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STEW/  I  IP 
DIRECTOR  ,  J  SMU 
POST 

The  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Keith,  Little 
Rock,  will  become  Director  of  the 
Board  of  Development  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex., 
January  1,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nounce  made  this  week  by  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head 
of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

The  position  is  one  just  created 
by  SMU,  and  the  Board  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Keith  will  head,  is  composed 
of  one  hundred  Texas  business  men 
who  are  interested  in  the  financial 
promotion  of  the  University.  Plans 
are  to  expand  the  Board  in  the  near 
future  until  it  includes  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  eight  states  which 
compose  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Keith  has  been 
serving  as  Director  of  Stewardship 
for  the  Little  Rock  Conference  since 
June,  1953,  and  during  the  two  and 
one-half  years  he  has  directed  50 
financial  compaigns  in  Methodist 
churches  in  several  states  which 
have  resulted  in  raising  more  than 
three  million  dollars.  He  also  served 
as  advisor  for  the  Arkansas-Louisi¬ 
ana  Area  of  the  Methodist  Church 
during  the  church-wide  Steward¬ 
ship  Emphasis  Program  in  1954-55. 


ASBURY,  LAFAYETTE 
HAS  FORMAL 
OPENING 

Formal  opening  of  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  held  on  Sunday 
December  18,  a  full  three  months 
ahead  of  schedule,  according  to  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.,  pastor. 

Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict,  delivered  the  sermon  at  the 
opening  service.  J.  Y.  Foreman  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee.  Ground  was  broken  for 
the  new  structure  on  Sunday,  Au¬ 
gust  14.  The  new  church  is  located 
on  the  Lafayette-Abbeville  high¬ 
way,  four  miles  from  SLI  campus. 

Asbury  is  the  current  1000  Club 
project  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
The  present  call  extends  through 
January. 

Asbury  was  organized  in  May 
with  a  membership  of  45  and  has 
now  grown  to  120.  The  attendance 
on  the  opening  of  the  new  build¬ 
ing  was  approximately  175  with  fif¬ 
teen  new  members  joining  the 
church.  This  congregation  has  been 
meeting  in  a  Drive-In  Theater  Con- 
session  building  since  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  June.  This  unit  is  the  first 
of  a  three  unit  project. 

The  building  is  of  thin  shell  re¬ 
inforced  concrete,  cream  colored 
broken  tile  over  the  window  areas. 


Methodists  Plan  Statewide  Prayer 
Vigils  In  1956 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS) — A  “chain  of  prayer”  for  peace  linking  more 
than  1,300  Methodist  congregations  every  minute  of  the  day  last  year  will 
continue  throughout  1956  in  the  form  of  statewide  vigils. 

The  Hamilton  Methodist  church  in  San  Francisco  and  the  Colleyville 
(Tex.)  Methodist  church  officially  closed  out  the  1955  prayer  series  on 
Dec.  31  with  around-the-clock  services. 

On  January  1,  the  prayer  relay  was  extended  into  the  new  year  by 
members  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  University  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  First  Methodist  church  in  Ogden,  Utah,  and  the 
_ _ _ _ _  Allston,  Mass.  Methodist  church.  At 


The  style  of  the  building  reverts 
back  to  Bibical  times  for  it  uses 
the  same  horizonal  lines,  similar 
barrel  or  arched  roof,  and  the  gril¬ 
led  windows.  The  three  arches  stand 
for  the  Trinity,  and  there  is  a  40 
foot  steel  cross  near  the  entrance. 
The  sanctuary  is  painted  a  soft 
green,  with  the  altar  railing  and 
pulpit  of  Hawaian  Mahogany.  The 
Sunday  School  area  consists  of  one 
class  each  in  the  nursery,  kinder¬ 
garten,  primary,  junior,  intermed¬ 
iate,  senior  and  one  adult  class.  The 
choir  is  composed  of  twelve  mem¬ 
bers,  with  Dr.  Dick  Chandler  as  di¬ 
rector,  Miss  Rachael  Branton,  as 
organist,  and  Mrs.  Jack  Ellzey  as 
organist. 

The  architect  for  Asbury  Metho¬ 
dist  was  Robert  Stephan  and  the 
Contractor,  Horace  B.  Rickey. 


least  15  state  capitol  cities  had  serv¬ 
ices  from  11:00  midnight  New  Year’s 
Eve,  launching  prayer  vigils,  and 
interest  ^vas  centered  nationally  on 
Mt.  Vernon  Place  Methodist  Church, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  a  similar 
service  was  held. 

A  special  interdenominational 
service  of  Holy  Communion  was 
held  here  on  December  31  in  the 
Upper  Room  chapel  of  the  evan¬ 
gelism  board  to  help  bridge  the  1955 
and  1956  prayer  movements. 

Tennessee  Methodists  picked  up 
the  prayer  torch  with  New  Year’s 
Eve  services  in  Nashville,  Memphis, 
Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  as  com¬ 
municants  prayed  for  peace,  a 
worldwide  religious  revival,  and  the 
Church’s  total  porgram  at  home  and 
abroad.  These  services  signalled  the 
beginning  of  a  statewide  prayer 
movement. 

More  than  60  Methodist  Annual 
Conferences  in  25  states  have  al- 


Cornerstone  To  Be  Placed  At  Memorial  Methodist  On  Sunday 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  de¬ 
liver  the  sermon  and  lead  in  corner¬ 
stone  laying  services  for  the  new 
sanctuary  now  two-thirds  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  January  8,  according  to  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  pastor.  Rev.  James  T. 
Harris,  Monroe  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  will  assist  Bishop  Martin  in 
the  service,  scheduled  to  begin  at 
8:30  a.m.  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland, 
one  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
Editors,  will  preach  at  the  11:00 
o’clock  service. 

Construction  on  the  building  is 
progressing  rapidly,  according  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Cain  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  expects  to  occupy  the  building 
by  Easter.  The  total  cost  of  the 
building  including  furnishings  will 
be  approximately  $121,000.  The 
Building  Committee  which  is  guid¬ 
ing  the  program  includes  W.  B. 
Mann,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cotton,  W.  W. 
Stevens,  J.  Herbert  Walker,  Harold 
Riggs,  and  Edwin  C.  Rowan.  Arch¬ 
itects  are  H.  L.  Johns,  Jr.,  and  John 
I.  Neel,  Monroe.  The  builder  is  Ira 
Cagle  and  Son,  Monroe. 

The  building  consists  of  the  main 
sanctuary,  seating  capacity  of  450, 
and  a  one  story  accommodating 
church  offices,  classrooms,  equip¬ 
ment  rooms,  and  storage.  The  build¬ 
ing  features  a  65  foot  high  tower 


and  a  stained  glass  memorial  win¬ 
dow  in  the  chancel  of  the  main 
sanctuary,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Estelle 
Sanders  and  her  son,  the  Rev.  Ver¬ 
non  Sanders,  in  memory  of  their 
husband  and  father,  Clyde  V.  Sand¬ 
ers. 

Memorial  Methodist  Church  was 
organized  ten  years  ago  when  Rev. 


H.  M.  Johnson  jWas  the  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent.  Rev.  W.  C.  Mason  was 
the  first  pastor.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rey.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  under 
whose  ministry  the  present  educa¬ 
tional  building  was  erected.  The 
membership  is  now  660.  Rev.  Mr. 
Cain  has  served  the  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  since  1950. 


ready  organized  united  prayer  pro¬ 
grams  for  1956,  it  was  reported  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Carruth  of  the 
evangelism  board.  Methodists  in 
Cuba  are  planning  a  simialr  pro¬ 
gram,  he  said. 

The  board  estimates  that  at  least 
5,000  Methodist  congregations  will 
participate  in  the  1956  program,  and 
has  invited  other  denominations  to 
join  in  the  movement. 

Dr.  Carruth  said  that  Methodist 
prayer  efforts  in  1955  spread  to  at 
least  two  other  countries.  He  re¬ 
ported  that  a  Methodist  missionary 
is  organizing  a  similar  movement 
in  India.  And  he  said  that  the  let¬ 
ter  of  a  Mississippi  woman  to 
Madame  Chiang  Kai-shek  of  For¬ 
mosa  inspired  the  beginning  of  a 
prayer  chain  there. 

Members  of  numerous  churches 
have  organized  permanent  prayer 
cells  after  participating  in  the  spe¬ 
cial  vigil,  Mr.  Carruth  added. 
Another  result,  he  said,  has  been  a 
sharp  increase  in  attendance  at  reg¬ 
ular  services. 


Grants  totaling  $10,375,000  to  six 
interdenominational  theologi¬ 
cal  seminaries  and  the  American 
Association  of  Theological  Schools 
have  been  made  by  Sealantic  Fund, 
Inc.,  a  Rockefeller  philanthropic 
agency.  These  are  the  first  contri¬ 
butions  from  the  $20,000,000  gift 
made  to  the  Fund  by  John  D.  Rock¬ 
efeller,  Jr.,  early  in  1955. 


Memorial  Methodist  Sanctuary  Now  Two-Thirds  Complete 


A  Quick  Review  of  1955 

Twelve  Months  Of 
Methodist  History 

By  Ralph  Stoody, 

Executive  Director,  Methodist  Information 


The  four-year  cycle  of  Methodist 
organizational  life  foreordains  that 
any  pre-General  Conference  year 
will  be  focused  on  preparations  for 
the  forthcoming  law  and  policy¬ 
making  assemblage. 

During  1955  this  has  been  very 
much  the  case.  The  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  have  elected  764  of  the  to¬ 
tal  786  delegates,  lay  and  clerical. 
More  than  1800  memorials  (peti¬ 
tions  for  legislative  action)  have 
been  proposed  in  conferences  and  in 
smaller  groups,  then  debated,  adopt¬ 
ed  and  forwarded  to  the  secretary. 
Dr.  Ludd  H.  Estes.  In  the  church 
press,  issues  to  come  before  the 
General  Conference  have  been  dis¬ 
cussed  in  editorials,  articles  and  let¬ 
ters  to  the  editor.  General  board 
and  commission  officials  of  the 
church  have  spent  long  hours  pre¬ 
paring  budgets  and  reports.  Legis¬ 
lative  committees  of  the  several 
agencies  have  been  studying  their 
Disciplinary  charters  with  a  view  to 
seeking  clarifying  and  helpful  en¬ 
actments  at  Minneapolis  next 
spring. 

Even  the  bishops  at  their  Decem¬ 
ber  council  in  Atlantic  City  devot¬ 
ed  major  time  to  the  preparation  of 
their  episcopal  address  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  the  first  evening  of  the  com¬ 
ing  quadrennial  session. 

A  Year-Long  Prayer 

Unbroken  petitions  for  world 
peace  began  in  the  Upper  Room 
chapel  in  Nashville  on  New  Year’s 
Eve.  Planned  by  the  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  in  prayer  vigils  of  24  hours 
each,  and  scheduled  in  selected 
churches  across  the  country,  there 
has  been  no  moment  of  1955  when 
somewhere  at  a  Methodist  commun¬ 
ion  rail  there  have  not  been  kneel¬ 
ing  suppliants  for  “goodwill  among 
men.” 

Eight  Hundred  Board 
Members  Convene 

January  7-14  witnessed  an  ex¬ 
perimental  “Assembly  of  Boards 
and  Agencies.”  New  in  Methodist 
procedures,  the  plan  called  for  the 
holding  of  annual  meetings  of  some 
thirty  general  agencies  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  during  this  one  slightly  stretch¬ 
ed  week.  Midway  in  the  schedules 
all  members  of  all  boards  and  com¬ 
missions  were  brought  together  for 
several  illuminating  sessions.  Mis¬ 
sion  board  members  were  made  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
grams  of  education  and  evangelism. 
Temperance  and  world  peace  spec¬ 
ialists  learned  more  about  missions. 
Male  members  of  boards  were  in¬ 
formed  about  the  extensive  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Woman’s  Division.  All 
were  inspired  by  their  new  perspec¬ 
tive  of  the  range  and  diversity  of 
Methodism’s  services  to  mankind. 

Obviously,  all  this  was  an  advan¬ 
tage.  There  was  probably  some  econ¬ 
omy,  too,  as  compared  with  each 
board  meeting  at  a  different  place 


and  time.  Many  attendants,  how¬ 
ever,  were  dissatisfied  because  their 
sessions  seemed  sketchy  and  hur¬ 
ried.  Will  it  be  tried  again?  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  must  decide. 

Other  Nation-wide  Assemblies 

Two  quadrennial  meetings  were 
held  in  the  summer:  the  Town  and 
Country  Conference  on  Indiana  Uni¬ 
versity’s  campus,  July  22-25,  and 
the  Convocation  of  Methodist  Youth 
at  Purdue  University,  August  22- 
26. 

Each  was  regarded  by  promoters 
and  delegates  as  highly  successful. 
Both  utilized  modem  techniques  of 
group  discussion  and  individual  par¬ 
ticipation  as  contrasted  with  the 
out-moded  exclusively-mass  -  meet¬ 
ing  type  of  program. 

With  The  Bishops 

Bishop  Clare  Purcell  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  was  elected  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  in  April.  He 
will  continue  in  office  until  April 
26,  1956  when  Bishop  W.  Earl  Led- 
den  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  now  pres¬ 
ident-designate,  succeeds  him. 

The  plan  which  puts  upon  each 
U.  S.  bishop  the  duty  of  making 
an  official  visitation  to  a  mission 
field  once  each  quadrennium  has 
continued  to  keep  the  Council  of 
Bishops  intimately  informed  con¬ 
cerning  the  progress  of  Methodism’s 
world  parish. 

The  autonomous,  affiliated  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Brazil  chose  and 
consecrated  two  new  bishops  in  Ju¬ 
ly,  the  Rev.  Joao  Augusto  do  Amar¬ 
al  and  the  Rev.  Jose  Pedro  Pinheiro. 

Leadership  Changes 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins, 
minister  of  University  Church,  Sy¬ 
racuse,  N.  Y.,  became  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  November  1.  He  succeeded 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Q.  Schisler  who 
on  several  occasions  was  honored  in 
pre-retirement  observances  lauding 
his  long  service  to  Christian  educa¬ 
tion. 

Paul  Bosley  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  was 
elected  in  August  as  president  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth. 

Changes  within  the  Division  of 
National  Missions  include  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elliott  L. 
Fisher.  He  was  succeeded  in  his 
position  as  executive  secretary  of 
the  Section  of  National  Missions  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  Vernon  Middleton, 
one  of  the  two  executive  secretar¬ 
ies  of  the  Section  of  Church  Ex¬ 
tension.  The  Louisville  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  offices  of  this  Section  have 
been  consolidated  under  one  execu¬ 
tive  secretary,  the  Rev.  Dr.  B.  P. 
Murphy,  formerly  head  of  the  Lou¬ 
isville  church  extension  office. 

The  long  list  of  nationally-known 
Methodists  who  have  died  during 
the  year  includes  missionary-states¬ 
man,  Dr.  John  R.  Mott,  January  81; 


distinguished  educator  and  race 
leader,  Mrs.  Mary  McLeod  Bethune, 
May  18;  and  New  England’s  retired 
Bishop  Lewis  O.  Hartman,  June  30. 

Noteworthy  Items  of  Progress 

Unfortunately  the  faithful  per¬ 
formance  of  the  established,  familiar 
duties  of  church  administrative 
agencies,  though  their  results  are  of 
tremendous  significance,  are  not  as 
newsworthy  as  are  some  less  impor¬ 
tant  happenings  which  break  pre¬ 
cedent  or  set  new  highs. 

Here  are  some  but  not  all  of  the 
facts,  accomplishments  and  new  re¬ 
cords  that  made  the  news  in  1955. 

While  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Korea  was  made  late  in  1954,  funds 
continued  to  come  in  during  1955. 
Receipts  of  $1,642,265  were  reported 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  and 
have  been  at  work  in  rebuilding 
churches,  parsonages  and  institu¬ 
tions. 

The  Methodist  church  in  Korea 
has  doubled  its  membership  in  five 
years,  according  to  mission  authori¬ 
ties.  Sarawak,  the  Congo  and  Boli¬ 
via  are  especially  responding  to  a 
strengthened  missionary  program. 

Among  the  denomination’s  199 
hospitals  and  homes,  104  buildings 
and  improvement  projects  have 
been  started  during  the  year.  They 
will  cost  $51,600,000. 

More  than  enough  ministers  to 
form  two  average-sized  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  been  serving  as  chap¬ 
lains  in  the  armed  forces  during 
the  past  year.  They  number  623  and 
are  serving  in  24  countries  and  is¬ 
lands. 

After  15  years,  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  has  brought  into  one  pen¬ 
sion  setup  the  pension  assets  of  the 
seven  different  uniting  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Seventy  ministerial  students  from 
17  seminaries,  following  ten  days  of 
intensive  training  under  the  Board 
of  Evangelism,  spent  ten  summer 
weeks  in  evangelistic  activity. 

The  Department  of  In-service 
Training  conducted  43  one-week  re¬ 
fresher  schools  for  ministers,  en¬ 
rolling  10,000. 

A  Methodist  Council  of  Evange¬ 
lism  was  organized  October  17  as  a 
means  “of  enlisting  the  interest  and 
support  of  laymen  in  evangelism  at 
the  ‘grassroots  level.’  ” 

Local  organizations  of  Methodist 
men  have  multiplied  during  the 
year.  More  than  9,000  charters  have 
been  granted  and  500,000  members 
enrolled. 

Methodist  youth  organizations 
have  turned  the  tide  of  12  years  of 
losses  in  membership.  A  gain  of  77,- 
000  was  registered  in  1955. 

The  Upper  Room,  devotional  bi¬ 
monthly,  continues  to  grow,  the 
three  million  mark  having  been 
passed  in  1955.  It  is  published  in  26 
editions,  including  Braille. 

The  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Cru¬ 
sade  Scholarship  program  will  re¬ 
veal  that  876  students  have  been 
helped  throughout  the  years  with  93 
studying  this  year  in  five  countries. 
Among  the  50  homelands  represent¬ 
ed  by  the  students  are  Taiwan  and 
Hong  Kong,  current  areas  of  depri¬ 
vation  and  suffering. 

The  Chicago  Temple,  22-story 
skyscraper  church  and  office  build¬ 
ing  erected  in  1924,  burned  its  $3 
million  mortgage  in  September. 

Two  notable  motion  pictures  have 
been  produced.  One  on  civil  liber¬ 
ties,  “The  Sound  of  a  Stone”  was 
premiered  by  the  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relations  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  The  other,  “The  Captain’s 
Choice,”  which  presents  the  alco¬ 
hol-free  way  of  life,  was  prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Temperance  and 
will  be  released  in  1956. 


A  series  of  thirteen  half-hour  dra¬ 
matic  TV  programs  costing  $300,000 
have  been  produced  during  the  year 
by  the  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
for  use  on  the  nation’s  TV  stations. 
This  series  is  entitled  “The  Way,” 
and  will  be  viewed  about  February 
1,  1956. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
broke  ground  for  a  new  office  build¬ 
ing  adjoining  its  printing  plant  in 
Nashville  to  cost  $2,442,300.  The 
year’s  business  was  up  ten  per 
cent  to  a  new  high  of  $19,690,488. 
The  Board  of  Publication  appropri¬ 
ated  $600,000  for  retired  ministers — 
an  increase  of  $100,000  over  pre¬ 
vious  years. 

Until  the  announcement  Decem¬ 
ber  13  of  the  Ford  Foundation 
grants,  Methodist-related  colleges 
during  the  year  had  received  capi¬ 
tal  gifts  exceeding  $30,000,000.  En¬ 
rollment  in  these  institutions  ap¬ 
proximates  200,000. 

Statistical  Gains  of  1955 

Figures  are  not  necessarily  a  re¬ 
liable  gauge  of  the  success  or  fail¬ 
ure  of  a  religious  body,  but  it  is  en¬ 
couraging  to  report  advances  in  al¬ 
most  every  item  of  importance: 

Full  members,  9,313,278,  a  gain  of 
90,126;  preparatory  members,  1,187,- 
805;  number  of  churches,  39,854,  a 
gain  of  53. 

Church  school  membership,  6,- 
811,498,  a  gain  of  236,921;  number  of 
church  schools,  37,798,  a  gain  of  163; 
Woman’s  Societies  of  Christian 
Service,  30,827,  a  gain  of  160. 

Paid  for  buildings,  improvements 
and  debt  reduction,  $136,404,433,  an 
increase  of  $17,820,648;  total  benev¬ 
olences,  $56,774,061,  a  gain  of  $4,- 
292,112;  giving  for  all  purposes 
$384,490,613,  a  gain  of  $39,074,165. 

While  these  figures  are  taken 
from  the  statistician's  most  recent 
compilation,  it  should  be  remember¬ 
ed  that  four-fifths  of  the  annual 
conference  reports  with  which  he 
had  to  work  represent  fiscal  years 
ended  from  seven  to  nine  months 
ago. 


Report  Business  Firms 
Discontinuing  Christmas 
Liquor  Parties 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance  re¬ 
ported  here  that  a  national  survey 
shows  a  definite  downtrend  in  the 
number  of  office  Christmas  parties 
featuring  liquor. 

“According  to  many  office  mana¬ 
gers  and  executives,”  the  agency 
said,  “the  *holiday’  season  has  often 
become  the  ‘headache’  season  for 
everyone. 

“They  say  that  lipstick  and  high 
spirits  at  the  office  make  for 
strained  relations  at  home.  Have 
these  conditions  signalled  the  death 
knell  of  the  annual  office  soaker? 
It  would  seem  so.  Many  employers, 
faced  with  problems  arising  out  of 
the  Christmas  cocktail  party,  are 
finding  more  successful  alternatives 
for  spreading  good  cheer  among  the 
staff. 

The  board  said  many  offices  are 
finding  family  parties  the  answer, 
with  plenty  of  gifts  for  the  children. 
Others  have  ruled  out  parties  on  of¬ 
fice  time  and  simply  give  employ¬ 
ees  the  time  off  instead.  Still  oth¬ 
ers  have  turned  the  annual  party 
budget  into  a  contribution  to  char¬ 
ity  or  a  party  for  orphan  children. 

A  poll  of  265  leading  Chicago  em¬ 
ployers,  the  board  said,  found  that 
more  than  half  have  discontinued 
the  traditional  Christmas  party  in 
favor  of  other  activities  and  that 
the  trend  appears  to  be  nationwide. 
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India's  President 
Assures  Missionaries 
Of  Freedom 

New  Delhi,  (RNS)  —  President 
Rajendra  Prasad  of  India  assured 
foreign  missionaries  that  his  govern¬ 
ment  had  no  intention  of  curtailing 
their  freedom  or  interfering  in  any 
way  with  their  church  work. 

He  said  that  Indian  as  well  as  for¬ 
eign  Christian  missionaries  were 
welcome  to  preach  the  message  of 
Christ  in  this  country.  But  he  warn¬ 
ed  Indian  missionaries  that  loyal¬ 
ty  to  country  must  supercede  loy¬ 
alty  to  faith. 

Dr.  Prasad  spoke  at  ceremonies 
here  marking  the  1,903rd  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  arrival  in  India  of  St. 
Thomas,  a  disciple  of  Jesus. 

The  President  said  the  govern¬ 
ment  intervened  in  mission  activ¬ 
ity  only  when  it  suspected  that  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  deviating  “from  the 
correct  path.”  He  apparently  was 
referring  to  charges  by  government 
sources  that  some  missionaries  were 
engaging  in  political  activities. 

Dr.  Prasad  said  that  Indians  were 
‘‘generally  neither  suspicious  of  oth¬ 
ers  nor  fanatical.” 

If  the  Indian  people  and  govern¬ 
ment  displayed  suspicion,  he  said, 
“it  should  provide  the  occasion  for 
missionaries  to  do  some  heart- 
searching.” 

“I  can  give  assurance  to  all  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  country,”  the  In¬ 
dian  President  continued,  “that  we 
do  not  look  for  conformity  of  faith. 
What  we  expect  is  loyalty  to  coun¬ 
try  and  not  to  any  dogma  or  faith.” 


colleges,  jubilant  over  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  Ford  Founda¬ 
tion  is  donating  $3,406,700  to  their 
institutions,  reported  more  good 
news  here. 

Minnesota  business  and  industry 
is  sharply  increasing  its  giving  to 
the  colleges  through  the  Minne¬ 
sota  College  Fund  Association,  joint 
fund-raising  group. 

Presidents  of  nine  colleges  who 
attended  a  meeting  here  expressed 
belief  that  the  Ford  Foundation 
grants  will  stimulate  even  greater 
business  giving  in  the  state. 


Methodism  Cooperates  In  "Will"  Promotion 

The  Methodist  Church  will  cooperate  during  1956  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  emphasis  on  “Remember  the  Church  in  Your  Will.” 
The  plan  has  been  endorsed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Council 
on  World  Service  and  Finance. 

In  charge  of  encouraging  Methodist  participation  in  the  movement  is 
the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Homer  Magee,  director  of  wills  and  bequests  for  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  World  Service  and  Finance. 

Commenting  on  the  nation-wide  campaign,  Dr.  Magee  said  that  its 
main  purpose  is  “to  advise  Christians  of  the  importance  of  making  a  will 
and  to  encourage  them  to  provide  not  only  for  their  families  and  local 
church,  but  to  extend  their  Christian  influence  and  stewardship  through 
church  institutions  and  agencies.” 

Dr.  Magee  pointed  out  that  wills  should  be  kept  up  to  date  and  that 
professional  advice  should  be  sought  in  preparing  them. 

He  recently  headed  a  delegation  of  Methodist  leaders  who  attended 
an  interdenominational  conference  on  “Remember  the  Church  in  Your 
Will.”  Sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the  meeting  was 
held  in  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa. 

A  new  pamphlet — “Where  There’s  a  Will,  There’s  a  Way” — has  been 
prepared  by  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance.  It  is  being  dis¬ 
tributed  to  all  Methodist  pastors  and  a  select  list  of  laymen.  Among  the 
laymen  receiving  the  pamphlet  are  some  10,000  lawyers  and  bank  trust 
officers  who  will  find  the  material  helpful  in  advising  their  clients. 

The  pamphlet  contains  a  complete  list  of  the  legal  titles  of  all  World 
Service  boards  and  agencies.  It  also  suggests  several  steps  to  take  in 
preparing  a  will  properly.  Copies  of  the  pamphlet  may  be  secured  by 
writing  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance,  740  Rush  street,  Chicago 
11,  Ill. 
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J.  Daniel  Barrea 


What  do  you  think  of  this?  “Me- 
litta  Kanne  mit  Tropfenfanger  und 
festsitzendem  Deckel  fur  6  Tassen 
Nr.  306.” 

Those  are  German  words  printed 
on  a  coffee  maker  our  son  sent  us 
from  Berlin. 

Along  with  it  came  three  little 
folders.  They  tell  how  to  use  the 
coffee  maker. 

“Die  gepragten  Kanten  der  Fil- 
tertute  umknicken,’’  one  of  them 
begins. 

I  can’t  make  out  a  word  —  here 
or  in  any  of  the  folders. 

However,  the  written  descriptions 
of  how  to  use  the  instrument  are 
accompanied  with  pictures  of  how 
to  use  it. 

The  pictures  are  in  plain  Eng¬ 
lish. 

I  can’t  for  the  life  of  me  under¬ 
stand  what  the  Germans  TELL  me 
about  making  coffee- with  their  in¬ 
strument.  But  I  surely  can  under¬ 
stand  what  they  SHOW  me.  So  I 
make  unexcelled  coffee. 

My  congregation  can’t  understand 
what  I  tell  it.  But  my  congregation 
can  understand  what  I  show  it  — 
within  myself. 

“Das  Kaffeemehl  in  die  Filtertute 
schutten.” 

I  can’t  get  a  word  of  it  for  sure. 
But  the  picture  of  a  hand  (German 
or  English  makes  no  difference) 
pouring  ground  coffee  from  a  mea¬ 
sure  into  a  paperlike  filter.  .  .  I 
got  it. 

The  many  words  are  all  Dutch  to 
me.  But  the  pictures  are  English. 

It  gives  me  an  idea  for  a  New 
Year’s  resolution. 


See  Ford  Grants 
Spurring  More  Business 
Gifts 

‘Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  Minnesota’s  14 
church-related  senior  liberal  arts 


IV.  A.  Airlines  Announces  Clergy  Rates 
For  Overseas  Travel 


NC  Jurisdicion  To 
Study  Its  Functions 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
will  be  asked  to  make  a  four-year 
study  of  its  functions.  A  memorial 
calling  for  such  a  survey  was  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Association  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Chi¬ 
cago  Dec.  9. 

By  the  action,  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  meeting  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  July  12-15,  1956,  would  be  re¬ 
quested  “to  create  a  committee  to 
study  the  functions  of  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion  and  to  make  recommendations 
to  its  1960  session  as  to  organiza¬ 
tion,  program  and  procedures.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Merrill  Powers, 
DeKalb,  Ill.,  superintendent  of  the 
Joliet-Dixon  district,  presided  at  the 
Chicago  meeting.  Forty-one  lead¬ 
ers  of  Christian  education  in  the 
nine-state  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  attended.  The  Rev.  Estel  Odle 
of  West  Lafayette,  Ind.,  served  as 
secretary. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Bremer,  Detroit, 
chairman  of  the  association’s  lead¬ 
ership  education  committee,  led  in 
discussion  of  plans  for  regional  or 
jurisdictional  training  schools  for 
“leaders  of  leaders.”  These  meet¬ 
ings  slated  for  the  next  four  years 
will  include  older  adult  laboratory 
schools,  workshops,  seminars,  and 
various  training  experiences  for 
area  and  conference  leaders. 


Christianity  To  Be 
Taught  In  Syrian  Schools 

.  Damascus,  Syria  —  (RNS)  —  A 
course  in  Christianity  will  be  taught 
to  Christian  students  in  government 
and  private  schools  of  Syria  under 
an  order  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 

The  Ministry  asked  that  the 
course  be  drawn  up  by  a  commis¬ 
sion  representing  the  heads  of  the 
various  Christian  commissions  in 
Syria. 

Courses  in  Islam  were  made 
compulsory  for  Moslem  students  in 
government  schools  two  years  ago. 

German  Churches  Wins 
Fight  For  Bell  Scrap 

Hamburg,  Germany  (RNS) — The 
Supreme  Court  of  Hamburg  upheld 
the  claim  of  German  Churches  to 
what  is  left  of  about  45,000  church 
bells  scrapped  by  the  Nazis  for 
armament  purposes  during  World 
War  II. 

It  ruled  that  all  bells  and  bell 
scrap  left  over  from  the  war  have 
the  character  of  res  sacrae  —  relig¬ 
ious  objects  that  are  the  property 
of  the  Churches. 

Evangelical  and  Roman  Catholic 
authorities  had  sued  a  Hamburg 
foundry  for  compensation  because 
it  melted  and  used  for  its  own  pur¬ 
poses  about  2,500  marks’  worth  of 
bell  scrap.  The  court  held  this  to  be 
an  illegal  action  and  ordered  the 
foundry  to  compensate  the  Church¬ 
es. 


Missionary  Leaders  Warned 
Against  Spreading  American  Ideas 

Dayton,  O.  (RNS)  —  Religious 
leaders  from  various  lands  sound¬ 
ed  a  warning  here  against  confus¬ 
ing  Christianity  with  the  American 


Burbank,  California  —  Thousands 
of  clergymen  throughout  the  nation 
have  given  widespread  approval  to 
the  new  plan  for  low-cost  overseas 
air  travel  announced  by  North 
American  Airlines  at  the  recent 
Aviation  Writers  Association  lunch¬ 
eon  in  New  York  City  (December 
8),  airline  officials  said  here  today. 

“The  economic  barrier  that  has 
kept  many  clergymen  and  students 
of  religion  from  travel  overseas  can 
be  lifted  by  this  new  plan,”  said  a 
spokesman  for  an  ecclesiastical 
group. 

North  American  Airlines,  the  na¬ 
tion’s  largest  independent  airline, 
has  applied  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board  (CAB)  for  permission  to  in¬ 
augurate  New  York  to  Europe  air 
coach  flights  at  fares  as  low  as  $125 
starting  next  spring. 

For  the  first  time,  under  the 
North  American  plan,  air  travel 
would  be  the  cheapest  way  to  cross 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  round  trip 
fare  to  Ireland  under  the  proposed 
North  American  service  would  be 
only  $250.  The  management  of  North 
American,  which  originated  air 
coach  in  the  United  States  ten  years 
ago,  told  the  CAB  it  is  prepared  to 
begin  transatlantic  flights  in  1956 
at  fares  43%  to  50%  lower  than 
the  lowest  existing  air  coach  fares. 
Costs  of  flights  to  church  centers 
in  London  would  be  $140,  to  Paris 
$14  6.50,  to  Frankfort,  $156,  and 
Rome,  $175. 

These  low  prices  would  provide 
the  long-needed,  long-awaited  eco¬ 
nomical  overseas  air  travel  which 
is  so  vital  and  important  to  clergy¬ 
men  who  want  the  benefits  of 
European  travel  but  who  have  not 
been  able  to  afford  it. 

Cleryman  can  reap  many  benefits 
from  the  introduction  of  this  low- 
cost  overseas  transportation.  The  de¬ 
sire  to  travel  overseas  on  pilgrim¬ 
ages  to  the  churches  and  shrines  of 
all  faiths  has  never  been  stronger. 

North  American  Airlines  execu¬ 
tives  said  favorable  reaction  has 
been  widespread  and  unanimous. 
“Low  cost  domestic  and  overseas 
air  travel  can  be  available  if  the 
public  demands  it,”  said  one  execu¬ 
tive.  “The  demand  from  religious 
groups  alone  should  be  indication 
enough  of  the  great  mass  need  for 
lower  costs  in  overseas  air  travel.” 

“The  CAB  must  first  give  per¬ 
mission  to  North  American  to  put 
these  rates  into  effect,”  he  contin¬ 
ued.  "Clergymen  and  students  who 
want  to  travel  overseas  at  these 
low  rates  next  summer  can  help 
win  approval  for  the  plan  by  mak¬ 
ing  their  wishes  known  to  the  CAB 
and  to  Congress.” 

North  American  Airlines  is  ready 
to  fly  thousands  who  want  to  make 
air  pilgrimages  to  Ireland,  England, 
France  and  Italy.  Planes  and  pilots 
are  available.  The  first  step  i6  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  CAB,  it  was  explain¬ 
ed. 


way  of  life. 

“Too  often  we  confuse  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  with  the  structures  of 
our  own  society,”  Dr.  Eugene  A. 
Nida  of  New  York  told  the  annual 
assembly  of  the  Division  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

“Roberts’  Rules  of  Order  has 
sometimes  been  thought  to  be  part 
of  the  divine  revelation  among  those 
who  have  felt  more  called  to  trans¬ 
plant  churches  than  to  proclaim 
Christ,"  he  said. 
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Editorial 


c&he  Qospel  Of  Another  Qhance 

IN  discussing  matters  religious,  we  frequently  hear  people  re¬ 
fer  to  “The  Gospel  of  the  Second  Chance.”  In  this  expression 
we  commonly  have  in  mind  a  person  who  has  been  broken 
by  sin  who,  by  the  surrender  of  his  life  to  God’s  will,  may  have 
a  second  chance  at  life. 

We  have  something  of  this  nature  in  mind  as  we  discuss  the 
caption  of  this  article,  “The  Gospel  of  Another  Chance.”  We  have 
just  seen  the  end  of  the  old  year  and  the  beginning  of  the  new. 
Each  calendar  year  is  a  unit  in  the  measurement  of  our  life  span. 
The  usual  practice  of  making  New  Year’s  resolutions  is  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  we  commonly  think  of  each  new  year  as  a  time 
for  beginning  anew  our  efforts  to  build  a  satisfactory  life.  We  do 
not  think  of  this  as  a  “second  chance,”  but  as  “another  chance” 
which  the  beginning  of  every  calendar  year  seems  to  offer. 

In  the  business  world  this  is  the  time  of  year  to  “take  stock.” 
The  business  man  wants  to  see  in  terms  of  profit  or  loss  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  year  that  has  passed.  With  this  before  him  he  can 
better  plan  for  the  year  ahead.  There  is  possibly  no  better  time 
for  people  to  “take  stock”  religiously  than  at  the  end  of  a  calendar 
year  and  the  beginning  of  another.  Regardless  of  how  hard  we 
have  tried  through  the  past  twelve  months  our  spiritual  ledger 
will  carry  entries  of  loss  along  with  any  spiritual  gains  we  may 
have  made.  When  we  strike  a  balance  between  the  two,  we  may 
not  always  be  happy  with  what  we  see. 

Nevertheless,  for  all  of  us  who  desire  it,  as  we  enter  1956,  we 
may  do  so  with  the  feeling  that  we  turn  a  new  page  in  the  ledger 
of  life  with  the  consciousness  that  we  may  write  on  this  new  page 
what  we  will.  The  new  year  can  be  the  “land  of  beginning  again” 
for  all  of  us.  It  is  likely  that  most  of  us  feel  the  need  for  “another 
chance”  to  try  to  reach  the  goal  in  life  that  has  so  often  eluded 
us. 

As  we  begin  this  new  year  let  us  be  thankful  that  the  record 
of  our  lives  is  still  being  written.  Let  us  be  thankful  also  that  it 
is  within  our  power,  with  God’s  help,  to  make  this  the  best  year 
of  our  lives  thus  far.  Because  it  can  be  done  let  us  resolve  now  to 
do  it. 

/  « 

( Circulation  (Campaign  Next  ‘Week 

ONCE  a  year  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  Methodism  gives  at¬ 
tention  to  the  matter  of  the  circulation  of  its  two  Area 
publications,  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana 
Methodist.  Fixed  in  the  calendar  of  the  three  annual  conferences 
for  this  year,  the  period  of  annual  emphasis  is  just  ahead,  Janu¬ 
ary  8-January  15.  During  this  period  pastors  and  local  church  lead¬ 
ers  are  expected  to  give  every  family  in  every  church  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  subscribe  to  its  state  paper  or  renew  its  present  sub¬ 
scription. 

With  this  issue  the  Arkansas  Methodist  is  beginning  its  75th 
year  of  continuous  publication.  For  many,  many  years  the  New 
Orleans  Advocate,  The  Louisiana  Methodist’s  predecessor  served 
the  cause  of  Louisiana  Methodism,  although  there  were  a  few 
years  between  these  publications  when  the  state  was  without  a 
paper.  However,  for  both  the  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  papers 
there  has  never  been  a  time  when  the  circulation  of  these  publi¬ 
cations  among  the  Methodists  of  these  two  states  was  as  large 
as  it  is  today.  We  believe  that  this  is  some  indication  of  the  use¬ 
fulness  and  the  contribution  which  these  publications  are  mak¬ 
ing  to  the  total  life  of  Methodism  and  the  Kingdom  in  this  Area. 
This  service  can  be  enlarged  to  the  degree  that  the  circulation 
makes  possible. 

Our  l Annual  Church  Attendance  Campaign 

WITH  .the  beginning  of  January  we  come  again  to  our  An¬ 
nual  Church  Attendance  Campaign  which  will  run 
through  Easter  Sunday. 

This  extended  Attendance  Campaign  was  originally  planned 
for  but  one  year.  However,  the  results  were  so  helpful  and  seem¬ 


ed  to'  fill  so  great  a  need  in  our  church  life  that  it  has  become 
an  annual  affair  throughout  this  quadrennium.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  it  will  become  a  permanent  part  of  our  church  program  for 
each  church  year. 

Pastors  will  need  the  full  cooperation  of  all  lay  workers  of 
the  church  in  order  to  realize  the  larger  possibilities  this  Attend¬ 
ance  Campaign  offers.  The  objectives  of  the  campaign  are  not 
confined  to  reaching  people  who  are  not  now  directly  related  to 
the  church.  One  of  the  major  features  of  this  Attendance  Cam¬ 
paign  will  be  the  effort  to  enlist  in  regular  attendance  and  active 
service  the  many  member  of  The  Methodist  Church  who  are  now 
inactive.  This  is  not  something  merely  to  be  desired.  It  is  a  “must” 
if  The  Methodist  Church  is  to  have  the  spiritual  power  necessary 
to  fulfill  its  mission  in  the  world  of  today. 

^ivo  Kinds  Of  Vigils 

A  RECENT  news  dispatch  by  INS  quoting  from  a  copyrighted 
article  in  the  Town  Journal,  a  national  magazine,  told  of  a 
defense  vigil  being  maintained  by  military  forces  of  this  na¬ 
tion  against  a  surprise  military  attack.  The  article  revealed  that 
bombers  are  flying  at  high  altitudes  around  the  clock,  even  being 
refueled  in  mid-air,  loaded  with  atomic  weapons  ready  to  strike 
at  any  distant  target  in  the  world.  These  military  aircraft  being 
aloft  would  not  be  subject  to  any  wholesale  attack  which  any 
enemy  might  make  upon  this  country  that  might  render  our  own 
nation  incapable  of  immediate  retaliation  on  that  enemy.  If  the 
writer  of  that  article  is  correct  in  his  facts  this  means  that  this 
nation  is  indeed  maintaining  a  defense  vigil. 

This  news,  if  indeed  it  is  news,  comes  for  Methodists  of  Ark¬ 
ansas  and  Louisiana  at  a  time  when  a  vigil  of  an  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  is  being  undertaken.  In  Little  Rock  and  in  Baton 
Rouge  there  was  begun  at  the  moment  of  the  new  year  a  prayer 
vigil  which  in  Arkansas  will  continue  throughout  the  year  and  in 
Louisiana  through  the  sessions  of  the  Louisiana  conference  in 
late  May.  In  each  state  for  the  specified  periods  of  time  at  least 
two  persons  will  be  at  the  altar  of  some  Methodist  church  main¬ 
taining  the  vigil  of  prayer,  an  unbroken  petition  to  God  for  his 
continued  blessing  and  guidance  in  the  living  of  these  days. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  two  vigils  of  greater  extremes,  a  de¬ 
fense  vigil  and  a  prayer  vigil;  yet  in  the  judgement  of  many  they 
both  have  their  place  and  function.  For  the  Christian,  however, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  which  has  the  greater  value  in 
the  ultimate  scale  of  values.  Prayer  releases  a  quality  of  power 
in  the  experiences  of  man  capable  of  reshaping  character,  reforming 
ing  society,  promoting  freedom,  and  redeeming  the  world’s  peo¬ 
ple  that  all  the  atomic  weapons,  now  or  ever,  could  ever  do. 

If  Methodists  can  somehow  discover  anew  an  experience  of 
spiritual  power,  and  something  of  that  experience  can  be  shared  by 
all  Christians  everywhere,  defense  vigils  will  become  a  thing  of  the 
past.  . 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  NEW  YEAR 


There  is  a  little  way  and  there  is  a  large  way  in  which  to  start  a 

New  Year.  , 

According  to  one  method,  we  merely  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  other,  we  re-examine  our  whole  record.  The  little  way  is  to 
make  a  nice,  neat  set  of  new  resolutions;  the  large 
way  is  to  revamp  the  motives  by  which  we  carry  them 
out.  The  little  way  is  to  think  only  of  how  we  can 
get  ahead  during  the  New  Year;  the  large  way  is  to 
concern  ourselves  with  the  road  by  which  others  are 
to  get  ahead. 

I  realize  that  the  most  popular  voices  of  our  time 
are  those  which  specialize  in  the  secrets  of  personal 
success,  those  which  tell  us  how  to  keep  sweet  in 
the  midst  of  the  world’s  bitterness,  how  to  keep  calm 
despite  society’s  perils,  how  to  win  our  own  prosperity 
and  happiness  even  though  humanity  at  large  is  threat¬ 
ened  by  atomic  warfare.  And  I  realize  also  that  one’s  own  state  of  mind 
is  the  essential  factor  in  personal  happiness. 

But  I  cannot  believe  it  is  the  Christian  attitude  to  be  content  with 
inner  sweetness  while  the  world  is  going  sour,  or  to  be  satisfied  with 
personal  success  while  society  heads  into  distress  and  destruction.  And  I 
feel  sure  that  my  -thoughtful  readers  are  starting  this  year  of  1956  with 
a  concern  for  the  larger  outlooks  as  well  as  the  personal  successes. 

The  late  Dr.  John  Henry  Jowett  tells  us  that  on  a  certain  rainy  night 
he  was  leaving  his  place  of  stay  for  the  railway  station.  His  host  sup¬ 
plied  him  with  a  lantern  which  helpecj  him  to  pick  his  way  among  the 
puddles,  but  it  was  a  great  help,  said  Jowett,  when  he  came  around  a  bend 
in  the  road  and  saw  the  station  light. 

In  the  dark  night  we  need  not  only  the  flashlights  of  personal  faith 
and  courage  to  illumine  the  immediate  steps,  but  also  the  beacon  lights 
to  show  us  the  long  road  and  the  larger  goals. 

About  a  year  ago  Joseph  Wood  Krutch  wrote  a  book,  “The  Measure  of 


Man,”  in  which  he  said  that  the  present  generation  wai  l less  sure  of  what 
is  ahead  than  any*  previous  generation.  He  asserted  that  the  only  thing 
thoughtful  men  are  agreed  on  as  to  the  future  is  that  things  cant  go  on 

much  longer  as  they  are.  _ , 

Why  did  he  make  such  an  arresting  statement?  Because  now,  for  the 

first  time  in  history,  man  has  the  power  to  commit  race  suicide 
ever  bad  people  were  in  the  past,  they  were  not  near  enough  to  their 
neighbors  nor  did  they  have  the  power  to  kill  theni  a  l  off.  Now  with 
our  jet  planes  and  our  hydrogen  bombs  we  have  both  the  nearness  an 

the  power  to  destroy  our  fellow  men.  _ 

As  we  face  this  issue,  we  recall  how  Saint  Matthew  closes  the 
Christmas  story  of  the  “Wise  Men.”  These  are  the  lines:  And  being 
warned  of  God  in  a  dream  that  they  should  not  return  to  Herod,  they 
departed  into  their  own  country  another  way.”  Never  in  all  the  cen¬ 
turies  since  these  words  were  written  have  wise  men  seen  more  c*eari^ 
the  necessity  of  choosing  between  the  road  which  leads  back  to  Herod  an 
the  other  way  which  leads  forward  from  Bethlehem. 

Consider  the  contrast  between  Herod  and  Christ  which  now  confronts 
us.  Herod’s  was  the  way  of  cruelty  and  Christ's  the  way  of  kindness.  En¬ 
tirely  apart  from  the  Christmas  stories  of  the  old  king’s  threat  to  the 
Christ  child  stands  the  record  of  Herod’s  family  history.  It  is  a  sordid 
succession  of  plot  and  counter-plot,  intrigue  and  assassination.  The  blood 
of  at  least  one  of  his  wives  was  on  Herod’s  hands.  , 

Our  hope  lies  in  the  fact  that  more  and  more  of  today’s  “Wise  Men” 
are  seeing  that  our  high-powered  inventions  cannot  travel  Herod’s  road. 
We  must  find  another  way.  For  25  years  I  have  been  working  in  the 
peace  movement.  Recently  I  have  presided  over  the  annual  meetings  of 
two  important  peace  organizations.  When  I  compare  the  interest  in  peace 
now  with  that  of  1930,  I  take  hope  for  1980.  The  Prince  of  Peace  is 
making  progress. 

Some  time  ago  a  Christian  minister  was  speaking  from  a  soapbox 
in  Hyde  Park,  London.  An  unkempt  and  unwashed  heckler  interrupted 
him  by  shouting,  “Christianity  has  been  in  the  world  for  nineteen  hundred 
years  and  now  look  at  the  world!”  The  preacher  shouted  back,  “Water 
has  been  in  the  world  for  two  million  years  and  now  look  at  your  face.” 
The  other  way  from  Herod’s  road  starts  where  each  of  us  stands. 
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Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


IF  YOU  WANT  TO 

This  is  a  simple  story  about  a  man  in  a^ 
terrible  condition.  Luke  5:12  describes  him  as1 
being  “full  of  leprosy.”  That  terrible  disease 
was  feared  in  those  days  as  much  as  cancer  is 
today.  If  sores  began  to  show  up  on  your  body 
from  any  cause,  someone  thoughtlessly  shout¬ 
ed,  “Leprosy.”  That  was  all  anyone  had  to  do. 
Word  would  spread  quickly,  and  in  a  matter 
of  hours  you  were  torn  away  from  any  human 
companionship,  with  the  exception  of  other  mis¬ 
erable  lepers.  Your  family  disowned  you.  Your 
friends  immediately  left  you  cold.  Jewish  law 
required  that  you  begin  shouting,  “Unclean, 
unclean,”  when  anyone  came  near  you.  You 
lived  in  rags  thrown  at  you  by  your  former 
friends;  you  ate  out  of  garbage  heaps  with  the 
dogs;  you,  looked  for  other  lepers  and  lived  with 
them  in  a  company  of  miserable  people. 

This  man  who  was  “full  of  leprosy”  came  to 
Jesus  with  no  request  to  break  the  barrier  of  the 
law.  He  didn’t  even  shout,  “Unclean.”  He  was 
desperate,  but  he  believed  in  Jesus  and  his  pow¬ 
er.  He  fell  to  the  ground  in  oriental  fashion,  and 
in  anguish  he  begged,  “Oh,  Lord,  if  you  want  to, 
you  can  make  me  clean.”  It  was  just  that  simple. 
He  did  not  need  a  choir  introit  or  even  a  reci¬ 
tation  of  any  other  creed  than  the  words,  “If 
you  want  to,  you  can  make  me  clean.”  Now 
don’t  misunderstand  this  last  statement.  The 
writer  loves  a  beautiful  service  of  song  and 
prayer  as  much  as  you  do.  But  let  us  never 
forget  that  we  constantly  stand  in  terrible  need 
of  Jesus’  love  and  God’s  grace.  We  can’t  come 
to  the  throne  of  grace  by  any  other  means  than 
to  say  in  sincere  humility,  “O  Master,  if  you 
want  to,  you  can  make  me  clean.” 

The  rest  of  the  Bible  story  should  hearten  us, 
too.  Jesus  looked  down  at  the  stricken  man  who 
did  not  even  dare  to  look  up  into  the  Master’s 
eyes.  Jesus  answered,  “Well,  I  want  to;  you 
are  clean.”  Immediately  the  sick  man  was  made 
whole.  What  a  day  of  rejoicing  there  must  have 
been  at  that  home  when  the  father  returned 
well  and  healthy.  What  joy  it  should  bring  us, 
too,  when  we  admit  all  our  sins  and  weaknesses 
to  Him,  then  say  to  Him,  “Lord,  if  you  want  to, 
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CHRISTMAS  IS  NOT  JUST  A  DAY 

Almost  a  dozen  years  ago  now,  the  wound¬ 
ed  GI  wrote  from  a  hospital  bed  in  Italy  some¬ 
thing  like  this  (as  I  recall  his  letter):  “They  are 
playing,  ‘Hark,  the  herald  angels  sing’  and  ‘It 
came  upon  a  midnight  clear’  from  records  out 
in  the  hall.  They  remind  us  all  of  Christmas 
at  home.  What  the  world  needs  is  to  sing  these 
hymns,  and  tell  this  story,  and  live  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  teaching  of  peace  and  goodwill,  not 
just  for  a  few  days  in  December,  but  every  day 
of  every  month  /of  every  year.  If  we  did  this 
we  would  never  have  any  war.  The  trouble 
with  us  is  that  ‘Christmas’  is  a  day  and  not  a 
spirit  of  living  throughout  the  whole  year.” 

I  presume  this  thought  has  been  central  in 
many  a  sermon  this  Christmas — and  on  Christ¬ 
mases  of  many  previous  years.  The  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ,  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  reiterated  it 
in  his  own  rugged  way  the  other  day  in  preach¬ 
ing  to  GI’s  in  Greenland:  “Each  year  as  the 
holiday  approaches,  somehow  the  message  of 
God  breaks  through  to  us.  Every  year  the  mir¬ 
acle  is  the  same:  Scrooge  goes  into  hiding;  the 
idea  of  giving  replaces  the  idea  of  getting;  the 
irreligious  go  to  church;  radio  and  television 
change  their  tunes  and  programs.  But  then  af¬ 
ter  Christmas,  the  angels  disappear,  the  lights 
go  out,  the  voice  of  God  becomes  a  forgotten 
echo.  The  world  is  as  it  was  before  in  the 
dark  night,  and  the  people  as  cantakerous  and 
as  selfish  as  ever  before.” 

Or — as  Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill  puts 
it  in  positive  terms — '“Christmas  can  only  be 
Christmas  as  we  with  the  company  of  faithful 


you  can  forgive  me.”  The  wonderful  part  of  it 
is  that  Jesus  is  as  anxious  to  forgive  us  as  He 
was  to  cure  the  leper.  He  will  tell  you  and  me, 
“Well,  I  want  to  forgive  you;  be  whole  and  pure 
again.”  This  is  the  great  promise  offered  to  all 
people;  to  be  forgiven  of  our  sins  if  we  call 
upon  Him  in  truth.  Here  is  the  greatest  boon 
that  mankind  might  strive  to  attain;  the  forgiv¬ 
ing  love  of  God  that  makes  us  new  and  clean 
again  each  time  we  ask  for  it  sincerely. 


people  thank  God  humbly  for  this  great  gift,  and 
pray  that  God  may  be  in  our  heads  and  under¬ 
standing,  in  our  hgarts  and  in  our  thinking,  so 
another  Christmas  will  mean  the  re-birth  of 
Christ  in  each  one  of  us.” 

There  was  born  on  that  first  Christmas  day 
Someone  and  something  more  than  a  helpless 
human  baby  “that  made  a  mother  cry.”  There 
was  born  a  Messenger  and  a  message,  a  Coun¬ 
sellor  and  words  of  admonition  and  guidance, 
a  Teacher  and  a  way  of  life — a  philosophy  and 
religion  by  which  to  direct  one’s  life,  a  Savior 
and  a  Person  and  road  leading  to  salvation, 
a  Healer  and  a  compassion  and  a  purpose  which 
led  to  the  healing  of  men,  a  Prince  of  Peace 
and  a  plan  for  the  achievement  of  universal  and 
everlasting  goodwill  and  harmony  among  men. 
He  was  born — and  his  skills  and  gifts  and  bless¬ 
ings  were  born  with  him — not  for  a  day,  nor 
an  age,  nor  for  the  Hebrew  people  alone:  he 
and  his  message  came  for  all  centuries  and  for 
all  races  and  peoples.  And  the  message,  and 
counsel,  and  teaching,  and  salvation,  and  heal¬ 
ing,  and  peace  are  for  all  time  and  for  all  men. 
Christmas  is  today  and  to  all  eternity:  “let  us  re¬ 
joice  and  be  glad.” 

Was  there  joy  in  your  heart  on  December 
25  as  you  sang  the  Christmas  carols,  as  you  gave 
gifts,  as  you  thought  of  God’s  concern  for  you 
and  his  gifts  to  you  through  Jesus?  The  same 
gifts  and  blessings  and  concerns  are  yours  on 
December  26  and  on  June  25.  Why  not  be  filled 
with  joy  then  also? 

Suppose  that  each  day  for  a  year  you  and  I 
should  sing,  “There’s  a  song  in  the  air!  There’s 
a  star  in  the  sky!”  or  some  other  equally  beau¬ 
tiful  and  timelessly  true  carol.  Suppose  that 
each  day  we  deliberately  endeavored  to  live  in 
the  spirit  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus:  in  harmony 
with  God  and  with  man  and  with  God’s  uni¬ 
verse;  in  peace  with  all  men;  in  thankfulness  to 
God  for  Jesus  Christ  and  for  their  revelation  of 
love  and  of  eternal  life.  And  suppose  that — still 
in  the  Christmas  spirit — you  and  I  made  a  gift 
to  a  needy  one,  or  said  a  kind  and  instructive 
word,  or  did  a  helpful  and  healing  deed  each 
day  for  at  least  one  person.  Would  we  not  then 
be  giving  meaning  to  Christmas  the  year  round 
and  help  usher  in  the  day  and  world  Christ  en¬ 
visioned? 

Join  we  in  the  wise  men’s  journey. 

With  the  shepherds  Christ  adore’; 

To  the  Child  we  kneel  in  worship, 

Lay  before  him  precious  store. 

Ah,  the  Man  will  ask  for  treasure 
Richer  far  than  incense,  gold: 

God,  forbid  that  when  he  calls  us 
We  shall  heart  of  life  withold! 
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Little  Rock  Conference  Treasurer’s  Report 

FOR  JUNE  10,  1935  THROUGH  DECEMBER  10,  1955 


Charge  and 

Diet. 

IBishops 

Conf.  | 
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I  Cemb. 

Church 

Supt. 

|  Fund 

Claim.!  M.S.P. 

M.S.C. 

Q  A  J 

W.  9. 

[  Fund 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 


AMITY  CIRCUIT  $  1$ 

Amity  .  75.00; 

Findley  .  2.00 

Point  Cedar  .  6.00 

Sweet  Home  .  4.00 

ARKADELPHIA  Churches 

First  Church  .  366.00 

St.  Andrews  .  60.00 

ARKADELPHIA  CIRCUIT 

Harts  Chapel  .  8.00 

Hollywood  .  21.00 

Mt.  Pisgah  .  6.00| 

Mt.  Zion  .  8.00 

Smyrna  .  8.00 

BISMARK  CIRCUIT 

Bismark  .  50.00 

Christian  Home  .  5.00 

Oma  .  7.00 

DALARK  CIRCUIT 

Dalark  .  20.00 

Bethlehem  .  40.00 

Manchester  .  34.50 

Rock  Springs  .  19.00 

DELIGHT  CIRCUIT 

Delight  .  88.00 

Antoine  .  17.50 

Pisgah  . .  8.00 

Saline  .  8.00 

FRIENDSHIP  CIRCUIT 

Friendship  .  15.00 

Leau  Fraiz  .  10.00 

Midway  . 9.00 

Rolls  .  4.00 

Social  Hill  .  12.50 

GLENWOOD  . .  135.00 

County  Line 

Grant's  Chapel  .  9.00 

GURDON  .  250.00 

HOT  SPRINGS 

First  Church  .  420.00 

Fountain  Hill  .  74.00 

Grand  Ave . 270.00 

Gardner  . .  45.00 

Oaklawn  . 175.00 

Pullman  Heights  .  208.30 

Tigert  Memorial  .  20.00 

HOT  SPRINGS  CIRCUIT 

Gum  Springs  .  8.00 

Mountain  Pine  .  22.00 

New  Salem  .  lO.OOj 

MALVERN  CHURCHES 

First  Church  .  325.00 

Keith  Memorial  .  150.00 

MOUNT  IDA  .  166.50 

MT.  IDA 

Norman  .  26.00 

Oden  .  25.00 

MURFREESBORO  .  120.00 

Boto  . 2.50 

Japany  .  2.50 

OKOLONA  CIRCUIT  | 

Okolona  .  60.001 

Center  Grove  .  30.00 1 

Trinity  .  30.001 

PINEY  GROVE  .  60.00| 

PRINCETON  CIRCUIT 

Macedonia  .  10.001 

Providence  .  9.00| 

Waverly  .  4.06 

Zion  .  4.00 

ROCKPORT  CIRCUIT 
Butterfield 


10.00 

Rockport  . .  60.00 

- -  220.00 

30.00 


21.00 

$ 

100.00 

$ 

5.00 

$ 

15.00 

$ 

21.00 

$  9 

30.00 

2.00 

1.00 

2.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

22.00 

5.00 

3.00 

72.00 

540.00 

72.00 

90.00 

1500.00 

12.00 

90.00 

12.00 

6.00 

50.00 

2.00 

12.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

15.00 

5.00 

32.00 

4.00 

4.00 

4.00 

22.00 

2.00 

16.00| 

1.00 

2.00 

3.00 

17.00 

2.00 

12.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

16.00 

2.00 

12.00 

2.00 

3.00 

4.00 

15.06 

10.00 

100.00 

12.00 

10.00 

9.00 

40.00 

2.00 

5.00 

1.00 

3.00 

15.00 

1.00 

9.00 

1.00 

4.00 

13.00 

8.00 

26.00 

8.00 

5.00 

26.00 

8.00 

60.00 

8.00 

9.00 

55.00 

7.00 

51.50 

7.00 

9.00 

47.50 

7.00 

20.00 

7.00 

7.00 

19.00 

19.00 

126.00 

11.60 

20.60 

10.00 

100.00 

3.50 

26.00 

2.06 

30.00 

3.00 

10.06 

3.00 

5.00 

2.00 

12.00 

2.00 

16.00 

5.00 

17.00 

1.00 

3.00 

40.00 

2.00 

14.00 

2.00 

4.00 

24.00 

2.25 

9.00 

2.25 

11.00 

2.00 

«  8.00 

2.00 

12.00 

5.00 

25.00 

7.00 

26.00 

27.00 

202.50 

13.50 

12.50 

112.50 

2.06 

13.50 

1.00 

2.50 

10.00 

8.00 

50.00 

375.00 

23.00 

50.00 

40.00 

700.00 

120.50 

630.00 

129.50 

80.15 

2333.33 

14.00 

112.00 

8.00 

15.00 

5.00 

50.00 

21.60 

200.00 

25.00 

54.00 

340.00 

9.00 

67.50 

9.00 

4.50 

25.00 

84.00 

340.00 

200.00 

50.00 

373.00 

28.00 

50.00 

35.00 

367.50 

6.00 

180.00 

12.00 

24.00 

20.00 

2.00 

10.00 

2.00 

2.00 

10.00 

4.00 

34.00 

4.00 

2.00 

10.00 

2.00 

15.00 

2.00 

1.00 

10.00 

130.00 

600.00 

130.00 

97.50 

1105.00 

30.00 

224.00 

30.00 

22.00 

100.00 

33.00 

248.75 

33.25 

12.50 

142.60 

5.00 

39.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

37.50 

5.00 

5.00 

24.00 

180.00 

24.00 

20.00 

200.00 

.50 

4.00 

1.00 

.50 

4.00 

1.00 

12.00 

90.00 

1  6.00 

12.00 

10.00 

58.00 

8.00 

44.00 

3.00 

6.00 

4.00 

61.00 

6.00 

44.00 

3.00 

6.00 

4.00 

44.00 

12.00 

90.00 

— 

12.00 

10.00 

26.00 

10.00 

2.00 

9.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

10.00 

4.00 

1.00 

4.00 

1.00 

2.00 

15.00 

2.00 

2.30 

14.00 

24.00 

80.00 

24.00 

30.00 

44.00 

220.06 

44.00 

90.00 

8.00 

36.00 

49.00 

42.00 

315.00 

42.00 

30.00 

300.00 

993.25 

6196.23 

147.00 

927.50 

604.15 

8612.33 

3.00 

LOO 


52.00 

4.00 

1.00 


2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

3.00 

4.00 

3.00 

3.00 


1.00 

2.00 

2.00 


9.00 

31.50 

6.00 


3.00 

8 .66 

8.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

48.00 

12.00 

10.00 

4.00 

2.00 

8.00 


4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 


1.00 


3.00 

7.00 


16.00 

279.50 


SHOREWOOD  HILLS 
Magnet  Cove 

SPARKMAN  .  210.00 

TOTAL  . 54106.30 

ADVANCE:  First  Church,  Arkadelphia  $105.00,  Rock  Springs  $5.00,  Midway  $3.25,  First 
Church,  Hot  Springs  $141.00,  Grand  Ave.  $1.00,  First .  Church,  Malvern  $5.<K>,  St. 
Paul  $1.00,  Mount  Ida  $21.00,  Norman  $5.00,  Okolona  $1.00,  Shorewood  Hills  $60.00, 
Sparkman  $25.00. 

Total  . . . $373.23 

WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION:  Amity  $8.16,  First  Church,  Arkadelphia  $123.30,  St. 
Andrews  $7.32,  Hollywood  $7.00,  Oma  $5.00,  Dalark  $5.00,  Bethlehem  $14  00,  Rock 
Springs  $10.00,  Delight  $11.00,  Antoine  $3.50,  Saline  $5  00  Glenwood  $20.00,  Grants 
Chapel  $8.48,  Gurdon  $18.50,  First  Church.  Hot  Springs  $239.00,  Fountain  Lake  $10.00, 
Grand  Avenue  $71.50,  Gardner  $13.90,  Pullman  Heights  $31.94,  Tigert  Mem. 

First  Church,  Malvern  $168.13,  Keith  Mem.  $15.80,  Mount  Ida  $11.67,  Norman 
Murfreesboro  $25.00,  Okolona  $9.50,  Center  Grove  $4.50,  Trinity  $7.00,  Piney 
$9.00,  Butterfield  $4.50,  Rockport  $8.37,  Shorewood  Hills  $15.06,  Magnet  Cove 
Sparkman  $10.55.  «qib  nv 

STUDENT  DAY:  Pisgah  $2.35,  Fountain  Lake  $10.00,  Gardner  $5.60,  Keith  Mem. 
$10.00,  Shorewood  Hills  $5.00.  ~ 

Total  , . . 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  DAY:  Amity  $10.00,  First  Church,  Arkadelphia  $100^00,  St.  Andrews 
$10  00.  Hollywood  $5.00,  Mt.  Pisgah  $6.00,  Bismark  $5.00,  Oma  $3.00,  Bethlehem  $5.00, 
Rock  Springs  $5 .007  Delight  $5.00,  Pisgah  $2.35,  Saline  $4.15,  Midway  $L50,  Glenwood 
$20.00,  Gurdon  $50.00|  First  Church,  Hot  Springs,  $125.00, 

Heights  $36.00.  Tigert  Mem.  $5.00,  First  Church,  Malvern,  $100.00,  Mount  Ida  $15.00, 
Norm  an  $2.00,  Oden  $2.00,  Murfreesboro  $80.00,  Okolona  $10.00  Center  Grove  $5.00, 
Trinity  $5.00,  Piney  Grove  $5.00,  Butterfield  $5.00,  Rockport  $5.00,  Shorewood  Hills 
$10.00,  Magnet  Cove  $5.00,  Sparkman  $35.00. 

Total  . 

M  Y  F:  First  Church;  Arkadelphia  $57.70,  Manehester  $5.«>,  First  Church,  Hot  Springs 
$289  50  Grand  Ave.  $30.00,  First  Church,  Malvern  $77.86,  Keith  Mem.  $14.10,  Mount 
Ida  $5.00,  Murfreesboro  $10.98,  Okolona  $5.00,  Trinity  $10.00,  Shorewood  Hills  $8.40. 

Total  . . 

RACE  RELATION': '  Shorewood  Hills  $15.00  . flS  OO 

NOVEMBER1  ^SPECIAL;8  Amity  $15.00.  First  Church,  Arkadelphia  $100.00.  St.  Andrews 
$10.00,  Hollywood  $10.00,  Mt.  Pisgah  $7.00,  Bismark  $8.00,  Oma  $5.00,  Bethlehem 
$10.00,  Rock  Springs  $5.00,  Delight  $28.83,  Glenwood  $10.00,  Gurdon  $100.00,  First 
Church,  Hot  Springs  $328.50,  Grand  Ave.  $100.00,  Gardner  $5.00,  Oaklawn  $30  00 
Pullman  Heights  $4O.00TTigert  Mem.  $5.00,  First  Church,  Malvern,  $250.00,  Mount 
Ida  $15.00,  Norman  $2.00,  Oden  $2.00,  Murfreesboro  $2500, .Okolona _$13.00,  Center 
Grove  $7.00;  Trinity  $10.00,  Piney  Grove  $8.00,  Butterfield  $8.00,  Rockport  $3.00, 
Shorewood  Hills  $10.00,  Sparkman  $35.00. 

Total  . . 

1000  CLUB:  Arkadelphia  District  $560.00 .  . . 

DISTRICT:  Amity  $30.60,  County  Line  $3.00,  Oaklawn  $126.00,  Butterfield  $8.00. 

Total  . . . . 

TEMPERANCE  FILM:  "  Fi rst  Church ,  Arkadelphia  $25.00 . 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  FUND:  Glenwood  $119.00  . $11900 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION:  Shorewood  Hills  $5.00  . . $5  00 

HENDRIX  ENDOWMENT:  Shorewood  Hills  $8.00  . $5.00 

TOTAL  FOR  DISTRICT  . $26,508.02 


Charge  and 

Church 

Dl«t 

Supt 

Bishop* 

Fund 

Conf. 
Claim.  | 

M.8.P. 

M.S.C. 

Q  A  J 

W.  8.  | 

Camb. 

Fund 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT 

BEARDEN  . $ 

$  16.50 

$  123.75 

$  18.00 

$  16.50 

f  7.50 

(  80.00 

$  . 

Lakeside  . 

15.00 

3.00 

22.50 

1.50 

2.75 

1.50 

15.00 

1.7$ 

BUENA  VISTA-LISBON 

Buena  Vista  . 

50.00 

10.00 

75.00 

5.00 

10.00 

30.00 

Lisbon  . 

36.00 

7.20 

54.00 

3.60 

7.20 

8.50 

30.00 

4.06 

BRADLEY  . 

135.00 

27.00 

202.00 

27.00 

10.00 

150.00 

16.00 

BUCKNER  CT. 

Buckner  . 

55.00 

18.00 

85.00 

100.00 

11.00 

Kilgore  Lodge  . 

20.00 

4.00 

30.00 

4.00 

30.00 

5.00 

Mt.  Vernon  . 

26.00 

7.00 

24.50 

2.00 

30.00 

Oak  Grove  . 

25.00 

5.00 

37.50 

5.00 

3.00 

5.00 

Sardis  . 

9.001 

7.00 

32.10 

7.00 

6.00 

10.00 

6.00 

Shiloh  . 

4.00 

6.00 

2.00 

6.00 

CALION-QUINN 

Calion  . 

61.00 

12.50 

91.50 

12.24 

31.25 

7.50 

75.00 

7.66 

Ebenezer  . 

15.00 

3.00 

22.00 

3.00 

5.00 

30.00 

8.00 

Quinn  . 

25.00 

5.00 

37.50 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

20.00 

10.60 

CAMDEN  CHURCHES 

Fairview  . 

208.50 

41.75 

312.50 

80.00 

41.75 

40.00 

291.75 

27.00 

First  Church  . 

402.00 

160.00 

500.00 

80.00 

160.00 

200.00 

3000.00 

168.00 

CHIDESTER  . 

100.00 

44.00 

100.00 

44.00 

16.00 

100.00 

Missouri  . 

31.00 

2.00 

Red  Hill  . 

19.00 

4.00 

22.66 

Shady  Grove  . 

5.00 

15.00 

Silver  Springs  . 

33.00 

7.66 

50.00 

7.66 

4.00 

10.00 

8.00 

COLUMBIA  CT. 

Harmony  . 

25.00 

10.00 

19.00 

10.00 

5.00 

32.50 

7.00 

New  Hope  . 

25.00 

5.00 

45.00 

5.00 

21.00 

7.00 

Philadelphia  . 

40.00 

10.00 

60.00 

5.00 

5.00 

65.00 

7.00 

Sharman  . 

12.50 

2.50 

18.75 

__ 

2.50 

1.25 

16.25 

1.75 

EL  DORADO  Churches 

First  Church  . 

420.00 

252.00 

1890.00 

252.00 

200.00 

3442.50 

165.00 

Vantrease  Memorial.. 

350.00 

105.00 

350.00 

60.82 

100.00 

50.00 

309.00 

50.00 

St.  Lukes  . 

45.00 

9.00 

67.50 

15.00 

9.00 

1.50 

25.00 

5.00 

ST.  LUKES— EL  DORADO 

Bethel  . 

20.00 

4.00 

16.00 

4.00 

2.00 

20.00 

4.00 

Centennial  . 

30.00 

6.00 

44.00 

4.00 

1.00 

30.00 

3.00 

Dumas  Memorial  . 

37.50 

7.50 

56.00 

7.50 

3.00 

37.50 

5.00 

EMERSON  CT. 

Atlanta  . 

15.00 

6.00 

25.00 

6.00 

5.00 

20.00 

5.00 

Christie's  Chapel  . 

7.50 

3.00 

11.00 

3.00 

3.00 

12.50 

4.00 

Emerson  . 

15.00 

3.00 

23.00 

3.00 

5.00 

33.00 

3.00 

Ware’s  Chapel  . 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

2.06 

HARMONY  GROVE  . 

75.00 

15.00 

U2.50 

15.00 

6.00 

50.00 

6.00 

HOLLY  SPRINGS  CT . 

13.00 

HoUy  Springs  . 

60.00 

12.00 

90.00 

12.00 

2.50 

50.00 

4.00 

Mt.  Carmel  . 

7.50 

1.50 

11.50 

1.50 

1.00 

16.50 

1.00 

Mt.  OUvet  . 

26.50 

5.50 

31.50 

5.50 

33.50 

4.50 

Sardis  . 

25.00 

5.00 

30.00 

6.00 

2.00 

37.50 

2.00 

JUNCTION  CITY  . 

120.00 

48.00 

100.00 

24.00 

100.00 

8.00 

Beech  Grove  . 

10.00 

2.00 

15.00 

2.00 

15.00 

4.00 

Olive  Branch  . 

5.00 

.50 

7.50 

1.00 

5.00 

1.00 

LEWISVILLE  . 

215.00 

43.00 

322.50 

21.50 

43.00 

25.00 

450.00 

35.00 

LOUANN 

Liberty  . . 

25.50 

5.00 

34.00 

5.00 

2.50 

28.75 

4.00 

LOUANN  . 

40.00 

10.00 

70.00 

10.00 

62.50 

13.00 

Silver  Hill  . 

75.00 

15.00 

112.50 

15.00 

67.50 

11.50 

MAGNOLIA  CHURCHES 

First  Church  . 

349.98 

110.02 

830.02 

110.02 

77.52 

1855.98 

60.00 

Jackson  St . 

240.00 

48.00 

360.00 

24.00 

48.00 

30.00 

450.00 

17.50 

MAGNOLIA  CT. 

Greens  Chapel  . 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.60 

10.00 

2.00 

Mt.  Pisgah  . 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

2.50 

New  Era  . 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

2.00 

New  Hope  . 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

2.00 

Wingfield"  . 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

2.00 

MARYSVILLE-FREDONIA 

Bethel  . 

38.00 

5.00 

35.00 

5.00 

36.00 

Fredonia  . 

50.00 

20.00 

100.00 

9.00 

20.00 

14.00 

75.00 

14.00 

Friendship  . 

20.00 

8.00 

28.00 

8.00 

4.00 

23.00 

5.50 

MarysviUe  . 

30.00 

6.00 

45.00 

6.00 

31.00 

NORPHLET  . 

135.001  27.00 

100.00 

27.00 

27.00 

30.00 

100.00 

40.06 

PARKERS  CHAPEL- 

PLEASANT  GROVE 

Parkers  Chapel  . 

210.00 

42.00 

318.00 

42.00 

20.00 

250.00 

21.00 

Pleasant  Grove  . 

105.00 

21.00 

260.00 

28.00 

20.00 

137.50 

21.00 

SMACKOVER  . 

240.00 

48.00 

360.00 

48.00 

50.00 

450.00 

70.00 

STAMPS  . 

360.00 

72.00 

540.00 

72.00 

50.00 

675.00 

42.00 

STEPHENS  . 

225.00 

45.00 

337.50 

45.00 

25.00 

456.00 

21.00 

STRONG-HUTTIG 

Bolding  . 

7.50 

1.50 

11.50 

1.50 

2.00 

20.00 

Huttig  . 

54.00 

9.00 

68.00 

9.00 

75.00 

7.00 

Strong  . 

67.50 

13.50 

101.25 

13.50 

5.00 

3.2S 

Taylor  . 

135.00 

27.00 

202.50 

10.00 

27.00 

112.80 

19.50 

Welcome  . 

32.50 

6.50 

50.00 

3.25 

16.25 

6.00 

37.50 

6.06 

TAYLOR  CT. 

Pine  Grove  . 

5.00 

1.00 

7.50 

1.00 

16.00 

3.06 

TIMOTHY- WESTSIDE 

Timothy  . 

60.00 

12.00 

90.00 

6.00 

12.00 

5.00 

50.00 

6.06 

Westside  . 

60.00 

12.00 

90.00 

12.00 

5.00 

1.00 

6.06 

UNION-RHODES  CHAPEL 

Rhodes  Chapel  . 

30.00 

12.00 

45.00 

12.00 

5.00 

50.00 

6.00 

Union  . 

60.00 

24.00 

90.00 

24.00 

10.00 

87.00 

8.00 

VILLAGE  CT. 

Village  . 

85.00 

17.00 

106.00 

25.00 

16.00 

9.00 

60.00 

3.00 

Ebenezer  . 

20.00 

4.00 

30.00 

4.00 

2.00 

40.00 

Lydesdale  . 

20.00 

4.00 

30.00 

8.00 

4.00 

45.00 

4.00 

WALDO-WILLISVILLE 

Waldo  . 

150.00 

30.00 

22S.00 

30.00 

350  00 

25  00 

WillisviUe  . 

80  00 

16.00 

120.00 

16.00 

15.00 

100.00 

12  00 

TOTAL  . $5864.98 

1614.97 

10031.37 

394.91 

1592.72 

1020.27 

14558.73 

1053.75 

ADVANCE :  Buena  Vista  $5.00,  Lisbon  $5.00,  Kilgore  Lodge  $10.00,  First  Church,  Camden 

E.00,  Harmony  $12.00,  Philadelphia  $3.00,  Sharman  $3.00,  First  Church,  El  Dorado, 
.00,  St.  Lukes  $15.00,  Dumas  Memorial  $12.50,  Lewisville  $125.00,  Silver  Hill  $50.60, 
it  Church,  Magnolia  $600.00,  McNeil  $257.58,  New  Era  $14.00,  Marysville  $5.00, 
Pleasant  Grove  $25.00,  Stamps  $100.00,  Huttig  $6.00,  Timothy  $12.50,  Rhodes  Chapel 
$25.00,  Union  $50.00,  Village  $50.00,  Ebenezer  $10.00,  Lydesdale  $25.00,  Waldo  $38.00, 
WillisviUe  $50.00. 

Total  . $2458.58 

WEEK  OF  DEDICATION:  Oak  Grove  $5.00,  Calion  $25.00,  Taylor  $11.50,  Timothy  $9.00. 

Total  . . . $50.50 

WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION:  Bearden  $37.50,  Buena  Vista  $6.40,  Bradley  $60.00, 
Kilgore  Lodge  $5.00,  Mt.  Vernon  $1.00,  Oak  Grove  $2.00,  Shiloh  $1.00,  Calion  $20.00, 
Quinn  $5.00,  Fairview  $63.61,  First  Church,  Camden  $151.26,  Chidester  $16.00,  New 
Hope  $7.38,  Philadelphia  $18.00,  Sharman  $5.00,  First  Church,  El  Dorado  $300.00, 
Vantrease  Mem.  $58.72,  Harmony  Grove  $10.00,  Holly  Springs  $9.78,  Mt.  Carmel 
$5.00,  Mt.  Olivet  $0.90,  Sardis  $6.00,  Junction  City  $35.00,  Lewisville  $50.00,  Liberty 
$10.55,  Louann  $9.00,  Silver  Hill  $14.00,  First  Church,  Magnolia  $291.51,  Jackson  Street 
$46.96,  Bethel  $3.00,  Norphlet  $15.00,  Parkers  Chapel  $36.50,  Pleasant  Grove  $10.00, 
Smackover  $80.00,  Stamps  $50.00,  Stephens  $47.55,  Huttig  $15.00,  Westside  $15.00, 
Rhodes  Chapel  $12.75,  Union  $17.27,  Village  $10.00,  Lydesdale  $12.20,  Waldo  $25.86. 
WillisviUe  $13.50.  * 

Total  . $1,610.20 

STUDENT  DAY:  First  Church,  Camden  $47.50,  First  Church,  El  Dorado  $100.00,  Van¬ 
trease  Mem.  $35.00,  Beech  Grove  $2.00,  First  Church,  Magnolia  $50.00,  Jackson  Street 
$35.00,  Bethel  $3.00,  Stamps  $25.00,  Strong  $10.00. 

Total  . $299.50 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  DAY:  Bearden  $16.49,  Lakeside  $2.50,  Lisbon  $2.50,  Oak  Grove 
$2.00,  Calion  $10.00,  Quinn  $5.00,  Fairview  $40.00,  First  Church,  Camden  $125.00 
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Harmony  85.00,  Philadelphia  $5.00,  Sharman  $1.25,  First  Church,  El  Dorado  $»0«.W, 
Vantrease  Mem.  $35.00,  St.  Lukes  $5.00,  Dumas  M«m.  85.00,  Emerson  *8.00,  Wares 
Chapel  fl  W.  Holly  Springs  85  00,  Mt.  Carmel  8100,  Mt.  Olivet  |4.(K), _Sardia  $400, 
L*wlsviUe  835.00,  Uberty  8200.  Louann  8500.  Sliver  mil  MOO, 

nolia  8150.00,  Jackson  Street  $30.00,  Greens  Chapel  81-00,  Mt  Plsgah  81.00,  New  Era 
$1.00,  New  kop*  8100,  Wingfield  $1.00,  Marysvme  85.00  Norphl#t  $20  00.  Pikers 
Chapel  810.00,  Smackover  $60.00,  Stamps  $40.00,  Stephens  $40^00,  Huttig  $15-00.  ^£.0"* 

{10.00,  Welcome  *6.00,  Timothy  $2.50,  Westside  $5.00,  Rhodes  Chapel  $5.00,  Union 
5.00,  Village  $10.00,  Ebenezer  $5.00,  Lydesdale  $5.00,  Waldo  $25.00,  WillisviUe  $15.00. 

. . . 

V  F:  Br adley  $  10 ! 61,Fa irvie w  866.69,  First  Church,  Camden  $59.60,  Philadelphia 
$5.00,  First  Church,  El  Dorado  $20.95,  Vantrease  Mem  $3  00,  Junction  City  $14  00 
leech  Grove  $1.00,  Jackson  Street  $42.00,  New  Era  $12.00,  Marysvil^  $10  «)  Norphlet 
$3.00,  Parkers  Chapel  $30.00,  Pleasant  Grove  $24.00,  Timothy  $24.00,  Village  $30.00, 
Ebenezer  $6.00,  Lydesdale  $3.75. 

Total  . $365.60 


RACE 


Calion  $10.00,  Vantrease  Mem.  $25.00. 

Grove  $0.90,  Beech  Grove 


..$35.00 

$1.00,  Parkers 


RELATION: 

Total  . 

CAMP:  Vantrease  Mem.  $50.00,  Harmony 

Chapel  $20.00,  Ebenezer  $15.00.  nn 

Total  . ; . $17o.uu 

NOVEMBER  SPECIAL:  Bearden  $13.70,  Bradley  $63.90,  Quinn  $10.00,  Fairview  $140.00, 
First  Church,  Camden  $750.00,  First  Church,  El  Dorado  $125.00,  Vantrease  Mem. 

t 100.00,  Mt.  Carmel  $5.00,  Lewisville  $58.00,  First  Church,  Magnolia  $300.00,  Jackson 
t.  $50.00,  Parkers  Chapel  $25.00,  Smackover  $150.00,  Stamps  $40.00,  Stephens  $50.00, 
Bolding  $2.00,  Taylor  $10.00,  Timothy  $25.00,  Westside  $25.00,  Union  $35.00,  Village 
$15.00,  Ebenezer  $12.00,  Lydesdale  $15.20,  Waldo  $37.01,  WillisviUe  $13.00. 

Total  . . . $20otf.ol 

1000  CLUB:  Camden  District  $820.00  . . .....-$820  00 

DISTRICT:  Mt.  Vernon  $9.50,  Sardis  $3.60,  Cahon  $18.50,  First  Church,  Camden  $80.00, 
PhUadelphia  $10.00,  Vantrease  Mem.  $150.00,  Dumas  Mem.  $11.25,  Emerson  $4.00, 
Wares  Chapel  $2.0Q,  Olive  Branch  $1.50,  Greens  Chapel  $2.00,  Mt.  Pisgah  $2  00.  New 
Era  $2.00,  New  Hope  $2.00,  Wingfield  $2.00,  Bethel  $5.00,  Pleasant  GroVe  $31.50, 
Strong  $20.25,  Timothy  $9.00,  WillisviUe  $24.00. 

Total  . » . - . . . . ^390. 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  DAY: 

Louann  $17.50,  Silver  HU1 

Rhodes  Chapel  $12.00,  Union  $25.13,  ViUage  $10.00.  -  ,  „„ 

Total  . $194.73 

DISTRICT  TOTALS  . $45,598.96 


. 

Cal  ion  $33 .66.  Qu  inn  $26 . 50 ,  First  Church,  Camden  $5.00, 
$10.00,  Taylor  $25.60,  Timothy  $15.00,  Westside  $15.00, 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


E.  C.  Rule,  D.  S . $ 

ASHDOWN  . 

BINGEN  CT  . 

Bingen  . 

Averys  Chapel  . 

Biggs  Chapel  . 

Bluff  Springs  . 

Doyle  . 

Friendship  . 

Sweet  Home  . 

BLEVINS  CT. 

Blevins  . 

Bethel  . 

Macedonia  . 

McCaskill  . 

Sweet  Home  . . 

BOYD-FOUKE 

Boyd  . . . 

Fouke  . 

CENTER  POINT  CT. 

Bluff  Springs  . 

Center  . 

Center  Point  . 

Shiloh  . 

Trinity  . 

Wakefield  . 

DEQUEEN  . 

DIERKS  . 

Greens  Chapel  . 

DODDRIDGE  CT. 

Concord  . 

Doddridge  . 

OUve  Branch  . 

EMMET  CT. 

Emmet  . 

DeAnn  . 

Holly  Grove  . 

Midway  . 

FOREMAN  . 

HATFIELD  . 

Cove  . 

GiUham  . 

Old  Cove  . 

Vandervoort  . 

Wickes  . 

HOPE 

First  Church  . 

HORATIO  CT. 

Horatio  . 

Walnut  Springs  . 

WUliamson  . 

LOCKESBURG  . 

LOCKESBURG  CT. 

BeUeviUe  . 

FIRST  CHURCH,  Mena  . 
MENA  CIRCUIT 

Cherry  HiU  . 

DaUas  . 

Mountain  View  . 

Shady  Grove  . 

Mineral  Springs  . 

NASHVILLE  . 

PRESCOTT 

First  Church  . 

PRESCOTT  CT  . 

Carolina  . 

Fairview  . 

Harmony  . 

Moscow  . 

Mt.  Moriah  . 

New  Salem  . 


. | 

$  . 

$  . 

$  40.00'$  . 

$  . 

$  . $ 

112.501 

22.50 

168.75 

22.50 

15.00 

267.50 

25.00 

5.00 

37.50 

5.70 

5.00 

65.00 

9  00 

13.00 

3.00 

32.00 

9.00 

2.00 

12.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

4.00 

1.00 

1.00 

4.00 

6.00 

1.00 

9.50 

1.00 

16.50 

7.00 

1.50 

10.50 

1.50 

8.75 

12.00 

2.00 

19.00 

3.00 

32.00 

90.00 

18.00 

135.00 

18.00 

14.00 

212.50 

8.00 

3.00 

8.00 

4.00 

35.00 

6.00 

1.00 

5.00 

1.00 

3.00 

35.00 

20.00 

4.00 

30.00 

4.00 

6.00 

30.00 

20.00 

20.00 

4.00 

24.00 

12.00 

2.50 

18.00 

1.00 

12.50 

12.00 

2.50 

18.00 

1.00 

31.80 

3.00 

4.00 

4.00 

8.00 

2.00 

11.00 

1.00 

2.00 

16.00 

6.00 

1.00 

10.00 

1.00 

1.00 

16.00 

5.00 

1.00 

8.00 

1.00 

1.00 

20.00 

10.00 

8.00 

2.00 

12.00 

2.00 

3.00 

18.00 

240.00 

48.00 

360.00 

48.00 

37.50 

700.00 

100.00 

32.00 

32.00 

10.00 

2.00 

8.00 

2.00 

5.00 

32.50 

4.00 

3.00 

9.00 

9.00 

15.50 

3.00 

23.00 

1.50 

3.00 

3.50 

30.00 

43.00 

6.50 

39.50 

4.50 

8.00 

42.00 

175.00 

35.00 

131.12. 

>  ........ 

35.00 

25.00 

200.00 

20  00 

4.00 

15.00 

4.00 

58.00 

21.00 

4.00 

45.00 

30.00 

12.00 

8.00 

9.00 

50.00 

150.00 

30.00 

120.00 

25.00 

300.00 

30.00 

5.00 

32.25 

10.00 

2.00 

15.00 

1.00 

2.00 

20.00 

20.00 

4.00 

30.00 

2.00 

4.00 

3.50 

1.00 

5.50 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

12.50 

15.00 

10.50 

9.50 

12.50 

3.00 

19.00 

2.00 

2.50 

25.00 

525.00 

105.00 

525.00 

35.00 

70.00 

72.50 

1940.50 

100.00 

118.00 

21.00 

11.50 

2.00 

9.00 

2.30 

3.50 

27.50 

11.00 

2.00 

15.00i  1.00 

2.00 

30.00 

110.00 

30.00 

200.00 

1  . 

24.00 

200.00 

12.00 

2.00 

19.00 

j  1.00 

12.00 

250.00 

96.00 

400.00 

96.00 

75.00 

800.00 

15.00 

3.00 

22.50 

1  . 

3.00 

1.50 

25.00 

5.00 

2.00 

7.50|  . 

1.00 

.25 

10.00 

20. 0C 

4.0C 

30.001 

4.0C 

4.0C 

23.00 

20.0C 

4.0C 

30. 0( 

4.0C 

2.00 

44.00 

150. 0C 

30.0C 

225.00 

30.00 

10.00 

250.00 

275.00 

55.00 

424.00 

. 

55.00 

20.00 

750.00 

225.00 

45.00 

238.00 

45.00 

37.00 

525.00 

6.00 

4.00 

7.00 

. 

4.00 

16.00 

6.00 

6.<X 

71.00 

10.0< 

2.0( 

10. 5( 

. 

2.0< 

20.00 

6.00 

2.0C 

e.o< 

. 

2.00 

15.00 

20. 0( 

4.00 

30. 0( 

. 

7.50 

1.50 

11.0C 

. 

3.00 

. 

15.00 

15.00 

6.50 

6.00 

3.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

3.00 

14.00 

9.00 

2.00 

4.00 


1.50 

1.50 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

a"66 

24.00 

29.00 

4.00 

2.00 

4.00 

20.00 

8.00 


3.00 

7.00 

2.00 

3.50 
90.60 

20.00 

2.50 
5.00 

31.00 


Chari*  and 

Church 


Di«t. 

Supt. 


Bishop* 

Fund 

C*nf. 

Claim. 

( 

M.S.P.  |  M.S.C. 

e  *  j 

W.  8.  J 

C*mb. 

Fund 


RICHMOND  CT. 

Richmond  .  17.00 

Ben  Lomond  .  12.06 

Hicks  .  4.00 

Ogden  .  29.00 

Wades  Chap*l  .  14.00 

Wilton  .  14  00 

RONDO  CT  . 

Rondo  .  70.00 

Harmony  Grove  .  90.00 

HoUy  Springs  .  17.50 

Pleasant  HiU  .  16.00 

SPRINGHILL  CT. 

Fulton  .  600 

Hinton  .  5.00 

Oak  Grove  .  17.50 

Sardis  Union  .  5.00 

SprlnghiU  .  35.00 

TEXARKANA  CHURCHES 

CoUege  HiU  .  240.00 

Fairview  .  198.00 

Few  Memorial  .  96.80 

First  Church  .  405.00 

WASHINGTON  CT. 

Washington  .  20.00 

Columbus  .  18.00 

Ozan  .  50.00 

St.  Paul  .  10.00 

WINTHROP  CT. 

Winthrop  .  10.00 

Alleene  .  5.00 

Brownstown  .  10.00 

Chapel  HiU  .  5.81 

Mt.  Ida  . 

TOTAL  . $4478.61 


3.50 

2.50 
1.00 
6.00 
6.00 
3.00 

14.00 

18.00 

3.50 
6.00 

1.00 

1.00 

3.50 

1.00 

7.00 

48.00 

48.00 

19.36 

81.00 

4.00 

4.00 

10.00 

2.00 


3.00 

5.00 

1.19 


947.55 


25.50 
18.00 

5.50 

44.00 

21.00 

21.00 

106.00 

135.00 

26.00 

24.00 

9.00 

8.00 

26.00 

8.00 

62.50 

360.00 

360.00 

145.60 

607.50 

20.00 


75.00 

15.00 

7.50 

1.00 

16.25 

5.25 


7.00 


1.50 

3.00 


3.50 

7.00 


24.00 

40^50 


2.00 


5819.97  184.70 


5.00 


14.00 

18.00 

3.50 

6.00 

1.00 

1.00 

4.00 

1.00 

7.00 

48.00 

48.00 

19.36 

81.00 


4.00 

10.00 

2.00 


5.00 

1.00 


4.00 

4.00 

2.50 


11.00 


30.00 

73.35 

3.00 


3.00 

4.00 

.63 


860.79 


515.60 


37.50 

20.00 

11.50 
65.00 
80.00 
30.00 

62.50 
125.00 

25.00 

62.50 

18.00 

15.00 

30.00 

15.00 

65.56 

625.00 

644.00 

64.00 

2650.00 


50.00 

65.00 

27.00 

7.50 

1.00 

19.00 

7.77 

5.00 

12031.07 


5.60 

1.00 

4.06 

0.00 

2.50 

16.00 

10.00 

5.00 

6.00 

2.00 

2.00 


2.00 

8.00 

62.50 

86.00 

18.00 

114.68 

2.00 

6.00 

10.00 


3.00 

1.00 


841.40 


ADVANCE:  Hope  District  $175.00,  Ashdown  $62.50,  Bingen  Circuit  $5.00,  Bingen  $U. 00, 
Biggs  Chapel  $3.00,  Doyle  $2.00,  Sweet  Home  $3.00,  Emmet  J^st  Church,  Hope 

$500  00  Lockesburg  $25.00,  Mena  Ct.  $8.44,  Mineral  Springs  $125.00,  First  Church, 
Prescott  $78.00,  Prescott  Ct.  $2.00,  Ogden  $10.00,  Rondo  $5.00,  Harmony  Grove 
$15.00,  Holly  Springs  $5.00,  Pleasant  HiU  $5.00,  Few  Memorial,  Texarkana  $38.00, 
First  Church,  Texarkana  $783.43,  Ozan  $10.00,  Winthrop  $12.30. 

Total  . $1, 915.07 

WEEK  OF  DEDICATION  f  Bingen  $6.00,  Midway  $10.00,  Mineral  Springs  $67.00. 

Total  . $83.00 

WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION:  Ashdown  $33.70,  Bingen  $9.25,  Blevins  $11.00,  McCaskiU 
$5.00,  Sweet  Home  $3.00,  Boyd  $10.75,  Wakefield  $6.00,  DeQueen  $45.00,  Doddridge 
$10.00,  Emmet  $30.90,  Foreman  $13.00,  GiUham  $12.00,  Wickes  $6.38,  First  Church, 
Hope  $235.00,  Horatio  $25.00,  Lockesburg  $14.00,  First  Church,  Mena  $96.20,  Cherry 
HiU  $3.70,  DaUas  $1.50,  Mountain  View  $6.00,  Rocky  $1.50,  Shady  Grove  $2.96,  Mineral 
Springs  $50.00,  NashviUe  $46.00,  First  Church,  Prescott  $60.00,  Prescott  Circuit  $13.00, 
Richmond  $14.00,  Ben  Lomond  $7.00,  Ogden  $17.79,  Wades  Chapel  $4.50,  Wilton  $10.90, 
Rondo  $6.p0,  Harmony  Grove  $5.00,  HoUy  Sprmgs  $5.00,  Pleasant  HU1  $3.00,  Spring- 
hiU  $10.00,  CoUege  HiU  $25.00,  Few  Memorial.  Texarkana  $6.00,  First  Church, 
Texarkana  $350.00. . $1217.03 

STUDENT  DAY:  Mineral  Springs  $15.00  . $15.00 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  DAY:  Ashdown  $40.00,  Bingen  $8.00,  Averys  Chapel  $3.00,  Doyle 
$2  00,  Sweet  Home  $2.50,  Blevins  $15.00,  Bethel  $2.00,  Macedonia  $3.00,  McCaskiU 
$7  00,  Sweet  Home  $3.00,  DeQueen  $25.00,  Emmet  $15.00,  DeAnn  $5.00,  HoUy  Grove 
5  00,  Hatfield  $20.00,  First  Church,  Hope  $125.00,  Lockesburg  $25.00,  First  Church, 
Mena  $60.00,  Cherry  HiU  $6.00,  Mountain  View  $5.00,  Shady  Grove  $6.00,  Mineral 
Springs  $35.00,  NashviUe  $60.00,  Fairview  $4.00,  Mt.  Moriah  $3.00,  New  Salem  $3.00, 
Richmond  $4.00,  Ben  Lomond  $4.00,  Wades  Chapel  $4.00,  WUton  $4.00,  Rondo  $7.00. 
Harmony  Grove  $5.00,  HoUy  Springs  $5.00,  Pleasant  HiU  $3.00,  Oak  Grove  $10.06, 
SpringhiU  $10.00,  CoUege  HiU,  Texarkana  $25.00,  Fairview,  Texarkana  $40.00,  First 
Church,  Texarkana  $125.00,  Ozan  $5.00. 

Total  . $738.50 

M  Y  F:  Ashdown  $10.55,  DeQueen  $14.00,  Emmet  $2.00,  Hatfield  $8.80,  Wickes  $8.66, 
First  Church,  Hope  $80.00,  Lockesburg  $12.50,  First  Church,  Mena  $28.00,  Mineral 
Springs  $25.00,  Richmond  $12.15,  Rondo  $3.00,  CoUege  HiU,  Texarkana  $35.00,  First 
Church,  Texarkana  $28.90. 

Total  . $267.90 

RACE  RELATION:  First  Church,  Hope  $300.00  . - . $300.00 

CAMP:  First  Church,  Texarkana  $200.00  . $200.00 

NOVEMBER  SPECIAL:  Bingen  $20.00,  Wakefield  $13.50,  DeQueen  $75.00,  Emmet  $25.30, 

Midway  $12.00,  Wickes  $4.18,  First  Church,  Hope  $300.00,  Horatio  $10.00,  First  Church, 
Mena  $80.00,  Mineral  Springs  $50.00,  NashviUe  $100.00,  Prescott  Ct.  $10.00,  Rondo 
$5.00,  Harmony  Grove  $5.00,  HoUy  Springs  $3.00,  Pleasant  HiU  $5.00,  SpringhiU 
$10.00,  CoUege  HiU,  Texarkana  $32.75,  Fairview,  Texarkana  $50.00,  First  Church, 
Texarkana  $200.00,  Ozan  $5.00. 

Total  . $1,015.73 

1000  CLUB:  Hope  District  $400.00  . $400.00 

DISTRICT:  Fairview,  Texarkana  $48.00  . $48.00 

TEMPERANCE  FILM:  Emmet  $i5.60.  Mineral  Springs  $30.00,  NashviUe  $28.00,  Fair- 
view,  Texarkana  $21.51,  First  Church,  Texarkana  $100.00. 

Total  . $195.11 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  DAY:  Richmond  $65.00  . $65.00 

DISTRICT  TOTAL  . $32,140.63 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 


45.00 

1.00 

.25 

2.00 

2.00 

10.00 

65.00 

45.00 

4.00 

7.00 

1.00 

2.00 


AUSTIN  CIRCUIT 

Concord  . $ 

Mt.  Tabor  . 

Mt.  Zion  . 

South  Bend  . 

BAUXITE  . 

BENTON 

First  Church  . 

Parkview  . 

BETHEL-PRIDE  VALLEY 

Bethel  . 

BETHLEHEM  CIRCUIT 

Bethlehem  . 

Hebron  . 

Providence  . 

Smyrna  . 

BRYANT  . 

CARLISLE  . 

DES  ARC  . 

DE  VALLS  BLUFF 

Brasfield  . 


1.00 


$  6.00 

$  44.50 

$  . 

$  6.00 

$  7.00 

$  42.50 

$  7.00 

5.00 

40.00 

5.00 

3.00 

36.60 

3.00 

4.50 

30.00 

4.50 

2.50 

22.50 

2.00 

6.00 

20.00 

20.00 

90.00 

875.00 

90.00 

375.00 

60.00 

450.00 

60.00 

50.00 

1250.00 

53.00 

24.00 

180.00 

24.00 

12.50 

50.00 

15.00 

6.00 

45.00 

3.00 

6.00 

5.00 

25.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

4.00 

12.00 

1.50 

11.25 

1.50 

2.66 

40.00 

4.00 

2.50 

18.50 

2.50 

1.50 

22.00 

1.50 

2.60 

2.00 

1.00 

24.00 

144.00 

36.00 

10.00 

103.95 

8.50 

100.00 

750.00 

100.00 

70.00 

850.00 

75.00 

12.00 

90.00 

6.00 

12.00 

6.25 

105.00 

7.50 

2.05 

8.20 

2.05 

1.75 

7.50 

.65 

30.00 

27.00 

19.50 
15.00 

225.00 

300.00 

120.00 

30.00 

15.00 

7.50 

12.50 
13.00 

120.00 

500.00 

60.00 


10.25 

(CONTINUED  NEXT  WEEK) 


RECAPITULATION 


District 

Amt. 

Receipt 

D.  8. 

B.  F. 

C.  C. 

M.  S.  P, 

M.  S.  C. 

W.  S.  &  Conf.  Tele- 

Ben.  vision  G.  &  J. 

Adv. 

C.  s. 

Day 

M.  Y.  F. 

Area 

Fund 

ARKADELPHIA . 

.  $26,508.02 

$  4,100.30 

$  993.25 

$  6,196.25 

$  147.00 

$  927.50 

$  8,612.33 

$  111.80  $  604.15  $ 

373.25  $ 

692.00 

$  514.14  $ 

25.72 

CAMDEN . 

.  45,598.96 

5,864.98 

1,614.97 

10,031.37 

394.91 

1,592.72 

14,558.73 

421.50  1,020.27 

2,458.58 

997.24 

365.60 

96.95 

HOPE . 

.  32,140.63 

4,478.61 

947.55 

5,819.97 

184.70 

860.79 

12,031.07 

276.81  664.93 

1,915.67 

738.50 

267.90 

63.87 

LITTLE  ROCK . 

.  50,152.40 

6,269.69 

1,579.91 

8,397.70 

204.50 

1,238.05 

16,816.34 

356.72  1,089.17 

4,297.61 

698.50 

664.12 

82.05 

MONTICELLO . 

.  28,891.80 

4,694.50 

970.10 

6,941.95 

425.65 

914.80 

9,955.67 

297.73  438.64 

402.50 

352.92 

234.82 

68.50 

PINE  BLUFF . 

.  36,919.40 

5,815.25 

1,446.50 

8,163.25 

519.50 

1,408.25 

11,743.05 

375.65  830.67 

1,222.48 

539.02 

283.73 

86.40 

TOTALS . 

.  220,211.21 

31,229.33 

7,552.28 

45,550.59 

1,876.26 

6,942.11 

73,717.19 

1,840.21  4,647,83  10,670.09 

4,018.18 

2,330.31 

423.29 

R.  M. 

Camp 

1000 

Meth. 

Inter. 

Nov.  Week  of  Race  W.  W.  Wesley 

Student 

Hendrix 

Temp. 

District 

Day 

Fund 

Club 

Inf. 

Co-Op 

Spec.  Dedication  Relation  Com.  Fd. 

Day 

District 

Endowment 

Film 

ARKADELPHIA . 

.  $  119.00 

$  15.00 

$  560.00 

$  58.13 

$  83.85  $1,204.33  $ 

.  $ 

15.00  $  916.67  $  5.00 

$  32.35 

$  165.00 

$  5.00 

$  25.00 

CAMDEN . 

.  194.73 

176.00 

820.00 

219.18 

316.12 

2,069.81 

50.50 

35.00  1,610.20  . 

299.50 

390.16 

HOPE . 

.  65.00 

200.00 

400.00 

143.96 

207.63 

1,015.73 

83.00 

300.00  1,217.03  . 

15.00 

48.00 

195.11 

LITTLE  ROCK . 

.  131.50 

260.00 

3,140.00 

183.50 

267.54 

1,604.25 

65.00 

.  2,229.48  . 

46.15 

528.62 

MONTICELLO . 

.  203.13 

97.00 

540.00 

154.78 

223.29 

820.98 

1.00 

12.50  1,061.09  . 

55.00 

25.25 

PINE  BLUFF . 

.  27.00 

122.00 

1,020.00 

195.33 

281.74 

1,304.63 

25.00  1,432.95 

58.00 

19.00 

TOTALS . 

.  740.38 

870.00 

6,480.00 

956.88 

1,380.17 

8,019.73 

199.50 

387.50  8,467.42  6.00 

500.00 

1,175.97 

5.00 

220.11 
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ARKANSAS-LOUIi 


ANNUAL  SIMULTANEOUS 


January  8th  Through  January  15th,  19 


Campaign  In  Local 
Church 


1.  Solicit  every  Methodist  Home  for  a 
new  subscription  or  renewal  for  your 
church  paper  during  the  week  of  Cir¬ 
culation  Campaign. 

2.  Make  a  report  on  Monday,  Jan.  16th,  to 
your  District  Superintendent  and  to 
the  office  of  publication  in  Little  Rock, 
of  the  results  of  the  Campaign. 

3.  Any  necessary  follow-up  work  may  be 
reported  as  soon  as  complete. 


Watch  Reports  Of 
Campaign 


Watch  your  issue  of  the  paper  of  Jan¬ 
uary  26th  for  a  full  report  by  Districts 
and  by  Charges  of  the  results  of  the  Cir- 
ulation  Campaign  as  received  the  week 
of  January  15th  through  January  21st. 


To  the  Ministers  and  Members 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Arkan 


1956  will  be  an  important  year  in 
April  the  General  Conference  will 
will  come  a  challenging  program 
The  Jurisdictional  Conference,  which 
Orleans  in  June,  will  also  be  of  great 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  an 
METHODIST  will  cover  well  both 
together  with  all  of  the  program  of 
have  additional  reasons  for  securing 
list  during  the  week  of  January  8-1 


I  wholeheartedly  commend  to  you  the 
Campaign  for  Subscriptions. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


BATES  VILLE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota.. .  997 

R.  E.  Connell  B.  W.  Stallcup 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Because  of  the  important  place  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  occupies  in  our 
Christian  program  we  anticipate  nothing  less  than  success  in  the  circulation  cam¬ 
paign  for  our  area  church  periodical.  Our  Methodist  homes  cannot  afford  to  be 
without  it. — Richard  E.  Connell 


Richard  E. 
Connell 


CONWAY  DISTRICT 

Henry  Rickey 

District  Superintendent 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  one  of  the  most  effective  Methodist  papers, 
of  all  the  conferences  in  Methodism.  It  presents  the  total  program  of  the  Church  In 
fashion.  It  should  be  in  every  Methodist  home  in  Arkansas. — Henry  A. 


Subscription  Quota .  1410 

J.  Wm.  Watson 

District  Director 


LITTLE  R 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTR 


T.  T.  McNeal 

District  Superintem 


T.  T.  McNeal 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODI 
not  because  it  is  the  “Church  P 
information.  Its  Editorials  are 
Methodism. — T.  T.  McNeal 


readable 

Rickey 


Henry  A. 
Rickey 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 


Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart 
District  Superinten 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley 

District  Superintendent- 


Subscription  Quota .  1210 

Harold  Womack 

District  Director 


The  Methodist  Churches  of  Arkansas  are  better  informed  because  of  the  work 
of  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  Its  greatest  asset  to  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  deals  with  the  problems  of  Arkansas  Methodism.  I  heartily  en¬ 


dorse  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  as 
Roy  I.  Bagley 


a  "Weekly  Church  Visitor”  for  our  people. — 


Roy  I.  Bagley 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

Otio  W.  Teague 

District  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota .  1175 

Irl  Bridenlhal 

District  Director 


I  am  glad  to  again  have  the  privilege  of  personally  endorsing  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST.  I  could  hardly  conceive  the  work  of  the  Church  being  carried  on  in 
Arkansas  without  it. — Otto  W.  Teague 


Otto  W.  Teaguo 


I  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
viction  that  the  ARKANSAS  ME 
Methodism,  but  also  one  of  tb 
be  a  "must”  for  every  Method! 
would  help  the  Baptists.— W.  Ne 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule 
District  Superinten 


E.  Clifton  Rule 


Effective  and  satisfactory 
program  and  activities  ef  the  1 
fished  to  meet  that  need  inere 
paper  far  beyond  the  small  sub 


Subscription  Quota .  1933 

G.  B.  Ames 

District  Director 


W.  Henry 
Goodloe 


FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 
Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe 
District  Superintendent 

Communication  lines  are  vital  In  war.  We  are  at  war  against  the  forces  of  evil. 
The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  one  'of  those  vital  communications  media  needed 
by  every  intelligently  active  Methodist.— W.  Henry  Goodloe 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1451 

E.  J.  Holifield  W.  O.  Scroggin,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRI 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  Is  indispensable  In  the  promotion  of  the  work  of  the 
Church.  Every  issue  has  a  valuable  contribution  to  make  in  giving  information  to  our 
membership. — E.  J.  Holifield 


Dr.  F.  A.  Buddin 

District  Superintem 


It  is  always  a  fortunate  thinj 
institutions  of  the  Church.  Sucl 
METHODIST.  We  do  not  have 
of  duty.  If  we  give  the  people  a  cli 


E.  J.  Holifield 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT 

J.  Albert  Gatlin 

District  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota .  1122 

Elmo  Thomason 

District  Director 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  the  one  agency  in  Arkansas  Methodism  that  is 
privileged  to  visit  all  of  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  every  week.  The  paper  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  its  message  to  every  Methodist  home  every  week. 
We  will  have  a  greater  church  when  we  have  reached  this  goal.— J.  Albert  Gatlin 


J.  Albert 
Gatlin 


SEARCY  DISTRICT 

E.  G.  Kaetzell 

District  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota .  1197 

O.  D.  Peters 

District  Director 


We  of  the  Searcy  District  will  do  our  utmost  to  make  our  people  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  conscious  so  that  we  may  have  an  informed  Methodism.  We  feel  that 
no  Methodist  home  can  afford  to  be  without  its  church  paper. — E.  G.  Kaetzell 


MONTICELLO  DISTRIC 


Kenneth  L.  Spore 

District  Superintend 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIC 
I  want  it  in  every  home  in  my 
to  that  end. — Kenneth  L.  Spore 


Kenneth  L. 
Spore 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRIC 


Dr.  Arthur  Terry 

District  Superintem 


E.  G.  Kaetzell 


When  the  ARKANSAS  METE1 
and  church  school  attendance;  W 
of  Methodism;  inspires  that  fan 
church  when  they  read  of  the  pr° 
the  state;  gives  the  family  inform 
some  of  the  best  spiritual  food  a* 
to  see  the  ARKANSAS  METHOD! 
Arthur  Terry 


THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA  GIVES  ONE 


'ifEsJi 


Wl. 


Tnz. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


AREA  UNITES  IN 


IRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 

...  .  With  Goal  Of  35,000  Subscribers! 


Area 

es.  In 
om  it 
mum. 
hBn  New 

it| 


SIANA 
Irences, 
hus  we 
gBription 
If 

lel  annual 


W'if 


& 


Mi 


tea 


The  Subscription 

Price  $2.00 

The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00. 
However,  where  the  Official  Board  of  a 
church  enters  into  a  contract  with  the 
Editors  to  send,  as  a  minimum,  one  sub¬ 
scription  for  every  3  members  reported 
to  the  last  Annual  Conference  session,  the 
price  is  $1.50  per  subscription. 

There  are  no  comparable  publications 
in  Methodism  which  sell  for  less  than 
$2.00  and  most  of  them  sell  for  more. 


The  Quota  And 
The  Goal 

The  Charge  or  District  has  reached  its 
authorized  QUOTA  when  in  the  Charge 
or  District  new  subscribers,  plus  renew¬ 
als,  plus  subscriptions  not  due  equal  one 
subscription  for  each  nine  active  members 
in  the  Charge  or  District. 

The  Subscription  Goal  is  35,000  sub¬ 
scribers.  Help  us  reach  the  goal. 


> 


W.  Neill  Hart 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


REFERENCE 

cription  Quota .  1181 

red  DeBlack 
District  Director 

bvery  Methodist  home  in  Arkansas 
I  of  its  own  merit  in  inspiration  and 
helps  to  enlarge  our  view  of  World 

|cription  Quota .  1945 

W.  Miller 
District  Director 

lerence  papers.  It  is  my  firm  con- 
lonly  the  finest  conference  organ  in 
(periodicals  in  America.  It  should 
fnsas  and  Louisiana.  P.S.  And  it 

cription  Quota .  1313 

D.  Golden 
District  Director 

lies  out  for  acquaintance  with  the 
t  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  pub- 
our  people  find  the  value  of  the 
Clifton  Rule 

|cription  Quota .  2494 

Ralph  Clayton 
District  Director 

Be  have  genuine  appreciation  of  the 
fly  the  case  with  the  ARKANSAS 
lor  urge  subscriptions  on  the  basis 
lladly  subscribe. — Francis  A.  Buddin 

[cription  Quota .  1041 

A.  Teeter 
District  Director 

I'd  be  in  every  home  in  the  Area. 
|ve  it  can  be  if  all  of  us  will  work 


A.  W. 

Townsend,  Jr. 


R.  R.  Branton 


Francis  A. 
Buddin 


James  T. 
Harris 


pcription  Quota .  1464 

|urtis  Williams 
District  Director 

home  it  promotes  regular  church 
on  the  program,  work  and  needs 
in  greater  things  for  their  local 
“shrnents  of  neighboring  churches  In 
r  friends  and  affords  the  family  with 
«se  and  many  other  reasons,  I  want 
fvery  Methodist  home  in  the  state. — 


llilli 


Arthur  Terry 


Guy  M.  Hicks 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1075 

A.  W.  Towsend,  Jr.  W.  D.  Boddie 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  do  hope  that  we  can  increase  the  number  of  subscriptions  in  our  District  to 
an  all  time  high  in  January  1956.  It  is  the  best  paper  we  ever  had.  I  would  like  for 
every  family  in  the  Alexandria  District  to  subscribe  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 
— A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  2076 

Edward  W.  Harris  Marvin  H.  Corley 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  can  be  compared  to  the  right  arm  that  serves 
the  great  body  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  This  Circulation  Campaign  is  our  only  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  and  keep  that  arm  strong.  We  dare  not  neglect  this  vital  organ. — 
Edward  W.  Harris 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1037 

R.  R.  Branton  A.  W.  Coody. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

‘'Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish.”  Without  knowledge  there  can  be 
no  vision.  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  with  Its  timely  and  cryptic  editorials, 
its  excellent  news  coverage  and  on  the  spot  photographs,  provides  the  necessary 
knowledge  for  an  adequate  vision  of  the  needs  and  Doss'bilities  of  our  Area.  The 
Lafayette  District  goal  Is:  ‘‘THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  in  every  Methodist 
home”. — R.  R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1176 

Karl  Tooke  Jack  Cooke 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  no  longer  on  trial.  Those  churches  that  con¬ 
sider.  an  informed  leadership  and  membership  of  utmost  importance  will  consider 
the  circulation  campaign  as  an  opportunity  for  growth. — Karl  Tooke 

MONROE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1567 

James  T.  Harris  Lael  S.  Jones 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  certainly  hope  that  the  Monroe  District  will  be  in  the  lead  again  this  year  on 
subscriptions  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST.  Our  Church  paper  is  a  rich  source 
of  information  and  inspiration.  It  would  be  fine  for  every  Methodist  family  to  receive 
it. — James  T.  Harris 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1463 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

With  its  special  emphasis  on  the  news  In  Louisiana  churches,  its  pertinent  edi¬ 
torial  comment,  its  splendid  help  for  the  Sunday  School  Teacher,  its  interesting  de¬ 
partments  for  the  W.S.C.S.,  the  Laymen,  and  Christian  Education,  and  its  feature 
stories  magnifying  the  program  of  The  Methodist  Church  as  it  seeks  to  spread  the 
Good  News  of  Christ’s  Kingdom,  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  becomes  an  in¬ 
dispensable  tool  for  every  Methodist  worker. — Virgil  D.  Morris 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1446 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  Henry  Blount 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

A  Bible— a  letter  from  an  absent  loved  one— and  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST! 
Of  all  the  writings  that  come  my  way  I  believe  these  are  the  three  I  cherish  most. 
Our  Louisiana  Methodist  newspaper  is  excellent  and  necessary.  It  belongs  in  the 
home  of  every  Louisiana  Methodist  preacher  and  layman  and  should  be  read  from 
cover  to  cover! — Guy  M.  Hicks 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  2469 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  Ira  W.  Flowers 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I’m  sold  on  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST.  It  should  be  a  part  of  our  weekly 
reading  fare.— B.  C.  Taylor 


Edward  W. 
Harris 


Karl  Tooke 


Virgil  D. 
Morris 


C.  Taylor 
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ANNIB  WINBURNE,  Editor 


DAVID'S  SPECIAL  RESOLUTION 

By  Rose  Ross 


IT  was  the  first  day  of  January. 
David  dashed  into  the  kitchen 
where  Mother  was  pouring  the 
cereal  into  the  bowls. 

“Mother,”  cried  David,  “I’ve 
thought  of  a  wonderful  New  Year’s 
resolution.  Guess  what  it  is!” 

“You  are  going  to  hang  up  the 
towel,”  guessed  Mother,  “and  put 
your  toothbrush  away.” 

"No,  Mother!  That  isn’t  it!” 

“Do  you  plan  to  feed  Skippy  every 
morning?”  asked  Father. 

“That  isn’t  it,”  giggled  David.  “It’s 
something  very  special.” 

Mother  and  Father  could  not  guess 
the  special  New  Year’s  resolution. 
They  were  puzzled. 

After  breakfast  David  went  out 
to  play  in  the  snow  with  his  dog 
Skippy. 

After  a  time  the  noon  whistle 
blew  and  Mother  called  him.  “It  is 
lunch  time,  David.  You  must  come 
inside  now,”  she  said. 

David  went  right  on  playing  in 
the  snow.  He  did  not  want  to  stop. 
He  was  having  a  fine  time.  Sudden¬ 
ly  he  remembered  his  resolution  and 
raced  into  the  house. 

When  lunch  was  over  Mother  said, 
“We  are  going  to  have  guests  tomor¬ 
row.  We  must  get  ready  for  them. 
David,  you  carry  up  some  kindling 
for  the  fireplace.” 

“Yes,  Mother,”  said  David  and 
skipped  downstairs. 

When  Father  came  home  from 
work  the  house  was  tidy.  It  had 
on  its  best  Sunday  look.“My!”  said 
Father.  “You  must  have  been  busy 
today.” 

Father  took  off  his  overcoat.  Then 
he  took  off  his  rubbers.  “Please  put 
these  on  the  back  stairs,  David,”  he 
said.  “They  have  snow  on  them.” 

Slowly  David  laid  down  his  story¬ 
book  and  put  away  the  rubbers. 
Then  he  brought  Father  his  slippers. 

At  dinner,  Father  and  Mother 
tried  again  to  guess  David’s  special 
New  Year’s  resolution. 

“David  and  I  got  through  with  our 
work  much  sooner  than  usual  to¬ 
day,”  said  Mother. 

“Perhaps  you  worked  faster,”  said 
Father. 

“Perhaps,”  smiled  Mother.  “It  has 
been  a  fine  day.  Things  have  gone  as 
smooth  as  silk.” 

“There  has  been  something  differ¬ 
ent  about  this  day,”  agreed  Father. 
“It  has  gone  smooth  and  fast.” 

After  dinner,  Mother  said,  “David, 
please  stack  the  dishes  while  I  finish 
the  baking.” 

David  thought  of  his  television 
show.  His  mouth  drew  down  in  a 
pout.  Then  he  thought  of  his  special 
resolution,  and  he  set  to  work.. 
Father  went  into  the  living  room 
to  look  over  his  mail.  Everyone  was 
quiet  and  busy.  Then,  all  at  once, 
Father  gave  a  whistle. 

Mother  and  David  rushed  to  the 
door.  Father  grinned.  “I  know  what 
that  pesky  New  Year’s  resolution  is,” 
he  said. 

Father  whispered  something  in 


David’s  ear,  and  David  nodded  “yes”. 

Mother  looked  puzzled.  She  could 
not  guess  it.  Then  Father  wrote 
something  on  a  card  and  David 
handed  it  to  Mother.  It  said:  “I  shall 
do  whatever  I  am  told  to  do  without 
having  to  be  asked  twice.”  —  My 
Sunday  Pa-per 


A  schoolboy  had  been  studying 
about  the  early  Colonial  days  in 
America  and  asked  his  father  to  ex¬ 
plain  something  to  him  which  was 
not  covered  in  his  history  book. 

“According  to  my  history,”  said 
the  boy,  “there  were  all  sorts  of  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  Mayflower,  but  no  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  barbers.  If  the  bar¬ 
bers  didn’t  come  over  on  the  May¬ 
flower,  how  did  they  get  here?” 

“They  came  over  later  on  the 
C'ipper  ships,”  his  father  opined. — 
Wall  Street  Journal. 


LITTLE  THINGS 

When  Elsie  started  for  school  on 
Monday  morning  mother  said  as  she 
kissed  her,  “Remember  to  help 
somebody  today.”  Elsie  hurried  off, 
but  deep  down  in  her  heart  was 
the  wish  to  do  as  mother  suggested. 

Mother  had  a  way  every  morning 
of  whispering  some  such  suggestion 
into  Elsie’s  ear  just  as  she  was  ready 
to  go.  Elsie  thought  it  was  great  fun 
to  guess  what  mother’s  new  idea 
would  be  each  day,  for  every  day 
she  whispered  something  different. 

All  day  long  Elsie  was  looking  for 
some  very  big  way  to  help.  Oh,  how 
she  hoped  that  something  big  would 
show  up  that  needed  to  be  done, 
and  that  she  would  be  the  one  to  do 
it!  But  it  seemed  a  poor  day  for 
great  deeds.  Her  teacher  did  not 
have  any  errands  to  be  done;  she 
did  not  come  across  any  lame  people 
to  help  over  the  streets;  she  found 
no  opportunity  to  carry  out  her 
mother’s  idea. 

When  night  came  and  she  talked 
over  the  day  with  daddy  and  mother 
she  was  upset  because  she  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  report. 

“I  saw  you  lift  little  Mary  over  a 


mud  puddle,”  said  Mother.  “She  is 
such  a  tiny  girl  that  she  would  have 
had  to  go  way  around  to  get  home 
if  you  hadn’t  helped  her.” 

“I  saw  you  come  home  with  the 
little  lame  dog  this  noon,”  remarked 
brother  Jack.  “And  I  suppose  you 
gave  him  his  dinner  before  you  took 
him  home.” 

“Who  helped  mother  with  the 
dishes  tonight?”  asked  daddy. 

“But  those  are  all  little  things,” 
sighed  Elsie.  “They  don’t  count.  I 
wanted  to  do  some  big  thing.” 

“You’ve  got  the  wrong  idea,  little 
daughter,”  said  daddy  smiling.  “It’s 
the  little  things  that  count.  Often 
they  create  more  happiness  than 
the  big  things,  and  I  am  sure  that 
you  will  have  several  gold  stars  to 
paste  on  your  chart  tonight,  just 
because  you  did  so  many  little  things 
that  were  kind  and  helpful.” 

“I  guess  after  this  I’ll  think  more 
about  little  acts,  and  not  wait  for 
big  things  to  come,”  said  Elsie. — 
The  Sunbeam. 


I  WONDER 

I  wonder — I  wonder 
If  anyone  knows 
On  a  cloudy  day 
Where  the  sun  goes. 

I’ve  been  told  it  chooses 
The  queerest  of  places — 

The  hearts  of  good  children — 

And  shines  on  their  faces; 

On  their  lips  it  lingers 
A  loving  smile; 

In  their  eyes  it  dances 
All  the  while. 

— Scrapbook 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


A  friend  of  mine,  who  is  the  father 
of  10  children,  volunteered  to  baby 
sit  so  his  wife  could  spend  an  even¬ 
ing  at  the  movies.  His  wife  instruct¬ 
ed  him  not  to  let  a  single  one  of 
them  downstairs,  and  he  promised 
to  carry  out  the  orders. 

The  father  had  just  settled  down 
with  a  book  when  he  heard  steps 
on  the  stairway.  “Get  back  up  those 
steps  and  stay  there!”  he  command¬ 
ed  sternly.  He  read  in  peace  for  a 
few  minutes  and  then  heard  steps 
again.  This  time  he  added  the  threat 
of  a  spanking.  Soon  again  he  detect¬ 
ed  stealthy  sounds  and  dashed  out 
in  time  to  see  a  small  lad  disappear 
up  the  top  steps. 

He  had  hardly  returned  to  his 
book  when  a  neighbor  came  in  dis¬ 
tractedly.  “Oh,  Fred,”  she  wailed, 
“I  can’t  find  my  Willie  anywhere. 
Have  you  seen  him?” 

“Here  I  am,  Ma,”  said  a  tearful 
voice  from  the  top  of  the  stairs. 
“He  won’t  let  me  go  home!” — Cap¬ 
per’s  Wkly. 

*  *  * 

Back  when  letters  were  being 
censored  there  was  a  postscript  on 
a  letter  from  one  young  man  to 
another:  “Look  under  the  stamp  to 
see  what’s  written  there.” 

Naturally  the  censors  tried  to 
solve  the  problem,  and  finally  one 
took  3  hours  to  remove  the  stamp 
carefully.  Written  beneath  it:  “Was 
it  hard  to  do?”  —  Revue,  Munich 
(Quote  translation). 


RESOLUTIONS 


I’m  thinking  up  a  lot  of  things 
I’d  like  to  do  this  year, 

I  think  I’d)  better  write  them  down 
And  keep  them  always  near 

So  that  I’ll  not  forget  to  be 
Kind  to  everyone, 

And  think  of  happy  things  to  do 
And  always  quick  to  run 

To  be  a  help  to  Mother, 

She  needs  me  every  day, 

I  hope  she  won’t  forget  to  call 
Even  if  I’m  at  play. 

There’s  something  I  can  always  do 
That  spreads  from  mile  to  mile, 
I  believe  that  you  have  guessed  it, 
I  can  always  have  a  smile. 

—A.  E.  W. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA 


SOCIETIES  CELEBRATE  FIFTEENTH  BIRTHDAY 


Waldron 


The  WSCS  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  the 
Waldron  Circuit  cele¬ 
brated  their  fifteenth 
anniversary  at  the 
church.  Those  attend¬ 
ing  were  left  to  right: 

Mrs.  Dennis  Williams, 

Sec.-Treas.,  Mrs.  Lea 
Bottoms,  Miss  Emma 
Shu  maker,  Spiritual 
Life  Leader,  Mrs. 

Waymon  Keel,  Mrs. 

Dennis  Payne,  V  i  c  e- 
President,  Mrs.  John 
S  t  e  u  d  1  e  and  Mrs. 

Winfield  Langston, 

President  standing  in  the  pulpit. 
Rose  Corsages  were  presented  to 
president  Mrs.  Langston  and  past 
president,  Mrs.  Williams,  by  their 
pastor  and  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Way¬ 
mon  F.  Keel,  each  lady  present  re¬ 
ceived  a  gift.  Refreshments  were 
enjoyed  by  all. 


Dermott 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Dermott  Methodist 
Church  celebrated  the  fifteenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  organization  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  at  a  special  meeting  of  their 
Monthly  Birthday  Luncheon  on 
Monday,  November  14th,  1955  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  Church.  Mrs. 
J.  Russell  Henderson  of  Little  Rock 
and  President  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference,  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  was  the  Guest 
Speaker  for  the  occasion. 

After  grace  was  returned  by  Mrs. 
Henderson,  lunch  was  served  at  a 
well  appointed  table,  centered  with 
gold  chrysanthemums  and  a  large 
blue  and  gold  cake  holding  fifteen 
candles.  After  the  main  course  was 


HUNTINGTON  AVENUE 
JONESBORO 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Hunting- 
ton  Avenue,  Jonesboro,  held  their 
regular  meeting  and  Fifteenth  Birth¬ 
day  observance  September  27  at  the 
church  with  Mrs.  C.  V.  McKinney 
presiding. 

Mrs.  Gilbert  Palmer  gave  the  de¬ 
votion,  and  a  worship  center  repre¬ 
sented  “What  the  Methodist  Woman 
Has  Done.” 

Mrs.  Leon  Eason  was  in  charge 


served,  Mrs.  George  Burks  of  the 
local  society  conducted  a  pageant  of 
the  lighting  of  the  candles  by  the 
past  and  present  presidents  of  the 
local  society,  each  one  lighting  as 
many  candles  as  years  they  served. 
The  former  presidents  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Mrs.  William  Bulloch,  Mrs. 
Lee  Collard,  Jr.,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Golden, 
Mrs.  George  Burks,  Mrs.  Harvey 
Parnell,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Nisler,  Mrs.  R. 
D.  Harrison,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Laster  and 
Mrs.  Fred  Lingo,  present  President. 

After  lunch,  the  group  adjourned 
to  the  Church  Sanctuary,  where 
they  were  greeted  by  a  beautiful 
and  inspiring  altar  setting.  Mrs.  C. 
R.  Bates  was  in  charge  of  the 
Spiritual  Program.  Mrs.  Henderson 
brought  an  inspiring  and  challeng¬ 
ing  message  on  The  Work  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  She  challenged 
the  women  to  answer  the  call  of 
Christ  through  the  Church  in  the 
bringing  of  the  message  of  the 
Christ  to  a  world  hungry  for  the 
Gospel. 

A  roll  call  of  charter  members 
of  the  local  society  indicated  that 
ten  had  passed  into  Eternal  life  dur¬ 
ing  this  15  years. 


of  the  program,  and  four  charter 
members  were  present.  Mrs.  W. 
Ritchie  gave  the  history  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lamberth,  pres¬ 
ident  at  the  time  of  organization, 
told  of  the  work  assisted  by  past 
presidents  Mrs.  Rod  Thrasher,  Mrs. 
L.  O.  Beard  and  Mrs.  Sol  Bennett. 

A  Life  Membership  was  presented 
to  Mrs.  Roy  Wiles,  the  first  Spiritual 
Life  Secretary. 

After  the  business,  birthday  cake 
and  punch  was  served  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall. 


CHRISTMAS  IN  THE 
SOCIETIES 

St.  Bernard 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard,  Chalmette,  held  its  Christmas 
parties  in  the  Circles  this  year. 
Esther  Circle  met  December  21  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Kimbrell, 
Arabi.  Mrs.  Edward  George  was  co¬ 
hostess. 

Lavada  Circle  met  December  14 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Walter  Heston, 
Arabi,  with  Mrs.  Leonard  Black  as 
co-hostess.  A  devotion  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  songs  and  games. 

Ruth  Circle  met  December  19  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Ralph  Hanle, 
Chalmette,  with  songs  and  games. 


Denham  Springs 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Denham  Springs  met  December  5  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  May  Magee  and 
Miss  Mildred  Leftwich. 

The  Christmas  program  consisted 
of  Mrs.  Inez  Cockerham  reading  the 
scripture,  “The  Other  Wise  Man”  by 
Miss  Hattie  Scivicque;  Mrs.  Carrie 
Wilkinson  telling  ‘Three  Young 
Kings,”  and  a  poem  prayer  by  Mrs. 
Fred  Schwendimann. 

Each  member  brought  a  child’s 
gift  to  be  sent  to  Sager-Brown 
Home.  Refreshments  were  served  to 
the  twelve  present. 


Camden 

Camden  Woman’s  Society  held  its 
annual  Christmas  silver  tea  on  De¬ 
cember  12.  Rev.  R.  B.  Moore,  pastor, 
opened  the  program  with  a  pray¬ 
er,  and  Mrs.  Nelson  Thornton,  pres¬ 
ident,  welcomed  the  guests.  Mrs.  At¬ 
kins  presented  Mrs.  J.  A.  Womack, 
who  told  the  story,  “Toys  of  the 
Wise  Men.” 

After  the  program,  tea  was  serv¬ 
ed  in  the  church  parlors,  with  Mrs. 
Moore  and  Mrs.  W.  Neill  Hart  serv¬ 
ing,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Ben  Hines. 
Christmas  music  was  provided  by 
Miss  Mary  Lou  Henryl  and  Miss 
Anne  Geddie. 


Augusta 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Conner  was  leader  for 
the  Christmas  program  which  was 
given  at  the  Augusta  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety.  Mrs.  T.  E.  Stanley,  Jr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Maguire  assisted. 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY 
CONCERN 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  session 
in  Conway  November  10  and  11, 
1955,  desire  to  express  to  you  our 
concern  over  the  attempt  to  spread 
the  unhealthy  practice  of  gambling 
in  Arkansas.  We  feel  that  this  is 
inevitably  the  result  of  racing,  and 
oppose  it,  as  representatives  of  the 
15,000  members  of  North  Arkansas 
Conference. 

Copies  of  this  action  are  being 
sent  to  the  Arkansas  Methodist, 
Governor  Orval  E.  Faubus,  the 
Rev.  Ralph  Hillis,  and  the  racing 
commission.  —  Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell, 
President;  Mrs.  Bessie  Andrew,  Sec¬ 
retary, 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 
BOARD 

The  W.  S.  C.  S.  Executive  Board 
of  the  Monticello  District  met  on 
November  15th  at  the  District  Par¬ 
sonage  in  Monticello.  Mrs.  Horace 
Everett  opened  the  meeting  with  a 
prayer  and  devotional.  Mrs.  Adcock 
welcomed  Mrs.  Teeter,  Mrs.  Spore 
and  Mrs.  Hughes  as  new  members 
of  the  Board.  There  were  thirteen 
members  present  and  one  visitor, 
Mrs.  Roland  Darrow  who  assisted 
Mrs.  Spore  as  hostess.  Each  district 
officer  reported  on  work  done  in 
the  past  quarter.  Mrs.  Nelson  urged 
that  local  societies  be  encouraged 
to  stress  attendance  at  the  School 
of  Missions  to  be  held  next  year 
at  Aldersgate. 

During  the  business  session  Mrs. 
Bowman  moved  that  the  Monticello 
W.  S.  C.  S.  local  societies  be  set  up 
on  the  same  sub-district  groupings 
as  the  M.  Y.  F.  Sub-District.  The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

A  tentative  date  of  the  3rd  Wed¬ 
nesday  in  April  was  set  for  District 
Conference  to  be  held  in  Crossett 
and  it  was  decided  to  have  the 
Spring  Board  meeting  in  Crossett 
after  Annual  Conference. 

Mrs.  Nelson  reported  that  it  was 
necessary  for  Mrs.  Frank  Walker  to 
resign  her  office  as  Secretary  of 
Youth  Work.  Mrs.  Adcock  appointed 
Mrs.  Hefley  and  Mrs.  Prewitt  as  a 
committee  to  select  a  new  youth 
secretary. 

This  concluded  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion,  and  following  an  enjoyable 
pot-luck  luncheon,  the  group  met 
briefly  to  assign  district  officers 
local  churches  for  visitation.  After  a 
discussion  of  the  Conference  finances 
of  the  year  Mrs.  Nelson  moved  that 
the  District  pledge  be  raised  from 
$7500  to  $8000  for  the  year  ending 
June  1956.  The  motion  was  second¬ 
ed  and  carried. 

Mrs.  Adcock  expressed  the  thanks 
of  the  group  to  Mrs.  Spore  for  a 
delightful  day  in  her  home  after 
which  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

The  visitation  teams  and  assign¬ 
ments  are  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Nelson  and  Mrs.  Hughes  will 
go  to  Hermitage,  Good  Hope,  Wil- 
mar,  and  Martin’s  Chapel. 

Mrs.  Prewitt  will  go  to  Wilmot 
and  Newton’s  Chapel. 

Mrs.  Bowman  will  go  to  Dermott 
and  Lake  Village. 

Mrs.  Adcock  will  go  to  Arkansas 
City  and  Watson. 

Mrs.  Bickham  and  Mrs.  Teeter  to 
Dumas,  McGehee,  Winchester  and 
Tillar. 

Mrs.  Hope  to  Thornton,  Hampton 
and  Harrell. 

Mrs.  Hefley  to  Montrose  and  For- 
dyce 

Mrs.  Harrell  and  Mrs.  Thompson 
to  Portland,  Parkdale  and  Kings- 
land. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Cone  and  Mrs.  Kirk¬ 
wood  to  Hamburg,  Monticello,  Eu- 
dora  and  Rock  Springs. 

Mrs.  Everett  to  Star  City  and 
Crossett. 

Mrs.  Valentine  to  Cornerville  and 
Warren. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Mann,  Sec. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Adcock,  Pres. 
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REV.  HAROLD  CAMPBELL,  junior  in  Hendrix 
College,  Conway,  Ark.,  was  the  speaker  at 
the  Student  Recognition  Service  of  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church  of  Ruston  on  Sunday  morning, 
January  1. 

REV.  W.  R.  WENDT,  pastor  of  the  New  Iberia 
Methodist  Church,  was  elected  president  of 
the  New  Iberia  Ministerial  Association  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Association. 

DR.  E.  K.  MEANS,  minister  emeritus  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe,  preached 
at  the  Southside  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  on 
Sunday  morning,  December  18.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 
is  pastor  of  Southside  Church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  CARL  BARHAM  held  open 
house  at  the  Methodist  parsonage  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  on  Sunday  afternoon,  December  25.  Mr. 
Barham  is  pastor  of  the  Columbia  Methodist 
Church. 

REV.  CARL  MITCHELL,  formerly  of  Denham 
Springs  and  now  attending  Perkins’  School 
of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
preached  at  the  Student  Recognition  service  "bf 
the  Denham  Springs  Methodist  Church  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  January  1.  Rev.  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  WEBB  POMEROY,  assistant  professor  of 
Bible  and  director  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  at  Centenary  College,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Christmas  season  luncheon  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Shreveport  Junior  of  Commerce.  He 
spoke  on  the  topic,  “Who  Killed  Santa  Claus? 
The  address  was  an  answer  to  those  who  claim 
Christmas  has  become  too  commercialized  to  re¬ 
tain  its  real  meaning. 

DR.  JOHN  R.  WILLINGHAM,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  English  at  Centenary  College,  rep¬ 
resented  the  school  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Modern  Languages  Association  in  Chicago, 
Ill.,  last  week.  Dr.  Willingham  was  aihong  those 
attending  the  special  session  on  problems  in 
Southern  literature,  conducted  by  Prof  .Randall 
Stewart  of  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

JAMES  HULL  MILLER,  technical  director  of 
the  Playhouse  at  Centenary  College,  has 
been  named  to  the  advisory  board  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Theatre,  Inc.,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Mr. 
Miller  served  as  consultant  when  the  Indiana 
group  bought  an  old  neighborhood  movie  house 
in  1954  and  remodeled  it  into  a  permanent 
theatrical  home.  The  theatre  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  in  the  nation  and  is  noted  for  the  fact  that 
it  employs  no  professional  director. 

THE  WOMAN’S  AUXILIARY  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
has  made  the  first  gift  toward  the  establishment 
of  a  fund  of  about  $750,000  for  the  establishment 
and  erection  of  a  headquarters  building  in  Gen¬ 
eva,  Switzerland,  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  gift  is  made  in  memory  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sibley  Stebbins,  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
an  episcopal  Church  leader  who  had  “life-long 
devotion  to  the  ecumenical  movement.” 

DR.  WALT  HOLCOMB  returned  to  Atlanta 
from  Sebring,  Fla.,  to  attend  the  special 
session  of  the  North  Georgia  Conference  when 
the  Conference  voted  to  keep  the  smaller  colleges 
and  not  merge  them  at  this  session.  He  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Florida  after  the  holidays  where  he 
will  fill  engagements  for  one-day  missions  in 
revivalism  and  evangelism.  His  first  one-day 
revival  will  be  held  at  Brandon,  Fla.,  January 
8.  It  will  be  a  union  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
and  Baptist  Churches. 

REV.  FRANK  COLLINS,  pastor  at  Elton,  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  following  a  heart 
attack  suffered  at  the  close  of  the  worship  serv¬ 
ice  on  the  last  Sunday  in  November.  He  is  re¬ 
covering,  according  to  report,  and  it  is  hoped 
he  will  soon  back  in  his  pulpit.  The  following 
ministers  are  filling  the  pulpit  on  dates  given: 
Rev.  Ned  L.  S'tout,  Eunice,  December  4  and 
January  1;  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Jennings, 


December  11  and  January  8;  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot,  Kinder,  December  18  and  January  15; 
Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Lake  Charles,  December  24. 

FOURTEEN  major  denominations  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  will  carry  on  during  1956 
a  campaign  to  raise  $1,882,000  for  additional 
dormitories,  a  student  center,  library,  science 
building  and  other  basic  plant  development 
needs  for  the  International  Christian  University, 
located  in  Tokyo,  Japan.  This  plant  development 
program  is  in  addition  to  $280,000  already 
pledged  for  the  operating  expenses  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  during  1955-56.  At  the  top  of  the  pri¬ 
ority  list  is  a  student  center  building  which  will 
serve  as  a  memorial  to  Dr.  Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer, 
missionary  secretary  who  was  first  president  of 
the  Foundation. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  presented  the  charter  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  of  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  on  No¬ 
vember  10,  and  addressed  the  group.  The  club 
was  organized  in  July  through  the  efforts  of  A. 
A.  Gates,  local  lay  leader.  Officers  of  the  club 
are:  M.  A.  Reber,  president;  J.  P.  Davis,  vice- 
president;  R.  B.  Falconer,  Jr.,  secretary-treasur¬ 
er;  J.  Y.  Foreman,  assistant  secretary-treasurer, 
and  R.  L.  Dowles,  reporter.  The  women  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  served 
a  chili  supper  to  the  club  at  its  last  meeting. 
The  group  has  taken  as  its  first  project  the 
furnishing  of  the  minister’s  and  receptionist’s 
offices.  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

TWO  MEMBERS  of  the  DeRidder  Methodist 
Church,  Miss  Sue  Terry  and  Miss  Peggy 
Roberts,  represented  their  Wesley  Foundation 
and  the  DeRidder  Church  at  the  Ecumenical 
Student  Conference  on  the  Christian  World  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Athens,  Ohio,  December  27  to  January 
1.  Miss  Terry  attends  Louisiana  State  University 
at  Baton  Rouge  and  Miss  Roberts  attends  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech  at  Ruston.  They  were  a  part  of  the 
3000  college  and  university  students,  half  of  them 
overseas  students  now  studying  in  the  United 
States,  who  attended  this  Conference  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Ohio.  Not  only  students  but  leaders 
from  many  countries  participated  in  the  Con¬ 
ference.  It  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Student  Volenteer  Movement  for  Christian  Mis¬ 
sions  and  sponsored  by  the  World’s  Student 
Christian  Federation  and  the  United  Student 
Christian  Council. 

MRS.  HELEN  POMEROY  of  Bastrop  was 
chosen  Woman  of  the  Year  in  the  More¬ 
house  Parish  according  to  an  announcement 
made  on  Thursday  evening,  December  22.  She 
was  chosen  on  the  basis  of  two  letters  which 
described  her  activities  and  regard  for  others. 
She  was  quoted  as  being  “a  friend  to  all  man¬ 
kind  regardless  of  race  or  creed.  She  is  sin¬ 
cerely  civic-minded  and  has  worked  for  the 
betterment  of  Bastrop  and  Morehouse  Parish.” 
Mrs.  Pomeroy,  who  is  teacher  of  the  McLean 
Class  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop, 
is  the  mother  of  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  assistant 
professor  of  Bible  at  Centenary  College  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  Ellerbe  Road  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port.  Another  son,  Paul,  is  a  member  of  the 
choir  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop,  and 
a  daughter,  Mrs.  Billy  Joe  Hodge,  lives  in  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

DR.  M.  G.  GANDAU,  director-general  of  the 
UN’s  World  Health  Organization,  says:  “We 
all  recognize  today  that  the  only  realistic  meth¬ 
od  of  avoiding  wars  and  agression  is  to  eliminate 
the  forces  of  tension  which  lead  .to  them.  We 
also  know  that  one  of  the  basic  reasons  for 
these  tensions  is  the  fact  that  despite  the  almost 
miraculous  progress  science  and  technology  have 
made  in  the  last  ten  years,  the  means  of  mak¬ 
ing  life  easier  and  healthier  are  still  reserved 
to  a  small  group,  while  the  majority  of  people 
lead  a  miserable  and  demoralizing  existence. 
We  must  accept  the  simple  fact  that  as  long  as 
millions  of  people  are  unable  to  satisfy  their 
elementary  needs,  as  long  as  under  nourishment, 
ill  health  and  ignorance  are  the  normal  con¬ 
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ditions  for  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
world,  peace  and  security  will  remain  hollow 
words.” 

UNDER  the  “Share  Our  Surplus”  program  of 
the  U.  S.  Government,  whereby  government 
owned  farm  surpluses  could  be  given  to  volun¬ 
tary  agencies  (including  church  relief  bodies) 
for  distribution  overseas,  only  dairy  products 
have  been  available  during  the  last  two  years. 
Now  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  pro¬ 
mulgated  rules  whereby  grain  surpluses  may 
also  be  shipped.  This  will  include  corn,  wheat, 
rice,  vital  elements  in  the  feeding  of  under¬ 
nourished  and  underprivileged  peoples.  For 
each  one  dollar  provided  by  the  voluntary  or¬ 
ganization  for  shipping  costs,  some  $20  worth  of 
grain  will  be  released  and  shipped.  Church 
World  Service  and  the  denominational  relief 
agencies  which  work  with  it  in  overseas  relief 
and  rehabilitation  are  especially  rejoicing  in 
this  new  avenue  open  to  the  ministries.  “This 
new  order  will  be  of  immense  aid  to  our  pro¬ 
gram  of  relief,  rehabilitation,  and  emergency  aid 
in  some  28  countries  around  the  world,”  says 
Dr.  Gaither  P.  Warfield,  head  of  the  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief  which  cooperates 
with  Church  World  Service. 


METHODIST  WOMEN  ESTABLISH 
SUMATRA  SCHOOL 

A  new  Methodist  Chinese  high  school  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  in  April  at  Medan, 
a  city  of  120,000  on  the  northeastern  coast  of 
Sumatra.  The  new  building,  which  will  be  open¬ 
ed  officially  in  July,  will  be  of  reinforced  con¬ 
crete  and  will  have  three  stories.  The  Rev.  Yap 
Un  Han,  pastor  of  a  Methodist  church  in  Me_dan, 
will  be  the  principal.  A  representative  of  the 
Department  of  Education  of  the  Indonesian  Gov¬ 
ernment  spoke  at  a  service  this  fall,  marking  the 
unveiling  of  an  engraved  bronze  name-plate  to 
be  placed  On  the  building.  Miss  Gusta  Robinett, 
a  missionary  from  Indiana  cut  the  ribbon  at  the 
unveiling  ceremony.  The  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Board  of  Missions  sup¬ 
plemented  local  funds  to  make  the  new  building 
possible. 
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Prayer  Life  Movement 

THE  PRAYER  VIGIL 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  11  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  12  —  Bernice,  Roy  M.  Grant, 
pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  ,12  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  13 — Mansfield,  Merlin  W.  Mer¬ 
rill,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  13  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  14  —  Chatham,  J.  T.  Garrett, 
Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  14  to  6:00  p.m.,  Jan. 

15 —  Choudrant-Douglas,  George  P. 
Goodwin,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  15  to  6:00  p.m.,  Jan. 

16 —  Bell  City — Hayes,  Fred  O.  Shir¬ 
ley,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  15  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  16 — Waterproof,  John  G.  Gieck, 
Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  16  to  6:00  p.m.,  Jan. 
17  —  Cameron  —  Grand  Chenier, 
V.  M.  Culpepper,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.;  Jan.  17  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  11  —  Oak  Ridge,  James  M. 
Poole,  Pastor.  (This  is  a  change  from 
original  schedule.) 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  18  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  19  —  St.  Paul’s,  Monroe,  B.  R. 
Oliphint,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  19  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  20  —  Mangum  Memorial, 

Shreveport,  Ira  W.  Flowers,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  20  to  6:00  p.m.,  Jan. 
21  —  First  Church,  Lafayette,  Fred 
S.  Flurry,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  21  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  22  —  Rayville,  John  F.  Kilpat¬ 
rick,  Pastor. 

“My  Pocket  Prayer  Card”  is  one 
of  the  loveliest  and  most  practical 
pieces  of  prayer  material.  It  may 
be  carried  in  one’s  billfold  or  bag. 
On  the  cover  is  a  reproduction  of 
Sallman’s  Head  of  Christ.  The  card 
is  available  from  Tidings  at  $2.00 
per  hundred.  It  would  be  well  to 
have  a  supply  available  for  distri- 


PINE  GROVE  ADULT 
CLASS  HAS  CHRISTMAS 
MEETING 

The  Pine  Grove  Adult  Sunday 
School  Class  met  on  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing,  December  20,  in  its  regular 
monthly  meeting  in  the  home  of 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Blagg. 

Christmas  carols  were  sung,  led 
by  Louise  Dunn  and  accompanied 
by  Alvin  Thornton  and  Rodney 
White  on  the  violin  and  guitar.  An 
inspiring  devotional  was  presented 
on  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  Christ¬ 
mas  by  Mrs.  G.  L.  Cagle.  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Tuggle  led  in  a  brief  business  meet¬ 
ing. 

Gifts  were  exchanged  by  the  40 
who  attended.  A  number  of  gifts 
and  a  large  basket  of  fruit  were  sent 
to  Mrs.  Fannie  Kirkly,  class  mother, 
who  is  confined  to  her  home  be¬ 
cause  of  ill  health.  A  Revised  Stand¬ 
ard  Version  of  the  Bible  was  also 
sent  to  Mrs.  Kirkley  with  love  and 
the  heartfelt  prayers  of  each  of  the 
class. 

Refreshments,  carrying  out  the 
holiday  motif,  were  served  by  the 
hostess  and  co-hostesses,  Mrs.  Ber¬ 
nice  Sexton  and  Mrs.  Mary  Smith. 

After  special  music,  the  pastor, 
Rev.  G.  L.  Cagle,  led  in  prayer. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  on  Jan¬ 
uary  20,  at  the  parsonage  with  the 
pastor  and  his  wife  as  hosts.  Co¬ 
hostesses  will  be  Mrs.  Robert  Har¬ 
ris  and  Mrs.  Gus  White.  Mrs.  J. 
A.  Alford  will  bring  the  devotion¬ 
al  message.  Mrs.  Chris  Coleman 
and  Mrs.  William  Dunn  will  have 
charge  of  recreation.  —  Mattie  Cole¬ 
man,  Teacher. 


bution  on  your  Prayer  Vigil  day. 
(Tidings  address:  1908  Grand  Ave¬ 
nue,  Nashville,  Tennessee.) 

Everyone  is  encouraged  to  join 
in  prayer  daily  for  the  church  which 
is  having  its  Prayer  Vigil  that  day. 
— W.  D.  -Boddie,  Chairman,  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Nativity  Scene  At  Denham  Springs 


“Christmas  Is  Christ”  was  the 
silent  testimony  of  the  above  pic¬ 
tured  scene  which  was  placed  on 
the  lawn  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  parsonage  in  Denham 
Springs. 

“Here  amidst  the  silent  animals 
and  Holy  Night,  Mary  brought  forth 
her  first  son  and  wrapped  Him  in 
swaddling  clothes,  for  there  was  no 
room  in  the  inn.”  Standing  to  one 
side  was  Joseph,  while  nearby  in 
adoration  were  the  shepherds  who 
heards  the  angels  sing,  and  the  wise 
men  who  followed  the  bright  star 
of  the  East  to-  its  resting  place, 
coming  to  worship  Him,  and  bring¬ 
ing  their  gifts  of  gold,  and  frankin¬ 
cense,  and  myrrh. 

This  has  been  a  family  project, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Fred 


Schwendimann,  pastor  of  the  church. 
It  was  begun  last  year,  when  part 
of  the  figures  were  used.  This  year, 
additional  figures  were  made  and 
the  “Christmas  for  Christ”  sign  was 
obtained  from  Tidings.  When  the 
manger  shed  was  built,  the  lum¬ 
ber  for  which  was  given  by  Fowler 
Lumber  Company,  some  eight  or  ten 
of  the  neighborhood  boys  helped  do 
the  work.  The  camel  and  the  large 
sheep  were  made  by  Mr.  R.  J. 
Borne’s  Shop  class  in  the  high 
school.  During  the  week  before 
Christmas,  the  scene  was  lighted  and 
lovely  music  of  Christmas  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  birth  of  Jesus  in  song  was 
heard,  coming  from  the  manger. 

Comments  have  been  varied,  ac¬ 
cording  to  report.  One  woman  said 
to  her  children,  “It’s  just  like  the 


OPEN  HOUSE  FOR  BROADMOOR, 
SHREVEPORT,  PARSONAGE 


Open  house  for  the  new  parson¬ 
age  for  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  was  held  on 
Sunday,  December  11,  between  the 
hours  of  2:00-5:00. 

The  new  parsonage  is  located  at 
186  Stuart  Street  and  was  built 
by  A.  E.  Johnson  at  a  cost  of  about 
$19,000.  Mr.  Johnson  gave  the  church 
the  lot  on  which  the  parsonage  is 
located  and  then  built  it  without 
profit  to  himself,  the  pastor,  Rev. 
George  W.  Harbuck,  reports. 

The  parsonage  is  a  three  bedroom, 
two  bath  home.  It  has  a  spacious 
den-p  1  a  y  r  o  o  m  combination.  The 
house  space  is  in  excess  of  1,700 
square  feet,  and  was  furnished 
throughout  by  interested  members 
of  the  church.  It  is  of  light  gray 
brick  veneer  construction,  with  dark 
gray  trim. 

Greeting  guests  at  the  open  house 
were  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Har¬ 
buck  and  the  following  members 
of  the  Parsonag-  Committee:  Mrs. 


story  in  the  Bible”.  One  man  said, 
“It  lets  you  know  what  Christmas 
really  is”.  Little  children  like  to 
walk  across  the  parsonage  yard,  and 
“look”  inside;  many  have  been  seen 
to  touch  the  figures.  Cars,  passing 
by,  stop  for  a  few  moments  and 
drive  on. 

It  is  believed  that. this  scene  has 
helped  to  “Keep  Christ  in  Christ¬ 
mas”  as  it  has  carried  its  silent 
but  dramatic  message,  Mr. 
Schwendimann  says. 


J.  L.  Saxon,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Patterson, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Steele  and  Mrs.  Clyde 
Stallcup.  Over  400  people  attended 
the  open  house.  A  brief  consecration 
service  was  held  at  2:00  o’clock. 


GORDON  AVENUE 
CLASS  HOLDS 
DECEMBER  MEETING 

The  Ladies  Bible  Class  of  the 
Gordon  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  held  its  December  meeting 
in  the  parlors  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
which  were  beautiful  with  Christ¬ 
mas  decorations. 

Mrs.  Etta  Menge,  president,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  meeting. 
Mrs.  Maybelle  Thompson  led  in  the 
prayer.  Mrs.  Menge  read  the  scrip¬ 
ture  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Stevenson  read 
a  poem.  Mrs.  Lucille  Durham  pre¬ 
sented  a  well  -  planned  Christmas 
program.  Carols  were  sung  and  Mrs. 
Lois  Timmerman  told  a  Christmas 
story. 

At  the  close  of  the  program,  mem¬ 
bers  were  invited  to  the  dining  room 
where  coffee  and  punch  were  served 
with  Mrs.  Menge  at  the  coffee  serv¬ 
ice  and  Mrs.  Hales  at  the  punch 
bowl. 

An  exchange  of  gifts  was  held 
and  a  display  of  gifts  to  be  sent  to 
a  child  at  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  was  viewed. 

A  gift  was  presented  to  the  class 
teacher,  Mrs.  Harriett  Reeves. 

Seventeen  were  in  attendance  at 
the  meeting. — Mrs.  G.  M.  McGuffee, 
Class  Secretary. 


Youth  Choir  Sings  In  Special  Service 


iiigil 
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Pictured  above  is  the  youth  choir 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder  singing  to  the  77th  Spec¬ 
ial  Forces  at  the  close  of  “Operation 
Sagebrush.”  The  service  was  held 
among  the  pine  trees  at  temperature 


near  freezing. 

The  choir  director  is  L.  W.  Fletch¬ 
er  and  the  adult  counselor  is  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Pugh. 

Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 

AROUND-THE- WORLD  TOUR 


The  Intermediate  MYF  of  First 
Church,  Camden,  went,  “Around  the 
World”  for  its  annual  Christmas 
party,  December  16.  The  countries 
visited  were  represented  by  class 
rooms  decorated  typically  of  that 
country  at  Christmas  time,  and  each 
country  had  an  ambassador  to  guide 
the  tour.  The  price  for  the  trip  was 
a  gift  of  food  or  clothing  for  the 
Christmas  family  selected  by  the 
department.  The  Intermediates  were 
divided  into  groups  as  they  entered 
the  department  and  after  flight  in¬ 
structions,  began  their  journey. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Spurlock,  a  native 
Cuban,  was  in  a  palm-filled  country 
which  emphasized  the  Nativity 
scene.  Cuban  songs  were  popular 
with  the  tour  members  and  the  pic¬ 
tures  and  display  were  made  ex¬ 
citing  by  Mrs.  Spurlock’s  comments. 

The  tree,  heavy  with  beautifully 
decorated  cookies,  was  the  center 
of  interest  in  Denmark,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  G.  A.  Erinksen,  a 
native  Dane.  Here  the  tour  learned 
of  the  legend  that  at  midnight  on 
Christmas  eve  all  the  animals  bow 
their  heads.  They  were  intrigued 
by  many  of  the  other  customs  and 
sayings  of  the  country. 

Germany,  who  contributed  so 
much  to  Christmas  as  we  know  it, 
was  under  the  leadership  of  Major 
J.  A.  Warnock,  who  recently  return¬ 
ed  from  several  years  of  military 
duty  in  that  country.  The  Christmas 
tree,  the  handmade  toys,  Saint,  and 
“O  Tannebaum”  were  all  a  part 
of  the  German  tour. 

The  pinata  was  the  big  attraction 
in  Mexico  where  the  tour  members 
took  turns  trying  to  break  the  toy 
to  get  the  candy  and  gum  it  con- 
t  a  i  n  e  d .  Poinsettas  decorated  the 
room  and  the  legend  of  the  poin- 
setta  was  told. 

Although  no  special  emphasis  is 
given  to  Christmas  by  the  non- 
Christian  villages  of  China,  Mrs. 
Betty  Lum  Skidmore,  a  native  Chin¬ 
ese,  assisted  by  Miss  Emily  Hobbs, 
was  on  hand  to  make  an  interesting 
addition  to  the  tour.  Native  clothes, 
a  budda,  and  hand-made  linens  were 
all  a  part  of  the  country.  Chopsticks 
and  nuts  were  provided  for  all  tour 
members  and  each  had  a  chance  to 
try  to  eat  Chinese-style. 

The  sixth  country  on  the  tour  was 
the  United  States  where  the  Christ¬ 
mas  trees  and  Santa  Claus  were 
very  much  in  evidence.  Basic  ma¬ 
terials  such  as  popcorn,  cranberries, 
foil  paper,  etc.  were  on  hand  and 
each  person  helped  to  make  the 
decorations  for  the  tree. 


Christmas  carols  of  all  the  na¬ 
tions  sung  by  the  travelers  made 
a  lovely  addition  to  the  evening. 
A  treasure  hunt  that  ended  with 
treasure  in  the  form  of  refreshments 
was  next  with  Mrs.  O.  G.  Burnham 
as  hostess. 

The  evening’s  activities  were  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Miss  Anne  Ged- 
die,  Director  of  Education.  —  Re¬ 
porter 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Sebascot 

The  Greenwood  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  was  host  on  Thursday 
evening,  December  8,  to  the  Sebascot 
Sub-District  meeting. 

The  worship  service  was  present¬ 
ed  by  the  Greenwood  young  people 
and  was  built  around  the  theme, 
“The  Real  Meaning  of  Christmas” 
with  appropriate  worship  services. 
This  was  portrayed  with  the  nativity 
scene,  the  singing  of  carols  and  di¬ 
rected  meditation.  The  group  assem¬ 
bled  in  the  fellowship  hall  for  re¬ 
creation  and  refreshments  after  the 
business  meeting.  There  were  120 
present. 

The  Waldron  MYF  invited  the 
Sub-District  to  meet  with  them  in 
January. — Mrs.  Monroe  Scott 


New  Sub-District 

The  Ville  Platte  Methodist  Church 
entertained  the  new  Sub-District  on 
Monday  night,  December  19.  The 
following  churches  were  represented 
and  their  ministers  were  present: 


People  60  lo  80 

APPLY  FOR  OLD  LINE  LEGAL 
RESERVE  LIFE  INSURANCE 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — If  you  are 
under  80,  you  can  still  apply  for 
a  $1,000  life  insurance  policy  to 
help  take  care  of  final  expenses 
without  burdening  your  family. 

You  handle  the  entire  trans¬ 
action  by  mail  with  OLD  AMER¬ 
ICAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  ob¬ 
ligation.  No  one  will  call  on  you! 

Write  today  for  free  informa¬ 
tion.  Simply  mail  postcard  or 
letter  (giving  age)  to  Old  Amer¬ 
ican  Ins.  Co.,  3  W.  9th,  Dept. 
L1307C,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 


415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCKf  ARK* 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

“In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district”  _ 


Pineville,  Bunkie,  Evergreen,  Le- 
Compte,  White’s  Chapel  and  Ville 
Platte.  Ministers  were  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddie  of  Bunkie;  Rev.  John  F.  Kel¬ 
logg  of  Urania;  Rev.  C.  H.  Giessen 
of  LeCompte  and  Rev.  H.  D.  Fisher 
of  Ville  Platte  and  White’s  Chapel. 

Mr.  Kellogg,  Conference  Youth 
Director,  installed  the  following  of¬ 
ficers:  Jane  Smith,  Bunkie,  presi¬ 
dent;  Frank  Fitzgerald,  LeCompte, 
vice-president;  Frances  Ford,  Pine¬ 
ville,  secretary;  June  Marie  Hewitt, 
Ville  Platte,  treasurer;  Ethel  Robert¬ 
son,  Evergreen,  publicity.  O  s  k  a 
Ninemire  and  Reggie  Soliean  of 
Ville  Platte  assisted  Mr.  Kellogg  in 
the  installation. 

An  impressive  drama  was  present¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Giessen  and  his  young 
people,  from  LeCompe.  The  drama 


CfjurdjJfumiture 

Circular  and  Straight 
Pews-Pulpit  Furniture 
Special  Designs- 
Write  for  Catalog 


BUDDE&  WEIS  MEG.  CO. 

JACKSQN,  TENNESSEE 


was  in  three  scenes  depicting  the 
spirit  of  Christmas  with  appropriate 
music. 

Mrs.  M.  O.  Malloy,  counselor  for 
Ville  Platte  and  mothers  of  Ville 
Platte  MYF,  furnished  refreshments. 
— Reporter 


WANTED:  To  locate  some  church  choir 
from  whom  we  can  procure,  either  by 
purchase  or  exchange,  some  back  issues 
of  “Choir  Herald”.  Also  would  like  to  have 
certain  pages  from  about  24  worn-out 
Methodist  hymnals. — DR.  V.  O.  McNABB, 
choir  director,  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Morrilton. 


credit. 


ot  > 


Get  this  big  gleaming  48-Cap 
Electric  Drip-O-LatorCoffe* 
Urn  and  never  pay  or  send  a 
single  penny !  I’ll  send  it  to  yon 
in  advance  along:  with  a  supply 
of  my  famous  flavoring:.  All  you 
need  to  do  is  have  10  members  of 
your  group  each  sell  only  4  bottles 
and  the  48 -Cup  Urn  is  voura  to 
keep!  Take  as  long  as  60 days.  No 
mone^down  ...  we  give  you 


penny  of  vour 
own  money  is  needed,  ever.  Just  ^ 

write  for  this  amazing  offer.  (  jJJtUUSJS- 

All  III  ri  I7ARETU  U/gnr  V*  imwiwra 


ANNA  ELIZABETH  WADEN^T 

2029  Tyree  SL,  Lynchburg,  Vo.  ^ 


Colorful  Story  and  Drama  .  .  . 
Abundant  study  material  is  yours  in 


ALL  OF  THE  WOMEN 
OF  THE  BIBLE 


By  Edith  Deen.  It’s  different  from 
anything  you  ever  read — it’s  as  in¬ 
structive  as  it  is  entertaining — this 
first  comprehensive  book  ever  writ¬ 
ten  on  all  of  the  women  of  the 
Bible.  All  are  here — saints  and  har¬ 
lots,  faithful  mothers  and  wives, 
queens,  concubines,  business  women. 
Three  hundred  minute  biographies 
within  a  single  binding.  All  of  the 
Women  of  the  Bible  is  a  metic¬ 
ulously  conceived  and  beautifully 
recreated  delineation  of  the  role  of 
the  women  in  the  great  panorama  of 
the  Bible.  Each  major  biography  is 
identified  by  Bible  chapter  and 
verse  and  prefaced  by  a  key  pas¬ 
sage  of  scripture.  Indexes. 

(HA)  . postpaid,  $4.95 


This  Is  Just  One  of  the  1 ,816  Important 
Books  in  Our  New  Book  Catalog 

It’s  easy  to  shop  at  home  by  mail  with 
our  new  Book  Catalog,  Look  at  the 
Books  for  1955-56.  Books  for  all  ages, 
every  taste,  and  looking  through  the 
catalog  is  a  thrill  with  so  many  pages 
in  beautiful  color!  Picture-story  books 
for  children,  handbooks  for  teens,  bi¬ 
ographies,  anthologies,  plays  and  short 
stories  .  .  .  travel  books,  fun  books, 
reference  books,  humor  and  the  best 
fiction.  Write  for  your  FREE  copy  to¬ 
day!  We  pay  postage  on  all  books! 


rjfie  'Methodift  Tubfishiruj  iHoust-J 

Please  order  from  House  serving  you 

Baltimore  3  Chicago  11  Cincinnati  2  Dallas  1  Detroit  1  Kansas  City  6 
Nashville  2  New  York  11  Pittsburgh  30  Portlands  Richmond  16  San  Francisco  2 

When  in  Atlanta,  Boston,  or  Los  Angeles  stop  in  our  COKESBURY  BOOK  STORES: 

In  Atlanta,  72  Broad  St.,  N.W.  In  Boston,  S77  Boylston  St. 

In  Los  Angeles,  5244  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 
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World 

Con- 

]  Gen., 

Service 

fer- 

iJur.etc. 

and 

ence 

Dist.  |  Incl. 

Mini- 

World 

Conf. 

Bishops 

Claim- 

Supt’s.  |  Wes. 

mum 

Com- 

Hosp. 

Ben. 

Fund 

ants 

Fund  |Found. 

Salary 

munion 

Bldg. 

4.25 

MACEDONIA  . 

....  67.50 

12.00 

108.50 

60.00 

12.50 

21.50 

14.10 

22.50 

Five  Oaks  . 

....  43.50 

7.00 

56.00 

35.00 

9.00 

5.25 

6.25 

14.50 

Simmons  Chapel  ... 

....  30.00 

40.00 

30.00 

5.00 

4.50 

5.00 

11.34 

PLEASANT  HILL  . 

....  10.00 

2.00 

16.00 

15.00 

5.00 

2.00 

12.34 

Shiloh  . 

....  17.50 

6.00 

24.60 

15.00 

9.00 

4.50 

5.00 

Union  Grove  . 

....  17.50 

3.00 

24.00 

15.00 

4.50 

2.25 

5.00 

28.00 

MAMMOTH  SPRING  .. 

....  85.00 

21.00 

168.00 

105.00 

17.50 

21.00 

15.22 

MARMADUKE  . 

....  125.00 

18.00 

144.00 

90.00 

17.50 

13.50 

5.00 

41.67 

MAYNARD  . 

....  28.50 

3.25 

26.00 

16.25 

7.50 

2.44 

5.40 

9.50 

Ravenden  Springs  . 

....  20.00 

4.00 

36.00 

20.00 

6.50 

4.00 

14.00 

Ravenden  . 

...  30.00 

7.15 

57.20 

35.75 

7.50 

5.37 

10.00 

Middlebrook  . 

....  28.50 

3.80 

30.40 

19.00 

4.00 

5.70 

9.50 

Oak  Grove  . 

...  14.25 

2.15 

17.20 

10.75 

2.50 

1.62 

14.75 

2.15 

Williford  . 

...  20.00 

2.17 

17.34 

10.83 

4.00 

2.71 

6.67 

PARAGOULD,  First  . 

...  1354.15 

55.00 

440.00 

275.00 

76.25 

82.50 

100.00 

125.00 

Griffin  Mem . 

...  375.00 

39.00 

331.50 

195.00 

42.48 

78.00 

15.00 

SHILOH  . 

...  65.00 

9.50 

76.00 

47.50 

5.00 

7.25 

10.00 

Pruetts  Chapel  . 

72.00 

6.75 

Woods  Chapel  . 

...  17.00 

36.00 

12.00 

MORNING  STAR  . 

...  30.00 

9.50 

38.00 

24.25 

7.13 

New  Liberty  . 

...  30.00 

54.96 

112.50 

50.00 

PIGGOTT  . 

...  675.00 

45.00 

393.52 

225.00 

POCAHONTAS  . 

...  675.00 

48.00 

384.00 

240.00 

55.00 

72.00 

50.00 

225.00 

RECTOR,  First  . 

...  600.00 

42.00 

368.00 

210.00 

55.00 

105.00 

40.00 

Fourth  Street  . 

...  67.50 

12.25 

98.80 

61.75 

10.00 

9.36 

10.00 

23.00 

Cummins  Chapel  .... 

6.70 

33.50 

15.40 

5.03 

5.00 

18.67 

Mars  Hill  . 

...  56.00 

6.70 

53.60 

5.03 

5.00 

EBENEZER  . 

...  63.00 

7.00 

56.00 

35.00 

9.00 

5.25 

8.70 

Pleasant  Grove  . 

90.00 

3.05 

Liberty  Hill  . 

56.00 

35.00 

2.35 

Ramers  Chapel  . 

...  13.29 

7.00 

15.00 

SEDGWICK  . 

...  43.02 

7.00 

56.75 

35.00 

11.66 

5.25 

7.42 

Egypt  . 

...  37.50 

7.00 

56.00 

35.00 

10.00 

4.50 

13.09 

ST.  FRANCIS  . 

...  28.50 

3.87 

47.68 

25.38 

5.00 

3.57 

Langleys  Chapel  .... 

6.00 

48.00 

30.00 

15.00 

4.50 

Wrights  Chapel  . 

...  40.00 

10.50 

50.00 

40.00 

10.00 

9.00 

15.35 

20.84 

STANFORD  . 

...  62.50 

10.00 

84.75 

50.00 

12.50 

10.00 

Warrens  Chapel  . 

...  17.50 

3.00 

24.00 

15.00 

7.50 

3.00 

5.00 

5.84 

WALNUT  RIDGE  . 

...  625.00 

42.00 

384.00 

240.00 

72.00 

25.00 

Old  Walnut  Ridge 

...  25.00 

2.50 

23.00 

17.50 

2.50 

TOTAL  . 

...$6667.71 

579.74 

5033.84 

2908.46 

687.75] 

913.85 

603.011 

1135.33 

GOLDEN  CROSS:  Black  Rock  $3.00;  Rector  4th  St.  $5.00;  Cummin*  Chapel  $5.00;  Old 
Walnut  Ridge  $5.00. 

METHODIST  YOUTH:  Beech  Grove  $4.00;  Camp  Ground  $8.00;  Paragould  First  $9.76; 

Piggott  $15.00;  Rector  1st  $3.00. 

RACE  RELATIONS:  Black  Rock  $5.00;  Pocahontas  $50.00. 

ADVANCE  SPECIAL:  Beech  Grove  $10.00;  Gainesville  $10.00;  Pocahontas  $80.00; 
Cummins  Chapel  $5.00. 

WEEK  OF  DEDICATION:  Black  Rock  $5.00;  Cummins  Chapel  $7.00. 

CHURCH  EXTENSION  SHARES:  Gainesville  $10.00;  Imboden  $30.00;  Macedonia  $10.00; 
Mammoth  Spring  $30.00;  Paragould  West  Parish  $30.00;  Piggott  $185.00;  Rector 
First  $90.00;  Cummins  Chapel  $20.00;  Stanford  $20.00;  Warrena  Chapel  $10.00; 
Walnut  Ridge  $131.00. 


SEARCY  DISTRICT 


ANTIOCH  . 

....$  02.50 

4.00 

Stony  Point  . 

....  31.25 

4.25 

AUGUSTA  . 

...  306.25 

20.00 

BALD  KNOB  . 

....  262.50 

20.00 

Bradford  . 

....  100.00 

8.00 

Russell  . 

....  43.75 

3.50 

BEEBE  . 

....  300.00 

40.00 

BELLEFONTE  . 

....  23.25 

7.02 

Bergman  . 

....  11.75 

3.00 

CABOT  . 

....  400.00 

36.00 

Austin  . 

CLINTON  . 

....  537.50 

33.00 

DAMASCUS  . 

Fairbanks  . . 

...  15.00 

5.00 

Shirley  . 

...  40.00 

Morganton  . 

5.00 

Steele-Hopewell  . 

10.00 

2.00 

DEVIEW  . 

...  22.50 

2.50 

Patterson  . 

...  20.00 

7.50 

FLOYD  . 

...  15.00 

4.00 

Vinity  . 

...  10.00 

GRIFFITHVILLE  . 

21.00 

Dogwood  . 

...  25.00 

3.00 

Bill*  Chapel  . 

4.00 

HARRISON  . 

...  502.50 

52.00 

HEBER  SPRINGS  . 

...  675.00 

43.00 

JACKSONVILLE  . 

...  225.00 

10.00 

JUDSONIA  . 

...  166.66 

20.00 

KENSETT  . 

...  145.50 

16.20 

West  Point  . 

...  24.00 

1.50 

LESLIE  . 

...  25.00 

18.00 

MARSHALL  . 

....  . 1 

10.00 

St.  Joe  . 

...  25.00 

5.00 

McCRORY  . 

...  474.00 

36.00 

Fakes  Chapel  . 

...  25.00 

3.00 

COPPERAS  SPRINGS 

...  90.00 

Sixteenth  Section  .... 

...  25.00 

NEWTON  COUNTY  .... 

...  75.00 

12.00 

MT.  PISGAH  . 

...  62.50 

8.50 

Oak  Grove  . 

...  32.50 

4.75 

QUITMAN  . 

...  200.00 

24.00 

Enders  . 

...  30.00 

1.60 

Central  . 

...  25.00 

2.00 

Mt.  Pleasant  . 

...  23.50 

2.20 

Goodloe  . 

...  10.00 

2.00 

ROSE  BUD  . 

...  27.76 

4.88 

Center  Hill  . 

...  10.00 

1.50 

Harmony  . 

7.50 

1.50 

Gum  Springs  . 

...  15.50 

2.50 

Smyrna  . 

....  20.00 

5.00 

SEARCY,  First  . 

....  1300.00 

60.00 

VALLEY  SPRINGS  . 

....  20.00 

5.00 

WARD  . 

....  25.00 

3.50 

Sixteenth  Section  ... 

3.75 

1.50 

04.00 

40.00 

4.00 

6.00 

8.75 

34.00 

21.25 

2.50 

3.19 

5.10 

200.00 

100.00 

38.00 

35.00 

160.00 

100.00 

20.00 

25.00 

16.40 

64.00 

40.00 

6.25 

10.00 

7.60 

28.00 

17.50 

4.25 

3.75 

3.10 

33.34 

200.00 

400.00 

47.50 

48.00 

33.21 

56.01 

34.98 

2.76 

5.25 

24.00 

15.00 

1.25 

2.25 

288.00 

180.00 

103.00 

90.00 

13.00 

125.00 

10.00 

264.00 

165.00 

35.00 

41.25 

25.00 

128.00 

16.56 

8.25 

60.00 

25.00 

7.00 

8.00 

5.00 

2.00 

2.00 

21.50 

14.00 

3.00 

go. 00 

37.50 

1.38 

32.00 

20.00 

8.00 

5.25 

8.46 

25.00 

15.00 

4.00 

2.00 

32.00 

20.00 

247.00 

130.00 

36.25 

78.00 

85.00 

250.00 

344.00 

215.00 

54.50 

13.00 

35.02 

172.50 

150.00 

15.00 

47.50 

48.00 

158.75 

100.00 

25.83 

16.67 

129.60 

81.00 

19.92 

15.00 

9.10 

12.00 

7.50 

1.50 

1.50 

144.00 

90.00 

27.00 

15.00 

5.00 

84.00 

52.00 

12.00 

10.00 

10.00 

80.00 

50.00 

6.00 

6.76 

296.00 

180.00 

59.00 

46.00 

25.00 

24.00 

15.00 

7.50 

40.00 

5.00 

111.00 

60.00 

7.50 

24.00 

14.89 

68.00 

42.50 

7.50 

6.25 

34.00 

21.26 

3.45 

3.38 

192.00 

120.00 

21.00 

24.00 

13.50 

12.80 

8.00 

3.40 

1.00 

10.00 

16.00 

5.00 

2.00 

8.80 

5.50 

1.10 

6.00 

5.00 

2.00 

39.00 

24.38 

5.50 

3.00 

15.00 

12.00 

7.50 

4.52 

2.00 

12.00 

7.50 

2.50 

1.25 

12.00 

23.50 

12.50 

2.50 

4.75 

20.00 

15.00 

825.00 

300.00 

80.00 

150.00 

50.00 

650.00 

15.00 

10.00 

4.00 

3.00 

28.00 

17.50 

4.50 

2.00 

50.00 

12.00 

7.50 

2.25 

2.25 

5,000  ”  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes,  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Bond  for  free  catalog  and  price-list 

George  W.  Hdbls,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept  D.  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 

ALL-STATE  SUPPLY.  INC. 

1401  W.  Capitol  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Little  RocHs  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Liltlo  Rock,  Arkansas 


fit  Christian  Bookstores  Everywhere 

Go^ef.L^m  0NLY 

MOUND,  MINNESOTA,  or  $Q25 
GLENDALE  4,  CALIFORNIA  «*-  — 

'•(Ore  to  a  school) 


It's  exciting  and  different!  It’s  a  one- 
theme  course  completely  coordinated  for 
a  Bible-teaching,  Christ-centered  VBS  .  .  . 
All  visual  aids  PRE-CUT .  .  .  PRE-CUT 
pupil’s  books  through  Primary  .  .  .  adven¬ 
ture  contest  .  .  .  Deco-pattern  Kit  .  .  . 
complete  Leader's  Guide. 


|  □  For  enclosed  $2.25,  send  me  "The  King's  I 
Adventureland'’  Sample  Kit.  - 


I  Name- 


Address. 
City _ 


-Zone _ State. 


I 


ll  □  Send  me  free  Information  on  the  new  , 
|l  VBS  course,  “The  King's  Adventureland.''  I 


Dept.  <J  LL  | 

I 
I 


—J 


see  Jesus." 
John  12:21 


685.76]  781.60|  451.92]  1208.80 


TOTAL  . $6416.91|  589.90|  4565.96  |  3056.861 

GOLDEN  CROSS:  Bald  Knob  $10.00;  Bradford  $5.00. 

METHODIST  YOUTH:  Camp  &  Sub-Dist.  $59  60*  Russell  £32  95*  K.noptt  vr_ 

Crory  $28.00;  Mt.  Pisgah  $P11.00;  Rose  Bud  $lo  bo ;  Smyrnf^OO ;  S^y 
RACE  RELATIONS:  Bald  Knob  $10.00;  Russell  $5.00;  Cabot  $20.00. 

SPECIAL:  Cabot  $50.00;  Patterson  $5.00;  Heber  Springs  $67.00;  Center  Hill 
$2.00;  Smyrna  $5.00;  Searcy  $585.00;  Valley  Springs  $5.15;  Ward  $23  00 
WEEK  OF  DEDICATION:  Cabot  $12.00. 

CHURCH  EXTENSION  SHARES:  Bald  Knob  $20.00;  Cabot  $10.06;  Harrison  S70  86* 
Heber  Springs  $10.00;  Marshall  $10.00;  McRae  $10.00;  Searcy  First  $300.00.  * 


Min. 

Imum 

Salary 


World  Serv.  Conf.  Diet.  Gen.,  Jur., 

RECAPITULATION  &  Conf.  Bishops  Claim-  Sup'te.  etc.,  Incl. 

Benev.  Fund  anta  Fund  Wes.  Found. 

Batesville  District .  $  5,798.66  $  704.14  $  4,590.72  $  2,859.42  $  429.94  $  736  87 

Conway  District .  8,958.67  802.05  6,151.08  8,862.73  958.17  1.400  64 

Fayetteville  District .  7,927.87  850.95  6,959.84  3,930.06  850  74  1  415  48 

Forrest  City  District .  10,380.88  1,121.81  8,426.10  5,703.75  1,351.15  1*827  13 

Fort  Smith  District .  14,350.54  1,116.91  9,095.03  5,406.43  1,276.44  1  613  06 

Jonesboro  District . .  13,916.48  1,471.50  10,926.40  6,715.00  1,601.77  1*732  70 

Paragould  District .  6,667.71  879.74  5,033.84  2,908.48  687.75  913  85 

Searcy  District .  6,416.91 _ 589.90  4,565.96  3,056.86 _ 685.70  781  60 

TOTAL .  $74,417.73  $  7,237.00  $55,748.97  $34,442.71  $  7,841.72  >10.411 83" 

(55%  of  " 

Askings) 


World 

Com¬ 

munion. 


Hospital 

Building 


Golden 

Cross 


$  440.78 

$  737.50 

$  12.00 

$  28.00 

$ 

10.00 

650.49 

703.45 

1,518.00 

2,018.37 

24.50 

41.66 

142.95 
110  10 

24.50 

708.97 

2,345.16 

220.00 

147 .86 

170.25 

1,143.32 

1,640.62 

45.00 

181.22 

177.00 

1,274.19 

3,498.98 

285.00 

278.78 

75.00 

603.61 

1,135.33 

20.00 

33.78 

55.00 

451.92 
$  5,976,13 

1,208.80 

$14,102.70 

15.00 
$  663.16 

204.36 

$1,128.97 

"T 

35.00 

546.75 

M«.th-  R*ce  .  Week  Church 

od'st  Rela-  Advance  of  Extension 

y°uth_ tione  Specials  Dedication  Shares 


$  263.46 

1,290.38 

977.50 

1,565.25 

299.65 

3,216.21 

105.00 

744.15 

$8,461.60 


48.00 

25.50 

7.00 

118.73 
10.80 

197.80 

12.00 

12.00 

430.73 


$  200.06 
1,313.22 
1,525.06 
1,025.00 
1.638.56 
2,427.06 
506.06 
430.06 
ET.124.7i 


P.  B.  COOLEY,  Conference  Treasurer 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

bated  an  “International  Sunday  School  Leaaona;  the  International 
Bible  Leaaene  tor  Chrlatian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  INI  by  the  Dlvlalen  of 
Chrlatlan  education.  National  Ceuncil  ef  the  Churohae  of  Chriat  In  the  U.S.A. 

NEED  FOR  REPENTANCE  TODAY 

LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  15,  1956 
READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  Y OUR  BIBLE: 

Luke  3:  1-9,  31-35 

MEMORY  SELECTION: 

“Unless  you  repent  you  will  all  ..  .  perish.” — Luke  13:5 


This  is  the  third  lesson  of  four- 
sessions  UNIT  VI:  “CORRECTING 
WRONG  SLANTS  ON  LIFE.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Adult  Student  the 
aim  of  the  unit  is  “To  confront  the 
student  with  some  of  the  pitfalls  re¬ 
sulting  from  false  notions  of  life’s 
purpose  and  also  with  the  need  for 
repentance.”  Life  is  filled  with  pit- 
falls  and  all  of  us  need  to  know 
what  they  are  in  order  that  we 
may  avoid  them. 

The  first  lesson  of  the  unit  dealt 
with  the  danger  of  insincerity.  This 
is  one  of  life’s  greatest  pitfalls.  The 
lesson  material  had  to  do  with  some 
warnings  that  Christ  gave  the  Phar¬ 
isees.  These  people  were  the  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  of  that  day;  but 
Christ  call  them  hypocrites.  He 
accused  them  of  making  big  claims 
in  the  matter  of  religion  and  then 
doing  nothing  about  them.  They  put 
on  a  bold  front.  They  tried  to  look 
good  to  men  on  the  outside  but  in¬ 
wardly  they  were  very  corrupt. 

The  second  lesson  had  to  do  with 
confidence  in  God.  Christ  pictured 
God  as  a  loving  heavenly  Father 
who  is  deeply  interested  in  his  chil¬ 
dren.  As  a  Father,  he  has  made  am¬ 
ple  provisions  for  their  necessities 
in  life.  He  would  have  them  fully 
trust  the  Father,  put  their  lives  in 
his  hands,  seek  as  of  first  impor¬ 
tance  the  spiritual  values  of  life,  and 
look  to  the  Father  to  supply  their 
material  needs.  Christ  did  not  con¬ 
demn  the  matter  of  making  reason¬ 
able  provision  for  the  future.  He 
was  only  condemning  the  making  of 
material  needs  the  chief  end  and 
aim  of  life  and  worrying  about 
them. 

Christ  felt  that  the  worry  over 
material  things  and  giving  them  the 
first  consideration  in  life  was  a  ser¬ 
ious  pitfall.  He  realized  that  there 
was  a  need  for  material  things  in 
people’s  lives  but  he  did  not  want 
them  to  come  first.  Some  tell  us 
that  Christ  gave  more  warnings 
against  this  danger  than  he  did  any¬ 
thing  else  in  all  of  his  teachings. 
He  did  this  because  he  realized  that 
people  were  in  greater  danger  at 
this  point  than  at  any  other. 

This  brings  us  to  our  present  les¬ 
son  —  “Need  for  Repentance  To¬ 
day.”  It  will  be  noted  that  all  of 
these  lessons  belong  together.  All 
of  them  deal  with  wrong  slants  on 
life.  Insincerity  is  certainly  a  wrong 
slant  on  life,  and  it  follows  as  night 
follows  day  thatmo  insincere  person 
can  possibly  have  full  confidence 
in  God.  When  a  person  is  insincere 
and  lacking  in  confidence  in  God 
there  is  but  one  thing  for  him  to  do 
and  that  is  to  repent.  Our  lesson  to¬ 
day  brings  us  to  this  matter  and 
ties  directly  into  the  other  two. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

There  are  two  events  and  one 
parable  in  the  printed  portion  of 
our  lesson,  all  of  which  have  to  do 
with  the  matter  of  repentance.  In 


the  first  event  we  have  the  account 
of  some  Galileans  whom  Pilate  had 
killed  while  they  were  making  sac¬ 
rifices.  The  blood  of  these  people 
had  mingled  with  the  blood  of  the 
animals  that  had  been  slain  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  sacrifices. 

We  will  never  know  just  why 
these  people  came  and  told  Christ 
about  this  event.  Some  say  that  they 
did  it  in  an  effort  to  trap  Christ  in 
his  words.  If  he  should  condemn  Pi¬ 
late  for  this  outrage  and  express 
sympathy  for  these  unfortunate 
people,  that  would  get  him  in  bad 
with  the  Roman  Government.  On 
the  other  hand  if  he  should  con¬ 
demn  these  Galileans  and  say  that 
this  calamity  came  upon  them  be¬ 
cause  of  their  sins,  this  would  get 
the  Lord  in  bad  light  with  the 
people.  He  himself  was  a  Gali¬ 
lean  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
that  part  of  Palestine. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the 
Jews  at  that  time  believed  that 
calamities  came  upon  people  be¬ 
cause  of  their  sins.  They  felt  that 
they  were  sent  upon  them  as  a 
judgment  from  God.  They  clung  to 
this  idea  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
for  many  years  they  had  had  the 
Book  of  Job  which  at  least  partial¬ 
ly  refutes  the  idea  that  all  suffer¬ 
ing  is  caused  by  sin  on  the  part  of 
the  sufferer.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
much  suffering  is  caused  by  sin,  but 
not  all  of  it.  Some  of  the  best  peo¬ 
ple  on  earth  suffer.  Even  Christ 
himself  suffered  on  the  cross. 

The  Lord  did  not  bother  to  argue 
the  point  with  them.  His  answer, 
however,  shows  that  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  all  suffering  is  occasion¬ 
ed  by  sins  on  the  part  of  the  suf¬ 
ferer.  The  people  who  had  raised 
this  question  with  him  were  self- 
righteous.  They  felt  that  they  had 
escaped  such  calamity  because  of 
their  goodness.  The  Lord  warned 
them  that  they  were  no  better  than 
those  on  whom  the  calamity  fell 
and  that  if  they  did  not  repent  they 
would  also  perish. 

The  Lord  had  the  same  to  say 
about  the  eighteen  on  whom  the 
tower  of  Siloam  fell.  Siloam  was 
the  place  where  the  Jews  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  got  their  drinking  water.  It 
was  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
city,  within  and  near  the  walls.  It 
seems  that  a  certain  tower  that  had 
been  built  there  as  a  matter  of  pro¬ 
tection  in  time  of  war,  had  fallen 
on  these  people  and  killed  them. 
The  Lord  warned  those  who 
brought  the  message  to  him  that 
these  people  were  no  worse  than 
other  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  and  un¬ 
less  they  repented  they  would  all 
likewise  perish. 

The  Lord  then  proceeded  to  give 
the  parable  of  the  barren  fig  tree. 
This  tree  was  in  a  vineyard,  and 
that  was  not  strange,  for  the  people 
of  that  time  occasionally  planted 
fruit  trees  in  their  vineyards.  An¬ 
other  observation  we  would  make 


here  is  the  fact  that  it  was  a  plant¬ 
ed  tree.  It  did  not  come  up  from 
some  worthless  seed  by  accident.  It 
had  every  chance  to  make  good,  but 
in  spite  of  it  all  it  remained  barren. 

The  owner  of  the  fig  tree  had  ev¬ 
ery  reason  to  think  that  it  would 
bear  fruit.  He  came  on  three  suc¬ 
cessive  years  seeking  fruit  on  it 
and  found  none.  The  tree  seemed  to 
be  worthless,  and  even  worse  than 
worthless  for  it  was  using  up 
ground  that  might  be  occupied  by 
a  good  tree.  The  owner  demanded 
that  it  be  cut  down.  The  keeper  of 
the  vineyard,  however,  pled  that 
it  might  have  one  more  chance.  He 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  cause 
the  tree  to  bear  fruit,  but  if  it  fail¬ 
ed  that  year  also  then  he  would  cut 
it  down. 

Some  scholars  apply  this  para¬ 
ble  to  the  Jewish  nation.  God  had 
a  plan  for  this  nation  but  it  was  not 
carrying  it  out.  Christ  had  come 
and  had  carefully  taught  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  nearly  three  years,  but  all 
to  no  avail,  so  far  as  the  nation  ac¬ 
cepting  him  as  their  promised  Mes¬ 
siah,  Some  see  in  this  idea  of  three 
years  a  reference  to  the  three  years 
of  the  Lord’s  active  ministry.  Others 
do  not  see  this  point  and  claim  that 
fig  trees  reach  a  state  of  full  ma¬ 
turity  in  three  years,  which  means 
that  this  tree  was  fully  grown  and 
by  all  means  should  have  bore 
fruit.  Still  others  say  that  the  three 
years  in  this  connection  simply  re¬ 
fers  to  the  great  patience  of  God. 

The  last  passage  (Luke  13:31-35) 
is  not  in  the  printed  portion  -of  tht 
lesson  but  should  be  mentioned 
briefly  anyway.  The  passage  begins 
with  the  idea  of  the  Pharisees  warn¬ 
ing  him  to  leave  a  certain  section, 
telling  him  that  Herod  would  kill 
him.  These  Pharisees  might  have 
been  friendly  toward  Christ  and 
were  really  thinking  of  his  safety, 
or  they  might  have  been  enemies 
and  were  using  this  method  to  get 
him  out  of  their  particular  section 
of  the  country. 

This  was  the  same  Herod  who  had 
recently  killed  John  the  Baptist, 
but  Christ  had  no  fear  of  him.  The 
Lord  was  one  of  the  bravest  men 
who  ever  lived.  We  do  not  think 
of  him  in  those  terms  but  nonethe¬ 
less  it  is  true.  He  called  Herod  “that 
fox”  which  was  not  a  complimen¬ 
tary  term.  In  the  place  of  leaving 
that  section  he  went  right  ahead 
with  his  preaching,  teaching  and 
healing. 

The  Lord  felt,  however,  that  he 
was  nearing  the  end  of  his  life  on 
earth.  He  felt  that  he  would  die  in 
Jerusalem.  He  spoke  of  walking  to¬ 
day,  tomorrow  and  the  next  day. 
He  was  about  three  days  journey 
from  Jerusalem.  / 

In  the  last  two  verses  of  the  pass¬ 
age  we  find  Christ  weeping  over 
Jerusalem.  This  was  the  capital  of 
the  nation,  and  in  the  mind  of 
Christ  stood  for  the  nation.  He  felt 
that  he  had  failed  in  reaching  his 
own  people  and  it  broke  his  heart. 
The  Lord  went  on  to  say,  “Behold, 
your  house  is  left  unto  you  deso¬ 
late.”  Jerusalem  was  completely 
destroyed  and  the  nation  blotted  out 
in  A.  D.  70.  In  fact  Luke  wrote 
these  words  after  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem.  Prior  to  this  time  there 
might  have  been  a  doubt  at  least  in 
the  minds  of  the  enemies  of  Christ 
as  to  whether  or  not  this  prophecy 
would  come  true,  but  not  at  the 
time  Luke  wrote  for  it  had  already' 
taken  place. 

The  Lord  had  called  on  the  Jews 
both  as  individuals  and  as  a  nation 
to  repent  and  they  had  refused,  and 
it  happened  to  them  and  to  their  na¬ 


tion  just  as  he  had  said  it  would. 
He  had  told  them  that  these  Gali¬ 
leans  whom  Pilate  had  slain  at  the 
altar  of  sacrifice  were  not  sinners 
above  all.  The  very  ones  who 
brought  the  message  of  this  calamity 
to  him  were  also  sinners  and  unless 
they  repented  would  perish  as  these 
Galileans  had.  This  prophecy  came 
true  to  the  letter. 

The  Lord  had  insisted  that  the 
eighteen  upon  whom  the  tower  at 
Siloam  fell  were  not  sinners  above 
all  others.  Those  who  brought  this 
message  to  him  would  also  perish 
if  they  did  not  repent. 

In  the  parable  of  the  barren  fig 
tree,  the  Lord  taught  that  sins  of 
omission  would  be  punished  just  as 
same  as  sins  of  commission.  The  fig 
tree  had  done  no  harm.  It  simply 
did  no  good;  it  was  fruitless.  God 
had  called  the  Jews  as  individuals 
and  the  Jewish  nation  to  accomplish 
a  great  task,  but  they  failed  to  bear 
fruit  as  individuals  and  as  a  nation. 
The  fruitless  tree  was  finally  cut 
down;  the  Jewish  nation  went  down. 
Christ  was  exceedingly  patient  and 
merciful.  He  had  come  to  usher  in 
the  age  of  grace.  The  law  upon 
which  the  Jews  placed  their  hope 
said  “the  nation  has  failed;  cut  it 
down  immediately”,  but  grace  said 
“spare  it  another  year”.  But  the 
sparing  was  all  to  no  avail.  The  na¬ 
tion  turned  down  its  last  chance 
and  was  cut  down. 

No  thinking  person  would  argue 
for  a  moment  that  the  United  States 
is  not  called  of  God  to  do  a  great 
task  in  this  age  as  the  Jews  were 
of  old.  Thus  far  we  are  failing. 
“Tarbell’s  Teachers’  Guide”  names 
five  of  the  reasons  given  by  the 
historian  Gibbon  for  the  decline  and 
fall  of  Rome.  They  are  as  follows: 
“(1)  rapid  increase  in  divorce,  which 
undermined  the  home  as  the  basis 
of  Roman  society:  (2)  destructive 
taxation  and  lavish  governmental 
extravagance;  (3)  the  mad  craze 
for  pleasure  and  brutalized  amuse¬ 
ment  that  had  infected  the  entire 
population  like  some  fearful  plague; 
(4)  gigantic  armament  programs 
against  external  foes  when  the  real 
enemy  was  the  decaying  spirit  and 
corruption  of  the  people;  (5)  the 
decline  in  vital  religion,  which  had 
become  powerless  in  human  lives 
and  impotent  in  government  policy.” 

Note  the  fact  that  the  statement 
is  “decline  in  vital  religion”.  There 
was  plenty  religion  around  both 
when  Jerusalem  and  Rome  fell,  but 
it  was  not  vital.  It  did  not  affect 
the  moral  ljves  of  the  people.  Israel, 
the  Northern  Kingdom,  fell  more 
than  a  hundred  years  before  the 
fall  of  Judah  and  history  shows  that 
at  that  time  the  people  of  that  na¬ 
tion  were  flocking  to  the  synagogues 
as  never  before.  They  had  religion 
but  it  was  not  vital. 

There  is  a  strange  and  even  start¬ 
ling  parallel  between  our  situation 
and  that  of  those  ancient  nations. 
Note  the  five  steps  that  led  to  the 
decline  and  fall  of  Rome  above, 
and  you  will  see  how  closely  they 
parallel  our  own  situation.  As  was 
true  in  Israel,  we  have  ever  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  flocking  back  to  the 
churches,  but  in  spite  of  this  fact 
juvenile  delinquency,  divorce,  and 
crime  are  on  the  increase. 

As  was  true  with  Judah,  Israel, 
and  Rome  we  need  to  repent  both 
as  individuals  and  as  a  nation.  All 
of  us  are  aware  of  crimes  about  us 
but  we  forget  the  little  sins.  These 
sins  are  sapping  the  spiritual 
strength  of  our  nation  and  under¬ 
mining  the  vitality  of  our  religion. 
The  hope  of  our  nation  and  the 
world  lies  in  repentance. 
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The  note  of  n  cp  che 

Education  Building  r.  irst 

Methodist  Church,  T&*  x.,  was 

burned  at  the  morning  wt  jip  serv¬ 
ices  on  December  18th.  ' 

Miss  Marie  Fletcher,  president  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  presented  the  cancelled  note 
to  George  Slade,  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board.  He  in  turn  present¬ 
ed  it  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Mil¬ 
ler,  who  held  it  as  a  lighted  candle 
burned  the  note. 

Other  persons  participating  in  the 
ceremony  were:  Robert  R.  Richard¬ 
son,  the  first  pupil  in  the  Sunday 
School;  Irma  Cruthirds,  represent¬ 
ing  the  Commission  for  Education; 
G.  Harold  Turner,  representing  the 
Finance  Commission,  Ross  L.  Rob¬ 
inson,  representing  the  Commission 
for  Membership  and  Evangelism.  Dr. 
Adele  S’immons  Thomas,  represent¬ 
ing  the  Building  Committee,  E.  E. 
Richardson,  representing  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  N.  U.  Richard,  repre¬ 
senting  the  charter  members  of  the 
church,  and  V.  L.  Caldwell,  as  the 
building  construction  supervisor. 

The  Education  Building  was  be¬ 
gun  in  April,  1953.  The  New  Or¬ 


leans  District  Board  of  Missions  con¬ 
tributed  $1,000.00  toward  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  two  story,  28’  x  50’ 
building.  The  balance  of  $8,100.00 
was  raised  by  subscription  and  dif¬ 
ferent  fund  raising  methods. 

The  enrollment  of  the  Sunday 
School  is  now  87  pupils  with  an 
average  attendance  of  60. 


Top,  left  to  right:  Robert  R.  Richardson,  Irma  Cruthirds,  G.  Harold 
turner,  George  Slade,  Rev.  Robert  Miller,  Miss  Marie  Fletcher,  Ross  L. 
Robinson,  V.  L.  Caldwell,  Dr.  Adele  Simmons  Thomas,  E.  E.  Richardson, 
and  N.  U.  Richard.  Bottom,  left  to  right:  Rev.  Robert  Miller  and  George 
Slade. 


Louisiana  Methodism  Benefits  From  Bynum  Estate 

MORE  THAN  $1,100,000  LEFT 
TO  METHODIST  INTERESTS 

Two  Methodist  institutions,  a  New 
Orleans  Methodist  Church,  and  the 
retired  Methodist  ministers  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  all  bene¬ 
fit  from  bequests  announced  rec¬ 
ently  in  the  will  of  the  late  Robert 
J.  Bynum  of  New  Orleans.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  was  made  by  Henry 
Neyrey,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  legal 
counselor  for  Mr.  Bynum.  Mr. 
Bynum  died  on  December  31  in  New 
Orleans  at  the  age  of  84  and  left 
no  near  survivors.  He  remained  un¬ 
married  throughout  his  life. 

Under  terms  of  the  will,  Centen¬ 
ary  College  will  receive  12,000 
shares  of  Eli  Lilly  and  Co.,  common 
stock.  The  stock  is  presently  valued 
at  approximately  $38  per  share.  Mr. 
Bynum  was  employed  as  the  south¬ 
ern  representative  of  the  Eli  Lilly 
and  Co.,  a  drug  firm  of  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  for  many  years  prior  to  his 
retirement. 

Mr.  Bynum,  a  native  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  also  left  9,000  shares  of  the 
stock  to  the  Rayne  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  New  Orleans,  of 
which  he  was  a  member  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  left  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  shares  to  the  Community 
Chest  of  New  Orleans. 

Among  other  specific  bequests  was 
was  one  for  $5,000  for  the  Methodist 
Childrens  Home  in  Ruston.  In  ad¬ 
dition  this  institution  and  the  re¬ 
tired  ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  through  the  Conference’s 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Bishop  Martin  Leads 
Services  In 
Monroe  District 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  led  in  serv¬ 
ices  last  weekend  in  the  Monroe 
District  in  which  a  parsonage  was 
dedicated,  a  cornerstone  for  a  sanct¬ 
uary  was  laid,  a  church  building 
and  an  educational  building  was 
dedicated.  He  was  assisted  in  all 
these  services  by  Rev.  James  T. 
Harris,  Monroe  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

The  services  included  *  the  dedi-_ 
cation  of  the  Claiborne  Methodist 
Church  parsonage,  laying  the  corn¬ 
erstone  for  the  $115,000  sanctuary 
now  under  construction  at  Memor¬ 
ial  Methodist  in  Monroe,  dedicat¬ 
ing  a  new  educational  building  and 
several  memorials  recently  placed 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Ground-breaking  For 
Parker  Memorial 
Educational  Building 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for 
the  new  $100,000  educational  build¬ 
ing  at  the  Parker  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
held  on  Sunday,  December  18,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  service. 

The  new  building  will  contain  a 
large  fellowship  hall  and  office  and 
six  class  rooms.  The  two-story 
structure  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  use  in  six  months. 

Parker  Memorial  Church  had  its 
beginning  as  an  afternoon  Sunday 
School  in  1876.  It  was  organized  by 
a  local  preacher,  Rev.  J.  D.  Parker, 
at  the  request  of  a  Mr.  Mears  living 
on  Nashville  Avenue  near  Laurel 
Street.  After  meeting  at  his  home  a 
few  time  the  classes  were  moved  to 
the  home  of  Charles  Walker  at 
Laurel  and  Webster  Street.  Here  in 
a  few  years  it  outgrew  the  two 
rooms  Mr.  Walker  could  spare,  so 
a  lot  was  bought  and  chapel  built  at 
Constance  and  Octavia  Street  in 
1882.  In  1890  a  new  location,  at 
Magazine  and  Peters  Avenue,  was 
bought  and  the  chapel  moved  to 
that  location.  Here  a  tower,  vestibule 
and  classroom  were  added.  In  1904 
the  present  location  Nashville  and 
Perrier  Streets  was  bought  and  the 
present  church  was  built. 

The  fund  for  the  new  educational 
building  was  started  some  ten  years 
ago  as  a  result  of  a  legacy  given 
the  church  by  Mrs.  Della  Bisbee 
Arner,  who  was  one  of  the  school’s 
earliest  teachers. 

Participating  in  the  ground-break¬ 
ing  were:  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  dis- 
trict  superintendent;  Rev.  E.  J. 
Barksdale,  pastor;  Miss  Daisy  Walk¬ 
er,  daughter  of  the  late  Charles 
Walker;  Tom  L.  McKnight,  one  of 
the  school’s  earliest  members;  Mrs. 


Kate  C.  Irvine;  H.  A.  Christenberry; 
Leo  C.  Terry,  chairman  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board  and  Board  of  Trustees; 
Mrs.  Margie  Scott,  Church  School 
superintendent;  A.  M.  Barnes,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
John  S.  Pearce,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee. 
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Should  Methodists  Meddle  In  Public  Affairs? 


Christians  Improve  Society 


By  Dr.  G.  Lemuel  Fenn,  Tulsa* 


Ephesians  5:15 

“Look  carefully  then  how  you  walk,  not  as  unwise 
men  but  as  wise,  making  the  most  of  the  time,  be¬ 
cause  the  days  are  evil.” 

The  Methodist  Church  has  always  meddled  in 
public  affairs.  Its  interference  in  social  processes  is 
one  activity  that  keeps  its  body  strong  and  useful. 
To  convert  people  to  Christ  and,  by  organizing  and 
directing  them,  to  improve  society  is  the  distinctive 
mission  of  The  Methodist  Church.  We  Methodists,  more 
than  any  Protestant  church  in  America,  have  under¬ 
taken  to  improve  social  conditions  so  that  community 
life  not  only  allows  people  to  be  their  best  but  influ¬ 
ences  them  to  be  so. 

Defending  a  doctrine  has  never  been  our  main  pur¬ 
pose.  The  doing  of  righteousness  because  Christ  lives 
in  us,  is  our  most  important  business.  We  have  the  best 
organized  channels  through  which  to  work  for  social 
improvement.  For  these  reasons,  Methodists  have  more 
responsibility  for  social  improvement  than  any  other 
church. 

So  much  needs  to  be  done  that  we  sometimes  won¬ 
der,  What  can  I  do?  For  example,  any  intelligent  per¬ 
son  knows  that  nuclear  warfare  is  a  real  threat,  and 
that  if  it  happens,  whole  populations  will  be  destroy¬ 
ed.  We  know  that  approximately  one-half  of  the 
world’s  people,  in  this  day  of  scientific  farming  and 
crop  surpluses,  do  not  have  enough  to  eat.  Ninety  per¬ 
cent  of  that  one-half  cannot  read  and  write.  What  an 
enormous  task  we  Christians  have  of  helping  people  to 
get  things  and  education  enough  to  allow  their  spirits 
to  grow.  A  million  missionaries  would  be  too  few.  We 
Methodists  say,  “The  world  is  our  parish.” 

Surely  the  American  people  can  be  led  to  prac¬ 
tice  a  better  stewardship  than  spending  more  for  al¬ 
coholic  drink  than  they  spend  for  all  of  church  and 
privately  financed  education  and  charity.  Methodists 
constitute  only  one-sixteenth  of  the  population,  but  we 
shall  labor  to  change  this  alcoholic-laden  social  at¬ 
mosphere,  although  it  seems  we  are  a  David  attacking 
a  Goliath. 

Faced  with  these  enormous  tasks,  and  race  pre¬ 
judice,  and  economic  and  cultural  inequalities,  what 
can  one  Methodist  do? 

Do  you  remember  Maria  Millis?  Of  course  not,  un¬ 
less  you  are  familiar  with  the  life  story  of  Lord  Shafts- 
bury.  I  mention  her  in  connection  with  the  eminent 
Englishman  to  point  out  that  many  persons  who  have 
no  high  rank  or  station  contribute  largely  to  human 
betterment,  and  great  good  can  come  from  simple  acts. 

In  Picadilly  Circus,  London,  stands  a  beautiful 
memorial  fountain  erected  to  the  Seventh  Earl  of 
Shaftsbury.  This  Lord  Shaftsbury  was  as  much  the 
emancipator  of  England’s  industrial  slaves  as  was 
Lincoln  of  America’s  Negro  slaves. 

He  was  born  in  1801  into  a  godless  home  of  wealthy, 
aristocratic  parents.  Fortunately,  for  the  future  of 
England,  there  was  in  the  Shaftsbury  household  a  re¬ 
markable  Christian  nurse  —  Maria  Millis.  She  was 
Shaftsbury’s  spiritual  mother.  .  .  She.  .  .  molded  his 
character  for  life.  Till  death  he  carried  the  watch  she 
left  him,  and  daily  he  repeated  prayers  learned  at  her 
knee. 

During  a  half-century  of  public  service  Shafts¬ 
bury  earned  the  praise  Gladstone  put  into  the  inscrip¬ 


*An  address  delivered  by  Dr.  Fenn  at  district  meetings  sponsored 
bv  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Boards  of  Temperance,  Peace, 
Social  Action,  and  Missions,  held  at  El  Dorado,  Arkadelphia,  and 
Little  Rock,  October  25-27.  Dr.  Fenn  is  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Tulsa. 


tion  on  his  memorial  in  London:  “During  a  public 
life  of  half  a  century  Lord  Shaftsbury  devoted  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  station,  the  strong  sympathies  of  his 
heart  and  the  great  power  of  his  mind  to  honoring 
God  by  serving  his  fellow  men — an  example  to  his 
order,  a  blessing  to  his  people,  and  a  name  to  be  by 
them  ever  gratefully  remembered.” 

And,  Maria  Millis,  nursemaid,  brought  to  Shafts¬ 
bury  the  love  of  Christ  that  inspired  his  lifetime  of 
human  helpfulness.  No  matter  what  our  station  or 
talents,  nor  how  perverse  world  conditions  are,  one  . 
Christian  can  improve  society. 

We  Methodists  need  to  revive  our  zeal  for  social 
action.  Nothing  will  revive  it  like  our  becoming  vitally 
interested,  working  at  it,  and  seeing  some  results  of 
our  work.  None  of  us  will  do  that  unless  he  is  thor¬ 
oughly  committed  to  Christ  and  shares  his  dream  of 
love  creating  brotherhood — shares  it  to  the  extreme 
of  having  a  burning  conviction  that  unless  we  labor 
for  that  brotherhood  we  are  sinners  because  of  neg¬ 
lect. 

If  we  were  to  consider  specific  activities  in  the 
areas  of  peace,  social  and  economic  relations,  mis¬ 
sions,  and  temperance,  we  would  realize  that  each  of 
us  can  contribute  to  a  better  society,  and  that  each 
is  called  of  God  to  do  so.  An  individual  improves  so¬ 
ciety  only  as  he  does  specific  acts. 

Let  me  call  to  your  attention  some  trends  that 
have  dampened  our  ardor  for  social  action.  All  of  us 
are  aware  of  them,  but  sometimes  I  think  that  we  are 
not  aware  of  how  much  they,  are  pushing  us  into 
quiescence  and  acquiescence. 

One  is  the  communist  scare.  Everyone  who  holds 
the  Hebrew-Christian  belief  in  the  supreme  worth  of 
every  human  individual  and  in  one  fatherly  God,  is 
opposed  to  both  Marxian  and  Soviet  communism. 
The  Methodist  Church  is  unalterably  opposed  to  com¬ 
munism. 

Because  there  is  a  communist  menace,  people  of 
prejudicial  minds,  those  defending  special  interests  in 
theology,  in  economics  and  in  government  have  lab¬ 
eled  everything  that  challenges  their  position  in  any 
way  “communist.”  The  extremes  to  which  they  go  are 
absurd,  but  they  are  so  vociferous,  that  preachers  and 
laymen  alike  back  off  from  discussion  of  social  sub¬ 
jects  and  shy  away  from  definite  action. 

We  know  that  is  running  from  responsibility  and 
not  in  harmony  with  Christ’s  way  or  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion.  Suppose  Jesus  had  done  nothing  to  rub  special 
interest  groups  of  his  day  the  wrong  way.  He  would 
not  have  given  hope  to  the  oppressed,  salvation  to 
sinners,  or  courage  to  idealists.  We  would  have  no 
gospel.  Suppose  Wesley  had  not  attacked  slavery,  the 
liquor  business,  the  heinous  conditions  of  the  jails.  He 
and  his  followers  would  not  have  been  a  purifying 
stream  in  English  society  nor  an  impetus  to  social  im¬ 
provement  to  this  day. 

Another  damper  on  our  social  enthusiasm  is  the 
attitude  that  human  beings  are  so  brutal,  sinful  and 
animal-like  that  they  really  can  do  nothing  either 
to  improve  themselves  or  their  society.  We  shall  just 
have  to  wait  until  God  takes  a  notion  to  do  some¬ 
thing  and  then  he  will  do  it. 

This  is  an  old  battleground  of  theology.  The  end- 
of-the-world-  ideas  expressed  in  the  book  of  Revela- 
tioil,  and  other  apocalyptic  literature  express  this  theo¬ 
ry- 

We  have  had  quite  a  jolt  concerning  man’s  ability 
to  build  a  brotherly  society.  After  a  century  or  so  of 
optimism  when  we  thought  human  beings  just  natur¬ 
ally  were  evolving  into  persons  who  would  live  by 
all  the  good  ideas  that  are  so  widely  known,  we  have 
world  wars  and  the  threat  of  nuclear  annihilation. 
And,  people  plan  that  destruction,  and  care  more  for 
their  own  piggish  pleasures  than  for  aiding  others 
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NO.  6 

“YE  ALLOW  THE  DEEDS 
OF  YOUR  FATHERS” 

The  word  “allowA  is  used  five 
times  in  the  King  James  Version 
of  the  Bible.  In  each  case  it  has  the 
sense  of  praise,  .approve,  or  accept — 
the  common  meaning  of  “allow”  in 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen¬ 
turies,  derived  from  the  Latin  allau- 
dare,  to  praise.  Jesus’  accusation 
of  the  lawyers  (Luke  11:48),  “ye  al¬ 
low  the  deeds  of  your  fathers,”  does 
not  imply  that  they  had  any  power 
to  permit  or  prohibit  what  their 
fathers  did.  That  was  history,  past 
and  done.  What  he  said  was,  “you 
approve  the  deeds  of  your  fathers.” 
The  Greek  word  means  literally 
“join  in  thinking  well  of.”  The  re¬ 
vised  versions  use  the  word  “con¬ 
sent” — “you  consent  to  the  deeds 
of  your  fathers.” 

When  the  King  James  translators 
used  the  word  “allow”  in  Paul’s  vi¬ 
vid  description  of  the  predicament 
of  the  sinner  (Romans  7:15) — “that 
which  I  do  I  allow  not:  for  what  I 
would,  that  do  I  not;  but  what  I 
hate,  that  do  I” — they  used  it  in 
the  sense  of  “approve.”  Their  rend¬ 
ering  would  be  expressed  today  in 
the  words,  “I  do  not  approve  what 
I  am  doing.”  But  in  this  case  they 
mistranslated  the  Greek  verb,  which 
means  “know”  or  understand.” 
What  Paul  said  was,  “I  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  what  I  am  doing.”  The  Re¬ 
vised  Version  translates  the  verse: 
“I  do  not  understand  my  own  ac¬ 
tions.  For  I  do  not  do  what  I  want, 
but  I  do  the  very  thing  I  hate.” 

Paul’s  statement  in  I  ThessalO- 
nians  2:4  does  not  mean  merely  that 
God  permitted  him  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel, 
but  that  God  approved  him  for  this 
mission.  The  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  uses  the  word  “approve”  in 
Romans  14:22  also,  and  the  word 
“accept”  in  Acts  24:15. 


to  good  life.  We  certainly  have 
learned  that  there  is  no  esculator 
built  into  the  nature  of  things  or 
people  taking  us  inevitably  up  to 
better  living.  So,  aided  by  a  pessi¬ 
mistic  theology,  and  by  frustra¬ 
tion  caused  by  the  difficulty  of  do¬ 
ing  anything  about  it,  we  intelli¬ 
gent  Christian  Americans  are  in  a 
mood  of  “leave  it  to  God.” 

Of  course,  I  cannot  argue  theology 
or  discuss  human  psychology  in  this 
article.  I  would  remind  you,  how¬ 
ever,  of  just  one  little  historic  fact. 
Whenever  improvement  has  come  in 
human  society,  it  has  come  through 
devoted  people  who  have  had  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  better  things  and  through 
great  devotion  have  given  them¬ 
selves  to  work  for  those  better 
things  and  thus  have  dragged  the 
populace  from  the  pit  of  savagery  to 
the  horizon  of  civilization. 

Of  course  we  rely  on  God  to  act. 
Remember  that  when  he  acts  to  im¬ 
prove  human  society  he  acts 
through  us.  And  I  still  think  that 
we  make  the  choice  about  when 
God  will  act  to  make  a  better  so¬ 
ciety.  He  is  ready  anytime  we  will 
cooperate. 

Another  drawback  to  social  action 
now  is  the  enormity  and  complexity 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Methodist  Board  of  Missions  In  Annual 
Meeting  Next  Week 


World  Peace 
Board  Makes 
Recommendations  , 

By  Anne  Robinson 

New  York  (MI) — Ways  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  can  creatively  work 
for  world  peace  in  the  next  few 
years  were  sketched  as  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  World  Peace  held  its 
annual  meeting  and  conferred  with 
international  affairs  leaders  in  New 
York  City  December  12-14. 

The  twenty-two  member  Board 
chaired  by  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman, 
recommended  as  timely  stands  for 
on-the-scenes  and  general  church 
emphasis: 

1.  Use  of  surpluses  to  relieve  suf¬ 
fering. 

2.  Development  of  arms  inspec- 
t  i  o  n  and  universal  disarmament 
agreements. 

3.  Adoption  of  a  program  for 
peaceful  uses  of  atomic  energy 
through  a  specialized  agency  spec¬ 
ifically  created  for  that  purpose. 

4.  Continued  support  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  and  active  education  for 
it. 

5.  Rejection,  by  a  strong  majority 
of  the  Board,  of  universal  military 
training. 

6.  Keeping  charter  revision  pos¬ 
sibilities  always  open  to  meet  de¬ 
veloping  world  conditions. 

These  points  and  others  will  be 
embodied  in  a  memorial  to  General 
Conference  designed  to  bring  up-to- 
date  the  denomination’s  1952  state¬ 
ment  on  the  Church  and  War  and 
Peace. 

Memorials  will  also  be  submitted 
to  General  Conference  seeking  the 
establishment  of  responsible  con¬ 
tacts  for  the  Board  of  World  Peace 
at  jurisdictional,  conference,  dis¬ 
trict  and  local  church  levels. 

The  Board  opposed  the  suggested 
merger  of  all  Methodist  agencies 
dealing  with  social  problems  into 
a  single  operational  unit.  (The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  the  only  denomin¬ 
ation  with  a  separate  agency  work¬ 
ing  entirely  in  the  world  peace 
area.)  The  Board  considers  that  the 
progress  and  leadership  gained  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Board  in 
1924  would  be  lost  in  a  more  gen¬ 
eralized  board. 


Doctor  Goes  As 
Missionary  To  India 

A  Rockford,  Ill.,  doctor  has  given 
up  a  seven-year-old  medical  practice 
to  go  to  India  as  a  medical  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Klontz  and  his  wife, 
who  is  a  former  newspaper  woman 
and  teacher,  were  commissioned 
missionaries  Sunday,  December  4, 
at  the  Hyde  Park  Methodist  Church 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  commission¬ 
ing  service  was  conducted  by  Dr. 
Lynn  J.  Radcliffe,  pastor  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Scheduled  to  leave  the  United 
States  December  9,  Dr.  Klontz  will 
be  on  the  staff  of  the  interdenom¬ 
inational  Christian  Medical  College 
at  Vellore,  where  he  will  teach  and 
practice  in  the  department  of  social 
and  preventive  medicine  (public 
health).  He  also  will  be  responsible 
for  the  health  of  the  staff  and  pa¬ 
tients. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Klontz  and  their 
four  children  will  be  supported 
financially  by  the  Hyde  Park  church 
under  a  plan  whereby  individual 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United 
State  support  missionaries  on  the 
field  (the  Advance  program). 


Lodge  Asks  Audible 
Prayers  At  UN  Meeting 

New  York  (RNS) — Henry  Cabot 
Lodge,  Jr.,  chief  United  States  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  United  Nations,  has  pro¬ 
posed  that  U.  N.  General  Assem¬ 
bly  meetings  open  with  audible 
prayers. 

The  prayers,  invoking  God’s  help 
to  make  the  United  Nations  a  suc¬ 
cessful  instrument  of  peace,  would 
be  offered  by  clergymen  of  the  re¬ 
ligions  with  adherents  among  U.  N. 
member  countries.  They  would  re¬ 
place  the  moment  of  silence  dedi 
cated  to  prayer  or  meditation  that 
delegates  now  observe  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  Assembly  meetings. 

Mr.  Lodge’s  proposal  was  made 
public  a  week  after  he  had  sent 
it  in  a  letter  to  each  of  the  U.N. 
member  states. 

Mr.  Lodge  said  that  his  proposal 
was  prompted  by  the  recent  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  United  Nations  membership 
from  60  to  76  states.  He  indicated 
that  the  admission  of  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  would  require  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  some  new  policies  and 
therefore  he  considered  it  appropri¬ 
ate  to  make  his  suggestion  at  this 
time. 


NAT  L  COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT  HAS  HOLIDAY 
VISIT  TO  NE  COMMAND 

New  York,  (NC)— Rev.  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  Carson  Blake,  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  found 
that  the  message  of  the  Gospel  is 
welcomed  just  as  warmly  in  the 
Arctic  regions  where  the  armed 
forces  guard  the  northern  approach¬ 
es  to  the  United  States  against 
enemy  attack,  as  in  the  United 
States. 

This  was  his  observation  as  he 
returned  Dec.  27  from  an  air-voyage 
of  6,000  miles  that  took  him  dur¬ 
ing  eleven  days  to  every  principal 
base  of  the  Northeast  Command  in 
Newfoundland,  Labrador  and 
Greenland. 

Foregoing  Christmas  at  home  for 
the  second  successive  year  —  last 
year  he  was  in  Japan  and  Korea — 
the  Philadelphian  brought  to  thous¬ 
ands  of  men  of  the  Air  Force  and 
Army  the  Christmas  greetings  from 
the  churches  and  folks  at  home. 
Adhering  to  a  rigorous  schedule  that 
allowed  little  time  for  rest,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister  preached  one  or 
more  times  at  services  conducted 
by  the  chaplains  at  each  base,  made 
many  informal  talks  to’  groups,  ate 
with  the  men  at  mess  and  com¬ 
forted  scores  in  hospitals  and  dis¬ 
pensaries. 

Indian  Churches 
Launch  Year-Long 
Prayer  Vigil 

Bombay  (RNS)  —  Christian 
churches  throughout  India  will  pray 
unceasingly  during  1956  for  divine 
intercession  in  solving  national  and 
world  problems. 

A  24-hour  daily  prayer  vigil  was 
launched  Jan.  1  by  the  congregation 
of  Kananda  Methodist  church  at 
Belgaum  in  Bombay  state.  On  each 
succeeding  day  of  the  year  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Christian  church  in  some  part 
of  India  will  continue  the  prayers. 

The  Rev.  John  T.  Seamands  is 
directing  the  vigil  as  head  of  the 
Prayer  Life  Movement  in  India.  He 
voiced  the  hope  that  “a  new  and 
tremendous  spiritual  power  will  be 
released  through  the  prayers  —  a 
power  that  will  counteract  the  de¬ 
structive  forces  at  work  in  the  world 
today  and  bring  spiritual  healing  to 
the  social  and  moral  ills  of  mankind 
everywhere.” 


SEES  PROTESTANTISM 
NEEDING  105,000  NEW 
CHURCHES  IN  GENERATION 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— Prot¬ 
estantism  must  erect  105,000  new 
churches  between  1950  and  1975  at 
a  cost  of  nearly  $8,000,000,000  to 
keep  pace  with  the  country’s  spiri¬ 
tual  needs,  it  was  estimated  here. 

Dr.  Williard  M.  Wickizer,  Indian¬ 
apolis,  executive  secretary  for 
church  development  and  evangelism 
of  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  gave  the 
figure.  He  addressed  the  annual  as¬ 
sembly  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Four  times  the  present  number  of 
ministerial  recruits  will  be  need¬ 
ed  to  serve  the  new  churches,  Dr. 
Wickizer  said. 

And  if  these  churches  are  to  be 


Arkansas  Methodism  will  have 
four  representatives  among  the  600 
who  will  attend  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  its 
four  divisions  at  Buck  Hill  Falls, 
Pa.,  in  January. 

Those  who  will  attend  include: 
Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Little  Rock, 
a  member  of  the  Board;  the  Rev. 
C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  Magnolia,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  Missionary  Sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum,  Little 
Rock,  a  staff  member  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions;  and  the  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Way- 
land,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana  Methodist. 

The  Board  and  three  of  its  Di¬ 
visions  of  National  and  World  Mis¬ 
sions  and  the  Joint  Section  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Cultivation,  will  meet 
January  17-20.  The  fourth,  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  will  meet  January  10-16. 

Recommendations  to  the  1956  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  and  consideration  of 
a  four-year  emphasis  on  evangelism 
in  four  “strategic”  countries  will 
head  the  docket  of  the  session  this 
year.  The  evangelistic  emphasis,  if 
approved  for  Bolivia,  Korea,  the 
Belgian  Congo,  and  Sarawak  on 
northern  Borneo,  would  call  for  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  missionaries  assigned  to  the 
areas. 

The  Woman’s  Division  will  hear 
reports  from  the  Departments  of 
Work  in  Foreign  Fields,  Home 
Fields,  and  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Local  Church  Activities. 
Mrs.  Frank  G.  Brooks,  Mt  Vernon, 
Iowa,  president,  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  meetings,  which  will  be  attended 
by  national  officers  and  members 
of  all  standing  committees  of  the 
Woman’s  Division.  / 

The  Board,  as  a  whole,  will  adopt 
a  budget  for  the  1956-57  fiscal  year, 
witness  the  commissioning  of  new 
missionaries  and  deaconesses  for 
work  in  home  and  foreign  mission 
fields,  and  give  recognition  to  staff 
members  who  are  retiring. 

The  Division  of  National  Missions 
will  hear  a  progress  report  on  a 
campaign  to  raise  money  to  establish 
the  Alaska  Methodist  College  in 
Anchorage. 

Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  president,  will  preside  at  the 
Board  sessions;  Bishop  Richard  C. 
Raines,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  will  pre¬ 
side  at  sessions  of  the  World  Di¬ 
vision;  Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith, 
Houston,  Tex.,  at  National  Division 
meetings;  and  Bishop  W.  Angie 
Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  at 
sessions  of  the  Joint  Section  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Cultivation. 

In  addition  to  the  Board  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  six  jurisdictions,  and  staff 
personnel  from  the  headquarters  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  per¬ 
sons  attending  the  annual  meeting 
will  include  120  home  and  foreign 
missionaries  and  deaconesses,  con¬ 
ference  missionary  secretaries,  and 
representatives  of  the  religious  and 
secular  press. 


kept  filled,  Dr.  Wickizer  added, 
there  must  be  new  methods  of  evan¬ 
gelism,  new  media  of  Christian 
communication  and  a  new  “zeal” 
for  Christian  “witness.” 


Texas  Church  Views  On  Integration  Published 

Austin,  Tex.  (RNS) — Official  statements  by  Protestant  church  bodies 
in  Texas  on  racial  integration  in  the  public  schools  have  been  published 
in  a  pamphlet  here  by  the  Texas  Council  of  Churches.  It  is  titled  “Texas 
Churches  Speak  on  Integration.” 

Most  of  the  statements  favor  integration,  directly  or  by  implication. 

The  pamphlet  includes  the  Council’s  own  “Message  to  the  Churches 
of  Texas”  adopted  at  its  1955  annual  meeting  and  declarations  issued 
over  the  past  18  months  by  the  United  Church  Women  of  Texas  and  state 
or  national  bodies  of  various  Protestant  denominations. 

The  Council’s  message  calls  upon  Christians  to  face  “with  all  honesty 
and  integrity  rather  than  with  attempted  evasion”  the  implications  of 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court’s  May  17,  1954,  decision  outlawing  segregation 
in  public  schools. 

Other  statements  in  the  pamphlet  are  from  the  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ences  of  Central,  Northwest  and  Southwest  Texas;  the  Presbyterian  (U.  S'.) 
Synold  of  Texas;  the  Presbyterian  (U.  S.  A.)  General  Assembly;  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Synod  of  Texas;  the  Congregational  Christian 
General  Council;  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Texas;  the  Texas 
Association  of  Christian  (Disciples)  Churches;  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church’s  Connectional  Council;  the  Baptist  General  Convention 
of  Texas;  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  Baptists  are  not 
affiliated  with  the  Texas  Council  of  Churches. 
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Editorial 


STILL  THE  GREATEST 


Chas.  A.  Wells 


Six  20th  (Century  oJXly sties 


THERE  recently  came  to  our  desk  a  book  by  G.  Ernest  Thom¬ 
as,  director  of  the  Spiritual  Life  Department  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Evangelism.  The  book  is  entitled  “Six  20th 
Century  Mystics.” 

Some  question  the  possibility  of  saints  in  the  hurry  and  flurry 
of  the  20th  century.  A  reading  of  Dr.  Thomas’  book  will  bring 
a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  question  to  anyone  who  reads  with 
an  open  mind.  The  six  men  whom  Dr.  Thomas  depicts  as  having 
mystical  insights  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  God 
are:  Rufus  Jones,  Albert  Schweitzer,  Glenn  Clark,  Peter  Mar¬ 
shall,  Frank  C.  Laubach  and  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer. 

These  great  souls  are  in  no  sense  pictured  as  cloistered  saints 
living  their  lives  in  quiet  meditation  and  contemplation  apart  from 
the  crying  needs  of  the  world  of  our  day.  Instead  they  live  their 
lives  in  the  midst  of  the  dangerous,  whirling  currents  of  life  where 
people  live  and  in  the  midst  of  such  pressure  maintain  the  bal¬ 
ance  and  poise  of  saintliness  and  the  power  to  serve. 

Our  spiritual  lives  will  be  enriched  by  reading  this  book.  It 
may  be  had  by  addressing,  The  Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville  5,  Tenn.  The  cost  is  35c  per  copy. 

Our  EK opes  tyor  (Teace  In  1956 

STUDENTS  of  world  affairs  tell  us  that  a  “big  war”  is  un¬ 
likely  in  1956.  There  are  small  skirmishes  in  progress  in  some 
places  now;  we  are  told  that  other  local  conflicts  may  break 
out  during  the  year.  However,  there  seems  to  be  the  general  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  possibilities  of  an  all-out  World  War  are  slowly  re¬ 
ceding. 

While  we  are  happy  in  the  hope  that  a  World  War  is  not  like¬ 
ly  to  begin  in  1956,  the  reasons  our  prognosticators  give  for  their 
opinions  on  the  subject  are  not  so  reassuring.  Their  faith  in  peace 
in  1956  is  not  based  on  the  fact  that  there  is  developing  a  more 
friendly  relation  between  East  and  West  or  on  the  hope  for  new 
agreements  as  a  result  of  a  spirit  of  goodwill  between  opposing 
powers.  Their  prediction  is  based  on  the  fact  that  both  East  and 
West  hiow  have  at  their  command  destructive  powers  of  such 
frightening  dimensions  that  both  feel  that  war  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  is  unthinkable.  , 

In  the  minds  of  those  who  predict  peace,  the  dove  of  peace  they 
see  is  not  the  traditional  Dove  of  Peace,  with  its  gentle  nature, 
carrying  an  olive  branch  in  its  bill.  The  dove  of  peace  on  which 
they  seem  to  depend  is  the  giant,  jet  bomber,  capable  of  a  speed 
of  600  miles  per  hour  and  able  to  carry  the  hydrogen  bomb  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  world  prefers  peace  to  war  even  under 
these  circumstances.  Nevertheless,  thinking  people  across  the 
world  know  that  we  can  never  feel  that  peace  is  secure  so  long 
as  it  must  rest  on  such  an  uncertain,  precarious  foundation. 

America  is  now  spending  $35,000,000,000  annually  for  war 
potential.  Even  that  enormous  expenditure  for  defense  is  not  our 
ultimate  hope  for  world  peace.  If  real  peace  comes  to  the  world, 
it  will  not  be  because  East  and  West  have  come  to  a  stalemate  m 
the  race  to  produce  “bigger  and  better  bombs.”  Such  a  situation 
is  filled  with  deadly  danger.  Our  hope  for  real  peace  lies  m  the 
fact  that  America’s  staggering  expenditures  for  military  detense 
may  hold  communism  in  check  until,  by  other  means,  we  have 
time  to  prove  to  the  world  that  America  really  wants  peace.  It 
we  evidence  a  spirit  of  true  brotherhood  in  our  international  re¬ 
lationships  we  may  be  able  to  do  that,  despite  our  unparalleled 
military  might.  We  may  through  armaments  temporarily  prevent 
war  but  we  will  never,  through  armaments  alone,  produce  real 

peace. 


of  others  primary.  Reduced  to  fundamentals  stewardship  is  us¬ 
ing  God’s  gifts  to  honor  and  serve  Him.  That  is  done  best  by  bless¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  others. 

Some  persons  through  application  of  industry  and  astute  judg¬ 
ment  are  able  to  acquire  much  and  for  them  the  requirements  of 
good  stewardship  are  great.  So  great  in  fact,  that  very  few  can 
pass  through  the  proverbial  needle’s  eye. 

Consider,  however,  the  stewardship  of  the  late  Robert  S. 
Bynum,  of  New  Orleans,  whose  will  provided  generously  for 
Centenary  College,  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Rayne  Mem¬ 
orial  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  retired  ministers,  and  the  New  Orleans  Community  Chest, 
Boy  Scouts,  and  YMCA.  More  than  $1,150,000  was  left  to  Meth¬ 
odist  interests  alone.  Consider  the  countless  number  of  people 
whose  lives  will  be  blessed  because  of  this  man’s  sense  of  ste¬ 
wardship. 

This  is  stewardship  in  its  purest  form  practiced  well.  „ 


One  Edfour  Not  Enough 


<ZA  Qood  Seward 


STEWARDSHIP  practiced  in  its  purest  form  is  using  God’s 
gifts  of  talents  and  means' to  advance  the  Kmgdom’s  inter¬ 
ests  to  the  greatest  advantage.  This  is  a  concept  of  life ^tha 
makes  selfish  interests  secondary,  and  the  welfare  and  well-being 


MANY  Methodists  are  having  experiences  these  days  to  which, 
sad  to  say,  they  are  not  accustomed.  In  Arkansas  and  in 
Louisiana  a  prayer  vigil  is  being  kept,  with  at  least  two 
persons  at  the  altar  of  a  church  in  continuous  prayer.  Many  local 
churches  have  accepted  responsibility  for  a  24  hour  period  of  the 
vigil  with  individual  members  accepting  a  one  hour  period.  These 
members  are  finding  experiences  in  these  periods  of  one  hour 
that  they  have  never  known  before.  The  average  church  member 
today' rarely,  if  ever,  has  the  experience  of  a  whole  hour  in  Prayer 
and  meditation.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  not  many  Meth¬ 
odist  preachers  know  this  experience  very  often 

We  would  like  to  suggest  that  if  one  hour  of  prayer  is  good 
for  the  soul,  a  repitition  of  that  experience  from  time  to  time  would 
be  even  mor$  beneficial.  It  is  a  mistaken  notion  that  when  one 
has  participated  in  the  prayer  vigil  for  one  hour  that  he  has  dis¬ 
charged  his  responsibility  to  himself  or  to  the  Prayer  Life  Move¬ 
ment.  If  the  prayer  vigil  means  anything  at  all,  it  serves  to  point 
out  how  undisciplined  is  the  prayer  life  of  the  average  Methodist. 
Moreover,  the  prayer  vigil  schedules  opportunities  for  individuals 
to  consider  their  own  prayer  life,  its  adequacy  or  inadequacy. 
Serious  consideration  of  this  matter  will  lead  most  Methodists  to 
conclude  that  one  hour  of  prayer  and  meditation  each  year  is 
scarcely  enough  to  sustain  a  developing  spiritual  experience. 

We  have  talked  with  several  persons,  ministers  and  lay,  who 
have  participated  in  the  prayer  vigil,  and  without  exception  each 
one  felt  that  “something  happened”  to  them  during  that  hour  which 
strengthened  his  or  her  own  life.  The  prayer  vigil  should  be 
the  beginning  of  many  such  experiences  for  every  Methodist. 
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DENHAM  SPRINGS 
OBSERVES  STUDENT 
RECOGNITION  DAY 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Denham  Springs  observed  Student 
Recognition  Day  on  Sunday,  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  in  honor  of  its  thirteen  col¬ 
lege  students  who  were  home  for 
the  Christmas  holidays.  Bobby  Hill 
presided  and  directed  the  service. 
The  New  Testament  lesson  was  read 
by  Barbara  Dell  Wilkinson.  James 
DeLaune  gave  a  statement  and  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  National  Methodist 
Scholarship  and  Student  Loan  Fund, 
after  which  the  special  offering  was 
received  in  behalf  of  this  cause. 

Serving  as  offering  bearers  were 
Gwendolyn  Harris,  June  Graham, 
and  Kay  Easterly.  Jule  Ann  Young, 
accompanied  by  Alice  Wilkinson, 
sang  “The  Lord’s  Prayer”.  The  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  morning  was  given  by 
the  Reverend  Carl  Mitchell  who  at 
one  time  lived  in  Denham  Springs 
and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 


life  of  tha  church.  Brother  Mitchell 
is  a  graduate  of  Centenary  College, 
and  is  attending  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Bill  Sperry  pronounced 
the  Benediction.  The  evening  serv¬ 
ice  continued  the  emphasis  of  the 
day  with  the  showing  of  a  16mm 
sound  film  “Wondering  World” 
which  was  produced  on  the  campus 
of  S.  M.  U.  and  presents  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Christian  Education  in 
the  modern  world  of  today. 

Among  the  members  of  the  church 
who  are  attending  College  are: 

Louisiana  State  University:  Bobby 
Hill,  James  Justice,  Cherry  Rogers, 
Betty  Burnett,  June  Graham,  Bill 
Sperry,  Robert  Murray. 

Southeastern  College:  Clyde  John¬ 
ston,  Jr.,  James  DeLaune,  Barbara 
Wilkinson,  Kay  Easterly,  Gwen 
Harris. 

George  Peabody  College:  Miss 
Connie  Peake. 


LOUISIANA  METHODISM 
BENEFITS  FROM  BYNUM 
ESTATE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Board  of  Trustees  will  receive  25% 
each  in  the  division  of  the  residue 
of  the  estate,  the  residue  being  val¬ 
ued  at  approximately  $700,000.  The 
other  two  25%  shares  in  the  residue 
will  be  divided  between  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  New 
Orleans  branch,  and  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America,  in  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  president,  announced  after  be¬ 
ing  informed  of  the  terms  of  the 
will,  that  the  Bynum  bequest  is  the 
third  largest  single  gift  ever  pre¬ 
sented  to  Centenary  College.-  “Mr. 
Bynum’s  bequest  to  Centenary  and 
other  worthy  causes  reflects  his 
deep  interest  in  the  finer  things  of 
life,”  Dr.  Mickle  continued.  “This 
gift  is  received  by  the  college  with 
much  gratitude. 


MINISTERS’  CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

The  annual  Christmas  party  for 
the  ministers  and  their  families  was 
held  Friday  night,  December  16,  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Pine- 
ville,  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Porter  M. 
Caraway  as  hosts.  The  district  Par- 
sonettes,  who  sponsored  the  party, 
honored  the  newlywed  ministers 
and  their  wives  of  the  district:  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Clyde  T.  Shaw,  Wesley 
Church,  Alexandria;  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Odel  Simmons,  Ball;  and  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Dell  Durand,  Clear  Creek.  Rev. 
Jolly  B.  Harper,  pastor  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  church,  Ruston,  was 
a  special  guest.  He  preceded 
Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend  as  district 
superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
District.  Fifty-eight  ministers, 
and  children  were  present. 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  program.  Carol  sing¬ 
ing  was  led  by  Rev.  Otis  Spinks.  A 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Receipts  On  The  Retired  Ministers  Homes 


PROJECT  FROM  JUNE  1,  1955  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1955 


CO — Communion  Offering. 


IS — Interest  Shares 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Alexandria  First  Church  . 

. CO 

$150.00 

$ 

Frank  A.  Brewer  . 

. IS 

50.00 

200.00 

Alexandria  Trinity  Church  . 

. IS 

10.00 

O.  B.  Lafferty  . 

. IS 

10.00 

20.00 

Ball  Church  . 

. . CO 

10.00 

10.00 

Bentley  Church  . 

. co 

10.00 

10.00 

Boyce  Church  . 

. CO 

12.15 

Mrs.  Janice  and  Inez  Sewell  . 

. IS 

3.00 

Mr.  J.  E.  Ray  Jr . 

. IS 

5.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dean  . 

. IS 

10.00 

30.15 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial  ... 

. CO 

28.25 

W.  Belmont  Townsend  . 

. IS 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Holloway  . 

. IS 

10.00 

Mattie  Eiland  S.  S.  Class  . 

. IS 

10.00 

98.25 

Cheneyville  Church  . 

. CO 

10.50 

10.50 

Elizabeth  Church  . 

. CO 

50.00 

50.00 

Hopewell  Church  . 

. CO 

50.00 

50.00 

Forest  Hill  Church  . 

. CO 

18.00 

18.00 

Nolley  Memorial  Meth.  Church... 

. CO 

39.50 

Dr.  E.  L.  Miller  . 

. IS 

10.00 

C.  A.  McCartney  . 

. IS 

25.00 

T.  A.  Bradford  . 

. IS 

10.00 

Wesley  Bible  Class  . 

. IS 

10.00 

Georgia  Butler  Bible  Class . 

. IS 

10.00 

104.50 

Montgomery  Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Nelms  . 

. IS 

10.00 

10.00 

Marksville  Methodist  Church  . 

. CO 

6.50 

6.50 

Oakdale  Methodist  Church  . 

. CO 

11.93 

11.93 

Springhill  Methodist  Church  . 

. CO 

10.00 

10.00 

TOTAL  . $639.83 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


Blackwater  Church  . CO 

Bogalusa  Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  J.  Applewhite  . 


$  27.40  $  27.40 


New  River  S.  S. 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


...IS 

10.00 

10.00 

CO 

6.00 

6.00 

.  CO 

10.00 

...  IS 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

...  IS 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

60.00 

CO 

12.40 

IS 

10.00 

22.40 

CO 

5.00 

IS 

10.00 

15.00 

CO 

50.00 

IS 

10.00 

60.00 

CO 

20.86 

20.86 

CO 

7.85 

7.85 

CO 

15.26 

15.26 

..$244.77 

DeQuincey 
DeRidder  Chun 
Iowa  Church 
Gueydaff— Mrs. 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


.  IS 

$  10.00 

$  10.00 

CO 

5.91 

5.91 

CO 

2.50 

.  IS 

10.00 

12.50 

CO 

38.00 

38.00 

CO 

60.24 

IS 

20.00 

.  IS 

20.00 

100.24 

CO 

39.90 

39.90 

CO 

80.48 

...IS 

10.00 

IS 

3.00 

93.48 

CO 

42.00 

42.00 

CO 

60.00 

IS 

10.00 

70.00 

CO 

15.00 

15.00 

CO 

31.50 

31.50 

CO 

18.00 

18.00 

.  $476.53 

TOTAL 


...IS 

20.00 

...IS 

10.00 

30.00 

CO 

21.65 

21.65 

CO 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

20.00 

..$291.45 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Bastrop 

Memorial  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
McCormick  . 


Monroe  First  Methodist 


First  Methodist — West  Monroe 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Ollphant  . 

Algiers  Meth. — Donald  E.  Cayard 
Aldersgate  Meth. — Rev.  W.  B. 


Mr. 


Mem.  to  Mrs.  A.  R.  Harper  . 

Lake  Vista — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  P. 


St.  Luke’s  Church, 


Mrs.  J.  A.  Bousqu< 
Betty  M.  Levy  You 
F.  M.  Pearce  Sr. 
J.  W.  Reily  . 


Napoleon  Avenue  Church 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Hooks 
Charles  B.  Donellan  . 


$  10.00 

$  10.00 

CO 

21.95 

...  IS 

10.00 

31.95 

CO 

35.00 

35.00 

CO 

30.00 

...  IS 

5.00 

35.00 

CO 

10.80 

...IS 

10.00 

„20.80 

...IS 

4.00 

4.00 

...IS 

10.00 

10.00 

sCO 

18.48 

18.48 

CO 

13.55 

13.55 

TS 

10.00 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

10.00 

.  $198.78 

RICT 

CO 

$  10.00 

$ 

...IS 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

30.00 

...IS 

20.00 

20.00 

...IS 

10.00 

10.00 

CO 

40.00 

...IS 

40.00 

IS 

10.00 

...IS 

25.00 

115.00 

...IS 

10.00 

IS 

20.00 

30.00 

CO 

25.00 

25.00 

CO 

32.25 

32.25 

CO 

21.00 

21.00 

CO 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

;  IS 

10.00 

TS 

10.00 

IS 

500.00 

550.00 

CO 

45.73 

45.73 

IS 

20.00 

...IS 

10.00 

30.00 

TOTAL 


$908.98 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Cross  Roads 

The  Mann  Family  &  Miss  A. 

Bickham  . 

Arcadia — No  name  . IS 

Choudrant  Methodist 

Mr.  L.  E.  Thompson  . IS 

Beulah  Sunday  School  . is 

Clay  Methodist  Church  . CO 

Castor  Methodist — Mrs.  C.  H.  Sledge 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Lacy  . is 

Cotton  Valley  Church  . CO 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  M.  Josten  . IS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  A.  Vaughn  ...IS 

Downsville  Methodist  Church  . CO 

Bethel — Mrs.  Laurice  Foster  . IS 

Mrs.  Lena  Jones  . is 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Holnan  ...  IS 

Mt.  Nebo  Methodist  . CO 

Cleo  Taylor  . is 

Mrs.  Una  V.  Wells  . IS 


J.  C. 


Lake  Charles  Church 
Mrs.  H.  L.  McCai 
Mrs.  Olive  E.  Bol 
Leesville  Church 


CO 

$  62.50 

$  62.50 

H.  W.  Killey  . . .' . '. 

CO 

32.05 

32.05 

Minden  Church  1st  . 

. C 

CO 

21.75 

21.75 

C.  O.  Holland  . 

30.00 

30.00 

Ringold  Church — A.  E.  Woodard  . 

CO 

54.00 

54.00 

Salem  Church  (Arcadia) 

TS 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Moon  . 

Jeff  Moon  . 

...IS 

10.00 

20.00 

TOTAL  . 

$  5.00 
10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

32.00 

10.00 

13.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

125.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

32.00 

10.00 


33.00 

10.00 


30.00 


50.00 

135.00 

10.00 


10.00 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


J.  A.  Dunnam  Jr. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Bailey 


Greenwood  Church- — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Campbell  . 


Mrs.  O.  E.  Price 


Mooringsport — Mrs.  Percy  A. 


J.  J.  Hamiter 


Mrs.  J.  L.  Rogers 
TOTAL  . 


TOTALS  TO  DECEMBER 


District 


No. 

No.  Report- 
Chs.  ing 


TS 

10.00 

* 

....  IS 

10.00 

70.00 

CO 

6.00 

6.00 

..CO 

75.00 

. IS 

20.00 

TS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

TS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

. IS 

10.00 

. IS 

100.00 

355.00 

100.00 

100.00 

CO 

20.00 

...IS 

10.00 

30.00 

CO 

71.80 

TS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 

161.80 

CO 

30.10 

30.10 

1..1S 

10.00 

10.00 

...IS 

5.00 

5.00 

CO 

26.80 

26.80 

CO 

5.00 

10.00 

15.00 

CO 

73.33 

40.00 

10.00 

123.33 

CO 

$248.00 

$ 

50.00 

IS 

10.00 

100.00 

25.00 

25.00 

...IS 

10.00 

468.00 

...CO 

98.67 

..IS 

10.00 

108.67 

CO 

30.00 

30.00 

CO 

15.70 

10.00 

5.00 

30.70 

CO 

12.00 

10.00 

22.00 

12.00 

...IS 

20.00 

..IS 

10.00 

42.00 

CO 

100.00 

25.00 

125.00 

31, 

1955 

1  vrf.1V 

Amt. 


LAST  YEAR 
No.  C. 

Rep.  Amt. 


Alexandria  . 65 

Baton  Rouge  . 74 

Lafayette  . 42 

Lake  Charles  . 35 

Monroe  . 68 

New  Orleans  . 44 

Ruston  . 80 

Shreveport  . 56 


Through  Dec.  1955 
Contributed  through  Dec.  1954 


15 

$  639.83... 

....  18 

10 

244.77.... 

....  25 

13 

476.53  ... 

....  14 

9 

291.45  ... 

....  13 

12 

198.78  ... 

...  20 

11 

908.98  ... 

....  21 

13 

355.00  ... 

....  10 

19 

1,769.40 . 

...  32 

'102 

$4,884.74 

153 

$  777.67 
849.96 

676.45 
603.71 
743.87 

1,354.46 

627.45 
2,427.75 

$8,061.32 

$5,881.79 


_•  ?•  GRAMBLING,  Chairmai 
Retired  Ministers  Homes,  Inc 
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NEWS 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION! 


Christian  Bucation 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 
By  Ira  A.  Brumley 


January — Preparation  Month 

January  should  be  a  time  for  each 
group  of  officers  and  teachers  to 
prepare  for  evangelism  in  the 
church  school.  Each  school  could 
well  devote  one  or  more  evenings 
for  planning  church  school  evan¬ 
gelism. 

The  months  of  January,  February, 
and  March  have  been  designated  as 
a  time  for  special  emphasis  on  evan¬ 
gelism  in  the  church  school. 

There  has  gone  to  each  pastor  and 
to  each  superintendent  a  packet  of 
materials  containing  the  following 
guidance  materials: 

184-B,  Evangelistic  Teaching 
Children 

881-B,  The  Teacher’s  Responsibil¬ 
ity  List  for  Evangelism 

2367-B,  Evangelistic  Teaching  — 
Youth 

4450-B,  Evangelistic  Teaching  — 

8306-B,  Evangelism  in  the  "Church 


OCI1UU1  , 

8321-B,  Evangelism,  Through  The 
Church  School 

The  way  in  which  the  church 
schools  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  use  this  period  of  evangelism 
for  increasing  church  school  mem¬ 
bership  and  attendance;  for  seem¬ 
ing  commitments  for  Christ  and 
membership  in  the  church;  and  for 
helping  those  already  members  of 
the  church  to  grow  in  Christian 
living,  will  have  much  to  do  with 
the  success  or  failure  of  our  year 
of  evangelism  in  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference.  More  important 
than  meeting  our  goal  for  the  year 
will  be  the  bringing  of  many  new 
people  to  a  profession  of  faith  and 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 
Every  officers  and  teacher  should 
consider  himself  or  herself  as  an 
evangelist.  What  a  year  of  evangel¬ 
ism  we  would  have  if  every  officer 
and  teacher  would  take  seriously 
the  job  of  being  an  evangelist! 


Membership  Training  Classes 

It  is  not  too  early  for  churches 
to  begin  making  plans  for  church 
school  membership  classes.  Each 
church  should  have  training  classes 
for  church  membership,  which 
would  include  persons  of  junior  age 
and  above  planning  to  unite  with 
the  church  during  the  Easter  sea¬ 
son.  Many  of  our  pastors  carry  on 
annually  an  excellent  membership 
training  class.  Is  your  church  mak¬ 
ing  such  plans? 

Rev.  Arvill  C.  Brannon  of  Tru- 
mann  is  the  first  person  to  be  cert¬ 
ified  on  the  Meaning  of  Methodism, 
following  the  coaching  conference 
held  at  Walnut  Ridge,  December  13. 
Many  others  will  be  completing  their 
work  for  certification  at  an  early 
date. 


The  following  additional  persons 
has  been  certified  for  the  course  on 
The  Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  World:  Mrs.  D.  G.  Hindman 
of  Melbourne;  Mrs.  Walter  Jimmer- 
son,  S'r.  of  Augusta;  Jamas  E.  Major 
of  Heber  Springs;  and  Raymond  A. 
Dorman  of  Wilson.  This  makes  a 


total  of  36  persons  who  have  been 
certified  for  this  course  this  con¬ 
ference  year. 


All  Time  High 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
has  had  the  largest  number  of  certi¬ 
fications  for  training  courses  this 
conference  year  in  the  history  of 
the  conference,  this  within  seven 
months.  Many  other  certifications 
will  clear  during  the  next  five 
months.  We  now  have  175  persons 
certified  for  one  or  more  training 
courses.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  training  work  of  our  con¬ 
ference  is  ahead  thus  far  of  all 
former  years  at  this  date. 


Training  Schools 

January  is  to  be  a  big  training 
month  in  our  conference.  Some 
twenty  training  schools  are  already 
scheduled  to  be  held  during  the 
month.  We  are  listing  those  that 
are  to  come  early  in  the  month. 
Others  will  be  held  at  later  dates. 

Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin  taught  the 
course  on  The  Work  of  the  Local 
Church  at  Simmon’s  Chapel,  Jan¬ 
uary  1-3. 

Marrianna  had  a  one  unit  train¬ 
ing  school  on  The  Meaning  of  Meth¬ 
odism  taught  by  Ira  A.  Brumley, 
January  1-3. 

There  was  an  area  training  school 
at  Gentry  on  the  following  even¬ 
ings:  January  3,  10,  and  17,  with 
three  courses  offered;  as  follows: 

Beginnings  of  the  Church  Church, 
Rev.  William  M.  Wilder. 

Making  Homes  Christian,  Rev. 
John  Bayliss. 

How  to  Teach  in  the  Church 
School,  Mrs.  Roy  I.  Bagley. 

Truman  began  the  course  on  The 
Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolutionary 
World  on  January  1,  having  class 
sessions  each  week,  taught  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Arvill  C.  Brannon. 

Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter  began  the 
course  on  The  Christian  Mission  in 
a  Revolutionary  World,  Nettleton, 
January  8. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Reaves  and  Rev.  James 
E.  Major  began  the  course  on  The 
Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolution¬ 
ary  World,  Heber  Springs,  January 
4. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Wililams  began  a  one- 
unit  Sunday  evening  school  for  his 
young  people  on  Frindship  and  Mar¬ 
riage,  Gardner  Memorial  Church, 
January  1. 

Rev.  E.  J.  Holifield  taught  the 
course  on  The  Work  of  the  Local 
Church,  Shady  Grove,  January  8-10. 

Rev.  Pryor  R.  Cruce  began  the 
course  on  The  Christian  Mission  in 
a  Revolutionary  World,  Umsted 
Memorial  Church,  January  8. 

Rev.  Gerald  D.  Hammett  began 
the  course  on  The  Christian  Mission 
in  a  Revolutionary  World,  Newark, 

January  9.  ,  . 

A  four-unit  area  training  school 
was  held  in  Blytheville,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  January  8-12,  with  the 
following  courses  being  offered: 

Ways  of  Teaching,  Mrs.  Elmus  C. 
Brown. 

Recreational  Leader  ship,  Rev. 
Raymond  A.  Dorman. 

Teachings  of  Jesus,  Rev.  Floyd  D. 
Brower. 

Christian  Education  m  the  Churcn, 


Changes  In  Church  School  Calendar 
Recommended 

Two  changes  in  the  calendar  of  board’s  annual  meeting  January  17- 
Methodist  church  schools  were  20  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  If  adopted* 
recommended  by  the  curriculum  it.  would  take  two  or  three  years, 
committee  at  its  annual  meeting,  to  implement  the  changes  because: 
December  12-15,  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  a  great  deal  of  Methodist  literature 
It  was  proposed  that  September  is  planned  that  far  ahead. 

1  be  set  as  the  official  beginning  of  The  committee  also  approved  ai 


the  church-school  year  instead  of 
October  1,  and  that  the  quarterly 
system  of  dating  Bible  lessons  and 
other  study  courses  be  changed  to 
comprise  September,  October  and 
November  as  the  first  quarter. 

Advantages  include:  (a)  Septem¬ 
ber  coincides  with  the  opening  of 
public  schools,  (b)  Easter  would  al¬ 
ways  be  in  the  same  quarter,  and 
(c)  the  summer  quarter  of  June- 
August  would  match  vacation  time. 

The  quarterly  system  now  starts 
with  October. 

The  recommendations  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee’s  parent 
body,  the  Methodist  Board  of  Edu- 
cation,  for  consideration  at  the 


UNIT  ON  SAFE  DRIVING 
APPROVED 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Is  there  a 
“Christian  way”  to  drive  a  car? 

The  Methodist  Church’s  curricu¬ 
lum  committee  believes  there  is,  and 
has  approved  a  special  unit  of  Sun¬ 
day  schurch-school  lessons  on  safe 
driving  for  youth  classes. 

The  116-member  committee,  head¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  held  its  annual  meeting 
here  December  12-15,  to  plan  Bible 
lessons  and  other  Christian  educa¬ 
tional  studies  for  all  age  groups  in 
the  denomination’s  37,798  church 
schools. 

Expressing  concern  about  the 
mounting  toll  of  deaths  and  injuries 
due  to  automobile  accidents,  the 
committee  approved  an  outline  of 
lessons  entitled,  “Safety — the  Chris¬ 
tian’s  Responsibility.” 

The  purpose  of  the  special  unit, 
the  committee  said,  “is  to  present 
the  safety  viewpoint  as  it  relates 
to  the  Christian  ideal  and  to  point 
older  youth  toward  intelligent  cit¬ 
izenship  and  driving  stewardship.’ 

The  lessons  also  will  be  aimed 
at  “helping  young  persons  come  to 
grips  with  whether  or  not  there  is 
a  Christian  way  to  drive  a  car,  and 
to  determine  if  they  have  dual  per¬ 
sonalities — one  in  church  and  an¬ 
other  behind  the  wheel.” 

The  committee  emphasized  that 
older  youth  are  in  the  age  group  that 
produces  the  highest  incidence  of 
automobile  accidents  and  death. 

“Slaughter  on  the  streets  and 
highways  of  our  nation  last  year 
was  36,300,  and  an  additional  1,250,- 


Ira  A.  Brumley. 

Watch  for  additional  announce¬ 
ments  which  will  be  made  at  an 
early  date. 

A  meeting  of  adult  workers  was 
held  at  Searcy,  beginning  at  10:00 
A.  M.,  January  6.  It  was  under  the 
leadership  of  Jim  Wiseman,  Director 
of  Adult  Work. 


special  series  of  undated  study  book¬ 
lets  for  adults.  Comprising  two> 
books  a  year,  the  series  will  include 
courses  in  the  Bible,  History  of  the 
Christian  Church,  Methodism,  the 
Christian  Family  and  similar  sub¬ 
jects. 


000  injured,  with  a  total  loss  in  dol¬ 
lars  of  approximately  $4,35O,OOO,O0Oi 
in  property  damage,  wages,  medical 
expenses  and  insurance  overhead,’” 
the  report  stated. 

The  first  courses  are  expected  to< 
be  ready  in  about  a  year.  The  com¬ 
mittee  believes  that  many  Metho¬ 
dists  will  add  the  booklets  to  their 
home  libraries. 

The  group  spent  a  full  day  dis¬ 
cussing  alcohol  education,  and  hear¬ 
ing  reports  on  what  other  denomin¬ 
ations  are  doing  in  this  field.  Guest; 
speakers  were  Prof.  Albion  Roy 
King  of  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non,  la.,  and  the  Rev.  Lance  Webb,, 
pastor  of  the  North  Broadway  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Circulation  of  Methodist  literature 
continued  to  register  annual  gains,, 
it  was  reported  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
M.  Bullock  of  Nashville,  editor  of 
church  school  publications.  The 
average  is  more  than  6,000,000  cop¬ 
ies  per  quarter,  he  said. 

Reports  also  were  given  by  the 
church’s  publishing  agents,  Lovick 
Pierce,  Nashville,  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Edgar  Washabaugh,  New  York,  and 
the  book  editor,  the  Rev.  Nolan  B. 
Harmon,  New  York. 

Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  is  chairman  of  the  116- 
member  committee,  and  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  is  vice 
chairman,  The  secretary  is  the  Rev. 
Walter  N.  Vernon,  Jr.,  editor  of  gen¬ 
eral  church  school  publications. 

The  committee’s  1956  meeting  was 
set  for  December  3-6  in  Nashville. 


CHILDREN’S  DAY 

According  to  the  action  of  General 
Conference,  Methodist  churches  are 
asked  to  observe  each  year  a  spec¬ 
ial  day  for  “emphasizing  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  church  for  our  chil¬ 
dren.”  The  date  suggested  is  the 
first  Sunday  of  National  Family 
Week.  National  Family  Week  is 
May  6-13,  1956,  and  Children’s  Day 
is  May  6. 

A  program  to  assist  local  church¬ 
es  in  planning  for  this  important  ob¬ 
servance  has  been  prepared,  which 
relates  the  church  to  the  home  in 
the  Christian  education  of  children. 
Copies  of  the  program,  This  Is  Our 
Church,  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee.  Price:  15  cents  each,  two 
copies  for  25  cents,  twelve  copies 
for  $1.00,  cash  with  order. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Soclcman 


THE  LIGHT  THAT  LINGERS 

In  the  early  summer  of  1942  we  were  dining  one  evening  at  the  home 
of  a  friend  when  the  blackout  siren  was  sounded.  Immediately  all  lights 
in  the  outside  rooms  were  extinguished.  As  it  was  a  balmy  night  we 
gathered  at  the  open  windows  to  watch  the  effect  of  the  blackout  in  a  city 

of  myriad  lights.  .  ,.  .  .. 

The  transformation  was  impressive.  From  the  tentn 
floor  window,  the  street  seemed  a  wall  of  darkness  with 
eerie  sounds  rising  from  unseen  persons.  Then  an  air 
warden  blew  his  whistle  and  called  out  that  an  apart- 
ment  on  the  sixth  floor  was  showing  a  light  through  the 
open  door  of  an  inner  room.  Then  another  whistle  and 
another  warning.  And  so  on.  It  is  a  difficult  task  to 
attain  a  complete  blackout  in  a  city  of  multitudinous 
lights.  4 

That  experience  recurs  to  my  mind  as  I  read  the 
Prologue  of  the  Gospel 'of  John:  “In  him  was  life;  and 

_ the  life  was  the  light  of  men.  And  the  light  shines  in 

the  darkness  and  the  darkness  has  not  overcome  it.*’ 

Many  blackouts  of  the  Christ-light  have  been  tried.  According  to  the 
Christmas  story,  Herod  tried  to  put  out  the  light  which  came  with  Christ. 
When  he  Was  foiled  in  his  attempt  by  the  Wise  Men,  he  is  recorded  as 
having  executed  all  the  male  children  in  Bethlehem  and  its  neighborhood. 
But  “the  light  shone  in  the  darkness  and  the  darkness  did  not  overcome  it.’’ 

Now  let  us  ask  why  does  this  Christ-light  refuse  to  be  put  out?  One 
reason,  may  I  suggest,  is  that  it  is  fed  by  the  deepest  and  most  genuine 
elements  of  our  human  nature.  When  we  wish  to  test  the  genuineness  of 


a  person,  just  turn  little  children  loose  in  his  presence.  Their  unspoiled 
natures  respond  to  what  is  real  in  a  person.  They  hung  around  Jesus  so 
that  He  said  to  their  elders,  “Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me 
and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  They  took  to 

Jesus  because  He  was  real.  ...  •, 

Little  children  take  to  the  Christmas  story  likewise  because  it  is  made 
up  of  the  most  real  things  in  life— the  innocence  of  childhood,  the  brooding 
love  of  a  mother,  the  generosity  of  the  humble.  Those  are  real.  Christmas 
is  the  bright  day  of  childhood  because  on  that  day  the  best  in  life  becomes 

And  yet,  isn’t  it  true  that  most  of  us  look  on  the  Christmas  season  as 
a  lovely  dream  set  amid  the  stern  realities  of  the  rest  of  the  year?  We  say. 
“Now  that  the  holidays  are  over,  let’s  get  down  to  brass  tacks  again  and 

return  to  the  real  business  of  living.”  . 

About  40  years  ago  a  popular  magazine  had  an  editorial  entitled. 
“The  Lord  of  Christmas  Week.”  It  ran  something  like  this:  “Each  year  for 
a  handful  of  days,  so  brief,  so  swift  to  go,  the  Lord  Christ  assumes  leader¬ 
ship.  Each  year  we  give  Him  Christmas  week,  permitting  His  will  to  pre¬ 
vail,  His  brooding  spirit  to  rest  upon  the  nations.  Toward  that  gentle 
interlude,  the  days  of  the  truce  of  God,  men  longingly  look  through  the 
trail  of  the  weary  months,  and  when  the  brief  term  is  ended,  yearningly  our 
thoughts  turn  back  to  that  time  when  we  were  good  together.” 

Well  the  holidays  are  behind  us.  We  have  taken  down  the  Christmas 
trees.  But  let’s  not  put  out  the  Christmas  light.  We  cannot  completely 
black  it  out  anyway.  We  can  close  the  windows  of  our  hearts  against  the 
cold  of  competition.  We  can  shutter  our  minds  with  suspicion.  But  the 
light  of  love  and  kindness  and  good  cheer  which  shone  at  Christmas  will 
still  shine  somewhere  deep  in  our  natures. 

Why  keep  the  Christ-light  “hid  under  a  bushel?”  During  the  months 
to  come  “let  your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  elorifv  voUr  father  which  is  in  heaven.” 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


WHAT  JESUS  AND  I  DID 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  small  boy 
who  loved  the  outdoors  more  than  most  boys 
did.  His  mother  was  an  understanding  woman 
but  even  she  thought  he  stayed  out  too  late  when 
he  took  his  fishing  pole  and  bait,  and  set  out  for 
the  beautiful  little  inland  sea  that  he  loved  so 
well.  He  seemed  to  be  able  to  catch  fish  when 
no  one  else  could.  Of  course,  they  were  often 
small,  but  they  were  still  good  eating,  and  the 
other  boys  were  a  bit  envious  of  his  fishing  abil¬ 
ity.  In  fact,  he  usually  took  bread  along  and  ate 
his  fish  at  the  lake  shore  after  building  a  small 
fire  on  the  rocks,  the  baking  them  in  the  hot 
coals. 

On  this  special  day  he  had  good  luck.  He 
caught  enough  to  make  his  dinner,  and  to  spare. 
His  mother  had  sent  him  away  with  several 
small  buns  which  he  ate  with  his  fish  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  But  he  still  had  five  buns 
and  two  fish  left  over.  He  started  first  to  throw 
them  to  the  hungry  dogs  that  followed  fisher¬ 
men.  But  somehow  he  changed  his  mind  and 
decided  to  take  them  home. 

There  was  a  large  crowd  on  the  other  side 
of  the  hill  .  .  .  far  larger  than  he  had  ever  seen. 
He  wondered  why  they  were  there.  They  seemed 
hungry  and  he  wondered  how  they  would  be 
fed  before  night.  His  boyish  curiosity  prompted 
him  to  wander  amongst  the  crowd,  talking  with 
other  boys  and  telling  of  how  he  caught  the 
fish.  He  did  not  seem  to  realize  that  a  lot  of  the 
boys  and  girls  were  looking  longingly  at  his 
left-over  food.  He  felt  a  strong  urge,  however, 
to  go  closer  to  a  certain  kind-looking  man  who 
seemed  to  be  preaching  to  some  people  and  heal¬ 
ing  others  ...  He  found  himself  walking  slowly 
toward  the  stranger  .  .  . 

His  mother  just  couldn’t  understand  his  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  afternoon’s  experience.  He  kept 
repeating  the  same  story.  “It  seemed  very  simple, 
mother.  Jesus  and  I  did  it.  I  furnished  what  I 
had,  and  He  took  it  and  blessed  it.  Then  there 
was  enough  for  the  whole  crowd.  All  I  know 
is  that  Jesus  and  I  did  it.” 

Many  students  and  ordinary  readers  of  the 
Bible  have  tried  to  explain  this  miracle.  They 
seem  to  have  missed  the  whole  point  of  what  the 
lad  said.  Maybe  they  lack  the  faith  of  a  child 
who  knows  no  better  than  to  have  complete 
faith  in  God’s  power;  enough  faith  to  be  able 
to  say,  “what  Jesus  and  I  did,” 
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THE  CALL  IS  FOR  LAY 
CHRISTIAN  WITNESS 

A  note— recurring  in  many  forms — that  has 
marked  practically  all  recent  conferences  of 
missionaries,  both  denominational  and  inter¬ 
church,  has  been:  “The  missionaries  are  too  few 
for  the  job  of  Christianizing  the  world:  they  need 
the  help  everywhere  of  the  laymen  of  the 
churches.”  And  there  comes,  too,  the  word  that 
“It  is  only  as  laymen,  in  their  everyday  living 
of  the  faith  they  profess,  witness  to  the  values  of 
Christianity  that  men  will  turn  to  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  way  of  life.” 

“Enlisting  the  support  of  the  increasing 
thousands  of  young  American  Christians  who  are 
going  overseas  as  businessmen,  industrial  tech¬ 
nicians,  and  in  the  service  of  government,  opens 
up  a  whole  new  dimension  for  the  struggling 
missionary  movement,”  is  the  way  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Ranson,  executive  of  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council,  expresses  it.  “Many  of  this 
multitude  are  devoted  churchmen.  If  we  are  to 
take  seriously  our  belief  that  every  Christian  is 
a  missionary,  then  we  ought  to  mobilize  this  vast 
untapped  resource  .  .  .  These  college  graduates, 
recruits  for  American  ‘secular’  enterprise  over¬ 
seas,  operate  on  the  frontier  where  the  church 
really  meets  the  world — and  in  areas  of  life 
where  the  pastor  or  missionary  is  seldom  listened 
to.” 

Dr.  Ranson  notes  also  that  missionary  so¬ 
cieties  in  Great  Britain  have  organized  a  project 
called  “The  British  Overseas  Service”  which  has 
already  trained  some  500  young  overseas  work¬ 
ers  “to  relate  their  business  calling  to  their 
Christian  vocation.”  It  is  understood  that  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (U.S.A.)  plans  to 
do  something  of  this  same  kind  in  the  near 
future.  With  the  outlook  that  increasing  thou¬ 
sands  of  young  college  graduates  and  young 
churchmen  will  be  going  overseas  in  the  next 
decade  or  more,  this  proposed  “extension  of  the 
Christian  witness”  may  well  become  a  major 
factor  in  the  telling  and  living  of  the  gospel 
message. 

Dr.  Eugene  A.  Nida,  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  makes  a  similar  plea  that  every  layman 
be  a  living  witness  to  his  faith,  whether  in 
America  or  overseas.  “The  gospel  is  an  all-or- 
nothing  way  of  life,”  he  insists.  “It  is  not  only 
the  message  but  the  messenger  that  counts  .  .  . 
Too  many  people  give  the  Word  of  God  only 
intellectual  assent,  or  entertain  it  as  a  working 


hypothesis.  But  God  has  not  exempted  anyone 

who  claims  to  be  a  Christian  from  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  witness,  to  pass  on  the  Good  News  to  oth¬ 
ers,  This  witnessing  must  be  done  just  as  much 
by  a  man  called  by  God  to  run  a  garage  in 
Jonesviile,  Arkansas,  as  by  one  called  to  be  a 
missionary  to  the  Congo.  By  word  and  by  life 
itself  are  the  only  ways  the  gospel  can  be  com¬ 
municated.” 

One  of  India’s  leading  religious  educators, 
Principal  C.  E.  Abraham,  of  Serampore  Theol¬ 
ogical  College,  believes  that  the  educational  and 
evangelistic  task  of  the  Christian  forces  in  his 
homeland  must  eventually  be  performed  by  lay¬ 
men.  He  points  out  the  enormity  of  the  under¬ 
taking:  only  9,000,000  of  India’s  nearly  400,000,- 
000  people  are  enrolled  as  Christians. 

“With  the  many  millions  to  be  reached  scat¬ 
tered  across  the  land  in  600,000  villages,”  says 
Dr.  Abraham,  “it  is  quite  evident  that  the  evan¬ 
gelization  must  be  done  through  voluntary  lay 
workers.  These  village  groups  are  not  large 
enough,  nor  wealthy  enough  to  have  paid  pas¬ 
tors.  Yet  they  need  the  services  that  a  minister 
usually  performs.”  Indian  theological  schools, 
he  adds,  are  devising  means  of  training  lay 
Christian  volunteers  who  will  serve  as  pastor- 
teachers  in  the  villages  while  they  carry  on  their 
ordinary  village  home  duties. 

And  that  lay  witness,  in  varied  forms,  is  the 
need  of  the  Christian  forces  across  America  and 
across  the  earth. 


CHRISTMAS  CROSSES  GLEAMED 
FROM  NEW  ORLEANS  BUILDINGS 

New  Orleans  (RNS)  —  Illuminated  crosses 
gleamed  during  the  Christmas  season  from  six  of 
the  largest  buildings  here  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Christ  in  Christmas  Committee. 

A  live  Nativity  pageant  was  enacted  night¬ 
ly  at  Audubon  Park  through  Dec  29,  with  carol 
singing  by  public  and  parochial  school  children 
and  Loyola  and  Tulane  university  students.  A 
Nativity  scene  was  on  display  through  Dec.  29 
at  City  Park. 

Seventy-two  billboards  with  the  theme, 
“Keep  Christ  in  Your  Christmas”  were  arrang¬ 
ed  by  the  committee.  It  distributed  150,000 
“Christ  in  Christmas”  auto  stickers  and  sent  50,- 
000  envelope  stuffers  to  business  firms  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  medical  profession. 

The  committee  also  circulated  postage  met¬ 
er  slugs  with  the  campaign  slogan,  placed  pla¬ 
cards  in  trolleys  and  stimulated  business  con¬ 
cerns  to  run  individual  ads  sti'essing  the  reli¬ 
gious  message  of  Christmas. 
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January  8th  Through  January  15th,  19 
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Campaign  In  Local 
Church 


1.  Solicit  every  Methodist  Home  for  a 
new  subscription  or  renewal  for  your 
church  paper  during  the  week  of  Cir¬ 
culation  Campaign. 

2.  Make  a  report  on  Monday,  Jan.  16th,  to 
your  District  Superintendent  and  to 
the  office  of  publication  in  Little  Bock, 
of  the  results  of  the  Campaign. 

3.  Any  necessary  follow-up  work  may  be 
reported  as  soon  as  completes 


Watch  Reports  Of 
Campaign 


Watch  your  issue  of  the  paper  of  Jan¬ 
uary  26th.  for  a  full  report  by  Districts 
and  by  Charges  of  the  results  of  the  Cir- 
ulation  Campaign  as  received  the  week 
of  January  15th  through  January  21st. 


To  the  Ministers  and  Members  of 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Arkansas 


1956  will  be  an  important  year  in  Met 
April  the  General  Conference  will  con 
will  come  a  challenging  program  for 
The  Jurisdictional  Conference,  which  is 
Orleans  in  June,  will  also  be  of  great  int 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  and  T 
METHODIST  will  cover  well  both  of 
together  with  all  of  the  program  of  our 
have  additional  reasons  for  securing  a 
list  during  the  week  of  January  8-15. 


I  wholeheartedly  commend  to  you  the  pe 
Campaign  for  Subscriptions. 


Cordially  yo 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  997 

R.  E.  Connell  B.  W.  Slallcup 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Because  of  the  Important  place  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  occupies  In  aur 
Christian  program  we  anticipate  nothing  leea  than  success  in  the  circulation  cam- 
paign  for  our  area  church  periodical.  Our  Methodist  homes  cannot  afford  to  be 
without  it. — Richard  E.  Connell 


Richard  E. 
Connell 


CONWAY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1410 

Henry  Rickey  J.  Wm.  Watson 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  Is  one  of  the  moat  effective  Methodist  papers, 
of  all  the  conferences  in  Methodism.  It  presents  the  total  program  of  the  Church  in 
readable  fashion.  It  ahould  be  in  every  Methodist  home  in  Arkansas. — Henry  A. 

Rickey 


LITTLE  RO 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRIC 


T.  T.  McNeal 

District  Superinlenden 


T.  T.  McNeal 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
not  because  it  is  the  “Church  Paper' 
information.  Its  Editorials  are  unsu 
Methodism. — T.  T.  McNeal 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 


Henry  A. 
Rickey 


Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart 

District  Superintends 


Subscription  Quota .  1210 

Harold  Womack 

District  Director 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley 

District  S uperiniendent 

The  Methodist  Churches  of  Arkansas  are  better  informed  because  of  the  work 
of  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  Its  greatest  asset  to  the  Methodiats  of  Arkansas 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  deals  with  the  problems  of  Arkansas  Methodism.  I  heartily  en¬ 
dorse  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  as  a  "Weekly  Church  Vial  tor"  for  our  people  — 
Roy  I.  Bagley 


Roy  1.  Bagley 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1175 

Otto  W.  Teague  Ixl  Bridenthal 

District  Superintendent  x  District  Director 

I  am  glad  to  again  have  the  privilege  of  personally  endorsing  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  I  could  hardly  conceive  the  work  of  the  Church  being  earned  on  m 
Arkansas  without  it.— Otto  W.  Teague 


Otto  W.  Teague 


X  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
viction  that  the  ARKANSAS  METHO 
Methodism,  but  also  one  of  the  fo 
be  a  “must”  for  every  Methodist  fi 
would  help  the  Baptists. — W.  Neill 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule 

District  Superintends! 


E.  Clifton  Rule 


Effective  and  satisfactory  Chu 
program  and  activities  of  the  body 
lished  to  meet  that  need  increasin 
paper  far  beyond  the  small  subscri 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 


W.  Henry 
Goodloe 


FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1933 

Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe  G.  B.  Ames 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Communication  lines  are  vital  in  war.  We  are  at  war  against  the  forces  of  evil. 
The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  one  of  those  vital  communication*  media  needed 
by  every  intelligently  active  Methodist.— W.  Henry  Goodloe 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1451 

E.  J.  Holifield  W.  O.  Scroggin.  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  Is  indispensable  in  the  promotion  of  the  work  of  the 
Church.  Every  issue  has  a  valuable  contribution  to  make  In  giving  information  to  our 
membership. — E.  J.  Holifield 


Dr.  F.  A.  Buddin 

District  Superinlendei 


It  is  always  a  fortunate  thing  r 
institutions  of  the  Church.  Such 
METHODIST.  We  do  not  have  to 
of  duty.  If  we  give  the  people  a  chan 


E.  J.  Holifield 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1122 

J.  Albert  Gatlin  Elmo  Thomason 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  the  one  agency  in  Arkansas  Methodism  that  i* 
Drivileged  to  visit  all  of  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  every  week.  The  paper  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  its  message  to  every  Methodist  home  every  week. 
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have  xne  opportunity  va  wm ^  -7 - ,  t  * ,u 

We  will  have  a  greater  church  when  we  have  reached  this  goal. — J.  Albert  Gatlin 


J.  Albert 
Gatlin 


SEARCY  DISTRICT 

E.  G.  Kaelzell 

District  Superintendent 

We  of  the  Searcy  District  will  do  our  utmost  to  make  our  people  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  conscious  so  that  we  may  have  an  informed  Methodism.  We  feel  that 
no  Methodist  home  can  afford  to  be  without  its  church  paper.— E.  G.  Kaetzell 


Subscription  Quota .  1197 

O.  D.  Peters 

District  Director 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 


Kenneth  L.  Spore 

District  Superintends 


The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
I  want  it  in  every  home  in  my 
to  that  end— Kenneth  L.  Spore 


Kenneth  L. 
Spore 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 


Dr.  Arthur  Terry 

District  Superinlendei 


E.  G.  Kaetzell 


When  the  ARKANSAS  METHOl 
and  church  school  attendance:  in® 
of  Methodism:  inspires  that  farm 
church  when  they  read  of  the  proje 
the  state:  gives  the  family  informa 
some  of  the  best  spiritual  food  ava 
to  see  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIC 
Arthur  Terry 


THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA  GIVES  ONE  WEEK 


Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


area  unites  in 
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Price  $2.00 

The  Goal 

The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00. 
However,  where  the  Official  Board  of  a 
church  enters  into  a  contract  with  the 
Editors  to  send,  as  a  minitnum,  one  sub- 

The  Charge  or  District  has  reached  its 
authorized  QUOTA  when  in  the  Charge 
or  District  new  subscribers,  plus  renew¬ 
als,  plus  subscriptions  not  due  equal  one 

scription  for  every  3  members  reported 
to  the  last  Annual  Conference  session,  the 
price  is  $1.50  per  subscription. 

There  are  no  comparable  publications 
in  Methodism  which  sell  for  less  than 
$2.00  and  most  of  them  sell  for  more. 

subscription  for  each  nine  active  members 
in  the  Charge  or  District. 

The  Subscription  Goal  is  35,000  sub¬ 
scribers.  Help  us  reach  the  goal. 
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BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


;ERENCE 

Option  Quota .  1181 

DsBlack 
District  Director 

Methodist  home  in  Arkansas 
s  own  merit  in  inspiration  and 
bs  to  enlarge  our  view  of  World 

pption  Quota .  1945 

Miller 
District  Director 
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|nce  papers.  It  is  my  firm  con- 
the  finest  conference  organ  in 
liodicals  in  America.  It  should 
Is  and  Louisiana.  P.S.  And  it 


fption  Quota .  1313 

Golden 
District  Director 

|  out  for  acquaintance  with  the 
KANSAS  METHODIST  is  pub- 
people  find  the  value  of  the 
ton  Rule 

|ption  Quota .  2494 

alph  Clayton 
'District  Director 

lave  genuine  appreciation  of  the 
I  the  case  with  the  ARKANSAS 
urge  subscriptions  on  the  basis 
'  subscribe. — Francis  A.  Buddin 

[ption  Quota .  1041 

Teeter 

District  Director 

be  in  every  home  in  the  Area, 
it  can  be  if  all  of  us  will  work 

[ption  Quota .  1464 

Williams 
District  Director 

f°me  it  promotes  regular  church 
n  the  program,  work  and  needs 
greater  things  for  their  local 
nents  of  neighboring  churches  in 
letids  and  affords  the  family  with 
|and  many  other  reasons,  I  want 
Methodist  home  in  the  state. — 


W.  Neill  Hart 


Francis  A. 
Buddin 


A.  W. 

Townsend,  Jr. 


R.  R.  Branton 


James  T, 
Harris 


Guy  M.  Hicks 


Arthur  Terry 


Edward  W. 
Harris 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1075 

A.  W.  Towsend,  Jr.  W.  D.  Boddie 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  do  hope  that  we  can  increase  the  number  of  subscriptions  in  our  District  to 
an  all  time  high  in  January  195R.  Tt  is  the  best  paper  we  ever  had.  I  would  like  for 
every  family  in  the  Alexandria  District  to  subscribe  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 
— A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  2076 

Edward  W.  Harris  Marvin  H.  Corley 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  can  be  compared  to  the  right  arm  that  serves 
the  great  body  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  This  Circulation  Campaign  is  our  only  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  and  keep  that  arm  strong.  We  dare  not  neglect  this  vital  organ. — 
Edward  W.  Harris 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1037 

R.  R.  Branton  A.  W.  Coody. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

“Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish.”  Without  knowledge  there  can  be 
no  vision.  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  with  its  timely  and  cryptic  editorials, 
its  excellent  news  coverage  and  on  the  spot  photographs,  provides  the  necessary 
knowledge  for  an  adequate  vis’on  of  the  nooiis  and  noss’bilities  of  our  Area.  The 
Lafayette  District  goal  Is:  “THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  In  every  Methodist 
home”. — R.  R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1176 

Karl  Tooke  Jack  Cooke 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  no  longer  on  trial.  Those  churches  that  con¬ 
sider  an  informed  leadership  and  membership  of  utmost  importance  will  consider 
the  circulation  campaign  as  an  opportunity  for  growth. — Karl  Tooke 

MONROE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1567 

James  T.  Harris  Lael  S.  Jones 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I  certainly  hope  that  the  Monroe  District  will  be  in  the  lead  again  this  year  on 
subscriptions  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST-  Our  Church  paper  is  a  rich  source 
of  information  and  inspiration.  It  would  be  fine  for  every  Methodist  family  to  receive 
it. — James  T.  Harris 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1463 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

With  its  special  emphasis  on  the  news  in  Louisiana  churches,  its  pertinent  edi¬ 
torial  comment,  its  splendid  help  for  the  Sunday  School  Teacher,  its  interesting  de¬ 
partments  for  the  W.S.C.S.,  the  Laymen,  and  Christian  Education,  and  its  feature 
stories  magnifying  the  program  of  The  Methodist  Church  as  it  seeks  to  spread  the 
Good  News  of  Christ’s  Kingdom,  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  becomes  an  in¬ 
dispensable  tool  for  every  Methodist  worker.— Virgil  D.  Morris 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1446 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  Henry  Blount 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

A  Bible — a  letter  from  an  absent  loved  one — and  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST! 
Of  all  the  writings  that  come  my  way  I  believe  these  are  the  three  I  cherish  most. 
Our  Louisiana  Methodist  newspaper  is  excellent  and  necessary.  It  belongs  in  the 
home  of  every  Louisiana  Methodist  preacher  and  layman  and  should  be  read  from 
cover  to  cover! — Guy  M.  Hicks 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  2469 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  Ira  W.  Flowers 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

I’m  sold  on  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST.  It  should  be  a  part  of  our  weekly 
reading  fare. — B.  C.  Taylor 
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Virgil  D. 
Morris 


B.  C.  Taylor 
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A  ?<n  Ifo  CHILDREN 

ANNIK  WINBURNK,  Editor 


THE  BIRTHDAY  PRESENT 

By  Marcia  Montin 


EIGHT- YEAR -OLD  Danny’s 
face  wore  a  frown.  “I  don’t  see 
why  I  have  to  go  to  Peter’s 
birthday  party,”  he  com¬ 
plained. 

Danny’s  mother  looked  up  from 
her  sewing.  “You  don’t  have  to  go 
to  the  party,”  she  said.  “But  Peter 
is  a  friend  of  yours,  and  he  will  miss 
you  if  you  aren’t  there.” 

“But  I  don’t  want  to  buy  him  a 
present.” 

“That’s  too  bad,”  she  said  thought¬ 
fully.  “A  present  isn’t  a  present  if 
the  giver  doesn’t  want  to  give  it.” 

Danny  thought  about  his  mother’s 
words  for  awhile  then  went  upstairs 
to  his  room.  He  shook  the  money 
out  of  his  bank  and  counted  it.  It 
amounted  to  85  cents — two  quarters, 
three  dimes  and  five  pennies.  He 
put  the  two  quarters  back  in  the 
bank  and  dropped  the  rest  into  his 
pocket. 

“So  long,  Mom,”  he  called.  “I’m 
going  down  to  the  corner  and  get 
something  for  Peter.” 

The  Corner  Dime  and  Dollar  Store 
had  two  counters  full  of  wonderful 
toys.  There  were  airplanes  and  puz¬ 
zles  and  printing  sets.  But  every 
one  of  them  cost  much  more  than 
the  35  cents  Danny  had  in  his  pock¬ 
et.  Then  he  saw  a  baseball  and  a 
bat  that  were  just  what  he  wanted 
for  himself. 

“How  much  are  the  ball  and  bat?” 
he  asked  the  saleslady. 

“One  dollar  and  a  quarter  for  the 
bat  and  80  cents  for  the  ball,”  she 
told  him. 

Whew,  he  thought.  He  would  have 
to  save  a  long  time  to  buy  them 
both  for  himself — especially  if  he 
spent  much  of  his  money  on  Peter’s 
present.  If  only  he  could  find  some¬ 
thing  less  expensive  for  Peter.  Then 
he  saw  the  marbles.  They  were  just 
little  bags  of  marbles,  and  he  knew 
Peter  had  lots  of  them— but  they 
cost  only  ten  cents. 

Danny  was  smiling  when  he  came 
home  again.  He  had  a  present  for 
Peter,  and  he  had  spent  only  ten 
cents. 

Danny  thought  he  would  feel  gay 
when  he  set  out  for  Peter’s  party 
the  next  day.  The  little  bag  of 
marbles  looked  smaller  to  him  now. 
As  he  walked  down  the  block  slow¬ 
ly,  he  wished  that  he  didn’t  have 
to  go  to  the  party. 

When  he  reached  Peter’s  house, 
the  other  boys  and  girls  were  al¬ 
ready  in  the  living  room.  They  were 
all  crowded  around  Peter  as  he 
opened  his  birthday  presents.  There 
were  big  presents  and  little  presents 
— dozens  of  them,  it  seemed  to  Dan¬ 
ny.  “Open  mine  next,”  somebody 
said,  and  Danny  saw  that  it  was 
Billy,  who  sold  newspapers  on  the 
corner.  Peter  picked  up  a  long 
package  and  pulled  off  the  ribbons 
and  tissue  paper.  There  was  a  base¬ 
ball  bat,  just  like  the  one  Danny 
had  seen  in  the  Dime  and  Dollar 
Store. 

“This  is  super,”  said  Peter. 
“Thanks  a  million.” 

“I’m  glad  you  like  it,”  Billy  re¬ 


plied.  And  Danny  could  tell  by  the 
grin  on  Billy’s  face  that  he  really 
was  glad. 

That’s  funny,  thought  Danny. 
How  can  he  be  so  glad  to  give  some¬ 
thing  away? 

Danny  watched  as  Peter  opened 
one  present  after  another.  Each 
time  it  seemed  that  the  boy  or  girl 
who  had  given  the  present  to  Peter 
was  just  as  happy,  or  even  happier, 
than  he  was.  But  Danny  felt  miser¬ 
able.  And  then,  all  of  a  sudden,  he 
had  an  idea. 

While  everyone  else  was  watch¬ 
ing  Peter  open  another  package, 
Danny  moved  cautiously  toward  the 
front  door  and  slipped  out.  Then  he 
ran  as  fast  as  he  could  down  the 
block  to  his  own  house. 

His  mother  heard  him  come  in. 
“Home  already?”  she  called. 

“Just  for  a  minute,”  he  answered. 
“I  just  remembered  something  you 
told  me  yesterday.” 

Quickly  he  pulled  the  bank  from 
his  bureau  drawer  and  took  out  the 
two  quarters.  He  closed  the  drawer 
and  ran  all  the  way  to  the  Dime  and 
Dollar  Store  at  the  corner,  then 
hurried  right  up  to  the  toy  counter. 
He  looked  around  until  he  found 
the  baseball  he  had  seen  the  day 
before. 

“I  want  to  get  this  baseball  for 
my  friend,”  he  told  the  saleslady. 
Then  he  pulled  the  little  sack  of 
marbles  out  of  his  pocket  and  asked, 
“Can  you  take  these  back?” 

Peter  was  opening  his  last  pack- 


NEW  YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION 

There  were  three  little  folks,  long 
ago, 

Who  solemnly  sat  in  a  row 
On  a  December  night, 

And  attempted  to  write 
For  the  New  Year  a  good  resolution. 

“I  will  not  make  so  much  noise, 
And  be  one  of  the  quietest  boys, 
Wrote  one  of  the  three, 

Whose  uproarious  glee 
Was  the  cause  of  no  end  of  con¬ 
fusion. 

“I  resolve  that  I  never  will  take 
More  than  two  or  three  pieces  of 
cake,” 

Wrote  plump  little  Peter  Pete, 
Whose  taste  for  the  sweet 
Was  a  problem  of  puzzling  solution. 

The  other,  her  paper  to  fill. 

Began  with,  “Resolved  that  1  will — ” 
But  right  there  she  stopped 
And  fast  asleep  dropped 
Ere  she  came  to  a  single  conclusion. 

— In  Exchange 


age  when  Danny  returned  to  the 
party.  As  he  entered  the  living 
room,  all  the  boys  and  girls  turned 
to  look  at  him.  He  was  puffing  for 
breath,  and  his  face  was  red,  but 
there  was  a  broad  smile  on  his  face. 
And  he  felt  good  all  over. 

“Here,  this  is  for  you.”  He  shoved 
the  ball  into  Peter’s  hands.  Peter 
took  the  ball  and  threw  it  up  toward 
the  ceiling.  “We’ll  sure  have  some 
good  games  this  spring,  won’t  we, 
Danny?” — Presbyterian  Life 


A  MUSICIAN  OF  BOHEMIA 

By  Margaret  Zinn 

Once  a  ragged  little  boy  followed 
a  strolling  musician  as  he  moved 
from  corner  to  corner  on  the  streets 
of  the  little  village  of  Mulhausen, 
Bohemia.  The  boy’s  father  was  a 
butcher  and  wished  his  son  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  same  trade.  But  cut¬ 
ting  meat  was  hard  to  do  when  the 
strains  of  a  violin  were  floating 
hauntingly  through  the  window. 

This  boy  was  Antonin  Dvorak, 
destined  to  become  the  great  Bo¬ 
hemian  musician.  He  was  born 
September  8,  1841.  His  parents  were 
very  poor  so  he  had  very  little  edu¬ 
cation  and  very  little  musical  train¬ 
ing.  But  he  listened  intently  to  the 
few  musicians  who  came  to  the  vil¬ 
lage. 

Soon  he  was  traveling  along  the 
highways  and  through  the  forests 
of  his  native  country,  always  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  songs  of  the  peasants, 
paying  his  way  by  fiddling  for  fairs 
and  weddings.  Later,  he  gave  the 
world  great  symphonies  through 
which  are  woven  these  simple  folk 
tunes. 

After  he  became  famous  in  his 
own  country,  he  was  invited  to  tour 
the  United  States.  While  here,  he 
gathered  folk  tunes  from  different 
parts  of  America  and  wove  them 
into  one  of  our  greatest  musical 
compositions,  The  New  World  Sym¬ 
phony.  In  it  we  find  such  old  famil¬ 
iar  melodies  as  “Swing  Low  Sweet 
Chariot”  and  many  others. 

“Humoresque”  is  perhaps  the  most 
familiar  of  his  Bohemian  composi¬ 
tions. — Upward 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Two  friends  met  on  the  street  as 
they  were  hurrying  to  their  re¬ 
spective  offices  one  morning. 

“Hello,  Linder,  old  man!”  cried 
one,  as  he  grasped  the  other’s  hand. 
“Congratulations.  I  hear  you  have 
a  new  youngster  at  your  house.” 

The  new  father  glanced '  around 
apprehensively,  “Mercy,  you  can’t 

hear  him  ’way  up  here,  can  you?” 

*  *  * 

Bill:  “I  just  got  a  job  in  a  watch 
factory.” 

Joe:  “What  do  you  do?” 

Bill:  “Oh,  I  just  stand  there  and 
make  faces.” 

*  *  * 

“So  your  name  is  Jimmy  Jones,” 
the  teacher  remarked  to  make  sure 
of  the  facts,  “but  your  mother’s 
name  is  Smith?” 

“Yes,  ma’am,”  Jimmy  said.  “You 

see,  she  married  again  and  I  didn’t.” 

*  *  * 

Doctor:  “I  would  recommend  Col¬ 
orado  Springs  for  a  person  in  your 
condition.” 

Patient:  “Very  well,  sir.  I  will 
have  some  put  in  my  bed  right 
away.” 

*  *  * 

Tourist:  Many  big  fish  in  this 
part  of  the  country? 

Native:  Many  big  fish!  Lady,  we 
don’t  allow  boys  and  small  men 
around  here  to  bait  a  hook  unless 
they’re  tied  to  a  tree. 


A  DECISION 


In  our  family  we’ve  decided  that  we 
Will  all  try  this  plan  every  day, 

If  things  all  go  wrong  and  frowns  come  along 
We  will  smile  so  the  frowns  cannot  stay. 

It’s  not  easy  to  do  when  you’re  all  cross  inside 
And  nothings  seems  turning  out  right, 

But  we’ve  found  that  we  feel  much  better,  you  see 
When  we  smile  and  put  frowns  out  of  sight. 

What  a  change  could  be  made  in  this  world  of.  ours, 
So  much  joy  could  be  spread  all  around, 

We  hope  that  you’ll  help  to  pass  this  along, 

It’s  an  old,  old  secret  we’ve  found. — A.E.W. 
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Korea  Has  Active  W.S.C.S. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

“The  message  of  the  Christian 
faith  is  to  bring  wholeness  to  life, 
and  the  road  to  be  traveled  is  long,” 
said  the  assembly  of  United  Church 
Women  (National  Council  of 
Churches)  to  church  women  across 
the  nation.  “The  world  is  not  whole; 
in  many  places  it  is  broken  into 
tiny  fragments — broken  by  us  who 
are  its  citizens.  While  we  often  give 
lip  service  to  the  dignity  and  worth 
of  all  God’s  children,  we  frequently 
deny  to  minority  groups  in  every 
state  of  the  United  States  the  rights 
.and  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  ma¬ 
jority.  This  inevitably  links  us  with 
'all  those  other  countries  which  are 
.faced  with  the  consequences  of  a 
refusal  to  accept  all  persons  as  the 
■children  of  God,  destined  to  be  free 
.and  to  enjoy  wholeness  of  life.  We 
recognize  that  our  domestic  policies 
and  practices  with  regard  to  human 
rights  are  inevitably  interwoven 
with  our  foreign  policy.  Upon  all 
■of  us  as  church  women  and  as 
■Christian  citizens  lies  the  responsi¬ 
bility  so  to  act  that  all  groups  with¬ 
in  our  communities  will  be  assured 
of  equality  of  opportunity,  freedom 
from  fear,  and  equal  justice  before 
the  law.  We  recommend  that  church 
women  interpret  by  personal  and 
group  witness  every  attempt  in  their 
communities  to  promote  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  minority  groups  into 
the  life  of  the  church  and  communi¬ 
ty,  and  that  church  women  work 
consistently  with  courage  and  dedi¬ 
cation  to  spearhead  these  efforts.” 


Mrs.  Theodore  O.  Wedel,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  is  the  newly-elected 
president  of  United  Church  Women, 
an  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Other  officers  elected  for 
three  years:  Mrs.  Spann  W.  Milner, 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Walk¬ 
er,  Whittier,  Calif.,  and  Mrs.  Rosa 
Page  Welch,  Chicago,  Ill.,  vice  pres¬ 
idents;  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Zeller,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  recording  secretary; 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Heath,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  corresponding  secretary,  and 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Corman,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
treasurer. 


The  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  will  seek  to  en¬ 
list  480  young  men  and  women  in 
1956  to  serve  in  its  mission  projects 
in  33  foreign  countries,  the  United 
States  and  its  territories.  The  1956 
missionary  call  was  issued  through 
the  Office  of  Missionary  Personnel, 
150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11, 
N.  Y.  The  Board  will  seek  about  100 
single  men  or  couples  and  250  single 
women  for  lifetime  service -as  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  countries  of  Asia,  Africa 
and  North  and  South  America.  For 
special-term  foreign  service  (three 
years),  the  Board  will  need  50  single 
men  and  women.  For  lifetime  home 
mission  service,  the  Board  will  need 
30  persons,  mostly  women;  and  for 
special-term  home  mission  service 
(two  years)  the  need  is  for  50  per¬ 
sons. 


Resolutions  adopted  recently  by 
the  Assembly  of  United  Church  Wo¬ 
men  urged  the  United  States  to 
ratify  the  Genocide  Convention; 
vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  Human  Rights  in  the 


By  Mrs.  F.  Roderick  Dail 
Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service 

One  of  many  reasons  why  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  has 
doubled  in  membership  (40,000  to 
85,000  )in  the  last  four  years  is  the 
work  of  its  women.  And  a  good 
summary  of  what  the  Methodist 
women  are  doing  for  the  church 
comes  out  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Society 
in  Seoul. 

In  the  area  of  evangelism,  for  in¬ 
stance,  the  200  women  were  urged 
to  read  the  Bible  daily,  offer  early 
morning  prayer,  preach  to  families 
in  which  only  one  member  vras  a 
Christian  and  to  visit  in  army  hos¬ 
pitals. 

Reports  from  the  finance  commit¬ 
tee  showed  that  Korean  women  give 
to  about  as  many  special  offerings 
as  Methodist  women  in  the  United 
States.  They  observe  the  Week  of 
Prayer,  the  World  Day  of  Prayer, 
and  a  Missions  Sunday.  On  Mother’s 
Day  they  give  to  a  home  for  re¬ 
tired  Christian  workers. 


General  Assembly  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions;  and  to  support  consistently 
the  self-determination  of  all  non¬ 
self-governing  peoples,  regardless  of 
political  expediency;  urged  the 
United  States  government  to  con¬ 
tinue  disarmament  talks  within  the 
United  Nations  and  not  to  ship  arms 
to  any  area  of  the  world,  except  as 
necessary  to  maintain  peace;  regis¬ 
tered  “opposition  to  any  form  of  un¬ 
iversal  military  training  in  peace¬ 
time,  including  compulsory  reserve 
system.” 


The  Christian  congregation  in  Hi- 
rosaki,  one  of  the  most  northerly 
cities  in  Japan,  is  celebrating  the 
eightieth  year  of  its  establishment. 
Formerly  a  congregation  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  it  has  now  been 
merged  into  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan.  The  church  was 
started  in  1875  with  fourteen  char¬ 
ter  members.  Within  eleven  years 
it  had  established  a  girls’  school 
with  five  students  —  the  Japanese 
minister  teaching  Bible,  and  his  wife 
teaching  sewing  classes  in  the  par¬ 
sonage.  This  school  is  now  Hirosaki 
Kakuin  with  an  enrollment  this 
year  of  1,428  girls.  During  its  80 
years,  the  church  has  given  Japan 
140  Christian  ministers.  Ministers 
from  this  church’s  congregation 
have  gone  out  to  serve  in  41  of  Ja¬ 
pan’s  larger  cities,  in  Saghalien,  in 
the  South  Seas,  and  in  six  other 
countries  of  the  world. 


CHRISTIANS 
IMPROVE  SOCIETY 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
of  accomplishing  essential  improve¬ 
ment.  Lifting  levels  of  living  in  un¬ 
derdeveloped  areas  requires  hydro¬ 
electric  plants.  Peace  or  war  results 
from  “summit”  decisions  and  none 
of  us  is  at  the  summit. 

When  we  feel  that  the  days  are  so 
evil  that  one’s  efforts  avail  noth¬ 
ing,  all  we  have  to  do  is  remember 


The  women  were  reminded  to  ob¬ 
serve  a  moment  of  silent  prayer  at 
noon  each  day  for  Methodist  women 
in  North  Korea.  The  prayer  re¬ 
membrance  has  been  a  custom  for 
several  years.' 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  an 
ordained  woman  minister,  Miss  Kate 
Cooper,  a  missionary  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  of  Christian  Service. 
Six  ordained  women  including  two 
Koreans,  administered  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  Holy  Communion,  at  the 
conference. 

Presiding  over  the  conference 
were  two  poised  Korean  women, 
Cho  Young  Ai  and  Nancy  Kim.  The 
agenda  resembled  that  of  American 
W.S.C.S.  meetings.  One  item  of 
business  was  consideration  of  a  pro¬ 
posed  constitution  for  a  retired 
worker’s  home  for  women,  now  in 
operation  on  a  small  scale  but  to 
be  enlarged. 

Some  of  the  delegates  reported 
various  difficulties  in  getting  to  the 
meeting.  One,  a  Bible  woman,  said 
she  had  to  wade  through  a  stream 
of  water  almost  to  her  waist. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Mrs.  Bertha  McGregor  was  hostess 
Tuesday  evening,  December  13th, 
when  the  members  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  of  the  North  Baton 
Rouge  Methodist  Church  held  their 
annual  Christmas  party. 

The  spiritual  program  began  with 
the  devotional  “God  In  Christ”  be¬ 
ing  given  by  Mrs.  Pansy  Tumey.  A 
Christmas  story  was  told  and  Mrs. 
Bessie  Baker  read  a  poem  entitled  “I 
Saw  The  Lights  of  Christmas”.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Goode  closed  the  program 
with  a  special  Christmas  prayer. 

The  party  then  continued  with  the 
singing  of  favorite  Christmas  carols 
and  participation  in  party  games  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  Ann  Doughty. 

Refreshments  were  served  after 
the  exchange  of  gifts  and  the  re¬ 
vealing  of  “Secret  Pals”. 

Those  attending  were  Mrs.  James 
L.  Stovall,  a  special  guest,  and  the 
members  Mrs.  W.  N.  Decker,  Mrs. 
Fay  Kling,  Mrs.  Dot  Johnson,  Mrs. 
Pansy  Tumey,  Mrs.  Bessie  Baker, 


Christian  history.  The  society  in 
which  the  first  followers  of  Jesus 
lived  certainly  was  not  Christian, 
but  there  is  reference  after  refer¬ 
ence  indicating  that  the  Christians 
overcame  evils  of  society. 

So,  what  are  the  things  that  we, 
as  Methodists  and  Christians,  can 
do? 

(1)  Every  one  of  us  can  be  a  re¬ 
deeming  influence  in  and  through 
our  church.  How?  By  exemplary 
Christian  living,  evangelistic  effort, 
and  working  in  one  or  more  of  our 
church’s  agencies  for  social  action. 

(2)  We  can  study  and  gain  super¬ 
ior  understanding  of  social  condi¬ 
tions,  then  act  aggressively  and  in¬ 
telligently  through  a  program  of 
personal  social  action. 

(3)  We  can  participate  in  secular 
enterprises  that  tend  to  produce  a 
better  society,  such  as  political  par¬ 
ties,  business  organisation  and  so 
forth, 


UNITED  CHURCH 
WOMEN  OF  ARKANSAS 
TO  MEET 

The  United  Church  Women  of 
Arkansas  will  hold  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  January  12  and  13th  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
with  Mrs.  Kyle  Engler,  Fayetteville, 
president,  presiding. 

Featured  speaker  for  the  meeting 
will  be  Mrs.  David  D.  Baker,  editor 
of  THE  CHURCHWOMAN,  national 
magazine  for  the  United  Church 
Women.  She  will  speak  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  session,  Thursday,  at  7:30  in 
the  sanctuary.  The  Philander  Smith 
College  Choir,  Little  Rock,  will  sing. 

At  noon  on  Friday  Mrs.  Baker 
will  speak  at  the  luncheon  featuring 
the  magazine,  with  Miss  Myrtle 
Charles,  Conway,  presiding. 

A  United  Nations  Dinner  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  evening  at  six, 
with  Mrs.  George  Meyer,  Little 
Rock,  in  charge. 

A  meeting  of  the  State  Board  will 
be  held  at  11:00  a.  m.,  preceding  the 
opening  of  the  meeting  at  2  p.  m. 

Other  guest  speakers  for  the 
meeting  will  be  Dr.  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderscon, 
and  Mrs.  Edgar  Dixon. 

Rev.  John  Lindsey,  associate  min¬ 
ister  of  First  Church,  will  admin¬ 
ister  Holy  Communion  at  8  a.  m. 
Friday  morning.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harri¬ 
son  is  General  Chairman  of  Local 
Arrangements. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Goode,  Mrs.  Ann 
Doughty,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Auter,  Mrs. 
June  Ferrell,  Mrs.  Bernice  Thomp¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Mae  Brown,  Mrs.  Carole 
Norton,  Mrs.  Evangeline  Himmel, 
Mrs.  Juanita  Marrs,  Misses  Joyce 
Wells,  Jeannette  Wells,  Laura  Whit¬ 
tington,  Nena  Whittington,  and  the 
hostess  Mrs.  Bertha  McGregor. 


The  final  sessions  of  the  study 
“An  Introduction  to  Five  Spiritual 
Classics”  sponsored  by  Guild  No.  1 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  will  be  held  January  23  and 
27th.  Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum  is  teach¬ 
ing  the  course  for  the  Guilds  of  the 
city  and  the  local  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  Members  of 
Lonoke  and  Benton,  Park  View, 
Guilds  have  also  been  among  the 
125  attending. 


The  Greater  Little  Roek  Council 
of  Church  Women  is  sponsoring  a 
city  wide  study  on  “The  Christian 
Mission  in  a  Revolutionary  World” 
to  be  held  at  Winfield  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  on  January  20, 
27,  February  3  and  February  10, 
from  10  a.  m.  to  11:30  a.  m. 

Mrs.  Guy  E.  Thompson,  Jr.,  is 
dean  of  the  school. 


The  members  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  of  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette,  have  now  formed 
two  circles.  The  night  Circle  with 
Mrs.  Louis  Yammarino  as  chairman 
and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Falconer,  Jr.  as 
chairman  of  the  morning  circle, 
which  has  been  named  the  Frances 
Reber  Circle. 

The  society  is  new  studying  an 
Introduction  to  Five  Spiritual  Class^ 
ics  and  is  purchasing  a  pulpit  for 
the  new  church  building.  There  are 
now  thirty  inen\bers  in  Asbury’s 
Society, 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


REV.  C.  J.  THIBODEAUX,  pastor  of  the  Merry- 
ville  Church,  has  been  ill  in  the  DeRidder 
Baptist  Hospital. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Youth  Rally 
held  in  Hammond  on  Monday  evening,  January 
9. 

A  CONCERT  by  the  Centenary  College  Choir 
called  “Rhapsody  in  View”,  will  be  given  at 
the  Baton  Rouge  High  School  on  January  27, 
sponsored  by  the  Half -past  Niners  and  the  50-50 
Class  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

ADVANCED  registration  for  the  spring  sem¬ 
ester  at  Centenary  College  opened  Friday 
and  win  continue  through  January  18.  Dean  Le¬ 
roy  Vogel  said  regular  registration  will  be  held 
Monday,  January  30,  and  classes  will  begin  on 
Tuesday,  January  31. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  has  been  awarded  a 
certificate  of  honor  for  its  work  in  pushing 
the  1955  United  Fund  drive  of  Caddo  and  Bossier 
Parishes  over  the  top.  With  a  quota  of  $750  set 
for  the  college,  members  of  the  faculty,  staff  and 
student  body  raised  $764.83  for  the  campaign. 

GEORGE  CONNELL  was  elected  president  of 
the  Methodist  Men  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria  at  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  club.  Other  officers  are  Keith  Piggott,  first 
vice-president;  Paul  White,  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  Carson  Uzzell,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  colloquial  Japanese  edition  of  the 
Bible,  published  by  the  Japan  Bible  Society, 
has  been  chosen  one  of  the  top  twelve  books  of 
the  year  by  the  Japanese  newspaper,  Mainichi 
(circulation  3,000,000)  in  a  contest  in  which  20,- 
000  books  were  submitted. 

G.  FREDERICK  HOLLER,  minister  of  music 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge,  was  elected  governor  of  the  Southern 
district  of  the  National  Association  of  Teachers 
of  Singing  at  the  group’s  annual  conference 
which  was  held  in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of 
December. 

DR.  NICHOLAS  TRIST,  sheriff  of  St.  Bernard 
Parish,  was  the  principal  speaker  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Dec.  19,  at  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club. 
Dr.  Trist  was  introduced  by  Robert  Williamson, 
vice-president  of  the  club.  A  carol  sing  followed 
and  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  dismissed 
with  prayer. 

HOMER  RODEHEAVER,  song  leader  for  Billy 
Sunday  and  long  a  familiar  figure  in  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelistic  meetings  died  on  December  18 
following  a  cerebral  hemorrhage  suffered  at 
his  home  at  Winona  Lake,  Ind.  He  was  75  years 
of  age.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  on  De¬ 
cember  20  at  the  Methodist  Church  of  Warsaw, 
Ind.,  by  his  long-time  friend  and  fellow-worker, 
Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

DR.  HARRY  C.  MUNRO  of  Ft.  Worth,  Texas, 
pioneer  in  community  fellowship  evangel¬ 
ism,  will  speak  in  New  Orleans  at  10:00  a.  m.  on 
January  31  at  the  Canal  Street  Methodist  Church 
to  Protestant  committees  working  on  a  religious 
census.  He  will  also  meet  at  7:30  p.  m.  that  day 
with  pastors  and  laymen  at  Salem  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church,  according  to  announce¬ 
ment. 

TWO  of  India’s  best-known  women  medical 
educators  have  recently  been  in  the  United 
States  in  the  interests  of  their  institutions,  and 
visiting  various  church  assemblies,  their  colleges 
being  supported  largely  from  American  church 
funds.  The  visitors  were  Dr.  Lajwanti  Bhanot, 
dean  of  Women  at  Ludhiana  Christian  Medical 
College,  and  Dr.  Liza  Chacko,  professor  of 
anatomy  at  Vellore  Christian  Medical  College. 


THE  OFFICIAL  OPENING  of  the  new  educa¬ 
tional  building  of  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
January  15,  with  a  vesper  service  at  3:30  p.  m. 
and  open  house  from  4:15  to  6:30  p.  m.  Dr.  Virgil 
Morris,  district  superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  District,  will  take  part  in  the  service  and 
a  special  program  of  music  has  been  planned. 
Paul  Light  is  general  chairman  of  the  planning 
and  arrangements  for  the  day.  Rev.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

AMONG  activities  during  the  Christmas  season 
on  the  Pearl  River  Charge  were  a  Christmas 
concert  at  Pearl  River  and  Talisheek,  a  Christ¬ 
mas  party  at  the  St.  Tammany  church,  and  a 
Watch  Night  service  at  the  Pearl  River  church. 
Rev.  John  T.  Redmon,  Slidell  pastor,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  Watch  Night  service;  Rev.  Carl 
Wood,  Dallas,  assisted  the  Pearl  River  charge 
pastor,  Rev.  Frank  C.  Lankford,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Redmon  in  the  service. 

JAMES  HULL  MILLER,  associate  professor  of 
drama  at  Centenary  College,  has  been  elect¬ 
ed  to  a  three-year  term  on  the  advisory  council 
of  the  American  Educational  Theatre  Associ¬ 
ation.  He  currently  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
theatre  architecture  project  for  the  association. 
Mr.  Miller  and  Joe  Gifford,  director  of  the 
Centenary  Playhouse,  attended  the  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  group  recently  in  Los  Angeles. 

MISS  EDITH  SIMESTER,  who  has  seen  mis¬ 
sionary  service  in  China  and  in  Brazil  under 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
has  been  transferred  to  Korea  where  she  will 
engage  in  the  teaching  of  adult  literacy  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Korean  Literacy  Association. 
Miss  Simister,  who  was  born  in  China  of  mis¬ 
sionary  parents,  has  recently  been  studying  at 
Cornell  University  to  prepare  herself  for  liter¬ 
acy  instruction  and  writing. 

DR.  LEROY  VOGEL,  dean  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  guest  speaker  last  Friday  at  the 
noon  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Vivian  Kiwanis 
Club.  He  spoke  of  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  on  college  campuses  within  the  past  ten 
years.  J.  Floyd  Richardson  of  Shreveport,  past 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  Louisiana-Mississippi- 
West  Tennessee  district  of  Kiwanis  International, 
introduced  Dr.  Vogel.  The  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Community  House  of  Vivian. 

A  COMMITTEE  has  been  named  by  President 
Deane  Edwards,  of  the  Hymn  Society  of 
America,  to  undertake  the  preparation  of  “a 
dictionary  of  American  hymnology,”  bringing  in¬ 
to  one  volume  the  story  of  hymnody  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  writers  of  hymns  and  gospel  songs,  and 
the  known  facts  about  hymns  and  music  now 
used  in  the  hymnals  of  American  churches.  The 
volume,  it  is  said,  would  be  to  American  hymn¬ 
ology  what  Dr.  John  Julian’s  “Dictionary  of 
Hymnology,”  now  out  of  print,  did  for  British 
hymnody  in  the  last  century. 

R.  D.  ELTON  TRUEBLOOD,  Quaker  philoso¬ 
pher  and  writer,  has  resigned  as  chief  of  re¬ 
ligious  policy  for  the  U.  S.  Information  Agency. 
He  Tyill  return  to  Earlham  College,  Richmond, 
Ind.,  on  January  1  to  resume  his  post  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  department  of  philosophy  and  re¬ 
ligion.  He  has  been  on  leave  from  the  Quaker 
school  since  March,  1954,  when  he  accepted  the 
government  appointment.  Dr.  Trueblood  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  succeeded  in  the  USIA  post  by  Dr. 
Ronald  Bridges,  who  was  named  acting  director 
of  the  religious  policy  section  last  summer  while 
Dr.  Trueblood  was  on  a  two-month  leave  of 
absence  to  complete  a  book. 

ELIGIOUS  EMPHASIS  WEEK  at  Louisiana 
Tech  at  Ruston  has  been  scheduled  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  19-22,  according  to  E.  Carl  Jones,  chairman 
of  the  faculty  religious  activities  committee.  Five 
speakers  will  participate  in  the  various  programs 
and  assemblies  during  the  week.  They  are:  Rev. 
W.  E.  Trice,  pastor  of  the  University  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge;  Dean  T.  J.  Arceneaus  of 
the  College  of  Agriculture  at  Southwestern 
Louisiana  Institute  in  Lafayette;  Dr.  Edward  S. 
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Amis,  professor  of  chemistry,  University  of  Ark¬ 
ansas,  Fayetteville;  Dr.  Everett  Tilson,  assistant 
professor  of  Biblical  Theology,  Vanderbilt  School 
of  Religion,  Nashville,  and  Mrs.  Guy  Hicks,  wife 
of  the  district  superintendent  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict. 

R.  RALPH  W.  SOCKMAN,  president  of  The 
Church  Peace  Union,  has  announced  the 
election  by  Union  trustees  of  Dr.  A.  William  Loos 
as  executive  director,  and  John  R.  Inman  as  as¬ 
sociate  executive  director.  The  appointments 
took  effect  on  January  1  on  the  retirement  of 
Dr.  Henry  A.  Atkinson,  general  secretary  of  the 
Union  since  1918.  The  Church  Peace  Union  was 
founded  by  Andrew  Carnegie  in  1914  to  work 
through  the  major  religious  faiths  for  a  greater 
measure  of  world  order.  It  conducts  regional 
seminars  and  institutes  on  world  affairs  and  the 
United  Nations,  issues  publications,  promotes 
goodwill  measures  among  religious  organiza¬ 
tions,  their  leaders  and  members,  and  cooperates 
with  .non-governmental  organizations  and  other 
agencies  in  major  peace  enterprises. 


NEW  BOOK  OF  POEMS  PUBLISHED 

Nashville,  Tenn. — “Come  Spring,”  a  volume 
of  poems  by  the  late  Frances  Gates  Tower,  Nash¬ 
ville,  has  been  published  here  by  the  Parthenon 
Press. 

Mrs.  Tower,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Howard  E. 
Tower,  associate  director  of  the  Methodist  Radio 
and  Film  Commission,  died  last  May  11  after  an 
extended  illness.  A  native  of  Danvers,  Mass., 
and  a  graduate  of  Boston  University,  she  wrote 
extensively  for  religious  publications. 

The  collection  of  poems  was  edited  by  Dr. 
Tower.  In  the  foreword  he  writes  of  his  wife: 
“She  never  sat  down  to  write  a  poem.  She  lived 
with  a  thought,  and  words  came  to  express  that 
thought  as  she  went  about  her  work.” 

Some  of  the  poems  have  been  published 
previously  in  various  church  periodicals.  Others 
were  written  in  times  of  intense  pain  suffered  by 
Mrs.  Tower  during  her  last  illness. 

The  60-page  book  is  illustrated  by  Joyce 
Ann  Derseweh,  and  is  available  ($1.50)  at  Cokes- 
bury  book  stores. 
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WHAT  ONE  METHODIST 
THINKS  OF  THE  MINISTRY 

The  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  has  an  unusual  club  which 
is  called  the  XYZ  Club,  the  name  stand¬ 
ing  for  “extra  years  of  Zest”.  The 
membership  is  made  up  of  people  over 
65  years  of  age.  The  club  meets  each 
month  for  fellowship. 

Recently  the  organizational  meeting 
for  the  new  year  was  held  by  the  club 
at  which  time,  Mrs.  Sallie  Burton,  age 
84,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored 
members,  made  the  following  talk: 

When  I  was  young  I  always 
looked  on  the  funny  side  of  life, 
but  after  the  passing  of  my  com¬ 
panion,  and  I  couldn’t  live  alone, 
and  had  to  leave  my  home  and 
friends,  and  come  to  a  strange 
city  to  live,  my  heart  was  so  full 
of  grief  I  wondered  if  I  could 
ever  smile  again. 

I  knew  the  Lord  was  my  an¬ 
chor,  and  I  realized  the  only  thing 
for  me  to  do  was  to  pray  and  “cry 
it  out.”  I  prayed  for  the  Lord  to 
make  my  tears  as  a  microscope 
to  show  me  “nearer  to  God”  and 
lead  me  through  the  paths  of 
righteousness,  and  give  me 
friends  that  would  change  my 
grief  to  laughter. 

I  knew  the  church  was  the 
place  to  find  them,  and  I  want 
each  of  you  to  know  that  I  have 
appreciated  every  smile,  and  ev¬ 
ery  fine  word  that  has  been 
spoken  to  me. 

And  now  at  my  age  of  84,  as  I 
walk  down  the  ribbon  road  of 
life,  I  can  look  back  and  say — 
“The  Lord  has  blessed  me  abun¬ 
dantly.” 

My  ministers  have  been  a  great 
help  to  me.  I  have  entered  this 
church  many  times  with  a  smile 
on  my  face  with  a  broken  heart, 
but  always  left  comforted. 

You  know,  ministers  are  not 
just  preachers,  they  are  ambassa¬ 
dors  to  the  human  race.  Who 
takes  your  church  vows?  The 
minister.  If  you  are  baptized 
whom  do  you  have?  The  minis¬ 
ter.  If  you  get  married,  whom  do 
you  have?  The  minister.  If  you 
have  a  death  in  the  family,  whom 
do  you  have?  The  minister. 

Who  prays  the  last  prayer? 
Who  reads  the  last  chapter?  Who 
pronounces  the  last  benediction 
over  your  loved  ones  when  they 
are  laid  to  rest?  Your  minister. 
God  help  us  to  be  good  to  our 
ministers. 


GRAND  CANE— STONEWALL 
REVIVALS 

A  revival  with  three  additions  on 
profession  of  faith  was  held  at 
Stonewall  with  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner 
of  First  Church,  Alexandria,  lead¬ 
ing  the  singing.  Older  members  re¬ 
joiced  that  they  had  seen  the  church 
overflowing  again. 

A  Christmas  program  was  given, 
and  a  basket  and  cash  gifts  for  the 
pastor.  A  program  was  also  given 
at  Grand  Cane,  with  a  tree  for  the 
Juniors  and  a  “White  Christmas” 
for  adult  members.  There  was  also 
a  basket  for  their  pastor  and  gifts 
of  cash.  The  churches  recently 
placed  a  new  refrigerator  in  the 
parsonage. 

At  Grand  Cane  the  revival  was  a 
joint  affair  with  the  Baptist  congre¬ 
gation.  One  half  of  the  services  were 
held  at  his  church  with  the  Metho¬ 
dist  pastor  preaching,  and  the  clos¬ 
ing  half  at  the  Baptist  Church  with 
the  Methodist  pastor  preaching. 

Rev.  T.  O.  Rorie  is  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  people  and  Rev.  K.  K. 
Hartsfield  of  the  Baptist.  —  Report¬ 
er. 


Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

THE  PRAYER  VIGIL 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  13  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  14  —  Chatham,  J.  T.  Garrett, 
Pastor. 

.6:00  p.tn.,  Jan.  14  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  15  —  Choudrant  -  Douglas 
George  P.  Goodwin,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  15  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  16 — Bell  City — Hayes,  Fred  O. 
Shirley,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  15  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  16 — Waterproof,  John  G.  Gieck, 
Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  16  to  6:00  p.m.,  Jan. 
17  —  Glenmora,  Rev.  Claude  O. 
Hall,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  17  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  11  —  Oak  Ridge,  James  M. 
Poole,  Pastor.  (This  is  a  change  from 
original  schedule.) 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  18  to  6:00  p.m., 
Jan.  19  —  St.  Paul’s,  Monroe,  B.  R. 
Oliphint,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  19  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  20  —  Mangum  Memorial, 

Shreveport,  Ira  W.  Flowers,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  20  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  21  —  First  Church,  Lafayette, 
Fred  S.  Flurry,  Pastor. 

6:00  p.m.,  Jan.  21  to  6:00  p.m. 
Jan.  22  —  Rayville,  John  F.  Kilpat¬ 
rick,  Pastor. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Five- 
Month  Prayer  Vigil  which  began 
on  December  31  at  6:00  p.m.  in  two 
churches.  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  W.  E.  Trice,  Pastor;  and 
Greenwood,  A.  T.  Law,  Pastor,  will 
close  officially  at  6:00  p.m.,  May  28, 
1956  at  First  Church,  Shreveport. 
Bishop  Paul  E.Vlartm  and  the  eight 
District  Superintendents  will  assist 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor,  in  a 
brief  service  at  First  Church,* 
Shreveport,  from  5:30  to  6:00  p.m. 
on  May  28. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  will  have  a  20  hour  Prayer 
Vigil  from  6:00  p.m.,  May  28  to  2:00 
p.m.,  May  29  (the  opening  hour  of 


The  new  $200,000.00  bank  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Livingston  State  Bank  of 
Denham  Springs,  was  opened  with 
appropriate  ceremonies  on  Satur¬ 
day,  December  10. 

Above  is  a  picture  of  H.  Paul 
Odom,  President  of  the  Bank,  as 
he  receives  a  copy  of  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  from 
the  Rev.  Fred  Schwendimann,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
on  behalf  of  the  Official  Board  and 


Pictured  above  is  the  manger 
scene  that  was  shown  on  the  night 
of  December  22  at  the  Eunice  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  It  was  built  on  the 
north  side  of  the  church  where  the 
traffic  is  heaviest,  according  to  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout.  Portray¬ 
ing  the  characters  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 
The  animals  were  loaned  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  community.  The  Camp 
Fire  girls  sang  carols.  This  is  the 
third  year  the  church  has  had  the 
Nativity  scene.  It  is  reported  that 
from  6:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  that 
cars  passed  bumper  to  bumper  to 


the  Annual  Conference  session)  in 
the  Prayer  Chapel  of  the  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
College  Campus  where  the  Annual 
Conference  session  will  be  held. 

Churches  which  have  not  as  yet 
volunteered  for  the  Prayer  Vigil 
may  still  do  so  by  writing  the 
undersigned  at  208  West  Church 
Street,  Bunkie,  La.  —  W.  D.  Bod- 
die,  Chairman,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Evangelism. 


friends  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Odom  is  active  in  civic  and 
community  enterprises,  and  in  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  church.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Building  Committee 
of  the  recently  completed  sanc¬ 
tuary;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Offi¬ 
cial  Board  of  the  church  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time;  and  has  been  named  to 
serve  on  the  Building  Committee 
charged  with  the  erection  of  a  new 
educational  plant. — Reporter. 


view  the  scene. 

Mr.  Stout  says:  “We  think  this 
presentation  has  value  in  a  Catho¬ 
lic  community  because  it  presents 
a  Protestant  conception  of  the  birth 
of  Christ  and  enables  Catholics  to 
get  first  hand  information  about  our 
church.  So  many  people  in  a  Cath¬ 
olic  community  do  not  know  where 
the  Methodist  Church  is.  This  sort 
of  thing  helps  them  to  know  the 
whereabouts  of  our  church.  Its  val¬ 
ue  can  be  summed  up  under  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Public  Rela¬ 
tions.”  N 

The  Methodist  Church  at  Eunice 
led  the  Christmas  parade  with  a 
mangar  scene  float.  Thirty-seven 
floats  were  presented  by  various 
business  and  civic  clubs. 

The  Eunice  Methodist  Church  is 
in  a  campaign  to  paint  up  and  fix 
up.  The  building  has  been  painted 
inside  and  out.  The  inside  of  the 
sanctuary  has  been  remodeled  and 
repainted,  carpet  has  been  added 
and  memorial  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  have  been  put  in  every  win¬ 
dow.  The  building  has  been  air- 
conditioned.  Mr.  Stout  reports  that 
the  church  hopes  to  be  free  of  debt 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  board 
has  voted  to  plan  a  three-year  pro¬ 
gram  which  would  include  a  new 
educational  building  to  match  the 
present  one. 

MINISTERS’  CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
toy  orchestra  was  conducted  by  Rev. 
Jolly  B.  Harper.  Playing  “Jingle 
Bells”  were  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon, 
Rev.  M.  S.  Robertson,  Rev.  Porter 
M.  Caraway,  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  and 
Rev.  W.  T.  Hall. 

A  special  feature  of  the  program 
was  a  reading  by  Mrs.  Ethma  Odom 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria.  Santa  and  Mrs.  Claus  were 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Giessen  of 
LeCompte,  who  distributed  the  gifts. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Boddie  sang  “O  Holy 
Night”  accompanied  on  the  piano 
by  Mrs.  Clark  Bell.  Rev.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Jr.,  read  the  Christmas 
scripture  from  Luke’s  Gospel  and 
Rev.  W.  T.  Hall  gave  the  benedic¬ 
tion. 

The  program  was  preceded  by 
supper  provided  by  the  Parsonettes. 
— Reporter. 


MONROE  DIST.  SERVICES 

(Continue  from  page  1) 
in  the  sanctuary  at  Oak  Ridge,  and 
dedicating  the  church  plant  at  Floyd. 

Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne  is  the  Claiborne 
pastor,  Rev.  Ralph  Cain  is  pastor 
at  Memorial  Methodist,  Rev.  James 
M.  Poole  at  Oak  Ridge,  and  Rev. 
J.  B.  McCann  at  Floyd. 
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CHRISTMAS  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE 
S.L.I.  METHODIST  STUDENT  MOVEMENT 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Sadie-Mecom 

The  Sadie  Mecom  Sub-District 
met  in  Wisner  at  the  Wisner  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  the  December 
meeting.  Rev.  Harold  Hines,  pastor 
of  the  Vidalia  Methodist  Church, 
was  the  guest  speaker. 

The  theme,  “Keep  Christ  in 
Christmas,”  was  carried  out  with 
pictures  and  scenes  portraying  the 
spirit  of  Christmas.  Refreshments 
were  served  in  keeping  with  Christ¬ 
mas. 

At  the  business  session,  it  was 
reported  that  the  Thanksgiving  food 
offering  for  the  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston  was  good.  A  boy  from  the 
home  was  adopted  by  the  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  to  furnish  clothes  and  toys  for 
Christmas.  A  letter  to  Santa  from 
the  boy  stated  what  he  wanted  for 
Christmas  and  these  articles  were 
provided  by  the  Sub-District. 

The  Sub-District  also  sent  a  cash 
offering  to  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans. — Report¬ 
er. 


Central 

The  Central  Sub-District  met  at 
Fairbanks  on  December  31  for  a 
watch  night  service.  About  60  mem¬ 
bers  were  present. 

Rev.  Dois  Kennedy  and  Rev.  Bill 
Connell  were  in  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  A  short  act  was  given  by 
Rev.  Travis  Williams,  student  at 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

Three  film  strips  were  shown  and 
discussion  groups  met  afterwards. 
After  refreshments  were  served,  a 
short  play  was  presented  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  different  discussion 
groups. 

The  sacrament  was  administered 
at  the  close  of  the  service. — Report¬ 
er. 


Keener 

The  Keener  Sub-District  met  on 
December  11  at  Crossett  for  watch- 
night  services. 

The  activities  began  with  a  ban¬ 
quet  at  Rose  Inn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  McLean  were  guests.  Mrs. 
McLean  is  youth  director  at  Camp 
Tanako. 

Mrs.  McLean  led  in  recreation. 

A  communion  service  was  held  at 
midnight. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Parkdale.  —  Reporter. 


home  of  Mrs.  Hermine  Tate. 

Thirty-three  members  were  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  communion  service 
held  at  6:30  a.m.,  December  20,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  friendship  breakfast.  — 
Reporter 


Belcano 

A  communian  watchnight  serv¬ 
ice  was  sponsored  by  the  Belcano 
Sub-District  of  North  Little  Rock 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
North  Little  Rock,  for  the  adults 
and  young  people  of  the  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict. 

The  service  began  at  11:00  p.m. 
with  a  film,  “Beyond  Our  Own.” 
Rev.  J.  William  Watson,  First 
Methodist  Church,  gave  the  com¬ 
munion  meditation. 

The  Sub-District  organist,  San¬ 
dra  Ashley,  furnished  the  music. 

One  hundred  70  young  people 
and  adult  counselors  attended  the 
annual  Christmas  banquet  of  the 
Sub-District  on  December  19  in  the 
banquet  hall  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church.  Special  guests  were  25  girls 
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The  SLI  Wesley  Foundation  be¬ 
gan  its  Christmas  activities  on  De¬ 
cember  8  with  a  Christmas  sing,  led 
by  Mr.  Kilford  Neeley,  member  of 
the  SLI  music  faculty.  The  next 
planned  activity  was  the  Christmas 
caroling  done  by  the  group  at  the 
Old  Folks  Home  in  Lafayette  on 
December  11.  That  night  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  play,  “Voices,”  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Beth  Roberts, 
was  presented  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  Following  the  services, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry  held  a 
reception  for  the  MSM  members. 

On  December  13,  Rev.  Robert 
Lunday,  missionary  to  Malaya, 
spoke  to  the  group.  Mr.  Lunday  al¬ 
so  spoke  at  chapel  services  on  De¬ 
cember  14. 

“The  Living  Nativity,”  a  Christ¬ 
mas  worship  service  was  presented, 
under  the  direction  of  Carol  Ann 
Hoffpauir,  at  the  regular  Thursday 
night  meeting  on  December  15.  The 
group  decorated  the  Christmas  tree 
for  the  Christmas  party. 

“The  Old  English  Christmas”  par¬ 
ty  on  December  16  featured  “The 
Twelfth  Day  of  Christmas,”  a  skit 
by  John  Hall,  Gordon  Girod,  and 
Carl  Norton.  Students  brought  toys 
to  this  party  to  take  to  the  children 
at  Mallilieu  Methodist  Church  on 
December  18. 

After  supper  and  Fireside  Hour 
at  the  Student  Center  on  December 
18,  the  group  attended  the  Christ¬ 
mas  oratorio  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  and  then  went  caroling  to 
the  hospitals  around  Lafayette.  This 
was  followed  by  a  reception  at  the 


from  the  Arkansas  Girls’  Training 
School,  Alexandria.  Each  girl  was 
given  a  year’s  subscription  to  Power. 

Rev.  George  Wayne  Martin,  Lake- 
wood,  led  group  singing  of  carols. 
Rev.  Robert  Simpson,  Conway  Dis¬ 
trict  Youth  Director  from  Rose 
City  was  the  inspirational  speaker. 

Following  the  banquet,  Rev.  Nor¬ 
ris  Steele,  Sylvan  Hills,  met  with 
the  bowling  team  captains  from 
each  church  to  finish  plans  for  the 
Sub-District  tournament.  The  .tour¬ 
nament  began  the  first  week  in 
January.  —  Mary  Mathis,  Secretary. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

EXPENSIVE  NAGS 

Back  in  the  dim  past  when  yours 
truly  was  struggling  along  in  a  Kan¬ 
sas  high  school,  there  was  a  so-call¬ 
ed  popular  song  which  maintained 
that  someone  the  singer  knew  was 
“crazy  over  horses,  horses,  horses.” 
I  haven’t  heard  that  song  in  fifteen 
years,  I  guess,  but  the  guy  they 
wrote  about  it  is  still  with  us — even 
more  so. 

Take  a  looksee  at  the  record  for 
the  year  just  closed.  Betting  on  the 
horses  at  the  nation’s  thoroughbred 
tracks  (that  means  the  horses,  not 
the  tracks,  are  thoroughbred)  ap¬ 
parently  smashed  all  records,  al¬ 
though  there  was  a  slight  decline  in 
attendance  at  the  tracks,  so  reports 
the  Associated  Press.  Less  people, 
but  more  money. 

Incomplete  reports  from  the  24 
states  with  legal  parimutuel  wager¬ 
ing  show  that  the  betting  turnover 
hit  $2,086,636,242.00.  This  is  the 
third  straight  year  the  striped-suit 
boys  have  exceeded  the  two  bil¬ 
lion  dollar  mark.  As  far  as  attend¬ 
ance  goes,  28,827,016  persons  click¬ 
er  the  turnstiles  to  watch  the  pon¬ 
ies  carry  their  bread  and  butter 
money. 

And,  the  revenue  to  the  states  is 
up  since  it  hit  $148,888,403.00.  The  9 
million  dollar  increase  here  is  part¬ 
ly  because  some  of  the  states  upped 
their  bite  on  the  horses.  Michigan 
ran  9th  among  the  states  in  betting 
and  8th  in  attendance.  But,  at  that 
$81,362,954.00  was  wagered  by  1,- 
299,518  persons  in  attendance  at 
Michigan  tracks  during  1955.  In  my 
own  city  of  Jackson,  more  than  two 
and  a  half  million  bucks  filtered 
by  the  parimutuel  window  at  the 
local  naggery.  Of  course,  we  are 
small  potatoes  when  you  realize 
that  New  York  took  a  big  chunk  out 
of  400  million  dollars  to  lead  the 
pack  at  the  turn — of  the  year  that 
is. 

Why  bring  this  up  here?  Few  of 
the  so-called  youthful  readers  could 
have  done  much  about  calling  a  halt 
to  the  organized  gambling  interests 
that  follow  the  horses  and  the  rac¬ 
ing  season  from  track  to  track,  and 
pick  up  a  good  bit  of  the  loose  cash 


that  Americans  throw  around  there 
so  plentifully.  Not  many  of  you  are 
tempted  to  go  out  to  your  nearest 
track  and  bet  your  allowance  or 
your  wages.  But  all  of  you  can  take 
a  good  look  at  one  of  the  social 
blights  of  our  time.  Horse  racing 
(and  now  dog  racing)  is  a  sport 
which  could  not  thrive  under  its 
present  set-up  without  the  gambling 
accompaniment.  Other  sports  are 
legitimate  as  sports  which  draw  the 
interest  of  attenders  because  they 
enjoy  watching  the  activity  itself, 
and  don’t  need  a  wager  to  stir  up 
their  interest.  But  few  folks  go  to 
the  races  just  to  watch  the  horses! 

It  is  a  fact  that  one  can  bet  on 
anything  and  the  spirit  of  man 
seems  to  tingle  when  there  is  some 
risk  involved.  But,  why  men  should 
be  so  stupid  as  to  pour  their  mon¬ 
ey  into  a  trough  that  is  moving  one 
way  90  per  cent  of  the  time — away 
from  them?  Few  of  the  boys  are 
professionally  in  the  horse-racing 
business  for  their  health.  If  you 
want  to  contribute  to  their  support 
in  the  spirit  of  sweet  charity,  that’s 
one  thing.  But  don’t  bet  on  the  nags 
with  any  other  thought  in  mind  or 
you’re  likely  to  be  not  only  disap¬ 
pointed,  but  broke! 


CHERRY  VALLEY 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  Cherry  Valley  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  held  its  annual 
election  of  officers  on  January  1, 
at  its  regular  monthly  meeting. 
They  are:  President,  Kelly  Yount; 
vice-president,  Edwin  Lace;  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer,  Loretta  Parker;  re¬ 
porters,  Vonceil  Bullard  and  Sandra 
Clements. 

The  group  recently  conducted  the 
evening  service  of  the  church. 

Baskets  for  the  needy  were  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  MYF  at  Christmas. 

It  was  voted  to  send  $10.00  to  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund.  —  Vonceil 
Bullard,  Reporter. 
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GRIFFIN  MEMORIAL 
HAS  HOLIDAY  PARTIES 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Griffin  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Paragould,  had  its  annual 
Christmas  party  in  fellowship  hall 
of  the  church  Friday  night,  Decem¬ 
ber  16,  with  around  30  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  attendance.  Martha  Dollins 
was  in  charge  of  recreation. 

Refreshments  were  served  and 
gifts  exchanged. 

DID  THE  POPE  SEE 
CHRIST? 

Read  the  article  by  a  converted  priest, 
who  Just  returned  from  the  Vatican,  in  the 
Convert  magazine — subsc.  $2.00  per  year 

THE  CONVERT,  P.  O.  BOX  90, 
CLAIRTON,  PENNA. 


The  annual  New  Year’s  Eve  par¬ 
ty  was  held  in  fellowship  hall  with 
around  16  young  people  present. 

Martha  Dollins  was  in  charge  of 
recreation.  Refreshments  were  serv¬ 
ed  to  the  group. 

After  the  party  the  group  held 
the  watchnight  service  at  the 
church.  Communion  was  taken  as 
the  new  year  came  in. — Reporter. 
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Charge  and 

Church 


Dist. 

Supt. 


Bishops 
I  Fund 


Conf. 

Claim. 


W.  S. 


Comb. 

Fund 


Sulphur  Springs  .  62.501 

White  HaU  .  150.00 

REDFIELD  .  80.00 

RISON 

Mt.  Carmel  .  15.00 

Rison  .  172.50 

ROE  CT. 

Roe  .  64.001 

Hunters  Chapel  .  30.001 

Shiloh  .  27. 00 1 

Ulm  .  16.00| 

ROWELL  CT.  ! 

Mt.  Olivet  .  50.00 

Prosperity  .  35.00 

Union  .  35.00 

Wesley  Chapel  .  10.00 

ST.  CHARLES 

Pleasant  Grove  .  55.50 

St.  Charles  .  94.50 

Sheridan  .  200.00 

Moores  Chapel  .  6.00 

New  Hope  .  12.50 

SHERRILI^TOMBERLIN 

Sherrill  .  105.00 

Tomberlin  .  85.00 

Tucker  .  20.00 

STUTTGART 

First  Church  .  290.00 

Grand  Ave .  310.00 

TOTAL  . $5815.25 
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58  00  435.00  29.00  58.00  40.00 
65.00  450.00  35.00  50.00  50.00 

...... _ _  1446.50  8163.23  519.50|  1408.25  830.67 

ADVANCE-  Pine  Bluff  District  $50.00,  Almyra  $75.00,  Wabbeseka  $25.00,  Lodges  Corner 
$37  50  England  $100.00,  Gould  $10.00,  Humnoke  $50.00,  Carr  Mem.,  Pine  Bluff  $99.98, 
Hawley  Mem  Pine  Bluff  $75.00,  Lakeside  $100.00,  Wesley  $25.00,  Tucker  $25.00, 
First  Church,  Stuttgart  $250.00,  Grand  Ave.,  Stuttgart  $300.00.  ^  48 

WORLD-WIDE  COMMUNION:  Almyra  $18.05,  Wabbeseka  $10.00,  Lodges  Corner  $25.00 
Carthage  $10.00  DeWitt  $62.75,  England  $81.00,  Gillett  $51.05,  Glendale  $6.00,  Gould 
$8.00,  Grady  $16.00,  Humphrey  $14.50,  Humnoke  $5.00,  Keo  $5.00,  Leola  $18.60,  Camp- 
shed  $3.00,  Prairie  Union  $14.50,  Carr  Mem.,  Pine  Bluff  $50.00,  First  Church,  Pine 
—  ....  — ,  n.:n.  **■  in  nn  Hawley  Mem.  $70.00,  Lakeside  $100.00,  St.  Lukes 


Pleasant 
$5.00, 


M. 


Bluff  $134.52,  Good  Faith  $15.00,  iiawiey  iviem.  ?/u.uv,  i^anesiue  $100.00, 

$3.01,  Wesley  $12.16,  Sulphur  Springs  $3.70,  Whitehall  $12.05,  Roe  $4.00  Shi 
Ulm  $5  00  Mt  Olivet  $3.00,  Prosperity  $4.00,  Union  $4.00,  Wesley  $2.00, 

Grove*  $5.00,  St.  Charles  $8.00,  New  Hope  $8.50,  Sherrill  $20.00,  Tomberlin 
Tucker  $5.50,  First  Church,  Stuttgarf  $100.00,  Grand  Ave.,  Stuttgart  $5  06 

Total  . $1,432.95 

STUDENT  DAY:  Good  Faith  $10.00,  Grand  Ave.,  Stuttgart  $48.00. 

Total  . $58.00 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  DAY:  Almyra  $15.00,  Altheimer  $15.00,  Wabbeseka  $2.50,  DeWitt 
$55  00  England  $50.00,  Gillett  $25.00,  Center  Grove  $2.00,  Gould  $5.00,  Grady  $10.00, 
Humphrey  $10.00,  Keo  $7.00,  Leola  $5.00,  Campshed  $5.00,  DeLuce  $2.00,  Prairie 
Union  $3  00,  Carr  Mem.,  Pine  Bluff  $17.52,  First  Church,  Pine  Bluff  $120.00,  Good 
Faith  $20.00,  Hawley  Mem.  $40.00,  St.  Lukes  $10.00,  Wesley  $5.00,  Sulphur  Springs 
$5  00  White  Hall  $2.50,  Mt.  Carmel  $1.50,  Rison  $15.00,  Mt.  Olivet  $3.00,  Union 
$3  00’  Weslev  $1.00,  Pleasant  Grove  $5.00,  St.  Charles  $5.00,  Sherrill  $10.00,  Tomber¬ 
lin  $5.00,  Tucker  $4.00,  First  Church,  Stuttgart  $55.00.  _ 

Total  .  . $539.02 

Y  F  •  Almyra  $24.54,  Lodge  Corner  $25.00,  Grady  $15.00,  Carr  Mem.,  Pine  Bluff 
$7.00,  Good  Faith  $5.00,  Lakeside  $22.20,  Sheridan  $12.00,  First  Church,  Stuttgart 
$10.65,  Grand  Ave.,  Stuttgart  $162.34. 

Total  . $283.73 

RACE  RELATION:  First  Church,  Stuttgart  $25.00. 

Total  . $25.00 

CAMP:  First  Church,  Pine  Bluff  $122.00  . $122.00 

NOVEMBER  SPECIAL:  Almyra  $18.00,  Altheimer  $22.00,  Wabbeseka  $10.00, 

$100  00,  England  $160.00,  Gillett  $25.00,  Crigler  $10.00,  Gould  $20.00,  Grady 

Humphrey  $28.00,  Humnoke  $31.50,  Leola  $15.00,  Hunters  Chapel  $5.00,  Campshed 
$13  00  Prairie  Union  $15.00,  First  Church,  Pine  Bluff  $147.73,  Good  Faith  $25.00, 
Hawley  Mem  Pine  Bluff  $50.00,  Lakeside  $100.00,  Rison  $22.00,  Hunters  Chapel 
$3  00  Shiloh  $8.00;  Ulm  $10.00,  Sheridan  $35.00,  New  Hope  $14.45,  Sherrill  $37.00, 
Tomberlin  $10.00,  Tucker  $8.45,  First  Church,  Stuttgart  $225.00,  Grand  Ave.,  Stuttgart 

?115Total  . $1,304.63 

1000  CLUB:  Pine  Bluff  District  $1,020.00  . 

DISTRICT  *  Roe  $19.00  . $19.00 

retired  "  MINISTERS  DAY  :  Hunters  Chapel  $5.00,  Hunters  Chapel,  Roe  Ct.  $4.00, 
Shiloh  $8.00,  Ulm  $10.00.  . 

Total  . $27.00 

DISTRICT  TOTALS  . . $36,919.40 


DeWitt 

$21.50, 


Like  to 


close  your  windows 


this  way? 


Some  day  you  will.  Electrically,  just  by  pushing 
a  button— right  from  your  warm  bed  if  you  wish. 
Your  lights  will  go  on  automatically  as  rooms 
grow  dark.  You’ll  cook  meals  in  seconds.  Electric 
clocks  and  lamps  will  work  without  cords. 

You’ll  need  more  low-price  electricity  for  this 
wonderful  electric  living— and  it  will  be  ready 
and  waiting  for  you.  Because  the  more  than  400 
independent  electric  light  and  power  companies 
don’t  have  to  wait  for  an  Act  of  Congress  or  tax 
money  from  the  Treasury  to  build  ahead  for 
your  future  needs. 

That’s  one  reason  why  you  benefit  most  when 
you  are  served  by  independent  electric  com¬ 
panies  like  this  one. 


POWER  &  LIGHT 

^om/umy 


m. 


MUTING  IVIID  At  KANSAS 


RECAPITULATION 


District 

Amt. 

Receipt 

D.  S. 

B.  F. 

C.  C. 

M.  S.  P. 

M.  S.  C. 

W.  S.  &  Conf. 

Ben. 

Tele¬ 

vision 

G.  &  J. 

Adv. 

C.  S. 

Day 

M.  Y.  F. 

Area 

Fund 

ARTfAnF.T.PHIA 

....  $26,508.02 

$  4,106.30 

$  993.25 

$  6,196.25 

$  147.00 

$  927.50 

$  8,612.33  $ 

111.80 

$  604.15 

$  373.25 

$  692.00 

$  514.14 

$  25.72 

CAMDEN . 

HOPE . 

LITTLE  ROCK . 

MONTICELLO . 

PINE  BLUFF . 

TOTALS . 

45,598.96 

?  5,864.98 

1,614.97 

10,031.37 

394.91 

1,592.72 

14,558.73 

421.50 

1,020.27 

2,458.58 

997.24 

365.60 

96.95 

32  140.63 

4,478.61 

947.55 

5,819.97 

184.70 

860.79 

12,031.07 

276.81 

664.93 

1,915.67 

738.50 

267.90 

63.67 

50,152.40 

6^269.69 

1,579.91 

8,397.70 

204.50 

1,238.05 

16,816.34 

356.72 

1,089.17 

4,297.61 

698.50 

664.12 

82.05 

.  28,891.80 

4^694.50 

970.10 

6,941.95 

425.65 

914.80 

9,955.67 

297.73 

438.64 

402.50 

352.92 

234.82 

68.50 

.  36,919.40 

5,815.25 

1,446.50 

8,163.25 

519.50 

1,408.25 

11,743.05 

375.65 

830.67 

1,222.48 

539.02 

283.73 

86.40 

.  220,211.21 

31,229.33 

7,552.28 

45,550.59 

1,876.26 

6,942.11 

73,717.19 

1,840.21 

4,647.83 

10,670.09 

4,018.18 

2,330.31 

423.29 

District 

R.  M. 
Day 

Camp 

Fund 

1000 

Club 

Meth. 

Inf. 

Inter. 

Co-Op 

Nov. 

Spec. 

Week  of 
Dedication 

Race 

Relation 

W.  W. 
Com. 

Wesley 

Fd. 

Student 

Day 

District 

Hendrix 

Endowment 

Temp. 

Film 

ARTC  ATYFT/PHTA 

....  $  119.00 

$  15.00 

$  560.00 

$  58.13 

$  83.85 

$1,204.33 

$  . 

$  15.00 

$  916.67 

$  5.00 

$  32.35 

$  165.00 

$  5.00 

$  25.00 

p  A  TVmTT.M 

194.73 

176.00 

820.00 

219.18 

316.12 

2,069.81 

50.50 

35.00 

1,610.20 

299.50 

390.10 

. 

HOPE 

65.00 

200.00 

400.00 

143.96 

207.63 

1,015.73 

83.00 

300.00 

1,217.03 

15.00 

48.00 

195.11 

T.TTTT.TT.  'ROPTC 

131.50 

260.00 

3,140.00 

185.50 

267.54 

1,604.25 

65.00 

2,229.48 

46.15 

528.62 

MnTJT'TPF.T  .T  n 

203.13 

97.00 

540.00 

154.78 

223.29 

820.98 

1.00 

12.50 

1,061.09 

55.00 

25.25 

27.00 

122.00 

1,020.00 

195.33 

281.74 

1,304.63 

25.00 

1,432.95 

58.00 

19.00 

TOTALS . 

740.36 

870.00 

6,480.00 

856.88 

1,380.17 

8,019.73 

199.50 

387.50 

8,467.42 

5.00 

506.00 

1,175.97 

5.00 

220.11 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

L«««on  eased  an  "International  Sunday  School  Leaaone;  the  International 
•  Ible  Leaaone  for  Christian  Teaching.”  copyrighted  1SS1  by  the  Division  of 
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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  DISCIPLESHIP 

LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  22,  1956 

/ 


READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Luke  14: 


MEMORY  SELECTION:  Every  one  who  exalts  him¬ 
self  will  be  humbled,  and  he  who  humbles  himself  will  be 
exalted.  (Luke  14:11) 


This  is  the  fourth  and  last  lesson 
of  UNIT  VI:  “CORRECTING 
WRONG  SLANTS  ON  LIFE”.  The 
aim  of  the  unit  was  “to  confront 
the  student  with  some  of  the  pit- 
falls  resulting  from  false  notions  of 
life’s  purpose  and  also  with  the  need 
for  repentance.” 

The  first  lesson  of  the  unit  dealt 
with  the  peril  of  insincerity.  The 
Pharisees  were  insincere.  Their  re¬ 
ligion  was  too  legalistic;  it  was  all 
a  matter  of  outward  form.  They 
were  more  careful  about  going 
through  acts  of  ceremonial  cleansing 
than  they  were  the  cleansing  of  their 
lives.  The  Lord  went  on  to  tell  them, 
“Now  you  Pharisees  cleanse  the  out¬ 
side  of  the  cup  and  of  the  dish,  but 
inside  you  are  full  of  extortion  and 
wickedness.” 

The  second  lesson  had  to  do  with 
confidence  in  God.  The  Lord  warned 
the  people  that  they  were  worry¬ 
ing  too  much  about  the  material 
side  of  life;  food,  clothing,  shelter, 
etc.  while  they  neglected  and  ignor¬ 
ed  the  spiritual  values.  He  advised 
them  to  put  first  things  first;  to 
put  God  and  obedience  to  his  will 
as  the  first  consideration  of  life. 
He  insisted  that  if  they  would  do 
this  these  other  necessities  of  life 
would  be  added  to  them.  There  is 
a  place  in  life  for  material  things 
but  they  must  not  come  first. 

The  third  lesson  dealt  with  the 
all-important  matter  of  repentance. 
At  the  time  of  the  events  of  the 
lesson  the  Jews  believed  that  calam¬ 
ities  and  misfortunes  came  upon 
people  as  a  judgment  from  God  be¬ 
cause  of  their  sins.  They  told  the 
Lord  of  the  Galileans  who  had  been 
slain  at  the  altar  of  sacrifice  by 
order  of  Pilate.  Their  blood  mingled 
with  that  of  the  animals  which  were 
being  offered.  They  also  told  him  of 
eighteen  people  on  whom  the  tower 
of  Siloam  fell  crushing  them  to 
death.  The  Lord  sensed  the  fact, 
that  the  people  who  were  making 
these  reports  to  him  felt  that  they 
were  righteous  and  that  that  was 
the  reason  such  calamities  had  not 
come  upon  them.  He  warned  them 
they  were  also  sinners  and  if  they 
failed  to  repent  they  would  perish. 
They  did  fail  to-repent  and  in  later 
years  they  did*  perish  just  as  he 
said  they  would.  The  Lord  felt  that 
all  suffering  was  not  occasioned  by 
sin,  and  that  all  were  sinners  and 
therefore  needed  to  repent. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today — “Requirements  for  Disciple- 
ship”.  As  we  study  this  lesson  we 
should  keep  in  mind  the  aim  as 
set  forth  in  The  Adult  Student:  “To 
see  the  danger  of  magnifying  secu¬ 
lar  interest  in  life  and  to  examine 
some  of  the  requirements  of  Chris¬ 
tian  discipleship.” 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

To  fully  understand  the  lesson,  it 
is  necessary  to  note  the  entire  14th 
chapter  of  Luke.  In  the  beginning  of 


this  chapter  we  have  the  account  of 
a  certain  Pharisee  inviting  the  Lord 
into  his  home  for  lunch.  A  sick  man 
was  present.  It  was  the  sabbath  day. 
The  Lord  knew  how  the  Pharisees 
felt  about  his  healing  on  the  sab¬ 
bath.  He  raised  the  question  with 
them,  “Is  it  lawful  to  heal  on  the 
sabbath  day?”  The  lawyers  and 
Pharisees  who  were  present  kept 
silent.  Then  Jesus  reminded  them 
that  they  cared  for  their  lower  ani¬ 
mals  in  cases  of  emergency  on  the 
sabbath.  Here  was  a  man  with  the 
dropsy.  He  was  of  far  more  value 
than  lower  animals.  If  the  law  per¬ 
mitted  a  man  to  feed  and  water  his 
beasts  on  the  sabbath  and  to  pull 
them  out  of  a  pit  if  they  fell  there¬ 
in,  surely  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  healing  a  man  on  the  sabbath. 
Hence  Jesus  healed  him. 

The  Lord  then  noted  how  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  been  invited  to  this 
particular  feast  were  seeking  the 
places  of  honor  for  themselves.  He 
warned  them  not  to  do  it.  He  point¬ 
ed  out  the  fact  that  if  they  did  this, 
and  then  more  honorable  guests 
than  themselves  should  come  it 
would  be  an  embarrassment  both  to 
themselves  and  to  their  host,  who 
would  have  to  insist  that  they  take 
lower  places  for  themselves  and  thus 
make  room  for  the  others.  Jesus  felt 
that  it  was  always  better  to  take 
the  lowest  place  and  then  if  the 
host  and  others  present  at  the  feast 
saw  that  you  needed  something  bet¬ 
ter  you  would  be  invited  to  come 
up  higher.  This  would  give,  one  a 
good  standing  in  the  eyes  of  all 
who  were  present  at  the  feast. 

In  this  particular  parable  the  Lord 
was  teaching  the  spirit  of  humility 
as  set  over  against  the  spirit  of 
self-seeking.  Self-seeking;  the  de¬ 
sire  to  put  one’s  self  in  the  lime¬ 
light  was  very  prevalent  in  the  time 
of  Christ’s  sojourn  in  the  flesh,  and 
it  is  no  less  prevalent  now. 

On  'the  other  hand  humility  is 
one  of  the  great  virtues  of  life.  The 
humble  person  is  unselfish.  He  re¬ 
joices  in  seeing  others  do  well.  He 
knows  how  to  be  contented  with 
whatever  lot  he  has.  The  Lord  can 
use  a  humble  person,  for  after  all 
he  knows  that  this  person  will  give 
God  the  glory  for  whatever  he  is 
able  to  accomplish  in  his  name.  God 
accomplishes  his  work  for  men 
largely  through  men,  as  instruments. 
The  humble  are  willing  to  surrender 
their  lives  to  him  and  let  him  work 
through  them. 

It  does  not  do  much  good  for  a 
person  to  try  to  exalt  himself.  He 
usually  finds  his  efforts  fruitless  and 
in  the  final  analysis  himself  brought 
low.  In  our  Memory  Selection  Christ 
goes  on  to  declare,  “Every  one  who 
exalts  himself  will  be  humbled,  and 
every  one  who  humbles  himself  will 
be  exalted.” 

This  brings  us  to  the  portion  of 
our  printed  text,  and  we  find  the 


Lord  giving  some  good  advice  to 
those  who  were  hosts  at  feasts.  He 
warned  that  such  a  person  should 
be  careful  not  to  merely  invite  his 
relatives  and  well-to-do  friends  who 
in  turn  could  put  on  a  banquet  and 
return  the  favor  by  inviting  him. 
On  the  contrary  the  host  was  to  in¬ 
vite  “the  poor,  the  maimed,  the 
lame,  the  blind”;  people  who  could 
not  repay  him,  and  for  such  pro¬ 
cedure  he  would  get  credit  before 
the  Lord. 

This  statement  of  the  Lord  pleased 
one  of  the  guests  who  was  present 
for  we  hear  him  saying,  “Blessed  is 
he  who  shall  eat  bread  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God!” 

The  Jews  at  that  time  were  think¬ 
ing  and  talking  a  great  deal  about 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  They  were 
looking  forward  to  its  coming  as  a 
time  of  great  feasting  and  rejoicing. 
They  felt  that  the  fact  that  they 
were  offsprings  of  Abraham  would 
give  them  a  clear  title  to  member¬ 
ship  in  it.  The  very  man  who  made 
this  statement  felt  that  he  would  be 
oqe  of  the  favored  group.  The  Lord 
then  spoke  a  parable  to  warn  him 
and  others  about  being  too  certain 
of  their  calling  and  election. 

In  his  parable  the  Lord  told  of 
a  man  who  made  a  great  feast  and 
invited  many  guests.  Finally  when 
all  things  were  ready  the  second  in¬ 
vitation  went  out.  The  custom  in 
those  days  wa's  to  send  two  invita¬ 
tions.  The  failure  to  send  the  second 
automatically  canceled  the  first. 
Feasts  were  rather  expensive  and 
money  was  not  so  plentiful  in  those 
days.  Before  preparing  his  feast, 
therefore,  the  host  wanted  to  make 
certain  that  the  people  would  come. 
The  second  invitation  was  to  let 
them  know  that  the  feast  was  ready 
for  them.  It  will  be  noted  that  these 
people  who  refused  the  second  in¬ 
vitation  were  individuals  who  had 
accepted  the  first.  This  made  their 
refusal  all  the  uglier. 

Long  before  this  time  the  Jews 
had  received  an  invitation  to  the 
great  Kingdom  Feast.  Their  prophets 
had  told  them  of  the  coming  King- 
.dom  and  had  informed  them  that 
the  Messiah  would  come  to  reign. 
The  thing  happened  as  they  said  it 
would.  The  Kingdom,  at  least  in 
germ  form,  had  arrived,  and  the 
Messiah  was  on  hand  and  was  ex¬ 
tending  to  them  the  second  and  final 
invitation. 

These  invited  guests  refused  to 
come.  For  their  failure  they  began 
to  make  excuses.  Note  how  frivolous 
these  excuses  were:  one  had  bought 
some  land  and  he  had  to  go  see  it; 
another  had  purchased  some  oxen 
and  he  had  to  go  try  them  out; 
still  another  had  married  a  wife  and 
had  to  stay  at  home  with  her.  Think 
refusing  to  come  because  he  had 
never  seen,  and  another  buying  sev¬ 
eral  yoke  of  oxen  that  he  had  never 
tried.  Such  procedure  was  foolish 
indeed!  Then,  too,  the  seeing  the 
land  and  trying  the  oxen  at  that 
particular  time  would  not  change 
the  condition.  The  bargains  were 
already  struck  and  the  trades  closed. 
If  mistakes  had  been  made  it  was 
too  hate  to  rectify  them.  The  most 
foolish  excuse  of  all  was  the  man 
refusin  gto  come  because  he  had^ 
married  a  wife.  All  husbands  and 
wives  need  to  feast  themselves  at 
the  spiritual  banquet  board  of  God 
and  until  this  is  done  there  will  be 
an  ever  increasing  number  of  di¬ 
vorces. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  the 
whole  situation  is  simply  this:  these 
people  were  giving  first  consider¬ 
ation  to  the  material  needs  of  life. 
They  were  putting  second  things 


first.  The  greatest  enemy  of  the 
best  is  not  the  worst,  but  the  sec¬ 
ond  best.  This  particular  guest  who 
had  spoken  so  confidently  to  the 
Lord  about  eating  bread  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  was  refusing  at 
that  very  moment  to  do  that  thing. 
He  had  not  put  his  trust  in  the 
Lord;  he  had  not  become  one  of 
his  disciples,  and  that  was  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary  if  one  were  to  become 
a  member  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  enjoy  the  fruits  thereof. 

The  Jews  turned  down  the  in¬ 
vitation  to  membership  in  the  King¬ 
dom  for  which  they  had  been  pray¬ 
ing  during  several  generations.  That 
is  one  of  the  saddest  facts  of  all 
history.  The  Jews  by  inclination 
have  always  been  the  most  religious 
people  in  the  world.  There  is  no 
telling  what  they  might  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  had  they  re¬ 
sponded  to  this  invitation. 

The  invitation  then  went  out  to 
the  Gentile  world.  This  does  not 
mean  that  the  Gentiles  would  not 
have  been  invited  had  the  Jews  ac¬ 
cepted.  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  for 
all,  and  there  is  ample  room  in  it 
for  all.  “It  pleased  Christ  by  the 
grace  of  God  to  taste  death  for 
every  man.”  “He  willeth  not  the 
death  of  any  but  desires  that  all  be 
saved.” 

This  invitation  that  went  out  to 
the  Gentiles  was  also  a  double  in¬ 
vitation.  First  we  read  the  com¬ 
mand,  “Qo  out  quickly  to  the  streets 
and  lanes  of  the  city,  and  bring  in 
the  poor  and  maimed  and  blind  and 
lame.”  The  servant  did  this  and  he 
reported  back  “still  there  is  room.” 
Then  another  command  was  issued, 
“Go  out  to  the  highways  and  hedges, 
and  compel  people  to  come  in,  that 
my  house  may  be  filled.” 

The  word  “compel”  does  not  mean 
the  use  of  physical  force.  One  can¬ 
not  herd  people  up  like  a  flock  of 
sheep  and  drive  them  into  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God.  This  term  rather  means 
the  using  to  the  fullest  extent  the 
great  constraining  power  of  love. 
Paul  said,  “The  love  of  Christ  con- 
straineth  us.” 

The  Lesson  For  Us 

It  is  very  easy  for  us  to  sit  back 
and  pity  the  people  who  refused 
the  invitation  of  the  Lord  in  the 
long  ago.  We  might  feel  that  had 
we  been  in  their  place  we  would 
have  accepted,  but  do  we  have  as¬ 
surance  that  such  would  have  been 
the  case?  Literally  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  the  Gentile  people  are 
turning  down  the  same  invitation 
today,  and  they  are  doing  it  for  the 
same  reason  that  those  did  in  the 
long  ago — they  are  putting  second 
things  first  in  life. 

Aren’t  you  acquainted  with  the 
many  excuses  that  people  give  in 
refusing  to  do  their  duty  today? 
Here  is  a  man  who  is  cooped  up  in 
his  office  all  the  week  and  he  cannot 
look  after  his  spiritual  interest  on 
Sunday,  for  he  has  got  to  take  care 
of  his  physical  health.  He  must 
either  be  out  on  some  fishing  lake 
or  stream  or  on  the  golf  course.  On 
and  on  we  could  go,  but  our  space 
is  running  out.  Use  your  imagina¬ 
tion.  You  know  what  these  excuses 
are.  It  is  the  same  old  story;  materi¬ 
al  things  are  getting  first  consider¬ 
ation  while  the  spiritual  values  are 
either  neglected  or  forgotten. 


5,000  S  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes,  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list 

Georg*  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  S,  III. 
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Selected  representati  ov  ne 

South  Central  Jurisdictio.  at¬ 

tending  a  four-day  television  work¬ 
shop  being  held  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas,  Monday,  Jan¬ 
uary  16,  through  Thursday,  January 
19.  This  workship  is  held  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  jurisdictional 
radio  and  film  commission  which  is 
headed  by  Rev.  Robert  E.  Goodrich, 
Jr.,  who  is  host  pastor. 

Among  the  leaders  are  Dr.  Harold 
Wigren,  chief  of  the  audio-visual 
and  television  of  the  Houston  Inde¬ 
pendent  School  System;  Dr.  Dallas 
Smythe  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
Urbana,  the  man  who  directs  most 
of  the  television  research  for  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company  and 
similar  organizations,  and  Dr.  Henry 
Spencer  of  the  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission,  The  Methodist  Church, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Attending  from  Louisiana  are  Dr. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Alexandria;  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice, 
Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  La¬ 
fayette;  Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Lake 
Charles;  Rev.  George  W.  Pomeroy, 
Monroe;  Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas, 
Rev^  D.  W.  Poole,  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex, 
Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert,  New  Orleans; 
Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck,  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  John  J.  Ras¬ 
mussen,  Shreveport. 

Centenary  Choir 
Concert  Tour 

The  gratitude  felt  by  a  one-time 
Hungarian  immigrant  for  the  bless¬ 
ings  encountered  in  America  once 
again  will  benefit  the  Centenary 
College  Choir. 

For  the  seventh  consecutive  year, 
Julius  Szodomka,  owner  of  the  Dixie 
Machine  Works  and  several  other 
successful  businesses  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  will  sponsor  the  choir’s  con¬ 
cert  in  the  Crescent  City. 

The  concert  will  be  the  third  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  agenda  for  the  1956 
mid-semester  tour  of  A.  C.  “Cheesy” 
Voran’s  49  young  singers.  The  tour 
will  get  under  way  Sunday  and  ex¬ 
tend  through  February  13.  It  will 
include  13  formal  concerts  as  well 
as  a  number  of  impromptu  concerts 
in  South  Louisiana  and  East  Texas. 

Szodomka,  whose  story  is  one 
of  the  legends  of  the  New  Orleans 
waterfront,  will  treat  the  choir 
members  to  dinner  at  one  of  the 
city’s  famous  French  restaurants  be¬ 
fore  the  concert  at  8:15  p.  m.  Tues¬ 
day  in  McAlister  Auditorium  on  the 
Tulane  University  campus.  Guests 
at  the  concert  will  be  limited  to 
those  personally  invited  by  Szod¬ 
omka,  who  will  foot  all  the  bills. 
The  following  morning,  the  choir 
members  will  take  a  tour  up  the 
Mississippi  on  the  state’s  “good  will 
yacht”,  with  all  arrangements  made 
by  Szodomka. 

Szodomka  sponsors  the  New  Or- 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Floyd  Methodist  Church 
Dedicated 

The  Floyd  Methodist  Church  was 
formally  dedicated  at  a  special  serv¬ 
ice  at  the  church  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  January  8. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  preached 
the  dedication  sermon.  He  was  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  service-by  Rev.  James 
T.  Harris,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District;  Rev.  Don  Al- 
verson,  who  was  pastor  of  the 
church  during  the  time  it  was  built, 
and  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann,  present  pas¬ 
tor. 

Stewards  presenting  the  church 
for  dedication  were  J.  S.  White,  M. 
W.  Holley,  and  W.  C.  Talley. 

Also  attending  the  service  were 
Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  Mrs.  James  T. 
Harris,  Mrs.  Don  Alverson  and 
daughter,  Donice,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mc¬ 
Cann,  and  friends  from  other 
churches  in  the  surrounding  area. 

The  Floyd  church  was  built  in 
1950. 


Theme  For  Essay 
Contest  Announced 

The  Boards  of  Education  and 
Temperance  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  are  cooperating  in  the  an¬ 
nual  Temperance  Essay  Contest  to 
begin  in  the  local  church  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  The  theme  for  1956  is  “The 
Truth  About  Beer”.  The  contest  is 
open  to  all  Methodist  high  school 
students.  Write  to  the  Rev.  Frank 
C.  Collins,  Elton,  Louisiana,  and  to 
Dr.  Earl  Hotalen,  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  for  study  materials. 

District  runoffs  will  be  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  26-March  4.  State  finals  will 
be  held  in  Alexandria,  March  25. 

Prizes  are:  Local  church,  $5,  $3, 
$2.  District,  $13,  $7,  $5.  Finals,  $100, 
$50,  $25,  $15. 


New  Scholarship 
Established  At 
Centenary 

An  endowed  scholarship  has  been 
established  at  Centenary  College  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Cappel  of  Alex¬ 
andria  in  memory  of  their  daughter, 
the  late  Miss  Martha  Cappel. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cappel  gave  the  col¬ 
lege  100  shares  of  Republic  Steel 
stock  with  a  par  value  of  more  than 
$5,000  at  the  time  the  contribution 
was  made.  Earnings  from  the  stock 
will  be  used  to  finance  the  scholar¬ 
ship  at  Centenary. 

R.  Leonard  Cooke,  Centenary  vice 
president  and  chairman  of  the 
scholarship  committee,  said  the 
scholarship  will  be  known  as  the 
Martha  Cappel  Memorial  Scholar¬ 
ship  and  will  provide  from  $200  to 
$250,  or  about  two-thirds,  of  the 
college  expenses  for  one  student  for 
a  full  academic  year.  Selection  of 
the  recipient  will  be  left  to  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  scholarship  commit¬ 
tee,  but  the  financial  need  of  the 
applicants  will  be  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  in  making  the  selection. 

Miss  Cappel  lost  her  life  in  an 
automobile  accident  in  1939  at  the 
age  of  16.  Her  father,  who  has 
practiced  medicine  in  Alexandria 
for  more  than  three  decades,  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria  and  a  civic 
leader  in  the  community. 

A  son,  Jack  T.  Cappel  Jr.,  was 
graduated  from  Centenary  as  a  pre- 
medical  student  in  1949,  earned  his 
medical  degree  at  Tulane  Univer¬ 
sity’s  medical  school  and  now  is 
serving  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
U.  S.  Air  Force  Hospital  in  London, 
England. 


FAITH  HEALING  MEETINGS 
UNDER  FIRE  IN  MANILA 

Manila  (RNS) — City  and  national 
health  officers  have  urged  cancel¬ 
lation  of  the  permit  granted  Amer- 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Mis¬ 
sionary  Secretary,  Rev.  D.  L.  Mc¬ 
Guire,  Park  Avenue  Church, 
Shreveport,  announces  that  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Methodist  Indian 
Mission  Conference  in  Oklahoma 
will  visit  each  of  the  eight  Districts 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Janu¬ 
ary  17-27. 

One  of  the  visitors  will  be  Dr. 
Dewey  Etchieson,  General  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Indian  Mission  Con¬ 
ference.  Dr.  Etchieson  is  a  46-year- 
old  native  of  Oklahoma.  He  was 
educated  at  East  Central  State  Col¬ 
lege,  Ada,  Oklahoma,  Southeastern 
State  College,  Durant,  and  Okla¬ 
homa  University,  Norman.  He 
served  as  pastor  of  several  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  from  1932  until  1941, 
when  he  was  appointed  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Western  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Indian  Mission  Confer¬ 
ence.  In  1947  he  succeeded  the  Rev. 
W.  U.  Witt  as  General  Superintend¬ 
ent.  His  outstanding  work  in  this 
field  was  recognized  when  he  was 
awarded  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  De¬ 
gree  by  Oklahoma  City  University 
in  May,  1953.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Etchieson 
have  two  children:  a  daughter,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Ann,  is  serving  as  Director  of 
Religious  Education  in  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Guymon,  Oklahoma; 
and  a  son,  Dewey  Wayne,  is  a  fresh¬ 
man  at  Oklahoma  City  University. 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission 
Conference  is  divided  into  the  East¬ 
ern,  Central  and  Western  Districts, 
and  serves  the  following  Tribes: 
Apache,  Arapaho,  Cheyenne,  Cher¬ 
okee,  Chickasaw,  Comanche,  Creek, 
Euchee,  Choctaw,  Kiowa,  Osage, 
Ponca,  Sac-And-Fox,  Seminole,  and 
Shawnee. 

A  full-blooded  Choctaw,  the  Rev. 
H.  W.  Anderson,  is  serving  as  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Eastern 
District,  and  will  accompany  Dr. 
Etchieson  on  the  visit.  He  will  speak 
in  each  District  from  the  Indian’s 
viewpoint  of  the  work  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  among  his  people.  Dr. 
Etchieson  says  this  outstanding 
Indian  minister  “has  an  excellent 
command  of  the  English  language 
and  is  one  of  the  most  gifted  speak¬ 
ers  I  have  ever  known.  He  worked 
for  more  than  twenty  years  in  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  of  the 
Federal  Government  before  coming 
to  us.  There  is  no  one  better  fitted 
to  represent  our  work.” 

The  respective  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  and  District  Missionary 
Secretaries  will  notify  local  church¬ 
es  when  the  Oklahoma  visitors  can 
be  heard  in  District  or  sub-district 
rallies  in  Minden,  Bernice,  Monroe, 
Alexandria,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Or- 
'  leans,  Houma,  Lafayette,  Eunice, 
Lake  Charles,  Sulphur,  Leesville, 
and  Shreveport. 


ican  evangelist  Oral  Roberts  to  hold 
faith-healing  sessions  here. 

They  contend  that  the  outdoor  ral¬ 
lies  which  have  been  drawing  night¬ 
ly  crowds  of  5,000  are  a  health  men¬ 
ace. 


USA  Methodists  Will  Entertain  World  Conference 


By  Methodist 
Information 


Four  officers  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  join 
with  other  leaders  in  New  York  to  complete  plans  for 
the  Ninth  World  Methodist  Conference  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  North  Carolina,  August  27 -September  12,  1956. 

Shown  in  the  picture  are  (clockwise  beginning  in 
the  foreground) :  Mrs.  Harold  Smith,  Hasbrouck  Heights, 
New  Jersey;  Dr.  Gerald  O.  McCulloh,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Dr. 
Elmer  T.  Clark,  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Methodist  Council;  Bishop  Ivan  Lee 
Holt,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  president  of  the  World  Meth¬ 


odist  Council;  Miss  Dorothy  McConnell,  New  York;  Dr. 
E.  Benson  Perkins,  Birmingham,  England,  secretary  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council;  Dr.  Harold  Roberts,  Rich¬ 
mond  College,  Surrey,  England,  vice  president,  World 
Methodist  Council;  Dr.  Oscar  Thomas  Olson,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  chairman,  U.S.A.;  Dr.  T.  Otto  Nall,  Chicago;  Dr. 
Karl  Quimby,  New  York  City. 

Meeting  with  the  group  at  other  sessions  were 
Charles  C.  Parlin,  New  York;  Bishop  B.  W.  Doyle  of 
the  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Bishop  W. 
J.  Walls  of  the  A.M.E.  Zion  Church. 


World  Methodist 
Conference  At  Lake 
Junaluska  In  September 

A  summons  to  the  Methodists  of 
every  continent  to  send  represen¬ 
tatives  to  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C., 
next  September  for  a  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  is  issued  by  Bishop 
Ivan  Lee  Holt  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  bishop  speaks  as  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  a  permanent  body  representing 
40  communions  in  70  countries 
with  a  membership  of  15,000,000. 

Conference  is  for  Fellowship 

The  coming  international  meet¬ 
ing,  September  1-11,  will  be  the 
ninth  in  a  series  that  began  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1881. 

Neither  the  conference  nor  its 
governing  body,  the  Council,  exer¬ 
cises  legislative  power  nor  is  there 
any  effort  to  exert  control  over  the 
independent  bodies  that  make  up 
World  Methodism. 

The  functions  of  these  gatherings 
have  been  “fraternal  and  coopera¬ 
tive  in  nature,  designed  to  draw  the 
numerous  branches  of  the  Wesley¬ 
an  movement  closer  together  and 
to  promote  among  them,  evangelis¬ 
tic,  educational,  historical  and  oth¬ 
er  cooperative  activities.” 

Previous  U.  S.  sessions  were  held 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1891;  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  1931,  and  Springfield, 
Mass.,  1947.  The  latter  broke  the 
earlier  decennial  pattern  because 
of  World  War  II. 

Conference  Now 
Every  Five  Years  . 

In  recognition  of  a  faster-moving 
world  and  the  advancing  ecumeni¬ 
cal  spirit,  the  traditional  practice  of 
meeting  once  a  decade  was  changed 
in  1947  to  a  five  year  interval. 

The  latest  world  conference  was 
held  in  1951  in  Oxford,  England, 
birth  place  of  Methodism. 

Preliminary  plans  for  the  coming 
conference  were  drafted  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  at  its  annual 
meeting  last  June  in  Belfast,  Ire¬ 
land.  They  were  brought  to  com¬ 
pletion  in  New  York  in  a  three-day 
session  in  mid-December. 

Total  Program  Seventeen'  Days 

The  U.  S.  secretary,  Dr.  Elmer  T. 
Clark,  maintains  his  office  and  res¬ 
idence  at  Lake  Junaluska.  He  will 
be  in  charge  of  carrying  out  pro¬ 
gram  arrangements  and  for  pro¬ 
viding  the  entertainment  and  hous¬ 
ing  of  the  guests. 

Prior  to  the  Conference  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women  will 
meet  from  August  27  through  31. 
Mrs.  Ottiliade  Oliveira  Chaves  of 
Brazil  is  president. 

Other  preliminary  meetings  in¬ 
clude  the  World  Methodist  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  in  session  August 
28  and  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  August  29-31. 

Following  the  eleven-day  confer¬ 
ence  the  World  Methodist  Council 
and  World  Executive  Committee 
will  hold  a  closing  session  Septem¬ 
ber  12. 

How  the  Conference  is  Constituted 

The  permanent  link  between  the 
many  Methodist  bodies  is  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  It  is  divided  in¬ 
to  twenty-four  Sections,  some  geo¬ 
graphical,  some  denominational. 

As  members  of  the  Council  these 
representatives  form  the  basic  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Methodist  World 
Conference.  In  addition  to  these 


each  section  will  elect,  in  whatever 
manner  it  wishes,  a  number  of  dele¬ 
gates  equal  to  twice  its  Council 
membership.  The  Sections  also  are 
entitled  to  accredit  twice  as  many 
Official  Visitors  as  delegates.  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodists  have  named  46  dele¬ 
gates. 

The  representation  from  the 
Methodist  church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
will  be  composed  of  the  75  members 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  150 
delegates  and  about  300  Official  Vis¬ 
itors  to  be  appointed  by  the  Col¬ 
leges  of  Bishops  of  the  six  Jurisdic¬ 
tions. 

The  bishops  have  been  request¬ 
ed  to  name  equal  numbers  of  min¬ 
isters  and  laymen  and  to  include 
youth. 

In  addition  to  the  U.  S.  delegates 
and  official  visitors  an  invitation  to 
attend  as  special  guests  is  to  be 
extended  to  all  college  presidents, 
church  editors,  officers  of  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  historical  societies  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  on  World  Serv¬ 
ice  and  Finance. 

Program  Details  Later 

While  approval  has  been  given  by 
the  international  planning  commit¬ 
tee  to  subjects  and  speakers,  detail¬ 
ed  announcement  of  the  program 
will  be  deferred '  until  all  accept¬ 
ances  of  assignments  have  been  re¬ 
ceived. 

Excursions  Planned  for  Visitors 

Lake  Junaluska  is  half  a  mile 
above  sea  level  and  located  not  far 
from  the  gateway  to  the  Smoky 
Mountain  National  Park.  The  As¬ 
sembly’s  2,500  acres  will  provide  not 
only  a  healthful  and  scenic  site  for 
the  conference,  but  will  prove  to  be 
a  hub  from  which  from  time  to 
time  caravans  of  automobiles  and 
buses  bent  on  exploring  “the  land 
of  the  sky”  will  radiate.  Nearby 
are  the  highest  peaks  east  of  the 
Rockies.  Within  a  few  miles  is  the 
Cherokee  reservation  where  dele- 


Nat,l  Council  Race 
Relations  Message 
Released 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  (NC)  —  The  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  its 
annual  race  relations  message  is¬ 
sued  today  asserts  that  in  the  eyes 
of  many  U.  S.  church-goers  God  is 
“a  white  and  American  idol”  mold¬ 
ed  after  their  own  image. 

In  a  500-word  plea  for  racial  jus¬ 
tice  directed  to  the  35,800,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  its  30  constituent  commun¬ 
ions,  the  interdenominational 
church  body  likened  many  present- 
day  white  American  church-goers  to 
the  ancient  Greeks  who  acted  as  if 
the  Deity  were  an  Athenian  and 
were  “ridiculously  proud  of  the 
wrong  things.” 

“We  have  no  right  or  reason  to 
be  proud  of  the  color  of  our  skin, 
white  or  yellow  or  black  or  red,  or 
the  purity  of  our  blood  all  red  and 
all  mixed,  and  we  know  this,”  the 
statement  declares. 

“What  will  shake  us  out  of  the 
complacency  that  allows  us  in  our 
churches  and  in  our  nation  to  go  on 
treating  people  as  inferior  to  us  on 
account  of  such  irrelevance  as  color 
of  skin  or  form  of  feature  or  ac¬ 
cent  of  speech?”  the  message  de¬ 
mands. 

Authorized  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson 
Blake,  National  Council  president, 
the  text,  coupled  with  a  10-point  out¬ 
line  of  suggested  steps  to  be  taken 
by  local  churches  and  individuals 
in  combating  prejudice  and  discrim¬ 
inatory  practices,  was  released  for 
use  in  connection  with  the  34th  an¬ 
nual  observance  of  Race  Relations 
Sunday,  February  12. 


gates  will  be  taken  to  see  Ameri¬ 
can  Indians  enact  a  pageant  of  their 
history. 


Alaska  College  Film 
Strip  Available 

This  week  district  superinten¬ 
dents  throughout  the  United  States 
will  receive  the  long-awaited  film¬ 
strip  telling  of  the  need  of  the 
Alaska  Methodist  College  which  is 
to  be  built  in  Anchorage,  Alaska, 
within  the  next  few  years. 

Produced  by  the  Radio  &  Film 
Commission  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  the  filmstrip  will  use  col¬ 
ored  slides  and  a  recording  and 
script  to  tell  the  story  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  college  and  the  efforts  to 
establish  and  maintain  it. 

A  few  beautiful  scenes  of  Alaska 
will  be  followed  by  a  presentation 
of  the  future  of  the  last  great 
American  frontier  territory,  and  the 
story  of  the  Anchorage  Founders 
Crusade  for  the  college  in  which 
$715,000  was  pledged  locally. 

The  visit  of  a  group  of  Area  Rep¬ 
resentatives  to  the  college  site,  the 
forming  of  the  Arctic  Prayer  Circle, 
and  plans  for  the  promotion  of  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  for  the  Alaska  Meth¬ 
odist  College  on  a  five-year  basis 
are  also  given,  along  with  state¬ 
ments  of  various  leaders  endorsing 
the  movement. 

The  script  was  prepared  by  Rev. 
P.  Gordon  Gould  and  Dr.  H.  L. 
Johns,  Associate  Secretaries  of  the 
Division  of  National  Missions,  who 
are  assigned  to  bring  this  message 
to  the  attention  of  the  Methodist 
churches  throughout  the  States. 

The  purpose  of  the  Alaska  Meth¬ 
odist  College  is  to  provide  needed 
educational  facilities  for  the  youth 
of  Alaska  through  a  fully  accredit¬ 
ed  church-related  liberal  arts  col¬ 
lege;  which,  with  its  Christian  in¬ 
fluence,  will  strengthen  the  Terri¬ 
tory  and  the  Church  through  the 
development  of  Alaskan  leadership- 
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CHURCH  BUDGET  GIVING  BROUGHT 
UNDER  JUDGMENT  BY  CHURCH 

LEADER 

Chicago— (NC)— Gratitude  is  the  real  basis  for  Christian  giving,  rather 
than  the  “flimsy”  and  “false”  motivations  so  often  used  in  church  budget¬ 
raising  and  financial  campaigns,  a  church  stewardship  leader  said  here. 

“Such  appeals  as  ‘Beat  Communism’,  ‘Make  the  world  safe  from  the 
atomic  bomb’,  and  ‘Preserve  the  pride  of  our  denomination  or  the  Christian 
church’  are  pretty  ‘thin’  reasons  for  church  giving,”  declared  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Peters  of  New  York  City,  head  of  the  stewardship  department  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  USA.  He  addressed  the  opening  dinner  meeting 
of  the  second  annual  Interdenominational  Every  Member  Canvass  Confer¬ 
ence  January  4-5. 

In  attendance  were  sixty  stewardship  leaders  from  more  than  a  score 
of  denominations  cooperating  with  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  which 


THE 

LIVING 

WORD 

By  DR.  LUTHER  A.  WEIQLE 

Chairman  Standard  Bible  Committee, 

National  Council,  The  Churche*  of 

Christ  in  the  United  States  of  America 

NO.  7 

“CONVERSATION”  IS 
BEHAVIOR 

The  word  “conversation”  in  the 
King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  al¬ 
ways  refers  to  conduct,  behavior,  or 
manner  of  life,  and  is  never  used  in 
the  sense  that  it  has  today  as  a 
term  for  the  give-and-take  of  talk. 
"The  end  of  their  conversation” 
(Hebrews  13:7  KJ)  is  now  translated, 
“the  outcome  of  their  life”  (Revised 
Standard  Version).  The  “vain  con¬ 
version  received  by  tradition  from 
your  fathers”  (I  Peter  1:18  KJ)  is 
“the  futile  ways  .  inherited  from 
your  fathers”  (RSV).  Lot  is  said  by 
the  King  James  Version  (2  Peter  2: 
7)  to  have  been  “vexed  with  the 
filthy  conversation”  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  but  it  means  that  he  was 
“greatly  distressed  by  the  licenti¬ 
ousness”  of  these  cities.  The  injunc¬ 
tion  to  the  Christian  wives  of  un¬ 
believing  husbands  expressed  in  the 
King  James  version  of  1  Peter  3:1-2 
is  confusing  to  the  reader  of  today: 
“Likewise,  ye  wives,  be  in  subjec¬ 
tion  to  your  own  husbands;  that,  if 
any  obey  not  the  word,  they  also 
may  without  the  word  be  won  by 
the  conversation  of  the  wives;  while 
they  behold  your  chaste  conversa¬ 
tion  coupled  with  fear.”  That  con¬ 
veys  the  impression  that  these  wives 
are  to  talk  their  husbands  into  be¬ 
coming  Christians,  though  it  seems 
strange  that  husbands  are  to  behold 
the  conversation  rather  than  listen 
to  it,  and  one  can  only  wonder  what 
being  coupled  with  fear  has  to  do 
with  it.  But  there  is  no  word  in 
the  Greek  for  “coupled,”  and  no 
justification  for  dragging  it  in;  the 
word  “fear”  stands  for  the  reverent 
fear  of  God  which  is  the  mark  of 
a  good  Christian;  and  the  “conver¬ 
sation”  of  these  .wives  is  their  be¬ 
havior.  The  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  translates  the  passage:  “Like¬ 
wise  you  wives,  be  submissive  to 
your  husbands,  so  that  some,  though 
they  do  not  obey  the  word,  may  be 
won  without  a  word  by  the  behavior 
of  their  wives,  when  they  see  your 
reverent  and  chaste  behavior.” 

Writing  to  the  Corinthians  Paul, 
referring  to  himself  as  “we,”  ex¬ 
presses  rejoicing  in  “the  testimony 
of  our  conscience,  that  in  simplicity 
and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly 
wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God, 
we  have  had  our  conversation  in 
the  world,  and  more  abundantly 
to  you- ward.”  (2  Corinthians  1:12  in 
the  King  James  Version).  Note  how 
much  more  clearly  this  reason  for 
rejoicing  is  expressed  in  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion:  “the  testimony  of  our  con¬ 
science  that  we  have  behaved  in  the 
world,  and  still  more  toward  you, 
with  holiness  and  godly  sincerity, 
not  by  earthly  wisdom  but  by  the 
grace  of  God.” 

Churches  Aid  Flood 
Victims 

Major  Protestant  church  groups 
moved  last  week  to  aid  victims  of 
the  worst  flood  in  the  history  of  the 
Northern  California,  Oregon  and 
western  Nevada  areas. 

Church  World  Service,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council’s  international  relief 
wing  unit  distributed  15,000  pounds 
°f  supplies  from  its  West  Coast 
warehouse  in  Modesto,  Calif.,  and 
has  another  90,000  pounds  available 


THIS  I  ASK  FOR 

THE  NEW  YEAR 

Dear  Lord,  may  I  on  each  new 
day, 

Find  strength  to  stand  steadjast 
and  true ; 

And  give  me  Faith,  I  also  pray — 
To  walk  in  duty’s  path  with  you. 

May  Smith  White,  Monroe 


Teachers,  Evangelists, 
Social  Workers  Needed 
Overseas 

New  York — (BM) — Special  needs 
for  special  term  foreign  missionaries 
in  1956  have  been  announced  by  the 
Office  of  Missionary  Personnel  of 
the  Board  of  Missions,  150  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

The  missionary  personnel  office  is 
seeking  about  50  single  men  and 
women  for  three  years  of  mission 
service  in  Japan,  Korea,  Southeast 
Asia,  Latin  America  and  North  Af¬ 
rica.  The  group  will  become  the 
“Fellowship  of  Christian  Service” 
for  1956. 

Most  of  the  openings  are  for  edu¬ 
cational  work  —  teaching  English, 
physical  education,  home  economics, 
commercial  subjects,  mathematics 
and  other  subjects  in  junior  and 
senior  high  school  and  college.  There 
are  sevefal  openings,  however,  for 
church  and  social  work,  such  as 
rural  evangelism  and  service  in 
urban  social  centers. 

The  missionary  personnel  office 
lists  the  requirements  for  special 
term  service  as:  A  college  degree 
with  a  good  scholastic  record,  age 
between  21  and  28,  sound  physical 
and  mental  health  and  “a  Christian 
experience  and  a  sensitivity  to  hu¬ 
man  need.” 

Before  leaving  for  mission  posts 
overseas,  special  term  missionaries 
receive  six  weeks’  training  in  lan¬ 
guage  study,  orientation  to  the  area 
in  which  they  will  serve  and  the 
fundamentals  of  Christianity.  While 
in  mission  service,  they  receive  sal¬ 
ary,  housing,  medical  care  and 
travel  expenses  to  and  from  the 
field. 

Persons  interested  in  special  term 
service  may  write  to  the  Office  of 
Missionary  Personnel,  women  to 
Miss  J.  Marguerite  Twinem  and  men 
to  the  Rev.  Paul  Yount,  Jr. 


for  distribution  in  the  three-state 
flood  areas  as  required,  a  spokesman 
said. 

Lutheran  World  Relief,  welfare 
agency  of  the  Lutheran  Churches, 
released  an  additional  8,000  pounds 
of  clothing  and  stocks  from  its  ware- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


sponsored  the  conference. 

“Our  response  to  the  love  of 
Christ  is  the  foundation  for  giving,” 
Dr.  Peters  pointed  out.  “When  the 
individual  realizes  what  God  has 
done  for  him,  he  is  thankful,  and  he 
reaches  out  in  response  with  that 
which  is  in  his  heart. 

“One  should  give  and  not  know 
where  it  goes.  For  too  long  the 
American  business  man  has  been 
conditioned  to  being  told  for  what 
specific  projects  his  money  is  go¬ 
ing,”  Dr.  Peters  emphasized.  “Today 
American  money  is  suspect  in  many 
parts  of  the  world.  The  church  is 


Japanese  Bible  Receives 
Cultural  Award 

The  Colloquial  Japanese  edition 
of  the  Bible,  published  by  the  Japan 
Bible  Society,  has  been  chosen  one 
of  the  top  twelve  books  of  the  year 
by  the  Japanese  newspaper,  Main- 
ichi  (circulation  3,000,000)  in  a  con¬ 
test  in  which  20,000  books  were  sub¬ 
mitted. 

In  interpreting  what  the  selection 
meant  to  .the  Christian  cause  in 
Japan,  the  National  Christian  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Japan  said: 

“The  Mainichi  is  one  of  the  top 
three  newspapers  of  Japan  and  its 
annual  award  to  the  twelve  top 
‘cultural  publications’  is  the  most 
coveted  prize  in  Japanese  publica¬ 
tion  circles.  It  is  equivalent  to  the 
classification  of  ‘the  best  books  of 
the  year’.  The  publicity  value  is 
tremendous. 

“The  award  is  particularly  re¬ 
markable  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
only  one-half  of  one  per  cent  of 
the  nation’s  population  is  Christian 
and  until  recently  Christianity  was 
despised  and  oppressed  as  being  a 
foreign  religion.  The  Bible  has  been 
generally  considered  a  foreign  book 
with  little  relevance  to  Japan.  Thus, 
the  award  recognizes  the  Bible  as 
being  a  Japanese  book  and  one  that 
has  significance  for  the  people  of 
this  nation.” 


facing  a  period  when  it  may  have 
to  give  more  anonymously  than  ever 
before.  Mission  funds  must  be  pool¬ 
ed  with  those  of  other  Christian  na¬ 
tions  so  that  the  good  is  done  in 
the  name  of  Christianity  rather  than 
in  the  name  of  the  U.  S. 

“God  has  entrusted  America  with 
more  wealth  than  any  other  part  of 
the  world  and  the  church  has  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  claim  a  large  portion 
of  American  enterprise  for  the 
Christian  way  of  life. 

“Kick  out  the  schemes,”  Dr.  Peters 
told  the  stewardship  men,  “and 
make  people  understand  the  true 
nature  of  the  Christian  church.  It 
is  wrong  to  ask  people  to  give  just 
to  support  a  budget.  Such  a  slogan 
as  ‘Put  First  Church  First’  should  be 
‘Put  Christ  First’.  The  work  of  the 
church  is  evangelism  and  churches 
must  awake  to  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  evangelism  and  the  Every 
Member  Canvass.  The  church  must 
have  money  to  do  its  job,  and  the 
congregation  is  the  body  of  Christ 
Unless  the  church  speak  out  boldly, 
it  will  be  under  judgment  from  both 
God  and  society.  It  has  almost  the 
sole  responsibility  to  instigate  such 
giving. 

“In  the  Every  Member  Canvass  we 
must  be  self-analytical  concerning 
our  own  motivations  in  asking  peo- 
_ple  to  give  to  the  church. 

“God  is  more  interested  in  the 
reasons  why  we  do  things  than  in 
what  we  do.  A  commercial  world 
seeks  end  without  too  much  regard 
for  the  reasons,”  Dr.  Peters  chided. 
“It  beats  people  over  the  head  to  ‘do 
as  well  as  the  fellow  next  door’;  it 
quotes  comparative  statistics  to  prod 
us  into  better  results. 

“The  knowledge  that  God  has 
helped  him  invokes  gratitude  on  the 
part  of  the  individual  Christian.  In 
gratitude  he  wants  to  share  his  love 
of  God  with  others.  That  is  Chris¬ 
tian  giving,”  Dr.  Peters  concluded. 


Forecasts  Increased  Interest  In  Religion  And  Practical  Ethics 


New  York — (NC) — Top  business,  labor  and  farm 
leaders  forecast  a  strengthened  interest  in  religion  and 
practical  ethics  in  the  nation’s  daily  work  during  1956, 
a  survey  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  shows. 

The  poll,  marking  Church  and  Economic  Life  Week 
beginning  Jan.  14  throughout  the  nation,  reveals  in  sum¬ 
mary  that  many  U.  S.  economic  policy  and  opinion- 
makers  will  go  along  with  Cola  G.  Parker,  president 
of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers,  in  his 
belief  that  “our  country  today  is  turning  to  God  in  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  in  search  for  guidance  and  courage 
to  meet  the  problems  of  economic  life  which  come  to 
all  of  us.” 

While  some  progress  was  noted  in  the  past  year, 
United  Auto  Workers  President  Walter  P.  Reuther  and 
others  agreed  that  the  U.  S.  still  has  a  long  way  to  go. 
“Too  many  well-meaning  people  in  high  places  still 
pay  lip  service  to  lofty  moral  and  religious  ideals  but 
fail  to  apply  them  in  day-to-day  activities,”  Reuther 


said. 

Among  other  leaders  who  commented  on  the  year's 
ethical  possibilities  were  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Henry  J. 
Kaiser,  Marshall  Field  Jr.,  Charles  E.  Wilson,  George 
Meany  and  Darryl  Zanuck. 

Church  and  Economic  Life  Week  (chairman: 
Charles  P.  Taft,  of  Cincinnati)  will  be  observed  in  the 
nation’s  churches  January  15-21  with  sermons,  prayers 
and  special  mid-week  adult  discussion  groups,  and  out¬ 
side  churches  by  civic,  business,  labor  and  farm  organ¬ 
izations  gathering  in  special  non-sectarian  “business 
ethics”  discussion  meetings.  Many  of  the  groups  this 
year  will  use  a  new  “Living  Right”  sound  filmstrip  kit 
sponsored  by  the  council’s  Department  of  the  Church 
and  Economic  Life,  tackling  practical  on-the-job  ethical 
stiuations.  Other  groups,  such  as  an  Ohio  state  farm 
organization,  will  sponsor  radio  or  TV  panel  programs 
based  on  discussion  topics  and  background  material 
furnished  by  the  Department. 
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Editorial 


FLYING  TOO  LOW 


Chas.  A.  Wells 


tyirst  Report  Next  Tdeek 

THE  first  report  of  the  annual  Area- Wide  Circulation  Cam¬ 
paign  for  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Meth- 
dist  will  be  published  in  next  week’s  issues  of  these  publi¬ 
cations  and  will  report  all  subscriptions  received  through  noon, 
Saturday,  January  21.  There  is  every  indication  that  this  report 
will  be  a  most  encouraging  one  since  reports  from  pastors  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  to  date  have  been  good  and  other  factors  such  as 
weather  conditions  have  been  helpful. 

We  have  been  impressed  by  some  of  the  promotion  work  this 
year  of  District  Directors.  Some  of  these  brethren  have  taken  their 
task  to  heart  and  have  led  their  Districts  in  strong  programs. 
This  is,  however,  in  keeping  with  the  general  response  in  leader¬ 
ship  which  these  publications  have  had  through  the  years  from  our 
Episcopal  leader,  the  district  superintendents,  and  most  especially 
the  pastors.  The  plan  of  circulation  which  has  been  employed  for 
the  past  15  years  in  Arkansas  and  5  years  in  Louisiana  has  resulted 
in  one  of  the  strongest  circulation  programs  of  any  Area  publi¬ 
cations  in  Methodism.  We  are  confident  that  this  year’s  campaign 
will  result  in  an  even  larger  circulation. 

c&o  c&est  Or  Not  ^ o  (<9 est 

fc  -r- 

MILITARY  authorities  have  just  announced  a  series  of  hydro¬ 
gen  bomb  tests  to  be  conducted  this  spring  in  the  Pacific 
area.  At  the  time  of  the  announcement,  military  leaders 
also  revealed  that  they  had  received  a  considerable  number  of 
communications  requesting  that  such  testing  be  discontinued  for 
the  sake  of  bettering  international  relations.  However,  military 
leaders  felt  that  in  the  interest  of  national  security,  research  and 
development  in  the  field  of  nuclear  warfare  should  continue,  and, 
with  it,  testing  of  new  developments  at  appropriate  intervals. 

One  can  make  out  a  rather  good  case  either  way  on  this  ques¬ 
tion.  If  threat  of  use  of  force,  military  stockpiles  and  standing 
armies  act  as  any  deterrent  to  aggression  by  other  nations  then 
it  is  inevitable  that  there  be  times  of  testing  of  men,  arms  and 
equipment  so  that  the  world  may  know  that  such  forces  can  be 
brought  into  action  should  a  need  occur.  However,  if  these  factors 
do  not  serve  to  discourage  other  nations  from  aggressive  actions, 
then  the  whole  policy  of  the  nation’s  military  preparedness  pro¬ 
gram  can  be  called  in  question. 

The  psychological  effect  that  hydrogen  bomb  testing  by  our  na¬ 
tion  has  on  the  rest  of  the  world,  particularly  on  Russia,  can  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  ascertained  by  recalling  the  wave  of  uncertainty 
and  insecruity  that  swept  this  nation  when  the  announcement  was 
made  that  Russian  military  leaders  were  engaged  in  a  series  of  hy¬ 
drogen  bomb  tests.  That  announcement  made  front  page  news  for 
several  days,  and  citizens  were  treated  to  a  day  by  day  account 
of  the  location  of  radioactive  particles  blown  by  the  prevailing 
westerly  winds  half  way  around  the  world.  One  can  be  sure  that 
the  controlled  press  in  Russia  will  make  the  most  of  America’s 
hydrogen  bomb  testing  in  the  Pacific. 

Hydrogen  bomb  testing  by  western  and  eastern  powers,  with 
all  the  accompanying  propaganda,  unquestionably  serves  to  point 
out  the  folly  of  the  use  of  these  means  of  warfare  in  the  future. 
Even,  so,  continued  testing  of  these  nuclear  weapons  contributes 
little  to  building  goodwill,  a  sense  of  brotherliness,  and  easing  of 
international  tension,  all  of  which  is  sorely  needed  just  now. 


^for  Rohe  Qlory  Of  Qod 


WE  are  now  well  into  the  first  month  of  the  World  Wide 
Church  Attendance  Movement.  This  movement  is  publi¬ 
cized  under  two  striking,  meaningful  slogans.  One  is  the 
caption  of  this  article,  “For  the  Glory  of  God;”  the  other  is  The 

Answer  Is  God.”  ,  , 

The  Attendance  Campaign,  as  we  all  understand,  covers  the 

period  from  the  first  of  January  through  Easter  Sunday.  The 
schedule  of  emphases  and  objectives  has  been  well  planned  and, 
if  sincerely  followed  with  zeal  and  earnestness,  should  bring  new 
spiritual  life  to  our  present  church  membership  and  should  result 
in  saving  to  Christ  and  the  church  a  large  number  of  people  not 


now  directly  related  to  the  church. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  ,  statement,  “In  union  there  is 
strength.”  By  stating  that  axim  just  a  little  differently,  “In  un¬ 
ison  there  is  strength”  we  have  described  one  of  the  chief  sources 
of  power  in  this  great  movement.  In  this  the  local  church  follows 
the  objectives  outlined  in  this  three-month’s  campaign  feeling 
that  it  is  a  part  of  a  world-wide  movement  marching  in  unison 
“For  the  Glory  of  God”  and  with  the  consciousness  that,  in  all 
life’s  major  problems,  “The  Answer  Is  God.” 

In  this  extended  program,  January  is  the  Month  of  Consecra¬ 
tion.  It  is  a  time  when  the  present  church  membership  prepares 
itself  for  the  special  work  to  be  done  for  others  before  Easter 
Sunday. 

Where  cards  are  used,  every  member  of  our  church  should, 
in  all  sincerety,  sign  a  Church  Loyalty  Card.  In  the  absence  of 
cards  there  should  be  other  pledges  of  loyalty.  In  preparation  for 
the  work  ahead,  our  people  should  regularly  attend  church  serv¬ 
ices.  However,  this  worship  of  God  should  not  be  confined  to 
services  at  the  church.  There  should  be  experiences  of  worship  in 
our  hoines.  Through  the  expression  of  thanks  before  each  meal 
and  in  family  devotions  we  become  better  prepared  for  the  op¬ 
portunities  for  service  which  lie  just  ahead. 

No  Methodist  Church  can  afford  to  be  out  of  Step  with  this 
church-wide  movement.  Any  church  which  fails  to  feel  the  stimuli 
this  pre-Easter  movement  offers  will  likely  feel  the  handicap  of 
that  failure  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Tde  *<5 oo  Should  'Tray 

MEMBERS  of  The  Methodist  Church  throughout  this  Epis¬ 
copal  Area  should  ever  be  mindful  of  the  prayer  vigil  that 
is  now  being  observed  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  In  both 
states,  day  and  night  in  some  church,  some  of  our  people  are  con¬ 
stantly  in  prayer  at  the  altars  of  some  of  our  churches. 

As  this  fact  comes  to  our  mind  amid  the  busy  rush  of  our  daily 
lives,  we  too  should  pause  and  lift  our  hearts  to  God  in  prayer. 
When  we  awake  in  the  night  and  remember  that  somewhere  in 
each  state  there  are  people  at  the  altars  of  the  church  praying 
while  we  sleep,  we  should,  in  the  quietness  and  silence  of  the 
night  lift  our  hearts  also  in  prayer. 

This  prayer  vigil  in  our  Episcopal  Area,  as  elsewhere  in  our 
church,  is  an  inspiring  experience.  However,  those  who  happen, 
at  the  time,  to  be  keeping  watch  in  prayer  at  the  altars  of  our 
church  should  not  be  the  only  Methodists  praying.  In  an  area 
as  large  as  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  there  should  never  be  a  time, 
day  or  night,  when  there  should  not  be  some  people  in  prayer 
in  addition  to  those  who  keep  this  prayer  vigil  at  the  altars  of  our 
church. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Uift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockmaa 


REDEEMING  REGRETS 

While  the  year  is  yet  young,  may  I  ask  each  of  you  to  say  silently 
to  God  something  which  the  Psalmist  said:  “My  times  are  in  thy  hand. 

At  the  Turn  of  the  year  we  are  especially  conscious  of  time.  Of  course, 
we  modern  Americans  seem  always  to  be  time-conscious.  Our  eyes  are 
ever  on  the  clock.  We  strive  strenuously  to  figure  out 
time-saving  services.  Whatever  our  hand  findeth  to  do, 
we  keep  looking  at  our  wrists  to  see  how  long  it  takes 
to  do  it. 

Yet  fussily  conscious  as  we  are  of  time-schedules, 
we  are  not  all  so  aware  of  time-sequence.  We  count 
the  minutes  and  the  hours,  but  we  do  not  always  stop 
to  figure  out  what  they  are  adding  up  to. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  of  you  keep  a  diary. 
It  is  one  of  the  good  habits  which  I  do  not  have. 
But  the  mere  keeping  of  a  dairy  does  not  matter  so 
. . . . . . .  i  much  as  the  nature  of  it.  It  aids  the  memory  to  regis¬ 
ter  a  daily  list  of  the  things  we  do,  the  places  we  visit,  the  people  we 
see.  Do  we  also  put  down  some  of  our  reflections  on  the  things  that  hap¬ 
pen?  That  is  the  way  to  keep  a  real  diary  which  registers  our  growth 


through  the  years. 

Some  time  ago  a  man  wrote  his  autobiography.  A  critic  in  apprais¬ 
ing  it  said,  “He  has  faithfully  rendered  his  emotions  without  collecting 
his  thoughts.”  Just  to  jump  from  engagement  to  engagement  without 
stopping  to  reflect  tends  to  beget  a  “busy-ness”  without  real  effective¬ 
ness.  The  late  Glenn  Frank  once  described  a  futile  flustered  busybody 
in  these  words:  “Like  a  turnstile,  he  is  in  everybody’s  way,  but  stops 
nobody;  he  talks  a  great  deal,  but  says  little;  looks  into  everything 
but  sees  nothing;  and  has  a  hundred  irons  in  the  fire,  but  very  few  of 
them  are  hot,  and  with  these  few  that  are,  he  burns  his  fingers/’ 

Well,  the  Psalmist  was  not  harried  by  our  hurried  schedules.  He  car¬ 
ried  no  wrist  watch,  and  I  venture  to  believe  kept  no  engagement  book. 
He  measured  the  passing  of  the  hours  by  the  shadows  on  the  eternal 


hills  But  he  had  patience  to  reflect  on  what  his  days  and  y«rs^  were 
adding  up  to.  And  he  looked  up  to  God  with  this  conclusion:  “My  times  are 
in  thy  hand.” 

This  declaration  meant,  first  of  all,  “My  life  as  a  whole  is  in  the  hand 
of  God  ”  The  Psalmist  could  not  understand  many  aspects  of  his  life,  but 
he  trusted  where  he  could  not  see.  P.  Arthur  Thompson,  the  Scottish 
scientist,  said  some  years  ago  that  life  is  like  a  book  in  which  the  first  and 
last  pages  are  missing,  some  others  still  uncut,  and  others  stuck  togeth- 
er.  That  is  true  both  of  our  individual  lives  and  of  life  in  the  large  sense 
of  history.  But  however  many  of  the  pages  may  be  unreachable  to  our 
eyes,  the  Psalmist  and  those  who  share  his  faith  believe  that  the  volume 
of  life  is  held  in  the  hands  of  a  purposeful  God.  '  _ 

Elsewhere  the  Psalmist  said,  “We  spend  our  years  as  a  tale  that  is 
told.”  But  life  is  a  story  with  a  plot  and  a  purpose  and  not  “a  tale  told  by 
an  idiot,  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signifying  nothing.”  In  a  sense  each 
of  our.  lives  seems  a  mystery  story.  Look  at  what  and  where  you  are 
now  and  ask  yourself  whether  20  years  ago  you  could  have  seen  such  an 
outcome. 

Yes,  there  is  mystery  in  our  lives  but  our  life  story  is  not  as  myster¬ 
ious  as  a  certain  thriller,  which  was  described  to  me  as  having  it*  plot 
so  well  concealed  that  even  the  author  did  not  discover  until  the  last 
page  who  committed  the  murder.  Not  so  with  the  mystery  of  your  life 
and  mine.  The  Divine  Author  knows  how  we  are  going  to  turn  out.  He 
knows  what  we  shall  be  doing  at  the  end  of  1956.  But  God’s  foreknow¬ 
ledge,  in  my  opinion  at  least,  does  not  foreshorten  our  freedom.  God 
has  to  leave  us  free  will  so  that  we  can  grow  up  into  manhood. 

We  advance  toward  the  future  like  rowers  of  boats,  with  our  backs 
toward  what  is  ahead.  We  cannot  see  the  sea  ahead  of  us.  Our  eyes  can 
only  behold  the  wake  of  our  vessel.  Just  as  the  waves  stirred  by  a  boat 
are  swallowed  up  in  the  sea,  so  our  regrets  can  be  lost  in  the  ocean  of 
God’s  forgiving  love. 

And  the  memory  of  God’s  past  mercies  gives  us  trust  in  the  future. 
God’s  purpose  is  to  develop  us  into  His  sons.  And  the  basic  aspect  of 
a  son’s  relationship  to  his  father  is  trust.  How  beautiful  to  see  a  boy’s 
confident  trust  in  his  father!  Such  is  the  confidence  of  the  Psalmist  when 
he  said,  “My  times  are  in  thy  hand.” 


The 

Layman's  Column 

by 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


KINDS  OF  INSURANCE 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 


i  w.  w.  Reid  § 

I  I 

ONWARD  FOR  GOD  AND  MY 
COUNTRY 


In  the  United  States,  where  financial 
strength  is  a  by-word,  some  of  our  strongest 
institutions  are  insurance  companies.  They  of¬ 
fer  financial  protection  from  loss  by  fire,  torna¬ 
do,  death,  accident,  and  what  not.  They  have 
tremendous  reserves  of  money  and  securities 
which  stand  back  of  the  promises  that  these 
companies  make,  so  that  we  can  buy  all  sorts  of 
insurance  policies  with  the  comfortable  feeling 
that  just  about  any  loss  is  covered.  Here  is  a 
picture  of  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar  which  reminds 
us  of  a  great  and  strong  insurance  company. 
Other  emblems  bring  to  our  minds  the  econ¬ 
omic  stability  of  other  institutions  which  stand 
as  symbols  of  security  to  protect  our  posses¬ 
sions.  Surely  we  Americans  are  in  no  danger  of 
financial  disaster  with  such  money  power  avail¬ 
able  for  our  safety. 

Yes,  we  are  safe  from  everything  except  the 
most  dangerous  thing  in  the  world.  We  are  re¬ 
lying  on  man’s  power,  but  not  on  God’s  power. 
These  exceptions  may  seem  minor,  but  they  are 
the  difference  between  selfish  “safety”  for  one’s 
self  and  his  possessions;  and  the  most  wonderful 
assurances  that  man  ever  knew.  For  all  the  in¬ 
surance  in  the  world  cannot  save  a  person 
from  losing  touch  with  God  through  his  or  her 
sins.  And  all  the  strength  that  we  may  boast  of 
is  as  nothing  compared  with  the  power  of  God 
to  sustain  us  in  all  Our  needs. 

We  Americans  are  especially  prone  to  put 
our  whole  trust  in  things  that  “moth  and  dust 
corrupt”.  We  have  had  it  so  good  here  that  we 
seem  sometimes  to  forget  that  there  is  a  thing 
called  eternity,  and  that  everyone  of  us  is  head¬ 
ed  there.  Insurance  policies  are  a  great  help  at 
times,  but  they  will  be  no  help  at  all  when  we 
face  eternity.  What  we  shall  need  for  that  situ¬ 
ation  will  be  something  far  more  important  than 
the  most  attractive  looking  document  that  man 
could  fabricate.  Maybe  it  would  be  good  for  us 
to  take  a  longer  look  at  Isaac  Watts’  great  hymn, 

“When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  Glory  died, 

My  richest  gain  I  count  hut  loss, 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride." 


The  churches  have  no  monopoly  of  “four 
year  programs  of  advance,”  nor  governments  of 
“five  year  plans.”  The  idea  is  contagious — and 
valuable"*as  a  goal  or  ideal.  Along  come  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  with  an  advance  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  quadrennium  1956-1960.  (Ministers 
who  want  to  have  their  own  preaching-work 
marthons  without  any  unified  aim  or  church¬ 
wide  objectives,  please  not!) 

’  The  theme  of  this  national  program,  for  the 
new  quadrennium  is  “Onward  For  God  and  Our 
Country.”  It  will  “go  down”  to  every  troop,  and 
post,  and  pack,  and  den  in  the  country.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  is  “to  give  an  increasingly  better  pro¬ 
gram  to  an  increasing  number  of  our  nation’s 
youth,  through  better  organized  and  trained 
man-power.”  It  is  to  help  youth  “be  prepared” 
to  live  intelligently  and  helpfully  for  their  fel¬ 
lows  and  their  country.  And  the  program  is  spe¬ 
cific:  for  the  attainment  of  their  goal,  the  scouts 
are  to  be: 

Prepared  in  Body 
Prepared  in  Skills 
Prepared  in  Spirit 
Prepared  in  Will 

Prepared  as  a  Member  of  a  Team 

And  how  are  the  individual  scouts  and  the 
organized  units  to  be  made  ready?  That  is  the 
training  and  activities  program  which  is  to  be 
advanced  by  every  leader  at  every  gathering 
through  four  years.  Principally  it  will  depend 
upon  the  imagination  and  ingenuity  and  (often) 
sacrifice  of  each  leader  (volunteer  scouters)  to 
make  new  opportunities  for  scouts  to  exercise 
themselves  and  develop  themselves  in  service 
projects.  These  projects  should  develop  in  the 
individual  and  in  the  team:  a  sense  of  obligation 
to  God;  physical  fitness;  self-reliance;  a  sense 
of  personal  responsibility  (for  one’s  actions,  and 
toward  others);  a  desire  to  serve  others;  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  share  with  the  team,  the  troop,  the 
family,  the  needy;  a  spirit  of  democratic  living; 
and  a  desire  to  enlist  others  in  the  benefits  of 
scouting. 

One  of  the  weaknesses  of  the  present  edu¬ 
cational  programs  in  America’s  schools  (and 


even  in  Sunday  schools)  is  the  tendency  to  pro¬ 
mote  competition  (for  marks,  for  standing,  for 
promotion,  etc.),  and  the  little  emphasis  that  is 
placed  on  cooperation  or  team  “work.  Coopera¬ 
tion,  we  say,  is  a  Christian  ideal;  and  America, 
we  insist,  is  founded  on  Christian  ideals.  But 
where  in  our  schooling  are  we  taught  to  prac¬ 
tice  cooperation?  It  would  seem  that  in  the 
scouting  program — where  the  emphasis  is  upon 
the  putting  into  practice  of  the  motto,  and 
theme,  and  laws — there  is  the  opportunity  that 
church  and  school  need  for  the  inculcation  of 
the  spirit  and  the  living  of  cooperation. 

The  scouting  program — its  professed  objec¬ 
tives  and  its  practices — is  a  “natural”  for  the 
church  that  would  be  of  practical  service  to  its 
constituenc3r  and  neighborhood.  Judges  agree 
that  very  seldom  does  a  Boy  Scout  become  in¬ 
volved  with  the  law:  scouting  is  a  deterrent 
to  juvenile  delinquency.  Conservationists  agree 
that  its  out-of-doors  program  has  taught  to  city 
youth  much  of  nature  lore,  of  appreciation  of 
the  values  of  the  forests  and  other  natural  re¬ 
sources,  and  of  understanding  of  the  need  to 
protect  the  nation’s  vegetable,  mineral  and  oth¬ 
er  wealth.  Educators  agree  that  scouting  has  giv¬ 
en  character  to  youth — they  often  grant  scholar¬ 
ships  to  Eagle  Scouts  because  of  their  qualities 
of  leadership.  And  public  officials  agree  that 
among  the  nation’s  most  dependable  citizens  and 
public  servants  are  the  men  earlier  imbued 
with  the  principles  of  scouting. 

Does  your  church  sponsor  a  troop  (or  pack, 
or  post)  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America?  Do  the 
men  of  your  church  minister  to  the  boys  of 
church  and  community  as  scouters?  Does  the  un¬ 
availability  of  your  meeting  room  send  two  or 
three  dozen  boys  out  into  the  questionable  di¬ 
versions  of  the  night  and  of  the  street? 


HIGH  COURT  TO  RULE  ON  WHETHER 
CHURCH  CAN  WAIVE  LIQUOR  LAW 

Lansing,  Mich.— (RNS) — The  Michigan  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  been  asked  to  decide  whether 
a  church  can  waive  a  state  law  that  forbids  the 
location  of  a  liquor  establishment  within  500  feet 
of  a  house  of  worship. 

The  court  stayed  until  further  notice  a  state 
liquor  control  commission  order  cancelling  a 
package  beer  and  wine  license  issued  in  1953  to 
the  Big  Bear  market  of  Detroit.  The  supermarket 
contends  that  officials  of  the  Bethlehem  Finnish 
Lutheran  church  waived  the „  state  law.  The 
church  is  within  500  feet  cf  the  store. 

The  commission  insists  that  the  law  is  man¬ 
datory  and  cannot  be  waived  by  a  church. 

Circuit  Judge  Raymond  W.  Fox  of  Kalama¬ 
zoo,  sitting  in  Wayne  County  Circuit  Court,  had 
upheld  the  commission. 
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“Why  don’t  you  write  longer 
pieces?”  people  ask. 

I  could.  Make  no  mistake  about 
that. 

For  instance,  I  could  have  written 
that  first  sentence  this  way: 

From  time  to  time  (I  doubt  there 
is  a  week  it  does  not  happen)  some¬ 
one  approaches  me  with  a  question, 
a  question,  by  the  way,  I  secretly  feel 
is  a  compliment,  in  a  way  within  it¬ 
self. 

The  person,  sometimes  a  man  and 
sometimes  a  woman,  will  ask  this 
question  in  a  way,  however,  that 
implies  limitations  of  my  mind  and 
knowledge  and  know-how,  which, 
if  T  may  be  honest  with  you,  and 
I  always  want  to  be  more  or  less 
honest  with  you  and  all  my  other 
enemies,  I  secretly  resent. 

The  question  in  question  which 
both  men  and  women,  or  women 
and  men,  as  Carlyon  would  say,  put 
to  me  from  time  to  time,  almost 
weekly,  as  I  said,  which  I  in  a 
way  accept  both  as  compliment  and 
condemnation,  having  within  it  im¬ 
plications  of  both  praise  and  blame, 
is  this: 

“Why  don’t  you  write  longer 
pieces? 99 

Yes,  why  don’t  I?  I’m  asking  you! 

I  could  write  like  Reinhold  Nie¬ 
buhr— if  I  had  a  mind  to,  if  only  I 
had  a  mind  to. 

When  God  gave  out  brains,  I 
thought  he  said  trains  and  missed 
mine. 

If  you  are  looking  for  words, 
words,  words,  look  me  up.  If  you’re 
looking  for  ideas,  look  another  way. 

I  could  go  on  like  this  for  pages, 
but,  as  you  see,  I  would  not  say 
anything. 

So  the  reason  I  do  not  write  long 
pieces,  as  last  I  get  down  to  saying, 
is  that  I  have  too  little  sense  to 
say  much,  and  too  much  sense  to 
say  it,  anyway  . 


New  Books 

Handbook  Of 
Denominations 

By  Frank  M.  Mead 
Abingdon  Press,  $2.95 

Material  on  twenty-nine  addition¬ 
al  denominations,  and  extensive 
bibliography,  and  a  list  of  denom¬ 
inational  headquarters  have  been 
added  to  the  1951  publication  HAND¬ 
BOOK  OF  DENOMINATIONS  by 
Frank  S.  Mead  to  make  it  the  most 
authentic,  up-to-date  reference  book 
in  its  field.  Other  improvements  in 
the  widely  used  volume  include  up¬ 
dating  statistics  in  denominational 
write-ups,  providing  more  complete 
and  accurate  information  on  existing 
denominations,  and  omitting  denom¬ 
inations  formerly  included  which 
no  longer  exist  or  have  merged  with 
other  groups.  This  enlarged  and  re¬ 
vised  edition  will  be  published  Jan¬ 
uary  9  by  Abingdon  Press. 

Dr.  Mead  has  assembled  into  one 
thoroughly  indexed  volume  the  lat¬ 
est  and  most  authentic  data  avail¬ 
able  on  266  religious  groups.  He 
gives  a  brief  history  of  each  de¬ 
nomination— its  origin,  its  American 
beginnings,  its  greatest  leaders.  This 
is  followed  by  a  concise  statement 
of  the  doctrine,  with  particular  em¬ 
phasis  on  distinguishing  character¬ 
istics.  There  is  an  explanation  of 


Needed:  Churches  Where  There  Are  Homes 


With  the  rapid  shift  and  the  great 
increase  in  population  in  every  state 
of  America,  it  has  been  difficult  for 
the  church  to  “keep  up  with”  the 
changes.  New  communities  rise  — 
without  a  church  spire.  Cities  grow 
where  corn  grew  yesterday — but  the 
“feel  of  community”  is  not  there, 
unless  the  church  is  in  the  midst. 

To  jneet  its  share  of  the  need  for 
new  churches,  the  Division  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church  estimated  that  fifteen  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  would  be  required.  This 
sum  was  based  on  a  survey  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  Section  of  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  which  revealed  that  1,500 
new  congregations  could  be  organ¬ 
ized  if  assistance  for  leadership  and 
building  were  available.  And  new 
cities  and  towns  are  being  added  or 
expanded  each  passing  year. 

“A  major  «task  that  confronts  us 
if  we  are  to  preserve  our  Christian 
heritage  and  to  give  strength  to 
community  as  well  as  to  church, 
is  to  rebuild  dommunity  life,”  says 
Methodist  leader,  Dr.  Murray  H. 
Leiffer.  “Indeed,  if  we  are  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  democratic  way  of  life 
which  we  cherish  and  the  religious, 


political,  and  cultural  values  assoc¬ 
iated  with  it,  we  must  restore  the 
sense  of  community.  Out  of  the 
diversity  which  has  become  so  char¬ 
acteristic  of  our  age  we  must  again 
build  a  fellowship  and  a  sharing,  a 
sense  of  Christian  community.  Does 
the  church  that  you  know  and  serve 
add  to  the  stability  of  the  com¬ 


munity?  Or  does  it  increase  the  di¬ 
versity  of  it?  If  the  church  is  to 
serve  and  transform  the  commun¬ 
ity,  it  cannot  withdraw  from  an  area 
simply  because  tensions  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  are  mounting.” 

Are  we  helping  build  new  church¬ 
es  in  new  communities?  extending 
the  services  of  our  “older”  churches? 


Report  $100,000,000 
Given  In  Bequests 
In  Last  Decade 

New  York  (NC)— U.  S.  Protestant 
churches  and  church'  institutions 
have  received  upwards  of  $100,000,- 
000  in  bequests  over  the  past  ten 
years,  according  to  findings  of  a  new 
survey  released  recently  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

The  figure  was  reported  recently 
by  the  Rev.  T.  K.  Thompson,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  organization’s 
Joint  Department  of  Stewardship 
and  Benevolence. 

He  said  the  sum  was  based  on 
a  projection  of  a  total  of  $34,000,- 
000  in  bequests  reported  by  17  major 
Protestant  denominations  in  a  rec¬ 
ent  Department  survey. 

Total  bequests  to  the  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  institu¬ 
tions  over  the  ten  year  period,  he 
estimated,  topped  $200,000,000. 

The  report  is  the  first  ever  made 
of  gifts  of  this  nature  to  Protestant 
church  and  institutions. 


the  organization  and  government  of 
each  denomination  with  the  most 
recent  reports  on  membership  and 
churches  and  educational,  mission¬ 
ary,  and  philanthropic  activities. 

The  bibliography  was  added  in 
response  to  the  requests  of  readers 
for  additional  information  on  various 
denominations  and  includes  only 
those  books  recommended  by  lead¬ 
ers  within  the  denominations.  The 
list  of  heaquarters  includes  the  ad¬ 
dress  of  headquarters  wherever  pos¬ 
sible,  otherwise  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  chief  officials.  The  add¬ 
ed  denominations  are  those  that  have 
been  organized  since  the  first  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  HANDBOOK,  or  their 
write-ups  were  requested  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  denomination. 

The  HANDBOOK  OF  DENOMI¬ 
NATIONS  provides  convenient,  ac¬ 
curate  information  so  frequently 
needed  by  ministers  as  they  deal  with 
people  of  other  faiths,  by  church? 
school  teachers  and  counselors,  by 
everyone  who  seeks  better  under¬ 
standing  of  his  religious  neighbors. 


Nat'l  Youth  Week 
Slated  For. 

Jan.  29  -  Feb.  5 

Chicago  (NC) — The  1956  national 
elections  may  not  come  until  the 
fall,  but  for  the  youth  of  America’s 
Protestant  churches,  the  campaign 
will  open  during  Youth  Week,  from 
Sunday,  Jan.  29  to  Sunday,  Feb.  5. 

With  a  pattern  set  by  the  theme 
of  “Our  Citizenship  under  Christ,” 
local  youth  councils  in  hundreds  of 
cities  and  towns  across  the  country 
will  conduct  citizenship  seminars  in 
the  13th  annual  observance  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement. 

“Many  UCYM  members  are  still 
in  high  school  and  will  not  vote 
in  1956,  but  they  plan  to  be  in¬ 
formed,”  says  national  chairman, 
Charles  H.  Boyles,  a  student  at  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Religion. 

“In  a  year  of  national  elections 
and  increased  efforts  for  peace,  the 
perennial  tasks  of  citizenship  on  the 
local  scene  gain  added  significance,” 
he  declares.  “Across  -the  nation  in 
communities  large  and  small,  youth 
of  most  Protestant  denominations 
will  gather  together  during  Youth 
Week  in  common  worship,  study, 
and  service  projects.  The  Week  this 
year  gains  its  principal  impetus  from 
the  deeper  implications  of  the 
theme:  the  recognition  that  the  real¬ 
ization  of  the  Kingdom  is  the  task  of 
Christians  united  under  Christ. 
Youth  Week  is  the  high  point  of 
the  year  for  the  more  than  ten  mil¬ 
lion  Christian  young  people  who 
make  up  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement.” 

Youth  Weeks  opens  January  29, 
Youth  Sunday,  and  closes  with  Com¬ 
munity  Worship  Services  Feb.  5. 
Principal  weektime  project  of  the 
observance  will  be  the  citizenship 
seminars,  modeled  after  the  nation¬ 
al  seminar  held  in  Washington  last 
spring,  and  followed  by  state  sem¬ 
inars  this  fall  in  18  states, 


Youth  Work  Influence 
Extends  Abroad 

Chicago  (NC)  —  The  interest  of 
American  young  people  in  their  own 
churches  and  in  the  youth  activities 
of  churches  abroad  is  having  an  ef¬ 
fect  on  European  church  thinking, 
reports  the  Rev.  Robert  H.  Kempes, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  youth  work  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

European  churchmen,  he  declares, 
are  making  efforts  to  vitalize  their 
youth  programs  and  bring  into  the 
orbit  of  the  church  those  in  “lost” 
age  groups.  These  he  describes  as 
“those  between  age  15  and  45,”  con¬ 
taining  large  number  of  Europe’s 
young  leaders,  who  are  not  influenc¬ 
ed  by  the  church  in  any  way. 

“Many  European  church  leaders 
have  been  frustrated  that  youth  has 
been  so  ‘lost’  by  the  church,”  Mr. 
Kempes  says.  “Almost  all  are  bap¬ 
tized  and  confirmed.  Then  a  large 
majority  just  drop  out  for  the  years 
between  age  15  and  45.  They  do  not 
attend  worship,  which  is  about  all 
that  the  church  has  for  them,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  too  high  and  removed 
from  real  contact  with  the  issues  of 
life  in  a  changing  world,  especially 
in  view  of  the  recent  developments 
in  Europe.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Bishop  Holt  Named  for  Upper  Room  Award 

Nashville,  Tenn.-(RNS)— Methodist  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  has  been  named  winner  of  the  1956  Upper  Room  Award  for  World 
Christian  Fellowship. 

Dr.  Jr  Manning  Potts,  editor  of  the  Upper  Room,  interdenominational, 
international  and  interracial  daily  devotional  guide,  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  during  a  service  in  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  here. 

Bishop  Holt,  who  was  guest  speaker  at  the  service,  will  receive  the 
award  sometime  in  the  fall. 

Each  year,  the  publication,  produced  under  Methodist  sponsorship, 
issues  a  special  World  Christian  Fellowship  edition  which  includes  medita¬ 
tions  provided  by  Christians  of  many  lands.  Bishop  Holt  will  be  the  only 
American  to  contribute  to  the  1956  special  issue. 

The  bishop  has  served  in  many  - 


interdenominational  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  capacities.  He  is  a  former  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  (now  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches),  and  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  He  also  was  a 
leading  worker  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  served  as  a  member 
of  its  Central  Committee  from  1949 
to  1954. 


Ministers  Sponsor  'God  Is 
The  Answer'  Campaign 

Panama  City,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  A 
church  attendance  campaign  called 
“God  is  the  Answer”  was  endorsed 
in  a  proclamation  issued  by  Mayor 
Frank  M.  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  Tyndall  Air 
Force  Base  and  the  U.  S.  Mine  De¬ 
fense  Laboratory  here. 

The  drive  is  sponsored  by  the 
Bay  County  Ministerial  Association 
which  has  set  a  goal  of  500,000  per¬ 
sons  recorded  in  attendance  during 
the  14-Sunday  program.  Attendance 
records  will  be  published  weekly. 

Many  churches  have  scheduled 
extra  morning  services  through 
Easter  Sunday. 

Mayor  Nelson  said  in  his  procla¬ 
mation: 

“The  peoples  of  all  nations  are 
approaching  the  sober  realization 
that  only  by  a  closer  walk  with  God 
can  civilization  be  preserved  and 
the  world  saved  from  disaster  of 
global  war  and  universal  ruin — and 
for  men  to  believe  that  the  an¬ 
swer  to  their  distress  can  be  found 
without  God,  is  frivolous  and  can 
lead  only  to  frustration  and  despair. 

“Worship  Him  in  church  every 
week  and  in  the  home  every  day.” 


Chicago  Theological  Faculty 
Plans  Fundamental  Changes 

Chicago  (RNS)  —  Fundamental 
changes  in  ministerial  training  are 
planned  by  the  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago’s  Federated  Theological .  Facul¬ 
ty,  Dean  Jerald  C.  Brauer  announc¬ 
ed  here. 

He  said  future  plans  include  the 
addition  of  a  fourth  year  of  semin¬ 
ary  work,  joint  faculty  appoint¬ 
ments  with  other  departments  of  the 
university  and  “emphasis  on  basic 
research  in  the  Christian  world  mis¬ 
sion.” 

Dr.  Brauer  spoke  at  a  luncheon 
meeting  of  Chicago  area  alumni  in 
the  Carson  Scott  &  Co.  department 
store. 

TJie  dean  criticized  what  he  call¬ 
ed  the  inadequate  relation  of  min¬ 
isterial  training  to  the  practical  as¬ 
pects  of  a  clergyman’s  duties  and 
warned  that  new  strategies  must  be 
developed  if  Christianity  is  to  ful¬ 
fill  its  vital  mission  in  “the  revolu¬ 
tionary  age  we  live  in.” 


Malaya  Methodists  Ask 
Asian  As  Bishop 

Singapore  (RNS)  —  Election  of 
an  Asian  as  successor  to  Bishop 
Raymond  L.  Archer  of  Singapore 
when  he  retires  was  urged  in  a 
statement  approved  by  the  Malaya 
Methodist  Conference  at  its  meeting 
in  Malacca. 

Dr.  Archer,  an  American,  heads 
the  Southeastern  Asia  Methodist 
Central  Conference.  He  had  earlier 
announced  his  desire  to  retire  this 
summer.  The  bishop  is  68. 

The  statement  as  submitted  to  the 
Malacca  meeting  over  the  signatures 
of  39  Methodist  missionaries  in  Ma¬ 
laya. 

“We  believe,”  it  said,  “that  Asian 
ministers  have  the  qualifications 
and  the  spiritual  dedication  re¬ 
quired  to  lead  our  Cnurch  from 
strength  to  strength  amid  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  a  changing  Asia.” 

The  signers  added,  however,  that 
they  would  give  wholehearted  sup¬ 
port  to  anyone  elected  by  the  South¬ 
eastern  Asia  Methodist  Central  Con¬ 
ference  at  its  quadrennial  meeting 
in  Singapore  next  August. 

The  Malaya  Conference  is  one  of 
the  largest  of  seven  bodies  in  the 
Central  Conference. 

A  Methodist  spokesman  here  said 
that  both  Asians  and  missionaries 
in  the  Central  Conference  welcom¬ 
ed  the  statement. 


Bishop  Moore  To 
Attend  Indian 
Methodist  Celebration 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  J.  Moore  of  Atlanta  has  been 
named  by  the  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  to  attend  celebrations  in  In¬ 
dia  this  Fall,  marking  the  centen¬ 
ary  of  Methodism  there. 

The  principal  event  will  be  a 
great  gathering  of  Indian  Metho¬ 
dists  at  Lucknow  in  October. 

Bishop  Moore  said  the  centenary 
celebrations  “will  be  a  time  of  re¬ 
joicing  over  the  marvelous  progress 
made  in  the  past  century  and  a  time 
for  the  building  of  a  new  strategy 
by  which  Christianity  can  be  kept 
creative  in  modern  India.” 

In  September,  1956,  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Butler,  an  Irish  Methodist  who 
had  immigrated  to  America,  arrived 
in  India  to  open  a  mission. 

There  are  now  three-quarters  of 
a  million  Methodists  in  India.  They 
operate  a  network  of  schools,  hos¬ 
pitals,  rural  centers  and  churches 
across  the  country. 

The  India  visit  will  be  Bishop 
Moore’s  68th  trip  overseas.  He  has 
been  described  as  the  most  traveled 
Methodist  minister  since  John  Wes¬ 
ley. 


American  Council  Spreads  Prayer  Movement 


Congress  Gels  Bills  To 
Bar  Liquor  On  Planes 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Legis¬ 
lation  to  prohibit  the  serving  of  al¬ 
coholic  beverages  on  commercial 
airliners  while  they  are  in  flight  was 
introduced  in  the  House  by  Reps. 
Thomas  J.  Lane  (D.-Mass.)  and 


John  Bell  Williams  (D.-Miss.). 

Both  Congressmen  said  they  had 
filed  the  bills  after  receiving  many 
protests  against  the  practice,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  members  of  church 
and  temperance  groups. 

The  measures  were  referred  to 
the  House  Committee  on  Interstate 
Commerce. 


Church  Construction  Reached  Record 
$736,000,000  In  1955 


Graham  Opens  Butt  Crusade 
With  Warning  On  Communism 

Boston  (RNS)  —  Evangelist  Bil¬ 
ly  Graham  launched  a  12-day  Cru¬ 
sade  for  Christ  here  directed  by  Ho¬ 
ward  Butt,  28-year-old  Corpus 
Christi,  Tex.,  millionaire. 

Mr.  Butt,  who  heads  a  68-store 
grocery  chain,  devotes  half  of  each 
year  to  evangelism. 

Mr.  Graham  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  Crusade’s  opening 
rally  in  Mechanics  Hall  attended  by 
more  than  5,000  persons. 

“Only  God  can  save  us  from  the 
Communists,”  he  warned.  “The 
Communist  million  are  on  the 
march.  No  human  power  can  stop 
them  from  overrunning  the  West. 
And  we  can’t  expect  God  to  be  on 
our  side  —  we’ve  got  to  get  on  God’s 
side.” 

Calling  for  a  spiritual  awakening, 
the  evangelist  cited  the  grievous  so¬ 
cial,  economic  and  scientific  prob¬ 
lems  facing  the  world. 

Mr.  Butt  brought  to  Boston  an 
evangelistic  team  that  has  assisted 
him  in  campaigns  in  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

Advance  man  for  the  team  is  Bill 
Mead,  another  Texas  businessman 
who  devotes  a  good  part  of  each 
year  to  evangelistic  work.  Mr.  Mead 
is  the  head  of  a  successful  baking 
firm  in  Lubbock,  Tex. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Church 
construction  set  a  record  of  $736,- 
000,000  in  1955,  the  Departments  of 
Commerce  and  Labor  estimated 
here. 

The  previous  high  was  $593,000,- 
000  in  1954. 

December  building  at  $63,000,000 
was  the  highest  on  record  for  that 
month.  It  compared  with  $57,000,- 
000  in  December,  1954. 

Non-public  schools  and  colleges 
erected  $499,000,000  worth  of  new 
buildings  during  the  year.  While 
this  fell  short  of  the  $529,000,000 
record  established  in  1954,  it  was 
the  second  best  year  in  history. 

More  than  one  billion  dollars  in 
buildings  have  thus  been  added  to 
the  nation’s  educational  plant  in  the 
past  two  years  by  private  schools, 
most  of  which  are  church-affiliat¬ 
ed. 

Private  hospitals  and  institutions 
for  the  care  of  orphans  and  the  ag- 

Methodist  Laymen  Plan 
Church  Membership  Campaign 

Oklahoma  City  (RNS)  —  About 
4,000  laymen  from  61  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Oklahoma  City  area 
will  stage  a  one-day  campaign  Feb. 
5  aimed  at  boosting  church  mem¬ 
bership  by  2,000. 

Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  general  board  of  evan¬ 
gelism,  met  here  with  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  to  plan  the  campaign. 


ed  spent  $351,000,000  for  new  build¬ 
ings  in  1955,  topping  the  mark  for 
1954  by  $14,000,000.  Most  of  these 
institutions  also  are  church-related. 

Social  and  recreational  construc¬ 
tion  by  religious,  fraternal  and  non¬ 
profit  organizations  totaled  $239,- 
000,000  during  the  year,  compared 
with  $228,000,000  in  1954. 

During  1955  new  construction  of 
all  types  reached  the  all-time  high 
of  $42,250,000,000. 


Convention  Discusses 
Christian  Education  Ministry 

Cincinnati,  O.  (RNS)  —  The  na¬ 
ture  and  function  of  the  Christian 
education  ministry  was  the  major 
topic  at  the  biennial  meeting  here 
of  the  American  Association  of 
Schools  of  Religious  Education. 

It  was  generally  agreed  by  dele¬ 
gates  that  the  Church  must  educate 
for  one  ministry — preaching,  teach¬ 
ing  and  pastoral  —  and  that  the  ed¬ 
ucating  process  must  be  equally 
strong  in  the  theological  disciplines 
and  the  art  of  communicating  the 
Gospel. 

Considerable  emphasis  was  plac¬ 
ed  on  the  spiritual  development  of 
students  training  for  the  ministry. 

Dr.  John  Oliver  Nelson,  profes¬ 
sor  at  Yale  Divinity  School,  said 
that  every  student  needs  to  know 
that  God  is  doing  something  in  and 
through  him. 

He  said  the  student  also  needs  an 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Montreal,  Que.  (RNS)  —  Herve  J. 
L’Heureux,  United  States  general 
consul  in  Montreal,  pauses  at  noon 
for  a  minute  each  day  to  offer  a  si¬ 
lent  prayer  for  peace. 

Similarly,  every  24  hours  as 
clocks  strike  noon  in  17  coun tries 
around  the  world,  millions  pause  in 
silent  meditation. 

Mr.  L’Heureux  began  the  “minute 
men  of  prayer”  movement  seven 
years  ago  and  is  somewhat  startled 
at  how  it  caught  on.  He  said  more 
than  5,000  groups  embraced  the  idea, 
including  veterans,  students,  busi¬ 
nessmen,  clubs  and  fraternities. 

The  movement  began  with  a  reso¬ 
lution  he  proposed  to  an  American 
Legion  group  in  Manchester,  N.  H., 
in  1948.  It  called  for  members  of 
the  post  to  pause  each  day  at  noon 
and  pray  for  peace.  The  resolution 
was  adopted  and  the  practice  spread 
to  other  branches  of  the  Legion 
and  eventually  to  Europe  and  Asia, 
Mr.  L’Heureux  said. 

He  said  the  idea  developed  from 
his  experiences  as  a  State  Depart¬ 
ment  official  in  Europe  and  North 
Africa  where  he  found  people  un¬ 
appreciative  of  true  American  ideals 
and  qualities.  They  believed  that 
Americans  were  “addicted  to  capi¬ 
talism,  materialism  and  luxurious 
living,”  he  explained. 

Mr.  L’Heureux  said  he  started  the 
prayer  movement  to  demonstrate 
that  Americans  were  fundamentally 
God-fearing  and  peace-minded. 

During  the  first  year,  some  650 
groups  endorsed  the  movement.  By 
1953,  the  number  had  grown  to  5,- 
241.  Mr.  L’Heureux  said  he  has  evi¬ 
dence  it  has  caught  on  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain. 

“The  prayers  for  peace  movement 
is  not  an  organization,”  he  said.  “It 
is  simply  an  idea,  an  effort  toward 
the  establishment  of  an  American 
custom  —  perhaps  an  international 
custom  —  whereby  all  men,  women 
and  children  who  believe  in  God 
would  pause  for  one  minute  in  the 
midst  of  their  daily  tasks  and  ask 
God  to  help  us  find  peace.” 
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VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  COACHING 
CONFERENCE 


The  Annual  Vacation  Church 
School  Coaching  Conference  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  beginning  at  9:30  a.  m.  Wed¬ 
nesday,  January  25  and  continuing 
through  Thursday  noon,  January  26. 
Teams  of  six  are  to  come  from  each 
District  to  be  trained  in  conducting 
Vacation  Church  School  Institutes 
within  each  District  during  March 
and  April.  Leaders  have  been  se¬ 
lected  to  lead  each  age  group  to  be 
represented. 

Nursery,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh, 
Gretna 

Kindergarten— Mrs.  R.  R.  Bran- 
ton,  Lafayette 

Primary — Mrs.  T.  E.  Cranford, 


B.  Emmerich, 


Bunkie 

Junior — Mrs.  E. 

Lake  Charles 

Intermediate — Miss  Barbara  Ter¬ 
ry,  Lake  Charles 

Director — Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  Ef- 
fie. 

Miss  Mary  Calhoun  of  the  General 
Board  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  be 
with  us  to  help  in  our  planning.  She 
will  spend  some  time  with  each  age 
group  and  assist  in  the  Directors 
Group.  The  evening  session  will  be 
a  General  Session  with  Miss  Cal¬ 
houn  in  charge.  ...... 

Nursery  workers  are  invited  this 
year,  not  to  include  Nursery  c  1 
dren  in  the  Vacation  Church  School 
but  to  help  strengthen  the  total  pro¬ 
gram  of  Nursery  work.  Nursery 
workers  will  be  invited  to  the  Va¬ 
cation  Church  School  Institutes  to 
avoid  having  an  extra  meeting  and 
the  regular  lesson  materials  for  two 
and  for  three-year  olds  will  be  used. 

The  Conference  Council  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Workers  will  also  meet  at 
this  time  to  plan  for  the  summer 
Work  for  Children,  planning  spe¬ 
cifically  for  the  Children’s  Workers 
Conference  to  be  held  this  year  a 
Camp  Brewer,  August  6,  7,  8.— Mrs. 
E  L.  McKay,  Conference  Director  of 
Children’s  Work,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence 


CHRISTIAN  WORKERS’ 
SCHOOL 

Following  the  short  breathing 
space  afforded  by  the  Christmas 
holidays,  many  Christian  Workers 
Schools  were  begun  in  the  second 
week  of  the  new  year. 

To  be  exact,  forty-eight  schools 
were  begun  in  widely  scattered  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  church— Delaware,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  Texas,  Alabama,  Kansas, 
Maryland,  Michigan,  Missouri, 
among  others — according  to  the  Rev. 
R.  Delbert  Byrum,  of  the  staff  of 
the  Department  of  Leadership  Edu¬ 
cation,  General  Board  of  Education. 

The  list  includes  only  those 
schools  registered  with  the  depart¬ 
ment.  H&wever,  probably  more 
schools  are  held  than  are  registered 
in  his  office,  Mr.  Byrum  stated. 

The  largest  school  reported  was 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  This  school 
offered  seventeen  courses  taught  by 
a  faculty  of  outstanding  persons, 
some  of  them  well  known  through¬ 
out  the  church.  Another  large  school 


CHURCH  MUSICIANS 


WORKERS  TRAINING 
CONFERENCE  AT 
PINE  BLUFF 

A  Series  1,  Christian  Workers 
Training  Conference  was  held  at 
Lakeside  Methodist  Church  in  Pine 
Bluff,  January  9-10  fof  the  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  of  Pine  Bluff.  328 
persons  were  enrolled  and  at  the 
close  of  the  school  223  credits  were 
awarded. 

Dr.  Clem  Baker,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke  Methodist  Church  was  Dean 
and  Leslie  Helvie,  superintendent  of 
Lakeside  Church  School  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  courses  offered,  and  their  in¬ 
structors  were  as  follows: 

“Teaching  Nursery  Children,”  Miss 
^  Evelyn  Bryant  of  Hope 
“Teaching  Kindergarten  Children”, 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Newton  of  Camden 
“Teaching  Primary  Children”,  Mrs. 

W.  A.  Wooten  of  Memphis 
“Teaching  Juniors”,  Mrs.  W.  W. 

Spitzie  of  Little  Rock 
“Teaching  Youth”,  Mrs.  V.  B.  Story 
of  Little  Rock 

“Friendship  and  Marriage”,  Rev.  Joe 
R.  Phillips  of  Benton 
“Personal  Christian  Living”,  Dr.  J. 

Kenneth  Shamblin  of  Little  Rock 
“Christian  Stewardship”,  Dr.  Cecil 
R.  Culver  of  El  Dorado 
It  was  believed  by  many  who  had 
worked  in  such  schools  in  Pine  Bluff 
for  many  years  that  this  was  the 
largest  and  finest  such  school  ever 
held  by  the  churches  of  Pine  Bluff. 
— Arthur  Terry 


THE  PASTOR  AS  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATOR  ' 

We  consider  every  pastor  a  Chris¬ 
tian  educator.  Preaching,  evangel¬ 
ism,  pastoral  counseling  should  all 
be  touched  by  the  spirit  and  skill  of 
Christian  nurture.  We  remember  it 
is  written  of  the  Master  Teacher, 
“He  sat  down  and  taught  them.”  We 
do  not  mean  that  every  pastor  shall 
have  all  of  the  technical  skills  which 
are  required  of  a  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  but  that  he  shall  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  process,  be  sympathetic 
in  his  staff  relationships  and  shall 
see  his  work  as  a  venture  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  The  tremendous  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  directors 
of  Christian  education  in  local 
churches  means  not  less  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  pastors  to  be  Christian  edu¬ 
cators.  It  does  mean  an  increase  in 
their  sensitivity  to  the  meaning  and 
the  way  of  Christian  education. — 
From  “ Visions  Rise  and  Change,” 


was  held  at  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 
The  curriculum  of  this  school  was 
devoted  almost  entirely  to  the 
Christian  education  of  children.  Of 
equal  importance  were  the  eleven 
one-teacher  schools  registered,  with 
most  of  them  taught  by  the  pastors 
themselves. 

Judging  from  present  indications, 
the  outlook  for  Christian  Workers’ 
Schools  during  the  coming  year  is 
more  encouraging  than  it  has  ever 
been,  according  to  reports  from  the 
staff  of  the  Department  of  Leader¬ 
ship  Education. — Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  Release 


“There  is  a  vast  amount  of  lead¬ 
ership  taleht  in  the  professionally 
trained  church  musicians  through¬ 
out  American  Methodism,”  sdys  a 
statement  on  music  distributed  to 
the  Joint  Commission  of  Executive 
Secretaries  and  Board  Presidents  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Conference  on  Christian  Education 
in  Cincinnati.  The  statement,  which 
originated  in  the  Department  of 
General  Church  School  Work,  Divis¬ 
ion  of  the  Local  Church,  General 
Board  of  Education,  contains  a  num¬ 
ber  of  interesting  suggestions  that 
will  aid  in  utilizing  this  talent.  Some 
of  these  are: 

That  each  conference  board  of 
education  set  up  a  committee  on 
directors  of  music  comparable  to  the 
committee  on  directors  of  Christian 
education  now  in  force.  This  com¬ 
mittee  would  have  two  responsibil¬ 
ities:  To  recommend  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  board  activities  in  the  field  of 
music  which  should  be  carried  on 
in  the  conference,  and  to  serve  the 
conference  board  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  standards.  (The  reference 
here  is  to  Discipline  paragraph  1397 
which  directs  the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church  “to  develop  standards 
governing  the  work  of  the  iocal 
church  director  of  music  and  serve 
as  may  be  possible  in  advancing 
this  field  of  work  in  the  church.”) 

That  each  conference  board  of 
education  publicize  and  promote  the 
jurisdictional  institutes,  the  annual 
conference  institutes  and  the  na¬ 
tional  meeting  of  Methodist  church 
musicians. 

It  was  pointed  out,  too,  that  The 
conference  executive  secretary  and 


an  address  by  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Division 
of  the  Local  Church,  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  at  the  Methodist  Conference 
on  Christian  Education,  November 
10,  1955 


his  staff  are  in  a  fipe  position  to  as¬ 
sist  the  Division  of  the  Local  Church 
in  developihg  the  division’s  mailing 
list  of  the  Methodist  church  musi¬ 
cians. 

“In  sOme  sections  of  the  nation 
the  ‘singing  school’  pattern  is  still 
used.  The  thought  has  been  advanc¬ 
ed  that  we  can  take  this  procedure 
and  use  it  to  advantage,  lifting  the 
level  of  quality  and  adapting  it  to 
our  needs,”  it  was  said  in  the  state¬ 
ment. 

A  number  of  music  institutes  are 
being  planned  for  1956.  To  date, 
those  scheduled  are:  South  Central 
Region,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas,  July  23-27;  Southeastern 
Region,  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Car¬ 
olina,  July  30-August  4;  Northeast¬ 
ern  Region,  Lycoming  College,  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Pennsylvania,  August  13- 
18.  Several  annual  conferences  are 
also  planning  institutes  of  church 
music. 

All  these  institutes  will  be  de¬ 
signed  primarily  for  the  rank  and 
file  of  non~professional  musicians 
in  the  small  and  medium  -  sized 
Methodist  churchj  although  there 
will  be  provision  also  for  work  oh 
the  level  of  the  professional  musi¬ 
cian,  it  Was  said  by  the  Rev.  Walter 
Towner,  director  of  the  Department 
of  General  Church  School  Work. 

Last  summer  at  Estes  Park,  Colo- 
r  a  d  o ,  a  national  organization  of 
Methodist  musicians  was  set  up.  In 
the  summer  of  1956  there  will  be  a 
second  National  Conference  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Musicians  at  a  place  to  be 
determined.  The  1955  conference  did 
valuable  work  on  standards  and  a 
continuing  committee  from  that 
group  met  with  members  of  the 
Local  Church  Division  staff  in  Aug¬ 
ust  and  did  further  work. 

Still  another  effort  to  make  use 
of  the  talent  of  local  church  musi¬ 
cians  is  the  offering  of  two  courses 
by  the  Leadership  Education  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church.  These  are  “Music  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education”  and  “Music  in  the 
Small  Church.” 


Primary  Department  Decorates  Tree 


Pictured  at  right  is 
the  “sock  tree”  that 
was  decorated  by  the 
Primary  D  e  partment 
of  the  H  u  n  t  i  n  gton 
Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Jonesboro.  / 

The  tree  was  decorat¬ 
ed  on  Sunday,  Decem¬ 
ber  18  when  each  child 
in  the  department 
brought  a  pair,  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  socks  and  hung 
them  on  the  tree. 

These  socks  were  later 
sent  to  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in 
Little  Rock. 

Mrs.  C.  V.  McKin¬ 
ney  is  superintendent 
of  the  Children’s  Di¬ 
vision.  Mrs.  Clarence 
Cook  is  superintendent  of  the  Pri¬ 
mary  Department.  Teachers  are  Mrs. 
Floyd  Simpkins,  Mrs.  Hosea  Sims, 
Mrs.  Bill  Nutt  and  Mrs.  Virginia 


Lindley.  Associate  teachers  are  Mrs- 
George  Spaeth,  Miss  Lucy  Gray  and 
Miss  Wilma  Revelle.  Rev.  J.  H.  Holt 
is  pastor. 
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Fifth  Annual  Statewide  Circulation  Campaign 


Louisiana  Conference 


Serving  The  One  Hundred  And  Twelve  Thousand  Methodists 

of  Louisiana  Methodism 


First  Report 

The  first  report  by  churches  and  districts  of  the  results 
of  the  Circulation  Campaign  will  be  published  in  next 
week’s  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST.  This  report 
will  include  all  pastors’  reports  reaching  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  office  by  Saturday  noon,  January  21. 


Remember,  An  Informed  Methodist  Is  An  Active  Methodist! 

Keep  INFORMED  concerning  the  work  of  Methodism  and  METHODIST  is  the  channel  through  which  information  about 
organized  religion  at  home  and  abroad.  THE  LOUISIANA  the  church  at  work  reaches  you,  your  church,  and  your  home. 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  In  Every  Methodist  Home 

In  Louisiana 


The  Quota  and  Goal 

The  quota,  as  adopted  by  the  annual  conference  in 
Louisiana  Methodism,  is  one  subscription  for  each  nine 
members  reported  to  the  last  Annual  Conference  session. 
The  goal  is  12,000  subscriptions.  Each  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  should  have  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  subscribers.  Help  Louisiana 
Methodism  reach  this  goal! 


Follow-Up  Work  and  Reports 

Many  churches  reporting  the  first  time  this  week  will 
make  additional  reports  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
office  of  follow-up  work  of  securing  renewals  and  new  sub¬ 
scriptions  which  were  not  obtained  during  the  first  week 
of  the  campaign,  January  8-15.  Results  of  these  supple¬ 
mental  reports  will  be  published  in  the  Circulation  Cam¬ 
paign  reports  each  week  in  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


* 
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MIGUEL'S  BRIGHT  SURPRISE 

By  Jean  Wyatt 


“  a  DIOS!  Adios!”  Miguel  called 
to  Mamita,  his  mother, 

/T  smiling  and  nodding  as  she 
stood  by  the  door  of  their 
adobe  hut  holding  baby  Maria  with 
little  brother  Felipe  beside  her. 

Miguel  and  his  father,  a  tall, 
moustached  man,  and  Broko,  a  gray 
burro  loaded  with  the  crop  of  veg¬ 
etables  coaxed  from  their  field  of 
unwilling  earth,  moved  off  down  the 
winding  road. 

In  no  long  time  the  small  caravan 
was  joined  by  others  who  made 
their  home  on  the  wind-swept 
plateaus  in  the  mountains  of  Bolivia 
as  did  Miguel  and  hte  family.  They 
too  were  going  to  the  market  in  the 
city  of  La  Paz,  several  miles  dis¬ 
tant. 

Patient  burros  and  tinkling-belled 
llamas  carried  all  manner  of  things 
— pottery,  gayly  dyed  rugs,  bright 
sashes  and  capes  of  finely  woven 
wool.  There  were  silver  ornaments 
also,  and  everywhere,  as  befit  the 
harvest  season,  the  products  of  the 
fields. 

Miguel’s  black  eyes  shone  with 
pleasure  just  thinking  about  the 
twenty-one  round  copper  coins  that 
jingled  tunefully  in  his  pocket.  For 
many  months  he  had  saved  each 
precious  one,  earned  by  pulling  the 
stubborn  weeds  from  the  patch  of 
potatoes,  corn,  and  beans.  And  car¬ 
rying  water  from  the  stream  in  the 
rock.  And  watching  over  Maria  and 
little  brother  Felipe  on  the  days 
Mamita  busied  herself  in  the  house¬ 
hold  of  the  Americano. 

At  the  market  place  in  La  Paz 
today  Miguel  had  decided  to  spend 
the  lot  of  twenty-one  coins  to  buy 
something  for  each  member  of  the 
family.  With  such  wonderful 
thoughts  tumbling  about  in  his  head, 
the  time  was  short  as  a  dream  until 
he  and  his  father  came  to  the  great, 
noisy  city  and  the  market  place  full 
of  people  and  sounds,  smells  and 
color. 

Brightly  costumed  women  gos¬ 
siped,  sitting  beside  their  chickens 
and  geese.  Sacks  of  coffee  and  pine¬ 
apples  tweaked  Miguel’s  nostrils 
with  their  fragrance. 

Soon  Miguel’s  fathter  found  a  place 
to  his  liking.  Miguel  tethered  their 
gray  burro  and  helped  arrange  the 
produce  on  the  ground.  Everyone, 
it  seemed,  had  vegetables  to  sell, 
but  at  last  their  own  baskets  were 
empty,  with  enough  bolivianos  in 
return  to  pay  for  all  the  work  in 
the  field. 

The  sun  played  warmly  over 
everything,  and  now  Broko  brayed 
loudly,  announcing  in  his  own  way 
that  it  was  time  for  his  dinner. 

Miguel’s  father  saw  to  the  need 
of  the  hungry  burro.  Then  father 
and  son  shared  a  meal  of  fruit  which 
Mamita  had  provided. 

When  they  had  finished  eating,  a 
neighbor  from  their  own  village, 
Senor  Naranjo,  came  up. 

Miguel  scrambled  politely  to  his 

feet. 

After  a  few  minutes  Miguel  whis¬ 
pered  to  his  father,  “While  you  are 
talking,  could  I  stroll  through  the 
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market  and  buy  a  present  for  every¬ 
body?” 

His  father  nodded  and  Miguel 
moved  away. 

He  had  not  gone  far  when  he 
stopped  to  ask  the  price  of  a  rain¬ 
bow-colored  sash  for  Mamita.  The 
sash  cost  all  the  money  Miguel  had! 
And  everywhere  he  stopped,  it  was 
the  same. 

“How  can  I  buy  a  present  for 
Mamita  and  a  sweet  for  Maria — and 
a  little  silver  bell  for  Felipe?”  he 
asked  himself.  “I  do  not  have  enough 
of  the  copper  coins  to  buy  all  three.” 

Miguel  stared  about  unhappily 
and  found  that  he  had  wandered  to 
the  parrot  stall. 

The  stall  master  was  calling  out 
the  prices  of  the  birds. 

“Much  money  these  brightly  hued 
creatures  bring,”  Miguel  thought  as 
he  listened  with  eyes  and  ears  wide 
open. 

Suddenly  a  young  parrot,  with 


soft,  orange  feathers,  hopped  along 
its  perch  close  to  where  Miguel 
stood.  Its  black  eyes  peered  at  the 
boy  in  a  curious  manner. 

All  in  a  moment  Miguel  sucked 
in  his  breath  with  excitement. 

His  hand  dug  swiftly  into  the 
pocket  of  his  trousers  and  came  out 
again.  He  stepped  up  to  the  stall 
master. 

“I  can  give  you  twenty-one  cop¬ 
per  coins  for  the  lorito,”  Miguel  said 
eagerly. 

The  stall  master  gazed  into  Mig¬ 
uel’s  upturned  face.  The  promise  of 
a  smile  came  into  his  own  face.  At 
last  the  stall  master  said,  “I  will 
take  your  money.” 

He  placed  the  small,  orange  par¬ 
rot  in  Miguel’s  outstretched  hands. 
The  boy  turned  away,  running  with 
his  treasure  toward  the  place  where 
his  father  waited  with  their  gray 
burro. 

“Look!”  Miguel  shouted,  “A  bright 
surprise  for  all!” 

His  father  chuckled  as  he  stroked 
the  soft  feathers  of  the  young  par¬ 
rot. 


Then  Miguel,  a  big  piece  of  hap¬ 
piness  inside  him,  set  off  with  his 
father  and  Broko,  back  home  to 
where  Mamita  and  baby  Maria  and 
little  brother  Felipe  would  be  wait¬ 
ing  for  them. — Presbyterian  Life 


FORGIVENESS 

If  Mary  takes  my  nice  new  ball, 
And  quarrels  when  we  play, 
And  then  she’s  really  sorry,  I’ll 
Forgive  her  right  away. 

If  Johnny  hurts  my  feelings 
I  won’t  stay  mad  for  long, 

I’ll  just  forgive  him  in  my  heart, 
Then  sing  a  merry  song. 

Jesus  forgives  me  every  day 
For  naughty  things  I  do. 

And  so  when  others  do  me  wrong, 
I’ll  just  forgive  them,  too. 

— Elizabeth  F.  Whisner,  in  The 
North  Carolina  Christian 
Advocate 

A  HAPPY  DAY  RECIPE 

A  heart  full  of  thankfulness, 

A  thimbleful  of  care, 

A  soul  of  simple  hopefulness. 

An  early  morning  prayer, 

A  smile  to  greet  the  morning  with, 
A  kind  word  as  the  key 
To  open  the  door  and  greet  the  day 
Whate’er  it  brings  to  thee; 

A  patient  trust  in  Providence 
To  sweeten  all  the  way; 

All  these  combined  with  thoughtful¬ 
ness 

Will  make  a  happy  day. 

— Our  Boys  and  Girls 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


“Now  suppose,”  said  the  teacher, 
“a  man  working  on  the  river  bank 
suddenly  fell  in.  He  could  not  swim 
and  would  be  in  danger  of  drown¬ 
ing.  Picture  the  scene.  The  man’s 
sudden  fall,  the  cry  for  help.  "His 
wife  knows  his  peril  and,  hearing 
his  screams,  rushes  immediately  to 
the  bank.  Why  does  she  rush  to 
the  bank?” 

Replied  the  smart  little  boy,  “To 
draw  his  insurance  money.” — Illi¬ 
nois  Baptist 

*  *  * 

“Now  can  anybody  tell  me,”  asked 
the  geography  teacher,  “where  we 
find  mangoes?” 

“Yes,  miss,”  replied  a  knowing 
little  boy,  “wherever  woman  goes.” 
— Atlas  News,  Atlas  Auto  Finance 
Co. 

*  *  * 

Five-year-old  Willie  had  been 
taught  that  Sunday  is  not  a  day  for 
play.  One  Sunday  morning  his 
mother  found  him  sailing  his  toy 
boat  in  the  bath. 

“Willie,”  she  scolded,  “don’t  you 
know  it’s  wicked  to  sail  boats  on 
Sunday?” 

“Oh,  that’s  all  right,  Mummy,”  he 
replied,  calmly.  “This  isn’t  a  pleas¬ 
ure  trip.  This  is  a  Missionary  boat 
going  to  Africa.” — Tit-Bits,  London 

*  *  * 

“How  did  you  keep  from  crying?” 
someone  asked  a  little  girl  who  had 
fallen  and  hurt  her  knee. 

“Oh,”  she  answered,  “I  just  said 
to  myself,  ‘Stop  that,’  and  made  my¬ 
self  mind  me.” — Sunshine  Magazine 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WINTER  DAYS 


Jimmy,  through  December  days, 
Waits  from  winter  fun 
With  his  ice-skates,  skis  and  sled 
Ready,  every  one; 

Feels  excitement  rising  high, 
Heyday  drawing  near — 

Then,  at  last,  the  merry-making — 
Christmas  and  New  Year! 

Jimmy,  when  it’s  January, 

Runs  his  way  to  school 
Stopping  for  a  slide  upon 
Every  icy  pool; 

Watches  tiny  snowflakes  fall 
Hoping  they  may  pile 
Into  crusty,  drifted  depths 
Sure  to  last  a  while. 

Jimmy,  first  of  February, 

Fails  a  mid-year  test; 

Plans  to  study  harder,  now, 

History  and  the  rest; 

Reads  of  Lincoln’s  tragic  grandeur 
Naught  can  ever  dim; 

Dreams  of  doing  noble  deeds — 
Longs  to  be  like  him. 

— Alice  A.  Keen  in  The 
Christian  Herald 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  » 

ARKANSAS-UQU  ,SI  AN  A  AREA 


Workshop  On  World  Understanding 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

ST.  MARK’S  METHODIST  CHURCH 
-  1130  N.  Rampart  St.,  New  Orleans 

January  21,  22,  1956 

THEME:  One  With  the  Peoples  of  the  World 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY  21 
Registration  9:30  A.M. 

10:00  A.M. — 

Presiding,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Goldthwait,  Conference  Sec¬ 
retary,  Christian  Social  Relations 
Opening  Worship — Miss  Louise  Robinson,  Coordin¬ 
ator  International  Team 
Background  Statement — Mrs.  C.  F.  Goldthwait 
Panel— “Barriers  to  Freedom  and  Equality  in  our 
Community”— Mrs.  G.  W.  Carter,  Moderator 
“Prejudice” — Mrs.  Martin  Harvey 
“Segregation” — Mr.  Clarence  Laws 
“Loyalty  and  Freedom”— Mrs.  Garland  Taylor 
“Ignorance  of  National  Customs  and  Back¬ 
ground” — Miss  Eva  Shipstone 

Questions 

Interview  of  International  Team — Miss  Louise  Rob¬ 
inson 

Mrs.  Kiyo  Tanaka,  Teacher,  YWCA  and  Church 
Leader,  Nagoya,  Japan 

Miss  Violetta  Cavallero,  Director  Religious  Ed¬ 
ucation,  Crandon  Institute,  Montevideo, 
Uruguay 

Miss  Eva  Shipstone,  Director  Psychology  De¬ 
partment,  Isabella  Thoburn  College,  Luck¬ 
now,  India 

12:15  P.M. — 

Luncheon 

1:00  P.M. — 

“Bridges  of  Understanding  in  Our  Local  Communi¬ 
ties” — Dr.  George  Mitchell,  Executive  Director, 
Southern  Regional  Council,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

Buzz  Sessions — Discussion  of: 

Every  Child  Has  the  Right  to  A  Good  World 
Every  Citizen  Is  Responsible  for  World  Peace 
Everyone  Has  the  Right  to  Freedom  of  Opinion 
and  Expression 

Reports 

7:00  P.M. — 

Presiding,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  President,  Louisiana 
Conference  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice 

Hymn  -  Prayer 

“Breaking  Down  Barriers  Through  World  Under¬ 
standing” — Dr.  George  Mitchell 

International  Team  and  Miss  Robinson 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  22 

3:00  P.M.— 

“Youth  Looks  At  the  Need  for  Understanding” — 
Mr.  Larry  Pliemann,  President,  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement,  Louisiana 
Address — Miss  Eva  Shipstone 
Closing  Message — “Freedom” — Miss  Violetta  Caval¬ 
lero 


International  Team  In  Louisiana 


The  International  Team  which  will  lead  in  the  Workshop  which  will 
be  held  in  New  Orleans  on  January  21-22  are  pictured  above  at  Camp 
Aldersgate  where  a  workshop  was  held  for  Arkansas  women  in  November. 
Standing  left  to  right  are  Miss  Eva  Shipstone,  Miss  Violetta  Cavallero,  Mrs. 
Earl  D.  Cotton,  Secretary  of  Christian  Social  Relations,  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction.  Seated,  Mrs.  Kiyo  Tanaka  and  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson,  President 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 


WOMEN  IN  THE 
CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

A  mobile  unit  donated  by  United 
Church  Women  of  the  U.S.A.,  for 
use  in  providing  a  Christian  min¬ 
istry  in  Africa  to  Kikuyu  tribesmen 
victimized  by  Mau  Mau  terrorists, 
was  dedicated  recently  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  The  unit  is  a  station  wagon 
equipped  with  worship  materials, 
books,  projector  and  slides  and  ex¬ 
tensive  medical  supplies.  It  was 
purchased  from  funds  collected  in 
American  churches  during  the  an¬ 
nual  observance  of  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer. 


The  General  Synod  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  of  Austria,  meeting 
recehtly  in  Vienna,  heard  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  number  of  women  theol¬ 
ogians  (Vikarinen)  for  ordination 
and  admission  to  the  office  and 
work  of  a  pastor.  Its  subsequent  de¬ 
cision  to  refuse  the  women  ordina¬ 
tion  was  based  on  a  “theological 
statement.”  This  statement  was 
based  on  “pronouncements  of  the 
Bible  about  the  office  of  women  in 
the  church,  especially  in  the  light 
of  what  is  said  about  marriage  and 
the  family.”  It  held  that  the  gospel 
knows  an  “equal  worth”  of  both 
sexes,  but  not  an  “equal  nature”; 
that  the  gospel  recognizes  neither 
egotistical  patriarchy  nor  a  legal 
status  of  co-operative  partnership. 
The  latter,  it  said,  would  pre-sup- 
pose  an  “equal  nature”  of  men  and 
women.  Since  the  church  in  its 
preaching  is  bound  to  the  pro¬ 
nouncements  of  the  Bible,  it  can 
regulate  its  life  and  its  ministries 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Fayetteville  Woman’s  Society 
observed  its  Fifteenth  Birthday 
celebration  on  January  2  following 
the  business  meeting  conducted  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  Alfred  Hathcock. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Field  gave  the  opening 
meditation,  and  Rev.  William  Sher¬ 
man,  guest  speaker,  spoke  on  “The 
History  of  Methodism  and  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service.” 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Murphy  honored  the 
charter  members  who  are  deceased, 
those  who  have  moved  away,  and 
those  who  were  present,  by  lighting 
candles  on  a  birthday  cake,  prepared 
by  Mrs.  Walter  Cole. 

MrsTR.  K.  Bent  spoke  on  the  pur¬ 
pose  and  work  of  the  Society  carried 
on  in  more  than  30  countries  of  the 
world. 

The  luncheon  which  followed  was 
prepared  by  Circles  7  and  11  with 
Mrs.  B.  D.  Willetts  and  Mrs.  Don 
King  chairmen. 


“The  Changeless  Gospel  in  a 
Revolutionary  Age”  was  the  devo¬ 
tional  topic  discussed  by  Mrs.  R.  ~S. 
Wilson  at  the  January  3  meeting  of 
the  Van  Buren  First  Church  So¬ 
ciety.  Others  on  the  program  were 
Mrs.  Tom  Wells,  Mrs.  Bob  Hardcaa- 
tle  and  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Dollar. 

Circle  2  was  in  charge  of  the 
luncheon,  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  McBride 
presided  over  the  business  meeting 
which  followed. 


only  in  accordance  with  Biblical 
conceptions,  the  statement  said.  The 
Synod  decided,  however,  to  place 
women  theologians  on  equal  finan¬ 
cial  footing  with  pastors. 
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Dr.  G.  EARL  GUINN,  president  of  Louisiana 
College,  was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Men  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  17. 

REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Minden  on  Monday 
evening,  January  16. 

DR.  HAROLD  E.  FEY  on  January  1  assumed 
the  position  as  editor  of  The  Christian 
Century,  undenominational  weekly  published  in 
Chicago.  He  succeeds  Dr.  Paul  Hutchinson.  Dr. 
Fey  has  been  executive  editor  of  the  Journal 
for  several  years. 

THE  CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR,  direct¬ 
ed  by  A.  C.  Voran,  presented  a  25-minute 
concert  on  Friday  before  the  Shreveport  Rotary 
Club  at  Shreveport’s  Washington- Youree  Hotel. 
The  Rotary  organization  annually  presents  the 
concert  in  the  winter. 

C.  C.  WAILES  had  charge  of  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  the  Ferriday  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday  evening,  January  8.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Don  Alverson,  was  assisting  in  the 
dedication  service  at  the  Floyd  Methodist  Church 
on  the  Epps  Charge,  which  was  built  during  his 
pastorate  there. 

THE  OFFICIAL  BOARD  of  the  Zachary  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  voted  to  dismiss  the  evening 
service  on  January  8  so  that  the  members  of 
the  church  might  join  the  members  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  welcoming  the  new  Baptist 
minister,  Rev.  S.  J.  Morris.  Rev.  J.  W.  Ailor  is 
pastor  of  the  Zachary  Methodist  Church. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  speaker  on  last 
Monday  at  a  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Minden.  He  dis¬ 
cussed  the  contributions  of  a  Christian  college 
to  higher  education.  Rev.  Joe  Robinson  is  pastor 
of  the  Minden  Church. 

THE  METHODIST  STUDENT  MOVEMENT  of 
Centenary  College  sponsored  a  concert  by 
the  Wiley  College  Choir  of  Marshall,  Texas,  on 
the  Centenary  campus  on  Thursday,  January  12. 
Delton  Pickering  of  New  Orleans  is  president  of 
the  MSM  and  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  is  faculty  ad¬ 
visor. 

THE  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  of  Adult  Work, 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  in  charge 
will  meet  at  First  Church,  Alexandria,  March  15 
and  16  Dr.  Robert  Clemmons,  of  the  General 
Board  staff,  will  guide  the  planning.  District 
and  sub-district  directors  of  adult  work  and  the 
Conference  Council  of  Young  Adults  will  meet  in 
this  planning  conference. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER,  associate  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria, 
was  the  preacher  in  evangelistic  services  at  the 
Nolley  Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Jena,  Jan¬ 
uary  1  through  January  8.  The  revival  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  Rev 
W.  O.  Lynch  is  pastor  of  Nolley  Memorial 

Church. 


DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  attended  the  42nd  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  American  Colleges  last 
week  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Dr.  Mickle  is  a  member 
of  the  Commission  on  Public  Relations.  He  also 
attended  special  meetings  for  presidents  of  Meth¬ 
odist-sponsored  colleges  in  conjunction  with  the 
event. 

DR.  WEBB  POMEROY,  assistant  professor  of 
Bible  and  director  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  at  Centenary  College,  was  guest 
speaker  on  Tuesday,  January  17,  at  a  luncheon 
meeting  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Logansport. 
He  spoke  on  the  topic,  “Practical  Semantics, 
explaining  that  differences  of  opinion  usually  re¬ 
sult  from  different  definitions  of  words. 

STUDENT  RECOGNITION  DAY  was  observed 
at  the  Zachary  Methodist  Church  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  service  on  January  1.  Jimmie  Messer  spoke 
on  the  topic,  “What  is  That  in  Your  Hand?  Lyn 


Kennedy  conducted  the  song  service;  Sidney 
Allison  read  the  scripture;  Jimmie  Lutschg  led  in 
the  prayer  and  Louden  Yantis  gave  the  benedic¬ 
tion. 


REV.  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church, "was  the  visiting 
speaker  at  the  regular  Family  Night  supper  of 
the  Ferriday  Methodist  Church  on  January  12. 
After  the  meal  about  90  people  heard  Mr.  Kil¬ 
patrick  speak  concerning  his  recent  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land.  He  showed  pictures  which  were 
taken  on  the  trip. 

ROBERT  FRANKLIN  REED,  age  57,  died  of  a 
heart  attack  on  Thursday,  January  12,  at 
Alexandria.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Official 
Board  of  Oak  Grove-Effie  Methodist  Church  and 
was  president  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  church. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs._Ella  Reed,  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Ewell  Luneau  of  Effie,  Mrs.  Bar¬ 
bara  Reed  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  Miss  Glocina  Reed 
of  Effie;  a  son,  John  Reed  of  Pineville;  five 
brothers  and  three  sisters. 


THE  METHOblST  MINISTERS  from  Shreve¬ 
port  participated  in  a  panel  discussion  at 
Centenary  College  on  Thursday  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement.  Rev. 
Roy  Mouser,  pastor  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  served  as  moderator,  and  panelists  were 
Dr.  Webb  Pomroy,  assistant  professor  of  Bible 
at  Centenary,  and  Rev.  Bobby  Lawton,  associate 
pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church.  Topic 
of  discussion  was  “Is  God  My  Shepherd?” 

The  brownville  methodist  church 

will  sponsor  a  youth  revival  from  January 
2&  through  February  5  with  a  different  speaker 
for  each  service.  There  will  be  a  youth  speaker 
for  each  Sunday  morning  and  evening  service  for 
January  29  and  February  5  and  one  for  each 
evening  service  from  Monday  through  Saturday 
evening.  Ray  Edwards  is  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship,  J.  Bell  is  counselor  and 
B.  P.  Durbin  is  co-counselor.  Barbara  Rhone  is 
secretary  of  the  committee  on  arrangements. 

THE  MIZPAH  CLASS  of  the  First*  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  will  sponsor  the 
church’s  missionary  to  Mexico,  Rev.  Francisco 
Larios,  and  his  family,  according  to  a  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  Church.  Mr.  Larios,  who  is  a  native  min¬ 
ister,  is  the  pastor  with  whom  Dr.  Dawson 
worked  in  Mexico  during  the  Evangelistic  Mis¬ 
sion  in  the  summer  of  1953.  This  is  the  second 
Church  School  class  at  First  Church  to  sponsor 
a  missionary.  The  Wedding  Ring  Class  sponsors 
the  Schafer  family  in  Cuba. 

THE  ADULT  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Denham  Springs  which  is  com¬ 
posed  of  *30  voices,  presented  its  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  cantata  on  Sunday  night,  December  18.  Mrs. 
James  DeLaune,  choir  director,  was  in  charge. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Neal  accompanied  on  the  organ  and 
Miss  Alice  Wilkinson  on  the  piano.  The  service 
began  with  carol  singing  by  the  congregation 
after  which  “The  Music  of  Christmas”  was  sung 
by  the  choir.  Soloists  were  Ouida  Milton,  Miss 
Alice  Coxe,  Fred  Schwendimann,  III,  Mrs. 
Leonard  Thomas,  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Schwendi¬ 
mann. 

DR.  DANA  DAWSON,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  presented 
the  following  young  men  of  the  church  with  their 
licenses  to  preach  at  a  recent  Sunday  morning 
worship  service.  They  were:  Bennie  Hudnall, 
Fletcher  Oaklay,  Tracy  Speake,  Ben  McCoy, 
Donald  Learner  and  James  Garma.  The  group 
was  licensed  by  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Bogalusa.  Last  week  another 
young  man  of  the  church,  Warren  Blakeman, 
who  served  as  the  summer  recreational  leader, 
received  his  license  to  preach,  bringing  the  total 
to  seven. 


AMONG  the  honors  awarded  to  members  of  the 
Ferriday  High  School  championship  football 
team  at  its  annual  banquet  on  January  13,  two 
were  given  to  two  active  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Buddy  Long  was  awarded  a  trophy 
as  a  member  of  the  All  State  team.  Tommy 


Purvis  received  the  trophy  awarded  to  the  most 
valuable  player  on  the  team.  This  trophy  i3 
awarded  to  a  senior  on  the  basis  of  character, 
scholarship,  leadership,  sportsmanship  and  foot¬ 
ball  ability?  Tommy  is  president  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  Sub-District.  Both  of  these 
young  men  have  signed  a  full  four-year  football 
scholarship  to  attend  college  at  Mississippi 
Southern. 

STUDENT  RECOGNITION  DAY  was  held  the 
first  Sunday  of  January  in  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria.  The  program  was 
based  on  the  work  being  done  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  Centers  at  the  various  colleges  and 
schools.  Clifford  Riley  Kelley,  a  student  of 
Northwestern  State  College,  conducted  the  regu¬ 
lar  morning  service.  Miss  Barbara  Hightower 
of  Northwestern  read  the  Scripture  lesson.  Miss 
Donna  Hightower  of  Louisiana  Tech,  told  of  the 
fellowship  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  Center. 
Miss  Lou  Normand,  also  a  student  at  Northwest¬ 
ern,  told  of  the  $5.00  plan  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  center.  The  musical  program  was  furnished 
by  David  Ward-Stermen,  of  Florida  University. 
Some  17  members  of  Trinity  Church,  attending 
colleges  throughout  the  South,  are  benefitted  by 
the  Wesley  Foundation  Centers. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Baton 
Rouge,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor,  is  now 
engaged  in  a  January  Evangelistic  Series  as  a 
part  of  the  January-Easter  Attendance  Cam¬ 
paign.  The  series,  “Cross  Questions  and  Christian 
Answers”  is  being  conducted  during  the  five 
Sunday  evenings  of  January.  A  survey,  verbal 
and  written,  was  conducted  to  determine  what 
troublesome  questions  of  everyday  living  most 
needed  a  Christian  approach,  and  the  topics  for 
the  evenings  were  chosen  from  the  results.  Con¬ 
ducting  the  series  is  Rev.  Robert  E.  Taylor,  Jr., 
associate  minister,  assisted  by  Rev.  Hugh  L. 
Baker,  minister  of  the  Parish,  and  Don  E.  Barnes, 
minister  of  Christian  Education.  Following  the 
Series,  a  Lenten  series  will  begin,  entitled 
“Truths  That  Transform,”  conducted  by  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  and  Mr.  Barnes.  A  Holy  Week  Series  will  be 
conducted  by  Mr.  Baker.  The  church  reports 
that  much  impetus  seems  to  have  been  given 
Sunday  evening  attendance  by  these  evangelistic 
series. 


BISHOP  MARTIN  ATTENDS 
BOARD  MEETINGS 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of  the  Arkan- 
sas-Louisiana  Area  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
is  attending  a  meeting  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  17-20. 

Bishop  Martin  is  vice  president  of  the  Board, 
and  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Board’s  Division 
of  the  Local  Church. 

The  Bishop  will  go  from  Cincinnati  to  Buck 
Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  January  21,  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  now  working  on  the  quadren¬ 
nial  program  of  the  church  which  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  1956  General  Conference  for  ap¬ 
proval. 

Bishop  Martin  will  be  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
January  25  and  26,  where  he  will  preside  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Temperance 
Board  for  the  past  eight  years. 


BISHOP  ENSLEY  ON  CBS  TV 
TO  DISCUSS  MODERN  JOB 

Evil  too  often  seems  to  turn  out  success¬ 
fully;  good  conduct  qften  goes  unrewarded. 

This  is  the  problem  that  Bishop  F.  Gerald 
Ensley  of  Des  Moines  will  discuss  with  Dr.  Ly¬ 
man  Bryson  before  a  nation-wide  television 
audience  Sunday  morning,  January  22. 

The  program  is  Columbia’s  network  present¬ 
ation,  LAMP  UNTO  MY  FEET,  originating  in 
New  York  at  10:00  a.  m.  EST.  The  half-hour  is 
divided  between  drama  and  discussion. 

The  play,  written  by  Howard  Rodman  and 
entitled  “What  Have  I  Done?”,  is  a  modern 
rendition  of  the  story  of  Job.  A  good  man  looks 
forward  to  a  promotion.  Instead,  an  opportune 
gets  the  raise.  The  good  man’s  wife  protests  to 
his  boss. 

,  Bishop  Ensley  and  Dr.  Bryson,  a  leader  in 
adult  education,  will  seek  the  answer  to  the 
frequent  question  “Does  it  pay  to  be  good?  ■ 

The  program  will  be  carried  throughout  th 
nation.  Several  stations  will  present  the  sho 
one  week  later;  some,  two  weeks  later. 
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Louisiana  Conference 

proyer  Life  Movement 

♦January  16-17 — Glenmora;  Claud 
O.  Hall,  Pastor 

January  17-18— Oal?  Ridge;  James 
M.  Poole,  Pastor 

January  18-19 — St.  Paul’s,  Monroe; 

B.  R.  Oliphint,  Pastor 
January  19-2.0 — Mangum  Memorial, 
Shreveport;  Ira  W.  Flowers,  Pas¬ 
tor 

January  20-21 — First  Church,  La¬ 
fayette;  Fred  Flurry,  Pastor 
January  21-22— Rayville;  John  F. 

Kilpatrick,  Pastor 
January  22-23 — (1.)  Canal  Street, 

1  New  Orleans;  R.  M.  Bentley,  Pas¬ 
tor 

(2.)  Boyce;  W.  L.  Doss,  Jr.,  Pas¬ 
tor 

January  23-24 — Jonesville;  L.  Gray 
Wilson,  Pastor 

January  24-25 — Memorial,  Monroe; 

W.  Ralph  Cain,  Pastor 
January  25-26 — University,  Lake 
Charles;  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  Pas¬ 
tor 

January  26-27— Sterlington;  Dan  F. 
Anders,  Pastor 

January  27-28— Gordon  Avenue, 
Monroe;  Tillman  A.  Brown,  Pas¬ 
tor 

*— In  each  case  the  Prayer  Vigil 
begins  at  6:00  p.  m.  on  the  first 
date  and  closes  at  6:00  p.  m.  on 
the  2nd  date. 

There  is  still  time  to  volunteer  to 
participate  in  the  Prayer  Vigil.  Two 
churches  are  being  assigned  the 
same  date  as  far  as  possible.  Pastors 
of  churches  which  desire  to  partici¬ 
pate  may  contact  their  District  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Evangelism  or  the  under¬ 
signed.  Ten  more  churches  in  the 
Alexandria  District  volunteered 
through  their  pastors  in  attendance 
at  the  Alexandria  District  Preachers 
Meeting  at  Trinity  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  on  January  5. 

Be  sure  to  give  opportunity  to  the 
shut-ins  and  patients  in  the  hos¬ 
pitals  or  at  home  to  participate  even 
though  they  cannot  come  to  the 
church. 

Pastors  and  laymen  are  invited 
to  send  to  the  undersigned  reports 
concerning  their  vigils,  with  par¬ 
ticular  attention  given  to  personal 
testimonies  of  those  participating. 
— W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Evangelism 

CENTENARY  CHOIR 
CONCERT  TOUR 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
leans  concert  every  year  as  a  means 
of  providing  pleasure  for  others.  He 
proudly  explains  that,  were  it  not 
for  the  opportunities  afforded  him 
in  Amercia,  he  never  would  have 
had  the  financial  means  to  do  such 
good  works. 

Born  in  1885  in  a  small  Hungarian 
town,  Szodomka  was  a  sailor  when 
he  jumped  ship  at  Savannah,  Ga., 
eventually  worked  his  way  to  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala.,  and  hence  to  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

For  many  years,  he  worked  at 
various  machine  shops  in  and  around 
New  Orleans  and  carefully  saved 
his  meager  earnings  while  cherish¬ 
ing  the  dream  of  someday  owning 
his  own  business.  In  1914,  that  dream 
came  true.  However,  his  happiness 
was  short-lived,  for  the  business 
was  unsuccessful. 

However,  still  clinging  to  his  life¬ 
long  ambition,  Szodomka  ventured 
into  the  business  world  a  second 


OPENING  OF  EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING 
AT  LAKE  VISTA 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
MINISTERS’  MEETING 

The  Alexandria  District  ministers’ 
meeting  was  held  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing,  January  5,  in  the  education  an¬ 
nex  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  with  Rev.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  Jr.,  District  Superintendent, 
presiding. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor  of  the 
Hass  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  presented  the  constant  pray¬ 
er  vigil  from  Jan.  1  to  May  29,  the 
day  of  the  opening  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  In  this  program,  some 
member  of  the  church  will  be  pray¬ 
ing  in  churches  throughout  Louisi¬ 
ana  for  every  hour  and  minute  of 
each  day.  Mr.  Boddie  reported  that 
31  of  34  charges  in  the  Alexandria 
District  are  participating. 

Mr.  Townsend  presented  details 
of  the  church-wide  attendance  cam¬ 
paign  which  is  to  extend  through 
Easter.  James  N.  Fomby,  District 
Lay  Leader,  Alexandria,  presented 
the  Lay  Program  of  organizing  men’s 
groups  throughout  the  district  and 
the  1000  Club,  and  organization 
whose  primary  purpose  is  to  sub¬ 
sidize  the  building  of  new  churches 
in  Louisiana. 

According  to  Mr.  Townsend,  the 
Alexandria  District  plans  to  raise 
$15,000.00  during  the  next  five  years 
for  the  Alaska  Methodist  college, 
the  frist  liberal  arts  college  in  the 
area,  at  Anchorage,  Alaska.  He  also 
announced  that  the  churches  are  to 
raise  about  $15,000.00  in  the  next 
four  years  for  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  Balding  just  off  the  campus  of 
Northwestern  State  College,  Natch¬ 
itoches.  Askings  were  handed  to  the 
charges  at  the  same  time  for  both 
purposes. 

Rev,.  Charles  Giessen,  District 
Missionary  secretary,  Lecompte,  an¬ 
nounced  the  District  Missionary  In¬ 
stitute  will  be  held  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria  on  Jan.  19  with  speakers 
representing  American  Indian  mis¬ 
sions. 

Other  items  presented  were:  The 
annual  subscription  campaign  o  f 
The  Louisiana  Methodist,  January 
8-15  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  who  an¬ 
nounced  a  quota  of  1075  for  the 
District.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bowdon,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
announced  the  program  of  Annual 
Ministers’  Week  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University,  Dallas  on  February 
6-9. — M.  S.  Roberson 


CHRISTMAS  ACTIVITIES 
ON  RAYNE  CHARGE 

The  annual  Christmas  program  of 
the  Rayne  Sunday  School  was  held 
on  Thursday  evening,  December  22. 
A  Christmas  play  was  presented  and 
the  group  adjourned  to  the  Hut  for 
the  visit  of  Santa  Claus.  At  the  close 
of  the  visit,  Santa  presented  a  21” 
Admiral  television  set  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  D.  T.  Williams,  and  his  family 
as  a  gift  from  the  members  of  both 


time.  This  business,  started  with 
a  few  welding  tools  and  only  $10 
in  cash,  eventually  became  the 
fabulously  successful  Dixie  Machine 
Works.  Its  success  stemmed  from 
Szodomka’s  idea  of  transporting  his 
welding  equipment  to  the  shipyards 
rather  than  waiting  for  repair  work 
to  be  brought  to  his  shop. 

His  sponsoring  of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  each  year  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  one  of  his  many  methods  of 
bringing  happiness  to  others  in  re¬ 
turn  for  the  happiness  he  has  real¬ 
ized  in  the  United  States. — Centen¬ 
ary  News  Bureau 


A  vesper  service  at  3:30  o’clock 
Sunday  afternoon,  January  15,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  Open  House  at  4:15, 
provided  an  opportunity  for  the 
general  public  to  visit  the  new  $100,- 
000.00  Religious  Education  Building 
just  erected  by  the  Lake  Vista  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  the  church  property 
at  6645  Spanish  Fort  Boulevard,  New 
Orleans.  The  pastor  of  the  church, 
Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  reports  that 
New  Orleans  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  V  i  r  g  il  Morris  delivered  the 
Charge  of  Responsibility  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  lead  in  the  prayer 


The  “Pink  Christmas  Tree”,  one- 
act  temperance  play  written  by 
Donald  Kuhn  of  the  General  Board 
of  Temperance,  was  given  on  Sun¬ 
day  night,  December  4,  in  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Denham 
Springs  as  a  part  of  the  Commit¬ 
ment  Day  observance.  A  splendid 
congregation  was  present  to  see  how 
one  family  dealt  with  the  modern 
pressure  of  social  drinking  in  a 
Christian  manner;  the  family  sim¬ 
ply  decided  to  abstain  from  the  use 
of  alcoholic  beverages  as  a  wise 
way  of  life.  Pictured  is  a  scene  from 
the  play,  and  shows,  reading  from 


the  Rayne  and  Branch  Churches. 

The  annual  candle-lighting  service 
for  the  Rayne  Church  was  held  on 
Christmas  night  with  a  good  attend¬ 
ance.  Harry  Lee  Stagg  led  the  wor¬ 
ship  program,  and  the  pastor  con¬ 
ducted  the  service  of  candle-light¬ 
ing. 

The  Rayne  Church  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  conducted  a 
watch-night  service  on  New  Year’s 
Eve  and  the  pastor  administered  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  to 
both  young  people  and  adults  as 
the  year  of  1955  gave  way  to  1956. 
— Reporter 


of  consecration.  The  musical  pro¬ 
gram  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Beatrice  Baldinger  included  anthems 
by  the  Senior  Choir  along  with  spec¬ 
ial  vocal  and  instrumental  numbers. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent  L. 
B.  Cochran  announced  that  the 
faculty  of  12  teachers  and  their  al¬ 
ternates  were  in  their  respective 
classrooms  during  the  Open  House 
and  met  parents  and  demonstrated 
the  modern  equipment  and  facilities 
the  new  building  contains.  A  com¬ 
mittee  headed  by  Mrs.  William  C. 
Bowles  served  refreshments. 


left  to  right,  Ann  Trahan  as  Emily 
the  wife  and  mother;  Norman  Pat¬ 
terson  as  Bill  the  husband  and 
father;  Fred  Schwendimann  as  Mr. 
Stout,  the  TV  repairman,  and  Mary 
Lyn  Hall  as  the  aunt  visiting  in  the 
home. 

At  the  morning  serviced,  Rev. 
Fred  Schwendimann,  pastor,  spoke 
upon  the  subject,  “Winners  Don’t 
Drink”.  Mrs.  Guy  Corley  presented 
the  cause  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  and  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  $65.69  was  given  for  that 
organization.  Commitment  cards 
were  distributed,  and  friends  were 
invited  to  make  their  commitments 
of  abstinence,  leaving  the  cards  on 
the  chanel  during  the  communion 
serving.  It  was  noted  that  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  number  renewing  their 
covenants  of  abstinence,  27  made 
their  first  commitment  to  not  use 
alcohol. 

Further  emphasis  of  the  church 
upon  non-drinking  is  the  supporting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  Film  project  in  the  amount  of 
$100.00.  In  the  spring  the  church 
will  participate  in  the  essay-speech 
contest,  a  point  project  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Temperance  and 
the  L.M.C.F. — Reporter 


Temperance  Play  Given  By  Young  People 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


CHRISTMAS  MEETING  OF  RICE-BELT 
SUB-DISTRICT 


Food  for  Methodist  Children’s  Home 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Jonesboro  Area  _ 

The  Jonesboro  Area  Sub-District 
met  on  Monday  evening,  January  2, 
at  Nettleton  with  157  present.  Presi¬ 
dent  Marion  Pollard  presided  over 
the  business  meeting. 

Four  discussion  groups  on  voca¬ 
tions  were  held  as  follows:  Doctors 
by  Dr.  Grover  Poole;  Public  School 
Teaching  by  Mr.  Martin,  principal 
of  the  Jonesboro  High  School; 
Home-making  and  Marriage  by  Rev. 
Bill  Dennis,  and  Full-time  Christian 
Service  by  Rev.  Arvil  C.  Brannon. 

Nettleton  was  in  charge  of  the 
worship  program.  Guest  speaker 
Boyce  Bowden  of  Arkansas  State 
College  spoke  on  “What  Shall  I  Do 
With  My  Life?” 

Refreshments  were  served  and 
recreation  was  led  by  Larry  Dent. 
— Zetta  Mae  Downs 


Grace  Curtis 

The  Grace  Curtis  Sub-District 
met  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Rector  on  Monday  evening,  De¬ 
cember  12.  One  hundred  thirty-five 
young  people  were  present  for  the 
Christmas  program. 

The  council  meeting  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  preceded  the  worship 
service. 

Miss  Roberta  Mebane  was  the 
organist  and  Charles  Crow  read  the 
scripture.  After  the  singing  of  carols, 
a  film  was  shown.  The  title  of  the 
film  was  “The  Greatest  Gift.” 

The  group  enjoyed  recreation  and 
refreshments  in  the  basement.  — 
Publicity  Chairman 


One  story  stubbornly  keeps  place 
in  my  memory.  It  is  of  a  minister 
who  on  meeting  a  little  boy  one  day 
asked,  “Sonny  boy,  who  made  you?” 

“Well,  to  tell  you  the  truth,”  the 
ilttle  boy  replied,  “1  ain’t  done  yet.” 

That  sharp  answer  contains  a  very 
wise  bit  of  philosophy.  The  lad  real- 


“What  is  This  Thing  Called  Christ¬ 
mas?”  was  the  theme  of  the  Rice- 
Belt  Sub -District  meeting  held  at 
Lodges  Corner  on  Monday,  Decem¬ 
ber  12. 

One  of  the  projects  for  the  year 
was  the  collecting  of  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing  for  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Little  Rock. 

Games  were  played  in  the  recrea¬ 
tion  hall,  led  by  the  DeWitt  group. 
Refreshments  were  served  to  ap¬ 
proximately  80  young  people,  coun¬ 
selors  and  pastors. — Reporter 


THE  CINCINNATI 
METHODIST  YOUTH 
FELLOWSHIP 

The  Cincinnati  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Virginia  Shaw  on  Friday,  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  at  8:00  p.  m.  Christmas  bas¬ 
kets  of  fruit  and  candy  were  de¬ 
livered  to  fifteen  shut-ins  and  elder¬ 
ly  people.  Carols  were  sung  at  each 
home. 

The  group  met  on  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  24,  at  the  church  to  decorate 
the  tree  for  the  program  that  night. 

On  Sunday  night  the  regular 
meeting  was  held  in  the  church.  On 
Friday  night,  December  30,  the 
group  visited  an  elderly  woman  in 
the  community  and  sang  songs. 

On  Saturday,  December  3  1,  a 
watch  party  was  held  in  the  com¬ 
munity  building. — Diane  Clark 


ized  that  he  was  still  on  the  make. 
He  was  growing  up.  The  longer  he 
lived,  the  more  opportunity  life 
would  give  him.  So  it  should  be  for 
every  one  of  us — no  matter  what  be 
the  days  of  our  years.  Life  can  be 
ever  so  much  more  wonderful  if  we 
sincerely  believe  in  God,  who  doeth 
all  things  well.  He  gives  grace  and 
glory  on  an  ever-increasing  scale  as 
we  open  to  Him  our  lives  and  our 
souls  and  our  minds. — Reuben  K. 
Youngdahl  in  The  Secret  of  Great¬ 
ness  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.) 

) 


STUDENT  RECOGNITION 
DAY  AT  JENNINGS 

Students  from  three  colleges  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Student  Recognition 
Day  program  which  was  held  at 
Jennings  on  January  1. 

Speakers  were  Nancy  Miessner  of 
Louisiana  Tech,  Jack  Phelps,  of 
S.L.I.,  John  Marshall  Welsh  of  L.S.U. 
and  Gailya  McCutchen  of  L.S.U; 
Themes  of  the  speakers  were:  “The 
Contribution  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  to  Student  Life,”  “The  Value 
of  the  MYF  in  Preparing  for  Col¬ 
lege,”  and  “Youth  and  Christ.” 

A  social  hour  for  college  students 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Temple  following  the 
evening  service.  Mrs.  Temple  is  sec¬ 
retary  of  Student  Work  for  the  local 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. — Reporter 


CARAVAN  COUNSELOR 
NEEDED 

One  or  more  Youth  Caravan  coun¬ 
selors  are  needed  for  the  teams 
working  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  this  coming  summer.  Here  is 
a  opportunity  for  home  mission  serv¬ 
ice  and  fellowship,  a  group  of  youth 
leaders. 

The  counselor  should  be  a  young 
woman,  college  graduate,  mature, 
and  with  some  experience  in  youth 
work.  Names  of  prospects  should 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  P.  O. 
Box  4156,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 


DECISION  CARDS  TO 
YOUTH  DEPARTMENT 

“Through  our  office  an  effort  is 
made  to  contact  every  young  per¬ 
son  that  has  made  a  decision  to 
choose  a  Christian  vocation,  letting 
him  know  that  we  believe  his  de¬ 
cision  to  be  sacred  and  important,” 
it  was  said  by  the  Rev.  Harold  W. 
Ewing,  director  of  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment,  Board  of  Education,  in  a 
recent  letter  to  executive  secretar¬ 
ies  and  directors  of  youth  work  of 
conference  Boards  of  Education.  The 
deparment  also  sends  appropriate 
information  to  other  agencies  that 
can  provide  counsel  and  guidance 
for  life  service,  according  to  Mr. 
Ewing. 

Many  annual  conferences  have 
sent  to  the  Youth  Department  de¬ 
cision  cards,  after  they  have  been 
signed,  for  additional  follow-up.  The 
department  is  glad  to  write  to  these 
young  people  and  send  their  names 
to  other  agencies  that  can  give  help¬ 
ful  counsel;  hence  it  is  always  eager 
to  receive  the  cards  from  the  con¬ 
ference  offices  and  to  give  them 
careful  attention. 

“We  feel  that  this  is  an  important 
opportunity,”  the  letter  continues. 
“Those  in  our  office  that  carry  this 
reponsibility  regard  each  decision 
card  as  a  token  of  a  high  and  holy 
moment  in  the  life  of  a  young  per¬ 
son  and  want  to  add  the  additional 
impact  of  the  concern  of  their 
church.” 

However,  the  most  effective  coun¬ 
sel  and  guidance  may  be  that  which 
is  given  personally  by  leaders  in 
the  local  church.  The  executive  sec¬ 
retaries  and  directors  of  youth  work 
are  urged  to  work  with  their  local 
church  leaders  and  with  their  con¬ 
ference  commissions  on  Christian 
vocations  to  see  that  no  young  per¬ 
son  that  has  made  a  Christian  com¬ 
mitment  is  deprived  of  needed  help 
in  the  development  of  his  or  her 
spiritual  life  and  vocational  plan¬ 
ning. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

DREAMS— SHATTERED 
AND  OTHERWISE 

In  the  year  1926  by  a  special  Act 
of  Congress,  150,000  old  patent 
models  of  odd  inventions  were  de¬ 
clared  obsolete  and  put  up  for  pub¬ 
lic  sale.  Wallace  Hamilton,  in  telling 
about  it  in  “Horns  and  Halos  In 
Human  Nature”  (Revel),  calls  it 
perhaps  the  most  weird  auction  sale 
in  history. 

The  models  had  accumulated  since 
1800  in  the  United  State  Patent  Of¬ 
fice.  Some  of  them  had  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  Thomas  Jefferson  when 
he  served  as  Patent  Commissioner. 
One  man  present  at  the  sale  was 
deeply  impressed  by  the  dramatic 
undertone  he  sensed  there.  He 
wrote  about  it  in  a  poignant  story, 
“The  Shattered  Dreams  of  a  Cen¬ 
tury.”  He  reports  that  as  he  looked 
over  the  curious  conglomeration  of 
sticks,  wheels,  glued  wood  and  iron 
contraptions,  the  first  thought  that 
came  to  his  mind  was,  “How  fertile 
is  the  imagination  of  man!”  The 
auctioneer  sold  the  items  one  by  one. 
Some  were  clever,  other  clumsy,  and 
still  other  amusing.  There  was  an 
automatic  bed-bug  buster.  (Could 
have  used  that  at  times!)  Th'ere  was 
an  illuminated  cat  with  which  to 
scare  the  mice  away.  One  woman 
had  invented  a  gadget  which  enabled 
a  mother  to  church  the  butter  and 
rock  the  baby  in  one  operation. 
There  was  a  device  to  prevent  snor¬ 
ing.  That  should  have  sold  heavily 
to  hear  some  folks  talk!  It  consisted 
of  a  trumpet  which  reached  from 
the  mouth  to  the  ear.  It  was  designed 
to  waken  the  poor  fellow  who  was 
doing  the  snoring  rather  than  the 
poorer  fellow  who  was  being  kept 
awake  by  it.  Another  fellow  had  in¬ 
vented  a  tube  with  a  mouthpiece  so 
arranged  that  it  warmed  his  feet 
while  he  slept.  (I  can  remember 
heating  a  brick  for  the  same  pur-- 
pose.)  I  was  especially  interested  in 
the  adjustable  pulpit  for  short 
preachers  which  was  operated  by  a 
release  spring  lifting  it  up  and  down. 
The  auctioneer  added  to  the  inter¬ 
est  of  those  at  the  auction  by  in¬ 
cluding  in  his  sales  pitch  on  this 
item  a  reference  to  an  Ohio  preach¬ 
er  who  was  using  the  adjustable 
pulpit  while  preaching  a  sermon  on 
the  subject,  “Where  will  you  spend 
eternity?”.  He  happened  to  touch 
the  spring  at  the  wrong  moment 
and  down  he  went! 

The  man  who  watched  the  auction 
and  then  wrote  the  story  rep'orted 
that  he  couldn’t  laugh,  even  though 
there  were  hundreds  of  laughable 
items  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder.  When  he  heard  the  auction¬ 
eers  chant,  “Going,  going,  gone,”  he 
thought  of  the  broken  dreams  that 
had  just  been  finally  shattered.  He 
was  thinking  of  the  long  days  and 
night  of  tedious  toil  of  these  folks 
whose  imagination  led  them  to  make 
their  brain-child  and  then  wait  in 
vain  for  that  elusive  fortune  which 
they  dreamed  as  theirs  because  of 
their  invention. 

Yes,  many  dreams  are  shattered. 
Much  that  resides  in  our  imagina¬ 
tions  never  gets  into  reality.  Yet, 
we  should  never  give  up  dreaming 
of  a  better  day,  of  a  time  when 
we  shall  become  responsible  citi¬ 
zens  through  a  worthy  use  of  our 
Christian  stewardship.  Many  dreams 
have  come  true.  Many  dreams  can 
come  true.  Wisdom  lies  in  knowing 
where  to  put  our  efforts.  That’s 
where  Christian  faith  can  give  real 
guidance. 
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LINEBARGER —  Mrs.  Elmer  Line- 
barger  passed  away  at  her  home  in 
Springdale  on  Sunday,  November 
20.  She  had  been  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church  since 
early  age.  She  was  a  niece  of  the 
late  Rev.  Ben  F.  Greathouse. 

Survivors  include  her  husband; 
one  son,  Richard  Linebarger  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Frances  Reeves,  O’Fallon,  Ill.,  and 
Mrs.  Fay  Wallace  of  Memphis, 
Term.;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Web¬ 
ber  and  Mrs.  Frank  Smiley,  and  ten 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
Tuesday,  November  22  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Springdale,  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  George  F.  Ivey,  and 
Rev.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  former  pastor. 

Burial  was  in  Elm  Springs  cem¬ 
etery.  Elm  Springs  was  the  girl¬ 
hood  home  of  Mrs.  Linebarger. — 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Brogdon 


HOGAN — Mrs.  C.  A.  Hogan  died 
suddenly  of  a  heart  attack  on  No¬ 
vember  5.  She  had  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Crew  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  since  joining  on  Au¬ 
gust  8,  1944.  She  was  60  years  of 
age  at  her  death. 

Mrs.  Hogan  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  four  sons,  two  daughters 
and-  grandchildren.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hogan  had  been  members  of  the 
Start  community  for  the  past  17 
years. 

There  was  no  job  except  the  of¬ 
ficial  act  of  a  minister  that  Mrs. 
Hogan  had  not  done  and  done  well 
at  the  Crew  Lake  Church.  She,  at 
various  times,  had  taught  a  Sunday 
School  class,  led  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  o{  Christian  Service  in  its 
study  course,  served  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  di¬ 
rected  the  singing  at  the  church  in 
absence  of  the  song  leader,  directed 
the  Vacation  Church  School  and 
many  other  jobs  that  sincere  Chris¬ 
tians  find  to  do  within  their  church. 

The  family,  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  miss  her  presence,  but  we  thank 
God  for  the  witness  that  she  bore 
for  Jesus  Christ  and  the  faith  that 
she  imparted  to  all  who  knew  her. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Crew  Lake  Methodist  Church  by  her 
pastor,  the  writer. — James  M.  Poole 


PARSQN — Dale  Parson  was  born 
on  December  21,  1886,  and  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  the  Deroche 
community  on  December  25. 

Mr.  Parson  professed  faith  in 
Christ  and  joined  the  Midway  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Hot  Spring  County 
where  he  remained  a  member  until 
his  death.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Funeral  services  were  held  by 
Rev.  H.  A.  F.  Ault,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Marvin  Hansford,  of  Laurel,  Miss., 
in  the  Midway  Methodist  Church  on 
December  27  at  2:30  p.m. 

Survivors  include  his  wife;  three 
brothers,  Marvin  Parson  of  Houston, 
Texas,  Volie  Parson  of  Weleetka, 
Okla.,  and  Clarence  Parson  of 
Arcadia,  California. — H.  A.  F.  Ault 


MORGAN — Sterling  Burt  Morgan, 
age  87,  passed  away  on  November 
30.  He  was  born  August  13,  1868,  at 
Shongaloo,  La.,  and  united  with  the 
Potters  Methodist  Church  near 
Shongaloo  in  August,  1894.  He  was 
a  life-long  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  On  October  18,  1893,  he 
was  married  to  Aura  Day  Duke  who 
survives  him.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  sons  who  survive  him.  He 
also  left  five  grandchildren  and  Sev¬ 
an  great-grandchildren. 

As  his  pastor  for  the  past  11  years 


I  would  like  to  share  a  few  thoughts 
that  are  on  my  heart.  I  feel  that  an 
elder  statesman  of  the  faith  has 
fallen  at  his  post  of  duty.  He  was 
the  oldest  in  years  of  service  and 
in  years  of  age  in  his  church.  He 
held  every  office  in  the  church  that 
a  layman  could  hold.  He  was  truly 
a  devoted  Christian  layman. 

He  also  established  a  Christian 
home.  His  home  was  always  the 
preacher’s  home.  To  visit  in  this 
home  was  always  an  inspiration  and 
a  blessing. 

Then  in  death  as  in  life  he  was 
victorious  and  courageous.  He  num¬ 
bered  his  days  and  told  everyone 
the  day  he  would  pass  from  this  life. 
Late  in  the  evening  of  his  last  day 
of  this  life  he  said  to  his  devoted 
wife,  “I  won’t  be  here  tomorrow  and 
all  of  you  can  rest.”  He  passed  away 
the  following  day. 

To  me  there  is  a  verse  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  that  fits  this  life  so  well.  In 
Psalms:  “So  teach  us  to  number  our 
days  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
unto  wisdom.”  This  he  did.  Our  loss 
is  Heaven’s  gain. — His  pastor,  W.  T. 
Cassels. 


POWELL — Mrs.  Ruth  Powell,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Quinn  Methodist'  Church, 
passed  away  on  Sunday  night,  De¬ 
cember  11,  at  7:30  p.  m. 

Mrs.  Powell  was  an  active  worker 
in  the  church,  serving  as  Sunday 
School  superintendent  and  working 
in  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service.  She  was  loved  by  everyone 
and  we  have  all  been  made  better 
Christians  by  working  with  her. 

She  leaves  a  husband,  four  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  number  of  other  rel¬ 
atives  and  a  host  of  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  by  her 
pastor,  Rev.  S.  B.  Mann,  assisted  by 
Rev.  P.  D.  Alston,  pastor  of  Rock- 
port  Church. — A  Friend 


MOORE — Funeral  services  for  Miss 
Tollee  Moore,  who  passed  away  on 
Thursday,  December  8  at  the  age  of 
75  years  were  held  on  Saturday 
from  her  sister’s  home  in  Hammond 
with  whom  she  had  made  her  home 
since  her  mother  passed  away  in 
1928.  Interment  was  in  Red  Oak 
cemetery  near  Doyle.  Rev.  Edward 
R.  Thomas,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  which  Miss  Moore 
was  a  member,  officiated,  assisted 
by  Rev.  R.  S.  Walton  of  Hammond. 

^Survivors  are  eight  sisters,  Mrs. 
Henry  May,  Mrs.  Sam  Hoover,  Mrs. 
Carrie  Bethel  all  of  Hammond;  Mrs. 
Lillian  Miller  and  Mrs.  Elma  Mc¬ 
Donald  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  Mrs. 
Effie  Shelton  of  Charlotte,  N.  C.; 
Mrs.  Amy  Holden  of  Doyle  and  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Gill  of  Albany. 


WOMEN’S  COLLEGES 
CITED 

New  York,  (NC)  —  Eleven  dis¬ 
tinguished  educators,  nine  of  them 
Asian  women,  on  Jan.  5  hailed  the 
Christian  college  for  women  as  the 
most  significant  force  in  mankind’s 
age-long  quest  for  learning. 

One  was  Dr.  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen, 
president  of  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary;  another,  Mrs.  Douglas  Hor¬ 
ton,  former  president  of  Wellesley; 
and  the  nine,  faculty  members  of 
the  leading  —  and  in  some  instanc¬ 
es  only  —  women’s  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  Far  East. 

“The  most  original,  admirable  and 
valuable  contribution  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  to  human  culture,”  Dr. 
Van  Dusen,  “is  not  the  skyscraper, 
the  Ford  car  or  television.  It  is  the 
American  woman’s  college,  which 
Christian  missions  have  carried  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.” 

There  is  nothing  like  it  in  the 
world,  Dr.  Van  Dusen  declared. 


CONVENTION  DISCUSSES 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
MINISTRY 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
intellectual  framework  for  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  his  faith,  must  relate 
his  faith  to  the  society  around  him, 
and  foster  devotional  discipline. 

The  delegates  discussed  at  length 
the  responsibility  of  theological  fa¬ 
culties  to  help  each  student  develop 
his  own  spiritual,  as  well  as  intel¬ 
lectual,  integrity. 

The  problem  of  recruiting  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  Christian  education 
ministry  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Mil- 
ton  C.  Froyd,  professor  at  Colgate- 
Rochester  Divinity  School.  Citing 
the  need  for  more  active  recruit¬ 
ment,  he  said  that  all  schools  have 
from  five  to  25  openings  for  every 
Christian  education  graduate. 

CHURCHES  AID 
FLOOD  VICTIMS 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
houses  in  the  area. 

In  New  York,  Dr.  William  J.  Vil- 
laume,  executive  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council’s  Social  Welfare  De¬ 
partment,  which  coordinated  the  or¬ 
ganization’s  relief  efforts,  said  they 
represented  “an  initial  experiment 
in  aggregating  resources  for  disaster 
relief  at  home.” 


OFFICIAL  OPENING  OF 
SILOAM  SPRINGS 
YOUTH  CENTER 

An  open  house  silver  tea  official¬ 
ly  opened  the  new  Methodist  Youth 
Center  of  the  Siloam  Springs  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
December  11.  The  center  was  ac¬ 
quired,  along  with  other  property, 
by  the  church  last  spring.  At  that 
time  property  was  purchased  which 
enlarged  the  church  plant  to  extend 
the  full  block  from  the  church 
building  east  to  Madison. 

The  Youth  Center,  a  three-story 
red  brick  structure,  the  first  floor 
has  been  completely  remodeled  and 
redecorated.  Partitions  have  been 
removed  and  other  installed  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  present  program.  A 
large  recreation  room,  dining  area 
and  lounge,  chapel  and  two  rest 
rooms  now  complete  the  first  floor. 
All  rooms  are  so  designed  as  to 
double  for  classrooms  if  the  need 
arises. 

Much  of  the  furniture  now  in  use 
in  the  chapel  and  recreation  room 
has  been  built  by  Joe  Slaven,  youth 
leader,  and  the  young  people. 

Other  plans  for  the  recently  ac¬ 
quired  ground  call  for  a  Boy  Scout 
building  to  be  erected  on  the  lots 
between  the  Youth  Center  and  the 
church. 

The  open  house  was  planned  by 
the  young  people  of  the  church  and 
the  following  adults:  Mrs.  C.  G. 
Blauw,  Mrs.  Tom  Murry,  Mrs.  Dick 
Hodges,  Mrs.  Dale  Robinson,  Mfs. 
Wayne  Allen,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Chandler, 
and  Mrs.  Eugene  Harmon. 

Rev.  John  Bayliss  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


Christian  women’s  colleges  have  not 
only  freed  women  from  their  his¬ 
toric  bondage,  he  pointed  out,  but 
“they  are  the  seedplots  of  the  most 
courageous  and  —  in  the  literal  and 
noble  sense  of  the  abused  term  — 
radical  thought  and  action. 

“Fearless  thinking  has  been  bred 
in  these  institutions,”  he  said.  “In 
Japan  during  the  days  of  her  shame¬ 
ful  aggression  against  China,  almost 
the  only  absolutely  fearless  and 
completely  honest  thinking  and  re¬ 
doubtable  courage  of  action,  I  dis¬ 
covered,  were  found  in  the  wo¬ 
man’s  college.” 


JANUARY  19,  1956 


DID  THE  POPE  SEE 
CHRIST? 

Read  the  article  by  a  converted  priest, 
who  Just  returned  from  the  Vatican,  in  the 
Convert  magazine — subsc.  $2.00  per  year — 

THE  CONVERT.  P.  O.  BOX  90. 
CLAIRTON.  PENNA. 


5,000  S  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Cs. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


Church  Fvrnltvre  .  Steleo 
Embrold.rl.,  .  Vertmnnte 
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|  ^CHURCH  G0005 
l -.SUPPLY  COMPANY 

STRf  CT.  PHIIAOI 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  Cook 

Evangelist-Youth  Worker 
Irene  Cook 

Singer-Children’s  Worker 

South  Coffeyville,  Okla. 
January  5-17 

Rev.  W.  E.  McCartney,  Pastor 

Ridgway.  Illinois 
January  20-29 

Rev.  Joseph  C.  Harris.  Pastor 

Address:  P.  O.  Box  2736 
Lillie  Rock.  Arkansas 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 
ALL-STATE  SUPPLY.  INC. 

1401  W,  Capitol  Llttlo  Rock,  Ark. 
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GOD’S  CONCERN  FOR  SINNERS 

LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  29,  1956 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Luke  15. 
It  is  well  enough  to  read  this  entire  chapter.  Selected 
verses  from  it  are  used  as  the  printed  portion  of  the  text. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “The  Son  of  man  came  to 
seek  and  to  save  the  lost.”  (Luke  19:10) 


This  is  the  beginning  of  a  new 
series  of  five  studies;  UNIT  VII:  “A 
CHRISTIAN’S  ATTITUDES.”  The 
unit  has  the  following  helpful  aim: 
“To  explore  what  a  Christian’s  at¬ 
titudes  should  be  in  relation  to  re¬ 
demption,  gratitude,  prayer,  ways  of 
living,  and  use  of  talents.”  One  can 
readily  see  that  if  this  aim  is  fulfill¬ 
ed  the  unit  will  be  worthwhile. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  unit  we 
are  beginning  today  fits  naturally 
into  the  four4esson  unit  we  finished 
last  Sunday.  The  theme  of  that  unit 
was  “Correcting  Wrong  Slants  on 
Life.”  We  noted  that  those  wrong 
slants  had  to  do  with  insincerity , 
lack  of  confidence  in  God,  especial¬ 
ly  with  regards  to  supplying  the 
material  needs  of  life;  the  failure  to 
repent  of  our  sins  and  faults;  and 
the  failure  to  realize  just  what  are 
the  requirements  of  true  disciple- 
ship.  The  individual  who  corrects 
these  wrong  slants  in  his  life  will 
become  an  out  and  out  Christian 
and  will  thus  have  the  proper  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  all  the  relationships  of 
life  and  will  fulfill  the  aim  of  our 
present  unit. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

Our  theme  for  today  —  “God’s 
Concern  for  Sinners” — is  well  chos¬ 
en.  In  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  Luke 
we  have  three  parables  and  all  of 
them  are  agreed  on  one  point,  name¬ 
ly,  God’s  interest  in  and  concern 
for  sinners. 

The  lesson  begins  with  the  fact 
that  the  tax  collectors  and  sinners 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  mes¬ 
sages  of  the  Lord  and  they  follow¬ 
ed  him  from  place  to  place  to  hear 
them.  This  greatly  provoked  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees  who  hated 
these  people  and  would  have  noth¬ 
ing  whatever  to  do  with  them. 

It  might  be  well  to  note  the  rea¬ 
son  that  the  scribes  and  Pharisees 
so  bitterly  hated  these  people.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  at  the 
time  of  the  Lord’s  sojourn  in  the 
flesh  Palestine  was  subservient  to 
the  Roman  Government.  A  heavy 
tax  was  placed  upon  the  Jewish 
people  by  this  government.  In  the 
place  of  Rome  sending  its  own  of¬ 
ficers  to  Palestine  to  collect  the 
taxes,  they  hired  Jews  to  do  it. 
Since  the  Jewish  people  hated  the 
Romans  and  resented  the  paying  of 
these  taxes  very  much,  they  natur¬ 
ally  hated  the  people  who  collected 
them.  So,  these  tax  collectors  were 
the  most  hated  people  in  all  of  Pal¬ 
estine.  They  were  looked  upon  as 
we  would  look  on  fifth-columnists 
in  our  time. 

The '  sinners  spoken  of  here  were 
individuals  who  did  not  know  the 
law  —  especially  the  ceremonial 
law  —  and  they  did  not  try  very 
hard  to  learn  it  and  made  but  little 
effort  to  keep  it.  These  scribes  and 
Pharisees  were  great  sticklers  for 
the  law.  Not  only  did  they  empha¬ 
size  the  law  as  it  had  come  from 


Moses,  but  this  law  had  been  great¬ 
ly  expanded  down  through  the 
years  by  various  interpretations  and 
traditions.  It  is  said  that  the  Ten 
Commandments,  through  later  in¬ 
terpretations  and  traditions  had 
been  expanded  into  five  hundred. 
For  example,  they  went  into  great 
detail  in  explaining  just  what  it 
meant  to  keep  the  sabbath  day  holy. 
A  person  could  tie  a  knot  on  the 
sabbath  provided  he  could  untie  it 
with  one  hand;  he  could  walk  a 
certain  distance  on  the  sabbath  but 
if  he  took  one  additional  step  it  was 
a  sin;  a  tailor  could  carry  his  needle 
in  his  garments  on  the  sabbath  if  it 
had  no  thread  in  it,  but  if  it  had  as 
much  as  one  inch  of  thread  it  be¬ 
came  a  burden  and  was  therefore  a 
sin  to  carry  it  on  the  sabbath  day. 

These  people  were  constantly 
criticizing  Christ  for  breaking  their 
sabbath.  The  Lord  did  not  really 
break  the  law.  He  merely  broke 
these  traditions  and  interpretations 
that  had  been  built  up  around  it. 
But  they  hated  him  for  it,  and  not 
only  so,  they  hated  the  great  mass 
of  common  people  who  were  so 
busy  making  a  living  that  they  did 
not  have  time  to  learn  all  these  tra¬ 
ditions  and  interpretations.  These 
scribes  and  Pharisees  said  that  these 
common  people  were  cursed  because 
they  did  not  know  the  law.  They 
called  them  sinners,  and  second  on¬ 
ly  to  the  tax  collectors,  they  hated 
them. 

Stop  for  a  moment  and  think! 
Here  was  a  church  whose  leaders 
in  the  place  of  trying  to  save  sin¬ 
ners  hated  them,  and  they  even 
went  so  far  as  to  hate  anybody  that 
would  have  anything  to  do  with 
them.  They  thought  they  were  do¬ 
ing  God  a  service  by  hating  people 
whom  they  considered  to  be  in  re¬ 
bellion  against  him.  The  more  they 
hated  such  people  the  closer  they 
felt  they  were  getting  to  God. 

With  the  above  background  in 
mind  we  can  better  understand 
these  three  great  parables  spoken 
by  the  Lord.  All  of  them  were  spok¬ 
en  to  correct  this  wrong  attitude 
held  by  the  scribes  and  the  Phari¬ 
sees. 

In  the  first  of  these  parables 
Christ  set  forth  the  concern  of  God 
for  the  lost  by  picturing  him  as  a 
shepherd.  A  shepherd  has  a  hundred 
sheep;  one  is  lost.  He  leaves  the 
ninety-nine  safe  in  the  fold  while  he 
goes  out  after  the  one  that  is  lost. 
Jesus  revealed  God  as  a  Person  who 
cannot  be  satisfied  even  with  the 
salvation  of  ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred.  What  a  wonderful  revela¬ 
tion  that  is!  How  different  it  was 
from  the  attitude  assumed  by  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees!  Have  you 
ever  stopped  to  consider  how  brok¬ 
en  hearted  our  heavenly  Father 
must  be  over  the  great  number  of 
the  lost  today?  Do  you  really  love 
God  enough  to  want  to  make  him 


very  happy?  Then,  go  with  him  af¬ 
ter  the  lost.  Sometimes  individuals 
feel  cold;  they  have  lost  contact 
with  God.  They  still  come  to 
church  and  they  support  the  church, 
and  they  wonder  what  the  trouble 
is;  they  wonder  where  God  is.  He 
is  out  there  seeking  the  lost,  and 
you  will  come  in  contact  with. him 
if  you  join  him  in  this  search. 

All  other  religions  picture  man 
as  seeking  after  God.  Christianity 
alone  sets  God  forth  as  a  Being 
who  is  out  seeking  the  lost;  He  is 
a  great  Shepherd;  he  is  a  loving 
Father. 

The  next  parable  has  to  do  with 
a  woman  who  had  ten  pieces  of 
silver  and  she  lost  one  of  them;  lost 
it  right  in  her  home.  She  was  great¬ 
ly  disturbed  over  the  loss.  One  of 
those  coins  would  be  equivalent  to 
16  cents  in  our  money.  To  us  the 
the  loss  would  not  be  so  great. 
But  times  were  different  in  her  day; 
16  cents  represented  a  lot  of  value 
then. 

She  began  immediately  to  seach 
diligently  for  the  coin;  she  lighted 
a  lamp  and  began  to  sweep  and  dust 
in  every  nook  and  cranny  of  the 
house.  Her  search  was  rewarded — 
she  found  the  coin.  Her  heart  bub¬ 
bled  over  with  joy.  She  invited  the 
neighbofs  in  to  rejoice  with  her. 

The  last  parable  spoken  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  greatest  of  all  the 
Lord’s  parables  is  that  which  has 
come  to  be  known  as  the  “Parable 
of  the  Prodigal  Son”.  In  the  first 
parable  of  our  lesson  God  is  set 
forth  as  a  Shepherd;  in  the  second 
as  a  searcher;  and  in  the  third  as 
a  Father.  With  regards  to  God’s  at¬ 
titude  toward  sinners  God  is  like  a 
shepherd  who  goes  after  his  lost 
sheep;  He  is  like  a  woman  who 
searches  diligently  for  a  lost  coin 
until  it  is  found;  He  is  like  a  Father 
who  longs  for  the  return  of  his 
prodigal  son. 

The  prodigal  returned.  The  Father 
met  him.  In  answer  to  repentance, 
forgiveness  was  extended;  the  robe 
of  God’s  own  righteousness  was 
thrown  about  him;  a  ring  of  author¬ 
ity  was  placed  on  his  finger;  his 
feet  were  shod  with  preparation  of 
the  gospel  of  peace;  and  the  hearts 
of  all,  except  that  of  the  older 
brother  began  to  thrill  with  joy  as 
they  sat  down  to  a  feast  of  great 
spiritual  blessings. 

The  Lesson  Applied 

In  applying  this  lesson  there  are 
some  two  or  three  questions  we  want 
to  raise  and  attempt  to  answer.  The 
first  is  “What  does  it  mean  to  be 
lost?”  These  parables  give  at  least 
three  answers  to  the  meaning  of  be¬ 
ing  lost.  For  example,  the  sheep  was 
lost  when  he  was  out  of  contact 
with  the  Shepherd  and  the  fold. 
This  thing  of  being  out  of  contact  is 
a  very  serious  matter.  To  be  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Shepherd  means  that 
the  sheep  must  obey  the  Shepherd; 
must  follow  the  Shepherd.  The  fail¬ 
ure  to  do  these  two  things  causes 
the  sheep  to  get  out  of  contact  with 
the  Shepherd.  Then,  too,  the  matter 
of  keeping  in  contact  with  the  flock 
is  also  important.  Let  no  one  think 
for  a  moment  that  he  can  be  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Shepherd  while  he 
refuses  to  have  fellowship  with  other 
members  of  the  fold.  Hatred  and 
an  unforgiving  spirit  toward  others 
will  exclude  any  one  from  proper 
contact  with  God. 

The  coin  was  lost  when  it  was  out 
of  circulation.  The  most  useless 
thing  on  earth  is  a  lost  coin.  Coins 
are  made  to  circulate;  to  serve  as 
a  medium  of  exchange  of  values. 
When  coins  are  not  doing  this  they 
are  useless  and  worthless.  As  the 
maker  of  coins  has  a  purpose  in  the 
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making  of  coins,  so  God  our  Creator 
has  a  purpose  in  the  making  of  us. 
We  are  created  with  certain  talents. 
These  talents  are  God-given  and 
God  expects  us  to  use  them.  When 
we  fail  to  do  this  we  are  likd  a 
coin  out  of  circulation;  we  are  use¬ 
less.  Christ  spoke  of  the  man  who 
buried  his  talent  in  a  napkin.  Peo¬ 
ple  can  be  lost  by  failure  to  do  these 
things  for  which  they  were  created 
just  as  coins  can. 

A  third  meaning  of  being  lost  is 
to  be  away  from  the  Father  and 
home.  This  was  the  way  the  prod¬ 
igal  was  lost.  This  boy  had  a  good 
home  and  a  good  Father,  but  he 
grew  tired  of  the  restraint  of  his 
home-life  and  deliberately  took  his 
leave  into  a  far  country. 

Now  may  we  raise  another  ques- 
tian  “How  are  people  lost?”  Again 
we  have  three  distinct  answers  in 
these  three  parables.  The  sheep  was 
lost  of  his  own  accord,  but  his  deeds 
were  not  willful  and  premeditated. 
He  simply  got  so  busy  nibbling  the 
grass  that  he  strayed  off  from  the 
flock  without  realizing  it.  Many 
people  are  lost  in  that  way  today. 
They  get  so  busy  with  the  material 
things  of  life  that  they  stray  off 
without  realizing  it.  These  things 
are  necessary  to  life  and  happiness, 
but  they  should  not  be  given  the 
first  consideration  in  life. 

The  coin  represents  the  person 
who  is  lost  through  no  fault  of  his 
own.  The  woman  of  the  parable 
might  well  represent  the  church  and 
the  coin  an  individual  member  of 
it.  As  the  coin  was  lost  in  the  home 
so  a  member  might  be  lost  right  in 
the  church.  An  individual  might  be 
faithful  to  the  church  in  every  way 
and  yet  because  of  the  low  standard 
set  up  by  the  church  he  might  be 
lost.  The  woman  of  the  parable  was 
very  careless;  she  was  a  poor  house¬ 
keeper.  So  it  might  be  with  the 
church.  Churches  must  be  very 
careful  with  the  souls  committed  to 
their  care.  This  is  especially  true 
with  the  children  and  young  people. 

The  church  must  not  only  be  care¬ 
ful  of  the  environment  within  its 
own  precincts,  but  also  of  that  of 
the  community.  The  church  must 
of  necessity  stand  out  against  every¬ 
thing  in  the  community  that  makes 
it  hard  for  people  to  live  right.  The 
liquor  traffic  is  a  good  example  of 
something  that  the  church  must 
fight  if  it  is  to  save  its  own  soul; 
gambling  is  another;  so  is  the  traffic 
in  narcotics. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
juvenile  delinquency,  and  it  is  bad, 
but  it  stems  from  the  fact  that  older 
people  have  either  created  or  per¬ 
mitted  environments  that  have 
made  it  next  to  impossible  for  chil¬ 
dren  to  grow  up  into  fine  Christian 
characters.  We  sorely  need  some 
house-cleaning  along  these  lines. 

The  parable  of  the  prodigal  son 
pictures  another  method  of  being 
lost.  Here  we  have  an  individual 
who  has  grown  up  in  a  good  home; 
he  has  an  excellent  father.  Yet  he 
goes  away  to  the  far  country.  He 
does  so  willfully,  premeditatively, 
and  maliciously.  He  is  lost  and  has 
no  one  in  the  world  to  blame  but 
himself.  There  is  one  thing,  how¬ 
ever,  we  need  to  carefully  note  here; 
when  an  individual  goes  out  from  a 
truly  religious  environment  he  can¬ 
not  be  satisfied  in  the  hog-pen  of 
life.  This  boy  simply  couldn’t  get 
away  from  his  early  training.  He 
came  back  to  his  Father  and  home. 
He  is  simply  another  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  Solomon’s  statement: 
“Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  that 
he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he 
will  not  depart  from  it.” 
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Vigil . 00  Jle 
Annou  ced 

Assignments  of  local  church  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  the  Prayer  Life  Move¬ 
ment  prayer  vigil  for  the  month-  of 
February  have  been  announced  by 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Bunkie  pastor 
and  chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Evangelism,  which 
is  sponsoring  the  program. 

The  vigil  began  with  a  special 
service  New  Year’s  Eve  at  the  Un¬ 
iversity  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  will  continue  until  the 
opening  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  campus,  Shreveport,  May  29. 
At  least  two  persons  are  in  prayer 
at  the  altar  of  some  church  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  during  this  five-month  period. 

The  February  local  church  sched¬ 
ule  is  as  follows: 


Date 


Pastor 


Charge 
or  Church 
Jan.  31-Feb.  1,  1.  Iowa,  W.  F. 

Howell,  2.  Farmerville,  William  V. 
Sidman. 

Feb.  1-2,  Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Wine- 
geart.  ,, 

Feb.  2-3,  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  Carl  F.  Lueg. 

Feb.  3-4,  Trinity,  Alexandria,  Otis 
W.  S'pinks. 

Feb.  4-5,  Urania  -  Tullos  -  Lewis 
Chapel,  John  F.  Kellogg. 

Feb.  5-6,  Faith,  Natchitoches,  J. 
W.  Lee. 

Feb.  6-7,  1.  Pollock,  John  Sayes; 
2.  Ringgold,  W.  H.  Carroll. 

Feb.  7-8,  Ball  Charge,  Odell  Sim- 
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Television  Workshop 
Held  In  Dallas 

Dallas,  Texas-Selected  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  shared  in  a  four  day 
television  workshop  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  here,  January  16-19. 
It  was  held  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  jurisdictional  radio  and  film 
commission,  headed,  by  Dr.  Robert 
E.  Goodrich  Jr.,  host  pastor.  All 
of  the  eight  states  of  the  jurisdiction 
were  represented  in  the  70  persons 
atending. 

Dr.  Harold  Wigren,  head  of  the 
audio-visual  education  program  of 
the  Houston  (Texas)  public  school 
system. 

Dr.  Dallas  W.  Smythe  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois. 

Dr.  Harry  Spencer,  director  of 
the  Methodist  radio  and  film  com¬ 
mission,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Rev.  Wallace  Fridy,  pastor  at 
Washington  Street  church,  Columbia, 
S.  C.,  led  the  workshop. 

The  use  of  drama,  counseling,  in¬ 
terviews  was  discussed  and  demon¬ 
strated,  as  well  as  the  televised 
Sunday  morning  worship  service. 
Having  proper  studio  relations  rated 
high  in  the  discussions. 

Mrs.  Howard  Grimes,  member  of 
church,  was  dean  of  the  workshop. 


ItCivQe  Crvoup  Commissioned  tylissionories 


Regarding  The 
1000  Club 

January  31  marks  the  end  of 
the  1000  Club  call  for  Asbury 
Church  in  Lafayette.  The  con¬ 
gregation  is  now  worshiping  in 
the  new  Fellowship  Hall  which 
will  be  financed  in  part  by  mon¬ 
ey  received  from  this  call.  This 
is  the  first  unit  in  a  long-range 
building  program  in  this  fast 
growing  area  of  the  state.  So 
great  has  been  the  increase  in 
church  membership  and  church 
school  attendance,  the  church  of¬ 
ficials  realize  that  already  addi¬ 
tional  educational  facilities  must 
be  provided. 

Every  1000  Club  member  who 
has  not  sent  his  contribution  on 
the  current  call  is  urged  to  mail 
it  to  his  district  treasurer  before 
January  31st.  If  Asbury  Church 
can  receive  the  full  $10,000.00, 
which  is  the  goal  of  every  call, 
the  congregation  hopes  to  be  able 
to  launch  the  second  phase  of  the 
building  program  already  badly 
needed.  —  R.  R.  Branton,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  Lafayette 
District. 


Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  (BM)— Fifty- 
two  young  men  and  women  were 
commissioned  missionaries  or  dea¬ 
conesses  of  the  Methodist  Church 
today  (Friday)  at  the  closing  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

The  group  included  16  couples 
and  eight  single  women,  commis¬ 
sioned  for  foreign  mission  service  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  North  and  South 
America. .  Eleven  women  and  one 
man  were  commissioned  for  home 
mission  work  in  the  United  States. 

Both  the  home  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  represent  varied  occupa¬ 
tions,  including  the  evangelistic 
ministry,  elementary,  high  school 
and  college  teaching,  group  and  case 
social  work,  rural  church  work,  re¬ 
ligious  education,  printing,  medi¬ 
cine,  nursing,  agricultural  teaching 
and  institutional  management. 

A  record  income,  $23,296,333,  for 
the  Board  of  Missions  and  its  three 
divisions  in  the  fiscal  year  1954-55 
was  reported  at  the  Board’s  meet¬ 
ing. 

Figures  in  a  composite  report  on 
Board  Finances  showed  there  was 
an  increase  of  $1,604,786  in  receipts 
last  year  over  the  1953  fiscal  year. 
The  treasurers  pointed  out,  how¬ 
ever,  that  of  the  increase  $1,050,385 
was  from  the  churchwide  “Bishops’ 
Appeal  for  Korea”  offering  in,  No¬ 
vember,  1954,  and  thus  not  a  regu¬ 
lar  source  of  income. 


Trinity  Church,  Shreveport,  To  Build  New  Sanctuary 


mons. 

Feb.  8-9,  1.  La.  Tech  Wesley 

Foundation,  Miss  Pearlye  Maye 
Kelley,  Director;  2.  Hollins  Chapel, 
Ed  Pickens. 

Feb.  9-10,  Elizabeth,  James  R. 
Strozier. 

Feb.  10-11,  Palestine,  R.  E.  Carter. 

Feb.  11-12,  Oak  Grove,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  D.  R.  Deen. 

Feb.  12-13,  Curtis  Park,  Bossier 
City,  W.  M.  Allen. 

Feb.  13-14,  1.  Bethlehem-Wesley, 
Terral  T.  Lowe;  2.  Gonzales  Circuit, 
Brady  B.  Forman. 

Feb.  14-15,  Trinity,  Shreveport, 
Tracy  R.  Arnold. 

Feb.  15-16,  Lecompte,  Charles  H. 
Giessen. 

Feb.  16-17,  1.  First  Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Benedict  A.  Galloway;  2. 
Amite,  James  E.  Christie. 

Feb.  17-18,  1.  McGuire,  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  Ira  A.  Love;  2.  Gueydan,  Sidney 
A.  Seagers. 

Feb.  18-19,  1.  Hammond,  Edward 
R.  Thomas;  2.  Rocky  Mount-Grand 
Bayou,  Eddie  Morgan. 

Feb.  19-20,  1.  Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe. 
2.  Hornbeck-Holly  Grove-Prospect, 
Byron  F.  Roberts. 

Feb.  20-21,  Clay-Ansley,  .  L.  West¬ 
brook. 

Feb.  21-22,  1.  ConcordMt.  Pleasant, 
C.  K.  Brooks;  2.  ClintonClear  Creek, 
George  W.  Harkins. 

Feb.  22-23,  Crowville  -  Baskin, 
Samuel  B.  Dampier. 

Feb.  23-24,  Cotton  Valley,  William 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Below  Right:  Official  Board  of  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  at  site  of  new  sanctuary  soon 
to  be  constructed. 

Below:  Vernon  Pringle,  chairman 
of  the  Trinity  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  Trinity  pastor , 
burn  mortgage  on  lot  where  new 
church  will  be  constructed. 


The  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
of  Shreveport,  at  a  special  serice 
on  Sunday  morning,  January  15, 
burned  the  mortgage  on  the  lot 
which  was  purchased  a  little  over 
14  months  ago  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  sanctuary.  According  to  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  the  pro¬ 
perty  which  was  purchased  at 
$10,000,  is  now  worth  well  over  $20,- 
000.  The  lot  is  paid  for  with  the 
membership  of  the  church  consist¬ 


ing  of  171  members.  The  church  is 
now  ready  to  begin  making  plans 
for  its  building  program. 

Some  of  the  officers  of  the  church 
are:  Truly  Whittington,  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board;  Vernon  Pringle, 
Church  School  Seuperintendent  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Shumate,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  James  Key,  president  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 


At  A  Time  When  Many  Speak  Disparingly  Of  Others, 
Here  Is  An  Experienced  Voice  Who  Speaks  In  A 
Positive  Personal  Way  To  Say— 


By 

MIKE  JOHN,  JR.* 


Our  People  Are 


Really  Wonderful 


r[IS  is  not  a  simple  confession,  but  a  pro¬ 
found  statement.  Our  people  are  really 
wonderful,  and  it  is  possible  for  me  to 
tell  you  something  about  them.  Per¬ 
haps  you  already  know  more  about  them  than  I 
do— but  at  least  it  will  not  hurt  to  again  re¬ 
mind  ourselves  about  ourselves. 

For  the  past  twenty-one  months  I  have  been 
given  the  great  opportunity  to  meet  and  know 
and  appreciate  many  more  of  our  fine  church 
people  than  I  ever  dared  dream  I  would.  To  tell 
you  about  a  rich  and  rewarding  experience  of 
Christian  fellowship  and  involvement,  I  first 
have  to  go  back  to  the  year  1945 — the  year 
I  returned  from  military  service  as  an  Infantry 
Captain.  My  career  as  an  army  officer  involved 
no  particular  or  outstanding  set  of  circum¬ 
stances  except  one;  it  revealed  to  my  mind  and 
heart  and  soul  a  further  and  deeper  need  for 
re-dedication  and  re-consecration  to  God. 

Thanks'  to  the  loving,  tender  and  Christian 
concern  of  my  mother  the  Church  had  been  my 
home  since  early  childhood.  Since  my  marriage 
in  1935,  no  one  could  have  played  a  more  vital 
role  in  the  further  development  of  my  Christian 
character  than  my  fine  wife  whose  own  life 
glows  with  the  shining  happiness  of  a  Christian 
personality.  By  the  time  the  war  came  along, 
I  could  have  easily  been  classified  as  an  “aver¬ 
age  churchman.”  True,  I  had  belonged  to  the 
Official  Board;  attended  church  services  regu¬ 
larly;  my  Sunday  School  attendance  was  above 
average;  I  usually  did  what  I  was  asked  to  do 
and  there  I  was:  smug,  complacent  and 
quite  satisfied  with  my  personal  effort  in  being 
no  better  than  I  was. 

Then  came  the  war.  With  it  came  separation 
from  my  wife  and  two  daughters^  separation 
from  my  business  and  home.  I  was  suddenly 
cast  headlong  into  a  world  that  I  neither  had 
dreamed  to  exist  nor  could  hardly  comprehend 
at  the  moment.  Like  so  many  million  others  who 
served  their  country  in  the  time  of  dire  need, 
the  years  1943,  1944,  1945  were  destined  to  bring 
agonizing  heartaches,  sharp  pains  of  loneliness, 
a  stark  reality  of  confusion,  mounting  clouds  of 
doubt  and  indecision,  and  a  perplexing  question¬ 
ing  of  what  was  right  and  what  was  wrong. 

Then  was  born  the  truth — so  far  as  my  in¬ 
dividual  life  was  concerned.  There  came  to  me, 
out  of  the  deep  and  personal  army  experiences 
that  were  mine,  the  soul  conviction  that  my 
life  had  to  be  as  close  to  God’s  way  of  life 
as  I  could  by  human  effort  live  it.  Christian  dis- 
cipleship  and  service  were  to  take  on  a  new 
meaning  and  shine  with  a  more  brilliant  light 
of  understanding  and  appreciation  in  my  life.  I 
felt  more  ready  for  actual  involvment  and  broad¬ 
er  commitment.  I  decided  to  step  over  the  bar- 


»  Mlke  T0hn  Jr.,  a  Monro#  businessman,  is  the  author 
of  a  book  “Think  Spiritually”  published  in  1952.  Ha  is 
the  teacher  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  of  the  First 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  where  he  has  his  membership. 


rier  of  simple  membership  in  my  church  and 
seek  the  greener  fields  of  active  participation. 
This  participation  found  first  service  rendered 
in  my  Sunday  School  class  where  in  a  short  time 
I  was  to  be  privileged  to  serve  as  class 
president  to  over  100  men. 

Then  one  day  I  found  myself  invested  with 
the  great  responsibility  of  further  serving  my 
class  as  their  full  time  teacher.  This  perhaps 
was  a  turning  point  in  my  life;  and  certainly 
served  as  a  prime  consideration  in  the  turn  of 
events  that  was  to  formulate  and  shape  the  fu¬ 
ture  type  of  my  Christian  service. 

Not  like  a  bolt  out  of  the  blue,  but  rather 
as  a  result  of  the  sudden  awakening  of  my 
heart  and  soul  to  the  challenge  before  me,  I 
comprehended  in  my  mind  the  task  before  me 
and  decided  to  do  something  about  it.  As  the 
inspiration  came  to  me,  I  recorded  it  in  black 
and  white  just  as  it  came  from  my  heart 
through  my  mind  and  upon  the  pages  of  my 
typewriter.  And  I  left  it  there  with  no  changes 
or  alterations  or  rewrites.  The  result  was  THINK 
SPIRITUALLY.  By  this  time  it  was  late  in  the 
year  1953.  My  minister  was  Rev.  H.  L.  Johns 
who  expressed  such  a  deep  confidence  and 
faith  in  my  humble  work  that  he  wrote  the 
foreword  for  it  and  encouraged  me  to  submit  it 
for  publication. 

The  acceptance  of  my  humble  work  was  in 
excess  of  my  personal  dreams,  and  was  to 
serve  as  the  springboard  of  such  future  service 
never  dreamed  of  at  the  time.  With  the  pre¬ 
sentation  and  release  review  of  THINK  SPIRIT¬ 
UALLY  from  the  pulpit  of  my  church  on  March 
14,  1954,  I  was  destined  to  receive  a  growing 
number  of  requests  to  speak  as  a  Layman  be¬ 
fore  clubs,  organizations,  schools,  banquets  and 
churches.  Thus  I  was  motivated  to  extend  my 
efforts  beyond  the  four  walls  of  my  Sunday 
School  Class,  and  further  than  the  area  of  my 
own  living  and  working  habitation. 

At  this  writing  in  December  of  1955,  just 
twenty  one  months  later;  I  have  just  finished 
my  50th  appearance  before  such  groups  as  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned,  which  in  this  instance  was 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  Lake  Providence, 
La.,  where  I  enjoyed  Christian  fellowship  with 
75  wonderful  gentlemen  and  ladies  at  their 
Christmas  banquet. 

Thus  far  have  I  come  before  many  groups 
of  from  25  in  a  small  club  to  over  1500-students 
in  high  school  assembly.  Into  many  towns,  into 
18  church  pulpits,  before  varied  groups  and  or¬ 
ganizations  for  many  purposes  and  occasions 
I  have  gone  in  lay  service  and  lay  speaking. 
Always  my  mission  has  been  a  simple  one— yet 
one  in  which  I  invested  full  effort  and  great 
faith.  With  a  far  reaching  challenge  for  deep¬ 
er  spiritual  thinking  as  a  vital  need  for  every¬ 
day  living.  I  have  tried  to  discuss  and  teach  both 
formally  and  informally  some  of  the  vitally 
needed  truths  of  God’s  Word;  always  believing 
that  if  man  will  just  use  his  mind  to  think  with, 
his  heart  to  love  with  and  his  soul  to  worship 
with,  he  can  and  will  arrive  at  the  real  truth 
to  his  individual  problems  of  life. 


Surely  as  a  result  of  the  vast  and  varied 
experience  in  the  life  of  a  church  layman,  I 
should  be  able  to  say  to  you  something  of  the 
reactions  I  observed,  the  lessons  I  learned,  the 
response  and  attitude  and  opinion  revealed  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  our  people  who  con¬ 
stitute  our  church  and  our  land. 

This  is  the  conviction  of  my  efforts,  and 
time  spent,  and  miles  traveled:  OUR  PEOPLE 
ARE  WONDERFUL. 

In  fact  they  richly  deserve  the  recognition 
and  full  respect  that  I  am  trying  to  render  them 
in  this  article.  From  the  eagerness  and  enthusi¬ 
asm  of  the  spirit  of  our  Youth,  I  have  gained 
a  renewed  sense  of  their  primary  value  in  the 
scheme  of  things  to  yet  come  upon  the  face  of 
this  earth.  From  the  glowing  light  of  maturity 
and  experience  of  our  Adults,  I  have  sensed  a 
valued  wealth  of  common  sense  and  wisdom  in 
the  life  of  those  who  make  our  homes,  pro¬ 
tect  our  social  and  political  destiny,  and  guard 
the  dignity  and  religious  fate  of  our  land. 

Everywhere,  at  all  levels,  by  everyone  I 
found  our  people  solid  and  stable  and  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  duties  and  great  responsibilities  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  church.  I  found  a  like  nature  ex¬ 
isting  among  all  people  to  face  forward  to  the 
challenge  of  our  generation,  and  to  do  it  with 
eagerness  and  enthusiasm. 

Time  and  time  again,  I  have  departed  from 
a  meeting  or  a  church  service  completely  con¬ 
vinced  that  OUR  PEOPLE  ARE  REALLY  WON¬ 
DERFUL.  Sometimes  it  was  in  what  their  eyes 
shone  bright  with,  oftimes  it  was  contained  in 
a  firm  handclasp,  and  so  many  times  it  was  re¬ 
vealed  it  a  word  or  two  of  acceptance  and  kind¬ 
ness.  I  say  this  because  I  have  an  equal  convic¬ 
tion  that  under  any  given  set  of  circumstances 
as  the  needs  arise,  we  have  enough  fine  Chris¬ 
tian  citizens  in  this  nation  who  are  attuned  to 
their  responsibilities  that  we  need  not  fear  or 
falter  in  facing  the  potential  of  the  future.  The 
reigns  of  leadership  in  this  great  nation  of  ours 
need  not  be  placed  in  other  than  the  best  of 
hands  if  we  as  Christians  will  but  demand  and 
choose  the  best  of  honesty-  and  integrity  in  th£ 
affairs  and  lives  of  men. 

It  is  my  personal  and  considered  judgment 
that  the  moral  and  spiritual  fibre  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  as  I  have  found  it  everywhere  is  yet  strong 
and  firm  and  will  wear  wonderfully  well  under 
any  set  of  circumstances  or  the  most  adverse 
conditions.  It  is  likewise  my  sincere  belief  that 
the  faith  of  our  people  in  the  ultimate  triumph 
of  good  over  evil  is  unlimited  and  unshakeable; 
therefore  we  have  little  to  be  concerned  with 
except  our  own  individual  and  public  apathy 
and  indifference  to  doing  God’s  Will. 

By  personal  contact  and  keen  observation, 
I  have  found  both  our  young  people  and  our 
adults  of  all  ages  to  possess  the  fine  qualities  of 
Christian  heritage  entrusted  to  us  previous¬ 
ly.  Our  people  are  keenly  aware  of  the  need  for 
eternal  vigilance  as  the  price  of  safety  and  the 
prize  of  security  of  those  blessings  bestowed 
upon  us  by  those  who  so  nobly  preceded  us. 
We  need  but  to  accept  our  own  ability  limita¬ 
tions  and  proceed  onward  and  upward  and  for¬ 
ward  in.  the  faith  of  God’s  limitless  possibilities 
for  a  more  excellent  and  abundant  way  of  liv¬ 
ing.  This  is  the  reflection  of  our  people,  this 
is  their  attitudes,  this  is  their  temperment,  this 
is  their  potential.  Our  people  have  vision,  our 
people  have  enthusiasm,  our  people  have  the 
will  to  do.  United  in  God’s  work  we  can  do  our 
duty  as  it  relates  to  the  posterity  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  all  mankind.  This  is  what  our  people 
have  professed,  this  is  what  our  people  have 
confessed  by  thought,  word  and  deed  in  their  in¬ 
dividual  and  church  life.  That  is  why  “OUR 
PEOPLE  ARE  REALLY  WONDERFUL.” 
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BROADCASTER 

J.  Daniel  Barraa 


The  late  Dr.  Earnest  Webb  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  said 
the  author  of  their  textbook  for  un¬ 
dergraduate  Bible  study  died  of  “de- 
tailitis.” 

The  medical  world  will  not  re¬ 
cognize  the  term  the  doctor  used 
to  describe  a  “disease;”  nor  will  the 
grammarians  welcome  the  word 
“deailitis.”  But  the  world  of  fact 
will  confess  the  good  man’s  coined 
word  aptly  describes  an  affliction 
which  kills  many  —  particularly 
preachers. 

Details  are  important  —  up  to  a 
point.  I  want  the  surgeon  to  at¬ 
tend  to  the  little  detail  of  removing 
all  his  instruments  from  inside  me 
before  he  sews  me  up  after  an  op¬ 


eration. 

But  beyond  a  point  details  cease 
to  be  constructive  and  become  con¬ 
fusing. 

Mark  Twain  was  determined  to 
give  nothing  to  the  mission  offering 
but  the  preacher  presented  the  cause 
so  well  that  Twain  decided  to  give 
fifty  dollars.  But  when  the  preacher 
kept  giving  details  the  prospective 
donor  kept  reducing,  the  amount  he 
intended  to  give.  The  preacher  kept 
up  his  detailing  till  when  the  mis¬ 
sion  plate  was  passed  Twain  took 
ten  dollars  out  of  it. 

The  poets  by  omitting  so  much  de¬ 
tail  can  teach  us  preachers  how  to 
avoid  the  yawning  pitfall  of  that 
mission  man. 

When  we  get  too  many  details 
in  our  services  and  in  our  sermons 
we  sin  against  the  laws  of  interest, 
if  not  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Dr.  James  Kilgore  told  the  story 
of  a  college,  long  ago,  that  put  its 
students  in  uniforms  with  long  tails. 
One  day  its  president,  reviewing 
with  a  visiting  bishop  the  students 
marching  in  mass  in  their  uni¬ 
forms,  said  to  the  visitor,  “Isn’t  it 
a  wonderful  sight  in  the  mass?”  The 
bishop  replied,  “Yes,  it’s  wonderful 
in  the  mass,  but  horrible  in  “de¬ 
tail.” 

I  have  several  other  choice  things 
to  say  on  this  problem  of  saying 
enough  but  not  too  much;  of  giving 
enough  details  but  not  too  many. 
But  maybe  I’ve  given  enough  de¬ 
tails. 


Sees  25  Million  Members 
Of  Methodist  Church 

Saint  Simons  Island,  Ga.  (RNS) — 
Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City,  Okla.,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism,  told 
the  board  at  its  annual  meeting  here 
that  he  “dared  to  dream”  of  a  day 
when  The  Methodist  Church  would 
have  25,000,000  members. 

The  denomination  now  has  a 
membership  of  more  than  9,200,000. 

Bishop  Smith  expressed  the  hope 
after  Dr.  Harry  Denman  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  executive  secretary, 
challenged  the  Church’s  members 
to  win  400,000  new  Methodists  an¬ 
nually  during  the  next  10  years. 

It  was  announced  that  a  Mission 
to  America  will  be  launched  in  Ap¬ 
ril  under  the  board’s  auspices.  The 
Rev.  Alan  Walker  of  Sydney,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  will  head  an  evangelistic 
team  conducting  the  Mission.  Mr. 
Walker  has  directed  a  similar  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  to  Australia  held  for 
the  past  three  years. 


Hope  District  Board  ol  Church  Location  and  Building  Report* 

More  Than  $225,000  In  Property  Improvement 

During  1954-55 


WE  are  delighted  to  make  the  report  that  speaks 
of  the  great  interest  of  our  people  in  their 
church  buildings  and  parsonages.  A  fine 
year’s  work  has  been  done  on  the  buildings 
of  the  District,  and  some  plans  are  made  for  future 
building. 

Twenty-two  charges  in  the  District  have  reported 
building  and  repair  work  done  on  their  churches  and 
parsonages.  They  are  to  be  commended  for  this  splen¬ 
did  work.  All  of  this  work  amounts  to  some  $225,288.00 
for  repairs  and  new  buildings  in  the  District  since  last 
District  Conference. 

The  work  done  is  as  follows: 

A  new  sanctuary  has  been  built  at  Ashdown.  The 
building  is  of  Colonial  architecture  and  furnished  in 
Colonial  furniture  with  cushions  on  the  pews.  There 
is  year-round  air-conditioning.  A  new  organ  has  been 
purchased.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  and  furnish¬ 
ings  was  $63,323.29. 

Fairview  Church  in  Texarkana  has  spent  $1,285.00 
on  the  parsonage  for  a  new  roof,  redecoration  inside, 
and  some  new  furniture.  They  are  planning  to  build  a 
new  $60,000.00  sanctuary  in  the  near  future. 

Mineral  Springs  has  spent  $65.00  on  repairs  to  the 
parsonage.  They  bought  some  new  tables  for  the 
church  dining,  room  at  a  cost  of  $80.00.  In  addition  to 
this  they  have  paid  off  the  indebtedness  on  the  organ 
in  the  amount  of  $515.00.  They  are  also  putting  aside 
$100.00  a  month  in  a  building  fund.  They  hope  to  start 
a  new  educational  unit  by  this  time  next  year.  They 
have  $500.00  in  this  fund. 

The  church  at  Fouke  has  made  repairs  in  the 
amount  of  $232.62  for  one  class  room:  five  doors,  chan¬ 
cel,  and  the  extension  of  gas  line  for  additional  stoves. 
They  are  planning  to  install  new  light  fixtures  and  re¬ 
decorate  the  interior  of  the  church  in  the  near  future. 
Boyd  church,  on  this  charge,  has  done  some  outside 
painting  and  redecorated  class  rooms  and  have  spent 
$40.00  on  this. 

On  the  Rondo  Circuit  the  Harmony  Grove  church 
has  bought  new  pews  and  a  pulpit  at  the  cost  of  $1,- 
514.00.  The  WSCS  has  installed  a  new  cook  stove  in  the 
basement  of  the  church.  Plans  are  being  made  for  other 
improvement  in  the  near  future. 

The  Rondo  Church  has  finished  painting  and  fur¬ 
nishing  the  educational  building.  This  cost  about  $821.- 
00.  The  parsonage  has  been  improved  some  and  $325.00 
was  spent  on  it.  This  makes  a  total  of  about  $2,705.00 
for  general  improvements  over  the  charge. 

At  College  Hill  in  Texarkana,  a  new  roof  on  the 
parsonage  and  several  rooms  decorated  inside,  new 
curtains  and  slip  covers  for  some  of  the  furniture  has 
cost  about  $586.00.  The  stained  glass  windows  in  the 
church  are  now  being  repaired  and  this  will  cost  ap¬ 
proximately  $250.00. 

On  Doddridge  Circuit  the  parsonage  has  been  re¬ 
paired  in  the  amount  of  $173  and  other  work  is  plan¬ 
ned  for  the  near  future. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  at  Hope  has  spent 
about  $150.00  on  the  parsonage '  and  about  $100.00  for 
extra  chairs  for  the  Adult  classrooms.  Tliey  are  plan¬ 
ning  a  new  Educational  building  and  nave  a  plan¬ 
ning  committee  at  work  on  it  now. 

The  Bingen  Circuit  has  put  a  new  roof  on  their 
parsonage,  and  the  Bingen  Church  has  redecorated  the 
interior  of  their  church  and  installed  a  heating  sys¬ 
tem.  About  $1,216.00  was  spent  for  all  of  this.  They  are 
planning  to  buy  new  pews  for  the  Bingen  church. 

At  Few  Memorial  the  parsonage  has  been  repair¬ 
ed  in  the  amount  of  $435.00.  Also,  the  final  indebted¬ 
ness  of  $1,040.00  on  the  parsonage  has  been  paid.  They 
have  bought  tables  for  the  educational  building  costing 
$48.00.  They  are  also  planning  to  build  an  additional  ed¬ 
ucational  building  which  will  cost  about  $3,000.00.  Of 
this  amount  they  already  have  $542.00  on  hand.  They 


are  planning  to  buy  new  pews  for  their  church. 

Some  redecorating  has  been  done  on  the  parson¬ 
age  at  DeQueen.  They  have  completed  air-conditioning 
for  the  Educational  building,  bought  carpeting  for  the 
sanctuary,  had  their  organ  repaired  and  have  bought 
some  church  library  equipment.  They  have  also  paid 
payments  on  their  building  debt.  All  this  amounts  to 
$6,875.00.  They  have  ordered  new  pulpit  chairs  and 
have  paid  $400.00  for  these. 

At  Dierks,  the  parsonage  has  been  re-roofed  at  a 
cost  of  $270.00,  and  they  are  planning  to  spend  about 
$250.00  for  redecorating  the  parsonage.  A  new  piano 
has  been  purchased  for  Green’s  Chapel  Church.  Plana 
are  being  formulated  for  a  new  Educational  building 
at  Dierks. 

Texarkana,  First  Church,  has  spent  $220.82  for  new 
drapes  for  the  parsonage.  They  have  spent  $107,757.38 
for  their  new  educational  building  and  $5,385.00  for 
furnishing  and  repairs. 

On  the  Richmond  Circuit  the  church  at  Ogden  has 
installed  pews  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.00  and  a  piano  which 
cost  $650.00  The  Richmond  church  has  installed  a  gas 
heating  system  and  the  auditorium  has  been  redecor¬ 
ated,  all  costing  -$2,000.00.  Wade’s  Chapel  church  has 
added  two  rooms  for  educational  purposes  and  re-roof¬ 
ed  and  repaired  their  building  at  a  cost  of  $1,800.00. 

Mena,  First  Church,  has  paid  $940.00  on  the  par¬ 
sonage  debt,  and  has  made  minor  improvements  and 
choir  furnishings  in  the  amount  of  $150.00. 

The  Center  Point  parsonage  has  had  some  repair 
work  in  the  amount  of  $55.00.  Since  last  District  Con¬ 
ference  a  new  chinch  has  been  built  at  Wakefield  and 
dedicated.  The  cost  of  this  beautiful  church  was  $4,- 
000.00.  The  church  at  Bluff  Springs  has  plastered  their 
walls  and  spent  about  $150.00  on  this.  A  new  floor 
has  been  placed  in  the  Shiloh  church  at  a  cost  of 
$200.00. 

On  the  Springhill  Circuit  work  has  been  done  as 
follows: 

At  Springhill,  fixtures  for  the  church,  $165.00; 
Oak  Grove,  a  butane  system  has  been  installed  costing 
$300.00;  Sardis  Union  Church  has  installed  a  butane 
system  costing  $300.00.  The  total  spent  on  this  charge 
for  repairs  was  $765.00. 

On  the  Blevins  Charge  $250.00  was  spent  repair¬ 
ing  the  parsonage.  About  $100.00  was  spent  on  the  Ble¬ 
vins  church  repairing  class  rooms.  Repair  work  done 
on  the  McCaskill  church  amounted  to  $75.00. 

The  parsonage  at  the  Prescott  Circuit  is  being  re¬ 
done  at  the  present  time.  The  living  room  and  dining 
room  has  been  sheet-rocked  and  the  floors  sanded. 
The  kitchen  has  been  re-painted  and  white  asbestos 
siding  is  being  put  on  the  outside  of  the  house.  One  of 
the  bedrooms  will  be  enlarged  and  a  car-port  will  be 
added.  The  total  cost  and  expenditure  to  present  has 
been  $900.00.  The  Carolina  church  of  this  charge  has 
been  repaired  and  painted  inside  and  out  at  a  cost  of 
$450.00,  plus  some  free  labor.  At  New  Salem  a  new  roof 
has  been  put  on  the  church  and  it  has  been  painted 
outside,  celotex  on  the  inside  and  new  pews  and  a  new 
butane  heating  system  has  been  added.  This  has  cost 
$1,900.00,  plus  free  labor.  The  Harmony  Church  has 
been  painted  on  the  inside  costing  $150.00.  The  Mt. 
Moriah  church  has  purchased  a  bulletin  board  for  $18.00. 

The  parsonage  at  Horatio  has  been  improved  in 
the  amount  of  $190.00.  A  new  educational  building  is 
being  planned  for  Horatio  Church. 

A  new  parsonage  has  been  completed  at  Prescott, 
First  Church,  which  cost  $13,393.00.  New  furnishing 
for  it  cost  about  $1,000.00.  An  additional  $1,000.00  was 
spent  for  repair  on  the  church  and  educational  build¬ 
ing,  with  a  new  roof  being  put  on  the  educational  build¬ 
ing. 

This  has  been  a  wonderful  year  in  The  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Hope  District.  God  has  richly  blessed  us. 
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Editorial 

Report  Number  One ,  (Circulation  (Campaign 

REPORTS  reaching  the  office  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
and  the  Arkansas  Methodist  by  the  end  of  last  week  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  Area-Wide  Circulation  Campaign  for  these 
two  publications  will  result  in  another  fine  list  of  subscribers. 
These  reports  are  tabulated,  charge  by  charge,  on  pages  8  and  9 
of  this  issue  and  show  that  in  Louisiana  193  pastoral  charges 
report  a  total  of  6,933  subscriptions  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 
Comparison  with' the  1955  Circulation  Campaign  for  the  same  per¬ 
iod  shows  an  increase  thus  far  of  200  subscriptions.  189  charges 
had  reported  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  last  year  and  193  are  in 
the  first  report  this  year. 

Several  of  the  districts  show  increases  in  the  first  report  in¬ 
cluding  the  Alexandria,  Shreveport  and  Lake  Charles  Districts. 
The  Ruston  District  leads  the  conference  with  97  per  cent  of  its 
quota  and  1,397  subscriptions.  The  Alexandria  District  reports  95 
per  cent  of  its  quota. 

With  approximately  100  pastoral  charges  in  the  conference  yet 
to  be  heard  from,  it  is  quit£  probable  that  the  1956  list  of  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist  will  exceed  in  number  the 
11,200  which  the  publication  had  in  1955.  This  good  report  indi¬ 
cates  a  continued  fine  spirit  of  cooperation  and  helpfulness  on  the 
part  of  subscribers,  pastors,  district  directors  and  District  Super¬ 
intendents  who  are  giving  attention  at  the  present  time  to  securing 
subscriptions. 

Louisiana  Methodists  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  first 
report  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist  shows  an  increase  of  approx¬ 
imately  1,300  subscriptions  over  the  first  report  of  last  year  with 
a  record  number  of  charges  reporting  the  first  week. 

The  second  report  will  be  published  in  next  week’s  issue  and 
will  include  all  reports  and  supplemental  report^  reaching  the  of¬ 
fice  by  noon,  Saturday,  January  28.  Each  pastoral  charge  in  the 

conference  should  be  included  in  the  next  report. 

/ 

Nehru  (Communism  £At  (Close  Range 

WHILE  publicly  assuming  the  role  of  neutrality  for  India, 
Prime  Minister  Nehru  has  often  been  found  critical  of 
the  West  and  sympathetic,  and  at  times  co-operative,  with 
the  communist  block  led  by  Russia. 

In  recent  months  Mr.  Nehru  spread  the  broad  carpet  of  wel¬ 
come  for  Bulganin  and  Khruschev  on  their  visit  to  India  as  they 
repaid  a  visit  Mr.  Nehru  made  to  Russia  some  months  ago.  In  this 
visit  to  India,  Bulganin  and  Khrushchev  were  given  a  warm  wel¬ 
come,  not  only  officially,  but  also  by  the  masses  of  India.  In  the 
midst  of  this  welcome,  however,  they  caused  Mr.  Nehru  great  em¬ 
barrassment  by  using  India  as  a  sounding  board  for  bitter  tirades 
against  the  non-communistic  nations;  assuming  the  while  that  In¬ 
dia  was  in  sympathy  with  their  remarks. 

At  the  time,  Mr.  Nehru  seemed  to  think  that  his  embarrassment 
over  the  Russian  visit  would  be  limited  to  the  effect  these  coarse 
breaches  of  hospitality  might  have  on  the  nations  of  the  free  world. 
It  is  quite  possible,  by  now,  that  the  India  Prime  Minister  realizes 
that  the  results  of  this  return  visit  of  Russian  leaders  may  be  more 
embarrassing  for  him  at  home  than  abroad. 

At  the  present  time,  according  to  press  reports,  a  rash  of  red- 
inspired  revolts  are,  spreading  throughout  India.  The  loss  of  life 
already  has  run  into  the  hundreds  while  it  is  feared  that  even 
larger  disturbances  are  yet  to  follow.  While  the  origin  of  the  trou¬ 
ble  seems  to  have  stemmed  from  a  government  attempt  to  parti¬ 
tion  some  Indian  States  along  language  lines,  the  reds,  sensing  the 
feeling  of  discontent  this  has  caused,  are  using  the  occasion  to  gen¬ 
erate  revolts  across  the  nation  against  Nehru  s  government  that 
are  of  a  serious  nature. 

Perhaps  this  close-range  view  which  Mr.  Nehru  is  now  having,  ✓ 
of  communism’s  willingness  to  destroy  him  and  his  government  in 
order  to  advance  its  purposes,  may  help  him  to  see  that  commun¬ 
ism  is  a  real  threat  to  government  in  India  as  truly  as  it  is  a  threat 
to  the  free  world  everywhere.  This  revolt  against  Nehru,  serious 
as  it  seems  to  be,  will  be  worth  whatever  it  costs  if  it  serves  to 


open  his  eyes  and  the  eyes  of  his  official  family  to  the  deadly  dan¬ 
gers  of  communism. 

India,  truly  neutral,  could  serve  a  great  purpose  -in  the  East- 
West  struggle.  However,  India  in  the  role  of  the -neutral,  while 
playing  into  communist  hands  can  do  incalculable  harm.  Let  it 
be  hoped  that  the  present  revolts  in  India  may  impress  Nehru  with 
the  alarming  character  of  the  threat  communism  holds  for  free 
people  everywhere. 


eTKlissions  Qoes  Svangelistic 

IN  making  its  plans  for  the  next  four  years  of  missionary  en¬ 
deavor,  the  General  Board  ,of  Missions  in  session  last  week  at 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  decided  to  lay  greater  emphasis  on  the 
evangelistic  aspect  of  its  world-wide  missionary  enterprise.  Select¬ 
ing  four  strategic  areas  for  special  emphasis,  Board  and  staff  mem¬ 
bers  pointed  out  the  need  for  intensifying  its  work  to  secure  larg¬ 
er  numbers  of  specific  commitments  to  Christ  on  the  mission  fields. 
Bolivia  in  South  America,  the  Belgian  Congo  in  Africa,  Sarawak 
on  the  island  of  Borneo,  and  Korea  were  named  as  areas  of  great 
opportunity  for  evangelistic  emphasis. 

We  believe  that  Methodists  generally  will  welcome  this  in¬ 
creased  evangelistic  emphasis  by  mission  leaders.  Such  work 
in  other  lands  will  reflect  the  increased  evangelistic  work  here 
at  home  of  recent  years.  This  will  not  result  in  any  slackening  of 
emphasis  on  agricultural,  educational  or  medical  missions,  or  any 
of  the  other  missionary  endeavors  which  the  Methodist  Church 
has  promoted.  Neither  will  the  selection  of  four  specific  areas 
mean  withdrawal  from  locations  where  missionary  work  is  now 
being  done. 

If  Christ  is  the  hope  of  the  World,  and  Christians  believe  that 
He  is,  then  a  missionary  program  wMfch  pointedly  presses  for 
personal  commitment  helps  to  hasten  the  day  when  that  Hope 
becorp.es  a  reality  in  the  experience  of  all  people  everywhere. 

( Church  c3{,istory  Professor  Philippines 

SOMETHING  of  the  glorious  challenge  of  the  Christian  gos¬ 
pel  and  the  unparalleled  opportunely  for  service  which  it  of¬ 
fers  came  to  light  last  week  at  the  General  Board  of  Missions 
meeting  when  the  announcement  was  made  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ro¬ 
bert  W.  Goodloe,  since  1922  connected  with  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  will  leave  this  summer  for  service  at  a  Methodist  theological 
seminary  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Another  announcement  made 
at  the  same  time  was  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  (Dr.)  Edgar  R.  Miller 
of  Wilmington,  Del.,  for  more  than  20  years  physicians  in  that  city, 
are  giving  up  their  medical  practice  to  accept  assignment  as  med¬ 
ical  missionaries  to  Nepal. 

Many  Methodist  ministers  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  are  pei- 
sonally  acquainted  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goodloe.  Dr.  Goodloe  has 
been  professor  of  Church  History  in  the  theology  school  at  SMU 
and  has  taught  leadership  training  courses  in  many  pastoral 
charges  and  pastors’  schools  in  this  Area.  Loved  and  respected  by 
all  who  have  come  under  his  ministry,  Dr.  Goodloe  will  make  a 
substantial  contribution  in  his  new  field  of  work.  The  prayers 
and  interest  of  many  friends  will  follow  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goodloe 
as  they  enter  their  new  work. 

Incidentally,  among  the  72  new  missionaries  commissioned  at 
the  Board  meeting  last  week  were  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Good¬ 
loe,  Jr.,  who  were  assigned  to  Southern  Rhodesia. 


Faith  in  God  and  the  experience  of  divine  worship  can  fill  our  minds 
and  personalities  with  a  surge  of  power  that  cannot  be  attained  from 
any  other  source.  Many  ordinary  people  have  lived  extraordinary  lives 
because  of  this.  History  is  full  of  the  remarkable  achievementts  of  indi¬ 
viduals  who  had  little  in  themselves  but,  because  of  a  power  flowing 
through  them,  they  were  able  to  illuminate  and  transform  all  life  around 
them.  Why  does  this  not  happen  to  more  of  us?  It  is  because  we  dam 
up  this  power;  it  has  no  chance  to  flow  on  and  do  its  work.  We  think  only 
cf  ourselves  and  what  we  want,  thus  the  divine  current  is  stopped.  The 
miracle  when  we  give  ourselves  to  be  used  of  God  is  that  we  are  noc 
“used  up”  but  renewed  and  strengthened.  Is  your  life  being  short-circuit¬ 
ed? — Chas.  A.  Wells. 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

HOPE 

Hope  has  been  likened  to  the  rattle  which  Mother  Nature  gives  to  man, 
her  fretful  child,  to  still  his  crying  while  he  cuts  his  teeth  on  the  hard  facts 
of  reality. 

Schopenhauer,  the  German  philosopher,  put  it  even  more  baldly.  He 
said  hope  is  the  bait  by  which  Nature  gets  her  hook  into 
the  nose  of  man  and  thereby  leads  him  toward  her  ends 
rather  than  his.  It  is  hope  that  keeps  the  gambler  at 
the  gaming  table  while  he  dissipates  his  fortune  expect¬ 
ing  the  lucky  strike.  It  is  hope  which  lures  the  criminal 
further  into  the  coils  of  crime  in  the  futile  belief  that 
he  can  beat  the  racket.  Hope  leaves  a  trail  of  disap¬ 
pointments  along  the  course  of  our  lives.  Who  says  that 
“we  are  saved  by  hope?” 

Well,  that’s  the  point  which  commands  our  hearing. 
The  man  who  declared  this  was  no  starry-eyed  youth 
whistling  in  the  dark  to  keep  his  courage.  He  was  a 
veteran  of  life’s  hardest  campaigns.  When  we  look  at  him  we  feel  as  did 
the  officer  who  conferred  the  Order  of  the  Purple  Heart  on  the  wounded 
soldiers  who  had  been  brought  back  from  service  overseas.  When  the 
officer  came  before  these  boys,  lined  up  for  the  ceremony,  some  with 
broken  bodies,  some  in  wheel  chairs,  but  all  with  a  courageous  smilg,  the 
officer  did  not  stand  up  to  receive  their  salute.  He  saluted  THEM. 

Likewise  when  we  stand  before  Paul,  for  it  was  he  who  said,  “We 
are  saved  by  hope,”  we  feel  like  standing  at  salute,  for  he  was  a  wearer 
of  the  Order  of  the  Purple  Heart  in  life’s  campaigns.  He  had  been  through 
peril,  sword,  and  persecution.  He  bore  the  marks  of  wounds  and  chains. 
He  at  least  deserves  our  attention  when  he  says,  “We  are  saved  by  hope.” 

I  should  like  to  ask  this  seasoned  campaigner  a  question  covering  his 
assertion.  What  is  this  hope  that  saves  us? 

We  can  know  at  once,  I  think,  that  Paul’s  hope  was  not  mere  optimism. 
He  was  not  by  nature  an  optimist.  I  can  sympathize  with  Paul,  for  I  am 


not  by  nature  an  optimist.  I  onee  belonged  to  an  organization  whose  treas¬ 
urer  was  a  born  optimist.  In  fact,  he  took  such  a  rosy  outlook  that  his  books 
were  in  the  red! 

It  must  be  a  very  comfortable  thing  to  have  a  natural  optimism.  One 
catches  the  radiant  spirit  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Lipton,  the  British  yachts¬ 
man,  when  he  hears  the  gallant  old  sportsman  say:  “I  am  the  world’s 
greatest  optimist.  I  am  proud  of  the  distinction.  There  is  something  buoyant 
and  healthy  in  being  an  optimist  ...  I  am  always  in  good  humor  and 
good  fettle.”  I  often  wish  I  were  like  that,  but  I  am  not.  And  neither  was 
Paul. 

Paul  tells  ug  the  links  in  his  living  which  led  to  hope:  “Tribulation 
worketh  patience;  and  patience,  experience;  and  experience,  hope.”  It  is 
a  noteworthy  fact  that  hardship  often  breeds  hope  while  comfort  frequently 
makes  for  pessimism.  The  cynical,  sophisticated  writing  of  our  day  is  more 
likely  to  come  from  steam-heated  penthouses  than  from  the  school  of  hard 
work. 

Tribulation  and  disappointment  can  develop  patience  by  teaching  us 
the  divine  pace.  We  must  learn  that  we  cannot  say,  “Step  lively”  to  the 
Eternal.  We  cannot  eat  tomorrow’s  dinner  today.  Why  then  should  we 
expect  to  get  tomorrow’s  answers  and  rewards  today?  When  we  live 
one  day  at  a  time,  we  discover  that  what  looks  like  defeat  today  may  often 
look  like  victory  by  tomorrow. 

Thus  “patience  worketh  experience,”  or  “staying  power,”  as  another 
translation  puts  it.  Russell  Conwell  delivered  his  popular  lecture,  “Acres  of 
Diamonds”  so  many  times  that  he  made  enough  money  to  start  Temple 
University  in  Philadelphia.  And  no  one  can  measure  how  much  that  lecture 
enriched  its  hearers  by  reminding  them  of  the  wealth,  both  material  and 
spiritual,  which  could  still  be  mined  from  the  places  they  were  about  to 
abondon  as  hopeless.  “To  make  good”  is  to  make  something  good  out  of  bad 
situations.  , 

Thus  experience  leads  to  hope.  America  and  Canada  are  lands  of  hope. 
And  not  merely  because  of  their  rich  resources,  but  because  their  settlers 
had  “staying  power”.  Our  pioneers  were  not  “fly-by-nights”  but  “settlers” 
who  “stuck  it  out”  with  patience  until  tribulations  begot  hope.  In  such  stay¬ 
ing  power  is  our  hope  of  a  better  world  here  and  of  heaven  hereafter. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference 

MI  A 

THIS  MATTER  OF  GOOD  WORKS 

As  long  as  man  has  been  made  in  the  image 
eft  God  he  has  had  a  desire  to  do  good  in  some 
manner.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  find  a  person, 
however  bad,  who  does  not  want  to  be  kind  at 
times.  From  the  first  chapters  of  the  Bible  to 
the  last,  we^read  of  many  persons  who  sought  to 
do  kind  deeds  to  others.  We  read  on  many 
occasions  of  persons  doing  good.  It  was  said  of 
the  Master  that  He  “went  about  doing  good.” 

The  early  church  quickly  took  up  the  idea 
that  good  works  would  bring  a  person  closer  to 
God.  James  must  have  felt  pretty  strongly  about 
it  because  in  three  places  in  Chapter  2  of  his 
general  epistle  he  wrote  that  “Faith  without 
works  is  dead.”  Down  the  centuries  the  church 
assumed  more  and  more  authority  in  its  attitude 
toward  good  works,  so  that  by  the  time  of  the 
Protestant  Reformation  the  church  had  estab¬ 
lished  its  own  means  of  actually  granting  for¬ 
giveness  from  sins,  or  special  access,,  to  heavenly 
priorities  by  the  means  of  good  works  alone.- 
In  fact,  the  church  leaders  were  exploiting  this 
whole  idea  so  selfishly  that  many  people  came  to 
resent  such  practices.  Martin  Luther  attacked 
the  idea  in  his  preaching,  and  in  his  writings. 
Christians  have  argued  the  question  ever  since. 
Many  of  us  still  wonder,  are  not  good  works  the 
actual  means  of  salvation,  even  of  themselves? 
If  not,  what  part  do  they  play  in  bringing  man 
closer  to  God? 

We  have  no  less  an  authority  than  the  Master 
Himself  to  answer  this  very  difficult  question. 
He  is  quoted  by  Matthe  w(5:16)  as  saying,  “Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  will  see 
your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven.”  Good  works,  therefore,  when  done 
for  my  own  glory  or  my  self-satisfaction,  are  not 
pleasing  to  God.  If  they  are  done  simply  as  a 
duty  tour,  they  might  as  well  be  left  undone. 
After  all,  if  we  shall  wear  crowns  at  all  in 
heaven,  it  is  very  doubtful  that  there  will  be 
any  spaces  for  stars  in  them. 

Jesus  said  that  we  were  to  do  good  works  so 
that  men  might  see  them.  But  we  must  be  sure 
that  men  will  glorify  our  heavenly  Father  and 
not  us.  When  we  do  good  for  the  glory  of  God, 
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THE  CHURCH  MUST  BE  A 
FORCE  FOR  PEACE 

The  common  man’s  quest  for  peace  and  the 
leaders’  quest  for  a  “formula”  that  will  bring 
peace,  go  on  unabated.  No  one,  we  seem  to 
agree,  wants  war.  But  we  can’t  come  to  a  com¬ 
mon  mind  or  an  international  mind  on  how  to 
reach  the  goal.  We  are  at  war — hot  and  cold — 
on  how  to  achieve  peace. 

One  of  America’s  prognosticating  national 
journals  gave  us  a  pre-view  the  other  day  of 
the  “sensational  developments  in  the  production 
of  intercontinental  weapons” — the  military  rock¬ 
ets — we  may  expect  in  1956.  We  now  have  the 
thousand-mile-range  Snark,  Navaho,  and  Atlas. 
But,  the  story  is,  we  may  look  for  the  Rascal  and 
the  Bulldog,  air-to-ground  weapons;  the  Talos, 
the  Bomarc,  the  Loki  and  the  Hawk,  ground-to- 
air;  and  the  Sparrow,  the  Falcon  and  the  Side¬ 
winder  which  will  send  rockets  from  plane  to 
plane  in  air  combat.  And  Changing  Times  adds 
laconically:  “The  hope  is  that  they  will  deter 
aggressors.”  (Wasn’j;  that  said  when  the  first 
cannon  was  fired,  and  again  when  the  first  sub¬ 
marine  took  to  sea?) 

At  Christmastide  Pope  Pius  XII  commanded 
world  attention  by  an  impassioned  plea  to  the 
people  and  leaders  of  all  nations  and  faiths  to 
cooperate  for  peace.  His  program  resolves  into 
three  main  suggestions:  to  renounce  the  use  of 
atomic  weapons  and  stop  atomic  “tests”  which 
may  damage  human  beings;  to  begin  the  dis¬ 
armament  of  all  nations  under  reasonable  con¬ 
trols;  and  to  grant  freedom  to  colonial  peoples 
now  restive  under  alien  governments.  There  is 
nothing  very  radical  in  these  proposals:  most  of 
them  have  been  advanced  by  our  own  Walter  W. 
Van  Kirk,  O.  Frederick  Nolde  and  others  within 
the  church,  and  by  statesmen  of  many  nations. 


it  becomes  a  great  joy  as  well  as  a  true  means 
of  filling  our  hearts  with  love  for  God  and  His 
children.  It  shows  evidence  of  a  “true  and  live 
faith”.  “Therefore,  being  justified  by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.”  Why  not  try  this  formula  sometime  if 
you  have  not  been  doing  it? 


But  the  voicing  of  these  hopes,  and  ideals  by  the 
Pope  has  give  new  and  dramatic  impulse  to  the 
peace  movement.  It  becomes,  too,  an  area  in 
which  Catholic  and  Protestant  (and  even  non- 
Christian  groups)  can  work  together;  and  in 
which  church  and  state  can  labor  side  by  side. 

Dr.  Van  Kirk,  speaking  on  behalf  of  plans 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches,  has  out¬ 
lined  five  specific  proposals  toward  a  condition 
of  peace— proposals  toward  which  church  groups 
can  work,  and  toward  which  individuals — both 
within  and  outside  the  church — “can  talk,  agitate, 
and  work.”  These  are:  (1)  insist  that  all  Amer¬ 
ican  foreign  policy  be  projected  within  the 
framework  of  the  UN  and  consistent  with  its 
charter;  (2)  press  for  a  continued  search  for  an 
acceptable  system  of  reducing  armaments  and 
regulating  mass-destruction  weapons;  (3)  sup¬ 
port  government  efforts  for  international  cooper¬ 
ation  in  developing  peaceful  uses  of  atomic  pow¬ 
er,  and  a  distribution  of  that  knowledge  and 
power  for  worldwide  social  and  economic  bene¬ 
fit;  (4)<  work  for  continued  U.S.  and  U.N.  eco¬ 
nomic  aid  and  technical  assistance  to  under¬ 
developed  areas;  (5)  support  programs  which 
“identify  the  U.S.  with  the  aspirations  of  sub¬ 
ject  peoples  for  self-government.” 

The  program  of  Pope  Pius  and  the  program 
of  the  N.C.C.  do  not  seem  far  apart,  do  they?  Do 
we  have  the  will  to  forget  ancient  antagonisms? 
Perhaps  we  need  a  Benjamin  Franklin  to  warn 
of  the  perils  of  disunity! 

It  is  at  this  point  that  Pastor  Martin  Nie- 
moller  speaks  to  us:  “We  face  the  new  and  sur¬ 
prising  fact  that  mankind  today  expects  some¬ 
thing  of  the  church,  indeed  something  decisive; 
whereas,  only  a  few  years  ago  the  church  was 
looked  upon  as  a  dying  remnant  of  former  ages. 
...  For  the  Christian  faith  there  is  no  peace  with 
God  that  does  not  include  peace  with  our  fellow 
men;  there  is  no  love  of  God  without  love  of 
neighbor.  Thus  there  is  no  escape  from  reality: 
where  men  suffer,  there  the  church  is  chal¬ 
lenged,  and  there  she  cannot  shuffle  off  re¬ 
sponsibility  on  the  authorities  or  the  state. 
From  the  church  that  knows  and  preaches  recon¬ 
ciliation,  there  must  go  out  a  force  for  peace _ 

or  she  is  no  church.” 


Two  hundred  war  -  damaged  Methodist 
churches  throughout  South  Korea  are  being  re¬ 
built  with  more  than  $300,000  from  American 
Methodists,  part  of  the  amount  contributed  in 
November,  1954,  in  the  churchwide  Bishops’ 
“Appeal  for  Korea.”  Dr.  T.  T.  Brumbaugh,  the 
Board’s  administrative  secretary  for  Japan,  says 
that  $310,000  had  been  sent  to  Korea  for  church 
reconstruction  by  August  31,  1955,  and  $75,000 
has  been  allocated  for  175  additional  churches. 
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Warsaiv  Commentator  Admits  Reds 
Fail  In  Upbringing  of  Youth 

London — (RNS) — A  top  Warsaw  Radio  commentator  says  Poland’s 
Communists  have  produced  youth  who  are  “amazingly  poor  in  character 
and  moral  fibre.” 

Wanda  Odolska,  Communist  social  affairs  expert  and  a  member  of  the 
Sejm  (parliament),  made  the  admission  in  a  nationwide  broadcast. 

She  said  the  Communist  press  and  radio  had  been  campaigning  for 
months  against  drunkenness,  loose  morals  and  hooliganism  among  Polish 
youth  and  even  young  children. 

But  despite  this  campaign,  she  observed,  newspapers  everywhere  re¬ 
port  increased  juvenile  crime,  brawling  on  the  street  and  outrages  against 
women  and  children. 

The  commentator,  a  confidant  of  Politburo  members,  said  the  regime 
had  depicted  Polish  young  people  as  happy,  patriotic,  suntanned  members 
of  the  Union  of  Polish  Youth,  con-  L 

tent  to  carry  out  all  directives  of 
the  government.  This  is  a  false  pic¬ 
ture,  she  stated. 

“The  young  people  of  today  are 
really  not  getting  anything  from  us,” 
she  said.  “In  schools  and  factories 
they  are  praised  for  their  time 
schedules.  They  are  fed  with  ration¬ 
ed  portions  of  so-called  ideological 
subjects.  But  they  have  no  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  true  idea  of  Marxism. 

“As  a  result  we  have  today  a 
youth  who  do  their  work,  but  are 
amazingly  poor  in  character  and 
moral  fibre  and  turn  to  crime,  im¬ 
morality  and  complete  decay.  The 
veneer  which  our  propaganda  put 
on  them  is  cracking  and  revealing 
the  ugly  faces  of  hypocrites,  liars 
and  Communist  opportunists.” 


Over  12,000  Respond  To 
Television  Revival  Campaign 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  More 
than  12,000  persons  responded  by 
telephone  and  mail  to  the  appeal  for 
religious  decisions  made  by  a  lo¬ 
cal  evangelist  in  what  he  called 
“the  world’s  first  television  revival, 
held  in  the  capital  of  the  world.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Uhrig  said  the  10- 
day  revival  produced  as  many  as 
500  telephone  calls  in  a  single  night 
and  about  800  pieces  of  mail  daily 
during  the  campaign.  .  . 

The  evangelist  said  it  took  him 
about  a  year  to  convince  the  man¬ 
agement  of  Station  WTTG  that  a 
television  revival  campaign  was 
feasible. 

When  the  station  management 
saw  the  great  response  after  the 
first  program,  there  was'  no  further 
question  that  the  campaign  would 
be  a  great  success,  Mr.  Uhrig  added. 

He  said  similar  revivals  over  tele¬ 
vision  stations  were  being  planned 
in  other  major  cities,  including  New 
York.  One  such  campaign  already 
under  way  in  Atlanta  is  meeting 
with  great  success,  the  evangelist 
said. 

“God  First  in  ’56”  was  the  slogan 
of  the  Washington  revival.  It  was 
climaxed  by  a  public  mass-meeting 
attended  by  about  3,000,  at  which 
some  300  decisions  for  Christ  were 
made,”  Mr.  Uhrig  said. 


Methodist  Bishop  Sees 
Trend  Towards 
Spiritual 

St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  (RNS)  — 
Evidences  of  a  return  to  “things  of 
the  spirit”  were  noted  here  by  Bish¬ 
op  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
in  an  address  to  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evange¬ 
lism. 

“One  could  hardly  claim  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  a  revival  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time,”  he  said,  “but  undoubt¬ 
edly  we  are  witnessing  a  general 
turning  of  the  masses  to  an  interest 
in  the  things  of  the  spirit. 

“Writers  no  longer  hesitate  to  dis¬ 
cuss  religion;  in  fact,  one  of  the 
great  gains  arising  out  of  the  stress 
and  anxiety  of  two  wars  has  been 
the  recovery  of  the  consciousness  of 
God  and  a  sense  of  responsibility  to 
Him.” 

Bishop  Moore  suggested  that  the 
“great  need  of  this  generation”  is  a 
succession  of  inspired  prophets  to 
“stand  in  our  pulpits  preaching  the 
Christian  gospel  in  a  way  which  will 
enlighten  the  intellect,  quicken  the 
imagination,  stir  the  conscience  and 
reinforce  the  will.” 

“Our  age  needs  many  things,”  he 
said.  “All  about  us  is  the  passion  for 
life,  thq  new  soul  of  democracy,  the 
impatient  cravings  for  a  more  just 
social  order.  But  our  most  vital  need 
is  to  have  some  share  in  Christ’s 
confident  reliance  on  His  own  pow¬ 
er.” 


Methodist  Women  Give  $250,000 
For  New  Washington  Hospital 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Woman’s  Division  *of  Christian 
Service  of  The  Methodist  Church 
has  voted  to  allocate  $250,000  for 
the  Sibley  Memorial  Hospital  Fund 
here,  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam, 
chairman  of  the  hospital  board,  an¬ 
nounced. 

The  $6,000,000  hospital  will  be 
built  on  the  campus  of  American 
University  here,  Bishop  Oxnam  said. 
Plans  call  for  a  six-story,  320-bed 
hospital  and  a  nurses’  school  and 
dormitory. 


Israel  Has  40,000  Christians 


Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  More  than 
40,000  of  Israel’s  1,774,000  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  Christians,  according  to  a 
statistical  report  through  Dec.  31, 
1955,  published  by  the  Government 
Information  Service. 

About  23,000  of  the  Christians  are 
Latin  and  Eastern  Rite  Catholics. 

Protestants  number  2,000,  of 
which  1,040  are  listed  as  Anglicans; 
Greek  Orthodox,  13,400;  Armenian 
Orthodox,  1,030;  Egyptian  Copts, 


700;  and  Ethiopian  Copts,  40. 

About  700  of  the  1,000  Christian 
clergymen  in  Israel  are  Catholic. 
There  are  200  Christian  churches 
in  the  country. 

Moslems  form  the  largest  non- 
Jewish  religious  group,  with  131,500. 

Religious  sects  recorded  are  Dru- 
zes,  with  some  17,000;  Karaites,  1,- 
200;  Samaritans,  about  50;  and  a 
“few”  Baha’i  followers. 


Methodists  to  Release 
New  Dramatic  TV 
Series 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  series  of 
13  half-hour  dramatic  television 
programs  will  be  released  by  the 
Methodist  Radio  and  Film  Commis¬ 
sion  beginning  the  week  of  Feb.  13. 
They  have  been  produced  by  the 
commission  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$250,000. 

Bishop  Donald  Harvey  Tippett  of 
San  Francisco,  president  of  the 
commission  and  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission,  said  that 
some  175  to  250  stations  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  telecast  the  filmed  series 
which  has  been  given  the  general 
title  of  “The  Way.” 

The  films  will  be  distributed 
through  the  National  Council 
agency. 

Each  program  in  the  series  is  a 
self-contained  dramatic  story,  non- 
denominational  in  character,  dealing 
with  the  application '  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  gospel  in  everyday  problems  of 
ordinary  people. 

These  include  juvenile  delinquen¬ 
cy,  choosing  a  vocation,  automo¬ 
bile  accidents  in  which  loved  ones 
are  injured,  the  Christian  answer 
to  Communism,  community  res- 


Methodists  Asked 
Members 

St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  (RNS)  — 
Methodist  Church  officials  were 
challenged  here  to  achieve  a  net 
gain  of  400,000  new  members  an¬ 
nually  during  the  next  ten  years. 

Dr.  Harry  Denman  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  issued  the  call  in  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  board’s  annual  meeting. 

He  said  such  a  membership 
growth  was  necessary  to  meet  the 
country’s  population  increase. 

Asserting  that  a  national  popula¬ 
tion  of  190  million  —  an  increase 
of  2V2  million  a  year  —  is  expect¬ 
ed  by  1965,  Dr.  Denman  stressed  that 
“churches  must  prepare  now  to 
reach  ‘The  New  America.’  ” 

He  said  the  projected  increase  in 
Methodist  membership  was  based  on 


Name  World  Council  Inier-Church 
Aid  Secretary 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  Rev. 
William  K.  Du  Val  of  Montclair, 
N.  J.,  a  Presbyterian  (USA)  minis¬ 
ter,  has  been  named  administra¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  Division  of  Inter- 
Church  Aid  and  Service  to'  Refugees. 

Dr.  Samuel  MeCrea  Cavert,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  World 
Council’s  New  York  office,  said  Mr. 
Du  Val  will  work  at  the  division’s 
headquarters  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land.  Dr.  Leslie  Cooke,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council,  is  director  of  the  division. 

A  native  of  Montclair,  Mr.  Du  Val, 
30,  is  a  graduate  of  Williams  Col¬ 
lege,  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  Un¬ 
ion  Theological  Seminary.  New 
York. 

Prior  to  the  World  Council’s  Sec¬ 
ond  Assembly  at  Evanston,  Ill.,  in 
August,  1954,  he  took  a  year’s  leave 
of  absence  from  his  studies  at  Un¬ 
ion  Seminary  to  serve  as  assistant  to 
Dr.  Robert  S.  Bilheimer,  executive 
secretary  for  the  Assembly. 


Texas  Churches 
Selling  Poll 
Taxes 

Beaumont,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Protest¬ 
ant  churches  in  this  area  are.  selling 
poll  taxes  to  guarantee  the  right  of 
franchise  to  every  eligible  voter. 

Congregational  committees  can* 
vass  a  church's  entire  membership 
and  see  that  every  possible  voter 
possesses  a  poll  tax  receipt  or  docu¬ 
ment  certifying  his  exemption  from 
paying  the  tax. 

Lack  of  such  receipts  of  certifi¬ 
cates  has  been  a  widespread  excuse 
by  election  officials  for  denying  the 
vote  to  minority  and  other  group 
members  in  the  past. 

The  churches  engaged  in  selling 
the  poll  taxes  are  affiliated  with  the 
Jefferson  County  Committee  for 
Civic  Righteousness. 

Other  Committee  affiliates  are  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Un¬ 
ion  and  a  number  of  civic  and  moral 
welfare  organizations.  v 

The  Rev.  Paul  Wallace  of  St. 
Paul’s  Methodist  Church  here  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee. 


ponse  to  false  charge  of  Commun¬ 
ism,  prejudice  toward  foreigners, 
and  the  like. 


to  Add  400,000 
Annually 

the  fact  that  the  denomination  now 
has  about  15  per  cent  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  Protestant  church  members. 

Dr.  Denman  warned  the  meeting 
that  “an  all-out  membership  drive 
will  take  flesh  and  funds.”  He  said 
the  Church’s  Council  on  World 
Service  and  Finance  has  been  ask¬ 
ed  to  recommend  to  the  Methodist 
General  Conference  that  the  evan¬ 
gelism  board's  annual  appropriation 
be  increased  by  $160,000  to  $449,- 
559.00.  The  General  Conference  will 
hold  its  quadrennial  sessions  April 
25-May  9  in  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Other  needs  cited  by  Dr.  Denman 
included  the  organization  of  new 
churches  and  Sunday  schools,  and 
the  recruitment  of  more  ministers. 
To  relieve  the  Church’s  personnel 
shortage,  he  suggested  that  “serious 
thought  be  given  to  training  lay¬ 
men  for  certain  work  in  our  boards 
and  agencies,  annual  conferences 
and  local  churches.” 


Proposal  To  Exclude  God  From 
Alaska  Constitution  Defeated 

College,  Alaska  (RNS)  —  A  pro¬ 
posal  to  exclude  mention  of  God 
from  the  preamble  of  the  proposed 
Constitution  for  a  State  of  Alaska 
was  overwhelmingly  defeated  by 
the  constitutional  convention  here. 

James  P.  Doogan,  delegate  from 
Fairbanks,  summed  up  the  argu¬ 
ments  against  the  deletion. 

“Excluding  this  reference  to  God 
would  be  inconsistent  with  other  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  convention,”  he  said. 
“Every  delegate  when  qualifying 
for  the  work  here  signed  an  oath 
that  mentioned  God.  Every  day 
when  our  sessions  are  convened  we 
call  upon  clergymen  to  pronounce 
an  invocation.  It  would  not  only  be 
inconsistent  to  exclude  God  here, 
but  it  would  be  unfair.” 

Barrie  White  of  Anchorage,  who 
proposed  the  deletion,  said  the  men¬ 
tion  of  God  in  the  preamble  was  un¬ 
necessary  because  the  Bill  of  Rights 
guarantees  religious  freedom.  He 
stressed  that  he  was  not  an  atheist 
and  belonged  to  a  church. 
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Christian  Education 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
TO  HOLD  WORKERS’ 
TRAINING  SCHOOL 

Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  will  act  as  host  to 
the  annual  Christian  Workers’ 
Training  School  for  the  Shreveport 
District  January  29  through  Febru¬ 
ary  2.  Plans  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor, 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent, 
Dr.  John  Rasmussen,  host  pastor. 
Rev.  R.  D.  Shoulders,  General 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee,  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education,  Rev.  Roy 
Mouser,  Dean  of  the  School,  and 
Miss  Tennie  V.  Severtson,  secretary 
of  the  Planning  Committee.  E.  A. 
Holley  is  treasurer  for  the  School, 
with  C.  O.  Foil  as  assistant,  and 
Rev.  D.  L.  McGuire  is  publicity 
chairman. 

Sunday,  January  29,  at  2:30  p.  m., 
and  Monday,  January  30  through 
Thursday,  February  2,  at  7:00  p.  m. 
the  following  courses  will  be  offer¬ 
ed:  “Teaching  Children”,  by  Miss 
Olive  Smith,  Director  of  Children’s 
Work  in  the  Highland  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas;  “Understand¬ 
ing  Children”,  by  Mrs.  A.  Q.  Sar- 
tain,  a  teacher  of  Children’s  Division 
Work  with  wide  experience  in 
Training  Schools  throughout  the 
Texas  Methodist  Conferences; 
“Guiding  Seniors  And  Older  Youth”, 
by  Dr.  Robert  Bearden,  pastor  of 
Central  Methodist  Church,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas;  “Christian  Beliefs”, 
by  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  and  “New 
Testament  Content  And  Values”,  by 
Professor  William  P.  Fraser,  head 
of  the  Bible  Department  of  Cen- 


“HOW  DO  PASTORS 
MINISTER  TO  CHILDREN” 

Of  interest  to  Methodist  pastors 
is  the  program  of  the  Pastors’  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Division  of  Christian 
Education,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  for  the  meeting  of  the 
section  at  the  Hotel  Gibson,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  February  14-16. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  of  the 
pastors’  section  this  year  is  “How 
Do  Pastors  Minister  to  Children?” 
Some  of  the  subjects  scheduled  for 
discussion  are:  How  does  a  child 
learn?  Does  he  learn  religion?  What 
do  children  need?  Where  are  the 
children?  Where  does  the  pastor 
meet  the  children? 

Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church,  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation,  has  sent  a  memo  to  the 
executive  secretaries  of  conference 
boards  of  education  in  regard  to  the 
meeting  of  the  pastors’  section.  A 
pastor  for  many  years,  Dr.  Adkins 
has  been  especially  concerned  for 
the  Christian  education  of  children. 
The  memo  reads: 

“The  program  of  the  Pastors’  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Division  of  Christian 
Education  of  the  National  Council 


tenary  College. 

A  morning  schedule  from  9:30  to 
11:30,  Monday  through  Thursday, 
will  offer  Miss  Smith’s  course  on 
“Teaching  Children”  and  Mrs.  Sar- 
tain’s  course  on  “Understanding 
Children”  for  those  who  either  can¬ 
not  attend  the  evening  sessions  or 
who  wish  to  take  one  of  these  in 
addition  to  a  different  course  in  the 
evenings. 

Nursery  facilities  will  be  made 
available  at  all  sessions,  morning 
4nd  evening,  for  those  who  must 
bring  children  with  them. 


indicates  that  it  will  be  dealing  with 
a  matter  vital  to  every  minister.  We 
are  glad  to  commend  these  sessions 
to  your  attention  and  to  suggest  that 
you  encourage  attendance  by  our 
pastors  as  opportunity  offers.  Each, 
of  course,  would  be  attending  at  his 
own  expense,  which  may  limit  at¬ 
tendance  to  those  who  have  to  travel 
comparatively  short  distances.” 


RECREATION  WORKSHOPS 

Again  this  year  four  recreation 
workshops  will  be  held  under  joint 
sponsorship  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  concerned  and  the  Division  of 
the  Local  Church,  General  Board  of 
Education.  They  are: 

Southeastern,  April  11-18.  The 
Methodist  Camp,  Leesburg,  Florida, 
for  all  Methodists  in  the  Southeast. 

South  Central,  April  22-27.  Camp 
Egan,  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma. 

Middle  Atlantic,  June  3-8.  The 
Pennington  School,  Pennington, 
New  Jersey. 

Cuba,  early  July.  Pinsin  College, 
Camaguey,  Cuba. 

Information  folders  and  registra¬ 
tion  blanks  are  available  in  Janu¬ 
ary  and  may  be  obtained  from  the 
conference  boards  of  education. 
When  complete,  registrations  are  re¬ 
turned  to  the  conference  board, 
which  clears  on  all  applications  in 
its  conference. 

Cost  for  each  person  attending  a 
workshop  is  approximately  $30.00, 
not  including  transportation. 

These  workshops  are  planned  for 
persons  with  responsibility  for 
recreation  in  the  church  and  its  or¬ 
ganizations.  They  deal  primarily 
with  basic  skills  of  social  recreation, 
but  usually  include  a  large  section 
on  handicrafts.  They  do  not  give 
training  for  camping,  but  frequently 
include  nature  lore.  They  do  not 
give  intensive  training  in  organ- 


PRE-EASTER  EVANGELISM 

January  is  the  time  to  begin  plans 
for  pre-Easter  evangelism  in  our 
church  schools. 

The  most  important  phase  of  the 
planning,  probably,  is  that  of  train¬ 
ing  teachers  to  be  evangelists,  it 
was  said  by  the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  G®th- 
ard  of  the  staff  of  General  Church 
School  Work,  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation.  Mr.  Gothard  has  recently 
been  given  the  job  of  promoting  the 
program  of  evangelism  in  the 
church  school  for  the  board’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Local  Church. 

In  order  to  enable  Methodist 
church  school  workers  to  appreciate 
and  help  implement  the  far-reach¬ 
ing  possibilities  of  evangelism  in  the 
church  school,  Mr.  Gothard  is  urg¬ 
ing  that  this  year  every  church 
school  conduct  a  school  for  evan¬ 
gelistic  teaching.  “Every  church 
school,  large  or  small,  should  hold 
each  year  a  training  opportunity  to 
help  teachers  become  better  evan¬ 
gelists,”  he  said. 

To  guide  workers  in  conducting 
such  a  school  a  new  leaflet  has  been 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Church  School  Work,  An  An¬ 
nual  School  for  Evangelistic  Teach¬ 
ing  (8359-B). 

Here  are  some  pertinent  state¬ 
ments  from  the  leaflet. 

“Evangelistic  opportunities  are 
never  more  frequent,  nor  more  sub¬ 
ject  to  proper  guidance,  than  in  the 
program  of  the  church  school.” 

“Church  school  evangelism  is 
actually  an  integral  part  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  a  normal  part  of 
good  teaching.” 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


ized  dramatic  production,  but  usual¬ 
ly  include  creative  drama  as  used 
in  recreation  and  education. 


Fifth  Annual  Statewide  Circulation  Campaign 


Of 


ct/&  Louisiana  HlethoMst 

S  Serving  The  One  Hundred  And  Twelve  Thousand  Methodists 

of  Louisiana  Methodism 


Second  Report 

The  second  report  by  churches  and  districts  of  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  Circulation  Campaign  will  be  published  in  next 
week’s  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST.  The  report 
will  include  all  pastors’  reports  reaching  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  office  by  Saturday  noon,  January  21. 


Follow-Up  Work  and  Reports 

Many  churches  reporting  the  first  time  this  week  will 
make  additional  reports  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
office  of  follow-up  work  of  securing  renewals  and  new  sub¬ 
scriptions  which  were  not  obtained  during  the  first  week 
of  the  campaign,  January  8-15.  Results  of  these  supple¬ 
mental  reports  will  be  published  in  the  Circulation  Cam¬ 
paign  reports  each  week  in  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


Remember,  An  Informed  Methodist  Is  An  Active  Methodist! 

Keep  INFORMED  concerning  the  work  of  Methodism  and  METHODIST  is  the  channel  through  which  information  about 

organized  religion  at  home  and  abroad.  THE  LOUISIANA  the  church  at  work  reaches  you,  your  church,  and  your  home. 
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Area  Methodist  Circulation  Campaign 

REPORT  NO.  1— THROUGH  SATURDAY  NOON,  JANUARY  21,  1956 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1181 

Amity  Ct.,  Bobby  Dale  Orr  . . 

Arkadelphia  Ct..  Robert  Langley 

First  Church.  J.  M.  Hamilton  .  46 

St.  Andrew,  Clint  Burleson  .  23 

Bismarck,  Marvin  Wilkins  .  7 

Dalark  Ct.,  Connie  Robins  .  1 

Delight  Ct.,  W.  H.  Watson  .  1 

Friendship  Ct.,  Robert  Irwin  .  8 

Glenwood  Ct.,  J.  A.  Wade  .  27 

Gurdon,  James  A.  Simpson 
HOT  SPRINGS  CT.,  Coleman  Akin. 

First  Church,  E.  D.  Galloway  . 

Grand  Avenue,  A.  J.  Christie  .  8 

O aklawn-Mor ning  Star,  Harry 

Weed  . 13 

Pullman  Heights-Bethlehem, 

Alfred  DeBlack  -  - ,  3 

Tigert  Memorial,  Robt.  S.  Beasley 
Malvern,  First  Ch„  Rufus  Sorrells  ... 

Keith  Memorial,  Irl  S.  Lancaster..  10 

St.  Paul,  Harold  Davis  . - 

Mt.  Ida  Ct.,  Phil  E.  Pierce  . .  6 

Murfreesboro,  Omma  L.  Daniel  ....  15 

Okolona  Ct.,  Bruce  H.  Bean  13 

Piney  Grove,  Russell  Brown  .  it 

Princeton  Ct.,  S.  W.  Mooty  . .  .  3 

Rockport  Ct.,  P.  D.  Alston  .  12 

Shorewood  Hills,  B.  Howard  Cox  11 

Sparkman-Sardis,  Orrie  Thompson 

TOTALS  . . 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Quota  1945 

Bearden,  C.  D.  Cade  .  4 

Bradley.  J.  D.  Montgomery  .  2 

Buckner  Ct.,  Joe  Arnold  .  _  2 

Buena  Vista-Lisbon,  Oscar  Haire 
Calion-Quinn,  S.  B.  Mann  • 

Camden,  Fairview,  M.  W.  Miller 
Chidester  Ct.,  Gerald  K  Frncher 

Columbia  Ct.,  Claude  Clark  .  3 

El  Dorado,  First  Church,  Cecil 

R.  Culver  . •; . 

St.  Luke,  W.  S.  Cazort  . 

Vantrease,  M.  E.  Scott  . 

Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris  .  .. 

Harmony  Grove,  Ernest  Hays  .  i 

Holly  Springs  Ct.,  James  Ford  .  8 

Junction  City,  D.  L.  McCauley  4 

Louann  Ct.,  G.  B.  Pixley 
Magnolia,  First  Church,  C.  Ray 

Jackson  Street,  J.  L.  Tucker  .  12 

Marysville-Fredoma,  C.  E.  Law- 

rence  . 

Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove, 

C.  Ashcraft  . 

Smackover,  Harold  Sadler  . 

Stephens,  Bryan  Stephens  .  12 

Strong-Huttig,  Elbert  B.  Jean  .... 

Taylor  Ct.,  R.  M.  Crain  . 

Village  Ct.,  E.  T.  McAfee  .  13 

Waldo-Willisville,  Raymond  L. 

Diffee  . 

TOTALS  . 


10 

13 

1 

24 

8 

24 

32 

46 

59 

4 

109** 

23 

22 

45*5 

7 

17 

24** 

1 

22 

23 

1 

44 

4 

49*2 

8 

19 

27* 

27 

33 

2 

62*3 

10 

50 

60** 

1 

6 

7 

159 

159** 

8 

94 

"4 

106 

13 

44 

57 

5 

41 

2 

48 

3 

17 

20** 

9 

42 

51 

10 

36 

"i 

47** 

21 

21** 

6 

25 

31** 

15 

37 

52** 

13 

53 

66** 

11 

3 

14** 

3 

15 

18** 

12 

12 

2 

26** 

11 

9 

20* 

3 

37 

40** 

264 

iota 

954 

1945 

20 

1238** 

4 

28 

32** 

2 

33 

i 

36** 

9 

33 

42 

7 

14 

21* 

4 

4 

8 

178 

186*2 

11 

31 

i 

43 

3 

41 

44 

1003 

1003*3 

12 

51 

63*3 

37 

83 

120** 

1 

1 

2 

15 

17* 

8 

26 

34 

4 

50 

54** 

5 

25 

30 

518 

518*3 

12 

44 

2 

58** 

9 

35 

44** 

2 

62 

64** 

21 

60 

i 

82** 

12 

38 

50* 

5 

34 

39 

32 

30 

62** 

13 

39 

52* 

11 

58 

69** 

229 

2534 

5 

2768** 

256 


Asnaown,  -  — ------ 

Bingen  Ct.,  James  Shaddox  . 

Blevins  Ct.,  A.  W.  Hamilton  . 

Center  Point  Ct.,  D.  W.  Harberson.. 
DeQueen,  Alfred  I.  Doss  . . . 

Eoddridge  Ct.,  W.  M  Crow  . 

Emmett  Ct.,  Joe  W.  Hunter  . 

Fouke-Boyd,  Bun  Gantz  -• . 

Hatfield  Ct.,  Harold  E.  Wright  . 

Hope,  Virgil  D.  Keeley  . . . 

Lockesburg,  J._  R.^  Callicott  . 

Mineral  Springs  Ct.,  Woodrow  Smith 

Nashville,  J.  E.  Dunlap  . 

•Prescott,  w.  D.  Golden  . 

Richmond  Ct.,  J.  W.  Mann  . 

Rondo  Ct.,  Clyde  Swift  . 

SDringhill  Ct.,  H.  A.  F.  Ault  . 

TEXARKANA— College  Hill,  How¬ 
ard  Williams  .............. . 

Fairview.  H.  D.  Ginther  . 

Few  Memorial.  C.  E.  Messer 

First  Church,  Wm  E.  Brown  . 

Winthrop  Ct.,  C.  V.  Holiman  . 

TOTALS  . r . 

little  rock  distri 

leS’^st^ChS  JVR-  Cia^i  * 

BethePPn'de  Valley'.  Ernest  Nipper..  * 

Des 3 Ar c  ,  W !  Roy  Jordan  .  13 

Douglasville,  W.  H.  Sanders  . .  6 

Geyer  Springs,  Robt.  W.  Tnesch-  ^ 

Hazen  Doyle  T.  Rowe  . ? 

Efckory  Plains  a.,  Eugene  Gilliam  1 

LITTLE  ROCK  n 

Asbury,  J-  C.  English  2 

PaDitol  View,  Geo.  E.  Reutz  . 

FfrPst  Church,’  Aubrey  G.  Walton 
Henderson,  H.  R.  Holland  . 

gaS“dM.£nP.i.  F°r«3  £■  Arioia  23 

Markham  St.,  John  ,, 

Pulaski  Heights,  J^.K^  Shamblin .  1 

St.  Paul,  C.  W.  Richards  . . 51 

St  Luke,  David  M.  Hankins,  Jr 
Twenty-Eighth  St.,  Noel  Cross  ... 

Winfield,  Fred  R.  Harrison  . - 

Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks  .  3 

Mabelvale,  Charles  E  Ramsey 

Mt.  Pleasant,  L.  R.  Sparks  . 

Primrose,  James  R.  Scott  . . 

Roland  Ct.,  S.  T.  Hollowell  . - 

Salem,  Kenneth  Goode  ° 

Traskwood  Ct.,  Norman  Totten,  Jr 
TOTALS  . . . 


1 

54 

55** 

3 

14 

17 

10 

36 

46** 

7 

18 

25* 

13 

52 

1 

66** 

15 

30 

45** 

9 

17 

26  - 

13 

63 

76** 

5 

7 

12*2 

8 

10 

18 

14 

126 

140 

9 

18 

27 

13 

27 

.... 

40** 

13 

74 

87** 

7 

20 

5 

32** 

6 

61 

3 

70** 

8 

62 

4 

74** 

7 

20 

4 

31 

9 

49 

58** 

21 

21 

1 

43** 

5 

28 

33 

20 

45 

65** 

5 

13 

18** 

34 

116 

6 

158** 

2  .... 

983  24 


3 
1263 


Quota  2494 
2  36 

38* 

1 

1 

5 

13 

18 

6 

9 

15* 

1 

1 

13 

—  15 

28 

6 

8 

14 

15 

6 

21* 

9 

43 

52** 

1 

7 

8 

7 

53 

6 

66 

1 

25 

26 

11 

1180 

1191*3 

23 

31 

4 

58 

1 

1 

23 

9 

32 

2 

9 

11** 

11 

76 

87 

51 

82 

133** 

6 

15 

" i 

22 

22 

33 

2 

5/** 

1 

1 

3 

27 

30 

15 

27 

2 

44** 

3 

4 

7*2 

9 

28 

2 

39** 

1 

1 

6 

9 

15 

8 

31 

1 

40** 

243 

1796 

18 

2057 

Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Quota  1041 

Crossett,  J.  B.  Hefley  . 

Crossett  Ct.,  Arthur  White  . 

Dumas,  R.  A.  Teeter  .  2 

Eudora,  W.  R.  Boyd  . . 

Fordyce,  L.  W.  Averitt  .  6 

Fountain  Hill  Ct.,  R.  L.  Long  .  6 

Hamburg,  R.  O.  Beck  . 

Hampton-Harrell,  James  Mc- 

Cammon  . 

Hermitage,  J,  Frank  Walker  .  3 

Kingsland,  Edgar  Outlaw,  Jr.  .. 

Lake  Village,  Everett  M.  Vinson 
Martin’s  Chapel,  W.  C.  Onstead 
McGehee-Arkansas  City,  D.  M. 

Mann  .  20 

Montrose-Parkdale,  James  R.  Sewell 

Portland,  Robert  B.  Moore,  Jr . 

S.tar  City,  Osborne  White  .  24 

Tillar-Winchester,  J.  C.  Van  Horn 

Warren,  Guy  C.  Ames  . 

Watson-Kelso,  John  W.  Rushing  .  9 

Wilmar  Ct.,  W.  W.  Barron  .  3 

Wilmot-Millers  Chapel,  J.  P.  Miles  11 
TOTALS  . 


Almyra,  Allen  E.  Hilliard  . 

Altheimer-Wabbaseka,  Harould  Scott  13 
Bayou  Meto-Lodge  Corner,  R.  L. 

Riggin  . 6 

Carthage,  Claude  R.  Roy  . 

DeWitt,  Curtis  Williams  .  17 

England,  J.  L.  Hoover  .  3 

Gillett,  C.  E.  Patton  . . . . . 

Grady-Gould,  G.  W.  Warren  .... 

Humphrey,  H.  A.  Stroup  .  2 

Keo-Humnoke,  I.  G.  Greening  .  9 

Leola,  C.  R.  Andrews  .  9 

Little  Prairie,  Geo.  C.  Bailey  .  1 

PINE  BLUFF 

Carr  Memorial,  Cagle  Fair  .  5 

First  Church,  William  O.  Byrd  ....  21 
Good  Faith,  Horace  M.  Grogan 
Lakeside,  John  M.  McCormack 

St.  Luke,  Clem  Baker  .  14 

Wesley,  Winslow  Brown  .  8 

Whitehall,  C.  E.  Monroe  . 

Redfield,  Harould  Scott  .  1 

Rison,  E.  B.  Hollenbeck  .  2 

Roe  Ct.,  W.  C.  Lewis  .  4 

St.  Charles,  A.  C.  Rogers  . 

Sheridan,  W.  B.  Savage  .  6 

Sherrill-Tomberlin,  W.  T.  Bone  .  16 

Stuttgart,  First  Church,  C.  M. 

Atchley  . 32 

TOTALS  . 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  997 

Batesville,  Asbury,  Cyril  Wilson  .... 

Central  Ave.,  J.  M.  Barnett  . 

Bethesda-Cushman,  Mark  Wimmer.. 

Bull  Shoals,  O.  E.  Olson  . 

Calico  Rock,  Charles  Casteel  . 

Cave  City-Sidney,  O.  R.  Moncrief.. 

Cave  City  Circuit,  Ivan  R.  Wilson  .... 

Charlotte  Circuit  . 

Cotter,  Robert  Howerton  . 

Desha-Salado,  Walter  Abee  . 

Evening  Shade,  James  K.  Cooley  .... 

Melbourne,  D.  G.  Hindman  . 

Melbourne  Ct.,  Mrs.  D.  G.  Hindman 
Mountain  View,  Henry  W.  Jinske  .... 
Newark-Oil  Trough,  Gerald  E. 

Hammett  . 

Newport,  Umsted  Memorial, 

Pryor  Cruce  . 

Oak  Grove,  J.  B.  Stewart  . 

Salem,  B.  W.  Stallcup  . 

Sulphur  Rock,  J.  M.  Hughes  . 

Swifton-Alicia,  Theron  McKisson  .... 

Tuckerman,  Golder  Lawrence  . 

Viola  Ct.,  Otha  Strayhorn  . 

Wolfe  Bayou,  W.  H.  Ford  . . . 

Yellville,  M.  L.  Kaylor  . 

TOTALS  . . . - . 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Quota  1484 

Atkins,  John  W.  Glover  . 

Beacon  . . . 

Bethel-Cato,  Davis  Bilberry  .  5 

Conway,  First  Church,  Joel  Cooper 
Wesley  Memorial,  Harold  Wilson  . 


12 

85 

97** 

6 

32 

3 

41** 

2 

62 

1 

65** 

10 

39 

1 

50*2 

6 

74 

80** 

6 

34 

40*2 

10 

54 

i 

65** 

6 

35 

2 

43 

3 

29 

32** 

10 

18 

2 

30 

1 

24 

25 

3 

10 

13 

20 

84 

104** 

7 

46 

53*2 

7 

41 

i 

49*3 

24 

47 

1 

72*2 

32 

51 

83*2 

54 

73 

5 

132** 

9 

42 

51** 

3 

19 

5 

27 

11 

38 

49*3 

242 

937 

22 

1201** 

Quota 

1464 

1 

27 

28** 

13 

30 

1 

44** 

6 

22 

28** 

13 

2 

15 

17 

55 

2 

74*. 

3 

59 

62** 

2 

30 

3 

35 

4 

53 

57** 

2 

16 

18** 

9 

23 

32*2 

9 

28 

37 

1 

13 

14 

5 

55 

60 

21 

117 

3 

141 

3 

25 

28** 

6 

61 

5 

72 

14 

1 

15*2 

8 

36 

44*2 

5 

11 

16** 

1 

6 

7 

2 

28 

2 

32 

4 

34 

1 

39*2 

16 

10 

2 

28* 

6 

57 

63 

16 

26 

42*2 

32 

86 

1 

119** 

.  206 

910 

34 

1150 

Dardanelle,  William  A.  Stewart,  Jr. 


Fourche  Valley  Ct.,  Doyle  Graham.. 
Greenbrier  Ct.,  Vernon  Anderson  .... 
Morrilton,  First  Ch.,  David  Conyers 
Morrilton  Ct.  No.  1,  Wm.  Yarbrough 

Naylor  Ct.,  A.  S.  Aist  . 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK 


Perry-Perryville,  Geo.  J.  Kleeb  .... 

Plainview-Ola,  Britt  Cordell  . 

Plummerville  Ct.,  Robert  Johnson  ... 

Pottsville,  Elsworth  Watson  . 

Russellville,  First  Ch.,  Alf  A.  Eason 


Waltreak,  J. 


Alpena-Omaha,  A.  E.  McHlveene  .... 


Brightwater-Avoca,  Fern  Cook  . 


Elm  Springs-Harmon,  Virgil  Hainsey 
Eureka  Springs,  H.  F.  McDonal  .... 
Farmington-Winslow,  A.  L.  Riggs  .... 


4 

14 

18** 

16 

77 

93** 

13 

23 

36** 

3 

9 

12*2 

11 

1 

12 

5 

16 

"l 

22** 

2 

20 

2 

24 

6 

7 

13 

6 

23 

2 

31** 

10 

53 

63** 

19 

18 

"i 

38 

5 

13 

18** 

6 

21 

27 

4 

27 

31** 

9 

43 

2 

54** 

9 

40 

49** 

8 

i 

9 

21 

25 

46** 

2 

11 

13*2 

6 

33 

39** 

11 

32 

43** 

4 

12 

16 

4 

3 

7*. 

11 

22 

" 1 

34*  • 

195 

543 

10 

748 

iota 

1484 

14 

14 

"4 

5 

9* 

5 

8 

13 

18 

65 

22 

105 

18 

13 

1 

32** 

5 

41 

2 

48** 

8 

44 

1 

53** 

7 

29 

36** 

7 

7 

40 

13 

63** 

19 

91 

3 

113** 

4 

21 

25** 

2 

2 

4 

9 

150 

159 

4 

15 

2 

21** 

10 

3 

13 

14 

61 

75* 

18 

11 

29* 

25 

25* 

9 

18 

1 

28 

16 

21 

37 

12 

25 

37** 

8 

349 

i 

358*2 

5 

10 

l 

16 

2 

5 

7*2 

237 

1046 

34 

1317 

—Quota  1210 

2 

14 

16 

5 

52 

"5 

62 

3 

16 

19 

5 

22 

27** 

2 

15 

1 

18* 

4 

15 

19** 

7 

36 

43** 

2 

9 

11 

2 

10 

u 

13 

Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


28 

87 

10 

125 

2 

24 

4 

30** 

1 

13 

14** 

4 

27 

31 

2 

21 

23 

7 

20 

"i 

28** 

6 

32 

2 

40** 

12 

13 

25*2 

7 

21 

28** 

13 

63 

3 

79** 

22 

34 

2 

58 

3 

22 

25** 

5 

16 

21* 

4 

1 

5** 

148 

583 

29 

760 

21 

45 

66** 

4 

44 

2 

50** 

4 

17 

1 

22 

5 

30 

3 

38** 

3 

27 

2 

32** 

33 

47 

80*3 

14 

53 

i 

68** 

7 

89 

96 

17 

80 

5 

102** 

4 

24 

28** 

7 

34 

41** 

4 

19 

"i 

24** 

10 

81 

l 

92** 

3 

69 

72*2 

5 

36 

l 

42** 

1 

17 

18 

24 

24 

6 

46 

V 

52** 

16 

62 

"7 

85** 

164 

844 

24 

1032 

Fayetteville-Central,  R.  E.  L. 

Bearden,  Jr . 

Gentry,  W.  W.  Gibson  .  2 

Goshen,  O.  L.  Cole  .  1 

Gravette,  Lloyd  L.  Turner  .  4 

Green  Forest,  Albert  W.  Martin,  Jr. 

Huntsville-Presley,  J.  J.  Clark  .  7 

Lincoln,  Wm.  M.  Wilder  . 

Morrow-Evansville,  Eugene  Miser.  .. 

Pea  Ridge-Tuck’s,  C.  H.  Harvison  .... 

Prairie  Grove,  J.  J.  Decker  . 

Rogers,  Harold  Womack  .  22 

Viney  Grove-Cincinnati, 

E.  F.  Flower  .  3 

White  IJiver,  L.  L.  Langston  .  5 

Weddington,  Walter  Pennell  .  4 

TOTALS  . . . . 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Quota  1175 

Aubrey  Ct.,  Van  Hooker  .  21 

Cherry  Valley,  W.  B.  Yount  . 

Clarendon,  L.  F.  LaFevers  .  4 

Cotton  Plant,  A.  W.  Harris  .  5 

Crawfordsville-Blackfish,  L.  K. 

Wilson  . 

Earle,  G.  A.  McKelvey  .  33 

Elaine,  Sam  G.  Watson  .  14 

Forrest  City,  Raymond  L.  Franks 

Helena,  Irl  Bridenthal  .  17 

Holly  Grove,  O.  M.  Campbell  ...y .  4 

Hughes,  Elmus  C.  Brown  . /. .  7 

Hunter,  J.  C.  Richey  . . .  4 

Marianna,  Garland  C.  Taylor  . 

Marion,  I.  L.  Claud  . 

Marvell,  Porter  Weaver  . 

Turrell-Gilmore,  Aubrey  C.  Hays  .... 

Vanndale,  Frank  Shell  . 

Widener-Round  Pond,  James 

Clemmons  . . 

Wynne,  Hubert  Pearce  . . .  16 

TOTALS  .  164 

FT.  SMITH  DISTRICT— Quota  1933 

Alma,  T.  C.  Chambliss  . 

Booneville,  W.  J.  Spicer  .  14 

Branch  Ct.,  Uriah  Smith  .  10 

Charleston,  H.  Lynn  Wade  .  6 

Clarksville,  Paul  M.  Bumpers  .  22 

Clarksville  Ct.,  Mrs.  Jack  Palmer.  .. 

FT.  SMITH 

First  Church,  Fred  G.  Roebuck  .... 

Goddard  Memorial,  Alfred  Knox.. 

Glover  Memorial,  Roy  Poynor  .... 

Grand  Ave.,  C.  B.  Wyatt  .  7 

Midland  Heights,  W.  A.  Downum  .  24 

St.  Luke,  Paul  Kelley  .  3 

Greenwood,  Verlia  F.  Harris  .  6 

Hartford-Midland,  O.  R.  Findley 

Huntington,  M.  L.  Edgington  .  2 

Kibler-Bethel,  C.  R.  Nance  .  3 

Lamar,  Lindsey  Rolland  .  4 

Magazine  Ct.,  John  W.  Sandage 

Mansfield,  Willis  Harl  .  1 

Mulberry,  W.  L.  Byers  . 1 

New  Hope-Mt.  View,  W.  T.  Watson 

Paris,  G.  B.  Ames  .  11 

Van  Buren,  City  Heights,  Felix 

Holland  .  3 

Waldron  Ct.,  Wayfnon  Keel  .  11 

TOTALS  . .- . 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Quota  1451 

Blytheville,  Wesley,  Laymon  Bounds  3  8  ....  11 

Bono  Ct.,  M.  J.  Pollard  .  11 

Brookland  Ct.,  Tom  Cowan  .  10 

Caraway,  J.  M.  Harrison  .  10 

Delfore-Macey,  Benny  J.  Vancleve  .. 

Dell  Circuit,  E.  H.  Hall  . ..i .  8 

Dyess- Whitten,  W.  W.  Peterson  .  7 

Harrisburg,  J.  T.  Byrd  . 

Hickory  Ridge-Fisher,  Jack  Glass  .... 

Joiner,  E.  E.  Stevenson  .  11 

JONESBORO 

First  Church,  Ethan  Dodgen  .  19 

Keiser-Riverside,  E.  C.  Hance  .  4 

Leachville,  J.  E.  Linam  .  7 

Lepanto-Garden  Point,  C.  H.  Farmer 

Monette,  Ben  F.  Jordan  . 

Nettleton,  Earl  D.  Carter  .  2 

Trumann,  Arvill  Brannon  .  35 

Tyronza,  Thurston  Masters  .  18 

Yarbro-Promised  Land,  Carl  C. 

Burton  . 

TOTALS  . 201 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Quota  1122 

Beech  Grove,  James  Smith  . 

Biggers-Knobel,  Kenneth  Renfroe  .... 

Black  Rock-Portia,  D.  Kern  Johnson 

Corning,  Byron  McSpadden  . 

Gainsville,  W.  C.  Smith  ./. . . . .... 

Hardy,  Geo.  L.  McGhehey  . 

Imboden-Smithville,  James  Beal  .... 

Lorado  Ct.,  J.  W.  Holland  . . 

PARAGOULD 

First  Church,  S.  B.  Wilford  . 

Griffin  Memorial,  Clyde  Crozier . 

Rector,  First  Ch.,  James  ,Chandler 
Fourth  Street,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst.... 

•Circuit,  Dave  Smitherman  . 

Sedgwick-Egypt,  John  Richardson  .. 

Stanford-Warren’s  Chapel,  E.  W. 

Bruner  . 

Walnut  Ridge;  Elmo  Thomason  . 

TOTALS  . . 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Quota  1197 

Antioch-Stony  Point,  William  Stegall 

Augusta,  O.  D.  Peters  .  6 

Bald  Knob,  Pharis  J.  Holifield  . 

Bellefonte-Bergman,  Alvin  Gibbs 

Cabot,  John  S.  Workman  .  8 

Clinton,  William  P.  Connell  .  35 

Damascus-Fairbanks,  Dois  Kennedy  ....  20  ....  20 

DeView  Ct.,  Orvil  Stahl  .  18  ....  18 

Griffithville  Ct.,  Eugene  Shoemaker  8  4  ....  12 

Harrison,  Vernon  E.  Chalfant  .  64  ....  64 

Heber  Springs,  James  E.  Major  .  3  61  ....  64** 

Jacksonville,  N.  Lee  Cate  .  33  ....  33 


3 

49 

52** 

14 

118 

"4  . 

136** 

10 

34 

44 

6 

52 

58*2 

22 

78 

2 

102** 

4 

4 

1 

1 

8 

71 

4 

83 

3 

5 

8 

7 

17 

"i 

25** 

24 

30 

54 

3 

10 

1 

14 

6 

37 

43 

1 

20 

21 

2 

14 

16 

3 

18 

21 

4 

16 

20 

1 

15 

16 

1 

17 

2 

20** 

1 

8 

9 

3 

13 

16 

11 

91 

i 

103** 

3 

18 

21** 

11 

9 

20 

148 

744 

15 

907 

11 

24 

35** 

10 

14 

24 

10 

17 

1 

28** 

6 

9 

15 

8 

28 

1 

37*2 

7 

21 

28** 

16 

57 

73* 

8 

24 

2 

-34** 

11 

29 

40** 

19 

68 

10 

97 

4 

24 

28** 

7 

28 

2 

37** 

6 

34 

1 

41** 

18 

56 

2 

76*3 

2 

23 

1 

26 

35 

29 

1 

65** 

18 

22 

40** 

2 

19 

1 

22 

201 

534 

22 

757 

4 

19 

23 

14 

32 

1 

47*. 

5 

23 

27** 

11 

37 

"2 

50** 

7 

4 

1 

12** 

4 

27 

1 

32** 

15 

36 

1 

52** 

10 

9 

19 

5 

53 

3 

61 

15 

36 

2 

53** 

6 

48 

54** 

9 

27 

36** 

7 

16 

23 

6 

18 

24*2 

5 

9 

14 

5 

76 

81* 

127 

470 

ii 

608 

ota 

1197 

19 

19 

6 

61 

3 

70** 

10 

50 

60 

10 

11 

21 

8 

38 

46** 

35 

5 

i 

41 

Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Not 


Not 


Not 


Charge  and  Pastor 


judsonia,  Hascle  O.  West  . 

Kensett,  Frank  Weatherford 

Leslie,  J.  W.  Moore  . 

Marshall,  Charles  Wages  . 


McRae,  Carl  Williamson 
Newton  County,  M.  B.  Shoi 
Quitman  Ct.,  Oliver  Logan 


Searcy,  First  Ch.,.  Alvin  Murray 
Second  Church,  Wm.  Hightower 


New 

Ren. 

Du 

»  Total 

11 

15 

26** 

2 

25 

27 

21 

21* 

4 

25 

1 

30** 

10 

55 

2 

67** 

3 

15 

1 

19 

2 

14 

16 

10 

37 

47 

6 

25 

31 

43 

293 

6 

342*3 

12 

1 

13*6 

2 

7 

9*3 

20 

10 

i 

31*4 

205 

927 

15 

1147 

Ward  16th  Section  (L)  C.  C.  Vanzant 


ARKANSAS  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


District  Quota 

Camden  . 1945 

Little  Rock  . 2494 

Conway  . 1484 

Hope  . 1313 

Arkadelphia  . 1181 

Monticello  . 1041 

Pine  Bluff  . 1464 

Searcy  . 1197 

Forrest  City  . 1175 

Ft.  Smith  . 1933 

Fayetteville  . 1210 

Jonesboro  . 1451 

Batesville  .  997 

Paragould  . 1122 

TOTALS  . 


Report 

New 

No.  1 
Re¬ 
new. 

Not 

Due 

Total 

%  of 
Quota 

229 

2534 

5 

2768** 

142% 

243 

1796 

18 

2057 

82% 

237 

1046 

34 

1317 

89% 

256 

983 

24 

1263 

96% 

264 

954 

20 

1238** 

113% 

242 

937 

22 

1201** 

115% 

206 

910 

34 

1150 

79% 

205 

927 

15 

1147 

96% 

164 

844 

24 

1032 

88% 

148 

744 

15 

907 

45% 

148 

583 

29 

760  i 

64% 

201 

534 

22 

757 

52% 

195 

543 

10 

748 

75% 

127 

470 

11 

608 

54% 

. 2865 

13805 

283 

16953 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1075 
ALEXANDRIA  -  „  . 

First  Church,  J.  Henry  Bowdon  .... 

Trinity,  O.  W.  Spinks  . 

Wesley,  Clyde  T.  Shaw  . 


Boyce,  W.  L. '  Doss,  Jr . 

Bunkie,  W.  D.  Boddie  . 

Colfax,  Clark  W.  Bell  . 

Effie,  E.  L.  McKay  . 

Elizabeth,  J.  R.  Strozier  . 

Evergreen,  Carl  tape  ...  . . 

Glenmora,  Claud  O.  Hall  . 

Hollins  Chapel,  Ed  Pickens  .  10 

Jena,  W.  O.  Lynch  .  4 

Lecompte-Cheneyville,  C.  H. 

Giessen  . . 

Marksville-Simsport,  M.  S.  Robert¬ 
son  . . . 


Mt.  Zion,  W.  R.  Akin  .... 
Natchitoches,  First  Church, 


Oak  Grove,  D.  R. 
Olla,  J.  A.  Jones 


Pollock,  John  Sayes 


22 

52 

74 

13 

34 

47*. 

1 

1 

6 

9 

"i 

16 

1 

13 

14*  * 

6 

13 

19 

20 

56 

76** 

10 

21 

31** 

6 

47 

53*2 

3 

32 

"l 

36*2 

1 

22 

23*3 

1 

18 

i 

20** 

10 

10 

4 

49 

i 

54** 

6 

40 

2 

48** 

15 

13 

28** 

3 

8 

11 

11 

22 

2 

35** 

1 

.... 

1 

19 

38 

57 

7 

4 

"i 

12** 

8 

39 

47** 

3 

6 

9 

22 

26 

48*2 

8 

21 

29 

19 

46 

65** 

1 

9 

10 

4 

13 

i 

18** 

14 

29 

2 

45*2 

14 

10 

24*3 

20 

37 

57** 

278 

728 

12 

1018 

TOTALS  . 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Quota  2076 


Angie-Varnado,  S.  J.  McClean 


BATON  ROUGE 

First  Church,  D.  Dawson,  Jr. 


North,  James  L.  btovan  . . 

Reily  Memorial,  Wm.  E.  Trice 


Bogalousa,  E.  Sullivan  Mem., 

W.  H.  Giles  . . . 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  George  W. 


Denham  ’springs,  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann  . 


7 

16 

23 

4 

11 

15 

3 

14 

17 

28 

47 

75 

15 

4 

"i 

20*3 

21 

33 

54 

8 

19 

27 

13 

36 

49 

12 

6 

18 

1 

19 

20** 

6 

29 

35 

5 

1 

6 

10 

47 

1 

58 

7 

23 

30 

14 

14 

.... 

28*2 

38 

25 

11 

74*. 

New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

2 

34 

36 

6 

16 

22 

14 

14 

28** 

11 

61 

i 

72** 

3 

26 

29 

4 

19 

23 

14 

14 

28* 

2 

6 

8 

4 

34 

i 

39** 

20 

5 

25*2 

3 

3 

4 

29 

33 

6 

38 

44.. 

9 

59 

68 

9 

9*3 

4 

6 

10 

7 

44 

51** 

7 

13 

i 

21 

19 

5 

24 

4 

19 

3 

26** 

2 

19 

21 

343 

808 

19 

1170 

Charge  and  Pastor _ 

Franklinton,  J.  H.  Sewell  .  2 

Gonzales  Ct.,  Brady  B.  Forman  ....  6 

Greenburg,  E.  A.  Keasler  .  14 

Hammond,  E.  R.  Thomas  .  11 

Jackson,  J.  B.  Shearer  .  3 

Kentwood,  G.  C.  Dean,  Jr .  4 

Livingston  Ct.,  G.  H.  Corry  .  14 

Live  Oak,  J.  H.  Bowdon,  Jr . . .  2 

Lottie-Rosedale,  L.  W.  Taylor  .  4 

Magnolia,  C.  J.  T.  Cotten  .  20 

New  Roads,  T.  D.  Lipscomb  . 

Pine  Grove,  O.  L.  Golson  . 

Plaquemine-Grand  River, 

"  C.  R.  McCammon  .  6 

Ponchatoula,  Wilson  Watson  .  9 

Port  Allen,  Lonnie  Sibley  .  9 

Slaughter,  W.  H.  Porter,  Jr .  4 

Tangipahoa,  A.  L.  Carruth  .  7 

Tickfaw,  Paul  Carroll  .  7 

Walker,  P.  W.  Sibley  .  19 

Wesley  Chapel,  J.  M.  Wilkes  .  4 

Zachary,  J.  W.  Ailor  .  2 

TOTALS  .  343 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Quota  1037 

Donaldsonvllle,  G.  A.  LaGrange  ....  18 

Franklin,  Edward  R.  Haug  .  24 

Golden  Meadow,  R.  H.  Harper  .  8 

Jeanerette,  A.  M.  Martin  . . .  3 

Krotz  Springs,  J.  C.  Zerrangue  .  1 

Lafayette,  Asbury,  Howard  Hudson..  12 

Davidson,  ,D.  B.  Boddie  .  4 

First  Church,  Fred  S.  Flurry  .  38 

Lockport,  Robert  Collie  .  1 

Melville,  A.  D.  St.  Amant  .  4 

New  Iberia,  W.  R.  Wendt  .  28 

Rayne,  D.  T.  Williams  . ;•  3 

Thibodaux,  R.  R.  Miller  .  5 

TOTALS  .  149 


Bell  City,  Fred  Shirley  .  1 

Cameron,  V.  M.  Culpepper  .  10 

DeQuincy,  A.  A.  McKnight  .  10 

DeRidder,  First  Ch.,  George 
P63FC6  Jr  ............. 

Wesley,  Alvin  P.  Smith  .  1 

Eunice,  Ned  L.  Stout  . ......  16 

Gueydan,  S.  A.  Seegers  .  3 

Hackberry  .  7 

Iowa,  W.  F.  Howell  .  17 

Jennings,  Robert  B.  Crichlow  .  12 

Kinder,  Raymond  Crofoot  .  10 

Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Winegeart  .  9 

LAKE  CHARLES 

Fairview,  Martin  Hebert  .  6 

First  Cuhrch,  Carl  F.  Lueg  .  11 

Oak  Park,  R.  L.  Peyton  .  7 

Simpson,  C.  W.  Quaid  .  20 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich  .  19 

Westlake,  E.  W.  Day  .  22 

Leesville,  Oakley  Lee  .  1 

Sulphur,  James  C.  Whitaker  .  23 

Welsh,  Jack  Cooke  .  10 

TOTALS  .  227 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Quota  1556 

Collinston-Swartz,  Fred  Mead  .  10 

Columbia,  W.  C.  Barham  .  17 

Crowville,  S.  B.  Dampier  . 

Epps-Floyd,  J.  B.  McCann  .  8 

Holly  Ridge,  J.  C.  Wallace  .  9 

Kilbourne  Ct.,  S.  L.  Lantrip  . 

Lake  Providence,  T.  M.  Lancaster... 

Mangham,  C.  Ed  Henkle  .  15 

Mer  Rouge,  Lael  S.  Jones  .  3 

MONROE 

St.  Paul,  B.  R.  Oliphint  .  6 

Stone  Avenue,  I.  L.  Yeager  .  4 

Pioneer-Campbell-Forest,  Cecil  Mims 

Rayville,  John  F.  Kilpatrick  .  6 

Sicily  Island,  J.  J.  Davis  . 

Sterlington,  Dan  F.  Anders  .  9 

Vidalia,  H.  R.  Hine  . 

Wisner,  J.  A.  Knight  . 

TOTALS  . 


Buras-Triumph,  C.  D.  Pinkard  .  5 

Covington,  Robert  C.  Carter  .  2 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Aldersgate,  W.  B.  Hollingsworth  .. 

Algiers,  J.  W.  Matthews  . 

Canal  St.,  R.  M.  Bentley  . 11 

Carrollton  Avenue,  Luman  E. 

Douglas  .  21 


Charge  and  Pastor 


18 

10  .... 

28*3 

24 

41  1 

66 

8 

23  .... 

31** 

3 

9  .... 

12 

1 

9  .... 

10*2 

12 

4  .... 

16*2 

4 

14  .... 

18 

38 

81  .... 

119 

1 

4  .... 

5** 

4 

15  .... 

19 

28 

28  2 

58 

3 

27  .... 

30 

5 

17  .... 

22** 

149 

282  3 

434 

—Quota  1176 

1 

3  .... 

4 

10 

22  .... 

32** 

10 

49  1 

60** 

12 

32  1 

45 

1 

7  .... 

8* 

16 

36  .... 

52** 

3 

22  .... 

25* 

7 

2  .... 

9*2 

17 

21  .... 

38** 

12 

50  1 

63** 

10 

15  .... 

25** 

9 

14  .... 

23*  * 

6 

....  9 

15*3 

11 

91  .... 

102 

7 

5  .... 

12 

20 

12  1 

33* 

19 

31  .... 

50 

22 

12  .... 

34** 

1 

37  .... 

38 

23 

15  .... 

38 

10 

65  .... 

75*2 

227 

541  13 

781 

iota 

1556 

10 

28  .... 

38** 

17 

69  .... 

86*2 

10 

35  .... 

45*3 

8 

48  .... 

56*2 

9 

9  .... 

18*2 

12 

6  1 

19*2 

17 

45  .... 

62** 

15 

30  .... 

45*3 

3 

37  1 

41*2 

6 

11  ... 

17 

4 

30  2 

36** 

7 

15  .... 

22* 

6 

44  .... 

50 

1  .... 

1 

9 

29  .... 

38*  • 

15  .... 

15** 

4 

15  .... 

19 

137 

467  4 

608 

— Quota  1463 

5 

6  .... 

It 

2 

30  .... 

32 

14  .... 

14* 

6  .... 

6 

11 

12  .... 

23 

.  21 

33  1 

55 

Eighth  St.,  C.  H.  Snelling,  Jr . 

Elysian  Fields,  Glenden  R.  Messer 


Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  . 
Jefferson,  Ted  T.  Howes 
Kenner,  M.  David  Felder 
John  Wesley,  J.  C.  Rousseaux  ... 
Munholland  Mem.,  D.  W.  Poole  ... 


Rayne  Memorial,  A.  M.  Serex  .... 

St.  Bernard,  R.  L.  Clayton  . 

St.  James-St.  Paul,  R.  H. 
Jamieson  . 


Second  Church,  E.  E.  Sylvest 


Slidell,  John  T.  Redmon 


Bethlehem-Wesley,  Terrell  T.  Lowe.. 


Clay-Ansley,  V.  Leo  Westbrook  . 

Cotton  Valley.  Jack  Shaw  . 

Doyline-Mclntyre,  Byrl  Moreland  .... 
Dubach-Harmony,.  Henry  Blount  .... 


Homer,  Donald  Risinger 


Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley, 


TOTALS  ..... 


New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

4 

4 

5 

10 

15 

22 

42 

64 

42 

42 

1 

85** 

10 

20 

1 

31 

1 

16 

17 

12 

18 

30* 

2 

10 

1 

13 

28 

28 

6 

15 

21 

16 

20 

36** 

76 

76 

6 

15 

21 

2 

5 

7 

4 

8 

12 

1 

24 

25 

12 

12 

12 

9 

21** 

27 

27 

180 

502 

4 

686 

iota 

1446 

8 

63 

71** 

13 

21 

34** 

3 

8 

11* 

2 

4 

6 

13 

18 

4 

35** 

3 

23 

26** 

13 

15 

28** 

8 

27 

35** 

4 

38 

42** 

4 

28 

32** 

3 

30 

33** 

19 

41 

60** 

5 

12 

17** 

2 

18 

1 

21 

7 

74 

81*2 

21 

103 

124** 

1 

15 

16* 

22 

50 

72 

2 

32 

34** 

7 

53 

60*2 

22 

106 

3 

131** 

1 

20 

21 

7 

7 

5 

34 

39*2 

8 

40 

48** 

19 

33 

2 

54** 

43 

121 

5 

169* 

6 

35 

41** 

1 

20 

21** 

5 

23 

28 

277 

1105 

15 

1397 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Quota  2469 


Bethany-Kiethville,  Joe  Hanberry  .... 
Bossier  City,  First  Ch.,  A.  M.  Brown 


Coushatta,  Harvey  G.  Williamson... 
Grand  Cane-Stonewall,  T.  O.  Rorie  .. 


SHREVEPORT 


First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes  .... 
Noel  Memorial,  John  J.  Ras¬ 
mussen  . . . 


Wynn  Memorial,  K.  G.  Rorie 
Vivian,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  . 


TOTALS 


7 

48 

55*2 

1 

7 

1 

9 

4 

17 

7 

28 

2 

5 

«... 

7** 

25 

27 

52** 

3 

12 

1 

16 

2 

23 

25** 

2 

1 

.... 

3** 

3 

38 

41*. 

7 

20 

i 

28** 

7 

21 

l 

29** 

1 

22 

l 

24** 

1 

8 

9 

16 

32 

2 

50 

36 

7 

43** 

35 

62 

io 

107 

58 

69 

127 

19 

28 

47** 

13 

11 

24** 

10 

33 

"i 

44 

36 

36 

ii 

24 

35** 

263 

551 

25 

839 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


District  Quota 

Ruston  . 1446 

Baton  Rouge  .  2076 

Alexandria  . 1075 

Shreveport  . 2469 

Lake  Charles  ...1176 
New  Orleans  ...  1463 

Monroe  . 1556 

Lafayette  . 1037 

TOTALS  . 


Report 

No.  1 

Re- 

Not 

%  of 

New 

new. 

Due 

Total 

Quota 

277 

1105 

15 

1397 

97% 

343 

808 

19 

1170 

56% 

278 

728 

12 

1018 

95% 

263 

551 

25 

839 

34% 

227 

541 

13 

781 

66% 

180 

502 

4 

686 

48% 

137 

467 

4 

608 

39% 

149 

282 

3 

434 

42% 

. 1854 

4984 

95 

6933 

Population  Shifts  Affect 
City  and  Rural  Churches 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  (BM)— The 
shift  of  America’s  population  from 
the  rural  areas  to  the  nation  s  cities, 
and  the  building  of  new  cities  out  of 
yesterday’s  farms  and  forests,  pose 
almost  insurmountable  problems  to 
the  churches  of  both  city  and  coun¬ 
try,  home  missions  executives  of  the 
Methodist  Church  told  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  denomination  s 
Board  of  Missions  in  session  here 
today. 

Adding  to  the  problems  of  the 
churches  in  both  areas,  they  said, 
are  the  rapidly-growing  population, 
the  increase  of  children  of  church 
and  school  age  in  the  post-war 
years,  and  the  unpredictability  of 
shifts  of  people  due  to  industrial 
and  agricultural  changes. 

“In  the  past  one  hundred  years,” 
said  Dr.  Robert  A.  McKibben,  of  the 
Board’s  department  of  city  work, 


“America’s  population  has  grown 
from  25,000,000  to  155,000,000.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  same  century  a  significant 
shift  of  population  has  taken  place. 
In  1850,  10  per  cent  of  our  people 
lived  in  communities  of  10,000  and 
over;  by  1950  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  our  citizens  lived  in  com¬ 
munities  of  over  10,000  population. 
The  large  metropolitan  areas  of  our 
country  have  borne  the  brunt  of  this 
increase  and  shift  in  population.” 

“The  changing  population  areas 
have  made  necessary  many  church¬ 
es  in  and  near  small  towns,”  report¬ 
ed  Dr.  Glenn  F.  Sanford,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  department  of  town 
and  country  work.  “People  are  mov¬ 
ing  in  from  the  farms  and  villages, 
creating  large  new  housing  areas. 
Also,  many  towns  of  the  south  and 
southwest  from  2,500  to  10,000  have 
small  industrial  development.  Our 
people  are  divided  not  only  by  race, 
but  by  class,  occupation,  culture 
and  economy,  often  making  neces¬ 
sary  the  establishing  of  small 


churches  to  serve  the  various 
groups.” 

“If  the  Methodist  Church  is  to 
assume  its  share  of  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  the  evangelization  and 
churching  of  these  unchurched  mil¬ 
lions,  it  will  call  for  a  re-evaluation 
of  the  mission  and  effectiveness  of 
the  church  in  these  densely  popu¬ 
lated  areas.  The  flight  of  our  people 
to  the  new  suburbs,  new  tensions 
arising  from  cultural  and  racial  con¬ 
flicts,  the  tendency  to  plan  housing 
for  only  low  income  groups  in  the 
inner  city,  the  decline  of  property 
value,  church  as  well  as  residential, 
the  need  for  clergymen  who  are 
trained  specifically  to  work  among 
these  new  residents,  the  pressing 
need  for  able  administrators  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  guide  our  churches  in 
adapting  to  this  new  environment 
for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century, 
the  failure  of  ecumenical  bodies  to 


produce  an  effective  comity  proce¬ 
dure  for  the  inner  city:  these  are 
some  of  the  current  difficulties  we 
face  as  we  are  challenged  to  be  city 
missionaries  amid  these  growing  pa¬ 
gan  areas  of  urban  America.’* 

“Not  only  the  inner  city,  but  the 
outer  city  as  well  startles  us  with 
its  claim  for  the  ministry  of  Christ’s 
church.  Here  is  where  we  find  the 
family  with  nominal  church  ties. 
New  churches  and  congregations  are 
brought  into  existence  if  only  a 
minister  and  funds  for  a  building 
can  be  secured.  The  problems  can 
be  easily  pinpointed:  a  minister  to 
serve  and .  organize  a  church  and 
funds  to  pay  the  minister,  buy  a 
site,  and  construct  a  building. 
These  constitute  the  needs  to  be 
met  in  these  growing  suburbs.  These 
are  simple  needs  to  describe,  but 
staggering  in  amounts  to  provide.” 
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HELP  FOR  SAM 

By  Irma 


*»t  iE  have  a  new  hoy  at 

\Y  /  school,  Mom,”  said  Billy. 
YY  “You  ought  to  hear  him 
talk.” 

“Oh,  what’s  his  name?” 

“Sam.  The  boys  call  him  ‘Stutter¬ 
ing  Sam.’  He  talks  like  this: 
‘C-c-c-catch  the  b-b-ball.” 

“Are  you  being  good  friends  with 
him,  Billy?”  Mother  asked. 

“Yes,  of  course;  only  he’s  so  fun¬ 
ny.  You  ask  him  a  question  during 
a  ball  game,  and  by  the  time  he  gets 
around  to  answering,  it’s  your  turn 
at  bat,  or  something.” 

“Billy,  I  wonder  if  you  know  how 
serious  this  is.  You  have  been 
laughing  at  the  way  Sam  talks,  but, 
instead,  you  must  help  him — wait¬ 
ing  to  hear  what  he  wants  is  very 
important.”  * 

Billy  looked  at  his  mother  in 
wonder.  This  had  started  out  to  be 
only  a  joke  to  Mother,  about  Sam. 
Billy  was  rather  proud  of  the  way 
he  could  imitate  Sam’s  stuttering. 

“How  do  you  know  we  ought  to 
wait  for  him  to  talk,  Mother?”  he 
asked.  “Maybe  he’ll  speed  up  if  we 
don’t — well,  baby  him. 

“Experts  who  have  watched  such 
boys  have  found  that  waiting  to 
learn  what  they  want  to  say  helps 
them.  Can  Sam  play  ball?” 

“Yes,  he’s  pretty  good.” 

“Why  not  tell  him  so?  It  makes 
you  feel  encouraged  to  know  people 
think  you  do  things  well.” 

“Oh — all  right.” 

“Will  Sam  always  stutter?”  asked 
Billy. 

“I  don’t  think  so.  I  hope  not. 
Those  who  have  made  a  special 
study  of  the  difficulty  know  so  much 
more  about  stuttering  than  they 
used  to.  Some  specialists  may  al¬ 
ready  be  working  with  Sam’s  par¬ 
ents  to  find  out  what  causes  his 
speech  trouble.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  he  will  go  away  to  another 
school  where  they  can  help  him 
more.” 

“Cousin  Sandra  used  to  say  ‘tat’ 
for  ‘cat’.  But  she  can  say  it  all  right 
now,”  commented  Billy. 

“Yes,  but  that  was  baby  talk.  Aunt 
Sue  just  kept  repeating  words  cor¬ 
rectly  for  her  and  helping  her  to 
hear  them  correctly  pronounced  un¬ 
til  she  talked  plainly.  You  used  to 
say  ‘wun’  for  ‘run’,  yourself.” 

“Did  I?”  Billy’s  tone  showed  dis¬ 
belief. 

“You  certainly  did — all  the  time. 


Dovey 

*  v 

We  thought  it  was  cute  at  first  and 
let  you  go  on  saying  it  when  we 
should  have  corrected  you.” 

“I’m  glad  I  was  cured  without 
having  to  go  to  a  special  school,  or 
anything  like  that.” 

“So  am  I,  son.  Yours  wasn’t  a 
serious  difficulty.  Many  little  boys 
and  girls — boys  especially  —  have 
trouble  in  learning  to  talk  properly. 
But  almost  all  can  learn  if  they 
have  help.” 

“I  don’t  know  how  I  could  help 
Sam.” 

“Being  kind  to  him  is  one  way, 
I’m  certain  of  that,  and  waiting  for 
him  to  finish  what  he  is  saying  is 
another.  Take  time  to  listen.” 

“I’ll  try,  Mom.” — National  Kin¬ 
dergarten  Association 


THE  STORY  OF  LIGHTS 

The  night  had  come.  The  sun  had 
disappeared,  and  birds  had  tucked 
their  heards  beneath  their  wings  to 
rest.  A  night  bird  flew  close  to  an 
electric  light. 

“Of  what  use  are  you?”  asked  the 
bird.  “You  give  so  little  light  com¬ 
pared  with  the  sun!” 

“I  do  the  best  I  can,”  said  the 
light.  “Think  how  dark  this  comer 
would  be  if  I  were  not  here!  People 
walking  and  driving  might  run  into 
one  another  and  some  one  might  get 
hurt.” 

“That’s  true,”  said  the  bird;  and 
away  he  flew.  Then  he  came  near 
a  gas  light,  standing  apart  from 
houses  and  busy  streets. 

“Of  what  use  are  you?”  asked  the 
bird.  “You  do  not  give  as  much  light 
as  the  electric  light.” 

“I  do  the  best  I  can,”  said  the 
light.  “Do  you  not  see  that  steep 
bank  just  beyond?  If  I  were  not 
here  some  one  might  fail  to  see  it 
and  fall.” 

“That’s  true,”  said  the  bird,  and 
away  he  flew. 

Soon  his  sharp  eye  spied  a  lamp 
in  a  window. 

“Of  what  use  are  you?”  asked  the 
bird.  “You  do  not  give  even  as 
much  light  as  the  gas  light.” 

“I  do  the  best  I  can.  I  am  in  the 
window  to  throw  light  down  the 
path,  that  Farmer  Brown  may  see 
the  way  when  he  comes  home.  I 
do  my  best.” 

“That’s  true,”  said  the  bird,  and 
away  he  flew,  thinking,  “The  little 


THE  THRUSH  AND 
THE  MISTLETOE 

One  winter  many  years  ago,  when 
swamps  and  forests  covered  much 
of  our  land,  a  Missel  Thrush  was 
looking  for  his  dinner.  He  had  eat¬ 
en  all  the  mountain  ash  and  haw¬ 
thorn  berries  for  miles  around,  and, 
because  of  the  cold,  the  slugs  and 
worms  were  deep  underground,  and 
the  snails  all  hiding. 

He  searched  vainly  for  a  long 
time,  but  at  last  he  came  to  an  oak 
on  whose  main  branch  grew  a  bush 
covered  with  pearly  berries,  the  like 
of  which  he  had  never  seen  before. 
He  had  just  begun  to  feed  when  a 
voice  cried  “Stop!” 

He  looked  up,  and  there  in  a 
hole  in  the  trunk  sat  the  Wise  Owl. 
“Wretched  bird,”  cried  the  Owl.  “Do 
you  not  know  that  those  are  mistle¬ 
toe  berries,  and  that  the  mistletoe 
is  a  holy  bush  from  which  our 
priests,  the  Druids,  cut  branches  at 
their  New  Year  festival?” 

“But  surely  they  would  spare  me 
a  few  berries  as  I  am  so  hungry?” 
the  Missel  Thrush  pleaded. 

“On  one  condition,”  said  the  Wise 
Owl.  “That  you  wipe  your  beak  on 
a  branch  afterwards.  The  berries 
are  sticky,  and  some  seeds  may 
stick  to  the  outside  of  your  beak. 
If  they  fall  to  the  ground  as  you 
fly  they  will  not  grow  there,  for 
mistletoe  only  grows  on  the  branch 
of  another  living  tree.” 

“And  if  I  wipe  off  any  seeds  onto 
a  branch,  a  new  mistletoe  bush  may 
grow  there,”  interrupted  the  Missel 
Thrush. 

“Exactly,”  said  the  Wise  Owl. 

So  the  Missel  Thrush  agreed  at 
once  to  wipe  his  beak.  And,  secret¬ 
ly,  he  was  rather  glad  to  do  it,  for 
he  did  not  like  the  taste  of  the 
sticky  berries  very  much. 

But  from  that  day  onward,  so 
they  say,  Missel  Thrushes  have  al¬ 
ways  kept  this  promise  to  the  Wise 
Owl.  —  Jane  Thornicroft,  in  The 
Children’s  Newspaper  • 


Two  Corsicans,  landing  on  the 
continent  for  the  first  time,  noticed’ 
a  sign:  “Careful.  Work  in  progress.” 

“They’re  nice  here,”  commented 
one  to  the  other.  “They  warn  you  in 
time  to  keep  you  from  working.” — 
Paris  Match,  France  (Quotet  trans¬ 
lation.) 


and  great  all  are  helpers.” — Mari 
time  Baptist 


TWO  SEEDS 

I  hid  a  selfish  little  thought, 

To  think  and  think  about; 

I  did  not  know  it  would  be  caught, 
Or  ever  be  found  out. 

But  it  was  like  a  little  seed. 

And  it  began- to  sprout! 

It  grew  into  a  little  weed, 

And  blossomed  in  a  pout! 

I  hid  another  little  thought, 

’Twas  pleasant,  sweet  and  kind; 

So,  if  this  time  it  should  be  caught, 
I  knew  I  shouldn’t  mind. 

I  thought  about  it,  hour  by  hour, 
’Twas  growing  all  the  while, 

It  blossomed  in  a  lovely  flower, 

A  happy  little  smile! 

— Author  Unknown 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Two  cows  were  being  brought  in¬ 
to  the  barn  at  milking  time.  Both 
reached  the  door  at  the  same  time 
and  they  jostled  each  other. 

“Take  it  easy  sister!”  snapped  one 
of  them.  “Where  were  you  brought 
up — in  a  house?” — Capper’s  Weekly 
*  *  * 

Collecting  fares,  the  bus  conduc¬ 
tor  stopped  beside  a  small  boy,  who 
felt  in  all  his  pockets  and  looked 
under  the  seat  while  the  conductor 
was  waiting. 

“What’s  the  trouble,  sonny?”  he 
asked. 

“I  had  a  two-shilliftg  piece  and 
I’ve  lost  it.” 

The  little  fellow  looked  so  upset 
that  the  conductor’s  heart  was 
touched  and  he  gave  him  a  ticket 
free.  The  boy  looked  up  and,  on 
the  point  of  tears  whimpered:  “And 
what  about  my  change?” — Tit-Bits, 
London 

*  *  * 

“Yes,  Michael,”  said  the  mother, 
“the  baby  was  a  Christmas  present 
from  the  angels.” 

“Well,  mama,”  replied  Michael, 
“if  we  put  him  away  carefully  and 
don’t  use  him,  can’t  we  give  him 
to  somebody  else  next  Christmas?” 
— Nuggets,  Barnes-Ross  Co. 

*  *  * 

Doctor  (after  examining  patient): 
“I  don’t  like  the  looks  of  your  hus¬ 
band,  Mrs.  Adamson.” 

Mrs.  Adamson:  “I  don’t  either, 
doctor,  but  he’s  so  kind  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.” 
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ARK  ANSAS-LO  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  AREA 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  second  study  on  Peace  at 
the  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist  Church 
was  held  January  15  at  7  p.m.,  with 
Mrs.  N.  M.  Minton  conducting  the 
worship. 

Brig.  General  Hugh  Cort,  Retired 
U.  S.  Army,  was  the  speaker.  Gen¬ 
eral  Cort  is  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  Arkansas  Foundation  of  As¬ 
sociation  of  Colleges,  and  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Pulaski  County  Chapter  of 
the  American  Association  of  the 
U.  N.  He  is  a  member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Parish  in  Little  Rock.  A 
film  strip  “We  Seek  Peace”  was  al¬ 
so  shown.  Chaplain  Thomas  of  the 
Little  Rock  Air  Base  spoke  on  “Bar¬ 
riers  To  Peace”  at  Session  I.  Ses¬ 
sion  III  on  the  United  Nations  will 
be  in  charge  of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Garth- 
waite  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  Norris 
Steele,  will  conduct  Session  IV  on 
“The  Pronouncements  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  About  Peace.” 

The  course  is  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  on  Missions,  of  which 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Donnell  is  chairman. 
Classes  about  American  Indians 
are  conducted  for  primary  and  jun¬ 
ior  age  children. 


Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton,  Lafayette, 
was  the  guest  of  honor  and  speaker 
at  the  Alexandria  First  Church 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Open  House 
held  January  16  at  the  YWCA.  The 
event  also  honored  ali  past  presi¬ 
dents  and  coordinators  of  the  group, 
of  which  Miss  Laudine  Smith  is 
chairman.  Mrs.  Louise  Roberts  is 
chairman  of  arrangements,  assisted 
by  Miss  Cleo  Brasher  and  Miss 
Doroth  Patterson. 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton  helped  or¬ 
ganize  the  Alexandria  Guild  and 
was  the  first  coordinator. 


Thirty-six  members  and  one  guest 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  Myrtle 
E.  Charles  Guild  of  the  Conway 
First  Church  January  11  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Fred  Hobbs,  whose 
co-hostesses  were  Mrs.  Clifford 
Darling  and  Mrs.  Willie  C.  Love. 

Mrs.  Violet  Oldham  led  the  devo¬ 
tional  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Street  spoke  of 
“Women  of  Europe”  from  her  recent 
experiences  abroad. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  MINDEN,  OBSERVES 
FIFTEENTH  BIRTHDAY 


PAST  PRESIDENTS 


Lejtsto  right:  Mrs.  C.  M.  Ritchie,  Mrs.  Clyde  Toadvin,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Brown,  Mrs..  Dwight  Blake,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Councill,  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Williams. 


Stone  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  La.,  met  Wednesday,  De¬ 
cember  14  at  7:30  p.m.,  for  Jesus’ 
Birthday  Service,  an  innovation 
sponsored  by  the  WSCS,  who  hope 
to  make  this  a  tradition  of  the 
Church.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Petty  gave  the 
welcome,  acting  in  place  of  the 
President,  Mrs.  Ira  Waldroup,  after 
which  we  sang  “Oh  come  all  ye 
Faithful,”  followed  by  prayer  by 
Mrs.  F.  B.  Kelly.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Gunter 
read  the  Scripture  Lesson  from 
Luke  2:1-14  after  which  a  poem  was 
read  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Sones. 

An  impressive  candle  -  lighting 
dedication  service  was  begun  by 
Rev.  I.  L.  Yeager,  who  lighted  the 
first  candle  and  dedicated  the  birth¬ 
day  cake,  followed  by  singing  “Hap¬ 
py  Birthday  dear  Jesus.”  This  was 
then  followed  by  the  lighting  of  a 
candle  for  each  of  the  twelve 
months,  by  a  member  of  WSCS,  at 
which  time  each  one  present  born 
in  that  month,  came  forward  with 
an  offering  in  Jesus  name,  to  be  giv¬ 
en  to  needy  families  at  Christmas 
time.  We  then  sang  “Silent  Night” 


A  combined  celebration  was  held 
by  the  women  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Minden  on  Monday 
evening,  January  9  the  celebration 
of  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  Woman's  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  observance 
of  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  month. 

On  that  date  the  Guild  served  as 
hostesses  to  the  Woman's  Society  at 
a  “birthday  party”  with  birthday 
cake  and  candles  and  all  the  appro¬ 
priate  trimmings.  The  program  On 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  empha¬ 
sis  was  presented  by  the  Ruston  Dis- 
-trict  Guild  Secretary,  Miss  Sue  Bat- 
ton,  also  a  member  of  the  Minden 
Guild  and  a  past  president.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  local  and  district  activ¬ 
ities,  Miss  Batton  has  been  named  as 
chairman  of  the  program  committee 
for  the  Guild  Conference  meeting 
to  be  held  in  the  Spring,  and  has 
been  named  as  Louisiana’s  repre¬ 
sentative  on  a  to.ur  of  Guild  pro¬ 
jects  next  October. 

A  feature  of  the  celebration  was 
the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the 
charter  meeting  held  in  September 
1940,  by  the  secretary  of  that  meet¬ 
ing,  Mrs.  O.  D.  Lowe,  who  also 
called  the  roll  of  charter  members. 
The  present  Guild  was  at  .that  time 
a  business  women’s  circle  of  the 
Woman’s  Society.  The  pastor  who 
called  the  meeting  and  dissolved 
the  old  Woman’s  Missionary  Society 
and  organized  the  new  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  was  the 
Rev.  N.  E.  Joyner,  then  pastor  of 
the  church.  Brother  Joyner  is  now 
living  in  Minden  as  Pastor  Emeritus 
and  was  present  at  the  meeting, 
along  with  Mrs.  Joyner.  Both  of 
them  made  delightfully  spontaneous 
and  informal  statements  about  their 
experiences  b  ck  across  the  years 
in  the  progress  and  trials  and  trib¬ 


and  were  dismissed  with  prayer  by 
Mrs.  Alice  Humble. 

Adjournment  to  Fellowship  Hall 
followed,  where  Mrs.  Jessie  Ingram, 
being  honored  as  Senior  Member  of 
the  WSCS,  cut  the  cake.  An  hour  of 
fellowship  followed,  enjoyed  by  75 
guests. 


ulations  of  women’s  work  in  the 
church. 

As  the  names  of  the  past  presi¬ 
dents  were  called,  the  present  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Williams  lighted 
a  pink  candle  for  each  of  the  fif¬ 
teen  years,  taking  as  starter  the 
large  white  candle  which  symboliz¬ 
ed  the  Church.  Six  of  the  eight  past 
presidents  during  those  fifteen  years 
were  present  and  participated  in  the 
ceremony.  They  are: 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Councill,  Mrs.  Dwight 
Blake,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Ritchie,  Mrs. 
Clyde  Toadvin,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Brown, 
and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Williams  who  is 
serving  her  third  term  in  office. 
The  two  absent  were  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Humbarger,  who  has  moved  from 
Minden;  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Hortman 
who  has  joined  the  Lakeview 
Church  in  Minden. 

Miss  Ruby  Craton,  president  of 
the  local  Guild,  presided  over  the 
entire  evening’s  program  and  pre¬ 
sented  Mrs.  John  Watkins,  program 
chairman,  who  made  the  appropri¬ 
ate  introductions.  The  Guild  is  di¬ 
vided  into  several  groups  to  stimu¬ 
late  attendance  at  monthly  meet¬ 
ings,  and  the  group  led  by  Mrs.  E. 
L.  Lyon,  along  with  the  hospitality 
committee  of  which  Miss  Norphlet 
Tannehill  is  chairman,  were  in 
charge  of  the  fellowship  period  at 
the  close  of  the  evening  program. 
Hot  spiced  punch  and  the  birthday 
cake  were  served  to  the  31  Guild 
members  and  35  members  of  the 
Woman’s  Society.  Rev.  Dan  Robin¬ 
son,  pastor  of  the  Church,  and  Rev. 
N.  E.  Joyner  were  honor  guests. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

An  honored  guest  at  the  re-in¬ 
auguration  of  the  Hon.  William  S. 
Tubman  as  the  president  of  Liberia, 
early  in  January,  was  Miss  Anna  E. 
Hall  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  From  1905 
to  1930  Miss  Hall  was  a  deaconess¬ 
missionary  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
serving  in  Garraway,  Liberia.  For 
the  past  25  years  she  has  been  re¬ 
tired  as  a  foreign  missionary,  but 
has  been  engaged  in  social  welfare 
work  in  Atlanta,  especially  among 


the  people  of  her  race.  In  both  na¬ 
tions  she  has  a  host  of  friends,  to 
many  of  whom  she  has  given  of 
her  Christian  healing,  counselling 
and  teaching  ministry.  In  Garraway, 
Miss  Hall  saw  for  the  first  time  re¬ 
cently  the  Anna  E.  Hall  Methodist 
Church  named  in  her  honor. 


After  35  years  of  distinguished 
service  as  a  research  associate  with 
the  National  Council  of  the  Church¬ 
es  and  of  its  predecessor,  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Council  of  Churches,  Miss  Inez 
M.  Cavert  has  retired.  A  linguist  in 
five  languages,  a  graduate  major  in 
history.  Miss  Inez  gave  most  of  her 
life  to  assisting  the  churches  in  un¬ 
derstanding  international  and  inter¬ 
racial  relations,  religious  liberty,  the 
plans  of  Christian  union,  the  social 
and  economic  conditions  in  South 
Africa  and  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  world,  and  in  the  writing  and 
editing  of  reports  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  For  the  most 
part  her  numerous  studies  were  un¬ 
signed,  but  highly  influential  among 
Protestants. 


Five  young  men,  members  of  the 
Burmese  Methodist  Church  in  Ran¬ 
goon  City,  are  now  in  the  United 
States  pursuing  graduate  studies,  re¬ 
ports  Miss  Stella  Ebersole,  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  missionary  in 
Burma.  They  are:  Simon  On  Kin 
(who  first  came  to  America  in 
1946)  took  his  B.  Sc.  at  Phoenix  and 
Northwestern,  his  medical  work  at 
Northwestern  Mediacl  College,  in¬ 
terned  in  Cincinnati  and  now  is 
working  in  surgery  and  giving  great 
promise  in  a  Philadelphia  hospital. 
His  two  younger  brothers,  Mg  Hla 
Shwe  (Irwin)  and  Maung  Kyaw  Win 
(Cho  Cho)  are  at  American  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  Cru¬ 
sade  Scholarships.  Mg  Kyaw  Win 
has  been  working  on  his  Masters, 
and  is  now  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology.  Both  Maung 
Mya  Thin  and  Maung  Maung  Tin 
are  studying  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 


One  of  the  prime  activities  of  the 
United  Nations’  Children’s  Fund  is 
making  possible  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  milk  available  for  moth¬ 
ers  and  children  in  the  underprivi¬ 
leged  areas  of  the  world.  UNICEF 
reports:  “Buffalo  milk,  which  ac¬ 
counts  for  54%  of  the  milk  drunk  in 
India,  is  now  being  produced  in 
powdered  form.  A  plant  in  Anand 
will  soon  be  the  first  of  its  size  to 
dry  buffalo  milk.  Indian  buffalos 
average  1,100  pounds  of  milk  a 
year.  Their  milk  contains  6.5  to  7 
per  cent  of  fat  as  compared  to  4  to 
5  per  cent  in  cow’s  milk.  Although 
buffalos  form  only  thirty  per  cent 
of  all  milk  animals  they  account  for 
fifty-four  per  cent  of  all  milk,  as 
compared  with  forty-two  per  cent 
yielded  by  cows.  Dried  buffalo  milk 
can  be  distributed  over  a  wider 
area,  without  problems  of  refrig¬ 
eration,  and  is  far  less  bulky  to 
handle  than  dried  cows’  milk.  In 
Indonesia  plans  are  being  made  to 
produce  milk  from  soybeans  and 
peanuts.  A  third  new  development 
is  sterilizing  milk  in  bottles  in  hot 
climates.*’ 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


HALE  SHADOW  of  Huston  spoke  to  the  Farm- 
erville  Methodist  Men’s  Club  on  Wednesday, 
January  18. 

ROBERT  CASHMAN,  author  and  lecturer,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  on  Friday  evening,  January  27. 

REV.  ROBERT  CRICHLOW,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Jennings  Rotary 
Club  on  Tuesday,  January  3. 

REV.  JOHN  HEFLEY,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Crossett,  Arkansas,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  January  26. 

REV.  TRACY  ARNOLD,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  Haynesville  Methodist  Church  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  January  25.  Roy  Hammontree  is 
president  of  the  organization. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  group  of  Jennings 
was  host  to  the  men  of  the  Raymond  Church 
at  the  January  meeting  at  which  time  Judge  M. 
D.  Miller,  Jr.,  spoke.  New  folding  tables  were 
initiated  at  the  supper  which  was  served  by 
members  of  the  choir. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Min  den  on  Monday,  Janu¬ 
ary  16.  Rev.  Joe  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  church, 
introduced  the  speaker., 

THE  VIVIAN  METHODIST  CHURCH  has 
taken  as  an  Advance  Special  the  expense  of 
sending  a  national  minister  to  the  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The 
cost  of  the  scholarship  is  $300.00  a  year.  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowell  is  pastor  of,  the  church. 

DR.  ROBERT  LYSTAD,  of  the  Department  of 
Anthropology  at  Tulane  University,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  vesper  service  of  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Sunday  evening,  January  15.  Dr.  Lystad  is  also 
an  associate  teacher  of  the  Friendship  Class. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  the  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  January  25.  Dr.  Rasmussen  is  a  former 
pastor  of  Trinity  Church. 

THE  PARSONAGE  of  the  St.  Mark’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  will  be  dedi¬ 
cated  on  Sunday,  January  29,  at  3:00  p.  m.  by 
Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  district  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District.  Rev.  T.  O.  Carlstrom 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  PAUL  HUTCHINSON  of  Chicago,  former 
editor  of  The  Christian  Century,  will  deliver 
the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial  Lectures  at  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  announcement.  The  lectures 
will  be  given  on  April  10,  11  and  12. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  W.  J.  HELMKE,  members  of 
the  Second  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans,  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  anni¬ 
versary  on  Christmas  day.  At  the  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  service  at  the  church,  they  came  to  the  altar 
for  a  special  prayer,  led  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  E.  E. 
Sylvest. 

THE  OFFICIAL  BOARD  of  the  Montpelier 
Methodist  Church  on  the  Pine  Grove  Charge, 
has  authorized  the  starting  of  a  Building  Fund 
for  a  new  educational  unit  for  the  church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  recent  announcement.  Mrs.  Glyn  Le- 
Blanc  has  been  elected  treasurer  of  the  fund. 
Rev.  O.  L.  Golson,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

VIRGIL  T.  BLOSSOM,  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  dinner  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 


of  Shreveport  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  17. 
Mr.  Blossom  is  chairman  of  the  Official  Board 
of  Winfield  Church,  Little  Rock. 

DR.  JOHN  R.  WILLINGHAM,  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  English  at  Centenary  College,  is  the 
author  of  a  book  review  appearing  in  the  Janu¬ 
ary  7  issue  of  The  Nation  magazine.  Dr.  Willing¬ 
ham  combined  reviews  of  three  books  published 
in  conjunction  with  the  Walt  Whitman  Centen¬ 
nial.  He  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  The  Nation. 

A  RECOGNITION  AND  FELLOWSHIP  service 
on  Sunday,  January  15,  honored  all  persons 
who  joined  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier 
City  during  1955.  The  service  followed  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  hour.  Members  of  the  Commission 
on  Evangelism  were  official  hosts.  Rev.  Alfred 
M.  Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

S  IN-MING  CHIU,  instructor  in  history  at 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  last 
week  at  the  noon  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Shreveport  Ministerial  Association.  He  spoke  on 
the  topic,  “The  Christian  Church  in  Communist 
China.”  Mr.  Chiu  also  was  the  speaker  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Centenary’s  Wpmen’s 
Club  in  the  T.  L.  James  dormitory  lounge. 

THE  CHURCH- WIDE  STUDY,  “South  of  the 
Himalayas,”  is  now  in  progress  at  the  St. 
Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  with  Rev. 
R.  L.  Clayton,  pastor,  as  the  instructor.  The 
study  began  on  Wednesday,  January  4,  and  will 
continue  each  Wednesday  night  for  six  weeks. 
The  study  is  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  church. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Ral¬ 
ly  of  Methodist  Youth  which  was  held  at  South¬ 
eastern  Louisiana  College  at  Hammond.  Miss 
Evelyn  Cain,  district  president  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  presided  at  the  meeting.  Miss 
Cain  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerome 
Cain,  pastor  of  the  Istrouma  Methodist  Church. 

THE  PARSONAGE  of  the  Mer  Rouge  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  been  given  a  new  sofa,  the 
gift  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the  church. 
The  gift  was  made  possible  by  a  chicken  bar¬ 
becue  supper  at  the  church  on  January  13.  This 
is  the  second  piece  of  parsonage  furnishings 
which  these  organizations  have  purchased  since 
the  new  pastor,  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  came  to  the 
church  in  June.  A  new  electric  refrigerator  was 
formerly  given  to  the  parsonage. 

VANGELISTIC  SERVICES  are  in  progress  at 
the  Henning  Memorial  Methodist  Church  of 
Sulphur  with  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  doing 
the  preaching  and  Rev.  Jack  Wingeart,  pastor 
of  the  Lafce  Arthur  Methodist  Church  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese 
State  College,  leading  the-'singing.  The  meet¬ 
ing  began  on  Sunday,  January  22,  and  will  run 
through  Sunday,  January  29.  Rev.  James  C. 
Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

WITH  the  completion  of  an  educational  plant 
for  the  English-speaking  Union  Methodist 
Church,  Methodism  has  11  churches  in  Lima, 
Peru,  and  united  Protestantism  about  60,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  reports.  The  Rev.  Ivan  Noth- 
durft,  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri,  says  the 
largest  Protestant  church  in  Lima  seats  1,500 
persons.  About  400  persons  attended  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  Union  church’s  educational  plant.  A 
new  Methodist  church  also  was  dedicated  in 
Trujillo,  Peru’s  third  largest  city,  Mr.  Nothdurft 
reports. 

NEW  RECORD  waS  set  on  Sunday,  January 
15,  in  Church  School  attendance  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings,  according  to  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow.  Co-operating 
in  the  church  attendance  emphasis  and  including 
Church  School  attendance  in  the  emphasis,  the 
new  record  was  achieved  under  the  leadership 
of  Assistant  Superintendent  Charles  Liles,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Superintendent  David  Morgan,  Adult 
Superintendent  Eugene  Tuthill,  Youth  Superin¬ 


tendent  Mrs.  Hugh  Mitchell,  Children’s  Superin¬ 
tendent  Mrs.  Eugene  Tuthill  and  representatives 
from  each  Church  School  class. 

THREE  REPRESENTATIVES  of  the  Youth 
Program  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  will 
attend  the  Central  Regional  Christian  Witness 
Mission  and  Workshop  at  Evanston,  Ill.,  Febru¬ 
ary  1-14.  They  are:  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Bunkie, 
Adult  Counselor  and  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Christian  Witness  Mission;  Miss  Jane  Smith, 
Bunkie;  Miss,Gwyn  John,  Monroe,  representative 
of  the  Conference  Youth  Council.  They  will  give 
direction  to  this  co-operative  program  of  evan¬ 
gelism  for  youth  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
This  program  is  one  sponsored  by  the  Boards  of 
Education  and  Evangelism,  and  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service. 

THE  ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEMORIAL 
CHURCH,  Bogalusa,  has  adopted  a  building 
expansion  plan,  and  a  goal  of  $100,000  has  been 
approved.  An  educational  building  for  children, 
costing  approximately  $65,000  is  proposed  and 
$25,000  will  be  used  to  renovate  existing  build¬ 
ings,  according  to  an  announcement  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  W.  H.  Giles.  Rev.  Edwin  Keith  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  and  recently  employed 
by  Southern  Methodist  University  in  a  fund¬ 
raising  capacity,  is  the  director.  The  program 
will  be  promoted  over  a  period  of  six  weeks, 
and  the  plan  is  to  raise  the  total  amount  in  three 
years. 

FIVE  REPRESENTATIVES  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  attending  the  Conference  on 
Summer  Agencies  at  Dallas,  Texas,  January  24- 
27.  They  are  Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Camping;  Rev.  Luther  Booth,  Winn- 
field,  District  Director  of  Camping;  Rev.  Ned 
Stout,  Eunice;  Rev.  Rupert  Coles,  Mooringsport, 
and  Paul  Griffin,  First  Church,  Shreveport. 
Three  of  these  camp  leaders  will  take  part  in 
the  team  training  conference  to  be  held  at  Camp 
Brewer,  April  3-5.  These  teams  will  visit  the 
district  camp  staffs  in  May  and  instruct  them  in 
building  the  summer  camping  program.  The 
Dallas  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Education. 

AMONG  those  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  at  Buck  Hill  Falls, 
Pa.,  January  17-20,  were  the  following  board 
members:  Mrs.  George  Dameron,  Jonesboro,  La.; 
B.  T.  Fooks,  Camden;  Dir.  A.  G.  Walton,  Little 
Rock.  Others  attending  included  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Landrum,  Little  Rock,  staff  member  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Division  of  the  General  Board;  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones,  New  Orleans,  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice;  Rev.  C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  Magnolia,  Little 
Rock  Conference  missionary  secretary;  Miss 
Dorothy  Kelly,  deaconess,  Nashville,  Arkansas, 
and  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  an  editor  of  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  and  the  Arkansas  Metho¬ 
dist. 

A  CHECK  for  $2500.00' was  presented  to  D.  D. 

Lyman,  president  of  the  Official  Board  .of 
the  Metairie  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  January  15,  at  the  9:00  o’clock  service  for 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  on  Clearview  Parkway  for 
a  parsonage.  The  District  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Church  made  the  church  this  gift 
and  plans  are  now  being  formulated  to  build 
a  three-bedroom  brick  parsonage.  During  the 
month  the  Parsonage  Committee,  with  Bill  Fink 
and  T.  J.  Meyer  as  co-chairmen,  will  meet  with 
local  builders  for  the  purpose  of  getting  bids  on 
the  parsonage.  Other  members  of  the  committee 
are  Elroy  Reemerhauser,  Mrs.  Bill  Russell,  Mrs. 
Joe  Terrell,  Mrs.  Tom  Compton,  D.  D.  Lyman, 
Charles  R.  Riser  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  John  Winn. 

EARL  SCHEXNAILDER,  Maplewood,  was 
named  president  of  the  West  Calcasieu 
Methodist  Laymen  at  their  organizational  meet¬ 
ing  held  Thursday  night,  January  12,  at  the 
Henning  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur. 
Other  officers  are  Morris  Wiley,  vice-president; 
Ray  Barbour,  West  Lake,  secretary;  and  Jack 
Shanz,  treasurer.  Purpose  of  the  organization  is 
to  promote  Methodist  Men’s  groups  in  the  local 
church,  providing  fellowship  among  Methodist 
laymen,  and  to  work  with  youth.  Laymen  from 
Vinton,  West  Lake,  Sulphur,  Maplewood  and  De- 
Quincy  Methodist  Churches,  make  up  the  mem¬ 
bership.  Judge  M.  D.  Miller,  Jr.,  of  Jennings 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Eighty  laymen^attended 
the  meeting. 
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BELCHER  CHURCH  TO  BE  DEDICATED 


Louisiana  -  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

Current  Prayer  Vigil  dates  (in 
each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at  6:00 
p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  on  the  second  date). 

Jan.  24-25  —  Memorial,  Monroe, 
W.  Ralph  Cain,  pastor. 

Jan.  25-26  —  University,  Lake 
Charles,  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  pastor. 

Jan.  26-27  —  Sterlington,  Dan  F. 
Anders,  pastor. 

Jan.  27-28  —  Gordon  Avenue, 
Monroe,  Tillman  A.  Brown,  pastor. 

Jan.  28-29  —  Lake  Vista,  New 
Orleans,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Jan.  29-30  —  Munholland,  New 
Orleans,  D.  W.  Poole,  pastor. 

Jan.  30-31 — St.  Paul’s  of  Harahan, 
Robert  H.  Jamieson,  papstor. 

Jan.  31-Feb.  1 — 1.  Farmerville, 

William  V.  Sirman,  pastor;  2.  Iowa, 
W.  F.  Howell,  pastor. 

Feb.  1-2  —  Lake  Arthur,  Jack 
Winegeart,  pastor. 

Feb.  2-3  —  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  Carl  F.  Lueg,  pastor. 

Feb.  3-4  —  Trinity,  Alexandria, 
Otis  W.  Spinks,  pastor. 

Reports  from  the  vigils  held  in 
the  early  days  of  January  have  been 
excellent.  In  at  least  one  church  the 
members  are  requesting  that  a  sim¬ 
ilar  vigil  be  held  regularly.  Junior 
age  children  and  young  people  are 
joining  with  the  adults  in  prayer  at 
the  church  altars  and  in  the  pews. 
Something  marvelous  is  taking 
place  in  the  hearts  of  Louisiana 
Methodists. 

Each  week  pastors  and  churches 
are  volunteering  to  participate  in 
the  Prayer  Chain.  There  is  still  time 
for  other  churches  to  have  a  part. 
Among  the  latest  churches  are 
First  Church,  New  Iberia,  W.  R. 
Wendt,  pastor;  Clear  Creek-Plea¬ 
sant  Grove,  Dell  Durand,  pastor; 
Oakdale,  Sam  S.  Holladay,  pastor; 
Trout,  W.  C.  Mason;  Marthaville, 


The  $18,000  parsonage  of  the 
Claiborne  Methodist  Church  was 
formally  dedicated  on  Saturday 
evening,  January  7,  with  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  preaching  the  ser¬ 
mon  and  leading  in  the  service  of 
dedication.  Rev.  James  T.  Harris, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District,  assisted  in  the  service. 

After  the  dedication,  open  house 
was  held  at  the  parsonage  which 
was  built  in  1949. 

The  Claiborne  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  about  1920.  The  first  house  of 
worship  was  a  small  one-room 
building  located  on  a  lot  that  had 
been  donated  by  members  of  the 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS 
AT  WISNER 

During  the  late  fall  of  1955,  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Wisner,  was 
the  scene  of  a  week’s  special  evan¬ 
gelistic  services  with  the  Rev.  John 
F.  Kilpatrick  of  Rayville  as  the 
guest  preacher.  For  the  opening 
service  Mr.  Kilpatrick  gave  his  lec¬ 
ture  on  and  showed  pictures  of  his 
recent  visit  to  the  Holy  Land.  The 
meeting  every  night  was  well  at¬ 
tended  and  the  services  enjoyed 
greatly  by  all  who  were  privileged 
to  attend.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  has  a  most 
unique  and  very  interesting  way  of 
presenting  the  Gospel  messages. 

A  Communion  altar  and  candle¬ 
sticks  have  been  ,  given  to  the 
church  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Cruce 
in .  memory  of  their  son,  Robert 
Cruce. 

Twenty-four  choir  robes  have 
been  purchased  for  the  choir 
through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Esminger.  The  robes  are  to  be  ded¬ 
icated  to  .the  memory  of  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Cupit.  A  good  number  of  the  hymn 
books  have  also  been  provided  as 
memorials  by  Mesdames  E.  O.  Can¬ 
non,  Georgia  Brown,  and  the  Es- 
mingers. 

One  evening  when  the  pastor  and 
family  were  away,  the  parsonage 
was  the  scene  of  an  old  fashioned 
pounding  with  all  good  things  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Among  many 
other  items  were  a  17  pound  ham, 
a  turkey,  and  a  whole  beef  consign¬ 
ed  to  the  freezer  locker  in  Winns- 
boro  for  the  parsonage  family.  — 
Jas.  A.  Knight,  Pastor. 


A.  E.  Wingfield;  Glenmora,  Claud 
O.  Hall;  White’s  Chapel  Charge,  H. 
D.  Fisher;  Marksville,  Minns  S.  Ro¬ 
bertson;  Belah-Eden,  A.  N.  Baum; 
and  Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe.  —  W.  D. 
Boddie,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Evangelism. 


church  and  its  friends  in  the  Clai¬ 
borne  community.  The  small  build¬ 
ing  remained  the  church  home  un¬ 
til  1946,  when  the  congregation  pur¬ 
chased  a  larger  lot  and  erected  the 
present  brick  edifice.  The  congre¬ 
gation  worshipped  in  the  new  build¬ 
ing  for  the  first  time  on  March  28, 
1948.  The  church  building  was  for¬ 
mally  dedicated  on  January  31,  1953, 
when  it  was  paid  out  of  debt.  The 
entire  church  property  is  now  valu¬ 
ed  at  $65,000. 

Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne,  the  present 
pastor,  has  been  pastor  of  the 
church  since  1947. 


KENNER  CHURCH  HOLDS 
TWO  MORNING  SERVICES 

The  Kenner  Methodist  Church 
has  been  holding  two  sessions  of 
Sunday  School  and  two  preaching 
services  each  Sunday  morning  at 
9:45  and  11:00  a.m.  since  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  new  church  school  year 
on  October  1. 

Visitation  evangelism  began  on 
October  30  and  ended  on  November 
6  when  teams  of  two  visited  in 
homes  of  prospective  members 
throughout  the  community. 

A  revival  was  held  November  6 
through  November  13  with  Dr.  Vir¬ 
gil  Morris,  district  superintendent, 
doing  the  preaching.  During  the 
weeks  of  visitation  and  the  revival, 
there  were  28  additions  to  the 
church  membership. 

On  December  11,  the  pastor,  Rev. 
David  Felder  and  Mrs.  Felder,  held 
open  house  at  the  parsonage  for  all 
members  and  friends  of  the  church. 

The  Official  Board  has  just  ac¬ 
quired  a  new  location  for  the 
church,  an  entire  city  block  250  feet 
by  600  feet.  The  congregation  ex¬ 
pects  to  be  able  to  start  building 
a  larger  church  shortly. 

Sixty-three  new  members  have 
been  received  since  Conference. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  reports  that  with  a 
membership  of  34,  attendance  has 
been  good.  Since  Conference  a  night 
circle  has  been  formed.  Study  cours¬ 
es  on  “The  Master  Calleth  For 
Thee,”  “Indian  Americans,”  “The 
Revolutionary  Faith”  have  been 
held  with  another  study  on  “An  In¬ 
troduction  to  Five  Spiritual  Clas¬ 
sics’”  soon  to  begin.  One  of  the  spec¬ 
ial  projects  of  the  WSCS  is  the  sup¬ 
porting  of  the  David  Lowrys,  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Nueva  Imperial,  Chile, 
for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lowry  was  the  first 
full-time  minister  at  the  Kenner 
Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Lowry  is  a 
medical  doctor.  The  Society  was  al¬ 
so  able  to  make  a  special  gift  of 
additional  furniture  for  the  living 
room  in  the  parsonage.  —  Mrs.  Glen 
H.  Milnor. 


FEBRUARY  PRAYER  VIGIL 
SCHEDULE  ANNOUNCED 

(Contitnued  from  Page  1) 

B.  Shaw. 

Feb.  24-25,  Downsville  I.  A.  Pat¬ 
ton. 

Feb.  25-26,  Doyline  -  McIntyre, 
Byrl  Moreland,  Jr.  \ 

Feb.  26-27,  Dubach  -  Harmony 
Chapel,  Troy  Garrett. 

Feb.  27-28,  Eros-Antioch,  Leon  S. 
Marsalis. 

Feb.  28-29,  1.  Gibsland,  Joe  H. 
Robinson;  2.  Clear  Creek-Pleasant 
Grove,  Dell  S.  Durand,  Jr. 


Rev.  James  L.  Beasley,  pastor  of 
the  Belcher  Methodist  Church,  an¬ 
nounces  that  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
will  dedicate  the  new  church  on 
Sunday  evening,  February  5.  All 
former  pastors  and  friends  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend. 

The  building  is  paid  for  and  ready 
for  dedication  in  less  than  14 
months  from  the  time  of  the  start 
of  the  removal  of  the  old  building. 


TO  THE  METHODISTS 
OF  MISSISSIPPI  AND 
LOUISIANA 

We,  the  girls  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital,  extend  our  sincere 
appreciation  for  the  many  wonder¬ 
ful  Christmas  gifts  that  we  received 
from  you.  The  personal  gifts  we  will 
use  with  remembrance  of  an  un¬ 
known  friend,  and  the  general  ones 
will  be  enjoyed  not  only  by  us  but 
those  who  come  here  in  the  future. 

Not  only  are  we  most  appreciative 
of  the  gifts  for  us,  the  babies  and 
the  nursery,  but  also  for  the  won¬ 
derful  dinner  and  special  Christmas 
services,  that  were  planned  just  for 
us.  These  favors  were  enjoyed  very 
much  by  all  of  us. 

Beginning  with  our  decorating  of 
the  Christmas  tree,  and  going 
through  the  New  Year’s  week-end, 
each  day  and  night  was  filled  with 
a  different  experience.  Going  from 
parties  and  handcraft  sessions 
brought  in  by  people  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  churches,  to  the  afternoon 
games  of  croquet,  we  really  enjoy¬ 
ed  the  Holidays  in  ways  we  never 
dreamed  could  be  possible  away 
from  home. 

Behind  all  of  our  enjoyment  and 
fun,  there  were  donations  from  you. 
Without  these  we  realize  that  all  of 
our  gifts,  our  babies’  gifts,  the  par¬ 
ties  and  dinner  could  not  have  been 
as  it  was.  To  you  we  girls  owe  a 
most  delightful  and  unforgettable 
Christmas. 

Knowing  that  never  again  will  we 
spend  the  Christmas  Season  here, 
we  will  hope  that  the  girls  who 
follow  here  at  this  time  of  the  year 
will  have  just  as  an  enjoyable  a 
Season  as  we  have.  We  shall  always 
remember  you  and  what  you  did 
for  us  at  this  time. 

Accept  our  thanks  that  you  so 
worthily  deserve,  and  may  God  con¬ 
tinue  His  blessings  upon  you. 

Graciously  yours, 

The  Girls 


Feb.  29-March  1,  1.  Belah-Eden,  A. 
N.  Baum;  2.  Welsh,  Jack  Cooke. 


Dedication  of  Clairborne  Parsonage 


The  above  picture  was  made  following  the  dedication  of  the 
Claiborne  parsonage.  Left  to  right:  Rev.  J.  T.  Harris,  district  super¬ 
intendent;  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin;  Bishop  Martin;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Harris; 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Hearne;  Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne,  pastor  of  the  church,  and 
Miss  Marguerite  Norris,  chairman  of  the  Parsonage  Committee. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


OLDER  YOUTH  PROGRAM 


LIVE  NATIVITY 
SCENE  AT  GUEYDAN 

The  youth  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Gueydan,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mon¬ 
roe  Baker,  presented  a  live  Nativity 
scene  on  the  church  lawn  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday  nights  for  two 
hours  each  evening,  Dec.  21  and  22. 
A  picturesque  stable  was  erected  in 
which  the  scene  was  portrayed.  The 
characters  consisting  of  children  and 
youth  were  appropriately  costumed. 
Animals  were  tied  in  place  and 
added  to  the  color  and  action  of 
the  program. 

Walton  Hair  hooked  up  a  broad¬ 
casting  system  over  which  Christ¬ 
mas  carols  were  presented  by  re¬ 
cordings.  A  large  white  star  was 
made  by  Mr.  Hair  and  was  mounted 
high  over  the  stable.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Nativity  scene  was  very 
effective.  Hundreds  of  people  of 
all  faiths  came  by  to  see  the  pro¬ 
gram.  One  man  who  has  passed  his 
three-score  and  ten  years  said: 
“That  was  the  best  thing  that  ever 
came  to  Gueydan.” 

Several  other  adults  assisted  in 
the  program,  and  refreshments  were 
served  to  the  youngsters  at  the  close 
of  each  evening. — Reporter 


THE  OTHER  SHEPHERD 
DRAMATIZED 

A  Christmas  dramatization,  “The 
Other  Shepherd”,  was  presented  by 
members  of  the  MYF  of  Fairview 
Church,  Camden,  on  Christmas 
night,  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Samuel  B.  Teague,  youth  director. 
A  large  congregation  was  present, 
and  expressed  appreciation  of  the 
good  work  done  by  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  interpreting  the  message  of 
this  play. 

Having  parts  were:  Mike  McKen¬ 
zie,  Betsy  Jones,  Don  Hood,  Eugene 
Turner,  David  Kilgore,  Jackie  Joy 
Watson,  Wanda  Hood,  Faye  Nutt, 
Lawrence  Wright,  Billy  Alexander, 
and  Marilyn  Bailey.  Nelda  Jenkins 
was  assistant  director;  L  a  n  e  1 1 
Strange  had  charge  of  properties; 
Annette  and  Kathryn  Jones  made 
the  costumes;  Mrs.  Frank  Nash  was 
set  designer;  and  Eugene  Turner 
was  in  charga  of  the  lighting. — Re¬ 
porter  » 


TOWARD  AN  ERA 
OF  PEACE 

Let  us  apply  to  our  own  lives,  and 
to  the  world  in  which  we  live,  the 
lesson  that,  man  to  man,  we  must 
not  act  as  acquaintances  occupying 
the  same  star  in  space,  nor  even  as 
freinds  living  on  the  same  continent, 
but  as  brothers  under  the  father¬ 
hood  of  one  God.  We  are  entering 
a  period  unlike  any  man  has  known 
before.  It  holds  vast  promise  and 
vast  danger.  In  agriculture  we  are 
on  the  threshold  of  what  is  perhaps 
the  most  revolutionary  development 
of  all  time — the  use  of  fissionable 
material  for  power.  Nuclear  energy 
may  someday  make  the  desert 
bloom.  Let  us  all — each  of  us — do 
our  part  to  further  progress  toward 
a  great  era  of  peace  and  prosperity. 
Progress  toward  such  an  era  can  be 
made,  progress  is  being  made,  prog¬ 
ress  will  be  made,  if  we  set  our 
hearts  to  it,  and  ask  God’s  blessing 
on  our  work.— Ezra  Taft  Benson 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Grace  Curtis 

The  Grace  Curtis  Sub-District  of 
the  Paragould  District  met  on  Jan¬ 
uary  9  at  Marmaduke  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  monthly  meeting. 

A  short  business  session  was  held 
after  the  devotional  period  which 
was  in  charge  of  the  young  people 
of  Marmaduke. 

One  hundred  seventy  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  their  counselors  attended 
the  meeting.  This  was  the  largest 
attendance  of  the  year  but  is  the 
result  of  a  steady  increase  each 
month. 

The  Sub-District  has  progressed 
in  a  fine  way  this  year.  A  lot  of 
credit  is  due  to  the  president  and 
counselor.  They  are  doing  a  fine 
job  directing  the  young  people  and 
we  feel  sure  we  will  continue  to 
progress  under  their  leadership. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
host  church  after  the  recreation 
period. — Martha  Dollins,  Secretary 


Sub-District  Meets 

Saturday  night,  January  14,  75 
young  people  met  at  Mena  First 
Church  for  a  banquet  and  a  pro¬ 
gram.  The  young  people  represent¬ 
ed  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
groups  from  the  Methodist  churches 
at  Hatfield,  Wickes,  Shady  Grove, 
Mt.  View,  and  First  Church,  Mena. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was 
to  honor  four  young  people  from 
the  group  who  had  been  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  every  Sub-District  meeting 
for  the  past  year.  The  four  honored 
members  were:  Edna  June  Bennet, 
Mt.  View;  Jerry  Rodgers,  First 
Church,  Mena;  Maxine  Crain,  Mt. 
View;  and  Tom  Baldwin,  Wickes. 
Rev.  Woodrow  Smith,  speaker  of 
the  evening,  presented  them  with 
an  M.Y.F.  testament  and  an  M.Y.F. 
emblem  pin. 

Mr.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Mineral 
Springs  Methodist  Church,  spoke  on 
the  subject  of  “Young  people  and 
their  relation  to  the  everyday  world 
in  which  we  live.” 

-  The  entertainment  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  was  furnished  by  the  combined 
Intermediate  and  Senior  M.Y.F. 
groups  of  First  Church,  Mena.  The 
lively  program  depicted  the  radio 
station  M.Y.F.  and  the  interesting 
numbers  it  furnished. 

Janet  Joplin,  Sub-District  pres¬ 
ident,  asked  all  persons  present  to 
join  in  the  friendship  circle  and  re¬ 
peat  '  the  M.Y.F.  benediction.  — 
Gwenith  Williams,  Sub-District  Re¬ 
porter 


LENTEN  READING 
PROJECT 

I  Follow — Christ  Above  All  is  the 
title  of  the  book  to  be  used  in  the 
Lenten  Reading  Project  sponsored 
by  the  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  for 
1956.  The  author  of  the  book  is  Dr. 
Charles  M.  Laymon,  editor  of  the 
board’s  adult  publications.  Dr.  Lay¬ 
mon  has  discussed  the  events  of 
Jesus’  life  in  such  a  clear  and  read¬ 
able  style  that  the  reader  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  understanding  and 
capturing  the  significance  of  Jesus’ 
life  and  teachings. 

The  Youth  Department  urged  that 
each  local  church  order  copies  for 
its  senior  high  and  older  youth,  for 
its  adult  workers  with  youth,  for 
young  people  in  college  or  military 
service,  and  for  other  persons  in- 


One  of  the  most  important  phases 
of  the  work  of  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  is  the  older  youth  program. 
In  this  field  the  department  seeks 
to  do  the  following: 

1.  Help  the  church  become  aware 
of  the  need  of  ministering  to  older 
youth. 

2.  Guide  the  church  in  studying 
the  needs  of  this,  group  and  in 
building  a  program  to  .  meet  these 
needs. 

3.  Prepare  a  curriculum  for  older 
youth. 


terested  in  the  eternal  quest  of 
youth  for  God.  Some  churches  will 
want  one  or  two  copies  for  their 
libraries  while  others,  in  large 
towns,  will  want  copies  for  their 
public  libraries. 

Order  I  Follow — Christ  Above  All 
(2443-BC),  by  Charles  M.  Laymon, 
from  the  Methodist  Publishing- 
House  that  serves  you.  Price,  35 
cents  a  copy;  ten  or  more  copies,  30 
cents  each.  The  book  may  be  order¬ 
ed  on  consignment.  Churches  order¬ 
ing  ten  or  more  copies  will  receive 
free  from  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  a  table  display  rack. 

The  Youth  Department  has  for 
free  distribution  two  leaflets  pro¬ 
moting  the  Lenten  Reading  Project: 

1.  Leaflet  No.  2447 -B  describes 
the  project,  outlines  its  possibilities, 
and  includes  a  blank  for  ordering 
the  reading  book  itself  and  other 
pertinent  materials. 

2.  Leaflet  No.  2449-B  is  a  simple 
discussion  guide  for  those  who 
might  want  to  use  I  Follow  in  in¬ 
formal  discussion  groups,  midweek 
services,  or  on  other  suitable  occa¬ 
sions. 

Both  leaflets  are  available  from 
the  Youth  Department,  P.  O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

This  is  the  third  consecutive  year 
the  Youth  Department  has  spon¬ 
sored  during  the  Lenten  season  a 
reading  book  for  Methodist  youth 
and  interested  adults. 


4.  Train  older  youth  and  adult 
workers  for  more  effective  leader¬ 
ship. 

5.  Arouse  concern  throughout  the 
church  for  a  more  adequate  min¬ 
istry  to  those  Methodists  in  the 
armed  forces. 

“While  the  ranks  of  young  people 
in  the  population  referred  to  as  old¬ 
er  youth  are  swelling  each  year,  the 
church  is  not  giving  the  earnest  at¬ 
tention  needed  to  minister  to  their 
needs  in  a  vital  way,”  said  the  Rev. 
Harold  W.  Ewing,  director  of  the 
Youth  Department  in  his  report  to 
the  Board  of  Education. 

The  Rev.  Wallace  Chappell  of  the 
Youth  Department  staff,  whose  re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  the  promotion 
of  work  for  older  youth,  says  there 
are  twenty-five  older  youth  per 
thousand  people  in  the  average 
community.  These  are  students, 
clerks,  secretaries,  and  other  work¬ 
ers. 

The  Youth  Department  has  for 
distribution  a  leaflet  on  older  youth 
work,  Do  You  Want  To  Start  an 
Older  Youth  Group?  that  deserves 
wider  circulation  than  it  is  now 
getting,  according  to  Mr,  Chappell. 
It  is  available  free  for  mass  distri¬ 
bution  to  persons  who  would  find 
it  helpful.  Order  Do  You  Want  To 
Start  an  Older  Youth  Group?  (2431- 
B)  from  the  Service '  Department, 
P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennes¬ 
see.  This  leaflet  contains  a  short 
list  of  helpful  materials  that  are 
indispensable  for  those  that  want  to 
start  an  older  youth  group. 


Methodist  Leader  Asks 
Moratorium  On  Grumbling 

Belfast,  Northern  Ireland  (RNS) — 
The  Rev.  Albert  Holland,  president 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland, 
made  a  public  appeal  here  for  “a 
truce  to  grumbling  in  1956.” 

He  proposed  occasional  “grumb¬ 
ling  services”  in  the  churches  to 
“get  all  our  complaints  off  our 
chests.” 


Around  the  world,  in  nations  great  and  small,  millions  of  Christians  will 
lift  their  hearts  during  the  Easter  season  through  the  daily  devotions  of 
The  Upper  Room.  Added  inspiration  will  come  to  them  with  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  they  are  all  sharing  the  same  Bible  readings,  the  same  medita¬ 
tions,  the  same  prayers  and  the  same  thought  for  the  day  —  all  written 
especially  for  this  holy  season  by  Christians  of  many  lands. 

If  you  wish  to  join  In  this  world-wide  devotional  service,  send  your  order 
today  for  the  March-April  issue  of  The  Upper  Room.  Order  for  your 
church,  your  friends,  yourself.  The  cost  is  only  5  cents  per  copy  when 
ten  or  more  copies  go  to  one  address.  Subscriptions,  50  cents  per  year. 


The  world’s  most  widely  used  devotional  guide 
32  Editions— 27  Languages 
1  9 □  B  GRAND  AVENUE  NASHVILLE  5,  TENN. 
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OBITUARY 

HILLIARD — Miss  Myrtle  Hilliard 
passed  away  Sunday,  December  18, 
at  her  home  in  Wilmar,  Arkansas. 

Miss  Hilliard  was  a  native  of  Rock 
Springs,  Drew  County.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Dan  Hilliard 
and  Arminta  Harris  Hilliard. 

She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Wilmar  since 
early  childhood.  She  came  of  a  well 
known  pioneer  Methodist  family. 
She  was  a  niece  of  the  late  Rev.  W. 
C.  Hilliard. 

Miss  Hilliard  attended  Beauvoir 
College  at  Wilmar,  the  University  of 
Arkansas,  Pestalozzi  Frachel  Teach¬ 
ers  College,  Chicago,  and  Tulane 
University,  New  Orleans. 

She  taught  school  at  Wilmar, 
Hamburg,  Rison,  Helena,  Jonesboro, 
Texarkana,  and  Hot  Springs.  For 
the  past  fifteen  years  she  operated 
a  drug  store  with  her  brother  Isaac 
Hilliard  at  Wilmar.  Other  survivors 
are  three  sisters  Miss  Doris  Hilliard 
of  Wilmar,  Mrs.  Mack  WadsWorth, 
Bastrop,  La.,  and  Mrs.  Coleman 
Davis,  Monticello;  a  nephew,  Dr. 
Grier  Davis,  Ashville,  N.  C.,  and 
three  nieces,  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson, 
Monticello,  Mrs.  John  Davis  Mc- 
Adonis,  Mer  Rouge,  La.,  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Adadeo,  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico  and  a  host  of  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Mon¬ 
day,  December  19,  at  2:30  P.  M.  at 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Wilmar. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Barron,  Wilmar  and 
Rev.  John  Hendricks,  Star  City  of¬ 
ficiated.  Burial  was  in  the  Oakland 
Cemetery  at  Monticello. 

Wilmar  has  lost  one  who  has 
meant  much  to  the  people  of  Wil¬ 
mar  and  to  the  church.  She  loved 
all  people  and  was  interested  in 
everyone.  Many  were  helped  be¬ 
cause  of  her  interest  in  them.  — 
W.  W.  Barron 


NOLAN  —  Charles  Henry  Nolan 
passed  away  Monday  morning,  Jan¬ 
uary  2.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Oak  Ridge  Methodist  Church. 
Charles  was  a  member  of  the  Oak 
Ridge  Methodist  Church.  He  was 
17  years  of  age.  He  was  the  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Monroe  District  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  and  the  Vice 
President  of  the  local  MYF. 

Death  came  in  the  form  of  a  heart 
attack.  His  parents  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan  of  Oak  Ridge.  His 
brother  is  William  Earl  Nolan,  a 
student  in  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Mrs.  Leo  Nixon  of  Mon¬ 
roe  is  his  maternal  grandmother  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Nolan  of  Oak  Ridge  his 
paternal  grandmother. 

Charles  was  a  senior  at  Oak  Ridge 
High  School  and  president  of  the 
student  council.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  basketball  and  baseball  teams. 
This  past  summer  he  was  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  National  Methodist 
Youth  Convocation  at  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  pastor  of 
the  Oak  Ridge  Methodist  Church 
conducted  the  funeral  services  at 
the  church.  Assisting  in  this  serv- 
1  ice  was  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District,  Dr.  G.  L.  Greene,  pastor 
of  the  Oak  Ridge  Baptist  Church 
and  Rev.  J.  S.  Deal,  pastor  of  the 
Start  Baptist  Church. 

Pallbearers  were:  Duke  Barr, 
Grady  Day,  Edwards  Barham,  Tom- 
my  Barham,  Edward  Reese,  Jay 
Flynn,  Kenneth  Colson,  Norman 
Lewis  Files,  Tommy  Rolfe,  King 
Mott,  and  Roy  Windsor,  Jr.— James 
M.  Poole 


STEWARDSHIP  OF  THE 
CROSS 

Ah,  when  I  look  up  at  the  Cross 
Where  God’s  great  Steward  suffered 
loss — 

Yea,  loss  of  life  and  blood  for  me! — 
A  trifling  thing  it  seems  to  be 
To  pay  the  tith  edear  Lord  to  Thee, 
Of  time  or  talent,  wealth  or  store — 
Full  well  I  know  I  owe  Thee  more; 
A  million  times  I  owe  Thee  more! 
But  that  is  just  the  reason  why 
I  lift  my  heart  to  God  on  high. 
And,  pledge  Thee  by  this  portion 
smalls 

My  life,  my  love,  my  all  in  all! 

This  holy  token  at  Thy  Cross 
I  know,  as  gold,  must  seem  but 
dross; 

But  in  my  heart.  Lord,  dost  see 
ow  it  has  pledged  my  all  to  Thee. 
That  I  a  steward  true  may  be! 

— Ralph  S.  Cushman 


New  Books 

Lift  Up  Your 
Hearts 

Walter  Russell  Bowie 

Abinglon  Press,  128  Pages,  $1.50 

Twenty-two  selections  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Walter  Russell  Bowie, 
one  of  America’s  foremost  religious 
writers,  have  been  added  in  the 
enlarged  and  revised  edition  of 
LIFT  UP  YOUR  HEARTS,  publish¬ 
ed  January  9  by  Abingdon  Press. 
Long  a  modern  classic  of  devotional 
literature,  its  value  has  been  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  addition  of  nine¬ 
teen  new  prayers  and  one  litany,  all 
written  by  Dr.  Bowie  especially  for 
this  book,  and  two  hymns. 

The  book  contains  brief,  beauti¬ 
ful  prayers  for  many  and  varied 
needs — for  times  of  distress;  for 
family  concerns;  for  the  church,  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  world;  for  special  days 
and  seasons.  Hymns,  litanies,  medi¬ 
tations,  and  other  worship  helps  are 
also  included  in  this  unique  devo¬ 
tional  manual.  Special  needs  of 
young  people  are  met  through  pray¬ 
ers  and  litanies  written  expressly 
for  their  use,  in  the  language  they 
know  and  understand. 

In  addition  to  its  value  for  pri¬ 
vate  meditations,  LIFT  UP  YOUR 
HEARTS  provides  excellent  materi¬ 
al  for  church  worship  services.  Its 
beautiful  appearance  and  lasting 
qualities  make  it  an  ideal  gift. 

Walter  Russell  Bowie  —  author, 
teacher,  and  minister — is  one  of  the 
best-loved  religious  writers  in 
America.  His  STORY  OF  THE 
BIBLE  has  been  cherished  by  both 
children  and  adults  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  Dr.  Bowie’s  other 
books  include  THE  STORY  OF  THE 
CHURCH,  THE  BIBLE  STORY  FOR 
BOYS  AND  GIRLS:  NEW  TESTA¬ 
MENT,  THE  BIBLE  STORY  FOR 
BOYS  AND  GIRLS:  OLD  TESTA¬ 
MENT,  and  PREACHING. 


PRE-EASTER  EVANGELISM 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
“Every  sincere  teacher  deserves 
an  annual  opportunity  to  focus  at¬ 
tention  upon  the  phase  of  his  work 
that  already  accounts  for  six  out  of 
every  ten  of  our  new  church  mem¬ 
bers.” 

An  Annual  School  for  Evangel¬ 
istic  Teaching  (8359-B)  is  free  from 
your  conference  secretary  or  from 
the  Service  Department,  General 
Board  of  Education,  P.  B.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


Character  is  that  which  is  found 
still  standing  when  the  crash  is 
over.  Character  is  the  moral  cash 
on  hand  when  creditors  close  in  on 
life. — Hazen  G.  Werner,  Real  Living 
Takes  Time  (Abingdon) 


5,000  S  WANTED 

to  sell  Bible*.  Testament*,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ntfble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago.  5.  III. 


ELECTRICITY 
FROM  THE  ATOM 


What  will  it  be  like  ? 

Now  that  electric  light  and  power  companies  are 
building  plants  to  produce  electricity  from  the  atom, 
you  may  well  ask— what's  atomic  electricity  like? 

The  answer:  exactly  like  the  electricity  you're 
using  now.  The  only  difference  is  in  the  electric 
power  plants  themselves,  where  there's  an  atomic 
furnace  instead  of  a  furnace  that  burns  coal,  oil 
or  gas. 

But  that  difference  can  be  important  to  your 
future.  For  you— and  all  America— will  need  much 
more  electricity  in  the  years  to  come,  and  atomic 
-  energy  promises  a  vast  new  source  of  heat  to  make  it. 

Today  many  electric  companies  across  the  country 
are  working  on  the  development  of  atomic-electric 
power  plants.  They're  among  the  companies— like 
this  one— that  have  brought  abundant  electricity  to 
a  whole  nation  in  the  span  of  a  single  lifetime.  They 
have  the  experience  to  find  the  best  and  quickest 
way  to  bring  atomic-electric  power  to  all. 

POWER  &  LIGHT 

HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,'’  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

iiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiRiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuniiniiiiniiuii 


GRATITUDE,  A  CHRISTIAN  ESSENTIAL 

LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  5,  1956 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Luke  17: 
1-19. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “It  is  good  to  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord.”  (Psalms  92:1) 


This  is  the  second  lesson  of  five- 
sessions  UNIT  VII:  “A  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN’S  ATTITUDES.”  The  first 
lesson  had  to  do  with  God’s  concern 
for  sinners.  The  Pharisees  had  harsh¬ 
ly  criticized  Christ  for  his  friend¬ 
ship  for  and  interest  in  publicans 
and  sinners.  The  Lord  answered 
them  by  giving  three  parables,  all 
of  which  illustrated  the  fact  that 
God  is  interested  in  sinners.  The 
parable  of  the  lost  sheep  pictured 
the  shepherd,  or  God  going  after 
the  one  that  was  lost  and  seeking 
until  he  had  found  it.  Hefbrought  it 
back  to  the  fold  with  great  joy.  The 
second  parable  pictures  a  woman 
'seeking  for  a  lost  coin.  The  woman 
was  a  poor  house  keeper.  The  coin 
was  lost  through  no  fault  of  its 
own.  The  church  is  sometimes  a 
poor  housekeeper  and  people  be¬ 
come  lost  right  in  its  membership. 
The  last  parable  had  to  do  with  the 
lost  boy.  He  was  lost  through  will¬ 
ful  malicious  determination  on  his 
own  part.  He  could  not  forget  his 
good  home  training.  He  came  to 
himself  and  returned,  a  penitent,  to 
his  father’s  house. 

The  Pharisees  had  no  interest 
whatever  in  sinners.  They  were 
supposed  to  be  children  of  God  and 
as  such  should  have  had  some  of 
the  characteristics  of  the  Father. 
God  loves  sinners  and  is  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  their  salvation.  The 
teaching  of  Christ  in  these  para¬ 
bles  showed  how  far  these  Pharisees 
had  missed  the  mark.  They  did  not 
have  the  true  attitude  that  should  be 
possessed  by  children  of  God. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today  —  “Gratitude,  a  Christian  Es¬ 
sential.”  The  first  ten  verses  of  the 
seventeenth  chapter  of  Luke  is  not 
printed  in  our  lesson  text,  but  we 
will  touch  on  them  briefly  as  a  back¬ 
ground  for  the  assigned  text.  In 
verses  one  through  four  Christ 
warns  against  tempting  others  to 
sin.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  these 
temptations  are  sure  to  come,  but 
each  individual  must  be  careful  that 
he  is  not  the  instigator  of  them.  It 
is  better  for  one  to  be  drowned  in 
the  midst  of  the  sea  than,  through 
temptations,  cause  others  to  sin. 

The  Lord  also  warns  against  an 
unforgiving  spirit  toward  others. 
If  any  one  sins  against  another  and 
is  truly  repentant,  he  must  be  for¬ 
given  by  the  other.  There  must  be 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  times  that 
such  forgiveness  can  be  obtained.  In 
recording  this  same  event  Matthew 
has  the  Lord  saying  that  such  for¬ 
giveness  must  be  granted  “seventy 
times  seven,”  which  simply  means 
unlimited  forgiveness. 

The  apostles  knew  how  hard  such 
forgiveness  would  be  to  carry  out 
and  so  they  said,  “Lord,  increase 
our  faith.”  This  led  the  Lord  to  de¬ 
clare  that  faith  is  a  matter  of  qual¬ 
ity  more  than  quantity;  faith  as  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed  could  work 


wonders.  Even  a  little  faith  if  it  be 
in  a  big  God  can  solve  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  life. 

Verses  seven  through  ten  attempts 
to  set  the  Pharisees  right  on  anoth¬ 
er  wrong  attitude  they  had.  They 
were  so  filled  with  self-righteous 
pride  that  they  felt  they  were  do¬ 
ing  God  a  favor  in  serving  him.  They 
felt  that  God  owed  them  something 
for  their  good  lives.  Jesus  answered 
this  by  pointing  out  the  fact  that  if 
a  man  had  a  person  hired,  such  per¬ 
son  would  not  return  home  when 
the  day’s  work  was  over  expecting 
the  master  to  serve  him.  He  would 
rather  continue  to  serve  the  master, 
and  when  all  was  done  he  would  not 
necessarily  expect  a  lot  of  gratitude 
from  the  master,  for  he  had  only 
done  his  duty.  So  it  was  with  the 
Pharisees  and  their  relationship  to- 
God.  They  could  not  get  God  in¬ 
debted  to  them.  Whatever  blessing 
they  got  from  God  would  be  along 
the  line  of  grace  rather  than  merit. 
It  was  this  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  Pharisees  that  they  had  God  un¬ 
der  obligation  to  them  that  made 
them  feel  that  they  were  better 
than  all  other  religious  people. 

A  Look  At  The  Printed  Text 

This  brings  us  to  our  printed 
text.  Jesus  and  his  disciples  were 
on  the  way  from  Galilee  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  Near  the  border  of  S'amaria, 
as  they  approached  a  certain  village, 
they  were  met  by  ten  lepers.  One 
of  these  men  was  a  Samaritan.  We 
are  led  to  suppose  that”  the  others 
were  Jews. 

No  doubt,  these  lepers  had  heard 
of  the  wonderful  cures  that  Christ 
was  performing,  and  so  they  cried 
out  to  him  for  help.  He  was  moved 
with  compassion  and  wished  to  help 
them.  He  told  them  to  do  a  thing 
that  would  put  their  faith  to  the 
test.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
Lord  always  required  faith  before 
he  healed  individuals.  In  fact  we 
are  led  to  believe  that  such  healing 
could  not  take  place  without  it.  We 
recall  how  he  was  not  able  to  do 
mighty  works  in  his  hometown,  Naz¬ 
areth,  because  the  people  did  not 
believe. 

In  those  days  certain  priests  in 
the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  acted  as 
a  board  of  health.  It  was  necessary 
that  they  pass  judgment  on  former 
lepers  who  were  supposed  to  be 
healed  before  they  could  take  their 
places  again  in  society.  So,  on  this 
occasion  Christ  told  these  men  to 
go  and  show  themselves  to  these 
priests.  They  started  to  do  as  they 
were  told,  and  as  they  did,  they  were 
all  healed.  Think  of  the  faith  shown 
by  these  men!  At  the  word  of  Christ 
they  started  to  go  to  these  priests 
when  they  were  not  healed.  But  as 
they  obeyed  the  healing  took  place. 

These  men  were  naturally  over¬ 
joyed.  Leprosy  was  the  most  dread¬ 
ed  disease  in  that  age  of  the  world. 
They  had  no  remedy  for  it.  In  cer¬ 
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tain  stages  it  was  contageous.  It  was 
a  living  death.  It  so  effected  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  body  that  certain 
portions  began  to  drop  off  even 
while  the  patient  was  yet  alive.  In¬ 
dividuals  who  were  afflicted  with 
this  disease  hadjto  live  apart.  They 
were  separated  from  friends  and  lov¬ 
ed  ones  and  from  the  comforts  of 
home.  In  our  day,  we  simply  cannot 
imagine  how  this  disease  was  dread¬ 
ed  at  that  time.  All  of  this  should 
have  led  these  men  to  deeply  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fact  that  they  were 
healed. 

Why  was  it  that  only  one  came 
back  —  and  him  a  foreigner;  a  Sa¬ 
maritan  —  to  thank  Jesus  for  his 
healing?  In  being  perfectly  fair  to 
all  concerned  in  the  answering  of 
this  question,  there  are  a  few  things 
we  need  to  take  into  consideration. 
These  nine  Jews  did  wrong  in  not 
returning  to  thank  the  Lord.  The 
fact  that  Christ  felt  hurt  about 
them  not  returning  proves  this.  But 
on  the  other  hand  they  did  what  he 
told  them  to  do.  Then,  there  is  an¬ 
other  thing  to  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  and  that  is  the  fact  that  these 
Jews  were  under  the  Mosaic  Law 
and  the  law  required  that  they  go 
to  these  priests  for  a  bill  of  health 
when  they  were  cured.  The  Samari¬ 
tan  was  under  no  such  obligation. 

So,  the  ingratitude  of  these  Jews 
was  not  as  bad  as  it  looks  on  the 
surface,  but  still  it  was  bad  enough. 
They  were  doing  exactly  what  the 
Lord  told  them  to  do,  but  it  would 
have  shown  a  better  spirit  on  their 
part  if  they  had  turned  back  and 
rendered  thapks  to  the  Lord  and 
then  had  carried  out  his  command  of 
going  to  the  priests  at  Jerusalem. 
After  all  that  can  be  said  in  their 
behalf  the  fact  remains  that  they 
showed  a  spirit  of  ingratitude,  and 
their  attitude  hurt  the  Master.  He 
raised  the  questions,  “Were  there 
not  ten  cleansed?  Where  are  the 
nine?  Was  no  one  found  to  return 
and  give  praise  to  God  except  this 
foreigner?  And  he  said  to  him,  ‘Rise 
and  go  your  way;  your  faith  has 
made  you  whole.!  ”  •  - 

All  ten  of  these  men  received 
cleansing  from  physical  leprosy,  but 
the  Samaritan  alone  received  cleans¬ 
ing  from  spiritual  leprosy.  He  was 
made  every  whit  whole  both  phy¬ 
sically  and  spiritually.  There  is  not 
even  an  implication  that  these  Jews 
received  spiritual  cleansing.  They 
were  no  better  morally  and  spir¬ 
itually  after  their  healing  than  they 
were  before  it  was  done.  In  fact 
they  might  not  have  been  quite  as 
good,  for  in  this  experience  they 
had  added  to  their  other  sins  the 
terrible  evil  of  ingratitude.  ^ 

One  can  wonder  what  these  form¬ 
er  lepers  said  to  the  priests  at  Je¬ 
rusalem  when  they  went  there  for 
their  bill  of  health.  You  can  rest 
assured  that  these  priests  asked 
them  how  they  came  to  be  healed. 
Do  you  suppose  that  they  told  them 
that  Jesus  healed  them?  That  ques¬ 
tion  will  never  be  satisfactorily  ans¬ 
wered.  We  can  well  imagine  that 
the  Samaritan  said  in  his  heart,  “It 
is  true  that  Jesus  told  me  to  go  to 
the  priests  at  the  Temple  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  have  them  examine  me 
and  get  a  showing  that -I  have  been 
healed,  but  those  priests  had  nothing 
to  do  with  my  healing.  I  am  already 
healed  and  Jesus  did  it.  I  will  turn 
back  and  praise  him  for  this  won¬ 
derful  blessing.”  Anyway,  the  thing 
that  he  did  was  very  pleasing  to 
the  Lord.  He  showed  a  spirit  of 
gratitude  that  is  always  commend¬ 
able.  We  are  told  that  when  the 
Samaritan  “Saw  that  he  turned  back, 
praising  God  with  a  loud  voice.”  The 
thing  that  pleased  Christ  was  the 


fact  that  this  man  was  praising  God 
for  this  wonderful  miracle  that  had 
taken  place  in  his  life.  Over  and  ov¬ 
er  Jesus  declared  “The  Father  who 
dwelleth  in  me  doeth  these  works.” 

Meaning  Of  Gratitude 

Gratitude  is  one  of  the  great  forc¬ 
es  of  life.  In  fact  there  can  be  no 
successful  living,  especially  Chistian 
living,  without  it.  It  means  appre¬ 
ciation.  It  means  thanksgiving.  Some 
one  does  a  thing  for  you  and  you 
greatly  appreciate  it.  You  show  your 
appreciation  both  by  word  and  deed 
The  one  Person  in  all  the  universe 
who  has  done  most  for  us  is  God. 
No  one,  according  to  Christ  him¬ 
self  can  be  a  true  child  of  God 
without  loving  him,  and  no  one  can 
love  God  without  being  grateful  to 
him  for  his  many  blessings.  There¬ 
fore,  the  theme  of  our  lesson — 
“Gratitude,  a  Christian  Essential”— 
is  certainly  true.  There  is  a  sense 
in  which  gratitude  is  simply  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  love. 

Our  memory  selection  goes  on  to 
say,  “It  is  good  to  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord.”  This  comes  from  the 
Book  of  Psalms.  For  the  most  part 
this  book  is  made  up  of-  expressions 
of  praise  and  thankfulness  to  God 
for  the  many  blessings  he  has  pour¬ 
ed  out  on  the  people.  No  prayer  is 
complete  in  which  God  is  not  thank¬ 
ed  for  his  many  blessings. 

Why  Some  Are  Not  Grateful 

All  people  should  have  gratitude 
both  toward  God  and  toward  oth¬ 
ers.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
wholly  self-made  person.  To  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  all  are  indebted  to  oth¬ 
ers  for  what  they  have.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  every  human  is  indebted  to 
God  for  the  very  air  he  breathes; 
for  the  sun  that  shines  above  him 
and  the  earth  beneath  his  feet.  He 
is  also  indebted  for  food  and  water. 
These  things  could  not  exist  were  it 
not  for  God.  It  is  a  shame  that  many 
people  live  in  a  world  of  relation¬ 
ships  like  ours  and  fail  to  realize 
what  they  owe  to  God  and  others. 
May  we  note  some  of  the  reasons 
for  this  ingratitude? 

First,  many  people  are  ungrate¬ 
ful  because  they  take  their  bless¬ 
ings  for  granted.  We  are  born  in  a 
world  where  these  blessings  are  all 
around  us,  and  before  we  become 
old  enough  to  appreciate  them  we 
accept  them  as  a  matter  of  course. 
This  is  true  with  regards  to  the 
great  freedoms  and  other  blessings 
of  our  nation.  People  who  are  born 
here  accept  them  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Individuals  who  become 
citizens  of  this  country  after  havfng 
lived  for  years  under  other  forms 
of  governments  appreciate  our  na¬ 
tion  more  (that  is  generally  speak¬ 
ing)  than  do  the  people  who  are 
born  here. 

Other  reasons  for  lack  of  grati¬ 
tude  are  pride,  envy,  covetousness, 
egotism  and  thoughtlessness.  The 
Pharisees  were  ungrateful  because 
they  were  filled  with  pride  and  ego¬ 
tism.  They  publicly  thanked  God 
that  they  were  better  than  other 
people.  They  even  felt  that  they 
were  doing  God  a  favor  by  worship¬ 
ing  him  at  all.  Christ  said  that  their 
religion  was  a  sham;  they  were  a 
bunch  of  hypocrites. 

The  covetous  person  cannot  be 
grateful,  for  he  gets  so  busy  noting 
the  blessings  of  others  and  being 
jealous  of  them  that  he  doesn’t  see 
his  own.  The  thoughtless  person  sim¬ 
ply  doesn’t  stop  to  consider  his 
blessing  and  he  i3,  therefore,  un¬ 
grateful. 
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Louisiana  Ministers  In  Cuba 
Evangelistic  Crusade 


Quadrennial  Plan  For 
1956-60  Proposed 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Penna. — A  two- 
point  churchwide  program  for  1956- 
60  stressing  (1)  the  enrichment  of 
the  local  church  and  (2)  the 
strengthening  of  the  denomination’s 
institutions  of  higher  education  re¬ 
ceived  preliminary  endorsement 
here  of  more  than  a  hundred  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders. 

The  approval  was  voted  in  a,  joint 
meeting  of  pastors,  executive  secre¬ 
taries  and  bishops  on  January  21. 
Their  action  was  an  important  step 
in  the  formulation  and  presentation 
to  the  General  Conference  of  “plans 
for  a  unified,  ongoing  program  for 
the  church,  including  long  range 
objectives.”  This  is  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  new  Coordinating  Council 
created  by  the  1952  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Bishop  Charles  Wesley 
Brashares  of  Chicago  is  chairman. 

The  local  church  portion  of  the 
proposed  quadrennial  plan,  if  adopt¬ 
ed  in  Minneapolis  next  April,  will 
be  carried  out  under  supervision  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  college 
emphasis  will  be  directed  by  a  Com¬ 
mission  to  be  set  up  for  the  pur¬ 
pose. 

Widely  Representative  Group 

The  group  sanctioning  the  quad¬ 
rennial  program  included  the  Co¬ 
ordinating  Council,  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  the  Council  of  Secretaries 
and  the  Council  on  World  Service 
and  Finance.  ( 

The  draft  had  been  prepared  by  a 
committee  composed  of  nine  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Coordinating  Council 
and  eleven  representatives  of  other 
groups. 

Dr.  Chester  A.  McPheeters  of  De¬ 
troit,  chairman  of  this  committee, 
read  the  19-page  proposal  to  the  125 
church  leaders.  It  was  then  sup¬ 
ported  in  its  several  phases  by  ad¬ 
dresses  by  Bishops  Short,  Harrell 
and  Oxnam  and  by  Dr.  Henry  L. 
Weiss  of  .  Denver. 

Approval  was  almost  unanimous, 
discussion  centering  on  technical  de¬ 
tails.  Only  minor  changes -  were 
made. 

Christian  Faith  vs 
Communism 

Basic  to  the  recommendations  is 
the  conviction  that  there  is  through¬ 
out  the  world  today  a  struggle  for 
the  minds  of  men. 

“Communism  and  secularism,”  the 
introduction  warns,  “must  "be  seen 
for  what  they  are,' —  attempts  to 
master  the  minds  / of  men.” 

Christians  “seek  the  mind  that 
was  in  Christ.  This  mind  must  be 
inspired  in  the  teaching  and  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  local  church”  and  “be¬ 
come  regnant  in  the  thought  of  each 
succeeding  generation  of  students  in 
the  educational  institutions  of  the 
church.” 

The  program  is  the  church’s 
answer  to  what  the  paper’s  first 
sentence  calls  the  worldwide  chal¬ 
lenge  of  “aggressive  atheism  and 
determined  materialism.” 

(Continued  on  page  3) 


M.  iters'  Week 
Scheduled  Feb.  6-9 

Dallas  —  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  here  will  be  host  Monday,  Feb. 
6,  through  Thursday,  Feb.  9,  to  the 
Twenty-First  Annual  Ministers’ 
Week,  which  attracts  over  1,000 
ministers  and  visitors  from  through¬ 
out  the  South  Central  Methodist 
Jurisdiction,  including  Texas,  Okla¬ 
homa,  New  Mexico,  Louisiana,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Nebras¬ 
ka. 

Fondren  lecturer  will  be  Rev.  Eu¬ 
gene  L.  Smith,  Ph.  D.,  General  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  of  the  Division  of 
World  Missions,  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  The  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
Smith  is  from  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Fondren  and  the  late  Mr. 
Fondren  established  the  lectures  in 
1919.  Dr.  Smith  is  the  37th  speaker 
on  the  annual  program.  Mrs.  Fon¬ 
dren  resides  in  Houston. 

Peyton  lecturer  is  Rev.  James  T. 
Cleland,  D.  D.,  professor  of  preach¬ 
ing  and  preacher  to  the  university, 
Duke  Divinity  school.  Dr.  Cleland  is 
the  12th  annual  lecturer  on  the 
foundation,  provided  in  1944  by  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Hall  of  Austin. 

Jackson  lecturer  is  Rev.  Albert 
T.  Mollegen,  D.  D.,  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Theological  seminary  in 
Virginia.  Sons  and  daughters  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Jackson  estab¬ 
lished  the  lectures  in  their  memory 
in  1945.  Dr.  Mollegen  is  the  tenth 
speaker  in  the  annual  series. 

Alumni  of  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  will  have  their  sixth  annual 
homecoming  luncheon  on  Wednes¬ 
day  at  12:15  p.m.  in  the  Umphrey 
Lee  Student  center.  Tickets  may  be 
secured  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  at 
the  registration  desk  in  the  foyer 
of  McFarlin  Memorial  auditorium, 
where  all  the  lectures  will  be  held. 

There  will  be  a  reception  in  hon¬ 
or  of  the  lecturers  in  the  student 
center  on  Monday  at  9  p.m. 

Vacation  Church 
School  Institutes 
In  Monroe  District 

A  team  of  workers  in  Monroe 
District  will  hold  fovjr  Vacation 
Church  School  institutes  this  year. 
There  will  be  groups  for  directors 
of  the  local  Vacation  Church 
Schools,  Kindergarten  leaders,  Pri¬ 
mary  leaders,  Junior  and  Intermed¬ 
iate  leaders.  Notices  have  been 
mailed  to  each  pastor  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  regarding  these  meetings, 
which  will  be  held  at  night,  begin¬ 
ning  at  7:00  and  closing  at  9:30. 

At  the  same  time  the  institutes 
are  held,  there  will  be  a  leader  to 
work  with  those  persons  who  work 
with  the  Nursery  children  in  the 
local  churches  in  the  hope  that  they 
will  gain  some  help  thereby. 

The  schedule  of  meetings  is: 
February  9— Oak  Grove. 

February  21 — Ferriday. 

February  23 — Winnsboro. 

March  8 — McGuire  (West  Monroe). 


Rev.  J.  T.  Harris  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug 


Week  Of  Dedication 
Set 

The  Methodist  Church  will  ob¬ 
serve  its  eighth  annual  Week  of 
Dedication  Feb.  12-19. 

Throughout  the  nation  bishops, 
district  superintendents,  pastors  and 
lay  leaders  are  cooperating  to  make 
the  observance  a  meaningful  exper¬ 
ience  in  the  life  of  the  churches. 

In  an  appeal  for  a  wide-spread 
response  in  recognizing  the  special 
week,  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke  of 
Pittsburgh,  chairman  of  the  national 
Week  of  Dedication  Committee,  de¬ 
clared:  “The  Week  of  Dedication, 
at  its  best,  has  helped  many  a 
church  become  more  nearly  what  it 
ought  to  be — a  fellowship,  a  fam¬ 
ily,  sensitive  to  the  conscience  and 
the  mind  of  Christ  as  through  us 
these  struggle  to  inhabit  our  neigh¬ 
borhood.” 

Church  leaders  pointed  out  that 
the  Week  of  Dedication  is  essential¬ 
ly  a  spiritual  observance,  “a  call  to 
personal  consecration  and  sacrificial 
sharing.”  General  conference  has 
fixed  the  time  for  the  annual  Week 
of  Dedication  so  that  it  includes 
both  Ash  Wednesday  and  the  first 
Sunday  in  Lent. 

In  many  Methodist  churches  the 
week  will  include  special  services 
of  prayer  and  intercession,  study 
groups,  and  informal  gatherings  to 
reflect  upon  world  needs  and  spir¬ 
itual  resources  for  meeting  them. 

The  Week  of  Dedication  culmin¬ 
ates  on  Sunday,  February  19  —  the 
Day  of  Dedication.  On  this  first 
Sunday  of  Lent  a  free-will  offering 
will  be  taken  to  raise  funds  for 
Week  of  Dedication  projects  that 
represent  needs  not  cared  for 
through  the  church’s  regular  benev¬ 
olence  program. 

Projects  scheduled  for  assistance 
from  Week  of  Dedication  offerings 
will  be  listed  in  next  week’s  issue 
of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

Methodist  Mission 
Board  Plans  Move 
To  Church  Center 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— The 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  voted 
at  its  annual  meeting  here  to  sign 
a  ten-year  lease  for  space  in  the 
proposed  United  Church  Center  in 
the  Morningside  Heights  section  of 
New  York  City. 

Present  headquarters  of  the  agen¬ 
cy  are  at  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York,  where  it  has  been  located  for 


Nashville,  Tenn.  —  One  hundred 
clergymen  and  laymen  of  40  states, 
including  Rev.  James  T.  Harris, 
Monroe,  and  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug, 
Franklin,  have  been  selected  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism 
to  take  part  in  a  nine  day  evange¬ 
listic  crusade  in  Cuba,  Feb.  1-9. 

The  preaching  and  home-visita¬ 
tion  mission  will  be  directed  by 
Bishop  John  Branscomb,  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Fla.  He  administers  the  Flor¬ 
ida  and  Cuba  conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

He  will  be  assisted  by  Dr.  Harry 
Denman  and  the  Rev.  Wayne  North 
of  the  evangelism  board’s  headquar¬ 
ters  here.  The  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  New'  York  City,  is  also  co¬ 
operating  in  the  special  “Cuba  for 
Christ”  campaign,  Dr.  Denman  said. 

The  American  group  will  assem¬ 
ble  Jan.  31  in  Miami  for  a  briefing 
session,  and  then  go  to  Havanna  to 
team  with  Cuban  Methodists  in  con¬ 
ducting  city  and  rural  campaigns 
throughout  the  island  republic. 

The  evangelists  will  reassemble 
Feb.  9  in  Havanna  to  report  results 
and  hold  a  mass  “victory  rally.” 

Recommends  World 
Service  Increase  For 
Next  Quadrennium 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (MI)— More 
than  a  million  dollars  a  month  is 
the  minimum  needed  by  Methodist 
World  Service  agencies  as  basic  sup¬ 
port  during  the  coming  quadren¬ 
nium. 

The  decision  to  present  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  approval  an  annual 
budget  for  1956  -  60  of  $12,200,000 
was  reach  here  by  the  Council  on 
World  Service  and  Finance  after 
four  days  of  deliberation,  January 
19-22. 

The  Council,  which  is  headed  by 
Bishop  Clare  Purcell  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  last  September  conducted  three 
days  of  hearings  where  World  Serv¬ 
ice  boards  and  agencies  supported  by 
other  funds  presented  in  detail  their 
needs. 

The  annual  amount  recommended 
for  qext  quadrennium  is  an  advance 
of  $2,540,000  over  the  1952-56  figure. 

These  figures  do  not  include 
amounts  raised  as  special  gifts  for 
specific  projects  under  the  “Ad¬ 
vance”  program,  nor  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  Woman’s  Societies  of 
Christian  Service  for  their  mission¬ 
ary,  educational  and  philanthropic 
services. 


three-quarters  of  a  century. 

It  is  expected  that  the  new  cen¬ 
ter,  to  be  erected  with  the  help  of 
a  large  gift  from  John  D.  Rockefell¬ 
er,  Jr.,  will  be  completed  some  time 
after  Jan.  1,  1958.  It  will  house  the 
central  offices  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  the  headquar¬ 
ters  and  boards  of  various  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations. 
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J.  Dantal  Barraa 


“We  are  impatient  with  what  is 
average  and  excited  only  by  what  is 
excellent,”  said  Neiman  Marcus 
Wales. 

Wish  all  us  preachers,  relative  to 
our  preaching,  were  precisely  like 
Nieman  Marcus  here  claims  to  be — 
“impatient  with  what  is  average  and 
excited  only  by  what  is  excellent.” 

To  be  thus  impatient  and  thus  ex¬ 
cited  wTith  respect  to  our  preaching 
would  be  a  long  step  toward  im¬ 
proving  it. 

Radio,  television,  modern  movies 
keep  us  preachers  on  the  spot. 

Everybody  is  accustomed  to  the 
best  forms  of  communication — out¬ 
side  the  church. 

Inside  the  church,  with  rarest  ex¬ 
ceptions,  we  are  a  million  miles  be¬ 
hind  the  times  in  effective  com¬ 
munication. 

Contrast,  for  instance,  the  skills 
used  in  a  30-minute  television  show 
sponsored  by  Ford,  or  another  great 
company,  with  the  hour-long  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  average  church. 

The  other  Sunday  I  saw  such  a 
show  after  having  preached  that 
day  in  morning  and  evening  serv¬ 
ices.  The  services  and  the  show 
were  perfect  contrasts. 

The  settings  of  the  services  were 
ugly,  the  music  distracting,  the  at¬ 
mosphere  depressing,  the  preacher 
“stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable”. 


66 The  Way”,  Methodist  TV  Dramas,  Launched  In  NY  Preview 


Bishop  Donald  H.  Tippett  and  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer  confer  in  the  pro¬ 
jection  room  of  the  RCA  Exhibition  Hall.  Here  on  January  13  a  sample 
film  of  the  new  Methodist  half-hour  dramatic  TV  program,  “The  Way ” 
was  previewed  by  reporters  of  metropolitan  dailies,  wire  services  and 
the  trade  press. 

Bishop  Tippett  (left)  is  president  of  the  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Spencer  is  its  executive  secretary . . 


New  York— Formal  announcement 
by  The  Methodist  Church  of  its  ex¬ 
pansion  into  major  television  activ¬ 
ity  was  made  by  Bishop  Donald  H. 
Tippett  of  San  Francisco  January 
13  to  a  press  conference  here  in  the 


RCA  Exhibition  Hall. 

The  new  series  consists  of  thirteen 
weekly  half-hour  dramas  to  be 
known  as  “The  Way”.  They  will 
begin  appearing  on  the  nation’s 
television  screens  in  mid-February, 


It  is  estimated  that  from  175  to  250 
stations  will  carry  the  series. 

Bishop  Tippett  heads  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Radio  and  Film  Commis¬ 
sion.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Broadcasting  and  Film  Commission 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
the  agency  through  which  the  hew 
program  will  be  distributed  to  T-V 
stations. 

The  new  series  is  the  first  major 
contribution  of  The  Methodist 
Church  as  a  whole  to  Protestant  re¬ 
ligious  television,  Bishop  Tippett 
told  reporters  at  the  screening  of 
a  sample  program.  The  thirteen 
programs  cost  about  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  to  produce,  he  said. 
The  sum  was  raised  by  special  of¬ 
ferings. 

The  dramas  are  non-denomina- 
tional  in  character.  The  programs 
deal  with  the  application  of  the 
Christian  gospel  to  the  everyday 
problems  of  ordinary  people.  Among 
these  are  juvenile  delinquency, 
choosing  a  vocation,  automobile  ac¬ 
cidents  in  which  loved  ones  are  in¬ 
jured,  the  Christian  answer  to  com¬ 
munism,  community  response  to 
false  charges  of  subversion,  a  house¬ 
wife’s  problems  when  her  children 
are  grown,  social  barriers,  facing 
death  by  cancer  and  similar  life  sit¬ 
uations. 

The  films  were  produced  in  Hol¬ 
lywood  by  the  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
Religious  direction  was  by  Dr.  Har¬ 
ry  C.  Spencer  and  Dr.  Howard  E. 
Tower,  executives  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  The  executive  producer  was 
Wilbur  T,  Blume. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  setting  of 
the  show  was  appropriate,  the  music 
was  superb,  the  atmosphere  was 
electric,  and  those  communicating 
the  “message”  were  highly  trained 
and  effective. 

The  services  were  sordid.  The 
show  was  sparkling.  And,  by  every 
right,  the  matter  ought  to  be  the 
other  way  round. 

Therefore  I  do  not  know  of  any¬ 
thing  Protestantism  needs  more 
than  an  improvement  in  its  preach¬ 
ing  and  worship  services. 

The  place  to  begin,  so  far  as  I’m 
concerned,  is  with  myself.  So,  as 
much  as  I  dread  doing  it,  I’ll  start 
there,  and  be  “impatient  with  what 
is  average  and  excited  only  by  what 
is  excellent.” 


Says  Higher  Education 
Needs  Church  Influence 

St.  Louis— (MI)— Neutrality  to¬ 
ward  moral  values  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation  is  a  dangerous  thing.  , 

Chancellor  William  P.  Tolley  of 
Syracuse  University  shared  this 
conviction  with  fellow  educators  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges 
of  The  Methodist  Church  here  Jan. 
9-10. 

“I  am  deeply  troubled  about  the 
future  of  higher  education  in  Amer¬ 
ica,”  Chancellor  Tolley  confessed, 
“if  it  should  become  strictly  neutral 
toward  values  and  ideals  and  com¬ 
pletely  secular.  Neutrality  is  not 
enough. 

“Colleges  and  universities  need 
the  influence  of  the  church  to  off¬ 
set  the  secular  influences  on  higher 
education.  The  record  is  clear  that 
where  church  ties  are  weakened  the 
place  of  religion  is  often  undermined 
and  lost.” 


At  Education  Board  Meeting 

Two  New  Methodist 
Seminaries  Urged 

Cincinnati— (MI)—  Authorization 
of  two  new  seminaries  to  help  over¬ 
come  a  “critical  shortage”  of  trained 
ministers  was  recommended  by  the 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board 
of  Education  at  its  annual  meeting 
Jan.  17-20  in  Cincinnati,  O. 

Ohio  and  the  Kansas-Missouri- 
Nebraska  area  were  proposed  as 
sites  of  the  school.  No  particular 
cities  were  suggested-  as  locations, 
however. 

Two  more  seminaries  would  in¬ 
crease  to  12  the  number  of  Meth¬ 
odist  schools  of  theology. 

The  proposed  new  schools  and  ex¬ 
pansion  of  present  seminaries  were 
included  in  a  report  to  the  board  by 
Bishop  Donald  H.  Tippett,  San 
Francisco.  He  is  chairman  of  a  spe¬ 
cial  nine-member  study  commission 
on  theological  education  authorized 
by  the  1952  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Final  action  on  the  proposals, 
Bishop  Tippett  said,  will  be  taken 
at  the  next  quadrennial  sessions  of 
the  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  chief  legislative  body,  to 
be  convened  April  25  in  Minneap¬ 
olis,  Minn. 

Several  suggested  needs  of  the 
Methodist  educational  program  were 
mentioned  by  participants  in  a  panel 
discussion  at  the  annual  meeting. 

“We’re  interested  in  quality  and 
scholarship,”  said  the  Rev.  J.  O. 
Smith,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board,  “but  we  need  to 
get  interested  in  folk  we’ve  over¬ 
looked— folk  on  ‘Juicy  Fruit  Hill’ 
and  at  the  crossroads.  Some  of  these 
people  may  not  appear  quite  so  re¬ 
spectable.  They  may  not  have  their 
Sights  lifted  quite  so  high,  but  we 


need  to  get  very  close  to  them. 

“There  was  a  time  when  our 
Methodist  Church  served  effectively 
the  masses  of  people  in  all  areas  of 
society.  Now  is  the  time  to  recover 
this  emphasis. 

“The  most  significant  question  in 
the  report  of  the  commission  on 
education  in  the  local  church  is, 
‘What  has  your  church  school  done 
toward  organizing  new  church 
schools  in  other  areas?’  ”  Dr.  Smith 
concluded. 

A  lay  member  of  the  board, 
George  Fenstermacher,  Upland, 
Ind.,  called  for  “glamourization”  of 
the  church  school. 

“Let  us  do  something  very  con¬ 
structive  in  the  field  of  public  re¬ 
lations,”  said  Mr.  Fenstermacher. 
“Let  us  give  a  certain  good  glamour 
to  the  field  of  general  church  school 
activity.  On  the  local  level,  church- 
school  activity  is  rather  drab  at 
times.” 

Among  suggested  needs  listed  by 
Dr.  William  C.  Finch,  president  of 
Southwestern  University,-.  George¬ 
town,  Texas,  were:  1.  A  sound, 
serious  educational  program  on  a 
jurisdictional  level.  2.  A  “general 
theological  point  of  view”  for  the 
church.  3.  Further  bridging  of  the 
artificial  gap  between  education  and 
evangelism. 

The  suggestions  will  be  studied  by 
the  board. 

World  Council  In 
Meeting  In  Australia 

Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry  of  New 
Rochelle,  New  York,  chairman  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  and  president 
of  the  United  Lutheran  Church  of 
America,  will  preach  at  a  great  in¬ 
terdenominational  worship  service 
to  be  held  in  Town  Hall,  Sydney, 
Australia,  on  February  5,  in  connec- 


Social  Study  Conference 
For  Wisconsin 

Special  workshops  will  deal  with 
such  matters  as  the  social  relation¬ 
ships  in  church  and  community,  the 
church’s  responsibility  regarding 
housing  and  employment,  future 
strategy  in  metropolitan  areas, 
minority  groups  in  smaller  com¬ 
munities,  and  strategy  on  the  de¬ 
nominational  level,  at  a  study  con¬ 
ference  under  the  joint  auspices  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations,  Chicago,  and 
the  Wisconsin  Area  and  the  St. 
Louis  Area  (Central  Jurisdiction) 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  Feb.  23-24. 

Bishop  H.  Clifford  Northcott  of 
the  Wisconsin  Area  and  Bishop 
Matthew  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  of  the  St. 
Louis  Area  will  speak  and  share  in 
the  study  conference.  The  Rev.  A. 
Dudley  Ward,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Social  and  Economic 
Relations,  will  open  the  meeting 
and  share  in  its  deliberations. 


tion  with  the  first  major  ecumenical 
meeting  ever  to  be  held  in  the 
southern  hemisphere. 

Other  prominent  American 
churchmen  who  will  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  at 
Gilbulla,  Australia,  February  6-11, 
are: 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  (  Pres¬ 
byterian,  U.S.A.),  Philadelphia, 
Pa.- 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam, 
(Methodist)  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dr.  Liston  Pope,  (Congregational¬ 
ism  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde,  Director 
of  the  *  Commission  of  the 
Churches  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs,  New  York  City. 
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Natl  Council  Issues  Race  Relations  Message 


New  York  (NC) — The  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  a  500-word 
plea  for  racial  justice  released  this 
week  asserts  that  in  the  eyes  of 
many  Ik  S.  church-goers  God  is  “a 
white  and  American  idol”  molded 
after  their  own  image. 

Calling  upon  Christians  every¬ 
where  to  repent  “of  their  sinful  and 
irrational  acts  and  attitudes”,  the 
National  Council  in  a  message  di¬ 
rected  specifically  to  the  35,800,000 
members  of  its  30  constituent  com¬ 
munions,  likened  many  present-day 
white  American  church-goers  to  the 
ancient  Greeks  who  acted  as  if  the 
Deity  were  an  Athenian  and  were 
“ridiculously  proud  of  the  wrong 
things. 

“We  have  no  right  or  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  color  of  our  skin,  white 
or  yellow  or  black  or  red,  or  the 
purity  of  our  blood  all  red  and  all 
mixed  and  we  know  this,”  the  state¬ 
ment  declares.  “The  sociology  and 
anthropology  of  our  day  have  laid 
scientific  approval  on  the  racial  in¬ 
sights  that  are  at  least  as  old  as 
ancient  Athens.  Yet  after  1900  years 
and  more,  we  often  continue  to  mold 
God  into  a  white  and  American 
idol.” 

Written  by  National  Council  pres¬ 
ident,  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  the 
statement  charges  every  Christian 
church  to  ask  of  itself:  “Is  our  church 
door  really  open  to  all  people  for 
whom  Christ  died?  What  steps  must 
we  take  now  to  show  our  repentance 
for  the  sins  of  our  church  with  re¬ 
gard  to  race?  Is  our  church’s  com¬ 
munion  a  foretaste  of  the  fellowship 
of  all  God’s  children  in  the  Kingdom 


QUADRENNIAL  PLAN 
FOR  1956-60  PROPOSED 

( Continued  from  page  1 )  ' 

"In  the  battle  for  the  minds  of 
men,”  the  drafting  committee  wrote, 
“the  Communist  proffers  revolu¬ 
tionary  proposals  .  .  .  designed  to 
abolish  the  exploitation  of  man  by 
man.  Actually,  communism  eventu¬ 
ates  in  the  most  degrading  exploita¬ 
tion.  It  exploits  the  mind,  regiments 
the  person,  tyrannizes  the  soul.  It 
lacks  the  cohesive  power  of  love 
which  is  essential  to  social  unity.” 
To  Emphasize  Local  Church 

The  stress  on  local  churches  Will 
first  center  on  the  improvement  of 
churches  which  now  function  im¬ 
perfectly,  on  churches  that  are  not 
fully  organized,  on  churches  that 
are  content  with  a  “status  quo”  con¬ 
dition  or  are  actually  losing  ground. 

The  proposed  program  involves 
study  and  analysis  and  the  setting 
of  goals  for  advance.  Emphasis  will 
be  on  “Christ  and  Ourselves,” 
“Christ  and  Our  Resources,”  “Christ 
and  Our  Mission”  and  “Christ  and 
our  Freedoms.” 

Commission  on  Christian 
Education 

A  broadly  representative  “Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Education” 
with  136  members  is  proposed  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  general  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  new  quadrennial  em¬ 
phasis  on  higher  education. 

The  over-all  task  of  this  body,  if 
authorized,  will  be  “to  strengthen 
the  bonds  that  bind  our  institutions 
°f  learning  to  the  church,  to  lead 
our  schools  and  colleges  to  a 
thorough  commitment  to  Christian 
standards,  and  to  lead  the  church  in 
an  effort  to  undergird  them  with 
a<iequate  moral  and  financial  sup¬ 
port.” 

$37,000,000  for  Colleges 
1956-1960 

No  church-wide  simultaneous  fi- 
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of  Christ?” 

The  message  was  prepared  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  1956  observance  of 
Race  Relations  Sunday,  February 
12.  Together  with  a  supplementary 
six-point  action  prepared  by  the 
National  Council’s  Department  of 
Racial  and  Cultural  Relations,  it 
has  been  distributed  to  local  church¬ 
es,  councils  of  churches  and  church 
women  and  other  local  community 
groups. 

Denounces  "White 
Citizens  Councils" 

The  full  forces  of  organized  Prot¬ 
estantism  were  called  upon  recently 
to  stop  the  march  toward  “naziism” 
of  the  “white  citizens  councils”  of 
the  South. 

In  a  blistering  denunication  of  the 
pro-segregation  movement  delivered 
before  250  home  missions  leaders  in- 
annual  session  at  Buck  Hill  Falls, 
Pa.,  Dr.  Harold  Fey,  executive  editor 
of  The  Christian  Century,  declared, 
“both  church  and  government  must 
recognize  .  .  .  that  the  white  citi¬ 
zens  councils  are  an  organized  and 
coordinated  force,  whose  objective  is 
to  defy  the  law  and  to  rule  in  place 
of  the  law.” 

He  said  that  in  Mississippi  alone 
there  are  more  than  300  white  citi¬ 
zens  groups  with  65,000  members 
who  are  working  “with  the  full  col¬ 
lusion  of  Mississippi  senators  and 
other  officials. 

“They  are  displacing  the  lawful 
authority  of  the  courts  and  are  pun¬ 
ishing  people  for  registering  to  vote, 
(Continued  on  page  14) 


nancial  campaign  in  behalf  of  the 
denominations  116  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  is  contemplated.  Such  ap¬ 
peals  and  financial  goals  as  there 
may  be  would  be  on  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  or  regional  level. 

Chief  concern  in  the  proposed 
program  of  financial  assistance 
centers  on  developing  continuing 
aid, — “a  procedure  ...  by  which  our 
people  would  contribute  not  less 
than  $1.00  annually  per  member  for 
the  supports  of  institutions  related 
to  the  respective  conferences.” 

Church  membership  in  the  U.S. 
being  9,313,278,  this  plan,  if  carried 
out,  will  produce  more  than  $37,- 
000,000  for  these  institutions  during 
the  quadrennium. 

School  For 
International  Service 

The  program,  as  proposed,  con¬ 
tains  a  recommendation  that  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance  include  in  its  budget  a  non¬ 
recurring  item  of  $250,000  a  year 
during  the  quadrennium  to  establish 
a  School  of  International  Service  in 
the  nation’s  capital.  The  new  school 
would  be  a  department  of  The 
American  University,  a  Methodist 
institution. 

The  million  dollars  would  be 
divided  as  follows:  $375,000  for  a 
building,  $500,000  for  endowment, 
$125,000  to  cover  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  tuition  and  cost  of  oper¬ 
ation  during  the  first  four  years. 
Reasons  were  given  why  this  sup¬ 
port  would  not  need  to  be  continued 
beyond  1960. 

“The  School  would  be  regarded 
as  an  institution  of  the  entire 
church,  established  by  the  church 
as  a  basic  contribution  to  religious 
liberty  and  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Protestant  tradition  of  freedom 
throughout  the  world,”  the  report 
explained. 


Evangelism  Board 
Hears  Annual  Report 

Nashville,  (MI)  —  Visualizing  a 
“new  America”  due  to  the  rapid 
population  increase,  the  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism  has  asked  the  denomination  to 
campaign  for  a  net  gain  of  400,000 
new  members  annually  during  the 
next  10  years. 

The  challenge  was  sounded  by  Dr. 
Harry  Denman,  executive  secretary, 
at  the  board’s  annual  meeting  Jan¬ 
uary  11-13  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga. 

“Our  church  must  prepare  now 
to  reach  the  ‘new  America’,”  Dr. 
Denman  said,  pointing  out  that  a 
population  of  190  million — an  in¬ 
crease  of  2%  million  a  year — is  ex¬ 
pected  by  1966.  “We  are  living  in 
an  age  characterized  by  rapid  growth 
and  if  Methodists  are  to  match  the 
population  increase  we  must  gain 
400,000  persons  a  year  for  the  next 
ten  years.” 

Dr.  Denman  said  the  projected  in¬ 
crease  is  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
Methodist  Church  has  15  per  cent 
(9,313,278)  of  the  country’s  Protes¬ 
tants. 

Cautioning  against  an  over-em¬ 
phasis  on  numbers,  Dr.  Denman 
said:  “I  want  the  Methodist  Church 
to  become  a  great  evangelistic  move¬ 
ment  because  of  its  social  passion  for 
the  welfare  of  every  person  .  .  .  this 
can  be  done  if  Christian  education 
continues  to  become  more  evangel¬ 
istic,  and  our  evangelism  becomes 
more  educational.” 

Also  looking  to  the  future,  Bishop 
W.  Angie  Smith  of  Oklahoma  City, 
board-  president,  said,  “I  dare  to 
dream  dreams  and  see  visions  when 
the  Methodist  Church  with  our  cen¬ 
tral  emphasis  on  spiritual  experience 
will  have  not  less  than  twenty-five 
million  members.” 

Urging  the  church  to  face  up  to 
“a  worldwide  need  for  social  pro¬ 
gress  to  help  combat  Communism,” 
Bishop  S'mith  said  “we  are  not  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  skirmish  but  long-range 
spiritual  warfare.” 

Meeting  with  staff  personnel  of 
the  Nashville,  Tenn.,  headquarters, 
the  46-member  board  reviewed  the 
year’s  work  and  planned  for  the 
1956-60  quadrennium. 

The  group  voted  to  continue  the 
annual  Lenten  church  attendance 
campaign,  and  to  extend  the  “chain 
of  prayer”  movement,  now  in  its 
second  year,  to  link  Methodists 
around  the  world  throughout  1957. 

Also  voted  was  continuation  of 
Christian  Witness  Missions  by  youth 
groups,  and  the  70-E  summer  train¬ 
ing  program  for  seminary  students. 

A  new  program  of  “spiritual  life” 
retreats  for  laymen,  pastors  and 
women  was  authorized  by  the  board. 

The  agency’s  ongoing  program  of 
regional  evangelistic  projects  will 
be  featured  this  year  by  a  “Mission 
to  America,”  highlighted  by  a  series 
of  eightday  mass  meetings  in  prin¬ 
cipal  cities.  Heading  the  board’s 
evangelistic  team  will  be  the  Rev. 
Alan  Walker  of  Sydney,  Australia, 
who  directed  a  similar  campaign  in 
his  country. 

The  mission  will  be  launched  in 
April  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker 
preaching  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  The  Canadian 
mission  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
United  Church  of  Canada. 

In  his  annual  message  to  Board, 
Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  paid  high 
tribute  to  the  work  of  the  staff  and 
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“CONVERSATION”  AND 
“CONVERSANT” 

The  archaic  use  of  the  word  “con¬ 
versation”  in  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Bible  is  so  misleading, 
and  so  completely  abandoned  by  the 
revised  versions  and  modern  trans¬ 
lations,  that  it  will  be  well  to  cite 
other  examples,  in  addition  to  those 
given  earlier  in  this  column.  I  will 
quote  the  renderings  of  the  Revised 
Standard  Version,  and  state  in  par¬ 
entheses  the  archaic  phrases  which 
they  have  displaced. 

In  Galatians  1:13  Paul  refers  to 
his  “former  life  in  Judaism”  (con¬ 
versation  in  time  past  in  the  Jews’ 
religion).  He  reminds  the  Ephesians 
(2:3)  how  “we  all  once  lived”  (we 
all  had  our  conversation  in  times 
past)  as  children  of  wrath;  and  he 
urges  them  (4:22)  to  “put  off  your 
old  nature  which  belongs  to  your 
former  manner  of  life”  (put  off  con¬ 
cerning  the  former  conversation  the 
old  man).  He  exhorts  the  Philippians 
(1:27)  to  let  their  “manner  of  life 
be  worthy  of  (conversation  be  as 
it  becometh)  the  gospel  of  Christ,” 
and  declares  that  “our  common¬ 
wealth  (conversation)  is  in  heaven” 
(3:20) 

Timothy  is  encouraged,  in  spite 
of  his  youth  (1  Timothy  4:12),  to 
“set  the  believers  an  example  in 
speech  and  conduct”  (be  thou  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in 
conversation).  Among  the  injunc¬ 
tions  in  the  Letter  to  the  Hebrews 
is  (13:5)  “Keep  your  life  free  from 
love  of  money”  (Let  your  conversa¬ 
tion  be  without  covetousness).  If  a 
man  is  wise  and  understanding 
(James  3:13),  “by  his  good  life  let 
him  show  his  works”  (let  him  shew 
out  of  a  good  conversation  his 
works). 

Peter  counsels  his  readers  (1 
Peter,  1:15;  2:12)  to  be  holy  “in  all 
your  conduct”  (in  all  manner  of 
conversation),  and  to  “maintain  good 
conduct  among  the  Gentiles”  (hav¬ 
ing  your  conversation  honest  among 
the  Gentiles).  He  warns  (3:16)  that 
some  may  “revile  your  good  behav¬ 
ior  in  Christ”  (falsely  accuse  your 
good  conversation  in  Christ).  He  en¬ 
courages  them  (2  Peter  3:11)  to 
“lives  of  holiness  and  godliness” 
(holy  conversation  and  godliness). 

In  the  Old  Testament  “the  strang¬ 
ers  that  were  conversant  among 
them”  means  “the  sojourners  who 
lived(  among  them”  (Joshua  8:35); 
and  “as  long  as  we  were  conversant 
with  them”  means  “as  long  as  we 
went  with  them”  (1  Samuel,  25:15). 
— Luther  A.  Weigle 


the  leadership  of  Dr.  Harry  Den¬ 
man,  executive  secretary. 

“There  is  one  and  only  one  Harry 
Denman,”  Bishop  Smith  said.  “Like 
John  Wesley,  he  knows  little  about 
women  (Denman  is  a  bachelor)  but 
all  about  men  and  his  need  for  sal¬ 
vation.  Some  home  has  been  de- 
p  r  i  v  e  d  of  a  companion,  but  the 
church  and  the  world  have  received 
a  saint  and  a  great  evangelist  for 
no  one  could  be  more  completely 
married  to  his  holy  call  and  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  the  will  of  the  Master  than  is 
our  leader  and  our  friend,  Harry.” 
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Editorial 


*■§ he  Qovernor  Speaks  Out 

CITIZENS  interested  in  better  race  relations  in  Arkansas  will 
not  take  seriously  Governor  Faubus’  statement  in  last  Sun¬ 
day’s  papers  that  85  per  cent  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  are 
opposed  to  integration  in  public  schools.  They  will  take  the  state¬ 
ment  for  just  what  it  is  worth— political  expediency.  This  per¬ 
centage  was  arrived  at,  according  to  the  Governor,  by  a  state-wide 
poll  taken  by  a  professional  pollster.  Pollsters  have  been  right 
and  they  have  been  wrong,  and  we  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  make 
up  their  own  minds  about  the  correctness  of  this  one. 

The  course  of  politics  and  politicians  is  so  sensitive  to  some  is¬ 
sues  and  so  indifferent  to  others.  On  some  subjects  leaders  fear¬ 
lessly  approach  their  duties  with  enthusiasm.  On  other  issues, 
where  leadership  oftentimes  is  so  badly  needed,  leaders  test  the 
direction  of  the  wind  by  poll-taking  before  making  a  statement. 

These  are  days  when  major  adjustments  are  being  made  and 
need  to  be  made.  A  pattern  of  living,  which  now  appears  to  have 
developed  in  some  degree  with  racial  prejudice  and  discrimination, 
is  being  seriously  examined  by  thoughtful  people.  Citizens  need 
leadership,  creative  and  courageous,  dedicated  to  eliminating  a 
maze  of  intolerance  and  misunderstanding,  leadership  that  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  arrive  at  solutions  in  the  light  of  Christian  teachings,  and 
not,  as  Governor  Faubus  says  “a  destiny  that  will  do  no  violence  to 
any  Christian  principle.” 

We  do  not  wish  it  to  appear  that  we  are  singling  out  Governor 
Faubus  for  special  criticism  on  this  count.  We  think  his  strategy 
is  right  in  leaving  this  intricate  problem  to  be  worked  out  as  lo¬ 
cal  conditions  permit.  However,  no  stumbling  blocks  should  be 
placed  in  the  path  of  local  leaders.  They  need  all  the  help  they 
can  get.  Our  main  interest  is  better  race  relations  and  the  end  of 
the  experience  of  racial  prejudice.  And  on  this  point  we  believe 
that  Arkansas  has  come  a  bit  further  along  the  road  than  the 
score  of  the  professional  pollster  would  have  us  believe. 

Methodists  can  help  on, Race  Relations  Sunday,  February  12, 
to  get  at  the  basis  of  this  problem.  Offerings  in  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  received  then  go  to  Philander  Smith  College,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  and  Willey  College,.  Marshall,  Texas,  colleges  which 
are  doing  an  especially  good  piece  of  work  training  leadership 
among  Negroes. 


Second  Report,  Circulation  Campaign 

THE  Area- Wide  Circulation  Campaign  for  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  and  the  Arkansas  Methodist  continues  to  reflect 
continued  support  and  cooperation  by  subscribers,  pastors, 
District  Superintendents  and  District  directors.  Through  last  Sat¬ 
urday  noon  the  report,  as  published  on  pages  8  and  9  of  this  is¬ 
sue  indicates  that  246  pastoral  charges  in  Louisiana  had  reported 
a  total  of  9,181  subscriptions.  Three  more  charges  had  reported 
through  the  second  report  this  year  than  last  year  with  approxi¬ 
mately  the  same  number  of  subscriptions  being  reported.  Three 
Louisiana  districts  have  reached  their  quota,  more  than  ever  be¬ 
fore  in  the  second  report. 

Only  46  charges  in  the  conference  have  not  made  a  report  to 
date  and  with  the  addition  of  these  it  is  quite  likely  that  a  record 
number  of  subscriptions  will  be  recorded.  The  third  and  last  full 
report  will  be  published  next  week  and  will  include  all  subscrip¬ 
tions  through  Saturday  noon,  February  4. 

cghe  cMonth  Of  Cultivation 

IN  the  Church  Attendance  Campaign,  which  covers  the  period 
from  January  1st  through  Easter  Sunday,  February  is  desig¬ 
nated  as  The  Month  of  Cultivation.  .  _ 

The  Attendance  Campaign  has  two  major  objectives.  First,  l 
is  a  time  when  special  effort  is  made  to  have  all  members  of  the 
church  in  regular  attendance  in  the  Sunday  School  and  churc 
services.  This  is  an  objective  worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  t 
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church.  Success  here  opens  wider  the  door  to  progress  in  all  other 
religious  endeavors. 

Nevertheless,  we  all  recognize  that,  we  will  never  bring  in  the 
kingdom  simply  by  conserving  the  membership  of  the  church 
which  we  already  have  and  bringing  these  members  into  an  ac¬ 
tive  relation  to  the  church.  Real  kingdom  progress  means  that  we 
are  reaching  for  Christ  people  who  ard  now  in  the  large  group 
who  have  never  made  a  commitment  of  their  lives  to  Christ  and 
the  church. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  other  major  emphasis  of  The  Church  At¬ 
tendance  Campaign  is  evangelism.  We  have  learned,  in  our  present 
methods  of  evangelism,  that  it  often  requires  time,  careful  plan¬ 
ning  and  religious  cultivation  to  bring  our  prospect  to  the  point 
of  a  sincere,  intelligent  consecration  of  life  to  Christ. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  month  of  February,  in  this  spec¬ 
ial  program,  has  been  planned  as  the  Month  of  Cultivation.  In 
such  a  program  our  interest  in  a  prospect  is  not  confined  to  a  single 
visit  in  the  name  of  the.  church.  We  should,  through  personal  con¬ 
tact,  try  to  bring  the  individual  in  whom  we  are  interested  in 
touch  with  the  church  with  its  message  of  life  its  literature  and 
its  Christian  fellowship  in  order  that  in  heart  and  mind  he  may 
be  prepared  for  facing  seriously  the  hour  of  decision. 

The  results  of  the  evangelistic  feature  of  the  Church  Attend¬ 
ance  Campaign  is  the  best  standard  of  measurement  of  the  success 
of  the  program.  Certainly  the  present  membership  of  the  church 
should  be  brought  to  more  regular  attendance  in  our  services. 
However,  even  that  is  not  an  end  in  itself.  It  is  only  a  means  to 
an  end — that  these  members  may  become  evangels  to  reach  others. 


President  Rejects  d Meaningless 
e Proposal  <d}or  ‘Teace 


PRESIDENT  Eisenhower  has  rejected  the  proposal  of  Bulganin, 
in  a  recent  letter,  that  the  United  States  and  Russia  enter  in¬ 
to  a  twenty-year  friendship  treaty.  The  features  of  the  treaty, 
as  proposed,  are  covered  practically  item  for  item  by  pledges  al¬ 
ready  contained  in  the  United  Nations  Charter  which  both  Russia 
and  the  United  States  signed  years  ago. 

If  Russia  will  not  honor  such  pledges  contained  in  so  impor- 
tant  a  document  as  the  United  Nations  Charter,  why  expect  that  it 
would  honor  similar  pledges  made  directly  between  Russia  and 
the  United  States? 

The  present  world  situation,  in  which  peace  or  war  hangs  in 
such  delicate  balance,  involves  much  more  than  friendly  relation 
between  Russia  and  the  United  States.  In  his  reply  to  Bulganin, 
President  Eisenhower  suggested  four  steps  necessary  to  any  rela 
ing  of 'tension  in  the  world  and  necessary  to  hopes  for  real  world 
peace.  America  cannot  desert  the  rest  of  the  world  for  the  hopes  ot 
a  short-lived  peace  with  Russia. 
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Christian  Education 

CHRISTIAN  WORKERS’ 
SCHOOL  AT  SPRINGFIELD 

On  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wed¬ 
nesday,  January  16,  17  and  18,  a 
very  successful  Christian  Workers’ 
School  was  held  at  the  Springhill 
Methodist  Church.  The  purpose  of 
the  School  was  to  give  intensive 
training  in  the  work  of  the  Church 
School. 

The  Methodist  Churches  at 
Shongaloo  and  White  Hall  as  well 
as  the  Cotton  Valley  Methodist 
Church  cooperated  in  the  School. 
Sixty-three  people  attended  the 
school  and  forty-seven  received 
certificates  of  recognition. 

The  faculty  was  made  up  of  in¬ 
structors  from  the  immediate  area. 
Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  of  Centenary 
College,  taught  the  course  “Under¬ 
standing  Youth.”  Rev.  Beverly  E. 
Bond,  of  the  North  Highlands 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
taught  the  course,  “Adult  Work  In 
The  Church  School.”  Miss  Ann  Fox, 
Director  of  Religious  Education  of 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  taught  the  course,  “Planning 
For  Children  In  The  Church 
School.” 

Rev.  Frank  C.  Tucker,  Jr.,  was 
dean  of  the  School  and  Rev.  Paul 
Cassels  was  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Managers.  At  the  concluding  ses¬ 
sion,  plans  were  made  for  a  similar 
school  to  be  held  in  January  of 
1957. — Reporter. 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  COACHING 
CONFERENCE 

The  Little  Rock  Vacation  School 
Coaching  Conference  will  be  held 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  February  21-22.  This  is  the 
Coaching  Conference  for  the  district 
teams,  who  will  return  to  their  own 
districts  and  conduct  Vacation 
Church  Institutes  for  the  local 
churches  during  the  week  of  April 
16th.  The  Coaching  Conference  will 
begin  at  1:00  o’clock  on  Tuesday 
the  21st,  and  will  dismiss  at  12:00 
o’clock  on  the  22nd. 

The  following  outstanding  chil¬ 
dren’s  workers  will  give  leadership 
for  the  Conference: 

Nursery,  Miss  Evelyn  Briant; 
Kindergarten,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Wooten; 
Primary,  Mrs.  John  Hefley;  Junior, 
Mrs.  Leslie  Thompson  assisted  by 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Spitze. 

The  textbooks  that  will  be  used 
in  the  conference  this  next  year  will 
be: 

Nursery,  “Religious  Nurture  In 
Church  and  Home,”  Lloyd. 

Kindergarten,  “My  Home  and 
Family,”  Roorbach,  or  “My  Family 
and  My  Friends,”  Odell. 

Primary,  “Love  One  Another,” 
McDowell  or,  “Friends  At  Home  and 
In  The  Community,”  Eddy. 

Junior,  “Living  and  Working  To¬ 
gether  As  Christians,”  Kelsey. 

Churches  are  urged  to  obtain 
textbooks  and  let  workers  begin 
preparation  early.  —  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Bates. 


Some  people  who  say  “Our  Fath¬ 
er”  on  Sunday  go  around  the  rest 
of  the  week  acting  like  orphans. — 
Rev.  Marvin  B.  Kober,  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 
By  Ira  A.  Brumley 
North  Arkansas  at  COYSA 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
had  a  delegation  of  eight  attending 
the  Conference  on  Summer  Youth 
Activities  at  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  Texas,  January  24-27. 
They  are  as  follows:  Pryor  R.  Cruce, 
Newport;  B.  Vernon  Dennis,  Bay; 
James  Beal,  Imboden;  William 
Hightower,  Searcy;  Earl  Hughes, 
Fort  Smith;  D.  P.  Remaley,  Sulphur 
Springs;  William  Wilder,  Lincoln; 
and  Worth  W.  Gibson,  Gentry. 
These  persons  will  be  given  leader¬ 
ship  in  camping  program  during 
the  summer  months. 


Adult  Convocation 

Adult  leaders  from  various  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  will  meet  in  Little  Rock  at 
10:00  a.m.  on  February  3,  to  discuss 
the  possibility  of  an  adult  convoca¬ 
tion  to  be  held  sometime  next  fall 
or  winter.  A  number  of  adult  lead¬ 
ers  have  been  invited  to  take  part 
in  this  meeting. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Martin  and  Dr. 
M.  Leo  Rippy  are  to  be  with  us  in 
this  planning  session. 


Marked  Tree  School  Postponed 

The  weather  conditions  last  week 
made  it  necessary  to  postpone  the 
Marked  Tree  Area  Training  School. 
This  school  is  to  be  held  at  the  ear¬ 
liest  possible  date  in  which  the  in¬ 
structors  can  be  in  the  school. 


If  happiness  could  be  bought  most 
of  us  would  be  unhappy  because  of 
the  price. — Earl  Riney,  Church  Mgt. 


Children's  Workers'  Conference 

There  has  gone  out  to  the  various 
pastors  an  information  sheet  con¬ 
cerning  the  Children’s  Workers’ 


Conference  to  be  held  in  First 
Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith, 
March  6-8.*Even  though  this  infor- 
"mation  has  just  gone  out,  we  are  al¬ 
ready  receiving  applications  for 
places  in  the  meeting. 

Fort  Smith  churches  are  provid¬ 
ing  bed  and  breakfast  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  delegates.  The  first  hundred 
making  application  will  be  included 
in  this  plan. 

We  have  recently  had  an  appli¬ 
cation  from  a  minister  and  a  re¬ 
quest  for  six  enrollment  cards.  This 
is  a  circuit  charge. 

Persons  desiring  to  be  included 
will  need  to  make  application  at  an 
early  date. 


New  Certifications 

Rev.  John  S.  Workman  of  Cabot 
has  recently  been  certified  for  the 
first  and  second  series  courses  on 
Home  and  Church  Working  Togeth¬ 
er. 

Rev.  D.  P.  Remaley  of  Sulphur 
Springs  has  recently  been  certified 
on  Christian  Education  in  the  Local 
Church  (second  series);  and  on  Ed¬ 
ucational  Work  of  the  Small  Church 
(first  series). 

Rev.  Pryor  R.  Cruce  of  Newport 
and  Rev.  William  M.  Wilder  of  Lin¬ 
coln  have  recently  been  certified  for 
the  course  on  The  Christian  Mission 
in  a  Revolutionary  World. 


Music  is  more  than  an  art.  It 
is  a  symbol  of  the  wedding  of  dif¬ 
ferent  and  divergent  elements  into 
a  new  unit  and,  therefore,  a  model 
for  the  greatest  need  of  our  time, 
the  task  of  creation  without  de¬ 
struction. — Yehudi  Menuhin,  “Music 
— A  Doorway  to  Happiness.”  Par¬ 
ents’  Mag. 


Fifth  Annual  Statewide  Circulation  Campaign 


Serving  The  One  Hundred  And  Twelve  Thousand  Methodists 

of  Louisiana  Methodism 


Third  Report 


The  third  report  by  churches  and  districts  of  the  re¬ 
sults  of /the  Circulation  Campaign  will  be  published  in  next 
week’s  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST.  The  report 
will  include  all  pastors’  reports  reaching  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  office  by  Saturday  noon,  February  4. 


Follow-Up  Work  and  Reports 

Many  churches  which  have  already  reported  will 
make  additional  reports  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
office  of  follow-up  work  of  securing  renewals  and  new  sub¬ 
scriptions  which  were  not  obtained  during  the  first  week 
of  the  campaign,  January  8-15.  Results  of  these  supple¬ 
mental  reports  will  be  published  in  the  Circulation  Cam¬ 
paign  reports  each  week  in  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


Remember,  An  Informed  Methodist  Is  An  Active  Methodist! 


Keep  INFORMED  concerning  the  work  of  Methodism  and 
organized  religion  at  home  and  abroad.  THE  LOUISIANA 


METHODIST  is  the  channel  through  which  information  about 
the  church  at  work  reaches  you,  your  church,  and  your  home. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


OUR  BIRTHRIGHT 

What  does  the  word  birthright  mean  to  us?  The  definition  I  read 
is:  “Right  by  birth;  a  privilege  or  possession  into  which  one  is  born.” 

And  what  rights  do  we  have  at  birth?  When  we  hear  so  many  clam¬ 
oring  for  their  rights  without  giving  thought  to  their  duties,  some  per¬ 
sons  I  know  feel  inclined  to  the  view  that  rights 
are  only  privileges  conferred  by  society  on  those  who 
earn  them.  And  certainly  we  cannot  stress  strongly 
enough  the  truth  that  rights  involve  duties  and  ob¬ 
ligations. 

Nevertheless,  can  we  deny  that  there  are  cer- 1 
tain  divine  rights  which  are  ours  at  birth?  The  child 
is  born  into  the  world  not  by  its  own  request.  God  and 
the  parents  who  cooperate  with  Him  in  creating  the 
child  are  responsible  for  its  coming.  Less  than  human 
would  be  the  parents  who,  having  brought  a  child 
into  the  world,  did  not  feel  concerned  to  take  care  of 
it  during  its  helplessness. 

And  Jesus  pictured  God  as  a  Heavenly  Father  more  eager  than 
earthly  parents  to  give  good  things  to  His  children.  Therefore,  natural 
instinct,  confirmed  and  heightened  by  Christian  teaching,  makes  us  res¬ 
pond  to  the  rightful  claim  of  children  for  the  care  necessary  to  launch 
them  out  of  the  harbor  of  infancy  into  the  stream  of  life  where  they  can 
sail  under  their  own  power.  Thus  every  child  has  a  birthright. 

The  world  does  not  owe  every  child  a  living,  but  it  does  owe  it  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  things  by  which  life  can  be  lived.  That  is  the  child’s  birth¬ 
right.  Forty-two  years  ago  Dr.  Richard  Cabot  wrote  a  book  in  which  he 
lists  four  things  as  the  factors  by  which  men  live. 

The  first  is  work.  When  the  author  says  work  is  one  of  the  things 
men  live  by,  he  does  not  mean  merely  that  we  have  to  work  to  support 
ourselves.  He  is  saying  rather  that  without  work  we  do  not  really  live. 
We  live  to  work  even  more  truly  than  we  work  to  live.  Human  ener¬ 
gies  turn  in  on  themselves  destructively  if  they  have  nothing  to  work 


on.  One  of  my  most  interesting  friends  is  a  man  of  leisure,  who  prob¬ 
ably  has  never  held  a  paid  position  in  his  life.  But  he  is  not  content 
to  be  idle  and  useless.  He  is  ever  helping  his  friends,  looking  up  use¬ 
ful  information,  doing  unusual  things.  The  desire  to  be  of  use,  to  find 
one’s  place  in  the  world’s  economy,  is  a  part  of  our  native  endowment; 
and  the  person  who  is  denied  it  is  being  deprived  of  part  of  his  birth¬ 
right. 

The  second  thing  by  which  we  live  is  play.  The  right  to  play  is  part 
of  a  child’s  birthright.  The  child  who  has  no  place  to  play  is  being  de¬ 
prived  of  his  God-given  right.  The  child  who  has  no  one  to  play  with 
is  being  stunted  in  his  development.  The  child  with  no  guidance  in  play 
will  likely  fall  into  habits  of  willfulness  and  wastefulness  which  will 
handicap  his  future. 

And  now  along  with  work  and  play,  there  is  a  third  thing  men 
live  by.  That  is  love.  We  are  made  for  love,  and  without  it  we  are  de¬ 
prived  of  our  birthright. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  a  child  born  into  a  home  which  denies  it 
love.  Try  to  imagine  a  little  girl  smiling  up  into  her  mother’s  face  only 
to  be  met  with  a  cold  stare.  Try  to  imagine  a  little  fellow  reaching  out 
his  arms  trustingly  to  a  father  who  turns  away  and  lets  him  fall.  To 
be  loved  is  part  of  a  child’s  birthright. 

The  fourth  and  last  of  the  things  men  live  by  is  worship.  We  can¬ 
not  put  the  whole  of  ourselves  into  our  work  and  our  play  and  our  love. 
A  child  has  a  right  to  that  larger  fellowship  with  God.  A  child  takes  to 
religion  naturally,  and  to  coop  him  up  in  a  little  earthly  cage  of  mater¬ 
ial  things  is  to  clip  his  wings. 

I  know  a  little  girl  who  goes  each  Sunday  morning  to  Sunday  school. 
She  calls  it  “sunny  school.”  As  her  grandfather,  of  course  I  think  she 
helps  to  make  it  a  “sunny  school.”  And  religion,  when  properly  taught, 
serves  to  furnish  the  sunshine  for  healthy  growth. 

One  of  our  most  discussed  questions  is  whether  religion  can  be  taught 
in  our  public  schools.  Certainly  we  must  keep  public  education  free 
from  any  sectarian  influence.  But  surely  our  three  great  faiths,  Pro¬ 
testant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish,  can  agree  on  some  basic  funda¬ 
mentals  common  to  all. 

Our  social  welfare  rests  on  moral  and  spiritual  values.  These  belong 
to  our  children’s  birthright. 
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THE  DAY  TO  CHOOSE 

The  Jews  had  achieved  their  goal  of  the 
past  generations.  Moses  the  powerful  willed 
leader  had  led  them  through  the  heart-break¬ 
ing  years  of  the  wilderness  wanderings  up  into 
the  “Promised  Land.”  Then  they  had  made  their 
position  secure,  even  though  Moses  had  not  been 
permitted  by  the  will  of  God  to  set  foot  on  the 
newly-acquired  land.  Joshua,  one  of  Moses 
trusted  assistants,  had  taken  charge  and  had  led 
the  Jews  into  the  land,  and  had  attended  to  the 
details  of  assigning  areas  to  the  several  tribes. 

The  purifying  years  of  the  wanderings  un¬ 
der  the  visible  leadership  of  God  were  past. 
Already  the  Jev/s  were  enjoying  their  new 
land.  The  heathen  who  had  remained  under 
sufferance  of  the  Jews  were  trying  to  be  friend¬ 
ly.  It  was  not  long  before  intermarriage  be¬ 
tween  Jew  and  non-Jew  became  a  popular  cus¬ 
tom.  With  it  went  the  idea  that  worship  of  the 
one  true  God  was  not  nearly  as  important  as 
some  of  the  “old  folks”  had  said.  After  all,  tri¬ 
bal  gods  were  pretty  good  themselves.  The  Ten 
Commandments,  dealing  largely  with  Jehovah 
and  His  laws  were  pretty  well  out  of  the  date  by 
now.  Someone  must  have  come  up  with  a  new 
set  of  “Freedoms”,  which  may  have  included 
Freedom  from  Worship,  so  the  Jews  were  not 
too  much  worried  about  Jehovah  and  His  rules 
of  conduct. 

About  this  time  Joshua,  a  military  leader 
and  a  layman,  saw  the  evils  in  store  for  the 
Jews  if  they  continued  their  ways.  Calling  the 
people  together,  he  told  them  how  God  had 
blessed  them.  He  also  told  them  what  God  would 
demand  of  them  in  obedience.  Then  he  laid  be¬ 
fore  his  people  this  ringing  call;  “Choose  this 
day  whom  you  will  serve  .  .  .”  He  didn’t  tell 
them  to  wait  until  Sunday  and  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  at  the  Church  service.  That  would  be  fine, 
but  it  couldn’t  wait  in  this  case.  He  did  not 
even  tell  them  to  wait  until  the  pastor  made 
his  regular  call,  to  tell  him  then.  Time  was 
wasting.  “Choose  you  this  day.” 

Here  was  a  layman  who  had  the  courage 
to  stand  up  and  be  counted.  We  talk  a  lot  about 
“separating  the  men  from  the  boys”  but  we  al¬ 
ways  want  it  done  in  the  next  county,  or  in  the 
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WE  ENTER  THE  AGE  OF  AUTOMATION 

It  used  to  be  said  that  the  ultimate  objec¬ 
tive  of  the  ward  politician  was  to  get  every 
voter  of  the  ward  on  some  governmental  pay¬ 
roll-local,  state  or  national.  Then,  the  politi¬ 
cian  was  said  to  reason,  he  will  not  lack  for 
faithful  henchmen  to  keep  him  in  power  .  .  . 

But  it  seems  to  be  the  leaders  of  industry 
who  are  dreaming  big  dreams  today.  They  en¬ 
vision  a  day  when  all  physical  labor  will  be 
done  by  some  machine,  robot  or  gadget.  They 
see  all  physical  labor  lifted  from  men  and  done 
faster  (and  incidentally,  more  cheaply)  by  ma¬ 
chinery.  The  old  hod-carrier  is  no  more:  the 
crane,  the  hoist,  and  the  elevators  have  replac¬ 
ed  him.  So,  the  dream  goes,  the  push-button, 
the  lever,  the  electronic  eye,  and  atomic  power, 
will  do  the  labor  of  the  world.  The  next  step 
beyond  that— thinking  and  willing  by  machine— 
is  already  being  taken. 

As  we  note,  leaders  of  industry  see  great 
progress  here.  But  the  man  who  must  earn  his 
daily  bread  by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  by  his 
brawn,  by  the  skill  and  craft  that  comes  from 
the  harmonious  cooperation  of  mind  and  muscle, 
is  not  so  sure  that  “automation”  holds  too  great 
promise  for  his  future.  There  is  always  the  dan¬ 
ger  that  the  machine — doing  the  work  of  20  or 
100  men— will  throw  20  or  100  men  out  of  work. 
For  the  moment,  at  least,  this  does  not  seem 
likely:  we  are  at  but  the  beginning  of  the  “ma¬ 
chine  age”;  industry  is  still  far  from  its  “peak;” 
everything  is  growing,  expanding;  and  the 
crafts  that  need  men,  skilled  and  unskilled,  are 
still  numerous.  Yet  sometime  ahead  the  satura¬ 
tion  point  must  be  reached.  Not  forever  will 
“other  industries”  absorb  and  give  new  jobs  to 
the  29  “thrown  out”  of  one  employment  when 


Baptist  or  the  Presbyterian  Church  instead  of 
in  the  Methodist  Church.  Let  it  be  done  in  Ohio 
or  in  California,  but  let’s  not  do  it  in  Arkansas 
or  Louisiana.  It  might  drive  some  people  from 
the  church.  If  the  good  year  1956  will  speak  to 
us,  let  us  try  to  hear  the  words  each  day, 
“Choose  you  this  day  whom  you  will  serve.” 
Then  let  us  unite  in  saying  with  old  Father  Jos¬ 
hua,  “As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve 
the  Lord.” 


a  one-man  machine  takes  the  place  of  30  work¬ 
ers.  __ 

There  are  many  social  implications  and 
many  social  problems  that  will  have  to  be 
watched  as  we  go  into  “the  age  of  automation.” 
It  was  automation’s  cousin,  “technocracy,”  that 
was  blamed  for  the  economic  debacle  of  the 
1930’s:  some  say  only  the  war  pulled  us  out  of 
that — and  we  are  still  living  in  a  post-war  delu¬ 
sion  of  “recovery.”  Others  point  to  rural  areas 
depopulated  by  farm  machinery,  and  resultant 
over-crowding  into  cities  and  into  industries. 
That  as  it  may,  the  development  of  automation 
needs  to  be  watched  and  certain  social-moral 
questions  raised.  The  church,  especially,  needs 
to  raise  some  questions. 

What,  after  all,  is  the  purpose  of  work?  Is 
it  the  making  of  more  and  yet  more  things?  Or 
is  physical  labor  (and  “steady  employment”) 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  man’s  intellec¬ 
tual  and  spiritual  goals? 

What  does  society  and-or  industry  owe  to 
the  man  “thrown  out”  of  a  job  by  a  machine, 
and  unable  to  adjust  to  other  employment?  (In 
a  noted  case  some  years  ago,  in  New  York, 
some  scores  of  garment  workers  were  thrown 
out  of  employment  by  the  invention  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  sewing  machine.  A  court  ruled  that  the 
income  accruing  from  the  machines  should  be 
used  to  help  support  these  men  for  some  two 
years  or  until  they  found  employment.) 

Fifty  years  ago  boys  could  go  to  work  about 
12  years  of  age  in  most  states.  Now  it  is  nearer 
18.  “Boys  who  must  stay  in  school  when  they 
don’t  want  to  often  become  delinquents,”  it  has 
been  said.  But  it  is  worth  remembering  the 
adult  problems  and  early  death  that  came  to 
many.  Read  Charles  Dickens  re  the  factory  boys 
in  England;  or*"American  accounts  of  the  boys 
and  men  in  our  own  coal  mines. 

And  what  are  men  going  to  do  with  the 
shorter  and  less  tiring  hours  of  work  that  will 
come?  With  more  leisure  time  will  there  be 
more  social  problems:  more  auto  fatalities,  more 
use  of  liquor,  more  laziness,  more  sin?  I  don’t 
know.  But  it  looks  like  a  bigger  job  of  education 
and  adjustment  and  understanding,  requiring 
all  the  skills  and  techniques  and  services  that 
can  be  mustered  by  home,  school  and  church- 
A  changed  economy  will  demand  a  changed  so¬ 
cial  and  religious  ministry. 


The  New  Testament  gospels,  printed  as  il¬ 
lustrated  magazines  are  reported  to  being  favor¬ 
ably  received  in  West  Germany.  The  four  gospels 
and  Acts  have  now  been  issued  and  900,000  copies 
were  produced  in  1954.  The  same  illustrations 
have  been  used  as  for  the  English,  French,  Dutch, 
Malayan,  Portuguese,  Spanish,  Korean,  and 
Japanese  editions. 
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Clergymen ,  In  Brotherhood  Week 
Message 9  Urge  National  Unity 


New  York — (RNS)  —  Pleas  that 
Americans  work  together  in  a  spirit 
of  national  unity  marked  messages 
for  Brotherhood  Week  issued  here 
by  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Jewish  clergymen  serving  as  co- 
chairmen  of  religious  organizational 
activity  in  connection  with  the  ob¬ 
servance. 

Brotherhood  Week  will  be.  ob- 

Exhibition  Points  Up 
Deep  Faith  Of 
Founding  Fathers 

New  York — (RNS) — An  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  early  Americana  at  the 
Building  for  Brotherhood  here 
points  up  the  deep  reliance  the  na¬ 
tion’s  founders  placed  on  divine 
help  and  guidance  and  their  will¬ 
ingness  to  publicly  proclaim  their 
faith. 

The  exhibit,  which  will  continue 
through  Jan.  28,  is  sponsored  joint¬ 
ly  by  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  and  the  Morris 
Morgenstern  Foundation. 

One  of  the  featured  items  is  a 
reproduction  of  the  white  and  gold 
silk  “Pine  Tree  Flag”  flown  by  the 
six  cruisers  known  as  “Washing¬ 
ton’s  Navy.”  The  flag  carries  the 
simple  inscription,  “Appeal  to 
Heaven.” 

A  leatherbound  book  printed  at 
Boston  in  1777  contains  a  sermon 
delivered  at  the  first  Fourth  of  July 
celebration  ever  held.  The  preface 
discloses  that  members  of  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  House  of  Representatives 
requested  the  sermon  and  voted  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  minister 
afterwards  and  convey  their  official 
thanks.  He  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Gordon.  He  chose  for  his  topic 
“The  Separation  of  the  Jewish 
Tribes  in  the  Time  of  Rehoboam.” 

A  reproduction  of  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son’s  personal  letter  seal  on  display 
carries  the  words,  “Rebellion  To 
Tyrants  Is  Obedience  To  God.”  He, 
Benjamin  Franklin  and  John  Adams 
proposed  the  inscription  for  the 
Seal  of  the  United  States. 

Also  on  exhibition  are  the  letters 
exchanged  between  George  Wash¬ 
ington  and  the  Congregation  of 
Touro  Synagogue,  Newport,  R.  I. 
In  his  famous  reply  tc  greetings 
from  the  “Children  of  the  Stock  of 
Abraham”  when  he  took  office  as 
President,  Washington  went  on  rec¬ 
ord  concerning  his  belief  in  God  and 
immortality. 

He  concluded  his  letter:  “May  the 
Father  of  all  mercies  scatter  light 
and  not  darkness  in  our  paths  and 
make  us  all  in  our  several  vocations 
useful  here  and  in  His  own  due  time 
and  way  everlastingly  happy.” 

A  full  scale  reproduction  of  the 
Liberty  Bell  in  Independence  Hall, 
Philadelphia,  showed  some  sur¬ 
prised  viewers  that  the  inscription, 
“proclaim  liberty  throughout  the 
land  unto  all  the  inhabitants  there¬ 
of”  is  not  a  patriotic  slogan  but  a 
quotation  from  Leviticus.  Isaac 
Norris,  speaker  of  the  Provincial 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  ordered 
the  bell  from  England  and  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  chosen  the  verse  from 
the  Old  Testament. 

Also  in  the  exhibit  are  church 
vessels  dating  back  to  the  1660s,  a 
reproduction  of  the  Bay  State  Psalm 
Book  printed  at  Cambridge,  Mass, 
m  1640,  the  first  book  printed  in 
English  in  the  colonies;  and  the  first 
Prayer  book  for  Jewish  Holy  Days 
Printed  here.  The  date  is  1761. 
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served  Feb.  19-26  under  the  auspices 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews. 

The  co-chairmen  named  by  the 
NCCJ  commission  on  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  are  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sock- 
man,  minister  of  Christ  church 
(Methodist),  New  York;  Msgr.  Ed¬ 
ward  G.  Murray,  pastor  of  Sacred 
Heart  R.C.  church,  Roslindale, 
Mass.;  and  Rabbi  Abba  Hillel  Silver 
of  The  Temple,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

“Not  only  America  but  the  world 
watches  the  growth  of  the  fraternal 
spirit  as  fostered  by  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,” 
Dr.  Sockman  said.  “The  impact  of 
this  work  is  being  felt  in  every  area 
of  business  and  social  life. 

Msgr.  Murray  said  that  “plural¬ 
ism  is  basic  to  the  pattern  of  our 
lives  in  this  land.” 

Rabbi  Silver  emphasized  that  our 
age  “needs  the  strengthening  of 
every  bond  of  unity  to  counteract 
the  powerful  economic  and  political 
forces  which  are  operating  in  the 
world  today  which  cause  division, 
dissension  and  mistrust.” 

President  Eisenhower  is  honorary 
chairman  of  Brotherhood  Week. 
Harvey  S.  Firestone  Jr.,  board 
chairman  of  the  Firestone  Tire  & 


More  than  4,100,000  Cub  Scouts, 
Boy  Scouts,  Explorers,  and  adult 
leaders  throughout  the  nation  will 
observe  Boy  Scout  Week,  February 
6  to  12,  marking  the  46th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Since  1910,  Scouting  has  served 
over  24,500,000  boys  and  adult  lead¬ 
ers. 

The  new  Four- Year  Program, 
“Onward  for  God  and  My  Country,” 
is  launched  in  1956  to  help  prepare 


Religious  Clauses 
In  Egypt's 
New  Constitution 

Cairo — (RNS) — Following  are  the 
clauses  pertaining  to  religion  in 
Egypt’s  new  constitution: 

Preamble:  “We,  the  Egyptian 

people  .  .  .  assured  of  freedom  of 
thought  and  worship  in  an  atmos¬ 
phere  where  there  are  no  dictates 
save  those  of  conscience  and  rea¬ 
son  .  .  .” 

Article  3:  “Islam  is  the  religion 
of  the  State  and  Arabic  is  its  of¬ 
ficial  language.” 

Article  5:  “The  State  guarantees 
liberty,  security,  safety  and  equality 
of  opportunity  for  all  Egyptians.” 

Article  6:  “The  family  is  the 
fundamental  unit  in  society  and  its 
basic  constituents  are  religion, 
morality  and  patriotism.” 

Article  31:  “Equality  of  all 
Egyptians  is  established  by  law. 
They  are  equal  in  respect  of  rights 
and  obligations  without  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  account  of  race,  origin, 
language,  religion  or  creed.” 

Article  43:  “Freedom  of  worship 


Rubber  Co.,  is  national  chairman. 
Louis  B.  Seltzer,  editor  of  the  Cleve¬ 
land  (O.)  Press,  is  vice-chairman. 

Brotherhood  Week  has  been  ob¬ 
served  annually  since  1934. 


America’s  boys  to  live  in  today’s 
world  and  to  prepare  them  to  carry 
their  full  share  in  the  years  ahead. 

Boy  Scout  Week  observances  will 
feature  rededication  ceremonies  to 
be  conducted  by  each  of  the  nation’s 
104,000  units  at  their  meeting  places 
on  February  8,  the  actual  birthday 
of  Scouting  in  America.  Demonstra¬ 
tions  and  exhibits  will  dramatize 
the  purposes  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  and  its  rich  heritage. 


Methodists  Spend 
Big  Sum  On 
New  Buildings 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.— (RNS)— 
The  Methodist  Church  has  spent 
$298,171,817  in  the  past  three 
years  to  build  churches  and  par¬ 
sonages  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  B.  P.  Murphy  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  the  denomination’s  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  church  exten¬ 
sion,  told  the  annual  meeting  of 
its  Board  of  Missions  here  that 
this  sum  was  about  one-third  the 
total  raised  by  The  Methodist 
Church  for  all  purposes. 

The  value  of  all  local  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  property  in  the 
United  States  in  1940  was  $676,- 
578,884,  Dr.  Murphy  said.  In  1953 
it  had  increased  to  $1,857,497,791 
— almost  three-fold.  The  indebt¬ 
edness  on  the  property  was  $59,- 
791,413  in  1940  and  only  $82,318,- 
462  in  1953. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year,  Dr. 
Murphy  reported,  the  board 
granted  $1,199,446  in  donations 
toward  610  building  projects  for 
new  congregations;  and  made 
loans  of  $1,663,366  to  assist  con¬ 
gregations  in  361  building  proj¬ 
ects. 


is  unrestricted.  The  State  guarantees 
free  religious  practices  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  established  usage  in 
Egypt  providing  this  does  not  con¬ 
flict  with  public  order  and  moral¬ 
ity.” 


Ministers  Asked  To 
Preach  Safety  Gospel 

Montgomery,  Ala. — (RNS)  —  A 
plea  to  local  ministers  to  “preach  the 
gospel  of  safety”  was  made  by  a 
state  highway  officer. 

Harry  B.  Cargile  of  the  state  safe¬ 
ty  education  department  urged  the 
clergymen  to  help  in  the  fight 
against  traffic  deaths. 

“We  simply  can’t  seem  to  cope 
with  a  situation  in  which  people  ig¬ 
nore  not  only  the  laws  but  the  rules 
of  safety,”  he  said.  “The  highway 
patrol  and  police  are  doing  every¬ 
thing  possible.  Maybe  ministers  and 
civic  club  leaders  can  try  to  impress 
the  people,  or  maybe  the  figures 
themselves  will  show  them  the 
slaughter. 

“At  least,  I  think  it  would  help  if 
the  ministers  urged  safety.” 


Washington  Officials  Still 
Hopeful  On  Religious  Census 

Washington,  D.  C.  —  (RNS)  —  A 
spokesman  for  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  said  the  idea  of  a  1957  census 
of  religious  bodies  is  very  much 
alive  even  though  no  provision  was 
made  for  it  in  the  fiscal  budget  now 
before  Congress. 

Walter  Kehres,  deputy  director  of 
the  bureau,  said  the  request  for 
funds  for  a  religious  census  might 
be  included  in  supplemental  budget 
proposals  later  this  year. 

Meetings  are  now  being  held  here 
by  top  administrators  of  the  Census 
and  Budget  Bureaus  to  discuss  the 
various  counts  to  be  made  by  the 
federal  government  in  the  next  sev¬ 
eral  years.  The  proposed  religious 
census  is  one  of  the  items  under 
consideration. 

Many  church  groups  have  urged 
the  government  to  undertake  the  re¬ 
ligious  census  because  it  would  pro¬ 
duce  worthwhile  information.  The 
last  census  of  religious  bodies  was 
taken  in  1936. 


Boy  Scouts  Mark  46th  Birthday 
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Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1181 

Amity  Ct.,  Bobby  Dale  Orr  . ^ 

Arkadelphia  Ct.,  Robert  Langley 
Arkadelphia,  First  Church, 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 


St.  Andrew,  Clint  Burleson 


Fountain  Lake,  J.  W.  Carnell 
Friendship  Ct.,  Robert  Irwin 


HOT  SPRINGS  CT.,  Coleman  Akin  . 


Oaklawn-Morning  Star,  Harry 

Weed  . 

Pullman  Heights-Bethlehem, 


Tigert  Memorial,  Robt.  S.  Beasley 
Malvern,  First  Ch.,  Rufus  Sorrells  ... 
Keith  Memorial,  Irl  S.  Lancaster 
St.  Paul,  Harold  Davis  . 


Murfreesboro,  Omma  L.  Daniel 


Rockport  Ct.,  P.  D.  Alston  . . 

Shorewood  Hills,  B.  Howard  Cox 
Sparkman-Sardis,  Orrie  Thompson.. 
TOTALS  . 


10 

14 

1 

25 

8 

24 

32 

46 

60 

4 

110” 

23 

22 

45*5 

7 

17 

24** 

2 

26 

28 

1 

46 

4 

51*2 

4 

6 

10** 

8 

19 

27* 

27 

33 

2 

62*3 

10 

51 

61** 

1 

6 

7 

9 

150 

159** 

11 

100 

4 

115** 

13 

44 

57 

5 

41 

2 

V  48 

3 

17 

20** 

9 

42 

51 

10 

36 

"i 

47** 

22 

22** 

6 

25 

31** 

15 

37 

52** 

13 

53 

66** 

11 

3 

14** 

5 

19 

24** 

12 

12 

2 

26** 

11 

9 

20* 

3 

37 

40** 

305 

949 

20 

1274** 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Quota  1945 


Buckner  Ct., 


Calion-Quinn,  S.  B.  Mann  . . 

Camden,  Fairview,  M.  W.  Miller 
Chidester  Ct.,  Gerald  K.  Fincher 


EL  DORADO 

First  Church,  Cecil  R.  Culver  .. 
St.  Luke,  W.  S.  Cazort  . 


Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris 


Junction  City, 


Magnolia,  First  Church,  C.  Ray 

Hozendorf  . 

Jackson  Street,  J.  L.  Tucker 
Marysville-Fredonia,  C.  E. 

Lawrence  . 


Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove, 


Stephen’s,  Bryan  Stephens 

_  .  .  rr  TP1U«».+  TJ  To' 


Taylor  Ct.,  R.  M.  Cram 
Timothy-Westsido,  H.  R.  Nabors 


Village  Ct.,  E  T.  McAfee  ..... 
Waldo-Willisville,  Raymond  L. 

Diffee  . 

TOTALS  . 


HOPE  DISTRICT— Quota  1313 


4 

30 

34** 

2 

33 

1 

36** 

9 

33 

42 

7 

14 

21* 

3 

36 

39*2 

8 

178 

186*2 

..  11 

31 

1 

43 

4 

47 

51 

1007 

1007*3 

..  16 

64 

80*5 

..  38 

83 

121** 

1 

1 

2 

15 

17* 

8 

26 

34 

4 

50 

54** 

5 

60 

65** 

..  5 

25 

30 

2 

1 

3 

518 

518*3 

...  12 

44 

2 

53** 

9 

36 

45** 

.  12 

60 

72*3 

2 

62 

64** 

..  21 

60 

1 

82** 

6 

53 

2 

61** 

..  13 

41 

54** 

5 

34 

39 

..  32 

30 

62** 

10 

34 

44*2 

nn  3 

36 

1 

40** 

..  13 

39 

52* 

..  11 

58 

69** 

..  277 

2839 

8 

3124** 

Center  Point  Ct„  D.  W.  Harberson. 
DeQueen,  Alfred  I.  Doss  . 


Foreman,  6.  W.  Hoover 


Hope,  Virgil  D.  Keeley 


Mena,  Kirvin  A.  Hale  .  • 

Mineral  Springs  Ct.,  Woodrow  Smith 


Rondo  Ct.,  Clyde  Swift 

Springhill  Ct.,  H.  A.  F.  Ault  . 

TEXARKANA— College  Hill,  How¬ 
ard  Williams  . 

Fairview,  H.  D.  Ginther  . 


Washington  Ct., 


TOTALS 


2 

63 

65** 

3 

14 

17 

10 

36 

46** 

,  7 

18 

25* 

13 

52 

1 

66** 

15 

30 

45** 

9 

17 

26 

13 

63 

76** 

24 

24 

5 

7 

12*2 

12 

10 

22 

19 

165 

184** 

9 

18 

27 

13 

27 

40** 

13 

74 

87** 

7 

20 

5 

32** 

6 

61 

3 

70** 

8 

62 

4 

74** 

5 

18 

1 

24*» 

7 

20 

4 

31 

9 

49 

58** 

24 

24 

'  i 

49** 

5 

28 

33 

20 

46 

66** 

6 

14 

20** 

38 

118 

6 

162** 

7 

18 

3 

28** 

1 

2 

3 

286 

1098 

28 

1412** 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Quota  2494 

Austin  Ct.,  L.  C.  Beasley  . 

Bauxite,  C.  W.  Good  ........ 

Benton,  First  Church,  J.  R.  Clayton 
Parkview,  Joe  R.  Phillips 
Bethel-Pride  Valley,  Ernest  Nipper 

Bethlehem  Ct.,  J.  R.  Martin  . 

Bryant,  Harold  K.  Davis  . 

Carlisle,  O.  E.  Holmes  . 

Carlisle  Ct.,  Joe  White  . 

Des  Arc,  W.  Roy  Jordan  . 

Douglasville,  W.  H.  Sanders  . 

Geyer  Springs,  Robt.  V/.  Triesch- 

mann  . 

Hazen,  Doyle  T.  Rowe  . •  •••• 

Hickory  Plains  Ct.,  Eugene  Gilliam 
LITTLE  ROCK 

Asbury,  J.  C.  English  . . 

Capitol  View,  Geo.  E.  Reutz  . 

First  Church,  Aubrey  G.  Walton 
Henderson,  H.  R.  Holland  . 


6 

25 

31 

2 

36 

38* 

19 

95 

2 

116** 

5 

13 

18 

6 

10 

1 

17** 

3 

19 

22 

4 

*  10 

14 

5 

35 

2 

42 

12 

12 

13 

15 

28 

16 

9 

25  % 

15 

6 

21* 

9 

44 

53** 

1 

7 

8 

7 

53 

6 

66 

1 

33 

34 

11 

1180 

1191*3 

30 

31 

4 

65 

Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin  . . 

Hunter  Memorial,  Fred  L.  Arnold 

Markham  St.,  John  Williams  . 

Oak  Forest,  George  G.  Meyer  . 

Pulaski  Heights,  J.  K.  Shamblin  .. 

St.  Paul,  C.  W.  Richards  . 

St.  Luke,  David  M.  Hankins,  Jr. 

Twenty-Eighth  St.,  Noel  Cross  .... 

Winfield,  Fred  R.  Harrison  . 

Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks  -TT. . 

Mabelvale,  iCharles  E.  Ramsey  . 

Mt.  Carmel-New  Hope,  Cecil  Gill.  .. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  L.  R.  Sparks  . 

Mt.  View,  J.  R.  Ewbank  . 

Primrose,  James  R.  Scott  . 

Roland  Ct.,  S.  T.  HolloweU  . 

Salem,  Kenneth  Goode  . 

Sardis,  F.  W.  Reutz  . 

Traskwood  Ct.,  Norman  Totten,  Jr. 

TOTALS  . 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT — i 

Crossett,  J.  B.  Hefley  . . . 

Crossett  Ct.,  Arthur  White  . 

Dermott,  A.  C.  Carraway  . 

Dumas,  R.  A.  Teeter  . 

Eudora,  W.vR.  Boyd  . . . 

Fordyce,  L.  W.  Averitt  . ; 

Fountain  Hill  Ct.,  R.  L.  Long  . : . 

Hamburg,  R.  O.  Beck  . !.. . 

Hampton-Harrell,  James 

McCammon  . 

Hermitage,  Guy  Wilson  . 

Kingsland,  Edgar  Outlaw,  Jr . 

Lake  Village,  Everett  M.  Vinson  .... 

Martin’s  Chapel,  W.  C.  Onstead  .... 

Monticello,  Roland  E.  Darrow  . 

McGehee-Arkansas  City,  D.  M. 

Mann  . . 

Montrose-Parkdale,  James  R.  Sewell 

Portland,  Robert  B.  Moore,  Jr . 

Star  City,  Osborne  White  . 

Thornton  Ct.,  Winston  Hudnall  . 

Til  I  ar-Win  Chester,  J.  C.  Van  Horn 

Warren,  Guy  C.  Ames  . 

Watson-Kelso,  John  W.  Rushing  . 

Wilmar  Ct.,  W.  W.  Barron  . 

Wilmot-Millers  Chapel,  J.  P.  Miles 

TOTALS  . . . 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT — 1 

Almyra,  Allen  E.  Hilliard  . 

Altheimer-Wabbaseka,  Harould  Scott 
Bayou  Meto-Lodge  Corner,  R.  L. 

Riggin  . r. . . . > . 

Carthage,  Claude  R.  Roy  . 

DeWitt,  Curtis  Williams  . 

England,  J.  L.  Hoover  . 

Gillett,  C.  E.  Patton  . 

Glendale-Tucker,  W.  D.  Bone  . 

Grady-Gould,  G.  W.  Warren  . 

Humphrey,  H.  A.  Stroup  . 

Keo-Humnoke,  I.  G.  Greening  . 

Lecla,  C.  R.  Andrews  . 

Little  Prairie,  Geo.  C.  Bailey  . 

PINE  BLUFF 

Carr  Memorial,  Cagle  Fair  . 

First  Church,  William  O.  Byrd  .... 

Good  Faith,  Horace  M.  Grogan  .... 

Hawley  Memorial,  George  W.  Kerr 
Lakeside,  John  M.  McCormack  .... 

St.  Luke,  Clem  Baker  . ; . 

Wesley,  Winslow  Brown  . 

Whitehall,  C.  E.  Monroe  . 

Redfield,  Harould  Scott  . 

Rison,  E.  B.  Hollenbeck  . 

Roe  Ct.,  W.  C.  Lewis  . . . 

St.  Charles,  A.  C.  Rogers  . 

Sheridan,  W.  B.  Savage  . 

Sherrill-Tomberlin,  W.  T.  Bone  . 

Stuttgart,  First  Ch.,  C.  M.  Atchley.. 

TOTALS  . . 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  997 
Batesville,'  Asbury,  Cyril  Wilson  ... 

Central  Ave.,  J.  M.  Barnett  . 

First  Church,  Lloyd  M.  Conyers 
Bethesda-Cushman,  Mark  Wimmer 


Cave  City-Sidney,  O.  R.  Moncrief  , 
Cave  City  Circuit,  Ivan  R.  Wilson  .... 


Desha-Salado,  Walter  Abee  . 

Evening  Shade,  James  K.  Cooley  .... 

Melbourne,  D.  G.  Hindman  . 

Melbourne  Ct.,  Mrs.  D.  G.  Hindman 
Moorefield-McHue,  Ray  Edwards  .... 
Mountain  View.  Henry  W.  Jinske  .... 
Newark-Oil  Trough,  Gerald  E. 

Hammett  . 

Newport,  First  Church,  Van  W. 

Harrell  . 

Newport,  Umsted  Memorial, 

Pryor  Cruce  . 


Swifton-Alicia,  Theron  McKisson 
Tuckerman,  Golder  Lawrence  ... 

Viola  Ct.,  Otha  Strayhorn  . 

Wolfe  Bayou,  W.  H.  Ford  . 

Yellville,  M.  L.  Kaylor  . 

TOTALS  . 1 . 


Atkins,  John  W.  Glover  . 

Beacon  . 

Belleville-Havana,  Fred  Thompson.. 
Bethel-Cato,  Davis  Bilberry  . 


Dardanelle,  William  A.  Stewart,  Jr. 
Dardanelle  Circuit,  W,  G.  Conner  .. 


New 

Ren. 

Due 

Total 

1 

1 

23 

9 

32 

2 

9 

11** 

16 

10 

26 

11 

77 

88 

51 

82 

133** 

6 

15 

1 

22 

22 

33 

2 

57** 

62 

73 

135 

3 

33 

1 

37 

15 

27 

2 

44** 

3 

19 

22** 

3 

4 

7*2 

1 

6 

7** 

9 

28 

2 

39** 

1 

1 

6 

9 

15 

12 

1 

13 

9 

31 

1 

41** 

407 

2101 

24 

2532** 

-Quota  1041 

12 

85 

97*» 

6 

32 

3 

41** 

5 

44 

1 

50** 

2 

62 

1 

65** 

10 

39 

1 

50*2 

6 

74 

80** 

6 

34 

40*2 

11 

54 

1 

66** 

7 

38 

2 

47 

3 

29 

32** 

10 

18 

2 

30 

1 

24 

25 

3 

10 

13 

53 

1 

54 

20 

84 

104** 

7 

46 

53*2 

7 

41 

1 

49*3 

24 

47 

1 

72*2 

1 

43 

44** 

32 

51 

83*2 

55 

73 

5 

133** 

9 

42 

51** 

3 

19 

5 

27 

11 

38 

49*3 

251 

1080 

24 

1355** 

-Quota  1464 

1 

27 

28** 

13 

30 

1 

44** 

7 

25 

32** 

13 

2 

15 

19 

57 

2 

78** 

3 

64 

67** 

3 

33 

3 

39 

8 

6 

14 

5 

53 

58** 

2 

16 

18** 

9 

23 

32*2 

9 

30 

39** 

1 

16 

17 

7 

60 

67** 

21 

117 

3 

141 

3 

26 

29** 

9 

52 

61** 

20 

63 

5 

88 

14 

1 

15*2 

8 

36 

44*2 

5 

11 

16’* 

1 

6 

7 

3 

29 

2 

34 

4 

34 

1 

39*2 

16 

10 

2 

28* 

7 

68 

75* 

16 

26 

42*2 

32 

87 

1 

120** 

246 

1007 

34 

1287 

Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 


4 

14 

18»* 

17 

79 

3 

99** 

37 

66 

7 

110** 

13 

23 

36** 

3 

9 

12*2 

11 

1 

12 

5 

16 

1 

22** 

2 

20 

2 

24 

6 

7 

13 

6 

23 

2 

31*» 

10 

54 

64** 

19 

18 

1 

38 

5 

13 

'18** 

2 

24 

26 

6 

22 

28 

4 

27 

31** 

9 

43 

2 

54** 

6 

59 

5 

70 

9 

40 

49** 

26 

2 

28 

9 

1 

10 

22 

26 

48” 

2 

11 

13*2 

6 

33 

39** 

14 

36 

50** 

4 

12 

16 

4 

3 

7** 

11 

22 

1 

34** 

272 

703 

28 

1003** 

jota 

1484 

14 

14 

4 

5 

9* 

7 

<15 

1 

23 

5 

8 

13 

18 

65 

22 

105 

18 

14 

1 

33** 

5 

41 

2 

48** 

8 

44 

1 

53** 

11 

5 

1 

17 

New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

7 

29 

36” 

7 

7 

40 

13 

53” 

20 

91 

3 

114** 

4 

21 

25” 

2 

2 

4 

9 

159 

168 

8 

85 

93 

4 

15 

2 

21” 

10 

3 

13 

14 

61 

75* 

13 

44 

57 

19 

10 

29* 

25 

25* 

9 

18 

1 

28 

16 

21 

.... 

37 

12 

25 

37** 

8 

349 

1 

358*2 

5 

10 

1 

16 

2 

5 

7*2 

278 

1204 

36 

1518” 

—Quota  1210 

2 

14 

16 

5 

61 

5 

71 

3 

16 

19 

8 

37 

4 

49” 

5 

23 

28** 

7 

19 

i 

27** 

4 

15 

19** 

7 

36 

43” 

2 

9 

11 

3 

11 

i 

15 

30 

125 

10 

165 

3 

23 

26 

2 

26 

4 

32** 

1 

13 

14** 

5 

27 

32* 

2 

21 

23 

7 

20 

i 

28” 

7 

32 

2 

41** 

13 

13 

26*2 

7 

21 

28** 

13 

63 

3 

79” 

22 

37 

2 

61 

18 

49 

6 

73 

18 

91 

1 

110 

3 

22 

25** 

5 

16 

21* 

5 

1 

6** 

207 

841 

40 

1088 

Fourche  Valley  Ct.,  Doyle  Graham.. 
Greenbrier  Ct.,  Vernon  Anderson  .... 
Morrilton,  First  Church, 

David  Conyers  . 

Morrilton  Ct.  No.  1,  Wm.  Yarbrough 

Naylor  Ct.,  A.  S.  Aist  . 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK 
First  Church,  J.  Wm.  Watson  .... 

Gardner,  E.  B.  Williams  . 

Rose  City,  R.  A.  Simpson  . 

Lakewood,  George  W.  Martin  . 

Levy,  S.  O.  Patty  . 

Washington  Ave.,  Earle  Cravens  .. 

Sylvan  Hills,  Norris  Steele  . 

Perry-Perryville,  Geo.  J.  Kleeb  .... 

Plainview-Ola,  Britt  Cordell  . 

Plummerville  Ct.,  Robert  Johnson.... 

Pottsville,  Elsworth  Watson  . 

Russellville,  First  Ch.,  Alf  A.  Eason 

Salem  Ct.,  Edward  Spiva  . 

Waltreak,  J.  M.  Kitchens  . 

TOTALS  . 


Alpena-Omaha,  A.  E.  Mclllveene  . 

Bentonville,  Martin  Bierbaum  . 

Bentonville  Ct.,  W.  C.  Hutton  .  3 

Berry ville,  Archie  N.  Boyd  .  8 

Brightwater-Avoca,  Fern  Cook  .  5 

Centerton  Ct.,  W.  A.  Lindsey  .  7 

Decatur,  -Woodrow  Woods  .  4 

Elm  Springs-Harmon,  Virgil  Hainsey 
Eureka  Springs,  H.  F.  McDonal  .... 
Farmington-Winslow,  A.  L.  Riggs  .. 

Fayetteville,  Central, 

R.  E.  L.  Bearden,  Jr . . . 

Wiggins  Memorial,  Arnold 

Simpson  .  . 3 

Gentry,  W.  W.  Gibson  .  2 

Goshen,  O.  L.  Cole  .  1 

Gravette,  Lloyd  L.  Turner  .  5 

Green  Forest,  Albert  W.  Martin,  Jr. 

Huntsville-Presley,  J.  J.  Clark  .  7 

Lincoln;  Wm.  M.  Wilder  ./. . 

Morrow-Evansville,  Eugene  Miser.... 

Pea  Ridge-Tuck’s,  C.  H.  Harvison  .... 

Prairie  Grove,  J.  J.  Decker  . 

Rogers,  Harold  Womack  .  22 

Siloam  Springs,  John  Bayliss 

Springdale,  George  Ivey  . 

Viney  Grove-Cincinnati, 

E.  F.  Flower  .  3 

White  River,  L.  L.  Langston  . :......  5 

Weddington,  Walter  Pennell  .... 

TOTALS  . v .  207 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Quota  1175 

Aubrey  Ct.,  Van  Hooker  . 

Brinkley,  J.  C.  Wilcox  .  5 

Cherry  Valley,  W.  B.  Yount  .... 

Clarendon,  L.  F.  LaFevers  .  6 

Colt  Ct.,  E.  C.  Sooter  . 

Cotton  Plant,  A.  W.  Harris  .  8 

Crawfordsville-Blackfish,  L.  K. 

Wilson  . 

Earle,  G.  A.  McKelvey  ...: . 

Elaine,  Sam  G.  Watson  .  14 

Forrest  City,  Raymond  L.  Franks 

Helena,  Irl  Bridenthal  .  17 

Holly  Grove,  O.  M.  Campbell  .  4 

Hughes,  Elmus  C.  Brown  . 

Hulbert,  M.  N.  Johnston  . 

Hunter,  J.  C.  Richey  .  4 

Marianna,  Garland  C.  Taylor  ..... 

Marion,  I.  L.  Claud  .  3 

Marvell,  Porter  Weaver  .  5 

Parkin,  Charles  Lewis  . 

Turrell-Gilmore,  Aubrey  C.  Hays 

Vanndale,  Frank  Shell  . 

West  Helena,  Glen  Bruner  . 

Wheatley-Moro,  Gail  Anderson  .  11 

Widener-Round  Pond,  James 

Clemmons  . 

Wynne,  Hubert  Pearce  . 

TOTALS  . 

FT.  SMITH  DISTRICT— Quota  1933 

Alix  Circuit,  Raymond  Hawkins  . 

Alma,  T.  C.  Chambliss  . 

Bonanza-Denning,  Bennie  G.  Ruth  . 

Booneville,  W.  J.  Spicer  . 

Branch  Ct.,  Uriah  Smith  . 

Charleston,  H.  Lynn  Wade  . 

Clarksville,  Paul  M.  Bumpers  . 

Clarksville  Ct.,  Mrs.  Jack  Palmer.  .. 

FT.  SMITH 

First  Church,  Fred  G.  Roebuck  .... 

Goddard  Memorial,  Alfred  Knox.. 

Glover  Memorial,  Roy  Poynor  .... 

Grand  Ave.,  C.  B.  Wyatt  . 

Midland  Heights,  W.  A.  Downum  .. 

St.  Luke,  Paul  Kelley  . 

St.  Paul,  J.  H.  Hoggard  . 

Greenwood,  Verba  F.  Harris  . 

Hartford-Midland,  O.  R.  Findley  .... 

Huntington,  M.  L.  Edgington  . 

Kibler-Bethel,  C.  R.  Nance  . 

Lamar,  Lindsey  Rolland  . 

Lavaca-Barling,  J.  E  Thomas  . 

Magazine  Ct.,  John,  W.  Sandage  .... 

Mansfield,  Willis  Harl  . 

Mulberry,  W.  L.  Byers  . 

New  Hope-Mt.  View.  W.  T.  Watson 

Ozark,  Chas.  P.  McDonald,  Jr . 

Paris,  G.  B.  Ames  . 

Van  Buren,  City  Heights,  Felix 

Holland  . 

Waldron  Ct.,  Waymon  Keel  . 

TOTALS  . 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Quota  145t 

Bay  Circuit,  B.  Vernon  Dennis  .  4 

BLYTHEVILLE 

First  Church,  H.  Eggensperger 

Lake  Street,  H.  M.  Sanford  .  15 

Blytheville,  Wesley,  Laymon  Bounds 

Bono  Ct.,  M.  J.  Pollard  .  11 

Brookland  Ct.,  Tom  Cowan  .  10 


21 

45 

66” 

5 

26 

31 

4 

44 
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50** 

6 

29 

1 

36** 

12 

10 

1 

23 

8 

31 

3 

42** 

3 

27 

2 

32** 

33 

47 

80*3 

14 

53 

i 

68** 

4 

98 

l 

103** 

17 

80 

5 

102” 

4 

28 

32** 

10 

34 

44** 

1 

1 

i 

3* 

4 

19 

1 

24** 

10 

82 

1 

93” 

3 

69 

72*2 

5 

36 

i 

42** 

10 

16 

2 

28” 

1 

17 

18 

27 

27 

19 

79 

98*2 

11 

36 

47* 

7 

47 

54*  • 

22 

63 

"i 

92** 

234 

1044 

29 

1307** 

6 

8 

14 

3 

49  . 

52” 

6 

1 

7 

14 

118 

4 

136** 

10 

34  . 

44 

7 

31  . 

58*2 

23 

79 

2 

104” 

4 

4 

1 

1 

8 

71 

4 

83 

3 

5  . 

8 

7 

17 

i 

25** 

24 

31  . 

55 

3 

10 

l 

14 

5 

52  . 

57 

6 

37  . 

43 

1 

20  . 

21 

2 

14  . 

16 

3\ 

18  . 

21 

4 

16  . 

20 

2 

25  . 

27** 

1 

15 

16 

1 

17 

2 

20” 

1 

8 

9 

3 

13  . 

16 

11 

44 

3 

58” 

11 

93 

1 

105** 

3 

18  . 

21** 

11 

9 

20 

.  180 

877 

18 

1075 

uota 

145T 

4 

64  . 

68** 

85 

119 

4 

208” 

15 

10  . 

25 

3 

8  . 

11 

11 

24  . 

35” 

10 

14  . 

24 

Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


r.harge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


7 

16 

8 


faraway,  J.  M.  Harrison  .  10 

Delfore-Macey,  Benny  J.  Vancleve  ..  6 

nell  Circuit,  E.  H.  Hall  .  8 

Dvess-Whitten,  W.  W.  Peterson  ... 

Harrisburg,  J.  T.  Byrd  .  ... . ... 

Hickory  Ridge-Fisher,  Jack  Glass 

joiner,  E.  E.  Stevenson  .  U 

TONESBORO 

First  Church,  Ethan  Dodgen  .  23 

Huntington  Ave.,  J.  H.  Holt  .  7 

Fisher  Street,  W.  T.  Lingo  .  7 

St.  Paul,  James  Fleming  .  22 

Keiser-Riverside,  E.  C  Hance :  .  4 

Lake  View-Lake  City,  Leon  Wilson  13 

Leachville,  J.  E.  Linam  .  7 

Lepanto-Garden  Point,  C.  H.  Farmer  6 

Luxor a  .  ‘ 

Manila,  Harold  Spence  .  » 

Marked  Tree,  H.  J.  Couchman  .  3 

Monette,  Ben  F.  Jordan  .  18 

Mt  Carmel,  Norris  Greer  .  3 

Nettleton,  Earl  D.  Carter  .  7 

Osceola,  W.  O.  Scroggm,  Jr . .  98 

St  John  Circuit,  Willis  LeGrand  ....  3 

,  Arvill  Brannon  .  35 


Trumann 


17 

9 

28 
21 
57 
24 
30 

84  10 

65 
14 

1 

24 

25 
29 
34 
20 
44 

66 
56 

9 
23 
92 
7 
29 
22 
29 

13 

22  1 
494  1133  31 


18 


1 


Tyronza,  Thurston  Masters 

Weiner,  Ray  McLester  . . .  7 

Weona-Center  View,  J.  L.  Weather¬ 
ford  .  . 

Yarbro-Promised  Land,  Carl  C. 

Burton  . 

TOTALS 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Quota  1122 

Beech  Grove,  James  Smith  . .  7  24 

Biggers-Knobel,  Kenneth  Renfroe  14  32 

Black  Rock-Portia,  D.  Kern  Johnson  5 

BoydsviUe,  Gus  Evans  .  5 

Corning,  Byron  McSpadden  .  it 

Gainsville,  W.  C.  Smith  .  7 

Hardy,  Geo.  L.  McGhehey  .  4 

Hoxie,  H.  L.  Robison  4 

Imboden-Smithville ,  James  Beal  ....  lo 

Leonard  Ct„  Lee  Anderson  .  10 

Lorado  Ct.,  J.  W.  Holland  . »  10 

Mammoth  Spring,  Ray  Burrow  .  4 

Marmaduke-Harvey’s  Chapel, 

John  Barrett  . .  ° 

Maynard,  Alfred  Blair  .  10 

PARAGOULD  J  f- 

First  Church,  S.  B.  Wilford  .  5 

East  Parish,  Marvin  Thompson  ....  5 

Griffin  Memorial,  Clyde  Crozier  15 

West  Parish,  Elvis  Wright  .  11 

Piggott,  Floyd  Villines,  Jr .  12 

Pocahontas,  Edwin  B.  Dodson  .  n 

RECTOR  ^  R 

First  Church,  James  Chandler  ....  o 

Fourth  Street,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst  ....  9 

Circuit,  Dave  Smitherman  .  7 

Sedgwick-Egypt,  John  Richardson  ..  6 

St.  Francis,  Carl  Strayhorn i  .  4 

Stanford-Warren’s  Chapel,  E.  W. 

Bruner  .  2 

Walnut  Ridge,  Elmo  Thomason  .  5 

TOTALS  . 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Quota  1161 

Antioch-Stony  Point,  Wm.  Stegall 
Augusta,  O.  D.  Peters  .......  _ 

Bald  Knob,  Phans  J.  Holifield  ... 

Beebe,  George  Stewart  . 

Bellefonte-Bergman,  Alvin  Gibbs 


23 
10 
40 

4 

27 

35 

36 
15 

9 

14 

24 
13 

66 

15 
36 
26 

75 
42 

48 

28 

16 
18 
22 

9 

76 

783  17  1015 


28** 

15 

37*2 

28** 

73* 

34** 

42** 

117 

72** 

21 

23** 

28** 

38 

38*2 

41** 

28** 

52** 

71** 

76*3 

13* 

31* 

191*3 

10 

65** 

40** 

36*2 

14 

25 

1658** 


31** 

46** 

28** 

16 

53** 

12** 

32** 

40** 

52** 

25 

19 
18 

32 

25 

74 

20 
53** 
37 
87** 
55** 

54** 

37** 

23 

24*2 

27 

14 

81* 


Griffithville,  Eugene  Shoemaker 

Harrison,  Vernon  E.  Chalfant  . . 

Heber  Springs,  James  E.  Major 


d  dLASUllVlilv,|  ■*•*  •  ...  .  It 

Judsonia,  Hascle  O.  West  .  11 

Kensett,  Frank  Weatherford  . 

Leslie,  J.  W.  Moore  . 

Marshall,  Charles  Wages  . 

McCrory,  W.  M.  Womack  .  10 

McRae,  Carl  Williamson  . .  3 

Newton  County,  M.  B.  Short  .  3 

Pangburn  Ct.,  Cecil  Harrison  .  3 

Quitman  Ct.,  Oliver  Logan  .  iu 

Rosebud  Ct.,  John  Chapman  .  b 

Searcy,  First  Ch„  Alvin  Murray  .... 

Grace  Church,  Wm.  Hightower  .... 

Wilburn  Ct.,  Marvin  D.  Faith  ... 

Ward  16th  Section  (W)  Silas  Russell 
Ward  16th  Section  (L), 

C.  C.  Van  Zant  . 

TOTALS  . 

ARKANSAS  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


4 

17 

2 

23** 

6 

61 

3 

70*. 

14 

50 

64** 

10 

39 

5 

54 

10 

11 

21 

8 

38 

46** 

11 

44 

i 

56** 

6 

13 

19 

6 

12 

18 

8 

5 

13 

6 

65 

2 

73 

3 

64 

67** 

4 

39 

43 

11 

15 

26** 

2 

25 

27 

3 

18 

3 

24** 

4 

25 

1 

30** 

10 

56 

2 

68** 

3 

15 

1 

19 

2 

14 

16 

3 

1 

4 

10 

37 

47 

6 

26 

32 

43 

293 

6 

342*3 

12 

1 

-13*6 

2 

7 

9*3 

2 

1 

3 

20 

10 

1 

31*4 

229 

1002 

27 

1258** 

District  Quota 

Camden  .  1945  . 

Little  Rock  . 2494 

Jonesboro  . 1451 

Conway  . 1484 

Hope  . 1313 

Monticello  . 1041 

Forrest  City  ...1175 

Pine  Bluff  . 1464 

Arkadelphia  . 1181 

Searcy  1181 

Fayetteville  1210 

Fort  Smith  . 1933 

Paragould  . 1122 

Batesville  .  997 

Totals  . - 


Report 

No.  2 

Not 

Re- 

New 

new. 

Due 

277 

2839 

8 

407 

2101 

24 

494 

1132 

31 

278 

1204 

36 

286 

1098 

28 

251 

1080 

24 

234 

1044 

29 

246 

1007 

34 

305 

949 

20 

229 

1002 

27 

207 

841 

40 

180 

877 

18 

215 

783 

17 

272 

703 

28 

. 3881 

16660 

364 

%  of 

Total  Quota 
3124**  160% 

2532**  102% 

1657**  114% 
1518**  102% 
1412**-  108% 
1355**  130% 


1307* 

1237 


111% 

88% 


1274**  108% 

1258**  108% 


1088 

1075 

1015 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1075 

ALEXANDRIA  . 

First  Church,  J.  Henry  Bowdon 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Charge  and  Paetor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


90% 

56% 

,90% 


1003**  101% 
20905 


Marksville-Simsport,  M.  S.  Robert¬ 
son  . . 

Marthaville,  A.  E.  Wingfield  . 

M elder,  Henry  O.  Pinckard  . 

Montgomery,  W.  T.  Hall  . 

Mt.  Zion,  W.  R.  Akin  . 

Natchitoches,  First  Church, 

B.  A.  Galloway  . 

Faith  Church,  J.  W.  Lee  . 

Oakdale,  S.  S.  Holladay  . • . 

Oak  Grove,  D.  R.  Deen  . 

Olla,  J.  A.  Jones  . 

Palestine,  R.  E  Carter  . 

Pineville,  P.  M.  Caraway  . 

Pollock,  John  Sayes  . - . 

Urania,  John  F.  Kellogg  . 

Whites  Chapel,  H.  D.  Fisher  . - 

Weaver-Provencal,  Robt.  Townsend 

Winnfield,  Luther  L.  Booth  . 

TOTALS  . 


Amite,  James  E.  Christie  .  8 

Angie-Varnado,  S.  J.  McClgan  .  4 

Baker,  Marvin  H.  Corley  .  3 

BATON  ROUGE 

First  Church,  D.  Dawson,  Jr. 

Broadmoor,  J.  P.  Woodland  .  15 

Istrouma,  A.  Jerome  Cain  .  23 

North,  James  L.  Stovall  -... .  8 

Reily  Memorial,  Wm.  E.  Trice  ....  13 

Winbourne,  A.  A.  Collins  .  13 

Bethel,  Van  Carter  . . .  J 

Blackwater,  A.  G.  Taylor  . 6 

Bluff  Creek,  J.  N.  Lambert  .  5 

Bogalousa,  E.  Sullivan  Mem., 

W.  H.  Giles  . . . -  1JJ 

Carpenters  Chapel,  T.  H.  Milby  .  2 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  George  W. 

Harkins  .  " 

Deerford,  George  M.  Horne  .  14 

De'hham  Springs,  Fred  Schwendi- 

mann  .  44 

Franklinton,  J.  H.  Sewell  .  4 

Gonzales  Ct.,  Brady  B.  Forman  ....  6 

Greenburg,  E.  A.  Keasler  .  14 

Hammond,  E.  R.  Thomas  . 11 

Jackson,  J.  B.  Shearer  .  3 

Kentwood,  G.  C.  Dean,  Jr .  5 

Livingston  Ct.,  G.  H.  Corry  .  14 

Live  Oak.  J.  H.  Bowdon,  Jr .  2 

Lottie-Rosedale,  L.  W.  Taylor  . 4 

Magnolia,  C.  J.  T.  Cotten  .  20 

New  Roads,  T.  D.  Lipscomb  . 


Bela-Eden,  A.  N.  Baum  .. 
Boyce,  W.  L.  Doss,  Jr. 

Bunkie,  W.  D.  Boddie  . 

Colfax,  Clark  W.  Bell  . 


Elizabeth,  J.  R.  Strozier 
Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe  . ... .. 


Hollins  Chapel,  Ed  Pickens  . 
Jena,  W.  O.  Lynch  ...  ...  ... 

Lecompte-Cheneyville,  C.  H. 
Giessen  . 


22 

74 

96 

13 

34 

47** 

8 

24 

32** 

6 

9 

1 

16 

1 

13 

14** 

6 

13 

19 

23 

57 

80*2 

10 

22 

32** 

6 

48 

54*2 

3 

32 

"i 

36*2 

1 

22 

23*3 

1 

18 

1 

20** 

10 

10 

4 

49 

1 

54** 

6 

40 

2 

48** 

15 

13 

28** 

3 

8 

11 

17 

"l 

18 

ii 

22 

2 

35** 

l 

.... 

1 

19 

38 

57 

7 

4 

i 

12** 

8 

39 

47** 

3 

6 

9 

22 

26 

48*2 

8 

21 

*  29 

19 

47 

66** 

1 

9 

10 

4 

13 

i 

18** 

14 

29 

2 

45*2 

14 

10 

24*3 

20 

37 

57** 

289 

794 

13 

1096 

—Quota  2076 

• 

8 

23 

31 

4 

11 

15 

3 

15 

18 

30 

75 

105 

15 

4 

"i 

20** 

30 

19 

36 

6 

19 

29 

1 

47 

4 

23 

14 


26  11 
43  .... 
16  ... 
14  .... 
61  1 
26  .... 
18  .... 
14  ._ 
6  .... 
34  1 

5  ... 
3  .... 


55 

27 

49 

19 

20** 

35 

6 

58 

6 

30 

28*2 

81 

47*. 

22 

28** 

73** 

29 

23 

28* 

8 

39** 

25*2 

3 


Plaquemine-Grand  River,  C.  R. 
McCammon  . 


Port  Allen.  Lonnie  Sibley 


TOTALS 


Berwick-Patterson,  A.  W.  Coody 


Iota-Maxie-Wesley,  Raymond 

Pierson  . .r- . 

Donaldsonville,  G.  A.  LaGrange 


Krotz  Springs,  J.  C.  Zerrangue 


Davidson,  D.  B.  Boddie 
First  Church,  Fred  S.  F 


Opelousas,  R. 


TOTALS  . - . 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT- 

Bell  City,  Fred  Shirtey  . 

Cameron,  V.  M.  Culpepper  . 

DeQuincy,  A.  A.  McKnight  . 

DeRidder,  First  Ch.,  George 

Pearce,  Jr . 

Weslev,  Alvin  P.  Smith  . 

Elton,  F.  C.  Collins  . 

Eunice,  Ned  L.  Stout  . 

Gueydan,  S.  A.  Seegers  . 

Hackberry  . 

Iowa,  W,  F.  Howell  . 

Jennings,  Robert  B.  Crichlow  . 

Kinder.  Raymond  Crofoot  . 

Lake  Arthur.  Jick  Winegeart  . 

LAKE  CHARLES 

Fairview,  Martin  Hebert  . 

First  Church,  Carl  F.  Lueg  . 

Northside,  Taylor  Wall  . 

Oak  Park,  R.  L.  Peyton  . 

Simpson,  C.  W.  Quaid  . 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich  . 

Westlake,  E.  W.  Day  . 

Leesville,  Oakley  Lee  . 

Maplewood,  Lloyd  Williams  . 

Merryville,  C.  J.  Thibodeaux  . 

Oberlin  . 

Sulphur,  James  C.  Whitaker  . 

Vinton,  Ivan  O.  Donaldson  . 

Welsh,  Jack  Cooke  . 

TOTALS  . 


18*2 


Jonesville,  L. 


Mer  Rouge,  Lael  S.  Jones  .... 
MONROE  „  .  _ 

Gordon  Avenue,  T.  A.  Brov 


Oak  Ridge-Crew  Lake,  James  Poole 
Pioneer-Campbell-F orest,  Cecil  Mims 


Sicily 


Vidalia,  H.  R.  Hine  . 
Waterproof,  John  G. 
WEST  MONROE 
Brownsville,  B.  P. 


Winnsboro, 


14 

19 

33** 

12 

-7 

i 

20*2 

17 

46 

63** 

15 

30 

45*3 

3 

37 

1 

41*2 

11 

35 

46*  • 

6 

11 

17 

4 

30 

2 

36** 

1 

38 

39 

7 

15 

22* 

12 

44 

56** 

1 

28 

29** 

3 

23 

26** 

9 

29 

38** 

15 

15** 

ii 

19 

30** 

3 

26 

29** 

6 

19 

25 

7 

22 

29* 

6 

49 

55** 

4 

15 

19 

!3 

907 

'  6 

1146 

4 

29  .... 

33 

6 

43  .... 

49*2 

9 

60  .... 

69* 

9 

9*3 

9 

16  .... 

25* 

9  .... 

9 

4 

6  .... 

10 

7 

44  .... 

51** 

7 

13  1 

21 

19 

5  .... 

24 

6 

21  3 

30*« 

2 

19 

21 

374 

884  21 

1279 

luota 

1037 

9 

149  .... 

154*2 

17 

64  .... 

81*2 

9 

11  .... 

20** 

36 

32  5 

.73 

30 

19  .... 

49** 

18 

10  .... 

28*3 

7 

16  .... 

23* 

24 

41  1 

66 

8 

23  .... 

31** 

10 

55  .... 

65** 

17 

57  2 

76*2 

3 

9  .... 

12 

1 

10  .... 

11*2 

12 

4  .... 

1S*2 

4 

14  .... 

18 

39 

99  .... 

133 

1 

4  .... 

5** 

4 

19  .... 

23 

5 

7  .... 

12 

28 

28  2 

58 

17 

32  2 

51 

5 

28  .... 

33* 

5 

17 

22** 

309 

744  12 

1063 

— Quqta  1176 

1 

3  .... 

4 

10 

22  .... 

32** 

10 

49  1 

60** 

12 

32  1 

45 

1 

15  .... 

16*2 

2 

13  .... 

15** 

16 

36  .... 

52** 

3 

22  .... 

25* 

7 

2  .... 

9*2 

17 

21  .... 

38** 

.  12 

50  1 

63** 

.  10 

15  .... 

25** 

9 

14  .... 

23** 

6 

9 

15*3 

.  11 

91  .... 

102 

.  11 

1  .... 

12*2 

7 

5  .... 

12 

.  20 

12  1 

33* 

.  19 

31  .... 

50 

.  24 

23 

47** 

1 

40  .... 

41 

9 

16  .... 

25 

..  1 

12  .... 

13 

4 

8  .... 

12** 

..  41 

17  .... 

58 

4 

15  ... 

19 

..  59 

54  ... 

113*3 

..  327 

619  13  959 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Quota  1556 

Bonita-Jones-Sunrise,  S.  E.  Sterrett 


TOTALS  . 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Quota  1463 

Buras-Triumph,  C.  D.  Pinkard  . 

Covington,  Robert  C.  Carter  . 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Aldersgate,  W.  B.  Hollingsworth  .. 

Algiers,  J.  W.  Matthews 

Canal  St.,  R.  M.  Bentley  .... . 

Carrollton  Avenue,  Luman  E. 

Douglas  . ••• . 

Eighth  St.,  C.  H.  Snelling,  Jr . 

Elysian  Fields,  Glenden  R.  Messer 
First  Ch.,  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert  .... 

Gentilly,  G.  Eldred  Blakely  . ... 

Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  . 

Jefferson,  Ted  T.  Howes  . 

Kenner,  M.  David  Felder  . 

John  Wesley,  J.  C.  Rousseaux  .... 

Munholland  Mem.,  D.  W.  Poole  .... 

Napoleon  Ave.,  A.  S.  Hurley  . 

Parker  Memorial,  E.  J.  Barksdale 
Rayne  Memorial,  A.  M.  Serex  .... 

St.  Bernard,  R.  L.  Clayton  . 

St.  James-St.  Paul,  R.  H. 

Jamieson  — . — 

St.  Luke's,  Spencer  W.  Wren  . 

St.  Mark’s,  T.  O.  Carlstrom  . 

Second  Church,  E.  E.  Sylvest  . 

Pearl  River,  Frank  Lankford  . 

Pointe-a-la-H ache,  Fred  Campbell  .. 

Slidell,  John  T.  Redmon  . 

TOTALS  . 

RUSTON  DISTRICT— Quota  1446 

Arcadia,  Hubert  A.  Gibbs  . . 


Cotton  Valley,  Jack  Shaw 


Doyline-Mclntyre,  Byrl  Moreland 
Dubach-Harmony,  Henry  Blount 


Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley,  G.  L. 
Cagle  . 


Trinity,  Jolly  B.  Harper 


TOTALS 


5 

6  .... 

11 

9 

37  .... 

46* 

14  .... 

14* 

2 

7  .... 

9 

11 

12  .... 

23 

21 

33  1 

55 

4  .... 

4 

9 

11  .... 

20 

22 

42  .  . 

64 

53 

43  1 

97** 

10 

20  .... 

30 

3 

17  .... 

20 

20 

21  .... 

41** 

2 

10  1 

13 

9 

27  .... 

36 

12 

17  .... 

29 

17 

20  .... 

37** 

76  .... 

76 

6 

15  .... 

21 

2 

5  .... 

7 

4 

8  .... 

12 

1 

24  .... 

25 

12  .... 

12 

10 

10  .... 

20** 

3 

11  1 

15** 

27  .... 

27 

231 

529  4 

764 

ota  1446 

8 

63  .... 

71** 

13 

21  .... 

34** 

S 

8  .... 

11* 

8 

30  .... 

38*2 

2 

4  .... 

6 

13 

18  4 

35** 

9 

22  .... 

31** 

3 

23  .... 

26*2 

13 

15  .... 

28** 

8 

27  .... 

35** 

4 

38  .... 

42** 

4 

28  .... 

32** 

6 

20  .... 

26** 

3 

30  .... 

33** 

19 

41  .... 

60** 

5 

12  .... 

17** 

2 

20  1 

23* 

7 

74  .... 

81*2 

21 

104  .... 

125** 

2 

20  .... 

22 

1 

15  .... 

16* 

23 

52  .... 

75 

2 

32  .... 

34** 

7 

53  .... 

60*2 

22 

106  3 

131** 

1 

21  .... 

22 

9 

28  .... 

37** 

5 

35  .... 

40*2 

8 

41  .... 

49** 

.  19 

35  .... 

54** 

.  43 

121  5 

169* 

6 

35  .... 

41** 

1 

20  .... 

21** 

5 

23  .... 

28 

.  305 

1235  13 

1553** 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Quota  2469 

Belcher-Gilliam,  J.  L.  Beasley  .  7 

Bethany-Kiethville,  Joe  Hanberry  .... 

Ber.ton,  L.  A.  Carrington  4 

Bossier  City,  First  Ch.,  A.  M.  Brown 
Bossier  City,  Curtis  Park,  W.  N. 

Allen  .  32 

Converse,  H.  T.  Isgitt  .  2 

Coushatta,  Harvey  G.  Williamson...  25 
Ellerbe  Road,  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  .... 

Grand  Cane-Stonewall,  T.  O.  Rorie  .. 

Greenwood,  A.  T.  Law  .  2 

Hall  Summitt,  Floyd  M.  Durham  ....  15 

Haughton,  E.  C.  Dufresne  . .  7 

Ida-Hosston,  James  Woodward  .  2 

Keatchie,  Leonard  Cooke  . 2 

Logansport,  J.  G.  Grambling  .  3 

Mansfield,  Merlin  W.  Merrill  .  27 

Many,  John  B.  Koelemay  .  3 

Mooringsport,  Rupert  D.  Coles  .  7 

Oil  City,  H.  M.  Law  .  8 

Pelican,  Robert  F.  DeBusk  .  3 

Plain  Dealing,  Reuel  H.  Allen  .  7 

Pleasant  Hill,  M.  C.  Cady  .  1 

Rodessa,  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull  .  1 

Shiloh,  B.  D.  Watson  .  7 

SHREVEPORT 


7 

48 

55*2 

1 

7 

"i 

9 

4 

19 

23 

4 

17 

"i 

28 

32 

17 

49** 

2 

6 

8** 

25 

27 

52** 

5 

4 

9** 

3 

12 

i 

16 

2 

34 

36** 

15 

23 

i 

39 

7 

32 

5 

44** 

2 

23 

25** 

2 

1 

3** 

3 

38 

41** 

27 

43 

l 

71** 

3 

13 

16 

7 

20 

"i 

28** 

8 

29 

37** 

3 

19 

"i 

24* 

7 

21 

i 

29** 

1 

22 

l 

24** 

32 


9 

11** 

50 


Gilbert-Beouf  Prairie,  J.  W.  Boyd, 

Sr . •• . 

Grayson-Kelley-Shilo,  Norman 


7 

28  2 

37** 

10 

28  .... 

38*  • 

17 

69  .... 

86*2 

10 

35  .... 

45*3 

8 

48  .... 

56*2 

1 

21  .... 

22*3 

16 

57  .... 

73*2 

3 

55  .... 

58*2 

First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes 
Mangum  Memorial,  Ira  W. 

Flowers  . . 

Noel  Memorial,  John  J.  Ras- 


Trinity,  Tracy  R.  Arnold  . 

Wynn  Memorial,  K.  G.  Rorie  . . 

Vivian,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  . 

Zwolle,  James  W.  Lawton  . 

TOTALS  . . 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


37 

7 

44*  • 

35 

62 

io 

107 

44 

61 

106 

59 

70 

129 

5 

5 

10 

19 

28 

47** 

13 

11 

24** 

16 

47 

i 

64** 

36 

36 

ii 

24 

35*  • 

433 

870 

34 

1337 
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CHILDREN 

ANNIK  WINBURNB,  Colter 


BOBBY,  THE  BOB-TAIL  CALF 

(A  True  Story) 

By  W.  W.  Barron 


LISTEN,  my  children,  and  you 
will  learn  how  Bobby  came  to 
be  the  Bob-Tail  Calf.  Now 
when  Bobby  first  put  in  his 
appearance  he  was  just  like  all  other 
calves.  He  had  a  long  tail  just  as  all 
other  calves  and  he  was  able  to 
swish  it  about  to  chase  away  the 
flies. 

One  day  as  Farmer  Algee  was  go¬ 
ing  across  his  pasture,  he  heard  the 
mooing  of  a  baby  calf.  As  he  walked 
a  little  closer,  he  saw  that  it  was 
Blackie  with  her  new  baby  calf. 
She  was  mighty  proud  of  her  new- 
baby,  and  wanted  Farmer  Algee  and 
all  the  farm  animals  to  know  that 
she  was  proud  of  him.  At  first  Bob¬ 
by’s  legs  were  very  weak  and  they 
were  not  strong  enough  to  hold  him 
up.  Then  in  a  short  while  they  were 
a  little  stronger.  He  then  began  to 
frisk  about  the  pasture  like  all  the 
other  calves.  He  enjoyed  running 
and  jumping  and  playing  tag  with 
all  the  other  calves  in  the  pasture. 

On  this  farm  besides  the  cows, 
there  were  chickens,  ducks,  geese, 
horses,  mules,  sheep,  goats,  and 
dogs.  Now  one  of  the  mules  was 
Old  Gray.  He  was  the  type  of  a 
mule  that  when  he  worked  he  real¬ 
ly  worked.  Just  give  him  a  little 
leisure  and  soon  he  would  be  very 
hard  to  manage.  He  would  become 
very  bothersome  and  mean  when  he 
did  not  have  anything  to  do. 

One  day  Farmer  Algee  put  Bobby 
in  a  lot  by  himself.  Then  a  little 
while  later,  forgetting  about  the 
meanness  of  Old  ,Gray,  he  put  Old 
Gray  in  the  lot  with  Bobby.  Every¬ 
thing  went  along  fine  for  a  short 
while.  Then  Bobby  because  he  was 
a  calf  and  liked  to  frisk  around  and 
to  jump  about,  soon  he  began  to 
play  around  the  lot.  Now  this  must 
have  bothered  Old  Gray.  Before 
any  one  knew  what  was  taking 
place,  he  began  to  chase  Bobby 
around  in  the  lot.  Then  all  at  once 
he  took  a  big  bite  at  Bobby  and 
there  on  the  ground  lay  poor  Bob¬ 
by’s  tail.  Poor  Bobby  no  longer  had 
a  long  tail  like  all  the  other  calves. 
No  longer  could  he  swish  the  flies 
off  him.  This  is  how  Bobby  came 
to  be  called  the  Bob-Tail  Calf. 

Just  as  quick  as  he  could  Farmer 
Algee  went  to  the  lot  and  took  Bob¬ 
by  and  put  him  in  a  lot  to  himself. 
Poor  Bobby  became  very  sad,  for  no 


longer  was  he  like  the  other  calves. 
How  was  he  going  to  swish  the  flies 
off  himself?  He  became  a  very  sad 
calf  and  cried  so  many  times  be¬ 
cause  the  flies  bothered  him  so  and 
he  could  not  chase  them  away. 

One  day  Wiley  and  Claude  went 
over  to  see  Bobby.  They  saw  how 
sad  he  looked  and  wondered  what 
they  could  do  for  him  so  that  he 
could  swish  the  flies  off  for  him¬ 
self. 

Wiley  said,  “let  us  see  if  we  can 
fix  him  a  grass  rope  tail,  then  may¬ 
be  he  can  learn  to  use  it  to  swish  off 
the  flies.” 

Claude  said,  “I  believe  that  will 
be  a  good  idea.  You  get  the  rope 
»  and  I  will  get  some  tape.  We  can 
see  if  it  will  work.” 

After  getting  the  grass  rope,  they 
cut  off  a  piece  that  was  just  the 
right  length.  They  fixed  one  end 
so  that  it  would  swish  about,  the 
other  end  they  taped  to  the  stub  of 
Bobby’s  tail.  Now  at  first  poor  Bob¬ 
by  did  not  know  what  to  do.  At 
first  he  tried  to  get  rid  of  this 
new  tail.  In  trying  to  get  rid  of  it, 
he  found  that  he  could  swish  it  a 
little  bit.  Then  instead  of  trying 
to  get  rid  of  it,  he  tried  to  see  if 
he  could  swish  it  about  some  more. 
Before  long  he  learned  how  to  swish 
about  his  grass  rope  tail.  This  made 
him  very  happy  for  now  he  could 
swish  the  flies  off  his  back.  He 
went  to  Wiley  and  Claude  and  lick¬ 
ed  their  hands  to  show  how  happy 
he  was.  Then  he  mooed  a  moo  of 
thanks  and  went  to  show  his  new 
tail  to  his  mother  Blackie  and  to 
all  the  other  animals.  He  was  now 
a  very  happy  calf.  No  longer  was 
he  sad,  for  now  he  could  swish  away 
the  flies  as  all  other  calves  could. — 
Wilmar,  Ark. 

A  WALK  IN  WINTER 

By  Edith  Dunn  Bolar 

Mother  and  Lucy  and  Dot  and  I 

Took  a  walk  through  the  fields 
one  day 

When  the  paths  were  frozen  be¬ 
neath  our  feet 

And  the  hills  under  white  snow 
lay. 

Crisscross,  crisscross  on  the  glisten¬ 
ing  snow 

Were  the  marks  of  many  feet, 
Where  the  wild  little  things  of  the 


OFF  TO  SCHOOL 


Off  to  school  on  a  wintry  day, 

No  time  for  lingering  along  the  way. 

Teeth  brushed  and  hair  in  place, 
And  a  happy  smile  on  Mother’s  face. 

Lessons  learned,  oh,  what  a  joy 
Is  this  thoughtful,  happy  boy. 

— A.E.W. 


fields  and  woods 

Had  searched  for  some  food  to  eat. 

We  took  from  our  pocket  a  goodly 
store 

Of  crumbs  and  nuts  and  seeds, 

And  scattered  them  there  by  the 
frozen  path, 

Enough  for  the  wild  things’  needs. 

And  I  am  sure  ivhen  the  squirrels 
and  birds 

Found  their  feast  we  had  laid 
that  day, 

They  must  have  been  glad  some 
kjndly  folks 

Had  chosen  to  walk  that  way. 

— Evangelical  Messenger 


Two  horse-traders  engaged  in  a 
rather  bitter  discussion.  Said  the 
first,  “That  horse  you  sold  me  is  al¬ 
most  blind.”  • 

“Well,”  answered  the  other  truth¬ 
fully,  “I  told  you  he  was  a  fine 
horse  but  that  he  didn’t  look  good.” 
— Santa  Fe  Mag,  hm,  Santa  Fe  Ry. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


“Can  a  leopard  change  its  spots?” 
the  teachers  asked  the  class  of  tiny 
tots. 

The  children  all  agreed  that  he 
could  not — all,  that  is,  except  little 
Willie. 

“So  you  think  a  leopard  can 
change  his  spots?”  the  teacher  chal¬ 
lenged  Willie. 

“Yes,”  Willie  replied.  “If  he  gets 
tired  of  one  spot,  he  can  get  up  and 
change  to  another  spot.” — Oral  Hy¬ 
giene. 

*  *  * 

The  lawyer  was  attempting  to  dis¬ 
credit  a  witness.  ‘You  say,”  he  chal¬ 
lenged,  “that  you  came  to  the  city  in 
search  of  work.  I  put  it  to  you  that 
there  was  another,  a  stronger, 
motive  that  brought  you  here.” 

“There  was,”  said  the  witness 
blandly.  “A  locomotive.” 


DURING  THE  FIFTH  DAY  GOD  SAIDfLET 

THE  WATERS  BRING  FORTH  ABUNDANTLY^ 
,  the  MOVING  CREATURE  HAVING  LIFE. 


©H.  M£TER  t  ASSOC 


GOD  ALGO  MADE  THE  BIRDS  THAT  FLY 
AND  THE  BEAST  OF  THE  EARTH  , 
ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  KINDS. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


'jT 


1 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  * 

ARKANSAS-LOUIS1ANA  AREA 


NEW  SOCIETY  AT 
PINE  GROVE 

A  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  was  organized  January  3, 
1956  at  the  Pine  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston  district,  with  seven¬ 
teen  members.  Mrs.  W.  D.  Wren,  Sr., 
is  president;  Mrs.  Herman  Ward, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  William  Dunn, 
secretary  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Miller, 


treasurer. 


The  Denham  Springs  Guild  met 
January  9  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Har¬ 
ry  Jackson  with  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hall, 
president,  presiding. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Tyler,  who 
have  recently  returned  from  an 
eighteen  month  stay  in  India,  show¬ 
ed  colored  slides  and  told  of  their 
experiences. 


United  Church  Women  Hold  Eleventh 
Annual  Meeting 


United  Church  Women  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  held  their  eleventh  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  January  12,  and  13  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
with  nearly  200  women  from  over 
the  state  finding  that  in  joining  to¬ 
gether  Christian  y/omen  can  discuss 
mutual  concerns  to  everyone’s  ad¬ 
vantage. 

Mrs.  Kyle  Engler,  president  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  Board  meeting,  and 
the  general  meeting,  at  which  the 
standing  rules  were  adopted,  and  a 
budget  of  J>1200  was  adopted  for 
1956. 

Mrs.  Paul  S'tuart,  1st  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident,  was  chairman  of  the  program 
which  carried  out  the  theme  of  the 
National  Assembly  of  Church  Wom¬ 
en,  “The  Working  of  His  Power 
Within  Us,  Among  Us  and  Through 
Us.”  A  report  of  this  assembly  was 
given  by  a  panel  composed  of  Mrs. 
Sly,  Mrs.  Webb  Phillips,  and  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Draper,  moderated  by  Mrs. 
R.  H.  Cole.  Devotionals  were  giv¬ 
en  around  the  theme  by  Mrs.  David 
McMullin. 

Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  present¬ 
ed  the  status  of  the  Arkansas  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  of  which  he  is  the 
president,  and  spoke  of  the  great 
value  of  the  ecumenical  movement, 
speaking  of  the  great  part  that  the 
women  had  had  in  bringing  this 
about. 


Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson  moderated 
a  panel  based  on  three  of  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  Christians  today:  Desegre¬ 
gation,  Rev.  Colbert  Cartwright; 
Better  Government,  Mrs.  LeMon 
Clark;  and  Better  Education  for 
Children,  Mrs.  Edgar  Dixon. 

The  work  of  the  United  Church 
Women  among  the  migrants  in  Ar¬ 
kansas  was  present  by  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Rainwater,  Blytheville. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  meeting  was 
Mrs.  David  M.  Baker,  editor  THE 
CHURCH  WOMAN,  who  through 
her  two  messages,  gave  an  insight 
of  the  world  fellowship  team  of 
which  she  was  a  part,  and  its  mes¬ 
sage  of  Interdenominational,  Inter¬ 
racial,  and  International. 

Special  meals  were  the  United 
Nations  Banquet,  presided  over  by 
Mrs.  George  Meyer,  and  the  Church 
Woman  Luncheon,  with  Miss  Myrtle 
Charles  in  charge.  Special  Music  was 
provided  for  the  evening  service  by 
the  Philander  Smith  College  Choir. 

Communion  was  served  by  Rev. 
John  W.  Lindsey,  associate  pastor, 
early  Friday  morning.  Mrs.  Chris¬ 
tine  Johnson  sang,  “Let  Us  Break 
Bread  Together”.  Mr.  John  Sum¬ 
mers,  minister  of  music  was  organist 
for  the  meeting.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harrison 
was  General  Chairman  of  Local  Ar¬ 
rangements. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  St.  Bernard  Methodist 
Church,  Chalmette,  is  having 
Monthly  Prayer  Meetings,  the  first 
Friday  of  each  month  at  9:30  a.  m. 
in  the  Sanctuary. 

This  service  is  for  the  women  of 
the  church  and  community  and  to 
date  approximately  20  women  have 
been  attending.  Mrs.  John  Weese, 
Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life  is  in 
charge  of  this  important  phase  of 
the  W.S.C.S. 

The  theme  for  the  January  6  serv¬ 
ice  was  ‘‘THE  CALCULATED 
RISKS  OF  PRAYER”,  given  by  Mrs. 
D.  L.  Comeaux,  a  member  of  the 
society.  The  theme  for  the  February 
3  service  will  be  “KEYS  TO  HAP¬ 
PINESS”,  with  the  “Key”  being  the 
“S'ermon  on  the  Mount”.  Mrs.  Robert 
Barr,  also  a  member  of  the  society, 
will  preside  at  this  service. 


The  Evening  Circle,  or  Circle  No. 
2,  of  St.  Mark’s  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  is  proving  to  be  a 
very  active  group.  This  circle  was 
established  in  June,  1955  in  order 
to  serve  a  group  of  women  who  find 
it  extremely  hard  or  impossible  to 
attend  the  day  circle  due  to  small 
children  whom  they  must  leave  with 


husbands,  part  or  full-time  jobs,  and 
other  comparable  factors.  Mrs.  Al¬ 
fred  Parek  is  the  able  chairman  of 
this  group  and  under  her  guidance 
and  with  the  help  of  Mrs.  William 
Lazauskas,  President  of  the  St. 
Mark’s  W.  S.  C.  S.,  many  excellent 
programs  are  presented.  Out  of  these 
programs  a  full  and  varied  action 
has  come. 

In  October  a  box  was  sent  to  the 
Harris  Memorial  Training  School  in 
Manila. 

At  Thanksgiving  a  basket,  along 
with  a  week’s  supply  of  groceries, 
was  given  to  a  needy  family  of  three. 

At  Christmas  the  group  “adopted” 
a  needy  family  consisting  of  a 
mother  and  four  children,  living  in 
a  housing  project  not  far  from  St. 
Mark’s  and  bought  them  shoes  and 
other  much-needed  articles  of  cloth¬ 
ing.  Some  furniture  has  also  been 
given  to  other  families  in  this  project 
as  the  need  arose. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  needy  families  in  the  com¬ 
munity  surrounding  St.  Mark’s,  this 
enterprising  group  of  women  has 
also  established  a  clothing  bank. 
New  and  used  clothing  are  gathered 
from  all  available  sources  and  plac¬ 
ed  in  the  custody  of  Mrs.  T.  O.  Carl- 
strom,  the  pastor’s  wife,  who  gives 
them  to  those  who  seek  and  from 


Mrs.  Landrum  Honored  By  Guild 


— Photo  by  Methodist  Information 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum,  left,  is  shown  being  presented  a  wrist  watch  by 
Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  as  Miss  Annie  Winburne,  president  of  the  Gwendolyn 
Landrum  Guild,  watches. 


Monday  evening,  January  23,  was 
designated  Gwendolyn  Landrum  Ap¬ 
preciation  Night  by  the  Guilds  and 
Woman’s  Society  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  at  a  dinner 
meeting  which  was  attended  by  over 
one  hundred  people.  Special  guests 
were  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  wife  of 
Bishop  Martin,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hender¬ 
son,  president  of  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Thomas, 
conference  secretary  of  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.  Rev.  John  W.  Lind¬ 
sey,  associate  pastor,  gave  the  Invo¬ 
cation. 

Miss  Annie  Winburne,  president  of 
Guild  No.  1,  presided  over  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  announced  that  by  action  of 
the  Guild,  it  would  henceforth  be 
known  as  the  Gwendolyn  Landrum 
Guild. 

Guild  No.  1  was  the  first  Guild 
formed  at  First  Church  following 
unification;  formerly  being  a  Busi¬ 
ness  and  Professional  Women’s  Cir¬ 
cle,  it  was  organized  by  Miss  Martha 
Allis,  and  Mrs.  Joe  Simpson,  who 
served  as  co-ordinator  until  1952, 
when  she  became  president  of  the 
Little  Rock  District  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Hitchcock  was  the  first  Guild  pres¬ 
ident. 

Mrs.  M.  O.  Bettis,  district  Guild 
secretary,  reported  that  the  Action 
Committee  of  the  study  on  the  “In- 


herself  and  her  husband. 

With  the  advent  of  the  new  St. 
Mark’s  parsonage,  the  group  also 
contributed  toward  the  furnishing  of 
the  building. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  January  24th, 
at  6:30  the  Evening  Circle  was 
honored  at  a  supper  given  for  them 
by  the  day  group  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  to  which  each  of  them 
brought  a  guest,  preferably  one 
they  consider  good  material  for  the 
Evening  Circle. 


troduction  to  Five  Spiritual  Clas¬ 
sics,”  of  which  this  was  the  third 
session,  wished  to  honor  Mrs.  Land¬ 
rum  by  having  her  name  the  recip¬ 
ient  of  the  Love  Gift.  Mrs.  Landrum 
asked  that  this  be  put  into  devotional 
literature  for  the  Library  at  Alders- 
gate  Camp,  which  is  a  Guild  project. 

Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  pastor,  on 
behalf  of  the  four  Guilds  and  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  First  Church, 
presented  a  wrist  watch  to  Mrs. 
Landrum.  Miss  Mary  Florence  Sco- 
bey,  general  chairman  for  the  din¬ 
ner,  read  a  tribute  from  Mrs.  Earl  D. 
Cotton,  Jurisdiction  secretary  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  and  Local 
Church  Activities,  who  could  not  at¬ 
tend  because  of  illness. 

Mrs.  Landrum,  prior  to  becoming 
a  Field  Worker  for  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
served  in  many  capacities:  president 
of  the  Marvin  Methodist  Church 
Woman’s  Society,  Tyler,  Texas, 
president  of  the  Corsicana  District 
Woman’s  Society;  president  of  the 
Central  Texas  Conference;  and  sec¬ 
retary  Qf  Christian  Social  Relations 
and  Local  Church  Activities  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Woman’s 
Society.  Before  unification  she  was 
a  Member-At-Large  of  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Council,  and  in  1940  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Missions.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  St.  Bernard  Methodist 
Church,  Chalmette,  held  its  An¬ 
nual  Membership  Luncheon,  noon, 
January  25,  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of 
the  church. 

Twelve  new  members  have  been 
added  to  the  society  this  year,  and 
this  luncheon  was  in  their  honor. 
Mrs.  Willard  Colburn,'  President  pre¬ 
sided,  and  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  pastor, 
spoke  on  the  “RESPONSIBILITY 
OF  CHRISTIAN  WOMEN  IN  THE 
WORLD  TODAY”. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 
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Mr.  AND  MRS.  MARSH  WROTEN,  members 
of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  cele¬ 
brated  their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary  on 
Sunday,  January  29. 

ARTIN  LUTHER,  the  full-length  feature  film 
was  shown  in  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Denham  Springs  on  Thursday  night,  January 
19,  and  again  on  Sunday  night,  January  22. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  pastor  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  will  be  the 
preacher  in  pre-Easter  services,  ,March  11 
through  March  16,  at  the  Tallulah  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo  is  pastor. 

REV.  TRACY  ARNOLD,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  Haynes¬ 
ville  Methodist  Church  on  Thursday  evening, 
January  26. 

DR.  W.  F.  PLEDGER  of  Shreveport  preach¬ 
ed  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Mag¬ 
nolia,  Arkansas,  on  Sunday  morning,  January 
22.  Dr.  Pledger  is  on  the  faculty  of  Centenary 
College. 

DR.  W.  W.  PATE,  head  of  the  commerce  and 
economics  department  at  Centenary  College, 
spoke  on  “The  Current  Economic  Picture”  before 
the  Shreveport  Round  Table  Club  last  Thursday 
at  the  Capt.  Shreve  Hotel.  Dr.  Broox  Garrett 
is  president  of  the  men’s  luncheon  club. 

REV.  W.  H.  McFADDEN,  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Monroe,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  ob¬ 
servance  at  the  Southside  Church  of  West 
Monroe  on  Friday,  February  17,  at  10:00  a.m. 
Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  A.  S.  J.  NEILL,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  passed  away  at  his 
home  in  Bastrop  on  Thursday  morning,  January 
19,  at  the  age  of  85  years.  He  had  46  years  of 
active  service  in  the  ministry.  A  fuller  notice 
appears  on  page  15  of  this  issue. 

MRS.  ALIDA  CORY,  member  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Associ¬ 
ation  of  New  Orleans,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
vesper  service  of  Rayne  Memorial  on  Sunday 
evening,  January  22. 

W.  B.  GLOVER,  of  Winnsboro,  associate  lay 
leader  of  the  Monroe  District,  spoke  to  the 
newly-organized  Methodist  Men’s  Club  in  Vi- 
dalia  recently  and  presented  the  charter  to  the 
group.  Officers  of  the  club  are  Dolph  Henry, 
president;  Mayo  Hilburn,  vice-president;  J.  L. 
Horton,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  J.  T.  Lentz. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  and 
Louisiana  Conference  Missionary  Secretary,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  morning  service  of  the 
Parker  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  on  Sunday  morning,  January  22.  Rev.  E. 
J.  Barksdale  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

HE  PASTORS  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
and  the  Broadmoor  Presbyterian  Churches 
of  Shreveport  exchanged  pulpits  on  Sunday 
morning,  January  15.  Rev.  Thomas  Duncan 
spoke  at  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  and 
Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck  spoke  at  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

R.  WEBB  POMEROY,  assistant  professor  of 
Bible  at  Centenary  College,  has  been  as¬ 
signed  to  prepare  a  3,200-word  sermon  on  the 
topic,  “God  and  Country,”  for  the  Ministers  Re¬ 
search  Foundation  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  The 
sermon  will  be  suitable  for  use  by  clergymen 
addressing  Boy  Scouts  and  adult  workers  in 
the  Scouting  movement. 

YOUTH  CHOIR  has  been  organized  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Welsh  with  37 
members.  The  organizational  meeting  was  held 
on  Sunday,  January  8.  Among  the  plans  for 
the  new  choir  is  the  acquiring  of  new  robes 
and  the  preparation  of  a  special  program  of 
Easter  music.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


A  RECREATION  WORKSHOP  is  being  held 
in  the  Arcadia  Methodist  Church  with  Rev. 
Dan  R.  Robinson,  pastor  at  Minden,  as  the  in¬ 
structor.  Sessions  were  held  on  January  16  and 
30  and  another  session  will  be  held  on  February 
6.  Pastors,  adult  counselors  of  youth  and  se¬ 
lected  youth  from  each  Methodist  church  in  the 
area  are  attending. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  has  been  made  that  the 
goal  of  $10,000  which  was  set  by  the  Ray- 
ville  Methodist  Church  to  be  raised  by  January 
15  toward  a  fund  for  the  construction  of  an  ed¬ 
ucational  building  had  been  exceeded  by  $400. 
The  plan  is  to  raise  more  funds  so  that  work  on 
the  proposed  building  can  start  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Rev.  J.  L.  Kilpatrick  is  the  pastor. 

EV.  FRANK  C.  COLLINS  of  Elton  preached 
at  his  church  on  Sunday,  January  22,  after 
seven  weeks’  absence  on  account  of  illness.  He 
desires  to  thank  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District,  for  sup¬ 
plying  the  pulpit  during  these  weeks.  Brother 
Collins  expects  to  take  up  the  work  of  the  charge 
as  rapidly  as  his  strength  will  permit. 

DR.  EARL  R.  BROWN,  national  missions  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Methodist  Church,  says:  “The 
next  ten  years  present  the  greatest  challenge 
ever  faced  by  our  church.  The  changing  inner 
city,  the  bulging  suburbs,  the  nearly  abandoned 
rural  sections,  and  the  new  rural  industrial  a- 
reas  present  a  challenge  unprecedented.  In  each 
instance  groups  of  humanity  are  trying  to  find 
a  better  way  of  life  with  little  experience  to 
guide  them.” 

A  TRAINING  SCHOOL  for  the  Shreveport 
District,  which  opened  on  January  29  and 
will  rim  through  Thursday  evening,  February 
2,  is  being  held  at  the  Noel  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Courses  include  “Guiding  Chil¬ 
dren  in  Christian  Growth,”  Miss  Olive  Smith; 
“Understanding  Children,”  Mrs.  A.  Q.  Sartain; 
“The  Christian  Faith  and  Way,”  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane;  “The  Study  of  the  New  Testament,” 
Professor  William  Fraser. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  and  the  Shreveport 
Symphony  Society  have  joined  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Federation  of  Music 
Clubs  to  offer  a  scholarship  for  string  musicians. 
The  scholarship  will  provide  full  room,  board 
and  tuition  costs  for  a  string  musician  who  can 
play  in  the  Shreveport  Symphony  and  meet  the 
scholastic  requirements  of  the  college.  The 
award  is  designed  to  help  combat  the  shortage 
of  string  musicians  which  symphony  groups 
throughout  the  country  now  are  experiencing. 

A  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  was  organized 
at  a  supper  meeting  at  the  Marksville  Meth-' 
odist  Church  on  Thursday  evening,  January  26, 
with  20  men  present.  The  group,  which  is  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  charter  from  the  General  Board 
of  Activities  of  the  Methodist  Church,  elected 
Dave  Chapman,  president;  E.  M.  Elliott,  vice- 
president,  and  Steve  Coco,  secretary-treasurer. 
The  group  will  have  monthly  meetings  on  the 
third  Thursday.  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

GEORGE  KRAMER,  church  organist  from 
Lake  Charles,  was  guest  organist  and 
speaker  at  the  Sunday  evening  service  of  music 
at  the  Welsh  Methodist  Church  on  January  22. 
Selections  by  the  adult  choir  and  the  newly- 
organized  youth  choir,  a  piano-organ  duet  by 
Mr.  Kramer  and  Henry  Gillett,  the  Welsh  organ¬ 
ist,  and  an  informal  talk  on  church  music  and 
the  Methodist  Hymnal  by  Mr.  Kramer,  made 
up  the  worship  service.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  pas¬ 
tor  at  Welsh. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN  of  the  Bayou  Chicot 
Methodist  Church  met  on  Friday  night,  Jan¬ 
uary  20,  for  a  chicken  supper.  Twelve  members 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
were  present  for  the  meal  and  later  both  groups 
had  their  meetings.  Seventeen  members  of  the 
Men’s  Club  were  present  and  three  visitors. 
Gary  Compton  of  SLI  talked  on  the  work  of 
the  MSM  and  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  thq 


school.  The  members  voted  to  assist  other 
churches  in  the  organization  of  Methodist  Men’s 
Clubs. 

THE  ART  CLUB  of  Centenary  College  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  series  of  three  act  shows  during 
the  next  few  months.  From  February  8  through 
February  22,  the  work  of  outstanding  art  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  college  will  be  on  display,  and  from 
February  29  through  March  14,  the  work  of 
Robert  Madden,  Centenary  graduate  and  well- 
known  local  artist,  will  be  exhibited.  The  third 
show  will  be  a  display  of  the  work  of  faculty 
members  of  the  art  department.  This  is  slated 
for  March  21  through  March  28.  Don  Brown  is 
head  of  the  art  department,  and  Miss  Frankie 
Stephens  of  Logansport  is  president  of  the  Art 
Club. 

MRS.  DAISY  F.  BERGESON,  of  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  writes  that  a  reunion  of  former  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  Mansfield  Female  College  will  be 
held  at  Caney  Lake  Methodist  Camp,  just  north 
of  Minden  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  April  21 
and  22.  The  event  is  open  to  all  former  stu¬ 
dents  of  Mansfield  Female  College,  whether  in 
the  model  school  or  the  college  department.  It 
is  also  open  to  any  of  the  faculty  members  or 
families  of  presidents  who  lived  on  the  campus. 
The  school  has  not  been  in  operation  since  1930. 
Mrs.  Bergeson  would  like  for  any  person  who 
knows  the  name  and  address  of  a  former  stu- 
'  dent  or  teacher  to  write  her  at  125  Splane  Drive, 
West  Monroe,  so  that  she  may  send  them  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  reunion. 

MRS.  INDUK  PAHK,  Korean  lecturer  and 
author,  gave  a  one-day  series  of  lectures  at 
the  First  Methodist-dHhurch  of  Shrevepbrt  on 
Friday,  January  10.  The  lectures,  which  were 
sponsored  by  the  Interdenominational  Prayer 
Groups,  were  given  at  10:00  a.  m.  in  the  Sam  K. 
Baird  Hall,  at  12:15  p.  m.  to  a  meeting  of  men’s 
prayer  groups  and  at  7:30  p.  m.  in  the  church 
sanctuary.  The  author  of  an  autobiography  en¬ 
titled  “September  Monkey,”  Mrs.  Pahk  worked 
for  the  military  government  during  the  Amer¬ 
ican  occupation  in  Korea  as  a  radio  lecturer, 
broadcasting  to  her  countrymen  weekly  for  the 
first  18  months  of  the  Korean  War.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Ewha  College  in  Seoul,  Wesleyan 
College,  and  received  her  master  of  arts  degree 
from  Columbia  University. 

THE  CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR,  under 
the  direction  of  A.  C.  Voran,  presented  a 
concert  of  sacred  music  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Denham  Springs  on  Wednesday  night, 
January  25,  to  a  large  congregation  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  the  church.  A  buffet  supper  was  served 
the  choir  by  the  circles  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild.  Twenty-six  homes  of  the  church  were 
opened  for  the  entertainment  of  the  choir  over¬ 
night.  The  Hospitality  Committee  in  charge  of 
arrangements  included  Mrs.  J.  O.  Burnett  and 
Mrs.  Joe  Jackson,  co-chairman,  Mrs.  Harry  Jack- 
son,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Neal  and  Mrs.  Dempsey  Kerr.  On 
Thursday  morning,  the  choir  sang  for  the  400 
high  school  students  at  the  high  school  in  the 
newly-opened  $100,000  gymnasium-auditorium. 


BISHOP  MARTIN  ANNOUNCES 
APPOINTMENT 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  announces  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan  as  pastor  at 
Quitman  in  the  Ruston  District.  Mr.  Morgan  has 
been  serving  the  Rocky  Mount-Grand  Bayou 
Charge. 


AREA  METHODIST  CIRCULATION 
CAMPAIGN 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


District 

Quota 

Report  No.  2 
Re- 

New  new. 

Not 

Due 

Total 

%  of 
Quota 

Ruston  . 

....  1446 

305 

1235 

13 

1553** 

107% 

Shreveport  ... 

...  2469 

433 

870 

34 

1337 

54% 

Baton  Rouge 

...2076 

374 

884 

21 

1279 

61% 

Monroe  . 

...1556 

233 

907 

6 

1146 

74% 

Alexandria  .... 

...1075 

289 

794 

13 

1096** 

102% 

Lafayette  . 

...1037 

309 

744 

12 

1065** 

103% 

Lake  Charles 

...1176 

327 

619 

13 

959 

82% 

New  Orleans 

.  ...1463 

231 

529 

4 

764 

52% 

Totals  . 

. 2501 

6582 

116 

9199 

*  Charge  has  reached  quota. 
**  Charge  has  exceeded  quota. 
*2  Charge  has  doubled  quota. 
*3  Charge  has  trebled  quota. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.  m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.  m.  the  second  date.) 

Jan.  31-Feb.  1 — (1.)  Iowa,  W.  F. 
Howell;  (2.)  Farmerville,  William 

V.  Sirman 

Feb.  1-2 — Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Wine- 
geart 

Feb.  2-3 — F  irst  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  Carl  F.  Lueg 
Feb.  3-4 — Trinity,  Alexandria,  Otis 

W.  Spinks 

Feb.  5-6 — Faith,  Natchitoches,  J.  W. 
Lee 

Feb.  6-7—  (l.)Pollock,  John  Sayes; 

(2.)  Ringold,  W.  H.  Carroll 
Feb.  7-8 — Ball,  Odell  Simmons 
Feb.  8-9— (1.)  La.  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation,  Miss  Pearlye  Maye 
'  Kelley,  Dir.;  (2.)  Hollins  Chapel, 
Ed  Pickens 

Feb.  9-10 — Elizabeth,  James  R. 
Strozier 

Feb.  10-11— Palestine,  R.  E.  Carter 
Inspiring  reports  on  the  Prayer 
Vigils  are  coming  in  from  over  the. 
conference.  Rev.  Hubert  A.  Gibbs 
reports  that  Arcadia  and  Mt.  Mariah 
derived  much  good  from  their  vigil. 
The  Mt.  Mariah  Church  had  respon¬ 
sibility  for  six  of  the  twenty-four 
hours  January  9-10.  Brother  Gibbs 
tells  us  that  two  prayer  groups  are 
now  meeting  and  that  they  are  con¬ 
templating  the  setting  up  of  prayer 
cells.  One  family  told  the  pastor 
that  the  family  prayer  circle  had 
been  re-established. 

Reports  from  other  churches  will 
be  appreciated. — W.  D.  Boddie 


MEETING  OF  PINE 
GROVE  ADULT  CLASS 

The  Pine  Grove  Adult  Sunday 
School  Class  held  its  regular  month¬ 
ly  meeting  recently  in  the  new  par¬ 
sonage  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  L. 
Cagle  as  hosts.  Mrs.  G.  N.  White  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Harris  served  as  co¬ 
hostesses. 

The  valentine  motif  was  used  and 
the  parsonage  was  decorated  with 
cupids,  bows'  and  arrows. 

Oneta  Tuggle,  president,  presided 
over  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Jodie  White 
led  in  singing,  “An  Evening  Ode,” 
followed  by  unison  prayer.  Mrs. 
Cagle  read  the  13th  chapter  of  1st 
Corinthians  and  spoke  on  St.  Valen¬ 
tine,  closing  with  prayer. 

It  was  suggested  that  all  class 
members  participate  in  a  card  show¬ 
er  for  Mrs.  Fannie  Kirkley,  class 
mother,  who  has  recently  returned 
to  her  home  after  a  prolonged  stay 
in  the  Minden  Sanitarium. 

Mrs.  Chris  Coleman  was  elected  to 
serve  as  publicity  secretary. 

After  a  recreation  period,  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
February  2  with  Mrs.  Chris  Cole¬ 
man  as  hostess  and  Mrs.  James  R- 
Stewart  and  Mrs.  Rodney  White 
serving  as  co-hostesses. — Reporter 


60  MILLION  GIVEN 
CHURCH  SCHOOLS 
IN  1955 

St.  Louis  (MS)  —  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  colleges  and  universities  in 
1955  received  an  estimated  $60,000,- 
000  in  voluntary  gifts  and  grants, 
according  to  an  announcement  made 
in  connection  with  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  St.  Louis,  Jan.  9-10. 

This  figure  includes  the  Ford 
Foundation  grants  which  made 
available  some  $25,110,700  to^  70 
Methodist  institutions  to  assist  them 
in  their  efforts  to  increase  faculty 
salaries. 


SUCCESSFUL  SCHOOL  OF 
MISSIONS  AT 
WYNN  MEMORIAL 

Wynn  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  completed  on  January 
13  a  School  of  Missions  using  the 
churchwide  study  book  ‘.‘South  of 
The  Himalayas”.  This  study  is  a  part 
of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
observance  of  Methodist  work  in 
Pakistan. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Pledger,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  professor  and  a  former  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  in  India,  served  as 
instructor  during  three  evenings  of 
study.  The  local  school  was  conclud¬ 
ed  on  the  fourth  day  with  a  basket 
supper,  mission  films  on  Pakistan 
and  India,  and  discussion  of  advance 
projects  in  those  countries. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  Rev.  D.  L.  Mc¬ 
Guire,  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  A.  L.  Thomas,  layman 
of  Wynn  Memorial,  and  the  host 
pastor,  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie,  led  the  de¬ 
votional  period  that  began  each  of 
the  four  sessions  of  the  school. 

The  local  school  was  set  up  by 
the  Commission  on  Missions,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  B.  R.  Lightfoot, 
Chairman.  Committees  on  Worship, 
Study,  Literature,  Registration,  Dec- 
orations.  Fellowship,  Publicity, 
Kitchen,  and  Nursery  gave  excellent 
co-operation  and  worked  hard  to 
make  the  school  a  great  success. 

One  hundred  seventeen  persons 
registered  during  the  course  of 
study,  with  ninety-one  of  these  at¬ 
tending  three  of  the  four  sessions 
during  the  week. 

The  Commission  on  Missions  has 
included  a  local  church  School  of 
Missions  as  a  part  of  its  annual  plan 
of  work,  with  the  purpose  of  inform¬ 
ing  the  membership  about  work  in 
mission  fields  as  well  as  give  em¬ 
phasis  to  the  acceptance  of  new  Ad¬ 
vance  projects  by  the  local  church. 
— Reporter 


ACTIVITIES  AT 
CHRISTMAS  AT 
WAKEFIELD  MEMORIAL 

A  pulpit  Bible  was  presented  to 
the  Wakefield  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Cameron  on  Universal 
Bible  Sunday,  December  11,  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  B.  Kornegay  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Kornega^’s  father, 
Bryan  O.  Kornegay. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  church  held  its  an¬ 
nual  Christmas  party  in  the  recrea¬ 
tion  room  of  the  church.  Decorations 
carried  out  the  Christmas  theme. 
Stories  and  poems  were  given  and 
the  group  joined  in  the  singing  of 
carols.  A  very  effective  ceremony 
was  held  prior  to  the  serving  of  re¬ 
freshments.  In  the  center  of  the 
table  ,was  a  cake  with  one  central 
candle  surrounded  by  twelve  smaller 
candles.  The  central  candle  repre¬ 
sented  Christ  and  the  twelve  smaller 
candles  symoblized  the  twelve 
months  of  the  year.  Each  smaller 
candle  was  lighted  from  the  large 
candle  by  a  person  celebrating  her 
birthday  in  that  month.  Mrs.  U.  E. 
Hackett  served  as  chairman  of  the 
event. 

The  annual  Sunday  School  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  and  party  was  held  at  the 
church  on  December  22.  Each  class 
had  a  part  in  the  program.  Santa 
Claus  visited  the  children.  Refresh¬ 
ments  were  served. 

The  Grand  Chenier  Methodist 
Church  was  guest  of  the  church  for 
the  Christmas  church  service. — Iris 
Pichnic. 


RECEPTION  FOR 
CHAPLAINS  AT  LEESVILLE 

A  reception  was  given  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  January  15,  by  the 
churches  of  Leesville  for  the  chap¬ 
lains  at  Fort  Polk.  The  purpose  of 
the  meeting,  according  to  Rev.  Oak¬ 
ley  Leej  pastor  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  was  to  get  acquainted 
with  the  Chaplains’  Corp  and  to  in¬ 
sure  them  the  whole-hearted  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Leesville  church  com¬ 
munity. 

Chaplain  Harry  Coder,  (Lt.  Col.) 
division  chaplain  for  the  First  Ar¬ 
mored  Division  and  Mrs.  Coder,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  following  division 
chaplain  and  their  wives  were  pres¬ 
ent:  Major  Gerald  C.  Dean,  Captain 
Claude  A.  Steele,  Captain  Jasper  E. 
Masseger,  Major  John  R.  Elrod,  First 
Lieutenant  Robert  L.  Slimp,  First 
Lieutenant  F.  J.  Radford,  Major  Wil¬ 
liam  K.  Graw,  Captain  E.  B.  Reh- 
kopf  and  Major  G.  A.  Nalley. 

The  following  ministers  from  the 
Leesville  churches  took  part:  Rev.  F. 
J.  Rateau,  Catholic  Church;  Dr.  R. 
S.  Crawford,  First  Baptist  Church; 
Rev.  Glenn  Reeves,  First  Christian 
Church,  and  Rev.  Oakley  Lee,  First 
Methodist  Church,  and  also  Mrs.  Lee. 


REVIVAL  AT 
HOPE  CHAPEL 

The  mid  -  winter  services  which 
had  been  planned  and  about  which 
the  church  had  prayed  for  some 
weeks,  began  at  the  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  service  on  January  15  at  the 
Hope  Chapel  Methodist  Church  with 
Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard,  pastor  of  Buras- 


ST.  BERNARD  CHILDREN 
STUDYING  MISSIONS 

The  Junior  Church  of  the  St. 
Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chal- 
mette,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  pastor, 
has  its  foreign  mission  study  under¬ 
way,  at  the  morning  worship  serv¬ 
ice.  They  have  selected  “Good  News 
for  all  People”  by  Carrie  Lou  God¬ 
dard,  and  this  study  will  incorporate 
seven  one  hour  sessions.  At  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  study,  a  project  for 
the  children  of  India  will  be  under¬ 
taken. 

The  Junior  Methodist  Fellowship, 
meeting  Sunday  nights,  will  take  as 
its  foreign  mission  study,  “Spreading 
the  Gospel  Today”  by  Marie  Mober- 
ly.  This  also  will  be  seven  one  hour 
sessions,  and  upon  the  completion  of 
this  study,  will  cooperate  with  the 
Junior  Church  in  the  project  for 
the  country  of  India. 

The  Primary  and  Junior  studies  of 
the  Indian  Americans  were  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  both  groups  in  Novem¬ 
ber. — Reporter 


Triumph  Church,  doing  the  preach¬ 
ing.  Brother  Pinkard  was  assisted 
in  the  services  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Sten- 
nett,  local  preacher  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  Fred  W. 
Campbell,  pastor  of  Hope  Chapel. 

Members  from  the  Baptist  Church 
attended  each  service. 

A  great  spiritual  uplift  was  ex¬ 
perienced  by  all  who  attended  the 
services,  according  to  report. 

The  meeting  began  on  Sunday, 
January  15,  and  ran  through  Friday, 
January  20. 


Louisiana  Conference  Essay-Speech  Contest 


SUBJECT  FOR  1956: 


“THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  BEER” 


Contestants  Eligible:  M.Y.F.  Members  of  High  School  Age 


(TIME  LIMIT:  Ten  Minutes) 


Points  to  be  Judged 

Content:  Research,  Illustration,  Originality 

Presentation:  Speech,  Development  of  Theme,  Persuasiveness 


Dates  of  Contest 

1.  Local  Church:  February  12  or  19th  or  later 

2.  District  or  Sub-District  Run-offs:  February  26th  or  March  4th  or  later 

3.  Finals:  April  7,  1956,  10  A.M.,  in  First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 
(Note:  Sub-District  Contests  should  be  followed  by  District  Run-offs  where 
necessary  to  determine  the  District  Winner.  All  District  Winners  must  be 
certified  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  Rev.  Frank  C.  Collins, 
Elton,  La.,  immediately  after  the  District  Run-off, — not  later  than  March  15th!) 


Prizes 

Given  by  Local  Church:  1st  Prize  $5.00;  2nd — $3.00;  3rd — $2.00 

Given  by  Districts:  1st  Prize  $13.00;  2nd — $7.00;  3rd — $5.00 

By  Board  of  Temperance:  1st  Prize  $100;  2nd — $50.00  ;  3rd — $25.00;  and  $10.00 

to  each  of  the  others  competing  in  the  Finals.  Note  prizes  for  all  who  enter 

finals. 


Sponsors 

The  Conference  board  of  Temperance;  The  Conference  Board  of  Education; 
The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship;  The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service; 
and  each  Local  Church  Committee  on  Temperance  or  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tion. 


Material 

-For  source  materials  to  assist  in  writing  essay,  watch  newspapers  and  mag¬ 
azines;  ask  your  School  Librarian  and  your  Parish  Branch  Librarian.  And  BE 
SURE  to  write  to  Dr.  W.  Earl  Hotalen,  P.  O.  Box  360,  Baton  Rouge  1,  La., 
for  selected  free  literature  he  will  send  upon  request. 


Requirements 

Essay  must  be  written  and  delivered  by  Contestant  without  help,  except  for 
literary  and  delivery  suggestions  by  parents  or  school  instructors. 

Winners  of  the  District  Contests  MUST  mail  a  copy  of  their  essays  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  together  with  a  note  from  the  District 
Secretary  of  Temperance,  certifying  him  or  her  as  the  District  Winner,  not 
later  than  March  15th,  to  be  eligible  for  Finals.  THIS  IS  VERY  IMPORTANT! 


NOTE:  The  Local  Church  will  provide  $10  for  prizes  at  the  local  level.  The 
District  Superintendent  and  the  District  Temperance  Secretary  will  collaborate 
in  providing  $25  for  the  District  prize  awards.  The  Conference  Board  of 
Temperance  will  provide  $225.00  for  prizes  awarded  in  the  Finals.  Note 
changes  in  original  dates,  etc.  These  are  final. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


MYF  CHAPEL  AT  ALTHEIMER 


There  is  a  beautiful  little  chapel 
in  the  Methodist  Church  of  Altheim- 
er  which  would  be  a  credit  to  any 
church. 

The  idea  began  last  September 
when  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  group  decided  that  it  would 
like  to  have  a  worshipful  place  of 
its  own,  where  they  could  meet 
for  Sunday  School  and  MYF.  They 
decided  that  night  that  they  would 
sell  Christmas  cards  to  earn  money 
for  this  project.  Each  member 
pledged  himself  to  sell  at  least  ten 
boxes  of  cards.  Many  exceeded  this 
number,  and  the  dream  came  closer 
to  reality. 

A  tentative  outline  plan  for  the 
chapel  was  drawn  up  by  Rev.  Har- 
ould  Scott,  pastor,  and  presented  to 
the  president,  Leland  Gion. 

A  dull,  drab  classroom  adjoining 
the  sanctuary  was  to  become  the 
MYF  Chapel.  The  group  met  one 
Saturday  to  scrape  the  walls  and  to 
wash  the  windows.  This  laid  the 
groundwork  for  the  painting  of  the 
chapel  walls  and  pews. 

The  walls  and  small  pews  are 
painted  a  sandlewood  brown.  The 
ceiling,  which  has  the  effect  of  be¬ 
ing  suspended,  is  painted  snow 
white,  which  is  in  keeping  with  the 
white  altar,  lectern,  and  chancel 
rail.  A  beautiful  velour  drop  cur¬ 
tain  hangs  back  of  the  altar.  A 
Sallman  Head  of  Christ  hangs  over 
the  curtain.  Velour  curtains  form 
the  background  of  the  chancel  rails 
also.  On  the  inside  wall  hang  the 
pictures,  “Christ  in  Gethsemane” 
and  “Christ  Knocking  at  the  Door”. 
A  15x30  picture  of  the  “Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per”  hangs  on  the  opposite  side.  The 
frames  for  the  pictures  were  made 
and  painted  white  in  keeping  with 
the  color  scheme. 

A  beautiful  brass  hurricane  chan¬ 
delier  hangs  from  the  ceiling  of  the 
chapel,  shedding  light  on  the'sandle- 
wood  carpet,  which  covers  the 
floor. 

Brass  candelabras  and  a  cross 
adorn  the  altar.  A  small  brass 
flower  urn  sets  on  the  chancel  rail. 
Many  of  the  above  named  furnish¬ 
ings  were  made  possible  by  sub¬ 
stantial  contributions  from  members 
of  the  congregation.  The  altar  was 
made  by  the  pastor. 

This  is  a  description  of  a  chapel 
which  holds  a  special  place  in  the 
hearts  of  many — for  those  who 
worked  and  made  this  dream  a 
reality,  as  well  as  for  those  who 
come  to  worship  in  this  sweet  and 
sacred  place.  Many  come  here  for 


quiet  meditation.  Others  now  come 
to  pray  for  those  in  their  prayer 
cell. 

The  chapel  was  dedicated  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Walker,  Counselors 
of  the  MYF,  in  a  dedication  service 
conducted  there  by  Dr.  Arthur 
Terry. 

This  little  place  of  worship  has 
made  a  lasting  impression  on  these 
young  people,  their  counselors  and 
the  pastor.  May  it  serve  always  as 
a  place  of  worship,'  where  one  can 
come  and  quietly  meditate  and  talk 
with  God. — Reporter 


LIVE  NATIVITY  SCENE 
AT  KEITH  MEMORIAL 

For  the  second  consecutive  year 
the  Senior  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  Keith  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Malvern  has  spon¬ 
sored  a  tableau  of  the  Nativity  scene 
on  the  porch  of  the  new  sanctuary 
on  Christmas  Eve. 

Live  characters  portrayed  Mary, 
Joseph,  the  Christ  child,  the  Wise 
Men  and  real  goats,  sheep,  and  a 
donkey  were  used  in  the  manger 
scene  depicting  the  birth  of  Christ. 
Babies  used  in  the  scene  Milton 
Earl,  Jr.,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Milton  Van  Klusen,  and  Betty 
Karen,  baby  of  Mr.-  and  Mrs.  Leon 
Burton. 

A  public  address  system  was  used 
this  year  to  broadcast  appropriate 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Sam  Steel 

The  Sam  Steel  Sub-District  met 
on  Monday,  January  9,  at  Olla,  with 
Bernice  Montgomery,  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  presiding.  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch, 
pastor  at  Jena,  led  in  prayer. 

It  was  announced  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Sub-District  would 
be  held  at  Urania,  with  the  young 
people  of  Trout  in  charge  of  the 
program.  Announcement  was  also 
made  of  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  A. 
Jones,  pastor  at  Olla,  as  the  new 
Sub-District  counselor. 

Rev.  Fred  Kellogg,  pastor  at 
Urania,  gave  the  particulars  re¬ 
garding  the  L.M.C.  F.  esSay-speech 
contest  to  be  held  February  19  in 
the  local  churches.  The  subject  for 
this  year  is  “The  Truth  About  Beer.” 

Jena  won  the  banner  on  attend¬ 
ance. 

A  filmstrip  on  the  National  Con¬ 
vocation  of  Methodist  Youth  which 
was  held  at  Purdue  University  last 
summer,  was  shown  by  Mr.  Kellogg 
who  attended  the  convocation. 

A  recreation  period  was  held  at 
the  close  of  the  program  and  re¬ 
freshments  were  served. — Reporter 

YOUTH  WEEK  AT 
PARKER  MEMORIAL 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Parker  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  is  observing 
Youth  Week,  January  29-February 
5.  The  young  people  took  part  in 
the  morning  worship  service  on 
Sunday,  January  29.  An  evening  of 
fellowship  is  being  planned  for  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  February  4. 

On  Saturday  evening,  February 
5,  they  will  conclude  Youth  Week 
by  inviting  their  parents  to  visit 
with  them  through  the  whole  eve¬ 
ning  activities  which  begin  at  5:00 
with  fun  and  fellowship,  supper  at 
5:30  and  on  through  the  evening 
worship  which  will  be  held  until 
8:00  o’clock. — Reporter 

music. 

The  Nativity  scene  was  opened 
from  6:00  p.  m.  until  10:00  p.  m. 
with  the  characters  being  changed 
at  intervals. — Reporter 


CHOIR  ROBES 


Newest  colorfast  fabrics  available. 
Write  for  Catalog  R2 1 

E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 

268  Norman  Ave.,  Brooklyn  22,  N.  Y. 
932  Dakin  St.,  Chicago  13,  III. 

1908  Beverly  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  57,  Calif. 


YOUTH  GIVE  CHRIST’S 
PICTURE  TO  HOSPITALS 

Rochester  (Minn.)— (MI)— Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  has  recently  placed  on 
the  wall  of  each  of  its  335  rooms  and. 
wards  a  picture  of  Warner  Sail- 
man’s  “Head  of  Christ.”  The  pic¬ 
tures  were  made  possible  by  the 
gifts  of  60  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  groups  throughout  Minnesota 
and  other  interested  groups  and 
friends. 

On  Dec.  10  the  pictures  were  ded¬ 
icated  by  youth  representatives  and 
adult  counselors  from  churches 
sharing  in  the  project.  A  tour  of 
the  Mayo  Clinic  and  the  hospital,  a 
complimentary  luncheon  furnished 
by  the  hospital  and  served  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Rochester, 
and  special  dedicatory  services  made 
up  the  day’s  program. 

The  pictures  are  hung  as  symbolic 
reminders  for  doctors  and  nurses 
that  they  do  not  work  alone  in  fight¬ 
ing  disease.  They  symbolize  also  the 
presence  of  the  Great  Physician  to 
help  the  thousands  who  come  from 
the  far  corners  of  the  earth  needing 
the  comfort  and  kindness,  the  in¬ 
spiration  and  insight,  the  care  and 
concern  of  a  Christian  hospital,  in 
the  struggle  for  health. 

Harold  Mickey  is  administrator 
of  the  hospital,  and  the  Rev.  Ray¬ 
mond  B.  Spurlock  is  chaplain. 


DENOUNCES  “WHITE 
'  CITIZENS  COUNCILS” 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
for  petitioning  of  redress  of  griev¬ 
ances  and  for  integration  of  schools,” 
he  said. 


5,000  SK  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 
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OBITUARIES 


MRS.  E.  E.  STODGHILL 


Mrs.  Annie  Elizabeth  Stodghill, 
aged  92  years,  widow  of  the  late 
E.  E.  Stodghill,  died  in  Rayville  on 
Monday  afternoon,  December  26, 
after  a  long  illness.  Funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  at  the  Rayville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Wednesday  with 
the  pastor,  Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick, 
officiating  with  the  following  for¬ 
mer  pastors  assisting:  Rev.  Louis 
Hoffpauir,  of  Crowley;  Rev.  Jack 
H.  Midyett,  of  Haynesville;  Rev. 
James  T.  Harris,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  and 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  of  Lake 
Charles. 

Mrs.  Stodghill  was  born  on  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Hugh 
David  Hill  and  Sarah  Jane  Ingram 
Hill,  of  Nebo,  Ky.  She  was  married 
to  Edward  Everett  Stodghill  on 
October  17,  1883.  She  immediately 
established  a  Christian  home,  whose 
influence  was  strong  throughout  her 
life,  touching  the  lives  of  all  with 
whom  she  came  in  contact. 

Six  children  were  born  to  the 
union,  two  daughters  having  died 
in  childhood.  Surviving  are  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ruth  Elizabeth  Gir¬ 
ard,  of  Lafayette,  La.;  three  sons, 
Jesse  Edward  Stodghill,  Hugh  J. 
Stodghill,  and  Marvin  D.  Stodghill, 
all  of  Rayville;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Wilson,  of  Rayville,  and  Mrs.  R. 
P.  Hobgood,  of  Princeton,  Ky.,  five 
grandchildren  and  ten  great-grand¬ 
children. 

A  tribute  was  paid  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stodghill  by  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  on  the  occasion  of  their 
Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  in 
1933. 

Mrs.  Stodghill  prepared  the  com¬ 
munion  for  48  years.  She  gave  de¬ 
voted  work  as  head  of  the  parson¬ 
age  committee,  always  making  re¬ 
pairs  and  alterations  for  new  min¬ 
isters,  and  having  a  hot  meal  on  the 
table  for  them  and  their  families 
on  their  arrival.  Her  home  was  al¬ 
ways  open  to  visiting  ministers.  In 
1934  she  was  awarded  a  life  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  as  a  tribute  and 
in  recognition  of  her  many  years  of 
Christian  devotion. 

Mrs.  Stodghill  was  selected  to 
turn  the  first  spadeful  when  ground 
was  broken  for  the  new  Methodist 
Church  building  on  January  14, 
1951. 

Her  consecrated  work  for  her 
church  was  an  outstanding  example 
of  Christian  citizenship  and  a  pro¬ 
found  influence  on  her  family.  She 
was  a  loyal  member  of  the  church 
and  actively  devoted  to  the  Woman’s 
Society  throughout  her  life. 

The  true  and  devoted  wife  and 


mother,  the  sincere  friend,  who  with 
tender  faithfulness  discharged  the 
duties  of  life,  has  reached  the  end 
of  her  life  and  has  gone  to  be  .with 
her  Maker. — A  Friend 

LOVE  —  Charles  Barksdale  Love 
passed  away  in  a  Little  Rock  hos¬ 
pital  on  December  25  following  a 
long  illness.  Funeral  services  were 
held  on  December  27  by  Dr.  Cecil 

R.  Culver  with  Rev.  Virgil  Bell  as¬ 
sisting. 

Mr.  Love,  a  resident  of  El  Dorado 
for  the  past  15  years,  was  employed 
by  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  as 
warehouse  foreman.  He  was  born 
on  September  24,  1893,  at  Linville, 
La.,  the  son  of  the  late  Charlie  A. 
and  Aliza  Mathis  Love.  He  was 
member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  El  Dorado  and  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Bertha  Harrison  Love;  five  sons, 
Murphy  Love,  U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Mc¬ 
Clelland,  Alabama,  Willard  Love, 
U.  S.  Navy,  Charleston,  S.  C., 
Charles  Love,  Bremerton,  Wash., 
Walter  W.  Love,  U.  S.  Air  Force, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Barney  Love,  U. 

S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.;  a  broth¬ 
er,  Oliver  Love,  McGehee;  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Jack  Murph,  Strong,  Arkansas; 
two  half  brothers,  Frank  Love,  Lin¬ 
ville,  La.,  and  Jimpse  Pagan,  Hut- 
tig,  Arkansas,  and  eight  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Members  of  the  Francis  Asbury 
Sunday  School  Class  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  acted  as  honorary 
pallbearers. — Mrs.  Charles  B.  Love 


NEILL — Rev.  A.  S.  J.  Neill,  a  super¬ 
annuated  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  passed  away  at  his 
home  in  Bastrop  Thursday  morning, 
January  19  th. 

Bro.  Neill  suffered  a  heart  attack 
early  in  December  and  his  condi¬ 
tion  never  improved.  His  going  was 
not  altogether  unexpected  as  he  was 
85  years  old  at  the  time  his  illness 
began,  and  he  did  not  respond  to 
the  treatment  of  his  physician. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Grace  Bennett  Neill,  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Lee  Roberts  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  Mrs.  Grace  Wright  of  Spring- 
hill,  La.,  three  grandchildren,  of 
Springhill,  three  sisters  and  a  broth¬ 
er  of  Houston,  Texas. 

He  had  46  years  of  active  service 
in  the  ministry,  and  had  been  re¬ 
tired  since  1946. 

Bro.  Neill  was  known  and  loved 
throughout  the  Conference,  and  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  the  pastor 
member  until  her  death.  She  was  a 
devout  Christian,  as  she  put  God 
first  and  lived  by  the  precepts  of 
the  Bible  throughout  her  life. 

The  writer  was  her  pastor  for 
three  years  and  has  never  known  a 
better  or  more  devout  person.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year  of  the  writer’s 
pastorate  at  Lisbon  an  educational 
building  wds  added  to  the  church 
and  Mrs.  McDonald  was  one  of  the 
most  liberal  and  helpful  persons  in 
seeing  it  to  its  completion.  She  gave 
her  time,  talent  and  means  to  this 
cause.  She  has  gone  to  rest  at  peace 
with  God. — Paul  Durbin 
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and  the  people  of  Bastrop,  where  he 
had  chosen  his  retirement  home.  He 
was  always  anxious  to  be  of  service 
for  the  Lord.  He  was  a  friend  to 
man,  and  faithful  servant  of  God, 
always  standing  firmly  for  the  right 
as  he  saw  it. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
in  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bas¬ 
trop,  Saturday  morning  with  Rev. 
R.  H.  Staples  in  charge  assisted  by 
Rev.  J.  T.  Harris,  D.  S.  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict;  Rev.  J.  B.  Harper,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston;  Rev.  C.  B. 
White,  Superintendent  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Methodist  Children’s  Home; 
and  Dr.  R.  W.  Vaughan,  of  Ruston. 

Interment  was  in  Boucher  Ceme¬ 
tery  of  Springhill  with  Rev.  Frank 
C.  Tucker,  pastor  of  Springhill 
Church  assisting  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples 
at  the  graveside. 

Mrs.  Neill  is  continuing  to  make 
her  home  in  Bastrop. — R.  H.  Staples 


McDonald — Mrs.  Irma  McDonald, 
wife  of  the  late  Hugh  McDonald, 
passed  away  on  November  23,  1955, 
at  the  age  of  74.  She  was  born  on 
February  25, '1881. 

Mrs.  McDonald  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Virginia  Wal¬ 
ker,  Crowley,  La.,  and  Mrs.  Hazel 
Huckaby,  Shreveport;  three  sons, 


Max  McDonald,  Tallulah,  Phil  Mc¬ 
Donald,  Oakdale,  and  William  Mc¬ 
Donald  of  Lisbon;  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Olney  Meadows,  Homer,  and  Mrs. 
Alverne  Kilgore  of  Lisbon;  and 
three  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  McDonald  United .  with  the 
Lisbon  Methodist  Church  at  an  early 
age  and  was  a  loyal  and  devoted 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 
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GUIDANCE  FOR  EFFECTIVE  PRAYING 

LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  12,  1956 
READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE: 

Luke  18:1-14  . . 

MEMORY  SELECTION: 

“The  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  has  great  power  in  its 
effects.1’ — - James  5:16 


This  is  the  third  lesson  of  five- 
sessions  UNIT  VII:  “A  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN’S  ATTITUDES”.  The  first  les- 
sion  called  attention  to  God’s  con¬ 
cern  for  sinners.  Three  parables 
were  used  as  a  background  for  the 
lesson  —  the  parables  of  the  lost 
sheep;  the  lost  coin;  and  the  lost 
boy.  The  sheep  was  responsible  for 
the  fact  that  it  was  lost,  since  of  its 
own  accord  it  strayed  away  from 
the  fold.  It  did  not,  however,  stray 
away  willfully  and  maliciously.  It 
simply  got  too  busy  eating  grass  here 
and  there  that  it  strayed  away  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  The  coin  was  lost 
through  no  fault  whatever  of  its 
own.  The  woman  of  the  parable 
was  a  poor  housekeeper.  She  was  to 
blame  for  the  coin  being  lost.  When 
the  coin  was  lost  it  was  out  of  cir¬ 
culation.  That  is  one  of  the  meanings 
of  being  lost.  The  boy  was  wholly  to 
blame  for  his  being  lost.  He  left  a 
good  father  and  a  good  home  to  get 
a  taste  of  the  things  of  the  world. 
The  memory  of  this  good  father  and 
home,  however,  brought  him  back 
from  the  hog-pen  of  life. 

Our  second  lesson  of  the  unit  dealt 
with  the  matter  of  gratitude.  The 
background  of  this  lesson  had  to  do 
with  the  healing  of  ten  lepers.  Only 
one  returned  to  thank  the  Lord  for 
his  healing,  and  he  was  a  foreigner; 
a  Samaritan.  The  lack  of  gratitude 
on  the  part  of  the  nine  hurt  Jesus. 
But  it  hurt  them  far  worse  than  it 
did  him;  for  they  went  away  only 
physically  healed  while  the  Samari¬ 
tan  who  returned  was  made  every 
whit  whole,  both  physically  and 
spiritually. 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  of  these 
lessons  deal  with  the  theme  of  the 
unit:  “A  CHRISTIAN’S  ATTI¬ 
TUDES.” 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today  —  “Guidance  for  Effective 
Praying”.  This  is  a  very  timely  les¬ 
son  for  more  than  one  reason.  It  is 
timely  because  prayer  is  man’s 
greatest  privilege.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  that  any  person  can  do  is 
to  pray.  It  is  timely  because  next 
Wednesday  is  Ash  Wednesday;  the 
beginning  of  Lent.  This  is  a  time 
when  all  Christians  should  rededi¬ 
cate  and  reconsecrate  their  lives  to 
God.  Again,  it  is  timely  and  im¬ 
portant  because  this  is  our  year  of 
prayer. 

Let  me  digress  here  long  enough 
to  make  this  statement:  I  am  pray¬ 
ing  for  all  who  are  studying  this 
lesson  on  prayer,  both  teachers  and 
pupils.  I  am  praying  that  1956  may 
be  a  red-letter  year  in  your  life  and 
the  life  of  your  church.  I  am  pray¬ 
ing  that  you  may  live  a  well-round¬ 
ed  life;  that  you  may  be  physically 
fit,  mentally  alert,  and  spiritually 
consecrated  to  God  and  the  higher 
things  of  life.  It  is  my  honest  and 
sincere  desire  that  all  of  you  pray 
for  me.  We  have  all  been  so  neligent 
and  careless  in  the  matter  of  prayer 
that  down  through  the  years  we 


have  left  untapped  our  greatest 
spiritual  resources. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

We  have  two  parables  that  deal 
with  the  matter  of  prayer  for  Pur 
consideration  today.  The  first  has 
come  to  be  called  the  parable  of 
the  unjust  judge.  In  most  cases  the 
Lord  followed  his  parables  with  a 
brief  statement  concerning  their 
meaning  or  application,  but  in  this 
case  Luke  puts  the  comment  first: 
“He  told  them  a  parable,  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  men  ought  always  to  pray 
and  not  lose  heart.”  The  purpose  of 
the  parable  was  to  lead  people  to 
do  more  praying  and  less  quitting; 
falling  by  the  wayside  through  dis¬ 
couragement. 

In  most  of  his  parables  the  Lord 
compared  certain  things  with  cer¬ 
tain  other  things,  but  in  this  one  he 
uses  the  method  of  contrast.  He  went 
on  to  tell  of  an  unjust  judge  who 
neither  feared  God  nor  regarded 
man.  This  judge  v?hs  constantly 
bombarded  with  the  requests  of  a 
certain  widow  who  was  being 
wronged.  This  judge  was  a  shame  to 
his  office.  He  had  no  idea  of  up¬ 
holding  the  law.  Since  he  cared 
nothing  for  human  beings  he  was  not 
interested  in  helping  this  widow.  He 
finally  helped  her,  but  it  was  only 
because  she  kept  after  him  and 
would  give  him  no  peace  until  he 
did.  The  one  point  above  all  others 
that  Christ  was  emphasizing  in  this 
parable  was  the  perseverance  of 
this  woman. 

The  teaching  of  the  parable  is 
simply  this:  Here  is  an  unjust  judge 
who  was  a  shame  to  his  office.  He 
cared  nothing  about  unholding  the 
law,  and  he  cared  even  less  about 
helping  people  who  were  being 
wronged.  But  even  he  granted  this 
widow’s  petition  because  she  kept 
asking  him.  The  point  is,  God  is  a 
loving  heavenly  Father.  In  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  character  he  is  directly  op¬ 
posite  to  this  judge.  Surely,  he  will 
grant  the  just  petitions  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  who  persevere  in  their  pray¬ 
ers  to  him. 

The  second  parable  had  to  do  with 
the  praying  of  two  men  in  the  Tem¬ 
ple — the  Pharisee  and  the  tax  col¬ 
lector,  or  publican.  The  Temple  in 
Jerusalem  was  always  open  both  for 
public  and  private  prayers.  The  par¬ 
able  pictures  two  men  engaged  in 
private  prayers. 

The  Pharisee  was  a  self-righteous 
man.  This  is  plainly  shown  in  his 
prayer.  He  began  by  thanking  God 
that  he  was  not  like  other  men. 
What  he  really  had  in  mind  was  that 
God  ought  to  thank  him  for  being 
such  a  fine  fellow.  He  felt  that  God 
was  indebted  to  him.  This  man  was 
conscious  of  sins  but  they  were  the 
taxgatherer’s  and  not  his.  In  his 
prayer  he  goes  on  to  mention  the 
tax  collector’s  sins  —  “Extortioners, 
unjust,  adulterers,  or  even  like  this 
tax  collector.” 

This  Pharisee  had  some  good  traits. 


His  righteousness  did  not  consist 
merely  of  bad  things  he  did  not  do. 
He  had  many  good  things  to  his 
credit.  After  thanking  God  for  the 
bad  things  he  did  not  do,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  enumerate  the  good  things 
he  did  do — “I  fast  twice  a  week,  I 
give  tithes  of  all  I  get.” 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  of  this 
man’s  righteousness,  both  positive 
and  negative,  was  outward.  On  an¬ 
other  occasion  Christ  declared  that 
these  Pharisees  had  the  outward 
form  of  righteousness  but  had  de¬ 
nied  the  inward  power  of  it.  He  also 
said  that  they  were  like  painted 
graves;  on  the  outside  they  looked 
good  but  on  the  inside  they  were 
full  of  ravings  and  dead  men’s  bones. 

The  tax  collector  also  prayed,  and 
what  a  difference  there  was  be¬ 
tween  these  prayers!  This  man  knew 
that  he  was  a  sinner.  He  did  not 
quibble  around  about  it.  He  prayed 
the  sinner’s  prayer:  “God,  be  merci¬ 
ful  to  me  a  sinner!”  Not  only  did 
this  man  make'  confession  of  his 
sins  to  God  in  his  words,  but  he  said 
it  more  forceably  with  his  deeds. 
He  did  not  come  boldly  to  the  front 
and  to  the  altar  as  did  the  Pharisee. 
He  felt  he  wasn’t  worthy  to  do  that. 
He  rather  took  his  place  away  back 
in  a  dark  corner  of  the  building.  He 
did  not  hold  his  head  high  as  did  the 
Pharisee.  In  his  humility  he  looked 
down.  His  head  was  bowed  in  pen¬ 
ance  and  shame,  his  body  was  stoop¬ 
ed  with  grief,  as  with  a  trembling 
hand  he  smote  on  his  breast  say¬ 
ing,  “God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sin¬ 
ner!”  Jesus  declared  that  this  tax 
collector  rather  than  the  Pharisee 
went  down  to  his  house  justified. 

Both  of  these  men  were  sinners, 
and  both  of  them  prayed,  at  least 
the  Pharisee  went  through  the  form 
of  prayer,  but  only  the  tax  collector 
went  home  justified.  The  reason  for 
this  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  Pharisee 
didn’t  seek  forgiveness.  He  actually 
boasted  in  his  prayer  of  the  fact 
that  he  did  not  need  forgiveness. 
He  was  conscious  of  sins  all  right 
but  they  were  the  sins  of  other  peo¬ 
ple  and  not  his  own. 

We  have  come  upon  a  day  in  our 
nation  when  we  have  largely  lost 
the  sense  of  sins;  that  is  of  our  own 
sins.  We  can  readily  see  the  sins  of 
others;  especially  the  nations  behind 
the  iron  and  bamboo  curtains,  but 
what  about  our  own  sins?  Whether 
we  like  to  admit  it  or  not,  Commun¬ 
ism  is  simply  the  culmination  of  a 
world-wide  trend  toward  material¬ 
ism.  No  “ism”  can  possibly  spread 
as  fast  as  this  one  without  there 
being  an  environment  that  is  con¬ 
ductive  to  its  growth. 

We,  the  people  of  this  nation,  can¬ 
not  afford  to  draw  our  robes  of 
selfrighteousness  about  us  as  did 
the  Pharisees  and  thank  God  that 
we  are  not  like  other  people.  The 
Pharisee  was  a  sinner  as  was  the 
tax  collector,  but  he  was  so  self- 
righteous  that  he  could  not  see  his 
sins.  We  have  our  sins — gambling, 
liquor  traffic,  traffic  in  narcotics, 
divorce,  prostitution,  and  political 
corruption.  All  of  these  evils  come 
from  one  source  —  materialism. 
There  is  a  cloud  of  spiritual  revival 
about  the  size  of  man’s  hand  on  the 
horizon  of  our  nation;  maybe  it  will 
gather  into  a  religious  deluge  that 
will  sweep  back  the  tides  of  evil 
and  wash  our  country  clean  of  in¬ 
ternal  corruption.  Our  continued 
well-being  as  a  nation  rests  solid¬ 
ly  upon  this  spiritual  awakening. 
May  we  repent  of  our  sins  and  pray 
earnestly  that  this  very  thing  may 
take  place  in  our  day. 

The  Meaning  of  Prayer 
Since  prayer  is  so  important  we 
might  well  take  a  look  at  it,  noting 


its  meaning  and  purpose.  '‘Pray¬ 
er  is  the  soul’s  sincere  desire.”  Pray¬ 
er  is  the  offering  up  of  our  desires 
unto  God  for  things  that  are  agree¬ 
able  to  his  will.  Prayer  is  the  con¬ 
fession  of  sins  with  a  willingness  to 
forsake  them  and  a  looking  to  Christ 
for  the  forgiveness  that  comes 
through  him.  The  purpose  of  prayer 
is  not  to  change  the  will  of  God,  but 
to  change  our  wills  so  that  they  will 
coincide  with  his. 

The  chief  end  and  aim  of  prayer  is 
not  to  get  things  from  God  but  to 
put  one’s  self  in  harmony  with  him; 
it  is  fellowship  with  God.  When  one 
lives  in  constant  fellowship  with 
God,  the  blessings  he  most  needs 
will  come  naturally  into  his  life 
from  God. 

Proper  Altitudes  of  Prayer 

The  proper  attitudes  of  prayer  are 
found  in  the  two  parables  of  our 
lesson.  In  the  first  parable  of  our 
lesson  we  have  the  attitude  of  per¬ 
sistence  or  perseverance  mentioned. 
The  woman  of  the  parable  simply 
would  not  let  up  until  she  won  the 
victory.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
thing  she  was  seeking  was  right. 
Christ  does  not  mean  to  imply  here 
that  you  can  get  God  to  do  things 
that  would  compromise  his  own 
character  by  simply  keeping  for¬ 
ever  after  him  about  them. 

Perseverance  in  prayer  is  needed 
but  not  to  change  God.  It  is  needed 
rather  to  change  the  person  who 
i^  offering  the  prayer.  Many  times 
we  ask  for  things  that  we  are  not 
ready  to  receive,  and  as  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  ask  and  meditate  upon  them 
more  and  more  we  get  ourselves  in 
a  condition  to  receive  them.  God 
will  always  give  us  what  is  best  for 
us  and  through  us,  for  others,  and 
he  will  do  so  at  the  earliest  moment 
that  we  prepare  ourselves  to  receive 
them.  This  matter  of  perseverance 
helps  us  to  make  this  preparation. 
In  this  connection,  however,  we 
must  remember  that  there  are  some 
things  that  are  not  best  for  us  and 
for  our  helpfulness  to  and  influence 
over  others,  and  in  these  cases  our 
request  will  never  be  granted.  Our 
prayers,  however,  will  be  answered 
but  not  as  we  first  desired.  The  cup 
did  not  pass  from  Christ,  but  the 
prayer  was  answered  in  the  added 
strength  that  was  given  him  to 
drink  it. 

Another  attitude  of  prayer  is  hu¬ 
mility.  This  is  also  taught  in  one 
of  th£  parables  of  the  lesson.  The 
tax  collector  exhibited  great  humil¬ 
ity.  He  felt  that,  he  was  a  sinner  and 
was  heartbroken  over  it.  In  his  hu¬ 
mility  he  confessed  his  sins,  and 
longed  to  be  rid  of  them. 

Humility  is  one  of  the  great  vir¬ 
tues  of  religion.  Christ  had  much  to 
say  about  it.  On  one  occasion  he 
declared  that  those  who  humble 
themselves  would  be  exalted  and 
that  those  who  exalted  themselves 
would  be  brought  low.  He  advised 
that  when  one  went  to  a  feast  he 
take  the  lowest  seat  rather  than 
.  the  highest.  If  it  was  discovered 
that  he  was  more  worthy  than  the 
other  guests  the  host  would  see 
that  he  had  his  proper  place.  Let  us 
remember  that  religiously  speaking 
the  way  up  is  always  down;  down 
on  our  faces  before  God. 

Another  attitude  of  prayer  is  that 
of  faith.  No  one  can  come  to  God 
without  believing  that  he  exists,  and 
no  one  can  and  will  pray  to  God 
without  believing  that  he  will  hear 
and  answer  prayers. 

So,  these  are  the  proper  attitudes 
with  regards  to  prayer.  May  God 
help  us  to  be  humble  before  him; 
persistent  in  putting  ourselves  in 
harmony  with  him;  and  believe  that 
he  is  a  prayer  answering  God. 
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Freea^p  conscience 
Serr>  n-Awards 


Missionary  Rallies  In 
Louisiana  Conference 


BISHOP  MARTIN  TO  LAY  CORNERSTONE 
FOR  CHURCH  AT  TRIUMPH 


A  nation-wide  contest  was  an¬ 
nounced  today  by  THE  CHURCH¬ 
MAN,  an  independent  journal  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  invit¬ 
ing  clergymen  of  all  denominations 
and  religious  groups  to  participate 
in  a  “Freedom-of-Conscience  Ser¬ 
mon  Awards”  program. 

Each  contestant  is  required  to  de¬ 
velop  his  own  subject  matter,  then 
write  and  deliver  a  sermon  or  ad¬ 
dress  to  a  congregation  expressing 
its  significance  to  Americans  and  to 
|  the  world. 

THE  CHURCHMAN  offers  partic¬ 
ipants  this  short  briefing:  “Some 
think  of  freedom  as  license.  To  oth¬ 
ers  it  means  Civil  Rights,  or  one  or 
more  of  the  much-publicized  free- 

Idoms,  the  right  to  think  freely,  to 
speak  or  print  or  discuss  openly  and 
without  hindrance,  and  other  claus¬ 
es  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Still  others 
read  into  it  various  obligations  and 
privileges,  basically  the  duty  and 
right  to  think  for  one’s  self.  ‘Free- 
dom-of-Conscience’  has  a  wider  in¬ 
terpretation  relating  to  moral  val¬ 
ues.  And  it  is,  of  course,  the  root 
k  of  both  Protestantism  and  democ- 
I  racy.  Participants  are  asked  to  de- 
|  termine  what  it  means  to  them  indi- 
i  vidually,  and  to  their  friends  and 
I  associates,  their  community,  their 
*  country  and  the  world,  to  write  it 
?  down  as  clearly  and  vividly  as  they 
I  can,  and  then  deliver  it  before  a 
|  congregation.  The  purpose  is  to  min- 
I  ister  constructively  to  all  people  in 
I  the  revolutionary  period  in  which 
we  live.” 

I  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  the 

B  Methodist  Church  hopes  that  100,- 
000  clergymen  will  preach  on  this 
I  topic.  If  so,  between  ten  and  twen- 
|  ty  million  Americans  will  think 
about  it,  and~  discuss  it.  Extensive 
participation  is  asked,  in  order  that 
a  democratic  opinion  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  in  contrast  to  handed-out  and 
|  handed-down  views  of  authoritarian 
bodies. 

Any  man  or  woman,  whether  or¬ 
dained  or  not,  is  eligible,  but  each 
entry  must  be  delivered  before  a 
congregation  between  March  1  and 
May  l  before  mailing  to  THE 
CHURCHMAN,  118  East  28  Street, 
New  York  16,  N.  Y.  The  points  to 
be  considered  in  awarding  the  gold, 
silver  and  bronze  plaques  to  the 
wst  three  choices,  and  citations  to 
ihe  next  50  winners  are:  vision, 
breadth,  emotional  and  intellectual 
lrnPact,  pertinence  to  our  times,  ap- 
Peal  to  mankind  everywhere,  appli¬ 
cation  to  democracy  and  religion, 
background  and  documentation.  2,- 
500  words  is  the  limit. 

A  selections  committee  and  a  final 
hoard  of  distinguished  judges  will 
brake  the  selections. 

After  the  awards  are  made,  the 
Ruining  sermons  will  be  made 
available  to  churches,  other  organi¬ 
sations  and  the  press,  radio  and  tele- 
ision,  for  widespread  use  in  ac¬ 
quainting  all  our  people  with  the 
spirit  of  America  as  expressed 
Freedom-of-Conscience. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Missions  has  just  concluded  the 
annual  series  of  District  Missionary 
rallies  with  Dr.  Dewey  D.  Etchie- 
son,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Mission  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Anderson, 
district  superintendent  of  the  East¬ 
ern  District  of  the  Indian  Mission 
Conference  as  the  speakers. 

Rev.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Conference 
Missionary  Secretary  was  host  to 
the  visitors,  taking  them  into  the 
eight  districts  for  19  speaking  en¬ 
gagements.  An  unusually  enthusias¬ 
tic  response  met  the  presentation  of 
the  Indian  mission  work  in  every 
District,  according  to  report. 

The  climax  of  the  tour  was  the  fi¬ 
nal  meeting  in  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  Friday  night,  Jan¬ 
uary  27.  An  entirely  new  item  was 
added  to  the  program  on  this  final 
evening  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son,  a  full-blood  Choctaw  with  the 
status  of  chieftain  in  his  tribe,  made 
a  brief  statement  concerning  the  au¬ 
thority  given  him  by  the  Inter-tri¬ 
bal  Council.  Exercising  this  author¬ 
ity,  he  then  placed  the  eagle  feath¬ 
er  bonnet  of  a  chieftain  on  t^ie  Rev. 
Mr.  McGuire,  and  proclaimed  him 
a  Choctaw  chieftain.  The  name,  Uba- 
numpa  Mihiay  He,  was  given  to  the 
new  chieftain.  Translated  the  name 
means  “That  the  Gospel  may 
spread,”  and  its  bearer  was  com¬ 
missioned  to  fulfill  the  name  given 
him. 


The  reason  the  human  mind  is 
so  inefficient  is  that  so  often  it’s 
the  case  that  a  train  of  thought 
is  wrecked  by  a  flood  of  emotion. 
— Cincinnati  Enquirer 


Notice  To  MYF  Essay 
Contestants 

The  date  of  the  final  contest 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference  Es¬ 
say  Speech  Contest  has  been 
changed  to  April  7.  The  dates  of 
local  contest  have  been  extended 
to  as  late  as  February  28,  and 
district  contests  to  March  10.  The 
time  limit  still  is  ten  minutes. 

Write  to  Dr.  W.  E.  Hotalen  (on_ 
ly),  P.  O.  Box  360,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  for  literature  on  the  theme, 
“The  Truth  About  Beer.”  Final¬ 
ists  awards  are:  First,  $100.00; 
second,  $50.00;  third,  $25.00; 
others,  $10.00  each. — F.  C.  Col¬ 
lins,  Secretary 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  lay  the 
cornerstone  for  the  new  Trinity 
Church  building  at-  Triumph  on 
February  18,  at  7:00  p.  m. 

Bishop  Martin  will  preach  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  laying  of 
the  cornerstone.  All  friends  from 
over  the  Conference  are  invited  to 
be  present,  according  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard. 

Trinity  Church  was  built  in  1955 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  C.  Ed 
Henkel,  former  pastor,  and  Rev.  C. 
D.  Pinkard,  present  pastor.  The 
church  was  organized  under  the 
leadership  of  the  late  Rev.  Philip 
Palotta. 

The  church  was  a  project  of  the 
1000  Club  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  Its  growth  since  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  building  has  been  re¬ 
markable.  Membership  has  doubled 
since  Annual  Conference  last  June. 

The  Commission  on  Missions  of 
the  church  is  sponsoring  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  a  new  church  at  Venice. 
The  Commission  on  Education  is 
making  plans  to  aid  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Church  School  at  Venice. 
This  should  be  accomplished  before 
March  1. 

The  Church  reached  380  per  cent 
of  its  quota  on  Louisiana  Methtodist 
subscriptions. 


American  Church 
Delegation 

New  York  (RNS) — A  delegation 
of  eight  top  U.  S.  Protestant  lead¬ 
ers  will  visited  Moscow  in  March  for 
conversations  with  Christian  leaders 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Selected  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  the  deputation  will 
make  the  visit  under  the  agency’s 
sponsorship.  It  will  mark  the  first 
phase  of  a  two-way  visit  that  will 
bring  Russian  churchmen  to  the 
United  States  next  June  as  guests 
of  the  National  Council.  Each  visit 
will  be  for  a  period  of  about  ten 
days. 


NEW  YORK— Bishop  Donald  H.  Tippett  (center)  is  shown  briefing  metro¬ 
politan  reporters  on  the  new  Methodist  TV  dramatic  series,  “The  Way” 
at  a  press  preview  in  RCA  Exhibition  Hall  here,  January  13.  The  newsmen 
are  Harold  Hutchings  (left)  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  Stanley  Rowland, 
New  York  Times.  Bishop  Tippett  is  chairman  of  the  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  of  the  Methodist  Church;  also  chairman  of  the  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  through  which 
the  new  program  is  to  be  distributed. 


WEEK  OF  DEDICATION  NEXT  WEEK 

By  Methodist  Information 

Methodists  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  will  join  Methodists  throughout 
the  nation  in  the  denomination’s  eighth  annual  Week  of  Dedication,  Feb. 
12-19,  according  to  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  the  two-state  area. 

The  purpose  of  the  week,  Bishop  Martin  said,  is  to  deepen  the  spiritual 
life  of  members  of  the  church  as  the  Lenten  Season  begins,  and  a  freewill 
offering  will  be  received  for  urgent  needs  in  the  church’s  mission  fields  at 
home  and  overseas. 

Dedication  Week  includes  Ash  - .  '  1  *  -  ■  -  !k'‘  1  ir  i=E 

Wednesday,  Feb.  15;  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer,  Feb.  17;  and  ends  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  Lent,  Feb.  19,  when 
the  sacrificial  offering  will  be  taken. 

The  offering,  sent  to  the  general 
treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
is  used  exclusively  for  the  support 
of  Week  of  Dedication  projects. 

First  on  the  list  of  special  projects 
are  the  Crusade  Scholars,  students 


THE 


BROADCASTER 


J.  Danlal  Barr** 


“He  is  many  times  flat,  insipid; 
his  comic  wit  degenerating  into 
clenches,  his  serious  swelling  into 


from  mission  areas  who  are  receiv¬ 
ing  advanced  professional  training 
in  preparation  for  service  in  their 
home  lands.  The  Crusade  Scholars’ 
Fund,  which  depends  entirely  on 
the  Week  of  Dedication  offering, 
will  receive  the  first  $100,000. 

The  Division  of  World  Missions, 
the  Division  of  National  Missions, 
and  the  Methodist  Committee  for 
Overseas  Relief  will  receive  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  offering. 

Pastors  have  been  urged  to  per¬ 
mit  their  congregation  to  bring  their 
gifts  to  the  altar  the  Sunday  the 
offering  is  taken. 

No  quotas  have  been  set,  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Week  of  Dedication 
Committee,  more  than  one  million 
dollars  is  needed  by  the  projects 
which  w;ll  receive  the  1956  offer¬ 
ing.  The  projects  are  listed  at  right. 


1956  Week  Of  Dedication  Projects 

Crusad*  Scholarship  Fund  . $100,000 

II.  Division  of  World  Missions— 50% 

Malacca  Development  Program  ‘ .  60,000 

Monterrey  Church  (Mexico)  .  60,000 

North  Africa  Social  Center  (Algiers)  .  60.000 

Ludhiana  Medical  College  (India)  .  ...  50,000 

Washburn  Memorial  Hospital  (Southern  Rhodesia)  .  75,000 

Union  Theological  Seminary  (Seoul,  Korea)  .  .  50,000 

Goodwill  Industries  (Montevideo,  Uruguay)  .  50,000 

Okinawa  Student  Center  .  15  000 

Philippines  Headquarters  for  Federation  of  Christian .  ’ 

Churches  (Methodist  share)  .  20  000 

Christian  Center,  Gikuki  (Southeast  Africa) 

Church  .  $10,000 

Social  Center  .  15,000 

School  .  .  Z  35’, 000  60,000 

Lucknow  Christian  College  (India) 

Dormitory  . 40,000 

Staff  housing  .  55,000  95,000 

III.  Division  of  National  Missions— 30% 

First  Church,  Anchorage,  Alaska  . .  46,000 

Oklahoma  Indian  Mission  . /. .  40  000 

Japanese  Church,  West  Los  Angeles,  Caiif .  .  '  3ILOOO 

Mobile  Units  (Four)  .  20,000 

El  Divino  Salvador  Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas .  2s!oo0 

Aiea,  Oahu,  Hawaii  . .  25  000 

El  Principe  de  Paz,  Donna,  Tex . "I!”"!!!”"!!”"]”!!!!!!!!""""!"  2o!oo0 

East  Vine  Street  Church,  Knoxville,  Tenn .  .  15,000 

El  Mesias  Church,  El  Paso,  Tex .  15  000 

Camuy,  Puerto  Rico  . .  10,000 

IV.  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief — 20% 

Disaster  Relief  . $55,000 

Refugee  Resettlement  Program  .  50,000 

Anti-Tuberculosis  Program  in  India  . 30,000 

Arab  Refugees  in  Palestine  . .  .  20,000  $155,000 

As  in  previous  years,  funds  will  not  be  available  for  any  one  project  in  a 
Division  until  the  full  allotment  has  been  paid  to  the  projects  preceding  it. 
The  f irst  $1 00,000  of  the  Week  of  Dedication  offering  goes  to  the  Crusade  Scholar- 
®h.ip  F und.  The  remaining  money  will  be  divided  as  follows:  Division  of  World 
Missions,  50  per  cent;  Division  of  National  Missions,  30  per  cent;  MCOR,  20 
per  cent. 


bombast.” 

I  thought  there  for  a  minute  Dry- 
den  was  speaking  of  my  preaching. 
But  he  was  getting  after  Brother 
William  Shakespeare.  And  was  I 
glad! 

It  did  me  good,  too,  to  hear  a 
competent  critic  crack  the  champion 
of  communication  through  the  writ¬ 
ten,  spoken,  and  acted  word.  It  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  hear  that  the  master 
of  the  English  language,  William  S. 
himself,  sometimes  fell  on  his  face. 

Dryden’s  derogatory  remark  is  in 
an  appreciative  essay  on  Wm.  S., 
whom  he  describes  as  having  “the 
largest  and  most  comprehensive 
mind”,  who,  “when  he  describes 
anything  you  more  than  see  it,  you 
feel  it  too.” 

In  my  preaching  I  am  many  times 
“flat,  insipid”.  But  so  is  Shakespeare 
in  his  “preaching”.  See  what  a  com¬ 
fort  that  stray  bit  of  knowledge  is 
to  me? 

Bill  and  I  bust,  now  and  then. 
But  Bill  and  I,  at  times,  polish  the 
stars.  Don’t  forget  that.  When  you 
hear  either  of  us  in  “serious  swell¬ 
ing”  that  is  pure  “bombast",  stick 
around.  Likely  we’ll  come  out  of  it, 
and  not  only  make  you  see  some¬ 
thing  but  feel  it  too. 

In  short,  evaluate  your  preacher 
as  Dryden  did  the  poet — as  a  whole. 

Sometimes  he  will  be  terrible; 
others  terrific. 

Dryden  makes  a  final  observation 
about  his  hero  that  we  preachers 
ought  to  take  to  heart  every  time 
we  select  a  sermon. 

“But  he  is  always  great  when 
some  great  occasion  is  presented  to 
him  .  .  .” 

Most  preachers  would  be  far 
greater  were  they  to  major  in  their 
preaching  on  the  roots,  trunk,  and 
limbs  of  Christian  faith  and  ex¬ 
perience;  were  they  to  set  for  them¬ 
selves  “some  great  occasion”  each 
time  they  preach. 

Our  temptation,  in  our  effort  to 
be  interesting  and  practical,  is  to 
major  in  our  preaching  on  the 
branches,  twigs,  and  leaves  of  faith 
and  experience. 

“If  you  are  going  to  drown,”  said 
Bishop  McConnell,  “don’t  drown  in 
shallow  water.”  If  we  fail  in  this 
fearful  art  of  preaching,  let  us  not 
fail  on  fritters. 


Why  Support  the  Negro  Colleges? 

By  James  S.  Thomas 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Sunday,  February  12,  is  observed  throughout 
Methodism  as  Race  Relations  Sunday,  a  day  dedicated  to  lifting 
up  the  ideals  of  the  Christian  faith  with  reference  to  relations 
between  races.  As  an  expression  of  that  faith,  Methodists  make 
an  offering  on  this  Sunday  to  the  support  of  higher  education 
among  Negroes.  Offerings  in  Arkansas  Methodist  churches  go  to 
Philander  Smith  College  in  Little  Rock,  while  Louisiana  offerings 
support  Wiley  College  in  Marshall,  Texas. 


All  of  us  who  are  engaged  in  fund  raising  for  Negro 
colleges  must  make  some  honest  answers  to  pointed 
questions.  Many  sincere  people  ask:  “Why  support 
Negro  colleges  in  a  day  when  we  are  seeking  integra¬ 
tion  in  higher  education?” 

The  answer  to  this  question  is  not  to  be  found  in 
a  sentence.  One  must  ask,  in  addition,  such  questions 
as  these:  How  did  we  get  Negro  colleges  in  the  first 
place?  What  has  always  been  the  mainspring  of  sup¬ 
port  for  these  colleges?  In  what  measure  have  these 
colleges  fostered  segregation?  Is  there  now  any  justifi¬ 
cation  for  special  support  for  the  Negro  college?  The 
answers  to  these  questions  are  necessary  if  our  basic 
question  is  to  be  answered  with  clarity. 

Let  us  therefore  get  our  historical  bearings  on  the 
subject.  The  Negro  college  grew  out  of  attempts  to 
educate  the  freedmen  after  the  Civil  War  was  ended. 
True,  there  were  a  few  Negro  colleges  founded  by 
denominational  boards  before  the  Civil  War  began. 
However,  1865  to  1885  was  the  period  when  most 
church-related  colleges  for  Negroes  were  founded. 

Hampton  Institute  and-  Shaw  University  were 
founded  in  1865.  Fisk  University  was  founded  by  the 
American  Missionary.'  Association  in  1866  and  Rust 
University  by  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  same  year. 
Around  the  same  period  such  well-known  Negro  col¬ 
leges  as  New  Orleans  University  (now  Dillard),  Talla¬ 
dega  College  and  Clark  College  were  founded. 

The  land-grant  college  movement  came  late  in  the 
history  of  American  education.  It  came  even  later  for 
Negroes.  Claflin  University  had  rendered  twenty-seven 
years  of  service  to  the  Negroes  of  South  Carolina  be¬ 
fore  a  land-grant  college  was  opened. 

What  does  this  brief  look  at  history  mean?  It 
means  that  the  primary  motive  for  founding  the  Negro 
college  was  to  provide  education  for  people  who  were 
barred  by  law  from  attending  other  institutions.  It  is 
difficult  to  believe  now,  but  these  colleges  have  never 
been  provincial  or  exclusive.  As  their  charters  indicate, 
almost  all  of  them  were  open  to  all  who  could  qualify 
and  would  attend.  Therefore,  they  were  never  segre¬ 
gated  colleges.  They  were  colleges  attended  almost 
wholly  by  Negroes  and  so,  in  time,  they  were  dubbed 
“Negro  colleges.” 

This  fact  is  important  to  remember  because  it  throws 
new  light  on  a  subject  which  was  long  covered  up  by 


America’s  undisturbed  conscience.  These  are  the  same 
colleges  which  have  been  in  the  South  for  ninety  years. 
Why,  therefore,  should  anyone  wish  them  closed  while 
other  colleges,  in  the  main,  are  still  only  slightly  and 
grudgingly  opening  their  doors? 

The  colleges  which  were  opened  to  serve  freedmen 
need  not  abandon  their  task  simply  because  segregation 
is  now  upon  our  conscience.  There  is  still  this  task:  to 
take  the  students  handicapped  by  years  of  poor  ele¬ 
mentary  and  high-school  training  and  prepare  them 
for  open  competition  in  American  life.  The  Negro 
college,  also,  can  continue  its  efforts  to  deepen  quality 
and  thus  become  a  good  college  for  all  people. 

Let  us  see,  secondly,  that  the  time  comes  when  we 
must  deal  with  the  total  educational  needs  of  a  given 
area.  All  indications  suggest  that  we  shall  need  every 
college  now  in  existence,  and  more.  Wartime  babies 
are  now  in  high  schools.  Educators  are  now  preparing 
for  a  “tidal  wave”  of  students. 

If  it  is  true  that  we  will  need  every  college,  it  is 
also  true  that  we  shall  need  all  colleges  formerly  at¬ 
tended  by  Negroes  alone.  The  assumption  that  a  college 
has  a  right  to  live  by  the  racial  identity  of  its  students 
is  faulty.  A  college  should  live  if  it  does  quality  work 
and  performs  a  real  service  to  an  area.  When  this 
standard  is  used,  the  Negro  college  has  done  a  good  job 
with  the  money  which  was  at  its  disposal. 

The  question  comes  more  pointedly,  “Why  should 
Methodists  support  both  white  and  Negro  colleges?” 
The  shortest  answer  is  that  both  types  of  colleges  are 
necessary  if  we  are  to  provide  Christian  higher  educa¬ 
tion  to  our  constituency. 

This  is  more  than  saying  words.  The  leadership  of 
our  churches  has  been  trained  almost  entirely  in  this 
group  of  colleges.  At  present,  because  of  the  support  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  all  our  Negro  colleges  are  ac¬ 
credited.  It  is  a  fact  that  The  Methodist  Church,  with 
a  larger  Negro  constituency  than  any  other  mixed  de¬ 
nomination,  undertakes  to  support  more  Negro  schools 
than  any  other.  The  Methodist  Church  currently  sup¬ 
ports  fourteen  Negro  institutions,  serving  around  7,000 
students  yearly. 

By  way  of  summary,  then,  we  seek  support  for 
Methodist  colleges  for  Negroes  for  these  reasons:  first, 
The  Methodist  Church  began  a  task  in  Negro  education 
ninety  years  ago  which  has  shown  since  steady  progress. 
It  now  faces  new  demands  and  needs.  Second,  the 
Negro  college  is  headed  toward  the  best  of  the  American 
ideal — loss*  of  racial  identity  because  of  emphasis  on 
quality,  brotherhood,  and  Christian  leadership.  Third, 
Negro  colleges,  like  all  others,  need  increased  support 
because  of  increased  demands. 
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THE  CROSS 


AREA  REPRESENTATIVES 
TO  WORLD  METHODIST 
CONFERENCE  NAMED 

By  Methodist  Information 

Delegates  and  official  visitors 
to  the  Ninth  World  Methodist 
Conference  to  be  held  Sept.  1-12, 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  No.  Carolina, 
have  been  named  by  the  College 
of  Bishops  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin,.  Little  Rock,  has  released  the 
list  of  representatives  named 
from  the  Arkansas -Louisiana 
Area. 

In  addition  to  Bishop  Martin 
and  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  who  are  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  delegates  named  include: 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans, 
La.;  Dr.  William  E.  Trice,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.;  and  from  Arkansas, 
Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Fay¬ 
etteville;  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen, 
Jonesboro;  and  Dr.  E.  Clifton 
Rule,  Hope. 

Among  the  official  visitors 
named  from  the  area  are:  from 
Arkansas,  Joe  T.  Thompson, 
Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  and  Mrs. 
J.  Russell  Henderson,  all  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley  and 
Dr.  Matt  Ellis,  both  of  Conway; 
Dr.  Cecil  R.  Culver,  El  Dorado; 
B.  T.  Fooks,  Camden;  Charles  A 
Stuck,  Jonesboro;  and  the  Rev. 
E.  D.  Galloway,  Hot  Springs. 

Louisiana  official  visitors  in¬ 
clude:  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  Ruston; 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  and  Dr.  J.  J. 
Mickle,  both  of  Shreveport;  and 
Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam. 

The  World  Conference,  which 
will  be  attended  by  Methodists 
from  every  continent,  meets 
every  five  years,  and  the  last 
Conference  was  held  in  1951  in 
Oxford,  England. 

The, functions  of  the  meetings, 
as  explained  by  a  representative 
of  the  Council,  are  “fraternal  and 
cooperative  in  nature,  designed  to 
draw  the  numerous  branches  of 
the  Wesleyan  movement  closer 
together  and  to  promote  among 
them,  evangelistic,  educational, 
historical,  and  other  cooperative 
activities.” 

Neither  the  conference  nor  its 
governing  body,  the  Council,  ex¬ 
ercises  legislative  power  nor  is 
there  any  effort  to  exert  centrol 
over  the  independent  bodies  that 
make  up  World  Methodism. 

The  representation  from  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  will  be  composed  of  the 
75  members  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil,  150  delegates,  some  300  of¬ 
ficial  visitors,  and  special  guests 
including  college  presidents, 
church  editors,  officers  of  Juris¬ 
dictional  historical  societies  and 
members  of  the  Council  on  World 
Service  and  Finance. 

An  equal  number  of  ministers 
and  laymen  have  been  named  as 
representatives  by  the  College  of 
Bishops  and  youth  have  been  in¬ 
cluded. 

Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St.  Louis, 
is  president  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  which  represents  40 
communions  in  70  countries  with 
a  membership  of  15,000,000. 


Temperance  Board  Has  Washington  Meeting 


Methodism’s  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  has  asked  the  1956  General 
Conference  to  strengthen  the  work 
of  each  of  the  church’s  “social  ac¬ 
tion  boards,”  naming  specifically  the 
Board  of  World  Peace,  and  the 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  Board  chairman,  presided 
at  the  session  held  at  the  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  Methodist  building  Jan¬ 
uary  25-26.  The  board  had  this  to 
say  in  its  own  behalf: 

“Because  of  the  unique  position  of 
temperance  in  the  whole  field  of 
social  concern,  and  the  necessity  of 
resisting  the  extraordinary  pres¬ 
sures  imposed  upon  persons  and  so¬ 
ciety  by  the  organized  alcohol  in¬ 


terests,  we  petition  the  General 
Conference  to  strengthen  the  Board 
of  Temperance  to  enable  it  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  constructive  promotion  of 
the  alcohol-free  way  of  life.” 

Highlight  of  the  annual  meeting 
was  the  world  premiere  of  the 
Board’s  new  color  motion  picture, 
FAR  FROM  ALONE,  held  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare. 
The  30-minute  film  deals  with 
drinking-propaganda  pressures  and 
will  be  released  about  the  first  of 
March. 

The  temperance  board  also: 

— dissolved  its  Department  of 
Negro  Work.  “As  in  the  past  two 
years,  all  our  staff  will  serve  all 


Methodists,”  said  Dr.  Caradine  R. 
Hooton,  executive  secretary. 

— called  on  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  enact  legislation 
outlawing  inter-state  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erage  advertising  and  banning  alco¬ 
hol  service  aboard  commercial  air¬ 
lines. 

— requested  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities  to  consider  an  emphasis 
on  the  “Stewardship  of  Sobriety”  in 
its  future  program. 

— established  a  permanent  fund 
for  the  future  production  of  temper¬ 
ance  audio-visuals. 

— asked  the  General  Conference 
to  add  two  youths  to  its  roster  of 
regular  members. 

— suggested  that  in  the  next  quad- 
rennium  annual  conference  Boards 
(Continued  on  page  7) 


THE  REV.  E.  BENSON 
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Birmingham,  England 
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Editorial 


RELENTLESS  TIDE 


Chas.  A.  Wells 


( Circulation  Report  No .  3 

ON  pages  8  and  9  of  this  issue  will  be  found  the  third  and  last 
full  charge  by  charge  report  of  the  Area-Wide  Circulation 
Campaign.  This  report  shows  a  total  for  Arkansas  and  Lou¬ 
isiana  of  32,649  subscriptions,  an  increase  of  more  than  1,600  over 
the  third  report  of  last  year.  A  total  of  413  charges  in  Arkansas 
report  a  total  of  22,103,  an  increase  of  approximately  1,000  over  the 
same  report  of  last  year.  A  total  of  272  Louisiana  charges  report 
a  total  of  10,546  subscriptions,  an  increase  of  more  than  600  over 
last  year’s  third  report.  Four  districts  in  Arkansas,  the  Arkadel- 
phia,  Camden,  the  Jonesboro  and  Paragould  have  reports  from  ev¬ 
ery  charge  in  their  district.  Only  27  pastoral  charges  in  Arkansas 
and  22  in  Louisiana  have  not  made  reports. 

Twelve  of  the  14  Arkansas  districts  reached  or  exceeded  their 
quotas  and  4  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  districts  did  likewise. 
The  staff  of  the  publications  is  sincerely  appreciative  of  the  splen¬ 
did  cooperation  and  work  which  the  leadership  of  these  two  states 
has  given  during  this  period  of  circulation  emphasis. 

The  attention  of  pastors  is  called  to  the  fact  that  all  new  sub¬ 
scriptions  received  through  last  week  are  now  on  the  mailing  list 
and  this  issue  is  the  last  one  that  subscribers  who  have  not  re¬ 
newed  will  receive.  Postal  regulations  and  high  publication  costs 
make  it  imperative  that  expired  subscriptions  be  discontinued  at 
once.  Unless  these  renewals  are  sent  within  the  next  few  days  they 
must  be  dropped. 

For  the  next  two  or  three  issues,  supplemental  reports  will  be 
published  which  will  have  only  the  number  of  those  additional 
subscriptions  received,  with  the  revised  totals,  church  and  district. 

Week  Of  ‘Dedication,  1956 

WEEK  of  Dedication  in  Methodism,  February  12-19,  an  an¬ 
nual  observance,  presents  an  opportunity  to  re-examine 
one’s  commitment  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  Methodists 
should  see  in  this  occasion  one  of  the  high  points  of  the  church 
year,  and  it  is  at  such  a  time  that  one’s  fitness  for  discipleship 
should  be  examined.  The  major  emphasis  of  the  week  is  centered 
around  one’s  personal  relationship  to  God,  Christ  and  the  Church, 
and  the  program  is  intended  to  bring  into  focus  the  degree  of  one’s 
personal  commitment. 

Ash  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  Lent  comes  during  this  week, 
as  does  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  on  the  first  Friday  of  Lent,  and 
the  week  is  climaxed  on  Sunday,  February  19  at  which  time  Meth¬ 
odists  are  asked  to  dedicate  themselves  anew  in  the  light  of  new¬ 
ly  discovered  truths  and  applications  of  the  faith.  As  evidence  of 
this  new  commitment  offerings  will  be  received  and  used  for  over¬ 
seas  relief  and  the  strengthening  of  Methodism’s  far  flung  mis¬ 
sionary  enterprise.  You  can  help  to  make  this  week  all  that  it 
should  be  for  your  church  by  sharing  with  others  any  special  ac¬ 
tivities  that  are  planned  in  your  church  for  this  week. 

UAn  Opportunity  eMethodists 
Should  Not  Overlook 

IN  the  annual  program  of  The  Methodist  Church  'the  second 
Sunday  of  February  is  designated  as  Race  Relations  Sunday. 
The  Methodist  Discipline  in  paragraph  233  section  3,  reads  in 
part: 

“Race  Relations  Sunday  shall  be  observed  in  every  local 
church  on  the  second  Sunday  of  each  year.  This  shall  be  the  occa¬ 
sion  for  creating  better  relations  among  all  races  and  particularly 
for  informing  our  people  concerning  the  needs  of  Negro  schools.  An 
offering  shall  be  received  for  the  benefit  of  Negro  schools  related 
to  the  General  Board  of  Education.” 

The  fact  that  the  word  “shall”  occurs  three  times  in  this  para¬ 
graph  is  indicative  of  the  deep  interest  The  Methodist  Church  has 
in  the  matter  of  good  relations  between  the  races  in  our  midst.  The 
leaders  of  our  church  have  possibly  known  no  time  when  there  is 


greater  need  for  a  balanced,  sensible,  Christian  discussion  of  the 
necessity  for  a  better,  more  considerate  understanding  and  rela¬ 
tionship  between  races. 


Regardless  of  the  personal  differences  that  may  exist  today 
regarding  some  current  racial  questions,  the  writer  feels  that  he 
can  assume  that  every  Methodist  is  interested  in  better  relations 
between  races.  A  very  helpful  way  to  make  that  concern  effective 
is  to  make  a  liberal  contribution  on  Race  Relations  Sunday  to  aid  in 
higher  education  of  Negro  youth. 

tyails  B o  [Live  Up  Bo  Its  Reputation 

A  RATHER  significant  thing  happened  in  the  filming  of  the 
picture,  “Come  Next  Spring,”  in  which  Cushman,  Arkansas, 
and  its  surrounding  community  were  supposed  to  be  the 
setting  for  the  picture. 

According  to  Steve  Cochran,  the  producer  of  “Come  Next 
Spring,”  he  was  unable  to  find  a  situation  in  Arkansas  “that  look¬ 
ed  like  the  country  around  Cushman  should.’’  What  Mr.  Cochran 
was  really  saying  was  that  he  could  not  find  a  situation  in  Ark¬ 
ansas  that  would  harmonize,  in  the  picture,  with  the  impression 
so  many  people  have  about  conditions  which  they  think  exist  in 
the  state. 

Strange  to  say,  in  order  to  find  a  situation  that  would  harmon¬ 
ize  with  this  false  impression  about  Arkansas,  Mr.  Cochran  tells  us 
that  he  had  to  go,  of  all  places,  to  California.  There  he  says,  “We 
finally  found  a  place  backwoodsy  enough.”  There  he  shot  scenes, 
for  the  picture,  which  he  thought  measured  up  to  the  reputation 
Arkansas  has  in  so  many  places  for  “backwoodsiness.” 

Since  the  publicizers  of  Arkansas,  with  questionable  judg¬ 
ment,  have  capitalized  on  the  “Razorback”  stories  told  about  the 
state,  a  picture  of  backwoods  Arkansas  must,  of  necessity,  show 
the  “razorback”  in  his  native  habitat.  Again  Arkansas  failed  to  live 
up  to  its  reputation  and  Mr.  Cdchran  tells  us,  “We  couldn’t  find 
any  razorbacks  in  Arkansas.”  Again,  in  order  to  find  a  situation 
rough  enough  to  measure  up  to  Arkansas’  reputation,  Mr.  Coch¬ 
ran  tells  us  that  he  had  to  govto  California  for  his  shots,  of  “native” 
razorbacks. 

It  will  be  a  great  day  for  Arkansas  when  many  more  “tall  tales” 
about  Arkansas  are  quietly  and  conclusively  laid  to  rest.  Arkansas 
has  too  long  been  the  stage  on  which  some  types  of  comedians 
and  supposedly  humorous  writers  have  joked  their  way  to  a  size¬ 
able  fortune  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  Arkansas  will  sell  itself  for 
a  profit  when  it  sells  itself  for  what  it  really  is. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LARGER  LIVING 


How  large  a  world  are  you  living  it?  We  are  all,  of  course,  dwelling 
on  a  planet  whose  dimension  we  know.  Yet  each  of  us  is  living  in  a  world 
of  his  own  size  and  making. 

Beside  you  at  this  moment  may  be  your  own  wife  or  husband.  You 
may  have  lived  together  for  years.  Yet  your  worlds 
are  not  identical;  and  sometimes  it  happens  that  the 
husband  and  wife  live  in  such  different  worlds  that 
they  have  almost  no  common  interests  and  hence  no 
satisfying  companionship.  Or  think  of  your  son  or 
daughter.  Your  own  child  may  be  dreaming  and  think¬ 
ing  way  beyond  you.  Nobody  quite  knows  the  world 
of  the  person  nearest  and  dearest  to  him. 

We  all,  however,  do  know  each  one  must  live  in  a 
world  larger  than  himself  if  he  is  to  be  really  alive. 
A  certain  college  fraternity  has  this  motto:  “One  man 
is  no  man.”  The  Bible  puts  it,  “No  man  liveth  unto 

himself.” 

Some  twenty-five  centuries  ago  the  prophet  Isaiah  saw  his  nation 
becoming  a  shut-in.  The  world  was  pretty  sick.  Times  were  dreadfully 
bad,  and  the  temptation  was  to  draw  into  the  shell  of  self-protection.  In 
such  a  situation,  the  prophet  of  God  gave  this  prescription:  “ENLARGE 
THE  PLACE  OF  THY  TENT  .  .  .  LENGTHEN  THY  CORDS  AND 
STRENGHTEN  THY  STAKES.” 

And  God  calls  us  to  lengthen  our  cords  of  fellowship.  As  a  poet  puts 
it,  “Where  I  love,  I  live.”  We  can  be  alive  in  a  hundred  places,  though 
we  dwell  in  a  single  room.  I  think  of  a  woman  in  my  parish.  She  is  called 
a  single  woman,  because  she  never  married.  Yet  the  lines  of  her  life  have 
gone  out  in  all  directions  and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

For  many  years  she  taught  a  Sunday  school  class.  After  her  pupils 
outgrew  her  departmfent,  she  kept  in  touch  with  them.  I  daresay  she  is 
now  maintaining  a  correspondence  with  persons  in  a  dozen  different  coun¬ 
tries.  What  satisfaction  these  enlarging  relations  must  bring  to  her  ad¬ 


vancing  years!  And  who  but  God  can  measure  the  force  of  that  web  of 
friendliness  in  a  world  that  needs  so  desperately  to  be  woven  together 
Also  we  need  to  strengthen  our  stakes  in  community  living  As 
boy  on  the  farm  my  circle  of  acquaintances  was  small,  but  friendships 
were  firm.  My  adult  life  has  been  spent  in  a  large  city.  One  danger 
of  city  living  is  that  the  cords  of  acquaintanceship  are  lengthened  but  the 

stakes  of  friendship  are  weakened. 

Thackeray,  I  believe,  once  said  he  had  many  friends  but  not  more 
than  a  dozen,  the  news  of  whose  death  would  spoil  his  appetite  for  break¬ 
fast.  It  seems  a  brutal  remark,  but  it  should  make  us  think  whether  ou 

lives  are  spreading  too  thin.  ,  „  ,,,  c ,, 

The  United  States  and  Canada  were  developed  by  settlers,  men 
and  women  who  built  themselves  into  community  institutions,  such  as 
the  homes,  the  churches,  the  schools.  As  our  outlooks  enlarge,  we  must 
not  loosen  our  local  loyalties.  Trailer  camps  are  no  adequate  substitute 

for  the  “settler”  spirit.  j 

When  I  ponder  world  problems  in  the  large,  I  become  almost  des¬ 
pondent.  Then  when  I  turn  to  some  small  group  going  about  its  good 
work,  or  when  I  join  with  others  in  some  local  service,  I  take  heart  again. 
In  the  bosoms  of  our  families,  in  the  circles  of  our  friendships,  through 
the  channels  of  our  correspondence,  we  find  our  faith  restored  and  our 
hopes  quickened.  Therefore,  look  to  the  lengthening  of  your  cords  of 

fellowship.  , 

But  if  we  are  to  lengthen  our  cords,  safety  demands  we  strengthen 
our  stakes.  One  cannot  safely  enlarge  his  life  to  include  even  one  other 
person  without  strengthening  his  stakes. 

In  the  high  and  solemn  moment  of  marriage,  when  two  lives  are 
joined  “for  better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  until  death  do  us  part,”  it  is  for  a  deep  and  valid  reason  that  the 
vows  be  taken  before  the  altar  of  God.  Any  sensible  person  knows  that 
he  needs  higher  help  when  he  enters  into  life  partnership  with  another 
personality,  for  only  divine  aid  can  preserve  that  union  from  tarnishing 
possessiveness,  irritating  friction  and  petty  selfishness. 

As  we  all  know,  America’s  birth  rate  has  greatly  increased  during 
and  since  the  war.  The  cords  are  lengthening  until  we  are  now  a  nation 
of  some  166,000,000.  Such  extension  must  be  matched  by  deepening  dedica¬ 
tion.  In  national  life  as  in  our  most  personal  circles  of  home  and  friend¬ 
ship,  the  call  is,  “Lengthen  thy  cords  and  strengthen  thy  stakes.” 
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RACE  RELATIONS  DAY, 
FEBRUARY  12 

This  Sunday  is  set  apart  by  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  for  recognition  of  our  duty  to  the  other 
races  of  the  world.  Even  though  it  may  not  seem 
necessary  at  first  thought,  one  can  easily  see 
with  a  little  study  that  such  activity  is  needed 
as  much  these  days  as  it  has  been  in  days  past. 
Because,  even  though  we  have  made  a  great 
deal  of  progress  in  our  understanding  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  other  peoples  than  our  own,  we 
still  have  many  natural  and  inherited  prejudices 
which  are  not  always  Christian.  Now  would  be 
a  good  time  to  take  them  out  and  look  at  them 
as  impartially  as  we  can. 

In  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  the  matter  of 
race  relations  narrows  down  quickly  to  our  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  Negro.  Here  is  a  large  racial  minor¬ 
ity  at  our  door  step  which  needs  our  under¬ 
standing  and  our  help.  There  is  no  use  trying 
to  blind  ourselves  to  our  feelings,  because  we 
understand  better  than  many  other  people  that 
we  have  some  strong  opinions.  But  it  is  a  poor 
time  to  hide  behind  those  feelings  with  a  weak 
statement  that  we  want  to  continue  following 
the  path  of  least  resistance  and  not  make  a  ser¬ 
ious  effort  to  help  the  Negro  to  become  a  more 
valuable  member  of  society. 

This  writer  has  nothing  in  common  with  the 
thinking  of  those  who  set  our  white  race  up  in 
their  minds  as  a  superior  race.  Neither  can  I 
have  any  truck  with  those  misinformed  persons 
who  want  to  fawn  before  the  Negro  in  a  forced 
show  of  false  friendship.  But  somewhere  between 
these  two  extremes  there  must  be  a  middle 
ground  where  two  great  races  can  and  should 
find  understanding  and  appreciation  one  for  the 
other.  Every  race  has  a  good  deal  of  pride,  and 
the  Negro  is  no  exception.  The  encouragement  of 
this  racial  pride  should  result  in  a  finer  contri¬ 
bution  which  the  race  will  make  to  the  society 
into  which  it  is  thrown. 

This  writer  is  neither  a  good  enough  Chris-, 
tian  nor  a  smart  enough  socialogist  to  write  a 
formula  for  living  which  would  be  satisfactory 


THEY  SAY  WE  ARE  RICH 
IN  AMERICA 

America  is  rich!  The  President  has  just  told 
us  so;  and  there  is  no  economist  who  will  dissent. 
“We  have  broken  through  to  new  and  higher 
ground,  and  have  reached  the  threshold  of  a 
400-billion-dollar  economy.  WTiether  we  observe 
economic  activity  at  the  stage  of  production,  or 
employment,  or  income  disbursement,  or  con¬ 
sumer  spending,  we  find  evidence  of  progress 
and  prosperity.”  .  .  .  And  much  more  to  prove 
our  attainment  of  “the  cherished  goals  of  our 
society.” 

About  the  same  time  that  the  President 
spoke,  a  leading  industrialist  gave  us  a  look  at 
our  prosperity  from  a  slightly  different  angle, 
beginning  with  the  apparent  boast,  “As  recently 
as  fifty  years  ago,  a  third  of  (America’s)  work¬ 
ing  force  was  employed  in  agriculture,  whereas 
today  only  eleven  per  cent  of  our  people  are 
on  the  farm.  Today  we  find  that  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  our  people  are  dependent  on  business 
activity  of  some  kind.”  (If  we  are  looking  for 
a  stable  economy,  are  we  better  tied  up  to  a 
farm  that  will  always  feed  us,  or  to  a  machine 
tljat  can  produce  what  few  may  want  in  “hard 
times?) 

But  the  industrialist  continues  to  be  con¬ 
fident:  “We  have  the  desire  of  our  citizens  for 
continually  improving  living  standards.  We  have 
the  equality  of  opportunity  that  places  the  fruits 
of  industrial  inventiveness  within  everyone’s 
reach.  And  we  have  the  scientific  and  technical 
strength,  and  the  manufacturing  know-how  to 
make  a  steadily  increasing  stream  of  new  pro¬ 
ducts  and  processes  a  certainty.  He  have  long 
ago  passed  the  time  when  a  man’s  principal 
worry  was  where  his  next  meal  was  coming  from; 

to  either  white  or  Negro.  But  of  one  thing  we 
may  be  sure.  The  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our 
hearts  will  help  to  solve  a  lot  more  problems  than 
petrifying  traditions  can  cover  up.  The  com¬ 
bination  of  a  Christian  heart  and  an  open  mind 
will  be  the  most  effective  instrument  we  can 
use  as  we  come  to  this  true  test  of  our  Christian 
creeds. 


he  is  now  more  likely  to  be  concerned  about 
his  next  television  set  or  station  wagon. 

“In  thinking  about  the  economic  road  ahead 
.  .  .  the  availability  of  bare  necessities  such  as 
food,  shelter,  and  clothing  is  taken  for  granted. 
We  have  always  had  them;  we  have  never  had 
to  struggle  very  hard  to  get  them.  About  half 
of  our  expendable  -income  is  now  devoted  to 
providing  these  necessities.  The  rest  of  it  goes 
into  what  used  to  be  considered  luxuries — our 
household  appliances,  our  televisions  and  radios, 
that  new  model  car  that  seems  so  attractive  in 
the  dealer’s  window.  Expenditures  for  this  sort 
of  thing  are  deferable.” 

But  our  industrialist  sees  no  reason  why  we 
should  defer  expenditures.  He  comes  back  to 
spell  our  prosperity  in  sometimes  frightening 
pictures:  “Today,  nearly  60%  of  us  are  home 
owners,  as  against  some  40%  fifteen  years  ago. 
We  have  over  five  million  two-car  families. 
Last  year,  as  a  people,  we  bought  more  cars,  air 
conditioners,  television  sets,  furniture,  and  suits 
of  clothes  than  ever  before,  and  built  almost  as 
many  houses  as  in  our  peak  year  of  1950.  We 
bought  more  pianos,  more  furs,  more  hi-fi  record 
systems,  and  more  jewelry.  And  if  anyone  is 
clucking  his  tongue  at  such  extravagance,  let 
him  consider  also  that  we  saved  more  than 
$16,000,000,000,  an  imposing  total  in  a  year  when 
we  also  paid  nearly  $90,000,000,000  in  federal, 
state,  and  local  taxes.” 

As  I  read  this  speech,  I  was  wondering  about 
the  soundness  of  any  economy  built  on  what 
people  can  do  without;  about  the  present  source 
of  “the  old  rugged  virtues”  that  our  fathers  got 
from  contact  with  God’s  earth;  about  the  skills 
of  the  multi-billion-dollar  advertising  industry 
that  makes  us  want  what  we  don’t  need;  and 
especially  about  the  reaction  of  needy  millions 
of  people  of  other  lands  to  the  200-million-dol- 
lar  half  of  our  economy  that  is  pumped-up  and 
unneeded.  And,  just  at  this  pint,  the  speaker 
noted  a  greater  danger  that  sent  shivers  down 
my  back. 

“Politically,”  he  noted,  “I  feel  sure  we  are 
becoming,  to  an  extent  that  might  surprise  us, 
a  nation  of  conservatives  in  the  sense  that  more 
and  more  people  have  moved  into  an  economic 
status  where  they  have  something  to  conserve. 
Our  average  American  today  .  .  .  should  be¬ 
come  increasingly  distrustful  of  measures  which 
could  upset  his  fancy  new  applecart  with  its 
two-tone  finish  in  grapejuice  blue  and  dapple 
gray.  Disturbers  of  the  peace,  political  or  eco¬ 
nomic,  must  be  prepared  to  face  the  consequences 
of  offense  to  the  common  will.” 

Didn’t  Jesus  suggest  the  heavy  price  that 
one  pays  for  unneeded  wealth? 
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Methodists  Ask  Warning  Against 
“Perils  of  Prosperity 99 

Chicago  (RNS) — The  Methodist  Social  Creed  may  be  revised  next 
spring  to  include  a  warning  against  the  “perils  of  prosperity”  as  well 
as  those  of  poverty  and  unemployment. 

Additional  statements  on  international  cooperation,  alcoholism  and 
drug  addiction  also  were  proposed  by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relations  here. 

The  board’s  recommendations,  adopted  at  a  two-day  meeting,  will 
be  voted  on  next  April  by  the  Church’s  General  Conference  in  Minneapo¬ 
lis. 

“Our  Lord  has  told  us  that  we  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon,”  says 


the  proposed  addition  on  the  “perils 
“As  Christians  we  must  examine 
sonal  and  business  practices  lest  we 
unconsciously  adopt  standards  and 
assumptions  of  a  materialistic  socie¬ 
ty. 

“Any  judgment  on  society  must 
begin  at  the  house  of  God.” 

Dr.  Georgia  Harkness,  theology 
professor  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion,  Berkeley,  Calif.,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  that  proposed 
the  amendments. 

“Our  purpose  is  to  bring  the 
creed  up  to  date  in  regard  to  issues 
of  great  Christian  significance,”  she 
explained. 


Dr.  Morrison  Elected  Head 
Of  Protestanls-United 

Washington,  D.  C-  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Charles  Clayton  Morrison,  editor 
emeritus  of  the  Christian  Century, 
Chicago,  was  elected  president  of 
Protestants  and  Other  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  at  its  annual  meeting  here. 

He  succeeds  Dr.  Edwin  McNeill 
Poteat  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  who  died 
in  December. 

Dr.  Morrison  had  been  a  vice- 
president  of  the  organization, 
which  he  helped  found  in  1947. 

Elected  vice-president  in  his  place 
was  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Dawson  of  Aus¬ 
tin,  Tex.,  retired  executive  director 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs. 

Dr.  John  A.  Mackay,  president  of 
Princeton  (N.  J.)  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  and  Methodist  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington,  D. 
C.,  were  re-elected  vice-presidents. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Yost  of  Takoma 
Park,  Md.,  editor  of  Liberty,  Sev¬ 
enth-day  Adventist  magazine,  was 
named  secretary,  succeeding  Dr. 
Dawson  in  that  post.  Edward  H.  De- 
Grott,  Jr.,  Washington,  D.  C.  attor¬ 
ney,  was  re-elected  treasurer. 


Russia  Rejects  Prayers 
At  U.  N.  Meeting 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  Soviet 
Union  rejected  a  United  States 
suggestion  that  sessions  of  the  U. 
N.  General  Assembly  be  opened 
with  audible  prayer. 

Other  Communist  nations  were 
expected  to  follow  suit. 

The  prayer  proposal  was 
made  in  December  by  Henry  Ca¬ 
bot  Lodge,  Jr.,  chief  U.  S.  dele¬ 
gate,  in  a  letter  to  all  U.  N.  dele¬ 
gations.  He  suggested  that  the 
prayer  ba  offered,  on  a  rotation 
basis,  by  clergymen  representing 
the  religions  with  adherents 
among  U.  N.  member  countries. 

The  Soviet  delegation  asked 
the  Assembly  to  continue  the  pre¬ 
sent  practice,  started  in  1949,  of 
opening  and  closing  each  annual 
session  with  a  minute  for  silent 
prayer  or  meditation. 


of  prosperity.” 
earnestly  before  God  both  our  per- 


East  German  Reds  Preparing 
Anti-Religious  Booklets 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  Two  anti-reli¬ 
gious  booklets  are  being  prepared  by 
the  Science  and  Propaganda  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Socialist  Unity 
(Communist)  Party  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  for  distribution  to  East  Ger¬ 
man  teachers  and  youth  leaders. 

Theme  of  one  publication  is  that 
“the  Church  is  an  instrument  of  the 
exploiters  to  educate  the  toiling 
masses  toward  humility,  and  to  di¬ 
vert  their  attention  from  their  ev¬ 
eryday  misery  by  making  them  be¬ 
lieve  in  illusive  heavenly  joys.” 

The  booklet  will  contain  statisti¬ 
cal  data  on  the  alleged  “great  secu¬ 
lar  wealth  and  possessions  of  the 
church,  and  its  financial  participa¬ 
tion  in  industrial  enterprises  which 
directly  or  indirectly  work  for  West¬ 
ern  rearmament.” 

The  second  brochure  is  intended 
to  fight  “superstition  and  religi¬ 
ous  belief.” 

The  Central  Committee  said  the 
booklets  were  necessary  because 
“youth  cannot  use  all  its  forces  for 
the  development  of  Socialism  with¬ 
out  a  correct  attitude  toward  reli¬ 
gion  and  its  outgrowths.” 


Asks  Restrictions  On 
Touring  'Tent'  Evangelists 

Miami,  Fla.  (RNS) — The  Rev.  Wil- 
ferd  P.  Harman,  executive  director 
of  the  Greater  Miami  Council  of 
Churches,  has  called  for  stiff  coun¬ 
ty  and  city  restrictions  on  touring 
“tent”  evangelists: 

In  particular,  he  attacked  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Rev.  Jack  Coe,  Dallas, 
Tex.,  “faith  healer,”  now  in  this 
area. 

Mr.  Harman  said  tent  meetings 
that  make  money  “smack  of  relig¬ 
ious  racketeering.” 

“All  major  denominations  here 
have  the  same  point  of  view,”  he 
said.  “They  frown  on  the  approach 
Coe  and  other  traveling  tent  evan¬ 
gelists  use. 

“We  believe  the  power  of  prayer 
can  help  in  healing,  but  we  don’t 
believe  in  or  approve  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  people  like  Coe  use.  Faith  in 
God  certainly  can  assist  in  the  heal¬ 
ing  process.  But  not  the  way  Coe  ap¬ 
proaches  it,  as  though  his  laying  a 
hand  on  the  sick  can  cure  them.” 


Polish  Communists  Reduce 
Newsprint  Allotment  To  Church 
Papers 

London  (RNS)  —  Communist  au¬ 
thorities  in  Poland  have  cut  news¬ 
print  allotments  to  religious  publi¬ 
cations  an  additional  ten  to  15  per 
cent. 

The  new  action  is  expected  to  con¬ 
siderably  reduce  the  circulation  of 
church  periodicals. 

No  paper  allocation  has  yet  been 
made  for  printing  100,000  Roman 
Catholic  Bibles  in  Polish,  despite  ap¬ 
peals  by  top.  members  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  hierarchy.  Type  was  set  last  year 
but  lack  of  paper  has  held  up  the 
printing. 


S.  A.  Methodist  Church  To 
Mark  150th  Anniversary 

Capetown,  So.  Africa  (RNS)  — In¬ 
terracial  rallies  are  among  the  ac¬ 
tivities  scheduled  in  connection 
with  the  150th  anniversary  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa. 
The  celebration  will  open  April  15. 

To  mark  the  anniversary,  the 
Church  will  seek  to  raise  150,000 
pounds  ($420,000)  for  its  missionary 
and  extension  fund. 

In  the  recent  government  census, 
more  than  1,000,000  persons  listed 
themselves  as  Methodists.  Total 
population  of  the  country  is  12,000,- 
000. 

The  denomination  has  2,845 
churches  and  4,000  other  preaching 
places.  There  are  340  mission  es¬ 
tablishments  in  the  Union,  its  pro¬ 
tectorates,  and  Portuguese  East  Af¬ 
rica. 

The  Church  had  its  beginnings 
here  in  1806  when  a  group  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodist  soldiers  stationed  at 
nearby  Cape  Harrison  met  for  pray¬ 
er  and  worship. 


Hearings  Set  On 
Legislation  To  Bar 
Liquor  Advertising 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Chairman  J.  Percy  Priest  (D.- 
Tenn.)  of  the  House  Interstate 
and  Foreign  Commerce  Commit¬ 
tee  announced  that,  in  response 
to  requests  from  religious  and 
temperance  groups,  hearings  will 
be  held  here  Feb.  16-17  on  legis¬ 
lation  designed  to  bar  liquor  ad¬ 
vertising  from  interstate  com¬ 
merce. 

After  a  similar  hearing  in  1954, 
the  committee  voted  to  approve 
such  legislation  but  the  action 
came  too  late  for  the  bill  to  reach 
the  House  floor  for  debate. 

Advocates  of  the  ban  on  liquor 
advertising  will  be  heard  on  Feb. 
16  and  opponents  on  Feb.  17,  the 
committee  decided. 


Hails  Hoovers  Endorsement  of  Bible 


Chicago  (RNS)  —  J.  Edgar  Hoov¬ 
er’s  endorsement  of  the  Bible  as 
America’s  way  of  survival  was  hail¬ 
ed  here  by  the  Rev.  Clate  A  Ris- 
ley,  general  secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Sunday  School  Association. 

“We  are  in  complete  agreement 
with  Mr.  Hoover’s  statement  that 
the  Bible  must  be  taught  and  learn¬ 
ed  and  practiced  if  the  America  we 
love  is  to  survive,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Risley  announced  that  “Build¬ 
ing  with  the  Bible  in  the  Sunday 
School”  would  be  the  theme  of  the 
association’s  11th  annual  conven¬ 
tion  in  Chicago  Oct.  10-12. 

He  spoke  at  a  breakfast  meeting 


180,000  Hear  Graham 
At  Madras  Meetings 

Madras,  India  (RNS — More  than 
180,000  Indians — Christians,  Hindus 
and  Moslems  —  attended  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham’s  six  revival  meetings  at  the 
Doveton  -  Corrie  College  stadium 
here.  Aout  30,000  persons  jammed 
the  stadium  for  each  meeting. 

The  American  evangelist  said  the 
enthusiastic  reaction  to  his  preach¬ 
ing  here  was  “as  exhilarating  as  it 
was  surprising.” 

In  his  sermons  he  commended 
“service  to  the  Christian  cause  as 
the  sure  way  of  creating  and  main¬ 
taining  universal  peace.” 

After  each  meeting  scores  of  In¬ 
dians  swarmed  around  to  hug  and 
kiss  the  evangelist. 

Meanwhile,  more  than  5,000  min¬ 
isters  and  church  workers  attend¬ 
ed  every  one  of  his  gatherings  for 
clergymen  held  each  morning. 


of  60  key  Midwest  evangelical  Pro¬ 
testant  churchmen  and  educators. 

“The  Bible  is  the  essential  hand¬ 
book  of  every  Sunday  school  teacher 
who  desires  to  build  character  for 
eternity  into  the  lives  of  their  pu¬ 
pils,”  Mr.  Risley  said. 

“We  believe  that  a  philosophy  of 
naturalism  is  inadequate  to  build 
spiritual  resources  into  the  lives  of 
men  and  women.” 

The  association,  an  interdenomin¬ 
ational,  evangelical  service  agency, 
maintains  national  headqarters  here. 


Warns  of  Dangers  In  Tax  Suit 
Against  Ethical  Society 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Washington  Post  and  Times-Herald 
criticized  the  District  of  Columbia 
tax  assessor  for  starting  a  suit  to 
collect  property  taxes  from  the 
Washington  Ethical  Society  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  a  “religious” 
body. 

The  paper  warned  that  “serious 
dangers”  can  come  from  asking  the 
courts  to  give  an  official  definition 
of  “religion.”' 

“The  privileges  and  exemptions 
belonging  to  religious  organizations 
are  given  to  many  groups  whose 
ideas  and  modes  of  worship  may  not 
seem  ‘religious’  to  many  other 
groups,”  it  said.  “If  a  majority  def¬ 
inition  of  ‘religion’  were  to  become 
controlling,  tolerance  would  be  dis¬ 
sipated.” 


Vote  Of  Presbyteries  Favoring 
Ordination  Of  Women 


Philadelphia  (RNS)  —  Fifty-nine 
of  the  256  presbyteries  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  the  USA,  includ¬ 
ing  three  of  the  largest,  have  voted 
in  favor  of  ordaining  women.  Four¬ 
teen  presbyteries  have  rejected  the 
proposal. 

The  overture  was  sent  down  to 
the  presbyteries  by  the  Church’s 
167th  Qeneral  Assembly  which  met 
at  Los  Angeles  last  May.  Approval 
by  a  majority  of  them  is  required 
to  make  it  Church  law.  Similar 
proposals  were  rejected  by  the  pres¬ 
byteries  in  1930  and  1947.  In  1930 
the  vote  was  108  for,  170  against, 


seven  no  action.  In  1947  it  was  100 
for,  128  against,  eight  no  action. 

Latest  to  approve  the  proposal 
was  the  Detroit  (Mich.)  Presbytery, 
fifth  largest  in  the  nation  with  more 
than  48,000  members.  The  vote  there 
was  83-23.  The  Detroit  Presbytery 
rejected  the  proposal  by  a  170-108 
vote  in  1930  and  by  128-100  in  1947. 

Earlier,  the  measure  had  been 
endorsed  by  the  Philadelphia  Pres¬ 
bytery,  third  largest,  with  more 
than  78,000. 

Opposition  to  the  proposal  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  principally  from  the 
country’s  smaller  presbyteries. 
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CAMDEN  SUB-DISTRICT 
TO  HAVE  TRAINING 
SCHOOL 

First  Methodist  Church  in  Cam¬ 
den  will  act  has  host  to  the  Cam¬ 
den  Sub-District  Training  School, 
February  13-15.  Plans  and  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  R.  B.  Moore,  host 
pastor  and  dean,  of  the  school;  Dr. 
Roy  E.  Faucett,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Board 
of  Education;  and  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart, 
Camden  District  Superintendent. 

Monday  evening,  February  13 
from  7:15  to  9:00  and  continuing 
through  Wednesday,  the  following 
courses  will  be  offered: 

“The  Child’s  Approach  to  Relig¬ 
ion”  taught  by  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tomlin¬ 
son,  who  is  superintendent  of  the 
Children’s  Division  of  St.  John’s 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

“Teaching  Youth”  taught  by  Mrs. 
V.  B.  Story,  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  Pulaski  Heights  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Little  Rock. 

“The  Life  of  Paul”  taught  by  Dr. 
E.  Clifton  Rule,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Hope  District. 

And  “How  to  Improve  the  Church^ 
School”  taught  by  Dr.  Clem  Baker, 
who  is  the  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Pine  Bluff.  —  Re¬ 
porter 


DEDICATE  ‘SKID  ROW 
SEMINARY*  IN 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS?  —  A 
“Skid  Row  Seminary”  sponsored  by 
the  Citizens’  Commission  on  Alco¬ 
holism,  Inc.  was  dedicated  at  the 
Salvation  Army’s  Harbor  Light 
center  here.  Mayor  Eric  Hoyer  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  ceremonies. 

A  three-month  course  has  been 
planned  with  classes  to  be  held  ev¬ 
ery  Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

The  hour-and-a-half  program  will 
include  Bible  study  conducted  by 
students  of  Bethel  Seminary,  St. 
Paul,  discussions  on  the  problem  of 
alcoholism  by  the  Rev.  Paul  Rahneff, 
commission  executive  director,  and 
members  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
and  talks  on  traffic  safety  under 
the  direction  of  Capt.  Elmer  Nord- 
lund  of  the  Minneapolis  police  de¬ 
partment. 

Completion  of  12  classes  over  the 
three-month  period  will  entitle  en- 
rollees  to  diplomas,  Mr.  Rahneff 
said.  Coffee  and  cookies  will  be 
served  after  each  class. 

The  seminary  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 


A  TEACHER’S  PRAYER 

Lord,  I  thank  Thee  for  the  chance 
to  work  at  a  task  which  makes  the 
hours  so  full.  Let  me  use  those  hours 
to  guide  the  precious  lives  entrusted 
to  my  daily  care  in  ways  of  good¬ 
ness.  Help  me  to  be  calm  in  the 
face  of  disturbance,  kind  to  all  re¬ 
gardless  of  circumstance,  tolerant 
when  understanding  is  lacking,  and 
faithful  in  duties  great  and  small. 
I  pray  for  the  strength  of  mind  and 
body  to  do  what  is  expected  of  me 
without  losing  my  willing  spirit. 
Forgive  the  mistakes  I  make  this 
day  and  give  me  wisdom  to  correct 
them.  In  the  name  of  the  Great 
Teacher  I  pray.  Amen. — Ex. 


NORTH  ARIL 
CONFERENCE 

By  Ira  A.  Bromley 
Training  Schools 

The  Jonesboro  Area  Training 
School  was  held  last  week  with  the 
following  courses  being  offered: 

The  Use  of  the  Bible  with  Chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates. 

Ways  of  Teaching,  Rev.  Byron 
McSpadden. 

Guilding  Intermediates,  Rev.  Ben 
F.  Jordan. 

Church  School  Administration, 
Miss  Lila  Mills. 

Teachings  of  the  Prophets,  Rev.  J. 
Wilson  Crichlow. 

The  Searcy  Area  Training  SchooL 
is  being  held  this  week  With  the 
following  courses  being  offered: 

The  Child’s  Approach  to  Religion, 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Newton. 

Ways  of  Teaching,  Rev.  Robert 
Paul  Sessions. 

How  to  Read  and  Study  the  Bible, 
Rev.  Walter  A.  Hearn. 

Christian  Stewardship,  Rev.  O.  D. 
Peters. 

The  Conway  Area  Training  School 
was  held  last  week  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  courses  being  offered: 

Guiding  Primary  Children,  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Tomlinson. 

Guilding  Intermediates,  Rev. 
James  Major. 

The  Life  of  Jesus,  Dr.  Paul  M. 
Bumpers. 

The  Work  of  the  Local  Church, 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey. 

The  Five  Spiritual  Classics,  Miss 
Mildred  Osment. 

The  First  Methodist  Church,  Fort 
Smith,  began  a  one-unit  training 
school  on  The  Christian  Mission  in 
a  Revolutionary  World,  being  taught 
by  the  pastor,  Dr.  Fred  G.  Roe¬ 
buck,  the  first  session  being  held 
January  22. 

Spadra  is  to  have  a  one-unit  train¬ 
ing  school  on  The  Christian  Mission 
in  a  Revolutionary  World,  January 
30  -  February  7,  the  course  being 
taught  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Aaron 
Barling. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Howerton  is  conduct¬ 
ing  a  one-unit  school  at  Cotter  on 
The  Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  World,  January  18-  Feb.  8. 

Rev.  Elmo  Thomason  is  conduct¬ 
ing  a  one-unit  school  on  The  Chris- 
tion  Mission  in  a  Revolutioiiary 
World,  January  15-February  12. 

Rev.  H.  L.  Robison  is  conducting 
a  one-unit  school  at  Walnut  Ridge 
on  The  Christian  Mission  in  a 
Revolutionary  World,  January  15- 
February  12. 

Rev.  Raymond  A.  Dorman  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  one-unit  training  school 
at  Wilson  on  The  Christian  Mission 
in  a  Revolutionary  World,  January 
17-February  7. 

A  number  of  other  schools,  which 
have  previously  been  announced, 
were  completed  by  the  end  of  Jan¬ 
uary. 


I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that 
God’s  purpose  for  His  Church  today 
is  the  same — to  make  it  a  church  to 
be  feared.  Speaking 'of  the  church 
in  terms  of  a  building,  it  should  be 
a  place  to  which  people  almost  fear 
to  come  lest  they  be  converted. — 
Alan  Redpath,  in  Victorious  Chris¬ 
tian  Living,  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.) 


Hei  Yul  Lee,  a  young  Korean 
Methodist,  is  expected  momentarily 
at  Centenary  College  where  he  plans 
to  study  “the  science  of  diplomacy”. 

Lee,  in  his  home  in  far-off  Seoul, 
chose  Centenary  on  the  recommend¬ 
ation  of  a  cousin,  now  living  in  North 
Newton,  Kansas.  In  his  correspond¬ 
ence  with  Dean  Edgar  Burks,  di¬ 
rector  of  admissions,  he  notes  that 
Centenary’s  name  “is  well  known  by 
the  people”  of  Korea. 

All  arrangements  for  Lee’s  en¬ 
rollment  during  the  spring  semester 
were  handled  by  Dean  Burks,  who 
says  the  Korean  student  originally 
hopel  to  enter  Centenary  last  fall. 
However,  delays  in  receiving  his 
passport  and  other  essential  papers 
forced  temporary  cancellation  of  his 
plans. 

The  first  letter  received  from  Lee 
is  dater  Feb.  10,  1955,  and  opens  as 
follows: 

“I  am  greatly  honored  to  write 
to  you,  Sir.  I  am  nineteen  years  old 
and  attending  senior  class  of  Yong- 
san  High  School,  Seoul,  which  is  my 
pride  with  its  good  tradition  as  the 
best  school  in  our  country.  The 
school  building  was  so  nice,  but  the 
cruel  Reds’  invasion  destroyed  not 
only  the  building,  but  most  of  them 
in  Korea  —  they  brought  here  de¬ 
vastation  only.” 

Lee  then  goes  on  to  explain  that 
his  unidentified  cousin  suggested 
that  he  apply  for  admission  to  Cen¬ 
tenary.  He  requests  application 
blanks  and  information  regarding 
the  proper  procedure  to  follow  in 
registering. 

“I  am  Christian  who  is  by  good 
family,”  he  declares. 

In  the  application  blank,  filled 
out  and  returned  shortly  there- 


Chapel  Dedicated  at  Cuban 
Evangelical  Seminary 

Matanzas,  Cuba  (RNS)  —  Clergy¬ 
men  of  three  denominations’  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  dedication  of  the 
new  $30,000  Chapel  of  the  Resur¬ 
rection  at  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  here. 

The  seminary  is  a  joint  Presbyter- 
ian-Methodist-Episcopal  institution 
for  the  training  of  young  Cubans 
and  other  Latin  Americans  for  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  the  Caribbean  area 
and  South  America.  Established  in 
1946,  it  has  an  enrollment  of  42  stu¬ 
dents. 

Construction  of  the  chapel  was 
made  possible  by  a  gift  of  $25,000 
from  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  USA  and  one  of  $5,- 
000  by  Samuel  C.  Dysart,  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Sinclair  Cuba  Oil  Co., 
and  Mrs.  Dysart. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Hugo 
Blankingship,  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Cuba,  consecrated  the  chapel;  Dr. 
John  C.  Corbin,  secretary  of  church 
relations  for  the  Presbyterian  (USA) 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  preached 
the  sermon;  and  Dr.  Humberto  Car- 
razana,  a  Methodist  minister  who  is 
vice-president  of  the  seminary’s 
board,  read  th®  Scripture. 


after,  Lee  says  that  he  is  of  the 
Methodist  faith  and  is  the  son  of 
Yu  Sub  Lee,  a  Korean  merchant,  and 
Bun  Yo  Han.  He  says  he  has  one 
younger  brother  and  two  younger 
sisters. 

He  lists  his  current  address  as  8 
Ulchiro  5  Ku,  Chooing  Ku,  Seoul, 
Korea,  but  carefully  adds  that  his 
permanent  address  is  Bong-Myong- 
Ni,  Choyang  Myon,  Hamju  Gun, 
Hankyung-Mando,  Korea.  He  in¬ 
cludes  nothing  to  indicate  that  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Korean 
conflict,  and  presumably  he  was 
too  young  at  the  time  to  have  been 
in  the  armed  forces  of  his  country. 

Subsequent  correspondence  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  college  from  Lee  notes 
that  he  was  graduated  on  March  3, 
1955,  from  Yongsan  High  School  in 
Seoul.  In  one  of  his  letters,  he  says 
he  plans  to  work  part  time  to  help 
pay  his  college  expenses.  His  father, 
he  says,  will  supply  the  remainder 
of  the  necessary  funds. 

Lee  will  be  enrolled  as  a  freshman 
at  Centenary  and  will  live  in  Rotary 
Hall,  men’s  dormitory  on  campus, 
along  with  a  number  of  Japanese, 
Mexican  and  other  foreign  youths. 
And,  as  has  been  the  case  with  all 
foreign  students,  it  is  expected  that 
he  soon  will  be  thoroughly  integrat¬ 
ed  into  campus  life  and  will  be  us¬ 
ing  American  slang  terms  with  the 
rest. 

However,  Centenary  officials  are 
somewhat  puzzled  at  the  fact  that 
Lee  lists  “the  science  of  diplomacy” 
as  both  his  vocational  choice  and 
his  intended  major  field  of  study. 
The  college  does  not  offer  diplomatic 
studies,  as  such.  Dean  Burks  says 
he  will  wait  until  Lee  arrives  and 
let  the  Korean  youth  inspect  the 
offered  courses  and  make  his  own 
selections. 


TEMPERANCE  BOARD  HAS 
WASHINGTON  MEETING 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
of  Temperance  be  allowed  to  ap¬ 
point  a  “Director  of  Temperance” 
to  carry  forward  an  action  program 
in  the  annual  conference.  The  board 
will  also  ask  the  General  Conference 
to  change  the  title  of  District  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Temperance  to  District  Di¬ 
rector. 

— expressed  “deep  appreciation” 
to  the  Curriculum  Committees  of 
the  church  and  to  the  Editorial  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
“increased  materials  on  temperance 
in  the  church  school  literature.” 

— asked  the  General  Conference 
“to  continue  Commitment  Day  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  December”  be¬ 
cause  of  the  “outstanding  success” 
of  the  observance. 

Board  members  heard  a  composite 
“progress  report”  from  their  staff 
detailing  with  activities  in  four 
areas:  Education,  Commitment,  Re¬ 
habilitation  and  Legislation.  Com¬ 
menting  on  the  “growing  concern 
on  the  part  of  people  and  organiza¬ 
tions  across  the  nation  who  are  now 
involved  in  a  desperate  search  for 
solutions  to  the  problem  of  alcohol,” 
the  report  said,  “it  is  obvious  that 
we  are  now  in  the  midst  of  our 
greatest  opportunity.” 
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LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1181 

Amity  Ct.,  Bobby  Dale  Orr  . 

Arkadelphia  Ct.,  Robert  Langley 
ARKADELPHIA 
First  Church,  J.  M.  Hamilton... 

St.  Andrew,  Clint  Burleson  . 

Bismarck,  Marvin  Wilkins  . 

Dalark  Ct.,  Connie  Robins  . 

Delight  Ct.,  W.  H.  Watson  . 

Fountain  Lake,  J.  W.  Carnell  . 

Friendship  Ct.,  Robert  Irwin  . 

Glenwood  Ct.,  J.  A.  Wade  . 

Gurdon,  James  A.  Simpson  . 

HOT  SPRINGS  Ct.,  Coleman  Akin 
First  Church,  E.  D.  Galloway 
Grand  Avenue,  A.  J.  Christie 
O aklawn-M orning  Star,  Harry 

Weed  . 

Pullman  Heights-Bethlehem, 

Alfred  DeBlack  . •••-— . , 

Tigert  Memorial,  Robt.  S.  Beasley 
Malvern,  First  Church,  Rufus 

Sorrells  . 

Keith  Memorial,  Irl  S.  Lancaster.. 

St  Paul,  Harold  Davis  . 

Mt.  Ida  Ct.,  Phil  E.  Pierce  . . 

Murfreesboro,  Omma  L.  Daniel  .... 

Okolona  Ct.,  Bruce  H.  Bean  . 

Piney  Grove,  Russell  Brown  . 

Princeton  Ct.,  S.  W.  Mooty  . - 

Rockport  Ct.,  P.  D.  Alston  . 

Shorewood  Hills,  B.  Howard  Cox 
Sparkman-Sardis,  Orrie  Thompson.. 

TOTALS  . 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Quota  1945 

Bearden,  C.  D.  Cade  . 

Bradley,  J.  D.  Montgomery  . 

Buckner  Ct.,  Joe  Arnold  ...... . 

Buena  Vista-Lisbon,  Oscar  Haire  .... 

Calion-Quinn,  S.  B-  . 

Camden,  Fairview,  M.  W.  Miller  .... 

Camden  First  Church,  R.  B.  Moore 
Chidester  Ct.,  Gerald  K.  Fincher  .... 

Columbia  Ct.,  Claude  Clark  . 

EL  DORADO  „  _  , 

First  Church,  Cecil  R.  Culver  . 

St.  Luke,  W.  S.  Cazort  . 

Vantrease,  M.  E.  Scott  . - . 

Emerson  Ct.,  C.  B.  Harris  . 

Harmony  Grove,  Ernest  Hays  . 

Holly  Springs  Ct.,  James_  Ford  . 

Junction  City,  D.  L.  McCauley  . 

Lewisville,  H.  Barry  ^Bailey  . 

Louann  Ct.,  G.  B.  Pixley  . . 

Magnolia  Ct.,  Elbert  Marlar  .. . 

Magnolia,  First  Church,  C.  Kay 

Hozendorf  . -.—••• . — — - . 

Jackson  Street,  J.  L.  Tucker  . 

Marysville-Fredonia,  C.  E. 

Lawrence  . — . 

Norphlet,  Myron  C.  Pearce  . 

Parker's  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove, 

C.  Ashcraft  . . 

Smackover,  Harold  Sadler  . 

Stamps,  C.  W.  Baughman  . 

Stephens,  Bryan  Stephens  . 

Strong-Huttig,  Elbert  B.  Jean  . 

Taylor  Ct.,  R.  M.  Crain  . 

Timothy-Westside,  H.  R.  Nabors  .... 

Union  Rhodes  Chapel,  Ralph  S.  Mann  3 

Village  Ct.,  E.  T.  McAfee  . .  13 

Waldo-Willisville,  Raymond  L. 

Diffee  . 

TOTALS  . 

HOPE  DISTRICT— Quota  1313 

Ashdown,  Clyde  Parsons  . 

Bineen  Ct.,  James  Shaddox  . 

Blevins  Ct!.  A.  W.  Hamilton  . 

Center  Point  Ct.,  D.  W.  Harberson.. 
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61** 

1 

6  .... 

7 

37 

113  7 

157** 

11 

102  4 

117 

13 

44  .... 

57 

5 

41  2 

48 

3 

17  .... 

20*  • 

18 

84  .... 

102 

10 

36  1 

47** 

22 

22** 

6 

25  .... 

31** 

15 

37  .... 

52** 

13 

53  .... 

66** 

11 

3  .... 

14** 

5 

19  .... 

24** 

12 

12  2 

26** 

11 

9  .... 

20* 

3 

37 

40** 

343 

960  27 

1330** 

jota 

1945 

4 

30  .... 

34** 

2 

33  1 

36** 

9 

33  .... 

42 

7 

14  .... 

21* 

3 

36  .... 

39*2 

8 

178  .... 

186*2 

15 

80  .... 

95 

11 

31  1 

43 

5 

47  .... 

52 

1 

1007  .... 

1008*3 

16 

64  .... 

80*5 

38 

83  .... 

121** 

1 

1  .... 

2 

2 

15  .... 

17* 

8 

26  .... 

34 

4 

50  .... 

54** 

5 

60  .... 

65** 

5 

25  .... 

30 

,2 

1  .... 

3 

518  .... 

518*3 

12 

44  2 

58** 

9 

36  .... 

45** 

12 

60  .... 

72*3 

2 

21 

6 

13 

5 

32 

10 


62 

62 

53 

41 

34 

30 

34 

36 

39 


11  58 

295  2921 


64** 

84** 

61** 

54** 

39 

62** 

44*2 

40** 

52* 

69** 

3224** 


— - - 

Dierks,  W.  P.  Walker 


Foreman,  w.  . 

Fouke-Boyd,  Bun  Gantz  »  . 

Hatfield  Ct..  Harold  E.  Wright  . 

Hope,  Virgil  D.  Keeley  . 

Horatio  Ct.,  Don  Smith  . 

Lockesburg,  J.  R.  Callicott  . 

Mena.  Kirvin  A.  Hale  . . . 

Mineral  Springs  Ct.,  Woodrow  Smith 

Nashville,  J.  E.  Dunlap  . 

Prescott,  W.  D.  Golden  . 

Prescott  Ct.,  L.  O.  Lee  . 


TEXARKANA — College  Hill.  How¬ 
ard  Williams  . 

Fairview,  H.  D.  Ginther  . 

Few  Memorial,  C.  E.  Messer  ... 
First  Church,  Wm.  E.  Brown 


TOTALS  . 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Quota  2494 

Austin  Ct.,  L.  C.  Beasley  .  6 

Rauxite.  C.  W.  Good  . . .  .4 

Benton,  First  Church,  J.  R.  Clayton  19 

Parkview,  Joe  R.  Phillips  ., .  ® 

Bethel-Pride  Valley,  Ernest  Nipper..  b 
Bethlehem  Ct.,  J.  R.  Martin  .  3 

Carlisle,  O.  E.  Holmes  .  5 

Carlisle  Ct.,  Joe  White  . 

Des  Arc,  W.  Roy  Jordan  .  13 

Douglasville,  W.  H.  Sanders  11 

Geyer  Springs,  Robt.  W.  Tnesch- 

TTnrpn  Dovle  T.  Rowe  . •• . 

Hickory  Plains  Ct.,  Eugene  Gilliam  1 
LITTLE  ROCK 

Asbury,  J.  C.  English  .  . . 

Capitol  View,  Geo.  E.  Reutz  . 


2 

63 

65** 

3 

15 

18 

10 

36 

46** 

7 

18 

25* 

13 

52 

1 

66** 

15 

32 

47** 

9 

17 

26 

13 

63 

76** 

24 

24 

5 

7 

12*2 

12 

10 

22 

33 

168 

201** 

13 

20 

33 

13 

27 

40** 

13 

74 

87** 

7 

20 

5 

32** 

6 

61 

3 

70** 

8 

62 

4 

74** 

5 

18 

1 

24** 

7 

20 

4 

31 

10 

49 

59** 

24 

24 

1 

49** 

5 

28 

33 

20 

47 

67** 

6 

14 

20** 

38 

119 

6 

163** 

7 

18 

3 

28** 

1 

2 

2 

305 

1108 

28 

1441** 

6 

25 

31 

2 

36 

38* 

19 

95 

2 

116** 

5 

13 

18 

6 

10 

1 

17** 

3 

19 

22 

4 

10 

14 

5 

35 

2 

42 

12 

12 

13 

15 

28 

17 

11 

28 

15 

6 

21* 

9 

44 

53** 

1 

7 

8 

9 

71 

6 

86 

1 

33 

34 

First  Church,  Aubrey  G.  Walton  .... 

Henderson,  H.  R.  Holland  . 

Highland,  H.  O.  Bolin  . 

Hunter  Memorial,  Fred  L.  Arnold 

Markham  St.,  John  Williams  . 

Oak  Forest,  George  G.  Meyer  . 

Pulaski  Heights,  J.  K.  Shamblin  .. 

St.  Paul,  C.  W.  Richards  . 

St.  Luke,  David  M.  Hankins,  Jr. 
Twenty-Eighth  St.,  Noel  Cross  .... 

Winnfield,  Fred  R.  Harrison  . 

Lonoke-Eagle,  W.  R.  Burks  . 

Mabelvale,  Charles  E.  Ramsey  . 

Mt.  Carmel-New  Hope,  Cecil  Gill... 

Mt.  Pleasant,  L.  R.  Sparks  . 

Mt.  View,  J.  R.  Ewbank  . 

Primrose,  James  R.  Scott  . 

Roland  Ct.,  S.  T.  Hollowell  . 

Salem,  Kenneth  Goode  . 

Sardis,  F.  W.  Reutz  . a... 

Traskwood  Ct.,  Norman  Totten,  Jr. 
TOTALS  . 


11 

1180 

1191*3 

30 

31 

* 

65 

10 

50 

4 

64 

23 

9 

32 

2 

9 

11** 

16 

10 

26 

11 

77 

88 

51 

82 

133** 

6 

15 

"i 

22 

22 

33 

2 

57** 

62 

74 

136 

3 

33 

1 

37 

15 

27 

2 

44** 

3 

19 

22** 

3 

4 

7*2 

1 

6 

7*. 

9 

28 

2 

39** 

. 

1 

1 

6 

9 

15 

12 

1 

13 

9 

31 

"i 

41** 

420  2171  28  2619** 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Quota  1041 


Hamburg,  R.  O.  Beck 


Lake  Village,  Everrett  M.  Vinson  ... 
Martin’s  Chapel,  W.  C.  Onstead  .... 

Monticello,  Roland  E.  Darrow  . 

McGehee-Arkansas  City,  D.  M. 

Mann  . 

Montrose-Parkdale,  James  R.  Sewell 
Portland,  Robert  B.  Moore,  Jr . 


Tillar-Winchester,  J.  C.  Van  Horn.. 

Warren,  Guy  C.  Ames  . 

Warren  Ct.,  W.  E.  West  . 

Watson-Kelso,  John  W.  Rushing  . 


TOTALS 


Altheimer-Wabbaseka,  Harould 


Bayou  Meto-Lodge  Corner,  R.  L. 


Carthage,  Claude  R.  Roy 


Leola,  C.  R. 
Little  Prairie, 
PINE  BLUFF 


Good  Faith,  Horace  M.  Grogan 
Hawley  Memorial,  George  W.  Kerr 


Roe  Ct.,  W.  C.  Lewis  . 

Rcwell  Ct.,  Elam  Turner  .  18 

St.  Charles,  A.  C.  Rogers  . 


Stuttgart,  First  Ch„  C.  M.  Atchley.. 


TOTALS 


12 

85 

97** 

6 

32 

3 

41** 

5 

44 

1 

50*« 

2 

62 

1 

65** 

10 

39 

1 

50*2 

6 

74 

80** 

6 

34 

40*2 

11 

54 

"i 

66** 

7 

41 

2 

50 

3 

30 

33** 

13 

18 

2 

33** 

7 

28 

35* 

3 

10 

13 

63 

1 

54 

20 

84 

104** 

7 

46 

53*2 

7 

41 

"i 

49*3 

24 

47 

l 

72*2 

1 

43 

44** 

32 

51 

83*2 

55 

^73 

5 

133** 

1 

1 

9 

42 

51** 

3 

19 

5 

27 

11 

38 

49*3 

260 

1089 

24 

1373** 

Quota  1464 

1 

27 

28** 

13 

31 

1 

45** 

7 

25 

32** 

14 

"2 

16 

20 

61 

2 

83** 

3 

64 

67** 

3 

33 

"3 

39 

8 

6 

14 

5 

54 

59** 

2 

16 

18** 

9 

23 

32*2 

9 

31 

40** 

1 

16 

17 

7 

60 

67** 

21 

117 

3 

141 

3 

26 

29** 

9 

52 

61** 

20 

63 

"5 

88 

14 

1 

15*2 

8 

36 

44*2 

5 

ii 

16** 

1 

6 

7 

3 

29 

2 

34 

4 

34 

1 

39*2 

18 

27 

1 

46* 

16 

10 

2 

28* 

7 

68 

75* 

16 

26 

42*2 

32 

87 

i 

120** 

17 

115 

132** 

282 

1157 

35 

1474** 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Quota  997 
Batesville,  Asbury,  Cyril  Wilson  . 


Bethesda-Cushman,  Mark  Wimmer.. 


Cave  City-Sidney,  O.  R.  Moncrief  .... 
Cave  City  Circuit,  Ivan  R.  Wilson  .... 

Charlotte  Circuit  . 

Cotter,  Robert  Howerton  . 

Desha-Salado,  Walter  Abee  . 

Evening  Shade,  James  K.  Cooley  .... 

Melbourne,  D.  G.  Hindman  . 

Melbourne  Ct.,  Mrs.  D.  G.  Hindman 
Moorefield-McHue,  Ray  Edwards  .... 
Mountain  View,  Henry  W.  Jinske  .... 
Newark-Oil  Trough,  Gerald  E. 


Newport,  First  Church,  Van  W. 

Harrell  . 

Newport,  Umsted  Memorial, 


Swifton-Alicia,  Theron  McKisson 

Tuckerman,  Golder  Lawrence  .  14 

Viola  Ct.,  Otha  Strayhorn  . 

Wolfe  Bayou,  W.  H.  Ford  . 

Yellville,  M.  L.  Kaylor  . 

TOTALS  . . . 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Quota  1484 

Atkins,  John  W.  Glover  . 

Beacon  . . •••••— . 

Belleville-Havana,  Fred  Thompson.. 


4 

14 

18** 

17 

79 

3 

99** 

37 

66 

7 

110** 

13 

23 

36** 

3 

9 

12*2 

21 

38 

59** 

5 

16 

i 

22** 

2 

21 

2 

25 

6 

7 

13 

10 

23 

2 

35** 

10 

54 

64** 

19 

18 

i 

38 

5 

13 

18** 

2 

24 

26 

6 

22 

28 

4 

27 

3 

34*  * 

9 

44 

2 

55** 

6 

59 

5 

70 

9 

40 

49«* 

26 

3 

29 

9 

i 

10 

22 

26 

48** 

2 

11 

13*2 

6 

33 

39** 

14 

36 

50** 

4 

12 

16 

4 

3 

7** 

11 

22 

1 

34** 

286 

743 

28 

1057** 

iota 

1484 

14 

14 

"4 

5 

9** 

7 

15 

i 

23 

5 

8 

13 

Charge  and  Pastor 

Conway,  First  Ch.,  Joel  Cooper  .... 
Wesley  Memorial,  Harold  Wilson 

Danville,  Paul  Lanier  . 

Dardanelle,  William  A.  Stewart,  Jr. 
Dardanelie  Circuit.  W.  G.  Conner  .. 

Dover-London,  J.  A.  Newell  . 

Fourche  Valley  Ct.,  Doyle  Graham.. 
Greenbrier  Ct.,  Vernon  Anderson  .... 
Morrilton,  First  Church, 

David  Conyers  . 

Morrilton  Ct.  No.  1,  Wm.  Yarbrough 

Naylor  Ct.,  A.  S.  Aist  . 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK 

First  Church,  J.  Wm.  Watson  .... 

Gardner,  E.  B.  Williams  . 

Rose  City,  R.  A.  Simpson  . 

Lakewood,  George  W.  Martin  . 

Levy,  S.  O.  Patty  . 

Washington  Ave.,  Earle  Cravens  .. 

Sylvan  Hills,  Norris  Steele  . 

Perry-Perryville,  Geo.  J.  Kleeb  .... 

Plainview-Ola,  Britt  Cordell  . 

Plummerville  Ct.,  Robert  Johnson.... 

Pope  County,  Weldon  Gillian  . 

Pottsville,  Elsworth  Watson  . 

Russellville,  First  Ch.,  Alf  A.  Eason 

Vilonia  . 

Salem  Ct.,  Edward  Spiva  . 

Waltreak,  J.  M.  Kitchens  . 

TOTALS  . 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 
Alpena-Omaha,  A.  E.  Mclllveene  .... 

Bentonville,  Martin  Bierbaum  . 

Bentonville  Ct.,  W.  C.  Hutton  . 

Berry ville,  Archie  N.  Boyd  . 

Brightwater-Avoca,  Fern  Cook  . 

Centerton  Ct.,  W.  A.  Lindsey  . 

Decatur,  Woodrow  Woods  . 

Elm  Springs-Harmon,  Virgil  Hainsey 
Eureka  Springs,  H.  F.  McDonal 
Farmington-Winslow,  A.  L.  Riggs  .. 
Fayetteville,  Central,  R.  E.  L. 

Bearden,  Jr . 

Wiggins  Memorial,  Arnold  Simpson 

Gentry,  W.  W.  Gibson  . 

Goshen,  O.  L.  Cole  . 

Gravette,  Lloyd  L.  Turner  . 

Green  Forest,  Albert  W.  Martin,  Jr. 
Huntsville-Presley,  J.  J.  Clark 

Lincoln,  Wm.  M.  Wilder  . 

Morrow-Evansville,  Eugene  Miser.... 
Pea  Ridge-Tuck’s,  C.  H.  Harvison 

Prairie  Grove,  J.  J.  Decker  . 

Rogers,  Harold  Womack  . 

Siloam  Springs,  John  Bayliss  .. 

Springdale,  George  Ivey  . 

Sulphur  Spgs.,  Delbert  P.  Remaley.. 
Viney  Grove-Cincinnati, 

E.  F.  Flower  . 

White  River,  L.  L.  Langston  . 

Weddington,  Walter  Pennell  . 
TOTALS  . 


Aubrey  Ct.,  Van  Hooker  . . .  21 

Brinkley,  J.  C.  Wilcox  .  5 

Cherry  Valley,  W.  B.  Yount  ... 

Clarendon,  L.  F.  LaFevers  .  6 

Colt  Ct.,  E.  C.  Sooter  .  12 

Cotton  Plant,  A.  W.  Harris  .  8 

Crawfordsville-Blackfish,  L.  K. 

Wilson  . 3 

Earle,  G.  A.  Mckelvey  .  33 

Elaine,  Sam  G.  Watson  .  14 

Forrest  City,  Raymond  L.  Franks  ..  4 

Helena,  .  Irl  Bridenthal  .  17 

Holly  Grove,  O.  M.  Campbell  .  4 

Hughes,  Elmus  C.  Brown  .  10 

Hulbert,  M.  N.  Johnston  .  1 

Hunter,  J.  C.  Richey  .  4 

Marianna,  Garland  C.  Taylor  .  10 

Marion,  I.  L.  Claud  .  3 

Marvell,  Porter  Weaver  . 5 

Parkin,  Charles  Lewis  ., .  11 

Turrell-Gilmore,  Aubrey  C.  Hays  ....  1 

Vanndale,  Frank  Shell  . 

West  Helena,  Glen  Bruner  .  20 

West  Memphis,  J.  Ralph  Hillis  . 

Wheatley-Moro,  Gail  Anderson  .  11 

Widener-Round  Pond,  James 

Clemmons  .  7 

Wynne,  Hubert  Pearce  .  22 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


25 

82 

22 

129 

18 

14 

1 

33** 

5 

•  41 

2 

48** 

8 

44 

1 

53** 

11 

5 

1 

17 

7 

29 

36** 

7 

7 

40 

13 

.... 

53** 

20 

91 

3 

114** 

4 

21 

25** 

2 

2 

4 

60 

129 

189** 

23 

72 

9 

104 

5 

15 

2 

22** 

10 

3 

13 

20 

61 

81** 

13 

44 

57 

19 

10 

28* 

25 

25* 

9 

18 

i 

28 

16 

21 

37 

11 

11 

12 

25 

'  37** 

8 

349 

i 

358*2 

21 

21** 

5 

10 

i 

16 

2 

5 

7*2 

358 

1210 

45 

1613** 

— Quota  1210 

2 

14 

16 

5 

64 

5 

74 

3 

16 

19 

8 

37 

4 

49** 

5 

23 

28** 

7 

19 

i 

27** 

4 

15 

19** 

7 

36 

43** 

2 

9 

11 

3 

11 

i 

15 

31 

125 

10 

166 

4 

27 

31 

2 

26 

4 

32** 

1 

13 

14** 

5 

28 

33** 

2 

21 

23 

7 

21 

i 

29** 

7 

32 

2 

41** 

13 

13 

26*2 

7 

21 

28** 

13 

64 

3 

80** 

.  22 

40 

2 

64 

18 

49 

6 

73 

18 

91 

1 

110 

7 

14 

1 

22 

3 

22 

25** 

5 

16 

21* 

5 

1 

6** 

211 

867 

41 

1119 

—Quota  1175 

.  21 

45 

66** 

5 

26 

31 

4 

44 

2 

50** 

6 

29 

1 

36** 

.  12 

10 

1 

23 

8 

31 

3 

42** 

27 
47 
53 
98 
80 

28 
34 

1 

19 

82 

69 

36 

17 

17 

28 

79 

1 

36 

47 

63 


32** 

80*3 

68** 

103** 

104** 

32** 

44** 

3* 

24** 

93** 

72*2 

42** 

30** 

18 

28 

99*2 

1 

47* 

54** 

92** 


TOTALS 


236  1047  31  1314** 


FT.  SMITH  DISTRICT— Quota  1933 

Alix  Circuit,  Raymond  Hawkins  . 

Alma,  T.  C.  Chambliss  . 

Bonanza-Denning,  Bennie  G.  Ruth.. 

Booneville,  W.  J.  Spicer  . 

Branch  Ct.,  Uriah  Smith  . 

Charleston,  H.  Lynn  Wade  . 

Clarksville,  Paul  M.  Bumpers  . 

Clarksville  Ct.,  Mrs.  Jack  Palmer.  .. 

FT.  SMITH 

First  Church,  Fred  G.  Roebuck  .... 

Glover  Memorial  . 

Goddard  Memorial,  Alfred  Knox.. 

Grand  Ave.,  C.  B.  Wyatt  . 

Massard,  Earl  Hughes  . 

Midland  Heights,  W.  A.  Downum  .. 

St.  Luke,  Paul  Kelley  . 

St.  Paul,  J.  H.  Hoggard  . 

Greenwood,  Verlia  F.  Harris  . 

Hartford-Midland,  O.  R.  Findley  .... 

Huntington,  M.  L.  Edgington  . 

Kibler-Bethel,  C.  R.  Nance  . 

Lamar,  Lindsey  Rolland  . 

Lavaca-Barling,  J.  E.  Thomas  . 

Magazine  Ct.,  John  W.  Sandage  .... 

Mansfield,  Willis  Harl  . 

Mulberry,  W.  L.  Byers  . 

New  Hope-Mt.  View,  W.  T.  Watson  ... 

Ozark,  Chas.  P.  McDonald,  Jr . 

Paris,  G.  B.  Ames  . . 

VAN  BUREN 

First  Church,  Jesse  L.  Johnson  .... 

City  Heights  . 

St.  John,  Robert  P.  Sessions  . 

Waldron,  First  Church,  Oscar  J. 


6 

8 

14 

3 

49 

52*2 

6 

1 

7 

15 

118 

"4 

137** 

10 

34 

44 

7 

52 

59*2 

23 

79 

"2 

104** 

4 

.... 

4 

25 

170 

5 

200 

3 

5 

8 

13 

94 

4 

111  . 

7 

17 

1 

25** 

2 

21 

23 

24 

31 

55 

4 

10 

"i 

15 

5 

52 

57 

6 

39 

45 

1 

20 

21 

2 

14 

16 

3 

18 

21 

4 

2 

16 

25 

.... 

20 

27** 

1 

15 

16.. 

1 

17 

"2 

20** 

2 

23 

1 

26** 

4 

21 

25 

11 

44 

3 

68** 

12 

93 

1 

106** 

8 

64 

1 

73** 

21** 

43** 

3 

0 

18 

31 

”3 

Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Not 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Evanson 


Black  Oak  . 

BLYTHEVILLE 

First  Church,  H.  Eggensperger 


Blytheville,  Wesley,  Laymon  Bounds 


Brookland  Ct.,  Tom  Cowan  . 


Delfore-Macey,  Benny  J.  Vancleve  .. 


Dyess-Whitten,  W.  W.  Peterson  . 

Harrisburg,  J.  T.  Byrd  . 

Hickory  Ridge-Fisher,  Jack  Glass  .... 


JONESBORO 

First  Church,  Ethan  Dodgen 


Lepanto-Garden  Point,  C.  H.  Farmer 


Marked  Tree,  H.  J.  Couchman 


Nettleton,  Earl  D.  Carter  . 

Osceola,  W.  O.  Scroggin,  Jr . 

St.  John  Circuit,  Willis  LeGrand 


Weona-Center  View.  J.  L.  Weather¬ 
ford  . 


Yarbro-Promised  Land,  Car 


New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

3 

40 

3 

46* 

11 

9 

20 

236 

1252 

31 

1519 

Quota 

1451 

4 

64 

68** 

5 

5 

93 

123 

4 

220** 

15 

10 

25 

3 

8 

11 

11 

24 

35**- 

10 

14 

24 

10 

17 

1 

28** 

6 

9 

15 

8 

28 

i 

37*2 

7 

21 

28** 

16 

57 

73* 

8 

24 

2 

34** 

14 

30 

44** 

24 

91 

10 

125 

7 

66 

73** 

7 

17 

24 

22 

1 

23** 

4 

24 

28** 

13 

25 

38 

7 

29 

2 

38*2 

6 

34 

1 

41*» 

7 

20 

1 

28** 

9 

44 

53** 

3 

66 

2 

71*. 

19 

56 

2 

77*3 

3 

10 

1 

14** 

7 

23 

1 

31* 

98 

92 

1 

191*3 

3 

7 

10 

35 

29 

i 

65** 

20 

23 

43** 

8 

32 

40*2 

1 

13 

14 

1 

10 

11 

2 

22 

l 

25 

511 

1168 

31 

1710** 

TOTALS  .  511  1168 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Quota  1122 

Beech  Grove,  James  Smith  .  7 

Biggers-Knobel,  Kenneth  Renfroe  .... 

Black  Rock-Portia,  D.  Kern  Johnson 

Boydsville,  Gus  Evans  .  5 

Corning,  Byron  McSpadden  . .  11 

Gainsville,  W.  C.  Smith  .  7 

Hardy,  Geo.  L.  McGhehey  .  4 

Hoxie,  H.  L.  Robison  .  9 

Imboden-Smithville,  James  Beal 

Leonard  Ct.,  Lee  Anderson  .  13 

Lcrado  Ct.,j  J.  W.  Holland  .  10 

Mammoth  Spring,  Ray  Burrow  .  4 

Marmaduke,  Harvey’s  Chapel, 

John  Barrett  . 

Maynard,  Alfred  Blair  .  11 

PARAGOULD 

First  Church,  S.  B.  Wilford  .  7 

Griffin  Memorial,  Clyde  Crozier  ....  15 

East  Parish,  Marvin  Thompson  ,... 

West  Parish,  Elvis  Wright  .  11 

Piggott,  Floyd  Villines,  Jr .  12 

Pocahontas,  Edwin  B.  Dodson  -. .  11 

RECTOR 

First  Church,  James  Chandler  .  7 

Fourth  Street,  Y.  D.  Whitehurst  .... 

Rector  Circuit,  Dave  Smitherman 
Sedgwick-Egypt,  John  Richardson  .. 

St.  Francis,  Carl  Strayhorn  .  4 

Stanford-Warren’s  Chapel,  E.  W. 

Bruner  . 

Walnut  Ridge,  Elmo  Thomason  .  7 

TOTALS  . 

Note :  Includes  91  additional  subscriptions  reported  from 
20  Paragould  District  Charges  which  reported  following 
tabulation  of  reports  at  noon,  Saturday,  February  4. 


Antioch-Stony  Point,  Wm.  Stegall 


7 

24 

31** 

14 

32 

46** 

5 

25 

30** 

5 

15 

1 

21 

11 

40 

2 

53** 

7 

4 

1 

12** 

4 

27 

1 

32** 

9 

35 

1 

45** 

15 

36 

1 

52** 

13 

18 

31* 

10 

14 

24 

4 

18 

22* 

8 

29 

37 

11 

22 

2 

35 

7 

79 

3 

89 

15 

41 

2 

58** 

5 

20 

25 

11 

27 

38 

12 

81 

93** 

11 

47 

2 

60** 

7 

54 

61** 

9 

31 

40** 

7 

18 

25 

6 

18 

24*2 

4 

27 

i 

32 

5 

11 

16 

7 

86 

93** 

243 

865 

17 

1125** 

Beebe,  George  Stewart  . 

Belief onte-Bergman,  Alvin  Gibbs 


Damascus-Fairbanks,  Dois  Kennedy 

DeView  Ct.,  Orvil  Stahl  . 

Griffith ville,  Eugene  Shoemaker  .... 


Heber  Springs,  James  E.  Major  .... 
Jacksonville,  N.  Lee  Cate  . 


Leslie, 


Searcy,  First  Ch.,  Alvin  Murray 


Ward  16th  Section  (W)  Silas  Russell 
Ward  16th  Section  (L), 

C.  C.  Van  Zant  . 


4 

17 

2 

23** 

6 

61 

3 

70** 

14 

50 

64** 

13 

40 

"5 

58 

10 

11 

21 

8 

38 

46** 

11 

47 

"i 

59** 

6 

13 

19 

6 

12 

18 

8 

5 

13 

6 

67 

2 

75 

3 

64 

67** 

4 

39 

43 

11 

15 

26** 

2 

25 

27 

3 

18 

"3 

24** 

4 

25 

1 

30** 

10 

57 

2 

69** 

3 

15 

1 

19 

2 

14 

16 

3 

1 

4 

10 

37 

47 

6 

26 

32 

43 

293 

6 

342*3 

13 

1 

14*6 

4 

3 

7 

2 

7 

9*3 

2 

1 

3 

20 

10 

1 

31*4 

237 

1012 

27 

1276** 

ARKANSAS  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 
Report  No.  3 
Re- 

New 

295 


Not 


District  Quota 

Camden  . 1945 

Little  Rock  .  2494  420 

Jonesboro  . 1451  511 

Conway  .  1484  358 

Fort  Smith  . 1933  236 

Pine  Bluff  . 1464  282 

Hope  . 1313  305 

Monticello  . 1041  260 

Arkadelphia  . 1181  343 

Forrest  City  ...1175  236 

Searcy  . 1161  237 

•Paragould  .  1122  243 

Fayetteville  . 1210  211 

Batesville  .  997  286 

TOTAL  . 4201 


%  of 

new.  Due  Total  Quota 
2921  8  3224**  166% 

2171  28  2619**  105% 

1168  31  1710**  118% 

1210  45  1613**  107% 

1252  31  1519  79% 

1157  35  1474**  101% 

1108  28  1441**  110% 

1089  24  1373**  132% 

960  27  1330**  113% 

1047  31  1314**  112% 

1012  27  1276**  110% 

865  17  1125**  100% 

867  41  1119  92% 

743  28  1057**  106% 

17501  401  22103 


Charge  and  Pastor 


Not 

New  Ren.  Due  Total 


Not 


Charge  and  Pastor 


26 

71 

97 

13 

34 

47** 

8 

24 

32** 

6 

9 

1 

16 

1 

13 

14** 

6 

13 

19 

23 

58 

81*2 

10 

22 

32** 

6 

48 

54*2 

3 

32 

1 

36*2 

1 

22 

23*3 

2 

19 

"i 

22** 

10 

10 

4 

49 

i 

54** 

6 

42 

2 

50** 

15 

13 

28** 

3 

8 

11 

17 

i 

18 

ii 

22 

2 

35** 

9 

17 

26 

20 

39 

39 

7 

4 

i 

12** 

8 

..-39 

47** 

3 

6 

.... 

9 

22 

26 

48*2 

9 

24 

33 

20 

47 

67** 

2 

11 

13 

4 

13 

i 

18** 

14 

29 

2 

45*2 

14 

10 

24*3 

20 

37 

57** 

306 

818 

13 

1137** 

*  Note :  Includes  91  additional  subscriptions  reported  from 
20  Paragould  District  charges  which  reported  following 
tabulation  of  reports  at  noon,  Saturday.  February  4. 
Not  included  in  state  total. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Quota  1075 
ALEXANDRIA 

First  Church,  J.  Henry  Bowdon  .... 

Trinitjl',  O.  W.  Spinks  . 

Wesley,  Clyde  T.  Shaw  . 

Ball,  Odell  Simmons  . — 

Bela-Eden,  A.  N.  Baum  . 

Boyce,  W.  L.  Doss,  Jr . . . 

Bunkie,  W.  D.  Boddie  . 

Colfax,  Clark  W.  Bell  . 

Effie,  E.  L.  McKay  . 

Elizabeth,  J.  R.  Strozier  . 

Evergreen,  Carl  Lipe  . — 

Glenmora,  Claud  O.  Hall  . 

Hollins  Chapel,  Ed  Pickens  . 

Jena,  W.  O.  Lynch  . . 

Lecompte-Cheneyville,  C.  H.  Giessen 
Marksville-Simsport,  M.  S.  Robert¬ 
son  . . . 

Mgrthaville,  A.  E.  Wingfield  . 

Melder,  Henry  O.  Pinckard  . ..... 

Montgomery,  W.  T.  Hall  . 

Mt.  Zion,  W.  R.  Akin  . ... 

Natchitoches,  First  Church, 

B.  A.  Galloway  . 

Faith  Church,  J.  W.  Lee  . 

Oakdale,  S.  S.  Holladay  . 

Oak  Grove,  D.  R.  Deen  . 

Olla,  J.  A.  Jones  . 

Palestine,  R.  E.  Carter  . 

Pineville,  P.  M.  Caraway  . 

Pollock,  John  Sayes  . 

Urania,  John  F.  Kellogg  . 

Whites  Chapel,  H.  D.  Fisher  . 

Weaver-Provencal,  Robt.  Townsend 

Winnfield,  Luther  L.  Booth  . 

TOTALS  . 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Quota  2076 

Amite,  James  E.  Christie  .  8 

Angie-Varnado,  S.  J.  McClean  .  4 

Baker,  Marvin  H.  Corley  .  3 

BATON  ROUGE 
First  Church,  D.  Dawson,  Jr.. 

Broadmoor,  J.  P.  Woodland  .  15 

Istrouma,  A.  Jerome  Cain  .  23 

North,  James  L.  Stovall  . .  8 

Reily  Memorial,  Wm.  E.  Trice  ....  13 

Winbourne,  A.  A.  Collins  .  13 

Bethel,  Van  Carter  .  4 

Blackwater,  A.  G.  Taylor  .  6 

Bluff  Creek,  J.  N.  Lambert  .  5 

Bogalousa,  E.  Sullivan  Mem., 

W.  H.  Giles  . 

Carpenters  Chapel,  T.  H.  Milby  -  2 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  George  W. 

Harkins  . ;.  7 

Deerford,  George  M.  Horne  . ... .  14 

Denham  Springs,  Fred  Schwendi- 

mann  . -  47 

Fisher,  E.  W.  Corley  .  3 

Franklinton,  J.  H.  Sewell  .  4 

Gonzales  Ct.,  Brady  B.  Forman  ....  6 

Greenburg,  E.  A.  Keasler  .  14 

Hammond,  E.  R.  Thomas  .  15 

Jackson,  J.  B.  Shearer  .  4 

Kentwood,  G.  C.  Dean,  Jr . 

Livingston  Ct.,  G.  H.  Corry  .  14 

Live  Oak,  J.  H.  Bowdon,  Jr .  2 

Lottie-Rosedale,  L.  W.  Taylor  . :.  4 

Magnolia,  C.  J.  T.  Cotten  .  20 

New  Roads,  T.  D.  Lipscomb  . 

Pine  Grove,  O.  L.  Golson  .  4 

Placjuemine-Grand  River,  C.  R. 

McCammon  .  6 

Ponchatoula,  Wilson  Watson  .  9 

Port  Allen,  Lonnie  Sibley  .  5 

Springfield,  A.  D.  George  .  1 

St.  Francisville,  Oakley  Edwards  ....  9 

St.  Helena,  Calvin  Lapuyade  . 

Slaughter,  W.  H.  Porter,  Jr . 

Tangipahoa,  A.  L.  Carruth  . 

Tickfaw,  Paul  Carroll  .  7 

Walker,  P.  W.  Sibley  .  19 

Wesley  Chapel,  J.  M.  Wilkes  .  9 

Zachary,  J.  W.  Ailor  .  2 

TOTALS  .  385 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Quota  1037 

Abbeville,  E.  P.  Drake  . 

Berwick-Patterson,  A.  W.  Coody 

Church  Point,  Dan  Tholene  . 

Crowley,  First  Ch.,  Louis  Hoffpauir  36 
Iota-Maxie-Wesley,  Raymond 

Pierson  . 

Donaldsonville,  G.  A.  LaGrange 

Ebenezer,  Travis  L.  Campbell  .  7 

Franklin,  Edward  R.  Haug  . 

Golden  Meadow,  R.  H.  Harper  .  8 

Houma  Heights,  Rex  Squyers  .  13 

Indian  Bayou,  M.  L.  Davis  .  17 

Jeanerette,  A.  M.  Martin  . 

Krotz  Springs,  J.  C.  Zerrangue 
,  Lafayette,  Asbury,  Howard  Hudson..  12 

Davidson,  D.  B.  Boddie  .  4 

First  Church,  Fred  S.  Flurry 

Lockport,  Robert  Collie  .  1 

Melville,  A.  D.  St.  Amant  .  4 

Morgan  City,  R.  W.  Bengtson  .  5 

New  Iberia,  W.  R.  Wendt  . 

Opelousas,  R.  E.  Walton  .  17 

Rayne,  D.  T.  Williams  .  5 

Thibodaux,  R.  R.  Miller  .  5 

TOTALS  . . . 


Bell  City,  Fred  Shirley  .  1 

Cameron,  V.  M.  Culpepper  . 

DeQuincy,  A.  A.  McKnight  . 

DeRidder,  First  Church,  George 

Pearce,  Jr . 

Wesley,  Alvin  P.  Smith  .  1 

Elton,  F.  C.  Collins  .  2 

Eunice,  Ned  L.  Stout  .  18 

Gueydan,  S.  A.  Seegers  .  3 

Hackberry  .  7 

Hornbeck,  Byron  F.  Roberts  .  14 

Iowa,  W.  F.  Howell  .  17 

Jennings,  Robert  B.  Crichlow  .  12 

Kinder,  Raymond  Crofoot  .  10 

Lake  Arthur,  Jack  Winegeart  .  9 

LAKE  CHARLES 

Fairview,  Martin  Hebert  .  6 

First  Church,  Carl  F.  Lueg  .  11 

Northside,  Taylor  Wall  .  11 

Oak  Park,  R.  L.  Peyton  .  7 

Simpson,  C.  W.  Quaid  . 


8 

23 

31 

4 

11 

15 

3 

16 

19 

30 

75 

105 

15 

4 

"i 

20** 

23 

30 

2 

55 

8 

19 

.... 

27 

13 

36 

«... 

49 

13 

6 

19 

4 

16 

20** 

6 

29 

35 

5 

1 

6 

10 

47 

1 

58 

2 

4 

6 

7 

23 

30 

14 

14 

28*2 

47 

27 

11 

85** 

3 

8 

1 

12 

4 

43 

47** 

6 

16 

22 

14 

14 

28** 

15 

61 

"i 

77** 

4 

31 

35 

5 

18 

23 

14 

14 

28* 

2 

6 

8 

4 

34 

i 

39** 

20 

5 

.... 

25*2 

3 

3 

"4 

29 

"i 

34* 

6 

43 

49*2 

9 

61 

-70** 

5 

8 

13*3 

1 

19 

20 

9 

16 

25* 

(t  , 

9 

9 

4 

6 

10 

7 

44 

51** 

7 

13 

’i 

21 

19 

5 

24 

9 

31 

"3 

43** 

2 

19 

21 

385 

937 

23 

1345 

35 

125 

160*2 

17 

64 

81*2 

9 

11 

20*  • 

36 

32 

5 

73 

30 

19 

49** 

20 

10 

39*3 

7 

16 

23* 

24 

41 

1 

66 

8 

23 

31** 

13 

57 

70*2 

17 

57 

2 

76*2 

3 

9 

12 

1 

10 

11*2 

12 

4 

16*2 

4 

14 

18 

50 

108 

158** 

1 

4 

.... 

5** 

4 

23 

27 

5 

7 

12 

29 

38 

2 

69 

17 

32 

2 

51 

5 

28 

33* 

5 

17 

22*  « 

352 

749 

12 

1113** 

— Quota  1176 

1 

3 

4 

10 

23 

33** 

10 

49 

i 

60** 

12 

39 

1 

52 

1 

9 

10*» 

2 

13 

.... 

15** 

16 

36 

52** 

3 

22 

25* 

7 

2 

9*2 

14 

60 

74*2 

,  17 

21 

38*  • 

.  12 

50 

i 

63** 

.  10 

15 

25** 

9 

14 

23** 

6 

9 

15*3 

.  11 

91 

102 

.  11 

1 

12*2 

7 

5 

12 

.  20 

12 

i 

33* 

Merry  ville,  C.  J.  Thibodeaux  . 

Raymond,  Clarence  B.  Krumnow 


New 

Ren. 

Due  Total 

19 

31 

50 

24 

23 

47** 

1 

40 

41 

21 

19 

40 

1 

13 

14 

4 

8 

12 

41 

17 

58 

4 

15 

19 

59 

54 

....  113*3 

341 

682 

13  1036 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Quota  1556 
Bastrop-Beekman,  R.  H.  Staples 


Epps-Floyd,  J.  B  McCann 


Gilbert-Beouf  Prairie,  J.  W.  Boyd, 

Sr . 

Grayson-Kelley-Shilo,  Norman 

Simmons  . . 


MONROE 

First  Church,  G.  W.  Pomeroy 


39 

109 

1 

140 

7 

28 

2 

37** 

10 

28 

38** 

17 

69 

86*2 

10 

35 

45*3 

8 

48 

56*2 

1 

21 

22*3 

4 

37 

41** 

16 

57 

73*2 

3 

55 

58*2 

9 

9 

18*2 

14 

19 

33** 

12 

7 

1 

20*2 

17 

46 

63** 

15 

32 

47*3 

3 

37 

i 

41*2 

51 

152 

3 

206** 

11 

35 

46** 

6 

134 

140** 

6 

11 

17 

4 

30 

2 

36** 

1 

38 

39 

7 

15 

22* 

12 

44 

56** 

1 

28 

29** 

3 

23 

26** 

9 

29 

38** 

Tallulah,  Wm.  F.  Mayo  .  10  21 

Vidalia,  H.  R.  Hine  .  Jjj 

Waterproof,  John  G.  Gieck  .  11  19 

WEST  MONROE 

First  Church,  W.  D.  Milton  .  16  97 

Brownsville,  B.  P.  Durbin  .  3  26 

Claiborne,  F.  L.  Hearne  .  6  19 

McGuire,  I.  A.  Love  .  7  22 

Winnsboro,  W.  H.  Bengtson  .  6  49 

Wisner,  J.  A.  Knight  .  4  15 

TOTALS  .  350  1459 


10 


31 

15** 

30** 

113 

29** 

25 

29* 

55** 

19 

1819** 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Quota  1463 


Lacombe-Manderville,  H.  D.  Miller 

Lutcher-Reserve,  C.  E.  Snover  . 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Aldersgate,  W.  B.  Hollingsworth  .. 


Carrollton  Avenue,  Luman  E. 

Douglas  . i . 

Eighth  St.,  C.  H.  Snelling,  Jr . 

Elysian  Fields,  Glenden  R.  Messer 


John  Wesley,  J.  C.  Rousseaux  .... 
Lake  Vista,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 
Luling-St.  John,  C.  W.  Bennett  .... 


St.  James-St.  Paul,  R.  H. 
Jamieson  . 


Pearl  River,  Frank  Lankford  . 

Pointe-a-la-Hache,  Fred  Campbell 


TOTALS 


19 

19 

38** 

9 

37 

46* 

7 

7 

5 

5 

14 

14* 

"2 

7 

9 

15 

27 

42 

25 

42 

1 

68 

4 

4 

9 

11 

20 

4 

6 

10 

22 

44 

66 

59 

45 

"i 

105** 

10 

20 

30 

5 

17 

22 

21 

21 

42** 

3 

13 

"i 

17** 

2 

13 

15 

26 

26*  • 

22 

38 

60 

12 

18 

30 

17 

20 

37** 

26 

76 

.... 

102 

7 

15 

22 

6 

.15 

21 

4 

8 

12 

2 

25 

27 

2 

16 

18 

10 

10 

20** 

3 

11 

i 

15** 

4 

35 

39 

346 

639 

4 

989 

RUSTON  DISTRICT— Quota  1446 


Athens,  L.  M.  Sawyer  . 

Bethlehem-Wesley,  Terrell  T.  Lowe.. 


Bienville,  K.  K  Carithers  . 

Calhoun-Indian  Village,  Abe  Conerly 
Chatham,  J.  T.  Garrett  . 


Cotton  Valley,  Jack  Shaw  . 

Doyline-Mclntyre,  Byrl  Moreland  .... 

Downsville,  I.  A.  Patton  . 

Doyline-Mclntyre,  Byrl  Moreland  .... 
Dubach-Harmony,  Henry  Blount  .... 
Eros-Antioch,  Leon  Marsalis  . 


Heflin-Brushwood,  E.  W.  Sandel 

Hodge,  O'.  A.  Morgan  .  1 

Homer-,  Donald  Risinger  .: . . 

Jonesboro,  G.  W.  Dameron  . 

Lisbon-Arizona,  S.  P.  Emanuel  .. 


Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley,  G.  L. 

Cagle  . 

Quitman-Center  Point,  Troy  Garrett 


Rocky  Mt.-Grand  Bayou,  Eddie 

Morgan  . 

Ruston-Grace  Ch.,  Henry  Blount  .... 
Trinity,  Jolly  B.  Harper  . 


Salem-Hilly,  B.  L.  Terry  . 

Simsboro-Antioch,  Byron  L.  Roberts 


8 

63 

71** 

13 

21  . 

34** 

3 

8 

11* 

9 

30 

39*2 

2 

4 

6 

13 

18 

4 

35** 

9 

22 

31** 

3 

23 

26*2 

13 

15 

28** 

8 

27 

35** 

4 

38 

.... 

42** 

4 

28 

32** 

3 

31 

34** 

6 

20 

26** 

3 

30 

33** 

19 

41 

60** 

5 

12 

17** 

2 

21 

"i 

24** 

7 

74 

81*2 

21 

104 

125** 

2 

20 

22 

1 

15 

16* 

23 

52 

75 

10 

53 

"i 

64** 

2 

32 

34** 

7 

53 

60*2 

22 

106 

"3 

131** 

1 

21 

22 

9 

28 

37** 

5 

35 

40*2 

8 

41 
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WHEN  GRANDMA  CAME  TO  VISIT 


By  Rita 

'*  A  LL  set  for  bed,  Peter?” 

f\  Grandma  asked  from  the 

/  doorway  of  her  grandson’s 
room. 

“Yes,  Gram,”  Peter  answered. 

“Pleasant  dreams,  then,  dear.” 

Peter  wished  Grandma  would 
come  in  and  tell  him  a  story,  then 
listen  to  his  prayers  and  tuck  him 
in.  That  was  the  way  she  had  been 
saying  good-night  to  his  sisters,  Ellie 
and  Cathy,  since  Mother  and  Dad 
had  been  away. 

Of  couse,  he  could  not  ask  Grand¬ 
ma.  She  might  not  want  to — just 
like  she  never  wanted  to  be  near  his 
dog.  Topper.  Said  she  did  not  un¬ 
destand  dogs,  whatever  that  meant. 
Way  down  inside  Peter  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  wonder  if  Grandma  really 
understood  boys. 

He  wondered  even  more  the  next 
day  as  he  stood  watching  her  guide 
cloth  under  the  sewing-machine 
needle. 

“Are  you  going  to  make  some¬ 
thing  for  me,  too,  Grandma?”  he 
asked,  thinking  of  the  blouse  she  had 
made  for  Ellie  and  now  this  dress 
for  Cathy. 

“Why,  Peter,  I’d  love  to.  But  I 
never  raised  any  boys,  so  I  never 
learned  to  sew  for  them.  I — I  could 
buy  you  something  new  at  the 
store.” 

“No,  don’t  bother,”  he  mumbled, 
as  he  picked  up  a  piece  of  cloth. 

“Dear,  don’t  you  think  you  should 
wash  your  hands  if  you’re  going  to 
touch  anything  here?” 

“I  guess  so.  Grandma,”  Peter  sigh¬ 
ed. 

My  hands  certainly  seemed  to 
bother  her,  Peter  thought  as  he 
walked  into  the  bathroom.  That  was 
the  third  time  today  she  had  men¬ 
tioned  them.  And  she  kept  saying 
that  his  hair  was  harder  to  comb 
than  a  billy  goat’s.  She  never  said 
anything  like  that  to  his  sisters. 

He  stretched  up  on  his  toes  to  look 
into  the  mirror.  He  probably  should 
be  more  careful  with  his  appear¬ 
ance. 

Might  as  well  start  right  now,  he 
thought  as  he  brushed  his  teeth.  He 
scrubbed  his  hands  and  face  until 
they  were  almost  sore.  He  combed 
his  hair  and  put  a  lot  of  that  oily 
stuff  of  Dad’s  on  it.  By  the  time  he 
went  downstairs  for  supper,  he  knew 
he  had  never  been  shinier. 

As  Grandma  sat  down  beside  him 
at  the  table,  she  asked,  “Peter,  what- 


M.  Fuerst 

ever  do  you  have  on  that  smells 
so?  Why,  it’s  your  father’s  hair  tonic! 
Really,  dear,  do  you  think  you 
should  get  into  Daddy’s  things  while 
he  is  away?” 

“I — I  guess  not,”  he  managed  to 
say  over  the  big  lump  in  his  throat. 

Next  morning,  even  before  Grand¬ 
ma  was  awake,  Peter  was  dressed 
and  sipping  milk  in  the  kitchen.  Not 
that  he  was  hungry.  He  even  felt 
kind  of  sickish — like  that  time  Top¬ 
per  ran  away.  Could  it  be  that 
Grandma  did  not  love  him? 

Angrily  he  set  down  his  glass. 
It  wasn’t  his  fault  he  was  a  boy.  He’d 
show  her  boys  were  worth  as  much 
as  girls. 

He  would  fix  breakfast.  If  he  could 
do  it  on  scout  trips,  why  not  at 
home? 

Now,  let’s  see.  He  would  make 
waffles.  And  he  would  use  that  new 
waffle  iron  Mother  got  for  her  birth¬ 
day. 

Before  long,  he  had  everything 
measured  into  a  bowl.  He  felt  ex¬ 
cited  as  be  watched  the  mixture  turn 
into  a  foamy  batter  under  the  whirl¬ 
ing  beater. 

Petter  took  the  shiny  new  waffle 
iron  out  of  its  box  and  plugged  it 
in.  While  it  was  heating,  he  set  the 
table,  opened  the  syrup  bottle,  and 
was  just  pouring  the  first  waffle 
when  Grandma  came  into  the  kitch¬ 
en. 

“Morning,  Grandma,”  he  said 
rather  cheerfully.  “Just  thought  I’d 
help  out  with  breakfast  this  morn¬ 
ing.” 

“Why,  Peter.  How — how  nice.”  He 
was  not  sure  she  meant  it,  but  just 
wait  until  she  tasted  these  waffles. 

“Oh,  what  smells  so  good?”  Cathy 
asked  as  she  came  into  the  kitchen. 
“I’m  starved,”  said  Ellie.  “Don’t  tell 
me  we  are  having  waffles?” 

“Yes,  girls.  And  Peter  is  cook  this 
morning,”  he  heard  Grandma  say, 
almost  proudly.  “We’re  almost  ready, 
aren’t  we,  Peter?” 

“Yes,  Grandma.  The  light’s  gone 
out.  That’s  how  you  tell  they’re 
done.” 

Carefully  he  grasped  the  handle 
of  the  waffle  iron  and  lifted.  But 
the  lid  did  not  move.  He  tightened 
his  grip  and  pulled.  This  time  the 
lid  flew  open.  But  instead  of  the 
golden  crust  he  expected,  he  saw 
only  the  inside  of  the  waffle.  It  had 
split  right  in  half. 


“Something  wrong,  Peter?”  asked 
Grandma. 

For  a  moment,  he  could  say  noth¬ 
ing.  Then  he  slammed  down  the 
lid  of  the  waffle  iron. 

“It’s  all  your  fault,  Grandma,”  he 
screamed.  “You  don’t  like  me.”  Hot 
tears  blurred  his  eyes  as  he  rushed 
out  the  back  door. 

“Peter,  dear,  wait.”  But  he  was 
running  too  fast  now  to  hear  what 
Grandma  was  calling  to  him.  Blind¬ 
ly,  he  ran  behind  the  garage  where 
Topper  was  tied,  and  threw  his  arms 
around  the  dog. 

His  face  was  still  buried  in  Top¬ 
per’s  furry  neck  when  a  hand  gently 
touched  his  shoulder.  It  was  Grand¬ 
ma. 

“Peter,”  he  heard  her  say,  though 
he  did  not  look  up.  “I  guess  I  never 
told  you  about  the  first  time  I  used 
my  new  waffle  iron.  Just  like  you, 
I  didn’t  know  that  a  new  iron  has 
to  be  greased  before  it  works  right. 
Only  my  first  waffle  smoked  up  the 
whole  house.” 

Peter  raised  his  head  enough  to 
wipe  a  fist  across  his  wet  eyes.  To 
his  surprise,  Grandma  was  kneeling 
right  on  the  grass  beside  him,  one 
arm  now  tightly  around  his  shoulder 
and  her  other  hand  gently  patting 
Topper’s  head. 

“Peter,”  Grandma  said,  “would 
you  like  to  bring  Topper  in  for 
breakfast?  I  think  it’s  time  I  start 
learning  about  dogs.” 

Peter  sniffed  loudly  and  laid  his 
hand  on  the  dog’s  neck.  “Topper’d 
rather  be  petted  here,”  he  said 
hoarsely. 

“Now,  that’s  just  what  I  mean, 
Peter.  You  can  teach  me  so  much. 
I  know  you  can  do  it,  too,  because 
you  have  already  taught  me  that 
boys  are  really  not  very  different 
from  girls.” 

Peter  pressed  his  face  against 
Topper’s  shaggy  head.  But  this  time 
he  was  not  crying. 

“Come,  dear,  shall  we  take  Topper 
into  the  house?” 

It  hardly  seemed  real  to  Peter  as 
he  watched  Grandma  pick  up  Top¬ 
per  in  her  arms.  “You  know,  Gram, 
I  think  you  really  liked  Topper  all 
the  time.” 

“Yes,  Peter,  I’m  sure  I  did.” 

— Presbyterian  Life 


And  then  there  was  the  music 
student  who  said  he  would  play  a 
composition  by  Paganini.  When 
questioned  by  the  teacher,  the  pu¬ 
pil  pointed  to  the  top  of  the  page 
of  music.  The  teacher  looked  —  it 
said  “Page  Nine.”— Bona  Venture 


THE  ZOO 

Mary  and  Thomas  and  little  Lou 
Went  one  day  to  visit  the  zoo. 
Lions  and  tigers,  they  saw  and  bears, 
Antelopes,  ostriches,  Belgian  hares, 
Camels  and  foxes  and  snakes  and 
birds, 

Reindeer  and  chamois  and  deer  in 
herds. 

Walruses,  prairie  dogs,  seals  and 
beagles, 

Zebras,  elephants,  wildcats,  eagles. 

The  lions  roared  and  the  gay  wolves 
howled; 

The  monkeys  chattered,  the  black 
bears  growled; 

The  nightingale  sang,  and  the  par¬ 
rots  talked; 

The  ducks  and  herons  quacked  and 
squawked; 

There  was  grunting  and  squealing 
and  laughing  and  cooing. 
Shrieking  and  barking  and  puffing 
and  mooing. 

“They  make  as  much  noise  as  a 
crowd  of  boys! 

“I  like  a  canary,” 

Said  little  Mary. 

There  were  hides  and  skins  and  furs 
and  feathers, 

To  wear  in  different  climates  and 
weathers. 

There  were  snouts  and  tusks  and 
beaks  and  trunks, 

For  gathering  food  in  strips  and 
chunks; 

Webb-feet  and  claws  and  hoofs  and 
tails. 

Long  hair  and  short  hair,  stripes 
and  scales. 

Homs  and  antlers  and  tusks  and 
teeth, 

Wings  above  and  fins  beneath. 
“Whatever  each  animal  needs  to  do 
He  is  made  to  fit” 

Cried  little  Lou. 

Ethel  C.  Brown, 

in  The  Youth’s  Companion 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


At  a  prayer  meeting  shortly  af¬ 
ter  the  minister  and  his  wife  had 
returned  from  a  long  trip,  an  elder 
offered  up  thanks  for  their  safe 
return — but  put  his  foot  in  it. 

“Oh,  Lord,”  he  said,  “we  thank 
Thee  for  bringing  our  pastor  safe¬ 
ly  home,  and  his  dear  wife,  too, 
dear  Lord,  for  Thou  preserveth  man 
and  beast.” — Watchman-Examiner. 


AND  GOD  COMMANDED  ADAM  TO  EAT 
OF  EYBR.V  TREE  EXCEPT  THE  TREE 
OF  KNOWLEDGE  OF  GOOD  (AND  EVIL. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  • 

-  A  R  K  AN  S  AS-LO  U  !  8  I  A  N  A  AREA 


World  Day  Of  Prayer,  February  17,  1956 


Mrs.  W.  W.  Draper,  Forrest  City,  watches  as  Governor  Orval  Faubus, 
of  Arkansas,  signs  the  Proclamation  of  February  17,  1956  as  World  Day 
of  Prayer  in  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Draper  is  World  Day  of  Prayer  Chairman  for 
United  Chuch  Women  of  Arkansas,  and  was  formerly  Chairman  of  World 
Missions  Committee  for  the  state.  There  were  165  Arkansas  towns  which 
observed  World  Day  of  Prayer  in  1955. 


State  of  Arkansas 

Executive  Department 


PROCLAMATION 

TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME— GREETINGS : 

WHEREAS,  it  is  the  conviction  of  tfye  United  Church  Women  of  Arkansas,  in 
fellowship  with  all  those  who  seek  the  divine  guidance  of  our  Creator, 
that  the  many  problems  confronting  us  today  can  be  solved  only 
with  the  help  of  Almighty  God;  and 

WHEREAS,  World  Day  of  Prayer  has  been  designated  on  an  international,  inter¬ 
denominational,  interracial  basis  to  join  the  people  of  the  world 
together  in  furtherance  of,  the  doctrine,  “The  Lord  Is  Thy  Keeper,” 
and 

WHEREAS,  in  order  that  the  Church  may  fulfill  the  important  role  of  exerting 
practical  witness  to  the  fact  of  God’s  purpose  in  human  affairs,  there¬ 
by  advancing  the  international  cause  of  peace  on  earth,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  we  he  ever  mindful  of  the  vast  power  of  prayer  in  further¬ 
ing  his  word  and  his  work  and  in  combating  the  forces  of  evil  that 
surround  us. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  Orval  E.  Faubus,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
do  hereby  proclaim  Friday,  February  17,  1956,  as 

“WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER" 

-  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  call  upon  the  people  of  our  state  to 
observe  this  day  an  individual  invitation  to  attend  a  specific  World 
Day  of  Prayer  meeting;  and  if  the  duties  of  some  are  such  as  to 
make  this  impossible,  I  urge  the  people  to  pause  in  their  work  for 
I  one  minute  of  prayer  at  High  Noon  to  ask  that  God  give  us  light 

to  guide  us;  courage  to  support  us,  and  love  to  reunite  us. 

(Seal) 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Ark¬ 
ansas  to  be  affixed.  Done  in  offiae 
in  the  City  of  Little  Rock,  this  23rd 
day  of  January,  1956. 


Secretary  of  State 
C.  G.  Hall, 


(Signed)  Orval  E.  Faubus 
Governor. 


Jurisdiction  Society  To  Meet  In  Shreveport 


The  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  will  be  held  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  Louisiana, 
on  February  28,  29,  and  March  1. 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Horton,  Jr.,  Houston, 
president  of  the  Jurisdiction,  will 
preside  at  the  meeting  which  will 
include  reports,  addresses  and  in¬ 
formation  centered  around  the 
theme,  “That  the  World  May 
Know.”  Further  details  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  next  week’s  paper.  This 
area  is  fortunate  in  having  the  juris¬ 
diction  meeting  within  its  bounds, 
and  visitors  will  be  welcome  to  all 
sessions. 

Delegates  from  the  three  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  area  are:  LOUISIANA; 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans;  Mrs. 
Lee  Tidwell,  Shreveport;  Mrs.  J.  H. 
McSween,  Alexandria;  Mrs.  Elmer 
E.  Stewart,  Shreveport;  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Paxton,  Lake  Charles;  and  Mrs. 
Robley  Davis,  Gilliam. 

LITTLE  ROCK:  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hen¬ 
derson,  Little  Rock;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole, 
Magnolia;  Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Martel, 
Magnolia;  Mrs.  George  Meyer,  Little 
Rock;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  El  Dorado; 


ZONE  IV,  MONROE 
DISTRICT  MEETS 

A  new  year  with  new  zeal  was 
manifest  in  the  Zone  IV  meeting  held 
in  Epps,  January  26,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Mrs.  Wayne  Baker  of 
Lake  Providence.  Mrs.  C.  R.  Brown, 
the  zone  leader,  was  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  as  she  was  ill  with  pneumonia 
but  had  planned  the  day’s  program 
in  detail  and  it  was  carried  out  to 
the  letter  as  planned. 

During  the  registration  hour  the 
Epps  members  served  hot  coffee  and 
doughnuts. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Cathey,  Bastrop,  district 
secretary  of  spiritual  life  presenting 
the  meditation,  chose  Matt.  5:16, 
“Let  Your  Light  So  Shine  Before 
Men”,  and  itemized  the  purposes  of 
light,  placing  valuation  on  the  light 
of  the  spirit.  Mrs.  J.  P.  Davis,  Lake 
Providence,  offered  the  opening 
prayer,  and  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Holt,  Lake 
Providence,  was  pianist  for  the  day’s 
music. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Smith  of  Epps  extended 
the  welcome  with  Mrs.  C.  W.  Ken¬ 
nedy  of  Tallulah  giving  the  re¬ 
sponse. 

Mrs.  Wayne  Baker,  president  of 
Lake  Providence,  gave  highlights  of 
this  year’s  program,  “That  the 
Kingdom  of  God  May  Be  Realized”. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Harris,  Monroe,  state 
and  district  secretary  of  Missionary 
personnel,  was  the  inspirational 
speaker  and  challenged  each  present 
with  “Our  Mission,”  part  of  which 
was  to  interest  the  young  people  in 
a  Christian  life  and  work  in  the 
mission  field.  After  members  of  the 
Floyd  society  had  presented  a  play¬ 
let,  “Light  of  the  World”,  all  present 
grouped  around  the  altar  as  Mrs. 
Harris  concluded  the  day’s  most  in¬ 
teresting  program  with  a  solo, 
“Jesus,  I  Have  Promised.” 

There  were  76  present  from  so¬ 
cieties  in  Delhi,  Epps,  Forest,  Lake 
Providence,  Oak  Grove  and  Tallu¬ 
lah,  and  Delhi  invited  the  members 
to  meet  with  them  on  Thursday, 
March  29  for  the  next  zone  meeting. 


MRS.  W.  E.  HORTON,  JR. 


and  Mrs.  Curtis  Williams,  DeWitt. 

NORTH  ARKANSAS:  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Kaetzell,  Searcy;  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown, 
Hughes;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Vogel,  West 
Memphis;  Miss  Mildred  Osment, 
Jonesboro;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Pearce, 
Wynne;  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Andrew, 
Bentonville. 

Jurisdiction  Officers  living  in  this 
area  are:  Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley,  Rus¬ 
sellville,  literature  and  publications; 
Miss  Gertie  Stiles,  Ft.  Smith,  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild;  Mrs.  W.  Neill 
Hart,  Camden,  children’s  work;  Mrs. 
Earl  D.  Cotton,  Little  Rock,  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations  and  Local 
Church  Activities;  Mrs.  Glenn  E. 
Laskey,  Ruston,  recording  secretary; 
and  Mrs.  Sam  B.  Dunbar,  New 
Orleans,  supply  work.  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Dameron,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana,  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 


WRIGHT’S  CHAPEL 
SOCIETY  ORGANIZED 

A  group  of  women  from  Wrights 
Chapel  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  B. 
O.  Blake,  route  one,  Piggott,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  27th,  for  the  purpose  of  or¬ 
ganizing  a  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service.  Mrs.  Mabel  Pope, 
President  of  Paragould  District, 
presided.  The  modified  program  will 
be  used.  The  following  officers  were 
elected: 

President — Mrs.  B.  O.  Blake 
Vice  President — Mrs.  Elmer  Stewart 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  —  Mrs. 
James  English 

Secretary  of  Missionary  Education 
and  Service — Mrs.  Carl  Strayhorn 
Secretary  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Local  Church  Activities 
— Mrs.  Alvin  Perry 
Secretary  of  Supplies  —  Mrs.  Earl 
Glover 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Twenty-one  members  were  pres¬ 
ent  for  the  January  meeting  of  the 
Danville  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
held  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Grace.  Mrs.  James  Pantier  was  co¬ 
hostess.  Mrs.  R.  C.  Keathley,  pro¬ 
gram  leader,  was  assisted  by  Mrs. 
John  Ed  Chambers,  Mrs.  Glenn  Far¬ 
row,  Mrs.  Fred  Burns  and  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Landers. 

During  the  business  session  mem¬ 
bers  pledged  a  savings  fund  to  the 
Building  Fund  for  new  educational 
building. — Reporter 
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MISS  GWEN  JOHN  of  Monroe  is  attending  the 
Regional  Christian  Witness  Mission  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.,  February  10-14. 

T.  F.  WILSON  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  youth 
rally  of  the  young  people  of  the  city  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Monroe  on  Sunday 
evening,  February  5. 

THE  MARTIN  LUTHER  FILM  will  be  shown 
at  the  Doyline  Methodist  Church  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  February  12.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland, 
Jr.,  is  pastor. 

THE  DATE  for  the  completion  of  the  Gretna 
Methodist  Church  has  been  set  for  March  18, 
according  to  a  recent  announcement.  Rev.  A. 
B.  Cavanaugh  is  the  pastor. 

A  CAREER  CLINIC  for  the  young  people  of 
the  Monroe  District  will  be  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  on  Friday  evening, 
February  10,  at  7:00  p.m. 

ELMER  D.  JOHNSON  spoke  to  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette, 
on  Thursday,  January  19,  on  “The  Life  of  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury.”  M.  A.  Reber  is  president  of 
the  club. 

DR.  ROBERT  CHASMAN  of  Shreveport  was 
the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe  on  Friday  evening,  January  27,  on  “The 
Real  Values  in  Life.”  Rev.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  M.  ALLEN,  pastor  of  the  Curtis  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  spoke  at  a 
recent  Sunday  morning  service  on  “The  Divine 
Election.”  A  special  section  was  reserved  for 
candidates  for  state  and  parish  offices  and  their 
families. 

MONEY  which  has  been  contributed  in  memory 
of  former  members  is  being  used  by  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Welsh  to  purchase 
shrubs  for  landscaping  the  grounds  around  the 
church  and  the  new  parsonage.  The  men  of  the 
church  are  doing  the  work. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  will  be  the  principal  speaker  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Northwest  Louisiana 
Clearing  House  Association.  Dr.  Mickle  will  dis¬ 
cuss  what  institutions  of  higher  learning  will 
mean  to  commerce  and  industry  in  the  future. 

THE  CONCORDIA  CHOIR  of  Concordia  Col¬ 
lege,  Moorhead,  Minn.,  will  give  a  concert 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge 
on  Wednesday  evening,  February  15,  at  8:00  p.m. 
Paul  Christiansen,  son  of  F.  Melius  Christiansen 
for  many  years  director  of  the  St.  Olaf  Choir,  is 
the  director. 

REV.  C.  H.  SNELLING,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
Eighth  Street  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  was  the  speaker  at  the  services  of  the 
Vieux  Carre  Vespers-Interdenominational  at  the 
Presbytere.  Bernard  Fleshier,  violinist  of  the 
New  Orleans  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  was  the 
soloist. 

ARON  KOHN,  executive  director  of  the 
Metropolitan  Crime  Commission  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Inc.,  was  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  St. 
Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Thursday  evening,  January  26.  He  discussed  the 
role  of  the  church  in  combatting  organized 
crime  and  vice. 

MRS.  MINZA  RABUN  is  in  charge  of  a  study 
on  missions  which  is  being  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Bastrop,  on  four  Sunday  eve¬ 
nings.  The  first  session  was  held  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  February  5,  at  the  Adult  Fellowship  hour. 
The  study  is  sponsored  by  the  Young  Adult  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class. 

EV.  HOWARD  L.  HUDSON,  pastor  of  Asbury 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  spoke  to  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  in  New  Iberia  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  January  26.  J.  Y.  Foreman,  chairman  of 
Asbury’s  building  committee,  was  a  guest.  Guy¬ 
ton  Watkins  is  president  of  the  club.  Rev.  W.  R. 
Wendt  is  pastor  of  the  New  Iberia  Church. 


A  LAYMEN’S  DAY  service  was  held  in  the 
Grace  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  January  29,  with  Professor  Hal  Barker  of 
Louisiana  Tech  as  speaker.  Mr.  Barker  spoke  on 
“An  Oyster  or  an  Eagle?”  Other  laymen  of  the 
church  participating  were:  Jim  Hinton,  Robert 
Wynn,  Thomp  Raley,  Claude  Ash  and  Bill  Aber¬ 
nathy. 

THE  PARSONAGE  of  the  St.  Mark’s  Methodist 
Church  New  Orleans,  was  dedicated  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  January  29,  by  the  district  sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District,  Dr.  Vir¬ 
gil  D.  Morris.  Purchase  of  the  home  for  the  pas-r 
tor,  represents  the  culmination  of  a  project  in¬ 
augurated  by  the  congregation  in  1953  when  the 
Rev.  T.  O.  Carlstrom  became  the  church’s  first 
full-time  pastor. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  has  been  appointed  re¬ 
gional  fund  chairnqan  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
for  Northwest  Louisiana.  His  appointment  was 
announced  by  J.  Willard  Chase,  field  director 
of  the  Red  Cross.  The  Centenary  official  will 
assist  in  planning  and  executing  the  fund-rais¬ 
ing  campaigns  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Webster,  De- 
Soto  and  Red  River  parishes. 

ERARD  MARTIN,  a  Centenary  College  music 
student,  appeared  with  the  Shreveport  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  on  Sunday  as  winner  of  the 
collegiate  division  of  a  recent  contest  in  music. 
Martin,  a  piano  student  of  Dr.  Ralph  Squires, 
head  of  the  Centenary  Department  of  Music, 
competed  with  contestants  from  throughout 
Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Texas  and  Mississippi  to 
win  the  guest  appearance  spot. 

A  COMMITTEE  composed  of  Winston  McVea, 
Woodie  Dumas,  Noble  Carey,  Alex  Strick¬ 
land,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  Marvin  Corley,  was 
named  by  the  chairman  of  the  Official  Board 
of  the  Baker  Methodist  Church  to  study  financ¬ 
ing  and  the  possibilities  of  a  new  building  for 
the  church.  A  plan  has  been  submitted  by  the 
architects  which  is  being  studied  by  the  Board. 
According  to  announcement,  the  Board  hopes  to 
accept  a  definite  plan  and  announce  a  date  for 
construction  to  begin  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board. 

.  J.  FRENCH  was  elected  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men  of  the  David  Haas  Memorial 
Church,  Bunkie,  at  the  monthly  supper  meeting 
on  Monday,  January  30.  Other  officers  are: 
Frank  Mulhearn,  vice-president;  T.  M.  Butler, 
secretary-treasurer,  with  J.  D.  Goodall,  associate. 
O.  S.  Jones  was  named  chairman  of  the  Meals 
Committee  and  J.  Gordon  Kavanaugh  chairman 
of  the  Program  Committee.  T.  E.  Cranford,  re¬ 
tiring  president,  presided  at  the  meeting.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  was  the  speaker  of 
the  evening.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  February  27,  at  7:30  p.m. 

UKE  UNIVERSITY’S  1956  Symposium  of 
Christian  Missions  is  being  held  at  the  Un¬ 
iversity  in  Durham,  N.  C.,  February  7-10.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Duke  Divinity  School,  the  intensive 
program  of  missionary  study  is  headed  by  a 
team  of  executives  from  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Missions  in  New  York.  Visiting  lead¬ 
ers  from  the  Board  are:  Dr.  Vernon  Middleton, 
executive  secretary,  Section  of  Home  Missions; 
Dr.  Ralph  Dodge,  administrative  secretary  for 
Africa  and  Europe;  Dr.  Harold  Brewster,  direc¬ 
tor  of  medical  missions,  and  Dr.  M.  O.  Williams, 
Jr.,  secretary  of  missionary  personnel.  Dr. 
Creighton  Lacy  of  the  Duke  Divinity  School 
faculty  is  symposium  advisor. 


YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  HEAD  AT 
UNITED  NATIONS  SEMINARY 

James  Delton  Pickering,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  is  representing  the  state  of  Louisiana  at 
the  United  National  Washington  Seminar  now 
in  progress. 

Young  Pickering,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  W.  Pickering  of  New  Orleans  and  Houston, 
Texas,  also  is  president  of  the  Louisiana  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Fellowship,  which  is  sponsoring  his 
trip.  He  is  the  official  state  delegate  by  virtue 
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of  holding  this  office. 

The  first  few  days  of  the  conference  are  be¬ 
ing  held,  in  New  York,  and  the  concluding  ses¬ 
sions  will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Whiie 
the  seminar  is  in  progress,  Pickering  and  other 
delegates  are  to  mee*  with  congressmen  from 
their  respective  states,  lunch  with  U.  N.  dele- 
gates,  tour  U.  N.  headquarters  and  sit  in  on 
committee  meetings. 

One  representative  from  each  state  in  the 
Union  is  attending  the  seminar,  which  is  design- 
ed  to  acquaint  college  students  with  the  purpos- 
es  and  operations  of  the  United  Nations  organ¬ 
ization. 

Pickering  is  a  member  of  Kappa  Chi  minis¬ 
terial  club  at  Centenary  and  serves  as  student 
pastor  of  the  Cross  Roads  Methodist  Church 
at  Cross  Roads,  about  12  miles  north  of  Cou- 
shatta.  He  is  a  member  of  Omricon  Delta  Kap¬ 
pa,  men’s  honorary  fraternity,  and  Alpha  Sigma 
Chi,  honorary  group  for  chemistry  students.  He 
also  holds  membership  on  the  Inter-Faith  Coun¬ 
cil  and  on  the  Centenary  Honor  Court. 


NOTICE 

Unpaid  Subscriptions 

This  is  the  last  issue  which  subscribers 
who  have  not  renewed  their  subscriptions  to 
this  publication  and  whose  expiration  date 
is  January  will  receive.  Because  of  postal 
regulations  and  publishing  costs  it  will  be 
necessary  to  remove  all  names  from  the  mail¬ 
ing  list  whose  subscriptions  have  not  been  re¬ 
newed. 

If  you  have  resubscribed  and  you- should 
fail  to  receive  copies  of  this  publication  in 
the  future  please  notify  your  pastor  and  this 
office  at  once  so  that  your  name  may  be  res¬ 
tored  to  the  mailing  list.  In  the  handling  of 
40,000  names  in  a  period  of  three  weeks  some 
mistakes  will  be  made.  Corrections  will  be 
made  immediately. 

If  you  have  not  resubscribed  and  you  de¬ 
sire  to  continue  to  receive  your  church  paper, 
notify  your  pastor  or  this  office  at  once  with 
your  subscription. 

E.  T.  Wayland 
Ewing  T.  Wayland 


AREA  METHODIST  CIRCULATION 
CAMPAIGN 


Bossier  City,  Curtis  Park,  W.  N. 


Grand  Cane-Stonewall,  T.  O.  Rorie 


Hall  Summltt,  Floyd  M.  Durham 


SHREVEPORT 


Mangum  Memorial,  Ira  W. 


Noel  Memorial,  John  J.  Ras¬ 
mussen  . i . . 


Summer  Grove,  J.  P.  MeKeithen.. 
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LOUISIANA  METHODIST  DISTRICT  SUMMARY 


District 

Quota 

Report 

New 

No.  3 

Re¬ 

new. 

Not 

Due 

Total 

Qu°U 

Monroe  . 

. 1556 

350 

1459 

10 

1819** 

117% 

Ruston  . 

...1446 

336 

1315 

15 

1666** 

115% 

Shreveport  .... 

...  2469 

472 

935 

34 

1441 

Baton  Rouge 

...2076 

385 

937 

23 

1345 

Alexandria  ... 

. 1075 

308 

813 

13  . 

1137** 

106% 

88% 

Lafayette  . 

. 1037 

352 

749 

12 

1113** 

Lake  Charles 

.1176 

341 

682 

13 

1036 

New  Orleans 

...1463 

346 

639 

4 

989 

TOTAL  ... 

. 2888 

7534 

124 

10546 

*  Charge  has  reached  quota. 
**  Charge  has  exceeded  quota. 
*2  Charge  has  doubled  quota. 
*3  Charge  has  trebled  quota. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODISE 


Louisiana  Conference 

prayer  Life  Movement' 

THE  PRAYER  VIGIL 

(In  each  case  the  Prayer  Vigil 
begins  at  6:00  a.m.  on  the  first  date 
and  closes  at  6:00  p.m.  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  date.) 

Feb.  7-8 — Ball  Charge,  Odell  Sim¬ 
mons 

Feb.  8-9,  1.  La.  Tech  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation,  Miss  Pearlye  Maye  Kelley, 
Director;  2.  Hollins  Chapel,  Ed  Pick¬ 
ens. 

Feb.  9-10,  Elizabeth,  James  R. 

Strozier. 

Feb.  10-11,  Palestine,  R.  E.  Carter. 
Feb.  11-12,  Oak  Grove,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  D.  R.  Deen. 

Feb.  12-13,  Curtis  Park,  Bossier 
City,  W.  M.  Allen. 

Feb.  13-14,  1.  Bethlehem-Wesley, 
Terral  T.  Lowe;  2.  Gonzales  Circuit, 
Brady  B.  Forman. 

Feb.  14-15,  Trinity,  Shreveport, 
Tracy  R.  Arnold. 

Feb.  15-16,  Lecompte,  Charles  H. 
Giessen;  Rayne  Memorial,  New 
Orleans,  A.  M.  Serex;  Algiers, 
New  Orleans,  J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr.; 
Slidell,  John  T.  Redmon;  St.  John 
and  Luling,  New  Orleans,  Clay¬ 
ton  W.  Bennett 

Feb.  16-17 — First  Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Benedict  A.  Galloway; 
Amite,  James  E.  Christie;  Parker 
Memorial,  New  Orleans,  E.  J. 
Barksdale;  St.  Mark’s,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  T.  O.  Carlstrom;  Covington, 
Robert  C.  Carter 

Feb.  17-18 — McGuire,  West  Monroe, 
Ira  A.  Love;  Gueydan,  Sidney  A. 
Seegers;  Carrollton  Avenue,  New 
Orleans,  Luman  E.  Douglas;  St. 
Luke’s,  New  Orleans,  W.  Spencer 
Wren;  Gentilly,  New  Orleans, 
Eldred  Blakely 

Feb.  18-19 — Hammond,  Edward  R. 
Thomas;  Rocky  Mount-Grand 
Bayou;  Eddie  Morgan;  Second 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Edwin  E. 
Sylvest,  Jr.;  Napoleon  Avenue, 
New  Orleans,  Albert  S.  Hurley; 
Elysian  Fields,  New  Orleans, 
Glendon  R.  Messer 
“.  .  .  it  is  impossible  to  know  the 
blessings  received,”  writes  Rev.  L. 
Gray  Wilson  concerning  the  Pray¬ 
er  Vigil  in  the  Jonesville  Church, 
January  23-24.  Brother  Wilson  con¬ 
tinues:  “Not  one  minute  was  lost 
(by  neglect  on  the  part  of  anyone) 
and  it  will  perhaps  prove  to  be  the 
most  spiritually  rewarding  effort, 
in  the  history  of  the  Church  here.” 

An  impressive  worship  center 
which  included  a  lovely  painting 
of  Christ,  an  open  Bible  and  a  burn¬ 
ing  candle,  were  seen  in  front  of  the 
center  pulpit  at  First  Church,  La¬ 
fayette  during  its.  Prayer  Vigil,  Jan¬ 
uary  20-21.  In  other  positions  in  the 
sanctuary  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  had 
Placed  burning  candles  and  appro¬ 
priate  booklets,  pamphlets  and  Bi¬ 
bles.  —  W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Evangelism. 


MUNHOLLAND  CHURCH 
HAS  BUSY  MONTH 

Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  pastor  of  Mun- 
holland  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
°f  Metairie,  attended  Ministers’ 
Week,  January  16  through  January 
2(\  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  He  and  Mrs.  Poole  motored 
over  and  while  there  visited  their 
s°n,  Frank  Poole,  who  is  studying 
ot  Emory  to  be  a  minister  of  mus¬ 
ic. 

Munholland  had  as  its  speakers  at 
the  ll;00  a.m.  service  on  January 
22  Dr.  Dewey  Etchieson  and  Rev. 
hh  W.  Anderson  who  spoke  on  their 
work  with  the  Indians  and  gave  a 
Picture  of  the  situation  and  the  work 

FEBRUARY  9,  1956 


BISHOP  MARTIN  DEDICATES  EDUCATIONAL 
BUILDING  AT  OAK  RIDGE 


Left  to  Right,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  and 
District  Superintendent  J.  T.  Hartis  examine  some  old  church  records 
during  their  visit  to  Oak  Ridge  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan. 


REPAIRS  AT  CREW  LAKE 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Methodist  Men  certain  repairs  have 
been  made  at  the  Crew  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  A  new  concrete  porch 
was  constructed  to  take  the  place  of 
the  wooden  one.  New  steps  were 
placed  at  the  variods  entrances  of 
the  church.  These  were  also  of  con¬ 
crete.  A  complete  new  wiring  sys¬ 
tem  was  installed  to  take  the  place 
of  the  old  outmoded  system.  Many 
loads  of  dirt  were  brought  to  the 
church  grounds  to  landscape  the 
yard  so  that  water  would  not  drain 
under  the  church.  The  foundation 
was  leveled  and  strengthened.  Two 
new  attic  fans  were  installed  for  use 
in  the  summer  time. 

New  officers  for  the  Methodist 
Men  for  this  year  are:  R.  B.  McGow- 
en,  President;  Tommy  Lauranoff, 
Vice-President  and  Jeff  Davis,  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer. — Reporter. 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 
PREACHERS  AND 
PARSONETTES 

The  Ruston  District  Preachers  and 
Parsonettes  met  in  Arcadia,  January 
23,  at  the  Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  Hubert  Gibbs  presided  at  the 
preachers  meeting  in  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Guy  Hicks,  who  is  recuperat¬ 
ing  from  an  illness.  Mrs.  'George 
Dameron,  Jonesboro,  gave  a  report 
from  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  and  reviewed  the  outreach 
of  the  Methodists  in  various  parts  of 
the, world.  Mrs.  Hicks  spoke  in  be¬ 
half  of  Dr.  Hicks  and  gave  reports 
of  The  Louisiana  Methodist  Cam¬ 
paign.  Mr.  Gibbs  presented  the 
Alaskan  Methodist  College  move¬ 
ment  and  stated  that  every  church 
is  asked  to  participate  in  this  cam¬ 
paign.  A  discussion  and  report  of 
the  Prayer  Vigil  was  held,  with 
many  ministers  stating  very  favor¬ 
able  results  of  such  a  movement. 
Rev.  Jack  Midyett,  Haynesville, 
gave  the  dates  for  those  who  will 
have  the  vigil  in  the  forthcoming 
weeks. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Morgan,  Hodge,  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  Parsonettes’  meeting 
in  the  absence  of  the  president,  Mrs. 
Don  Risengger.  Mrs.  Morgah  gave 


being  done  with  them. 

The  church  is  observing  Family 
Night  on  Sunday  evenings,  begin¬ 
ning  with  supper  at  6:00  p.m.  The 
adults  are  studying  the  church-wide 
course,  “South  of  the  Himalayas,” 
a  study  of  India  and  Pakistan,  and 
the  children  are  studying  “Indian 
Americans.”  The  evening  worship 
follows  the  classes.  The  attendance 
has  been  excellent. 

A  24-hour  prayer  vigil  was  held 
in  the  sanctuary,  beginning  January 
29  at  6:00  p.m.  and  ending  on  Jan¬ 
uary  30  at  6:00  p.m. 

On  January  22  the  Intermediate 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  held  its 
installation  service  and  the  MYF 
fund  pledge  service.  This  was  held 
in  the  sanctuary  at' the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service  with  dedication  of  the 
pledges  at  the  altar. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  en¬ 
tertained  members  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  with  a 
reception  in  the  community  hall  the 
evening  of  January  22.  A  film  was 
shown,  “Purpose.”  It  gave  the  wo¬ 
men  a  clearer  picture  of  the  close 
relationship  of  the  Guild  and  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. — Mrs.  M.  T.  Holloway,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service. 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  preached 
at  the  Oak  Ridge  Methodist  Church 
on  Sunday  morning,  January  8,  and 
immediately  after  the  sermon  dedi- 


a  devotional,  and  then  presented 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole  of  Magnolia,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  who  spoke  on  “The  Congre¬ 
gation  Looks  at  the  Preacher’s 
Wife.” 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  cover¬ 
ed-dish  luncheon  served  by  the 
Parsonettes. — Reporter. 


NEW  YEAR’S  RESOLUTIONS 
ST.  BERNARD’S  JUNIOR 
CHURCH 

The  Junior  Church  of  the  St. 
Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chal- 
mette,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  pastor,  at 
its  morning  service  on  January  1, 
worked  out  resolutions  for  Chris¬ 
tian  boys  and  girls  and  men  and 
women  to  follow  this  year. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Doss,  Director,  asked 
the  children:  “What  can  Christians 
do  to  make  this  restless  world  more 
peaceful  this  year?”  The  following 
are  the  resolutions  decided  upon: 

1.  Love  one  another.  Love  your 
enemies.  Do  good  to  those  who  hate 
you. 

2.  Live  the  Golden  Rule. 

3.  Help  Mother  and  Father. 

4.  Be  better  Christians  by  living 
it. 

5.  Go  to  Church  School  and 
church  every  Sunday. 

6.  Say  prayers  every  night  and 
grace  before  meals. 

7.  Obey  all  our  superiors,  Mother, 
Father,  Teacher,  etc. 

8.  Go  to  school  everyday. 

9.  Share  our  possessions  with  oth¬ 
ers. 

10.  Believe  in  God  and  Christ. 

11.  Read  the  Bible  every  day. 

12.  Bring  new  people  to  Sunday 
School  and  church. 

13.  Be  courteous. 

14.  Help  take  care  of  brothers  and 
sisters. 

15.  Help  strangers. 

16.  Do  not  take  God’s  and  Jesus’ 
name  in  vain. 

17.  Obey  the  laws  of  God  and 
country. 

18.  Take  good  care  of  pets. 

19.  Do  not  fight. 

20.  Watch  our  tongues  —  Speak 
Only  Good. 

21.  Help  in  Church  —  Have  the 
church  work  come  before  play. 


cated  the  educational  building  and 
the  many  memorials  given  during 
the  restoration  of  the  church.  As¬ 
sisting  in  the  service  were  Rev. 
G.  L.  Cagle,  pastor  of  the  Pine 
Grove-Pleasant  Valley  Charge,  Rev. 
S.  P.  Emanuel,  pastor  of  the  Lis- 
bon-Arizona  Charge,  Rev.  James  T. 
Harris,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  and  the  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Poole. 

Special  guests  were  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
Martin  and  Mrs.  James  T.  Harris. 

After  the  worship  service  lunch 
was  served  to  the  Official  Board  of 
the  church  and  to  the  visiting 
guests.  Brother  Emanuel  and  Broth¬ 
er  Cagle  were  former  pastors  of  the 
church  who  began  and  constructed 
the  educational  building. 

During  the  past  six  years  the 
members  of  the  Oak  Ridge  Church 
have  spent  over  $30,000  on  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  and  the  restoration 
of  the  church.  The  church  was  com¬ 
pletely  debt  free  on  the  day  of  the 
Bishop’s  visit. 

Flowers  were  placed  in  the 
church  for  this  service  in  memory  of 
Charles  Henry  Nolan.  Kay  Conger 
was  pianist  for  the  service. 

Memorials  dedicated  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  whose  memory  they  were 
given  are  as  follows:  Pictures: 
“Christ  Blessing  the  Little  Child¬ 
ren,”  John  Travis  Nolan;  “The 
Good  Shepherd,”  Mary  McDuffie; 
“The  Head  of  Christ,”  Theron  B. 
Herndon  III;  The  Pulpit  Bible,  A. 
P.  Wimberly;  Stained  glassed  win¬ 
dow,  Jo  Sam  and  Gertie  Rolfe; 
Brass  Hanging  Cross,  Major  Freelin 
W.  Bellamy;  Mahogany  Table,  Mrs. 
Helen  Midyett;  Book  of  Living 
Memories,  Rev.  Daniel  Clay  Barr; 
Altar  rail  kneeling  pads,  W.  O.  Files; 
Communion  table  restored,  Rev.  D. 
C.  Barr;  Communion  Service,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hope;  Lectern  Bi¬ 
ble,  W.  O.  Files;  Choir  Chair  Cov¬ 
ers,  C.  E.  Hope;  Brass  vases,  Coop¬ 
er;  Memorial  art  glass  windows, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Barr,  Sam  and 
Kate  McDuffie,  A.  P.  Wimberly,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  T.  Kane,  William  Wes¬ 
ley  Whithorne,  John  McDuffie,  Ly¬ 
dia  Moore,  Mary  Elya  Carr,  Sawyer 
Barr,  William  and  Belle  Conger, 
Frank  W.  Files,  Sr.,  Alex  S.  Pipes 
II,  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Pinsor  Pipes. 
Honored  with  art  glass  windows 
are:  Carrie  Wimberly,  Jimmie  Whit- 
orne,  Lottie  McDuffie,  H  .J.  and 
Gladys  Norris,  Minnie  Barr  Brod- 
nax,  Maud  Myers  Files. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


CONFERENCE  ON  CHURCH  VOCATIONS 


Why  have  a  conference  on  church 
vocations?  Well,  why? 

Perhaps  the  reason  is  that  the 
leaders  in  some  annual  conferences, 
districts,  or  local  churches  do  not 
have  clearly  in  mind  what  a  con- 
conference  church  vocation  is. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Richard  G. 
Belcher,  secretary  of  the  Joint  De¬ 
partment  on  Christian  Vocations,  a 
conference  on  church  vocations  is 
“a  meeting  at  which  young  people 
of  the  church  who  are  interested  in, 
or  committed  to,  some  kind  of  full¬ 
time  church  work  can  find  inspira¬ 
tion,  information,  and  skillful  guid¬ 
ance  in  making  their  educational  and 
vocational  plans  for  the  future.” 

Last  year  71  vocational  confer- 
e  n  c  e  s  were  held  throughout  the 
church,  with  7500  young  people  and 
800  adults  in  attendance. 

Now,  getting  back  to  the  “why” 
of  having  a  conference  on  church 
vocations,  Mr.  Belcher  gives  six  rea¬ 
sons: 

1.  To  provide  the  finest  aids  in 
vocational  counseling  for  the  young 
people  who  are  interested  in  church- 
related  vocations. 

2.  To  provide  a  fellowship  experi¬ 
ence  for  the  young  people  who  are 
considering  church  vocations  as  their 
lifework. 

3.  To  acquaint  young  people  with 
the  wide  diversity  of  talents  and 
types  of  workers  needed  in  the 
church. 

4.  To  inform  the  young  people  of 
qualifications  needed  and  the  fields 
of  service  open  to  them  in  various 
church  vocations  —  the  ministry, 
Christian  education,  missionary 
service,  social  work,  medical  work, 
music,  administration,  etc. 

5.  To  redirect  the  commitment  of 
young  persons  who  may  be  unquali- 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Mansfield 

The  Mansfield  Sub-District  held 
its  first  meeting  of  the  new  year  on 
Monday,  January  9,  at  the  Mans¬ 
field  Methodist  Church.  The  Coush- 
atta  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
opened  the  meeting  with  a  devotion¬ 
al  service  on  Citizenship. 

President  Sonny  Hardee  presided 
over  the  meeting.  Secretary  Roberta 
Jackson  called  the  roll  which  showed 
the  following  six  churches  repre¬ 
sented:  Coushatta,  Grand  Cane, 
Mansfield,  Many,  Mitchell  -  Pelican 
and  Pleasant  Hill.  Seventy  -  seven 
people  were  in  attandance. 

Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  of  Mans¬ 
field  led  the  recreation  which  was 
followed  by  the  serving  of  refresh¬ 
ments. — Reporter. 


Ruston-Reuel 

The  Ruston  -  Reuel  Sub  -  District 
will  have  a  “Tramp  Trip”  at  the 
Grace  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on 
Saturday,  February  13.  Members  of 
the  Sub-District  will  meet  first  at 
the  church  and  then  go  to  Woodland 
Park  for  a  weiner  roast  and  recrea¬ 
tion  program. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  was  held  at  the  Simsboro  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  MYF  at  Sims¬ 
boro  gave  a  devotional  service  on 
“A  New  Year  For  Christ.”  A  com¬ 
munion  service  was  held  with  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Byron  Roberts,  officiat¬ 
ing.  Rev  Bill  Sirman  and  Rev.  Henry 
Blount  assisted. — Reporter 


field  for  certain  types  of  work  by 
reason  of  academic  or  personal 
limitations,  and  to  lead  them  to  an 
awareness  of  opportunities  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  other  areas  of  work. 

6.  To  help  young  people  view  their 
vocational  planning  in  relationship 
to  the  Protestant  concept  of  the 
potential  sacredness  of  all  useful 
work. 

A  survey  made  recently  by  the 
Methodist  Committee  on  Christian 
Vocations,  revealed  that  approxi¬ 
mately  21,000  Methodists  of  high 
school  and  college  age  are  “definitely 
interested”  in  full-time  church  voca¬ 
tions. 

“A  vocational  conference  should 
be  considered  more  of  a  guidance 
technique  than  a  recruitment  device, 
although  undoubtedly  both  will  take 
place  in  such  a  meeting,”  Mr. 
Belcher  said.  “Furthermore,  a  voca¬ 
tions  conference  should  be  looked 
upon  as  only  one  feature  of  a  con- 
tinous  counseling  process  that  goes 
on  in  an  annual  conference.  It  is  a 
measure  by  which  a  district,  an¬ 
nual  conference,  or  area  establishes 
personal  contact  with  many  young 
folk  and  gives  them  intensive  help 
with  their  vocational  and  education¬ 
al  plans.  But  this  must  be  followed, 
at  a  later  time,  with  other  personal 
contacts  and  fellowship  experiences 
that  will  assure  the  younger  person 
of  a  source  of  ready  help  from  the 
annual  conference  leaders,  and  com¬ 
petent  guidance  for  future  plan¬ 
ning.” 

Further  information  about  church 
vocations  and  about  plans  for  vo¬ 
cational  conferences  may  be  had 
from  the  Interboard  Committee  on 
Christian  Vocations,  P.  O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


NEW  YOUTH  FILM 

“The  Tell  Tale  Arm”  is  a  new 
youth  film  depicting  the  MYF  as  a 
redemptive  fellowship.  It  is  the  story 
of  a  youth  group  at  work  in  its 
local  church  to  strengthen  its  own 
faith,  improve  its  program,  and  win 
other  boys  and  girls  to  the  Christian 
way  of  life.  The  picture  is  person- 
centered,  portraying  a  high-school 
youth  who  finds  it  easier  to  work  out 
his  problems  with  the  gang  at  the 
church  than  by  working  them  out 
alone. 

The  film  is  now  available  from 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House  that 
serves  you.  Then  rental  will  be  $8. 
A  free  leader’s  guide  is  available  to 
assist  in  making  the  most  profitable 
use  of  the  film,  and  will  be  sent  by 
the  Publishing  House  along  with 
the  film. 


TO  TALK  WITH  SEMINARIES 
ABOUT  RELIGIOUS 
JOURNALISM 

Two  top-flight  journalists  of  The 
Methodist  Church  will  make  a  tour 
of  five  of  the  church’s  10  seminaries 
to  talk  with  the  students  about  bet¬ 
ter  public  relations  in  the  churches 
and  the  importance  of  religious 
journalism. 

Dr.  T.  Otto  Nall,  editor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  the  church’s  official 
weekly  news  journal  published  in 
Chicago,  and  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody  of 
New  York,  executive  director  of  the 
Commission  on  Public  Relations  and 
Methodist  Information,  will  pack  in¬ 
to  their  one-day  stops  at  the 
theological  schools  a  heavy  schedule 
including  chapel  talks,  addresses  in 


METHODIST  STUDENT 
MOVEMENT  AT 
CENTENARY 

The  Methodist  Student  Movement 
is  the  link  between  church  and 
school  for  Methodist  students  at 
Centenary  College. 

The  largest  denominational  group 
on  the  campus,  the  Centenary  MSM 
organization  numbers  about  135 
members,  of  whom  75  are  partic¬ 
ularly  active  and  seldom  miss  a 
meeting.  - 

Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Bible,  is  faculty  sponsor 
of  the  group,  which  meets  once 
weekly  in  the  religious  center  on 
the  campus.  Meetings  are  held  at 
6:30  p.  m.  each  Thursday,  the  time 
chosen  as  that  least  likely  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  demands  of  study 
and  other  activities. 

The  organization  has  three  pri¬ 
mary  purposes,  the  foremost  of 
which  is  worship.  However,  the  wor¬ 
ship  programs  of  the  MSM  are  not 
considered  sufficient  to  meet  the 
religious  needs  of  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents,  and  the  .majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  also  are  active  in  Methodist 
churches  throughout  Shreveport. 
Many  sing  in  church  choirs  and  are 
active  members  of  church  organiza¬ 
tions. 

The  second  purpose  of  the  group 
is  study,-  Dr.  Pomeroy  says.  The 
study  of  religious  problems  and  re¬ 
lated  ethics,  racial  problems,  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug  problems  and  Biblical 
questions  also  play  an  important 
part  in  the  overal  program  of  the 
MSM.  Qualified  s  p  s  e  a  k  e  r  s.from 
among  the  local  clergy,  as  well  as 
from  the  faculty  of  the  college, 
frequently  discuss  questions  of  in¬ 
terest  with  the  MSM  members  at 
their  weekly  meetings. 

Service,  too,  is  integral  to  the 
MSM  program,  and  the  Centenary 
group  carries  on  an  active  mission¬ 
ary  program  each  year.  Last  year, 
the  members  raised  more  than  $135 
for  mission  work  throughout  the 
world  and  for  the  assistance  of 
Christian  students  in  other  lands. 

This  year,  MSM  members  are 
raising  money  for  missionary  work 
on  a  pledge  basis.  Dr.  Pomeroy  says 
pledges  are  averaging  about  $5  per 
semester  per  student. 

Delton  Pickering  of  New  Orleans 
is  president  of  the  Centenary  MSM, 
and  Jean  Alice  Flowers  of  Shreve¬ 
port  is  vice-president.  Policies  are 
made  by  the  MSM  Council,  which 
meets  weekly  to  plan  the  program. 

Among  the  programs  which  the 
group  has  sponsored  were  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Wiley  College  all- 
Negro  Choir  in  the  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  recently;  the  annual  Thanks¬ 
giving  service  in  the  chapel;  special 
services  each  Easter  and  an  outdoor 
Christmas  program  in  the  Centenary 
amphitheatre.  The  MSM  annually 
assumes  the  leadership,  too,  in  the 
observance  of  Religious  Emphasis 
Week  at  Centenary. 

Throughout  its  program,  the  MSM 
stresses  the  importance  of  active 
participation  in  local  church  activ¬ 
ities,  Dr.  Pomeroy  says.  Virtually  all 
of  the  members  feel  that  member¬ 
ship  in  MSM  is  an  extension  of 
church  membership  rather  than  a 
substitute  for  it,  and  every  effort 
is  made  to  encourage  this  attitude. — 
News  Bureau,  Centenary  College 

classes  and  seminars,  and  personal 
interviews  with  students.  During 
the  course  of  their  tour  they  expect 
to  contact  several  hundred  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  students.  Their  it¬ 
inerary  includes  SMU,  March  2. 


LENTEN  READING 
PROJECT 

“Youth  are  finding  a  deeper  and 
clearer  faith  in  God,”  it  was  said 
recently  by  the  Rev.  Harold  W. 
Ewing,  director  of  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment,  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation. 

As  one  of  the  contributing  factors 
in  the  deepening  of  the  faith  of 
Methodist  youth,  Mr.  Ewing  cited 
the  annual  Lenten  reading  project. 

The  book  for  the  1956  project, 
which  is  now  under  way,  is  I  Fol¬ 
low  —  Christ  Above  All  by  Dr. 
Charles  M.  Laymon,  editor  of  adult 
publications  for  the  General  Board 
of  Education. 

Aside  from  its  use  as  a  reading 
book,  I  Follow  will  be  used  in  in¬ 
formal  group  discussions,  prayer 
groups,  felowship  groups,  personal 
devotions  and  to  enrich  the  regular 
curriculum  materials. 

I  Follow  is  the  third  in  the  series 
of  reading  books  for  Methodist  youth 
produced  especially  for  personal 
reading  and  informal  group  discus¬ 
sion. 

Through  the  stimulus  of  the 
Lenten  reading  project  the  youth  of 
the  Methodist  Church  have  pur¬ 
chased  more  than  300,000  copies  of 
books  prepared  for  them  in  the  area 
of  the  Christian  faith,  according  to 
Mr.  Ewing.  The  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell, 
of  the  Youth  Department  staff,  is 
giving  leadership  in  this  phase  of 
youth  work. 

Order  I  Follow — Christ  Above  All 
(2443-BC)  from  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  that  serves  you;  price, 
35  cents  (ten  or  more  copies,  30  cents 
each).  Any  local  church  that  orders 
ten  or  more  copies  will  receive  free, 
from  the  Publishing  House  upon  re¬ 
quest,  a  table-display  rack  to  as¬ 
sist  in  displaying  and  selling  the 
book. 

A  leader’s  guide  (2449-B)  for  I 
Follow  and  a  leaflet  (2447-B)  about 
the  project  are  available  free  from 
the  Youth  Department,  General 
Board  of  Education,  P.  O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


5,000  S!  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes,  Serlpture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 


Dept  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  S,  III. 


OF  HYMNS 
AND  CHORUSES 


Large  size,  5Vi"  x 
60?  each,  3  for  $1.75 
Pocket  size,  4I/2"x6" 

35?  each,  3  for  $1.00 

PRAISE  BOOK  PUBLICATIONS 

Dept.  17  *  Mound,  Minnesota 


AT  CHRISTIAN  BOOKSTORES 
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New  Books 

Over  His  Own  Signature 

Leslie  D.  Wealherhead 
Abingdon  Press,  160  Pages,  $2.50 

Taking  the  passages  of  the  New 
Testament  in  which  Jesus  is  report¬ 
ed  to  have  said  “I  am  .  .  .,”  the 
famous  English  cl  e  r  i  c  Lesile  D. 
Weatherhead  presents  an  “autobio¬ 
graphy”  of  Jesus  Christ  in  his  new 
book,  Over  His  Own  Signature,  to 
be  published  February  6  by  Abing¬ 
don  Press. 

This  look  at  Jesus  is  all-important, 
says  Dr.  Weatherhead,  because  “we 
can  never  see  him  without  being 
challenged  to  extend  our  services 
to  the  world  and  correct  our  sense  of 
values,  and  without  being  empower¬ 
ed  to  alter  our  lives.” 

The  terms  by  which  Jesus  sought 
to  reveal  the  nature  of  God  are 
here  examined  in  the  light  of  lan¬ 
guage,  customs,  and  similar  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  times.  Dr.  Weather¬ 
head  interprets  these  words  with 
a  critical,  yet  warmly  human,  at¬ 
titude — offering  the  reader  a  clearer 
concept  of  God  and  his  relationship 
to  men. 

Jesus’  portrait  of  himself  through 
the  words  that  appear  “over  his  own 
signature”  brings  every  Christian 
deeper  insight  into  the  heart  of 
Christian  faith  and  a  clearer  pic¬ 
ture  of  what  is  meant  by  Christian 
living. 

Dr.  Weatherhead  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  world’s 
greatest  preachers  and  ranked  as  an 
authority  in  the  field  of  pastoral 
psychology.  He  has  been  pastor  since 
1936  of  the  City  Temple,  London, 
where  his  care  for  a  war-weary 
people  during  World  War  II  won 
him  world  -  wide  acclaim.  Widely 
known  as  a  religious  writer,  Dr. 
Weatherhead  is  author  of  more  than 


A  Boy  Named  Jesus 

Sam  Hoffman 
College  Publishing  Co. 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  Price,  $2.50 

The  boyhood  of  Jesus  remains  a 
mystery,  except  for  the  brief  glimpse 
when,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  visit¬ 
ed  the  Temple.  Yet  a  careful  study 
of  his  speeches  and  teachings  indi¬ 
cate  a  rich  childhood  and  youth  and 
a  warm  fellowship  with  Mary  and 
Joseph. 

Sam  Hoffman  has  vividly  portray¬ 
ed  incidents  which  might  possibly 
have  occured  to  prepare  Jesus  for 
his  ministry:  the  search  for  the  lost 
sheep,  the  lost  coin,  the  yokes  for 
the  oxen,  and  numerous  other  in¬ 
cidents  gave  him  the  background  for 
the  teachings  which  characterized 
his  ministry. 

A  Boy  Named  Jesus  is  simply 
written  in  language  that  will  thrill 
the  child  and  at  the  same  time  be 
an  inspiration  to  more  mature  read¬ 
ers. 

It  will  be  especially  helpful  to 
teachers  of  children  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  to  parents.  I  recommend 
A  Boy  Named  Jesus  as  a  prized  per¬ 
sonal  possession  of  Junior  and  Inter¬ 
mediate  boys  and  girls  and  as  a 
source  of  understanding  the  possible 
events  of  Jesus’  life  in  the  hidden 
years  prior  to  his  ministry.  While  the 
incidents  related  are  mostly  imagin¬ 
ary,  all  are  true  to  the  later  life 
and  teachings  of  Jesus  as  revealed 
in  the  New  Testament. — Minns  S. 
Robertson,  Marksville,  La. 


twenty  books,  including  That  Im¬ 
mortal  Sea,  Psychology,  Religion, 
And  Healing,  When  The  Lavyp 
Flickers,  and  After  Death. 


DRINK  IS: 

A  medical  problem 
A  traffic  problem 
A  police  problem 
A  divorce  problem 
A  financial  problem 
A  labor  problem 
A  community  problem 
A  government  problem 
A  moral  problem 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Phone  FR  5-8500 _ 


A  personal  problem 
Are  we  trying  to  solve  it?  — Dean 
Smith. 


Chvrch  Furnltvr*  •  Stole* 
Embrofdorlo*  •  V* itm#M» 
Hanging*  •  Communion 


Sot*  •  Altar  Srai,  Soodi  It. 


WRITE  DEPT  JL  FOR  CA  TALCJG 


CHURCH  GOODS 
SUPPiY  COMPANY 


It  would  take  38  men  to  do  the  work  that 
electricity  does  in  your  home.  And  these  electric 
muscle-men  never  tire.  They're  at  your  beck  and 
call  twenty-four  hours  a  day. 

All  over  your  house,  electric  servants  work 
to  make  your  life  easier,  more  convenient.  For 
pennies  a  day,  they  help  with  the  laundry,  cook¬ 
ing,  cleaning,  dishes. 

Your  electric  company  is  constantly  striving 
to  supply  you  with  electricity  at  a  price  so  low 
that  it  stays  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  budget. 


POWER  A  LIGHT 


HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LIFE’S  GREATEST  CHOICE 

LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  19,  1956 
READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE: 

Luke  19:1-10 
MEMORY  SELECTION: 

“Choose  this  day  whom  you  will  serve  .  .  but  as 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will'  serve  the  Lord.” — Joshua 
24:15 


This  is  the  fourth  lesson  of  five- 
sessions  UNIT  VII:  “A  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN’S  ATTITUDES.”  The  first 
lesson  of  the  unit  had  to  do  with 
God’s  concern  for  sinners.  Christ  il¬ 
lustrated  this  concern  by  three  par¬ 
ables — the  lost  sheep;  the  lost  coin; 
and  the  lost  son.  The  chief  empha¬ 
sis  in  all  of  these  parables  was  the 
fact  that  God  is  interested  in  the 
lost. 

The  second  lesson  dealt  with  the 
matter  of  gratitude.  This  is  an  es¬ 
sential  of  human  life.  It  is  especial¬ 
ly  necessary  in  Christian  life.  The 
lesson  material  dealt  with  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  ten  lepers.  Ten  were 
healed  but  only  one  came  back  to 
give  thanks.  To  make  the  matter 
even  worse  this  one  who  came  back 
was  a  foreigner;  a  hated  Samaritan. 
In  returning  to  give  thanks  this  man 
received  another  blessing;  not  only 
was  he  healed  of  the  leprosy  but 
he  was  cleansed  from  his  sins. 

The  third  lesson  was  very  im¬ 
portant;  it  had  to  do  with  effective 
praying.  Prayer  is  man’s  greatest 
privilege;  and  to  pray  effectively 
is  the  most  important  thing  that 
man  can  do.  The  lesson  background 
dealt  with  two  men  praying  in  the 
Temple  —  a  Pharisee  and  a  tax  col¬ 
lector.  The  Pharisee  was  proud, 
haughty,  and  self-righteous.  All  of 
these  qualities  were  expressed  in 
his  prayer.  His  prayer  was  not 
heard.  In  fact  it  really  was  not  a 
prayer  at  all.  The  tax  collector  was 
humble,  penitent  and  in  dead  earn¬ 
est.  He  really  and  truly  prayed.  He 
went  down  to  his  house  justified. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for  to¬ 
day  - —  ‘‘Life’s  Greatest  Choice.” 
Like  the  one  on  prayer,  this  is  a 
very  important  lesson.  More  than 
by  any  other  one  thing  people  are 
made  or  ruined  by  their  choices.  All 
of  us  are  largely  what  we  are  be¬ 
cause  of  choices  we  have  made  and 
are  making. 

A  few  cases  from  the  Bible  will 
help  us  to  see  the  importance  of 
choosing  wisely.  Take  Joseph  for  ex¬ 
ample;  he  was  sold  into  slavery  by 
his  brothers,  tempted  by  his  mas¬ 
ter’s  wife,  lied  upon,  thrown  in  pri¬ 
son,  but  in  it  all  he  chose  to  remain 
true  to  his  God  and  his  religion. 
Later  he  became  the  second  ruler 
in  the  land  of  Egypt.  Another  is 
Daniel.  He  refused  to  defile  himself 
with  the  portion  of  meat  and  drink 
that  came  from  the  king’s  table; 
he  chose  to  remain  true  to  the  high¬ 
er  things  of  life;  he  took  his  life 
in  his  hands  to  carry  on  his  habit  of 
prayer.  He  became  premier  to  three 
great  kings,  not  even  losing  his  high 
office  when  dynasties  were  chang¬ 
ed. 

Moses  also  ranks  high  as  a  man 
Who  was  made  great  by  choices.  It 
was  said  of  him  “He  chose  to  suf¬ 
fer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God  rather  than  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  sin  for  a  season.”  He  became  the 
great  law-giver  and  laid  the  foun- 
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dations  upon  which  Israel,  the  Mes¬ 
sianic  Nation  was  built.  Moses  was 
made  by  these  good  choices.  The 
same  was  true  with  Saul  of  Tarsus. 
He  became  Paul  the  Apostle,  but 
before  doing  so  he  made  his  choice 
on  the  Damascus  Road.  On  and  on 
we  could  go  giving  examples  from 
the  Bible  to  illustrate  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  choosing  wisely. 

A  Look  at  the  Scriptures 

The  scene  of  our  lesson  is  laid 
in  Jericho.  In  that  day  Jericho  was 
a  beautiful  and  thriving  city.  It 
was  called  “the  city  of  palms.”  It 
was  located  about  five  miles  north 
of  the  Dead  Sea,  in  the  valley 
through  which  the  Jordan  River 
'flowed.  It  was  825  feet  below  sea 
level  and  therefore  had  a  tropical 
climate.  It  was  3,200  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  hills  upon  which  Jeru¬ 
salem  was  built.  It  was  down  grade 
all  the  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Jer¬ 
icho,  so  much  so,  that  it  has  been 
said  that  one  could  coast  in  a  car 
all  the  way  between  the  two  cit¬ 
ies.  Another  outstanding  fact  about 
Jericho  was  that  it  was  a  city  of 
priests. 

Our  lesson  begins  with  the  fact 
that  Christ  entered  Jericho  and 
was  passing  through  it.  A  large 
crowd  was  following  him.  There  liv¬ 
ed  in  Jericho  a  tax  collector  by  the 
name  of  Zacchaeus.  This  man  was 
not  only  a  tax  collector  but  he  was 
chief  among  the  tax  collectors  of 
that  section.  He  had  other  collec¬ 
tors  working  under  him.  We  are  told 
that  he  was  rich. 

In  spite  of  his  wealth  and  his 
position  as  chief  among  the  tax 
collectors,  Zacchaeus  was  not  satis¬ 
fied.  He  was  looked  upon  by  the 
citizens  cf  his  nation  as  a  Quisling; 
a  traitor;  a  fifth  columnist.  He 
longed  for  sympathy,  understand¬ 
ing  and  love.  His  occupation  has  not 
only  brought  him  into  disrepute  be¬ 
fore  his  nation,  but  it  had  also 
brought  his  family  under  the  same 
condemnation.  He  was  sick  and  tired 
of  the  whole  matter. 

Zacchaeus  heard  that  Jesus  was 
coming  that  way.  No  doubt,  he  al¬ 
so  heard  that  Jesus  had  been  as¬ 
sociating  with  tax  collectors  in  oth¬ 
er  places.  He  was  determined  to  see 
him.  He  saw  the  Lord  approaching 
and  a  great  crowd  was  around  him. 
Zacchaeus  was  low  of  stature.  He 
realized  he  would  never  be  able  to 
see  the  Master  over  the  heads  of 
the  crowd.  He  ran  ahead  of  the  pro¬ 
cession  and  climbed  up  a  sycamore 
tree  in  order  that  he  might  get  a 
better  view  of  the  Lord.  Jesus  saw 
him  and  invited  him  to  come 
down,  declaring  that  on  that  very 
day  he  would  be  a  guest  in  his 
home.  This  made  Zacchaeus  very 
happy.  He  received  the  Lord  gladly 
and  conducted  him  to  his  home.  No 
doubt  the  two  men  continued  in 
conversation  and  as  they  did  Zac¬ 
chaeus  was  soundly  converted.  He 
gave  every  evidence  of  the  fact  that 


he  had  had  a  wonderful  experience. 
Without  any  suggestion  on  the  part 
of  Christ  at  all,  he  declared  that  he 
would  give  half  of  his  goods  to  feed 
the  poor  and  he  would  make  a  four¬ 
fold  restitution  to  all  whom  he  had 
cheated  in  any  way.  This  attitude 
on  the  part  of  Zacchaeus  whs  very' 
pleasing  to  the  Lord.  He  informed 
the  tax  collector  that  salvation  had 
come  to  his  heart  and  to  his  home. 

All  of  this  made  the  Pharisees 
very  angry.  They  hated  what  they 
called  sinners  and  would  have  noth¬ 
ing  whatever  to  do  with  them.  As 
the  Lord  went  away  with  Zaccha¬ 
eus  they  were  heard  to  remark,  “He 
has  gone  in  to  be  the  guest  of  a 
man  who  is  a  sinner.”  The  one  ac¬ 
cusation  that  the  Pharisees  were 
always  bringing  against  the  Lord 
was  that  he  was  a  friend  to  tax 
collectors  and  sinners.  This  was  one 
accusation  against  which  the  Lord 
never  defended  himself.  Over  and 
over  again  he  declared  that  he  came 
to  call  sinners  to  repentance;  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost.  The  trouble  with  the  Pharisees 
was  the  fact  that  they  were  sin¬ 
ners  just  the  same  as  were  the  tax 
collectors,  but  they  never  would  ad¬ 
mit  it.  Therefore,  they  were  never 
saved.  s 

Zacchaeus  Was  Lost 

Zacchaeus  was  lost.  It  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  be  lost.  Some  people  think 
of  being  saved  and  being  lost  only 
in  terms  of  heaven  and  hell.  There 
is  nothing  wrong  with  this  attitude 
as  far  as  it  goes,  it  just  does  not  go 
far  enough.  There  is  more  to  being 
lost  than  going  to  hell  and  there  is 
more  to  being  saved  than  going  to 
heaven.  Christ  never  invited  any¬ 
body  to  come  to  him  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  keeping  out  of  hell  and 
going  to  heaven.  Think  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  people  he  invited  to  follow 
him;  it  was  always  with  the  motive 
of  pooling  their  efforts  along  with 
his  and  others  in  the  building  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  His  con¬ 
stant  challenge  was  “Come  with  me, 
and  I  will  make  you  to  become  fish¬ 
ers  of  men.” 

Zacchaeus  was  not  only  lost  to 
heaven  and  headed  for  hell;  he  was 
lost  to  many  other  things.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  he  was  lost  to  society.  The 
poet  sang  “The  fellowship  of  kir£* 
dred-minds  is  like  to  that  above.” 
But  Zacchaeus  had  no  fellowship. 
Not  only  was  he  segregated  but  his 
family  was  also  segregated.  People 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
of  them. 

Then,  Zacchaeus  was  lost  to 
friendship.  Some  one  has  well  said 
that  it  is  better  to  have  friends  than 
to  have  money.  The  status  of  Zac¬ 
chaeus  was  in  reverse  order  to 
that;  he  had  money  but  he  did  not 
have  friends.  He  could  not  be  hap¬ 
py.  There  are  some  things  that  mon¬ 
ey  will  not  buy;  it  will  not  and 
cannot  buy  true  friendship.  A  man 
had  gone  through  a  great  ordeal. 
On  being  asked  how  he  was  able 
to  do  it,  he  replied,  “I  had  a  friend.” 

Most  of  all,  Zacchaeus  was  lost  to 
fellowship  with  Christ.  The  Lord 
came  along  and  the  fellowship  was 
restored  and  the  joy  bells  of  heaven 
rung  in  the  heart  of  Zacchaeus 
The  poet  sang  “I  Choose  Jesus  when 
I  need  a  Friend.”  Zacchaeus  needed 
a  friend;  he  needed  that  Friend  who 
sticks  closer  than  a  brother.  He 
chose  Jesus.  Out  of  all  the  choices 
that  one  can  make  in  life,  this  is  the 
greatest. 

Zacchaeus  Versus  The 
Rich  Young  Ruler 

There  are  many  men  mentioned 
in  the  Bible  who  did  not  act  as  wise 
as  did  Zacchaeus.  May  we  note  one 
of  them — the  rich  young  ruler.  Like 


Zacchaeus  this  rich  young  ruler 
was  dissatisfied.  He  came  to  the 
Lord  seeking  help.  Jesus  told  him 
what  to  do.  There  was  one  of  two 
things  true  in  this  young  man’s 
case — either  the  Lord  realized  that 
this  man  was  so  much  in  love  with 
his  material  possessions  that  he 
could  not  keep  any  of  them  and  be 
a  Christian,  or  he  was  calling  him 
to  be  a  full-time  disciple  and  later 
an  Apostle  and  in  such  case  he 
would  only  be  hampered  by  his 
possessions.  At  any  rate  the  young 
man  made  his  choice;  he  chose  to 
keep  his  possessions  even  if  it 
cost  him  the  rejection  of  Jesus. 

Look  at  the  lives  of  these  two 
men  in  the  light  of  these  two  men 
in  the  light  of  history.  Had  this 
young  man  made  the  right  response 
to  the  challenge  of  Jesus,  no  doubt 
we  would  be  reading  today  in  the 
New  Testament  a  book  written  by 
him.  Why  not?  Next  to  Saul  of  Tar¬ 
sus,  who  later  became  the  great 
apostle  Paul,  this  young  man  was 
the  most  likely  person  to  do  a  thing 
like  that,  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Christian  movement.  But  this  young 
man  is  looked  upon  as  a  failure. 
In  Bible  history  he  is  called  “the 
man  who  made  the  great  refusal.” 
He  kept  his  property  but  he  lost 
his  soul. 

On  the  other  hand  look  at  Zac¬ 
chaeus.  To  begin  with  he  was  not 
anything  like  as  fine  a  man  as  was 
the  young  ruler.  In  speaking  to  this 
young  man  the  Lord  mentioned 
about  half  a  dozen  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments,  and  the  young  fellow 
said  he  had  kept  them  all  his  life. 
He  really  had  done  this  for  he  was 
so  good  and  clean  that  we  are  told 
the  Lord  looked  on  him  and  loved 
him.  We  are  not  suggesting  here 
that  the  Lord  does  not  love  people, 
unless  they  are  good,  but  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  passage  is  that  he  loved 
him  with  an  approving  love .  and 
not  a  heart-broken  love.  The  Lord 
loved  Zacchaeus  but  it  was  with  a 
different  type  of  affection.  He  lov¬ 
ed  him  as  a  bad  man  and  not  as  a 
good  one. 

We  have  here  two  interesting  cas¬ 
es — a  bad  man  being  saved  and  a 
good  one  lost.  The  point  is  no  one 
can  be  good  enough  to  earn  his  sal¬ 
vation  as  a  matter  of  merit  from 
God.  All  —  including  both  Zac¬ 
chaeus  and  the  rich  young  ruler — 
have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of-  God.  Salvation  is  by  grace 
through  faith;  it  is  a  free  gift  of 
God.  All  who  choose  to  do  so  may 
accept  it.  Zacchaeus,  a  bad  man,  ac¬ 
cepted  it  and  was  saved,  while  the 
rich  young  ruler,  a  good  man,  re¬ 
fused  it  and  was  lost.  It  is  much 
harder  to  reach  a  clean  moral  man 
who  places  a  great  store  by  his  mor¬ 
ality  even  now,  than  it  is  a  man 
who  readily  admits  that  he  is  a  sin¬ 
ner  and  in  need  of  salvation.  Zac¬ 
chaeus  was  saved  because  he  chose 
to  be  saved  and  the  rich  young  rul¬ 
er  remained  lost  because  he  chose 
to  be  lost.  That  is  just  how  impor¬ 
tant  this  matter  of  choice  is. 

The  New  Zacchaeus 

We  have  people  in  the  various 
churches  today  who  declare  that 
they  do  not  believe  in  the  miracles 
of  Christ.  To  the  writer  such  con¬ 
tention  seems  to  be  begging  the 
question.  What  greater  miracle  can 
be  wrought  than  that  of  completely 
changing  a  person’s  character;  and 
that  of  an  individual  who  has  be¬ 
come  pretty  well  fixed  in  his  ways? 
Yet  that  is  exactly  what  Christ  did 
then  and  does  now  for  all  who  will 
accept  him  as  Saviour  and  Lord.  He 
did  it  for  Saul  of  Tarsus,  for  Zac¬ 
chaeus  and  he  will  do  it  for  you  and 
for  me. 
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BACCALAUREATE 
SPEAKER  FOR 
CENTENARY  NAMED 

Dr.  Kenneth  I.  Brown,  executive 
director  of  the  Daiifortn  Foundation 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will  be  baccalaure¬ 
ate  speaker  at  Centenary  College 
this  year. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  president,  said  Dr,  Brown  will 
preach  the  baccalaureate  sermon  at 
10:50  a.  m.  on  Sunday,  May  27.  Com¬ 
mencement  exerises  will  be  held  at 
8  p.  m.  that  day. 

Dr.  Brown  is  a  native  of  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.  Y.,  and  received  his  bache¬ 
lor’s  "degree  at  the  University  of 
Rochester.  His  alma  mater  also 
awarded  him  the  honorary  LID  de¬ 
gree  in  1935.  ' 

He  received  the  MA  degree  at 
Harvard  University  in  1920  and 
earned  his '  PhD  degree  there  in 
1924. 

From  1920  to  1924,  Dr.  Brown 
taught  English  at  Harvard,  later  be¬ 
coming  professor  of  Biblical  liter¬ 
ature  at  Stephens  College,  Colum¬ 
bia,  Mo.  In  1930,  he  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  Hiram  College,  and  he  held  ' 
this  post  until  1940,  when  he  assum¬ 
ed  the  presidency  of  Denison  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Granville,  Ohio.  He  also 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Den¬ 
ison  University  Research  Founda¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Brown  has  held  the  presi¬ 
dencies  of  the  Ohio  Baptist  Educa¬ 
tion  Society  and- the  Association  of 
American  Colleges,  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
of'  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention 
and  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Commission  on  Colleges  and  Uni¬ 
versities,  North  Central  Assn,  of 
Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools. 


N.  O.  DISTRICT  IN 
FIVE  DAY  PRAYER 
VIGIL 

Ash  Wednesday  Communion  Serv¬ 
ices  at  6  P.  M.  in  four  central  points 
in  the  New  Orleans  area  will  begin 
a  five  day  Prayer  Vigil  for  the 
members  of  the  forty-four  Methodist 
congregations  of  that  denomination, 
according  to  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris, 
District  .Superintendent.  The  begin¬ 
ning  locations  of  the  Week  of  Dedi¬ 
cation  Prayer  Vigil  are  Rayne 
Memorial  Church  for  East  Bank 
Methodists;  Algiers  Church  for  the 
West  Bank;  Slidell  Church  for  St. 
Tammany  Parish;  and  St.  John 
Church  for  Methodists  of  St.  Charles, 
St.  James  and  St.  John  the  Baptist 
Parishes.  Laymen  will  be  assigned 
for  hour  periods  around  the  clock 
for  the  five-day  period  beginning 
Ash  Wednesday,  February  15th,  in 
such  manner  that  an  endless  chain 
of  prayer  will  be  in  progress  in  the 
sanctuaries  of  appointed  churches 
through  Sunday,  February  19th, 
which  in  Methodist  Churches  is 
Dedication  Day. 

The  Chain  of  Prayer  is  part  of  a 
World-Wide  Methodist  Prayer  Year 
which  began  with  Watch  Night  serv¬ 
ices  ushering  in  the  year  1956  in 
every  state  of  the  United  States.  The 
vigil  continue  in  forty-eight  un¬ 
broken  chains  round  the  clock  of 
the  calendar  year  1956,  praying  for 
the  peace  of  the  world,  and  asking 
for  God’s  guidance  in  directing  the 
evangelistic  outreach  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  around  the  world. 

The  complete  Week  of  Dedication 
prayer  schedule  for  New  Orleans 
Methodists  is  as  follows:  (beginning 
at  6  P.  M.  on  the  indicated  day, 
and  continuing  for  twenty  -  four 
hours  in  each  church)  Wednesday, 
Feb.  15th — Rayne  Memorial  Church 
at  3900  St.  Charles  Avenue,  Algiers 
Church  at  637  Opelousas  Street,  St. 
John  and  Luling  Churches  in  St. 
Charles  Parish,  and  Slidell  Church 


Hammond  Church  Assumes  Advance  Special 


Through  the  efforts  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missions  and  its  capable 
chairman,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Wiginton,  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Ham¬ 
mond,  has  taken  an  Advance  Spec¬ 
ial  for  a  missionary  for  3  years  in 
Malaya,  according  to  Rev.  Edward  R. 
Thomas,  Hammond  pastor.  The  mis¬ 
sionary  is  Donald  K.  Small,  of  San 
Antonio,  who  sailed  last  Septem¬ 
ber  22  for  his  post  of  duty. 

“He  is  our  missionary,  of  whom 
we  are  proud.  All  the  spiritual  and 
financial  support,  which  we  can  pro¬ 
vide  for  him  during  his  stay  in  Ma- 
mya,  will  be  appreciated  we  feel 
sure,”  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  continued. 

Mr.  Small  was  born  in  San  An- 
°n^°>  June  29,  1933.  When  he  was 
f0  years  of  age,  his  father  died  sud- 
enly  and  his  mother  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  Donald  and  two 
?  her  children.  In  a  recent  letter 
0  Mr.  Thomas,  Donald’s  mother 


expressed  her  deep  appreciation  for 
the  Hammond’s  church  sponsoring 
her  son. 

Mr.  Small  attended  San  Antonio 
College  for  2  years,  and  his  last  two 
years  of  undergraduate  work  were 
taken  at  Southwestern  University 
in  Georgetown.  He  received  the  B. 
A.  degree  in  1955,  with  a  major  in 
English  and  a  minor  in  History. 

He  was  active  in  MYF  work,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  San  Antonio  Youth 
Council  and  the  Texas  Christian 
'Youth  Council.  He  has  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  drama  and  public  speaking, 
and  he  edited  his  school  newspaper. 
While  he  was  in  college,  he  was 
president  of  the  student  body,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  drama  and  speech  ac¬ 
tivities,  was  a  member  of  the  Hon¬ 
orary  Society  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
helped  organize  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Fellowship  on  the  campus,  and 
participated  actively,  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Movement. 


Temperance  Film  Premiere  In 
Area-Wide  Showing 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 
Records  Introduction  To 
“Far  From  Alone’’ 


in  Slidell;  Thursday,  Feb.  16th  — 
Parker  Memorial  Church  at  1136 
Nashville  Avenue,  St.  Mark’s  Church 
at  1130  North  Rampart  Street,  and 
Covington  Church  in  Covington;  Fri¬ 
day,  Feb.  17th— Carrollton  Church 
at  937  South  Carrollton  Avenue,  St. 
Luke’s  Church  at  5875  Canal  Boule¬ 
vard,  and  Gentilly  Church  at  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Wisteria  Streets;  Saturday, 
Feb.  19th— Second  Church  at  2527 
Burgundy  Street,  Napoleon  Avenue 
Church  at  2524  Napoleon  Avenue, 
and  Ely sian  Fields  Church  at  2221 
Fillmore  Avenue.  kiethodists  and 
other  interested  persons  are  invited 
to  spend  a  portion  of  each  day  in 
prayer  at  the  closest  church. 


DONALD  K.  SMALL 


“Far  From  Alone,”  a  film  produc¬ 
ed  by  the  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  and  the  Methodist  Radio  and 
Film  Commission,  will  be  premiered 
simultaneously  in  22  cities  in  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana,  Thursday 
evening,  February  23,  according  to 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  and  the  three 
chairmen  of  the  three  conference 
Boards  of  Temperance  in  the  two 
states,  Rev.  John  L.  Tucker,  Mag¬ 
nolia,  Rev.  Frank  C.  Collins,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Rev.  Raymond  Dorman, 
Wilson.  The  showings  will  be  the 
first  in  any  local  church  in  the  na¬ 
tion,  according  to  Bishop  Martin, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  General 
Board  of  Temperance. 

Members  and  visitors  from  local 
churches  are  invited  to  attend  the 
showing  nearest  to  them,  one  of  the 
centrally  located  places  in  the  22 
districts  of  the  Area. 

Bishop  Martin  has  made  a  record¬ 
ing  which  will  be  used  to  introduce 
the  film  at  each  showing  so  the 
22  separate  programs  throughout  the 
Area  will  be  identical.  Following 
the  premiere,  the  films  will  remain 
in  the  District  and  will  be  scheduled 
for  showings  at  various  churches 
during  the  next  few  weeks.  The  film 
will  be  released  for  showing  in 
Methodist  churches  across  the  na¬ 
tion,  February  26. 

The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  led 
the  whole  church  in  giving  toward 
the  $100,000  cost  of  the  production 
according  to  Dr.  Caradine  Hoot- 
on,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Temperance 
which  has  its  headquarters  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  The  Arkansas-  Louisi¬ 
ana  Area  was  chosen  for  t]?e  pre¬ 
miere  showing  because  of  its  sub¬ 
stantial  contribution  toward  the 
film’s  cost. 


“Far  From  Alone”  was  filmed  for 
the  church  by  the  Jam  Handy  Or¬ 
ganization,  in  Hollywood,  and  pro¬ 
fessional  actors  make  up  the  cast. 
The  story  takes  place  on  a  college' 
campus,  and  through  a  story  on  cam¬ 
pus  life,  illustrates  how  present  day 
pressure  group  can  influence  the 
youth  of  the  nation. 


°f  °Ur  m°st  serious  social  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  day  in  its  presentation 
of  a  pressure  group  in  action,  but 
it  also  tells  an  interesting  story  in 
a  very  interesting  way,”  the  Bishop 
said. 

The  film  will  be  shown  at  the 
following  places,  Feb.  23: 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
A  A^e^andr ,  aDi  str ict  ■  First  Methodist  Ch„ 
B  Hammond6  District>  First  Methodist  Ch„ 
LLafayteUeDiStriCt’  First  Methodist  Ch.. 
L  LakehCharSle?1StriCt'  FirSt  Methodist  Ch„ 
MMonroeDiStriCt’  FirSt  Methodist  Church, 

NeJ  District-  Carrollton  Avenue 

Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 

Rusto°iStriCt'  Trillity  Methodist  Church, 

ShIeYeP°rt  District,  Morningside  Metho- 
d  -st  Church,  Shreveport  at  7  o'clock;  and 
at  Broadmoor  Methodist  at  8  o’clock 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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WHEN  “COMPREHEND” 
MEANS  “OVERCOME” 

The  word  “comprehend”  comes 
from  a  Latin  verb  which  means  to 
seize  or  grasp.  The  primary  refer¬ 
ence  of  the  Latin  comprehendere 
was  to  the  physical  laying  hold  of 
something;  but  it  readily  acquired 
a  secondary  meaning,  and  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  intellectual  grasp  or 
understanding  of  a  matter.  In  the 
sixteenth  century  the  English  word 
“comprehend”  was  employed  in  both 
.  the  physical  and  the  intellectual 
senses,  as  was  also  the  related  word 
“apprehend”.  Today  the  physical 
sense  of  “comprehend”  is  obsolete, 
while  “apprehend”  retains  both 
senses. 

For  this  reason  the  translation  of 
John  1.5  in  the  King  James  Version 
has  now  become  misleading:  “The 
light  shineth  in  darkness;  and  the 
darkness  comprehended  it  not.”  That 
seems  to  the  reader  of  today  to  be 
a  statement  concerning  the  stupidity 
of  those  who  were  in  the  dark,  and 
their  lack  of  understanding.  The 
translation  by  the  American  Stand¬ 
ard  Version  is  better — “The  darkness 
apprehended  it  not” — but  it  is  still 
open  to  the  same  misunderstand¬ 
ing. 

The  best  translation  is  that  which 
was  given  in  the  marginal  note  of 
the  American  Standard  Version,  and 
has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version:  “the  dark¬ 
ness  has  not  overcome  it.”  The  open¬ 
ing  sentences  of  John’s  Gospel  con¬ 
cerning  the  Word  in  whom  is  life 
and  who  is  the  light  of  men  do  not 
close  with  the  anti-climatic  idea  that 
it  is  all  very  puzzling,  but  with  the 
triumphant  assertion  that  the  light 
dispels  the  darkness,  and  that  the 
darkness  can  not  overcome  the  light. 
Here  is  the  present  rendering  of  the 
first  five  verses  of  the  Gospel  of 
John: 

“In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God.  He  was  in  the 
beginning  with  God;  all  things  were 
made  through  him,  and  without 
him  was  not  anything  made  that  was 
made.  In  him  was  life,  and  the 
life  was  the  light  of  men.  The  light 
shines  in  the  darkness,  and  the  dark¬ 
ness  has  not  overcome  it.” 

Other  modern  translations  have 
“did  not  master  it”  (Moffatt);  “has 
never  put  it  out”  (Goodspeed,  Phil¬ 
lips);  “has  never  overpowered  it” 
(Weymouth,  Twentieth  Century, 
Williams);  “overcame  it  lot”  Tor- 
rey);  “did  not  conquer  it”  (Rieu). 


ON  BEING  TACTFUL 

“To  be  tactful  is  the  art  of  putting 
yourself  in  the  other  man’s  place, 
and  of  saying  what  we  would  like 
to  have  said  and  done  to  ourselves 
under  similar  circumstances.  It  rises 
out  of  intelligence,  sympathy  and  a 
wholesome  respect  for  personality. 
But  tactfulness  must  never  descent 
to  deceit  and  untruthfulness.  It 
does  not  indicate  weakness  of  char¬ 
acter  but  strength.  It  takes  a  very 
alert  person  mentally  to  be  tactful. 
It  is  the  leader’s  greatest  asset.  The 
12th  Commandment  is  ‘Thou  shalt 


Teen-Age  Survey 
Reveals  Interesting 
Views 

Evansville,  Ind  (NC) — Evansville 
high  school  students  must  have  giv¬ 
en  their  elders  a  shock  recently. 
More  than  half  of  1500  teen-agers  in 
the  five  public  high  schools  “want 
to  live  elsewhere  if  at  all  possible.” 

This  was  reported  at  a  junior  fam¬ 
ily  life  youth  Sunday  seminar  in 
Methodist  Temple,  attended  by  more 
than  800,  and  held  a  day  in  advance 
of  a  community  Family  Life  Clinic. 
The  young  people  conducted  in  adr 
vance  a  survey  of  opinion  on  a  wide 
range  of  subjects.  The  project  was 
sponsored  by  the  city’s  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement  and  the 
family  life  department  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Another  fourth  of  the  teen-agers 
say  they  will  stay  in  town  “only  if 
I  get  a  good  job.”  The  remaining 
fourth  like  it  in  Evansville  and  in¬ 
tend  to  stay. 

A  third  of  the  city’s  high  school 
youtfy  say  they  do  not  go  either  to 
church  or  Sunday  school,  and  more 
than  half  never  attend  youth  fel¬ 
lowship  meetings.  The  vast  majority 
of  the  non-churchgoers  are  boys 
and  give  such  exbuses  as  “Grown  up, 
don’t  have  to,”  “People  who  go  aren’t 
any  better,”  “Have  to  dress  up  (to 
go).” 

“What  can  the  church  do  to  make 
you  want  to  go  or  go  more  often?” 
they  were  asked.  The  replies,  says 
Michael  Bentzen,  president  of  Unit- 
'  ed  Christian  Youth  Movement,  “are 
illuminating,  not  only  for  their  sin¬ 
cerity,  but  for  the  numbers  who 
give  the  answers.” 

“Sermons  with  more  meaning  for 
young  people,”  said  444.  “Better 
youth  activities,”  said  429.  “Discus¬ 
sion  of  youth  problems”  came  from 
307.  “More  opportunities  for  youth 
participation”— 286.  “Better  explan¬ 
ation  of  meaning  religion”  —  282. 
“More  understanding  of  youth  by 
church” — 263.  “Better  trained  and 
more  interesting  leaders” — 250.  “Less 
criticism  of  youth”  —  245.  “Young 
people  should  feel  more  welcome,” 
noted  212  of  the  teen-agers. 

What  do  they  think  are  their  chief 
problems?  “What  to  do  after  gradua¬ 
tion”  headed  the  list,  followed  by 
“Money.”  “Religion”  was  the  chief 
problem  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent 
of  the  young  people. 

They  disagee  with  their  parents 
over  a  dozen  things,  but  two  sub¬ 
jects  are  far  out  in  front:  spending 
money,  and  staying  out  late. 

Forty  per  cent  of  the  1500  youths 
think  that  the  church  could  give 
courses  in  sex  and  marriage;  20  per 
cent  say  NO;  40  per  cent  are  “on 
the  fence”  on  the  subject. 

On  teen-age  drinking,  the  line  is 
sharply  drawn — almost  50-50.  Half 
see  no  harm  in  it;  half  are  violent¬ 
ly  opposed.  Nearly  two-thirds,  how¬ 
ever,  approve  of  adult  drinking. 

As  to  their  chief  diversion,  almost 
two-thirds  report  “TV  or  radio,” 
not  suprising  when  over  90  per  cent 
of  the  city’s  families  have  a  TV 
set. 

The  study  was  made  in  preparation 
for  the  community  Family  Life  Clin¬ 
ic  tomorrow  and  will  contribute  to 
the  planning  of  a  five  year  program 
by  the  Evansville  United  Christian 
Youth  Movement. 


General  Board  Report  Reveals  Substantial 
Progress  During  Last  Year 

Like  Janus,  the  Roman  god  of  two  faces,  the  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Board  of  Education  looked  backward  to  review  a  year’s  work  and 
forward  to  eye  the  next  four  years  while  in  annual  session  January  17-20 
in  Cincinnati. 

Divisional  meetings  were  directed  by  the  three  vice  presidents:  Bishop 
Paul  N.  Garber  of  Richmond,  Va.,  educational  institutions;  Bishop  Lloyd 
CrWicke  of  Pittsburgh,  editorial;  and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock, 
local  church. 

At  the  closing  session  in  Cincinnati’s  historic  Wesley  Chapel,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins  was  formally  installed  as  the  new  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Division  of  the  Local  Church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Q.  Schisler,  retiring  from  the  post  after  35  years 
of  administrative  work,  was  honored  earlier  by  the  board  at  a  dinner 
meeting.  He  was  given  a  purse,  a  brochure  of  letters  from  friends  and 
co-workers,  an  “Arkansas  Traveler”  member  certificate  from  Gov.  Faubus 
of  his  native  state,  and  the  “gratitiide  and  best  wishes”  of  every  person 
present. 

“I  leave  this  work,  so  dear  to  my  heart,  with  no  regrets  because  it 
is  in  good  hands,”  Dr.  Schisler  said. 

Progress  reports  to  the  88-member  board  by  executive  secretaries  and 
department  heads  included  the  following: 

— A  four -year  net  gain  of  nearly  a  half-million  Methodist  boys  and 
girls  under  12,  advancing  the  church  school  total  in  this  age  group  to 
■—  approximately  2,700,000. 


be  tactful  in  word  and  deed.’  No 
leadership  is  possible  to  the  untact¬ 
ful  person,  for  every  gain  made  by 
hard  effort  will  be  wiped  out  in 
one  moment  of  tactlessness.” — F.  E. 
Wolf,  “Leadership  in  the  New  Age.” 


India  Christians  Speak 
For  "Soul  Force" 

Each  Wednesday,  the  National 
Christian  Council  of  India  has  a 
“Christian  Half  Hour”  broadcast  of 
church-related  news,  views,  and 
opinions  over  one  of  the  nation’s 
leading  stations.  It  is  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Council’s  Radio  Com¬ 
mission,  and  usually  reflects  the 
thinking  of  a  majority  of  India’s 
Christians.  Recently  the  news  re¬ 
porter  of  the  Council’s  “Christian 
Half  Hour”  made  this  broadcast  con¬ 
cerning  Indian- Western  thinking  on 
problems  of  peace  and  goodwill: 

“We  ( Christians  >  wish  to  lend  our 
support  to  all  efforts  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment  to  bring  our  nation  into  friend¬ 
ly  contact  with  all  other  nations. 
It  was  well  that  Prime  Minister 
Nehru  pointed  out  that  the  friend¬ 
ship  which  has  recently  drawn  India 
and  Russia  closer  together  need  not 
arouse  suspicion  or  mistrust  among 
other  nations.  In  this  age  of  power 
politics,  India  is  making  a  bold  ef¬ 
fort  to  set  her  course  in  a  way 
which  will  avoid  the  weaknesses  in¬ 
herent  in  either  Communism  or 
Western  Democracy.  This  is  a  high 
ideal,  and  only  by  fulfilling  it  with¬ 
out  favor  or  prejudice  will  we  be 
able  to  make  our  most  creative  con- 
tribution  to  the  peace  of  the 
world.  .  .  . 

“Certain  recent  pronouncements 
by  Mr.  John  Foster  Dulles,  who  is 
one  of  the  spokesmen  for  the  West¬ 
ern  powers,  has  caused  concern 
among  Christians  in  India.  His  ut¬ 
terances  with  regard  to  God  show 
a  fundamental  lack  of  understand¬ 
ing  and  sympathy.  He  has  shown  an 
even  more  serious  failure  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  role  India  is  playing 
in  modern  Asia.  He  does  not  un¬ 
derstand  nor  use  soul  force,  but  re¬ 
stricts  his  diplomacy  to  military  al¬ 
liances.  He  has  succeeded  in  setting 
up  SEATO  and  the  Bagdad  pact 
among  the  smaller  natioris  of  Asia. 
India  has  rightly  repudiated  these 
military  alliances  which  give  the 
appearance  of  an  encirclement  of 
Russia  and  China. 

“As  Christians  we  look  upon 
military  encirclements  as  funda¬ 
mentally  unchristian  and  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  in  this  world  which  God 
has  made  and  in  which  He  even 
now  rules,  such  encirclements  can¬ 
not  succeed.  Evil  must  be  overcome, 
but  evil  is  not  geographic,  nor  can 
it  be  overcome  by  creating  more 
evil.  Evil  can  only  be  overcome 
by  good.  We,  therefore,  call  for  a 
new  aggressive  striving  for  peace 


•Methodist  youth,  recovering 
from  previous  losses,  registered  a 
net  gain  of  about  125,000  members  in 
-  the  last  three  years  in  response  to 
the  churchwide  “youth  emphasis.” 
The  youth  fund  totaled  $606,493 
compared  to  $82,683  in  1941. 

— Adult  classes,  though  woefully 
weajc  in  some  sections,  now  number 
2,704,615  members  or  41  per  cent 
of  the  church  school  enrollment. 
Young  adults  show  gains. 

— Total  church  school  membership 
expected  to  exceed  6,800,000  when 
all  1955  reports  are  in,  including 
an  annual  net  gain  of  more  than 
200,000  (compared  to  300,000  two 
years  ago.  Attendance  up  4  per  cent 
in  Sunday  classes,  and  6  percent  in 
Sunday  Evening  Fellowship. 

— Incomplete  reports  showed  that 
205,207  church  school  pupils  joined 
the  church  last  year  on  profession 
of  faith,  a  gain  of  nearly  7,000. 

— More  church  school  workers  are 
taking  training  courses — 133,953  a 
year  for  a  gain  of  26,000  since  1951. 

— Circulation  of  church  school 
publications  averaging  better  than 
6  .  million  copies,  but  still  consider¬ 
ably  short  of  churchwide  use. 

— Enrollment  in  116  schools  and 
colleges  related  to  the  board  has 
jumped  10  per  cent  for  the  second 
straight  year  to  current  total  of 
206,845  regular  students,  and  more 
than  75,000  part-time.  This  is  about 
8  per  cent  of  U.  S.  total.  A  50  per 
cent  gain  is  expected  by  1970. 

— Methodist  colleges  'in  1955  re¬ 
ceived  capital  gifts  totaling  $60  mil- 
ion  including  the  $25  million  Ford 
Foundation  grant.  Church  support 
was  $4,549,000  or  about  46c  per  mem¬ 
ber  —  a  15  ped  cent  gain.  The  10 
seminaries  received  $682,219  from 
the  church,  and  Wesley  Foundation 
student  centers  $650,000.  Race  Re¬ 
lations  Sunday  offerings  reached 
a  new  high  of  $292,520  for  support 
of  13  Negro  colleges.  Student  Day 
(Continued  from  page  3) 

in  which  the  Christian  virtues  of 
forgiving,  patience,  the  appeal  to 
the  higher  and  finer  nature  of  man, 
a  growing  understandng  and  mutual 
confidence,  become  the  basis  of  this 
new  movement!  Hatred,  ill  will, 
coercion,  and  encirclement  cannot 
but  fail,  for  they  instill  in  oppon¬ 
ents  a  greater  determination  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  We  believe  it  is  time  that 
Christian  virtures  be  given  a  chance. 
We  cannot  be  sure  they  will  succeed 
for  up  to  the  present  they  have  not 
been  tried.  It  would  be  more  noble 
to  die  for  a  good  cause  than  for  an 
evil  one  and  we  feel  confident  that 
good  will  triumph. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Two 


MISSIONS  BOARD 
APPROPRIATES 
$18,229,886 

A  total  appropriation  of  $18,229,- 
886  was  voted  by  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  its 
annual  meeting  for  the  carrying  on 
0f  its  missionary  services  at  home 
and  overseas  for  the  fiscal  year  be¬ 
ginning  June  1,  1956.  This  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $1,000,813  over  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  the  previous  year. 

Of  this  grand  total,  $7,549,409  was 
appropriated  for  work  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  World  Missions  in  some 
thirty-five  countries  around  the 
world.  The  Division  of  National 
Missions  appropriated  $2,605,172  for 
its  work  in  the  United  States  and 
in  outlying  American  possessions. 
The  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  appropriated  a  total  of  $8,- 
075,305  for  its  missionary  service 
both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
twenty-nine  overseas  countries. 


“We  ought  to  go  back  to  pastor¬ 
ates  limited  to  four  years,”  said  two 
prominent  lay  people  in  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  victims  of  long  pas¬ 
torates. 

The  church  limits  the  years  a 
superintendent  may  serve  on  a  dis¬ 
trict.  Should  it  also,  limit  the  years 
a  pastor  may  serve  in  a  church? 

Is  what’s  good  for  the  goose  also 
good  for  the  gander? 

Everybody  is  agreed  that  it  /  is 
I  good  for  the  “goose”  to  get  off  the 
district  after  a  fixed  term.  Could 
I  they  all  agree  that  the  “gander” 
ought  to  get  out  of  a  local  church 
at  the  end  of  a  given  number  of 
years? 

If  the  superintendent  or  the  pas¬ 
tor  can’t  do  his  work  in  a  reason¬ 
able  time  (six  or  four  years),  some 
are  saying,  it  stands  to  reason  he 
can’t  do  it,  ever. 

Would  a  pastor’s  life  and  work 
be  MORE  fruitful  in  four  pastorates 
of  four  years  each  than  they  would 
be  in  one  pastorate  of  sixteen  years? 

Would  the  life  and  ministry  of  a 
church  be  MORE  fruitful  under 
four  successful  pastorates  of  four 
years  each  than  they  would  be  un- 
;  der  one  successful  pastorate  of  six¬ 
teen  years? 

Many  feel  that  long  pastorates 
rob  (1)  the  pastors  of  them,  (2)  peo- 
!  pie  in  them,  and  (3)  the  pastors  who 
otherwise  would  serve  them. 

Is  it  not  true,  as  a  rule,  that 
churches  thrive  under  the  ministries 
of  fresh  personalities  and  personali¬ 
ties  grow  in  response  to  fresh 
churches? 

Is  it  not  selfish  for  one  church  to 
retain  one  pastor  for  the  major  part 
of  his  active  ministry  —  selfish  in 
not  sharing  him  with  other 
churches,  and  selfish  in  not  sharing 
hs  life  with  other  pastors? 

Does  it  not  lose?  Does  not  its 
longtime  pastor  lose?  Do  not  its 
Possible  pastors  lose?  Do  not  other 
churches  lose? 

A  successful  pastor  continues  to 
serve  the  church  he  leaves,  for 
Christian  fellowship  does  not  de¬ 
pend  upon  physical  proximity. 
Memory  makes  him  minister  still. 

Would  not  four  beloved  pastors 
be  more  enriching  than  one,  ever  so 
beloved? 

So  the  questions  pile  up.  Those 
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Winners  In  1956 
Hymn  Contest  Named 

Chicago  (NC)  —  A  South  Caro¬ 
lina  schoolteacher  turned  director 
of  Christian  Education  and  a  Wis¬ 
consin  pastor  just  a  year  out  of  di¬ 
vinity  school  are  the  authors  of  the 
two  hymns  selected  by  the  Hymn 
Society  of  America  in  the  1956 
hymn-writing  project  co-sponsored 
by  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement  in  connection  with  the 
celebration  of  Youth  Week. 

The  announcement  was  made 
jointly  by  Rev.  Deane  Edwards, 
New  York,  president  of  the  hymn 
society,  and  Rev.  A.  Wilson  Cheek, 
Chicago,  executive  secretary  of  the 
United  Christian  Youth  Movement. 
The  contest  was  for  writers  under 
age  30. 

“Come  Forth,  O  Christian  Youth,” 
to  the  tune  of  “Diademata,”  was 
written  by  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Jack- 
son,  director  of  Christian  education 
at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Anderson,  S.  C.  “O  God  of  Truth, 
The  Power  of  Nations  Free,”  to  the 
tune  of  “Toulon,”  was  the  second, 
wiitten  by  Rev.  Daniel  B.  Merrick, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  the  United  Church 
(Baptist  and  Disciples  of  Christ), 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  Both  hymns  were 
based  on  the  Youth  Week  theme  of 
“Our  Citizenship  Under  Christ.” 

Hymns  from  all  over  the  country 
were  sent  in  response  to  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  hymn  society  and  UCYM 
for  young  people  to  submit  com¬ 
positions. 

Believes  Audio-Visual 
Aids  Effective 

The  future  is  bright  for  the  use 
of  audio-visuals  in  religious  educa¬ 
tion,  and  television  is  proving  to  be 
“an  effective  and  versatile  medium 
of  communication”  between  the 
church  and  the  general  public, 
Methodist  Bishop  Donald  H.  Tip¬ 
pett  of  San  Francisco  believes. 

“It  is  our  desire  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  make  a  major  contri¬ 
bution  in  this  field,  not  only  in  co¬ 
operation  with  our  own  boards 
and  agencies  but  with  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  as  well,” 
Bishop  Tippett  told  members  and 
staff  representatives  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Radio  and  Film  Commission. 

He  is  president  of  the  commis¬ 
sion,  which  held  its  annual  meeting 
in  January  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Methodists  have  contributed 
$234,000  in  the  last  two  years  to  a 
special  “television  ministry”  fund, 
the  commission  was  told. 


two  lay  people  can  ask  still  more 
that  sting. 


Church  Attendance  Sets  Record  In  1955 

New  York  (NC)— Church  attendance  set  an  all-time  record  in  1955. 
Approximately  49,600,000  persons — 49  per  cent  of  the  total  adult  popula¬ 
tion — attended  services  in  the  average  week  during  the  year,  according 
to  the  results  of  a  sample  poll  made  by  the  American  Institute  of  Public 
Opinion. 

The  figure  represents  an  increase  of  12,200,000  a  week  over  1950  and 
2,600,000  over  1954.  It  compares  with  slightly  more  than  one  third  (37  per 
cent)  of  the  adult  population  who  reported  they  attended  church  in  1940 
and  39  per  cent  in  1950.  It  is  based  on  surveys  made  by  the  Institute  dur¬ 
ing  sample  weeks  in  February,  May,  June,  September  and  December  and 
reported  in  a  coyprighted  story  by  Institute  director,  Dr.  George  Gallup. 
The  report  appeared  in  approximately  100  leading  U.  S.  newspapers  that 


Plans  Progressing  For 
Nat'l  Church  Center 

New  York  —  The  contract  for 
architectural  and  engineering  serv¬ 
ices  for  the  $15,000,000  national 
church  center  to  be  constructed  on 
Morningside  Heights,  was  signed 
January  31  at  an  informal  dinner 
meeting  at  the  Vanderbilt  Hotel. 

Edmund  F.  Wagner,  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  church 
center  announced  that  two  archi¬ 
tectural  firms  had  been  engaged  to 
collaborate  in  the  planning:  the 
New  York  firm  of  Voorhees,  Walk¬ 
er,  Smith  &  Smith  and  the  Boston 
firm  of  Collens,  Willis  —  Beckonert. 

Wm.  J.  Demorest,  chairman  of 
the  building  committee,  said  it  was 
expected  that  the  block-long  build¬ 
ing  approximating  17  stories  in 
height,  would  be  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy  late  in  1958.  It  will  provide 
a  parking  area  below  the  street. 
Actual  construction  may  start  late 
this  summer,  Mr.  Demorest  added. 

The  building  will  be  erected  on 
Riverside  Drive  in  the  block  be¬ 
tween  119th  and  120th  Street  im¬ 
mediately  south  of  the  Riverside 
Church.  The  property,  as  previous¬ 
ly  announced  eight  months  ago, 
was  made  available  under  a  99-year 
lease  by  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 

The  national  church  center  will 
house  certain  offices  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptis^Convention,  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Curch,  U.  S.  A.,  the  Reform¬ 
ed  Church  in  America,  as  well  as 
being  the  headquarters  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  which 
now  has  offices  scattered  in  eight 
different  buildings  in  the  Gramercy 
Park  section  of  Manhattan.  All  of 
these  churches  and  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  are  in¬ 
vesting  beneficiary  groups. 

Mr.  Wagner  also  noted  the  church 
center  would  provide  an  office  for 
the  General  Council  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Christian  Churches  and 
house  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  the  New  York 
office  of  the  World  Council  of 


subscribe  to  the  Gallup  service. 

Easter  Sunday  services  drew  the 
biggest  congregations.  A  special 
survey  shows  60,400,000  persons  — 
nearly  six  in  ten  adult  Americans — 
were  in  church  that  day. 

An  analysis  of  study  figures  in¬ 
dicates  church-going  is  about  the 
same  in  all  sections  of  the  country, 
except  in  the  Far  West  where  the 
figures  are  “substantially  lower,” 
and  shows  little  variance  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year.  It  found  Catholics  were  gen¬ 
erally  more  faithful  in  attendance 
(74  per  cent)  than  Protestants  (42 
per  cent)  and  Protestants  than  Jews 
(27  per  cent).  Women  outnumbered 
men  (54  per  cent  to  43  per  cent)  and 
college  graduates  outnumbered  high 
school  graduates  (53  per  cent  to  49 
per  cent),  who  in  turn  outnumbered 
those  who  had  attended  only  grade 
school,  (47.  per  cent). 


GENERAL  BOARD  REPORT 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
offerings  totaled  more  than  $200,000 
for  scholarships. 

— The  board’s  total  loans  to  col¬ 
lege  students  will  reach  a  record 
high  of  about  $1,416,000  this  quad- 
rennium. 

— Methodist  scholarships  were 
awarded  to  4,301  students  during 
the  last  year,  the  grants  totaling 
$1,428,240. 

— The  church  has  126  Wesley 
Foundation  workers  at  state  and  pri¬ 
vate  schools,  and  104  directors  of 
religious  life  on  Methodist  campuses. 

Looking  toward  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  April,  the  board  endorsed 
the  proposed  churchwide  emphasis 
on  higher  education  and  the  local 
church.  The  four-year  program  is 
designed  to  expand  to  strengthen 
the  total  work  of  local  churches  and 
Methodist-related  colleges,  universi¬ 
ties  and  seminaries. 

Churches,  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council,  the  Commission  on 
the  Churches  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs,  the  Hymn  Society  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  the  United  Board  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Colleges  in  China. 


Church  Leaders  to  Visit  Russia  Next  Month 


New  York  (NC) — A  deputation  of  eight  U.  S. 
Protestant  leaders  will  make  a  ten-day  visit  to  Russia 
in  March  for  conversations  with  Christian  leaders  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  it  was  announced  recently. 

The  deputation  will  be  the  first  broadly  represen¬ 
tative  Protestant  group  to  visit  the  Soviet  Union  from 
the  U.  S.  since  the  Bolshevik  revolution. 

The  deputation  was  selected  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  and  will  travel  to  Russia  under  Coun¬ 
cil  sponsorship. 

The  visit  will  mark  the  first  phase  of  a  two-way 
visit  that  will  bring  Russian  churchmen  to.  the  U.  S. 
next  June  to  be  guests  of  the  National  Council  for  a 
period  of  about  ten  days. 

The  two-way  visit,  the  first  ever  undertaken,  will 
afford  an  opportunity  for  extended  talks  and  exchange 
of  views  on  the  life  and  work  of  the  churches  in  the 
two  countries,  including  the  efforts  of  the  churches  di¬ 
rected  toward  achieving  a  just  and  durable  peace. 

Public  announcement  that  a  two-way  visit  has 


been  arranged  in  negotiations  begun  last  June  was 
made  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  president  of  the 
National  Council,  at  this  morning’s  opening  session  of 
the  two-day  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Council’s  govern¬ 
ing  General  Board,  convened  Feb.  1  and  2,  in  New 
York  City. 

“We  cannot  say  what  effect  the  establishment  of 
closer  relations  between  Christians  of  the  two  countries 
will  have  in  improving  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union,”  Dr.  Blake  commented. 
“We  believe  that  improved  relations  between  nations 
requires  a  frank  and  honest  recognition  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  that  prevail  between  them.”  He  assured  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  that  the  American  churchmen  “will  rep¬ 
resent  vigorously  our  convictions  on  the  moral  issues 
underlying  the  tensions  prevailing  in  the  world  today.” 

The  deputation  is  scheduled  to  leave  by  commer¬ 
cial  airline  for  Moscow  on  March  9,  from  New  York  and 
return  to  the  U.  S.  on  March  22.  It  includes  members 
of  the  Baptist,  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Congregational 
Christian  and  Episcopal  churches.  " 
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Editorial 


LArea  & o  ^fave  'Vremeire  Showing 

UNIQUE  in  the  history  of  the  development  of  audio-visual 
aids  by  churches  is  the  premiere  showing  in  22  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  cities  of  the  new  temperance  film,  “Far  From 
Alone”  on  Thursday  evening,  February  23.  Produced  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Temperance  of  The  Methodist  Church,  and  made  by 
the  Jam  Handy  organization  in  Hollywood  with  a  professional 
cast,  “Far  From  Alone”  will  be  screened  in  this  Area  for  the  first 
time  in  any  local  churches  through  an  arrangement  worked  out 
by  the  General  Board  in  cooperation  with  the  three  annual  con¬ 
ferences’  Boards  of  Temperance,  the  22  district  superintendents 
and  pastors  of  churches  where  the  premieres  will  be  held. 

Methodists  in  this  Area  will  remember  that  during  the  past 
two  years  offerings  have  been  received  for  underwriting  the  cost 
of  this  production.  It  is  because  of  the  liberality  of  Methodists  of 
this  Area  to  this  project  that  its  premiere  showing  will  be  held  in 
these  two  states,  according  to  Dr.  Caradine  Hooton,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Board.  At  a  showing  last  week  at  Minister’s 
Week  in  Dallas,  Dr.  Hooton  expressed  publicly  his  appreciation 
to  this  Area  for  its  support  financially,  and  to  Bishop  Martin, 
president  of  the  Board,  whose  leadership  has  contributed  much 
to  the  development  of  the  Board’s  program. 

Those  who  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  the  preview  in  Dallas 
readily  testify  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  film.  It  deals  with  the 
subtle  pressure  which  the  beverage  alcohol  industry  is  able  to 
bring  to  bear  on  society  in  general  and  a  young  man  in  particular 
in  the  advertising  and  use  of  its  products!  The  production  has 
been  directed  especially  toward  youth,  but  its  message  will  be  ap¬ 
preciated  by  all  who  are  interested  in  promoting  sobriety.  The 
film  is  a  marked  departure  from  the  usual  type  of  temperance 
movies,  but  nonetheless  effectively  points  up  the  insidious,  de¬ 
ceitful,  cunning  methods  which  the  beverage  alcohol  industry  em¬ 
ploys  to  keep  its  products  socially  acceptable. 

We  urge  every  Methodist  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  to  take 
advantage  of  this  unprecented  opportunity  to  attend  the  premiere 
showing  nearest  your  home.  A  list  of  the  locations  of  the  show¬ 
ings  is  published  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  We  believe  that  you  will" 
be  persuaded  that  this  film  should  have  an  even  wider  showing 
after  you  have  seen  it  yourself. 

Communism  & he  LA  vowed  Enemy 
Of  c&he  (Snristian  Qhurch 

RECENTLY  the  Communist  party  in  Poland  was,  in  effect,  dis¬ 
banded.  All  card  carrying  members  were  asked  to  surrender 
their  cards.  In  reorganization,  cards  are  to  be  reissued  only 
to  those  party  members  who  for  themselves  and  members  of  their 
families  renounce  all  relationship  with  the  Christian  church.  In 
some  instances  communism  makes  a  pretense  of  toleration  but, 
when  the  final  test  comes,  communism  is  the  avowed,  relentless 
enemy  of '"Christianity. 

It  should  surprise  no  one  that  just  recently  Communist  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  United  Nations  again  rejected  the  proposal  of  audible 
prayers  at  the  opening  of  sessions!  The  Christian  church  cannot 
take  lightly  the  fact  that  today  possibly  a  billion  people  live  in 
communist  countries  whose  leaders  seriously  and  almost  fanatic¬ 
ally  declare  their  purpose  to  destroy  Christianity. 

While  Christian  leaders  may  differ  in  their  judgment  as  the 
proper  course  to  pursue  in  meeting  the  challenge  communism 
brings,  there  is  no  longer  reason  to  doubt  the  seriousness  of  the 
danger  communism  poses  for  the  Christian  church. 

£ Beginning  Of  Lent 

WITH  all  of  our  highly  developed  business  and  community 
life,  with  the  many  activities  which  center  in  and  around 
local  churches,  and  with  all  of  the  concern  for  the  resolv¬ 
ing  of  today’s  social  issues,  we  are  apt  to  forget,  oftentimes,  the 
fundamental  purpose  of  our  personal  pilgrimage:  the  develop¬ 


ment  of  spiritual  lives  that  are  so  filled  with  the  spirit  and  like¬ 
ness  of  Christ  that  we  are  ready  at  all  times  to  give  an  acceptable 
account  of  the  stewardship  of  life  itself.  Too  often  we  substitute 
activity  for  reflection;  committee  meetings  for  worship;  crowded 
schedules  for  dedication;  a  search  for  security  for  a  search  for 
righteousness;  pleasure  for  purity;  and  our  “place”  in  the  eyes  of 
others  and  self  for  our  standing  before  God. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  Lenten  season  on  Ash  Wednesday 
and  this  Week  of  Dedication,  Christians  have  the  beginning  of  a 
period  which  once  again  brings  into  focus  the  proper  relationship 
between  those  aspects  of  life  which  count  for  much  or  count  for 
little.  During  this  period  through  Easter,  the  spiritual  is  supreme¬ 
ly  elevated  and  one’s  personal  commitment  is  re-examined  in  the 
light,  of  another  year  of  living. 

Lent  can  be  a  time  of  living  as  usual,  or  it  can  be  a  period  of 
soul  searching,  spiritual  reflection  and  new  dedication.  May  it  be 
the  later  for  each  one  of  us. 


( Conclusions  'Without  LA  Reason 

THE  writer  once  heard  Dr.  James  A.  Anderson,  a  great  philoso¬ 
pher  in  his  day  as  he  was  also  a  great  preacher,  say,  “When 
a  person  reaches  a  conclusion  without  a  reason  one  can¬ 
not  reason  him  out  of  such  a  conclusion.”  Which  is  to  say  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  reason  a  person  out  of  a  conclusion  which,  in  its 
origin,  was  not  based  on  reason. 

Unfortunately  it  is  quite  possible  and  not  too  uncommon  to 
find  some  people  who  arrive  at  conclusions  that  are  based  largely 
on  prejudice,  emotions,  sentiment,  feelings.  When  we  can  say  def¬ 
initely  that  we  have  reached  certain  conclusions  or  decisions  be¬ 
cause  of  existing  conditions  or  fapts,  as  we  see  therh,  we  do  have 
a  reason,  of  some  character,  for  our  conclusions. 

However,  when  we  attempt  to  give  ourselves  or  others  a  real 
reason  for  our  conclusions  and  find  that  we  can  get  no  further  than 
“just  because,”  it  should  be  right  good  evidence  to  ourselves  that 
our  conclusions  rest  on  a  very  nebulous  foundation. 

We  raise  the  question,  in  this  article,  about  “Conclusions  with¬ 
out  a  reason”  because  today  we  face  so  many  perplexing  problems, 
national,  international  as  well  as  local,  that  make  imperative  clear, 
sensible,  balanced  judgment  if  we  are«to  avoid  mistakes  that  could 
be  extremely  hurtful  and  in. some  cases  might  prove  fatal. 

In  international  relations  our  conclusions  must  be  based  on 
reason  and  right  attitudes.  There  is  little  room  here  for  “second 
guessing”  since,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  experts,  there  might  not 
be  a  second  chance  if  we  stumble  into  a  war.  We  face  national 
problems  that  can  never  be  solved  by  “snap  judgment”  or  self¬ 
ish  thinking.  We  face  local  problems  that  could  become  explosive  j 
unless  our  conclusions  and  decisions  are  based  on  real  reasons  born  | 
of  sound  judgment  and  Christian  reasonableness. 

It  was  the  writer  of  I  Peter  who  exhorts  us  to  “be  ready  al¬ 
ways  to  give  ...  a  REASON  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you.”  As  we 
face  our  world  today,  we  should  be  careful  to  undergird  our  de¬ 
cisions  with  a  real  reason — a  Christian  reason — that  can  stand  un¬ 
ashamed  at  the  bar  of  our  own  conscience. 


CROP  REPORTS  ON  OVERSEAS  RELIEF  SHIPMENTS 

Elkhart,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  Christian  Rural  Overseas  Program  (CROP) 
received  $924,000  in  contributed  commodities  and  cash  in  1955  and  dis¬ 
tributed  more  than  12,000  tons  of  food  in  25  countries  during  the  year, 
Albert  W.  Farmer,  national  director,  reported  at  its  10th  annual  meeting 
iiere. 

Some  2,000  tons  of  the  foods  distributed  abroad  were  received  as  direct 
contributions  from  Protestant  church  people,  largely  those  in  rural  areas, 
Mr.  Farmer  said.  The  other  10,000  tons  were  surplus  foods  made  available 
by  the  government  and  shipp'ed  overseas  at  CROP’S  expense. 

CROP  is  administered  by  Church  World  Service,  relief  agency  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  ^ 

State  CROP  directors  from  15  offices  serving  19  states  attended  the 
meeting  at  the  agency’s  national  headquarters  here  along  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  cooperating  agencies. 

Four  state  CROP  directors  were  given  citations  for  outstanding  work 
during  the  1955  campaign  and  another  for  long  service  to  the  organization. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


HUMAN  NATURE 


■Hi 


Consider  how  much  told  water  has  been  poured  on  the  world’s  ideals 
through  the  spout  of  these  words,  “You  can’t  change  human  nature.” 

For  instance,  a  civic  reform  begins  to  stir  a  city.  Earnest  citizens 
arouse  themselves  to  cleanse  the  community  of  vice  and  corruption.  Then 
the  cynics  come  forth  with  their  sneering  comment, 
“You  can’t  change  human  nature”;  and  the  reform 
movement  is  left  limping  half-heartedly  toward  an 
ignoble  end. 

Again,  millions  of  youth  are  enlisted  in  a  war 
with  the  promise  of  insuring  a  peaceful  world.  They 
struggle,  they  die,  many  come  back  crippled,  and  the 
rest  return  t«*  meet  the  pressimistic  prattle:  “But  after 
all  you  can’t  change  human  nature;  man  is  a  fighting 
animal,  always  has  been,  always  will  be;  therefore 
wars  are  inevitable.”  And  succumbing  to  such  skeptic¬ 
ism,  the  survivors  of  one  war  begin  to  prepare  for 
another  and  international  peace  ■  machinery  like  the  United  Nations  is 
weakened. 


The  'late  Benito  Mussolini,  whose  so-called  dynamic  realism  twenty- 
five  years  ago  was  impressing  his  own  people  and  many  of  ours,  declared, 
“There  is  no  revolution  which  can  change  human  nature.”  Holding  this 
belief,  he  banked  on  humanity’s  worst-elements,  capitalized  its  greeds, 
developed  its  deceitfulness,  until  "at  last  he  became  the  victim  of  its 
brutality  and  was  left  hanging  by  the  heels,  reviled  by  his  own  revolution¬ 
ists,  whose  nature  certainly  he  had  not  changed. 

But  this  pessimism  about  the  possible  improvement  of  human  nature 
runs  counter  to  the  convictions  of  our  leading  psychologists,  philosophers 
and  religions. 


Professor  Hocking,  formerly  of  Harvard,  asserts  that  human  nature 
is  the  most  plastic  part  of  the  living  world.  Of  all  animals,  it  is  man 
in  whom  heredity  counts  for  least  and  conscious  building  forces  for  most. 


Consider  that  man’s  infancy  is  longest,  his  instincts  least  fixed,  his  brain 
most  unfinished  at  birth.  Man  differs  from  other  living  beings  in  the  vim 
and  deliberate  intention  of  his  self -shaping.  Hocking  sums  up  by  saying: 
“To  anyone  who  asserts  as  a  dogma,  ‘Human  nature  never  changes,’  it 
is  fair  to  reply,  ‘It  is  human  nature  to  change  itself’.” 

And  when  we  turn  to  the  sphere  of  religion,  we  find  that  the  great 
ethnic  faiths  have  spoken  ill  of  original  human  nature,  but  they  never 
despair  of  its  possibilities.  Our  own  Hebrew-Christian  faith  holds  ever 
before  men  the  promise,  of  improvement  up  toward  the  image  of  God. 
The  prevailing  attitude  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets  is  in  line  with 
Isaiah’s  passage:  “Come  now  and  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord; 
though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow.” 

Hugh  Price  Hughes,  a  longtime  missionary  in  London’s  slums  was 
once  challenged  by  an  atheist  to  a  public  debate  on  religious  faith.  Hughes 
said  he  would  accept,  provided  each  debater  could  bring  some  products 
of  his  work.  He  was  ready  to  exhibit  any  number  of  ex-drunkards, 
purified  prostitutes,  reformed  thieves.  The  atheist  had  no  such  results 
to  show,  so  the  debate  never  came  off.  Religion  does  change  lives. 

Among  all  these  assertions  about  men  made  over,  consider  this  one 
by  Saint  Paul:  “Seeing  that  ye  have  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds 
and  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge  after 
the  image  of  him  that  created  him.” 

Paul  is  reminding  us  that  remaking  ourselves  is  a  continuing  process. 
In  my  boyhood  community  revival  services  were  held  each  winter  and 
usually  a  number  would  be  converted.  Then  during  the  summer  some 
would  “backslide.”  (I  haven’t  used  that  word  much  lately  because  in  New 
York  my  people  don’t  get  far  enough  ahead  to  skid  back.)  Their  wills 
had  been  converted  but  their  tastes  had  not.  And  they  slipped  back  to  what 
they  liked  to  do. 

Sometimes  we  are  converted  in  our  passions  but  not  in  our  pocket- 
books.  We  are  decent  but  we  are  stingy.  Sometimes  we  are  converted  in 
our  religious  sentiments  but  not  in  our  politics.  We  are  pious  in  our 
prayers  but  vote  our  prejudices. 

On  Wednesday  of  this  week  Lent  begins.  The  Lenten  season  is  the 
traditional  time  for  spiritual  overhauling  and  renewal.  Let’s  see  what 
parts  of  our  nature  need  to  be  changed. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Smck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


THE  BLESSEDNESS  OF  HUNGER 

There  are  so  many  hungry  people  on  earth 
that  one  should  not  speak  lightly  of  the  con¬ 
dition.  More  than  half  the  peoples  of  our  earth 
never  have  enough  to  eat.  We  in  this  wonderfully 
comfortable  land  should  be  very  sensitive  to 
the  physical  needs  of  our  brothers  everywhere, 
including  our  own  land.  For  if  one  thinks  that 
hunger  in  this  country  is  a  result  of  laziness, 
he  is  wrong.  Many  people  even  in  the  United 
States  do  not  have  enough  good  food  for  their 
need,  and  through  no  fault  of  their  own. 

But  there  is  a  brighter  side  to  the  condition 
of  hunger.  It  is  a  sure  sign  of  two  conditions.  If 
a  person  is  hungry,  he  is  both  living  and  grow¬ 
ing.  Anyone  who  has  no  appetite  is  surely  ill. 
He  cannot  grow.  In  fact,  he  cannot  live  unless 
he  has  a  hunger  for  nourishing  food.  Jesus  said 
that  people  who  are  hungry  are  blessed.  But 
He  defined  the  type  of  hunger  that  was  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  them.  He  said,  “Blessed  are  those  who 
hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness.  .'  .  .”  The 
Master  well  knew  that  a  church  which  is  too 
fat  and  self-satisfied  to  feel  a  need  of  the  food 
of  righteousness,  is  a  church  which  will  sure¬ 
ly  die  spiritually.  It  may  have  fairly  good  crowds 
at-the  services.  It  might  even  do  a  creditable  job 
raising  the  budget,  at  least  for  several  years.  It 
might  even  have  a  fair  crowd  out  at  Quarterly 
Conference.  But  anyone  who  observers  it  care¬ 
fully  will  note  that  such  a  church  is  only  pick¬ 
ing  at  its  spiritual  food  as  a  sick  person  would 
at  his  physical  food.  And  that  church  will  cer¬ 
tainly  feed  no  one  else. 

When  we  were  children,  our  parents  were 
happy  when  we  ate  our  food  with  the  zest 
°f  healthy  appetites.  How  much  happier  our 
Heavenly  Father  must  be  when  He  sees  us 
yearning  for  spiritual  food,  and  taking  it  to 
ourselves  with  a  hunger  of  soul  that  certainly 
marks  a  growing  condition.  How  God  must  yearn 
mr  us  to  be  genuinely  hungry  and  thirsty  for 
His  righteousness.  Because  just  as  we  cannot 
make  a  sick  person  take  physical  food,  neither 
S?.n  God  make  a  soul-sick  person  partake  of 
His  eternal  bread  of  life.  We  have  to  want  it 
0  eat  it.  Nor  do  we  need  to  go  hungry  when 
We  really  want  this  kind  of  nourishment.  Jesus 


FEBRUARY  16,  1956 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 


W.  W.  Raid 


SOLILOQUY  IN  A  MIDWEST 
CORNFIELD 

Dr.  Edwin  Moll,  who  has  seen  human  suf¬ 
fering  in  'the  Near  East  and  elsewhere  as  he 
directed  relief  for  the  Lutheran  World  Feder¬ 
ation,  tells  of  his  soliloquy  last  summer  when  he 
was  guest  in  a  “typical  farm  home  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  West”  (U.S.A.). 

“The  frame  house,  immaculately  white  and 
with  spacious  verandas,  had  been  enlarged  from 
time  to  time  as  the  family  grew,”  Dr.  Moll 
reports.  — 

“Typical,  too,  was  the  family  of  my  host 
and  hostess.  It  was  easy  to  see  from  their 
weather-worn,  seamed  faces  and  toil-toughened 
hands  that  they  had  battled  their  way  to  moder¬ 
ate  prosperity  through  long  ^years  of  wrestling 
with  soil.  Droughts  and  floods,  storms,  de¬ 
pressions  and  plagues  had  only  temporarily  halt¬ 
ed  them.  Now  they  were  successful;  so  success¬ 
ful  that  in  the  machine  shed  stood  two  tractors 
and  up-to-date  farm  equipment;  milk  was  draVn 
from  a  herd  of  bloo'ded  Holsteins  by  ingenious 
mechanical  devices;  a  ’54  Pontiac  stood  in  the 
driveway;  the  oldest  son  John  had  graduated 
from  the  school  of  agriculture  at  the  state  uni¬ 
versity,  William  was  a  senior  at  the  theological 
seminary,  Mary  and  Alice  were  at  one  of  our 
colleges,  and  Jimmie  was  the  star  quarterback  in 
high  school.  Gleaming  automatic  appliances  had 
taken  the  drudgery  out  of  housework.  Even  the 
farmer’s  wife  may  watch  television  while  ma¬ 
chines  do  the  dishes  and  the  laundry.  So  felici¬ 
tous  a  condition  prevails  almost  everywhere  in 
the  United  States. 

“Between  cornfield  and  village  stood  long, 
precise  rows  of  circular  galvanized-iron,  govern- 


told  us  that  .  if  we  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness,  we  are  not  only  blessed,  we  are 
also  promised  that  we  shall  be  filled.  No  one 
has  ever  been  turned  away  from  God’s  table. 
It  is  eternally  filled  with  the  goodness  that  we 
need.  It  is  ours  for  the  taking.  In  its  strength 
we  can  help  to  feed  a  world  of  soul-hungry  peo¬ 
ple  who  do  not  know  how  to  come  to  the  divine 
table.  Your  job  and  mine  is  not  only  to  be  fed 
there.  It  is  also  to  bring  others  to  know  the  joy 
of  this  food. 


ment-owned  bins  and  granaries  and  several  long, 
rectangular  warehouses.  The  waxing  mbon  wash¬ 
ed  them  in  a  soft  silvery  glow.  They  were  filled 
to  bursting  with  surplus  corn  and  had  so  been 
for  several  years.  Up  and  down  the  Middle  West 
this  is  a  common  sight.  I  had  read  in  the  New 
York  Times:  ‘The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
had  $7.3  billion  tied  up  in  them  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  .  .  .’ 

“Verily,  Almighty  God  has  flung  wide  open 
the  gates  of  His  treasure’-house  and  is  cascading 
down  upon  the  U.  S.  an  unprecedented  plenty, 
plenty  of  corn,  wheat,  rice,  beans,  butter,  cheese, 
meat,  cotton,  etc.  —  aplenty,  far  tqo  much  of 
it,  for  our  own  use.  We  don’t  know  what  to  do 
with  it!  So  we  store  it  away  under  lock  and 
key,  slowly  and  surely  to  deteriorate  and  grow 
rancid. 

“And  then ^here  chased  across  the  screen  of 
my  mind  a  series  of  graphic  pictures.  I  saw  the 
Arab  refugees,  almost  1,000,000  of  them  among 
whom  I  had  lived  and:  labored  for  well  nigh 
eight  years.  The  sight  of .  them,  their  haggard 
faces  and  spindly  limbs  and  skeletony  bodies 
haunts-fne  night  and  day.  .  .  . 

“I  saw  again  the  multitudes  of  undernourish¬ 
ed  and  hungry  people  in  India  as  I  had  seen 
them  early  in  1955.  I  was  transported  back  to 
Vienna,  Salzburg,  Yugoslavia,  West  Berlin,  etc. 
and  saw  once  more  long  queues  of  pathetic 
refugees  from  behind  the  iron  curtain — emotion¬ 
ally  grateful  for  a  slice  of  bread,  a  pat  of  but¬ 
ter,  a  ration  of  rice,  a  piece  of  cheese.  I  saw 
the  heart-rending  want  of  vast  numbers  of  the 
homeless  in  Korea  and  southeat  Asia. 

One  of  every  60  people  on  earth  is  a  refugee! 
One  of  every  ten  Lutherans  in  the  world  is  a 
refugee!  Two  thirds  of  the  population  of  the 
world  goes  to  bed  every  night  undernourished 
and  hungry!  One  third  of  the  world’s  people 
goes  to  bed  agonizingly  hungry  every  night. 
Here  —  ‘too  much  of  plenty’  —  much  too  much 
of  it.  There  —  ‘too  little  of  enough’  —  much 
too  little  of  it.  .  .  . 


hill.  Suddenly  a  voice  broke  the  deep  hush.  Hi 
was  speaking  to  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  A.  Then 
was  music  of  heaven  in  it  yet  it  gave  an  awe 
some  mandate;  it  throbbed  with  nameless  com 
passion  yet  was  charged  with  stern  compulsion 
To  some,  sadly  limited  in  number,  He  said  ii 
effect:  ‘As  you  fed  the  hungry,  you  fed  ME 
drink  to  the  thirsty,  you  quenche. 
MY  thirst.  What  you  did  to  the  least  of  thes- 
my  brethren  you  did  to  Me.  You  are  blessed  o 
my  Father,.  You  shall  inherit  the  Kingdom 
But  to  the'vast  majority  he  said:  'As  you  neglect 
ed  or  spurned  the  least  of  these  my  brethren 
negated  and  spurned  ME.  Depart  fron 

ME , 


v 
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Government  Issues  Guide  For  Clergy 
On  Social  Security 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
guide  for  ministers,  members  of  re¬ 
ligious  orders  and  Christian  Science 
practitioners  in  obtaining  social  se¬ 
curity  coverage  was  issued  here  by 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Commissioner  Russell  Chase 
Harrington,  in  a  formal  statement, 
reminded  clergymen  that  in  filing 
their  income  tax  returns  for  1955 
they  must  make  a  personal  elec¬ 
tion  as  to  whether  they  want  social 
security  coverage. 

Such  election,  he  said,  must  be 
made  on  Form  2031  which  will  be 
supplied  by  any  district  office  of 
the  service. 

If  coverage  is  elected,  the  clergy¬ 
man  will  be  considered  “self-em¬ 
ployed”  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  social  security  tax,  even  though 
he  receives  a  salary  from  a  reli¬ 
gious  organization. 

In  addition  to  filing  his  individ¬ 
ual  income  tax  return  (Form  1040) 
the  clergyman  must  also  obtain  and 
file  the  so-called  “Schedule  C” 
which  is  entitled  “Profit  (or  Loss) 
From  Business  or  Profession.” 

Part  3  of  this  schedule  is  used  for 
the  computation  of  the  “self-em¬ 
ployment  tax”  which  must  be  paid 
by  independent  business  and  pro¬ 
fessional  people  who  are  under  so¬ 
cial  security  and  do  not  get  their 
tax  withheld  at  the  source. 

Where  the  clergyman  draws  a 
salary,  he  will  simply  report  his 
salary  as  “profit”  from  his  profes¬ 
sion.  If  he  receives  fees  and  other 
honoraria  he  also  reports  them,  and 


Indian  Methodist  Choir 
To  Tour  U.  S.  -- 

New  York  (RNS)  —  An  18-mem¬ 
ber  Indian  Methodist  choir  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  arrive  here  Feb.  26  for  a  six- 
month  concert  tour  of  the  U.  S. 
Their  itinerary  will  include  a  per¬ 
formance  May  1  at  the  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Minneapolis. 

The  choir  was  organized  and 
trained  over  a  two-year  period  in 
connection  with  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  this  year  of  Methodist  work  in 
India. 

The  group  performed  all  over  In¬ 
dia  for  the  six  months  prior  to  its 
departure  for  the  U.  S.  in  January. 
Its  trip  here  is  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
and  the  India  Centenary  Commit¬ 
tee,  headed  by  Bishop  J.  Waskom 
Pickett  of  Delhi. 

Opening  concerts  of  the  American 
tour  will  be  given  in  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts.  The  group  will 
then  head  through  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Washington,  D.  C., 
Virginia,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Tex¬ 
as,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska 
and  Iowa  before  reaching  Minneap¬ 
olis  for  the  General  Conference  con¬ 
cert.  Later  appearances  have  not 
yet  been  scheduled. 

In  the  fall,  the  choir  members 
will  study  on  the  graduate  level  in 
various  American  colleges  and  un¬ 
iversities. 

Dressed  in  traditional  Indian  garb 

_ vari-colored  saris  for  the  women 

and  long,  fitted  coats  and  tight 
Jodhpur  trousers  for  the  men — they 
will  offer  songs,  orchestral  numbers 
and  folk  dances. 


Leaders  Hail  Doctor  Couple 
Who  Plan  To  Be  Missionaries 

Wilmington,  Del.  (RNS)  —  A  hus- 
band-and-wife  team  of  doctors  who 
are  giving  up  a  good  practice  here 
to  become  medical  missionaries  in 


is  entitled  to  subtract  all  traveling 
expenses  and  other  expenses  recog¬ 
nized  as  legal  deductions  from  net 
income  for  clergymen. 

If  clergymen  do  not  elect  cover¬ 
age  this  year,  they  will  have  a 
chance  to  do  so  next  year  in  filing 
their  1956  returns. 

However,  if  coverage  is  not  elect¬ 
ed  at  that  time,  the  decision  will  be 
binding.  Where  coverage  is  elected, 
the  clergyman  will  be  obligated  to 
pay  the  “self-employment  tax”  ev¬ 
ery  year  until  his  retirement. 

Coverage  will  be  retroactive  to 
Jan.  1,  1955,  which  means  that  bene¬ 
fits  will  begin  July  1,  1956,  for  min¬ 
isters  who  retire  at  65  and  for  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who 
die  after  that  date. 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Consti¬ 
tutional  lawyers  here  are  debating 
whether  the  United  States  will  have 
to  inaugurate  its  next  President  on 
a  Sunday. 

January  20,  the  inauguration  date 
fixed  by  the  20th  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  falls  on  a  Sunday 
in  1957.  It  is  the  first  time  this  has 
happened  since  the  amendment 
sponsored  by  the  late  Sen.  George 
Norris  (R.-Nebr.)  became  part  of 
the  Constitution  in  1933. 

Prior  to  1933,— the  inauguration 
date  had  been  fixed  at  March  4 
by  Congress  but  when  the  fourth 
fell  on  a  Sunday  it  was  customary 
to  hold  the  inaugural  on  March  5. 

On  Sunday,  March  4,  1877,  Presi¬ 
dent  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  took  the 
oath  of  office  as  President  in  a 
secret  midnight  ceremony  at  the 
White  House.  The  purpose  was  to 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  a 
legal  upset  of  his  contested  election 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  public  oath 
was  not  administered  until  Monday 
noon,  March  5. 

This  is  the  only  time,  however, 
that  the  oath  of  office  has  ever  been 
taken  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  20th  Amendment  makes  no¬ 
provision  for  the  inauguration  day 
falling  on  a  Sunday.  It  states  sim¬ 
ply  that  “The  terms  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-President  shall  ex¬ 
pire  at  noon  on  the  20th  day  of 
January.” 

The  amendment  further  provides 
(Section  3)  that  “If,  at  the  time  fix¬ 
ed  for  the  beginning  of  the  term  of 
the  President,  the  President-elect 
shall  have  failed  to  qualify,  then 
the  Vice  President-elect  shall  act  as 
President  until  the  President  shall 


central  Asia  were  honored  for  their 
action  at  a  testimonial  dinner  at¬ 
tended  by  civic  leaders,  clergymen 
and  fellow  physicians. 

Drs.  Edgar  R.  and  Elizabeth  B. 
Miller  are  planning  to  establish  a 
60-bed  mission  hospital  in  Nepal, 
Himalayan  mountain  country  north 


mission  work  was  a  long-cherished 
ambition  which  they  had  put  off 
until  their  childreh  were  grown. 

Among  tributes  to  the  couple  was 
one  from  Gov.  J.  Caleb  Boggs  who 
hailed  them  as  “genuine  ambassa¬ 
dors  of  good  will  for  America.” 
Other  leaders  praised  them  as  two 
persons  who  have  truly  found  that 
love  of  God  and  fellowmen  is  para¬ 
mount  m  life, 


Methodists  Launch 
“Cuba  For  Christ” 
Campaign 

Havana  (RNS)  —  A  team  of  100 
Methodist  clergymen  and  laymen 
from  40  states  launched  a  nine-day 
evangelistic  crusade  in  Cuba  here 
under  the  direction  of  Bishop  John 
Branscomb  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.  He 
is  head  of  The  Methodist  Church’s 
Florida  and  Cuba  Conferences. 

On  the  day  preceding  opening  of 
the  “Cuba  for  Christ”  campaign, 
the  group  met  at  Miami,  Fla.,  for  a 
briefing  session. 

Assisting  Bishop  Branscomb  in 
directing  the  drive  are  Dr.  Harry 
Denman  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Evangelism,  and  the  Rev. 
Wayne  North  of  Nashville,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board’s  staff. 


Date  Raises  Question 

have  qualified.” 

Unless  some  compromise  is  work¬ 
ed  out,  the  next  President  may 
therefore  face  the  possibility  of  a 
Sunday  inauguration. 

If  President  Eisenhower  runs  and 
is  re-elected,  the  constitutional  is¬ 
sue  may  be  by-passed  as  of  little 
importance  and  the  public  inaugur¬ 
al  held  on  Jan.  21.  Or  he  may  take 
office  in  a  quiet  ceremony  at  the 
White  House,  as  did  President 
Roosevelt  in  the  war  year  of  1945. 

But  if  a  new  President  is  chosen 
the  problem  will  be  more  difficult. 
It  may  involve  having  the  Vice 
President-elect  serve  as  Acting 
President  for  one  day,  something 
that  has  never  happened  before. 


Christ  Picture  Crusade 
Growing 

Durant,  Okla.  (RNS)  —  Ora  O’¬ 
Riley,  founder  and  prime  mover  in 
a  drive  to  make  Durant  “The  City 
of  Christ  Pictures,”  has  received  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  President  Ei¬ 
senhower’s  secretary  for  a  picture 
of  Christ  she  sent  the  nation’s  chief 
executive.  J 

The  gift  was  a  print  of  Warner 
Sallman’s  famous  head  of  Christ, 
autographed  by  the  artist. 

In  the  letter,  Ann  C.  Whitman, 
personal  secretary  to  the  President, 
expressed  his  thanks  for  the  print 
and  said  Mr.  Eisenhower  “appre¬ 
ciated  your  kind  thought  and  ask¬ 
ed  me  to  extend  his  very  best 
wishes  to  you.” 

The  Durant  Christ  Picture  Cru¬ 
sade  was  instituted  by  Miss  O’Riley 
in  the  late  1940s.  She  has  placed 
copies  of  paintings  of  Christ  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homes,  public  offices, 
schools  and  places  of  business  in 
Durant  and  neighboring  commun¬ 
ities. 

An  oil  painting  of  “Christ-  at 
Heart’s  Door”  by  Mr.  Sallman  was 
presented  to  former  Gov.  Johnston 
Murray  in  1952  and  now  hangs  in 
the  Capitol  at  Oklahoma  City. 

A  year  earlier,  12  local  business¬ 
men  contributed  funds  to  buy  and 


Oklahoma  Methodists 
Plan  Home  For  Aged 

Tulsa,  Okla.  (RNS)  —  Remodel¬ 
ing  of  a  girls’  home  here  for  use 
as  an  Oklahoma  Methodist  Home 
for  the  Aged  is  slated  to  get  under 
way  June  1.  Plans  also  are  being 
made  to  build  three  new  residen- 


Sunday  Inauguration 


The  Millers,  who  are  Methodists,  .  erect  granite  markers,  at  points 
nounced  recently  that  medical  where  main  highways  enter  the 

town,  designating  Durant  as  “The 


Kenya  Methodists 
Launch  Floating 
Dispensary 

Nairobi,  Kenya  (RNS) — Offici¬ 
als  of  the  Methodist  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  in  Kenya  launched  a  38- 
foot  boat  they  will  operate  as  a 
floating  medical  dispensary  on 
the  Tana  River.  They  christened 
it  Nagheya  ya  Tana  (Tana  Safe¬ 
ty). 

It  will  cooperate  with  and  aug¬ 
ment  the  health  service  provid¬ 
ed  remote  interior  villages  by  the 
Kenya  Medical  Department, 
which  underwrote  half  the  pur¬ 
chase  price. 

The  vessel  will  ply  the  river 
from  its  mouth  at  Kipini  on  the 
Indian  Ocean  to  jungle  settle¬ 
ments  of  the  Pokome  tribes  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  upstream  that  us¬ 
ually  can  be  reached  only  by  ov¬ 
erland  trips  taking  many  weeks. 

Among  other  uses,  the  boat  is 
expected  to  prove  invaluable  as 
a  floating  ambulance  during  per¬ 
iods  when  the  Tana  is  in  flood 
and  the  native  villages  are  al¬ 
most  completely  isolated. 


Methodist  Temperance 
Movie  Has  Premiere 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — A  new 
30-minute  film  “Far  From  Alone,” 
described  as  a  “completely  different 
temperance  motion  picture,”  had  its 
premiere  here. 

Produced  in  Kodacolor  with  a 
Hollywood  cast,  it  is  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  Film  and  Radio  Com¬ 
mission  and  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance. 

“It  is  diiierent  from  most  films 
dealing  with  the  alcohol  problem  in 
that  it  combines  good  entertain¬ 
ment  with  a  positive  constructive 
message,”  said  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Temperance. 

He  introduced  the  movie  to  a 
distinguished  audience  in  the  aud¬ 
itorium  of  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare. 

The  story  concerns  a  popular  col¬ 
lege  football  star  who  refuses  to 
appear  on  a  television  sportscast 
sponsored  by  a  brewing  company. 

He  offers  to  give  up  his  football 
career  when  the  owner  of  the  brew¬ 
ery  threatens  to  cut  off  a  large  do¬ 
nation  to  the  university.  The  out¬ 
come  is  a  gripping  drama  in  the 
best  Hollywood  tradition. 

The  film  is  interdenominational 
in  tone  and  character.  It  will  be 
available  to  churches  for  rental  at 
a  nominal  fee,  Methodist  officials 
announced. 


tial  structures  and  administration, 
kitchen  and  infirmary  buildings. 

,  The  Methodists  purchased  the 
Frances  E.  Willard  Home  here  sev¬ 
eral  months  ago.  They  will  convert 
the  present  building  into  24  apart¬ 
ments  for  elderly  persons. 

Cost  per  resident  has  been  esti¬ 
mated  at  about  $85  per  month.  Each 
resident  will  be  expected  to  make  a 
“founder’s  gift,”  with  the  amount 
to  be  determined  in  private  confer¬ 
ence  with  Dr.  Don  H.  LaGrone, 
executive  secretary  of  the  home. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Thigpen,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  is  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees.  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smit 
is  a  member  of  the  board. 

It  is  hoped  the  remodeled  build¬ 
ing  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by 
Sept.  1,  according  to  Dr.  LaGrone. 
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NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Attention,  Children's  WorkersI 

The  children’s  workers  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  have 
never  been  offered  a  finer  pro¬ 
gram  in  a  children’s  workers’  con¬ 
ference  than  is  being  offered  in 
the  Children’s  Workers’  Conference 
at  Fort  Smith,  First  Methodist 
Church,  March  6-8.  The  following 
leadership  has  been  secured  for  this 
program: 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Newton  of  Camden 
will  be  leading  the  Nursery  chil¬ 
dren’s  workers  again' this  year,  us¬ 
ing  the  basic  manual  on  “Guiding 
Nursery  Children  in  Christian 
Growth.” 

Mrs.  A.  Merritt  Dietterich  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  will  be  leading  the 
workers  with  Kindergarten  chil¬ 
dren,  using  the  vacation  school  text 
“Stories  About  Jesus.” 

Miss  -Mary  Calhojm  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Children,  will  be  leading  the  Pri-V 
mary  workers,  using  “Jesus,  The 
Friend,”  which  is  also  a  vacation 
church  school  text. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Hubbard  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  will  be  leading  the 
Junior  workers,  using  the  vacation 
church  school  text,  “We  Would  Fol¬ 
low  Jesus.” 

Mrs.  Alice  Goddard,  Director  of 
Children’s  Work,  National  Council 
of  Churches,  is  to  be  a  special  re¬ 
source  person,  and  will  bring  a 
message  each  evening  for  the  gen- . 
eral  session. 

The  program  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Ira  A.  Brumley, 
Conference  Director  of  Children’s 
Work,  assisted  by  the  District  Di¬ 
rectors  of  Children’s  Work. 

Mrs.  Frances  Winter,  Director  of 
Children’s  Work  of  the  Fort  Smith 
District,  and  Miss  Anna  Rose  Mill¬ 
er,  Director  of  Children’s  Work  in 
First  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith, 
are  taking  responsibility  for  the  lo¬ 
cal  arrangements. 

First  Methodist  Church,  Fort 
Smith,  assisted  by  the  other  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  of  Fort  Smith,  is 
providing  homes  for  one  hundred 
delegates  from  across  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Bed  and  breakfast  are  to  be 
furnished.  Three  meals  are  being  ar¬ 
ranged,  one  at  Goddard  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  and  two  at  First « 
Methodist  Church,  for  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  those  attending  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  Methodist  Churches 
of  Fort  Smith  are  Snaking  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  make  this  a  delightful  ex¬ 
perience. 

Communications  have  gone  to 
pastors,  church  school  superinten¬ 
dents  and  children’s  workers  across 
the  conference,  indicating  some¬ 
thing  of  the  significance  of  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

A  number  of  registrations  have 
already  been  received  in  the  con¬ 
ference  office. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  is  cooperating  with  the  district 
superintendents  and  district  direc¬ 
tors  of  children’s  work  in  arrang¬ 
ing  for  a  team  of  four  workers  from 
each  district  to  be  trained  in  the 
Children’s  Workers’  Conference  to 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
CAMPING  SCHEDULE,  1956 

May  28-June  1,  Conference  Youth 
Camp. 

June  2-3,  First  Church  Pine  Bluff, 
Workers’  Conference. 

June  9-10,  First  Church,  Little 
Rock,  Intermediate  Group. 

June  11-15,  Senior  Camp  I. 

June  18-22,  Senior  Camp  II. 

June  11-15,  Little  Rock  District 
Intermediate  Camp — Camp  Alders- 
gate. 

June  18-22,  Little  Rock  District 
Intermediate  Camp — Camp  Alders- 
gate. 

June  22-24,  Adult  Workers  with 
Youth. 

June  25-29,  Monticello  District 
Intermediate  Camp. 

July  2-6,  Recreational  Workshop. 

July  9-13,  Children’s  Workers 
Laboratory  School. 

July  14-15,  Older  Youth. 

July  16-20,  Hope  District  Inter¬ 
mediate  Camp.  .  _ 

July  21-22,  First  Church,  Little 
Rock,  Youth. 

July  23-27,  Arkadelphia  District 
Intermediate  Camp. 

July  23-27,  Fellowship  Team  La¬ 
boratory  —  Camp  Aldersgate. 

July  27-29,  Adult  Fellowship. 

July  30-August  2,  Pine  Bluff  Dis¬ 
trict  Intermediate  Camp. 

August  3-5,  Young  Adult  Camp. 

August  6-10,  Camden  District  In¬ 
termediate  Camp. 

August  14-17,  Small  Church 
Camp. 


MEETING  OF  NORTH 
LITTLE  ROCK  YOUNG 
ADULT  FELLOWSHIP 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  North  Little  Rock  Young 
Adult  Sub-District  was  held  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  Friday  eve¬ 
ning,  February  3,  with  88  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley  of  Conway 
showed  a  film,  “Winning  Young 
Adults,”  followed  by  refreshments 
and- folk  games.  —  Mary  Lou  Palm¬ 
er,  Secretary. 


assist  in  cultivation  for  the  coming 
vacation  church  school’s  summer 
program.  A  number  of  districts 
have  already  selected  their  teams. 

Persons  interested  in  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  Children’s  Work¬ 
ers’  Conference  should  write  Board 
of  Education,  Hendrix  Station,  Con¬ 
way,  Arkansas.  If  enrollment  cards 
are  desired  please  let  us  know. 

All  persons  desiring  to  attend 
should  register  at  least  ten  days  be¬ 
fore  time  for  the  conference,  so  •  as 
to  clear  on  the  housing  of  the  dele¬ 
gates. 

If*"  is  hoped  that  many  churches 
across  the  conference,  as  some  are 
already  doing,  will  arrange  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  transportation  and  the 
small  expense  which  local  church 
delegates  will  have  for  this  confer¬ 
ence.  Give  these  important  work¬ 
ers  of  your  church  school  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  become  better  teachers  of 
children. 


Another  Record  Broken 

The  training  division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education  has  re¬ 
cently  given  out  the  1955  training 


DR.  GODBOLD  TO  BE  AT 
JACKSON  ST.,  MAGNOLIA 


DR.  ALBEA  GODBOLD 


Dr.  Albea  Godbold  of  St.  John’s 
Methodist  Church,  St.  Louis,  and 
Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Camden  District, 
will  teach  in  a  Sub-District  two- 
course  “Workers’  Training  School” 
at  Jackson  Street  Methodist  Church 
February  27,  28,  29,  beginning  at 
7:15  each  evening.  Dr.  Godbold  will 
teach  the  course  on  the  “Bible,” 
and  Dr.  Hart  will  teach  his  course 
on  “The  Church  and  Home.”  Rev. 
C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  of  First  Church, 
and  Rev.  John  L.  Tucker,  of  Jack- 
son  Street,  Magnolia,  will  be  the 
manager  and  the  dean  respective¬ 
ly  of  the  school. 

Pastors  and  charges  who  will 
participate  in  the  school  are:  Rev. 
Joe  Arnold,  Buckner;  Rev.  Claude 
Clark,  Columbia  Circuit;  Rev.  C. 

B.  Harris,  Emerson  Circuit;  Rev.  H. 
Barry  Bailey,  Lewisville;  Rev.  El¬ 
bert  Marlar,  Magnolia  Circuit;  Rev. 

C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  First  Church, 
Magnolia;..  Rev.  John  L.  Tucker, 
Jackson  St.,  Magnolia;  Rev.  Bryan 
Stephens,  Stephens;  Rev.  Charles 
Baughman,  Stamps;  Rev.  C.  E. 
Lawrence,  Taylor;  Rev.  E.  T.  Mc¬ 
Afee,  Village;  Rev.  R.  L.  Diffee, 
Waldo.  In  checking  with  these  pas¬ 
tors,  it  has  been  revealed  that  some 
175  or  200  will  likely  be  in  attend¬ 
ance. 

Dr.  Godbold  will  preach  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado,  at  the 
morning  hour  on  Sunday,  February 
26,  and  at  the  Jackson  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Magnolia,  at  7:00  that 
evening.  We  will  give  the  devotion¬ 
al  over  KVMA  at  9:00  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Feb.  27,  28, 
29,  while  in  Magnolia  for  the  school. 
Rev.  John  L.  Tucker  will  take  the 
devotional  hour  over  KVMA  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  mornings  of 
that  week. — J.  L.  Tucker. 


report. 

This  report  shows  that  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  had  a  total  of 
146  training  enterprises  during  1955, 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  5,714, 
and  a  total  of  3,888  course  cards  is¬ 
sued.  This  is  an  all-time  high  for 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


AUDIO  VISUALS  IN 
LITTLE  ROCK 
CONFERENCE  OFFICE 

“Giving  Unlimited,”  is  a  new 
sound  filmstrip  to  give  guidance  in 
the  promotion  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fund.  It  consists  of  filmstrip 
(approximately  six  minutes  i  n 
length)  and  a  33  1-3  microgrove  re¬ 
cord.  It  can  be  used  for  the  cost  of 
return  postage.  Be  sure  to  book  it 
early,  as  the  Conference  MYF  has 
only  one  copy.  “Giving  Unlimited,” 
can  be  used  in  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  councils  (local  church, 
sub-district,  district  and  confer¬ 
ence);  in  workshops  on  Christian 
Outreach,  and  workshops  on  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund;  and  in  work¬ 
shop  and  classes  for  adult  workers 
with  youth. 

“Our  Methodist  Church  School 
Literature,”  is  a  61-frame  filmstrip, 
using  a  33  1-3  record  player  with 
an  LP  or  microgrove  needle  stylus. 
This  filmstrip  shows  the  growth 
and  development  of  our  Church 
school  materials  —  how  they  came 
to  be  and  the  purposes  for  which 
they  have  been  prepared*  Good 
for  workers’  meetings,  training 
classes,  etc.  Order  from  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office  without  charge. 

“Teaching  in  the  Church  School,” 
is  the  30-minute-movie  we  have  on 
lease  for  one  year  —  lease  date  ex¬ 
piring  September  1.  It  you  have  need 
for  this  excellent  piece  of  material, 
please  contact  "us  at  your  early  con¬ 
venience  and  we  will  arrange  a 
date.  In  order  to  help  defray  the 
rental  and  handling  charges,  there 
is  a  small  charge  of  $2.00  for  the 
use  of  this  film. — Roy  E.  Fawcett. 


GREATER  BATON  ROUGE 
AREA  TRAINING  SCHOOL 

First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  host  last  week  to  the 
Leadership  Training  School  of  the 
Greater  Baton  Rouge  Area.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  pastor  of  the  church, 
said  that  235  persons,  representing 
13  churches  of  the  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Area  were  represented  and 
that  132  perspns  received  credit  for 
the  courses  on  leadership  in  the 
Church  School  of  the  church. 

An  outstanding  faculty  taught 
guidance  courses  on  each  of  the  age 
levels  of  the  Church  School,  plus  a 
course  on  the  New  Testament.  Fac¬ 
ulty  members  included  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Beall  of  Tyler,  Texas;  Mrs.  Uel  D. 
Crosby  of  Amarillo,  Texas;  Miss 
Louise  Dutcher  of  Joplin,  Mo.;  Rev. 
Don  Barnes,  Minister  of  Christian 
Education  at  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge;  Mrs.  Howard  Grimes  of 
Dallas,  Texas;  and  Rev.  Reuell  Al¬ 
len  of  Plain  Dealing,  La. 

Other  personnel  were:  Rev.  Bill 
Irving  of  Ingleside  Methodist,  Baton 
Rouge,  Dean;  Paul  Eldredge, 
Church  School  Superintendent  of 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Busi¬ 
ness  Manager;  Rev.  Don  Barnes, 
DCE  at  First  Church,  Secretary; 
Rev.  A.  A.  Collins  of  Winbourne 
Avenue,  Baton  Rouge,  Treasurer; 
and  Rev.  James  Stovall  of  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist,  Publicity. 

Opinion  seemed  to  be  that  this 
was  one  of  the  best  Leadership 
Training  Schools  ever  held  in  the 
area. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


REV.  W.  D.  KLEINSCHMIDT,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  preached  at  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  February 
5.  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  is  pastor. 

DR.  ROBERT  LYSTAD,  of  Tulane  University, 
spoke  at  the  vesper  service  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday 
evening,  February  5. 

REV.  FRED  SHIRLEY,  assistant  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Enterprise 
Club  of  Lake  Charles  on  Wednesday,  February 

8. 

THE  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Gueydan,  had 
charge  of  the  first  three  hours  of  prayer  in  the 
Gueydan  link  of  the  Prayer  Chain,  February  17- 
18. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  will  lay  the  corner¬ 
stone  for  the  educational  building  at  the 
Algiers  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  evening, 
February  19,  and  preach  at  the  evening  service. 
The  new  building  will  be  called  the  King 
Memorial  Educational  Building.  Rev.  J.  W. 
Matthews,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  DONALD  W.  EMERICH,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  chemistry  at  Centenary  College, 
represented  the  institution  recently  at  a  planning 
conference  for  a  state-wide  science  fair  work¬ 
shop.  The  conference  was  held  on  the  campus  of 
Louisiana  State  University  in  Baton  Rouge.  A 
science  fair  will  be  held  at  Centenary  on  March 
24. 

THE  PEARL  RIVER  CHURCH  ^held  its  first 
Family  Night  on  Tuesday  evening,  January 
31,  when  a  covered-dish  supper  was  served.  Miss 
B.'  Elliott,  a  former  missionary  to  India,  guest 
speaker  for  the  evening,  spoke  on  India.  G.  L. 
Hutto  led  in  group  singing.  More  than  50  attend¬ 
ed  the  dinner.  Rev.  Frank  C.  Lankford  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

THE  DONALDSON  METHODIST  CHURCH 
attendance  has  increased  more  than  50  per 
cent  since  last  June,  according  to  report.  The 
church  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  Methodist  Church 
in  the  French  Mission  District  and  is  over  100 
years  old.  It  serves  the  oil  industry  and  other 
industries  that  are  coming  to  South  Louisiana. 
Rev.  G.  A.  LaGrange  is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  A.  ALFORD,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  morning  service  of  the  Pine  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday  morning,  January  29. 
At  the  evening  service  an  old-time  songfest  was 
held  at  the  church,  led  by  Leland  Mims  of  Min- 
den.  This  is  a  regular  fifth  Sunday  observance. 
Rev.  G.  L.  Cagle  is  pastor  of  the  Church. 

GUEST  PREACHERS  at  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie  on 
last  Sunday  were  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice- 
president  of  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  and 
Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District.  Col.  W.  D.  Haas,  Jr., 
presided  at  the  10:55  a.  m.  service  when  Mr. 
Cooke  spoke,  and  W.  C.  Earnest,  Jr.,  presided  at 
the  7:30  p.  m.'  service  when  Mr.  Townsend 
brought  the  message.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  THOMAS  H.‘  LAWRENCE  of 
Haughton  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  31,  at 
their  home  in  which  they  have  lived  ever  since 
their  marriage.  Hosts  for  the  occasion  were  the 
five  children  of  the  couple,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Lauder- 
milk,  Miss  Janie  Lawrence  of  Washington,  B.  C., 
Lee  Lawrence,  Thomas  Lawrence  and  Paul  Law¬ 
rence.  The  couple  was  married  on  January  27, 
1906,  by  the  late  Rev.  W.  F.  Henderson,  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  ' 

Ralph  Lawrence  gibson,  jr.,  of  Shreve¬ 
port  has  been  awarded  this  year’s  prize  of 
the  Chemical  Rubber  Company  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  at  Centenary  College.  The  Ohio  company 


annually  awards  an  inscribed  copy  of  “The 
Handbook  of  Chemistry  and  Physics”  to  the 
first-year  chemistry  student  who  makes  the 
highest  grade  in  the  first  semester’s  work  in  that 
subject.  Dr.  John  B.  Entrikin,  head  of  the  chem¬ 
istry  department,  presented  the  award  to  young 
Gibson. 

DR.  JOHN  B.  ENTRIKIN,  head  of  the  chem¬ 
istry  department  at  Centenary  College,  will 
be  among  the  guest  speakers  at  the  Louisiana 
State  University  observance  of  Religious  Em¬ 
phasis  Week,  February  26  through  March  1.  He 
will  speak  on  the  general  topic  of  “Science  and 
Religion.!’  Dr.  Entrikin  will  address  two  differ¬ 
ent  groups  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  Sunday,  February  26,  will  speak  before 
a  number  of  classes  at  LSU  and  will  conduct 
discussion  groups  on  at  least  four  nights  during 
the  week-long  program. 

NATIONAL  YOUTH  WEEK  was  observed  at 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  the  week  of  January  29.  Special  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  observance  was  a  joint  session  of 
the  Youth  Division  of  the  church  at  9:30  a.  m. 
on  Sunday,  January  29,  with  Rev.  •  Jamieson 
Jones  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,-  as  the  speaker.  At 
the  vesper  service  at  7:00  p.  m.  Dr.  Penrose  St. 
Amant,  professor  of  Church  History  at  the  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  spoke  on 
“Our  Unclaimed  Heritage.”  The  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  held  a  joint  meeting  following  the  vesper 
service  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  building  with 
Mr.  Jones  as  the  speaker. 

DURING  the  past  three  years,  the  Methodist 
Church  has  spent  $298,171,817  in  the  building 
of  churches  and  parsonages  in  the  United  States, 
Dr.  B.  P.  Murphy,  of  Philadelphia,  executive 
secretary  for  church  extension,  reports. '  This 
sum  was  approximately  one-third  the  tof;al  raised 
by  the  Methodist  Church  for  all  purposes.  The 
value  of  all  local  Methodist  Church  property  in 
the  United  States  in  1940  waa  $676,578,884,  Dr. 
Murphy  says.  In  1953  it  had  increased  to  $1,857, 
497,971,  almost  threefold.  The  indebtedness  on 
the  property  was  $59,791,413  in  1940  and  only 
$82,318,462  in  1953.  “When  the  entire  church  is 
considered,  the  ratio  of  debt  to  the  total  value 
seems  small,”  he  says. 

THE  GREATER  NEW  ORLEANS  Federation 
of  Churches  has  placed  a  religious  literature 
rack  in  the  Union  Passenger  Terminal  im  New 
Orleans.  Twenty-nine  denominations  and  re¬ 
ligious  group  cooperate.  The  rack  contains  32 
sections  for  church  papers  and  tracts,  and  is 
open  to  all  denominations  and  faiths  regardless 
of  belief  or  race.  Each  group  pays  a  small  rental 
fee.  Rev.  R.  M.  Bentley,  pastor  of  the  Canal 
Street  Methodist  Church,  is  chairman  of  evan¬ 
gelism  of  the  Federation  of  Churches.  He  says: 
“The  rack  has  been  placed  in  the  Union  Passen¬ 
ger  Terminal  for  the  benefit  of  the  traveling 
public  and  the  thousands  of  visitors  who  come 
to  the  city  each  year.” 

FUNERAL  SERVICES  were  held  in  Pfeiffer 
Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Bennett  College 
campus,  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  Friday,  January  27, 
for  president  emeritus  David  D.  Jones,  who  died 
at  his  home  on  January  24  after  a  long  illness. 
Services  were  conducted  by  Bishop  Edgar  A. 
Love,  resident  bishop  of  the  Baltimore  Area  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  assisted  by  Rev.  G.  M. 
Phelps,  district  superintendent  of  the  Greens¬ 
boro  District,  North  Carolina  Conference;  Rev. 
J.  E.  Brower,  pastor  of  St.  Matthews  Church,  of 
which  President  Jones  was  a  piember,  and  Rev. 
R.  W.  Winchester,  retired  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  > 

C CONSTRUCTION  is  scheduled  to  begin  early 
j  this  year  on  a  new  plant  for  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist-sponsored  high  school  in  the  Belgian  Con¬ 
go,  the  Katubue  Union  Secondary  School.  The 
three-year-old  school  is  to  be  moved  from  its 
present  temporary  location  at  Nutoto  to  Katu¬ 
bue,  a  rail  center  in  the  Upper  Congo.  The  school 
is  a  joint  project  of  ^the_  American  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Congo  Mission,  (Presbyterian  Church,  USA) 
and  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 


Church,  working  through  the  Southern  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Congo  Annual  Conferences.  The  Katubue 
school  will  be  the  second  high  school  established 
by  Protestant  missions 'in  the  Congo.  The  first 
is  in  the  lower  Congo. 

THE  LATE  JOHN  a.  HARDIN,  dean  emeritus 
of  Centenary  College  and  Methodist  leader 
prior  to  his  death  last  August  6,  will  be  honored 
by  a  special  resolution  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Louisiana-Mississippi  section  of  the  Mathe¬ 
matical  Association  of  America.  Th^' meeting 
will  be  held  February  17-18  at  McNeese ''State 
College  in  Lake  Charles.  Miss  Betty  McKnight, 
acting  dean  of  women  at  Centenary  and  member 
of  the  resolutions  committee  of  the  section,  will 
present  the  biography  of  Dean  Hardin  on  which 
the  resolutions  will  be  based.  Dean  Hardin  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  and  one-time  head 
of  the  section. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  pastor  of  Shreveport’s  First 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  principal  speaker 
at  the  Citizenship  and  Career  Day  program  at 
Centenary  College  on  Feb.  24.  Dr.  Dykes  will 
speak  on  the  topic,  “Citizenship  and  Careers”, 
at  the  general-  assembly  slated  to  launch  the 
day-long  program.  The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
college  vice  president,  will  give  the  invocation. 
Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  president,  will  ex¬ 
tend  the  official  welcome  to  the  more  than  1,000 
high  school  seniors  expected  to  attend  from  all 
sections  of  the  Ark-La-Tex.  The  college,  the 
Shreveport  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  East 
Texas  Chamber  of  Commerce  are  co-sponsoring 
the  program.  About  30  business,  professional  and 
industrial  men  will  conduct  the  vocational  clin¬ 
ics  to  be  held  both  morning  and  afternoon. 


SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  RELATIONS 
BOARD  SCHEDULES  WORKSHOPS 

Two  national  leaders  will  be  featured  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations  in  three  workshops  to  be 
held  on  March  1,  2  and  3,  according  to  Dr. 
Ben  Oliphint,  Monroe,  chairman  of  the  Board. 
The  workshops  will  be  held  in  New  Orleans, 
Baton  Rouge  and  Monroe,  and  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  and  laymen  from  over  the  state  will  be 
in  attendance. 

Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  Chicago,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations,  and  Dr.  Earl 
D.  C.  Brewer,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  professor  of  Sociol¬ 
ogy  at  the  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  will  assist  Dr.  Oliphint  in  the  work¬ 
shops.  Dr.  Ward  will  lead  a  section  on  Econ¬ 
omic  Justice  and  Dr.  Brewer  will  conduct  a  sec¬ 
tion  on  Race  Relations. 

The  schedule  for  the  workshops  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  March  1,  Munholland  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  3  to  9  p.m.;  March  2,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  3  to  9  p.m.;  and 
March  3,  First  Methodist  Church,  l^Eonroe,  10 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Methodist  ministers  and  laymen 
are  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  nearest  them. 


UPPER  ROOM  INCREASES  PRICES 

Rising  costs  have  finally  forced  The  Upper 
Room,  daily  devotional  guide,  to  hike  its  basic 
price  from  five  to  seven  cents  per  copy. 

The  increase  will  become  effective  with  the 
July- August  issue,  it  was  announced  by  the 
editor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Dr.  Potts  said  the  decision  to  increase  the 
price  was  wted  “reluctantly”  by  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Evangelism.  “However,  the  board  felt 
that  there  was  no  alternative  in  the  face  °of 
steadily  rising  costs  of  paper,  printing  and  dis¬ 
tribution,”  he  explained. 

The  new  rate  will  apply  to  10  or  more  copies 
of  an  issue  mailed  to  churches  or  individuals. 
This  will  enable  readers  to  buy  a  single  copy  in 
churches  for  seven  cents.  The  cost  of  a  single 
copy  by  mail,  now  10  cents,  will  advance  to  15 
cents. 

Pointing  out  that  most  magazines  have  raised 
their  prices  in  the  last  12  years,  Dr.  Potts  said 
“those  responsible  for  The  Upper  Room  are  most 
anxious  that  it  shall  be  kept  at  the  lowest  pos¬ 
sible  price,  and  that  was  our  first  consideration 
in  fixmg  the  seven-cent  price.” 

For  21  years  The  Upper  Room  managed  to 
retain  its  basic  five-cent  price,  much  to  the 
amazement  of  the  publishing  trade,  for  a  68- 
page  booklet  with  a  four-color  art  cover. 
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EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING  AT  MANSFIELD 

DEDICATED  , 


Left  to  right,  Bishop  Martin;  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superintendent; 
Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor;  R.  T.  Enloe,  chairman^of  Official  Board; 
P.  E.  Dixon,  charge  lay  leader;  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck,  former  pastor. 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  dedicated 
the  educational  building  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Mansfield  on 
Sunday  morning,  February  5,  and 
preached  at  the  morning  worship 
service.  The  mortgage  was  burned 
at  the  dedication  service.  Others 
taking  part  in  the  service  were  Dr. 
B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Shreveport  District,  Rev. 
George  Harbuck,  former  pastor,  and 
Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor. 

The  educational  building  was 
erected  in  1952"  at  a  cost  of  $80,- 
000.  The  final  payment  was  made  in  1 
January,  1956.  The  Building  Com- 


ST.  BERNARD  PARISH 
MINISTERIAL  UNION 
ORGANIZED 

At  a  meeting  held  recently  at 
the  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church, 
Chalmette,  the  St.  Bernard  Parish 
Ministerial  Union  was  organized. 
Officers  elected  were:  President,  s 
Rev.  Lee  A.  Cooper,  Pastor  of  Chal¬ 
mette  Baptist  Church;  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Rev.  R.  S.  Newcomb,  Pastor 
Creedmore  Presbyterian  Church; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Rev.  R.  L. 
Clayton,  Pastor  St.  Bernard  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

The  organization’s  first  act  will  be 
to  sponsor  an  Easter  sunrise  serv¬ 
ice  at  Chalmette  Monument,  Easter 
Sunday  morning.  Rev.  R.  L.  Clay¬ 
ton,  pastor,  St.  Bernard  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  the  principal  speak¬ 
er.  Music  will  be  furnished  by  the 
combined  choirs  of  the  churches  in 
St.  Bernard  Parish.  Other  activities 
pertinent  to  a  Ministerial  Union 
will  be  discussed  at  the  next 
month’s  meeting,  which  will  be  held 
in  the  St.  Bernard  Methodist 
Church. — Reporter. 


mittee  consisted  of  Jack  Lowrey,  P. 
E.  Dixon,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Farmer,  J.  O. 
Hebert,  H.  H.  Samuels  and  J.  F. 
Knott.  The  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board  is  R.  T.  Enloe. 

More  than  300  people  were  serv¬ 
ed  dinner  after  the  service  in  the 
educational  building.  Mrs.  Jacob 
Segura,  Sr.,  was  in  charge  of  the 
dinner,  built  around  barbecued 
meat  prepared  by  Barney  Goss.  The 
tables  were  decorated  with  spring 
flowers,  including  white  snapdra- 


Rev.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Louisiana 
Conference  Missionary  Secretary, 
received  the  eagle  feather  bonnet 
of  a  chieftain  and  was  proclaimed 
a  Choctaw  chieftain  by  Dr»  D.  W. 
Anderson,  full-blood  Chfbctaw,  who 
was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  Rallies  held  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 


Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

(In  each  case  the  Prayer  Vigil 
begins  at  6:00  a.m.  on  the  first  date 
and  closes  at  6:00  p.m.  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  date.) 

15.  Feb.  14-15,  Trinity,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Tracy  R.  Arnold. 

16.  Feb.  15-16,  1.  Lecompte, 

Charles  H.  Giessen;  2.  Rayne  Mem¬ 
orial,  New  Orleans,  A.  M.  Serex;  3. 
Algiers,  New  Orleans,  J.  W.  Mat¬ 
thews,  Jr.;  4.  Slidell,  John  T.  Red- 
mon;  5.  St.  John  and  Luling,  New 
Orleans,  Clayton  W.  Bennett. 

17.  Feb.  16-17,  1.  First  Church, 
Natchitoches,  Benedict  A.  Gallo¬ 
way;  2.  Amite,  James  E.  Christie; 
3.  Parker  Memorial,  New  Orleans, 
E.  J.  Barksdale;  4.  St.  Mark’s,  New 
Orleans,  T.  O.  Carlestrom;  5.  Cov¬ 
ington,  Robert  C.  Carter. 

18.  Feb.  17-18,  1.  McGuire,  West 
Monroe,  Ira  A.  Love;  2.  Gueydan, 
Sidney  A.  Seegers;  3.  Carrollton 
Avenue,  New  Orleans,  Luman  E. 
Douglas;  4.  St.  Luke’s,  W.  Spencer 
Wren;  5.  Gentilly,  Eldred  Blakely. 

19.  Feb.  18-19,  1.  Hammond,  Ed¬ 
ward  R.  Thomas;  2.  Rocky  Mount- 
Grand  Bayou,  Eddie  Morgan;  3. 
Second  Church,  New  Orleans,  Ed¬ 
win  E.  Sylvest,  Jr.;  4.  Napoleon 
Avenue,  New  Orleans,  Albert  S. 
Hurley;  5.  Elysian  Fields,  Glendon 
R.  Messer. 

20.  Feb.  19-20,  1.  Evergreen,  Carl 
Lipe;_  2.  Hornbeck-Holly  Grove- 


gons,  yellow  tulips,  yellow  ranucu- 
li  and  acacia.  The  altar  flowers  of 
white  gladiolius  were  given  in 
memory  of  Dr.  S.  A.  Steel,  a  form¬ 
er  pastor. 


On  Friday  night,  January  27,  the 
final  meeting  was  held  at  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  when  Dr.  An¬ 
derson  placed  on  Mr.  McGuire  the 
feather  bonnet  and  gave  him  the 
name,  Ubanumpa  Mihiay  He.  The 
name  translated  means  “That  the 
Gospel  may  spread.” 


Delhi  In  Annual 
Missions  School 

A  Church  School  of  Missions 
was  held  in  the  Delhi  Methodist 
Church  during  the  four  Sunday 
nights  of  January.  The  School  was 
planned  by  the  Commission  on  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  church,  and  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tion  had  much  to  do  with  making  it 
a  successful  effort. 

Five  classes,  all  having  the  theme, 
“The  Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Age”  were  in  progress  at 
the  same  time.  A  short  joint  period 
of  worship  in  the  sanctuary  for  all 
groups  concluded  each  evening. 
Teachers  for  the  classes  were: 
Adults,  Rev.  Don  Wineinger;  Senior 
Youth,  Mrs.  Roy  McIntyre;  Inter¬ 
mediates,  Mrs.  Lorenz  Teer;  Jun¬ 
iors,  Mrs.  Roy  Snider;  Primary, 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Craighead.  A  nursery  for 
small  children  was  kept  by  Mrs. 
Ralph  Waites.  Frank  McKay,  Jr., 
was  organist  for  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship. 

Oh  the  first  Sunday  night  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  a  fellowship  supper  for  all 
families  of  the  church  was  held. 
Children  and  youth  decorated  the 
hall  with  interesting  objects  from 
many  lands.  A  sharing  period  was 
held,  followed  by  a  brief  dedication 
service,  led  by  the  pastor.  The  Pri¬ 
mary  Class  read  from  “The  Story  of 
Jesus,”  used  in  the  Laubach  Meth¬ 
od  of  teaching  illiterates.  The  In¬ 
termediates  Class  had  on  display 
charts  demonstrating  the  Laubach 
Method.  They  also  gave  an  offering 
for  World  Literacy.  Average  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  School  of .  Missions 
was  64. 


Prospect,  Byron  F.  Roberts. 

21.  Feb.  20-21,  Clay-Ansley,  V.  L. 
Westbrook. 

22.  Feb.  21-22,  1.  Concord-Mt. 
Pleasant,  C.  K.  Brooks;'  2.  Clinton- 
Clear  Creek,  George  W.  Harkins. 

23.  Feb.  22-23,  Crowville-Baskin, 
Samuel  B.  Dampier. 

24.  Feb.  23-24,  Cotton  Valley, 
William  B.  Shaw. 

25.  Feb.  24-25,  Downsville,  I.  A. 
Patton. 

Pastors  or  someone  designated  by 
the  pastors  are  invited  to  send  in 
reports  of  their  Prayer  Vigils.  Rev. 
George  P.  Goodwin  reporting  for 
the  Choudrant  -  Douglas  Charge 
which  had  its  Vigil  January  14-15 
says:  “Our  Prayer  Vigil  was  most 
successful,  and  we  feel  that  the 
church  as  a  whole,  has  been  drawn 
much  closer,  in  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom.  The  co-operation  in  both 
churches  on  my  charge,  was  won¬ 
derful,  and  the  members  feel  that 
they  have  been  greatly  blessed  spir¬ 
itually.  A  number  remarked,  that 
the  time  spent,  seemed  so  short.” — 
W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman  of  Board 
of  Evangelism.  * 


CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN— 
LOUISIANA 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  NO.  1 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Total  1142** 

Not 

Charge  and  Pastor  New  Reh.  Due  Total 

Alexandria — 

First  Church,  J.  Henry  *Bowdon  5  .  102 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Total  1364 
BATON  ROUGE 

Ingleside,  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr .  2  12  ....  14 

North,  James  L.  Stovall  .  3-  ....  35 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  George  W. 

Harkins  . J  1  ....  31 

Clinton-Clear  Creek,  George  W. 

Harkins  .  1  ....  31 

Ponchatoula,  Wilson  Watson  . .T7 _  1  .  71 

Springfield,  A.  D.  George  .  1  ....  21 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Total  1113** 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Total  1055 
Cameron,  V.  M.  Culpepper  .  1  ....  34** 


Gueydan,  S.  A.  Seegers  . 

1 

2  .... 

28** 

LAKE  CHARLES 

University,  E.  B.  Emmerich  . 

1  .... 

51 

Sulphur,  James  C.  Whitaker  . 

8 

6  .... 

14 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Total 

1956** 

Delhi,  Don  E.  Wineinger  . 

3 

36  .... 

39* 

MQNROE 

Southside,  Miss  Lea  Joyner 

35 

29  .... 

64** 

Oak  Grove,  E.  L.  Tatum 

WEST  MONROE 

5 

14  .... 

19 

Claiborne,  F.  L.  Hearne 

2 

27 

Winnsboro,  W.  H.  Bengtson  .. 

5 

60 

Wisner,  J.  A.  Knight  . 

8  .... 

27 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT- 

—Total  999 

Covington,  Robert  C.  Carter 

NEW  ORLEANS 

1  .... 

47** 

Carrollton  Avenue,  Luman  E. 

Douglas  . 

1  . 

69 

Luling-St.  John,  C.  W.  Bennett 

2  .... 

28*2 

Napoleon  Ave.,  A.  S,  Hurley 
Second  Church,  E.  E.  Svlvest 

1 

31 

4  . 

23 

Slidell,  John  T.  Redmon  . 

i  .... 

40 

„  .u,  v.  RUSTON  DISTRICT— Total  1672** 
Bethlehem-Wesley,  Terrell  T.  Lowe  1 

Bienville,  K.  K.  Carithers  .  i  2 

Minden — Lake  View,  Geo.  D.  York  1 
Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley, 

G.  L.  Cagle  .  i 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Total  1491 
Blanchard,  Wm.  P.  Fraser  14  8 

Haughton,  E.  C.  Dufresne  .  l  5 

Many,  John  B.  Koelemay  .  1 

SHREVEPORT 

Broadmoor,  Geo.  W.  Harbuck  .  1 

First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes  10  2 

Morningside,  J.  J.  Caraway  5 

Wynn  Memorial,  K.  G.  Rorie  2 

Vivian,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  "j 


*  Charge  has  reached  quota. 
**  Charge  has  exceeded  quota 
*2  Charge  has  doubled  quota 
*3  Charge  has  trebled  quota. 


12** 

38** 

23 

38** 


22** 

50** 

17 

51 

127 

33 

67 

41 
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The  General  Board  of  Temperance  of  The  Methodist  Church 

in  Cooperation  with 

Boards  of  Temperance  of 

The  Three  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 

CORDIALLY  INVITES  YOU 

To  A  Premiere  Showing  of  A<New  Temperance  Film 

"Far  From  Alone" 


Thursday  Evening,  February  23,  1956 

7:30  P.  M. 

Produced  by  the  General  Board  of  Temperance  and 
released  for  this  first  showing  in  any  Methodist  church, 
anywhere,  the  premiere  showings  will  be  held  In  22 
locations  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  as  listed  below. 
You  are  invited  to  attend  the  showing  nearest  you. 


The  film  will  be  shown  at  the  following  places,  Feb.  23: 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

Batesville  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Batesville 

Conway  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Conway 

Fayetteville  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Springdale 

Forrest  City  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Forrest  City 

Fort  Smith  District,  Goddard  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith 

Jonesboro  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Blytheville 

Paragould  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Paragould 

Searcy  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Searcy 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Arkadelphia  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Arkadelphia 

Camden  District,  First  Methodist  Church,  . 
El  Dorado 

Hope  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Texarkana 

Little  Rock  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock 

Monticello  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monticello 

Pine  Bluff  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Pine  Bluff 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Alexandria  District,  F  i  r-S  t  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Hammond 

Lafayette  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette 

Lake  Charles  District,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles 

Monroe  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe 

New  Orleans  District,  Carrollton  Avenue 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 

Ruston  District,  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston 

"  *  .  -  • .  _ 

Shreveport  District,  Morningside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport  at  7  o’clock; 
and  at  Broadmoor  Methodist  at  8  o’clock 


Page  Ten 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

A  It  K  ANS  AS-LO  U  181  AN  A  AREA 


Jurisdiction  Theme  'That 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
will  have  as  its  theme:  “That  The 
World  May  Know”  when  it  meets 
February  28,  29  and  March  1  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 

The  Tuesday  evening  opening 
meeting  will  have  as  its  honor  guests 
The  Deaconesses,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Mead,  Omaha,  will  speak  on  “Be¬ 
ginning  in  Jerusalem.”  Mrs.  Mead  is 
a  member  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service.  Miss  Betty  Let- 
zig,  Rogers,  Arkansas,  is  chairman 
of  the  Jurisdiction  Deaconess  As¬ 
sociation. 

The  first  business  session  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday  morning,  when 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Horton,  Jr.,  president, 
will  deliver  her  message.  Mrs.  G. 

W.  Dameron  will  tell  what  it  means 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision.  Balloting  will  follow  for 
nomination  of  members  to  the  divi¬ 
sion. 

The  speaker  for  the  Wednesday 
afternoon  session  is  to  be  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Long,  Cincinnati,  circulation  man¬ 
ager  and  secretary  of  literature  for 
the  Woman’s  Division.  Mrs.  Long 
will  speak  of  “The  Lure  of  Litera¬ 
ture.”  Following  the  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion  a  reception  will  be  held  at  the 
Business  Girls’  Inn. 

The  Wednesday  evening  session 
honoring  all  workers  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  youth  from  National  Col¬ 
lege  for  Christian  Workers,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  Music  will  be  given 
by  the  Centenary  College  Choir. 

Miss  Cornelia  Russell,  New  York, 
executive  secretary  of  Town  and 


The  World  May  Know" 


MRS.  C.  W.  MEAD 


Country  Work  for  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision,  will  speak  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing  and  Mrs.  Long  will  speak  on 
Thursday  afternoon. 

Reports  will  be  made  by  the  Jur¬ 
isdiction  officers,  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  president.  Mrs.  Wayne  Har¬ 
rington  and  the  conferences  will 
hold  the  pledge  service  on  Thursday 
afternoon. 

The  Conference  will  ,  close  on 
Thursday  evening  with  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  giving  the  address 
followed  by  Choral  Communion  led 
by  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  host  pastor, 
and  the  Choral  Readers  and  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Activities  of  the  Morrilton  Society 
continue  to  increase  in  scope,  and 
a  special  effort  is  being  made  to 
attain  several  goals  before  the  end 
of  the  year.  At  the  January  meet¬ 
ing  Mrs.  J.  G.  Moore,  Secretary  of 
Promotion,  gave  a  recapitulation  of 
the  goals  for  the  quadrennium  to 
evaluate  progress  and  show  what 
might  yet  be  done  in  the  remaining 
months  of  this  year  to  attain  other 
goals.  A  special  visitation  program 
was  scheduled  for  January,  to  sup¬ 
plement  the  usual  activities  along 
this  line,  with  special  attention  to 
shut-ins.  Increasing  interest  in  the 
cottage  prayer  meetings  held  by 
neighborhood  groups  was  reported 
by  Mrs.  J.  I.  McClurkin,  Secretary 
of  Spiritual  Life. 

Report  was  made  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  presentation  of  two  Life  Mem¬ 
berships.  These  were  given  to  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Riddick,  whose  work  as  Stu¬ 
dent  Secretary,  both  locally  and  in 
the  district,  was  outstanding,  and  to 
Mrs.  C.  Ray  Williams,  who  has 
served  in  many  capacities,  but  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  field  of  Christian  Social 
Relations. 

Mrs.  D.  F.  Newkirk,  president,  ex¬ 
pressed  gratification  at  the  response 
to  the  open-house  held  at  the  par¬ 
sonage  during  the  holiday  season, 
under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  and  the  Guilds. 
This  was  for  all  members  of  the 
church,  and  was  felt  to  be  an  aid 
to  Christian  fellowship. 


The  Little  Rock  District  Wesleyan 
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Service  Guild  will  meet  Friday, 
February  24  at  Highland  Church  at 
6:30  for  a  dinner  meeting,  an¬ 
nounced  Mrs.  M.  O.  Bettis,  district 
secretary.  Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cotton  will 
give  a  resume  of  the  talk  given  by 
Dr.  Tracy  Jones  at  Buck  Hill  Falls. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Siloam  Springs  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  entertained  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  in  observance 
of  Guild  Month,  Friday  evening, 
January  27,  with  a  dinner  in  the 
Fellowship  Center  of  the  church. 
Approximately  one  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  two  organizations  were 
present  to  enjoy  the  food,  fun  and 
fellowship. 

The  table  at  which  the  honored 
guests  were  seated  was  centered  by 
the  Guild  Emblem.  The  other  tables 
were  beautifully  decorated  repre¬ 
senting  the  four  seasons  of  the  year. 
The  ladies  were  seated  according  to 
the  season  of  the  year  in  which  they 
were  born.  The  dinner  was  served 
by  the  Junior  High  girls  of  the 
church  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Roland  King,  Secretary  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  and  Local  Church 
Activities  of  the  W.  S.  C.  S. 

Following  the  dinner,  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  Hodges,  W.  S.  C.  S.  president, 
welcomed  the  guests,  and  Miss  Mary 
Walker,  Guild  President,  expressed 
the  appreciation  of  the  group  for 
being  honored. 

Mrs.  Clifford  Black  had  written 
clever  humorous  poems  introducing 
each  Guild  member.  As  these  were 
read  by  Mrs.  T.  W.  Akins,  Jr.,  each 
one  stood  and  took  her  bow  amid 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  SHREVEPORT,  LOUISIANA 
MARCH  2,  1956 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MARCH  1,  1956 

5 :00  Executive  Meeting  and  Dinner — Noel  Memorial  Church,  520  Herndon  Ave. 

“THAT  THE  WORLD  MAY  KNOW” 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MARCH  2,  1956 

8:00  Registration — In  Educational  Building  Entrance  Hall 

"Lift  Thou  Thy  World,  O  Christ  Closer  to  Thee” 

8 :45  Organ  Prelude 

9 :00  Hymn  297 

Convening  of  the  SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING . 

. Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  President 

Opening  Worship  . Mrs.  M.  G.  Bryant,  President  Shreveport  District 

Welcome  . Mrs.  Andrew  L.  Thomas,  President  First  Methodist  Church 

Report  of  Recording  Secretary  . Mrs.  E.  E.  Stewart 

Committee  Appointments 

Report  of  Research  Committee  ...Mrs.  Geo.  Sexton,  Chmn.  Research  Com. 
Ballot- 

Constitution  and  By-Laws 

Introduction  of  Workers. ...Mrs.  Sam  Dunbar,  Jurisdiction  Sec’y  Supplies 

GROWTH  THROUGH  THE  DISTRICTS 

Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell  and  District  Secretaries  of  Promotion 
Ballot  for  Jurisdiction  Delegates — 

Place  of  Meeting  for  1957 
Courtesies — 

12:00  Noon— Quiet  Hour  . Mrs.  Dana  Dawson 

12:30  Lunch . Mrs.  Harold  L.  Soulen,  Vice  President,  South  Central 

Jurisdiction  W.  S.  C.  S. 

“Through  Me  Thy  Truth  Be  Shown,  Thy  Love  Made  Known” 
AFTERNOON  SESSION 

1 :45  Organ  Prelude 

2 :00  Hymn 

Scripture  and  Prayer  . Mrs.  Glen  E.  Laskey 

Report  of  Ballots — 

OFFICERS  HOUR:  “Through  Mine— Let  Thy  Life  Shine” 

Mrs.  C.  B.  McEachern — Vice  President 

Mrs.  Robley  Davis — Missionary  Education  and  Service 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Goldthwait— Christian  Social  Relations 

Mrs.  Minza  Rabun — Wesleyan  Service  Guild 

Mrs.  D.  W.  Poole — Student  Work 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Manning  Jr. — Youth  Work 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Richardson — Children’s  Work 

Mrs.  George  E.  Powell — Supply 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Hanson — Status  of  Women 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton — Spiritual  Life 

Mrs.  James  T.  Harris — Missionary  Personnel 

Mrs.  Wideman  Watson— Literature  and  Publication 

Mrs.  J.  H.  McSween — Treasurer 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE  . Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones 

Pledge  Service 

Installation  of  Officers  . Mrs.  George  Sexton 


the  laughter  and  fun  they  evoked. 

Mrs.  Marion  Wasson,  Jr.,  led  the 
group  in  the  singing  of  rounds  and 
songs.  This  was  followed  by  a  hi¬ 
larious  skit  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Milo  Roth.  It  portrayed  a 
school  room  with  teacher,  Mrs.  Clif¬ 
ford  Black,  very  much  out  of  control 
of  her  pupils,  Mesdames  Sperry, 
Tinsley,  Smith,  Perry,  Winston, 
Winfrey  and  Miss  Bpudinot.  The 
“pupils"  were  dressed,  lacking  their 
usual  dignify,  in  jeans,  sweat  shirts. 


bobby  socks,  pony-tails  and  hair 
bows. 

The  delightful  evening  ended  with 
all  singing  “Blest  Be  the  Tie  That 
Binds.” 

At  the  morning  worship  service  of 
the  church  on  the  preceding  Sunday, 
January  22,  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  was  given  special  recognition, 
The  title  of  the  pastor’s  sermon  for 
that  service  was  “Daughters  of  Lyd-: 
ia”,— ^Reporter 
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Baton  Rouge 
District  To 
Build  WF 

At  Hammond 

Staff  Article 


GROUND  will  be  broken  early  next  month, 
March,  beginning  the  construction  of 
the  new  Wesley  Foundation  Building  at 
Southeastern  College,  Hammond,  which 
is  expected  to  be  completed  in  time  for  the 
opening  of  the  fall  school  session.  To  cost  ap¬ 
proximately  $75,000,  the  Colonial  style  building 
will  house  the  Methodist  student  activities  and 
program  of  Wesley  Foundation  which  is  present- 
quarted  in  a  temprorary  building  since  1947. 

Action  was  taken  at  the  December  session 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Conference  making 
the  building  project  a  District  responsibility  af¬ 
ter  presentation  of  the  needs  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  program  by  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thom¬ 
as,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Ham¬ 
mond,  and  Miss  Lillian  T.  Hay,  Director  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  Southeastern. 
The  churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  pledged  to  accept  $30,- 
000  of  the  cost  of  the  building. 
Rev.  Edward  Wi  Harris  is  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Initial  action  for  the  building 
program  was  launched  at  the 
regular  September  meeting  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  Board  of 
Director  at  which  time  an  Advance  Financial 
Campaign  for  the  building  was  authorized. 
$1,000  was  pledged  by  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Alumni  representative  on  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  shortly  after  Wesley  Foundation  mem¬ 
bers  pledged  $200  for  this  year. 

The  Advance  Gifts  Campaign  has  been  con¬ 
ducted  through  the  fall  under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  who,  according  to  those 
close  to  the  project,  has  given  himself  to  the 
program  in  most  commendable  way. 

On  Sunday  morning,  November  20,  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  program  was  presented  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  First  Church,  Hammond,  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  responded  with  gifts  and  pledges  over 
a  three  year  period  totaling  $23,000. 

Leaders  of  the  program  report  that  a  total 
of  $11,200.00  has  been  given  by  friends  from  ov¬ 
er  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000.00  has  been  made  by  the  Commission  of 
Student  Center  Buildings  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  building  as  planned  will  be  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Colonial  design,  brick  and  will  have  a  floor 
space  of  6,600  square  feet.  Facilities  will  include 


a  chapel,  lounge  with  large  fireplace,  director’s 
office,  counsel  room,  library  and  class  room, 
students’  office,  stage,  dining  and  recreation 
room,  kitchen,  closet,  storage  and  pantry.  The 
building  will  be  air-conditioned.  The  location, 
16  blocks  from  the  church,  is,  immediately 
.  across  the  street  from  the  college’s  girls’  dorm¬ 
itories,  science  building,  Business  Administra¬ 
tion  Class  room’  building  and  the  college’s  ad¬ 
ministration  building. 

Memorials  for  the  building  will  include  the 
real  estate  where  the  building  will  be  construct¬ 
ed,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Wiginton  of 
Hammond,  in  memory  of  their  daughter,  Mable, 
who  died  suddenly  while  a  freshman  at  the  col¬ 
lege.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wiginton  are  well- 
known  in  Louisiana  Medical  circles,  both  have 
served  as  presidents  of  the  Louisiana  Medical 
and  Medical  Auxiliary  Associations,  respective¬ 
ly.  Dr.  Wiginton  has  given  considerable  leader¬ 
ship  in  Wesley  Foundation  work  for  several 
years. 

A  third  memorial  will  be  the  Dr.  Roy  B. 
Harrison  Counsel  Room.  Dr.  Har¬ 
rison  was  a  prominent  physician 
of  New  Orleans,  who  served  as 
secretary  to  the  State  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  prominent  Meth¬ 
odist  and  served  on  the  Board 
of  Stewards  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and 
did  consderablg  philantrophic 
work  especially  with  youth  work. 

The  annual  budget  for  the  program  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  work  at  Southeastern  is  secured 
by  appropriations  from  First  Church,  Hammond, 
($1,800);  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Denham 
Springs;  Amite;  Ponchatcfula;  Pine  Grove; 
Montelier;  Killen;  Clinton;  Clear  Creek;  Frank- 
linton;  Kentwood;  Tangipahoa;  Bogalusa;  Tick- 
faw;  Loranger;  and  Slauther.  Also,  several  oth¬ 
er  nearby  churches  make  contributions,  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Education  makes 
an  appropriation.  A  conference  plan  whereby 
churches  having  students  attending  schools 
having  Wesley  Foundation  programs  contribute 
$5.00  for  each  student  is  a  final  source  of  funds 
for  the  operating  budget. 

Those  close  to  the  program  give  Dr.  Wigin*' 
ton  much  credit  for  the  progress  of  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  Southeastern  program  to  date. 

The  Building  Committee  named  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  carry  out  the  Building 


program  include:  Ed  Wourtney,  chairman;  Dr. 
Wiginton,  vice-chairman;  Van  Miller,  treasurer; 
Lillian  Hay,  secretary;  O.  P.  Waldrep;  W.  J. 
Wylie;.  Steve  Ladew;  "Rev.  Mr.  Thomas,  all  of 
Hammond;  Dr.  Collins  P:  Lipscomb,  Ponchatou- 
la;  Elmer  Sanders,  Kentwood;  Mrs.  G.  F.  Poole, 
Bogalusa;  Ronnie  Simmons,  Franklinton;  A.  E. 
Hood,  Sr.,  Amite:  Merrill  Welsh,  Baton  Rouge; 
Dr.  T.  W.  Morgan,  Denham  Springs,  and  Rev. 
Edward  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  architect  is  Bob  Coleman^of  Wilson  and 
Coleman,  Architects,  Baton  Rouge. 


SERVICE  PROJECTS  BOOKLET 
AVAILABLE 

Personnel  needs  of  the  Methodist  Church  are 
summarized  in  the  1956  edition  of  Methodist 
Service  Projects. 

The  68-page  booklet,  issued  annually  by  the 
Interboard  Committee  on  Christian  Vocations, 
describes  a  wide  variety  of  vocational  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  the  church. 

In  addition,  to  an  estimated  annual  need  of 
2800  ministers  and  hundreds  of  missionaries,  the 
manual  points  up  personnel  needs  in  a  score  of 
other  church-related  fields. 

The  manual  also  contains 

— a  statement  on  a  Christian  philosophy 
of  vocation 

— a  description  of  volunteer  and  short¬ 
term  service  opportunities 
— information  on  Methodist  student  loan 
and  scholarship  funds 
— and  a  listing  of  personnel  officers  of 
the  Methodist  Church 

Youth  counselors  and  teachers  will  find  this 
directory  of  service  opportunities  to  be  a  valu¬ 
able  resource. 

“We  would  like  for  this  booklet  to  attract  a 
considerable  readership  among  adults,”  said  the 
Rev.  Richard  Belcher,  executive  secretary  of  the 
interboard  agency. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Belcher  emphasized  that  the 
demand  for  full-time  church  workers  continues 
to  outrace  the  supply.  “Adults  should  have  a 
sense  of  responsibility  for  meeting  personnel 
needs,”  he  said,  “and  every  Methodist  pastor 
should  have  a  copy  of  this  booklet  on  his  desk.” 

Copies  of  the  booklet  may  be  ordered  from 
the  Interboard  Committee  on  Christian  Voca¬ 
tions,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tenn.  Single 
copies  sell  for  ten  cents.  The  price  for  100  copies 
is  $8. 


Lillian 

Hay 


Rev.  Edward 
R.  Thomas 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


•  Hall  Summit  Holds  66 Pow-Wow  Party” 

By  Ella  Mae  Charlton 


ACTING  CENTENARY 
LIBRARIAN  ANNOUNCED 


Following  the  completion  of  five  weeks  study  of  the  mission  unit  on 
Indian  Americans,  the  Junior  class  of  the  Hall  Summit  Methodist  Church 
acted  as  hosts  at  the  “Pow-Wow  Party”  on  Sunday  afternoon,  January  29th, 
when  members  of  the  children’s  division  of  the  five  other  churches  on  the 
charge  were  invited  to  attend. 

Decorations  and  program  were  contributions  of  the  children  and 
workers  in  that  division.  Indian  tepees,  totem  poles,  tiny  moccasins  and 
Indian  headdress,  all  made  by  the  Juniors,  added  a  realistic  touch  to  the 
ps^rty  which  was  well  attended.  Notebooks  on  display,  also  made  by  the 
Junior  girls,  revealed  the  knowledge  they  had  gained  during  their  study. 


The  program  opened  with  a  pray¬ 
er  by  the  minister  of  the  Hall  Sum¬ 
mit  charge,  the  Rev.  Floyd  Durham, 
followed  by  a  song  led  by  three 
Junior  girls.  Mrs.  Harvey  Jackson, 
teacher  in  the  children’s  division, 
gave  a  short  introductory  talk  on 
the  study  of  the  mission  unit  men¬ 
tioning  some  of  the  responsibilities 
which  the  children  have  decided  are 
theirs  .toward  the  Indian  American. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Rural  Work  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  then  showed  slides 
and  explained  the  work  being  done 
at  Dulac  Indian  Mission  in  South 
Louisiana. 

Following  the  showing  of  the 
slides  a  trio  of  Junior  girls  sang 
“Manitou  Listens  to  Me.”  The  next 
part  of  the  program  consisted  of 
crafts  and  games  with  the  group 
dividing  into  Juniors  and  Primaries 
for  this  activity.  During  this  period 
the  significance  of  the  totem  poles 
in  light  of  what  the  church  is  doing 
for  the  Indians  was  explained  to 
the  Juniors. 

At  the  close  of  this  period  of 
activity,  the  group  reassembled  and 
a  Junior  girl  read  the  Indian  version 
of  the  23rd  Psalm.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  reading  of  the  Litany 
of  worship. 

Miss  Thompson  then  showed  the 
film  strip  “Peter  Flying  Eagle.” 

The  program  was  concluded  with 
an  Indian  prayer  and  a  brief  cere¬ 
mony  of  the  pinning  on  of  shoes. 

Refreshments  served  from  a  gai¬ 
ly-decorated  table  further  carried 
out  the  Indian  theme.  There  were 
paper  boats  filled  with  corn  candy 
and  a  large  container  of  pop  corn. 

Junior  girls  who  took  part  on  the 
program  included  Margaret  Dur¬ 
ham,  Brenda  Wimberly  and  Betty 
Robinson.  Jean  Durham  played  the 
piano  and  announced  program  num¬ 
bers.  Acting  as  ushers  were  Terry 


McPhearson,  Jr.  and  Robert  Glen 
Lawson. 

Adults  who  helped  with  arrange¬ 
ments  were  Mrs.  Harvey  Jackson, 
Mrs.  Floyd  Durham,  Mrs.  Otis' Wil¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Jack  Foster  and  Mrs.  Otis 
Norrid. 


TEMPERANCE  FILM 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 

LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Arkadelphia  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Arkadelphia 

Camden  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
El  Dorado 

Hope  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Texarkana 

Little  Rock  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Little  Rock 

Monticello  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Monticello 

Pine  Bluff  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Pine  Bluff 

-JIORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

Batesville  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Batesville 

Conway  District,  First  Methodist  Church., 
Conway 


The  unexpected  death  of  Miss 
Mary  Frances  Smith  on  Feb.  5  has 
resulted  in  the  appointment  of  Dh 
John  R.  Willingham  as  acting  lib¬ 
rarian  at  Centenary  College. 

Miss  Smith,  45,  had  served  on  the 
college  library  staff  since  1941.  Her 
death  apparently  resulted  from  a 
heart  attack.  Prior  to  becoming 
Centenary  College  librarian,  she  had 
been  reference  librarian  at  Shreve 
Memorial  Library  in  Shreveport. 

Funeral  services  for  Miss  Smith 
were  held  at  3:30  p.  m.  February  8 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Osborn  Funeral 
Home.  The  Rev.  William  Fraser, 
head  of  the  Bible  department  at 
Centenary,  and  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Duncan,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Presbyterian  Church, 
officiated.  Burial  was  in  Forest 
Park  Cemetery. 

Dr.  Willingham  will  serve  until 
such  time  as  a  suitable  replacement 
can  be  found  for  Miss  Smith. 


Fayetteville  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Sprinedale 

Forrekt  '*ty  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Forrest  ^Jity 

Fort  Smith  District,  Goddard  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith 

Jonesboro  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Blytheville 

Paragould  District,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
Paragould 

Searcy  District,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Searcy 


MAPLEWOOD  METHODIST 
MEN  IN  ANNUAL 
BENEFIT  SUPPER 

In  the  latter  part  of  January 
every  year  the  Methodist  Men  of 
the  Maplewood  Methodist  Church 
give  a  hamburger  supper,  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  which  goes  to  finance 
the  club’s  annual  project. 

The  supper  was  held  on  January 
28  this  year,  beginning  at  5:00  p.  m. 
and  running  until  8:00  p.  m.  During 
this  time  more  than  500  hamburgers 
were  sold,  and  a  great  number  of 
cakes  and  pies,  as  well  as  coffee  and 
lemonade  were  also  sold,  giving  an 
overall  profit  of  more  than  $235.00. 

“The  most  impressive  thing  about 
the  supper  is  the  organization,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  church  leaders.  It  is  set 
up  under  one  general  chairman.  The 
chairman  this  year  was  Sgt.  Paul 
Treadway.  Every  phase  of  the  work 
is  handled  by  different  committees, 
from  the  advanced  publicity  until 
the  last  thing  is  finished  by  the 
clean-up  detail.  Every  member  of 
the  Methodist  Men  has  a  job,  and 
most  of  the  boys  in  the  church  are 
given  jobs. 

By  using  portable  stoves,  roasters, 
and  various  other  equipment,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  kitchen  was  set  up  in  the 
Educational  annex  where  ,.  orders 
were  fixed  to  take  out.  Almost  200 
hamburgers  were  served  from  this 
kitchen,  while  more  than  300  were 
cooked  in  the  main  kitchen  and 
served  in  the  dining  room. 

Because  of  the  wonderful  fellow¬ 
ship  and  the  feeling  that  each  one 
is  doing  something  for  his  church, 
every  man  of  the  Maplewood  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  looks  forward  to  this 
event  from  one  year  until  the  next. 
— Reporter 


At  left:  Hamburger  time  for  the 
Maplewood  Methodist  Men. 


RECEIPTS  ON  RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 

Louisiana  Conference — Since  Report  of  Jan.  1,  1956  to  February  1,  1956 

CO — Church  Offering.  1$ — Interest  Shares. 

....$  639.85 


T.  L.  Hassel  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Allen 
R.  C.  Heard  . 


CO 

$21.00 

IS 

20.00 

...IS 

10.00 

...IS 

10.00 . 

GO 

34.00 . 

CO 

75.00 . 

CO 

50.00 

...IS 

14.00 . 

61.00 

34.00 

50.00 

50.00 

14.00 


Total  churches  reporting  to  date — 18  . 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT — Last  report,  10  churches  reporting 
Churches  reporting  last  year  18.  Sent  in  last  year  $777.64. 

J anuary — Meadows  Chapel  . CO 

Baker  'Church  . CO 

Kentwood  Church  . ,r . CO 


$10.00.. 
17.00. 
14.54  . 


Total  churches  reporting  to  date — 13  . . 

Churches  reporting  last  year  23.  Sent  in  last  year  $805.96 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT — Last  report,  13  churches  reporting . 

January — Nothing  in. 

Churches  reporting  last  year  13.  Sent  in  last  year  $676.45 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT — Last  report,  9  churches  reporting 
January — Nothing  in. 

Churches  reporting  last  year  11.  Sent  in  last  year  $603.71 

MONROE  DISTRICT — Last  report,  11  churches  reporting  . 

J  anuary — Sterlington  Church  . CO 

Grayson  Church  . CO 

Jack  L.  Holt,  Lake  Providence  . „ . IS 


..$  873.83 
..$  244.77 

10.00 

17.00 

14.54 

$  286.31 

$  434.53 


..$  291.45 


$17.50 
16.00  . 
10.00 


Total  churches  to  date — 14  . 

Churches  reporting  last  year  20.  Sent  in  last  year  $743.87. 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Last  report,  11  churches  reporting 

January — St.  Marks  Church  . CO 

Algiers  Church  . CO 

A  member — Gentilly  Church  . IS 


$17.21.. 
50.00, 
20.00  . 


Total  churches  reporting  to  date — 12  . : . $  996.25 


Churches  reporting  last  year  20.  Sent  in  last  year  $1,354.46 

RUSTON  DISTRICT — Last  report,  13  churches  reporting  . $  355.00 

January — Memorial  to  Mrs.  Alonza  Early 

from  Marion  Church  . . IS  $10.00 .  10.00 

Total  churches  reporting — 14  . 

Churches  reporting  last  year  10.  Sent  in  last  year  $627.45 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT — Last  report,  19  churches  reporting 

J  anuary — Barksdale  Church  . CO 

Morningside  Church  . CO 

WSCS  1st  Church,  Bossier  City  . IS 

Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam  . * . is 

Rev.  Rupert  Coles,  Mooringsport  . .  is 


20.00.. 
20.00  . 
30.00.. 
10.00. 
10.00. 


Total  churches  reporting — 23  . 

Churches  reporting  last  year  26. 


Sent  in  last  year — $2,427.73 

TABULATION 

This  Year 


..$  365.00 

$1,769.40 

20.00 

20.00 

30.00 

10.00 

10.00 

..$1,859.40 


TOTALS  OF  TABULATIONS 


18 

$  873.83 

18 

.13 

286.31 

23 

.13 

434.53 

13 

.  9 

291.45 

11 

14 

242.28 

18 

.12 

996.25 

20 

14 

365.00 

10 

23 

1,859.40 

26 

Churches  Rep.* 
This  Y'ear 
$2,509.22 


..$  198.78 
17.50 
16.00 
10.00 

..$  242.28 

..$  908.98 
17.21 
50.00 
20.00 


Amount  Churches  Rep.* 

This  Year  Last  Year 

$5,349.05  139 

($2,509.22  short  of  last  year) 

1st  Year  . $3,179.46 

2™?  year  .  8,016.27 

This  year  .  5,349.05 


Last  Year 
$  777.64 
805.96 

675.45 
603.71 
743.87 

1,354.46 

627.45 
2,427.73 


Amount 
Last  Year 
$7,858.27 


$16,544.78 


*  23  Churches  more  reported  last  year  than  so  far  this  year. 

e  had  hoped  that  we  could  get  in  enough  to  start  construction  of  the  first  dunlei 
in  Ruston  early  this  Spring  and  have  it  ready  for  two  of  our  preachers  bv  CorrfereS™ 
but  we  do  not  feel  that  we  should  proceed  until  we  have  a  full  $18,000  00  in  the  bank 
If  we  would  raise  as  much  as  we  did  last  year  we  would  have  this  kmount  b  k 

It  may  be  that  some  churches  have  put  this  proiect  into  their  hnrtoot  «  „„ 
please  try  and  pay  it  at  the  end  of  your  third  qSar  lr  o"  notify  the  Bolrd  a?  w  ft? 
Logansport,  La.,  that  it  is  coming.— J.  B.  Grambling  y  ard  at  box  175 


FEBRUARY  16,  1956 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 
MYFUND  PROJECT 


MYF  HAS  PANEL 
DISCUSSION  ON 
CHRISTIAN  VOCATIONS 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  Zachary  Methodist  Church 
held  a  series  of  panel  discussions 
on  Christian  Vocations  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  area  of  Christian  VTitness  at 
the  afternoon  sessions  during  Jan- 
uary.  ,  , 

Adult  members  of  the  church 
representing  various  occupations 
were:  J.  I.  Daniel,  Jr.,  banking;  Dr. 
B.  B.  Lane,  Jr.,  medicine;  Carruth 
Annison,  farming;  John  Cazort,  in¬ 
dustrial  worker,  and  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Ingalls,  teaching. 

Young  people  taking  part  in  the 
discussions  were:  Bill  Smith,  Jim¬ 
mie  Messer,  Henry  Baxter  and  Webb 
Umburger.  Rev.  J.  W.  Ailor,  pastor, 
acted  as  moderator. 

Carol  Lyn  Booth  is  chairman  of 
the  program  area  of  Christian  Wit¬ 
ness. — Reporter 


ITINERATION  OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS  AND 
MISSIONARIES 

It  used  to  be  that  we  in  this  coun¬ 
try  carried  the  gospel  abroad  with¬ 
out  any  thought  of  reciprocity.  Now, 
in  many  cases,  international  stu¬ 
dents  and  missionaries  on  furlough 
are  bringing  the  gospel  to  this  coun- 
try. 

The  various  international  students 
and  missionaries  that  have  been 
visiting  Methodist  summer  institutes, 
camps,  and  assemblies  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  might  very  well  be  said 
to  “bring  tidings  from  afar” — “of 
nations  in  commotion,”  it  is  true, 
but  also  bearing  witness  to  the  love 
of  God  for  all  people. 

The  year  1956  will  see  another 
itineration  of  international  students 
and  missionaries  on  furlough,  to 
youth  and  young  adult  summer 
agencfes.  The  intinerants  will  serve 
in  various  capacities.  Miss  Jennie 
Youngblood,  who  handles  the  itin¬ 
eration  for  the  Joint  Department 
of  Missionary  Education,  a  unit  of 
both  the  Board  of  Education  and  the 
Board  of  Missions,  said  they  would 
serve  as  speakers,  interest  group 
leaders,  resource  persons  and  in 
many  other  ways. 

Miss  Youngblood  has  sent  the 
necessary  information  about  the  use. 
in  summer  agencies  of  internation¬ 
al  students  and  missionaries  to  con- 
f  e  r  e  n  c  e  executive  secretaries,  to 
deans  or  directors  of  summer  in¬ 
stitutes,  camps  and  assemblies,  and 
to  conference  directors  of  adult  work 
and  presidents  of  conference  young 
adult  fellowships. 

“Because  we  have  over  400  re¬ 
quests  each  year  for  missionaries 
and  international  students  to  serve 
in  summer  meetings,  it  is  important 
that  the  requests  reach  us  before 
April  1,”  Miss  Youngblood  said. 

This  enterprise  is  one  of  many 
sponsored  by  the  Joint  Department 
of  Missionary  Education  that  will 
help  ultimately  to  bring  “healing  and 
sight”  to  both  the  East  and  the  West. 

Request  for  a  missionary  or  in¬ 
ternational  student  should  be  sent 
to  the  Joint  Department  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education,  P.  O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


Since  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  on  the  bottom  of- 
the  list  for  money  pledged  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  MYFund  the  North 
Arkansas  Youth  Council  decided  on 
a  project  in  the  Conference  to  in¬ 
spire  churches  to  pledge.  World 
globes  are  being  sent  around  in  each 
district  and  though  no  official  re¬ 
port  has  been  made  as  yet,  there 
have  been  some  comments  on  the 
success  of  the  globes  in  a  few  of 
the  districts.  The  globes  will  be 
turned  in  at  the  annual  Conference 
Assembly  where  the  money  collect¬ 
ed  will  be  sent  on  to  the  MYFund 
office.  Besides  this  money  there  will 
be  a  report  on  the  churches  that 
have  pledged  to  the  Fund  during 
this  time  and  how  much  they 
pledged. 

Each  church  is  urged  to  take  the 
globe  into  the  church  when  it  comes 
and  help  create  as  much  interest 
and  enthusiasm  as  possible  in  the 
project  and  in  the  MYFund  itself. 
As  the  largest  percentage  of  the 
MYFund  Dollar  is  for  World  Mis¬ 
sions,  the  globe  was  selected  to  be 
used  in  the  project  to  represent 
that  the  money  would  be  used 
throughout  the  world.  Using  the 
available  material  on  the  MYFund, 
all  MYF  members  should  be  aware 
of  the  opportunity  and  need  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  MYFund. 

It  is  bad  that  our  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  is  on  the  bottom  of 
the  list  but  how  much  worse  it 
will  be  if  it  continues  to  stay  there! 
Back  the  project  when  it  is  in  your 
church  and  make  it  your  own  spec¬ 
ial  project  to  support  the  MYFund 
the  year  around.  —  Mary  Dodgen, 
Treasurer  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Harvey  Spillman 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Harvey 
Spillman  Sub-District  was  held  in 
Slaughter  on  January  23  at  7:30 
p.  m. 

An  interesting  program,  centered 
around  a  diary,  was  given  by  the 
Slaughter  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship.  The  diary  contained  the  things 
the  MYF  wanted  to  accomplish  next 
year. 

President  Rodney  Hendricks  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  meeting. 
There  was  a  total  of  152  present,  120 
of  whom  were  members. 

Llewllyn  Spillman  of  New  Hope 
Church  introduced  a  new  church, 
Tunica,  which  has  20  young  people. 
Rev.  Oakley  Edwards  of  St.  Francis- 
ville  is  pastor  of  the  church  and 
assisted  the  young  people  in  form¬ 
ing  their  organization. — Bessie  Nell 
Horne 

42  Youth  Sought 
For  2-Year  Mission 

A  worker  with  boys  in  a  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  community  center,  and  a 
girls’  physical  education  teacher  for 
a  Methodist  mission  school  in  North 
Carolina  are  among  the  needs  listed 
as  most  pressing  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  in  its  search  this  year  for 
special  workers  in  home  missions. 

With  only  three  months  remain¬ 
ing  in  which  special  term  workers 


Notice  To  MYF  Essay 
Contestants 

The  date  of  the  final  contest 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference  Es¬ 
say  Speech  Contest  has  been 
changed  to  April  7.  The  dates  of 
local  contest  have  been  extended 
to  as  late  as  February  28,  and 
district  contests  to  March  10.  The 
time  limit  still  is  ten  minutes. 

Write  to  Dr.  W.  E.  Hotalen  (on_ 
ly),  P.  O.  Box  360,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  for  literature  on  the  theme, 
“The  Truth  About  Beer.”  Final¬ 
ists  awards  are:  First,  $100.00; 
s  e  c  o  nd,  $50.00;  third,  $25.00; 
others,  $10.00  each. — F.  C.  Col¬ 
lins,  Secretary 


may  be  accepted,  the  Board  has  ob¬ 
tained  only-  eight  of  50  persons 
needed  in  home  missions  work.  The 
Board’s  Office  of  Missionary  Per- 
sonel  in  New  York  has  announced 
that  it  is  urgently  seeking  to  fill 
the  remaining  42  vacancies  as  soon 
as  possible.  There  is  a  particular 
need  this  year,  the  Office  said,  for 
at  least  10  men. 

The  special  termers,  who  are 
known  as  “US-2’s,”  will  serve  in 
home  missions  projects  —  schools, 
hospitals,  children’s  homes,  town 
and  country  work,  community  cen¬ 
ters — two  years,  if  the  project  is  in 
the  continental  United  States,  or 
three  years  if  it  is  in  an  outpost 
area,  such  as  Alaska  or  Puerto  Rico. 
They  will  receive  a  cash  salary  and 
maintenance,  plus  one  month’s  vaca¬ 
tion  each  year  and  travel  to  the 
field  of  service. 

Requirements  include  college 
graduation,  being  between  21  and  32 
in  age  and  having  a  “desire  to  serve, 
ability  to  work  effectively  with 
others  and  practical  skills  which 
could  be  used  in  home  mission  pro¬ 
jects.”  Persons  accepted  as  US-2’s 
will  receive  six  weeks’  specialized 
training  this  summer  before  go¬ 
ing  to  work. 

Persons  interested  in  the  US-2 
program  are  urged  to  write  im¬ 
mediately  4o  the  Office  of  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel,  150  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

In  a  statement  pointing  oui  par¬ 
ticularly  urgent  needs,  the  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel  Office  said: 

“One  of  the  most  pressing  needs 
that  must  be  filled  this  year  is  for 
a  boys’  worker  in  a  Wesley  House 
(community  center)  in  Louisville. 
The  person  selected  must  be  skilled 
in  working  with  boys  from  9  to  18 
years  old,  know  softball,  basketball 
and  other  games,  be  able  to  con¬ 
duct  arts  and  crafts  classes  and  di¬ 
rect  camping  activities. 

“There  is  also  an  urgent  need  for 
a  teacher  of  physical  education  at 
the  Allen  High  School  (for  girls) 
at  Asheville,  N.  C.,  and  at  other 
mission  schools.  At  least  12  young 
women  are  sought  for  town  and 
country  work  in  our  rural  areas,  and 
up  to  15  could  be  placed.  There  is 
need  for  a  home  economics  teacher 
at  the  Henderson  Settlement  in  east¬ 
ern  Kentucky  and  there  is  a  continu¬ 
ing  need  for  social  group  workers 
in  kindergartens  and  community 
centers.” 

Most  US-2’s  will  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department  of 
Work  in  Home  Fields  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  of  Christian  Service, 
one  of  four  major  divisions  of  the 
Missions. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Ruperl 


HOPES  OF  GETTING  BETTER 

The  other  day  I  heard  a  story  I 
haven’t  heard  for  many  years.  That 
could  mean  that  the  younger  gen¬ 
eration  hasn’t  heard  it.  So,  I’ll  risk 
repeating  it  here  because  it  says 
something  I  want  to  talk  about  this 
week. 

The  story  concerns  the  couple  who 
came  to  a  minister  to  be  married. 
They  were  along  in  years,  a  little 
beyond  the  usual  age  for  marriage, 
but  had  been  .courting  for  a  good 
many  year.  In  the  ceremony  the 
preacher  asked  the  aging  bride,  “Do 
you  take  this  man  for  better  or 
worse?”  Her  reply  was,  “He  can’t 
be  no  worse,  and  there  isn’t  much 
hope  of  his  getting  any  better,  so 
I’ll  just  take  him  as  he  is.” 

It  doesn’t  take  much  of  a  stretch 
of  the  imagination  to  apply  those 
characteristics  to  the  world  in  which 
we  find  ourselves  today.  There  are 
-those  who  say  things  cannot  possibly 
get  worse.  But  those  kind  of'  folks 
always  awaken  to  find  tomorrow  is 
worse  than  today — in  their  judg¬ 
ment.  To  hear  some  folks  talk,  times 
were  never  tougher,  they  never  had 
it  so  bad,  and  the  world  is  a  pretty 
rough  customer  in  general.  And  if 
you  suggest  they  hold  up  a  moment 
in  their  racing  commentary  of  doom 
and  evil,  they  accuse  you  of  being 
too  idealistic  or  romantic.  What  we 
need,  they  say,  is  to  be  realistic. 
I  agree.  We  need  to  be  realistic. 
No  point  in  glossing  over  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  saying  all’s  well  with  the 
world  when  it  isn’t.  The  fellow  who 
gets  into  an  argument  with  a  skunk 
is  going  to  carry  away  with  him 
that  characteristic  identifying  mark 
which  odiferiously  announces  to  all 
he  meets,  what  it  is  he  has  just 
encountered!  No  point  in  saying 
it  isn’t  so  bad,  when  he  knows,  and 
every  nose  he  meets  knows  that  few 
smells  can  be  worse.  But,  the  world 
is  not  full  of  skunks.  Bet  you  haven’t 
met  one  face  to  face  for  some  little 
time.  So,  it  could  be  worse. 

Then  you  have  those  folks  who 
see  no  chance  of  the  world  getting 
any  better.  “Tomorrow  is  just  an¬ 
other  today,  and  look  at  us  now,” 
they  remark,  looking  down  their 
noses.  “What  chance  is  there  for 
peace  when  we  are  forever  ‘on  the 
brink’  of  some  conflict  or  another? 
What  chance  is  there  for  easing  the 
hunger  and  pain  of  starving  peo¬ 
ples  when  these  who  have  food  to 
spare,  put  a  high  price  on  their  sur¬ 
plus?  After  all,  you  can’t  change 
human  nature,  so  what  chance  is 
there  for  tomorrow  to  be  any  dif¬ 
ferent  than,  today?”  So  runs  the 
argument  of  these  hopeless,  so-call¬ 
ed  realists." 

Well,  let  us  admit,  there  is  some¬ 
thing  stoically  heroic  about  the  per¬ 
son  who  takes  things  as  they  are 
and  courageously  tries  to  live  with 
them.  But,  sometimes  we  can  have 
too  great  a  power  of  adjustment  so 
that  we  adapt  and  accept  too  much 
of  what  is,  and  we  fail  to  help  cre¬ 
ate  what  ought  to  be.  I  don’t  pro¬ 
pose  that  a  partner  to  a  marriage 
go  into  that  relationship  with  the 
idea  of  reforming  his  mate.  But  life 
in  the  world  is  not  an  identical 
parallel  with  marriage.  There  are 
some  things  in  the  world  which 
need  to  be  and  can  be  changed.  And 
the  young  Christians  knows  the  One 
and  the  only  Way  which  can  help 
him  hold  fast  to  the  hope  of  help¬ 
ing  to  make  things  better. 
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New  Book* 

Autobiography  Of 
Peter  Cartwright 

Walter  Russell  Bowie. 

Abingdon  Press,  $3.75 

In  1856  one  of  the  first  circuit 
riders,  certainly  one  of  the  best 
known,  penned  the  memoirs  of  his 
seventy-one  years.  The  Centennial 
Edition  of  this  book,  “Autobiogra¬ 
phy  of  Peter  Cartwright,”  was  pub¬ 
lished  February  6  by  Abingdon 
press.  In  the  thirty-four  chapters, 
the  frontier  minister,  Peter  Cart¬ 
wright  tells  about  his  experiences, 
including  fifty-three  years  as  .  a 
traveling  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
connection,  when  he  acquired  al¬ 
most  legendary  status,  and  miracu¬ 
lous  tales  of  his  feats  spread 
through  the  land. 

As  a  personal  narrative  this  is 
a  remarkable  and  highly  entertain¬ 
ing  autobiography.  He  tells  one 
story  after  another  about  his  many 
adventures  on  the  frontier — rout¬ 
ing  rowdies  from  the  camp  meet¬ 
ings,  outwitting  proselyting  minis¬ 
ters  of  other  denominations,  debat¬ 
ing  on  religion  with  an  atheistic 
army  captain  on  a  river  steamboat, 
attending  Bishop  Francis  Asbury’s 
funeral  and  many  more  incidents. 

Interspersed  among  these  stories 
are  accounts  of  Cartwright’s  travels, 
the  conferences,  the  bishops  —  as 
well  as  views  on  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  slavery,  an  educated  ministry, 
dram  drinking  and  the  usefulness  of 
camp  meetings. 

Here,  too,  is  a  valuable  source 
book  on  the  history  of  Methodism 
and  religion  in  general  in  the  area 
between  Tennessee  and  Illinois  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  from  the  beginning 
to  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  Peter  Cartwright  describes  the 
hardships  under  which  the  frontier 
preacher  labored  —  thieves,,  floods, 
poor  lodgings,  illness  and  the  row¬ 
dies.  In  vivid  detail  he  gives  inter¬ 
esting  insight  into  the  Second  Great 
Awakening,  in  which  he  was  a  lead¬ 
ing  figure,  and  tells  how  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended  upon  congregations 
and  smote  hundreds  so  that  they 
fell  as  dead. 

Any  person  interested  in  Amer¬ 
icana,  in  religious  history  in  general, 
the  history  of  Methodism  in  partic¬ 
ular — everyone  interested  in  a  good 
tale  of  adventure  —  will  find  plea¬ 
sure  in  reading  this  book. 

Charles  L.  Wallis,  who  wrote  the 
Introduction  for  this  edition,  is  min¬ 
ister  of  the  College  Church  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  English  at  Keuka  College, 
Keuka  Park,  New  York.  He  is  a 
contributor  of  stories  and  articles 
to  many  leading  periodicals  and  is 
editor  of  “Pulpit  Preaching”  and 
the  “New  York  Folklore  Quarterly.” 
He  is  compiler  of  “Treasury  of  Ser¬ 
mon  Illustrations”  and  “Speakers’ 
Illustrations  for  Special  Days,”  both 
Published  by  Abingdon  Press^ 

NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
toe  North  Arkansas  Conference. 
This  is  probably  the  first  time  in 
toe  history  of  the  conference  that 
toe  total  enrollment  in  training 
schools  surpassed  the  total  number 
°f  officers  and  teachers  in  the 
church  school.  This  does  not  mean 
that  anything  like  all  of  our  offi¬ 
cers  and  teachers  took  a  training 
course,  as  a  number  took  more  than 
°ne  course  and  a  number  of  other 
Persons  who  are  not  teachers  or  of¬ 
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ficers  were  enrolled  in  training 
schools. 

The  conference  of  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  nearest  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  in  number  of 
course  cards  issued  was  the  North 
Texas  Conference  with  2,950. 

Only  four  conferences  in  the 
Methodist  Church  had  a  larger  en¬ 
rollment  or  larger  number  of  course 
cards  than  did  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference:  South  Carolina,  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina,  Holston  and 
Virginia.  Each  of  these  conferences 
are  much  larger  conference  than 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 
The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
had  more  training  enterprises  than 
any  other  conference  in  Methodism. 

This  splendid  record  was  made 
possible  because  of  the  larger  num¬ 
ber  of  local  church  one-unit  train¬ 
ing  schools  conducted  during  the 
past  year.  We  are  delighted  that  the 
training  program  is  becoming  more 
and  more  a  local  church-centered 
program.  That’s  the  way  it  should 
be. 


New  Certifications 

Two  more  persons  have  been 
certified  for  the  course  on  Christian 
Mission  in  a  Revolutionary  World. 
Dr.  Fred  G.  Roebuck  of  Fort  Smith 
and  Miss  .May  Boudinot  of  Siloam 
Spring. 

Rev.  Worh  W.  Gibson  has  been 
certified  for  the  course  on  “How 
to  Read  and  Study  the  Bible.” 


The  reports  coming  to  our  office 
from  the  Conway,  Searcy  and 
Jonesboro  area  schools,  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  of  January  29-Feb- 
ruary  3,  indicate  that  excellent 
schools  were  held  in  spite  of  the 
terrific  rain  and  other  handicaps. 


v  Newport  Area  School 

^  '  / 

A  four  unit  three-day  training 
school  is  being  held  this  week  at 
Newport,  with  the  following  cours¬ 
es  being  offered:  - 

“How  to  Teach  in  the  Church 
School,”  Rev.  Arvill  Brannon. 

“Guiding  Intermediates,”  Rev. 
Charles  Casteel. 

,  “Friendship  and  Marriage,”  Rev. 
N.  Lee  Cate. 

“The  Life  of  Jesus,”  Ira  A. 
Brumley. 


Fayetteville  Area  Training  School 

The  Fayetteville  Area  Training 
School  is  to  be  held  in  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville, 
February  27-March  2,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  courses  being  offered: 

“The  Use  of  the  Bible  with  Chil¬ 
dren,”  Mrs.  A.  Merritt  Dietterich. 

“Guiding  Intermediates  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Growth,”  Rev.  Worth  W.  Gib¬ 
son. 

“Church  School  Administration,” 
Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley. 

“Ways  of  Teaching,”  Mrs.  Howard 
Grimes. 

“Methodist  Beliefs,”  Ira  A.  Brum¬ 
ley. 

There  is  to  be  a  First  Series 
school  through  the  first  three 
nights,  February  27-29,  in  which 
Rev.  Alfred  A.  Knox  is  to  offer  the 
course  on  “Understanding  Our¬ 
selves,”  which  is  a  course  for  youth 
only,  persons  15-23  years  of  age. 


Other  Schools 

There  are  h  number  of  First  Ser¬ 
ies  training  schools  being  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  February:  Wise¬ 
man,  Forrest  Chapel,  Sulphur 
Springs,  Cabot,  Brightwater,  Oil 
Trough,  Oxford,  Old  Philadelphia. 


OBITUARIES 

MORRISON — Mrs.  Pearl  Orr  Mor¬ 
rison,  daughter  of  the  late  Joe  N. 
and  Alice  Orr  of  Thornton,  died  sud¬ 
denly  in  a  Little  Rock  hospital  on 
September  27,  1955.  Survivors  in¬ 
clude  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Raymond 
Henry,  Thornton;  a  son,  Jack  Mor¬ 
rison,  Dallas,  Texas;  three  sisters, 
Mrs.  Jim  Turner,  Mrs.  Jarrell  Wise 
and  Miss  Lou  Orr;  one  brother, 
Jim  Orr  all  of  Thornton,  and  seven 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Thornton  Methodist  Church 
on  Wednesday,  September  28,  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Winston  Hudnall. 

Mrs.  Morrison  was  loyal  and  de¬ 
voted  to  her  church.  Truly  she 
spent  her  life  for  others.  She  was 
a  loving,  sacrificial  mother,  grand¬ 
mother  and  sister.  May  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice,  love  and  devotion  which 
characterized  her  life  be  with  us  for¬ 
ever.  The  family,  church  and  neigh¬ 
bors  miss  her  presence,  but  we 
thank  God  for  the  witness  she  bore 
for  Christ  and  the  faith  she  impart¬ 
ed  to  all  who  knew  her. — Mrs.  Jar¬ 
rell  Wise,  a  sister. 


CRANK — W.  S.  Crank  was  born  on 
June  21,  1871,  and  passed  away  on 
November  19,  1955,  at  his  home  in 
Hope.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Josie 
McClellan  on  October  6,  1892.  His 
wife  survives  him  with  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Virgil  Williams  of  Waters, 
Oklahoma;  three  sons,  Floyd  of 
Hope,  Ernest  of  Waters,  Oklahoma, 
Linton  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  14  grand¬ 
children;  11  great-grandchildren;  a 
sister,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Webb  of  Lewis¬ 
ville;  two  brothers,  George  of  Lew¬ 
isville,  and  Dee  of  Idabel,  Okla. 

Brother  Crank  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church  in  early  life  and 
was  a  loyal  worker  for  the  church 
and  his  community.  His  home  was 
the  preacher’s  home  when  in  his 
community.  He  always  took  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  in  the  services  of  the 
church  and  always  looked  forward 
to  having  everything  in  full  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  stewards  this  writer  ever  had 
in  a  local  church. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
in  the  Mt.  Nebo  Church  by  his  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  H.  A.  F.  Ault,  assisted  by 
the  writer,  on  November  21.  A  good 
man  has  gone  to  his  reward. — A.  J. 
Bearden. 


WALLS — Kyra  Marlene  Walls  was 
born  on  February  7,  1953,  and  pass¬ 
ed  away  on  January  27,  1956,  just 
before  her  third  birthday. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
the  following  Sunday  afternoon  in 
the  Farm  Hill  Methodist  Church 
with  Rev.  Otto  Teague  in  charge, 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  B. 
Yount. 

Children  of  the  Sunday  School 


carried  the  floral  offerings  to  the 
graveside  in  the  adjacent  Farm  Hill 
cemetery  where  little  Kyra  was  laid 
to  rest. 

Survivors  include  her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Walls,  Jr.;  a 
brother,  Barry;  a  sister,  Karen;  her 
maternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Brown;  her  paternal 
grandmother,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Walls,  Sr., 
and  her  maternal  great  grandpar¬ 
ents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Astin. 

Little  Kyra  was  never  able  to  en¬ 
joy  good  health  and  thus  it  was 
that  she  became  a  cherished  posses¬ 
ion  to  all  her  loved  ones.  Her  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  will  all  be  better 
people  for  having  had  Kyra  in  their 
midst  for  awhile. — Mrs.  Clayton 
Clampit. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Phone  FR  5-8500 


5,000  S  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  book*, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
OspL  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chleago,  S,  ML 


GO  W  N  S 

Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
■Lx'S  Headquarters  for 
m  RELIGIOUS  SUPPLU  S 


Church  Fvrnltvr*  .  Steles  j 
Embroideries  •  Vettaeate 
Honalnos  •  Cemmenleo  j 

Sen  .  Allorgrnu  Ooodr  III, 


WRITE-  DEPT  JL  TOR  CATALOG  ijjl 


\  fALOG  Fiji 

-  M$r 


monai^svi, 

-  *3  ARCH  STREET.  PHIlADflPM 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 
ALL-STATE  SUPPLY.  INC. 

1401  W.  Capitol  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 

415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

In 

rresn  rrozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 

Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

_ "In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district ” 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


warn 


BEING  TRUE  TO  OUR  TRUST 

LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  21,  1956 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE: 

Luke  19:11-26 
MEMORY  SELECTION: 

“He  who  is  faithful  in  a  little  is  faithful  also  in 
much;  and  he  who  is  dishonest  in  a  little  is  dishonest 
also  in  much.” — Luke  16:10 


We  have  come  to  the  fifth  and 
last  lesson  Of  UNIT  VII:  “A  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN’S  ATTITUDES.”  The  first  les¬ 
son  of  the  unit  dealt  with  concern 
for  sinners.  With  three  telling  para¬ 
bles  —  the  lost  sheep;  the  lost  coin; 
and  the  lost  boy — Jesus  pointed  out 
the  fact  that  God  himself  is  deep¬ 
ly  interested  in  the  salvation  of 
the  lost. 

The  second  lesson  had  to  do  with 
gratitude.  Ten  lepers  were  healed 
but  only  one  returned  to  give 
thanks.  People  are  like  that.  They 
take  their  greatest  blessing  from 
God  as  a  matter  of  course  and  nev¬ 
er  stop  to  be  grateful. 

The  third  lesson  dealt  with  the 
matter  of  effective  prayer.  The 
background  of  this  lesson  consisted 
bn  two  of  our  Lord’s  parables  on 
prayer.  One  emphasized  persistence. 
A  widow  kept  pleading  with  an  un¬ 
just  judge  until  she  finally  got  her 
request.  If  an  unjust  judge  will  res¬ 
pond  favorably  to  continued  re¬ 
quests,  our  loving  heavenly  Father 
will  do  even  more.  The  second  par¬ 
able  emphasized  the  facts  that  hu¬ 
mility  and  the  confession  of  sins 
are  necessary  in  effective  prayer. 
The  tax  collector  who  prayed  in 
this  fashion  went  home  justified 
rather  than  the  self-righteous  Phar¬ 
isee. 

The  fourth  lesson  of  the  series 
emphasized  the  importance  of  right 
choice.  The  lesson  background  dealt 
with  the  tax  collector  Zacchaeus. 
He  was  anxious  to  see  Jesus.  The 
Lord  went  to  his  home  and  forgave 
his  sins.  Zacchaeus  was  soundly 
converted.  The  genuineness  of  this 
experience  was  seen  in  his  chang¬ 
ed  attitude.  He  gave  half  of  his 
goods  to  feed  the  poor  and  restored 
four-fold  value  to  all  whom  he  had 
cheated*  He  had  made  life’s  great¬ 
est  choice — he  chose  to  forsake  his 
sins  and  accept  the  Lord  as  Savior. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today  —  “Being  True  to  Our 
Trust.”  It  will  be  noted  that  all  of 
these  lessons  were  centered  around 
the  general  theme  “A  Christian’s 
Attitudes.”  The  Adult  Teacher  has 
summed  up  the  thought  of  the  en¬ 
tire  series  in  one  sentence:  “Accord¬ 
ing  to  what  we  have  studied,  a 
Christian’s  attitude  involves  con¬ 
cern  for  others,  gratitude,  humble 
and  persistent  praying,  choice  of  the 
highest .  and  faithfulness.”  A  brief 
glance  at  this  summary  will  con¬ 
vince  one  that  this  has  been  a  help¬ 
ful  series  of  lessons.  We  come  to 
deal  with  the  last  of  these  attitudes 
today — faithfulness. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

The  background  of  our  lesson  to¬ 
day  is  the  parable  of  the  pounds. 
The  setting  of  our  lesson  text  would 
lead  us  to  believe  that  this  parable 
was  spoken  near  the  end  of  our 
Lord’s  life  in  the  flesh.  He,  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  and  other  were  on  the  way  to 
Jerusalem  and  were  not  very  far 
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from  that  city. 

The  disciples  felt  that  the  Lord 
was  heading  for  Jerusalem  to  pro¬ 
claim  himself  as  the  promised  Mes¬ 
siah,  and  they  were  certain  that  he 
would  be  accepted  by  the  nation. 
They  felt  that  he  was  on  the  verge 
of  establishing  his  Kingdom.  The 
Lord  realized  that  such  would  not 
be  the  case,  and  one  of  the  reasons 
for  him  giving  the  parable  of  the 
pounds-  V/as  to  set  them  right  on 
this  question.  We  read  “He  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  tell  a  parable.  .  .because 
they  supposed  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  was  to  appear  immediately.” 

Two  Parables  Compared 

The  parable  of  the  pounds  is  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  talents,  as  giv¬ 
en  in  Matthew  25:14-30.  They  are, 
however,  two  or  three  points  of  dif¬ 
ference.  In  the  parable  of  the 
pounds  the  three  servants  all  re¬ 
ceived  equal  amounts  —  a  pound 
each.  That  is,  these  servants  all 
had  equal  opportunities.  The  first 
servant  of  the  pounds  parable, 
through  faithful  and  efficient  effort 
and  wise  investment,  increased  his 
holdings  to  ten  pounds..  The  second 
servant  increased  his  holdings  five¬ 
fold.  The  third  buried  his  pound  in 
a  napkin,  and  therefore  made-  no 
increase  whatever.  When  the  Mas¬ 
ter  came  to  reckon  with  these  ser¬ 
vants,  he  rewarded  the  first  two 
according  to'’ the  efforts  they  had 
put  forth;  the  use  they  had  made  of 
that  which  had  been  delivered  to 
them.  The  one  who  had  had  a  ten 
fold  increase  was  made  ruler  over 
ten  cities;  while  the  one  who  had 
had  only  five-fold  was  made  ruler 
over  five  cities.  The  one  who  had 
hoarded  his  pound  and  had  not  us¬ 
ed  it,  lost  it,  and  found  himself  un¬ 
der  the  harsh  condemnation  of  the 
Master. 

In  the  parable  of  the  talents  the 
servants  received  unequal  amounts 
— one  received  five  talents;  one  re¬ 
ceived  two,  and  the  other  received 
one.  Each  of  the  first  two  in  this 
parable  doubled  his  holdings  —  the 
five  talents  were  increased,  by  use, 
to  ten  and  the  two,  to  four.  The 
third  servant  in  the  talent  parable, 
like  that  of  the  pounds'  buried  his 
holdings  in  a  napkin  and  in  the  fi¬ 
nal  analysis  received  condemnation 
from  his  Master.  The  first  two  ser¬ 
vants  in  the  talents  parable  had  the 
same  per  cent  of  increase  —  they 
doubled  their  holdings.  Both  of 
them  received  identical  rewards.  If 
the  servant  with  the  one  talent  had 
have  used  it  and  had  made  the  same 
rate  of  increase  he  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  same  reward  as  did  the 
one  with  the  ten  talents.  No  per¬ 
son  is  responsible  for  the  number  of 
his  talents,  but  he  is  responsible  to 
God  for  the  use  that  he  makes  of 
that  which  is  delivered  into  his 
keeping. 

One  of  the  chief  differences  be¬ 
tween  these  two  parables  is  that  in 
the  case  of  the  talents  fhe  two 


faithful  servants  received  identical 
rewards,  while  in  the  case  of  the 
pounds  one  received  twice  as  much 
as  the  other.  The  difference  was  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  fact  that  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  parable  the  two  faithful  servants 
received  equal  amounts  in  the  be¬ 
ginning.  One  used  his  holdings  with 
twice  the  efficiency  as  did  the  oth¬ 
er  and  therefore  received  a  double 
reward.  This  proves  the  point  stated 
above  that  God  holds  people  ac¬ 
countable,  not  for  what  they  origin¬ 
ally  receive  but  the  use  they  make 
of  that  which  is  placed  in  their _ 
keeping. 

This  leads  us  to  say  that  life  it¬ 
self  is  a  stewardship  affair.  All  we 
have  in  the  way  of  time,  talents, 
training,  mental  powers,  physical 
health  and  strength,  and  material 
possessions  we  hold  in  trust  from 
God  to  be  used  for  others.  One  per¬ 
son  may  be  equipped  with  all  of 
these  items  and  he  may  use  them 
for  the  good  of  others  to  the  full¬ 
est  extent.  He  will  receive  a  rich 
reward  from  the  hand  of  God.  An¬ 
other  person  may  not  be  nearly  so 
well  equipped,  but  he  uses  for  the 
good  of  others  what  he  does  have 
as  faithfully  as  does  the  other.  His 
reward  from  God  will  be  just  as 
rich  as  the  first. 

This  is  a  very  consoling  idea.  We 
cannot  all  be  great,  but  we  can  all 
be  faithful.  The  stewardship  life  on¬ 
ly  requires  that  a  person  be  faith¬ 
ful  in  administering  for  others  and 
himself  that  which  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  him.  It  is  a  sad  affair 
when  a  one  talent  person,  either 
through  fear  or  envy  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  who  is  more  fortunate  than  him¬ 
self,  buries  the  only  ability  that  he 
has. 

So  far  as  the  work  of  the  world 
is  concerned  a  ten-talent  person 
who  just  half  uses  his  abilities  can 
accomplish  more  than  a  one-talent 
person  who  uses  his  abilities  to  the 
fullest  extent.  But  before  the  bar  of 
his  own  conscience  and  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  God  the  one-talent 
person  who  faithfully  uses,  in  an 
unselfish  way,  all  he  has  is  far  bet¬ 
ter  off  than  is  the  ten-taleht  per¬ 
son  who  only  expends  half  of  his 
energies  and  abilities. 

Any  person  is  on  the  road  to  suc¬ 
cess  (as  God  sees  it)  who  does  not 
oversell  or  undersell  himself,  but 
who  properly  evaluates  both  his 
limitations  and  his  abilities,  ceases 
to  ape  others,  and  uses  unselfish¬ 
ly  to  the  fullest  extent  whatever 
he  has  in  his  keeping.  That  is  real 
success;  that  is  the  stewardship  life. 
Over  and  over  again  the  writer  has 
seen  one-talent  people  who  were  far 
more  successful  than  were  many 
who  possessed  ten  talents.  In  the 
sight  of  God  that  is  even  true  from 
the  standpoint  of  material  posses¬ 
sions.  We  recall  the  widow  who  put 
in  her  two  mites  which  was  less 
than  a  penny  of  our  money,  and  yet 
Christ  said  she  put  in  more  than  all 
the  rest.  They  out  of  their  abun¬ 
dance  made  large  offerings  but  she 
out  of  her  poverty  gave  all  she  had. 
So  far  as  this  world  was  concerned 
this  widow  was  a  business  failure, 
but  she  was  exceedingly  rich  in  the 
eternal  verities  of  life  —  love  and 
sacrifice.  In  the  matter  of  money  it 
is  not  so  much  the  amount  that  one 
gives  that  counts  before  God,  it  is 
rather  the  sacrifice  he  makes  in  the 
giving.  The  Lord  looks  at  the 
amount  that  is  left  after  the  dona--- 
tion  is  made  rather  than  at  the 
largeness  or  smallness  of  the  gift.  If 
the  extremely  poor  should  tithe, 
the  rich  should  do  far  more  than 
tithe. 

Meaning  Of  Stewardship 

Many  deal  with  the  matter  of  ste¬ 


wardship  as  though  it  had  to  do  on¬ 
ly  with  an  individual’s  material 
possessions,  and  some  go  a  step 
further  and  feel  that  they  have 
done  their  full  duty  when  they  pay 
the  tithe  of  their  income.  It  is  a  fine 
thing  to  pay  the  tithe,  and  if  at 
all  possible,  no  Christian  should  do 
less  than  that;  many  should  do 
more.  But  even  after  that  is  done 
the  indivdual  is  not  relieved  of  fur. 
ther  obligation  in  the  administration 
of  v  that  which  he  has  in  his  keep¬ 
ing.  He  is  also  a  steward  of  the 
remaining  nine-tenths  and  is  res¬ 
ponsible  to  God  as  to  how  he  uses 
it. 

Then,  too,  stewardship  is  much 
bigger  and  more  inclusive  than  a 
person’s  material  possessions.  It  in¬ 
cludes  all  of  a  person’s  life  —  his 
time,  talents,  training,  mental  pow¬ 
ers,  physical  .strength  and  material 
possessions.  He  holds  all  of  these 
items  as  a  trust  from  God  and  is 
responsible  to  God  for  the  right  use 
of  them. 

The  Christian  people  of  this  na¬ 
tion  are  very  derelict  both  in  the 
use  of  their  talents  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  the  Kingdom  and  also 
in  their  material  contributions  to 
tfiis  great  cause.  In  1953  the  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  of  our  country  for  the 
first  time  reached  the  billion  dollar 
mark  in  the  matter  of  contribu¬ 
tions.  That  year  they  gave  a  total 
of  $1,296,000,000.  That  seems  like  a 
pretty  good  sum,  but  that  same  year 
the  people  of  our  nation  spent  $50,- 
000,000  more  than  that  sum  for 
toilet  article  and  cosmetics.  Our 
citizens  spent  three  times  as  much 
for  tobacco  and  four  times  as  much 
for  alcoholic  beverages  as  they  con¬ 
tributed  to  all  Protestant  churches. 
These  last  two  named  items  here 
are  very  injurious  to  the  health  of 
people.  We  have  the  astounding  fact 
that  the  people  of  this  nation  are 
spending  far  more  to  destroy  their 
health  than  they  are  to  save  their 

souls. 

1 

Three  Philosophies  of  Life 

We  have  three  basic  philosophies 
of  life  and  they  are  all  set  forth 
in  the  parable  of  the  good  Samari¬ 
tan.  We  recall  how  this  man  help¬ 
ed  the  wounded  Jew  by  the  side  of 

/  the  road. 

The  first  philosophy  was  that  of 
the  robbers,  and  briefly  it  was  this: 
“What  is  yours  is  ours  and  we  will 
take  it,  even  if  have  to  kill  you 
to  do  it.”  The  second  philosophy 
was  that  of  the  priest  and  Levite: 
“What  is  ours  is  ours  and  we  will 
keep  it.”  The  third  was  that  of  the 
Samaritan:  “What  is  mine  is  ours 
and  we  will  share  it.” 

The  philosophy  of  the  Samaritan 
is  that  of  stewardship.  The  steward¬ 
ship  is  a  life  of  sharing.  The  one 
thing  above  all  others  that  stands  in 
the  way  of  this  type  of  life  is  sel¬ 
fishness.  Every  human  is  either  self- 
centered  or  Christ-centered.  To  be 
Christ-centered  means  to  be  others- 
centered.  Next  to  the  word  “God" 
the  biggest  word  in  the  vocabulary 
of  Christ  was  “others.”  Therd  was 
not  one  thing  in  all  that  Christ  said 
and  did  and  was  that  exhibits  the 
least  bit  of  selfishness.  He  was  born 
for  others;  he  lived  and  worked  for 
others;  he  suffered  and  died  for 
others;  he  came  back  from  the  tomb 
for  others;  he  ascended  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father  for  others;  he 
is  now  praying  for  and  preparing  a 
place  for  others.  Above  all  others 

Christ  lived  the  stewardship  We- 
His  constant  challenge  to  others 
was  “follow  me.”  We  live  the  ste¬ 
wardship  life-  pnly  to  the  extent 
that  we  meet  this  challenge. 
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Centenary  Names 
Commencement  \ 
Speaker 

i 

Cecil  Morgan,  executive  assistant 
to  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  at  Centenary 
College  this  year. 

President  Joe  J.  Mickle  said  Mor¬ 
gan  will  speak  at  8  p.  m.  Sunday, 
May  27.  The  baccalaureate  speaker, 
who  will  speak  at  10:50  a.  m.  that 
day,  will  be  Dr.  Kenneth  I.  Brown, 
executive  director  of  the  Danforth 
Foundation  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  the  son  of  Mrs. 
Howell  Morgan  of  Shreveport.  He 
was  graduated  from  Baton  Rouge 
High  School  and  obtained  his  law 
degree  at  the  law  school  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University.  Admitted  to 
the  Louisiana  Bar  in  1920,  he  began 
the  practice  of  law  in  Shreveport. 
He  has  served  as  U.  S.  commissioner 
for  the  Western  district  of  Louis¬ 
iana  and  is  a  former  state  repre¬ 
sentative  and  former  state  senator. 

He  resigned  as  state  senator  in 
1934  when  hq  became  district  judge 
of  the  first  judicial  district,  Caddo 
Parish.  He  joined  the  Esso  Standard 
Oil  Co.  as  attorney  in  1936  and  in 
1943  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
company’s  legal  activities  in  Louis¬ 
iana. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  named  associate 
general  counsel  of  the  Esso  Standard 
Oil  Co.  in  1945  and  continued  his 
offices  in  Baton  Rouge.  On  Feb.  1, 
1949,  he  was  elected  vice  president 
in  charge  of  manufacturing  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Louisiana  division,  and 
on  Dec.  10,  1951,  was  made  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Esso  board  of  directors. 

On  Jan.  1,  1952,  Morgan  moved  to 
the  company’s  New  York  headquar¬ 
ters.  He  left  Esso  to  accept  an  ap¬ 
pointment  with  the  parent  company, 
Standard  Oil  of  New  Jersey,  as  gov¬ 
ernment  relations  counselor  on  Oct. 

1,  1952.  He  has  held  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  since  Nov.  23,  1955. 


Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. — The  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  have  established 
a  special  hiking  award  in  memory 
of  Francis  Asbury,  pioneer  circuit- 
nding  preacher  and  first  American 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  “Asbury  Trail  Award”  will 
be  conferred  upon  Explorer  Scouts 
who  hike  the  old  Cataloochee  trace 
between  Lake  Junaluska  and  Cosby, 
fenn. 

First  blazed  by  Cherokee  Indians, 
he  35-mile  path  traverses  rugged 
Wilderness  within  the  Greaty  Smoky 
ountains  National  Park.  Portions 
the  old  frail  now  coincide  with 
orth  Carolina  Highway  284  and 
Tennessee  Highway  32. 

,The  new  award  consists  of  a  gold- 
an<d  a  certificate.  In 
dition  to  hiking  the  trail,  Scouts 
eeking  the  medal  will  be  required 


rour  Cornerstones 
Laid  In  N.  O.  District 

Cornerstones  were  laid  for  two 
churches,  and  two  educational 
buildings  and  a  parsonage  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  weekend  services  in  the 
New  Orleans  district  by  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  and  Dr.  Virgil  D. 
Morris,  New  Orleans  District  Super¬ 
intendent.  In  all  these  services  the 
Bishop  and  Dr.  Morris  were  assisted 
by  pastors  of  the  churches  where 
services  were  held.  Bishop  Martin 
delivered  the  sermon  at  each  of  the 
services.  - 

The  $45,000  Trinity  Church  lo¬ 
cated  midway  between  Buras-Tri- 
umph  had  its  cornerstone  set  in 
place  at  a  Saturday  night  service 
attended  by  a  large  congregation. 
Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard,  Trinity  pastor, 
received  the  100th  member  during 
this  Conference  year  during  the 
service.  Rev.  Roland  Fredrich,  Mun- 
holland  associate  pastor,  New  Or- 
lean,  and  Rev.  Ed  Henkel,  Mangum, 
both  former  Trinity  pastors  were 
present  for  the  service. 


The  new  St.  James  Church,  be¬ 
tween  Gretna  and  Bidge  City  was 
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to  do  certain  reading  in  the  life  of 
Asbury.  The  bishop’s  journal  re¬ 
cords  that  he  crossed  the  uncharter¬ 
ed  Appalachians  more  than  60  times 
while  traveling  270,000  miles  and 
preaching  16,000  times  between  1771 
and  1816. 

The  reading  assignments  have 
been  prepared  by  the  Association  of 
Methodist  Historical  Societies,  which 
has  its  headquarters  here,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark,  sec¬ 
retary.  He  said  the  Methodist  His¬ 
torical  Society  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  has  joined  with 
the  Boy  Scout  organization  in  spon¬ 
soring  the  project. 

The  award  will  be  administered 
by  the  Daniel  Boone  Council  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  under  the 
direction  of  A.  W.  Allen  (Box  7215). 
Asheville,  N.  C. 


used  for  the  first  time  at  an  8:30 
service  Sunday  morning.  A  capacity 
crowd  filled  the  first  of  three  plan¬ 
ned  units  to  hear  Bishop  Martin  and 
witness  the  cornerstone  laying.  This 
contemporary  style  Chapel  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  100  worshippers 
and  features  cypress  paneling,  a 
steep  pitched  roof  which  on  the 
south  side  has  a  built  in  glass  cross 
permitting  light  to  flood  the  altar 
and  pulpit  area.  Rev.  Robert  Jami¬ 
son  is  the  pastor. 

At  noon  Sunday  the  following  the 
morning  worship,  Lake  Vista  Meth¬ 
odists  witnessed  the  unveiling  of  a 
cornerstone  plate  for  the  second 
educational  unit  of  its  building  pro¬ 
gram.  Built  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$100,000  the  unit  provides  needed 
space  for  the  growing  Lake  Vista 
Church  School  according  to  Rev. 
Clyde  Frazier,  Lake  Vista  pastor. 
The  new  unit  was  first  used  on 
January  15. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  the  Slidell 
parsonage  was  dedicated  by  Bishop 
Martin  in  appropriate  services,  after 
which  the  cornerstone  for  the  new 
Educational  Building  at  Algiers  was 
laid.  The  Algiers  unit  is  two-story, 
of  brick  construction  harmonizing 
with  the  original  building,  and  pro¬ 
vides  space  for  the  church  office  as 
well  as  classroom  space.  Rev.  J.  W. 
Matthews  has  served  Algiers  since 
1953. 

Citizenship  And  Career 
Day  Slated  At 
Centenary 

More  than  30  prominent  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  business,  industry  and 
the  professions  will  conduct  voca¬ 
tional  clinics  at  the  annual  Citizen¬ 
ship  and  Career  Day  at  Centenary 
College  tomorrow. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  Shreve¬ 
port’s  First  Methodist  Church  and 
graduate  of  Centenary,  will  deliver 
the  principal  address  at  the  opening 
assembly.  A.  C.  Voran,  director  of 
the  Centenary  Choir,  will  be  master 
of  ceremonies.  The  invocation  will 
be  delivered  by  Rev.  R.  Leonard 
Cooke,  Centenary  vice  president, 
and  President  Joe  J.  Mickle  will 
deliver  the  welcoming  address. 

Some  1,000  high  school  seniors 
from  throughout  the  Ark-La-Tex 
are  expected  to  attend.  General  co¬ 
ordinators  of  the  program  are  Miss 
Betty  McKnight,  acting  dean  of 
women,  and  Mrs.  Sue  Boydston, 
field  representative. 

Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bos¬ 
sier  City,  will  conduct  the  clinic  for 
students  interested  in  the  ministry 
and  religious  work  as  a  career.  Miss 
Hixie  Davidson,  teacher  at  Fair  Park 
High  School,  will  conduct  a  clinic 
for  students  who  have  not  yet  de¬ 
cided  what  careers  to  enter  upon 
graduation  from  college. 

Other  speakers  will  represent 
such  fields  as  radio,  television,  ar¬ 
chitecture,  the  sciences,  engineer- 


The  eighth  call  on  1000  club  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
has  been  made,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Rev.  Luman  Doug¬ 
las,  New  Orleans,  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  which  has  the  responsibility 
for  the  program.  The  call  will  make 
possible  a  $10,000  grant  to  the  Luling 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 
District,  according  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Douglas. 

The  1000  Club  is  an  organization 
composed  of  more  than  1000  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  state  who  have  agreed 
to  contribute  $10  toward  a  new 
church  project  when  a  call  is  made. 
Not  more  than  three  calls  are  made 
in  a  conference  year.  This  is  the 
eighth  call  since  the  beginning  of 
the  program  in  1952. 

Full  Grant  For  Asbury  Likely 

Preliminary  reports  indicate  that 
the  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  will  receive  a  full  $10,000 
grant  as  a  result  of  the  seventh  1000 
Club  call  for  the  period,  October  1- 
January  31.  District  treasurers  are 
still  remitting  for  the  period  and  an 
announcement  is  expected  in  a  few 
days  about  the  seventh  call  report. 
Rev.  Mr.  Douglas  emphasized  that 
the  period  from  now  until  Confer¬ 
ence  has  been  designated  for  the 
Luling  Church,  where  Rev.  C.  W. 
Bennett  is  pastor. 

New  Orleans  District  leaders 
pointed  out  that  a  request  will  be 
made  for  permission  allowing  the 
Board  treasurer  to  remit  monthly  to 
the  Luling  Church,  because  of  the 
emergency  nature  of  the  Luling 
project.  A  building  program  at 
Luling  has  been  started  but  work 
has  been  suspended  due  to  lack  of 
funds. 

Luling  is  located  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  in  St.  Charles  par¬ 
ish  and  is  the  only  Methodist  or¬ 
ganization  to  serve  the  communities 
of  Luling,  Boutte,  Des  Allemando, 
Paradis,  and  Hahnville,  a  rapidly 
developing  industrial  area  said  to 
have  a  population  in  excess  of  20  - 
000. 

Seven  Churches  By  1000  Club 

Rev.  Mr.  Douglas  pointed  out  that 
the  following  churches  in  Louisiana 
have  to  date  received  financial  as¬ 
sistance  from  the  1000  Club  since 
1952.  Trinity,  between  Buras  and 
Tiiumph,  Barksdale,  near  Bossier 
City,  Southside  in  Monroe,  Broad¬ 
moor  in  Baton  Rouge,  Asbury  in 
Lafayette,  -  Faith  in  Natchitoches 
and  North  Lake  Charles  in  Lake 
Charles. 

This  eighth  call  will  conclude  the 
1000  Club  program  for  this  Confer- 
ence  year,  the  Board  chairman  said. 


ing,  journalism,  law,  home-making, 
music,  accounting,  social  work  and 
medical  fields.  All  are  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  these  careers  in  and  around 
Shreveport. 

Luncheon  will  be  served  in  the 
Centenary  College  cafeteria  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Bess  Hudg- 
ings,  college  dietitian. 


Scouting  Establishes  Asbury  Award 
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“A  PECULIAR  PEOPLE” 

As  a  boy  I  wondered  why  the 
Bible  calls  God’s  chosen  people  “a 
peculiar  people”  (Deuteronomy  14: 
2).  My  wonder  was  not  lessened  by 
the  fact  that  the  same  designation 
is  applied  by  Paul  and  by  Peter  to 
those  who  are  redeemed  by  our 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  (Titus  1:14;  1 
Peter  2:9).  It  puzzled  me,  because 
in  conversation  the  word  “peculiar” 
was  used  in  the  sense  of  odd  or  ec¬ 
centric. 

But  in  1611  the  word  had  not  yet 
gotten  that  meaning.  It  meant  “one’s 
very  own,”  and  was  applied  to  pri¬ 
vate  personal  property  as  distin¬ 
guished  from  what  is  owned  in  com¬ 
mon. 

The  same  Hebrew  word  which  is 
translated  “peculiar”  in  Deuteron¬ 
omy  14:2  and  26:18  is  translated 
“special”  in  Deuteronomy  7:6,  which 
reads:  “For  thou  art  an  holy  people 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God:  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  chosen  thee  to  be  a 
special  people  unto  himself,  above 
all  people  that  are  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.”  The  word  is  segullah. 
The  King  James  Version  elsewhere 
translates  it  as  “peculiar  treasure” 
(Exodus  19:5;  Psalm  135:4;  Ecclesi¬ 
astes  2:8);  “own  proper  good”  (1 
Chronicles  29:3);  and  “jewels”  (Mal- 
achi  3:17). 

The  revised  versions  have  given 
up  the  use  of  the  word  “peculiar”  in 
these  passages.  They  are  “treasure” 
in  1  Chronicles  and  Ecclesiastes;  but 
elsewhere  use  “my  (or  his  or  God’s) 
own  possession”  as  the  translation 
of  segullah.  The  phrase  “a  peculiar 
people”  has  disappeared.  In  Titus 
2:13-14  the  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  reads:  “awaiting  our  blessed 
hope,  the  appearing  of  the  glory  of 
our  great  God  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ,  who  gave  himself  for  us  to 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity  and  to 
purify  for  himself  'a  people  of  his 
own  who  are  zealous  for  good 
deeds.”  In  1  Peter  2.9  it  reads:  “you 
are  a  chosen  race,  a  royal  priest¬ 
hood,  a  holy  nation,  God’s  own 
people,  that  you  may  declare  the 
wonderfuLdeeds  Of  him  who  called 
you  out  of  darkness  into  his  mar¬ 
velous  light.” 


Concerned  With  Gl's 
Off-Duty  Hours 

The  Board  of  Missions  of  The 
Methodist  Church  has  recommended 
to  the  1956  General  Conference  that 
a  “positive  program”  be  initiated  for 
serving  the  social  and  recreational 
needs  of  American  armed  forces 
personnel  overseas  during  their  off- 
duty  and  off-base  hours. 

The  memorial  (recommendation) 
grew  out  of  a  report  to  the  Board 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thoburn  T.  Brum¬ 
baugh,  secretary  for  Japan  and 
Korea,  on  the  lack  of  off-base,  off- 
duty  social  and  recreational  facil¬ 
ities  for  servicemen  in  the  Far  East, 
primarily  in  Japan. 

The  memorial  also  asked  that  the 
General  Conference  assign  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  developing  such  a 
program  to  an  existing  Methodist 
agency,  a  new  agency  or  to  a  com¬ 
bination  of  both. 

Another  section  of  the  memorial 
recommended  that  the  General  Con- 
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Fayetteville  Central  Now  Operating  Youth  Center 


ENTRANCE  TO  FAYETTEVILLE  CENTRAL’S  YOUTH  CENTER 


if  t.arspftrf  : 


SEEK  50  COLLEGE  YOUTH  FOR 
3-YEAR  MISSION 

“Methodist  mission  projects  in  many  areas  overseas  will  be  seriously 
undermanned  this  year,  unless  there  is  a  decided  response  in  the  next  two 
months  by  college  seniors  and  young  graduates  to  the  call  for  special  term 
missionaries.”  j  ' 

That  statement  emphasizing  the  urgent  need  for  three-year  Methodist 
missionaries  is  made  by  personnel  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  The  Board,  through  its  Office  of  Missionary  Per¬ 
sonnel  in  New  York,  is  seeking  25  young  men  and  25  young  women  who 
will  serve  three  years  as  overseas  missionaries  to  Japan,  Korea  and 
countries  of  Southeast  Asia  and  Latin  America. 

Of  the  50  persons  needed  this  year,  only  twelve  have  been  obtains^ 


to  date,  seven  men  and  five  women, 
processing  applications,  the  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel  Office  is  making  a 
concerted  effort  in  February  and 
March  to  fill  the  remaining  vacan¬ 
cies. 

“Unless  the  full  quota  of  special 
term  missionaries  set  for  this  year 
is  obtained,”  the  personnel  secre¬ 
taries  said,  “mission  projects  in  such 
areas  as  Japan,  Malaya,  and  Brazil 
will  be  seriously  understaffed  and 
important  work  will  be  left  undone. 
The  special  term  missionary  is  par¬ 
ticularly  needed  for  at  least  three 
reasons:  to  replace  other  three-year 
missionaries  who  have  returned  to 
the  United  States,  to  fill  newly  cre¬ 
ated  openings,  and  to  release  more 
experienced  missionaries  for  spe¬ 
cialized  service.” 

Persons  interested  in  three-year 
missionary  program  are  urged  to 
write  immediately  to  the  Office  of 
Missionary  Personnel,  150  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

The  special  three-year  term  over¬ 
seas  missionaries  will  receive  a  cash 
salary,  housing,  medical  care  and 
travel  to  and  from  their  field  of 


y—  - 

ference  “implement  a  program  of 
educational  preparation  for  our 
youth  before  they  enter  the  armed 
forces.” 

The  memorial  was  a  continuation 
of  efforts  the  Board  has  been  mak¬ 
ing  to  help  provide  interdenomina¬ 
tional  Christian  social  centers  for 
servicemen  overseas.  It  also  has 
been  seeking  husband-and-wife 
teams  to  serve  three  years  in  such 
centers  to  be  established  in  Japan, 
Korea,  Okinawa,  Formosa,  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  and  Hongkong.  The  Board 
of  Missions  was  asked  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Secretaries  to  act  for  the 
Methodist  Church  in  developing 
centers.  The  Board  is  working  with 
representatives  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 


Since  mid-May  is  the  final  date  for 


service.  Applicants  must  be  between 
21  and  28  years  of  age,  college  grad¬ 
uates,  unmarried  and  in  good  health 
and  must  have  “a  sensitivity  to  hu¬ 
man  need,  adaptability  of  personal¬ 
ity  and  a  desire  to  carry  the  Chris¬ 
tian  message  to  all  men.”  The  three- 
year  missionaries,  who  will  form 
the  1956  “Fellowship  of  Christian 
Service,”  will  receive  six  weeks’ 
special  training  next  summer  before 
leaving  for  the  overseas  assign¬ 
ments. 

Most  of  the  needs  are  in  the  fields 
of  education,  evangelism  and  social 
work,  but  there  is  a  wide  range  of 
needs  in  each  classification.  Teach¬ 
ers  of  physical  education,  dramatics, 
English,  home  economics,  agricul¬ 
ture,  science  and  mathematics  are 
needed  in  Japan,  Korea,  Malaya, 
Sumatra,  Burma,  the  Philippines, 
Peru,  Brazil,  Cuba,  Mexico,  Panama, 
Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Chile. 
Women  for  rural  church  work  are 
being  sought  for  the  Philippines, 
and  evangelists,  audio-visual  ex¬ 
perts  and  social  workers  are  needed 
in  Southeast  Asia  and  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica. 

An  evaluation  of  the  service  spe¬ 
cial  term  missionaries  have  given  in 
Japan  and  Korea  and  the  need  for 
new  workers  has  been  given  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Thoburn  T.  Brumbaugh,  a 
Board  secretary  for  those  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

“The  need  for  special-term  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Japan  is  definite  and 
acute,”  he  says.  “Those  who  have 
served  in  this  capacity  in  former 
years  have  been  able  to  contribute 
much  to  the  Christian  work  which 
our  Board  of  Missions  and  its  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  trying  to  accomplish 
in  cooperation  with  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.  Korea  is  calling 
for  at  least  five  special-term  mis¬ 
sionaries.  In  addition  to  meeting  the 


The  Central  Methodist  Church  at 
Fayetteville  purchased  the  property 
west  of  their  church  last  year  at  a 
cost  of  $20,000.  The  building  was  an 
old  frame  house  facing  Dickson 
Street  and  had  for  years  been  a 
Fraternity.  The  church  hopes  in 
the  future  to  build  a  new  building 
on  this  site  to  match  the  Wesley 
Foundation  building  on  the  east  end 
of  the  property.  Dr.  Robert  E.  L. 
Bearden  is  pastor  at  Central  Church, 
Fayetteville,  and  Rev.  Frank  Jones 
is  the  associate  pastor. 

The  old  frame  house  has  been 
completely  redecorated  and  re¬ 
modeled  and  is  now  in  operation  as 
a  senior  high  Youth  Center.  Week 
day  activities  are  provided  with 
recreation  and  a  drop-in  place  for 
the  young  people  after  school  and 
on  weekends.  The  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  meets  in  the  building  for 
its  Sunday  activities.  The  recreation¬ 
al  program  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ed 
Matthews  and  the  building  is  being 
used  by  the  young  people  of  the 
church  every  week. 

The  superintendents  of  the  Youth 
Division  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mearl 
McKinney  and  the  counselors  for 
the  MYF  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Blake.  The  Youth  Division  has 
shown  an  increase  in  attendance  and 
activity  since  moving  into  the  new 
quarters.  The  building  includes  a 
chapel,  Sunday  School  rooms,  kit¬ 
chen  and  recreation  rooms.  The 
young  people  themselves  did  much 
of  the  work  in  preparing  the  build¬ 
ing. 


need  for  teachers  and  leading  young 
people  in  other  ways,  there  are  chal¬ 
lenging  opportunities  in  relief  and 
rehabilitation.” 

The  service  that  special-term  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  given  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica  was  praised  by  Miss  Marian 
Derby,  executive  secretary  for  Latin 
America  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Board. 

“The  three-year  missionaries  in 
Latin  American  countries  have  often 
carried  the  full  responsibilities  of 
regular  missionaries,”  Miss  Derby 
said,  “teaching  English  classes,  su¬ 
pervising  students  in  bparding 
schools  and  counseling  in  social  cen¬ 
ters.  They  have  shown  an  eagerness 
to  learn  the  language,  a  capacity  for 
understanding  the  culture,  and  a 
ready  aptitude  for  making  friends. 
Because  they  are  young,  they  have 
made  a  special  contribution  to  the 
youth  activities  in  local  church 
groups,  camps,  schools  and  insti¬ 
tutes.” 

Men  who  will  go  as  special-term 
missionaries  wilf  serve  the  Division 
of  World  Missions  and  women  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


the 


j.  Daniel  Barron 

Dialogue  preaching.  I  never  heard 

f  it— till  today. 

Out  come  Barrett  and  Casserley 
with  a  book,  Dialogue  on  Destiny, 
which  shows  how  it  works. 

“The  method  calls  for  two  per¬ 
sons  in  the  pulpit  instead  of  one,” 
says  a  reviewer  of  the  book.  “One 
0f'  them  takes  the  role  of  teacher 
and  interpreter.  The  other  is  an 
interrupter  and  questioner.” 

Two  preachers  preaching  in  the 
same  service  sounds  promising.  If 
j  one  is  dull  on  a  given  day,  the  other 
one  might  be  bright.  But  if  both 
were  dull  .  .  . 

The  multiple  preacher  approach 
[goes  on  the  false  assumption  that 
only  one  preacher  is  in  the  pulpit 
when  the  congregation  sees  only 
one.  What  about  Chappell,  and  Mc¬ 
Cartney,  and  Fosdick  being  there 
too— in  substance,  if  not  in  person? 

A  layman’s  reaction  to  the  two- 
preacher  method  of  preaching  was 
that  it  was  all  he  could  do  to  under¬ 
stand  one  at  a  time,  much  less  two. 
That  just  goes  to  show  you  that  new 
ideas  always  have  to  row  upstream. 

If  one  preacher  is  foggy,  will  two 
clear  away  the  fog  or  increase  it? 
There’s  a  question  for  you. 

Under  this  new  system  of  double¬ 
up  preaching  one  preacher  will  be 
“an  interrupter  and  questioner.” 
Every  church  has  laymen  who  serve 
its  pastor  in  this  role — “interrupter 
and  questioner” — so  why  pay  good 
I  money  for  one?  Why  train  and  pay 
[  a  clergyman  to  do  what  untrained 
l  and  unpaid  laymen  do  with  relish? 

Advocates  of  the  two-preacher 
[preaching  say  it  is  more  interesting 
[  to  listen  to  two  voices  than  to  one. 
Would  that  not  depend  on  the 
voices? 

“A  less  somnolent  congregation  is 
assured”  by  means  of  dialogue 
preaching,  the  man  who  was  trying 
to  sell  the  book  said.  That  one  got 
me.  That  calm  assurance  almost 
made  me  resolve  never  to  go  into 
the  pulpit  without  “an  interrupter., 
and  questioner”  at  my  side  to  help 
me  keep  the  Christians  awake. 

Baseball  can  learn  here.  Put  two 
pitchers  in  the  box  at  the  same  time 
and  let  them  throw  alternately,  or 
even  simultaneously.  It  might  lure  ^ 
people  to  the  parks,  and  keep  them 
I  awake  while  they  are  there. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong.  I’m  all  for 
new  things — things  that  hold  prom¬ 
ise  of  improving  over  the  status  quo. 
So  come  up  to  see  me  and — we’ll 
preach. 


Brazil  Lifts  Luther 
Film  Ban 

New  York — The  lifting  of  the  cen- 
orship  ban  against  the  “Martin  Luth- 
er  movie  in  Brazil  was  lauded  here 
today  by  an  offical  of  Lutheran 
Dhurch  Productions,  Inc.,  sponsors 
0  ^e  Louis  de  Rochemont  Assoc- 
lates  production. 

fhe  Brazilian  government  action 
rescinding  the  ban  was  hailed  as  “a 
courageous  step  4o  right  a  wrong 
nd  a  noteworthy  milestone  in  the 
°nstant  pursuit  of  man’s  freedom 
or  expression”  by  Robert  E.  A.  Lee, 
xecutive  secretary  of  the  church 
m  agency.  He  said  that  “the  clear- 
f0-,  finally,  of  the  Luther  film 
to*  .^atrical  showings  also  testifies 

be  positive  influence  of  a  free 
Press. 


broadcaster 


The  Indian  Methodist  Centenary 
Choir,  which  will  begin  a  six-month 
concert  tour  of  the  United  States 
March  1,  will  appear  on  two  coast- 
-to-coast  television  programs  and 
one  national  radio  program  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company 
within  a  week  after  their  arrival 
in  New  York  February  27. 

Both  television  appearances  will 
be  Wednesday,  February  29.  The 
first  will  be  on  “Today”  from  7  to 
9  a.  m.  (Eastern  Standard  Time). 
The  star  of  the  show  is  Dave  Garro- 
way. 

At  11  a.  m.  (EST)  the  choir  will 
be  featured  on  the  “Home  Show,” 
an  hour-long  program  featuring 
Arlene  Francis.  The  choir  will  sing, 
play  Indian  instruments,  and  accom¬ 
pany  dancers  in  the  presentation  of 
Indian  folk  dances.  Dr.  Donald  F. 
Ebright,  a  Methodist  missionary  who 
has  organized  the  choir  tour,  will 
be  interviewed. 

The  18- voice  singing  group  will 
be  guests  on  the  NBC  week-end 
radio  feature,  “Monitor,”  on  either 
March  3  or  4. 

The  choir’s  trip  is  in  connection 
with  the  observance  in  India  and 
the  United  States  of  the  one-hun¬ 
dredth  anniversary  of  Methodist 
work  in  Southern  Asia  (India  and 
Pakistan).  The  choir  will  sing  at 
the  General  Conference  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.,  May  1,  which  has  been 
designated  India  Day.  Among  local 
churches  where  appearances  have 
been  scheduled  is  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Little  Rock,  Wednes¬ 
day,  April  4. 


Council  Protest  Spanish 
Seminary  Closing 

Sylney,  Australia  (W C) — A  state¬ 
ment  protesting  the  closing  of  the 
Protestant  Seminary  in  Madrid, 
Spain,  was  issued  on  February  6, 
the  opening  day  of  the  meeting  at 
Sydney,  Austrialia,  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

The  church  leaders  who  represent 
170  million  Christians  of  Anglican, 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 


ST.  LOUIS — Officials  of  the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes  of  The 
Methodist  Church  are  shown  as  they  presented  memberships  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Hall  of  Fame  in  Philanthropy.” 

The  honors  were  conferred  for  the  seventh  time  at  the  annual  banquet 
held  in  connection  with  the  convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospitals  and  Homes  in  Hotel  Jefferson  here  February  8. 

The  “Hall  of  Fame”  is  a  means  of  recognizing  outstanding  contributions 
of  time,  services  and  money  to  Methodist  philanthropic  institutions. 

Shown  are  (1.  to  r.)  Dr.  Karl  Meister,  Chicago,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes;  Bishop  William  T.  Watkins,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  president  of  the  board;  Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D.,  professor  and  chairman 
of  the  department  of  rehabilitation  and  physical  medicine,  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  and  associate  editor,  New  York  Times;  M.  J.  Morrell,  Dallas,  Tex. 
(Mrs.  Morrell,  not  shown,  was  included  in  the  citation);  Miss  Lottie  Lenorah 
Ferguson,  Marionville,  Mo. 


faith  on  every  continent,  protested 
against  what  it  referred  to  as  “most 
serious  infringement  of  religious  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,”  which  at  the  very 
time  of  Spain’s  entry  into  the  United 
Nations  “contradicts  the  universal 
declaration  of  human  rights  and  the 
principles  of  respect  for  the  rights 
of  religious  minorities.” 

The  Executive  Committee  in¬ 
structed  the  World  Council’s  general 
secretariat  and  the  Commission  of 
Churches  on  International  Affairs 
to  take  all  appropriate  steps  “to  se¬ 
cure  continuation  of  the  theological 
seminary  which'  performs  an  indis¬ 
pensable  service  for  the  Protestant 
churches.” 


“Where  Your  Treasure  Is”  On  TV  Series 


“Where  your  treasure  is  .  .  .  there 
will  your  heart  be  also,”  is  the 


theme  of  another  of  the  religious 
television  series,  “His  Way,  His 
Word,”  which  will  be  seen  on  the 
NBC  television  network  Sunday, 

February  26,  2:30  to  3:00  p.  m. 

(EST).  The  drama  tells  the  story 
of  the  abandoned  little  girl  whom 
the  town  Elder  places  in  the  care 
of  a  childless  wealthy  merchant. 

The  merchant  lavishes  luxuries  on 
the  child  and,  disappointed  be¬ 
cause  the  child  doesn’t  respond,  he 
turns  her  back  to  the  Elder.  It  is 
only  when  the  Elder  takes  the 
merchant  to  hear  The  Master  speak 
that  he  realizes  that  the  child  does 

not  seek  luxuries,  the  material  _ 

things  of  life,  but  the  affection,  care  “"Finance, 
and  understanding  —  love,  not 
treasures. 

Though  sponsored  by  one  of  the 
country’s  largest  industrial  organ¬ 
izations.  The  Goodyear  Tire  and 
Rubber  Company,  the  program  is 
offered  as  a  public  service  and  car¬ 
ries  no  commercial  or  institutional 
messages  to  mar  the  sincerity  of 
the  performance. 


Worship  Commission 
Proposes  Changes 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (MI) — The  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Worship  and  the  Fine  Arts 
of  the  Methodist  Church  held  its 
final  meeting  of  the  1952-56  quad- 
rennium  at  Clark  College  here  Feb. 
2  and  3.  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  of 
St.  Louis  presided. 

The  commission  approved  final 
drafts  of  three  orders  of  worship,  as 
follows:  (1)  when  a  new  church  is 
organized;  (2)  when  ground  is  brok¬ 
en  for  a  new  church  building,  and 
(3)  for  the  reception  of  candidates 
on  trial  in  an  annual  conference. 

These  orders  will  be  presented  for 
approval  to  the  Committee  on  Ritual 
and  Orders  of  Worship  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  scheduled  to  meet  April  24- 
May  9  in  Minneapolis.  If  passed  on 
favorably  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  they  will  become  a  part  of 
the  ritual  of  the  church. 

The  Commission  voted  to  request 
the  General  Conference  to  approve 
abbreviation  of  its  name  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Worship,  and  will  me¬ 
morialize  the  conference  to  make 
the  present  optional  commission  on 
worship  in  the  local  church  a  re¬ 
quired  one.  This  would  mean  that 
the  work  of  the  local  Methodist 
church  would  be  executed  by  five 
commissions  instead  of  the  present 
four,  which  are,  Membership  and 
Evangelism,  Education,  Missions,  and 


The  commission  will  also  request 
the  General  Conference  for  its  own 
permanent  status  among  the  boards 
of  the  church. 

The  commission  will  request  an 
increase  in  budget  to  permit  pro¬ 
motion  of  music  schools,  institutes 
and  conferences,  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  courses  of  music  and  wor¬ 
ship  in  theological  seminaries  and 
pastors’  schools. 


Indian  Choir  On 
TV,  February  29 


Methodists  Cite  Benefactors 
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Editorial 

c&he  ^President  eJXCakes  Satisfactory  Recovery 

REGARDLESS  of  political  affiliation,  the  people  of  America 
were  made  glad,  last  week,  with  the  announcement  by  his 
doctors  that  President  Eisenhower  has  made  a  satisfactory 
recovery  from  the  heart  attack  he  suffered  some  months  ago. 

Neither  Arkansas  or  Louisiana  voted  Republican  in  the  last 
presidential  election.  It  is  not  likely  that  either  will  do  so  in 
the  presidential  election  next  fall.  Nevertheless,  the  people  of 
this  area,  of  all  churches  and  no  church,  cannot  but  have  admir¬ 
ation  for  Eisenhower  the  soldier,  the  President  and  the  man. 

The  Presidept  is  still  playing  “cat  and  mouse”  with  whether 
or  not  he  will  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  presidency. 
The  Democrats  hope  he  will  not  run.  The  Republicans,  to  put  it 
very  mildly,  hope  he  will  and  seemingly  have  made  no  other  plans. 
There  is  the  feeling,  among  both  political  friends  and  foes,  that 
the  President’s  decision  will  be  a  matter  of  conscience  rather  than 
political. 

Extremists  tyJill  Never  Solve  ^ he  Problem 

IT  is  becoming  more  evident,  with  each  passing  day*  that  the 
results  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the 
matter  of  segregation  of  the  races  will  have  far-reaching  effects 
on  practically  every  phase  of  our  American  life. 

It  is  already  evident  that  the  questions  raised  are  to  be  a 
political  factor  even  in  the  coming  campaign  for  the  presidency 
of  the  United  States.  Every  other  phase  of  our  political  life  on 
practically  every  level  will,  to  some  degree,  feel  the  effects  of  this 
controversy.  Already  our  educational  life,  our  social  life  and  our 
religious  life  have  felt  something  of  the  impact  of  the  problems 
raised  and  there  is  the  feeling  that  the  pressure  from  both  angles 
may  increase  in  the  days  before  us. 

At  the  present  time  no  one  has  sufficient  wisdom  to  tell  us 
how  the  problems  are  to  be  solved,  or  prophetic  vision  of  such 
clarity  as  to  enable  him  to  say  when  they  will  be  solved.  How¬ 
ever,  every  normal  American  must  feel  that  there  is  an  answer 
and  he  must  feel,  also,  that,  given  proper  study  under  proper 
conditions  a  satisfactory  answer  will  be  found. 

Nevertheless,  however  and  whenever  our  racial  problems  are 
finally  solved,  in  view  of  some  things  that  have  already  happened, 
we  believe  it  is  self-evident  that  the  problems  will  never  be  solved 
by  extremists  or  radicals  on  either  side  of  the  controversy.  About 
the  only  contribution  these  people  make  to  the  situation  is  to 
agitate  and  aggravate  problems  that  are  alreay  in  a  rather  delicate 
balance.  They  only  make  more  confusing  and  critical  a  situation 
which  is  difficult  enough  at  best. 

In  view  of  our  historical  background,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
there  are  conflicting  views  on  the  subject.  It  is  not  ^surprising  that 
there  are  some,  pro  and  con,  who  have  rather  strong  feelings  about 
the  matter.  Nevertheless,  a  forthright,  balanced  viewing  of  the 
situation  should  lead  us  all  to  see  that  extreme  viewpoints  or 
activities,  in  either  direction,  can  but  prolong  the  controversy 
and  complicate  the  possibilities  of  an  agreeable  understanding. 

The  editors  of  this  publication  do  not  presume  to  have  the 
answer  to  this  age-old  question.  However,  they  are  presumptuous 
enough  to  say  that,  in  facing  the  matter,  we  should  all  try  desper¬ 
ately  to  be  Christian. 

1000  Club  Church  Sponsors  New  Church 

MANY  excellent  points  may  be  lifted  up  to  emphasize  the 
worthwhileness  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  1000  Club,  the 
church  extension  program  to  which  more  than  a  1000  Lou¬ 
isiana  Methodists  contribute  $10  each,  three  times  a  year,  to  assist 
new  churches.  Members  of  the  1000  Club  will  be  glad  to  know  that 


one  of  the  new  churches  that  received  1000  Club  assistance  almost 
three  years  ago  is  now  itself  ^undertaking  the  sponsorship  of  a  new 
church.  The  investment  which  the  1000  Club  made  in  Trinity 
Church,  Buras-Triumph,  is  not  only  paying  handsome  investments 
in  that  church,  but  Trinity  church  leaders  have  extended  that 
original  investment  by  leading  in  .the  organizing  of  a  congregation 
at  Venice,  the  southmost  Mississippi  delta  town.  Incidentally,  there 
are  eight  members  of  the  1000  Club  in  the  Trinity  Church. 

Seven  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana  owe  their  beginning 
to  the  1000  Club  program  and  the  substantial  assistance  which 
the  prpgram  gave  when  it  was  needed  the  most. 

The  eighth  call,  has  just  been  announced  for  the  period  Feb¬ 
ruary  1  -  May  31,  proceeds  from  which  have  been  designated  for 
the  Luling  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  District,  a  project 
chosen  because  of  the  unusual  opportunity  it  represents.  We  com¬ 
mend  this  opportunity  to  1000  Club  members  as  another  project 
which  is  both  deserving  and  needed. 

kink  On  c&hese  things 

ONVERSATIONS  with  laymen  from  widely  scattered  points 
in  the  Area  in  recent  weeks  have  led  us  to  believe  that  one 
of  the  primary  needs  for  emphasis  in  local  church  life  today  is 
in  the  realm  of  the  spiritual.  These  laymen  were  not  necessarily 
decrying  the  current  stressing  of  community  activities  centering 
around  churches,  or  the  emphasis  on  fine  churches  and  educational 
buildings,  or  the  concerns  of  the  church  for  social  issues  of  today, 
or  the  recreational  activities  for  youth,  or  the  heavy  financial 
claims  of  the  church’s  program,  or  the  numerous  activities  and 
meetings  that  are  a  part  of  the  life  of  any  busy  church  program. 
What  they  did  have  in  mind  was  getting  at  the  fundamental  work 
of  the  church,  emphasizing  the  spiritual  aspect  of  life,  its  reality, 
discovery,  nurture  and  expression. 

They  seem  to  be  saying  that  churches  must  be  more  than 
just  another  community  activity  which  provides  a  setting  for  fel¬ 
lowship  and  service  opportunity.  There  are  many  community  ac¬ 
tivities  and  service  organizations  that  provide  these.  If  a  church 
does  not  provide  a  spiritual  ministry  which  truly  feeds  man’s  inner 
life,  emphasizing  eternal  spiritual  values  and  the  power  inherent 
in  righteousness,  it  is  little  more  than  another  community  activity. 

The  trend  of  the  times  offers  an  explanation  for  any  undue 
emphasis  on  the  material  to  the  neglect  of  the  spiritual.  A  fast 
rising  standard  of  living,  the  tremendous  pressure  by  the  advertis¬ 
ing  industry  to  buy  this  or  that,  new  discoveries  which  make  all 
sorts  of  new  things  possible,  the  measure  of  a  person’s  success 
by  his  financial  achievements,  the  emphasis  on  cradle  to  grave 
financial  security,  much  governmental  policy  being  determined  by 
its  materialistic  expediency,  these  and  other  factors  all  point  up 
the  materialistic  influences  that  are  determining  much  of  life 
today. 

This  represents,  of  course,  a  major  challenge  to  any  local 
church  and  its  program.  Not  only  must  these  and  countless  other 
materialistic  forces  be  set  in  their  proper  perspective,  but  of  even 
more  importance,  the  spiritual  emphasis  which  the  church  alone 
can  make  must  be  maintained  and  in  some  instances  increased. 


Church  ushers  should  not  embrace  the  ladies,  tell  fish  stories  during 
the  sermon  or  “snoopervise”  the  collection  plate,  an  expert  advised  in 
Dallas. 

E.  M.  Hosman  of  Omaha,  Nebr.,  dean  of  the  School  for  Church  Ushers, 
was  in  Dallas  to  conduct  a  course  in  how  ushers  can  win  friends  in  the 
congregation  and  help  churchgoers  to  a  satisfying  worship  experience. 

Mr.  Hosman  is  a  great  believer  in  having  trained  and  thoughtful  people 
on  hand  to  engineer  the  movement  of  crowds. 

The  dean  has  strong  views  on  the  subject  of  distracting  influences  in 
church  which  interfere  with  proper  worship. 

He  mentioned  as  examples:  a  beautiful  blonde  in  the  choir  wearing 
pendulous,  sparkling  earrings;  and  an  usher  noisily  opening  a  window 
while  the  minister  is  preaching. 
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A  T  ift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


FORGIVING 

In  some  of  our  churches  this  week,  the  people  will  pray,  “Forgive  us 
oUr  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.”  In  others  the  worshippers  will  say, 
“Forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.” 
A  cynic  might  say  sarcastically  that  at  least  the  churches  should  agree  on 
the  same  version  of  our  Lord’s  Prayer.  But  this  differ¬ 
ence  in  translation  indicates  no  real  basic  disunity  of 
desire. 

In  the  sixth  chapter  of  Matthew,  the  twelfth  verse, 
Jesus  teaches  His  disciples  to  pray,  “Forgive  us  our 
debts.”  Then  two  verses  later,  He  says:  “If  ye  forgive 
men  their'trespasses,  your  Heavenly  Father  will  forgive 
you;  but  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses,  neither 
will  your  Heavenly  Father  forgive  your  trespasses.” 
Perhaps  we  might  draw  a  distinction  between  the  terms 
by  saying  that  the  word  debt  suggests  a  sin  of  omission, 
leaving  undone  what  we  ought  to  have  done;  and  the 
term  trespass  connotes  a  sin  of  commission,  doing  what  we  ought  not  to 
have  done. 

Deeper  thought,  however,  reveals  a  value  in  the  two-fold  translation, 
for  it  serves  to  remind  us  that  a  trespass  is  a  form  of  indebtedness  and  a 
debt  is  a  form  of  trespass.  When  I  break  a  moral  law,  it  is  not  merely  my 
own  affair.  Somebody  has  to  pay  for  it.  I  incur  a  debt.  And  when  I  leave 
a  duty  unfulfilled,  a  day  wasted,  a  talent  cast  away,  a  holy  relationship 
neglected,  I  trespass  on  the  rights  of  others,  for  they  have  a  right  to  expect 
me  to  do  my  duty  as  a  member  of  society. 

And  while  our  debts  and  trespasses  involve  one  another,  they  also 
involve  God.  Suppose  that  I  owed  one  of  you  a  thousand  dollars;  and  you 
in  the  goodness  of  your  heart  said,  “I’ll  forgive  that  debt.  Forget  it.”  And 
suppose  you  owed  your  neighbor  a  thousand  dollars,  and  you  went  to  him 
and  said,  “I  have  just  forgiven  a  man  a  thousand  dollars.  Will  you  not 
forgive  my  debt?”  And  suppose  such  generosity  spread  from  neighbor  to 


neighbor,  would  that  guarantee  a  satisfactory  and  stable  society?  No,  such 
goodness  of  heart,  divorced  from  a  sense  of  divine  justice,  would  play 
havoc  with  business  transactions  and  society  generally.  Mercy  and  for¬ 
giveness  cannot  be  mere  -unregulated  human  emotions.  They  are  jewels 
of  the  spirit  but  they  have  value  only  in  a  setting  of  justice.. 

This  matter  of  forgiving,  therefore,  calls  for  study.  Aye,  it  calls  for 
prayer:  “Forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.” 

What,  first  of  all,  is  involved  in  forgiving?  Well,  of  course,  it  means 
to  forego  all  private  revenge,  to  remit  the  right  to  retaliate.  To  forgive  is 
somewhat  different  from  excusing.  We  excuse  a  person’s  deed  when  we 
exempt  him  from  the  imputation  of  blame.  For  instance,  we  may  say, 
“I  excuse  his  conduct,  considering  the  extraordinary  provocation  under 
which  he  acted.”  But  I  may  forgive  a  person  for  behavior  which  I  cannot 
excuse,  because  I  still  believe  it  is  blameworthy.  Nevertheless,  so  far  as  my 
relations  with  him  are  concerned,  I  will  not  hold  his  action  against  him. 

Also  to  forgive  is  not  the  same  as  to  pardon.  Pardon  is  always  from 
a  superior;  from  one  who  has  the  right  to  sit  in  judgment.  A  judge  on  the 
bench  may  pardon  a  prisoner  for  his  crime;  but  though  I  am  the  one  who 
has  been  wronged,  I  cannot  pardon  the  fellow.  Legally,  only  the  authorized 
government  can  pardon  a  crime;  morally,  only  God  can  pardon  a  sin. 
But  I  can  forgive  the  man  who  hurts  me,  even  though  I  cannot  pardon 
him.  Forgiveness  is  a  change  of  attitude  within  the  one  wronged. 

Did  you  ever  hear  a  person  say,  “I’ll  forgive  but  I  can’t  forget.”  That 
attitude  leaves  the  wound  festering.  It  is  not  up  to  the  standard  of  divine 
forgiveness. 

And  then  there  are  people  who  say  they  forgive  but  they  don’t  let  the 
wrongdoer  forget.  They  go  around  showing  a  hurt  feeling  that  keeps  the 
other  ever  mindful  of  the  wrong.  I  knew  a  wife  who  took  back  an  erring 
husband  but  kept  him  miserable  by  her  reminders. 

Christ  taught  us  to  pray  for  forgiveness  as  we  forgive.  The  promise 
is  that  “God  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  to  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness.”  In  Our  Lord’s  parable,  the  Father  forgave  the 
prodigal  son  and  restored  the  old  relationship.  No  revenge,  no  reminders. 

Who  does  not  know  the  joy  of  “making  up”  after  forgiving  and  for¬ 
getting?  Let  Lent  be  a  time  of  “making  up”. 
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“SMOOTH  PREACHING” 


A  Methodist  congregation  is  said  to  have 
I  sent  a  message  to  the  Bishop  which  said,  “Don’t 

■  send  us  a  preacher  who  will  tell  us  about  sin”. 
I  Whether  they  did  or  not,  the  idea  brings  us  to 
I  some  of  the  prevailing  thinking  these  days,  both 

■  in  pulpit  and  pew.  A  lot  of  good  Christians  have 
I  unconsciously  swallowed  the  current  religious 
I  craze  about  “positive  thinking”  which  somehow 
I  goes  through  the  back  door  of  theology  to  at- 
I  tain  a  fairy-tale  condition  of  goodness  and  well- 
I  being.  Just  whimper  to  God  and  He  will  come 
I  a-running  with  all  the  things  you  need  to  be 
I  happy.  Sin?  What’s  that?  Don’t  talk  about  sin, 
I  preacher.  A  loving  Heavenly  Father  will  not 
I  send  any  of  his  beloved  children  to  hell. 

I  This  sort  of  theological  rubbish  is  not  a  new 
I  thing.  It  was  having  quite  a  go  back  in  Isaiah’s 
I  day;  so  much  so  that  Isaiah  accused  them  of  tell- 
I  >ng  the  preachers,  “Don’t  preach  to  us  right 
I  things,  speak  unto  us  smooth  things.”  Unfor- 
I  tunately,  many  of  the  preachers  used  “smooth” 
texts  and  made  “smooth”  messages.  It  certainly 
was  an  easy,  comfortable  thing  to  follow  Jehovah 
those  days. 

I  Ever  since  men  began  to  speak  out  for  God, 
there  have  been  people  who  wanted  to  hone 
down  the  sharp  words  of  prophetic  conviction  in¬ 
to  a  smooth  but  worthless  statement  that  would 
n°t  offend  anybody,  and  could  be  heard  with 
jiheat  spiritual  ease.  Of  course  it  pleased  the 
hearers;  and  the  preacher  was  told  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  service  that  they  “enjoyed”  the 
sermon.  But  sermons  should  not  always  be  en- 
|  l°yed,  else  the  preachers  are  not  fulfilling  their 
calling.  Being  “at  ease  in  Zion”  was  not  de- 
lned  as  a  blessing  but  as  a  woe. 

God  has  given  us  “exceeding  great  and 
Precious  promises”.  He  also  has  made  a  number 
Ieciuirements  of  us.  And,  as  the  popular  song 
6°®s>  “you  can’t  have  one  without  the  other.” 
e  us  study  to  learn  more  of  God’s  wishes  for 
s  before  we  spend  too  much  time  hunting  a 
offt0  k'e  relieved  from  some  of  the  difficulties 
ife.  Instead  of  asking  God  so  often  to  help  us 
wl-i  we  S°t  into,  why  not  ask  Him 

kingdom’  WOUld  have  us  to  d°  t0  Promote  His 

February  23,  1956 


I  On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Raid 

Elmiiiiii,  it  iiiiihih  11, 1,  hi  in,,  imniiiiiiiiruam  min m  nmumi  Q 

IN  DEFENSE  OF  THE  MAN 
/  WITH  ONE  TALENT 

We  have  done  an  understandable  but  not 
quite  fair  thing  with  one  of  the  parables  that 
adorned  the  discourse  Jesus  gave  as  he  sat  upon 
the  Mount  of  Olives:  the  so-called  Parable  of 
the  Talents.  Jesus  was,  of  course,  speaking  of 
the  talent — a  coin  of  the  day — in  this  story;  de¬ 
scribing  something  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
servant  for  the  master’s  welfare,  and  pointing 
from  it  a  lesson  of  God-man  relationship.  But, 
through  the  years,  we  have  given  the  name  of 
a  material  coin  to  some  intellectual  and  spiritual 
and  physical  skills  (gifts,  abilities,  or  endow¬ 
ments);  then  we  have  attempted  to  apply  Jesus’ 
story  to  our  consideration  of  these  skills.  “Non- 
sequitur!”  the  logician  would  inform  us  .  .  . 

Just  now  I  want  to  consider  talent^  in  its 
meaning  of  an  endowment  (or  skill);  and  I 
want  to  sa^-  an  especial  word  on  behalf  of  the 
man  with  only  one  talent.  After  all,  he  is  typical 
of  the  great  majority  of  us.  I  have  never  known 
anyone  without  some  talent,  some  natural  gift; 
though  sometimes  it  has  been  neglected,  or  let 
go  to  waste,  or  permitted  to  lie  dormant.  But 
the  potential  is  always  there. 

And  I  have  known  very  few  people  with 
more  than  one  talent,  though  some  may  have 
a  smattering  of  secondary  gifts.  There  have  been 
Leonardo  da  Vincis  and  Albert  Schweitzers — but 
very  few  in  all  history — and  it  is  a  moot  question 
if  their  several  talents  were  more  than  one  ex¬ 
pressing  itself  in  several  media.  Consider  even 
our  so-called  geniuses  of  industry  and  art:  what 
ludicrous  and  pdthetic  figures  they  have  ap¬ 
peared  when  they  ventured  to  act  in  fields  out¬ 
side  the  one  that  made  them  famous. 

No,  most  if  not  all  of  us  are  one-talent  peo¬ 
ple.  Indeed,  the  happiest  people  I  know  are  sim¬ 
ple  folk  of  one  talent  who  have  developed  that 
talent  to  a  high  degree  and  employed  it  to  give 
aid,  or  light,  or  joy  to  themselves  and  others. 
These  are  people  you  never  find  on  the  psychi¬ 
atrist’s  couch. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  too,  that  the  real 
achievements  of  mankind — the  simple  ones  and 
the  great  ones — are  usually  accomplished  by  a 
group  of  one-talented  people  working  together. 
Every  great  invention  and  every  great  discovery, 
though  it  may  be  climaxed  in  one  man,  actually 


comes  through  the  cooperation  of  many.  Peary 
and  Byrd,  reaching  the  earth’s  poles,  did  so  only 
because  of  the  accumulated  knowledge  gained 
from  their  forerunners  who  did  not  reach  the 
goal,  plus  new  skills,  and  techniques,  and  equip¬ 
ment  developed  through  long  years  by  many 
hundreds  of  people.  Thomas  Edison  and  Dr.  Salk 
needed  hundreds  of  talented  (one-talented)  co- 
operators,  past  and  present,  in  order  to  reach  the 
goals  they  envisioned. 

In  this  connection  I  like  to  think  of  a  tal¬ 
ented  organist — or  any  organist.  We  say  he 
makes  his  organ  talk,  or  laugh,  or  moan,  or  rouse 
people  to  action.  But  think  of  the  pyramid  of 
people — of  whom  he  is  the  apex  of  the  moment — 
who  actually  produce  that  inspiring  music:  there 
were  his  teachers  and  the  host  of  teachers  and 
organ  builders  who  developed  that  instrument 
and  its  science  during  the  centuries;  the  men 
who  cut  the  timber  to  house  the  sounding  parts; 
the  men  who  molded  the  metal,  who  determined 
to  a  fraction  of  an  inch  the  length  and  circum¬ 
ference  of  each  pipe  and  pedal;  the  men  who 
composed  the  music,  and  those  who  printed  it. 
All  of  these,  joining  their  several  and  single  tal¬ 
ents  (though  many  of  them  probably  could  not 
strike  a  chord)  have  produced  the  grandeur  of 
the  Messiah  and  the  fantasy  of  the  Humoresque 
on  that  organ  .  .  . 

And  I  like  to  think  of  my  church  as  an  in¬ 
strument  of  music — an  instrument  more  compli¬ 
cated  than  any  organ;  for  it  is  playing  upon  the 
lives  of  men  and  women,  playing  upon  the  deli¬ 
cate  strings  of  heart  and  mind  and  spirit,  playing 
a  great  oratorio  that  is  molding  and  changing 
community  and  history.  There  I,  with  my  one 
talent,  am  somewhere  at  the  keys. 


SURVEY  SHOWS  PROBLEMS  OF 
‘COMPOSITE’  PROTESTANT  MINISTER 

Chicago  (RNS) — The  average  Protestant 
clergyman  spends  more  time  on  clerical  work 
than  on  preparing  sermons,  according  to  a  sur¬ 
vey  being  made  by  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Blizzard,  as¬ 
sociate  professor  of  sociology  at  Pennsylvania 
State  University. 

Dr.  Blizzard,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  told 
300  clergymen  attending  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary’s  annual  Ministers  Week  here  that  he 
expects  to  complete  the  two-year  project  next 
June  30. 

The  “composite”  minister  evoked  in  the 
study,  Dr.  Blizzard  said,  likes  best  to  preach  and 
conduct  worship  services  for  his  flock  and  likes 
least  his  roles  as  organizer  and  administrator 

He  works  ten  hours  a  day  at  being  a  min¬ 
ister  and  another  six  with  his  family  or  on  per¬ 
sonal  affairs,  and  “thinks  he  is  spending  most  of 
his  time  on  things  he  feels  least  trained  for.” 
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Hope  And  Comfort  For 

The  Evening  of  Life 

G.  C.  Smith,  Layman,  Colfax,  La. 


Give  God  A  Chance 

May  Smith  White 

Give  God  a  chance  to  walk  with  you 
Through  paths  of  love  and  service  true. 

Give  Him  a  chance  and  know  His  way, 

Seek  Him  anew  in  each  new  day. 

Give  God  a  chance  to  use  your  life 
And  rid  it  of  all  grief  and  strife. 

God,  then,  will  be  your  constant  guide 
From  morning  through  the  even-tide. 

Give  God  a  chance  and  you  will  know 
The  way  He  now  wants  you  to  go. 

Give  Him  a  chance  and  know  His  will. 
Hear  Him  say,  “Thy  peace  be  still." 


DID  i  HELP  GOD  ANSWER 
KAGAWA'S  PRAYER? 


I  begin  each  day  by  praying  that 
in  some  humble  way  I  may  be  used 
of  God  to  serve  Him  and  His  chil¬ 
dren.  I  have  long  known  of  the 
remarkable  prayer  life  of  the  great 
Christian  minister  and  social  work¬ 
er,  Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa  of  Japan. 
Little  did  I  dream  as  I  prayed  to 
our  Heavenly  Father  Friday  morn¬ 
ing,  June  17,  1955,  that  before  long 
He  might  use  me  in  answering  the 
prayers  of  this  great  soul. 

I  was  leaving 
my  own  Methodist 
Annual  Con  f  er- 
ence  at  Walla  Wal¬ 
la,  Washington  to 
fly  back  to  our 
home  in  Nashville, 
T  e  n  n  e  s  see.  We 
flew  to  Pendleton, 
Oregon  and  chang¬ 
ed  the  through 
flight  from  Port- 

Leroy  H.  Walker  qand  to  Chicago. 

Our  next  stop  was  Boise,  Idaho. 
I  was  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Nampa,  Idaho,  just  17 
miles  from  Boise,  from  1940  to  1946. 
I  had  not  seen  the  new  airport  and 
left  the  plane  long  enough  to  look 
it  over  and  again  enjoy  the  mag¬ 
nificent  view  down  the  broad  street 
to  the  Capitol  building. 

I  noticed  several  Japanese  people 
at  the  airport  gate  and  having  work¬ 
ed  with  many  of  the  Japanese  of 
that  section  I  made  myself  known. 
One  of  the  men  said,  “Well,  Mr. 
Walker,  I  am  sure  you  will  be  in¬ 
terested  in  who  that  is  the  young 
man  is  putting  on  your  plane.  That 
is  Mrs.  Toyohiko  Kagawa  of  Japan. 
She  spoke  this  evening  at  our  Jap¬ 
anese  Methodist  Church  at  Ontario, 
Oregon.”  Then  he  added,  “She  does 
not  speak  English.” 

When  I  re-entered  the  plane,  I 
asked  the  stewardess  if  she  knew 
who  she  had  seated.  I  then  told  her 
that  she  w'as  the  wife  of  the  world 
famous  Christian  leader  and  social 
worker,  Toyohiko  Kagawa.  She  said, 
“They  said  a  Reverend  somebody 
was  to  meet  her  in  Chicago,  tout  we 
do  not  know  his  name.” 

Upon  returning  to  my  seat  I  found 
to  my  pleasure  that  Mrs.  Kagawa 
had  been  given  the  seat  adjoining 
mine.  I  tried  to  make  known  to  her 
that  I  was  acquainted  with  her  hus¬ 
band  and  admired  him  highly.  Then 
I  recalled  that  I  had  in  my  pocket 
several  beautiful  little  billfold  pray¬ 


er  booklets  featuring  a  colored  re¬ 
production  of  Warner  Sallman’s 
“Head  of  Christ.”  I  handed  her  one 
of  these. 

At  once  her  face  lighted  up  and 
she  smiled  and  gave  her  delightful 
Japanese  curtsy  several  times.  Then 
she  reached  in  her  purse  and  showed 
me  a  newspaper  clipping  which  in¬ 
cluded  her  picture  and  a  story  about 
her  tour.  It  mentioned  that  she  was 
herself  a  graduate  of  theological 
school  and  also  that  she  was  travel¬ 
ing  alone,-  although  she  spoke  no 
English. 

All  night  we  traveled  together  and 
early  Saturday  morning  we  landed 
at  the  airport  in  Chicago.  I  helped 
her  off  the  plane  and  at  once  began 
looking  for  the  minister  who  was  to 
meet  her. 

When  we  reached  the  gate  open¬ 
ing  into  the  closed  walkway  she  in¬ 
dicated  that  she  was  to  wait  there. 
"When  we  failed  to  see  anyone  who 
had  come  for  her  I  persuaded  her  to 
accompany  me  to  the  office  of  the 
airline  over  which  we  had  flown. 
She  took  from  her  purse  a  paper 
with  several  Japanese  words  and 
pointed  to  one  that  had  been  trans¬ 
lated  into  English. 

We  asked  that  this  man  be  paged, 
but  the  public  address  system 
brought  no  results.  Then  I  saw  a 
young  Japanese  man  crossing  the 
waiting  room  and  brought  him  to 
Mrs.  Kagawa  and  requested  that  he 
speak  with  her.  After  a  brief  con¬ 
versation  he  said  to  me,  “She  says 
that  she  thanks  you  most  kindly  and 
she  greatly  appreciates  your  con¬ 
cern  for  her — but  she  will  be  all 
right.  You  can  go  on  and  she  will 
return  to  the  gate  where  she  got 
off  the  plane  and  they  will  surely 
come  for  her.” 

Something  seemed  to  tell  me  not 
to  leave  her.  I  found  the  stewardess 
who  was  on  our  plane  but  she  pled 
helplessness.  She  said  ordinarily 
when  some  one  who  does  not  know 
English  is  put  on  a  plane,  the  stew¬ 
ardess  is  given  the  name  of  a  con¬ 
tact.  But  that  had  not  been  done. 
I  next  appealed  to  the  man  at  the 
“Information”  desk,  but  he  knew  of 
no  way  to  help  this  visitor  from 
Japan.  It  then  entered  my  mind 
that  the  minister  who  was  to  meet 
her  might  be  serving  a  church  in 
Chicago.  To  my  delight  I  did  find 
such  a  name  in  the  big  Chicago 
directory. 

Copying  this  number  I  brought 


In  an  attempt  at  trying  to  bright¬ 
en  the  corner  where  we  are,  the 
writer  takes  great  pleasure  in  this 
effort  to  communicate  with  many 
others,  who  like  himself,  are  tread¬ 
ing  in  the  sunset  of  life  which  should 
not  be  cold  and  cheerless  as  many 
appear  to  think,  judging  by  attitude 
and  conversation.  Modernism  tries 
to  avoid  all  reference  to  the  in¬ 
evitable  end  of  life  as  though  it  were 
something  to  be  avoided^  like  a 
plague  that  falls  upon  the  paths  of 
men,  something  to  flee  from  in  ter¬ 
ror  and  despair. 

To  all  such,  I  wish  to  hold  out  a 
much  brighter  prospect  of  hope  and 
comfort  for  there  is  a  balm  in 
Gilead,  fairer  than  all  the  Ionian 
hills,  which  steals  away  the  sharper 
dreads  of  life  ere  we  are  aware,  giv¬ 
ing  us  comfort  and  consolation  in 
spite  of  the  gathering  shadows  that 
should  cool  and  soothe  us  after  the 
heat  of  day.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  fathers  and  mothers  in  Israel 
used  to  talk  about  such  things  with 
triumph  and  glory  beaming  from 
their  countenances.  Where  has  all 
that  spirit  of  conquest  and  glory 
gone?  Today  we  hear  people  when 
they  speak  of  death,  do  so  with  the 
greatest  of  caution  lest  they  upset 
the  apple  cart  of  composure  and 
ease  of  the  listener. 

I  know  of  a  man  who  has  heart 
trouble  and  lives  in  constant  dread 
that  he  may  have  an  attack  at  any 
time.  This  should  not  be  so.  Of  all 
things,  it  seems  to  me  most  strange 
that  men  should  fear,  seeing  that 
death,  a  necessary  thing,  will  come 
when  it  wills  to  come.  A  brave  man 
dies  but  once;  cowards  die  many 
times  before  the  appointed  hour  and 
those  who  dread  the  coming  of  the 
grim  reaper  give  evidence  that  they 
have  not  made  due  preparations  for 
something  that  should  be  a  time  of 
deliverance  if  we  have  the  measure 
of-faith  that  Christians  should  have. 
Let  us  drawn  near  unto  the  throne 
of  Grace  with  pure  conscience  and 
drink  deep  at  the  fountain  and  wells 
of  life  eternal.  Then  we  "ban  truly 


Mrs.  Kagawa  to  the  public  pay-sta¬ 
tion  telephone  and  indicated  that  I 
would  try  to  dial  the  number  and 
allow  her  to  speak.  She  understood 
and  kindly  offered  to  hold  my  top¬ 
coat.  The  Japanese  minister  an¬ 
swered  the  telephone.  I  said,  “Mrs. 
Toyohiko  Kagawa  is  with  me  here 
at  the  airport.  She  was  expecting 
you  to  meet  her  at  the  gate.”  He 
exclaimed,  “Oh,  my  gracious!  Is  she 
there  now?  Why  we  were  notified 
that  she  would  arrive  tomorrow 
morning!”  “She  is  right  here,”  I 
said,  “She  would  like  to  speak  with 
you.” 

Taking  the  telephone  she  was  off 
in  a  torrent  of  excited  Japanese. 
After  hanging  up  the  receiver  she 
assured  me  that  I  could  go  now  as 
he  would  come  for  her.  She  re¬ 
turned  to  her  position  near  the  gate. 

After  eating  breakfast  and  before 
my  on-going  plane  was  ready,  I 
sought  her  out  again.  I  said,  “Well, 
still  waiting?”  She  smiled  and  curt¬ 
sied  and  pointed  on  her  watch  to  the 
minute  the  minister  was  to  come  for 
her.  - 

I  went  on  about  my  affairs  and 
after  a  few  moments  saw  her  cross¬ 
ing  the  lobby.  She  was  walking  be- 
( Continued  on  page  14) 


say  with  the  Apostle  Paul:  “O  death 
where  is  thy  sting;  O  grave  where  is 
thy  victory?”.  Can 'any  such  man  liVe 
in  terror  and  constant  dread  when 
he  has  such  an  unconquerable  spirit 
of  redemption,  for  a  constant  com¬ 
panion  in  life’s  uneven  pathways? 

Brothers  we  are  treading  where 
the  saints  have  trod  who  dreaded 
not  death,  even  by  torture  but  rather 
esteemed  it  an  honor  and  privilege 
to  offer  up  their  lives  as  a  witness 
and  testimony  to  the  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  who  came  not 
to  dispense  death  but  glorious  life 
everlasting  and  every  man  who  hath 
this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himself, 
even  as  he  is  pure. 

I  have  taken  a  number  of  very 
pleasant  trips  in  my  life  and  much 
of  the  pleasure  that  I  experienced  in 
those  tripe  were  the  times  of  prepa¬ 
ration  in  planning  and  getting  ready. 
I  now  feel  that  I  am  getting  ready 
for  the  most  glorious  trip  of  all,  the 
trip  into  the  Glory  Land.  How  can 
anyone  be  sad  and  filled  with  dread 
when  he  feels  that  is  getting 
ready  for  a  most  wonderful  ad¬ 
venture  of  all,  the  trip  into  that 
land  where  we  will  never  grow  old 
and  the  flowers  forever  bloom  and 
beauty  never  fades  away.  No,  it 
seems  to  me  that  those  who  dread 
death,  lack  woefully  in  the  measure 
of  faith  that  we  as  Christians  should 
hold  precious  in  our  bosoms  ever¬ 
more.  In  my  experiences,  I  have 
been  near  the  confines  of  this  world 
a  few  times  but  it  was  not  a  time 
of  dread  for  me;  I  rather  felt  like 
a  weary  laborer  who  was  laying  his 
tools  aside  at  the  close  of  day  to 
go  home  to  rest  and  peaceful  slum¬ 
ber.  I  wonder  how  many  others  have 
had  similar  experiences  in  this  life 
of  ours.  I  used  to  hear  these  things 
talked  about  very  much  in  churches 
and  revivals  but  it  appears  that 
many  look  upon  such  things  as  be¬ 
ing  in  bad  taste  in  these  days  of 
modernism,  as  though  death  were  a 
thing  that  has  been  outmoded  and 
should  not  be  put  on  exhibit  for 
the  gaze  of  polite  society.  ‘ 

But  no  matter  how  we  regard  it, 
death  still  stalks  with  us  abroad  and 
is  all  around  and  about  us  every 
day.  Happy  is  that  man  and  woman 
who  looks  upon  the  end  of  this  life 
as  the  beginning  of  something  much 
more  glorious  and  beautiful  than 
anything  this  world  can  boast  of. 
How  blessed  is  the  assurance  that 
we  will  not  have  to  cross  Jordan 
alone  and  that  there  will  be  some¬ 
one  waiting  ''to  dispel  the  darkness 
and  be  with  us  when  the  scenes  of 
this  world  fade  from  view,  and  we 
enter  into  that  -blessed  land  where 
the  half  has  never  yet  been  told. 
How  can  we  be  happy  and  joyful  if 
we  do  not  have~such  faith  and  hopes 
to  brighten  the  closing  years  of  our 
lives?  It  may  be  old  fashioned  to 
talk  this  way  but  give  me,  I  pray, 
the  old  fashioned  way  rather  than 
the  modernistic  viewpoint  when  to 
mention  such  things  is  considered  in 
bad  taste.  I  guess  it  is  in  bad  taste 
to  those  who  are  living  without 
hope  and  without  the  companionship 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  guides  us  in¬ 
to  all  righteousness.  The  things  of 
this  world  are  but  a  fleeting  phan¬ 
tasy  and  what  misery  and  despan 
they  must  feel  who  know  nothin? 
of  the  eternal  things  that  waits  us 
beyond  the  sunset  of  life  where  al 
is  blessed  and  fair. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODISE 
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In  The  Field  of  Evangelism 

METHODISTS  END 
SUCCESSFUL  MISSION 
IN  CUBA 

Methodist  Information 

The  Methodist  Church’s  sixth  an¬ 
nual  international  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  Republic  of  Cuba  was 
brought  to  a  successful  close  Feb¬ 
ruary  9  when  Cuban  ministers  and 
church  workers  joined  the  100  par¬ 
ticipating  ministers  and  laymen 
from  the  United  States  to  report 
results  or  their  intensive  nine-day 
crusade.  Among  those  ministers 
were  two  Louisiana  ministers,  Rev. 
James  T.  Harris,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent  and  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug, 
Franklin. 

The  reports  showed  a  total  of  2,- 
898  first  decisions,  152  new  mem¬ 
bers  received  on  profession  of  faith, 
and  1,923  enrolled  in  church  mem¬ 
bership  preparatory  classes.  Also, 
that  7,868  persons  attended  the  858 
services  held  throughout  the  island, 
and  that  the  cooperating  ministers 
and  laymen  made  ,5,821  visits  to 
the  homes  of  prospective  members. 

These  figures  were  reported  by 
the  district  superintendents  of  the 
Cuba  Conference  to  Bishop  John 
Branscomb,  presiding  bishop  of  the 
Florida  and  Cuba  Conferences,  and 
Dr.  Harry  Denman,  executive  sec¬ 
retary,  General  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism,  under  whose  direction  the 
evangelistic  missions  are  held. 

The  reporting  sessions  were  held 
in  the  chapel  of  Candler  College, 
Havana.  On  January  31,  the  coach¬ 
ing  conference  had  been  held  in 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Miami, 
Fla.,  and  in  between  these  dates  the 
visiting  ministers  and  laymen  spent 
their  day  and  nights  working  in 
churhes,  mission  places,  schools,  and 
outposts  in  cooperation  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cuba  Conference. 

The  100  ministers  from  30  states 
in  the  U.  S.,  paid  their  own  ex¬ 
penses  to  Cuba  for  the  privilege  of 
participating  in  this  mission,  or  were 
sent  by  their  churches.  Several  lay- 
ment  also  participated  in  this  ven¬ 
ture  of  faith  and  witness. 

Due  to  the  experience  gained  in 
previous  missions,  the  extremely 
thorough  and  complete  cooperation 
given  the  planning  sessions  by  the 
district  superintendents  of  the  Cuba 
Conference,  and  the  skill  and  wis¬ 
dom  of  Bishop  Branscomb  and  Dr. 
Denman,  this  mission  moved  for¬ 
ward  without  a  conflict.  Over  and 
over  the  Cuba  Conference  minis¬ 
ters  were  heard  to  say  “The  best 
we  have  ever  had.” 

Early  on  the  morning  of  February 
1,  one  plane-load  of  ministers  took 
off  to  Havana,  and  another  to 
Camaguey.  Each  group  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  district  superinten¬ 
dents  to  whom  they  were  assigned, 
and  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
coaching  conference  held  the  prev¬ 
ious  day  in  Miami.  At  Havana  and 
at  Camaguey  they  were  met  by  min¬ 
isters,  laymen  and  mission  workers 
whp  immediately  took  them  to  their 
assignments  and  ushered  them  in¬ 
fo  their  duties. 

Many  of  the  ministers  may  have 
originally  felt  they  were  going  to 
Cub  for  a  short  vacation.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Cuban  pastors  immed¬ 
iately  removed  this  idea  from  their 
funds',  for  without  a  moment’s  time 
for  visiting  or  orientation,  the  visit¬ 
ing  ministers  were  ushered  into  the 
me  art  of  pastoral  visiting  and 
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Evangelism  And  The  New  America 

By  Harry  Denman 

EDITOR’S  NOTE :  Below  are  excerpts  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Harry  Denman,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of  Evangelism,  at  the  agency’s  annual  meet¬ 
ing  Jan.  11-13  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  The  report  was  released  through  Methodist 
Information. 


Let  us  look  at  the  evangelistic 
opportunity  in  America  today: 

69,000,000  persons  have  no  church 
affiliation. 

19,000,000  of  these  are  youth  12- 
13  years  of  age. 

31,000,000  person  move  each  year. 
Crime  is  growing  four  times  as 


preaching  through  an  interpreter. 

The  five  previous  missions  gave 
the  missionaries  and  Cuban  minis¬ 
ters  the  knowledge  and  experience 
necessary  to  utilize  the  manpower 
made  available  by  this  mission  for 
the  growth  of  the  church  and  the 
development  of  the  membership. 
Thus  the  extremely  fine  results  were 
obtained. 

Bishop  Branscomb,  now  thorough¬ 
ly  at  home  in  Cuba  as  a  result  of 
his  years  of  service  as  a  conference 
missionary  secertary,  and  four  years 
of  episcopal  supervision,  journeyed 
from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the 
other.  He  dedicated  the  beautiful 
chapel  at  the  Agricultural  and  In¬ 
dustrial  School  at  Preston,  a  lovely 
rural  church  at  Minas,  a  parsonage 
at  Aguado  de  Pasajeros,  and  an¬ 
other  church  at  the  far  western 
end  of  the  island. 

The  Board  of  Missions  cooper¬ 
ated  in  the  campaign,  and  was  rep¬ 
resented  by  Dr.  James  E.  Ellis,  ad¬ 
ministrative  secretary  for  Latin 
_  America,  who  visited  many  of  the 
charges  with  Bishop  Branscomb. 

Methodism  in  Cuba  has  had  wise 
leadership  through  the  years.  From 
the  days  of  wisdom  of  Bishop  Cand¬ 
ler  to  the  days  of  continued  ag¬ 
gressive  leadership  of  Bishop  Kern, 
Bishop  Harrell,  Bishop  Short  and- 
now  Bishop  Branscomb,  each  has 
made  his  own  special  contribution 
to  the  growth  of  the  church  in  this 
“pearl  of  the  Antilles.” 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Missions,  work  has  been  opened 
in  many  places  recently,  and  the 
schools  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Division  of  National  Missions 
and  the  Woman’s  Division  are  mak¬ 
ing  a  splendid  contribution  to  the 
work  of  the  church  and  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  people  of  Cuba. 

No  mention  can  be  made  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Cuba  without  a  strong 
statement  of  appreciation  for  the 
self  -  sacrificial  leadership  of  the 
missionaries  who  are  giving  of 
themselves  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 
They  are  faithful  representatives  of 
the  best  the  church  has  to  offer  and 
constant  interpreters  of  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  to  strengthen  and  to  re¬ 
deem. 

Nowhere  is  it  possible  to  find 
people  who  welcome  the  Gospel 
more  gladly  or  appreciate  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church  more  deeply. 
Thus  has  it  been  possible  for  Bis¬ 
hop  Branscomb,  Dr.  Denman  and 
Dr.  Ellis  to  believe  that  these  six 
evangelistic  missions  will  result  in 
an  increase  of  approximately  5,000 
members  innumberable  chapels  and 
Sunday  schools  and,  through  the  in¬ 
creased  missionary  passion  of  the  500 
ministers  who  have  participated  in 
these  missions  through  the  years, 
for  new  missionaries  to  be  obtained 
and  increased  financial  support  to 
be  maintained. 


fast  as  population. 

37,000,000  babies  were  born  1954- 
1955. 

42,000,000  estimated  to  be  born 
1955-1965. 

Population  increasing  at  the  rate 
of  2,500,000  per  year. 

Estimated  population  by  1965  — 
190,000,000. 

833,000  new  family  units  estab¬ 
lished  1950-55. 

2,000,000  more  new  units  will  be 
established  1955-1965. 

The  estimated  population  for  1965 
is  190,000,000.  In  ten  short  years  we 
will  have  a  net  increase  in  our 
population  of  25  million  persons. 
This  is  the  New  America. 

In  1  7  8  4,  when  The  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  in  Baltimore, 
did  we  have  25,000,000  persons  in 
America?  We  had  a  New  America 
in  1784.  We  have  a  New  America 
now. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  will  be 
forty  million  babies  born  in  the  next 
ten  years.  This  is  the  New  America. 
We  are  to  have  new  stores,  new 
plants,  new  homes,  new  commun¬ 
ities,  new  cars,  new  highways,  new 
jet  planes,  new  gadgets.  We  are 
dedicated  to  the  new. 

We  are  desperately  in  need  of 
something  new,  more  than  machines 
and  plants  and  highways.  We  need 
new  persons,  with  a  new  philosophy. 

What  makes  a  nation  great?  What 
make  a  university  great?  What 
makes  a  corporation  great?  What 
makes  a  home  great?  What  makes  a 
church  great?  What  makes  a  city 
great?  It  is  a  person. 

We  must  have  a  new  nation.  Con¬ 
gress  gave  us  a  new  philosophy, 
“This  nation  under  God.”  The  New 
America  must  be  under  God.  When 
we  salute  the  flag  or  pledge  our 
allegiance,  we  say,  “This  nation  un¬ 
der  God.”  I  want  this  nation  to  be 
under  God. 

1.  The  New  America  must  have  a 
dynamic  faith  in  the  reality  of  the 
Living  God. 

2.  The  New  America  must  live  by 
the  righteousness  of  God. 

3.  The  New  America  will  find 
new  life  in  God  through  Christ. 

4.  The  New  America  must  give 
itself  to  the  world  as  God  gave  Him¬ 
self  to  the  world. 

5.  The  New  America  must  give 
its  time  and  talent  to  making  the 
family  Christian. 

This  New  America  must  be  reach¬ 
ed  for  Christ.  The  Methodist  Church 
must  have  a  large  share  in  this 
evangelism  of  reaching  the  New 
Arnerica.  It  can  be  done. 

Our  supreme  task  will  be  to 
“Evangelize  the  Evangelist.”  I  bor¬ 
row  these  words  from  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam.  We  must  give  our¬ 
selves  to  evangelizing  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  local  church.  Our  church 
members  need  an  experience  of 
Christ  until  they  have  a  concern 
for  every  unchurched  person  in  the 
community.  Evangelism  must  not 
be  a  special  effort  in  the  local 
church,  but  it  must  become  the 
main  business  of  each  church  mem¬ 
ber.  In  order  to  reach  these  new 
families,  these  new  children,  these 
youth  the  adults,  every  Christian 
must  become  a  witness  for  Christ. 


The  Local  Church  Commission  on 
Membership  and  Evangelism  must 
pray  and  promote  an  evangelism 
which  will  reach  those  who  need 
to  know  Christ. 

The  Methodist  Church  has  about 
15%  of  the  Protestant  church  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  States.  This 
means  that  we  should  have  a  net 
gain  of  400,000  persons  per  year 
for  the  next  ten  years. 

We  need  to  organize  new  church¬ 
es  for  this  'New  America.  Church 
Extension  needs  millions  of  dollars 
for  this  great  enterprise.  Our  local 
churches  must  have  two  great  mis¬ 
sionary  enterprises — Advance  Spec¬ 
ials  to  win  the  world  for  Christ 
and  Advance  Special  to  win  the 
local  community  for  Christ.  The 
Methodist  Church  has  the  lay-pow¬ 
er  and  the  financial-power  and  the 
knowledge-power.  We  must  give  all 
this  to  Christ  to  win  the  New  Amer¬ 
ica  and  the  new  world.  Other  re¬ 
ligions  besides  Christianity  have 
great  evangelistic  endeavors,  and 
we  must  accelerate  our  labors  and 
giving  in  the  local  church.  New 
Sunday  schools  must  be  started 
wherever  there  is  a  need. 

We  must  have  more  preachers. 
This  is  the  greatest  need  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  The  Board  of 
Education  gives  us  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  about  this  need.  In  1954  The 
Methodist  Church  had  17,070  ef¬ 
fective  ministers  (Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  members  appointed  to  pastor¬ 
ates).  This  is  559  less  than  we  had 
in  1940.  In  1940  we  had  3,341  supply 
pastors,  and  in  1954  we  had  5,918. 

We  believe  that  a  great  evangel¬ 
istic  movement  in  the  local  church 
will  help  to  secure  the  manpower 
we  need  for  these  new  churches. 

We  talk  about  urban,  rural,  and 
suburban  churches.  Our  people  are 
all  the  same  today.  The  farm  peo¬ 
ple  have  all  the  machinery  for  the 
farm  and  gadgets  for  the  home  the 
same  as  the  urbanite.  Our  -young 
couples  in  rural  life  are  high  school 
and  college  trained.  We  have  one 
people  today,  and  all  of  them  need 
to  be  told  about  sin  and  salvation. 
If  you  do  not  care  for  those  words, 
then  they  need  to  know  about  the 
disintegration  of  self  and  integration 
in  Christ. 

In  1900  The  Methodist  Church  was 
the  largest  Church  of  any  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination  in  the  United 
States.  This  was  true  in  1950.  It  may 
not  be  true  in  1960.  In  1900  The 
Methodist  Church  was  a  great  evan¬ 
gelistic  movement.  During  the  first 
forty  years  of  this  century  we  gave 
more  emphasis  to  education  than  we 
did  to  evangelism.  We  should  have 
given  emphasis  to  education,  and 
perhaps  more  than  we  did;  but  we 
should  not  have  neglected  evangel¬ 
ism. 

At  1950  we  find  ourselves  em¬ 
phasizing  both  Christian  education 
and  evangelism.  We  believe  that 
the  next  fifty  years  are  going  to  be 
the  glorious  years  of  Methodism. 
We  believe  that  when  we  reach  the 
yeax*  2000  the  United  States  will 
have  a  population  of  more  than  275,- 
000,000  persons  and  The  Methodist 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


DR.  JOHN  CAWTHON  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  February  15. 

DR.  C.  B.  WHITE,  superintendent  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  will  preach 
at  the  morning  worship  services  of  the  Ferriday 
and  Clayton  Churches  on  Sunday,  February  26. 

A  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIR  has 
been  organized  in  the  Tunica  Methodist 
Church  with  around  20  members.  Mrs.  C.  Clark 
is  the  counselor. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  O.  W.  DAWSON,  members  of 
the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  cele¬ 
brated  their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary  with 
an  open  house  at  their  home  in  Haynesville  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  February  12. 

BISHOP  PAUL-E.  MARTIN  preached  at  the 
Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
on  Sunday  morning,  February  19,  and  set  the 
plaque  on  the  new  educational  building.  Rev. 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

MASON  ERWIN  was  elected  president  of  the 
Oakdale  Methodist  Men’s  Club  at  the  Jan- 
uary  meeting  of  the  club.  Other  officers  are 
Malcolm  Twiner,  vice-president,  and  D.  F.  Burk- 
halter,  secretary-treasurer. 

THE  TUNICA  METHODIST  CHURCH  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  drive  for  funds  to  erect  an  addi¬ 
tional  building  to  be  used  for  Sunday  School 
rooms  and  recreational  purposes.  Rev.  Oakley 
Edwards  is  the  pastor, 

EV.  SAM  NADER,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth- 
v  odist  Church,  Houma,  was  the  speaker  at 
le  meeting  of  the  Junior  High  Parent-Teacher 
.ssociation  of  Houma  at  the  meeting  on  Thurs- 
ay,  January  26. 

R.  WILLIS  TATE,  president  of  Southern 
'  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  was  the  speak- 
r  at  an  assembly  of  Northwestern  State  College 
;udents  and  faculty  on  Wednesday  morning, 
ebruary  15,  at  Natchitoches. 

iTUDENTS  of  the  BaGrange  High  School  pre- 
)  sented  a  musical  program  at  the  dinner 
leeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  First  Meth- 
dist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  on  Wednesday 
vening,  February  15.  Howard  Daugherty  was 
l  charge  of  the  program. 

EV.  DON  ALVERSON,  District  Secretary  of 
l  Temperance  for  the  Monroe  District,  an- 
unces  that  the  date  for  the  run-off  for  the 
say  Speech  Contest  for  the  District  will  be 
Id  on  March  3,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
Monroe. 

lEV.  P.  M.  CARAWAY,  pastor  of  the  First 
L  Methodist  Church  of  Pineville,  was  a  guest 
the  Sunday  night  service  of  the  Mornmgside 
sthodist  Church  of  Shreveport  on  Sunday, 
"bruary  5,  for  the  baptizing  of  Jan,  daughter 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway. 

iEV  HOWARD  HUDSON,  pastor  of  Asbury 
L  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  was  guest 
eaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  s 
ub  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette, 
Wednesday  evening,  February  15.  Ben  Stoke- 
is  president  of  the  club. 

(EV  WILLIAM  P.  FRASER,  head  of  the-De- 
L  partment  of  Bible  at  Centenary  College, 
ought  a  special  series  of  messages  during  Week 
Dedication  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
ain  Dealing.  He  spoke  on  Monday,  Tuesday 
d  Wednesday  nights. 

1HE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Lafay¬ 
ette  honored  the  members  of  the  SLI  Wesley 
lundation  with  a  reception  after  the  evening 
rvice  on  February  12.  Presiding  at  the -punch 
,wls  were  Mrs.  Althea  Eddlemon,  hostess,  and 
rs.  Joyce  Prejean,  student  secretary  of  the 
Oman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
jj  W  LINDSEY  was  elected  president  of  the 
y  Methodist  Men  of  the  Simmesport  Meth- 
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odist  Church  at  a  meeting  at  the  church  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  February  17.  Other  officers  are 
P.  D.  Anderson,  vice-president,  and  James  Pry¬ 
or,  secretary-treasurer.  Supper  for  the  occasion 
was  provided  by  Leo  L.  Ehrhardt,  Verne  Brian 
and  Guy  Normand.  The  club  will  meet  monthly 
on  the  third  Monday.  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Epps-Floyd  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  on  Thursday  evening,  February  9. 
C.  E.  Holley,  president  of  the  club,  presided  over 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  talked  on  his  trip 
to  the  Holy  Land  which  he  made  last  summer 
and  showed  slides  of  places  he  visited.  Refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  by  the  women  of  the  Epps 
Church. 

W.  A.  EICHELBERGER  of  New  Iberia  cele¬ 
brated  his  98th  birthday  on  January  26  with 
an  open  house  at  his  home.  Born  in  Wooster, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Eichelberger  was  married  to  Miss  Ida 
Engle  of  Freeport,  Ill.,  in  1888  and  came  to  Louis¬ 
iana  in  1901.  In  1938  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eichelberger 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary 
and  in  1945  moved  to  their  present  home.  Mrs. 
Eichelberger  died  in  1951  at  the  age  of  88.  Mr. 
Eichelberger  is  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Iberia  and  has  the  honor  of  being 
the  oldest  member  of  the  congregation. 

REV.  GEORGE  HARBUCK,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  service  of  B’nai  Zion 
Temple  in  Shreveport  on  Friday  evening,  Febru¬ 
ary  10.  This  was  the  second  in  the  series  of 
“Meet  Your  Broadmoor  Neighbors”  sponsored  by 
B’nai  Zion  Temple.  Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz,  Jr., 
was  in  charge  of  the  service.  A  reception  was 
held  in  the  Temple  Vestry  following  the  service, 
honoring  Mr.  Harbuck  and  members  of  both  con¬ 
gregations. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Mindeh 
has  issued  a  special  edition  of  the  church 
bulletin,  Pulpit  and  Pew,  in  honor  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Joyner  of  Minden  who  are  celebrating 
birthdays  in  February  and  March.  Brother  Joy¬ 
ner  reached  his  85th  birthday  on  February  15  and 
Mrs.  Joyner  will  be  80  on  March  2.  Brother 
Joyner  is  a  retired  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  bulletin  contains  many  expres¬ 
sions  of  love  and  appreciation  from  friends  and 
persons  of  leadership  in  the  church. 

A  SERIES  of  Lenten  services  is  being  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Amite  on 
Wednesday  evening.  Speakers  for  the  series  are 
Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas,  pastor,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Hammond,  February  15;  Rev.  Wilson 
Watson,  pastor,  First  Methodist  Church,  Pon- 
chatoula,  Feb.  22;  Rev.  Angus  Carruth,  pastor, 
Methodist  Church,  Tangipahoa,  February  29; 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  pastor,  Live  Oak  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Watson,  March  14;  Rev.  John 
Sewell,  pastor,  Centenary  Methodist  Church, 
Franklinton,  March  21,  and  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie,  pastor,  First  Methodist  Church,  Amite, 
March  28. 

JOHN  F.  REEKS,  JR.,  of  New  Orleans,  writes: 

“On  January  29,  the  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church  lost  one  of  its  most  devoted  laymen  when 
George  H.  Labash  passed  away.  Mr.  LaBash, 
age  40,  was  teacher  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class,  an 
active  church  visitor  and  counselor  of  the  Senior 
MYF.  He  also  lent  an  active  hand  to  any  church 
project  in  which  he  could  be  of  help.  A  member 
for  only  a  short  time,  he  knew  many  members 
by  name  and  was  a  regular  Sunday  morning 
greeter.  For  all  this,  he  will  be  sorely  missed  at 
Gentilly.  He  was  a  Navy  officer  and  taught 
military  tactics  at  Tulane  University.  He  saw 
action  in  two  wars  and  was  wounded  four  times. 
He  was  buried  with  full  military  honors  and  a 
service  was  held  at  the  church  on  Tuesday,  Jan¬ 
uary  31.” 

REV.  REUEL  H.  ALLEN,  pastor  of  the  Plain 
Dealing  Methodist  Church,  taught  in  a  five- 
night  training  school  held  in  the  First  Methodist 


Church,  Baton  Rouge  last  week.  The  school  was 
conducted  on  a  city-wide  level  y/ith  all  the  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Baton  Rouge  'participating.  Mr. 
Allen  served  as  an  instructor  in  Bible  and  taught 
the  course  “The  New  Testament:  Its  Content  and 
Values.”  Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  filled  the  pulpit  in  the  Plain 
Dealing  Methodist  Church  during  the  pastor’s 
absence.  Mr.  Allen,  having  worked  for  two 
semesters  as  instructor  in  New  Testament  in  the 
Centenary  College  evening  school,  has  accepted 
a  teaching  assignment  in  Old  Testament  during 
the  Spring  semester.  The  course  js  taught  on  a 
non-denominational  level.  About  40  people  are 
enrolled  in  the  class. 


SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  RELATIONS 
BOARD  WORKSHOPS  CANCELLED 

The  three  workshops  which  were  to  have 
been  held  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Work¬ 
shops  on  March  1,  2  and  3  have  been  cancelled 
according  to  Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  chairman  of  the 
Board.  The  meetings  were  to  have  been  held  at 
the  Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New  Qrleans, 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  St. 
Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  Monroe. 


METHODIST  WORLD  SERVICE 
REPORT 

At ,  the  two-third  point  in  the  fiscal  year, 
receipts  for  Methodist  World  Service  were  down 
.03  per  cent  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
last  year,  according  to  a  report  issued  Feb.  6  by 
the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance  in 
Chicago.  All  other  funds  with  the  exception  of 
the  Week  of  Dedication  showed  gains. 

January  receipts  for  World  Service  were 
$879,729.61.  This  brought  the  total  giving  for  the 
eight-month  period  from  June  through  January 
up  to  $5,220,152.75,  .03  per  cent  under  the  $5,- 
221,836.95  raised  as  of  Jan.  31,  1955.  Apportion¬ 
ment  for  the  year  is  $9,660,000. 

Other  benevolences  funds  totals  for  the 
June- January  period  and  the  comparison  with 
the  same  eight  months  a  year  ago  are  as  follows: 

World  Service  Specials,  $66,698.17 — a  .38  per 
cent  gain. 

General  Advance  Specials,  $2,536,877.07 — a 
gain  of  7.52  per  cent. 

Week  of  Dedication,  $99,599.38— a  loss  of  1.92 
per  cent. 

Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Service,  $587,- 
196.47 — a  5.33  per  cent  gain. 

Methodist  TV  Ministry,  $92,496.10 — a  gain  of 
27.90  per  cent. 

Bishops’  Appeal  for  Korea,  $11,940.01 — (no 
comparison). 

NOTICE  REGARDING  INSTITUTIONAL 
IMPOSTERS 

It  has  recently  been  brought,  to  the  attention 
of  some  of  the  ministers  of  the  Monroe  District 
of  a  group  or  groups  of  young  men,  some  teen¬ 
agers,  fleecing  the  rural  areas  and  towns  with 
magazine  subscriptions.  Some,  of  the  salesmen 
are  reliable,  with  legitimate  papers  and  legiti¬ 
mate  certificates,  but  others  are  selling  under 
false  pretenses. 

One  came  to  a  north  Louisiana  town  recently 
and  made  the  mistake  of  contacting  a  Baptist 
lady  first,  who  called  a  Methodist  pastor  and 
asked  if  the  Methodist  orphanage  sent  out  young 
men  to  sell  magazines.  This  pastor  called  Dr. 
White  who  suggested  local  authorities  be  con¬ 
tacted,  but  they  could  not  touch  him,  by  his  say¬ 
ing  he  was  not  from  the  Louisiana  Children’s 
Home,  and  was  not  selling  them  under  that  name, 
but  was  from  the  home  in  Jackson,  Miss.  He  was 
not  selling  magazines  as  a  representative  from 
the  home.  That  was  where  he  had  lived  for  the 
past  eight  years  and  wps  now  just  out  on  his 
own. 

Others  have  come  to  Epps,  Mer  Rouge, 
Pioneer,  Oak  Grove,  Ferriday,  Oak  Ridge  and 
other  cities  with  all  kind  of  representatives. 
They  represent  themselves  as  ministerial  stu¬ 
dents  or  representatives  of  the  Orphanage.  The 
Monroe  District  has  unanimously  agreed  that 
this  matter  should  be  called  to  the  public’s  at¬ 
tention  with  the  information  that  there  is  no 
such  policy  and  that  local  authorities  should  be 
immediately  contacted  to  send  them  on  their 
way.  There  seems  to  be  no  law  that  can  prose¬ 
cute  them — just  ask  them  to  leave  town. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


OPENING  OF  NEW  MORNINGSIDE 
PARSONAGE 


Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

CURRENT  PRAYER  VIGIL 
DATES 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p-  m.  on  the  first  date  and 
closes  at  6:00  p.  m.  the  seconl  date.) 

Feb.  21-22 — l.Concord  -  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  C.  K.  Brooks;  2.  Clinton-Clear 
Creek,  Geoage  W.  Harkins. 

Feb.  22-23  —  Crowville  -  Baskin, 
Samuel  B.  Dampier. 

Feb.  23-24  —  Cotton  Valley,  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Shaw. 

Feb.  24-25 — Downsville,  I.  A.  Pat¬ 
ton. 

Feb.  25-26  —  Doyline  -  McIntyre, 
Byrl  Moreland,  Jr. 

Feb.  26-27  —  Dubach  -  Harmony 
Chapel,  Troy  Garrett. 

Feb.  27-28 — Eros-Antioch,  Leon  T. 
Marsalis. 

Feb.  28-29—1.  Gibsland,  Joe  H. 
Robinson;  2.  Clear  Creek-Pleasant 
Grove,  Dell  S.  Durand,  Jr. 

Feb.  29-March  1  —  1.  Belah-Eden, 
A.  N.  Baum;  2.  Welsh,  Jack  Cooke. 

March  1-2  —  Collinston,  Fred  A. 
Mead. 

March  2-3  —  Mangham,  C.  Ed 
Henkel. 

What  thrilling  reports  continue  to 
come  in  concerning  the  Louisiana 
Conference  1956  Prayer  Vigil!  “We 
had  a  wonderful  Prayer  Vigil  in 
our  church,”  write  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flow- 


An  open  house  and  kitchen  show¬ 
er  were  sponsored  at  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette  on 
January  24  by  the  women  of  the 
church  in  order  that  friends  might 
visit  the  new  building.  It  also  serv¬ 
ed  as  a  means  of  furnishing  dishes 
and  utensilS'for  the  kitchen. 

The  church  was  decorated  with 
salmon  gladioli,  wooden  spoons  and 
forks  and  rolled  dish  towels,  and 
two  camelia  trees  made  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church.  Camelias  also 
decorated  the  coffee  table  and  the 
Punch  table..  The  coffee  table  was 


Formal  Opening  Of 
Northside  Church 

The  Northside  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Charles  held  its  formal 
opening  service  at  3:00  p.  m.  Sun¬ 
day,  January  29,  in  the  new  build¬ 
ing,  while  not  yet  completed,  was 
far  enough  advanced  so  that  serv¬ 
ices  could  be  held. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Taylor  Wall,  di¬ 
rected  a  worship  service  and  Rev. 
Carl  F.  Lueg,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
preached.  Open  house  was  held  fol¬ 
lowing  the  service. 

Northside  Church  was  organized 
last  year  after  much  planning  by  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District. 

The  pastor  reported  that  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  now  able  to  worship  in 
its  own  sanctuary  because  of  gifts 
from  other  Methodists  throughout 
the  state,  from  friends  of  the  church, 
and  through  the  labor  of  the  mem¬ 
bers. 


ers  of  Mangum  Memorial  Church, 
Shreveport,  which  also  participated 
in  the  church  -  wide  1955  Prayer 
Chain.  Continuing  Mr.  Flowers  says: 
“More  than  200  signed  up  and  many 
more  than  that  really  participated.” 
— W.  D.  Boddie,  chairman,  Board  of 
Evangelism 


overlaid  with  a  lace  cloth  and  con¬ 
tained  a  silver  service.  The  punch 
table  was  covered  with  a  cutwork 
cloth  and  crystal  appointments. 

Approximately  50  women  assisted 
with  the  open  house  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  chairmen  of  the  commit¬ 
tees:  General  chairman,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Reber;  refreshment  chairman,  Mrs. 
Ben  Falconer;  flower  chairman,  Mrs. 
Louie  Yammarino;  guest  book  chair¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Bob  Kocurek;  gift  se¬ 
lection  and  receiving  chairman,  Mrs. 
R.  R.  Branton;  invitation  chairman, 
Mrs.  Louie  Yammarino;  publicity 


The  new  parsonage  for  the  Morn- 
ingside  Church  of  Shreveport  was 
formally  opened  on  Sunday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  when  a  consecration  serv¬ 
ice  was  held  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Dr.  B.  C.,  Taylor,  district 


MARKSVILLE  METHODIST 
MEN  RECEIVE  CHARTER 

The  Marksville  Methodist  Men  ob¬ 
served  Charter  Night  in  a  supper 
meeting  at  the  Marksville  Methodist 
Church  Thursday  night,  February 
16.  The  charter  was  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activ¬ 
ities  of  the  Methodist  Church  by 
Col.  W.  Dave  Haas  of  Bunkie.  The 
Charter  was  accepted  for  the  club 
by  Dave  Chapman,  president. 

James  N.  Fomby,  Sr.,  District  Lay 
Leader,  Alexandria,  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  speaker  for  the  occasion.  Rev. 
Minns  S.  Robertson,  pastor,  offered 
the  invocation  and  benediction. 

As  a  special  project,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  sponsor  the  showing  of  the 
motion  picture,  Martin  Luther,  at 
the  church  at  an  early  date. 

The  barbecued  chicken  was  pre¬ 
pared  by  Sam  Dauzat  of  Echo.  Dal¬ 
ton  Fincher  was  appointed  to  be  in 
charge  of  the  meal  for  the  next 
meeting,  March  15. — Reporter 


There  are  three  demands  that  man 
makes,  and  to  find  the  answers  to 
these  we  have  to  go  on  beyond  the 
natural  and  into  the  spiritual.  Man 
demands,  first  some  account  of  the 
world  and  of  life  that  is  intelligent. 
Then  there  is  the  demand  of  person¬ 
ality  for  unity  of  everything  in  life. 
And,  third,  the  demand  of  person¬ 
ality  for  redemption.  For  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  these  “thunder”— the 
naturalistic  interpretation —  h  a  s  no 
adequate  answer.  For  answer  man 
has  to  lay  hold  upon  spiritual  forces 
and  agencies. — Bishop  Gerald  Ensley 


chairman,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Nicholson, 
plus  ten  receptionists,  fourteen  on 
the  kitchen  detail,  four  hostesses  at 
large  and  four  organists  who  played 
background  music. 

Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 


superintendent  of  the  Shretieport 
District. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
and  his  family  and  the  Building 
Committee  invited  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  to  the  special 
service  and  an  open  house  between 
the  hours  of  2:30  and  4:30  p.  m. 
During  the  afternoon  approximately 
200  people  were  shown  through  the 
house.  Committees,  who  had  taken 
the  lead  in  the  various  phases  of 
planning  and  construction,  assisted 
by  rotating  in  the  receiving  line  with 
the  pastor  and  his  wife.  Women  from 
the  six  circles  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  were  in 
each  room  to  direct  the  guests 
through  the  house.  Flowers  were  ar¬ 
ranged  in  each  room  by  members  of 
the  circles.  Refreshments  were  pre¬ 
pared  by  members  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  and  served  by  young 
women  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship.  Plans  for  the  open  house 
were  made  by  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Parsonage  Committee: 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Rembert,  Mrs.  M.  .B 
Evans  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Witte. 

Also  present  for  the  consecration 
service  in  addition  to  members  of 
the  church  were  Mrs.  Martin,  Mrs. 
Taylor,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Wil¬ 
liams  of  Nashville,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
K.  Mason,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  Kennedy 
of  a  local  Baptist  Church,  Judge  and 
Mrs.  R.  L.  O’Neal  and  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
P.  M.  Caraway  of  Pineville. 

W.  C.  Cudd  sang  “Bless  This 
House,”  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Cara¬ 
way.  Following  introductions  by  the 
pastor,  Dr.  Taylor  spoke  briefly  and 
then  presented  Bishop  Martin,  who 
spoke  and  led  in  the  prayer  of  deli- 
cation. 

The  new  brick  building  is  located 
on  a  100  foot  lot  and  contains  1700 
square  feet  of  floor  space  in  the 
living  area.  In  addition  it  has  a 
front  porch,  carport  and  utility  room. 
Included  in  the  house  is  a  living¬ 
dining  area,  study,  three  bedrooms, 
two  baths,  kitchen-breakfast  area, 
and  large  closets  and  storage  space. 

The  Building  Committee  consisted 
of  D.  B.  Chandler,  chairman,  J.  F. 
Herring,  builder,  S.  W.  Brown,  L. 
B.  Fargerson,  T.  A.  Harrell,  F.  T. 
Jamieson,  Jr.,  L.  E.  Kneipp,  P.  O. 
McLaughlin  and  W.  H.  Pipes. 


Open  House  At  Asbury  Church 


Left  to  right,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber,  general  chairman;  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Hudson,  pastor;  Miss  M.  L.  Nicholson,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Kocurek,  Mrs.  Robert 
Nicholson  and  Mrs.  Nat  Whittington. 


CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN— 
LOUISIANA 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  NO.  3_ 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDIA  DISTRICT— Total  1149** 

..  Not 

Charge  and  Pastor  New  Ren.  Due  Total 

Alexandria  First  Church,  J. 

Henry  Bowdon  .  2  104 

fa‘l,  Odell  Simmons  .  2  18 

Melder,  Henry  O.  Pinckard  .  1  19 

Tr°ut,  W.  C.  Mason  .  7  7 

p  BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Total  1402 

oaton  Rouge — Reily  Memorial, 

_  Wm.  E.  Trice  .  17  32  1  50 

Franklinton,  J.  H.  Sewell  .  1  .  _  48** 

FEBRUARY  23,  1956 


63 

2 

3 


St.  Helena,  Calvin  Lapuyade  .  1  3 

Tangipahoa,  A.  L.  Carruth  .  1 

Zachary,  J.  W.  Ailor  .  '  f 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Total  1194** 

Houma  First  Church,  Sam  Nader  8 

Melville,  A.  D.  St.  Amant  .  .. 

New  Iberia,  W.  R.  Wendt  ..  4 

Sulphur,  James  Whitaker  .  2 

r  •„  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Total  1046 

Leesville,  Oakley  Lee  9 

Maplewood,  Lloyd  Williams  . i 

MONROE  DISTRicf— Total  1895** 
Lake  Providence,  T.  M.  Lancaster  1 

Monroe— Memorial,  W.  Ralph  Cain  65  10 

_  ~  .NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Total  1003 

c-  D-  Pinkard  .  1  . 

NEW  ORLEANS— 

Canal  Street,  R.  M.  Bentley  .  5  1 


13 

52** 

22 

71* 

29 

76 

74 

50** 

41 

64** 

215*3 

39*2 

48 


Gentilly,  G.  Eldred  Blakely  .  3 

St.  Bernard,  R.  L.  Clayton  .  2 

St.  Luke’s,  Spencer  W.  Wren  "2  ' 

.  .  RUSTON  DISTRICT— 1 Total  1668**  " 

Gibsland,  Joe  H.  Robinson  1 

Haynesville,  J.  H.  Midyett  1 

_  .  .  ,  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Total  1467 

Barksdale,  James  A.  McLean  4  in 

Mooringsport,  Rupert  D.  Coles .  1 

SHREVEPORT  .  . 


Noel  Memorial,  John  J.  Ras- 

musson  . 

Vivian,  Kenneth  G.  McDowell 


Charge  has  reached  quota. 
**  Charge  has  exceeded  quota, 
*2  Charge  has  doubled  quota. 
*3  Charge  has  trebled  quota. 


108** 

24 

14 

82*2 

126** 

23** 

29** 


161 

42 
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7&  CHILDREN 

ANNIK  WINHURNB,  Miter 


FROM  NICHOLAS  TO  BETTY 


HIS  blue  sweater,”  Betty 
was  telling  her  cousin  Ann, 
“is  my  lamb’s  last  year’s 
coat.  He  gave  it  to  me  and 
got  himself  a  new  one.” 

“Why,  Betty  Blake!”  Ann  ex¬ 
claimed.  “That’s  a  new  sweater,  and 
your  mother  made  it.  I  saw  her 
knitting  if.” 

Betty  laughed.  “Of  course  it’s  a 
new  sweater,  but  it’s  an  old  coat, 
too.  It’s  an  old  coat  that  belonged 
to  Nicholas,  my  lamb.” 

Ann  shook  her  head  disapproving¬ 
ly.  “That’s  a  fairy  story,  Betty,”  she 
said,  “and  it  isn’t  fair  to  tell  things 
like  that  unless  you  say  to  begin 
with  that  I  mustn’t  believe  it.” 

“But  it  isn’t  a  fairy  story,”  Betty 
declared.  “It’s  as  true  as  anything.” 

It  was  a  true  story. 

Betty’s  father  gave  her  the  pet 
lamb  when  she  was  seven. 

“You  must  take  good  care  of  him, 
Betty,  and  when  he  is  grown  you 
may  have  his  old  coat,”  he  said. 

Betty  laughed.  “Oh,  I’ll  take  good 
care  of  him!  I’d  like  to  take  care 
of  him,  but  what  would  I  want  wuth 
his  old  coat?” 

“You  could  wear  it.” 

Betty  looked  down  at  the  tiny 
lamb.  “It  wouldn’t  be  large  enough,” 
she  said. 

“Let’s  wait  a  year  and  see,”  her 
father  advised. 

Betty  named  the  lamb  Nicholas. 
When  he  was  quite  young,  she  fed 
him  warm  milk  from  a  bottle.  When 
she  had  the  bottle  ready  for  him, 
he  would  come  running  to  meet  her, 
crying,  “Baa,  baa.” 

When  he  was  older,  Nicholas 
learned  to  drink  from  a  pan. 

Betty  was  very  fond  of  Nicholas, 
but  sometimes  she  did  get  tired  of 
getting  his  meals  ready  for  him  and 
sunning  milk  pans. 

One  morning  she  was  busy  sew¬ 
ing  for  her  doll,  Elizabeth  Ann.  She 
was  so  busy  that  she  didn’t  give 
Nicholas  his  breakfast. 

Nicholas  came  to  her  as  she  sat 
under  the  mulberry  tree.  “Baa,”  he 
cried,  like  a  hungry  baby. 

“What  do  you  want?”  Betty  asked 
— as  if  she  didn’t  know. 

“Baa,”  Nicholas  pleaded,  putting 
his  little  black  nose  against  her 
neck. 

“Run  along  and  play,”  Betty  said. 
“I’m  busy  this  morning — very  busy. 
I’m  making  my  little  girl  a  dress. 
If  you  don’t  go  away  you’ll  get  my 
sewing  all  dirty.” 


“Baa!  Baa!” 

After  a  little,  Betty’s  mother  came 
to  the  door.  “I  think  Nicholas  is 
hungry,  dear,”  she  said.  “Isn’t  he 
saying,  ‘How  would  you  feel  if  no 
one  gave  you  any  breakfast?’  ”  , 

“I  don’t  know  how  I  would  feel,” 
Betty  replied  as  she  laid  down  her 
sewing.  “I  don’t  know,  and  I  don’t 
want  Nicholas  to  know.” 

“I’ll  get  your  breakfast  for  you 
right  away,”  she  added  to  Nicholas. 

“Baa,  baa,”  Nicholas  cried,  and 
Betty  was  sure  he  was  telling  her 
how  glad  he  was. 

All  through  the  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer,  Betty  took  care  of  Nicholas; 
and  he  grew  and  grew.  When  it  was 
fall,  her  father  said  that  Nicholas 
was  old  enough  to  live  on  grass  and 
grain  and  that  he  could  go  to  the 
pasture  with  the  other  sheep. 

Nicholas  didn’t  like  the  other 
sheep  very  well  at  first.  Instead  of 
following  them,  he  would  stay  in 
the  corner  of  the  pasture  nearest 
the  house  and  cry  “Baa”  every  time 
he  saw  Betty  playing  in  the  yard. 

“He’s  saying  he  doesn’t  like  the 
pasture,”  Betty  told  her  father.  “I 
think  poor  Nicholas  is  homesick.” 

“He  is  homesick,”  her  father  said, 
“but  he  must  stay  in  the  pasture. 
When  he  has  been  there  for  a  week 
or  so  he.  will  like  it.” 

After  a  few  days,  Nicholas  stopped 
crying  and  began  to  graze  with  the 
other  sheep.  Betty  knew  then  that 
he  was  happy  in  the  pasture. 

When  it  was  spring  again,  a  man 
came  to  shear  the  sheep. 

“Will  it  hurt  Nicholas  when  the 
man  shears  him?”  Betty  wondered. 

“Does  it  hurt  when  I  cut  your 
hair?”  her  mother  asked. 

Betty  shook  her  head.  “Not  one 
bit.” 

“That  is  how  much  Nicholas  will 
be  hurt — not  one  bit,”  Betty’s  moth¬ 
er  replied. 

Betty’s  father  had  Nicholas’  fleece 
put  into  a  bag  by  itself. 

“This  is  for  Betty,”  he  said.  “This 
is  for  Betty  from  Nicholas,  for  tak¬ 
ing  such  good  care  of  him.” 

“What  can  I  do  with  it?”  Betty 
asked. 

“Mother  can  make  you  a  sweater 
from  it,”  her  father  said. 

The  wool  was  sent  away  to  be 
spun  into  yarn.  Then  Betty’s  mother 
dyed  the  yarn  blue  and  knitted  it 
into  a  sweater  for  Betty. 

This  is  the  true  story  Betty  told 
Ann. — Apples  of  Gold 


OUR  THANKS 


We  thank  Thee,  Father,  for  winter  days, 
For  rain  and  snow  and  glistening  ways. 

For  birds  that  sing  of  springtime  near, 

For  sun  that  makes  the  buds  appear. 

We  give  Thee  thanks  for  all  these  things 
And  for  the  joy  that  each  one  brings. 

— A.E.W. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Father  (to  his  son’s  teacher): 
“How  is  Bobby  doing  in  his  history? 
I  was  never  any  good  at  it.” 

Teacher:  “History  is  repeating  it¬ 
self,  sir.” 

*  *  * 

They  were  both  writing  letters, 
but  suddenly  the  husband  stopped 
and  looked  worried. 

“What’s  the  matter,  dear?”  asked 
his  wife. 

“Why,  er — I  had  it  on  the  tip  of 
my  tongue  and  now  it’s  gone.” 

“Never  mind,”  she  said,  “just 
think  hard,  and  it’s  bound  to  come 
back.” 

“Thinking  won’t  bring  this  back. 
It  was  a  three-cent  stamp!” 

*  *  * 

Two  farmers  were  always  trying 
to  outdo  each  other  regarding  crops. 
One  morning  the  first  farmer  said 
to  his  boy:  “Go  over  to  Smith’s  and 
borrow  his  crosscut  saw  for  me.  Tell 
him  I  want  to  cut  up  a  pumpkin.” 

On  returning  the  boy  said:  “Smith 
said  he  couldn’t  possibly  let  you 
have  the  saw  until  this  afternoon. 
He’s  only  halfway  through  a  pota¬ 
to.” 


A  soldier  was  having  refreshments 
at  one  of  the  army  canteens  when  a 
chum  came  up. 

“Hullo,  Tom,”  he  said.  “What  have 
you  got  there,  tea  nr  coffee?” 

Tom  shook  his  head  sadly.  “They 
didn’t  say,”  he  replied.. 

*  *  * 

“Do  you  suggest  he’s  a  thief?” 
asked  the  attorney. 

“I  wouldn’t  say  he’s  a.  thief,  suh,” 
said  the  witness.  “But  if  I  was  a 
chicken,  I’d  sure  roost  high.” 

*  *  * 

“My  boy,”  said  the  boss,  “do  you 
believe  in  life  after  death?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Then  that  makes  everything  just 
fine,”  the  boss  went  on  tenderly. 
“About  an  hour  after  you  left  yes¬ 
terday  to  bury  your  grandfather,  he 
came  in  to  see  you.” — Man’s  Shop, 
hm,  House  of  Ensign  (S.  Africa) 

*  *  * 

Daffy  conversation  at  a  local  su¬ 
permarket: 

“I  notice  this  loaf  or  rye  bread 
is  20  cents  and  some  others  are 
23  cents,”  said  a  customer.  “What’s 
the  difference?” 

“Well,”  said  the  clerk,  after  a 
pause,  “the  23  cent  loaf  costs  more.” 
— E.  E.  Kenyon,  American  Wkly. 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Greenbrier  society  met  Feb¬ 
ruary  7  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  P.  B. 
Mathews  with  12  members  present. 
“The  Woman  and  the  Worker”  was 
led  by  Miss  Lorene  Crump;  scripture 
by  Alma  Glover,  and  a  play  by 
Flora  Glover,  Mrs.  McCoul  and  Mrs. 
Fern  Branan. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over 
by  Lucille  Lieblong,  president.  The 
hostess  served  refreshments. — Mrs. 
Doyle  Branan 


The  newly  organized  Pine  Grove 
society  met  in  the  parsonage  Feb¬ 
ruary  6  with  Mrs.  Cagle  as  hostess. 
Mrs.  Louise  Dunn  gave  the  devo¬ 
tional,  and  the  program  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Cagle,  Mrs.  Ray  Ward,  Mrs. 
Mary  Smith,  Mrs.  Neal  Lee  and  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Tuggle. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Wren,  Sr.,  presided 
over  the  business,  and  it  was  unan¬ 
imously  approved  to  send  Mrs.  Wren 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Society.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  purchase  carpeting  for 
a  church  runner. 

Refreshments  were  served;  the 
next  meeting  will  be  March  5  with 
Mrs.  Wren. 


The  Society  of  Central  church, 
Fayettevillle,  began  the  study  of 
“Introduction  to  the  Five  Spiritual 
Classics”,  on  January  30  with  Mrs. 
F.  F.  Nonnamaker  in  charge. 

Mrs.  Darrell  Spriggs  prepared  a 
worship  center  with  a  candle  and  a 
display  of  the  five  books. 

The  devotional  was  a  playlet  by 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Bent;  those  taking  part 
were  Mrs.  D.  N.  Misenheimer,  Mrs. 
Bent,  Mrs.  Spriggs,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Mur¬ 
phy,  and  Mrs.  Nonnamaker.  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Adair  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Chamler 
were  readers  and  Mrs.  Don  King 
soloist. 

Mrs.  Misenheimer  discussed  the 
“Confessions  of  St.  Augustine”.  — 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Duskin 


The  study  on  Indian  Americans 
has  been  completed  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Zachary,  which  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs,  Calhoun  Fluker.  The 
four  sessions  were  held  in  the  homes 
of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Annison,  Sr.,  Mrs.  F. 
M.  Lovett,  Mrs.  R.  O.  McCraine  and 
Mrs.  Fluker.  This  is  the  second  study 
to  be  completed  since  September; 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Jacobs  conducted  the 
first. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  ANNOUNCED 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  will  be  at 
Paragould,  beginning  Tuesday,  Mar. 
20,  and  closing  at  noon  Thursday, 
March  22. 

Delegates  will  be  the  president  or 
her  alternate  and  one  other  woman, 
also  of  course  all  district  and  con¬ 
ference  officers. 

The  Program  Committee  is  so 
happy  that  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin 
are  to  be  with  us  this  year.  The 
Bishop  will  speak  on  Tuesday  night 
and  Mrs.  Martin  will  give  the  de¬ 
votional  on  Wednesday  morning. 

Other  speakers  will  include  Dr. 
Margaret  Applegarth,  noted  lecturer 
and  author,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Bass,  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  our  Navajo  Mission 
School  at  Farmington,  New  Mexico. 
— Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Conference 
President 


A  new  kindergarten  building  is 
the  most  recent  addition  to  the 
campus  of  Sukuoka  Jo  Gukain  in 
Sukuoka,  Japan.  This  modern  struc¬ 
ture  provides  adequate  space  for 
forty  children  who  are  guided  by 
two  teachers  aftd  one  assistant.  Hap¬ 
py  Hill  Girls’  School  (the  English 
name)  celebrated  its  70th  anniver¬ 
sary  in  1955.  This  institution,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  in  cooperation 
with  the  inter-board  committee  for 
Christian  work  in  Japan,  consists  of 
junior  and  senior  high  schools. 


Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  president  of  the  Louisiana  Confer enc 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  will  be  the  presiding  officer  for  th 
one  day  session  which  will  be  held  March  2  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport. 

Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Wichita,  Kansas,  will  be  in 
Quiet  Hour;  she  is  the  wife  of  Bishop  Dawson  who  was 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  when  elected  Bis 


FEBRUARY  23,  1956 


MRS.  DANA  DAWSON 


MRS.  C.  I.  JONES 


Speakers  For  Louisiana  Conference 


Louisiana  Guild  To 

The  Fifth  Annual  Spring  meeting 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  will  be  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  March  3  and  4.  Mrs.  Minza 
Rabun,  Conference  Secretary,  will 
preside  at  the  meeting,  and  special 
guests  will  be  Miss  Gertie  Stiles,  Ft. 
Smith,  Jurisdiction  Guild  Secretary 
and  Mrs.  Harold  Soulen,  Kansas, 
Jurisdiction  Vice-President.  Regis¬ 
tration  will  begin  at  10:00  a.  m., 
Saturday,  March  3  at  the  Captain 
Shreve  Hotel  Lobby.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  Executive  Committee  will  meet 
at  10:30  at  the  hotel.  The  opening 
session  will  be  at  the  church  at  2 
p.m. 

Although  each  conference  is  al¬ 
lowed  only  six  delegates,  any  wom¬ 
an  is  privileged  to  attend  as  a  vis¬ 
itor.  The  New  Orleans  district  is 
taking  advantage  of  the  meeting 
this  year  being  in  Louisiana,  and 
each  society  in  the  district  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  send  one  visitor. 

The  meeting  of  the  conference  so¬ 
ciety,  which  will  follow  the  juris¬ 
diction,  is  of  course  open  to  visitors, 
and  each  society  has  a  delegate  to 
this  meeting. 

The  conference  guild  will  meet  on 


Meet  In  Shreveport 


MISS  GERTIE  STILES 


March  3,  4,  and  the  guilds  of  the 
New  Orleans  district  are  planning 
to  have  full  representation  at  this 
meeting. 


PROGRAM 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  3,  1956 
2:00  p.m.  Convening  of  Meeting 

Welcome  . Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  host  pastor 

Worship  . Mrs.  Ellie  Earl  Sheppard,  Shreveport  District 

Business 

Report-of  Conference  Secretary 

Address  . Miss  Gertie  Stiles 

4:15  p.m.  Tea  (Business  Girls’  Inn,  814  Cotton  Street) 

Hostesses,  Shreveport  District  Guilds 
6:45  p.m.  Fellowship  Dinner  (Baird  Hall,  First  Methodist  Church) 

Miss  Arline  Tyler,  Shreveport  District  Secretary,  presiding 

EVENING  SESSION — Sanctuary,  First  Methodist  Church 
8:15  p.m.  Communion  Service,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  in  charge 

Call  to  Worship . Mrs.  Minza  Rabun 

Special  Music 

Address  . Mrs.  Harold  Soulen 

Pledge  Service 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  4,  1956 

7:30  a.m.  Breakfast  (Garden  Room,  Captain  Shreve  Hotel) 

Miss  Helen  Adams,  pi'esiding 

8:45  a.m.  Morning  Session  (Lake  Room,  Captain  Shreve  Hotel) 

Panel  Discussion  . Miss  Grace  Lawson,  Moderator 

10:00  a.m.  Order  of  Business 

10:50  a.m.  Church  Service  (First  Methodist  Church) 

12:15  p.m.  Lunch  (Baird  Hall,  First  Methodist  Church) 

—Courtesy  Shreveport  District  Guilds 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 
GUILDS  MEET 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  of 
Camden  District  met  at  Fairview 
church,  Camden  on  February  12 
with  Mrs.  Edwin  McKenzie,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  hostess  guild,  welcoming 
the  group.  Mrs.  Homer  Anderson 
gave  the  devotional  and  special 
music  was  given  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Teague,  and  Mrs.  Keith  Parker. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Morgan,  district 
guild  secretary,  presided  over  the 
business. 

Mrs.  C.  Z.  Couch,  district  treas¬ 
urer,  was  a  visitor,  and  made  a  brief 
talk,  and  said  that  she  had  reports 
from  all  of  the  ten  guilds  in  the 
district.  The  district  voted  to  in¬ 
crease  its  pledge  5%. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Smith,  chairman  of 


the  nominating  committee,  present¬ 
ed  the  names  of  Miss  Eunice  Can¬ 
non,  Magnolia,  for  district  secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Green  Mize,  Magnolia,  for 
associate  district  secretary.  They 
were  elected  for  two  years. 

At  roll  call  of  guilds  it  was  found 
that  six  guilds  were  represented 
with  a  total  of  51  members  attend¬ 
ing.  Guilds  present  were:  Camden, 
El  Dorado,  Fairview,  Magnolia, 
Smackover,  and  Vantrease  Memori¬ 
al. 

Mrs.  Morgan  introduced  the  guest 
speaker,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole,  conference 
secretary  of  promotion,  who  spoke 
on  Prayer. 

A  fellowship  hour  followed  the 
program,  and  the  hostess  guild,  not 
yet  a  year  old,  served  refreshments. 
— Ruth  Womble 
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Christian  Education 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


PRE-EASTER  EVANGELISM  EMPHASIS 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 
VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  INSTITUTES 

Vacation  Church  School  Institutes 
are  scheduled  for  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  as  follows: 

March  13  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden. 

March  15,  Grace  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston. 

The  hours  will  be  10:00  a.  m.  til 
2-15  p  .m.  The  theme  for  age  group 
studies  for  1956  is  “The  Bible.” 

Leaders  for  age  groups  represent¬ 
ing  Vacation  Church  Schools  are: 
Kindergarten,  Mrs.  Donald  Lindsey; 
Primary,  Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniel;  Jun¬ 
ior,  Mrs.  George  Goodwin;  Inter¬ 
mediates,  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Jr.; 
Director  of  Vacation  Church  School, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay. 

On  the  same  dates  Nursey  work¬ 
ers  of  local  churches  are  invited  to 
attend  and  meet  with  a  Nursey 
leader  who  will  present  Nursery 
work.  This  is  not  a  part  of  Vacation 
Church  School,  but  given  in  hopes 
of  rendering  help  to  local  Church 
School  workers  in  Nursery  Depart¬ 
ments  in  the  district. 

Full  information  about  the  In¬ 
stitutes  is  being  mailed  to  pastors 
and  key  children’s  workers  in  the 
churches  of  Ruston  District. — Mrs. 
J.  A.  McDaniel,  Director  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work,  Ruston  District 


BIBLE  CONFERENCE 

The  Department  of  the  Christian 
Education  of  Adults  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  carries  on  an 
extensive  nationwide  program  of 
Bible  conferences. 

“The  purpose  of  these  conferences 
is  to  provide  an  intelligent  and  in¬ 
spirational  interpretation  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  that  will  contribute  to  a  better 
understanding  of  its  origin,  develop¬ 
ment,  and  relevance  for  life  today,” 
it  was  said  by  Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy, 
director  of  the  department. 

Dr.  Rippy  stated  that  Bible  study 
for  adults  need  not  be  limited  to 
Sunday  sessions  of  the  church 
school.  Special  opportunities  for  Bi¬ 
ble  study  are  offered  by  the  church, 
and  foremost  of  these  are  the  Bible 
conferences  at  which  nationally 
known  teachers  of  Bible  from  semi¬ 
naries  and  colleges  give  interpreta¬ 
tive  lectures.  / 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Cox  of  the 
Adult  Department  staff  has  respon¬ 
sibility  for  promoting  Bible  confer¬ 
ences.  This  he  does  in  co-operation 
with  the  executive  secretaries  of  the 
conference  boards  of  education. 

Frequently  supplementing  the 
lectures  at  the  Bible  conferences  is 
the  use  of  the  Adult  Bible  Course, 
one  of  the  undated  units,  or  some 
other  section  of  the  adult  curricu¬ 
lum.  In  this  way  adults  can  com¬ 
prehend  some  of  the  wonderful  pos¬ 
sibilities  in  Bible  study  and  thus  be 
able  to  see  new  meaning  in  the 
Scriptures. 

Aside  from  the  lectures,  the  usual 
procedure  at  a  Bible  conference  is 
to  divide  the  conference  into  small 
interest  groups,  each  having  a 
“group  work  leader.”  The  function 
of  the  group  leader  is  to  help  those 
leaders  of  adult  groups  in  local 
churches  to  use  the  Bible  more  ef¬ 
fectively  in  their  work.  The  De- 


FIRST  CHURCH 
LAKE  CHARLES  LEADS 
IN  RALLY  DAY  OFFERING 

A  total  of  $486.69  was  sent  to  the 
Conference  treasurer  on  the  Church 
School-Rally  Day  offering  during 
January.  This  amount  came  from  15 
churches  in  six  districts. 

First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  sent 
in  $222.68  —  the  largest  amount. 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  sent  in 
$100.00.  DeRidder  sent  in  $54.00. 
And  among  the  smaller  churches, 
Belcher  was  outstanding  with  $10.00. 
This  report  covers  only  amounts 
sent  in  during  the  month  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  it  is  the  monthly  report  of 
Rev.  J.  E.  Hearn,  Conference  treas¬ 


urer. 

Alexandria  District: 

Jena  . $20.00 

Oak  Grove  .  20.00 

Pineville  . 25.00 


$65.00 

Baton  Rouge  District: 

Jackson  . $  2.00 


$2.00 

Lake  Charles  District: 

DeRidder  (First  Church)  . $54.00 

Kinder  .  5.00 

Lake  Charles  (First  Ch.) . 222.68 


$281.68 

Monroe  District: 

Delhi  . $  3.18 

Southside  . 50 


$  3.68 

Ruston  District: 

Farmerville  . $  .83 

Trinity,  Ruston  . 100.00 


$100.83 

Shreveport  District: 

Belcher  . $10.00 

Many  . /  5.00 

Shreveport  (First  Ch.)  .  8.50 

Summer  Grove  .  10.00 


$33.50 

— Methodist  Board  of  Education 
Bentley  Sloane,  Executive  Sec. 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


British  Methodist  Report 
Slight  Membership  Loss 

London  (RNS) — Membership  in 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Great 
Britain  decreased  by  338  in  1955  to 
a  total  of  744,321,  it  was  announced 
here. 

The  denomination  actually  gained 
about  28,000  new  members  during 
the  year  but  this  was  slightly  more 
than  offset  by  deaths  and  withdraw¬ 
als. 

Greatest  loss  in  1955  was  in  the 
denomination’s  three  Welsh-speak¬ 
ing  districts  where  a  net  decrease 
of  511  members  was  reported. 

Concern  over  this  loss  has  led  to 
the  appointment  of  a  special  com¬ 
mission  to  discuss  the  problems  of 
Welsh  Methodism. 


partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults  has  provided  guidance  mate¬ 
rial  for  these  group  leaders. 

Further  information  about  Bible 
conferences  may  be  had  from  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Adults,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 


One  of  the  churchwide  emphases 
that  is  now  receiving  special  pro¬ 
motion  by  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  is  the  pre-Easter  evangelism 
emphasis  in  the  church  schools. 

Church  school  superintendents 
and  teachers,  especially,  are  urged 
by  the  division’s  Department  of 
General  Church  School  Work  to 
try  to  win  for  Christ  and  church 
membership  every  pupil  who  is  old 
enough  to  make  the  decision  and 
who  has  not  already  done  so. 

In  1955  the  number  of  church 
school  members  joining  the  church 
on  profession  of  faith  totaled  more 
than  200,000. 

To  stimulate  increased  effort  on 
the  part  of  church  school  workers, 
the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  department  staff,  calls  at¬ 
tention  to  some  of  the  large  per¬ 
centages  of  gain  in  church  school 
members  joining  the  church  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  reported  by  annual 
conferences  during  the  past  year. 
These  are: 

West  Texas,  79.2%;  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  Provisional,  78.9%;  North  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  53.6%;  Central  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  42.1%;  Hawaii,  33.3%;  Ala¬ 
bama,  26.3%;  North  Dakota,  24.9%; 
Mississippi  (Central  Juristiction), 
22.5%;  Pacific  Northwest,  21.2; 
Maine,  20.4%;  Mississippi  (South¬ 
western  Jurisdiction),  20.1%. 

A  large  number  of  conferences  re¬ 
ported  gains  of  between  10  and  20 
per  cent,  it  was  said. 

The  two  conferences  reporting  the 
largest  percentages  of  gain  are  two 
of  the  church’s  smaller  conferences. 
The '  total  church  school  member¬ 
ship  of  the  WesPTexas  Conference 
(Central  Jurisdiction)  is  7,649,  and 
of  this  membership  285  joined  the 
church  in  1955  on  profession  of  faith. 
The  church  schools  of  the  Latin 
American  Provisional  Conference 
have  3307  members,  and  of  these 
102  joined  the  church  on  profession 
of  faith  during  the  year.  North  Mis- 


LEADERSHIP  EDUCATION 
STATISTICS 

During  the  past  year  139,835 
Methodist  church  school  workers  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Christian  Workers’  and 
laboratory  schools  accredited  by  the 
Leadership  Education  Department 
of  the  General  Board  of  Education. 

There  is  no  stadium  in  this  coun¬ 
try  that  would  hold  all  these  folks. 
The  largest — Memorial  Coliseum  at 
Los  Angeles  and  the  Municipal 
Stadium  at  Philadelphia4-each  has 
a  capacity  of  105,000. 

The  enrollment  for  1955  in  the 
Christian  Workers’  and  laboratory 
schools  showed  an  increase  of  5852 
over  the  year  before.  There  was  a 
net  increase  during  the  quadren- 
nium  of  30,818.  The  largest  increase 
for  any  one  year  was  18,151  in  1954. 

The  courses  completed  totaled  93,- 
338,  a  gain  of  2,975  over  1954.  In 
this  category  the  net  gain  for  the 
four  years  was  21,988. 

The  three  conferences  having  the 
largest  enrollments  in  1955  were: 
Western  North  Carolina,  9,654;  Hol- 
ston,  8,882;  and  South  Carolina  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  7,969. 


sissippi  had  a  total  church  school 
membership  of  51,541,  with  1,642 
joining  the  church  on  profession  of 
faith. 

If  some  of  the  larger  conferences 
had  had  comparable  percentages  of 
gain  as  those  cited  above,  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Methodist  Church 
would  have  increased  beyond  any¬ 
thing  heretofore  known,  Mr.  Gothard 
said. 

The  persons  and  organizations  up¬ 
on  whom  the  increase  in  pupils 
joining  the  church  on  profession  of 
faith  depend  are:  the  pastor,  the 
church  school  superintendent,  the 
director  of  Christian  education  (if 
there  is  one),  the  teachers,  the  com¬ 
mission  on  education,  the  workers’ 
conference. 

The  church  school  superintend¬ 
ents’  Newsletter  for  January  con¬ 
tains  fine  suggestions  for  promoting 
pre-Easter  evangelism  in  our  church 
schools.  This  issue  contains  also  a 
list  of  materials  on  church  school 
evangelism,  available  free  from  the 
Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 


.  CLINICS  FOR 
TEACHERS  OF  ADULTS 

The  Adult  Department  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education  will  be  glad 
to  work  with  conference  directors 
of  adult  work  in  preparing  to  con¬ 
duct  clinics  for  teachers  of  adults. 

The  plan  includes  a  meeting  of 
the  teachers  with  resource  persons 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening. 
On  Sunday  morning  “the  teachers 
teach.”  On  Sunday  afternoon  they 
meet  in  the  clinic,  evaluate,  and 
work  out  plans  for  their  individual 
improvement. 

A  member  of  the  General  Board 
staff  will  meet  with  resource  peo¬ 
ple  in  a  conference  to  help  them 
prepare  themselves  to  conduct  these 
clinics.  However,  the  General  Board 
representative  is  at  liberty  to  come 
only  when  the  weekend  clinics  have 
been  scheduled  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  and  resource  persons  named 
to  direct  them.  This  training  is  giv¬ 
en  in  three  sessions — a  morning,  an 
afternoon,  and  an  evening  session. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation,  conference  directors  of  adult 
work  were  enthusiastic  about  the 
plan  *for  clinics  for  teachers  of 
adults.  A  brochure  giving  details  is 
now  in  process  of  preparation. 

Further  information  about  the 
clinics  may  be  secured  from  Miss 
Doris  P.  Dennison,  Adult  Depart¬ 
ment,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 


Also,  8,731  Methodist  completed 
courses  in  interdenominational  ac¬ 
credited  schools. 

“It  is  the  hope  of  the  Leadership 
Education  Department  that  during 
the  coming  year  at  least  one  ac¬ 
credited  school  will  be  held  in 
each  sub-district  to  supplement  the 
training  carried  on  in  the  local 
churches,”  said  the  Rev.  M.  Earl 
Cunningham,  director  of  the  depart¬ 
ment. 
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Says  Christian  Scholars  Do  Not  Fear 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls 

Cincinnati,  O.  (RNS)— Dr.  Carl  H.  Kraeling,  director  of  the  University 
of  Chicago  s  Oriental  Institute,  said  here  that  Christian  scholars  do  not 
fear,  as  some  writers  have  claimed,  that  discovery  of  the  Dead  Sea  scrolls 
may  weaken  the  foundations  of  Christian  faith.  • 

He  told  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Education  that  scholars  regard  the  scrolls  as  an  important 
discovery  that  “gives  a  clearer  conception  of  the  history  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  text  and  a  clearer  picture  of  the  total  situation  in  which  the  Gosnel 
was  born.  ^ 

•  .  ^r'  1Kraeling  sa^  the  scrolls  “amplify  current  knowledge  of  Jewish 
piety,  religious  thought  and  observance  in  Palestine.” 

“They  show  the  devotion  of  most 
deeply  pious  groups  and  individuals 
to  the  religious  heritage  of  Israel’s 
past,”  he  said.  “The  intensive  efforts 
made  to  formulate  the  chief  ele¬ 
ments  of  that  heritage,  and  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  belief  that  God  would 
in  the  immediate  future  fulfill  His 
promises  to  His  people  and  estab¬ 
lish  His  sovereignty  on  earth 
through  agents  of  His  choosing.” 

The  scrolls  indicate,  the  Chicago 
scholar  said,  that  both  Jesus  and 
John  the  Baptist  may  have  been  in  ’ 
personal  contact  with  the  Essene 
sect  at  some  time. 

Dr.  Kraeling  said  scholars  are 
sure  that  Jesus  was  “not  just  anoth¬ 
er  Essene  and  Christianity  is  not 
just  a  variant  of  the  Essene  move¬ 
ment  as  some  authorities  first  spec¬ 
ulated.” 

He  warned  that  scholars  cannot 
afford  to  ignore  the  facts  brought 
to  light  in  the  scrolls,  particularly 
as  they  affect  understanding  of  the 
beginnings  of  Christianity  and  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  New  Testament. 


Deadline  For 
Withdrawing  Social 
Security  Applications 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— 
Clergymen  wishing  to  withdraw 
applications  filed  earlier  for  so¬ 
cial  security  coverage  must  do  so 
before  April  16,  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  issued  here. 

The  withdrawal,  it  said,  must 
be  made  in  the  form  of  a  written 
notice  filed  with  the  district  di¬ 
rector  with  whom  the  clergyman 
had  filed  the  application  for  cov¬ 
erage  (Waiver  Certificate — Form 
2031). 

“If  such  written  notice  is  not 
filed  within  the  time  specified, ” 
the  statement  added,  “the  elec¬ 
tion  on  Form  2031  becomes  ef¬ 
fective  and  is,  thereafter,  ir¬ 
revocable.” 


Protestants  Organize 
39  New  Credit  Unions 

Madison,  Wis.  (RNS) — Members 
of  Protestant  congregations  in  North 
and  South  America  organized  39 
new  credit  unions  last  year,  the 
Credit  Union  National  Association 
reported  here. 

This  brought  to  234  the  total  of 
credit  unions  in  Protestant  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  two  continents,  the 
report  said. 

Altogether,  1,813  new  credit 
unions  were  established  by  various 
groups  during  1955,  it  said,  bring¬ 
ing  the  number  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  to  more  than  21,000 
with  some  10,000,000  members. 

Credit  unions  are  owned  and 
operated  under  state  or  federal 
charter  by  members^ having  a  com¬ 
mon  bond — such  as  religious  affili¬ 
ation  or  community  residence — who 
pool  their  savings  and  lend  to  each 
other  at  low  interest  rates.  The  na¬ 
tional  association  services  and  pro¬ 
motes  the  establishment  of  new  in¬ 
dividual  credit  unions. 

Among  the  most  active  Protestant 
leaders  in  the  credit  union  move¬ 
ment  are  the  Rev.  James  P.  Clay- 
pool,  director  of  Church  World 
Service  in  Korea,  who  recently  had 
credit  union  material  translated  in¬ 
to  the  Korean  language;  and  the 
Rev.  Allen  Huber,  former  mission¬ 
ary  in  the  Philippines  who  now 
heads  a  credit  union  in  his  congre¬ 
gation  in  Ohio. 


Methodists  to  Conduct 
Alaska  Evangelism 
Crusade 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)— Eigh¬ 
teen  Methodist  ministers  from 
various  parts  of  the  United  States 
will  conduct  an  eight-day  Visita¬ 
tion  Evangelism  Crusade  in  Alas¬ 
ka  Feb.  26-Mar.  4. 

The  campaign  is  a  joint  project 
of  the  Methodist  Boards  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  and  National  Missions.  It 
will  be  under  the  general  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Rev.  Fred  McGinnis 
of  Anchorage,  superintendent  of 
Methodist  missions  in  the  terri¬ 
tory. 

Participating  clergymen  will 
gather  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  Feb.  22 
for  a  briefing  session  and  then 
will  fly  to  Alaska. 

Methodist  evangelism  drives 
have  been  conducted  in  Alaska 
every  two  years  since  1952  with 
a  larger  number  of  ministers  from 
the  U.S.  participating  in  each  suc¬ 
cessive  crusade. 


Penny  On  Tour  Of  Orient 

New  York  (RNS)— J.  C.  Penney, 
80-year-old  founder  and  board 
chairman  of  the  nationwide  depart¬ 
ment-store  chain  bearing  his  name 
and  vice-president  of  the  Laymen’s 
Movement  for  a  Christian  World, 
is  making  a  three-month  tour  to  the 


Lutheran  Pastor  Warns 
Against  Spread  Of 
Communist  'Drab  'Grayness' 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A 
Lutheran  pastor  who  visited  the 
Soviet  Union  warned  here  on  his 
return  that  Communism  will  spread 
its  “drab  grayness”  over  the  earth 
if  the  West  is  indifferent  to  the 
plight  of  the  world’s  unfortunates. 

“By  every  standard  we  in  the 
West  respect,  whether  it  be  freedom, 
beauty  or  simply  human  comfort, 
Communism  is  a  tragic  failure,”  said 
Dr.  Reuben  K.  Youngdahl.  “You 
need  spend  only  a  few  hours  in  the 
Soviet  Union  to  be  sure  of  that.  Yet 
there  remains  the  danger  that  the 
Soviet  rulers  will  succeed  in  spread¬ 
ing  their  godless  way  of  life  over 
the  whole  world.” 

“This  would  come  about  if  the 
West,  and  the  United  States  as  the 
leader  of  the  West,  should  become 
flabby  and  callously  indifferent  to 
the  needs  of  the  less  fortunate  and 
too  self-regarding  to  make  the  sac¬ 
rifices  which  strengthen  demands.” 

Dr.  Youngdahl  is  the  pastor  of 
Mount  Olivet  Lutheran  church  here, 
the  nation’s  largest  Lutheran  con¬ 
gregation. 

Reports  of  a  widespread  turning 
to  religion  in  the  Soviet  Union  are 
erroneous,  he  said. 

Most  of  the  churches  he  saw  in 
Moscow  were  full,  but  this  is  hard¬ 
ly  significant  since  only  57  of  the 
550  churches  that  city  once  had  are 
now  open,  the  pastor  said. 

And  these  57  churches,  he  added, 
must  serve  a  population  which  on 
an  average  day  is  estimated  at  8,- 
000,000,  including  two  million  work¬ 
ers  from  the  suburbs  and  one  mil¬ 
lion  transients. 


January  Church  Building 
Sets  Record  For  Month 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Church 
construction,  which  set  a  record  of 
*736,000,000  in  1955,  got  off  to  a  good 
start  in  January  with  a  total  of 


CROP  Increases  1956  Goal 


Elkhart,  Ind.  (RNS) —  Christian 
Rural  Overseas  Program  (CROP) 
officials  set  $1,200,000  in  commodi¬ 
ties  and  other  gifts  as  the  agency’s 
goal  in  1956. 

The  amount  is  an  increase  of 
$276,000 — or  better  than  25  per  cent 
— over  the  $824,000  in  commodities 
and  cash  contributed  last  year. 

It  was  decided  upon  at  the  10th 
annual  state  directors  conference 
held  at  CROP’S  national  headquar¬ 
ters  here. 

CROP  is  a  project  of  Church 
World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  It 
solicits  and  collects  contributions  of 


Urges  Clergy,  Doctors  Cooperate 
In  Solving  Alcoholism,  Divorce 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS) — Chaplain 
Russell  L.  Dicks  of  Duke  University 
Hospital,  Durham,  N.  C.,  urged 
clergymen  and  physicians  to  work 
together  to  help  solve  alcoholism 
and  divorce,  which  he  termed  “two 
of  the  greatest  problems  in  Amer¬ 
ican  life.” 

Dr.  Dicks  addressed  more  than 
1,000  hospital  administrators  and 
directors  of  welfare  and  health  in¬ 
stitutions  attending  the  annual  con¬ 
vention  here  of  the  American  Prot¬ 
estant  Hospital  Association. 

He  said  that  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  men  and  women  are  “taking 
their  troubles  to  their  doctor  instead 
of  their  pastor. 

“These  troubles  include  problems 
that,  are  basically  emotional  and 
spiritual,”  the  chaplain  added,  urg¬ 
ing  that  medical  and  theological 
schools  give  more  training  to  stu¬ 
dents  for  dealing  with  problems  of 
marriage  and  alcoholism. 

$58,000,000,  the  Departments  of 
Commerce  and  Labor  reported. 

This  was  a  new  high  for  the 
month  of  January,  topping  last 
year’s  figure  by  $3,000,000. 


farm  products  for  feeding  hungry 
refugees  and  victims  of  war  and 
disaster  abroad.  The  agency  also 
solicits  cash  to  finance  the  shipment 
and  distribution  of  these  products 
and  surplus  foods  provided  by  the 
United  States  government. 

Albert  W.  Farmer,  national  di¬ 
rector,  describes  the  1956  goal  as 
realistic,  not  promotional”  and  said 
it  could  be  reached  “if  we  increase 
our  solicitation  efforts  and  our  pub¬ 
licity  contacts.” 

He  said  that  24,127,399  pounds  of 
food  contributed  by  American  farm- 
ers  to  CROP  last  year  were  distrib¬ 
uted  m  25  countries  by  CWS.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  CROP  collected  189  cattle 
30  goats  and  149  hogs,  which  were 
shipped  overseas  by  Heifer  Project 
Inc.,  of  New  Windsor,  Md. 


Orient.  y 

Late  in  March,  *  after  spending 
two  months  in  India  with  Mrs.  Pen¬ 
ney,  he  will  be  joined  at  Tokyo  by 
Weyman  C.  Huckabee  of  New  York, 
secretary  of  the  Laymen’s  Move¬ 
ment.  The  two  will  make  a  speak¬ 
ing  tour  of  Osaka,  Kobe,  Hiroshima, 
Kyoto,  Sappora,  Fukuoka,  Yoko¬ 
hama,  Sendei,  and  Nara. 

Co-sponsors  of  the  Japan  tour 
with  the  Laymen’s  Movement  are  a 
committee  of  representatives  from 
the  National  Christian  Council  of 
Japan,  the  Japanese  Laymen’s 
Christian  Association,  the  Japanese 
YMCA,  the  Rotary  in  Japan,  and  the 
Japanese  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  American  lay  leader  also  will 
go  to  Korea  at  the  invitation  of 
President  Syngman  Rhee.  He  will 
be  guest  of  honor  at  a  state  dinner 
in  Seoul  and  address  three  meet¬ 
ings  of  Korean  business,  education 
and  religious  leaders. 


CWS  Shipped  41,000  Tons  Abroad  Last  Year 


New  York  (RNS)— Church  World 
Service  shipped  more  than  41,000 
tons  of  food,  clothing,  medicines 
and  other  relief  supplies  valued  at 
about  $24,750,000  to  needy  areas 
overseas  last  year. 

Dr.  Wayland  Zwayer,  associate 
director  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  relief  agency,  said  this 
was  two  and  one-half  times  as  much 
as  1054  shipments,  which  amounted 
to  30,648,792  pounds  (15,325  tons). 

Of  the  year’s  totals,  39,000  tons 
valued  at  $22,500,000  went  to  CWS 
programs  supported  cooperatively 
by  its  constituent  denominations 
Another  2,000  tons  valued  at  $2,- 
254,000  were  shipped  for  denomina¬ 
tional  boards  and  other  agencies 
serviced  on  a  compensatory  basis. 

Nearly  90  per  cent  of  the  39,000 
tons  sent  on  the  cooperative  pro¬ 
gram,  Dr.  Zwayer  said,  was  food¬ 
stuffs — mainly  dairy  products  from 
U.S.  surplus  stocks — valued  at  more 


than  $19,000,000. 

Most  of  the  CWS  material  aid 
program  was  made  possible  through 
specific  funds  raised  by  the  Church¬ 
es  (largely  the  “One  Great  Flour  of 
Sharing”  united  appeal),  commodity 
collections  of  the  Christian  Rural 
Overseas  Program  (CROP),  and 
other  contributed  clothing  and  com¬ 
modity  efforts  of  the  denominations. 

Areas  to  which  major  amounts  of 
relief  goods  were  sent  included 
Austria  France,  Germany,  Greece, 
Italy,  Turkey,  Yugoslavia,  Egypt 
Taiwan  (Formosa),  Haiti,  Hong 
Kong,  India,  Indonesia,  Jordan 
Jamaica,  Japan,  Korea,  Lebanon! 
Nigeria,  Okinawa,  the  Philippines, 
Pakistan  and  Vietnam. 

The  principal  factor  contributing 
to  the  1955  relief  shipment  achieve¬ 
ment  of  the  Churches,  Dr.  Zwayer 
said,  was  the  high  percentage  of 
vo  untary  assistance  received 
abroad. 


February  23,  1956 


Pag®  Thirteen 


CHRISTIAN  ADVENTURE 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Belcano  • 

The  Belcano  Sub-District,  North 
Little  Rock,  sponsored  a  youth  serv¬ 
ice  in  connection  with  National 
Youth  Week  in  the  Rose  City  Meth¬ 
odist  church  at  3:00  p.  m.  on  Sun¬ 
day,  February  5.  Chaplain  Richard 
Thomas  of  the  Little  Rock  Air  Force 
Base  was  the  inspirational  speaker. 
The  youth  choir  of  the  First  Meth- 
dist  Church,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Garland  Beavers,  furnished 
special  music.  A  cocoa  social  was 
held  immediately  following  the  serv¬ 
ice.  Approximately  150  attended  the 
meeting. 

Belcano  rally  night  was  held  on 
Monday,  February  20,  in  Gardner 
Memorial  Methodist  Church.  A 
panel  discussion  was  led  by  three 
panelists,  a  foreign  missionary,  a 
LS-2  worker  and  a  director  of  re¬ 
ligious  education  for  the  purpose  of 
introducting  and  explaining  Chris¬ 
tian  vocations.  Y 

A  recreation  period  was  held.  — 
Mary  Mathis,  Secretary 


Mansfield 

The  Mansfield  (La.)  Sub-District 
held  its  February  meeting  on  the 
6th  at  the  Grand  Cane  Methodist 
Church  with  79  members  present. 

The  Grand  Cane  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  presented  a  program  on 
Christian  Citizenship,  followed  by 
a  business  meeting. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  Douglas  Mc¬ 
Guire  stated  that  he  would  be  glad 
to  show  pictures  and  talk  to  the 
group  at  the  meeting  on  March  5 
about  the  proposed  Methodist  col¬ 
lege  to  be  built  in  Alaska. 

The  council  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Many  Methodist  Church  on 
the  last  Sunday  in  February  at  8:30 
p.  m. 

A  recreation  period  was  held  and 
refreshments  were  served. 


Sam  Steel 

-  The  Sam  Steel  Sub-District  met 
on  Monday  night,  February  13,  at 
Urania.  Bernice  Montgomery,  vice- 
president,  presided  over  the  meet- 

DID  I  HELP  GOD  ANSWER 
KAGAWA’S  PRAYER? 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
tween  a  Japanese  gentleman  and  a 
Japanese  young  lady.  I  overtook 
them  and  tapped  the  man  on  the 
shoulder.  He  wheeled  around  and  I 
introduced  myself.  He  expressed 
great  satisfaction  in  seeing  me  and 
offered  profuse  thanks.  He  then 
said,  “And  now  Mr.  Walker,  I’m 
sure  you  would  like  to  meet  this 
young  lady.  This  is  Dr.  Kagawa’s 
daughter.  She  is  a  Divinity  student 
at  Yale  University.  She  came  to 
meet  her  mother.” 

Miss  Kagawa  was  a  most  charm¬ 
ing  young  lady  and  again  expressed 
her  thanks  that  some  one  had  be¬ 
friended  her  mother. 

As  we  flew  on  South,  I  reflected 
that  had  I  responded  to  Mrs.  Kag¬ 
awa’s  Oriental  politeness  and  desire 
to  be  of  no  trouble  to  any  one,  in¬ 
stead  of  following  the  strong  im¬ 
pulse  I  had  felt,  she  would  have 
been  left  waiting  at  the  airport  gate 
for  24-hours.  It  is  not  strange  that 
I  asked,  “Can  it  be  that  God  used 
my  humble  ministry  to  answer  the 
prayer  of  Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa  in 
far  off  Japan?” 


The  term  “Christian  Adventure” 
used  to  describe  the  agencies  for 
intermediates  in  Methodist  church 
schools  is  especially  pertinent  to 
work  with  that  age  group. 

The  word  “adventure”  means  “a 
hazardous  or  exciting  experience;  a 
daring  feat,”  and  brings  to  mind 
climbing  high  mountains,  fording 
deep  rivers,  meeting  fierce  beasts, 
flying  jet  planes. 

However,  to  intermediates  (who 
are  age  12  through  14)  any  project 
that  take  place  outdoors  is  an  ad¬ 
venture.  And,  depending  upon  the 
adult  leaders,  get-togethers  within 
the  four  walls  of  a  room  are  also 
adventures  for  this  impressionable 
age  group.  When  “Christian”  is  add¬ 
ed  to  “adventure”  a  fine  outlet  for 
the  pent-up  energies  of  intermed¬ 
iates  is  provided  in  the  various 
Christian  Adventure  projects  now 
promoted  by  the  Youth  Department 
of  the  General  Board  of  Education. 
These  are: 

Christian  Adventure  camping 

Christian  Adventure  institutes 

Christian  Adventure  get-togethers 

Christian  Adventure  day  camping 

Christian  Adventure  Week  (in  the 
local  church) 

Christian  Adventure  groups  in 
vacation  schools 

A  weekend  for  adult  workers  with 
intermediates 

A  section  on  “Intermediates  in 
the  MYF”  is  included  in  the  book¬ 
let  Special  Resources  for  youth  and 
their  adult  leaders  that  has  just 
come  from  the  press. 

The  booklet  is  free  to  youth  lead¬ 
ers.  Order  Special  Resources  (2009- 
B)  from  your  conference  executive 
secretary  or  from  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment,  Board  of  Education,  p. 
O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


ing.  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones,  pastor  at 
Olla,  led  in  prayer. 

The  green  sheets  of  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  participation  were 
evaluated  with  Olla  winning  the 
banner  with  702  points.  The  Easter 
program  to  be  held  at  Winnfield 
was  planned.  The  election  of  of¬ 
ficers  for  next  year  will  be  held  in 
April. 

The  young  people  of  Trout  were 
in  charge  of  a  program  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Faith. 

A  recreation  period  was  held  with 
refreshments  served  by  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Urania. 

There  was  an  attendance  of  57 
at  the  meeting. — Fred  Kellogg 


From  the  spiritual 
diary  of 

FRANK  C.  LAUBACH 

“cQearning.  the 
Vocabulary,  o/  Qod ” 

Pages  from  Dr.  Laubach’s  diary  at 
a  time  when  he  was  trying  to  give 
God  every  minute  of  every  waking 
hour  of  every  day.  Through  such 
discipline  he  hoped  to  learn  the 
language  of  God.  For  those  who  are 
in  earnest  in  the  matter  of  truly 
knowing  God— even  His  vocabulary 
— this  is  a  must  in  reading. 

35  cents  per  copy.  Three  copies 
$1.00.  Twelve  for  $3.50.  Order  from 


The  urorld'a  mot  widely  used  devotional  guide 
1908  Grand  Arenas  Naahville  5,  Team.  1 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


RELIGIOUS  EMPHASIS  DAY 

A  recent  opportunity  to  share  in 
a  youth  activity  of  thp  Peoria,  Ill¬ 
inois,  Council  of  Churches  intro¬ 
duced  me  to  a  Religious  Emphasis 
Day  for  High  School  students  which 
has  some  real  possibilities  for  some 
of  the  rest  of  us  who  are  interested 
in  special  emphasis  on  religion  in 
the  life  of  public  school  students. 
And  I  departed  Peoria  waxing  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  what  they  are  do¬ 
ing  in  that  city  in  this  regard. 

This  is  the  seventh  year  for  this 
cooperative  effort.  The  Council  of 
Churches  has  a  special  committee 
whose  annual  task  is  setting  up  this 
day’s  activities.  They  work  with  the 
five  high  schools  of  the  area  and 
have  secured  their  permission  to 
release  all  high  school  students  who 
bring  a  written  note  of  permission 
from  their  parents,  from  attendance 
at  school  for  an  entire  day  during 
Youth  Week  in  February — provid¬ 
ed  they  attend  the  scheduled  ses¬ 
sions  of  Religious  Emphasis  Day. 
Incidentally,  attendance  cards  ,  are 
picked  up  four  times  during  the  day 
which  begins  at  8:45  A.M.  and  is 
dismissed  at  3:00  P.  M. 

The  activities  begin  with  an  as¬ 
sembly  which  is  held  in  the  largest 
church  sanctuary.  The  estimated  at¬ 
tendance  for  that  session  this  year 
was  1700.  They  could  hardly  have 
wedged  another  teener  in,  I  know 
that.  A  song  service  is  followed  by 
statements  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  the  Council  president. 
A  key-note  speaker  sets  the  theme 
for  the  day.  This  year’s  theme  was 
“Youth  Seeks  A  Way.”  Following 
the  assembly  hour,  the  group  breaks 
up  into  five  forum  groups,  each  one 
going  to  a  different  church — all  of 


them  centrally  located  near  the  as¬ 
sembly  church.  The  YMCA  is  also 
used.  A  youth  committee  has  helped 
to  set  up  the  subjects  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  each  youth  registers  for 
the  group  of  his  interest.  A  panel 
of  leaders  are  presented  to  the  forum 
and  the  subject  of  that  group  in¬ 
troduced  briefly.  Then  the  group 
breaks  up  into  about  six  or  eight 
discussion  groups  where  the  fat  real¬ 
ly  gets  chewed.  After  a  luncheon 
break  (each  student  responsible  for 
his  own  lunch),  the  forum  groups 
come  back  together  and  then  the 
discussion  groups  have  a  final  go  at 
it,  and  the  fordm  group  reassembles 
for  a  closing  worship  service.  The 
subjects  which  this  year’s  program 
included  were:  How  can  Christian 
faith  help  me  in  choosing  a  life’s 
vocation?  What  does  God  Expect 
of  me?  What  problems  are  involved 
in  inter-faith  dating  and  marriage? 
Parents  and  Youth  —  How  can  we 
understand  one  another?  What  is 
the  relationship  between  religious 
faith  and  scientific  truth? 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the 
number  enrolled  in  Peoria’s  R.  E. 
Day  this  year  represents  about  one- 
half  the  total  high  school  enroll¬ 
ment.  The  group,  of  course,  was 
predominantly  Protestant  although  I 
was  informed  there  were  Catholics 
and  Jewish  youth  present. 

The  leadership  was  largely  com¬ 
posed  of  cooperating  pastors.  There 
were,  however,  many  laymen  who 
helped,  particularly  in  the  vocations 
group.  Staff  personnel  from  the  var¬ 
ious  youth  -  serving  agencies  were 
very  much  in  evidence  too. 

To  pastors  and  churches  as  well 
as  school-leaders  who  are  looking  for 
a  means  of  augmenting  the  regular 
church  school  curriculum  in  a  dra¬ 
matic  fashion,  this  Peoria  plan  seems 
to  offer  real  possibilities.  It  meets 
legal  requirements.  It  is  a  cooper¬ 
ative  affair.  It  is  popular  with  youth. 
Worth  giving  a  serious  try,  I  think! 


$2.75  a  copy 

Inspirational 

Vital  &  Forceful  In  Its 
Message 

Refreshing  In  Style  & 
Subject 

Send  Order  To: 

MIKE  JOHN  JR. 

Box  1152 
Monroe,  La. 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 

Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Lillie  Rock,  Arkansas 
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ELLIS — Rev.  A.  R.  Ellis  of  Jones¬ 
boro,  Arkansas,  passed  away  on 
January  19  at  St.  Bernards  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Jonesboro.  He  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  on  August  2,  1868, 
the  son  of  William  N.  and  Julia  S. 
Ellis.  With  his  parents  he  moved 
to  Tennessee  while  still  a  baby. 

At  an  early  age  he  joined  the 
Methodist  Church  of  which  he  was 
a  member  until  his  death.  He  work¬ 
ed  with  and  for  the  church  all  his 
life,  and  many  years  ago  he  became 
a  licensed  local  preacher.  He  car¬ 
ried  on  his  work  until  he  became 
incapacitated  several  years  ago.  His 
love  for  his  church  never  faltered. 

Brother  Ellis  came  to  Craighead 
County  from  Tennessee  about  65 
years  ago,  but  returned  to  Tennes¬ 
see  a  few  years  later,  returning  to 
Arkansas  in  1903,  and  living  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  County  until  1921  when  he 
moved  to  Washington  County.  All 
of  his  work  as  a  local  preacher  was 
carried  on  in  Arkansas.  In  1938  he 
returned  to  Jonesboro  to  make  his 
home. 

He  not  only  helped  to  organize 
new  churches,  he  has,  when  no 
building  was  available  built  the 
structure  for  worship.  He  was  a  car¬ 
penter  and  contractor  by  trade, 
but  he  never  accepted  pay  for  any 
work  that  he  did  on  any  building 
for  the  church.  Often  in  the  small 
churches  it  was  necessary  to  build 
benches  for  seating  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  These  he  either  built  himself 
or  assisted  the  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  building. 

On  October  16,  1889,  he  was  unit¬ 
ed  in  marriage  to-  Miss  Natta  Fay 
Teague  who  preceded  him  in  death. 
Survivors  are  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Ora  B.  Lynn  of  the  home  address 
and  Mrs.  Theo  Harchous  of  Benton 
Harbor,  Michigan;  a  brother,  Rev. 
W.  D.  Ellis  of  Pine  Bluff;  two 
grandsons,  Rev.  R.  E.  Jones  of  Wal¬ 
nut  Ridge  and  M.  V.  Jones  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin;  three  great 
grandchildren  and  one  great,  great 
grandchild. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro, 
Sunday  afternoon,  January  22,  with 
Dr.  Ethan  W.  Dodgen  and  Rev.  John 
A.  Womack  conducting  the  service. 
A  second  service  was  held  on  Mon¬ 
day,  January  23,  in  Central  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Fayetteville,  with  Dr. 
Robert  Bearden,  Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley 
and  Rev.  William  Sherman  offici¬ 
ating.  Burial  was .  in  Fairview  cem¬ 
etery  in  Fayetteville.  —  Mrs.  Ora 
Lynn. 


New  Books 

The  Development  Of 
Modern  Christianity 

By  Frederick  A.  Norwood 
Published  By  Abingdon  Press,  $3.75 

The  whole  story  of  Christianity 
since  1500  becomes  a  vivid  panorama 
in  which  great  men,  far-reaching 
movements,  and  significant  ideas 
standout  in  bold  relief  in  Frederick 
A.  Norwood’s  THE  DEVELOPMENT 
OF  MODERN  CHRISTIANITY,  a 
February  6  publication  of  Abingdon 
Press. 

First  dealing  with  the  spread  of 
the  Christian  faith  from  the  year  100 
to  the  era  of  the  Reformation,  Dr. 
Norwood  then  gives  a  succinct  ac¬ 
count  of  the  rise  of  denominations  in 
their  historical  context  from  medi¬ 
eval  days  to  the  present  time.  He 
depicts  in  broad  outline  the  many 
forces  in  history  which  have  inter¬ 
acted  with  Christianity,  at  the  same 
time  avoiding  the  confusing  minu¬ 
tiae  of  individual  denominational 
growth.  In  relating  the  Protestant 
heritage  in  its  historical  develop¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Norwood  acclaims  the 
thesis  that  through  a  multiplicity  of 
denominations  is  an  underlying 
unity  empirically  present  in  the 
Ecumenical  Movement. 

Writing  in  an  informal  style  but 
with  a  scholar’s  sure  grasp  of  facts, 
Dr.  Norwood  offers  the  serious  stu¬ 
dent  of  church  history,  the  inquiring 
minister,  and  the  interested  layman 
alike  an  adequate  yardstick  for 
measuring  the  growth  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  since  the  days  of  Martin 
Luther. 

Dr.  Norwood  is  associate  professor 
of  church  history,  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute,  Evanston,  Illinois.  He  was 
graduated  from  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  with  a  B.  A.  and  from  Yale 
with  the  B.  D.  and  Ph.D.  degrees. 
Before  going  to  Garrett  in  1952,  Dr. 
Norwood  served  as  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  Ohio  and  later  as  associate 
professor  of  history,  Baldwin-Wal- 
lace  College,  Berea,  Ohio.  Articles 
by  Dr.  Norwood  have  appeared  in 
leading  religious  and  historical  jour¬ 
nals.  This  is  his  first  book. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Phone  FR  5-8500 


5,000  S8K  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes,  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  prlce-llsL 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Oept.  D,  Pontlao  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


How  To  Choose  and 
Use  a  Hearing  Aid 


Confused  by  all  of  the 
different  hearing  aid 
claims  ?  Wondering  why 
there  is  a  difference  in 
Performance,  size  and 
Price?  Would  you  like 
to  know  what  to  expect 
ln  amPlification,  power, 
wearing  convenience...  i.awatsom 
20  important  factors  to  look  for  in  a  hear- 


lng  aid?  Mr.  L.  A.  Watson,  author  of  inter¬ 
nationally  known  600  page  text  “Hearing 
ests  and  Hearing  Instruments”,  has 


just  completed  valuable  booklet  that  is 
filled  with  information  on  how  to  select 
an  aid.  Send  25c  in  stamps  or  coins  and 
it  will  be  sent  to  you  in  a  plain  envelope. 


L.  A.  WATSON,  ROOM  NO.  63W 
21  NORTH  3rd  STREET,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 
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EVANGELISM  AND  THE 
NEW  AMERICA 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
Church  will  have  more  than  20,000,- 
000  members. 

This  can  be  done  if  our  Christian 
education  continues  to  become  more 
and  more  evangelistic  and  our  evan¬ 
gelism  become  more  and  more  edu- 
c  a  t  i  o  n  a  1 .  Piety  plus  knowledge 
makes  for  the  Kingdom  of  God.  I 
want  The  Methodist  Church  to  be¬ 
come  a  great  evangelistic  movement 
because  of  its  social  passion  con¬ 
cerning  the  welfare  of  every  in¬ 
dividual. 

The  Methodist  Church  has  a  phi¬ 
losophy,  a  program,  and  a  passion. 
Today  we  dedicate  ourselves  to 
reach  New  America  for  Christ  un¬ 


til  this  New  America  becomes  not 
the  American  way  of  life,  but  the 
Christian  way  of  life  —  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God. 


For  a  penny 


electricity 

toasts  thirty  slices 

All  over  your  home,  electricity  works  for  pennies. 
Washes,  cleans,  lights  and  even  entertains. 

Electric  service  is  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  family 
budget— by  far.  And  the  men  and  women  of  your 
electric  company  work  constantly  to  keep  it  that  way. 


POWER  &  LIGHT 

<€cm/uMify 


HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
i  •««■.  Christian  Tsachinq,"  coovrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


“CHRIST  CONFRONTS  THE  MODERN  WORLD” 

LESSON  FOR  MARCH  4,  1956 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Luke  19: 
28-48.  Printed  text:  Luke  19:37-48. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “Would  that  even  today  you 
knew  the  things  that  make  jor  peace!”  (Luke  19:42) 


This  is  the  first  lesson  of  UNIT 
VIII:  “THE  LORD  OF  LIFE”.  The 
unit  consists  of  five  lessons,  and  its 
aim  is  “To  help  adults  see  and  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fact  of  Christ’s  lordship 
with  regards  to  war  and  peace,  last 
things,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  the  cross, 
and  victory  over  death.”  According 
to  The  Adult  Student  the  aim  of  this 
particular  lesson  is  “To  lead  adults 
to  enthrone  Christ  in  their  lives  and 
to  work  for  world  peace.” 

This  is  a  great  aim  indeed!  The 
one  thing  above  all  others  that  the 
world  needs  today  is  peace,  both 
inward  and  outward.  More  prayers 
are  being  offered  for  this  blessing 
than  for  all  other  things  combined. 
Prayer  is  a  sincere  desire  of  the 
heart  directed  toward  God,  with 
faith  in  his  ability  to  hear  and  an¬ 
swer.  There  is  no  question  about  the 
fact  that  God  also  longs  for  peace 
among  men.  Christ  is  called  the 
“Prince  of  Peace”.  But  God  cannot 
give  peace  to  men  without  co-oper¬ 
ation  on  their  part.  They  must  do 
more  than  merely  desire  peace. 
They  must  put  feet  and  hands  to 
their  prayers;  they  must  be  active 
in  their  efforts  to  attain  peace. 
If  the  time  ever  comes  when  people 
will  sacrifice  as  much  to  win  peace 
as  they  do  to  win  war,  we  will  have 
peace.  We  must  all  realize  that 
peace  is  a  positive  thing;  it  is  not 
merely  the  absence  of  war.  As  war 
is  carried  on  through  hatred  and  de¬ 
struction,  peace  is  built  up  by  mu¬ 
tual  understanding,  love,  and  active 
good  will. 

A  Look  Ai  The  Scriptures 

The  scriptural  background  of  our 
lesson  today  deals  with  the  trium¬ 
phal  entry  of  Christ  into  Jerusalem. 
This  took  place  on  the  first  day  of 
the  week;  it  has  come  to  be  called 
“Palm  Sunday”.  It  received  its  name 
from ,  the  fact  that  as  Christ  rode 
into  Jerusalem  a  large  multitude 
tore  branches  from  the  palm  trees 
and  placed  them  along  the  way.  This 
was  symbolic  of  victory  in  that  age 
of  the  world.  Victorious  gener¬ 
als  were  often  treated  in  this  man¬ 
ner  as  they  returned  home.  The  chief 
difference,  however,  in  this  case 
was  the  fact  that  Christ  came  rid¬ 
ing  on  a  donkey  which  was  symbolic 
of  peace  rather  than  war. 

A  few  days  prior  to  Palm  Sunday 
Christ  was  in  Perea,  which  was  a 
province  across  the  Jordan  River 
from  Jerusalem.  He  felt  that  his 
time  had  come  to  pay  the  supreme 
sacrifice,  and  we  are  told  that  he 
set  his  face  like  flint  to  Jerusalem. 
He  arrived  in  Bethany,  a  village 
some  two  miles  from  Jerusalem,  on 
Friday  afternoon.  He  spent  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Sabbath,  which  began  at  sun¬ 
set  on  Friday  and  ended  at  sunset 
on  Saturday,  in  Bethany.  He  also 
spent  Saturday  night  there,  and 
started  for  Jerusalem  early  the  next 
morning. 


He  had  *not  proceeded  very  far 
along  the  way  until  he  sent  two  of 
his  disciples  to  get  a  donkey  colt. 
They  secured  the  colt,  placed  their 
garments  upon  him,  and  the  Lord 
mounted  him  and  continued  on  his 
way  to  Jerusalem. 

A  ygreat  throng  of  people  were 
present.  The  time  of  the  Passover 
was  near  at  hand,  and  large  crowds 
had  either  come  or  were  coming  to 
Jerusalem  for  the  occasion.  The  peo¬ 
ple  were  divided  into  three  groups. 
One  group  marched  along  with  the 
Lord,  another  came  along  behind, 
and  still  another,  on  hearing  the 
singing  and  shouting  of  the  people, 
came  out  from  Jerusalem  to  meet 
the  procession. 

The  people  were  wild  with  joy. 
They  felt  that  the  time  of  their  de¬ 
liverance  was  at  hand.  They'  knew 
that  the  Prophet  Zechariah  had  said, 
“Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of 
Zion!  Shout  aloud,  O  daughter  of 
Jerusalem!  Lo,  your  king  comes  to 
you;  triumphant  and  victorious  is 
,he,  humble  and  riding  on  an  ass, 
on  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  ass.” 

The  masses  were  ready  and  anx¬ 
ious  to  accept  Jesus  as  the  promised 
Messiah.  Their  jubilation  became  so 
boisterous  that  some  Pharisees,  who 
were  present,  suggested  to  the  Lord 
that  he  rebuke  the  poeple.  But  he 
went  to  inform  them  that  should  he 
do  such  a  thing,  the  very  stones 
with  which  the  streets  of  Jerusalem 
were  paved  wosld  cry  out  in  praise. 

Then,  a  strange  thing  happened. 
In  the  midst  of  all  this  jubilation  the 
the  Lord  began  to  weep.  Tiling  of 
it!  The  people  were  rejoicing  all 
around  him;  making  the  welkin  ring 
as  they  sung  his  praises,  and  yet 
with  a  breaking  heart  he  weeps  as 
bitter  tears  course  down  his  cheeks. 
Why  was  he  so  sad  under  these 
circumstances?  He  knew  that  Jeru¬ 
salem  would  reject  him.  He  knew 
that  the  leaders  had  already  de¬ 
creed  his  death.  He  realized  that  the 
people  were  being  motivated  by 
thei^r  conception  of  the  Messiah 
rather  than  seeing  him  as  he  really 
was. 

The  whole  nation  had  been  misled 
as  to  the  type  of  person  the  Messiah 
was  to  be.  They  were  looking  for  a 
material  ruler  who  would  sit  on  the 
throne  of  David,  advance  their  na¬ 
tion  to  the  fore,  and  bring  them 
material  prosperity.  Jesus  spent 
three  years  trying  to  change  their 
conception  of  the  Messiah,  but  all 
to  no  avail;  to  the  last  they  follow¬ 
ed  him  only  for  the  loaves  and  the 
fishes.  They  longed  for  the  son  of 
David,  but  finally  rejected  the  Son 
of  God.  They  wanted  a  material 
Messiah  for  their  nation  and  not  a 
Savior  for  all  the  world  of  mankind. 
They  were  thinking  in  material 
terms,  while  Christ  was  dealing 
in  spiritual* values.  They  wanted  gold 
rather  tlian  God,  and  were  thinking 
more  of  cash  than  they  were  of 
character.  Before  that  week  was 


over  this  same  group  who  shouted 
his  praises  clamored  for  his  crucifix¬ 
ion,  and  mocked  him  while  he  died 
on  the  cross. 

Our  memory  selection  furnishes 
the  key,  as  to  why  Christ  wept: 
“Would  that  even  today  you  knew 
the  things  that  make  for  peace!” 
Christ  dearly  loved  Jerusalem  and 
he  knew  that  she  was  not  on  the 
road  to  peace.  This  broke  his  heart. 
Jesus  realized  that  the  trend  in 
which  the  city  was  moving  would 
lead  to  certain  destruction.  He  long¬ 
ed  to  save  Jerusalem,  but  she  turn¬ 
ed  a  deaf  ear  to  his  pleading  and 
went  straight  to  her  destruction. 
Jesus  predicted  that  the  city  would 
suffer  such  defeat  that  not  one  stone 
would  be  left  upon  another.  This 
happened  in  A.  D.  70,  just  as  he 
said  it  would. 

The  second  thing  Christ  did  on 
this  occasion  was  to  cleanse  the  Tem¬ 
ple.  When  he  arrived  in  Jerusalem 
he  headed  straight  for  the  Temple. 
He  found  people  trafficking  there  in 
animals  that  were  used  in  making 
sacrifices,  and  in  changing  foreign 
money  into  the  currency  that  alone 
could  be  used  in  paying  the  temple 
tax. 

There  were  two  reasons  why  the 
Lord  greatly  objected  to  what  these 
people  were  doing.  One  was  the  fact 
that  they  were  polluting  the  Temple 
of  God.  Think  of  having  animals 
and  birds  housed  in  the  outer  court 
of  the  Temple.  The  other  reason  was 
the  fact  the  they  were  overcharg¬ 
ing  for  these  fowls,  animals,  and 
service.  In  cheating  the  people  they 
were  making  the  house  of  God  a  den 
of  robbers. 

This  business  was  carried  on  by 
the  High  Priest  and  his  family.  It 
was  done  under  the  pretext  of  mak¬ 
ing  things  convenient  for  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  Jews,  even  at  that  time, 
were  scattered  all  over  the  civilized 
world.  They  came  from  great  dis¬ 
tances  to  worship  in  the  Temple. 
They  could  not  bring  along  the  ani¬ 
mals  and  fowls  they  would  need  in 
making  sacrifices,  and  the  money 
they  brought  from  these  countries 
with  them  was  not  acceptable  in  the 
Temple.  The  High  Priest  and  other 
members  of  his  family  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  these  circumstances  and  used 
them  to  their  own  selfish  and  greedy 
interest.  Christ  drove  out  these  traf¬ 
fickers  who  had  been  placed  by 
these  authorities,  and  this  made 
them  more  determined  than  ever  to 
destroy  him. 

A  careful  study  of  the  lesson  ma¬ 
terial  shows  that  things  were  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  and  around  Jerusalem 
that  did  not  make  for  peace.  Re¬ 
ligion  had  deteriorated  into  a  mere 


of  men,  and  to  be  lauded  by  them 
because  of  their  piety. 

In  addition  to  this  lack  of  vital 
religion,  selfishness,  greed,  political 
corruption,  class  and  racial  prejudice 
were  also  prevalent.  All  of  this  add¬ 
ed  up  to  trouble  for  Jerusalem. 

Attitudes  That  Make  For  Peace 

There  are  certain  attitudes  that 
make  for  peace.  One  is  the  matter 
of  justice  and  fair-play  toward  all 
concerned.  Nothing  is  ever  finally 
settled  until  it  is  settled  fairly.  The 
Golden  Rule,  rather  than  the  rule 
of  gold,  must  be  practiced  between 
individuals  and  nations  before 
permanent  peace  can  come. 

Materially  Speaking,  we  are  the 
most  highly  favored  nation  in  the 
world  today.  We  can  neither  obtain 
nor  retain  the  good  will  of  the  have- 
not-nations  unless  we  are  constant¬ 
ly  trying  to  give  them  our  know¬ 
how  and  thus  enable  them  to  final¬ 
ly  reach  our  high  standard  of  liv¬ 
ing.  The  Point-Four  Program  is  a 
movement  that  is  looking  in  the 
right  direction  along  this  line. 

Another  attitude  that  is  essential 
to  permanent  peace  ■iS'close  akin  to 
that  mentioned  above — it  is  unself¬ 
ishness,  Most  of  the  problems  and 
troubles  of  our  modern  world  root 
themselves  in  selfishness.  Individ¬ 
uals  can  not  get  along  so  long  as 
they  deal  selfishly  with  each  other. 
The  same  is  true  with  regards  to 
nations. 

Not  only  do  the  fortunate  nations 
need  to  help  the  unfortunate  by 
giving  them  their  know-how,  they 
also  need  to  give  them  substantial 
material  help  until  they  can  put 
this  know-how  into  practice.  Our 
improved  means  of  transportation 
and  communication  has  made  of  the 
world  one  big  neighborhood,  and 
we  will  learn  to  live  neighborly  with 
others  or  we  will  not  live  at  all. 
It  is  foolish  to  think  that  millions  of 
people  are  willing  to  starve  while 
they  see  others  surfeiting  with  an 
over-supply  of  the  material  things 
of  life. 

Another  attitude  that  will  make 
for  permanent  peace  is  the  disposi¬ 
tion  to  put  first  things  first.  In  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  (the  greatest 
treatise  on  character  building  ever 
set  forth)  Christ  emphasized  the 
superiority  of  spiritual  values  as  set 
over  against  material  things.  No  one 
can  even  casually  read  this  Sermon 
without  this  thought  being  borne  in 
upon  him.  All  of  us  know  that  most 
of  the  inhumanity  of  man  to  man 
is  occasioned  by  the  over-emphases 
that  are  placed  upon  the  material 
things  of  life.  This  also  goes  for 
nations.  History  shows  that  many 
wars  of  the  past  were  fought  over 
economic  questions,  more  than  any- 


formality.  The  High  Priest  who  was^thing  else.  The  putting  of  material 


at  the  head  of  the  Jewish  religion 
was  selected  from  the  most  irrelig¬ 
ious  group  in  the  whole  nation  — 
the  Sadducees.  These  people  were 
the  confirmed  materialists  of  that 
age.  They  even  denied  the  existence 
of  spirits.  This  led  them  to  believe 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
existence  on  the  other  side  of  the 
grave.  They  felt  that  this  life  ended 
all  so  far  as  human  beings  are  con¬ 
cerned.  In  brief,  we  would  call  such 
people  infidels,  and  yet  a  man  of 
this  type  was  head  of  the  Jewish 
Church  while  Christ  was  here  in 
the  flesh. 

The  Pharisees  were  a  little  sound¬ 
er  in  the  faith  than  were  the  Sad¬ 
ducees,  but  they  had  become  proud 
and  boastful  of  their  religion.  From 
the  religious  standpoint,  they  looked 
down  on  other  people  and  thanked 
God  that  they  were  better  than  they 
were.  They  carried  on  all  of  their 
religious  practices  merely  to  be  seen 


things  ahead  of  spiritual  values  has 
led  straight  to  these  conflicts. 

Still  another  attitude  that  makes 
for  permanent  peace  is  sympathetic 
understanding.  We  are  too  much  in¬ 
clined  to  judge  other  people  from 
the  standpoint  of  prejudice  and  be¬ 
fore  the  facts  are  all  in.  There  is 
an  old  Indian  proverb  to  the  effect: 
“I  will  judge  no  man  until  I  have 
walked  for  three  days  in  his  moc¬ 
casins. v  That  is  just  another  way  of 
saying  that  we  will  put  ourselves 
in  the  other  person’s  place  and 
see  the  thing  from  his  standpoint 
before  we  judge  him.  The  Prophet 
Ezekiel  in  speaking  along  this  line 
once  said,  “I  sat  where  they  sat.” 
It  is  only  as  we  sit  where  those 
whom  we  would  judge  sit  and  see 
the  thing  as  they  see  it,  that  we 
are  able  to  give  them  the  broad¬ 
minded  consideration  that  we  our¬ 
selves  would  like  to  receive,  were 
the  circumstances  reversed. 
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MARCH  PRAYER 
VIGIL  SCHEDULE 
ANNOUNCED 

Assignments  of  local  church  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  the  Prayer  Life 
Movement  Prayer  Vigil  for  March 
have  been  anounced  by  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  Bunkie  pastor  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism,  which  is  spon¬ 
soring  the  program. 

The  vigil  which  began  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  will  continue  until  the 
the  Louisiana  Conference  on  May 
29.  At  least  two  people  are  in 
prayer  at  the  altar  of  some  church 
in  Louisiana  during  the  five-month 
period. 

The  March  schedule  is  as  follows: 
(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.  m.  on  the  first  date  and 
closes  at  6:00  p.  m.  the  second 
date.) 

Feb.  29-Mar.  1 — Belah-Eden,  A.  N.  Baum; 

Welsh,  Jack  Cooke 
Mar.  1-2 — Collinston,  Fred  A.  Mead 
Mar.  2-3— Mangham,  C.  Ed  Henkel 
Mar.  3-4 — Blanchard,  William  P.  Fraser; 

Belcher,  James  L.  Beasley 
Mar.  4-5 — Brownville,  West  Monroe,  B.  P. 
Durbin 

Mar.  5-6 — Wisner,  James  A.  Knight 
Mar.  6-7— Plaquemine,  C.  Robert  McCam- 
mon 

Mar.  7-8— Walker,  P.  W.  Sibley 
Mar.  8-9 — Grace,  Ruston,  Henry  C.  Blount, 
Jr. 

Mar.  9-10 — Baker,  Marvin  H.  Corley 
Mar.  10-11— New  Iberia,  W.  R.  Wandt 
Mar.  11-12 — Tangipahoa,  Angus  L.  Carruth; 
Park  Avenue,  Shreveport,  Douglas  L 
McGuire 

Mar.  12-13 — Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge,  J. 
Philip  Woodland;  Marthaville,  E  A 
Wingfield 

Mar.  13-14 — Rodessa,  Marvin  H.  Hocken- 
hull 

Mar.  14-15— Oil  City,  H.  M.  Law 
Mar.  15-16 — Cheneyville,  Charles  H.  Gies¬ 
sen 

Mar.  16-17 — Morningside,  Shreveport,  Jim¬ 
mie  J.  Caraway 

Mar.  17-18 — Gilliam,  James  L.  Beasley 
Mar.  18-19— Indian  Bayou-Kaplan,  M.  L. 

Davis;  Winnsboro,  W.  H.  Bengtson 
Mar.  19-20 — Northside,  Lake  C.-Hackberry 
Taylor  Wall 

Mar.  20-21 — Oak  Park,  Lake  Charles,  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Peyton;  Live  Oak,  J..  Henry  Bow- 
don,  Jr. 

Mar.  21-22— Church  Point,  Dan  Tohline; 

Salem  Hilly  Charge,  Byrd  L.  Terry 
Mar.  22-23 — Leesville,  Oakley  Lee;  White’s 
Chapel,  Harvey  D.  Fisher 
Mar.  23-24 — Merryville,  C.  J.  Thibodeaux* 
Marksville,  Minns  S.  Robertson 
Mar.  24-25— Raymond,  Clarence  B.  Krum- 
now;  Oakdale,  Sam  S.  Holladay 
Mar.  25-28— Wesley,  DeRidder,  Alvin  P. 
Smith 

Mar.  26-27 — Delhi,  Don  Wineinger 
Mar.  27-28— Westlake,  Lake  Charles,  E.  W 
Day 

Mar.  28-29— First  Church,  Pineville,  Porter 
M.  Caraway;  Pine  Grover  Ollie  L  Gol- 
son,  Jr. 

Mar.  29-30 — Eunice,  Ned  L.  Stout;  David¬ 
son  Memorial,  Lafayette,  D.  B.  Boddie 
Mar.  30-31— Centenary,  Franklin  ton,  John 
H.  Sewell 

Mar.  31-April  1— DeQuincy,  A.  A  Mc¬ 
knight 


•  - 

Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  in 
1948,  1952  and  1956. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lueg  also  was  a 
member  of  the  delegation  to  the 
Ecumenical  Conference  in  Oxford, 
England,  in  1951.  He  has  contribut¬ 
ed  to  “The  Upper  Room”  and  other 
publications  and  has  served  as  grand 
prelate  of  the  state  of  Louisiana 
Knights  Templar. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  grad¬ 
uated  m  a  n  g  n  a  cum  laude  from 
Centenary  in  1926.  He  attended 
SMU  and  received  the  B.  D.  degree 
from  Yale  Divinity  School  in  1929. 
He  since  has  done  graduate  work 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


•i!  iirriei  na  tiiisari  ietrorkts  ir  uimm* 

hibiiMtiM  *4  lovitiona  Mtthodiw 


VOL.  VIII 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  1,  1956 


Church  Named  1000  Club  Project 


The  Luling  Methodist  Church  of 
Luling  has  been  named  as  the  1000 
Club  project  for  the  period  Febru¬ 
ary  1-May  31,  according  to  Rev. 
Luman  Douglas,  New  Orleans, 
chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Missions  which  has 
the  responsibility  for  the  conference 
extension  program. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  the 
pastor  of  the  Luling  Methodist 
Church,  Rev.  Clayton  W.  Bennett, 
it  was  learned  that  the  Luling 
church,  organized  in  1954,  is  the 
only  Methodist  church  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  the 
St.  Charles  Parish,  and  draws  its 
membership  from  five  cities,  Luling, 
Boutte,  DesAllemands,  Paradis  and 
Hahnville.  It  is  estimated  that  more 
than  20,000  people  reside  in  the 
western  part  of  St.  Charles  Parish, 
an  area  of  70  square  miles'. 

The  Luling  congregation  has  been 
meeting  for  several  months  in  the 
American  Legion  Hall  in  Luling. 
While  this  arrangement  is  serving 
well  for  a  temporary  period,  the 
growing  congregation  badly  needs 
to  get  into  a  building  of  its  own. 
Ground  was  broken  on  Labor  Day 
Saturday  for  the  erection  of  the  first 
of  three  church  units,  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  This  unit  will  serve  until 
the  second  unit,  an  educational 
building  can  be  erected,  and  the 
third  unit  when  erected  will  be  the 
sanctuary.  The  congregation  has 
purchased,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
District  Board  of  Missions  and  the 
annual  conference,  a  most  desirable 
site  of  3  acres  facing  the  main  street 
that  connects  Luling  with  Boutte. 
Considerable  progress  had  been 
made  on  the  building  when  it  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  suspend  construc¬ 
tion  because  of  lack  of  funds.  With 
the  help  of  the  1000  Club  and  other 
expected  resources  it  is  expected 
that  the  building  can  be  completed 
within  the  near  future. 

Luling  is  in  the  heart  of  a  rapid¬ 
ly  growing  industrial  section.  Near¬ 
by,  and,  on  the  west  bank,  are  the 
American  Cynamiad  Company;  the 
Lion  Oil,  chemical  division  of  the 
Monasato  Company;  another  com¬ 
pany  which  has  just  leased  1,200 
acres  on  the  river’s  bank  for  in¬ 
dustrial  use;  the  largest  Louisiana 
Power-  and  Light  plant;  and  several 
oil  company  camps,  including  the 
Texas  Company  which  collects  gas 
and  distributes  it  to  the  several 
chemical  companies  in  the  vicinity. 
AH  available  housing  in  the  Luling 
area  is  used  and  with  the  building 
of  each  new  residential  area  the 
houses  are  immediately  taken. 

95%  of  the  congregation  are  young 
adults,  according  to  Rev.  Mr.  Ben- 
nett,  and  the  church  school  program 
is  hampered  by  lack  of  facilities, 
classrooms,  equipment,  and  proper 
atmosphere,  all  of  which  will  be 
laken  care  of  with  the  new  building. 
At  the  present  time  the  MYF  is 
fleeting  in  private  homes.  Member¬ 
ship  at  Luling  will  exceed  110  at 
Easter. 


CENTENARY  TO  AWARD  HONORARY 

DEGREES 


Two  Methodist  leaders  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  are  among  the  four  persons 
on  whom  Centenary  College  will 
confer  honorary  degrees  at  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  on  May  27. 

Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles,  and  Rev.  George  W.  Pome¬ 
roy,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe,  are  slated  to  re¬ 
ceive  honorary  doctor  of  divinity 
degees. 

Cecil  Morgan,  executive  assistant 
to  Eugene  Holman,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New 
Jersey,  will  receive  the  honorary 
LL.O.  degree,  Morgan  is  a  former 
member  of  the  Louisiana  House  and 
Senate  and  one-time  district  judge 
of  the  First  Judical  District,  Caddo 
Parish.  He  also  will  deliver  the 
commencement  address  this  year. 

The  fourth  honorary  degree,  also 
a  doctor  of  divinity  degree,  will  be 
conferred  on  Rabbi  Lefkowitz,  Jr. 
of  B’nai  Zion  Jewish  Congregation 


in  Shreveport.  He  is  past  Louisiana 
and  national  chaplain  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  and  well  known  as  a 
civic  leader  in  Shreveport. 

Mr.  Lueg  is  a  native  of  McComb, 
Miss.,  and  attended  Warren  Easton 
Boy’s  High  School  in  New  Orleans. 
He  received  the  B.  S.  degree  at 
Centenary  College  in  1930  and  the 
B.  D.  degree  in  1932  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex. 

He  has  served  churches  Delhi, 
Slidell,  Hammond,  Natchitoches, 
Homer  and  Carrollton  Ave.  in  New 
Orleans  prior  to  holding  the  pulpit 
at  the  First  church  in  Lake  Charles. 
He  has  served  on  the  Centenary 
board  of  trustees,  the  commission 
on  world  service  and  finance  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  the 
committee  on  insurance  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  latter  committee.  He  was  re¬ 
serve  delegate  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1948,  1952,  and  1956  and 
served  as  delegate  to  the  South 
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Something  New  In  Church  Buildings 


U.  S.  Steel  Homes  Markets 

Prefabricated 

Churches 

By  Lorraine  C.  Reid 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Because  of  the  great  interest  of  recent  years  in  church  and  educa¬ 
tional  building  construction,  builders  have  been  giving  considerable  thought  and  planning 
to  the  development  of  church  and  educational  buildings  which,  when  mass-produced, 
would  have  a  more  attractive  appeal  financially  to  average  size  and  smaller  congrega¬ 
tions.  The  pre-fabricated  home  and  commercial  building  business  has  been  underway 
for  several  years  and  the  market  for  these  buildings  seems  to  be  enlarging.  What  about 
pre-fabricated  church  and  educational  buildings? 

This  publication  is  presenting  this  week  the  first  of  two  articles  on  this  subject  with 
the  hope  that  products  and  plans  here  presented  will  help  in  some  way  to  keep  local 
church  leaders  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 


A  significant  development  in  American  Gothic,  the  prefabricated 
church  manufactured  by  United  States  Steel  Homes  can  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  as  few  as  four  days,  is  larger,  stronger  than  a  convention¬ 
ally  built  church  at  a  much  higher  price.  Housing  subsidiary  of  the 
U.  S.  Steel  Corporation,  the  company  manufactures  a  complete  line  of 
prefabricated  wood  homes  and  commercial  structures^ 

“The  revival  of  religious  interest  in  this  country  combined  with  the 
move  to  the  suburbs  and,  of  course,  the  general  population  rise  have  created 
an  urgent  need  for  new  church  construction,”  according  to  H.  D.  Moulton, 
President  of  the  company.  Last  year,  church  construction  increased  25 
per  cent  over  1954. 

“It  is  a  need  we  are  sure  prefabricated  structures  can  fill  effectively,” 
Mr.  Moulton  added.  “And  congregations  have  been  quick  to  recognize  the 
advantages  in  cost,  erection  time,  quality  and  the  simple,  modern  dignity 
our  type  of  construction  affords.  It’s  a  significant  manifestation  of  the 
increasing  public  acceptance  of  prefabrication.” 

Advantages 

D.  F.  Rucks,  Jr.,  Sales  Vice  President  of  the  company,  pointed  out  that 
the  chief  advantage  in  the  prefabricated  church  lie3  in  the  fact  that 
normally  a  congregation  first  has  to  raise  funds  for  church  construction, 
requiring  approximately  a  year’s  solicitation  and  then,  subsequently,  wait 
many  months  on  the  completion  of  the  building,  whereas  the  same  congre¬ 
gation  may  have  the  church  within  a  week’s  construction  activity  once 
finances  have  been  made  available. 

Estimates  indicate  church  construction  will  rise  22  per  cent  in  1956  over 
last  year.  “Inquiries  already  have  told  us  we  will  have  to  step  up  produc¬ 
tion  to  meet  the  demand  in  1956,”  Mr.  Moulton  commented. 

“Church  goers  in  the  new  communities  springing  up  on  the  outskirts  of 
practically  every  city  and  town  in  the  United  States  want  churches  located 
nearby,  and  the  need  is  immediate.  Where  speed  of  erection  is  vital,  the 
church  can  be  completed  in  as  few  as  four  days,”  Mr.  Moulton  explained. 
Recently  a  congregation  in  Huntsville,  Texas,  received  its  church  package 
on  a  Wednesday.  Foundation  and  basic  plumbing  already  was  in  place. 
The  entire  structure  was  under  roof  and  rough-finished  in  time  for  services 
that  Sunday. 

“Since  most  of  the  residents  of  these  new  communities  are  new  home 
owners,  already  heavily  encumbered  financially,  the  savings  made  possible 
through  factory  production  and  speedy  erection  are  especially  important,” 
Mr.  Moulton  said. 

Fifteen  Designs  Available 

Fifteen  basic  designs  have  been  planned  to  meet  the  needs  of  most  de¬ 
nominations,  and  they  may  be  modified  to  satisfy  exact  requirements  or 
the  church  can  be  built*  to  architectural  specifications.  The  standard  line 
of  churches  ranges  from  $15,000  to  $35,000  and  includes  such  variations  as 
multi-purpose  room,  kitchen,  recreation  hall,  stage,  classroom.  The  struc¬ 
tures  can  be  expanded  easily  and  economically  when  the  need  arises. 

Four-foot  Douglas  Fir  plywood  “stressed  skin”  panels  are  the  basic 
modules  of  construction.  The  panels  are  sturdy,  warp  resistant  and  water¬ 
proof,  equivalent  to  a  two-inch  thick  board  and  will  support  more  than  two 
tons  load  weight.  At  the  church  site,  the  panels  are  bolted  together;  walls 
are  secured  to  the  foundation  and  the  roof  panels  and  ceiling  panels  are 


Prefab  Church  ai  NAHB  Show  Exhibited 

Jir 

United  States  Steel  Homes  prefabricated  church,  designed  by  William 
M.  Cooley,  AIA,  features  Nailon  Brick  and  stainless  steel  spire,  cross  and 
religious  symbols  by  Spanjer  Brothers.  The  church,  with  over  2000  square 
feet  of  floor  space,  contains  a  meeting  room,  an  office  and  washrooms  in 
addition  to  the  chancel,  nave  and  narthex.  It  can  seat  up  to  180  people. 
Pastel  glass  windows  add  traditional  beauty  to  the  simple  lines  of  the 
“L”  shaped  l church .  It  is  one  of  15  new  designs  offered  by  United  States 
Steel  Homes  which,  because  of  erection  speed,  economy  and  structural 
strength,  provide  an  effective  answer  to  the  ever-growing  needs  of  new  or 
expanding  congregations.  The  church  was  displayed  at  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Home  Builders  convention  in  Chicago,  January  22-26. 


bolted  to  the  walls  to  form  the  truss.  All  materials  necessary  to  complete 
the  church  from  the  floor  up  are  included  in  the  church  package.  Bath  and 
lavatory  accessories,  kitchen  cabinets,  furnaces,  flues  and  chimney  hoods 
may  be  furnished  optionally.  Heating,  plumbing  and  electrical  wiring  are 
supplied  locally. 

Several  Churches  Already  Erected 

Churches  already  erected  include  a  Baptist  Church  in  Pittsburgh,  an 
Evangelical  Church  in  Dayton,  and  a  nun’s  residence  in  South  Euclid,  Ohio. 
Followers  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  who  have 
been  increasing  in  numbers  beyond  their  church  facilities  and  who  have 
founded  new  groups  where  no  church  exists,  have  embarked  on  a  program 
which  may  include  500  prefabricated  churches  during  the  next  five  years. 
Six  have  been  built  in  Huntsville,  Marshall,  Pasadena  and  San  Jacinto — all 
in  Texas,  and  Salina,  Kansas. 

Distribution  of  the  churches  is  through  United  States  Steel  Homes  in 
cooperation  with  qualified  contractors  and  architects. 


Power  of  Printed 
Word  Shown 

The  power  of  the  printed  word  is 
dramatically  illustrated  in  an  inci¬ 
dent  cited  by  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Commission 
on  Public  Relations  and  Methodist 
Information.  Speaking  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pitals  and  Homes  in  St.  Louis,  Feb. 
8,  he  told  the  following  story  to 
show  that  the  whole  movement 
leading  to  the  establishment  of 
Methodist  hospitals  and  homes 
springs  from  the  printed  word: 

“In  1881  the  editor  of  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  then  published  in 
New  York  City,  wrote  a  searching 
editorial  pointing  out  that  in  all  the 
United  States  there  was  not  a  single 
Methodist  hospital.  He  argued  that 
a  church  that  professed  loyalty  to 
the  Great  Physician  must  be  con¬ 
demned  for  not  following  Jesus  in 
his  concern  for  the  sick. 

“Over  in  Brooklyn,  across  the  East 
River,  a  Methodist  layman,  George 
I.  Seney,  read  and  pondered  these 
words.  The  next  morning  he  called 
on  Editor  Buckley.  ‘I’ve  read  the 


editorial,’  he  said.  ‘I  agree  with  you 
that  we  should  have  a  Methodist 
hospital.  I  have  $100,000  that  will 
be  available  shortly,  and  I  think 
some  of  my  friends  will  help.  If 
you  will  consent  to  be  the  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  I’ll  put 
this  in  your  hands  to  start  a  hos¬ 
pital  in  Brooklyn.’ 

“This  was  done,  of  course,  and  to¬ 
day  the  most  impressive  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  buildings  of  the  Brooklyn 
Methodist  Hospital  is  the  Buckley 
Pavilion,  a  memorial  to  the  editor 
and  publicist  who  put  the  Methodist 
Church  into  the  hospital  business. 

“Incidentally,  may  I  make  a  com¬ 
ment?  I  do  not  know  whether  The 
Christian  Advocate  was  in  the  red 
or  in  the  black  that  year.  Usually, 
to  the  dismay  of  certain  people 
whose  standards  of  success  have 
been  borrowed  from  business,  it  has 
been  in  the  red.  But  really,  now, 
what  difference  did  it  make  if  that 
year  the  Advocate  lost  $5,000  or 

$10,000  if  it  sparked  a  movement 
that  resulted  in  72  hospitals  across 
the  land  with  assets  of  $205,000,000 
and  which  last  year  rendered  about 
$5,000,000  in  free  service?” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


the 

broadcaster 

j.  Daniel  Barron 

Hr.  Editor,  inasmuch  as  one 
kindly  soul — half  my  readers — has 
urged  me  to  set  out  more  at  length 
,ny  views  on  the  touchy  problem  of 
limited  pastoral  tenure,  I  ask  for 
more  space  tqday. 

I  set  them  down  in  a  harum- 
scarum  way  just  as  they  emerge  in 
my  disorderly  mind.  Incidentally, 
t’11  number  them,  so  I’ll  come  near¬ 
er  knowing  what  I’m  talking  about, 
and  both  my  readers  can  better  do 
the  same. 

1.  The  length  of  a  pastorate 

should  be  determined  by  the  length 
cf  the  pastor,  which  invariably  is 
short.  I  know  of  one  brother  who  is 
zs  tall  as  Jack’s  Bean  Stalk.  Most 
of  us,  to  put  it  on  the  slightly  brutal 
side,  are  four-footers.  Though  we 
see  ourselves  in  the  Funny  House 
mirror,  which  elongates  us  to  six¬ 
teen-footers,  the  poor  people  look 
at  us  through  their  realistic  bi¬ 
focals.  :  r-t-j 

2.  Human  affinities,  as  well  as 
human  limitations,  call  for  limited 
pastorates.  Any  person  attracts 
some  people  and  at  the  same  time 
repels  other  people.  A  pastor  thus 
attracts  some  and  repels  others. 

He  is  a  rare  saint  if  he  does  not 
unconsciously  build  special  per¬ 
sonal  bonds  of  friendship  with  the 
attracted  ones  in  his  parish. 

He  is  a  genius  if  he  can  break 
through  the  barrier  of  dislike  on 
the  part  of  the  fellowship  on  the 
outside. 

The  upshot  of  the  purely  human 
situation  is  that  he  ministers  crea¬ 
tively  to  a  fragment  of  his  church. 

|  The  unattracted  merely  go  along. 

A  reasonably  frequent  breakup 
of  such  relationship,  affording  op¬ 
portunity  for  new  and  different 
pastoral  bonds  to  be  formed,  would 
make  for  fresh  vitality  in  the 
churches. 

We  tend  to  get  drunk  on  the  de¬ 
lights  of  fellowship  with  the 
cronies  we  attract  and  in  our  stupor 
fail  to  apprehend  the  widespread 
unrest  that  prevails  in  the  church 
as  a  whole.  We  are  sure  that  the 
goose  hangs  high,  when  what  really 
is  hanging  there  is  a  noose — for  us. 

3.  The  strange  forces  of  affinity 
work  also  in  a  pastor’s  relation  to 
t,le  people  beyond  his  church.  They 
make  it  possible  for  him  to  exert 
influence  on  some  and  stop  him  cold 
m  his  tracks  on  the  part  of  others. 
Many  people  will  pass  up  a  pastor 
°f  superior  gifts  and  be  attracted  to 
one  of  lesser  qualities  of  mind.  This 
is  not  rational  but  it  is  human. 

1  ve  always  been  amazed  at  how 
well  the  churches  I  have  served 
*ave  made  out  under  my  successors, 
^md  so  have  you,  brother.  And  so 
will  you,  long-long-timer. 

There  is  no  purgative  for  a 
Preacher’s  pride  quite  so  effective 
as  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
churches  he  leaves.  And  it  tastes 
like  castor  oil. 

Maturity  of  years  has  brought  to 
•n e  the  solid  satisfaction  of  knowl- 
ng  that  I  am  not  the  only  Moses 
AtVt0  lead  the  children  of  Israel, 
first  it  hurt  and  then  it  healed, 
the  Moses  that  comes  after  the 
oses  that  was  will  possess  the  af- 
ruties  that  will  enable  him  to  lead 
that  the  former  deliverer 
c°uld  not  dent. 

Therefore  a  change  of  leaders, 
°w  and  then,  gives  God  a  chance 
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Centenary  College  Professor’s  Wife 

Writes  Biography  Of 

Jessie  Sampler 

By  Margaret  McDonald 


The  first  biography  of  Jessie 
Sampter  has  been  written  by  Mrs. 
Bruno  Strauss,  whose  life,  in  many 
respects,  parallels  that  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  poetess  and  journalist. 

“White  Fire”  is  being  published 
by  the  Reconstructionist  Press  of 
New  York  and  is  due  to  appear  on 
the  market  sometime  in  the  spring. 

,  Mrs.  Strauss  now  is  reading  proofs 
of  the  book. 

The  Shreveport  writer  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Bruno  Strauss,  professor  of 
German  and  history  at  Centenary 
College  and  also  the  author  of  many 
published  works.  She  holds  a  doc¬ 
tor’s  degree  in  her  own  right,  has 
written  enough  books  to  form  a 
knee-high  stack  and,  what’s  more, 
has  written  them  in  two  tongues. 

“This  is  my  first  book  written  in 
English,”  Mi’s.  Strauss  admits.  “All 
the  others  were  in  German.  How¬ 
ever,  my  mother  was  educated  in 
London,  and  I  learned  English  from 
her  as  a  small  girl.” 

The  German-born  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Strauss  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1939  after  enduring  many  hardships 


to  do  with  his  servants  what  he 
could  not  do  if  they  all  remained  at 
their  posts  indefinitely. 

4.  The  pastor’s  pride  and  conceit 
hide  from  him  all  these  factors  that 
hinder  his  work  and  the  well-being 
of  the  church.  But  the  people  know 
the  truth,  though  they  will  not 
speak  of  it  to  him.  They  know  it 
would  be  best  for  the  church  and 
for  him  to  change  pastoral  relations. 
How  are  they  to  make  their  in¬ 
sights  effective  without  hurting  the 
feelings  or  actually  harming  the 
ministry  of  the  pastor  whom  they 
honor  and  respect? 

“The  limited  tenure  of  pastors,” 
said  a  layman,  “would  spare  many 
a  church  the  embarrassment  of  ask¬ 
ing  pastors  to  leave.” 

The  limited  tenure  rule  would 
work  quite  as  savingly  on  the  side 
of  the  pastor — sparing  him  the  em¬ 
barrassment  of  having  to  leave. 

When  a  pastor  is  compelled  by 
the  congregation  to  give  up  his 
plape,  it  always  hurts  the  church. 
It  '  creates  tensions  and  divisions 
and  hard  feelings.  Much  of  this 
could  be  eliminated  through  the 
exercise  of  a  reasonable  limited 
time  principle  for  pastors. 

5.  In  addition  to  the  value  of 
being  saved  from  the  embarassment 
of  being  forced  from  a  pastorate, 
the  limited  tenure  rule  would  put 
in  the  pastor’s  lap  other  values.  It 
would  yield  him  the  stimulus  of  a 
new  situation  more  often.  It  would 
give  him  a  chance  to  major  in  his 
majors — personally  and  profession¬ 
ally.  It  would  transform  many  a 
preacher  from  a  plodding  holder- 
on  into  a  pushing  holder-up.  It 
would  draw  out  powers  from  him 
and  put  joys  into  him  that  other¬ 
wise  would  never  be.  It  would 
open  field  after  field  to  him  that 
under  the  present  dry-rot  system, 
are  closed  to  him. 

6.  The  church,  too,  would  derive 
values  from  the  rule.  Remember 
that  Methodism  was  founded  and 
flourished  under  the  limited  rule. 
Put  that  alongside  the  fact  that, 
under  the  present  pastoral  “until 


under  Hitler’s  anti-Semitic  regime. 
Their  book,  “Herman  Cohen  Let¬ 
ters,”  was  written  during  the  days 
when  Dr.  Strauss  was  in  hiding  to 
escape  arrest  under  Hitler’s  order 
that  every  police  station  produce  a 
specified  quota  of  Jewish  male  pris¬ 
oners  each  month.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Strauss  met  secretly  each  day  to 
collaborate  on  the  book.  He  had 
been  a  professor  at  the  University 
of  Berlin  until  that  time. 

Like  Jessie  Sampter,  who  was 
born  to  well-to-do  New  Yorkers, 
Mrs.  Strauss  was  the  daughter  of 
well-educated  professional  people 
and  was  unaccustomed  to  hardship 
in  her  early  years.  She  says  she  be_ 
gan  reading  Jessie  Sampter’s  work 
while  still  in  Germany,  but  it  was 
not  until  1951  that  she  began  her 
book. 

Most  of  Miss  Sampter’s  works 
proved  to  be  out  of  print,  and  Mrs. 
Strauss  took  what  she  terms  “a  long 
shot”  in  writing  to  Mrs.  Edgar 
Wachelheim  of  New  Rochelle,  N. 
Y.,  only  sister  of  Miss  Sampter.  Mrs. 
Wachelheim,  on  learning  of  Mrs. 


death  you  do  part”  principle,  other 
denominations  pass  us  like  jets. 
Unlimited  pastorates,  of  course,  are 
not  the  sole  explanation  for  this 
lagging  behind  of  the  highly  effec¬ 
tive  Methodist  movement.  It  is 
equally  clear,  however,  that  such 
pastorates  are  part  of  the  explana¬ 
tion  for  the  lamentable  slow  down. 

7.  Occasionally  a  mathemati¬ 
cian,  blind  to  all  these  values,  will 
hold  out  a  handful  of  statistics  on 
frequency  of  pastoral  changes  and 
say,  “See,  we’re  having  too  many 
changes  as  it  is.” 

There  are  three  kinds  of  lies — 
white,  black,  and  statistics — and 
the  greatest  of  these  is  statistics. 

For  instance,  in  that  handful  of 
statistics  are  scores-  of  churches 
where  there  ought  to  be  a  change 
of  pastors  every  year.  They  want 
it  and  their  pastors  for  once  want 
what  they  want.  And  both  have  a 
common  need — a  change  of  pastors. 

There  are  scores  of  other  churches 
where  two-year  pastorates  work 
best  for  all  concerned. 

Others  can  put  up  with  each  other 
for  as  much  as  three  years — under 
duress. 

Now  to  take  all  these  cases  and 
lump  them  in  with  the  long  term 
pastorates  and  grind  out  some  per¬ 
centages  is  perfectly  meaningless. 

The  statistician,  more  often  than 
not,  lies  on  a  form-fitting  mattress 
and  reprimands  his  brethren,  sleep¬ 
ing  on  the  bare  floor  under  the 
bed,  for  their  wishes  to  move. 

8.  I  direct  your  attention  to  one 
final  drawback  of  the  present  sys¬ 
tem.  The  pastor  who  remains  too 
long  in  a  church  becomes  the  only 
pastor  to  those  to  whom  he  does 
become  pastor.  The  fastness  of  his 
fellowship  with  a  relatively  small 
circle  of  friends  makes  the  task  of 
his  successor  a  hard  one,  as  far  as 
these  people  are  concerned.  They 
want  their  present  pastor  to  be  as 
attractive  in  their  eyes  as  is  their 
real  pastor,  who  has  been  such  a 
close  personal  friend  so  long.  These 
intimate  bonds  turn  out  to  be 
stumbling  blocks  to  all  concerned. 


SCANNING  THE  PAGES  of  her 
recently  -  completed  biography  o  f 
Jessie  Sampter,  postess  and  journal¬ 
ist,  is  Mrs.  Bruno  Strauss  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  wife  of  Dr.  Bruno  Struss,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  German  and  history  at 
Methodist-supported  Centenary 
College.  The  book,  entitled,  “White 
Fire”,  is  Mrs.  Strauss’s  first  work 
in  English,  and  the  Reconstruction¬ 
ist  Press  has  promised  spring  pub¬ 
lication.  All  Mrs.  Strauss’s  previous 
books  have  been  written  in  Ger¬ 
man.  (Photo  by  Wayne  Alfred) 

Strhuss’s  plans  for  the  biography, 
provided  letters,  records,  pictures 
and  a  wealth  of  material  for  the 
book. 

The  Strauss’s  son,  Albert,  now  an 
English  instructor  at  Yale  Universi¬ 
ty,  also  visited  Mrs.  Wachelheim  in 
the  summer  of  1952  and  obtained 
additional  material. 

Further  information  and  letters 
were  secured  from  Dr.  Wright  Hub¬ 
bard,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
DeMerle-Wright,  who  was  Jessie 
Sampter’s  minister  during  his  life¬ 
time. 

“Jessie’s  story  proved  to  be  as 
fascinating  as  I  knew  it  would  be,” 
Mrs.  Strauss  claims.  “She  spent 
many  years  in  quest  of  religion  and 
eventually  returned  to  her  Jewish 
heritage.  After  World  War  I,  she 
went  to  Palestine  and  used  her 
wealth  to  build  that  country.  She 
was  a  herald  of  peace  with  the 
Arabs,  and  much  of  her  philosophy 
is  applicable  to  the  situation  today.” 

During  all  this  period,  Miss 
Sampter  kept  up  with  her  writing. 
Her  best  known  book  of  poetry  is 
entitled,  “Brand  Plucked  from  the 
Fire,”  and  the  title  of  Mrs.  Strauss’ 
book  also  is  the  title  of  one  of  Miss 
Sampter’s  most  significant  poems. 

Stricken  with  polio  at  the  age  of 
30,  Miss  Sampter  was  physically 
handicapped  during  her  later  life, 
but  she  never  permitted  this  handi¬ 
cap  to  interfere  with  her  work.  Mrs; 
Strauss,  who  also  has  been  in  ill 
health  for  many  years  and  finds 
walking  difficult,  also  is  a  woman 
of  such  indefatigable  energies  that 
few  realize  her  physical  limitations. 

Like  Jessie  Sampter,  Mrs.  Strauss 
always  has  been  deeply  interested 
in  Zionism,  which  probably  is  one 
of  the  reasons  she  became  engrossed 
in  the  story  of  Miss  Sampter. 

Since  Miss  Sampter  had  written 
articles  for  the  magazine,  “The 
Reconstructionist,”  for  many  years, 
Mrs.  Strauss  chose  the  Reconstruc¬ 
tionist  Press  as  publishers  for  her 
book.  Officials  of  the  publishing 
firm  welcomed  the  biography  as  the 
answer  to  a  long-felt  need  for  the 
complete  story  of  the  life  and 
works  of  Miss  Sampter,  who  died 
in  1938. 

The  book  soon  will  join  other 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Editorial 


Louisiana  Entertains  Jurisdictional  ^Meetings 

Louisiana  Methodism  has  the  unusual  privilege  of  entertaining 
two  Jurisdictional  conferences  this  year,  that  of  the  annual 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Woman’s  Society  Conference  and 
the  quadrennial  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference.  The  Wo¬ 
man’s  Conference  is  in  session  this  week  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  and  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  will  con¬ 
vene  in  New  Orleans  late  in  June. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  includes  the  eight  states  of  Kan¬ 
sas,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  Texas,  New  Mexico, 
and  Louisiana,  and  members  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  include  six  representatives  from  each  of  the  15  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  Jurisdiction,  the  Jurisdictional  officers,  the 
Bishops,  and  members  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions  residing  within  the  Jurisdiction.  Approximately 
600  members  and  visitors  are  expected  for  the  three  day  session. 

We  are  confident  that  we  express  the  sentiment  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  when  we  welcome  the  Jurisdictional  Society  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  pray  that  its  conference  will  be  a  helpful  and  fruitful  one. 

Reporting  c EWl  ^he  News 

As  might  be  expected  the  editors  receive  a  number  of  letters 
from  time  to  time  expressing  agreement  or  disagreement 
with  published  statements,  articles,  items  of  news,  emphases, 
etc.,  in  this  publication.  The  editors  appreciate  these  communica¬ 
tions  regardless  of  the  point  of  view  which  the  writers  take  for  such 
communications  reflect  what  some  Methodists  are  thinking  about 
questions  under  discussion. 

One  recent  letter,  however,  had  a  statement  which  we  believe 
would  be  of  interest  of  many  of  our  readers.  That  writer  felt  that 
too  much  space  is  being  given  in  the  publication  to  new  church 
buildings  and  renovation  programs,  and  not  enough  space  to  reports 
from  churches  on  matters  of  revival  meetings,  additions  to  church 
membership,  and  other  matters  which  indicate  spiritual  rather  than 
material  growth.  We  make  no  defense  or  apology  for  what  seems  to 
be  an  over-emphasis  on  news  about  church  building  programs,  save 
to  say  that  we  endeavor  to  publish  “religious  news”  as  it  happens 
and  this'diappens  to  be  an  era  in  which  a  tremendous  amount  of 
churchbuilding  is  being  done.  A  check  of  the  conference  journals 
will  show  that  in  this  Episcopal  Area  each  succeeding  year  reflects 
a  substantial  rise  in  the  value  of  church  buildings  and  parsonages, 
and  this  is  in  keeping  with  what  is  happening  throughout  America. 
People  who  make  a  study  of  this  matter  say  that  1956  will  be  an¬ 
other  record  year  in  the  amount  of  money  spent  for  church  build¬ 
ings.  (  •  -- 

The  letter  did  raise  some  other  questions,  however,  in  our  mind. 
The  church  buildings  we  need,  and  every  news  story  about  them  is 
welcomed,  but  if  this  is  all  the  “news”  that  our  churches  can  gen¬ 
erate,  then  something  indeed  is  wrong.  Obviously,  that  is  not  the 
case.  However,  in  the  thinking  of  some  who  contribute  news  for 
publication,  there  may  be  need  for  giving  more  attention  to  re¬ 
porting  many  other  achievements  than  the  completion  of  the  new 
educational  building  or  the  new  roof  on  the  parsonage. 

c&hey  ‘Wait  f&o  5Be  forced 

Pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board  from  many  angles  asking  that  it  bar  the  serving  of  liq¬ 
uor  on'  planes  as  a  safety  measure.  To  date  these  many  re¬ 
quests  from  many  sources  have  been  of  no  avail. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  three  bills  in  the  Senate  and  two 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  which,  if  any  of  them  becomes  a 
law,  will  force  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  to  bar  the-  serving  of 
liquor  in  planes  in  flight. 

Senator  Neuberger,  in  presenting  his  bill  said,  “The  sanction  of 
drinking  per  se  is  not  here  at  issue.  It  is  a  matter  of  safety.”  One 
would  not  think  that  it  would  require  action  by  national  Congress 
to  stop  the  sale  of  liquor  on  planes  in  flight.  \t  appears,  however, 
that  those  who  should  voluntarily  stop  this  dangerous  custom  are 
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waiting  to  be  forced.  Those  who  should  know  seem'  to  think  that 
Congress  will  take  care  of  the  matter. 


c&he  ‘Distinctive  cD&ission 
Of  c&he  (Christian  Qhurch 

his  is  a  day  of  specialization  in  practically  all  fields  of  endeav¬ 
or.  Hence  it  is  that  we  have  people,  who  are  very  efficient  in 
one  highly  specialized  field  of  labor,  who  find  themselves  at 
a  big  disadvantage  when  attempting  to  work  in  another  field  where 
they  are  lacking  in  both  training  and  talents. 

In  this  highly  specialized  world,  the  church  now,  as  in  the  cen¬ 
turies  past,  has  a  distinctive  mission.  That  mission  is  to  bring  to 
Christ  and  the  Christian  church  the  unchurched  masses  and  to 
build  everywhere  Christian  character  through  the  development  of 
spiritual  life.  In  this  mission,  the  ultimate  objective  always  is  to 
build  a  better  world  in  which  Christian  ideals  become  the  common¬ 
ly  accepted  way  of  life. 

So  long  as  the  Christian  church,  led  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
holds  to  that  mission  and  is  directed  by  the  highly  trained  person¬ 
nel  the  church  has  developed,  it  is  in  a  field  all  its  own.  It  is  work-  ■ 
ing  at  the  most  challenging  job  imaginable  and,  in  such  a  mission, 
it  has  no  serious  competition. 

We  realize,  of  course,  that  in  carrying  out  this  mission,  it  is 
necessary  for  the  church  to  be  interested  in  practically  every  phase 
of  human  life.  This  is  true  because  you  cannot  have  life  —  human 
life  —  without  people  and  the  church  is  always  interested  in  people 
wherever  they  are. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  our  feeling  that,  when  the  church  does  con¬ 
cern  itself  about  the  many  activities  of  life  outside  of  what  is  com¬ 
monly  thought  of  as  the  “work  of  the  church,”  as  it  will  and  must, 
it  should  be  sure  that  the  basic  purpose  in  so  doing  is  to  help  people 
spiritually.  That  help  should  be  direct  and  immediate  if  possible,  if 
not,  then  indirect  and  ultimately. 

The  interest  the  church  has  in  the  business  world,  the  world 
of  politics,  the  field  of  labor,  the  home,  the  educational  and  social 
life  of  people  is  not,  we  may  be  sure,  simply  to  have  a  part  in  the 
various,  controversial  matters  which  so  often  arise  within  these 
various  interests.  The  service  the  church  renders  in  such  “extension 
work”  is  not  an  end  in  itself.  It  is  a  rqeans  by  which  to  advance  the 
mission  of  the  church  which  is  to  minister  to  the  whole  life  and 
the  whole  of  life. 

The  Great  Commission  is  the  biggest  job  ever  committed  to 
human  hands  and  hearts.  The  church  weakens  itself  and  betrays  its 
mission  whenever  it  is  content  to  give  its  time  and  talents  to  mat¬ 
ters  of  less  concern. 
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/i  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


USING  OUR  GAINS 


In  the  twelfth  chapter  of  proverbs  is  this  bit  of  wisdom:  “The  slothful 
rnan  roasteth  not  that  which  he  took  in  hunting,  but  the  precious  substance 
0f  man  is  to  the  diligent.” 

This  homely  proverb  calls  to  my  mind  a  hunting  camp.  Most  men  are 
fond  of  huntipg.  In  fact  there  is  such  a  thrill  in  the 
chase  that  even  a  lazy  man  likes  to  hunt.  But  the  dress¬ 
ing  and  roasting  of  the  animals  caught  are  not  so  en¬ 
gaging.  Hence  the  sportsman,  having  made  his  kill  or 
catch,  leaves  the  drudgery  to  the  paid  guides.  The  zest 
of  the  chase  ends  with  the  catching. 

That  is  the  truth  in  the  old  proverb,  “The  slothful 
man  roasteth  not  that  which  he  took  in  hunting.” 

This  principle  may  be  seen  in  almost  every  sphere 
of  living.  We  are  better  at  hunting  than  we  are  in  de¬ 
veloping  what  we  catch. 

Take  it  in  the  matter  of  health.  What  eager  hunt¬ 
ers  of  health  we  are.  What  time  and  travel  we  spend  in  seeking  out  climates 
and  cures  which  will  add  to  our  physical  powers.  But  how  fully  do  we  use 
these  physical  senses  for  whose  health  we  are  so  concerned? 

Contrast  the  full  rich  life  enjoyed  by  the  crippled  slave  Epictetus  with 
the  meager  satisfactions  that  some  of  us  get  out  of  our  ample  modern  eri- 
vironment  with  our  healthy  senses. 

Or  when  I  compare  how  much  Helen  Keller  gets  through  her  three 
senses  with  what  I  do  with  my  five  healty  ones,  she  seems  to  me  like  the 
artists  Paganini  making  exquisite  melody  on  one  or  two  remaining  strings 
of  a  damaged  violin,  while  I  seem  like  a  village  trap  drummer  surrounded 
by  all  sorts  of.  instruments  which  I  hit  only  occasionally.  When  we  think 
how  much  life  we  miss  with  our  healthy  senses,  we  merit  Jesus’  rebuking 
question,  “Having  eyes,  see  ye  not?  And  having  ears,  hear  ye  not?” 

Or  turn  to  the  realm  of  our  material  possessions.  There  is  a  thrill  in 
acquiring  possession  of  beautiful  properties,  in  building  a  home,  in  collect¬ 
ing  books  or  art.  But  we  do  not  really  own  a  thing  when  we  have  put  the 


label  of  property  ownership  upon  it.  We  spiritually  possess  it  only  when  it 
becomes  food  for  our  minds  and  souls. 

An  American  statesman  tells  of  visiting  Herman  Goering  in  1940  at 
that  colossal  place  which  the  latter  had  built  outside  of  Berlin.  Goering  had 
collected  treasures  from  all  the  plundered  corners  of  Europe.  Specimens  of 
finest  art  stood  alongside  the  cheapest  chromos.  The  vulgarity  of  the  place 
and  the  lack  of  discrimination  showed  that  the  owner  did  not  appreciate 
the  value  of  what  he  had  collected. 

We  may  adorn  our  walls  with  exquisite  pictures  and  line  our  shelves 
with  rare  editions.  But  it  is  the  books  and  art  we  mentally  devour  which 
enrich  our  souls.  And  many  are  the  hunters  of  wealth  and  art  who  do  not 
roast  that  which  they  take  in  hunting. 

Or  carry  our  proverb  over  into  the  realm  of  invention  and  discovery. 
Man  with  his  God-given  endowments  of  curiosity  and  creativity  is  ever 
dazzling  the  world  with  new  inventions.  When  I  think  of  the  amazing  won¬ 
ders  of  TV  and  radio,  I  remember  what  Henry  Thoreau  cynically  said  when 
he  learned  of  the  laying  of  the  Atlantic  cable.  Thoreau’s  caustic  comment 
was,  “Yes,  it’s  Wonderful,  but  probably  the  first  news  that  comes  over  will 
be  that  Princess  Adelaide  has  the  whopping  cough.” 

Alas,  our  means  of  communication  do  sometimes  seem  to  improve  fast¬ 
er  than  what  we  have  to  say  over  them.  We  perfect  our  devices  but  we  do 
not  develop  them  to  furnish  food  for  our  souls. 

Or  turn  to  the  sphere  of  friendship  and  family  ties.  We  speak  of  win¬ 
ning  a  friend  or  winning  a  wife.  And  truly  to  go  out  and  capture  the  heart 
of  another  is  just  about  the  most  exciting  and  satisfying  game  there  is.  And 
yet  how  we  fail  to  develop  the  friends  we  have,  in  ©ur  ambition  to  enlarge 
our  social  circles.  And,  alas,  how  many  wreck  the  romance  of  their  first 
love  in  their  restless  chase  after  new  thrills! 

We  Americans  talk  about  our  freedoms.  Think  how  much  blood  was 
shed  to  win  for  us  the  right  to  vote. 

Yet  scarcely  more  than  half  of  our  citizens  take  the  trouble  to  cast  the 
ballots  for  which  our  fathers  bled.  And  more  than  a  majority  of  us  do  not 
exert  ourselves  to  enter  once  a  week  the  churches  which  our  ancestors  died 
to  keep  open.  ' 

Some  years  ago  I  spent  a  night  in  Nazareth.  I  thought  what  a  primitive 
place  it  would  be  to  stay  in  for  a  month.  Yet  Jesus  lived  there  for  thirty 
years  and  made  His  the  richest  life  the  world  has  known.  He  made  so  much 
out  of  so  little.  We  make  so  little  out  of  so  much. 


The 
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Layman's  Column 

B;r 

Charles  A.  Stack 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


DELINQUENT  ANGELS 

For  three  years  the  writer  has  served  on 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Arkansas  Boys’ 
Industrial  School.  In  these  short  years  I  have 
learned  a  lot  more  about  boys  and  something  of 
their  family  backgrounds.  Out  of  these  exper¬ 
iences  have  come  stories  of  family  crime,  un¬ 
faithful  parents,  unstable  home  life,  all  of  which 
helped  to  send  the  boys  to  our  school.  I  have 
also  had  my  heart  warmed  as  I  talked  from  time 
to  time  with  the  boys,  and  found  that  a  teenager 
has  marvelous  powers  of  spiritual  recovery  when 
placed  in  a  better  atmosphere.  It, is  almost  un¬ 
believable  how  most  of  the  boys  are  reacting 
to  the  warm  but  firm  life  of  the  school. 

Two  years  ago  the  Board  made  out  a  set  of 
long-range  plans  to  use  as  a  pattern  to  go  by  in 
trying  to  improve  conditions  at  the  school.  The 
readers  will  be  glad  to  know,  I  am  sure,  that 
a  number  of  these  plans  have  become  realities, 
and  that  things  are  moving  well  toward  the  real¬ 
ization  of  more  'of  the  dreams.  One  of  the  points 
m  the  long-range  plan  was  to  attempt  to  secure 
a  full-time  chaplain  and  to  use  him  in  helping 
the  boys  to  understand  things  of  the  spirit  more 
fully.  Rev.  E.  A.  Richmond  has  been  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  well  over  a  year,  as  a  teacher  in  the  school, 
and  as  chaplain  and  counsellor  to  the  boys.  The 
results  of  his  ministry  are  being  constantly 
shown  in  the  life  of  the  boys.  As  many  small 
Pocket  testaments  as  we  are  able  to  secure  have 
een  distributed,  and  most  of  the  boys  carry 
them  constantly. 

But  even  though  we  have  ample  proof  of 
he  results  of  our  good  chaplain’s  work,  a  word 
of  testimony  from  one  of  the  boys  themselves, 
received  a  few  days  ago,  was  the  most  heart¬ 
warming  proof  yet  received  of  the  results  of 
rs  ministry.  A  boy  walked  up  to  Brother  Rich- 
iiond  and  said,  “I  prayed  my  first  prayer  in 
Public  out  loud  yesterday,  and  done  all  right.” 

tde  “done  all  right.”  Of  course  he  did.  The 
ngels  in  heaven  sang  with  joy  as  this  dirty- 
aced  angel  on  earth  “done  all  right.”  God  Him- 
• e  t  watched  and  strengthened  that  boy.  Why, 
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“THESE  THINGS  WE  BELIEVE” 

Sixty-five  members  of  the  Official  Board 
of  the  Morrow  Memorial  Church  (Ralph  Emer¬ 
son  Davis,  Minister),  Maplewood,  N.  J.,  recently 
placed  a  half-page  “advertisement”  in  the  com¬ 
munity’s  News-Record.  These  sixty-five  leaders 
of  the  church  (58  of  them  men)  announced  a 
ten-point  statement  of  “These  Things  We  Be¬ 
lieve”  —  and  invited  like-minded  people  who 
“do  not  now  have  a  church  affiliation”  to  join 
them.  Said  the  Official  Board  members: 

“Convinced  that  a  time  has  come  when  the 
religious  situation,  no  less  than  the  worldwide 
political  and  economic,  calls  for  the  attention  of 
thoughtful  people,  and  because  of  the  need  to 
re-establish  spiritual  foundations,  we  the  under¬ 
signed  wish  to  publicly  express  the  following 
convictions: 

“1.  We'believe  that  life  has  little  value  until 
it  is  lifted  up  and  enriched  with  spiritual  mean¬ 
ing.  ‘Where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish.’ 

“2.  We  believe  that  the  facts  of  existence 
point  unmistakably  to  the  reality  of  God  and 
that  only  within  the  framework  of  His  plan  and 
purpose  can  the  fullness  of  life  be  achieved. 

“3.  We  believe  that  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
provide  the-  best  blueprint  of  the  world  as  it 
should  be  and  as  we  want  it,  and  that  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  His  life  provides  the  moral  energy 
with  which  to  build  that  world. 

“4.  We  believe  that  the  strenuousness  with 
which  many  of  us  are  pursuing  business  and  so¬ 
cial  activities  tends  to  lead  us  unwittingly  to 
neglect  spiritual  values  and  creates  an  inward 
impoverishment. 

“5.  We  believe  that  both  juvenile  and  adult 


of  course  he  “done  all  right.”  Methodists  in  Ark¬ 
ansas  and  Louisiana,  you  who  know  better  than 
to  use  this  brand  of  grammar,  have  you  the 
courage  of  this  “juvenile  delinquent”  to  try  for 
the  first  time  praying  “in  public  out  loud?”  May¬ 
be  a  lot  of  us  could  receive  some  new  spiritual 
strength  from  a  correctional  school  citizen  whom 
we  want  to  call  a  social  liability,  but  who  tried 
to  talk  to  God,  and  “done  all  right.” 
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delinquency,  in  many  cases  mental  disturbances 
and  certainly  communism,  are  the  results  of 
irreligious  patterns  of  life,  and  this  calls  for  a 
recovery  of  religious  faith. 

“6.  We  believe  that  the  American  tradition 
of  going  to  church  and  joining  like-minded  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  Sabbath  in  the  worship  of  God  is  an 
indispensable  source  of  character  and  good  citi¬ 
zenship.  A  God-centered  philosophy  is  essential 
for  our  American  way  of  life. 

“7.  We  believe  in  the  Christian  church.  We 
hold  that  it  is  a  principal  agency  through  which 
God  manifests  His  will  and  that  it  is  the  best 
organization  for  carrying  out  His  mandates. 

'8.  We  baliev^-in  the  power  of  example  and 
that  children  and  young  people  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  become  spiritually  minded  unless  they 
see  it  exhibited  in  the  actions  of  their  elders. 

“9.  We  believe  that  regular  church  attend¬ 
ance  and  the  formation  of  other  important  re¬ 
ligious  habits  such  as  Bible  reading,  prayer  and 
grace  before  meals,  far  from  being  old-fashioned, 
are  decidedly  new-fashioned  and  are  urgently 
called  for  today. 

10.  We  believe  that  these  convictions  are 
shared  by  thoughtful  people  throughout  the 
community.  We  further  believe  that  the  time 
is  now\  here  when  each  of  us  must  take  them 
more  seriously  and  assume  a  greater  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  maintenance  of  the  spiritual  life. 
To  this  end  we  invite  all  persons  to  join  in  a 
renewed  loyalty  to  the  Christian  faith  and  to 
the  churches  which  preserve  and  proclaim  it. 

“If  the  foregoing  convictions  appear  valid 
and  you  do  not  now  haye  a  church  affiliation, 
we  extend  you  a  most  cordial  welcome  to  meet 
with  us  at  Morrovi_  Memorial  Church,  working 
and  worshipping  for  the  glory  of  God.  In  Mor¬ 
row  you  do  more  than  join  a  church,  you  join 
other  members  in  friendship  and  Christian  ser¬ 
vice.” 

This  was  followed  by  the  names  of  the  65 
laymen,  plus  those  of  their  two  ministers. 

We  commend  this  type  of  constructive  “ad¬ 
vertising”  to  other  official  boards,  church  coun¬ 
cils,  committees  on  peace  and  temperance  and 
evangelism  and  social  concern.  Let  your  com¬ 
munity  know  (over  your  signature)  what  you 
individually  and  what  your  group  believe.  What 
better  way  to  tell  the  Gospel  —  and  arouse  the 
indifferent?  This  is  lay  witnessing:  it  helps  the 
signer,  the  reader,  and  the  “general  public.” 
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Boy  Scouts  Establish  Award  Honoring 
Pioneer  Methodist 


Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (RNS)  — 
A  special  hiking  award  in  memory 
of  Bishop  Frahcis  Asbury,  pioneer 
circuit  -  riding  preacher  and  first 
American  bishop  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  established  by 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Called  the  Asbury  Trail  Award 
and  comprising  a  gold-plated  medal 
and  a  certificate,  it  will  be  given 
Exployer  Scouts  who  complete  a 
reading  course  in  the  life  of  Bishop 
Asbury  and  hike  the  old  Cataloochee 
trace  between  here  and  Cosby, 
Tenn. 

First  blazed  by  Cherokee  Indians, 
the  35-mile  Cataloochee  trace  cuts 
through  rugged  wilderness  across 
the  Appalachians.  Bishop  Asbury’s 
journal  records  that  he  crossed  the 
then  uncharted  Appalachians  more 
than  60  times  while  traveling  270,- 


Canaaian  Salvation  Army 
Dedicates  New  Headquarters 

Toronto  (RNS)  —  A  moderij, 
eleven-story  building,  constructed  at 
a  cost  of  $1,500,000  was  dedicated 
here  as  the  new  headquarters  of 
the  Salvation  Army  in  Canada. 

It  replaces  a  structure  on  the 
same  site  used  by  the  Army  for 
70  years. 

General  Wilfred  Kitching  of  Lon¬ 
don,  international  head  of  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army,  officiated  at  the  cere¬ 
monies.  He  was  assisted  by  four 
S.  A.  commissioners  from  the  United 
States  and  Governor-General  Vin¬ 
cent  Massey  of  Canada. 

More  than  2,000  persons  attended 
the  event.  Most #  of  them  saw  the 
proceedings  over  closed-circuit  tele¬ 
vision  provided  in  every  room  of 
the  center. 

Cemented  into  the  wall  of  the- 
new  building’s  third  floor  is  the 
chipped  and  battered  keystone  that 
once  straddled  the  old  headquarters 
front  door.  The  gray  stone  bears 
one  word:  “Hallelujah.” 

Some  200  full-time  S.  A.  officers 
will  be  housed  in  the  new  head¬ 
quarters.  They  will  administer  the 
affairs  of  50,000  uniformed  Salva¬ 
tionists  in  500  citadels  and  other  in¬ 
stitutions  across  the  country. 


Sees  Tads'  Gnawing 
Away  at  Church 

Lincoln,  Neb.  (RNS)— A  promin¬ 
ent  Methodist  minister  warned  here 
against  “the  cult  of  irrationality  and 
emotionalism,  the  cult  of  faith  heal¬ 
ing,  and  the  vogue  for  quick  and 
easy  answers  wrapped  up  in  a  ‘pos¬ 
itive  thinking’  bundle.” 

Dr.  Harold  Bosley  of  Evanston, 
Ill.,  former  dean  of  Duke  University 
Divinity  School  at  Durham,  N.  C., 
said  these  “three  fads”  are  gnaw¬ 
ing  away  at  the  strength  and  health 
of  the  church  today. 

He  spoke  at  the  convocation  of 
the  Nebraska  Council  of  Churches. 

“It’s  hard  to  be  sensible  about 
matters  of  the  spirit  that  reach  in¬ 
to  the  roots  of  our  emotions,”  Dr. 
Bosley  said,  “but  it  is  necessary. 

“We  have  gotten  in  the  habit  of 
taking  church  thought  and  form 
for  granted  without  thinking  there 
is  or  could  be  other  thought  and 
form.  Let’s  be  sensible  about  relig¬ 
ion.  We  can  think,  even  if  we  don’t 
want  to  and  do  so  only  under 
duress. 

“It’s  our  duty  to  preach  the  Gos¬ 
pel  whether  it  makes  people  com¬ 
fortable  or  not.  We  are  called  to 
be  “faithful,”  not  ‘comfortable’.” 


000  miles  to  preach  16,000  time  be¬ 
tween  1771  and  1816. 

Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark,  secretary  of 
the  Association  of  Methodist  His- 
torial  Societies  here,  said  the  organ¬ 
ization  has  prepared  the  reading  as¬ 
signments  for  the  hiking  medal.  He 
said  the  Methodist  Historial  So¬ 
ciety  of  Western  North  Carolina  had 
joined  with  the  Boy  Scouts  in  spon¬ 
soring  the  project. 


Teen-agers  Get  226  'First 
Commitments'  in  Pilot 
Evangelistic  Mission 

Youngstown,  O.  (RNS) — In  a  pilot 
evangelistic  mission  here,  teen-age 
Methodists  gained  “first  commit¬ 
ments”  to  follow  Christ  from  226 
unchurched  youths. 

Another  207  young  people,  who 
had  been  inactive  in  church  affairs, 
signed  renewals  of  previous  Vows. 

The  226  youths  who  had  no¬ 
church  ties  signed  cards  saying  they 
“accept  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour 
and  Lord  and  will  try  to  follow 
His  way.” 

Twenty  Methodist  churches  of  the 
Youngstown  area  and  other  Ohio 
communities  participated  in  the 
campaign.  Weekend  visits  were 
made  by  245  area  teen-agers,  aided 
by  60  from  across  the  state.  A  num¬ 
ber  accompanied  their  “prospects” 
to  basketball  games  and  dances. 

The  mission — first  in  the  country 
on  a  Methodist  District  level — was 
a  test.  Denominational  officials  will 
evaluate  the  results  to  decide 
whether  the  “Christian  witness  mis¬ 
sion”  should  be  made  a  part  of  the 
Church’s  evangelistic  program. 

Glen  Mingledorff  of  the  denomin¬ 
ation’s  youth  department,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  observed  the  operation.  He 
and  the  Rev.  William  L.  Brown, 
pastor  of  Delason  Methodist  church 
here  and  local  leader  of  the  experi¬ 
ment,  termed  the  mission  a  success 
statistically.  But  they  cautioned  that 
“only  time  will  tell  its  total  effect 
on  the  program  of  the  local  church¬ 
es.” 


San  Francisco  (RNS) — The  Rev. 
Alan  Walker  of  Sydney,  Austrialia, 
arrived  here  with  his  wife  and  four 
children  to  spend  the  rest  of  the 
year  leading  a  Methodist  Mission  to 
America  in  major  U.  S.  cities.  He 
also  will  conduct  a  Mission  to  the 
Nation  for  the  United  Church  of 
Canada. 

For  the  past  three  years,  Mr. 
Walker  has  led  successful  annual 
Methodist  Missions  t  o  Australia. 
Last  year  he  was  awarded  the  Order 
of  the  British  Empire  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  in  recognition  of  his 
work. 

The  family  will  live  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  headquarters  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Evangeism  which 
is  sponsoring  his  visit,  while  Mr. 
Walker  is  on  his  evangelistic  tours. 

Mr.  Walker’s  first  scheduled 
speaking  engagement  in  the  U.  S.  is 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  February 
26. 

The  45 -year-old  evangelist  told 
reporters  here  that  his  messages 
stress  the  people’s  need  of  God  and 
the  necessity  for  Christians  to  “come 
to  grips”  with  national  and  inter¬ 
national  issues. 

In  this  connection,  he  pointed  out 


Reports  Religion  Grows  Stronger 
Among  Married  People 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  (RNS) — Stud¬ 
ies  by  Prof.  E.  Lowell  Kelly,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Michigan  psychologist,  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  religious  attitude  of 
both  men  and  women  is  stronger 
after  20  years  of  married  life. 

He  said  the  finding  was  the  most 
significant  change  noted  in  his  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  basic  attitudes  of  300 
couples  whom  he  had  first  contact¬ 
ed  when  they  became  engaged  dur¬ 
ing  the  days  of  depression  when 
cynicism  and  pessimism  were  pre¬ 
valent. 

Those  studied  were  largely  from 
the  New  England  area  and  bom- 
prised  people  “somewhat  above 
average  in  intelligence  and  educa¬ 
tion  and  somewhat  more  interest¬ 
ed  in  what  makes  the  world  go 
round,”  Prof.  Kelly  said. 

Of  the  300  original  couples,  he  re¬ 
ported,  only  22  broke  their  engage¬ 
ments  and  of  the  remaining  278 
marriages,  12  have  ended  in  death, 
39  in  divorce. 

The  psychologist  said  the  recent¬ 
ly  -  completed  re-survey  indicated 
the  couples  were  now  “more  real¬ 
istic  and  honest”  in  their  self-ap¬ 
praisals  than  before  their  marriages. 
■  While  their  religious  interest  grew 
with  marriage,  he  said,  their  esthetic 
interest  seemed  to  decline,  both  men 
and  women  reporting  themselves  as 
less  neat,  less  good-tempered  and 
less  broad  in  their  interests. 


Youngstown,  O.  (RNS) — Commun¬ 
ism  is  steadily  gaining  ground  in 
Southeast  Asia  and  only  Christian 
missions  can  stop  it,  Methodist  Bis- 
"hop  Hazen  G.  Werner  or  Ohio  told 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Youngs¬ 
town  Council  of  Churches  . 

Bishop  Werner,  who  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  40,000-mile,  three- 
month  tour  of  the  troubled  area,  de¬ 
clared  that  the  Asians,  “suddenly 
faced  with  an  overwhelming  urge 
for  self-expression  and  freedom  .  .  . 
have  a  dilemma  of  staggering  pro¬ 
portions.” 


that  the  Missions  to  Australia  cam¬ 
paigned  against  the  idea  of  pre¬ 
ventive  war,  against  a  developing 
“mccarthyism”  in  Austrialia,  and 
for  making  the  nation  aware  of  its 
responsibility  in  Southeast  Asia. 

WRITES  BIOGRAPHY  OF 
JESSIE  SAMPTER 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
Strauss  -  written  works  virtual¬ 
ly  an  entire  shelf  in  the  Strass 
home  at  134  East  Columbia 
St.  in  Shreveport.  Other  books  by 
Mrs.  Strauss  include  a  biography  of 
Annette  vOn  Droste-Hulshoff,  a 
compilation  of  stories  of  prominent 
Jewish  women  from  Biblical  days 
to  the  present  and  a  biography  of 
Moses  Mendelssohn,  the  philoso¬ 
pher. 

Miss  Sampter’s  sister,  after  read¬ 
ing  the  biography,  declared  that 
“Jessie  has  come  back  to  life.” 

Dr.  Strauss,  who  has  stumbled 
over  piles  of  papers  and  has  posted 
countless  data-seeking  letters  in  re¬ 
cent  months,  observed  with  sly 
humor  that  Jessie  had  “almost  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  the  family”  dur¬ 
ing  the  writing  of  the  biography. 

“It  will  be  good  to  have  the  house 


British  Methodist 
Leader  Asks 
United  Free  Church 

London  (RNS)  —  A  plea  for 
the  formation  of  a  United  Free 
Church  that  would  include  Bapt¬ 
ists,  Congregationalists  and  Meth¬ 
odists  was  made  by  Dr.  Leslie 
Weatherhead,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Conference  of  Great 
Britain. 

Writing  in  the  Methodist  Re¬ 
corder,  he  said: 

“It  is  a  sin  to.  remain  separate 
unless  vital  principles  are  in¬ 
volved.  A  United  Free  Church 
would  be  a  grand  step  forward 
toward  church  union.” 

Dr.  Weatherhead  said  he  saw 
nothing  to  keep  Methodists  and 
Congregationalists  apart  and  that 
he  also  would  welcome  an  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  Baptists. 

Dr.  Weatherhead’s  proposal 
comes  at  a  time  when  private 
discussions  between  Anglican  and 
Methodist  leaders  are  planned  on 
ways  to  achieve  closer  relations 
between  the  two  bodies. 

The  holding  of  such  discussions 
was  approved  last  year  by  the 
Methodist  Conference  and  the 
Anglican  Church  Assembly. 


In  the  midst  of  the  chaos,  he  said, 
the  Christian  missions  stand  as  a 
tremendous  force  for  good  —  but 
there  are  not  enough.  He  said  U.  S. 
foreign  aid  is  not  getting  America’s 
message  across. 

The  bishop  made  the  nine-coun¬ 
try  trip  on  assignment  from  the 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops.  It 
took  him  into  Sumatra,  Boreo,  Ma¬ 
la  y  a  ,  Indonesia,  the  Philippines, 
Burma  and  Thailand,  among  others. 

He  said  the  United  States  should 
demand  that,  “in  all  honesty,”  the 
people  in  countries  which  receive 
U.  S.  economic  aid  should  be  told 
“where  the  money  is  coming  from.” 

“The  people  don’t  know,”  he  as¬ 
serted.  “They  see  in  the  market  a 
knife  made  in  Russia  selling  below 
the  price  of  those  made  in  their 
own  country,  and  they  are  impress¬ 
ed.” 

He  added  that  the  Communists 
make  impressive  promises  which  are 
seldom  if  ever  carried  through.  “But  , 
the  message  of-  the  promises  gets  ] 
down  to  the  people,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Werner  said  Christians 
will  have  to  “greatly  expand  our  . 
missions,  and  we  must  individually 
take  our  own  Christian  faith  more 
seriously  than  ever  before.  .  .  .  R 
will  take  every  Christian  to  do  it^  j 

to  ourselves  again,”  he  said,  “now 
that  we  have  Jessie  out  of  our 
systems.” 
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Australian  Evangelist  Arrives  For 
Methodist  Mission 


Bishop  Says  Only  Missions  Can 
Stop  Communism 
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WHEN  “POSSESS”  MEANS 
SEIZE  OR  GAIN 

The  verb  “possess”  is  used  54 
times  in  the  King  James  version  of 
the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  and 
nearly  one  hunlred  times  more  in 
the  rest  of  the  Bible.  In  almost  all 
of  these  cases  it  has  the  sense  of 
seize,  acquire,  gain,  or  take  posses¬ 
sion-  of.  Deuteronomy  1:8  sets  the 
key  for  that  book:  “go  in  and  pos¬ 
sess  the  land.” 

Shakespeare  used  the  word  in 
this-  sense.  In  the  third  part  of 
King  Henry  VI,  act  I,  scene  1,  line 
26,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  encourages 
the  ambition  of  Richard  Plantagnet, 
Duke  of  York,  to  gain  Henry’s 
throne: 

“Possess  it,  York; 

For  this  is  thine  and  not  King 
Henry’s  heirs’.”  In  The  Tempest, 
III,  2,  100,  Caliban  tells  Stephano 
how  to  oust  Prospero  from  control 
of  the  Island: 

“Remember 

First  to  possess  his  books;  for 
without  them 

He’s  but  a  sot,  as  I  am,  nor  hath 
not 

One  spirit  to  command.” 

The  Greek  verb  which  the  King 
James  version  translates  by  “pur¬ 
chased”  in  Acts  1:18  and  8:20,  and 
by  “obtained”  in  Acts  22:28,  is  ren¬ 
dered  as  “possess”  in  three  other 
New  Testament  passages,  with  the 
result  that  the  English  ^reader  is 
not  aware  of  their  true  meaning. 
“In  your  patience  possess  ye  your 
souls”  (Luke  21:19)  is  correctly 
translated,  “By  your  endurance  you 
will  gain  your  lives.”  The  Phari¬ 
see’s  statement,  “I  give  tithes  of  all 
that  I  possess”  (Luke  18:12),  is 
properly  “I  give  tithes  of  all  that 
I  get”  —  this  is,  the  tithe  is  based 
upon  income  rather  than  upon  cap¬ 
ital.  Paul’s  counsel  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians  that  each  should  “know  how 
to  possess  his  vesel”  (I  Thesalonians 
4:4)  means  “know  how  to  take  a 
wife.” 

The  lagt  of  these  passages  has 
been  so  much  misunderstood  that 
it  will  be  well  to  quote  it  more  fully: 
“This  is  the  will  of  God,  your  sanc¬ 
tification:  that  you  abstain  from 


Methodist  Institutions 
Help  Wa  Millions 
Last  Year 

“A  better  state  of  health  and 
welfare  and  not  a  ‘welfare  state’  ” 
was  called  for  in  an  address  by  Dr. 
Karl  P.  Meister,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Hos¬ 
pitals  and  Homes,  at  the  board’s  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  St.  Louis  Feb.  7. 

Dr.  Meister  declared  that  “The 
correlation  between  national  groups 
such  as  hospital  associations,  med¬ 
ical  societies,  nursing  agencies,  wel¬ 
fare  and  mental  health  groups  all 
testify  to  the  desire  on  the  part 
of  society  as  a  whole  to  bring  about 
a  better  state  of  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  and  not  a  ‘welfare  state’.” 

The  hospital  executive  said  that 
the  work  of  Methodist  hospitals 
and  homes  touches  directly  the  lives 
of  1,250,000  persons  annually.  Af¬ 
filiated  with  the  board  are  72  Meth¬ 
odist  hospitals,  77  homes  for  aged, 
48  children’s  homes  and  7  homes 
for  youth — a  total  of  204  institutions 
in  all  parts  of  the  nation. 

Total  capacity  of  these  204  in¬ 
stitutions  was  reported  at  an  all- 
time  high  of  29,558.  Total  number 
of  persons  served  was  1,255,198. 
serving  on  the  staffs  of  the  204  hos¬ 
pitals  and  homes  are  39,753,  includ¬ 
ing  more  than  11,000  doctors.  The 
free  and  part-pay  services  in  these 
institutions  last  year  went  up  to 
$10,809,127.  Fifty-eight  new  build¬ 
ing  projects  were  started  during 
the  year  at  a  cost  of  $19,583,528  and 
new  buildings  and  expansion  pro¬ 
jects  in  the  drawing-board  stages 
amount  to  more  than  48  million  dol¬ 
lars. 

Commenting  on  recent  gifts  from 
the  Ford  Foundation,  which  totaled 
$7,462,000  to  Methodist  hospitals, 
Dr.  Meister  said:  “These  gifts  will 
come  as  a  God-send  to  every  in¬ 
stitution  and  should  serve  as  a 
shot  of  vitamins  to  the  church_and 
its  agencies.” 

Dr.  Meister  announced  that  he 
would  retire  as  executive  secretary 
May  1st,  but  the  board  asked  him 
to  serve  as  acting  executive  secre¬ 
tary  until  the  new  board  elects  his 
successor  when  it  organizes  for  the 
new  quadrennium.  , 

Dr.  Meister  has  devoted  42  years 


immorality;  that  each  one  of  you 
know  how  to  take  a  wife  for  him¬ 
self  in  holiness  and  honor,  not  in 
passion  of  lust  like  heathen  who  do 
not  know  God.” 

Luther  A.  Weigle 


During  1952-56  Reported 
5,000  Men’s  Groups  Chartered 

The  Methodist  Board  of  Lay  Activities  has  chartered  more  than  5,000 
Methodist  Men  groups  since  the  1952  General  Conference,  it  was  announced 
February  15  by  Robert  G.  Mayfield  of  Chicago,  executive  secretary.  On 
that  date  the  board  passed  the  9,000  mark  on  its  march  toward  the  goal 
of  10,000  new  men’s  units  by  the  1956  General  Conference. 

During  the  1948-52  quadrennium  the  board  chartered  2,770  new  groups 
of  Methodist  Men,  bringing  the  total  of  chartered  groups  up  to  4,055 
at  the  end  of  the  quadrennium.  New  charters  issued  during  the  third 


week  in  February  brought  the  over¬ 
all  total  up  to  well  over  the  9,000 
mark. 

Executive  secretary  Mayfield  at¬ 
tributes  the  increase  to  the  efforts 
of  pastors  and  laymen  “who  are 
realizing  the  potentialities  of  ac¬ 
tive  laymen.” 

“Church  leaders  are  becoming 
aware  that  there  is  more  for  men 
to  do  than  paint  the  basement,” 
Mr.  Mayfield  declared..  “Men  are  be¬ 
ing  integrated  into  the  regular  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church  as  they  carry 
out  the  basic  objectives  of  Metho¬ 
dist  Men.” 

Among  the  objectives,  he  listed: 
“seeking  daily  Christ’s  way  of  life 
.  .  .  bearing  witness  to  this  way  .  .  . 
and  engaging  in  some  definite  Chris¬ 
tian  service.” 


"Brave  Preaching 
Called  For" 

A  call  for  a  return  to  “brave 
preaching”  and  the  rediscovery  and 
revival  of  the  old  ways  of  the  early 
church  and  the  apostles,  has  been 
sounded  by  Dr.  Paul  Calvin  Payne 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  Presbyterian  educator,  a  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  addressed  an  audience 
of  600  ministers  attending  'the  eighth 
annual  Ministers’  Convocation  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  University  of  South 
California’s  School  of  Religion  and 
the  South  California  Council  of  Pro¬ 
testant  churches. 

“Those  brave  souls  who  would 
take  the  church  seriously  find  them¬ 
selves  baffled  and  distressed  by  the 
lack  of  challenge  or  by  the  little 
church  chores  that  are  asigned  to 
them  when  they  volunteer  for  serv¬ 
ice,”  Dr.  Payne  said. 

“The  church  today  is  paralyzed  at 
the  moment  of  its  supreme  oppor¬ 
tunity  because  we  have  committed 
the  blasphemy  of  insisting  that  what , 
is  so  costly  for  God  shall  come  easy 
to  us. 

“We  haven’t  dared  face  our  con¬ 
gregations  with  a  hard  gospel.  Con¬ 
sequently  we  have  attracted  to  our 
churches  the  timid,  the  soft,  the 
unadventurous.  What  we  forget  is 
that  the  kind  of  people  who  change 
the  world  are  attracted,  not  repell¬ 
ed,  by  the  call  to  hardship  and 
courage,”  he  said. 


to  the  work  of  Methodist  hospitals 
and  homes,  including  a  dozen  years 
as  executive  of  the  national  board. 

A  significant  forward  step  was 
taken  by  the  board  in  approving 
for  publication  a  book  of  standards 
for  children’s  homes. 


Mr.  Mayfield  said  that  Methodist 
Men  is  now  a  world-wide  move¬ 
ment,  pointing  out  that  groups  have 
been  chartered  not  only  in  the  48 
states,  Alaska,  Hawaii  and  Puerto 
Rico,  but  in  Chile,  Cuba,  Liberia, 
and  the  Philippines.  They  represent 
more  than  450,000  members,  he  said. 

Pastors  report  that  their  Metho¬ 
dist  Men  clubs  are  reaching  the  men 
on  the  church  rolls  through  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  and  are  activating 
them  into  the  iife  and  program  of 
the  church,  he  said. 

In  joining  Methodist  Men,  “a  lay¬ 
man  truly  becomes  a  part  of  a 
world-wide  brotherhood  of  Chris¬ 
tian  men  witnessing  for  Christ  in 
all  walks  nf  life,”  Mr.  Mayfield  be¬ 
lieves. 


Says  Crises  Produce 
Few  Christians 

Sudden  emotional  crises  produce 
less  than  seven  per  cent  of  the 
‘committed  Christians,’  a  psycholog¬ 
ist  told  religious  educators  meeting 
in  Cincinati,  O. 

Most  people  respond  to  Christian 
experiences  which  come  in  a  grad¬ 
ual  manner,  said  Dr.  Jesse  H.  Zieg¬ 
ler  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary, 
Chicago. 


Evangelistic  Emphasis  Easter  to  Pentecost  Scheduled  The  “gradual-response”  type,  he 

©  *  said,  are  those  persons  whose  relig- 


New  York,  N.  Y.  (NC) — Easter  Sunday,  (April  1) 
will  mark  the  launching  of  an  intensive  fifty-day  evan¬ 
gelistic  campaign  designed  to  strengthen  the  ties  of 
church  membership  of  the  thousands  of  new  commun¬ 
icants  expected  to  attend  services  that  day  in  churches 
from  coast  to  coast. 

In  the  period  between  Easter  Sunday  and  the  Day 
of  Pentecost  (May  20)  churches  will  hold  special  preach¬ 
ing  and  evangelism  services  aimed  at  bringing  their 
new  members  “into  a  strong  relationship  with  the 
church.”  At  the  same  time  they  will  also  make  special 
efforts  to  revive  the  interest  of  inactive  members  and 
gain  new  ones. 

Plans  for  the  crusade  were  announced  here  recently 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  Through  its  De¬ 
partment  of  Evangelism,  information  including  sug¬ 
gested  sermon  topics  for  Sundays  during  the  50  day 
period,  reading  lists  and  other  materials  have  been 
distributed  to  ministers  of  churches  of  the  Council’s  30 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  member  commun¬ 
ions. 

The  Rev.  Beryln  Farris,  director  of  Department  of 
Evangelism,  termed  the  period  between  Easter  and 


Pentecost  one  in  which  “the  spiritual  energy  engender¬ 
ed  by  our  celebration  of  the  Resurrection  .  .  .  (should 
be  used)  for  spiritual  deepening  both  in  our  own 
devotional  lives  and  in  our  service  with  fellow  men.” 

At  the  same  time  churches  are  working  toward  in¬ 
tegration  of  new  members,  he  added,  they  should  use 
this  period  to  revive  the  interest  of  inactive  members 
“Many  churches,  he  commented,  have  members  on 
their  lists  who  never  participate  in  its  life,  or  whose 
attendance  is  limited  to  special  occasions  such  as  Christ¬ 
mas  on  Easter.” 

The  Day  of  Pentecost,  traditionally  observed  by 
Christian  churches  fifty  days  following  Easter  Sunday, 
commemorates  the  “gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit”  to  the 
apostles.  It  Ts  generally  designated  in  church  art  by 
the  symbol  of  seven  flames  representing  the  “tongues 
of  fire”  which  the  Gospel  record  descended  on  the 
twelve  Apostles  on  that  day. 

Also  listed  are  a  number  of  suggested  pamphlets 
for  congregational  study  and  a  list  of  Bible  study  books 
with  the  suggestion  that  churches  without  them  start 
Bible  study  classes  during  this  period. 


ious  life  has  “flowed  like  a  stream, 
striking  no  particular  obstructions 
or  cataracts,  but  gradually  enlarg¬ 
ing  and  growing.” 

All  kinds  of  home  and  church 
experience  may  bring  people  to  a 
‘Christian  commitment’,  he  added. 

Commenting  upon  how  people 
feel  after  they  have  committed 
themselves,  Dr.  Ziegler  said  that 
few  report  any  dramatic  changes  in 
themselves,  but  what  they  do  say 
is  significant.  “People  say  that  they 
feel  they  now  ‘belong  somewhere,’ 
their  anxiety  is  reduced,  their  daily 
work  has  taken  on  a  new  purpose, 
their  home  relationships  are  some¬ 
times  improved  and  sometimes  more 
difficult,  and  they  have  related 
themselves  in  meaningful  ways  to 
the  church.” 
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REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  preached  at  the  Gibsland 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  February  19. 

REV.  ROSE  P.  CARITHERS,  associate  pastor 
at  Bienville,  underwent  surgery  at  the 
Quachita  Hospital  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  .on 
Thursday,  February  23. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Church,  Bunkie,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  chapel  exercises  at  Louisiana  College, 
Pineville,  on  Wednesday  morning,  February  22. 

REV.  OTIS  W.  SPINKS,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Alexandria,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Church,  Bunkie,  on  Monday  evening, 
February  27. 

DR.  R.  L.  ROPP,  president  of  Louisiana  Tech 
it  Ruston,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  Haynesville 
Methodist  Church  on  Thursday  evening,  Febru¬ 
ary  19. 

REV.  JACK  H.  MIDYETT,  pastor  of  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  was  the 
speaker  on  radio  station  KVHL  at  Homer  each 
morning,  Monday,  February  20  through  Satur¬ 
day,  February  25,  7:45  a.  m.  to  8:00  a.  m. 

THE  JOHN*  WESLEY  FILM  was  shown  at  the 
monthly  fellowship  party  of  the  ^Metairie 
Methodist  Church  on  Friday  evening,  February 
24.  This  77 -minute  movie  is  the  story  of  the 
life  of  the  founder  of  Methodism. 

rTVHE  HOUSE  AND  PARSONAGE  COMMIT - 
_L  TEE  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Guey- 
dan,  Rev.  S.  A:  Seegers,  pastor  is  having  the 
interior  of  the  parsonage  painted  and  also  the 
outside  woodwork  of  the  church. 

A  FAMILY  NIGHT  Get-Together  was  held  at 
\  the  Grace  Methodist  Church,  Ruston  on 
Wednesday  evening,  February  29.  A  covered  dish 
supper  was  enjoyed  and  new  members  of  the 
church  were  guests. 

mHE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
1  Grace  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  host 
to  a  “Tramp  Trip”  at  Woodland  Park  on  Febr 
ary  13  for  the  Ruston  Sub-District.  This  was  an 
evening  of  recreation  and  fun  and  weiners  were 

roasted. 

REV.  T.  M.  LANCASTER,  pastor  of  the  Lake 
Providence  Methodist  Church,  was  honored 
on  his  birthday  on  February  17  when  many  of 
his  congregation  called  at  the  parsonag 
gifts.  A  fund  Was  started  recently  ,  tc i  erect 
church  in  the  future  in  Mr.  Lancaster  s  honor. 

TAR  L  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 

D  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  °rl®a”S’ 
preached  at  the  morning  service  of  the  lirst 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  on  Sunday 
February  19.  Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor  of  the 

church. 

tvr  d  L.  DYKES,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
JJ  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  was  the 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  o 
the  Curtis  Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City, 
on  Monday,  February  20.  V.  R.  Thompson 
president  of  the  club. 

COL.  C.  H.  LINDSAY  has  presented  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Ponchatoula  with  a 
cypress  pulpit  which  he  built  in  his  workshop. 
The  presentation  was  made  at  the  evening  serv¬ 
ice  on  Sunday,  January  8.  Rev.  Wilson  Watson  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

DAVE  CHAPMAN  was  elected  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Marksville 
Methodist  Church  at  an  organizational  meeting 
on  January  26.  E.  M.  Elliott  was  elected  vice- 
president,  and  Steve  Coco,  secretary-treasurer. 
The  club  will  meet  on  the  third  Thursday  of  each 
month. 

THE  MORNING  WORSHIP  SERVICES  of  the 
Winboume  Avenue  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  on  February  12  were  conducted  by 
the  women  of  the  church.  Addresses  were 
brought  by  Mrs.  Robert  McCammon  of  Plaque- 
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mine  at  8:30  and  Judge  Fannie  Burch  of  Amite 
at  11:00.  Rev.  Albert  A.  Collins  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  EVERETT  TILSON,  of  the  Vanderbilt 
School  of  Religion,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  evening  service  of  the  Grace  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  on  Sunday,  February  19.  The 
service  was  in  cooperation  with  the  Religious 
Emphasis  Week  gt  Louisiana  Tech.  Rev.  H.  Pres¬ 
ton  Holley  is  pastor  of  Grace  Church. 

MRS.  MAUDE  CHAUVIN,  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  ot  Gueydan,  received  a 
message  on  Friday,  February  17,  that  her  broth¬ 
er,  John  Latta,  died  on  Thursday  as  the  result  of 
a  stroke  in  his  Iowa  home.  Mr.  Latta  was  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and  was  widely  known  in  the  state  of 
Iowa. 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  C.  MARTIN  of  the  Dallas- 
Ft.  Worth  Area  was  the  speaker  at.  the 
luncheon  which  was  held  in  Shreveport  on 
Thursday,  February  16,  in  observance  of  Broth¬ 
erhood  Week  which  was  sponsored  by  the 
Shreveport  Kiwanis  Club  and  the  local  chapter 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews.  The  luncheon  is  an  annual  event  in 
Shreveport. 

REV.  JOE  H.  ROBINSON,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Gibsland,  spoke  to  the  Home 
Economics  Class  of  the  Arcadia  High  School  on 
Tuesday,  February  14,  on  “Families  Who  Play 
and  Pray  Together  Stay  Together.”  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  also  preached  at  the  Strong,  Arkansas,  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  February  19,  and  bap¬ 
tized  his  grandson,  Scottie  Johnson.  He  is  a  for¬ 
mer  pastor  of  the  Strong  Church. 

THE  MEMBERS  of  the  Metairie  Methodist 
Church  have  launched  a  drive  to  raise  at 
least  $1500  to  furnish  the  parsonage  that  they 
expect  to  have  built  by  June  1.  The  Parsonage 
Committee  with  chairmen  Bill  Fink  and  T.  E. 
Meyer  has  met  with  several  local  builder?  and 
has  received  bids  and  will  in  the  near  future  de¬ 
cide  on  the  plan  best  suited  to  the  church’s  needs. 
Rev.  John  Winn  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

V.  J.  FRENCH  was  elected  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Church  of  Bunkie  on  Monday  night, 
January  30,  at  a  supper  meeting  in  fellowship 
hall  of  the  church.  Other  officers  are:  Frank 
Mulhearn,  vice-president;  T.  M.  Butler,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer,  and  J.  D.  Goodell,  associate.  Rev. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor  of  the  church,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  meeting. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria  had  as  their  speakers 
at  their  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  February 
28,  Ezzeldin  Kamel,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and’ 
head  of  all  livestock  production  in  Egypt  and 
Abdul  Rashid  from  Pakistan  who  is  in  this 
country  studying  at  the  L.S.U.  School  of  Voca¬ 
tional  Agriculture.  The  speakers  told  of  customs 
in  their  home  land. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  was  guest  speaker  on  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  at  the  Loyalty  Supper  at  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa.  The 
church  Building  Fund  Committee  launched  a 
drive  for  $100,000  to  construct  a  new  $65,000 
children’s  building  and  to  remodel  and  modern¬ 
ize  old  buildings,  and  the  supper  was  the  kickoff 
event.  H.  H.  Lavinghouse  is  chairman  of  the 
group. 

EUGENE  MELIEZER  of  Chalmette  was  the 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  St.  Bernard’s  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Monday  evening, -Feb¬ 
ruary  6.  Mr.  Meliezer,  who  was  born  in  Menado 
Celebes,  Indonesia,  spoke  on  his  homeland.  He 
graduated  from  high  school  and  attended  a  trade 
school  in  Surbaia,  Java.  During  the  war  he 
served  with  the  Merchant  Marines  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  shipping  companies.  He  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1954  and  is  now  an  American  citizen. 


WANTED:  1947  CONFERENCE 
JOURNAL 

I  am  trying  to  locate  an  extra  copy  of 
the  1947  Louisiana  Conference  Journal. 

I  need  this  copy  to  send  to  Bishop 
Martin’s  office  in  order  to  complete  his 
file. 

Please  send  the  Journal  to 'me. 

Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett 
P.  O.  Box  505 
Haynesville,  La. 


DR.  KARL  P.  MEISTER,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  Chicago,  has  announced  that 
he  will  retire  on  May  1.  At  the  board’s  request, 
he  will  continue  as  acting  executive  secretary 
until  his  successor  is  elected  when  the  board  re¬ 
organizes  for  the  new  quadrennium.  This  will 
probably  take  place  late  in  the  summer.  After 
his  successor  is  named,  Dr.  Meister  will  serve 
the  board  as  consultant  in  hospital  and  home 
services.  He  has  served  the  Board  for  the  last 
12  years. 

SEWALL  B.  JACKSON  of  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Publishers’  Associated  Section 
in  the  Christian  Education  Division  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  at  the  section’s  annual 
meeting  recently  held  in  Cincinnati.  The  section 
is  composed  of  representatives  of  denominational 
publishers,  and  serves  the  council  as  an  advisory 
committee  in  the  interest  of  member  churches. 
Mr.  Jackson  formerly  was  assistant  managing 
editor  of  the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal. 

REV.  CARL  G.  BADER,  a  retired  Methodist 
minister,  is  the  winner  of  the  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate’s^  contest,  “Why  I  Am  a  Teetotaler,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  recent  announcement.  His  entry  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  March  1  issue  of  the  Advocate.  Mr. 
Bader,  a  native  of  Nebraska,  retired  from  the 
ministry  in  June  of  1955  and  moved  to  Man¬ 
hattan  Beach,  Calif.  He  has  served  churches  in 
Massachusetts  and  Nebraska.  The  contest  was 
announced  Dec.  1,  1955,  and  497  entries  from  43 
states  were  received.  Two  hundred  eighty-one 
came  from  laymen,  69  from  women  and  147  from 
ministers. 

Religious  emphasis  week  was  observed 

at  Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston,  Sunday,  February 
19,  through  Wednesday,  February  22.  “Is  Christ 
the  Answer?”  was  the  theme  for  the  four-day 
program,  which  included  student  convocations, 
worship  services  and  discussion  groups.  Principal 
speakers  for  the  week  were  Dean  Thomas  J. 
Arceneaux  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  at 
Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute;  Dr.  W.  E. 
Trice,  pastor  of  the  University  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  Charles  Everett  Tilson,  assist¬ 
ant  professor  of  Biblical  Theology  at  the  Vander¬ 
bilt  School  of  Religion,  and  Dr.  Edward  S.  Amis, 
professor  of  chemistry  at  the  University  of  Ark¬ 
ansas. 


CORRECTION 

Through  an  oversight  in  the  omission  of  a 
paragraph  of  the  prepared  copy  in  a  recent 
article  concerning  the  proposed  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  building  at  Hammond,  one  of  the  memorials 
for  the  building  was  omitted.  The  editors  regret 
this  oversight  and  take  this  opportunity  to  make 
this  correction. 

The  second  memorial  listed  should  be  the 
“L.  A.  Sims  Library  and  Class  Room.”  Dr.  Sims 
in  whose  memory  this  meihorial  is  being  given, 
was  instrumental,  along  with  several  other  per¬ 
sons,  in  getting  Southeastern  College  established 
at  Hammond^  Dr.  Sims  was  prominent  in  educa¬ 
tional  and  religious  circles  throughout  Louisiana 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Stew¬ 
ards  of  First  Church,  Hammond.  The  memorial 
is  being  given  by  members  of  his  family,  his 
widow:  Mrs.  L.  A.  Sims,’  Hammond;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joe  Arthur  Sims  of  Hammond;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lydel  Sims  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Bids  will  be  opened  on  March  15  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  $75,000  building  and  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  that  ground  will  be  broken  between  that  date 
and  April  1  for  the  building’s  erection. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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CENTENARY'S  NEW  CAFETERIA 


A  semi-circular  wall  of  windows,  looking  out  upon  the  white- 
columned  portico  of  the  Science  Building,  is  one  of  the  beauty 
features  of  the  new  cafeteria  at  Centenary  College.  The  cafeteria, 
which  has  been  under  construction  since  the  spring  of  1955,  was 
opened  this  week.  (Photo  by  Langston  McEachern) 


Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

CURRENT  prayer  vigil  dates 

**(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date) 

Feb.  28-29 — Gibsland,  Joe  H.  Rob¬ 
inson;  Clear  Creek-Pleasant 
Grove,  Dell  S.  Durand,  Jr. 

Feb.  29-March  1  —  Belah-Eden,  A. 
N.  Baum;  Welsh,  Jack  Cooke. 

March  1-2  —  Collinston,  Fred  A. 
Mead. 

March  2-3 — Mangham,  C.  Ed  Henkel 
March  3-4 — Blanchard,  William  P. 

Fraser;  Belcher,  James'  L.  Beasley. 
March  4-5 — Brownville,  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  B.  P.  Durbin. 

March  5-6  —  Wisner,  James  A. 
Knight. 

March  6-7 — Plaquemine,  C.  Robert 
McCammon. 

March  7-8 — Walker,  P.  W.  Sibley. 
March  8-9 — Grace,  Ruston,  Henry 
C.  Blount,  Jr. 

March  9-10 — Baker,  Marvin  H.  Cor¬ 
ley. 

In  the  January  26  issue  of  Pulpit 
and  Pew,  a  -weekly  publication  of 
First  Church,  Minden,  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson,  wrote  an 
editorial  entitled,  “Pray  Without 
Ceasing,”  which  is  reprinted  below 
with  his  permission. 

I  Thes.  5:17  x 

“Other  versions  have  it — ‘Pray  al¬ 
ways,’  ‘Pray  constantly’.  No  one  in 
his  right  mind  would  imagine  for  a 
moment  that  the  author  of  this  letter 
is  suggesting  that  a  person  do  noth¬ 
ing  but  pray.  Paul  knew  that  a  man 
has  to  work  for  a  living.  He  him¬ 
self  worked  as  a  maker  of  tents  in 
order  to  be  able  to  preach  the  gospel 
without  being  a  burden  upon  the 
churches. 

“His  life  as  well  as  his  words 
make  clear  his  meaning.  Pray  in 
every  circumstance  in  which  you 
find  yourself — thank  God  for  all  of 
life — be  conscious  always  of  God’s 
nearness,  love  and  care.  Ask  him 
for  guidance  and  understanding  and 
courage  and  strength  to  do  the  right 
things  always. 

“Your  Pastor  would  be  the  last 
to  believe  that  there  is  any  special 
value  or  meaning  to  a  PRAYER 
MARATHON  simply  as  such  or  that 
it  is  necessary  to  dispatch  your 
prayers  to  God  from  any  particular 
spot — the  altar  of  the  church,  for 
instance. 

“He  does  believe  that  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  live  a  Christian  life^without 
constant  and  conscious  communion 
with  God.  And  believing  that  any¬ 
thing  that  will  help  us  to  learn  to 
Pray,  and  want  to  pray,  is  good 
be  has  promised  the  cooperation  of 
our  church  in  the  endless  chain  of 
prayer  being  conducted  by  our  Con¬ 
ference. 

“Our  twenty-four  hour  Vigil  of 
Continuous  Prayer  begins  at  six, 
Friday  evening,  April  6th.  More  in¬ 
formation  later  on.” — W.  D.  Boddie, 
Chairman  Board  of  Evangelism 


WEEK  OF  DEDICATION 
AT  FIRST  CHURCH 
KINDER 

The  Week  of  Dedication,  Feb.  12- 
18,  was  observed  from  Sunday 
through  Friday.  During  the  week 
Rev.  Paul  Leeds,  Rev.  Wayne 
Hebert,  Norman  LeBlanc,  Rev.  Ray¬ 
mond  Crofoot  and  Mrs.  Julia  Pax¬ 
ton  brought  inspiring  messages. 

Rev.  Paul  Leeds  is  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of 
Kinder.  Rev.  Wayne  Hebert  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Kinder.  Norman  LeBlanc,  a  resident 
of  Oberlin,  received  his  license  to 
exhort  at  the  district  conference  this 
year  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Charles.  Rev.  Raymond  Cro¬ 
foot'  is  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Kinder.  Mrs.  Julia  Pax¬ 
ton  is  conference  Spiritual  Life 
chairman  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  now  resides 
at  Lake  Charles. 

On  Friday  of  Week  of  Dedication, 
the  Church  observed  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer  with  an  invitation  to  its 
members  to  come  to  its  altar  for 
prayer  as  they  came  down  town. 
The  women  prepared  and  served 
coffee  and  cookies  to  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  annex. 

Following  the  worship  service 
Friday  night,  the  congregation  en¬ 
joyed  refreshments  and  fellowship 
in  the  Church’s  annex. 


The  first  of  several  district  sem¬ 
inars  on  the  work  of  the  Town  and 
Country  churches  was  held  Monday, 
February  20,  at  the  district  parson¬ 
age  in  Alexandria  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr., 
District  Superintendent,  and  the 
Town  and  Country  Commission  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter,  chairman 
of  the  Town  and  Country  Commis¬ 
sion,  Covington,  presided  over  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Townsend  introduced 
ministers  from  the  district  who  are 
participating  in  group  ministry  ac¬ 
tivities,  an  informal,  unofficial 
grouping  of  ministers  to  make  the 
church  work  more  effective  in  a 
concentrated  area. 

Rev.  Clark  Bell,  Colfax,  reported 
five  pastoral  charges  in  the  Grant 
parish  group  ministry.  Four  are 
served  by  student  and  accepted  sup¬ 
ply  pastors.  Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway, 
Natchitoches,  reported  that  there 
are  eight  charges  in  the  Natchitoches 
sub-district  group  ministry,  with 
two  conference  members  and  six 
approved  supply  pastors.  Both  or¬ 
ganizations  are  on  voluntary  basis, 
to  take  advantage  of  special  knowl¬ 
edge  and  abilities  of  the  ministers 
and  to  render  a  more  adequate  serv¬ 
ice  to  Methodists  in  the  area. 

Rev.  Glenn  F.  Sanford,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Town  and  Country 
work  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and 


Centenary  College’s  new  $212,000 
cafeteria,  under  construction  since 
the  spring  of  1955,  now  is  “open  for 
business”. 

The  modern  brick  and  frame 
structure  replaces  the  outmoded 
and  outgrown  white  frame  build¬ 
ing,  which  soon  will  be  razed.  Com¬ 
pletion  of  the  new  cafeteria  repre¬ 
sents  another  step  forward  in  the 
overall  Greater  Centenary  Develop¬ 
ment  Plan. 

J.  Cheshire  Peyton,  Shreveport 
architect,  drew  the  plans  for  the  new 
building,  and  Southern  Builders,  al¬ 
so  of  Shreveport,  were  general  con¬ 
tractors. 


Church  Extension,  New  York,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  group,  which  was  com¬ 
posed  of  key  pastors  from  through¬ 
out  the  Alexandria  District.  His 
subject  was  ways  and  means  of 
making  the  church  work  more  ef¬ 
fective  in  small  churches  where  the 
supply  ministers,  now  composing 
34%  of  the  Methodist  ministry,  are 
working.  He  suggested  that:  The 
Methodist  Church  owes  as  much  to 
the  individuals  in  the  small  church 
as  in  the  great  (or  large)  city 
church.  He  highly  commended  the 
group  ministry  as  a,  means  of  in¬ 
creasing  effectiveness  in  overcom¬ 
ing  shortages  of  trained  church 
leaders.  He  also  suggested  a  larger 
usage  of  laymen  and  lay  women  and 
young  people  on  a  regular  assigned 
basis.  He  also  suggested  that  church- 
related  colleges  should  have  a  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Town  and  Country  Work 
to  give  practical  guidance  to  numer¬ 
ous  college  students  who  are  serv¬ 
ing  as  ministers,  and  in  so  doing 
working  their  way  through  school. 

Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson  reported 
on  a  survey  of  Avoyelles  Parish 
which  revealed  a  challenge  to  the 
church. 

Mr.  Townsend  announced  sub¬ 
district  lines  for  ministerial  groups 
within  which  to  work  together  in 
planning  for  various  phases  of  the 
work  and  program  of  Methodism. 

Similar  Rural  Church  seminars 


Located  on  the  north  side  of  Sex¬ 
ton  Road,  opposite  the  outdoor  am¬ 
phitheatre  and  facing  the  white- 
columned  Science  Building,  the 
cafeteria  represents  the  last  word  in 
modern  building  and  cooking  and 
serving  facilities. 

The  dining  room  can  accommo¬ 
date  approximately  350  persons,  and 
sliding  doors  enable  the  room  to  be 
divided  into  a  main  dining  area  and 
two  private  rooms,  each  capable  of 
handling  about  50  persons.  The  front 
lobby  is  brick-walled  and  contains 
rest  rooms,  cloak  room  facilities  and 
a  blue  lounge  where  students  may 
wait  for  their  friends. 


HONORARY  DEGREES 
AT  CENTENARY 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
at  the  University  o^  Chicago.  He 
jointed  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
1929. 

He  has  served  pastorates  at  Felic¬ 
ity  Church  in  New  Orleans  and  in 
Delhi,  Oakdale,  DeRidder,  Crowley. 
Bogalusa  and  Minden,  and  from 
1950  to  1955  was  Ruston  district 
superintendent.  He  has  held  the 
pastorate  of  First  cuhrch  in  Mon¬ 
roe  since  1955. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital;  the 
board  of  the  Louisiana  Children’s 
Home;  thejoint  commission  of, the 
Arkansas  -  Louisiana  Methodist;  the 
Louisiana  Conference  board  of  edu¬ 
cation;  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  board  of  education  and  the 
conference  radio  and  film  commis¬ 
sion.  He  also  is  chairman  of  the 
budget  committee  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  board  of  education  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
committee  on  memorials  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in 
1952  and  1956  and  was  chairman 
of  the  board  and  the  building  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Methodist  camp  on 
Caney  Lake  during  its  building. 


are  being  held  in  the  Lake  Charles 
and  Lafayette  Districts  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ents. — Reporter 


Town  And  Country  Church  Seminars  In 
Alexandria  District 


CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN— 
LOUISIANA 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  NO.  3 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT— Total  1151** 

Oh,  Not 

V“arSe  and  Pastor  New  Ren.  Due  Total 

Alexandria  First  Church, 

Henry  Bowdon  .  1  . 

zion,  W.  R.  Akin  . : .  1  .... 

.  BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT— Total  1414 
°aton  Rouge  First  Church, 

R  D.  Dawson,  Jr .  3  . 

°aton  Rouge,  Istrouma,  A.  Jerome 

Cain  .  1  .... 


103 

27 

108 

56 


Denham  Springs,  Fred 

Schwendimann  .  i 

Live  Oak,  J.  H.  Bowdon,  Jr .  2  11 

St.  Helena,  Calvin  Lapuyade  .  1  l 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT— Tpta I  1196**  "" 
Donaldsonville,  G.  A.  LaGrange  ....  1 

Lafayette,  Asbury.  Howard  Hudson  1 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT— Total  1048 
Vinton,  Ivan  O.  Donaldson  .  2 

MONROE  DISTRICT— Total  1901** 
Bonita-Jones-Sunrise,  S.  E.  Sterrett  2  1 

Monroe  First  Ch.,  G.  W.  Pomeroy  1 

Oak  Grove,  E.  L.  Tatum  .  i 

Tallulah,  Wm.  F.  Mayo  .  1 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT— Total  1479 
Buras-Triumph,  C.  D.  Pinkard  ....  3 

Lutcher-Reserve,  C.  E.  Snover  3 


86** 

13 

15 

31*3 

17*2 

21 

40** 

207** 

20 

32 

42*2 
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NEW  ORLEANS 

Canal  Street,  R.  M.  Bentley  1 

Church  of  Redeemer,  H.  G. 


Ensenat 


Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  4 

St.  Mark's,  T.  O.  Carlstrom  .  ....  j 

1  j  RUSTON  DISTRICT — Total  i673** 
Gibsland,  Joe  H.  Robinson  . v  5 

p  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT— Total  1560 

Bossier  City  First  Church,  A.  M. 


Brown 


Longstreet,  Harold  McClune .  1 

SHREVEPORT  . 

Broadmoor,  Geo.  W.  Harbuck  ....  34 
Cedar  Grove,  Hoy  E.  Mouser  16 
First  Church,  D.  L.  Dykes  . 


33 

1 


50 

3 

34 

28 

87*2 


31 

4 

84 

51 

128 
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si  7>*?c  CHILDREN 

ANNIK  WiNBURNK,  B«n*r 


GREAT-GRANDFATHER  GIFTS 


OUTSIDE,  the  rain  poured 
down  just  as  it  had  all 
night.  Inside,  four  cousins 
sadly  watched  the  rivers  run 
down  the  windowpane. 

“No  picnic,”  mourned  John  Ed¬ 
ward  Merrill,  TV. 

“No  fun,”  mourned  Merrill  Brew¬ 
ster. 

“I  had  a  new  dress  to  wear,” 
sighed  Polly. 

“And  I’ve  never  been  to  an 
American  picnic,”  added  Jill,  who 
had  come  from  across  the  ocean. 

“Saddest  sight  I  ever  saw,”  call¬ 
ed  a  gay  voice  from  the  doorway. 

“Oh,  Aunt  Ellen,  come  and  talk 
to  us.  When  may  we  give  Granny 
our  presents?  What  can  we  do  in 
the  house?  Is  it  going  to  stop  rain¬ 
ing?” 

“One  at  a  time,  please.  Granny 
is  resting  to  get  ready  for  the  big 
party  tonight.  Seventy-five-year- 
olds  need  a  lot  of  rest,  you  know. 
You  may  be  quiet  so  she  can  rest.” 

“Oh,  don’t  look  so  sad.  I  came 
to  tell  you  a  story.  I  found  anoth¬ 
er  great-grandfather  gift.”  Erom 
her  knitting  bag  she  drew  an  enve¬ 
lope,  with  a  three-cent  stamp  on  it. 

“What  is  it?”  they  wanted  to 
know. 

“An  envelope  to  hold  a  letter  you 
may  send  to  anyone  anywhere  in 
this  country.” 

“That’s  no  gift,”  objected  John 
Edward. 

All  Puzzled 

“Once  men  carried  messages 
through  forests,  over  mountains, 
across  rivers,  riding  horseback,  be¬ 
cause  there  was  no  other  way  to 
travel.  Did  you  ever  wonder  who 
gave  us  the  United  States  mail?” 

“Here’s  another  gift  from  the 
same  man.”  She  went  to  the  table 
in  the  corner  and  picked  up  a  copy 
of  Just  So  Stories  that  Merrill  had 
borrowed  from  the  public  library. 

Now  they  were  all  puzzled  very 
much. 

“Listen!” 

Down  the  street  came  the  fire 
engine’s  siren. 

“That’s  another.” 

“Sounds  as  if  he  must  have  been 
a  kind  of  Santa  Claus,”  laughed 
John  Edward. 

“You’re  teasing.  Aunt  Ellen,” 
said  Jill. 

“Not  a  bit,  honey.  One  man  in¬ 
vented  our  public  library  system 
He  organized  fire  departments.  He 
v/orked  out  a  way  to  send  letters 


by  mail.  Besides  he  invented  street 
lights  and  pavements,  and  he 
founded  hospitals  and  schools.” 

“Was  he  our  great-grandfather?” 
asked  Polly. 

“Not  ours,  but  he  belongs  to  all 
Americans,  for  he  was  one  of  the 
greatest  leaders  our  country  ever 
had.  His  name  was  Benjamin 
Franklin.” 

“Oh,  he  flew  a  kite  in  a  thunder¬ 
storm,”  said  Merrill. 

“Right!  That  was  how  he  made 
body  knew  much  about  electricity, 
and  he  proved  that  lightning  and 
electricity  are  the  same  thing.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  him  we  could 
have  no  radios,  no  telephones.” 

“He  must  have  gone  to  school 
a  lot,”  said  John  Edward. 

“Just  two  years.  He  was  the 
youngest  in  a  large  family,  and  his 
father  could  not  afford  to  send  him 
to  school.  At  first  he  helped  his 
father  in  his  business  making 
candles.  He  always  liked  to  read; 
so  his  father  let  him  study  to  be 
a  printer’s  helper.  He  used  to  read 
in  all  his  spare  time.  He  saved 
some  of  his  money  that  was  to  buy 
hi§  food,  and  he  was  happy  when 
he  could  buy  a  new  book,  even  if 
it  meant  going  without  his  dinner 
and  boys  do  get  so  hungry. 

Sees  ihe  King 

“He  studied  and  worked,  and  one 
day  was  chosen  to  go  over  to  Eng¬ 
land  to  see  the  king  about  some 
of  the  people’s  troubles.  This  was 
before  the  Revolution,  and  the  king 
was  still  at  the  head  of  the  colonies. 

“He  did  his  work  well,  and  soon 
a  bigger  job  was  waiting  for  him. 
The  war  between  England  and  the 
colonies  came  on.  The  colonies 
needed  someone  to  help  them,  and 
they  decided  to  ask  France.  So 
Franklin  crossed  the  ocean  again. 
Everyone  in  France  liked  him. 
Parties  were  given  for  him,  and  he 
had  a  fine  time,  but  he  never  forgot 
his  work.  At  last  the  king  said  yes, 
and  he  lent  Franklin  money  to  buy 
boats  and  supplies  to  help  his 
colonies. 

“Then  he  came  home.  He  was  an 
old  man,  and  he  wanteql  to  rest,  but 
his  country  said  it  could  not  do 
without  him,  and  he  was  chosen 
Postmaster. 

“He  had  a  long  and  splendid  life. 
He  was  proud  to  serve  his  country. 
And  we  are  proud  of  him  as  we 
remember  how  hard  he  worked  and 
how  many  gifts  he  left  for  us.”— 
Story  Time. 


A  HAt*PY  FAMILY 

What  makes  a  happy  family? 

Listen  and  I  will  tell. 

It’s  not  your  house,  it’s  not  your 
clothes, 

Nor  the  car  you  like  so  well. 
Nor  trips  you  take,  nor  the  radio 
Nor  money  you  have  to  spend. 
It’s  something  better  than  all  of 
these 

Something  that  will  not  end. 

It’s  love  of  dad,  who  works  so  hard 
To  get  the  things  you  need. 

It’s  mother,  loving  and  helping  you 
By  every  kindly  deed. 

It’s  brother’s  love  and  sister’s  love, 
And  your  love  for  each  one 
That  makes  the  joy  and  happiness 
When  every  day  is  done. 

— Shsie  Potter  Sesse, 
Storytime. 


You  remember  the  story  Of  the 
Ugly  Duckling  that  turned  out  to  be 
a  beautiful  Swan.  That  story  is 
really  the  life  story  of  the  man  who 
wrote  it,  Hans  Christian  Anderson. 

Hans  was  the  son  of  a  poor  cob¬ 
bler  and  his  wife.  The  family  lived 
in  one  shabby  room  in  •  a  small 
town  in  Denmark.  When  Hans  was 
eleven  years  old  his  father  died. 
Then  his  mother  was  forced  to  work 
away  from  home.  All  day  long 
the  boy  was  alone  at  home.  But 
his  lively  imagination  kept  him  en¬ 
tertained.  He  made  puppets  and  a 
little  theater.  Then  he  made  up 
stories  and  had  the  puppets  act 
them  out  on  the  stage  of  his  theater. 
In  school,  Hans,  awkward  and 
lanky,  did  not  do  well  because  of  his 
peculiar,  dreamy  ways. 

But  Hans  always  felt  that  some¬ 
thing  wonderful  was  going  to  hap¬ 
pen  to  him.  He  was  often  lonely  and 
sad,  just  as  the  Ugly  Duckling  was, 
but  he  was  hopeful,  ambitious  and 
hardworking.  At  first  he  thought 
he  wanted  to  be  an  actor.  He  fail¬ 
ed  at  that.  Then  he  determined 
to  write  plays  if  he  couldn’t  act  in 
them.  A  friend  of  Hans  thought  he 
had  talent  in  writing.  This  friend 
interested  other  friends,  and  finally 
the  King  of  Denmark,  in  Hans’ 
writing.  Hans  wrote  constantly — 
poems,  travel  sketches,  plays  and 
finally  a  novel. 

All  his  life  Hans’  had  loved  to 
make  up  fairy  stories  and  children 
had  loved  to  hear  him  tell  them. 
As  a  joke,  he  published  a  book  of 


A  HELPER 

On  a  recent  dismal  day  Johnny, 
aged  6,  and  his  mother  were  driv¬ 
ing  to  town.  He  kept  scrambling 
around,  peering  from  the  side  win¬ 
dow,  from  the  back  window,  until 
his  mother  asked:  “Johnny,  what 
on  earth  are  you  doing?” 

“Smiling,”  said  Johnny. 

“Well,  couldn’t  you  smile  sitting 
down?”  asked  this  mother. 

“Then  the  people  couldn’t  see,” 
said  Johnny. 

He  is  no  show-off,  and  his  mother 
was  mystified. 

“I’m  smiling  at  people  who  aren’t 
in  cars,”  he  explained.  “Because 
it’s  such  a  bad  day  I  thought  it 
might  make  them  feel  better.”— 
Eleanor  Clarage,  Cleveland  Plain- 
Dealer. 


Fairy  Tales.  That  book  made  Hans 
■  Christian  Anderson  famous.  Chil- 
d  r  e  n  and  grownups  everywhere 
read  them  and  loved  them.  They 
asked  for  more.  Hans  wrote  more. 
Hans  Christian  Anderson  became  a 
hero,  a  fairy  prince.  A  statue  of 
him  standing  with  book  in  hand  was 
placed  in  a  public  park  in  Copen¬ 
hagen.  Just  as  the  Ugly  Ducking 
turned  out  to  be  a  Swan,  the  poor, 
lonely  boy  turned  out  to.be  a  great 
writer  whose  fairy  tales  were  loved 
all  over  the  world. 

“How  beautiful  the  world  is! 
How  happy  I  am!”  he  said  near  the 
end  of  his  life. — North  Little  Rock 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


A  girl  who  went  away  to  college 
last  fall  made  sure  that  she  would 
be  remembered  around  the  house 
by  leaving  notes  in  all  sorts  of 
improbable  places.  They  are  still 
turning  up,  now  and  then,  and  the 
last  one  was  quite  embarrassing, 
too.  Her  mother,-  dusting  a  picture 
on  the  living-room  wall,  found  a 
note  that  had  been  tucked  behind 
the  picture.  “It’s  about  time!”  was 
the  laconic  message.  —  Milwaukee 
Journal. 

*  *  * 

Father:  “Susan,  that  young  man 
of  your  stays  too  late  when  he  calls. 
Hasn’t  your  mother  said  anything  to 
you  about  it?” 

Susan:  “Oh,  yes,  daddy.  Mother 
says  men  haven’t  changed  a  bit.” 


A  Fairy  Story  That  Came  True 

By  Anna  King  Davis 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA 


Paragould  To  Entertain  North  Arkansas  Guild 


Mrs.  Julian  Vogel,  Secretary  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  will  preside 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  March  17-18 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Para¬ 
gould. 

The  theme  of  the  meeting  is  “To 
Do  My  Master’s  Will.” 

Registrations  should  be  sent  not 
later  than  March  12,  1956  to  Mrs. 
Perry  Biggs,  310  W.  Hunt  Street, 
Paragould. 

Details  of  the  program  will  be  in 
next  week’s  issue. 
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MRS.  JULIAN  VOGEL 


Financial  Report  —  North  Arkansas  Confer. 
W.  S.  C.  S.  -  Second  Quarter  1955-56 


Balance  Brought  Forward  .. 
RECEIPTS: 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $10, 

W.S.G .  2, 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Missionary  Projects: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Treasure  Chest: 

W.S.C.S . 

In  Remembrance: 

W.S.C.S . 

Emma  N.  Wayland: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Children — To  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . 

Special  Offering: 

W.S.C.S . 

Supply — Foreign : 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Supply — Home : 

W.S.C.S .  1 

W.S.G . ^ . 

Week  of  Prayer: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Narcotic  Education: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . /•. . 

Methodist  Hospital: 

W.S.C.S . 

Miscellaneous : 

W.S.C.S . : . 

W.S.G . 

Total— W.S.C.S . 

Total— W.S.G . 

TOTAL — received  from 
District  Treasurers  . 


OTHER  RECEIPTS: 

MYF  . 

Refund  Booneville 

Project  . 

Supply  from  W  D  C  S 
Refunds — Postage, 

card  sales  . 

8  Dist.  Treas.  for 
Bonding  . 


592.95 

833.37 


.$7,211.08  Bonding 


51.66 


$  2,475.98 

2  475.98 

TOTAL  to  division  . $16,775.98 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS: 


540.00 

Booneville  Project — - 

195.00 

Salary  . 

.$  99.99 

Sunshine  Fund  . 

25.00 

359.50 

Car  Expense  . 

..  1,301.77 

88.35 

Narcotic  Education  . 

....  250.00 

Printing  for  Cards  . 

15.85 

28.50 

Officers  Expense  . 

71.36 

Work  Shop  Little  Rock 

404.23 

22.00 

CSR  &  LCA  Fund  . 

79.14 

Supply  . 

325.00 

55.55 

Workers  Insurance  .... 

....  18.00 

7.00 

Cards  . 

100.00 

District  Cultivation  . 

805.44 

18.90 

Miscellaneous  . 

25. Q0 

11.87 

$  3,520.78 

513.00 

105.70 

209.75 

150.50 

388.41 

107.71 

143.95 

24.70 

50.00 


7.25 

1.50 


$13,891.63 
..$  3,513.83 

.$17,405.46 


$  324.99 

99.95 

325.00 

37.50 

45.92 


$  833.40 

Total  received  otherwise  .  833.40 

TOTAL  to  be  accounted  for  . $25,449.94 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

TO  DIVISION: 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $  9,895.39 

W.S.G .  2,833.37 

Missionary  Projects: 

W.S.C.S .  359.50 

„  W.S.G .  62.35 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  560.00 

W.S.G.  . .  195.00 

Treasure  Chest: 

W.S.C.S .  28.50 

In  Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S .  22.00 

Children — To  Missions : 

W.S.C.S .  18.90 

MYF— W.S.C.S .  324.99. 

TOTAL-W.S.C.S . 

total — w.s.g . 

IOTAL  on  appropriation 

Week  of  Prayer  . $ 

Supply-Foreign  . 

Supply — Home  . 

Pins  . 


..$11,209.28 
..$  3,090.72 
.$14,300.00 


446.12 

618.70 

1,367.25 

2.25 


TOTAL  disbursements  . $20,296.76 

Balance  in  bank  .  5,153.18 

TOTAL  amt.  accounted  for  . $25,449.94 

— Mrs.  William  Hall, 
Treasurer 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Raney,  Newport,  Umsted  Memorial. 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  Ray 
Williams,  Mrs.  Walter  Riddick,  Morrilton; 
Mrs.  Edith  Duffie,  Mrs.  Charlie  White, 
Morrilton  W.S.G.  Baby:  Phillip  Carroll, 
Levy  W.S.G. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult: 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Porter,  Farmington:  Mrs.  Jen¬ 
nie  Silver,  (Nellie  Dyer)  Fayetteville 
W.S.G.;  Mrs.  Elsie  Hackworth,  Lincoln 
W.S.G.  Baby:  Frank  David  Wood,  Ben- 
tonville;  Jacob  Peter  Pyeatte  II,  Siloam 
Springs  W.S.G. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Newborn,  Marianna.  Baby:  Eleanor 
Lucille  Mann,  William  Sidney  Warren,  Jr., 
Ellen  Annatte  Neblett,  Walter  Van  Reep, 
Forrest  City;  June  Beasley  Mann,  Louise 
Greenlaw  Mann,  Marianna. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Charles  Ray,  Booneville;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Col¬ 
lins,  Miss  Hattie  Danner,  Fort  Smith,  God¬ 
dard  Memorial  W.S.G.;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Dean, 
Mrs.  Roger  W.  Lynch,  Mrs.  Lambuth  Les¬ 
ter,  Fort  Smith,  Goddard  Memorial.  Baby: 
Linda  Marguerite  Hassell,  Fort  Smith  God¬ 
dard  Memorial  W.S.G.;  Lucy  Catherine 
Werntz,  Christie  Lou  Allen,  Tommy  Wayne 
Allen,  Fort  Smith  First  Church. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT—  Adult:  Mrs. 
O.  C.  Gauske,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Old,  Mrs.  George 
Roland  Green,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Cunningham, 
Blytheville  First  Church.  Baby:  Connie 
Lynn  Prescott,  Harrisburg  W.S.G.;  Curtis 
Rigney  Hagler,  Hickory  Ridge;  Pamela 
Glasgow,  Leah  Thorne  Glasgow,  Jonesboro 
First  Church;  Vickie  Lynn  Lingo,  Jones¬ 
boro,  Fisher  Street.  Junior:  Jeanette  Lam- 
berth,  Lynette  Lamberth,  Jonesboro,  Fish¬ 
er  Street. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Minnie  Gibson,  Paragould,  Griffin  Memo¬ 
rial. 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  J.  L. 
White,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Jones,  Harrison;  Mrs. 
Leonard  Treadwell,  Harrison  W.S.G.;  Mrs. 
Cord  Cox,  McRae;  Mrs.  N.  B.  Nelson,., 
Searcy  Eirst  Church.  Baby :  Brenda  Ath¬ 
ena  Williamson,  McRae;  David  Clay  Mc¬ 
Kinney  Searcy;  William  Clark  Mann  III, 
Michael  Arwood  Walker,  Searcy,  Grace 
Church. 
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Annual  Guild  Weekend  -  Hope 
March  17-18,  1956 

Little  Rock  Conference 


THEME:  “First  the  Father’s  Arm; 
Then  the  Father’s  Errands” 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  7,  1956 
The  Standing  Guild  Committee  will 
meet  at  the  Barlow  Hotel  at  11:00 
A.M.  and  then  have  lunch  prior  to 
the  opening  session  of  the  Annual 
Meeting. 

•*  *  * 

Registration  will  begin  at  1:00  P.M. 
2:00 — Quiet  time — Church  Sanctu¬ 
ary 

2:30 — Opening  Session — 

Greetings 

Conference  Secretary’s  Re¬ 
port 

3:00 — Coffee  Break 
3:15 — Panel  discussion 
5:45 — Anniversary  Dinner — Barlow 
Hotel 

The  Magnolia  Guild  will 
have  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

8:00 — Evening  Session — Church 

Speaker:  Miss  Ruth  Preston, 
Chairman  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Service,  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction 


9:30 — Fellowship  Hour — 

Barlow  Hotel 
SUNDAY  MORNING,  Mar.  18,  1956 
7:45 — Breakfast  at  Barlow  Hotel 
Business  Session — 

Reports  of  officers,  chair¬ 
men,  District  Secretaries, 
and  the  Standing  Commit¬ 
tee 

Election  of  officers 
Recognition  of  Honor  Guilds 
10:45 — Church  Hour — - 

Methodist  Church 
12:30 — Luncheon — Barlow  Hotel 
Speaker — Dorothy  Kelly 
2:00 — Afternoon  Session — 

Church  Sanctuary 
Speaker — Visiting  Missionary 
Dedication  Service — 

Pledge 

Installation  of  Officers 

3:30 — Adjournment 

*  *  * 

Details  of  the  program,  personnel, 
etc.,  are  being  completed.  There  will 
be  special  music  provided  for  every 
session  and  special  meals,  except  the 
breakfast. 


Registration  Information 

MAIL  REGISTRATION  SLIP  BEFORE  March  15  to: 

MRS.  NAOMI  PATTERSON— 1404  S.  Hervey— Hope 
WHEN?  Beginning  at  2:00  P.M.,  Saturday,  March  17th,  through  Sunday, 

March  18th 

WHERE?  Hope,  Arkansas — First  Methodist  Church  and  the  Barlow  Hotel 
WHO?  ALL  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  members  and  prospective  members. 

Woman’s  Society  members  are  invited  to  attend. 

WHAT?  A  program  emphasizing  membership,  widening  fellowship  and 

spiritual  life 

COST? 

Saturday  dinner  . . $1.75 

Sunday  Breakfast  . $1.00 

Sunday  Luncheon  . $1.50 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  joint  meeting  of  the  Alice 
Murrell  and  Edith  Martin  Circles 
of  the  Cabot  Methodist  Church  met 
Tuesday  Night,  Feb.  14th,  in  the 
educational  building  of  the  church 
with  Mrs.  W.  C.  Moyer  and  Mrs.  R. 
J.  Vise  as  hostesses. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Park,  president,  pre¬ 
sided,  using  the  WSCS  “Theme 
Song”  as  an  opening  prayer.  The 
group  was  reminded  that  April  is 
the  month  for  the  opening  of  the 
“Treasure  Chests”,  and  that  a  full 
house  with  filled  chests  would  be 
appreciated. 

Mrs.  Conway  T.  Carrigan,  one  of 
the  assistant  chiefs  for  the  Cabot 
Ground  Observer  Post,  asked  for 
volunteers  to  serve  a  two  hour  shift. 
The  group  voted  to  remodel  and 
redecorate  the  bathroom  at  the  par¬ 
sonage.  The  annual  “Asking”  for 
the  Methodist  Girls’  School  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  was  granted. 

Announcements  included:  A 
church  wide  school  of  missions  to 
be  conducted  in  the  church  educa¬ 
tional  building  on  Wednesday  nights 
during  February  and  first  weeks  in 
March.  A  group  of  women  from 
the  Cabot  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  attended  the  Mission 
Study  course  “An  Introduction  to 
Five  Spiritual  Classics”  taught  in 
Beebe,  February  5-9,  by  Miss  Mil¬ 
dred  Osment  of  Jonesboro,  who  is 
North  Arkansas  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education, 


A  brief  review  of  “An  Introduc¬ 
tion  to  Five  Spiritual  Classics”  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Chas.  V.  Ross  and  the 
meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by 
Mrs.  Mattie  Toler. 

The  hostesses  served  a  salad  plate 
carrying  out  the  Valentine  motif. 


On  Monday  evening,  January  9, 
eight  young  mothers  of  the  Jones- 
ville  Methodist  Church  met  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Joel  Stevenson  to  of¬ 
ficially  organize  an  evening  circle. 
It  is  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
work  and  those  with  small  children, 
and  will  meet  each  first  Monday 
night  of  the  month. 

Mrs.  L.  Gray  Wilson,  pastor’s 
wife,  will  work  with  them  and  serve 
as  chairman  of  the  circle  until  the 
group  becomes  more  familiar  with 
the  work.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Scott,  Jr.,  was 
elected  Secretary-Treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  Dick  Daggett  reporter.  Mrs. 
Dayton  Young  and  Mrs.  Carl  Beard 
will  keep  the  Scrap-Book. 

The  group  discussed  possible  proj¬ 
ects  to  increase  the  Building  Fund, 
and  stimulating  interest  in  the  local 
church. 


The  Evening  Circle  of  Jones ville 
W.S.C.S.  entertained  their  husbands 
with  a  Valentine  Banquet  Tuesday 
night,  Feb.  14,  in  the  private  dining 
room  of  Catahoula  Courts.  Nine 
couples  attended, 
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EWS 


•  •  •  PROMOTION  . CULTIVATION 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


SIGNIFICANT  DEVELOPMENTS  IN 
LEADERSHIP  EDUCATION 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

Children's  Workers'  Conference 

While  a  splendid  group  has  al¬ 
ready  registered  for  the  Children  s 
Workers’  Conference,  to  be  held  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith, 
March  6-8,  beginning  with  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  registration  at  1:00  p.  m., 
there  is  still  some  space  left. 

Persons  who  are  planning  to  at¬ 
tend  should  register  at  a  very  early 
date,  as  time  will  be  needed  to  clear 
registration. 

This  is  the  richest  Children’s 
Workers’  program  ever  offered  by 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference  to 
its  children’s  workers.  We  hope  that 
every  church  as  far  as  posible  will 
take  advantage  of  this  splendid  op¬ 
portunity. 

Should  you  need  enrollment  cards, 
please  write  Board  of  Education, 
Hendrix  Station,*  Conway,  Arkansas. 


Board  Of  Education  Meets 

Many  of  the  Boards  and  Agencies 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
held  meetings  in  Conway  February 
14.  The  Board  of  Education  of  our 
conference  held  its  mid-year  meet¬ 
ing  and  started  plans  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Annual  Conference 
in  June. 

A  number  of  significant  recom¬ 
mendations  wese  made  and  approv¬ 
ed: 

The  Board  approved  the  plan  of 
joining  with  the  Little  Rock  and 
the  Louisiana  Conferences  in  pro¬ 
moting  an  Area  Adult  Convocation 
in  1957. 

The  Board  voted  to  give  larger 
place  in  the  total  conference  pro¬ 
gram  to  the  work  of  students  at 
out-  state  centers  of  college  work  in 
the  territory  served. 

An  aggressive  field  program  of 
cultivation  was  also  approved. 

Dr.  Ellis  presented  something  of 
the  proposed  emphasis  for  higher 
education,  during  the  next  quadren- 
nium.  The  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  have  a  committee  working  on 
joint  plans  for  greater  support  for 
Hendrix  College.  This  committee 
will  be  reporting  by  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  time. 

The  reports  coming  to  the  Board 
were  most  encouraging  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  our  total  conference  pro¬ 
gram  of  Christian  education. 


More  Than  A  Hundred  Schools 

A  hundred  and  two  training 
schools  have  been  reported  to  our 
office  for  the  conference  year. 
Thirty  more  schools  are  now  being 
held  or  have  been  planned  within 
the  next  two  months.  We  belieVe 
the  total  by  annual  conference  will 
be  close  to  150  schools  for  the  con¬ 
ference  year. 

The  one-unit  school,  many  times 
taught  by  the  pastor,  accounts  for 
much  of  this  training  work.  We  re¬ 
ceived  last  week  in  three  days  four 
one-unit  school  reports  conducted 
on  four-day  basis,  using  the  course 
on  The  Christian  Mission  in  a  Re¬ 
volutionary  World,  in  which  109 
course  cards  were  issued.  These 
schools  were  all  taught  by  the 


VACATION  SCHOOL 
INSTITUTES  IN 
BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Vacation  Church  School  Institutes 
will  be  held  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  at  the  following  places: 

Franklinton,  March  5 

Hammond,  March  6 

Baton  Rouge  First  Church,  March 
8 

The  meetings  will  be  held  at  7:30 
p.  m. 

This  year  we  have  a  complete 
staff,  teaching  the  units  on  the  1956 
theme,  The  Bible.  Each  age  group 
will  have  a  workship  period  under 
a  trained  leader. 

During  this  institute  a  special  ses¬ 
sion  has  been  planned  for  ALL 
Nursery  workers  of  the  district. 
This  class  is  going  to  study  the 
Nursery  material  and  learn  more 
interesting  ways  to  teach  the  young¬ 
er  set. — Mrs.  Chas.  F.  Leaner,  Dis¬ 
trict  Director  of  Children’s  Work 


pastor  of  respective  churches. 


We  continue  to  have  splendid  re¬ 
ports  of  churches  showing  increased 
average  attendance.  The  past  few 
Sundays  though  weather  conditions 
have  been  difficult  to  keep  up  this 
good  average  attendance,  but  the 
indications  are  that  these  church 
schools  will  again  soon  be  showing 
splendid  gains  in  attendance. 


Increase  Enrollment 

The  spring  months  provide  an 
excellent  period  for  church  schools 
to  bring  new  people  into  the  pro¬ 
gram.  There  are  few  communities 
but  that  have  many  unreached  peo¬ 
ple.  .  Our  church  school  should, 
through  their  assistant  superintend¬ 
ent  in  charge  of  membership  culti¬ 
vation,  prepare  good  prospect  lists 
and  follow  up  on  these  with  visita¬ 
tion  to  reach  a  lot  of  new  people 
with  the  program  of  Christian 
teachings.  Does  your  church  school 
have  a  definite  plan  for  such  out¬ 
reach? 


The  Membership  Class 

Many  pastors  are  reporting  that 
they  already  have  “Tmderway  spec¬ 
ial  training  classes  for  children  and 
youth  in  preparation  for  church 
membership.  Should  your  church 
not  already  have  such  a  program 
underway,  plans  should  be  made  at 
an  early  date. 


Beebe  Area  School 

A  three  unit  area  training  school 
is  being  held  at  Beebe,  February 
26-28,  with  the  following  courses 
being  offered  in  the  school. 

Children  and  the  Bible,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Monday 

Christian  Beliefs  (youth  only), 
Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate 

Home  and  Church  Working  To¬ 
gether,  Rev.  John  S.  Workman 

The  school  is  to  begin  at  2:30  p. 
m.  on  February  26  and  will  close 
on  Tuesday  evening. 


Mrs.  A  Merritt  Dietterich  is  to 
offer  the  course  on  The  Children 
and  the  Bible,  Si  loam  Springs, 
March  3-5. 


Glossary  Of  Terms 
Used  In  Christian 
Education 

The  works  of  Shakespeare  is  not 
the'  only  body  of  literature  that  re¬ 
quires  a  glossary. 

So  many  specialized  terms  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  work  of  the  Editorial 
and  Local  Church  divisions  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  have 
developed  since  Unification  that  the 
staffs  of  the  two  divisions  have 
recently  compiled  a  glossary  con¬ 
taining  definitions  of  seventy-two 
terms. 

It  is  expected  that  new  terms  will 
be  added  to  the  glossary  from  time 
to  time. 

Some  of  the  terms  in  current  use 
that  the  staffs  of  the  two  divisions 
felt  the  need  of  defining  for  their 
constituencies,  are: 

Buzz  session — a  period  in  which  a 
larger  group  temporarily  reorgan¬ 
izes  into  several  small  groups  in 
order  to  talk  over  a  common  prob¬ 
lem.  Later  these  buzz  groups  report 
findings,  which  are  then  discussed 
by  the  larger  group. 

Christian  Witness  Mission  —  a 
school  of  evangelism  for  older  sen¬ 
iors  and  older  youth,  involving 
group  living,  study  and  discussion, 
and  experience  in  evangelistic 
methods,  including  surveys,  visita¬ 
tion,  services,  street  meetings,  and 
the  like. 

Coaching  conference  —  a  meeting 
arranged  by  a  conference  executive 
secretary  and  the  Department  of 
Leadership  Education  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  helping  prospective  in¬ 
structors  prepare  to  teach  leader¬ 
ship  education  courses. 

Counselor — a  term  used  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  youth-  division,  typical¬ 
ly  applying  to  the  adult  leader  of 
a  department  in  the  division  in¬ 
stead  of  “superintendent.” 

District  director — the  term  appli¬ 
ed  to  members  of  the  district  staff 
for  Christian  education  responsible 
for  specialized  yrork.  * 

Expanded  session  — a  term  used 
in  the  children’s  division  to  de¬ 
signate  continued  session  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  two  or  more 
hours  usually  with  the  same  lead¬ 
ers,  children,  and  units  of  work. 

Fellowship  of  youth  workers — a 
local  fellowship  of  adult  workers 
with  youth. 

Laboratory  school  —  a  school  in 
which  experienced  instructors  guide 
the  work  with  two  or  more  classes 
of  boys  and  girls,  youth,  or  adults. 
In  these  classes  student  -  teachers 
learn  good  procedure  through  prac¬ 
tice  teaching,  guided  observation, 
and  study. 

National  Convocation  of  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth — the  national  quadren¬ 
nial  mass  meeting  of  Methodist 
youth. 

Nursery  home  members  —  the 
young  children  on  the  nursery  home 
roll;  that  is,  the  enrolled  children 
nvho  have  not  yet  come  to  the 
nursery  group  or  class  and  who  are 


The  most  significant  develop¬ 
ments  in  Methodist  leadership  edu¬ 
cation  during  the  past  year  have 
been  in  leadership  education  in  the 
local  church,  in  laboratory  schools 
and  in  the  training  of  camp  lead¬ 
ers,  it  was  said  recently  by  the  Rev. 
M.  Earl  Cunningham,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Leadership  Edu¬ 
cation,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Cunningahm’s  report  to  the 
Board  that  met  in  Cincinnati  Jan¬ 
uary  17-20  bears  out  this  statement. 

The  department  provides  printed 
and  audio-visual  guidance'  materials 
to  help  pastors  and  commissions  on 
education  develop  their  own  plans 
for  recruiting  and  training  work¬ 
ers.  Letters  from  pastors,  directors, 
and  church  school  superintendents 
requesting  suggestions  for  provid¬ 
ing  on-the-job  training  for  work¬ 
ers  have  increased  each  year  dur¬ 
ing  the  quadrennium,  it  was  stated 
in  the  report. 

The  number  of  accredited  labor¬ 
atory  schools  increased  from  61  in 
1952  to  130  in  1955,  with  an  in¬ 
crease  of  more  than  100  per  cent 
in  attendance.  In  1955  there  were 
4712  church  school  teachers  enroll¬ 
ed  in  laboratory  schools,  from  ap¬ 
proximately  1400  churches. 

Since  the  trend  in  church  camp¬ 
ing  is  toward  outdoor  camping  in 
small  groups,  the  training  of  camp 
leaders  on  a  campsite  is  imperative. 
It  is  significant  that  during  the 
quadrennium  carefully  chosen  lead¬ 
ers  representing  31  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  three  foreign  fields  re¬ 
ceived  a  month’s  training  in  Nation¬ 
al  Camp  near  Matamoras,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  389  leaders  had  one  to 
two  weeks  of  training  in  regional 
camps  sponsored  by  the  Special 
Committee  on  Camps  and  Confer¬ 
ences  of  the  National  Council.  These 
persons  returned  to  their  annual 
conferences  to  help  in  training  other 
leaders. 

In  closing  his  report,  Mr.  Cun¬ 
ningham  said: 

“It  is  encouraging,  to  report  signi¬ 
ficant  advances  in  practically  every 
phase  of  our  work.  The  story  of 
leadership  education  in  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  during  the  last  quad¬ 
rennium  was  indeed  one  of  growth 
and  expansion.  Yet,  more  needs  to 
be  done;  our  task  grows  larger  each 
year.  The  number  of  officers  and 
teachers  in  Methodist  church  schools 
has  increased  more  than  50,000  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  four  years.  New,  and 
more  adequate  methods  of  leader¬ 
ship  education  need  to  be  discover¬ 
ed  if  the  goal  of  developing  a  church 
leadership  equal  to  the  demands  of 
our  times  is  to  be  realized.” 


visited  in  their  home  by  the  nurs¬ 
ery  home  visitor. 

Older  adults — adults  of  the  retire¬ 
ment  period,  approximately  sixty- 
five,  or  older.- 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Twelve 


Baton  Rouge  First 
Church  Opens 
Teen-Town 

Teen  -  Town,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  officially 
opened  on  Saturday  evening  in  the 
gymnasium  of  the  Youth  Center. 
Present  for  the  festivities  was  Teen- 
Town  Mayor,  Don  Smith,  elected 
by  the  Youth  Division,  as  well  as 
a  city  council,  also  elected  in  recent 
spirited  run-off  races.  The  mayor, 
council,  two  adult  counselors,  and 
Rev.  Don  Barnes,  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  the  Church,  will 
serve  as  the  guiding  body  of  Teen- 
Town,  which  is  open  to  all  members 
of  the  Youth  Division,  their  friends, 
and  dates.  The  Town  will  be  open 
each  Saturday  evening  from  seven 
until  10:30  o’clock.  A  planned  pro¬ 
gram  of  recreation  is  scheduled,  in¬ 
cluding  ping-pong,  pool,  shuffle 
board,  chess,  checkers,  folk  games', 
and  seasonal  recreation  and  parties. 
Teen-Town  also  features  a  sand¬ 
wich  bar  and  soft  drink  and  candy 
machines.  Twenty-six  adult  "coun¬ 
selors  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
program,  one  couple  each  Saturday 
evening,  with  turns  coming  each 
three  months. 

Reigning  over  the  opening  fes¬ 
tivities,  a  Camellia  Festival,  were 
their  Majesties,  the  King  and  Queen 
of  White  Perfection,  Glen  Hardin 
and  Miss  Etta  Ann  Champagne. 
Members  of  the  court  were  the 
Duke  and  Maid  of  Pink  Perfection, 
Miss  Elaine  Sommers  and  Harry 
Mills;  the  Duke  and  Maid  of  Glen 
Forty,  Miss  Ann  LeLaurin  and 
Glynn  McCrory;  the  Duke  and  Maid 
of  Pink  Debutante,  Miss  Susan  Da¬ 
vis  and  Billy  Hardin;  the  Duke  and 
Maid  of  Daicagura,  McGee  Grisby 
and  Miss  Susan  McLean.  Crown 
bearers  were  Elizabeth  Dawson  and 
Richard  Baker. 

Theme  for  the  evening  was 
‘When  It’s  Camellia  Time  Down 
South”  and.  the  gymnasium  was 
banked  with  camellias  entwined  in 
Louisiana  moss.  On  a  dais  with  a 
backdrop  of  a  huge  heart  fashioned 
of  pink  andjed  camellias,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Church  and  his  wife, 
crowned  the  king  and  queen  in 
appropriate  ceremonies.  A  program 
of  vocal  music  and  a  balloon  con¬ 
test  was  staged  for  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  Royal  Court,  and  this 
was  followed  by  informal  recrea¬ 
tion. 

Beginning  Sunday  evening,  Feb¬ 
ruary  19,  the  Youth  Division  of 
First  Methodist  will  sponsor  a  Len¬ 
ten  Sunday  evening  series,  “Truths 


New  Orleans  Methodism  Has  Busy  Week  End 


As  reported  in  last  week’s  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist,  four  cornerstones 
were  laid  and  a  parsonage  dedicated 
in  a  series  of  services  the  weekend 
of  February  18-19.  Cornerstones 
were  laid  at  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Buras-Triumph,  Rev.  C.  D. 
Pinkard,  pastor;  the  St.  James 
Methodist  Church,  between  Gretna 
and  Bridge  City,  Rev.  Robert  Jam¬ 
ieson,  pastor;  the  i-jSKG  Vista  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Rev. 
Clyde  Frazier,  pastor;  and  the  First 
Methodist  Church  Algiers  for  an 
educational  building,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Matthews,  pastor.  The  parsonage  of 
the  Slidell  Church  was  dedicated  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  Rev.  John  T. 
Redmon  is  the  Slidell  pastor. 

In  all  these  services  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin  was  in  charge  and  was 
assisted  by  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris, 
New  Orleans  District  Superinten¬ 
dent. 

In  top  picture  at  right,  Bishop 
Martin  is  shown  leading  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  cornerstone  laying  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  be¬ 
tween  Buras  and  Triumph.  Seen 
with  Bishop  Martin  are,  left  to  right, 
Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent;  Rev.  Ro¬ 
land  Fredrich,  associate  pastor  of 
Munholland,  New  Orleans,  and  for¬ 
mer  pastor  at  Trinity;  Rev.  C.  D. 
Pinkard,  Trinity  pastor;  and  Rev. 
Ed  Henkel,  pastor  at  Magnum,  and 
former  Trinity  pastor.  The  Trinity 
church  was  opened  for  worship  on 
August  7.  Built  at  a  cost  of  approx¬ 
imately  $43,000,  the  building  is  val¬ 
ued  at  $60,000.  A  debt  of  less  than 
$12,000  remains. 

The  center  picture  is  that  of  the 
St.  James  Methodist  Church  located 
between  Grenta  and  Bridge  City  on 
the  west  bank  across  from  New 
Orleans. 

The  Algiers  Methodists  added  to 
their  church  plant  by  constructing 
additional  educational  facilities  as 
is  shown  at  right  in  lower  picture. 
Of  two  story  brick  construction, 
the  new  building  joins  the  main 
building  on  the  north. 


That  Transform,”  Dr.  Dawson  said. 
This  series  of  sermons  of  applica¬ 
tion  of  Christian  beliefs  to  every¬ 
day  living  will  be  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Ed.  Taylor,  Associ¬ 
ate  Minister  at  First  Methodist. 


;  •  •;  •••• 
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Programs  of  Evening  Activities  Distributed 

march  i,  1956 


Game  Room  Is  Popular  -  First  Night  Many  Came  In  Costume. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 

YOUTH  WENT  WORKING  FOR  GOODWILL 


“From  Algeria  to  Japan  more 
than  100  American  youths  worked 
for  peace  with  pick  and  shovel  last 
summer,”  says  a  report  of  the  U. 
S.  National  Commission  for 
UNESCO.  And  the  Commission  re¬ 
lates  some  of  their  services: 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Commit¬ 
tee  —  with  UNESCO  assistance  — 
they  went  to  Finland  to  tear  stumps 
from  farm  land,  to  Haiti  to  lay 
pipe,  and  to  Lebanon  to  widen  a 
road.  They  paid  for  the  privilege — 
about  $500  for  Europe,  nearly  $800 
for  Japan.  Most  of  them  thought  it 
a  great  bargain. 

These  young  workers  participat¬ 
ed  in  International  Voluntary  Work 
Camps.  The  work  camp  program, 
begun  in  1920  to  provide  voluntary 
labor  to  repair  war  damages,  is  now 
promoting  international  understand¬ 
ing  by  shared  work.  UNESCO  as¬ 
sists  with  an  international  Coordin¬ 
ation  Committee  for  the  program 
and  by  providing  office  space  for 
a  Paris  clearing  house  for  work 
camp  information.  This  summer, 
American  youths  got  to  know  peo¬ 
ples  of  other  lands  by  working 
with  them  in  50  camps  in  16  na¬ 
tions. 

David  Martin,  a  graduate  student 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  work¬ 
ed  in  a  camp  at  Omi  Gakuen,  a 
Japanese  school  for  retarded  chil¬ 
dren.  He  describes  it  thus:  “The 
project  seemed  immense.  We  were 
to  provide  a  drainage  system  for 
a  valley,  covering  about  an  acre 
of  rough  terrain.  Then  we  were  to 
level  the  entire  area,  preparing  the 
ground  for  a  new  kiln  and  several 
pottery  shops  which  the  school  wish¬ 
ed  to  build.  .  .  .  The  most  surpris¬ 
ing  people  set  the  pace:  Pei,  a  short 
and  squarish  Chinese  woman,  teach¬ 
ing  in  Taipei,  carried  earth  with 
endurance  which  astounded  us; 
Kusumoto,  taciturn  but  very  friend - 


DELEGATE  NAMED  TO 
MEETING  OF  COMMITTEE 
OF  WSCF 

Nashville,  Term.—' The  Rev.  Har¬ 
vey  C.  Brown,  Nashville,  and  B.  J. 
Stiles,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas,  have  been  named  by 
the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  general 
committee  of  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation,  August  12-26, 
in  Berlin,  Germany. 

They  were  chosen  by  an  MSM 
committee  which  considered  nom¬ 
inations  from  across  the  country. 

Dr.  Brown  is  a  staff  member  at 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education 
headquarters  here,  serving  as  as¬ 
sistant  secretary  of  the  Department 
of  College  and  University  Religious 
Life.  Stiles,  who  lives  at  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  is  a  student  at  SMU’s  Perk¬ 
ins  School  of  Theology.  He  repre¬ 
sents  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment  on  the  United  Student  Chris¬ 
tian  Council,  American  section  of 
the  WSCF. 

Alternate  Methodist  delegates  to 
the  Berlin  meeting  are  Jack  Craw¬ 
ford,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  a  student 
at  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 
and  William  Gaiser  of  Grove  City, 
Pa.,  a  student  at  Drew  University, 
Madison,  N.  J.  Crawford  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Tennessee  MSM  and 
former  president  of  the  Alabama 


ly,  seemed  to  move  mountains  with 
his  shovel.” 

Peter  Rona,  geology  student  at 
Brown  University,  worked  in  Al¬ 
geria.  He  writes,  “I  try  to  make  the 
point  that  one  is  primarily  a  human 
being,  the  professional  status  be¬ 
ing  secondary,  and  as  a  human  be¬ 
ing  one  craves  significant  human 
experience.  A  workcamp  provides 
just  such  experience.” 

A  major  in  religion  at  Pomona 
College,  Eward  Dew  worked  in  two 
German  camps.  He  observes,  “I  have 
never  seen  such  interest  in  educa¬ 
tion  in  such  an  age  group  in  the 
United  States.  On  the  last  night  of 
our  camp,  we  celebrated  with  a 
camp-fire  that  lasted  all  night,  dur¬ 
ing  which  we  discussed  philosophy 
and  religion  from  11  p.  m.  until  6 
a.  m.  .  .  .  We  mixed  cement,  dug 
ditches,  did  some  elementary  ma¬ 
sonry,  and  helped  with  the  kitchen 
duties.  Compared  with  carefree 
American  construction,  every  brick 
and  piece  of  lumber  from  the  old 
barn  wall  and  roof  was  carefully 
removed  and  used  again  in  the  re¬ 
construction.  Not  a  pfennig  was 
wasted.” 

Burton  Leavitt,  who  teaches 
handicapped  children  at  the  Iowa 
School  for  the  Deaf,  describes  his 
work  camp  experience  as  “seeing 
Europe.”  He  observes,  “The  mail 
lady,  the  mending  woman,  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  truck  store  and  the 
street  workers  and  the  neighbors 
were  all  introduced;  and  we  made 
the  most  of  opportunities  to  ask 
questions  of  them.  I  can  give  a  very 
detailed  account  of  an  average  day 
in  Chambons,  France.  .  .  .  Interna¬ 
tional  tensions  could  be  expected 
and  were  existent.  The  justice  of 
Nazi  Germany’s  and  Fascist  Italy’s 
schemes  of  conquest,  anti-semitism, 
birth  control  and  the  profits  of 
capitalism  during  war  were  event¬ 
ually  presented  before  those  who 
might  feel  senstive  about  them 
amongst  a  crowd  of  people  from 
other  countries.  Most  important  was 
not  their  answers  to  the  implied 
accusations  but  their  continued 
friendship  in  spite  of  what  had  been 
said  or  inferred.” _ 

MSM.  Gaiser  was  formerly  chair¬ 
man  of  the  National  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Commission. 

Founded  in  1895,  the  WSCF  is 
organized  among  students  in  57 
countries.  Member  groups  seek  to 
“witness  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  universities  of  the 
world.” 

Dr.  Brown  and  Stiles  will  go  to 
Austria  in  June  to  serve  in  a  work 
camp  prior  to  the  Berlin  meeting. 
Thirty  American  students  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  work  camp,  and  also 
visit  missions  and  other  points  of 
interest  in  England  and  Europe. 
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WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Valentine  Queen 
Of  Wesley  Sub-District 


Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams,  pastor  of 
the  Maplewood  Methodist  Church 
and  pastor-counselor  of  the  Wesley 
Sub-District,  placed  the  crown  up¬ 
on  the  head  of  “Queen  Edna”. 

Each  year  in  February  the  Wesley 
Sub-District  has  a  Sweetheart  Ban¬ 
quet  as  the  meeting  for  the  month 
when  each  church  may  enter  one 
candidate  for  the  “Sweetheart 
Queen.”  After  a  speech  from  each 
church,  giving  the  reasons  for  each 
candidate  being  selected  by  her 
local  Methodist  Youth  Fellowshp, 
the  queen  is  elected  by  popular 
vote. 

This  year  the  “Sweetheart  Queen” 
was  Miss  Edna  Adams  of  Westlake. 


Tri-Parish 

The  Tri-Parish  Sub-District  held 
its  regular  monthly  meeting  at 
Sicily  Island  on  Feduary  13.  Tom¬ 
my  Purvis  of  Ferriday  presided  at 
the  business  session. 

Essays  were  presented  by  Miss 
Johns  of  Waterproof,  Miss  Carolyn 
Smith  of  St.  Joseph,  and  Miss 
Eleanor  Enright  of  Sicily  Island. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
Sicily  Island  young  people  to  about 
60  people. — Reporter 


Old  Austin 

The  Old  Austin  Sub-District  met 
at  Mt.  Tabor  on  February  15  with 
around  75  in  attendance.  Churches 
represented  were  Concord,  Mt.  Ta¬ 
bor  and  Bethlehem. 

Billy  Tedford,  president,  presided 
over  the  meeting. 

The  Little  Rock  Sub-District  was 
in  charge  of  the  program.  Nine  youth 
workers  and  Mr.  J.  Russell  Hen¬ 
derson  were  present.  Talks  were 
given  on  “I  Follow  Christ  Above 


Important  News  for 
People  60  to  80 

Apply  for  Old  Line  Legal 
Reserve  Life  Insurance 

If  you  are  under  80,  you  can 
still  apply  for  a  $1,000  life  in¬ 
surance  policy  to  help  take  care 
of  final  expenses  without  bur¬ 
dening  your  family. 

Handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN 
of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  obliga¬ 
tion.  No  one  will  call  on  you! 

Simply  mail  postcard  today  for 
free  information  (giving  age)  to 
Old  American  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  1  W.  9th,  Dept.  L1407C 
Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


YOUTH  RALLY  FOR 
PARAGOULD  DISTRICT  - 

Around  275  young  people  of  the 
Paragould  District  met  on  Monday 
night,  February  13,  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Paragould  for 
the  regular  semi-annual  district 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  group  met  in  the  basement 
of  the  churh  at  7:30  where  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  and  singing  was 
enjoyed.  At  8:00  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  went  into  the  sanctuary  for 
the  business  session  and  program. 
Following  the  organ  prelude,  the 
call  to  worship  by  First  Church’s 
youth  choir,  and  group  hymn,  the 
welcome  was  given  by  Ray  Allen 
Goodwin,  president  of  the  host  Sub- 
District.  The  president  introduced 
Robert  Gill,  president  of  the  Nellie 
Dyer  Sub-District  and  the  coun¬ 
selors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Brand. 
Mrs.  Nestal  Woodward  was  intro¬ 
duced  as  counselor  of  the  Grace 

Curtis  Sub-District  and  Jim  Beal  as 
District  Youth  Director. 

At  the  business  session  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fund  globe  program 
was  explained.  It  was  voted  that  the 
evening  offering  would  be  used  to¬ 
ward  the  purchase  of  a  portable 

organ  for  Wayland  Spring  Camp. 

The  organ  has  already  been  pur¬ 
chased. 

The  theme  of  the  program  was 
“Brotherhood.”  Character  sketches 
were  portrayed  by  young  people 
from  Paragould  First  Church.  The 
youth  choir  provided  music  for  the 
program.  The  service  ended  with 
singing  of  the  hymn,  “Are  Ye 
Able?”  and  the  MYF  benediction. 

The  next  district  meeting  will  be 
in  August. — Reporter 

All,”  “MYF  Fund”  and  “Aldersgate 

Camp.”  Mr.  Henderson  urged  all 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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OBITUARIES 

TRAMMELL  —  George  William 
Trammell,  aged  56,  suffered  a  stroke 
after  his  return  from  Sunday  School 
and  church  services,  Sunday,  Jan¬ 
uary  29,  and  passed  away  that  night 
at  his  home  in  Roland,  Arkansas. 
jrs  pastor,  Rev.  J.  R.  Ewbank,  a 
former  pastor,  Rev.  Alva  C.  Rogers 
and  the  district  Superintendent,  Dr. 
Francis  A.  Buddin,  officiated  at  the- 
funeral  services  at  Griffin-Leggett, 
11  A.  M.  Tuesday  morning,  January 
31.  Six  of  his  friends  carried  him 
to  his  last  resting  place  in  Oak¬ 
land  Cemetery.  The  Official  Board 
of  his  church  served  as  honorary 
pallbearers.  Survivors  include  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Carol  Baker  Trammell, 
and  three  sisters. 

George  was  a  veteran  World  War 
I.  He  was  a  loyal  and  faithful 
steward  of  Mt.  View  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock.  He  will  be 
sadly  missed  by  its  members  who 
will  always  remember  him  for  his 
kindly  humorous  remarks,  his 
peacemaking  ability  and  desire  to 
maintain  Christian  fellowhip.  There 
are  those  attending  church  today 
because  of  his  sincerity,  influence, 
devotion  and  loyalty.  Even  though 
in  ill  health  for  years,  he  attended 
church  services  and  meetings  faith¬ 
fully  and  was  always  willing  to  do 
even  more  than  his  share  for  his 
church  and  his  God.  Only  last  fall 
he  was  one  of  two  or  three  who 
painted  the  parsonage  and  garage. 
A  few  months  before,  he  had  sand¬ 
ed  and  refinished  the  floors. 

His  church  friends  plan  to  make 
his  memory  an  incentive  to  make 
themselves  better  followers  of  the 
Christ  who  was  the  guiding  influ¬ 
ence  in  making  him  a  loved  and 
kindly  neighbor  and  friend. — Mat- 
tie  R.  Ewbank 

BENSON — Geroge  Benson  of  Wal¬ 
nut  Ridge  was  born  on  May  27,  1885, 

I  and  died  on  January  2,  1956.  He 
had  been  a  devoted  Christian  and 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  more  than  60  years. 

For  more  than  32  years  we  were 
personally  acquainted  with  George 
Benson.  During  that  time  we  never 
heard  him  say  unkind  words  about 
anyone. 

He  was  kind,  true,  Christlike,  and 
enduring.  He  contributed  much  to 
his  church,  his  family  and  his  many 
friends.  To  know  him  was  to  love 
him.  The  community  has  sustained 
a  loss,  but  has  been  made  better 
because  of  his  life. — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eugene  Hart,  Sr. 


New  Books 

The  Man  Who  Forgot 

By  Clarence  E.  Macartney 
Published  by  Abingdon  Press,  $2.00 

In  twelve  chapters  of  his  new 
book  of  biographical  sermons  Dr. 
Clarence  E.  Macartney  tells  the  dy¬ 
namic  stories  of  great  and  near¬ 
great  biblical  figures  and  shows 
present-day  Christians  how  they 
can  apply  the  lessons  learned  by 
these  personalities  to  the  everyday 
living  of  their  lives.  The  book,  en¬ 
titled  THE  MAN  WHO  FORGOT 
was  published  by  Abingdon  Press. 

Each  forceful  sermon  deals  with 
a  common  problem  in  Christian  liv¬ 
ing  —  jealousy,  ingratitude,  im¬ 
patience,  unrecognized  greatness. 
With  stirring  drama  Dr.  Macartney 
illustrates  these  forces  at  work  in 
the  lives  of  biblical  characters  and 
and-  shows  the  wickedness  that 
proved  the  downfall  of  some  and 
the  devotion  and  faith  that  resulted 
in  final  victory  for  others. 

Dr.  Macartney’s  new  book  is 
marked  by  the  same  qualities  which 
have  distinguished  his  earlier  vol¬ 
umes — fresh  illustrative  material,  a 
swiftly  moving  writing  style,  a  dy¬ 
namic  evangelical  tone,  historically 
based  lessons  that  are  eminently 
applicable  to  twentieth-century  liv¬ 
ing. 

For  the  minister,  here  is  rich  il¬ 
lustrative  sermon  material  and  for 
the  layman,  reassurance  and  inspir¬ 
ation  for  a  fuller  Christian  life. 

D  r .  Macartney  recently  retired 
after  more  than  forty  years  active 
ministry  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  now  devotes  full  time  to  writ¬ 
ing,  lecturing,  and  preaching  on 
special  occasions.  One  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  best  known  religious  writers, 
Dr.  Macartney  is  famous  for  his 


CALL  OR  SEE  FRED  KELLEY 

about  insurance  on  your  home,  car, 
or  furniture.  Agent  for  Old  Line 
Co.’s.  NLR  REALTY,  312  E.  Broad¬ 
way,  No.  Little  Rock,  FR  2-1848. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
_ Phone  FR  5-8500 


5,000  K  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes,  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars.  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D.  Pontiac  Bids.,  Chicago,  5,  111. 


VBS  6*- ’56 

It's  exciting  and  differentl  It’s  a  one- 
theme  course  completely  coordinated  for 
a  Bible-teaching,  Christ-centered  VBS  .  .  . 
All  visual  aids  PUE-CUT .  .  .  PIIE-CUT 
pupil’s  books  through  Primary  »  .  .  adven¬ 
ture  contest  .  .  .  Deco-pattern  Kit  .  .  . 
complete  Leader’s  Guide. 

Ovtek.  Stunf>lt.  Idii  fOD  AY ! 

9  manuals  including  all  pu¬ 
pil’s,  teacher’s  and  the  Guide 

see  Jesus." 

John  12:21 


At  Christian  Bookstores  Everywhere 


□  For  enclosed  *2.25,  send  me  ‘'The  King's 
fldventureland"  Sample  Kit. 

□  Send  me  free  Information  on  the  new 
VBS  course,  “The  King’s  Adventureland.” 


^So4^)eiL 


mill- 


Dept.  1 13 


GLENDALE  4,  CALIFORNIA 


Address 


or  MOUND,  MINNESOTA 


I  City - Zone_State. 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
who  could  to  go  the  camp.  A  quar¬ 
tet,  composed  of  Billy  and  Bobby 
Tedford,  Sonny  Weaver  and  Wallace 
Ingram  sang  three  songs. 

Recreation  was  led  by  the  Little 
Rock  Sub  -  District.  Several  songs 


were  sung  and  a  game  played.  Re¬ 
freshments  were  served  after  the 
recreation. 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  by 
forming  a  friendship  circle  and  sing¬ 
ing  “Bless  Be  The  Tie”  and  repeat-, 
ing  the  MYF  benediction.  —  Re¬ 
porter 


powerful  biographical  sermons 
about  Bible  characters.  Among  his 
many  books  are  THE  WOMAN  OF 
TEKOAH,  YOU  CAN  CONQUER, 
STRANGE  TEXTS  BUT  GRAND 
TRUTHS,  CHARIOTS  OF  FIRE, 
and  MOUNTAINS  AND  MOUN¬ 
TAIN  MEN  OF  THE  BIBLE,  all 
published  by  Abingdon  Press. 
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between  Church  and  Home . . . 


The  Christian  Home 


The  Christian  Home  is  a  64-page  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  that  helps  you  lay  the  foundation  for  the  happy 
family  life  so  necessary  to  Christian  living. 

It  contains  articles  on  family  problems  written  by 
prominent  educators,  counselors,  and  clergymen;  a 
special  section  on  practicing  Christian  principles 
in  everyday  living;  a  family  worship  section  with 
Bible  readings,  inspiring  poems,  graces,  songs,  and 
a  study  guide  for  parents ;  good  short  stories,  poems, 
puzzles,  and  recreation  plans. 

Subscribe  to  The  Christian  Home  now,  when  the 
entire  nation  is  looking  forward  to  National  Fam¬ 
ily  Week — the  week  dedicated  to  strengthening  ties 
between  church  and  home.  It  will  be  sent  to  individ¬ 
uals  for  $2.00  a  year,  and  in  quantity  to  churches 
for  only  45^  a  quarter.  Subscribe  today! 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Oivision  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


“JESUS  INTERPRETS  HISTORY” 

LESSON  FOR  MARCH  11,  1956 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Luke  21: 
5-38. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “Heaven  and  earth  will  pass 
away,  hut  my  words  will  not  pass  away.”  (Luke  21:33) 


This  is  the  second  lesson  of  five 
sessions  UNIT  VIII:  “THE  LORD 
OF  LIFE”.  The  general  aim  of  the 
unit  is  “to  see  and  appreciate  the 
fact  of  Christ’s  lordship  with,  re¬ 
gards  to  war  and  peace,  last  things, 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  the  cross,  and 
victory  over  death.” 

The  theme  of  the  first  lesson  of 
the  unit  was  “Christ  Confronts  the 
Modern  World.”  The  aim  of  the 
lesson  was  to  lead  people  to  imbibe 
and  radiate  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and 
thus  to  seek  to  bring  about  world 
peace.  The  scripture  background 
had  to  do  with  the  triumphal  entry 
of  Christ  into  Jerusalem  and  the 
cleansing  of  the  Temple. 

Christ  drew  the  line  tight  and 
forced  people  to  choose  in  that  day. 
The  choice  was  between  Him  and 
his  way  of  life  and  some  other  way 
of- life.  The  Jewish  Nation  rejected 
the  Lord.  This  rejection,  together 
with  the  influences  that  caused  the 
people  to  make  it,  finally  e  o 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and 
the  scattering  of  the  people. 

We  of  the  modern  world,  reel 
that  the  Jews  made  a  terrible  mis¬ 
take  in  the  choice  they  made  m 
that  day.  Some  times  we  are  in¬ 
clined  to  feel  that  we  would  have 
done  better  had  we  been  m  their 
place.  We  do  not  stop  to  realize 
that  Christ  is  still  with  us;  we  still 
have  him  before  us  and  we 
have  to  choose  just  as  same  as  did 
the  people  of  that  time.  The  choice 
is  still  between  Christ  and  his  way 
of  life  and  some  other  way.  We  can 
reject  Christ  now,  crucify  him 
afresh,  and  put  him  to  an  open 
shame  just  as  did  the  people  of 
that  time.  Christ  is  confronting  the 
modern  world  today  just  as  he  1 
Judiasm  in  the  long  ago.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  we  will  do  any 
better  in  the  way  of  choosing  than 
did  the  people  of  that  time.  Down 
through  the  centuries,  in  the  rough, 
human  nature  has  remained  the 
same.  We  have  the  same  tendencies 
toward  self-centeredness  and  the 
same  temptations  to  reject  the 
Christian  way  of  life  as  did  the 
people  of  that  age.  May  God  grant 
that  we  succeed  where  they  failed. 
At  least  we  have  the  example  of 
their  failure  and  its  results  to  warn 
us.  Their  failure  to  accept  Christ 
and  his  way  of  life  led  to  their  de¬ 
struction.  A  failure  at  this  same 
point  on  our  part  could  well  lead 
to  the  destruction  of  modern  civil¬ 
ization. 

A  LOOK  AT  THE  SCRIPTURES 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today.  Our  theme  is  “Jesus  Inter¬ 
prets  History”.  This  interpretation 
takes  us  into  what  is  termed  in  his¬ 
tory  “last  things”.  These  have  to 
do  with  the  end  of  the  world,  the 
consummation  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  the  final  judgment,  and  the 
second  coming  of  Christ.  As  these 
matters  are  mentioned,  we  can  see 
immediately  that  we  are  over  deep 


water.  There  has  been  more  con¬ 
troversy  over  these  points  than  any 
othei\  teaching  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  There  are  good  and  sincere 
people  on  the  various  sides  of  the 
arguments  concerning  them. 

Take,  for  example,  the  contro¬ 
versy  over  the  second  coming  of 
Christ.  There  are  some  who  con¬ 
tend  that  Christ  has  already  ful¬ 
filled  the  promise  of  his  second 
coming;  that  he  came  in  the  Person 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
the 'Day  of  Pentecost,  spoken  of  in 
Acts  2.  There  can  be  no  question 
about  the  fact  that  Christ  is  here 
spiritually  already.  He  promised  his 
disciples  that  he  would  not  leave 
them  comfortless  but  would  return 
to  them  and  continue  with  them  to 
the  end  of  the  age,  or  as  it  is  some 
times  termed,  the  end  of  the  world. 

There  are  others  who  say  that 
he  came  in  A.D.  70  when  Jerusalem 
was  destroyed.  They  have  some  ar¬ 
gument  for  their  position.  Even  a 
casual  reading  of  the  24th  chapter 
of  Matthew  will  show  that  the  Lord 
himself  joined  together  the  matter 
of  his  second  coming  with  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Jerusalem. 

The  writer,  however,  does  not 
accept  either  of  these  events  as  the 
second  coming  of  Christ,  that  is 
spoken  of  over  and  over  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  reason  why  he  re¬ 
fuses  to  do  this  is  the  fact  that  many 
other  things  which  were  supposed 
to  take  place  at  his  coming  have 
not  yet  taken  place.  Then,  too,  most 
of  the  New  Testament  was  written 
after  the  happening  of  these  two 
events,  and  not  a  single  writer  ac¬ 
cepts  either  of  them  as  the  second 
coming  of  the  Lord.  As  the  writer 
sees  it,  the  second  coming  of  the 
Lord  as  spoken  of  in  the  New  Test¬ 
ament  is  still  in  the  future. 

Another  point  over  which  there 
has  been  quite  a  bit  of  argument 
and  confusion  is  the  time  at  which 
these  events  of  “the  last  things”  are 
supposed  to  take  place.  There  have 
been  several  generations  since 
-  Christ  left  this  world  in  visible 
form  nearly  two  thousand  years 
ago,  but  there  has  not  been  a  one 
in  which  there  has  not  lived  certain 
people  who  expected  his  visible  re¬ 
turn  during  their  lifetime.  This  even 
includes  the  first  generation,  and 
in  that  generation  some  of  the 
writers  of  certain  portions  of  the 
New  Testament.  For  example,  no 
one  can  read  First  and  Second  Thes- 
salonians  with  an  open  mind  with¬ 
out  realizing  that  the  writer  of 
these  two  epistles  expected  the  Lord 
to  return  in  visible  form  right  away, 
even  during  the  lifetime  of  that 
generation. 

So,  beginning  back  at  that  early 
day  in  the  Christian  movement  and 
continuing  down  to  our  time  we 
have  had  people  in  each  generation 
preaching  and  believing  that  the 
Lord  was  about  to  return  andMhat 
the  world  was  about  to  come  to 


an  end.  And  they  are  to  be  blamed 
for  this?  Not  at  all.  Are  we  to  dis¬ 
count  other  things  they  say  simply 
because  they  have  been  wrong  in 
thinking  that  the  Lord  was  coming 
back  sooner  than  he  was?  Not  in  the 
least.  But  when  we  hear  sermons 
or  read  articles  on  this  subject  which 
try  to  deal  with  the  matter  of  the 
time  of  his  coming,  we  need  to  re¬ 
member  what  Christ  himself  said 
along  tlris  line  in  Matthew  24:36: 
“But  of  that  day  and  hour  no  one 
knows,  not  even  the  angels  of  heav¬ 
en,  nor  the  Son,  but  the  Father 
only.” 

It  is  simply  a  matter  of  historical 
record  that  there  has  never  been  a 
major  crisis  since  Christ  left  the 
world  visibly  that  people  have  not 
thought  it  marked  the  end  of  the 
world  and  the  time  of  his  second 
coming. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  along 
this  line  that  all  of  us  need  to  be 
careful  about,  and  that  is  the  be¬ 
coming  so  interested  in  “last  things” 
that  we  neglect  what  the  Lord  him¬ 
self  termed  the  first  things,  name¬ 
ly,  the  loving  God  supremely  and 
fellowmen  as  self.  Christ  is  here  in 
Spirit  already.  As  Tennyson  said, 
“He  is  closer  to  us  than  breathing 
and  nearer  than  hands  and  feet.”  If 
we  will  permit  him  to  do  so,  he  will 
fill  our  lives  and  operate  through 
our  bodies  in  the  building  of  his 
kingdom. 

Another  matter  that  has  to  do 
with  the  idea  of  “last  things”  is  the 
manner  of  the  consummation  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Jesus  had  more  to 
say  about  the  kingdom  of  God  than 
he  did  any  other  one  theme.  Like 
that  of  John  the  Baptist,  his  first 
text  was  “Repent,  for  thei  kingdom 
of  God  is  at  hand.”  Jesus  preached 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  was  al¬ 
ready  with  the  people;  in  them;  and 
yet  was  coming.  There  is  no  con¬ 
tradiction  whatever  here.  When  he 
spoke  of  it  as  already  present  he 
was  thinking  of  it  in  its  beginning, 
and  when  he  spoke  of  it  as  coming 
he  meant  the  consummation  of  it; 
the  final  stages  of  it. 

As  is  true  with  other  “last  things”, 
there  has  beeii  quite  a  bit  of  argu¬ 
ment  with  regards  to  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Some 
contend  that  it  is  to  come  in  a 
cataclysmic  fashion.  They  believe 
that  the  world  will  grow  worse  and 
worse  until  the  Lord  returns  and 
destroys  it  and  on  the  dust  and 
ashes  of  a  regime  that  failed  he  will 
bring  to  consummation  his  kingdom. 
He  will  set  up  his  rule  on  earth  and 
reign  with  his  saints  for  a  thousand 
years. 

This  idea  is  much  older  than 
Christianity.  It  dates  far  back  into 
the  history  of  the  Jews.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  these  people  were 
looking  forward  to  a  Messiah  who 
would  reign  among  them.  They  ex¬ 
pected  it  to  be  an  earthly  kingdom 
and  felt  that  the  Jews  under  their 
Messiah  would  be  the  predominating 
people  of  the  world. 

They  did  not  at  first  expect  this 
kingdom  to  come  in  a  cataclysmic 
way.  They  felt  that  they  would  be 
able,  by  the  help  of  God,  to  bring 
it  in.  But  as  time  went  on  they  were 
crushed  and  defeated  by  larger  na¬ 
tions  all  around  them.  This  con¬ 
tinued  until  they  had  about  lost 
hope.  In  the  place  of  completely 
giving  up,  however,  they  begin  to 
feel  that  God  would  come  and  in  a 
miraculous  way  and  do  for  them, 
what  they  could  not,  even  by  his 
help,  do  for  themselves. 

One  can  readily  see  why  this  idea 
would  become  a  hope  of  Chris¬ 
tianity..  Good  moves  very  slowly. 
Some  one  has  said  that  “a  lie  can 


run  a  mile  before  the  truth  gets  its 
boots  on.”  All  to  often  we  see  wrong 
upon  the '  throne  while  right  is 
the  cross.  We  have  seriously  tried 
and  we  know  that  generations  be¬ 
fore  us  have  also  tried  to  build  a 
better  world,  but  still  evil  remains 
in  the  saddle.  Not  too  many  years 
ago  we  fought  World  War  I  to  make 
the  world  safe  for  democracy,  but 
within  a  few  years  of  its  close  there 
were  more  people  under  dictators 
than  had  ever  been  before  in  all 
the  history  of  the  human  race.  This 
tends  to  make  people  greatly  dis¬ 
couraged  and  they  come  to  feel  that 
if  there  is  ever  to  be  a  kingdom  of 
God  on  earth,  he  himself  will  have 
to  build  it  in  a  miraculous  way  after 
he  has  destroyed  the  evil  that  pre¬ 
dominates.  If  one  needs  anything 
else  to  add  to  his  discouragement, 
let  him  think  of  the  selfish,  greed' 
political  corruption,  fear,  hatred 
prejudice,  lust,  violence,  and  athe¬ 
istic  infidelity,  all  of  which  run 
rampant  over  our  present  world. 

When  one  takes  all  these  evils  in¬ 
to  consideration  he  can’t  blame  peo¬ 
ple  too  severely  for  feeling  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  can  come  only 
through  the  miraculous,  cataclysmic 
intervention  of  God  himself.  Then, 
too,  they  have  passages  of  scripture 
that  point  in  that  direction,  but  on 
the  other  hand  there  are  other  pas¬ 
sages  that  seem  to  teach  otherwise. 
Some  of  these  would  lead  people  to 
believe  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
to  come  by  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment.  Such,  for  example,  as  the  par¬ 
able  of  the  mustard  seed  which 
teaches  the  matter  of  growth;  and 
that  of  the  leaven,  or  yeast,  which 
teaches  the  spreading  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  kingdom  by  permeation. 

The  writer  is  not  trying  to  soft- 
soap  the  evils  of  our  present  world. 
The  Lord  knows  it  is  far  from  what 
it  ought  to  be.  But  still  he  believes 
that  if  you  take  the  world  over  long 
enough  periods  of  time  it  is  slowly 
but  surely  becoming  better.  He  came 
to  this  conclusion  through  a  careful 
study  of  ancient  history.  If  one  will 
study  the  human  race  as  far  back 
as  history  goes  he  will  discover  that 
at  least  some  progress  has  been 
made.  Most  of  the  people  of  the 
world  are  now  out  qf  caves,  and  but 
very  few  of  them  continue  to  eat 
each  other.  In  no  civilized  nation  of 
the  world  today  can  parents  at  their 
own  discretion  destroy  unwanted 
children. 

Yes,  the  world  has  made  some 
progress.  This  progress  has  been 
slow;  altogether  too  slow,  but  it  is 
there  none-the-less.  In  the  very 
midst  of  progress  there  have  been 
periods  of  retrogression.  Under 
certain  favorable  circumstances  the 
human  race  has  moved  forward,  but 
under  other  circumstances  it  has 
fallen  back.  There  have  been  great 
moral  and  religious  slumps;  in  fact 
these  slumps  follow  every  war;  the 
bigger  the  war  the  bigger  the  slump- 
But  mankind  never  falls  all  the  way 
back  to  his  starting  point,  if  he  did 
there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  civ¬ 
ilization  much  less  religion. 

The  writer  believes  in  the  coming 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its  fina 
consummation,  but  he  believes  tha 
it  will  come  by  gradual  growth  an 
development  through  the  efforts  o 
God-filled  people.  He  also  believes 
in  the  final  judgment — though  theie 
is  a  sense  in  which  every  day  is  a 
judgment  day — and  he  believes  111 
the  visible  return  of  the  Lord. 

People  may  and  will  differ  ove^ 
many  of  the  points  mentioned  a 
bove,  but  there  are  a  few  thing's  o 
which  all  can  agree  and  those  31 
the'  facts  that  good  will  predom 
nate  and  God  will  win  in  the  end. 
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DR.  OUTLER  TO  GIVE  Louisiana  Conference  Host  To  .  -  .  ,  „ 

WILLSON  LECTURES  S.  C.  Jurisdiction  Womans  Meet 


Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  well  known 
Methodist  professor,  writer  and 
lecturer,  will  present  the  Willson 
Lecture  Series  at  Centenary  College 
this  year. 

Dr.  Outler  will  speak  on  March 
20,  21  and  22  in  the  Brown  Memo¬ 
rial  Chapel  on  the  Centenary  cam¬ 
pus.  The  lectures,  while  open  to 
anyone  interested,  are  integrated  in¬ 


DR.  A.  C.  OUTLER 


to  the  religious  education  program 
at  Centenary  and  are  planned  pri¬ 
marily  for  students. 

The  annual  lecture  series  is  made 
possible  through  the  generosity  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Willson  of  Floyd- 
ada,  Tex.,  and  the  program  is  de¬ 
signed  to  bring  outstanding  speakers 
in  the  field  of  religion  or  education 
to  the  campus  for  several  days  each 
year. 

Dr.  Outler,  a  native  of  Thomas- 


Mrs.  Wideman  Watson,  Homer,  Louisiana  Conference  Secretary  of  Literature  and 
Publications,  left,  and  Mrs.  W.  'F.  Cooley,  Russellville,  Secretary  of  Literature  and 
Publications  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Woman’s  Society,  confer  with  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Long,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, -about  Woman’s  Society  materials.  Mrs.  Long  is  the  Publication 
Manager  of  “The  Methodist  Woman”. 


ville,  Ga.,  is  professor  of  theology  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  affil¬ 
iated  with  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Dallas,  Tex.  He  earned 
his  BA  degree  at  Wofford  College, 
his  BD  degree  at  Emory  University 
and  his  PhD  at  Yale  University.  He 
served  Methodist  Churches  in  South 
Georgia  for  seven  years,  taught  at 
Duke  University  and  then  became 
Dwight  Professor  of  Theology  at 
Yale.  He  has  held  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  since  1951. 

Dr.  Outler  is  a  member  of  the 


American  Theological  Society,  the 
American  Society  of  Church  History, 
the  National  Council  of  Religion  in 
Higher  Education,  Phi  Beta  Kappa, 
the  National  Association  of  Biblical 
Instructors,  Duodecim,  and  was  of¬ 
ficial  Methodist  delegate  to  the  third 
•world  conference  on  faith  and  order 
in  Sweden  in  1952. 

He  has  served  as  trustee  of  the 
United  Board  of  Christian  Colleges 
in  China  and  as  consultant  for  the 
Edward  W.  Hazen  and  Danfofth 
Foundations. 


Plans  Ready  for  Southernmost  Church 


Plans  are  going  forward  for  the 
organization  of  a  congregation  of 
Methodists  in  Louisiana’s  southern¬ 
most  city,  Venice,  the  last  communi¬ 
ty  going  south  on  the  Mississippi. 
The  new  church  will  be  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church  of  Buras-Triumph,  where 
Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  is  pastor.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  past  week  Rev.  W.  R.  Irv¬ 
ing,  pastor  of  the  Ingleside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church^'Baton  Rouge,  has 
been  assisting  Rev.  Mr.  Pinkard  in 
a  sferies  of  service  leading  up  to  the 
organization  of  the  church. 

Plans  are  also  being  made  for  the 
construction  of  a  building  for  the 
Venice  congregation.  The  architect 
is  S.  S.  Stanfield,  New  Orleans,  who 
is  seen  in  the  middle  of  picture  at 
the  left.  Others  in  the  picture  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  V.  D.  Morris,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  Superintendent,  Rev. 
Mr.  Pinkard,  Mr.  E.  J.  Elzey,  Sr., 
Venice  laymen  who  is  making  real 
estate  available  for  the  building, 
and  Bishop  Martin. 


By  Frances  S.  Wayland 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Servr 
ice  held  its  Fifteenth  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  February  28,  29  and 
March  1,  with  an  attendance  of  130 
delegates  and  hundreds  of  visitors. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Horton,  Jr.,  Houston, 
president,  presided  over  the  sessions 
which  included  reports  of  the  juris¬ 
diction  secretaries  and  officers  pre¬ 
sent  on  the  theme  “That  The 
World  May  Know.” 

In  her  president’s  message,  Mrs. 
Horton  called  for  an  increase  in 
membership,  urging  one  new  mem¬ 
ber  for  each  seven  present  mem¬ 
bers  in  every  society  as  the  goal 
to  be  reached  by  May.  Mrs.  Wayne 
Harrington,  treasurer,  led  in  the 
pledge  service  in  wdiich  the  eighteen 
conferences  pledged  a  total  of  $1,- 
625,325.00  for  the  year  1956-57. 

One  of  the  main  items  of-  the 
business  sessions  was  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  twelve  women  to  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  of  the  Board -sof  Mis¬ 
sions.  These  included:  Mrs.  Joe  T. 
Rogers,  Kansas;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Reid, 
Texas;  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  Louisi¬ 
ana;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Werner,  Kansas; 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Farmer,  Missouri;  Mrs. 
Charles  W.  Mead,  Nebraska;  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Henderson,  Arkansas;  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Coffee,  Texas;  Mrs.  Virgil 
Neely,  Oklahoma;  Mrs.  W.  L.  Perry, 
man,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Kenneth  Mc¬ 
Gill,  Kansas;  and  Mrs.  Frank  Great- 
house,  New  Mexico.  Alternates  are: 
Mrs.  J.  N.  R.  Score,  Texas  and  Mrs. 
O.  F.  Garza,  New  Mexico.  From 
this  number  the  Jurisdiction  Con¬ 
ference  will  elect  six  women  at 
its  meetings  in  New  Orleans  in 
June. 

Outstanding  addresses  were  giv¬ 
en  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  “They 
Go— That  the  World  May  Know” 
and  his  closing  address,  “That  the 
World  May  Know — I  Must  Know”. 
Mrs.  Charles  Mead  delivered  the 
opening  address,  “Beginning  in 
Jerusalem”  telling  of  the  projects 
of  the  Home  Division.  Miss  Cornelia 
Russell,  secretary  of  Town  and 
Country  Work,  gave  the  challenge 
which  the  rural  community  pre¬ 
sents  to  the  church  as  one-half  of 
the  children  in  the  United  States 
live  in  towns  of  2500  or  less.  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Long,  Circulation  Manager 
of  The  Methodist  Woman,  gave  two 
inspiring  messages:  “The  Lure  of 
Literature”,  and  “A  Song  in  Many 
Lands,”  telling  of  her  recent  trip  to 
Southeast  Asia,  in  preparation  for 
the  mission  study  of  1957. 

The  Conference  was  impressed  on 
Wednesday  evening  by  the  Sym¬ 
posium  composed  of  Beatriz  Rymer, 
Dominican  Republic;  Sigrid  Spruth, 
Berlin,  Germany;  Winnie  Tan,  Ma¬ 
laya;  and  Marta  Haro,  Mexico  City, 
all  students  at  National  College, 
Kansas  City. 

Throughout  the  meeting  beautiful 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Something  New  In  Church  Buildings  \ 

Carlton  Markets 


Prefabricated 

Churches 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Because  of  the  great  interest  of  recent  years  in  church  and  educa¬ 
tional  building  construction,  builders  have  been  giving  considerable  thought  and  planning 
to  the  development  of  church  and  educational  buildings  which,  when  mass-produced, 
would  have  a  more  attractive  appeal  financially  to  average'  size  and  smaller  congrega¬ 
tions.  The  pre-fabricated  home  and  commercial  building  business  has  been  underway 
for  several  years  and  the  markets  for  these  buildings  seems  to  be  enlarging.  What  about 
pre-fabricated  church  and  educational  buildings? 

This  publication  is  presenting  this  week  the  second  of  two  articles  on  this  subject  with 
the  hope  that  products  and  plans  here  presented  will  help  in  some  way  to  keep  local 
church  leaders  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 


HE  return  to  religion  and’ 
growing  church  attendance 
are  creating  a  space  problem 
for  many  of  America’s  small 
churches. 

The  problem  is  further  compli¬ 
cated  by  the  increasingly  high  cost 
of  building  today. 

One  solution  to  this  problem  has 
been  evolved  by  a  western  lumber 
manufacturing  company.  It  has 
created  .^a  pre-fabricated  church 
which  can  conform  to  several  floor 
plans  at  a  comparatively  low  cost. 

One  example  of  this  is  the  Cedar 
Mills  church,  shown  here,  in  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  a  Carlton  Chapel,  de¬ 
signed  and  built  by  the  Carlton 
Lumber  Company.  This  is  one  of 
many  Carlton  designed  churches 
already  in  use. 

Churches  are  designed  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  flexible  to  fit  the  needs  of 
many  size  church  groups;  they  can 
easily  be  assembled  by  ten  men  in 
less  than  ten  working  days. 

This  Pre-fabrication  method  was 
bor/P  as  a  result  of  the  great  need 
for  a  lower  cost  structure  for  small 
but  growing  church  and  mission 
groups.  Plans  are  not  stock  plans, 
but  instead  each  structure  is  built 
to  fill  particular  needs. 

The  chapel  may  be  placed  over 
a  basement,  or  on  a  concrete  slab. 
If  conventional  floor  framing  is 
used  the  joists  .and  sub-flooring 
must  be  in  place  before  the  Carlton 
“package”  arrives. 

The  package  includes  a  design  by 
a  prominent  west  coast  architect, 
and  all  necessary  plans,  plus  assem¬ 
bly  instructions. 

Materials  include  wall  panels 
with  2x4  studding,  2x8  headers  and 


2x4  framing.  These  panels  are  cov¬ 
ered  with  5/16”  plywood  sheathing, 
vaposeal  paper  and  then  exterior 
siding  of  the  buyer’s  choice.  Choice 
of  interior  paneling  is  included,  to 
be  applied  when  walls  are  up.  Gable 
panels  are  constructed  in  the  same 
manner  to  facilitate  assembly. 

Roof  sheathing  of  2x6  kiln-dried 
tongue-and-groove  lumber  and  com¬ 
position  shingles  are  furnished  in 
a  choice  of  three  colors  for  the  fin¬ 
ished  roof. 

The  church  group  may  select  the 
scissors  truss  or,  for  the  Cathedral 
effect,  the  patented  glue-laminated 
arch. 

All  dooys  and  windows  are  fac¬ 
tory  assembled  ready  for  placement. 
And,  a  custom-designed  steeple  is 
easily  installed. 

High  quality  building  hardware 
and  all  necessary  naiis  and  bolts 
are  supplied  by  the  manufacturer. 
Plumbing,  heating,  wiring  and 
paint  are  usually  more  economically 
contracted  in  the  locality. 

Asphalt  floor  tile  in  a  choice  of 
colors  and  tile  cement  are  included. 
Church  furniture  In  most  cases  is 
contracted  separately  through  local 
agencies. 

Chapel  widths  may  vary  from  20’ 
up  to  40’.  Trusses  occur  every  eight 
feet  and  will  govern  the  length. 
Wing  sizes  vary  to  fit  the  church 
needs.  Partitions  for  activity  rooms 
may  be  included  in  the  package 
but  are  customarily  added  as  need¬ 
ed.  All  chapels  are  built  to  meet 
standard  building  codes  as  well  as 
the  California  Earthquake  Code. 

Costs  of  the  Carlton  Chapels  vary 
to  a  great  extent  due  to  the  flexi¬ 
bility  in  planning  to  meet  jrequire- 


Arkansas  Migrant 
Worker  Named 
.By  Natl  Council 

Chicago  (NC)  —  Miss  Gassandra 
Stockburger  of  Montreat,  N.  C.,  a 
forme*  Presbyterian  missionary  to 
Colombia,  South  America,  has  been 
named  director  of  migrant  work  in 
Arkansas  for  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  She  will  also  have  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  migrant  work  in 
Tennessee  and  Louisiana. 

Announcement  of  her  appoint- 
m  e  n  t ,  effective  immediately,  was 
made  today  by  Dr.  Roy  G.  Ross, 
general  secretary. 

Miss  Stockburger  will  be  based 
in  Memphis,  Teftn.,  and  will  utilize 
one  of  the  27  “harvesters”  — 
“church  on  wheels”  — ■  operated  by 
the  National  Council’s  Division  of 
Home  Missions. 

The  Arkansas  migrant  ministry  is 
part  of  a  nationwide  welfare  pro¬ 
gram  of  farm  migrants  sponsored 
by  the  Division  in  cooperation  with 
state  and  local  councils  of  churches. 
Cooperating  with  Miss  Stockbur- 
ger’s  work  are  the  United  Church 
Women  of  Arkansas  and  the  state 
council  of  churches.^. 

She  will  continue  the  Blytheville, 
Ark.,  work  which  has  been  carried 
on  for  some  time,  and  will  expand 
her  activities  into  other  parts  of  the 
state,  as  well  as  Tennessee  and  Lou¬ 
isiana,  where  there  is  need  for  mi¬ 
grant  social  and  religious  services. 
Among  the  new  developments  will 
be  one  in  a  200-housing-unit  camp 
for  migrant  workers  at  Springdale, 
Arkansas. 

The  project  at  Blytheville  has  in¬ 
cluded  worship  services,  a  weekend 
recreational  center,  family  nights, 
movies,  school  sessions  for  children 
not  attending  the  public  schools,  and 
a  maternity  clinic.  Miss  Stockbur¬ 
ger,  who  speaks  Spanish  fluently, 
■  will  also  be  a  hospital  and  court  in¬ 
terpreter  for  migrant  workers,  many 
of  whom  do  not  speak  English. 


ments.  However,  great  savings  are 
achieved  from  the  use  of  volunteer 
labor,  predrawn  plans  and  complete 
blue-prints  furnished  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer. 

The  builder,  the  Carlton  Lumber 
Company,  712  North  Tillamook  St., 
Portland,  Oregon,  will  send  addi¬ 
tional  literature,  locations  of  com¬ 
pleted  chapels,  and  suggested  plan 
sheets  at  no  cost  upon  request. 


THE 

BROADCASTER 

J.  Daniel  Barron 


I’ll  never  do  it  again  —  never  g0 
to  a  recital  by  an  eminent  organist. 

I  attended  such  a  recital  with  Dr. 
Harrison  Baker  who,  at  its  cher¬ 
ished  conclusion,  said,  “I  thought 
several  times  she  was  going  to 
break  into  a  tune.” 

I’m  by  that  type  of  recital  like 
Bill  Nye  was  by  Wagner’s  music. 
“I  understand,”  he  said,  “that  his 
music  is  better  than  it  sounds.” 

To  me,  an  illiterate  in  organ  mu¬ 
sic,  they  display  the  digital  dexter¬ 
ity  of  the  organist.  That  and  nothing 
more. 

To  niy  untrained  ear  they  pro¬ 
duce  nothing  that  resembles  music. 
Just  sound  and  fury. 

I  dare  to  put  my  ignorance  on 
parade  because  I  am  sure  what 
happens  to  me  at  this  sort  of  organ 
recital  happens  to  m&ny  people  in 
our  church  services. 

They  must  leave  the  masses  un¬ 
moved. 

The  initiated  and  skilled  musi¬ 
cians  are  elated  by  the  organ  re¬ 
cital. 

The  initiated  and  skilled  church¬ 
men  are  elated  by  the  formal  wor¬ 
ship  service,  including  the  sermon 
on  Put  Your  Best  Foot  Forward. 

But  what  about  the  Dan  Barrons 
and  John  Does,  uninitiated  and  un¬ 
skilled,  who  attend  these  things? 

Many  must  long  in  our  services 
for  us  to  “break  into  a  tune”  — 
say  or  do  something  on  their  level 
of  understanding  and  response. 

If  they  do  not  hear  the  “tune” 
they  will  follow  my  pattern  of  boy¬ 
cott. 

I  hate  hillbillyism  in  the  church 
service  about  the  same  way  an 
eminent  organist  hates  a  familiar 
hymn  in  his  recital. 

But  the  organist  and  I  are  foolish 
to  ignore  the  plain  fact  that  God 
makes  more  hillbillies  than  any 
other  grade  of  people. 

This  hillbilly  is  not  going  to  an¬ 
other  recital  unless  he  has  some 
assurance  the  organist  will  break 
into  at  least  one  “tune”. 

And  a  lot  of  my  buddies  are  out¬ 
side  the  church  for  the  lack  of  the 
same  assurance  —  a  “tune”. 


The  Carlton  Chapel 


Chapel  Interior 
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Nashville  Methodists  To  Sponsor 

A  Greek  Refugee  Family 


From  Thebes  To 


Arkansas 


By  Georgia  N.  McDonald 


METHODISTS  in  Nashville,  Arkansas,  are  busy  preparing  a  real 
American  welcome  for  the  seven  members  of  a  Greek  refuge  fam¬ 
ily  who  are  anxiously  awaiting  passage  from  Thebes  to  their  new 
hope  for  the  future. 

The  Rev.  J.  E.  Dunlap,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Nashville, 
said  arrangements  have  been  completed,  with  the  help  of  the  Methodist 
Committee  on  Overseas  Relief,  and  the  only  delay  now  is  the  wait  for  a 
suitable  ship  to  cqme  by  to  bring  the  family  to  the  United  States.  - 

The  family  is'  composed  of  the  parents,  Dimitrios  and  Konstandinia 
Meidanis,  both  56;  a  daughter,  Roxani  26;  and  sons,  Panagiotis  23,  Loukas 
21,  Emmanouil  18,  and  Konstandinos,  9. 

Began  With  TV  Show 

It  all  began  one  night  in  June  1955,  when  D.  B.  Yarbrough,  manager 
of  Fair  and  Sons  Orchards  in  Nashville,  was  watching  Edward  R.  Murrow’s 
TV  newscast.  Murrow  did  a  story  about  displaced  persons  and  told  the 
urgent  needs  of  the  millions  who  were  uprooted  by  war  and  civil  strife, 
and  who  are  now  homeless.  He  referred  to  the  U.S.  Refugee  Relief  Act  of 
1953  which  provides  that  209,000  of  these  persons  can  come  to  the  United 
States  if  sponsors  and  employers  can  be  found.  He  added  if  anyone  listen¬ 
ing  could  help,  to  contact  their  local  minister. 

Mr.  Yarbrough  went  to  his  telephone  that  night  and  was  soon  talking 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlap.  The  two  knew  very  little  about  what  was  involved, 
but  a  letter  to  MCOR  got  them  off  to  a  fast  start. 

Ask  For  Two  Families 

Their  original  request  was  for  two  farm  families  with  small  children?— 
MCOR  told  them  their  request  was  exactly  like  all  the  others,  and  went 
on  to  tell  them  about  the  Meidanis  family,  a  very  deserving  one,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  spokesman  said. 

It  had  not  been  possible  to  place  the  family  because  it  was  such  a  large 
one  and  employment  must  be  found  for  all  those  over  21  with  the  exception 
of  the  mother.  That  meant  four  jobs  had  to  be  guaranteed  for  this  particu¬ 
lar  family.  In  most  sections  of  the  country,  housing  alone  for  a  family  of 
seven  is  a  big  problem,  MCOR  said.  The  letter  even  said  the  family  would 
be  willing  to  live  in  t,wo  separate  households  if  it  were  necessary  and 
meant  they  could  come  to  this  country. 

The  letter  went  on  to  say  how  the  family  had  become  tragic  war  vic¬ 
tims.  They  had  lived  in  Domvrena,  a  small  village  near  Thebes,  where  the 
parents  and  all  the  children  were  born.  The  father  is  an  agricultural  work¬ 
er  and  cultivated  cereals,  vines,  and  olive  trees  for  a  living.  He  served  in 
the  Greek  army  during  World  War  I.  Then  in  1943,  the  Germans  burned 
the  Meidanis  house  when  they  completely  destroyed  the  village  of  Dom¬ 
vrena.  The  family  was  forced  to  move  to  Thebes,  a  city  near  Athens,  where 
tney  have  been  since. 

The  father  still  does  farm  work  when  it  is  available,  as  does  his  son 
Loukas.  Emmanouil  is  a  drug  shop  salesman,  and  Konstandinos  is  still  in 
primary  school  finishing  the  sixth  year.  Roxina  is  listed  as  a  farm  helper, 
also,  and  Panagiotis  has  just  been  discharged  from  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

Orchard  Owner  Cooperates 

Mr.  Yarbrough  talked  the  situation  over  with  R.  W.  Fair,  Tyler,  Texas, 
owner  of  the  orchard,  and  they  decided  it  would  be  a  wonderful  way  to 
help  their  fellow  man  and  get  in  a  good  blow  at  communism  all  at  the 
same  time. 

“We  usually  have  only  10  or  12  year-around  workers  at  the  orchard,” 
Mr.  Yarbrough  explained,  “and  that- many  can  care  for  our  1,074  acres  of 
Peach  trees  during  the  off-season.  However,”  he  went  on,  “we  plan  to  have 
some  25  acres  of  strawberries  in  the  near  future,  some  of  which  are  al¬ 
ready  out,  and  they  will  require  much  more  attention.” 

A  new  irrigation  system  will  mean  a  better  crop  and  more  work,  too, 
Yarbrough  said,  so  he  is  not  expecting  any  difficulty  in  providing  jobs  all 

year. 

Of  course,  he  explained,  employment  would  be  no  problem  at  all  in 
the  peach  harvest  season  in  the  Nashville  area  when  Fair  and  Sons  alone 
employs  more  than  500  workers. 

Church  Accepted  Sponsorship 

With  Fair  and  Sons  as  employers,  the  First  Methodist  Church  accepted 
the  sponsorship  of  the  family,  and  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes  agreed 
to  remodel  and  furnish  the  six-room  frame  house  Yarbrough  has  provided 
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Where  the  Meidanis  Family  Will  Live 


near  the  orchard.  It  is  located  on  the  highway  between  Nashville  and 
Lockesburg,  and  the  family  has  said  in  letters,  they  find  it  hard  to  believe 
they  will  have  six  rooms  of  living  space. 

Nashville  Is  Interested  Too 

Others  in  the  Nashville  community  of  3,700  have  offered  to  help  in  the 
venture,  also.  E.  T.  Moody,  superintendent  of  schools,  said  he  would  do  all 
he  could  to  help  the  school-age  boys. 

“I  hope  one  of  them  is  a  good-sized  lad  we  can  interest  in  a  tackle 
position  on  the  football  squad,”  he  said. 

Miss  Mary  Sue  Williams,  high  school  English  teacher,  said  she  would  do 
all  she  could  to  help  solve  the  language  problem. 

“We  don’t  know  if  any  of  them  speak  English  or  not,”  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dunlap  said.  “All  the  letters  have  been  in  Greek,  with  the  exception  of  a 
short  one  from  the  youngest  boy  urging  us  to  hurry  up  the  consul  so  they 
could  start  their  journey.” 

The  letters  in  Greek  presented  a  real  problem,  and  the  minister  carried 
one  of  them  around  for  a  month  or  more  before  he  found  a  man  in  Little 
Rock  who  could  read  it  to  him. 

Arrival  Uncertain  Yet 

The  dates  of  the  family’s  departure  and  arrival  are  not  known,  but 
MCOR  said  it  was  usually  possible  for  a  family  to  leavb  for  America  in 
about  six  weeks  after  the  papers  are  cleared.  It  has  not  been  announced 
where  the  family  will  land  in  the  United  States,  either,  but  word  on  that 
is  expected  any  day. 

As  to  the  papers,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlap  said  he  surely  hopes  all  were 
in  order  because  he  had  to  make  five  copies  of  everything.  “I  signed  one 
set  of  papers  47  times,”  he  said  goodnaturedly. 

The  family’s  religion  is  Greek  Orthodox.  Many  refugees  are  of  that 
religion,  MCOR  explained,  and  they  can  fit  nicely  into  Protestant  churches 
when  none  of  their  religion  is  established  in  the  community.  Their  religion 
allows  them  to  participate  in-all  Protestant  services  except  communion 
MCOR  said. 

Under  the  agreement  between  the  family,  the  sponsor,  and  employer, 
the  family  will  work  for  Fair  and  Sons  in  Nashville  for  one  year.  At  the 
end  of  that  period,  if  either  party  is  dissatisfied,  other  arrangements  will 
be  worked  out. 

Mr.  Yarbrough  feels  certain  it  will  work  out  fine.  “They  wrote  they 
were  tree  specialists,”  he  smiled,  “but  I  don’t  know  how  much  similarity 
there  is  between  growing  peaches  and  olives.  It  is  an  odd  feeling,”  he  went 
on,  “to  hire  four  people  to  work  for  you  and  you’ve  never  seen  any  of  them; 
but  I  am  confident  we  will  get  along  all  right. 
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Editorioi 

Read  he  Series  On  Qhurch  Rites 

THE  first  of  a  series  of  several  articles  dealing  with  the  gen¬ 
eral  subject  of  “Hites  of  The  Christian  Church”  is  found  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue.  These  articles  were  orignially  parts  of  a 
symposium  appearing  in  the  winter  issue  of  the  “Perkins 
School  of  Theology  Journal”  and  were  written  by  several 
staff  members  of  that  theological  seminary.  As  we  have 
pointed  out  in  a  statement  in  connection  with  the  first  article, 
we  received  several  communications  from  ministers  in  this  Area 
who  had  read  the  symposium,  suggesting  that  if  possible  this  sym¬ 
posium  be  reprinted  for  reading  by  lay  people.  Having  secured  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Journal  Editor,  Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  and  the  several 
writer  of  the  symposium,  the  series  begins  this  week. 

We  want  to  urge  our  lay  readers  to  give  this  series  of  articles 
serious  reading.  The  articles  will  be  presented  in  such  a  way 
that  they  may  be  preserved  in  event  any  reader  desires  to  do  so. 
We  believe  that  the  series  will  make  a  substantial  contribution  to 
the  understanding  of  one  of  the  important  areas  of  the  ministry 
of  the  church. 

The  reader  will  undertand  that  the  articles  were  written 
by  ministers  for  ministers.  If  this  fact  is  kept  in  mind,  the  lay 
reader  will  better  understand  certain  suggestions  that  are  made 
and  the  ideas  advanced.  Most  important,  the  lay  reader  will  come 
into  a  deeper  appreciation  of  his  minister,  his  task  of  leading  his 
congregation  through  the  great  experiences  of  life. 

There  will  be  times  when  the  reader  will  not  agree  with  the 
writer.  As  the  Journal  Editor  points  out,  the  various  writers  do  not 
agree  among  themselves  nor  does  the  Editor  agree  with  all  the 
writers.  -However,  a  free  discussion  of  the  ideas  and  suggestions 
advanced  can  serve  as  a  medium  toward  a  greater  appreciation  of 
the  great  rites  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  well  as  lead  to  certain 
refinements  that  will  make  these  rites  more  meaningful. 

We  invite  your  comments  and  suggestions  about  the  articles 
as  they  are  published,  and  should  the  series  stimulate  much  re¬ 
sponse  from  our  readers,  we  may  publish  a  number  of  our  readers’ 
communications.  " 

elp  Tuild  c&he  ^irst  "Duplex 


YOUTH  RETURNS  Chas.  A.  Wells 


does  not  include  England  and  Canada  since  these  countries  are 
able  to  produce  their  own  uranium.  Obviously  it  does  not  include 
Russia  or  its  satellites  since  Russia  seems  to  have  uranium  “to 
burn”  and  also  there  would  of  course  not  be  the  least  assurance 
that  uranium  so  furnished  to  Russia  would  be  used  for  peaceful 
purposes. 

The  offer  of  such  a  large  quantity  of  uranium  for  purposes 
of  peace  should  be  a  convincing  demonstration  to  the  world  that 
the  United  States  is  not  a  nation  of  “warmongers”  awaiting  an  op¬ 
portune  time  to  launch  aggressive  war  for  world  conquest.  The 
general  public  does  not  know  very  much  about  the  make-up  of 
A-bombs  or  H-bombs.  However,  from  what  we  “read  in  the  papers” 
we  think  that  we  may  correctly  conclude  that  88,000  pounds  of 
uranium  would  make  a  lot  of  bombs  of  the  kind  necessary  to  ag¬ 
gressive  war. 


FOR  almost  three  years  now  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  had 
underway  a  program  looking  forward  to  the  provision  of 
homes  for  those  of  its  retired  ministers  who  desired  them. 
The  plan  as  developed  by  its  Board  of  Directors  calls  for 
the  erection  of  a  duplex  on  a  site  at  Ruston  made  available  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Children’s  Home,  with  other  duplexes  erect¬ 
ed  in  the  several  districts  of  the  conference  in  the  order  or  amount 
of  assistance  from  the  districts. 

Those  having  the  responsibility  for  the  promotion  of  this  pro¬ 
ject  report  that  less  than  $3,000  is  needed  for  the  erection  of  the 
first  duplex  at  Ruston,  estimated  to  cost  approximately  $18,000. 
As  this  quadrennium  comes  to  a  close,  we  believe  that  Methodists 
of  Louisiana  will  want  to  complete  their  giving  for  the  cost  of 
this  first  duplex.  Many  local  churches  have  already  given  liberally 
to  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Project.  Others  have  not,  although 
the  project  is  a  conference  accepted  responsibility.  As  the  confer¬ 
ence  year  is  completed  local  church  leaders  should  give  attention 
to  this  program  and  provide  for  its  needs. 

Atomic  Tower  Tor  "Peaceful  "Purposes 

RECENTLY  President  Eisenhower  authorized  the  sale  or  lease 
of  88,000  pounds  of  Uranium  235  for  use  in  producing  power 
for  peaceful  purposes.  One  half  of  the  total  amount  is  to 
be  used  at  home  and  the  other  half  abroad.  According  to  pi  ess 
announcements  88,000  pounds  of  uranium  is  valued  at  $1,000,000,000. 

'Phis  decision  of  the  President  should  speak  in  thunder  tones 
to  the  nations  of  the  world  of  the  fact  that  the  United  States  is 
tremendously  interested  in  world  peace  and  in  the  betterment  of 
living  conditions  in  all  peace-loving  nations. 

This  offer  of  uranium  to  nations  outside  the  United  States 


It  is  unlikely  that  the  United  States  could  do  anything  else 
that  would  so  effectively  discount  any  feeling  existing  in  the 
world  that  America  is  preparing  for  a  war  of  aggression.  In  an 
effort  to  build  a  better  world  we  have  given  liberally  of  manpower, 
money,  industrial  and  agricultural  know-how  and  of  assurances  of 
aid  against  aggression.  All  of  this  might  be  interpreted  as  an  effort 
to  strenthen  our  allies  against  the  tifne  when  we  might  need  their 
aid.  However,  when  we  give  up  the  war-potential  of  a  billion 
dollars  worth  of  uranium  to  produce  power  for  peaceful  purposes, 
we  feel  that  even  communism  must  recognize  the  significance  of 
such  a  move. 

It  is  tragic  indeed  that  thus  far  atomic  energy  has  been  thought 
of  largely  in  terms  of  its  power  to  destroy.  It  will  be  a  great  day 
when  we  can  think  of  atomic  power  altogether  in  terms  of  the 
benefits  it  can  be  to  human  life. 

( Communists  ‘Tush  Qod  Off 

throne  Tdith  Barth  Satellite 

RUSSIA,  along  with  the  United  States,  plans  to  launch  an  earth 
satellite  some  time  this  year.  In  commenting  on  Russia’s 
plans,  a  Stalinstadt  newspaper  says,  “We  are  convinced  that 
this  satellite,  which  in  the  belief  of  the  church  will  travel  in 
heavenly  spheres,  will  finally  remove  the  lengendary  figure  ot 
God  from  his  throne.”  . 

Since  the  God  in  which  the  Christian  believes  seems  to  be  a  me 
to  handle  in  perfect  timing  the  countless  stars  and  planets  to  he 
found. in  the  vast  number  of  solar  systems  out  in  space,  withou 
being  crowded  off  His  throne,  we  doubt  He  will  be  too  much  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  little  plaything  Russia  shoots  up  into  the  skies. 
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OUR  DECEITFUL  DOLLARS 


»I  want  what  belongs  to  me.”  How  often  we  hear  that  remark.  And 


s  it  not  a  quite  legitimate  demand?  Each  of  us  has  a  righ  to  what  belongs 


nm  And  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  as  the  champion  of  human  justice. 

[tO  nun-  -1  .  _  _ _ i.j  T _  _ «o _ i, 


On  one  occasion  a  man  accosted  Jesus  saying,  “Speak  to  my  brother 

-  that  he  divide  the  inheritance  with  me.”  Jesus  replied, 

“Who  made  me  a  judge  or  divider  over  you?  Take  heed 
and  beware  of  covetousness  for  a  man’s  life*  consisteth 
not  in  the  abundance  of  things  which  he  possesses.” 

The  Master  desired  that  every  man  should  get 
what  belongs  to  him;  but  He  was  ever  telling  men  to 
beware  of  Covetousness  and  warning  them  against  the 
deceitfulness  of  riches. 

For  instance,  the  possession  of  property  promises 
security.  And  man’s  desire  for  security. is  a  basic  con¬ 
cern.  We  desire  to  have  enough  savings  laid  by  to  free 

_  us  from  anxiety  over  immediate  necessities  and  future 

|^jny~days.  As  we  say,  we  want  enough  money  so  that  we  do  not  have  to 
worry-  But  the  point  where  worry  ceases  seems  to  be  an  elusive  goal,  for 
we  go  on  worrying  about  whether  we  have  gotten  enough  so  that  we  don’t 


desire  to  be  a  person  among  other  persons.  A  man  wants  to  be  somebody, 
to  have  his  children  able  to  look  other  children  in  the  face  and  feel  no  in¬ 
feriority.  And  money  does  indeed  help  to  secure  such  recognition. 

But  when  our  sense  of  personal  worth  depends  on  our  social  standing, 
we  are  started  on  a  course  of  comparisons  which  is  headed  for  unhappiness. 
When  we  feel  that  we  must  keep  up  with  the  Joneses,  we  may  catch  up 
with  John  Jones  on  our  street,  but  then  we  discover  Sylvester  Llewellyn 
Jones  who  lives  in  the  bigger  house  farther  up  the  hill.  He  is  “the”  Jones. 
And  when  our  happiness  depends  on  keeping  up  with  “the  people  of  any 
place,  we  are  bound  to  be  disillusioned.  Thus  covetousness  leads  to  the 
deceitfulness  of  riches  by  promising  a  social  recognition  which  it  cannot 
sustain. 


need  to  worry. 

Herbert  Agar  in  his  “Time  for  Greatness”  declared  that  we  are  a  fear- 


haunted  people,  and  that  strangely  enough  those  who  have  the  most  so- 


called  “securities”  seem  to  feel  the  most  insecure.  If  we  are  concerned  about 


getting  what  belongs  to  us  because  we  think  that  the  more  we  get  the  more 
secure  we  shall  feel,  then  beware  of  covetousness,  for  riches  are  very 

deceitful. 

Another  promise  which  wealth  makes  is  that  of  recognition.  A  normal 
person  desires  to  be  respected  as  competent  by  his  fellows.  Whiting  Wil¬ 
liams,  an  authority  on  social  attitudes,  declared  some  years  ago  that  the 
mainspring  motive  which  turns  the  wheels  of  human  nature  is  this:  the 


Still  another  satisfaction  which  possessions  plomise  to  give  is  that  of 
power.  Most  persons  are  human  enough  to  like  the  power  which  money 
gives  —  the  power  to  buy  what  they  want  and  to  go  where  they  wish. 
But  this  desire  for  power  which  possessions  seem  at  first  to  satisfy  is  a  de¬ 
monic  appetite  that  drives  men  to  further  and  further  excesses.  As  Emerson 
said,  “Want  is  a  growing  giant  whom  the  coat  of  Have  was  never  large 
'enough  to  cover.” 

Emerson’s  neighbor  Henry  Thoreau  sought  to  check  in  his  own  life 
this  thriving  desire  for  material  possessions  by  going  out  to  live  the  simple 
life  in  the  country.  Thoreau  tells  us  in  one  of  his  writings  that  after  he 
had  cut  down  and  sawed  up  so  many  trees  to  keep  him  warm,  he  put  to 
himself  this  question,  “What  did  I  do  when  I  was  warm?”  Thoreau  was 
here  pointing  in  the  same  direction  as  was  Jesus  when  He  answered  the 
man  who  wanted  aid  in  getting  a  larger  share  of  his.  inheritance.  The 
Master  of  Life  tried  to  lead  men  below  the  desire  for  things  to  the  deeper 
question  of  what  they  would  do  with  life  after  they  got  what  belonged  to 
them. 

The  way  to  keep  dollars  from  deceiving  us  is  to  keep  them  from  mas¬ 
tering  us.  When  money  becomes  our  master,  it  plays  us  false.  But  it  can  be 
a  faithful  servant.  We  say  about  money,  “You  can’t  take  it  with  you.”  But 
Jesus  said  that  you  can  so  use  money  to  enrich  character  that  they  will 
“receive  you  into  the  eternal  habitations.” 


The 

Layman's  Column 


By 

Charles  A.  Siuck 

Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 
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THE  EYE  OF  A  NEEDLE 


YES,  ALL  WAR  IS  ALWAYS  SIN 


Many  of  Jesus’  followers  were  “offended”  at 
His  words.  He  was  too  unreal  in  his  demands 
on  them.  Surely  he  was  exaggerating  a  lot  of 
the  time.  Take,  for  instance,  those  words  he  said 
about  that  rich  young  man  after  the  young  fel¬ 
low  had  seemed  to  want  information  about  eter¬ 
nal  life.  Jesus’  answer  to  him  was  particularly 
hard  for  a  businessman  to  swallow.  It  must  have 
sounded  very  improper  to  that  rich  young  man 
who  came  to  Jesus,  asking  a  very  reasonable 
question.  What  right  did  the  Master  have  to 
command  that  he,  a  rich  and  good  man,  sell  all 
that  he  had  and  become  a  sort  of  roving  lay 
preacher,  begging  his  living  as  he  went?"  Then 
as  the  young  man  walked  away  from  the  Master, 
Jesus  said  half  under  His  breath,  “It  is  easier  Tor 
a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than 
it  is  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of 
God.”  Did  that  mean  that  any  man  with  even 
a  fair  estate  was  bound  for  hell?  Every  man 
wanted  some  sort  of  wealth.  Who,  then  would 
be  saved? 


A  camel  cdrtainly  can’t  walk  through  a  nee¬ 
dle’s  eye.  For  that  matter  a  bale  of  cotton  can’t 
go  through  it  either.  Well,  it  can’t  until  you  do 
something  to  the  bale  of  cotton.  Go  to  a  great 
cotton  mill  some  day.  Watch  the  bales  as  the 
steel  ties  are  cut.  Watch  the  immense  cloud  of 
loose  cotton.  Follow  it  through  carding  machines, 
spinning  machines,  and  watch  that  enormous 
bale  of  cotton  emerge  into  white,  finely  spun 
thread  fit  to  be  woven  into  the  finest  garments. 
Through  this  refining  process,  then,  we  find 
that  a  bale  of  cotton  can  actually  go  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle. 

Any  person  who  thinks  only  of  riches  will 
soon  have  a  pile  of  them  as  high  as  a  camel. 
Neither  the  camel  nor  the  man  can  go  through 
a  needle’s  eye.  But  let  him  open  both  his  heart 
and  his  purse  strings  to  God’s  calls,  and  God’s 
cefining  processes  will  go  to  work  to  help  that 
man  find  an  entirely  new  sense  of  values.  God 
needs  consecrated  men  of  wealth.  But  that  rich 
>°ung  man  of  long  ago  needed  exactly  what  rich 
men  of  today  need:  a  willingness  to  realize  God’s 
actual  ownership  of  all  wealth,  and  a  realization 
hat  God  has  definite  plans  for  its  use,  God’s  re- 


I  note  a  recent  recurrence  within  Methodist 
circles  of  the  question,  “Is  all  war  always  a  sin?” 
The  question  will  undoubtedly  generate  intensive 
debate  and  come  to  something  of  a  climax  when 
persons  with  opposing  views  in  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  haggle  over  words  for  the  “Social  Creed 
of  the  Churches”  and  for„  the  1956  “Statement  on 
War  and  Peace.” 

“Is  all  war  always  a  sin?”  is  merely  a  more 
subtle  re- wording  of  last  decade’s  question,  “Is 
not  war  sometimes  necessary?^  The  re-wording 
lends  itself  to  a  variety  of  emphases:  some  will 
stress  all;  some  will  underscore  always;  some 
will  ask,  “Is  all  war  always  sin?”  in  such  a  tone 
as  to  imply  and  expect  a  negative  answer. 

But  nowhere  is  the  New  Testament,  nor  in  all 
that  one  can  gather  of  the  intent  of  Jesus,  as 
recorded  or  implied  in  his  worlds  and  acts,  can 
I  draw  any  other  answer  than  that  “All  war  is 
always  sin.”  (Note  that  those  —  even  occasional 
ministers  —  who  attempt  to  de-sin  war  by  ref¬ 
erence  to  Bible  quotes,  always  turn  to  the  Old 
Testament  —  which  we  thought  was  replaced 
by  the  New  as  a  guide  for  Christian  conduct.) 

The  difficulty  through  the  first  half  of  this 
century  has  been  that  far  too  many  Christians — 
clergy  as  well  as  laymen  —  have  said,  “Yes, 
sometimes  a  war  may  be  necessary  to  preserve 
‘high  values’;  then  it  is  not  sin  but  virtue.”  The 
immediate  result  has  been  that  every  war  under¬ 
taken  has  had  spread  over  it  this  manfle  of 
virtue;  every  propaganda  means  has  beeir-  com¬ 
mandeered  to  prove  the  virtue  of  this  cause  and 
war;  and  Christian  youth,  unable  to  extricate 
themselves  from  the  war-virtue  entanglements, 
have  found  themselves  bearing  arms  to  preserve 
the  holy  and  slay  the  wicked.  Each  side  of  the 
conflict  has  ascribed  virtue  to  itself,  sin  and  evil 
to  its  opponent. 

Bishop  McConnell  once  noted  that  any  person 
(in  America)  who  drew  salary  or  wages,  pur¬ 
chased  food  or  clothes,  read  a  book  or  lived  in 


a  house  was  inextricably  involved  in  the  capital¬ 
istic  system  of  the  nation,  to  greater  or  lesser 
extent.  If  capitalism  is  evil,  he'  shares  in  it, 
though  he  may  rail  against  it  (American  com¬ 
munists  please  note!);  if  it  is  good  and  ideal,  he 
is  part  of  it.  So  it  is  in  a  war  situation:  if  your 
nation  is  at  war,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ex¬ 
tricate  yourself  from  it.  You  are  involved  — 
you  are  involved  in  the  sin  of  war  —  when  you 
pay  taxes,  or  grow  food,  or  make  anything 
that  is  used  by  the  military,  or  if  you  minister 
to  a  wounded  man’s  body  or  spirit  and  thus  help 
send  him  back  into  service.  You  may  become  a 
hermit  or  a  recluse,  but  you  are  still  a  part  of 
the  national  war  system.  You  cannot  isolate 
yourself;  you  cannot  draw  holier  skirts  about 
yourself. 

By  our  definition,  every  person  in  a  nation- 
at-war  is  a  sinner.  Even  the  conscientious  ob¬ 
jector  who  will  not  permit  himself  to  fire  a  shot, 
but  will  “engage  in  work  of  national  import¬ 
ance,”  and  thus  release  another  for  active  ser¬ 
vice,  becomes  a  war-participant  and  sinner.  And 
I  know  of  no  nation  or  society  within  which  one 
can  extricate  himself  from  the  war-sin  of  the 
group.  We  are  all  sinners  .  .  .  “Almighty  Father, 
we  have  followed  too  much  the  devices  and  de¬ 
sires  of  our  own  hearts  .  .  .  there  is  no  health  in 
us  .  .  .  have  mercy  upon  us,  miserable  offenders.” 
"\  But  confession  and  the  branding  of  ourselves 
is  not  enough.  And  oft-repeated  prayer  that  is 
not  followed  by  vigorous  action  maf  deceive 
the  petitioner.  It  is  only  as  we  move,  individual¬ 
ly  and  as  a  nation,  consciously  and  increasingly, 
to  remove  all  the  causes  and  every  possible  pro¬ 
vocation  of  war  that  we  can  extricate  ourselves 
from  its  evil  and  sin.  And  that  all-out  effort  to 
free  ourselves  from  the  sin  of  war  is  the  major 
task  of  Christians  in  this  day  and  age.  In  that 
effort  the  battalions  of  heaven  will  be  found  on 
our  side. 


“FOLLOW  ME” 


fining  processes  are  very  difficult.  They  also 
are  very  rewarding.  Any  rich  man  can  get  to 
heaven  if  he  consecrates  his  wealth  to  God’s  pur¬ 
poses,  . 


A  tombstone  is  a  terrible  place  to  preach  from, 
and  a  far  worst  place  to  try  to  gather  a  congre¬ 
gation — but  if  John  Wesley  had  waited  until  the 
Church  of  England  opened  its  doors  to  him.  and 
he  could  have  preached  from  a  proper  pulpit 
with  a  “proper”  congregation,  there  never  would 
have  been  any  revival  in  England,  and  there 
never  would  have  been  any  Methodist  church. 

When  Jesus  said  “Follow  me,”  I  think  He  in¬ 
tended  that  we  should  follow  Him  in  making  the 
most  of  the  imperfect,  in  doing  what  can  be  done 
with  things  as  they  are.— Robert  E.  Goodrich, 
Jr.,  in  “What’s  It  All  About?”  (Fleming  H.  Revell 
Co.) 


March  8,  1956 


Page  Five 


~ .  -A/- 


A  Symposium 

Concerning  Some  Rites  of 
The  Christian  Church 

Reprinted  By  Expressed  Permission  of  the  Authors  And 
the  Editor  of  "The  Perkins  School  of  Theology  Journal" 


Editor's  Note: 

In  the  winter  issue  of  “The  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Journal”  was  published  a  Symposium:  “Concerning  Some 
Rites  of  the  Christian  Church.”  Following  the  issue  of 
the  symposium  this  publication  received  several  letters 
and  comments  from  ministers  suggesting  that  all  or 
part  of  the  symposium  be  reprinted  for  the  wider  circu¬ 
lation  which  these  articles  would  have  among  laymen. 
The  feeling  of  many  ministers  with  whom  we  talked  was 
that  there  Were  many  points  of  view  that  ought  to  be 
available  for  study  by  Methodist  lay  men  and  women, 
ideas  which  were  much  better  written  than  they  could  be 
said.  The  symposium  should  be  available  to  lay  men  and 
women  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  be  preserved  for 
continued  study. 

The  Editors  have  secured  the  expressed  permission 
of  the  editor  of  The  Perkins  School  of  Theology  Journal, 
Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  and  the  authors  of  the  various  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  symposium,  Dr.  A.  W.  Martin,  Dr.  Joseph  D. 
Quillian,  Jr.,  Dr.  George  C.  Baker,  Jr.,  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Johnson,  Dr.  Robert  W.  Goodloe,  and  Dr.  Douglas  Jack- 
son,  for  this  publication  to  present  this  symposium 
as  a  series  of  articles.  In  some  instances  sections  of  the 
symposium  are  presented  in  two  issues  because  of  their 
length. 

The  introduction  is  by  the  Journal  editor,  Dr.  Grimes, 
and  the  section  this  week  is  the  first  half  of  the  article 
on  The  Christian  Funeral.  Other  rites  of  the  Christian 
Church  discussed  include  The  Christian  Wedding,  Baptism 
in  the  Church,  and  The  Service  For  Reception  of  Mem¬ 
bers  into  the  Church. 

Next  week  Dr.  Martin  and  Dr.  Quillian  will  continue 
this  section  dealing  with  the  subjects:  The  Pastor’s  Re¬ 
lationship  To  The  Funeral  Director;  The  Pastor’s  Re¬ 
lationship  To  The  Cost  of  Funerals;  The  Pastor’s  Re¬ 
lationship  To  Other  Ministers;  The  Funeral  Service;  and 
The  Relationship  of  The  Pastor  To  The  Family  After  The 
Funeral. 

Introduction 

By  Howard  Grimes 

IT  is  the  conviction  of  many  Methodists  today 
that  the  cultic  practices  and  rites  of  the 
Church  are  too  widely  neglected  for  the 
health  of  both  the  corporate  Body  and  the 
individual  members  of  that  Body,  and  further 
that  the  Church  is  untrue  To  its  nature  when  it 
assumes  that  such  rites  are  either  unimportant 
or  even  not  quite  “Protestant”  in  nature.  The 
Anabaptists,  the  “radical”  post  Reformation 
sects,  and  their  modern  successors  have  seem¬ 
ingly  won  the  day  in  Methodism,  which,  under 
Mr.  Wesley,  began  by  a  union  of  sacramentalism 
and  evangelicalism  which  was  nothing  short  of 
remarkable. 

Thus  today,  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  is  held  infrequently  and  in  an  abbreviated 
form,  often  relegated  to  the  “chapel”.  Baptism 
has  come  to  be  a  source  of  embarrassment  to 
some;  for  others,  there  is  a  lack  of  understand¬ 
ing  of  its  meaning,  and  a  substitution  of  infant 
dedication  for  infant  baptism.  The  reception  of 
members  into  the  Church  is  done  in  a  perfunc¬ 
tory  manner  during  the  closing  minutes  of  the 
service,  a  fact  which  led  someone  to  say  not 
long  ago  that  it  is  easier  to  join  a  Protestant 
Church  than  to  board  a  bus.  (You  at  least  must 
have  a  ticket  to  get  on  the  bus!) 

In  other  areas  we  have  gone  even  further,  if 
that  is  possible.  Funerals  are  now  relegated  to 
the  “funeral  parlor,”  with  the  minister,  in  some 
instances,  an  invited  guest  of  the  funeral  estab¬ 
lishment,  who  says  a  few  words  and  then  lets 
the  funeral  director  take  over.  Weddings  are 
still  held  sacred  by  many,  but  the  perfunctory 
attitude  toward  pTe-martial  counseling,  the  sec¬ 
ularization  of  wedding  music,  and  the  encroach¬ 
ment  on  the  Church  by  “wedding  directors”  all 
point  to  dangers  here  also. 

To  the  end  that  thinking  may  be  stimulated 
by  those  who  must,  in  the  final  analysis,  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  changing  practices  —  namely,  local 
pastors  —  the  following  articles  are  printed. 
The  writers,  except  for  those  who  wrote  in  col¬ 
laboration,  have  expressed  their  own  views. 
They  do  not  all  agree  with  each  other,  nor  with 
the  editor!  This  is  not  the  point  of  the  Sympo¬ 
sium.  Rather,  it  is  presented  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  cause  the  reader  to  reexamine  his  own 
faith  and  practice  with  respect  to  some  rites  of 
the  Christian  Church.  It  is  hoped  that  an  entire 
subsequent  issue  can  be  devoted  to  Holy  Com¬ 
munion.  ^ 
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The  Christian  Funeral 

By  A.  W.  Martin  and  Joseph  D.  Quillian,  Jr. 

CHRISTIAN  sacrament  or  ritualistic 
service  properly  is  an  act  of  the  Church 
community  which  accurately  expresses 
the  Christian  faith  in  a  particular  re¬ 
lationship  to  God.  This  is  true  of  baptism,  mar¬ 
riage,  reception  of  new  members  and  the  Holy 
Communiom  It  also  properly  is  true  of  the 
Christian  funeral,  though  our  funeral  practices 
too  often  belie  our  faith. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  review  briefly 
the  faith  that  rightfully  should  inform  our  fu¬ 
neral  practices,  to  examine  some  of  the  specific 
problems  that  we  face  in  connection  with  fu¬ 
nerals,  and  to  suggest  some  ways  in  which  our 
practices  may  be  brought  into  accord  with  our 
faith.  _ 

The  Christian  Doctrine  of  Death 

The  Christian  faith  concerning  eternal  life  is 
the  setting  in  which  a  Christian  understands 
death.  Death  is  a  crucial  episode  in  eternal  life 
which  embraces  life  on  both  sides  of  death.  Thik 
is  the  dimension  of  extension  of  eternal  life. 
But  this  is  not  all.  Eternal  life  has  another  di¬ 
mension,  of  depth  or  of  meaning.  Relationship 
defines  this  dimension,  and  it  is  relationship  with 
God  that  is  determinative.  Both  the  fact  and  the 
meaning  of  eternal  life  depend  upon  God.  The 
Christian  does  not  believe  in  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  as  a  self-contained  quality.  The 
Christian  believes  in  eternal  life  as  a  gift  of  God 
vouchsafed  to  us  through  Jesus  Christ.  Whether 
we  live  on  this  side  of  death  or  on  the  other 
side  of  death,  we  are  God’s.  Those  who  live  in 
Christ  in  this  life  and  those  who  live  in  Christ 
in  the  “other  life”  are  sustained  alike  and  to¬ 
gether  in  the  one  community  of  God’s  grace 
and  love. 

There  is  Christian  grief  in  the  face  of  the 
the  death  of  a  loved  one,  and  there  is  unchris¬ 
tian  grief.  Christian  grief  acknowledges  our  miss¬ 
ing  the  familiar  presence  of  one  whom  we  love; 
it  expresses  the  present  bewilderment  in  having 
no  longer  the  same  dear  relationships  that  we 
have  known  with  one  with  whom  our  lives  have 
become  interdependent.  But  Christian  grief  is 
informed  by  a  faith  that  death  is  neither  the 
end  of  the'  person,  nor  is  it  forever  the  end  of 
our  relationship  with  him.  Christian  grief  relies 
upon  the  gentle  and  firm  comfort  of  God  who 
reveals  His  love  through  our  common  Savior. 
So  Christian  grief  does  not  despair;  neither  .is 
it  hospitable  to  self-pity.  Unchristian  grief  en¬ 
counters  death  with  surprise  and  rebellion.  It 
may  blame  God  instead  of  relying  upon  Him. 
It  sees  death  as  the  ultimate  destroyer  of  per¬ 
sons  and  of  meaning. 

To  the  Christian,  death  is  real  enough,  but  it 
is  not  the  ultimate  reality.  Death  is  within  eter¬ 
nal  life.  Christian  grief  is  real,  and  is  not  to  be 
denied  nor  explained  away.  But  Christian  grief 
is  never  despair,  for  Christian  grief  is  contained 
within  and  is  interpreted  by  Christian  hope. 

The  Purpose  of  the  Christian  Funeral 

The  purpose  of  the  Christian  funeral  is  to 
allow  the  community  of  faith  to  respond  to  God 
in  this  event  according  to  the  hopeful  faith  that 
is  given  to  us  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  in¬ 
terpret  anew  to  those  who  grieve  the  meaning, 
comfort,  and  joy  of  the  Gospel  of  the  risen  Sav¬ 
ior.  The  death  of  a-  Christian  is  not  of  private 
concern  alone,  but  it  is  the  concern  of  the  entire 
community  of  faith.  So  the  funeral  of  a  Christian 
is  an  occasion  for  the  expression  of  the  common 
faith  and  fellowship  of  those  who  live  in  Christ. 

Our  prevalent  attitudes  toward  death  and  our 
funeral  practices  frequently  oppose  what  we 
say  and  we  believe.  Our  embarrassment  before 
the  very  subject  of  death,  our  evasion  of  the 


subject  with  those  who  are  dying,  our  sympathy 
without  hope,  our  dramatizing  of  the  corpse 
our  allowing  the  evolving  of  a  dominating  caste 
of  burial  brokers,  and  the  very  sequence  of  the 
funeral  service  itself,  bespeak  weakness  in  re¬ 
lating  practice  to  faith,  if  not  indeed,  an  uncertain 
and  irresolute  faith  itself.  • 

We  would  propose  a  thorough-going  re-facing 
of  the  Christian  understanding  of  the  meaning 
of  death,  and  would  suggest  several  changes  in 
our  funeral  practices. 

Preparing  For  Death 

A  pastor  should  make  it  possible  for  people 
to  talk  easily  with  him  about  death,  and  especial¬ 
ly  about  their  own.  There  is  a  healthy  way  in 
which  death  is  understood  by  the  Christian  as 
the  great  adventure  that  climaxes  the  earthly 
life  of  adventure  with  God,  and  that  death  with 
God  is  in  no  wise  our  enemy.  No  little  confusion 
exists  between  death  of  the  soul,  which  is  sep¬ 
aration  from  God,  and  death  of  the  body,  which 
is  our  common  experience  within  eternal  life. 

Sermons  on  eternal  life  and  on  the  meaning 
of  death  should  be  preached  at  times  other  than 
at  funerals  and  at  Easter.  These  sermons  should 
have  the  stalwartness  of  doctrinal  understand¬ 
ing  as  well  as  the  tenderness  of  pastoral  percep¬ 
tion  of  human  concern.  Competent  books  and 
brochures  on'  these  subjects  should  be  made 
available  to  the  members  of  the  congregation. 
Each  pastor  should  prepare  and  distribute  an¬ 
nually  a  locally  pertinent  sheet  of  suggestions 
as  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  event  of  a 
death  in  the  family.  This  sheet  should  indicate 
what  will  need  to  be  done,  and  should  give  the 
sequence  in  which  persons  who  can  help  should 
be  notified.  The  pastor  should  be  the  first.  For 
the  sake  of  Christian  people  —  not  for  the  sake 
of  the  pastor  —  Christian  funerals  should  be 
firmly  reclaimed  by  the  Church. 

The  Pastor's  Relationship  to  the  Family 
Before  the  Funeral 

The  pastor  will  have  been  with  the  family 
frequently  if  a  long  illness  has  preceded  the 
death.  When  death  occurs,  whether  after  a  long 
illness  or  suddenly  the  pastor  will  go  to  the 
family  at  the  first  minute  possible.  He  will  go 
with  the  faith  and  love  of  a  Christian  pastor, 
and  not  with  a  set  program  of  words  and  acts. 
The  chief  importance  of  a  pastor’s  first  visit  with 
the  family  after  a  death  is  simply  his  being 
there.  He  may  or  may  not  lead  the  family  in  a 
prayer  during  his  first  visit;  he  may  or  may 
not  talk  about  funeral  arrangements.  He  must 
have  the  poise  and  consecrated  good  sense  to  do 
what  is  called  for  in  each  situation. 

Reassurance  in  the  Christian  faith  should  be 
the  keynote  of  a  pastor’s  bearing  and  words  in 
his  relationship  to  a  bereaved  family.  What  he 
says  should  be  emotionally  steadying.  This  is 
no  time  for  presenting  theological  arguments, 
even  if  statements  and  questions  of  members  of 
the  family  seem  to  elicit  them.  Reassurance 
should  be  warmly  and  gently  declarative  — 
never  argumentative. 

When  the  proper  time  comes  to  discuss  the 
arrangements  for  the  funeral  service,  whether 
during  the  first,  second  or  third  visit- after  the 
death,  the  pastor  should  considerately  bring  the 
wishes  of  the  family  into  as  close  a  relationship 
■as  possible  with  what  the  pastor  believes  to  be 
the  best  funeral  practices.  People  who  are  ac¬ 
customed  to  generations  —  old  funeral  practices 
are  far  more  open  to  suggested  changes  in  fu¬ 
nerals  than  usually  is  supposed.  The  pastor 
should  never  forcfe  his  ideas  upon  the  family, 
but  should  exercise  “permissive  initiative”  in  the 
funeral  planning.  This  will  mean  that  the  pastor 
often  will  have  to  compromise  his  preferences 
with  those  of  the  family,  but  usually  some  prog¬ 
ress  can  be  made  in  each  funeral  toward  better 
practices  if  the  pastor  acts  with  considerateness 
and  competence. 

On  the  day  of  the  funeral  service,  the  pastor 
normally  should  call  at  the  home  and  be  with 
the  family  for  a  few  minutes.  This  visit  should 
be  neither  lengthy  nor  hurried.  It  often  is  the 
right  time  to  have  a  prayer  with  the  family,  s0 
that  they  may  find  strength  and  support  in  their 
Christian  faith  as  a  family.  Also  this  visit  should 
relate  the  family  immediately  to  the  pastor  so 
that  when  they  see  him  at  the  funeral  in  a  few 
hours  their  immediate  response  may  be  of  calm 
confidence  in  a  Christian  friend  and  pastor  who 
officiates  in  the  service. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


First  Unit  of  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  Louisiana 


The  following  statement  was  published  in  the  As¬ 
bury  Methodist  Church  Bulletin  at  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  the  Asbury  Church  for  worship  several 
weeks  ago.  The  Asbury  Church  was  a  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  1000  Club  project,  with  more  than  a  1000  Meth¬ 
odists  having  contributed  $10.00  toward  the  cost  of  the 
building. 

A  SALUTE  TO  MR.  ROBERT  L.  STEPHAN,  our 
architect,  who  designed  our  beautiful  building.  His 
timely  message  on  the  architecture  of  our  church  fol¬ 
lows: 

Many  people  have  asked  me  “How  do  you  design 
a  church?”  To  this  I  can  only  reply  that  the  design  of  the 
church  is  a  combination  of  certain  religious  and  design 
concepts.  This  church  stems  from  an  expression  which 
is  often  heard'  today— “Give  me  that  old  time  religion”. 
The  design  of  this  church  stems  from  this  basic  idea. 

So  when  we  look  at  this  church,  we  see  lines 
which  reach  back  to  architectural  concepts  native  to  the 


holy  lands,  with  its  pierced  screens,  strong  horizontal 
lines  and  barrel  arches.  Some  may  look  at  this  church 
and  say  that  it  is  purely  modern  or  contemporary.  But 
every  concept  of  design  goes  back  to  Christianity’s  his¬ 
toric  beginning. 

The  basic  structure  suggests  a  strong  horizontal 
line:  rising  above  this  are  three  barrel  arches 'symbolic 
of  the  Trinity  —  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost.  Near  the 
front  entry  you  will  find  a  towering  cross,  symbolic 
of  our  Christian  religion. 

The  materials  that  make  up  this  structure  are  solid, 
staunch  and  all  enduring. 

I  feel  that  this  design  has  captured  many  of  the 
concepts  and  principles  of  the  past  and  brought  into 
realistic  focus  in  this  modern  building. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  being  privileged  to  serve  and  build  another  house 
for  our  Lord. 


Recent  Government  Papers  Of  Religious  And  Social  Interest 


THE 

LIVING 

WORD 

By  DR.  LUTHER  A.  WEIGLE 

Chairman  Standard  Bible  Committee, 

National  Council,  The  Churches  of 

Christ  in  the  United  States  of  America 

No.  13 

WHEN  “SUFFER”  MEANS 
“LET” 

The  word  “suffer”  is  used  by  the 
King  James  Version  of  the  Bible  in 
two  quite  distinct  senses.  It  is  used, 
of  course,  to  translate  the  Hebrew 
and  Greek  verbs  which  mean  to 
endure  hardship,  pain,  affliction,  in¬ 
sult,  penalty,  and  the  like — there 
are  69  cases  of  its  use  in  this,  which 
is  the  primary  sense  of  the  word. 
But  it  is  also  used  60  times  to  trans¬ 
late  Hebrew  and  Greek  verbs  which 
mean  to  let,  allow,  or  permit. 

The  Revised  Standard  Version 
eliminates  the  use  of  the  word  “suf¬ 
fer”  in  the  sense,  of  -let  or  permit, 
and  retains  it  only  when  it  is  uSed 
in  the  sense  of  undergo  or  endure. 
It  thus  removes  an  ambiguity  for 
which  there  is  no  warrant  in  the 
original  languages. 

A  little  girl  asked  her  mother, 
“Why  does  Jesus  want  little  children 
to  suffer?”  The  mother  replied,  “He 
doesn’t.  What  makes  you  think  so?” 
The  child  said,  “That  is  what  they 
taught  us  in  Sunday  School  today.” 

In  the  year  1952  two  magazines 
of  wide  national  circulation  carried 
poignant  accounts  of  the  sufferings 
of  children  in  Korea,  with  the  head¬ 
line  “Suffer,  little  children.” 

.  In  the  order  for  the  baptism  of  in¬ 
fants  contained  in  the  Manual  pub¬ 
lished  in  1936  by  one  of  our  Protes¬ 
tant  .denominations  the  text  of  Mat¬ 
thew  19:14  is  printed  as  follows: 

And  Jesus  said,  Suffer  little  chil¬ 
dren. 

And  forbid  them  not  to  come  unto 
me; 

For  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

By  printing  this  verse  in  three 
lines  as  though  it  were  poetry,  and 
by  omiting  the  comma  which  the 
King  James  Version  has  after  “for¬ 
bid  them  not,”  the  expression  “Suf¬ 
fer  lettle  children”  is  made  to  stand 
by  itself  as  though  it  were  an  in¬ 
junction  to  endure  Or  tolerate  little 
children.  But  the  meaning  in  the 
Greek  is  unmistakably,  “Let  the 
children  come  to  me,  and  do  not 
hinder  them.”  It  is  to  the  credit  Of 
the  Book  of  Worship  for  the  use 
of  the  Methodist  Church  that  it 
adopted  unambiguous  rendering  of 
this  verse  even  before  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  New  Testament.  The 
word  “suffer”  is  rejected  by  all 
modern  translations  of  this  verse 
which  I  have  consulted — Twentieth 
Century,  Weymouth,  Moffatt,  Bal- 
lantine,  Goodspeed,  Williams,  Ver- 
kuyl,  Confraternity,  Torrey,  Phil¬ 
lips,  Rieu. 


Faith  Healer's  Associates 
Refuse  to  Reveal  Background 

Miami,  Fla.  (RNS) — Four  associ¬ 
ates  of  Evanglist  Jack  Coe  gave 
Fifth  Amendment  answers  to  ques¬ 
tions  from  County  Solicitor  John 
Marsh  on  their  background,  while 
Tampa  put  a  damper  on  the  “faith 
healer’s”  announced  plan  to  move 
on  to  that  city. 

Mr.  Marsh  subpoenaed  the  Dallas 
evangelist’s  assistants  in  connection 
with  a  hearing  on  charges  of  prac¬ 
ticing  medicine  without  a  license. 
Mr.  Coe  was  arrested  over  alleged 
injuries  resulting  from  a  “cure”  he 
(continued  on  page  14) 
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Uncle  Sam  is  America’s  leading 
printer  —  probably  issuing  more 
books,  leaflets,  and  pamphlets  than 
any  other  printer  in  the  world. 
Many  of  these  are  of  value  to  the 
minister  or  other  church  worker; 
or  treat  on  topics  concerning  which 
the  preacher,  the  counsellor,  the 
teacher,  the  administrator  (the  mp.-*- 
ister  is  all  four  in  most  churches) 
should  be  familiar.  There  is  hardly 
a  topic  of  social  or  economic  or  edu¬ 
cational  concern  (except  such  as  my 
be  strictly  theological)  upon  which 
there  is  not  some  government  docu¬ 
ment.  These  may  be  had  at  very 
reasonable  cost  from  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington  25,  D. 
C.  Here  are  some  recent  documents 
and  their  prices: 

Self-Employment  and  Social  Se¬ 
curity  —  especially  helpful  in  the 
matter  of  covering  clergymen;  also 
others  not  covered  in  group  —  how 
to  get  started,  etc.  Catalog  No.  FS.- 
3.35:22/5.  (Order  by  full  number 
and  title.)  5  cents. 

Manual  of  Fire-Loss  % Prevention 
of  the  Federal  Fire  Council — prin¬ 
ciples  of  protection  and  prevention 
a  church  board  of  trustees  should 
study.  NO.  GS  6.6:F51/955.  50  cents. 

Services  for  Crippled  Children  — 
counsel,  useful  to  the  minister,  on 
numerous  government  and  private 
aid  and  medical  help  now  available 
to  the  crippled  children  (there  are 
250,000)  of  the  nation.  N.  FS  3.210: 
38/3.  15  cents. 

Economic  Forces  in  the  U.S.A.  in 
Facts  and  Figures  —  an  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  American  economy;  fact¬ 
ual  and  not  interpretive.  No.  S  17.8; 


955.  55  cents. 

How  Society  Security  Covers 
Farmers  —  helps  interpret  the  law 
which  in  1955  admitted  millions  of 
employees  on  farms  to  social  secur¬ 
ity  benefits.  No.  FS  3.35 :25A.  10 
cents. 

Selected  References  on  Aging,  (an 
annotated  bibliography,  1955)  —  a 
list  of  recent  literature  helpful  in 
the  study  of  the  growing  problem 
of  aging  people  in  the  American 
population.  No.  FS  1.2:  AG  4/3/955? 
30  cents. 

The  Workable  Program — a  plan 
of  action  used  in  many  towns  and 
cities  to  bring  an  end  to  spurns  and 
blight.  No.  HH  1.2:P  94/3.  10  cents. 

Alaska  1956,  1957  —  the  story  of 
general  conditions,  industry,  hous¬ 
ing,  etc.  in  a  territory  where  the 
Methodist  Church  is  about  to  start 
a  Christian  college.  No.  I  35.10/2: 
AL  1S/17/956-57.  20  cents. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1954  —  on 
agriculture  and  related  subjects  the 
latest  available  complete  figures. 
No.  A  1.47:954.  607  pages.  $2. 

Pocket  Guide  to  Alaska — 68  pages 
re  the  country,  climate,  history,  peo¬ 
ple,  etc.  No.  D  2.8:AL  1/954.  25 
cents. 

A  Healthy  Personality  for  Your 
Child  —  a  guide  to  parents  in  the 
molding  of  their  children’s  person¬ 
alities;  with  a  discussion  aid  for 
groups.  No.  FS  3.209.  35  cents. 

Aging  —  A  Community  Responsi¬ 
bility  and  Opportunity  —  discussion 
of  problem,  and  what  some  com¬ 
munities  are  doing;  also  a  biblio¬ 
graphy.  No.  FS  1.2:  AG  4/6.  15  cents. 

Study  of  Programs  for  Home- 


bound  Individuals  —  this  may  be 
the  help  needed  for  some  shut-in 
in  your  parish.  No.  84/1:  H  Doc.  98. 
35  cents. 

U.  S.  Government  Films  for  Pub¬ 
lic  Educational  Use  —  catalogs  more 
than  4,000  motion  pictures  and  film¬ 
strips,  prepared  by  government,  and 
available  for  educational  purposes; 
many  are  of  value  in  church  groups. 
No.  FS  5.3:955/1.  $1.75. 

Tacliing  as  a  Career  —  may  be 
helpful  in  counselling  young  peo¬ 
ple  on  vocation.  No.  FS  5.3/955.2.  15 
cents. 

On  Juvenile  Delinquency 

The  Children  Bureau  of'  the  U. 
S.  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare,  has  published  a  num¬ 
ber  of  pamphlets  to  help  answer 
many  problems  and  questions  in  the 
area  called  juvenile  delinquency. 
Ten  of  these  are  listed  here — avail¬ 
able  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents  at  the  prices  indicated: 

Som&  Facts  About  Juvenile  De¬ 
linquency.  No.  FS  3.209:  340/3.  25 
cents. 

Understanding  Juvenile  D  elin  - 
juency.  No.  FS  3.209.300.  25  cents. 

Helping  Children  in  Trouble.  No. 
FS  3.209:320.  15  cents. 

What’s  Happening  to  Delinquent 
Children  in  Your  Town?  No.  FS 
3.209:342.  15  cents. 

Helping  Delinquent  Children.  No. 
FS  3,209:341.  20  cents. 

Parents  and  Delinquency.  No.  FS 
3.209:349.  20  cents. 

Public  Services  for  Juveniles.  No. 
FS  3.209:344.  35  cents. 

Standards  for  Specialized  Courts 
Dealing  With  Children.  No.  FS 
(continued  on  page  14) 
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NEWS'  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


REV.  SIDNEY  A.  SEEGERS,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Gueydan,  is  back  in  his 
pulpit  after  a  nine-day  stay  in  the  hospital  fol¬ 
lowing  an  attack  of  kidney  stones. 

REV.  GEORGE  HARBUCK,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
was  guest  preacher;  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe  on  Sunday  evening,  March  4. 

REV.  CARL  F.  LUEG,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  is  the  author  of 
the  meditation  to  be  used  on  Monday,  April  23, 
in  The  Upper  Room,  daily  devotional  guide. 

G.  R.  HIGGINBOTHAM  has  been  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church.  W.  G.  Garrett  is 
vice-president,  and  T.  W.  Campbell,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

1.  L.  KILGORE,  principal  of  the  Lake  Prov- 
2  idence  High  School,  spoke  at  the  Sunday 
morning  service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Providence  on  February  12,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  “Education— A  Stronghold  of  Democracy”. 

REV.  W.  D.  KLEINSCHMIDT,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  has  been  in  the 
hospital  for  a  week  but  he  is  now  at  his  home  at 
1819  Foucher  St.,  New  Orleans.  He  writes  he  will 
be  glad  to  have  visitors. 

REV.  RAYMOND  DEHAINAUT  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  of  the  Winbourne  Methodist  Church. 
He  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Louisiana  State  University. 

BISHOP  DANA  DAWSON,  resident  bishop,  the 
Kansas  Area,  preached  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  on  Sunday,  March 
4,  on  the  subject,  “If  I  Had  Only  One  Sermon  to 
Preach.”  Bishop  Dawson  is  the  father  of  the 
pastor,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr. 

GUEST  SPEAKERS  as  part  of  the  church  mis¬ 
sion  study,  100  Years  of  Methodist  Missions 
in  India  and  Pakistan,  were  Misses  Nann 
Mandke  and  Dorothy  Harper.  Both  are  graduate 
students  at  L.S.U.  They  spoke  at  Kentwood 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  night,  March  4. 

REV.  ROBERT  L.  PEYTON,  pastor  of  the  Oak 
Park  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  writes 
that  the  church  has  recently  purchased  new  pews 
for  the  sanctuary.  He  says:  “The  pews  are  made 
of  light  oak  material  and  have  added  much  to 
the  beauty  and  usefulness  of  our  sanctuary. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Alexandria,  will  sponsor  a 
concert  by  the  Centenary  College  Choir  on  March 
9  at  the  Bolton  High  School  auditorium.  The  49- 
voice  choir  will  be  under  the  direction  of  A.  C. 
Voran. 

WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER  was  observed  in 
Kentwood  as  a  joint  endeavor  by  members 
of  the  Methodist,  Baptist,  Church  of  God,  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  Episcopal  Churches.  The  day  was 
observed  on  Friday  night,  February  17,  at  the 
Kentwood  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Garland  Dean, 
Jr.,  was  the  local  1955  general  chairman. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  Gibsland  Methodist  Church 
presented  a  program  of  sacred  music  at  the 
evening  worship  hour  of  the  Haynesville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  March  4.  Rev.  Joe  Rob¬ 
inson  is  pastor  of  the  Gibsland  Church.  Mrs. 
Helen  Morrow  is  the  director  of  the  church  and 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Terry  is  the  organist. 

REV.  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church,  on  Monday  night, 
February  27,  spoke  to  more  than  75  members  of 
the  Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church  on  his  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land.  He  also  showed  pictures  made 
on  his  trip.  A  potluck  supper  was  served.  Mrs. 
Kilpatrick  and  their  son,  Jerry,  accompanied  Mr. 
Kilpatrick. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church  has  voted  tp 


establish  a  scholarship  fund  in  order  to  aid  Meth¬ 
odist  students  from  the  church  who  are  preparing 
for  full-time  Christian  work,  to  also  aid  Meth¬ 
odist  students  other  than  these  in  cases  of  emer¬ 
gency,  and  to  aid  in  sending 'youth  of  the  church 
to  summer  camps,  convocations,  and  leadership 
schools. 

DR.  W.  EARL  HOTALEN  of  Baton  Rouge,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  spoke  at  the  Kentwood  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday  morning,  February  26. 
Dr.  Hotalen  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  represent¬ 
ative  personnel  of  the  various  causes  and  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  Methodist  Church  being  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  local  congregation.  Rev.  Garland  C. 
Dean,  Jr.,  is  the  local  pastor. 

THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  is  buying  and  will  hold  until 
needed  a  piece  of  property  for  the  Metairie  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  as  a  church  site.  Rev.  John  Winn  is 
pastor  of  the  church.  When  the  new  church  is 
erected,  it  will  be  on  one  of  the  largest  church 
sites  in  the  New  Orleans  Area,  according  to  re¬ 
port.  Plans  are  progressing  to  have  a  parsonage 
completed  by  June.  The  church  hope^  to  have  a 
full-time  pastor  for  the  next  Conference  year. 

THE  AMERICAN  GUILD  OF  ORGANISTS, 
with  15,000  members  and  chapters  or  branch¬ 
es  in  every  state,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Hawaii,  Alaska  and  the  Canal  one,  will  hold  its 
23rd  Annual  National  Convention  in  New  York 
City,  June  25-29,  in  celebration  of  the  60th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  A.  G.O.  The  national  membership 
of  this  association  of  church  musicians  consists  of 
.both  organists  and  choral  directors,  and  repre¬ 
sents  all  religious  bodies. 

HE  TRINITY  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Rus- 
ton  has  filed  an  application  for  the  charter  of 
Explorer  Post  45,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  with 
the  Ouachita  Valley  Council,  according  to  an¬ 
nouncement  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper, 
and  Floyd  B.  James,  institutional  representative. 
The  Post  Committee  will  be  headed  by  L.  D. 
Napper,  attorney  of  Ruston.  With  the  application 
of  this  charter  completed,  Trinity  Church  will 
sponsor  one  each  of  every  group  in  Scouting. 

SALES  of  Bible,  Testaments  and  Scripture  por¬ 
tions  in  Japan  last  year  were  up  40  per  cent 
over  sales  in  1954,  the  Japan  Bible  Society  re¬ 
ports.  In  1955,  the  Society  said,  total  sales  of  all 
Scriptural  pieces  were  1,872,913,  an  increase  of 
550,000  over  the  1954  total  of  1,322,990.  The  big¬ 
gest  increase  was  in  sales  of  Bible  portions,  from 
860,970  in  1954  to  1,307,221  in  1955;  but  the  num¬ 
ber  of  complete  Bibles  sold  more  than  doubled, 
jumping  from  41,008  in  1954  to  89,016  last  year. 
The  increase  in  the  sale  of  New  Testaments,  the 
society  said,  was  from  415,909  in  1954  to  473,042 
in  1955. 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  district  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Monroe  District,  was  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  ground-breaking  service  on  Sun¬ 
day,  February  11,  for  the  $75,000  education  annex 
to  be  built  for  the  Winnsboro  Methodist  Church. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  is  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr. 
Harris  preached  at  11:00  o’clock  and  the  ground¬ 
breaking  services  were  held  immediately  follow¬ 
ing,  in  charge  of  W.  R.  Baker,  charge  lay  leader. 
The  new  building  will  be  a  two-story  fireproof 
building  and  will  include  rooms  for  the  entire 
Children’s  Division,  choir  room,  pastor’s  study, 
library,  prayer  chapel  and  a  three-passenger 
elevator. 

North  highlands  methodist  church 

in  Shreveport  passed  the  attehdance  goal 
fixed  for  “A  G  Day”  in  the  Sunday  School  on 
February  26.  Two  hundred  forty-six  members 
and  visitors  filled  the  classrooms,  a  42  per  cent 
increase  over  the  average  attendance  for  this 
Church  School  year.  Sunday  School  Superintend¬ 
ent  Cartee  Foil  and  his  assistant,  Andy  Moore, 
with  other  leaders  in  the  Sunday  School,  planned 
for  months  to  make  “A  G  Day”'  a  success.  North 
Highlands  Church  is  in  a  suburban  area  about 
four  miles  north  of  Shreveport.  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond 
is  pastor, 


A  CHRISTIAN  WORKERS’  SCHOOL  was  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles,  Monday  through  Friday*  February  20- 
24,  with  two  class  periods  each  evening.  The 
school  was  sponsored  by  FairvieW,  First  Meth¬ 
odist,  Iowa,  Maplewood,  Northside,  Oak  Park, 
Simpson,  University  and  West  Lake  Churches. 
Members  of  the  teaching  staff  included:  Rev. 
Luther  Booth  of  Winnfield;  Rev.  Earl  Emmerich, 
University  Church;  Rev.  Fred  O.  Shirley,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  at  First  Church;  Miss  Bonnie  Mae 
Smith  of  First  Church;  Miss  Barbara  Terry, 
Christian  Education  director  at  First  Church  aiid 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Tomlinson  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CONVOCATION  for  1956 
and  the  North  Carolina  Pastors’  School  will 
be  held  at  Duke  University,  June  5-8,  according 
to  announcement  by  Dean  James  Cannon  of  the 
Duke  Divinity  School.  The  annual  four-day  meet¬ 
ing  for  ministers  in  the  Southeast  will  feature 
the  seventh  series  of  James  A.  Gray  Lectures, 
special  study  courses  related  to  pastoral  work, 
workshops  and  worship  services.  This  year’s 
James  A.  Gray  lecturer  will  be  Dr.  John  Knox, 
Baldwin  Professor  of  Sacred  Literature  in  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York.  The  Convoca¬ 
tion  preacher  will  be  Dr.  Robert  B.  Pierce,  min¬ 
ister  of  Broadway  Methodist  Church,  Indianap¬ 
olis,  Indiana. 

REV.  ALAN  WALKER,  Australian  Methodist 
evangelist,  whose  “Mission  to  the  Nation”, 
Australia,  brought  him  the  decoration  of  the 
Order  of  the  British  Empire  from  Queen  Eliz¬ 
abeth  II  in  1950,  is  now  in  the  United  States  for 
an  evangelistic  “Mission  to  America”.  This  will 
be  followed  by  a  “mission  to  the  Nation”  con¬ 
ducted  in  Canada  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  Church  of  Canada.  The  American  cam¬ 
paign  will  be  under  the  Board  of  Evangelism  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  will  include  a  series 
of  addresses  at  the  General  Conference  in  April- 
May  in  Minneapolis.  Following  the  Conference 
there  will  be  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  larger 
American  cities,  wtih  services  in  theatres  and 
public  halls. 


NOTICE  REGARDING  ESSAY  CONTEST 
IN  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

All  local  church  contests  in  the  annual  essay 
contest  were  to  have  been  completed  by  Feb¬ 
ruary  28  and  names  of  winners  in  the  Shreve¬ 
port' District  were  to  have  been  sent  to  Rev.  D. 
L.  McGuire,  1710  Park  Avenue,  Shreveport,  for 
entry  in  the  district  contest. 

The  district  run-off  will  be  held  on  Friday 
night,  March  9,  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Bossier  City.  Three  judges  will 
rate  the  presentations  according  to  research,  il¬ 
lustration,  originality,  speech,  persuasiveness 
and  development  of  the  theme.  Prizes  of  $13.00, 
$7.00  and  $5.00  will  be  awarded  respectively  to 
the  first,  second  and  third  place  winners,  and 
the  first  place  essay  will  be  given  in  the  State 
Contest  in  First  Church,  Alexandria,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  April  7. 

The  subject  for  this  year’s  essay  is  “The  Truth 
About  Beer.” 


WORSHIP  SERVICE  AT  SEA 

New  York,  N.  Y. — U.  S.  tourists  traveling 
abroad  this  summer  will  be  able  to  worship  at 
sea  as  tkey  would  at  home. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  has  completed  arrangements  with 
the  major  trans-Atlantic  passenger  ship  lines  to 
provide  for  the  services  of  a  Protestant  minister 
as  “ship’s  chaplain”  on  as  “many  crossings  as 
possible.” 

'  Pastors  will  participate  on  a  Volunteer  basis 
informing  the  National  Council  in  advance  of 
their  ocean  travel  plans.  The  passenger  line  of¬ 
fice  and  later  the  ship’s  captain  and  purser  are 
notified  so  they  can  make  arrangements  for 
scheduled  services. 

The  program  was  initiated  two  years  ago  to 
eliminate  the  “hit  or  miss”  approach  in  providing 
shipboard  ministerial  services,  the  Rev.  Berlyn 
Farris,  chairman  of  the  National  Council’s  De¬ 
partment  of  Evangelism,  which  sponsors  it,  said 
in  announcing  this  year’s  plans. 

He  reported  that  since  its  start  in  1954  scores 
of  clergymen  representing  most  major  U.  S. 
Protestant  communions  have  participated  in  the 
program! 
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Louisiana  Conference 

proyer  Life  Movement 

CURBENT^PRAYER  vigil 

i*(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 

B  OO  P  m-  on  ^ate  anc*  c^oSes 

f  at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date) 

LDate  Church  or  Charge  Pastor 

torch  6-7 — Plaquemine,  C. -Robert 

McCammon 

/arch  7-8— Walker,  P.  W.  Sibley 
/larch  8-9— Grace,  Ruston,  Henry  C. 
Blount,  Jr. 

torch  9-10— rBaker,  Marvin  H.  Cor¬ 

ley 

arch  10-11 — New  Iberia,  W.  R. 

Wendt 

arch  11-12 — Tangipahoa,  Angus  L. 
Carruth;  Park  Avenue,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Douglas  L.  McGuire 
arch  12-13 — Broadmoor,  Baton 
Rouse,  J.  Philip  Woodland;  Mar- 
thaville,  E.  A.  Wingfield 
[arch  13-14 — Rodessa,  Marvin  H. 
Hockenhull 

arch  14-15 — Oil  City,  H.  M.  Law 
arch  15-16 — Cheneyville,  Charles 
H.  Giessen 

arch  16-17 — Morningside,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Jimmie  J.  Caraway 
While  the  Prayer  Vigil  was  in 
ogress  on  the  Elizabeth  Charge 
'ebruary  1-10  Reverend  James  R. 
ftrozier,  pastor,  wrote  a  letter  which 
eluded  the  following:  “We  are  ob- 
rving  the  full  24-hour  Prayer  Vigil 
both  Elizabeth  and  Hopewell 
lurches.  It  is  rainy  and  bad  but 
e  lights  are  on  in  both  churches 
d  people  are  there  praying  and 
continue  the  Vigil  until  6:00 
to.  this  evening.  It  is  now  1:30  a. 

we  just  came  in  from  the  church 
here  we  spent  an  hour  in  prayer.” 
■W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman,  Board  of 
angelism 


Pill 


1ST.  BERNARD  OBSERVES 
WRLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER 


[  The  World  Day  of  Prayer  service 
held  at  the  St.  Bernard  Church, 
halmette,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  pas- 
j>r,  Feb.  17,  at  9:30  a.  m. 
j  The  service  opened  with  medita- 
|on  by  Mrs.  John  Weese,  followed 
prayers  for  peace,  forgiveness  of 
ns,  thanksgiving,  Christian  homes 
hd  officials  of  the  governments  of 
fie  world.  Three  circles  of  the  Wom- 
i’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  pre- 
fented  five  skits  on  the  theme,  “Thy ... 
fill  Be  Done.”  The  service  closed 
fith  a  prayer  by  the  pastor.  Mrs. 
Pseph  Morgan  was  the  organist. 

[At  the  evening  service  Mrs.  J.  C. 
rice  was  in  charge  of  devotions, 
lllowed  by  the  showing  of  the  film, 
yhile  Earth  Rolls  Onward  Into 
ight”.  This  film  was  the  story  of 
fe  World  Day  of  Prayer  as  observed 
all  countries.  Approximately  35 
[ere  in  attendance  at  each  serv¬ 
ice. 

A  World  Day  of  Prayer  and  prayer 
Nil  service  was  held  on  Sunday, 
feb.  19,  by  the  children  of  the  Jun- 
Pi  Church  at  their  morning  service 
[lth  66  in  attendance.  The  entire 
F’vice  of  prayers,  litanies,  scrip- 
Fe>  story,  sentence  prayers  were 
pven  by  the  children. 

.  rhe  offering  of  $10.00  will  be 
I  to  the  Crusade  Scholars  Fund. 

the  Junior  Church  is  under  the 
[u'ection  of  Mrs.  W.  G.  Doss. 

The  children  of  the  Junior  Church 
,rc  the  MYF  have  begun  a  pro- 
■  am  of  group  intercessory  prayer. 

^  e  ehildren  will  kneel  and  pray  at 
j e  ,altar  in  the  sanctuary  every 
’  nday  during  the  time  between 
i  Ureh  School  and  the  morning 
hurch  service. 

The  MYF  will  have  its  prayer  time 


WEEK  OF  DEDICATION 
AT  FARMERVILLE 

Week  of  Dedication  was  observed 
in  the  Farmerville  Methodist  Church 
with  four  services  devoted  to  this 
emphasis. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  con¬ 
ducted  the  mid-week  prayer  meet¬ 
ing  and  presented  a  challenging 
service  on  the  theme  “Our  Inner 
Selves”. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  sponsored  a  community¬ 
wide  observance  of  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer.  A  proclamation  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  presented  to  the  mayor 
for  his  signature  and  influence.  A 
committee  composed  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  other  churches  as  well  as 
our  own  helped  make  plans  for  the 
twelve-hour  observance.  The  church 
was  opened  all  day  for  prayer  with 
three  special  services  held  at  7:00 
a.m.,  12  noon,  and  a  concluding  serW 
ice  at  7:30  p.m.  Two  persons  were 
at  the  door  to  welcome  worshippers 
and  hand  out  prayer  tracts  and  other 
materials.  Two  other  persons  pro¬ 
vided  soft  music  and  scripture  read¬ 
ings.  A  worship  center  featuring  a 
lighted  world  globe  with  a  lighted 
cross  above  and  behind  it  called  the 
worshippers  to  the  church  altar  for 
prayer. 

Morning  and  evening  services  of 
Feb.  19  were  used  to  observe  the 
Week  of  Dedication.  Members  were 
invited  to  the  altar  to  dedicate  them¬ 
selves  as  well  as  their  offerings. 

Over  250  persons  were  reached  in 
these  services  and  we  feel  confident 
that  our  entire  church  as  well  as  the 
community  has  been  helped.— W.  V. 
Sirman,  pastor 


EVANGELISTIC  SERVICE 
AT  SPRINGDALE 

Revival  services  are  being  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Springhill  during  the  week  of  March 
4-11,  with  morning  services  during 
the  week  days  at  9:30  and  night  at 
7:30. 

Rev.  Sam  Nader,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Houma, 
is  preaching  during  the  week. 

The  song  leader  for  these  serv¬ 
ices  is  Rev.  W.  B.  “Jack”  Shaw, 
pastor  of  the  Cotton  Valley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Bro.  Shaw  will  be 
remembered  as  the  song  leader  from 
the  very  successful  revival  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  last  year. 

As  a  climax  to  the  revival,  the 
Sunday  School,  under  the  direction 
of  Hugh  Lide,  Superintendent,  Mrs. 
B.  E.  Flanakin,  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Education,  C.  T. 
Lawler,  C.  J.  Provost,  and  C.  T. 
Holloway,  have  set  400  as  the  goal 
for  Sunday  School  attendance  for 
March  11. 

The  Commission  on  Membership 
and  Evangelism,  I.  L.  Park,  Chair¬ 
man,  made  the  plans  for  the  revival. 
Other  members  of  the  commission 
are:  Mrs.  Clyde  Me  Arty,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Wilmoth,  P.  S.  Phillips,  David  Stone, 
Miss  Diana  Diehl,  Harry  Blanchard 
and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Gray.— Reporter 


the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  at 
MYF  time  at  the  main  sanctuary 
altar.  Prayers  of  thanksgiving,  for¬ 
giveness  of  sins,  peace,  Christian 
homes,  the  children  and  youth  of 
the  world,  and  prayer  requests  from 
individuals  will  be  given  by  both 
groups,— Mrs.  Walter  G,  Doss 
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WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER 
CHILDREN’S  PROGRAM 

The  McGuire  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Monroe  was  host  on  Friday, 
February  17,  to  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer  children’s  program,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Council  of 
Church  Women  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  offering  was  taken  by  chil¬ 
dren,  dressed  in  costumes  of  other 
lands.  This  money  will  be  allocated 
for  interdenominational  work  for 
missions  as  follows:  Indian  Amer¬ 
icans,  low-income  farming  communi¬ 
ties,  agricultural  migrants,  and  for 
work  in  Japan,  Korea,  India,  Pakis¬ 
tan,  French  Cameroon,  Indonesia, 
Congo,  refugee  women  and  girls  in 
the  Near  East,  Africa,  Germany, 
France,  International  Missionary 
Council,  and  help  for  foreign  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  Fred  Riser,  leader  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  developed  through  this  the 
theme,  “One  Flock,  One  Shepherd”. 
Henry  Sanford  led  the  song  service 
with  Mrs.  Chas.  Chisholm  accom¬ 
panist.  Fred  Riser  read  the  scripture 
and  Rev.  Ira  A.  Love,  pastor,  led  the 
congregation  in  prayer. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  DeFreese,  during  the 
story -hour,  gave  an  illustrated  story, 
“An  International  Dinner”.  She  also 
related  the  story,  “The  Prayer  That 
Is  Prayed  Around  the  World”.  The 
pastor  host  gave  the  closing  bene¬ 
diction. — Reporter 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
CAREER  CLINIC 

The  Lake  Charles  District  Career 
Clinic  was  held  Saturday,  Feb.  25th, 
at  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 
Under  the  direction  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  District  Youth 
Director  and  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  District  Secretary 
of  Missionary  Personnel  respective¬ 
ly.  The  program  included  presenta¬ 
tions  of  fulltime  service  in  the 
Church  in  the  fields  of  National 
Missions,  the  Ministry,  Religious  Ed¬ 
ucation,  Wesley  Foundation,  Music, 
and  Institutions. 

Sharing  the  leadership  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  of  Welsh, 
Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  of  Lake  Arthur, 
Rev.  A.  A.  McKnight  of  DeQuincy. 
The  opening  devotional  was  given 
by  Rev.  Carl  Lueg  of  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
of  Simpson  Church  in  Lake  Charles 
led  the  closing  service  of  inspiration. 


We  shall  have  to  stress  continued 
recognition  that  education  is  not  an 
end  in  itself.  It  is  like  yeast  in  the 
life  of  the  person,  of  the  church, 
of  society.  Christian  education  seek- 
eth  not  her  own,  is  not  puffed  up. 
It  is  like  salt  and  like  light  which 
bring  out  both  savor  and  beauty 
without  calling  attention  to  them¬ 
selves.  It  is  well  for  us  as  a  church 
to  recognize  that  all  kinds  of  spec¬ 
ials  and  emergency  appeals  used 
to  raise  funds  for  worthy  causes 
ultimately  defeat  the  causes  them¬ 
selves.  Special  emphasis  must  be 
made  and  emergencies  must  be  met 
but  the  financial  stature  of  the 
church  ultimately  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  spiritual  stature  of 
its  people.  We  must  be  aware  that 
promotion  and  cultivation  as  such 
will  ultimately  fail  and  that  the 
only  way  a  great  church  can  raise 
the  dough  is  by  the  yeast  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  —  Leon  M.  Adkins. 


POW-WOW 

An  Indian  Pow-wow  was  held 
Sunday,  February  26th,  at  the  Jen¬ 
nings  First  Methodist  Church.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  theme  “Indian  Amer¬ 
icans”,  a  variety  program  of  story 
and  song  was  presented.  Princess 
Pawtawatami,  in  the  person  of  Mar¬ 
sha  Ewalt,  opened  the  program  with 
an  Indian  Story.  Chief  Quick  Fin¬ 
gers,  Isaac  Fillion,  played  a  piano 
solo,  “By  the  Waters  of  Minnetan- 
ka”.  “Ten  Little  Indians”  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Primaries  in  Indian 
dress.  “Indian  Love  Call”  was  played 
by  Chief  Quick  Fingers.  The  Jun¬ 
iors,  also  in  Indian  costume,  con¬ 
ducted  a  council  ring  around  the 
campfire.  “Pale  Moon”  was  sung 
by  Princess  SummerFall Winter- 
Spring,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Adams.  Chief 
Thunderthud,  Franklin  Hildebrand, 
offered  the  story  of  “Sacajawea”. 

“Strangers  In  Their  Own  Land”, 
a  filmstrip,  was  presented  in  the 
sanctuary  with  “Laughing  Blue 
Waters”,  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Crichlow, 
as  the  reader. 

The  Indian  Pow-wow  concluded 
the  four  Sunday  night  study  of 
“Indian  Americans”.  Teachers  and 
workers  included:  Mrs.  Charles 
Liles,  Mrs.  Eugene  Sawyer,  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
gar  Broussard,  Mrs.  Florence  Tut- 
hill,  Mrs.  David  Oates,  Mrs.  Elmer 
Harris,  Mrs.  Hugh  Mitchell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herbert  Buch,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roy  Dommert,  Mrs.  Carl  Ewalt,  Mrs. 
Eric  Smith,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Clemons,  Jr., 
Harvey  Laing,  William  Kiesel,  Mrs. 
Doyle  Reeves,  Lero^  Dickerson, 
James  Wilson,  Mrs.  Cm  B.  DeJean, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Crichlow. 
Table  decorations  of  canoes  and  tee¬ 
pees  were  made  and  decorated  by 

the  young  people.— Reporter 


MEETING  OF  ADULT 
CLASS  OF  PINE  GROVE 
CHURCH 

The  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  of 
the  Pine  Grove  Methodist  Church 
met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chris  Coleman  of  February  22  for 
the  regular  monthly  meeting.  Mrs. 
R.C.  Tuggle  presided  at  the  business 
meeting. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Alford  spoke  on  George 
Washington  and  the  class  led  by 
Rev.  J.  A.  Alford  stood  for  a  moment 
of  silent  prayer  in  honor  of  the 
first  president. 

A  recreation  period  followed  with 
Mrs.  Louise  Dunn  as  recreation 
chairman. 

Cards  were  signed  to  be  mailed  to 
members  of  the  class  who  were  ill. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Dunn 
on  March  14  with  Mrs.  W.  D.  Miller 
and  Mrs.  Jerry  Dunn  serving  as  co¬ 
hostesses. 

Twenty-six  people  attended  the 
meeting.— Mrs.  Chris  Coleman 


S.  C.  JURISDICTION 
WOMAN’S  MEET 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
music  given  by  soloists  and  choirs 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  and 
Centenary  College  added  to  the 
worship.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Society  and  the  districts  gave  cour¬ 
tesy  luncheons  with  camellias  used 
in  profusion  in  decoration. 

The  Jurisdictional  Conference  ac¬ 
cepted  the  invitation  of  the  New 
Mexico  Confeernce  to  hold  its  1957 
meeting  in  Albuquerque. 


Page  Nine 


CHILDREN 

ANNIE  WINBURNE,  Editor 


A  DOLLAR'S  WORTH  OF  HAPPINESS 

BY  CLARA  J.  SMITH 


WHEN  Jean  came  home  from 
school  to  change  into  her 
playclothes,  she  found  a 
letter  from  her  Grand¬ 
mother  down  in  Kansas.  She  slit 
the  envelope  open  and  took  the  let¬ 
ter  out.  A  crisp,  new,  one-dollar  bill 
fluttered  to  the  floor. 

“Mother,  look  —  money.  Why  do 
you  suppose  Grandmother  sent  it? 
My  birthday’s  past.” 

“Reading  the  letter  might  help,” 
suggested  Mother. 

“I  guess  so,"  Jean  said,  laugh¬ 
ing.  She  unfolded  the  sheet  of  paper 
and  read: 

“Dear  Jean,  I’m  sending  you  a 
dollar.  It’s  a  spending  dollar.  Buy 
yourself  some  happiness  with  it. 
Love,  Grandmother.” 

»Oh!  —  a  whole  dollar  to  buy 
>*  something  just  for  me.  May  I  go 
downtown  right  away?” 

“Yes,”  answered  Mother,  “but  be 
sure  to  get  your  money’s  worth.” 

“Oh,  I  will,”  said  Jean,  dancing 
out  the  door.  Molly  and  Lou,  her 
two  best  friends,  were  on  the  walk 
jumping  rope  with  an  old  piece  of 
clothesline. 

“I  can’t  play,”  said  Jean.  “My 
Grandmother  sent  me  a  dollar  to 
buy  some  happiness  and  I’m  going 
downtown.” 

“We’ll  go  along,”  said  Mary  Lou, 
throwing  the  rope  under  the  porch, 
“a  whole  dollar  —  what  will  you 
buy?” 

“I  don’t  know  yet,”  said  Jean, 
“but  something  just  for  me.” 

The  three  girls  linked  arms  and 
hippity  -  hopped  down  the  street. 
Four  blocks  down  they  came  to 
Tony’s  Drugstore.  Tony  was  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  door. 

“Hi,  girls,”  he  called,  “no  ice 
cream  cones  today?” 

“We  haven’t  any  money,”  said 
Molly,  “only  Jean  has  a  dollar  to 
buy  herself  some  happiness.”  Jean 
pulled  the  crisp,  new,  one  -  dollar 
bill  crat  of  her  pocket  to  show  him. 
Then  she  had  an  idea.  “I  know 
what,”  she  said,  “I’ll  treat.” 

“Oh,  yummy!”  exclaimed  Mary 
Lou.  They  went  inside  and  started 
toward  the  counter,  but  Jean  said, 
“Let’s  not  have  cones.  Let  sit  at  a 
table  and  have  ten-cent  dishes.” 

“Just  like  grownups,”  said  Mol¬ 
ly.  “I’ll  have  chocolate.” 

“I’ll  have  pineapple,”  said  Mary 
Lou. 

“I’ll  have  peppermint-stick,”  said 


J ean,  handing  Tony  the  new  -  one- 
dollar  bill.  When  he  came  back  with 
the  ice  cream,  he  gave  Jean  the 
changes,  two  quarters  and  two 
dimes.  The  girls  sat  at  the  table 
quite  a  while,  laughing  and  talk¬ 
ing.  As  they  were  leaving  the  store, 
they  saw  the  display  of  new  jump¬ 
ing  ropes. 

“Look,”  said  Jean,  “just  what  we 
need.  How  much  are  they,  Tony?” 

“The  ones  with  the  fancy  handles 
are  45  cents.  How  many  do  you 
want?” 

The  girls  giggled  and  Mary  Lou 
said,  “We  don’t  want  any.  We  have¬ 
n’t  any  money.” 

“Yes,  we  do,”  said  Jean,  “we’ll 
take  the  red  one.”  She  reached  into 
her  pocket  and  took  out  one  of  the 
two  quarters  and  the  two  dimes  and 
gave  them  to  Tony.  • 

Outside,  the  girls  took  turns 
jumping  the  new  rope,  but  finally 
Molly  said,  “We  better  hurry  if 
you’re  going  to  buy  yourself  some 
happiness,  Jean.  You  can  only  get  a 
quarter’s  worth  now.”  They  giggled 
some  more  and  linked  arms  again 
and  hippity-hopped  around  the 
corner.  There-  was  Blum’s  Flower 
Shop,  and  in  the  window  a  big  vase 
of  pink  rosebuds. 

“My  mother’s  favorite  flower,” 
said  Jean. 

“My  mother’s,  too,”  said  Mary 
Lou. 

“Mine,  too,”  said  Molly,  “I 
wish  .  .  .” 

“Let’s  go  inside,”  said  Jean.  When 
they  opened  the  door,  a  bell  tinkled 
and  Mr.  Bum  came  in  from  a  back 
room. 

“Hello,  girls,  can  I  sell  you  some 
flowers?” 

“How  much  are  the  pink  rose¬ 
buds?”  asked  Jean. 

“The  short-stemmed  ones  are  ten 
cents  a  blossom.  How  many  do  you 
want?” 

“I  was  thinking  three,”  Jean  re¬ 
plied,  “but  I  have  only  a  quarter.” 

“That’s  okay,”  said  Mr.  Blum,  tak¬ 
ing  the  money  and  giving  her  the 
three  roses. 

“Thank  you,”  said  Jean.  She  gave 
one  to  Molly  and  one  to  Mary  Lou, 
and  kept  one  herself. 

“Oh,  Jeafg”'  said  Mary  Lou,  “won’t 
our  mothers  be  surprised?” 

“But  we’ve  spent  nil  your  dollar,” 
said  Molly,  “and  you  haven’t  any 
left  to  buy  yourself  some  happi¬ 
ness.” 


AFTER  SCHOOL 


Mother  says  when  we  come  home 
From  school  each  day , 

We  need  to  get  outside  awhile 
’  And  really  play. 

We’ve  had  a  very  busy  day 
And  studied  as  we  should, 

Our  teacher  is  so  very  pleased 
When  we  have  all  been  good. 

So  now  we  play  and  have  such  fun, 
We  share  with  one  another. 

Then  we  put  a/way  our  toys 
And  run  in  to  help  Mother. 

—A.  E.  W. 


Jean  thought  about  that  a  min¬ 
ute  and  then  she  laughed.  “I  guess 
happiness  wouldn’t  be  much  fun 
if  you  bought  it  all  alone.  Let’s  go 
home  now,  and  I’ll  write  Grand¬ 
mother  and  tell  her  how  I  spent  the 
dollar.” 

The  other  girls  laughed,  too,  as 
they  vlinked  arms  and  hippity-hop¬ 
ped  home.— Presbyterian  Life.  , 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


A  man  walked  into  a  restaurant 
and  sat  down  at  a  table.  “What 
will  you  have,  sir?”  asked  the 
waiter. 

The  customer  shook  his  head. 
“Not  a  thing,”  he  replied.  “I’m  not 


hungry.” 

The  waiter  stared.  “Then  what’s 
the  idea,”  he  grumbled,  “of  coming 
in  here?” 

The  customer  shrugged  his 
shoulders!  “It’s  very  '  simple,”  he 
explained.  “This  is  my  lunch  hour.” 

- Farmer’s  Weekly  (S.  Africa). 

*  *  * 

“He  moved  straight  toward  his 
goal,”  said  the  political  orator.  “He 
looked  neither  to  the  right  nor  to 
the  left,  but  pressed  forward,  moved 
by  a  definite  purpose.  Neither 
friend  nor  foe  could  delay  him  nor 
turn  him  from  his  course,  and  all 
who  crossed  his  path  did  so  at  their 
peril.  You  all  know  whom  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about,  do  you  not?” 

“Yeah,”  came  a  voice  from  the 
crowd,  “a  tfuck  driver.” 


ADAM  AND  HIS  WIFE  WERE  50  ASHAMED  f 
THEY  HID  THEMSELVES  FROM  THE  FACE  | 
OF  GOD  AMONG  THE  TREES  OF  PARADISE. 


Page  Ten 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

ARKANSAS-LOUISIAN.A  AREA 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE  TO 
MEET  AT  MALVERN 


The  Little  Rock  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
will  meet  March  20-22  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Malvern,  with 
Mrs.  J-  R-  Henderson,  president, 

presiding.  v 

The  Executive  Committee  will 
meet  at  10:00,  Tuesday,  and  the 
opening  session  of  the  Sixteenth 
Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  at  2 
p.m. 

Registrations  should  be  sent  to 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Percival,  1015  Pine 
Street,  Malvern. 

Each  society  is  entitled  to  one 
delegate:  the  President,  or  her  al¬ 
ternate.  Societies  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  250  or  over  may  have  two 
delegates.  District  officers  are  dele¬ 
gates.  All  ministers’  wives  are  guests 
of  the  conference. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  is: 
“Lest  We  Miss'  Our  Kingdom’s 
Goal,”  and  more  ^particulars  will 
be  given  in  next  week’s  issue*. 


MRS.  J.  R.  HENDERSON 


FINANCIAL  REPORT,  LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
W.S.C.S.  —  THIRD  QUARTER  —  FEBRUARY  15,  1956 


RECEIVED  FROM  DISTRICTS: 
Undirected  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $12,981.21 

W.S.G . . .  2,-353.10 

Projects : 

W.S.C.S .  863.74 

W.S.G . ./ .  246.17 

McKimmey,  Stahley,  Con¬ 
ference  Rural  Work: 

W.S.C.S . $  1,663.28 


W.S.G. 

Special  Memberships : 
Honorary  Baby: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 


Honorary  Adult: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 


25.50 


35.00 

10.00 

500.00 

25.00 

60.00 

82.00 


.$16 


1,142.00 

249.30 

1,454.01 

184.90 

181.81 
35.45 
15.00 
14.00 


Honorary  Youth: 

w.s.c.s . :.... 

In  Remembrance  . 

Credit  on  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . '  2 

TOTAL  Credit  on  Pledge . $18 

Youth  Fund  . .  $  939.67 

Children’s  Service  Fund  31.83 

Total  on  Appropriations  . $19 

Cash  for  Supplies : 

W.S.C.S . $ 

W.S.G . 

Week  of  Prayer : 

W.S.C.S . . . 

W.S.G . 

Cultivation  Funds: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Supplementary  Gifts  . 

Student  Loan  Fund  .  . 

Alcohol  Education  .  177.85 

E.T.W.  Fund  .  269.55 

Other  Receipts  .  7.02 

TOTAL  Receipts,  WSCS . $20 

TOTAL  Receipts — WSG  .  8 

TOTAL  Receipts  from  Districts ...  $23 

OTHER  RECEIPTS: 

Ark.  Coop.  Rural  Work$  150.00 

Refunds  .  72.79 

TOTAL  Receipts  . $23 

Balance,  'Nbv.  15  . 6 

Total  to  Account  for  . 

Local  Work  Reported — $14,244.13 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

Pledge  to  Missions : 

W.S.C.S . $11,564.39 

W.S.G .  2,260.94 

Projects : 

W.S.C.S .  2,625.00 

W.S.G .  246.17 

Sp,?,cial  Memberships : 

W.s.c.s.  ...'. .  590.00 

InWaS-G . . ,  35.00 

ln  Remembrance  .  82.00 

Credit  on' Pledge: 

Tw:I:S:s-...:::;:;- 

iota  Credit  on  Pledge  .  $17 

routh  Funds  .  $  939.67 

uiUdren’s  Service  Funds  31.83 

u?  ,  Credit  on  Appropriations  $18 

mfeuk  ,o£  Prayer  . $  1,638.91 

Cash  for  Supplies — 

foreign  .  275.21 

T,!.  ,n,°  .  1,116.09 

otal  to  Division  . $21 

other  disbursements: 
Administrative  . $  332.43 

march  8,  195(5 


185.23 

659.77 

845.00 


816.50 


30 


417.97 

129.42 

547.39 


,770.18 

,894.33 

664.51 


District  Cultivation  .  223.26 

Student  Loan  Fund  .  14.00 

E.T.W.  Fund  .  35.28 

Alcohol  Education  .  185.00 

Methodist  Center  Building 

Fund  .  1,000.00 

Arkansas  Rural  Work  ....  629.84 

Miscellaneous  .  68.13 

TOTAL  Disbursements  . $23,924.72 

Balance  Feb.  15.  1956— $6,739.79 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Verhoeff, 
Treasurer 

HONORARY  MEMBERSHIPS 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT— Baby :  Jen- 
niefer  Leamons,  Sparkman.  Adult :  Mrs. 

B.  C.  Phelps,  Okolona. 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Baby :  Susan 
Shaw,  Lewisville;  Susan  Rhea,  Magnolia 
First;  Robert  Lake  Bohey,  Stamps;  Bev¬ 
erly  Jean  Cross,  Parkers  Chapel.  Adult: 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Sonage,  Fairview;  Mrs.  Orvil 
Anderson,  Camden,  First:  Mrs.  Floy 
Sprague,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Walsh,  Bearden;  Mrs. 
E..  R.  Ford,  Mrs.  Reba  McKinney,  Mrs. 
Inez  Fullerton,  Jack  Mayfield  Memorial. 

HOPE  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs.  Sam  War- 
mibk,  Hope;  Mrs.  Belle  Arnold,  DeQueen; 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Guier,  Texarkana  First  (WSG). 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Baby :  John 
Ralph  Light,  Pulaski  Heights  (WSG). 

■  Adult;  Mrs.  George  Kaufman,  Primrose; 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Hinson,  Hunter;  Mrs.  Grady 
W.  Reagan,  Pulaski  Heights. 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Baby ;  Anna 
Marie  Hardin,  Fordyce  (WSG).  Adult:  Mrs. 

C.  M.  Litrell,  Mrs.  Bill  Sadler,  Mrs.  S.  M. 
May,  McGehee. 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— Baby :  Susan 
Katherine  Walker,  Pine  Bluff.  Youth :  Mary 
Sue  Grandgeorge,  Elizabeth  Annette  Bor- 
mann,  Emily  Jane  Essex,  Stuttgart,  Grand 
Avenue;  Joyce  Blake,  Sheridan.  Adult: 
Mrs.  Bessie  Pigman,  Roe;  Mrs.  Ethel 
Cramos,  Mrs.  Carl  Trice,  Stuttgart,  Grand 
Avenue;  Mrs.  C.  Everette  Patton,  Gillett. 


861.39 

542.11 

403.50 


375.00 


436.78 


NOTICE,  NORTH 
ARKANSAS  DELEGATES 

Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service 

Send  Registration  to: 

MRS.  G.  E.  CURTIS 
210  N.  FOURTH 
PARAGOULD,  ARKANSAS 


North  Arkansas  Conference  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  PARAGOULD 
MARCH  17-18,  1956 

PROGRAM 

THEME:  “TO  DO  MY  MASTER’S  WILL” 

Mrs.  Julian  H.  Vogel,  presiding 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  17,  1956 

10:00  A.M. — Standing  Committee  Meeting 

12 :00  Noon — Luncheon  for  Standing  Committee  members — Church  Dining  Room 
1:00  P.M. —Registration 

1:45  P.M. — Prelude . Miss  Wirta  Potter,  organist 

2:00  P.M. — Devotional — “To  Do  My  Master’s  Will” . Miss  Lila  Church 

Theme  Hymn:  “A  Charge  To  Keep  I  Have” — Hymnal  No.  287 

Conference  Secretary's  Message . Mrs.  Julian  H.  Vogel 

Greetings  .  Mrs.  Perry  Biggs 

Presentations  . Mrs.  Serene  Fowler 

Roll  Call  by  Districts  . . . Mrs.  Allan  Mount 

Officers’  Reports : 

“To  Do  My  Master’s  Will,  District  by  District” . District  Secretaries 

“To  Do  My  Master's  Will  through  Spiritual  Life  Cultivation” . 

. Miss  Lila  Church 

“To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  through  C.S.R.  and  L.C.A . Miss  Mildred  Scott 

“To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  through  Missionary  Education . 

. Miss  Helen  Stephens 

Guild  Hymn 

“To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  as  A  Deaconess” . Miss  Mary  Chaffin 

“To  Do  .My  Master’s  Will  through  Home  Missions . Mr.  WiUard  P.  Bass 

EVENING  SESSION 

“Whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  God,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  my  sister, 
and  mother"  (Mark  3:35) 

7:00  P.M. — Fellowship  Banquet  in  Woodrow  Wilson  School  Cafeteria 
Group  Singing  directed  by  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap 

Introduction  of  Special  Guests . Mrs.  Serene  Fowler 

Address  “To  Do  My  Master’s  Will,  Moment  by  Moment” . 

. Dr.  Margaret  T.  Applegarth 

Slides  and  Films  will  be  shown  following  the  banquet  hour. 

SUNDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

7 :30  A.M. — Breakfast  in  Woodrow  Wilson  School  Cafeteria 

Devotional — “Thinking  Heavenward”  . Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell 

“To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  through  Widening  Areas  of  Service” 

Study  . Miss  Mildred  Osment 

Fellowship  .  . . . Mrs.  Elrnus  Brown 

Giving  . Mrs.  William  HaU 

"To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  in  the  Rural  Areas” . Miss  Iris  BeU 

“To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  through  the  Jurisdiction” . ...Miss  Gertie  Stiles 

Questions  and  Answers:  “My  Master’s  Will  in  My  Guild  Back  Home” 

10:50  A.M.— Morning  Worship  . Rev.  S.  B.  Wilford 

12:15  P.M.— Luncheon  at  Woodrow  Wilson  School  Cafeteria 

SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

1 :15  P.M.— ^Prelude  . Miss  Wirta  Potter 

Special  Music  . Youth  Choir 

Address:  “To  Do  My  Master's  Will,  the  World  to  Serve” . 

_  . Dr-  Margaret  T.  Applegarth 

Guild  Hymn 
Unfinished  Business 

Pledge  and  Dedication  Service . :. . Mrs.  William  Hall 

Holy  Communion— Rev.  S.  B.  Wilford,  Rev.  Clyde  Crozier,  and  Rev  J  Albert 

Gatlin. 

■mmm 
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Mr.  Willard  P.  Bas 
is  the  Superintendent  o 
the  Navaho  Methodis 
Mission  School,  .Farm 
ington,  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  Bass  will  spea] 
on  Saturday  afternoor 
March  17,  at  the  Nortl 
Arkansas  Conferenc 
Guild  Week-End,  an< 
will  also  deliver  a  mes 
sage  on  Wednesday  af 
ternoon,  March  21,  a 
the  Annual  Meeting  c 
the  North  Arkansas  Wc 
man’s  Society  of  Chris 
tian  Service  which  wi 
be  held  that  week  in  th 
First  Methodist  Churcl 
Paragould. 
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IMPOTANT  OFFICER  IN 
CHURCH  SCHOOL 

The  assistant  superintendent  for 
membership  cultivation  is  an  im¬ 
portant  officer  in  the  church  school. 
His  importance  is  justified  by  his 
two  functions  —  (1)  to  increase 
membership  and  (2)  to  increase 
attendance. 

The  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Education  has  issued 
a  leaflet  promoting  the  work  of 
this  officer.  It  is  a  Pictorial  Guide 
to  a  Glorious  Adventure. 

According  to  this  piece  of  liter¬ 
ature,  increase  in  membership  will 
result  from  the  following  five 
stages:  (1)  discover  prospects,  (2) 
keep  a  record  of  prospects,  (3)  as¬ 
sign  prospects  to  workers,  (4)  in¬ 
vite  prospects  intelligently,  (5)  wel¬ 
come  new  members. 

Increase  in  attendance  is  assured 
by  following  up  every  absence  and 
by  attacking  the  causes  of  absence. 
These  cause  are  poor  teaching,  lack 
of  hospitality,  and  unattractive  sur¬ 
roundings. 

For  those  who  have  had  the  ex¬ 
perience,  there  is  no  greater  satis¬ 
faction  than  that  of  being  the  means 
of  bringing  people  into  the  church 
school.  The  attractive  church  school 
literature  we  have,  the  many  lead¬ 
ership  education  courses  available 
and  the  thousands  in  our  church 
schools  —  all  are  useless  unless 
there  are  persons  to  teach. 

Therefore,  the  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  for  membership  cultivation 
has  a  big  job  in  the  church  school. 
Those  assistant  superintendents 
wanting  to  know  more  about  their 
office  should  order  the  free  leaflet, 
Pictorial  Guide  to  a  Glorious  Ad¬ 
venture  (8315-B),  from  the  Service 
Department,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tenn.;  also,  The  Assistant  Super¬ 
intendent’s  Manual  (8213-BC)  from 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House  that 
serves- you. 


SO  LITTLE  TIME 

There  is  so  much  to  do  and  so 
little  time  in  which  to  do  it!  We 
need  to  be  in  dead  earnest  about 
our  main  business  of  winning  the 
world  for  Christ’s  Kingdom. 

A  man  engaged  in  conversation 
with  a  Communist  who  had  put  a 
leaflet  in  his  hand.  He  advised  the 
Communist,  “It  is  no  use;  you  will 
never  get  anywhere  doing  this.  At 
best  there  are  but  two  Hundred 
thousand  Communists  in  America, 
while  we  Christians  number  seven¬ 
ty-five  million.” 

The  Communist  replied,  “Remem¬ 
ber  Gideon’s  band?  They  had  only 
three  hundred.  Members  of  my 
party  are  willing  to  live  on  the 
barest  necessities  of  life.  Every 
dime  we  earn  above  and  beyond 
our  simple  needs  we  turn  back  to 
our  cause;  we  believe  in  it  with  all 
our  hearts.”  Then  he  went  on  to 
say,  “We  are  going  to  be  victorious 
and,  if  you  want  to  know,  I  will 
tell  you  why.  We  have  an  unshak¬ 
able  faith  in  our  cause.  We  are 
even  willing  to  die  for  it.  That  is 
more  than  you  are  willing  to  do!” 
Is  it?  How  far  will  you  go  to  serve 
your  cause?  —  Reuben  K.  Young- 
dahl  in  The  Secret  of  Greatness 
(Fleming  H.  Revel}  Co,), 


CHILDREN  OF  DAVID 
HAAS  MEMORIAL 
COMPLETE  STUDY 

The  children  of  the  Primary  and 
Junior  Departments  of  the  David 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  have  completed  their  ad¬ 
ditional  sessions  on  the  “Indian 
American.” 

Ten  sessions  were  taught  the  chil¬ 
dren.  The  Primary  text  was  “The 
Gray  Eyes  Family.”  The  Junior  text 
was  “Yakima  Boy.” 

Interest  in  the  course  was  high, 
and  the  attendance  was  splendid. 
Approximately  50  children  were 
present  for  each  session. 

The  children  enjoyed  songs,  stor¬ 
ies,  Bible,  games,  the  picture  “Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle”,  and  crafts. 

The  study  was 'concluded  with  a 
trip  to  the  museum  in  Marksville 
to  see  Indian  relics  and  to  enjoy  a 
wiener  roast. — Mrs.  J.  ”E.  Crankford, 
Reporter 


VACATION  CHURCH 
INSTITUTES  IN 
LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Haug,  district  director 
of  Children’s  Work  for  The  Lay- 
fayette  District,  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  institutes  for  the  district: 

March  13,  Lafayette  First  Church, 
10:00  a.  m.  to  2:00  p.  m. 

March  14,  Thibodaux  Methodist 
Church,  10.00  a.  m.  to  2:00  p.  m. 

The  theme  for  1956  Vacation 
Schools  is  “The  Bible.” 

The  courses  and  leaders  for  the 
two  institutes  in  the  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  are: 

Kindergarten:  “Stories  About 
Jesus”,  Mrs.  Robert  Collie.' 

Primary:  “Our  Bible”,  Mrs.  Grady 
Harris. 

Junior:  “Learning  To  Know  the 
Old  Testament”  Mrs.  R.  E.  Wal¬ 
ton.^ 

Intermediate:  “Exporing  the  Bible 
With  Intermediates”,  -  ^ 

Directors  will  meet  with  Mrs.  E. 
R.  Haug.  Textbooks  will  be  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Institutes. 

Those  attending  are  asked  to  bring 
sandwiches  for  the  noon  lunch. 
Drinks  will  be  provided  by  the  host 
church. 


ADULT  WORK  IN  THE 
SUB-DISTRICT 

How  should  a  new  sub-district 
director  of  adult  work  go  about 
starting  work  in  his  sub-district? 

Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Adults,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  gives  three  pointers  in  that 
direction. 

The  first  is  “Know  the  situation 
in  the  local  churches.” 

The  second  is  “Get  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  superintendents 
of  the  adult  divisions  and  of  the 
teachers  and  presidents  of  all  the 
adult  classes.”  , _ 

The  third  .is  “Call  a  meeting  of 
presidents  of  young  adult  groups 
in  your  district  and  talk  to  them 
about  a  sub-district  young  adult 
fellowship.” 

Having  thus  gotten  off  to  a  good 
start,  the  sub-district  will  observe 
the  minimum  requirements  for 


CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP  INCREASED 


37.3%  DURING 


"OUR  FAMILY 
COVENANT" 

Last  fall  the  Inter-Board  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Ohio  Conference  sent 
out  to  its  constituency  some  un¬ 
usually  fine  material  during  the 
conference’s  Christian  Mission  to 
the  Home. 

This  material  included  a  scroll, 
“Our  Family  Covenant.” 

Copies  of  the  scroll  are  no  longer 
available.  However,  the  Department 
of  the  Christian  Family  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education  is  releas¬ 
ing  the  contents  of  the  scroll  be¬ 
cause  of  its  significance  for  Chris¬ 
tian  families  everywhere.  “Our 
Family  Covenant”  reads  as  follows: 

Because  we  believe  the  family  is 
a  unit  of  great  strength  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  Christian  society, 

WE  COVENANT 

— To  devote  a  definite  time  each 
day  to  personal  devotions,  using 
the  Bible  and  a  devotional  guide 
such  as  The  Upper  Room. 

— To  establish  and  maintain  Fam¬ 
ily  Prayer  in  our  home. 

— T  o  practice  Christian  attitudes 
within  the  home. 

Desiring  to  work  with  other  fam¬ 
ilies  in  our  church  and  community 
in  building  a  more  Christian  world, 
we  reaffirm  our  faith  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  of  life  and  enlist  with 
others  to  attempt  the  following: 

— To  worship  regularly  together  in 
our  church. 

- — To  encourage  Christian  living 
with  the  community. 

— To  recognize  our  responsibility 
for  the  Christian  nurture  of  our 
children  in  the  home,  pledging  our 
cooperation  and  support  to  the 
church  school. 

— To  seek  to  understand  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  in  the  world 
today. 

— To  win  other  families  to  Christ 
and  His  Church. 

FOR  THOSE  NOT  MEMBERS  OF 
OUR  CHURCH 

— I  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Sav¬ 
iour  and  Lord,  and  desire  to  unite 
with  this  Church. 

—I  am  a  member  of  another  Church 


adult  work  in  any  sub -district. 
These  are: 

1.  An  annual  meeting  of  teachers, 
presidents  and  members  of  adult 
classes. 

2.  A  sub-district  young  adult  fel¬ 
lowship  that  meets  quarterly. 

3.  A  sub-district  Bible  conference 
conducted  annually. 

4.  Annual  meeting  of  the  super¬ 
intendents  of  adult  divisions  in  local 
churches. 

The  reasons  for  these  minimums 
for  promotion  of  adult  work  in  the 
sub-district  are  given  in  a  leaflet, 
The  Minimum  for  Any  Subdistrict. 
Both  district  and  sub-district  di¬ 
rectors  of  adult  work  in  the  church 
school  will  find  the  leaflet  most 
helpful. 

“Sub-district  work  gets  down  to 
the  grass-roots  and  for  that  reason 
is  extremely  important,”  Dr,  Rippy 
said. 


PAST  DECADE 

During  the  pasL-ten  years  Meth¬ 
odist  church  school  membership  has 
increased  37.3  percent,  while  the 
total  population  in  this  country  in¬ 
creased  21.5  per  cent,  according  to 
the  March  Newsletter  for  church 
school  superintendents  published  by 
the  Department  of  General  Church 
School  Work,  General  Board  of 
Education. 

“Our  increase  has  outstripped 
population  increase  by  more  than 
15  per  cent,”  said  the  Rev.  Walter 
Towner,  director  of  the  department. 
Mr.  Towner  cited  the  following  as 
contributing  to  the  unusual  per¬ 
centage  of  increase  in  church  school 
membership:  (1)  splendid  work  on 
the  part  of  pastors  and  other  lead¬ 
ers;  (2)  the  popularity  of  religion  in 
America  today;  (3)  the  good  work 
of  the  assistant  superintendents  for 
membership  cultivation;  (4)  the  fine 
materials  produced  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

A  comparison  of  the  percentages 
of  church  school  membership  in¬ 
crease  with  those  of  population  in¬ 
crease  in  the  six  jurisdictions  for 
the  ten  years  shows  the  following: 


Ch.  School 

Jurisdiction  Population  Membership 

Northeastern  . 20.3  21.3 

Southeastern  . 17  44.3 

Central  . 24.8  13.4 

North  Central  .  22.7  30.9 

South  Central  . 18.7  51.7 

Western  . 33.9  67.2 


While  this  is  a  fine  showing,  much 
remains  to  be  done,  Mr.  Towner 
stated.  Every  church  school  super¬ 
intendent  is  urged  to  have  an  as¬ 
sistant  superintendent  for  member¬ 
ship  -  cultivation  in  his  school  and 
to  provide  him  with  the  helps  he 
needs.  Chief  among  these  helps  are: 
Assistant  Superintendents’  Manual 
(8312-BC),  from  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  that  serves  you,  price 
15  cents;  and  Assistant  Superintend¬ 
ent’s  Kit  (8316-C),  from  Service 
Department,  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee,  price  $1.00. 


and  wish  to  transfer  my  member¬ 
ship  to  this  Church. 

Dr.  Sidney  A...  Mayor  is  executive 
secretary  of  the  Ohio  Conference 
Inter-Board  Council.  Dr.  Mayer*-  re¬ 
ports  that  120,000  copies  of  “Our 
Family  Convenant”  were  used. 


TRAVEL 

visit  EUROPE  this  Summer  (9 
countries)  with  Christian  young 
people  and  teachers. 

College  credit  offered. 

Via  Greyhound  to  port  of  em¬ 
barkation  —  Cross  Atlantic  via 
steamship. 

Tour  lasts  7  weeks,  cost  $1,075. 
Led  by  Minister-teacher. 

For  Information  Contact 

JAMES  LUCK 

Magndlia,  Arkansas 
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Report  On  Sales  of  Protestant 
Church-Owned  Publishers 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (RNS)— Gross  ■  — 


sales  of  church  literature  and  sup¬ 
plies  by  member  publishing  houses 
of  the  Protestant  Church  -  Owned 
Publishers’  Association  totaled  more 
than  $75,000,000  in  1955. 

The  report  was  made  by  Kenneth 
L.  Graham  of  Independence,  Mo., 
out-going  president  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  at  its  6th  annual  meeting  here. 

He  said  that  the  31  houses  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  organization  distri¬ 
buted  more  than  18,000,000  pieces 
of  Sunday  school  literature,  pub¬ 
lished  several  hundred  new  books 
and  created  and  distributed  millions 
of  copies  of  devotional  magazines, 
church  periodicals  and  other  relig¬ 
ious  publications.  r 

A  “desperately  serious  need  in  all 
of  Asia  for  intelligently  prepared 
and  edited  religious  material”  was 
cited  by  Dr.  Roy  Smith  of  La  Jolla, 
Calif.,  retired  executive  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House. 

Speaking  on  his  observations  dur¬ 
ing  an  extensive  tour  of  southeast 
Asia,  Dr.  Smith  said  that  Chris¬ 
tians  taught  the  Asians  to  read  and- 
now  the  “Communists  are  furnish¬ 
ing  them  with  the  reading  mater¬ 
ial:” 

He  said  it  was  not  enough  to  send 
missionaries,  foreign  aid  and  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  to  the  Orient.  In  the 
desperate  struggle  now  on  for  the 
Orient’s  mind,  Dr.  Smith  said,  the 
place  of  the  publisher  is  an  ex- 


Minister  Vows  Nol  To 
'Flee'  To  Suburbs 

Los  Angeles  (RNS) — It  is  time 
Protestant  churches  halted  their 
flight  “to  the  green  pastures  of 
Suburbia,”  rolled  up  their  sleeves 
and  fought  out  the  problem  of  the 
inner  city  church,  according  to  Dr. 
J.  Lester  Harnish. 

Dr.  Harnish,  pastor  of  the  down¬ 
town  Baptist  Temple,  announced  to 
his  congregation  that  the  church 
would  not  “flee  to  the  plush  and 
prosperous  outlying  areas,”  but 
keep  up  the  good  fight  from  Los 
Angeles’  Pershing  Square. 

“The  Catholics  are  not  running 
away,”  he  said.  “Their  basic  policy 
is  to  stay  as  long  as  there  are  peo¬ 
ple  to  go  to  Mass  or  children  to  go 
to  school.  I  think  we  should  stay, 
too.” 

His  church,  with  2,000  members, 
is  one  of  the  largest  metropolitan 
Baptist  churches  of  the  area  but  its 
membership  has  been  slowly  declir/- 
ing  in  recent  years. 

Oncfe  one  of  the  wealthiest  of 
Protestant  churches  in  this  area,  it 
owns  the  Philharmonic  Auditorium 
building  where  services  are  con¬ 
ducted.  It  is  the  only  sizeable  down¬ 
town  Los  Angeles  auditorium,  and 
the  stage  regularly  features  top 
musicals  and  drama. 

“Protestants  spent  $100,000,000 
last  year  for  foreign  missions,  but 
they  neglect  a  real  and  growing 
mission  field  at  home — the  heart  of 
the  cities,”  said  Dr.  Harnish. 

“Modern  roads  ancL.high  speed 
public  transportation  make  down¬ 
town  churches  as  accessible  as  com¬ 
munity  churches. 

“It  is  time  we  evangelical  Prot¬ 
estants  developed  a  high  sense  of 
mission,  a  true  compassionate  con¬ 
cern,  rolled  up  our  sleeves  and 
tackled  the  messy  problems  of  our 
big  cities. 

“Now  is  the  time  to  call  a  halt  in 
our  flight  to  the  green  pastures  of 
Suburbia.” 


tremely  critical  one. 

“The  Voice  of  America  and  the 
United  States  information  services 
are  doing  a  grand  job,”  he  said. 
“But  the  religious  publishers  have 
a  wide  open  field  in  this  situation.” 

“Fifty  years  from  now,”  he  warn¬ 
ed,  “they  will  be  judged  by  the 
way  they  have  occupied  the  posi¬ 
tion.” 


Name  Delegates  For 
Angelican  Methodist 
Discussion 

London  (RNS) — Delegates  to 
represent  the  Church  of  England 
and  the  Methodist  Conference  of 
Great  Britain  in  forthcoming 
talks  on  closer  relations  between 
the  two  bodies  were  named  here. 

The  Anglican  Church  Assem¬ 
bly  last  July  approved  proposals 
for  the  discussions  at  sessions 
here,  and  the  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  took  similar  action  at  a 
similar  action  at  a  meeting  in 
Manchester  the  same  month. 

The  delegates  were  announced 
by  Dr.  Geoffrey  Francis  Fisher, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Dr.  Leslie  Weatherhead,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence. 


German  Church  Leaders 
Order  Reparation  Services 
Against  Blasphemy 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  Evangelical 
Church  authorities  ordered  prepar¬ 
ation  services  held  in  churches  of 
the  East  German  city  of  Branden¬ 
burg  after  a  Communist  actor  had 
given  a  blasphemous  portrayal  of 
Christ  at  a  carnival  there. 

They  also  ordered  that  all  church 
bells  in  the  city  remain  silent  in 
protest  against  the  incident. 

The  Church  officials  said  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Communist  Youth  Dedi¬ 
cation  Committion  played  the  role 
of  “Christ”  at  the  carnival,  giving 
a  “blessing”  to  the  crowds  and 
preaching  a  mock  “sermon.” 

The  performance  was  termed  an 
“unbelieveable  insult  to  Christian¬ 
ity”  and  an  outrageous  blasphemy. 

Describing  the  incident,  a  local 
Communist  paper  reported  that 
“Jesus  had  come  down  from  heaven 
especially  for  the  carnival  to  teach 
the  sinners,  but  he  was  not  averse 
to  alcohol  himself.” 


Sees  Churchgoers  Giving 
Active  Christian  Service 

San  Francisco  (RNS) — American 
churchgoers  are  abandoning  passive 
wishing  for  “peace  of  mind”  in  favor 
of  active  Christian  service  to  others, 
according  to  Dr.  D.  Elton  Trueblood, 
Quaker  philosopher  and  writer  and 
former  chief  of  religious  policy  for 
the  U  .S.  Information  Agency. 

“They  ask  not  comfort  but/  clear 
guidance  on  vocation,  not  to  be 
spectators  but  participators,”  he  said 
in  the  keynote  address  to  2,000 
members  of  the  National  Council  of 
Presbyterian  Men  at  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  western  area  meeting  here. 

Dr.  Trueblood,  chairman  of  the 
department  of  philosophy  at  Earl- 
ham  (Ind.)  College,  Quaker  school, 
urged  that  the  term  “layman”  as 
applied  to  unordained  members  of 
the  church  be  abandoned  on  the 


Modifies  Restriction 
On  Excavations 

Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  The  Israeli 
government  modified  an  order  bar¬ 
ring  further  excavations  at  the  site 
of  a  recently  -  discovered  ancient 
Jewish  tomb  in  Jerusalem’s  New 
City.  , 

The  Orthodox  Rabbinate  of 
Jerusalem  had  demanded  that  the 
work  be  halted  on  the  grounds  that 
excavation  of  a  Jewish  burial  place 
is  a  profanation  of  the  dead. 

A  compromise  agreement  worked 
out  by  the  Ministry  of  Religious 
Affairs  permits  exploration  to  con¬ 
tinue  provided  any  bones  found  in 
the  tomb  are  left  intact. 

The  compromise  came  after  non- 
Orthodox  Jewish  groups  had  pro¬ 
tested  the  government’s  earlier  or¬ 
der.  Archeologists  warned  that  it 
set  a  precedent  which  might  stop 
the  exporation  of  other  tombs,  in¬ 
cluding  that  of  Beth  Shearim  near 
Haifa. 

The  tomb  here  belonged  to  the 
Hasmonean  family  of  which  the 
Maccabees  were  a  part.  It  dates  back 
to  the  first  century  B.  C.,  and  was 
found  close  to  the  family  burial 
vault  of  King  Herod,  ruler  of 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  Christ  was 
born. 

The  excavation  work  is  being 
supervised  by  Moshe  Dathan,  deputy 
director  of  antiquities  for  the  Israeli 
government.  He  is  at  present  study¬ 
ing  charcoal  drawing  of  galleys 
which  are  expected  to  confirm  the 
existence  of  a  Jewish  navy  used  by 
the  Maccabeans  along  the  Jalestine 
coast. 


Bishop  Clair's 
Statement  On 
Central  Jurisdiction 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  (RNS) — Bis¬ 
hop  Matthew  W.  Clair,  Bishop  of 
the  St.  Louis  Area  of  the  Central 
Jurisriction  made  the  following 
statement  at  a  meeting  here  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relations. 

Bishop  Clair  said  Methodists, 
either  white  or  Negro  groups,  do 
not  entirely  agree  on  whether 
the  Church’s  Central  Jurisdiction, 
made  up  of  the  17  Negro  Con¬ 
ferences,  should  be  abolished. 

He  said  the  Conferences  had 
grown  up  in  The  Methodist 
Church  as  “a  natural  protective 
technique  by  Negroes  and  not  as 
a  segregation  imposed  from  with¬ 
out.” 

The  elimination  of  Negro  Con¬ 
ferences  would  not  end  segre¬ 
gation  in  the  Church,  the  bishop 
observed,  adding  that  will  remain 
as  long  as  there  is  residential 
segregation. 

The  meeting  urged  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  to 
amend  church  law  to  make  it 
easier  for  a  local  church  to  move 
from  one  jurisdiction  to  another 
“as  long  as  the  present  jurisdic¬ 
tional  system”  remains.  Several 
speakers  supported  the  idea  that 
churches  be  grouped  geograph¬ 
ically  and  not  by  color. 


Member  Undertakes  To  Fill 
2,000-Seat  Church 


Dallas,  Tex  .(RNS) — Kenneth  W. 
Ritchel,  member  of  First  Methodist 
church  here,  has  taken  upon  him¬ 
self  the  responsibility  of  filling  the 
church’s  2,000-seat  auditorium  at  a 
Sunday  night  service. 

The  challenge  was  undertaken  on 
his  confident  belief  that  the  reason 
more  people  do  not  go  to  church  is 
“because  on  one  invites  them.” 

Mr.  Ritchel,  a  salesman,  is  in¬ 
viting  everyone  he  meets  in  his 
daily  work.  He  also  sent  out  more 
than  3,000  individual  invitations, 
invited  the  Oak  Cliff  Lions  Club — 
largest  in  North  America — to  attend 
in  a  body,  and  believes  he  will  get 
100  per  cent  attendance  from  the 
church’s  large  choir,  of  which  he  is 
a  member. 

In  addition,  he  sent  invitations  to 
President  and  Mrs.  Eisenhower, 
Gov.  and  Mrs.  Allan  Shivers,  TV 
comedian  Arthur  Godfrey  and  his 


grounds  that  it  is  “condescending.” 

“For  years  we  have  supposed  that 
the  entire  Christian  community  was 
included  in  two  classes,  the  clergy 
and  the  laity,”  he  said.  “Now  a 
group  is  emerging  who  are  as  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  old-fashioned  lay¬ 
men  as  they  are  from  the  clergy¬ 
men.  The  fact  that  they  are  not 
ordained  does  not  keep  them  from 
a  thorough  commitment  and  full 
participation  in  the  promotion  of 
the  Christian  cause.” 

Declaring  it  is  “absurd  to  call 
these  people  laymen,”  Dr.  Trueblood 
said  that  term  is  “purely  negative 
— it  tells  only  what  a  man  is  not 
and  does  not  tell  at  all  what  he  is. 
So  far  as  the  Christian  religion  is 
concerned,  it  no  longer  serves  a  use¬ 
ful  purpose.” 


whole  show,  Mayor  R.  L.  Thorton 
and  the  Dallas  City  Council,  and 
Rep.  Bruce  Alger  of  Texas.  He  also 
got  himself  signed  up  for  two  inter¬ 
views  on  local  television  stations 
during  which  he  invited  all  viewers. 

(Editor’s  Note)  Later  press  re¬ 
ports  state  that  the  church  was  fill¬ 
ed  to  overflowing.  Extra  chairs 
were  necessary  to  seat  the  crowd. 


Canadian  Church  Leaders 
Assail  Big  Enterprises 

Toronto,  Ont.  (RNS) — Television 
quiz  programs,  big  advertising,  big 
business  and  big  supports  were  as¬ 
sailed  by  two  officials  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Canada’s  board  of 
evangelism  and  social  service  at 
its  annual  meeting  here. 

Dr.  James  R.  Mutchmor,  the 
board’s  secretary,  warned  that  God’s 
place  in  life  was  threatened  by  the 
“Goodness  of  Luck”  in  the  form  of 
$64,000  and  $100,000  TV  quiz  pro¬ 
grams. 

“The  rags-to-riches  programs 
have  turned  scores  of  millions  in 
North  America  into  weak-minded, 
open  -  mouthed  and  empty  -  headed 
‘luck’  devotees,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  W.  G.  Berry,  the  board’s 
associate  secretary,  described  big 
advertising  as  “one  of  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  businesses  in  the  world.” 

“It  threatens  the  whole  fabric  of 
Christian  morals  and  Christian 
truth,”  he  warned.  “At  its  worst  it 
completely  disregards  both  truth  and 
virtue.  At  its  best  its  value  to  so¬ 
ciety  is  debatable.” 

Canadians  who  would  scorn  the 
ikons  of  an  earlier  Russian  Church, 
Dr.  Mutchmor  said,  now  cherish  the 
ikons  of  the  modern  merchandising 
marts. 

4 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 

Of  each  dollar  contributed  to  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund,  approxi¬ 
mately  fifteen  cents  is  returned  to 
the  annual  conference  to  improve 
their  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
programs  and  to  extend  their  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship.  This  is  called  the 
MYF  checkback.  Each  conference 
MYF  organization  has  its  own  way 
of  doing  this. 

In  the  Methodist  Youth  Fund 
Bulletin  for  the  winter  quarter,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Haigh,  youth  counse¬ 
lor  for  the  North  Iowa  Conference, 
writes  about  the  checkback  in  his 
conference  as  follows: 

“If  you  have  talked  to  a  Metho¬ 
dist  from  North  Iowa  your  ears 
probably  have  been  burdened  with 
such  words  as:  Traveling  Fellow¬ 
ship  and  District  Circuit  Riders. 
These  words  describe  for  us  our 
unique  way  of  extending  the  fel¬ 
lowship.  They  are  the  names  we 
have  given  to  the  annual  summer 
prbject  of  the  North  Iowa  MYF 
Council.  We  have  found  that 
through  the  MYFund  checkback 
the  conference  council  can  initiate 
projects  of  fellowship  and  spiritual 
concern  that  have  a  far-reaching 
effect.  Each  year  the  summer  pro¬ 
ject  is  the  major  effort  of  the  youth 
council.  The  youth  and  their  adult 
leaders  are  responsible  for  develop¬ 
ing  and  molding  it  to  fit  the  needs 
of  that  year.  In  most  instances  we 
have  included  some  local  church 
MYF  training,  some  conference¬ 
wide  local  church  visitation,  plus 
a  deep  spiritual  emphasis.  The  end 
result  has  been  many,  many  ex¬ 
periences  of  Christian  faith,  many 
opportunities  for  Christian  witness¬ 
ing,  and  a  fuller  consciousness  of 
purposes  and  possiblities  of  the 
MYF  program.  It  is  our  substitute 
for  a  Conference  Assembly,  taking 
about  the  same  amount  of  time, 
but  giving  a  brief  challenge  to  a 
far  larger  number  of  youth. 

“In  some  years  the  project  has 
been  partially  underwritten  and  in 
others  it  has  been  fully  subsidized 
by  our  MYFund  checkback.  One 
year  we  used  ten  days,  twenty-five 
leaders,  and  $600.00  in  a  two-by- 
two  visitation  of  every  one  of  our 
local  churches.  Last  year  we  in¬ 
volved  120  leaders  in  making  con- 


MYF  RECEIVES 
CERTIFICATE  OF 
APPRECIATION 

On  Sunday,  February  26,  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the 
Mountain  View  Church,  Batesville 
District,  received  its  certificate  of 
appreciation  from  the  United  States 
Committee  for  the  United  Nations 
Children’s  Fund. 

Last  Halloween  the  young  people, 
along  with  the  young  people  of 
many  churches,  instead  of  resorting 
to  the  old  trick  or  treat  cusfbm, 
asked  for  donations  for  the  United 
Nations  Children’s  Fund.  These 
collections  were  sent  in  to  the  U.N. 
Committee. 

The  certificate  for  the  Mountain 
View  young  people  was  presented 
by  Rev.  H.  W.  Jinske,  pastor  of  the 
church,  who  commended  them  on 
their  good  work.  The  certificate  was 
received  on  behalf  of  the  MYF  by 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Brewer,  president 
of  the  MYF. 
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tacts  with  3000  youth  in  their  own 
churches,  with  the  MYFund  supply¬ 
ing  a  large  part  of  the  finances.  One 
of  the  concomitant  values  of  this 
extensive  program  has  been  a  tre¬ 
mendous  upsurge  in  our  total 
MYFund  giving.  We  have  risen 
from  $11,488  in  1953  to  $17,772  in 
1955,  an  increase  in  three  years  of 
54%. ”  -  ^ 

Young  People 
Urged  To  Have 
Easter  Sunrise  Service 

The  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  is  urg¬ 
ing  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
in  every  local  church  to  participate 
in  an  Easter  Sunrise  Service. 

If  the  total  church  family  does 
not  have  such  an  observance  on 
Easter  morning,  the  MYF  will  want 
to  plan  one. 

A  suggested  service  appears  in 
the  March  issue  of  Roundtable, 
program  magazine  for  the  MYF, 
and  in  the  February  17  issue  of 
Concern,  organ  of  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of'  Methodist  Youth.  Re¬ 
prints  of  the  service  (2428-B)  are 
available  free  from  the  Service  De¬ 
partment,  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 

The  service  was  planned  by  rep-^ 
resentatives  of  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Department  of  Youth 
Publications  and  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Youth.  It  was 
written  by  Donald  Kuhn,  director 
of  Student  Work  and  Communica¬ 
tions  for  the  Board  of  Temperance. 

COVENANT  OF  THE 
METHODIST  YOUTH 
FELLOWSHIP 

The  Covenant  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  was  formulated 
in  1940,  shortly  after  unification. 

Even  though  many  people  are 
familiar  with  it,  the  Covenant  will 
bear  re-reading  many  times.  As 
youth,  and  adults  too,  accumulate 
Christian  experience,  from  time  to 
time  the  Covenant  will  have  a  deep¬ 
er  meaning  for  them. 

So  here  it  is  for  all  to  read: 

It  is  our  purpose  in  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship: 

To  live  clean  lives  following  the 
highest  that  we  know; 

To  give  our  loyalty  and  service 
through  The  Methodist  Church 
of  which  we  are  a  part,  working 
with  others  that  we  may  more 
perfectly  follow  the  Master  and 
more  worthily  bless  mankind; 

To  hold  the  ideals  of  unselfish  ser¬ 
vice  ever  before  us,  striving  con¬ 
tinually  for  human  betterment, 
placing  the  welfare  of  others 
above  our  own; 

And  in  simple  trust,  to  follow  Jesus 
as  our  Saviour  and  Lord. 


RECENT  GOVERNMENT 
PAPERS 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
3.209:346. 

3.209.346.  35  cents. 

Tentative  Standards  for  Training 
Schools.  No.  FS  3.209:351.  30  cents. 

The  Effectiveness  of  Delinquency 
Prevent  Programs.  No  .FS  3.209:350. 
25  cents.  — 


METHODIST  YOUTH 
STUDENTS  EXPLORE 
UN,  U.S.  OPERATIONS 

Approximately  150  Methodist 
Youth  and  Students  from  through¬ 
out  the  nation  have  been  in  New 
York  and  Washington,  D.C.,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  for  on-the-scenes  considera¬ 
tion  of  Christianity  and  U.N.  and 
U.S.  government. 

During  the  weeks  of  February 
5-10  and  19-24,  about  100  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  members  survey¬ 
ed  the  two  cities  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  May  L.  Titus,  of  the  Youth 
Department  in  Nashville  and  Her¬ 
man  Will  of  the  Board  of  World 
Peace.  These  UN  —  Washington 
seminars  are  sponsored  by  the 
Youth  Department,  the  Board  of 
World  Peace  and  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Youth. 

Erin  Turner  and  Bill  Gaiser,  stu¬ 
dents  at  Drew  University,  were  co- 
chairmen  in  charge  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Student  Movement’s  Christian 
Citizenship  Seminar  for  Students, 
February  12-18.  Dorothy  Nyland  of 
the  Joint  Section  of  Education  and 
Cultivation  was  advisor  to  these 
college  and  university  students. 

The  seminars  consisted  of  three 
days  in  /New  York  and  three  in 
Washington.  In  general,  New  York 
^emphases  included  Sunday  services 
at  Christ  Church,  Methodist,  brief¬ 
ings  and  tours  at  the  UN,  a  visit 
to  Methodist  headquarters  at  150 
Fifth  Avenue  with  talks  on  the 
church  and  the  world  situation,  and, 
for  the  youth,  a  morning  at  Union 
Seminary. 

In  Washington,  the  program  in¬ 
cluded  appointments  •  with  senators 
and  representatives,  briefings  at  the 
State  Department  with  tours  of 
,  Voice  of  America  offices,  reviews 
of  current  political,  economic  and 
social  issues,  a  session  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Building  at  100  Maryland 
Avenue,  visits  to  Embassies  and  a 
worship  service  at  the  Lincoln 
Memorial.  s 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

The  Central  Sub-District  met  on 
February  21  at  Damascus.  A  supper 
was  served  to  the  group  by  the 
hogt  church. 

Eugene  Shoemaker,  Barbara  Tar¬ 
ver,  Logan  Cothern,  Paul  Lamberth, 
Dale  McKinney,  Ann  Eubanks, 
Margaret  Whistle,  Betty  Cleveland, 
Mary  Dodgen  and  Page  A.  Thomas 
from  Hendrix  College,  gave  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  'the  MYFund.  Paul  Lam¬ 
berth,  conference  president,  spoke 
to  the  group  on  possible  projects 
for  the  Sub-District. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  Fair¬ 
banks.  The  council  will  meet  on  the 
same  evening.  —  Reporter. 


FAITH  HEALER’S 
ASSOCIATES  REFUSE  TO 
REVEAL  BACKGROUND 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
gave  a  young  polio  victim,  and  freed 
under  bona. 

The  associates  refused  to  say,  on 
the  -grounds  that  the  answers  might 
incriminate  them,  whether  they  are 
members  of  any  church,  or  reveal 
any  of  their  background  or  that 
of  Mr.  Coe. 

The  four  are  Jame  A.  Kelly  0f 
Dallas;  L.  W.  Scott  of  Waxahachie 
Tex.;  Herbert  Fuller  of  Camden,  N 
J.;  and  Deri  E.  Morgan  of  Spring- 
field,  Mo. 

All  participated  in  Mr.  Coe’s  five- 
week  healing  and  revival  meeting 
here. 

In  Tampa,  Mayor  Curtis  Hixon 
said  he  would  not  grant  Mr.  Coe  a 
permit  to  set  up  a*' tent  for  a  re¬ 
vival  on  city  property.  The  evan¬ 
gelist  had  advertised  that  his  “heal¬ 
ing  revival  campaign”  would  open 
at  an  address  which  is  on  city  pro¬ 
perty _ _ 

CALL  OR  SEE  FRED  KELLEY 

about  insurance  on-your  home,  car, 
or  furniture.  Agent  for  Old  Line 
Uo.’s.  NLR  REALTY, -312  E.  Broad¬ 
way,  No.  Little  Rock,  FR  2-1848. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 
Hawkins  Machinery  Company 
1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

- _ Phone  FR  5-8500 


CHOIR  ROBES 


Newest  colorfast  fabrics  available. 
Write  for  Catalog  R2I 

E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 

268  Norman  Ave.,  Brooklyn  22,  N.  Y. 
932  Dakin  St.,  Chicago  13,  III. 

1908  Beverly  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  57,  Calif. 


CHRISTIAN 

WORKERS 


WANTED 


to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Nible,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


Church  Furnltur*  •  Stole. 
Embroidorlo.  .  Voslmont. 
Hanging.  .  Communion 
S.tl  .  Altar  Brass  Qoods  I  I  t 


WR/rf  DEPT  Jl  FOR  CATALOG  if 
u  *  V 


823  -  ~STRffT/l»  HILADtlPHI  Kjjf 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 

Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Lilli*  Rock,  Arkansas 
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y/e  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to 
the  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
who  have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
gifts  to  the  Home  during  the  month  of 
December,  1955. 

Eudora  Methodist  Church,  W.  R.  Boyd, 
pastor— canned  goods 

Shorewood  Hills  Methodist  Church,  Rev. 
Howard  Cox,  pastor — canned  goods,  gro¬ 
ceries  and  fruits 

Keith  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Mal¬ 
vern  Rev.  Irl  Lancaster,  pastor  (Young 
people’s  Dept,  and  Senior  Group  of 
MYF) — canned  goods 

Oden  Methodist  Church,  Mt.  Ida  Charge, 
Rev.  PhilPierce,  pastor — canned  goods 
Henderson 'Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 

W  S.  C.  S— jelly 

Jim  Hood,  RC  Cola  Bottling  Co. — 4  cases  of 
R.  C.  Cola  <  / 

North  Little  Rock  Hunting  Club — venison 
The  Dovie  Sifford  S.  S.  Class,  Cherry  Val¬ 
ley — quilt 

Oak  Grove  W.  S.  C.  S.,  Wolf  Bayou— quilt, 
clothing,  candy  and  toys 
The  Arkansas  Rice  Growers  Cooperative 
Association,  Stuttgart — rice  by  William 
Bell 

Oppello  Methodist  Church,  Circle  No.  1 — 
doll  beds  and  mattresses 
Austin  Ct.-Austin,  Mt.  Tabor  and  Mt.  Zion 
Churches,  Rev.  L.  C.  Beasley,  pastor-s¬ 
canned  goods 

Alix  Ct.,  Rev.  Raymond  Hawkins,  pastor — 
pillows  and  canned  goods 
Moorefield  Methodist  Church — box  of  wash 
cloths 

MYF  of  Holly  Grove  Methodist  Church — 

3  boxes  of  gifts 

Harrisburg  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S. — clothing, 
toys  and  candy 

First  Methodist  Church,  Stuttgart,  First 
Year  Junior  S.  S.  Class — Christmas  cards 
St.  Andrew’s  Methodist  Church,  Arkadel- 
phia,  Rev.  Clint  Burleson,  pastor — box  of 
tooth  paste,  tooth  brushes,  etc. 

Arkadelphia  Ct.,  Rev.  Robert  Langley,  pas¬ 
tor-canned  goods 

Portland  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Moore,  Jr.,  Keener  Sub-District — can¬ 
ned  goods 

Markham  Methodist  L.  R.  MYF,  A.  C. 

Rogers,  pastor — clothing,  assorted  gifts 
Fuller  Brush  Co.— Rev.  Bros.  Circus  tickets 
Farmington  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S. — assort¬ 
ed  gifts 

Columbus  Methodist  Church — quilt 
Moorefield  Methodist  Church,  Women’s 
Class — towels,  wash  cloths,  etc. 

Chidester  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Gerald 
K.  Fincher,  pastor — canned  goods 
Arkansas  Rice  Growers  Cooperative  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Stuttgart,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Bell — rice 

Bruce  R.  Anderson,  Little  Rock  —  Rev. 
Bros.  Circus  tickets 

Stebbins  and  Roberts,  Little  Rock — assort¬ 
ed  gifts 

Foreman  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S.— quilt 
Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  L.  R. 

Sparks,  pastor— assorted  gifts 
Crawfordsville-Blackfish  Methodist  Chs., 
Rev.  Luther  Wilson,  pastor— toys  brought 
in  by  Max  Payne  from  Young  Adults 
Class 

Cherry  Valley  Methodist  Church  W.  S.  C.  S. 
—assorted  gifts 

First  Methodist  Church,  N.  L.  R.,  Women’s 
Bible  Class — jellies 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Lee,  Arkadelphia — clothing 
Arkansas  Paper  Company,  Little  Rock — 

games 

Mrs.  Hazel  Byrd,  Jerome,  Arkansas — can¬ 
dy 

Crawfordsville  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S.— as¬ 
sorted  gifts 

Keith  Memorial  Church,  Malvern— brought 
gifts  to  home  and  gave  children  a  social 
hour 

Crawfordsville  Wesleyan  Service  Guild — 
books,  toys,  etc. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Jones,  Glenwood  —  2  wool 
blankets 

28th  Street  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock — 
assorted  gifts 

Conner-Rule  Home  Demonstration  Club, 

,  Green  Forest — stuffed  dolls  and  animals 
Wallers  Chapel  Methodist  Church — toys  and 
games 

Rice  Belt  Sub-District  MYF — clothing  and 
canned  goods 

routh  Fellowship  of  Stuttgart,  Lodges 
Corner,  DeWitt  and  Almyra — clothing  and 
canned  goods 

carl  Copeland,  Little  Rock — gum 
Sheridan  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  W.  Bras- 
ka  Savage,  pastor — canned  fruits  and 
vegetables 

Charles  Baber,  Veterans  Administration, 
t  „  .R-  R- — candy 
conoke  Ct. — peanuts  and  vegetables 
n  v0n  street  Methodist  Church  of  Mag- 
nona,  towels,  toilet  articles,  etc. 

Mrs.  M.  Stockton,  Fouke— quilt 
p'i  ■ “•  Hale,  Little  Rock — dolls 
enwood  Methodist  Church,  Intermediate 
Class— assorted  gifts 

ivr-?’  Gollie,  Little  Rock — electric  train 
1  ■  „red  Turner  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Carroll, 
Sa™°rtil  kittle  Rock — quilt 
m  and  Allen  Curry,  Stephens— clothing 


and  toys 

Almyra  Intermediate  MYF  —  gloves  and 
socks 

Pottsville  Methodist  Church,  Junior  Divi¬ 
sion — baby  clothes,  candy,  nuts  and 
fruits 

Junior  Department,  First  Methodist  Ch., 
El  Dorado — gifts 

Highland  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
Fidelis  Class— assorted  gifts 
Arkansas  Sign  and  Neon  Co.,  Little  Rock, 
Ark. — 2  baskets  of  oranges  and  tanger¬ 
ines 

Lewisville  Methodist  MYF,  Rev.  H.  Barry 
Bailey,  pastor — canned  goods 
Schallhorne  Hardware  Co.,  DeWitt — box  of 
toys  ' 

Lee  Vaughan  Buick  Co.,  Little  Rock — Rev. 
Bros.  Circus  tickets 

Wrecker  &  Ambulance  Service,  Little  Rock 
—Rev.  Bros.  Circus  tickets 
First  Methodist  Church,  Camden,  The  Rose 
Couples  Class — assorted  gifts 
Pulaski  Heights  Methodist  Church  MYF — 
assorted  gifts 

Tom  Love,  Jonesboro— comic  books 
Florence  St.  John,  Ft.  Smith— clothing 
M.  J.  Pruniski,  North  Little  Rock — oranges 
and  candy 

Mrs.  O.  T.  Pitts — anklets  and  handkerchiefs 
Vantrease  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado — 
assorted  ^ifts 

Junior  Dept.  Russellville  Methodist  Church 
— assorted  gifts 

Primary  Dept.,  Pullman  Heights,  Hot 
Springs — socks  and  assorted  gifts 
Jefferson  County  Teachers  Association,  as¬ 
sorted  gifts 

Third  Year  Junior  Class,  Jackson  Street 
Methodist  Church,  Magnolia,  Ark. — as¬ 
sorted  gifts 

Tommie  Cook,  Jonesboro — socks 
First  Methodist  Church,  Pine  Bluff,  Rev. 
Wm.  O.  Byrd,  pastor — 2  boxes  of  cloth¬ 
ing 

Traskwood  Church,  Rev.  Norman  Totten, 
pastor — assorted  gifts 

Primary  and  Junior  Departments,  Wash¬ 
ington  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  North 
Little  Rock — socks 

First  Methodist  Church,  Helena,  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  MYF — assorted  gifts 
Cross  Roads  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  S.  T. 

Hollowell,  pastor — turkey,  etc. 

From  St.  Luke’s  and  Dumas  Memorial — 
canned  goods 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Wilson,  Little  Rock — 
canned  goods  and  groceries 
Mrs.  Bruce  Gwins,  Sheridan,  Ark. — canned 
goods 

W.  S.  C.  S.of  Jamestown  Methodist  Ch. — 
assorted  sifts  — 

Hunter  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock — 2  boxes  canned  goods 
Fairview  Methodist  Church,  Camden— can¬ 
ned  goods 

Dr.  John  S.  Warren,  Sponsor,  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege — books  for  children 
Mrs.  Fred  D.  Ward,  Little  Rock— Encyclo¬ 
pedia 

Jewish  Children,  McGehee — canned  fruits 
and  vegetables 

Russellville  Methodist  Church  —  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables 

Viney  Grove  Methodist  Church — a  beauti¬ 
ful  quilt  and  canned  goods 
Salado  Methodist  Church — assorted  gifts 
Central  Methodist  Church,  Rogers,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  quilt 

Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Rev.  B.  W.  Stallcup, 
pastor — canned  fruits  and  vegetables, 
etc. 


CASH  DONATIONS 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Barker,  Sr., 

Atkins  . $20.00 

Vacation  Bible  School,  Salem  Meth. 

Church,  Little  Rock,  District .  3.40 

E.  J.  Risley,  Trustee  of  ‘‘The  Riggs 

Family  Charitable  Trust”  .  250.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Class,  Texarkana 

First  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Lodges  Cornier  Methodist  Ch .  10.00 

Yancey  S.  S.  Class,  Marianna 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

North  Arkansas  Conference  .  418.37 

Torch  Bearers  Class,  Dardanelle 

IVlethodist  Church  .  5.00 

Advance  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  30.00 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Camden  .  20.00 

Frost  Bible  Class,  First  Methodist 

Church,  Texarkana  .  10.00 

Lexa-Telfore  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Service  Class,  El  Dorado  First 

Methodist  Church  . —  10.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  Class,  First  Meth. 

Church,  Rector  .  10.00 

Jett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Second  Mile  S.  S.  Class,  Jones¬ 
boro  First  Methodist  Church  .  30.00 

Progressive  S.  S.  Class,  El 
Dorado  First  Methodist  Church.  ..  10.00 
The  Esther  Class,  Siloam  Springs 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  J.  Foster, 


El  Dorado  First  Methodist  Ch .  10.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door,  Sheridan 

Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Avoca  Methodist  Church  .  16.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Dorman, 

Prairie  Grove  Meth.  Church  .  30.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

Vantrease  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Irene  Hunt  S.  S.  Class,  St.  Paul 

Methodist  Ch.,  Ft.  Sgjith  .  10.00 

The  Fellowship  Class,  Henderson 

Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock. .  10.00 

Builders  Class,  First  Methodist 

Church,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock  .  30.00 

North  Little  Rock  First  Meth. 

Church,  W.  S.  C.  S .  25.00 

Faithful  Workers  Class,  Forrest 

City  Methodist  Church  .  25.00 

Dr.  Marion  S.  Craig,  Jr.,  Pulaski 

Heights  Methodist  Church  .  100.00 

Brewster  Bible  Class,  Wynne 

Methodist  Church  . 10.00 

Harmony  Class,  Little  Rock  First 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Little  Rock  Conference  .  587.90 

Parks  Methodist  Church  .  3.25 

Anonymous  .  10.00 


The  Friendly  S.  S.  Class,  Heber 

Springs  Methodist  Church  .  30.00 

O.  D.  Hadfield  .  5.00 

H.  W.  Trigg  .  5.00 

M.  Y.  F.,  Gravette  Methodist  Ch .  2.00 

Young  Couples  Class,  Camden 

First  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Open  Door  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Couples  Class,  El  Dorado  First 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Couples  Class,  El  Dorado  First 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Cabot  W.  S.  C.  S .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  J.  Tenanbaum, 

Dumas  .  5.00 

Marion  Methodist  Church  .  12.29 

Methodist  Men,  Dumas  Methodist 

Church  .  30.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  V.  Ross,  Cabot 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Lodges  Corner  Methodist  Ch .  25.00 

Men’s  Bible  Class,  Nashville 

Methodist  Church  .  60.00 

CONNOR  MOREHEAD,  Supt. 

(Continued  next  week) 


electricity  washes 
three  bundles  of  laundry 

That's  the  average  cost  in  electricity  to  run  an  automatic 
electric  washer  for  one  and  one-half  hours.  Yes,  elec¬ 
tricity  works  in  hundreds  of  ways  for  mere  pennies.  It 
washes,  irons,  cleans,  cooks,  heats,  cools,  lights. 

Its  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  family  budget.  And  the 

men  and  women  of  your  electric  company  work  constantly 
to  keep  it  that  way. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

B?hl«0,l  ,°n  “International  Sunday  School  Lessens;  the  International 

rhrutuj  cU  fV  Chr!8t'an  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A 


“THi:  MEANING  OF"  THE  LORD’S  SUPPER” 

LESSON  FOR  MARCH  18,  1956 
READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE- 
Luke  22:1-23 
MEMORY  SELECTION .' 

“As  often  as  you  eat  this  bread  and  drink  of  the 
cup,  you  proclaim  the  Lord’s  death  until  he  comes  ” 

—I  Corinthians  11:26 


This  is  the  third  lesson  in  five- 
sessions  UNIT  VIII:  “THE  LORD  OF 
LIFE”.  The  theme  of  the  first  lesson 
of  the  unit  was  “Christ  Confronts 
the  Modern  World”.  The  lesson 
material  had  to  do  with  the  tri¬ 
umphal  entry  of  Christ  in  Jerusalem. 
This  took  place  on  Sunday.  We  have 
come  to  call  it  Palm  Sunday  be¬ 
cause  the  crowds  who  were  present 
that  day  spread  palm  branches  along 
the  way.  The  spreading  'of  these 
branches  was  emblematic  of  victory. 

On  this  particular  occasion  Christ 
offered  himself  to  his  nation.  At 
first  the  masses  seemed  to  have  ac¬ 
cepted  him  as  the  long-looked-for 
Messiah,  but  before  the  week  was 
over  they  rejected  him  and  clamored 
for  his  crucifixion.  Christ  is  offer¬ 
ing  himself  to  the  modern  world  to¬ 
day  just  as  definitely  as  he  did  to 
the  people  of  Jerusalem  in  the  long 
ago.  It  yet  remains  to  be  seen  just 
how  well  he  will  be  accepted  in  our 
day.  The  living  Spirit  of  Christ  is 
still  with  us,  and  to  accept  him 
means  to  accept  his  way  of  life. 

The  theme  of  the  second  lesson 
was  “Jesus  Interprets  History”.  The 
lesson  material  had  to  do  with  the 
consummation  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  on  earth  and  the  signs  of  the 
return  of  the  Lord.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  Lord  him¬ 
self  declared  that  no  one  except  the 
Father  knew  when  he  would  return, 
but  there  was  one  thing  he  made 
clear  and  that  was  the  fact  that  he 
would  return.  He  gave  his  word  in 
this  matter  and  then  went  on  to 
declare,  “Heaven  and  earth  will  pass 
away,  but  my  words  will  not  pass 
away.” 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today — “The  Meaning  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper”.  The  administering  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  is  one  of  the  most 
important  services  in  the  church. 
The  writer  has  never  been  more 
conscious  of  the  living  presence  of 
the  Lord  in  any  service  of  the 
church  than  he  has  when  he  was 
administering  this  Sacrament. 

The  taking  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
furnishes  one  of  our  greatest  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  worship.  Worship  can 
never  be  hurried.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  make  the  Sacrament  a  part  of 
some  former  service  that  has  been 
so  lengthy  that  sufficient  time  has 
not  been  left  for  its  proper  observe 
ance. 

A  Look  Ai  the  Scriptures 

The  Lord  realized  that  he  was 
facing  imminent  death.  He  knew 
that  his  enemies  would  not  put  him 
to  death  during  the  Passover  Feast. 
They  would  either  kill  him  before 
the  Feast  began  or  they  would  wait 
until  it  was  over.  He  felt  that  they 
would  do  this  before  the  Feast  be¬ 
gan  and,  therefore,  he  and  his  dis¬ 
ciples  held  the  Passover  Feast  a  day 
early.  The  proper  time  for  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Feast  was  6:00  P.M. 
Friday,  but  Christ  had  already  been 


crucified,  taken  down  from  the  cross 
and  placed  in  Joseph’s  new  tomb  by 
that  time.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  soldiers  were  ordered  to 
break  the  limbs  of  Christ  and  the 
two  thieves  to  hasten  their  deaths 
so  that  they  would  not  be  hanging 
on  crosses  at  the  time  of  the  Pass- 
over.  They  did  this  to  the  thieves 
but  when  they  came  to  the  Lord 
they  found  he  was  dead  already. 

The  Paschal  lambs  for  the  Feast  of 
the  Passover  were  killed  in  the  pre¬ 
cincts  of  the  Temple  by  the  priests. 
Their  blood  was  caught  in  basins 
and  then  sprinkled  in  and  around 
the  altar  of  sacrifice.  Then  the  ani¬ 
mals  were  carried  to  the  various 
homes  of  the  people  and  roasted  for 
the  Passover  Feast.  They  were  kill¬ 
ed  promptly  at  3:00  p.  m.  on  Friday. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  that  was 
the  very  moment  at  which  Christ 
expired  on  the  cross.  He  is  the  Lamb 
of  God;  the  Paschal  Lamb  of  the 
whole  human  race. 

We  recall  that  the  Passover  Feast 
was  kept  annually  by  the  Jews  in 
commemoration  of  the  sparing  of  the 
first-born  among  their  people  (when 
-the  death  angel  passed  through  the 
land)  and  their  deliverance  from 
Egyptian  bondage.  The  Passover 
Feast,  therefore,  was  kept  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  physical  salva¬ 
tion  of  a  nation.  The  Communion 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  kept  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  spiritual  salva¬ 
tion  of  the  world.  It  was  fitting  and 
proper  that  the  Communion  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  should  be  established 
in  connection  with  the  celebration 
of  the  Passover  Feast. 

Christianity  came  up  out  of  Juda¬ 
ism  like  a  flower  comes  out  of  the 
soil,  and  in  like  manner  the  Com¬ 
munion  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  came 
out  of  the  Passover  Feast.  Judaism 
and  Christianity  are  alike  in  the  fact 
that  both  of  them  have  two  sacra¬ 
ments.  In  Judaism  they  were  Cir¬ 
cumcision  and  the  Passover  Feast, 
while  in  Christianity  they  are  Bap¬ 
tism  and  the  Communion  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

Lord's  Supper  A  Memorial  Feast 

One  of  the  chief  meanings  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  is  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  memorial  feast.  In  I  Corinthians 
11:23-26  we  find  the  Apostle  Paul 
making  this  statement:  “For  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Lord  what  I  deliv¬ 
ered  to  you,  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
on  the  night  when  he  was  betrayed 
took  bread,  and  when  he  had  given 
thanks,  he  broke  it,  and  said,  ‘This  is 
my  body  wich  is  for  you.  Do  this  in 
rememberance  of  me.’  In  the  same 
way  also  the  cup  after  supper,  say¬ 
ing,  ‘This  cup  is  the  new  Testament 
in  my  blood.  Do  this,  as  often  as 
you  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me.’ 
For  as  often  as  you  eat  this  bread 
and  drink  this  cup,  you  proclaim  the 
Lord’s  death  until  he  comes.” 

Most  people  want  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  when  they  are  gone.  That  is 
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a  trait  of  human  nature.  The  fact 
that  people  do  have  such  a  desire 
is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  we 
have  the  custom  of  erecting  tomb¬ 
stones  and  monuments.  One  hates 
to  think  that  within  150  years  after 
he  has  gone  the  very  fact  that  he 
ever  lived  will  be  forgotten.  Yet  we 
realize  that  that  will  be  the  fate  of 
at  least  95%  of  the  people  who  live. 

In  the  case  of  other  people  there 
is  a  bit  of  selfishness  in  wanting  to 
be  remembered.  Their  chief  thought 
in  the  matter  is  about  themselves 
rather  than  others.  With  Christ  that 
is  not  the  case.  He  wanted  others  to 
remember  him  for  their  good  rather 
than  his  own.  The  greatest  tragedy 
that  could  possibly  come  to  the 
human  race  would  be  to  .forget  the 
fact  that  Christ  ever  lived,  and  let 
his  influence  slowly  die  in  the 
world. 

Christ  wants  people  to  remember 
who  he  was  and  is— -the  Son  of 
God;  the  revealer  of  God;  the  re- 
vealer  of  man  at  his  highest  and 
best;  the  Saviour  of  the  world;  and 
the  builder  of  an  eternal  home  for 
all  who  love,  obey,  and  trust  him. 

The  Lord  wants  people  to  remem¬ 
ber  his  unselfish  life  pf  love  and 
service  for  all  mankind,  even  includ¬ 
ing  his  enemies;  he  wants  them  to 
remember  his  teachings;  and  to  fol¬ 
low  his  example.  He  said  of  him¬ 
self,  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life.”  He  is  man’s  way  to  God 
and  God’s  way  to  man.  He  is  the 
truth  about  God;  the  truth  about 
man;  and  the  truth  about  life  at  its 
highest  and  best.  He  is  the  life/not 
mere  existence,  but  life  that  is  full 
and  abundant.  According  to  his  own 
statement  one  of  the  chief  reasons 
for  his  coming  to  this  earth  was  that 
men  might  have  the  abundant  life;  a 
full  well-rounded  life  of  happiness, 
peace  and  unselfish  service  that  be¬ 
gins  in  time  and  continues  through¬ 
out  eternity. 

Most  of  all,  in  the  Communion  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  Jesus  wanted 
people  to  remember  his  death.  He 
said  of  himself,  “Greater  love  has  no 
man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down 
his  life  for  his  friends!  He  died  our 
death  for  us  that  we  might  live  his 
life  for  him.  One  of  the  hardest 
things  on  earth  for  a  man,  who  is 
out  of  harmonious  contact  with  God, 
to  believe  is  that  God  loves  him. 
Some  years  ago  a  sick  man  was  be¬ 
ing  carried  on  a  stretcher  into  one 
of  our  hospitals  and  he  said  to  those 
who  were  carrying  him,  “Prove  to 
me  that  God  loves  me,  and  pretty 
soon  I  will  leave  this  hospital  a 
well  man.”  He  had  so  worried  about 
the  fact  that  God  did  not  love  him 
that  his  mental  condition  had  made 
him  physically  ill. 

The  greatest  proof  on  earth  that 
God  loves  all  people,  including  those 
who  are  in  open  rebellion  against 
him  as  well  as  those  who  love  and 
obey  him,  is  Christ  dying  on  the 
cross.  No  one  can  possibly  be  saved 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  God  loves  him. 


Some  people  in  their  great  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  importance  of  the  love 
of  God  for  the  lost  as  revealed  in 
Christ  on  the  cross,  contend  that 
that  was  the  only  reason  why  it  was 
necessary  for  Christ  to  die;  that  had 
there  been  some  other  way  of  fully 
revealing  that  love  it  would  not 
have  been  necessary  for  Christ  to 
die  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  The. 
writer  cannot  go  along  with  that 
idea.  He  believes  that  there  were 
other  reasons,  which  he  cannot  fully 
express  here,  that  made  it  necessary 
for  Christ  to  die,  but  still  the,  fact 
remains  that  no  sinner  would  accept 
salvation  without  the  full  revelation 


of  this  love  and  that  the  erpat 
revelation  of  it  is  seen  in  Ch.-i,*  1 
the  cross.  s  °n 


So,  Jesus  wants  people  to  rem 
ber  his  death  on  the  cross  f0r 


thi 


redemption,  and  he  instituted 
Communion  of  the  Lord’s  Si 
to  help  them  do  that  very  thiiJPP' 
you  approach  the  table  of  the  £  ' 
therefore,  do  so  with  penitent  hi" 
remembering  what  the  Lord  ^ 
and  is;  his  life  and  his  teachings -h 
great  love  for  you;  and  most  of  d 
his  death  on  the  cross  for  yoUr 
demption.  That  is  what  the  rp' 
means  when  he  insists 


write; 

Lord’s  Supper  is  a  memorial  feast 
Communion  of  the  '  S 


The 


Lord1 


Supper  is  the  Gospel  dramatized 
The  preached  word  is  the  Gospel 
it  appeals  to  the  hearing  of  peopie 
the  Communion  is  the  Gospel  as  ii 
appeals  to  sight.  The  psychology 
tell  us  that  far  more  is  iearn( 
through  the  sense  of  sight  thai 
through  the  four  other  senses  com. 
bined. 

The  Lord's  Supper  A  Communion 
This  Sacrament  is  first  a  com. 
munion  between  the  communicant 
and  God,  and  second,  between  hi: 
and  all  other  Christians.  That  is  wh 
the  writer  believes  in  what  is  calle! 
“open  Communion”.  If  the  table  wi 
spread  is  the  Lord’s  and  if  the  ele¬ 
ments  used  (the  broken  bread  am 
the  grape  juice)  represent  the  brok¬ 
en  body  and  the  shed  blood 
Christ,  then  all  Christians  have 
right  to  participate  in  it  wherever 
may  be  administered,  and  no  in- 
dividual  or  group  of  individuals  hi 
a  right  to  debar  a  Christian  fron 
participating  in  a  Communion  serv¬ 
ice  at  his  Lord’s  table.  If  somi 
particular  branch  of  the  Church  i 
willing  to  admit  that  they  ari 
spreading  the  table  of  that  particuli 
group  rather  than  the  Lord’s  table, 
then  they  have  every  conceivabli 
right  to  debar  people,  even  thougl 
they  may  be  consecrated  Christians 
from  participating  with  them,  but 
it  is  the  Lord’s  table  and  the  ele¬ 
ments  represent  his  broken  body  am 
shed  blood,  then  they  have  no  righ 
whatever  to  debar  other  Christia; 
from  participating  in  the  service. 

May  we  not  further  this  mattei 
of  communion  which  is  representec 
by  the  Lord’s  Supper.  A  person  com¬ 
munes  with  God  when  he  is  ii 
harmonious  fellowship  with  him. 
That  is  why  every  communicant 
should  approach  the  Lord’s  table  i) 
a  penitent  mood.  He  should  repenl 
of  all  of  his  sins,  whether  of  omis¬ 
sion  or  commission.  He  should  bi 
able,  in  the  words  of  the  old  song  ti 
say,  “There  is  nothing  between  m; 
soul  and  the  Saviour.”  He  then  t 
comes  conscious  of  the  presence  oi 
God  in  -his  heart;  he  is  thus  com- 
muning  with  him.  By  the  sam1 
token,  when  one  communes 
other  Christians  h^  should  be 
harmonious  fellowship  with  the: 

A  Spiritual  Presence 

There  are  two  extremes  with  re 
gards  to  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
the  Communion  elements.  Our 
man  Catholic  friends  say  that  t  1 
bread  and  wine  do  not  merely  sy®, 
bolize  or  represent  the  body  aI| 
blood  of  Christ,  but  they  actuLj 
turn  into  his  flesh  and  blood, 
other  extreme  is  to  say  that  the  e 
ments  used  in  the  Lord’s  Suppe|  , . 
nothing  but  symbols.  The  mi 
ground,  which  the  writer  believeS 
be  true,,  is  to  admit  that  the  eleme  ^ 
are  symbols  but  at  the  same  time 
believe  that  when  they  are  Pr°P  t 
received  they  bring  into  the  heai^ 
the  communicant  a  greater 
sciousness  of  the  spiritual  P1CS 
of  the  Lord. 
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Methodist  Inu  ,n 
The  Rev.  Bob  Lundy,  missionary 
to  Malaya,  was  the  principal  speaker 
at  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Student 
Movement  Conference  held  Mar.  ti¬ 
ll,  at  the  new  Methodist  Student 
Center  at  Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston. 

The  200  Methodist  students  from 
12  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
state  heard  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lundy  tell 
about  the  progress  and  needs  in  the 
mission  field.  He  was  also  available 
for  individual  counseling  through¬ 
out  the  meeting  for  students  inter¬ 
ested  in  full  time  Christian  service. 

Larry  Pleimann,  senior  at  LSU 
from  Lake  Charles,  outgoing  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  group,  presided  at  the 
business  session  Saturday  afternoon 
when  officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  elected. 

Those  named  were:  president, 
Joseph  Parker,  Crowville,  student  at 
LSU;  vice  president,  John  Denison, 
Iowa,  Southwestern  student;  secre¬ 
tary,  Joan  Flurry,  Lafayette,  student 
at  Southeastern;  treasurer,  Martha 
Gillen,  Shreveport,  student  at  Louis¬ 
iana  Tech;  publicity  director,  Jack 
Baringer,  New  Orleans,  Tulane  stu¬ 
dent;  and  delegate  at  large,  Willie 
Jefferson,  Shreveport,  student  at 
Southern.  Miss  Lillian  Hay,  Wesley 
Foundation  Director  at  Southeast¬ 
ern,  Hammond,  will  continue  to 
serve  as  state  MSM'director. 

The  students  voted  to  hold  next 
year’s  conference  at  Lafayette  where 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  South¬ 
western  Louisiana  Institute  will  be 
host. 

A  total  of  $1,650  was  pledged  by 
the  various  Wesley  Foundations  to 
the  MSM  for  the  coming  year;  and 
the  group  voted  to  continue  holding 
an  annual  seminar  similar  to  the 
one  held  on  -alcohol  last  October. 
Evangelism  was  suggested  as  the 
topic  for  the  1956  seminar,  and  a 
committee  will  announce  detailed 
Plans  for  the  meeting  at  a  later  date. 

Registration  for  the  Conference 
began  Friday  afternoon  and  the  first 
session  of  the  meeting  was  held 
Friday  night.  Sessions  continued 
throughout  Saturday,  and  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  installation  of  new 
officers  concluded  the-  conference 
Sunday  morning. 

MSM  officers  for  1955-56,  in  addi- 
tl0n  to  Larry  Pleimann,  all  of  whom 
Presided  at  a  session  of  the  confer- 
ence,  include:  Sarah  Butchee,  treas¬ 
urer;  Gloria  Flurry,  secretary;  Mary 
Law,  vice  president;  and  Don  Mor- 
gan>  publicity  chairman. 

Dr.  Dick  Belcher,  secretary  of  the 
•her  Board  Committee  on  Voca- 
,‘ons,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  told  the  stu- 
eirts  that  the  Methodist  Church 
oeeds  5,000  professionally  trained 
People  each  year  if  the  present  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church  is  to  be  con- 
LLued.  Some  1,500  of  those  needed 
ja  for  the  ministry  he  said;  and 
5n  er  needs  are  for  400  missionaries,' 
Christian  Education  workers; 
n  2,000  in  the  medical  and  social 


New  officers  elected v  include:  Left  to  right,  front  row,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Whitaker,  Sulphur;  Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell,  Shreveport;  Mrs.  Rohley  Davis, 
Gilliam;  Mrs.  M.  R.  Tatum,  Shreveport.  Back  row,  Mrs.  Vfideman  Watson, 
Homer;  Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Lake 
Charles. 


Louisiana  Conference  Women  Have  Annual  Meetings 

THREE  NEW  OFFICERS  CHOSEN 
FOR  WOMAN'S  SOCIETY 

By  Frances  S.  Wayland 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
held  a  one-day  meeting  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Mar. 
2  following  the  Jurisdictional  So¬ 
ciety  meeting.  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  pres¬ 
ident,  presided  over  the  meeting,  and 
guest  speakers  included  Mrs.  Dana 
Dawson,  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Soulen,  Hutchinson,  Kansas, 
vice-president  of  the  Jurisdiction 
Society. 

Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell,  secretary  of 
promotion,  announced  that  three  of 
the  districts  are  100%  organized: 
Lake  Charles,  Ruston,  and  Shreve¬ 
port.  There  are  328  societies  and  91 
guilds  in  the  conference  now  with  a 
membership  of  15,830. 

Officers  elected  to  serve  two  year 
terms  are:  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy, 
Monroe,  vice-president;  Mrs.  J.  c! 
Whitaker,  Sulphur,  recording  secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  M.  R.  Tatum,  Shreveport, 
secretary  of  Christian  social  rela¬ 
tions  and  local  church  activities.  Re¬ 
elected  were:  Mrs.  Tidwell,  Shreve¬ 
port,  promotion;  Mrs.  Robley  Davis, 
Gilliam,  missionary  education  and 
service;  Mrs.  Wideman  Watson 
Homer,  literature  and  publications; 
Mrs  C.  B.  McGowen,  Baton  Rouge 
suppiy;  and  Mrs.  W.  W,  Paxton! 
Lake  Charles,  Spiritual  Life. 

Alexandria  invited  the  conference 
to  hold  its  1957  annual  meeting  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria. 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild 

Mrs.  Minza  Rabun,  secretary  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  Annual  meeting  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  which  met  March  3 
and  4  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport.  Over  160  women  at¬ 
tended  from  91  units.  Theme  of  the 
meeting  was  “That  the  World  Mav 
Know.” 

Miss  Gertie  Stiles,  Jurisdictional 
secretary,  spoke  at  the  Saturday 
afternoon  session. 

Mrs.  Harold  Soulen,  .Jurisdiction 
vice-president,  spoke  at  the  evening 
session,  and  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
led  the  Communion  Service. 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Phillips,  Plain  Dealing, 
was  elected  chairman  of  missionary 
education  and  service;  and  Mrs.  Sy¬ 
bil  Farr,  Baton  Rouge,  was  elected 
chairman  of  Christian  social  rela¬ 
tions  and  local  church  activities. 


Gentilly  Church 
In  Expansion  Program 

The  Gentilly  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Orleans,  with  the  help  of  Rev. 
J.  Edwin  Keith,  Director  of  Devel¬ 
opment  for  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  Dallas,  has  begun  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  raise  $75,000  for  an  expan¬ 
sion  and  improvement  program  that 
will  include  additional  Sunday 
School  facilities  and  air-conditioning 
the  entire  church  plant.  George  R. 
Queen  is  general  campaign  chair¬ 
man,  assisted  by  Ed  Self,  co-chair¬ 
man,  Vern  Mashburn,  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Poissenot,  John  F.  Reeks,  Jr.,  and 
Fellmer  Bean.  Some  20  committee 
with  100  members  will  also  take 
part.  Lay  speakers  will  make  five- 
minute  talks  each  Sunday  until 
Easter  and  visitation  will  begin  on 
April  8.  Mr.  Keith  will  preach  sev¬ 
eral  Sundays  along  with  the  lay 
speakers.  Through  a  program  of 
education  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
church  membership  taking  an  active 
part,  the  church  is  confident  of 
raising  the  goal,  according  to  John 
F.  Reeks,  Jr.,  chairihan  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Education. 

Gentilly  Methodist  Church,  under 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  G.  Eldred 
Blakely,  is  steadily  outgrowing  its 
facilities  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
congregation  is  at  an  all-time  high, 
according  to  Mr.  Reeks. 

services  of  the  church. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louis¬ 
iana  Tech  served  as  host  for  the 
three-day  meeting;  and  Miss  Pearl-, 
ye  Maye  Kelley  is  the  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation  director. 


Centenary  Students 
Serving  Churches 

Five  Centenary  College  students 
are  serving  full-time  charges  for  the 
Methodist  Church  while  continuing 
their  preparation  for  the  ministry 
at  the  school. 

/ 

Joe  M.  Hanberry,  a  senior  student 
from  Bethany,  is  serving  the  Beth- 
any-Keithville  Charge  this  year. 
Billy  Vines,  a  senior  from  Converse, 
has  been  given  the  Bethel  Charge, 
and  Wynn  Stanton  of  Crowley,  a 
junior  student,  is  serving  churches 
in  Holly  Springs  and  Carroll  Creek. 

Delton  Pickering  of  Houston,  Tex., 
and  New  Orleans,  a  junior  at  Cente¬ 
nary,  is  serving  at  the  Crossroads 
Church.  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull,  a 
senior  from  Rodessa,  has  a  full-time 
charge  at  the  Methodist  Church  in 
his  home  town. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor^  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
said  two  other  students  are  serving 
as  assistants  at  Methodist  churches 
in  Shreveport.  Melvin  Ray  Holt,  a 
sophomore  from  Shreveport,  is  as¬ 
sisting  at  the  Caddo  Heights  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  arid  Jack  Blakeman,  a 
junior  from  Rayyille,  is  assisting  at 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Taylor  said,  four 
members  of  the  Centenary  College 
faculty  are  serving  charges  in  the 
Shreveport  area.  Rev.  R.  Leonard 
Cooke,  vice-president  of  the  college, 
preaches  once  a  month  at  the 
Keatchie  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  head 
of  the  Bible  Department  at  Cente¬ 
nary,  serves  the  Blanchard  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  a  full-time  basis, 


and  Dr.  W.  F.  Pledger,  professor  of 
sociology  and  Bible,  serves  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church  on  a  full-time 
charge.  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  assist¬ 
ant  professor  of  Bible,  serves  the 
Ellerbe  Road  Methodist  Church. 


/ 


American  University 

School  of  International  Service 


Methodism’s 

Prophetic 

Adventure 


By  E.  Harold  Mohn 


THROUGH  our  American  University  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  way 
has  been  cleared  for  Methodism  to  serve  Protestantism  and  the  nation. 
Dr.  John  O.  Gross  describes  the  proposal  as  “a  prophetic  adventure”. 
Seldom  does  such  an  opportunity  come  to  an  educational,  institu¬ 
tion.  General  Conference  paved  the  way  in  1952  for  a  “School  of  Inter¬ 
national  Service”  to  be  established  at  our  nation’s  capital  on  the  campus  of 
American  University.  There  remains  only  the  complete  endorsement  of 
General  Conference  in  1956  for  the  church- wide  support  of  this  timely 
project.  Then  the  “prophetic  adventure”  may  become  an  achievement. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Methodists  everywhere  will  relish  the  chance  to 
do,  in  the  name  of  American  Protestantism,  what  our  Roman  Catholic 
friends  have  been  doing  for  years  in  providing  hundreds  of  trained  men  and 
women  for  diplomatic  service  in  foreign  lands.  Contributions  in  excess  of 
one  million  dollars  annually  are  made  by  Catholics  from  all  parts  of- 
America  to  support  the  Catholic  universities  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  this 
enterprise.  This  is  exactly  what  the  new  School  of  International  Service 
may  accomplish  for  Protestants  through  gifts  to  World  Service  in  the  next 
quadrennium. 

The  Division  of  Educational  Institutions  of  our  Board  of  Education  has 
recommended,  and  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance  has  approved, 
the  proposal  that  General  Conference  in  1956  provide  a  non-recurring 
appropriation  of  $250,000  annually  for  four  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  School  of  International  Service  at  American  University.  This 
sum  is  to  be  in  addition  to  the  ratio  of  World  Service  receipts  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  to  be  disbursed  to  American  University  in  accordance 
with  an  agreement  adopted  by  the  Division  of  Educational  Institutions. 

The  Vision  of  a  Half  Century 

All  authority  in  the  ownership  and  operation  of  American  University 
now  resides  in  the  Board  of  Education  of  The  Methodist  Church.  Provision 
for  complete  Methodist  control  was  made  at  General  Conference  in  1952 
and  promptly  enacted  into  special  legislation  by  Congress.  This  done,  the 
organization  of  the  University  has  been  strengthened,  current  debts  liqui¬ 
dated,  buildings  improved,  and  new  equipment  installed  in  preparation  for 
the  development  of  other  projects,  especially  the  School  of  International 
Service. 

All  across  the  church  there  is  a  growing  conviction  that  Protestants  of 
America  must  train  young  people  for  political,  industrial,  economic,  social, 
as  well  as  religious  foreign  service.  The  undergirding  and  success  of  all 
these  enterprises  in  our  modern  life  requires  a  personnel  educated  in  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  cultures  of  the  world  within  the  framework 
of  the  Protestant  tradition  of  freedom.  This  is  the  intention  and  objective 
of  American  University. 

Foundations  Laid  in  1892 

The  unfolding  of  this  purpose  has  a  long  Methodist  history.  In  fact,  it 
has  been  sixty-four  years  since  the  vision  was  born.  But  no  concrete  plan 
of  action  was  designed  until  the  1952  General  Conference  in  San  Francisco. 

American  University  was  incorporated  by  special  act  of  Congress, 
February  24,  1893.  One  year  earlier  the  Episcopal  Address  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  General  Conference  recognized  “the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Protestant  Church  to  provide  in  the  city  of  Washington  a  university  that 
is  ‘Christian,  catholic,  tolerant,  and  American’.”  The  Conference  resolved 
that  “at  least  ten  million  dollars  should  be  secured  for  the  University’s 
endowment.” 

In  1894,  the  General  Conference  of  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  unanimously  approved  and  endorsed  “the  undertaking  of  the 
trustees  of  American  University  to  establish  in  Washington  City  a  great 
university  for  postgraduate  study  and  original  research,  under  the  influence 
of  Protestant  Christianity  and  the  auspices  of  American  Methodism.”  Sim¬ 
ilar  action  was  taken  by  both  great  branches  of  Methodism  in  succeeding 
General  Conferences  from  1896  to  1916.  Then  followed  a  period  of  silence 
when  the  vision  nearly  faded. 

Building  For  The  Future  Begins  In  1952 

But  the  progress  of  the  years  had  not  failed  and  by  1952  the  vision 
returned  brighter  than  ever.  In  that  year  the  General  Conference  of  United 
Methodism  took  action  fully  supporting  the  declaration  that  The  American 
University  is  “an  institution  necessary  to  the  program  of  the  church  and 
therefore  worthy  of  Methodist  support  as  a  national  institution  located  at 
the  nation’s  capital,  devoted  to  Protestant  ideals,  with  unexcelled  and  well 
employed  facilities  for  study  of  government  policies  and  procedures  and 
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Campus  View,  American  University.  Pointing  at  the  site  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  School  of  International  Service  is  the  Hon.  Francis  O.  Wilcox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  International  Organization  Affairs.  Others 
in  the  picture  are  Oliver  J.  Caldwell,  Assistant  Commissioner  for  Inter¬ 
national  Education,  Office  of  Education,  Department  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare;  and  Miss  Ensook  Lee,  Methodist  Scholarship  Student  from 
South  Korea. 

/' 

maintaining  the  highest  standards  of  scholarship  in  the  fields  of  the  social 
sciences  and  the  humanities.” 

Today  there  are  more  than  5,000  students  enrolled  in  postgraduate  and 
professional  studies.  The  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  located  on  seventy- 
five  acres  of  campus;  the  School  of  Social  Sciences  and  Public  Affairs, 
located  near  the  White  House  and  the  Department  of  State,  the  College  of 
Law  nearby;  these  constitute  the  present  property  valued  at  $4,000,000. 
Soon  a  Medical  School  and  Hospital  and  our  Westminster  Theological  School 
will  be  added  to  the  group  of  University  buildings.  The  proposed  School 
of  International  Service  will  complete  the  group. 

The  foundation  has  been  laid  for  this  specialization  school.  A  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Government  Departments  of 
State,  Defense,  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  together  with  the  trustees 
of  the  university  have  studied  problems  and  procedures..  The  State  Depart¬ 
ment  is  so  enthusiastic  about  the  interest  in  international  affairs  on  Amer¬ 
ican  University  campus  that  it  contracted  to  start  an  American  Language 
Center  there  for  the  orientation  of  personnel  from  overseas.  More  than  1,000 
students,  including  personnel  from  the  embassies  located  in  Washington,  are 
in  attendance.  These  are  in  addition  to  the  5,000  regularly  enrolled  students. 

A  research  program  has  been  inaugurated  to  sepure  factual  material 
about  the  cultural  development  of  other  nations,  their  literature,  language, 
religion,  philosophy,  economic  life,  etc.  This  research  program  is  directed 
by  the  Washington  office  of  the  Human  Relations  Area  Files,  Inc.  It  is 
possible  that  in  five  years  more  information  about  various  areas  of  the 
world  may  be  available  on  American  University  campus  than  at  any  other 
spot  on  earth.  All  this  is  basic  for  establishing  the  School  of  International 
Service. 

Plans  for  the  School 

The  plan  for  the  School  of  International  Service  as  stated  by  President 
Hurst  R.  Anderson  is  as  follows: 

“We  plan  to  seek  some  of  the  brightest  and  ablest  men  and  women 
graduating  from  high  schools  across  the  country  to  spend  four  years  study¬ 
ing  in  the  conventional  courses  in  general  education  and  in  addition 
specializing  in  one  or  two  of  the  areas  of  the  world.  Then  the  master’s 
degree  work  and  the  doctor  of  philosophy  work  will  provide  opportunities 
for  a  very  specialized  and  exacting  study  of  limited  areas  of  the  world. 
Over  a  period  of  time,  this  School  will  produce  not  only  people  competent 
generally  in  the  liberal  arts,  but  competent  to  think  about  the  problems 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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INDIAN  CHOIR  TO  TOUR  U.  S.  A. 

Performance  Scheduled  For  Little  Rock  In  April 


THE 

BROADCASTER 


EIGHTEEN  musical  ambassadors 
of  Indian  Methodism  arrived 
in  New  York  February  26  to 
begin  a  six-month  concert  tour 
of  the  United  States,  including  a 
performance  at  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  Included  among 
the  scheduled  concerts  is  one  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
April  4. 

The  group  is  the  Indian  Centenary 
Choir  and  their  visit  is  one  of  the 
major  events  of  the  observance  here 
and  in  Southern  Asia  (India  and 
Pakistan)  of  the  one-hundredth  an¬ 
niversary  of  Methodist  work  in  In¬ 
dia  Centenary  Committee,  headed 
by  Bishop  J.  Waskom  Pickett,  of 
the  Delhi  episcopal  area,  and  the 
Board  of  Missions. 

The  singers,  who  double  as  in¬ 
strumentalists  in  their  own  orches¬ 
tra,  will  begin  the  spring  tour  with 
concerts  in  Connecticut  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  then  will  move  south 
through  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Virginia, 
west  through  Tennessee,  Arkansas 
and  Texas  and  then  north  through 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and 
Iowa.  They  are  scheduled  to  arrive 
in  Minneapolis  about  the  opening 
of  the  General  Conference  April  25, 
and  will  sing  on  India  Day,  which 
is  set  for  May  1.  - 

The  post-General  Conference  tour 
still  is  being  worked  out.  In 'the  f^ll 
the  choir  members  will  study  on 
the  graduate  level  in  various  Amer¬ 
ican  colleges  and  universities. 

Preparations  for  the  choir’s  visit 
to  the  United  States  have  been  un¬ 
derway  for  more  than  two  years  and 
the  group  sang  throughout  India  for 
the  six  months  prior  to  their  de¬ 
parture  in  January.  The  singers 
were  selected  from  many  applica¬ 
tions  by  the  Rev.  Victor  Sherring, 
the  choir  director,  and  a  committee 
°f  advisors.  Mr.  Sherring,  a  native 
of  Mathura,  India  studied  music  and 
theology  at  Southwestern  College 
at  Winfield,  Kansas,  and  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute  at  Evanston,  Illi¬ 
nois. 

All  of  the  choir  members  are 
graduates  of  Christian  or  public  col¬ 
leges  in  India  and  represent  a  var- 
lety  of  occupations,  including  busi¬ 
es  administration,  public  relations 
and  the  teaching  of  football,  politic¬ 
al  science,  home  economics  and 
classical  dance.  In  their  tour  of  In- 
oia,  the  choir  sang  over  the  All- 
India  Radio,  in  cities  and  villages 
from  Calcutta  to  Bombay. 


Most  of  the  choir’s  American 
audiences  will  be  hearing  probably 
for  the  first  time  samples  of  the 
authentic  Christian  music  of  India, 
for  a  part  of  the  choir’s  repertoire 
will  be  “bhajans,”  hymns  taken 
from  Indian  villages  and  developed 
in  Christian  schools  and  churches. 
Other  music  the  choir  will  sing  will 
include  Negro  spirituals  and  folk 
hymns  from  several  countries.  They 
will  sing  in  there  Indian  languages, 
Hindustani,  Bengali  and  Telegu. 

Dressed  in  traditional  Indian  garb, 
the  women  in  vari-colored  saris  and 
the  men  in  fitted  coats  and  tight 
Jodhpur-like  trousers,  the  singers 
will  play  Indian  instruments  in  an 
orchestra.  Besides  more  convention¬ 
al  instruments,  such  as  the  flute,  the 
violin  and  the  tambourine,  the  group 
will  play  Indian  instruments  such 
as  the  “ghungrutarang,”  tuned  danc¬ 
ing  bells,  and  the  “julta  rung,”  a  set 
of  tonal  china  bowls  struck  with 
a  wooden  mallet. 


Mrs.  Bettie  Taaffe  Gantt,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  wife  of  Fred  Gantt,  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference, 
died  on  February  9,  and  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Foreman,  on 
Sunday,  February  12,  with  Dr.  E. 
Clifton  Rule,  Superintendent  of  the 
Hope  District,  officiating,  assisted 
by  Dr.  William  E.  Brown  and  Rev. 
Davis  C.  Herron,  Texarkana.  Burial 
was  in  Holy  Cross  Cemetery,  Fore¬ 
man.  Mrs.  Gantt  died  following  an 
illness  extending  from  June,  1950, 
when  she  suffered  a  heart  attack. 

She  had  lived  in  Texarkana  for 
the  past  four  years,  but  also  main¬ 
tained  a  home  in  Foreman. 

Mrs.  Gantt  was  born  on  June  19, 
1897,  in  Rocky  Comfort,  Arkansas, 
the  daughter  of  the  late  James  K. 
and  Mary  Bell  Taaffe,  pioneer  cit¬ 
izens  of  Little  River  ,County. 

She  attended  school  in  Foreman 
and  taught  in  the  public  school 
system  for  a  short  time.  She  and 
Fred  Gantt  of  Magnolia  were  mar¬ 
ried  on  January  4,  1917,  and  made 
their  home  in  Foreman  where  he 
was  engaged  in  banking  and  the 
grocery  business. 

She  was  active  in  church  and 
civic  work  before  she  was  stricken. 
For  37  years,  she  was  a  church 
school  teacher  and  superintendent 
of  the  Children’s  Division  of'  the 
Foreman  Methodist  Church.  She  al- 


ABOVE:  The  India  Centenary  Choir, 
which  will  begin  a  six-month  con¬ 
cert  tour  of  the  United  States  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  is  not  only  a  choral  group 
but  an  orchestra.  These  choir  mem¬ 
bers,  with  their  unusual  Indian  in¬ 
struments,  will  play  as  an  orchestral 
unit  and  will  furnish  accompani¬ 
ment  for  Indian  classical  dances.  The 
choir’s  visit  is  a  part  of  the  observ¬ 
ance  here  and  in  India  of  100  years 
of  Methodism  in  Southern  Asia, 
which  includes  India  and  Pakistan. 


In  addition  to  songs  and  orchestral 
numbers,  the  choir  will  present  sev¬ 
eral  Indian  folk  dances:  the  tam- 
borine  dance  of  gypies  in  the  hills 
near  the  Afghanistan  border,  a 
Bombay  fisherman’s  dance  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  harvest  fro  mthe  sea,  the 
candle  or  “peepak”  dance  and  the 
“Bharata  Natayam,”  the  dance  of 
South  India  and  the  most  import¬ 
ant  of  all  Indian  classical  dances. 


so  served  as  district  director  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  work  in  the  Texarkana  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
as  president  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service. 

After  moving  to  Texarkana,  she 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sixth  and  Laurel,  the 
Frost  Bible  Class,  and  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service. 


She  served  for  a  number  of  years 


Mrs.  Bettie  Taaffe  Gantt 


J.  Daniel  Barron 

My  friend  told  me  in  a  letter  he 
would  be  at  such-and-such  hotel 
“next  week”. 

I  did  not  know,  however,  when 
he  would  be  at  that  hotel,  for  he 
did  not  date  the  letter. 

I  did  not  know  whether  my  friend 
was  to  be  at  the  hotel  during  the 
week  in  which  his  letter  came,  or 
during  the  week  following. 

This  little  incident  illustrates  the 
fact  that  a  letter  or  any  document 
without  a  date  is  like  a  clock  with¬ 
out  hands. 

They  are  as  useless  as  the  old-old 
bottle  in  the  medicine  cabinet  with 
a  fresh  label  on  it  bearing  these 
words  by  the  old-old  lady,  “Poison, 
I  Think”. 

Undated  documents  are  in  the 
class  with  those  apportionment  per¬ 
centages  for  this  year  you  look  up 
in  the  annual  conference  journal, 
and  find  this — “Same  as  last  year.” 
You  look  up  “last  year”  and,  believe 
it  or  not,  there  again  you  find  “same 
as  last  year”.  You  look  for  another 
“last  year”  only  to  find  that  it  is 
in  the  attic  bound  with  all  those 
journals  you  intend  to  look  at  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  of  retirement. 

Failure  to  date  letters  and  the 
like  is  as  annoying  as  receiving 
Christmas  cards  signed  The  Joneses, 
The  Smiths,  The  Browns,  The  Bar- 
rons.  Such  cards  might  as  well  be 
signed  with  numbers  like  convicts 
wear. 

My  plea  is  for  justice,  you  see; 
justice  to  the  one  who  depends  up¬ 
on  your  document  for  specific  in¬ 
formation. 

I  write  this  in  the  spring  of  the 
year. 

Sincerely  yours, 

ONE  OF  THE  GANG 


as  Little  River  chairman  of  the 
Christmas  Seal  Sale.  She  served  as 
president  of  the  Foreman  Parent- 
Teacher  Association  and  the  Little 
River  Council  of  the  PTA,  and  for 
several  years  was  district  director 
for  Southwest  Arkansas  PTA.  She 
served  twice  as  president  of  the 
Thursday  Music  Club  of  Foreman 
with  which  she  was  affiliated  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
She  also  was  active  in  the  Garden 
Lovers’  Club  of  Foreman,  which  she 
named,  and  the  Foreman  Book  Club. 

Prior  to  her  illness,  she  was  state 
vice  president  of  the  Arkansas  Con¬ 
gress  of  Parents  and  Teachers. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Rocky 
Comfort  Chapter  378,  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  and  served  as  worthy 
matron  of  that  organization  for  two 
terms. 

Surviving  are  her  husband;  a  son, 
Fred  Gantt,  Jr.,  who  is  social  science 
instructor  at  Texarkana  College; 
three  sisters,  Miss  Mamie  Taaffe, 
Miss  Eva  Taaffe  and  Mrs.  Lige  Petti¬ 
grew,  all  of  Foreman;  a  brother, 
James  K.  Taaffe  of  Sugarland,  Tex¬ 
as;  three  nieces,  Mrs.  Hawkins 
Maulding  of  Foreman,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Davis  of  Ashdown,  and  Mrs.  Darwin 
Cox  of  Houston,  Texas;  one  nephew, 
Charles  T.  Pettigrew  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas;  and  a  number 
of  great-nieces  and  nephews. 


Death  Claims  Little  Rock  Conference  Treasurer's  Wife 
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Editorial 


TWO  KINDS  OF  CIVILIZATION 


Chas.  A.  Wells 


One  Of  t&he  Qreater  'Works 

NEAR  the  end  of  Jesus’  ministry  Hp  Was  comforting  His  dis¬ 
ciples  after  He  had  revealed  to  them' that  His  earthly  minis¬ 
try  was  near  its  end,  and  the  writer  of  the  Gospel  of  John 
quotes  Jesus  as  having  said  “Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  he  who  be¬ 
lieves  in  me  will  also  do  the  works  that  I  do;  and  greater  works 
than  these  will  he  do,  because  I  go  to  the  Father.”  (John  14:12,  R.S. 
Version)  The  fulfillments  of  the  prophecy  of  our  Lord  is  legion.  The 
followers  of  the  Man  of  Galilee  have  been  able  to  extend  beyond 
all  range  of  the  imagination  the  scope  of  influence  of  the  Christian 
message. 

One  of  these  great  works  of  Christian  leaders  is  in  using  var¬ 
ious  mediums  to  reach  greater  numbers  of  people  with' the  message 
of  the  gospel.  With  the  passing  of  last  Sunday,  there  are  now  two 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  which  are  reg¬ 
ularly  televising  their  morning  worship  services.  Several  months 
ago  the  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  instituted 
this  larger  ministry,  the  first  church  insofar  as  we  know  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  or  Arkansas  to  undertake  regularly  this  service.  On  last  Sun¬ 
day  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Pine  Bluff  began  this  extension 
of  its  services,  thus  magnifying  considerably  the  range  of  its  min¬ 
istry. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  substitute  for  pne’s  actual  presence  in 
a  service  of  worship.  Worship  by  means  of  and  through  the  medium 
of  a  radio  or  television  set  is  at  best  a  substitute  for  actually  being 
present  where  the  service  of  worship  originates.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  many  people  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable  to  attend 
church  services  and  for  whom  such  'opportunities  are  a  godsend. 
Some  people  who  need  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  the  most  are 
those  who  for  very  good  reasons  are  unable  to  attend  a  church 
service. 

We  are  confident  many  persons  will  discover  a  deeper  insight 
and  appreciation  of  the  Christian  message  through  the  medium  of 
television.  These  churches  are  to  be  commended  for  pioneering  in 
this  field. 


and  is  scheduled  this  year  for  next  week.  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
professor  at  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  Southern  Methodist 
University,  will  deliver  this  years  series  March  20-23. 


The  Willson  Lectures  at  Hendrix  are1  being  inaugurated  this 
week  with  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith,  outstanding  Methodist  author,  lec¬ 
turer  and  statesman,  delivering  the  first  series. 

Methodists  of  these  two  states  are  indebted  to  the  Willson 
family  for  this  contribution  that  enriches  the  spiritual  and  cultural 
life  of  these  two  states. 

‘ When  LA  State  Qreates  'Disrespect  tyor  Law 


Race  Relations  In  ^ he  (DfCiddle  East 

ONE  of  the  most  frequently  discussed  subjects  in  America  to¬ 
day  is  the  matter  of  race  relations.  America  generally  is 
taking  a  very  serious  view  of  the  question  and  it  should. 
However,  while  we  consider  race  relations  as  a  live  subject  in 
America,  we  may  be  sure  that  race  relations  is  not  only  a  “live 
subject”  in  the  Middle  East,  but  one  that  has  produced  very  dan¬ 
gerous-  situations.  The  Greeks  and  the  Turks  have  fanned  into 
flames  age-old  hatreds.  Arabs  and  Israelites  face  each  other  with 
fixed  bayonets  and  loaded  arms. 

The  racial  differences  in  this  “cock  pit”  of  Europe,  where  our 
biggest  wars  have  been  spawned,  go  much  deeper  than  travel  ac¬ 
commodations  and  educational  opportunities.  There  we  find  a  hold¬ 
over  from  the  racial  controversies  and  conflicts  that  have  existed 
longer  than  authentic  history;  controversies  that  were  not  con¬ 
cerned  about  accommodations  but  about  better  methods  of  exter¬ 
mination.  Realizing  the  distance  we  have  traveled  and  the  progress 
we  are  making  in  this  matter  in  America,  perhaps  we  should  not 
be  too  discouraged. 

c&he  'Willson  Lectureships 

METHODISTS  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  are  indebted  to  a 
Texas  Methodist  layman  and  his  wife  for  two  annual  lec¬ 
ture  series  in  Hendrix  College  and  Centenary  College, 
Methodist  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the  two  states.  Several 
years  ago  Mr.  ’Willson  began  the  establishing  of  a  series  of  lecture¬ 
ships  in  a  selected  number  of  colleges  in  this  section  of  the  country 
and  Hendrix  and  Centenary  were  among  those  selected.  The  lec¬ 
tures  are  delivered  each  year  by  an  outstanding  churchman  and 
attract  wide  interest. 

The  Centenary  Lectureship  was  begun  a  couple  of  years  ago 


E  are  not  too  much  concerned  about  the  background  or 
basic  reasons  for  the  feud  which  seems  to  have  developed  | 
in  Arkansas  between  the  Attorney  General  and  the  law-  I 
enforcing  agencies  of  Garland  County.  We  do  not  know  the  real 
causes  for  their  controversy  and  for  the  purpose  of  this  article  it 
makes  little  difference. 

'However,  the  attitude  of  the  Garland  County  Grand  Jury 
toward  law-enforcement',  as  reported  by  the  Associated  Press  the 
past  week,  is  a  matter  that  should  concern  all  of  us.  It  was  reported 
that  three  men  were  arrested  in  Hot  Springs  and  charged  with 
operating  gambling  houses.  According  to  reports,  no  question  was 
raised  as  to  their  guilt.  Nevertheless,  the  Grand  Jury  did  not  indict  j 
them  and  gave  as  one  of  the  reasons  the  following  statement,  “We 
do  not  believe  that  a  petit  jury  could  be  obtained  in  Garland  Coun¬ 
ty  which  would  convict  a  person  accused  of  violating  gaming  laws  j 
while  the  state  itself  is  a  party  to  wholesale  gambling.” 

In  the  issue  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist  of  March  2,  1950  we  ran 
an  editorial  in  which  was  the  following  statement,  “When  a  sov¬ 
ereign  state  uses  its  laws  to  create  for  itself  and  its  partners  in 
gambling  a  monopoly  on  gambling  profits  it  has  put  its  laws  to  a 
very  disreputable  use.  Such  a  misuse  of  law’ must  create  a  feeling 
of  contempt  for  its  other  laws  on  gambling  by  gamblers,  whether 
large~or  small.” 

If  reports  out  of  Hot  Springs  are  correct,  Arkansas’  state  laws 
on  pari  mutuel  betting,  by  which  it  became  a  partner  of  profes¬ 
sional  gamblers  in  legalized  gambling  on  horce  races,  have  created 
a  “feeling  of  contempt”  for  other  laws  on  gambling,  not  only  by 
gamblers  but  also  by  members  of  a  Grand  Jury  set  to  help  admin¬ 
ister  the  law.  This  is  not  a  surprising  result  when  we  consider 
some  inconsistences  in  state  laws  whether  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana 
or  wherever  it  may  be. 

Plans  are  being  made  in  Arkansas,  by  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment,  to  outlaw  pari  mutuel  gambling.  There  should  be  such  a  law 
in  every  state. 
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\  rife  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Stockman 

OUR  INFLUENCE 

On  a  certain  sunny  day  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  a  considerable  com¬ 
motion  was  caused  by  a  company  of  men. 

A  short  time  before,  they  had  been  refugees  seeking  to  escape  from  the 
city  because  their  leader  had  been  crucified  and  their  enterprise  had 
apparently  collapsed.  But  something  happened  on  the 
first  Easter  morning  which  transformed  them  from 
frightened  fugitives  into  bold  confident  heralds  of  the 
Risen  Christ. 

They  had  proclaimed  their  Christ  openly  on  the 
streets.  They  were  drawing  large  crowds.  Converts 
were  bringing  their  money  to  cast  into  a  common  fund. 

And  the  record  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  Acts  is  that 
the  sick  were  brought  and  laid  on  couches  on  the 
street  that  “at  least  the  shadow  of  Peter  passing  by 
might  overshadow  some  one  of  them.” 

It  may  be  a  bit  hard  for  us  to  think  our  way  back 
to  the  time  when  men  imagined  that  there  was  healing  power  in  the  mere 
shadow  of  a  person.  But  we  can  understand  how  primitive  people  were 
impressed  by  their  bodily  shadows  which  seemed  so  integral  a  part  of 
them,  going  where  they  went,  doing  what  they  did.  And  when  we  lift  the 
thought  of' Peter’s  shadow  from  the  merely  physical  to  the  sphere  of.  his 
whole  personality,  the  scene  on  that  Jerusalem  street  has  a  point  for  us  now. 

Two  Directions 

On  that  day  in  Jerusalem  Peter’s  personality  was  supposedly  extending 
its  force  in  two  directions:  first,  toward  those  whom  he  was  trying  to 
reach;  and  second,  toward  those  whom  his  shadow  was  touching  without 
his  intention.  That  is,  Peter  was  exerting  two  kinds  of  influences:  a  planned 
influence  and  an  unplanned  influence.  And  that  same  double  extension  of 
personality  persists  in  all  of  us. 

This  relationship  between  our  conscious  and  our  unconscious  influence 
is  an  old  idea,  but  certain  situations  give  it  new  warrant  to  arrest  our 
attention.  ^ 

Our  unplanned  influence  is  increasingly  important  because  among 
thoughtful  people  there  is  a  growing  resistance  to  planned  influence. 


Whenever  we  think  someone  is  deliberately  trying  to  influence  us,  we 
tend  to  steel  ourselves  against  it.  We  can  see  it  in  the  home.  When  a 
father  pompously  shouts  at  his  son,  “I’ll  show  you  how  to  behave,”  the  boy 
is  likely  to  show  how  not  to  behave. 

A  good  home  is  not  a  paternalism  in  which  parents  dominate  the 
minds  of  the  children,  but  rather  a  partnership  of  free  minds  in  which 
the  experience  of  the  elders  guides  and  supplement  the  experiments  of  the 
youngsters. 

Yet  while  efforts  of  planned  influence  meet  growing  resistance,  what 
we  call  “fashion”  and  “atmosphere”  are  increasingly  pervasive. 

Absorb  Attitudes 

Every  one  of  us  is  a  living  example  of  the  force  of  unconscious  in¬ 
fluence.  In  the  hazy  period  of  our  infancy  we  were  absorbing,  the  attitudes, 
the  likes  and  dislikes  of  parents,  nurses,  companions.  Then  in  our  child¬ 
hood  we  became  copyists  of  the  manners,  the  tones,  the  tastes  of  our 
parents. 

When  we  went  to  school,  we  came  under  the  influence  of  teachers  who 
seldom  receive  pay  comnffensurate  with  those  of  equal  ability  in  the  business 
and  industrial  world.  But  teachers  exert  an  influence  far  beyond  any 
market  price  of  measurement.  Almost  more  than  anyone  else  they  set  the 
styles  of  behavior  in  a  community. 

“Yes,”  you  may  say,  “if  I  have  a  position  of  importance  I  can  cast  a 
long  shadow  of  influence.  But  I’m  just  a  nobody.”  There  is  no  person  so 
humble  or  seemingly  insignificant  that  he  is  not  influencing  somebody. 

Recently  I  received  a  radio  letter  telling  of  a  young  woman  stricken 
with  polio.  She  is  so  helpless  that  she  cannot  move  her  arms  or  legs.  With 
a  wooden  spoon  in  her  mouth  she  can  type  some  words  on  a  typewriter. 
Yet  that  woman,  seemingly  out  of  commission,  is  exerting  tremendous  in¬ 
fluence  in  her  community  by  her  spirit  of  cheer. 

Look  At  The  Light 

Now  let  me  ask,  how  can  we  control  our  influence  without  being  so 
selfconscious  that  we  spoil  it? 

If  we  go  around  always  thinking  how  we  are  affecting  people,  we 
shall  become  affected  or  afraid  of  our  shadow.  That’s  bad. 

Here  is  a  simple  rule  to  think  about  during  Lent.  Look  at  the  light, 
for  our  relation  to  the  light  determines  our  shadow.  THEREFORE  GET 
RIGHT  WITH  THE  LIGHT. 

And  in  Lent  we  are  thinking  about  Him  who  was  called  the  Light  of 
the  World. 


TEACHING  CHILDREN  ABOUT  GOD 


One  of  the  best  rules  for  teaching  children 
the  knowledge  of  God  is  to  be  found  in  Deuter¬ 
onomy  6:4-9.  Every  parent  and  every  expectant 
parent  should  read  these  verses.  Here  the  Jews 
were  told  the  means  to  use  in  teaching  their 
children  about  God.  These  rules  are  good  today, 
too,  as  they  were  two  thousand  years  ago.  So 
why  not  get  down  your  Bible,  dust  it  off,  and 
find  these  verses?  The  Revised  Standard  Version 
and  the  Moffat  translations  are  especially  good, 
but  no  meaning  is  lost  in  the  King  James  trans¬ 
lation. 

No  child  is  too  young  to  talk  and  ask  about 
God.  Of  course,  his  questions  will  be  those  of  a 
child’s  mind.  But  after  all,  don’t  you  suppose 
that  our  questions  are  mighty  childish  to  God? 
The  important  part  of  it  is  that  small  children 
will  find  it  easy  to  talk  with  their  parents  about 
Heaven  and  God  and  the  things  He  does  for  us. 

The  reader  will  forgive,  I  hope,  this  very 
Personal  bit  of  testimony.  When  my  father  built 
the  “big  house”  in  1913  for  his  robust  family  (6 
s°ns,  one  daughter)  he  had  to  design  a  large 
dining  room.  Like  the  rest  of  the  house,  it  was 
the  proportions  that  would  accommodate  the 
iamily  and  provide  for  extra  room  when  “com¬ 
ply”  came.  Our  mother  wanted  to  decorate  the 
dining  room  walls  with  her  own  hands,  for  she 
>s  no  mean  artist.  She  painted  twelve  large 
scenes  as  a  frieze  around  the  entire  room,  each 
scene  depicting  a  month  in  the  year.  Then  as  a 
Ul'ther  step,  she  placed  an  appropriate  Bible 
Verse  beneath  each  painting. 

Prayer,  worship,  and  Bible  reading  were 
constant  companions  to  us  all.  But  to  sit  three 
imes  a  day  in  the  presence  of  Bible  verses  has 
oever  ceased  to  be  a  benediction  in  the  writer’s 
\  e-  To  this  day,  over  thirty  years  after  I  mar- 
{led  and  made  my  own  home,  I- return  with  a 
eehng  of  joy  to  that  room  where  our  young 
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I  On  A  Wide 
Circuit 


W.  W.  Reid  § 


WHY  MUST  IT  BE 
ED  MITCHELL’S  BOY 


Judge:  They  tell  me,  Pastor,  that  Ed  Mit¬ 
chell’s  boy  has  got  a  crazy  idea  of  being  a  mis¬ 
sionary;  thinks  he  wants  to  spend  his  life  among 
the  heathen  in  Africa.  I  thought  he  was  going  to 
have  a  great  career  right  here  in  town  practicing 
medicine — and  after  all  the  sacrifice  Ed  has  made 
for  him— but  this  ... 

Pastor:  Well,  Judge,  perhaps  Frank’s  idea 
isn’t  so  crazy  after  all — unless  you  think  the 
Christian  church  is  crazy,  too,  when  it  talks  about 
“service  to  others”.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  Frank 
and  with  Ed  last  night.  I  think  Frank  feels  called 
upon  to  use  his  life  where  there  is  the  greatest 
need  for  it.  And  Ed  is  quite  proud  of  him. 

Judge:  But  what  will  Frank  get  out  of  it? 
This  thing  of  “sacrifice”  is  all  right  to  talk  about, 
but  not  to  throw  your  life  away  on.  Maybe  he 
can’t  stand  the  climate.  I’ve  heard  of  tropical 
diseases  getting  missionaries.  Every  doctor  in 
this  town  has  an  income  in  five  figures.  What 
missionary  gets  that? 

Pastor:  I  think  you’ll  find,  Judge,  that 
Frank  Mitchell  and  others  like  him  don’t  use 
money  to  measure  life.  They’ve  got  a  Christian 
conviction  that  compels  them  to  go  out  and  help 
the  less  fortunate  of  the  world — to  think  of  their 
■Jives  and  skills  and  all  the  “things”  they  possess 
(including  money  if  they  have  any)  as  gifts  from 
God  to  be  shared  with  all  God’s  children.  I  know 
that’s  hard  for  most  of  us  to  understand— but  it’s 
what  Jesus  taught,  isn’t  it?  .  .  .  When  I  talk  about 
these  things  on  Sunday,  you  don’t  object;  but 
when  someone  wants  to  try  to  live  them  on  Mon¬ 
day,  you  seem  terribly  puzzled. 

Judge:  I  know  Jesus  lived  for  others, 

even  gave  his  life  for  others.  But  practical  men 

spirits  as  well  as  our  growing  young  bodies  were 
fed.  Truly,  the  old  Jewish  law  has  proven  to  be 
valuable  in  the  lives  of  those  sons  and  that 
daughter  who  have  gone  out  from  our  family 
home  to  make  their  own  lives. 


don’t  do  these  things  today.  We  have  to  make  a 
living;  and  we’re  willing  to  let  others  live  their 
own  ways,  too.  We  can’t  just  walk  around  the 
countryside,  “preaching,  teaching  and  healing.” 
You  don’t  earn  money  to  feed  and  clothe  and 
educate  your  family  that  way.  You  have  to  be 
realistic  these  days  .  .  .  And  why  does  Frank 
Mitchell,  with  all  his  prospects,  have  to  be  the 
one?  It  isn’t  fair  to  his  wife  and  to  the^children 
they’ll  have  some  day  .  .  .  bury  them  in  the 
jungles  of  Africa!  Why  couldn’t  someone  else  do 
it? 

Pastor:  Now  when  Albert  Schweitzer  went 
to  Africa  .  .  . 

Judge  (impatiently):  I  never  could  under¬ 
stand  that,,  man  either! 

Pastor:  Of  course  you  couldn’t!  And  most 
of  us  are  willing  to  applaud  and  praise  him  (as 
we  do  his  Master),  but  we  can  never  really  un¬ 
derstand  him  because  we  are  not  willing  to  make 
the  decision  he  has  made.  We  know  there  is 
something  great  there — but  we  can’t  quite  define 
it!  At  least  it  is  not  for  us.  The  responsibility 
for  the  healing  of  African  bodies  and  minds  and 
hearts  doesn’t  really  belong  to  Albert  Schweitzer 
or  to  Frank  Mitchell  any  more  than  it  belongs  to 
you  and  to  me.  It  belongs  to  every  person  who 
says,  I  am  a  follower  of  Christ.”  His  commission 
was  to  each  one  of  us.  You  agree  to  this  on  Sun¬ 
day.  Albert  Schweitzer  and  Frank  Mitchell  feel 
it  all  week  long,  and  they  plan  their  lives  accord¬ 
ing  to  it.  They  not  only  hear  the  call  to  service; 
they  have  the  courage,  to  answer  it  with  their 
lives. 

Judge:  I  still  don’t  see  this  for  Frank!  When 
people  “give”  themselves,  as  you  call  it,  what  do 
they  get  out  of  it?  Of  course,  I  except  Jesus  in 
all  this!  But  Frank  can  give  and  give,  and  people 
will  only  take  advantage  of  him. 

Pastor:  Ah,  it  is  the  rewards  you  don’t  un¬ 
derstand!  You  get  yours  as  people  salute  you 
on  the  street  .  .  .  you  have  had  an  honorable 
public  career;  you  will  draw  a  good  pension,  you 
will  enjoy  your  home  and  car  and  comforts.  But 
.  the  accumulation  of  “honors”  and  wealth  can  kill 
the  human  spirit  just  as  gluttony  can  kill  the 
body.  Albert  Schweitzer  and  Frank  Mitchell,  at 
the  end  of  the  years,  will  be  rich  in  the  rewards 
of  the  spirit — in  the  knowledge  of  lives  nobly 
spent  for  others,  in  the  love  and  affection  of 
many  thousands,  in  the  knowledge  of  people 
made  well  and  happy,  in  the  serenity  of  having 
walked  with  God.  Intangible?  Unreal?  Vision¬ 
ary?  Not  when  you  understand  Christ  and  the 
stewardship  of  life! 
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A  Symposium  (Continued  from  last  week) 

Concerning  Some  Rites  of 
The  Christian  Church 

Reprinted  By  Expressed  Permission  of  the  Authors  And 
the  Editor  of  "The  Perkins  School  of  Theology  Journal" 


The  Pastor's  Relationship  To  The  Funeral 
Director 

No  area  of  every-day  life  has  witnessed 
greater  changes  over  the  past  fifty  year's  than 
in  the  customs  connected  with  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  In  pioneer  days,  kindly  disposed  neighbors 
handled  everything  —  from  laying  out  the  body 
to  opening  and  closing  the  grave.  Today,  the 
professional  funeral  director  undertakes  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  bereaved  family  of  practically  all  res¬ 
ponsibility  connected  with  the  burial  of  a  loved 
one.  He  offers  a  service  that  includes  everything 
from  preparing  the  body  for  the  most  advan¬ 
tageous  display  during  a  public  funeral  service 
to  providing  the  means  of  spiritual  comfort  to 
those  who  mourn. 

That  this  situation  is  open  to  abuse  is  fairly 
obvious.  The  rising  cost  of  funerals  has  aroused 
much  criticism.  In  his  anxiety  to  make  good  on 
what  may  be  called  a  "package  funeral,”  the 
funeral  director  is  tempted  to  assume  responsi¬ 
bility  for  all  arrangements,  including  not  only 
the  selection  of  a  minister  to  conduct  the  ser¬ 
vice,  but  specific  directions  to  him  concerning 
the  nature  and  length  of  the  service. 

Since  the  minister  and  the  funeral  director 
enjoy  an  extremely  privileged  relationship  with 
the  family  of  the  deceased,  it  seems  quite  ob¬ 
vious  that  both  should  be  expected  to  make  a 
sincere  effort  to  understand  and  work  harmon¬ 
iously  with  the  other.  To  that  end,  we  offer  the 
following  suggestions: 

1.  The  pastor,  working  through  his  local 
ministerial  association,  should  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  arrange  joint  meetings  between 
the  ministers  and  funeral  directors  of  the  com¬ 
munity  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  prob¬ 
lems  in  burying  the  dead  and  ministering  to 
the  bereaved  that  are  common  to  both  profes¬ 
sions.  Ministers  may  discover  that  most  funeral 
directors  are  sincerely  concerned  about  the  qual¬ 
ity.  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  their  service.  These 
discussions  may  well  lead  to  a  program  of  edu¬ 
cation  whereby  the  people  of  the  community 
are  helped  to  understand  better  the  services  of 
both  the  minister  and  the  funeral  director  in 
establishing  funeral  practices  that  are  more 
nearly  Christian. 

2.  The  individual  pastor,  regardless  of  what 
may  be  done  on  a  community-wide  scale  through 
his  ministerial  association,  should  seek  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  friendly  cooperative  relationship  With 
each  funeral  director  in  his  community.  He 
should  take  time  to  talk  over  with  them  the 
various  problems  of  relationship  as  the  two  of 
them,  working  together,  seek  to  minister  to  the 
bereaved.  Further,  the  pastor  should  offer  his 
services  freely  to  the  funeral  director  in  such 
areas  as  providing  ministerial  leadership  for 
burying  strangers  and  the  unchurched.  In  turn, 
the  pastor  should  request  the  director’s  active 
cooperation  in  terms  of  consultation  with  him 
before  arrangements  are  made  for  families  of 
the  minister’s  congregation.  The  pastor  should 
insist  firmly  and  tactfully  on  the  principle  that 
a  proper  division  of  any  religious  service  con¬ 
ducted  in  connection  with  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

It  is  the  experience  of  many  that  this  friend¬ 
ly,  cooperative  attitude  toward  the  funeral  di¬ 
rector  may  set  the  stage  for  his  cooperation  in 
what  appears  to  be  a  major  responsibility  of  the 
minister;  namely,  leadership  in  changing  the 
mores  of  the  community  in  favor  of  more  nearly 
Christian  practices  in  the  burial  of  the  dead. 
Ministers  should  not  forget  that  funeral  directors 
are  human  beings,  and  that  many  of  the  changes 
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that  should  be  made  in  modern  funeral  practices 
will  probably  result  in  reduced  business  for 
him.  It  is  a  part  of  the  minister’s  responsibility, 
therefore,  to  help  the  funeral  director  meet  con¬ 
structively  these  problems  of  change. 

The  Pasior's  Relationship  to  the  Cost  of  Funerals 

The  reader’s  first  reaction  may  be  that  the 
pastor  has  little  or  no  responsibility  at  this  point, 
other  than  expressing  a  sincere  lack  of  interest 
in  a  personal  fee.  That  this  problem  is  worthy 
of  the  minister’s  attention  is  made  clear  by  a 
remark  which  a  seriously-ill  parishioner  once 
made:  “I  mustn’t  die,”  he  said,  “my  family  can’t 
afford  to  bury  me.”  On  another  occasion,  an 
over-zealous  funeral  director  in  the  community 
sold  a  widow  with  four  dependent  children  a 
nine-hundred-dollar-funeral,  when  her  sole  re¬ 
sources  consisted  of  a  one  thousand  dollar  insur¬ 
ance  policy. 

Mere  condemnation  of  waste  and  extrava¬ 
gance  in  connection  with  burying  the  dead  is 
both  ineffective  and  in  poor  taste.  Instead,  the 
pastor  should  lead  the  way  in  a  carefully  plan¬ 
ned,  long-range  program  of  education  that  points 
toward  the  burial  of  our  dead  in  such  manner 
as  to  represent  truly  the  Christian  doctrine  of 
the  future  life,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the 
financial  outlay  within  the  bounds  of  reason. 

Since  people  are  going  to  try  to  pay  for  what 
they  think  the  community  will  approve,  our 
most  effective  approach  to  this  problem  is  from 
the  direction  of  influencing  what  people  think 
a  funeral  should  cost.  Three  suggestions  are  of¬ 
fered: 

1.  Encourage  the  use  of  already  existing 
facilities  —  the  church  —  for  all  funeral  services, 
thereby  removing  some  of  the  pressure  oh  the 
funeral  director  for  building  an  expensive  funer¬ 
al  chapel.  Incidentally  these  chapels  when  built, 
must  be  paid  for  by  the  same  customers  that 
build  the  churches.  No  really  sound  reason  can 
be  advanced  for  maintaining  these  separate 
physical  facilities  for  use  in  conducting  funeral 
services. 

2.  Plan  and  conduct  funeral  services  as  sim¬ 
ple,  dignified  worship  services,  thereby  suggest¬ 
ing  the  inappropriateness  of  expensive  displays 
either  in  the  casket  or  funeral  flowers. 

3.  Encourage  advance  planning  and  prepar¬ 
ation  for  the  Expenses  of  burial.  If  the  family 
knows  that  father  had  planned  and  provided 
for  a  simple,  inexpensive  funeral,  it  is  likely  to 
allow  this  arrangement  to  stand  when  the  crisis 
comes.  It  is  the  emotionally  upset  and  illy  pre¬ 
pared  family  that  is  likely  to  be  stampeded  into 
ordering  a  funeral  beyond  their  financial  means. 

In  this  connection,  the  average  church  might 
very  wisely  and  appropriately  provide  in  its  an¬ 
nual  program  a  short  course  of  instruction,  es¬ 
pecially  for  husbands  and  wives,  in  the  overall 
problems  of  preparing  a  family  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  its  affairs  in  the  event  of  death  to  one 
of  their  number. 

This  discussion  would  not  be  complete  with¬ 
out  a  brief  reference  to  the  problem  of  minister¬ 
ial  fees  for  conducting  funeral  services.  Despite 
the  fact  that  there  appears  to  be  a  growing  trend 
in  the  direction  of  giving  the  minister  a  fee  for 
this  service,  it  is  our  opinion  that  this  trend 
should  be  discouraged.  No  pastor  who  is  deeply 
concerned  with  rendering  the  greatest  possible 
service  to  the  bereaved  wants  a  price  tag  on  his 
services  to  them.  It  is  best,  therefore,  to  consider 


the  holding  of  funeral  services  as  a  part  of  the 
minister’s  pastorial  responsibility  to  the  commit 
nity  —  responsibility  that  is  compensated  for 
through  his  regular  salary  as  a  minister.  Church¬ 
es  should  provide  an  expense  allowance  for  all 
necessary  travel  of  their  pastor,  including  funer¬ 
als. 

In  spite  of  all  efforts  to  educate  the  people 
concerning  the  pastor’s  relationship  to  funerals 
some  will  insist  on  giving  him  a  fee.  What  should 
he  do  with  it?  The  principles  outlined  in  this 
discussion  offer  no  alternative  —  the  interest  of 
the  bereaved,  the  minister  himself,  the  church 
and  the  Kingdom  are  served  best  when  the 
pastor  directs  all  fees  that  may  come  to  him 
for  this  type  of  service  into  some  worthy  cause 
from  which  he  receives  no  direct  financial  bene¬ 
fits. 

The  Pastor's  Relationship  to  Other  Ministers 

Space  does  not  allow  even  the  listing  of  the 
heartaches  and  misunderstandings  that  grow 
out  of  unchristian  practices  in  the  relationships 
of  ministers  to  one  another  in  the  matter  of 
funerals.  We  offer  two  suggestions  for  improv¬ 
ing  these  relationships: 

1.  Approach  the  planning  and  leadership  of 
funeral  services  on  the  assumption  that  it  is  pri¬ 
marily  a  worship  service  —  not  an  occasion  for 
eulogies  by  friends  of  the  deceased.  Since  the 
pastor  of  the  family  of  the  deceased  is  the  logi¬ 
cal  person  for  leadership  in  this  service,  there 
is  no  real  need  for  bringing  in  other  ministers. 

Since  most  of  this  unfortunate  involvement 
centers  in  the  pastor’s  relationship  to  previously- 
held  pastorates,  all  pastors  should  discourage 
their  friends  in  former  parishes  from  inviting 
them  back  for  funeral  services.  The  practice  of 
returning  to  previously-held  parishes  for  funeral 
services  is  not  only  a  waste  of  time,  but  a  ser¬ 
ious  hindrance  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  current 
pastor. 

2.  In  no  instance  should  a  minister  enter 

another  man’s  parish  for  the  performance  of 
any  ministerial  service  for  members  of  that 
parish  without  a  direct  invitation  from  the  pas¬ 
tor  himself,  and  only  then  as  that  pastor’s  assist¬ 
ant.  Ministerial  leadership  in  a  funeral  service 
is  provided  by  the  church  that  ordains  and  ap¬ 
points  the  minister  to  the  post  of  pastor;  it  is 
not,  therefore,  a  function  to  be  performed  with¬ 
out  due  consideration  of  the  rights  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  other  ministers.  Failure  at  this  point 
on  the  part  of  any  minister  hurts  not  only  the 
persons  directly  involved  but  tends  to  bring  re¬ 
proach  upon  the  Church  as  a  whole,  and  thereby 
weakens  its  efforts  to  serve  the  bereaved.  The 
wise  pastor  refers  all  requests  for  his  ministerial 
services  to  members  of  other  parishes  to  the 
pastors  of  those  parishes.  In  so  doing,  he  earns 
not  only  the  respect  and  affection  of  his  brother 
pastors,  but  he  contributes  something  to  a  better 
understanding  of  the  Church’s  total  ministry 
to  its  constituency.  * 

A  Posicripi 

Christians  always  are  involved  in  the  dual 
activity  of  trying  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
the  Gospel  for  their  day,  and  of  responding  to 
God  in  both  ritualistic  and  "free”  services  of 
worship.  In  both  theology  and  worship  there  is 
the  problem  of  relating  present  understanding 
and  appreciation  to  the  historic  forms  in  which 
both  Christian  thought  and  worship  have  found 
expression.  Also  there  always  is  the  problem 
of  relating  the  forms  of  worship  to  the  present 
understanding  of  the  Gospel.  At  times,  the  his¬ 
toric  forms  of  worship  more  nearly  preserve 
the  heart  of  the  Gospel  while  the  contemporary 
theology  is  erroneously  partial  or  distorted.  At 
other  times,  the  forms  of  worship  and  the  em¬ 
bodied  content  lag  well  behind  the  contemporary 
theological  insight.  The  latter  seems  to  be  the 
case  in  our  day  in  connection  with  the  funeral. 
We  now  need  more  effective  theological  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  Christian  understanding  of  eternal 
life,  more  meaningful  forms  of  worship  in  re¬ 
lationship  to  death  and  eternal  life,  and  a  ter¬ 
minology  which  more  accurately  describes  the 
real  meaning  of  the  rite  of  burial  and  resurrec¬ 
tion.  It  is  hoped  that  the  readers  of  this  article 
will  participate  in  spoken  and  written  conversa¬ 
tions  toward  a  clear  expression  of  our  faith  anCl 
a  form  of  service  which  embodies  that  faith- 
(Continued  next  week) 
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Top  left:  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  visits  with  four  students  from  the  National  College 
For  Christian  Workers,  at  Kansas  City:  (1  to  r))  Miss  Beatrix  Roymer,  San  Dom¬ 
ingo;  Miss  Sigrid  Spruth,  Berlin,  Germany;  Miss  Winnie  Tan,  Mayala;  Miss 
Marta  Haro,  Mexico. 

Above,  left;  Miss  Iris  Bell,  Imboden,  Woman's  Division  worker,  chats  with  a  group 
of  North  Arkansas  Conferentce  delegates  to  the  Conference:  (1  to  r)  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Pearce,  Wynne;  Mrs.  Bessie  Andrew,  Bentonville;  Miss  Mildred  Osemont,  Jones¬ 
boro;  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown,  Hughes. 

Top  right:  Mrs.  W.  E.  Horton,  Jr.,  Houston,  Conference  President,  with  Mrs.  T. 

Haller  Jackson,  Shreveport,  general  chairman,  of  local  arrangements. 

Right,  middle:  Two  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  nominees  to  the  Woman's  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Missions,  nominated  by  conference  action.  Board  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  determined  by  Jurisdiciial  Conference  in  New  Orleans  in  June. 
Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson,  Little  Rock,  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  Ruston. 


At  right:  Two  of  the  six  jurisidictional  officers  from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
area:  Mrs.  Neill  Hart,  Camden,  Jurisidictional  Secretary  of  Children's 
Work;  and  Mrs.  Jane  Cotton,  Little  Rock,  Jurisdictional  Secretary  of 
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Christian  Social  Relations.  Other  officers  include  Mrs.  Laskey,  Record¬ 
ing  Secretary;  Miss  Gertie  Stiles,  Fort  Smith,  Secretary  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley,  Russellville,  Secretary  of  Literature  and 
Publications;  and  Mrs.  Sam  Dunbar,  New  Orleans,  Secretary  of  Supplies. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 
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REV.  RALEIGH  V.  FULTON,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  passed  away 
at  his  home  in  Clinton  on  September  21,  1955. 

Announcement  is  made  that  the  “The 

Way”,  Methodist  half-hour  TV  Series  will 
be  televised  from  KALB-TV,  channel  5,  from 
Alexandria,  on  March  18  at  2:00  p.  m. 

A  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  was  organized  in 
the  DeQuincy  Methodist  Church  on  Friday, 
February  16.  Kenneth  Snider  was  elected  pre- 
ident  and  Robert  Earle  Smith  is  secretary. 

REV.  BUDDY  GILBERT,  associate  pastor  of  the 
Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  -will  conduct  pre-Easter  services  at  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Center  at  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston. 

EARL  KOONCE,  layman  of  the  Henning  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  of  Sulphur,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men 
of  DeRidder  at  the  meeting  of  the  organization 
on  Wednesday  evening,  February  29. 

THE  VESPER  SERVICE  at  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Sunday 
evening,  March  4,  was  led  by  members  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  from  Newcomb  College  and 
Tulane  University.  The  theme  for  the  service 
was  “Eternal  Life”. 

REV.  HAROLD  HINE,  pastor  of  the  Vidalia 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  the  preacher  in 
evangelist  services  at  the  Gordon  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  March  19  through  March 
25.  Rev.  Tilbman  A.  Brown  is  pastor  of  the 
Gordon  Avenue  Church. 

REVIVAL  SERVICES  at  Venice  resulted  in  20 
additions  to  the  church  and  the  organization 
of  a  congregation  there.  Rev.  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr., 
of  Ingleside  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the  evan¬ 
gelist.  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  will  serve  temporarily 
as  pastor. 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  will  be  held  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  Church  of  Buras-Triumph  with 
Rev.  C.  R.  McCammon,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Plaquemine,  doing  the  preaching. 
Services  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.  m.  daily.  Rev.  C. 
D.  Pinkard  is  the  pastor. 

NEW  DISTRICT  DIRECTORS  have  been  named 
in  the  Lafayette  District  as  follows:  J.  B. 
Tubbs,  Rayne,  director  of  General  Church  School 
Work;’  E.  W.  Brown,  Lafayette,  director  of  Adult 
Work,’  and  Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  Lafayette,  sub¬ 
district  director  of  Adult  Work. 

DR.  DONALD  EMERICH,  associate  professor  of 
chemistry,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the 
Science  Division  of  the  Centenary  faculty  for 
1956-57  to  succeed  E.  M.  Parker,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Applied  Mathematics.  Mrs.  Alice  Alben, 
science  librarian,  was  re-elected  secretary. 

THE  SECOND  DELEGATED  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  will 
be  held  at  Centenary  College,  June  4-8.  Rev. 
Douglas  McGuire,  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be  dean.  Delton 
Pickering  is  the  conference  president. 

MRS.  BERTRAND  KIERN,  who  has  served  as 
organist  for  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  and  who  has  resigned  her 
position  was  given  a  surprise  party  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  February  29,  by  the  choir  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Music  Committee.  She  was  presented 
with  a  gift. 

DR.  W.  W.  PATE,  head  of  the  Commerce  and 
Economics  Department  at  Centenary  College, 
was  guest  speaker  last  Thursday  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Caddo  Parish  Schools  Administrative  Club. 
He  spoke  on  the  topic,  “The  Part  'Schools  Should 
Play  in  the  Present-Day  Socio-Economic  Revolu¬ 
tion.” 

A  LABORATORY  SCHOOL  for  workers  with 
Kindergarten  and  Nursery  children  will  be 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
on  April  15-19  with  Mrs.  John  T.  Carlyon  of 
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Dallas,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Horace  King  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  as  instructors,  according  to  re¬ 
cent  announcement. 

The  commission  on  membership  and 

EVANGELISM  of  the  DeQuincy  Methodist 
Church  has  -planned  for  evangelistic  services, 
March  18-25.  The  pastor,  Rev.  A.  A.  McKnight, 
has  been  asked  to  do  the  preaching  and  a  former 
pastor,  Rev.  Otis  Spinks,  now  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  has  been  asked 
to  lead  the  singing. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  will 
be  the  visiting  preacher  for  the  Holy  Week  re¬ 
vival  at  the  Marksville  Methodist  Church,  March 
25-30,  according  to  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson, 
pastor.  During  the  same  week  Mr.  Robertson  is 
scheduled  to  conduct  the  daily  devotionals  over 
radio  station  KAPB,  Marksville. 

REV.  W.  C.  BARHAM  of  Columbia  writes  to 
announce  the  arrival  of  Susan  Beatrice  Bar¬ 
ham  on  February  19  ter  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Barham,  Jr.,  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  baby  is 
also  the  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Fredrick  K.  Smith  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
is  the  first  grandchild  of  Brother  and  Mrs.  Bar¬ 
ham.  Brother  Barham  is  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Columbia. 

THE  CENTENARY  COLLEGE  BAND,  directed 
by  B.  P.  Causey,  presented  its  annual  formal 
spring  concert  Wednesday  in  Haynes  Memorial 
Gymnasium  on  the  Centenary  campus.  Guest 
soloist  was  Leonard  Smith,  nationally-known  ■ 
trumpet  and  cornet  virtuoso  and  composer,  who 
also  conducted  a  “brass  clinic”  during  the  after¬ 
noon  for  members  of  high  school  and  college 
bands  throughout  the  Ark-La-Tex. 

THE  AMERICAN  BROADCASTING  COM¬ 
PANY  announces  that  the  two  traditional 
Easter  px-ograms  on  “The  Greatest  Story  Ever 
Told”  will  be  broadcast- this  year.  The  first,  “The  > 
Betrayal  and  The  Crucifixion”,  will  be  broadcast 
on  Palm  Sunday,  March  25,  and  “The  Resurrect 
tion”,  will  be  broadcast  on  Easter  Sunday,  April 
1.  Both  broadcasts  are  4:30  to  5:00  p.  m.,  Central 
Standard  Time,  over  the  American  Broadcasting 
Company  network- 

A  CHRISTIAN  CAREER  CLINIC  for  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District  was  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe  on  March  9-10,  with  five  vo¬ 
cations  presented  as  follows:  Ministry,  Dr.  Guy 
M.  Hicks;  Missions,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones;  Religious 
Education,  Rev.  Don  Barnes  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Thompson.  Rev.  Richard  Belcher,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Committee  on 
Vocations,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  guest  speaker 
for  the  Career  Clinic. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  was  the  principal  speaker  at  the 
Loyalty  Supper  meeting  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Bogalusa  on  Fri¬ 
day,  February  17.  The  church’s  Building- Fund 
Committee,  which  is  launching  a  $100,000  fund¬ 
raising  drive  for  construction  of  a  new  $65,000 
children’s  building  and  modernization  of  the 
present  buildings,  sponrored  the  event.  H.  H. 
Lavinghouze  was  chairman  of  the  group. 

THE  WOMEN  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Slidell  have  given  to  the  parsonage  two  new 
bedroom  suites,  an  occasional  chair,  draperies  for 
the  windows,  and  two  bedroom  tables.  The 
church  raised  $9373.00  during  November  \, and 
December  and  paid  all  indebtedness  against  the 
parsonage,  which  was  dedicated  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  February  19,  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and 
Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris.  The  parsonage  has  seven 
rooms  and  bath. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  last 
Sunday  at  the  11:00  a.  m.  services  at  Morningside 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Rev.  Jimmie 
Caraway  is  pastor.  Next  Sunday,  he  will  be 
guest  speaker  at  11:00  a.  m.  at  the  Ida  Methodist 
Church  and  at  7:00  p.  m.  at  the  Vivian  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  James  Woodward,  a  graduate  of 


Centenary,  is  pastor  of  the  Ida  Church,  and  Rev 
Kenneth  McDonald  is  pastor  of  the  Vivian 
Church.  — 

MRS.  GEORGE "  CARROLL  of  Ruston  cele¬ 
brated  her  90th  birthday  on  Saturday,  March 
3,  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  M.  Hicks 
with  whom  she  has  made  her  home  for  many 
years.  A  family  dinner  was  given  in  her  honor 
and  she  received  a  shower  of  cards,  gifts,  tele¬ 
grams,  telephone  calls,  flowers  and  visits  from 
relatives  and  friends.  Mrs.  Carroll  was  born  and 
reared  in  Minden.  Mrs.  Hicks  is  the  wife  of  Dr 
Guy  M.  Hicks,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Ruston  District. 

REV.  EARL  G.  HUNT,  JR.,- 37-year-old  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Morristown, 
Tenn.,  has  been  named  president  of  Emory  and 
Henry  College,  Emory,  Va.  He  will  become  the 
Methodist-related  school’s .  14th  president,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Dr.  Foye  E.  Gibson  effective  July  i. 
Dr.  Gibson,  who  has  headed  Emory  and  Henry 
for  15  years,  will  become  president  of  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  President  Hugh  C. 
Stuntz  of  Scarritt  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year. 


APPOINTMENT  ANNOUNCED  BY 
BISHOP  MARTIN 

Bishop  Paul_E.  Martin  announces  that  Rev. 
Charles  Wilder,  student  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  has  been  appointed  to  Rocky  Mount- 
Grand  Bayou. 


NEW  TEMPERENCE  PAMPHLET 
PUBLISHED 

How  can  you  say  “No”,  politely  but  firmly, 
when  someone  offers  you  a  drink? 

This  question,  an  important  one  to  teenagers, 
is  the  subject  of  a  new  TEM  Press  leaflet  titled 
IF  YOU  MUST  BE  NEGATIVE  BE  POSITIVE. 

Fred  Cloud,  well-known  Methodist  youth 
editor,  and  former  Little  Rock  resident,  polled 
high-school  and  college  kids  throughout  Amer¬ 
ica  to  get  answers  to  his  question.  Consensus  of 
opinion:  You  can  say  “No”  without  losing  friends. 
Often  saying  “No”  can  be  a  social  asset. 

The  leaflet  sets  up  five  typical  situations, 
then  gives  the  answer  sent  in  by  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  themselves.  Here’s  a  sample:  “Girls:  You’re 
out  on  a  date  and  your  boy  friend  tries  to  get 
you  to  drink  a  beer.  How  do  you  say  No?  What 
if  he  insists?” 

Copies  of  IF  YOU  MUST  BE  NEGATIVE 
BE  POSITIVE  are  available  from  TEN  Press, 
100  Maryland  Ave.  N.  E.,  Washington  2,  D.  C. 
Cost  is  $1.75  per  100  copies.  Order  leaflet  No.  255. 


A  CORRECTION 

In  last  week’s  issue  of  The  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  an  item  was  carried  as  follows:  “Rev.  T.  M. 
Lancaster,  pastor  of  the  Lake  Providence  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  honored  on  his  birthday  on 
February  17  when  many  of  the  congregation 
called  at  the  parsonage  with  gifts.  A  fund  was 
started  recently  to  erect  a  church  in  the  future  in 
Mr.  Lancaster’s  honor.”  The  item  should  have 
read  that  some  donated  to  a  Memorial  Fund  in 
Mr.  Lancaster’s  honor.  This  Memorial  Fund  was 
started  for  the  erection  of  a  .Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  the  future  to  honor  the  living  and 
memorialize  loved  ones  who  have  died.  The  fund 
was  not  started  to  honor  any  one  person  but 
rather  many  will  be  honored. 


NOTICE  TO 
LOUISIANA  PASTORS 

We  find  that  several  churches  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  have  sent  a  total  of  $250.00  direct  to  Mr. 
Jack  Ritchie  in  *  Ruston  and  as  his  secretary  is 
new  on, the  job  she  banked  the  money  without 
recording  the  church  or  the  individual  names. 
If  your  church  or  you  as  an  individual  did  send 
money  DIRECT  to  Mr.  Ritchie  and  you  have  not 
..received  your  INTEREST  SHARE  CERTIFI¬ 
CATE,  will  you  please  write  me  and  give  me 
the  amount  you  sent  and  to  whom  the  Certificate 
should  be  made.  We  have  located  the  following: 
Elysian  Field  Church  $33.39  and  Mr.  I.  W.  Hick¬ 
man  (same  church)  $10.00.  Pineville,  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  $15.20  and  the  Church  $50.00,  Mr. 
A.  Thompson  of  First  Church  Lafayette  $20.00. 
This  leaves  $121.41  unaccounted  for. 

James  B.  Grambling 
P.  O.  Box  175 
Logansport,  La. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

**(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins 
at  6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and 
closes  at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date) 
March  14-15,  Oil  City,  H.  M.  Law. 
March  15-16,  Cheneyville,  Charles 
H.  Giessen. 

March  16-17,  Morningside,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Jimmje  J.  Caraway. 

March  17-18,  Gilliam,  James  L. 
Beasley. 

March  18-19,  1.  Indian  Bayou-Kap- 
lan,  M.  L.  Davis,  2.  Winnsboro,  W. 
H.  Bengston. 

March  19-20,  Northside,  Lake  C. — 
Hackberry,  Taylor  Wall. 

March  20-21,  1.  Oak  Park,  Lake 
Charles,  Robert  L.  Peyton,  2.  Live 
Oak,  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

March  21-22,  1.  Churchy  Point,  Dan 
Tohline,  2.  Salem  Hilly  Charge, 
Byrd  L.  Terry. 

March  22-23,  1.  Leesville,  Oakley 
Lee,  2.  White’s  Chapel,  Harvey  D. 
Fisher. 

March  23-24,  1.  Merryville,  C.  J. 
Thibodeaux,  2.  Marksville,  Minns 
S'.  Robertson. 

“My  Prayer  Vigil  proved  a  great 
success  in  my  churches.  I  trust  that 
the  results  will  keep  coming  from 
it.  We  will  be  glad  to  join  in  the 
circle  with  prayer  for  the  other 
churches  that  are  yet  to  have 
theirs.”— S.  B.  Dampier. 

“We  are  looking  forward  to  March 
6-7  at  which  time  we  share  in  the 
Prayer  Vigil.  Plans  are  well  under 
way  and  from  all  indications  every 
period  will  be  taken. 

We  are  sure  that  this  is  going  to 
be  a  most  helpful  experience  in 
every  respect.” — C.  Robert  McCam- 
mon. 

The  Day  You  Prayed  For  Me 

You  prayed  for  me  .  .  .  You  did 
not  know  my  need,  or  that  my 
heart  was  very  sore  indeed,  or  that 
I  had  a  fear  I  could  not  quell  .  .  . 
You  sensed  that  with  me  all  was 
not  quite  well,  and  .  .  .  you  prayed 
for  me  .  .  .  My  path  seemed  so 
black,  and  yet  I  knew  there  was  no 
turning  back  .  .  .  Then  in  my  lone¬ 
liness  I  felt  God  near,  and  down  the 
long,  dark  road,  a  light  showed 
clear  .  .  .  Because  you  prayed  for 
me.  And  as  your  prayer, "  like  in¬ 
cense  sweet,  did  soar  .  .  .  God  did, 
in  love,  on  me  a  blessing  pour  .  .  . 
The  day  you  prayed  for  me. — First 
Church-O-Gram,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


FAMILY  NIGHT  AT 
ASBIJRY  CHURCH 

The  first  Family  Night  covered- 
dish  supper  to  be  held  in  the  As- 
bury  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette 
was  held  on  Monday,  February  27. 

The  program  consisted  of  vocal 
solos,  vocal  duets,  pantomimes,  etc., 
by  Elaine  Davis,  Ann  Love,  Mary 
Lou  Campbell,  and  Matt  and  Fran¬ 
ces  Reber  showed  the  colored  slides 
of  the  church  membership,  ground¬ 
breaking,  building  of  and  interior 
°f  the  new  church,  and  other  activi- 
tles  of  the  church.  The  choir  sang 
®  number  and  Louie  Campbell  and 
L  Y.  Foreman  sang  a  duet.  Dick 
^handler  and  Pat  Ellzey  played  Are 
accompaniments  on  the  organ,  and 
Y.  Foreman  acted  as  master  of 

ceremonies. 

The  group  enjoyed  group  singing 
a  Friendship  Circle  was  formed 
oo  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Hudson.— Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber,  Re¬ 
porter. 
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SOUTHWESTERN  DISTRICT  RECREATION 

CONFERENCE 


CHAPLAIN 

APPRECIATES 

SOUTHERN 

HOSPITALITY 

I  should  like  to  express  my  ap¬ 
preciation  of  four  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers  I  met  in  Louisiana  where  it  was 
my  privilege  to  recently  spend  60 
days  on  Exercise  Sage  Brush  as  an 
Army  Chaplain.  The  fine  fellowship 
I  enjoyed  with  fellow  Methodists, 
clergymen  and  laymen,  made  my 
trip  to  their  state  a  memorable  one. 
I  was  born  in  West  Virginia  but 
am  a  member  of  the  Northeast  Ohio 
Conference.  As  a  civilian  I  preached 
in  Indiana.  Massachusetts  and  Ohio. 
For  over  15  years  I  have  served  as 
an  Army  Chaplain.  Nowhere  have 
I  ever  found  hospitality  and  friend¬ 
ship  so  warm  and  cordial. 

A  little  over  five  weeks  was  spent 
near  Natchitoches.  I  shall  long  cher¬ 
ish  the  memory  of  two  Methodist 
preachers  and  their  families  there. 
I  first  met  Rev.  D.  R.  Deen  of  the 
Oak  Grove  Church  and  his  family. 
The  camp  of  my  unit  was  not  far 
from  the  Deen  home.  Their  home 
was  a  home  away  from  home  for 
many  of  my  men.  I  next  met  Rev. 
Benedict  Galloway,  or  First  Church, 
and  his  family.  He  opened  his  church 
to  me  and  my  fellow  chaplains  and 
our  assistants  for  a  dinner  meeting 
and  the  church  women  prepared  a 
wonderful  meal  for  us. 

A  little  less  than  three  weeks  were 
spent  near  Bienville  where  I  met 
two  preachers,  Kenneth  and  Rose 
Carithers.  Never  have  1  seen  such  a 
.hard  working  couple  as  they  are. 
The  Larger  Parish  they  serve  con¬ 
sists  of  four  churches.  Each  church 
has  a  service  each  Sunday  morning 
and  one  service  during  the  week  ex¬ 
cept  on  Monday  and  Saturday  nights. 
The  young  people  of  the  charge  meet 
in  a  different  church  each  Sunday 
evening.  The  service  is  a  splendid 
combination  - of  social  and  spiritual 
fellowship. 

Along  with  my  assistant,  Arthur 
Culpepper,  an  ordained  Southern 
Baptist  clergyman,  we  were  enter¬ 
tained  for  meals  one  or  more  times 
in  each  of  the  three  homes.  I  was 
extended  the  courtesy  of  the  pul¬ 
pit  on  each  charge.  It  was  my  pleas¬ 
ure  to  preach  for  Brothers  Deen  and 
Galloway  once.  I  spoke  to  the  Men’s 
Brotherhood  at  First  Church.  In  the 
Bienville  area  I  had  more  free  time 
than  at  Natchitoches  so  I  really  be¬ 
came  the  third  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Larger  Parish.  In  two  church¬ 
es  I  spoke  once,  in  one  church  twice 
and  in  one  three  times. 

On  Sunday  night  I  rode  in  a  school 
bus  to  Ruston  along  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carithers  and  a  bus  full  of 
young  people  from  the  charge  to 
hear  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin.  What 
a  wonderful,  helpful  and  stimulat¬ 
ing  sermon  the  Bishop  brought  that 
night! 

Thank  you,  Deens,  Calloway  and 
Carithers  for  opening  up  your  hearts, 
homes  and  churches  to  a  fellow 
Methodist  preacher  from  the  North¬ 
east  Ohio  Conference.  —  Karl  L. 
Darkey,  Hqs.  2nd  Log  Command, 
Ft.  Bragg,  N.  C. 


TWO  BOARD  MEMBERS 
TO  BE  ADDED  TO 
CENTENARY 

Two  prominent  Shreveport  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  added  to  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Board  of  Trustees, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference. 

They  are  O.  D.  Harrison,  operator 
of  the  Caddo  Hotel  in  Shreveport 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
OF  LOUISIANA  COLLEGE 
CONFERENCE  f 

Centenary  College  faculty  and 
staff  members  played  prominent 
roles  at  the  recent  18th  amryal 
meeting  of  the  Louisiana  College 
Conference  in  Lake  Charles. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Pate,  head  of  Centen¬ 
ary’s  commerce  and  economics  de¬ 
partment,  served  as  toastmaster  at 
the  banquet  held  Friday  night  and 
also  spoke  at  the  Friday  afternoon 
session  for  teachers  of  commerce. 
He  is  vice  president  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  a  member  of  the  liaison 
committee. 

All  sectional  meetings  and  gener¬ 
al  sessions  were  held  on  the  campus 
of  McNeese  State  College.  The  ban¬ 
quet  was  held  in  the  Majestic  Ho¬ 
tel.  The  two-day  program  was  con¬ 
cluded  Saturday. 

Others  from  Centenary  who  par¬ 
ticipated  were  the  following:  Dr.  E. 
M.  Clark,  head  of  the  English  de¬ 
partment,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
resolutions  committee  and  secretary 
of  the  English  division;  Dean  Leroy 
Vogel,  vice  chairman  of  the  deans’ 
division;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hughes, 
secretary  of  the  education  division, 
and  Wilfred  Guerin  of  the  English 
faculty,  who  presented  a  paper  at 
the  English  sectional  meeting. 

Dr.  Ralph  Squires,  head  of  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  school  of  music,  spoke  on 
the  topic,  “The  Musician  Speaks”, 
at  the  music  section,  and  James 
Hull  Miller,  associate  professor  of 
drama,  spoke  at  the  speech  divi¬ 
sional  meeting.  Mrs.  Margaret  Mc¬ 
Donald,  director  of  the  Centenary 
News  Bureau,  spoke  on  the  panel 
for  joournalism  and  public  relations 
officers. 

Others  from  Centenary  who  at¬ 
tended  the  conference  were  Miss 
Betty  McKnight,  Mrs.  Fariebee  Self, 
William  Shahda,  Dr.  Orin  Wilkins, 
A.  Hood  Roberts,  Dr.  A.  J.  Middle- 
brooks,  Drr  W.  F.  Pledger  and  Mrs. 
Willie  Luce. 


and  R.  Zehnter  Biedenharn,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Coca  Cola  Bott¬ 
ling  Co.  of  Shreveport.  Mr.  Harrison 
is  former  head  of  the  board'  of  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  an  active  member.  Mr. 
Biedenharn  heads  the  Board  pf 
Stewards  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church.  He  attended  Centenary  in 
the  1920’s. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  the  college  charter 
provides  that  the  board  itself  may 
nominate  new  members,  but  the 
Conference  actually  elects  them. 
However,  the  board  is  given  auth¬ 
ority  to  fill  openings  on  the  board 
until  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
the  Conference  is  held. 

At  a  recent  called  meeting,  Dr. 
Mickle  said,  the  board  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  its  size  be  increased 
to  48  with  two  additional  exofficio 
members.  This  action  was  taken  in 
view  of  the  college’s  growth  and 
development  and  increasing  impor¬ 
tance  to  Louisiana  and  the  South¬ 
west.  The  need  for  securing  ad¬ 
ditional  leadership  activiely  inter¬ 
ested  in  Centenary’s  growth  also 
was  mentioned  as  a  factor  in  the 
decision. 

At  present,  the  college  charter 
authorizes  36  members,  divided  into 
groups  of  12  each,  with  each  serv¬ 
ing  for  three  years.  In  addition,  the 
college  president  and  the  bishop  of 


A  Southwestern  District  Recrea¬ 
tion  Conference  of  the  National 
Recreation  Association  will  be  held 
in  Baton  Rouge,  April  4-7.  This 
year  there  is  to  be  a  section  for 
church  recreation  leaders  which 
will  last  only  two  days,  April  5-6. 
Included  in  the  section  will  be  a 
session  on  Trends  in  Church  Rec¬ 
reation,  Party  Planning,  Group 
Singing  Instruction,  Co-ordinating 
Community  Resources,  Teenagers 
and  Their  Problems,  Preparing  for 
Our  Later  Years  of  Life,  and  Fam^ 
ily  Recreation. 

There  will  also  be  a  tour  of 
church  recreation  facilities  and  ex¬ 
hibits  and  displays  of  recreation 
equipment  and  materials,  and  a 
demonstration  party  to  close  out 
the  section.  All  church  recreation 
and  materials,  and  a  demonstration 
party  to  close  out  the  section.  All 
church  recreation  leaders,  ministers 
and  laymen,  are  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend,  according  to  Don  Barnes,  min¬ 
ister  of  Christian  Education  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Any  persons  interested  and 
wanting  further  information,  write 
Mr.  Barnes  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


CLASS  GIVES  MEMORIAL 
FOR  FORMER  TEACHER 

An  attractive  bookmark  for  the 
pulpit  Bible  was  presented  to  the 
Cameron  Wakefield  Methodist 
Church  by  James  Watts  in  behalf 
of  the  Intermediate  Sunday  School 
Class  in  memory  of  L.  B.  Welch.  Mr. 
Welch  had  served  as  teacher  of  the 
class  for  many  years.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  was  made  at  the  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  on  February  26. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
^Service  of  the  church  has  recently 
completed  the  study  of  the  Indian 
American.  Mrs.  Conway  LeBleu 
conducted  the  lessons  and  Mrs.  Vir¬ 
gil  Culpepper,  wife  of  the  pastor, 
led  in  a  final  ritual  which  climaxed 
with  each  member  pinning  on  her 
lapel  a  tiny  pair  of  Indian  mocca¬ 
sins  which  are  to  serve  as  a  remind, 
er  that  a  person  is  nQt  to  judge  an¬ 
other  until  he  has  walked  two 
moons  in  his  moccasins.  As  follow¬ 
up  activities  a  cash  offering  will  be 
sent  for  Indian  work  in  Farmington, 
New  Mexico.  Clothing  will  be  sent 
to  Dulas,  Louisiana,  and  the  group 
will  visit  an  Indian  village  in  Lou¬ 
isiana. 

An  outstanding  project  for  the 
year  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  has  been  to  pro¬ 
vide  recreation  for  the  youth.  A 
party  is  held  monthly  for  various 
age  groups.  The  February  party  was 
given  for  the  Junior  and  Intermedi¬ 
ate  Departments.  Mrs.  Frank  Welch, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Steed  and  Miss  Iris 
Pichnic  served  as  hostesses.  Ap¬ 
proximately  25  young  people  were 
present. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  the  re¬ 
vival  Which  is  scheduled  for  the 
week  of  March  11-18.  Rev.  Henry  S. 
Brooks  of  Epworth  Methodist 
Church,  S'avannah^JS-a.,  will  conduct 
the  worship  services. — Iris  Pichnic, 
Publicity  Secretary,  Cameron 
Wakefield  Memorial  Church. 


the  Louisiana  Conference  serve  as 
ex-officio  members.  Paul  M.  Brown 
of  Shreveport  is  chairman  of  the 
board. 
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*  CHILDREN 

ANNIE  WINBURNE,  Editor 


Two  Happy  Holidays 


JOYS  OF  SPRING 


I  like  the  March  wind,  as  it  blows, 
My  windmill,  my,  how  last  it  goes! 

I  speed  along  at  merry  pace, 

While  wind  and  sun  are  in  my  face. 

These  are  some  of  the  joys  of  spring 
To  share  and  happiness  they  bring. 

— A.E.W. 


iREDDIE!”  Stan  dashed  over 
to  his  friend  who  was  stand - 
ing  outside  the  classroom. 
“I’m  glad  I  found  you.  I’ve 
something  very  important  to  .  .  .” 
Before  he  finished  the  bell  rang 
and  everyone  dashed  for  the  door. 
Stanley  just  had  time  to  hiss,  “Tell 
you  later!”  before  Miss  Silverman 
called  the  class  to  order. 

“This  is  the  last  day  before  our 
spring  vacation,”  she  began,  “and 
I  know  you’re  all  looking  forward 
to  it.  The  nice  part  of  it  is  that 
it’s  more  than  just  a  vacation.  It’s 
a  celebration  of  TWO  holidays — 
Passover  and  Easter.  I  thought  we 
might  have  a  celebration  of  our 
own,  so  I  planned  a  little  game.  I’ll 
write  some  words  on  the  blackboard 
and  see  if  you  can  make  them  ap¬ 
ply  to  BOTH  holidays.” 

Miss  Silverman  took  a  piece  of 
chalk  and  wrote  the  words:  hap¬ 
py,  thankful,  spring,  food,  ^eggs, 
games,  songs,  preparations,  services 
and  children. 

Freddie’s  hand  flew  up.  “I  know 
about  the  word  ‘happy’,”  he  said. 
“I  think  they’re  both  happy  holi¬ 
days.  The  Christian  are  happy  be¬ 
cause  Christ  rose  from  the  dead 
and  the  Jewish  people  are  happy, 
too.” 

Miss  Silverman  nodded.  Good! 
Now  .  .  .  why  are  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  happy?” 

Irma,  a  bright-eyed  girl  who  sat 
in  the  front  row,  raised  her  hand. 
“It’s  because  a  long  time  ago,  the 
Jews  escaped  from  Egypt  where 
they  were  slaves.” 

“And  they  are  thankful,  too,”  add¬ 
ed  James,  nearly  jumping  out  of 
his  seat  with  eagerness.  “They  were 
just  as  thankful  for  their  freedom 
as  the  Christians  were  to  have 
Christ  back  again.” 

Miss  Silverman  smiled.  “That’s 
very  true.  Freedom  and  good  will 
are  worth  getting  excited  about.” 

“May  I  take  the  word  ‘prepara¬ 
tion’?”  asked  Nina,  a  little  Italian 
girl  who  had  just  moved  into  the 
neighborhood.  “We  all  buy  new 
dresses  and  hats  and  shoes  and  lots 
of  pretty  things  to  wear  on  Easter. 
That’s  the  part  I  like.” 

“What  I  like  best  is  that  when 
Lent  is  over,  we  don’t  have  to 
feast  and  we  may  eat  candy  again,” 
burst  in  little  Dennis  Hickey, 
smacking  his  lips  at  the  very 
thought  of  all  the  Easter  goodies. 

“I  don’t  blame  you,”  laughed  Miss 


Silverman.  “Now,  Freda  will  you 
tell  us  what  happens  on  the  first 
evening  of  Passover?” 

Freda  tossed  her  pretty,  curly 
head.  “Oh,  yes.  We  really  have  a 
good  time.  We  have  a  very  big  feast 
and  it’s  called  a  Seder.  Daddy  sits 
at  the  head  of  the  table  and  tells 
us  stories  of  the  holiday  and  why 
we  eat  matzoh  instead  of  bread. 
Then  father  hides  a  piece  of  matzoh 
and  the  child  who  finds  it  gets  a 
present.  We  eat  nuts  and  sing  songs 
and  it’s  the  most  wonderful  meal 
in  the  whole  year.” 

“How  about  the  eggs?”  remind¬ 
ed  Miss  Silverman.  “Nobody’s  men¬ 
tioned  them  yet.” 

Stanley  raised  his  hand.  “In  the 
Seder  Freda  was  telling  you  about 
there  is  always  a  roasted  egg  on 
the  table.  Father  says  it  stands  for 
hope  and  new  life  of  the  Jews  when 
they  escaped  from  Egypt.” 

“That’s  just  like  our  Easter  eggs,” 
interrupted  Freddie.  “Our  Sunday 
school  teacher  said  that  they  re¬ 
mind  us  of  the  new  life  for  every¬ 
body  when  Christ  came  back.” 

When  the  bell  rang,  noboby  seem¬ 
ed  to  hear  it.  All  the  children  were 
too  busy  talking  at  the  same  time. 
Miss  Silverman  said  she  was  sorry 
the  game  had  to  come  to  an  end, 
but  suggested  that  the  children 
might  continue  to  play  it  on  the 
way  home.  She  wished  them  all  a 
happy  vacation  and  said  she’d  see 
them  after  the  holidays. 

This  time  it  was  Freddie  who 
rushed  over  to  Stanley.  “Wasn’t  that 
fun?  I  almost  didn’t  want  to  leave. 
Say,  Stan,  that  Seder  you  have 
sounds  swell!” 

“That  what  I  wanted  to  talk  to 
you  about,”  exclaimed  Stanley.  “The 
Seder.  Mother  and  Father  said  I 
could  invite  a  friend.  So  I’m  in¬ 
viting  you.  Will  you  come?” 

“Will  I!”  shouted  Freddie,  “Oh 
boy.  I  can  hardly  wait.” — RPC 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Nurse:  “How  did  John  get  such 
a  large  bump  on  his  head?” 

Joe:  “It  was  because  of  his  poor 
English.” 

Nurse:  “Poor  English?  How  could 
that  be?” 

Joe:  “We  were  putting  in  fence 
posts,  and  be  said,  ‘I’ll  set  this  post 


in  the  hole;  then  when  I  nod  my 
head,  you  take  the  hammer  and  hit 
it.’  So  I  did.” 

*  *  * 

The  talkative  lady  was  telling 
her  husband  about  the  bad  manners 
of  a  recent  visitor.  “If  that  woman 
yawned  once  while  I  was  talking  to 
her,  John,”  she  exclaimed,  “she 
yawned  a  dozen  times-” 

Her  husband  thought  a  moment, 
then  said,  considerately,  “Maybe  she 
wasn’t  yawning,  Mary.  Maybe  she 
was  trying  to  say  something.” 

*  *  * 

A  small  boy  was  told  that  when 
visitors  came  to  the  house  it  was 
his  duty  to  pay  them  some  atten¬ 
tion: 

Shortly  afterward  a  Mrs.  Daniel 
called.  The  small  boy  shook  hands 
with  her  politely  and  exclaimed  in 
his  best  drawingroom  manner: 
“How  do  you  do,  Mrs.  Daniel.  I’ve 
just  been  reading  about  your  hus¬ 


band  in  the  den  of  lions.” — You.  g 
*  *  * 

A  small  boy,  who  afterward  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  a  nephew  of  one  of  the 
mayor’s  stenographers,  was  wander¬ 
ing  about  in  the  City  Hall  when 
one  of  the  officials  there  happened 
upon  him. 

“Well,  sonny,”  inquired  the  man, 
congenially,  “for  whom  are  yon 
looking?” 

“For  my  Aunt  Kate.” 

“Can’t  you  find  her?” 

“I  can’t  seem  to.” 

'“And  you  don’t  know  where  she 
is?” 

“Not  exactly.  She’s  in  here  some¬ 
where,  though,  and  I  know  that  the 
mayor  works- in  her  office.” 

*  *  * 

“What  is  a  metaphor?”  asked 
the  teacher. 

The  bright  pupil  waved  a  hand' 
“I  know!  It’s  to  keep  cows  in-  " 
Argonaut. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD*81 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF 
CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF 
CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  PARAGOULD,  MARCH  20-22 

“TO  DO  MY  MASTER’S  WILL”  _ 

TUESDAY 

2  00  p.m.  Convening  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting . Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  president 

Greetings  . . Mrs.  F.  A.  Poe,  local  president 

Business 

Message — “To  Do  My  Master's  Will,  Moment  By  Moment” . 

. Dr.  Margaret  Applegarth 

4:15  p.m.  Tea 

6:00  p.m.  Literature  Banquet — Mrs.  Paul  Bumpers,  presiding 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley,  speaker 

7:15  p.m.  Message  . . . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

WEDNESDAY 

9:00  a.m.  Holy  Communion 

Meditation:  “Moments  to  Remember” . Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin 

Business 

12:00  noon  World  Federation  Luncheon,  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  presiding 
1:15  p.m.  Fellowship  of  Singing 

Prayer  Moments  . Miss  Iris  Bell 

Message  . Mr.  Willard  P.  Bass 

A  Fellowship  of  Sharing 

6:00  p.m.  Fellowship  Dinner 

7:15  p.m.  Youth  Choir 

“The  Book  of  Life” — Officers’  Report 

President’s  Message  . . Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell 

Pledge  Service  . Mrs.  William  Hall 

THURSDAY 

9:00  a.m.  One  Fellowship  of  Love  . Miss  Mary  Chaffin 

Business 

Installation  of  Officers  and  Consecration  Service . Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley 

12 :00  Luncheon 


FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  MALVERN 


MARCH  20-22 


“LEST  WE  MISS  THY  KINGDOM’S  GOAL” 


TUESDAY 


10:00  a.m.  Executive  Committee  Meeting 


10:00  a.m. -2:00  p.m.  Registration 

12:00  noon  Tuesday  through  Wednesday  Prayer  Vigil 

2:00  p.m.  Convening  of  Conference . Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson,  president 

Business 

“Measuring  Our  Growth”  . Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole 

Address  . Mr.  Willard  P.  Bass 


MRS.  E.  G.  KAETZELL 

METHODISM’S  PROPHETIC 
ADVENTURE 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

°f  a  given  people  to  know  how  to 
begin  to  study  those  problems  even 
though  they  may  not  have  thereto¬ 
fore  come  in  contact  with  that  par¬ 
ticular  national  group. 

“Before  the  formal  establishment 
°f  the  School,  the  University  has 
m°ved  forward  to  develop  two  pro¬ 
grams. 

“First,  the  State  Department  had 
aWarded  to  The  American  Univer- 
Slty  a  contract  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  up  an  American  Language 
Center — an  orientation  center  for 
Personnel  which  the  State  Depart- 
ment  brings  here  from  abroad.  From 
j*  meager  beginning  this  program 
has  grown  until  it  is  one  of  the 
outstanding  programs  for  foreign 
Personnel  being  'offered  by  an 
American  university.  Well  over  1,- 
People  went  through  this  orien- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


DR.  KENNETH  L.  MAXWELL 


WANDA  STAHLEY 


6:30  p.m.  International  Banquet — Dr.  Kenneth  Maxwell,  speaker 
Madrigal  Singers,  H.S.T.C. 

WEDNESDAY 

9:00  a.m.  Memorial  Service  . Mrs.  H.  King  Wade 

President’s  Message  . Mrs.  Henderson 

Election  of  Officers 

Message  . Dr.  Margaret  T:  Applegarth 

12 :00  Box  Luncheon 

2:00  p.m.  Workshops 

Spiritual  Growth  . Dorothy  Kelley 

Christian  Outreach  . . . .\ . Mrs.  George  Meyer 

Widening  Fellowship  . Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole 

4:15  p.m.  Autograph  Party 

7 :30  p.m.  Worship  . Malvern  Young  People 

Message  . Wanda  Stahley 

THURSDAY 

9:00  a.m.  Pledge  Service 
Business 

Panel:  “Lest  We  Miss  Thy  Kingdom’s  Goal”:  Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cotton,  mod¬ 
erator 

Installation  of  officers 

Message  . .  Dr.  Margaret  T.  Applegarth 

12 :00  Adjourn 


^ARCH  15,  1956 


Miss  Wanda  Stahley,  Stuttgart,  has  spent  five  years  as  a  missionary 
in  India,  and  is  now  on  furlough,  studying  at  Oberlin  Seminary.  Many 
friends  will  remember  when  Wanda  was  commissioned  a  missionary  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  in  October,  1950,  at  Asbury  Church,  Little  Rock. 

Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Maxwell  is  the  associate  Executive  Director  of  the 
Department  of  International  Affairs  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
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Arkansas  Women  To  Hear  Dr.  Applegarth 


Women  of  Arkansas  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  hear  Dr.  Margaret 
Applegarth  at  a  number  of  places, 
as  she  will  be  one  of  the  guest 
speakers. at  North  Arkansas  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild,  and  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
both  North  Arkansas  and  Little 
Rock  Conferences. 

Dr.  Applegarth  of  New  York  City 
has  never  been  on  salary  with  any 
religious  organization  or  with  any 
denomination,  and  yet  has  spent  her 
entire  working  life  as  a  free-lance 
speaker,  constantly  going  on  Preach¬ 
ing  Missions  under  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  attending 
summer  conferences.  A  year  ago  she 
was  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  for  the  School 
of  Missions,  and  attended  seven  oth¬ 
er  schools,  teaching  the  “Five  Spir¬ 
itual  Classics”,  using  five  chapters 
from  her  own  latest  book  “Moment 
by  Moment”. 

Miss  Applegarth  has  written  30 
other  books,  of  which  “Men  Are  As 
Trees  Walking”  is  next  to  the  last. 
In  September,  1955,  she  spoke  at 
The  Upper  Room,  Nashville,  and 
was  presented  “The  Upper  Room 
Citation”  in  recognition  of  outstand¬ 
ing  service  in  World  Christian  Fel¬ 
lowship.  She  was  the  first  woman 
to  receive  this,  other  recipients  be¬ 
ing  John  R.  Mott,  Frank  Laubach, 
Bishop  Ralph  Cushman  and  Pres- 


DR.  MARGARET  APPLEGARTH 


ident  Mackey  of  Princeton. 

Because  of  the  varied  work  she 
has  done,  Miss  Applegarth  has  been 
made  a  Life  Member  of  five  differ¬ 
ent  denominations. 

Miss  Applegarth  has  graciously 
consented  to  autograph  her  books, 
and  both  conferences  will  have  some 
for  sale  in  the  Literature  room. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 
Vacation  Church  School  Institutes 

Each  district  will  be  making  plans 
for  one  or  more  institutes  on  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School  program.  The 
Fayetteville  has  already  announced 
two  meetings:  Bentonville  and 
Berry  ville,  April  10  and  11. 

While  each  church  is  free  to 
choose  its  own  units  for  the  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School,  we  have  sug¬ 
gested  three  units  in  keeping  with 
the  suggestion  that  Bible  units  be 
'used  this  year.  They  are: 

Kindergarten,  Stories  About 
Jesus,  Brumley. 

Primary,  Jesus,  the  Friend,  Roor- 
bach. 

junior,  W e  would  Follow  Jesus, 
Crosby. 

You  are  to  order  your  texts  from 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
1021  McGee  St.,  Kansas  City  6,  Mo. 
These  materials  should  be  ordered 
at  once  so  your  workers  can  read 
the  materials  before  the  institute 
is  held.  «• 

Your  church  may  have  some  of 
these  units. 

North  Little  Rock  Area  School 

The  North  Little  Rock  Area  Train¬ 
ing  School  is  to  be  held  in  the  Levy 
Methodist  Church,  March  18-22,  be¬ 
ginning  at  2:30  p.m.,  March  18.  The 
following  courses  are  to  be  offered: 

The  Child’s  Approach  to  Religion, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Monday 

Guiding  Seniors  and  Older  Youth, 
Rev.  Paul  Caldwell 

Christian  Beliefs  (Youth  Only) 
Rev  Lee  Cate 

Music  in  Christian  Education, 
Rev.  V.  Earle  Copes 

The  Meanin§  Methodism,  Rev. 
J.  William  Watson 

The  Book  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles,  Dr.  Walter  Hearn 

When  you  see  this  list  of  In¬ 
structors  you  should  not  need  to 
be  urged  to  attend  this  school.  It 
is  a  real  opportunity  for  any  church 
member  over  15  years  of  age.  You 
note  that  it  is  not  just  for  teachers 
of  the  church  school.  Plan  now  to 
be  in  each  of  the  five  sessions,  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  and  Monday  through 
Thursday  night. 


Dr.  Eller  In  Conference 

Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  is  to  be  in 
our  conference  for  ten  days,  March 
16-25.  He  is  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
March  16-18;  Berryville,  March  19- 
21;  and  Harrison,  March  22-25.  Dr. 
Eller  has  made  a  splendid  contri¬ 
bution  in  teaching  Bible  in  our  con¬ 
ference  during  recent  years.  All 
who  are  within  reach  -of  these  cen¬ 
ters  listed  should  use  this  excellent 
opportunity  to  take  a  course  with 
Dr.  Eller.  He  will  be  offering  the 
course  on  New  Testament  in  the 
Life  of  Today  (Sulphur  Springs); 
and  Life  of  Jesus  (Berryville  and 
Harrison). 

Miss  Sue  Osment  is  to  teach  the 
course  on  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship,  Berryville  School,  at  the  time 
Dr.  Eller  is  there. 


Baiesville  School 

A  five  unit  school  has  been  plan- 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  INSTITUTES  IN 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

The  following  Vacation  Church 
School  Institutes  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  Alexandria  District: 

April  11,  Oakdale,  10:00  a.m.  — 
12:00  noon 

April  12,  Pineville,  7:00  p.m.  — 
9:00  p.m/ 

April  13,  Montgomery,  10:00  a.m. 
— 12:00  noon 


COACHING  CONFERENCE 
FOR  VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 

A  coaching  Conference  for  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  Schools  was  held  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
on  February  21-22.  District  teams 
from  the  six  districts  of  the  Little 
Rock' Conference  and  ope  team  from 
the  Southwest  Conference,  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Conference.  Excellent 
leadership  was  provided  in  each  de¬ 
partment  by  the  following  persons: 

Kindergarten,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Wooten, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Primary,  Mrs.  John  Hefley,  Cros- 
sett. 

Junior,  Mrs.  Leslie  Thompson, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Spitze,  Little  Rock. 

Nursery,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates,  Little 
Rock. 

Texts  which  were  used  as  re¬ 
source  materials  for  the  Coaching 
Conference  were  as  follows: 

Nursery,  Religious  Nurture  in 
Church  and  Home,  by  Lloyd 

Kindergarten,  My  Home  and 
Family,  by  Roorbach,  and  My  Fam¬ 
ily  and  My  Friends,  by  Odell 

Primary,  Love  One  Another,  by 
McDowell 

Junior,  Living  and  Working  To¬ 
gether  As  Christians,  by  Kelsey 

These  are  the  texts  which  will  be 
presented  in  the  district  institutes, 
and  which  will  be  largely  used  in 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  this 
summer. — Mrs.  N.  F.  Bates. 


ned  for  the  Batesville  Area,  March 
19-23,  with  the  following  courses 
being  offered: 

Home  and  Church  Working  To¬ 
gether,  Rev.  Donald  Reid 

Guiding  Intermediates,  Miss  Re- 
genia  Watson 

Finding  Your  Life  Work,  Rev. 
George  Stewart,  a  course  for  youth 
only. 

The  Meaning  of  Methodism,  Rev. 
Gerald  Hammett 

The  Work  of  the  Local  Church, 
Ira  A.  Brumley. 

Last  year  Batesville  had  the  best 
interest  we  have  ever  known  in  a 
Batesville  School.  We  believe  with 
the  courses  being  offered  this  year 
we  can  have  another  great  school. 


One  hundred  and  twelve  training 
enterprises  have  been  reported  this 
conference  year  with  over  2700 
course  cards  granted,  which  is  more 
than  700  ahead  of  this  time  last 
year.  Last  year  was 'a  record  year 
for  training  work  in  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference.  A  new  record  wall 
be  set  this  year. 

Our  cooperative  plan  on  the  use 
of  the  course  on  The  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  in  a  Revolutionary  World  has. 
helped  make  possible  this  increase. 


MANUAL  FOR  DISTRICT  DIRECTORS 
OF  GENERAL  CHURCH  SCHOOL  WORK 


TRAINING  FOR  JUNIOR 
CAMP  LEADERS 

Miss  LaDonna  Bogardus,  from 
Isashville,  Tennessee,  wijl  lead  Ju¬ 
nior  Camp  staffs  in  a  two-day  train¬ 
ing  period  at  Camp  Aldersgate 
April  2-3.  Miss  Bogardus  has  speci¬ 
fic  responsibility  for  Junior  Camp¬ 
ing  in  the  Methodist  Church  and  has 
written  several  books  and  pamph¬ 
lets  in  this  field. 

All  persons  interested  in  camping 
with  Juniors,  whether  day  camping 
or  residence  camping,  are  urged  to 
attend.  Delegates  will  register  at 
11:00  a.m.  on  April  2nd,  and  the 
camp  will  close  at  3:00  p.m.  on  Tues¬ 
day,  April  3rd.  The  entire  cost  for 
the  training  period  will  be  $3.50 
which  includes  insurance.  There  is 
no  registeration  fee.  Delegates  liv¬ 
ing  in  Little  Rock  may  wish  to  com¬ 
mute,  in  which  case  they  will  pay 
for  their  meals  and  insurance  fee. 
However  all  delegates  will  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  all  sessions. 

All  churches  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  area  who  are  planning 
to  have  a  Day  Camp  this  summer, 
or  in  the  near  future,  are  urged  to 
select  their  staff  and  send  as  many 
as  possible  to  this  training  camp. 
This  is  an  opportunity  that  we  may 
not  have  again  for  several  years. 
Staffs  of  resident  camps  are  urged 
to  attend  also.  The  training  re¬ 
ceived  will  be  equally  valuable  for 
both. 

Several  pieces  /6f  resource  mater¬ 
ials  will  be  available  for  delegates 
to  look  over  and  to  evaluate,  but 
the  text  which  win  be  emphasized 
is:  GOD  AT  WORK  IN  HIS  WORLD, 
by  Mary  Venable.  Camp  leaders 
are  urged  to  order  this  material 
from  the  Methodist  Publishing  ^ 
House  and  bring  it  to  camp  with’ 
them,  price  $1.75  for  the  leaders 
guide. 

For  further  information  write  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Bates,  525  Exchange  Building, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 


STAFF  MEMBERS 
GIVEN  OFFICES  AT 
COLLEGE  CONFERENCE 

Four  members  of  the  Centenary 
College  faculty  and  staff  were  elec¬ 
ted  to  sectional  offices  at  the  18th 
annual  Louisiana  College  Confer¬ 
ence  held  recently  at  McNeese  State 
College  in  Lake  Charles.  Dean  Le¬ 
roy  Vogel  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  dean’s  division,  Dr.  E.  M.  Clark, 
head  of  the  Centenary  department 
of  English,  was  chosen  vice-chair¬ 
man  of  the  English  section,  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hughes  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  education  section.  Mrs. 
Margaret  McDonald,  director  of  the 
Centenary  College  News  Bureau, 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  journal- 
ism-public  relations  section. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Pate,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  commerce  and  econo¬ 
mics,  served  as  toast-master  at  the 
principal  banquet  held  during  the 
two-day  meeting. 


/ 

Sometimes  blank  pages  are  more 
inportant  than  printed  pages. 

An  example  of  this  is  the  blank 
page  in  A  Manual  for  Disirict  Di¬ 
rectors  of  General  Church  School 
Work.  It  is  not  blank  by  accident. 
On  this  page  the  district  director 
of  general  church  school  work  is 
expected  to  write  down  what  he 
is  going  to  try  to  accomplish  this 
year  —  after  reading  the  manual 
and  after  talking  with  his  district 
superintendent  and  conference  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary. 

Some  of  the  things  the  director 
will  want  to  write  on  the  blank 
page  are: 

“Get  an  assistant  superintendent 
for  membership  cultivation  on  the 
job  in  every  church  yi  the  district 
and  a  real  increase  in  church  school 
membership  and  attendance.” 

“Get  as  many  new  church  schools 
started  as  possible.” 

“Start  a  lot  of  new  Methodist 
Sunday  Evening  Fellowships.” 

“Give  church  school  evangelism 
a  big  push.” 

“Make  a  greater  effort  to  increase 
the  fourth  Sunday  offering  for 
World  Service.” 

The  blank  page  will  probably 
contain  algo  memos  about  alcohol 
education,  the  Christian  family, 
special  days,  missionary  education, 
better  music,  race  relations,  tithing, 
how  to  get  and  keep  good  teachers. 

Prepared  by  the  Rev.  Walter 
Towner,  director  of  the  Department 
of  General  Church  School  Work, 
'  General  Board  of  Education,  the 
booklet  contains  a  wealth  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  activities  of  general 
church  school  workers.  It  is  free 
to  district  directors  of  general 
church  school  work. 

A  Manual  for  District  Directors  of 
General  Church,  School  Work  (8357- 
B)  is  available  from  the  Service  De¬ 
partment,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 


CAMP  LEADERS 
TRAINING  SESSIONS 

Teams  from  the  eight  districts  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  will  meet 
at  Camp  Brewer,  April'  3,  4,  5,  for 
special  training  in  directing  Junior, 
Intermediate,  Senior,  and  Older 
Adult  camps. 

Miss  Virginia  Stafford  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  staff  will  serve  as  spec¬ 
ial  consultant  and  will  direct  the 
staffs  of  the  Older  Adult  camps. 

The  district  teams  will  include 
one  leader  for  each  age  group  camp 
and  the  district  director  of  camp¬ 
ing.  These  teams  will  return  to  the 
districts  and  train  the  district  camp 
staffs  in  May. 

Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  Rev.  Luthei 
Booth,  Rev.  Ned  Stout,  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Thomp¬ 
son  will  assist  in  the  program. 

The  camp  opens  at  1:30,  Tuesday 
afternoon,  and  closes  at  noon  0,1 
Thursday. 
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F.  O.  Clarifies  JSeiv  Legislation  On 
Church  ^Bulletin  Rates 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The  Post  Office  Department  has  clarified 
legislation,  sponsored  by  Rep.  James  C.  Wright  (D.-Tex.)  and  approved 
by  Congress  last  July,  which  makes  it  easier  for  church  bulletins  to  obtain 
second-class  mailing  privileges. 

It  said  here  that  churches  and  church  organizations  may  be  eligible, 
under  the  legislation,  to  mail  at  second-class  rates  their  printed  publications 
that  are  issued  on  a  regular  schedule. 

The  department  said  that  rural  church  bulletins  obtaining  second- 

class  mail  privileges  will  be  given  ■  _ _ - 

the  “free-in-county”  mailing  privi¬ 
leges  traditionally  enjoyed  by  week¬ 
ly  newspapers  only  when  they  meet 
the  basic  requirements  for  such 
privileges  as  prescribed  by  section 
132.113,  Postal  Manual.  This  publi¬ 
cation  may  be  consulted  at  any  post 
office. 

Basically,  the  Wright  bill  permits 
printed  church  publications  to  ob¬ 
tain  second-class  mail  privileges 
without  maintaining  a  list  of  sub¬ 
scribers,  when  they  do  not  carry 
miscellaneous  advertising.  Such 
publications  without  subscribers 
would  not  be  entitled  to  the  “free 
in  county”  privilege  since  the  postal 
laws  and  regulations  say  that  a 
second-cl^ss  publication  may  go  free 
of  postage  only  to  “subscribers”  re¬ 
siding  on  a  rural  route  emanating 
from  a  post  office  which  does  not 
have  city  or  village  letter  carrier 
service,  within  the  county  where 
the  publication  is  printed  and  pub¬ 
lished. 

Under  the  simplified  procedures, 
nation-wide  publications  of  bona- 
fide  church  organizations  also  can 
be  entered  as  second-class  mail. 

In  order  to  qualify  for  second-class 
mail  privileges,  a  publication  must 
be  printed,  either  from  type  or  by 
offset  process,  and  cannot  be  mim¬ 
eographed.  Second-class  mail  is  de¬ 
fined  in  postal  regulations  as 
“printed  matter.” 


Princess  Becomes  First  Woman 
To  Occupy  Historic  Episcopal 
Pulpit 

Philadelphia  (RNS)  —  Princess 
Ileana  of  the  deposed  royal  family 
of  Romania  became  the  first  woman 
to  occupy  the  pulpit  of  historic 
Christ  Episcopal  Church  here.  She 
spoke  at  a  noon-hour  weekday  Len¬ 
ten  service. 

The  princess,  daughter  of  the  late 
Queen  Marie  and  a  grand-daughter 
of  Queen  Victoria  of  England,  is  a 
member  of  the  Romanian  Orthodox 
Church. 

During  her  20  minute  talk  Prin¬ 
cess  Ileana  Said:  “Worldly  success 
is  nof  really  success,  and  it  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  we  are 
in  the  right.  By  worldly  standards, 
Christ  was  a  failure.” 

The  princess  was  presented  by  the 
Rev.  Ernest  A.  Harding,  rector,  with 
one  of  the  100  newly-coined  gold- 
finished  medals  bearing  the  ancient 
seal  of  the  church. 


Seminaries  To  Sponsor  Palestine 
Archaeological  Expedition 

Madison,  N.  J.  (RNS) — Drew  the¬ 
ological  seminary  here  (Methodist) 
and  McCormick  seminary  (Presby¬ 
terian)  in  Chicago  will  join  in  the 
first  major  American  archaeological 
excavation  in  Palestine  since  World 
War  II. 

Plans  for  an  expedition  to  the  an¬ 
cient  city  of  Shechem,  to  be  carried 
out  in  three  major  phases  over  the 
next  five  years,  were  announced  by 
Presidents  Fred  G.  Holloway  of 
Drew  and  Robert  Worth  Frank  of 
McCormick. 

The  expedition  will  be  led  by  Dr. 
George  Ernest  Wright,  professor  of 
Old  Testament  at  McCormick  and 
editor  of  The  Biblical  Archaeolo¬ 
gist.  Dean  Bernhard  W.  Anderson 
of  Drew  will  be  administrative  di¬ 
rector. 

Major  campaigns  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion  are  planned  for  1957,  1959  and 
1961.  Dr.  Wright  and  Dean  Ander¬ 
son  will  visit  the  site  this  summer 
to  make  preliminary  arrange¬ 
ments.  They  will  be  accompanied 
oy  Dr.  Frank  Cross  of  McCormick, 
°^e  o  f  two  American  scholars  -on 
the  International  team  which  is 
•’anslating  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls, 
and  Dr.  Lawrence  E.  Toombs  of 
Drew. 


Pasfor  Marks  50th  Anniversary 
With  Church 

Philadelphia  (RNS) —  Dr.  Howard 
K. .  Williams  observed  his  ^50th  an¬ 
niversary  as  a  "pastor  of  Alpha  Bap¬ 
tist  church  here  and  received  tri¬ 
butes  from  leaders  of  the  American 
Baptist  Convention. 

Under  his  ministry,  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  the  industrial  community 
of  Kensington  has  remained  large 
and  active  despite  considerable  pop¬ 
ulation  change.  The  Sunday  school, 
one  of  the  Jew  held  in  the  afternoon, 
is  the  largest  Baptist  school  in  the 
city. 

For  years,  this  “workingman’s 
church”  has  led  churches  of  the  city 
in  its  support  of  the  American  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

Alpha  was  the  first  church  in  the 
city  to  open  a  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Last  year,  Dr.  Williams  es¬ 
tablished  the  Kensington  Christian 
Center  near  the  church  in  a  pro¬ 
gram  to  prevent  delinquency. 

He  has  just  relinquished  a  radio 
ministry  which  he  conducted  over 
a  local  station  for  20  years. 


World's  Jewish 
Population  11,908,443 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  World 
.Jewish  population  increased  58,557 
in  1955  to  a  total  of  11,908,443  or 
0.4  per  cent  of  the  world  popula¬ 
tion  of  2,500,000,000,  according  to 
the  57th  annual  American  Jewish 
Year  Book  published  here  by  the 
American  Jewish  Committee. 

The  United  States  continues  to 
have  the  largest  Jewish  population 
of  any  nation,  with  5,200,000  of  3.1 
per  cent  of  its  165,248,000  total,  the 
yearbook  said. 

After  the  U.  S.  come  the  Soviet 
Union  Tyith  an  estimated  2,000,000; 
Israel  with  1,550,958;  England  with 
450,000;  and  Argentina  with  260,000. 
Canada  has  230,000. 

Distribution  of  the  Jewish  popu¬ 
lation  by  continents  is  given  as 
North  and  South  America  6,062,362; 
Europe  (including  Asiatic  USSR  and 
Turkey)  3,442,627;  Asia  1,684,454; 
Africa  660,750;  and  Australia-New 
Zealand  58,250. 

One  figure  made  public  for  the 
first  time  ^ince  World  War  II  was 
that  of  Austria’s  Jewish  population, 
given  as  10,777.  The  country  had 
191,408  Jews  in  1939.  The  Jewish 
population  in  Germany  was  listed 
as  23,000,  as  against  the  pre-Hitler 
figure  of  500,000. 

The  yearbook’s  article  on  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  report's  that  “tens  of 
thousands”  of  Jews  there  are  in 
prisons  and  forced  labor  camps. 


Baptist  Ministers  Differ  In 
Views  On  Racial  Integration 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  The 
Rev.  H.  Guy  Moore,  moderator  of 
the  Tarrant  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion, '^said  here  he  did  not  believe 
a  Dallas  minister’s  blast  against  ra¬ 
cial  integration  represents  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  most  Southern  Baptists. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  church  in  Dallas,  declared 
in  recent  speeches  that  persons  fa¬ 
voring  integratiou  “are  a  bunch  of 
infidels  in  dirty  shirts  who  are  dy¬ 
ing  from  the  neck  up,”  adding  that 
integration  “is  a  thing  of  idiocy  and 
foolishness.” 

Mr.  Moore,  pastor  of  Broadway 
Baptist  church  here,  said  Dr.  Cris¬ 
well  “has  a  right  to  his  own  views, 
but  I  do  not  believe  his  views  ex¬ 
press  those  of  our  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

“They  do  not  express  my  con¬ 
victions,”  he  said.  “I  think  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  racial  equality  must  be  work¬ 
ed  out  in  keeping  with  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  that  end  I 
would  dedicate  myself.” 


Form  Alaska  Association  of  Churches 


Fairbanks,  Alaska  (RNS)  — Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  seven  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  formally  organized  an 
Alaska  Association  of  Chfirches  at 
a  two-day  meeting  here.  Also  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  meeting  were  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Air  Force  and  Army 
chaplaincy  in  Alaska. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  William  J.  Gordon 
Jr.  of  Fairbanks,  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Missionary  Bishop  of  Alasks, 
was  elected  president  of  the  new 
association.  The  Rev.  Fred  McGin¬ 


nis  of  Anchorage,  Alaska,  super  In- 
Ancient  Shechem,  today  a  mound  tendent  for  The  Methodist  Church, 

of  fuins  called  Tel  Balata,  was  an  was  named  vice-president;  and  the 

Important  city  of  Palestine  in  Bib-  Rev.  James  Austin  of  Anchorage, 

lcal  times.  It  was  the  capital  of  a  Alaska,  secretary  for  the  Church  of 

arge  Canaanite  city-state  in  the  God  (Anderson,  Ind.),  secretary- 

ays  before  Israel  and  possessed  treasurer. 


the 


greatest  city-wall  and  the  larg- 


pSt1  temple  thus  far  found  in  the 
aiestine  of  that  day. 

March  15,  195a 


A  constitution  adopted  at  the 
meeting  desci’ibed  the  association 
as  “a  vehicle  through  which  the 


churches  of  Alaska  CSn  accomplish 
cooperatively  that  which  each  could 
not  accomplish  individually.” 

Its  purposes  were  defined  as  to 
“encourage  fellowship  and  mutual 
counsel  concerning  spiritual  life  and 
religious  activities,  study  the  relig¬ 
ious  needs  of  Alaska  and  devise 
ways  through  which  they  can  be 
met,  promote  the  distribution  and 
study  of  the  Bible,  foster  coopera¬ 
tion  among  local  churches  in  cities, 
villages  and  trade  areas,  and  main¬ 
tain  fellowship  and  cooperation 
with  other  churches  and  Christian 
agencies  who  are  not  members  of 
this  association.” 

The  Rev.  John  Stokes,  president 
of  the  Fairbanks  Ministerial  Assoc¬ 
iation,  was  named  chairman  of  the 
new  group’s  membership  and  fi¬ 
nance  committee. 


Methodists  Named 
Young  Adult 
Recruiting  Worker 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  full¬ 
time'  field  secretary  for  young 
adult  recruitment  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions  as  part  of  its  program 
to  obtain  more  missionary  work¬ 
ers. 

Miss  Anita  Harris  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  was  named  to  Jhe  post.  Her 
assignment  will  be  of  interest  to 
a  larger  number  of  young  adults, 
primarily  laymen,  in  becoming 
home  and  foreign  missionaries. 

For  several  years  the  board 
has  had  field  secretaries  for  col¬ 
lege,  university  and  seminary  re¬ 
cruitment. 

Board  officials  said  Miss  Harris 
will  concentrate  her  efforts  on 
mature  young'  men  and  women, 
single  or  married,  who  are  out 
of  college  and  already  becoming 
established  in  a  business  or  pro¬ 
fession. 

She  will  contact  them  at  in¬ 
stitutes,  weekend  retreats,  sum- 
Tner  regional  workshops  and 
other  gatherings,  talking  to  them 
about  the  world  mission  of  the 
Church  and  presenting  specific 
needs  in  various  fields. 

The  daughter  of  a  missionary 
to  Cuba,  where  she  was  born, 
Miss  Harris  has  been  a  mission¬ 
ary  teacher  in  Brazil  since  1928. 
In  1953,  she  was  named  president 
of  Bennett  College  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  a  Methodist  institution. 
She  came  back  to  the  U.  S.  on 
furlough  last  year. 


Congress  Shifts  Inauguration 
To  A  Monday 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Tire 
next  Presidential  inauguration  will 
be  held  on  Monday,  January  21, 
1957,  to  avoid  having  the  ceremony 
fall  on  a  Sunday  . 

The  Senate  unanimously  agreed 
to  an  amendment  sponsored  by 
Rep.  John  W.  McCormack  (D.- 
Mass.)  to  move  the  inauguration 
ahead  one  day. 

President  Eisenhower’s  term  will 
end  at  Sunday  noon,  Jan.  20,  un¬ 
der  provisions  of  the  20th  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Constitution.  This  is 
the  first  time  Jan.  20  has  fallen  on 
a  Sunday  since  the  amendment  was 
adopted  in  1933. 

Sen.  Theodore  Francis  Green  (D.- 
R.  I.)  who  pressed  for  Senate  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  House  -  approved 
amendment,  said  it  was  his  under¬ 
standing  that  the  President  -  elect 
can  take  the  oath  of  office  private¬ 
ly  at  the  White  House  on  Sunday 
and  publicity  at  the  capital  the  next 
day. 

“We  might  distinguish  between 
the  two  ceremonies,”  he  suggested, 
“and  call  one  the  inauguration  and 
the  other  the  affirmation  of  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  inauguration.” 

He  said  there  would  be  no  con¬ 
stitutional  objection  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  taking  the  oath  of  office  twice,* 
pointing  out  that  this  was  done  by 
President  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in 
1877  when  the  old  inaugural  day, 
March  4  fell  on  a  Sunday. 

Strong  objection  had  been  raised 
in  some  quarters  against  a  Sunday 
inauguration  on  the  grounds  that 
the  televised  ceremonies  would  dis¬ 
rupt  church  services  across  the 
country.  The  objectors  said  that 
millions  will  want  to  view  the  cere¬ 
monies  on  TV,  or  hear  them  over 
the  radio,  when  ordinarily  they 
would  be  in  church. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


MONROE  DISTRICT 
CONTEST  WINNERS 
ANNOUNCED 

Miss  Martha  Riser,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  M.  Riser  of 
Monroe,  took  first  place  honors  in 
a  district  essay-speech  contest  held 
at  First  Methodist  Church  in  Mon¬ 
roe  on  March  3,  Saturday.  The  con¬ 
test  was  sponsored  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Churches  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict.  Seven  churches  were  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  subject  for  the  1956  essay- 
speech  contest  was  “The  Truth 
About  Beer.”  The  event  was  open  to 
any  Methodst  youth  of  high  school 
age.  Participating  in  the  event  were 
Miss  Carolyn  Boyce,  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe;  Miss  Martha 
Riser,  First  Methodist,  Monroe;  Miss 
Peggy  Kirkland,  Forest  Methodist 
Church;  Miss  Carolyn  Ross,  Pioneer 
Methodist  Church;  Miss  Marie  Nel¬ 
son,  Memorial  Methodist,  Monroe; 
Miss  Eleanor  Enright,  Sicily  Island 
Methodist  Church;  and  Miss  Serita 
John,  Waterproof  Methodist  Church. 

Miss  Marie  Nelson  of  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  took 
second  place  honors,  while  Miss 
Eleanor  Enright  of  Sicily  Island 
claimed  third  place.  Judges  for  the 
contest  were  Rev.  Arthur  Baker, 
pastor  of  the  St.  Joseph  Methodist 
Church;  Mrs.  Kent  Anderson,  form¬ 
er  speech  instructor  at  Ouachita 
Parish  High  School;  and  P.  B.  Mang- 
ham,  principal  of  West  Monroe  High 
School. 

Miss  Riser,  a  junior  at  Neville, 
presently  serves  as  district  MYF 
president,  youth  division  president 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  and  as 
secretary  of  her  local  department. 
She  will  represent  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  in  the  state  finals  at  Alex¬ 
andria  on  April  7. — Reporter 


FOUR  WANTED  FOR 
HAWAII 

Four  young  men  or  women  are 
being  sought  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church 
to  serve  three  years  as  special 
term  misisonaries  ,.to  Hawaii.  The 
“H-3’s,”  as  they  will  be  called, 
will  be  educational  assistants  and 
youth  workers  in  Hawaiian  Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  Two  will  serve  on 
the  principal  Hawaiian  island  of 
Oahu,  one  on  Kauai  (just  west 
of  Oahu)  and  one  on  Maui  (to  the 
east  of  Oahu).  All  will  work  un¬ 
der  the  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Board.  The  Board 
says  applicants  should  be  between 
21  and  28,  college  graduates  and 
in  good  physical  and  mental 
health.  Persons  interested  in  the 
“H-3”  program  may  write  to  the 
Office  of  Missionary  Personnel, 
150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11, 
N.  Y. 


EXCUSES  FOR  NOT 
GOING  TO  CHURCH 

For  the  past  ten  years  I  have  tried 
to  keep  a  mental  list  of  the  excuses 
that  have  been  offered  to  me  for 
not  going  to  church.  During  the 
last  nine  years,  I  don’t  think  I  have 
heard  a  new  one  .  .  .  only  repetitions 
of  those  I  heard  the  first  year,  with 
seme  novel  variations.  You  would¬ 
n’t  believe  some  of  the  excuses 
that  have  been  given  by  people  with 
perfectly  straight  faces!  Perhaps 


YOUTH  SCHOOL  OF 
ALCOHOL  STUDIES 

It’s  not  too  late  to  be  thinking 
about  possible  delegates  to  the 
Youth  School  of  Alcohol  Studies  to 
be  held  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  Dallas,  Texas,  July  7-14. 

The  quota  for  this  year  is  the 
same  as  that  for  1955  —  two  youth 
and  one  adult  from  a  conference. 
One  young  person  should  be  con¬ 
ference  chairman  of  Christian  Cit¬ 
izenship,  the  other  chosen  by  the' 
conference  council.  The  adult  may 
be  either  adviser  in  Christian  Cit¬ 
izenship  or  the  conference  director 
of  youth  work. 

The  Board  of  Education  and  the 
Board  of  Temperance  are  co-operat¬ 
ing  on  the  Fall  Action  Project  on 
“Drinking  and  Christian  Living.” 
Your  delegates  to  the  Youth  School 
of  Alcohol  Studies  will  be  able  to 
help  in  your  own  conference,  in 
this  emphasis. 

Information  about  the  school  may 
be  secured  from  the  Rev.  A.  Argyle 
Knight,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee,  or  from  Mr.  Aubrey  B. 
Speer,  of  The  Board  of  Temperance, 
100  Maryland  Avenue,  Northeast, 
Washington  2,  D.  C. 

“This  will  be  a  year  of  decision 
for  thousands  of  youth  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  drinking,”  Mr.  Knight  said. 
“Qualified  delegates  to  the  Youth 
School  of  Alcohol  Studies  will  in¬ 
fluence  many  youth  in  making  the 
right  decision.” 


YOUTH  ACTIVITY  WEEK 

Youth  Activity  Week  is  suggested 
for  every  Methodist  Church  in  the 
late  spring  or  summer. 

The  May  issue  of  “Roundtable” 
magazine  will  contain  a  full  pro¬ 
gram  and  various  suggestions.  This 
special  week  can  take  many  forms, 
including  special  preaching,  visita¬ 
tion,  youth  classes,  and  recreation. 

The  M.Y.F.  Council  should  give 
consideration  to  this  program  now. 

For  Intermediates,  a  “Christian 
Adventure  week”  is  suggested.  A 
full  packet  of  materials  may  be 
ordered  from  The  Service  Depart¬ 
ment,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

These  are  projects  to  help  re¬ 
vitalize  your  youth  program. 


they  think  that  preachers,  when 
they  enter  the  ministry,  take  a  vow 
to  believe  everything  they  hear. 

A  pastor  in  Daytona  Beach,  Flori¬ 
da,  had  a  good  idea.  In  a  recent  bul¬ 
letin  he  ran  a  check  list;  across  the 
top  are  the  words,  “I  cannot  at¬ 
tend  church  services  because:”  And 
then  .  .  .  “Please  check”.  Following 
are  some  reasons  that  a  person  can 
check:  “Too  busy.  Must  go  to  the 
movies.  Pleasure  trip.  Company. 
Have  to  go  fishing.  Disinterested¬ 
ness.  Radio  and  TV  program.  Need 
to  rest.”  And  then  there  is  this  in¬ 
struction  across  the  bottom:  “Please 
tear  off  and  mail  to  God.”  —  Robert 
E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  in  “What’s  It  All 
About?  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.). 


PLANS  MADE  FOR  METHODIST 
STUDENT  -MOVEMENT  CONFERENCE 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


CLARIFYING  THE  OBVIOUS 

There  is  a  certain  oil  company 
with  whom  I  do  business  often 
enough  to  warrant  their  issuing  me 
a  credit  card.  Now,  that’s  a  marvel¬ 
ous  way  to  secure  gasoline  and  the 
necessities  of  life  for  one’s  galopy. 
You  drive  up  and  say,  “Filler  up”, 
sign  your  name  to  a  little  ticket 
and  drive  on  your  merry  way.  One 
fellow  even  forces  gift  stamps  on 
you  which  can  be  exchanged  for 
premiums.  And  you  don’t  cross  his 
palm  with  a  dime.  Sounds  impos¬ 
sible?  It  is.  Because  along  about 
the  first  of  the  next  month  there 
comes  through  the  mail  a  neat  lit¬ 
tle  statement  which  has  totaled  up 
all  you  have  signed  for  and  the 
words  “Please  remit”  (or  a  reason¬ 
able  facsimile).  Then  comes  the 
pay-off.  I  can’t  figure  out  whether 
it  hurts  me  more  to  get  it  in  one 
chunk  that  way,  or  to  string  out  the 
process  by  paying  each  time  I  turn 
in  to  a  filling  station.  And  my 
perambulator  has  a  strange  affection 
for  the  sign  of  the  shell,  the  fly¬ 
ing  red  horse,  the  happy  motor¬ 
ing,  the  gulf  or  something  or  other, 
and  any  other  assorted  “juiceline 
beacons”. 

Suppose  you  heard  about  the  fel¬ 
low  in  the  days  of  the  sixteen- 
cylinder  car  who  had  difficulty  get¬ 
ting  from  station  to  station  because 
his  ‘“5  gallons  to  the  mile”  soon 
exhausted  his  gasoline  supply.  At 
one  station  he  forgot  and  let  his 
motor  idle.  The  attendant  had  keep 
pumping  up  the  gasoline  dispensing 
tank  (remember  those?)  and  final¬ 
ly  called  out  to  the  driver,  “Please 
turn  off  your  motor,  I  can’t  catch 
up  with  you.” 

All  of  which  is  simply  to  pass  a 
few  remarks  on  the  comments 
which  one  finds  on  the  back  of  the 
envelope  which  my  gasoline  creditor 
includes.  You  get  ready  to  lick  the 
flap  and  there  are  two  sentences 
staring  you  in  the  face:  “Is  Your 
Statement  Enclosed?”;  and,  “Is  Your 
Check  Signed?"  How  stupid  can 
you  get  in  your  questions?  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  letter  is  two-fold:  to 
return  the  statement  with  your  pay¬ 
ment  so  you  get  off  the  hook.  If  you 
didn’t  have  that  purpose,  you 
wouldn’t  be  sending  the  letter!  Yet, 
here  my  thoughtful  creditor  is,  re¬ 
minding  me  at  the  last  moment  of 
the  two  items  which  should  have 
been  an  obvious  accomplishment  on 
my  part. 

So  I  did  a  little  investigating  and 
discovered  that  the  brother  knew 
whereof  he  spoke,  and  why?  They 
were  getting  fouled  up  in  their  of¬ 
fice  because  so  many  people  were 
not  enclosing  the  statement,  though 
it  says  in  clear  type  on  the  state¬ 
ment  in  two  places  to  enclose  it 
for  credit.  Then  too,  they  were  hav¬ 
ing  a  rash  of  remittances  in  which 
the  remitter  had  conveniently  for¬ 
gotten  to  place  his  signature  on  his 
check.  Admittedly  that  is  one  way 
to  avoid  reducing  your  bank  ac¬ 
count,  but  it  buys  very  little  gaso¬ 
line. 

How  often  we  miss  the  obvious! 
It  would  be  insulting  for  the  fellow 
to  tell  me  I  might  forget!  But  fact 
is,  one  day  I  just  checked  to  see. 


Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Preliminary 
plans  are  being  drafted  for  the  sixth 
quadrennial  national  conference  0f 
the  Methodist  Student  Movement  in 
1957. 

Some  30  students,  professors  and 
staff  members  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education  met  here  at 
the  board  headquarters  recently  to 
discuss  program  plans. 

The  Rev.  Jameson  Jones,  staff 
member  in  the  board’s  Department 
of  College  and  University  Relig. 
ious  Life,  presided  at  the  planning 
session. 

A  “call  to  the  conference,”  form¬ 
ulated  by  committee  members,  will 
be  issued  soon.  The,  central  reason 
for  the  conference  is  to  understand, 
experience,  and  communicate  the 
good  news  of  the  Gospel,  Jones  said. 

Nine  committee  members  were 
chosen  to  continue  the  planning  for 
this  conference.  They  are:  Harold 
Kiehler,  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Illinois;  B.  J.  Stiles,  MSM  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  general  committee  of  the 
World  Student  Christian  Federa¬ 
tion;  Paul  Bosley,  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth;  Molly  O’Steen,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth;  Nancy  Grissom, 
graduate  of  Ohio  *  University;  Bob 
Snyder,  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Arizona;  Dr.  Glen  Martin,  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  director  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Tennessee,  and  president 
of  the  Methodist  Student  Workers’ 
Association;  Paul  Japuith,  Wesley 
Foundation  director  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin,  and  Major 
Jones,  Dean  of  the  Chapel,  Fisk  Uni¬ 
versity.  They  will  work  with  staff 
members  of  the  Department  of  Col¬ 
lege  and  University  Religious  Life. 

The  conference,  held  once  in  every 
college  generation,  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  the  Christmas  holi- 
.  days  in  1957,  the  site  to  be  decided 
later.  The  last  nation-wide  student 
meeting  was  held  in  1953  at  the 
University  of  Kansas,  Attendance 
totaled  more  than  2300. 


And  I  had  forgotton  to  enclose  the 
statement.  I  did  sign  the  check  (with 
my  own  name  too). 

If  you  think  this  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Bible  and  your  relig¬ 
ious  life,  I  invite  your  attention  to 
Luke  12:  54-56. 


CALL  OR  SEE  FRED  KELLEY 

about  insurance  on  your  home,  car, 
or  furniture.  Agent  for  Old  Line 
Co.’s.  NLR  REALTY,  312  E.  Broad¬ 
way,  No.  Little  Rock,  FR  2-1848. 


5,000  S3  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  book*, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission- 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago.  5.  !»■ 
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METHODIST  CHILDREN’S 
HOME  REPORT 

(Continued  from  last  week) 

,  w  L  Dickinson,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock  20.00 

Edna  Steigler  Watson, 

orders  Class,  Brinkley  —  , 

0Mpthodist  Church  .  80.00 

Class,  Brinkley  Meth.  Ch .  25.00 

F^  feyan  Service  Guild, 

WPrafr!e  Grove  Meth.  Ch .  10.00 

p'pndfellowship  S.  S.  Class, 

Grpntral  Meth.  Ch.,  Batesville  .  10.00 

Adult  Class,  Washington 
Y  avI  Meth.  Ch.,  North  Little  Rock  10.00 
« inks  Wesley  Bible  Class,  Helena 

^Pirst  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

J  H  Branscum,  Little  Rock....  1.00 

' and  Mrs.  Sam  Bell, 

First  Meth.  Church,  Conway  .  25.00 

wpsley  Berean  S.  S,  Class, 

Fl  Dorado  First  Meth.  Church  . 28.00 

npaners  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Mrs  H  M.  Long,  Little  Rock  .  1.00 

Mnr’v  Martha  Bible  Class,  Smack- 

over  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

:  Belinie  Flurry,  28th  St.  Methodist 

Church  .  5 '(HI 

1  The  Dorcas  S.  S.  Class, 

1  Gurdon  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Fnrrest  City  Methodist  Church, 

Men's  Bible  Class  .  20.00 

Mrs  Cy  Shole,  Little  Rock  .  1.00 

Mrs’  Joe  Gardner,  Lonoke  .  1.00 

r  R  Lawrence,  Willow  .  25.00 

w  n.  Alford,  Van  Buren  .  1.00 

A  Friend  .  f-0O 

willing  Workers  Class,  Rogers 

Central  Methodist  .  10.00 

'  Truth  Seekers  Class,  Helena 

First  Methodist  .  10.00 

Primary  Department,  Siloam 

Springs  Methodist  Church  .  8.72 

Mrs  Henry  Ives,  Little  Rock  .  5.00 

circle  No.  1  of  the  Hazen  Meth.  Ch.  15.00 

:  geebe  W.  S.  C.  S .  20.00 

Miscellaneous  Collections  . 380.90 

Total  . - . $2,731.83 

MEMORIALS — December,  1955 
IN  MEMORY  OF : 

Mrs.  Jerrine  Richards  by  the  Floyd  Rich¬ 
ards  Family 

I  Dr  J  L.  Dedman  by  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  Pine  Bluff,  Rev.  Winslow  Brown, 
pastor 

Ether  Francis  Finley  from  Mrs.  Ether 
Sanders 

Lt.  Edward  Maxwell  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bennie  Suggs;  Mrs.  O.  L.  Shull;  and 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Abraham. 

Dave  Swann  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Abra¬ 
ham 

Guy  Brownlow  by  Miss  Jayne  Rogers 
Mrs.  Mattie  Armstrong  by  Dr.  George  B. 
Bean 

j  Mrs.  Spellman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Picklesimer 

Dr.  J.  L.  Dedman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 

Long 

,  VJ.  S.  Yarbrough  by  Mrs.  J.  Dudney  Hall 
I  Mrs.  Adolph  Daniels  by  MrSt  Noel  Martin 
Dr.  J.  L.  Dedman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy 
E.  Webb 

G.  R.  Blankenship  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Law¬ 
rence  Hurley 

L.  A.  McClendon  by  Lewisville  Methodist 
Men’s  Bible  Class 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Keith  by  Taylor  and  Mary 
Prewitt 

Dr.  J.  L.  Dedman  by  Harrell  Methodist 
1  Church 

Wayne  H.  Harrell  by  Mrs.  Geo.  Daniel 
Cummings 

J.  J.  Gibson  by  George  and  Ida  Jones 
Hawkin  Miller  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Dud- 

ley 

Mrs.  Lucille  Simmons  Trotter  by  Mrs.  J. 

T.  Garland 

Pauline  Baker  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  L. 
Baker 

:  Senator  Harry  A.  Bridgeman  by  Mrs. 

|  Cassie  S.  Bridgeman 
:  John  I.  Andrews  by  Mrs.  John  I.  Andrews 
and  children 

Pr-  J.  L.  Dedman  by  Mr.  Homer  Adkins 
i  Mrs.  Lucille  Trotter  by  Sibyl  Couch  and 
!  Buth  McIntyre 

Thomas  Leek  by  Mrs.  L.  C.  Moore  and 
I  Bessie  Duncan 

W,  C.  Utley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Caw- 

thorn 

Thomas  Leek  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Dante 
j  Thomas  Leek  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Frank,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Frank 
t  nomas  Leek  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
I  Bowles 

h  N.  Moore  by  "The  Bickhams” 
thomas  Leek  by  "The  Bickhams” 
ihomas  Leek  by  M.  L.  Davidson  \ 

Mrs.  Henry  T.  Trotter  by  Myrtle  and  Allen 

Russell 

houis  Burton  by  Oppelo  W.  S.  C.  S. 

Thomas  Leek  by  The  Edgar  Gannaways 
■J  nomas  Leek  by  Dumas  Methodist  Men 
uss  Mary  Louise  Oakes  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
\/;arXey  Crumpler 

,s-  O.  F.  Krug  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Lyons 

^Person  by  daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  Mae 

g  J-  Gibson  by  Portland  School  Faculty 

L.  Dedman  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Otto 
W.  Teague 

if-  L.  B.  Crenshaw  by  Children’s  De- 
Ml-e  iTent>  Paris  Methodist  Church 
mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  By- 

»*•  Mildred  Taylor  and  Miss  Blanche 
Ga<*s°n  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Wilkins 
Owen  Cash  by  Mr-  and  Mrs.  Russell 

^ 0wen1'llurp*ly  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell 

MPa^r  Anderson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 

Maida  Grissette  by  Circle  No.  10, 
lrst  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock 
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New  Books 

Sermons  On  Marriage 
And  Family  Life 

Edited  by  John  C.  Wynn 
Published  by  Abingdon  Press 
176  pages  —  Price  $2.75 

In  recent  years  many  subtle  and 
decaying  influences  have  divided 
or  weakened  the  family  unit.  Yet 
the  home  is  still  the  greatest  po¬ 
tential  character-forming  institution 
in  existence.  How  we  can  strengthen 
this  potential  and  make  it  a  Chris¬ 
tian  influence  for  good  is  the  gen¬ 
eral  theme  of  this  new  book,  SER¬ 
MONS  ON  MARRIAGE  AND  FAM¬ 
ILY  LIFE,  soon  to  be  published  by 
Abingdon  Press  in  connection  with 
the  promotion  of  National  Family 
Week  (May  6-13). 

A  collection  of  16  pulpit-tested 
sermons  by  preachers  from  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  Protestant  communions,  this 
book  shows  what  preachers  are  say¬ 
ing  to  challenge  and  comfort  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  to  guide  them  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  solution  of  their  problems.  It 
deals  with  multiple  aspects  of  home 
life  —  family  worship,  child  train¬ 
ing,  marriage,  family  crises,  and  sex 
standards  —  on  the  basis  of  Chris¬ 
tian  beliefs. 

These  16  sermons  were  selected 
from  nearly  400  sermons  that  were 
submitted  in  response  to  an  open 
invitation  to  ministers  of  all  denom¬ 
inations.  The  final  selection  was 
made  by  the  Editorial  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Joint  Department  of  Family 
Life  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
The  book  has  been  edited  by  John 
Charles  Wynn,  director  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  education  program  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Board  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Joint  Department  of  Family 
Life  of  the  National  Council. 

The  foreword  has  been  written 
by  Richard  E.  Lentz,  a  Disciples  of 
Christ  minister  and  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  United  Christian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society. 


METHODISM’S  PROPHETIC 
ADVENTURE 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
tation  center  last  year.  These  people 
are  in  addition  to  regular  students 
and  are  not  included  in  the  enroll¬ 
ment  figure  of  5,000. 

“Second,  a  research  program  basic 
to  the  proposed  School  has  been 
established.  A  year  and  a  half  ago 
the  government  extended  a  contract 
to  the  Human  Relations  Files,  Inc. 
of  Yale  University  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  up  a  Washington  office 
to  bring  together  information  about 
the  various  areas  of  the  world,  to 
publish  it  and  make  it  available  to 
the  government  departments.  As 
soon  as  the  officials  of  The  Ameri¬ 
can  University  discovered  this 
movement  afoot,  they  invited  the 
Human  Relations  Files,  Inc.  to  es¬ 
tablish  its  Washington  office  on  the 
campus.  This  was  done  and  there 
is  now  located  here  the  most  elabo¬ 
rate  research  program  going  on  any¬ 
where  in  the  West  dealing  with  the 
various  cultures  of  the  world. 

“So,  even  though  the  School  has 


Mrs.  J.  R.  Gentry  by  Mrs.  George  S.  Word 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Word 
Earl  David  Collier  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
E.  Taylor 

Miss  Bess  Mayfield  by  Mrs.  Carl  Thom¬ 
ason 

Vernon  Lewis  Riner  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Sain 
Claude  M.  Veal  by  Mrs.  Claude  M.  Veal 
Mrs.  Gilbert  C.  O’Brien  by  Alpha  Omicron 
Pi  Alumnae  of  Arkansas  State  College, 
Jonesboro. 

TOTAL  Memorials — $324.50 


Memorials  for  December  . $  315.00 

Other  collections  . $2,731.83 

Total  for  December  . $3,046.83 


—Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 


not  been  formally  initiated,  the 
groundwork  is  being  laid.  It  h£s 
seemed  to  many  that  all  of  the 
factors  and  forces  at  work  in  the 
situation  in  Washington  are  making 
it  easy  for  The  American  University 
to  embark  upon  this  new  venture.” 

Procedure 

The  immediate  plan  for  the  School 
includes  three  kinds  of  needs. 

1.  A  building  to  house  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

2.  Supplementary  current  income 
to  finance  needed  additions  to 
faculty  and  curriculum. 

3.  Sufficient  endowment  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  needed  income. 

These  needs  can  be  met  in  the 
quadrennium  of  1956-60.  In  the  first 
year,  $125,000  will  be  set  aside  for 
building  and  equipment. 

In  the  second  year,  $250,000  will 
be  added  to  the  $125,000  carried  over 
from  the  first  year  to  erect  the  new 
building  and  equip  it,  at  a  cost  of 
$375,000. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  years,  allo¬ 
cations  of  $500,000  will  be  used  for 
endowments  which  should  produce 
an  annual  income  thereafter. 

This  program  is  a  start.  It  will 
grow  with  the  increase  of  students 
and  the  demands  made  upon  the 
University.  Also  it  will  awaken 
nationwide  interest  among  Prot¬ 
estant  bodies,  individuals  and  fi¬ 
nancial  foundations.  Rarely  are  per¬ 
sonal  or  foundation  gifts  made  to 
institutions  that  do  not  exist.  Hav¬ 
ing  launched  the  enterprise,  sup¬ 
porting  friends  will  be  multiplied. 

The  School  of  International  Serv¬ 
ice  is  definitely  a  World  Service 
cause  to  be  undertaken  by  the  whole 
church.  The  appropriation  of  $100,- 
000  annually,  made  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1952  for  American  Uni¬ 
versity,  pays  immense  dividends. 
The  additional  investment  of  $250,- 
000  annually  will  “increase  the  flow 
into  our  country’s  service  of  Chris¬ 
tian  men  and  women  who  have  the 
idealism  and  competence  to  serve 
the  cause  of  freedom.” 

The  Claims  Of  Our  American 
Heritage 

Our  country  has  a  Protestant  heri¬ 
tage  which  we  are  duty  bound  to 
preserve.  It  is  also  our  privilege  and 
profit  to  preserve  it  because,  if 
present  trends  continue  unabated, 
that  heritage  may  be  dissipated. 

We  will  never  need  to  fight  a  war 
for  American  freedom  if  we  build 
educational  institutions  that  are 
competent  to  undergird  and  dissemi¬ 
nate  the  free  way  of  life. 

The  course  of  history  is  frequent¬ 
ly  determined  by  a  single  decision. 
For  this  hour  Methodism  is  in  the 
place  of  responsibility  and  rare  op¬ 
portunity.  The  enterprise  will  be 
assured  if  $250,000  annually  is  pro¬ 
vided  through  World  Service  re¬ 
ceipts  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

We  believe  our  Methodist  church¬ 


es  throughout  the  nation  will  re¬ 
spond  to  this  “Prophetic  Adven¬ 
ture”,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
which  we  have  hoped,  dreamed  and 
prayed  as  long  as  a  national  Meth¬ 
odist  university  has  been  in  the 
minds  of  Methodists  and  of  Protes¬ 
tants  everywhere. 

It  is  time  to  realize  the  vision. 


FREE  SAMPLE 
tO  NEW  CUSTOMERS 


MONEY 

for 

CHURCH  or  CHARITY 


GOTTSCHALK’S 


’  M  EXAL 
SPONGES 


METAL  SPONGE 
SALES  CORP. 

3650  No.  10th  St. 
Philadelphia  40,  Pa. 

DEPT.  8 


These  famous  household  aids  sell 
on  sight  for  benefit  of  your  organ* 
ization.  Gottschelk's  Sponges  are 
preferred  for  tough  cleaning  and 
scouring  jobs,  coast  to  coast.  They 
save  time,  are  harmless  to  hands, 
won't  scratch  polished  surfaces. 
Special  bronze  and  stainless  steel 
types.  Send  for  free  sample  and 
details  of  liberal  cooperative  plan. 


People  60  to  80: 
Tear  Out  This  Ad 


.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  to 

find  out  how  you  can  still  apply 
for  a  $1,000  life  insurance  policy 
to  help  take  care  of  final  expen¬ 
ses  without  burdening  your  fam¬ 
ily. 

You  handle  the  entire  trans¬ 
action  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  ob¬ 
ligation.  No  one  will  call  on  you! 

Write  today,  simply  giving 
your  name,  address  and  age.  Mail 
to  Old  American  Ins.  Co.,  1  West 
9th,  Dept.  L1507C,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 

ALL-STATE  SUPPLY,  INC. 

1401  W.  Capitol  Littla  Rock,  Ark. 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 


415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCK.  ARK. 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 


“In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district ” 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  leaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  o*  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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THE  MEANING  OF  CHRIST  S  SUFFERING” 

LESSON  FOR  MARCH  25,  1956 
READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOJfR  BIBLE:  Luke  23: 
1-56. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “He  was  wounded  for  our 
transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  iniquities;  upon  him 
was  the  chastisement  that  made  us  whole,  and  with  his 
stripes  we  are  healed.” — Isaiah  53:5 


This  is  the  fourth  lesson  oF  five- 
sessions  UNIT  VIII:  “THE  LORD 
OF  LIFE”.  The  first  lesson  had  to 
do  with  Christ’s  triumphal  entry  in¬ 
to  Jerusalem.  He  confronted  the 
Jewish  people  of  that  day.  Through 
his  Spirit,  influence,  and  teaching 
he  is  confronting  the  modern  world. 

The  next  lesson  had  to  do  with 
the  fact  that  “Jesus  Interprets  His¬ 
tory”.  The  aim  of  this  lesson  was 
“to  help  people  evaluate  life  in  this 
world  in  the  context  of  God’s  larger 
plan  for  mankind”. 

Last  Sunday  our  lesson  had  to  do 
with  “The  Meaning  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper”.  We  found  that  there  are 
two  extremes  with  regards  to  the 
elements  used  in  the  supper.  One 
group  claims  that  the  bread  and 
wine  are  changed  into  the  actual 
flesh  and  blood  of  the  Lord.  They 
think  of  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
in  the  Communion  as  a  physical 
presence.  The  group  that  holds  the 
other  extreme  denys  that  the  Lord 
is  present  in  the  elements,  and  look 
upon  them  as  mere  symbols  of  the 
flesh  and  blood  of  Christ.  This  posi¬ 
tion  virtually  denies  the  fact  that 
the  Communion  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  is  a  sacrament.  The  middle- 
ground  position,  which  is  held  by 
most  of  the  Protestant  churches, 
looks  upon  the  elements  as  symbols 
of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  Lord, 
but  it  also,  contends  that  there  is  a 
spiritual  presence  of  the  Lord  in  the 
elements,  or  at  least  in  the  faith 
that  people  exercise  when  they 
properly  partake  of  the  elements. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today — “The  Meaning  of  Christ’s 
Suffering”.  According  to  The  Adult 
Student  this  lesson  has  a  very  wor¬ 
thy  aim:  “To  lead  adults  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  saving  power  of 
the  cross.” 

The  crucifixion  of  Christ  was  the 
blackest  crime  that  mankind  has 
ever  committed,  and  yet  God  has 
brought  great  good  from  it.  God 
gives  men  free  moral  agency;  he 
does  not  directly  rule  in  their  af¬ 
fairs,  but  he  does  that  which  is  even 
more  important — he  over  rules.  In 
Psalms  76:10  we  read,  “Surely  the 
wrath  of  men  shall  praise  thee.” 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

According  to  the  Scriptures  there 
were  two  trials  of  Christ,  each  made 
up  of  three  different  phases.  The 
Lord  was  arrested  about  midnight 
in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  He 
was  first  carried  before  Annas,  who' 
had  formerly  been  high  priest.  An¬ 
nas  had  been  deposed  in  A.D.  16. 
and  the  office  had  been  taken  over 
by  his  son-in-law  Caiaphas.  As  high 
priest,  Caiaphas  was  also  president 
of  the  Sanhedrin.  From  the  home  of 
Annas  Christ  was  taken  before  this 
body.  It  was  while  Christ  was  be¬ 
fore  this  body,  sometime  between 
midnight  and  dawn,  that  .Peter  de¬ 
nied  him.  This  group  tried  to  find 
false  witnesses  against  Christ  but 


no  two  of  them  fully  agreed  in  their 
testimony.  The  Lord  was  finally 
condemned  for  blasphemy  on  his 
own  statement  that  he  was  the  Son 
of  God.  These  people  were  violat¬ 
ing  their  own  law  by  trying  a  case 
before  daylight,  so  to  make  the 
matter  have  the  appearance  of  be¬ 
ing  legal,  they  brought  him  before 
them  again  at  dawn  and  again  con¬ 
demned  him. 

The  Sanhedrin  could  not  carry 
out  the  death  penalty  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Roman  Government, 
so  a  little  after  daylight  they  car¬ 
ried  the  Lord  before  Pilate.  He  gave 
the  Lord  a  careful,  private  exami¬ 
nation  and  came  back  declaring  that 
he  found  nothing  7worthy  of  death 
in  him.  The  Jews  kept  clamoring 
for  the  Lord’s  crucifixion.  They  in¬ 
formed  Pilate  that  he  had  gone  all 
over  the  country,  beginning  in  Gal¬ 
ilee,  stirring  the  people  up  against 
the  Roman  Government.  Pilate 
realized  that  the  Lord  was  innocent 
and  he  did  not  want  to  pass  sentence 
upon  him,  so  when  he  learned  that 
he  was  a  Galilean  he-  sent  him  to 
Herod  for  conviction.  This  was  the 
same  Herod  who  had  killed  John 
the  Baptist,  and  son  of  the  one  who 
had  put  the  infants  to  death  in 
Bethlehem,  in  trying  to  destroy  the 
baby  Jesus.  At  the  time  of  the  cruc¬ 
ifixion  he  was  ruler  of  Galilee. 

Herod  treated  Christ  with  great 
indignity  and  -sent  him  back  to  Pil¬ 
ate.  Pilate  then  tried  to  get  out  of 
convicting  Christ  by  going  over  the 
heads  of  the  Jewish  rulers  and  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  people,  but  their  rul¬ 
ers  had  already  poisoned  the  minds 
of  the  people  and  they  cried  out  for 
the  release  of  a  murderer  and  thief 
by  the  name  of  Barnabas  and  in¬ 
sisted  that  Christ  be  crucified.  Pil¬ 
ate  then  made  one  last  effort  in  his 
attempt  to  release  Jesus;  he  had 
him  beaten  within  an  inch  of  his 
life,  thinking  that  that  would  satis¬ 
fy  the  people  who  were  clamoring 
for  his  death,  but  all  to  no  avail. 
The  Governor  then  publicly  washed 
his  hands  declaring  that  he  was  in¬ 
nocent  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  and  he 
then  turned  him  over  to  the, soldiers 
for  crucifixion. 

There  were  two  other  men  in  pri¬ 
son  at  that  time  awaiting  executions 
The  Bible  tells  us  that  these  men 
were  thieves.  To  add  to  the  indig¬ 
nity  of  the  Lord  the  authorities  de¬ 
cided  to  crucify  him  between  these 
two  men.  / 

They  had  a  custom  at  that  time 
of  forcing  the  victims  to  carry  the 
cross-beams  of  their  crosses.  So 
they  loaded  these  beams  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  three  and  headed 
for  the  place  of  execution.  This  was 
a  little  hill  just  outside  of  the  north 
wall  of  Jerusalem.  In  English  it  is 
called  “Skull  Hill”;  the  same  term 
in  Greek  is  “Calvary”  and  in  He¬ 
brew  it  is  “Golgotha”.  This  place 
was  so  named  because  it  is  in  the 


shape  of  a  human  skull.  This  place 
is  still  called  by  the  same  name. 

The  procession  had  not  gone  very 
far  until  Christ  fell  under  the 
weight  of  the  cross-beam.  This  was 
not  because  He  was  a  weakling.  He 
had  simply  become  exhausted.  He 
had  gone  through  a  night  of  untold 
agony  as  he  sweat  blood  under  the 
weight  of  the  sins  of  the  world  in 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  Then, 
too,  just  prior  to  his  crucifixion,  he 
had  been  beaten  unmercifully.  In 
those  days  they  beat  victims  with 
Roman  thongs,  which  was  a  long, 
heavy  piece  of  leather  split  at  the 
end  in  several  prongs  each  of  which 
was  enterlaced  with  bits  of  lead  and 
sharp  steel.  The  victims  were 
stripped  to  the  waist  and  fastened 
to  a  whipping-post  in  a  bent-over 
position.  Then  their  bare-backs 
were  beaten  until  they  were  deeply 
cut  and  lacerated.  Many  people 
have  been  known  to  die  under  these 
beatings.  Think  of  how  this  fits  in¬ 
to  what  Isaiah  said  in  prophecy 
about  Christ  seven  hundred  years 
before  this  time:  “With  his  stripes 
we  are  healed.” 

When  they  reached  the  place  of 
execution,  the  upright  beams  of  the 
three  crosses  had  already  been  se¬ 
curity  fastened  in  the  ground.  They 
stripped  these  men  of  their  cloth¬ 
ing,  all  except  loin  clothes,  forced 
them  to  lie  on  their  back  on  the 
ground,  put  the  cross  beams  under 
them  parallel  with  their  shoulders, 
stretched  their  arms  and  hands 
along  the  beams  and  nailed  them 
securely  to  them.  Then  these  beams 
were  lifted  with  the  victims  upon 
them  and  securely  fastened  to  the 
portion  of  the  crosses  that  had  al¬ 
ready  been  placed  in  the  ground. 

Holes  were  made  in  the  upright 
portions  of  the  crosses  at  the  point 
where  the  groins  of  the  victims 
would  come,  then  pegs  were  driven 
in  these  holes.  The  victims  were 
set  astride  of  these  pegs.  The  feet 
of  each  victim  were  then  brought 
together,  the  one  on  top  of  the  other 
and  securely  nailed  to  the  upright 
portion  of  the  cross. 

Crucifixion  is  the  most  cruel 
method  of  execution  ever  devised 
by  the  perverted  mind  of  nian.  Vic¬ 
tims  would  hang  on  the  cross  from 
four  to  six  days.  It  was  natural 
that  victims  would  do  a  lot  of 
squirming  as  they  hung  for  days  in 
agonizing  pain.  That  is  why  the 
pegs  were  driven  in  the  cross.  They 
supported  a  portion  of  the  victims’ 
weight  and  prevented  the  hands 
frop  tearing  loose  from  the  cross¬ 
beams. 

Crucified  victims  slowly  died 
from  hunger,  thirst,  exhaustion,  loss 
of  sleep,  excruciating  pain  and  rag¬ 
ing  fevers.  This  mode  of  execution 
was  so  cruel  that  no  Roman  citizen 
could  be  killed  in  this  manner,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  vileness  of  his 
crime. 

That  was  the  type  of  death  that 
Christ  died  for  you  and  me.  In  the 
midst  of  his  prayer  for  his  execu¬ 
tioners,  he  was  nailed  to  the  cross 
at  9:00  A.M.  on  Friday.  During  the 
first  three  hours  of  his  agony  liter¬ 
ally  hundreds  of  people  were  pre¬ 
sent.  The  Jews  had  come  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  for  the  Passover  Feast  from 
all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  The 
Lord  was  mocked  and  jeered  by 
those  who  stood  by.  The  Jewish 
priests,  even  including  the  high 
priest,  took  a  big  hand  in  this  mock¬ 
ery.  This  became  so  prevalent  that 
even  the  two  men  dying  by  his  side 
joined  in.  Finally,  however,  as  the 
time  passed  on  and  most  of  the 
crowd  was  gone  and  things  quieted 
down  a  bit,  one  of  these  dying  men 
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turned  to  the  Lord  and  asked  him 
to  remember  him  when  he  came 
to  his  kingdom.  He  had  the  priVj' 
lege  of  being  with  the  Lord  that 
day  in  Paradise. 

At  high  noon,  when  Christ  had 
been  on  the  cross  three  hours,  dark 
ness  came  on  all  the  land.  Thi' 
darkness  continued  until  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Why  the 
darkness?  Some  say  it  was  because 
all  nature  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
Lord  of  nature.  Others  tell  us  that 
darkness  typifies  the  prevalence  of 
sin  in  the  world,  and  "that  it  came 
as  this  time  because  Christ  was  dy¬ 
ing  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  He 
was  going  all  the  way  in  paying 
the  price  for  man’s  redemption,  it 
was  at  this  time  that  he  felt  for  a 
moment  Gqd  had  foresaken  him 
and  he  cried  out  “MY  God!  My 
God!  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 

At  three  o’clock  the  Lord  expired, 
The  last  two  sentences  that  came 
from  his  lips  were  “It  is  finished”, 
and  “Father,  into  thy  hands  I  com¬ 
mend  my  spirit.”  At  that  very 
moment  the  Pascal  Lambs  for  the 
Passover  Feasts  were  slain  in  the 
Temple.  Christ  is  the  Pascal  Lamb 
of  the  human  race. 

Jesus  was  on  the  cross  only  six 
hours.  The  soldiers  were  ordered  to 
break  the  limbs  of  all  the  victims 
to  hasten  their  deaths.  The  authori¬ 
ties  did  not  want  them  hanging  on 
the  cross  during  the  Passover  Feast. 
They  broke  the  limbs  of  the  two 
thieves,  but  when  they  came  to 
Christ  they  found  he  was  already 
dead.  They  marveled  that  he  had 
died  so  soon.  One  of  the  soldiers 
who  stood  by  thrust  a  spear  into 
the  side  of  Jesus.  John  tells  us  that 
both  water  and  blood  flowed  from 
the  wound.  Some  scientists  say  that 
when  a  person  dies  of  a  broken 
heart,  his  heart  actually  ruptures. 
The  blood  of  the  body  accumulates 
/in  the  region  of  the  heart.  The  red 
corpuscles  are  separated  from  the 
white  fluid  of  the  blood  and  these 
corpuscles  form  blood  clots.  Some 
feel  that  since  this  happened  in  the 
case  of  Jesus  that  it  is  proof  that 
he  died  of  a  broken  heart.  He  loved 
people  so  dearly  and  they  treated 
him  so  harshly  that  it  was  more 
than  he  could  bear. 

Why  Was  Ii  Necessary  For  Christ 
To  Die? 

This  question  has  been  asked 
over  and  over  and  it  has  received 
various  answers.  There  are  some 
things  about  the  plan  of  salvation 
that  we  will  never  fully  understand 
on  this  earth.  The  Bible  tells  us 
that  Christ  died  for  sinners  and  that 
all  people  are  sinners.  “All  have 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory 
of  God.”  Millions  of  people  down 
through  the  ages  have  put  this  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  test  and  found  that  it  was 
true.  They  have  forsaken  their  sins 
and  put  their  trust  in  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  and  they  found  the  guilt  of 
sin  removed  from  their  conscience 
and  the  power  of  evil  habits  broken 
in  their  lives.  They  know  by  ex" 
perience  that  in  some  way  Chris 
died  for  the  sins  of  others. 

There  is  one  reason  for  the  deatn 
of  Christ  on  till  cross  that  all  can 
understand  and  that  is  the  fact  tha 
it  is  the  greatest  proof  of  the  i°ve 
of  God.  It  is  very  hard- for  people- 
under  the  conviction  of  sin  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  realty  loves  them, 
and  yet  if  they  are  ever  to  be  save 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
to  believe  this.  Christ  on  the  cros 

shows  God’s  feeling  about  sins  ar^ 
also  love  for  the  sinner;  a  love  ‘ha 
will  stop  at  no  sacrifice  to  brinS 
salvation. 
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APRIL  16  IS 
iPORTANT  SOCIAL 
[ecurity  DATE  FOR 
MINISTERS 

|  April  16,  1956,  is  a  very  important 
Le  for  clergymen  who  desire  to 
gceive  credit  for  their  1955  earn- 
Igs  under  social  security,  officers 
the  Social  Security  Office  have 
jinounced. 

[This  is  the  last  date  for  filing  form 
1)31  (Waiver  Certificate)  with  the 
[irector  of  Internal  Revenue  in 
tder  to  have  1955  earnings  counted 
|r  social  security  protection.  — 
[Under  the  1954  Amendments  to 
[ie  Social  Security  Act,  duly  or- 
jiined,  commissioned,  or  licensed 
lergynjen,  Christian  Science  Prac- 
lioners,  and  members  of  religious 
rders  who  have  not  taken  a  vow  of 
bverty  acquire  old-age  and  sur- 
|vors  insurance  protection  like  that 
self-employed  persons  but  on  an 
iividual  elective  basis.  This  elec- 
bn  does  not  involve  the  church  or 
stitution  in  any  way,  the  officers 
jmtinued. 

■Those  who  do  not  elect  to  become 
Jeered  by  the  program  within  a 
ecified  period  cannot  later  have 
eir  earnings  from  their  religious 
jities  covered  by  the  law.  This 
ladline  is  April  15,  1957,  for  most 
trsons  now  engaged  in  the  activi- 
p  listed  above.  Those  who  do  elect 
participate  cannot  later  with- 
law. 

[Those  who  wish  to  file  the  Waiver 
prtificate  before  filing  their  income . 
P  return  should  do  so  now.  Sub¬ 
bing  the  waiver  form  promptly 
Bures  that  1955  earnings  will  count 
vard  social  security. 

[Copies  of  Ftorm  2031  (Waiver  Cer- 
[icate)  are  available  at  the  office 
j  Director  of  Internal  Revenue 
from  the  Social  Security  Office 
217  Main  Street  in  Little  Rock, 
[formation  pamphlets  .  are  also 
pilable  free  of  charge  at  the  social 
purity  office. 


Contract  Let  For 
Lesley  Foundation 
Building  At  S.L.I. 

[J’he  contract  for  the  Wesley  Foun- 
P  ion  at  Southeastern  Louisiana 
r  cge  at  Hammond  has  been  let 
I  ,j?usa  Brothers  of  Hammond, 
[,lclnS  to  announcement.  The 
Fract  price  is  $60,239.00. 

[ .  ground-breaking  ceremony  will 
m  eld  on  Sunday^  March  25,  at  4:00 

e\em^urs  °f  the  Huilding  Commit- 
e.  or  t*le  new  Foundation  building 
rei  , A-  E-  Hood,  Amite;  Merle 
L,  n’  Bat°n  Rouge;  Mrs.  G.  F. 

enham°Ialusa;  Dr"  T'  W'  MorSan> 
raui-r  Ronald  Simmons, 

ood  n  n;  Elmer  Seders,  Kent- 
ula-  p  C'  P-  Hipscomb,  Poncha- 
-  A  Courtney,  Dr.  M.  C. 
.  j  ur\Van  Miller,  O.  P.  Waldrep, 
tr2vv,  ^le>  and  Steve  LaDew,  all 
nammond 
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THE  WILLSON 
LECTURES  AT 
CENTENARY 

Dr.  Albert  Cook  Outler,  professor 
of  theology  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  Tex.,  conducted 
the  third  annual  Willson- '"’Lecture 
series  at  Centenary  College  during 
the  past  week. 

The  general  theme  of  the  three- 
day  program,  held  Tuesday,  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday,  was  “The  Re¬ 
covery  of  Christian  Morale”.  Dr. 
Outler  spoke  at  9:25  a.m.  each  day 
in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on 
the  campus,  and  all  meetings  were 
compulsory  for  Centenary  students 
and  open  to  the  general  public. 

His  topic  for  the  initial  lecture 
Tuesday  morning  was,  “Dig  Those 
Crazy  Mixed-Up  Kids”.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  he  spoke  on  the  subject,  “The 
Cult  of  Reassurance”,  and  his  Thurs¬ 
day  topic  was,  “A  Religion  for 
Nerve-Wracking  Times”. 

Dr.  Outler  \yas  feted  at  a  tea  at 
4  p.m.  Tuesday  in  the  faculty  lounge 
on  the  campus,  and  he  met  with 
alumni  and  former  students  of 
Centenary  Wednesday  evening. 

President  Joe  j.  Mickle  and  Vice- 
President  R.  Leonard  Cooke  of 
Centenary  completed  arrangements 
for  the  series.  * 

The  Willson  Lectures  are  made 
possible  through  the  generosity  of 


Wesley  Foundation  Group  to  Televise 
Last  Supper  Scene 


Rural  Life  Sunday, 
May  6 

New  York — (NC)  —  In  grateful 
acknowledgement  that  all  men  are 
dependent  upon  Mother  Earth  for 
their  food,  homes  and  material  pos¬ 
sessions,  churches  across  the  nation 
will  say  prayers  for  the  fruits  of 
the  farmers’  labor  on  Rural  Life 
Sunday,  May  6. 

This  observance  is  held  tradition¬ 
ally  on  Rogation  Sunday,  the  fifth 
after  Easter,  and  emphasizes  the  in¬ 
timate  link  between  the  life  of  the 
church  and  the  cycle  of  seed  time 
and  harvest. 

The  celebration  of  the  Rogation 
Days  had  its  birth  more  than  1,500 
years  ago,  back  in  the  fifth  century 
at  Vienna,  in  France,  when  the 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Willson  of  Floy- 
dada,  Tex.  Each  year,  under  the 
annual  program,  an  outstanding 
speaker  in  the  field  of  religion  or 
education  is  brought  to  the  college 
campus  to  meet  with  students  and 
help  them  relate  their  college  life 
to  a  deeper  religious  meaning. 


America's  Face  Is  Changing! 


“The  next  ten  years  present  the  greatest  challenge  ever  faced  by  our 
Church,  ’  says  Dr.  Earl  R.  Brown,  Methodism’s  home  mission  executive. 
“The  changing  inner  city,  the  bulging  suburbs,  the  nearly  abandoned  rural 
sections,  and  the  new  rural  industrial  areas  present  a  challenge  unprec¬ 
edented.  In  each  instance  groups  of  humanity  are  trying  to  find  a  better 
way  of  life  with  little  experience  to  guide  them.  We  are  convinced  that 
the  church  must  be  one  of  the  dominant  factors  in  shaping  the  new  way 
of  life  in  America. 

“The  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor  officially  predicts  that  new 
church  construction  in  America  will  be  26  per  cent  above  last  year  or  a 
total  of  $750,000,000.  The  total  for  July  1955  was  $$66,000,000  or  $14,000,000 
above  the  same  month  of  the  previous  year. 

“What  of  the  future?  Population  growths  and  membership  trends  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  United  States  will  build  70,000  new  churches  and  synagogues 
during  the  next  ten  years,  and  the  cost  will  exceed  six  billion  dollars.  Te 
this  prediction  is  added  12,500  religious  education  buildings.  The  meaning 
of  all  this  in  personnel  needs  is  equally  staggering  and  challenging.  We 
hear  that  church-school  attendance  is  up  122  per  cent  since  1906,  bat  still 
only  37  per  eent  of  the  children,  24  per  cent  of  the  youth,  and  14  per  eent 
of  the  adults  are  being  ueaohed.” 


Members  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  Col¬ 
lege,  Hammond,  are  presenting  The 
Last  Supper  Scene  on  WDSU-TV, 
channel  6,  New  Orleans,  at  9:30, 
Monday,  March  26,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  leaders  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  program  at 
Hammond.  The  presentation  will  be 
on  a  regularly  scheduled  program 
known  as  “Around  The  Town  With 
Mr.  Brown”  which  is  sponsored  by 
Brown’s  Velvet. 

The  Southeastern  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  presented  the  scene  from  The 
Last  Supper  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  at  Hammond  during  the 
Easter  season  last  year.  It  was  well 
received  and  church  leaders  have 
requested  the  Wesley  Foundation 
group  to  repeat  the  presentation  for 
the  church  again  this  year  during 
Holy  Week. 

Wesley  Foundation  members  who 
will  have  leading  roles  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  include  Hugh  McLaurin, 
Baton  Rouge;  Don  Orban,  Whiting, 
Indiana;  Leston  Olson,  New  Orleans; 
Gwen  Korgenay,  Hammond;  and 
Jean  Scott,  Utica,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Lillian  Hay,  director  ef  the 
Southeastern  College  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  program,  and  state  director  of 
the  Methodist  Student  Movement,  is 
director  of  the  dramatic  production. 


"PRAYER  FOR 
PERMANENT  PEACE 
WEEK" 

Prominent  churchmen  have  joined 
in  endorsing  the  Kiwanis  “Prayer 
for  Permanent  Peace  Week”  idea. 
“Prayer  for  Permanent  Peace  Week” 
is  scheduled  for  the  period  between 
April  8  and  April  15th.  Kiwanis 
clubs,  churches,  and  other  interested 
organizations  in  communities 
throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada  will  join  in  observances 
built  around  common  and  concerted 
prayers  for  peace. 

Doctor  Norman  Vincent  Peale, 
Minister  of  Marble  Collegiate 
Church  in  New  York  City,  in  com¬ 
menting  on  “Prayer  for  Permanent 
Peace  Week,”  said:  “I  believe  that 
the  most  powerful  force  that  can  be 
used  in  establishing  .  permanent 
peace  is  prayer.  If  your  organiza¬ 
tion  can  increase  the  number  of 
those  who  continually  pray  for 
peace,  the  day  of  triumph  will  be 
greatly  hastened.” 

Mr.  A.  Dale  Fiers,  President  of 
the  United  Christian  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  in  Indianapolis,  added:  “I  think 
the  ‘Prayer  for  Permanent  Peace 
Week’  idea  is  excellent,  and  I  wish 
to  extend  all  who  participate  my 
hearty  congratulations.  I  hope  the 
results  will  be  gratifying;  and  I  am 
sure  they  will  be  a  source  of  chal¬ 
lenge  and  blessing,  not  only  to 
Kiwanis,  but  to  our  world,  which  is 
in  such  dire  need  of  the  peace  which 
God  alone  can  give.” 
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WILLSON  LECTURESHIP  AT  HENDRIX  DEDICATED 


Jack  Upton,  son  of  Hendrix’s  professor  of  religion,  Dr.  J.  S.  Upton  (extreme 
right),  talks  to  (left  to  right)  Charles  A.  Stuck,  former  Hendrix  alumni 
association  president  and  North  Arkansas  Lay  leader;  Dr.  Smith,  and  Hen¬ 
drix  President  Matt  L.  Ellis. 


North  Arkansas 
Town  And  Country 
Convocation  Held 

By  Georgia  N.  McDonald 

At  least  17  new  Methodist 
Churches  will  be  needed  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  during 
the  next  four  years,  the  district  sup¬ 
erintendents  of  the  Conferences  told 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Commission  and  the  Board 
of  Missions  and  Church  Extension 
at  Hendrix  College,  March  13. 

Many  other  churches  will  under¬ 
go  expansion  program  and  a  few 
will  be  relocated,  the  district  sup¬ 
erintendents  told  the  group  that  al¬ 
so  heard  Dr.  Roy  Sturm,  New  York, 
who  is  a  staff  member  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  research  and  survey, 
National  Board  of  Missions. 

Dr.  Sturm  listed  seven  points  he 
urged  the  church  leaders  to  consid¬ 
er  as  they  meet  the  church  exten¬ 
sion  program  for  the  coming  quad- 
rennium. 

“Observable  differences  between 
rural  and  urban  people  are  disap¬ 
pearing,”  he  said,  “and  the  formal 
education  for  rural  people  is  now 
comparable  with  that  received  by 
those  living  in  urban  sections.” 

Other  points  were:  the  population 
is  increasing  and  will  continue  to 
shift  to  suburban  areas;  the  rural 
farm  population  will  decrease  while 
the  rural  non-farm  population  in¬ 
creases;  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  marriageable  persons  in  -the  U.S. 
has  just  begun;  there  is  a  tendency 
for  persons  of  similar  age  and  pro¬ 
fession  to  form  groups  or  commu¬ 
nities;  and  there  is  a  growing  dis¬ 
satisfaction  by  people  in  smaller 
communities  for  the  program  the 
church  is  offering. 

Dr.  Sturm  urged  the  group  to  buy 
property  in  areas  where  new  addi¬ 
tions  are  expected  to  grow  so  they 
will  be  ready  to  build  when  the 
time  is  right.  He  said  a  committee 
should  be  set  up  to  map  out  a  de¬ 
tailed  plan  for  church  expansion  in 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
considering  all  the  above  points. 

‘The  minister’s  job  in  the  future 
will  become  more  and  more  exact¬ 
ing  and  more  and  more  difficult  as 
the  population  changes  take  place,” 
he  concluded. 

Tuesday’s  meeting  was  the  second 
session  of  the  annual  Town  and 
Country  Convocation  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference,  which  began 
at  Salem  Methodist  Church,  near 
Conway,  Monday. 


The  Rev.  A  .N.  Storey,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Conference  Town 
and  Country  Commission,  and  the 
Rev.  Floyd  G.  Villines,  Jr.,  Commis¬ 
sion  chairman,  presided  at  the  in¬ 
itial  session. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  Conway 
District  Superintendent,  conducted 
the  opening  devotional  and  others 
on  the  morning  program  were:  C. 
A.  Vines  and  Karl  Munson,  both 
with  the  University  of  Arkansas 
Extension  Service;  the  Rev.  E.  J. 
Holifield,  Jonesboro  District  Super¬ 
intendent;  the  Rev.  C.  Ray  Hozen- 
dorf,  Magnolia,  chairman  of  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  Town  and 
Country  Commission;  and  the  Rev. 
Otto  Teague,  Forrest  City  District 
Superintendent. 

Participating  on  the  Monday  aft¬ 
ernoon  program  were  the  Rev.  J. 
Albert  Gatlin,  Paragould  District 
Superintendent;  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Talkington,  Beebe;  the  Rev.  Porter 
Weaver,  Marvell;  and  Dr.  Earl 
Brewer,  Emory  University  profes¬ 
sor. 

A  series  was  done  by  the  speakers 


on  the  town  and  country  church  50 
years  ago  today,  and  25  years  from 
now. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  gave  a  summa¬ 
tion  of  both  Monday  and  Tuesday’s 
sessions. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Sturm’s  address, 
and  the  District  Superintendents’ 
reports,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Storey  spoke 
at  the  joint  meeting  Tuesday  on 
population  trends  in  Arkansas. 

Also  at  Tuesday’s  session,  reports 
were  given  on  the  five  new  church¬ 
es  in  the  Conference  by  the  follow¬ 
ing:  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Simpson, 
pastor  at  Rose  City;  the  Rev.  George 
W.  Martin,  pastor  at  Lakewood;  the 
Rev.  James  Fleming,  pastor  at  St. 
Paul,  Jonesboro;  the  Rev.  William 
Hightower,  pastor  at  Grace  Church, 
Searcy;  and  the  Rev.  Vernon  Pay- 
singer,  pastor  of  the  new  West 
Memphis  Church. 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Chalfant,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Missions  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  Tuesday  session,  and 
the  group  adjourned  long  enough  to 
hear  Dr.  Roy  Smith  who  was  speak¬ 
ing  at  Hendrix  in  the  Willson  Lec¬ 
ture  Series. 


Faith  Healer  Says  Communist-Led 
Mobs  Broke  Up  Melbourne  Meetings 

Tulsa,  Okla.  (RNS)  —  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts,  Tulsa  faith  healer,  said  here 
that  Communist-led  mobs  broke  up 
his  recent  evangelistic  meetings  in 
Melbourne,  Australia. 

Speaking  to  a  forum  luncheon  of 
the  Tulsa  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  his  first  public  appearance  since 
returning  from  a  crusade  to  the 
Philippines  and  Australia,  the  evan¬ 
gelist  said  he  had  cancelled  his  last 
three  meetings  at  Melbourne  when 
mobs  got  out  of  hand. 

He  also  declared  he  was  “mis¬ 
quoted”  by  some  newspopers  which 
stated  he  would  never  return  to 
Australia. 

“I  love  the  Australian  people.  I 
shall  return,”  Mr.  Roberts  said. 

He  quoted  Norman  Banks,  Mel¬ 
bourne  radio-television  analyst,  as 
stating  the  latter  had  recognized 
known  Communists  among  groups 
of  agitators  who  broke  up  the  evan- 


Hendrix  College  dedicated  u 
first  annual  J.  M.  Willson  Leetur 
ship  in  the  Hendrix  Chapel  March 
12.  Speaker  for  this  year’s  leetur 
series  was  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith  of  r ' 5 
Jolla,  California.  Dr.  Smith  spot3 
on  the  general  theme  of  “Creativ8 
Choices.”  e 

Among  those  participating  in  ^ 
service  of  dedication  were  Bishon 
Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock;  Dr 
Fred  G.  Roebuck  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Fort  Smith;  Rev' 
Joel  A.  Cooper  of  Conway  pjrst 
Methodist  Church;  Dr.  J.  S.  Upton 
Hendrix  professor  of  religion  and 
Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis,  president  of  Hen¬ 
drix,  presiding. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Willson  0{ 
Floydada,  Tex.,  who  made  the  lec. 
tureship  possible  through  the  establ 
lishment  of  a  $15,000  endowment 
fund  to  support  the  lectures,  were 
present  for  the  service. 

Following  the  dedicatory  service, 
the  Willsons  and  Dr.  Smith  were 
honored  with  a  reception  in  Kulen 
Lounge. 


Church  To  Conduct 
UN  Drama  Contest 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt;  Guthrie 
McClintic,  theatrical  producer;  Dr. 
Harold  Ehrensperger,  professor  at 
Boston  University;  Mrs.  Mary  Lord, 
United  States  representative  on  the 
U.N.  Commission  on  Human  Rights, 
and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Lewis  of  the 
United  Nations  radio  staff,  are 
judges  for  a  United  Nations  play¬ 
writing  contest  being  sponsored  this 
spring  by  two  agencies  of  the  Board 
of  Missions. 

The  contest  is  open  to  any  student 
enrolled  in  college  or  university  and 
rules  call  for  writing  a  one-act  play 
about  the  U.N.  or  some  phase  of  its 
work.  A  deadline  of  June  5  has 
been  set  for  receipt  of  manuscripts, 
which  are  to  be  sent  to  Room  637, 
150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11, 
N.  Y. 

The  sponsoring  groups  are  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  through  its  Department  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  and  Local 
Church  Activities,  and  the  Student 
Department  of  the  mission  board. 

Mrs.  Clifford  Bender  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division,  who  is  in  charge  of 
contest  arrangements,  said  the  a- 
ward  for  the  winning  play  will  be  a 
trip  to  New  York  for  the  author  and 
production  of  the  drama  by  a  little 
theater  group  during  United  Nations 
Week. 


gelist’s  meetings. 

Mr.  Roberts  maintains  his  inter¬ 
national  headquarters  here. 

Reports  from  Australia  said  the 
evangelist  had  been  forced  to  cut 
short  his  visit  there  because  of  hos¬ 
tile  public  and  press  reaction  nj 
Melbourne.  Mr.  Roberts  has  denied 
this. 


What  Influences 
Women 

New  York— (NC)— A  new  kind 1  of 
nationwide  project  for  women  is  he 
ing  launched  this  year.  It’s  cal  e 
“The  Pursuit  of  Truth.”  { 

So  often,  termed  the  molders 
family  opinion,  church  women  a1 
urged  to  look  within  themselves  ^ 
give  an  honest  answer  on  who  m*. 
their  opinions.  What  personam' 
sway  them?  What  newspaper-- 
What  organizations? 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^1 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  and  Dr.  Roy  Strum,  General  Board  of  Missions 
staff  megiber,  are  here  being  shown  pictures  reflecting  the  growth  of  one  of  North 
Arkansas  Conference’s  newest  churches,  St.  Paul’s,  Jonesboro,  by  the  St.  Paul’s  pastor, 
Rev.  James  Fleming. 
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A  CERTAIN  ISSUE  BEFORE  THE 
1956  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 


Then  And  Now 


By  A.  T.  Mcllwain,  St.  Louis* 


The  unification  of  three  branches 
of  American  Methodism  —  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
__  was  hailed  far  and  wide  as  a 
great  achievement.  It  i£  interesting 
to  note  just  how  this  great  achieve-, 
ment  was  accomplished.  In  his  book 
“A  Long  Road  to  Methodist  Union” 
Bishop  John  M.  Moore  says: 

“Methodist  union  finally  arrived 
after  a  very  long,  hard  journey.  It 
started  August  17,  1876,  and  came 
to  a  glorius  destination  on  May  10, 
1939,  at  8:59  in  the  evening,  a  period 
of  sixty-two  years,  eight  months, 
and  twenty-three  days.  At  no  time 
in  this  long  period  was  this  matter 
allowed  to  be  entirely  laid  aside. 
Strong,  conscientious  men,  of  high 
purpose,  far  vision,  and  righteous 
will,  kept  before  the  Churches  the 
lively  hope  that  they  could  and 
would  find  their  way  into  an  honor¬ 
able,  effective,  and  substantial  un¬ 
ion.” 

Bishop  Moore  then  traces  the 
movement  step  by  step  until  the 
vote  was  taken  on  the  plan  which 
was  finally  adopted.  One  of  the 
amazing  things  about  the  whole 
movement  was  the  large  vote  in 
favor  of  the  plan: 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  — 
Annual  Conference  vote:  17,239  for 
and  1,862  against.  General  Confer¬ 
ence  vote:  470  for  and  83  against. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South  —  Annual  Conference  vote: 
7,650  for  and  1,247  against.  General 
Conference  vote:  434  for  and  26 
against. 

Methodist  Protestant  Church  — 
Annual  Conference  vote:  1,265  for 
and  1,862  against.  General  Confer¬ 
ee:  142  for  and  39  against. 

In  commenting  on  this  vote  Bish¬ 
op  Moore  said,  “These  votes  thrilled 
all  Methodism.” 

But  the  most  thrilling  phase  of 
lhe  entire  movement  was  when  the 
Uniting  Conference  met  for  the  de¬ 
claration  of  union  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing,  May  10,  1939.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  thrilling  and  inspirational 
experiences  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  were  privileged  to  be  a  part 
°1  this  great  occasion.  The  principal 
address  was  made  by  Bishop  Edwin 
d-  Hughes.  In  his  inimitable  fashion 
fe  described  the  occasion  in  the 
°Howing  language:  ( 

On  this  night  our  century  plant 
eomes  to  the  glory  of  its  bloom.  We 
p  anc*  entranced  as  we  behold  the 
oior  and  know  the  fragerance  of 
L 6  .^ar^en  the  Lord  where  the 

in  tv.  gar(*en  meets  with  us 

the  holy  companionship  of  his 
k  ace.  We  have  waited  patiently 


•»r.  A 


of  ’  thi  tlw'ain  is  Executive  Secretary 
MKoamvi  Jfthtxiist  Board  of  Pensions, 

the  NArLCi?/poratlon'  and  a  member 
North  Mississippi  Conference. 
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for  him  and  he  hath  brought  this 
thing  to  pass.  Praise  be  to  his  holy 
Name!” 

Now,  just  what  happened  at  the 
Uniting  Conference  meeting  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City  on  May  19,  1939?  The  three 
branches  of  Methodism  mentioned 
above  adopted  a  plan  of  union  which 
represented  almost  three-fourths  of 
a  century  of  painstaking  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  choice  leaders  of 
all  three  churches.  It  also  represen¬ 
ted  the  final  outcome  of  a  move¬ 
ment  which  had  the  support  of  the 
prayers  of  millions  of  Methodists, 
both  north  and  south. 

In  seeking  to  explain  this  great 
achievement  Bishop  Hughes  said: 

“What  explains  all  this?  In  the 
spiritual  background  were  millions 
of  prayers.  In  the  recent  months 
heaven  has  become  custodian  of  the 
countless  petitions  that  were  offered 
in  our .  cathedrals  and  in  tiny  rural 
meeting  houses.  Old  people  spoke 
to  God,  and  he  had  so  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  listening  to  them 
that  he  could  not  close  his  big  heart 
against  their  loving  demands.  In 
our  council  rooms,  little  and  big, 
the  Lord  of  wisdom  heard  our  plea 
for  light  and  often  touched  us  with 
the  radiance  of  his  own  purpose.” 

Yes,  a  plan  of  union  was  adopted. 
But  what  kind  of  a  plan?  The  ques¬ 
tion  answers  itself:  The  present 
Plan  including  the  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  The  growth  and  success  of 
the  Methodist  Church  since  May 
10,  1939  is  probf  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  plan  and  justifies  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  elation  with  which  the 
plan  was  adopted. 

We  now  come  to  the  point  of 
this  paper.  If  -the  plan  adopted  by 
the  uniting  conference  sixteen  years 
ago  represented  such  a  marvelous 
achievement  of  human  effort,  which 
was  manifestly  blessed  by  the  Lord, 
how  can  it  now  become  a  monstrous 
evil  to  be  spoken  of  as  “undemo¬ 
cratic”  and  even  “unchristian”?  To 
assume  such  an  attitude  towards  the 
plan  appears  to  this  writer  to  say 
to  the  members  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  who  voted  88%  for  the 
plan,  and  to  the  members  of  the 
General  Conferences  who  voted 
87%  for  the  plan,  that  you  made  a 
grievous  mistake  when  you  so  voted. 
We  would  say  to  such  men  as  Bish¬ 
ops  Edwin  H.  Hughes,  John  M. 
Moore  and  J.  H.  Straughn,  and  to 
many  thousands  of  others  who  la¬ 
bored  so  tirelessly  and  sacrificially 
to  bring  about  this  union,  that  you 
fostered  and  gave  to  the  church  a 
great  evil  which  must  now  be  cor¬ 
rected.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
members  of  the  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  take  such  action.  It 
is  further  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  millions  who  prayed  for  the 
success  of  the  original  plan  will 
now  pray  for  the  undoing  of  the 
labors  of  those  who  helped  to  bring 


it  about.  Time  and  conditions  change 
but  principles  remain  constant.  If 
the  members  of  the  Annual  'Con¬ 
ferences  and  the  General  Conferen¬ 
ces  who  voted  on  the  plan  of  union 
were  right  sixteen  years  ago,  will 
the  members  of  these  conferences 
meeting  in  1956-57  say  that  they 
were  wrong? 


Sermon  Contest  Open 
To  200,000  Clergymen 

A  nation-wide  program  for  public 
discussion  of  the  basic  principle  of 
both  democracy  and  Protestant 
Christianity  has  been  launched  “For 
a  rebirth  of  Freedom  in  America 
through  a  deeper,  more  general  un¬ 
derstanding  of  Freedom  of  Con¬ 
science.”  The  sponsor  is  THE 
CHURCHMAN,  of  New  York,  an 
independent  journal  of  the  Protest¬ 
ant  Episcopal  Church,  established 
in  1804,  but  participation  cuts  across 
all  denominational  lines,  and  en¬ 
dorsement  is  given  to  it  by  leading 
clergymen  and  laymen  of  leading 
church  groups. 

Requirements  for  participation  are 
simple.  Any  person,  whether  an 
ordained  clergyman  or  not,  who  has 
access  to  any  church  in  America 
for  delivery  of  a  sermon  on  the 
“FREEDOM  OF  CONSCIENCE 
IN  AMERICA  TODAY”  may 
compete  for  the  gold,  silver  and 
bronze  plaques  which  will  be  award¬ 
ed  the  authors  of  the  first  three 
sermons  judged  “best”;  and  fifty 
distinguished  -  mention  certificates 
which  will  go  to  the  fifty  others 
considered  most  meritorious. 

“Because  of  the  nature  of  the 
topic,”  a  sponsoring  official  says, 
“no  one  may  dictate  or  influence 
what  a  participant  wishes  to  say 
on  Freedom  of  Conscience.  Each 
contestant,  or  participant,  is  to 
think  the  thing  through,  and  pre¬ 
sent  his  Views  and  conclusions  as 
he  sees  the  picture. 

“The  judgment  points  (not  hard- 
and-fast  ‘rules’)  which  the  Board  of 
Judges  will  consider  are  these:  Vi¬ 
sion;  Breadth;  Intellectual  and  emo¬ 
tional  impact;  Pertinence  to  our 
times;  Appeal  to  mankind  every¬ 
where;  Application  to  democracy 
and  religion;  Background;  and  Doc¬ 
umentation.” 

Rules  and  Regulations 

Students  and  clergymen  are 
equally  eligible.  The  sermon  “entry” 
must  be  delivered  by  the  writer  to 
a  congregation  prior  to  July  1,  1956. 
Immediately  after  delivery,  the 
manuscript  is  to  be  mailed  to  THE 
FREEDOM-OF-CONSCIENCE  CON¬ 
TEST,  Suite  708,  118  East  8th  Street, 
New  York  16,  N.  Y.  No  manuscripts 
can  be  returned.  They  are  to  be 
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THE 

LIVING 

WORD 

By  DR.  LUTHER  A.  WEIQLE 

Chairman  Standard  Bible  Committee, 

National  Council,  The  Churches  of 

Christ  in  the  United  States  of  America 

No.  14 

WORDS  THAT  HAVE 
ACQUIRED  WORSE 
MEANINGS 

A  number  of  words  were  used 
by  the  King  James  Version  in  a 
good  or  at  least  harmless  or  neutral 
sense,  which  now  have  acquired 
worse  or  more  violent  meanings. 
“Base”  simply  meant  “lowly”  or 
“humble”  —  “I,  Paul,  who  in  pres¬ 
ence  am  base  among  you”  (2  Cor¬ 
inthians  10:1).  “Vile”  was  no 
worse  —  “our  vile  body”  (Philip- 
pians  ^3:21)  is  rendered  by  the  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version  “our  lowly 
body”;  and  the  poor  man’s  “vile 
raiment”  (James  2:2)  is  “shabby 
clothing.” 

When  we  read  concerning  John 
the  Baptist  that  “the  soldiers  de¬ 
manded  of  him,  saying,  And  what 
shall  we  do”  (Luke  3:14),  we  get 
an  impression  of  peremptoriness 
that  did  not  belong  to  the  word 
“demand”  in  1611,  when  it  simply 
meant  “ask.”  “Riot”  and  “rioting” 
referred  then  to  revelry  and  loose 
living  rather  than  to  turbulence  and 
violence. 

“Addicted”  was  then  employed  in 
a  good  sense  but  now  is  generally 
used  of  bad  habits.  The  KJ  render¬ 
ing  “they  have  addicted  themselves 
to  the  ministry  of  the  saints”  has 
been  changed  in  RSV  to  read,  “they 
have  devoted  themselves  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  saints”  (1  Corinthians 
16.15).  The  word  “unspeakable” 
tends  to  be  applied  now  to  bad 
rather  than  to  good  things;  the 
Revised  Standard  Version  therefore 
has  “Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  in¬ 
expressible  gift!”  (2  Corinthians 
9:15),  and  “rejoice  with  unutterable 
joy”  (1  Peter  1:8.) 

The  word  “covet”  was  used  for 
earnest  desire  and  zeal  for  the  high¬ 
er  things  of  life,  as  well  as  for  in¬ 
ordinate  passion  for  its  more  mater¬ 
ial  comforts  (1  Corinthians  12:31). 
The  word  “convenient”  was  applied 
to  what  is  fitting  and  proper  in¬ 
stead  of  to  what  suits  one’s  person¬ 
al  ease  or  comfort  or  lies  near  at 
hand  (Ephesians  5:4).  To  “tempt” 
was  sometimes  used  in  the  sense 
of  try  or  test,  without  the  present 
implication  of  seeking  to  lead  into 
evil  (Mark  12:15). 

The  “barbarous”  were  simply 
people  who  did  not  know  the  Greek 
language  or  share  in  the  Greek  cul¬ 
ture  (Acts  28:2).  The  “feeble-mind¬ 
ed”  were  not  mentally  deficient, 
but  simply  faint-hearted  (1  Thess- 
alonians  5:14).  The  “Libertines”  who 
appear  just  once  in  the  Bible  (Acts 
6:9)  were  not  loose  livers,  but  res¬ 
pectable  freedmen,  who  had  a  syn¬ 
agogue  in  Jerusalem. 


typewritten,  double-spaced,  with 
author’s  name  and  address,  and  date 
of  delivery  stated  in  a  sealed  en¬ 
velope  attached  to  the  MS.  The 
manuscripts  become  the  property  of 
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exclusive  rights  to  publish  or 
broadcast  any  submitted  manuscript, 
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will  be  given  to  the  author.  Winning 
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MUST  HE  BE  CRUCIFIED  AGAIN? 


Ch«s.  A.  Wells 


c {Moving  toward  c54  Qreat  fflimaX 

THE  Attendance  Campaign  in  Church  School  and  worship  serv¬ 
ices,  which  has  been  in  progress  throughout  our  church  since 
the  beginning  of  January,  is  moving  toward  a  great  climax 
in  the  next  two  Sundays,  Palm  Sunday  and  Easter  Sunday. 

These  special  days  should  be  all  the  more  meaningful  this  year 
because  of  the  work  done  through  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year.  While  we  have  given  concern  to  numbers  in  the  Attendance 
Campaign,  we  should  in  no  instance  be  satisfied  with  numbers 
alone. 

These  Should  be  days  of  high  spiritual  achievement.  Good  peo¬ 
ple,  through  reconsecration  of  life,  should  become  better  people. 
People  out  of  Qhrist  will  find  no  better  time  than  the  Easter  period 
to  make  definite  commitment  of  their  lives  to  Christ  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  of  life.  The  results  of  such  a  spiritual  climax  to  the  At¬ 
tendance  Campaign  will  be  that  the  influence  of  the  campaign  will 
be  felt  through  the  extended  period,  from  Easter  through  Pentecost 
Sunday  and  we  trust  throughout  the  year. 

Evangelistic  Emphasis  ^Projected 

THE  National  Council  of  Churches  has  announced  plans  for  an 
evangelistic  emphasis  in  member  churches  during  the  period 
between  Easter  Sunday  and  Pentecost  Sunday,  during  which 
time  local  church  leaders  are  asked  to  give  special  attention  to 
reaching  the  unchurched  and  uncommitted  people  of  our  nation 
and  to  assimulating  present  and  new  members  into  a  more  active 
relation  in  church  programs. 

One  cannot  question  the  worthwhileness  of  such  a  projected 
program.  Whatever  else  it  may  mean,  it  certainly  points  up  the 
growing  concern  by  church  leaders  of  this  aspect  of  church  pro¬ 
gram.  There  could  be  no  greater  demonstration  of  the  church’s 
concern  for  the  salvation  of  people  than  a  great  simultaneous  united 
effort  by  all  churches  directed  toward  these  ends. 


T aim  Sunday,  1956 


THE  more  one  develops  in  his  Christian  experience  the  more 
he  becomes  aware  of  the  large  place  that  personal  sacrifice 
has  in  that  experience.  When  one  reaches  the  place  where  he 
is  no  longer  willing  to  meet  the  increasing  demands  which  Chris¬ 
tianity  makes  on  one’s  life,  at  that  point  development  comes  to  a 
standstill.  There  seems  to  be  a  definite  correlation  between  real 
living  and  real  giving. 

There  is  no  more  dramatic  illustration  of  giving  and  living 
than  is  seen  on  the  first  Palm  Sunday  when  Jesus  entered  Jerusa¬ 
lem  for  the  last  time.  For  three  years  Jesus  had  been  at  work  in 
His  public  ministry.  He  had  so  given  of  Himself  during  that  period 
that  His  ministry  and  influence  had  begun  to  take  on  large  propor¬ 
tions.  So  many  people  had  come  under  the  spell  of  His  ministry 
that  Jewish  leaders  were  alarmed  lest  the  status  quo  be  disturbed. 
Had  Jesus  ceased  this  complete  giving  of  Himself  at  any  time  in 
His  ministry  the  effectiveness  of  His  ministry  would  have  been 
over  and  His  influence  for  righteousness  at  an  end. 

As  He  entered  Jerusalem  at  the  head  of  a  procession  on  a 
donkey  and  His  followers  were  acclaiming  Him  as  their  King,  Jesus 
was  again  giving  of  Himself.  Even  as  He  entered  the  city  He  was 
aware  of  what  the  future  consequences  would  be.  Those  who  waved 
the  palm  branches  and  scattered  their  garments  in  His  path  as  He 
passed  before  them  were  also  outgoing  in  their  expression  of  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  One  they  were  honoring,  thus  making  the  whole  experi¬ 
ence  of  Jesus’  entry  into  Jerusalem  one  which  will  be  forever  re¬ 
membered.  , 

The  tragedy  eame  within  the  next  few  days  when  most  01  those 

who  had  shouted  Hosannah  discovered  the  cost  of  continued  loyalty 
to  Jesus.  The  cost  to  Jesus  became  greater  and  greater  until  the 
cross  itself.  As  the  cost  became  greater  to  His  followers  they  began 
to  fall  by  the  wayside,  even  to  the  point  of  denying  their  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  Jesus  wjien  questioned  about  Him. 

There  are  always  implications  in  expressing  our  loyalty  to  any 
worthy  end.  The  cost  of  loyalty  oftentimes  becomes  greater  with 
the  passing  of  time.  The  course  which  calls  for  greater  sacrifice 


and  no  compromise  is  more  times  than  not  the  proper  one.  Our 
Hosannahs  and  declarations  of  dedications  to  Christ  at  once  make 
us  a  party  to  Jesus’  mission.  Let  us  not  forsake  Him  and  His  cause 
regardless  of  the  cost. 

c&hey  {Are  Separate  Questions 

MEASURES  that  have  been  introduced  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  to  furnish  Federal  aid  to  public  schools  through¬ 
out  the  nation,  seem  to  be  moving  toward  a  self-defeating 
impasse  which  likely  will  prevent  all  legislation  on  the  matter 
which,  in  turn,  will  mean  that  there  will  be  no  Federal  aid  to 
schools  anywhere. 

This  situation  has  developed  as  a  result  of  an  amendment  to 
the  Federal  Aid  Program  offered  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Congressman  A.  C.  Powell,  Jr.,  a  Negro  representative  from 
New  York.  The  Powell  amendment  would  deny  Federal  aid  to 
schools  in  any  locality  that  fails  to  integrate  its  schools. 

Federal  aid  to  schools  and  the  integration  of  schools  are  two 
separate  problems,  each  with  enough  complications  of  its  own  to 
tax  the  mentality  and  ingenuity  of  the  best  of  our  leaders,  without 
combining  the  difficulties  oLboth  problems  in  one  package.  Any¬ 
one  who  attempts  to  combine  these  two  big  problems  into  one  big¬ 
ger  problem  only  produces  additional  confusion  and  does  both 
education  and  good  race  relations  a  decided  disservice. 

Most  friends  of  the  program  in  Congress  for  Federal  aid  to 
schools  doubt  that  the  legislation  could  be  passed  in  the  Senate 
with  the  Powell  amendment  attached.  Congressman  Powell,  a  na¬ 
tional  leader  of  his  race,  might  do  his  own  people  a  gross  injustice 
by  thus  bringing  about  the  defeat  of  Federal  aid  to  schools  or  even 
by  succeeding  ih  making  integration  a  condition  for  granting  Fed- 

Oral  aid  to  schools.  / 

If  Federal  aid  to  schools  is  needed  anywhere  in  the  nation,  it 
is  needed  in  the  deep  South  where  schools,  at  the  present,  are 
largely  segregated.  It  is  impossible  for  even  the  most  optimistic 
segregationist  to  predict  the  length  of  time  that  may  elapse  before 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  100%  effective.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  if  only  integrated  schools  were  eligible  for  Federal  aid,  it  is 
quite  conceivable  that  numbers  of  schools  in  the  South,  both  white 
and  colored,  might  suffer  while  schools  in  other  sections  are  re¬ 
ceiving  aid. 

Federal  aid  to  schools  and  the  integration  of  schools  are  two 
separate  problems.  We  do  not  believe  any  good  purpose  is  served 
by  attempting  to  make  them  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Congressman 
Powell  will  withdraw  his-  amendmerft  and  allow  Federal  aid  to 
schools  to  be  considered  on  its  own  merit. 
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A  rife  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Stockman 

A  KING'S  RANSOM 

When  we  speak  of  a  king’s  ransom,  we  think  of  a  hand¬ 
some  sum.  To  capture  a  king  and  hold  him  for  ransom  was  an 
early  and  lucrative  form  of  kidnapping.  Subjects  would  pay  a  high  price 
to  recover  their  ruler.  In  fact,  some  kings  have  been  pretty  costly  objects 
in  the  world’s  history.  And  if  they  were  captured,  their 
subjects  were  honor  bound  to  pay  heavily  for  then- 
ransom. 

But  Jesus  of  Nazareth  allowed  Himself  to  be  called 
King.  And  yet  He  said  of  Himself,  “The  Son  of  Man 
came  not  to  be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister  and  to 
give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many.”  When,  therefore,  we 
speak  of  His  ransom,  we  mean  one  paid  BY  a  king 
and  not  FOR  a  king. 

The  word  ransom,  in  connection  with  Christ,  has 
been  variously  interpreted.  Some  mediaeval  theologians 
held  it  to  mean  that  Christ’s  life  was  the  price  which 
God  paid  to  release  man  from  the  clutches  of  the  devil. 

We  do  not  explain  evil  today  as  the  handiwork  of  a  personal  devil,  for 
we  do  not  think  of  God’s  sovereignty  as  divided  or  shared  by  a  rival  spirit. 
But  we  do  recognize  a  devilish  spirit  abroad  in  the  world.  It  seems  almost 
a  demonic  spirit.  It  has  governments  in  its  grip.  It  seems  veritably  incarnate 
in  certain  personalities.  Yes,  we  feel  its  clutches  catching  at  ourselves.  And 
we  think  of  Christ  as  giving  His  life  to  ransom  us  from  bondage  to  this 
devilish  spirit. 

And  the  first  form  of  this  captivity  from  which  the  Son  of  Man  can 
ransom  us  is  the  devilish  bondage  of  power  itself. 

Consider  the  occasion  which  called  forth  our  Lord’s  remark  that  He 
came  “not  to  be  ministerepk  unto,  but  to  minister.”  He  was  on  His  way  up 
to  Jerusalem  for  His  great  sacrifice.  The  mother  of  two  of  His  disciples  came 
to  Him  saying:  “Grant  that  these  my  two  sons  may  sit,  the  one  on  thy  right 
hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left,  in  thy  kingdom.” 

Disciples,  Too 

That  remark  revealed  that  even  His  own  disciples  still  looked  upon 


Christ’s  kingdom  as  a  place  where  overlordship  was  to  be  exercised  and 
favors  were  to  be  dispensed.  If  Jesus  had  thus  used  His  power  for  personal 
aggrandizement,  as  did  other  kings,  His  disciples  would  have  understood 
Him.  But  He  said  to  them:  “Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the  Gentiles  exer¬ 
cise  dominion  over  them,  and  they  that  are  greet  exercise  authority  upon 
them.  But  it  shall  not  be  so  among  you;  but  whosoever  will  be  great  among 
you,  let  him  be  your  minister  .  .  .  even  as  the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be 
rpinistered  unto  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many." 

Ah,  that  was  a  novel  idea  of  kingship.  The  contemporaries  of  Jesus 
could  not  grasp  it.  If  Christ  had  assumed  a  kingship  with  a  crown  and  the 
usual  prerequisites  of  power,  the  people  would  .have  understood  Him  and 
followed  Him  in  a  revolt  against  Rome. 

If  Christ  had  asserted  His  power  in  the  usual  manner  of  the  world, 
Judas  would  have  understood  Him,  for  I  lean  to  the  view  that  Judas  Iscariot 
betrayed  Jesus  in  order  to  force  his  Lord’s  hand  and  make  Him  show  the 
Messianic  power  which  Judas  believed  He  possessed.  And  if  Jesus  had 
allowed  men  to  minister  unto  Him  as  other  kings  did,  Pilate  too  would 
have  understood  Him.  But  because  the  “Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  min¬ 
istered  unto  but  to  minister,”  He  was  misunderstood,  deserted,  ridiculed, 
and  betrayed.  His  idea  of  rulership  was  too  revoluntionary  for  His  day. 

Revolutionary 

Yet  think  how  Christ  has  revolutionized  the  regard  for  rulership.  Gone 
are  old  hereditary  kings  who  held  power  for  the  sake  of  the  perquisites  it 
gave  their  families.  To  be  sure,  the  British  Commonwealth  keeps  her  queen, 
but  it  is  because  that  noble  monarch  serves  her  people.  In  democracies  we 
elect  our  rulers.  But  no  person  could  be  elected  president  or  senator  or 
governor  on  the  platform,  “I  want  the  opposition  and  the  power  it  gives.” 
We  call  our  public  officials  “public  servants.”  We  honor  and  remember 
them  by  the  service  they  render. 

But  while  we  have  come  to  recognize  Christ’s  principle  that  power  is 
to  be  used  for  service,  we  must  be  ever  watchful  to  preserve  the  practice 
of  it.  Mussolini,  Hitler  and  Stalin  were  not  the  only  ones  who  have  been 
corrupted  by  the  power  they  got.  How  sadly  common  are  the  cases  where 
success  has  gone  to  the  head  and  spoiled  the  spirit  of  service. 

In  the  name  of  “the  Son  of  Man  who  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto 
but  to  minister,”  let  us  pray  that  the  Sons  of  man  may  be  ransomed  from 
the  subtle  bondage  of  power. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  VERY  UNUSUAL  EXPERIENCE 

Today  I  visited  a  group  in  the  Arkansas 
penitentiary  at  Cummins  Farm.  It  was  the  first 
time  i  had  ever  done  it,  so  of  course  had  many 
very  unusual  experiences.  You  will  not  read 
this  for  several  weeks  after  it  is  written,  but 
its  impact  on  my  thinking  will  be  strong  when 
you  read  it. 

The  group  which  I  visited  is  the  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  Group  within  the  “fence.”  Here  are 
over  100  men;  part  of  the  total  A.  A.  group  of 
white  and  colored  men  and  women.  The  100  or 
more  white  men  had  invited  me  to  speak  to 
them,  so  I  had  accepted"* with  a  good  deal  of 
expectancy,  almost  of  curiosity.  Of  course  these 
men  represent  the  most  hopeful  group  there. 
Nearly  all  of  them  have  been  able  to  face  life 
with  a  new  sense  of  serenity,  so  that  they  are 
well  on  the  road  to  adjustment  for  the  days 
when  they  will  return  “outside.” 

But  my  reactions  were  not  at  all  what  I  had 
expected  to  have  from  the  trip.  Expecting  to 
see  guards  and  other  evidences  of  security  as 
the  overshadowing  fact,  I  soon  forgot  about 
them.  In  fact  I  sat  directly  in  front  of  a  “rifle¬ 
man”  nearly  an  hour  before  I  realized  that  he 
was  there.  Somehow  an  entirely  different  im¬ 
pression  was  made  on  me  by  the  men.  After 
the  meeting  was  over,  we  all  had  coffee  together. 
And  here  was  the  part  of  my  visit  that  was  most 
surprising.  Expebting  to  meet  sullgnness  and 
unfriendliness,  I  was  all  at  once  overwhelmed 
hy  the  hunger  of  these  men  for  a  warm  hand¬ 
shake  and  a  smile.  I  had  been  warned  that  they 
were  a  bit  timid  about  handshaking,  and  that 
1  d  have  to  make  the  first  move.  What  surprised 

was  the  way  the  men  crowded  around  every 
visitor,  waiting  for  him  to  shake  their  hands 
und  say  a  kind  word  to  them.  One  asked  me  to 
hnd  out  about  his  boy;  another  asked  to  write 
o  his  wife  and  implore^  her  to  not  divorce  him; 
Trio  anot^er  asked  for  some  books  about  the 
,‘^e-  I  found  myself  feeling  terribly  humble  in 
he  presence  of  these  men,  all  of  whom  were 
under  conviction  of  the  law,  but  who  were  trying 
esperately  to  adjust  themselves  to  normal  liv- 
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I  On  A  Wide  j 
|  Circuit  I 

W.  W.  Reid  | 

WE  KNOW  HE  LIVES  .  .  . 

IN  THE  BREAKING  OF  BREAD 

pThere  is  a  dramatic  incident  told  in  the 
closing  chapter  of  St.  Luke’s  Gospel  that  sheds 
important  light  on  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ  ....  Two  of  the  disciples,  you  will  recall, 
were  walking  with  Jesus  on  the  road  to  Emmaus 
on  “that  same  day”  of  resurrection,  “but  then- 
eyes  were  holden  that  they  should  not  know 
him.”  At  the  end  of  the  journey,  they  entered 
a  home  (presumably  of  one  of  the  disciples)  and 
they  sat  down  to  a  meal.  And  then,  St.  Luke 
records,  “as  he  sat  at  meat  with  them,  he  took  ' 
bread,  and ,  blessed  it,  and  brake,  and  gave  to 
them.  And  <t*heir  eyes  were  opened,  and  they 
knew  him  .  .  . 

Likewise,  St.  Mark  notes  that  Jesus,  after 
proving  to  his  disciples  that  he  was  risen  from 
the  dead,  said  that  they  —  believing  —  would 
cast  out  devils,  speak  in  many  tongues,  preach, 
and  heal.  While  St.  John  recalls  Jesus’  three¬ 
time  admonition  to  Peter,  “Feed  my  lambs.” 

Today,  as  We  see  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Spirit 
of  Jesus,  in  action  among  men  we  know  he  is 
alive  and  working  through  and  for  men.  This 
is  our  surest  proof  of  resurrection:  our  eyes  are 
opened  and  we  know  him  as  we  break  bread  to¬ 
gether  and  serve  it  to  the  needy  of  the  world. 
We  see  the  fulfillment  of  his  promise  as  we  feed 


ing. 

This  is  no  maudlin  effort  to  make  you  sorry 
for  these  men  just  because  they  are  behind  bars. 
But  it  is  a  very  sincere  effort  to  show  every 
reader  how  thankful  we  should  be  to  God  that 
He  through  His  divine  grace  has  spared  us 
from  these  humiliations.  It  also  is  a  request  to 
put  new  meanings  into  Jesus’  words  about  the 
importance  of  ministering  to  them  who  are  in 
prison.  The  prayers  of  all  Christians  for  these, 
and  all  people  in  places  like  this,  will  help  us  to 
understand  our  fellow  man  better.  It  might 
even  cause  us  to  think  twice  when  we  want  to 
wink  at  a  law  which  seems  irksome  to  obey. 
For  after  all,  these  in  the  penitentiary  are  only 
the  ones  who  were  caught.  You  and  I  were 
luckier. 


his  lambs  the  world  over,  and  as  we  teach, 
preach,  and  heal.  We  feel  and  know  that  he  lives, 
that  he  sits  at  the  table  with  us,  that  he  works 
with  us  as  we  labor  in  his  service. 

Quietly  he  walks  along  the  road  with  us, 
quietly  he  breaks  bread  at  our  table,  as  we  gath¬ 
er  in  the  hungry,  the  needy,  the  lonely,  and  the 
outcasts  and  share  with  them  the  bread  that  sus¬ 
tains  their  bodies,  and  the  bread  that  sustains 
their  souls.  Indeed,  we  often  see  and  know  him 
as  we  look  into  the  faces  and  hearts  of  these  his 
other  children. 

Today,  as  we  tell  the  Gospel  story  to  those 
who  know  it  not,  or  reason  with  those  who 
follow  it  not  —  as  we  break  the  bread  of  life 
to  the  hungry  and  forsaken,  and  see  the  miracle 
of  spiritual  healing  —  we  sense  the  continuing 
power  of  a  Living  Christ.  He  is  at  our  table,  and 
we  recognize  his  presence. 

The  doctor  and  the  nurse,  standing  watchful 
over  the  patient  whom  medicine  and  surgery 
and  prayer  are  bringing  back  from  sickness  to 
health,  know  that  the  Living  Christ,  as  promised, 
is  at  their  side.  They,  too,  stand  in  awe  and  in 
reverence  before  a  miracle  that  they  alone  could 
not  perform. 

The  very  bread  that  is  broken  for  the 
hungry  —  the  bread  that  came  from  the  grain 
that  “died”  in  the  earth  to  produce  the  abund¬ 
ant  harvest  —  is  the  ever-wonderful  miracle 
before  which  all  men  stand  in  awe  and  ready  to 
worship  the  Giver.  The  Power  that  never  fails 
the  farmer,  he  knows,  is  a  living  Power.  The 
farmer  knows  his  Christ  is  walking  down  the 
furrow  with  him  when  the  sod  is  broken  and 
the  grain  for  bread  is  sown. 

So,  too,  when  men  in  our  day  invite  the 
Christ  into  the  offices  and  halls  of  government 
and  consult  him  in  plans  for  healing  of  the  na¬ 
tions,  for  the  settlement  of  the  problems  of 
state,  they  become  conscious  of  his  living  Power 
and  of  his -miracle-working  through  men. 

Jesus  “died”  1900  years  ago.  But  who  does 
not  recognize  the  power,  the  healing,  the  hunger- 
satisfying  that  is  active  from  hinj  everywhere 
today.  No  “dead  man,”  no  “deluded  egotist,”  no 
“man-created  god”  could  wield  such  growing 
influence  over  men  as  does  the  Living  Christ. 

Take  all  the  “great”  names  in  human  his¬ 
tory.  Some  have  “left”  us  a  legacy  of  good- 
more  have  “left”  us  evil.  But  we  do  not  feel 
any  present  help  from  them.  Only  the  Risen 
Lord,  the  Christ  of  the  Resurrection,  continues 
to  be  known  as  he  “breaks  bread”  with  us  for 
the  feeding  of  the  world’s  needy,  a*  he  speaks 
and  heals  the  minds  and  bodies  of  men  through 
us,  and  is  felt  and  recognized  in  every  ministry 
of  mercy.  “The  Lord  is  risen  today”  —  and  still 
lives  with  us. 
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The  Funeral  Service 

By  A.  W.  Martin  and  Joseph  D.  Quillian,  Sr. 

(Continued  from  last  week) 

Christians  believe  that  our  being  in  physical 
body  is  a  gift  from  God.  But  the  body  is  not  the 
final  fact  about  a  man.  Life  other  than  in  this 
bodily  form  also  is  a  gift  of  God.  Therefore  the 
funeral  service  reverently  returns  the  body  to 
its  place  with  the  elements,  and  celebrates  the 
risen  life  of  the  Christian  in  Christ.  The  sequence 
of  the  funeral  service  should  move  from  the 
reverent  disposition  of  the  body  to  the  trium¬ 
phant  celebration  of  the  risen  man  in  the  Risen 
Christ. 

In  a  few  churches  this  type  of  funeral  ser¬ 
vice  already  is  in  practice. 

1.  The  body  lies  in  state  in  the  church  for 
an  appropriate  period.  The  length  of  time  may 
vary  according  to  circumstances. 

2.  The  immediate  family,  close  friends,  and 
others  who  wish  to  be  there,  go  to  the  cemetery 
for  the  committal  service,  the  casket  having  been 
brought  there  from  the  church  by  the  funeral 
director  and  pall  bearers.  We  favor  the  use  of 
the  traditional  committal  service  which  has 
dignified  brevity,  and  which  squarely  faces  the 
returning  of  the  body. to  the  elements. 

3.  The  family,  close  friends,  members  of 
the  r'V’-T-ch,  and  others  then  meet  at  the  church 
fo.  cx  service  of  memory  that  expresses  confident 
faith  in  the  resurrection.  It  is  a  service  of  the 
celebration  of  the  Christian  faith  in  eternal  life, 
and  thankfulness  for  the  life  and  faith  of  the 
one  who  has  been  born  into  the  other  dimension 
of  eternal  life  through  the  death  of  the  physical 
body. 

The  reading  of  the  scriptures,  the  affirma- 
'tion  of  faith,  congregational  hymns  of  non-senti- 
mental  nature,  prayers,  and  a  sermon  are  ap¬ 
propriate.  If  solos  are  used  they  should  be  select¬ 
ed  with  care  to  avoid  both  triviality  and  mor¬ 
bidity.  Reference  in  the  sermon  to  the  person 
who  has  died  should  be  simple  and  without  ex¬ 
travagance.  Such  references  should  occur  natur¬ 
ally  in  the  sermon,  rather  than  being  a  standard 
eulogy  which  precedes  the  sermon.  The  whole 
service  should  be  brief,  probably  not  exceeding 
forty  minutes. 

An  order  of  worship  for  a  funeral  service 
might  be  as  follows: 

Prelude  (stately  and  stalwart;  neither  dole¬ 
ful  nor  rollicking.) 

Sentences  (Such  as  appear  in  the  Order  for 
the  Burial  of  the  Dead  in  The  Book  of  Worship) 

The  Invocation  (Several  of  the  Eastertide 
Collects  in  The  Book  of  Worship  would  serve 
admirable  as  invocations  at  funerals.) 

Hymn  (Numerous  hymns  are  appropriate. 
They  should  not  be  so-called  “funeral  hymns. 
The  sections  in  The  Methodist  Hymnal  entitled 
“A  d  o  r  a  t  i  o  n,”  “Atonement,”  “Consecration, 
“Eternal  Life,”  “God,”  “Grace,”  “Jesus  Christ,” 
“Joy,”  “Loyalty,”  “Trust,”  and  “Worship”  all 
provide  hymns  that  are  desirable  as  funeral 
hymns.  One  of  the  writers  of  this  paper  has  re¬ 
quested  “Amazing  Grace”  and  “How  Firm  a 
Foundation”  for  his  funeral.) 

The  “Apostles’  Creed  (A  different  affirma¬ 
tion  of  faith  may  be  used  if  preferred). 

The  Lesson  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  (Sev¬ 
eral  pertinent  passages  may  be  read.  They  need 
not  be  only  passages  that  commonly  are  associa¬ 
ted  with  funerals.  The  pastor  will  be  alert  to 
find  appropriate  readings  in  addition  to  those 


included  in  the  Order  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead). 

The  sermon. 

Hymn. 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  the  pastor 
may  simply  retire  to  his  study,  may  remain  at 
the  chancel  for  any  final  word  with  the  family, 
may  walk  to  the  car  with  the  principal  mourner, 
may  be  at  the  door  to  speak  to  people  as  they 
leave,  or  may  do  a  combination  of  these  things. 
The  local  and  specific  situation  will  indicate 
what  is  the  proper  thing  to  do. 

It  is  clear,  of  course,  that  the  suggested 
change  in  the  sequence  of  the  funeral  service 
will  at  first  seem  strange  to  many  people.  Only 
as  this  new  sequence  is  seen  as  more  nearly  ex¬ 
pressive  of  our  Christian  faith  will  the  people 
accept  it.  It  should  not-  be  forced  upon  them. 
And  surely  no  minister  can  advocate  this  sug¬ 
gested  sequence  unless  he  clearly  and  unreser¬ 
vedly  would  prefer  it  for  his  own  funeral.  If 
the  minister  does  wholeheartedly  prefer  this 
kind  of  service  for  himself,  he  can  say  so  in 
sermons  at  other  times  than  at  funerals,  as  well 
as  in  funeral  counseling.  He  should  not  attack 
the  traditional  sequence  in  the  process  of  advo¬ 
cating  the  new  one.  His  advocacy  should  be  en¬ 
tirely  constructive  and  positive,  and  always  in¬ 
formed  by  considerateness  for  his  people. 

The  Christian  Wedding 

By  George  C.  Baker,  Jr.,  and 
Charles  H.  Johnson 

“Love  and  marriage”  have  gone  together 
since  men  and  women  first  started  going  to¬ 
gether,  it  may  be  assumed.  At  least  we  know 
that  here  we  are  dealing  with  facts  and  factors 
without  which  there  would  be  no  civilization 
and  no  human  beings.  Mating  and  marriage  are 
basic.  A  Christian  view  of  marriage  seeks  there¬ 
fore  to  interpret  this  basic  act  of  union  in  terms 
of  its  deepest  meaning. 

When  a  minister  faces  a  couple  who  have 
sought  his  services,  and  he  calls  \o  their  atten¬ 
tion  that  marriage  is  a  most  important  step  in 
human  life,  and  therefore  is  “not  to  be  entered 
into  unadvisedly,  but  reverently,  discreetly,  and 
in  the  fear  of  God,”  he  expresses  a  deep  concern 
of  the  entire  Christian  faith  community.  In  seal¬ 
ing  the  contract  with  the  injunction  and  ajura- 
tion  that  “those  whom  God  hath  joined  together, 
let  not  man  put  asunder”  the  minister  speaks  the 
view  of  the  entire  Church  that  marriage  is  or¬ 
dained  of  God  and  is  meant  to  be  a  permanent 
union  of  one  man  and  one  woman  till 'death  parts 
them. 

God  purposed  mating  and  multiplying 
(Genesis  1:27-28)  and  throughout  our  Judaic- 
Christian  tradition  the  institution  of  marriage 
has  been  considered  “an  honorable  estate,  in¬ 
stituted  of  God.”  Jesus  highlighted  its  beauty 
and  significance  with  His  presence  at  the  wed¬ 
ding  feast  in  Cana  of  Galilee.  So  today  the 
mihister  must  convince  all  participants  and 
congregation  that  two  individuals  never  take  so 
important  a  step,  they  never  enter  a  relationship 
so  significant  and  determinative,  they  never 
establish  “ties  more  tender,”  and  never  assume 
“vows  more  sacred”  than  in  marriage.  “The  will 
of  your  heavenly  Father”  must  be  woven  into 
the  fabric  of  this  new  relationship  to  make  se¬ 
cure  the  covenant,  permanent  the  joys,  and 
peaceful  the  home.  Only  thus  can  we  have  any 
assurance  that  children  will  have  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  grow  into  persons  able  to  assume  their 
roles  as  responsible  citizens  of  a  free  society. 

However,  it  must  be  recognized  that  a 


Christian  home  does  not  come  by  sheer  accident 
It  is,  to  be  sure,  something  to  be  hoped  for,  but 
it  is  also  something  to  be  worked  for.  ’  The 
Christian  enters  marriage  on  a  “till  death  us 
do  part”  commitment.  It  is  a  “forsaking  all 
other”  allegiance.  Fidelity,  loyalty,  and  perman¬ 
ency  are  prerequisitie  thoughts  for  consideration 
of  Christian  marriage.  No  temporary  infatua¬ 
tion  will  do  when  things  get  worse,  not  better 
conditions  are  poorer  rather  than  richer,  and 
when  sickness  shadows  health.  It  is  then  that 
comforting,  keeping,  cherishing,  and  loving  in 
the  unselfish  Christ-filled  spirit,  that  “inward 
and  spiritual  grace”,  must  and  will  hold  the 
union  indissolubly  together. 

The  Christian  must  face  this  fact  of  uniting, 
in  full  knowledge  that  the  idea  of  marriage  is 
no  magic  to  translate  ordinary  human  beings  in¬ 
to  saints  or  even  into  extraordinary  people. 
Christian  love  isn’t  blind.  It  is  just  big.  It  sees 
the  other’s  faults,  abilities,  beliefs,  background, 
attractions,  short-comings,  and  compatibilities! 
If,  in  the  light  of  all  the  facts,  it  is  the  part  of 
wisdom,  it  is  the  drive  of  love,  it  is  the  counsel 
of  the  majority  of  loved-ones  and  interested 
friends,  and  most  importantly,  the  leading  of 
the  will  of  God,  then  with  eyes  open,  hearts 
warm,  and  minds  committed  they  undertake  the 
venture  of  building  a  successful  marriage. 


Premarital  Counseling 

Recognizing  these  facts  about  the  whole  sit¬ 
uation  in  which  the  administration  of  the  wed¬ 
ding  vows  is  couched,  the  minister,  as  consultant 
to  a  couple  seeking  the  Church’s  blessings  upon 
their  union,  must  assume  responsibility  for  guid¬ 
ing  every  couple  to  a  recognization  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  here  involved.  In  this  relationship, 
the  minister  helps  to  discover  with  the  couple 
whether  or  not  this  is  a  proper  union  being 
proposed:  whether  or  not  he  could,  with  a  clear 
sense  of  his  duty  and  calling,  administer  the 
vows  and  invoke  the  blessing  of  the  Church. 
They,  in  turn,  discover  for  themselves  whether 
or  not  it  is  a  sacramental  service  they  are  really 
prepared  to  participate  in,  or  if  their  real  desire 
is  for  a  civil  ceremony,  or  if  wisdom  dictates, 
call  the  whole  thing  off.  To  serve  as  God’s  agent 
through  the  Church  in  arriving  at  such  necessary 
and  important  self-awareness  as  is  possible  in 
the  few  counseling  periods  which  he  may  right¬ 
ly  ask  of  any  couple  seeking  his  services,  would 
seem  to  be  a  primary  role  of  the  minister  who 
takes  seriously  his  responsibilities  in  this  rela¬ 
tionship. 

Many  ministers  who  sense  the  importance 
of  entering  into  a  closer  relationship  with  the 
couples  they  marry,  ask  for  two  or  more  ses¬ 
sions  with  them  prior  to  the  rehearsal  and  the 
service.  The  first  of  such  sessions,  even  with 
couples  he  has  known  for  some  time,  offers 
opportunity  to  come  to  an  awareness  of  the 
basic  issues  at  stake  in  the  step  being  proposed. 
Because  of  his  header  experience  in  dealing 
with  many  couples  in  a  similar  situation,  and 
because  of  his  ministerial  relationship  to  homes 
already  established,  the  minister  can  raise  ques¬ 
tions  and  issues  which  will  have  real  signifi¬ 
cance  for  the  first  time  to  most  couples  seeking 
his  guidance.  Since  it  is  they  who  have  come 
seeking  his  services,  the  minister  need  have  no 
'fear  in  stating  the  purposes  for  the  periods  of 
consultation  requested  as  a  part  of  this  important 
relationship.  However,  he  needs  to  move  along 
in  a  manner  that  does  not  make  his  concern  ap¬ 
pear  as  one  of  sheer  curiosity  or  snoopiness,  but 
instead,  as  genuine  desire  to  be  helpful  in  the 
most  honest  way. 

They  talk  first  about  things  which  can  be 
discussed  without  hesitation.  Many  such  details 
are  simply  matters  which  involve  the  records  of 
both  the  Church  and  the  state,  and  for  the  con¬ 
ducting  of  a  proper  rehearsal.  Questions  in  these 
areas  the  couple  expect  to  be  asked,  though  they 
may  not  be  familiar  with  many  questions  which 
are  actually  here  included.  Some  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  will  raise  issues  concerning  their  plans, 
many  of  which  the  couple  have  simply  never  be¬ 
fore  considered.  Accepted  by  the  couple  as  ne¬ 
cessary  aspects  of  their  planning,  these  ofte 
provide  good  leads  to  indicate  the  advisabm  y 
and  real  need  for  additional  counseling  sessions- 
They  can  help  to  establish  a  relationship  that 
genuinely  helpful  and  thus  make  the  coup 
more  ready  to  work  with  the  minister,  on 
they  are  convinced  of  his  genuine  concern 
their  welfare. 

(Continued  to  next  week) 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Six 


Ip  Ruston  « 

At  Methodist  Student  Movement  Conference 


j  ABOVE :  This  group  of  students  from  S.L.I.  tell  where  the  M.S.M.  dollars 
go  at  the  Student  Conference  held  recently  in  Ruston.  They  are  left  to 
right:  Larry  Noonan,  Lynn  Hoff,  Jerome  Long,  and  Dick  Parish. 


Newly  elected  students  include:  President,  Joseph  Parker,  Crowville, 
Is  udent  at  LSU;  vice  president,  John  Denison,  Iowa,  Southwestern  student; 
thCr^ary’  Joan  Flurry>  Lafayette,  student  at  Southeastern;  treasurer,  Mar¬ 
ia  Gillen,  ShrfevepOrt,  student  at  Louisiana  Tech;  publicity  director,  Jack 
I  armger,  New  Orleans,  Tulane  student;  and  delegate  at  large,  Willie  Jeffer- 
|son,  Shreveport,  student  at  Southern.  Miss  Lillian  Hay,  Wesley  Foundation 

1  lrector  at  Southeastern,  Hammond,  will  continue  to  serve  as  state  MSM 
I  director. 


Survey  Shows  RS  Version  Best  Understood 


THE 

BROADCASTER 


J.  Daniel  Barron 


TOP  LEFT:  Larry  Pleimann,  left,  out  going  M.S.M.  president  presided  at 
the  recent  Methodist  Student  Conference  in  Ruston.  Here  he  talks  with 
[  ^ev'  806  Lundy,  missionary  to  Malaya,  principal  speaker  at  the  Conference. 
TOP  RIGHT:  Miss  Lillian  Hay,  left,  State  M.S.M.  director  discusses  pro¬ 
gram  with  Pearlye  Maye  Kelley,  director  of  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
Tech,  Ruston,  host  for  Conference. 


I  can  swallow  integration  of  the 
races  with  far  more  grace  than  I 
can  the  modern  custom  of  singing 
Negro  spirituals  in  public  worship 
services. 

I  had  a  choir  director  who  went 
wild  over  the  “spirituals”  and  bam¬ 
boozled  us  nearly  every  service  with 
one  of  these  curious  musical  deposits 
in  our  culture. 

It  was  in  that  period  I  felt  that 
just  one  more  Negro  spiritual  this 
century  would  be  enough  for  me. 

This  feeling  prompts  me  to  make 
a  sound  suggestion  to  the  segrega¬ 
tionists.  I  propose  that  we  integrate 
the  races.  But  in  exchange  for  that 
concession,  I  propose  that  this  fair 
land,  henceforth  and  forever,  be 
spared  the  pain  of  all  Negro  spir¬ 
ituals. 

Thus  with  one  bold  stroke  we’d 
do  away  with  two  major  problems 
created  by  Negro  slavery  in  the  USA 
— segregation  of  the  races  and  Negro 
spirituals. 

This  wise,  course  would  yield  other 
values. 

Our  theological  schools,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  would  reap  benefits.  Forgive 
me  if  I’m  wrong,  but  I  get  the  im¬ 
pression  from  listening  that  they  are 
devotees  of  the  Negro  spirituals  as 
music,  though  probably  not  as  theol¬ 
ogy.  The  course  of  my  proposed 
covenant  would  free  them  to  sing 
and  think  otherwise. 

If  you  .laugh  at  the  thoughts  and 
the  theology  of  the  spirituals,  it’s 
not  good  for  the  mind-  If  you  cry 
over  what  they  represent,  it’s  not 
good  for  the  soul.  If  you  accept  their 
ideas,  it’s  not  good  for  the  church. 

Therefore  we  may  be  on  the  eve 
of  a  deal  that  will  make  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Purchase  and  Seward’s  Folly 
look  like  bargains  at  a  rummage 
sale — which  they  were. 


WHAT  INFLUENCES 
WOMEN 


(Continued  from  page  2) 

In  a  Call  to  responsible  Christian 
citizenship,  United  Church  Women, 
which  sponsors  this  yearly  observ¬ 
ance,  asks  women  to  give  a  search¬ 
ing  look  at  their  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors  and  to  ponder  how  they,  too, 
arrive  at  their  opinions.  What 
sources  aid  them?  Are  the  sources 
reliable?  How  can  one  distinguish 


New  York,  N.  Y.— (NC)— The  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible 
is  more  readily  understood  by  the 
average  high  school  student  than 
the  King  James  Version. 

This  is  indicated  in  results  re¬ 
leased  today  of  the  first  scientific 
test  ever  made  comparing  the  read¬ 
ability  of  the  two  versions. 

A  test  of  1,358  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  in  12  U.  S.  communities  show¬ 
ed  those  who  based  their  studies  on 
the  Revised  Standard  Version  re¬ 
sponded  more  rapidly  to  questions 
and  generally  had  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  what  they  had  read  than 
did  those  reading  the  same  texts  in 
the  King  James  Version. 

The  test  also  showed  that  many 
portions  of  the  Scriptures  are  not 
generally  understood  by  high  school 
students  in  either  version. 

The  study  was  made  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Frank  W.  Montgomery,  pastor 
of  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  St.  Clairsville,  O.,  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  determine  which  version 
should  be  used  for  general  Christian 
education  purposes.  It  was  prepared 
in  connection  with  work  on  his 
thesis  for  a  doctor  of  philosophy  de¬ 
gree  in  the  Department  of  Religious 
Education  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

The  test  consisted  of  36  multiple- 
choice  type  questions  based  on  29 
Biblical  passages  chosen  from  both 
the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments. 
It  was  prepared  by  Dr.  Montgomery 
with  the  aid  of  23  Biblical  scholars 
and  conducted  by  educators  and 
others  with  professional  training  in 
giving  scientific  tests  in  each  of  the 
12  communities. 

It  is  the  first  test  “so  far  as  is 
known”  to  be  carried  out  specifically 
in  the  area  of  Biblical  understand¬ 
ing,  Dr.  Montgomery  said. 

“Up  until  now,”  he  commented, 
“the  question  as  to  which  version  of 
the  Bible  would  be  more  effective 
has  been  answered  from  inclination, 
prejudice  or  authority,  but  ...  by 
nothing  objective.” 

The  Revised  Standard  Version,  de¬ 
signed  to  present  the  Scriptures  “in 
the  language  of  today,”  is  the  prod¬ 
uct  of  15  years  labor  by  a  committee 
of  32  distinguished  Biblical  scholars 
under  the  leadership  of  Dean  Emer¬ 
itus  Luther  A.  Weigle,  of  the  Yale 
Divinity  School. 

Since  its  publication  September 
30,  1952,  it  has  broken  all  sales  rec¬ 
ords. 


the  true  from  the  false? 

United  Church  Women — a  general 
department  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches — is  a  national  fellow¬ 
ship  of  10,000,000  Protestant  women 
affiliated  through  1,900  state  and 
local  councils  of  church  women. 


Rose  Bowl  Easter 
Sunrise  Service  Set 


May  6-13  Set  As  National  Family  Week 


■  For  *-he  eighth  consecutive  year, 
lb  6  ^amec*  Pasadena  Rose  Bowl  will 
I  e  the  scene  of  the  annual  Easter 
I  unrise  Service  on  Sunday,  April  1, 
I  e§inning  at  6:00  A.M. 

I  Rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  out- 
|  tanding  events  of  its  kind  in  the 
I  3  10n’  the  service  this  year  is  ex- 
ISnnu5  *°  attract  a  record  crowd  of 
■visit  Gln  California  residents,  and 

Icountrt  fr,T  many  parts  of  the 

lvolunt^'  ^0se  to  half  a  hundred 
|ble  f n6er ,  committees  are  responsi- 
|projectr  vari°us  Phases  of  the 


Chicago — (NC) — Thousands  of  American  and  Cana¬ 
dian  churches  and  individuals  will  seek  to  make  a 
primary  contribution  to  world  peace  by  strengthening 
the  religious  faith  of  the  family  during  special  observ¬ 
ances  May  6-13.  The  occasion  is  the  sixteenth  National 
Family  Week. 

The  1956  theme  of  “God  in  the  Home — Peace  in  the 
World”  has  a  double  significance  for  the  nation’s  re¬ 
ligious  community  since  it  involves  two  of  the  major 
concerns  of  Christian  churches. 

While  the  theme  and  supporting  material  for  the 
Protestant  participation  in  the  Week  are  prepared  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  observance  is  further 
encouraged  by  the  various  denominations  and  councils 
of  churches.  These  provide  devotional  and  reading  sug¬ 
gestions,  book  lists,  and  programs  for  local  churches  and 
families.  Parallel  observance  is  also  carried  on  by  Jew¬ 
ish,  Catholic,  and  social  agency  groups. 


Farch 


“Peace  in  the  world  has  proved  to  be  an  elusive 
goal  for  mankind,  yet  longing  for  it  is  common  to  people 
everywhere,”  said  the  Rev.  Frank  P.  Fidler  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  chairman  of  the  National  Council’s  family  life 
department.  ‘The  spiritual  qualities  that  are  basic  to 
world  peace  are  precisely  those  personal  qualities  which 
are  developed  best  in  a  Christian  home.  Church  leaders 
and  families  alike  may  need  to  be  reminded  occasionally 
that  Christian  beliefs  and  practices  in  the  home  have 
tremendous  significance  for  the  whole  of  society. 

“Family  Week  creates  an  opportunity  for  the  church 
and  the  home  to  join  in  the  furtherance  of  both  peace 
and  family  life  programs.  “The  home,”  Dr.  Fidler  de¬ 
clared,  “through  the  kind  of  family  life  it  develops, 
can  transform  both  neighborhood  and  larger  society] 
To  do  this,  the  home  must  have  the  help  of  the  church, 
bolstering  and  cementing  family  life  through  specific 
programs  and  activities.” 
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THE  GRAMBLING  CHOIR,  under  the  direction 
of  L.  L.  Lusk,  sang  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe  on  Sunday  evening,  February 

26. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  sang  the 
Easter  'cantata,  “Christ  Lay  in  Death’s  Dark, 
Prison”  by  Bach  on  Sunday  evening,  March  18. 

REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE  of  Lafayette  was  the 
speaker  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette. 
His  topic  was  “Methodism”. 

DR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  was  the  speaker  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  Minden  on 
Monday  evening,  March  19. 

REV.  TROY  GARRETT,  pastor  at  Dubach,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church  of  Ruston  on  Sunday  evening,  March  11. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  was  preaching 
in  evangelistic  services  at  Tallulah. 

JESS  B.  COVINGTON,  member  of  the  journal¬ 
ism  faculty  at  Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  dinner  meeting  of  the 
men  of  Grace  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  March  7. 

DR.  DONALD  EMERICH,  associate  professor  of 
chemistry,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the 
Science  Division  of  the  Centenary  faculty  for 
1956-57  to  succeed  E.  M.  Parker,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Applied  Mathematics.  Mrs.  Alice  Alben, 
science  librarian,  was  re-elected  secretary. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  is  made  that  construction 
will  probably  begin  on  a  new  parsonage  for 
the  Hall  Summit  Larger  Parish  at  an  early  date. 
As  soon  as  cost  estimates  can  be  obtained,  plans 
approved,  the  contract  awarded  by  the  trustees 
and  building  committee,  construction  will  begin. 
Rev.  Floyd  M.  Durham  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  morning  chapel  hour  at 
Centenary  College  last  Thursday.  Dr.  Rasmussen 
spoke  on  the  topic,  “Where  Do  We  Go  From 
Here?”  He  was  introduced  by  Rev.  R.  Leonard 
Cooke,  Centenary  vice  president. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie,  was 
the  preacher  last  week  in  evangelistic  services 
at  the  White’s  Chapel  Methodist  Church.  W.  K. 
Edwards  of  Ville  Platte  led  the  music.  Rev.  H.  D. 
Fisher  is  pastor  of  White’s  Chapel. 

THE  MOTET  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  sang  Mendelssohn’s 
oratorio,  “Elijah”,  at  the  7:30  p.m.  service  on 
Sunday,  March  18.  The  presentation  was  direct¬ 
ed  by  G.  Frederick  Holler,  minister  of  music, 
with  Mrs.  Russell  Hudson  at  the  organ. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  announces  that 
Rev.  Harry  Cannon,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed 
to  Trout  in  the  Alexandria  District  to  succeed 
Rev.  W.  C.  Mason  who  has  had  to  give  up  the, 
work  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  is  now  in  the 
Cabrini  Hospital  in  Alexandria. 

VERNON  E.  GATES  of  Altamont,  Kans.,  has 
been  engaged  as  an  instructor  in  chemistry 
at  Centenary  College,  effective  next  September. 
The  addition  of  Mr.  Gates  brings  the  Chemistry 
Department  faculty  to  four  full-time  members. 
The  expansion  was  necessitated  by  increasing  en¬ 
rollments,  according  to  Dean  Leroy  Vogel.  Dr. 
John  B.  Entrikin  is  head  of  the  department. 

REV.  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church,  lectured  at  the 
Lake  Providence  Methodist  Church  on  March  6 
on  his  recent  tour  of  the  Holy  Land  and  showed 
slides  made  on  the  trip.  The  Men’s  Club,  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  met  together  with  a  pot- 
luck  supper  for  the  occasion. 


REV.  CARL  F.  LUEG,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  has  been  se¬ 
lected  as  the  representative  of  the  Methodist 
Church  to  speak  Monday  through  Friday  at  the 
noon-day  Lenten  services  in  New  Orleans.  This 
is  an  annual  Lenten  series  in  downtown  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  is  sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Church* 
es  of  Greater  New  Orleans. 

• 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  district  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Monroe  District,  showed  films  of 
his  recent  trip  to  Cuba  at  the  meeting,  of  the 
Methodist  Men  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Monroe  on  Thursday  evening,  March  15. 
Mr.  Harris  went  to  Cuba  to  assist  in  the  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Crusade,  sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Evangelism.  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug,  pastor  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  also  assisted  in  the  Crusade. 

DR.  LEROY  VOGEL,  dean  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  guest  speaker  last  Monday  at  the 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base  Sunday  School  Work¬ 
ers’  Conference.  He  spoke  on  the  topic,  “The 
By-products  of  Teaching”.  Dr.  Vogel  also  spoke 
at  the  Fellowship  Dinner  of  the  Kings  Highway 
Christian  Church  Wednesday,  and  discussed  the 
development  of  college  life  and  education  in  the 
United  States. 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  will  be  held  nightly, 
March  25-30,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  DeRidder.  Rev.  Oakley  Lee,  pastor  at  Lees- 
ville,  will  preach  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 
evenings,  and  Rev.  Alvin  Smith,  pastor  of  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  will  preach  on 
Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings.  On  Thursday 
evening,  the  film,  “The  Last  Supper”,  will  be 
shown  and  a  communion  service  will  be  held. 
Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
DpRidder. 

MRS.  W.  R.  McDANIEL  of  New  Orleans  writes: 

“More  than  two  years  ago,  a  small  group  of 
women  of  the  Jefferson  Methodist  Church  felt 
the  need  of  a  prayer  circle  and  decided  to  do 
something  about  it.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Norman  Wigle,  secretary  of  Spiritual  Life  in  our 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  the  group 
was  organized  and  has  continued  to  grow,  not 
only  in  number  but  in  spiritual  life  also.  We 
have  a  prayer  cell  for  those  who  cannot  attend 
the  prayer  group.” 

The  springhill  methodist  church 

had  a  record  attendance  of  428  people  in 
Sunday  School  on  March  11,  which  is  101  per 
cent  of  the  number  on  roll.  This  was  the  Fesult 
of  a  three-weeks’  attendance  drive.  Assisting 
Hugh  Lide  in  this  program  were  C.  J.  Provost 
and  C.  T.  Holloway  and  all  of  the  teachers  and 
class  officers  of  the  Sunday  School.  This  new 
record  was  set  as  a  climax  to  the  final  day  of 
the  annual  revival  at  the  church.  Rev.  Frank  C. 
Tucker,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ALTHOUGH  China  proper  has  been  doled  to 
Christian  missions  for  the  past  six  years, 
due  to  political  control  by  communists,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  continues  to  work  among  millions 
of  “free”  Chinese  in  Hongkong  and  Formosa,  as 
well  as  in  many  parts  of  Malaya,  reports  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward,  'now  in  Hongkong; 
new  churches  have  been  organized  in  both  areas 
in  recent  months;  Wesley  Village  (Hongkong) 
houses  500  refugees  from  the  mainland,  and  Wes¬ 
ley  Grove  Campground  (Formosa)  was  the  site 
of  four  evangelistic  conferences  last  year. 

R.  AND  MRS.  HANUMANTH  SUMANTH  of 
Lucknow,  India,  were  featured  speakers  at 
the  1956  School  of  Missions  held  March  18-19-20 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe.  Mr. 
Sumanth  will  receive  his  Master’s  degree  in 
Biology  from  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
May.  Mrs.  Sumanth  is  a  registered  nurse  and 
has  been  studying  at  the  Baylor  School  of  Medi¬ 
cine  while  in  this  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumanth 
will  return  to  their  work  in  Lucknow  upon  the 
completion  of  his  studies. 

OLY  WEEK  SERVICES  will  be  held  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  with 
Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  minister  of  the  parish,  as 


inspirational  speaker.  The  theme  for  the 
will  be  “Be  Thou  My  Vision”.  Don  Barnss  ^ 
ister  of  Christian  Education  of  the  church  ^ 
be  the  song  leader.  On  Good  Friday  a  ’  ^ 
“Shadows  of  Easter”,  will  be  given  under  « 
direction  of  Miss  Dottye  Varnado.  It  vvill  : 
presented  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Dr- 
Club,  with  music  by  the  Teen-Toners  Choir  ^ 
Mrs.  Russell  Hudson.  an 

JOHN  J.  NICKEL,  who  has  been  teaching,  ^0j 
vocal ''accompanying  and  playing  the  han 
sichord  in  a  Renaissance  Ensemble  in  New  q 
leans  for  the  past  three  years,  has  accepted  t) 
position  as  organist  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Met 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Nickel  hoi 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  West  Chest 
State  Teachers  College,  West  Chester,  Pa.  an(1 
Master’s  degree  from  Columbia  University,  p 
He  has  also  studied  piano,  organ  and  harmoiv- 
Trinity  fcollege  of  Music  in  London,  England  at 
accompanying  at  the  Mannes  School  of  Music 
New  York. 


REVIVAL  SERVICES  AT  MORNINGSIQ 
CHURCH 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport  District  Supe 
intendent,  conducted  revival  services  at  tl 
Morningside  Church  in  Shreveport  the  week 
February  19-24.  Special  features  of  the  wet 
included  the  dedication  of  the  church’s  Baldw: 
organ 'on  Monday  night,  with  all  three  choii 
Adult,  Teen,  and  Little  Angel,  participating;  tl 
appearance  of  the  Glee  Club  from  the  Suns 
Acres  Elementary  School  of  Shreveport  on  Tue 
day  night,  and  on  Thursday  night  the  premie: 
showing  of  the  new  temperance  film,  “Far  Fro 
Alone”,  just  released  by  the  Methodist  Churc 
On  Friday  night,  which  was  designated  “You 
Night”,  three  young  women  of  the  church,  3a 
bara  Hilton,  Claudine  Mays,  and  Barbara  Milk 
dedicated  their  lives  to  full-time  Christian  sen 
ice.  The  revival  was  held  in  connection  with  tl 
Church  Attendance  Campaign  which  began  Jai 
uary  1  and  will  continue  through  Easter  Sui 
day. 


DR.  STUNTZ  TO  RETURN  TO 
MISSION  FIELD 

Nashville,  Tenn. — (MI)— Dr.  Hugh  C.  Stun 
plans  to  return  to  the  Methodist  mission  fie 
following  his  retirement  June  30  as  president  ( 
Scarritt  College  here.  He  and  Mrs.  Stuntz  hai 
been  reinstated  by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mi 
sions  and  assigned  to  Cuba,  where  Dr.  Stun 
is  due  to  become  pastor  of  University  Methodi 
Church  in  Havana  next  November,  subject 
appointment  by  Bishop  John  Branscomb,  Jacl 
sonville,  Fla.  Dr.  Stuntz  served  20  years  in  Lat 
America  as  a  missionary,  specializing  in  educ: 
tional  and  editorial  work.  He  has  been  at  Sea 
ritt,  a  Methodist  training  school,  since  1940,  fir 
as  public  relations  director  and  as  president  sin( 
1943.  Dr.  Stuntz  will  reach  the  Scarritt  retin 
ment  age  of  65  on  June  29.  As  previously  a> 
nounced,  he  will  be  succeeded  at  Scarritt  1 
President  Foye  G.  Gibson  of  Emory  and  Hen: 
College,  another  Methodist  institution  at  Emor 
Va.  The  Rev.  Earl  G.  Hunt  of  Morristown.  Ten: 
has  been  elected  Dr.  Gibson’s  successor,  effects 
July  1. 


DR.  HARVEY  NAMED  TO  NEW 
POST 


Nashville,  Tenn. — (MI) — Dr.  Gerald  B. 
vey,  Los  Angeles,  has  been  named  field  repr 
sentative  of  the  Methodist  Church’s  Joint  Con 
mittee  on  Religious  Education  in  Foreign  FieM 
it  was  announced  here  by  Bishop  Roy  H.  Sho 
chairman.  The  committee  is  a  coordinate 
agency  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education  he, 


gnd  the  Board  of  Missions,  New  York,  >n 


promotion  of  religious  education  outside  1 
United  States.  Dr.  Harvey  will  assume  his  ne| 
post  June  1.  Since  1943  he  has  been  executij 
secretary  of  the  Methodis't  coordinating  c0l,n1 
of  the  Southern  California-Arizona  Confer^11] 
His  appointment  to  the  committee  post  has  oe| 
approved  by  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy,  Los  J 
geles.  With  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles,  jl 
Harvey  will  spend  considerable  time  visiting 
mission  fields  to  counsel  church  workers  in  e  “ 
cational  trends  and  methods,  and  to  survey 
riculum  needs. 
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PRESENTATION 


Prayer  Life  Movement 

PRAYER  VIGIL 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date"). 

Mar.  21-22— Church  Point,  Dan 
Tohline;  Salem  Hilly  Charge, 
Byrd  L.  Terry. 

Mar.  22-23 — Leesville,  Oakley  Lee; 

White’s  Chapel,  Harvey  D.  Fisher. 
Mar.  23-24 — Merryville,  C.  J.  Thib¬ 
odeaux;  Marksville,  Minns  S.  * 
Robertson. 

Mar.  24-25 — Raymond,  Clarence  B. 
Krumnow;  Oakdale,  Sam  S.  Hoi-  __ 
laday. 

Mar.  25-26— Wesley,  DeRidder,  Al¬ 
vin  P.  Smith. 

Mar.  26-27— Delhi,  Don  Wineinger. 
Mar.  27-28— Westlake,  Lake  Charles, 
E.  W.  Day. 

Mar.  27-28— Colfax,  Clark  W.  Bell. 
Mar.  28-29— First  Church,  Pineville, 
Porter  M.  Caraway;  Pine  Grove, 
Ollie  L.  Golson,  Jr. 

Mar.  29-30 — Eunice,  Ned  L.  Stout; 
Davidson  Memorial,  Lafayette,  D. 
B.  Boddie. 

Mar.  30-31— Centenary,  Franklin- 
ton,  John  H.  Sewell;  DeQuincy, 
A.  A.  McKnight. 

Persevere  In  Prayer 

Many  years  ago  George  Muller 
began  to  pray  for  a  group^  of  five 
personal  friends.  After  five  years 
one  of  them  came  to  Christ.  After 
ten  years  two  more  of  them  found 
peace  in  the  same  Savior.  George 
Muller  prayed  on  for  twenty-five 
years  and  the  fourth  man  was  sav¬ 
ed.  For  the  fifth  man  he  prayed  un¬ 
til  the  time  of  his  death  and  this 
friend,  too,  came  to  Christ  a  few 
months  afterward.  For  this  last 
friend  George  Muller  had  prayed 
more  than  fifty  years! 

When  be  behold  such  persever¬ 
ance  in  prayer  as  this,  we  realize 
that  we  have  scarcely  touched  the 
fringe  of  real  importunity  in  our 
prayers  for  others. — W.  D.  Boddie, 
Chairman  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism. 


RURAL  LIFE  SUNDAY, 
MAY  6 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
people  held  great  processions  and 
called  upon  God  to  bless  the  land. 
The  custom  spread  from  France  all 
over  the  continent  and  to  England. 
In  this  country  the  first  Rural  Life 
Sunday  to  highlight  the  meaning  of 
Christianity  for  ^country  living  was 
observed  in  1929,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  International  Association  of 
Agricultural  Missions. 

Many  religious  bodies  take  part  in 
the  service.  City  dwellers  and  those 
who  live  in  towns  and  upon  the  land 
unite  in  special  prayers  when  the 
Sunday  morniAg  hour  is  set  aside  for 
worship  service  and  sermon  center¬ 
ed  about  the  spiritual  realities  of 
rural  life.  Sometimes  city  and  coun¬ 
try  pastors  exchange  pulpits  for  the 
day  or  persons  having  a  special  in¬ 
terest  in  agriculture  serve  as  guest 
leaders.  Parishes  consisting  of  sev¬ 
eral  churches  in  a  circuit  often  make 
it  a  parish  day  for  all  services  with 
a  concluding  dinner. 


Fourteen  major  denominations  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  will 
carry  on  during  1956  a  campaign 
to  raise  $1,882,000  for  additional 
dormitories,  a  student  center,  li¬ 
brary,  science  building  and  other 
basic  plant  development  needs  for 
the  International  Christian  Univer- 


Southside  Church, 
Monroe,  Receives 
Gift  Of  Pews 

The  Southside  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe  was  the  recipient  this 
week  of  a  gift  of  $1,800.00  from  G. 
W.  Crow  of  Monroe  for  the  purchase 
of  new  pews  for  the  church.  Mr. 
Crow  made  the  gift  in  honor  of  his 
wife. 

Mr.  Crow  was  born  at  Crowville 
which  was  named  in  honor  of  his 
grandfather.  He  had  extensive  hold¬ 
ings  there  until  moving  to  the  Ten¬ 
sas  Parish  near  St.  Joseph  in  the  late 
80’s.  As  owner  of  the  Erin  and  Lucky 
Hit  plantations  there  he  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  farming  until  he  retired 
and  moved  to  Monroe  in  1944.  He 
finished  school  at  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  Clinton,  Miss. 

Mr.  Crow  has  lived  an  active,  use¬ 
ful  life,  has  always  been  honest  and 
upright  with  his  fellowmen,  has  been 
generous  to  a  fault  with  his  giving 
and  has  the  reputation  of  always  do¬ 
ing  more  than  his  share,  according 
to  his  pastor,  Rev.  Lea  Joyner. 

Mrs.  Crow  is  a  charter  member 
of  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
where  she  was  active  until  last  year 
when  she  transferred  her  member¬ 
ship  to  Southside  Church  to  be  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Goode,  who 
moved  to  Monroe  and  affiliated  with 
that  church.  She  is  treasurer  of  the 
Irma  Lee  Bible  Class  of  Southside 
Church  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  in  which  she  holds  several 
responsible  offices. 

Miss  Joyner,  pastor  of  the  church, 
states  that  the  entire  membership  of 
the  church  evidences  a  deep  feeling 
of  gratitude  for  Mr.  Crow’s  wonder¬ 
ful  gesture.  It  will  be  a  lasting  mon¬ 
ument  for  years  to  come. 

The  pews  win  be  installed  by  late 
May  and  the  dedication  service  will 
be  held  on  May  27  with  Rev.  J.  T. 
Harris,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Monroe  District,  in  charge. 


WOMEN’S  ORGANIZATIONS 
AT  CENTENARY  AHEAD 
IN  GRADE  AVERAGES 

When  it  comes  to  scholastic  re¬ 
cords,  the  men  &t  Centenary  College 
can’t  be  making  any  claims  of  male 
“superiority”  these  days. 

The  women’s  organizations  not 
only  bested  the  men’s  groups  for 
grade  averages  during  the  fall  se¬ 
mester,  but  they  managed  to  keep 
their  lowest-ranking  group  consid¬ 
erably  higher  than  the  men’s  high¬ 
est-ranking  group. 

Figures  released  from  the  office 
of  Dean  Leroy  Vogel  indicated  that 
the  women  of  Chi  Omega  sorority 
maintained  the  highest  scholastic 
average  on  campus  for  the  semester. 
They  chalked  up  an  average  of  1.65 
of  a  possible  3.00.  Next  came  the 
Zeta  Tau  Alpha  sorority  with  an 
average  of  1.56,  followed  by  Alpha 
Xi  Delta  with  a  1.48  average. 

The  highest  ranking  fraternity 
group  was  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  with 
an  average  of  1:30,  or  .18  lower 
than  the  pooiest-showing  women’s 
groups  The  Kappa  Sigmas  came  in 
second  with  an  average  of  1.09,  and 
the  Kappa  Alphas  trailed  ignomini- 
ously  with  an  average  of  .92. — Cen¬ 
tenary  News  Bureau. 


sity,  located  in  Tokyo,  Japan.  At 
the  top  of  the  priority  list  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  center  building  which  will 
serve  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Dr. 
Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer,  Methodist 
missionary  secretary  who  was  first 
president  of  the  Foundation. 


T.  L.  James  Company 
Cited  For  Gifts  To 
Education 

The  T.  L.  James  and  Company, 
contractors,  of  Ruston,  has  been 
selected  by  the  editors  of  “Who’s 
Who  in  America”  as  one  of  eight 
American  businesses  to  receive  ci¬ 
tations  for  corporate  educational 
philanthropy,  it  has  been  announc¬ 
ed.  / 

The  firm’s  listing  in  the  new 
1956-57  edition  of  the  reference 
book  as  one  of  the  recipients  of 
these  awards,  inaugurated  in  this  is¬ 
sue,  is  a  result  of  a  gift  made  to 
Centenary  College  in  memory  of 
the  company’s  founder,  T.  L.  James. 
The  gift  of  $511,441.78  was  used  to 
construct  the  T.  L.  James  Memorial 
Dormitory,  which  houses  girls. 

The  citations,  according  to  the  ed¬ 
itors  of  “Who’s  Who,”  are  awarded 
“in  an  effort  to  single  out  for  spe¬ 
cial  note  the  largest  and  most  sig¬ 
nificant  corporate  gifts  to  education 
made  during  the  biennium  of  July 
1,  ,1953,  to  June  31,  1955.” 

Recorded  in  Volume  29  of  the 
publication,  the  citation  to  the  Rus¬ 
ton  firm  is  number  two  in  the  list 
of  recipients. 


GENTILLY  MAKES 
FURTHER  PLANS  IN 
EXPANSION  PROGRAM 

An  enthusiastic  group  of  workers 
met  in  the  assembly  hall  of  the 
Gentilly  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Monday  night,  March 
12,  to  further  the  plans  of  the  Ex¬ 
pansion  and  Improvement  Program. 
Members  of  the  Official  Board  and 
other  members  of  various  commit¬ 
tees  heard  Angus  Eason,  New  Or¬ 
leans  realtor,  talk  on  real  estate 
values.  Mr.  Eason  also  took  part  in 
a  question  and  answer  session  re¬ 
garding  the  church’s  expansion  pro¬ 
gram. 

Ed  Self,  co-chairman  of  the  Ex¬ 
pansion  Program,  presided  over  the 
meeting.  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Keith,  who 
is  over-seeing  the  plan,  spoke  and 
set  forth  a  schedule  of  coming 
events  leading  up  to  the  solicitation 
of  the  entire  church  membership 
that  will  begin  on  April  8. 

On  Sunday  morning  our  lay 
speaker,  Herbert  Lockett,  described 
the  program  as  “a  snowball  on  top 
of  a  hill  that  will  build  up  in  size 
and  momentum  as  it  is  pushed 
downward  by  the  church  member¬ 
ship.” — Mrs.  John  F.  Reeks,  Jr.,  Re¬ 
porter. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CLASS  HAS  MEETING 

Members  of  the  Hays  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  of  Iota,  their 
families  and  friends,  totaling 
around  100,  enjoyed  a  covered-dish 
supper  at  the  Iota  High  School 
home  economics  cottage  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  March  8. 

Games  were  played  before  and 
after  the  meal. 

Special  guests  were  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Pierson  and  family  of 
Crowley,  Hugh  McNeil,  Sunday 
School  superintendent,  and  Sunday 
School  teachers,  Mrs.  Arthur  Bate¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Dwight  Precht,  and  Mrs. 
Mitchell  Muller. 

Mrs.  Warren  Foret,  church  pian¬ 
ist,  was  presented  with  a  birthday 


Lt.  James  T.  Harris,  son  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Harris  of  Monroe, 
has  been  chosen  this  year  to  be  the 
voice  of  Christ  in  the  31st  annual 
presentation  of  the  Wichita  Moun¬ 
tains  Easter  Service  at  the  Holy 
City  of  the  Wichitas  near  Lawton, 
Oklahoma. 

The  Wichita  Mountains  Easter 
service  is  a  portrayal,  through  pag¬ 
eantry  of  the  birth,  ministry,  pas¬ 
sion  and  resurrection  of  Jesus.  None 
of  the  1,500  people  of  all  faiths, 
races,  and  denominations  who  join 
together  to  make  this  service  possi¬ 
ble  receive  any  money.  Each  year 
in  the  hours  before  dawn  on  Easter 
morning  between  50,000  and  100,000 
people  attend  the  service. 

The  complete  story  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  is  too  long  to  be  adequately 
told  in  the  three  hours  of  the  serv¬ 
ice,  so  each  year  a  theme  is  chosen, 
certain  episodes  and  parables  which 
are  particularly  relevant  to  the 
theme  are  selected,  and  a  new 
script  is  compiled.  This  year  the 
theme  is  “Are  Ye.  Able?”  and  over 
fifty  scenes  from  the  life  of  Christ 
will  be  dramatized. 

The  service  begins  promptly  at 
2:00  a.m.  and  ends  at  dawn  on  Eas¬ 
ter  morning.  The  speaking  parts  and 
music  are  broadcast  through  loud¬ 
speakers  to  the  worshippers  on  the 
hillside  from  a  modern  control 
room  in  which  the  “reading  cast” 
is  assembled.  The  “acting  cast”  of 
nearly  1,000  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  pantomimes  the  action,  and 
makes  use  of  many  special  effects 
to  recreate  as  faithfully  as  possible 
the  story  of  Christ.  Darkness  is  the 
“curtain”  of  the  pageant,  and  scene 
after  scene  is  illuminated  by  giant 
spotlights  operated  from  th6  control 
room. 

The  Easter  service  has  always 
been  and  will  always  be  a  place 
where  all  pe9ple,  regardless  of  race, 
creed,  or  color,  join  together  in 
brotherhood  and  love  to  worship 
God. 

The  first  Wichita  Mountains  Easter 
service  was  held  on  Easter  Sunday, 
April  4,  1926,  on  a  site  near  Medi¬ 
cine  Park,  Oklahoma.  The  small 
group  of  participants  was  from  the 
Medicine  Park  Union  Sunday 
School  and  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Lawton,  both  led  by  the 
Rev.  A.  M.  Wallock,  who  believed 
that  a  service  held  in  the  Wichitas 
would  be  particularly  appropriate, 
as  they  closely  resembled  the  hills 
of  Judea.  The  worshippers  decided 
to  make  it  an  annual  event.  By  1935 
several  previously  selected  sites 
proved  too  small  to  accommodate 
the  crowds  and  the  present  site,  a 
huge  natural  amphitheatre  at  the 
base  of  Mount  Roosevelt,  in  the 
Wichita  Mountains  Wildlife  Refuge, 
was  chosen.  With  the  assistance  of 
the  Federal  Government  the  Holy 
City  was  constructed  of  native 
granite  stone  and  was  completed  in 
1936.  Since  that  time  pilgrims  have 
visited  the  Holy  City  every  day  in 
the  year,  from  throughout  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  from  many  foreign 
countries,  until  now  it  is  a  nationaj 
shrine,  with  over  300,000  visitors 
annually. 


gift  by  the  members.  < 

Guests  were  present  from  Jen¬ 
nings  and  Crowley. 

The  pastor.  Rev.  Raymond  Pier¬ 
son,  reports  that  the  church  at  Iota 
is  making  great  progress  and  that 
the  members  are  contemplating 
building  a  new  brick  church. 
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EASTER  CUSTOMS 


RAINDROPS  GIFTS 


CHRISTMAS  and  Easter  are 
the  two  gayest  Church  festi¬ 
val  days  of  the  year.  The 
birthday  of  the  Baby  Jesus 
and  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus 
should  indeed  be  happy  days  for  us 
all. 

The  cold,  dark,  sleeping  winter  is 
over  and  everything  is  waiting  for 
the  sunshine.  When  the  sun  warms 
the  ground  and  the  air,  spring  is  on 
its  way,  the  farmer  and  the  gar¬ 
deners  are  thinking  about  seed 
planting.  Fences  are  mended.  Barns 
are  being  cleared,  and  everywhere 
people  are  scrubbing  and  painting 
and  refreshening  things  for  spring. 

People,  too,  put  away  the  heavy 
winter  clpthes  and  dress  in  new, 
gay  clothes  for  Easter.  An  old 
rhyme  from  England  says: 

“At  Easter  let  your  clothes  he  new. 
Or  else  he  sure  you  will  it  rue!” 

Special  foods  are  prepared  for 
Easter,  too.  The  most  common,  of 
course,  are  the  Easter  eggs.  These 
are  used  in  almost  all  the  countries 
of  the  world.  It  is  an  old,  old  cus¬ 
tom.  In  China  the  giving  of  eggs  in 
spring  has  been  done  for  two  thou¬ 
sand  years,  and  that  is  a  very  long 
time  indeed. 

Many  countries  color  their  eggs 
for  Easter,  not  just  yellow  or  red  or 
blue,  but  are  beautifully  decorated. 
It  is  done  by  using  wax  and  special 
dyes  and  tiny  little  tools  made  from 
metal  or  wood.  They  are  all  very 
interesting  and  difficult  to  do. 
Sometimes  famous  artists  decorate 
Easter  eggs  and  give  them  as  gifts 
to  young  princes  and  princesses. 

Besides  eating  eggs,  some  coun¬ 
tries  have  other  customs. 

In  Albania 

In  Albania,  people  attend  Church 
but  after  the  service  each  person 
breaks  a  colored  egg  with  a  neigh¬ 
bor  and  instead  of  saying  “Good 
morning”  he  says  “Christ  is  risen,” 
and  his  neighbor  replies  “He  is  risen 
indeed.” 

In  Poland 

The  people  of  Poland  and  Czech¬ 
oslovakia  fill  a  little  basket  with 
food.  In  it  they  will  always  have  a 
tiny  loaf  of  bread,  an  egg,  a  piece 
of  hard  sausage,  and  a  little  lamb 
made  of  butter.  They  cover  it  all 
very  carefully  with  a  spotlessly 
clean  white  napkin  and  take  it  to 
Church.  There  they  thank  God  for 
the  food  which  He  so  generously 
provides.  Then  after  their  personal 
prayer  of  thanks,  each  person  walks 
to  the  front  of  the  Church  with  his 
basket  uncovered  and  the  priest 
blesses  the  food. 

Some  countries  celebrate  Easter 
only  on  Easter  Sunday,  but  others 
celebrate  for  two  or  three  days. 

In  Hungary 

On  the  second  day  of  Easter  in 
Hungary  the  people  do  not  go  to 
Church  but  have  what  is  called  a 
“Ducking  Monday.”  In  that  country 
the  grown-up  boys  throw  a  bucket 
of  water  on  the  girls,  because,  they 
say,  “Lovely  flowers  thus  watered 
will  not  -.wither  but  be  beautiful 
through  the  year”  and  the  girls  must 


pay  for  this  ducking  by  giving  col¬ 
ored  eggs  to  the  boys.  In  the  cities 
now  the  boys  often  duck  the  girls 
by  sprinkling  them  with  a  little 
perfume,  and  the  girls  pay  for  it 
with  colored  eggs  and  chocolate  and 
candy  eggs. 

In  Finland 

In  Finland  and  Estonia  the  boys 
spank  the  girls  with  pussy-willow 
switches,  “so  they  won’t  be  lazy,” 
and  the  girls  reward  them  with 
beautifully  decorated  eggs  and 
flowers. 

So  we  alone  do  not  celebrate  Eas¬ 
ter,  but  in  all  the  countries  of  the 
world,  wherever  Jesus  is  loved, 
people  rejoice  in  His  Resurrection 
at  the  spring  of  the  year  —  Easter. 

— The  United  Church  Observer. 


When  singing  “God  Bless  Amer¬ 
ica”  a  little  4-year-old  girl  sang  it 
this  way  —  “Stand  beside  her,  and 
guide  her,  with  the  light  through 
the  night  from  a  bulb.”  —  Origin 
Unknown. 

*  *  * 

Stuck  in  the  small  village  for  the 
weekend,  the  traveling  man  decided 
to  go  to  church.  But  after  the  ser¬ 
mon  started  and  went  on  and  on 
for  two  hours,  he  began  to  get  rest¬ 
less  and  fidgety.  Finally  he  asked  an 
old  man  sitting  next  to  him  how  long 
the  preacher  had  been  preaching 
there. 

“About  10  years,”  the  old  man 
whispered. 

“Well,  I’ll  stay,  then,”  said  the 
man.  “He  must  be  almost  through.” 
■ — Wkly.  Review 


By  Frances  Graham  Cookson 

Pitter,  patter,  pitter,  patter, 

Down  the  windowpane, 

Hear  the  merry  raindrops 
Sing  their  sweet  refrain. 

See  them  slip  and  slide  and  run 
On  their  cheerful  way, 

Happy  little  raindrops 
Busy  all  the  day. 

First  they  dance  across  the  lawn 
To  the  garden  fair, 

Visit  every  little  flower 
That  is  growing  there. 

Next  into  the  orchard 
Skip  the  raindrops  gay, 

Teasing  all  the  birds  and  bees 
That  they  find  at  play. 

Now  the  sun  comes  peeping  out 
Over  all  the  farm. 

And  the  little  raindrops 
Are  filled  with  quick  alarm. 

Hurry,  scurry,  hustle, 

Not  a  hit  too  soon. 

Singing  as  they  disappear 
Their  cheetful  little  tune. 

—The  Evangelistic  Messenger 


The  parents  of  a  solemn  little 
boy  were  worried  about  his  mor¬ 
bid  outlook  on  life,  and  decided  to 
send  him  away  to  his  aunt  in  the 
country  for  a  holiday. 

Seeing  him  off  at  the  station  they 
suddenly  noticed  that  on  the  label 
of  his  suitcase  he  had  written:  “In 
case  of  accident,  this  was  David 
Green.” — Tit-Bits,  London  c 


(Of  Three  Neighbor  Children) 

One  gave  to  me  a  golden  leaf, 
Another  a  shiny  stone, 

The  younger  one  stood  silently  . 

As  though  he  stood  alone. 

Always  ’til  now  his  gift  has  been 
A  ready  kiss  for  me. 

But  lately  he  seems  old  for  this, 
For  he  has  just  passed  three! 

I  hope  tomorrow  that  he  comes 
With  faded  rose  in  hand; 

For  then  I’ll  know  we’ve  bridged 
the  years, 

That  both,  now  understand. 

— May  Smith  White,  Monroe,  La. 


ONE  DAY  OUR 
LITTLE  BROTHER 
CRIED 

One  day  our  little  brother  cried. 

He  cried  with  might  and  main, 
Until  out  of  his  big  blue  eyes, 

The  tears  rolled  down  like  rain. 

Then  mother  said,  “Go  get  a  bowl 
To  catch  these  shining  tears. 

And  when  it’s  full  we’ll  buy  a  fish 
To  swim  in  it,  my  dears.” 

So  Frederick  tried  to  catch  those 
tears, 

But  to  his  great  surprise, 

He  couldn’t  squeeze  another  one 
Out  of  his  big  blue  eyes. 

— By  Marion  F.  Lundbord, 
in  the  Christian  Observer 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Ten-year-old  Johnnie  was  dem¬ 
onstrating  for  his  mother  some  of 
the  things  he’d  learned  at  school. 
He  was  especially  proud  of  the  fact 
he  knew  Washington  had  been  first 
president  of  the  country,  Lincoln 
the  16th  and  that  Eisenhower  now 
holds  the  office. 

“Who,”  his  mother  asked,  “was 
president  before  Eisenhower?” 

Johnnie  wasn’t  sure. 

“I'll  give  you  a  hint,”  his  mother 
•  helped.  “He  played  the  piano.” 

“Oh,  I  know,”  Johnnie  beamed. 
“Liberace!” — Joe  Creason,  Louis¬ 
ville  Courier,  Journal  Magazine. 

*  *  * 

A  very  large  woman  entered  a 
London  tube  train  and  two  men  got 
up  and  gave  her  their  seats.  She 
was  so  big  that  a  small  boy  sat  gaz¬ 
ing  at  her  in  wonder. 

Eventually  she  sgid  impatiently, 
“Little  boy,  what  are  you  looking  at 
me  for?” 

The  youngster,  embarrassed,  stam¬ 
mered:  “L-l-lady,  there  isn’t  any¬ 
where  else  to  look.” — Tit-Bits,  Lon¬ 
don. 

*  *  * 

“Did  you  fish  with  flies?”  asked 
a  friend  of  the  returned  vacationer. 

“Fish  with  flies!”  exclaimed  the 
vacationer.  “I  hope  to  tell  you  we 
did.  We  fished,  camped,  dined,  and 
slept  with  them.” 


THANK  YOU 


7  like  to  tend  my  little  plants 
With  blossoms  bright  and  gay, 

I  give  each  one  of  them  a  drink 
Some  time  throughout  the  day. 

They  raise  their  pretty  heads  and  look 
As  happy  as  can  be, 

And  then  it  seems  that  each  one  says: 
“Thank  you”  to  me. — A.E.W./ 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

ARKANBA8-LOUI9IANA  ARIA 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


With  The  Districts 


New  Orleans 

a  New  Orleans  District  Executive 
meeting  was  held  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  March  7th. 

An  inspirational  meditation  based 
on  thoughts  from  Thomas  Kelley’s 
“A  Testament  of  Devotion”  was  giv- 
en  by  Mrs.  G.  F.  Persig,  Secretary 
0{  Missionary  Education. 

The  various  district  officers  pres¬ 
ent  gave  their  reports  setting  forth 
the  work  that  is  being  accomplished 
in  the  44  churches  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  in  all  lines  of  work. 
Our  present  total  membership  in 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  in  the  New  Orleans  District 
is  1779,  both  W.S.C.S.  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.  The  mission  pledges 
and  home  and  foreign  askings  are 
well  on  the  way  of  being  reached 
with  just  another  quarter  to  go. 

—  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cook 

District  Recording  Sect’y 

John  Wesley 

Sub-District 

The  John  Wesley  Sub-District  of 
the  Arkadelphia  District  met  Thurs¬ 
day,  February  23  with  the  Dalark 
Charge  society  as  hostess  at  the 
Rock  Spring  Church.  Miss  Polly 
Lassiter  gave  the  devotional.  Mrs. 
Amis,  president,  introduced  Mrs. 
Curtis  Brady  who  sang  “I  Would 
Be  True,”  followed  by  prayer  by 
Miss  Lassiter. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  read  and  approved. 

Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  district  presi¬ 
dent,  introduced  Mrs.  Henderson, 
Conference  President  and  Mrs.  Earl 
D.  Cotton,  Jurisdiction  Secretary 
of  Christian  Social  Relations,  who 
gave  the  program. 

A  film  “Today’s  World”  was 
shown,  followed  by  a  description  of 
a  visit  to  the  United  Nations.  Pot- 
luck  lunch  was  served. 


The  afternoon  session  was  a  dis¬ 
cussion  led  by  Mrs.  Henderson  and 
Mrs.  Cotton  on  “What  Would  Bring 
About  World  Peace.” 

Officers  elected  for  the  new  year 
are:  Mrs.  W.  F.  Amis,  president; 
Mrs.  Clarence  Daniell,  secretary; 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Taylor,  pianist.  Dalark, 
Manchester,  Sparkman  and  Rock 
Spring  churches  were  represented. 

-  The  next  meeting  will  be  at  Dalark. 

Rev.  Connie  Robbins,  host  pastor, 
gave  the  benediction. 

.  Camden 

Camden  District  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  met  Friday,  February  3, 
in  the  home  of  Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole  at 
Magnolia.  The  home  was  beautifully 
decorated  throughout  with  red  cam¬ 
ellias.  » 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the 
president,  Mrs.  Walter  Birch,  and 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale  gave  the  devotional. 
Mrs.  Neill  Hart  was  appointed 
chairman  of  the  research  committee 
in  place  of  Mrs.  Ernest  Glaze,  who 
resigned.  Other  members  appointed 
to  this  committee  were  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Burton  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Farley.  Other 
business  was  attended  to;  and  re¬ 
ports  were  made  by  all  officers 
present. 

A  delicious  luncheon  was  served 
at  noon  by  the  hostesses,  Mrs.  Cole, 
Mrs.  C.  Z.  Couch,  Mrs.  John  L. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  Allen  Fincher,  and 
Mrs.  Glenn  Martel.  Other  district 
and  conference  officers  present 
were  Mrs.  Albert  Spooner,  Mrs.  J. 
F.  McKinnon,  Mrs.  Charles  Ash¬ 
craft,  Mrs.  Howard  Elder,  Mrs.  John 
Rickey,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Littrell,  Mrs.  J. 
T.  McQuade,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Curtis,  Mrs. 
D.  O.  Wilson,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  and 
Mrs.  Howard  East.  Mrs.  C.  Ray 
Hozendorf  was  a  guest.  Mrs.  J.  T. 
McQuade  dismissed  the  meeting 
with  prayer. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Ponchatoula  Woman’s  Society  ob¬ 
served  its  fifteenth  anniversary  on 
February  7  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Verna  Coburn,  with  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
son  Watson  giving  the  opening  de¬ 
votional.  A  skit  depicting  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  organization  was  giv¬ 
en  by  Mrs.  Collins  Lipscomb,  Mrs. 
D.  B.  Sheridan,  Mrs.  Albert  pucas, 
Mrs.  John  Scarle  and  Mrs.  Coburn. 
Mrs.  Jerome  Cain,  Baton  Rouge,  told 
°f  the  mission  program,  and  Mrs. 
T.  M.  Ellis,  district  promotion  sec¬ 
retary,  described  the  home  missions 
Program.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Sims,  Hammond, 
told  of  mission  work  prior  to  1940, 
and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Thomas,  Hammond, 
told  of  local  work  in  that  period. 
Camellia  corsages  were  given  to 
tee  16  charter  members. 

The  program  was  followed  by  a 
tea,  with  Mrs.  John  Scarle  cutting 
the  cake. 


Twenty  five  members  attended 
the  First  Church  Van  Buren’s  so- 
ctety  on  March  6  with  Circle  1  as 
hostess.  Mrs.  Clifford  Russell  gave 
the  program  assisted  by  Mrs.  Jim 
Hart,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson,  and  Mrs. 
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J.  Y.  Dollar.  Mrs.  E.  E.  McBride, 
president,  conducted  the  business. 

The  members  of  the  Asbury  So¬ 
ciety,  Lafayette,  served  a  benefit 
gumbo  supper  February  7  clearing 
$625,  with  which  they  plan  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  pulpit,  help  on  the  organ 
fund,  plastic  dishes,  folding  tables 
for  the  dining  area,  and  some  com¬ 
munion  cushion. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  New 
Iberia  met  February  22,  at  the 
church  with  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton, 
wife  of  the  district  superintendent, 
as  guest  speaker.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Wendt 
led  in  prayer  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Walk¬ 
er  played  the  organ.  Following  the 
talk,  Mrs.  Sam  White  led  the  de¬ 
dedication  service  assisted  by  Mes- 
dames  R.  E.  Friend,  John  Michael, 

A.  R.  Schuelke,  E.  J.  DeBuse,  Elvin 
Grimsley,  A.  E.  Eilers,  Andrew  An¬ 
drus  and  Frank  Reynaud.  Mrs.  M. 

B.  LeMaire  arranged  the  worship 
setting. 

Refreshments  were  served  by 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Bailey,  Mrs.  George  Dorr, 
Mrs.  David  Phillips,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Fred  Jensen  and  Mrs. 
Ross  Walters. 


GOALS  FOR  GROWTH 

If  titles  for  “Busiest  Women  of 
the  Year”  are  being  handed  out 
this  year,  then  we  women  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  of  University  Church  in  Lake 
Charles,  would  like  to  vie  for  that 
title.  We  submit  this  report  of  our 
activities  since  June  of  1955,  and 
in  all  sincerity,  we  give  the  glojy 
to  God  and  His  Son  our  Lord,  in 
whose  name  and  for  whose  sake  all 
of  our  service  is  rendered. 

There  are  always  many  things 
that  need  to  be  done  in  every  So¬ 
ciety  every  year,  but  it  seems  that 
this  particular  year  enthusiasm 
ruled  in  our  very  first  meeting.  We 
were  eager  to  set  up  our  budget, 
and  to  meet  Conference  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  obligations  generously.  Aside 
from  these  obligations,  there  were 
things  that  needed  to  be  done  in 
our  own  church.  You  can  well  ima¬ 
gine  that  recommendations  were 
“flying,”  ways  and  means  were  dis¬ 
cussed,  shelved,  thought  about  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  month,  and  properly 
settled  at  the  very  next  meeting. 

We  wanted  a  better  visitation 
program  set  up,  by  which  manner 
we  could  be  acquainted  with  every 
woman  in  our  church.  Furnishings 
were  badly  needed  in  our  parson¬ 
age  living-room,  and  our  church 
Nursery  was  inadequately  equipped. 
Other  materials  needed  to  be  sup¬ 
plied  in  the  kitchen,  as  well  as  cer¬ 
tain  other  items  (which  could  not 
be  supplied  by  the  Church  budget 
this  year).  Committees  were  official¬ 
ly  appointed  at  the  July  meeting, 
and  the  wheels  went  into  action. 
Things  have  happened  since  then, 
and  we  are  still  in  full  swing. 

During  the  past  six  and  a  half 
months,  we  have  “mothered”  many 
projects,  by  which  means  we  could 
accomplish  our  goals.  Each  of  our 
six  circles  is  still  busy  with  its  own 
project.  One  circle  makes  (by  spec¬ 
ial  order)  hand  made  baby  shoes; 
another  sells  a  particular  brand  of 
vanilla  and  other  flavoring  while 
another  circle  has  for  sale  all  oc¬ 
casion  greeting  cards  and  gift 
wrap.  With  such  a  spirit  of  “willing 
to  work”  existing  among  the  wo¬ 
men  of  our  group,  need  I  say  that 
we  have  accomplished  much? 

We  have  bought  and  payed  for 
over  $600.00  worth  of  furniture  for 
our  parsonage;  over  $200.00  has 
been  spent  for- 101  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nals  for  our  Sanctuary;  a  new  bed, 
sheets  and  much  other  equipment 
has  been  furnished  for  our  Nursery, 
and  we  have  earned  an  electric 
roaster  for  the  church  kitchen. 
Christmas  gifts,  totaling  in  value 
$65.00  were  sent  to  the  Dulac  Indian 
Mission,  and  we  have  helped  pay 
for  snacks  for  the  young  people 
of  Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese 
State  College.  Two  Adult  Life  Mem¬ 
berships  and  one  Youth  Membership 
have  been  given  thus  far,  and  we 
are  planning  to  present  others  in 
the  near  future. 


All  the  while,  our  visitation  com¬ 
mittee  chairman  was  hard  at  work, 
mapping  out  and  carrying  through 
visitation  plans.  To  date,  over  80 
shut-in,  inactive  and  non-member 
women  have  been  visited,  and  the 
program  is  still  in  action. 

We  have  set  our  goal  high,  and 
there  is  much  to  be  done  in  the  few 


SOCIETIES  HOLD  STUDIES 

Harrison 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  joined  the  Myrtle  Han¬ 
cock  and  Eula  Hudspeth  Wesleyan 
Service  Guilds  for  a  Mission  Study 
Course,  “To  Combine  Our  Efforts 
for  Lasting  Peace,”  held  at  Harrison 
Methodist  Church  during  February. 

Miss  Ethel  Jones  of  Myrtle  Han¬ 
cock  Guild  conducted  the  study 
course.  Special  assignments  were 
presented,  as  follows:  “Pruning 
Hooks  and  Plowshares,”  Miss  Ava 
Ruth  Finch;  “Declaring  His  Glory,” 
Mrs.  Floyd  Rogers  and  Mrs.  Vernon 
Chalfant;  “To  Combine  Our  Efforts 
for  Lasting  Peace,”  Mrs.  Jim  White. 

Mrs.  Rex  Poynor  and  Miss  Helen 
Price  were  in  charge  of  worship 
services  for  the  sessions.  Others  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  worship  were  Mrs. 

L.  S.  Reid  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Pugh. 
Mrs.  Cole  McKinney  and  Mrs.  Otis 
Wilson  were  vocal  soloists. 

At  one  session,  Miss  Martha  Mil- 
bum  showed  colored  slides  of  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Guild  Mission¬ 
ary  Tour  to  Mexico,  which  she  and 
Miss  Virginia  Holmes  took  last  sum¬ 
mer.  Miss  Holmes  gave  a  brief  re¬ 
port  on  the  Methodist  Schools  in 
Mexico  City,  Pueblo,  and  Pachuca, 
Mexico. 

The  final  evening  of  the  study 
course,  the  Woman’s  Society  enter¬ 
tained  the  Guild  members  with  a 
dinner  at  Fellowship  Hall. 

Hall  Summitt 

Following  the  study  of  the  “To 
Combine  Our  Efforts  for  Lasting 
Peace”  the  churches  of  the  Hall 
Summitt  Charge  met  at  the  East 
Point  Church  February  26  to  cli¬ 
max  the  study  with  a  message  by 
Delton  Pickering  who  attended  a 
seminar  at  the  United  Nations  and 
in  Washington.  Delton  is  a  minis¬ 
terial  student  at  Centenary  College. 

The  pastor;  Rev.  F.  H.  Durham, 
was  in  charge  of  the  study  for  all 
of  the  societies.  After  the  message, 
the  East  Point  Society  served  re¬ 
freshments.  —  Jean  Conly. 

Greenwood 

The  Woman’s  Society  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  of  Greenwood 
have  just  finished  the  study  “The 
Indian  Americans,”  directed  by  Mrs. 
Verlia  Harris.  An  Indian  supper  was 
held  with  Indian  foods,  place  mats, 
and  other  decorations. 

Mrs.  Robert  Choate  from  the  Mid¬ 
land  Heights  Church,  Ft.  Smith,  a 
member  of  the  Chippewa  Tribe  was 
the  guest  speaker,  urging  church 
women  to  help  spread  the  gospel  to 
Indians,  and  to  pray  in  their  be¬ 
half. 

Mrs.  Harris  showed  the  film 
“Strangers  in  His  Own  Land.” 

The  study  and  action  committee 
recommended  that  a  love  offering 
be  sent  to  the  Navajo  Mission 
School  at  Farmington,  New  Mexico. 
-  Cora  Hile. 


months  left  until  the  new  year 
begins,  but  with  God’s  help,  we 
shall  attain  our  “goals  for  growth.” 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service 

University  Methodist  Church 
Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 
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RELIGIOUS  DRAMA  WORKSHOP 


By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Vacation  Church  School 

Institutes  * 

The  various  districts  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  are  planning 
for  vacation  church  school  institutes 
on  a  district  or  sub-district  basis. 

The  Fayetteville  District  has  plan¬ 
ned  for  two  institutes,  April  10  and 

11,  Bentonville  and  Berry ville. 

The  Batesville  District  is  planning 

for  three  institutes,  April  10,  11,  and 

12,  Cotter,  Melbourne,  and  some 
point  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

The  Paragould  District  will  have 
one  institute  for  the  District  to  be 
held  at  Pocahontas,  April  5. 

The  other  districts  will  be  an¬ 
nouncing  dates  soon. 

It  is  important  that  local  churches 
plan  to  have  as  many  of  their  work¬ 
ers  as  possible  in  the  district  or  sub¬ 
district  institutes. 

The  workers  will  be  better  pre¬ 
pared  to  get  the  most  out  of  the  in¬ 
stitute,  if  they  have  read  their  mate¬ 
rials  in  advance  of  the  institutes. 
We  are  suggesting  the  following 
units  for  this  year,  which  units  will 
be  used  in  the  institutes: 

Kindergarten,  Stories  About  Je¬ 
sus,  Brumley 

Primary,  Jesus,  the  Friend,  Roor- 
bach 

Junior,  We  Would  Follow  Jesus, 
Crosby 

Some  of  the  institutes  will  be  pro¬ 
viding  special  guidance  for  Nursery 
workers. 

Should  any  church  desire  a  copy 
of  the  catalogue  on  Vacation  Church 
School  materials,  please  write  our 
office. 


New  Certifications 

Mrs.  Roy  I.  Bagley  has  recently 
been  certified  for  Teaching  Chil¬ 
dren,  (First  and  Second  Series). 

Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter  and  Rev.  Ger¬ 
ald  Hammett  ^have  recently  been 
certified  for  the  course  on  The 
Meaning  of  Methodism. 

This  brings  our  total  number  of 
certifications  for  this  conference 
year,  counting  First  and  Second 
Series  courses,  to  a  total  of  130,  a 
new  record. 


Marion  School 

A  four  unit  area  training  school 
for  the  churches  within  the  eastern 
section  of  the  Forrest  City  District 
is  to  be  held  April  8-12,  with  the 
following  courses: 

The  Child’s  Approach  to  Religion, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Wooten 

The  Church  Working  with  Young 
Adults,  Rev.  James  Bagby 
The  Meaning  of  Methodism,  Rev. 
Arvill  C.  Brannon 
New  Testament:  Content  and 
Value,  Rev.  Ralph  Hillis 


Forresi  CHy  Area  School 

A  three  unit  area  training  school 
has  been  planned  for  Forrest  City, 
April  8-12,  with  the  following 
courses  being  offered: 

Guiding  Nursery  Children  in 
Christian  Growth,  Mrs.  R.  D.  New¬ 
ton. 

Home  and  Church  Working  To¬ 
gether,  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson 


Monetfe  Area  School 

A  four  unit  area  training  school 
is  to  be  held  at  Monette,  April  2-4, 
with  the  following  courses  being 
offered: 

The  Children  and  the  Bible,  Mrs. 
R.  D.  Newton 

The  Meaning  of  Methodism,  Rev. 
E.  J.  Holifield  . 

The  Life  of  Paul,  Ira  A.  Brumley 
Friendship  and  Marriage,  Rev. 
Harold  Spence 


Dardanelle  Area  School 

A  seven  unit  area  training  school 
has  been  planned  for  Dardanelle, 
April  9-11,  with  the  following 
courses  being  offered: 

Teaching  Nursery  Children,  Miss 
Evelyn  Briant 

Teaching  Kindergarten  Children, 
Mrs.  William  A.  Stewart,  Jr. 

Teaching  Primary  Children,  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Tomlinson 

Teaching  Junior  Children,  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Rickey 
Christian  Beliefs,  Rev.  Alf  A. 
Eason 

The  Life  of  Jesus,  Ira  A.  Brumley 


Conference-Wide  Youih  Rally 

Dr.  John  J.  Rasmussen  of  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Louisiana,  is  to  be  the  inspira¬ 
tional  speaker  for  the  conference¬ 
wide  youth  rally,  to  be  held  in 
Hendrix  College  auditorium,  7:30 
p.m.,  Friday,  April  13. 

Workshop  programs  have  been 
planned  from  4:00  to  5:00  p.m.  on 
the  same  day,  for  those  who  can 
come  early  enough  for  that  pro¬ 
gram.  The  reports  from  over  the 
conference  indicate  that  we  will 
have  the  largest  attendance  we  have 
ever  had  for  such  a  rally. 

The  program  is  being  built  this 
year  for  senior  and  older  youth 
groups,  ages  15-23,  and  for  adult 
workers  with  youth.  The  program 
will  not  be  of  special  value  to 
Intermediates. 

Those  planning  to  attend  the 
workshop  program  should  arrive  be¬ 
fore  4:00  p.m.,  go  to  the  administra¬ 
tion  building  at  Hendrix  College, 
and  secure  information  concerning 
the  meeting  places  of  the  work¬ 
shops.  It  is  hoped  that  all  who  plan 
to  attend  the  workshops  will  plan 
to  arrive  by  4:00  p.m. 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  INSTITUTES 
IN  NEW  ORLEANS 
DISTRICT 

Two  Vacation  Church  School  In¬ 
stitutes  are  being  held  this  year  in 
the  New  Orleans  District.  The 
courses  for  each  age  group  are  be¬ 
ing  presented  by  a  team  of  six  work¬ 
ers.  The  general  theme  is  “The 
Bible”.  While  Vacation  Church 
Schools  do  not  include  the  nursery- 
age  group,  special  help  is  offered  for 
nursery  workers  at  the  same  time 
the  institutes  are  held. 

The  place  and  time  for  the  insti¬ 
tutes  are  as  follows: 

Pearl  River — Wednesday,  March 
21 — 10:30  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

Munholland  Memorial  in  New  Or¬ 
leans — Friday,  March  23 — 10:30 
a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Cahal  is  District  Direc- 


A  national  Methodist  Religious 
Drama  Workshop  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  June  2-9  at  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  workshop  is  planned  for  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  learning  how  to 
use  religious  drama  effectively  in 
Christian  education.  It  is  sponsored 
by  the  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  Harold  A.  Ehrensperger,  head 
of  the  Department  of  Religion  and 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
JUNIOR  LABORATORY 
CAMP 

The  first  Junior  Laboratory  Camp, 
for  training  Junior  Camp  leaders, 
will  be  held  at  Camp  Brewer,  June 
4-8. 

Miss  Blanche  Yeager,  of  the  Flori¬ 
da  Conference,  will  be  the  chief 
resource  leader.  The  Rev.  John 
Koglemay  will  be  the  director. 

Junior  children  (ages  10  and  11) 
from  churches  of  the  Alexandria 
District  may  enroll  for  this  camp. 
Only  60  campers  will  be  received. 
The  cost  will  he  approximately 
$15.00.  Registration  blanks  will  be 
available  latpr.  For  information, 
write  to^  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  Effie, 
Louisiana. 

.Workers  in  the  Camp  will  be  Jun¬ 
ior  Camp  leaders  from  all  the  dis¬ 
tricts. 


SUMMER  OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR  CHURCH 
MUSICIANS 

“Opportunities  for  fruitful  service 
to  the  church  in  the  field  of  church 
music  are  rapidly  unfolding,”  said 
the  Rev.  Walter  Towner,  director  of 
the  Department  of  General  Church 
School  Work,  in  his  report  to  the 
General  Board  of  Education  at  its 
recent  meeting. 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by 
the  outstanding  opportunities  for 
church  musicians  planned  for  next 
summer.  These  are: 

Meeting  of  the  National  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Methodist  Musicians,  July  8- 
13,  College  Point  Camp,  Williams 
Bay,  Wisconsin;  Institute  of  Church 
Music  (South  Central  and  Central 
Jurisdictions),  July  23-27,  Mount 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas;  a 
similar  institute  for  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  and  Central  Jurisdictions,  July 
30-August  3,  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina;  and  still  another  institute 
(Northeastern  and  Central  Juris¬ 
dictions),  August  13-18,  Lycoming 
College,  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania. 

The  national  meeting  at  Williams 
Bay,  Wisconsin,  will  afford  training 
opportunities  to  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  in  that  geographical  area, 
as  well  as  to  the  nation  at  large,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Towner.  Some  con¬ 
ference-wide  institutes  are  also  be¬ 
ing  held,  he  said. 

Additional  information  about  the 
institutes  of  church  music  may  be 
secured  from  your  conference  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  or  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  General  Church  School 
Work,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 


tor  of  Children’s  Work. — Mrs.  R.  R. 
Cahal 


the  Arts,  Boston  University,  wil| 
guide  the  entire  workshop  in  a  con 
sideration  of  Basic  Philosophy  of 
Religious  Drama. 

Courses  and  their  leaders  will  up 

MAJOR  COURSE,  advanced  sec¬ 
tion — Direction,  Mrs.  Arch  Pearson 
Lon  Morris  College,  Jacksonville’ 
Texas;  Production,  Arthur  Risser’ 
lighting  consultant  and  architect 
Wichita,  Kansas;  Creative  Drama  for 
Children  and  Intermediates,  Miss 
Winifred  Ward,  writer  and  teacher 
Evanston,  Illinois;  Rhythmic  Inter¬ 
pretation,  Mrs.  Margaret  Palmer 
Fisk,  writer  and  teacher,  Altadena 
California;  Choral  Speaking,  Mrs 
Ruth  Winfield  Love,  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation,  Vanderbilt  University.  The 
same  major  courses  will  be  offered 
in  a  beginning  section. 

MINOR  COURSES—  Informal 
Dramatic  Techniques,  Rev.  Robert 
Clemmons,  Division  of  the  Local 
Church;  Oral  Interpretation,  Mrs, 
Pearson;  Play  Evaluation,  Mrs. 
Love;  Play  Writing,  Mr.  Ehren¬ 
sperger;  Drama  and  Worship,  James 
Warren,  Scarritt  College. 

Early  in  the  workshop  each  dele¬ 
gate  will  choose,  in  consultation 
with  the  faculty,  one  major  and  one 
minor  subject.  ' 

The  workshop  has  been  planned 
for  the  following  groups:  Church 
School  teachers;  workers  with  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adults;  directors  of 
Christian  education;  ministers;  di¬ 
rectors  of  student  work;  college  pro¬ 
fessors  of  drama  or  directors  of 
campus  drama  groups;  and  other 
professional  workers  in  Christian 
education.  Delegates  must  be  eigh¬ 
teen  years  of  age  unless  accom¬ 
panied  by  their  parents. 

Director  of  the  workshop  will  be 
the  Rev.  A.  Argyle  Knight.  The 
registrar  will  be  Miss  Lilia  Mills. 
Both  are  on  the  staff  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Local  Church. 

Registration  fee  is  $10.50.  Make 
check  payable  to  the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church.  Room  and  board  may 
be  had  at  Sjcarritt  College  for  $3.75  j 
a  day  and  will  be  paid  upon  arrival. 

Information  folders  containing  ap¬ 
plication  blanks  are  available  from 
your  conference  executive  secretary. 
Applications  should  be  sent  to  Miss  i 
Lilia  Mills,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee. 


TRAVEL 

visit  EUROPE  this  Summer  (9 
countries)  with  Christian  young 
people  and  teachers. 

College  credit  offered. 

Via  Greyhound  to  port  of  em¬ 
barkation  —  Cross  Atlantic  via 
steamship. 

Tour  lasts  7  weeks,  cost  $1,075. 
Led  by  Minister-teacher. 

For  Information  Contact 

JAMES  LUCK 

Magnolia,  Arkansas 
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Methodists  Conduct  Alaska  Evangelism 
✓  Crusade 


Anchorage,  Alaska  (RNS) — Eight- 
Methodist  ministers  from  vari¬ 
es  parts  of  the  United  States  con- 
lU  ted  an  eight-day  Visitation 
,  angelism  Crusade  in  Alaska  des- 
'j'te  a  record  snowfall  and  cold 
\vt  in  the  territory, 
purpose  of  the  program  was  to 
■tjiiiulate  interest  in  the  member- 
!ujp  and  work  of  The  Methodist 
’^urch  in  Alaska.  In  addition  to 
public  gatherings,  home  visitations 
ind  conferences  with  lay  members 
,ere  held. 

phe  campaign  was  a  joint  project 
l  the  Methodist  Boards  of  Evangel- 
,m  and  National  Missions.  It  was 


under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  Rev.  Fred  McGinnis  of  Anchor¬ 
age,  superintendent  of  Methodist 
missions  in  the  territory. 

During  the  crusade,  the  touring 
ministers  visited  the  site  near  here 
where  the  Alaska  Methodist  Col¬ 
lege  is  to  be  constructed  soon. 

Methodist  evangelism  drives  have 
been  conducted  in  Alaska  every 
two  years  since  1952  with  a  larger 
number  of  ministers  from  the  U.S. 
participating  in  each  successive  cru¬ 
sade. 


February  Church  Construction 
gets  Record  for  Month 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  New 
[construction  by  churches  totaled 
855,000,000  in  February,  setting  a 
new  record  for  the  month.  It  was 
b, 000, 000  higher  than  the  February 
f.955  figure. 

In  the  first  two  months  of  1956 
[church  construction  totaled  $113,- 
[100,0  0  0,  a  gain  of  five  per  cent  over 
last  year. 

Building  activity  by  non-public 
Schools  amounted  to  $39,000,000 
[during  the  month,  the  same  as  for 
February,  1955.  Private  hospitals 
|and  social  institutions  spent  $18,- 

0,000  on  construction,  an  increase 
[of  $1,000,000  over  February  a  year 
?go- 

The  figures  were  reported  by  the 
Departments  of  Commerce  and  La- 


Dver  Five  Million  See 

Luther  Film  In  West  Germany 

Hamburg,  Germany  (RNS)  — 
dore  than  five  million  moviegoers 
West  Germany  have  seen  the 
nerican  movie  Martin  Luther 
[since  early  1954,  it  was  announced 
[here. 

The  film  has  thus  far  been  shown 
[in  1,700  movie  theaters  throughout 
[the  country. 

Evangelical  sources  here  said  that 
[about  sixty  million  people  over  the 
vorld  already  have  seen  the  film. 

The  movie  was  produced  by  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  Products,  Inc.,  an 
agency  of  six  Lutheran  bodies  in 
the  United  States. 


Urges  Laymen  Affect  Spiritual 
Climate  of  Corporations 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Moorhead 
Wright,  newly-elected  president  of 
the  Laymen’s  Movement  for  a 
Christian  World,  urged  the  group 
to  “affect  the  spiritual  climate  of 
the  large  American  corporations  so 
a  man  may  openly  stand  up  and 
proclaim  his  religious  inclinations.” 

“It  is  in  this  area  that  the  Lay¬ 
men’s  Movement  can  do  most,”  he 
said,  “because  any  effect  on  the 
American  business  scene,  particu¬ 
larly  the  great  corporate  enterprise 
which  constitutes  the  ‘ruling  class 
of  America,’  will  have  the  largest 
impact  on  the  world  —  a  larger 
than  than  that  of  any  other  single 
group.” 

Mr.  Wright,  consultant  in  charge 
of  communications  for  General 
Electric,  was  elected  at  the  Move¬ 
ment’s  annual  meeting  here.  He 
succeeds  Lee  H.  Bristol,  Jr.,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  advertising 
for  the  Bristol-Myers  Company. 

Wallace  C.  Speers,  vice-president 
of  the  McCutcheon  department 
store  here  and  chairman  of  the 
Movement,  urged  members  to  pray 
intensively  for  a  solution  to  the 
race  relations  problem  in  the  south. 

Carlton  M.  Sherwood,  a  partner 
in  Pierce,  Hedrick  and  Sherwood, 
public  relations  consultants,  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  number  of  scientists 
will  meet  at  the  organization’s  re¬ 
search  center,  Wain wright  House 
at  Rye,  N.  Y.,  this  spring  to  study 
“spiritual  healing.” 

Don  Royce,  associate  secretary  of 
the  Movement,  reported  plans  were 


Mormons  Dedicate  $6,000,000  Los  Angeles  Temple 


Los  Angeles  (RNS)—  A  $6,000,000 
temple  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
■rFist  of  Latter-day  Saints  was 
.Seated  in  four  days  of  ceremon- 
les  here. 

David  Q.  McKay,  82-year-old 
President  of  the  Church,  delivered 
ese  Prayers  and  dedicatory  address- 

than  50,000  Mormons  at- 
!^ed  the  ceremonies, 
inn?;  McKay  congratulated  the 
,000  Southern  California  mem- 
tj rs  °f  the  Church  for  the  “devo- 
wk  v,and  rea<Liness  to  sacrifice” 
anrtf-  mac*e  possible  construction 
financing  of  the  temple,  larg- 
ever  built  by  the  Mormons. 
TaffGCretary  °*  Agriculture  Ezra 
Cb,  ®enson»  a  member  of  the 
tlssri  Council  of  Twelve  Apos- 
the’  I  ew  here  from  Washington  for 
0Pening-day  ceremonies. 
arwAota*  °*  662,401  visitors  were 
during  a  51 -day  open 
e  Period  before  the  dedication. 


Many  of  them  were  non-Mormons. 

Of  modem  design,  the  temple  has 
90  rooms  and  features  a  tower  tip¬ 
ped  by  a  15-foot  gold-leaf  statue 
of  the  Mormon  Angel  Moroni  bear¬ 
ing  a  trumpet.  The  tower,  which 
rises  257%  feet,  is  visible  to  ships 
at  sea. 

In  the  basement  is  a  stainless 
steel  baptismal  font  large  enough 
for  immersions  and  borne  on  the 
backs  of  12  bronze  oxen,  sculptured 
life-size. 

The  first  floor  has  offices,  a  chap¬ 
el  seating  380,  a  kitchen  and  cafe¬ 
teria,  nursery  and  other  facilities. 

On  the  next  floor  are  five  beauti¬ 
fully  muralled  ordinance  rooms, 
spectacularly  lighted  and  depicting, 
stage  by  stage,  the  various  phases 
of  creation  as  recounted  in  Genesis. 

A  priesthood  room,  or  auditorium, 
on  the  third  floor  seats  2600.  The 
fourth  floor  has  rooms  for  ordained 
temple  workers. 


^arch 
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American  Church 
Delegation  In  Moscow 

Moscow  (RNS)  —  Nine  American 
church  officials  arrived  here  for 
a  ten-day  visit  during  which  they 
will  confer  and  seek  to  establish 
continuing  contacts  with  Christian 
leaders  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Their  trip  was  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  at  the 
invitation  of  Patriarch  Alexei  of 
Moscow,  head  of  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church.  Dr.  Eugene  Carson 
Blake  of  Philadelphia,  Council 
president,  headed  the  group.  The 
visit  will  be  returned  in  June  by 
a  Russian  Orthodox  delegation. 

Five  Orthodox  prelates  headed 
by  Metropolitan  Nikolai,  second 
ranking  official  of  the  church,  wel¬ 
comed  the  American  deputation  on 
its  arrival  at  Vnukovo  Airport  in 
a  plane  from  Prague. 

After  an  exchange  of  formal 
greeting,  the  group  was  taken  to 
lush  quarters  in  Sovietskaya  Hotel, 
usually  reserved  for  the  most  im¬ 
portant  official:  delegations.  Then, 
following  a  brief  rest  there,  they 
were  whisked  off  to  a  performance 
of  ‘The  Bronze  Horseman”  ballet 
at  the  Bolshoi  Theatre. 

Members  of  the  American  group 
appeared  discomfitted  at  finding 
themselves  in  such  surroundings  on 
a  Sunday,  particularly  during  Lent. 
Dr.  Roswell  P.  Barnes,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council,  commented  wryly  that  it 
apparently  was  a  case  of  having  to 
“when  in  Rome,  do  as  the  Romans 
do.” 

At  a  formal  conference  between 
the  American  clergymen  and  Pat¬ 
riarch  Alexei  the  following  day 
Metropolitan  Nikolai  surprisingly 
invited  the  delegation  to  visit  Tal¬ 
lin,  capital  of  Estonia,  barred  to 
foreigners  since  World  War  II. 

Earlier,  in  his  welcoming  remarks 
at  the  airport,  Metropolitan  Nikolai 
expressed  hope  that  the  visit  of  the 


under  way  to  expand  the  Wain- 
wright  House  courses  for  lay  coun¬ 
sellors  to  “troubled  people.” 

He  said  that  the  “ten  million 
Americans  who  are  in  need  of  pro¬ 
fessional  aid  for  mental  disturbances 
could  have  been  helped  by  skilled 
lay  counselling.” 


Proposes  Australian 
Angelicans  Look  To 
North  America  f-or 
-  Bishops 

Canberra,  Australia  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Ernest'  Henry  Burgmann,  Bishop  of 
Canberra  and  Goulburn,  suggested 
in  his  diocesan  letter  that  Austral¬ 
ian  Angelicans  look  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada  for  some  of  their 
future  bishops. 

The  idea  was  lauded  by  the  An¬ 
glican,  weekly  paper,  which  pointed 
out  that  within  the  next  five  years 
10  or  12  of  Australias  25  Angelican 
bishops  will  “no  longer  be  in  their 
posts.”  The  paper  said  “it  would  be 
quite  '  silly  to  pretend”  that  the 
country  is  producing  enough  men 
of  episcopal  stature  to  replace  them. 

“It  would  be  an  interesting  and 
no  doubt  very  wise  thing,”  Bishop 
Burgmann  wrote,  “if  some  Austral¬ 
ian  diocese  elected  an  American 
churchman  as  its  bishop. 

“They  have  a  freshness  and  free-  ■*“ 
dom  about  them  that  would  appeal 
to  Australians  generally  and  it 
would  emphasize  the  catholicity  of 
the  Angelican  Communion.  They 
might  also  show  us  the  way  out  of 
our  chronic  financial  doldrums.” 

If  the  Australian  Church  “must 
look  abroad”  for  new  bishops,  he 
said,  “there  is  good  reason  for  hav¬ 
ing  a  look  at  the  American  field.” 

“While  we  are  eternally  grateful 
to  England  for  giving  us  the  Church 
of  England  in  Australia,”  the  bishop 
asserted,  “the  fact  remains  that  ec¬ 
clesiastically  we  are  very  slow  in 
creating  an  indigenous  Church. 

“An  infusion  of  American  or 
Canadian  blood  —  not  too  much  of 
it  —  might  easily  give  us  a  few 
original  ideas  and  help  us  consider¬ 
ably  in  working  out.  a  genuine  Aus¬ 
tralian  version  of  the  faith.” 


American  churchmen  would  result 
in  “better  relations  between  our 
Churches.” 

Dr.  Blake  replied  that  he  and  his 
colleagues  were  “looking  forward 
to  very  interesting  and  fruitful  con¬ 
versations.”  He  noted  that  churches 
of  the  U.S.  and  Russia  had  never 
had  very  clqse  relations,  partly  be¬ 
cause  of  the  vast  distances  and 
great  differences  between  them  and 
partly  because  of  “the  ancient 
schism  of  the  Church.” 

laster 

1956 

World  Service  and  oth#er 
benevolence  offerings  are  a 
fitting  and  important  part  of 
the  observance  of  Easter  in 
Methodist  churches. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Sadie-Mecom 

The  Sadie-Mecom  Sub-District  in 
the  Monroe  District,  composed  of 
the  churches  of  Winnsboro,  Wisner, 
Mangham,  Gilbert,  Crowville,  and 
Beouf  Prairie,  had  its  regular 
monthly  meeting  in  the  Gilbert 
Methodist  Church  on  March  5.  The 
session  consisted  of  the  regular 
meeting,  followed  by  a  talent  show. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Sub-District 
purchase  three  shares  in  the  Retired 
Ministers’  Home  in  Ruston,  to  pur¬ 
chase  clothes  for  a  three-year-old 
boy  whom  the  Sub-District  has 
adopted,  and  to  furnish  eggs  for  the 
Children’s  Home  at  Easter. 

A  period  of  recreation  was  held 
and  a  fellowship  circle  formed.  The 
next  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Winns¬ 
boro  on  April  2. — S.  B.  Dampier, 
Pastor,  Crowville  Methodist  Church. 

Conway-Perry  County 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
way-Perry  County  Sub-District  was 
held  the  second  Monday  night  in 
March  at  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Overcup  with  55  present. 

Churches  represented  were  Per- 
ryville,  Morrilton,  Solgohachia,  Op- 
pelo,  Plummerville,  and  Overcup. 

The  theme  of  the  worship  pro¬ 
gram  was  “Prayer.”  Taking  part 
were  Kenny  Charton,  Jean  Blair, 
Rachel  James,  Carolyn  Yocum, 
Marilyn  Poteete,  and  Philip  James. 

A  recreation  period  was  held 
after  the  business  meeting. 

The-next  meeting  will  be  held  the 
first  Monday  night  in  April  at  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Solgohachia. — 
Louise  Maxwell,  Reporter. 


CHRISTIAN  ADVENURE 
PACKET 

“A  packet  is  coming!” 

No,  this  is  not  the  sort  of  packet 
that  “comes  round  the  bend,”  bring¬ 
ing  letters  and  dispatches  to  the 
people  that  live  along  the  river. 
The  packet  we  are  talking  about  is 
foe  packet-  of  materials  for  leaders 
of  Christian  Adventure  Week  in 
local  Methodist  churches.  It  has  been 
assembled  by  Mr.  Rene  F.  Pino,  of 
the  Youth  Department  staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education,  who 
promotes  intermediate  work  for  the 
department. 

Intermediates  are  those  boys  and 
girls  whose  ages  are  12-14  inclusive. 

Activities  during  the  week  in¬ 
clude  study  and  discussion,  worship, 
fellowship,  cook-outs,  and  service 
to  others  in  the  churches  and  com¬ 
munities.  The  finfe  materials  in  the 
packet  tell  how  to  get  for  inter¬ 
mediates  the  best  possible  results 
from  these  activities. 

The  packets  are  free — one  to  a 
church  upon  request.  If  they  have 
not  already  done  so,  leaders  plan¬ 
ning  to  observe  Christian  Adventure 
Week  in  their  churches,  should 
write  to  the  Youth  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education,  P.  O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee,  for 
“Christian  Adventure  Week  Pack¬ 
et.” 


LITTLE  ROCK 
DISTRICT  ANNUAL 
INSTITUTE 

A  hundred  and  seven  young  peo¬ 
ple  met  at  Aldersgate  Camp  March 
2nd  and  3rd  for  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict’s  Annual  Institute.  The  study 
was  “I  Follow”  by  Charles  Laymon. 
The  leader,  Rev.  Robert  Scott,  in¬ 
spired  the  youth  with  talks  con- 


Ruston  Sub-District  Winners  In  Speech  Contest 


The  Alcohol  Essay-Speech  contest 
was  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Arcadia,  March  10,  for  the 
Ruston  Sub-District  with  eight  con¬ 
testants  participating.  Miss  Nellie 
Haynes,  Shongaloo  won  first  place 
on  the  subject  “The  Truth  About 
Beer”. 

Pictured  above  are  left  to  right, 
back  row,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Watson,  R.  D. 
Hinton,  and  Dr.  Ardis  Cawthom, 


judges  for  the  contest;  Joe  Pat 
Keeton,  Crossroads,  honorable  men¬ 
tion;  and  Nellie  Haynes,  Shongaloo, 
first  place. 

Front  row,  left  to  right,  Peggy 
Boozer,  Springhill;  Sue  Coleman, 
Pine  Grove,  third-place  winner; 
Levon  Davis,  Heflin;  Francille 
Owen,  Haynesville,  second-place 
winner;  Susan  Sledge,  Castor;  and 
Marilyn  Watson,  Arcadia. 


THE  ETERNAL  PROBLEM  OF  YOUTH 
DRAMATIZED  ON  BIBLICAL  TELECAST 


The  story  of  a  young  lad  impri¬ 
soned  because  of  wrongdoing,  and 
the  problem  this  posed  for  his  fath¬ 
er,  is  the  theme  of  a  religious  tele¬ 
cast,  “His  Way,  His  Word,”  seen 
over  the  NBC  television  network  on 
Sunday,  March  25,  1:30  to  2:00 
(CST).  Entitled  “The  Fruitless  Kjg 
Tree,”  it  is  the  fourth  in  this  dra¬ 
matic  series  offered  as  a  public 


service  by  The  Goodyear  Tire  and 
Rubber  Company,  and,  in  keeping 
with  the  reverence  and  sincerity  of 
the  theme,  no  commercials  or  mes¬ 
sages  of  any  kind  will  interfere 
with  its  presentation.  The  unforgiv¬ 
ing  father  listens  to  The  Master’s 
parable  of  the  fruitless  fig  tree,  and 
sees  how  his  personal  problem  can 
be  solved. 


cerning  the  Lenten  reading  mater¬ 
ial. 

“The  Event  of  Jesus  Christ”,  “The 
Person  of  the  Event,”  and  “The 
Coming  of  Believers”  were  discuss¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Scott. 

After  each  talk,  the  group  was 
divided  in  ten  table  groups  with  a 
resource  leader.  Then  following  a 
“Coke  time”,  a  forum  hour  was  di¬ 
rected  by  Mr.  Scott. 

The  closing  service  was  a  message 
by  Rev.  David  Hankins  and  Holy 
Communion  was  taken  with  Mr. 
Scott  and  Mr.  Hankins  directing. 

Between  sessions  Lana  Douthit, 
Donna  McCray,  and  Bill  Thrashler 
led  in  recreation. 

The  resource  persons  who  took 
time  out  to  lead  the  discussions 
were:  Miss  Polly  Lassiter,  Mrs. 
Robert  Scott,  Mrs.  J.  Ralph  Clay¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  Frank  Shanks,  Miss  Mary 
Sue  Shepherd,  Bill  Thrasher,  Jpe 
White,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Thompson,  E  .F. 
Price,  and  Rev.  David  Hankins. 

Thirty-one  of  the  thirty-four 
churches  were  represented.  —  Re¬ 
porter. 


Man  at  work  can  be  happy  and 
spiritually  healthy  only  if  he  feels 
that  he  is  working  in  God’s  world 
for  God’s  glory  through  doing  what 
is  God’s  will.— ^Arnold  Toynbee. 


WESLEY  PLAYERS 
INSTALLS  45th  CHAPTER 

The  National  Society  of  Wesley 
Players,  official  drama  organization 
of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement, 
has  installed  its  forty-fifth  campus 
chapter  at  the  University  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Knoxville. 

The  Knoxville  chapter,  named 
Beta  Iota,  was  installed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Beta  Beta  chapter  in 
Nashville,  representing  the  Wesley 
Foundation  serving  Vanderbilt  Uni¬ 
versity,  Peabody  College  and  Scar- 
ritt  College. 

The  national  society  was  organiz¬ 
ed  some  30  years  ago  and  its  45 
chapters  are  located  in  university 
and  college  centers  throughout  the 
country. 


CALL  OR  SEE  FRED  KELLEY 

about  insurance  on  your  home,  car, 
or  furniture.  Agent  for  Old  Line 
Co.’s.  NLR  REALTY,  312  E.  Broad¬ 
way,  No.  Little  Rock,  FR  2-1848. 


Twenty  Questions  Tell  How 
To  Select  Best  Hearing  Aid 


Confused  by  all  of  the 
different  hearing  aid 
claims  ?  Wondering  why 
there  is  a  difference  in 
performance,  size  and 
price?  Would  you  like 
to  know  what  to  expect 
in  amplification,  power, 
wearing  convenience . . . 

20  important  factors  to  look  for  in  a  hear¬ 
ing  aid?  Mr.  L.  A.  Watson,  author  of  inter¬ 
nationally  known  600  page  text  “Hearing 
Tests  and  Hearing  Instruments”,  has 


just  completed  valuable  booklet  that  is 
filled  with  information  on  how  to  select 
an  aid.  Send  25c  in  stamps  or  coins  and 
it  will  be  sent  to  you  in  a  plain  envelope. 


|  L.  A.  WATSON,  ROOM  NO.  83X 

21  NORTH  3rd  STREET,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

I 

|  Name_ _  — — - 

I 

|  Address 

I 

J  City _ Slate _ _ _ 

I _ _ _ 


L.  A.  WATSON 
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We  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
who  have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
gifts  to  the  Home  during  the  month  of 
January,  1956. 

The  Gailoway-Tolleson  Sub-District  of  Clar¬ 
endon — clothing  and  assorted  gifts 
The  Young  people,  First  Methodist  Church 
(MYF)  Stuttgart  —  assorted  gifts  and 
canned  goods 

Mrs.  Guy  Cannon,  Little  Rock — refrigerator 
W  S.C.S.  of  Camp  Methodist  Church — lin¬ 
ens  and  miscellaneous  gifts 
George  E.  Rowland  of  Game  and  Fish 
Commission — venison 

Kindergarten  class,  Marion  Methodist  Ch. — 
canned  goods 

A  Pro  thro,  Dermott — wool  gloves 
Mr.  J.  E .  Parker,  Little  Rock — Circus 
tickets  for  Rex  Bros.  Circus 
Taylor  Sales,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  Rex 
Bros.  Circus 

State  of  Arkansas  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion — tickets  for  Rex  Bros.  Circus 
Mrs.  George  M.  Peck,  Hope — 2  boxes  of 
clothing  and  assorted  gifts 
Corning  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Byron  Mc- 
Spadden,  pastor — canned  goods 
Oak  Forest  Drug  Store,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  Rex  Bros.  Circus 

Primary  Department,  Blytheville  First 
Methodist  Church— socks  and  gloves 
Crossett  Circuit,  Rev.  Arthur  White,  pastor 
—canned  goods 

Iris  Belcher,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  Rex 
Bros.  Circus 

The  Hugh  Lehman  Family,  Parkin — doll 
Mrs.  P.  G.  Garot,  Hot  Springs — assorted 
cards 

The  Children’s  Dept.,  Centerton  Sunday 
School — 'assorted  gifts 

G  W.  May,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  Rex 
Bros,  circus 

Toddle  House,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  Rex 
Bros,  circus, 

Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administration 
Building  Noj  34,  North  Little  Rock — 
candy 

The  Friendly  S.  S.  Class,  Winfield  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Little  Rock — birthday  gifts 
for  January 

Mrs.  Joshua  K.  Shepherd,  Little  Rock — 
Chrysler  car 

CASH  DONATIONS 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  . $10.00 

Mr.  Jack  Stiel  Dante,  Dumas  .  15.00 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Thompson,  Dan- 
ville-Belleville  Sub-District,  MYF  ....  4.36 

Mrs.  O.  M.  Lewis,  Mena  .  1.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class,  Vantrease  Meth. 

Church,  El  Dorado  .  5.00 

North  Arkansas  Conference  . 500.88 

Brewster  Bible  Class, 

Wynne  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Camden  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  Class, 

Rector  First  Methodist  .  10.00 

Beebe  W.  S.  C.  S .  50.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Torch  Bearers  Class, 

Dardanelle  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Anonymous  .  10.00 

Forum  Class,  First  Methodist 

Church,  Little  Rock  .  45.00 

Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Methodist  Ch .  10.00 

Irene  Hunt  Class, 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Ft.  Smith  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  Class, 

Methodist  Church  of  Hoxie  .  20.00 

Lexa-Telfore  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  . 10.00 

Br;  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

rhe  Esthers  Class, 

SUoam  Springs  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
uarmony  Class,  First  Methodist 

Church,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

p  rost  Bible  Class 

Texarkana  First  Methodist  .  10.00 

uzark  Methodist  Sunday  School  .  20.00 

yancey  s.  S.  Class, 

Marianna  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

??  f  Bible  Class,  Nashville 

rJ^thodist  Church  .  10.00 

Jett  B.  Graves,  S.  S.  Class, 
raK?eJ'irst  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Lm, 1  S'-  s-  c-  s .  io.oo 

A lf-1?  B?ck  Conference  . 218.38 

red-Wasson  Sub-District,  Rogers ...  38.36 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

An™,  e  Grove  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

^ninrn^“s.T~5uilding  Fund  . 500.00 

uS‘or  High  Department, 

Hani£e,£irst  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Hanks  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

M?  ^aaTvfirst  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Fi  Mrs-  Everett  J.  Foster, 

Mr  First  Methodist  Church..  10.00 

rn?h,d  Mrs.  Chas.  V.  Ross, 

Rose  rn.^eth°AiSt  011111x11  .  10.00 

p®  Couples  Class, 

Fellowship  ™rst  Methodist  Church  ....  20.00 
2 5h.iP  Oass,  Henderson 

Wes?ev™‘S£  Ch,urch-  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

p‘®Y,an.,  Service  Guild, 

rryville  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 


Builders  Class,  First  Mpthodist 

Church,  Little  Rock,  Ark .  10.00 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Rogers  Central  Methodist  Church  ...  10.00 

Otipn  ri/vir  Plocc 

First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado  10.00 
Lodges  Corner  Methodist  Church  ....  20.00 
Madonna  Bible  Class, 

Newport  First  Methodist  Church  ....  25.00 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Mary  Martha  Bible  Class, 

Srpackover  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Truth  Seekers  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Service  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Miscellaneous  Collections  .  539.01 


TOTAL  . „ . $2,341.99 

MEMORIALS 
IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Mrs.  Carrie  McDonald  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Tom¬ 
linson 

Mr.  Elmer  Oslin  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Erwin 

Miss  Mae  Ross  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Cupp 
Mrs.  Harley  Lyon  by  Mr.  Harley  N.  Lyon 
Mr.  Herman  F.  Hyatt  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Ray,  Jr. 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Sullivant  by  Mrs.  Ed  Dixon, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Illing 
Mrs.  Ollie  Sullivant  by  Primrose  Church, 
Matrons  Class,  Men’s  Class,  Young 
Couples  Class,  W.  S.  C.  S.  and  MYF  all 
of  Primrose  Church 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Sullivant  by  Mrs.  Paul  H. 
Dixon 

Mr.  Earl  Morgan  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Shewmake 

Mrs.  Ida  Nivens  Matthews  by  Mrs.  D.  E. 
Tucker 

Mrs.  Ed  Frierson  by  Mrs.  P.  W.  Boggs 
and  Cherry 

Mrs.  W.  S.  A.  Jackson  by  Dorcas  S.  S. 
Class,  Lewisville 

Mr.  Eugene  Cypert  by  The  Parsonettes  of 
Monticello  District 

Mr.  C.  W.  Cathey  by  Bauxite  Methodist 
Church  W.  S.  C.  S. 

Mrs.  Henry  Trotter  by  Mrs.  Louis  L.  Ram¬ 
say,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Young  by  Winfield  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  No.  1 

Mr.  Thomas  Leek  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  I. 

Fish  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodney  Fish 
Mrs.  Ada  Phillips  Frierson  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Frank  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Frank 

Dr.  Clyde  Rodgers’  mother  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jenning  Mize  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Hinkle 
Charley  Walker  by  Kathleen  Miller  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  Young 
Charley  Walker  by  Willing  Workers  Class, 
Primrose  Methodist  Church 
Mr.  J.  E.  Koonce  by  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  Pine  Bluff 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Frierson  by  Gould  Methodist 
Church 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Frierson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Shepherd 

Monroe  Acklin  by  Mrs.  Willie  B.  Holland 
Mr.  Harry  Wanger  by  Mr.  Bruce  R.  Ander¬ 
son 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Sullivant  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Wright  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Onstatt 
Mrs.  Effie  G.  Johnston  by  C.  C.  Thompson 
and  Family 

Mr.  R.  P.  Parker  by  Mary  McG.  Nobles 
Mr.  J.  P.  Faucette  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Cooke 

Mr.  Luther  Page  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin 
Morris 

Mrs.  Ashley  Bell  by  Jane  and  Jim  Davies 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Smith  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Caplinger 

Mrs.  Edna  Harper  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Caplinger 

Mrs.  Edward  M.  Griffith  by  Mrs.  Jno.  B. 
Moore,  Sr.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jno.  B. 
Moore,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  Griffith  by  Boyce  and  Gene 
Folsom 

Mrs.  Mary  Griffith  by  Miss  Laura  Lee 
Mrs.  Mary  Griffith  by  "The  W.  M.  Lee 
Family” 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gentry  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon 
Mathews 

Mr.  Fenner  Laughinghouse  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Fogleman 
Mr.  Thomas  Leek  by  Mrs.  Argie  Henry 
Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Bateman  Griffith  by 
Cutter,  Evelyn  and  Maribelle  James 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Griffith  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Loyd  R.  Wheatley 

Mrs.  Edward  Frierson  by  Julie  and  J.  R. 
Gray 

Mrs.  Edward  Frierson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Hughey,  Sr.  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Hugh¬ 
ey  Young 

Mrs.  Mary  Bateman  Griffith  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Renfro  Webster 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Sullivant  by  Older  Youth  S.  S. 

Class,  Primrose  Church 
Grayson  "Hornback  by  Miss  Margaret 
Carter  and  Mrs.  Marie  C.  Cheshire 
Miss  Elma  Hoskins  by  Elizabeth  Brennan 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Floyd  by  Frances  Winter  and 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Newsom 

Mr.  Gene  Ivey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  J. 


March  22, 1956 


For  a  penny... 


electricity 

gives  you  a  whole  hour 
of  television 

-  *  V 

Two  of  your  favorite  half-hour  shows  brought  to 
your  own  living  room  for  a  penny!  That's  all  it  costs. 

Yes,  all  over  your  house  electricity  works  for 
you  to  make  life  gasier,  to  bring  you  more  and  more 
pleasure  and  convenience. 

And  electricity  works  at  such  a  low  cost  that 
it's  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  family  budget. 
The  men  and  women  in  your  electric  company  are 
constantly  working  to  keep  it  that  way. 


POWER  «  LIGHT 

1  ^oni/uzny 

HELPING  RUILD  ARKANSAS 


Lambert  Jr 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cushman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil 
B.  Nance  ' 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Coley  by  Ozark  Methodist  Ch., 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  Holiman,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bobby  Burns,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken¬ 
neth  Tucker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Huds¬ 
peth,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Mainard, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Adams,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Phillips,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winston 
Hardin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donn  Merschon, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Gilmer,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Kimbrough,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keith  Tucker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Chancey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grady  Chancey, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewell  Pyron,  Mrs.  Clarice 
Cheek,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lige  Walker,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bateman,  Sr.  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bateman,  Jr.,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herbert  Matthews 
J.  M.  Countiss  by  Rev.  M.  N.  Johnston 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Coley  by  Mrs.  Mary  McElroy 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Stephenson 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Cureton  by  Mrs.  Frances  Win¬ 
ter,  Miss  Anna  Rose  Miller,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  G.  Roebuck 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Coley  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Vear 
Total  Memorials  . $  324.50 


Other  collections  . $2,341.99 


Grand  Total  . $2,666.49 

Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 


GO  W  N  S 

• Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Itlfl  Headquarters  for 

RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Church  Fvrnllvr*  •  Stele* 
Embrolderle*  •  VtitHiRiiti 
Hanglngo  .  Communion 
Sato  .  Altar  Iron  Ooodi  1 1 1 


'W-'PW  _ ^  W*,T£  DEPT  JL  f° *  CATALOG  J  Jl  - 

•TTl 1 S 1 1  ATI  I  CHURCH  00005 

i^llallUUal  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
"U  87I-T3  ARCH  STRirr.  PHILADELPHIA  7.  PA 


Page  Fifteen 


imniiiniiniiiniuniflirairaniniiiiiiuiniiiifflnuHHiiuuiiunnnmniiiiiiii 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

nf*®on,  based  °n  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
®8S°"S  fV  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  tjy  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


‘THE  MEANING  OF  THE  RESURRECTION” 

LESSON  FOR  APRIL  1,  1956 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Luke  24: 
1-53. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “Thanks  be  to  God,  who 
gives  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

(I  Corinthians  15:57) 


This  is  the  last  lesson  of  five-ses¬ 
sions  UNIT  VIII:  “THE  LORD  OF 
LIFE”.  The  first  lesson  of  the  unit 
had  to  do  with  the  fact  that  Christ 
confronts  the  modern  world.  He 
confronted  the  Jewish  Nation  of  his 
day  in  the  flesh  by  riding  trium¬ 
phantly  into  Jerusalem.  In  Spirit  he 
is  still  in  the  world  and  is  confront¬ 
ing  us  today  as  he  did  the  Jews  in 
the  long  ago. 

Next,  we  had  Christ  interpreting 
history.  He  did  so  by  lifting  the 
visions  of  people  and  calling  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  men  are  crea¬ 
tures  not  only  of  time  but  also  of 
eternity. ,  He  emphasized  the  fact 
that  he  would  return  to  judge  the 
world,  and  that  mankind  would 
have  an  eternal  future. 

The  third  lesson  of  the  unit  dealt 
with  the  meaning  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  This  is  one  of  the  two  sac¬ 
raments  of  Christianity.  As  a  sacra¬ 
ment  it  is  a  means  of  grace.  The  ele¬ 
ments  used  in  the  supper  do  more 
than  merely  symbolize  the  broken 
body  and  shed  blood  of  Christ. 
When  received  in  the  proper  man¬ 
ner  they  bring  a  great  consciousness 
of  the  spiritual  presence  of  the 
Lord. 

The  fourth  lesson  dealt  with  the 
meaning  of  Christ’s  suffering.  His 
willing  death  on  the  cross,  more 
than  any  other  single  act  of  his  life, 
revealed  the  fact  that  God  loves  us. 
This  is  very  important.  Without  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  God 
loves  him,  man  would  never  be 
saved.  It  is  this  revealed  love  that 
draws  the  sinner  to  the  Lord.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this  in  some  vital  way 
Christ  died  for  sinners.  Paul  de¬ 
clares  to  the  church  at  Corinth  “I 
preached  unto  you  first  of  all  how 
that  Christ  died  for  our  sins.” 

'Jhis  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today — “The  Meaning  of  the  Resur¬ 
rection”.  This  is  the  greatest  single 
event  that  ever  took  place  in  all  the 
history  of  the  world.  Prior  to  this 
time  the  Holy  Day  was  the  Sabbath, 
or  Saturday.  It  was  kept  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  a  completed  crea¬ 
tion.  This  day  is  now  superceded 
by  Sunday,  because  the  resurrection 
of  Christ  and  the  conquering  of  / 
death  by  him  is  far  more  important 
than  a  completed  creation.  In  fact 
without  this  resurrection  it  would 
have  been  better  never  to  have  had 
a  world. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

In  the  study  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  Lord  it  would  be  well  to  read 
all  of  the  accounts  given  of  it  in  the 
New  Testament.  As  a  background 
for  this  lesson  we  are  using  certain 
verses  taken  from  the  twenty- 
fourth  chapter  of  Luke. 

Christ  had  been  put  to  death,  and 
before  sundown  on  Friday  he  had 
been  taken  from  the  cross  and  laid 
in  Joseph’s  new  tomb.  He  remained 
there  until  just  before  dawn  on 


t unday  and  came  back  to  lifeL 
ome  women  went  to  the  tomb  ear¬ 
ly  that  morning  and  found  it  emp¬ 
ty.  They  saw  some  angels  who  told 
them  that  the  Lord  had  risen.  They 
reported  this  to  certain  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles.  These  men  found  that  the  tomb 
was  empty.  The  word  got  around 
that  the  tomb  was  empty  and  his 
followers  wondered  at  it. 

On  that  day  two  of  the  disciples 
started  from  Jerusalem  to  go  to 
Emmaus,  which  was  some  five  miles 
distance.  They  also  had  heard  the 
rumor  of  the  empty  tomb,  and  as 
they  walked  along  the  way  they 
were  talking  about  the  situation. 
Suddenly,  one  whom  they  thought 
was  a  stranger  joined  himself  to 
them  and  engaged  them  in  conver¬ 
sation. 

He  asked  them  why  they  were 
so  sad.  They  told  him  all  about  what 
had  happened  in  the  last  few  days 
in  Jerusalem.  Jesus,  the  young  pro¬ 
phet  from  Galilee,  had  been  cruci¬ 
fied.  They  were  sad  and  disappoint¬ 
ed  because  they  had  hoped  that  he 
would  be  the  one  who  would  re¬ 
deem  Israel  from  the  Roman  yoke. 
Now  their  faith  was  shattered  and 
their  hopes  were  dead;  not  only 
dead  but  buried  in  Joseph’s  new 
tomb  in  Jerusalem. 

This  One  who  they  thought  was  a 
stranger  began  to  explain  thg.  Scrip-  * 
ture  to  them.  He  called  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary 
that  Christ  suffer.  This  suffering 
had  been  spoken  of  in  the  law  of 
Moses,  the  Psalms,  and  in  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  prophets.  As  he  ex¬ 
plained  the  Scriptures  to  them  their 
hearts  burned  within  them.  When 
they  arrived  at  their  destination, 
this  new-found  friend  of  theirs 
made  as  if  he  would  go  further. 
They  constrained  him,  insisting  that 
he  spend  the  night  with  them.  It 
was  already  growing  late.  He  com¬ 
plied  with  their  invitation.  They  sat 
down  to  the  evening  meal.  He  took 
the  bread,  blessed  it  and  broke  it 
just  as  he  had  done  in  establishing 
the  Communion  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per.  They  recognized  him,  and  he 
vanished  out  of  their  sight.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  already  late, 
they  left  immediately  to  return  to 
Jerusalem.  When  they  arrived  in 
Jerusalem  they  learned  that  certain 
of  the  Apostles  and  disciples  had 
gathered  in  the  upper  room.  Before 
the  two  could  make  their  report, 
some  one  in  the  crowd  remarked  to 
them,’  “The  Lord  has  risen  indeed, 
and  has  appeared  to  Simon!” 

These  disciples  were  simply  elat¬ 
ed  over  the  fact  that  the  Lord  had 
risen,  though  most  of  them  up  to 
that  point  had  not  seen  him.  They 
were  also  in  great  fear  of  the  au¬ 
thorities  who  had  put  the  Lord  to 
death.  Because  of  this  fear  they  had 
locked  the  doors  and  barred  the 
windows  of  the  upper  room.  Sud¬ 


denly  and  without  warning,  while 
they  were  talking  about  the  Lord. 

he  took  form  in  their  midst  and 
began  talking  to  them.  He  reminded 
them  of  what  he  had  taught  them 
prior  to  his  death  and  also  what 
Moses,  the  psalmists,  and  the  pro¬ 
phets  had  said  would  happen  to  the 
Christ. 

The  thing  that  these  men  had 
predicted  had  happened;  the  Lord 
had  died  and  come  back  from  the 
tomb.  Now  repentance  and  forgive¬ 
ness  of  sins  could  be  preached  to 
all  nations  beginning/at  Jerusalem. 
These  people  were  to  go  out  and 
become  witnesses  of  the  wonderful 
things  they  had  seen  and  heard,  but 
they  were  to  tarry  until  they  re¬ 
ceived  power  from  on  high  for  the 
carrying  out  of  this  task. 

The  last  four  verses  (50  through 
53)  of  our  printed  text  tells  of  the 
Lord’s  ascension.  These  follow  so 
closely  the  injunction  the  Lord  gave, 
that  they  tarry  for  spiritual  power 
in  Jerusalem,  that  one  might  think 
the  ascension  took  place  immediate¬ 
ly,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  We 
know  from  other  Scriptures  that 
the  Lord  was  here  for  a  period  of 
forty  days  between  the  time  of  his 
resurrection  and  ascension,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  these  passages  he  ap¬ 
peared  on  eleven  different  occasions 
to  them.  It  will  be  remembered, 
however,  that  he.  did  not  live  with 
them  during  this  time  as  -he  had 
done  prior  to  his  crucifixion.  He 
simply  appeared  to  them  on  various 
occasions  and  would  later  vanish 
out  of  their  sight. 

Best  Proved  Fact  of  History 

There  is  no  fact  in  history  that  is 
better  proved  than  that  which  has 
to  do  with  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
from  the  dead.  The  evidence  of  the 
resurrection  given  in  Scripture 
would  stand  up  in  any  fair  law- 
court  in  the  world.  Eye-witnesses; 
men  who  knew  the  Lord  intimately 
and  had  associated  closely  with  him 
for  years  saw  him  die  on  the  cross 
and  saw  him  buried  in  Joseph’s 
tomb.  Later  these  same  men  saw 
him  alive  and  associated  with  him. 
One  of  them — doubting  Thomas — 
examined  the  nail-holes  in  his 
hands  and  feet  and  saw  the  spear- 
wound  in  his  side.  Thomas  was  so 
thoroughly  convinced  that  this  One 
was  the  resurrected  Jesus,  and 
knowing  that  no  one  except  a  Di¬ 
vine  Being  could  conquer  death,  he 
addressed  him  as  “My  Lord,  and 
my  God!” 

All  of  these  men  were  so  thor¬ 
oughly  convinced  that  the  Lord  rose 
from  the  dead  that  they  not  only 
went  out  to  preach  this  great  fact 
but  also  the  .fact  that  through  him 
others  could  conquer  death  and 
come  back  from  the  tomb.  They 
were  greatly  persecuted  for  preach¬ 
ing  this  doctrine,  but  in  the  place 
of  ceasing  they  went  right  ahead 
though  it  cost  most  of  them  their 
lives  to  do  so.  Large  numbers  of 
people  are  not  going  to  die  for  a 
thing  unless  they  know  beyond  the 
shadow  of  doubt  that  it  is  true. 
These  people  knew  that 'they  were 
not  casting  their  lives  away.  They 
realized  that  through  the  ordeal  of 
death  they  were  simply  passing  in¬ 
to  a  bigger  and  fuller  life  with  the 
Lord. 

Another  proof  of  the  fact  that 
Christ  really  rose  from  the  dead 
was  the  empty  tomb.  Even  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Christ  admitted  that  the 
tomb  was  empty.  One  of  three 
things  happened:  Christ  rose  as  the 
Scriptures  tell  us  and  came  out  of 
the  tomb  himself,  or  he  was  either 
carried  out  by  his  enemies  or  by 


hi*  friend*.  Mis  enemies  would  not 
have  done  it  for  they  had  Pilate 
place  soldiers  there  to  prevent  that 
very  thing  from  happeiyng.  When 
all  details  are  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion  it  is  very  obvious  that  his 
friends  did  not  do  it.  If  they  had 
done  it,  better  than  any  one  else 
they  would  have  known  that  Christ 
really  did  not  rise,  yet  they  went  out 
and  preached  that  he  did  rise  and 
most  of  them  gave  their  lives  for 
preaching  that  very  thing.  These 
men  died  gladly  for  this  teaching 
because  they  knew  that  Christ  had 
risen  from  the  dead  and  they  be¬ 
lieved  that  through  him  they,  too, 
would  rise.  They  did  not  believe 
that  they  were  throwing  their  lives 
away  on  a  false  hope. 

Still  another  proof  of  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Christ  is  the  fact  that 
these  men  regained  their  courage 
and  went  ahead  with  their  work. 
No  one  can  read  the  Scriptures  con¬ 
cerning  this  matter  without  noting 
that  these  men  were  badly  discour¬ 
aged.  The  fact  that  they  took  cour¬ 
age  and. started  again  and  that  we 
have  Christianity  in  the  world  to¬ 
day  is  the  greatest  proof  that  Christ 
rose  from  the  dead. 

What  the  Resurrection  Means  To  Us 

The  resurrection  of  the  Lord 
means  more  to  us  today  than  any 
other  event  that  ever  took  place.  In 
the  first  place  it  means  that  we  are 
worshipping  a  living  Christ  and  not 
a  dead  Jesus.  He  not  only  was  the 
greatest  teacher  that  the  human 
race  ever  produced  (the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount  proves  that)  but  he  came 
back  from  death  to  be  a  constant 
Companion  with  his-  followers  as 
they  attempt  to  live  his  doctrine 
and  follow  his  example.  All  reli¬ 
gious  teachers  set  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  standards  for  disciples,  but 
among  all  of  them  Christ  alone 
came  back  to  live  with  and  in  his 
followers  and  help  them  attain  his 
standards.  This,  together  with  the 
fact  that  Christianity  sets  the  highest 
moral  and  religious  standard  in  the 
world,  makes  it  the  greatest  reli¬ 
gion  ever  known  to  the  mind  of 
man. 

The  fact  that  Christ  conquered 
death  means  that  he  is  a  Divine 
Person.  Certain  individuals,  includ¬ 
ing  Christ,  have  been  known  to 
raise  others  from  the  dead,  but  no 
one  else  has  ever  been  able  to  con¬ 
quer  death  for  himself.  Then,  too, 
the  others  who  were  raised  were 
only  restored  to  physical  life;  later 
they  had  to  die  again,  while  in  the 
case  of  Christ  it  was  a  conquering 
of  death  once  and  for  all  time.  He 
is  really  and  truly,  as  Paul  tells  us 
in  I  Corinthians  15:20,  “The  first 
fruits  of  those  who  have  fallen 
asleep.” 

So,  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
from  the  dead  proves  him  to  be  the 
Son  of  God  with  power  to  take 
care  of  us  regardless  of  what  our 
lot  may  be.  He  has  power  to  help  us 
live  lives  on  this  earth  that  are 
above  reproach,  and  render  accept¬ 
able  service  in  his  name.  He  has 
power  to  help  us  overcome  the 
temptations  of  life  and  to  break  the 
bands  of  evil  habits  in  our  lives.  He 
has  power  to  help  us  overcome  the 
sorrows  and  disappointments  in  life. 
He  leads  us  to  feel  that  our  Chris¬ 
tian  dead  have  only  gone  to  be  with 
him  in  the  beautiful  place  he  has 
gone  to  prepare  for  all  who  love 
and  obey  him.  The  Lord  is  in  his¬ 
tory  ever  moving  toward  the  con¬ 
summation  of  his  Kingdom.  For  all 
of  his  followers  he  has  forever  re¬ 
moved  the  sting  of  death  and  the 
victory  of  the  grave. 
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Noted  Churchman  and  Editor  1956  Jones  Lecturer 


At  the  Willson  Lectures  last  week  at  Centenary,  L  to  R,  Rev.  William  P.  Frazier, 
Centenary  professor;  Dr.  J.  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  president;  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
1956  Willson  Lecturer;  Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  Centenary  vice-president. 


WESLEi  orj 
FOUNDATION 
BUILDING  AT 
HAMMOND  BEGUN 

Construction  was  formally  begun 
on  the  new  Wesley  Foundation 
building  at  Southeast  Louisiana 
College,  Hammond,  on  last  Sunday 
afternoon,  when  ground  was  broken 
for  the  $60,239.00  building.  Located 
across  the  street  from  the  college 
itself,  the  one  story  structure  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  completed  in  time  for 
use  in  the  Wesley  Foundation  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
semester,  according  to  Rev.  Edward 
R.  Thomas,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Hammond,  and  Miss 
Lillian  Hay,  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  Program  at  Southeastern 
Louisiana  College. 

The  program  was  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  with  Dr. 
Luther  H.  Dyson,  president  of 
Southeastern  Louisiana  College  de¬ 
livering  an  address  on  The  Impor¬ 
tance  of  Religion  in  the  Life  of 
College  Student?.  Rev.  Fred 
Schwendimann,  Denham  Springs, 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  Amite,  and 
Rev.  John  Sewell,  Franklinton,  were 
other  ministers  assisting  in  the  serv¬ 
ice. 

Among  the  out-of-town  guests 
present  for  the  service  was  Jimmy 
Davis,  former  Governor  of  Louis¬ 
iana,  who  sang  two  selections  dur¬ 
ing  the  service.  Gene  Scott,  student, 
sang  “Bless  This  House”  as  a  part 
of  the  ground-breaking  ceremony. 

Included  among  those  who  turned 
spades  of  dirt  in  the  ceremony  were 
Dr.  M.  C.  Wiginton,  Hammond,  of 
the  Board  of  Directors;  E.  A.  Court¬ 
ney,  Hammond,  Building  Committee 
chairman;  Dr.  L.  G.  Raub,  college 
faculty  member;  Mrs.  L.  A.  Sims, 
Hammond;  Mrs.  Roy  B.  Harrison, 
Hammond;  Leslie  McKenzie,  Baton 
Rouge;  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  George  Williams,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Rev.  Wilson  Watson,  Ponch- 
atoula;  Mrs.  G.  F.  Poole,  Bogalousaj 
Ralph  St.  Amant,  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  Alumrti;  Miss  Gloria  Flurry, 
Lafayette,  representing  Wesley 
Foundation;  Miss  Hay,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Thomas. 

E.  A.  Courtney,  Hammond  is 
chairman  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee;  Dr.  Wiginton  is  vice-chairman; 
Van  Miller,  Hammond,  is  treasurer 
and  Miss  Hay  Is  the  secretary. 


A  Methodist  circuit  rider  of  the 
1880’s  will  ride  again  April  6  at 
8;30  p.m.  EST  on  ABC-TV  network 
when  CROSSROADS  presents  “Dig 
or  Die,  Brother  Hyde.” 

Hugh  Marlowe  will  play  the 
leading  character,  the  Rev.  William 
J-  Hyde.  This  pioneer  preacher  was 
the  father  of  a  widely-known  Metho- 
dist  layman,  William  C.  Hyde,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  New  York  since  March  1. 

th  Hy.de  from  1949  to  1956  headed 

he  Chicago  house  and  gave  earlier 
ervice  in  Cincinnati. 


Conference  For 
Laymen  Announced 

The  first  of  what  lay  leaders  hope 
will  be  an  annual  Laymen’s  Work 
Conference  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Brewer,  Louisiana  Conference  camp, 
new  Alexandria,  May  19-20,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  announcement  by  Robert 
P.  Lay,  Gilliam,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader.  The  two  day  session 
is  being  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Lay  Activities, 
and  Board  leaders  are  being  assisted 
in  the  promotion  and  direction  of 
the  conference  by  the  8  district  lay 
leaders  of  the  conference. 

The  opening  session  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  scheduled  for  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  May  19  at  5:00  o’clock  and 
the  conference  will  close  with  the 
midday  meal  on  Sunday. 

Dr.  Harry  Denman,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  for  Saturday  and 
Sunday  sessions.  Other  out  of  state 
leaders  will  include  Charles  Stuck, 
Jonesboro,  Ark.,  lay  leader  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference.  Other 
details  of  the  program  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  at  an  early  date,  according 
to  Mr.  Lay. 

Board  leaders  expect  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  draw  approximately  150  lay¬ 
men  from  throughout  Louisiana. 
Charge  lay  leaders  and  other  lay¬ 
men  from  local  churches  and  district 
leaders  are  expected. 

Conference  leaders  have  also  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  cost  for  each  lay¬ 
men  will  be  $6.00,  which  includes 
bed  and  three  meals.  Each  layman 
should  bring  pillow,  sheets,  blankets, 
and  towels.  Advance  registration 
with  $1.00  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Lay, 
Box  145,  Gilliam. 


New  Gretna  Church  . 
Opened 

0*i  Sunday,  March  18,  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Gretna  held  opening 
services  in  its  new  church.  A  little 
less  than  one  year  ago,  March  31, 
the  Gretna  Church  was  completely 
destroyed  by  fire.  Since  that  date 
services  have  been  held  in  the  Mc- 
Donogh  26  school. 

The  new  church  building  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  same  site  as  the  old 
building,  on  the  corner  of  Monroe 
and  Anson  Streets  in  Gretna.  The 
building  is  of  contemporary  archi¬ 
tecture  with  the  sanctuary  seating 
approximately  240  including  choir. 
In  addition  there  are  church  offices 
and  parlor,  a  social  hall,  which  will 
accomodate  150  persons  at  tables, 
Sunday  School  class-rooms  for  all 
ages,  and  a  kitchen.  The  church  has 
been  completely  furnished  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  contemporary  design 
of  the  building. 

On  opening  Sunday,  March  18, 
Sunday  School  was  held  at  9:30  a. 
m.  followed  by  10:45  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Dr.  Virgil  Morris,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  led  in  the  con¬ 
secration  service.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
A.  B.  Cavanaugh,  used  as  the  sub¬ 
ject  for  his  sermon,  I  Saw  Our 
Church  Build.  Following  morning 
worship,  Open  House  was  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon.  At  the  evening 
worship  services  Rev.  Ned  Stout  of 
Eunice,  and  former  pastor  at  Gret¬ 
na,  preached  on  the  subject,  We 
Stand  in  Awe.  At  the  two  worship 
services  the  choir  sang  special  mu¬ 
sic:  “Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple,” 
“O  Divine  Redeemer,”  in  the  morn¬ 
ing;  and  “Jubilate,”  “Redemption,” 
and  “Hallelujah  Chorus”  from  “The 
Messiah”  at  the  evening  service. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


Willson  Lectures  Given  Last 
Week  at  Centenary- 

Dr.  Paul  Hutchinson,  Chicago,  will 
deliver  the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial 
Lectures  at  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
April  10-12,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Dr.  A.  -  M.  Serex, 
Rayne  Memorial  Pastor,  and  Mrs.  C. 
I.  Jones,  donor  of  the  lectures.  Since 
1947  editor  of  The  Christian  Cen¬ 
tury,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  retired  from 
that  post  early  this  year.  He  is  a 
widely-known  lecturer,  writer,  and 
churchman.  The  general  theme  of 
the  lectures  will  be  “Churches  In 
The  Crisis  Of  These  Times.”  The 
first  lecture  will  be  given  at  8:00 
p.m.  Tuesday,  April  10,  and  there 
will  be  lectures  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  at  10:30  a.m.  and  at  8:00 
p.m. 

The  C.  I.  Jones  Lectures  were 
given  in  1949  by  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones, 
New  Orleans,  in  memory  of  her 
husband,  the  late  C.  I.  Jones,  promi¬ 
nent  New  Orleans  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  and  member  of  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Church.  Last  year’s  lec¬ 
turer  was  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St. 
Louis,  and  the  1954  lecturer  was  Dr. 
Leslie  Weatherhead  of  London  Eng¬ 
land.  The  lectures  are  given  each 
year  to  bring  to  New  Orleans  and 
Louisiana  an  outstanding  religious 
leader  for  the  spiritual  and  cultural 
enrichment  of  New  Orleans  and 
Louisiana.  The  lectures  usually  at¬ 
tract  visitors  from  throughout  the 
state. 

Dr.  Outler  Was  Willson  Lecturer 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  professor  at 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  was 
the  Willson  lecturer  last  week  at 
Centenary  College,  in  the  third  pres¬ 
entation  of  the  Willson  Lectures 
which  have  been  given  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Willson  of  Floydada, 
Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willson  have 
established  several  of  these  lecture¬ 
ships  on  Methodist  college  campuses 
in  the  southwest.  Two  weeks  ago  a 
similar  lectureship  was  instituted 
on  the  Hendrix  College  campus  in 
Conway,  Ark. 

The  1956  Willson  lectures  were  on 
the  theme  “The  Recovery  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Morale”,  and  included  lectures 
given  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  mornings  in  the  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
campus.  Topics  for  the  lectures  in¬ 
cluded  “Dig  Those  Crazy  Mixed  Up 
Kids”,  “The  Cult  of  Reassurance”, 
and  “A  Religion  for  Nerve-Wrack¬ 
ing  Times”. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  1951,  Dr.  Outler 
taught  at  Duke  University  1935-45, 
and  at  Yale  University  from  1945- 
51. 

Dr.  Outler  was  feted  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  a  tea  given  by  the 
Centenary  Faculty  Club  in  the 
faculty  lounge  in  the  Science  Build¬ 
ing  and  he  met  informally  with 
Centenary  alumni  and  former  stu- 
( Continued  on  page  9) 


AN  EASTER  MEDITATION 


- 


Christ  Is  Risen 

t 

—  For  What? 


JOHN  A.  MACKAY 


EACH  Easter  Sunday  millions  of  people  crowd  the  churches  of  the 
United  States  to  form  the  largest  congregations  of  the  year.  At 
some  time  during  the  service  the  words  resound,  in  Scripture  reading 
or  creedal  cant,  “The  third  day  He  rose  again  from  the  dead.”  The 
cadence  of  this  great  affirmation  of  faith  sounds  in  an  atmosphere  fraught 
with  exuberant  color.  At  the  close  of  the  service  the  throng  files  out  of 
the  sanctuary.  Active  members  of  the  Church  walk  side  by  side  with  a 
host  of  church  alumni  who  have  come  at  Eastertime  to  pay  their  annual 
homage  to  the  Risen  One.  In  the  concern  and  reflective  mind  the  thought 
is  awakened:  Christ  is  risen — but,  for  what? 

Religion  of  the  Resurrection 

One  thing  is  sure.  Christianity  is  the  religion  of  the  Resurrection.  A 
study  of  the  New  Testament  makes  it  quite  clear  that  the  Gospels  were 
written  backwards.  Each  narrative  of  the  life  of  Christ  was  composed 
in  the  context  of  the  rising  from  the  dead.  The  story  of  Jesus  from  Bethle¬ 
hem  to  Golgotha  is  a  tale  which  gets  its  meaning  from  the  certainty,  “The 
Lord  is  risen  indeed.”  Beyond  all  ancient  myths  of  life’s  rhythmic  renewal, 
and  Homer’s  “rosy-fingered  dawn”  that  heralds  the  springtime,  stands  this 
trumpet-ljke  declaration  of  Christian  faith,  with  its  vast  historical  and 
cosmic  import:  “He  ascended  into  Heaven  and  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  the  Father  Almighty.  From  whence  He  shall  come  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead.”  -  '  , 

But  for  what  did  Christ  rise? 

Is  Easier  An  Escapist  Cult? 

* 

In  Spanish-speaking  countries,  where  most  of  the  people  happen  to 
belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Communion,  it  is  sometimes  affirmed  that 
Protestant  Christians  in  the  United  States  have  made  an  escapist  cult  of 
Easter.  The  form  of  its  celebration  is  due,  it  is  said,  to  an  intense  dislile  of 
suffering  and  of  all  the  trappings  and  vestments  of  death.  It  is  pointed 
out  that  rarely  in  our  church  premises  is  any  canvas  found  which  depicts 
the  excruciating  pain  of  the  Redeemer,  but  only  portraits  that  set  forth  His 
calm  control  of  hostile  circumstances  and  His  triumph  over  pain  and  death. 
Attention  is  drawn  to  the  high  development  in  our  country  of  the  mortician  s 
art  and  to  the  bright  colors  and  gay  flowers  that  abound  at  funerals.  Our 
Easter  celebration,  it  is  alleged,  is  no  more  than  a  joyous  release  from 
the  high  tension  of  the  Lenten  season.  With  fashion  parades  on  village 
streets  and  on  the  boulevards  of  great  cities,  the  last  shades  of  night  are 
banished  Henceforth, Meath  and  all  the  works  of  darkness  will  be  disguised 
by  the  arts  of  life  and  light.  We  may  reject  this  view  of  us  as  sheer 
travesty  but  we  should  nonetheless  ponder  it  thoughtfully. 

Those  who  make  this  criticism  prefer  to  retain  as  the  central  symbol 
of  their  Holy  Week  the  agony  and  squalor  of  unrelieved  suffering.  These 
are  truer  they  say,  to  the  core  of  the  Christian  religion  and  to  the  gum 
realities  of  human  life  and  history.  Let  these  devotees  of  the  Spanish  Christ 
remember  and  reflect,  however,  that  in  one  of  the  greatest  centers  of  their 
religious  faith,  Seville  in  Andalusia,  Easter  Sunday  is  greeted  by  the  first 
great  bullfight  of  the  season.  The  gore  and  the  shouting  which  marked  the 
scene  around  the  Crucified  are  carried  forward  into  the  tumultous  arena 
that  greets  the  “toro  bravo,,  (the  wild  bull)  which  is  foredoomed  to  die. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten,  too,  that  in  the  world  of  Spanish  Christianity, 
where  are  found  many  of  the  most  celebrated  creations  of  pictorial  art 
there  is  not  a  single  canvas  of  the  Resurrection.  In  this  tradition  Christ 
Crucified  bowed  Himself  quite  literally  out  of  history.  The  saving  event 
whereby  He  died  for  sin  is  re-enacted  liturgically  by  the  Church  m  the 
Eucharistic  sacrifice.  But  The  Risen  One  who  was  “dead  and  is  alive  for 
ever  more,”  shall  no  longer  participate  directly  in  human  affairs.  He 
passes  from  the  cross  to  the  judgment  throne. 

Cross  and  Resurrection  Not  Separate 

Christianity  is  ill  served  by  any  attempt,  by  whomsoever  made,  to 
separate  the  cross  and  the  resurrection.  Neither  one  can  be  interpreted 
alone,  but  only  in  the  light  of  the  other.  Participation  in  the  thrill  and 
splendor  of  an  Easter  festival,  let  us  American  Protestants  remember,  can 
easily  become  a  substitute  for  participation  in  the  life  and  on-going  purpose 
of  the  Living  Christ.  Indeed,  mere  concentration  upon  religious  observance 
of  any  kind,  whereby  Christianity  tends  to  be  reduced  to  an  aesthetic  ex- 
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The  Glory  of  The  Cross 

On  storm-swept  hill  they  saw  the  cruel  rack 
That  held  Him  up  between  the  thieves  to  die 
Spat-on,  in  infamy  and  shame;  His  back, 

Lash  marked  .  .  .  the  thorns  .  .  /  the  lips  so  parched  and  dry 
The  vinegar  .  .  .  the  sop  .  .  .  the  ending  thrust 
They  saw;  and  wept,  both  for  themselves  and  Him. 

And  more,  they  saw  thbir  newborn  faith  and  trust. 

Their  hope  for  peace,  —  for  victory,  grow  dim. 

But  Faith  and  Love  and  Trust  no  tomb  retains; 

In  early  Sabbath  sun  they  found  the  stone 

Had  rolled  away,  and  with  it,  all  the  stains 

Of  blackened  yesterdays!  Thus  to  His  Own 

A  Savior  came  to  recompense  their  loss 

And  let  them  share  the  glory  of  the  Cross!  l 
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perience,  can  easily  become  a  betrayal  of  the  religion  of  the  resurrection. 
It  is  not  enough  to  bow  our  heads,  or  lift  them  up,  at  the  portrayal  or  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  central  verities  of  the  faith.  It  is  necessary  that  we 
engage  in  a  true  conversation  with  the  Crucified  and  Risen  One,  and  that 
we  commit  our  lives  to  Him  forever.  There  is  always  real  danger  that 
Christian  worshippers  re-echo  a  famous  saying  of  Voltaire.  When  the 
famous  sceptic  was  charged  that  he  had  been  seen  to  bow  at  the  passing 
of  a  religious  procession,  he  replied,  “We  salute  but  we  do  not  speak.” 

Sobered  by  these  reflections,  let  us  look  at  the  Easter  celebration. 
There  are  two  facets  of  our  Easter  faith  which  call  for  special  emphasis. 
The  first  is  the  permanent  place  of  the  cross  in  the  resurrection  life.  The 
second  is  the  indissoluble  continuity  between  the  pattern  of  Christ’s  earthly 
life  and  His  activity  as  the  Risen  Lord. 

Christ  Reigns  From  the  Cross 

When  the  question  is  asked:  For  what  is  Christ  risen?  The  answer  is 
this:  Christ  is  risen  that  he  might  reign  from  the  Cross.  The  Cross  is  the 
place  Where  the  sin  of  man  and  the  love  of  God  met  in  redemptive  en¬ 
counter.  It  is  also  the  symbol  of  struggle  and  suffering  in  the  Christian’s 
life. 

The  regal  figure  of  Christ  in  the  Book  of  Revelation  retains  the  scars  of 
suffering.  The  majestic  Lion  of  the  tribe  ef  Judah  who  alone  can  open 
the  seals  of  the  Book  of  Destiny  is  portrayed  -also  as  “a  Lamb,  standing 
as  though  it  had  been  slain.”  In  the  imagery  of  the  apocalyptic  seer,  the 
Risen  One  never  dfeases  to  be  the  Crucified  One. 

The  same  emphasis  is  deeply  imbedded  in  the  thought  and  experience 
of  Paul  It  was  Paul’s  deep  yearning  to  “know  Christ  and  the  power  of 
His  Resurrection”  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  “share  His  suffering, 
becoming  like  Him  in  his  death.”  He  craved  the  power  of  the  Risen  Christ 
to  help  him  in  his  spiritual  struggle  and  to  carry  his  own  personal  cross. 

A  man  in  the  modern  era  who  had  a  deep  insight  into  the  abiding 
significance  of  the  cross,  and  for  whom  it  was  life’s  truest  and  most  creative 
symbol,  was  the  Spanish  writer,  Miguel  de  Unamuno.  When  our  civilization 
was  still  basking  in  its  Victorian  era  and  was  being  doped  into  security 
by  the  idea  of  inevitable  progress,  Unamuno  wrote  his  famous  Tragic  Sense 
of  Life,  just  two  years  before  the  outbreak  of  the  First  World  War.  Ine 
visitor  to  the  old  university  of  Salamanca  is  startled  when  he  looks  at  the 
bust  of  the  great  Basque  writer  which  stands  at  the  head  of  a  stairway- 
Engraven  over  the  heart  in  the  bronze  figure  which  commemorates  Spam  s 
greatest  literary  figure  since  Cervantes,  he  sees  the  figure  of  a  cross. 

“Unless  a  grain  of  wheat  falls  into  the  earth  and  dies,”  said  Jesus,  11 
remains  alone;  but  if  it  dies,  it  bears  much  fruit.”  This  is  the  revolutionary 
Christian  truth  that  goes  far  beyond  the  insight  of  Greek  sage  or  Hebie 
prophet.  By  rising  again  from  the  dead,  by  His  victory  over  death,  Christ 
in  the  words  of  Unamuno,  “made  death  our  mother.”  What,  to  the  purely 
secular  eye,  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  world  renunciation  starm 
forth  in  the  light  of  the  resurrection  as  world  transformation.  Becaus 
Christ  is  risen,  earthly  values  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and 
gospel  give  birth  to  a  new  order  of  values.  Now,  as  ever,  men  must  io* 

their  lives  to  find  them. 

✓  (Continued  on  page  15) 
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The  Christian  Wedding 

By  George  C.  Baker,  Jr.,  and 
Charles  H.  Johnson 

(Continued  from  last  week) 

Assume  the  minister  is  having  his  first  inter¬ 
view  with  a  couple  who  has  asked  him  to  marry 
them.  Here  are  some  of  the  likely  questions  they 
will  need  to  discuss: 

1.  Where  is  the  wedding  to  be  held? 

It  may  be  in  the  minister’s  office  or  study, 
in  the  bride’s  home  or  the  home  of  a  relative 
or  friend,  perhaps  in  a  garden  or  yard  if  a 
summertime  wedding,  or  in  the  chapel  or  Sanc¬ 
tuary  of  a  church. 

2.  Who  are  the  attendants? 

Will  there  be  a  maid  of  honor  (or  matron  of 
honor)  and  a  best  man,  the  father  or  another 
man  to  “give  the  bride  away”,  bridesmaids, 
groomsmen,  ushers,  a  ring  bearer,  a  flower  girl? 
Will  the  parent  or  parents  of  both  bride  and 
groom  be  present? 

3.  What  about  the  setting  of  the  service? 

Will  there  be  flowers,  candles,  kneeling 
cushion,  aisle  runner,  and  other  decorations? 
Who  is  the  florist?  This  is  a  sacred  service,  not 
a  “show”  or  “display”  of  decorations  or  finery 
either  in  the  setting  or  for  the  “guys  and  dolls”. 
Just  because  someone  sold  a  dress  to  the  bride 
or  some  flowers  and  candles  for  the  cere¬ 
mony  does  not  mean  that  he  takes  over  the 
wedding  or  the  rehearsal.  It  is  a  Service  of  the 
Church.  The  “consultants”  and  “directors”  may 
assist  and  suggest,  but  the  minister  is  in  charge. 

4.  What  about  the  music? 

Who  is  to  play  the  piano  or  organ?  What 
music  is  best  and  what  is  unsuitable  both  for 
instrument  and  voice?  The  “Lord’s  Prayer”  when 
sung  should  precede  the  Service  and  not  replace 
its  use  as  a  spoken  part  of  the  Service,  a  point  at 
which  the  entire  Congregation  should  participate 
verbally.  The  minister  states  some  principles  to 
guide  in  making  such  decisions. 

5.  What  about  picture-taking  and  recordings? 

Pictures  can  be  made  after  the  Service.  The 
participants  needed  may  repeat  any  part  of  the 
Service  for  pictures.  Sometimes,  after  the  Serv¬ 
ice  is  over,  a  picture  made  as  the  couple  comes 
down  the  aisle  toward  the  exit  is  permissible. 
Nothing  should  be  allowed,  however,  to  intrude 
on  the  sacredness  and  solemnity  of  the  Service 
of  worship.  Tape-recordings  can  be  made  with 
ao  one  being  aware  of  the  mechanical  operations 
involved. 

J 

These,  and  other  matters  of  detail  provide  an 
important  focus  of  discussion  during  the  first 
counseling  session;  with  some  items  being  left 
unanswered,  to  be  the  entree  for  further  periods, 
if  desired  by  the  couple  and/or  the  minister. 
As  the  first  counseling  session  moves  beyond 
these  details,  the  minister  will  find  opportunity 
tor  expressing  concern  to  have  the  couple  make 
lust  as  careful  preparation  for  their  mental  and 
Physical  readiness  for  the  wedding,  honeymoon, 
and  the  homelife  to  follow,  as  they  quite  willing¬ 
ly  have  made  for  the  details  of  the  Service.  He 
ttay  wish  to  suggest,  or  give  to  them,  literature 
which  they  can  read  together,  and  from  which 
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questions  may  well  arise  which  can  be  dis¬ 
cussed  at  other  counseling  sessions.  One  of  these 
sessions  may  very  properly  be  held  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  in  order  that  the  couple  have  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  meeting  the  minister  in  his  home  with 
his  family. 

The  coritent  of  these  counseling  sessions  may 
cover  a  wide  'scope  of  subjects  ranging  from 
sexual  compatibility  and  financial  responsibilities 
to  issues  of  personal  faith  and  procedures  for 
establishing  a  Christian  home.  All  in  all,  the 
approaches  used  by  the  minister  are  aimed  at 
discovering  with,  a  couple  whether  or  not  they 
have  faced  realistically  the  major  factors  in¬ 
volved  in  making  a  marriage  successful,  and 
offering  his  help  and  guidance  in  these  matters, 
both  now  and  later.  Here  a  couple  is  helped  to 
face  their  differences  in  emotional  makeup  and 
temperament,  in  taste,  and  even  in  opinion  upon 
very  basic  issues.  The  facing  of  such  facts  fosters 
the  kind  of  understanding  that  makes  possible 
the  adjustments  necessary  for  successful  mar¬ 
riage,  perhaps  even  finding  in  these  same  differ¬ 
ences  in  human  personality  and  thinking, 
avenues  for  enhancing  the  relationship  and  mak¬ 
ing  it  more  interesting  and  rewarding. 

Further,  counseling  of  this  sort  is  aimed  at 
helping  a  couple  face  up  to  what  might  later  be 
impossible  breaches  in  their  relationship.  For 
any  minister  realizes  the  heartbreak  that  results 
in  homes  in  which  the  fundamental  breach  in 
relationship  is  born  of  two  people  having  stand¬ 
ards  of  value  that  are  really  worlds  apart.  The 
minister,  the  couple,  and  even  society  as  a  whole, 
have  real  concern  to  know  with  some  measure 
of  certainty,  whether  or  not  it  is  the  will  of  God 
that  any  given  man  and  woman  should  be  joined 
together  in  holy  matrimony.  The  consequences 
of  poor  judgment  in  this  regard  are  reaped  by 
both  society  and  the  couple,  and  the  judgment 
involved  must  be  ascertained  before  the  couple 
even  rehearses  for  the  Service  which  is  to  sym¬ 
bolize  their  union  in  marriage. 

The  Rehearsal 

What  then  is  the  function  of  the  rehearsal? 
It  should  be  sufficiently  structured  to  acquaint 
everyone  with  the  entire  Service  and  the  ex¬ 
pectations  regarding  their  participation  in  it. 
This  to  the  end  that  all  may  be  free  to  worship 
in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  rather  than  being 
scared  stiff  for  fear  of  doing  the  wrong  thing 
in  the  presence  of  the  critical  one  who  has  come 
just  to  gape.  If  the  rehearsal  is  casual  or  friv¬ 
olous  the  minister  loses  the  opportunity  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  Service  as  significant  and  worshipful  as 
it  should  be. 

By  bringing  every  participant  in  the  Service 
first  of  all  into  the  exact  spot  where  he  or  she 
will  stand  in  the  wedding,  the  minister  can  then 
explain  the  procedures  of  the  Service,  including 
such  things  as  the  position  of  the  bride’s  father 
between  the  bride  and  the  groom  so  that  he  may 
truly  represent  the  family  which  “gives  this 
woman  to  be  married  to  this  man.”  The  minister 
can  explain  the  several  parts  of  the  Service  to 
the  entire  wedding  party  as  they  “walk  through” 
the  rehearsal,  indicating  such  details  as  the 
handling  of  the  bride’s  ring  by  the  best  man, 
and  the  groom’s  ring  by  the  maid-of-honor,  and 
the  kneeling  of  the  couple  for  the  rayer,  if  a 
kneeling  cushion  is  to  be  used. 

After  the  entire  Service  is  summarily  “walk¬ 


ed  through”,  the  wedding  party  forms  the  re¬ 
cessional  just  as  they  will  do  in  the  wedding  and 
they  all  march  out.  Then  each  person  is  ready 
to  assume  his  proper  place  for  the  beginning  of 
the  wedding,  and  to  go  through  the  entire  re¬ 
hearsal  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  starting 
with  the  lighting  of  the  candles,  the  proper  seat¬ 
ing  of  the  mothers,  the  special  music,  the  wed¬ 
ding  processional,  and  the  taking  of  the  vows. 

The  Wedding 

In  administering  the  Service,  the  minister 
may  wish  to  conduct  from  memory,  but  even 
so  he  holds  the  Ritual  in  his  hand.  He  will  look 
at  the  proper  persons  as  the  Service  and  its 
meaning  indicate.  His  voice  will  be  clearly 
understand  throughout  by  all  who  have  come 
as  witnesses,  but  he  will  speak  more  intimately 
to  the  couple  when  the  words  are  addressed  to 
them  chiefly.  He  will  read  unhurriedly  and 
meaningfully.  The  prayer  should  be  prayed  and 
not  “read.”  Some  couples  prefer  to  memorize 
their  vows  and  responses.  Some  even  adapt  the 
basic  Service  to  their  particular  and  peculiar 
experiences  and  desires,  but  most  couples  will 
do  well  to  find  the  fullness  of  meaning  in  the 
long-used  and  traditional  phrases  of  the  Service 
as  given  in  the  Ritual.  The  gift  of  a  Church 
marriage  certificate  with  the  names  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  signed  into  the  one  actually  used  in 
the  Service  is  often  made  by  the  minister. 

Many  ministers  make  sure  that  no  alcoholic 
beverages  will  be  used  either  at  the  rehearsal 
dinner  or  the  wedding  reception,  else  they  will 
not  agree  to  administer  the  vows.  Some  will 
dodge  this  issue  by  not  attending  these  affairs. 
Others  will  attend  but  “take  nothing”  and  “say 
nothing”.  This  is  a  time  when  one’s  witness  can 
be  made  against  the  possible  deleterious  effects 
of  “drinking”  not  only  on  the  wedding  night  or 
the  honeymoon  but  on  the  whole  marriage  and 
home  relationship.  Encourage  the  use  of  church 
facilities  for  receptions  and  you  extend  the  min¬ 
istries  of  the  Church  and,  at  the  same  time,  you 
bear  witness  against  undesirable  practices. 

That  the  marriage  be  incomplete  accord  with 
the  Christian  spirit,  principles,  and  practices  is 
tremendously  important  for  the  couple.  It  is 
the  minister’s  responsibility  to  see  that  this  is 
realized.  The  family  is  not  only  a  sociological 
unit,  or  an  economic  unit,  it  is  a  religious  unit. 

The  Minister  and  The  New  Family 

If  Marriage  has  been  in  the  faith  relationship 
of  the  Church,  then  it  would  seem  that  a  rela¬ 
tionship  has  been  affirmed  which  must  be  sus¬ 
tained  through  the  offices  of  the  Church  and  its 
ministry.  There  will  be  ample  need  for  the 
services  of  a  minister  after  the  wedding  if  his 
contact  with  a  couple  has  been  good  and  his 
guidance  helpful.  Many  marriages  go  on  the 
rocks  because  of  sheer  trifles,  rather  than  some 
serious  sin  on  the  part  of  either  person.  The 
family  budget  and  other  such  disciplines  offer 
likely  areas  for  difficulties'  to  develop.  These 
and  many  other  concerns  call  for  the  support 
which  only  the  Church  can  adequately  provide; 
namely,  spiritual  sustenance  that  keeps  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  home  reaching  out  in  affectional  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  shared  experiences  of  life.. 

There  are  the  great  moments  of  joy,  like  the 
birth  of  children,  as  well  as  moments  of  deep 
sorrow,  which  make  possible  the  continued  serv¬ 
ices  of  the  minister  as  a  kind  of  “spiritual  physi¬ 
cian,”  helping  “those  whom  God  hath  joined  to¬ 
gether”  to  come  to  see  their  lives  through  the 
eyes  of  faith  in  Him.  The  minister  stands  con¬ 
stantly  beside  these  who  have  become  one  at 
the  altar  of  faith,  to  remind  them  that  God  is 
able  in  any  situation  to  uphold  those  who  trust 
in  Him.  Through  the  continued  witness  of  the 
Church  and  its  ministry  homes  so  established 
can  come  to  the  confidence  that  God  is  forever 
with  them  and  is  sufficient  to  their  every  need. 
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Editorial 

Remember  ^ he  (Children 

TWICE  each  year  Louisiana  Methodists  remember  with  their 
love  and  gifts  homeless  children  who  have  been  committed 
to  the  church  for  care  and  keeping.  In  the  fall  of  the  year, 
Harvest  Day  offerings  provide  for  this  ministry  for  half  of  the 
year  and  offerings  received  on  Easter  Sunday  in  Methodist  Church¬ 
es  in  Louisiana  are  dedicated  to  this  worthy  purpose  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year. 

No  church  institution  receives  as  much  support  of  the  church’s 
membership  as  the  Children’s  Home  in  Huston  and  that  it  as  it 
should  be.  These  children  are  they  who  above  all  are  the  least 
responsible  for  circumstances  which  make  it  necessary  that 
society  make  provision  for  them.  These  provisions  Methodism  in 
Louisiana  is  making  in  a  wonderful  way,  and  this  ministry  must 
be  continued  on  the  high  level  on  which  it  operates.  Your  generous 
offerings  will  continue  this  ministry. 

*\Kope  becomes  Reality 

ACCORDING  to  the  Gospel  accounts  there  is  little  doubt  as  to 
the  sense  of  dismay,  discouragement  and  defeat  which  Jesus’ 
disciples  and  followers  experienced  during  the  last  few  days 
of  Jesus’  life.  For  three  years  they  had  been  His  close  associates, 
and  He  had  shared  with  them  the  secrets  of  the  Kingdom  of  right¬ 
eousness.  He  was  their  trusted  leader,  and  until  He  was  taken 
from  them  they  had  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fulfillment  of  the 
abundant  life  of  which  He  preached  and  taught.  The  chances  are 
that  if  any  one  of  them  had  been  questioned  soon  after  Jesus’  death 
as  to  what  was  their  highest  and  fondest  hope,  the  answer  would 
have  been  that  Jesus  be  restored  to  them  as  their  leader. 

That  hope  was  fulfilled  on  that  first  Easter  morning,  and  be¬ 
fore  many  days  had  past,  a_large  number  of  Jesus’  followers  were 
personally  aware  of  the  reality  of  His  resurrection.  The  fact  of  the 
resurrection  itself  fanned  into  flames  the  spark  of  hope  that  was 
all  but  dormant  until  then  in  Jesus’  followers.  If  Easter  mean  any¬ 
thing  at  all  it  validates  the  highest  hopes  of  Christian  believers. 

A  search  through  several  Biblical  concordances  seems  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  word  “hope”  itself  does  not  appear  in  the  King 
James  translation  of  the  four  gospels,  but  there  are  dozens  of  uses 
of  the  word  “hope”  in  the  remainder  of  the  New  Testament.  That 
in  itself  may  not  be  of  unusual  significance  except  that  it  may  sug¬ 
gest  how  the  experience  of  “hope”  came  to  have  more  meaning 
after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  than  before.  Before  Jesus’  death 
and  resurrection,  hope  in  its  finest  sense  was  in  the  classification 
of  wishful  thinking  and  dreams.  Following  the  resurrection  hope 
became  one  of  the  chief  cornerstones  of  the  Christian  faith.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  resurrection  we  know  that  within  the  experience  of 
hope  abides  the  belief  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  righteousness 
over  evil. 

The  world  today  needs  this  reminder  which  Easter  1956  brings 
— man’s  highest  hopes  can  be  realized  through  Christ.  Christians 
need  this  message  of  Easter  just  as  Jesus’  disciples  needed  the  re¬ 
assurance  of  the  first"Easter.  Non-believers  need  the  message  that 
their  highest  hopes  of  goodness,  righteousness,  freedom  and  peace 
are  valid  hopes,  if  they  are  sought  through  Christ,  who  alone  can 
validate  man’s  highest  hopes. 

c Another  "Scientific  Qertainty ” 

5 Becomes  Uncertain 

AMONG  leading  scientists  the  Darwenian  Theory,  that  man  is 
a  decendent  of  an  ape-man  or  man-ape,  has  long  been  ac¬ 
cepted  as  an  established  fact.  Formerly  the  earliest  known 
fossil  remains  of  creatures  said  to  be  true  men  were  supposed  to 
something  like  200,000  years  old. 

Now  comes  Dr.  Johannes  Hurzler,  after  23  years  of  studying 
fossils  found  in  northern  Italy  in  1872,  to  say'that  they  are  human 
bones  and  that  man  was  well  along  in  development  as  a  man 
10,000,000  years  ago,  and  that  there  is  possibly  no  connection  be- 
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tween  man  and  apes  in  either  ancient  or  modern  times. 

Dr.  Hurzler’s  report  was  heard  by  a  group  of  scientists,  at  the 
Wenner-Gren  Foundation,  who  accepted  his  report  on  facts  that 
could  be  disproved  only  by  the  discovery  of  other  fossil  materials 
that  might  disprove  his  hypothesis. 

About  the  only  certain  thing  to  be  found  in  these  studies  of  our 
ancient  ancestry,  is  the  uncertainty  they  create  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  think  they  know  most  about  it. 

Russian  Propaganda  Coops  ^he  Coop 

THE  act  of  “looping  the  loop,”  whether  in  the  air  or  on  the 
ground,  has  never  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  interest  and  even 
surprise  to  onlookers  since  the  feat  has  the  appearance  of 
defying  the  law  of  gravitation.  In  something  of  the  same  sense 
the  acrobatic  antics  of  Russian  propaganda  repeatedly  seem  to  defy 
common  credulity  and  diplomatic  decency  in  an  'amazing  as  well 
as  dangerous  manner. 

Since  Russia  is  a  dictatorship,  whether  ruled  by  one  man  or  a 
small  clique,  its  policies  and  propaganda  machine,  nation-wide  and 
world-wide,  may  be  changed  almost  as  easily  and  quickly  as  one 
turns  on  or  off  the  water  faucet.  This  sudden  switch  has  happened 
again  and  again  with  the  emergence  of  new  personalities  or  new 
world  situations. 

Surprising  as  many  of  these  sudden  changes  in  Russia’s  propa¬ 
ganda  “line”  have  been,  none  has  been  more  surprising  or  more 
radical  in  nature  than  the  recent  switch  made  by  present  leaders 
in  Russia  in  their  attitude  toward  Stalin,  their  -former  hero. 

The  world  well  knows  that  Stalin  climbed  to  absolute  power 
in  Russia  along  a  route  made  sodden  and  soggy  with  the  blood  of 
purged  leaders  and  peasant  revolutionists.  Having  finally  arrived 
at  his  zenith  of  power,  he  was  acclaimed,  not  only  as  the  great  lead¬ 
er  and  saviour  of  Russia  but  was  the  object  of  hero  worship  as 
though  he  were  a  god. 

Present  leaders  of  Russia  were  Stalin’s  closest  friends,  advisors 
and  aids  as  he  climbed  to  his  peak  of  power.  They  bowed  before  J 
him  in  humble  obeisance  as  a  great  leader  and  were  his  willing 
tools  in  the  “reign  of  terror”. 

While  the  Free  World  knows  that  the  terrible  things  these 
present  leaders  say  about  their  former  hero  only  begin  to  picture 
the  full  treachery,  tyranny  and  inhumanity  of  the  man  Stalin,  if 
should  not  be  deceived  into  thinking  that  these  former  cohorts  of 
Stalin  are  any  different  in  his  death  than  they  were  v/hen  they 
praised  him  while  he  lived. 

Stalin  has  been  praised  and  defied  so  long  that  it  is  barely 
possible  that  present  leaders  of  Russia  may  destroy  themselves  in 
their  attempt  to  destroy  the  Stalin  myth. 
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a  rife  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Stockman 

PALM  SUNDAY 

As  a  boy  of  ten  I  was  taken  to  see  Niagara  Falls.  Almost  every  year 
since  that  time,  I  have  tried  to  find  some  excuse  to  visit  that  mighty 
cataract.  The  majesty  of  the  spectacle,  the  fairy  lightness  of  the  rising 
mists,  the  deep  undertone  of  its  ceaseless  roar — all  these  possess  a  perennial 
appeal.  But  I  must  confess  that  the  towers  of  Manhattan 
have  tended  to  dwarf  for  me  the  height  of  Niagara. 

As  a  lad  I  read  the  Biblical  accounts  of  Jerusalem 
the  Holy  City,  with  its  gates,  its  temple,  its  splendor. 
In  my  youthful  imagination  the  city  of  David  and  Solo¬ 
mon  took  on  magnificent  proportions.  Later  in  life  I 
visited  Jerusalem.  And  the  contrast  between  its  build¬ 
ings  and  the  soaring  structures  of  American  cities  left 
the  temple  .area  looking  little  and  the  Street  of  David 
rather  tawdry. 

Who  has  not  formed  in  his  mind  a  picture  of  the 
triumphal  entry  on  that  first  Palm  Sunday?  And  yet 
ipare  the  company  which  followed  Jesus  with  the  tri¬ 
umphal  parades  accorded  our  heroes  returned  from  the  last  war,  the 
Jerusalem  spectacle  would  suffer  by  contrast. 

We  Americans  have  developed  a  massive  production  which  is  in  danger 
of  dwarfing  the  wonders  of  nature  and  of  the  spirit.  Bigness  of  scale  may 
blind  us  to  greatness  of  quality.  We  must  remember  that  the  size  and  cost 
of  the  gilded  frame  do  not  prove  the  painting  to  be  a  masterpiece. 

On  this  Palm  Sunday  let  us  turn  from  skyscrapers  and  America’s 
triumphal  parades  to  a  Man  girded  with  a  towel  and  holding  a  basin  in 
His  hand.  It  is  in  a  little  upper  room  on  a  side  street.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  physical  setting  to  suggest  significance.  It  is  the  Passover  Season, 
and  Jewish  households  had  followed  the  custom  of  eating  the  Passover  as 
families.  A  Galilean  carpenter  has  come  up  to  Jerusalem.  He  has  no 
family,  but  He  has  a  little  company  of  followers  whom,  on  this  occasion. 
He  treats  as  His  family.  There  are  12  of  them  at  table.  Jesus,  rising  from 
table,  took  a  towel  and  basin  and  began  to  wash  His  disciples’  feet.  When 


had  finished,  He  sat  down  and  said,  “Know  ye  what  I  have  done  unto 
you?  Ye  call  me  Master  and  Lord,  and  ye  say  well,  for  so  I  am.” 

A  Historic  Divider 

The  Jesus  who  said  that  is  the  Figure  who  has  split  history  into  before 
and  after.  If  we  had  been  there  that  night,  could  we  have  believed  that 
the  Man  who  had  been  washing  the  feet  of  those  12  humble  men  would 
some  day  outshine  Caesar  who  scorned  Him  as  a  peasant,  beneath  even  the 
dignity  of  a  fair  trial;  that  this  Carpenter  would  make  those  fishermen 
comrades  of  His  immortal  so  that  uncounted  churches  would  be  built  in 
their  names;  that  the  cross  on  which  He  was  to  hang  the  next  day  would 
be  built  in  their  names;  that  the  cross  on  which  He  was  to  hang  the  next 
day  would  be  transformed  by  Him  from  the  ugliest  of  tortures  to  the 
loveliest  of  decorations;  that  His  name,  as  Emerson  would  say  centuries 
later,  “is  not  so  much  written  as  ploughed  into  the  history  of  the  world,” 
and  the  ploughing  of  His  name  and  spirit  into  the  world  would  so  fertilize 
the  minds  of  men  with  hope  and  truth,  with  purpose  and  service,  that  the 
world’s  wilderness  and  waste  places  would  blossom  with  democracies  like 
Canada  and  America. 

Does  that  figure  of  Jesus  with  a  towel  washing  His  disciples’  feet  in 
a  little  room  on  a  back  street  of  a  provincial  town  look  small  and  insignifi¬ 
cant  to  you?  Well,  just  remember  this,  that  if  He  had  not  been  there,  we 
would  not  be  here.  In  Him  was  a  greatness  which  dwarfs  our  skyscrapers 
and  a  power  which  rivals  the  atom.  Aye,  in  Him  is  a  power  without  which 
our  skyscrapers  will  prove  another  Babylon  headed  for  oblivion  and  the 
hydrogen  bomb,  a  shortcut  to  suicide. 

Raymond  Fosdick,  who  headed  the  giant  Rockefeller  Foundation,  told 
of  a  big  rock  in  the  backyard  of  his  country  place.  Through  the  years 
some  soil  collected  in  a  crevice  of  the  stone.  After  a  time  a  seed  was  blown 
on  that  soil  and  it  took  root.  The  years  passed  and  the  roots  of  that  tiny 
seed  split  the  massive  rock.  Why?  Because  life  was  in  that  seed,  and  the 
power  of  the  universe  was  behind  it. 

So  with  the  King  who  came  into  Jerusalem  nineteen  centuries  ago. 
As  the  Scripture  says,  “In  him  was  life  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.” 
In  His  life  were  the  ultimate  values  of  beauty,  truth  and  goodness,  faith, 
hope  and  love.  The  universe  is  behind  these  values  and  their  force 
eventually  cracks  all  opposition. 
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Lay  Leader 
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THE  COMPLETENESS  OF  CHRIST 


The  last  words  that  the  Master  said  in  His 
human  existence  have  had  a  tragic  note  of  in¬ 
completeness  at  times.  Therefore  at  Easter  we 
might  do  well  to  study  them  in  their  relation  to 
His  total  earthly  ministry.  What  do  the  last 
words,  “It  is  finished”,  mean  for  us  when  we 
study  the  life  and  deeds  of  Jesus?  Was  He  gasp¬ 
ing  them  as  a  final  realization  of  His  release  from 
pain  and  embarrassment?  Was  He  admitting  His 
failure  to  accomplish  the  ends  that  His  Heavenly 
Father  had  set  out  for  Him?  What  did  He  mean 
by  these  simple  words  which  He  said  just  before 
His  spirit  went  back  to  God?  Certainly  no  human 
has  a  true  answer  to  these  questions,  but  we  are 
able  to  make  some  assumptions  with  regard  to 
God’s  plans  for  Jesus’  life  and  deeds  while  on 
this  earth. 

Jesus  was  a  man  of  completeness  in  deed  as 
well  as  in  life.  There  was  no  half-way  mark  with 
Him  ...  no  half-hearted  approach  to  any  task 
or  problem.  Healing  the  sick  must  have  been  a 
tremendous  emotional  strain  on  Him,  but  He 
always  finished  the  job.  There  was  no  record  of 
the  blind  man  receiving  a  white  cane  to  help 
him.  The  blind  man  received  sight;  as  good  as 
that  of  anyone  else.  The  lepers  were  not  given 
a  “treatment”  that  halted  the  disease  and  left 
them  pitifully  crippled.  They  were  healed  of  the 
disease  and  then  the  cripple  limbs  were  made 
new.  The  persons  found  in  the  act  of  committing 
sins  were  not  just  scolded  and  sent  away.  If  they 
asked  for  forgiveness,  they  were  given  a  whole 
new  start.  The  five  thousand  who  were  hungry 
were  not  given  credit  at  the  supermarkets.  They 
were  fed  where  Jesus  found  them.  They  even 
had  more  than  they  could  eat. 

His  teachings  were  the  same  way.  We  hear 
Him  telling  the  crowd  on  the  mountainside,  “You 
have  heard  it  said  .  .  .  but  I  tell  you.”  .  .  .  “The 
Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  .  .  .”  “Go 
your  way.  Your  faith  has  made  you  well.”  Time 
and  again  we  read  the  words  of  the  Master,  but 
never  a  word  do  we  hear  that  is  not  definite  and 
[  clear.  Jesus  certainly  knew  how  to  speak  straight 
Hom  the  shoulder  to  the  self-righteous  Pharisee, 
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DO  YOU  LIVE  O.T.  CHRISTIANITY? 

We  are  told  that  in  the  so-called  “Dead  Sea 
Scrolls”  —  ancient  parchment  manuscripts  of 
near-biblical  writings  discovered  in  caves  in 
Palestine  a  few  years  ago  —  there  appears  a 
“teacher  of  righteousness”  whose  philosophy  may 
have  influenced  Jesus.  This  otherwise  unknown 
teacher  apparently  lived  100  to  200  years  before 
Jesus;  some  of  his  sayings  and  practices  seem 
akin  to  late  Old  Testament  points  of  view.  Some 
scholars  would  write  him  as  a  “forerunner”  or 
example  for  Jesus — an  earlier  John  the  Baptist; 
others  regard  him  as  one  link  in  the  chain  be¬ 
tween  the  old  prophets  and  the  Teacher  Jesus. 

Still  others  insist,  however,  that  this  “teacher 
of  righteousness,”  insofar  as  present  deciphering 
of  the  manuscripts  indicates,  had  little  to  teach 
Jesus.  While  Jesus  portrayed  a  God  of  love,  a 
Father  of  both  good  and  wandering  sons,  and 
urged  men  to  love  their  enemies,  and  do  good  in 
recompense  for  evil,  this  earlier  teacher  pictured 
a  God  of  wrath  who  venged  himself  upon  his 
enemies,  a  God  to  whom  one  prayed  for  the 
annihilation  of  one’s  opponents,  a  God  whose 
hatred  could  be  called  down  upon  men  not  of 
his  fold. 

The  God  of  this  teacher  of  righteousness  was 


and  straight  from  the  heart  to  Zacchaeus. 

After  thinking  along  this  line,  then,  we 
might  come  to  a  new  understanding  of  His  last 
words  from  the  cross.  As  He  hung  there,  some 
of  His  followers  had  run  away  in  fright.  Others 
wept  helplessly,  thinking  that  this  was  the  end 
of  a  wonderful  young  man’s  life.  But  above  all 
this,  we  hear  Jesus  say  in  a  half-whisper,  “It  is 
finished.”  At  that  moment  the  final  act  of  God’s 
plan  for  salvation  was  done.  Jesus  had  gone 
through  with  it  to  the  terrible  and  painful  end. 
It  was  certainly  finished  now.  Every  human  un¬ 
til  the  end  of  time  could  look  to  Him  and  receive 
forgiveness  for  his  sins.  God  had  completed  the 
last  and  greatest  covenant  with  man.  It  included 
even  me.  It  included  you.  The  completeness  of 
Jesus  was  gloriously  shown  when  He  sealed  the 
contract  with  His  own  blood.  Even  today  it  is 
not  history.  It  is  the  ever-wonderful  present 
that  Jesus  means  when  He  says  even  today,  “It 
is  finished.” 


more  nearly  akin  to  the  God  of  the  David  who 
wrote  psalms  of  hate  or  of  vengeance  than  to  the 
God  of"Jesus  or  even  to  the  God  of  David  in  his 
moments  of  highest  spiritual  insight.  Indeed,  the 
teacher  belongs  in  the  setting  of  Old  Testament 
theology  and  ideology  rather  than  in  that  of  the 
New  Testament.  Apparently  he  was  not  the  in- 
spirer  of  Jesus. 

Let'  us^be  honest,  however,  and  admit  (or 
confess)  that  in  many  areas  of  life  we  of  our  day 
have  not  graduated  into  the  New  Testament.  We 
give  a  lip  service  and  perhaps  a  wistful  look  to 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  in  the  N.T.,  but  we  pattern 
our  lives  after  the  teachings  (or  acts)  of  the  Old. 
Our  mores  are  those  of  King  David  more  often 
than  those  of  the  Poet  David,  those  of  the  war¬ 
rior-kings  of  the  O.T.  rather  than  of  Jesus  (“but 
I  say  unto  you”)  and  his  followers  who  per¬ 
formed  the  Acts  and  wrote  living  Epistles.  Even 
the  latter  O.T.  prophets  were  often  more  in 
harmony  with  Jesus’  teachings  than  are  many  of 
his  name-using  followers  today. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  many  of  the 
so-called  “Christian  generals” — not  only  in  China 
but  in  America  and  Europe  as  well — are  “O.T. 
Christians,”  if  such  a  contradiction  of  terms  be 
permitted.  They  bear  the  name  Christian,  they 
hear  and  may  even  proclaim  the  teachings  of 
Jesus,  but  they  live  the  un-Christlike  ways  of 
O.T.  worthies.  The  realistic  biographer  of  a 
near-contemporary  general  tells  of  his  subject’s 
rigorous  bringing-up  in  a  zealously  religious 
family  where  his  diet  was  “porridge  and  the  Old 
Testament.”  His  “Christianity”  was  more  that 
of  Oliver  Cromwell  than  of  Jesus  Christ. 

But  I  do  not  want  to  infer  that  “O.T.  Chris¬ 
tianity”  .is  the  peculiar  philosophy  or  religious 
expression  of  generals  only.  It  is  quite  rampant, 
quite  the  basic  ingredient,  in  the  civilization  we 
so  easily  designate  “Christian.”  We  are  all  caught 
up  Jn  the  same  strange  contradiction:  the  religion 
of  Jesus  is  our  belief  and  guide  and  star,  we 
earnestly  maintain;  the  religion  of  mastery,  com¬ 
petition  and  vengeance  (the  jungle  religion)  is 
the  faith  we  practice  in  many  areas  of  life. 

In  the  O.T.,  men  killed  wantonly,  they  joyed 
at  the  ruin  of  their  enemies,  they  roused  hatred 
for  “foreigners,”  they  “appropriated”  God  to 
themselves,  they  slew  their  neighbors  and  de¬ 
spoiled  their  cities. 

In  the  N.T.,  Jesus  taught  the  value  of  human 
life  and  personality;  he  urged  neighborliness  and 
peace  and  brotherhood;  he  proclaimed  a  loving 
Father  of  all,  concerned  for  man’s  welfare;  he 
healed;  he  urged  forgiveness  to  70  times  seven; 
he  blessed  the  children;  he  wept  for  the  city. 

Look  at  your  neighborhood  and  out  across 
the  world.  Read  today’s  paper  ...  Is  mankind 
living  and  doing  by  O.T.  or  N.T.  standards? 
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CONFERENCE  NOTES 

Dr.  Eller  Completes  Series 

Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  of  Fayette, 
Missouri,  completed  a  series  of 
three  three-day  training  schools 
during  the  past  two  weeks,  teaching 
at  Sulphur  Springs,  Berryville,  and 
Harrison.  He  offered  the  course  on 
The  New  Testament  in  the  Life  of 
Today  at  Sulphur  Springs;  and  the 
Life  of  Jesus  in  the  other  two 
schools. 

The  Berryville  school  had  an  ad¬ 
ditional  course  on  The  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  taught  by  Miss 
Sue  Osment  of  Conway  . 

Dr.  Eller  is  to  return  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  for  four  weeks 
in  August. 


Coaching  Conference 

A  coaching  conference,  using  the 
course  on  The  Life  of  Jesus,  is  be¬ 
ing  planned  for  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  to  be  held  at  Conway 
on  Thursday  and  Friday,  April  19 
and  20.  Invitations  have 'been  ex¬ 
tended  to  persons  who  are  to  serve 
in  the  Conference  Youth  Assembly, 
as  instructors,  and  to  additional 
persons  who  are  interested  in  pre¬ 
paring  to  teach  the  courses  on  The 
Life  of  Jesus. 

This  will  be  the  third  coaching 
conference  unit  offered  this  confer¬ 
ence  year  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference:  the  course  on  The 
Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolution¬ 
ary  World,  and  the  course  on  The 
Meaning  of  Methodism,  were  offer¬ 
ed  in  the  conference  year.  This  has 
been  the  best  year  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference  has  ever  had  in 
new  certifications  for  training  un¬ 
its,  a  total  of  more  than  130  certifi¬ 
cations,  counting  both  First  and 
Second  Series  certifications,  have 
cleared  this  conference  yeaY.  The 
number  will  probably  go  beyond 
150  for  the  year. 


Reports  on  Children's  Workers' 
Conference 

We  continue  to  receive  enthusias¬ 
tic  reports  concerning  the  interest 
expressed  by  those  who  attended 
the  Children’s  Workers’  Conference 
in  Fort  Smith.  The  following  is  a 
statement  coming  from  one  church 
concerning  the  report  of  the  worker 
from  that  church:  “I  have  never 
seen  two  more  enthusiastic  women 
than  Frances  Jackson  and  Frances 
Warren  on  their  return  from  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Workers’  Conference  in  Fort 
Smith.  They  were  absolutely  just 
bubbling  over  about  the  school  and 
the  wonderful  inspiration  that  they 
brought  away  with  them.  They  gave 
a  report  to  our  Workers’  Confer¬ 
ence  this  past  Tuesday  which  was 
really  wonderful  in  itself.  Only 
wish  some  more  of  our  church 
school  workers  could  have  gone.” 


Three  additional  persons  have 
been  certified  for  the  course  on  The 
Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolution¬ 
ary  World:  Miss  Mary  Chaffin; 
Rev.  Floyd  G.  Villines,  Jr.;  Rev. 
Harold  Spence.  These  make  a  total 
of  forty-six  persons  certified  for 
this  course. 


The  1957  Children’s  Workers’ 


VACATION  CHtfRCH 
SCHOOL  WORKSHOPS  IN 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Workshops  for  Vacation  Church 
Schools  will  be  held  as  follows: 

Oakdale  Methodist  Church,  Oak¬ 
dale,  April  11,  10:00  a.m. — 12:00 
noon. 

First  Methodist  Church,  Pineville, 
April  12,  7:00 — 9:00  p.m. 

Montgomery  Methodist  Church, 
Montgomery,  April  13,  10:00  a.m. — 
12:00  noon. 

The  theme  for  the  institutes  is 
“The  Bible”.  Books  will  NOT  be  on 
sale  at  the  workshops.  Please  order 
your  textbooks  immediately  and 
bring  them  with  you. 

The  following  team  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  has  made  advance  preparation 
to  lead  these  groups: 

Directors  of  Schools,  Mrs.  T.  E. 
Cranford. 

Intermediates:  Book  of  the  Ages, 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Lynch. 

Juniors:  Learning  to  Know  the 
Old  Testament,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Richard¬ 
son. 

Primaries:  Our  Bible,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Edwards. 

Kindergarten:  Stories  About  Je¬ 
sus,  Mrs.  John  Davis. 

Nursery  workers  will  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  workshop  on  “Teaching  the 
Nursery  Class,”  led  by  Mrs.  Jack 
Daniels.  The  Nursery  is  NOT  in¬ 
cluded  in  Vacation  Church  Schools, 
but  Mrs.  Daniels  will  offer  help  to 
meet  situation  which  arise  in  Sun¬ 
day  morning  sessions  of  the  Church 
School.  Also  if  a  Nursery  is  a  must 
in  your  Vacation  Church  School  (i. 
e.  if  you  have  two  or  three  Nursery 
age  children  to  be  cared  for  and 
must  have  an  attendant)  let’s  make 
it  a  learning  and  worthwhile  ex¬ 
perience  for  them. — Nelwyn  Ed¬ 
wards,  District  Director  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work. 


Conference  is  to  go  to  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Batesville,  as  that 
church  has  extended  an  invitation 
for  the  1957  session.  We  hope  that 
children’s  workers  will  begin  now 
to  make  their  plans  to  make  this 
even  a  greater  Children’s  Workers’ 
Conference  than  the  one  recently 
held. 


Vacation  Church  School  Institutes 

We  are  listing  below  the  places 
and  dates  for  vacation  church  school 
institutes  as  they  have  been  report¬ 
ed  to  us  to  date: 

Paragould  District:  Pocahontas, 
10:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.,  April  5. 

Jonesboro  District:  Monette,  10:00 
a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.,  April  10. 

Fayetteville  District:  Bentonville, 
April  10  and  Berryville,  April  11, 
10:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  at  each  place. 

Batesville  District:  Cotter,  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Tuckerman,  April  10,  11, 
and  12,  10:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  at 
each  place. 


OLDER  ADULT  CAMP  FOR 
BATON  ROUGE  AND 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICTS 

The  1956  Older  Adult  Camp  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans 
Districts  will  be  held  at  the  Sea¬ 
shore  Camp  Grounds,  Biloxi,  Miss., 
beginning  with  supper  Tuesday 
(Continued  on  page  7) 


"Shine  forth ,  and  let  the  darkling 
past 

Beneath  thy  beam  grow  bright; 
Shine  forth  and  touch  the  future 
vast 

With  Thine  untroubled  light.” 

Thus  wrote  Dr.  Washington  Glad¬ 
den  in  a  hymn  about  the  Bible. 
However,  the  Bible  will  not  make 
the  “darkling  past”  bright  nor  touch 
the  “future  vast”  with  God’s  “un¬ 
troubled  light”  unless  people  read 
it. 

For  this  reason  the  Department 
of  Christian  Education  of  Adults, 
General  Board  of  Education,  is 
sponsoring  a  project  to  promote 
the  reading  of  the  Bible  by  adults, 
according  to  Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  department.  It  is  called 
Bible  Readers’  Service  and  will 
soon  be  available  to  all  Methodists. 

The  books  to  be  selected  and  read 
are  not  books  about  the  Bible — they 
are  the  books  of  the  Bible  them¬ 
selves.  The  plan  involves  the  read¬ 
ing  and  study  of  one  book  of  the 
Bible  a  month. 

In  order  to  make  the  reading  of 
the  books  of  the  Bible  more  inter¬ 
esting  and  better  understood,  the 
Adult  Department  is  preparing  a 
series  of  Reader’s  Guides,  one  for 
each  book.  These  guides  will  com¬ 
pose  the  Bible  Readers’  Service  a- 
long  with  the  books  of  the  Bible. 
They  are  intended  to  highlight  the 
message  and  relevance  of  the  Bible 
for  men  today.  Each  guide  is  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  Bible  Scholar,  in  his  own 
style  but  in  language  that  laymen 
can  understand  and  enjoy. 

“The  guides  may  be  adapted  to 
.any  local  church  program,”  said 


SEMINAR  FOR 
WORKERS  WITH 
PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

A  seminar  for  workers  with  pre¬ 
school  children  in  church-sponsor¬ 
ed  t  h  r  o  u  g  h-the-week  nursery 
schools  and  kindergartens  will  be 
held  at  Scarritt  College,  June  11 — 
July  13,  1956,  it  has  been  announced 
by  the  Department  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  of  Children,  General  Board 
of  Education. 

Sponsored  by  Scarritt  College  and 
the  Division  of  the  Local  Church 
and  the  Editorial  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education,  the 
seminar  is  for  directors,  teachers, 
and  others  interested  in  this  type 
service.  The  program  will  consist  of 
directed  study  in  the  organization 
and  administration  of  these  schools, 
as  well  as  the  study  of  child  devel¬ 
opment,  curriculum  and  the  home- 
church  relationships  involved. 

Special  features  will  include  a 
two-week  laboratory  experience 
with  pre-school  children  in  a  local 
church  situation,  and  special  in¬ 
struction  under  nationally  recogniz¬ 
ed  authorities. 

Six-hours’  credit  is  offered  by 
Scarritt  College  to  persons  that 
meet  the  requirement  for  entrance 
and  completion  of  the  course. 

For  further  information  write  to 
Dean  Henry  M.  Johnson,  Scarritt 
College  for  Christian  Workers, 
Nashville  5,  Tennessee, 


the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Cox  of  the  Adult 
Department  staff,  who  is  develop¬ 
ing  the  project.  “Every  pastor  will 
develop  the  use  of  the  guides  in  the 
way  that  will  be  most  helpful  to 
his  members.  The  Adult  Depart¬ 
ment  urges  that  their  use  be  di¬ 
rected  especially  to  enriching  the 
life  of  individuals  through  more 
meaningful  Bible  reading.” 

The  recommended  reading  order 
of  the  New  Testament  books  is: 
Mark,  Matthew,  John,  Luke,  Acts, 
I  and  II  Thessalonians,  I  Corinthi¬ 
ans,  II  Corinthians,  Galatians,  Ro¬ 
mans,  Philemon  and  Philippians, 
_  Colossians  and  Ephesians,  Hebrews, 
I  and  11  Timothy  and  Titus,  James 
and^.1  Peter,  I,  II  and  III  John,  II 
Peter  and  Jude,  Revelation. 

All  Methodist  ministers  will  be 
sent  a  free  copy  of  the  Guide  for 
the  Book  of  Mark  along  with  a 
brochure  describing  the  Bible 
“Book  of  the  Month”  project.  The 
brochure  contains  an  order  blank 
for  the  guide  on  Mark. 

A  free  leaflet,  Introduction  to 
Bible  Readers’  Service,  will  be 
available  with  the  guide.  One  of 
the  suggestions  for  making  Bible 
reading  more  helpful  and  interest¬ 
ing,  is  “to  read  with  an  awareness 
that  through  the  Bible  God  reveals 
to  you  his  way  of  redemption,” 

For  further  information  about  the 
Bible  “Book  of  the  Month”  write  to 
the  Department  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Adults,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 


AN  APPRECIATION 

(Written  at  the  Children’s  Work¬ 
ers  Conference,  ‘held  in  First 
Church,  Ft.  Smith,  March  6-8.) 

The  District  Directors  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  want  to 
express  their  appreciation  to  the 
many  people  who  have  had  a  part 
in  this  Children’s  Workers’  Confer¬ 
ence. 

We  want  to  say  thank  you  to  our 
wonderful  faculty,  Mrs.  Newton, 
Mrs.  Detterick,  Miss  Calhoun  and 
Mrs.  Hubbard.  To  Mrs.  Goddard, 
who  has  inspired  us  beyond  words 
as  we  have  worshipped  together 
and  as  we  have  had  the  Bible  inter¬ 
preted  to  us  in  a  most  practical  way- 

We  appreciated  the  hospitality  of 
the  members  of  First  Methodist 
Church  and  Goddard  Memorial 
Church.  The  ways  they  have  opened 
their  homes  to  us;  the  delicious 
meals  the  churches  have  served  us; 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Roebuck  for  their 
warm  hospitality;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Goodloe  for  their  cooperation;  Br¬ 
and  Mrs.  Brumley  who  are  always 
at  our  command  and  ready  ,to  help 
us. 

For  the  hours  spent  by  Miss  Anna 
Rose  Miller  and  Mrs.  Frances  Win¬ 
ters  who  began  over  a  year  ago 
making  plans  for  making  this  a 
successful  conference. — District  D1* 
pectors  of  Children’s  Work,  North 
Arkansas  Conference. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Methodist  Weekly  to  Be  Replaced  By 
Family  Monthly 


Methodists  of  Southeast  Meet  To  Weigh 
General  Conference  Issues 


Chicago  (RNS)  —  The  Christian 
Advocate,  official  weekly  publica¬ 
tion  of  The  Methodist  Church  and 
one  of  the  oldest  religious  journals 
in  the  nation  Will  be  replaced  this 
fall  by  “a  new  and  strikingly  differ¬ 
ent”  family  monthly. 

This  announcement  was  made 
here  by  Lovick  Pierce  of  Nashville, 
Tenn., 

He  also  said  that  a  new  church 
paper  would  replace  The  Pastor,  a 
Methodist  journal  for  ministers  and 
lay  leaders. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  new  periodi¬ 
cals  will  reveal  the  best  in  modern 
craftmanship  and  in  graphic  arts. 
They  will  be  ‘‘informative,  inspira¬ 
tional  and  devotiorfal,”  he  added. 

Specific  information  as  to  their 
names,  the  kind  of  material  they 
will  carry,  and  general  plans  for 
circulating  them,  Mr.  Pierce  said, 
will  be  formally  announced  at  the 
Methodist  General  Conference  ses¬ 
sions  that  open  in  Minneapolis  April 
25. 

The 1  Christian  Advocate’s  regular 
editions  run  to  300,000  copies  of  32 
pages.  The  journal  was  founded  in 
New  York  by  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern  in  1826.  Its  first  issue,  a 
four-page  sheet  of  which  5,000  copies 
were  printed,  appeared  on  Sept.  9 
of  that  year.  It  was  circulated  by 
stage  coach  and  Methodist  circuit 
riders. 


Following  unification  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1939,  various 
sectional  issues  of  the  Advocate,  in¬ 
cluding  the  original  one  published 
in  New  York,  were  united  in  one 
publication  which  since  then  has 
been  published  in  Chicago. 

The  Pastor  has  been  in  existence 
for  19  years.  The  publication  which 
will  replace  it  will  be  in  pocket-size 
form. 


Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  Leaders  of 
delegations  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  to  the  General  Confer- 
ertce  of  The  Methodist  Church  held 
a  closed  session  here  to  discuss  is¬ 
sues  facing  them  next  month  when 
the  denomination’s  highest  policy¬ 
making  body  meets  in  Minneapolis. 

Eight  bishops  and  leaders  of  dele¬ 
gations  from  16  Methodist  South¬ 
eastern  Annual  Conferences  were 
present. 


Attributes  Revival  to  Broadening 
Christian  Influence 


Montreal,  Que. '(RNS)  —  The  cur¬ 
rent  religious  revival  in  America 
springs  from  the  broadening  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  church  in  scholarship 
and  practical  affairs  and  is  not  a 
reaction  to  materialism  or  merely 
the  result  of  evangelism,  Dr.  James 
A.  Pike,  dean  of  the  Cathedral  of 
St.  John  the  Divine,  New  York, 
said  here. 

Christianity  now  has  a  significant 
influence  in  university  and  intel¬ 
lectual  circles  where,  15  years  ago, 
it  had  practically  none,  he  said  in 
an  interview. 

The  churches’  increasing  interest 
in  practical  affairs  has  put  them  in- 
the  Vanguard  of  public  opinion,  he 
said,  so  that  they  have  begun  to 


American,  Russian  Churchmen  Discuss 
x  Peace  Views 


Moscow  (RNS)  —  In  an  historic 
meeting  here,  American  and  Soviet 
church  leaders  discussed  frankly 
their  different  positions  on  world 
peace. 

The  conversations  took~  place  at 
the  residence  of  Patriarch  Alexei 
of  Moscow.  Participants  were  a  nine 
man  deputation  of  churchmen  here 
for  a  ten-day  visit  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and 
Metropolitan  Nikolai  of  Krutitsky 
and  Kolomna,  second-ranking  offi¬ 
cial  of  the  Moscow  Patriarchate,  who 
acted  as  spokesman  for  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church.  K 

There  was’ no  hedging  on  contro¬ 
versial  issues.  The  Americans  re¬ 
iterated  their  rejection  of  the  So¬ 
viet  contention  that  the  Communist 
sponsored  World  Peace  Council,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  represented  all  genuinely 
peace-loving  forces. 

They  also  criticized  Russian  Orth¬ 
odox  Church  officials  for  espousing 
the  Soviet  Union’s  position  on  the 
Korean  War  and  spreading  false 
statements  that  U.  S.  churches  were 
controlled  by  millionaires  and  that 

Texas  Methodists  Agree  To 
Operate  Public  Hospital 

Palestine,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Leaders 
of  the  Texas  Methodist  Conference 
have  accepted  a  proposal  by  the 
City  of  Port  Arthur  under  which 
it  will  build  a  100-bed  hospital  for 
the  conference  to  operate. 

The  city  also  will  provide  $100,000 
as  an  operating  fund. 

The  offer  was  accepted  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  meeting  here  of  Bishop  A. 
Frank  Smith  and  his  cabinet. 

A  similar  offer  made  three  years 
ago  at  Tyler,  Tex.,  was  turned  down 
by  the  Methodists.  Experience  gain¬ 
ed  from  operation  of  the  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Houston’s  Texas  Medical 
Center  figured  in  the  acceptance 
of  the  Port  Arthur  offer, 


America  was  guilty  of  “germ  war¬ 
fare”  in  Korea. 

The  American  churchmen’s  state¬ 
ments  on  the  World  Peace  Council 
came  when  Metropolitan  Nikolai 
said  his  Church  carried  on  its  strug¬ 
gle  for  peace  through  the  Council. 
He  implied  that  he  could  not  see 
how  other  church  groups  could  work 
effectively  for  peace  outside  the 
Council. 

Irt  their  remarks,  the  visiting 
churchmen  said  American  church 
groups  could  hardly  be  expected  to 
join  the  Peace  Council  because  of 
the  “coincidence  of  its  program  with 
the  political  interests  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  its  bloc.” 


assume  the  leadership  in  thought 
once  exercised  exclusively  by  in¬ 
tellectuals. 

Dr.  Pike  was  in  Montreal  to  con¬ 
duct  Lenten  noonday  services  at 
Christ  Church  Cathedral. 

He  noted  that  practicing  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  United  States  have  in¬ 
creased  from  15  to  64  per  cent  of 
the  population  in  the  past  90  years, 
while  since  1940  the  rate'"' of  growth 
has  been  three  times  that  of  the 
previous  years. 

Dean  Pike  said  there  are  three 
major  dangers  inherent  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  revival. 

With  a  renewed  interest  in  “per¬ 
sonal  religion,”  he  said,  a  tenden¬ 
cy  has  grown  up  to  consider  God  as 
a  means  to  help  a  person  manage 
life  better,  “to  consider  God  as  a 
sort  of  errand  boy.” 

“The  true  God  is  to  be  adored  and 
served  —  not  used,”  he  said. 

The  second  danger  is  a  national 
extension  of  the  first  —  “to  use 
God  as  a  protection  against  Com¬ 
munism.”  Such  _a  concept,  he  said, 
is  quite  widespread  in  the  United 
States. 

The  third  danger,  the  dean  said, 
is  that  as  people  express  their  re¬ 
ligion  publicly  more  and  more,  they 
may  not  understand  that  they  are 
obligated  to  behave  in  accordance 
with  this  profession  of  belief. 


A  major  issue  confronting  the 
Southerners  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  meeting  will  be  possible 
changes  in  the  denomination’s  or¬ 
ganizational  structure  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  segregation  of  Negro 
churches.  These  churches  are  now 
grouped  together  in  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  regardless  of  their  geo¬ 
graphical  location. 

Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  the 
Atlanta  Area,  in  barring  the  press 
from  the  session  here,  said  it  was 
not  “a  caucus”  but  a  “family  chat” 
to  consider  the  “great  issues  and 
tasks”  facing  the  delegations. 

“The  meeting  is  not  a  subterfuge 
to  deal  with  the  race  question,”  he 
said. 

Delegates  said  outside  the  con¬ 
ference  room  they  expected  to  map 
plans  here  for  a  resolution  to  pre¬ 
sent  in  Minneapolis  seeking  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  integration  of  ra¬ 
cial  divisions  into  the  Church’s  ad¬ 
ministrative  system. 

Dr.  Nat  G.  Long,  superintendent 
of  the  Atlanta-East  District,  said  he 
expected  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  ask  for  a  “conservative  com¬ 
mission  of  Northern  and  Southern 
Methodists”  to  make  a-  four-year 
study  before  changing  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  structure. 


OLDER  ADULT  CAMP 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
evening  June  19  and  closing  with 
the  noon  meal  Friday,  June  22.  All 
who  have  been  campers  are  asked 
to  begin  now  to  advertise  this  date 
to  their  Sunday  School  classes  and 
announce  the  date  in  their  local 
church,  that  churches  in  the  two 
districts  will  know  early  the  date 
and  can  prepare  to  attend. 

At  a  later  date  announcement  of 
the  staff  and  daily  program  will  be 
given  in  the  Methodist,  and  camp 
information  and  program  will  be 
sent  out  as  soon  as  they  are  off  the 
press. — Van  Carter,  Dean,  Pride,  La. 


Reports  Nehru  Believes 
Communists  Can  Be  Converted 

Los  Angeles  (RNS)  —  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  said  here  he  had  been 
told  by  Prime  Minister  Nehru  of ' 
India  that  “the  Communist  world 
is  not  beyond  conversion  to  Christ.” 

Mr.  Graham  stopped  off  here  en- 
route  home  from  a  month’s  tour  of 
eight  Asian  countries. 

During  a  30-minute  private  in¬ 
terview  with  Mr.  Nehru,  the  evan¬ 
gelist  said,  the  Indian  leader  said 
he  thought  the  conversion  of  Russia 
possible  “if  directed  in  the  right 
way.”  Mr.  Nehru  added  that  “it 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  the 
people  there,”  Mr.  Graham  reported. 

The  evangelist  indicated  he  had 
received  an  invitation  to  preach  in 
Russia  next  year  but  had  not  yet 
decided  whether  to  accept. 

“I  might  go  under  proper  con¬ 
ditions,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Graham  said  he  had  found 
a  general  “resurgence  of  spiritual 
belief”  in  the  Far  East. 

India  exhibits  a  “hunger  for  the 
teachings  of  God  that  has  no  pre¬ 
cedent,”  he  said. 

“Many  Indian  leaders  I  spoke  to 
feel  that  the  nation’s  great  hope  is 
Christianity,”  he  added. 


Laymen  Write  The  Annual 
Lay  Witness  Number  of 

The  Upper  Room 


Here,  in  the  May-June  number  of  The  Upper  Room,  lay  men  and  women 
of  many  nations  bear  witness  to  their  faith.  The  result  is  one  of  the  most 
inspiring  numbers  of  this,  the  world’s  most  widely  used  book  of  daily 
devotions. 

A  recent,  independently-made,  religious  survey  shows  that, 
next  to  the  Sunday  worship  service  itself,  the  most  helpful 
worship  experience  is  daily  devotions.  Use  The  Upper  Room 
in  your  personal  and  in  your  family  devotions.  The  cost  is  so 
low  that  you  can  afford  to  provide  copies  for  your  loved  ones 
and  friends  as  well  as  for  the  members  of  your  family. 

Send  your  order  NO  IF  for  this  great  “Lay  IFitness  Number .”  Ten 
or  more  copies  to  one  address,  5  cents  per  copy,  postpaid.  Individual 
yearly  subscriptions,  50  cents,  two  years  $1.00.  Special  air  mail 
edition  for  service  men  and  youth,  same  price. 


TJie  world’s  most  widely  used  devotional  guide 
32  Editions— 28  Languages 
19DS  GRAND  AVENUE  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 
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REV.  ROBERT  CRICHLOW,  pastor  of  the 
Jennings  Methodist  Church,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Jennings  Rotary  Club. 

REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bastrop,  was  the  speaker  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Optimist  Club  of  Bastrop  on 
Monday,  March  5. 

REV.  GEORGE  YORK,  pastor  of  the  Lake- 
view  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of 
Haynesville  on  Thursday  evening,  March  22. 

THE  RECREATION  WORKSHOP  for  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Egan,  Oklahoma,  April  22-27,  according  to  an¬ 
nouncement. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  Shreveport,  will  be 
the  guest  preacher  at  the  Logansport  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Friday  evening  of  this  week. 
Rev.  James  B.  Grambling  is  pastor. 

JN.  FOMBY,  lay  leader  for  the  Alexandria 
District,  was  the  speaker  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  Pineville  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  March  18. 

REV  CARL  LUEG,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  is  preaching  in 
a  revival  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Jenn¬ 
ings.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  of  Welsh  is  serving  as 

song  leader. 

DR.  GUY  M.  HICKS,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District,  will  conduct  evangelistic 
services  at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  March  25,  through  April  1.  Rev. 
Otis  W.  Spinks  is  pastor  of  Trinity  Church. 

REV  JAMES  A.  McLEAN,  pastor  of  the  Barks¬ 
dale  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  s  Club 
of 'the  Curtis  Park  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier 
City  on  Tuesday  night,  March  20. 

rkR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR,  District  Superintendent  of 
D  the  Shreveport  District,  is  the  guest  preacher 
this  week  in  Holy  Week  Services  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Rayville,  where  Rev.  John 
Kilpatrick  is  pastor. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  preached  the  Palm  Sun¬ 
day  sermon  at  the  Methodist  Church  of  Pineville 
last  Sunday.  Rev.  P.  M.  Caraway^  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

ACROSS  has  been  placed  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe 
in  memory  of  Chester  DeCuir  by  friends  of  the 
DeCuir  family.  The  cross  was  presented  to  the 
church  on  Palm  Sunday,  March  25. 

tar.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  Noel 
U  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Blanchard  Kiwanis  Club  on  Thursday,  March  . 
He  spoke  on  “Having  An  Understanding  Heart. 

REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  Davidson  Memo¬ 
rial  Church,  Lafayette,  recently  addressed 
the  Methodist  Men  of  Rayne  and  Church  Point 
and  the  new  Asbury  Church  in  Lafayette.  He. 
used  as  his  subject  at  Church  Point  and  Asbury, 
“This  Church  Called  Methodist.” 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  the  DeRidder  area 
will  again  sponsor  a  sunrise  Easter  service 
at  the  Memorial  Stadium  at  DeRidder  at  6.00 
p  m  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  Rev.  Roger  Green- 
slade,  and  Rev.  Delbert  Lanham  are  serving  as 
the  advisory  committee. 

DR.  EVERETT  R.  CLINCHY,  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Temple  Sinai  on  Friday 
evening,  March  16.  Dr.  Clinchy  spoke  on  “Broth¬ 
erhood.”  Announcement  of  the  service  was  made 
by  Rabbi  Julian  B.  Feibelman. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN  of  the  Minden  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  invited  the  men  of  the  Doyline 
Methodist  Church  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 


organization  on  Monday  evening,  March  12.  The 
Club  has  taken  as  a  project  the  helping  of  other 
churches  to  realize  the  possibilities  of  a  men’s 
organization. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  will  dedicate  the 
educational  building  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Thibodaux  on  Sunday,  April  1,  at  2:30 
p.m.  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Lafayette  District,  and  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Miller,  pastor  of  the  church,  will  assist  in  the 
dedication  service. 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  were  held  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  New  Iberia,  with 
the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  doing  the  preach¬ 
ing.  The  theme  for  the  week  was  “The  Seven 
Words  of  Jesus  Spoken  From  the  Cross.”  The 
seven  megsagbs  were  begun  on  Palm  Sunday  at 
the  11:00  a.m.  service  and  will  be  completed  on 
Good  Friday  night. 

A  WORKSHOP  for  Vacation  Church  School 
workers  was  held  at  the  Grace  Church, 
Ruston,  on  Thursday,  March  15.  Courses  were 
offered  for  the  following  departments:  Kinder¬ 
garten,  Mrs.  Don  Lindsey;  Primary, .  Mrs.  J.  A. 
McDaniel;  Junior,  Mrs.  George  Goodwin;  Inter¬ 
mediates,  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland;  Directors’  Group, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay. 

VERNON  JE.  GATES,  instructor  in  mathematics 
and  science  at  Labette  County  Community 
High  School  in  Altamont,  Kans.,  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  to  serve  as  an  additional  full-time  in¬ 
structor  in  chemistry  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  according  to  announcement  by  Dean 
Leroy  Vogel.  He  will  assume  his  duties  at  the 
start  of  the  fall  semester  in  September. 

BRYAN  HARWELL,  Shreveport  alumnus  of 
Centenary  College,  has  presented  a  collection 
of  25  volumes  of  the  major  classics  to  the  college 
library.  Dr.  John  R.  Willingham,  acting  li¬ 
brarian,  said  the  books  include  the  works  of 
Browning,  Cervantes,  Bacon,  Houseman  and 
many  others.  All  have  been  marked  with  special 
gift  bookplates.  Mr.  Harwell  received  both  the 
BA  and  BS  degrees  at  Centenary  in  May,  1946. 

THE  MONSANTO  CHEMICAL  COMPANY  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  presented  $1,000  to 
Centenary  College  to  be  used  specifically  for 
the  Chemistry  Department.  Dr.  John  B.  Entrikin, 
head  of  the  department,  said  the  sum  will  be 
used  to  purchase  scientific  instruments,  to  bring 
outstanding  chemists  to  the  campus  and  to  fi¬ 
nance  travel  expenses  of  chemistry  students  and 
faculty  members  to  meetings  of  the  American 
Chemical  Society. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  Jefferson  Methodist  Church 
of  New  Orleans  presented  an  evening  of 
song  and  music  on  Sunday,  February  26,  at  the 
Slidell  Methodist  Church  under  the  direction  of 
Earl  Von  Hoven.  The  group,  which  traveled  by 
bus,  was  welcomed  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  John 
Redmon,  and  Mrs.  Redmon.  Mr.  Redmon  is  a 
former  pastor  of  the  Jefferson  Methodist  Church. 
Refreshments  were  served  to  the  visitors  by  the 
women  of  the  Slidell  choir  after  the  service. 

DR.  LEROY  VOGEL,  dean  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  has  been  invited  to  serve  on  an  edu¬ 
cational  commission  to  make  recommendations 
in  conjunction  with  the  application  of  East 
Texas  Baptist  College,  Marshall,  Texas,  for 
admission  to  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools.  Ben  Hilbun, 
president  of  Mississippi  State  College,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission  which  will  spend  April  9 
through  April  11  at  the  Marshall  school. 

WEEK  OF  DEDICATION  was  observed  at 
Davidson  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  with  special  messages  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
D.  B.  Boddie,  and  on  the  Day  of  Dedication  the 
Sunday  School  assembled  in  the  church  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  the  dedication  service.  Mrs.  F.  L.  St. 
Cyr,  youthNcounselor,  brought  a  visual  lesson  on 
“Our  Mission  Work  Among  the  American  In¬ 
dians.”  At  the  close  of  the  service  each  class 
went  to  the  altar  and  left  an  offering.  Each 
knelt  for  a  short  period  of  silent  prayer. 
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AN  INSTITUTE  on  United  Church  Women’s 
work  will  be  held  at  the  First  /  Christian 
Church  in  Alexandria  on  April  5,  according  to 
recent  announcement.  Mrs.  Spann  W.  Milner,  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  vice  president  of  the  United  Church 
Women,  will  conduct  the  institute.  Mrs.  Milner 
recently  returned  from  a  four-week  tour  of 
Germany  which  she  with  a  number  of  other 
nationally-known  civic,  government,  and  church 
leaders  took  as  guests  of  the  German  govern¬ 
ment.  The  object  of  the  visit  was  to  acquaint 
Americans  with  present-day  life  in  Germany. 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  at  Noel  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  include  serv¬ 
ices  Monday  through  Friday  evening.  Guest  min¬ 
isters  for  the  evenings  are  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire, 
Park  Avenue  pastor,  Shreveport,  Monday  eve¬ 
ning;  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor,  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  Tuesday  evening;  Dr.  Bentley  Sloanei 
conference  Board  of  Education  secretary,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Wednesday  evening;  and  Rev.  George  Har- 
buck,  pastor,  Broadmoor,  Shreveport,  Friday 
evening.  On  Thursday  evening  Holy  Communion 
will  be  observed  with  the  Noel  Choir  singing  the 
“Seven  Last  Words”.  On  Sunday  evening  the 
choir  will  present  the  cantata  “Redeemer”.  Dr. 
John  Rasmussen  is  the  Noel  Memorial  pastor. 

THE^IRST  WORSHIP  SERVICE  in  the  new 
Wmbourne  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  held  on  Sunday,  March- 18,  with  the 
8:30  a.m.  service.  Services  were  also  held  at  11:00 
a.m.  and  7:00  p.m.  Open  house  was  held  from 
2:00  through  5:00  p.m.  Special  Lenten  services  I 
are  being  held  at  the  church  with  the  following 
speakers:  Monday,  Rev.  G.  R.  Messer,  pastor  of 
the  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church;  Tuesday, 
Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  pastor  of  the  Istrouma  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Wednesday,  Rev. 
Oakley  Lee,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Leesville;  Thursday,  Rev.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Friday,  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District.  Rev. 
Albert  A.  Collins  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  at  the  St.  Bernard 
Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  began  on  Sun¬ 
day,  March  25,  at  the  11:00  a.m.  service  when 
special  music  was  sung  by  the  choir  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Ben  Martin.  Mrs.  Joseph  Mor¬ 
gan,  organist,  played  special  numbers.  At  the 
7:00  p.m.  service  the  film,  “Were  You  There 
When  They  Crucified  My  Lord?”  was  shown. 
Services  are  being  held  each  evening  March  26 
through  March  30  at  7:00  p.m.  with  the  following 
ministers  in  charge:  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh,  pas¬ 
tor,  Gretna  Methodist  Church;  Rev.  Glenn  R. 
Messer,  Elysian  Fields  Methodist  Church;  Rev. 

R.  J.  Jamieson,  Harahan  Methodist  Church;  Rev. 

R.  L.  Clayton,  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church, 
and  Rev.  M.  D.  Felder,  Kenner  Methodist  Church. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  will  preach  at 
the  11:00  a.m.  service  on  Easter  morning.  The 
choir  and  the  organist  will  again  bring  special 
music. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  congregation  in  Hirosaki,  one 
of  the  most  northerly  cities  in  Japan,  is 
celebrating  the  eightieth  year  of  its  establish¬ 
ment.  Formerly  a  congregation  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  it  has  now  been  merged  into  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan.  The  church  was 
started  in  1875  with  fourteen  charter  members. 
Within  eleven  years  it  had  established  a  girls’ 
school  with  five  students — the  Japanese  minister 
teaching  Bible,  and  his  wife  teaching  sewing 
classes  in  the  parsonage.  This  school  is  now 
Hii'osaki  Gakuin  with  an  enrollment  of  1428  girls. 
During  its  eighty  years,  the  church  has  given 
Japan  140  Christian  ministers,  and  many  other 
Christian  workers,  including  Methodism’s  first 
Japanese  bishop,  Dr.  Yoitsu  Honda.  Ministers 
from  this  church’s  congregation  have  gone  out 
to  serve  in  41  of  Japan’s  larger  cities,  in  Sag- 
halien,  in  the  South  Seas,  and  in  six  other 
countries  of  the  world. 

CONTRACT  LET  FOR 
FIRST  RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOME 

Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling  of  Logansport,  advises 
that  the  contract  has  been  signed  by  the  Retired 
Ministers’  Home  Board  for  the  erection  of  a 
duplex.  Ground-breaking  ceremonies  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  April  3,  at  2:30  p.m.  at  Ruston. 
Ministers  in  the  area  are  urged  to  be  present 
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Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement1 

PRAYER  VIGIL 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
qO  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
fi-00  p.m.  the  second  date). 

TuTni’ch  27-28— Colfax,  Clark  W.  Bell. 
^Westlake,  Lake  Charles,  E.  W. 
Day. 

M.irch  28-29— First  Church,  Pine- 
'  ville,  Porter  M.  .  Caraway.  Pine 
Grove,  Ollie  L.  Golson,  Jr. 

March  29-30 — Eunice,  Ned  L.  Stout. 

pavidson  Memorial,  D.  B.  Boddie. 
March  30-31— Centenary,  Franklin- 
ton,  John  H.  Sewell.  - 
March  31-April  1— DeQuincy,  A.  A. 

McKnight. 

April  1-2 — Heflin-Brushwood,  E.  W. 
Sandel. 

Amil  2-3— Homer,  Donald  M.  Ri- 
singer.  St.  Mark’s,  N.  O.,  T.  O. 
Carlstrom.  " 

April  3-4 — Jonesboro,  George  W. 
Dameron. 

April  4-5— Lisbon,  S.  Percy  Eman¬ 
uel.  _ 

April  5-6— Benton,  L.  A.  Carring¬ 
ton  Kinder,  Raymond  B.  Crofoot. 
April  6-7— First  Church,  Minden, 
Dan  R.  Robinson. 

The  Prayer  Chain  is  gathering 
new  power  and  momentum  as  the 
halfway  mark  has  been  passed. 
From  every  position  of  the  state  re¬ 
ports  of  effective  Vigils  continue  to 
come  Among  recent  excellent  re¬ 
ports  are  those  of  Rev.  Fred  A. 
Mead,  reporting  for  the  Collinston, 
Swartz,  and  Bonne  Idee  Churches; 
Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  Hammond; 
and  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  Welsh. 

A  possible  follow-up  of  the  Prayer 
Vigil  in  the  local  church' is  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  Prayer  Groups.  One 
such  group  in  Minter  City,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  in  response  to  a  letter  to 
Madame  Chiang  Kai  Shek,  received 
the  following  reply: 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Tate 
Minter  City,  Mississippi 

Dear  Mrs.  Tate: 

“Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
letter  of  June  22nd,  enclosing  tha 
names  of  the  members  of  your 
prayer  group  who  are  praying  for 
our  prayer  groups. 

“I  read  your  letter  aloud  at  one 
of  our  meetings.  Every  one  was 
much  moved  and  we  prayed  as  a 
group  that  day  for  your  group. 

“At  the  next  meeting  a  copy  of 
the  list  of  the  names  of  those  pray¬ 
ing  for  us  was  given  to  each  mem¬ 
ber  to  pray  daily  and  individually 
for  her  opposite  number. 

With  every  good  wish.” 

Yours  sincerely, 

Madame  Chiang  Kai  Shek 
— W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman, 
Board  of  Evangelism, 
Louisiana  Conference 

NEW  GRETNA  CHURCH 
OPENED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Mrs.  George  O.  Wilfis  is  the  director 
°f  the  choir. 

Total  attendance  for  the  worship 
services  and  the  Open  House  ex¬ 
ceeded  1200  persons.  Among  the 
visitors  were  a  number  of  former 
Pastors  of  the  Gretna  Church:  Rev. 
S-  L.  Riggs,  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  Rev. 
E-  C.  Dufresne,  and  Rev.  Ned  L. 
Stout.  Other  ministers  visiting  dur- 
'  in8  the  day  were  Rev.  George  Wil¬ 
son,  secretary  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
Rev.  T.  E.  Davis,  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Gretna,  Rev. 
Robert  Jamieson,  pastor  of  St.  Paul, 
Rarahan  and  St.  James  Methodist 
Church,  Marrero;  Rev.  J,  W.  Mat- 

march  29, 195« 


NEW  CHURCH  TO  BE 
ORGANIZED  AT 
GRAND  ISLAND 


YOUTH  CHOIRS  IN  SERVICE  OF 
EASTER  MUSIC 

By  Ella  Mae  Charlton 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Horton 
Honored 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Horton,  who  is  retiring 
after  teaching  in  the  Church  School 
for  the  past  47  years,  was  honored 
Sunday,  March  18  at  the  morning 
service  by  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church. 

Seven  of  the  47  years  were  spent 
as  a  teacher  in  the  Minden  Metho¬ 
dist  Sunday  School.  The  other  '  40 
years  Mrs.  Horton  devoted  as  a 
teacher  in  the  Rayville  Church 
School.  Several  years  she  headed 
the  Ladies  Class,  but  most  of  the 
time  she  was  the  guide  and  leader 
of  the  Kindergarten  Class. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Cochran,  superintendent 
of  the  Church  School  presented  Mrs. 
Horton  a  corsage  of  white  carna¬ 
tions  as  a  gift  from  the  church. 
Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick,  pastor  of 
the  church,  in  speaking  of  Mrs.  Hor¬ 
ton’s  devoted  service  for  almost  half 
a  century  told  the  congregation  that 
she  had  set  a  wonderful  example 
for  the  rest  of  the  teachers  to  fol¬ 
low.  —  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton 


vice-president  of  Centenary  College, 
introduced  the  speaker  each  day, 
and  special  music  was  presented 
by  the  Centenary  College  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  A.  C.  Voran. 


A  group  of  Grand  Island  Metho¬ 
dists  interested  in  organizing  a 
Methodist  Church  on  Grand  Island 
met  at  the  Grand  Isle  Woman’s  Club 
on  March  9  in  their  first  service  and 
made  plans  to  organize  a  new 
church!  Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  pastor 
of  the  Houma  Methodist  Church, 
and  Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Thibodaux,  conducted  the  services. 
A  business  meeting  was  held  fol¬ 
lowing  the  service  when  Paul  Hous¬ 
ton  was  appointed  temporary  chair¬ 
man  of  a  Building  Site  Committee. 
Gus  Davis  and  Bob  Micheltree  were 
also  named  on  the  committee.  Bob 
Watson  was  appointed  temporary 
treasurer.  The  church  will  be  or¬ 
ganized  on  Wednesday  evening, 
March  28. 

Since  the  first  meeting,  the  Build¬ 
ing  Site  Committee  has  located  suit¬ 
able  land  that  will  be  purchased 
by  the  church.  Rev.  Rex  Squyres 
will  serve  as  pastor  of  the  new  con¬ 
gregation  until  the  meeting  of  the 
Annual  Conference. 

Services  will  be  held  each  Friday 
night  at  7:00  p.m.  in  the  Grand 
Island  Woman’s  Club  Building.  — 
Reporter. 


thews,  pastor  of  Algiers  Methodist 
Church;  Rev.  T.  T.  Howes,  pastor 
of  Jefferson  Methodist  Church;  Rev. 
T.  O.  Carlstrom,  pastor  St.  Marks 
Methodist  Church.  Also  present 
were  Mrs.  Clark  W.  Bell,  wife  of 
a  former  pastor,  and  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Hoffpauir,  widow  of  a  former  pas¬ 
tor  and  a  member  of  the  church. 

Other  visitors  were  George  Saund¬ 
ers,  architect,  who  designed  the 
building,  and  Mrs.  Saunders;  John 
Lawrence,  Mr.  Saunder’s  associate, 
and  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Richard  Good¬ 
year,  the  contractor,  and  Joseph 
Goodyear,  construction  superinten¬ 
dent.  The  wives  of  both  these  men 
were  also  present. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  is  pastor 
of  the  church,  Jack  Womack,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Building  Committee, 
and  Dr.  Carroll  F.  Gelbke  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Official  Board. 


NOTED  CHURCHMAN 
AND  EDITOR 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
dent  Wednesday  evening.  Capacity 
crowds  attended  the  lecturers  each 
morning.  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 


Jim  Lamberson,  director  of  Youth  Choirs  at  First  Methodist  Church , 
and  his  Senior  High  Choir  in  an  informal  rehearsal. 


THE  Youth  Choirs  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
with  Jim  Lamberson  direct¬ 
ing,  presented  a  program  of 
Easter  music  on  the  evening  of 
Palm  Sunday  at  which  time  ap¬ 
proximately  two  hundred  young 
people,  boys  and  girls,  took  part. 

From  the  front  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  sanctuary  the 
Primaries,  Juniors,  Junior  Highs, 
and  Freshmen  girls  gave  antiphon- 
al  selections  which  included  “Ho¬ 
sanna”  by  Gregor,  “Christ  the  Lord 
is  Risen  Today,”  arranged  by  Davis 
and  “Angels  Rolled  the  Rock  A- 
way,”  arranged  by  Willan, 

Following  these  numbers  by  the 
mass  choir,  the  Kindergarten  group 
sang  three  numbers. 

The  Senior  High  and  Older  Youth 
Choirs,  seated  in  the  choir  loft,  in¬ 
cluded  in  their  selections  “Praise 
the  Lord,  the  Almighty,”  by  Spar, 
“We  All  Rejoice  on  This  Glad  Day,” 
by  S'trube,  “The  Gates  of  Heaven 
are  Open,”  by  Youse  and  “Holy  is 
Thy  Name,  Oh  Lord,”  by  Vogler. 

All  choirs  were  robed,  the  older 
groups  using  maroon  robes  and  the 
younger  choirs  white  robes  with 
maroon  bows. 

A  short  devotional  was  given  by 
the  minister,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes. 

Director  Lamberson  came  to  First 
Methodist  Church  in  September  and 
since  that  time  has  devoted  full 
time  to  the  organization  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  youth  choirs.  At  Christ¬ 
mas  time  the  choirs  presented  a 
musical  service  which  was  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  congregation. 

“We  have  tried  to  do  more  than 
just  have  a  group  do  a  little  sing¬ 
ing,”  Jim  Lamberson  says,  “we 
want  the  choirs  to  be  a  tying  force 
between  young  people,  their  par¬ 
ents  and  their  church.”  He  also 
wants  the  members  of  his  choirs  to 
learn  music  reading.  “I  know,”  he 
says,  “we  can’t  say,  ‘Now  we  are 
going  to  learn  to  read  music’.  That 
would  never  do,  we  have  to  make 
a  game  of  it.” 

Director  Lamberson’s  wife,  Ro¬ 
berta,  who  is  a  public  school  music 
teacher  in  Shreveport  helps  him  in 
his  choir  work.  She  plays  the  piano 
and  also  assists  with  the  rehearsals. 
Together,  they  are  making  many 
plans  for  the  further  development 
of  the  Youth  Choirs  Of  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church, 


New  Dean  of  Students  at  Centenary 


Professor  Charles  A.  Hickcox  has 
been  appointed  jiean  of  student  at 
Centenary  College,  effective  on 
June  1. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  Mr.  Hickcox  will 
be  responsible  for  the  counselling 
of  all  students  and  for  supervision 
of  student  activities  under  the  new 
position.  These  duties  formerly  were 
handled  by  Edgar  Burks,  who  re¬ 
cently  accepted  the  position  of  full¬ 
time  director  of  the  expanding  even¬ 
ing  division  of  the  college. 

Mr.  Hickcox  wil  iGontinue  as  head 
of  the  college’s  department  of  geol¬ 
ogy  and  will  do  a  limited  amount 
of  teaching.  He  also  will  supervise 
the  work  of  the  admissions  office. 
He  will  maintain  an  office  in  the 
Administration  Building  as  well  as 
his  present  office  in  the  Science 
Building, 


CHARLES  A.  HICKCOX 
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*  ?**  7^e  CHILDREN 


ANNIE  WINBURNE,  Editor 


Ben  Finds  A  LilyAt  Granny's  Feet 


BEN  whistled  as  he  skipped  a- 
long  the  muddy  pavements, 
his  hat,  by  far  too  small,  set 
back  on  his  jolly,  grimy  face. 
Every  paper  sold,  and  not  yet  ten 
o’clock;  wasn’t  that  luck  for  a  raw 
night  like  this?  Small  wonder  Ben 
whistled  for  joy! 

The  handful  of  pennies  in  his 
pocket  jingled  merrily.  Tomorrow 
would  be  Easter  Sunday.  What  a 
cold  Easter!  Ben  shivered.  But  then, 
he  and  Granny  were  to  have  a  feast; 
and  again  the  jolly  face  beamed. 

The  long  market  house  was  aglow 
with  light.  Many  were  gathering  to¬ 
gether  their  stock,  and  piling  them 
into  waiting  wagons.  The  selling  for 
the  week  was  almost  ended. 

Ben  knew  a  place  far  down  in  a 
corner,  where  cuts  of  meat  and 
sometimes  a  belated  chicken  could 
be  bought  cheap  late  on  a  Saturday 
night,  and  he  hurried  on. 

“Hello,  Ben!”  shouted  an  old  Hol¬ 
lander,  holding  a  battered  chicken 
in  his  hand.  Ben  eyed  it  longingly. 

“How  much?”  he  asked. _ 

Old  Jan  balanced  the  chicken 
thoughtfully  in  his  hand  and  smiled. 
“How  mooch  you  got?”  he  asked. 

The  hand  in  the  jingling  pocket 
was  promptly  withdrawn,  bringing 
the  jingle  with  it. 

“Two  —  four  —  seven  —  ten  — 
twenty-four  cents.” 

“All  right,  you  get  him!”  And  he 
wrapped  the  chicken  in  a  scrap  of 
newspaper,  adding  a  bunch  of  frost¬ 
bitten  celery. 

Ben’s  feet  fairly  flew  homeward 
over  the  slippery  pavement.  Little 
cared  he  now  for  cold  or  discomfort. 
Wasn’t  this  a  treat  for  a  king?  And 
wouldn’t  granny  be  waiting  to  hear 
all  about  it? 

She  was  still  knitting. in  her  arm 
chair  by  the  light  of  a  scanty  fire, 
with  a  small  figure  crouching  on 
the  floor  beside  her. 

“Why,  who’s  that?”  asked  Ben  in 
amazement.  The  flickering  light  re¬ 
vealed  a  little  girl  with  tearful  blue 
eyes  and  tangled  golden  hair. 

“It’s  Mis’  Rhodes’  Lily,”  Granny 
said,  gently.  “You  know  Mis’ 
Rhodes  died  yesterday,  and  the  poor 
child’s  got  no  place  to  go.  Shan’t  we 
take  her  in,  Ben?” 

Ben  gave 'the  tiny  waif  a  hearty 
welcome,  and  plunged  into  his  sto¬ 
ry- 

Easter  bells  rang  out  joyously, 
and  a  flood  of  glorious  Easter  sun¬ 
shine  made  all  the  world  glad;  but 
nowhere  did  its  beams  light  up  a 
happier  home  than  the  shabby  place 
in  which  Granny  and  Ben  and  Lily 
bustled  about  preparing  and  cook¬ 
ing  a  “real  chicken”  dinner.  _And 
while  they  ate,  with  thankful 
hearts,  Granny  told  the  children 
the  beautiful  story  of  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion,  and  how  Lily’s  mother  was 
only  “asleep  in  Jesus.”  When  she 
finished  she  said: 

“All  that’s  lackin’  now  is  the 
Easter  lilies.” 

Ben’s  eyes,  looking  from  Granny’s, 
wrinkled  face  to  the  childish  one 
beside  him,  brightened 'suddenly. 
“No  Easter  lilies?”  he  asked. 


“What  are  you  thinking  of,  Granny? 
Ain’t  this  .  our  Easter  Lily  right 
here?” 

“So  she  is,”  said  Granny,  wiping 
her  eyes  and  looking  lovingly  at 
the  tiny,  fair-haired  child.  “Our 
Easter  Lily,  God  bless  her,  so  she 
is!” — Anon,  Religious  Telescope. 


LAND  OF  EASTER  EGGS 

When  Grandpa  comes  to  visit  us, 
we  climb  up  on  his  legs, 

And  clamour  to  be  told  about  the 
Land  of  Easter  Eggs. 

Where  chocolate  eggs  in  silver  pap¬ 
er  lie  about  the  sands 

And  little  fluffy  yellow  chicks  will 
nestle  in  your  hands. 

All  nests  are  made  of  chocolate 
twigs,  and  built  in  toffee  trees. 

Some  birds  are  made  of  marzipan, 
and  call  out ,  “Eat  us,  please.” 

Big  sugar  swans  draw  little  carts, 
piled  high  with  pretty  things, 

Colored  eggs  and  downy  ducklings, 
birds  with  golden  wings. 

And  Grandpa  says  these  splendid 
birds  have  lovely  cream-filled 
legs. 

Oh,  how  we  would  love  to  go  to 
that  Land  of  Easter  Eggs. 

— The  Children’s  Newspaper 


A  MYSTERY 

A  butterfly  came  out  of  our  co¬ 
coon  today.  When  we  found  the  co¬ 
coon  last  fall,  Mother  said: 

“Something  wonderful  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  this  caterpillar’s  house.  We 
may  see  a  beautiful  butterfly  come 
out  in  the  spring.” 

Today  a  brown  and  yellow  but¬ 
terfly  slowly  crawled  out  of  one 
end.  It  was  all  wet  and  sticky  and 
its  wings  were  drooping. 

We  put  the  box  in  the  sunlight 
for  a  while.  Then  we  took  it  out¬ 
doors  and  put  the  butterfly  on  a 
branch  of  a  bush.  It  kept  opening 
and  closing  its  wings  as  they  dried 
in  the  sun.  Suddenly  it  spread  them 
and  flew  away. 

“How  can  a  caterpillar  change  in¬ 
to  a  butterfly?”  I  asked  as  we 
watched  it  go. 

“I  don’t  know,”  Mother  answer¬ 
ed  softly. 

“Doesn’t  anybody  know?”  I  asked. 

“God  knows,  for  He  planned  it 
that  way,”  Mother  said.  “No  one 
but  God  could  have  thought  of 
sending  beauty  into  the  world  like 
that.” — Story  World. 


“Well,  darling,”  said  the  little 
boy’s  mother  as  he  walked  into  the 
kitchen,  “were  you  a  good  boy  at 
school  today?” 

“Sure,”  answered  the  lad.  “How 
much  trouble  can  you  get  into  stand¬ 
ing  in  a  corner  all  day?” — E.  E.  Ken¬ 
yon,  American  Weekly 


RECIPE  FOR 
AN  APRIL  DAY 

Take  a  dozen  little  clouds 
And  .a  patch  of  blue; 

Take  a  million  raindrops, 

As  many  sunbeams,  too. 

Take  a  host  of  violets, 

A  wandering  little  breeze  } 

And  myriads  of  little  leaves 
Dancing  on  the  trees. 

Then  mix  them  well  together,  j 

In  the  quickest  way, 

Showers  and  sunshine,  birds  and 
flowers  i 

And  you’ll  have  an  April  day. 

—The  Year’s  Entertainments 


MESSAGE  OF  THE 
CROCUS 

Crocus  bud,  just  through  the  sod 
Did  you  have  some  word  from  God 
Saying,  “Easter  time  is  near’’? 

Is  that  why  we  find  you  here? 
Did  his  sunlight  pierce  the  gloom'. 
Did  he  break  earth,  making  room 
So  that  you  might  rise  and  grow 
As  Christ  did  so  long  ago? — In  Thi 
Christian  Advocate. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Friend:  “Did  you  get  any  replies 
to  your  advertisement  that  a  lonely 
maiden  sought  light  and  warmth  in 
her  life?” 

Spinster:  “Yes,  two  from  electric 
light  companies  and  one  from  a  gas 
company.”  j 

* *  *  *  | 

A  little  girl  had  a  birthday  party. 
From  all  accounts  it  was  highly  suc¬ 
cessful — at  least,  one  would  gather 
so  from  the  report  she  gave  a 
friend.  “It  was  swell — 19  out  of  12 
came.”  i 

*  *  *  j 

Wife  (in  back  seat):  “George, 
don’t  drive  so  fast!” 

Husband:  “Why  not?” 

Wife:  “That  policeman  on  a  mo¬ 
torcycle  behind  us  can’t  get  by!” 

*  *  * 

Teacher:  “Now,  Johnny,  what 
would  a-  land  flowing  in  milk  and 
honey  be  like?” 

Johnny:  “Sounds  like  it  would  be 

sticky.”  „  I 

~  *  *  * 

The  family  and  the  dinner  guest 
had  seated  themselves  at  the  table, 
when  the  lady  of  the  house  noted  an 
important  omission. 

Mother  (to  little  daughter):  Be* 
ty,  why  on  earth  didn’t  you  Pu| 
knife  and  fork  at  Mr.  White 
place?  i 

Betty:  I  didn’t  think  he’d  new 
them/  Daddy  said  he  eats  like 
horse. 

*  *  * 

“Grandpa,  were  you  in  the  a1^ 
asked  the  little  boy  of  his  visi  i 
progenitor. 

“No.”  rn. 

“Then  why  weren’t  you  drowi 
ed?”  was  the  second  question. 


EASTER  LILIES 

Beautiful  Easter  flowers, 

Lilies  so  stately  and  fair 
Speak  of  God’s  love  to  all  children, 

Tell  of  His  great  loving  care. 

•  Speak  of  new  life  at  springtime  , 

Coming  out  of  winter’s-  sleep, 

Of  sunshine  and  rain  and  lush  brown  earth, 
Protecting  and  warm  and  deep. 

Beautiful  Easter _  lilies 
In  gleaming  dress  of  white, 

Bringing  their  beauty  to  all  the  earth, 

To  brighten  and  delight. — A.E.W. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


* 


Little  Rock  Conference  Missionary  Tour 


March  9  through  the  12th  a  group 
of  high  school  sehiors  and  college 
students  from  the  Hittle  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  toured  thrbugh  Louisiana 
visiting  numerous  projects  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  seeking  to  learn  more  about 
the  opportunities  and  work  being 
done  through  their  church.  Thirty- 
three  youth  with  three  adult  coun¬ 
selors  met  in  Smackover  the  .night 
of  March  8  for  fellowship,  supper, 
and  a  night  for  getting  acquainted 
with  the  MYF  of  Smackover  and 
the  Guild  and  Woman’s  Society  ac¬ 
ting  as  hostess  along  with  many 
members  of  their  church. 

While  on  the  tour  they  visited 
Sager-Brown  School  and  Home  in 
Baldwin,  McDonell  Methodist  Home 
in  Houma,  Dulac  Indian  Mission, 
then  over  to  New  Orleans  for  Sat¬ 
urday  night  and  Sunday.  The  group 
stayed  at  Dillard  University  while 
in  the  city  and  visited  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center,  People’s  Cen¬ 
ter,  St.  Tammany’s  Rural  Work,  and 
took  time  to  visit  the  famous  French 
Quarters.  Sunday  evening  was  high¬ 
lighted  by  vespers  service  at  Dil¬ 
lard  Chapel  with  a  noted  rabbi  con¬ 
ducting  services  and  immediately 
following  they  attended  Carrollton 
Avenue  Methodist  Church  for  sup¬ 
per,  Youth  Fellowship  meeting  and 
evening  services  there. 

Upon  arriving  home  Monday 
night  there  was  an  obvious  feeling 
of  Christian  fellowship  and  a  tie 
that  will  long  be  remembered.  Many 
questions  were  asked  by  these 
youth  who  are  planning  some  vo¬ 


cation  in  church-related  fields.  Seeds 
have  been  planted,  time  and  con¬ 
tinued  effort  upon  fellow  church 
workers  and  the  women  who  spon¬ 
sored  the  trip  through  their  con¬ 
ference  Woman’s  Society  will  one 
day  see  the  full-grown  outcome. 

Students  and  adults  participating 
were:  Linda  Aston,  Benton;  Joyce 
Blake,  Sheridan;  Mary  Bowden, 
Little  Rock;  Nellie  Marie  Childs, 
El  Dorado;  Carolyn  Crawford,  Junc¬ 
tion  City;  Connie  Gathright,  El  Do¬ 
rado;  Janet  Harter,  Magnolia;  Dixie 
Hillman,  Stuttgart;  Louella  Hoff¬ 
mann,  Little  Rock;  Carolyn  Law¬ 
rence,  Malvern;  Kathleen  McDuffie, 
Monticello;  Tahlie  Morgan,  El  Do¬ 
rado;  Jim  Robnolt,  Stuttgart;  Sally 
Smith,  Eudora;  John  Walker,  For- 
dyce;  James  Springs,  Monticello; 
Elizabeth  Bormann,  Stuttgart;  Bar¬ 
bara  Burgess,  Parkdale;  Rebecca 
Cox,  Benton;  Patsy  Curtis,  Little 
Rock;  Lynn  Hansen,  Little  Rock; 
Bill  Hedges,  Little  Rock;  Jackie  Hin¬ 
son,  Magnolia;  Sue  Hudson,  Mag¬ 
nolia;  Jerrine  Jones,  Little  Rock; 
Louise  Lovell,  Dierks;  Paul,  Mayer, 
Little  Rock;  Rebecca  Plumley,  Hope; 
Nyla  Faye  Savage,  Sheridan;  Irene 
Thornton,  Hope;  Kathryn  Louise 
Spore,  Monticello;  Mary  Jo  Bryant, 
Little  Rock;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Davis,  Tex¬ 
arkana;  Mi's.  S.  C.  Johnson,  Little 
Rock  and  Polly  Lassiter,  Arkadel- 
phia.  Mrs.  Charles  Primm,  confer¬ 
ence  sec.  of  Missionary  Personnel 
planned  the  trip  and  made  all  ar¬ 
rangements  and  credit  is  due  her  for 
the  successful  trip. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
GUILD  ELECTS 

Meeting  at  Paragould  March  17- 
18,  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  elected  of¬ 
ficers  as  follows:  Mrs.  Vida  Fry, 
Conway  District,  secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  and  Service,  and 
Miss  Virginia  Lowery,  Jonesboro 
District,  secretary  of  Spiritual  Life. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Vogel,  West  Memphis, 
remains  as  conference  secretary. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Bass  was  the  guest 
speaker,  and  the  guild  presented  a 
motion  picture  projector  for  Bisti 
School,  a  part  of  the  work  done 
with  the  Navajo  Indians. 

The  invitation  to  meet  in  West 
Memphis  in  1957  was  accepted. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  Woman’s  Society 
°f  Christian  Service  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Churches,  wil  be  held  at  the 
Munholland  Methodist  Church,  1201 
Metaire  Road,  New  Orleans,  Tues¬ 
day,  April  3,  from  10:00  a.m.  until 
2;00  p.m.  with  the  general  theme 

Truils  of  Discipleships. 

Miss  Nina  Stallings,  who  recently 
returned  from  Missionary  Work  in 
China  and  the  Phillipine  Islands 
will  be  the  principal  speaker. 

There  will  also  be  a  business  ses¬ 
sion,  at  which  time  the  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  installed. 


“I  haven’t  time”  is  said  to  be  the 
most  common  answer  of  women  who 
refuse  to  become  active  in  church 

march  29, 1956 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

April  6,  Hope  District,  Ashdown 

April  6,  Pine  Bluff  District,  Eng¬ 
land 

April  17,  Camden  District,  Van- 
trease,  El  Dorado 

April  18,  Monticello  District,  Cros- 
sett 

April  24,  Arkadelphia  District, 
eith,  Malvern 

April  27,  Little  Rock  District, 
Highland 


organizations  today.  To  this  answer 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  Methodist  Church,  makes 
this  reply:  “You  have  all  the  time 
there  is,  twenty-four  hours  a  day. 
It  just  depends  upon  what  seem 
the  most  important  uses  to  make 
of  it.  Personally  w/e  think  there 
aren’t  many  things  so  well  worth 
putting  your  time  into  as  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
You  can  help  make  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  known  to  all  peoples  every¬ 
where  and  give  opportunities  for 
spiritual  and  social  betterment  in 
countries  overseas  and  in  our  own 
land  through  active  membership  in 
the  society.  Ever  keep  a  record  for 
a  week  of  where  every  hour  of  your 
time  goes?  It’s  quite  revealing!” 


J 


N  S  A  S-  LO  U  I  8  I  A  N  A  ARIA 


Louisiana  To  Itinerate  Miss  Stallings 

Miss  Nina  Stallings  will  be  the 
speaker  at  the  Louisiana  Conference 
District  meetings.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  Central  College,  Scarritt  and 
Peabody,  and  has  a  master’s  degree 
from  Columbia  University.  She  was 
a  public  school  teacher  before  going 
to  China  in  1914. 

Her  field  service  included  travel¬ 
ing  with  the  National  Christian 
Council  of  China.  She  pioneered  in 
rural  work,  beginning  East  China 
Mission  wide  village  work. 

The  Japanese  occupation  in  1937 
drove  her  to  Shanghai,  but  she  work¬ 
ed  later  in  the  village  for  three 
years  under  Japanese  rule.  She  was 
deported  by  the  Communists  in 
1949. 

Miss  Stallings  found  further  op¬ 
portunities  for  missionary  service 
when  she  was  appointed  to  the 
Philippines  in  1950,  where  she  di¬ 
rected  a  Conference^  Center,  con¬ 
ducted  Leadership  Training  schools 
and  traveled  in  rural  communities.  States  for  pre-retirement  furlough, 

In  1954  she  returned  to  the  United  and  is  living  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Miss  Stallings  will  speak  in  the  districts  as  follows: 

New  Orleans  District — April  2,  8  p.m.  Guild,  Rayne  Memorial 

April  3,  10:00  a.m.  W.S.C.S.  Munholland 

Baton  Rouge  District — April  4,  10:00  a.m.  Franklinton 

Lafayette  District — April  5,  10:00  a.m.  New  Iberia 

Lake  Charles  District — April  6,  10:00  a.m.  Sulphur 

Alexandria  District— April  10,  10:00  a.m.  First  Church,  Alexandria 

Monroe  District — April  11,  10:00  a.m.  Bastrop 

Ruston 'District — April  12,  10:00  a.m.  W.S.C.S.  Lisbon 

7:30  p.m.  Guild,  Homer 

Shreveport  District — April  13,  10:00  a.m.  W.S.C.S.  Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

7:30  p.m.  Guild,  Mangum,  Shreveport 


MISS  NINA  STALLINGS 


Resolution  on  Clergy  Rights  for  Women 

(Editor’s  Note:  The  following  resolution/ was  adopted  by  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service;  a  similar 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  North  Arkansas  Conference.) 

There  is  a  great  concern  today  for  the  life  of  the  church — through 
the  ages  God  has  called  from  among  His  followers  persons  to  preach 
His  gospel.  The  reports  of  our  Church  say  that  there  is  a  great  short¬ 
age  of  prepared  ministers  in  the  face  of  unprecedented  need  and  Op¬ 
portunity  of  our  times. 

We  believe  the  need  can  be  met  if  all  those  called  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  accepted  response.  We  perceive  God  is  no  respector  of  per¬ 
sons;  there  is  neither  male  nor  female,  Jew  nor  Greek,  Scythian  nor 
Barbarian.  Many  women  feel  His  call  and  are  willing  to  prepare 
themselves,  but  our  Church  withholds  from  them  full  clergy  rights, 
while  other  denominations  are  giving  full  clergy  relations  to  their 
women. 

It  is  our  faith  that  man  has  not  the  moral  right  to  deny  the  God- 
given  right  to  any  person  to  answer  his  or  her  conscience  in  the 
matter  of  Christian  Service,  especially  the  ministry  of  the  Church. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  in  session  at  Malvern,  March  20-22,  re¬ 
quest  our  Conference  delegates  to  the  1956  General  Conference  sup¬ 
port  full  clergy  rights  for  women  when  the  issue  comes  up  for  vote. 
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Easter  Sunday,  April  1 


IS 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 

SUNDAY 


From  Bishop  Martin 


Easter  Sunday 


.  It  would  be  a  splendid  thing  if  every  Methodist  in  Louisiana 
could  have  the  opportunity  to  visit  our  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 
If  that  were  possible,  there  would  not  be  the  necessity  for  any  person 
to  make  an  appeal  for  support  of  that  institution;  for,  out  of  the 
realization  of  the  magnificent  work  being  done,  there  would  come  a 
spontaneous  series  of  gifts,  I  am  convinced,  which  would  far  exceed 
the  actual  day-to-day  expense  incurred  in  maintaining  the  Home. 

Since  many  of  our  people  cannot  make  such  a  visit,  however,  we 
present  again  this  Easter  the  cause  of  our  Children’s  Home;  and  we 
are  confident  there  will  come  a  response  which  will  enable  the 
splendid  staff  to  continue  caring  for  the  many  children  who  have 
found  there,  and  for  the  first  time,  the  kindness  and  love  which 
enable  them  to  comprehend  what  others  referred  to  when  they  spoke 
of  “home.” 

I  heartily  commend  this  sacred  appeal  for  the  consideration  of 
every  Louisiana  Methodist,  and  I  trust  there  may  be  received  a 
splendid  offering  on  Easter  Sunday. 

Paul  E.  Martin 

Bishop 

Arkansas  Louisiana  Area 


Purpose  Of  The  Home 

The  purpose  of  the  Home  is  to  care  for  homeles's  children.  It 
offers  a  home  to  all  who  are  homeless,  and  assumes  full  responsibility 
for  their  care  and  training.  Children  are  kept  in  the  Home  as  long 
as  is  necessary.  It  endeavors  to  train  girls  and  boys  in  the  Christian 
life,  to  give  the  best  educational  advantages  possible,  and  to  equip 
them  for  life  and  to  train  them  to  become  useful  Christian  citizens. 


Easter  Sunday,  April  1,  offers  us  another  opportunity  of  sharing 
our  blessings  with  the  Home.  Twice  a  year  we  are  called  upon  for 
a  love  offering  toward  this  great  and  worthy  cause.  Our  Children’s 
Home  has  been  in  the  forefront  of  Christian  service  for  over  fifty 
years.  It  has  cared  for  many  hundreds  of  homeless  children.  This 
has  been  made  possible  only  through  the  cooperation  and  help  of  the 
many  thousands  of  Methodists  and  others  throughout  our  Church. 
This  Easter  Sunday  is  set  aside  by  our  Conference .  as  “Children’s 
Home  Day”  throughout  Louisiana  Methodism.  May  we  all  be  as 
generous  as  we  can  on  this  day. 

We  have  been  blessed  with  a  good  year  in  the  Home.  Our  chil¬ 
dren  have  responded  well,  and  their  progress  in  their  school  activities 
as  well  as  the  program  in  the  Home  is  gratifying. 

The  cost  of  living  continues  high.  The  cost  of  operating  an  institu¬ 
tion  as  large  as  the  Home  is  more  than  in  any"-  period  of  existence. 
The  expanded  and  enlarged  program  of  the  Home  has  demanded  more 
workers,  modern  facilities  and  equipment— which  has  resulted  in  a 
general  increase  from  year  to  year  in  maintenance  cost.  May  we  all 
bear  this  fact  in  mind  when  we  make  our  offerings.  If  each  one  will 
give  a  little  more  from  year  to  year  we  will  be  able  to  carry  on  with¬ 
out  financial  embarrassment. 

VC.  B.  White, 
Superintendent 


Easter  Sunday  Offerings  Should  Be  Sent  To 
Rev.  C.  B.  White, 

Superintendent,  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage 
Ruston,  Louisiana 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


Floyd  James,  President 
J.  C.  Ritchie,  Vice-President 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  Sec’y. 
J.  H.  Mays,  Treasurer 
Rev.  G.  W.  Pomeroy 


W.  H.  Brumfield 

Dr.  R.  W.  Vaughan,  D.  D. 

W.  A.  Lewis 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  Ex  Officio 


Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 

Tom  Connell 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Stewart,  Ex  Officio 


G.  Thomas  Frazer 
George  D.  Williams 
Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry 
A.  F.  Lainer 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Laskey 


Louisiana  Methodism  Has  A  Responsibility  For  The  Homeless  Children  Of  Louisiana 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


I 


Saw 


An  Old 


Treasure 

in  the  form  of  a  Bible  Commentary 
published  in  1840.  But  that  is  only 
date  of  the  printing.  The  life  of 
the  scholar,  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  who 
produced  the  mental  and  spiritual 
material  of  the  book  lies  far  back 
of  that.  And  farther  back  into  the 
more  distant  past  reaches  the  long 
line  of  scholars,  thinkers  and  saints 
who  lived  and  worked  before  him. 

I  am  inspired  by  the  soundness  of 
scholarship  and  the  poise  and  beau¬ 
ty  of  spirit  that  this  old  book  shows. 
Many  of  the  ideas  of  the  much 
heralded  present  day  translation 
were  suggested  by  him  over  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago.  I  marvel  at  the  skill  of 
the  printer  and  the  durability  of 
his  work.  After  a  hundred  and  six¬ 
teen  years  the  book  is  still  in  good 
condition  and  I  use  it  nearly  every 
day.  Not  many  of  the  present  day 
best  sellers  are  likely  to  stand  up 
that  well  in  either  thought  or  work¬ 
manship. 

All  of  which  suggests  that  the 
best  of  life  is  not  entirely  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  the  moment.  The  roots  are 
deep  in  the  past.  Nothing  is  nec¬ 
essarily  discarded  because  it  is  old. 
Tennyson’s  remark:  “Time  makes 
ancient  good  uncouth,”  was  not 
spoken  of  all  truth.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  Jesus  said:  “I  have 
not  come  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil.” 
There  is  a  principle  of  immortality 
running  through  all  of  life  —  man’s 
thought,  work  and  character.  For 
man  is  a  living  soul.  Of  course  there 
is  much  that  is  mortal,  falling  a 
victim  to  the  passing  of  time.  That 
is  what  must  be  discarded.  The 
secret  of  stable  progress  is  to  keep 
what  is  good  and  right  and  move 
forward  with  it  to  something  still 
higher.  As  Jesus  put  it:  “Let  the 
dead  past  bury  its  dead,”  but  only 
the  dead.  And  “Come,  follow  me” — 
not  just  any  one  or  anything. 

Jesus  had  a  divine  genius  for  dis¬ 
cerning  the  treasures  of  the  past 
and  creating  the  new  treasures  of 
today.  He  combined  them  into  “new¬ 
ness  of  life.”  He  said:  “Every  scribe 
that  believeth  is  like  a  householder 
that  bringeth  forth  out  of  his  trea¬ 
sure  things  both  old  and  new.” 

We  need  to  exercise  spiritual  dis¬ 
cernment  —  pick  up  the  good  of 
yesterday  and  the  good  of  today 
and  produce  something  better  for 
tomorrow. 


By 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter 


PRESIDENT 

CONGRATULATES  MINISTER 
ON  90TH  BIRTHDAY 


(HNS)  —  The  Rev.  John  Patrick 
Henry  Schweitzer,  pastor  of  the 
Corinthian  Avenue  Presbyterian 
church  in  Philadelphia  for  62  years, 
received  a  telegram  from  President 
H'senhower  congratulating  him  on 
nJs  90th  birthday. 

Please  accept  my  congratulations 
°n  your  long  service  in  the  Presby- 
orian  ministry  and  on  your  forth¬ 
coming  90th  birthday,”  it  said.  “With 
a  I  ypur  friends  who  honor  you,  I 
j°ln  in  warm  best  wishes  for  good 
realth  and  happiness  through  the 
ye£>rs  ahead.” 


^ARCH  29, 1956 


1ST  CHURCH  SEARCY  BUYS 
ADDITIONAL  PROPERTY 

First  Methodist  Church  of  Searcy 
has  exactly  doubled  the  amount  of 
property  its  buildings  are  on  by  the 
purchase  of  adjoining  property  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alf  Angel  of  Searcy. 
The  purchase  was  made  in  order  to 
allow  for  expansion  and  parking 
facilities  which  were  badly  needed 
for  present  use  and  future  develop¬ 
ment.  Purchase  price  was  $43,000. 

The  new  property,  which  lies  di¬ 
rectly  behind  the  present  Education¬ 
al  Building  and  Sanctuary,  gives 
First  Church  possession  of  all  land 
from  street  to  street  and  about  210 
feet  wide.  On  the  new  property,  and 
immediately  behind  the  Educational 
Building,  is  a  large  masonry  build¬ 
ing  containing  about  4,500  feet  of 
floor  space,  all  of  which  can  be  used 
for  Sunday  School  and  Fellowship 
space.  Also  included  is  a  frame 
house  now  being  rented  as  duplex 
apartments. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  to 
convert  the  new  building  into  edu¬ 
cational  space  as  soon  as  possession 
is  obtained  about  April  15th.  The 
Nursery  and  Kindergarten  Depart¬ 
ments  will  occupy  a  large  part  of 
the  building  and  several  adult  class¬ 
es  will  use  it  as  well.  The  dining 
room  and  fellowship  hall  will  be 
moved  to  this  building  and  a  kitchen 
added. 

-Changes  are  also  planned  for  the 
present  Educational  Building,  in¬ 
cluding  the  making  of  a  chapel  to 
seat  100  on  the  first  floor,  a  large 
parlor,  a  library  and  additional  of¬ 
fice  space.  The  third  floor  will  be 
partitioned  and  air-conditioned  to 
provide  for  a  Senior  Department. 

During  the  present  year  First 
Church  has  completed  paying  for  its 
$27,500  parsonage,  purchased  less 
than  two  years  ago,  and  paid  for  the 
air  conditioning  of  the  Sanctuary. 
In  addition  it  invested  $4,500  in 
helping  Grace  Church  get  started. 


DEVIEW  CIRCUIT 
FELLOWSHIP 

The  four  churches  of  the  DeView 
Circuit,  which  consist  of  DeView, 
Fitzhugh,  Wyville  and  Patterson 
Methodist  Churches,  met  at  the  De- 
View  Methodist  Church  Wednesday 
evening,  March  7th,  for  a  fellowship 
meeting. 

Willard  Knight,  of  the  Fitzhugh 
Church,  chairman  of  the  fellowship 
group,  presided  over  the  business 
meeting. 

Worship  service  was  led -by  Rev. 
A.  N.  Storey,  Executive  Secretary 
Town  and  Country  Commission  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  and 
a  former  pastor  of  the  DeView  Cir¬ 
cuit. 

A  free-will  offering  is  taken  at 
each  of  these  meetings  to  be  used 
in  making  repairs  on  our  parsonage. 
Rev.  Orval  Stahl  is  our  pastor. 

The  next  Fellowship  Meeting  will 
be  held  the  first  Wednesday  night 
in  April  at  the  Wyville  Methodist 
Church.  —  Reporter 


Mr.  Schweitzer  is  believed  to  be 
the  oldest  active  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister  in  the  country  and  his  62  years 
with  one  church  also  is  thought  to 
be  a  record. 

He  was  graduated  from  the 
Bloomfield  Theological  Seminary 
and  served  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyt 
terian  church  at  Elmont,  Long  Js- 
land,  N.  Y.,  from  1888  to  1894.  He 
came  to  the  Corinthian  Avenue 
church  in  1894  and  has  been  its 
pastor  ever  since. 


THE  GOLDEN  YEARS 

At  Highland  Church,  Little  Rock, 
there  is  a  special  group  of  sprightly 
ladies,  better  known  as  members 
of  The  Golden  Link  Club.  Organized 
a  few  months  ago  by  members  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  the  club  honors  only  those 
women  who  have  entered  the  era 
often  called  the  “Golden  Years.” 

The  only  qualifying  requirement 
for  membership  in  this  club  is  that 
one  must  be  at  least  sixty-five  years 
young.  Those  who  are  older  than 
the  minimum  requirement,  make 
the  club  all  the  more  interesting. 
The  oldest  “Link”  is  Mrs.  R.  T. 
Williamson,  4011  W.  13th,  now  in 
her  eighty-seventh  year,  yet  she 
manages  to  attend  most  of  the  meet¬ 
ings. 

The  club  meets  at  the  church  one 
afternoon  each  month,  where  mem¬ 
bers  are  entertained  with  a  program. 
Afterward,  games  are  played  and 
refreshments  served,  then  there  is 
a  drawing  for  the  door  prize.  Draw¬ 
ing  for  the  door  prize,  given  by  the 
Fidelis  Sunday  School  Class,  creates 
the  usual  suspense  of  wondering 
who  the  lucky  “Link”  will  be. 

For  many  of  the  “Links”  the  club 
is  their  only  social  activity,  and  it 
has  brought  a  generous  measure  of 
happiness  to  their  lives.  They  both 
treasure  and  enjoy  the  brief  period 
of  fellowship  and  visiting  together 


NEWS  FROM  TIMOTHY 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

Work  on  our  new  parsonage  is 
progressing  nicely  despite  weather 
conditions  at  the  beginning  of  con¬ 
struction.  Yesterday,  March  18,  our 
Church  School  attendance  tied  its 
all-time  record. 

Our  present  pastor,  Rev.  H.  R. 
Nabors,  is  shared  with  West  Side 
Church,  Camden.  Brother  Nabors 
has  been  well  known  in  this  section 
for  many  years.  He  has  taught  school 
and  been  postmaster  in  this  area. 
Under  his  leadership  both  Timothy 
and  West  Side  churches  are  reach¬ 
ing  new  heights  in  interest  and  at¬ 
tendance.  —  Ross  Patterson 


at  the  monthly  meetings.  With  an 
ever  growing  chain  of  forty  enrolled 
Golden  Links,  there  is  an  average 
mohthly  attendance  of  thirty-two 
members. 

Women  of  the  W.S.C.S.  make  up 
the  various  committees  who  put  on 
the  program,  provide  refreshments, 
entertainment  and  transportation 
for  the  club.  This  work,  done  on  a 
voluntary  basis,  has  been  a  reward¬ 
ing  experience.  It  has  brought  plea¬ 
sure  and  happiness  to  all  who  have 
participated,  as  well  as  to  the  gen¬ 
tle,  gracious  ladies  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  Golden  Age. 


Easter  Seals  For  Crippled  Children 


Most  people  would  stop  to  help 
a  crippled  child  if  they  saw  their 
help  was  needed.  The  Easter  Seal 
Drive  gives  people  a  chance  to  help 
even  though-  they  may  not  person¬ 
ally  know  a  crippled  child.  The 
Arkansas  Association  for  the  Crip¬ 
pled  opened  its  Easter  Seal  Drive 
a  few  weeks  ago  and  will  close  it 
April  10.  If  you  have  not  sent  in 
a  donation  since  receiving  your 
Easter  Seals,  there  is  still  time.  Half 
of  w 
help 


where  you  live;  the  other  half  will 
be  used  for  such  state-wide  projects 
as  the  Children’s  Convalescent  Cen¬ 
ter  at  Jacksonville,  Ark.,  where 
nearly  200  crippled  children  were 
treated  and  given  new  hope  for 
life  the  past  year.  Little  Jan  Rhoads, 
3-year-old  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Rhoads  of  Blytheville  was  one 
of  the  patients  at  the  Convalescent 
Center  the  past  year.  Your  donation 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


Essay  Contest  Winner 
Lake  Charles  District 

Barbara  Luttre.ll, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

M.  P.  Luttrell,  DeRidder, 
won  first  place  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District 
Essay  Contest  held  Sun¬ 
day,  March  11  at  the 
Northside  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles. 

She  will  compete  in  the 
State  Finals  April  7  at 
the  First  Methodist 
Church,  in  Alexandria, 

La.  She  was  also  elected 
as  Lake  Charles  District 
Representative  on  the 
State  Council  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship. 

Barbara,  a  Junior  in 
the  DeRidder  High 
School,  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Youth 
Choir,  the  Sunday 
School  and  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Fellowship  of 
the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  DeRidder. 


CARAVAN  TRAINING 
CENTERS 

Summer  brings  long  days,  green 
leaves  and  bright  flowers,  hot  sun¬ 
shine  and  warm  rain — and  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Caravans. 

The  Caravan  Committee  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  expects 
that  by  the  time  the  first  caravan 
training  center  is  held  the  following 
schedule  will  have  been  followed 
by  the  annual  conferences  that  de¬ 
sire  the  help  of  one  or  two  caravans: 

1.  Request  for  caravoan  team  sent 
to  the  Rev.  Harold  W.  Ewing,  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  .  2,  Tennessee. 

2.  Complete  arrangements  made 
for  planning  conferences  of  local 
churches  using  caravan  teams. 

3.  Counselor  secured  and  applica¬ 
tion  sent  to  the  caravan  office  at 
the  above  address. 

4.  Itinerary  for  caravan  complet¬ 
ed  and  sent  to  caravan  office  by 
April  15. 

5.  Caravan  planning  conference 
held  by  May  1. 

Caravan  training  center  dates  and 
places  are:  Southeastern,  June  12- 
22,  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  Midwest,  June  12-22,  South¬ 
western  College,  Winfield,  Kansas; 
West,  June  19-29,  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  North¬ 
east,  June  26-July  6,  West  Virginia 
Wesleyan,  Buckhannon,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia;  Cuba,  June  28-July  8,  Irene 
Toland  College,  Matanzas,  Cuba. 

Youth  under  24  years  of  age,  who 
want  to  help  other  youth  find  a 
greater  joy  in  youth  work,  are  urg¬ 
ed  to  apply  for  places  on  Methodist 
Youth  Caravans,  it  was  said  by  Mr. 
Ewing,  who  is  director  of  the  Youth 
Department,  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation.  Counselors  are  adults  over 
28  years  of  age,  of  mature  Christian 
character,  with  extensive  experi¬ 
ence  in  youth  work. 

Application  blanks  for  the  use  of 
prospective  caravaners  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Wesley  Foundation  direc¬ 
tors,  from  directors  of  religious  life 
on  Methodist  college  campuses, 
from  conference  directors  of  youth 
work,  or  from  Methodist  Youth 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Evangeline 

The  Evangeline  Sub-District,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  young  people  of  Abbe¬ 
ville,  New  Iberia,  and  the  three 
churches  in  Lafayette,  recently  held 
its  Annual  Retreat  in  Longfellow- 
Evangeline  State  Park,  St.  Martin- 
ville.  The  group  met  at  the  park  on 
Friday  evening,  and  enjoyed  a  pic¬ 
nic  supper  under  the  trees.  The  rest 
of  the  evening  was  spent  in  worship 
and  recreation. 

Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district  sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict,  brought  the  evening  message. 
Saturday  morning  was  spent  in  the 
study  of  the  book,  “I  Follow”  with 
Ira  Robinson  and  Howard  Hudson 
instructors. 

A  fried  chicken  lunch  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  F.  L.  St  Cyr,  chairman  of 
the  Commission  on  Education  at 
Davidson  Memorial  Church,  who 
acted  as  mess  sergeant. 

Rev.  Ned  Stout  of  Eunice  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  closing  service. 
A  consecration  service  was  held 
with  each  camper  taking  a  candle 
and  lighting  it  from  a  central  candle 
which  represented  Christ  and  then 
forming  a  friendship  circle.  A  period 
of  silent  prayer  was  held  and  the 
group  sang  “Have  Thine  Own  Way, 
Lord.”  Miss  Dean  O’Oea,  president, 
led  in  the  closing  benediction. 

Around  43  young  people  and 
about  10  members  of  the  staff  reg¬ 
istered. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mention¬ 
ed,  others  in  attendance  were  coun¬ 
selors  from  New  Iberia,  Abbeville, 
Lafayette,  and  Revs.  Fred  Flurry, 
Jerry  Fuller,  E.  P.  Drake,  W.  R. 
Wendt  and  D.  B.  Boddie,  camp 
manager. — D.  B.  Boddie 


Caravans,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee.  Completed  applica¬ 
tions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Harvey 
C.  Brown  at  the  same  address. 

And  the  youth  of  the  church  lift¬ 
ed  up  their  eyes,  and  lo  a  Caravan 
was  coming! 
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The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 


AFFIRMATIONS  OF  EASTER 

The  affirmations  of  Easter  are  to 
be  found  in  the  story  of  the  Em- 
maus  Road  (Luke  24:13-35)  when 
Jesus  walked  with  two  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  and  they  were  unaware  of 
the  identity  of  their  companion  un¬ 
til  he  tarried  with  them  and  broke 
bread  in  the  evening  meal.  Ever 
after  their  friends  heard  them  recall 
how  their  hearts  had  glowed  on 
that  journey  with  Jesus  when  the 
negative  implications  of  defeat  and 
death  were  swallowed  up  in  the 
positive  affirmations  of  victory  and 
life  eternal. 

faster  comes  each  year  to  affirm 
again  that  life  is  worth  ilving.  Life 
had  lost  its  color  for  the  disciples 
on  the  day  of  crucifixion.  Judas 
had  betrayed  Jesus.  Peter  had  de¬ 
nied  him.  All  but  John  had  desert¬ 
ed  the  Lord.  But  Easter  came  to 
bring  its  affirmations  that  answer¬ 
ed  three  basic  questions.  In  reply  to 
the  question,  “Where  does  life  come 
from?”  Easter  tells  us  that  God  is 
the  source  of  life  and  has  endowed 
it  with  an  inherent  significance 
which  all  the  Pilates  and  Herods, 
the  crosses  and  atom  bombs,  can 
never  remove.  Easter  answers  the 
question,  “What  does  life  mean?”, 
by  pointing  to  the  meaning  and 
significance  which  comes  into  life 
because  of  the  coming  of  Jesus  into 
the  world  and  brought  us  the  secret 
that  life  is  the  gift  of  God  and  its 
possessor  has  elements  of  the  divine 
mixed  in  with  the  human.  Easter 
also  points  out  that  life  goes  some¬ 
where.  Here  in  the  reassurance  of 
immortality,  one  can  believe  that 


every  life  has  purpose  and  all  ijf 
is  of  God,  therefore  we  can  belie,/ 
it  tyill  not  be  thrown  to  the  void 

Easter  affirms  that  life  is  eiern 
here  and  now.  Easter  is  not  an  i 
land  in  the  calendar  any  more  tha^ 
it  represents  only  an  experienc 
which  is  not  realized  until  the  da6 
of  death.  We  are  here  reminded  that 
life  is  eternal  beginning  with  it 
creation.  Here  is  an  affirmation  that 
life  is  qualitative  and  not  quantita¬ 
tive.  The  length  of  earthly  days  is 
not  the  measure  of  life’s  value.  But 
rather,  how  closely  do  we  approxi 
mate  the  kind  of  life  Jesus  lived' 
Easter  affirms  that  death  is  not  the 
end  of  life,  but  that  because  0f  I 
Christ,  this  eternal  life  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  continues  from  one  world  on 
into  the  next,  We  should  live  each 
day  as  if  we  believed  our  lives  eter¬ 
nal  here  and  now. 

Finally,  •  Easter  comes  to  affirm 
.that  God  always  has  the  last  word 
The  poet  has  written,  “Earth’s  sad¬ 
dest  day,  earth’s  gladdest  day,  are 
but  one  day  apart.”  The  darkness 
of  Good  Friday  appeared  to  have 
blotted  out  the  brightness  of  God’s 
light.  But  Easter  comes  and  brings 
the  triumph  of  God  over  evil,  of  | 
Christ  over  death,  and  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  over  pagan  infamy.  Here 
is  the  assurance  that  no  apparent 
defeat  can  long  baffle  God’s  eternal 
purpose.  God’s  final  word  is  always  | 
one  of  victory  for  the  life  of  God 
in  the  heart  and  soul  of  man. 

Well,  it  is  my  prayerful  hope  that 
Easter  will  bring  these  affirmations 
once  again  into  your  heart  this  year 
that  you  personally  may  share  the 
joy  of  this  season.  But  more  impor¬ 
tant,  may  you  capture  for  your  life 
the  positive  elements  of  victory  and 
life  which  are  found  at  the  heart 
of  the  Easter  faith! 


See  India  in  1956  on  a 
Methodist  Centenary  Tour 


(Tours  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
Travel  arrangements  by  the  Amer- 


This  is  your  chance  to  see 
romantic,  historic  India 
from  a  Christian  perspec¬ 
tive.  Join  others  who  will 
be  going  on  a  METHODIST 
CENTENARY  TOUR  this 
fall  to  see  the  fruits  of  100 
years  of  Methodist  missions 
'In  India  and  to  help  Indian 
Methodists  celebrate  the 
centennial  of  their  Church. 

TOUR  DATES: 

No.  2 — Sept.  29  to  Nov.  27 
No.  3 — Oct.  19  to  Nov.  21 

For  further  information, 
write: 

Northeastern  and 
Southern  States — 

Dr.  Karl  K.  Quimby 
150  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  11,  N.Y. 

South  Central  States — 

Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf 
809  Colcord  Bldg. 

15  N.  Robinson  Street 
Oklahoma  City  2,  Okla. 

North  Central  States — 

Dr.  Harold  Neel 
310  McCullouch  Blvd. 
Muncie,  Indiana 


ican  Express  Travel  Service.) 


Western  States — 

Dr.  Frank  S.  Williams 
125  E.  Sunset  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles  12,  Calif- 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Little  Rock’s  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 

>  •.  / /  .  Youm  LIKE 

v\v\\  Sterling’s  Goods 

Vl-  ^  and  Service! 

-  aftS  fcffl  fe  t  -««1  X  *%.  .<4 


^^acEiMFinrinriaflil  'j 


—— —  Department  Store  \^j 

Itifo  *  CAPITOL  AVENUE  AT  CENTER  * 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 


REPORT  FOR  FEBRUARY,  1956 


want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
ihp  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
*1  iT have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
tfts  to  the  Home  during  the  month  of 

^utiles'^Class’  No.  1,  First  Methodist 
“rhurch  Little  Rock— basketballs 
...  rhas  R.  Baber.  Veterans  Administra- 
“L n  Building.  North  Little  Rock— candy 
i c  Robert  LaGrone,  Hope— clothing 
}“*•  Rav  Fulmer,  Pulaski  Heights  Meth- 
Church— clothing 

Kenneth  Jones,  Almyra  Methodist  Church 
^  TV  set  % 

.'nation  Drug  Store,  Little  Rock— tickets 
fnr  the  "Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Mrs  Daniel  Woods,  Little  Rock— mattress, 
soring  and  clothing 

Bruce  R.  Anderson,  Little  Rock — tickets 
fnr  the  "Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 
TeVminix  Co.,  Little  Rock— tickets  for  the 
"Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Knight  Cashion,  Little  Rock— tickets  for 
the  "Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Aimyra  Methodist  Church  W.  S.  C.  S. — 

Arkansas  Medical  and  Hospital  Service, 
Inc.,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  "Hollywood 
Varieties  Show” 

Daniel  Variety  Store,  Little  Rock— tickets 
for  "Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Milner  Pontiac  Co.,  Little  Rock— tickets 
for  "Holly  Varieties  Show” 

Winfield  Methodist  Church— large  quantity 
of  hot  dogs 

Friendly  S.S.  Class  of  the  Winfield  Meth¬ 
odist  Church— birthdays  gifts  for  Febru- 

ary 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Clark,  First  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock  —  athletic 
equipment 

Cordell’s,  Little  Rock— tickets  for  "Holly¬ 
wood  Varieties  Show" 

W.  B  Putnam  Real  Estate,  Little  Rock- 
tickets  for  "Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 


First  Church,  El  Dorado  .  30.00 

Miscellaneous  Collections  .  339.92 


T„_. * r  cnurcn  . 

junior  High  Dept.,  Hope  First  Ch . 

Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

AriJrBt  Church,  El  Dorado  . 

Advance  S.  S.  Class, 

march  29, 1956 


Total  . $1,367.08 

CONNOR  MOREHEAD,  Supt. 
(Continued  next  week) 


CASH  DONATIONS 

Heber  Springs  Methodist  Church 

Friendly  S.  S.  Class  . $  30.00 

Yancey  S.  S.  Class,  Marianna  . 

Church  .  10.00 

North  Arkansas  Conference-  .  140.63 

Gleaners  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  . 10.00 

Gibson  Bible  Class, 

Russellville  Church  .  6.00 

Torch  Bearers  Class, 

Dardanelle  Church  .  5.00 

Cabot  Methodist  Church  W.  S.  C.  S.  10.00 
Service  Class,  First  Ch.,  El  Dorado  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Hines,  Crossett  .  5.00 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson, 

Camden  First  Church  .  10.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Church  .  10.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class,  Vantrease 

Church,  El  Dorado  .  5.00 

Couples  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  .  20.00 

Couples  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  .  20.00 

Jett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Church  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  Class,  Rector 

First  Church  .  10.00 

Harmony  Class, 

Little  Rock  First  Church  .  10.00 

Lexa-Telfore  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Church  .  10.00 

Frost  Bible  Class, 

First  Church,  Texarkana,  Ark .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  J.  Foster, 

First  Church,  El  Dorado  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Ross, 

Cabot  Church  .  10.00 

Hanks  Wesley  Bible  Class', 

Helena  First  Church  .  10.00 

me  Esthers  Class,  Siloam 

Springs  Church  .  10.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Church  . 5.00 

Brewster  Bible  Class,  Wynne  Ch .  10.00 

Anonymous  10.00 

Ir®e  Hunt  Class,  St.  Paul 

Church,  Ft.  Smith  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  Class,  Washington 
Ave.  Church,  North  Little  Rock  ....  10.00 
Progressive  Sunday  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

First  Church,  Texarkana  .  10.00 

wr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers, 

First  Church,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

AnonymoUS  .  10.00 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Perryville  Church  .  10.00 

Builders  Class,  First  Church, 

Little  Rock  .  10.00 

6R°wship  Class,  Henderson 

^hurch,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

MeMthodist  Men’s  Bible  Class, 

Nashville  Church  .  10.00 

BUtle  Rock  Conference  .  389.70 

n  .  ,ames  C.  Trice, 

Brinkley  Church  .  60.00 

7wn2  Mrs-  Chas-  V.  Ross  .  12.83 

ruth  Seekers  Class, 

Helena  First  Church 


CHRIST  IS  RISEN— FOR 
WHAT? 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
Christ's  Earthly  Life  Made 
"\  Every  Christian's  Pattern 

But  once  again.  For  what  is  Christ 
risen?  The  answer  is:  Christ  is  risen 
that  His  earthly  life  might  hemme 
the  abiding  pattern  for  every  Chris¬ 
tian  life. 

The  words  and  spirit  of  the  Halle¬ 
lujah  Chorus  are  gloriously  true. 
Christ  is,  in  very  truth,  “King  of 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lerds.”  True  is 
it  also  that  “He  shall  reign  for  ever 
and  ever.”  A  majestic,  omnipotent 
Christ  is  the  Central  fact,  the  adam¬ 
antine  pivot  of  history.  The  Risen 
One  is  no  merely  immortal  spirit; 
He  is  no  benignly  beneficent  ghost; 
He  is  the  organ  of  almighty  power 
and  wisdom  for  the  future  life  of 
mankind. 

Christians  are  called  to  be 
“Christ’s  men  and  women.”  That  is 
their  vocation.  But  how  shall  they 
know  what  Christ  is  like  if  they 
are  to  follow  Him  and  obey  His 
imperious  mandate  to  make  dis¬ 
ciples  of  all  nations?  He  is  the 
Christ  of  Judea  and  Galilee;  He  is 
the  Christ  of  the  conversations  and 
friendships  recorded  in  the  gospels. 
The  Risen  Christ  does  not  cease  to 
be  in  spirit  what  he  always  was,  the 
lover  of  simple  people  and  the 
Saviour  of  the  lost.  He  is  the  Christ 
of  the  little  acts  of  kindness  and  the 
mighty  acts  of  healing.  Above  all 
He  is  the  Christ  of  matchless  faith 
in  God.  The  resurrection  has  sancti¬ 
fied  these  forever  and  made  then 
the  pattern  and  norm  for  Christian 
thought  and  behavior. 

The  power  of  the  resurrection  is 
bestowed  -upon  Christians  in  order 
that  they  may  be  inspired  in  the 
pattern  of  Christ’s  earthly  life.  All 
those  odds  and  ends  in  His  life 
which  seem  to  build  up  to  no  climax, 


those  chances  and  changes  that  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  gospel  narrative,  the 
choices  He  had  to  make,  the  tempta¬ 
tions  He,  had  to  face,  the  conversa¬ 
tions  He  held  with  plain  people,  His 
saving  encounters  with  seeking 
souls,  His  communion  with  the 
Father,  these  all  become  the  very 
stuff  out  of  which  the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  formed. 

Because  Christ  is  risen  there  can 
be  no  permanent  antinomy  between 
self-realization  and  the  good  of  all. 
For  that  reason  the  communist  view 
of  society  is  wrong.  There  will  al¬ 
ways  be,  however,  a  place  in  life 
for  holy  anger  and  a  blazing  de¬ 
votion  to  justice.  In  the  figure  of 
the  Christ,  before  whose'  flaming 
eye  and  uplifted  lash  irreverent  and 
avaricious  men,  betrayers  of  true 
religion  and  exploiters  of  simple 
folk  scurried  out  of  the  temple,  the 
symbol  and  hope  of  ultimate  justice 
stands  boldly  forth. 

He  who  through  devotion  to  ^  the 
Risen  Christ  “seeks  those  things 
which  are  above”  will  continue  to 
be  concerned  over  the  welfare  of  all 
people,  as  individuals  and  as  groups. 
He  will  recognize  the  dignity  of  the 
humblest  human  personality.  He 
will  not  allow  society  or  the  state 
to  exploit  men  and  women  for  pure¬ 
ly  collective  gain  or  progress.  He 
will  be  a  crusader  for  the  proposi¬ 
tion  that  souls  are  more  important 
than  civilizations,  and  will  proclaim 
that  a  civilization  must  be  judged 
by  the  spiritual  quality  of  the  people 
it  produces.  Christianity  itself,  as  a 
religion,  must  also  be  judged  by  the 
contribution  it  makes  to  the  devel¬ 
opment  o?  persons  in  whom  the  spir¬ 
it  of  the  cross  and  the  power  of  the 
resurrection  are  equally  real  and 
regnant. 

What  is  more  needed  than  any¬ 
thing  else  in  the  Christian  church 
in  our  time  is  an  experience  of  what 
it  means  to  enter  into  union  with 
the  crucified  and  risen  Christ.  It 
is  a  paradox  of  Christian  faith,  but 
a  reality  of  Christian  experience, 
that  the  Living  Lord,  He  who  “sit- 
teth^on  the  right  hand  of  God  the 
Father  Almighty,”  lives  also  on  the 
frontiers  of  earth. 

The  Lordship  of  Christ  must  begin 
in  the  soul  of  the  individual  Chris¬ 
tian  .before  it  can  become  real  in 
the  church  or  in  society.  No  word 
that  Paul  spoke,  no  affirmation  of 
faith  that  he  made,  needs  to  be  re-' 
covered  with  such  urgency  as  this: 
“Christ  lives  in  me.”  This  is  the 
Christ  of  Galilee  and  Golgotha,  the 
things  for  the  Church  which  is  His 
Body.” 


CALL  OR  SEE  FRED  KELLEY 

about  insurance  on  your  home,  car, 
or  furniture.  Agent  for  Old  Line 
Co.’s.  NLR  REALTY,  312  E.  Broad¬ 
way,  No.  Little  Rock,  FR  2-1848. 


CAREER  OPPORTUNITY 
STARTING  SALARY  as  high  as  $700  de¬ 
pendent  upon  qualifications,  plus  bonus  for 
executive  type  man  to  represent  large 
Eastern  corporation.  Seven  weeks  intensive 
training  in  Home  Office  with  salary  and 
expenses  paid  as  part  of  intensive  two 
year  training  program.  College  Degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  No  traveling,  must  be  established 
resident  of  Arkansas,  28-45,  married,  am¬ 
bitious,  capable  of  assuming  responsibility. 
In  requesting  interview,  please  include 
brief  personal  history  and  record  of  busi¬ 
ness  success.  All  replies  strictly  confi¬ 
dential.  Send  replies  to: 

Mrs.  Jacklin  Purtle, 

801  Wallace  Building, 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


SPEAK,  SING  or  SELL 
With  POWER! 

New,  amazing  SUBCONSCIOUS  METH¬ 
OD  for  EFFECTIVE  SPEAKING,  IM¬ 
PROVED  SINGING  and  MASTER 
SALESMANSHIP. 

Works  wonders.  Easy.  Pleasant. 
Guaranteed.  For  details,  address 
GOLDEN  PLAINS,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  765 
Chicago  90,  Illinois 


G  O  W  N  S 

•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
■  tfl  Headquarters  for 

RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


WRITE  DEPT  JL  FOR  CATALOG  I 


itional 


CHURCH  GOODS 
SUPPLY  COMPANY 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 

ALL-STATE  SUPPLY.  INC. 

1401  W.  Capitol  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


10.00 

10.00 

8.00 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

L««*on  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, ”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  the  U.S.A. 

“THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT” 

LESSON  FOR  APRIL  8,  1956 
MEMORY  SELECTION :  “You  shall  receive  power 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you;  and  you  shall  be 
my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria 
and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.’’ — Acts  1:8 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts  1:6-- 
8;  Acts  2:22-33. 


This  is  the  beginning  of  four- 
lessons  UNIT  IX:  “EMPOWER¬ 
MENT  FOR  HARD  TASKS.”  The 
general  aim  of  the  unit  is  “To  lead 
adults  to  discover  the  need  for  di¬ 
vine  empowerment,  to  wait  for  that 
power,  and  to  put  it  to  use  for  God’s 
glory.”  This  aim  is  found  in  The 
Adult  Student.  As  we  study  all  four 
of  these  lessons  it  will  be  well  to 
keep  this  aim  in  mind. 

The  theme  of  our  lesson  today  is 
“The  Church  and  the  Holy  Spirit.” 
Again,  we  are  indebted  to  The 
Adult  Student  for  a  very  clear  aim 
of  this  particular  lesson:  “To  lead 
adults  to  seek  divine  empowerment 
for  Christian  living.”  If  this  aim  is 
attained  the  lesson  will  be  worth¬ 
while.  There  is  no  greater  need  than 
divine  power  for  Christian  living. 
One  of  the  great  problems  of  our 
day  is  the  fact  that  modern  disciples 
try  to  live  the  Christian  life  with¬ 
out  divine  help.  This  can  never  be 
done. 

Our  lesson  last  week  had  to  do 
with  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord. 
Christ  conquered  death  and  came 
back  from  the  tomb.  This  means 
that  we  are  worshiping  a  living 
Lord  and  not  a  dead  Jesus.  Since 
he  is  alive  he  can  be  ^vith  and  in 
his  followers.  This  is  exactly  what 
he  promised  to  do.  He  went  on  to 
say  to  them  “I  will  not  leave  you 
comfortless;  I  will  come  to  you.” 
He  went  away  visibly  in  order  that 
he  might  return  spiritually.  No 
longer  is  he  limited  by  time  and 
space.  He  is  present  with  all  of  his 
followers  all  over  the  world  at  one 
and  the  same  time.  One  can  readily 
see  how  this  last  lesson  of  Unit  VIII 
ties  directly  into  the  four  lessons 
of  unit  IX.  The  Lord  is  alive  and 
with  us  and  that  is  where  we  get 
our  divine  power. 

A  Look  Ai  The  Scriptures 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr. 
Luke  is  the  author  of  the  Gospel 
that  bears  his  name  and  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles;  one  is  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  other.  The  Gospel  closes 
with  the  account  of  the  visible  as¬ 
cension  of  the  Lord  and  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles  begins  with  his 
spiritual  return. 

This  idea  of  the  spiritual  return 
of  the  Lord  is  used  advisedly.  The 
writer  realizes  that  the  promise  was 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  would  come, 
and  he  believes  in  the  personality 
of  the  Spirit,  but  it  is  always  best 
when  we  come  to  think  of  either 
the  Father  or  the  Spirit  to  think  of 
them  in  terms  of  Christ.  This  is 
true  because  Christ  came  in  the 
flesh  as  a  revelation  of  God  in  his 
fullness.  There  were  certain  things 
about  God  the  Father  and  God  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  we  could  have 
never  understood  had  not  Christ 
come  in  the  flesh.  It  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  Christ  said  to  Phillip, 
“He  who  has  seen  m&,  has  seen  the 
Father.”  The  very  same  thing  is 


true  with  regards  to  the  Holy 
Spirit.  God  the  Father  was  in  Christ 
revealing  himself  to  the  world,  and 
in  the  same,  manner  Christ  is  in  the 
Holy  Spirit  bringing  salvation  to 
all  who  foresake  their  sins  and  trust 
in  him.  Paul,  Luke,  and  John  in 
their  writings  in  the  Bible  use  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
interchangeably.  In  II  Corinthians 
3:17  Paul  goes  on  to  say,  “Now  the 
Lord  is  the  Spirit,  and  where  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  free¬ 
dom.”  Again  in  Romans  8:9  we  read 
“But  you  are  not  in  the  flesh,  you 
are  in  the  Spirit,  if  the  Spirit  of 
God  really  dwells  in  you.  Anyone 
who  does  not  have  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  does  not  belong  to  him.” 

We  could  give  many  more  pas¬ 
sages  but  these  are  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  Spirit  of  God,  the 
Spirit,  of  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
are  used  interchangeably.  These 
Three  so  fully  agree  in  One  that 
to  have  any  One  means  to  have  all 
Three.  So,  the  writer  prefers  to 
always  think  of  God  in  terms  of  his 
revelation  in  Christ.  He  is  encour¬ 
aged  to  do  so  by  Colossians  2:9,  “For 
in  him  the  whole  fullness  of  deity 
dwells  bodily,  and  you  have  to  come 
to  fullness  of  life  in  him,  who  is  the 
head  of  all  rule  and  authority.” 

The  printed  portion  of  our  lesson 
text  begins  with  the  idea  of  Christ 
telling  his  disciples  to  tarry  in  Jer¬ 
usalem  until  the  Holy  Spirit  came 
upon  them.  They  then  raised  a  ques¬ 
tion  that  until  after  Pentecost  was 
always  uppermost  in  their  minds: 
“Lord,  will  you  at  this  time  restore 
the  kingdom  to  Israel?” 

The  risen  Lord  had  a  world-vision, 
but  his  disciples  were  still  thinking 
in  narrow  nationalistic  terms.  They 
could  not  get  the  idea  out  of  their 
minds  that  Jesus  was  anything  other 
than  a  Jewish  Messiah.  They  felt 
that,  he  would  sit  on  the  throne  of 
David  and  bring  the  Jewish  nation 
to  the  political  fore  front  of  the 
world.  He  gently  rebuked  them  here 
by  telling  them  that  they  were  to 
be  witnesses  to  him  not  only  in 
Jerusalem  and  Judea,  but  also  to 
Samaria  and  out  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  His  Kingdom  was  not  to  be 
a  material  regime;  not  to  be  of  this 
world,  but  its  influence  was  to  reach 
every  nation  in  the  world.  After 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  the  dis¬ 
ciples  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  they 
also  had  this  world-vision. 

The  next  printed  portion  of  the 
text  (Acts  2:22-33)  comes  after  the 
120  had  been  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  these  people  had  been  in  the 
Upper  Room  in  a  ten  days’  prayer¬ 
meeting  prior  to  this  great  exper¬ 
ience.  Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus 
was  present.  This  is  the  last  time 
she  is  mentioned  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment. 

The  Holy  Spirit  came  in  forked 
tongues  of  fire  on  all  these  people 


and  they  immediately  rushed  out 
into  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  to  bear 
testimony  to  what  had  happened. 
Soon  a  large  crowd  was  assembled. 
Jews  apd  proselytes  had  come  to 
Jerusalem  from  many  countries  to 
this  Feast  of  Pentecost,  or  as  it  was 
sometimes  called  the  harvest-feast 
of  first-fruits.  The  crowd  represent¬ 
ed  people  who  spoke  fifteen  differ¬ 
ent  languages.  A  miracle  was  per¬ 
formed.  All  the  speakers  that  day 
were  Galileans  who  spoke  but  one 
language  and.  yet  all  the  bearers 
heard  them  in  their  own  tongues, 
or  languages. 

We  are  told  that  many  of  the 
people  marveled  at  what  took  place 
on  this  occasion.  They  realized  that 
these  people  were  all  Galileans  and 
yet  they  heard  them  speak  in  fifteen 
different  languages.  Some  mocking¬ 
ly  declared  that  this  was  no  miracle 
but  that  these  men  were  drunk.  An 
explanation  was  in  order.  Peter, 
who  was  usually  the  spokesman  of 
the;group,  stood  up  to  speak. 

Peter’s  sermon  on  this  occasion 
was  very  short.  He  began  his  mes¬ 
sage  by  telling  them  about  Jesus. 
He  reminded  them  that  God  had 
borne  testimony  to  the-  claims  of 
Jesus  by  giving  him  miraculous 
power.  In  spite  of  all  the  mighty 
works  that  Christ  had  done  and  the 
good  that  he  had  accomplished  he 
was  put  to  death  by  Gentile  soldiers. 
Peter  called  them  “lawless  men.” 
That  is,  they  were  not  under  the 
law  of  Moses. 

Peter  then  gave  quite  a  lengthy 
quotation  from  David.  From  this 
quotation  Peter  was  proving  that 
Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead.  He 
quoted  David  as  saying  “For  thou 
wilt  not  abandon  my  soul  to  Hades, 
nor  let  thy  Holy  One  see  corrup¬ 
tion.”  Then  speaking  further  about 
David  he  had  this  to  say:  “Being 
therefore  a  prophet,  and  knowing 
that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath 
to  him  that  he  would  set  one  of 
his  descendants  upon  his  throne,  he 
foresawe  and  spoke  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ,  that  he  was  not 
abandoned  to  Hades,  nor  did  his 
flesh  see  corruption.” 

The  idea  oL  a  dead  Messiah  was 
a  contradiction  of  terms  in  the  minds 
of  all  the  Jews  who  had  not  come 
under  the  influence  of  the  teachings 
of  Christ.  When  they,  saw  him  dead 
on  the  cross  they  felt  that  that  re¬ 
futed  his  claim  to  Messiahship.  In 
this  message  Peter  declared  that 
God  had  raised  Christ  from  the 
dead.  His  Messiahship  did  not  end 
on  the  cross.  God  had  brought  him 
back  to  life  to  verify  the  promise  he 
had  made  to  David  that  one  of  his 
descendants  would  sit  on  his  throne. 
David,  being  a  prophet,  had  predic¬ 
ted  that  this  very  thing  would  hap¬ 
pen. 

The  early  Christians  were  in  the 
habit  of  quoting  copiously  from  the 
Old  Testament  to  prove  the  truth 
of  their  teachings  concerning  Christ 
and  his  work.  The  Gospel  by  Mat¬ 
thew  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
are  literally  filled  with  such  quota¬ 
tions. 

The  Christian  religion  is  a  reli¬ 
gion  of  power.  It  stands  head  and 
shoulders  above  all  other  religions 
at  this  point.  All  the  so-called  world 
religions  had  great  founders  who 
taught  wonderful  moral  truths.  They 
died  and  all  that  was  left  to  their 
followers  were  these  truths.  Christ 
taught  even  greater  truths  than  did 
these  men.  He  also  died,  but  he 
came  back  in  Spirit  to  live  in  the 
bodies  of  his  followers  and  assist 
them  in  living  up  to  the  truths  he 
taught.  This  makes  Christianity  the 
most  powerful  force  in  all  the  world. 


An  Age  of  Power  I 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  Povv 
That  fact  is  so  obvious  that  v/' 
very  little  space  is  needed  to  <}-Ut 
cuss  it.  There  is  added  power  S 
transportation,  communication,  a  ^ 
creation.  Large  machines  are 
used  to  do  the  work  formerly  do* 
by  hundreds  of  men.  There  is  a]ne 
power  for  destruction.  The  hurtia° 
race  now  has  within  its  keeping  thl 
power  for  its  own  destruction. b  5 

The  greatest  power  on  earth  i 
the  power  of  God.  One  has  only  to 
glance  around  at  the  universe  to  b 
convinced  of  this  fact.  God  not  only 
has  creative  and  sustaining  power 
but  he  has  transforming  power’ 
Some  one  has  said  that  down 
through  the  ages,  human  nature  jn 
the  rough,  has  remained  the  same 
People  are  still  greedy  and  selfish 
and  cruel.  There  is  still  in  peopie 
a  lot  of  inhumanity  to  man.  There 
is  a  power,  however,  that  can 
change  human  nature;  a  power  that 
can  make  a  bad  person  good;  it  js 
the  power  of  God.  It  is  found  in 
the  Gospel  of  Chrsit.  Paul  was  right 
when  he  said,  “I  am  not  ashamed 
of  the  gospel:  is  is  the  power  of 
God  for  salvation  for  every  one  who 
has  faith.” 

Saul  of  Tarsus,  the  greatest  perse- 
cutor  of  the  early  Christians,  re¬ 
ceived  this  power  and  he  went  out 
to  become  the  Apostle  Paul;  the 
greatest  single  product  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion.  Sam  Hadley  received 
this  power  and  he  was  transformed 
from  an  alcoholic  to  a  great  preach¬ 
er  and  Christian  worker.  -Jerry  Mc¬ 
Cauley  who  was  a  criminal  of  the 
deepest  dye  received  this  power 
while  in  prison  and  he  began  to 
work  among  his  fellow  criminals. 
Later  he  was  freed  and  he  became 
the  greatest  fire-brand  for  right¬ 
eousness  in  the  slum  sections  of  our 
cities  that  this  country  has  ever 
produced.  John  Wesley  preached  for 
thirteen  years  with  but  very  little 
results.  He  then  had  his  heart 
strangely  warmed  and  went  out 
from  that  experience  to  become  one 
of  the  greatest  evangelists  since  the 
days  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  He  found¬ 
ed  the  Methodist  Church  and  saw 
to  it  that  it  was  born  in  the  midst 
of  a  revival  of  religion.  The  people 
called  Methodists  must  never  lose 
the  power  that  comes  from  the 
warm  heart  and  the  changed  life. 

Seeking  Divine  Power  f 

The  biggest  question  of  our  les¬ 
son  is  “Why  should  people  seek 
divine  power?”  Several  reasons 
might  be  mentioned.  People  should 
seek  this  power  because  they  need 
it  to  overcome  the  temptations  of 
life.  They  should  seek  it  that  they 
might  build  in  themselves  and  assist 
in  building  in  others  Chrsit-like 
character.  The  greatest  and  most 
lasting  structure  in  the  universe  is 
such  character.  People  should  seek 
this  power  in  order  that  they  might 
render  helpful  service  to  others. 
They  should  seek  it  in  order  that 
they  might  work  with  the  living 
presence  of  Christ  in  building  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  They 
should  seek  this  power  that  they 
might  have  the  courage  to  face  all 
the  problems,  difficulties,  disap¬ 
pointments,  diseases,  troubles,  anct 
sorrows  of  life. 

This  power  is  found  through  a  fa11 
and  complete  surrender  of  all  °ne 
is  and  has  into  the  care  and  keep¬ 
ing  of  Christ.  This  surrender  in‘ 
eludes  time,  talents,  training,  311 
material  possessions.  When  these 
along  with  self,  are  all  placed  nP°” 
the  altar  of  sacrifice  to  be  used  i° 
the  good  of  others  the  power  3 
God  comes  into  the  individual’s  n 
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APRIL  PRAYER  VIGIL 
SCHEDULE 
ANNOUNCED 


Assignments  of  local  church  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  the  Prayer  Life 
Movement  Prayer  Vigil  for  April 
have  been  announced  by  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  Bunkie  pastor  and  chairman 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Evangelism,  which  is  sponsoring 


the  program. 

The  vigil  which  began  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  will  continue  until  the 
Louisiana  ConfA’ence  on  May  29.  At 
least  two  people  are  in  prayer  at 
the  altar  of  some  church  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  during  the  five-month  period. 

;  (In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date.) 

March  31-April  1 — DeQuincy,  A.  A.  Mc- 
Knight 

April  1-2 — Hef Un-Brushwood,  E.  W.  Sandel 
April  2-3 — Homer,  Donald  M.  Risinger; 

St.  Mark’s,  N.  O.,  T.  O.  Carlstrom 
April  3-4 — Jonesboro,  George  W.  Damersn 
April  4-5 — Lisbon,  S.  Percy  Emanuel 
April  5-6 — Benton,  L.  A.  Carrington;  Kin¬ 
der,  Raymond  B.  Crofoot 
April  6-7 — First  Church,  Minden,  Dan  R. 
Robinson 

April  7-8 — Pine  Grove-Pleasant  Valley, 
George  L.  Cagle;  Berwick,  Arby  W. 
Goody 

April  8-9  —  Caddo  Heights,  Shreveport, 
George  W.  Ross 

April  9-10— HoUy  Ridge,  J.  C.  Wallace 
April  10-11 — Mer  Rouge,  L.  S.  Jones 
April  11-12 — Columbia,  W.  C.  Barham 
April  12-13 — Sicily  Island,  J.  J.  Davis 
April  13-14 — Stone  Avenue,  Monroe,  L.  L. 
Yeager;  Cameron-Grand  Chenier,  Virgil 
M.  Culpepper 

April  14-15 — Kentwood,  Garland  C.  Dean, 

Jr. 

April  15-16 — Winbourne  Avenue,  Baton 
Rouge,  Albert  A.  Collins 
April  16-17 — Ingleside,  Baton  Rouge,  W.  R. 
Irving,  Jr. 

April  17-18 — First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.;  Whitehall,  W.  P.  Cas¬ 
sells 

April  18-19— Magnolia,  C.  J.  T.  Cotten; 

Trinity,  Ruston,  Jolly  B.  Harper 
April  19-20 — Zachary,  James  W.  Ailor 
April  20-21 — Blackwater,  A.  G.  Taylor 
April  21-22— Fisher  Charge,  E.  W.  Corley 
April  22-23 — Broadland-Pine  Grove,  Alvin 
P.  Smith 

April  23-24 — Tulane  Wesley  Foundation, 
one-half  day,  C.  H.  SneUing,  Jr.;  Eighth 
Street,  N.  O.,  one-half  day 
April  24-25 — Jefferson,  N.  O.,  Ted.  T. 

Howes;  Claiborne,  Falcon  L.  Hearne 
April  25-26 — Kenner,  M.  David  Felder; 

Dodson-New  Hope,  L.  Grafton  Shaw 
April  26-27 — Hall  Summitt,  Flovd  M.  Dur¬ 
ham 


April  27-28— Pleasant  Hill,  M.  C.  Cady 
April  28-29 — Thibodaux,  Robert  R.  Miller 
29-30— Houma  Heights,  Rex  Squyres 
April  30-May  1— Rayne,  D.  T.  Williams 


Patriotism 

Americans  are  not  especially 
n°ted  for  being  reticent,  but  most 
seem  reluctant  to  talk  about  their 
eelings  for  their  country.  They 
save  such  sentiments  to  orators  and 
®  itorial  writers.  Deep  down  inside, 
eY  do  have  feelings  of  intense 
iide  and  affection  for  their  country. 
1  ence  breeds  apathy  —  and  the 
reatest  danger  that  confronts  our 
3  'on  today  is  the  apathy  of  its 
'zens.  It  is  time  for  each  of  us 
’  speak  out  about  the  basic  things 
'  country  stands  for — such  things 
self-respect,  self-reliance,  and  in- 
Et-pif  A1  responsibility.  .  .  A  very 
American  once  said  that  “to 
ky  silence  when  they  should 
out  makes  cowards  of  men.” — 
Ollm  Edmunds,  educator 


CONSECRATION  AND  CORNERSTONE 
LAYING  CEREMONIES  AT  OPELOUSAS 


Centenary  Receives 
Grants  For  Laboratories 

Several  new  science  laboratories 
are  being  equipped  at  Centenary 
College  through  a  grant  of  $15,000 
from  the  Esso  Foundation  and  $10,- 
000  from  the  Greater  Centenary 
Development  Fund. 

The  geology,  chemistry  and  biolo¬ 
gy  departments  will  benefit  from 
the  project,  now  under  way  in  the 
Science  Building  on  the  campus. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  the  $25,000  project 
is  in  keeping  with  the  development 
program  for  the  college  and  is  in¬ 
dicative  of  increased  interest  in 
science  on  the  part  of  students. 

Dr.  John  B.«,Entriken,  head  of 
the  chemistry  department,  said 
Room  301  of  the  Science  Building 
is  being  equipped  with  three  16-foot 
student  laboratory  desks,  16  feet  of 
fume  hoods,  a  special  wash  table, 
additional  instruments  and  special¬ 
ized  equipment.  The  electrochemical 
roorir-also  will  have  new  work  tables 
installed. 

The  geology  department,  headed 
by  Prof.  C.  A.  Hickcox,  will  have 
two  completely  equipped  labora¬ 
tories  in  Rooms  101  and  116  of  the 
Science  Building. 

Dr.  Mary  Warters,  head  of  the 
biology  department,  said  Room  211 
is  being  equipped  as  a  laboratory 
for  that  department.  Special  tables, 
each  equipped  with  sinks,  running 
water,  gase  and  electricity,  are  be¬ 
ing  installed  there,  and  special  cab¬ 
inets  and  drawers  will  provide 
storage  space. 

The  expanded  and  modernized 
facilities  will  enable  all  three  de¬ 
partments  to  offer  additional  cour¬ 
ses.' 


Recreation  Workshop 
For  Ruston  District 

The  Ruston  District  will  have  a 
Recreation  Workshop  at  Caney  Lake 
on  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  13- 
14,  according  to  Rev.  Byrl  More¬ 
land,  District  Youth  Director.  He 
says:  “We  discovered  through  a  sur¬ 
vey  taken  some  months  ago  that 
one  of  the  greatest  needs  in  our 
district  is  a  better  recreation  pro¬ 
gram.  There  are  never  enough  lead¬ 
ers  to  supply  our  camps,  our  Sub- 
Districts,  and,  perhaps  more  vitally, 
our  own  local  churches.  And,  since 
recreation  is  an  essential  factor  in 
the  effectiveness  of  the  youth  pro¬ 
gram,  we  are  giving  this  opportunity 
for  the  adults  and  youth  to  learn 
more  about  it.” 

Mr.  Moreland  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  leaders  for  groups  in  the 
Workshop:  Rev.  Dan  Robinson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  will  lead  in  the  use  of  folk 
games;  Rev.  Ben  Youngblood,  Min¬ 
ister  of  Education  at  Mangum  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  will  have  charge  of  a  group 
who  want  to  learn  how  to  plan 
parties,  banquets,  party  games,  etc.; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  assistant  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  will  work  with  a  group-  on 
the  use  of  informal  drama,  skits  and 
stunts,  and  Mr.  Moreland  will  work 
with  a  group  in  learning  how  to  use 
singing  in  the  Youth  Fellowship. 


The  cornerstone  for  the  new  $130,- 
000  Methodist  Church  at  Opelousas 
was  laid  on  Sunday,  March  11,  with 
Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lafayette  District, 
in  charge  of  the  consecration  and 
cornerstone-laying  ceremonies.  Rev. 
R.  E.  Walton,  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  Dr.  Robert  H.  Harper  of  Golden 
Meadow,  assisted  in  the  services.  It 
was  under  Dr.  Harper’s  pastorate 
that  the  educational  building  was 
completed. 

The  new  church  culminates  a 
building  program  that  included  a 
$68,000  educational  building  which 
has  been  in  use  since  1950. 

The  church  is  so  constructed  that 
it  connects  with  the  educational 
building  by  an  annex  that  houses 
the  church  parlors,  pastor’s  study, 
secretary’s  office,  choir  room,  and 
air-conditioning  unit. 

The  119x42  foot  church  and  an¬ 
nex  is  a  one-story  brick  structure 
of  plaster  and  tile  ceiling  and  walls. 
The  walls  are  of  subdued  rose  and 
rose  carpets  are  used.  The  wood¬ 
work  and  furniture  are  of  Philippine 
mahogany  with  walnut  finish. 
Twelve  stained  glass  windows  tell 
the  story  of  the  Christian  life. 

Louisiana  Methodism  was  founded 
in  Opelousas  in  1806  and  the  first 
communion  service  was  held  in 
August  of  that  year  by  Elisha  Bow¬ 
man,  a  circuit  rider.  The  first  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  convened  in  Ope¬ 
lousas  on  Jan.  6,  1847. 

The  150th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  Methodism  in  Louisiana 
will  be  commemorated  this  fall  at 
the  new  Memorial  Church  in  Ope¬ 
lousas. 


FORMAL  OPENING  OF  NEW  WINBOURNE 
AVENUE  METHODIST  CHURCH  / 


The  formal  opening  of  the  new 
sanctuary  of  the  Winbourne  Avenue 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge 
was  held  on  March  11  with  special 
services  at  8:30  a.m.,  11:900  a.m.  and 
7:00  p.m.  Open  house  was  held  in 
the  afternoon  from  2:00  to  5:00  for 
members  and  friends  of  the  church. 

The  following  days,  Monday 
through  Friday,  a  series  of  Lenten 
services  was  held  with  the  following 


pastors  participating:  Rev.  Glendon 
R.  Messer,  the  first  pastor  of  the 
church,  now  pastor  of  the  Elysian 
Fields  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  pastor  of 
the  Istrouma  Methodist  Church; 
Rev.  James  Stovall,  pastor  of  the 
North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist 
Church;  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev.  Edward 


Communist  'Youth 
Dedications'  Flop  Again 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  East  German 
Communist  leaders  were  reported 
to  have  privately  voiced  disappoint¬ 
ment  over  attendance  at  the  first 
atheistic  “youth  dedication”  cere¬ 
monies  held  this  spring  in  towns 
and  villages  throughout  the  Soviet 
Zone.  They  are  said  to  have  urged 
party  functionaries  and  Communist 
youth  leaders  to  step  up  their  propa¬ 
ganda  efforts. 

Church  sources  here  said  that 
less  than  five  per  cent  of  qualified 
young  people  had  registered  for  the 
ceremonies  despite  Communist 
allurements  such  as  offers  of  gifts, 
money  and  special  holidays. 

Communist  officials,  in  an  effort 
to  stimulate  participation,  have  or¬ 
dered  that  youngsters  who  had  not 
undergone  the  hitherto  obligatory 
preparation  be  permitted  to  take 
part  in  the  dedication  rites. 


W.  Harris,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

Rev.  Albert  A.  Collins  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference  Woman's  Society 
President's  Message,  1956 

To  Do  My  Master’s  Will  . 

AS  A  NEW 

DAY  DAWNS 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Searcy 

Mark  4:34  “My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  me.” 

S  we  close  the  book  of  1954-55  and  realize  that  we  are  also  closing 
a  quadrennium,  we  know  that  we  have  failed  in  many  areas  to 
“make  Christ  known  to  all  people;  that  His  Kingdom  may  be  real¬ 
ized.”  As  a  speaker  at  the  Deaconess  meeting  said  “Perhaps,  we  did 
the  best  we  tried,  but  not  the  best  we  knew.”  As  your  Conference  officers, 
your  leaders,  I’m  sure  we  all  feel  there  were  times  when  God  wasn’t  too 
pleased  with  our  efforts  because  we  did  not  always  give  Him  our  best. 
We  did  not  always  seek  to  know  what  was  His  will.  Too  often  it  was  our 
will  or  the  will  of  the  group  with  whom  we  worked. 

Did  you  ever  read  an  extremely  interesting  book  and  as  it  came  to  an 
end  you  really  wished  there  were  just  a  few  more  pages  of  it?  Somehow 
you  felt  it  wasn’t  quite  finished;  that  the  author  should  have  cleared  up 
just  another  item  or  two;  should  have  told  you  more  specifically  just  what 
happened  to  the  hero  or  heroine  of  the  story?  Well,  as  we  close  this  book, 

I  find  myself  wishing  we  could  add  just  another  page  or  two — perhaps  one 
of  explanation,  one  of  excuses  or  even  a  reason  maybe,  why  we  failed  in 
some  areas.  But  books  are  not  like  that  and  neither  is  life.  We  are  given 
one  day  at  a  time  and  if  we  have  need  of  living  wiser,  better,  seeking  to 
know  His  will  for  us,  today  is  the  time  we  have  to  do  it. 

Challenge  of  New  Day  and  Opportunity 

But  then  comes  the  joy  of  a  new  day — a  new  book  and  what  a  glorious 
feeling  it  always  gives  one  to  be  able  to  make  a  new  beginning — to  greet  a 
new  day.  Sometimes  we  as  Christians  are  so  concerned  with  ultimate  goals 
that  we  overlook  the  moments  of  each  day  that  are  given  to  us.  In  the 
Arkansas  Gazette  each  day  is  a  little  game  called  “Wishing  Well”.  I  have 
never  taken  much  interest  in  fortune  telling,  the  Zodiac,  or  superstitions  of 
.  any  kind.  But  a  very  good  friend  of  mine  jokingly  told  me  of  how  one 
day  recently  she  had  a  big  decision  to  make,  and  she  thought  she  would 
just  work  out  the  Wishing  Well  for  that  day  and  see  what  it  had  to  offer 
in  the  way  of  advice.  She  made  her  choice  in  the  light  of  the  words  that 
were  presented  for  that  day.  (For  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  take  the 
Gazette,  max  I  say  that  this  is  a  numerical  puzzle  which  is  designed  to  spell 
out  your  fortune  each  day,  according  to  the  number  of  letters  in  your  first 
name.)  After  hearing  her  tell  this,  ft  sorta  intrigued  me;  so  as  I  was  getting 
ready  to  prepare  this  message,  I  thought  I  would  just  work  it  out  for  a  day 
or  two,— not  that  it  would  mean  anything,  you  understand — but  just  for  the 
fun  of  it.  To  my  amazement  the  first  day  I  tried  it,  I  read  “golden  dawn” 
and  the  second  “Create  and  make  new.”  I  have  often  heard  the  expression 
“golden  opportunity”  but  “golden  dawn”  was  new  to  me.  But  I  thought 
about  it  and  as  I  combined  it  with  the  expression  “create  und  make  new”, 
I  found  it  all  fitted  in  with  what  I  wanted  to  bring  you  in  this  humble 
message.  Each  day  is  a  golden  dawn  and  brings  with  it  golden  opportunities 
for  service. 

Discovering  His  Will 

And  then  as  we  think  of  a  new  Quadrennium — a  period  of  four  new 
years — and  our  theme  for  that  period  “The  Spirit  of  Christ— For  All  of  Life”. 
How  well  our  program  theme  for  this  meeting  fits  into  this  thought,  “To  do 
My  Master’s  Will”.  For  if  the  spirit  of  Christ  is  in  us,  we  will  seek  to  do 
His  will.  Perhaps  we  need  to  think  a  bit  of  how  to  know  His  will  and  how 
each  of  us  has  the  wonderful  privilege  of  interpreting  His  will  to  others. 
We  do  seek  to  know  His  will  for  our  lives,  but  are  we  aware  of  the  great 
responsibility  that  is  given  us  to  help  interpret  His  will?  For  I  feel,  that 
although  God’s  will  is  revealed  to  us  in  various  ways  and  I  am  sure  most 
of  us  have  experienced  it  through  prayer,  yet  I  think  God  speaks  to  us 
clearer  through  people  than  by  any  other  means.  And  oh  what  a  channel 
we  can  be  for  His  love  and  His  will,  if  we  but  let  Him!  It  is  never  a  question 
of  “Is  there  a  God”  or  “Isn’t  there  a  God?”  but  given  God,  are  we  willing 
to  put  our  trust  in  Him  and  say  “Thy  will  is  best  for  me.  Show  it  to  me 
and  then  let  me  reveal  it  to  others.”  His  words  are  the  same  as  those  on  the 
shore  of  the  lake  when  he  said  “Follow  me.”  He  commands  and  to  those 
who  obey  He  will  reveal  himself  through  all  that  they  are  privileged  to 
experience  in  His  fellowship  of  peace  and  activity,  of  struggle  and  suffering, 
till  they  come  to  know  as  an  inexpressible  secret,  who  He  is.  Then  He  be¬ 
comes  for  us  the  final  reality— more  real  than  all  other  persons.  We  walk 
through  our  days  in  the  abiding  sense  of  His  presence.  We  are  drawn  out, 
pulled  away  from  self.  Our  life  is  in  others.  Circumstances,  conditions, 
things,  matter  little.  God’s  love  for  us  floods  our  hearts.  We  follow  Him, 
we  find  Life,  we  find  GOD! 

Quality  In  Living 

In  the  Upper  Room  recently  was  this  line  in  a  prayer,  “Help  us  in  an 
increasing  measure  to  be  worthy  of  Thy  love  and  to  show  forth  our  giatitude 
in  the  QUALITY  of  our  lives.”  Quality,  in  dietionary  terms,  means 
peculiar  power.  As  God’s  will  is  revealed  to  us,  there  does  come  a  peculiar 
power.  As  God  looks  at  your  life,  and  at  mine,  today,  do  you  think  He  is 
satisfied  with  the  “quality”  of  it?  Or  do  we  all  need  to  do  some  re-thinking 
of  values,  some  putting  away  of  things  that  really  do  not  matter  and  the 
putting  on  of  some  things  that  are  of  real  value,  if  His  will  is  to  be  done 
through  us? 

Page  Two 


Mrs)  Jessie  Gilsirap,  Be ntonville,  new  president  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conferences,  presents  Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Secr  c  i , 
with  an  Honorary  Life  Membership'  which  the  Conference  organization  gave 
Mrs.  Kaetzell  for  her  service  of  two  years  as  president. 


In  his  lectures'  at  Hendrix  recently,  I  heard  Dr.  Doy  U.  Smith  present 
this  thought:  That  no  one  is  common,  or  ordinary.  We  are  Magnificent! 
That  there  are  six  wondeful  words  that  no  one  but  man  can  speak  and  oh 
what  a  meaning  he  presented  in  each  of  the  six.  I  shall  give  them  to  you 
briefly.  The  first  was  “I  AM”.  No  mountain,  no  sea,  no  constellation,  or 
anything  else  that  God  has  created  and  that  is"  great,  can  say,  “I  AM”. 
The  second  word  was  “I  THINK”.  Only  man  can  put  facts  together  and 
say  “This  is  what  I  Think.”  Third  was  “I  BELIEVE”.  We  can  interpret  the 
facts  and  then  can  say  “This,  I  believe.”  Fourth  is  “I  WILL”.  So  much  is 
involved  in  that  phrase.  Then,  “I  HOPE”.  We  are  never  satisfied.  We 
always  hope  to  do  just  a  little  better,  do  just  a  little  more  perhaps,  this 
year,  maybe  we  can  give  a  little  more  time,  money,  talent.  I  hope.  Lastly, 
“I  MUST”.  Some  of  the  things  we  do  are  hard  to  explain.  Some  of  the 
sacrificed  made  by  people  are  inexplainable;  other  than  to  say  “I  just  had  to 
do  it.  There  was  no  alternative”.  To  me  this  was  the  noblest  of  the  six 
words,  he  mentioned.  To  be  so  led  by  His  will  that  an  inner  compulsion 
drives  us  to  say  “I  must,  oh,  I  just  must  do  this  for  Him  today.”  Dr.  Smith 
closed  this  wonderful  lecture  with  the  words  “If  you  are  magnificent, 
then  LIVE  THAT  WAY!!” 

Recommendations 

And  so  then,  as  we  come  back  to  thinking  of  the  things  that  we  will 
be  specifically  undertaking  as  we  begin  this  new  golden  year  in  our 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild;  as  well 
as  in  our  total  church  program: 

We  are  entering  a  Prayer  Vigil  in  Arkansas  this  year.  It  has  already 
begun  in  the  Little  Rock  Conference.  The  purpose  is  to  have  a  personal 
prayer  ascending  from  a  prayer  altar  every  minute  of  the  day  and  night 
for  a  year.  It  seeks  to  alert  Methodists  and  their  churches  to  the  availability 
of  the  power  of  God  through  prayer  to  transform  our  lives,  our  churches, 
and  our  world.  Such  alertness  might  well  qualify  us  to  serve  as  the  pivot  of 
destiny  upon  which  our  world  may  turn  away  from  War  and  destruction 
toward  peace  and  good  will  among  men.  Every  woman  in  the  church  will 
want  to  have  a  part  in  this  great  movement.  We  live  in  a  world  where 
men  are  in  open  rebellion  to  God’s  way  of  brotherhood.  Peace  is_not  gained 
from  ignorance.  It  is  not  a  sort  of  bliss  gained  by  not  knowing  what  goes 
on  in  the  world.  It  is  gained  by  shared  suffering.  It  is  not  gained  by  just 
letting  things  alone  as  long  as  you  personally  are  not  affected.  Peace  re¬ 
quires  energy  spent  in  acts  of  mercy-^-wholly  selfless  service.  Not  gained 
from  fearing  we  will  cause  trouble  if  we  speak  out  where  there  is  no 
justice.  Peace  comes  in  the  inner  conviction  of  leading  a  life  to  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  God’s  will  on  earth. 

We  are  going  to  try  to  win  one  member  to  the  Woman’s  Society  oi 
Christian  Service  for  every  seven  that  we  now  have.  To  some  of  us  that 
will  seem  a  higlj  goal  but  as  we  look  at  our  church  rolls  and  see  the  number 
of  women  who  are  non-members,  we  find  that  we  have  a  targe  field  in 
which  to  work. 

Each  member  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  is  asked  to  count  and  realize  her  blessings  and  then  prayer¬ 
fully  make  her  pledge  in  the  light  of  the  needs  of  the  world.  I  think  that 
if  we  do  this,  most  of  us  will  feel  that  we  must  increase  our  pledge,  if  we 
are  to  do  His  will. 

A  Personal  Word 

Ip  closing  may  I  have  this  personal  word?  As  I  resign,  my  office  as 
your  Conference  president  this  year  and  go  back  into  local  work,  which 
love,  I  have  happy  memories  of  these  many  years  spent  in  district  an 
conference  offices.  Friendships  have  been  formed  that  will  last;  blessing-’ 
have  come,  along  with  heartaches  and  burdens  of  responsibility  but  it  ha-’ 
been  a  wonderful  experience  and  I  am  thankful  for  the  opportunity 
serve  in  each  capacity.  I  would  be  very  ungrateful,  indeed,  if  I  did  no 
mention  the  many  cards  and  letters  I  received  this  past  fall  when  I  was 
the  hospital  from  you  as  individuals,  circles  and  societies.  Your  love  a  I 
prayers  carried  me  through  a  rather  serious  situation  and  I  am  deept  | 
grateful.  May  God  bless  you  as  we  all  continue  to  work  together  that  n 
will  may  be  done. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^1 
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Concerning  Some  Rites  of 
The  Christian  Church 


Reprinted  By  Expressed  Permission  of  the  Authors  And 
the  Editor  of  "The  Perkins  School  of  Theology  Journal" 


Baptism  In  The 
Christian  Church 

By  Robert  W.  Goodloe 


WHEN  Jesus  was  about  to  ascend  upon 
high  he  said  to  those  about  him,  “Go 
ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature,  baptising 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  lo  I  am  with  you 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  ages.”  Upon  an  earlier 
occasion,  when  the  Twelve  had  received  from 
his  hands  the  elements  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  he 
had  urged  them:  “Do  this  in  remembrance  of 
me.”  During  all  the  centuries  since  that  day  no 
group  other  than  the  Christian  Church  has  ever 
taken  as  its  responsibility  the  fulfilling  this 
commission  of  the  Lord.  If  ever  one  receives 
Baptism,  if  souls  craving  the  privilege  of  the 
Holy  Communion  have  that  blessing,  it  is  al¬ 
ways  at  the  service  of  the  Church. 

In  the  'words  of  a  ritual  long  familiar  to 
Methodists,  the  minister  would  say  to  persons 
asking  membership  in  the  Church  “You  seek  in 
fellowship  of  the  people  of  God  to  assist  you  in 
working  out  your  salvation.”  That  is  the  reason 
men  desire  their  names  on  its  rolls.  Their  hearts 
have  been  touched  by  the  graciousness  of  God; 
they  are  challenged  by  the  ideals  set  by  the 
Master;  and  of  their  own  strength  alone  the 
way  seems  hazardous  indeed.  Of  honest  and 
rightful  conviction,  they  are  aware  of  need  for 
the  means  of  grace  which  the  Church  alone  is 
able  to  supply.  Once  membership  vows  have 
been  assumed,  to  the  congregation  the  minister 
exhorts:  “I  commend  to  your  love  and  care  this 
person  whom  we  this  day  recognize  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Do  all  in 
your  power  to  increase  his  faith,  confirm  his 
hope,  and  make  him  perfect  in  love.”  The 
Church,  then,  has  these  two  functions  (1)  to 
preach  the  gospel,  (2)  to  assist  believers  in 
working  out  their  salvation. 

Now  Baptism  is  a  part  of  this  ceremony  of 
“joining”  the  Church.  Concerning  the  days  of 
old  it  was  said:  “And  there  were  added  unto 
them  daily  those  who  were  being  saved.”  Thus 
from  the  beginning  “being  saved”  and  “joining 
the  Church”  have  been  linked  in  proper  if  not 
even  in  casual  relation.  Surely  it  is  possible 
for  one  to  give  God  all  his  heart,  and  to  endeav¬ 
or  with  all  his  soul  to  live  a  righteous  and  sober 
life,  and/  still  not  be  a  member  of  the  Church; 
but  surely  also  it  has  been  the  experience  of 
the  centuries  that  the  very  great  proportion  of 
all  who  ever  have  “kept  the  faith”  have  found 
help  to  “finish  the  course”  in  association  with 
brethren  of  like  mind.  In  the  realm  of  military 
action  no  individual  today  would  shoulder  his 
musket  and  march  away  alone  to  his  country’s 
defense.  The  Scripture  announces  a  principle  ap¬ 
plicable  in  this  endeavor:  “One  may  chase  a 
thousand,  but  two  can  put  ten  thousand  to 
flight.”  Next  to  the  giving  to  God  all  one’s 
heart,  what  more  important  thing  is  ever  done 
in  the  continuation  of  one’s  salvation  than 
joining  the  Church. 

Every  worthy  organization  has  ceremony 
for  admitting  persons  into  membership.  Those 
who  have  found  value  in  its  fellowship  want  to 
impress  upon  new  ones  the  solemnity  of  the 
vows  being  taken  and  to  assure  them  of  the 
genuine  blessings  ahead  for  the  faithful.  To 
that  end  every  part  of  the  ceremony  of  initia¬ 
tion  has  been  selected;  and  in  the  measure  in 


which  any  agency  has  fulfilled  its  hope  that 
institution  has  come  to  be  one  of  appreciation 
and  sanctity.  Upon  this  solid  foundation  Bap¬ 
tism  stands  as  the  door  to  membership  in  the 
Christian  Church — exceedingly  small,  yet  wor¬ 
thy  groups,  such  as  the  Quakers  only  being  ex¬ 
ception.  A  number  of  factors  combine  to  con¬ 
stitute  Christian  Baptism,  such  as  belief  in  Jesus 
Christ,  confession  of  past  sin,  and  firm  resolve 
to  live  a  godly  life.  But  that  which  is  present 
among  all  these  groups  in  use  of  the  ceremony 
of  Baptism  is  “joining”  the  Church. 

The  Mode  of  Baptism 

It  is  all  but  universal  among  churches  that 
as  condition  required  for  baptism,  the  candi¬ 
date  must  have  believed  on  Jesus  Christ,  re¬ 
pented  of  his  sins,  and  received  frhm  God  the 
forgiveness  for  all  his  wrong  doings.  Among 
the  many  denomination  in  America  probably 
no  one  has  been  more  consistent  and  persistent 
at  that  point  than  have  the  Southern  Baptists. 
In  keeping  forward  that  sure  and  sound  condi¬ 
tion  for  church  membership,  Baptists  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  strength  of  all  Churches  in  our 
land,  and  as  one  may  verily  believe,  to  the 
protection  of  all  denominations  against  the  low¬ 
ering  of  worth-while  standards  and  the  main¬ 
taining  of  high  and  demanding  ideals  for  those 
who  would  bear  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Now  when  these  genuinely  Scriptural  con¬ 
ditions  have  been  combined:  faith,  repentance, 
forgiveness,  a  desire  to  walk  in  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  and  a  desire  to  join  his  brethren  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world,  what 
mode  of  Baptism,  it  may  be  asked,  may  most 
clearly  symbolize  or  represent  these  realities, 
and  may  impress  upon  the  one  being  baptized 
and  those  who  observe,  the  really  serious  un¬ 
dertaking  here  involved?  In  the  second  Chris¬ 
tian  Sacrament,  when  Jesus  desired  to  help  his 
disciples  to  make  their  own  the  real  meaning 
of  his  coming  death,  he  spoke  to  them  about  the 
breaking  of  his  body  and  the  shedding  of  his 
blood;  and  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the 
reality  of  that  experience,  he  took  bread  and 
broke  it  and  gave  to  each,  and  a  cup  of  wine 
and  asked  each  of  the  Twelve  to  drink  of  it. 
And  when  he  had  finished  he  said  unto  them, 
“This  do  in  remembrance  of  me.” 

If  by  eating  a  bit  of  bread  and  drinking 
the  wine  men  may  be  reminded  of  the  death 
of  their  Lord,  what  use  of  water  may  represent 
to  them  faith  and  repentance  and  forgiveness 
and  joining  the  Church?  The  Apostle  Paul  en¬ 
deavored  to  make  clear  to  his  readers  these 
saving  experiences,  and  impress  upon  them  then- 
possible  new  relation  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  hold¬ 
ing  before  them  the  symbol  of  death,  burial, 
and  resurrection,  as  shown  by  Baptism.  And  so 
he  spoke  of  being  “buried”  by  Baptism  into 
Christ.  As  the  Lord  Jesus  was  dead,  buried, 
and  was  raised  again,  he  wrote,  just  so  must 
the  believer  become  dead  to  his  past  of  sin,  and 
rise  to  newness  of  life.  Surely  that  is  an  ef¬ 
fective  symbol  of  the  repentant  sinner’s  turn¬ 
ing  away  from  his  __  past,  taking  up  the  new 
life  of  godliness  and  truth,  and  of  uniting  with 
the  Church.  Surely  also,  in  relation  to  the  use 
of  water  in  Baptism,  the  Apostle  in  this  symbol 
must  have  had  in  mind  immersion  as  the  mode 
normal  to  this  figure.  And  in  so  writing  how 
consistent  was  he  also  with  the  account  given 
in  the  Gospels  as  the  writers  there  tell  of  Jesus 
as  coming  to  John  who  was  preaching  at  Jor¬ 
dan,  and  asked  to  be  baptised.  And  concerning 
the  use  of  water  there  described,  the  records 
say  that  they  went  down  into  the  water.  And 


when  Jesus  had  been  baptised,  and  they  had 
come  up  out  of  the  water,  the  Spirit  came  upon 
the  Master  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  and  a  voice 
from  heaven  declared:  “This  is  my  beloved 
Son.”  Surely  John  must  have  immersed  Jesus. 
There  are  too  many  passages  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  similar  to  these  for  Methodists  today  to 
believe  other  than  that  immersion  is  a  Scriptur¬ 
al  mode  of  Baptism. 

But  just  as  Jesus  employed  different  sym¬ 
bols  to  represent  a  single  great  truth,  so  also 
in  the  New  Testament  there  is  record  of  pour¬ 
ing  and  sprinkling  used  by  the  writers  there  to 
set  forth  the  experience  of  faith  and  repentance 
and  forgiveness  and  of  coming  into  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Christian  fold.  We  have  account  of 
this  same  Paul,  on  his  way  to  persecute  Chris¬ 
tians,  apprehended  so  powerfully  by  a  light 
from  above  that  he  fell  to  the  ground.  Blindness 
overshadowed  his  eyes,  so  that  friends  had  to 
lead  him  into  the  city.  After  three  days  the 
Spirit  directed  Ananias  to  go  and  lay  his  hands 
upon  Paul  and  to  expound  to  him  the  things 
of  God.  And  as  Ananias  reasoned  with  Paul 
concerning  righteousness  and  judgment  and 
things  to  come,  scales  as  it  were  fell  from  his 
eyes,  and  we  are  told  that  as  he  believed,  Paul 
stood  up  and  was  baptized.  Nothing  is  given  in 
the  record  of  any  pool  in  that  house,  no  mention 
is  made  of  the  quantity  of  water  employed  or 
how  it  was  applied;  but  when  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  account  tells  us  that  Paul  stood 
and  was  baptized,  surely  it  seems  just  as  natu¬ 
ral  that  the  mode  used  there  was  pouring  or 
sprinkling,  as  also  when  it  says  that  John  and 
Jesus  went  down  into  the  water,  it  is  reason¬ 
able  that  the  mode  there  was  immersion. 

A  similar  experience  is  that  of  Peter  and 
Pentecost.  Jesus  had  said  to  those  who  witnessed 
his  ascension,  “Tarry  ye  in  Jerusalem  until 
the  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon  you.”  When 
they  had  followed  that  injunction  and  the  word 
of  the  Lord  was  fulfilled,  Peter  stood  up  and 
preached  the  never-to-be-forgotten  sermon  at 
Pentecost.  In  talking  with  the  multitude  con¬ 
cerning  this  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  there  con¬ 
ferred  upon  them,  and  manifested  by  each  one’s 
speaking  in  his  own  tongue,  Peter  explained 
what  they  had  seen  and  felt  as  a  fulfillment  of 
prophecy.  “This  is  that  which  was  spoken  of 
by  the  prophet  Joel,”  he  reminded  them,  “And 
in  that  day  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all 
flesh  .  .  .”  Repent,  and  believe,  and  be  baptized, 
Peter  said  unto  them;  and  three  thousand  were 
baptized. 

There  that  day  in  the  lives  of  three  thou¬ 
sand  persons  was  the  same  experience  as  that 
symbolized  by  Paul  under  the  figure,  “Buried 
in  baptism” — repentance,  faith,  forgiveness.  And 
the  Pentecostal  account  speaks  of  their  “being 
added  to  the  Church.”  Too  many  accounts  like 
this  appear  in  the  New  Testament  for  one  not 
to  believe  that  under  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
and  the  Letters  of  Paul  Baptism  was  as  gener¬ 
ally  performed  by  affusion  as  by  immersion. 
The  “mode”  does  not  seem  to  have  been  to 
them  a  matter  of  conscience,  hardly  of  con¬ 
sciousness;  what  did  concern  them  greatly  was 
that  through  repentance  and  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  they  might  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  and 
go  f-’-th  to  lives  of  usefulness  in  the  Lord’s 
service.  And  as  Jesus  lifted  up  the  man  broken 
and  weak  of  body  and  sent  him  forth  in  strength 
and  rejoicing,  just  so  when  the  hearts  of  sinners 
had  been  cleansed  of  their  misdoings,  the  char¬ 
acteristic  New  Testament  injunction  is:  “Arise 
and  be  baptized.”  According  to  the  Scripture 
accounts  sometimes  the  mode  employed  was 
immersion,  sometimes  it  was  pouring  or  sprink¬ 
ling;  but  always  hearts  were  intent  upon  that 
which  was  symbolized  thereby,  the  taking  away 
of  guilt,  the  turning  to  the  Lord,  the  entry  of 
such  saved  ones  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
brethren.  No  spiritual  reality  is  represented  by 
one  mode  that  is  not  always  and  equally  pre¬ 
sent  under  another.  These  persons  who  had  tak¬ 
en  on  the  Lord  Jesus  were  now  enlisting  in  his 
cause  and  through  this  body  “which  is  His 
Church,”  the  word  spoken  bv  the  Master  is 
being  carried  even  to  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth.  Baptists  and  Methodists  and  Presby¬ 
terians  and  every  group,  given  wholly  to  the 
work  of  their  Lord,  bear  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
and  have  found  his  promise  true;  to  be  with 
you,  even  to  the  end  of  the  ages! 

(Continued  Next  Week) 
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WHAT  A  HUNGRY  WORLD  THINKS 


Chas.  A.  Wells 


One  Sure  Isday  c(3o  Qet  Stopped 

AN  event  which  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  was  the  seizure 
last  week  of  the  Communist  Party’s  newspaper  “Daily  Work¬ 
er”  in  New  York  and  Communist  Party  property  in  New 
York  and  five  other  cities.  The  publication  and  property  were 
seized  by  U.  S.  Treasury  Agents  for  alleged  back  taxes,  both  from 
profit-making  activities  of  the  Communist  Party  and  the  daily 
newspaper. 

Communist  Party  activity  in  the  United  States  has  a  history  of 
long  standing  and  the  Daily  Worker  has  been  in  business  since  1924. 

An  interesting  sidelight  of  this  seizure  is  that  activities  of  the 
party  and  the  propaganda  of  the  publication  are  both  calculated  and 
projected  to  undermine  the  democracy  of  this  nation  and  to  over¬ 
throw  the  national  government.  Under  the  long  cherished  principle 
of  “freedom  of  speech”  and  “freedom  of  the  press”  activities  of  the 
Communist  Party  and  the  printing  of  the  Daily  Worker  have  been 
allowed.  Democracy  holds  that  in  the  market  of  free  ideas,  people,  if 
they  have  the  freedom  of  choice,  will  lay  hold  on  freedom  and  even 
fight  to  keep  it.  Yet  that  same  freedom  permits  a  certain  amount  of 
abuse  of  freedom.  Communism  has  been  abusing  the  freedom 
granted  it  to  undermine  the  government  and  people,  and,  most  in¬ 
teresting  of  all,  if  Communists  had  paid  thp  taxes  due  on  their  ac¬ 
tivities,  they  would  still  be  operating  on  the  same  scale  as  before 
the  seizure  and  for  the  same  purpose. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  activities  which  were  not  for  the 
common  good  have  been  slowed  down  by  Treasury  agents.  Some  of 
the  most  notorious  gangsters  of  the  past  two  generations  have  re¬ 
ceived  their  stiffest  sentences  because  of  income  tax  evasion.  Some¬ 
one  is  bound  to  draw  the  conclusion,  after  the  Communist  Party 
and  publication  seizure,  that  income  taxes  are  a  good  thing  after 
all! 

(government  Evaluates 
Qhurch  In  Qivil  T Defense 

THE  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  is  announcing . “A 
Special  Course  For  Clergymen.”  Three  of  these  special  cour¬ 
ses  will  be  offered  this  year  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  A  bro¬ 
chure,  put  out  by  FCDA  announcing  the  subjects  to  be  studied,  gives 
a  very  encouraging  evaluation  of  the  influence  of  the  church  in 
American  life. 

“A  Message  to  Clergymen”  in  the  brochure  by  Val  Peterson, 
Administrator  of  FCDA,  says  in  part,  “The  solid  and  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion  sustain  our  hope  of  national  as  well  as  individual 
survival ...  A  religious  and  dynamic  faith  in  God  and  in  justice  can 
restore  to  us  a  measure  of  the  sense  of  security  which  the  early 
pioneers  had  in  the  midst  of  national  insecurity.  Civil  Defense  rests 
on  persons  and  religion  makes  persons  strong.  The  churches  and 
synagogues  of  America  can  save  us  from  despair.” 

Answering  the  question,  “Why  This  Course?”  The  brochure  has 
the  following  to  say  about  the  church  and  Civil  Defense:  “Our 
statesmen  agree  with  our  clergymen  that  our  nation’s  survival  and 
well-being  depend  on  spiritual  forces.”  President  Eisenhower  is 
quoted  as  saying  “the  true  nature  of  the  struggle  now  taking  place 
in  the  world  is  not  a  struggle  of  merely  economic  theories,  or  forms 
of  government,  or  military  power.  At  issue  is  the  true  nature  of 
man.”  Woodrow  Wilson  is  quoted  as  follows:  “The  sum  of  the.whole 
matter  is  that  our  civilization  cannot  survive  materially  unless  it 
is  redeemed  spiritually.” 

Another  paragraph  in  the  brochure  reads:  “In  America  the 
church  is  the  only  institution  to  supply  our  nation  with  spiritual 
understanding  and  inspiration.  Clergymen  are  the  leaders  of  the 
church  and  people  of  America  look  to  them  for  guidance.” 

This  is  a  rather  impressive  evaluation  of  the  church  and  its 
influence  in  the  life  of  our  people  by  the  American  government. 
While  it  is  not  unusual  for  national  leaders  to  take  such  favorable 
views  of  the  church  in  times  of  crisis,  we  like  to  feel  that  these 
trouble-born  evaluations  of  the  church  by  the  government  give  ex¬ 
pression  to  feelings  of  government  at  its  best. 

The  brochure’s^statement  that  “Religion  makes  persons  strong” 
is  in  direct  contrast  with  communism’s  evaluation  of  religion  which 


is  that  religion  is  a  weakening  sedative  for  people.  In  these  two 
viewpoints  of  religion  we  have,  possibly,  the  major  difference  in 
the  character  of  Americanism  and  communism. 


Easter  Qlimax  Qocd  T lace  ^ o  (Begin 

THROUGH  the  Attendance  Campaign  and  special  evangelistic 
activities,  the  work  of  Methodism  throughout  our  Area 
reached  a  wonderful  climax  on  Easter  Sunday.  For  that  we 
should  be  thankful  but  we  should  not  be  satisfied. 

Much  of  the  gains  from  pre-Easter  activities  are  lost  if  we  have 
a  religious  “recession”  after  Easter.  Instead  of  a  relaxing  of  efforts, 
the  high  point  reached  at  Easter  time  is  a  good  place  from  which  to 
begin  a  new  climb  to  even  higher  heights  in  the  progressive  growth 
of  a  church. 

The  cause  for  which  we  labor  was  no  more  important  before 
Easter  than  it  is  now,  that  Easter  is  past.  Loyalty  to  the  church  on 
the  part  of  its  membership  is  no  more  important  at  one  time  of  the 
year  than  another.  Our  people  who  have  responded  so  well  to  the 
Church  Attendance  campaign  through  the  past  three  months  should 
be  just  as  much  concerned  about  the  church  in  the  remaining 
months  of  the  year.  On  the  hill  top  of  an  Easter  climax  we  should 
have  a  clearer  vision  of  the  importance  of  the  church  and  a  more 
complete  consecration  of  life  to  the  program  it  projects. 

Retired  a 'Minister  Writes  <L Autobiography 

A  retired  minister  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Sherman- has  recently  completed  an  autobiography  that 
has  been  published  by  the  Washington  County  Historical 
Society.  The  autobiography  points  the  way  toward  a  useful,  crea¬ 
tive  endeavor  that  might  well  be  undertaken  by  many  of  our  re¬ 
tired  brethren  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  Brother  Sherman,  who 
has  57  years  of  service,  including  four  during  his  retirement  rela¬ 
tion  and  one  as  a  supply,  has  now  preserved  numbers  of  facts  and 
experiences  whieh  otherwise  might  have  been  lost  forever.  His 
writing  has  been  arranged  under  such  headings  as  Family  Heritage, 
School  Days,  Courtship  and  Marriage,  Religious  Life  and  Experi¬ 
ence,  Friendships,  Experiences  in  Childhood,  Conversion,  High¬ 
lights  in  Ministerial  Life,  Parsonage  Homes,  Economic  Plan  and 
Life,  Interesting  Experiences  of  Life,  and  Honors. 

Between  a  paper  binding  and  on  30  mimeographed  pages  is  an  in¬ 
terest  account  that  spans  more  than  a  half  century  of  service  to  the 
Church  and  Kingdom.  Copies  of  this  Autobiography  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  Dr.  Tom  Featherston,  12V2  Center  Street,  Fayetteville; 
Ark.,  for  one  dollar. 
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a  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Stockman 

EASTER  FAITH 

On  Easter  looming  some  of  my  friends  use  their  radios  to  follow  the 
sunrise  religious  services  across  the  continent.  Beginning  with  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  they  listen  to  the  Easter  music  and  messages  as  the  dawn  moves 
westward  across  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rockies  to  the  Pacific.  The  ex¬ 
perience  must  be  richly -rewarding. 

In  a  way,  too,  it  is  deeply  symbolic,  for  since  World 
War  I  men  have  spoken  of  death  as  “going  west.” 
When  a  soldier  was  cut  down  on  the  fighting  fields  of 
France,  his  comrades  would  say,  “He  went  west.”  In 
no  other  words  has  death  been  expressed  more  poetical¬ 
ly  or  imaginatively.  The  west  means  the  land  of  the 
setting  sun,  but  the  sun  sinks  below  one  horizon  only 
to  rise  above  another. 

Now  we  cannot  change  the  thought  of  death  from 
sunset  to  sunrise  by  the  turn  of  a  poetic  phrase,  nor  can 
we  catch  the  radiant  awareness  of  eternal  life  by  tun¬ 
ing  in  to  an  Easter  religious  service.  But  one  thing  we  can  do.  We  can 
be  intrduced  here  and  now  to  the  Eternal  Comrade  of  that  westward  road, 
the  One  of  whom  Clement  of  Alexandria  said,  “Christ  changes  all  but  sun¬ 
sets  into  dawns.” 

If  we  cultivate  the  comradeship  of  the  Christ,  if  we  try  to  follow  His 
teachings,  if  we  learn  to  like  the  things  He  liked,  we  shall  feel  towards 
Him  as  did  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  when  in  his  seventh 
chapter  he  calls  Christ  a  “priest  made  .  .  .  after  the  power  of  an  endless 

life.”  ' 

In  Christ  we  see  the  kind  of  life  which  frees  us  from  the  limitations  of 
time.  Jesus  seems  so  independent  of  time.  When  we  listen  to  His  words, 
we  never  think  whether  He  was  30  or  60,  whether  He  lived  in  the  first 
century,  or  the  twentieth.  He  was  not  dated  by  the  calendar  or  timed  by 
the  clock. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  called  to  conduct  a  funeral  service  in  an  under¬ 
taking  establishment  on  a  very  busy  street  of  my  city.  All  the  proceedings 
were  timed  with  clock-like  precision.  Everything  had  to  click  because  the 


room  had  to  be  cleared  for  the  next  service.  Outside  could  be  heard  the 
roar  of  traffic,  as  people  hurried  to  keep  appointments.  Then  the  service 
began  with  the  Ninetieth  Psalm:  “Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place 
in  all  generations.  Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever  thou 
hadst  formed  the  earth  and  the  world;  even  from  everlasting  to  everlasting 
thou  art  God.” 

Then  we  wept  on  to  the  Fourteenth  Chapter  of  John,  “In  my  Father’s 
house  are  many  mansions  ...  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.”  The  low- 
hung  ceilings  of  that  room  seemed  to  lift  into  the  long  vistas  of  time  and 
eternity.  We  can  read  on  to  the  end:  “Peace  I  leave  with  you.  My  peace  I 
give  unto  you;  not  as  the-  world  gives,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled;  neither  let  it  be  afraid.”  As  the  mood  of  those  words  settled 
on  our  minds,  how  unimportant  seemed  the  clock  on  the  wall,  the  click  of 
the  elevators,  the  clang  of  the  traffic  outside  Christ  leads  our  thought  into 
immensities  of  time  and  space  which  make  our  little  measurements  almost 
meaningless. 

Have  we  not  all  enjoyed  some  Snatches  of  eternal  life?  Have  we  not  all 
had.some  experiences  so  engrossing  that  we  became  oblivious  to  time?  Have 
we  not  discovered  that  hours  spent  with  loved  ones  flash  by  with  never  a 
look  at  the  clock,  while  hours  spent  in  a  hospital  corridor  awaiting  the 
outcome  of  a  serious  operation  drag  by  on  leaden  feet? 

Yes,  there  is  a  quality  of  life  which  is  independent  of  the  quantity.  And 
that  quality  which  lifts  us  above  the  limitations  of  time  and  lessens  the 
fear  of  death,  which  makes  us  feel  the  nearness  of  heaven  and  the  now-ness 
of  eternity  —  that  is  what  Christ  imparts  to  those  who  cultivate  His  com¬ 
pany. 

Also,  life  can  lift  us  beyond  the  limits  of  the  body.  On  the  first  day  of 
my  birth  I  was  flesh  of  my  mother’s  flesh.  Now  I  have  used  up  several 
bodies  of  my  own,  since,  as  we  are  told,  our  bodily  tissues  are  completely 
renewed  every  seven  years.  Yet  I  feel  that  there  is  more  of  my  mother  in 
me  than  ever  before.  Her  spirit  lives  on  in  me. 

When  I  .left  Ohio  at  21,  my  father  said,  “I  will  be  with  you  in  spirit.”  I 
believe  he  was.  I  often  felt  his  presence  when  I  was  facing  problems  in  New 
York.  And  I  still  often  feel  him  with  me,  although  he  left  Ohio  for  the  life 
beyond  many  years  ago. 

Therefore  my  Easter  faith  is  that  life  is  too  strong  for  death,  and  love 
can  never  lose  its  own. 
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DANGER:  GOD  AT  WORK! 


Often  along  the  streets  or  highways  we  see 
the  sign;  “DANGER:  MEN  AT  WORK.”  The 
writer  often  has  had  an  unchristian  thought 
that  he  knows  a  number  of  people  who  think  it 
quite  dangerous  to  be  near  to  work  of  any  kind, 
much  less  to  get  close  to  the  men  who  are  actual¬ 
ly  doing  it.  Work  is  certainly  dangerous.  It 
wears  out  your  clothes,  blister  your  hands,  ruins 
your  girlish  figure,  lines  you  up  with  a  lot  of 
very  common  people.  “DANGER:  MEN  AT 
WORK.” 

A  year  or  more  ago  there  appeared  in  a  pop¬ 
ular  magazine  an  article  entitled,  “The  Calcu¬ 
lated  Risks  of  Prayer.”  The  article  might  also 
have  been  named,  “DANGER:  GOD  AT  WORK.” 
Because  when  God  goes  to  work,  there  is  danger 
in  store  for  a  lot.  of  people.  For  instance,  if 
enough  Methodists  in  Arkansas  put  God  to  work 
in  their  hearts,  we  would  outlaw  the  liquor 
business  in  our  state.  Of  course  a  lot  of  people 
would  lose  their  jobs.  Our  state  income  would 
be  supposed  to  fall.  School  taxes  would  be  re¬ 
duced.  At  least,  these  are  the  words  of  those 
who  are  afraid  to  put  God  to  work  in  their 
hearts.  Christians  should  know  a  different  and 
better  answer. 

“Danger:  God  at  Work.”  We  ask  God  to  bring 
in  His  kingdom,  but  it  certainly  would  ruin 
things  in  Arkansas  or  Louisiana.  Better  bring  it 
into  a  few  other  states  before  we  are  sure  we 
really  want  it,  because  we’d  be  in  a  bad  position. 
If  we  really  put  God  to  work  in  Louisiana,  we’d 
have  to  do  without  a  lot  of  lotteries  that  are  so 
Popular  down  there.  And  here  in  Arkansas  we’d 
have  to  give  up  horse  and  dog  racing.  Because 
without  gambling  to  interest  the  customers,  a 
dog  race  would  be  about  as  interesting  as  a  de¬ 
bate  by  deaf-mutes  in  the  dark. 

“Danger:  GQd  at  Work.”  Wouldn’t  it  be  em- 
barassing  in  Sunday  School  if  God  walked  in 
sorne  morning  when  we  were  arguing  for  our 
°Wn  selfish  beliefs  instead  qf  trying  to  say,  “Lord, 
"■'hat  would  you  have  me  to  do”?  Or  if  He  visited 
Us  some  Sunday  morning  at  home  after  we  had 
Manufactured  a  nice  list  of  very  plausible  ex- 
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THE  “GRAB  FOR  GRADS”  IS  ON 

A  Wall  Street  Journal  reporter  picked  up  a 
story  the  other  day  that  seemed  to  have  been 
missed  by  other  newspapers.  Captioned  “Grab 
For  Grads,”  it  was  an  account  of  the  “drive” 
that  the  industries  and  big  business  are  making 
to  “corner”  the  1956  crop  of  college  graduates 
for  their  particular _  companies;  offering  them 
ever-increasing  beginning  salaries,  post-graduate 
and  specialized  training,  travel  money  to  visit 
plants,  fringe  benefits  of  all  kinds,  and  promises 
of  rapid  promotion.  “Scouts”  are  even  recruiting 
juniors  (1957  graduates)  in  a  wild  scramble  to 
fill  the  job-needs  in  the  expanding  corporations. 

It  is  estimated  that  some  5,000  companies  are 
out  competing  for  about  350,000  students  who 
will  receive  B.A.,  B.S.,  and  M.A.  degrees  this 
year.  The  most  eagerly  sought,  of  course,  are 
those  who  have  majored  in  engineering  or  in 
the  sciences,  'though  they  are  seeking  also  men 
with  educational,  business,  and  journalistic  and 
advertising  training.  But  the  companies  are 
looking  also  for  liberal  arts  graduates  —  they 
will  be  trained  for  the  hiring  company’s  parti¬ 
cular  needs.  The  demand  is  so  great  for  men 
that,  one  college  head  estimates,  there  are  12 
to  15  jobs  open  to  every  engineering  graduate, 
8  to  10  for  each  teacher,  5  or  6  for  each  business 
administration  grad,  and  3  or  4  for  each  liberal 
arts  student. 

Men  with  an  engineering  degree  (yet  with¬ 
out  experience)  may  expect  to  receive  salaries 
of  $425  per  month  or  more,  plus  fringe  benefits, 
etc.;  while  other  graduates  may  expect  from  $375 
to  $450  per  month.  And  the  outlook  is  that  pro¬ 
motion  beyond  these  salaries  will  be  rapid  and 
regular. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  has  nothing  to  say 
about  the  Christian  ministry  an  this  survey.  But 
the  report  is  that  practically  all  theological  semi¬ 
naries  are  overflowing  with  students,  and  that 


cuses  why  we  thought  it  would  be  all  right  to 
miss  church.  When  we  really  admit  God  into 
our  hearts  to  begin  the  gracious  work  of  salva¬ 
tion,  we  must  be  prepared  to  face  the  dangers 
of  trying  to  serve  Him  as  we  really  should. 


the  demand  for  trained  ministers  is  far  greater 
than  can  be  supplied  from  the  seminaries.  Be¬ 
yond  this  is  the  increasing  demand  for  highly 
qualified  young  men  for  the  mission  fields. 

But  the  churches  are  not  able  to  begin  to 
compete  with  the  profit-making 'corporations  in 
the  matter  of  salaries.  (Seminary  graduates  have 
spent  three  years  beyond  college  in  training  — 
in  time  the  equivalent  of  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
or  Doctor  of  Science  course,  either  of  which 
would  be  “rewarded”  with  salaries  well  beyond 
the  figures  above.)  Nor  do  the  churches  have  the 
staffs  to  recruit  as  do  the  corporations,  nor,  of 
course,  will  they  recruit  by  “pressure”  for  the 
ministry. 

The  time  was  when  the  Christian  church 
could  recruit  some  of  the  “top”  men  in  any 
college  graduating  class  for  the  ministry  or  its 
allied  services.  But  we  have  been  telling  stu¬ 
dents  —  and  rightly  so  —  that  the  Christian  life 
can  and  should  be  lived  in  any-  field  of  useful 
labor  or  profession  as  well  as  in  the  pulpit.  A 
man  can  be  a  Christian  engineer  or  a  Christian 
teacher  —  and  be  well  paid  for  it.  What  motiva¬ 
tion  we  give  him  to  sacrifice  (not  himself  but) 
his  family,  in  so  far  as  creature  comforts  are 
concerned,  to  minister  to  well-paid  people  who 
will  not  share  equally  with  them? 

In  the  center  of  America’s  greatest  concen¬ 
tration  of  wealth,  a  Methodist  annual  conference 
offers  a  salary  of  $300  per  month  to  a  minister 
with  three  years  of  post-graduate  preparation; 
plus  a  slow  advance  which  may  never  exceed 
$5,000  to  $6,000  per  annum.  And  this  is  more 
foi  the  beginner  than  any  other  Methodist  con- 
feience  guarantees.  Are  not  the  laymen  asking 
a  bit  too  much  (and  themselves  withholding  too 
much)  when  they  ask  talented  and  consecrated 
young  men  (brought  up  in  this  generation’s  at¬ 
mosphere  of  plenty)  to  give  up  for  fheir  families 
the  offers  of  business  and  industry  and  other 
professions  in  order  to  enter  the  highly-praised 
but  actually-unappreciated  ministry? 

No  man  enters  the  Christian  ministry  in 
search  of  financial  rewards.  But  those  of  us  to 
whom  their  ministry  is  given  have  no  moral 
right  to  withhold  from  them  and  their  families 
a  fair  share  of  what  we  possess  and  enjoy. 


I  believe  in  the  survival  of.  human  personality 
because  I  believe  that  the  universe  is  sufficiently 
intelligent  to  preserve  its  highest  values 
The  only  way  the  universe  can  preserve  its  su- 
pi  erne  values  is  to  preserve  human  personality. 
Will  it  be  so?  I  cannot  prove,  but  I  believe  that 
it  will.  —  Dr.  Ernest  Fremont  Tittle. 
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Methodists  To  Institute  Health  Work 
Among  Former  Headhunters 


New  York  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Harold 
N.  Brewster,  medical  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Division  of  World 
Missions,  will  leave  Sept.  27  to  in¬ 
stitute  health  work  among  a  tribe 
of  former  headhunters  deep  in  the 
jungles  of  Sarawak  in  northern 
Borneo. 

He  has  been  given  a  two-year 
leave  of  absence  to  get  the  project 
under  way. 

Dr.  Brewster  said  here  that  a  hos¬ 
pital  will  be  constructed  —  probably 
at  Kapit,  some  200  miles  up  the 
Rajang  River  from  the  coast  —  from 
which  mobile  medical  teams  of 
health  workers  and  nurses  can 
reach  most  of  the  tribal  settlements 
in  Sarawak’s  interior  by  boat. 

The  Iban  people  who  populate 
the  interior  all  live  in  settlements 
built  on  pilings  over  rivers  and 
streams,  he  said,  and  “the  only  way 
to  reach  them  is  by  boat  —  there 
are  no  roads.” 

Dr.  Brewster  visited  the  area  late 
in  1954  while  touring  Methodist 
medical  mission  centers  in  South¬ 
east  Asia,  India,  Japan  and  Korea. 
He  said  he  had  been  impressed  by 
the  “minor  mass  movement  toward 
Christianity”  evidenced  by  the  Ibans 
since  early  1953.  The  missionary 
official  reported  on  his  return  to 
New  York  that  the  establishment 
of  medical  work  among  them  would 


Biblical  Society  Clarifies 
Stand  on  Yonan  Codex 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Philip  Hyatt  of  Nashville,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Society  for  Biblical  Lit¬ 
erature  and  Exegesis,  has  expressed 
“regret”  for  “misunderstandings” 
caused  by,  the  society’s  adoption  of 
a  resolution  on  the  Yonan  Codex. 

In  a  letter  made  public  by  the 
Aramaic  Bible  Foundation  here  to 
which  it  was  addressed,  Dr.  Hyatt 
said  the  resolution  was  “not  in¬ 
tended  to  discredit  the  foundation.” 

The  Aramic  Bible  Foundation  is 
sponsoring  a  national  tour  of  the 
New  Testament  manuscript  which 
is  owned  by  Norman  M.  Yonan, 
Washington  importer  from  Assyria. 

The  resolution  approved  by  the 
biblical  scholars  at  their  75th  anni¬ 
versary  meeting  in  New  York  last 
December  rejected  claims  as  to  the 
age,  importance  and  value  of  the 
manuscript. 

Dr.  Hyatt  said  in  his  letter  that 
the  controversy  over  the  age  of  the 
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be  of  paramount  influence  in  con¬ 
tinuing  the  trend. 

The  proposed  mobile  units  will 
operate  from  the  center  at  Kapit 
in  dugouts  and  other  small  boats 
equipped  with  outboard  motors. 
They  will  be  staffed  largely  by  na¬ 
tive  Methodist  missionary  workers 
from  Malaya,  the  Philippines  and 
other  Asian  lands,  Dr.  Brewster 
said. 

Methodist  officials  here  recalled 
that  last  fall  Bishop  Raymond  L. 
Archer  of  Singapore  journeyed  to 
Sarawak  and  then  up  the  Rajang 
by  launch  nearly  100  miles  to  Ba- 
wang  Assan  to  dedicate  a  church- 
built  by  an  Iban  village  because  its 
aged  chief  wanted  to  “die  a  Chris¬ 
tian.” 


Methodists  To  Launch 
Bible  Study  Plan 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  A 
“Bible  book  a  month”  plan,  de¬ 
signed  to  encourage  systematic 
study  of  the  Scriptures,  will  be 
launched  in  April  by  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education  here. 

Called  Bible  Readers’  Service,  it 
will  provide  a  monthly  study  guide 
for  each  book  of  the  Bible.  The 
series  will  start  with  the  Gospel  of 
Mark,  to  be  followed  by  Matthew, 
Luke,  John  and  the  other  books  of 
the  New  Testament.  Similar  guides 
to  the  Old  Testament  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  later. 

“Our  basic  purpose  is  to  encour¬ 
age  Methodists  to  read  the  Bible 
regularly  and  with  more  under¬ 
standing,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert  M. 
Cox  of  J;he  board’s  Department  of 
Christian  Education  of  Adults. 


Ordinance  To  Legalize  Bingo  Withdrawn 
In  New  Orleans 


Methodists  Seek  'Mission  to 
America'  By  Younger  Churches 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  group  of 
Methodist  ministers  and  lay  leaders 
from  the  “younger  churches”  over¬ 
seas  would  be  invited  to  the  United 
State  in  1958  to  conduct  a  “Mission 
to  America”  under  a  proposal  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Methodist  Boards  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Evangelism. 

The  plan  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Methodist  General  Conference 
when  it  meets  in  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
April  25-May  9. 

The  two  boards  pointed  out  in  a 
joint  memorial  that  leaders  of  the 
“younger  churches,”  through  wit¬ 
nessing  to  “their  triumphant  faith,” 
might  lead  American  Methodists 
toward  “a  great  spiritual  awaken¬ 
ing.”  - 


New  Orleans  (RNS) - A  pro¬ 

posed  ordinance  to  legalize  bingo, 
keno  and  raffles  here  for  religious 
or  charitable  purposes  was  with¬ 
drawn  by  its  sponsors,  a  group  of 
City  Council  members. 

They  said  the  ordinance  would 
be  contrary  to  state  laws. 

However,  the  sponsors  declared 
they  firmly  believe  that  the  police 
department  should  not  dissipate  its 
manpower  “on  the  harassment  of 
religious,  civic  or  patriotic  groups 
who  wish  to  sponsor  such  entertain¬ 
ment  in  the  interest  of  fund  raising 
for  worthy  purposes.” 

Police  power  should  be  used 
against  criminals  rather  than  in 
raiding  church  or  civic  groups,  the 
councilmen  added. 

Mayor  DeLesseps  Morrison  said 
recently  he  did  not  think  the  ordi¬ 
nance  was  necessary  because  a  1948 
ordinance,  in  his  opinion,  permitted 
games  of  chance  for  charitable  or 
religious  fund-raising  purposes. 

State  Rep.  Edward  P.  LeBreton, 
Jr.,  has  said  he  will  introduce  legis¬ 
lation  to  legalize  charitable  bingo, 
keno  and  raffles  at  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature  in  May. 

The  withdrawn  ordinance  was  op¬ 
posed  by  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  and  other 
Protestant  groups. 

The  Rev.  O.  S.  Chiocchio,  chair¬ 


man  of  the  civic  affairs  department, 
said  the  federation  is  “unalterably 
opposed  to '  gambling  in  all  forms 
and  for  any  purpose.” 


Hoover  Blames 
Delinquency  On  Lack 
Of  Respect  For  God 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —FBI 
Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover  blamed 
the  postwar  juvenile  crime  wave 
on  “soft-headed”  parents  who  do 
not  teach  their  children  “respect 
for  God.” 

He  told  the  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee  that  the'  prob¬ 
lem  cannot  be  remedied  by  play¬ 
grounds,  youth  agencies  and  Boy 
Scouts  unless  parents  also  teach 
their  children  respect  “for  God, 
the  law,  and  for  others.” 

Social  agencies  cannot  take  the 
place  of  the  mother  and  father 
“conscious  of  their  responsibili¬ 
ties  to  inculcate  in  youth  respect 
for  God,”  Mr.  Hoover  said. 

He  also  said  that  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency  will  not  be  decreased 
until  parents  are  held  legally  and 
financially  responsible  for  the 
misdeeds  of  their  children. 

Mr.  Hoover  was  testifying  in 
connection  with  the  FBI’s  re¬ 
quest  for  a  record  budget. 


Returning  Delegation  Concerned  Over 
Future  Of  Russian  Churches 


New  York  (RNS)  —  Grave  ap¬ 
prehension  over  the  status  of  church 
life  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  voiced 
by  a  nine-man  delegation  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  on 
their  return  here  from  a  ten-day 
visit  to  Russia. 

In  a  formal  statement  issued  on 
their  arrival  and  later  at  a  press 
conference,  the  churchmen  said  that 
while  religious  worship  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  appears  to  be  more  free 
now  than  in  past  years,  it  faces 
eventual  eradication. 

The  churchmen  described  the  vis¬ 
it  as  “worthwhile”  since  they  had 
accomplished  their  mission  of  es¬ 
tablishing  the  first  contacts  be¬ 
tween  Russian  and  America  n 
churches  since  the  Bolshevik  revo¬ 
lution  of  1917. 

“We  knew  in  advance  of  oun  go¬ 
ing  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
achieve  understanding,  let  alone 
agreement,”  they  said-  “But  we  be¬ 


Soviets  Challenged  To  Release  Religious  Leaders 


New  York  (RNS)  —  The  Assem¬ 
bly  of  Captive  European  Nations 
here  called  upon  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  to  demonstrate  the  sincerity 
of  its  repudiation  of  Stalin  by  im¬ 
mediately  releasing  religious  lead¬ 
ers  and  other  “victims  of  judicial 
murders.” 

The  assembly  includes  statesmen 
and  elected  representatives  of  nine 
European  countries  which  fell  un¬ 
der  Communist  domination.  It  was 
established  in  1954. 

“We  are  thinking  not  only  of  such 
dignitaries  as  ardinal  Mindszenty, 
Cardinal  Wyszynski,  Archbishop 
Beran  and  the  many  others  who 
formerly  held  high  position,”  a 


manuscript,  claimed  by  the  founda¬ 
tion  to  have  been  written  in  400 
A.  X)-,  might  stem  from  “an  honest 
difference  of  scholarly  opinion.” 

“We  have  been  informed  that  at 
least  two  of  our  members  subscribe 
to  a  fifth  century  date,”  he  said. 


statement  by  Dr.  Villis  Masens, 
chairman  of  the  assembly  declared, 
“but  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  held  in  prison  or  forced 
labor  camps  on  trumped  up  charges.” 

Now  that  Stalin  has  been  repudia¬ 
ted  by  the  current  Moscow  leaders 
and  is  being  blamed  for  all  the  mis¬ 
deeds  and  murders  of  the  past,  Dr. 
Masens  said,  “the  new  regime,  as 
an  earnest  of  its  sincerity,  should 
exonerate  and  free  without  delay 
the  victims  of  judicial  murders  still 
alive.” 

“If  the  new  Soviet  regime  has 
difficulty  in  finding  all  the  evidence 
of  Stalin’s  crimes,”  he  added,  “we 
could  supply  a  substantial  list 
drawn  up  by  each  of  the  nine  coun¬ 
tries’  representatives  in  exile.” 

Dr.  Masens  also  challenged  the 
Soviet  government  to  call  “unfet¬ 
tered  national  elections  throughout 
the  subjugated  lands  of  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe  since  the  power  of 
the  present  rulers  there  is  based  on 
false  elections.” 


lieved  that  in  a  time  of  world  ten¬ 
sions  with  deep  cleavage  between 
East  and  West  Christians  should 
talk  to  one  another  with  frankness.” 

“There  seems  to  be  no  interfer¬ 
ence  with  worship  in  the  church,” 
the  group  reported.  “Congregations 
were  large  and  devout  in  the  rela¬ 
tively  few  available  churches,  with 
a  preponderance  of  older  people  and 
women. 

The  churchmen  added  that  since 
1954,  the  Soviet  government  “has 
discouraged  persecution  of  churches 
and  clergymen,”  according  to  a  for¬ 
mal  government  decree  shown  to 
the  deputation. 

Dr.  Roswell  P.  Barnes,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council,  said  the  danger  confronting 
the  Russian,  churches  was  mainly 
that  as  persecution  ceased  “they 
may  tend  tp  drop  their  guard.” 

“There  is  no  room  for  optimism,” 
he  said,  “since  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  probably  changed  tactics  “as 
it  felt  more  confident  about  an  al¬ 
most  complete  control  of  education, 
and  believes  religion  will  deterior¬ 
ate  and  die  within  another  genera¬ 
tion.” 

The  joint  statement  also  stressed 
that  “there  seems  to  be  no  religious 
education  in  the  Soviet  Union  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  home  by  parents  and 
by  priests  or  ministers  on  occasional 
visitations.” 

“The  churches  regard  tljeir  func¬ 
tion  as  that  of  saving  souls  and 
preparing  them  for  heaven,  but 
show  little  other  concern  for  the 
social  or  intellectual  life  of  their 
people,”  it  said.  “In  a  population 
rapidly  receiving  scientific  educa¬ 
tion  biased  toward  atheistic  assump¬ 
tions”  such  -a  limited  concept  of 
phurch  functions  “constitutes  per¬ 
haps  a  greater  danger  to  the  Church 
than  does  political  control  of  the 
Church  itself.” 

The  American  delegates  also  ob¬ 
served  that  in  return  for  freedom  ° 
worship  the  church  leaders  - 
Protestant  as  well  as  Orthodox 
have  “apparently  inclined  to  f?° 
along  with  Soviet  Communist  lea 
ership  in  important  areas.” 
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CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Vacation  School  Institute 

Several  institutes  have  already 
been  announced  last  week.  We  are 
listing  institutes  for  two  more  dis¬ 
tricts: 

Conway' District  will  have  two  in¬ 
stitutes  as  follows:  l\forrilton,  April 
10,  9  A.  M.;  Gardner  Memorial, 
North  Little  Rock,  April  17,  9  A.  M. 

Searcy  District  will  have  two  in¬ 
stitutes  as  follows:  Searcy,  First 
Church,  April  12,  beginning  at  4 
P.  M.  and  closing  about  9  P.  M.; 
Clinton,  April  13,-  beginning  at  10 
A.  M.  and  closing  by  2  P.  M. 


Ozark  Area  School 

A  four  unit  area  training  school 
has  been  planned  for  the  churches 
within  reach  of  Ozark,  with  the 
following  courses  being  offered: 

The  Meaning  of  Methodism,  Rev. 
Earl  Carter 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
Rev.  Worth  W.  Gibson 

Helping  Adults  Learn,  Rev.  Archie 
Boyd 

Life  of  Paul,  Ira  A.  Brumley 

The  date  of  this  school  is  April 
16-18. 


Series  of  Schools  on  Teaching 

Mrs.  Elmus  C.  Brown  is  to  offer 
the  course  on  Ways  of  Teaching, 
Walnut  Ridge,  April  16-20.  This  is 
for  all  the  churches  within  reach  of 
this  school. 

She  is  to  offer  the  courseAm  How 
to  Teach  in  the  Church  School,  as 
follows:  Calico  Rock,  April  22-24; 
Cotter,  April  25-27;  Clinton,'  April 
29-May  1.  All  church  school  teach¬ 
ers  and  officers,  together  with  par¬ 
ents  of  children  and  youth  should  be 
in  these  schools,  who  are  close 
enough  to  attend. 


The  month  of  April  will  bring  to 
many  of  the  church  schools  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  training 
opportunities.  The  following  schools 
are  listed  for  April:  Sil’oam  Springs, 
Marion,  Forrest  City,  Dardanelle, 
Marked  Tree,  Monette,  Corning,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  ones  listed  above. 


CHILDREN’S  WORKERS’ 
CONFERENCE 

A  Children’s  Workers’  Conference 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  has 
been  announced  for  August  6,  7,  and 
8  at  Camp  Brewer.  This  will  be  a 
state-wide  camp. 

The  theme  for  the  camp  is  “For¬ 
ward  with  Children”.  The  three 
study  groups  will  deal  with  Music, 
Worship  and  Creative  Activities. 

The  quota  for  each  district  in  the 
Conference  is  15. 


Happy  is  the  man  who  has  learned 
the  secret  of  coming  to  God  daily  in 
Prayer.  Fifteen  minutes  alone  with 
God  every  morning  before  you  start 
the  day  can  change  circumstances 
and  remove  mountains. — Billy  Gra¬ 
ham,  The  Secret  of  Happiness  — 
(Doubleday) 


RECREATIONAL 
WORKSHOPS' 
SCHEDULED  FOR 
-  APRIL 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Two  regional 
workshops  for  Methodist  recreation 
leaders  are  scheduled  for  April.  The 
Rev.  Wallace  Chappell,  Nashville, 
staff  member  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education,  will  direct  both  pro¬ 
jects.  ' 

The  Rev.  Warren  Willis  of  Lake¬ 
land,  Florida  conference  director  of 
Youth  Work,  will  be  host  for  the 
southeastern  workshop,  to  be  held 
at  the  Methodist  Youth  Camp,  Lees¬ 
burg,  Fla.,  April  11-18.  Approxi¬ 
mately  175  church  workers  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attentf. 

The  south  central  workshop  will 
be  held  April  22-21  at  Camp  Egan, 
Tahlequah,  Okla.,  for  100  leaders. 
The  Rev.  Golden  Shook  of  Oklahoma 
City  will  be  host. 

The  Division  of  the  Local  Church 
of  the  Methodist  board  will  sponsor 
the  recreation  projects,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  conference  boards  of  edu¬ 
cation. 

A  variety  of  courses,  ranging  from 
nature  lore  to  folk  games,  will  be 
offered  by  nationally  known  recre¬ 
ation  leaders.  Each  workshop  will 
be  “a  project  in  recreational  leader¬ 
ship  education,”  with  opportunities 
for  sharing  experiences  among 
church  leaders,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chap¬ 
pell  said. 

Participants  will  be  encouraged  to 
set-up  similar  projects  in  their  home 
conferences. 


WORKSHOP  ON  WORKING 
WITH  HANDICAPPED 
PEOPLE 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Twenty-five 
young  ministers'  have  been  selected 
to  attend  a  “Workshop  on  Working 
with  Handicapped  People”  at  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  head¬ 
quarters  here,  May  28- June  1. 

A  $2880  federal  grant  has  been 
made  to  the  Methodist  board  for 
this  workshop,  it  was  announced  by 
J.  Hank  Smith,  director  of  vocation¬ 
al  rehabilitation  for  the  Tennessee 
State  Department  of  Education. 

He  said  the  workshop  is  the  first 
cooperative  project  of  this  kind  in 
Tennessee,  and  perhaps  the  nation, 
adding  that  “It  may  well  set  a  pat¬ 
tern  for  joint  church-education  ef¬ 
forts  to  aid  the  handicapped.” 

Ten  of  the  participating  ministers 
wiU  be  from  Tennessee,  with  15 
coining  from  adjoining  states.  Each 
will  receive  a  $50  “traineeship”  for 
expenses.  The  remainder  of  the 
grant  will  meet  operational  costs. 

The  Rev.  M.  Leo  Rippv,  Methodist 
educational  official,  said  the  work¬ 
shop’s  purpose  is  “to  give  guidance 
to  a  group  of  selected  ministers  in 
what  is  involved  in  working  with 
the  handicapped,  and  how  they  can 
work  to  aid  handicapped  people  in 
finding  employment  and  in  becom¬ 
ing  more  accepted  citizens  in  their 
respective  communities.” 

Dr.  Rippy  is  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Christian  Education 
of  Adults  at  the  Methodist  board.  He 
said  Tennessee  ministers  will  go 
from  the  workshop  to  work  in  com- 


The  feel  of  spring  in  the  air  now 
and  then  during  the  winter  months 
brings  to  church  school  workers 
with  boys  and  girls  the  insistent 
thought  that  vacation  church  schools 
are  in  the  offing. 

No  doubt  many  leaders  in  the 
Children’s  Division  and  the  Inter¬ 
mediate 'Department  of  the  church 
school  are  already  preparing  for  the 
vacation  church  schools  in  their 
churches. 

For  sometime  now  the  Department 
of  the  Christian  Education  of  Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  has  been  assisting  through 
various  training  programs  in  pre¬ 
paring  leaders  for  these  schools.  And 
for  sometime,  too,  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House  has  been  adver¬ 
tising  the  fine  array  of  materials  it 
has  for  use  in  vacation  church 
schools. 

The  theme  for  vacation  church 
schools  this  year  is  the  Bible — that 
is,  it  is  the  theme  for  those  churches 
using  the  six-year  cycle  of  study 
areas  for  vacation  church  schools  as 
recommended  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  However,  text¬ 
books  in  other  areas  are  available. 

The  courses  on  the  Bible  give  spe¬ 
cial  help  in  acquainting  boys  and 
girls  with  the  teachings  of  the  Bible 
and  with  people  and  events  of  Bible 
times.  These  studies  in  the  area  of 
the  Bible  should  help  children  have 
more  appreciation  of  the  Bible  and 
to  learn  to  use  it  more  satisfactorily. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House’s 
catalog  of  materials  for  vacation 
church  schools  is  a  joint  venture  of 
the  General  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Publishing  House.  In  the  cat¬ 
alog  are  listed  nine  courses  on  the 
Bible — two  for  Kindergarteners,  two 
for  Primary  children,  three  for 
Juniors  and  two  for  Intermediates. 
The  catalog  is  free  from  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  that  serves  you. 

Other  information  about  vacation 
church  schools  is  available  from 
Miss  Mary  Calhoun,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


“TELL  ME  ABOUT 
HEAVEN” 

By  Mary  Alice  Jones 
(Rand  McNally,  $2.50) 

Dr.  Mary  Alice  Jones,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Children,  General  Board 
of  Education,  has  written  another 
lovely  “Tell  Me”  book.  This  one 
suggests  responses  to  young  chil¬ 
dren’s  questions  about  death  and 
heaven  in  a  wise,  comforting,  and 
common-sense  way  that  will  im¬ 


munity  situations,  supervised  by 
Smith.  Out-of-stateN  delegates  will 
“interpret  work  with  the  handicap¬ 
ped  in  their  respective  states,”  he 
said. 

Miss  Virginia  Stafford  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults  at  the  Methodist  board  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  much  of  the  planning 
for  the  workshop. 


Leaders  in  Christian  education  a- 
gree  that  every  church  in  Methodism 
needs  more  and  better  trained  work¬ 
ers,  it  was  said  recently  by  the  Rev. 
M.  Earl  Cunningham,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Leadership  Educa¬ 
tion,  General  Board  of  Education. 
They  also  agree  that  effective  lead¬ 
ership  education  requires  detailed 
planning,  careful  supervision,  and 
thoughtful  evaluation. 

One  of  the  best  means  toward  this 
end  is  the  Christian  Workers’ 
Schools  promoted  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Leadership  Education.  The 
department  has  recently  released  a 
manual  containing  a  list  of  courses 
in  the  program  of  leadership  educa¬ 
tion  of  The  Methodist  Church  and 
information  about  various  ways  in 
which  these  courses  may  be  used. 

Instructions  contained*  in  the  man¬ 
ual  as  to  how  to  start  a~  Christian 
Workers’  School,  if  followed,  will 
result  irl  a  more  Christian  and  ef¬ 
fective  leadership,  Mr.  Cunningham 
said. 

A  Christian  Workers’  School 
usually  results  when  a  need  for 
training  is  recognized  by  one  of  the 
following  groups,  which  group  may 
serve  as  the  board  of  managers:  (1) 
the  church  commission  on  education; 
(2)  the  pastors  and  church  school 
superintendents  of  a  community  or 
subdistrict;  (3)  the  district  -staff  or 
board  of  education;  (4)  age-group 
representatives;  (5)  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  board  of  education. 

In  preparing  for  the  school,  the 
board  of  managers  elects  officers, 
reviews  recommendations  and  sug¬ 
gestions  from  the  several  leaders 
and  organizations  concerned,  selects 
the  courses,  elects  a  dean,  estab¬ 
lishes  general  policies  and  examines 
the  manual  carefully. 

The  board  of  managers  also  selects 
a  committee  or  an  individual  to  care 
for  each  of  the  following  matters: 
program,  finance,  arrangements  and 
publicity. 

Details  for  starting  and  carrying 
on  a  Christian  Workers’  School  and 
the  list  of  courses  developed  by  the 
Department  of  Leadership  Educa¬ 
tion  are  contained  in  the  manual 
mentioned  above.  Order  1956  Man¬ 
ual  for  Christian  Workers’  Schools 
(700-B)  free  from  the  Service  De¬ 
partment,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  or  from  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  your  conference  board  of 
education. 


press  and  satisfy  them.  It  might  be 
added  that  many  adults  reading  the 
book  will  react  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner. 

Some  of  the  questions  answered  in 
this  book  are:  “Where  is  heaven?” 
“What  is  heaven  like?”  “Why  do 
people  die?”  “Can  bad  people  go 
to  heaven?”  “What  do  people  do  in 
heaven?” 

The  other  books  in  this  series  by 
Dr.  Jones  help  answer  children’s 
questions  about  God,  Jesus,  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  and  prayer. 

Beautifully  illustrated  by  Marjorie 
Cooper,  Tell  Me  About  Heaven  has 
a  hopeful,  confident  tone  that  will 
*help  develop  a  sense  of  security  in 
its  readers  as  well  as  in  its  “listen¬ 
ers.” 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  DAVID  CORLEY  of  Monroe 
are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Johnny  David  Cor¬ 
ley,  Jr.,  born  on  March  18.  Mr.  Corley  is  pastor 
of  the  Fairbanks  and  Bartholomew  Churches. 

REV.  GARLAND  DEAN,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
Kentwood  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Lenten  mid-week  service  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Amite  on  Wednesday 
evening,  March  21. 

REV.  OTIS  W.  SPINKS,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville  on  Friday  evening,  March  16. 

G.  R.  HIGGINBOTHAM  has  been  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  Haynes- 
ville  Methodist  Church  for  the  coming  year. 
Other  new  officers  are  Bill  Garrett,  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  T.  W.  Campbell,  secretary. 

GUESTS  at  the  March  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  Zachary  were  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
J.  S.  Morris  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Zach¬ 
ary.  After  supper  the  group  attended  a  piano 
recital  by  Mrs.  Morris.  Morgan  Lipscomb  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  club. 

DR.  J.  D.  GREY,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  New  Orleans,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  a  dinner  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men 
of  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  on  Monday  evening,  March  26,  at  the 
church. 

HE  PINE  GROVE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
had  a  fish  fry  and  basket  supper  on  Saturday 
night,  March  17,  on  the  church  lawn  for  members 
and  friends  of  the  church.  A  Saint  Patrick’s 
Day  party  was  given  for  the  young  people  fol¬ 
lowing  the  supper. 

REV.  EWING  T.  WAYLAND,  one  of  the  editors 
of  The  Louisiana  Methodist  and  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Methodist,  is  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
interdenominational  Associated  Church  Press 
meeting  in  Toronto,  Canada,  Wednesday,  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday  of  this  week. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  was 
the  visiting  preacher  in  a  Holy  Week  revival  at 
the  Marksville  Methodist  Church,  March  25  to 
March  30.  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson  is  pastor  of 
the  Marksville  Church. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  W.  W.  ROBERTS  of  Mangum 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary  on 
Easter  Sunday.  Their  children  honored  them  with 
a  reception  in  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church  from 
3:00  to  5:00  p.m. 

DR.  HAROLD  A.  BOSLEY,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  Howard  Auditorium  at  Louisiana  Tech, 
Ruston,  at  10:00  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
April  3,  as  the  final  programs  on  the  spring  series 
of  the  Louisiana  Tech  Concert  Association. 

THE  FORMAL  OPENING  of  the  new  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Houma  was  held  on 
Sunday,  April  1,  with  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
preaching  at  the  11:00  a.m.  service.  Open  house 
was  held  between  the  hours  of  3:00  p.m.  and  5:00 
p.m.  and  8:00  p.m.  and  10:00  p.m. 

HE  NORTH  BATON  ROUGE  METHODIST 
CHURCH,  as  a  result  of  three  nights  of 
Visitation  Evangelism,  has  received  42  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Paul  Browne,  W.  H.  Wisner  and  C.  R. 
Freneaux  formed  the  committee  that  was  in 
charge  of  the  visitation.  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ROBERT  PARROTT  and  a  group  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  students  from  S.  L.  I.  con¬ 
ducted  the  evening  worship  service  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Iberia  on  March  18. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  reports  that  the 
congregation  was  inspired  by  their  “Testament 
of  Faith.” 


THE  KIWANIS  CLUB  of  Baton  Rouge  was  the 
sponsor  of  the  annual  Community  Easter 
Sunrise  Service  at  the  Greek  Theater  at  Louis¬ 
iana  State  University  at  5:45  a.m.  on  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  morning.  Dr.  John  W.  Melton,  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  was  the  preacher  for 
the  service.  • 

DR.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  spoke  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Pineville  on  Sunday  morning, 
March  25.  On  Sunday,  April  1,  Rev.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  Jr.,  preached  at  the  morning  hour  and  the 
Kansas  Wesley  University  Choir  gave  a  concert 
at  the  evening  service.  Rev.  P.  M.  Caraway  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

SERVICES  were  held  at  St.  Mark’s  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  throughout  Holy 
Week,  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  T.  O.  Carlstrom,  in 
charge.  On  Tuesday,  March  27,  Mr.  Carlstrom 
spoke  on  “Father  Forgive.”  On  Wednesday  he 
spoke  on  “With  Me  In  Paradise”,  on  Thursday 
“I  Thirst,”  and  on  Friday  “It  Is  Finished.”  On 
Thursday  a  communion  service  was  held. 

ROBERT  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  lay  lead¬ 
er,  was  the  speaker  at  the  organizational  din¬ 
ner  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Logansport  Methodist  Church  on  Thursday, 
March  22.  Thirty-three  men  signed  as  charter 
members.  Officers  elected  were:  Norrell  Thom¬ 
as,  president;  H.  G.  McCasland,  vice-president, 
and  .Jack  McGinnis,  secretary. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  St.  Bernard  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Chalmette,  met  on  April  2  at 
7:00  p.m.  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church. 
Ben  Martin,  president,  held  a  short  business 
meeting,  followed  by  refreshments.  The  men  then 
left  for  a  tour  of  the  Kaiser  Aluminum  Plant, 
Chalmette,  arrangements  being  made  by  John 
Weese,  a  member  of  the. club. 

A  SERIES  of  three  special  Holy  Week  devotions 
were  held  at  Centenary  College  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Inter-Faith  Council,  headed 
by  Delton  Pickering  of  New  Orleans.  The  services 
were  held  in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on 
the  campus,  and  college  ministerial  students 
served  as  speakers.  The  services  were  open  to 
the  public. 

THE  ST.  BERNARD  MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION  of  St.  Bernard  Parish  held  its  first 
Eastern  dawn  service  on  Sunday,  April  1,  at  6:00 
a.m.  at  the  monument  in  Chalmette  National 
Park,  Chalmette.  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton,  pastor  of 
the  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chalmette, 
brought  the  Easter  message,  and  special  music 
was  sung  by  the  combined  choirs  of  the  churches 
of  St.  Bernard  Parish. 

REV.  DENNIS  FORDHAM,  age  94,  retired 
Methodist  minister,  supply,  died  at  his  home 
in  Chatham  on  Tuesday,  March  13.  He  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Winn  Parish  and  had  lived  all  his  life  in 
Louisiana.  He  had  served  as  a  minister  since  he 
was  19  years  of  age  and  retired  from  active  work 
in  1940.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednes¬ 
day  at  the  Zoar  Church  with  Rev.  J.  T.  Garrett, 
Rev.  C.  K.  Brooks  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Cunningham 
officiating. 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES  were  held  at  the 
Curtis  Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City, 
Wednesday,  March  28,  when  Miss  Lillian  Polk, 
speech  instructor  at  Fairpark  High  School, 
Shreveport,  showed  slides  of  her  recent  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land.  On  Maundy  Thursday  she  showed 
slides  of  the  Garden  of  GethSemane  and  the 
ancient  olive  tree's  in  the  garden,  and  Golgotha 
where  Christ  was  taken  for  crucifixion.  On  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen,  pastor  of  the 
church,  spoke  on  “The  Seven  Last  Words.” 

THE  MT.  ZION  METHODIST  CHURCH  cele¬ 
brated  its  100th  anniversary  on  Sunday, 
March  11,  when  cornerstone-laying  ceremonies 
were  conducted  by  the  district  superintendent, 
Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend.  The  church  is  building  a 
pew  brick  sanctuary.  Rev.  R.  W.  Aiken  is  pastor. 


The  Mt.  Zion  Church  was  organized  in  1856  in 
the  center  of  a  prosperous  farming  community 
five  miles  northeast  of  Montgomery.  The  corner¬ 
stone-laying  ceremonies  had  a  large  attendance 
from  Winn,  Grant  and  other  parishes. 

THE  CHOIRS  of  the  University  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Charles  presented  a  special 
program  of  music  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Sunday  evening 
March  25,  in  observance  of  Holy  Week.  Leslie 
Spinks  and  J.  M.  Thom  directed  the  choirs  with 
Miss  Katherine  Rentrop  at  the  piano  and  Mrs 
Edna  Myra  Skipper  at  the  organ.  Services  were 
conducted  Monday  through  Thursday  at  7:00  p.m 
with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  doing 
the  preaching.  On  Friday  evening  the  senior 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  presented  a  play 
“The  Challenge  of  the  Cross.” 

THE  CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR,  directed 
by  A.  C.  Voran,  presented  the  sunrise  service 
Easter  Day  at  the  newly-opened  A.  J.  Hodges 
'Gardens  near  Many.  Mr.  Voran  directed  the  49- 
voice  Centenary  group  as  well  as  the  combined 
voices  of  the  collegians  and  the  choirs  of  the 
First  Methodist  and  First  Baptist  Churches  of 
Many  in  traditional  Easter  music.  Rev.  John 
Koelemay  is  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  Rev.  William  Rose  is  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  service  was  the  first  formal  function 
held  in  the  4,300-acre  tract,  which  includes  a 
225-acre  artificial  lake.  x 

A  REPRESENTATIVE  GROUP  of  Methodist 
musicians  and  educators  met  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  on  March  5-6,  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Division  of  the  Local  Church  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education.  According  to  Rev.  Walter 
Towner,  director  of  the  board’s  Department  of 
General  Church  School  Work,  the  meeting  was 
“largely  exploratory.”  He  said  plans  were  made 
for  “wider  cooperation  by  local  church  directors 
of  music  in  the  overall  work  of  the  church 
school”  and  that  details  were  perfected  for  “link¬ 
ing”  the  board-sponsored  summer  institutes  on 
church  music  and  leadership  education  schools.” 
Three  music  institutes  were  announced  for  this 
summer,  one  to  be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  on  July 
23-27  for  the  South  Central  and  Central  Juris¬ 
dictions.  Fred  Holler,  minister  of  music  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  attended 
the  meeting  in  Nashville. 

DR.  Y.  C.  YANG,  former  president  of  Soochow 
University,  Soochow,  China,  and  well-known 
in  the  United  States  where  he  had  been  secretary 
to  the  Chinese  delegation  to  the  Washington 
Disarmament  Conference,  1921-22,  and  still 
earlier  secretary  to  the  Chinese  minister  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  died  in  Shanghai  on  March  6. 
First  word  of  his  death  as  a  semi-prisoner  of  the 
communists  was  received  on  March  27,  by  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church,  a 
sponsor  of  Soochow  University.  He  was  64  years 
of  age,  Dr.  Yang  was  in  the  United  States  as  a 
refugee  from  the  Japanese  during  most  of  World 
War  II,  and  during  this  period  was  a  visiting 
professor  at  Bowdoin  College,  Emory  University, 
and  Duke  University.  In  1946  he  returned  to 
Soochow  to  rehabilitate  the  missionary  univer¬ 
sity  that  had  been  occupied  by  Japanese  troops 
during  the  war.  When  the  communists  took  over 
the  government!  and  city,  he  elected  to  remain 
with  the  school,  hoping  to  “ride  out”  the  move¬ 
ment.  But  the  communists  early  took  over  the 
University,  changed  its  name  and  courses  of 
study,  deposed  Dr.  Yang  from  the  presidency, 
but  kept  him  on  the  campus  as  a  “consultant”. 


BISHOP  AND  MRS.  MARTIN  TO 
ATTEND  PERKINS’  LECTURES 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  plan  to 
attend  the  Perkins’  Lectures  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  April  8-13. 
Dr.  James  S.  Stewart,  University  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  will  be  the  speaker  for  this  year’s 
series. 

Bishop  Martin  will  present  J.  J.  Perkins, 
noted  Methodist  layman  of  Wichita  Falls,  a 
print  of  the  temperance  film,  “Far  From  Alone” 
at  a  special  program  to  be  arranged  during  the 
time  of  the  lecture  series.  Bishop  Martin  is 
president  of  the  Board  of  Temperance  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Perkins’  support  of 
the  film  project  helped  make  the  production 
possible. 
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Louisiana  Conference 

Prayer  Life  Movement 

PRAYER  VIGIL 

PRAYER  VIGIL  DATES 
(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.  m.  on  the  first  date  and 
closes  at  6:00  p.  m.  the  second  date.) 
April  4-5 — Lisbon,  S.  Percy  Emman¬ 
uel 

April  5-6 — Benton,  L.  A.  Carrington; 

Kinder,  Raymond  B.  Crofoot 
April  6-7  —  First  Church,  Minden, 
Dan  R.  Robinson 

April  7-8  —  Pine  Grove-Pleasant 
Valley,  George  L.  Cagle;  Berwick, 
Arby  W.  Goody 

April  8-9 — Caddo  Heights,  Shreve¬ 
port,  George  W.  Ross 
April  9-10 — Holly  Ridge,  J.  C.  Wal¬ 
lace 

April  10-11 — Mer  Rouge,  L.  S.  Jones 
April  11-12,  Columbia,  W.  G.  Bar¬ 
ham 

April  12-13 — Sicily  Island,  J.  J. 
Davis 

April  13-14 — Stone  Avenue,  Monroe, 
L.  L.  Yeager;  Cameron-Grand 
Chenier,  Virgil  M.  Culpepper 
It  is  the  practice  in  a  number  of 
our  churches  to  have  an  altar  prayer 
time  as  a  part  of  the  Sunday  evening 
service.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
service_„or  earlier,  with  the  lights 
lowered  and  the  piano  or  organ  be¬ 
ing  played,  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  so  desiring  go  forward  and 
kneel  at  the  chancel  rail  for  a  few 
moments  of  personal  silent  prayer. 
Such  an  altar  prayer  time  could  well 
be  an  outgrowth  of  the  24-hour 
Prayer  Vigil. 

The  Prayer  Life  Movement  is 
reaching  many  parts  of  the  world. 
A  recent  report  from  the  pastor  of 
Bowen  Memorial,  Bombay,  India,  is 
as  follows: 

“At  10:00  p.  m.  many  went  home, 
but  returned  at  10:45  saying  that 
they  could  not  stay  away,  and  final¬ 
ly  about  22  spent  the  whole  night  in 
the  church.  Hymn  singing,  reading 
of  the  Bible,  praying  was  freely 
done,  as  I  had  instructed  them  that 
the  meeting  was  open,  and  one  could 
just  be  free  to  do  as  the  Spirit 
moved  ...  At  2:00  a.  m.  someone 
asked  for  the  hymn,  “I  Surrender 
All.”  When  I  followed  this  up  with 
an  altar  call,  all  22  come  to  the  altar 
and  rededicated  their  lives  to  Christ. 
There  was  one  Hindu  gentleman 
who  also  came  up.  At  a  later  hour, 
two  responded  to  a  second  invita¬ 
tion,  while  at  about  5:40  p.  m.  just 
before  closing  another  call  was  made 
and  14  came  up  and  dedicated  their 
lives  to  the  Lord — that  is  in  all  38. 
This  day  of  prayer  was  a  most  glor¬ 
ious  experience  in  the  lives  of  one 
and  all  of  us.  A  day  never  to  be 
forgotten.  So  many  have  been  the 
requests  to  have  another  day  that 
we  have  decided  to  tarry  again  on 
Thursday  evening  6:00  py  m.  t6  6:00 
a.  m.  on  Good  Friday  morning.” — 
W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman,  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


REVIVAL  AT  DEQUINCEY 

The  DeQuincey  Methodist  Church 
reports- a  good  revival  with  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  A.  A.  McKnight,  doing  the 
preaching  and  Rev.  Otis  Spinks  of 
Alexandria  leading  the  singing. 
Large  congregations  have  been  at¬ 
tending. 

The  church  has  had  a  good  year 
under  Brother  McKnight’s  pastorate 
with  a  number  of  improvements 
made  to  the  church  property.  The 
parsonage  has  been  repaired  and  a 
carport  added  at  a  cost  of  $2,000. 
The  church  has  been  air-conditioned 
at  a  cost  of  $2,200  and  a  number  of 
minor  improvements  have  been 
made. 


MEN  ADD  TO  GOD'S  ACRE  FUND  AT 

ST.  JOSEPH 


Wesley  Chapel  laymen  look  at  grain  elevator  receipts  from  the  soy 
bean  crop  which  the  men  of  the  church  planted  and  harvested  co-oper¬ 
atively.  They  are  left  to  right,  Ezell  James,  Mitchell,  charge  lay  leader, 
Ed  Berry  and  C.  A.  Loyd. , 


Palm  Sunday  at 
Gentilly  Church  s 

Rev.  J.  Edwin  Keith,  who  is  lead¬ 
ing  the  Expansion  and  Improvement 
Program  at  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  spoke  at 
all  three  services  of  the  church  on 
Palm  Sunday.  At  the  8:45  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice  he  spoke  on  “Who  Is  He?”  At 
the  11:00  a.m.  service  the  different 
age  groups  of  the  Sunday  School 
brought  their  pledges  for  the  Ex¬ 
pansion  and  Improvement  Program 
and  laid  them  on  the  altar  rail. 
Fifteen  young  people,  who  have 
been  studying  with  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakley,  for  church  member¬ 
ship  were  received  into  the  church. 
Mr.  Keith  directed  his  sermon  to 
these  young  people  and  stressed  the 
fact  that  juvenile  delinquency  is 
not  as  widespread  as  is  commonly 
believed. 

All  church  services  were  well  at¬ 
tended  and  the  congregation  is 
working  with  Mr.  Keith  toward  the 
success  of  this  program.  —  Mrs. 
John  F.  Reeks,  Jr. 

Youth  Temperance 
Education  Week 

Governor  Robert  F.  Kennon  of 
Louisiana  has  issued  the  following 
proclamation  in  connection  with  the 
observance  of  Youth  Temperance 
Education  Week  in  Louisiana,  April 
22-28: 

Governor's  Proclamation 

Whereas,  the  mode  of  conduct 
and  behavior  a  man  exhibits  are 
but  a  reflection  of  the  attitudes  and 
habits  a  youth  acquires;  and 

Whereas,  inculcation  in  a  youth  of 
proper  habits  and  attitudes  is  one 
of  the  greatest  services  a  parent  or 
youth’s  elder  can  render  to  him;  and 

Whereas,  the  problems  of  temp¬ 
erance  are  of  grave  importance  to 
our  parents  in  relation  to  their 
children,  and  is  worthy  of  study  by 
parents,  teachers  and  all  persons 
having  association  with  our  youth, 

I,  Robert  F.  Kennon,  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  do  hereby  proclaim  the 
week  of  April  22-28,  1956,  to  be 
Youth  Temperance  Education  Week 
in  Louisiana  and  urge  the  proper 
observance  pertaining  thereto. 


CENTENARY  ANNOUNCES 
TUITION  RAISE 

Centenary  College  will  raise  its 
tuition  and  fees,  effective  next  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  will  establish  accident 
insurance  protection  for  all  students. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of  the 
college,  said  the  total  charge  for  tui¬ 
tion  and  fees  will  be  increased  by 
$42.50  per  semester,  which  will  a- 
mount  to  a  10  per  cent  raise  in  the 
total  semester  charges  for  room, 
board  and  tuition.  The  total  charges 
now  are  $425. 

Higher  costs  and  the  necessity  for 
raising  teachers’  salaries  resulted  in 
the  increase,  Dr.  Mickle  said.  The 
boost  was  voted  by  the  college  board 
of  trustees  only  after  a  thorough 
study  of  tuition  costs  in  private  col¬ 
leges  across  the  country  had  been 
made  by  college  authorities. 

This  study  disclosed  that  Centen¬ 
ary’s  tuition,  which  has  not  been  in¬ 
creased  for  a  number  of  years,  was 
considerably  lower  than  that  of  col¬ 
leges  of  comparable  standing,  Dr. 
Mickle  said,  noting  that  state-sup¬ 
ported  institution, s  also  have  exper¬ 
ienced  rising  costs  in  recent  years. 
Even  with  the  raise,  Centenary’s  tui¬ 
tion  will  remain  lower  than  that  of 
many  private  colleges  in  the  region. 

The  college  administration  also  is 
seeking  to  benefit  students  by  af- 


Methodist  Group 
Ministry  Sponsors 
Workshop 

The  Methodist  Group  Ministry  of 
the  Arcadia  Area,  composed  of  Rev. 
Hubert  Gibbs,  pastor  at  Arcadia, 
Revs.  Kenneth  and  Rose  Carithers, 
pastors  of  Bienville-Castor  Charge, 
and  Rev.  Joe  Robinson,  pastor  of 
the  Gibsland  Charge,  sponsored  a 
recreation  workshop  which  was 
taught  by  Rev.  Dan  Robinson,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Minden.  All  sessions  of  the  workshop 
were  held  in  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Arcadia.  The  classes  were  held 
from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m.  on  four  night 
with  the  closing  session  on  Monday 
night,  March  12. 

Seventy-five  were  enrolled  with 
an  average  attendance  of  55.  Rev. 
Byrl  Moreland,  District  Director  of 
Youth  Work,  co-operated  and  parti¬ 
cipated  in  all  sessions  of  the  work¬ 
shop. 

As  a  result  of  the  school,  many 
young  people  are  directing  the  re¬ 
creation  in  their  own  churches,  ac¬ 
cording  to  report  of  leaders.  On  the 
Bienville-Castor  Charge  where  the 
youth  of  all  the  churches  of  the 
charge  meet  each  Sunday  night  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  of  recreation 
and  an  hour  of  worship,  the  youth 
have  virtually  taken  over  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  recreation  and  much  of 
the  worship. 

fording  them  accident  insurance 
protection,  the  entire  cost  of  which 
will  be  borne  by  the  increase.  De¬ 
tails  of  the  insurance  plan  now  are 
being  worked  out  and  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  shortly.  All  full-time  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  covered. 

The  present  rate  of  $35  for  a 
three-hour  course  in  the  evening 
division  will  be  raised  to  $45  in  the 
fall,  but  no  change  will  be  made  in 
the  costs  of  room  and  board  at  the 
college,  Dr.  Mickle  said. 


THREE  GO  INTO 
MINISTRY  FROM 
MARTHA  VILLE-ROBELINE 
CHARGE 

Rev.  A.  E.  Wingfield,  pastor  of 
the  Marthaville  Methodist  Church, 
writes  that  30  people  have  been 
converted  in  the  three  years  that 
he  has  served  the  Marthaville-Robe- 
line  Charge  and  that  three  men 
have  gone  into  the  ministry.  Two 


At  an  Official  Board  meeting  of 
Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Church, 
St.  Joseph,  in  the  winter  of  1954,  it 
was  suggested  by  Mitchell  Butts 
that  the  men  of  the  church  co-opera¬ 
tively  plant  a  crop  of  soy  beans  the 
following  spring  and  donate  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  the  God's  Acre  Fund  of  the 
church.  The  proposed  action  met 
with  the  approval  of  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  and  plans  were 
made  to  rent  a  50-acre  plot  of 
ground.  The  land  was  rented  from 
Fred  and  Burton  Berry,  members 
of  the  church. 

C.  A.  Loyd,  Mitchell  Butts,  Ed  Y. 
Berry,  L.  H.  Cook,  J.  W.  Webb  and 
Oliver  Berry  provided  the  machin¬ 
ery  and  labor  for  the  land  prepara¬ 
tion  and  planting.  The  beans  were 
then  planted  and  plowed  only  once 
during  the  course  of  their  growth. 
Harvesting  was  begun  on  October  20, 
1955,  and  completed  the  following 
day.  C.  A.  Loyd,  Mitchell  Butts,  Ed 
Y.  Berry,  and  Ezell  James  supplied 
combines  and  drivers  for  the  har¬ 
vesting.  L.  H.  Cook,  V.  C.  Rives,  and 
George  E.  Raworth  contributed  to 
the  expenses  of  the  harvesting.  The 
total  yield  from  the  50  acres  was 
1271  bushels.  Gross  profit  was  $2525. 
from  which  rent  and  seed  in  the 
amount  of  $688.68  had  to  be  sub¬ 
tracted. 

The  women  of  the-  church  pre¬ 
pared  a  barbecue  chicken  supper 
for  the  church  members  the  follow¬ 
ing  week.  At  that  time  C.  A.  Loyd 
presented  a  check  for  $1,836.32  to 
Mrs.  Minnie  Berry,  chairman  of  the 
God’s  Acre  Fund.  All  the  members 
of  the  church  appreciated  the 
stewardship  which  was  exemplified 
by  these  men,  according  to  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker.  He  says: 
“We  heartily  recommend  this  plan 
to  other  rural  churches,  not  only 
for  the  financial  gains  that  are  de¬ 
rived,  but  for  the  spirit  of  co-oper¬ 
ation  and  stewardship  it  engenders.” 


are  now  serving  charges  and  another 
will  take  work  at  the  coming  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Beulah  Church  on  the  charge 
has  in  the  last  few  months  enlarged 
and  put  a  new  fence  around  the 
cemetery  at  a  cost  of  over  $900,  pay¬ 
ing  over  $800  of  this  m  cash.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this,  they  have  put  an 
arch  over  the  gate.  This  was  also 
paid  for  when  it  was  finished. 

Seven  new  members  have  joined 
the  church  in  the  past  few  months. 
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THE  APPLE'S  FAMILY  TREE  FABLE 


ONE  morning  in  spring  a  little 
boy  and  girl  ran  down  the 
garden  walk.  The  little  boy 
carried  a  tin  shovel  and 
something  shut  up  tightly  in* *  his 
hand.  Presently  they  came  to  a  nice 
place  in  the  garden  and  shovelled 
the  earth  away  with  the  shovel  un¬ 
til  they  had  a  snug  little  bed.  They 
put  the  tiny  seed  they  had  carried 
into  the  little  bed  and  pulled  the 
dark  cover  over  it.  In  the  little  seed 
all  folded  up  was  a  little  plant 
which  the  sunlight  and  rain  and 
proper  soil  would  start  growing. 

The  big  round  sun  shone  down  on 
the  little  bed  and  after  awhile  the 
little  seed  said,  “I’m  about  to  burn 
up.  I  just  gotta  take  off  my  coat.” 

It  tried  and  tried,  but  the  coat 
was  too  tight  and  very  hard.  The 
little  seed  was  sleepy  anyway  so  it 
just  stopped  trying.  Before  many 
days  a  cloud  came  sailing  along  and 
said  to_his  children,  the  raindrops, 
“There  is  a  little  seed  down  in  the 
earth  that  needs  your  help.  You’ve 
been  long  enough  in  Cloudland. 
Anyway,  it  is  time  you  were  going 
back  to  the  earth  to  help  the 
streams  and  river  get  to  the  ocean. 
Then  you  can  come  back.” 

So  the  little  raindrop  children 
came  pattering  down  and  trickled 
all  around  the  sleeping  seed.  Soon 
the  seed  began  to  swell, .  its  packet 
became  so  tight  it  could  hardly 
breathe.  It  made  another  try  to  take 
it  off  and  it  split  right  down  the 
back.  Then  it  came  off  without  a 
bit  of  trouble.  So  the  plant  was  free 
— but,  oh  my,  it  was  dark  down 
there. 

“There  must  be  some  light  some 
place,”  said  the  plant,  “or  I  would¬ 
n’t  want  it  so  badly.” 

So  it  sent  its  little  roots  down  in¬ 
to  the  earth  to  get  something  to 
eat- to  make  it  strong.  It  kept  push¬ 
ing  up  to  find  the  light.  One  day  it 
pushed  right  through  the  dark 
ground!  Everything  was  so  bright 
it  could  hardly  see. 

Pretty  soon  the  little  sunbeams 
came  and  made  it  welcome.  “Wel-\ 
come  to  Earthland,  little  Tree.”  And 
the  breezes  too  made  it  feel  right 
at  home. 

It  grew  fast  and  one  day  in  spring 
something  came  out  all  over  the  lit¬ 
tle  twigs,  beautiful  and  green.  They 
were  leaves.  Then  something  white, 
something  with  a  little  pink  tinge, 
came  to  visit  Mrs.  Apple  Tree. 
These,  you  say,  were  the  flowers. 
But  that’s  where  you  are  wrong — 
they  were  Mrs.  Apple  Tree’s  chil¬ 
dren. 

After  a  time  Mrs.  Apple  Tree  said 
that  her  children  were  no  longer 
babies  and  ought  to  put  off  their 
baby  dresses.  She  had  so  many 
babies  to  dress  and  it  takes  so  long 
to  dress  just  one  baby  that  she 
called  for  help.  Mr.  Wind  said  that 
he  and  his  family,  the  jolly  breeze 
children,  would  be  glad  to  do  what 
they  could.  She  had  arranged  with 
Madam,  Spring  to  have  their  short 
dresses  all  ready. 

The  Apple  Tree  children  were 
very  tender  and  must  not  be  left 
undressed  for  an  instant.  Madam 


Spring  did  a  strange  thing.  She  put 
on  the  short  dresses  before  Mr. 
Wind  had  taken  off  the  baby  dres¬ 
ses.  She  never  could  have  done  it, 
of  course,  if  the  Apple  Tree  children 
had  sleeves  in  their  dresses.  You 
see,  she  could  just  slip  them  over 
their  feet  and  then  tie  them  snug 
under  their  chins.  And  just  quick 
as  a  wink  Mr.  Wind  and  his  chil¬ 
dren  whisked  off  the  white  dresses 
and  carried  them  away. 

Old  Mother  Earth  called  to  Mr. 
Wind  as  he  went  rushing  along. 
“What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the 
baby  dresses’”  Mr.  Wind  hardly 
knew  because  they  were  not  at  all 
soiled. 

“Well,”  said  Mother  Earth,  “we 
must  never  waste  anything.  So  if 
you  will  toss  those  dresses  into  my 
lap  we  will  make  them  over  for  the 
Apple  Tree  children  next  year.”  Mr. 
Wind  was  very  glad  and  tossed  the 
dresses  into  Mother  Earth’s  lap  for 
her  to  make  over. 

The  children  had  new  short  dres¬ 
ses — yes,  they  were  all  green.  There 
was  something  strange  about  them. 
They  were  a  little  like  rubber. 
When  the  Apple  Tree  children  grew 
their  dresses  grew  too.  So  they 
never  wore  dresses  that  were  too 
tight  but  just  nice  and  snug. 

One  day  in  the  fall  Mrs.  Apple 
Tree  said  her  children  were  grown. 
“They  ought  to  have  new  dresses, 
but  I  can’t  really  afford  to  buy 
them!  I  believe  I’ll  just  color  them.” 
She  was  very  particular  and  she 
sent  to  the  best  coloring  shop  she 


knew.  Mr.  Sun  ywas  the  owner.  He 
sent  down  his  little  sunbeam  fairies 
—  Red,  Orange,  Violet,  Yellow, 
Green,  Blue  and  Indigo  —  in  a  ray 
of  light  to  work  for  Mrs.  Apple 
Tree. 

Mrs.  Apple  Tree  thought  that  the 
children  were  old  enough  to  choose 

the  color  they  wished  for _ their 

dresses.  They  thought  it  would  be 
fun  to  have  red  dresses.  And  do 
you  know  what  they  did?  When 
they  saw  how  beautiful  those  little 
sunbeams  were  they  did  the  queer¬ 
est  thing — they  went  to  work  and 
ate  them  all — except  the  red  fairy 
who  said  that  if  she  made  their 
dresses  she  could  not  be  eaten. 

Mr.  Wind  came  along  one  day  to 
see  how  the  children  looked  in  their 
now  dresses  and  he  was  delighted. 
“Now  Mrs.  Apple  Tree,  your  chil¬ 
dren  are  all  grown  up  and  look 
beautiful.  It’s  time  for  them  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  make  some¬ 
body  happy.” 

Mrs.  Apple  Tree  sighed  but  she 
knew  Mr.  Wind  was  right.  So  she 
let  him  take  them  out  into  the 
world  and  they  spent  the  rest  of 
their  lives  making  people  happy. — 
Selected. 


A  10-year-old,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  his  grandmother,  is  becom¬ 
ing  something  of  a  Bible  student. 
The  other  evening  he  floored  us 
with  this  question:  “Which  virgin 
was  Christ’s  mother  —  the  Virgin 
Mary  cr  the  King  James  Virgin?” — 
Capper’s  Weekly. 


APRIL  DAYS 

^  When  first  warm  days  with  showers  c'ome 
Next  skies  are  bright  and  clear, 

And  flowers  bloom  most  everywhere 
Then  April  days  are  here. 

We  thank  our  Father  for  these  gifts 
That  come  with  Spring’s  first  days, 
And  may  we  share  the  joys  we  have 
In  loving,  thoughtful  ways.— A.E.W. 


REST 

God  made  the  dark,  so  daytime 
Could  close  its  tired  eyes 
And  sleep  awhile  in  comfort 
Beneath  the  starry  skies. 

The  daytime,  just  like  children 
Needs  rest  from  work  and  play, 
So  it  can  give  us  children 
Another  happy  day. 

God  .made  the  dark  for  children 
And  birdies  in  their  nests, 

All  in  the  dark  He  watches 
And  guards  us  while  we  rest. 

— Author  Unknown. 


CHILDREN  S  BOOK 
RECEIVES  AWARD 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  An  Abingdon 
'Press  book,  His  Indian  Brother,  by 
Hazel  Wilson  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
has  been  judged  the  year’s  “best 
children’s  book  for  character  devel¬ 
opment.” 

Abingdon  Press  is  a  division  of 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House 
here. 

The  award,  presented  by  the 
Thomas  Alva  Edison  Foundation,  is 
a  feature  of  the  agency’s  National 
Mass  Media  Awards  Program.  The 
foundation  seeks  to  encourage  a 
wholesome  influence  for  youth  as 
a  means  of  combating  juvenile  de- 
linguency,  and  to  promote  interest 
in  science. 

Award  winners  were  chosen  by 
32  national  organizations.  Some  20 
other  organizations  participated  in 
the  selection.  The  membership  of 
these  groups  numbers  some  30,000,- 
000  citizens,  whose  common  purpose 
is  _  guiding  parents  to  select  the 
best  material  for .  their  children’s 
leisure  time. 

Other  foundation  awards  went  to 
The  Boy  Scientist  by  John  Lewel- 
len,  published  by  Simon  and  Schu¬ 
ster,  and  The  Buffalo  Trace  by  Vir¬ 
ginia  S.  Eifert,  published  by  Dodd, 
Mead  and  Company. 

Winning  authors  and  publishers 
were  presented  with  scrolls,  and 
each  author  also  received  a  prize 
of  $250. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


When  the  examination  was  over, 
a  teacher  in  a  mountain  school  told 
her  pupils  to  write  a  pledge  that 
they  had  neither  received  nor  given 
help.  One  gangling  youth,  who  was 
squirming  in  dismay  and  mopping 
a  bewildered  brow  throughout  the 
ordeal,  wrote,  “I  ain’t  received  no 
help,  and  the  Lord  knows  I  couldn’t 
give  any.” — Quote. 

*  *  * 

Aunt:  Marilyn,  were  you  a  good 
little  girl  at  church  today? 

Marilyn:  Oh  yes,  aunty.  A  strange 
man  offered  me  a  big  plate  of 
money,  and  I  said,  “No,  thank  you." 


Page  Ten 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SE  RVICE  ' 

ARIAN8A8-LOUISIANA  AREA 


At  The  Conference  Sessions 


Top:  Dorothy  Kelley, 
deaconess  working  in 
the  Arkansas-Oldahoma 
Cooperative,  Rural  Pro¬ 
ject,  talks  with  Wanda 
Stahley,  Stuttgart,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  India,  now 
studying  at  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege  during  her  furlough 
year. 


Center:  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Kaetzell,  retiring  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the'  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference  looks 
over  one  of  the  history 
books  with  Mrs.  R.  H. 
l3owdy,  retiring  Histor¬ 
ian  of  the  conference. 


Bottom:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Bass  were  speak¬ 
ers  at  both  Conference 
Guild  week-ends  and 
both  v Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Societies.  They 
head  the  work  at  the 
Navajo  Mission  School, 
Farmington,  N.  Mexico. 


DALARK  HOSTESS 
TO  SUB-DISTRICT 

The  John  Wesley  Sub -District  of 
the  Woman  Society  of  Christian 
Service  met  February  23rd  at^the 
Rock  Springs  Methodist  Church*  for 
an  all  day  meeting,  Dalark  W.S.C.S. 
was  hostess.  The  group  assembled 
at  10  a.m.  by  singing  “O  Men  of 
God”,  with  Miss  Polly  Lassiter  giv¬ 
ing  the  devotional,  her  theme,  “Why 
Do  We  Set  Certain  Creeds  in  Chris¬ 
tianity.”  A  special  number  in  song 
by  Mrs.  Curtis  Brady,  and  a  poem, 
"When  Jesus  Came,”  by  Miss  Lassi¬ 
ter. 

The  group  enjoyed  a  film  on 
United  Nations,  directed  by  Mrs.  J. 
R.  Henderson  and  Miss  Lassiter. 
Mrs.  Henderson  and  Mrs.  Earl  Cot¬ 
ton  of  Little  Rock  spoke  on  things 
pertaining  to  United  Nations  and 
world  understanding. 

Lunch  was  served  after  which 
Mrs.  Henderson  and  Mrs.  Cotton 
directed  a  group  discussion  on 
World  Understanding  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Alvin  Stone  and  Mrs.  Milton 
Teague  of  Arkadelphia. 

During  the  business  meeting  new 
^members  were  elected:  President, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Amis;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Clarence  Daniel;  Pianist,  Mrs.  P.  H. 


/  DISTRICT  TRAINING 
DAY,  MAY  8 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
will  hold  a  District  Training  day 
May  8  at  the  Kjrst  Methodist 
Church,  Arkadelphia.'  This  training 
is  for  all  district  officers. 

The  district  having  the  highest 
percentage  of  officers  attending 
will  receive  a  scholarship  to  the 
Conference  School  of  Missions  at 
Aldersgate. 


Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  has  told 
of  riding  on  a  slow  train  through 
South  Georgia  once.  At  one  of  the 
many  stops,  he  called  out  to  an  old 
Negro  standing  on  the  station  plat¬ 
form,  “Uncle  George,  does  anyone 
around  here  enjoy  religion?”  Quick 
as  a  flash  came  the  reply,  “Yas  suh, 
them  what  got  it  do.” — James  R. 
Mutchmor,  Christian  Gospel  and  Its 
Witness  (Tidings). 


Taylor.  Dalark  will  be  host  to  the 
next  meeting  in  their  new  church. 
—  Reporter. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Kinder  Woman’s  Society  met 
February  15  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Charles  McNair  for  its  monthly  so¬ 
cial  with  sixteen  members  present. 
An  offering  was  taken  with  which 
a  new  electric  range  was  bought 
for  the  parsonage  kitchen. 


A  “World  Day  of  Prayer”  service 
was  held  in  the  Kenner  Methodist 
Church  Friday,  February  17th,  with 
75  ladies  present  representing  eight 
local  churches  and  including  four 
out-of-town  guests. 

This  observance  marked  the  first 
time  that  a  “World  Day  of  Prayer” 
service  was  held  in  the  Kenner  area. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Keese  and  Mrs.  Floyd 
Schadt,  president  and  vice-president 
of  the  Kenner  Methodist  W.S.C.S., 
and  Mrs.  David  Felder,  wife  of  the 
pastor,  were  in  charge  of  all  ar¬ 
rangements. 

Plans  are  now  underway  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  Council, of  Church  Women 
in  the  Kenner  area  as  a  result  of 
the  cooperation  found  when  ladies 
from  seven  local  churches  partici¬ 
pated  in  putting  on  the  program. — 
Mrs.  Glen  H.  Milnor 


Crossett 

The  Crossett  Woman’s  Society 
was  host  to  the  women  of  other 
churches  in  the  city  for  a  World 
Mission  Study.  Mrs.  Maurice  Sum¬ 
mers,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hudgens  and  Mrs. 
John  Whitesides  were  leaders  for 
the  three  sessions,  and  Mrs.  R.  O. 
Nelson  was  the  co-ordinator  for 
the  study. 

Assisting  in  presenting  the  ses¬ 
sions  were -Rev.  J.  W.  Buckner,  Mrs. 
Melvin  Robinson,  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Duskin.  Mrs.  M.  H.  Russell  was 
chairman  of  the  hospitality  com¬ 
mittee. 


Pearl  River 


The  Pearl  River  Society  is  meet¬ 
ing  twice  a  month  for  the  study 
book  on  India  with  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Frank  C.  Lankford,  leading  the 
study. 


Mrs.  Glen  Martel,  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
has  taught  the  Study  “The  Christian 
Mission  in  a  Revolutionary  World” 
to  the  Waldo  W.S.C.S.  in  four  ses¬ 
sions.  This  study  was  attended  by 
fifteen  members  of  the  Society,  each 
taking  part  on  the  program  and 
reading  the  textbook  for  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Recognition. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  St.  Bernard  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  gave  .a  Prayer  Service, 
Wednesday,  April  4,  at  9:30  a.m.  in 
the  church. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Price  was  in  charge  of 
this  service;  using  the  theme  AFT¬ 
ER  EASTER— WHAT?  The  service 
was  open  to  the  public. 


The  Esther  Circle  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church, 
Chalmette,  held  their  monthly 
meeting,  March  21,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Doyace  Perrin,  1831  Center 
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NOTES  FROM  THE 
CONFERENCE  SESSIONS 

Both  Little  Rock  and  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conferences  had  as  usual 
their  love  offerings  in  place  of  cor¬ 
sages  honoring  others;  the  North 
Arkansas  .  offering  of  over  two 
hundred  dollars  went  undirected 
into  Missions;  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  offering  of  $265.00  went  to 
the  Holding  Institute  at  Laredo, 
Texas. 


The  Little  Rock  Conference 
Pledge  Service  was  held  as  a  part 
of  the  Thursday  morning  devotion 
led  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Verhoeff;  Pledges 
of  the  districts  'were  as  follows: 
Arkadelphia  District,  $10,250;  Cam¬ 
den  District,  $18,000;  Hope  District, 
$9,850;  Little  Rock  District,  $2?, 000; 
Monticello  District,  $8,000;  and  Pine 
■  Bluff  District,  $10,600. 


The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Pledge  Service  wTas  conducted  by 
Mrs.  William  Hall  with  the  districts 
making  the  following  pledges: 
Batesville  District,  $5600;  Conway 
District  $8100;  Fayetteville  District, 
$8200;  Forrest  City  District,  $9000; 
Jonesboro  District,  $9500;  Para- 
gould  District,  $4000;  and  Searcy 
District,  $5100. 


Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole,  secretary  of  Pro¬ 
motion  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence,  announced  that  three  districts 
are  now  100%  organized:  Arkadel¬ 
phia,  Camden  and  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
tricts. 


Plans  were  announced  at  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  for  a  tour  to 
the  United  Nations  for  the  youth  of 
the  conference.  For  six  years  the 
conference  has  sponsored  a  tour  to 
projects  of  the  Woman’s  Division, 
going  at  various  times  to  Nashville, 
Kansas  City  and  New  Orleans. 

A  committee  comprised  of  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Tooley,  Mrs.  Charles  Primm 
and  Mrs.  George  Meyer  will  plan 
a  tour  to  the  United  Nations  to  be 
held  in  November,  1956.  This  com¬ 
mittee  will  announce  in  the  near 
future  the  qualifications  for  those 
making  the  tour;  those  interested 
may  contact  them. 

Both  Conferences  announced 
plans  for  their  schools  of  Missions 
which  will  be  held  July  9-13.  .The 
North  Arkansas  Conference  School 
will  be  held  at  Hendrix  College  and 
the  Little  Rock  School  will  be  held 
at  Camp  Aldersgate. 


Street,  Arabi,  with  an  attendance  of 
15.  Mrs.  James  Cockrell  used  VAL¬ 
UES  OF  DEVOTIONAL  READING, 
as  her  theme  for  the  devotions.  The 
business  meeting  was  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Jack  Walters,  President  of  the 
circle,  and  it  was  decided  to  give 
a  lamp  for  the  new  parsonage,  re¬ 
cently  purchased  by  the  church. 


The  members  of  the  Zachary  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
have  completed  the  study  of  “Five 
Spiritual  Classics”  with  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Annison.as  study  leader.  The  study 
was  given  in  five  sessions  with  six¬ 
teen  members  attending.  The  fourth 
session  was  held  in  the  home  of 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Henderson  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  social  hour. 
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Now  Is  The 

rv  1  • 

1  ime 


A  PLEA  FOR  A  CREATIVE  USE  OF 

MAN'S  PRIZED  POSSESSION  -  TIME 


ONE  of  the  colloquial,  often  used  expres¬ 
sions  of  our  day  is  the  statement  that 
now  is  the  time  for  this  or  for  that. 
TIME  is  one  of  the  most  important 
qualities  of  life,  and  in  quantity  represents  the 
most  valued  of  possessions.  Mankind  has  long 
tried  to  measure  life  in  terms  of  time,  not  yet 
convinced  of  the  truth  that  life  should  be  meas¬ 
ured  in  terms  of  happiness  and  adventure  and 
not  in  simple  terms  of  years. 

Measurement  By  Time 

We  are  just  a  little  more  interested  in  how 
long  it  will  take  us  to  do  something,  rather  than 
in  how  well  we  can  do  it.  Our  days  are  fixed 
by  wQrk  hours,  rather  than  marked  by  work 
accomplishments.  There  never  seem  to  be  quite 
enough  hours  in  a  day,  or  days  in  a  week  for 
you  and  me  to  do  all  that  we  want  to  do. 

Therefore  we  are  continually  inquiring 
about  the  time  of  day,  fearful  that  there  won’t 
be  enough  time  in  which  we  can  accomplish 
our  activities.  The  very  first  thing  that  we  do 
in  the  morning  is  to  turn  Off  the  alarm  clock, 
just  as  the  last  thing  we  do  at  night  is  to  set 
the  alarm  so  we  will  awake  on  time.  We  go  to 
bed  with  time  on  our  minds,  and  awake  with 
time  on  our  minds.  And  we  measure  the  dis¬ 
tance  between  those  two  events  not  as  a  night 
of  refreshing  physical  relaxation  of  the  mind 
and  body,  but  simply  in  terms  of  so  many  hours 
of  time  spent  in  sleep. 

Distance  is  now  determined  in  terms  of 
travel  time,  rather  than  in  the  number  of  miles 
that  separate  two  points.  And  today,  as  in  past 
history,  as  mankind  travels  the  distance  between 
his  point  of  origin  and  his  point  of  destination, 
we  stand  at  the  ever-present  crossroads  of  time 
and  ponder  our  decisions.  Hardly  do  we  realize 
that  the  greatest  decision  of  all  to  reach  is  how, 
and  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent  we 
will  use  the  time  that  has  been  alloted  to  us 
on  this  earth. 

Times  of  Decision 

This  is  basically  man’s  great  hour  of  deci¬ 
sion,  as  he  strives  and  seeks  to  use  time  rightly 
for  man’s  destination  rests  upon  his  right  choices 
and  right  decisions.  On  occasion  man  has  been 
deliberate  in  his  delays,  assuming  that  it  was 
not  the  right  time  to  do  a  specific  act  or  particu¬ 
lar  thing.  On  other  occasions  man  has  been 
hasty  in  his  starts,  assuming  that  it  was  the 
right  time  to  do  a  desired  plan. 

History  has  shown  man  to  be  both  right 
and  wrong  in  his  assumptions.  Much  of  man’s 
tragedy  or  happiness  in  life  is  to  be  found  in 
how  well  or  not  he  timed  his  decisions,  inas¬ 
much  as  there  were  both  right  times  and  wrong 
times  for  his  delays  and  starts  in  life.  Man’s 
success  or  failure  is  largely  and  logically  de¬ 
termined  on  the  basis  of  the  results  gained. 

Thus  it  might  be  said  that  this  is  what  we 
have  to  determine:  How  to  use  our  time  now, 
and  in  what  manner,  and  in  what  place  of  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  end  that  the  results  gained  will  be 
those  that  are  a  success,  and  not  those  that 
are  a  failure. 


This  article  is  a  condensation  of  an  adr 
dress  delivered  by  Mr.  John  to  the  Bible 
Class  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Hope, 
Ark.,  Sunday,  March  4.  Mr.  John  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  Methodist  Church.  Mon¬ 
roe,  a  frequent  speaker  to  church  groups, 
and  author  of  the  book  "Think  Spiritually." 


Using  Time  Creatively 

Individually,  as  our  lives  become  more  and 
more  filled  with  time  consuming  activities  of 
an  increasing  life,  surely  we  need  to  become 
more  and  more  aware  and  conscious  than  ever 
before  about  the  true  value  of  our  time.  Lest 
we  waste  too  many  of  its  precious  hours  in 
either  the  unrecallable  past,  or  in  the  wishful 
dreams  of  the  unborn  future,  let’s  live  in  the 
immediate  present,  now,  and  utilize  our  time 
in  the  maximum  way  we  can  by  doing  the 
following: 

1.  Refusing  to  dwell  in  retrospect  on  the 
many  mistakes  of  the  past  years,  and  using 
the  present  time  to  timely  preparation  for  press¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  many  fine  achievements  we 
hope  for  in  the  glorious  future. 

2.  Looking  at  the  bright  side  of  life  add 
the  good  side  of  people,  and  being  strong  enough 
not  to  allow  our  inner  and  outer  weaknesses 
to  disturb  our  inner  peace  of  mind  and  soul. 

3.  Supplanting  faith  for  worry  and  courage 
for  fear,  and  giving  more  of  thought  to  self- 
improvement  than  to  criticism  and  envy  of 
others. 

4.  Proclaiming  ourselves  to  the  world  by 
deeds  and  not  words  alone,  realizing  that  our 
personal  influence  is  a  great  stimulating  force 
that  emanates  from  us  actually  by  virtue  of 
what  we  are  and  in  proportion  to  the  light  of 
truth  that  so  shines  out  of  our  character. 

5.  Helping  others  to  be  glad  instead  of 
sad,  good  instead  of  bad.  Proving  by  our  every 
activity  that  righteousness  can  overcome  and 
conquer  evil,  that  honesty  can  win  over  fraud, 
that  kindness  will  ultimately  triumph  over 
cruelty. 

6.  Showing  to  fellowman  and  to  the  world 
that  people  who  are  just  and  upright  always 
obtain  far  more  happiness  out  of  life  than  do 
people  who  are  self-centered  and  without  ideals. 

YES  .  .  .  NOW  IS  THE  TIME. 

In  this  turbulent,  disturbed,  frustrated, 
confused,  world  of  ours  it  is  time  for  everyone 
to  awake  to  our  evident  need  to  sow  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  reap  the  fruition  of  love.  NOW  IS  THE 
TIME  to  seek  God  while  He  may  yet  be  found, 


so  that  He  can  enter  into  our  lives  and  bless  us 
with  salvation.  For  so  many  people  everywhere 
the  time  is  now  because  for  those  people  it 
might  well  be  now  or  never.  So  before  it  is  too 
late  for  anyone,  all  should  go  back  to  God  and 
give  Him  a  chance  now,  for  there  is  no  other 
time  like  now  since  time  is  of  the  entire  essenno 
of  life.  ce 

Although  some  will  hardly  appreciate  each 
year  they  have  been  blessed  with  on  earth,  most 
people  cherish  each  hour  of  time  in  their  lives 
Christians  cherish  each  hour  of  time,  each  year 
of  life,  as  a  physical  and  spiritual  challenge  to 
raise  their  standard  of  thinking,  expand  their 
area  of  living,  and  enlarge  their  opportunity  of 
serving  God  through  church  stewardship. 

Church  and  Time 

God’s  church  is  going  to  finally  decide  the 
fate  and  the  outcome  of  the  battles  raging  be¬ 
tween  the  positive  and  the  negative  forces  in 
man’s  life.  Those  forces  either  add  to  or  sub- 
stract  from  th^  ultimate  goal  of  goodness  within 
man.  This  goodness,  innate  and  inherent,  is  basic 
within  the  bounds  of  our  creation.  Basically 
man  should  want  to  be  good  because  thereby 
rests  his  fcope  to  become  worthy  of  the  love  and 
grace  ivhich  God  will  rain  as  salvation  upon 
his  soul. 

God’s  church,  the  determinant  that  can  turn 
negative  forces  into  positive  ones,  will  overcome 
all  of  those  tendencies  and  practices  wherein 
man  has  put  negation  into  his  living.  The 
Church  will  institute  those  ideals  that  accentu¬ 
ate  positive  good  forces  of  guidance  toward 
happiness  and  peace  of  soul,  and  can  best  help 
to  mold  the  size  and  depth  of  our  character,  and 
do  this  with  greater  results  and  success  than 
any  other  agency  on  earth. 

Our  churches  say  to  us  that  NOW  IS  THE 
TIME  to  take  another  look,  a  new  look  at  life 
and  reveals  to  us  a  safe  and  sure  Christian  way 
of  life  that  will  lead  us  to  our  heavenly  desti¬ 
nation.  This  is  our  spiritual  hope  as  an  indivi¬ 
dual  and  as  a  world.  So  stand  up  for  your 
church  because  she  stands  for  right  against 
wrong.  Avail  yourself  of  unlimited  horizons  of 
opportunity  for  creative  service  and  meaningful 
causes  that  will  proclaim  right  living  in  our 
times.  Thrill  to  soul-stirring  acknowledgment 
of  a  serene  sense  of  right  duty  before  God.  Lend 
strength  and  give  credence  to  your  church  as 
the  fouptainhead  of  spiritual  strength  so  greatly 
needed  in  this  time  of  stress  and  strain  that 
demands  resources  far  in  excess  of  those  we 
physically  possess. 

Think,  Love,  Worship 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  Think  ...  for  it  is 
the  prize  and  price  of  success,  the  basis  of  wis¬ 
dom,  the  source  of  intellectual  insight  and  pro¬ 
jection. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  Love  ...  for  it  is 
the  foundation  of  happiness,  the  spirit  of  youth, 
social  morality  and  maturity. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  Worship  ...  for  it 
is  the  real  true  means  of  refreshment  and 
nourishment  of  the  soul,  spiritual  sensitivity 
and  insight,  and  preparation  for  eternal  lining. 

There  never  was,  nor  will  there  ever  be  a 
better  time  in  which  you  can  or  might  do  the 
thing  that  you  need  or  want  to  do  than  in  the 
reality  of  the  NOWNESS  of  this  very  hour.  Right 
now, please  without  fail  and  without  delay  do 
immediately  that  which  God  would  have  you  do 
that  will  be  pleasing  and  acceptable  in  His  sight. 
It  will  surely  bring  overflowing  ^happiness  and 
true  joy  to  your  heart  and  soul. 


By  MIKE  JOHN,  JR./  Author  of  Think  Spiritually 
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Conference  -  Wide  Youth  Rally 


North  Arkansas  Conference 

HENDRIX  COLLEGE  CAMPUS 

"V  - 

April  13,  1956 


DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN 


RALLY  PROGRAM,  7:30  P.  M. 

Hymn  Singing 

Film  -  "Tel I  Tale  Arm" 

Offering 

Introduction  of  Council  Members 
Hymn  "Are  Ye  Able" 


PAUL  LAMBERT H 


Dr.  John  J.  Rasmussen,  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Louisiana, <s  to  be  the  inspira¬ 
tional  speaker  for  the  youth  rally.  Dr. 
Rasmussen  has  visited  our  confer¬ 
ence  a  number  of  times,  both  in 
evangelistic  missions  and  in  other 
relationships.  He  is  recognized  as  an 
outstanding  speaker  for  youth  meet¬ 
ings.  He  always  has  a  challenging 
message  for  any  group  to  which  he 
speaks. 

WORKSHOPS 

Plans  have  been  worked  out  to 
provide  for  eight  different  workshop 
groups  to  be  conducted  from  4:00  to 
5:30  P.  M.  on  the  afternoon  of  April 
13.  It  is  recognized  that  many  young 
people  and  their  adult  leaders  will 
not  be  able  to  arrive  in  time  for 
these  workshop  groups,  but  these  ac¬ 
tivities  proved  so  interesting  last 
year  that  the  Youth  Council  decided 
to  offer  this  program  again  this  year. 

Those  who  plan  to  attend  the 
workshops  are  urged  to  be  present 
by  4:00  P.  M.  or  earlier. 

When  groups  arrive  for  the  work¬ 
shop  period  they  should  go  to  the 
Administration  Building  at  Hendrix 
College,  where  they  will  be  given 
mimeographed  sheet  indicating  the 
rooms  where  the  various  workshops 
are  to  be  held. 

Groups  that  cannot  arrive  by  4:00 
P.  M.  should  plan  to  wait  and  attend 
only  the  rally  at  7:30  P.  M.  Persons 
coming  to  workshops  late  make  it 
difficult  to  carry  on  the  activities. 


Prayer  -  Logan  Cothern 
Introduction  of  Inspirational  Speaker 
Messdge  -  Dr.  John  J.  Rasmussen 
Benediction 

WORKSHOP  GROUPS,  4:00  P.  M. 

Work  of  the  Sub-District  Council 

Citizenship  and  World  Peace- 

What  and  How  of  Christian  Witness  Mission 

My  Fund  and  Yours 

Building  the  Fellowship 

Effective  Worship  in  My  Group 

To  Drink  or  Not  to  Drink 

Adult  Workers  with  Youth 


Paul  Lamberth  of  Jonesboro,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  is  the  conference  Youth  Presi¬ 
dent  for  the  year  of  1955-56.  Paul  is 
a  student  at  Hendrix  College  at  the 
present  time.  He  has  led  the  council 
this  year  in  developing  a  remarkable 
program  for  the  youth  of  the  confer¬ 
ence.  He  will  be  the  presiding  officer 
for  the  youth  rally. 


CONFERENCE-WIDE 
YOUTH  ASSEMBLY 

The  conference-wide  youth  assem¬ 
bly  this  year  is  to  be  held  on  the 
Hendrix  campus,  June  5-9.  The  pro¬ 
gram  this  year  is  being  planned  with 
the  sub-district  officers  and  the 
presidents  of  local  Methodist  Youth 
■Fellowships  in  mind,  along  with jidult 
workers  for  youth.  This  does  not 
mean  that  other  young  people  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  16  and  23  will 
mot  be  welcome.  We  will  probably 
have  space  this  year  to  provide  for 
most  of  the  young  people  within  the 
age  range,  who  desire  to  attend. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


ESSAY-SPEECH 
CONTEST  WINNER  IN 
BATON  ROUGE  DIST. 

Miss  Brenda  Buford  was  the  win¬ 
ner  in  the  run-off  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  in  the  Essay-Speech 
Contest  which  was  held  at  the  Ba¬ 
ker  Methodist  Church  on  Monday 
evening,  March  19. 

The  contestants  were  the  first 
place  winners  in  the  contests  that 
had  previously  been  held  in  the 
Sub-Districts.  Three  Sub-Districts 
were  represented  as  follows:  Capi¬ 
tal  Sub-District,  Miss  Brenda  Bu¬ 
ford  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge;  Harvey  Spillman 
Sub-District,  Miss  Jerry  Clark  of 
Tunica  Methodist  Church,  and  Tan- 
gi-Helena  Sub-Districts,  Miss  Fay 
Zachary  of  the  Montpelier  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

The  subject  for  this  year’s  con¬ 
test  is  “The  Truth  About  Beer.” 

Other  winners  were:  Second  place, 
Miss  Jerry  Clark  and  third  place, 
Miss  Fay  Zachary. 

Miss  Buford  will  represent  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  in  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference  at  Alexandria  on 
Saturday,  April  7. 


NEW  PRESIDENT  OF 
CENTENARY  MINISTERIAL 
CLUB 

Charles  Wilder  of  Eros  has  been 
elected  new  president  of  Kappa  Chi, 
ministerial  club  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  to  succeed  Eddie  Morgan  of 
Crowley,  who  -will  be  graduated  at 
the  end  of  the  current  school  year. 

Marcella  Flynt  of  Baton  Rouge 
is  the  new  vice  president,  and  Em¬ 
ma  Lou  Stewart  of  Springhill  and 
Gaynelle  Morgan  of  New  Orleans 
are  recording  secretary  and  corre¬ 
sponding  secretary,  respectively. 

Other  new  officers  of  the  group 
are  the  following:  treasurer,  Bill 
Oliver,  Scottsville,  Tex.;  publicity 
directors,  Joe  Chamber,  Shreveport, 
and  Karen  Spencer^ Denver,  Col.; 
chairman  of  fellowship  teams,  Lar¬ 
ry  Robinson,  Shreveport.  Betty 
Bentley  of  New  Orleans  and  Bob 
Brooks  of.  Gilmer,  Tex.,  are  in 
charge  of  “Quest”,  the  special  wor¬ 
ship  services  sponsored  by  the  or¬ 
ganization. 

Kappa  Chi  held  its  annual  ban¬ 
quet  yesterday  at  the  Cross  Lake 
Inn.  Members  of  the  arrangements 
committee  were  Marcella  ^  Flynt, 
Eddie  Morgan  and  Gaynelle  Mor¬ 
gan.  The  guest  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
Frank  Hipwell,  pastor  of  Holy 
Cross  Episcopal  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port. 


How  God  moves  in  the  lives  of 
people  is  the  wonderful  trait  that 
keeps  us  always  looking  for  and  ex¬ 
pecting  Him  to  be  always  present 
in  the  lives  of  those  about  us.  The 
finest  inspirations  that  come  to  us 
come  from  plain  people  doing  ordin¬ 
ary  things  in  an  extra-ordinary  way, 
those  who  do  everything  in  the 
spirit  of  Jesus. 

Your  Church  School  teachers  work 
hard.  If  you  think  not,  offer  to  trade 
places  with  them  for  one  week  or 
two.  They  prepare  to  teach  you,  you 
and  YOU.  Be  present  this  Sunday 
in  your  place  in  your  church  and 


NEW  SUB-DISTRICT 
IN  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Three  Sub-Districts  and  three 
council  meetings  were  held  the  first 
six  months,  starting  with  the  Sept¬ 
ember  council  meeting  held  in  Bunk- 
ie.  Bunkie  was  designated  as  1956 
headquarters  for  the  Sub-District. 
The  third  Monday  in  each  month 
was  set  for  the  meeting  date,  coun¬ 
cil  one  month  and  business  the  al¬ 
ternating  one. 

The  first  business  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Marksville  Methodist 
Church  in  October  with  Evergreen 
in  charge  of  the  program  which 
was  in  the  form  of  a  radio  broad¬ 
cast  on  the  “Tenth  Birthday  of 
the  United  Nations.” 

At  tbg  second  council  meeting 
held  in  November  the  program  for 
1956  was  planned.  The  general 
theme  was  “A  Christian’s  Life  in 
a  Modern  World.” 

Ville  Platte  was  host  for  the  De¬ 
cember  meeting  when  officers  were 
installed  by  Rev.  John  Kellogg,  dis¬ 
trict  director  of  Youth  Work  of  the 
Alexandria  District. 

Simmesport  had  charge  of  the 
program  at  the  Evergreen  Church 
in  February.  A  film,  “This,  My  Son,” 
was  shown.  —  Mrs.  Ray  Mathier, 
Counselor. 


WORK  CAMP  TO 
AID  SCHOOLS 

Two  schools  administered  by  the 
Bureau  of  Educational  Institutions 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service — one  in  Kentucky,  the 
other  in  South  Carolina — will  bene¬ 
fit  this  summer  from  Methodist 
Senior  High  Work  Camps.  A  simi¬ 
lar  camp  was  conducted  last  sum¬ 
mer  at  Navajo  Methodist  Mission 
School,  Farmington,  New  Mexico. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Youth 
Department,  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  of  the  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service,  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  these  camps  provide  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  high  school  students  to 
do  physical  labor  and  to  participate 
in  worship  and  discussion  related 
to  Christian  living.  There  will  be 
also  sightseeing  trips  and  other 
recreation.  Work  projects  will  in¬ 
clude  painting  buildings,  laying 
new  sidewalks,  gardening,  and  so 
forth.  Campers  will  live  in  school 
dormitories  and  eat  in  the  school 
dining  room. 

Erie  school,  for  elementary  and 
high  school  pupils,  is  in  the  hills  of 
northeast  Kentucky  at  Olive  Hill. 
The  camp  there  will  be  conducted 
from  June  28  to  July  26.  At  Brown¬ 
ing  Home  and  Mather  Academy  in 
Camden,  S.  C.,  a  school  for  junior 
and  senior  high  school  pupils,  the 
camp  will  be  held  from  July  3  to 
July  31. 

Ten  campers  are  needed  for  each 
camp.  Applicants  must  be  at  least 
16  years  of  age  and  must  have  com¬ 
pleted  at  least  the  sophomore  year 
in  high  school  (graduates  in  the 
spring  of  1956  are  eligible.)  Further 
information  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


receive  the  fruits  of  their  harvest, 
the  teachings  of  the  Bible,  and  the 
Guide  of  Christian  living  for  your 
life. 


MSFF  LISTS  74 
MISSIONS  PROJECTS 

“Fellow  American”  and  “Fellow 
College”  projects  of  the  Methodist 
Student  Fellowship  fund  for  1956- 
57  include  19  projects  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  National  Missions  and  t,he 
Department  of  Work  in  Home 
Fields  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  and  55  projects 
of  the  Division  of  World  Missions 
and  the  Department  of  Work  in 
Foreign  Fields  of  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision. 

The  Methodist  Student  Fellow¬ 
ship  Fund  is  the  plan  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Student  Movement  for  financial 
support  of  its  program  beyond  the 
local  campus.  When  a  local  campus 
group  chooses  a  mission  school  or 
other  mission  project  in  the  home 
field,  the  project  is  called  “Fellow 
American.”  The  “Fellow  College” 
plan  is  followed  when  a  local  group 
chooses  a  school  in  another  country 
and  cultivates  the  overseas  group 
by  sending  funds  and  using  other 
practical  means  to  build  Christian 
fellowship. 

Among  the  projects  chosen  this 
year  by  the  MSFF  are  the  library 
of  the  new  Alaska  College,  a  school 
in  Puerto  Rico,  a  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  in  Hawaii,  a  community  center 
in  Louisiana,  a  woman’s  college  in 
Japan,  social  centers  in  Africa,  a 
medical  college  in  India  and  a  stu¬ 
dent  center  ,  in  Chile. 

Local  campus  groups  raise  money 
for^the  fund  in  various  ways,  such 
as  offerings  at  regular  meetings, 
special  offerings  at  “sacrificial 
meals”  and  individual  pledges. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Fellowship  Fund 
reveals  that  $28,692.62  was  given  to 
projects  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 


~  KOREAN  YOUTH 
QUERY  FATHER’S 
DOMINANCE 

“Obstacles  to  the  development  of 
the  Christian  home  peculiar  to  Ko¬ 
rea  lie  largely  in  the  Confucian  in¬ 
fluence  which  is  so  largely  domi¬ 
nant  still  even  in  the  Christian  fam¬ 
ilies  and  in  the  leadership  of  the 
church,”  reports  Miss  Irma  High- 
baugh,  Kansas-b  o  r  n  missionary 
leader  in  the  Republic  of  Korea. 

“Domination  of  the  father  and  a 
low  position  of  women  and  children 
are  so  frequent  as  to  constitute  an 
obstacle.  What  is  most  needed  in 
a  Christian  home?’  often  brought 
the  answer:  ‘Obedience.’  When  ask¬ 
ed  obedience  of  whom  for  whom 
the  answer  was  obedience  of  wives 
to  husbands  and  children  to  par¬ 
ents.  ‘Must  I  obey  my  non-Christian 
father  when  lje  orders  me  to  take 
part  in  the  non-Christian  ceremo¬ 
nies?”  is  asked  over  and  over  by 
youth.  Often  panels  of  youth  them¬ 
selves  decided  that  one  could  not 
marry  without  father’s  permission 
and  there  was  a  strong  opinion  ex¬ 
pressed  that  suicide  was  the  only 
way  out. 

“Perhaps,  most  devastating  was 
the  dislike  expressed  for  family 
prayers  because  father  always  con¬ 
ducted  it,  the  talk  was  not  under- , 
stood  by  children,  and  no  one  else 
ever  had  a  chance  to  read  the  Bible 
or  pray.  The  whole  of  it  belonged 
to  father.  The  tendency  of  the  Ko¬ 
rean  people  to  speak  in  abstractions 
far  remote  from  life  is  another  ob¬ 
stacle  to  Christian  family  living. 
‘We  Koreans  know  the  abstract 
things  of  our  religion  but  we  don’t 
know  how  to  apply  it  daily,’  said 
one  pastor.” 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Ruperl 


IMPORTANT  WORDS 

Are  you  proud  of  your  vocabu¬ 
lary?  Can  you  keep  up  with  the 
conversation  wherever  you  go?  Or 
do  the  talkers  leave  you  behind  in 
a  conversational  fog  while  you 
scramble  around  for  a  handy  dic¬ 
tionary  that  will  let  you  in  on 
what’s  up?  Can  you  think  of  the 
right  word  to  say  at  the  right  time? 
Or  do  you  drop  one  of  your  feet 
in  your  mouth  when  you  open  it  to 
say  something? 

The  other  Ray  I  ran  across  a  para¬ 
graph  which  listed  the  fourteen 
most  important  words  which  find 
expression  in  conversation — and  the 
one  least  important.  They  are  not 
the  last  word,  but  they  are  worth 
passing  along  to  word-happy  teen¬ 
agers. 

“I  am  proud  of  you”  are  five 
.important  words,  The  art  of  appre¬ 
ciation  is  one  that  takes  cultivation. 
One  must  learn  a  little  humility 
and  couple  it  with  generosity  before 
he  can  honestly  use  these  five 
words.  Some  parents  don’t  possess 
these  words  in  their  vocabulary  to 
the  resultant  emotional  threat  it 
poses  for  their  youngsters.  Others 
use  it  so  often  it  loses  its  value.  But, 
how  about  that  fellow  who  beat 
you  out  for  the  starting  spot  on  the 
basketball  team.  He  does  a  good 
job  in  a  game.  Do  you  drop  over 
by  his  iocker  and  stick  out  your 
congratulatory  hand?  Or  the  girl 
who  got  a  highly  superior  rating  in 
the  vocal  competition  and  you 
didn’t  quite  fare  so  well!  Can  you 
honestly  express  your  school  pride 
and  your  personal  pride  in  her 
achievement? 

“What  is  your  opinion?”  These 
are  four  important  words  that  be¬ 
long  in  your  conversatiohal  knap¬ 
sack.  Take  a  look  at  the  loud-mouth 
who  dominates  the  conversation 
with  what  his  opinion  is.  'He  an¬ 
nounces  it  with  a  tone  that  suggests 
this  is  the  final  word  and  only  a 
stoop-nagle  would  dare  offer  a 
differing  idea.  Chances  are  he  will 
never  learn  any  different.  He  can’t 
so  long  as  he  doesn’t  inquire  after 
and  respect  the'  other  fellow’s  opin¬ 
ion.  You  stand  to  learn  more  if  you 
ask,  “What  do  you  think?”,  rather 
than  always  leading  with,  “Now. 
this  is  what  I  think — ”. 

“If  you  please.”  Here  are  three 
important  words  which  belong  in 
every  conversation  irrespective  of 
its  nature.  One  can  get  by  with  a 
lot  in  conversation  if  he  includes 
these  words.  “When  you  say  that, 
smile  and  say  please?” — this  is  an 
old  expression  but  it  reflects  some 
real  truth.  A  gesture  of  courtesy  is 
always  in  order.  The  gracious  seek¬ 
ing  of  permission  for  words  and 
deeds  _great  or  small,  changes  an 
order  into  a  request,  a  demand  into 
an  inquiry,  an  unfriendly  selfish 
seeking  into  a  gracious  gesture  of 
unselfish  courtesy. 

“Thank  you.”  Here  are  two  most 
important  words.  A  little  gifl  I 
know  has  learned  at  Nursery  School 
that  these  are  the  magic  words— 
please  and  thank  you.  They  may 
learn  young,  but  how  often  they 
forget  early  to  use  honestly  and 
sincerely  those  magic  words.  Ap¬ 
preciation  and  gratitude  are  inte¬ 
gral  parts  of  gracious  living.  To  be 
real  for  you  they  must  honestly 
express  your  feelings. 

Do  you  know  the  least  important 
word  in  any  conversation?  It’s  the 
word,  “I”! 
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MEMORIALS 

IN  MEMORY  OF:  '  .  . 

jlr.  Leslie  Brown  by  .Fred  and  Minnie 
Divine 

Mrs.  Ashley  Bell  by  Bauxite  W.  S.  1C.  S. 

A  Q  Carter  by  L.  L.  Lipe 
a'  Q.  Carter  by  Mrs.  Dee  Dysart  Bowman 
A  Q.  Carter  by  Mrs.  Jane  R.  Senile 
A  Q.  Carter  by  Mrs.-  Mary  G.  Thach 
L^vi  Pierce  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aichie  Mon¬ 
roe  and  Mrs.  Alice  Monroe 
Earl  Morgan  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archie  Mon¬ 
roe  and  Mrs.  Alice  Monroe 
Mrs.  Sam  Thomas  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archie 
Monroe  and  Mrs.  Alice  Monroe 
Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Connor 
Morehead 

Mrs.  Elaine  Russell  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Con¬ 
nor  Morehead 

Douglas  Wilson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Hartwich 

Mrs.  Christine  Cross  Bauer  by  Agnes  and 
Clark  Young  and  Kathleen  Miller 
Albert  Quint  Carter  by  J.  D.  Cook.  Stuart 
Harper,  O.  T.  Bass,  Henry  Connell, 
Frank  Belmont,  W.  P.  Stubblefield.  Hugh 
Simpson,  Young  Harvill,  Bill  Murphree, 
Cleve  Horton,  A.  O.  Roscher,  B.  W.  Bow- 
man,  Hughie  Lee,  Mrs.  Jean  Durham, 
Mrs.  Louise  Fryer,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Brownlee,  Miss  Alice  Brann,  Mrs.  Lela 
Tullos,  Allen  Riley,  Tom  Lowman,  J.  C. 
Whitaker,  J.  C_  Hoffman,  James  Deal, 
C.  H.  Abies  and  L.  O.  Branyan 
W  G.  Benton  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eill  Lee 
W.  E.  Morehead  by  Mrs.  Geo.  S.  Word  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  C.  Morgan,  Jr. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Cureton  by  H.  M.  and  Helen 
A.  Lewis 

Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Rev.  Robet-t  O.  Beck 
Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Shackel¬ 
ford 

Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  School- 
field 

Mrs.  Fred  Gantt,  Sr.,  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Elmer  L.  Davis 

Mr.  A.  Q.  Carter  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
Griffith,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Dora  Clegg  McLellan  by  Mabel  Craw¬ 
ford  Class,  Lakeside  Church,  Pine  Bluff 
John  B.  Walker  by  Primrose  Methodist 
Church 

T.  W.  Eastham  by  Sam  A.  Banks 
John  Thomas  Leek  by  Sam  A.  Banks 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Cotham  by  The  Clifton  Family 
William  E.  Morehead  by  The  Clifton  Fam¬ 
ily 


Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade 
Atkinson 

Mr.  Arch  Hill  by  Helen  Bowles 
Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Davis 

Samuel  Abner  Sanders  by  The  Children 
of  tiie  Methodist  Home 
.Mrs.  Hi  J.  Engstrom  by  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ewing  T.  Wayiand 

Mrs.  Frances  Engstrom  by  Mrs).  Fred  S. 
Stewart 

Mrs.  Fiances  Gibson  Engstrom  by  Mr. 
Bruce  R.  Anderson 

Mr.  J.  E.  Johnson  by  Chaplain  and  Mrs. 
Gilbert  Hyde 

Mrs.  Mattie  Evans  by  Members  of  Salem 
Methodist  Church  and  Salem  Community 
Mrs.  Fred  Gantt  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mouzon 
Mann 

A  Country  School  Teacher  by  His  Family 
Dr  J.  L.  Dedman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Reynolds  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Rey¬ 
nolds 

DeWitt  Poe  by  Taylor  and  Mary  Prewitt 
Rife  S.  Hughey  by  Mrs.  T.  P.  Turner  and 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Strawn,  Sr. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cushman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Lumpkin 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Coley  by  Rudyard  Presbyterian 
Ladies  Aid  Society  of  Rudyard,  Michigan 
Mrs.  Ada  W.  Frierson  by  Miss  Fannie  Car- 
roll  Legg  „  , 

E.  W.  Thornton  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Carr  Burgess 

Mrs.  Frank  Smith  by  F.  B.  Smith 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  Kennedy  by  Miss  Olga 
Kennedy 

Walter  Duffy  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Barwick 

P.  D.  Pride  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Lee 
R.  S.  Hughey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Mc¬ 
Collum  and  Emma  Jain  McCollum 
R.  S.  Hughey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 

Barker,  Jr.,  and  Charlotte  Craiden 
R.  S.  Hughey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  J. 
Hughey  and  Jerry 

Rife  S.  Hughey  by  Mrs.  Hubert  Smith,  Jr. 
R.  S.  Hughey  by  Helen  and  Dewey  Moore 
R.  S.  Hughey  by  H.  P.  Crawford 
R.  S.  Hughey  by  Warren  C.  Hume 

Total  Memorials  . $  400.45 

Total  Other  Gifts  and  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Gifts  .  1,367.03 

TOTAL  Collections  .  $1,767.53 

Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 


OBITUARIES 

McNEAL— Hugh  McNeal  of  Center- 
point,  Louisiana,  was  born  on  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1863,  and  died  at  Center- 
point  on  Thursday,  February  2, 
1956,  at  the  age  of  92.  Funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  at  the  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Church,  where  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Neal  had  been  a  member  since  early 
youth,  by  the  writer,  his  pastor. 

Survivors  include  Ralph  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  Buford,  Vick,  and  Arnold, 
Effie;  four  daughters,  Mrs.  Evert 
Tyland,  Pineville,  Mrs.  I.  J.  Beaver, 
Effie,  Mrs.  Elsie  Downs,  Alexandria, 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Aymond,  Effie;  one 
brother,  Mayo  McNeal,  Effie;  24 
grandchildren  and  26  great-grand¬ 
children. 

Mr.  McNeal  lived  his  entire  92 
years  in  Effie  and  as  a  young  man 
joined  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
was  an  influence  for  good  all  along 
the  way.  He  was  a  good  singer  and 
the  memory  of  his  prayers  for  the 
church  and  for  the  people  whom  he 
loved  will  be  cherished  for  many 
years  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew 
him.  Mr.  McNeal  reared  a  good  fam¬ 
ily  and  all  of  the  children  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  and  attend  some  church. — 
E.  Lee  McKay,  Pastor - 


brother,  I.  J.  Hughey  of  Atkins,  and 
six  -grandchildren. 

Brother  Hughey  joined  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  early  life  and  was 
always  loyal  and  devoted  to  his 
church.  He  served  on  the  Board  of 
Stewards  many  years,  and  was  the 
treasurer  of  the  church  about  30 
years.  I  am  sure  that  all  of  his  for¬ 
mer  pastors  would  endorse  the  state¬ 
ment  that  he  was  the  preacher’s 
friend.  He  served  his  community  in 
numerous  ways  and  was  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  about  25  years. 
He  was  devoted  to  his  family  and 
to  the  end  gave  them  his  first 
thought.  His  memory  and  influence' 
will  linger  long.  He  was  ill  for  sev¬ 
eral  months,  and  throughout  this 
trying  experience  he  was  patient 
and  considerate  in  every  way.  He 
was  confident,  in  his  faith  of  the 
Father’s  will. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
February  23rd,  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  overflowing  with 
his  and  the  family’s  friends.  The 
service  w'as  conducted  by  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  Shamblin,  a  former  pastor,  and 
his  own  pastor,  Rev.  J.  W.  Glover. 
His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  city 
cemetery.  We  mourn  his  passing  but 
are ,  grateful  for  all  the  helpful 
memories  we  all  have  of  this  good 
man,  who  has  just  “gone  home”. — 
C.  N.  Guice,  A  former  pastor 


sessed  a  delightful  personality  and 
was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

She  was  a  graduate  of  the  Dixie 
High  School  and  at  the  time  of  her 
death  she  was  a  senior  in  the  School 
of  Nursing  at  the  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Memphis.  Her  sweet  Chris¬ 
tian  character  endeared  her  to  both 
faculty  and  students.  Her  gentle  in¬ 
fluence  will  long  be  felt  there  and 
in  her  home  community. 

In  addition  to  her  parents,  she  is 
survived  by  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Robert 
Box  of  Bowman  and-Miss  Anne  Gib¬ 
son  of  the  home,  and  her  maternal 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W. 
McGaughey. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Lake  View  Church  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  February  19,  with  the  Rev. 
Leon  Wilson  and  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Barrett  conducting  the  service. 
Burial  was  in  the  Jonesboro  Memo¬ 
rial  Park  cemetery.  —  Mrs.  Ralph 
Boone 


Round-The-Clock  Church 
Center  Planned  In  Copenhagen 

Copenhagen  (RNS)  —  Plans  for 
a  chapel,  shelter  and  counseling  ser¬ 
vice  that  will  be  open  24  hours  a 
day  are  being  drafted  here  by  the 
Church  Army  of  the  Cross.  The 
center  will  be  located  in  the  heart 
of  a  Copenhagen  business  area. 

The  counseling  service  would  be 
directed  especially  at  persons  plan¬ 
ning  suicide,  church  officials  said. 

The  Church  Army,  a  social  wel¬ 
fare  organization,  has  requested 
permission  to  take  over  historic 
Nikolai  church  for  the  round-the- 
clock  center. 

Church,  government  and  civic 
leaders  have  endorsed  the  plan. 
Among  them  are  Mrs.  Bodil  Koch, 
Danish  Minister  of  Church  Affairs; 
and  the  mayor  of  Copenhagen. 

The  center  also  would  contain 
hobby  and  craft  rooms,  a  cafeteria 
and  lodgings. 

It  was  in  Nikolai  church  that  the 
Lutheran  doctrine  was  first  preached 
in  Denmark  by  the  Rev.  Hans  Tau- 
sen,  16th  century  Reformation  lead¬ 
er.  The  building  is  being  relinquish¬ 
ed  by  the  Copenhagen  Municipal 
Library  which  has  used  it  for  many 
years  as  a  central  office. 


Methodists  Spent 
$298,000,000  For 
Church  Buildings 

Buck  Hiil  Falls,  Pa.— (BM)— Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  three  years,  the  Method, 
ist  Church  has  spent  $298,171,817  in 
the  building  of  churches  and  par¬ 
sonages  in  thte  United  States,  Dr. 
B.  P.  Murphy,  of  Philadelphia,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  for  church  exten¬ 
sion,  reported  to  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  here  re¬ 
cently.  This  sum,  he  added,  was  ap¬ 
proximately  one-third  the  total 
raised  by  the  Methodist  Church  for 
all  purposes. 

The  value  of  all  local  Methodist 
Church  property  in  the  United 
States  in  1940  was  $676,578,884vDr. 
Murphy  said.  In  1953  it  had  in¬ 
creased  to  $1,857,497,971  —  almost 
three-fold.  The  indebtedness  on  the 
property  was  $59,791,413  in  1940  and 
only  $82,318,462  in  1953.  “When  the 
entire  Church  is  considered,  the  ratio 
of  debt  to  the  total  value  seems 
small/’  he  added. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year,  Dr. 
Murphy  reported,  the  Board  had 
granted,  $1,199,446  in  donations  to¬ 
ward  610  building  projects  for  new 
congregations. 


GIBSON— Miss  Gail  Gibson  passed 
away  on  February  18  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  in  Memphis.  She  was- 
born  near  Lake  City  on  January  7, 
1935,  the  daughter  of  Charles  D.  and 
Ruth  M.  Gibson. 

Gail  became  a  Christian  and 
united  with  the  Lake  Viewi  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  early  in  life.  She  pos- 


HUGHEY— On  February  21st,  in  his 
home  at  Atkins,  Rife  S.  Hughey,  one 
of  God’s  noblemen,  was  taken  by 
the  Father  to  his  heavenly  heme. 
He  was  born  in  Atkins,  September 
19,  1885,  a  son  of  the  late  I.  J.  and 
Mattie  Hughey.  He  had  owned  and 
operated  the  City  Drug  Store  for  45 
years.  He  was  married  to  Margaret 
Yarnell  of  Searcy.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  born,  who  with 
their  mother,  survive.  They  are  R. 
S.  Hughey  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee; 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Gray  of  Fayetteville,  Ark¬ 
ansas;  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Young  of 
Atkins.  He  is  survived  also  by  one 


QUEEN  ELIZABETH  LAYS 
CORNERSTONE  FOR  NEW 
COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL 

Coventry,  Eng.  (RNS)  —  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  laid  the  cornerstone  of 
the  new’  $3,000,000  Coventry  Cathe¬ 
dral  which  is  to  replace  the  ancient 
one  destroyed  by  German  bombers 
in  the  1950  blitz.  The  Queen  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  her  husband,  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh. 

The  impressive  service  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  congregation  of  3,000 
which  included  Prime  Minister  An¬ 
thony  Eden  and  Lady  Eden.  Among 
the  many  church  leaders  present 
were  a  group  of  German  clergymen 
headed  by  Bishop  Hanns  Lilje  of 
Hannovbr,  president  of  the  Luther¬ 
an  World  Federation. 

Bells  from  the  former  cathedral 
rang  out  as  the  Queen  arrived.  They 
pealed  from  the  old  building’s  tow¬ 
er  which  escaped  destruction. 


5,060 


S  WANTED 

to  sell  Wtb'es,  Teitamonts,  good  books, 
osnd . ripture  mottos.  Scripture  cal¬ 

endar  v.  -  ung  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  O,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago.  5,  111. 


Bank  Teller  Also 
A  Clergyman 

Cleveland,  O.  (RNS) —  Bank  teller 
by  day  and  clergyman  by  night  and 
on  weekends  is  the  career  the  Rev. 
Eugene  E.  Coleman,  an  employee  of 
the.  First  National  Bank  in  nearby 
Burton,  has  mapped  out  for  himself. 

Mr.  Coleman,  who  moved  recent¬ 
ly  to  a  farm  home  near  surburban 
South  Newbury,  said  he  will  devote 
his  free  time  to  organizing  a  Church 
of  the  Nazarene  congregation  at  a 
former  Congregational  church  in 
that  community. 

-“I  don’t  expect  my  ministerial 
duties  to  conflict  with  my  work  at 
the  bank,”  he  said.  “Bank  officials 
have  long  knoivn  of  my  desire  to 
organize  a  church  in  this  area  and 
seem  to  have  been  most  sympathetic 
to  the  idea.” 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

B?b*e  Teasons  for  Chrfcthfn' Tneaach^ad»ycoSch°0LLHSi0n8!  th8  International 
Chrl.ti.n 


LESSON  FOR  APRIL  15,  1956 
“COURAGE  FOR  CHRISTIAN  WITNESSING” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE •  Acts  4- 
13-20,  29-31.  ’ 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “Grant  to  thy  servants  to 
speak  thy  word  with  all  boldness .”  Acts  4:29 


This  is  the  second  lesson  of  four- 
sessions  UNIT  IX:  “EMPOWER¬ 
MENT  FOR  HARD  TASKS.”  The 
theme  of  the  first  lesson  of  the  unit 
was  “The  Church  and  the  Holy 
Spirit.”  In  that  lesson  we  thought 
together  about  what  the  Holy  Spirit 
is.  We  .learned  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  God  present  with  and  in  people. 
Christ  was  God  present  in  a  visible 
way,  while  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God 
present  in  a  spiritual  way.  Christ 
declared  the  people  would  be  more 
powerful  when  God  came  to  live 
in  them  rather  than  with  them.  A 
study  of  the  lives  of  the  disciples 
prior  to  Pentecost  and  after  Pente¬ 
cost  will  prove  that  the  Lord  was 
right. 

We  also  considered  the  matter  of 
how  and  when  one  is  to  receive  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  how  he  can  permit 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  work  in  and 
through  his  life.  All  of  this  fits  into 
the  general  theme  of  the  unit.  The 
early  disciples  had  some  hard  tasks 
to  perform  and  God  furnished  the 
power  by  which  they  did  them. 
Modern  Christians  also  have  some 
hard  tasks  to  perform  and  for  the 
accomplishment  of  them  they  sorely 
need  the  same  power  as  that  which 
came  upon  the  early  disciples. 

This  brings  us  to  our  theme  for 
today  —  “Courage  for  Christian  Wit¬ 
nessing.”  One  will  note  immediately 
how  this  fits  into  the  general  theme. 
Witnessing  in  the  proper  manner  is 
a  hard  task  and  one  needs  power 
from  God  to  accomplish  it. 


did  these  disciples  declare  that 
Christ  rose  from  the  dead  but  they 
declared  that  he  was  still  with  them 
in  spiritual  power,  and  they  in¬ 
sisted  that  it  was  through  his  pres¬ 
ence  and  power  that  this  miracle 
of  healing  was  done.  It  will  be  re¬ 
membered  that  this  was  the  first 
miracle  performed  by  the  disciples 
after  Christ  made  his  visible  de¬ 
parture.  ,, 

We  are  told  that  the  authorities 
on  this  occasion  brought  Peter  and 
John  before  the  Sanhedrin,  tried 
them,  whipped  them,  and  kept  them 
in  prison  all-night.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  they  brought  them  before  the 
Sanhedrin  again  and  commanded 
that  they  cease  preaching  and  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  Christ.  They  went 
so  far  as  to  threaten  their  lives  if 
they  continued  this  work. 

The  authorities  did  not  have  to 
wait  long  for  the  answer  of  these 
men.  They  replied  to  them  immedi¬ 
ately,  saying,  “Whether  it  is  right 
in  the  sight  of  God  to  listen  to  you 
rather  than  God,  you  must  judge; 
for  we  cannot  but  speak  what  we 
have  seen  and  heard.” 


servants  to  speak  thy  word  with 
all  boldness.” 

Do  you  note  how  this  4esson  fits 
right  into  the  general  theme  of  the 
unit  —  “Empowerment  for  Hard 
Tasks?”  These  disciples  had  come 
up  against  a  hard  task  and  power 
was  furnished  to  them  to  carry 
through.  Did  you  ever  stop  to  won¬ 
der  just  what  would  have  been  the 
case  if  these  men  had  not  had  the 
courage  of  their  conviction;  the 
courage  to  stand  up  and  witness  for 
Christ  even  in  the  face  of  death  it¬ 
self?  Without  this  witnessing  there 
would  have  been  no  Christianity; 
it  would  have  died  in  being  born 
and  there  would  have  been  no 
higher  civilization  as  we  know  it 
today. 

The  Task  Before  Us 


A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

It  might  be  well  to  get  our  lesson 
text  in  its  setting.  The  events  des¬ 
cribed  in  our  study  took  place  some 
time  after  Pentecost.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  nearly  all  of  the 
early  Christians  \yere  Jews.  The 
Jews  in  Jerusalem  had  the  habit 
of  going  into  the  Temple  for  prayer 
at  three  o’clock  each  afternoon. 

In  the  third  chapter  of  Acts  we 
are  told  that  Peter  and  John  were 
going  into  the  Temple  one  afternoon 
for  prayer,  and  at  one  of  the  gates 
of  the  Temple,  the  one  called  Beau¬ 
tiful,  they  met  a  beggar  whose  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  placed  him  at  this 
place  daily  to  beg  alms.  This  man 
was  lame.  He  asked  alms  of  Peter 
and  John.  They  had  no  money  to 
give  him,  but  they  healed  him.  The 
man  was  very  happy  over  his  heal¬ 
ing  and  we  are  told  that  we  went 
along  with  Peter  and  John  into  the 
Temple.  This  caused  quite  a  commo¬ 
tion  and  a  large  crowd  soon  assemb¬ 
led.  This  disturbed  the  priests  and 
leaders  of  the  Temple. 

These  leaders  saw  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  movement  was  getting  out  of 
hand.  Some  weeks  before  this  time 
they  had  crucified  Christ,  the  leader 
of  the  movement,  and  they  felt  that 
that  would  put  an  end  to  it.  But  in 
the  place  of  it  doing  so,  the  move- 
‘ment  took  on  new  life  and  began 
to  grow  faster  than  ever.  Not  only 


As  the  authorities  looked  these 
men  over  they  realized  that  they 
were  uneducated,  common  men  and 
we  are  told  that  “They  wondered; 
and  they  recognized  that  they  had 
been  with  Jesus.”  They  saw  that 
there  was  a  holy  boldness;  a  spirit¬ 
ual  audacity  about  them  that  was 
similiar  to  that  seen  in  Christ.  In 
other  words,  there  was  something 
in  the  lives  of  these  men  that  re¬ 
minded  the  authorities  of  Jesus. 
That  should  be  true  in  the  life  of 
every  follower  of  the  Lord. 

Another  thing  that  embarrassed 
the  authorities  was  the  fact  that  the 
man  who  had  been  healed  was 
standing  there  in  the  midst  all  the 
while.  These  men  could  not  suc¬ 
cessfully  argue  against  the  power 
of  the  resurrected  Jesus,  for  there 
stood  a  man  who  had  been  healed 
by  that  power.  It  is  said  that  one 
example  is  worth  a  thousand  argu¬ 
ments,  and  thesb  men  had  the  ex¬ 
ample  before  them.  There  was  noth¬ 
ing  they  could  do  in  the  realm  of 
reason  and  justice  except  to  let 
the  disciples  go,  and  they  did  that. 
Then  a  very  natural  thing  happened 
—  they  went  to  their  own  company. 
Birds  of  a  feather  flock  together 
and  this  is  true  whether  they  be 
good  or  bad. 

As  soon  as  these  disciples  arrived 
at  the  place  where  other  members 
of  their  group  were  present,  they 
launched  a  great  prayer  and  praise 
service.  They  thanked  the  Lord  for 
the  fact  that  he  had  given  them 
victory.  One  thing  that  impresses 
the  writer  very  much  is  the  fact 
that  these  disciples  talked  to  the 
spiritual  presence  of  the  Lord  just 
as  they  had  talked  to  him  while  he 
was  here  in  the  flesh.  They  went 
on  to  say,  “And  now,  Lord,  look 
upon  their  threats,  and  grant  to  thy 


There  is  a  need  for  witnessing 
today  just  as  truly  as  there  was  in 
the  early  days  of  Christianity. 
Christ  and  his  way  of  life  are  on 
trial  today  just  as  truly  as  they 
were  in  the  beginning  of  the  Chris- 
tian  movement.  All  of  us  realize 
that  there  is  a  great  anti-Christian 
movement,  that  is  trying  td  sweep 
over  the  world  today.  This  move¬ 
ment  is  seen  very  definitely  behind 
he  iron  and  bamboo  curtains,  but 
it  does  not  confine  itself  wholly  to 
these  places.  It  is  more  or  less  pre¬ 
valent  all  over  the  world.  Our  own 
nation  is  shot  through 'with  mater¬ 
ialistic  Atheism.  The  vast  majority 
ot  our  citizens,  both  in  the  church 
and  out  of  it,  habitually  put  mater¬ 
ial  things  ahead  of  the  spiritual 
values  of  life.  Many  declare  that 
they  put  God  and  his  cause  first  in 
lue;  that  is  they  say  that  with 
their  claim.  They  fail  to  realize 

tnai  are  known  by  their  fruits 
and  that  actions  speak  louder  than 

words.  What  they  do  speaks  so 
loudly  that  we  cannot  hear  what 
they  say. 

Since  we  do  face  a  condition  like 
this,  there  is  a  great  need  for  wit¬ 
nessing.  We  have  come  upon  a  time 
w  en  people  can  no  longer  play  at 
the  job  of  being  Christians.  They 
must  stand  up  and  be  counted  It 
will  take  courage  and  power  for 
this,  and  such  courage  and  power 
are  at  our  disposal. 

Our  Need  of  Courage 

One  of  our  greatest  needs  today 
is  courage:  the  courage  of  our  con¬ 
viction.  We  know  what  is  right  but 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  do  what  is 
right.  We  are  too  much  inclined  to 
practice  expediency  or  compromise. 
There  are  a  lot  of  evil  in  the  world 
today  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  profit  by  them.  They  are 
willing  to  spend  much  of  their  ill- 
gotten  gains  to  keep  the  ball  rolling. 
These  evils  are  noted  on  every 
hand,  such  for  example  as  the 
liquor  traffic,  the  traffic  in  nar¬ 
cotics,  white  slavery,  and  gambling. 
People  of  even  average  intelligence 
know  that  these  things  are  wrong. 
They  realize  that  the  practice  of 
such  things  lays  a  great  burden 
upon  the  world.  They  are  in  them 
for  the  money  they  get  out  of  them. 
They  get  their  bread  *  and  butter 
that  way  and  some  of  them  pile  up 
fortunes;  fortunes  of  blood-money. 
Some  of  them  try  to  argue.  In  so 
doing  they  hope  to  ease  their  con¬ 
science,  but  when  their  conscience 
stands  bared  before  the  all-seeing 
eye' of  God  their  argument  will 
cease  and  their  lips  will  be  sealed. 

Many  people  who  dally  around 
with  such  evils  are  in  the  church. 
Some  of  them  aspire  to  leadership 
in  the  church.  They  need  to  remem¬ 
ber  what  Christ  said  in  his  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  -  “Pluck  out  the  eye 


that  offends  and  cut  ofLthe  hans 
that  offends.”  It  takes  courage  in 
cut  loose  from  these  , evils  especially 
if  one  is  making  hlis  living  that 
way,  but  let  all  know  that  such 
spiritual  amputation  is  necessary  if 
one  is  to  be  a  true  Christian.  Christ 
never  said  that  it  is  easy  to  follow 
him.  He  said  it  was  hard.  He  de 
dared  that  “the  foxes  have  holes 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests 
but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where 
to  lay  his  head.” 

Since  witnessing  is  so  important 
and  since  courage  is  so  sorely  need¬ 
ed  in  order  that  we  may  properly 
witness,  we  might  well  raise  the 
question,  “What  is  the  source  of 
courage;  where  does  it  come  from- 
how  can  one  have  it?”  The  answer 
is  not  far  to  seek.  Courage  comes 
from  conviction,  or  from  being  fully 
convinced  that  what  one  believes  is 
true  and  what  one  stands  for  is  of 
real  value.  This  was  what  gave 
Christ  courage  to  face  the  ordeal  of 
the  cross  itself.  He  was  sure  that 
what  he  taught  was  true  and  he  was 
convinced  that  what  he  stood  for 
was  of  supreme  value.  He  believed 
fully  that  he  could  conquer  death 
and  he  was  convinced  that  God  the 
Father  would  vindicate  his  right¬ 
eous  life.  This  gave  him  courage 
even  to  die  the  death  of  the  cross. 

This  same  type  of  faith  and  con¬ 
viction  gave  the  disciples  courage 
in  the  early  days  of  Christianity. 
Literally  thousands  of  them  died 
the  death  of  martyrs.  Some  were 
burned  at  the  stake;  some  were 
crucified;  many  were  thrown  into 
the  arena  with  wild  beasts,  and 
others  were  nailed-up  in  hollow 
logs  and  sawn  asunder.  Many  of 
them  were  tortured  to  death;  torn 
limb  from  limb  and  maimed  in  very 
conceivable  manner.  Yet  they  re¬ 
mained  true.  They  went  ;to  their 
deaths  with  songs  of  praises  upon 
their  lips.  Under  the  inspiration  of 
such  sacrifice  the  church  took  a 
mighty  surge  forward.  Some  one 
has  well  said  that  “The  blood  of 
the  martyrs  was  the  seed  of  the 
church.”  It  kept  the  church  going  in 
the'  dark  days  of  its  early  existence. 
More  Than  One  Way  io  Witness 
Many  seem  to  feel  that  Christian 
witness  can  be  carried  on  only  by 
word  of  lip,  but  such  is  not  the 
case.  The  writer  would  not  discount 
this  type  of  witness.  It  is  sorely 
needed  in  the  world,  but  there  is  a 
type  that  is  more  effective.  It  is 
that  witness  which  comes  from  the 
expression  of  one’s  entire  personali¬ 
ty;  his  purposes;  his  motives;  his  at¬ 
titudes;  and  his  deeds  as  well  as 
his  words.  In  fact  words  are  useless 
in  the  matter  of  witnessing  unless 
they  are  backed -up  by  these  other 
modes  of  expression  of  one’s  whole 
personality. 

There  are  three  classes  of  people 
watching  us  as  we  bear  witness  in 
the  world.  There  is  the  class  whom 
we  might  call  skeptics.  They  de¬ 
clare  there  is  nothing  to  Christiani¬ 
ty  and  they  are  watching  us  hoping 
that  we  will  fail,  and  when  and  if 
we  do  fail  they  magnify  our  fail¬ 
ures.  -V. 


The  second  class  are  honest 
hearted  people,  but  they  are  in¬ 
dividuals  who  have  not  as  yet  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  and  his  way  of  life. 
They  plan  to  sometime.  They  fully 
believe  that  there  is  something  to 
Christianity  and  they  are  watching 
us  hoping  that  we  will  succeed. 

The  third  class  are  our  fellow 
Christians.  They  are  also  interested 
in  our  success.  Every  time  they  see 
us  succeed,  they  gain  new  courage 
to  continue  their  fight  against  the 
evils  of  the  world. 
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RETIRED  MINISTER'S 
HOME 

CONSTRUCTION 

BEGUN 

Construction  of  the  first  duplex 
home  for  retired  ministers  was 
started  shortly  after  the  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony  at  Ruston  on 
Tuesday,  April  3rd  at ’2:45  p.m.  Af¬ 
ter  a  downpour  of  rain  which  lasted 
for  over  an  hour,  a  large  number 
of  preachers  and  laymen  from  all 
sections  of  the  state  gathered  along 
the  property  line  of  the  beautiful 
tract  of  ground  just  east  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  and 
watched  from  their  cars  the  official 
act  of  setting  in  motion  the  con¬ 
struction  of  what  is  .hoped  to  be  a 
chain  of  homes. 

This  duplex  will  cost  $21,000.00 
and  will  be  of  the  very  best  mater¬ 
ial  and  all  modern  conveniences. 
One  side  will  be  a  two  bed  room, 
parlor  ^nd  kitchen-dinette  apart¬ 
ment  with  a  back  service  porch,  car¬ 
port,  and  patio  in  front.  The  other 
will  be  the  same  only  with  one  extra 
large  bedroom. 

Some  of  those  present  for  the 
groundbreaking  were:  J.  B.  Gramb- 
ling,  chairman  of  the  Board,  Dr. 
Guy  M.  Hicks,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Ruston  District,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  service,  Jack 
Ritchie,  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  J. 
R.  Russell,  secretary  of  the  Board; 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  and  Rev.  George 
Pearce  Jr.,  members  of  the  Board; 
Dr.  C.  B.  White  and  Mayor  Beasley 
of  Ruston;  Randell  T.  Moore  of 
brothers  who  contracted  the  job, 
A.  P.  Telford. 


Houma  Church  Opens  New  Plant 

A  new  $400,000  church  plant  for  the  First  Methodist  Church  at  Houma 
was  formally  opened  on  Easter  Sunday  with  appropriate  services  in  which 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev.  R. 
R.  Branton,  Lafayette,  assisted  the  pastor,  Rev.  Sam  Nader.  Already  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  many  of  the  Houma  citizens  as  the  “Cathedral  on  the  Bayou,” 
the  new  plant  features 
complete  facilities  for 
the  entire  church  pro¬ 
gram,  including  sanc¬ 
tuary,  educational  space 
and  church  offices,  as 
well  as  fellowship  halls 
complete  with  kitchen. 

The  church,  a  blend  of 
Colonial  and  Georgian 
architecture,  also  fea¬ 
tures  a  tall  stately*  tower 
and  steeple,  the  cross  on 
top  of  which  is  105  feet 
high.  The  sanctuary  has 
a  high  vaulted  ceiling, 

36  feet  from  floor,  and 
462  worshippers  can  be 
seated.  The  educational 
building  will  accommo¬ 
date  an  attendance  of 
450  and  the  fellowship 
hall  has  a  capacity  of 
300.  The  entire  building 
is  air-conditioned. 

A  feature  article  con¬ 
cerning  the  church  will 
be  published  at  a  later 
date. 


&  jRTION  OF 
EPi.  -OPAL  ADDRESS 
ON  CBS 

Methodists  across  the  country, 
through  the  facilities  of  the  CBS 
“Church  of  the  Air,”  will  be  able 
to  hear  parts  of  the  quadrennial 
message  from  their  seventy-five 
bishops  Sunday  morning.  April  29. 

The  program  will  originate  in 
Station  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  where 
the  denomination’s  law  and  policy¬ 
making  body  will  be  in  session. 

The  Episcopal  Address  from  which 
the  spoken  portion  of  the  radio  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  taken  is  to  be  delivered 
both  on  the  air  and  at  the  General 
Conference  by  Bishop  Fred  Pierce 
Corson  of  Philadelphia. 

The  message  is  issued  over  the 
signatures  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  delivered 
to  the  General  Conference  on  its 
opening  day.  It  is  comparable  in 
purpose  and  content  to  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  message  on  the  State  of  the 
Union  at  the  beginning  of  a  new 
Congress. 

The  “Church  of  the  Air,”  a  twen¬ 
ty-five-year-old  Columbia  radio 
program,  will  be  heard  from  7:00  to 
7:30  a.m.,  Central  Standard  time. 

Bishop  W.  Earl  Ledden  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.Y.,  who  will  then  have  taken 
office  as  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  will  conduct  the  worship. 

The  music  for  the  program  will 
be  by  the  Henepin  Avenue  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Minneapolis,  Thure 
Fredrickson,  director. 

Since  not  all  CBS  affiliates  carry 
this  program,  listeners  should  con¬ 
sult  their  local  listings. 


St.  Luke’s,  New  Orleans,  to  Build  New 

Sanctuary 


Clear  Creek  Church 
To  Be  Dedicated 

Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent,  will 
deliver  the  dedicatory  sermon  and 
lead  in  dedication  services  on  next 
Sunday  morning  for  the  rebuilt 
sanctuary  and  new  educational 
building  of  the  Clear  Creek  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  the  Clinton’  charge. 
Built  at  a  cost  of  $10,500.00,  thqr 
buildings  were  completed  one  yeaf 
agb  and  became  debt-free  during 
March  of  this  year.  The  program 
was  begun  with  a  financial  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  cost  during  June,  1954. 

A  picture  of  the  interior  of  the 
sanctuary  will  be  published  at  a 
later  date.  Rev.  George  Harkins  is 
pastor. 


A  new  sanctuary,  featuring  mod¬ 
ern  techniques  in  architecture  and 
materials,  will  be  erected  by  St. 
Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  it  has  been  announced  by 
Rev.  W.  Spencer  Wren,  the  pastor. 

The  new  building  which  will  ad¬ 
join  the  present  education  building, 
will  seat  350  persons. 

Incfuded  in  the  expansion  project 
will  be  the  enlargement  and  reno¬ 
vation  of  the  education  building  to 
conform  to  the  architecture  of  the 
sanctuary.  All  elements  will  be  air- 
conditioned.  Total  cost  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  is  estimated  at  $125,000. 

The  facade  of  the  sanctuary  will 
be  almost  entirely  of  glass,  recessed 
from  timber  facing,  while  the  rear 
will  be  of  stained  glass,  protected 
by  louvres.  The  interior  will  be  en¬ 
tirely  clear  of  support  with  brick¬ 
faced  side  walls  and  vaulted  ceil¬ 
ing,  supported  by  timber  beams. 


Ground-Breaking  Ceremony  For 
Wesley  Foundation  Building 


Leaders  who  participated  in  the  Groundbreaking  Exercises  formally  beginning  con¬ 
struction  of  Wesley  Foundation  Building  at  Hammond,  across  street  from  Southeastern 
College  campus. 


Pictured  above  are  the  people  who 
took  part  in  the  ground-breaking 
ceremony  for  the  new  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  building  at  Southeast  Louis¬ 
iana  College,  Hammond,  on  Sunday, 
March  25. 

Left  to  right,  they  are:  Rev.  E.  R. 
Thomas,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Hammond;  E.  A. 
Courtney,  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee;  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  Confer¬ 
ence  president  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service;  Leslie 
McKenzie,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  representing  the  laymen  of 
the  district;  Miss  Gloria  Flurry, 
president,  Wesley  Foundation;  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Sims,  wife  of  the  late  L.  A. 
Sims,  first  president  of  Southeast¬ 


ern;  Rev.  Wilson  Watson,  pastor, 
Ponchatoula  Methodist  Church,  rep¬ 
resenting  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris; 
Dr.  M.  C.  Wiginton,  chairman,  Board 
of  Directors;  Mrs.  G.  F.  Poole, 
Bogalusa,  representing  Board  of 
Trustees;  Ralph  St.  Amant,  Thibo¬ 
deaux,  president  Wesley  Foundation 
Alumni;  Miss  Lillian  Hay,  Wesley 
Foundation  Director;  Dr.  L.  G.  Raub, 
representing  the  faculty. 

The  new  building  will  be  valued 
at  $60,239.00.  It  will  be  located  across 
the  street  from  the  college,  and  it 
is  expected  that  it  will  be  completed 
in  time  for  use  in  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  program  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fall  semester. 


German  Reds  Schedule  132,000 
Atheistic  Lectures 


Leipzig,  East  Germany  (RNS)  — 
Officials  of  the  atheistic  Society  for 
Spreading  Scientific  Knowledge  anr. 
nounced  here  that  it  has  scheduled 
132,000  lectures  in  the  Soviet  zone 
this  year.  They  said  that  some  12,000 
“outstanding  scientists”  have  been 
recruited  to  carry  out  this  program. 

The  announcement  was  made  at 
a  conference  of  300  leaders  of  the 
society.  It  followed  admissions  by 
Otto  Schroeder,  secretary,  and  oth¬ 
er  officials  that  the  organization 
had  not  succeeded  in  “establishing 
a  foothold  in  all  East  German  cir¬ 
cles  despite  generous  support  by 
government  authorities  and  the  So¬ 
cialist  Unity  (Communist)  Party.” 

Because  of  this,  Herr  Schroeder 
told  the  meeting,  “the  society  must 
increase  its  efforts  to  acquaint  So¬ 
viet  Zone  citizens  with  scientific 
knowledge  and  aid  them  in  elimi¬ 
nating  unscientific  views,  ignorance 
and  superstition.” 


The  society  has  played  a  leading 
role  in  Communist  efforts  to  indoc¬ 
trinate  East  German  youth  along 
materialistic  lines  and  undermine 
their  religious  faith.  East  German 
President  Wilhelm  Pieck  recently 
described  its  work  as  “of  the  ut¬ 
most  importance  for  Socialist  prog¬ 
ress.” 


Launch  Drive  For  'Texas 
Dormitory'  At  Japan 
Christian  University 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  An  appeal 
for  $60,000  to  build  a  “Texas  Dormi¬ 
tory”  on  the  grounds  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  University  in 
Japan  was  launched  by  the  Greater 
Dallas  Council  of  Churches. 

A  spokesman  said  it  is  hoped  that 
other  Texas  cities  will  join  in  the 
effort.  The  university,  located  near 
Tokyo,  is  supported  by  14  denomin¬ 
ations  in  the  United  States  and  Can¬ 
ada. 


Reports  Asiatic  Religion 
In  Revival 

Uppsala,  Sweden  (RNS)  —  Asia’s 
“old  religions”  are  going  through 
a  revival  and  spreading  even  to 
Europe,  the  Rev.  Ronald  K.  Or¬ 
chard  of  London,  a  secretary  of 
the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil,  said  here. 

Speaking  at  the  Institute  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Research,  he  urged  ihis- 
sionaries  and  mission  societies  to 
take  note  of  this  development. 

Mr.  -Orchard  also  called  upon 
mission  organizations  to  re-adjust 
their  methods  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  many  governments  and  non¬ 
church  groups  are  sponsoring  large 
scale  social  welfare  programs  in 
countries  where  such  work  has 
been  a  major  effort  of  missions. 

He  indicated  that  in  the  future 
missionaries  should  devote  them¬ 
selves  chiefly  to  spreading  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  not  permit  themselves 
to  be  so  tied  up  with  social  ques¬ 
tions. 


AMERICANS  SMOKED  386 
BILLION  CIGARETTES 
LAST  YEAR 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Americans  smoked  386  billion 
cigarettes  in  1955,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  said  here  in 
its  annual  report  on  tobacco 
consumption. 

This  was  more  than  double 
the  1935-39  average  of  157  bil¬ 
lion,  but  less  than  the  394  billion 
record  established  in  1952.  It 
represented  an  average  con¬ 
sumption  of  3,386  cigarettes  for 
each  person  over  15  years  of 
age. 

American  smokers  consumed 
almost  six  billion  cigars,  77,000,- 
000  pounds  of  smoking  tobacco, 
78,000,000  pounds  of  chewing  to¬ 
bacco,  and  39,000,000  pounds  of 
snuff. 


Communists  Inviting  Refugee  Clergymen 
To  'Return  Home' 


Drive  Against  Liquor  Calendars 
With  Religious  Illustrations 


Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
Clergymen  are  among  former  refu¬ 
gees  settled  here  who  are  now  re¬ 
ceiving  invitations  from  Iron  Cur¬ 
tain  countries  to  “return  home.” 

Communist  propagandists  have 
reached  them  in  the  new  homes  — 
despite  changed  names  —  and  are 
bombarding  them  with  pleas  to  “re¬ 
turn  to  your  fatherland  and  all  is 


Lighted  Skyscraper  Windows 
Represent  Crosses  of  Calvary 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Windows  in 
three  Wall  Street  skyscrapers  were 
lit  up  on  Good  Friday  to  represent 
the  Three  Crosses  of  Calvary. 

It  was  the  first  such  representa¬ 
tion  here.  In  the  past,  skyscraper 
windows  in  several  parts  of  the  city 
were  lighted  to  form  only  single 
crosses. 

The  three  crosses,  each  about  150 
feet  high,  shone  from  buildings  of 
the  Cities  Service  Company,  '  the 
City  Bank-Farmers  Trust  Company 
and  the  Forty  Wall  Street  Corpora¬ 
tion.  These  structures  are  so  situ¬ 
ated  that  their  lighted  windows  sim¬ 
ulated  the  Hill  of  Calvary  on  the 
New  York  skyline. 

The  display  was  arranged  by  the 
Anchor  Club,  comprising  member^ 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in  the 
New  York  City  Fire  Department. 

Other  structures  who  windows 
formed  lighted  crosses  during  Holy 
week  included  the  Irving  Trust 
Company,  the  Consolidated  Edison 
Company  and  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  Building. 

Across  the  river  in  Brooklyn,  the 
Williamsburgh  Savings  Bank  build¬ 
ing,  tallest  edifice  in  the  borough, 
also  lighted  its  windows  in  the 
shape  of  a  giant  cross. 

Similar  crosses  were  formed  by 
buildings  in  other  cities. 


Bill  Would  Exempt  Church 
Buses  From  Excise  Taxes 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
pending  Senate  bill  would  exempt 
motor  vehicles  used  by  “reiligious 
and  non-profit  educational  organi¬ 
zations”  from  federal  excise  taxes, 
provided  they  were  used  for  such 
activities  as  transporting  children  to 
school  or  church  functions. 

It  was  introduced  by  Sen.  Everett 
M.  Dirksen  (R.-Ill.)  at  the  request  of 
several  educational  institutions  in 
his  state. 


forgiven.” 

The  Reds  also  are  deploring  the 
“tortures”  the  former  DP’s  alleged¬ 
ly  are  undergoing  in  the  western 
countries. 

One  of  those  receiving  literature 
mailed  from  East  Berlin  but  printed 
in  the  Latvian  language  is  the  Rev. 
Rudolfs  Krafts,  pastor  of  Our  Sav¬ 
iour’s  Lutheran  church  in  Circle 
Pines.  He  is  a  former  Latvian  DP. 

Mr.  Krafts  thinks  “it  wonderful 
that  nobody  in  this  country  cares 
what  we  get  in  our  mail”  but  he  is 
disturbed,  nevertheless,  “that  they 
should  allow  stuff  like  this  to  come 
into  this  wonderful  country.” 

He  has  been  getting  issues  of  a 
publication  called  “About  Returning 
Home.”  Judging  from  its  contents, 
Mr.  Krafts  believes  that  the  text 
is  prepared  in  several  languages  for 
distribution  to  former  DP’s  in  the 
free  world  from  all  the  Iron  Curtain 
countries. 

Its  contents  refer  to  Poles,  Lith¬ 
uanians  and  others,  as  well  as  to 
Latvians. 

Burden  of  the  message,  Mr.  Krafts 
said,  is  that  under  a  “decree  of 
amnesty,”  no  former  DP  need  fear 
any  punishment  if  he  returns  to  his 
homeland  and  his  “loved  ones.” 


Boston  (RNS)  —  A  woolen  sweat¬ 
er  knitted  by  a  minister’s  wife  38 
years  ago  has  turned  into  quite  a 
yam. 

Because  of  the  sweater  an  Arab 
family  of  eight  living  in  a  refugee 
camp  will  emigrate  to  the  United 
States. 

Mrs.  James  G.  Beveridge  of  Bel¬ 
mont  made  the  garment  when  she 
was  a  16-year-old  girl  in  New' Roch¬ 
elle,  N.  Y.  She  gave  it  to  the  Red 
Cross  who  distributed  it  in  1918  to 
an  American  doughboy  in  France. 

Mrs.  Beveridge  —  then  Margaret 
Todd  —  sewed  a  tag  in  the  sweater 
bearing  her  name  and  address.  She 
hoped  that  some  serviceman  would 
write  to  her  and  let  her  know  he 
received  it.  The  letter  never  came. 

But  last  year  a  letter  addressed 
to  her  maiden  name  at  her  1916 
address  reached  New  Rochelle.  For¬ 
tunately,  the  post-office  clerk  was 
the  brother  of  her  best  friend  and 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
crusade  started  by  a  Philadelphia 
clergyman  against  the  use  of  re¬ 
ligious  pictures  on  liquor  store  cal¬ 
endars  is  to  be  extended  over  the 
country. 

Clayton  M.  Wallace,  executive 
secretary  of  the  National  Temper¬ 
ance  League,  said  here  that  100,000 
reproductions  of  one  of  the  calen¬ 
dars  will  be  sent  to  religious  groups. 
They  will  be  asked  to  request  any- 
vne  displaying  such  a  calendar  to 
remove  the  religious  picture  from 
it. 

The  churchmen  also  will  be  urged 
to  campaign  against  the  distribution 
of  such  calendars  next  year. 

“This  is  the  first  time  liquor  in¬ 
terests  have  gotten  so  bold  as  to 
use  religious  themes  directly  in 
their  advertising  appeal,”  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace  said.  '  < 

“They  are  seeking  to  exploit  re¬ 
ligion  by  giving  the  impression  that 
churches  approve  their  product  and 
that  they  themselves  are  religious.” 

The  Philadelphia  minister,  Dr.  W. 
Hamilton  Aulenbach  of  Christ 
Church  and  St.  Michael’s  in  Ger¬ 
mantown,  found  two  liquor  distri¬ 
butors  in  his  area  giving  out  1956 
calendars  bearing  religious  illustra¬ 
tions.  One  of  them  was  the  Head 


recognized  the  name.  This  saved  the 
letter  from  going  to  the  dead  letter 
office. 

He  forwarded  it  to  Mrs.  Beve¬ 
ridge,  whose  husband  is  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  church  in  Belmont. 

It  was  'from  an  Arab  family  in 
the  Hashimite  Kingdom  of  Jordan, 
thanking  her  for  the  sweater  which 
had  just  been  given  them  by  a  Prot¬ 
estant  missionary. 

The  family,  including  four  daugh¬ 
ters  and  two  sons  aged  from  eight 
to  20,  had  been  natives  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  but  moved  as  refugees  to  Am¬ 
man,  capital  of  Jordan. 

Out  of  that  letter  grew  a  corres¬ 
pondence  between  the  two  families, 
and  the  Beveridges  have  filled  out 
necessary  papers  for  the  Arab  fam¬ 
ily  to  come  to  America  and  begin 
a  new  life  as  tailors.  She  said  her 
family  will  be  personally  responsi¬ 
ble  for  them,  although  the  Belmont 
Baptist  congregation  also  is  “tre¬ 
mendously  interested  in  them.” 


of  Christ  and  the  other  da  Vinci’s 
“Last  Supper.” 

The  pastor  conducted  a  successful 
campaign  to  stop  display  of  the  cal¬ 
endars  in  his  section. 


Arkansas  Prayer 
Crusade  Spreads 

West  Memphis,  Ark.  (RNS)  — 
A  prayer  crusade  begun  by  Bap¬ 
tist  churchmen  here  last  January 
to  halt  the  opening  of  a  dog  race¬ 
track  just  outside  the  city  now  has 
spread  throughout  the  state. 

Mrs.  James  Street  of  Conway, 
prayer  chairman  of  the  state¬ 
wide  (Baptist)  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union,  has  called  upon  local 
and  regional  branches  of  the  union 
throughout  Arkansas  to  take  up 
the  crusade  and  extend  its  objec¬ 
tive  to  the  stamping  out  of  gambl¬ 
ing  of  all  kinds. 

The  crusade  was  originated  here 
by  Mrs.  Russell  J.  Clubb,  wife  of 
the  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist 
church  and  prayer  chairman  for 
the  W.M.U.  ©f  the  Tri-County 
Baptists  Association.  Since  it  was 
started  a  group  of  West  Memphis 
citizens,  headed  by  a  Methodist 
minister,  has  filed  suit  in  Pulaski 
County  Chancery  Court  to  enjoin 
the  State  Racing  Commission  from 
issuing  a  permit  for  the  dog  track. 

A  similar  crusade  on  a  statewide 
basis  featured  a  1952  campaign  by 
clergymen  and  churchgoers  that 
succeeded  in  forcing  a  local  option 
election  on  a  project  to  establish 
a  horse  racetrack  here.  When  the 
anti-track  forces  subsequently  won 
the  election,  the'  Racing  Commis¬ 
sion  revoked  the  track’s  franchise. 


Minister  Wants  Saturday 
Weather  Broadcasts  Abolished 

Oklahoma  City  (RNS)  —  Satur¬ 
day  evening  broadcasts  of  weather 
predictions  “do  more  to  hurt  church 
attendance  than  measles  or  the  flu,” 
the  Rev.  Earl  N.  Dorff  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  church  here  contends. 

He  said  he  would  like  to  see  all 
weather  broadcasters  and  telecast¬ 
ers  “go  into  hiding”  every  Saturday. 

“When  the  forecasters  agree  on 
Saturday  night  that  Sunday  will  be 
warm  and  fair,”  Mr.  Dorff  said,  “my 
members  decide  to  get  up  early  and 
go  to  grandma’s.  If  they  agree  that 
it  is  going  to  be  a  cold  or  wet  Sun¬ 
day,  members  decide  to  sleep  in.” 


Sweater  Changes  Life  of  Arab  Family 
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PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE 

How  Real  Is  The 

Kingdom  To  UsI 


MRS.  J.  RUSSELL  HENDERSON 


FOUR  years  ago  the  Woman’s  Division  set 
certain  goals  for  Methodist  women  for  the 
quadrennium  1952-56.  With  discipleship  at 
the  center  of  those  plans  we  the  members 
of  Societies  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  were 
called  to  dedicate  ourselves  to  our  tasks  “that 
the  Kingdom  of  God  may  be  realized”. 

How  real  is  the  kingdom  of  God  to  us?  Have 
these  past  four  years  meant  real  spiritual  growth 
for  me?  Does  my  life  have  new  purpose?  Have 
I  come  closer  to  accepting  God’s  purpose  for  my 
life  in  making  real  His  kingdom? 

What  do  we  mean  by  “making  real  His  king¬ 
dom”?  In  the  worship  service  in  my  church 
every  Sunday  we  declare  in  the  affirmation  of 
faith  which  we  repeat  together,  “We  believe  in 
the  kingdom  of  God  as  the  Divine  rule  in  human 
society  and  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  men”.  Each  one  of  us  prays,  at 
least  every  Sunday,  “Thy  Kingdom  come”.  What 
do  Methodists  believe  concerning  the  Kingdom 
of  God?  In  the  booklet,  “This  We  Believe”  we 
read,  “We  believe  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  is 
the  reign  of  God  in  every  department  of  human 
society,  the  divine  scale  of  values  for  every  in¬ 
dividual,  group,  and  nation.  As  Christian  perfec¬ 
tion  is  the  goal  of  the  individual  life,  so  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  society.  Its  creation  is  a 
cooperative  task  involving  both  God  and  man.” 

We  have  first  of  all,  I  think  to  ask  ourselves, 
“Do  I  believe  in  the  kingdom  of  God  as  the 
Divine  rule  in  human  society?  If  I  do,  what  does 
this^mean  for  me?  To  believe  in  the  kingdom  of 
God  means  that  in  our  day  to  day  life  we  try  to 
make  ourselves  more  like  our  Master  who  gave 
utter  obedience  to  His  Father.  God  sets  us  in  the 
midst  of  daily  events  and  happenings,  some  of 
them  big  and  some  small,  and  challenges  us  to 
seek  His  will  and  to  do  His  will  as  we  grapple 
with  various  problems  and  issues  of  our  day. 
Our  obedience  or  disobedience  to  Him  is  demon¬ 
strated  in  the  way  we  live,  in  the  way  we  think 
and  act,  and  in  the  way  we  tackle  the  moral 
issues  that  confront  us. 

To  those  first  disciples  Jesus  said,  “You  are 
my  witnesses”.  Someone  has  said  the  modern 
version  of  that  command  would  be,  “You  shall 
stand  for  me”.  The  concrete  situations  confront¬ 
ing  Christians  today  where  we  are  called  upon  to 
“stand  for”  Him  are  many.  Because  of  lack  of 
time  I  can  make  reference  to  only  a  few  of  these 
as  I  see  them. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  crucial  issue  before 
us  in  our  state  today  than  that  of  attempting  to 
make  the  necessary  changes  in  our  society  that 
will  eliminate  discrimination  because  of  racg, 
centering  now  around  desegregation  in  our  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  A  number  of  persons  have  become 
“vigorous  in  advocating  defiance  of  the  Supreme 
Court  rulings  that  segregation  is  unconstitution¬ 
al”  so  writes  Dr.  Guy  Ranson  of  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

As  we  listen  to  and  read  the  arguments  of 
those  who  would  lead  us  to  disobey  the  law 
of  the  land  we  need  to  remind  ourselves,  I  think, 
that  every  major  church  denominational  body  in 
°ur  country  has  spoken  out  commending  the 
Supreme  Court  rulings  as  consistent  with  Chris¬ 
tian  and  democratic  principles.  As  Christian 
citizens  it  seems  to  me  that  we  must  say  firmly 
that  we  will  abide  by  the  law  of  the  land.  Per¬ 
sons  disagreeing  with  the  Supreme  Court  rulings 
have  the  right  under  our  democratic  government 
to  seek  to  change  the  Constitution  or  to  seek  to 
enact  legislation  permitting  segregation  in  our 
schools  and  in  our  society.  This  can  be  done 
whenever  the  majority  of  the  people  of  our  na¬ 
tion  shall  vote  to  change  old  laws  or  enact  new 
laws,  but  no  one  has  the  legal  right  to  defy  the 
rulings. 


MRS.  J.  RUSSELL  HENDERSON 


The  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  the  school 
districts  may  have  reasonable  time  in  working 
out  the  compliance  with  the  rulings  and  has 
recognized  that  this  will  take  much  longer  in 
some  areas  than  in  others.  Church  bodies  have 
taken  cognizance  of  this  fact  also  and  have  called 
upon  their  members  to  work  at  the  solution  in 
the  Spirit  of  Christ.  This  is  a  matter  for  local 
school  districts  and  they  alone  are  answerable 
to  the  courts.  Christians  should  resist  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  school  segregation  a  statewide 
political  issue.  Such  an  attempt  can  do  nothing 
but  disservice  to  the  public  interest. 

Immediately  before  us  too  is  the  effort  of 
Christian  leadership  in  our  state  to  amend  the 
state  constitution  so  that  pari-mutuel  betting 
will  be  unlawful  in  Arkansas.  Every  member  of 
our  organization  has  an  opportunity  here  to  give 
expression  to  her  opposition  to  the  gambling  evil 
in  our  society.  We  should  support  these  efforts 
by  signing  the  petition.  But  as  we  do  let  us  be 
aware  that  we  need  also  to  call  upon,  and  to 
demand  that  our  law  enforcement  officers  en¬ 
force  our  present  laws  so  that  illegal  gambling 
will  not  be  permitted  in  our  communities.  It  is 
my  personal  feeling  that  we  should  be  most 
concerned  about  how  easily  we  fall  into  the 
habit  of  accepting  something  as  right  just  be¬ 
cause  it  is  done  by  a  large  portion  of  people. 
We  need  to  think  seriously  about  how  this  whole 
idea  of  getting  something  for  nothing  is  becoming 
such  an  accepted  part  of  our  individual,  com¬ 
munity,  and  in  some  instances,  even  of  church 
life.  I  call  upon  you  to  look  with  real  concern  at 
the  methods  for  raising  money  for  church  pur¬ 
poses.  May  I  refer  you  to  Par.  2025  of  our  Dis¬ 
cipline:  “Gambling  is  a  menace  to  business  in¬ 
tegrity;  it  breeds  crime  and  is  destructive  of  the 
interests  of  good  government.  .  .  It  imposes  a 
vast  economic  loss  on  the  nation  and  has  a  de¬ 
moralizing  influence  throughout  all  our  society.  . . 
The  measures  to  disorganize  this  traffic  in  evil 
in  our  society  deserve  the  warm  approval  of 
Christian  citizens.  We  strongly  urge  all  of  our 
churches  to  abstain  from  the  use  or  raffles,  lot¬ 
teries,  and  other  forms  of  games  of  chance  in 
the  raising  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  the 
church,  and  we  urge  them  to  protest  against 
gambling  practices  by  secular  organizations  in 
their  communities.” 

We  must  be  actively  concerned  about  the 
alcohol  culture  that  is  developing  in  our  society. 
The  millions  of  dollars  being  spent  by  the  liquor 
interests  to  make  the  use  of  alcohol  a  part  of  the 
pattern  of  life  in  every  home  is  paying  off  for 
them  as  Americans  spend  more  millions  each 
year  for  alcohol.  The  new  picture  “Far  From 


Alone”  which  has  been  produced  by  the  Board 
of  Temperance  of  our  Church  is  an  excellent 
treatment  of  the  pressures  upon  our  people  today 
from  the  propaganda  techniques  used  by  the 
liquor  industry.  All  of  your  people  should  see 
this  film  and  I  urge  you  to  get  it  before  them. 

The  fact  that  the  Langer  and  Ciler  bills  reg¬ 
ulating  the  advertising  of  liquor  over  TV  and 
radio  and  the  new  Lane  bill  which  would  pro¬ 
hibit  the  serving  of  alcoholic  beverages  on  air¬ 
lines,  have  never  been  brought  out  of  committee 
to  the  floor  of  Congress  is  illustration  enough, 
I  think,  of  the  immense  pressure  brought  to  bear 
by  the  liquor  interests. 

These  and  many  other  issues  confront  us 
today  as  we  seek  to  make  real  His  kingdom. 
What  about  our  international  problems?  Can  we 
discuss  issues  freely  without  falling  into  the  trap 
of  national  pride?  I  have  been  greatly  concerned 
as  I  have  assisted  in  the  teaching  of  this  year’s 
course  on  ‘To  Combine  Our  Efforts  For  Lasting 
Peace”.  Too  often  I  have  found  that  some  of 
us  are  unwilling  to  admit  that  our  own  nation 
could  do  wrong.  Can  you  think  of  other  people  in 
other  nations,  even  Russians  as  brothers?  Can 
you  look  at  communism  firmly  with  a  faith  in 
the  power  of  God  to  conquer  the  hate  and  fear 
in  communism?  The  physical  proximity  of  men 
in  this  age  of  saber  jets  and  hydrogen  bombs 
makes  it  imperative  that  those  of  us  who  call 
ourselves  Christian  to  apply  to  the  common  life 
the  fundamental  Christian  principle  “If  one 
member  suffers,  all  suffer  together,  if  one  mem¬ 
ber  is  honored,  all  rejoice  together.”  (I  Cor.  12: 
26) 

Today  thoughtful  men  everywhere,  having 
been  forsaken  by  their  false  gods  of  secular 
origin,  are  turning  again  to  the  Church  in  hope 
and  confidence.  What  will  the  Church  do  to 
meet  this  challenge?  Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  general 
executive  secretary  of  the  Division  of  World 
Missions  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  in  January  said  that  increased  giving 
and  increased  missionary  activity  on  the  part  of 
Methodists  have  changed  the  program  on  our 
mission  fields  from  a  holding  operation  to  a 
forward  movement.  The  greatest  single  challenge 
that  the  Methodist  Church  faces  around  the  world 
is  to  keep  in  motion  an  evangelistic  momentum 
that  has  developed  in  missions  areas  since  World 
War  II.  The  Board  of  Missions  proposes  that  the 
Church  meet  the  challenge  of  wide  open  doors 
in  Sarawak,  in  Korea,  in  Africa,  and  in  Bolivia 
especially.  To  maintain  this  forward  movement 
Dr.  Smith  says  the  Church  will  need  2000  mis¬ 
sionaries  (500  more  than  are  now  on  the  field). 
The  Woman’s  Division  would  need  to  supply  800 
of  those. 

The  new  proposed  quadrennial  program  of 
the  Church  states,  “Christianity  envisions  nothing 
less  than  the  world-wide  conquest  of  the  hearts, 
minds,  and  wills  of  men  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  .  .  What  Methodism 
as  a  whole  has  accomplished  is  tremendously 
noteworthy.  Nevertheless,  how  much  greater 
those  total  results  for  the  Kingdom  would  be  if 
every  local  Church  were  brought  to  its  highest 
effectiveness  and  fruitfulness.”  It  is  at  that  point 
the  Church  will  place  its  major  emphasis  in  the 
months  ahead. 

We  began  by  saying  that  Discipleship  was  at 
the  center  of  this  past  quadrennium’s  program 
for  Methodist  women.  As  we  approach  the  end 
of  these  four  years  we  need  ask  ourselves  wheth¬ 
er  discipleship  is  the  center  of  our  living.  His 
Kingdom  can  never  be  made  real  in  the  world 
except  as  we  are  willing  and  prepared  for  it  to 
be  made  real  in  our  own  lives  and  our  com¬ 
munities.  Not  once,  but  constantly  God  must 
become  flesh  and  dwell  among  men. 

Someone  has  said  that  if  the  Church  is  to 
lead  in  the  great  crusade  for  world  peace  and 
human  brotherhood,  if  it  is  to  be  an  instrument, 
the  channel  for  making  real  His  kingdom,  then 
the  ranks  of  Christendom  must  be  filled  with 
men  who  by  their  attitudes  can  turn  ordinary 
tasks  of  every  day  life  into  extraordinary  chan¬ 
nels  of  serving  in  Christ’s  name.  God’s  kingdom 
depends  as  surely  on  the  service  and  sacrifice  of 
dedicated  lay  persons  as  upon  the  teaching  and 
preaching  of  ordained  ministers  and  commis¬ 
sioned  workers.  On  every  job,  in  the  Church, 
in  the  home,  in  the  office,  on  the  farm,  in  the 
shop,  at  the  mill,  we  need  persons  who  view 
their  work  as  a  God-appointed  means  of  making 
real  His  kingdom.  A  miner  was  once  asked  if 
(Continued  On  Page  7) 
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tyig fit  <LA gainst  (Liquor  c ‘Advertising 

A  statement  just  received  in  our  office  from  the  General 
Board  ctf  Temperance  of  The  Methodist  Church,  which  is 
located  in  Washington  D.  C.  has  the  following  to  say  re¬ 
garding  legislation  to  curb  advertising  of  alcoholic  drinks:  “We 
have  fought  as  a  church  for  this  legislation  for  almost  a  decade. 
Chances  for  success  are  now  very  good  IF  we  can  deliver  the  grass 
roots  support  from  home.” 

It  is  true  that  an  effort  has  been  made  practically  every  year 
for  the  past  ten  years  to  bring  a  bill  before  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  advertising  of  alcoholic  drinks  in  inter-state  papers  and  maga-  k 
zines  and  over  radio  and  television.  These  bills,  up  to  now,  both  in 
the  House  and  Senate  have  been  bottled  up  in  committees  and 
conseqi^ntly  the  matter,  in  all  these  years,  has  never- been  con¬ 
sidered  on  the  floor  of  either  the  House  or  Senate. 

This  year  those  in  charge  of  the  matter  feel  very  hopeful  that 
the  bills,  now  in  committee,  will  be  brought  to  a  vote  in  both 
houses  of  Congress.  A  release  from  our  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  reads:  “The  bills,  subjects  of  House  and  Senate  Committee 
hearings  last  February  are  H.  R.  4627,  introduced  by  Rep.  Eugene 
Siler  of  Kentucky  and  S.  923  authorized  by  Senator  William  Lang- 
er  of  North  Dakota.  It  is  believed  that,  for  the  first  time  in  a  dec¬ 
ade,  there  is  every  indication  that  a  majority  of  a  committee  mem¬ 
bers  will  vote  to  force  the  bills  to  the  floor  of  the  respective  houses.” 

It  would  be  a  blessed  day  indeed  if  the  time  should  come  when 
we  could  read  newspapers  and  magazines  or  enjoy  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  without  being  insulted  and  nauseated  with  a  sluice  of  propa¬ 
ganda  advertising  alcoholic  drinks.  To  aid  the  coming  of  that  day 
please  write  your  Senators  and  Congressmen  urging  their  support 
of  this  legislation  to  prohibit  the  advertising  of  alcoholic  drinks. 
Do  it  now. 

c&he  LTtilethodist  tyirst  Reader 

MOST  of  our  readers  are  familiar  with  the  book,  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Primer,  by  Bishop  Charles  C.  Selecman.  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Primer  is  now  in  its  15th  printing  with  a  total  of 
835,000  volume  .This  book,  in  our  judgement,  has  more  factual  in¬ 
formation  about  The  Methodist. Church,  its  polity  and  practices 
and  its  development  than  any  other  book  of  its  size  ever  printed. 

There  came  to  our  desk  last  week  a  copy  of  “The  Methodist 
First  Reader.”  This  book,  just  off  the  press,  is  written  also  by 
Bishop  Selecman  with  George  H.  Jones,  of  the  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  co-author.  The  preface  of  the  book  states  that  The 
Methodist  First  Reader  is  designed  to  be  the  second  in  a  series  of 
“Methodist  Readers.”  Bishop  Selecman  is  to  be  assisted  by  Mr. 
Jones,  as  co-author  in  planning  additional  volumes  of  this  series. 

The  Methodist  First  Reader  quotes  liberally  from  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  John  Wesley  in  emphasizing  the  subject,  “On  Being  Chris¬ 
tian.”  It  is  published  by  Tidings,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville  5, 
Tenn.,  and  may  be  had  for  50c  per  single  copy  or  35c  per  copy  when 
twelve  or  more  copies  are  ordered. 

Qiving  Ourselves 

ONE  of  the  problems  that  has  plagued  the  minds  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Western  world  in  the  east-west  conflict  is  the 
seeming  lack  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  recipient 
countries  for  the  staggering  amount  of  money  and  relief  supplies 
which  have  been  given  away  in  such  countries  where  there  was 
need.  And,  from  time  to  time,  the  perplexity  of  the  problem  is  in¬ 
creased  by  the  reaction  of  some  of  these  same  countries  when  help 
is  offered  and  extended  them  by  Communist  countries.  From  the 
Western  world  the  aid  has  been  liberal;  by  comparison,  aid  from 
Eastern  world  has  been  small.  For  the  Western  world  the  actual 
indication  of  thankfulness  by  countries  helped  has  been  consider¬ 
ably  less  than  might  be  expected;  for  the  Eastern  world  expres¬ 
sions  of  appreciation  abound.  How  come,  many  ask. 

This  problem  has  been  aired  many  times,  and  according  to 
recent  press  releases  the  situation  is  getting  the  attention  of  top 
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leaders  of  several  ctf  the  Western  nations.  They  feel  that  there 
should  be  some  psychological  explanation  of  why  the  Reds  get  the 
cheers  for  a  token  shipment  of  food  and  goods,  and  many  of  the 
non-committed  countries  continue  ta  give  leading  Western  nations 
hoots  for  their  generosity.  And  there  probably  is  such  an  explana¬ 
tion,  although  we  doubt  whether  it  is  a  satisfying  one. 

We  had  rather  believe  that  the  real  explanation  lies  in  the 
realm  of  the  spiritual.  There  is  an  old  saying  that  the  gift  without 
the  giver  is  bare.  Paul  in  his  great  dissertation  on  love  pointed 
out  that  though  one  give  his  goods  to  feed  the  poor  and  his  body 
to  be  burned  and  hath  not  love,  it  profited  him  nothing.  There 
have  been  many  times  when  West’s  generosity  was  conditioned  on 
certain  points;  these  commitments  were  sincerely  intended  to  work 
for  the  best  of  all  concerned.  Such  giving,  however,  is  poorly  re¬ 
ceived  and  little  appreciated.  Gifts  by  the  Eastern  cdfhmunist 
ccruntries  were  also  given  for  a  purpose,  oftentime  cleverly  con¬ 
cealed,  but  the  countries  receiving  such  aid  were  made  to  feel 
that  the  giving  was  with  no  strings  attached  and  was  being  made 
simply  out  of  great  concern  for  their  welfare. 

Doubtless,  time  will  tell  and  truth  will  triumph.  In  the  race 
to  win  the  favor  of  the  uncommitted  countries  our  leaders  would 
do  well  to  continue  ter  alleviate  need  as  it  arises,  and  do  it  with  a 
sincere  concern  for  relieving  need. 

< 

Nation  s  Religious  Tress  Qroiving 

WE  had  the  unusually  fine  privilege  last  week  of  attending 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  'Associated  Church  Press,  held 
Wednesday  through  Friday  in  Toronto,  Canada.  The  or¬ 
ganization  is  composed  of  142  Protestant  religious  publications 
having  a  combined  circulation  of  more  than  11,000,000  in  United 
States  and  Canada.  The  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Lousiana 
Methodist  are  both  member  publications  in  tfre  organization. 

We  have  come  away  from  the  1955  and  1956  meetings  of  this 
organization  convinced  more  than  ever  of  the  unusual  opportunity 
which  organized  religion  has  in  strengthening  its  work  through 
the  media  of  its  publications  and  the  printed  word.  Churches  are 
becoming  more  aware  ctf  the  value  of  their  puDlications  to  them, 
as  through  support  and  emphasis  doors  are  being  opened  for  larger 
service  by  publications.  In  &ost  instances  this  has  resulted  m 
record  circulation  by  religious  publications  at  the  present  time. 

Your  publications  in  these  two  states  cherish  the  opportunity 
which  is  theirs  and  desire  only  to  fulfill  in  the  finest  sense  the  role 
which  has  been  given  them  in  the  life  of  Methodism  in  Arkansas 
and  Lousiana. 
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LITTLE  SOULS 

Some  time:  ago  I  asked  my  closest  adviser  what  is  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  safety  and  salvation.  She  answered:  “Safety  suggests  being  saved 
from  something;  salvation  suggests  being  saved  for  something.” 

That  distinction  has  much  truth  in  it.  And  we  should  pause  a  moment 
to  ask  ourselves  what  Is  our  primary  concern:  to  be  kept 
safe  from  harm  in  this  world  and  the  next,  or  to  be 
saved  for  the  good  we  can  do  in  this  world  and  the  next. 

Let  us  be  realistic  enough  to  admit  that  we  do 
have  a  concern  for  our  own  security.  We  want  to-  be 
saved  from  disasters  and  dictators  and  Communists  and 
disease,  from  the  evils  other  men  may  do  to  us  and  from 
the  consequences  of  our  own  evil  deeds. 

The  early  Christians,  as  we  know,  were  persecuted 
for  their  faith.  To  help  them  stand  firm  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews  was  written.  In  the  tenth  chapter  the 

. . .  writer  is  bidding  them  remember  how  they  had  come 

through  former  hardships  and  is  urging  them  to  confront  the  new  dangers 
with  their  time-tested  courage  and  fidelity. 

He  says:  “We  are  not  of  those  who  shrink  back  and  are  destroyed;  but 

of  those  who  have  faith  and  keep  their  souls.”  We  can  be  so  concerned  to 
protect  our  bodies  that  we  may  dwarf  our  souls. 

What  is  the  soul?  It  is  defined  as  the  principle  or  vehicle  of  life.  It  is 
put  in  each  of  us  by  the  Creator  at  birth.  We  cannot  locate  it  by  any  x-ray. 
The  Greek  word  in  the  New  Testament  from  which  we  translate  the  word 
“soul”  means  breath,  for  breath  is  the  sign  of  life. 

A  child’s  breath  does  not  have  the^volume  of  a  grown  person’s  breath. 
And  I  think  we  can  say  that  a  child’s  soul  is  not  as  full  as  a  mature  person’s 
soul  The  soul  of  a  person  normally  grows  apace  with  his  life  and  experience. 
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Therefore,  if  we  would  safeguard  our  souls  we  must  first  of  all  keep  them 
growing. 

It  is  sad  when  a  body  stops  growing.  Charles  S.  Stratton  was  a  person¬ 
ality  well  known  to  our  grandfathers  under  the  name  of  Tom  Thumb.  He 
was  a  box-office  attraction,  netting  large  sums  for  his  exhibitor,  P.  T. 
Barnum.  Yet  American  boys  have  no  desire  to  be  like  Tom  Thumb. 

And  a  mind  that  stops  growing  is  even  more  pathetic  than  a  ^warfed 
body.  The  mind  of  a  four-year  old  in  the  body  of  a  grown  man  is  tragic. 

But  how  about  the  soul  if  it  should  stop  growing?  Well,  a  dwarfed  sotil 
does  not  show  so  visibly  that  passers-by  stop  to  stare  at  it.  A  person  may 
have  a  stunted  spirit  and  yet  look  well  in  evening  clothes.  Edward  A.  Robin¬ 
son  described  one  of  his  characters  as  having  eyes  “like  little  dollars  in 
the  dark.”  The  miser  thus  pictured  had  allowed  his  vision  to  become  cloud¬ 
ed  by  his  own  mercenary  concerns.  He  measured  everything  by  the  dollar 
sign  and  viewed  every  situation  by  the  way  it  affected  his  own  interests 
until  his  soul  was  dwarfed. 

When  we  say  that  a  person  has  a  mean  little  soul,  we  understand  what 
is  implied.  He  lacks  magnanimity,  even  honor.  He  does  not  see  or  do  things 
in  a  big  generous  spirit.  It  may  take  some  time  for  a  man  to  reveal  the 
smallness  of  his  soul,  but  when  we  discover  it,  we  condemn  it. 

Ibsen  pictured  the  pathetic  deterioration  of  a  dwarfed  soul  in  his  story 
of  Peer  Gynt.  Peer  always  took  the  easy  way  around  unpleasant  situations. 
For  a  time  he  went  along  gaily  enough.  But  at  the  end  of  the  road  when 
the  Great  Assayer  appraised  Peer’s  soul,  it  was  like  an  onion.  Layer  after 
layer  peeled  off  down  to  the  verge  of  nothingness. 

Translate  Peer  Gynt  into  everyday  prose.  A  young  woman  once  came 
to  the  late  psychologist,  Henry  C.  Link.  She  complained  of  loneliness.  She 
was  left  out  of  parties  and  other  enjoyable  things.  ProbTng  into  her  past 
Link  found  that  she  had  never  put  herself  out  to  make  others  happy.  If 
guests  came  to  the  house  and  she  did  not  particularly  like  them  or  did 
not  want  to  be  disturbed,  she  stayed  in  her  room.  Thus  her  circle  of 
friends  dwindled  and  her  soul  shrank.  Never  putting  herself  out,  she 
came  to  find  herself  left  out. 

How  then  are  we  to  keep  our  souls  growing?  We  must  exercise  them 
by  putting  ourselves  out  to  take  others  in.  Let’s  make  a  point  of  doing 
at  least  one  unnecessary  act  of  kindness  every  day  and  see  what  happens. 
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COVERING  UP  OUR  SINS 

One  of  the  hardest  realizations  for  many 
good  persons  to  accept  is  that  they  are  sinners 
in  the  presence  of  God.  Actually  there  is  no  such 
person  as  a  sinless  one,  if  he  is  old  enough  to 
know  the  difference  between  right  and  wrong. 
Every  day  every  one  of  us  will  do  those  things 
which  are  unpleasant  in  the  sight  of  God.  Fiom 
these  little  acts  of  ugliness  there  grow  the  sinful 
acts  which  we  all  commit  sooner  or  later. 

But  even  though  we  cannot /keep  sin  out  of 
our  lives,  we  have  plenty  of  instructions  on  how 
to  live  a  Christian  life.  Some  of  the  requirements 
are  very  strict  and  hard  to  attain,  and  many 
timid  believers  pull  away  from  Jesus  principles 
for  that  reason.  Jesus  was  a  man  of  deep  love 
for  people,  but  He  did  not  compromise  in  His 
claims  on  men.  Throughout  His  earthly  minis  ry 
there  were  many  of  His  followers  who  couldn  t 
“take”  the  discipline  that  He  laid  down  for  them. 

Simon  Peter  was  one  of  these.  Quick  tem¬ 
pered;  strong  as  an  ox;  ready  to  fight  or  to  run 
as  the  mood  stirred  him;  he  must  have  stubbed 
his  toes  many  times  as  he  tried  to  walk  after  the 
way  of  the  Master.  Even  in  the  tragic  hours  of 
the  trial  and  crucifixion  he  played  a  coward  s 
part.  But  the  letters  of  Peter  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  show  entirely  new  traits  in  his  personality, 
which  must  have  been  developed  during  his  min¬ 
istry  after  the  Master’s  resurrection. 

Probably  the  most  beautiful  of  these  traits 
was  that  of  Christian  love.  It  is  defined  by  the 
Greek  word,  “Agape”,  which  means,  “voluntary 
love  for  others.”  In  I  Peter  4:8,  he  writes,  “Above 
all,  hold  your  love  unfailing  for  one  another, 
since  love  covers  a  multitude  of  sins.”  In  this 
Passage  the  word  “Agape”  is  used  for  love. 

“Voluntary”  love  covers  a  multitude  of  sins. 
It  causes  one  to  give  his  life  in  service  for  others, 
or  to  give  his  blood  for  a  sick  person  whom  he 
might  not  even  know.  “Voluntary”  love  sends  a 
kind  woman  to  minister  to  a  needy  family,  and 
to  do  it  without  the  knowledge  of  anyone.  It 
sends  young  people  to  serve  those  who  cannot 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

w.  W.  Reid 


GOD  IS  THE  ANSWER  .  .  . 
THROUGH  OUR  DEEDS 

I  frankly  get  a  bit  tired  of  these  allegedly- 
religious  phrases  and  slogans  that  some  people 
project  as  having  some  magic  to  solve  all  men’s 
needs  and  remedy  their  woes.  One  that  is  now 
being  pasted  on  letters  and  plastered  on  bill¬ 
boards  is  “God  is  the  answer.”  “The  answer  to 
what?”  I  am  tempted  to  ask.  And  into  what 
human  and  humanity-serving  terms  is  God’s 
answer  being  translated? 

Equally  inconclusive  is  the  quite  common 
“argument”  that  we  should  support  (and  attend) 
the  Christian  church  and  give  'generously  to  its 
various  interests  and  projects  because  “the 
church  (or  Christianity)  needs  to  be  supported  as 
the  best  bulwark  against  communism.”  Now  I 
may  accept  that — but  I  certainly  have  mental 
reservations  about  it:  what  is  the  church  doing, 
what  are  people  calling  themselves  followers  of 
Christ  doing,  to  make  the  world  a  better  place 
for  men  and  women — thus  proving  itself  more 
God-serving  and  more  man-serving  than  the 
philosophy  and  deeds  of  the  communists?  The 
answer  is,  at  best,  spotty. 

The  American  churchmen  who  recently  vis¬ 
ited  the  churchmen  of  Russia  would  agree,  I  am 
sure,  that  the  Christian  faith,  properly  lived, 
could  quickly  erase  from  the  world  all  fear  and 
danger  of  the  further  spread  of  communist 
ideologies.  But  the  Orthodox  churchmen  of  Rus¬ 
sia  would  be  at  variance  with  their  American 
colleagues:  they  feel  the  church  can  care  for 
“spiritual  things,”  while  questions  of  physical 
welfare  for  men — even  of  war  or  peace — belong 


help  themselves,  either  at  home  or  on  foreign 
shores. 

Maybe  that  is  why  these  people  are  so  happy. 
Voluntary  love  has  pushed  sin  out  of  their  lives 
and  they  live  in  renewed  radiance  of  God’s  re¬ 
deeming  love.  They  would  be  the  first  to  admit 
their  sins,  and  also  the  first  to  witness  to  God’s 
redeeming  power.  Their  rich  and  happy  lives  at¬ 
test  to  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  the  apostle 
Peter. 


to  the  state.  This,  historically,  was  what  drove 
the  wedge  between  church  and  people  in  Czarist 
Russia — and  helped  pave  the  way  for  com¬ 
munism.  _A.nd,  be  it  confessed,  there  are  too 
many  American  church  members  who  today 
would  maintain  this  same  aloofness  of  religion 
from  human  concerns. 

Protestants  can  well  go  along  with  Arch¬ 
bishop  Jules  Saliege,  of  Toulouse,  France,  when 
he  says:  “The  great  precept  is  love  of  neighbor. 
This  precept  has  given  birth  to  all  forms  of  as¬ 
sistance  which,  even  if  they  are  now  secularized, 
are  of  Christian  origin.  It  may  help  one’s  neigh¬ 
bor  to  give  alms.  But  today  the  real  way  to  love 
our  neighbor  is  to  get  rid  of  the  cause  of  his 
troubles.” 

Returning  from  a  visit  to  the  Middle  East 
recently,  Dr.  Justin  W.  Nixon  (Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity  School)  remarked  that  “the  contrast 
between  riches  and  poverty  has  been  with  us 
since  the  dawn  of  history.  What  is  new  is  the 
global  scale  on  which  this  contrast  is  exhibited 
and  the  tremendous  international  issues  to  which 
an  awareness  of  this  contrast  is  giving  rise.  For 
instance,  the  question  whether  the  ideas  of  com¬ 
munism  or  of  a  free  society  are  going  to  dominate 
the  future  of  the  peoples  of  Asia  and  Africa  will 
be  answered  in  considerable  part  by  whether  the 
great  communist  powers  or  the 'free  nations  ap¬ 
pear  to  offer  the  more  effective  help  in  amelior¬ 
ating  the  conditions  under  which  people  live.” 

But,  as  Dr.  Nixon  notes,  “we  (Americans  and 
Christians)  lack  a  willingness  to  take  seriously 
this  global  need  and  to  spell  out  its  implications 
for  our  American  pplicy  and  conduct.”  We  give 
unwillingly;  we  give  from  wrong  motives.'  We 
hear  our  senators  gloat  that  soon  economic  aid 
can  be  cut  here,  eliminated  there — where  it  was 
always  insufficient.  We  are  asked  to  give,  not 
because  brothers  are  in  need,  but  because  we 
must  strengthen  defenses  and  arm  allies,  and 
because  we  can  thus  keep  a  nation  within  our 
anti-communist  bloc.  We  are  not  thinking  of  the 
people  who  are  in  need;  we  are  concerned  pri¬ 
marily — and  often  exclusively — with  the  return 
benefits  that  will  be  ours.  And  we  are  not  fooling 
anyone  in  Europe,  or  in  Asia,  or  in  Africa. 

“God  is  the  answer.”  But  God,  through  his 
Son,  has  shown  tts  how  to  minister  to  the  needs 
of  men — and  he  has  told  us  why  to  minister  to 
them.  And  God  expects  us  to  give  his  answer. 

“Christianity  is  (or  has)  the  answer  to  com¬ 
munism.”  Yes,  but  “answering  Christianity”  is 
not  something  static.  It  is  brotherhood,  and  love, 
and  self-governing  at  work — without  any  limita¬ 
tions,  without  any  scheming  for  ^recompense. 

The  Kingdom  will  come  not  by  slogans  but 
by  deeds. 
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Christian  Baptism 

Robert  W.  Goodloe 
The  Baptism  of  Infants 

And  when  the  child  Jesus  was  eight  days  old 
they  brought  him  to  the  temple  that  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  people  of  Jehovah  he  might  be 
dedicated  to  God.  That  act  is  representative  of 
the  highest  of  parental  devotion,  present  in  all 
ages  and  among  all  peoples  who  haye  looked  up 
to  the  Divinity  in  adoring  gratitude.  This  child 
which  thou  hast  given  to  us,  the  devout  have 
always  found  it  normal  to  say,  we  dedicate  to 
thee  and  to  thy  service.  And  so  according  to 
exhortations  of  the  Scripture  the  child  Jesus  was 
started  out  in  the  way  in  which  he  should  go,  and 
through  the  years  of  childhood  grew  up  under 
the  teaching  and  example  of  his  parents,  and 
when  “he  was  old,”  as  is  promised  in  Holy  Writ, 
he  did  not  depart  from  it!  That  is  exactly  what 
Methodism  holds  before  parents  and  congregation 
in  the  baptism  of  Infants. 

The  teaching  and  the  customs  of  Christianity 
have  been  understood  in  many  different  ways  as 
the  Church  moved  out  from  its  Palestinian  in¬ 
heritance  into  the  Greek  and  Roman  world,  came 
to  be  the  religion  of  the  barbarians,  sustained 
the  faithful  under  the  feudal  conception  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  were  adjusted  to  the  rising  con¬ 
sciousness  of  beauty  and  truth  distinctive  of  the 
Renaissance  and  the  Reformation,  and  now  tend 
to  mould  and  express  what  is  noble  in  the 
modern  world.  A  notable  development  of  Chris¬ 
tian  understanding,  promoted  while  Jewish  ideals 
were  being  made  at  home  among  the  Roman 
peoples,  from  the  first  through  the  fifth  centuries, 
is  that  represented  by  the  religious  experience 
of  Augustine  in  which  man  came  to  be  thought 
of  as  having  inherited  from  Adam  what  is  called 
Original  Sin.  To  that  great  saint  and  the  faithful 
of  his  day,  it  was  believed  that  every  child  comes 
into  the  world  totally  corrupt  and  sinful,  with 
nothing  of  the  “image  of  God”  in  his  being.  Be¬ 
lieving  with  the  earnest  in  all  generations  that 
God  is  merciful  and  sufficient  for  man’s  needs, 
when  the  just  of  the  ancient  world  thought  of 
infants  as  lost  and  helpless,  how  natural  that 
they  should  conceive  of  Baptism  as  God’s  agency 
for  relief  of  these  little  ones,  and  so  there  came 
and  remained  until  the  days  of  the  modern  world 
belief  in  what  we  now  call  “baptismal  regener¬ 
ation.”  The  Holy  Spirit  is  in  the  waters  of  Bap¬ 
tism,  the  priesthood  taught  and  obedient  ones 
sanctioned,  and  so  just  as  by  transubstantiation 
in  the  Lord’s  Supper  the  bread  becomes  flesh  and 
wine  the  blood  of  the  crucified  Jesus,  and  those 
who  received  are  made  immortal  in  their  souls; 
so  exactly  for  fifteen  hundred  years  a  Catholic 
world  assumed  that  in  Baptism  the  inherited 
sinfulness  of  the  new-born  child  is  washed  away. 
Such  a  conviction  has  not  been  without  its  fruits, 
as  the  endless  line  of  saints  and  martyrs  con¬ 
tinues  to  testify! 

Just  as  the  passing  of  Christian  teaching 
from  Hebrew  and  the  New  Testament  environ¬ 


ment  out  into  the  Roman  world  led  to  so  modified 
interpretation  of  the  Gospel  as  to  make  at  home ' 
the  conception  of  '^ransubstantiation  in  the  Lord’s 
Supper  and  baptismal  regeneration  in  the  Sac¬ 
rament  of  initiation,  likewise  emphasis  upon  the 
doctrine  of  Justification  by  Faith  and  the  com¬ 
mon  life  experience  of  the  modern  world  have 
led  followers  of  Jesus  to  drop  off  the  magis  of 
baptismal  regeneration  and  the  Catholic  sense 
of  the  miraculous  in  the  Holy  Communion.  In 
later  centuries  still,  among  practically  all  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations  in  America,  the  critical 
study  of  the  Scriptures  has  restored  something 
of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  concerning  the  high 
standing  and  value  which  he  gave  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  in  religious  experience,  in  society,  and 
in  the  state;  and  so  we  have  ceased  to  think  of 
the  new-born  child  as  corrupt  in  nature  and 
wicked  before  the  eyes  of  God.  We  believe  that 
the  Heavenly  Father  has  planted  deep  in  every 
normal  child  a  capacity  which,  as  that  one  grows, 
may  be  exercised  in  love  for  God  and  man,  or  in 
rebellion  and  sinfulness. 

Why,  then,  do  Methodists  baptize  infants? 
Not  as  was  believed  by  earnest  Christians  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  to  wash  away  their  inherited  sin. 
We  hold  that  the  qualities  of  virtue  and  vice 
cannot  be  inherited;  that  they  come  into  being 
only  as  a  conscious  person  knowingly  and  will¬ 
ingly  keeps  or  violates  God’s  law.  But  seeing  that 
as  the  divinely  implanted  faculty  of  conscience 
comes  to  recognize  the  difference  between  right 
and  wrong,  between  love  and  selfishness,  the 
growing  child  will  need  wholesome  teaching  and 
example  from  those  about  him;  “we  dedicate  this 
child  to  the  Lord”  in  the  hope  that  parents  and 
associates  may  resolve  to  live  before  him  as 
“becometh  the  gospel.” 

Holding  as  our  13th  Article  of  Religion 
teaches,  that  a  Church  is  a  body  of  believers 
among  whom  the  pure  Word  of  God  is  preached 
and  the  Sacraments  duly  administered,  and  see¬ 
ing  that  an  infant  is  not  yet  capable  of  exer¬ 
cising  such  belief,  Methodists  do  not  by  bap¬ 
tizing  children  make  them  members  of  the 
Church.  In  baptizing  infants  Methodists  have 
before  them  the  Scriptural  injunction:  “Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  in  which  he  should  go.”  Jesus 
said  to  those  about  him,  “I  have  given  you  an 
example.”  That’s  what  we  want  parents  to  do 
for  their  children.  The  ritual  phrases  it,  in  the 
address  to  the  parents:  “.  .  .  that  in  every  way, 
by  precept  and  example,  you  shall  seek  to  lead 
him  into  the  love  of  God  and  the  service  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  And  then  as  condition  of 
administering  the  rite,  and  calling  down  blessing 
upon  them  all,  the  minister  asks  of  the  parents: 
“Do  you  solemnly  promise  to  fulfill  these  duties 
so  far  as  in  you  lies,  the  Lord  being  your  helper?” 
The  closing  sentence  of  the  ceremony  in  address 
to  the  Almighty  is  “.  .  .  so  guide  and  uphold  the 
parents  of  ths  child,  that,  by  loving  care,  wise 
counsel,  and  holy  example  they  may  lead  him 
into  that  life  of  faith  whose  strength  is  righteous¬ 
ness  and  Whose  fruit  is  everlasting  joy  and 
peace.” 


The  Service  For 
Reception  of  Members 
Into  The  Church 

By  Douglas  Jackson 

In  the  Discipline  of  The  Methodist  Church 
we  find  adequate  instruction  concerning  the  re¬ 
quirements  for  admission  into  the  Church.  Also, 
we  find  stated  forms  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  members  into  the  Church.  It  might 
be  anticipated  that  the  clear  words  of  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  would  find  expression  in  uniform  practice 
and  precept.  Uniformity,  however,  in  either 
practice  or  precept  is  rarely  found  in  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church;  certainly  it  is  not  found  in  our 
services  for  reception  of  members  into  the 
Church. 

Some  divergences  can  be  traced  to  different 
traditions  within  Methodism.  Other  deviations 
have  no  such  noble  origin,  but  are  the  results  of 
whim  or  caprice.  Casual  variations  arising  from 
individual  tastes  should  be  eschewed.  Forms 
should  be  related  to  meaning  in  all  instances. 

Basic  Meaning  in  the  Order  for 

Reception  of  Members  into  the  Church 

Some  of  the  private  amendments  to  the  serv¬ 
ice  for  reception  of  members  arise  from  the  un¬ 
common  view  of  the  meaning  of  church  member¬ 
ship.  There  are  those  within  Methodism  who 
regard  church  members  as  sanctimonious  if  not 
saintly.  The  occasional  attempts  to  multiply  the 
requirements  for  church  membership  point  to¬ 
ward  such  concept  of  church  membership.  The 
fact  is  that  the  Church  is  composed  of  ordinary 
people  with  the  faults  and  shortcomings  of 
ordinary  people.  The  Church  can  properly  ex¬ 
clude  only  the  impenitent. 

In  the  order  for  the  reception  of  members, 
the  new  member  reasserts  his  penitence,  con¬ 
fesses  his  Savior,  professes  his  faith,  and  assumes 
his  responsibilities  to  the  Church.  In  turn,  the 
members  of  the  Church  are  charged  to  love  and 
care  for  the  new  members.  The  basic  meaning  of 
the  service  is  that  the  confession  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  Savior  has  introduced  the  believer  into  holy 
communion  in  which  love  and  care  are  extended 
as  readily  as  a  handshake. 

The  order  for  the  reception  of  members  also 
calls  attention  to  the  holy  functions  of  the 
Church.  The  Church  is  pictured  as  the  only 
agency  through  which  certain  means  of  grace 
may  be  found.  The  Church  is  of  God  and  it  is 
He  who  blesses  our  worship,  maintains  our  fel¬ 
lowship  and  discipline,  edifies  the  believers,  and 
converts  the  world.  Through  the  Church  we  re¬ 
ceive  the  ministry  of  his  word  and  ordinances. 
As  the  order  for  reception  of  members  makes 
reference  to  all  of  these  functions  of  the  Church 
we  are  reminded  of  the  grace  of  God.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  God’s  work  in  and  through  the 
Church  is  called  to  the  attention  of  all  members— 
not  just  the  new  members. 

(Continued  next  week) 


HOW  REAL  IS  THE 
KINGDOM  TO  US? 

(Continued  From  Page  3) 
he  did  not  find  the  job  of  digging  in  the  mine 
a  dull  and  dirty  one.  “Yes,”  he  said,  “it  is  pretty 
dull  and  dirty  business.  But  you  see  this  piece 
of  coal?  What  I  am  picking  out  of  the  ground  is 
light  and  warmth  and  power.  I  sometimes  think 
of  all  the  streets  I  am  lighting,  all  the  homes  I 
am  warming,  all  the  trains  I  am  running.  Then 
I  am  not  a  miner  at  all,  but  a  minister  to  people 
who  never  heard  of  me.” 

How  real  is  the  kingdom  to  us?  “Do  not  be 
conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  minds,  that  you  may 
prove  what  is  the  will  of  God,  what  is  good  and 
acceptable  and  perfect.” 

Do  we  mean  it  when  we  pray  ‘Thy  kingdom 
come”?  Then  what  are  we  doing  to  make  it  real? 
A  little  boy  rang  the  doorbell  of  a  house  one  day 
and  when  the  lady  came  to  the  door  he  asked 
her  to  buy  some  greeting  cards.  When  asked  what 
he  was  going  to  do  with  the  money  he  said  he 
was  building  a  church.  “Alone?”  “No,  God  is 
working  with  me,  and  besides  Jimmy  is  working 
the  other  side  of  the  street.”  God  is  working  with 
us  in  making  His  kingdom  real  and  there  are 
others  working  too,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Street, 
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Laboratory  School 
For  Children's 
Workers 

The  first  conference-wide  Labora¬ 
tory  School  for  children’s  leaders 
in  the  Little  Rock  Conference,  will 
be  held  at  Camp  Tariako,  July  8-13. 
A  fine  staff  has  been  secured  and  a 
large  number  of  delegates  have  al¬ 
ready  registered.  Miss  E.  Mae 
Young,  of  the  Joint  Department  of 
Missionary  Education,  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  will  lead  the  Junior 
workers.  Miss  Young  will  also  dis¬ 
cuss  the  missionary  education  of 
children  in  an  open  session  one  eve¬ 
ning  during  the  school. 

The  leaders  for  other  classes  are  as 
follows: 

Primary  workers,  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Beall,  Tyler,  Texas.  Mrs.  Beall  is  an 
outstanding  children’s  worker,  and 
formerly  lived  in  Magnolia,  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Mrs.  Beall  is  well  known  in  the 
conference. 

Kindergarten  workers,  Mrs.  Her¬ 
bert  Monday,  Little  Rock.  Mrs.  Mon¬ 
day  is  serving  as  Educational  As¬ 
sistant  for  Winfield  Church  in  Little 
Rock.  She  has  taught  in  training 
schools  in  a  wide  area  and  served 
on  the  Laboratory  School  staff  at 
Mt.  Sequoyah  for  the  past  three 
years. 

Nursery  workers,  Miss  Evelyn 
Briant,  Hope,  Arkansas.  Miss  Briant 
is  an  accredited  laboratory  instruc¬ 
tor,  and  is  becoming  well  known  as 
an  outstanding  teacher  in  the  field 
of  Nursery  work. 

It  is  necessary  to  limit  the  number 
of  persons  attending  the  school,  so 
that  the  best  work  may  be  done  in 
the  classes,  and  so  that  the  camp 
will  not  be  over-crowded.  Sixteen 
adults  and  ten  children  (ages  3-11) 
may  be  registered  from  each  district. 
After  June  15th,  if  there  are  any 
vacancies  in  any  of  the  districts  they 
will  be  opened  to  anyone  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  Forty-nine  adults  and  twen¬ 
ty-four  children  have  already  been 
registered.  If  your  church  desires  to 
send  any  children’s  leaders  to  the 
school,  then  the  registrations  should 
be  sent  in  immediately  to  avoid  dis¬ 
appointment.  Following  are  the 
number  of  adults  registered  in  each 
district.  The  Little  Rock  District  has 
already  reached  its  quota,  but  there 
are  still  vacancies  in  each  of  the 
other  districts. 

Arkadelphia  District,  6  adults 

Camden  District,  6  adults 

Hope  District,  6  adults 

Little  Rock  District,  16  adults 

Monticello  District,  11  adults 

Pine  Bluff  District,  4  adults 

Write  your  District  Director  of 
Children’s  Work  for  further  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  school,  or: 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates 
525  Exchange  Building 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

— Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates 


We  have  come  on  a  generation  of 
teaching  that  simply  holds  before 
men  various  truths  and  says  to  them, 
“Reach  your  hand  into  the  basket 
and  take  your  choice.”  I  know  the 
reason  for  this.  It  encourages  men 
to  think  for  themselves  and  to  be 
able  to  say,  “This  truth  is  mine.” 
This  method  of  teaching,  however, 


Ft.  Smith  District 
Vacation  Church 
School  Institute 

The  Fort  Smith  District  Vacation 
Church  School  Institute  will  be  held 
on  April  14  at  Goddard  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith,  from 
9:00  a.m.  until  12:00  noon,  according 
to  announcement  by  Mrs.  Frances 
Winter,  District  Director  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work.  Courses  and  leaders 
are  as  follows: 

Junior,  We  Would  Follow  Jesus, 
Miss  Hettie  Burnett  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Cole. 

Primary,  Jesus,  The  Friend,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Vervack  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Cherry. 

Kindergarten,  Stories  About  Jesus, 
Mrs.  Mary  Sahm,  Mrs.  E.  O.  New¬ 
som  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Johnson. 

Nursery,  Happy  Times  at  Church, 
Mrs.  Frances  Winter,  Mrs.  Bob 
Thompson  and  Miss  Anna  Rose 
Miller. 


CHURCHES  TO 
OBSERVE  NATIONAL 
FAMILY  WEEK 

Many  churches  have  completed 
their  plans  for  the  observance  of 
National  Family  Week,  May  6-13, 
when  activities  will  focus  upon  the 
importance  of  the  recognition  of  God 
in  the  home.  In  many  communities 
the  local  council  of  churches  or  in¬ 
terdenominational  ministers’  group 
has  planned  a  night  or  series  of 
nights  when  all  Christians  of  the 
community  will  be  invited  to  con¬ 
sider  problems  of  Christian  family 
living. 

The  theme  for  1956  is  “God  in  the 
Home:  Peace  in  the  World.”  To  un¬ 
dergird  this  theme,  The  Board  of 
Education  of  The  Methodist  Church 
has  published  a  leaflet,  God  in  the 
Home:  Peace  in  the  World,  by  Mrs. 
James  Wyker,  former  president  of 
the  United  Council  of  Church  Wom¬ 
en.  (Price,  20  cents  for  12;  $1.00  for 
100.)  Also,  a  new  poster  has  been 
prepared  (10  cents  each,  3  for  25 
cents)  and  a  new  Children’s  Day 
program  is  ready,  This  Is  Our 
Church  (15  cents  each,  2  for  25  cents, 
12  for  $1.00).  Order  the  above  three 
items  from  the  Service  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Department 
of  the  Christian  Family  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  that  local  churches  ob¬ 
serve  this  week  by  having  a  family 
service,  a  special  family  night  or 
series  of  family  nights,  a  family-at- 
home  night  and  a  night  for  youth 
and  their  parents.  A  series  of  five 
television  programs  suitable  for  use 
during  National  Family  Week  are 
available  fr^m  the  Radio  &  Film 
Commission,  1525  McGavock  Street, 
Nashville  3,  Tennessee,  price  $35.00. 


can  be  as  false  in  its  refusal  to  share 
the  deepest  and  the  truest  that  gen¬ 
erations  have  known  as  the  other 
method  which  sought  merely  to 
cram  undigested  truths  into  the 
mouths  of  gullible  students.  In  an 
endeavor  to  adapt  truth  to  life  we 
have  forgotten  that  life  must  be 
brought  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 
—From  GOD'S  WAY, 


EXPANDED 


"Liquor  In  The  Air" 

Since  alcohol  education  is  one  of 
the  emphases  of  Christian  education 
in  the  local  church,  Dr.  Leon  M.  Ad¬ 
kins,  executive  secretary  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Local  Church,  General 
Board  of  Education,  calls  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  church  school 
workers  to  an  article,  “Liquor  in  the 
Air,”  by  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Area,  that  appeared 
in  the  December  28  Christian  Cen¬ 
tury. 

The  article  is  an  emphatic  ob¬ 
servation  about  the  serving  of  liquor 
on  airline  flights.  In  it  Bishop  Ken¬ 
nedy  protests  against  being  forced 
to  listen  to  drunken  conversation. 
He  says  cocktail  parties  cannot  be 
evaded  on  a  plane  and  he  protests 
“being  denied  sober  environment  of 
a  public  carrier.”  He  protests  hav¬ 
ing  to  pay  for  other  people’s  liquor — 
“The  price  of  this  drinking  is  added 
to  fares.”  The  most  telling  point 
made  by  Bishop  Kennedy  is  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  cocktail  parties  on  little 
children,  “who  stare  with  troubled 
wonder”  at  the  disgusting  antics  of 
grown-ups. 

The  article  appears  in  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Record,  having  been  pre¬ 
sented  before  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  by  the  Hon.  Thos.  J.  Lane 
of  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Adkins  thinks  every  Meth¬ 
odist  should  read  Bishop  Kennedy’s 
article.  Knowledge  of  its  contents 
would  aid  materially  in  putting 
across  anti-liquor  legislation  now 
before  Congress,  he  said. 

Reprints  of  “Liquor  in  the  Air” 
will  be  available  eventually  from 
the  Christian  Century. 


CHURCH  SCHOOL 
STATISTICS 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  re¬ 
ported  the  largest  number,  51,984,  of 
church  school  pupils  joining  the 
church  on  profession  of  faith  during 
1955,  according  to  statistics  released 
by  the  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work,  General  Board 
of  Education. 

Net  total  for  the  entire  church  was 
reported  as  204,877. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
was  a  close  second.  Its  total  was 
51,814. 

Totals  for  church  school  pupils 
joining  the  church  on  profession  of 
faith  for  the  other  four  jurisdictions 
were  reported  as  follows:  North¬ 
eastern,  39,793;  South  Central,  39,- 
586;  Western,  14,672;  Central,  7,028. 

The  Southeastern  and  North  Cen¬ 
tral  jurisdictions  also  ran  nip  and 
tuck  in  the  matter  of  gains  over 
1954  with  Southeastern  reporting  -an 
increase  of  3,751  and  North  Central 
a  gain  2,203.  Western  reported  an 
increase  of  1,293,  Northeastern  an 
increase  of  '852,  and  Central  had  a 
gain  of  330.  South  Central  missed 
by  1,830  doing  as  well  as  it  did  the 
year  before. 

The  report  revealed  that  of  the  37 
episcopal  areas,  the  Ohio  Area  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  church  the  largest 
number  of  church  school  pupils  on 
profession  of  faith — 13,751,  The 


SESSIONS 

Many  Methodist  churches  are 
“moving  out”  into  new  types  of  work 
for  their  children,  according  to  Dr. 
Mary  Alice  Jones,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Children,  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation. 

This  “moving  out”  is  chiefly  in 
three  directions: 

1.  Expanded  sessions  of  the  church 
school. 

2.  Through-the-week  nursery 
schools  and  kindergartens  under 
church  auspices. 

3.  Junior  camps,  especially  day 
camps  and  resident  camps  under 
local  church  auspices. 

Because  the  pastor’s  blanks  do  not 
carry  a  column  for  a  report  on  these 
activities,  it  is  difficult  to  get  ac¬ 
curate  information  regarding  their 
extent,  Dr.  Jones  said  in*  a  recent 
letter  to  the  Conference  Directors  of 
Children’s  Work.  Therefore,  the  di¬ 
rectors  are  being  asked  to  collect 
during  the  spring  months  as  much 
firsthand  data  as  possible  on  the 
expanded  session  and  the  through- 
the-week  nursery  schools  and  kin¬ 
dergartens.  Later,  during  the  early 
fall,  they  will  be  asked  to  help  col¬ 
lect  information  on  the  junior  camps. 

An  expanded  session  is  a  Sunday 
morning  church  school  session  of 
two  to  three  hours.  It  is  planned 
and  conducted  by  a  single  staff  for 
a  group  of  children  who  are  present 
for  the  entire  session.  The  name  of 
the  second  activity,  .  “through-the- 
week  nursery  schools  and  kinder¬ 
gartens  under  church  auspices,”  is 
self-explanatory. 

Blanks  for  collecting  the  needed 
information  from  the  local  churches 
are  available  from  the  Department 
of  Christian  Education  of  Children 
for  the  convenience  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  directors. 

Some  of  the  things  the  department 
wants  to  know  about  expanded  ses¬ 
sions  are:  What  departments  are 
included  in  the  plan  of  expanded 
sessions?  What  is  the  length  of  the 
Sunday  session?  Do  you  use  group 
graded  or  closely  graded  lesson 
materials? 

Concerning  through-the-week 
nursery  schools  and  kindergartens, 
some  of  tire  things  the  department 
would  like  to  know  are  the  number 
of  children  enrolled  and  their  age 
span,  the  number  of  regular  leaders; 
are  the  leaders  employed  or  volun¬ 
teer? 

“The  Department  of  Christian 
Education  of  Children  is  eager  to  be 
helpful  in  providing  guidance  mate¬ 
rials,  curriculum  material  and  arti¬ 
cles  to  meet  all  the  educational  needs 
of  all  our  Methodist  churches,”  Dr. 
Jones  stated. 


Chicago  Area  ranked  second  with 
10,844.  Richmond  Area  reported  9,- 
618;  Pittsburgh,  9,518;  and  Charlotte, 
9,175. 

Evangelism  in  the  church  school  is 
one  of  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Rev.  Glenn  Gothard  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  General  Church  School 
Work. 
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CHARLOTTE  LOWREY  of  Bastrop  was  elected 
president  of  the  James  Pomeroy  Sub-District 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  at  the  meeting  held 
recently  at  the  Oak  Ridge  Methodist  Church. 

THE  LOGANSPORT  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  and  their  counselors  held  an  Easter  sun¬ 
rise  service  on  Averett  Lake.  Refreshments  were 
served  after  the  service. 

NEW  ORGAN  GRILLES  have  been  added  to 
the  sanctuary  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist 
Church  by  the  Gleaner’s  Bible  Class  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  B.  M.  Watters. 


A  METAL  BULLETIN  BOARD  has  been  given 
to  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria, 
by  Albert  and  Frances  Lanier  in  memory  of 
Oscar  Glendon  Wilson,  Sr. 


DR.  'LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  preached  at  the  morning 
service  on  Palm  Sunday  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Pineville.  Rev.  Porter  M.  Caraway  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  J.  T.  HARRIS,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  was  the  preacher  in 
Holy  Week  services  at  the  Reily  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Collinston.  Rev.  Fred  A.  Mead 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

TWO  identical  wmrship  services  were  held  at 
the  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  on 
Easter  Sunday  morning.  Rev.  George  Harbuck, 
pastor  of  the  church,  spoke  on  “The  Case  For 
Personal  Survival.” 


REV  J.  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  preacher  in  re¬ 
vival  services  at  the  Centenary  Methodist  Church 
in  Rayne,  March  18-23.  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is 
pastor  of  the  Rayne  Church. 

G  FREDERICK  HOLLER,  minister  of  music 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  resigned,  according  to  announcement  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  similar  position  at  the  Dauphin  Way  Meth 
odist  Church,  Mobile,  Alabama,  effective  May  1. 

rp  HE  KANSAS  WESLEYAN  UNIVERSITY 
-I  CHOIR  presented  a  program  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  April  1,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville.  The  choir  has  42  members  and  has 
given  concerts  in  six  states  on  its  1956  tour. 

REV.  N.  H.  MELBERT,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Executives’  Club  of  New  Orleans  on  Thursday, 
March  29. 

DAVE  CHAPMAN,  president  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  Marksville,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  on  Monday, 
March  26. 

DR.  W.  F.  PLEDGER,  professor  of  sociology  and 
Bible  at  Centenary  College,  was  guest  sPea^‘ 
er  last  Thursday  at  a  meeting  of  the  North 
Shreveport  Lions  Club.  Dr.  Pledger  discussed 
experiences  recalled  from  the  more  than  15  years 
he  spent  as  a  missionary  to  India. 

DR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  conducted  Holy 
Week  services  at  the  Rayville  Methodist  Church, 
beginning  on  Sunday  evening,  March  25.  Serv¬ 
ices  were  held  each  evening  through  Friday. 
Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


MEMBERS  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
at  Centenary  College  carried  out  a  project  of 
filling  Easter  baskets  for  children  in  one  of  the 
wards  of  Confederate  Memorial  Medical  Center 
in  Shreveport.  Barbara  Meades  of  Pine  Grove 
was  chairman  of  the  project. 


MISS  ROJ  CHAUDRY,  a  national  of  India,  was 
the  speaker  at  a  covered-dish  supper  at  the 
Centenary  Church  in  Rayne  on  Friday,  March 
16.  Miss  Chaudry  has  been  studying  in  America 
and  is  now  getting  experience  in  American  school 
methods  by  teaching  at  Dulac  before  returning 
to  work  in  India. 


VISITING  PREACHERS  in  the  pre-Easter 
services  at  the  Nolley  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Jena  were  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones,  Olla,  on 
Monday;  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Bunkie,  Tuesday; 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  Alexandria,  Wednesday;  Rev. 
J.  F.  Kelllog,  Urania,  Thursday;  Rev.  A.  N.  Baum, 
Belah-Eden,  Friday. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  Curtis  Park  Methodist 
Church,  Bossier  City,  wore  their  new  robes 
for  the  first  time  for  the  Easter  services.  The 
robes  are  gray  and  the  pastor’s  robe  is  black. 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Ward,  church  secretary,  writes:  “We 
are  all  very  proud  of  the  advancement  in  our 
church,  both  spiritually  and  physically.” 


DR.  HAROLD  BOSLEY,  pastor  of  the  First 
Nfethodist  Church  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  annual  fellowship  luncheon  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Ruston  Rotary,  Kiwanis  and  Lions 
Clubs,  which  was  held  at  noon  on  April  3  at 
Grambling  College.  They  fellowship  luncheon 
was  begun  11  years  ago. 

The  Vidalia  methodist  church  choir, 

under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  H.  R.  Hine,  pre¬ 
sented  a  cantata,  The  Easter  Sunrise  Song,  by 
Fred  B.  Holton,  on-  Sunday  evening,  April  1. 
Following  the  cantata,  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  served  supper  to  the  members 
of  the  choir  and  their  guests. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Crowley  led  the  morning  worship  service  at 
Centenary  Church  in  Rayne  on  Sunday,  March 
11.  The  Crowley  choir  is  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Sallie  Crawford.  The  visit  was  possible  be¬ 
cause  of  the  fact  that  the  morning  worship  at 
Reyne  is  held  at  9:45  a.m.  and  the  Crowley  serv¬ 
ice  at  11:00  a.m.  V  ' 


DR.  GUY  M.  HICKS,  JR.,  son  of  Dr.  Guy  Mr 
Hicks,  district  superintendent  of^the  Ruston 
District  has  moved  to  Ruston  to  become  associ¬ 
ated  with  Green  Clinic  in  the  department  of 
radiology.  Dr.  Hicks  is  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Radiology  and  is  a  diplomate  of  the  National 
Board  of  Medical  Examiners  and  a  member  of 
Alpha  Omega  Alpha. 

A  DELEGATION  of  Centenary  College  min¬ 
isterial  students  attended  the  annual  two-day 
Louisiana  College  Day  program  last  week  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas.  The  Centenary  group  in¬ 
cluded  Delton  Pickering,  Billy  Vines,  Jean  Alice. 
Flowers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  A.  Adams,  Jr.,  Eddie 
Morgan,  Earl  Cantrell  and  Mildred  Chapman. 

A  RETREAT  was  held  by  members  of  the  Sen¬ 
ior  High  Department  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans  at  April  7  at 
Camp  Bena  Lea  near  Covington.  The  theme  for 
the  retreat  was  “Christian  Ideals  and  Everyday 
Living.”  Discussion  groups  were  led  by  Rev. 
George  Pool,  associate  minister  of  the  church. 
Other  activities  were  swimming,  hiking,  cookouts 
and  out-door  worship.  Howard  Stanley  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Senior  Department. 

THE  LATE  DR.  JOHN  R.  MOTT,  of  New  York 
and  Florida,  Methodist  lay  leader  and  organ¬ 
izer  of  numerous  worldwide  movements  within 
the  Christian  churches,  is  to  be  memorialized  in 
a  million-dollar  fund  to  be  raised  by  and  for  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Dr.  Mott  had 
organized  the  World  Alliance  of  the  YMCA  and 
was  long  its  honorary  president.  The  Mott  Fund 
will  be  an  endowment  to  assist  YMCA  secretaries 
to  pursue  graduate  studies. 

MISS  YVONNE  KRUMNOW,  daughter  of  Rev. 

and  Mrs.  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  of  Elton, 
was  crowned  sweetheart  of  Kappa  Chi,  minis¬ 
terial  club  at  Centenary  College,  at  the  annual 
banquet  last  week.  Miss  Krumnow,  a  junior  stu¬ 
dent  at  Centenary,  was  elected  by  an  all-male 
vote  of  the  membership  and  was  crowned  by 
Charles  Wilder  of  Eros,  president.  Her  father  is 
pastor  of  the  Raymond  Methodist  Church  in 
Elton. 

STEVEN  ANDRY  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 


Orleans,  on  Sunday  evening,  April  1.  This  past 
summer  Mr.  Andry,  a  sophomore  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity,  participated  in  the  community  service 
program  at  the  Church  of  All  Nations  on  the 
Lower  East  Side,  Manhattan,  New  York  City. 
This  summer  service  project  for  college  youth 
was  sponsored  by  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association. 

The  baton  rouge  ministerial  asso¬ 
ciation  has  invited  Evangelist  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  to  conduct  a  series  of  evangelistic  services 
in  Baton  Rouge  sometime  in  1957,  according  to 
recent  announcement.  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall, 
pastor  of  the  North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist 
Church,  and  president  of  the  Ministerial  Associ¬ 
ation  said  the  group  voted  at  its  last  meeting  to 
invite  Mr.  Graham  to  hold  a  two  or  three  week 
revival  during  the  late  spring,  summer  or  early 
fall  of *1957. 

MRS.  RUTH  JONES  spoke  at  the  morning  hour 
of  the  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  March  18,  at  the  11:00  o’clock  hour. 
She  told  of  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  in  different  countries  of  the 
world.  Mrs.  Jones  has  traveled  widely  in  Asia, 
Europe  and  South  and  Central  America.  On 
Sunday  evening  she  showed  moving  pictures  of 
missionary  work  being  carried  on  in  many  na¬ 
tions.  Rev.  G.  W.  Dameron  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THE  WOMAN’S  DIVISION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE,  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  planning  for  the  establishment 
of  a  hospital  and  a  training  center  for  nurses 
near  Wonju,  Korea.  This  is  the  center  of  a  great 
industrial  section,  southeast  of  Seoul,  where  at 
the  present  time  there  is  little  or  no  medical 
service  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people.  The 
Division  hopes  this  year  to  begin  the  erection  of 
a  120-bed  hospital,  and  to  recruit  medical  and 
nursing  personnel  for  the  project. 

The  twin  city  ministerial  associ¬ 
ation  sponsored  Holy  Week  services  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  at  12:10  p.m. 
each  day.  Members  of  the  church  congregations 
in  the  Twin  Cities  attended.  Speakers  for  the 
noon  services  were:  Monday,  Rev.  Wayne  Gray, 
minister,  Covenant  Presbyterian  Church;  Tues¬ 
day,  Rev.  John  Allin,  Grace  Episcopal  Church; 
Wednesday,  Rev.  R.  T.  Watson,  First  Christian 
Church;  Thursday,  Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Church,  and  Friday,  Rev.  Leon  Ivy, 
Temple  Baptist  Church. 

DR.  R.  E.  WHITE,  professor  of  modern  lan¬ 
guages  at  Centenary  College,  will  conduct  a 
local  group  of  students  to  Monterrey  Technologi¬ 
cal  Institute,  Monterrey,  Mexico,  to  learn  con¬ 
versational  Spanish  this  summer.  The  stay  will 
extend  from  August  3  to  August  25,  and  the 
course  will  carry  three  hours  of  academic  credit 
from  Centenary.  Dr.  White  also  will  teach  a  non¬ 
credit  course  in  the  history  and  culture  of  Mex¬ 
ico.  Monterrey  Tech  is  expected  to  send  from 
35.  to  40  Spanish-speaking  students  to  Centenary 
for  the  month  of  July  to  learn  conversational 
English.^. 

THE  WESLEY  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  De- 
Ridder  is  making  plans  for  the  construction 
of  the  second  unit  of  the  church  expansion  pro¬ 
gram.  Two  committees  to  plan  the  construction 
have  been  appointed  by  Gilbert  Blankenbaker, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board.  The  committees 
are  made  up  of  the  Building  Committee,  Elmer 
C.  Neely,  chairman,  E.  K.  Van  Aernam,  Mrs.  Ora 
Lee  Terry,  A.  J.  McGrede  and  Maurice  Williams; 
Finance  Committee,  Mid  Cole,  chairman,  Nor- 
mand  Terry,  Gilbert  Blankenbaker  and  Henry 
W.  Smith.  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

A  PPROVAL  has  been  given  for  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  to  travel  to  the  Far  East  this 
summer  to  entertain  American  troops  stationed 
there.  The  Armed  Forces  Professional  Entertain¬ 
ment  Branch  granted  the  approval,  which  was 
announced  by  Congressman  Overton  Brooks  of 
Shreveport  last  week.  A.  C.  Voran,  director  of 
the  49-voice  group,  said  the  choir  will  have  to 
be  reduced  to  30  members  for  the  trip.  The 
tentative  schedule  calls  for  the  singers  to  leave 
on  July  1  and  to  be  prepared  to  spend  45  days  in 
the  Far  East.  Further  details  are  awaited  at  the 
college, 
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Prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

PRAYER  VIGIL  DATES 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
g  00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date.) 

April  11-12,  Columbia,  W.  C.  Bar¬ 
ham 

April  12-13,  Sicily  Island,  J.  J.  Davis 
April  13-14,  Stone  Avenue,  -Monroe, 

I.  L.  Yeager;  Cameron-Grand 
Chenier,  Virgil  M.  Culpepper 
April  14-15,,  Kentwood,  Garland  C. 
Dean,  Jr. 

April  15-16,  Winbourne  Avenue, 
Baton  Rouge,  Albert  A.  Collins 
April  16-17,  Ingleside,  Baton  Rouge, 
W.  R-  Irving, -Jr. 

April  17-18,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.;  White¬ 
hall,  W.  P.  Cassells 
April  18-19,  Magnolia,  C.  J.  T.  Cot— 
ten;  Trinity,  Ruston,  Jolly  B. 
Harper 

April  19-20,  Zachary,  James  W. 
Ailor 

April  20-21,  Blackwater,  A.  G.  Tay¬ 
lor 

In  the  “Delhi  Methodist”  of  March 
22  Reverend  Don  Wineinger  listed 
the  names  of  those  who  had  volun¬ 
teered  for  certain  hours  during  the 
Prayer  Vigil  of  March  26-27.  Also  ^ 
included  was  the  following: 

"In  Everything  By  Prayer" 
(Phil.  4:6) 

We  can  do  nothing  worthwhile  un¬ 
til  we  have  prayed.  There  is  no 
victory  until-  it  has  first  been  won 
in  the  secret  place.  We  are  prone  to 
think  that  the  main  thing  is  to  get 
something  done  .  .  .  Intercession  is 
the  real  service  of  life,  absolutely 
essential  to  the  vitalizing  of  any 
work.  It  is  the  one  service  not  lim¬ 
ited  by  space,  strength  or  material 
obstacles.  It  goes  through  locks  and 
walls  at  any  distance,  and  enters 
quietly  into  hearts  where  otherwise 
nothing  would  be  accomplished.  It 
is  the  mystery  of  the  Christian’s  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Holy  Spirit.” — 
Selected 

In  reporting  on  the  Prayer  Vigil 
on  the  White’s  Chapel  Charge,  Rev. 
H.  D.  Fisher  stated:  “We  observed 
the  Prayer  Vigil  in  all  of  our 
churches,  and  every  minute  of  our 
allotted  time  was  spent  in  medita¬ 
tion,  Bible  reading  and  prayer.  The 
results  have  been  most  effective,  and 
all  participants  report  it  was  a  great 
spiritual  uplift,  and  other  days  ahead 
have  been  suggested  for  similar  oc¬ 
casions. — W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman, 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism 


holy  week  observance 

AT  S.L.I. 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION 

The  S.  L.  I.  Wesley  Foundation 
began  Holy  Week  observance  during 
its  Spring  Retreat  held  March  24- 
25  at  the  Evangeline  State  Park  in 
St.  Martinville.  Rev.  Jim  Rodgers, 
Wesley  Foundation  director  at  the 
University  of  Oklahoma,  led  the 
group  in  discussing  the  retreat 
theme,  “Community  or  Chaos?” 

Wesley  Foundation  members  con¬ 
tinued  to  observe  Holy  Week  by 
attending  morning  worship  services 
held  in  the  Student  Center  Chapel, 
March  26-27  &  28.  Rev.  Howard 
Hudson  of  the  Asbury  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  and  Rev.  Fred 
Flurry  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  speaking  on  “The 
Meaning  of  Suffering”  and  “The 
Meaning  of  Sacrifice”  led  the  devo¬ 
tions  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  morn- 
in§s.  Special  music  was  presented 
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DEAN  BURKS  HAS 
PROMOTION  AT 
CENTENARY 

The  unprecedented  growth  of  the 
Centenary  College  evening  division 
has  resulted  in  the  promotion  of 
Dean  Edgar  E.  Burks  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  full-time  director. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  Burks  has  been 
relieved  of  virtually  all  his  other 
duties  in  order  to  devote  full  time 
to  the  evening  division.  Dean  Burks 
had  been  serving  as  dean  of  men, 
director  of  admissions,  director  of 
veterans’  affairs  and  director  of  the 
student  placement  bureau. 

He  will  continue  to  act  as  baseball 
coach  at  Centenary.  Dr.  Mickle  said 
replacements^  to  fill  the  positions 
Burks  is  vacating  will  be  named 
later.  The  appointment  will  take 
effect  on  June  1. 

Dean  Burks  earned  his  AB  degree 
at  Centenary,  his  MA  at  Louisiana 
State  University  and  has  done  fur¬ 
ther  studying  at  Texas  University’s 
graduate  school. 

The  change  in  administration  re¬ 
sulted  from  the  fact  that  the  even¬ 
ing  division  has  grown  from  a  total 
enrollment  of  604  students  in  1946 
to  its  current  enrollment  of  1,284. 
The  number  of  students  has  more 
than  doubled  during  the  past  decade, 
and  a  full-time  director  has  become 
imperative,  Dr.  Mickle  said. 


Washington  Pilgrimage  Group  To 
Give  Religious  Journalism  Award 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Ken¬ 
neth  Dole,  religion  editor  of  the 
Washington  Post  and  Times-Her- 
ald,  has  been  named  winner  of 
the  first  annual  Faith  and  Free¬ 
dom  Award  in  Journalism  given 
by  The  Washington  Pilgrimage 
Inc.,  an  independent,  inter-religi¬ 
ous  foundation. 

Dr.  Harold  M.  Dudley,  executive 
director,  said  a  book  of  letters  sym¬ 
bolic  of  the  award  will  be  presen¬ 
ted  to  Mr.  Dole  at  a  Pilgrimage 
Awards  dinner  here  on  April  28. 

The  award  was  instituted,  he 
said,  to  give  recognition  to  a 
news  editor  whose  “journalistic 
excellence  and  fair  allocation  of 
newspaper  space  to  representatives 
of  all  faiths”  contributes  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  nation’s  religious 
heritage. 

Other  awards  given  annually  by 
the  organization  also  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  dinner.  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  will  be  honored  as 
Clergyman  of  the  Year;  Paul  T, 
Babson,  as  Layman  of  the  Year;' 
and  Mrs.  James  D.  Wyker  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  O.,  as  Church  Woman  of 
the  Year.  The  first  two  awards 
were  instituted  in  1951,  the  third 
in  1953. 

Highlight  of  the  group’s  pro¬ 
gram  is  the  annual  pilgrimage  to 
Washington  of  church  leaders  from 
all  over  the  country  for  a  three- 
day  visit  to  national  shrines,  me¬ 
morials,  government  buildings,  ca¬ 
thedrals,  churches  and  synagogues 
in  the  capital. 


by  Bill  Holloway  and  Geraldine 
Singleton. 

Holy  Communion  was  administer¬ 
ed  to  the  group  on  Wednesday 
morning.  A  choir,  composed  of  Rach¬ 
el  Branton,  Lynn  Hoff,  Bill  Hollo¬ 
way,  Larry  Noonan,  Dick  Parish, 
Jean  Duhon,  Carol  Ann  Hoffpauir 
and  John  Hall  sang  the  responses  in 
the  communion  ritual. 

Following  the  concluding  service 
a  fellowship  breakfast  was  served  to 
42  people. — Reporter 


ROW  1,  left  to  right:  Clinton  Arthur,  Bert  Sams,  Rick  Staggers,  C.  M. 
Van  Zandt,  III. 

ROW  2:  Dennis  Brewer,  Diana  Moseley,  Andrea  Engeran,  Karay 
Cunningham,  Billy  Matthews,  Huber  Johnson,  Kathy  Mittelstaedt,  Sandra 
Owens,  Claudia  Holloway,  Lynne  Robertson,  Judy  Welsh,  Lorraine  Snape, 
Trudy  Beckman. 

ROW  3:  Richard  Giardina,  Jerry  Frampton,  Steve  Little,  Elmer  Leas, 
Harry  DeViney,  Eric  Nelson,  Rev.  Roland  K.  Friedrich. 

ROW  4:  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  Skippy  Stover,  Darrell  Giardina,  Melvin 
Capell,  Janet  Hughes,  Diana  Frampton,  Louis  Ebeling,  Jr. 

ROW  5:  Mike  Norris,  Dianne  Guidry,  Linda  Mackenroth,  Carole  Guiza, 
Patsy  Gregory,  Gail  Gregory,  Mike  Young,  Petty  Rutter,  Nancy  Tousley, 
Sheila  Ryan,  Beverly  Earl,  Brenda  Edler,  Sandra  Champeau,  John  Beckman, 
Jimmy  Porter. 

Also  joining  but  not  in  picture:  Hunt  Cunningham,  Edward  Cowles, 
and  Margaret  Matta. 


Munholland  Receives  Large 
Membership  Class 


Prayer  By  Dr.  Mickle 
On  Dining  Car  Cards 

A  favorite  table  grace  of  Dr.  Joe 
J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  is  one  of  three  printed  on 
place  cards  used  in  all  the  dining 
cars  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road. 

A  Jewish  grace  by  Rabbi  Milton 
Rosenbaum  of  Beth-El  Congregation 
in  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  and  a  Catholic 
Grace  by  Msgr.  F.  L.  Becker  of  St. 
James  Church  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  are 
printed  on  the  place  cards  -  along 
with  the  Protestant  prayer  by  Dr. 
Mickle,  a  Methodist. 

Dr.  Mickle’s  prayer  is  as  follows: 

“Our  Father,  this  food  is  evidence 
of  Thy  loving  kindness  and  bounti¬ 
ful  provision  for  our  physical  bodies. 
May  our  gratitude  to  Thee  come  not 
merely  from  our  lips  but  from  the 
inner  recesses  of  our  hearts,  so  that 
a  right  spirit  is  renewed  within  us. 
Amen.” 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  folded - 
type  placard  is  a  notation  by  W.  G. 
Vollmer,  president  of  the  T  and  P 
Railway,  noting  that  “faith  in  God 
has  been  an  all-powerful  force  in 
the  lives  of  men”  and  that  it  “has 
been  a  never  failing  source  of 
strength  in  time  of  trouble.” 

The  placards  were  'printed  and 
placed  on  the  dining  tables  in  the 
hope  of  encouraging  travelers  of  all 
faiths  to  remember  to  express  their 
gratitude  for  both  physical  and  spir¬ 
itual  blessings  before  sitting  down 
to  eat  their  meals. 


Life  is  adventure  in  experience, 
and  when  you  are  no  longer  greedy 
for  the  last  drop  of  it,  it  means  no 
more  than  that  you  have  set  your 
face,  whether  you  know  it  or  not, 
to  the  day  when  you  shall  depart 
without  a  backward  look. — Donald 
Culross  Pfattie,  naturalist  &  author 


The  11:00  o’clock  hour  at  Munhol¬ 
land  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Palm  Sunday,  1956, 
will  be  long  remembered  by  the 
more  than  400  members  and  visitors 
attending  that  service.  This  was  the 
largest  membership  training  class 
ever  received  into  the  church  since 
its  organization  in  1936.  Rev.  D.  W. 
Poole  said,  “It  was  certainly  a  most 
inspiring  service  to  see  so  many  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  dedicate  themselves 
to  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Church.” 

Rev.  R.  K.  Friedrich,  Associate 
Minister,  assisted  Mr.  Poole  in  the 
training  classes  held  February 
through  March.  There  were  47  who 
joined;  30  Juniors  and  17  Intermedi¬ 
ates. 


REVIVAL  AT 
WHITE  S  CHAPEL 

When  the  members  from  the  other 
churches  on  the  charge  attend  reg¬ 
ularly  a  revival  meeting  in  one  of 
the  churches  there  is  evidence  of  a 
fine  spirit  of  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  the  people  and  of  effective  leader¬ 
ship  on  the  part  of  the  pastor.  Ex¬ 
hibit  A  of  the  above  was  the  recent 
revival  meeting  at  White’s  Chapel, 
well  attended,  not  only  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  White’s  Chapel  Church, 
but  by  members  from  Bayou  Chicot, 
Ville  Platte  and  Pine  Prairie. 

Such  attendance  was  just  another 
indication  of  the  progress  which  has 
been  made  on  the  White’s  Chapel 
Charge  under  the  leadership  of  its 
pastor,  Rev.  H.  D.  Fisher.  Woman’s 
Societies,  Methodist  Men  and  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  have  been  organized 
under  the  pastor’s  guidance,  assisted 
by  his  niece,  Mrs.  Lelia  Hickman. 

In  the  revival  meeting  at  White’s 
Chapel  Church,  March  11-17,  the 
visiting  preacher  was  Reverend  W. 
D.  Boddie  of  the  David  Haas  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie.  The 
song  director  was  W.  K.  Edwards  of 
Ville  Platte  and  the  pianist  was  Mrs. 
Wilson  Kelley. — W.  D.  Boddie 
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THE  SPECKLED  APPLE 


JANE,  twelve  years  old,  and  Mar¬ 
tha,  thirteen,  were  daughters  of 
a  Virginia  gentleman,  a  Mr. 
Arden.  Mary,  who  was  about  the 
age  of  Martha,  was  the  orphan  child 
of  a  friend  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Arden  had  taken  her  into  his 
family  while  she  was  quite  young, 
and  he  treated  her  as  kindly  as  his 
own  children. 

Mr.  Arden  was  a  man  who  under¬ 
stood  very  well  that  most  of  the  un¬ 
happiness  in  the  world  comes  from 
selfishness,  and  that  the  true  way 
to  be  happy  is  always  to  seek  the 
good  of  others. 

He  often  explained  this  to  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  taught  them  that  in  pre¬ 
ferring  one  another  in  little  as  well 
as  big  things,  they  would  find  more 
real  pleasure  than  in  looking  selfish¬ 
ly  to  their  own  gratification.  But  this 
he  found  a  very  difficult  lesson  for 
young  minds  to  learn. 

Especially  hard  was  it  for  Jane 
and  Martha  to  prefer  Mary  in  any¬ 
thing  to  themselves.  They  could  not 
help  loving  her,  because  she  was  a 
gentle,  sweet-tempered  girl,  but 
they  loved  themselves  better. 

One  day  in  the  winter,  at  a  time 
when  fruit  was  scarce,  Mr.  Arden,  in 
coming  home  from  his  office  brought 
with  him  three  large  mellow  apples. 
They  were  intended  for  Jane,  Mar¬ 
tha  and  Mary.  While  at  tea,  Mr. 
Arden  hinted  that  he  had  three  large 
apples  in  his  coat  pocket  and  that 
he  meant  them  for  the  girls. 

“Oh,  give  me  mine!”  said  Jane 
eagerly. 

“And  give  me  mine,  Father!”  said 
Martha. 

Mary,  though  she  said  nothing, 
looked  pleased. 

“After  tea  you  shall  have  them,” 
replied  Mr.  Arden,  “but  let  me  tell 
you  that  there  is  something  about 
these  three  apples  that  will  test  your 
dispositions.” 

Martha  and  Jane  were  very  curi¬ 
ous  to  learn  the  secret,  but  their 
father  only  smiled  and  said,  “We 
shall  see!” 

After  they  had  risen  from  the  tea 
table,  and  the  dishes  had  been  clear¬ 
ed  away,  Mr.  Arden  brought  out  his 
three  apples  and  laid  them  upon  a 
plate.  They  were  nearly  equal  in 
size,  but  one  had  become  specked. 

“Now,  Jane,”  said  Mr.  Arden, 
reaching  toward  her  the  plate  which 
held  the  fruit,  “take  your  apple, 
dear.” 

Jane,  without  pausing  a  moment, 
took  a  large  rosy  apple  from  the 
plate. 

“Here,  Martha!”  and  Mr.  Arden 
presented  the  plate  to  his  youngest 
daughter. 

With  a  smiling  lip  and  sparkling 
eye,  Martha  took  the  other  beautiful 
apple. 

“They  have  left  the  speckled  apple 
for  you,  Mary,”  said  Mr.  Arden,  in  a 
slightly  disappointed  tone.  “But 
never  mind  dear;  the  ripest  and 
richest  fruit  is  the  first  to  decay. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  superior 
flavor  of  your  apple  will  more  than 
jnake  up  for  its  slight  defect.” 

The  two  sisters  saw  in  a  moment, 
from  thefr  father’s  words  and  tone, 


that  they  had  acted  selfishly  in 
choosing  the  best  apple  for  them¬ 
selves.  They  saw,  too,  that  he  had 
noticed  it,  and  immediately  they  of¬ 
fered  to  exchange  with  Mary. 

-  But  she  said,  with  a  pleasant 
smile, 

“Oh,  no;  I  am  perfectly  satisfied. 
I  should  have  taken  this  one  if  I 
had  been  offered  the  first  choice.” 

Mary  then  took  a  knife  from  the 
table,  saying  as  she  did  so,  that 
half  of  the  apple  belonged  to  Mrs. 
Arden.  As  she  pressed  the  knife  into 
the  apple,  something  hard  inside 
prevented  the  blade  from  going 
through.  A  slight  pressure  broke  the 
apple  into  halves  and  showed  a 
handsome  gold  piece!  • 

“Why,  Father!”  exclaimed  Jane, 
who  understood  in  an  instant  what 
this  meant. 

“Jane,”  said  Martha,  the  tears 
starting  to  her  eyes,  “we  are  justly 
punished  for  our  selfishness  in  tak¬ 
ing.  the  best  apples  and  leaving  Mary 
the  worst.  These  apples,  as  Father 
said,  have  indeed  tried  our  disposi¬ 
tion,  but  let  me  look  at  your  beauti¬ 
ful  gold  piece,  Mary.” 

Martha  took  the  gold  piece  and, 
while  examining  it,  saw  that  there 
was  an  inscription  on  it.  She  read 
aloud,  “To  the  least  selfish.” 

“It  is  yours  by  right,  Mary,”  said 
Jane,  “for  you  are  the  least  selfish 
here.” 

Mary  said  nothing;  but  her'eyes 
were  full  of  tears. 

“My  children,”  said  Mr.  Arden, 
“this  is  a  little  matter,  but  it  has 


MY  DOG 

By  E.  T.  Megow 

I’ve  got  a  dog,  a  mangy  dog 
That’s  what  my  folks  all  say, 
But,  my,  it  makes  me  awful  sore 
To  have  them  talk  that  way. 

Why  can’t  they  see  he’s  just  as  smart 
As  any  dog  can  be? 

And  aren’t  his  friendly  ways  worth 
more 

Than  any  pedigree? 

What  if  his  hair  is  sort  of  thin 
And  lets  his  ribs  show  through? 
And  ’cause  he’s  only  got  one  eye 
The  other  seems  more  blue. 

Oh,  you  can  have  your  brindle  pups 
And  collies  and  the  rest, 

Of  all  the  dogs  in  this  whole  town 
I  like  my  stray  dog  best. 

— Our  Dumb  Animals 


The  teen-ager’s  father  eyed  her 
sternly  as  she  carried  her  school¬ 
books  to  a  chair  facing  the  TV  set. 

“You’ll  never  get  your  homework 
done  properly  watching  television,” 
he  scolded. 

“Oh,  sure  I  will,  Dad,”  replied 
the  girl.  “It’s  a  very  short  assign¬ 
ment  tonight — just  about  6  com¬ 
mercials’  worth.” — Wall  St.  Journal 


shown  you  something  of  yourselves. 
I  am  pleased  to  find  that  Jane  and 
Martha  bear  their  disappointment  in 
such  an  excellent  spirit,  for  it  tells 
me  that  the  lesson  has  done  them 
good. The  Burning  Bush 


DON’T  YOU  AGREE? 

I  was  wearing  my  dress 
Trimmed  in  ribbons  and  lace, 
When  Grandmother  said, 

“Let  me  look  at  your  face 
And  see  if  it’s  wearing 
A  smile  or  a  frown — 

Whether  the  lips  are  turned  up 
Or  the  corners  pulled  down; 

For  a  lovely  pink  frock 
Makes  a  better  impression 
If  nicely  matched  up 

With  a  pleasant  expression.” 

— Clarice  Foster  Booth, 
Christian  Advocate 

HIS  WISH 

By  Alix  Thorn 

I  wonder  how  a  little  boy 
Can  ever  hope  to  be 
As  tall  and  strong  as  broad  beside 
As  people  that  I  see! 

I  s’pose  it’s  just  rememb’ring 
The  things  that  mother  said, 

To  eat  just  what  she  tells  me  to, 
And  like  to  go  to  bed. 

And  then  some  day  I  do  suppose 
The  folks  I’ve  always  known, 

Will  look  at  me  surprised,  and  say, 
“Why,  how  that  child  has  grown!” 

— In  Exchange 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


A  pretty  young  lady  presented  a 
check  at  the  bank  window  for  cash¬ 
ing.  The  teller  examined  it  quickly, 
and  asked,  “Can  you  identify  your¬ 
self?” 

Whereupon  the  young  lady  dipped 
into  her  purse  and  pulled  out  a 
small  mirror.  She  glanced  into  it 
for  a  moment,  and  then  looked  up 
and  said,  “Yes,  it’s  me  all  right.” 

*  *  * 

Uncle  Mat  tells  about  his  young 
daughter  returning  from  her  first 
dinner  away  from  home.  Her  mother 
asked  her  if  she  was  a  good  girl 
and  remembered  to  say  something 
nice  to  Mrs.  Brown  after  dinner. 
“Yes,  indeed,”  she  said  smiling 
sweetly,  “I  said  ‘I  enjoyed  myself, 
Mrs.  Brown.  You  had  a  lot  better 
dinner  than  I  thought  you’d  have’.” 
— Griff  Niblack,  Indianapolis  News 

*  *  * 

There  is  the  case  of  the  father 
who  is  sure  his  pride  and  joy  is 
headed  for  achievement  as  prose¬ 
cuting  attorney.  The  other  evening 
he  was  trying  to  persuade  his  young 
problem  to  eat  his  stewed  rhubarb, 
and  without  much  success.  “Come 
on,  now,  Tony,”  he  coaxed.  “Re¬ 
member,  there  are  thousands  and 
thousands  of  children  in  India  who 
would  be  so  happy  to  have  the 
chance  to  have  some  nice  rhubarb 
like  this  that  they’d  do  anything  to 
get  it.” 

The  small  boy  looked  up  with  a 
level  gaze  in  his  blue  eyes.  “Name 
two,”  he  challenged.— -Montrealer 


OUR  FLOWERS 

We’d  like  to  share  our  flowers  with  you, 
They’re  from  our  garden  here, 

We  tended  them  and  watched  with  joy , 
The  tiny  buds  appear. 

We  fixed  the  ground  and  planted  seed, 
God  sent  the  sun  and  rain, 

And  now  the  blossoms  seem  to  sing 
A  happy,  glad  refrain. 

—A.  E.  W. 
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Finds  Methodist  Women  Well  Informed 


Women  leaders  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  in  all  sections  of  the 
United  States,  are  exceptionally 
well-informed,  intelligent,  and  ef¬ 
ficient,  in  the  opinion  of  Miss  Eva 
Shipstone,  professor  of  psychology 
at  Isabella  Thoburn  College,  Luck¬ 
now,  India.  Miss  Shipstone  believes 
further  that  this  high-caliber  lead¬ 
ership  affords  a  great  hope  not 
only  for  this  country  but  also  for 
the  world.  . 

Miss  Shipstone,  one  of  a  three- 
member  team  of  women  from  over¬ 
seas,  has  been  traveling  extensive¬ 
ly  in  the  United  -  States  in  recent 
months  participating  in  interracial 
workshops  arranged  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Local  Church  Activities 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service.  Other  members  of 
the  team  are  Miss  Violeta  Caval- 
lero,  of  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  di¬ 
rector  of  religious  education  at 
Crandon  Institute,  Montevideo,  and 
Mrs.  Kiyo  Tanaka,  of  Negoya,  Ja¬ 
pan,  who  has  taught  in  *  various 
schools  in  Japan  and  whose  hus¬ 
band  is  principal  of  a  boys  school 
in  Nagoya. 

The  workshops,  concerned  with 
with  the  theme,  “World  Under¬ 
standing,”  have  been  held  through 
the  fall  and  winter  months  in 
California,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  Geor¬ 
gia,  Wisconsin,  and  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  time  given  to  the  meet¬ 
ings  varied  from  three  days  to  one 
day,  with  the  exception  of  five 
days  in  Menomonie,  Wisconsin, 
where  team  members  spoke  to  the 
Rotary  Club,  the  P.T.A.,  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  Social-Studies  Teach¬ 


ers  of  Northern  Wisconsin,  and  a 
group  of  high  school  basketball 
coaches.  In  Menomonie,  Miss  Ship¬ 
stone  had  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  non-Lutheran  and  the 
first  woman  to  speak  from  the 
pulpit  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

In  Atlanta,  Georgia,  the  work¬ 
shop  was  held  on  the  campus  of 
Atlanta  University,  and  of  the 
group  of  75  women  approximately 
one  fifth  were  Negroes.  The  dean 
of  women  at  the  university  de¬ 
scribed  the  workshop  as  the  finest 
experience  in  goodwill  and  inter¬ 
racial  understanding  that  had  ever 
occurred  on  the  campus. 

Future  workshops  will  be  held 
in  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Minnesota,  and  Iowa. 

Miss  Shipstone,  who  studied  in 
this  country  from  1947  to  1949  at 
Vanderbilt  and  Boston  Universi¬ 
ties,  finds  that  significant  changes 
in  inter-group  and  interracial  rela¬ 
tionships  have  taken  place  in  this 
country  since  1949.  She  believes 
that  the  changes  are  toward  better 
relationships,  and  that  denomina¬ 
tions,  groups,  individuals  are  mak¬ 
ing  steady  progress  in  that  direc¬ 
tion. 

She  has  been  impressed  also,  she 
says,  by  the  great  interest  being 
taken  by  men  and  women  in  this 
country  in  India  and  India’s  atti¬ 
tude  toward  problems  common  to 
both  countries. 

The  recipient  of  a  research  fel¬ 
lowship  from  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  University  Women,  Miss 
Shipstone  will  remain  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  for  a  year’s  study  at 
Harvard  University  in  1956-57. 


WOMEN  IN  THE 
CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

Three  women’s  church  groups  in 
the  United  States  have  made  the 
first  three  gifts  toward  the  $750,- 
000  headquarters  building  fund  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  to 
be  erected  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land.  The  first  gift,  pledged  by  the 
Women’s  Auxiliary  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  was  $10,000  as  a  memorial 
to  Elizabeth  Sibley  (Mrs.  Edwin 
Allen)  Stebbins  of  Rochester,  New 
York.  Mrs.  Stebbins,  a  life-long 
champion  of  the  ecumenical  move- 
m®nt,  had  attended  many  of  the 
great  world  church  assemblies,  and 
had  been  very  active  in  promot¬ 
es  interchurch  cooperation  in  the 
local  community  of  Ro  ch  e  s  t  e  r. 
Some  time  later,  the  United  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  Women  took  an  of¬ 
fering  for  the  building  fund  and 
turned  over  $1,000  to  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  Executive  Board. 
0  this  the  Board  will  add  suf- 
■cient  funds  to  make  up  the 

7norc^'s  accePted  quota  of  $13,- 
.  And  now  the  Woman’s  Di- 
^usion  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
ethodist  Church  has  authorized 
gift  of  $25,000  in  honor  of  their 

SeSrdent’  Mrs-  Frank  G-  Brooks 

'  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Brooks 
as  presided  over  the  activities  of 
le  1,800,000  women  who  jnsH?  UP 


the  Division  for  eight  years.  This 
last  gift  was  earmarked  for  use 
in  the  building  of  the  library  and 
designated  as  the  “Laura  Jean 
Brooks  Library  Fund.” 


Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt  is  one  of 
five  judges  for  a  United  Nations 
play-writing  contest  being  spon¬ 
sored  this  spring  by  two  agencies 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Other  judges 
are  Guthrie  McClintic,  theatrical 
prducer;  Dr.  Harold  Ehrensperger, 
professor  at  Boston  University; 
Mrs.  Mary  Lord,  United  States  rep¬ 
resentative  on  the  U.  N.  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Human  Rights,  and  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Lewis  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  radio  staff.  The  contest  is 
open  to  any  student  enrolled  in 
college  or  university  and  rules  for 
writing  a  one-act  play  about  the 
U.  N.  or  some  phase  of  its  work.  A 
deadline  of  June  5  has  been  set  for 
receipt  of  manuscripts,  which  are 
to  be  sent  to  Room  637,  150  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y.  The 
sponsoring  groups  are  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  S  e  r  vi  c  e  , 
through  its  Department  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations  and  Local 
Church  Activities,  and  the  Student 
Department  of  the  mission  board. 


“Obstacles  to  the  development  of 
the  Christian  home  peculiar  to 
Korea  lies  largely  in  the  Confucian 
influence  which  is  so  largely 


Fayetteville  District  Meeting 


Fayetteville  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  held 
their  Annual  Meeting  in  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Rogers,  Ark., 
Mardh  28.  Twelve  local  women 
who  attended  the  Conference  meet¬ 
ing  in  Paragould,  discussed  the 
highlights  of  the  meeting,  bringing 
out  the  important  points  of  each 
speaker.  A  demonstration  of  our 
work  from  local  to  Division,  and 
the  “Book  of  Life”  were  given.  The 
Rogers  Woman’s  Society  served  a 
delicious  luncheon  at  noon. 

Mrs.  D.  N.  Misenhimer,  District 
Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life,  opened 
the  afternoon  session  with  a  devo¬ 
tional  on  steps  of  Christian  growth. 
The  Centerton  Society  extended  an 
invitation  to  hold  the  June  meet¬ 
ing  there.  Mrs.  Misenhimer  and 
Mrs.  Sam  McNair,  retiring  after 
many  years  of  service,  were  honor¬ 
ed  with  a  gift  of  money  for  mission 
and  corsages.  Each  responded  with 
words  of  appreciation. 

New  officers  elected  were  Mrs. 
Russell  Broyles  of  Farmington, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Joe  Backus  of 
Fayetteville,  CSR  and  LCA;  Mrs. 
Harold  Womack  of  Rogers,  spirit- 


dominant  still  even  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  families  and  in  the  leadership 
of  the  church,”  reports  Miss  Irma 
Highbaugh,  Kansas-born  mission¬ 
ary  leader  in  the  Republic  o  f 
Korea.  “Domination  of  the  father 
and  a  low  position  of  women  and 
children  are  so  frequent  as  to  con¬ 
stitute  an  obstacle.  ‘What  is  most 
needed  in  a  Christian  home?’ 
Often  brought  the  answer:  ‘Obed¬ 
ience.’  When  asked  obedience  of 
whom  for  whom  the  answer  was 
obedience  of  wives  to  husbands 
and  children  to  parents.  ‘Must  I 
obey  my  non-Christian  father  when 
he  orders  me  to  take  part  in  the 
non-Christian  ceremonies?’  is  asked 
over  and  over  by  youth.  Often 
panels  of  youth  themselves  decided 
that  one  could  not  marry  without 
father’s  permission  and  there  was 
a  strong  opinion  expressed  that 
suicide  was  the  only  way  out.  Per¬ 
haps,  most  devastating  was  the  dis¬ 
like  expressed  for  family  prayers 
because  father  always  conducted 
it,  and  no  one  else  had  a  chance  to 
read  the  Bible  or  pray.  The  whole 
of  it  belonged  to  father.  The  tend¬ 
ency  of  the  Korean  people  to  speak 
in  abstractions  far  remote  from  life 
is  another  obstacle  to  Christian 
family  living.” 


Women  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan  (Kyodan)  have 
been  the  most  active  group  in  sup¬ 
porting  the  home  mission  evangel¬ 
ism  program  of  the  church.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year  the  women  raised 
one  million  yen  toward  the  nine 
million  yen-  budget  for  home  mis¬ 
sion  work.  In  a  recent  meeting  in 
Tokyo,  chairmen  of  the  Women’s 
Departments  in  each  of  the  four¬ 
teen  districts  of  the  Kyodan  met 
with  the  national  Women’s  Depart¬ 
ment  committee  members  to  eval¬ 
uate  their  work  and  make  plans 
for  the  coming  year.  In  order  to 
train  women  of  the  church  for  their 
job  in  the  Christian  education  of 


ual  life;  Mrs.  Edith  Taylor  of 
Lincoln,  literature  and  publica¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Austin  of  Sulphur 
Springs,  supply  work;  and  Mrs. 
Lillian  Holt,  of  Springdale,  status 
of  women. 

Those  continuing  in  office  are 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Bent,  of  Fayetteville, 
president;  Mrs.  Leo  Schneider  of 
Springdale,  vice  president;  Mrs.  E. 
B.  Crain  of  Harmon,  recording  sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain  of 
Sulphur  Springs,  secretary  of  pro¬ 
motion;  Mrs.  Laura  Etta  Robertson 
of  Springdale,  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild;  Mrs.  Carl  Watson  of  Spring- 
dale,  children’s  work;  Mrs.  Archie 
Boyd  of  Berryville,  youth  work; 
Mrs.  George  Ivey  of  Springdale, 
student  work;  and  Mrs.  Roy  Bag- 
ley  of  Fayetteville,  missionary  per¬ 
sonnel. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  of  Benton- 
ville,  newly  elected  Conference 
president,  installed  the  of  f  i  c  e  r  s. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  three  wo¬ 
men  representing  twenty-three  so¬ 
cieties  attended. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Andrew, 

Acting  Secretary 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

There  was  a  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Pine  Grove  Church 
at  the  parsonage,  April  2,  and  a 
meeting  of  the  officers  oh  March 
28  just  prior  to  the  Bible  Study 
Hour.  This  study  was  a  resume  of 
the  last  week  in  the  life  of  Christ, 
led  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Alford. 


Miss  Mildred  Osment  has  been 
teaching  the  course,  “Introduction  to 
Five  Spiritual  Classics”  for  the 
women  of  the  Methodist  Churches 
of  Ft.  Smith.  Sessions  were  held  at 
St.  Paul’s  Church  the  week  of 
April  8. 


Twenty  five  members  attended 
the  regular  meeting  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  the  Van  Buren  First 
Church  April  3  at  the  church  with 
Circle  2  as  hostess.  Mrs.  George 
Crafton  led  the  devotional,  and 
others  on  the  program  were  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Vander- 
griff  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Johnson.  Mrs. 
J.  Y.  Dollar  reported  on  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  at  which  Mrs.  John¬ 
son  presented  the  love  offering  for 
the  20  members  from  this  society 
who  had  died. 

The  business  session  was  conduc¬ 
ted  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  McBride,  presi¬ 
dent. 


children  and  youth  in  the  home, 
there  will  be  six  district  training 
conferences  in  the  coming  year- 
These  conferences  are  part  of  the 
youth  empahsis  in  the  Koydan 
church  this  year.  The  women  will 
be  concerned  both  with  evangelism 
in  their  homes  and  evangelistic  ef¬ 
forts  to  reach  other  homes.  Plans 
are  being  made  for  closer  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  women  of  the 
church  and  women  missionaries  in 
their  areas.  Two  women  missionar¬ 
ies  will  be  appointed  to  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Women’s  Department  Commit¬ 
tee. 


ApML  12,  1956 


Pace  Eleven 


The  Farmer  Feeds  Us  All 


New  Links  In  The 

1956  Prayer  Chain 

In  India 

s 

6 

REV.  J.  T.  SEAMANDS* 


The  Prayer  Life  Movement  in  India  is  gaining  momentum  from  day 
to  day.  So  far  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  churches  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions  have  joined  the  Prayer  Chain,  and  each  day  brings  in  an  additional 
request  or  two  for  a  date  assignment.  Six  seminary  student  bodies  have 
each  accepted  a  24-hour  vigil  of  prayer.  The  American  Methodist  Church 
has  decided  to  conduct  a  continuous  prayer-Wigil  during  the  four  days  of 
their  Centennial  celebrations  in  Lucknow  in  the  month  of  October.  Arrange¬ 
ments  are  being  made  for  new  links  of  the  chain  to  be  forged  in  the  various 
hill  stations  while  the  mis^onaries  -■ — - - -  ■— 


are  on  vacation  in  the  month  of  May. 
One  Church  denomination  recently 
wrote  in  and  asked-  for  a  block  of 
twenty-seven  consecutive  days  for 
their  churches  to  participate  in  the 
prayer-vigils.  One  family  (with 
many  children)  wrote  in  and  said 
they  wanted  a  24-hour  vigil  just  for 
their  own  family  members.  One  in¬ 
dividual,  an  elderly  shtt-in  lady,  has 
accepted  the  assignment  of  praying 
by  name  each  day  for  the  chuich 
that  is  conducting  the  prayer  chain 
for  that  particular  day. 

Reports  which  are  coming  in  from 
the  participating  groups  tell  of  many 
spiritual  blessings  as  a  result  of  the 
hours  of  prayer.  At  the  final  hour 
during  one  prayer  chain,  eighty-five 
people  gathered  together  in  a  great 
service  of  praise  and  testimony.  One 
brother  testified  that  he  had  gained 
victory  over  a  habit  that  had  de- 
feated  him  for  many  years  in  his 
life.  One  sister  told  how  she  had 
been  reconciled  during  the  day  to 
her  father-in-law  with  whom  she 
had  not  been  on  speaking  terms  for 
almost  fifteen  years.  Many  others 
confessed  neglect  in  their  personal 
and  family  prayer  life  and  expressed 
their  determination  to  begin  a  new 
life  of  prayer  and  devotion. 

After  the  Prayer-vigil  in  his 
church,  one  pastor  wrote  in:  This 
was  the  first  time  in  the  sixty  years 
history  of  this  church  that  she  ever 
had  a  24-hour  prayer  vigil.  It  was 
gratifying  to  see  the  whole  congre¬ 
gation  gathering  together  for  the 
first  and  the  final  hours  with  a 
spirit  of  eagerness  and  expectancy. 
Many  have  expressed  to  me  their 
unspeakable  joy  through  this  day  ot 
prayer.  To  some  it  was  a  new  ex¬ 
perience  altogether.  They  were  re¬ 
born  into  the  prayer  life  this  day 
and  we  thanked  God  for  the  bless- 
ing  received.  I  feel  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  started  His  work  of  the 
Kingdom  in  this  Church.” 

*Rev.  J.  T.  Seamands  is  a  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sionary  now  stationed  in  Belguam,  India. 


Television  may  have  its  effect  on 
college  lectures.  Dr.  Wilford  Payne, 
Professor  of  Humanities  at  the  Mu¬ 
nicipal  University  of  Omaha,  who 
has  conducted  a  successful  TV 
course,  discovered  he  could  say  as 
much  in  15  minutes  on  TV  as  he  did 
previously  in  50  minutes  of  class¬ 
room  lecturing.  But  condensed  talks, 
like  condensed  magazines,  call  for 
more  preparation.  —  Highways  of 
Happiness 


RSV  CONCORDANCE 
IN  1957 

A  concordance  of  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  will 
be  ready  for  publication  in  1957 — 
just  five  years  after  RSV  publica¬ 
tion  and  23  years  earlier  than  had 
been  expected.  The  process  to  which 
James  Strong  once  devoted  30  years 
to  compile  his  Exhaustive  Concord¬ 
ance  of  the  King  James  Version — 
published  in  1894 — has  been  reduced 
by  science  to  120  hours. 

The  time-reducing  agent  is  Rem¬ 
ington  Rand’s  giant  Univac  Com¬ 
puter.  The  more  than  800,000  words 
in  the  1952  translation  have  been 
recorded  on  four  metal  magnetic 
tapes  used  by  Univac.  As  the  words 
are  fed  into  the  electronic  data  pro¬ 
cessing  system,  the  computer  stores 
all  but  132  frequently  used  short 
words  in  its  mercury  “memory”  and 
arranges  the  stored  words  alphabet¬ 
ically  along  with  their  context  and 
location  in  the  Bible — book,  chapter 
and  verse. 

Once  programmed,  tfte  Univac 
Central  Compueter  can  scan  all  four 
tapes  in  a  little  more  than  15 
minutes,  producing  with  the  speed 
of  light  any  item  of  information  for 
the 'printed  output.  It  will  record 
the  entire  concordance  on  tape  in 
about  120  hours.  The  tape,  in  turn, 
operates  the  Uniprinter  which  prints 
the  contexts  on  manuscript  sheet 
ready  for  typesetting. 


Twilight 

We  always  seem  to  think  of  twi¬ 
light  as  that  brief  interval  of  sober 
shadows  which  separates  the  bril¬ 
liance  of  the  day  from  the  darkness 
of  the  night.  For  centuries  poets 
have  written  of  its  tranquil  beauty, 
relating  in  prose  and  rhyme  how 
this  dusky  phase  of  the  evening 
calms  the  soul  of  man  and  fills  him 
with  quiet  joy  and  peace. 

I  remember  during  my  childhood 
days  on  the  farm  how  I  enjoyed  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  front  steps  after  the 
chores  were  done,  watching  the  set¬ 
ting  of  the  sun.  The  glowing  splen¬ 
dor  and  the  changing,  fading  radi¬ 
ance  of  the  colors  fascinated  me  and 
I  was  possessed  with  reverent  awe 
for  the  Divine  Being  who  created 
such  a  marvelous  universe.  For  a 
few  fleeting  moments  Heaven  was 
very  close  to  the  earth  and  the  world 
was  given  a  glimpse  of  its  limitless, 
unbounding  beauty. 


A  leading  industrialist  said  the  other  day:  “As  recently  as  fifty  years 
ago,  a  third  of  (America’s)  working  force  was  employed  in  agriculture, 
whereas  today  only  eleven  per  cent  of  our  people  are  on  the  farm.  Today 
we  find  that  the  great  majority  of  our  people  are  dependent  on  business 
activity  of  some  kind.”  If  we  are  looking  for  a  stable  econo'my,  are  we 
better  tied  up.  to  a  farm  that  will  always  feed  us,  or  to  a  machine  that 
can  produce  what  few  may  want  in  “hard  times”? 


In  grateful  acknowledgement  that  all  men  are  dependent  upon  Mother 
Earth  for  their  food,  homes  and  material  possessions,  churches  across  the 
nation  will  say  prayers  for  the  fruits  of  the  farmer’s  labor  on  Rural  Life 
Sunday  May  6.  This  observance  is  held  traditionally  on  Rogation  Sunday, 
the  fifth  after  Easter,  and  emphasizes  the  intimate  link  between  the  life  of 
the  church  and  the  cycle  of  seed  time  and  harvest. 

The  celebration  of  the  Rogation  Days  had  its  birth  more  than  1,500 
years -ago,  back  in  the  fifth  century  at  Vienne,  in  France,  when  the  people 
held  great  processions  and  called  upon  God  to  bless  the  land.  The  custom 
spread  from  France  all  over  the  continent  and  to  England.  In  this  countij 
the  first  Rural  Life  Sunday  to  highlight  the  meaning  of  Christianity  for 
country  living  was  observed  in  1929. 

Many  religious  bodies  take  part  in  the  service.  City  dwellers  and  those 
who  live  in  towns  and  upon  the  land  unite  in  special  prayers  when  the 
Sunday  morning  hour  is  set  aside  for  worship  service  and  sermon  centered 
about  the  spiritual  realities  of  rural  life. 

By  Norman  F. 

Simmons 

brief,  tremulous  moment  both  heav¬ 
en  and  earth  seem  poised  and  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  Voice  of  God  to  declare 
that  night  is  gone  and  day  is  begun. 
Then  with  unbridled  elation  the 
majesty  of  the  sunrise  begins. 

It  is  in  this  latter  manner  that  I 
like  to  think  of  the  twilight,  for  twi¬ 
light  has  had  too  many  associations 
with  oncoming  darkness  and  an  im¬ 
pending  conclusion  to  live  and  activ¬ 
ity.  I  cringe  whenever  I  hear  any¬ 
one  speak  sadly  of  the  “twilight 
years”  of  a  person’s  life.  They  seem 
to  think  the  best  years  are  past  for 
these  people  of  the  “twilight  years” 
and  that  they  have  begun  a  long, 
inescapable  downhill  walk  with  no 
chance  to  climb  again  to  the  summit 
of  the  mountain.  We  need  to  re¬ 
member  that  twilight  does  not  only 
mark  the  end  of  the  day;  it  als0 
marks  the  beginning. 


Then  with  a  regretful  heart  I 
watched  the  sun  disappear.  The  flat 
stillness  of  twilight  permeated  the 
evening  with  its  somber  prediction 
of  the  rapidly-approaching  night, 
bringing  with  it  an  air  of  almost  dis¬ 
mal  melancholia.  It  was  a  sharp 
contrast  to  the  wonder  of  the  sun¬ 
set.  The  singing  of  the  crickets  al¬ 
ways  took  a  long  time  to  drive  away 
the  tinge  of  sad  depression  which 
the  twilight  left  within  me. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of  twi¬ 
light,  one  that  I  much  prefer  to  that 
of  the  evening.  It  is  the  .full,  appre¬ 
hensive  period  that  marks  the  end  of 
the  night  and  triumphantly  an¬ 
nounces  that  a  new  day  is  about  to 
begin.  The  world  seems  unable  to 
contain  itself,  bursting  with  joyful 
anticipation  of  the  sunrise.  The 
shadows  begin  to  scurry  away  in 
complete  defeat  to  wherever  shad¬ 
ows  go  when  light  appears.  For  a 
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New  Parsonage  For  1st  Church  Newport 


Left  to  Right,  Dr.  M.  L.  Harris,  Chairman  of  Board  of  Trustees;  Rev. 
Van  W.  Harrell,  Pastor;  E.  D.  Sharp,  Charge  Lay  Leader  and  Judge  Andrew 
Ponder,  Chairman  of  Official  Board. 


The  picture  above  shows  break¬ 
ing  ground  for  a  new  parsonage  for 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  New¬ 
port,  Rev.  Van  W.  Harrell,  pastor. 
The  new  parsonage  will  be  located 
on  a  new  site  in  the  700  block  of 
Walnut  Street.  This  location  is 
several  blocks  from  the  church. 
The  present  parsonage,  on  the  same 
block  with  the  church,  will  be  torn 
down  or  moved  to  another  loca¬ 
tion. 

The  new  parsonage  will  be  a 
modern,  ranch  style  building,  com¬ 
pletely  up  to  date  in  every  way.  It 
will  have  three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
a  large  living  room,  dining  room, 


family  room,  kitchen  and  utility 
room  with  a  large  two  car  garage. 
The  building  will  be  of  red  brick 
and  will  be  finished  100  days  from 
mid-March. 

The  J.  I.  Dodd  Construction  Co., 
of  Newport  and  Batesville  are  the 
builders.  The  building  and  lot  will 
cost  approximately  $25,000,  a  large 
part  of  which  has  already  been 
raised. 

Work  on  the  church  includes  a 
new  roof,  painting  of  the  exterior 
and  some  inside  redecoration.  Forty 
members  have  been  received  into 
the  church  this  year. 


NEW  SANCTUARY  FOR 
FAIR  VIEW,  TEXARKANA 

The  Fairview  Methodist  Church, 
which  has  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Sitxeenth  and  Laurel  streets  for 
the  past  44  years,  is  being  torn 
down  to  make  way  for  a  new  sanct¬ 
uary.  Final  services  were  held  in 
the  church  on  Easter  Sunday. 

The  old  sanctuary  was  construc¬ 
ted  in  1912  when  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Cumins  was  pastor,  but  the  history 
of  Fairview  really  began  back  in 
1888,  when  the  church  was  found¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Hardy  (for 
whom  the  Hardy  Memorial  Metho¬ 
dist  *Church  cf  Texarkana  was 
named).  There  were  seven  charter 
members  of  Fairview.  Three 
daughters  of  one  of  these  mem¬ 
bers,  Mrs.  Nettie  Brady  House, 
joined  Fairview  at  an  early  age, 
and  are  still  members.  They  are 
Miss  Hula  House,  Mrs.  Roovie 
Walsh,  and  Mrs.  Joe  Spence. 

Over  20  cf  the  250  persons  who 
were  members  of  Fairview  when 
the  sanctuary  was  built  in  1912  are 
members  today.  The  oldest  active 
member  of  the  group  is  Mr.  J.  H. 
Moore,  who  still  is,  a  member  of  the 
choir.  Mr.  Moore*  along  with  Mr. 
W.  W.  Fisher  and  Mrs.  Ella  Dowd 
came  to  Fairview  in  1895. 

Some  of  the  others  who  were 
members  at  the  time  of  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  church  are,  Miss  Ona 
Willson,  Mrs.\  R.  A.  Bennett,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Floyd,  Mrs.  Laura  Hays,  Mrs. 
C.  B.  Scott,  Mrs.  Carrie  Norwood, 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Hale,  Mrs.  S.  L.  Sowards, 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Devlin  Fraser,  Mrs. 
Perry  Collom,  Dayton  Carpenter, 
Mrs.  Bert  McLain,  Walker  Mann, 
Mrs.  Leila  Erwin,  and  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Jester. 

The  cost  of  the  old  church  was 
$10,000,  but  the  'new  sanctuary  is 
expected  to  cost  over  $60,000.  A 
good  part  of  this  has  been  raised 
by  pledges,  offerings,  and  projects 
sponsored  by  the  people  of  Fair- 


West  Helena  Awards  Contract 
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The  contract  for  the  construction 
of  a  new  educational  building  for 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  West 
Helena,  was  awarded  to  tjie  Lee 
Fraser  Company,  McCrory,  f  o  1  - 
lowing 'opening  of  bids  .  on  March 
21,  according  to  Rev.  W.  Glen 
Bruner,  West  Helena  pastor.  The 
heating  contract  was  awarded  to 
the  J.  F.  Shelton  Co.,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  the  electrical  contract  to  the 
Helena  Electric  Co.,  and  the 
plumbing  to  the  Engineering  Serv¬ 
ice  Co.,  of  West  Helena.  Total  con¬ 
tract  cost  will  be  $44,155.80. 

Ground  for  the  i^ew  building  was 
broken  on  Wednesday,  April  4,  at 
the  building  site,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Forrest  City  District 
Superintendent,  Rev.  Otto  Teague, 
the  pastor  and  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee,  Ray  McCarty,  chairman, 
John  Moye,  Jr.,  Ralph  Bunch,  Her¬ 


bert  Mullen,  Mrs.  Herbert  Tedford, 
and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Wright.  Following 
the  ceremony  the  congregation  met 
in  the  church  basement  for  a  fel¬ 
lowship  supper  and  the  4th  quar¬ 
terly  conference. 

The  building  will  be  a  two-story  " 
brick  and  hadite  block  structure 
44’x60’  with  5280  square  feet  of 
floor  space.  It  will  house  the  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  department  of  the 
Church  School.  It  has  three  large 
assembly  rooms  and  eight  class¬ 
rooms  on  the  second  floor,  also 
two  rest  rooms.  The  ground  floor 
will  have  the  Nursery  which  has 
two  rooms  and  a  rest  room,  the 
Kindergarten  room'  25’xl6’  with  a 
rest  room,  a  lairge  church  parlor 
and  church  office,  two  rest  rooms 
for  adults  and  the  furnace  room. 
The  architect  is  Estes  W.  Mann  of 


Memphis,  Tenn. 

This  is  the  first  unit  of  a  long 
range  plan  which  calls  for  a  com¬ 
plete  new  plant.  The  second  unit 
will  be  a  new  sanctuary  which  is 
to  be  built  as  soon  as  the  educa¬ 
tional  building  is  free  of  debt.  The 
last  unit  will  be  a  fellowship  hall 
kitchen.  The  congregation  built  a 
modern  parsonage  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000  in  1952  under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  J.  J.  Decker. 

According  to  the  pastor,  “The 
church  has  enjoyed  a  steady  growth 
for  the  last  several  years.  The 
people  have  a  mind  to  work  and 
great  plans  for  the  future  and  with 
the  steady  increase  in  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  town  the  church  is  sure 
of  a  bright  future.  During  the  pres¬ 
ent  year  forty  new  members  have 
been  added  to  the  Church  Roll.” 


I 


My 

Competitor  Rev.  R.“X  TeeteP 

in  action  on  a  television  screen.  He 
had  a  half  dozen  skilled  actors  and 
musicians  that  put  on  the  show. 
They  were  assisted  by  a  number 
of  technicians  who  set  the  stage 
and  handled  the  mechanics  of  it. 
The  performance  was  sent  out  over 
the  facilities  of  a  powerful  station. 
And  it  probably  was  seen  and  heard 
by  a  million  people  comfortably 
seated  at  home.  The  conditions 
making  for  success  seemed  to  be 
near  perfect. 

The  purpose  was  to  concentrate 
the  attention  of  the  people  on  a 
certain  product  that  was  for  sale. 
Every  one  knows  how  the  sales 
talk  is  skilfully  slipped  into  the 
show.  It  doesn’t  matter  what  the 
product  was.  The  show  could  be 
used  equally  well  with  any  sort  of 
product. 

I  felt  that  the  competitor  had  all 
the  advantage.  All  of  my  assistants 
were  amateurs  and  for  the  most  part 
worked  without  pay.  As  for  myself, 
I  do  not  claim  any  great  amount  of 
expertness.  A  great  many  things 
have  to  be  done  and  they  are  often 
diverse  in  nature.  Time  and  energy 
cannot  be  centered  on  one  thing  only 
as  is  done  by  a  specialist'.  The 
only  bond  is  what  Lowell  called 
“the  thread  of  the  all  sustaining 
beauty,”  which  is  often  taxed  to 
the  utmost. 

But  in  one  respect  I  felt  superior. 
I  had  the  better  script.  Mine  was 
the  story  of  man  and  God  reaching 
for  each  other  down  through  the 
centuries.  And  of  course  the  devil 
lurking  around  as  the  villian.  It 
might  well  be  called  the  story  of 
the  eternal  triangle  of  the  soul  — 
a  spiritual  struggle.  No  man  can 
destroy  the  heroic  drama  of  it.  He 
may  make  a  comedy  or  a  farce  of 
himself  in  the  show  of  life,  but  not 
of  this  script.  It  can  be  used  in  be¬ 
half  of  only  one  product,  that  is 
spiritual  integrity.  “The  words  that 
I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit 
and  they  are  life.  My  words  shall 
not  pass  away.” 


view. 

Much  credit  for  the  success  of  the 
building  program  goes  to  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  H.  D. 
Ginther,  who  has  worked  faithfully 
helping  his  people  to  meet  their 
goal,  since  his  coming  to  Fairview 
two  years  ago.  Luther  Miller, 
chairman  of  the  building  commit¬ 
tee,  and  those  members  of  the 
committee,  also,  have  been  very  in¬ 
strumental  in  the  success  of  the 
program.  Members  of  the  building 
committee  include,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Ben¬ 
nett,  L.  J.  Thompson,  Ray  Hub¬ 
bard,  Travis  Holman,  J.  E.  Grimes, 
Charles  McMellon,  and  Frank 
Plumley. 

The  contract  for  the  construction 
of  the  new  building  has  been  let  to 
the  Phil  S.  Hardy  Construction  Co., 
and  it  is  hoped  that  members  of 
Fairview  will  be  able  to  worship  in 
their  new  sanctuary  sometime  in 
September.  Until  the  completion  of 
the  new  church,  services  will  be 
held  in  the  educational  building. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  SUB-DISTRICT  SINGS 
EASTER  CANTATA 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Conway-Perry  County 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Con- 
way-Perry  County  Sub-District  was 
held  on  Monday  night  at  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  at  Solgohachia  with  54 
present 

Churches  represented  were  Op- 
pelo,  Plumerville,  Overcup,  Perry- 
Perryville,  Morrilton  and  Solgoha¬ 
chia. 

The  worship  program  was  built 
around  the  life  of  Christ  from  his 
birth  through  His  death  and  resur¬ 
rection.  Taking  part  on  the  program 
were  Betty,  Jenwyl  and  Tolbert 
Horton,  Louise  and  Edith  Maxwell 
and  Sadie  Leach. 

After  a  short  business  meeting  a 
recreation  period  was  held. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
the  first  Monday  night  in  May  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Mor¬ 
rilton.  —  Louise  Maxwell,  Reporter. 

Grace  Curtis 

The  Grace  Curtis  Sub-District  met 
on  Monday  night,  March  12,  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Rector. 
Around  130  young  people  attended. 
A  council  meeting  was  held  before 
the  regularly  scheduled  program. 

The  president,  Ray  Goodwin,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  meeting. 
Martha  Dollins,  secretary,  read  the 
minutes.  The  president  announced 
that  election  of  officers  would  be 
held  next  month. 

Melva  English  of  the  host  church 
was  in  charge  of  the  devotional  ser¬ 
vice.  The  choir,  composed  of  young 
people  of  the  church,  led  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  singing  hymns. 

The  film,  “Far  From  Alone,”  pro¬ 
duced  for  the  Board  of  Temperance, 
was  shown.  It  was  an  excellent  pic¬ 
ture. 

Refreshments  were  served  in  the 
basement.  —  Publicity  Chairman. 


UNION  GROVE 
HAS  SINGING  CLASS 

The  Union  Grove  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  recently  sponsored  a 
singing  school  which  ran  for  20 
evenings.  Halys  Cathey  taught  the 
school  and  a  large  crowd  attended. 

The  group  sings  each  Tuesday 
evening  and  invites  other  young 
people  to  be  with  them.  —  Aliene 
Miles. 


An  Easter  cantata  “The  Story  of 
Easter”  by  Frederic  Fay  Swift,  was 
presented  by  the  New  Orleans  Sub- 
District  Choir  on  March  20,  at  Mun- 
holland  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  This  was  the  first 
major  public  performance  by  this 
choir  since  its  organization  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  Churches  represented  in  the 
choir  were:  Carrollton  Methodist, 
Gentilly  Methodist,  Lake  Vista 
Methodist,  Munholland  Memorial 
Methodist,  Parker  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist,  St.  Luke’s  Methodist,  and  Sec¬ 
ond  Methodist.  The  featured  soloists 
were:  Patricia  Holloway,  Elizabeth 
Gould,  and  Roger  Sims;  Narrator, 
Larry  Haag;  organist,  Sally  Murry; 
and  the  director,  Mrs.  Roland  K. 
Friedrich. 

This  program  was  followed  by  the 
district- wide  Mission  project  on 
Saturday,  March  24th.  At  this  time 
new  and  slightly  used  clothing  was 
collected  by  the  youth  of  each  lo¬ 
cal  church  and  brought  to  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church.  Here 
it  was  boxed  for  shipment  to  the 
Indian  Methodist  ministers  and 
their  families  in  Oklahoma.  This 
project  was  in  response  to  an  ap¬ 
peal  by  Dr.  Dewey  D.  Etchieson 
and  Dr.  H.  W.  Anderson,  District 
Superintendents  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission  field. 


YOUTH  WORK 
FILMSTRIP  UNDER 
CONSIDERATION 

A  sound  filmstrip  interpreting 
the  work  of  an  adult  worker  with 
youth  is  being  planned.  The  radio 
and  Film  Commission  is  working 
with  a  committee  of  representatives 
from  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  and  the  Editorial  Division, 
Board  of  Education,  to  develop  a 
script  for  the  filmstrip. 

The  filmstrip  will  be  the  first  in 
a  series  of  eight  being  planned  on 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 
Four  of  the  filmstrips  will  be  pro¬ 
duced  for  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church  and  four  for  the  Editorial 
Division. 

The  present  project  is  for  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  local  Church. 


RECREATION  CENTER 
SETS  UP  SPRING 
PROGRAM 

The  Douglasville  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  Recreation  Center,  which 
has  been  in  operation  since  January 
1955,  has  set  up  its  spring  program. 
The  program  is  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  Recreational  Commission 
chairman,  Richard  Adkins,  and 
adult  councilors,  J.  H.  Douglass  and 
J.  C.  Hicks. 

The  center,  located  in  the  church 
basement,  was  organized  as  a  com¬ 
munity  project  with  its  doors  open 
to  all  youth  of  the  community  each 
Saturday  evening.  The  meeting 
room  has  table  tennis,  shuffle  board 
and  other  facilities  for  indoor  re¬ 
creation.  An  outdoor  playground  is 
provided  for  the  summer  months 
which  has  badminton,  volley  ball, 
and  horseshoe  courts.  A  Coke  bar  is 
being  established  in  the  center  with 
drink  and  candy  dispensing  ma¬ 
chines.  Any  profit  derived  from  this 
source  will  be  used  for  operating 
expense  of  the  center. 

All  recreation  periods  are  super¬ 
vised  by  at  least  two  adults.  The 
following  supervisors  have  been 
selected  for  the  spring  season:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elmer  Luce,  Mrs.  Roy 
Finch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Jay,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Hicks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeArmand 
Wagner,  Mrs.  Herman  Cole,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Douglass,  Mr.  Homer 
Allbritton,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Douglass.  The  program  will  feature 
such  events  as:  A  weiner  roast,  a 
tacky  party,  night  egg  hunt,  movies 
and  game  nights.  —  Dalene  Meuwly, 
Reporter,  Douglasville  M.Y.F. 


CONFERENCES  ON  YOUTH 
SUMMER  AGENCIES 

During  January  and  February  six 
conferences  on  youth  summer  agen¬ 
cies  sponsored  by  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment  of  the  General  Board  of 
Education  were  held. 

General  purpose  of  the  confer¬ 
ences  was  to  provide  consultation 
between  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  and  the 
leadership  of  the  camp,  institute 
and  assembly  programs  in  the  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

The  COYSAs  were  held  in  care¬ 
fully  selected  locations  so  as  to  reach 
the  entire  church  with  opportunities 
for  training  and  planning  for  youth 
summer  agencies.  More  than  three 
hundred  have  attended  so  far. 
COYSAs  were  held  in  the  following 
places:  New  York  City;  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as;  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Arroyo  Grande, 
California;  Portland,  Oregon;  and 
Denver,  Colorado.  Two  are  schedu¬ 
led  in  the  north  central  region  in 
January  1957. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Bell  of  the 
Youth  Department  staff,  who  has 
responsibility  for  promoting  the 
conferences  on  youth  summer  agen¬ 
cies,  said:  “We  believe  these  con¬ 
sultations  helped  to  acquaint  every¬ 
one  with  problems  in  this  phase  of 
our  work  and  with  resources  to 
improve  the  youth  summer  agencies. 
There  has  been  a  genuine  desire 
to  share  and  work  together.” 

Rene  F.  Pino  and  the  Rev.  Wal¬ 
lace  Chappell  of  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  shared  in  the  leadership  of 
most  of  the  COYSAs,  and  the  Rev. 
Glenn  Mingledorff,  Miss  Emeline 
Crane  and  the  Rev.  Harold  Ewing 
served  in  one  of  them. 

During  1955  more  than  100,000 
young  people  attended  more  than 
800  camps,  institutes  and  assemblies 
for  seniors  and  older  youth. 


THE  PURPOSE  OF 
OUR  CAMPS 

Methodist  Church  Camps  are 
planned  to  supplement  the  program 
of  Christian  education  of  the  local 
church  as  we  seek  to  guide  persons 
in  Christian  growth.  To  this  end 
we  provide  experiences  of  small- 
group  living  in  the  out-of-doors, 
with  opportunities  for  discoveries,’ 
sharing,  worship  and  study.  Groups 
of  all  ages  find  here  the  resources 
and  inspiration  for  growth  in  Chris¬ 
tian  purpose  and  commitment.  __ 
From  Let's  Go  Camping,  a  leaflet 
promoting  the  summer  camp  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Oregon  Conference. 


Probably  half  the  people  who  are 
sick  today  need  the  scalpel  of  the 
Spirit  more  than  they  need  sulfa, 
Pentecost  more  than  penicillin,  as¬ 
piration  more  than  aspirin,  medita¬ 
tion  more  than  medication,  prayer 
more  than  pills,  and  salvation  more 
than  streptomycin. — J.  Lester  Mc¬ 
Gee,  “Religion’s  Gifts  to  Healing,” 
Pastor,  2-’56 


CALL  OR  SEE  FRED  KELLEY 

about  insurance  on  your  home,  car, 
or  furniture.  Agent  for  Old  Line 
Co.’s.  NLR  REALTY.  312  E.  Broad¬ 
way,  No.  Little  Rock,  FR  2-1848. 


GRADUATE  NURSE  WANTED— Meth¬ 
odist  Home  Hospital.  -Excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  full-time  Christian  service. 
Good  Christian  environment,  new  build¬ 
ing,  completely  air-conditioned.  Work 
five  days  a  week.  Permanent  position. 
Salary  according  to  ability.  Vacancy 
caused  by  nurse  going  into  another 
field.  Write  or  call  Rev.  L.  D.  Haughton, 
Superintendent,  815  Washington  Avenue, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

. 

People  60  to  80: 
Tear  Gat  This  Ad 

.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  to  find  out 
how  you  can  still  apply  for  a  $1,000 
life  insurance  policy  to  help  take 
care  of  final  expenses  without  bur¬ 
dening  your  family. 

You  handle  the  entire  transaction 
by  mail  with  OLD  AMERICAN  of 
KANSAS  CITY.  No  obligation'.  No 
one  will  call  on  you! 

Write  today,  simply  giving  your 
name,  address  and  age.  Mail  to  Old 
American  Ins.  Co.,  1  West  9th,  Dept. 
L1607C,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


WHOLESALE  PRICES 
ALL-STATE  SUPPLY.  INC. 

1401  W.  Capitol  -  Llttla  Rock,  Ark. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


OBITUARIES 

ENLOE — R.  T.  Enloe,  Jr.,  age  50, 
suffered  death  in  a  fire  which  razed 
the  Pan-Am  bulk  plant  of  which  he 
was  manager  in  Mansfield,  La.,  on 
February  27.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  from  the  Drewett  Funeral 
Home  in  Mansfield  by  Rev.  Marlin 
W.  Merrill  and  Rev.  George  W.  Har- 
buck.  Survivors  include  his  wife; 
his  son,  Ted;  his  daughter,  Kay;  his 
mother,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Enloe,  all  of 
Mansfield,  and  his  brother,  James, 
of  Henderson,  Texas. 

Mr.  Enloe  served  as  chairman  of 
the  Official  Board  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Mansfield  for  nine 
and  one-half  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
high  ideals  and  great  Christian  de¬ 
votion.  He  worked  untiringly  for  his 
church.  He  was  always  progressive 
in  his  thinking  and  his  planning  for 
the  advancement  of  the  work  of  the 
church  was  sound.  He  could  be 
counted  on  to  put  the  best  interest 
of  the  church  and  the  kingdom  first 
in  his  thinking.  He  was  the  kind  of 
churchman  that  has  made  Meth¬ 
odism  strong.  His  Christian  ideals 
were  also  the  basis  of  his  work  as 
a  citizen.  He  was  always  working 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  state  as  he  saw  them. 
In  his  passing  we  have  lost  one  of 
our  finest  citizens. 

The  church  and  community  have 
been  made  better  because  of  his  life 
and  his  influence  will  bless  us  for 
years  to  come. — Merlin  W.  Merrill 


McBRIDE  —  Mrs.  Dora  McBride, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Tom  Sewell  of  Tex¬ 
arkana,  died  on  February  15,  in  a 
hospital  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  after  an 
illness  of  a  few  months.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Bride  had  made  her  home  with  her 
son,  W.  B.  McBride,  in  Jackson,  hav¬ 
ing  moved  there  with  him  from  Tex¬ 
arkana  ten  years  ago.  She  was  a 
native  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  and 
had  lived  most  of  her  life  in  Miller 
County. 

In  1883,  Mrs.  McBride  was  married 
to  Charles  McBride  who  died  several 
years  ago.  She  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  when  quite  young,  and  was 
the  last  charter  member  of  the 
Pleasant  Hill  Methodist  Church, 
near  Texarkana.  She  was  a  devout 
Christian  and  mother,  always  giving 
of  her  time  and  love  to  others.  She 
served  as  Sunday  School  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  Church 
for  many  years. 

Although  she  was  blind  for  the 
last  eight  years  of  her  life,  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Bride  still  enjoyed  her  many  friends 
and  the  radio. 

In  addition  to  her  daughter  and 
her  son,  Mrs.  McBride  is  survived 
by  a  number  of  grandchildren  and 
great-grandchildren. 

Rev.  H.  D.  Ginther  and  Rev.  Clyde 
Swift  conducted  the  funeral  services. 
—A  Friend 


SMITH— Mrs.  Floyd  Smith  of  the 
Pleasant  Valley  community  passed 
away  on  February  20.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Pleasant  Valley 
Methodist  Church  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  in  the  church¬ 
yard.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus¬ 
band,  Floyd,  and  three  children, 
Jimmie,  Nina  Sue  and  Charles. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  the  mother  in  one 
of  the  most  ideal  homes  I  have 
known.  She  had  poise  and  patience 
and  a  sweetness  of  spirit  that  en¬ 
deared  her  to  everyone  who  knew 
her. 

The  church  has  lost  a  faithful 
member,  the  community  a  kind, 
thoughtful  neighbor  and  the  home  a 
loving  and  understanding  mother; 
such  a  mother  whose  children  will 
rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 

Other  survivors  are  her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Gamble  and  one 
sister  and  one  brother. 

Assisting  in  the  funeral  service 
was  a  former  pastor,  Rev.  Floyd  Mc¬ 
Carty. — George  L.  Cagle 


TRIBBLE  —  Mrs.  Martha  Lotitia 
Tribble  was  born  on  April  2,  1863, 
at  Shelby ville,  Tenn.,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Rogers  on  March  7, 
1956,  at  the  age  of  93  years,  11 
months  and  five  days. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hayes  Mc- 
Farlin.  On  January  26,  1879,  she  was 
married  to  Allen  Y.  Tribble  who 
died  on  April  26,  1924.  They 
had  three  children  all  of  whom  are 
living  in  Rogers,  namely:  Mrs.  Alice 
Tribble  Pace,  Henry  Tribble  and 
Miss  Sadie  Tribble. 

In  the  fall  of  1881  several  fam¬ 
ilies,  mostly  kinfolks,  including  the 
McFarlins,  Tribbles  and  Thomases, 
left  Tennessee  by  wagon  train  com¬ 
ing  to  Northwest  Arkansas  and  set¬ 
tled  at  Rogers  which  was  then  a 
small  town,  having  been  built  by 
the  coming  of  the  Frisco  railroad 
which  in  turn  had  reached  there  in 
May  of  that  year. 

For  75  years  Mrs.  Tribble  lived 
at  Rogers  watching  the  town  grow 
from  a  few  settlers  to  a  city  of  ap¬ 
proximately  6000  inhabitants. 

These  early  families  which  came 
from  Tennessee  were  Methodists. 
Finding  that  the  Methodists  did  not 
have  a  church  in  Rogers,  they,  with 
others,  proceeded  to  organize  one. 
The  first  church  met  in  Osborne  Hall 
on  North  First  Street.  The  next  year 
they  buiit  and  moved  into  a  frame 
building  on  North  Second  Street, 
then,  in  1890  into  a  substantial  brick 
building  which  they  had  built  on 
Cherry  Street  in  the  south  part  of 
town.  In  1907  the  church  moved  in¬ 
to  a  beautiful  new  and  larger  build¬ 
ing  on  the  corner  of  Elm  and  Third 
Streets,  the  present  location  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Trib¬ 
ble’s  husband  had  made  a  beautiful 
pulpit  for  the  old  church  on  Cherry 
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Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

"In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district" 


Street.  When  they  moved  to  the 
new  and  present  location  this  pulpit 
was  also  moved  and  continues  to 
serve  well  after  a  half  century  of 
service. 

Mrs.  Tribble  was  the  last  sur¬ 
viving  charter  member  of  the  Rogers 
Methodist  Church.  Her  funeral  was 
conducted  on  Sunday,  March  11,  by 
her  pastor,  Rev.  Harold  D.  Womack, 
and  Rev.  William  Sherman,  who  was 
her  pastor  in  1891-92.  Each  paid 
loving  tributes  to  her  long  and 
beautiful  life,  calling  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  her  home  had 
been  not  only  a  place  of  first  wel¬ 
come  to  every  new  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  but  had  always  been  a  place 
of  friendly  resort  for  all  Methodist 


ministers.  The  Methodist  Church 
and  its  ministry  lost  a  dear  friend 
and  helper  with  the  passing  of  this 
member.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Rogers  Cemetery. — Contributed 
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Modern  family 
minus  electricity 


What  would  you  tlo  without  low-price  elec¬ 
tricity  in  your  home?  Well— you  could  use 
candles.  And  build  fires.  And  substitute  elbow- 
grease  for  all  the  jobs  electricity  does  auto¬ 
matically.  If  you  did,  you  would  be  reminded 
quickly — and  forcefully — bow  much  electricity 
does  for  so  little  cost. 

Electricity  is  the  biggest  bargain  in  your 
family  budget.  What  else  gives  you  such  value 
in  comfort,  health,  ease  and  fun? 

Keeping  electricity  high  in  usefulness,  low 
in  price  is  the  main  job  of  independent 
electric  companies  like  this  one. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Letson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  APRIL  22,'  1956 

“SUFFERING  FOR  THE  FAITH” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts  6:8- 
10;  Acts  7:51-60. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “For  the  sake  of  Christ  you 
should  not  only  believe  in  him  but  also  suffer  for  his  sake." 

(Philippians  1:29) 


This  is  the  third  lesson  of  four- 
sessions  UNIT  IX:  “EMPOWER¬ 
MENT  FOR  HARD  TASKS.”  The 
general  ^im  of  the  unit  is  “to  lead 
adults  to  discover  the  need  for  di¬ 
vine  empowerment,  to  wait  for  that 
power;  and  to  put  it  to  use  for  God’s 
glory.” 

The  first  lesson  of  the  unit  showed 
the  relationship  between  the  church 
and  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  called  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  the-  Holy 
Spirit  is  the  source  of  divine  power 
and  that  all  Christians  need  this 
power  for  successful  spiritual  liv¬ 
ing.  ,  . 

One  of  the  big  things  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  is  witnessing.  The  second 
lesson  dwelt  with  this  subject.  One 
can  witness  by  word,  deed,  attitudes, 
and  the  very  atmosphere  of  a  Christ- 
filled  personality.  It  takes  courage 
for  such  witnessing,  and  that  cour¬ 
age  comes  from  the  indwelling  Holy 
Spirit. 

That  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today  “Suffering  for  the  Faith”. 
According  to  Adult  Student  the  aim 
of  this  lesson  is  “to  show  that  suf¬ 
fering  for  one’s  convictions  is  in¬ 
evitable  in  the  Christian  life.” 

Suffering  is  one  of  th6  big  it6ms 
of  life.  No  human  can  possibly  get 
by  without  it.  In  fact  suffering  is 
as  universal  as  conscious  life.  It 
is  present  among  lower  creatures  as 
well  as  among  human  beings. 

There  are  several  types  of  suf¬ 
fering.  One  type  is  brought  on  by 
the  misdoings  and  sins  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  in  question.  People  reap 
what  they  sow.  There  are  laws  of 
health  as  well  as  spiritual  laws  and 
no  one  can  break  any  of  these  laws 
without  suffering  the  consequences 
of  so  doing.  There  is  a  sense  in  which 
sin  always  carries  with  it  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  its  own  punishments,  and 
that  is  true  whether  the  sin  be  of 
the  flesh  or  of  the  spirit. 

Another  type  of  suffering  is  that 
which  is  occasioned  by  the  misdoing 
of  others.  Sometimes  people  delib¬ 
erately  set  out  to  make  others  suf¬ 
fer  and  they  often  accomplish  their 
end.  Then  at  other  times  people  do 
things,  not  with  the  intention  of 
making  others  suffer,  but  it  works 
out  that  way.  That  is  especially  true 
when  a  mother  greatly  loves  a  child, 
and  the  child  does  something  that 
breaks  the  mother’s  heart. 

The  two  highest  types  of  suffer¬ 
ing  are  those  occasioned  by  com¬ 
passion  and  vicariousness.  Compas¬ 
sionate  suffering  is  when  one  suf¬ 
fers  with  others,  while  vicarious  suf¬ 
fering  is  when  one  suffers  for  or  in 
the  place  of  others.  Our  lesson  to¬ 
day  has  to  do  with  suffering  of 
these  higher  types. 

A  Look  at  The  Scriptures 

Our  lesson  today  deals  with  the 
first  Christian  martyr,  Stephen. 
This  man  was  a  Jew,  but  he  was 
what  was  known  as  a  Hellenist; 
one  who  grew  up  outside  of  Pales¬ 
tine  and  spoke  the  Greek  language 


and  practiced  Greek  customs.  There 
were  literally  hundreds  of  thous¬ 
ands  of  these  Jews  at  that  time. 
Many  of  them  continued  to  live  out¬ 
side  of  Palestine  and  only  came  to 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  the  great 
feasts,  while  others  made  their  per¬ 
manent  homes  in  and  around  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

These  Jews  came  to  Palestine 
from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world 
of  that  time.  They  spoke  the  lan¬ 
guages  and  practiced  the  customs 
of  the  people  with  whom  they  had 
formerly  lived.  These  Jews  differed 
quite  a  bit  from  the  Jews  who  had 
spent  all  of  their  lives  in  Palestine. 
Not  only  did  they  differ  in  language 
and  customs,  they  also  differed  in 
religion.  All  of  their  religion  was 
Judaism  but  there  were  different 
groups  within  this  religion  just  as 
there  are  many  different  denomi¬ 
nations  within  Christianity  today. 
At  the  time  of  the  martyrdom  of 
Stephen  there  were  460  synagogues 
in  Jerusalem.  This  doesn’t  mean  that 
they  all  differed  from  each  other, 
but  many  of  them  did.  There  were 
many  different  shades  of  belief 
within  Judaism  just  as  there  are 
many  denominations  within  Chris-  v 
tianity  today. 

Christianity  began  its  work  by 
carrying  on  a  lot  of  charity  among 
the  poor,  especially  the  widows  and 
orphans.  There  was  quite  a  bit  of 
jealousy  between  the  Palestinian 
Jews  and  the  foreign  born  Jews. 
These  foreign  born  Jews  felt  that 
their  widows  and  orphans  were  be¬ 
ing  discriminated  against  in  the  di¬ 
vision  of  the  material  contributed 
for  the  help  of  the  poor. 

The  Apostles  were  so  busy  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  that  they  didn’t 
have  time  to  look  after  this  matter 
and  so  they  appointed  seven  men, 
who  came  to  be  called  deacons,  to 
take  care  of  it.  One  of  these  men 
was  Stephen.  He  rapidly  developed 
into  one  of  the  greatest  preachers 
of  that  time. 

Not  only  was  Stephen  a  great 
preacher  but  he  was  very  plain 
spoken.  He  soon  got  into  trouble 
with  the  authorities.  He  was  ar¬ 
rested  and  brought  before  the  San¬ 
hedrin.  He  pled  his  own  case  before 
this  court.  He  harshly  accused  his 
persecutors  and  made  them  very 
angry.  They  determined  to  put  him 
to  death.  They  had  witnesses  to 
swear  that  Stephen  had  blasphemed 
God,  and  had  spoken  against  the 
law  of  Moses.  Blasphemy  was  pun¬ 
ishable  with  death. 

Most  of  the  executions  in  those 
days  were  done  by  stoning  the  vic¬ 
tims  Ifo  death.  Usually  those  who 
had  appeared  as  witnesses  against 
an  individual  had  the  privilege  of 
casting  the  first  stones  and  then  the 
others  joined  in  and  helped  carry 
out  the  execution. 

In  the  moment  of  his  death,  Ste¬ 
phen  declared  that  he  saw  heaven 
opened  and  Jesus  standing  on  the 


right  hand  of  God  the  Father.  With 
his  dying  breath,  he  commended 
his  spirit  to  Christ  and  prayed  for 
those  who  were  killing  him.  His 
actions  at  this  time  were  very  sim¬ 
ilar  to  those  of  Christ  himself.  Ste-^ 
phen  will  always  be  remembered" 
as  the  first  of  all  the  Christian  mar¬ 
tyrs.  His  heroic  death  was  the  chief/ 
influence  in  converting  Saul  of  Tar¬ 
sus. 

Suffering  May  Be  Helpful 

Suffering  has  its  place  in  the 
world.  Of  course,  suffering  is  more 
than  pain,  but  pain  is  a  part  of  it 
anyway.  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  pain  serves  a  good  purpose  in 
the  world.  If  it  were  not  for  pain 
many  people  would  destroy  them¬ 
selves,  not  merely  by  committing 
suicide,  but  in  doing  things  that 
are  not  good  for  the  human  body.  It 
is  hard  enough  to  keep  many  people 
from  dojng  this  even  with  the  help 
of  pain.  If  it  were  not  for  pain, 
people  would  have  diseases  which 
they  were  not  aware  of,  and  that 
would  finally  destroy  life  itself. 

Again,  suffering  may  be  helpful 
in  the  building  of  character.  Note, 
the  writer  says,  “may  be  helpful”. 
There  is  a  possibility  of  it  working  - 
in  the  other  direction.  Characters 
are  sometimes  ruined  by  becoming 
imbittered  over  suffering.  Somehow 
we  all  feel  that  we  should  live  in 
ease  and  comfort.  This  is  especially 
true  when  we  love  and  try  to  serve 
God.  We  feel  that  he  should  prevent 
us  from  suffering.  We  fail  to  realize 
that  suffering  is  just  as  truly  a  part 
of  life  as  ease  and  comfort.  It  is 
true,  however,  that  there  are  far 
more  ease  and  comfort  in  the  world 
than  there  is  suffering.  Since  suf¬ 
fering,  as  well  as  ease  and  comfort, 
is  in  the  world,  it  seems  a  bit  strange 
that  we  are  always  writing  and 
talking  about  the  problem  of  suf¬ 
fering,  but  never  have  much  to 
say  about  the  blessings  of  ease  and 
comfort.  This  only  shows  that  we 
take  these  blessings  for  granted, 
and  somehow  feel  that  we  will  be 
delivered  from  suffering,  and  when 
it  does  come  our  way  we  feel  that 
we  are  being  imposed  upon.  That 
is  why  many  people  under  the  bur¬ 
den  of  suffering  become  imbittered 
both  toward  life  and  toward  God. 
This  attitude  is  destructive  of  char¬ 
acter. 

The  writer  has  said  all  the  above 
to  show  that  he  is  trying  to  be  fair 
with  the  question  in  hand,  but  after 
all  is  said  and  done,  he  fully  be¬ 
lieves  that  far  more  people  have 
been  made  good  by  suffering  than 
have  been  made  bad  by  it.  Think 
for  a  moment  of  the  best  Christian 
people  you  have  known  in  life;  isn’t 
it  a  fact  that  many  of  them  are  in¬ 
dividuals  who  have  done  a  great 
deal  of  suffering?  Paul  was  given 
his  thorn  in  the  flesh,  and  even 
though  he  had  the  power  to  raise 
others  from  the  dead  he  couldn’t 
get  his  own  thorn  removed.  He  made 
the  removal  of  the  thorn  a  matter 
of  earnest  prayer.  His  answer  from 
Christ  was  “My  grace  is  sufficient 
for  you,  for  my  power  is  made  per¬ 
fect  in  weakness.”  Paul  then  goes 
on  to  declare  that  he  is  glad  to  have 
the  thorn  since  it  brought  him  more 
power  from  the  Lord.  We  are  also 
told  in  the  Bible  that  Christ  himself 
was  made  perfect  by  suffering.  This 
doesn’t  imply  that  he  had  sin  in 
his  character,  but  rather  that  his 
character  was  brought  out  and 
seasoned  by  the  ordeal  of  suffering. 

In  Romans  8:18,  Paul  had  this  to 
say  about  the  matter  of  suffering, 

“I  consider  that  the  sufferings  of 
this  present  time  are  not  worth 
comparing  with  the  glory  that  is 
to  be  revealed  to  us.”  He  is  declar¬ 
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ing  here  that  this  suffering  wi 
make  people  better  and  bring  the 
a  greater  degree  of  glory  from  Godl 
and  suffering  will  do  that  very  thin 
if  it  is  accepted  in  the  right  spirit 
It  will  lead  us  closer  to  God. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  fact  tha- 
people  are  often  made  better  b 
suffering,  the  writer  wishes  to  eal 
attention  to  the  following:  Ther 
lived  in  a  certain  community  a  well* 
educated  well-to-do  man.  He  Wa« 
not  a  bad  person  but  he  wasn’t  g00cj 
He  was  spending  all  of  his  time  am 
training  and  effort  in  the  makin 
of  money.  Finally  he  came  doWr 
with  a  lingering  incurable  disease 
He  realized  that  he  would  live  Y 
pain  for  the  remainder  of  his  ljf( 
and  would  never  be  well  again,  h, 
began  to  pray.  He  saw  the  import* 
ance  of  putting  first  things  first.  H, 
had  a  wonderful  experience  and  be 
gan  to  live  a  Christlike  life.  Som 
of  his  friends  came  in  to  sympathy 
with  him.  He  appreciated  their  syr 
pathy,  but  he  went  on  tell  the 
that  he  did  not  need  it.  He  declare 
that  for  many  years  he  had  live 
wholly  for  the  material  side  of  lif. 
He  had  forgotten  that  he  had  a  sou, 
and  he  crowded  God  out  of- his  cal¬ 
culations.  Then  this  disease  came 
He  had  time  to  think  and  feevaluati 
life.  At  last  he  had  gotten  his  bear 
ings.  He  went  on  to  say  “This  dis 
ease  will  prove  a  blessing  in  dis 
guise.  It  will  be  the  means  of  m 
building  a  Christlike  character  am 
spending  eternity  in  the  beautifu 
place  he  has  gone  to  prepare  fo 
those  who  love  and  serve  him.” 

This  man’s  experience  has  bee 
that  of  hundreds  of  thousands  r 
others.  It  might  surprise  us  to  kno. 
just  how  many  fine  Christian  peopl 
there  are  on  the  earth  today  whi 
have  been  led  to  become  Christian! 
because  of  their  sufferings  or  wh< 
have  been  made  better  Christian 
because  of  them. 

Suffering  For  Convictions  Is 
Inevitable 

There  are  certain  convictions  thaj 
go  with  being  a  Christian.  Om 
can’t  be  a  true  follower  of  Christ 
and  avoid  standing  by  these  con 
victions.  Since  our  world  is  far  fro: 
being  perfect,  the  convictions  of 
true  Christian  are  bound  to  clasi 
with  those  of  the  people  of  thi 
world,  and  if  he  stands  by  his  con 
victions  he  will  suffer  persecution. 
Think  of  the  evils  going  on  in  thi 
world:  the  liquor  traffic;  the  gamb 
ling  craze;  the  narcotic  and  whiti 
slave  traffics.  One  can’t  possibly  b< 
a  true  follower  of  Christ  and  di 
nothing  about  these  evils,  and  tb 
very  moment  he  begins  to  do  some-j 
thing  about  them  he  will  be  criti-| 
cized  and  persecuted. 

Stephen  was  suffering  for  his  con-1 
victions.  He  stood  up  for  what  he 
knew  was  right:  It  cost  him  his  life 
John  the  Baptist  stood  up  for  hisj 
convictions  and  in  so  doing  he  los" 
his  head  but  he  saved  his  soul.  TW 
great  Apostle  Paul  had  about 
same  experience.  Christ  stood  u] 
for  his  convictions  and  was  naile1 
to  a  cross,  but  he  used  it  as  a  ladden 
by  which  he  mounted  the  thronq 
of  the  universe.  Literally  hundred^ 
of  thousands  of  Christians  have  be] 
come  martyrs  like  Stephen  as  the, 
stood  by  their  convictions.  Ther 
were  so  many  of  them,  and  then 
standing  firm  for  the  right  was 
a  blessing  to  the  early  church,  tha 
it  was  declared  that  “The  blood  o 
the  martyrs  was  the  seed  of 
church.” 

Christ  died  our  death  for  us  th 
we  might  live  his  life  for  him, 
we  are  ingrates  of  the  darkest  h 
if  we  fail  to  stand  for  the  thn1*1 
for  which  he  died.  / 
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The  late  Dr.  Paul  Hutchinson,  Chicago, 
C.  I.  Jones,  Donor  oj  Lectures. 

Dr.  Paul  Hutchinson,  editor  emeri¬ 
tus  of  The  Christian  Century,  died 
shortly  after  being  stricken  in  Beau¬ 
mont  on  last  Sunday.  Dr.  Hutchin¬ 
son  had  delivered  the  C.  I.  Jones 
Memorial  Lectures  at  the  Rayne v 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  last  week.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  were  visiting  friends  in 
Beaumont  at  the  time  of  his  sudden 
illness. 

In  New  Orleans  Dr.  Hutchinson 
had  spoken  on  the  general  topic  of 
“The  Churches  Facing  the  Crises 
of  These  Times”  delivering  lectures 
on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  evenings,  and  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  mornings. 

The  lectureship  was  established 
in  1949  by  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New 
Orleans,  as  a  memorial  to  her  hus¬ 
band,  the  late  C.  I.  Jones,  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  layman  and 
New  Orleans  businessman. 

On  Wednesday  at  noon,  Dr.  Hutch¬ 
inson  was  the  honored  guest  in  a 
downtown  cafeteria  at  a  luncheon 
attended  by  New  Orleans  ministers 
and  visiting  ministers  who  were  at¬ 
tending  the  lecture  series.  Following 
the  meal  Dr.  Hutchinson  spoke 
briefly  to  the  ministers  after  which 
there  followed  a  period  of  questions 
directed  to  Dr.  Hutchinson. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Mrs. 
Jones  held  an  open  house  in  her 
home  honoring  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hutch¬ 
inson. 

The  lecture  subjects  follow:  Ro- 
nian  Catholicism  on  the  Defensive; 
Homan  Catholicism  on  the  Offen¬ 
sive;  The  Struggle  Within  Greek 
Orthodoxy;  Toward  a  World  Prot¬ 
estantism;  American  Protestantism 
Today. 


1956  C.  I.  Jones  Lecturer,  and  Mrs. 


New  Orleans  District 
Incorporates  Foundation 

The  New  Orleans  District  recent¬ 
ly  established  a  Foundation  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  and  administer¬ 
ing  funds  chiefly  for  church  ex¬ 
tension  purposes,  according  to  Dr. 
Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent.  The  Founda¬ 
tion  has  been  incorporated  in  the 
Orleans  Parish. 

Bruce  K.  Brown  was  named  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foundation;  Dr.  Morris 
was  named  the  1st  vice-president, 
C.  B.  Prescott  2nd  vice-president, 
Taylor  Caffery,  secretary,  and  Hen¬ 
ry  Walthers,  Jr.,  treasurer.  Other 


La.  Coni.  Ministerial 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Ministerial  Training  held  its  an¬ 
nual  pre-conference  session  in  New 
Orleans  last  week.  The  Board  has 
the  responsibility  of  the  training  of 
candidates  for  the  ministry  and  in¬ 
quiring  as  to  the  satisfactory  prog¬ 
ress  of  conference  members  for  two 
years  following  their  being  received 
into  full  conference  membership. 

In  the  accompanying  picture  is 
shown  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex,  New  Orleans, 
chairman  of  the  Board,  seated  in 
the  center.  At  his  left  is  Rev.  Robert 
Crichlow,  Jennings,  Board  registrar, 
and  at  Dr.  Serex’s  right  is  Rev. 
George  Harbuck,  Shreveport,  treas¬ 
urer.  Other  Board  members,  left  to 
right,  are  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen, 
Shreveport;  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  La¬ 
fayette;  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Houma; 
Rev.  Jim  Whitaker,  Sulphur;  Rev. 
William  Mayo,  Tallulah;  and  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane,  Shreveport. 


VIRGINIA  BOBBITT 


directors  include  Alfred  M.  Barnes, 
Sr.,  Dr.  Carroll  F.  Gelbke,  Mrs.  C. 
I.  Jones,  George  D.  Williams,  and 
Walther  W.  May. 

According  to  the  charter  the  “ob¬ 
jects  and  purposes  of  this  corpora¬ 
tion  are  to  enable  Methodists  and 
other  persons  to  give  or  leave  mon¬ 
ey  for  Christian,  general  charitable 
and  eleemosynary  purposes;  to  se¬ 
cure  funds  for  the  use  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  general,  legacies  and 
bequests,  and  to  act  as  trustee  for 
the  property  or  funds  so  secured 
where  specific  instructions  are  giv¬ 
en  as  to  the  use,  either  of  principal 
or  of  income;  to  distribute  such 
funds,  or  the  income  from  such 
funds,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 
donor  where  the  use  is  designated; 
and  when  the  use  may  be  un- 


Sessions  were  held  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  at  the  St.  Charles 
Hotel. 

Rev.  Mr.  Chrichlow  announced 
that  the  next  Board  sessions  will 


For  the  third  time  in  recent  years 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  group  of  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Coushetta  has  become  the 
conference  winner  of  the  Essay 
Speech  Contest  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Temperance.  This  year’s 
contest  was  won  by  Virginia  Bob¬ 
bitt,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Bobbitt  of  Coushatta. 

Virginia  is  15  years  old,  and  will 
be  a  Junior  in  high  school  at  the 
beginning  of  another  school  term. 
She  is  very  active  in  school  affairs 
as  well  as  those  of  her  own  MYF 
and  church. 

The  subject  for  this  year’s  essay 
was  “THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  BEER.” 
Virginia  won  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  honors  at  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier  City  on  March 
9th,  and  thus  represented  the 
Shreveport  District  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  finals  in  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Alexandria  on  April  7th,  winning 
over  a  field  of  eight  contestants. 
Each  essay  was  judged  on  contents, 
research,  illustrative  material,  and 
presentation  by  three  judges  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Board  of  Temperance. 

Miss  Bobbitt  presented  her  essay 
before  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Baton  Rouge  on  April  10, 
and  she  will  have  the  honor  of  giv¬ 
ing  it  before  the  coming  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
which  meets  in  Shreveport  during 
the  last  week  of  May. 


designated  to  distribute  the  income 
in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  most 
advantageous  to  the  aims  of  this 
Foundation.” 


be  held  at  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  Monday, 
May  28,  2-5  p.m.,  to  interview  can¬ 
didates  for  Admission  on  Trial  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Training  Bd.  In  Pre-Conference  Session 


General  Conference  To 
Observe  Minnesota 
100th  Anniversary 

Indians,  lumberjacks  and  miners 
will  be  featured  in  a  dramatic  re¬ 
production  of  the  100  year  history 
of  the  Methodist  church  in  Minne¬ 
sota  at  “Minnesota  Night”,  to  be 
presented  in  the  Minneapolis  Audi¬ 
torium  on  April  28th  as  part  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Conference 
sessions  April  25th  to  May  9th.  The 
title  is  “The  North  Star  Calls”. 

Don  Stolz,  director  of  the  “Old  Log 
Theater”  on  Lake  Minnetonka  has 
written  the  script  which  portrays 
the  development  of  the  Methodist 
church  from  the  pioneer  missions  to 
the  Indians,  through  the  days  of  the 
immigrants  to  the  present  program 
of  the  church  in  serving  the  varied 
communities  of  the  North  Star  State. 

Jack  Huston,  production  manager, 
of  WCCO  radio  and  Rupert  LaBelle, 
CBS  radio  actor  will  be  narrators. 
Music  will  be  by  the  WCCO  orch¬ 
estra  directed  by  Wallace  Olson  and 
the  Hamline  University  choir  di¬ 
rected  by  Robert  Holliday. 

Each  of  the  413  Methodist  church¬ 
es  in  the  state  has  been  invited  by 
Rev.  George  Chant,  Richfield  com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  to  participate  in 
the  pageant. 

The  Division  of  National  Missions, 
Philadelphia,  is  cooperating  in  this 
interpretation  of  the  century  of  mis¬ 
sionary  service  to  the  various  cul¬ 
tural  groups  which  make  up  Minne¬ 
sota’s  history. 

Although  the  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  and  pioneer  preachers  were  at 
work  in  the  state  more  than  a 
century  ago,  the  churches  were  not 
organized  into  the  Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference  until  1856  at  Red  Wing, 
Minnesota,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi. 


Methodism’s  Quadrennial  Gen’l  Conference  Convenes  Next  Week 


Bishop  Welcomes 
Delegates  To 
Minneapolis 


Good  language  alone  will  not  save 
mankind.  But  seeking  the  things 
behind  the  names  will  help  us  to 
understand  the  structure  of  the 
world  we  live  in.  Good  language 
will  help  up  to  communicate  with 
one  another  about  the  realities  of 
our  environment,  where  now  we 
speak  in  alien  tongues.  —  Stuart 
Chase,  Modern  Language  Journal 


BISHOP  D.  STANLEY  COORS 

Bishop  D.  Stanley  Coors,  St.  Paul, 
resident  Bishop  of  the  Minnesota 
Area  has  extended  the  following  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  2,000  delegates  and 
visitors  expected  for  the  General 
Conference  sessions  in  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  Auditorium  April  25-May  9. 

“The  Minnesota  Area,  with  its  413 
Methodist  Churches  and  110,000  loy¬ 
al  members,  extends  a  most  cordial 
welcome.  We  have  planned  happily 
for  your  coming. 

“The  General  Conference  will  have 
special  significance  for  Minnesota 
Methodism  inasmuch  as  1956  marks 
the  centennial  of  the  organization  of 
the  Minnesota  Methodist  Annual 
Conference.  We  are  praying  and  ex¬ 
pecting  that  the  coming  sessions  will 
bring  an  abiding  inspiration  to  all 
who  share  in  them.” 

Before  his  election  to  the  Epis¬ 
copacy  in  1952  Dr.  Coors  was  for  14 
years  the  pastor  of  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Lansing,  Michigan. 
He  has  recently  been  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Minnesota  Council  of 
Churches. 


Louisiana  Conference  Delegation  Headed  By  Two  Ministers 


According  to  those  who  keep  up 
with  these  things,  only  once  before 
in  this  section  of  the  country  have 
two  General  Conference  delegates 
been  elected  on  the  same  ballot  with 
the  same  number  of  votes,  but  it 
happened  last  June  during  the  bal¬ 
loting  for  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Dr.  Guy  Hicks,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  Dr.  William  E.  Trice,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  University  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  were  elected 
on  the  second  ballot  with  116  votes 
each.  It  is  reported  that  the  same 
thing  happened  years  ago  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  but  the  exact 
year  and  who  was  involved  have  not 
been  determined  yet  by  necessary 
research. 

Dr.  Lud  Estes,  secretary  of  the 
General  Conference,  in  answering 
an  inquiry  of  this  publication  re¬ 
cently,  stated  that  such  a  coinci¬ 
dence  happened  occasionally,  and 
that  one  of  the  North  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  annual  confer¬ 
ences  had  experienced  the  same 
thing  last  spring. 

According  to  Dr.  Hicks  and  Dr. 


Trice,  they  will  share  the  chairman¬ 
ship  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Dr.  Guy  Hicks,  Ruston.  and  Dr.  William  E.  Trice ,  Baton  Rouge,  who  share 
chairmanship  of  Louisiana  General  Conference  Delegation. 


Methodist  Information 
Minneapolis,  Minn. — One  of  the  country’s  oldest  legislative  bodies,  the 
General  Conference  of  The  Methodist  Church,  will  open  its  quadrennial 
sessions  here  April  25  with  delegates  from  around  the  world  in  attendance 
Plenary  sessions  will  be  held  in  Municipal  Auditorium.  Adjournment 
is  tentatively  set  for  May  9,  pending  completion  of  the  legislative  docket. 

The  conference  dates  back  to  1784  as  the  denomination’s  supreme  law 
and  policy-making  body.  Previously,  the  work  in  America  was  a  colonial 
enterprise  of  British  Methodism. 

Voting  members  will  number  766  ministerial  and  lay  delegates,  equally 
divided,  it  was  announced  by  the  conference  secretary,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lud 
H.  Estes,  Memphis,  Tenn.  The  group  will  include  81  women  and  71  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  overseas  connections. 

Delegates  were  elected  by  regional  conferences  to  represent  9,313,278 
members  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States  and  its  territories 
and  more  than  600,000  in  other  countries.  These  figures  do  not  include 
approximately  2,000,000  preparatory  members. 

At  least  25  countries  will  be  represented  by  delegates  or  fraternal 
messengers,  Dr.  Estes  said. 

. =  —  Non-voting  groups  will  include  75 

bishops,  the  nine-man  Judicial 
Council  or  “supreme  court”  which 
interprets  church  law,  executives  of 
administrative  boards  and  agencies 
who  will  serve  as  consultants,  and 
spokesmen  for  other  denominations 
and  the  National  and  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

Bishops  preside  over  plenary  ses¬ 
sions  but  have  no  vote  or  voice  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  traditional  episcopal  ad¬ 
dress,  a  collective  utterance  on  the 
“state  of  the  church.”  Signed  by  all 
the  bishops,  the  lengthy  document 
will  be  read  on  the  first  evening  by 
Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Corson  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia. 

The  conference  will  open  with  the 
Sacrament  of  Holy.  Communion  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  bishops  under  the 
direction  of  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt, 
St.  Louis,  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Gov.  Orville  Freeman  of  Minne¬ 
sota  and  host-Bishop  D.  Stanley 
Coors,  St.  Paul,  will  welcome  the 
delegates  and  visitors  at  the  first 
plenary  session. 

The  conference  will  mark  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  Bishop  W.  Earl  Ledden, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  as  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  succeeding 
Bishop  Clare  Purcell  of  Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Delegates  will  review  and  plan  the 
general  work  of  the  church,  and 
consider  a  record  number  of  “me¬ 
morials”  or  petitions  for  specific 
legislative  action. 

More  than  3,000  memorials  have 
been  filed  for  reference  to  16  com¬ 
mittees,  Dr.  Estes  said.  They  range 
from  minor  changes  in  church  lav/ 
to  such  controversial  issues  as  racial 
segregation  and  full  clergy  rights  for 
women  preachers. 

The  issue  of  racial  segregation  is 
expected  to  provoke  considerable 
debate  on  the  conference  floor.  Dr. 
Estes  said  that  more  than  100  me¬ 
morials  relate  to  proposals  to  abol¬ 
ish  or  retain  the  church’s  Central 
Jurisdiction,  composed  of  360,000 
Negroes. 

The  conference  will  also  act  upon 
proposals  to  increase  support  of  the 
church’s  several  missionary,  educa¬ 
tional  and  philanthropic  agencies  for 
which  a  total  of  $56,744,000  was 
raised  last  year. 

Special  legislation  will  be  request¬ 
ed  for: 

1.  A  four-year  program  to 
strengthen  Methodist  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  and  local  churches,  in¬ 
cluding  $37,000,000  to  be  raised  for 
116  church-related  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities. 

2.  Authorization  of  two  new  sem¬ 
inaries,  expansion  of  the  church’s  10 
present  seminaries,  and  a  recruit¬ 
ment  campaign  to  help  overcome  a 
shortage  of  trained  ministers. 

3.  Allocation  of  $1,000,000  to  help 
establish  a  School  of  International 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Youth  to  Have  Special 
Night  At  Conference 

Baseball  player,  politician,  tele¬ 
vision  star,  4-H  Club  girl,  banker, 
Japanese  student  .  .  .  these  are  some 
of  the  “witnesses  for  the  church” 
who  will  be  featured  on  the  “Youth 
Night”  program  May  5  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Sessions  of  the  quadrennial  con¬ 
ference  will  open  April  25  and  run 
through  May  9,  attended  by  786 
delegates  and  hundreds  of  church 
officials  and  visitors  from  the  United 
States  and  numerous  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  youth  night  observance  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  which  is  linked  to  the  1,539,- 
000  members  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  and  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement.  From  3,000  to  5,- 
000  young  Methodists  of  the  Minne- 
apolis-St.  Paul  area  are  expected  to 
attend  the  program  following  dis^ 
trict  rallies  in  the  afternoon. 

Stressing  the  ministry  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  the  youth  night  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  presented  through 
music,  drama  and  interviews  with 
“witnesses”  from  all  walks  of  life. 

Leading  the  parade  of  witnesses 
will  be  Jackie  Robinson,  third  base- 
man  of  the  world  champion  Brook¬ 
lyn  Dodgers,  and  Ralph  Edwards  of 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


delegation  at  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences.  ^ 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Bishop  D.  Stanley  Coors 
says  “413  churches  and 
110,000  loyal  Minnesota 
Methodists  welcome 
you." 


The  hospitality  committee  gets  instructions  from  chairman  Geo.  M. 
Higgins,  Rochester  (r).  Others  seated  (1  to  r) :  Dr.  Ernest  Lowe,  guest 
preacher;  Mrs.  Chas.  Spear,  friendship  center;  Rev.  Paul  Wilkinson, 
visitors  tours;  Mrs.  Arthur  Henrici,  reception.  Standing,  Rev.  Wilbur 
Grose,  excursions.  Information  office  is  at  122  W.  Franklin,  Minneapolis. 


Many  of  the  delegates  plan  to 
enjoy  a  spring  vacation  at 
one  of  Minnesota’s  famed 
10,000  lakes. 


The  opening  communion  service  will  be  in  Hennepin  Ave. 
Church.  For  forty  years  this  spire  has  been  a  symbol  of 
aspiration  and  inspiration  for  Minnesota’s  largest  Metho 
dist  church  in  the  state’s  largest  city. 


CON 


Hotels,  stores  and  office  build¬ 
ings  are  but  a  few  blocks 
from  the  municipal  auditor¬ 
ium.  Nearby  Wesley  Church 
provides  facilities  for  smaller 
meetings  and  the  daily  “Hour 
of  Evangelism.” 
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TO 
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1956 


There  is  room  in  this 
Minneapolis  Auditorium 
for  1000  delegates  and 
official  guests  on  main 
floor,  more  than  5,000 
visitors  in  balconies. 


Three  of  the  11 
lakes  of  Minnea¬ 
polis,  in  the  heart 
of  the  residential 
district,  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  beautiful 
spring  environ¬ 
ment. 


Australian  "Mission  To  America' 

Nashville,  Tenn. — An  eminent  Australian  church¬ 
man,  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  will  be  one  of  the  chief 
guest  speakers  at  the  quadrennial  General  Conference 
in  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

He  is  in  this  country  for  a  year  of  evangelistic 
work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Evangelism  here. 

Delegates  and  visitors  from  every  state  and  numer¬ 
ous  foreign  countries  attending  the  Minneapolis  meeting 
will  observe  “World  Methodism  Night”  April  29  with 
Dr.  Walker  as  the  speaker.  His  subject  will  be  “Evan¬ 
gelism’s  Concern  in  an  Expanding  World.” 

Dr.  Walker  will  also  speak  five  times  in  the  daily 
“Hour  of  Evangelism”  series,  a  special  feature  of  the 
General  Conference  sponsored  by  the  evangelism  board. 
The  other  speakers  will  be  six  Methodist  bishops. 
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Leader  At  Conference  Sessions 

Beginning  June  10  in  Wichita,  Kans.,  Dr.  Walker 
will  lead  the  evangelism  board’s  “Mission  to  America,” 
a  cross-country  series  of  mass  meetings  in  principal 
cities.  He  will  also  conduct  a  similar  mission  for  the 
United  Church  of  Canada. 

The  45-year-old  evangelist  has  just  completed  a 
three-year  campaign  in  his  native  Australia  which 
featured  mass  services  in  theaters,  public  auditoriums 
and  on  college  campuses.  His  largest  single  audience 
was  25,000  spectators  at  a  football  game,  and  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  more  than  a  million  persons  heard  him  per¬ 
sonally  during  the  mission,  and  millions  more  on  the 
radio. 

Dr.  Walker  is  currently  touring  the  country  to  speak 
in  churches,  clubs  and  to  college  groups. 


Pray  For  General 
Conference,  April  25 

A  letter  has  been  sent  to  all 
mission  areas  of  the  Methodist 
Church  from  two  divisions  of  the 
Board  of  Missions,  asking  the  1,- 
300,000  Methodists  overseas  to 
make  April  25  a  world  day  of 
prayer  for  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  convenes  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.,  on  that  day. 

Announcement  of  the  letter 
was  made  at  the  Board’s  execu¬ 
tive  committee  meeting  in  New 
York  by  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Brooks, 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service,  and  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  L.  Smith,  general  executive 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  World 
Missions.  The  letter,  sent  jointly 
by  the  two  divisions,  said  in  part: 

“As  the  General  Conference 
convenes  April  25,  we  ask  that 
each  of  the  fields  make  this  a 
world  day  of  prayer  for  Divine 
guidance  to  those  who  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  deliberations  of 
this  great  body  of  our  Church. 

“As  we  launch  upon  a  new 
quadrennium,  let  us  be  thankful 
to  God  for  a  growing  and  a  strong 
evangelistic  Church,  but  at  the 
same  time  let  us  re-examine  our 
spiritual  condition  that  we  may 
be  worthy  of  fulfilling  the  call  to 
witness  and  decision  in  the  far- 
flung  corners  of  the  earth. 

“There  are  desperate  needs  in 
this  revolutionary  world  and  only 
the  salvation  manifest  and  avail¬ 
able  in  Jesus  will  suffice  in  meet¬ 
ing  these  needs.  Let  us  all  turn 
our  energies  to  the  winning  of  the 
world  to  Christ  through  our  mis¬ 
sionary  purpose.” 

Conference  Will 
Feature  Hour  Of 
Evangelism  Series 

Six  Methodist  bishops  and  a 
visiting  evangelist  from  Australia 
will  be  the  principal  speakers  at 
a  two-week  “Hour  of  Evangel¬ 
ism”  series  April  24-May  5  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  during  the 
quadrennial  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  services  will  be  held  at  4 
p.m.  on  weekdays  at  Wesley 
Methodist  Church.  The  church  is 
one  block  from  the  Minneapolis 
Municipal  Auditorium,  site  of  the 
conference  sessions. 

The  services  will  be  sponsored 
by  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  for  delegates  and  visitors 
to  the  conference,  and  the  general 
public. 

Bishop  H.  Boscom  Watts,  Lin- 
-oln,  Neb.,  will  be  the  speaker  at 
the  opening  service  on  April  24. 

Subsequent  speakers  will  in¬ 
clude  Bishops  John  Branscomb, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.;  A.  Raymond 
Grant,  Portland,  Ore.;  Matthew 
W.  Clair,  St.  Louis;  Frederick  B. 
Newell,  New  York  City;  Edwin 
E.  Voigt,  Aberdeen,  S.D.,  and  the 
Rev.  Alan  Walker  of  Sydney, 
Australia. 

Dr.  Walker  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  Sunday,  April  29,  at  the 
conference’s  “World  Methodism 
Night”  in  the  auditorium,  and  at 
the  afternoon  church  services 
May  1-5. 

“Christ  is  the  Life”  is  to  be 
the  theme  of  the  evangelistic 
services,  directed  by  the  Rev. 
Harry  Williams  of  the  Nashville 
board  staff.  The  song  leader  will 
be  Glenn  Johnson,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Texas. 
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Editorial 


Qeneral  (Conference  Next  "Week 

BISHOP  Paul  E.  Martin  heads  a  group  from  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  next  week  to  attend  and  participate  in  the 
1956  quadrennial  General  Conference  in  Minneapolis,  sched¬ 
uled  to  get  underway  on  Wednesday,  April  25.  The  group  includes 
18  delegates  from  the  three  Annual  Conferences  in  the  Area,  several 
reserve  delegates  who  will  make  the  trip,  visitors,  and  administra¬ 
tive  leaders  who  will  be  present  to  keep  in  touch  with"  develop¬ 
ments.  The  several  thousand  who  will  attend  from  throughout 
Methodism  includes  766  delegates  from  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  where  The  Methodist  Church  is  at  work. 

Considerable  space  is  devoted  elsewhere  in  this  issue  to  the 
General  Conference.  Those  who  will  follow  the  proceedings  from 
home  will  be  interested  in  developments  along  three  lines:  legisla¬ 
tion,  program,  and  what  the  church  has  to  say  about  certain  issues 
on  which  it  may  choose  to  speak.  For  this  reason  this  publication 
will  continue  to  devote  space  to  the  General  Conference  for  the 
next  several  issues.  One  of  the  editors  and  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Knox, 
Fort  Smith,  will  cover  the  Conference  for  this  publication,  en¬ 
deavoring  as  time  schedules  make  it  possible  to  keep  our  readers 
informed  of  what  is  happening  at  the  Conference. 

Board  of  Evangelism  and  Board  of  Missions  leaders  have  wisely 
encouraged  Methodists  throughout  the  world  to  pray  that  the  spirit 
of  Christ  may  prevail  in  all  of  the  Conference  deliberations.  This 
call  to  prayer  should  be  heeded  by  Methodists  everywhere.  Special 
prayers  should  be  offered  in  every  Methodist  church  on  next  Sun¬ 
day  for  the  General  Conference.  And  in  the  days  that  follow, 
Methodists  should  make  a  point  of  remembering  that  their  prayers 
will  help  to  determine  the  spiritual  content  of  the  Conference  pro¬ 
ceedings.  God  has  richly  blessed  Methodism  in  the  past  and  in 
our  day.  We  should  pray  that  the  course  of  the  Church  will  be 
such  that  His  blessings  may  continue  to  be  upon  us. 


<t Appreciation  tyor  ^he  (Lectureships 

LOUISIANA  Methodism  has  the  unusual  privilege  of  having 
two  lectureships  each  year  by  outstanding  churchmen  who 
bring  to  those  who  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  them 
spiritual  stimulation  that  fills  a  real  need.  The  second  of  these 
lectureships  was  given  last  week  at  Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans, 
the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial  Lectures,  delivered  this  year  by  Dr.  Paul 
Hutchinson,  editor  emuritus  of  The  Christian  Century.  The  Willson 
Lectures,  delivered  several  weeks  ago  at  Centenary  College,  by 
Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  professor,  and 
the  Jones  Lectures  are  a  real  contribution  to  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  state  and,  Methodists  are  indebted  to  those  who  have  made 
them  possible. 

These  lectureship  donors  are  deserving  of  special  commenda¬ 
tion.  Louisiana  Methodism  knows  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones  as  one  of  its 
leading  church  women.  President  of  the  Conference  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety,  active  in  her  own  local  church  and  New  Orleans  Methodism, 
honored  by  the  Conference  as  one  of  its  lay  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  next  week  at  Minneapolis,  Mrs.  Jones  is  concerned 
about  the  work  of  Methodism  and  the  Kingdom.  The  Willson  Lec¬ 
tures  are  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Willson  of  Floydada,  Texas, 
who  have  established  several  of  these  lectureships  on  Methodist 
college  campuses  in  the  southwest. 

To  these  consecrated,  generous  people  Louisiana  Methodism  is 
indebted.  They  have  made  it  possible  to  hear  gifted,  learned 
churchmen  who  otherwise  might  never  have  come  our  way. 

It’s  Not  LATerely  LA  (flatter  0/  Law 

ATTEMPTS  to  solve  the  question  of  race  relations  in  America, 
to  date,  have  been  confined  too  largely,  on  both  sides  of  the 
controversy,  to  the  theory  that  the  problems  can  be  solved 
by  passing  a  law. 


The  big  question  of  segregation  was  brought  to  a  climax  by  thP 
recent  Supreme  Court  decision  which,  in  effect,  gave  us  the  new 
law  that  segregation  in  public  schools  is  unlawful.  The  reaction  tn 
this  newly  established  law,  on  the  part  of  segregationists,  has  been 
a  rash  of  efforts  to  avoid  complying  with  the  decision  by  passing 
state  laws,  planning  constitutional  amendments  or  other  legal  pro- 
cesses.  The  effort  to  solve  the  question  by  law  is  not  confined  to 
nation  or  state.  In  the  General  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church  to  meet  in  Minneapolis  next  week  there  will  be  efforts  bv 
church  legislation,  to  solve  the  problem.  ’  y 

While  laws  of  church  and  state  have  their  place  in  such  matters 
we  may  be  sure  that  the  solution  of  this  problem  is  not  merely 
a  matter  of  passing  laws,  whether  they  be  of  church  or  state.  Good 
people  are  more  essential  to  good  race  relations  than  laws  be  such 
laws  ever  so  good. 

The  tragic  mistake  prohibition  forces  in  America  made,  after 
the  eighteenth  amendment  was  adopted,  was  to  sit  back  in  their 
rocking-chairs  with  the  feeling  that  the  law  passed  would  solve  the 
liquor  problem.  Legislation  is  only  one  phase,  and  possibly  a  small 
phase,  in  the  real  solution  of  the  racial  problems  that  confront  us. 
Common  courtesy,  grace,  patience,  understanding  and  a  sincere 
unselfish  desire  to  be  genuinely  Christian  are  more  necessary  ip 
the  solution  of  our  problems  of  race  than  any  law  that  may  be 
passed. 


a Methodism  cMust  Recruit  cMure  eMinisters 

IN  general  the  various  churches  look  with  decided  favor  on  the 
legislation  which  made  ministers  eligible  for  social  security 
coverage  if  they  elect  to  have  it.  The  Methodist  Church  is  quite 
favorable  to  this  action. 

While  social  security  will  help  to  solve  some  of  the  financial 
problems  of  retired  ministers  in  our  church,  it  will  very  likely  in¬ 
crease  the  difficulties,  already  in  evidence,  in  supplying  our  church¬ 
es  with  pastors.  This  possibility  lies  in  the  fact  that  social  security 
payment  will  make  it  possible  for  some  of  our  ministers  to  retire  in 
fact,  instead  of  feeling  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  to  serve 
a  charge  because  of  financial  circumstances  after  retirement  age. 

One  of  the  long-time  problems  of  the  work  of  the  ministry  has 
been  the  fact  that  salaries  have  been  low.  When  we  add  to  that  the 
high  cost  of  frequent  moves  with  the  losses  involved  in  selling 
off,  buying  again  and  the  transportation  charges  it  is  no  surprise 
that  there  was  little  chance  to  save  anything  for  the  time  of  re¬ 
tirement.  Hence,  in  days  past,  very  few  of  our  ministers  have 
reached  retirement  age  financially  able  to  retire. 

In  recent  years  that  situation  has  changed  some.  Salaries  have 
increased.  The  amount  our  ministers  receive  per  service  year  on  re¬ 
tirement  has  also  been  increased.  When  we  now  add  the  income 
possible  from  social  security  coverage,  more  of  our  ministers  will  be 
able  to  retire  when  retirement  age  of  72  comes  around.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  many  of  our  ministers  past  seventy-two  continue  to  serve 
charges  as  supply  pastors,  some  from  necessity,  others  by  choice. 

It  is  our  feeling,  under  conditions  that  now  exist,  that  more  of 
these  men  who  have  reached  the  age  of  compulsory  retirement  will 
give  up  pastoral  work,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  ministers 
available  for  pastoral  appointment.  While  retirement  is  compulsory 
at  72  years,  the  law  of  our  church  makes  it  possible  for  a  minis¬ 
ter  to  retire,  with  all  accrued  benefits  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
Under  present  conditions  there  may  be  more  ministers  who  will 
elect  to  retire  at  sixty-five  who  formerly  would  have  continued  to 
work  possibly  under  great  handicaps  This  may  further  reduce  the 
number  of  members  available  for  pastoral  appointments. 

We  believe  it  is  now  necessary  for  Methodism  to  give  more 
attention  to  recruiting  ministers  for  our  church.  Because  o  f 
changed  conditions,  possibly  more  of  our  young  men  will  find  it 
easier  to  answer  God’s  call  to  the  ministry.  We  need  more  ministers 
now.  Unless  we  bestir  ourselves  that  need  will  grow  in  a  not-too- 
distant  future. 
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4  i. if>,  For  Living  »T  Ralph  W.  Stockman 

OUR  RIGHTS 

We  all  want  our  rights.  And  America’s  Declaration  of  Independence 
asserts  that  we  have  certain  inalienable  rights,  such  as  life,  liberty  and 
pursuit  of  happiness. 

Consider  the  right  to  life  itself.  I  have  a  right  to  life,  and  yet  there 
are  certain  conditions  under  which  I  cannot  exercise  it. 
Suppose  that  I  am  on  a  raft  adrift  in  the  ocean  with  a 
dozen  comrades  and  a  supply  of  food  is  so  meager  that 
it  must  be  strictly  rationed.  In  the  night  I  awake  while 
the  others  are  asleep,  and  in  the  agony  of  my  gnawing 
hunger  I  say  to  myself,  “I  have  a  right  to  live,”  and 
thereupon  proceed  to  take  more  than  my  share  of  the 
food  supply.  Such  conduct  would  ostracize  me  from 
the  society  of  decent  men. 

Or  suppose  1  am  a  soldier  on  picket  duty.  Danger 
approaches.  I  say,  “I  have  a  right  to  life,”  and  desert 
my  post  to  seek  safety  in  flight.  Such  behavior  would 
n  through  court-martial. 

Yes,  I  have  a  right  to  life,  but  even  this  most  basic  of  all  rights  must 
be  exercised  with  fairness  to  others  or  I  am  in  danger  of  forfeiting  their 
lives  and  my  own. 

Or  consider  the  inalienable  right  of  liberty.  This  is  a  land  of  free 
speech.  Am  I  therefore  free  to  say  ^anything  which  comes  to  my  mind? 
Well,  I  happen  to  be  a  minister,  and  I  pride  myself  that  my  pulpit  is 
about  as  free  as  any.  And  yet  there  are  some  things  which  common  sense 
tells  me  I  am  not  free  to  say  in  my  pulpit. 

A  sense  of  decency  restrains  me  from  saying  some  things.  And  there 
are  other  things  I  would  feel  free  to  say  in  private  conversation  but  which 
a  sense  of  fair  play  keeps  me  from  saying  in  my  pulpit  where  people 
cannot  answer  me. 

Likewise,  the  teacher  in  our  free  schools  is  not  at  liberty  to  say  any¬ 
thing  which  comes  into  her  head.  She  must  consider  Vhat  is  due  the  chil¬ 


dren  in  her  charge.  Yes,  whoever  we  are  and  wherever  we  are,  we  must 
exercise  our  freedom  with  fairness  to  others.  Such  is  their  due. 

Another  freedom  which  we  stress  is  the  right  of  free  enterprise.  A 
person  should  very  properly  be  free  to  advance  according  to  his  own 
ability.  We  are  not  all  equal  in  ability.  Some  are  five-talent  men  and 
some  are  one-talent  men.  It  is  unfair  to  the  five-talent  man  to  hold  him 
back  to  the  pace  of  his  one-talent  brother. 

Jesus  did  not  advocate  such  a  procedure  in  His  parable  of  the  talents. 
Such  a  restriction  would  kill  initiative  and  reduce  life  to  a  dull  regimenta¬ 
tion.  But  on  the  other  hand  the  man  of  superior  talents,  who  should  be 
free  to  get  ahead,  should  also  take  care  not  to  block  the  road  of  his  weaker 

brother.  .  . 

In  a  horse  race,  the  horse  which  gets  ahead  takes  the  inside  track  and 
thereby  gains  the  advantage  of  crowding  his  competitors  from  the  rail. 
In  the  race  of  life  the  talented  man  does  things  more  easily  and  quickly 
than  his  less  able  fellows.  But  his  superior  ability  should  make  him  more 
sensitive  to  the  rights  of  others  and  more  careful  not  to  block  their  way. 
For,  remember,  the  race  of  life  is,  not  a  horse  race. 

The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  describes  the  race  of  life  thus:  “Seeing  that 
we  are  compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  run  with 
patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and 
finisher  of  our  faith.” 

That  is  very  different  from  the  horse-race  conception  of  our  competitive 
living  which  could  be  characterized  thus:  “Seeing  that  we  are  encom¬ 
passed  about  with  a  great  company  of  competitors,  let  us  run  with  feverish 
haste  the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto  our  rivals  that  we  may 
crowd  them  from  the  rail  and  beat  them  to  the  post.”  ' 

And  what  about  our  inalienable  right  to  the  pursuit  of  happiness?  No 
one  can  long  be  happy  all  by  himself.  Life  is  a  game  and  the  zest  comes 
in  playing  fair.  The  fellow  who  cheats  spoils  the  fun  for  others  and 
eventually  for  himself.  The  most  joyous  tennis  player  I  ever  encountered 
had  only  one  leg.  He  played  a  good  game  and  most  of  all  he  played  the 
men.  He  did  not  ask  the  other  players  to  pay  for  his  handicap. 

I  have  a  right  to  pursue  happiness  provided  I  do  not  ask  my  wife  or 
my  child  or  my  friends  or  the  state  to  pay  for  it.  In  short,  our  rights  must 
be  earned  by  our  responsibilities. 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 


W.  W.  Reid 


YOUTH  NEEDS  MORAL  STANDARDS 
FOR  MILITARY  LIFE 


Many  of  the  statements  found  in  the  Bible 
.  .  .  even  those  of  Christ  Himself  .  .  .  are  looked 
upon  by  many  people  as  more-or-less  unreal 
words  uttered  by  people  so  far  removed  from 
our  busy,  practical  world  of  today  that  they  are 
pretty  well  useless  to  us.  It  might  have  been 
worth  hearing  two  thousand  years  ago,  but  for 
today  they  ^ire  strictly  out  of  date.  Therefore 
many  who  dabble  at  reading  the  Bible,  find  an 
easy  way  out  when  they  run  into  the  “begats” 
and  say  very  impressively  that  the  Holy  Book 
is  out  of  date  for  us  of  this  bright  chrome-plated 
era. 

Before  we  fall  for  such  folly,  let  us  read 
from  the  old  sheepherder  and  prophet,  Amos. 
He  is  quoted  thus,  “Woe  to  them  that  are  at  ease 
in  Zion,  and  trust  in  the  mountain  of  Samaria.” 
Zion  was  the  symbol  of  God’s  power  and  His 
leadership.  The  mountain  of  Samaria  was  the 
mountain  on  which  King  Ahab  long  before  had 
set  up  a  Baal  temple.  It  had  been  the  favorite 
temple  of  the  Samaritans  who  had  forgotten  God. 
Therefore,  we  can  read  another  version  of  Broth¬ 
er  Amos’  words  if  we  read  them  like  this;  “Woe 
to  them  who  don’t  try  to  obey  God,  but  trust  in 
the  easy  ways  of  Baal.” 

Does  that  sound  out  of  date?  A  prominent 
lady  in  a  town  in  north  Arkansas  asked  the 
writer  to  look  over  some  pamphlets  which  she 
had  received  on  some  type  of  spiritualism.  She 
was  attracted  to  them  because  they  made  God  out 
to  be  a  sort  of  a  kind  ghost  who  hovers  around, 
inhabiting  trees  and  rocks,  and  dishing  out  peace 
of  mind  like  a  helping  of  pie.  This  good  lady  is 
not  seen  at  church  more  than  two  or  three  times 
a  year,  and  has  not  allowed  herself  to  be  exposed 
to  the  mercies  of  God.  Her  bank  account  has  so 
beclouded  her  vision  that  she  wanders  about  in 
a  sort  of  spiritual  fog,  following  this  and  that 
fellow  who  has  a  glib  pen  and  a  hand  quick  to 
reach  for  folding  money.  Amos  might  be  out  of 
date  today,  but  2500  years  ago  he  said  that  people 
like  this  would  be  miserable;  and  here  she  is, 
“tossed  to  and  fro  by  every  wind  of  doctrine.” 
Somehow  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible  remain 


Says  the  1956  report  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  Methodist  Church:  “One  of  the  newest 
types  of  Christian  work  in  Japan  is  that  being 
carried  on  and  further  projected  among  mili¬ 
tary  personnel  of  American  army,  navy,  mer¬ 
chant  marine,  and  air  force.  Foreigners  living  in 
Japan,  as  well  as  many  Japanese,  are  keenly 
aware  of  the  serious  moral  problems  created 
by  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  American 
military  forces  in  that  country.  The  military 
authorities  endeavor  to  provide  adequate  facili¬ 
ties  for  recreational  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
their  men,  but  such  facilities  are  by  necessity 
limited  largely  to  their  camps  and  bases.  When 
the  men  leave  camp  or  base,  they  are  subject 
at  once  to  the  temptations  of  bars  and  organized 
prostitution  ...” 

This  situation  is  not  unique  to  Japan,  nor 
to  our  day.  It  is  at  least  as  old  as  the  Roman 
legions  that  camped  in  northern  Europe;  it 
goes  with  the  abnormal  and  unnatural  life  to 
which  boys  are  subjected  in  military  service  — 
loosed  from  the  not-yet-implanted  mores  and 
controls  of  the  home  community;  it  is  true  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere  in  Asia  where  American 
and  other  “foreign”  troops  mingle  with  the 
civilian  population. 

The  American  military  authorities  are  en¬ 
deavoring  to  do  something  about  the  situation 
in  Japan  through  regulations  and  through  the 
chaplaincy,  the  U.S.O.  and  associated  agencies. 
The  Japanese  Christian  people  are  trying  to 
lessen  the  evil  through  the  “Christian  Friends’ 
Home”  program  established  first  by  the  Japan 
W.C.T.U.  And  the  American  churches  are  not 
only  strengthening  the  military  chaplaincy,  but 
are  also  organizing  a  “civilian  chaplaincy”  in 


as  vital  and  sure  today  as  they  were  centuries 
ago.  Quit  worrying  about  what  you  can’t  under¬ 
stand  in  the  Bible.  You  will  have  a  hard  enough 
job  trying  to  do  the  things  that  you  can  under¬ 
stand,  which  God  has  told  you  in  the  wonderful 
old  Book. 


Japan  to  operate  Christian  centers  in  “leave 
cities”  and  minister  to  the  boys  through  normal 
recreation.  This  program  is  now  under  way  in 
several  Japanese  cities.  It  is  projected  for  Korea, 
the  Phillippines,  Okinawa,  Hongkong  and  other 
leave  areas. 

The  spiritual  and  moral  welfare  of  teen¬ 
age  and  older  young  Americans  who  are  being 
assigned  by  hundreds  of  thousands  to  military 
service  overseas  must  now  be  accepted  as  a 
direct  responsibility  by  the  churches  of  this 
country  (U.S.A.),”  says  Dr.  Thoburn  T.  Brum¬ 
baugh  of  the  Board  of  Missions  secretariat. 
“Loose  fellowship  with  women  and  other  char¬ 
acters  in  foreign  cities  who  seek  to  exploit  A- 
merican  youth  will  have  serious  repercussions 
not  only  in  the  lives  of  these  individuals  but  in 
the  American  social  communities  to  which  they 
return  ...  It  has  been  estimated  that  15%  of 
American  military  personnel  overseas  are  al¬ 
most  habitual  deviates  from  Christian  stand¬ 
ards  of  moral  decency;  15%  are  of  genuinely 
high  moral  standards  and  practices;  while  the 
middle  70%  are  influenced  by  those  around 
them  .  .  .  Many  prefer  Christian  fellowship,  both 
American  and  Japanese.” 

But  the  hour  of  induction  into  military  serv¬ 
ice  is  too  late  to  begin  the  teaching  of  moral  and 
ethical  values  and  practices.  That  teaching  be¬ 
longs  in  the  home,  the  church  and  church-school, 
and  (we  still  fondly  hope)  in  the  public  school. 
If — as  it  now  appears — military  service  is  going 
to  continue  to  be  the  lot  of  every  young  Amer¬ 
ican  while  he  is  still  in  his  teens,  and  if  Amer¬ 
ica’s  “defense”  is  going  to  take  her  boys  into 
ever-widening  corners  of  the  world,  then  the 
home,  the  church,  and  the  school  will  have  to 
re-assume  their  earlier  roles  as  teachers  of 
morality,  and  develop  those  spiritual  resources  in 
youth  upon  which  morality  is  based. 

Dr.  Carl  F.  Yaeger,  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
who,  as  head  of  the  Lutheran  Service  Commis¬ 
sion,  saw  similar  need  in  Europe,  warns  that  the 
situation  for  our  young  men  is  “one  of  the  most 
critical  areas  of  Christian  service  in  this  gener¬ 
ation”;  and  that  after-induction  teaching  may  be 
too  late. 

“It  has  been  disillusioning  to  realize  that 
our  cherished  American  institutions  are  failing 
the  youth  of  this  generation,”  says  Dr.  Yaeger. 
“We  cannot  expect  our  youth  to  stand  up  to 
moral,  political  and  social  pressures  if  the  insti¬ 
tutions  in  which  they  are  nurtured  failed  them 
in  their  formative  years  .  .  .  Our  youth  is  entitled 
to  an  adequate,  spiritual  preparation  before  they 
leave  home.” 
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Issues  Arising  From  the  Order 
For  Reception  of  Members 
Into  The  Church 

By  Douglas  Jackson 

Careful  consideration  of  the  order  for  re¬ 
ception  of  members  raises  certain  issues:  What 
preparation  should  be  made  prior  to  the  re¬ 
ception  of  members?  Should  the  full  form  of 
the  order  be  used?  When  should  alternative 
prescribed  orders  (pars.  1913,  1915,  1916)  be 
used?  Where  in  the  overall  order  of  worship 
should  the  reception  of  members  occur?  What 
importance  should  be  given  to  the  reception 
of  members  in  relation  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  order  of  worship?  How  frequently  should 
members  be  received  into  the  Church?  None  of 
these  issues  has  been  decided  for  us  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Church. 

The  order  for  reception  of  members  clearly 
states  that  the  new  members  have  learned  the 
nature  and  privilege  of  the  holy  fellowship  and 
have  been  instructed  in  the  teachings  and  aims 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  (It  is  not  clear 
whether  “learned”  and  “Been  instructed  in” 
are  used  as  synonyms.)  Such  a  statement  ob¬ 
viously  imposes  a  duty  upon  the  minister;  he 
is  responsible  for  the  training  and  preparation 
of  the  candidate  for  membership. 

Some  ministers  do  not  realize  their  failure 
to  prepare  the  candidate  for  membership  in  the 
Church.  This  lack  of  realization  often  arises  from 
the  abridging  of  the  order  for  reception  of 
members.  With  some  ministers  the  order  is 
abridged  to  include  only  the  vows.  The  state¬ 
ments  concerning  preparation  are  omitted  and 
unnoticed. 

There  is  little  reason  at  any  time  for  re¬ 
fusal  to  use  the  full  form  of  the  order  for  re¬ 
ception  of  members.  The  entire  form  is  relative¬ 
ly  short.  Every  part  is  vital.  Any  truncation 
destroys  the  unity  and  meaning  of  the  service. 

Alternative  forms  are  not  to  be  used  just  for 
the  sake  of  brevity.  Each  of  alternative  forms 
for  the  reception  of  members  fills  a  certain 
specialized  need.  The  order  for  receiving  per¬ 
sons  as  preparatory  members  is  designed  to 
stress  the  importance  of  instructing  candidates 
for  church  membership  in  the  nature  of  the 
Church  and  duties  of  church  membership.  Or¬ 
dinarily  this  order  is  used  for  young  people 
who  later  are  received  into  full  membership 
upon  completion  of  the  course  of  training.  Or¬ 
dinarily  another  of  the  alternative  orders  is 
used  for  the  reception  of  these  young  people 
into  full  membership  —  the  order  for  receiving 


children  and  youth  into  the  church.  Other  al¬ 
ternative  forms  are  used  for  receiving  members 
by  transfer  or  on  reaffirmation  of  faith  or  in 
affiliate  membership.  Each  of  these  alternative 
forms  is  particularly  fitted  to  the  needs  of  one 
special  group  of  new  members;  the  charges  and 
vows  are  consistent  with  the  normal  experiences 
of  the  specified  group. 

Sometimes  leaders  refuse  to  use  alternate 
forms  because  it  would  entail  the  use  of  two  or 
more  forms  in  succession  in  a  given  worship 
service.  The  repetitive  elements  probably  would 
not  enhance  the  worship  of  the  congregation. 
Blackwood  in  The  Fine  Art  of  Public  Worship 
suggests  that  it  is  advantageous  to  use  alter¬ 
nate  forms,  but  to  keep  each  ceremony  sepa¬ 
rate.  Much  can  be  said  to  recommend  the  set¬ 
ting  aside  of  a  special  day  for  the  reception  of 
young  people  into  church  membership  -  e.g., 
Palm  Sunday. 

Most  of  the  Methodist  churches  in  this  re¬ 
gion  receive  members  into  the  Church  follow¬ 
ing  the  invitation  to  Christian  discipleship,  near 
the  conclusion  of  the  order  of  worship.  In  other 
parts  of  the  nation  the  reception  of  members 
generally  occurs  before  the  delivery  of  the 
sermon.  The  differences  are  more  deep-seated 
than  just  the  position  of  the  rite  within  the 
order  of  worship.  The  reception  which  follow  the 
invitation  to  Christian  discipleship  frequently 
arises  from  unexpected  presentations.  Ministers 
ask  worshippers  to  present  themselves  for  ad¬ 
mission  into  the  Church  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  extend  the  invitation  to  Christian  dis¬ 
cipleship.  Anyone  professing  Christian  faith  is 
expected  to  join  the  Church  immediately.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  receptions  which  occur  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  delivery  of  the  sermon  are  usually 
planned.  The  reception  of  members  is  not  a 
weekly  affair,  but  is  a  monthly  or  quarterly  ob¬ 
servance.  Training  classes  for  adult  members 
can  be  administered  much  more  easily  when 
the  reception  of  members  does  not  occur  on 
every  Sunday. 

It  is  agreed  by  most  ministers  and  church¬ 
men  that  the  reception  of  members  is  an  im¬ 
portant  element  in  the  order  of  worship.  All 
congregations  rejoice  in  participating  in  the  re¬ 
ception  of  new  members.  The  community  grows 
and  becomes  stronger  through  this  element  in 
the  order  of  worship.  But,  very  frequently  the 
reception  of  members  into  the  church  does  not 
receive  the  degree  of  importance  which  we  all 
agree  it  deserves.  Why?  The  answers  vary  with 
the  individual  practices  of  the  offending  church¬ 
es. 

No  clear  word  can  be  given  as  to  the  fre¬ 
quency  with  which  members  should  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Church.  Good  cases  are  made 
for  weekly  and  occasional  receptions.  (All  of 
us  wish  to  receive  as  many  members  as  pos¬ 


sible)  The  weekly  receptions  usually  are  asso¬ 
ciated  with  a  tradition  of  revivalism  while  the 
occasional  receptions  are  associated  with  an 
emphasis  upon  the  educational  functions  0f 
the  Church.  Just  as  one  can  not  settle  f0r 
Methodism  the  question  as  to  the  frequency 
with  which  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
should  be  observed,  neither  can  one  settle  the 
frequency  with  which  we  receive  members  into 
the  Church. 


Principles  Governing  the  Use 
Of  the  Order  for  Reception  Of 
Members  Into  The  Church 

As  indicated  above,  different  answers  may 
be  given  for  the  issues  which  arise  from  the 
use  of  the  order  for  reception  of  members  into 
the  Church.  All  of  the  answers  given,  however, 
should  conform  to  certain  basic  principles  gov¬ 
erning  the  use  of  the  prescribed  rite.  The  service 
for  the  reception  of  members  should  be  (1) 
meaningful,  (2)  orderly,  (3)  consistent,  (4)  un¬ 
hurried,  and  (5)  memorable. 

The  use  of  any  element  in  the  order  of 
worship  can  be  justified  only  from  the  point  of 
its  relevance  to  the  worshipper.  Irrelevant  ma¬ 
terials  have  no  place  in  the  service.  The  entire 
form  for  the  reception  of  members  into  the 
Church  must  speak  to  the  worshippers.  A  cold 
or  routine  reading  of  the  ritual,  however,  may 
obscure  the  meaning  of  the  service.  The  words 
must  come  alive  as  they  speak  of  the  nature 
of  the  Church  and  its  fellowship. 

The  meaning  is  only  partially  obtained 
upon  occasion  because  the  form  has  been  ab¬ 
breviated.  Mr.  Wesley  desired  that  we  be  orderly 
in  the  use  of  regularly  prescribed  forms  for 
worship:  “Whosoever,  through  his  private  judge¬ 
ment,  willing  and  purposely  doth  openly  break 
the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  to  which 
he  belongeth,  which  are  not  repugnant  to  the 
Word  of  God,  and  are  ordained  and  approved 
by  common  authority,  ought  to  be  rebuked  .  .  .” 
These  words  we  have  preserved  in  the  Articles 
of  Religion,  but  have  often  forgotten  in  prac¬ 
tice. 

Obviously  the  service  should  be  orderly  in 
the  sense  that  the  housekeeping  functions  of 
the  Church  should  never  be  allowed  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  forms  of  worship.  Secretaries 
should  not  be  prominent  in  the  securing  of 
signatures  and  the  obtaining  of  information  as 
the  order  for  reception  of  members  is  observed. 
Other  unseemly  occurrences  should  also  be  an¬ 
ticipated  and  prevented. 

The  reception  of  members  into  the  Church 
should  be  a  consistent  part  of  the  entire  wor¬ 
ship  service.  The  elements  of  the  worship  service 
are  properly  related  to  one  another.  No  discord¬ 
ant  note  should  be  introduced  in  the  rite  for  the 
reception  of  members.  The  reception  must  never 
appear  to  be  an  appendage  or  an  afterthought 
tacked  on  the  service  at  the  last  moment. 

No  part  of  the  order  of  worship  should  re¬ 
ceive  slack  or  haphazard  performance.  Every 
element  of  the  service  is  sufficiently  important 
as  to  prevent  hurried  observance.  Many  a  con¬ 
gregation,  however,  hurries  through  the  order 
for  the  reception  of  members  into  the  Church. 
The  preacher  spends  himself  in  his  sermon  and 
hurries  through  the  rite  hastily  to  conclude  the 
service.  Individuals  in  the  congregation  wonder 
if  the  roast  will  burn  before  they  can  get  home 
and  turn  off  the  stove.  Their  service  runs  over¬ 
time  because  the  reception  of  members  is  un¬ 
planned.  Proper  observance  of  the  service  can¬ 
not  occur  without  adequate  time. 

Many  an  aged  person  remembers  clearly 
the  service  in  which  he  joined  the  Church.  The 
memory  becomes  an  important  factor  in  the 
religious  life  of  the  person.  Every  member  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Church  should  have  a  service 
which  can  be  memorable  to  him. 

The  value  of  proper  observance  of  the  form 
for  reception  of  members  into  the  Church  ex¬ 
tends  far  beyond  the  service  itself. 
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New  Social  Action 
Handbook  Released 
By  Methodist  Board 

Chicago — (Ml)  —  A  handbook  on 
Christian  social  action,  "The  Modern 
Samaritan,”  has  been  issued  by  the 
goard  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

In  a  foreword  to  the  80-page  book¬ 
let,  Executive  Secretary  A,  Dudley 
Ward  explains  that  the  board  has 
published  the  handbook  “to  present 
the  range  of  issues  for  Which  a  local 
church  committee  or  a  conference 
board  of  social  and  economic  rela¬ 
tions  is  Responsible,  to  provide  stim¬ 
ulating  reading,  discussion,  ques¬ 
tions,  and  a  bibliography,”  The  book 
is  available  from  the  board's  offices, 
740  Rush  St.,  Chicago. 

“It  is  our  conviction,”'  Mr,  Ward 
writes,  “that  as  we  bring  all  polit¬ 
ical  institutions,  economic  condi¬ 
tions,  and  social  practices  under  the 
judgment  of  God,  we  shall  best  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  achievement  of  our 
democratic  ideals  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  is  Kingdom.” 

Author  of  the  book  is  the  Rev. 
Dr,  Clair  M,  Cook  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  associate  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Religion  and  Labor  Founda¬ 
tion,  Who  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
volume  was  visiting  professor  of 
social  ethics  at  Westminster  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Westminster,  Md. 

Mr.  Ward  also  points  out  that  “this 
is  a  primer  for  thought  and  discus¬ 
sion  and  does  not  represent  a  policy 
statement  of  the  Board  on  the  mat¬ 
ters  discussed,  nor  does  it  represent 
the  views  of  all  members  of  the 
Board  at  all  points.” 

Topics  dealt  with  in  the  six  chap¬ 
ters  follow:  (1)  Biblical  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Bases  for  Social  Action;  (2) 
Christian  Social  Action  in  Politics; 
13)  Christian  Social  Action  in  Eco¬ 
nomics;  (4)  Christian  Social  Action 
in  Race  Relations;  (5)  Christian 
Social  Action  in  Civic  Welfare;  (6) 
Christian  Social  Action:  Techniques 
for  Doing. 


American  Church  Deputation  Scores  Soviet  Education  Control 


Methodist  Evangelism 
Board  Sponsors 
Refugee  Family 

Nashville,  Tenn. — (MI) — A  Ger¬ 
man  family — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Wunderlich  and  their  4% -year-old 
daughter,  Doris — have  been  resettled 
here  under  the  sponsorship  of  staff 
members  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

Arrival  of  the  group  made  a  small 
dent  in  the  Methodist  churchwide 
goal  of  sponsoring  5,000  refugees 
through  the  Methodist  Commission 
on  Overseas  Relief  and  Church 


SURVEY  OF 
UNCHURCHED 
COMPLETED 

New  York — (NC)— There  are  few¬ 
er  persons  in  the  U.S.  without  af¬ 
filiation  with  some  type  of  religious 
organization,  in  relation  to  the  total 
population,  than  at  any  time  in  the 
nation’s  history. 

A  National  Council  of  Churches 
survey  shows  that  while  U.S.  popu¬ 
lation  had  increased  by  44,367,000 
between  the  years  1926  and  1954,  the 
number  of  persons  not  reported  on 
the  rolls  of  any  religious  body  rose 
by  just  1,450,000  in  those  years. 

The  figures  are  reported  in  the 
March  31  issue  of  the  Council’s 
weekly  bulletin  “Information  Serv¬ 
ice,”  published  by  its  Bureau  of  Re¬ 
search  and  Survey.  They  were  ob¬ 
tained  by  subtracting  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  reported  as  members 
by  all  religious  bodies  from  the  Con¬ 
tinental  U.S.  population  figure  for 
the  given  year. 

The  largest  number  of  “unchurch¬ 
ed”  were  reported  in  1940  when  the 
figure  rost  to  67,200,000  in  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  132,122,000.  By  1954  the  num¬ 
ber  of  “unchurched”  had  declined  to 
64,200,000  out  of  a  population  listed 
as  161,762,000.  The  latest  figure  on 
church  memberships  in  the  U.S.  is 
97,482,611.  It  includes  all  faiths. 


World  Service. 

The  executive  staff  of  the  evan¬ 
gelism  board  became  interested  in 
personally  sponsoring  a  refugee 
family  when  they  read  that  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  are  running  far  be¬ 
hind  their  pledges  to  help  displaced 
persons  locate  in  this  country. 

The  staff  obtained  a  job  for  Wun¬ 
derlich  in  the  board’s  mailing  de¬ 
partment,  and  had  living  quarters 
ready  when  the  German  family  ar¬ 
rived  in  Nashville  in  March. 

Other  Methodists  interested  in 
helping  displaced  persons  come  here 
should  write  at  once  to  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lee,  MCOR,  150  Fifth  Ave., 
New  York  11,  N.  Y.  Much  red  tape 
is  involved,  and  the  Rufugee  Re¬ 
settlement  Act  expires  this  year. 


Unique  Pulpit  Tells  Story 
Of  Christian  Preaching 

Racine,  Wis.  (RNS)  —  A  unique 
pulpit  dedicated  at  First  Methodist 
church  here  traces  the  story  of 
Christianity  from  its  early  strug¬ 
gles  under  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  to 
the  modern  preaching  traditions  of 
Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  and  Ernest 
Fremont  Tittle. 

Called  “The  Pulpit  of  the  Preach¬ 
ers,”  it  features  carved  figures  on 


Announce  Tivo  Tours  to  India 


Two  tours  of  Methodist  mission  stations  in  India,  in 
observance  of  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  work  there,  have  been  announced  for  this 
fall  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Though  the  tours  will  originate  a  month  apart,  both 
groups  will  be  in  Lucknow  for  the  official  observance 
“f  the  Indian  Methodist  Centenary  in  Lucknow  October 
31  to  November  3.  Both  tours  will  take  their  members 
around  the  world. 

One  tour  of  60  days  will  leave  New  York  Septem- 
ber  29  and  will  end  there  November  27.  The  group  will 
yisit  London,  Paris,  Rome,  Jerusalem,  Cairo  and  Pak- 
istan  before  reaching  India,  and  in  India  visits  will  be 
rnade  to  mission  stations  and  institutions  in  Hyderabad, 
angalore,  Madras,  Nagpur,  Jubbulpore  and  Calcutta. 


The 


group  will  visit  Nepal,  Methodism’s  newest  mission 


field,  and  on  the  way  home  will  stop  in  Rangoon,  Sing- 

^RIL  19,  1956 


New  York — (NC) — The  Soviet  government’s  absolute  control  of  educa¬ 
tion  may  be  a  greater  danger  to  the  Russian  church  than  out-right  govern¬ 
ment  control  of  the  church. 

In  its  aggressive  promotion  of  atheistically  biased  scientific  education 
it  hopes  ultimately  to  eradicate  religion  from  Russia,  in  the  opinion  of 
nine  U.S.  Protestant  church  leaders  who  returned  to  New  York  Friday  from 
history’s  first  broadly  representative  church  mission  to  Russia. 

-  . -  The  National  Council  of  Churches- 

sponsored  deputation  in  a  1,000  word 
statement  issued  on  arrival  con¬ 
firmed  reports  that  during  the  last 
several  years  Soviet  policy  has  dis¬ 
couraged  persecution  of  the  church¬ 
es. 

“Thus  the  church  has  more  free¬ 
dom  than  in  preceding  decades,  but 
at  the  same  time  confronts  a  more 
subtle  challenge,”  the  statement  ob¬ 
serves. 

The  Russian  churches,  the  deputa¬ 
tion  said,  “regard  their  function  as 
that  of  saving  souls  and  preparing 
them  for  heaven  and  show  little  con¬ 
cern  for  the  social  or  intellectual 
life  of  their  people.  It  is  the  pre¬ 
vailing  assumption  that  science  in¬ 
volves  the  reason;  religion  the,  feel¬ 
ings.  Education,  economic  and  polit¬ 
ical  life  are  the  concern  of  the  state. 
Worship,  from  birth  to  death,  is  the 
task  of  the  church.” 

It  is  this  sharp  division  of  func¬ 
tion  which,  the  deputation  stated, 
constitutes  perhaps  a  greater  danger 
to  the  church  than  does  political 
control  of  the  church  itself. 

The  U.S.  leaders  noted  that  al¬ 
though  churches  are  crowded,  there 
is  no  religious  education  except  in 
the  home  by  parents  and  by  priests 
or  ministers  on  occasional  visits  and 
that  publication  of  literature  is  con¬ 
fined  almost  entirely  to  books  used 
in  worship. 

The  deputation  reported  that  they 
were  repeatedly  assured  by  Russian 
church  leaders  of  the  separation  of 
church  and  state.  “It  is  apparent,” 
they  observed,  “that  church  and 
state  have  reached  at  least  a  tempo¬ 
rary  accommodation.” 

“In  return  for  freedom  of  worship 
the  leaders  of  the  churches  have  ap¬ 
parently  inclined  to  go  along  with 
Soviet  communist  leadership  in  im¬ 
portant  areas.” 

“The  most  distressing  illustration” 
of  this,  they  commented,  is  in  the 
area  of  peace  propaganda.  “While 
we  are  convinced  that  the  Russian 
churches  and  people  ardently  desire 
peace,  it  appeared  to  us  that  their 
concept  of  peace  was  derived  not 
only  from  the  Soviet  Foreign  Office, 
but  also  from  an  inadequate  concept 
of  the  mission  of  the  church. 

“We  pointed  out  that  the  World 
Peace  Council,  in  which  church 
leaders  from  Russia  #have  given  con¬ 
spicuous  leadership, 'has  consistently 
taken  the  same  line  as  that  of  the 
Soviet  government  and  that  partic¬ 
ipants  from  the  West  have  not  been 
truly  representative  of  western 
churches.  We  emphasized  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  finding  some  other  basis  than 
their  past  positions  if  we  are  to 
work  together  for  peace.” 

“Despite  many  and  difficult  dif¬ 
ferences,”  the  deputation  hailed 
their  mission  as  “a  distinct  success.” 
They  said  they  believed  they  under¬ 
stood  the  Russian  churchmen  better 
as  a  result  of  their  conversations  and 
were  “confident  that  our  clear  state¬ 
ments  face  to  face  enabled  them  to 
understand  us  better.” 

The  statement  signed  by  all  nine 
members  and  issued  by  Dr.  Eugene 
Carson  Blake,  deputation  chairman 
and  president  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  described  the  visit 
as  the  first  step  toward  future  cor¬ 
respondence  and  other  exchanges. 


Hopes  Americans  Will 
Be  Courteous  To 
Russian  Churchmen 

Washington,  D.C. — (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Eugene  Carson  Blake,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
said  here  that  he  hopes  “Americans 
are  mature  enough”  to  greet  Russian 
religious  leaders  with  the  same 
courtesy  a  deputation  of  nine  United 
States  churchmen  recently  received 
during  its  ten-day  visit  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Dr.  Blake,  speaking  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  church,  said  that  American 
churchmen  were  “very  graciously 
received  in  Moscow  —  we  experi¬ 
enced  not  a  single  incident  of  ani¬ 
mosity.” 

A  delegation  of  Soviet  churchmen 
will  visit  the  United  States  in  June 
under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Council. 

“Whether  our  visit  to  Russia  was 
successful  or  not,  whether  it  was 
popular  or  not,  it  was  something-  we 
felt  we  had  to  do  as  Christians,”  Dr. 
Blake  said. 

The  return  visit  of  the  Russian 
churchmen  should  be  viewed  in  the 
same  light,  he  declared. 


each  of  its  six  corners. 

Dr.  Clarence  Seidenspinner,  pas¬ 
tor,  said  the  figures  represent  “the 
leading  preachers  of  Christendom 
and  Methodism.” 

The  roster  includes  Sts.  Peter 
and  Paul,  representing  the  early 
struggle  to  establish  Christianity 
and  spread  the  movement;  Martin 
Luther,  the  Protestant  Reforma¬ 
tion;  John  Wesley,  the  founding  of 
The  Methodist  Church;  and  Drs. 
Fosdick  and  Tittle,  the  preaching 
traditions  of  today,  in  pulpit  s, 
classrooms  and  the  printed  word. 

Dr.  Fosdick,  pastor  emeritus  of 
Riverside  church,  New  York,  was 
a  professor  of  preaching  and  prac¬ 
tical  theology  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York  from  1915 
to  1946.  Dr.  Tittle  was  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  church  of  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  for  30  years  and  lectured 
.  widely  on  preaching  throughout 
the  United  States.  His  lectures  in¬ 
clude  the  famed  Yale  University 
series. 


apore,  Bangkok,  Hong  Kong,  Manila,  Toyko  and  Hono¬ 
lulu. 

The  second  tour  30  days  in  length,  will  leave  New 
York  October  19  and  end  there  November  21.  The  group 
will  go  to  India  by  way  of  San  Francisco,  Honolulu, 
Manila  and  Singapore.  In  India  they  will  visit  Cal¬ 
cutta,  Delhi,  Agra,  Hyderabad  and  Bombay.  The  home¬ 
ward  trip  will  include  stops  at  Cairo  and  Rome. 

The  sponsoring  agencies  are  the  Division  of  World 
Missions  and  the  Joint  Section  of  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  Mission  Board.  Travel  arrangements  are 
being  made  by  American  Express  Travel  Service. 

Four  ministers  in  different  areas  of  the  United 
States  are  handling  inquiries  about  the  tours.  They 
include: 

South  Central  States— Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf,  809 
Colcord  Bldg.,  15  N.  Robinson  Street,  Oklahoma  City 
2,  Oklahoma. 


V 


Page  Seven 


Your  Prayers 
Can  Help  the 
General  Conference 


By  THOMAS  A.  CARRUTH* 

"The  most  significant  General 
Conference  since  unification”  is  the 
description  some  are  giving  of  the 
forthcoming  session  to  be  held  in 
Minneapolis.  For  this  most  important 
conference  the  most  imr>ortant 
thing  you  can  do  is  to  “PRAY.” 

Every  Methodist  has  a  prayer  res¬ 
ponsibility  in  relation  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  that  no  one  else  can 
carry  out.  This  is  the  one  obligation 
we  can  all  fulfill!  God  is  counting 
on  you.  What  is  your  answer? 

This  conference  will  be  a  time 
of  decision  on  most  crucial  matters. 
With  this  mood  of  imperative  de¬ 
cision  comes  the  atmosphere  most 
creative  for  deep,  intelligent  prayer. 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  faced  dif¬ 
ficult  decisions,  he  said,  “I  have 
been  driven  to  my  knees  over  and 
over  again  because  I  simply  had  no 
where  else  to  go.” 

We  have  arrived  at  a  time  when 
the  best  thinking  people  of  the 
world  know  that  man  within  himself 
does  not  have  the  complete  answer 
for  his  total  need. 

God  has  the  answer!  God  is  the 
answer!  “THIS  GENERAL  CON¬ 
FERENCE  IS  GOING  TO  GOD.” 
They  are  going  to  stay  with  God  and 
the  right  decisions  will  be  revealed. 

When  all  the  great  sermons  have 
been  preached,  the  inspiring  pro¬ 
grams  presented,  people  will  be  say¬ 
ing,  “The  best  of  all  is  that  God  is 
with  us  in  Minneapolis!” 

This  guiding  sense  of  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  will  be  realized  through  united 
prayer.  -  , .  , 

Unity  of  spirit  is  one  essential 
quality  for  every  Christian  group 
that  would  know  the  mind  of  Christ. 

Every  member  of  the  General 
Conference  can  have  the  same 
spirit  —  The  Spirit  of  Christ.  Christ 
is  the  Life! 

Any  delegate  might  be  wrong  in 
his  sincere  judgment  as  he  faces 
matters  of  great  importance.  No 
delegate  can  afford  to  be  wrong  in 
his  spirit. 

The  Christian  church  as  a  vital 
movement  was  born  at  Pentecost. 
If  120  people  in  the  long  ago  could 
have  the  same  spirit  so  that  upon 
them  the  Holy  Spirit  came,  a  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  united  in  prayer  and 
sustained  by  the  prayers  of  millions 
can  know  the  same  power. 

Each  delegate  will  speak  in  his 
own  tongue.  From  the  South,  from 
the  East  and  the  West  —  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth  they  come!  And 
yet  beyond  the  accent  of  a  section 
or  a  tradition  will  be  heard  and 
felt  the  language  of  the  “SPIRIT.” 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  come  upon 
this  General  Conference  at  Min¬ 
neapolis  and  people  will  be  amazed 
at  what  they  hear  and  experience. 

Your  prayers  are  going  to  help 
the  Holy  Spirit  get  through  at  Min¬ 
neapolis. 

Methodists  who  are  praying  at 
home  can  be  informed  by  their  pas¬ 
tor  as  to  the  exact  dates  and  some 
of  the  vital  issues  to  be  considered 
by  the  General  Conference. 

In  your  family  devotions,  in  your 
private  prayers,  remember  daily 
the  possibilities  of  this  conference. 

If  you  are  in  a  prayer  group,  dis¬ 
cuss  together  how  you  can  most 

(Continued  on  page  9) 

•Dr.  Carruth  is  a  staff  member  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 


ARKANSAS  DELEGATION  TO  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE  DELEGATION 

General  Conference  Delegates,  front  row  I  to  r,  Charles  Stuck,  Jonesboro  layman;  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen, 
pastor.  First  Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro;  and  Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  Fort  Smith  District  Superintendent; 
back  row,  I  to  r,  Charles  Shiveley,  Forrest  City  layman;  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis,  Hendrix  College  president,  Conway, 
layman;  and  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  pastor.  Central  Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville.  Reserve  ministerial 
delegates  include  Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley,  Fayetteville  District  Superintendent;  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Conference 
Board  of  Education  executive  secretary,  Conway;  Rev.  Elmer  J.  Holifield,  Jonesboro  District  Superintendent; 
Rev.  Alfred  A.  Knox,  Fort  Smith,  pastor;  and  Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin,  Paragould  District  Superintendent.  Reserve 
lay  delegates  include  Jim  Wiseman,  Searcy;  Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Searcy;  Nels  Barnett,  Batesville;  E.  Clay 
Bumpers,  Wabash;  and  Howard  Tex  Waggoner,  Fayetteville. 

LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE  DELEGATION 

Little  Rock  Conference  Delegates  to  General  Conference:  seated,  Alton  B.  Raney  and  Roland  Shelton, 
both  of  Little  Rock,  lay  delegates;  standing.  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Little  Rock,  and  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule,  Hope, 
ministerial  delegates.  Reserve  ministerial  delegates  include  Dr.  Arthur  Terry.,  Pine  Bluff  District  Superin¬ 
tendent;  Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Pulaski  Heights,  Little  Rock,  pastor;  Rev.  D.  Mouzon  Mann,  McGehee, 
pastor;  and  Dr.  Cecil  R.  Culver,  'pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado.  Reserve  Lay  delegates  in¬ 
clude  John  Lookadoo,  Arkadelphia;  B.  T.  Fooks,  Camden;  Homer  Adkins,  Malvern;  and  Mrs.  J.  Russell 
Henderson,  Little  Rock. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODlSt 


REPRESENTS  LOUISIANA  METHODISM  -  MINNEAPOLIS 

_  I 


MINISTERIAL  DELEGATES 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  District  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District;  Dr.  William  E.  Trice,  Pastor, 
University  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  Guy  W.  Hicks,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District; 
and  Rev.  Robert  M.  Carter,  Pastor,  Covington.  Reserve  Delegates  include  Rev.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  Pastor,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe;  Rev.  Carl  Lueg,  Pastor,  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles;  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District;  Rev.  Jolly  Harper,  Pastor,  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston;  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District;  and  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Lafayette  District. 


LAY  DELEGATES 


Lay  Delegates  from  Louisiana  Conference  to  General  Conference:  I  to  r,  J.  N.  Fomby,  Alexandria; 
Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam;  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans;  and  Judge  R.  S.  O'Neal,  Shreveport.  Reserve  Delegates 
include  Judge  V.  M.  Mouser,  Columbia;  J.  C.  Love,  Ruston;  W.  D.  Cotton,  Rayville;  and  C.  0.  Holland,  Minden. 


effectively  pray  for  all  of  our  rep¬ 
resentatives  at  Minneapolis. 

The  Sunday  just  before  General 
Conference  and  the  Sundays  during 
General  Conference  offer  great  op¬ 
portunities  for  united  prayer  at  the 
church.  Join  with  thousands  of 
churches  around  the  world  in  earnest 
prayer  that  God  will  make  this  the 
finest  conference  in  the  history  of 
Methodism. 

Write  your  prayer  friends  and 
ask  them  to  join  you  in  daily  prayer 
throughout  the  General  Conference. 

Prayer  will  help  us  to  accept  in 
a  Christ-like  spirit  the  total  results 
of  the  General  Conference. 

Prayer  will  help  us  to  be  better 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  great 
Christian  programs  set  in  motion  by 
the  leaders  of  our  church.  Through 
humble,  sincere  prayer  our  resis¬ 
tance  can  be  turned  into  readiness, 
and  our  reaction  into  construction. 

Through  prayer  we  can  be  en¬ 
lightened  with  regard  to  the  un¬ 
folding  purpose  of  God  as  it  is  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  dreams  and  aspirations 
of  the  church  as  a  whole. 

Much  will  be  said  at  Minneapolis 
about  the  success  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  We  greatly  need  this  posi¬ 
tive  appraisal.  But  with  the  added 
members,  the  increasing  wealth,  and 
the  growing  prestige  of  Methodism 
comes  the  ever  present  danger  of 
spiritual  pride.  Prayer  will  help 
save  the  General  Conference  and 
Methodism  from  "Self  -  Defeating 
Success." 

Prayer  will  keep  our  delegates 
from  doing  the  right  thing  for  the 
wrong  reason! 

Prayer  will  help  to  save  Metho¬ 
dism  from  having  a  revival  of  or¬ 
dinary  religion! 

Prayer  will  help  our  church  repent 
of  its  best!  Then  God  can  do  some¬ 
thing  better  for  us  and  with  us. 

The  great  question  following  the 
General  Conference  will  be,  “What 
did  God  do  at  Minneapolis?” 

The  early  church  in  reporting  on 
its  conferences  told  over  and  over 
what  God  had  done  and  thanked 
Him  for  the  privilege  of  suffering 
in  carrying  out  His  plans. 

Today  we  often  come  to  a  con¬ 
ference  or  come  from  a  conference 
telling  what  we  have  done  and 
thanking  God  that  we  have  not  had 
to  suffer  in  His  work. 

This  conference  will  be  seeking 
the  “Changless  Purpose  of  God  in 
a  Changing  World.”  The  delegates 
will  not  be  voting  on  God.  They  will 
be  discussing,  discovering,  and  ap¬ 
proving  those  principles  and  pro¬ 
cedures  which,  when  enacted  into 
programs  and  movements,  will  say 
to  the  world  how  much  of  the  mind 
of  Christ  The  Methodist  Church  has 
as  it  faces  the  total  need  of  man¬ 
kind. 

United  prayer  will  help  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  to  be  alert  and 
alive  to  the  mood  and  the  meaning 
of  the  moments  in  which  we  live. 
With  a  prayer  on  its  lips  and  a 
song  in  its  heart  our  church  will 
go  forth  to  pioneer  on  a  thousand 
fronts  of  social  action,  evangelistic 
endeavor,  educational  achievement, 
missionary  enterprise,  and  sacrifi¬ 
cial  service. 

United  prayer  will  inspire  the 
General  Conference  to  reach  with 
praying  hands  beyond  the  border 
of  its  own  denominational  concerns 
until,  in  sympathy  and  love,  we 
are  united  with  all  praying  Chris¬ 
tians  throughout  the  earth,  praying. 

“Our  Father  who  art  in  Heaven! 

Hallowed  be  Thy  Name! 

Thy  Kingdom  come,  Thy  will  be 
done 

On  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.” 


APRIL  19,  1956 
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New  Catacomb  Found  In  Rome 


Rome  (RNS)  —  Osservatore 
Romano,  Vatican  City  newspaper, 
announced  the  discovery  of  a  cat¬ 
acomb  here  with  the  largest  and 
finest  collection  of  Christian  murals 
ever  found  in  the  underground 
burial  places  where  Christians  hid 
from  persecution  in  the  days  of 
ancient  Rome. 

The  discovery  wa  s  made  six 
months  ago  but  not  disclosed  un¬ 
til  now.  The  Rev.  Antonio  Ferrua, 
S.  J.,  secretary  of  the  Pontifical 
Commission  of  Sacred  Archeology, 
directed  the  excavations. 

In  a  report  published  in  Osserva¬ 
tore,  Father  Ferrua  said  the  murals, 
all  remarkable  for  their  beauty, 
were  located  in  a  small  chamber 
measuring  158  feet  by  89  feet,  be- 
law  the  Via  Latina,  o  n  Rome’s 
southern  outskirts.  H  e  said  that 
“nothing  like  this  has  ever  been 
found  in  any  early  Christian  ceme¬ 
tery.” 

According  to  Father  Ferrua,  the 
Frescoes  represent  subjects  from 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  A- 
mong  the  Old  Testament  subjects, 
he  said,  are  depictions  of  Adam  and 
Eve  being  expelled  from  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  Eden,  the  Flood,  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  Isaac,  the  passage  of  the 
Israelites  through  the  Red  Sea, 
Samson  throttling  the  lion,  and 
Absalom  hanging  from  an  oak  tree. 

The  scenes  from  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  the  priest  said,  are  especially 
beautiful.  They  include  pictures  of 
Christ  with  the  Disciples,  Christ 
seated  between  Peter  and  Paul, 
Christ  talking  to  the  Samaritan 
woman,  the  Annunciation,  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  res¬ 
urrection  of  Lazarus. 

In  addition,  Fathef  Ferrua  re¬ 
ported,  the  catacomb  contains  a 


number  of  murals  of  frankly  pagan 
nature.  The  subjects,  he  said,  in¬ 
clude  Cleopatra  and  the  Asp,  scenes 
from  the  life  of  Hercules,  and 
others  from  the  life  of  ancient 
Rome.  The  theme  of  some  of  the 
pagan  subjects  is  obsure  and  will 
need  further  study,  he  added. 

Father  Ferrua  said  the  discovery 
was  made  when  the  Vatican  arche¬ 
ological  commission  investigated 
mysterious  holes  in  grund  near  the 
Via  Latina  that  had  subsided  as  a 
result  of  recent  construction. 


Graham  Completes  Talk 
To  Students  Despite  Bomb  Threat 

Princeton,  N.  J.  (RNS)  —  Evan¬ 
gelist  Billy  Graham  completed  an 
address  to  some  1,700  persons  in 
Princeton  University’s  Alexander 
Hall  here  although  notified  b  y 
police  after  he  began  talking  that 
an  unidentified  crank  had  threaten¬ 
ed  to  bomb  the  meeting. 

Princeton  Police  Chief  John  C. 
Smith  informed  Mr.  Graham  at 
7:55  p.  m.  that  a  telephone  caller 
had  told  police  a  “bomb  concealed 
in  the  hall”  would  go  off  at  8  p.  m. 

Realizing  that  the  crowd  of  stu¬ 
dents,  faculty  members  and  towns¬ 
people  could  not  be  cleared  out 
safely  in  a  few  minutes,  the  evan¬ 
gelist  decided,  with  the  approval  of 
university  officials,  to  continue  his 
talk,  ending  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
To  avoid  panic,  no  announcement  of 
the  threat  was  made  to  the  audi¬ 
ence. 

Mr.  Graham  wound  up  his  talk 
and  question-and-answer  period  at 
8:25  p.  m.  Meanwhile,  six  police¬ 
men  and  seven  university  proctors 
scoured  the  hall’s  basement  and  all 
probable  hiding  places  but  no 
bomb  was  found. 


ACP  Member  Papers 
Now  Reach  30  Million 
Readers 

Toronto  (RNS)  —  Member  papers 
of  the  Associated  Church  Press 
have  a  total  circulation  exceeding 
11,000,000  and  reach  an  estimated 
30  million  readers,  it  was  reported 
here  to  the  group’s  37th  annual 
meeting  by  Dr.  William  P.  Lipp= 
hard  of  New  York,  executive  secre* 
tary. 

The  ACP  comprises  editors  of 
Protestant  publications  in  the  U.S, 
and  Canada.  The  sessions  here 
marked  the  first  time  the  organi¬ 
zation  has  met  outside  the  United 
States. 

Voted  into  membership  at  the 
meetings  were  11  publications, 
bringing  the  total  number  to  42. 

The  new  members  are  Episcopal 
Churchnews,  Lutheran  Companion, 
Parish  School  Magazine  (Luther¬ 
an),  Presbyterian  Action,  Mission¬ 
ary  Messenger  (Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church-Colored),  Baptist  World 
(official  organ  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance),  Michigan  Baptist,  Cana- 
dian  Free  Methodist' Herald,  Young 
Crusader  (Woman’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union),  Church  and 
State  (official  organ  of  Protestants 
and  Other  Americans  United  for 
Separation^  of  Church  and  State), 
and  L’Aurore  (French-Speaking 
Protestant  Federation  of  Canada), 

Stressing  that  the  ACP  embraces 
all  branches  of  Protestantism,  Dr. 
Lipphard  observed  that  its  mem¬ 
bership  is  “more  inclusive  than  that 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es  or  the  World  Council  of  Church¬ 
es.”  He  called  on  the  editors  to  be 
mindful  of  “the  tremendous  in¬ 
fluence  we  can  exert  on  public 
opinion.” 


Methodist!  Ask 
Change  In 
National  Anthem 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  _ 

When  the  quadrennial  Methodist 
General  Conference  meets  here 
April  25  to  May  9  it  will  be 
asked  to  get  behind  a  move  to 
make  “America  the  Beautiful” 
the  national  anthem  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States, 

The  world  peace  Committee  of 
the  Wisconsin  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  has  initiated  the  memorial, 
saying:  “We  cannot  bring  about 
peace  by  singing  about  rockets 
and  bomb’s  and  their  successors 
—  intercontinental  guided  mis¬ 
siles  or  A-bombs," 

The  reference  was  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  background  and  traditions 
of  the  preseht  anthem,  “The  Star 
Spangled  Banner,"  - 

The  Wisconsin  committee  said 
that  ih  addition  to  being  peace¬ 
ful  in  nature  “America  the  Beau¬ 
tiful"  has  these  advantages: 

“It  is  very  easy  to  sing  (an 
important  factor  in  grade  and 
high  schools.) 

“It  is  easy  to  understand. 

“It  embraces  the  best  of  major 
religions. 

“It  is  easier  to  memorize,  hence 
can  be  sung  in  its  entirety. 

“Each  stanza  ends  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  prayer  for  a  better  nation. 

“It  reflects  the  beauty  and 
bountifulness  of  oUr  nation. 

“It  was  inspired  by  a  closeness 
to  God. 

Words  for  “America  the  Beau¬ 
tiful”  were  written  by  Katherine 
Bates  after  a  visit  to  Pike’s 
Peak  by  prairie  wagon  in  1893. 


Scriptures  Now  Published  In  1,092  Languages 


New  Discovery  May  Confirm  Date  of 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls 


Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  Israeli  ar¬ 
cheologists  have  unearthed  a  piece 
of  pottery  and  a  strip  of  papyus  at 
newly-excavated  ruins  of  King 
Herod’s  palace  which  may  help 
confirm  the  date  of  the  famous 
Dead  Sea  scrolls  found  at  Qumran 
in  1947  and  later. 

The  new  discovery  was  made  at 
Massada,  the  ancient  Jewish  rock 
fortress  overlooking  the  south¬ 
western  shores  of  the  Dead  Sea,  by 
a  joint  expedition  from  the  Hebrew 
University,  the  Israeli  government’s 
department  of  antiquities,  and  the 
Israeli  Exploration  Society. 

Yochanan  Aharoni,  leader  of  the 
expedition,  said  the  pottery  frag¬ 
ment  bore  an  inscription  in  Hebrew 
letters  “very  similar  to  the  Dead 
Sea  scrolls.”  The  inscription  reads 
“Hanani  ben  Shimon  min  ...” 
meaning  “Hanani  son  of  Shimon 
from  .  .  .”  The  papyrus  strip,  which 
measured  a  few  inches  long,  con¬ 
tained  a  square  of  Hebrew  script 
which  has  not  yet  been  deciphered. 

As  the  new  discoveries  are  def¬ 
initely  dated  prior  to  the  year  73, 
when  Massada  was  destroyed  by 
the  Romans  during  their  war 
against  the  Jews,  they  help  to  fix 
the  date  of  the  Dead  Sea  scrolls, 
which  most  scholars  believe  were 
written  about  2,000  years  ago. 

The  excavators  also  found  a 
belonging  to  the  courtyard  o f 
Herod’s  palace.  Finely  plastered 
and  richly  decorated  with  panels 
of  colored  flowers  and  plants,  they 
are  similar  to  the  walls  of  Pompeii, 
ancient  Italian  city  destroyed  by 


the  eruption  of  Vensuvius  in  A.  D. 
79, 

In  another  part  of  Herod’s  palace 
It  h  e  archeologists  discovered  a  n 
armory  and  food  stores,  all  exactly 
as  described  by  Josephus  Flavius 
historian  of  the  Jewish-Roman  war. 

The  armory  showed  signs  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  completely  gutted  while 
another  room,  which  apparently 
had  not  been  damaged,  contained 
remnants  of  pottery  and  glass  bot¬ 
tles.  This  supports  Josephus’  ac¬ 
count  of  the  burning  of  the  Massada 
fortress  by  its  defenders,  members 
of  the  Sicarri  sect,  before  they 
committed  mass  suicide. 

King  Herod  reigned  in  J  u  d  i  a 
from  40  B.  C.  to  4  B.  C.  He  was 
the  son  of  Antipater,  who  served 
in  Caesar’s  campaign  against  Egypt 
and  appointed  Herod  ruler  of  Gali¬ 
lee  when  the  latter  was  25  years 
old. 


Saigon,  So.  Vitenam  (RNS)  — 
Five  mountain  men  from  the  high- 
1  a  n  d  plateau  of  central  Vietnam 
were  ordained  qs  ministers  of  the 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance 
at  an  annual  inter-tribal  conference 
held  at  Ban  Me  Thuot,  150  miles 
northeast  of  here. 

They  are  the  first  members  of 
any  of  the  primitive  tribes  inhabit¬ 
ing  the  mountainous  hinterland  to 
be  ordained  by  the  American  mis¬ 
sionary  organization,  which  began 
evangelistic  work  in  this  country 


New  York  (RNS)  —  Whole 
Bibles,  Testaments*  or  Bible  por¬ 
tions  have  been  published  in  1,092 
languages  and  dialects,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society  reported  here. 

It  said  eight  new  languages  were 
added  to  the  list  in  1955  with  the 
publication  of  Bible  portions  i  n 
five  languages  by  the  American 
Society  and  by  other  Bible  socie¬ 
ties  in  three  more. 

As  of  the  end  of  1955,  the  report 
said,  the  whole  Bible  had  been 
made  available  in  207  languages  or 
dialects,  a  complete  Testament  in 
265  more  and  one  or  more  single 
books  of  the  Bible  in  620  others. 

New  languages  in  which  Bible 
portions  were  published  during  the 
year  by  the  American  Bible  Socie¬ 
ty  included  three  spoken  in  Mexi¬ 
co  (Chinantec,  Chontal,  and  Otomi), 
the  Phillipines  dialect  Tiruray,  and 
the  Guatemalan  Indian  language 
Tzutujil.  Other  Bible  societies  pub- 


in  1929. 

The  ordination  ceremony  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  G.  Man- 
gham  Jr.  of  Maitland,  Fla.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Alliance’s  Tribes  of 
Vietnam  Mission  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Ban  Me  Thuot,  and  the  Rev. 
Herbert  Jackson  of  Hamden,  Conn. 
Mr.  Jackson  was  a  member  of  the 
first  mission  group  sent  to  Vietnam 
by  the  Alliance  and  is  still  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Dalat  where  they  began 
work. 

The  1,200,000  Vietnamese  living 


lished  portions  in  Kapauku,  spoken 
in  New  Guinea;  Pila,  spoken  in 
Dahomey,  French  West  Africa,  and 
Nyemba,  spoken  in  Angola,  Portu¬ 
guese  West  Africa. 

Last  year,  the  Old  Testament  was 
issued  in  Luvale  by  the  American 
Society  which  previously  had  pub¬ 
lished  the  New  Testament  in  that 
language.  Luvale  is  spoken  in 
Northern  Rhodesia,  Angola,  and  the 
Belgian  Congo. 

In  1955,  complete  New  Testa¬ 
ments  were  made  available  for  the 
first  time  in  six  languages  in  which 
only  Bible  portions  had  been  pub¬ 
lished.  These  are  Bari  (spoken  in 
the  Sudan),  Asho  Southern  Chin 
(Burma,  Conob  (Guatemala), 
Gbari-Matai  (Nigeria),  Hula  (Pap¬ 
ua),  and  Kim  (French  Equatorial 
Africa). 


in  the  central  plateau  area  are 
divided  into  about  10  0  different 
warlike  tribes,  each  speaking  its 
own  dialect  and  many  of  them  fol¬ 
lowing  pagan  practices. 

Describing  the  ordinations  as  “a 
historic  event  in  Protestant  mis¬ 
sion  effort,”  Mr.  Jackson  said  they 
were  the  result  “of  27  years  of  dif¬ 
ficult  work  and  dedicated  study 
carried  steadily  on  through  wars, 
massacres  by  the  (Communist)  Ho 
Chi  Minh  forces,  pagan  practices, 
and  the  savage  ritualistic  of  un¬ 
converted  fellow  tribespeople  still 
ruled  by  the  terror  of  pagan 
spirits.” 


Five  Vietnamese  Tribesmen  Ordained  As  Ministers 
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Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 


CHURCHES  HAVING  HIGH  AVERAGE 
AT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


INTERESTING  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  STATISTICS 

An  interesting  angle  of  church 
school  statistics  is  the  percentage 
of  which  church  school  membership 
is  of  church  membership. 

For  several  years  the  Department 
of  General  Church  School  Work, 
General  Eoard  of  Education,  has  in¬ 
cluded  this  information,  by  confer¬ 
ences,  in  its  annual  Statistical  Rec¬ 
ord  of  Progress. 

The  following  information  on  this 
category  of  church  school  statistics 
is  contained  in  the  Record  of  Prog¬ 
ress  for  1955: 

Conferences  reporting  that  their 
church  school  membership  was  over 
100  per  cent  of  their  church  mem¬ 
bership  were:  Puerto  Rico,  208.6; 
Hawaii  Mission,  120.2;  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Provisional,  102.4;  Cuba,  115.7. 

Conferences  reporting  between  90 
and  100  per  cent  included:  Michigan, 
96.6;  North  Indiana,  93.5;  Alaska 
Mission,  91.1;  Idaho,  91.5;  Oregon, 
91.8;  Pacific  Northwest,  93.9;  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada,  94.5;  Peninsula,  97.8. 

Largest  percentage  shown  in  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  was  that  of  the 
Southwest  Conference,  75.1. 

In  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
apart  from  Cuba,  the  Holston  Con¬ 
ference  had  the  largest  percentage, 
84.5. 

Largest  percentage  reported  in 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  was 
Central  Kansas  with  82.9. 

For  the  entire  church  the  church 
school  membership  was  73.2  per  cent 
of  the  church  membership. 

I  ADULT  WORK 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

“The  Department  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  of  Adults  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  is  co-operating 
with  you  in  developing  the  adult 
work  of  your  district  through  your 
district  and  subdistrict  directors  of 
adult  work  and  the  presidents  of 
your  subdistrict  young  adult  fellow¬ 
ships.” 

This  statement  was  made  by  Dr. 
Leon  M.  Adkins,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education,  in  a 
recent  letter  to  the  574  district  su¬ 
perintendents  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  letter  that 
it  is  extremely  difficult  for  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults  to  make  any  contribution  to 
the  work  of  the  local  churches  in 
those  districts  that  do  not  have 
these  volunteer  workers,  except  as 
it  reaches  the  leaders  in  local 
churches  through  the  promotional 
leaflets  and  manuals  that  it  pro¬ 
duces.  The  distribution  of  these 
leaflets  and  manuals  is  difficult, 
Dr.  Adkins  said,  unless  they  are 
channeled  to  local  church  leaders 
through  the  district  workers.  The 
Adult  Department  does  not  send 
general  mailings  to  adult  leaders  in 
local  churches. 

It  is  suggested  in  the  letter  that 
district  superintendents  write  to  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Adults  in  regard  to  any  problems 
that  they  face  in  developing  the 
adult  work  in  the  church  schools 
of  their  districts.  The  address  of  the 
department  is:  Department  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  of  Adults,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

There  are  now  2,704,550  adults  in 
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Highland  Park  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Texas,  led  the  church  last 
year  in  average  attendance  at  Sun¬ 
day  school,  it  has  been  revealed  by 
the  annual  Record  of  Progress  in 
Methodist  Church  Schools,  1955, 
compiled  by  the  Department  of 
General  Church  School  ^Tork,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education. 

Highland  Park’s  average  attend¬ 
ance  was  2042. 

The  five  churches  have  the  high¬ 
est  average  Sunday  school  attend¬ 
ance,  aside  from  Highland  Park, 
were  Polk  Street,  Amarillo,  Texas, 
1729;  Boston  Avenue,  Tulsa,  Okla¬ 
homa,  1616;  Tyler  Street,  Dallas, 
1581;  Eastlake,  Birmingham,  Ala¬ 
bama,  1374;  First  Church,  Dallas, 
1354. 

The  number  of  churches  that  re¬ 
ported  having  more  than  1000  in 
average  attendance  a  t  Sunday 
School  has  increased  from  11  in 
1949  to  26  in  1955,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Walter  Towner,  director  of 
the  Department  of  General  Church 
School  Work.  “But  in  doing  honor 
to  these  26  churches,  wo  do  not 
overlook  the  fact  that  many  smaller 
Methodist  church  schools  had  as 
good  records  comparatively  speak¬ 
ing,”  Mr.  Towner  said.  “All  honor 
to  every  church  school  that  is  ac¬ 
complishing  great  things  for  our 
Master.” 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 

“The  number  of  churches  having 
vacation  church  schools  and  the 
number  of  children  attending  them 
continue  to  grow,”  it  was  said  re¬ 
cently  by  Dr.  Mary  Alice  Jones,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Department  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  of  Children.  General 
Board  of  Education.  “Coaching  con¬ 
ferences  for  leaders  in  vacation 
church  schools  are  held  in  almost 
all  the  annual  conferences  and  in 
an  increasing  number  of  districts 
throughout  the  connection.  The 
Methodist  Church  works  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
development  of  textbooks  for  va¬ 
cation  church  schools  as  well  as 
developing  some  specifically  Meth¬ 
odist  textbooks.  We  have  had  pub¬ 
lished  during  the  quadrennium  six 
new  books  for  use  in  the  children’s 
division  of  the  vacation  church 
school, and  we  now  have  a  substan¬ 
tial  body  of  good  curriculum  and 
guidance  material  from  which  local 
church  leaders  may  choose.” 

Dr.  Jones  stated  that  the  depart¬ 
ment  has  worked  very  closely  with 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
the  Development  of  the  vacation 
church  school  catalog  listing  ap¬ 
proved  materials  for  the  use  of 
Methodist  churches. 

The  department  co-operated  with 
a  number  of  conferences  needing 
special  support  in  the  leadership  of 
„ their  vacation  church  school  pro¬ 
grams  by  providing  leadership  for 


Methodist  church  schools.  While 
this  is  a  large  number  of  adults,  it  is 
not  even  one  third  of  the  adult  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  it  was  said  by 
Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  director  of  the 
Adult  Department.  Dr.  Adkins  and 
Dr.  Rippy  agree  that  subdistrict 
directors  of  adult  work  and  the 
presidents  of  sub-district  young 
adult  fellowships  in  the  districts  do 
make  a  great  difference  in  the  adult 
work  in  a  conference. 


MISS  CHAFFIN 
INJURED 

Miss  Mary  Chaffin,  deaconess  in 
the  Izard  County  Larger  Parish,  in¬ 
jured  her  knee  in  a  car  wreck  March 
28.  The  car  belonging  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  was  com¬ 
pletely  demolished.  Miss  Rhea  Sears, 
who  was  riding  with  Miss  Chaffin, 
suffered  cuts  about  her  forehead. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

An  installation  service  will  be 
held  May  13  at  the  Rock  Springs 
Church,  Wilmar  Charge,  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers:  President,  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Barron;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  McKeown;  Secretary  -  Treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  H.  B.  McKeown;  Mission¬ 
ary  Education,  Mrs.  Loy  McKeown; 
and  Christian  Social  Relations  and 
Local  Church  Activities,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Harper. 


On  March  29  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  of  the  Bentonville  Church,  a 
sacrificial  luncheon  was  held,  with 
a  seven  foot  cross  covered  with  dog¬ 
wood  blossoms  against  the  wall.  Be¬ 
low  the  cross  was  a  velvet  draped 
table  on  which  a  vase  of  calla  lillies 
and  lighted  candles  stood.  In  front 
of  this  was  the  Communion  table. 

The  guests  ate  at  tables  arranged 
in  the  form  of  a  cross  with  white 
cloths  and  candles.  Those  present 
gave  an  offering  for  missions,  and 
the  luncheon  was  a  sweet  roll  and 
black  coffee. 

Mrs.  V.  C.  Rife  played  background 
music  on  the  organ  through  the 
reading  parts  of  the  program  given 
by  Rev.  Martin  Bierbaum,  pastor, 
Mrs.  John  Massie,  Miss  Sadie  Inch 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Tate,  Mrs.  Paul 
Gilliam,  Mrs.  George  Schalehlin, 
Mrs.  Charles  Hestwood,  and  Mrs. 
Jessie  Gilstrap.  A  trio  composed  of 
Mrs.  Wilson  Powell,  Mrs.  Ben  Boone 
and  Mrs.  Martin  Bierbaum  sang. 

The  sacrament  was  served  by  the 
pastor,  with  Mrs.  John  McLendon 
acting  as  usher. 


The  ladies  of  the  Bethel  Church 
presented  curtains  for  the  sanctuary, 
and  the  United  States  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  flags.  A  dedication  service  was 
held  March  31  with  Chaplain  Dick 
Thomas  of  the  Little  Rock  Air  Force 
Base  dedicating  the  United  States 
Flag  and  Rev.  Davis  Bilberry,  pas¬ 
tor,  dedicating  the  Christian  flag. 


a  period  of  weeks  within  the  dis¬ 
trict  to  work  directly  with  local 
churches  in  setting  up  and  carrying 
through  vacation  church  schools,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Jones.  The  leaders 
chosen  for  this  work  were  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  responsible  author¬ 
ities  within  the  conference  and  dis¬ 
trict. 

Miss  Mary  Calhoun  is  carrying 
major  responsibility  for  this  phase 
of  the  work  for  the  Department  of 
the  Christian  Education  of  Children. 

The  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work  has  reported 
that  in  1954  the  number  of  Metho¬ 
dist  pupils  in  vacation  church  schools 
was  1,171,142,  with  a  net  gain  of 
56,699.  While  a  complete  statistical 
report  is  not  yet  available  for  1955, 
the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  alone 
has  reported  308,956  Methodist  pu¬ 
pils  in  vacation  schools,  with  a  gain 
over  last  year  of  30,281. 


PARAGOULD 
DISTRICT  MEETING 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Paragould  District 
met  in  the  Piggott  Methodist  Church 
Wednesday  April  4,  1956.  There 
were  ninety-one  in  attendance  rep¬ 
resenting  eighteen  societies. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president,  Mrs.  Mabel  Pope. 

The  morning  worship  was  led  by 
the  host  pastor,  the  Rev.  Floyd 
Villines. 

Mrs.  Gus  Camp,  president  of  the 
Piggott  Society  extended  greetings 
to  the  assembly  of  guests. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Blackburn,  president 
Walnut  Ridge  Society  responded  to 
the  greetings. 

Mrs.  Pope  presided  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  session  at  which  time  the  slate 
of  new  officers  for  the  coming  two- 
year  period  was  presented  by  the 
nominating  committee,  accepted  and 
elected  by  the  assembly  of  delegates 
District  officers  reported  on  their 
work. 

Highlights  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  of  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  were  presented  by 
Mrs.  Lee  Ward. 

The  District  Superintendent,  Rev. 
J.  A.  Gatlin,  told  us  about  the  new¬ 
ly  finished  district  parsonage. 

Miss  Iris  Bell,  rural  worker,  led 
in  a  period  of  meditation  directing 
her  message  on  “New  Areas”  using 
the  scripture  “Here  am  I,  Send  Me” 
in  particular  for  the  thinking  of  the 
officers  as  they  assume  their  new 
duties. 

A  duet  “Open  The  Gates  of  The 
Temple”  was  sung  by  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Layle  and  Mrs.  Charles  Gregory  as 
the  opening  feature  for  the  after¬ 
noon  session. 

An  impressive  pledge  service  was 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Don  Richardson 
assisted  by  eight  of  the  ladies  from 
different  parts  of  the  district. 

Bro.  Gatlin  assisted  by  Rev. 
Floyd  Villines  and  Rev.  Byron  Mc- 
Spadden  installed  the  new  district 
officers. 

Mrs.  Lee  Ward  made  a  report 
from  the  courtesy  committee. 

Pocahontas  Society  extended  an 
invitation  for  the  next  meeting  to 
be  held  with  them  and  the  invita¬ 
tion  was  accepted. 

Mrs.  Pope,  the  retiring  president, 
gave  a  resume  of  the  ambitions  and 
achievements  of  her  two  years  in 
office. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  bene¬ 
diction  in  unison  led  by  the  newly 
installed  president,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Nickels.  —  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bledsoe,  Rec. 
Sec’y. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Thousands  of  American  and  Ca¬ 
nadian  churches  and  individuals  will 
seek  to  make  a  primary  contribution 
to  world  peace  by  strengthening  the 
religious  faith  of  the  family  during 
special  observances  May  6-13.  The 
occasion  is  the  sixteenth  National 
Family  Week.  The  1956  theme  of 
“God  in  the  Home — Peace  in  the 
World”  has  a  double  significance  for 
the  nation’s  religious  community 
since  it  involves  two  of  the  major 
concerns  of  Christian  churches. 
While  the  theme  and  supporting 
material  for  the  Protestant  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  Week  are  prepared  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
observance  is  encouraged  by  the 
various  denominations  and  councils 
of  churches.  These  provide  devo¬ 
tional  and  reading  suggestions,  book 
lists,  and  programs  for  local  church¬ 
es  and  families.  Parallel  observance 
is  also  carried  on  by  Jewish,  Cath¬ 
olic,  and  social  agency  groups. 
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MRS.  SAM  NADER,  wife  of  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Houma,  was 
named  Lady  of  the  Week  by  the  Terrebonne 
Press  in  its  recent  issue. 

THE  ALUMNI  of  Mansfield  College  will  hold 
a  reunion  on  April  21  and  22  at  Caney  Lake. 
This  is  the  first  reunion  held  by  this  group  since 
the  college  was  closed  in  1930. 

OPEN  HOUSE  was  held  at  the  new  parsonage 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles  on  Sunday  afternoon,  April  15,  from  1:30 
p.m.  to  5:30  o’clock.  Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

NINETEEN  Junior  boys  and  girls  were  received 
into  the  Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette, 
on  Palm  Sunday.  Two  hundred  people  attended 
the  church  service  in  the  new  building.  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Hudson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  will  be  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  25. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
preached  at  the  morning  service  of  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Sunday  morning, 
April  15.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  W.  L.  DUREN  of  New  Orleans 
are  spending  a  six-weeks’  vacation  with 
their  daughter,  Miss  Mary  Duren,  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  Dr.  Duren  is  minister  emeritus  of  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans. 

SHELDON  STEWART  was  elected  president  of 
the  Methodist  Men  of  the  DeRidder  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  its  recent  meeting.  Other  officers 
are  Curtis  Martin,  vice-president  and  W.  J. 
Fields,  secretary-treasurer.  Rev.  George  Pearce, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  A.  E.  WINGFIELD,  pastor  of  the  Martha- 
ville  Charge,  writes  that  a  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  was  held  at  the  Beulah  Church  at  5:15 
o’clock  with  a  fine  attendance.  The  pastor  used 
as  his  text  for  the  sermon  “Because  I  live,  ye 
shall  live  also.” 

A  FAMILY  NIGHT  program  was  held  during 
the  Spiritual  Festival  Week  which  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Houma. 
The  program  was  built  around  the  life  of  the 
pastor  of  the  church  and  was  called  “Sam  Nader 
Appreciation  Night.”  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Nader 
were  presented  with  a  cash  love  gift. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  will 
sponsor  an  all  church  family  picnic  on  Saturday, 
May  12.  The  outing  will  be  held  at  the  recre¬ 
ational  grounds  of  the  Sharp  Station  Air  Force 
Depot.  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  KENNETH  S.  JONES,  of  St. 

Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  Baltimore,  Md., 
have  been  assigned  to  missionary  work  in  the 
Belgian  Congo  to  follow  a  year’s  training  in 
Belgium,  according  to  recent  announcement.  Mrs. 
Jones  is  the  former  Miss  Edlea  Janice  Kelly  of 
New  Orleans  and  is  a  graduate  of  Sophie  New¬ 
comb  College. 

DR.  FRANK  FLOWERS,  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  Institute  in  Lafayette,  spoke  to 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  Asbury  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  on  “Integration  and  Segre¬ 
gation.”  The  pastor,  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson, 
writes:  “His  message  was  both  timely  and  in¬ 
spiring.”  M.  A.  Reber  is  president  of  the  Men’s 
Club. 

DR.  JOHN  B.  ENTRIKIN,  head  of  the  Chem¬ 
istry  Department  at  Centenary  College,  was 
principal  speaker  at  the  second  annual  regional 
Science  Fair  held  on  the  campus  recently  for 
more  than  100  junior  and  senior  high  school 
science  students.  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice¬ 


president  of  Centenary,  gave  the  invocation.  Dr. 
Donald  Emerich,  associate  professor  of  chemistry, 
was  co-ordinator  of  the  event. 

THE  FORMAL  OPENING  of  the  new  sanctuary 
of  the  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
will  be  held  on  April  22.  Open  house  will  be  held 
from  3:00  to  5:00  p.m.  with  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Official  Board  participating.  Dr.  G. 
W.  Pomeroy,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  will  preach  at  the  evening  serv¬ 
ice.  The  new  church  which  seats  450  people  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  $121,000.  Rev.  Ralph  Cain ‘is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Youth  Rally  at  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  on  Friday  evening,  April  13.  Mr.  McGuire 
spoke  in  the  place  of  Dr.  John  J.  Rasmussen, 
pastor  of  the  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  who  was  scheduled  to  speak  but  was 
unable  to  leave  on  account  of  a  funeral  at  his 
church. 

JACK  E.  TEAGARDEN,  who  has  been  a  member 

of  the  University  of  Florida  faculty  since 
1951,  has  been  engaged  as  assistant  professor  of 
English  at  Centenary,  effective  at  the  start  of 
the  fall  semester  in  September.  He  earned  his 
BA  degree  at  Rollins  College,  Winter  Park,  Fla., 
and  his  master’s  degree  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee,  Knoxville.  He  will  complete  require¬ 
ments  for  his  PhD  degree  in  August,  prior  to  his 
arrival  at  Centenary. 

MRS.  HOWARD  GRIMES  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
will  be  the  instructor  in  an  Adult  Training 
School  to  be  held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe  on  April  23,  24  and  25  for  the  teachers, 
leaders,  and  members  of  the  Adult  Division.  Her 
program  includes:  The  Adult  Class  and  its  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  Division  and  the  total  Church,  Our 
Purposes,  The  Board  Program  Areas  in  Adult 
Work,  Teaching  Adults,  Literature  for  Adults 
and  other  phases  of  the  adult  work. 

DR.  W.  FERRELL  PLEDGER,  professor  of  Bible 
and  sociology  at  Centenary  College,  recently 
discussed  the  topic,  “Some  Impediments  to  Prog¬ 
ress  in  India”,  at  a  meeting  of  the  West  Shreve¬ 
port  Optimist  Club.  He  was 'guest  preacher  at 
the  Tapp  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Boston,  Tex.,  last  Sunday.  Rev.  James  H.  Jones 
is  pastor.  On  Tuesday,  Dr.  Pledger  addressed  the 
Cedar  Grove  Rotary  Club  of  Shreveport.  He 
drew  on  his  experiences  as  a  former  missionary 

to  India  in  all  three  addresses. 

/ 

DR.  WAYNE  CUSIC,  president  of  McNeese  Col¬ 
lege,  will  be  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Men  of  the  West  Calcasieu  area  at 
the  Maplewood  Methodist  Church  on  Thursday 
evening,  April  19.  This  is  a  newly-organized 
group  which  is  set  up  on  a  sub-district  basis. 
It  is  made  up  of  men  from  the  West  Lake, 
Maplewood,  Sulphur,  DeQuincy  and  Vinton 
Churches.  The  meal  will  be  served  by  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Maple¬ 
wood  Church.  / 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Golden 
Meadow  Methodist  Church  held  its  annual 
election  of  officers  on  Wednesday,  Aprjl  14,  and 
elected  the  following:  Dr.  George  Perry,  pres¬ 
ident;  Eddie  Guilbeau,  Sr.,  vice-president;  Lloyd 
L.  Moore,  secretary,  and  Sonny  Charpentier, 
treasurer.  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon,  pastor  of  the 
Slidell  Methodist  Church,  spoke  on  his  recent 
visit  to  the  United  Nations  in  New  York.  The 
tfomen  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  served  a  chicken  dinner. 

THE  CENTENARY  STUDENT  GUILD  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Organists  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  on  the  Centenary  College  campus  under 
sponsorship  of  the  AGO.  William  C.  Teague, 
well-known  organist  and  instructor  in  music  at 
the  college,  is  faculty  adviser.  Mary  Belle  Blank- 
enbaker  of  DeRidder  is  president.  The  group  al¬ 
ready  has  made  one  field  trip  to  inspect  the 
organ  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 


NOTICE 

Any  church  participating  in  the  Goals 
Program,  being  sponsored  by  the  Town 
and  Country  Commission,  for  the  Church 
year  1955-56,  is  requested  to  fill  out  a 
form  showing  the  church’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  for  the  year. 

Forms  may  be  obtained  from  Rev. 
John  H.  Sewell,  Box  306,  Franklinton, 
Louisiana.  Completed  forms  are  to  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  same  address  not  later  than 
May  15.  — John  H.  Sewell 


Shreveport  and  plans  to  visit  many  other  church¬ 
es  in  this  area  to  view  the  organs  and  watch 
the  organists  at  work. 

A  FOUR-PAGE  picture  story,  “The  Many  Lives 
of  a  Minister’s  Wife”,  which  traces  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  a  Methodist  minister’s  wife,  will  appear  in 
the  May  1  issue  of  LOOK.  Featured  in  the  photo¬ 
graphic  series  is  Evelyn  Smith,  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Ralph  J.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Federated 
Church  in  Wauconda,  Illinois,  and  a  member  of 
the  Rock  River  Conference.  “The  unsung  heroine 
of  some  300,000  Protestant  parishes  in  the  U.  S. 
is  the  lady  who  lives  in  the  parsonage,”  the  story 
says.  “  .  .  .  More  than  most  wives,  the  wife  of 
a  parson  marries  her  husband’s  profession.” 

BARBARA  RUSHEON  of  Bossier  City  has  been 
awarded  the  Amanda  Howell  Memorial 
Scholarship  to  Centenary  College  for  the  1956- 
57  school  year.  She  will  enter  Centenary  as  a 
freshman  in  September.  The  scholarship,  which 
covers  virtually  all  tuition  costs  for  one  year, 
was  established  in  1954  by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Harman 
of  Shreveport  in  memory  of  her  aunt,  the  late 
Miss  Amanda  Howell,  for  many  years  a  teacher 
in  Shreveport  schools.  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
Centenary  vice  president,  heads  the  scholarship 
committee  which  selected  Miss  Rusheon  for  the 
award. 

A  COMMITTEE  from  the  Shreveport  and  Rus¬ 
ton  Districts,  composed  of  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks, 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Rev.  Ira  Flowers,  Rev.  George 
Harbuck,  Rev.  Dan  Robinson,  Rev.  Frank  Tucker, 
and  Davidson  Brown,  met  at  Caney  Lake  Camp 
on  Tuesday,  April  5,  and  went  on  an  inspection 
tour  of  the  property.  Every  need  was  tabulated 
and  will  be  turned  over  to  Gene  Searles,  director 
of  the  camp,  for  execution.  New  mattresses  have 
been  bought,  new  springs  will  be  installed,  bath¬ 
rooms  will  be  painted,  screens  repaired,  new 
dishes  added.  The  camp  will  be  in  first-class 
condition  when  camping  season  opens,  according 
to  leaders. 

DR.  GAITHER  P.  WARFIELD,  director  of  the 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief, 
will  attend  a  conference  in  Beirut,  Lebanon,  May 
21-25  on  the  problems  related  to  the  Palestinian 
refugee  situation.  Dr.  Warfield  is  one  of  ten 
American  church  leaders  invited  to  the  confer¬ 
ence,  which  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  International  Mis¬ 
sionary  Council.  He  will  represent  Church  World 
Service,  interdenominational  relief  agency  for 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches  in  America. 
MCOR  is  the  Methodist  cooperating  agency.  Im¬ 
mediately  following  the  Beirut  Conference,  Dr. 
Warfield  will  attend  the  annual  consultation  of 
the  Division  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service 
to  Refugees  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
in  Les  Rasses,  Switzerland.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  advisory  committee  of  that  organization. 

A  CHARGE- WIDE  Easter  party  was  held  for 
the  children  in  the  churches  of  the  Hall 
Summit  Charge  at  the  Cross  Roads  Church  on 
Margh  31.  The  party,  following j  the  theme  of 
Spring  and  Easter,  consisted  of  two  major  activ¬ 
ities  which  were  planned  jointly  by  the  teachers 
from  the  various  churches.  The  two  major  activ¬ 
ities  were  a  brief  worship  service  consisting  of 
music,  prayer,  and  a  filmstrip,  and  the  traditional 
egg  hunt  which  was  held  afterward.  Music  was 
furnished  by  the  Hall  Summit  Church,  the  film¬ 
strip,  “Days  of  Wonder,”  was  provided  by  the 
East  Point  Church  and  the  recreation  by  Cross 
Roads  Church,  Carroll  Creek,  Holley  Springs, 
Wesley  Chapel,  Hall  Summit  and  East  Point 
Churches.  Rev.  Floyd  M.  Durham  is  pastor  of 
the  charge. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

PRAYER  VIGIL  DATES 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date) 

April  18-19  —  Magnolia,  C.  J.  T. 
Cotton;  Trinity,  Ruston,  Jolly  B. 
Harper 

April  19-20  —  Zachary,  James  W. 
Ailor 

April  20-21  —  Blackwater,  A.  G. 
Taylor 

April  21-22  —  Fisher  Charge,  E.  W. 
Corley 

April  22-23  —  Broadland  -  Pine 
Grove,  Alvin  P.  Smith 
April  23-24  —  Tulane  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation,  one  half  day,  C.  H.  Snel- 
ling,  Jr.;  Eighth  Street,  N.  O.  one- 
half  day 

April  24-25  —  Jefferson,  N.  O.,  Ted 
T.  Howes 

April  25-26  —  Kenner,  M.  David 
Felder 

April  26-27  —  Hall  Summitt,  Floyd 
M.  Durham 

April  27-28  —  Pleasant  Hill,  M.  C. 
Cady 

The  Kelly  and  Grayson  Churches, 
Rev.  Norman  F.  Simmons,  pastor, 
are  the  latest  churches  to  enter  the 
Prayer  Chain  and  have  been  assign¬ 
ed  May  23-24. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  expected 
some  200  people  to  participate  in 
the  Prayer  Vigil  at  Winnsboro 
March  18-19. 

For  the  Prayer  Vigil  in  New  Iber¬ 
ia  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  provided  a 
mimeographed  sheet  entitled  “Pray¬ 
er  Vigil  Helps”  as  follows: 

“I  know  not  by  what  methods  rare. 
But  this  I  know:  God  answers 
prayer. 

I  know  not  when  He  sends  the  word 
that  tells  us  fervent  prayer  is 
heard. 

1  know  it  cometh  soon  or  late ; 
therefore,  we  need  to  pray  and 
wait. 

I  know  not  if  the  blessing  sought 
will  come  in  just  the  guise  I 
thought. 

I  leave  my  prayers  with  Him  alone 
whose  will  is  wiser  than  my  own.” 

God's  Desire  and  Promise 

If  my  people,  which  are  called  by 
my  name,  shall  humble  themselves 
and  pray,  seek  my  face,  and  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways,  then  will 
I  hear  from  heaven  and  forgive 
their  sin  and  heal  their  land.”  — 
Chronicles  7:14. 

Carefully  study  the  picture  of 
Jesus  in  Prayer 

1.  Read  some  of  His  prayers. 
(John  17) 

2.  Slowly  pray  The  Lord’s  Prayer. 
Give  thought  to  the  use  of  the  words 
“OUR,  US,  WE.” 

3.  Slowly,  thoughtfully,  read  the 
pamphlet  “Some  Secrets  of  Prayer.” 

4.  Stop  to  pray  whenever  you  are 
so  moved. 

5.  Ask  the  Lord  to  teach  you  how 
to  pray.  Read  Matthew  6:5-15 

Take  time  to  think:  about  your¬ 
self,  God,  others,  church. 

1.  Carefully  study  the  picture  of 
Jesus  in  Thought. 

2.  Thoughtfully  read  Psalms  1  and 
23. 

3.  Slowly,  thoughtfully  follow 
through  the  pamphlet  on  “A  Vigil 
of  Prayer.” 

Before  leaving  the  church,  kneel 
at  the  altar  for  dedication  and  pray¬ 
er. 

Do  not  leave  before  the  next  group 
arrives. 

Brother  Wendt  reported  that,  “It 
worked  out  great.  We  received  a 


CLEAR  CREEK  CHURCH  DEDICATED 


FAMILY  NIGHT  AT 
ASBURY  CHURCH 

Family  night  was  held  on  Friday 
night,  March  27,  at  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  when 
special  entertainment  was  brought 
by  a  group  of  students  from  the 
Methodist  Student  Center  at  South¬ 
west  Louisiana  Institute,  led  by 
Rev.  Robert  Parrot.  They  led  in 
folk  games  in  which  the  whole 
group  in  the  church  participated 
and  ended  with  a  more  difficult 
folk  game  which  they  performed 
themselves.  A  quartet,  composed  of 
Ann  Love,  Waymond  Sanders,  Ra¬ 
chael  Branton  and  Frank  Love  sang 
“He  Arose.”  Family  nights  are  much 
enjoyed,  especially  when  they  in¬ 
clude  a  supper  of  covered  dishes. 

The  History  Committee  for  the 
church  passed  a  scrapbook  contain¬ 
ing  snapshots,  newspaper  pictures 
and  news  items  which  it  has  been 
collecting  and  mounting.  —  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Reber,  Reporter. 


rich  blessing.  Some  think  it  should 
be  repeated  some  time.”  * 

As  a  result  of  the  Prayer  Vigil  at 
Davidson  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  where  Rev.  D. 
B.  Boddie  is  pastor,  the  Official 
Board  recommended  that,  through 
the  Commission  on  Evangelism,  a 
period  of  two  or  three  hours  each 
week  be  worked  out  for  a  Prayer 
Vigil.  More  than  one  hundred  per¬ 
sons  registered  during  the  course  of 
the  24-hour  vigil  March  29-30. — W. 
D.  Boddie,  Chairman,  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 


MINISTERIAL  STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
PROJECT 

The  Anna  Gray  Noe  Sunday 
School  Class  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  is  presenting  its 
third  annual  “Laff  Revue”  Fri¬ 
day  night,  April  20,  at  the  Brown 
Auditorium  of  Northeast  Louisiana 
State  College  at  8:00  p.m. 

This  class  established  a  Minister¬ 
ial  Student  Scholarship  Fund  and 
presents  this  Revue  each  year  as  a 
means  of  raising  money  for  this 


Pictured  above  is  an  interior  view 
of  the  Clear  Creek  Church  which 
was  dedicated  on  Sunday  morning, 
April  15,  with  Rev.  Edward  W.  Har¬ 
ris,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  preaching  the 
dedicatory  sermon.  The  sanctuary 
was  rebuilt  and  a  new  educational 
building  was  built,  all  at  a  cost  of 
$10,500,000. 

Clear  Creek  Church  is  a  part  of 
the  Clinton  Charge  and  Rev.  George 
W.  Harkins  is  the  pastor. 


fund.  The  first  grant  was  made  this 
year  at  mid-term  to  a  student  from 
Centenary  College. 

The  Revue  this  year  is  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Charles  Mulheam, 
talented  actress  and  director,  who 
has  worked  with  the  local  Little 
Theater  group  in  years  past  and 
now  with  the  class  presentation  each 
year.  The  cast  is  primarily  from  the 
Anna  Noe  Class,  however  several 
talented  groups  in  Monroe  hearing 
of  the  performance  and  knowing 
why  it  was  being  presented,  have 
volunteered  their  time  and  talent 
to  help  make  this  venture  a  success. 
— Reporter. 


EASTER  AT 
GENTILLY  CHURCH 

A  communion  service  was  held  on 
Maundy  Thursday  at  the  Gentilly 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
and  on  Good  Friday  night  the  choir 
presented  the  cantata  “The  Resur¬ 
rection  and  the  Life.”  Both  services 
were  well  attended.  On  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  morning  the  choir  sang  the  an¬ 
them,  “He  Lives,”  and  Mrs.  John 
,  D.  Eagan  sang  “The  Holy  City.”  The 
service  was  led  by  Rev.  Wm.  Blake¬ 
ly,  son  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  Eldred 
Blakely.  The  pastor  preached  at 
both  morning  services  and  a  record 
crowd  filled  the  church  each  time. 

Gentilly  is  moving  ahead  in  its 
Expansion  and  Improvement  pro¬ 
gram  and  visitations  will  be  conduct¬ 
ed  on  Sunday  afternoon,  April  8.  A 
loyalty  dinner  on  Friday  night, 
April  6,  was  held  to  prepare  the  81 
workers  for  the  Sunday  program.  A 
colorful  brochure  illustrated  with 
pictures  was  mailed  to  each  family 
member  of  the  church  this  week,  de¬ 
picting  the  needs  of  the  expansion 
program  and  showing  the  present 
over-crowded  conditions  in  the 
Church  School.  It  is  expected  that 
the  program  will  produce  even 
greater  results  than  at  first  antici¬ 
pated.  —  Mrs.  John  F.  Reeks,  Jr. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON 
APPORTIONMENTS,  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


The  Special  Committee  named  to  study  the  method  of  making  apportionments 
met  in  Alexandria,  on  April  9,  1956. 

The  committee  had  been  granted  by  the  Conference  an  additional  year  in 
which  to  study  some  alternate  plans  which  had  been  suggested  or  presented  during 
the  last  session  of  Annual  Conference  in  Alexandria. 

A  full  discussion  was  held  regarding  the  various  proposals  submitted,  as 
well  as  additional  ideas  proposed  by  the  members  of  the  committee  then  present. 
It  was  finally  concluded,  however,  that  the  original  endeavor  of  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee  was  to  derive  a  new  method  of  apportioning  which  would  go  as  far  as 
possible  towards  not  placing  a  hardship  on  any  church  regardless  of  size  or 
financial  stability.  All  of  the  alternate  plans  contained  a  weakness  when  applied 
to  either  the  small  or  the  large  churches,  as  they  were  designed  to  simplify 
the  method  of  apportioning  which  it  was  agreed  can  only  result  in  penalizing  some 
group  of  churches. 

It  was,  therefore,  ultimately  agreed  unanimously  by  the  entire  committee, 
that  the  fairest  possible  method  of  apportioning  was  that  previously  agreed  upon 
prior  to  the  last  session  of  Annual  Conference,  which  is  using  in  the  formula 
membership  and  overall  giving  of  each  church.  Therefore,  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  was  adopted  and  is  published  herewith  for  the  information  of  the  members 
of  the  Conference  in  order  that  it  might  be  brought  before  the  Conference  in  the 
1956  session  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana: 

“BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  this  Special  Committee  named  to  study  appor¬ 
tionments  that  certain  inequities  prevail  in  the  present  method  of 
apportioning  certain  conference  funds  which  are  derived  by  an  assessment 
of  a  percentage  based  on  the  salary  or  salaries  of  the  pastors  serving 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

"THAT,  THEREFORE,  we  recommend  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
to  be  in  session  in  1956  that  we  discontinue  assessments  against  the 
pastors’  salaries  for  the  following  items: 

District  Superintendent’s  Fund  .  8% 

Episcopal  Fund  .  2% 

Conference  Claimant’s  Fund  (Church  Only)  .  14% 

Sustentation  Fund  (Church’s  Only)  . 1!/2% 

In  lieu  thereof  that  the  monies  necessary  to  finance  the  above  items  be 
apportioned  to  the  pastoral  charges  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  on  the 
following  percentage  formula,  as  computed  by  a  statistician  designated 
by  the  World  Service  and  Finance  Commission: 

1/3  on  the  basis  of  membership 

1/3  on  the  basis  of  the  total  of  Columns  44,  46,  47c  and  48  of  the  pub¬ 
lished  Journal  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  the  preceding  year. 

1/3  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  year’s  giving  to  the  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Fund,  Episcopal  Fund,  Conference  Claimant’s  Fund 
(Church’s  Only)  and  Sustentation  Fund  (Church’s  Only). 

“IT  IS  FURTHER  recommended  that  the  above  adjustments  to  the  various 
churches  in  the  Conference  be  made  during  the  1956-60  quadrennium. 

“FURTHER,  in  order  to  protect  our  financial  structure  during  this  ad¬ 
justment  period,  it  is  recommended  that  no  church  be  permitted  to  decrease 
its  payments  to  the  above  funds  during  the  1956-60  quadrennium.  Finally, 
that  the  new  formula  as  proposed  be  established  In  full  effect  by  the 
beginning  of  the  1960-64  quadrennium.” — J.  C.  Love,  Jr.,  Chairman  -  Ira  W. 
Flowers,  Secretary 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


INTERMEDIATE  MYF  OFFICERS 


Pictured  above  are  the  officers  of 
the  Intermediate  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  of  the  Munholland  Mem¬ 
orial  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Left  to  right,  Jerry  DeBlois,  presi¬ 


dent;  Sue  Kerlin,  vice-president; 
Jeane  Gilbson,  secretary;  Nancy  To¬ 
ler,  MY  Fund  treasurer;  Martha  Ar¬ 
thur,  treasurer,  and  Collien  Cathey, 
program  chairman. 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Mansfield  (La.) 

For  its  April  meeting  the  Mans¬ 
field  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
met  on  April  2  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Many. 

Instead  of  a  regular  devotional 
service  Mrs.  John  Godfrey  spoke  on 
“How  to  Receive  the  Gifts  of  God.” 

At  the  business  meeting  it  was 
announced  that  both  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  place  winners  of  the  district 
essay  contest  came  from  our  Sub- 
District. 

A  nominating  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  select  new  officers.  The 
committee  will  meet  one  hour  ear¬ 
lier  than  the  regular  meeting  on 
May  7. 

Following  recreation,  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  —  Reporter. 

Central 

The  Central  Sub-District  met  on 
April  9  at  the  Leslie  Methodist 
Church.  Supper  was  served  to  the 
group  by  the  host  church.  The  coun¬ 
cil  and  nominating  committee  met 
before  the  business  meeting.  They 
will  meet  again  on  May  2  at  the 
Clinton  Methodist  Church.  An  in¬ 
spiring  worship  service  was  led  by 
Madeline  Graham. — Reporter 


MYF  GIVES  "BIBLE 
TO  CHURCH 

The  Cherry  Valley  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  presented  a  Bible 
to  the  church  on  Easter  Sunday  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Tom  Toombes. 

The  MYF  has  been  having  a  Bible 
reading  contest.  It  was  divided  into 
two  sides  under  the  leadership  of 
Loretta  Parker  and  Edwin  Lace.  It 
ran  for  six  weeks  with  Miss  Park¬ 
er’s  side  winning.  The  losing  side 
will  give  a  party  in  the  near  future 
for  the  winning  side.  —  Vonceil 
Bullard,  Reporter. 


The  Chicago  Council  of  Church 
Women  has  organized  an  eleven- 
member  committee  to  tackle  the 
relocation  problem  of  the  5,000  to 
6,000  American  .  Indians  who  have 
moved  in  recent  years  from  reser¬ 
vations  to  the  city.  A  study  of  the 
problem  will  be  conducted  by  the 
Council  in  cooperation  with  the 
Division  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 


SAYS  U.S.  IS 
“ENSLAVED  TO  THE 
CLOCK” 

Horst  Hanefeld,  a  young  student 
from  Germany,  enrolled  at  Syra¬ 
cuse  University  under  a  “Crusade 
Scholarship”  given  him  by  the 
Methodist  Church,  finds  that  the 
clock  is  an  important  difference  be¬ 
tween  life  in  Germany  and  life  here, 
and  that  the  U.S.  is  “enslaved  to  the 
clock.” 

Mr.  Hanefeld,  a  native  of  Bremen, 
Germany,  is  studying  geography  at 
Syracuse.  His  resentment  against 
the  clock  is  caused  largely  by  the 
fact  that  his  schedule  is  so  time- 
regimented  that  he  cannot  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  all  the  opportunities  af¬ 
forded  him  there. 

He  has  been  interested  in  geogra¬ 
phy,  history  and  literature  since 
completing  his  high  school  educa¬ 
tion  and  at  the  University  of  Kiel  in 
northern  Germany,  which  he  attend¬ 
ed  after  working  to  earn  the  neces¬ 
sary  money.  He  specialized  in 
American  geography.  At  Kiel  it  was 
his  privilege,  he  says,  to  listen  to 
professors  whose  main  subject  was 
the  geography  of  America.  Mr.  Hane¬ 
feld  knows  much  about  the  geogra¬ 
phy  of  Europe  also,  having  traveled 
in  Switzerland,  Italy,  Austria  and 
Yugoslavia.  He  speaks  German, 
English  and  Italian,  and  reads  and 
writes  French  as  well. 

Mr.  Hanefeld  will  return  to  Ger¬ 
many  in  August,  1956.  He  will  con¬ 
clude  his  studies  at  Kiel,  after  which 
he  plans  to  teach  history  and  geo¬ 
graphy  in  a  German  high  school. 

His  mother,  younger  brother  and 
younger  sister  are  living  in  Bremen 
and  all  of  them  are  members  of  the 
Bremen-Vegesack  Methodist  Church, 
as  is  Horst.  His  father,  a  building- 
engineer,  died  in  1944. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

CHALLENGE  OF  THE 
YEARS  AHEAD 

Sometimes  we  get  ourselves  so 
bogged  down  in  what’s  going  on 
right  now  that  we  don’t  lift  our  gaze 
to  the  horizon  to  get  a  glance  at 
what’s  coming  down  the  way.  Take 
a  quick  glance  at  some  statistics 
that  describe  something  of  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  next  ten  years.  These 
figures  give  only  part  of  the  picture, 
to  be  sure.  But  they  are  enough  to 
remind  today’s  teen-agers  that  by 
the  time  they  move  into  mature 
adulthood  (as  far  as  years  are  con¬ 
cerned,  anyway)  these  are  the  con¬ 
ditions  which  they  are  likely  to  con¬ 
front,  along  with  the  rest  of  us  who 
last  out  another  decade  on  earth. 

By  1965  it  is  estimated  that  there 
will  be  in  the  United  States  of 
America: 

1.  A  population  of  200,000,000 
persons. 

2.  58,000,000  households. 

?.  60,000,000  pupils  of  school  age. 

4.  80,000,000  workers. 

5.  51,000,000  television  sets. 

Now,  don’t  start  leafing  on 

through  the  magazine  because  you 
don’t  like  statistics.  What  Mark 
Twain  is  reputed  to  have  said,  con¬ 
tains  a  lot  of  the  truth.  But  the 
source  of  these  figures  is  reason¬ 
ably  reliable,  and  since  most  of  us 
anticipate  being  around  these  parts 
about  that  time,  it  is  well  for  us 
to  be  appraised  of  what’s  cooking! 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  cannot 
wait  until  these  predictions  become 
a  reality  before  we  start  doing 
something  about  getting  ready.  If 
that  year  is  to  be  one  which  re¬ 
flects  God’s  purpose  and  way,  then 
those  who  share  the  Christian  faith, 
must  share  its  challenge  as  well — 
here  and  now. 

What  kind  of  government  will 
minister  to  200  million  persons  in 
one  of  the  last  strongholds  of  free¬ 
dom  in  the  world?  The  leaders  and 
workers  will  make  the  difference. 
Many  of  today’s  youth  will  have 
achieved  places  of  influence  and 
leadership  in  government.  Their 
operations  and  leadership  will  be 
fashioned  according  to  the  moral  in¬ 
tegrity  and  ethical  character  which 
they  are  now  learning  and  building 
into  life,  as  well  as  on  the  basis  of 
their  specific  educational  training. 
The  church  has  an  obligation  to 
let  its  voice  be  heard  and  its  in¬ 
fluence  felt  in  the  life  of  tomorrow’s 
leaders.  And  youth  and  parents 
alike  have  the  obligation  to  join 
with  the  church  in  this  character 
training. 

How  stable  will  the  family  unit 
remain  as  the  vital  social  factor 
when  there  are  58  million  house¬ 
holds  in  this  country?  With  many 
divided  homes  —  divided  now  by 
divorce,  death,  employment  of  both 
parents,  military  service  or  econo¬ 
mic  necessity  —  how  can  we  arrest 
the  pattern  of  separation  and  dis¬ 
integration  which  threatens?  The 
sanctity  of  the  home  must  be  some¬ 
thing  more  than  a  Hollywood  dra¬ 
matic  gesture,  or  a  pious  platitude 
on  the  tongues  of  clergymen.  The 
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800  Trained  In 
Methodist  "Crusade 
Scholar"  Plan 

Fields  of  study  from  “A”  to  “T” 
have  been  explored  by  young  men 
and  women  under  the  Methodist 
“Crusade  Scholarship”  program 
since  1952  —  from  agriculture  to 
theology,  with  dentistry,  interna¬ 
tional  relations,  pharmacy,  sociology 
and  many  others  in  between. 

Starting  its  fourth  quadrennium, 
this  program,-  through  which  stu¬ 
dents  from  overseas  and  from  min¬ 
ority  and  bi-lingual  groups  in  the 
United  States  and  outpost  missions 
have  benefitted,  has  enriched  Meth¬ 
odist  work  around  the  world.  “Alum¬ 
ni”  of  the  program  have  returned 
to  their  countries  and  communities 
to  become  ministers,  district  super¬ 
intendents,  college  professors,  hos¬ 
pital  superintendents  and  religious 
education  and  social  workers,  as 
well  as  to  occupy  key  positions  in 
government  and  industry. 

A  former  Crusade  scholar  will  be 
a  member  of  the  team  inaugurating 
medical  work  this  year  among  the 
Iban  people  in  Borneo;  another  has 
begun  new  work  as  director  of  re¬ 
ligious  education  at  a  college  in 
Chile.  The  superintendent  of  the 
Lucknow  Publishing  House  is  a 
former  Crusade  scholar,  as  is  the 
administrator  of  Mary  Johnston 
Hospital  in  the  Phillippines.  Work¬ 
ing  in  a  difficult  situation  is  the 
former  student  who  lives  in  West 
Berlin  and  is  pastor  of  a  church  in 
East  Berlin. 

What  the  Crusade  Scholarship 
program  means  can  best  be  said  by 
one  who  has  participated  in  it:  “I 
arrived  in  India  after  two  years  of 
absence  on  study  leave  as  a  Crusade 
Scholar  in  America.  When  I  look 
back  on  those  years  I  cannot  help 
but  consider  them  as  my  two  rich¬ 
est  years  in  life  —  both  spiritually 
and  mentally.  I  am  most  grateful 
...  to  all  the  Methodist  churches 
in  the  United  States  who  granted 
me  so  generously  a  scholarship 
which  was  most  adequate  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  my  needs  ...  I  am  back 
to  my  valley  of  service  with  a  new 
vision,  wider  horizon  and  a  strong 
faith  in  humanity.” 

ideals  and  patterns  now  being 
fashioned  will  furnish  the  answer 
ten  years  from  now.  And  the  church 
has  a  large  stake  in  that  answer. 

Schools  are  planning  for  the  in¬ 
crease,  labor  and  management  have 
plans  under  way,  and  the  television 
industry  is  fully  prepared.  What  is 
the  church’s  answer  as  to  its  prep¬ 
aration?  That  answer  must  include 
an  adequate  program  of  Christian 
education  for  its  children  and  youth 
and  the  families  of  which  they  are 
a  part  now. 
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OBITUARIES 

BUCKMAN — Thomas  Bowles  Buck- 
man  passed  away  on  Sunday,  March 
11,  at  his  home  in  Belleville.  He 
was  born  on  November  12,  1867,  at 
Prairie  Creek  near  Danville  and 
lived  his  entire  life  in  Yell  County. 

Mr.  Buckman  had  been  bedfast 
for  about  eight  and  one-half  years. 
Prior  to  his  illness  he  took  a  very 
active  part  in  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  affairs.  At  an  early  age  he  joined 
the  Methodist  Church  of  which  he 
was  a  member  until  his  death.  He 
had  a  great  love  for  the  church  and 
was  a  devoted  and  loyal  Christian. 
He  will  be  remembered  by  those 
who  knew  him  during  his  active 
days  for  his  cheerful  disposition, 
his  quick  and  ready  smile  and  his 
radiant  personality. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  61 
years  ago  to  Miss  Edna  Elnora  Hunt 
who  survives  him.  To  this  union 
were,  born  nine  children.  Surviving 
are  N.  E.  Buckman,  Gloyd  Buck-  - 
man  and  Mrs.  Lee  Moudy  of  Belle¬ 
ville;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Sadler  and  Mrs. 
Marvin  Dyer  of  Carlsbad,  New 
Mexico  and  Mrs.  Freeman  Graddy 
of  Clinton,  Arkansas.  Two  children 
died  in  early  childhood  and  another 
son  in  1942.  Surviving  also  is  a  sis¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Junie  Hays  of  Belleville, 
22  grandchildren,  18  great  grand¬ 
children  and  a  host  of  other  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  the  pastors,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
M.  Thompson,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Oswalt,  pastor  of  the  Assembly 
of  God  Church  in  Belleville.  Burial 
was  in  the  Belleville  cemetery.  — 
Mrs.  Fred  M.  Thompson. 


FORDHAM — Rev.  Dennis  Fordham, 
retired  Methodist  minister,  supply, 
was  born  August  25,  1862,  and  died 
March  13,  1956,  at  the  age  of  94 
years.  He  was  converted  in  early 
life  and  became  a  minister  when 
only  19  years  of  age  and  was  active 
until  the  last  15  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Fordham  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Lousiana,  most  of  it  near  Chat¬ 
ham.  He  was  one  of  the  most  be¬ 
loved  ministers  in  that  section  of 
the  State.  He  was  much  in  demand 
for  weddings  and  funerals  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  as 
people  of  all  faiths  fia'd  utmost  con¬ 
fidence  in  him.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  most  of  the  time  where  he 
served  little  churches  as  a  circuit 
rider,  going  from  ten  to  twenty 
miles  on  Saturday  to  preach  that 
night,  Sunday  and  Sunday  night, 
then  returning  home  late  to  be 
ready  to  begin  work  on  Monday. 

He  was  a  gifted  man  in  many 
ways,  a  great  preacher  and  truly  a 
man  of  God.  He  was  one  of  five 
boys  in  the  Fordham  family  of 
which  foqr  were  ministers.  His  wife 
Preceded  him  in  death  a  number  of 
years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  four 
daughters,  one  son,  32  grandchil¬ 
dren,  62  great-grandchildren  and 
nine  great-great  grandchildren. 

During  his  declining  years  when 
bis  body  was  becoming  frail  he 
compared  it  to  a  house  that  was 
fast  deteriorating,  yet  in  the  days 
as  he  grew  weaker  and  could  hard- 
iy  speak,  he  showed  a  resigned  will 
and  a  radiant  faith  in  the  Lord 
whom  he  had  served  so  faithfully. 

u^y  be  could  say  as  Paul, 
Though  the  outward  man  perish, 
yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed 
day  by  day.” 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Rev.  J.  T.  Garrett,  Rev.  C.  K. 
Brooks  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Cunning¬ 
ham.  —  A  Friend. 

APRIL  19,  1956 


BRIGHT— Mrs.  A.  O.  Bright  of  Ful¬ 
ton  was  seriously  burned  at  her 
home  in  Fulton  and  passed  away  at 
a  Hope  hospital  on  the  night  of  De¬ 
cember  15,  1955,  at  the  age  of  47 
years. 

She  had  the  joy  of  living  to  see 
her  husband  converted  and  joining 
the  church  at  the  beginning  of.  my 
ministry  in  Fulton  and  also  her  twin 
girls,  Jean  and  Jane.  She  had  prayed 
to  five  to  see  her  family  saved  and 
brought  into  the  church. 

Survivors  include  her  husband; 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Jake  Weihunt 
of  Lindsay,  Cal.;  Jean  and  Jane  of 
California;  four  sisters,  Mrs.  Georgie 
Smith,  Willispoint,  Texas,  Mrs.  Ruby 
Juris  of  Springhill,  La.,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Smith  of  Denton,  Texas,  and  Mrs. 
Chester  Phippin  of  Hope;  a  brother, 
G.  P.  Wilkerson  of  Ennis,  Texas. 

Funeral  services  were  held  by  the 
writer,  her  pastor,  in  the  Fulton 
Methodist  Church  on  December  17. 
— H.  A.  F.  Ault,  pastor,  Springhill 
Charge 


YOUTH  TO  HAVE  SPECIAL 
NIGHT  AT  CONFERENCE 

(Continued,  from  Page  2) 
the  “This  Is  Your  Life”  television 
show,  who  will  also  serve  as  master 
of  ceremonies.  Both  are  active 
church  workers  in  private  life. 

Other  participants  will  include: 

John  Brademus,  South  Bend,  Ind., 
young  lawyer  and  candidate  for 
Congress; 

Mrs.  Henry  Cannon,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  better  known  to  lovers  of 
country  music  as  the  comedienne, 
“Minnie  Pearl,”  of  the  Grand  Ole 
Opry  radio-television  program; 

Royal  Bennett,  Humboldt,  la., 
banker  and  lay  delegate  to  the  con¬ 
ference,  and  a  worker  with  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  in  North  Iowa; 

Charles  Boyles,  Jackson,  Miss., 
Boston  University  student  and  na¬ 
tional  chairman  of  the  United  Chris¬ 
tian  Youth  Movement; 

Nancy  Turner,  Champaign,  Ill.,  16- 
year-old  member  of  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  and  the  4-H  Club 
who  raised  the  Aberdeen-Angus 
steer,  “Julius,”  grand  prize  winner 
at  the  1955  International  Livestock 
Exposition; 

Miss  Junko  Tamura  of  Kumamoto 
City,  Japan,  who  is  studying  on  a 
Methodist  scholarship  at  Peabody 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Five  staff  members  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  board  are  in  charge  of  the 
program.  They  are:  the  Rev.  Harold 
W.  Ewing,  the  Rev.  Argyle  Knight, 
the  Rev.  Roger  Ortmayer,  the  Rev. 
Gerald  O.  McCulloh  and  Miss  Row- 
ena  Ferguson. 


METHODISM’S 
QUADRENNIAL  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
Service  at  American  University  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  a  Methodist  in¬ 
stitution,  as  a  Protestant  training 
center  for  students  in  government 
and  industrial  foreign  service. 

The  two-week  program  will  fea¬ 
ture  several  special  observances,  in¬ 
cluding  a  “Minnesota  Night,”  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  centennial  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  India,  a  youth  rally  with 
television  star  Ralph  Edwards  as 
master  of  ceremonies,  a  drama  deal¬ 
ing  with  human  relations,  a  laymen’s 
night  with  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines 
of  Indianapolis  as  guest  speaker,  and 
a  “World  Methodism”  observance 
featuring  an  address  by  the  noted 
Australian  evangelist,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Alan  Walker,  now  on  a  year’s  tour 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Music  will  be  provided  by  15  col¬ 
lege  and  church  choirs  from  the 
United  States,  India  and  Italy  under 
the  general  direction  of  Prof.  James 
R.  Houghton  of  Boston  UniVersity. 

J.  Wesley  Hole  of  Los  Angeles,  a 


lay  delegate,  is  chairman  of  the  ar¬ 
rangements  committee.  The  confer¬ 
ence  met  last  in  1952  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 
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LESSON  FOR  APRIL  29,  1956 

“THE  CHURCH  REACHES  OUT” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts  8: 
4-8,  14-17,  26-28,  34-35. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “By  this  all  men  will  know 
that  you  are  my  disciples,  if  you  have  love  for  one  another.” 

— John  13-15 


This  is  the  fourth  and  last  lesson 
of  UNIT  IX:  “EMPOWERMENT 
FOR  HARD  TASKS”.  The  theme  of 
the  first  lesson  was  “The  Church 
and  the  Holy  Spirit.”  The  purpose 
of  it  was  to  encourage  Christian 
people  to  seek  power  from  God  for 
successful  Christian  living.  This 
power  comes  through  the  indwelling 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  second  lesson  had  to  do 
with  the  securing  of  courage  for 
Christian  witnessing.  Christian  wit¬ 
nessing  is  absolutely  necessary  if 
Christianity  is  to  live  and  grow.  It 
takes  courage  for  such  witnessing. 
In  this  lesson  the  disciples  made 
courage  a  matter  of  prayer.  In  the 
Memory  Selection  we  read:  “Grant 
to  thy  servants  to  speak  thy  word 
with  all  boldness.”  The  authorities 
marveled  at  the  courage  of  these 
early  Christians.  In  speaking  of  this 
matter  Luke  made  the  statement: 
“They  recognized  that  they  had  been 
with  Jesus.” 

The  theme  of  our  next  lesson  was 
“Suffering  for  the  Faith.”  Its  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  show  that  wherever 
there  are  strong  Christian  convic¬ 
tions  suffering  is  inevitable.  One 
must  stand  up  and  be  counted  for 
what  he  knows  is  right  and  there 
are  always  those  who  oppose  the 
right.  The  lesson  background  had 
to  do  with  the  martyrdom  of  Steph¬ 
en.  This  man  was  the  first  Christian 
martyr.  There  were  many  others 
who  followed  in  later  years. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today  —  ‘The  Church  Reaches  Out.” 
This  is  essentially  a  lesson  on  mis¬ 
sions.  Above  all  things  else  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  a  missionary  religion.  The 
writer  has  heard  so-called  Christians 
condemn  missions;  especially  for¬ 
eign  missions.  There  is  a  bare  pos¬ 
sibility  that  one  might  be  a  Christian 
and  do  such  a  thing,  but  there  is  one 
thing  sure  he  cannot  be  an  intelli¬ 
gent  follower  of  the  Lord  and  be 
against  missions,  and  this  goes  for 
foreign  as  well  as  home  missions. 
Christ  himself  was  a  missionary,  and 
the  most  foreign  of  all  who  ever 
worked  at  this  task.  A  missionary 
is  one  who  is  sent  on  a  mission,  and 
God  sent  his  Son  on  the  greatest 
mission  ever  undertaken  by  any 
person  in  all  the  history  of  the 
human  race.  A  foreign  missionary 
is  one  who  is  sent  on  a  mission  to 
some  foreign  country.  Jesus  came, 
not  merely  from  some  distant  coun¬ 
try  on  this  planet,  but  from  heaven 
itself.  To  be  a  true  follower  of 
Christ,  therefore,  one  must  believe 
in  and  practice  missions.  All  Chris¬ 
tians  should  participate  in  home 
missionary  work,  and  all  should  give 
of  their  means  to  send  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

The  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  in  its  fullness  has  been  retarded 
at  least  a  thousand  years  because 
the  various  generations  of  Christians 
from  the  time  of  Christ  down  to 
our  day  have  not  believed  in,  prac¬ 


ticed,  and  sacrificed  for  missions  as 
they  should.  It  is  the  writer’s  honest 
conviction  that  wars  could  have 
been  eliminated  from  the  earth  long 
ago  if  Christians  had  have  practiced 
missions  as  they  should  down 
through  the  years.  Christians  of  all 
generations  have  been  negligent  and 
stingy  along  this  line.  They  have 
consistently  refused  to  pay  the  tithe, 
which  should  be  the  minimum  in 
Christian  giving,  and  now  we  are 
having  to  pay  far  more  than  that 
because  of  past  wars  that  destroyed 
both  life  and  treasure,  and  future 
wars  for  which  we  are  preparing. 
There  is  one  of  two  things  that  will 
take  place  in  the  future;  we  will 
either  more  fully  Christianize  our 
own  nation  and  our  potential  ene¬ 
mies  or  we  will  have  to  meet  those 
enemies  in  open  conflict.  From  the 
standpoint  of  the  cost  of  treasure 
alone  it  would  be  cheaper  to  Chris¬ 
tianize  our  potential  enemies  than 
it  would  to  meet  them  in  war,  and 
then  too,  it  is  far  better  to  save 
people  than  it  is  to  destroy  them. 

The  best  thinkers  of  our  time  are 
saying  that  the  hope  of  the  world 
lies  in  Christianity.  All  of  us  feel 
that  that  is  true.  There  is  another 
fact,  however,  that  follows  this  as 
truly  as  day  follows  night:  If  the 
hope  of  the  world  lies  in  Christian¬ 
ity,  the  hope  of  the  continued 
growth,  progress  and  vitality  of 
Christianity  lies  in  missions  —  both 
home  and  foreign. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

The  scriptural  background  of  our 
lesson  has  to  do  with  the  first  mis¬ 
sionary  outreach  of  the  early  church. 
Prior  to  this  time  the  work  had 
been  done  in  Palestine,  principally 
in  and  around  Jerusalem.  Then  a 
great  persecution  arose.  Stephen  was 
killed,  and  other  Christians  were 
scattered  abroad.  This  persecution 
and  violence  seemed  pretty  bad  on 
the  surface,  but  it  turned  out  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  things  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  early  Church.  It  is 
another  illustration  of  the  great 
truth  stated  by  Paul:  “For  we  know 
that  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  those  who  love  God.”  These 
early  Christians  did  love  God  and 
this  persecution  worked  out  to  their 
good  and  to  the  good  of  the  Church 
of  that  day. 

If  Christianity  had  continued  in¬ 
definitely  only  in  Palestine  it  would 
have  deteriorated  into  a  sect  of  Ju¬ 
daism.  All  of  the  early  Christians 
were  Jews,  and  they  became  Chris¬ 
tians  after  they  were  grown.  This 
means  that  they  came  into  Chris¬ 
tianity  from  Judaism.  Many  of  them 
felt  that  this  was  the  way  that  all 
people  should  come  into  Christian¬ 
ity.  Even  Christ  himself  lived  and 
died  a  member  of  Judaism. 

So,  under  the  circumstances  the 
best  thing  that  could  happen  to 
Christianity,  if  it  were  to  become  a 
world  religion,  was  to  get  it  out 
among  ^he  Gentiles,  and  away  from 


Judaism.  This  was  what  happened 
when  the  early  Christians  were  scat¬ 
tered  abroad. 

We  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that 
in  the  early  days  of  the  movement 
those  who  were  willing  to  take  the 
Gospel  to  people  other  than  Jews 
were  Jews  who  had  grown  up  and 
had  been  educated  outside  of  Pales¬ 
tine.  They  were  .called  Hellinists. 
This  means  that  they  grew  up  among 
Gentiles  and  spoke  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage  and  practiced  Greek  customs. 
These  people  would  naturally  be 
broader  minded  toward  Gentiles 
than  were  the  native  Jews  of  Pales¬ 
tine. 

Two  of  these  Hellinists  who  stand 
out  were  Stephen,  the  first  Chris¬ 
tian  martyr,  and  Philip.  Both  of 
these  men  were  among  the  seven 
deacons  who  were  appointed  by  the 
Apostles  to  minister  to  the  material 
needs  of  the  poor,  especially  those 
who  were  like  themselves  —  Helli¬ 
nists. 

After  the  death  of  Stephen,  Phil¬ 
ip,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  went  to  Samaria.  The  Samar¬ 
itans  were  a  mongrel  people  —  a 
mixture  between  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
The  Jews  disliked  them,  but  not  so 
much  as  if  they  had  been  full  blood 
Gentiles.  The  religion  of  these  peo¬ 
ple  differed  from  that  of  the  Jews, 
though  they  did  accept  the  Penta¬ 
teuch  (the  first  five  books  of  the 
Bible).  They  did  not  attend  the  Jew¬ 
ish  temple  at  Jerusalem;  they  had 
a  temple  of  their  own  on  Mount 
Gerizin. 

Philip  held  a  great  revival  among 
these  people.  Many  of  them  accept¬ 
ed  Christianity.  A  large  number  of 
miracles  were  performed  by  Philip. 
This  made  him  very  popular  with 
the  people.  The  news  of  this  revival 
spread  back  to  Jerusalem,  and  the 
Apostles  sent  two  of  their  number 
—  Peter  and  John  —  to  check  on  the 
situation  and  to  pray  over  the  con¬ 
verts  that  they  might  receive  the 
Holy  Spirit.  They  laid  their  hands 
upon  them  and  prayed  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  great  power,  came 
upon  them. 

We  are  told  then  that  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  directed  Philip  to  go 
south  to  a  certain  road  that  led  from 
Jerusalem  to  Gaza.  Note  the  fact 
here  that  “the  angel  of  the  Lord”  is 
used  interchangeably  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  this  case  Luke  is  speaking 
of  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  early 
Church  was  directed  in  all  of  its 
movements  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Philip  obeyed  the  inward  impres¬ 
sion  from  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  when 
he  came  upon  this  road  he  saw  a 
man  driving  along  in  his  chariot. 
This  man  was  an  Ethiopian;  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  court  of  Queen  Candace, 
of  that  country.  He  was  a  proselyte 
to  Judaism  and  had  been  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem  to  worship.  He  was  not  satisfied 
with  his  religion.  As  his  driver 
guided  the  chariot  he  engaged  in 
reading  the  Old  Testament.  It  seems 
that  he  was  reading  from  the  53rd 
chapter  of  Isaiah.  This  chapter  con¬ 
tains  a  prophecy  concerning  the  Suf¬ 
fering  Servant.  The  Ethiopian  did 
not  understand  who  this  suffering 
servant  was.  When  Philip  got  into 
the  chariot  with  him  he  raised  the 
question  with  him.  We  are  told  that 
Philip  began  at  this  point  and 
preached  Jesus  to  him.  To  make  a 
long  story  short,  the  Ethiopian  was 
converted,  baptized,  and  Philip  was 
led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  seek  other 
labors. 

One  thing  we  need  to  note  in  pas¬ 
sing  here  is  the  fact  that  Philip  was 
a  layman.  He  was  not  an  ordained 
minister.  He  was  very  effective  in 
winning  people  to  Christ  and  the 


early  Church.  He  has  the  unique 
honor  of  being  the  only  person  called 
an  “evangelist”  in  the  early  days  of 
the  Church.  There  is  a  close  kinship 
between  evangelism  and  missions. 
They  are  almost  synonymous  terms. 

Soul-Winning  Christians 

The  early  Church  was  the  most 
powerful  church  ever  known.  The 
reason  for  this  was  found  in  the 
fact  that  practically  all  of  the  Chris¬ 
tians  were  soul-winners.  It  was  not 
just  a  matter  of  this  type  of  work 
being  done  only  by  ordained  minis¬ 
ters.  All  of  these  early  Christians 
were  preachers.  All  of  them  bore 
witness  to  what  the  Lord  had  done 
for  them,  and  after  all  that  is  the 
most  effective  type  of  preaching. 
They  bore  witness  both  by  word  of 
mouth  and  deed  of  life.  Both  of 
these  types  of  witnessing  are  need¬ 
ed  today.  It  is  a  fine  thing  for  one 
to  do  a  lot  of  talking  about  Chris¬ 
tianity  provided  his  every-day  life 
backs  up  what  he  says. 

The  enemies  of  early  Christianity 
thought  they  would  stamp  it  out  by 
driving  the  disciples  from  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  but  they  only  succeeded  in 
scattering  it.  Think  of  a  big  bed  of 
live  coals  of  fire  on  a  clean  spot  out 
in  the  midst  of  a  prairie  that  is  cov¬ 
ered  with  dry  grass.  A  man  wishes 
to  put  this  fire  out,  and  he  tries  to 
do  so  by  simply  scattering  these  live 
coals  among  the  dry  grass.  The  re¬ 
sult  is  a  great  conflagration.  That 
is  exactly  what  happened  with  early 
Christianity.  Its  enemies  thought 
they  could  destroy  it  by  scattering 
it.  The  result  was  that  everywhere 
these  disciples  went  they  planted 
this  new  religion. 

Our  Modern  Need 

The  Christians  today  need  some¬ 
thing  of  the  passion  of  these  early 
disciples.  We  need  to  become  such 
enthusiastic,  vital  witnesses  for  our 
religion  that  it  will  spread.  We  need 
to  carefully  live  up  to  our  profession 
day  by  day,  and  then  we  need  to 
tell  others  about  it. 

We  said  earlier  in  this  lesson  that 
the  hope  of  the  world  lies  in  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  that  the  hope  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  lies  in  missions  —  both  home 
and  foreign;  now,  may  we  go  one 
step  further,  the  hope  of  Christian¬ 
ity  and  missions  lies  in  the  recap¬ 
ture  of  the  spirit  of  zeal  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  on  the  part  of  modern 
Christians.  We  are  up  against  an 
“ism”  that  is  simply  filled  with  zeal 
and  enthusiasm.  This  movement  is 
known  as  Communism.  This  move¬ 
ment  does  not  promise  nearly  so 
much  to  its  followers  as  does  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  yet  it  has  succeeded  in 
creating  far  more  zeal  and  enthus¬ 
iasm  than  the  Church  can  muster 
in  our  day.  Why  is  this  true?  Cer¬ 
tainly,  one  of  the  reasons  is  the  fact 
that  this  “ism”  is  comparatively 
new.  It  has  about  it  all  the  vigor  of 
youth.  We  have  all  heard  the  old 
saying  “A  new  broom  sweeps  clean.’’ 
The  world  is  full  of  people  who  are 
crazy  for  change.  They  are  ready 
to  take  up  anything  if  it  is  some¬ 
thing  new.  There  are  times  when 
change  is  good,  but  there  is  one 
thing  that  these  people  who  are  so 
wild  about  change  have  never  been 
able  to  get  through  their  confused 
minds  and  that  is  that  change  does 
not  necessarily  mean  progress. 

Since  Communism  is  so  inferior 
to  Christianity,  it  will  age  much 
faster  than  Christianity.  If  the  final 
struggle  between  these  two  ideas 
can  be  put  off  a  few  years  longer, 
they  will  never  come  to  death  grips. 
Communism  will  die  of  old  age- 
Christianity  will  live  forever.  AH 
Christians  should  be  constantly 
reaching  out  to  bring  others  into 
the  fold. 
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CONFERENCE  HAS 
ADEQUATE  NEWS 
COVERAGE 


Conference  Camping 
Season  Plans 
Completed 


NEW  CHANCEL  FURNISHINGS 
DEDICATED 


Centenary  to  Receive 
Grant  from 
Chemical  Company 

The  Monsanto  Chemical  Company 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  announced  that 
Centenary  College  will  be  among  83 
American  colleges  and  universities 
to  benefit  from  its  expanded  pro¬ 
gram  of  aid  to  higher  education. 

The  company  will  give  111  sepa¬ 
rate  direct  aid  awards  under  the 
new  program,  according  to  Dr.  Car- 
roll  A.  Hochwalt,  vice  president  for 
research,  development  and  engineer¬ 
ing.  The  grants  will  be  awarded 
yearly  to  liberal  arts  colleges  on  a 
rotational  basis,  but  Centenary  has 
been  earmarked  for  a  1956-57  award. 

Amount  of  the  grant  has  not  been 
disclosed  to  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Centenary.  Monsanto  re¬ 
cently  gave  Centenary’s  chemistry 
department  $1,000,  which  is  being 
used  to  finance  visits  of  outstanding 
chemists  to  the  campus,  pay  travel 
expenses  of  chemistry  teachers  to 
meetings  of  the  American  Chemical 
Society  and  purchase  of  scientific 
instruments. 

Dr.  Hochwalt  said  the  company 
has  expanded  its  program  of  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  to  scientific  education 
because  it  “recognizes  the  impor¬ 
tance  and  desirability  of  a  liberal 
arts  background  for  higher  scientific 
education  and  wishes  to  aid  those 
liberal  arts  colleges  which  are  giving 
basic  preparation  to  their  students 
for  scientific  careers,  primarily  in 
chemistry  or  chemical  engineering.” 


dren’s  Home;  T.  C.  Beasley,  mayor 
of  Ruston;  Jack  Ritchie,  treasurer  of 
the  Board;  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Ruston  District; 
Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  member  of 
the  Board. 


Pictured  above  are  the  new  chan¬ 
cel  furnishings  which  were  recently 
installed  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Amite.  Made  possible  by 
special  gifts  from  members  of  the 
congregation,  tne  new  fittings  in¬ 
clude  altar,  dossal,  pulpit,  lectern, 
chairs,  altar  and  communion  ware 
and  several  memorial  gifts.  New 
carpet  has  also  been  installed  in  the 
chancel  and  aisles  of  the  church. 

The  installation  was  completed  in 
time  for  Easter  services  when  the 
photo  was  taken,  and  the  gifts  were 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  April  8.  Rev. 
James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


Emory  Church  and 
Community  Workshop 
To  Open  July  3 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Applications  for  the 
1956  Church  and  Community  Work¬ 
shop  at  Emory  University  July  3- 
19  are  now  open  to  ministers  of  all 
denominations  from  the  thirteen 
Southern  states. 

The  in-service  training  program 
is  designed  to  aid  ministers  and  oth¬ 
er  workers  in  the  Church  to  “dis¬ 
cover  resources  to  aid  in  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  their  community  problems,” 
according  to  G.  Ross  Freeman,  di¬ 
rector. 

A  new  workshop  on  the  Town 
Church  will  be  a  feature  of  this 
year’s  session,  Mr.  Freeman  said. 
Consultant  for  this  group  will  be 
Dr.  Cecil  Thompson, -director  of  field 
work  at  Columbia  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Atlanta. 

“Last  year’s  workshop  on  the 
Urban  Church  proved  so  successful 
that  the  program  will  be  continued 
this  year,”  said,  Freeman.  Dr.  Paul 
Worley,  professor  of  Practical  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Emory,  wrill  head  the  Urban 
Church  group. 

Running  concurrently  with  the 
two  workshops  of  the  session  will 
be  the  12th  annual  School  for  Rural 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


News  of  the  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Conference  April  25-May  9 
in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  is  expected  to 
be  widely  reported  by  newspapers, 
church  periodicals,  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  stations. 

Approximately  75  editors  and  re¬ 
porters  of  newspapers  and  church 
publications  are  attending.  The  big 
press  room  operation  is  being  man¬ 
ned  by  the  staff  of  the  Commission 
on  Public  Relations  and  Methodist 
Information,  headed  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  director,  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody  of 
New  York,  who  has  also  been  named 
by  the  General  Conference  as  public 
relations  chairman. 

He  said  several  area  and  confer¬ 
ence  public  relations  directors  will 
serve  on  the  press  room  staff. 

All  radio  and  television  coverage 
will  be  handled  by  the  Methodist 
Radio  and  Film  Commission,  Dr. 
Stoody  said,  under  the  supervision 
of  Dr.  Harry  S.  Spencer,  Nashville, 
executive  secretary,  and  his  staff. 

More  than  150  radio  and  television 
programs  concerning  General  Con¬ 
ference  have  been  scheduled  by  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul 
area,  as  well  as  several  foreign 
language  recordings  to  be  broadcast 
by  the  Voice  of  America. 

In  addition  to  newscasts,  Meth¬ 
odists  are  alerted  to  tune  in  on  the 
following  radio  and  television  net¬ 
work  programs: 

April  28,  29  and  May  6:  NBC’s 
radio  program,  “Monitor,”  will  visit 
the  Conference  several  times  for 


Forty-nine  district  camp  leaders 
and  resource  persons  met  at  Camp 
Brewer,  Louisiana  Conference  camp 
near  Alexandria,  April  3,  4  and  5,  to 
complete  plans  for  the  1956  Confer¬ 
ence  camping  season.  Miss  Virginia 
Stafford,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  staff,  guided  the  Older  Adult 
Camp  staffs  in  their  planning  and 
discussed  with  the  whole  group 
'trends  and  philosophy  in  Church 
Camping. 

Teams  from  the  eight  districts  of 
the  Conference  were  prepared  in  all 
phases  of  the  camping  program,  and 
studied  the  new  materials  for  Jun¬ 
iors,  Intermediates,  and  Seniors. 
These  teams  will  conduct  a  training 
program  for  all  the  district  camp 
staffs  in  May. 

Other  resource  leaders  at  the 
Camp  Conference  included  Miss 
Elizabeth  Thompson,  Shreveport, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  Effie,  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  Shreveport,  Rev.  Luther  L. 
Booth,  Winnfieid,  Dr.  Ben  Oliphint, 
Monroe,  and  Rev,  Ned  L.  Stout, 
Eunice. 


news  and  interviews. 

April  29:  CBS’  radio  program, 
“Church  of  the  Air,”  will  have  as 
speakers  Bishops  Fred  P.  Corson, 
Philadelphia,  and  W.  Earl  Ledden, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  to  quote  from  the 
Episcopal  Address  to  the  Conference. 
The  program  is  scheduled  for  9  a.m., 
EST,  but  many  stations  broadcast  it 
at  a  later  hour. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


Ground  Breaking  For  Retired 
Minister's  Home 


Pictured  above  are  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  ground-breaking  cere¬ 
mony  for  the  first  Retired  Minister’s 
Home  which  was  held  at  Ruston  on 
Tuesday,  April  3. 


Left  to  right,  Rev.  James  B. 
Grambling,  chairman  of  the  Board; 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Shreveport  District;  Dr.  C. 
B..  White,  superintendent  of  Chil- 


Contemporary  Architecture  Receives 
Highest  Award 

New  York— (NC)— Contemporary  design  ran  off  with  the  honors  as 
18  U.  S.  churches — chosen  from  the  thousands  built  in  the  last  25  years — 
were  cited  recently  for  general  architectural  excellence  in  a  nation-wide 
poll  of  experts  in  the  field. 

Heading  the  list  was  Christ  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minnesota,  the  last  completed  work  of  the  late  Finnish-American 
architect  Eliel  Saarinen. 

The  18  were  selected  by  vote  of  35  leading  architects,  educators,  editors, 
clergymen  and  specialists  in  the  field  of  church  design,  who  are  members 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Department  of  Worship  and  the  Arts. 
All  but  two  of  those  selected  were  constructed  since  World  War  II. 

The  announcement  was  made  recently  in  New  York  at  the  annual 


meeting  of  the  Commission  by 
Chairman  Walter  A.  Taylor,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  director  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  education  and  research  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Architects. 

He  said  the  18  were  selected  from 
a  total  of  72  churches  nominated  for 
the  competition  by  commission 
members,  each  of  whom  was  asked 
to  name  from  ten  to  25  churches 
which  in  his  judgment  typify  the 
best  in  ecclesiastical  architecture. 
The  top  18  were  determined  by  fre¬ 
quency  of  their  mention.  The  poll 
was  limited  to  churches  constructed 
since  1930. 

The  winning  church,  constructed 
in  1949,  is  characterized  by  the  use 
of  natural  red  brick  both  for  exterior 
and  interior  decoration.  The  exterior 
is  dominated  by  a  bell-tower,  a 
simple-straight  line  structure,  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  main  church  building 
by  a  glass  passageway  and  more 
than  double  its  height.  It  is  topped 
by  a  willow-slim  cross  of  natural 
wood.  A  similar  cross  mounted  on 
the  brick  wall  behind  the  altar  is 
the  focal  point  of  the  sanctuary. 
“Architectural  Forum”  has  described 
it  as  a  church  in  which  “art,  science 
and  faith  achieve  a  serene  har¬ 
mony.” 

Mr.  Taylor  described  the  winning 
18  churches  as  indicating  that  “pre¬ 
conceived  ideas  of  what  a  church 
should  look  like  and  traditional  con¬ 
cepts  .  .  .  are  being  abandoned  in 
favor  of  modern  design  tailored  to 
the  functional  needs  of  each  church.” 

Boards  Plan  "Mission 
To  America" 

If  a  joint  memorial  to  the  General 
Conference  from  the  Boards  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Evangelism  is  approved,  a 
group  of  ministers  and  other  leaders 
of  the  Methodist  Church  overseas 
will  be  invited  to  the  United  States 
in  1958  for  an  evangelistic  and 
preaching  mission. 

The  Board  of  Missions  adopted  the 
memorial  calling  for  a  “Mission  to 
America”  from  the  “younger 
churches”  at  its  executive  meeting 
in  New  York.  The  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  previously  had  adopted  a 
similar  memorial.  The  mission  board 
acted  on  the  recommendation  of  its 
Division  of  World  Missions  and  the 
Department  of  Work  in  Foreign 
Fields  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service. 

The  memorial  asks  that  “outstand¬ 
ing  leaders  and  preachers  of  the 
younger  churches  be  invited  to  the 
United  States  to  give  witness  to 
their  triumphant  faith  and  to  lead 
the  Methodists  of  America  toward  a 
great  spiritual  awakening  and  to  a 
deeper  devotion  to  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith,  general  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
World  Missions,  told  the  board  that 
the  overseas  leaders  would  be  se¬ 
lected  by  the  Board  of  Missions  and 
that  arrangements  for  their  travels 
in  America  would  be  handled  by  the 
Board  of  Evangelism.  The  “Mission 


Large  American- 
British  Pulpit 
Exchange  for 
Summer 

New  York — (NC) — Something  of  a 
record  on  interchange  of  preachers 
between  countries  will  be  made  this 
summer  when  for  the  thirtieth  year 
in  succession  British  and  American 
clergymen  will  cross  the  Atlantic  to 
occupy  pulpits  in  each  others’  coun¬ 
tries  for  a  few  weeks. 

Ten  distinguished  churchmen  have 
been  accredited  to  the  British  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  USA  and  an  equal  number  of 
outstanding  divines  from  Britain 
will  visit  in  this  country,  preach  in 
various  pulpits  and  take  part  in  a 
number  of  denominational  and  in¬ 
terdenominational  conferences.  The 
councils  in  the  two  countries  are  co¬ 
sponsors  of  the  interchange. 

The  British  group,  which  includes 
the  Canon  of  Westminster  Cathedral, 
will  visit  21  states,  including  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  will  make  talks  to  many 
local  councils  of  churches.  Some  of 
the  visitors  will  attend  some  ten 
conferences  including  the  World 
Methodist  Council  meeting  in  its 
ninth  session  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N. 
C.  early  in  September. 

The  American  group  going  to 
Great  Britain  have  preaching  sched¬ 
ules  arranged  in  England,  Scotland, 
Wales  and  Ireland,  by  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  Slack,  general  secretary  of  the 
British  Council  of  Churches.  Ap¬ 
pointments  for  the  British  group  in 
this  country  were  made  by  Dr.  Rob¬ 
bins  W.  Barstow,  director  of  the 
National  Council’s  Department  of 
Ecumenical  Relations,  who  feels  that 
the  preacher  interchange  program 
contributes  significantly  to  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  good  will  and  understand¬ 
ing  between  churches  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  countries. 

Methodists  Lead  Way 
In  Resettlement  Work 
Says  Leader 

The  Methodist  Church  is  leading 
the  way  in  Christian  interpretation 
of  aid  to  refugees,  according  to 
Arthur  Wilde,  Hamburg,  Germany, 
director  of  the  North  Germany  re¬ 
settlement  offices  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

“None  of  the  churches  taking  part 
in  the  program  have  made  such  sac¬ 
rifice  as  The  Methodist  Church,”  Mr. 
Wilde  told  denominational  leaders 
at  a  luncheon  in  New  York  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief.  He  explained 
that  Methodists  had  the  least  to 


to  America”  would  center  in  preach¬ 
ing  missions  and  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paigns,  he  added. 


WHERE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
IS  NOW  MEETING 


Methodists  from  around  the  world  are  meeting  in  this  Auditorium  in 
Minneapolis  April  25  through  May  9  for  their  quadrennial  General  Confer¬ 
ence  at  which  laws  and  policy  for  the  denomination  will  be  voted. 


Minneapolis  Auditorium,  interior  view,  where  Methodists  gathered  April 
25  for  their  quadrennial  General  Conference,  the  top-ranking  legislative 
body  of  the  10-million  member  denomination. 


gain,  by  way  of  American  church 
membership,  of  all  the  participating 
groups  since  there  are  so  few  Meth¬ 
odists  among  the  refugees  applying 
for  sponsorships. 

The  World  Council  officer  is  in 
the  United  States  to  bolster  the  final 
drive  for  refugee  sponsors  among 
churches  affiliated  with  Church 
World  Service,  interdenominational 
relief  agency.  Expiration  date  of  the 
Refugee  Resettlement  Act,  under 
which  the  resettlement  program 
operates,  is  December  1956. 

“For  your  purposes,  the  deadline 
should  be  May  31,”  Mr.  Wilde  said. 
He  stated  that,  with  few  exceptions, 
assurances  completed  after  that  date 
cannot  be  filed  with  any  certainty 
that  visas  will  be  issued  in  time  for 
refugees  to  get  under  the  December 
barrier. 

American  assurances  have  been 
slower  than  any  others  in  being 
completed,  according  to  Mr.  Wilde. 
He  added  that  the  final  success  of 
the  program  will  depend  on  the 
speed  with  which  churches  in  this 
country  respond  during  the  next 
three  months. 

A  slowness  of  sponsorship  deci¬ 
sions  on  the  part  of  churches  com¬ 
bined  with  the  long  process  of  gov¬ 
ernmental  investigation  of  applicants 
for  U.  S.  immigration,  was  credited 
for  the  discouragement  felt  by  many 
refugees. 

“And  who  can  blame  them  for 
accepting  the  first  sure  emigration 
opportunity  which  presents  itself, 


whether  or  not  they  have  applied 
through  the  World  Council?”,  Mr. 
Wilde  asked. 

He  indicated  that  because  of  du¬ 
plicate  applications,  caused  by  the 
uncertainty  in  the  mind  of  the 
refugee  of  sure  aid  from  American 
churches,  the  World  Council  esti¬ 
mates  a  one-third  loss  of  applicants. 

“This  means  that  if  you  really  ex¬ 
pect  to  fulfill  your  quota  of  5000 
Methodist-sponsored  cases,  you 
should  work  for  assurances  for  ap¬ 
proximately  6800  people,”  he  said. 

The  resettlement  specialist  said 
that  there  were  now  approximately 
14  million  refugees  in  Germany.  At 
the  present  rate  of  emigration,  he 
estimates  that  the  number  of  new 
refugees  escaping  into  Western  Ger¬ 
many  from  the  Iron-Curtain  coun¬ 
tries  is  slightly  higher  than  those 
leaving  the  country  with  sponsor¬ 
ship  assurances. 

“There  are  four-and-a-half  mil¬ 
lion  unemployed  in  Germany,  but 
that  does  not  give  the  true  picture 
of  the  need  of  a  refugee  population,” 
Mr.  Wilde  reported. 

He  said  that  housing  was  one  of 
the  biggest  problems  among  refugees 
and  that  in  finding  employment, 
refugees  quite  often  had  to  be  sepa¬ 
rated  from  their  families. 

“Perhaps  from  a  political  point  of 
view,  the  refugee  problem  in  Ger¬ 
many  will  take  care  of  itself,  but 
we  must  let  our  consciences  decide 
whether  we  will  take  the  political  or 
humanitarian  view,”  he  said. 
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j.  Daniel  Barron 

“Lackadaisical.” 

That’s  what  a  layman  said  was 
true  of  many  members  of  his  church. 

The  big  word  stumped  me.  I  did¬ 
n’t  know  whether  the  man  was  pat¬ 
ting  his  fellow  churchmen  on  the 
back  or  punching  them  in  the  nose. 

The  word  means  languid.  Languid 
means  sluggish.  Sluggish  means 
listless.  Listless  means  forceless.  I 
learned  all  this  when  I  at  long  last 
found  lackadaisical  in  the  diction¬ 
ary. 

The  minute  I  learned  the  meaning 
of  the  word,  no,  the  very  second,  I 
said  to  myself,  the  guy’s  got  some¬ 
thing  there.  His  church  does  have, 
as  does  yours,  a  long  list  of  mem¬ 
bers  and  officials  who  are  lacka¬ 
daisical  in  their  relations  to  the 
life  and  activities  of  their  church. 

Their  church  projects  a  recreation 
program  to  meet  plain  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple,  for  instance.  The  lackadaisical 
laymen  scuttle  the  program  from 
who  laid  the  chunk. 

Their  church,  in  response  to  ur¬ 
gent  cries  for  instruction  about  the 
Bible,  offers  vital  courses  on  the 
Bible.  You’re  right.  The  “1”  mem¬ 
bers  never  show  up. 

Important  meetings  of  the  official 
board  are  called.  The  “1”  members 
treat  the  calls  as  though  they  were 
to  a  communist  meeting. 

Their  church  exerts  all-out  efforts 
to  build  up  its  Sunday  school.  The 
“1”  people  act  like  it  is  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  drink  buttermilk  for  break¬ 
fast. 

Meetings  are  conducted  to  give 
guidance  to  parents  of  young  chil¬ 
dren.  And  where  are  the  “1”  pa¬ 
rents?  Right  you  are.  Absent. 

The  leaders  of  the  church  choir 
call  for  Christians  who  can  sing  to 
render  an  invaluable  service  as 
members  of  the  choir.  The  many 
“1”  singers  in  the  congregation  catch 
a  cold  (I  hope). 

The  church  provides  meaningful 
Sunday  evening  activities  for  young 
people  that  may  spell  the  difference 
in  their  lives  between  shoddy  and 
rich  living.  The  “1”  parents  dumbly 
withhold  their  presence  and  cooper¬ 
ation. 

The  church  offers  creative  wor¬ 
ship  services.  The  “1”  members 
make  empty  pews. 

The  layman  was  really  wound  up. 
He  went  on  to  say  that  ii  the  lack¬ 
adaisical  churchmen  related  them¬ 
selves  to  their  homes  as  they  do  to 
their  churches,  their  homes  would 
break  up.  If  they  related  themselves 
to  their  businesses  as  they  do  to 
their  churches,  they  would  be  fired 
°r  go  broke. 

He  just  kept  on  preaching  —  giv- 
mg  the  lackadaisical  members  and 
officials  of  the  church  down  the 
country  in  rural  style. 

I  got  such  a  kick  out  of  his  kick-4 
mg  that  I  did  some  research  on  the 
word  after  he  went  home.  And  I 
came  up  with  this  list  of  its  syno¬ 
nyms  (words  having  the  same  or 
nearly  the  same  essential  meaning 
m  all  or  some  of  their  senses): 

Indolent,  lazy,  do-nothing,  sloth- 
mi,  lax,  shiftless,  dilatory,  negligent, 
mdifferent,  insouciance,  anorexia, 
anaphrodisia  .  .  . 

.  So,  brother,  if  you’re  lackadaisical 
m  your  relations  to  your  church, 
you’d  better  get  up  and  get.  That 
aynian  is  likely  to  find  out  i  what 
,  if  ,Word-  really  means  and  say  the 
whole  lot  about  you. 

APRIL  26,  1956 


Christian  Century  Editor  Emeritus 


METHODIST,  COMPOSES  MISSIONARY 

ORATORIO 


Death  Claims 

One  of  the  last  public  services  of 
the  late  Dr.  Paul  Hutchinson,  Chris¬ 
tian  Century  editor  emeritus,  who 
died  recently  in  Beaumont,  Texas, 
while  visiting  friends,  was  his  at¬ 
tendance  at  a  luncheon  meeting  at 
the  Holsum  Cafeteria,  New  Orleans, 
attended  by  a  number  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  ministers,  and  other  Methodist 
ministers  from  over  Louisiana  at¬ 
tending  the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial 
Lectures,  at  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  In 
what  was  probably  the  last  picture 
made  of  Dr.  Hutchinson,  he  is  shown 
here  addressing  the  luncheon  group 
and  answering  the  questions  of  those 
present.  Dr.  Hutchinson  was  the 
Jones  Lecturer  this  year,  and  his 
death  came  on  Sunday  following 
the  concluding  lecture  on  Thursday 
evening. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Serex,  pastor  of  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Church,  is  shown 
at  Dr.  Hutchinson’s  left.  (Staff  photo) 

Town  and  Country- 
Work  Camps 
Planned 

Among  the  work  camps  to  be 
sponsored  this  summer  by  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  are 
two  that  will  be  conducted  at  pro¬ 
jects  administered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Town  and  Country  Work  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice.  These  projects  are  Valley  In¬ 
stitute  at  Pharr,  Texas,  and  Scott’s 
Run  Settlement  in  Morgantown,  W. 
Va. 

Both  camps  will  be  interracial  and 
both  will  be  participated  in  by  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  completed  the 
sophomore  year,  or  its  equivalent, 
in  a  college  or  university.  The  Scott’s 
Run  Settlement  camp,  in  a  coal¬ 
mining  section  of  West  Virginia,  is 
sponsored  interdenominationally  by 
the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
and  the  Presbyterians  and  will  be 
ecumenical,  participated  in  by  stu¬ 
dents  of  several  denominations. 
Work  there  will  include  improving 
the  grounds  and  facilities  at  the 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  settle¬ 
ment  houses  and  the  community 
school  house.  Plans  for  this  camp 
have  been  made  jointly  by  the 
Methodists,  Presbyterians  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  community.  There  will  be 
12  campers  and  work  will  be  done 
from  June  20  to  August  1. 

In  addition  to  working  on  the 
buildings  at  Valley  Institute,  camp¬ 
ers  there  will  paint  and  renovate 
Latin  American  churches  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  and  assist  in  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  Schools.  A  feature  of  this 
camp  will  be  three  all-valley  youth 
nights  for  the  promotion  of  fellow¬ 
ship  and  understanding  among  stu¬ 
dents  from  different  sections  of  the 
United  States. 

This  camp,  at  which  there  will  be 
14  campers,  will  be  held  from  June 
19  to  July  31  and  will  be  directed 
by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Maynard  Rich. 
Mr.  Rich  is  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southwest  Texas 
State  Teachers  College,  San  Marcos, 
Texas.  Directors  of  the  Scott’s  Run 
Camp  have  not  yet  been  named. 

Further  information  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  the  Rev.  R.  Claude 
Singleton,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  N.Y. 


A  missionary  oratorio,  with  a 
Bible-based  lyric  and  with  both 
Oriental  and  Occidental  musical 
styles,  combined  to  give  an  inter¬ 
national  Christian  message,  has  been 
composed  by  Dean  Henry  H.  Pres- 
ler,  of  India  and  America,  and  is 
being  presented  to  American  aud¬ 
iences  after  a  premiere  in  India.  Dr. 
Presler,  who  was  born  in  Valley 
City,  N.  D.,  and  is  dean  of  the  Post- 
Graduate  School  of  Leonard  Theo¬ 
logical  College,  Jabalpur,  M.P., 
India,  is  the  author  of  the  oratorio, 
which  is  entitled,  “The  Missionary 
Suite.”  He  has  been  a  Methodist 


missionary  in  India  since  1937,  and 
his  production  grows  out  of  his  work 
there. 

The  score  has  been  produced  sev¬ 
eral  times  in  India,  the  last  being 
by  the  Landour  Community  Choir, 
consisting  of  some  60  missionaires 
from  several  denominations.  It  was 
directed  by  Mrs.  Presler,  an  ac¬ 
complished  musician.  The  choir 
numbers  is  interspersed  with  related 
biblical  readings,  and  the  whole 
takes  about  75  minutes.  More  re¬ 
cently  it  was  produced  in  Fargo, 
N.  D.,  former  residence  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Presler. 


Film  Strip  Available 
On  Alaska  College 

District  superintendents  through¬ 
out  the  Methodist  Church  have 
been  sent  a  print  of  the  filmstrip, 
“An  Invitation  to  Build  the  Alaska 
Methodist  College.” 

This  filmstrip,  produced  by  the 
church’s  Radio  and  Film  Commis¬ 
sion,  gives  in  about  20  minutes  a 
pictorial  account  of  the  plans  of 
the  Division  of  National  Missions 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  to  build  an 
accredited,  church-related  college  at 
Anchorage,  Alaska. 

The  colored  slides,  with  recording 
and  script  tell  of  the  need  for  the 
college,  of  the  growth  of  Alaska  and 
its  increasing  importance  to  the 
United  States,  of  the  visit  of  36 
Methodist  clergymen  to  Anchorage 
and  of  the  Anchorage  financial  cam¬ 
paign  of  March,  1955,  in  which  more 
than  $715,000  was  subscribed  for 
the  coHege. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  associate  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Division  who  is  directing 
'the  campaign  to  raise  funds  for  the 
college,  says  that  district  superin¬ 
tendents  are  asked  to  hold  a  view¬ 
ing  of  the  filmstrip  for  their  pastors 
and  to  arrange  for  its  circulation 
within  their  districts. 

Superintendents  and  other  per¬ 
sons  interested  may  obtain  the  film¬ 
strip  with  accompanying  literature 
from  Dr.  Johns  at  the  Division  of 
National  Missions,  1701  Arch  Street, 
Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

The  filmstrip  is  designed  to  be 
shown  in  local  churches  to  acquaint 
Methodists  with  the  proposed  col¬ 
lege  and  to  ask  them  for  gifts  in  the 
form  of  Advance  Specials  toward  its 
erection  and  support. 


Now  Bishop  J.  Waskom  Pickett, 
of  Delhi,  and  other  prominent 
churchmen  are  recommending  its 
use  to  pastors,  superintendents,  and 
leaders  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  Com¬ 
missions  on  Missions.  Those  inter¬ 
ested  are  asked  to  contact  Dr.  Pres¬ 
ler  at  120  East  College  Street,  Ober- 
lin,  Ohio,  where  he  is  on  furlough 
this  year. 

“The  Missionary  Suite”  consists 
of  nine  movements,  each  of  which 
contributes  to  a  central  theme.  This 
central  theme  is  the  religious  ex¬ 
perience  of  a  typical  Christian  mis¬ 
sionary  today.  He  receives  a  call 
from  God  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
those  who  know  not  Christ.  After 
considerable  heart-searching  he  goes 
out  to  a  strange  land,  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  surrounded  and  engulfed  by  a 
non-Christian  culture.  He  discovers 
that  the  non-Christian  religions  are 
firmly  entrenched,  well-buttressed 
by  lore  and  ritual,  and  parading  in 
brilliant  beauty.  After  a  period  of 
orientation,  the  missionary  makes 
his  appeal  in  the  name  of  God,  but 
the  priests  of  other  faiths  firmly  op¬ 
pose  him.  He  protests  against  the 
idolatry  of  a  splendid  ceremony,  of 
the  idolatry  of  complete  subservi¬ 
ence  to  the  political  state,  only  to 
be  met  with  the  stem  command  to 
submit  or  die.  In  his  memory  are 
the  examples  of  his  predecessors, 
the  martyrs  who  have  died  for  their 
Christian  faith.  He  is  thrust  back 
upon  the  guidance  of  God,  and  the 
conviction  that  He  who  caHed  the 
missionary,  will  save  that  same  mis¬ 
sionary  even  unto  the  uttermost. 
Slowly  he  turns  from  negative  pro¬ 
tests  to  a  positive  affirmation,  and 
in  the  personal  testimony  of  Chris¬ 
tian  experience  discovers  the  win¬ 
ning  confirmation  of  our  Lord’s 
promise:  “I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  me.” 
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<SA  Local  (Church  Speaks  Up 

AN  official  board  of  a  local  church  in  this  Episcopal  Area 
recently  took  action  stating  its  position  on  a  current  issue,  a 
position  which  is  at  odds  with  the  stated  position  of  its  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  statement  on  the  issue.  One  cannot  question  the 
right  or  privilege  of  an  official  board  to  take  such  a  position  if  it 
feels  inclined  to  do  so.  However,  in  a  letter  accompanying  the  reso¬ 
lution  which  is  being  given  wide  circulation  tne  official  board 
suggests  that  an  annual  conference  endeavors  to  speak  for  the 
churches  making  up  the  annual  conference  and  that  issues  are  not 
decided  by  all  members  of  the  conference,  but  by  “a  select  few.” 

We  would  call  all  local  church  leaders’  attention  to  the  fact  that 
an  annual  conference  in  issuing  a  statement  does  not  attempt  to 
“speak  for”  all  the  churches  there  represented.  Any  statement  it 
issues  is  simply  a  point  of  view  of  the  conference  itself,  and  no 
Methodist  conference  ever  issues  a  statement  until  the  matter  under 
discussion  has  been  presented  in  open  meeting,  opportunity  given 
for  expressions  of  various  points  of  view,  and  a  vote  taken  among 
members  present. 

It  might  be  well  also  to  suggest  that  an  official  board  statement 
does  not  necessarily  represent  the  point  of  view  of  all  the  members 
of  the  church  under  the  administration  of  the  official  board.  Just 
as  an  annual  conference  does  not  necessarily  speak  for  all  of  its 
constituent  churches,  an  official  board  does  not  necessarily  speak 
for  all  the  members  of  that  church. 

The  Methodist  Church  is,  of  all  churches,  the  most  democratic 
in  its  church  government.  Each  local  church  selects  its  own  repre¬ 
sentatives  or  “members”  of  the  annual  conference  and  through 
such  representation  has  the  opportunity  to  make  its  influence  felt 
in  every  act  of  the  annual  conference.  Each  annual  conference  elects 
its  own  delegates  from  among  its  members  to  represent  it  at  the 
quadrennial  General  Conference,  thus  protecting  the  democratic 
principle  of  representation  at  the  policy  making  level. 

Again  we  do  not  question  the  right  of  any  local  church’s  official 
board  to  state  its  own  position  on  any  issue.  We  simply  desire  to 
point  out  that  other  local  churches  and  annual  conferences  likewise 
have  the  same  right.  Only  the  General  Conference  has  the  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  “speak  for”  Methodism,  and  the  position  it  takes,  leg¬ 
islatively  or  otherwise,  becomes  the  official  position  of  the  church 
on  all  matters. 

Qeneral  (Conference  In  Session 

THE  big  news  in  Methodism  just  now  is,  of  course,  the  quad¬ 
rennial  General  Conference  in  session  at  Minneapolis.  By 
the  date  of  this  issue,  the  Conference  will  have  had  its  open¬ 
ing  session  on  Wednesday,  heard  the  Council  of  Bishops’  Episcopal 
Address,  and  will  be  settling  down  for  the  business  at  hand. 

For  ’those  who  will  be  following  the  activities  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  conference  through  the  secular  and  religious  press 
these  are  days  of  watchful  waiting.  We  would  like  to  offer  this 
thought  with  the  hope  that  it  may  be  of  help  in  the  days  to  come. 
The  best  that  Methodism  has  in  the  way  of  consecrated  and  devoted 
leadership  is  now  at  Minneapolis.  The  outcome  of  the  Conference 
whether  program,  policy,  legislation,  or  statements  will  be  action 
which  has  been  conscientiously  considered  and,  we  believe,  bears 
the  seal  of  God’s  blessing.  As  Methodists  we  will  accept  the  Con¬ 
ference’s  action  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  action  was  taken,  as  the 
Master’s  blueprint  for  Methodists  for  the  future. 

Russian  Leaders  5 Become  (fJiiore  Realistic 

THE  Russian  propaganda  line  changes  form  so  frequently  that 
the  world  is  not  much  surprised  unless  the  change  is  start¬ 
lingly  noticeable.  Of  course  the  world  was  impressed,  and 
still  is,  with  the  new  propaganda  line  about  Stalin  which  has 
changed  him  from  an  object  of  veneration,  and  almost  worship,  to 
a  scapegoat,  a  half-crazed,  despotic,  cold-blooded  murderer,  who 
readily  sacrificed  the  interests  of  the  Russian  nation  and  its  people 
to  advance  his  personal  power.  In  that  amazing  change  of  attitude 


the  Russian  leaders  were  but  coming  around  to  the  opinion  about 
Stalin  which  the  free  world  has  had  for  years. 

In  the  present  visit  of  Khrushchev  and  Bulganin  in  England 
they  seem  again  to  be  in  the  smiling  mood.  Also,  from  some  of  their 
remarks,  they  seem  to  be  in  a  more  realistic  mood  than  Russian 
leaders  ordinarily  show.  In  the  face  of  the  dangers  of  nuclear  war¬ 
fare,  the  position  of  the  Russian  line  formerly  has  been  that  such 
a  war  would  mean  the  destruction  of  capitalistic  nations  and  leave 
Russia  victorious. 

Last  week,  in  England,  Khrushchev  is  credited  with  giving  out 
a  new  line  of  propaganda  regarding  war  with  nuclear  weapons.  His 
statement  there  was  to  the  effect  that  both  sides  now  know  the 
power  of  the  hydrogen  bomb.  He  stated  that  the  use  of  such  weap¬ 
ons  could  “subject  the  WORLD  to  the  danger  of  destruction.”  Here 
the  word  “world”  is  substituted  for  capitalistic  nations.  Khrushchev 
further  stated,  “Now,  as  result  of  science,  war  can  bring  no  good 
either  to  one  side  or  the  other.”  Moscow  radio  carried  this  speech 
in  full,  hence  other  Russian  leaders  now  have  their  work  cut  out 
for  them  in  teaching  Russian  people  and  their  satellites  that  modern 
warfare  benefits  no  one.  Here  again  the  Russian  leaders  have  come 
around  publicly  to  the  viewpoint  of  the  free  world  since,  for  a 
long  time,  leaders  of  the  free  world  have  felt  that  nuclear  warfare 
could  and  probably  would  mean  the  end  of  civilization  on  the 
earth. 

It  will  be  a  wonderful  thing  if  this  new  realistic  view  of  the 
dangers  of  nuclear  warfare  becomes  a  fixed  part  of  the  thinking 
of  communists.  There  is  the  general  feeling  that  only  the  fear  that 
they  could  not  win  has  kept  Russia  from  loosing  another  war  on 
the  world.  We  have  made  another  step  toward  peace  when  Russian 
leaders  publicly  acknowledge  their  fears  that  war  would  destroy 
Russia  as  well  as  “capitalistic  nations.’* 

23 egin  Now 

IT  is  only  a  little  more  than  four  weeks  when  on  May  29th  the 
opening  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  be 
held.  In  the  two  weeks  following  the  Little  Rock  and  the  North 
Arkansas  Conferences  will  be  held. 

Fortunately  the  day  is  past  when  the  closing  weeks  of  a  con¬ 
ference  year  were  a  mad  scramble  to  close  the  year’s  work  in  a 
creditable  manner  and  go  to  conference  with  “everything  in  full.” 

Nevertheless,  in  many  of  our  charges,  it  often  occurs  even  now 
that  important  work  needs  to.  be  done  to  make  the  records  of  the 
year  complete.  Because  the  pressure  in  these  matters  is  not  so 
heavy  as  in  former  years,  we  sometimes  make  the  mistake  of  de¬ 
laying  final  action  until  the  days  just  before  Annual  Conference. 

We  should  be  thankful  that  the  work  of  a  conference  year  is 
done  now  largely  month  by  month.  However,  if  there  are  some 
“loose  ends”  that  need  to  be  gathered  up  before  conference  time, 
now  is  a  good  time  to  begin. 


Louisiana  Conference  —  R.  R.  Branton,  J.  N. 

Leonard  Cooke,  George  W.  Pomeroy,  Virgil  D.  i"0' 
ris,  Charles  W.  Price,  Harry  Squires. 

North  Arkansas  Conference— Joel  Cooper,  J.  G.  Moorei 
R.  J.  Rice,  Robert  P.  Sessions,  J.  Frank  warden' 
J.  William  Watson,  W.  M.  Womack. _ 
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A  Life  For  Living  Bt  R*Jph  w*  8tocto“ 

THE  ART  OF  OWNING 

The  Master  of  Life  appeared  utterly  indifferent  to  money  for  Hi*  own 
use.  There  is  no  mention  of  what  Jesus  earned  as  a  carpenter,  of  what 
He  received  as  a  teacher,  of  what  He  spent  as  a  traveler.  Jesus  is  never 
recorded  as  asking  for  alms,  and  the  gospels  contain  no  treasurer’s  report. 

But  while  Jesus  seemed  far  from  any  personal  con¬ 
cern  about  money,  there  is  scarcely  any  subject  to  which 
He  made  more  frequent  reference.  Realist  that  He  was, 
He  recognized  how  the  considerations  of  wealth  are 
woven  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  everyday  living.  He 
lived  in  an  atmosphere  charged  with  materialism.  This 
accounts  for  the  frequency  of  His  lightning  flashes  on 
the  subject  of  money. 

He  saw  the  love  of  money  had  developed  an  al¬ 
most  demonic  power  which  he  called  “Mammon.” 
He  saw  this  love  of  money,  this  Mammon,  as  the  very 

.  rival  of  God.  He  declared,  “You  cannot  serve  God  and 

Mammon,  for  either  you  will  love  the  one  and  hate  the  other;  or  else 
you  will  hold  to  one,  and  despise  the  other.” 

In  the  light  of  Jesus’  teachings,  we  cannot  simply  say  that  He  bade 
His  followers  sever  themselves  from  all  possessions.  In  His  parables  Jesus 
seems  to  recognize  the  right  of  private  property.  For  instance,  in  His  para¬ 
ble  of  the  invitations  to  the  great  supper,  He  cited  the  excuses  given  by 
certain  guests.  One  said,  “I  have  bought  a  field,  and  I  must  needs  go  out 
and  see  it.”  Another  said,  “I  have  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen  and  I  go  to 
prove  them.”  Jesus  condemned  the  making  of  such  excuses,  but  He  did 
not  raise  the  issue  of  the  right  to  own  the  field  and  the  oxen. 

The  Right  Way 

Apparently  recognizing  the  right  to  own  property,  He  sought  to  teach 
the  right  way  of  owning  it.  Jesus  dealt  with  men  where  they  live  and  how 
lives  are  related  to  material  possessions.  Everyone  owns  something.  Even 
communism  has  not  gone  so  far  as  to  encourage  community  toothbrushes! 
The  relation  of  religion  to  business  has  tO"t>e  considered,  for  business 
without  religion  becomes  sordid  and  religion  without  business  becomes 


sentimentally  divorced  from  daily  living.  Jesus  would  teach  us  how  to 
live  in  a  world  of  things,  owning  our  rightful  share  without  being  pos¬ 
sessed  by  them. 

And  in  learning  the  art  of  owning,  I  think  Jesus  would  have  us  first 
consider  the  source  of  what  we  possess.  The  art  of  owning  begins  in  the 
grace  of  gratitude.  The  thoughtful  person  sees  that  his  possessions  derive 
from  sources  beyond  his  efforts.  “The  earth  is  the  Lord  s  and  the  fullness 
thereof.”  The  English  people  recognized  their  indebtedness  to  God  by 
carving  that  sentence  on  the  Bank  of  England.  From  the  Creator  comes 
the  strength  of  body  and  the  power  of  thought  which  enable  us  to  use  the 
bounties  of  earth. 

Consider  one  of  the  most  seemingly  self-created  acts  we  can  imagine, 
a  pianist  playing  his  own  composition.  The  theme  is  his  own.  The  skill  of 
hand  is  his  own.  But  who  gave  him  that  brain  to  dream,  that  heart  to  feel, 
that  hand  to  play?  Parents  and  teachers  were  involved  in  the  preparation 
of  these.  And  back  of  these  is  the  genius  which  is  the  gift  of  Creator.  And 
as  for  the  instrument  on  which  he  is  playing,  who  can  easily  compute  the 
lands  from  which  its  materials  are  drawn,  the  workmen  engaged  in  the 
making  and  transporting  of  them? 

Happier  Thoughts 

We  would  be  happier  if  we  thought  more  about  the  contributions  of 
others  to  us  and  less  about  the  competition  of  others  with  us. 

And  along  with  the  source  of  our  possessions,  we  should  think  of 
their  value.  William  Jennings  Bryan  once  asked  a  lyceum  audience  the 
question,  “How  much  can  a  man  honestly  earn  in  a  lifetime?”  He  sugges¬ 
ted  an  answer  to  his  own  question.  “A  hundred  thousand  dollars.”  Remem¬ 
ber  this  was  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  Allowing  $3,000  a  year  as  an 
average  wage  and  thirty  years  as  a  normal  working  period,  a  man  would 
earn  about  $100,000  in  his  lifetime. 

Then  Mr.  Bryan  went  on  to  ask,  “Could  a  man  honestly  earn  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollars?”  “Yes,”  “he  could.”  “Could  he  honestly  earn  ten  million  dol¬ 
lars?”  “Yes,”  rhetorically  answered  Mr.  Bryan,  “for  who  could  estimate 
what  a  man  like  Edison  or  Lincoln  or  Pasteur  was  worth  to  the  world?” 
Then  he  quickly  added,  “But  those  men  were  so  busy  earning  those  values 
that  they  did  not  bother  much  about  collecting  the  rewards  for  them.” 

It  is  values,  not  price  marks,  which  make  the  art  of  owning. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

By  the  time  this  article  appears  in  THE 
METHODIST,  the  writer  will  be  in  Minneapolis, 
God  willing,  attending  the  General  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  Sessions  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  every  weekday  morning. 
In  the  afternoons  and  evenings  the  Standing 
Committees  will  meet  to  consider  the  many 
“memorials”  or  proposals  which  Methodists 
from  all  over  the  world  have  sent.  These  memor¬ 
ials  will  be  considered  by  the  committees  and 
recommended  for  acceptance  or  rejection  by 
the  Conference.  In  this  manner  it  will  be  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  Conference  to  consider  the  large 
number  of  proposals  which  come  to  it. 

The  General  Conference  is  the  official  voice 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  It  will  make  laws,  or 
changes  in  existing  laws,  declare  our  attitudes 
on  social  questions,  set  up  spiritual  and  temporal 
goals  for  the  next  four  years,  and  do  a  lot  of 
other  things  which  come  before  the  body  for 
decision.  The  doings  of  this  Conference  will 
affect  nearly  14  million  Methodists,  so  one  can 
easily  see  that  it  is  an  important  meeting,  and 
the  delegates  have  a  large  responsibility. 

There  will  be  about  750  official  delegates 
to  the  Conference.  Half  will  be  ministers  and 
half  will  be  lay  people.  Delegates  will  be  there 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  most  of  the 
foreign  delegates  will  wear  their  native  dress, 
so  the  meeting  will  be  a  very  colorful  one. 
Besides  those  who  are  elected  to  represent  their 
annual  conference,  there  will  be  several  thous¬ 
and  visitors.  Many  delegates  will  bring  their 
wives  and  families,  and  there  will  be  reserved 
seats  for  these.  Mrs.  Stuck,  who  is  somewhat  of 
a  veteran  at  attending  Methodist  conferences, 
will  be  one  of  the  visitors. 

A  number  of  challenging  questions  will  be 
brought  up  before  this  conference.  Some  of  the 
Publicity  regarding  the  meeting  may  not  be  as 
sympathetic  as  we  would  wish,  because  the 
reading  public  seeks  the  strange  and  the  spec¬ 
tacular  rather  than  the  commonplace  and  sim¬ 
ple  truth.  But  readers  of  THE  METHODIST  will 
find  in  its  news  columns  the  full  story  of  our 


1  On  A  Wide  | 

1  Circuit  I 

W.  W.  Reid  | 

'  B 

THIS  CONCERNED  ACTION  IS 
CHRISTIAN 

Underlying  our  present-day  “western 
civilization  —  which  we  feel  free  to  criticize 
and  to  try  to  make  better,  yet  realize  it  is  per¬ 
haps  the  best  the  world  has  known  to  date  — 
lie  a  number  of  basic  beliefs,  or  philosophies. 
These  include:  the  belief  that  human  life  and 
personality  is  the  most  sacred  thing  in  the 
world;  that  all  men  are,  physically  and  socially, 
brothers;  and  that  everyone  has  a  right  to  share 
in  the  material  things  we  know  as  life-necessi¬ 
ties,  and  in  the  abstract  “good”  of  life  —  free¬ 
dom,  justice,  happiness,  knowledge. 

Most  men  believe  in  these  “rights”  for  all 
men.  Yet  in  the  actual  granting  or  implemen¬ 
tation  of  these  rights,  we  often  fall  far  short: 
some  individual  or  some  group  at  one  point, 
some  at  another.  But,  as  “civilized”  people  we 
seem  generally  headed  in  the  right  direction. 

These  beliefs  in  what  some  have  called 
“inalienable  rights”  basically  stem  from  the 
Judeo-Christian  religions.  They  were  sharpened 
in  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  They  are  lived  and 
practiced  today  in  the  evangelistic-missionary 
program  of  the  Christian  church  —  a  program 
that  began  with  the  “proclamation,”  the  broad¬ 
casting,  of  the  Good  News,  then  gradually-grew 
(“because  of  the  complusion  to  meet  human 
need”)  to  embrace  an  educational  program 
training  people  to  receive  and  pass  on  the  Good 
News,  a  medical  program  to  heal  their  broken 
bodies,  an  agricultural  program  to  feed  the 
hungry.  It  was  a  development  that  was  inevita¬ 
ble  in  the  teaching  of  brotherhood.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  ideal  facing  human  need  would  have  forced 
it  had  the  Great  Commission  never  been  re¬ 
corded. 

But  what  the  Christian  church  knows  as 
“the  missionary  program,”  and  the  beliefs  and 
philosophies  that  demand  and  support  that  pro¬ 
gram,  has  now  penetrated  deeply  into  modern 


proceedings.  Also,  The  Layman’s  Column  will 
try  to  bing  some  thoughts  on  specific  subjects. 


civilization  and  far  beyond  the  direct  service 
of  the  organized  church.  Much  of  it  now  has 
the  sanction  of  some  non-Christian  groups,  and 
it  has  become  a  powerful  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  many  governments.  The  “Point  Four” 
program  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  State,  the 
Technical  Assistance  program  and  the  Health, 
Children’s  Agricultural,  Trusteeship,  Human 
Rights,  and  Educational  organizations  of  the 
United  Nations  are  cases  in  point:  they  are  root¬ 
ed  in  the  same  fundamental  concepts  as  “the 
missionary  program.” 

It  is  a  new  day  in  history  —  and  a  day  at 
least  “sparked”  by  the  teachings  of  Christianity 
—  when  the  world  organization  of  govern¬ 
ments  tries  to  do  something  about  the  fact  that 
“half  of  the  world’s  people  may  expect  to  die 
by  the  age  of  35,”  while  conditions  in  the  U.S.A. 
have  given  an  American  an  average  of  68% 
years;  when  cooperating  governments  are  try¬ 
ing  to  give  every  child  an  education,  and  to  re¬ 
move  the  injustices  that  restrict  the  work  and 
welfare  of  women;  when  the  economic  strength 
of  the  “have”  nations  is  drawn  upon  to  ease  the 
suffering  of  the  “have-nots”  —  a  stewardship 
and  concern  never  before  known. 

“Heal  the  sick,”  Jesus  both  said  and  did.  The 
vast  program  of  hospital,  medical,  and  nursing 
care  stems  from  this  example.  The  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  follows  in  the  same  noble  crusade.  But 
so  does  the  UN’s  World  Health  Organization, 
serving  in  every  disease-ridden  corner  of  the 
earth. 

At  the  moment,  WHO  is  making  a  world¬ 
wide  attack  upon  insects  that  have  plagued  man 
all  through  history  —  an  extension  of  “Go  heal.” 
Says  director-general,  Dr.  M.  G.  Casdau:  “Ma¬ 
laria  has  influenced  the  rise  and  fall  of  civili¬ 
zations,  epidemics  of  plague  and  of  yellow  fever 
have  decimated  populations,  while  outbreaks  of 
louse-borne  typhus  have  often  determined  the 
outcome  of  military  campaigns  .  .  .  These  and  a 
score  of  other  diseases  have  enfeebled  whole 
sections  of  the  human  race,  depopulated  fertile 
food-producing  tracts,  and  held  down  men’s 
level  of  living  .  .  .  ’’These  diseases,  established 
through  insects  among  animals,  constantly 
threaten  men. 

Yes,  modern  civilization,  based  on  Christian 
concepts,  is  concerned  with  what  happens  these 
brothers  of  every  tongue,  and  race,  and  creed. 
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Questions  About  John’s 

Baptism 

By  Vann  Hooker* 


THE  topic  “Baptism  in  the  Christian  Church”, 
issue  of  April  5,  by  Robert  W.  Goodloe,  has 
caused  me  to  raise  this  question,  What 
Kind  of  Baptism  Did  John  Carry  Out? 
As  I  see  it,  John  baptized  in  Jordan.  “If  so,”  say 
our  immersionist,  “he  must  have  immersed  the 
people.”  This  would  be  a  good  conclusion,  if  he 
could  not  have  baptized  at  a  river  in  any  other 
manner.  The  Scripture  says,  he  baptized  “in  the 
wilderness,”  in  “Bethabara,  beyond  Jordan,” 
“in  Jordan,”  and  “at  Enon.”  John  was  a  minister 
of  the  wilderness,  personified  by  the  prophet 
Isaiah.  “The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord.”  (Isa.  40:3) 
Three  of  those  places  named,  doubtless,  have 
reference  to  the  same  district  of  country  where 
John  exercised  his  office  and  ministry,  which 
was  the  “Wilderness  of  Jordan,”  which  extended 
as  far  as  the  river  Jordan,  from  whence  he  ob¬ 
tained  his  supplies  of  water.  He  did  not  immerse 
the  people  in  Jordan,  for,  “These  things  were 
done  in  Bethabara,  beyond  Jordan,  where  John 
was  baptizing.”  (Jhn.  1:28)  Again:  “But  he 
escaped  out  of  their  hand,  and  went  away  again 
beyond  Jordan  into  the  place  where  John  at  first 
baptized,  and  there  abode,  and  many  resorted 
unto  him”.  (Jhn.  10:40)  Ask  an  immersionist 
where  John  first  baptized?  His  answer  will  be, 
“in  Jordan.”  Well,  what  do  you  mean  by  the 
phrase  “in  Jordan?”  In  the  water,  and  under  its 
surface.  Well,  did  Christ  go  there  and  take  up 
his  abode! 

“Bethabara,  beyond  Jordan”  with  some 
thinkers,  thinks  it  should  be  Bethany,  which  was 
on  the  other  side  of  Jordan,  in  the  tribe  of 
Reuben.  Its  meaning  is,  “house  of  passage,”  and 
is  thought  to  be  at  the  place  where  the  Israelites 
passed  the  river  Jordan  under  Joshua.  If  the 
correct  reading  is  “Bethabara,”  house  of  passage, 
instead  of  Bethany,  which  was  beyond  Jordan, 
in  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  then  John’s  baptism  was 
a  house  baptism;  this  then,  strongly  implies  the 
idea  that  he  sprinkled  the  people,  or  baptized 
them  with  water. 

The  baptism  of  John  and  that  of  Christ,  were 
viewed  by  the  people  as  a  system  of  purification, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Jews,  “Then  there  arose 
a  question  between  some  of  John’s  disciples  and 
the  Jews,  about  purifying.  And  they  came  unto 
John,  and  said  unto  him,  Rabbi,  he  that  was 
with  thee  beyond  Jordan,  to  whom  thou  barest 
witness,  behold,  the  same  baptizeth,  and  all  men 
come  to  him.  (Jhn.  3:25-26)  There  was  a  con¬ 
troversy  between  some  of  John’s  followers  and 
the  Jews  about  the  baptism  of  John  and  that  of 
Christ.  The  Jews  told  John’s  disciples,  “Behold 
the  same  (Christ)  baptizeth,  and  all  men  come 
to  him.”  And  this  was  a  question  the  same 
(Christ)  baptizeth,  and  all  men  come  to  him.” 
And  this  was  a  question  about  purifying.  Well, 
what  was  the  manner  of  the  Jewish  mode  of 
purification?  Sprinkling;  therefore,  the  baptism 
of  John  and  of  Christ’s  Disciples  was  by  sprink¬ 
ling,  or  the  Jews  would  not  have  considered  it  a 
mode  of  purification. 

It  is  veiy  probable  John  occasionally  exer¬ 
cised  his  ministry  at  the  brink  of  the  water  of 
Jordan,  when  the  weather  was  pleasant;  and 
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this  being  the  case,  it  would  be  proper  to  say,  he 
baptized  “in  Jordan”;  for  instance,  Joshua  3:8: 
‘  And  thou  shalt  command  the  priests  that  bear 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  saying,  when  ye  are 
come  to  the  brink  of  the  water  of  Jordan,  ye 
shall  stand  in  Jordan.”  If  it  Were  proper  to  say 
the  priests  were  standing  still  in  Jordan,  though 
only  at  the  brink  of  the  water,  it  would  be  Cor¬ 
rect  to  say,  John  baptized  “in  Jordan,”  though 
only  he  was  at  the  edge  of  the  Water.  There 
might  have  been  a  strip  of  country  on  either  side 
of  Jordan,  or  its  valley,  called  Jordan,  and  thus 
John  might  have  baptized  “in  Jordan,”  or  the 
valley,  or  country  of  Jordan,  just  as  we  speak 
of  going  out  into  the  Mississippi  River  bottoms; 
but  we  do  not  mean  into  the  water,  but  only 
into  the  Mississippi  bottoms  in  a  certain  country 
or  valley;  therefore,  John  was  called  “The  voice 
of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness.” 

We  suppose  John  did  not  baptize  by  im¬ 
mersion,  from  the  consideration  of  the  literal 
and  physical  impossibility.  John  could  not  have 
immersed  the  millions  who  came  to  his  baptisms! 
The  number  he  baptized  would  be  difficult  to 
tell  precisely,  but  we  think  we  can  come  suf¬ 
ficiently  near  to  show  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  immerse  them.  There  doubtless  were  five 
millions  of  inhabitants  in  Judea  at  that  time.  In 
the  days  of  David  there  were  one  million  three 
hundred  thousand  “valiant  men  that  drew  the 
sword,”  beside  the  tribes  of  Levi  and  Benjamin. 
If  we  reckon  only  five  for  every  warrior,  this 
would  embrace  those  under  twenty  years  old, 
with  the  aged  and  infirm,  with  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  we  would  have  six  millions  and  a  half. 
Josephus  gives  us  the  following  account  of  the 
population  of  Palestine  in  A.D.  66,  forty  years 
after  the  time  John  entered  on  his  ministry, 
“Whilst  Cestius  Gallus  was  president  of  the 
providence  of  Syria,  nobody  durst  so  much  as 
send  an  embassage  to  him  against  Florus;  but 
when  he  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  upon  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  the 
people  came  about  him  to  commiserate  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  their  nation,  and  cried  out  upon 
Florus  as  the  bane  of  their  nation.”  Josephus 
further  says,  one  million  and  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  perished  in  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
A.D.  70.  At  this  time  the  Jews  were  greatly  re¬ 
duced  in  number  by  the  wars  they  were  engaged 
in  with  the  Romans,  and  among  themselves;  so 
at  the  time  of  John  there  could  not  have  been 
less  than  five  millions. 

The  next  item  that  engages  our  attention 
will  be  the  number  baptized.  “Then  went  out  to 
him  Jerusalem,  and  all  Judea,  and  all  the  region 
round  about  Jordan,  and  were  baptized  of  him, 
in  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins.”  (Matt.  3:5-6) 
“And  there  went  out  unto  him  all  the  land  of 
Judea,  and  they  of  Jerusalem,  and  were  all  bap¬ 
tized  of  John.”  (Mk.  1:5)  “Now,  when  all  the 
people  were  baptized,  it  came  to  pass,  that  Jesus 
also  being  baptized.”  (Lk.  3:21)  We  will  not  con¬ 
tend  that  every  man,  women,  and  child  was  bap-  ' 
tized,  but  from  the  above  language,  it  must  mean 
a  large  majority  of  the  whole  “Jerusalem,”  “All 
Judea,”  “All  the  land  of  Judea,”  “All  the  regions 
round  about  Jordan,”  “all  the  people.”  (Methodist 
Interest). 

This  would  not  be  correct,  if  a  less  number 
than  a  majority  were  baptized.  For  instance, 
should  it  be  said  of  a  Baptist  clergyman  that  he 


Page  Six 


visited  Dallas  and  immersed  all  Dallas  and  all 
the  county,  artd  all  the  regions  round  about 
county.  It  would  not  be  correct  if  a  less  number 
than  a  majority  were  ittjmersed;,  Theti  Jolirl  must 
have  baptized  at  least  thrfee  Millions. 

•  ihqUlty  will  be  the  time  of  John’s 

mhiistry-.  This  we  can  ascertain  pretty  clearly 

believe  it  lasted  something  near  eight  months 
John  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  entered  on  his 
public  functions  of  his  office.  “From  thirty  years 
old  and  upward,  even  until  fifty  years  old,  all 
that  enter  into  the  host,  to  do  the  work  in  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation.”  (Num.  4:3)  “Now 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius 
Caesar,  ...  the  word  of  God  came  unto  John, 
the  son  of  Zacharias,  in  the  wilderness.”  (Lk! 
3:1-2)  This  was  A.D.  26,  which  Would  make  John 
thirty  years  Old.  ‘‘NOW  When  all  the  people  Were 
baptized*  it  feahie  to  Bass,  that  JesUs  also  being 
baptized  ;  ;  .  And  JesUs  himself  began  to  be 
about  thirty  years  of  age.”  (Lk.  3:21-23)  At  the 
tihie  Of  Christ’s  baptism,  John’s  ministry  had 
lasted  six  months,  for  he  was  that  much  older 
than  the  Savior:  The  very  next  Circumstance, 
Ss  recorded  by  the  evangelists,  after  the  baptism 
of  Christ  Was  Christ  forty  days  and  nights  temp¬ 
tation  of  the  devil  in  the  wilderness.  The  next 
circumstance  after  the  expiration  of  forty  days 
was  the  imprisonment  of  John  that  ended  his 
public  ministry.  Put  forty  days  to  six  months, 
ahd  we  will  have  between  seven  and  eight 
months.  Was  it  possible  that  John  could  have 
immersed  three  milions  in  eight  months?  Our 
immersionist  friends  being  pressed  with  this  view 
of  the  subject,  try  to  lengthen  out  the  time  of  his 
ministry.  Some  contend  for  twelve  months,  oth¬ 
ers  in  eighteen.  Admit,  we  grant  for  a  moment 
all  they  contend  for,  which  is  eighteen  months. 
We  will  suppose  John  stepped  into  the  water  up 
to  his  waist  the  moment  he  entered  on  his  public 
ministry,  and  stood  there  day  and  night,  winter 
and  summer,  for  twenty  four  hours  in  each  day, 
allowing  him  no  time  to  eat,  drink,  sleep,  or 
preach,  and  baptized  one  for  every  minute,  how 
many  could  he  have  baptized?  Only  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  thousand  and  four  hundred,  little 
over  three-fourths  of  a  million.  To  suppose  he 
baptized  less  than  one  million  is  not  what  our 
immersionists  contend  for;  and  indeed  to  do  so, 
would  be  a  perfect  disregard  of  the  Scripture  and 
facts  in  the  case.  So  we  see  to  put  it  down  to 
the  smallest  possible  number,  and  grant  all  they 
contend  for  as  to  time,  John  could  not  have 
baptized  by  immersion. 

But  admitting  he  baptized  three  millions,  and 
we  believe  he  did,  at  least  that  number;  and  we 
supposing  his  ministry  lasted  only  eight  months, 
and  further  supposing  he  stood  in  the  water  up 
to  his  waist,  and  baptized  for  six  hours  every 
day  (more  he  could  not  do  without  a  continued 
miracle  to  sustain  him  and  it  will  be  recollected, 
“John  did  no  miracles”)  how  many  must  he 
have  baptized  every  minute?  He  must  have  bap¬ 
tized  thirty-four  every  minute!  This  shows  it 
could  not  have  been  done  by  immersion.  But  he 
could  have  baptized  the  people  by  sprinkling. 
‘‘Moses  sprinkled  all  the  people.”  (2  Heb.  9:19) 
“All  those  that  were  numbered  of  the  camps 
throughout  their  hosts,  were  six  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  and  three  hundred  and  five  hundred  and 
fifty.”  (Num.  2:32)  Suppose  there  were  five  to 
each  warrior,  including  young  and  old  men, 
women  and  children;  then  we  would  have  about 
three  millions.  The  Scriptures  represent  that 
Moses  sprinkled  all  of  them  forthwith.  This  was 
done  with  “scarlet  wool  and  hyssop,  (Pslm.  51:7) 
and  as  John’s  baptism  was  a  Jewish  purification, 
or  something  similar  to  it,  John  must  have 
sprinkled  the  people  after  the  manner  of  Moses. 

Our  immersionists  recall  places  of  baptism. 
Hear,  “Now  John  was  baptizing  in  (or  at)  Enon, 
near  Salem,  hoti  hudata  polla  en  ekei,  for  there 
was  much  water  there;”  or,  more  literally,  there 
were  many  waters  there.  The  question  is, 
whether  John  baptized  at  Enon,  near  Salem,  be¬ 
cause  the  waters  there  were  abundant  and  deep, 
so  as  to  afford  convenient  means  of  immersion, 
or  whether  the  writer  meant  merely  to  say  that 
John  made  choice  of  Enon,  because  there  was 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  there  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  those  who  visited  him  for  the 
sake  of  being  baptized,  and  hearing  the  powerful 
addresses  he  made  to  the  Jews.  The  former 
statement  makes  the  much  waters,  or  many 
waters,  necessary,  or  at  least,  convenient  and 
desirable,  for  the  purpose  of  the  baptismal  rite. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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ANON,  BY  AND  BY, 

AND  PRESENTLY 

“Immediately”  and  “straightway” 
are  two  words  much  used  in  the 
New  Testament,  which  leave  one  in 
no  doubt  as  to  their  meaning.  But 
unfortunately  the  Greek  words 
which  mean  immediately  and 
straightway  have  also  been  trans¬ 
lated  in  the  King  James  Version  by 
the  terms  “anon,”  “by  and  by,”  and 
“presently,”  all  of  which  once  meant 
immediately  but  now  means  soon  or 
after  a  while.  When  Jesus  entered 
Peter’s  house  in  Capernaum,  they 
told  him  immediately  that  Peter’s 
mother-in-law  was  ill  (Markl:30); 
but  the  modern  reader  gets  the  im¬ 
pression  that  they  did  some  visiting 
first,  for  it  is  said  that  “anon”  they 
told  him  of  her.  Salome  demanded 
that  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist 
be  given  her  on  a  platter  at  once 
(Mark  6:25),  but  the  King  James 
Version  says  that  she  asked  that  it 
be  given  her  “by  and  by.” 

In  the  parable  of  the  sower  (Mat¬ 
thew  13:21),  Jesus  said  of  the  hear¬ 
er  who  is  like  stony  ground  that 
when  persecution  comes  he  immedi¬ 
ately  falls  away;  but  the  King 
James  translation  has  “by  and  by 
he  is  offended.”  When  Jesus  said 
to  the  barren  fig  tree,  “May  no 
fruit  ever  come  from  you  again!”, 
the  account  in  Matthew  21:19  re¬ 
cords  that  the  fig  tree  withered  at 
once;  but  the  King  James  Version 
says  that  it  withered  “presently.” 

When  Jesus  rebuked  one  of  his 
followers  for  drawing  a  sword  and 
striking  out  in  defense  of  his  Mas¬ 
ter  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane 
(Matthew  26:52-54),  he  said,  “Put 
your  sword  back  into  its  place;  for 
all  who  take  the  sword  will  perish 
by  the  sword.  Do  you  think  that  I 
cannot  appeal  to  my  Father,  and 
he  will  at  once  send  me  more  than 
twelve  legions  of  angels?  Jesus  used 
a  clear,  strong  word  which  means 
“right  now”  or  “at  once.”  But  the 
King  James  Version  imports  a  more 
leisurely  air  to  the  saving  by  using 
the  word  “presently”  —  “he  will 
presently  give  me  more  than  twelve 
legions  of  angels.” 

“A  fool’s  wrath  is  presently 
known:  but  a  prudent  man  covereth 
shame”  is  one  of  the  realistic  obser¬ 
vations  of  the  book  of  Proverbs 
(12:16).  But  it  is  clearer  and  more 
realistic  in  the  present  translation: 

“The  vexation  of  a  fool  is  known 
at  once,  but  the  prudent  man  ig¬ 
nores  an  insult.” 


Asks  Critical  Analysis  Of 
Civilization  By  United  Protestantism 

Toronto,  Ont.  (RNS)  —  The 
world’s  Protestant  churches  must 
unite  to  carry  out  a  critical  analy¬ 
sis  of  civilization  “that  only  they 
can  provide,”  a  Canadian  church¬ 
man  declared  here. 

Dr.  Emlyn  Davies  of  Yorkminis- 
ter  Baptist  church  here  addressed 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa¬ 
ted  Church  Press,  organization  of 
Protestant  editors  in  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada. 

“Precisely  as  the  medieval  period 
needed  the  critical  analysis  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Reformation,”  h  e 
said,  “so  does  the  present  age  need 
a  similar  critique.” 
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What  One  Church  Does  For  Its  Older  Adults 


XYZ  Club  has  Game  Time 


Mrs.  Mary  Catherine  Dyer,  right,  demonstrates  how  to  make  attractive 

earrings  for  gifts. 


By  Doiiye  Varnado* 

THE  XYZ  (“Extra  Years  of 
Zest”)  program  of  First 
Methodist  Church.  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  is  the  result  of 
the  Church’s  turning  its  attention 
to  the  older-adult  group  in  its 
church.  In  the  great  amount  of  zeal 
and  industry  involved  in  building 
the  huge  youth  center  and  getting 
its  program  revolving,  this  import¬ 
ant  portion  of  the  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  and  fellowship  program  of  the 
Church  was  being  neglected.  The 
minister,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  and 
the  Director  of  Christian  Education, 
Don  Barnes,  together  with  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education  of  First  Metho¬ 
dist,  agreed  to  call  in  a  specialist  in 
the  field  of  adult  education  in  order 
to  organize  this  program  on  a  sound 
footing.  Called  in  was  Mrs.  Mary 
Catherine  Dyer,  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  McFarlin  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Norman,  Oklahoma, 
whose  older-adult  program  and 
work  in  this  field  at  conference  and 
district  levels  is  known  over  this 
section  of  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Dyer,  in  a  planning  session 
held  at  the  Church  before  the  four- 
day  seminar,  said  that  the  great  goal 
of  the  older  adult  groups  is  that 
we  can  learn,  instead  of  holding 
their  hands  and  listening  to  their 
troubles,  to  take  their  hands  and 
lead  them  back  into  the  active 
stream  of  life.  She  stated  that  get¬ 
ting  older  adults  together  works 
like  group  therapy,  and  that  in  her 
own  groups  there  were  a  number 
of  previous  shut-ins  who  were  now 
themselves,  making  gifts  for  and 
visiting  shut-ins.  Mrs.  Dyer  said 
that  the  adult  leaders  of  the  church 
should  realize  that  in  working  with 
and  encouraging  the  older-adult 
program  of  the  church,  they  were 
really  preparing  a  place  for  them¬ 
selves,  which  should  be  an  added 
incentive. 

On  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of  the 
seminar,  Mrs.  Dyer  met  with  the 
planning  committee  at  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  composed  of  a  group 
of  selected  older  adults  and  Mr. 
Barnes.  There  the  group  shared 
ideas  of  what  an  older  adult  pro¬ 
gram  should  consist  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  situation.  On  Tuesday  evening 
a  supper  meeting  was  held  with  the 
Adult  Division  Council,  officers  and 
teachers.  Discussed  was  “The  Re¬ 
lation  of  the  Older  Adult  Group  to 
the  Total  Church  Program.”  On 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  mornings, 
the  older  adults  of  the  Church  met 
with  Mrs.  Dyer  for  a  program,  re¬ 
creation,  and  coffee.  Mrs.  Dyer  dem- 

•Dottye  Varnado  is  Secretary  of  Promotion 
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“Such  a  critical  appraisal,”  he 
continued,  “will  need  to  be  both 
positive  and  negative,  an  affirima- 
tion  and  a  denial.  This,  I  am  per¬ 
suaded,  can  only  be  provided  by 
Protestantism  because  of  its  very 
nature;  it  is  both  a  protest  against, 
and  an  affirmation  on  behalf  of, 
historic  Christianity.” 

Asserting  that  the  Reformation 
dealt  effectively  with  the  spiritual 
hunger  of  medieval  society,  Dr. 
Davies  said  the  need  now  is  for  a 
pattern  to  cope  with  present-day 
problems. 

“Unless  we  provide  it  man  adrift 
from  God  is  going  to  create  idols 
for  himself,  such  as  the  class,  the 
nation,  the  state,  the  soil,  the 
people,”  he  said. 


onstrated  activities  and  handicraft 
and  the  group  joined  in  fellowship 
singing.  Transportation  to  the  Sem¬ 
inar,  whenever  needed,  (was  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  50-50  Class  of  First 
Methodist,  with  ambulance  service 
also  provided  for  those  who  needed 
to  bring  their  wheel  chairs  or  rest 
beds. 

On  Thursday  evening  a  supper 
meeting  was  held  with  the  Adult 
Home  Department  Workers  of  the 
Church,  who  carry  on  the  program 
for  the  shut-ins. 

On  Friday  morning  all  of  the  older 
adults  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
were  entertained  at  a  party  by  the 
older  adults  of  First  Methodist,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  There  were  informal 
games,  discussions,  and  at  noon-time 
a  sack-lunch  picnic  in  the  gymna¬ 
sium.  Two  important  questions  were 
asked  by  Mrs.  Dyer,  and  the  grown¬ 
ups  set  up  their  own  answers: 

What  can  the  Church  do  for  the 
Older  Adults? 

1.  Make  the  older  adults  feel  that 
the  Church  wants  and  needs  them. 

2.  Give  them  the  opportunity  to 
serve. 

What  can  the  older  adults  do  for 
the  Church? 

1.  Form  telephone  committees  to 
take  care  of  group  calling  that  the 
church  needs  to  have  done. 

2.  At  Easter  and  Christmas,  and 
other  special  occasions,  stuff  the 


envelopes  that  are  mailed  for  do¬ 
nations  to  the  hospitals  and  homes 
that  are  church  supported. 

3.  Make  table  decorations  for  the 
church  banquets  and  dinners. 

4.  Write  letters  to  shut-ins. 

5.  Pray  for  the  Church  and  its 
program  and  leaders. 

6.  Form  neighborhood  prayer 
groups. 

7.  Review  books  for  the  library 
committee. 

8.  Collect  pictures  for  the  church 
school. 

9.  Make  Christmas  gifts  and  other 
gifts  in  the  handicraft  classes. 

10.  Make  scrapbooks  for  children 
and  shut-ins. 

In  speaking  of  the  type  program 
for  any  church,  Mrs.  Dyer  said  that 
each  group  has  to  develop  its  own 
program  to  fit  the  interest  of  its 
group.  Some  of  the  groups  like  craft 
work,  singing,  and  playing  games. 
“Others  like  more  active  programs, 
including  square  dancing  and  crea¬ 
tive  dancing,”  she  said. 

On  Friday  evening  after  the  semi¬ 
nar  the  First  Methodist  group  will 
meet  to  begin  formation  of  their 
own  club  -  elect  officers  and  set  up 
their  program.  Dr.  Dawson  said  that 
the  Church  was  much  gratified  by 
the  response  of  the  older  adults  to 
the  seminar  and  in  their  interest  and 
zeal  in  setting  up  an  active  program 
at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 
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REV.  J.  A.  JONES,  pastor  of  the  Olla  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  wi'ites  that  a  Home-coming 
Day  service  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  April  29. 
Lunch  will  be  served  after  the  worship  service. 

THE  FILM,  John  Wesley,  was  shown  at  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  Sunday,  April  15,  at  7:30  p.m.  Rev.  J. 
P.  Woodland  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ROY  MOUSER,  pastor  of  the  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  wrill  conduct 
evangelistic  services  at  the  First  Methodist 
'Church,  West  Monroe,  May  21-27.  Rev.  W.  D. 
Milton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  D.  MILTON,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  West  Monroe,  was  the 
preacher  in  evangelistic  services  at  the  Downs- 
ville  Methodist  Church  last  week.  Rev.  I.  A.  Pat¬ 
ton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  VIRGIL  MARBUT,  of  San 
Angelo,  Texas,  announce  the  birth  of  twin 
boys,  Larry  and  Gary,  on  April  9.  Mrs.  Marbut 
is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones,  pastor  of  the 
Olla  Methodist  Church  and  Mrs.  Jones. 

TWENTY-EIGHT  people  were  received  into  the 
membership  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Iberia  on  Easter  Sunday  which  makes  a 
total  of  110  received  during  the  conference  year. 
Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  pastor  of  the  New  Iberia 
Church. 

First  methodist  church,  new  iberia, 

has  employed  Jerry  Fuller  as  fulltime  Min¬ 
ister  of  Music  and  Education.  Mr.  Fuller  has 
held  a  similar  position  in  First  Church,  Lafayette, 
during  the  past  two  years.  He  will  assume  his 
new  duties  on  May  1. 

REV.  STARR  DAILY  of  Santa  Monica,  Calif., 
author  and  lecturer,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
of  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  April  15,  at  11:00  a.m. 
and  7:30  p.m.  He  also  spoke  at  the  church  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

THE  1955-56  council  of  the  S.L.I.  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  held  its  council  evaluation  banquet  on 
Tuesday,  April  10,  at  Poor  Boy’s  Riverside  Inn 
in  Lafayette.  After  the  meal  each  member  gave 
a  report  of  his  work  as  a  council  member  and 
made  suggestions  to  be  passed  on  to  his  successor. 

MURRAY  DURHAM,  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Bossier  City  and 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Bossier  City, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  the  Curtis  Park  Methodist  Church  of 
Bossier  City  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  17.  V.  A. 
Thompson  is  president  of  the  Men’s  Club. 

AN  EASTER  banquet  was  given  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Sunday  School  classes  of  Mrs. 
Pierce  Rison,  Mrs.  Halbert  Scott  and  Mrs.  ‘Bob 
Scott  on  March  27  at  the  Jonesville  Methodist 
Church.  Ages  of  the  young  members  ranged  from 
three  years  to  the  early  elementary  grades  of 
school.  The  dining  table  was  decorated  in  the 
Easter  motif. 

MRS.  CHARLES  EGLEY  is  the  new  president 
of  mothers  of  students,  faculty  and  adminis¬ 
tration  wives  and  friends  of  the  college.  Other  new 
officers  are:  Vice  president,  Mrs.  J.  Edwin  Bailey; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Dale  Poss;  correspond¬ 
ing  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Akin;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Mounce,  and  historian,  Mrs.  Ethel  Yancey. 
The  group  recently  raised  $225  through  a  style 
show  to  purchase  necessary  equipment  for  the 
Centenary  College  school  of  music. 

NOLAN  G.  SHAW,  Instructor  in  geology  at 
Centenary  College,  conducted  a  group  of 
elementary  geology  students  on  a  field  trip  into 
Arkansas  last  week  to  study  fossils  and  rock 
formation.  The  group  visited  the  Ben  Lomond, 
Ouachita  Mountain,  Nashville,  Murfreesboro  and 
Narrows  Dam  areas.  A  side  trip  to  the  diamond 
mines  of  Arkansas  was  optional.  Prof.  C.  A. 
Hickcox  is  head  of  the  geology  department. 


REV.  ,  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church,  held  a  week's  re¬ 
vival  at  the  Wisner  Methodist  Church  with  serv¬ 
ices  at  10:00  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  each  day.  On 
Friday  of  that  week,  Mr.  Kilpatrick  spoke  at  the 
local  school  to  the  student  body  and  faculty,  at 
the  regular  morning  service,  at  the  children's 
service  in  the  afternoon  and  the  revival  service 
that  evening.  Rev.  Jas.  A.  Knight  is  pastor  of  the 
Wisner  Church. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Will 
be  the  speaker  at  the  Shreveport  observance  of 
May  Fellowship  Day  which  will  be  held  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  on  Friday,  May  4. 
Others  taking  part  in  the  service  will  be  Dr.  W. 
L.  McLeod,  Mrs.  Victor  Hoye,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Led¬ 
better  and  Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Plumley.  Mrs.  Grady 
Nelson  is  general  chairman.  Ministers  of  Shreve¬ 
port  and  Bossier  City  and  their  wives  will  be 
special  guests.  The  observance  is  sponsored  by 
the  United  Church  Women. 

KOREA  seems  on  the  way  to  becoming  a  Chris¬ 
tian  nation,  the  Rev.  Thoburn  T.  Brum¬ 
baugh,  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  secretary 
for  Korea,  reports  from  Seoul.  He  adds  that 
Protestant  churches  there  are  “straining  every 
nerve  to  meet  a  tremendous  postwar  evangelistic 
opportunity.”  The  Methodist  Church,  despite  the 
separation  from  many  of  its  institutions  in  the 
North,  has  a  constituency  of  about  85,000,  double 
that  of  pre-Korean  war  days.  Dr.  Brumbaugh 
says  that  Korea’s  Methodist  churches  are  crowd¬ 
ed,  its  school  overflowing  and  its  leadership  “al¬ 
most  frenziedly  busy”  winning  new  converts. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
at  Centenary  College  will  hold  their  annual 
retreat  at  the  Methodist  Camp  on  Caney  Lake 
Saturday  and  Sunday  of  this  week.  Charles 
Wilder  of  Eros,  president  of  the  MSM,  is  in 
charge  of  registration  and  will  be  assisted  by 
Shirley  Simmons  of  Linden,  Texas,  and  Jean 
Alice  Flowers  of  Shreveport.  Billy  Vines  of  Con¬ 
verse  is  chairman  of  the  transportation  commit¬ 
tee.  Serving  on  the  menu  committee  are  Juan 
Watkins  of  Delhi,  Betty  Bentley  of  New  Orleans 
and  Barbara  Meades  of  Pine  Grove.  Delton 
Pickering  of  Houston,  Texas,  is  general  coordi¬ 
nator.  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  is  faculty  adviser. 

MRS.  CLAUDE  COCHRAN,  district  director  of 
Adult  Work  of  the  Shreveport  District,  was 
the  speaker  at  Lay  Women’s  Day  which  was  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City  on 
Sunday,  April  8.  The  program,  including  the 
regular  service,  was  under  the  direction  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
church.  The  topic  for  her  address  was  “And  Unto 
the  End  of  the  Earth.”  The  program  which  was 
conducted  entirely  by  women,  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  A.  B.  Ewing  and  Mrs.  J.  Hugh 
Smith.  Mrs.  Cochran  also  serves  as  chairman  of 
the  Family  Life  Commission  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

DEVOTIONAL  napkins  are  now  available  with 
a  religious  motif.  Offered  by  a  religious 
firm,  Cowman  Publications,  Los  Angeles  27, 
Calif.,  the  napkins  are  in  white  with  artistic  art 
designs  in  full  color.  Each  napkin  has  a  scalloped 
edge  and  is  tissue-soft,  full  crepe  stock.  The 
themes  include:  “Count  Your  Blessings,”  “Those 
Whom  God  Hath  Joined  Together,”  “Great  Is 
Thy  Faithfulness,”  “Christmas  Greetings,”  “The 
Lord  Bless  Thee  And  Keep  Thee,”  “Praise  God 
From  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow,”  and  “God  Is 
Great,  God  Is  Good.”  Another  design,  “God  Doth 
Provide,”  will  be  available  in  August.  The  nap¬ 
kins  are  cello  packed  and  packages  of  20  cost  30 
cents  and  packages  of  40  cost  60  cents. 

MISS  UNSOOK  SAW,  dean  of  students  at 
Ewha  Woman’s  University,  Seoul,  Korea, 
says  that  the  liberation  of  South  Korea  from 
“foreign  domination”  ten  years  ago  gave  a  “tre¬ 
mendous  impetus”  to  the  education  of  women  in 
that  land.  “With  the  liberation  has  come  the  idea 
of  democracy,”  she  says,  “and  the  principle  of 
the  dignity  of  human  individuals,  not  only  of  men 


but  of  women  as  well.  Even  though  It  wag 
originally  a  political  affair,  it  has  become  a  social 
and  moral  revolution,  and  has  ushered  in  a 
period  of  renaissance  for  Korean  Womanhood. 
Emerging  from  a  state  of  social  bondage,  the 
Korean  woman  has  become  a  human  being  before 
she  is  a  woman,  a  wife,  a  mother." 

REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  Vide  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
morning  service  bf  Jennings  Methodist  Church 
on  Sunday,  April  29.  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Methodist  ChUrdh,  Will 
preach  on  Sunday,  May  6.  The  pastor,  ReV. 
Robert  Crichlow,  artd  Mrs.  Chichlow  are  attend¬ 
ing  the  General  Conference  in  Mihrtedpolife,  hav¬ 
ing  been  sent  by  the  church.  Rev.  Jack  Cobkgj 
pastor  of  the  Welsh  Church,  artd  Mfs.  Cooke, 
Went  With  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crichlow,  also  having 
been  sent  by  their  church.  Lay  speakers  at  the 
Jennings  church  during  Mr.  Crichlow’s  absence 
for  the  evening  services  are  April  i 2 ,  Letdy 
Dickerson,  April  29,  Roy  Dommert,  and  May  6, 
Judge  M.  £>.  Miller,  Jr. 

MISS  CECILS  PLUMMER  of  Lake  Charles  was 
given  the  Alpha  Chi  Award  this  year  at 
Centenary  College.  The  award  is  presented  an- 
hually  to  the  outstanding  freshman  student  at 
Centenary  College.  Miss  Piummer  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Plummer.  She  is  a 
1955  graduate  of  Byrd  High  School  in  Shreveport 
where  she  lived  before  moving  to  Lake  Charles. 
At  Centenary,  she  is  active  in  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement  and  is  rush  co-chairman  of  Zeta 
Alpha  social  sorority.  She  is  freshman  class 
favorite,  freshman  representative  on  the  James 
Dormitory  Council  and  member  of  Alpha  Sigma 
Pi,  honorary  scholastic  group  for  freshman  and 
sophomore  students.  She  earned  a  straight  “A” 
average  during  her  initial  year  at  the  college. 

IN  a  recent  report  to  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  where  he  holds  his 
quarterly  conference  membership,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Alfred,  retired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  made  the  following  report  of  his  activities 
durihg  the  past  year:  held  one  service  at  Broad¬ 
moor  in  July;  services  for  two  full  Sundays  at 
Wesley  Church,  Shreveport  in  July  and  August; 
held  one  service  at  Park  Avenue,  Shreveport, 
August;  delivered  New  Year’s  message  at  Faith 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches;  conducted  two 
funeral  services  and  assisted  in  several  others; 
conducted  morning  devotional  service  at  1956 
Pastor’s  School;  other  devotional  activities  in 
worship  services  and  Men’s  Bible  Class;  numbers 
of  hospital  visits,  visits  in  homes,  and  contacts 
by  correspondence  and  telephone. 

SAMUEL  E.  DE  LA  ROSA,  a  Puerto  Rican 
journalist,  is  the  lay  delegate  to  General 
Conference  from  the  Puerto  Rico  Provisional 
Annual  Conference.  Mr.  de  la  Rosa  was  born 
in  Arroyo,  Puerto  Rico,  the  son  of  Felix  de  la 
Rosa  and  Mrs.  Maria  Mercedes  Valencia  de  la 
Rosa.  He  studied  at  the  University  of  Puerto 
Rico.  A  member  of  the  Puerto  Nuevo  Methodist 
Church,  he  is  a  local  pi-eacher  and  teacher  of 
Bible  classes  for  youth.  He  has  been  active  in 
youth  work,  having  served  as  president  of  the 
Puerto  Rico  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and  as 
president  of  United  Evangelical  Youth.  At  pres¬ 
ent  he  is  Director  of  the  Department  of  Publicity 
and  Public  Relations,  Council  of  Evangelical 
Churches  of  Puerto  Rico  and  director  of  the 
Economic  Development  Administration  magazine, 
Fomento  de  Puerto  Rico. 

DR.  GEORGIA  HARKNESS,  professor  of  Ap¬ 
plied  Theology  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  Berkeley,  California,  has  been  appointed 
as  professor  of  Christianity  at  the  International 
Christian  University  in  Japan.  The  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  by  Dr.  John  Coventry  Smith, 
vice  president  of  the  Japan  International  Chris¬ 
tian  University  Foundation.  Dr.  Harkness  will  be 
on  sabbatical  leave  from  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion.  Her  term  of  service  at  International 
Christian  University  will  be  from  September-to- 
December,  1956,  and  from  April-to-July,  1957. 
She  will  spend  the  winter  months,  December, 
1956,  to  March,  1957,  either  in  Formosa  or  the 
Philippines.  During  her  first  semester  at  I.C.U., 
she  will  teach  “Introduction  of  Christianity”  to 
sophomores,  and  in  the  spring  term  offer  a 
course  in  “Systematic  Theology”  to  students 
majoring  in  religion.  While  in  Japan,  she  will 
also  make  public  lectures. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

DATES  FOR  APRIL 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
0;OO  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6100  p.m,  the  second  date.) 

April  29-26  Kenner,  M,  David 
Felder 

April  26-27.— Flail  Summitt,  Floyd 
M.  Durham 

April  27-28— Pleasant  Hill,  M,  C. 
Cady 

April  28-29 — Thibodaux,  Robert  R. 
Miller 

April  29-80— Houma  Heights,  Rex 
Scjilyres 

April  30-May  1— Bayne,  D.  T.  Wil¬ 
liams 

May  1-2 — Wesley,  Crotvley,  Ray¬ 
mond  E.  Pierson 

May  2-3 — Jeanerette,  A.  M.  Martin 
May  374 — Patterson,  Arby  W.  Coody 
May  4-5— .Elton,  Frank  C.  Collins; 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial,  6og- 
alusa,  W.  H,  Giles 
Oile  of  the  finest  reports  of  a 
local  church  Prayer  Vigil  comes 
from  Rev.  John  H.  Sewell  of  the 
Centenary  Church,  Franklinton.  Mr. 
SeWell  says: 

“The  Prayer  Vigil  in  our  church 
last  Week  was  equal  to  a  revival 
meeting, 

Sunday  morning  at  the  general 
assembly  of  Church  School  one  man 
asked  to  speak.  He  said,  ‘I  have 
never  had  anything  to  inspire  me 
as  did  the  Prayer  Vigil.’  Another 
rose  and  said,  ‘I  think  we  should 
make  it  an  annual  affair.’ 

We  are  indeed  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  of  having  had  a  desig¬ 
nated  time  in  this  great  movement.” 
— W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman,  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 


Mr.  AND  MRS.  FULLER 
HONORED  AT  LAFAYETTE 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Fuller  were 
honored  on  Sunday,  April  15,  follow¬ 
ing  the  evening  service  with  a  social 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette.  Mr.  Fuller,  who  has  been 
serving  as  choir  director  and  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Fred  S. 
Flurry,  and  Mrs.  Fuller,  who  has 
been  organist  for  the  church,  are 
moving  to  New  Iberia  to  work  in 
the  church  there. 

Tom  Clark,  on  behalf  of  the 
church,  expressed  appreciation  for 
the  work  they  had  done  in  the 
Lafayette  Church,  and  presented 
them  with  a  gift. 

Mrs.  George  Thomas  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Jenkins  presided  at  the 
punch  bowls  and  members  of  the 
Anna  Circle  served  as  hostesses. — 
Reporter 


EMORY  CHURCH  AND 
COMMUNITY  WORKSHOP 
TO  OPEN  JULY  3 

(Continued  From  Page  1) 
Ministers,  with  Dr.  Garland  Hen¬ 
dricks  of  Southeastern  Baptist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  as  consultant. 

Courses  in  the  techniques  of 
Christian  education,  production  of 
roligious  radio  and  television  pro¬ 
grams  and  development  of  min¬ 
isterial  skills  will  be  offered  in  these 
workshops  in  addition  to  established 
courses.  During  the  second  week  of 
me  school  evening  discussions  of 
Possible  answers  to  the  problem  of 
racial  tensions  in  the  South  today 
will  be  held  for  those  who  wish  to 

attend. 

A  highlight  of  the  Church  and 
Community  Workshop  will  be  a 
banquet,  at  which  the  Progressive 
armer  Magazine  will  present  its 

APRIL  26,  1956 


FINAL  CONTESTANTS  IN  ESSAY-SPEECH 

CONTEST 


Pictured  above  are  the  eight  girl 
contestants  in  the  annual  finals  of 


Campaign  At  Gentilly 
Church  A  Success 

The  Expansion  and  Improvement 
Program  that  has  been  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  stage  at  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  for  the  past 
month,  was  brought  to  a  climax  on 
Sunday,  April  8.  Rev.  J.  Edwin 
Keith,  who  directed  the  program, 
spoke  at  both  morning  services  on 
“Giving  One’s  Best  to  the  Work  of 
the  Lord.”  That  afternoon,  nearly 
100  workers  gathered  at  the  church 
for  instruction  and  then  began  the 
visitation.  By  Tuesday  night  all  but 
a  few  church  families  had  been  con¬ 
tacted  and  the  success  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  was  assured. 

Aside  from  reaching  the  financial 
goal,  on  both  the  operating  budget 
and  the  expansion  program,  much 
was  accomplished  by  this  campaign. 
Many  workers  were  recruited  from 
the  church  roll  and  as  a  result  will 
become  active  participants  in  church 
work. 

Church  attendance  increased  dur¬ 
ing  the  campaign  and  it  is  expected 
to  continue  to  increase.  The  Board 
of  Stewards  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakely,  look  forward  to  the 
beginning  of  a  successful  building 
program  at  Gentilly. — Mrs.  John  F. 
Reeks,  Jr. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
NEWS 

Members  of  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement  at  Centenary  raised 
more  than  $100  through  their  “Hobo 
Day”  program  a  week  ago.  The 
money  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
Methodist  Student  Fellowship 
Fund.  The  students  washed  win¬ 
dows,  polished  automobiles,  did 
baby-sitting,  mowed  lawns  and  per¬ 
formed  a  wide  variety  of  other 
tasks  throughout  Shreveport  to 
earn  the  money.  The  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church  cooperated  i  n 
the  effort  by  asking  its  members  to 
provide  jobs  for  the  students.  Juan 
Watkins  of  Delhi  was  “Mr.  Hobo” 
and  served  as  general  chairman. 


Paul  Greenberg  of  Shreveport 
has  been  elected  president  of  the 
newly-organized  Campus  Young 
Republicans  at  Centenary  College. 
Other  officers  are  as  follows:  vice 
president,  Hugh  Brown,  Shreveport, 
secretary,  Gail  Lawrence,  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  treasurer,  Dick  Morris, 
New  Orleans.  The  group  has  of¬ 
ficially  endorsed  Eisenhower  as  a 
candidate  for  re-election  to  the 
Presidency  and  is  pledged  to  sup¬ 
port  Republican  candidates  on  lo¬ 
cal,  state  and  national  levels. 


Centenary  College  sent  22  cadets 
from  the  advanced  course  of  the 
senior  ROTC  division  to  a  three- 
day  orientation  course  at  Fort  Polk, 
Leesville,  last  week.  The  cadets 
joined  other  Army  ROTC  cadets 
from  colleges  throughout  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana  in  seeing  at  first 
hand  the  type  of  duties  they  will 
be  expected  to  perform  when  they 
are  commissioned  as  second  lieu¬ 
tenants  in  the  U  .S.  Army.  Lt.  Col. 
Nicholas  Novosel,  professor  of 
rhilitary  science  and  tactics,  and  M. 
Sgt.  Everett  Nugent,  senior  en¬ 
listed  instructor,  accompanied  the 
cadets. 


“Rural  Minister  of  the  Year”  awards. 

Some  scholarships  are  available, 
Mr.  Freeman  said.  Requests  for 
further  information  and  applications 
should  be  sent  to  Box  309,  Emory 
University,  Georgia. 


Ground-Breaking 
Ceremonies  for 
Ebenezer  Church 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  were 
conducted  on  Tuesday,  April  10,  for 
the  Ebenezer  Methodist  Church  with 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Travis  Campbell, 
turning  the  first  shovel  of  dirt  at  the 
construction  site. 

The  new  building  will  have  rooms 
for  Church  School  classes  and  a 
sanctuary  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
80.  The  structure  will  have  an  esti¬ 
mated  value  of  $12,000  when  com¬ 
pleted. 

A  worship  center  has  been  made 
in  the  community  center  near  the 
church  and  worship  services  are  be¬ 
ing  conducted  there  while  construc¬ 
tion  is  underway. 

The  new  structure  will  be  the 
third  erected  for  worship  in  the 
community.  The  old  church  build¬ 
ing  which  has  just  been  torn  down 
was  dedicated  in  1909. 

Members  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee  are:  John  Hoffpauir,  chairman, 
Elmer  Jeffers,  secretary,  Harry  Al¬ 
len,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Faulk,  Hiram  Hoff¬ 
pauir,  Elzy  Faulk,  and  Mrs.  Earl  L. 
Jeffers. 


MINISTER  ORGANIZING 
PROTEST  OVER  BEER 
COMMERCIAL  ON'  GRAHAM 
TV  INTERVIEW 

Denver  —  (RNS)  —  A  Methodist 
minister  here  launched  a  campaign 
of  protest  to  the  Columbia  Broad¬ 
casting  System  because  of  a  beer 
commercial  on  Ed  Murrow’s  recent 
“Person  to  Person”  telecast  inter¬ 
view  with  Evangelist  Billy  Graham. 

“We  know  Billy  Graham  didn’t 
know  he  was  advertising  beer  in 
this  part  of  the  country,”  said  the 
Rev.  Marion  G.  Hixson,  who  is 
temperance  secretary  of  the  Denver 
Methodist  District.  He  also  is  pastor 
of  Asbury  Methodist  church  here. 

Mr.  Hixson  said  he  will  enlist  the 
aid  of  the  Colorado  Inter-church 
Temperance  Movement,  the  Colora¬ 
do  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Denver  Association  of  Evangelicals 
in  organizing  a  complaint  to  the  net¬ 
work. 

“This  is  the  second  time  it  has 
happened  in  recent  weeks,”  he  said. 
“The  other  time  was  during  the 
interview  with  Catherine  Marshall, 


the  Temperance  Essay-Speech  Con¬ 
test  which  was  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  on 
Saturday,  April  7.  The  subject  for 
the  essay  this  year  was  “The  Truth 
About  Beer.” 

Shown  first  is  Virginia  Bobbitt, 
first  place  winner  who  will  receive 
$100  and  a  trip  to  the  Youth  School 
of  Alcohol  Studies  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  with 
expenses  paid  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  Temperance.  Miss  Bobbitt 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Coushatta,  Shreveport 
District.  This  is  the  third  time 
Coushatta  s  representative  has  won 
first  prize. 

Second  is  Martha  Riser  of  First 
Church,  Monroe,  Monroe  District, 
winner  of  the  second  prize  of  $50. 

Third  is  Nellie  Haynes  of  Shonga- 
loo  Church,  Ruston  District,  winner 
of  third  prize  of  $25. 

Fourth  is  Lauralie  Normand  of 
Trinity  Church,  Alexandria,  Alex¬ 
andria  District,  winner  of  honorable 
mention,  $10. 

In  order  as  follows  each  one  re¬ 
ceived  consolation  prizes  of  $10- 
Brenda  Bufford,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Clista  Hayes  from  Branch 
Church,  Branch  of  the  Lafayette 
District;  Betty  Anne  Leland  of 
Napoleon  Avenue  Church,  New 
Orleans,  New  Orleans  District,  and 
Barbara  Luttrell  of  First  Church 
DeRidder  in  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict. 


CONFERENCE  HAS 
ADEQUATE  NEWS 
COVERAGE 

(Continued  From  Page  1) 

May  6:  NBC’s  “Faith  in  Action” 
program  will  feature  Bishop  J 
Waskom  Pickett  of  India  at  8:15  a 
m.,  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
May  6:  CBS-TV’s  “Lamp  Unto 
My  Feet  program  will  have  as  a 
discussion  guest  Dr.  Karl  P.  Meister, 
Chicago,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes.  The  show  is  scheduled  for 
10  a.m.,  Eastern  Daylight  Time,  and 
later  on  some  stations. 


widow  of  Peter  Marshall,  the  late 
chaplain  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 

“After  we  protested,  Mrs.  Marshall 
said  she  had  no  idea  she  was  ad¬ 
vertising  for  a  beer  company.” 
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Michelangelo  Was  Inspired  By  The  Bible 

By  Anna  King  Davis* 


In  the  month  of  March,  1475,  in 
a  little  Italian  town,  a  boy  was 
born  who  was  to  become  one  of  the 
greatest  artists  of  all  time.  Even 
as  a  small  boy  he  liked  drawing 
and  painting.  When  he  was  13 
Michelangelo  was  apprenticed  to  a 
painter.  He  worked  hard.  His  work 
was  so  promising  that  a  great  Italian 
nobleman,  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  took 
him  into  his  new  art  school  and 
even  into  his  own  home.  There  in 
the  beautiful  Medici  gardens  among 
the  Greek  and  Homan  statu  e  s, 
Michelangelo  become  interested  in 
sculpturing. 

The  Bible  gave  Michelangelo  in¬ 
spiration  for  many  of  his  master¬ 
pieces  in  painting  -and  sculpturing. 
When  still  quite  young,  he  was 
commissioned  to  carve  a  marble 
group  of  the  Virgin  Mary  holding 
the  dead  Christ  on  her  knees.  It  was 
“of  so  great  and  rare  a  beauty,  that 
no  one  beholds  it  but  is  moved  to 
pity.”  This  one  early  masterpiece 
established  him  as  the  greatest 
sculptor  of  his  time. 

At  the  age  of  26  Michelangelo 
started  work  on  a  giant  statue  of 
David  of  the  Bible.  For  two  years 
he  worked  on  it,  in  a  wooden  shed 
built  around  the  statue.  When  fin¬ 
ished  it  was  18  feet  tall  and  so 
heavy  it  took  40  men  to  roll  it  from 
the  workshop  to  the  great  central 
square  in  Florence.  The  statue 
shows  David,  sling  bag  over  his 
shoulder,  as  the  young  giant  killer, 
full  of  life  and  energy,  scowling 
fiercely  at  his  enemy.  (The  people 
of  Florence  loved  this  statue.  When 
it  became  necessary  for  its  safe 
keeping,  to  remove  it  from  the 
public  square  to  the  Academy,  a 
bronze  cast  of  the  figure  had  to  be 
made  to  replace  the  original  in  the 
square  so  that  the  people  might  al¬ 
ways  have  their  David  in  sight.) 

Another  great  statue  of  a  Bible 
character  was  that  of  Moses.  The 
statue  shows  Moses  as  the  Law¬ 
giver,  the  tablets  under  one  arm, 
watching  the  people  of  Israel  dance 
around  the  Golden  Calf.  Disap¬ 
pointment  and  anger  are  chiseled 
on  Moses’  face. 

In  the  four  years  between  1508 
and  1512  Michelangelo  painted  the 
story  of  Genesis  from  the  Crea- 

*  Mrs.  Davis  who  lives  in  North  Little 

Rock,  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 

Children’s  Page. 


BLUE  PIGEONS 

Blue  pigeons,  walking  in  the  street 
Are  such  amusing  awkward 
things; 

They  jerk  along  on  coral  feet 

Like  wooden  toys  moved  by 
strings. 

But  when  they  leave  the  sunny 
street 

And  sail  away  on  azure  wings, 

They  cut  the  air  with  sure,  firm  beat 
And  are  such  lovely,  graceful 
things. 

— Helen  Moore  Scroeder, 
in  Exchange 


tion  to  the  Flood,  in  the  Sistine 
Chapel  of  the  Vatican.  There  are 
9  main  scenes  and  343  figures,  prob¬ 
ably  the  most  stupendous  work  of 
art  ever  undertaken  and  accomp¬ 
lished  by  one  man.  Most  of  the 
painting  had  to  be  done  while  he 
was  flat  on  his  back  on  a  scaffold 
60  feet  above  the  floor  of  the  chapel. 
Only  Michelangelo  with  his  “in¬ 
domitable  will  and  super-human 
energy”  could  have  accomplished 
this.  Such  accomplishments  earned 
him  the  title  Michelangelo  the 
Furious. 

Toward  the  end  of  his  life  (he 
lived  to  be  89)  he  turned  to  arch¬ 
itecture  and  was  appointed  to  re¬ 
build  St.  Peters.  He  lived  only  long 
enough  to  complete  the  handsome 
gilded  dome.  He  would  accept  no 
pay  for  this  work  saying  he  was 
doing  it  “for  the  glory  of  God.” 


DIAMONDS 

A  million  little  diamonds 
Sparkled  on  the  trees; 

And  all  the  little  maidens  cried, 
“A  jewel  if  you  please!” 

But  while  they  held  their  hands 
outstretched 

To  catch  the  diamonds  gay, 

A  million  little  sumb earns  came 
And  stole  them  all  away. 

— In  Ex. 


SUNSHINE  AND 
MUSIC 

A  laugh  is  just  like  sunshine; 

It  freshens  all  the  day. 

It  tips  the  peak  of  life  with  light 
And  drives  the  clouds  away. 

The  soul  grows  glad  that  hears  it, 
And  feels  its  courage  strong; 

A  laugh  is  just  like  sunshine 
For  cheering  folks  along. 

A  laugh  is  like  music; 

It  lingers  in  the  heart. 

And  where  its  melody  is  heard, 

The  ills  of  life  depart; 

And  happy  thoughts  corrte  crowding 
Its  joyful  notes  to  greet; 

A  laugh  is  just  like  music. 

For  making  living  sweet. 

— Selected 


SUDDEN  SPRING 

I  went  out  dressed  for  wintertime, 
And  Spring  ran  up  to  me 
And  held  a  bunch  of  violets 
For  me  to  smell  and  see. 

She  called  a  Carolina  wren 
Who  came  obligingly. 

And  swinging  on  a  willow  bough 
Sang  to  his  love  and  me. 

The  Sunshine  overflowed  the  skies 
And  lay  caressingly 
Upon  my  cheek  as  I  walked  on 
With  Spring  for  company. 

— Sophie  Rowe, 
in  The  North  Carolina  Christian 
Advocate 


A  PRAYER 

For  the  church  where  we  go  with 
families  and  friends  to  learn 
about  Jesxis. 

For  the  minister  who  prays  and 
teachers  who  teach. 

We  thank  Thee,  God. 

For  food,  clothes  and  homes, 

For  seasons  of  the  world, 

We  thank  Thee,  God. 

For  schools  where  we  learn  to  read 
For  the  flowers,  water,  and  grass 
so  green. 

We  thank  Thee,  God. 

The  above  prayer  was  written  at 
Easter  by  the  First  Year  Primary 
Class  of  the  Elysian  Fields  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  New  Orleans. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Tillie:  “There  are  two  sides  to 
every  question,  I  want  you  to 
know.” 

Willie:  “Yes,  and  there  are  two 
sides  to  a  sheet  of  fly  paper,  but  it 
makes  a  lot  of  difference  which  he 
chooses.” 


An  old  Negro  walked  into  the 
local  employment  office  to  pro¬ 
cure  employment  papers.  He  signed 
his  name  laboriously:  “George 
Washington.” 

“Well,”  said  the  clerk  with  a 
smile,  “are  you  the  George  Wash¬ 
ington  who  cut  down  the  cherry 
tree?” 

“No  suh,”  answered  the  other 
quickly,  “I  ain’t  done  no  work  for 
nigh  on  to  a  year.” 


The  Immigrant  had  answered 
satisfactorily  all  questions  in  his 
examination  to  become  a  natura¬ 
lized  citizen.  Then  came  the  ques¬ 
tion:  “Could  you  be  President  of 
the  United  States?” 

“No,”  came  the  answer. 

“And  why  not?” 

“You  excuse  me,  pleez,”  the  ap¬ 
plicant  replied  apologetically,  “but 
right  now  I  varra  beezy  selling  da 
peanuts.” 


A  salesman  called  a  prospective 
customer  the  other  day  and  the 
phone  was  answered  by  what  was 
obviously  a  small  boy.  “Is  your 
mother  or  father  home?”  The  sales¬ 
man  asked.  The  child  said  no.  “Well, 
is  there  anyone  else  there  I  can 
speak  to?” 

“My  sister,”  the  youngster  piped. 
There  was  a  long  period  of  silence, 
then  the  salesman  heat'd  the  boy’s 
voice  again.  “I  can’t  lift  her  out  of 
the  playpen,”  said  the  child. 


Little  Timmie  got  very  tired  of 
the  long  sermon  in  church  one  Sun¬ 
day.  After  much  squirming  around 
he  finally  said  in  a  loud  whisper 
“If  we  give  him  the  money  now,  Ma, 
will  he  let  us  out?” — Voice  of  Youth 
published  by  Slovene  Nat’l  Benefi 
Society 


SPRINGTIME  JOBS 


Such  a  happy,  happy  family, 
They’re  as  busy  as  can  be 
Cleaning,  painting,  all  together, 

Such  a  pleasant  sight  to  see. 

Springtime  with  its  many  beauties 
Brings  a  smile  to  each  one’s  face, 
Raking,  scraping,  planting  gardens 
Make  the  home  a  happier  place. 

— A.E.W. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  -  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

A  R  K  A  N  S  A  S- LO  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  ARIA 


National  Worrieft  Leaders  Here  For  Meeting 


Among  the  participants  in  Metho¬ 
dist  meetings  during  the  spring  and 
summer  will  be  two  presidents*  of 
national  Woman’s  Societies  of 
Christian  Service,  Miss  Florence  C. 
Y.  Chen  of  Taiwan  (Formosa)  and 
Mrs.  Lee  Kong  Beng  of  Malaya. 

During  their  six-months’  stay  in 
the  United  States,  Miss  Chen  and 
Mrs.  Lee  will  attend  the  Board  of 
Missions’  interfield  consultation  at 
Epworth-by-the-Sea,  S  t .  Simon’s 
Island,  Georgia,  in  April,  and  will 
be  delegates  to  the  assembly  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
WOmert  in  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  in  August.  As  observers, 
they  will  attend  General  Con¬ 
ference  also, 

MisS  Chen  has  been  a  member  of 
the  National  Assembly  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  China  since  1947.  She  left 
China  for  Taiwan  in  April,  1949,  at 
thO  time  the  communists  were  over¬ 
throwing  the  government  on  the 
mainland, 

Miss  Chen  says  that  she  is 
“Methodist  through  and  through.” 
She  was  the  first  member  of  her 
family  to  be  baptized  and  attended 
McTyeire  School  in  Shanghai,  later 
teaching  for  four  years  in  the 
primary  department  of  that  school. 
A  graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke,  she  is 
looking  forward  to  attending  the 
1956  commencement  exercises  of 
her  alma  mater. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  Taiwan,  of  which 
Miss  Chen  is  president,  is  the  most 
recently  organized  National  W  o- 
man’s  Society,  being  less  than  a 
year  old. 

Mrs.  Lee  Kong  Beng,  president 
of  the  Malaya  Woman’s  Society,  is 
supervisor  of  English  in  the  Con- 
fucian  Middle  School,  a  b  o  y  s’ 
school  of  4,000  students,  in  Kuala 
Lumpur,  capital  of  the  Federation 
of  Malaya.  Her  husband  is  a  senior 
interpreter  in  the  supreme  court  of 
Kuala  Lumpur. 

Mrs.  Lee  describes  herself  a  s 
being  “born,  bred  and  everything 
Methodist”  although  she  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  an  Anglican  boarding 


MISS  FLORENCE  CHEN 


MRS.  LEE  KONG  BENG 
school. 

She  is  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  a  daughter  who  is  taking  the 
premedical  course  at  the  Univers¬ 
ity  of  Malaya,  and  a  son  who  hopes 
to  enter  the  university  in  October. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  joint  meeting  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Cabot  Methodist  Church, 
was  held  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Chas. 
Ros,  Tuesday  night,  April  10,  with 
Mrs.  Marvin  Park,  president,  pre¬ 
siding. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with 
comments  on  “Women  the  Back¬ 
bone  of  the  Church”  by  Mrs.  Park 
followed  by  the  song  “A  Charge  to 
Keep”  sung  in  unison  and  (he 
group  repeating  the  “Lord’s  Pray¬ 
er.” 

Mrs.  Mattie  Toler,  secretary  of 
supplies,  announced  that  this  quar¬ 
ry  cash  asking  would  be  sent  to 
Alberquerque,  New  Mexico. 

The  mission  study,  “The  Indian 
American”  will  be  taken  in  May, 
mrected  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Park  and 
Mrs.  John  S.  Workman.  During  the 
Presentation  of  the  Treasure  a  world 
map  was  shown  upon  which  she 
raced  a  yarn  itinerary  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  centers  to  which  “Self  De- 
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nial”  dollars  would  be  sent. 

In  behalf  of  the  Society,  Mrs.  J. 
I.  Owen,  vice  president,  presented 
Life  Memberships  to  Mrs.  O.  H. 
Davis  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Johnson. 

The  following  officers  and  secre¬ 
taries  were  elected  to  serve  one 
year:  Officers:  Mrs.  Marvin  Park,x 
pres.;  Mrs.  Conway  T.  Carrigan,  vice 
president;  Mrs.  R.  J.  Vise,  record¬ 
ing  secretary;  Mrs.  S.  L.  Rea,  pro¬ 
motion  secretary;  Mrs.  Earl  Cherry, 
treasurer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Johnson  en¬ 
tertained  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Lockesburg  April  16  at  their  coun¬ 
try  home  near  Cove  for  a  covered 
dish  luncheon  at  noon.  After  lunch 
Mrs.  Hampson  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Frank  Wallis  and  Mrs.  Custer  Steele 
presented  the  program,  “Christian 
Discipleship  Today.”  The  remain¬ 
der  of  the  day  was  spent  visiting 
and  singing  hymns. 

Mr.  Johnson  sang  several  special 
numbers  accompanied  by  Mrs.  A. 
B.  Gilliam  at  the  old  organ.  The 
twenty  members  who  attended  will 


Shreveport  District  Meeting  at  Broadmoor 


The  Shreveport  District  annual 
meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  was  held  in  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Shreveport,  on  April 
13.  Coffee  was  served  during  reg¬ 
istration  period. 

The  theme  of  the  program  was: 
“To  Know  Him  and  Make  Him 
Known.”  Mrs.  M.  G.  Bryant,  Vivian, 
district  president,  presided  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  program.  Mrs.  Larry  A. 
Hinton,  Mrs.  Paul  Hogens  and  Mrs.*' 
John  J.  Rasmussen  gave  special 
music  in  song  and  organ, 
host,  gave  the  invocation,  Mrs.  J. 
L.  Saxon  Spiritual  Life  Secretary, 
read  the  scripture.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Pat¬ 
terson,  Jr.,  local  president,  wel¬ 
comed  the  group  in  a  gracious  way. 

The  treasurer’s  report  was  given 
by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Eubank  after  which 
Mrs.  Jack  Toombs,  district  vice- 
president,  presented  Mrs.  L.  D.  Sal¬ 
ter,  retiring  Status  of  Women,  who 
in  turn  presented  an  Adult  Life 
Membership  to  Mrs.  L.  W.  Ferguson 
of  Cross  Roads,  in  whose  home  the 
society  was  “born”'dn  a  visit  and 
prayer  period.  Mrs.  Toombs  then 
presented  the  retiring  district  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Bryant,  with  an  Honor¬ 
ary  Life  Membership,  both  from 
the  women  of  the  district. 

The  promotion  report  was  given 
by  Mrs.  W.  C.  McDonald  with  the 
Goal  Chart  emphasizing  “Fruits  of 
Discipleship”  turning  the  chart  to 
a  map  of  the  District,  100%  organ¬ 
ized,  with  East  Point  Society  100% 
organized  in  membership.  Statis¬ 
tics  showed  47  societies,  20  guilds 
(2  new)  11  district  member  groups 
of  25  members,  a  total  of  3185 
adult  members.  A  net  gain  of  109, 
318  new  with  a  quota  of  469  on 
“1  in  7”  goal  -  151  to  go  before  May 
31  to  complete.  A  challenge  was 
given  to  reach  every  woman  pos¬ 
sible  with  this  great  work. 

During  the  morning  session  a 
period  of  silent  proyer  was  held 
for  Mrs.  L.  B.  Kilpatrick  and 
daughters  in  memory  of  Mr.  Kil¬ 
patrick. 

During  the  business  session,  re¬ 
port  of  registration  showed  192  reg¬ 
istered  with  33  societies  represen¬ 


ted. 

Invitations  were  accepted  for  the 
Educational  Seminar  to  be  held  at 
Morningside  and  the  district  meet¬ 
ing  at  Noel. 

Officers  elected  to  fill  vacancies 
were:  President,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Patter- 
s  o  n,  Jr.,  Broadmoor;  Status  o  f 
Women,  Mrs.  Charles  Day,  Ellerbe 
Road;  re-elected:  Treasurer,  Mrs.  J. 
T.  Eubank,  Noel,  Student,  Mrs.  W. 
P.  Givens,  Broadmoor;  Youth,  Mrs. 
Glenn  Phares,  Many;  Children’s, 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  Williams,  Mangum. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Block,  Caddo  Heights 
who  was  filling  an  unexpired  term 
as  secretary  of  Missionary  Person¬ 
nel,  was  elected  for  a  two  year 
term. 

Zone  leaders  were  appointed  for 
a  two  year  term:  I-Mrs.  Rupert 
Coles,  Mooringsport;  II-Mrs.  B.  W. 
Goss,  Mansfield;  III-Mrs.  C.  E. 
McGowan,  Cedar  Grove. 

Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell  extended  cour¬ 
tesies  to  distinguished  guests.  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Gilmer,  Stonewall,  was  cited 
by  the  president  for  her  continu¬ 
ing  attendance  at  all  meetings. 

Mrs.  Tidwell  presented  the  guest 
speaker,  Miss  Nina  Stallings,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China  and  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  who  inspired,  charmed  and 
challenged  the  women  with  her 
vital,  warm  message. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  District  super¬ 
intendent,  brought  the  noon  medi¬ 
tation. 

The  luncheon  was  served  by  the 
Broadmoor  women  in  the  dining 
room.  A  book  on  Louisiana  was 
presented  Miss  Stallings  at  the 
table  as  a  love  gift. 

The  group  reassembled  in  the 
sanctuary  for  the  Memorial  Candle¬ 
lighting  ceremony  led  by  Mrs.  D. 
M.  Campbell,  fo  r  m  e  r  conference 
secretary  of  promotion,  assisted  by 
ten  Candlelighters  who  paid  tribute 
to  deceased  members  from  ten  so¬ 
cieties. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Stewart,  retiring  con¬ 
ference  recording  secretary,  led  the 
service  of  Installation  with  the  dis¬ 
trict  officers  standing  at  the 
chancel.  The  meeting  closed  with 
the  singing  “A  Charge  to  Keep  I 
Have.”  and  the  benediction. 


long  remember  this  day. 


The  evening  circle  of  the  Jones- 
ville  Woman’s  Society  was  enter¬ 
tained  April  2  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Conrad  Pierce,  with  the  program 
being  given  by  Mrs.  Halbert  Scott, 
Mrs.  Richard  Daggett,  Mrs.  James 
Kelly  and  Mrs.  J.  .C.  Oxley. 

Mrs.  Scott  presided  over  the 
business  session  in  the  absence  of 
the  chairman,  with  members  en¬ 
thusiastic  over  plans  for  building 
a  new  sanctuary.  Mrs.  Pierce  served 
refreshments  to  the  seven  mem¬ 
bers  and  one  guest  present. 


LETTER  FROM  AFRICA 

“Send  us  trained  leaders!”  This 
seems  to  be  the  cry  of  the  Congo¬ 
lese  these  days.  They  are  realizing 
how  necessary  it  is  to  be  trained 
to  make  a  living  and  to  take  their 
place  along  with  other  people.  I  am 
happy  that  the  Congo  is  one  of  the 
“lands  of  decision”  to  be  lifted  up 
by  the  Board  of  Missions  during 


this  quadrennium. 

About  two  weeks  ago  Mrs.  Davis, 
the  district  woman’s  worker,  and  I 
went  into  some  new  villages  to  help 
with  women  and  children’s  work. 
To  get  to  the  village  where  we  have 
work  we  passed  through  large  vil¬ 
lages  where  there  was  no  preacher, 
teacher,  or  Christian  leader  of  any 
kind  to  help  the  people.  We  stop¬ 
ped  in  several  of  these  to  talk  with 
the  people  and  everywhere  they 
begged  for  a  Christian  leader.  They 
did  not  seem  to  understand  why  they 
had  been  left  out  when  leaders  were 
sent  out.  We  told  them  we  would 
be  glad  to  educate  their  boys  and 
girls  and  let  them  return  to  help 
their  people. 

I  expect  to  leave  here  within  a 
month  or  two  for  a  furlough  in  the 
States  and  hope  to  see  many  of 
you  and  thank  you  personally  for 
all  that  you  are  doing  to  help  the 
African  people. 

Yours  in  His  Work. 

Edith  Martin 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


SEMINAR  FOR 
LABORATORY 
INSTRUCTORS  AT 
MT.  SEQUOYAH 

Five  seminars  for  prospective 
laboratory  instructors  and  adminis¬ 
trators  will  be  held  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  next  summer,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  M.  Earl  Cun¬ 
ningham,  director  of  the  division’s 
Department  of  Leadership  Educa¬ 
tion. 

First  in  the  series  will  be  held  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction,  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Salem,  Oregon, 
June  24-29.  Persons  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  are  instructors  in  laboratory 
schools  for  the  children’s  division 
and  in  those  for  intermediates  and 
seniors. 

Following  closely  will  be  two 
North  Central  seminars  to  be  held 
at  Albion,  College,  Albion,  Michi¬ 
gan,  July  8-13,  and  at  MacMurray 
College,  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  July 
15-20.  The  first  group  will-  consist 
of  instructors  and  administrators  in 
the  intermediate  and  senior  high 
age  groups  and  the  second  will  be 
for  laboratory  teachers  in  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  division. 

The  South  Central  seminar  will 
be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas,  July  16-27,  for  in¬ 
structors  of  those  working  in  the 
nursery  through  the  intermediate 
age  groups. 

The  Southeastern  seminar  will  be 
held  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  July  39-August  10,  and  will 
run  concurrently  with  the  Leader¬ 
ship  School  that  is  held  annually  at 
Lake  Junaluska. 

The  seminars  have  grown  out  of 
increased  demands  for  certified  lab¬ 
oratory  instructors,  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham  said.  During  the  past  quadren- 
nium  267  persons  were  enrolled  in 
them.  The  number  of  laboratory 
schools  themselves  has  increased 
from  11  in  1946  to  130  in  1955. 

Seminal's  for  prospective  labora¬ 
tory  instructors  and  administrators 
is  one  of  the  responsibilities  of  Miss 
Aileen  Sanborn  of  the  Leadership 
Education  Department  staff.  She 
co-operates  with  the\  conference 
executive  secretaries  in  providing 
training  opportunities  for  them.  For 
further  information  write  to  your 
conference  executive  secretary. 


THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
IS  DIVIDED  INTO 
FOUR  PARTS 

Unlike  ancient  Gaul,  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church  school  is  divided  into 
four  parts. 

This  is  true  of  the  large  school, 
the  small  school  and  the  in-between 
school. 

The  four  parts  are: 

1.  The  Sunday  School  with  its 
classes  for  children,  youth  and 
adults. 

2.  The  Methodist  Sunday  Evening 
Fellowship,  at  which  worship,  fel¬ 
lowship  and  instruction  is  carried 
on  for  family  groups  and  the  three 
age-group  divisions. 

3  Week-day  and  other  activities. 
These  activities  are  of  many  kinds 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


NATIONAL  FAMILY  WEEK 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  CLINIC  AT 
MONETTE 

A  Vacation  Church  School  Clinic 
for  the  Jonesboro  District  was  held 
in  the  Monette  Methodist  Church 
on  March  10  from  10:00  a.m.  until 
3:00  p.m. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a 
devotional  message  given  by  Rev. 
E.  J.  Holifield,  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Jonesboro  District. 

The  instructors  for  the  four 
courses  were  introduced  by  Mrs. 
Virginia  Lindley,  District  Director 
of  Children’s  Work.  They  were:  Mrs. 
Calvert  and  Mrs.  Ada  Hastings, 
Nursery;  Mrs.  Lindley,  Kindergar¬ 
ten;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Owen,  Primary,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Nutt,  Junior. 

The  noon  luncheon  was  served  by 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Monette  Methodist 
Church. 

There  was  a  total  enrollment  in 
the  clinic  of  109. 

Rev.  Ben  Jordan  is  pastor  of  the 
host  church.  —  Mrs.  Virginia  Lind¬ 
ley,  District  Director  of  Children’s 
Work. 


REGIONAL  LEADERSHIP 
SCHOOLS 

Four  of  the  eight  regional  leader¬ 
ship  schools  sponsored  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Leadership  Education, 
General  Board  of  Education,  will  be 
held  in  the  Central  Jurisdiction,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  M.  Earl  Cun¬ 
ningham,  director  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  The  schools  are: 

Baltimore  Area  —  Bennett  Col¬ 
lege,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
June  28- July  5;  New  Orleans  Area 
—Gulf  side  Assembly,  Waveland, 
Mississippi,  July  6-13;  St.  Louis 
Area  —  Philander  Smith  College, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  July  26- Aug¬ 
ust  2;  Atlantic  Coast  Area  —  Be- 
thune-Cookman  College,  Daytona 
Beach,  Florida,  July  16-27. 

Cooperating  in  setting  up  the 
schools  for  the  Central  Jurisdiction 
are  Bishops  Edgar  A.  Love,  Willis 
J.  King,  Matthew  W.  Clair,  and  J. 
W.  E.  Bowen. 

The  annual  leadership  school  for 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  will 
be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas,  July  16-27.  This 
school  will  have  several  sections,  in¬ 
cluding  a  laboratory  school,  an  in¬ 
stitute  of  music  and  a  workshop  for 
directors  of  Christian  education. 

Two  enterprises  have  been  sched¬ 
uled  for  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  The  first,  July  30-August  10, 
will  be  the  leadership  school  to  be 
held  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  This  school  will  include  a  lab¬ 
oratory  section,  an  institute  of  mu¬ 
sic,  and  a  workshop  for  directors  of 
Christian  education.  The  second, 
August  10-12,  will  be  the  workshop 
for  conference  and  district  directors, 
to  be  held  at  Lake  Junaluska,  also. 

Scheduled  for  the  Northeastern 
Jurisidiction  is  a  field  workers 
school  at  Lycoming  College,  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Pennsylvania,  August  13- 
18.  This  enterprise  will  include  an 
institute  of  music,  a  workshop  for 
directors  of  Christian  education,  and 
a  seminar  in  counseling  for  church 
vocations. 

“Jurisdictional  and  area  leader¬ 
ship  education  enterprises  are  plan- 


At  this  time,  because  of  the  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  young  families, 
there  is  great  need  for  additional 
promotion  of  the  various  ways  in 
which  the  church  and  the  family 
can  work  together  for  the  Christian 
nurture  of  children.  One  of  the  best 
ways  to  reach  those  families  that 
need  the  help  of  the  church  is 
through  the  observance  of  National 
Family  Week  in  local  churches. 

National  Family  Week  is  observed 
by  most  Protestant  denominations 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  con¬ 
cern  for  wholesome  family  life  and 
to  provide  opportunities  for  fellow¬ 
ship  within  the  family.  This  year 
year  the  period  chosen  for  the  ob¬ 
servance  is  May  6-13.  The  theme 
for  the  week  is  “God  in  the  Home: 
Peace  in  the  World.”  A  special  leaf¬ 
let,  the  title  of  which  is  the  theme 
itself,  has  been  written  by  Mrs. 
James  D.  Wyker,  past  president  of 
the  United  Council  of  Church  wo¬ 
men.  | 

The  Department  of  the  Christian 
Family  of  the  Board  of  Education 
suggests  the  following  calendar  for 
National  Family  Week: 

Sunday,  May  6.  This  is  Children’s 
Day  in  The  Methodist  Church.  A 
special  program  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Department  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  of  Children.  Some  churches 
will  use  the  program  in  a  combined 
session  of  the  three  divisions  of  the 
church  school  while  others  will  use 
it  on  the  regular  Sunday  morning 
preaching  service  to  interpret  the 
work-of  the  children’s  division  to 
the  members  of  the  church. 

Tuesday  or  Thursday  Night.  Since 
National  Family  Week  is  observed 
by  most  of  the  Protestant  churches, 
plan  an  interdenominational  em¬ 
phasis  upon  the  family.  Bring  in  a 
prominent  outside  speaker  or  have 
a  play  on  family  life. 

Wednesday,  Church  Family  Night. 
This  will  afford  an  opportunity  to 
worship,  study,  and  play  together 
as  a  family  group.  For  resources, 
see  Sourcebook,  a  magazine  for  the 
Methodist  Sunday  Evening  Fellow¬ 
ship.  (Order  from  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House  that  serves  you. 
Price,  45  cents  a  copy.) 

Friday,  Family-at-Home  Night. 
It  is  suggested  that  family  activities 
for  this  night  be  planned  so  that 
all  ages  can  participate,  including 
a  special  time  of  worship. 

Saturday  Night.  A  good  time  to 
prepare  for  Sunday  and  go  over  the 
children’s  Sunday  schools  lessons 
with  them. 

Sunday,  May  13.  This  is  Mother’s 


ned  to  provide  both  refresher  cour¬ 
ses  and  advanced  training  for  per¬ 
sons  who  are  to  serve  in  such  posi¬ 
tions  as  conference  and  district  di¬ 
rectors,  certified  instructors,  and 
deans,”  Mr.  Cunningham  said.  He 
also  stated  that  each  year  during 
the  past  quadrennium  the  depart¬ 
ment  has  assisted  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  and  Jur¬ 
isdictional  leaders  in  setting  up  a 
school  of  missions  in  each  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  These  schools  are  making  a 
significant  contribution  to  training 
leaders  in  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 


Day  and  may  be  observed  as  family 
day  in  the  church.  In  the  day’s  pro¬ 
gram  an  opportunity  should  be  af¬ 
forded  to  exalt  the  place  of  mother 
in  the  family.  Also,  this  would  be 
a  good  time  to  distribute  the  leaf¬ 
let,  God  in  the  Home:  Peace  in  the 
World.  This  Sunday  is  a  good  time, 
too,  to  distribute  family  worship 
materials  and  urge  the  beginning 
of  worship  in  the  home. 

The  following  materials  for  pro¬ 
moting  National  Family  Week  are 
available: 

Plans  for  National  Family  Week. 

This  leaflet  has  been  sent  to  pastors 
throughout  The  Methodist  Church. 
Those  pastors  that  have  not  received 
a  copy  may  order  it  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Christian  Family,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

This  Is  Our  Church.  A  Children’s 
Day  program  produced  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Children,  Board  of  Education.  Price, 
15  cents  each,  two  for  25  cents.  Or¬ 
der  from  The  Methodist  Publishing 
House  that  serves  you. 

God  in  the  Home:  Peace  in  ihe 
World  (3068-C),v  Prepared  especially 
for  widespread  distribution  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  theme  of  National 
Family  Week.  Price,  20  cents  for 
12;  $1.00  per  100. 

Posier  for  National  Family  Week. 

For  widespread  interdenomination¬ 
al  use  throughout  the  community. 
Price,  10  cents  each,  3  for  25  cents. 

Family  Fun  Kit  (3065-C)  A  series 
of  eight  leaflets  emphasizing  rec¬ 
reation  in  the  family.  Fifteen  cents 
a  kit;  12  kits  for  $3.00;  100  for  $12.00. 

In  connection  with  National  Fam¬ 
ily  Week  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  making  a  special  offer  of 
six  month’s  subscription  to  The 
Christian  Home  for  one  dollar.  Or¬ 
der  from  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  that  serves  you. 

The  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
1525  McGavock  Street,  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  has  prepared  for  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Local  Church  a  series 
of  five  programs  using  short  film 
clips,  to  present  family  problems. 
Local  panels  discuss  the  problems 
presented  in  the  films.  Price,  $35-00 , 
includes  the  five  short  films,  guides 
for  discussion  and  follow-up  leaf¬ 
lets  for  each  program  to  be  sent  to 
those  requesting  them. 

The  Upper  Room  Parish  will  make 
available  this  year  a  series  of  dra¬ 
matic  radio  programs  for  use  during 
National  Family  Week.  These  pro- 
-  grams  emphasize  the  importance  of 
religion  in  the  home.  Radio  stations 
may  secure  these  by  writing  to  the 
Upper  Room  Parish,  1908  Grand 
Avenue,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

All  materials  mentioned  above 
may  be  had  from  the  Departmen 
of  the  Christian  Family,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee,  unless 
otherwise  stated. 


The  Greek  word  for  leisure  is  the 
origin  of  our  word  for  school.  The 
Greeks  thought  of  leisure  as  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  moral  and  intellec  ua 
development  and  participation  in  i 

life  of  the  community.— Robert  l  • 

Hutchins,  educator 
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Methodists  Plan  Seminary ,  Foreign  Service 
School  In  Washington 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Plans 
for  construction  of  a  $2,500,000 
Methodist  theological  seminary  and 
a  $1,000,000  School  of  International 
Service  a  t  American  University 
here  were  unveiled  by  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxman  of  Washington. 

He  said  construction  of  the  sem¬ 
inary  buildings,  to  be  of  unusual 
modern  functional  design,  will  be¬ 
gin  this  summer. 

Erection  of  the  foreign  service 
school  will  get  under  way  next 
year. 

The  bishop  disclosed  the  plans  as 
Dr.  Norman  L.  Trott  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  president  of  Westminister 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  seminary,  located  on  the 
campus  of  Western  Maryland  Col¬ 
lege,  Westminister,  Md.,  will  move 
to  American  University  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1958.  It  will  be  absorbed  in 
the  new  theological  school. 

Bishop  Oxnam  said  that  the 
School  of  International  Service  is 
designed  to  insure  that  “Protest¬ 
ants  train  their  share  of  the  future 
foreign  service  officers  and  dip¬ 
lomatic  representatives  who  will 
speak  for  our  nation  at  internation¬ 
al  conferences.” 

He  said  that  at  present  40  per 


New  York  (RNS)  —  Three  daily 
newspapers,  a  weekly  news  maga¬ 
zine  and  a  popular  monthly  were 
honored  for  their  reporting  of  re¬ 
ligious  activities  by  the  National 
Religious  Publicity  Council  at  its 
27th  annual  meeting  here. 

As  the  highlight  of  its  two-day 
session,  the  council  presented  its 
eighth  annual  “Awards  of  Merit” 
to  the  Nashville  Tennessean,  the 
Oakland  (Calif.)  Tribune,  LIFE 
Seattle  Post-Intelligencer,  the 
and  the  Woman’s  Home  Compan¬ 
ion. 

The  awards  were  in  recognition 
of  “outstanding  service  rendered  to 


THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
IS  DIVIDED  INTO 
FOUR  PARTS 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

— vacation  schools,  week-day  re¬ 
ligious  education,  camps,  study 
classes,  parents’  groups,  training 
groups,  special  activities,  older  adult 
groups,  additional  sessions. 

4.  Home  Members  Program.  Home 
members  include  the  nursery  home 
roll,  handicapped  children,  detached 
youth,  old  folks,  and  the  sick. 

The  church  school  concept  has 
been  official  in  Methodism  since 
the  Uniting  Conference  in  1939,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
the  Local  Church,  General  Board  of 
Education. 

At  the  time  of  unification  The 
Methodist  Church  was  confronted 
with  choosing  between  the  old  pat¬ 
tern  of  the  Sunday  school  and  a  new 
concept  big  enough  to  contain  what¬ 
ever  the  foreseeable  future  might 
develop  in  the  way  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cational  activities  in  the  local 
church,  Dr.  Adkins  said.  The  de¬ 
cision  for  the  latter  has  proved  to 
be  a  wise  choice  because  since  uni¬ 
fication  many  new  fields  of  work 
in  Christian  education  have  opened 
up. 


cent  of  those  who  enter  careers  in 
American  diplomacy  are  trained 
at  the  Georgetown  University 
School  of  Foreign  Service  here. 

“I  do  not  deplore  in  the  slightest 
the  contribution  which  this  excel¬ 
lent  school  operated  by  the  Jesuit 
Order  is  making,”  the  bishop  ad¬ 
ded,  “but  I  do  not  think  we  Protes¬ 
tants  are  doing  our  part  to  offer 
our  youth  comparable  training  fa¬ 
cilities.” 

Delivering  the  charge  to  JDr. 
Trott  at  the  inauguration  ceremon¬ 
ies,  Bishop  Donald  Harvey  Tippet 
of  San  Francisco  urged  him  and 
the  seminary  faculty  “to  develop 
a  friendly  and  cooperative  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  new  School  of  Inter¬ 
national  Service.” 

Bishop  Tippet  said  he  visualized 
the  expanded  American  University, 
which  also  will  include  a  new  $6,- 
000,000  hospital  and  school  of  nurs¬ 
ing,  as  “a  great  religious  center  in 
the  nation’s  capital.” 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  Plans 
were  announced  here  to  raise  $500,- 
000  for  the  construction  of  a  non- 
denominational  church  in  Dallas, 


organized  religion  through  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  impartial  journalism,  and  as 
a  testimonial  to  continued  efforts, 
in  behalf  of  all  faiths,  to  advance 
the  spiritual  life  of  our  nation.” 

The  Woman’s  Home  Companion 
is  the  first  monthly  magazine  to 
receive  the  award,  given  for  its 
continuous  religious  series  on  “Our 
American  Faiths.”  LIFE  was  honor¬ 
ed  for  its  week-to-week  picture 
coverage  of  religion  and  particular¬ 
ly  its  double-size  issue  last  Decem¬ 
ber  devoted  entirely  to  Christiani¬ 
ty. 

Named  as  “Fellows”  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  for  their  accurate,  objective 
coverage  of  church  news  for  the 
winning  dailies  were  James  W. 
Carty,  Jr.,  of  the  Nashville  Ten¬ 
nessean,  Edward  Mitchell  of  the 
Seattle  Post-Intelligencer  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Ross  of  the  Oakland  Tribune. 


CHURCH  CONSTRUCTION 
CONTINUES  DOWNWARD 
TREND 

Washington,  D.  C.  — '  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  during  March 
totaled  $53,000,000  equalling  the  rec¬ 
ord  for  the  month  set  in  1955,  the 
Departments  of  Commerce  and  La¬ 
bor  reported  here. 

It  was  the  third  consecutive 
month,  however,  in  which  building 
activity  by  churches  declined.  Con¬ 
struction  totaled  $58,000,000  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  $55,000,000  in  February. 

The  March  decline  may  have  been 
due,  in  part,  to  unusually  inclement 
weather.  Ordinarily,  construction 
activity  picks  up  in  March. 

April  figures  will  be  carefully 
watched  by  government  economists 
to  determine  if  the  church  construc¬ 
tion  boom  is  starting  to  level  off. 


REPORT  LIQUOR  INDUSTRY 
TOPS  BILLBOARD 
ADVERTISERS 
Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
liquor  industry  spent  more  money 


Methodist  Bishop 
Lectures  At 
Judaism  Institute 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  Metho¬ 
dist  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  of  St. 
Louis  gave  two  lectures  on  the 
Old  Testament  at  Temple  Israel’s 
Institute  of  Judaism  for  Christian 
Clergy  here. 

He  was  the  first  non- Jewish  lec¬ 
turer  at  the  Institute  in  its  19-year 
history. 

The  invitation  was  extended  to 
Bishop  Holt  primarily  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  friendly  relationship 
over  nearly  40  years  with  Temple 
Israel,  located  directly  across  the 
street  from  St.  John’s  Methodist 
church  of  which  he  was  minister 
from  1918  to  1938. 

In  1930,  he  organized  the  Holy 
Corners  Fellowship  comprising  the 
men  of  St.  John’s,  Temple  Israel, 
and  Second  Baptist  church  —  which 
is  located  at  the  same  street  inter¬ 
section. 

The  men  of  the  three  groups  hold 
a  fellowship  dinner  every  year. 
Bishop  Holt  is  retiring  on  June  1. 


Texas,  dedicated  to  laymen. 

Kenneth  W.  Ritchel,  42-year-old 
newspaper  advertising  sa  1  e  s  m  a  n 
who  recently  single-handedly  fil¬ 
led  the  2,000-seat  First  Methodist 
church  in  Dallas  on  a  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  said  the  sanctuary  will  be 
built  in  the  shape  of  a  cross. 

He  addressed  a  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism  at¬ 
tended  by  25  ministers  and  laymen 
who  discussed  plans  for  a  19  5  7 
world-wide  church  attendance  cru¬ 
sade. 

Mr.  Ritchel  said  that  the  lay¬ 
men’s  church  will  be  built  on  a 
high  hill.  On  its  roof  will  be  the 
words,  “The  Way  of  the  Cross 
Leads  Home,”  he  said,  in  letters 
big  enough  to  be  read  by  airplane 
passengers.  It  will  be  known  as 
the  “Church  of  the  Crossroads.” 

“There  will  be  no  preaching  at 
this  church,”  the  salesman  added. 
“An  individual  may  go  there  for 
kneeling  in  meditation  and  com¬ 
munion  with  God.” 

Mr.  Ritchel  accomplished  his  self- 
imposed  task  of  filling  the  Dallas 
church  on  Feb.  26  after  conducting 
a  26-day  “Prayer-Publicity-Fer- 
son-to-Person”  campaign.  He  used 
prayer,  persuasion,  personel  1  e  t- 
ters  and  invitations  to  the  entire 
membership  of  clubs  and  other  or¬ 
ganizations,  as  well  as  newspaper 
ads  and  radio  and  TV  appearances. 

According  to  Mr.  Ritchel,  the 
proposed  laymen’s  church  will  have 
motifs:  the  birth,  crucifixion  and 
resurrection  of  Christ  and  the  Up¬ 
per  Room. 

“Preachers  can’t  do  everything,” 
he  told  the  meeting.  “This  new 
temple  of  God  will  symbolize  the 
value  of  laymen,  who  greatly  help 
ministers  in  promoting  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God.” 


expended  by  all  major  advertisers, 
on  outdoor  billboard  advertising 
last  year  than  any  other  American 
business,  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance  reported  here. 

It  said  statistics  recently  released 
by  outdoor  advertising  companies 
showed  that  brewers  and  distillers 
spent  $31,889,136  for  billboards  in 
1955^  more  than  one-third  the  total 
The  next  largest  advertiser,  auto¬ 
mobile  manufacturers,  spent  $19,- 
038,000,  the  board  said. 

“Liquor  ads  line  the  highways,” 


Post  Office  Authorized 
To  Use  Salvation  Army 
Cancellation  Die 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
The  Post  Office  Department  an¬ 
nounced  that  108  post  offices 
have  been  given  permission  to 
use  a  special  cancellation  die 
for  mail  from  May  1  to  May  27 
bearing  the  slogan:  “National 
Salvation  Army  Week  —  Fourth 
Week  in  May.” 

The  department  said  that 
granting  of  the  Salvation  Army’s 
request  did  not  constitute  a 
change  in  its  policy  against  the 
recognition  o  f  religious  events 
or  observances  on  U.  S.  postage. 

“The  Salvation  Army  falls  in 
the  category  of  a  social  service 
organization  such  as  the  Red 
Cross,  Community  Chest,  cancer, 
TB  or  heart  crusades,”  a  de¬ 
partment  spokesman  said. 

“Their  annual  fund-raising 
drive  in  these  108  cities  does  not 
constitute,  in  our  opinion,  a  drive 
for  a  religious  organization,  as 
such,  since  the  aid  is  distributed 
from  service  centers  without  re¬ 
gard  to  race,  creed  or  color.” 

The  spokesman  added  that  the 
Salvation  Army  is  bearing  the 
cost  of  the  special  dies  involved, 
which  amount  to  about  $28 
each. 


137  German  School  Teachers 
Flee  Soviet  Zone 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  A  total  of  137 
school  teachers  fled  the  Soviet  Zone 
and  sought  asylum  in  West  Berlin 
during  the  month  of  March,  it  was 
reported  here. 

Many  of  them  said  they  took 
this  course  because  of  Communist 
reprisals  following  their  refusal  to 
support  Party-sponsored  “youth 
dedication”  ceremonies. 

Threats  of  disciplinary  measures 
against  teachers  —  including  dis¬ 
missal  from  service  —  have  been 
one  of  the  methods  used  by  Com¬ 
munist  leaders  to  promote  increased 
participation  in  the  ceremonies. 

The  rites  are  an  atheistic  sub¬ 
stitution  for  Christian  Confirma¬ 
tion  and  first  Communion  devised 
decades  ago  by  German  freethink¬ 
ers  and  revived  recently  by  the 
Communists  in  an  effort  to  ween 
children  from  religion.  They  are 
held  in  connection  with  the  young 
people’s  completion  of  their  pri¬ 
mary  school  education  —  which  the 
average  student  achieves  at  the  age 
of  14. 

German  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  leaders  have  forbidden 
their  followers  to  participate  in  or 
encourage  the  ceremonies. 

That  the  general  response  to 
“youth  dedications”  in  Soviet  Zone 
villages  and  towns  this  spring  was 
something  less  than  satisfactory 
was  openly  admitted  by  a  promi¬ 
nent  Communist  leader  at  an  East 
Berlin  meeting. 

Hans  Joachin  Laabs,  senior  of¬ 
ficial  of  the  East  German  Educa¬ 
tion  Ministry,  told  a  gathering  of 
district  council  leaders  that  the 
poor  attendance  at  the  ceremonies 
was  particularly  striking  in  rural 
areas  “where  the  influence  of  the 
churches  is  still  very  strong.” 


the  Methodist  group  said,  “while 
every  hour  drinking  drivers  and 
pedestrians  chalk  up  another  traf¬ 
fic  fatality,  according  to  National 
Safety  Council  figures.” 


Papers,  Magazines  Get  Religious 
Publicity  Council  Awards 


Salesman  Plans  Church  Dedicated  to  Laymen 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 

i 

FALL  ACTION  PROJECT  -  1956 

. •  The  theme  for  the  1956  Fall  Ac- 


Annual  Meeting 
Of  Little  Rock 
District  MYF 

The  Little  Rock  District  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  and  election  of  of¬ 
ficers  at  Hendrix  College,  Conway, 
Saturday,  May  5.  Registration  will 
be  held  in  the  Hendrix  auditorium 
from  3:00  to  3:30  p.m. 

The  election  of  officers,  business 
meeting  and  fellowship  hour  will  be 
held  from  3:30  to  5:30.  Each  church 
will  have  two  voting  delegates.  Each 
church  or  Sub -District  is  asked  to 
bring  special  musical  numbers,  such 
as  solos,  duets,  trios,  quartets,  etc. 

Supper  will  be  served  from  5:30 
to  6:30.  This  may  be  either  a  picnic 
sack  lunch  or  supper  reservations 
may  be  made  by  sending  75  cents 
to  Jo  Ann  Efird,  Hendrix  College, 
Conway,  and  she  will  make  reserva¬ 
tion  for  supper  in  the  Hendrix  din¬ 
ing  hall.  Money  for  reservation  must 
reach  her  not  later  than  May  2. 

From  7:00  to  8:00  p.m.  a  special 
program  on  the  U.N.  Washington 
Seminar  will  be  given  by  Hendrix 
students.  Installation  of  new  officers 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  Hendrix 
Fellowship  Team. 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  Arkadelphia  District  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  Grand  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Hot  Springs,  on  Friday  eve¬ 
ning,  April  13,  when  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  They 
are:  David  Cavnor,  Hot  Springs, 
president;  David  McCray,  Malvern, 
vice-president;  Pat  Rhynehart, 
Shore  wood  Hills,  secretary;  Billie 
Kieth,  treasurer;  Sharon  Clark, 
Okolona,  Christian  Fellowship;  Mary 
Jo  Stone,  Arkadelphia,  Christian 
Citizenship;  Kathryn  Sinquefield, 
Sparkman,  Christian  Witness;  Ethel 
Lou  Teague,  Arkadelphia,  Christian 
Outreach;  Sue  Ross,  Gurdon,  Chris¬ 
tian  Faith,  and  Kathy  Hays,  Hender¬ 
son  State  Teachers  College,  Publicity 
Chairman. 

The  program  featured  a  skit  pro¬ 
moting  the  summer  camping  pro¬ 
gram  at  Tanako.  Installation  of  of¬ 
ficers  in  which  each  new  officer  was 
given  a  small  brown  crown  cross 
with  the  name  of  the  office  printed 
on  it.  Rev.  John  Butler  Hays  was 
the  speaker. 

Bill  Thrasher,  Henderson  State 
Teachers  College,  led  in  group  sing¬ 
ing. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
women  of  the  host  church.  —  Re¬ 
porter 


HOMER  WINS  FIRST  PLACE 
IN  POSTER  CONTEST 

The  Methodist  Crusaders  met  at 
Haynesville  on  February  27.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  pres¬ 
ident  David  Stone.  Rev.  Byrl  More¬ 
land  talked  to  us  about  the  Alcoholic 
Essay  Contest.  The  program  was 
under  direction  of  Homer  Methodist 
Church.  There  were  203  people  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  February  meeting.  The 
poster  contest  was  held  and  Homer 
won  first  place,  for  which  they  re- 


tion  Project  for  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  is  “Drinking  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Living.” 

The  project  will  begin  on  World 
Temperance  Sunday,  October  28, 
and  end  December  9,  the  Sunday 
after  Commitment  Sunday. 

It  is  expected  that  the  23,665  pas¬ 
toral  charges  in  The  Methodist 
Church  will  participate  in  the  en¬ 
terprise. 

The  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  and  the 
Board  of  Temperance  have  prepared 
a  packet  for  use  in  the  Fall  Action 
Project.  The  packet  contains  a  leaf¬ 
let  outlining  the  project  in  detail; 
reading  lists  for  seniors  and  older 
youth,  suggesting  collateral  reading; 
a  poster  for  use  in  publicizing  the 
project;  and  a  Commitment  Worship 
Service — for  youth  observing  Com¬ 
mitment  Sunday.  ' 

A  30-minute,  16  mm.,  sound  film, 
Far  From  Alone,  in  color  or  in  black 
and  white  is  available  from  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House  that 
serves  you.  Rental,  in  black  and 
white,  $8.00;  color,  $12.00.  In  many 
conferences  the  film  may  be  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  Conference  Board 
of  Temperance. 

Many  annual  conferences  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  Fall  Action  Project  through 
activities  in  summer  camps,  assem¬ 
blies  and  institutes.  Many  will  want 
to  have  a  Conference  School  of  Al¬ 
cohol  Studies.  For  help  on  conduct¬ 
ing  such  a  school  write  to  Mr.  Au¬ 
brey  Speer,  Board  of  Temperance, 
100  Maryland  Avenue,  Northeast, 
Washington  2,  D.  C. 

The  packet  on  the  Fall  Action 
Project  will  be  available  June  1 
from  the  Service  Department,  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Education,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee.  A  serv¬ 
ice  charge  of  25  cents  will  be 
charged. 


ceived  a  prize  of  $5.00. 

After  the  meeting  was  held,  re¬ 
freshments  were  served  and  the 
group  enjoyed  planned  recreation  in 
the  fellowship  hall. — Jackie  Shaw, 
Recording  Secretary 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Ruperl 


PROGRESS  —  OUR  MOST 
IMPORTANT  PRODUCT? 

We  pride  ourselves  on  the  vast 
amount  of  progress  we  have  made 
in  a  scientific  and  technological 
way.  And  well  we  might.  We  have 
come  a  long  way  in  our  automotive 
culture  from  the  days  of  the  horse 
and  buggy.  Recent  reading  into  the 
history  of  our  State  of  Michigan  and 
our  City  of  Jackson  (boning  up  for 
an  anniversary  celebration  in  our 
congregation)  has  drawn  some  in¬ 
teresting  contrasts  between  yester¬ 
day  and  today.  The  circuit  rider  who, 
back  in  1831,  established  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  which  I  am  now  a  part, 
preached  also  at  Ann  Arbor,  Tecum- 
seh,  Marshall,  and  Monroe,  and  sev¬ 
eral  places  in  between.  No  difficult 
feat  with  60  mph  automobiles  to¬ 
day.  But  he  had  only  a  horse,  and 
there  were  no  highways,  and  few 
bridges  over  the  streams.  He  would 
agree,  I  think,  that  we  have  made 
real  progress  in  transportation.  We 
get  there  faster  —  but  what  do  we 
do  when  we  get  there,  with  the  time 
we  have  saved? 

Communications  are  of  course, 
greatly  speeded  up.  Telephones  link 
loved  ones  and  friends  aci’oss  half 
a  world.  Telegraph  and  cable  offer 
quick  message  conveyance.  And  ra¬ 
dio  and  television  have  greatly 
changed  our  culture.  I  got  a  big 
kick  out  of  one  writer  who  was 
pointing  out  that  some  of  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  television  age  are 
vaguely  disturbing.  He  referred  to 
the  case  of  the  night  worker  who  re¬ 
turned  to  his  home  from  work  one 
morning,  hungry  for  his  usual  din¬ 
ner  at  that  un-dinner-like  hour.  He 
found  eggs,  flour,  butter  and  other 
ingredients  spread  out  on  a  table 
placed  in  front  of  the  TV  set.  An 
accompanying  note  from  his  wife 
read,  “The  recipe  for  your  dinner 
will  be  demonstrated  on  Channel  4 
at  10  o’clock.”’  What  price  progress 
in  the  eyes  of  that  unfortunate  man? 

The  big  question,  as  I  see  it,  is 


whether  or  not  our  cultural  and 
spiritual  progress  is  keeping  up  with 
our  science  and  technology.  And 
the  answer  is  pretty  clear  in  most 
cases  that  we  are  lagging  sadly  be¬ 
hind  in  our  moral  progress.  My 
brother  used  to  write  home  from 
overseas  during  the  war  and  every 
now  and  then  would  remark  sar¬ 
castically  about  the  army’s  efficien¬ 
cy  in  words  that  other  GI’s  have 
often  used.  They  have  a  policy  of 
“Hurry  up  and  wait,”  he  would  re¬ 
port.  “Out  at  5  a.m.  and  then  wait 
around,  losing  all  that  good  sack 
time”  —  this  was  his  biggest  beef, 
as  I  recall. 

But,  isn’t  that  about  the  way  we 
find  our  world  today?  We  have 
hurried  up  in  the  areas  of  science 
and  industry,  now  we  have  to  hold 
up  awhile  to  let  our  culture  catch 
up  with  the  progress. 

There  is  a  firm  whose  slogan  is 
“Progress  is  our  most  important 
product.”  Do  you  suppose  that  ap¬ 
plies  to  life  and  your  world  too?  It 
would  seem  so,  the  way  we  go  slam¬ 
banging  our  way  into  an  atomic 
world,  without  “giving  our  souls  a 
chance  to  catch  up  with  our  bodies,” 
as  the  Chinese  proverb  puts  it.  I 
believe  the  younger  generation  has 
a  task  cut  out  for  it  in  lifting  the 
level  of  moral  attitudes  and  be¬ 
havior,  of  increasing  the  intensity 
of  spiritual  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment,  and  of  measuring  progress  in 
terms  —  not  of  supersonic  speed 
and  atomic  fission,  but  of  spiritual 
soul-growth  in  Christian  character. 


Millions  have  taken  the  baths  at  Hot 
Springs — America’s  only  health  resort 
with  natural  thernjal  waters  under  the 
regulation  of  the  Director  of  the  Nat’l. 
Park  Service,  U.S.  Dept,  of  the  Interior 
— and,  countless  people  have  testified 
to  the  magic  qualities  of  these  world- 
famous  baths.  You,  too,  can  find  relief  for 
jangled  nerves,  aching  muscles,  stiff 
joints,  hardening  of  the  arteries,  and, 
yes,  even  rheumatism  and  arthritis. 


you  r  w Avi 

to  HEALTH 


sa  your  travel  agent  or  write 

WE  MAJESTIC  HOTEL  FOR  LITERATURE 


HOT 
SPRINGS 


NATIONAL  PARK, 
ARKANSAS 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


REPORT  FOR  MARCH,  1956 


We  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
who  have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
gifts  to  the  Home  during  the  month  of 
March,  1956. 

Mrs.  Wesley  Ford,  El  Dorado,  Arkansas— 
clothing 

Pyramid  Coffee  Shop,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  the  “Hollywood  Varieties  Show" 

Wm.  J.  Smith,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  the 
"Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Mrs.  Jim  Gorham,  Greenwood,  Greenwood 
Methodist  Church  W.S.C.S. — quilt 
j.  T.  Thompson,  Little  Rock— tickets  for 
"Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Leonard  Ellis,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  the 
"Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Garland  P.  Patten,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
"Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Nininger,  Little  Rock — foil  bak¬ 
ing  dishes  and  magazines 
Toddle  House,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  the 
"Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Mrs.  Daniel  Woods,  Little  Rock — bedstead 
Miss  Lyde  Sharp,  Little  Rock — food 
Ted  M.  Gentry,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
the  “Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

James  Hudman,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
the  “Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

W.  W.  McAlister,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
the  "Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Couples  Class,  First  Church,  Little  Rock- 
athletic  equipment  and  erection  of 
splendid  basketball  goal 
Mack  Sturgis,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  the 
“Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter  brought  canned  goods 
from  Children’s  Division,  Dumas  Church 
and  from  Circle  No.  2  of  W.S.C.S.  of 
Grady  Church. 

W.  R.  Naylor  Company,  Little  Rock  — 
tickets  for  the  “Hollywood  Varieties 
Show” 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Lane,  athletic  equipment  and 
Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible 
and  other  books 

Junction  City  Church — canned  goods 
Quilt  by  W.S.C.S.  of  Zion  and  Providence 
Churches,  Princeton  Charge,  Camden 
District 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Little  Rock — candy 
Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administration 
Bldg.,  N.  L.  R. — candy 
M.  J.  Pruniski,  North  Little  Rock— candy 
Thompson  Hatchery  and  Poultry  Farm, 
Pottsville — eggs 

Primary  Department,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Little  Rock — candy 

DiUaha  Fruit  Co.,  Little  Rock— tickets  for 
the  “Hollywood  Varieties  Show” 

Mrs.  Troy  Churchman,  Pulaski  Heights 
Church — clothing 

Mrs.  E.  O.  Shoman,  Jr.,  Pulaski  Heights 
Church — clothing 

Jimmy  Strawn  and  Preston  Sparks  of  the 
Optimist  Club — television  set  and  soft 
ball  equipment 

Little  Rock  Junior  College,  Little  Rock— 
Easter  egg  hunt  for  the  children  of  the 
Home. 


CASH  DONATIONS 

North  Arkansas  Conference . 

>?cey  S.  S.  Class,  Marianna 

Methodist  Church  . 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  . 

Gleaners  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 

intermediate  Girls  Interest  Group, 

First  Church,  Pine  Bluff  . 

Marion  Methodist  Church  . 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson, 

Gamden  First  Church  . 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Rogers  Central  Church  . 

ine  Couples  Class, 


$104.97 

.  10.00 
.  10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

15.25 

10.00 

10.00 


El  Dorado  First  Church  .  25.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Builders  Class,  Little  Rock, 

First  Church  .  10.00 

Lexa  Telfore  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Frost  Bible  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Church  .  10  00 

Lt.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Collins  Jr., 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  .  60.00 

Almyra  Church  W.S.C.S .  20.00 

Service  Class,  El  Dorado  First  Ch.  10.00 
Methodist  Men’s  Class,  Dumas  Ch.  30.00 
Jett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Church  .  10.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

Vantrease  Church  .  5.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Church  . , .  5  00 

Young  Adult  S.  S.  Class, 

Rector  First  Church  .  10  00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  V.  Ross, 

Cabot  Methodist  Church  .  10  00 

The  Harmony  Class,  First  Church, 

Little  Rock  .  10  00 

Brewster  Bible  Class, 

Wynne  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Lodges  Corner  Methodist  Church  10  00 

The  Esthers  Class,  Siloam 

Springs  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Mr.  Chas.  Dante,  Dumas  .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Church  .  5. 00 

Miss  Bonnie  Cavener, 

Clovis,  New  Mexico  .  10  00 

Cabot  Methodist  Church  W.S.C.S.  10  00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Ross,  Cabot  Meth.  Ch.  5.00 
(Continued,  next  week) 


Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 

QUESTIONS  ABOUT 
JOHN’S  BAPTISM 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

The  latter  for  supplying  the  wants 
of  the  multitudes  who  attended  the 
preaching  of  John.  It  has  always 
seemed  to  me  a  very  singular  mode 
of  expression,  if  the  sacred  writer 
meant  to  designate  the  former  idea, 
to  say  hoti  hudata  polla  enekei.  Why 
not  say,  because  the  water  was  deep, 
or  abundant,  simply?  A  single  brook 
of  very  small  capacity,  but  a  living 
stream,  might,  with  scooping  out  a 
small  place  in  the  sand,  answer  most 
abundantly,  all  the  purpose  of  bap¬ 
tism,  in  case  it  were  performed  by 
immersion,  and  answer  them  just  as 
well  as  many  waters  could  do.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  single  brook 
would  not  suffice  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  great  multitudes  who 
flocked  to  John. 

He  had  a  mighty  message  filled 
with  power.  The  sacred  writers  tell 
us  that  “.there  went  out  to  him 
Jerusalem  and  all  Judea,  and  all  the 
regioris  of  Jordan,”  (Matt.  3:5)  and 
that  they  were  baptized  of  him.  Of 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  find  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


course,  there  must  have  been  a  great 
multitude  of  people.  Nothing  could 
be  more  natural  than  for  John  to 
choose  a  place  that  was  watered  by 
many  streams,  where  all  could  be 
accommodated.  The  circumstances 
of  the  case,  then,  would  seem  to 
favor  the  interpretation  which  re¬ 
fers  the  mention  of  the  waters  to 
the  wants  of  the  people  who  flocked 
to  hear  John. 

John’s  baptism  was  not  Christian 
baptism,  (see  Act  29:1-7)  but  was 
a  kind  of  a  Jewish  purification. 
When  he  says  “I  baptize  you  with 
water,  but  he  shall  baptize  you  with 
the  Holy  Spirit,”  he  means  indeed 
purify  you  with  water,  but  he  shall 
purify  you  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  .  . 
When  the  Spirit  of  Truth  comes  He 
will  guide  you  into  All  Truth  . 

Can  it  be,  that  I  am  in  an  error 
along  with  many  other  fine  Meth¬ 
odist  who  do  not  prefer  that  Jesus 
was  immersed.  If  Dr.  Robert  W. 
Goodloe  can  help  me  as  much  as  I 
have  stated  in  this  question  about 
John’s  Baptism,  I  would  be  pleased 
to  learn.  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr. 
Goodloe,  should  one  man’s  idea  be 
above  and  beyond  the  Scripture?  To. 
take  away  my  rights  of  thought  will 
shorten  my  brother’s  rights  ...  so 
let  us  live  in  love  together. 
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Complete  4  Yrs.^7^  in  12  Months 

learn  More!  Earn  More!  Enter  professional  or 
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A  Pocket 
Book 
off 

POWER 

by  Ralph  S. 
Cushman 

Planned  especially  for  church 
members,  around  the  promise  "Ye 
shall  receive  power."  Scripture, 
quotations,  prayers,  and  poems. 
Vest  pocket  size,  bound  in  maroon 
imitation  leather  with  gold  stamp¬ 
ing  and  red  edges.  128  jaages. 

50  cents  each ,  $ 5.00  per  dozen. 
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The  strong  link  in  the  chain 

between  Church  and  Hnmt 


The  Christian  Home  is  a  64-page  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  that  helps  you  lay  the  foundation  for  the  happy 
family  life  so  necessary  to  Christian  living. 

It  contains  articles  on  family  problems  written  by 
prominent  educators,  counselors,  and  clergymen;  a 
special  section  on  practicing  Christian  principles 
m  everyday  living;  a  family  worship  section  with 
bible  readings,  inspiring  poems,  graces,  songs,  and 
a  study  guide  for  parents;  good  short  stories,  poems, 
puzzles,  and  recreation  plans. 

Subscribe  to  The  Christian  Home  now,  when  the 
entire  nation  is  looking  forward  to  National  Fam¬ 
ily  Week  the  week  dedicated  to  strengthening  ties 
between  church  and  home.  It  will  be  sent  to  individ¬ 
uals  for  $2.00  a  year,  and  in  quantity  to  churches 
for  only  45(1  a  quarter.  Subscribe  today! 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  MAY  6,  1956 

“CONVERTED  AND  COMMISSIONED” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts  9: 
1-6,  10-19. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “You  did  not  choose  me, 
but  1  choose  you  and  appointed  you  that  you  should  go 
and  bear  fruit  and  that  your  fruit  should  abide.” 

(John  15:16) 


This  is  the  first  lesson  of  eight 
lessons  UNIT  X:  “NEW  HORI¬ 
ZONS.”  According  to  Adult  Student 
the  general  aim  of  the  unit  is  “to 
help  men  and  women  understand 
the  essentials  of  conversion  and  be¬ 
come  enthusiastic  for  the  expansion 
of  Christianity  today  and  tomor¬ 
row.”  If  the  study  of  this  unit  ac¬ 
complishes  this  aim,  the  unit  will 
be  well  worthwhile.  This  general 
aim  should  be  kept  in  mind  as  we 
progress  from  lesson  to  lesson. 

The  aim  of  the  lesson  today  — 
“Converted  and  Commissioned”  — 
is  “to  help  adults  discover  the  es¬ 
sentials  of  Christian  conversion  and, 
if  unconverted,  to  surrender  then- 
lives  to  Christ.”  This  is  an  import¬ 
ant  goal.  It  should  be  taken  serious¬ 
ly.  The  writer  is  convinced  that 
great  numbers  of  people  have  joined 
the  church  and  yet  have  never  had 
a  n  experimental  knowledge  o  f 
Christ.  We  should  not  wonder  at 
this,  when  it  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  John  Wesley  preached  for  13 
years  before  he  had  a  satisfactory 
experience.  All  of  us  recall  how  this 
experience  spiritually  energized  his 
life.  Before  this  experience  he  could 
not  even  revive  a  village,  but  after¬ 
wards  he  stirred  three  continents 
mightily  for  God. 

This  conversion  experience  did 
the  very  same  thing  for  Saul  of 
Tarsus.  Prior  to  his  experience  on 
the  road  to  Damascus,  he  was  con¬ 
fused,  flustered,  and  filled  with  re¬ 
ligious  prejudice.  He  had  the 
wrong  conception  of  God.  He  was 
religious  but  his  religion  was  a 
thing  of  the  law,  and  it  had  never 
brought  him  one  moment  of  peace 
and  satisfaction.  He  thought  of  God 
as  a  harsh  Judge  who  took  a  delight 
in  seeing  those  destroyed  who  de¬ 
viated  one  iota  from  the  revealed 
law.  His  meeting  with  Christ  gave 
him  a  new  insight  into  the  nature 
of  God,  and  he  went  out  from  that 
experience  to  become  the  greatest 
missionary  and  theologian  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

The  scripture  passages  for  this 
lesson  have  been  well  chosen.  It 
might  be  well  to  note  briefly  a  few 
things  that  happened  just  prior  to 
the  events  described  by  our  printed 
text.  Oh  April  22,  we  studied  the 
account  of  the  killing  of  Stephen. 
You  will  recall  that  he  was  stoned 
to  death  by  a  group  of  men  who, 
while  they  were  carrying  out  this 
execution,  laid  their  outer  garments 
at  the  feet  of  a  young  man  named 
Saul.  We  are  also  told  that  he  cast 
his  vote  for  the  death  of  Stephen. 

No  person,  other  than  Christ  him¬ 
self,  ever  died  more  heroically  than 
did  Stephen.  As  was  true  with 
Christ,  he  died  praying  for  the  mob 
that  killed  him.  This  so  impressed 
Saul  of  Tarsus  that  he  never  got 
over  it.  In  fact  it  led  to  his  convic¬ 
tion.  We  are  told  that  the  light  of 
heaven  was  on  the  face  of  Stephen 
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as  he  died,  and  Saul  saw  that  light, 
and  he  never  got  over  it. 

One  of  two  things  always  happens 
to  a  person  who  is  under  deep  con¬ 
viction;  he  will  either  turn  more 
fully  to  God,  or  he  will  turn  further 
away  from  him.  Saul  first  exper¬ 
ienced  the  latter  of  these  inclina¬ 
tions.  He  became  very  angry  and 
excited.  He  began  a  tirade  of  per¬ 
secutions  against  the  Christians.  He 
drove  them  either  out  of  Jerusalem 
or  underground.  He  was  not  satis¬ 
fied  with  this.  He  then  went  to  the 
High  Priest  and  got  papers  of  ex¬ 
tradition  which  gave  him  authority 
to  go  to  any  community  within  the 
Roman  Empire  and  bring  Christians 
bound  back  to  Jerusalem.  He  then 
headed  for  Damascus. 

We  recall  the  experience  he  had 
on  the  way  to  this  city.  He  saw  a 
light  brighter  than  the  noonday  sun 
and  heard  an  audible  voice  speak¬ 
ing  to  him.  He  knew  that  he  was 
dealing  with  a  supernatural  Power. 
He  raised  the  question,  “Who  are 
you,  Lord?”  Christ  replied,  “I  am 
Jesus,  whom  you  are  persecuting.” 
Saul  then  raised  a  second  question, 
“What  do  you  want  me  to  do?’\. 
Jesus  told  him  what  to  do,  or  at 
least,  he  told  him  where  to  go  to 
get  this  information:  “Rise  and  enter 
the  city,  and  you  will  be  told  what 
you  are  to  do.” 

Our  second  scripture  passage 
(Acts  9:10-19),  tells  what  happened 
after  Saul  entered  Damascus.  He 
went  to  a  home  on  the  street  called 
Straight  and  lodged  with  a  man 
named  Judas.  The  Lord  then  im¬ 
pressed  another  disciple,  Ananias, 
to  go  to  Saul  and  give  him  the  help 
he  needed.  At  first  Ananias  hesita¬ 
ted.  He  had  heard  how  Saul  had 
been  persecuting  the  Christians  at 
Jerusalem  and  also  how  he  came 
to  Damascus  to.  persecute  them 
there.  The  Lord  assured  him,  how¬ 
ever,  that  all  was  well;  at  that  very 
moment  Saul  was  praying. 

Then  Ananias  went  to  Saul,  laid 
his  hands  upon  him,  saying,  “Broth¬ 
er  Saul,  the  Lord  Jesus  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  you  on  the  road  by  which 
you  came,  has  sent  me  that  you  may 
regain  your  sight  and  be  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit.”  Saul  did  receive 
his  sight.  He  was  then  initiated  into 
the  Christian  movement,  or  church. 
That  was  done  by  water  baptism,  as 
it  is  now. 

Necessities  In  Conversion 

There  are  certain  things  that  are 
necessary  if  one  is  to  become  con¬ 
verted.  These  things  are  seen  here 
in  the  experience  of  Saul  of  Tarsus. 
They  are  also  seen  in  the  experience 
of  the  young  Prophet  Isaiah,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  his 
prophecy.  A  comparison  of  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  these  two  men  might 
help  us  to  look  a  little  deeper  into 
the  subject  in  hand. 

Both  of  these  men  had  been  look¬ 
ing  for  individual  and  national  sal¬ 
vation  through  some  other  source 


than  personal  contact  with  God. 
Saul  had  been  looking  to  the  law. 
He  felt  that  salvation  could  be  earn¬ 
ed;  that  it  was  a  thing  of  merit 
rather  than  grace.  Isaiah  looked 
for  salvation  in  a  good  and  right¬ 
eous  ruler  —  King  Uzziah,  Saul 
learned,  by  bitter  experience,  that 
the  serious  effort  to  keep  the  law 
did  not  bring  peace  of  mind.  His 
hope  of  salvation  in  this  direction 
was  blighted.  In  case  of  Isaiah,  Uz¬ 
ziah  was  taken  out  of  the  picture 
—  he  died.  The  youngest  Prophet 
goes  on  to  say,  “In  the  year  that 
King  Uzziah  died  I  saw  the  Lord.” 
We  recall  how  that  on  the  road  to 
Damascus  Saul  also  saw  the  Lord. 
That  was  the  first  step  in  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  both  of  these  men,  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  Lord. 

There  were  other  things  that  led 
up  to  these  visions.  For  example, 
as  mentioned  above,  they  had  both 
been  depending  on  false  hopes,  and 
these  hopes  were  removed.  Isaiah 
went  to  the  place  of  worship,  the 
Temple,  and  there  he  saw  his  vision 
of  the  Lord.  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  led 
to  his  vision  by  the  heroic  death 
of  Stephen.  Saul  knew  that  Stephen 
had  something  that  he  did  not  have. 
John  Wesley  knew  that  the  Mora¬ 
vians  had  something  that  he  did 
not  have.  These  people  had  some¬ 
thing  that  kept  them  calm  in  the 
midst  of  a  great  storm  at  sea,  when 
Wesley,  and  all  the  other  passengers 
on  board  the  ship  were  scared  with¬ 
in  an  inch  of  their  lives. 

The  second  necessity  that  led  to 
the  experiences  of  these  two  men 
was  the  fact  that  they  saw  them¬ 
selves.  This  step  naturally  follows 
the  first.  No  person  can  really  get 
a  vision  of  the  Lord;  his  love  for 
all  even  including  his  enemies;  his 
great  unselfish  spirit  which  led  him 
always  to  give  himself  for  others; 

.  his  life  of  perfect  moral  and  relig¬ 
ious  rectitude;  his  passion  for  the 
lost;  and  his  anxiety  to  forgive  and 
to  serve,  no  one  can  see  the  Lord 
in  all  of  these  qualities  of  his  great 
Personality  without  also  seeing  him¬ 
self.  Neither  can  anyone  really  see 
himself  until  he  has  thus  seen  the 
Lord. 

The  trouble  with  many  non-Chris¬ 
tian  church  members  is  the  fact 
that  they  have  never  really  seen  the 
Lord.  They  have  looked  at  others  in 
the  place  of  looking  to  the  Lord. 
They  have  compared  themselves 
with  others  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  are  about  as 
good  as  they  are,  and  thus  they 
have  become  satisfied  with  some¬ 
thing  less  than  real  Christianity. 

We  note  from  our  printed  text 
just  what  Saul’s  vision  of  the  Lord 
did  to  him.  It  convinced  him  that 
he  was  wrong  and  led  him  to  raise 
the  question,  “What  do  ydu  want 
me  to  do?”  Isaiah’s  vision  also  had 
wonderful  effect  on  him.  It  led  him 
to  say,  “Woe  is  me!  For  I  am  lost; 
for  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and 
I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of 
unclean  lips;  for  my  eyes  have  seen 
the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts!” 

The  next  necessity  has  to  do  with 
the  need  of  the  individual  in  ques¬ 
tion  for  direct  help  from  other  hu¬ 
man  beings.  This  help  was  not  men¬ 
tioned  definitely  in  the  case  of 
Isaiah,  but  you  can  rest  assured  that 
it  was  there.  We  know  this  from 
the  fact  that  God  always  helps  in¬ 
dividuals  in  the  matter  of  salvation 
through  other  human  beings.  He 
does  not  preach  his  Gospel  direct 
from  heaven,  neither  has  he  sent  his 
angels  to  proclaim  it.  Paul  declared 
that  God  saves  people  through  the 
foolishness  of  the  preaching  of  men. 
He  also  insisted  that  no  one  could 
believe  without  hearing  the  word, 


and  he  could  not  hear  without  some 
one  bringing  the  message.  This  lays 
the  direct  responsibility  on  all  Chris¬ 
tians  to  help  others  find  Christ.  The 
coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in 
its  fullness  has  been  greatly  retard¬ 
ed  through  the  fact  that  very  few 
professed  Christians  get  out  and 
win  others  to  Christ. 

Saul  was  greatly  helped  by  others. 
These  were  small  people  from  the 
standpoint  of  talents,  individuals 
who  would  have  never  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible  had  they  .not 
come  in  contact  with  Saul.  Saul 
went  to  the  home  of  a  disciple 
named  Judas  whose  home  was  on 
the  street  called  Straight.  He  was 
entertained  there  for  some  days.  It 
was  at  this  place  that  Ananias  came, 
healed  his  blindness  and  baptized 
him.  All  of  these  people  had  a  hand 
in  the  salvation  of  Saul.  It  has  been 
well  said  “Christ  alone  can  save  the 
world,  but  he  cannot  save  the  world 
alone.” 

Another  necessity  is  that  of  wit¬ 
nessing.  There  are  two  ways  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  one’s  religion;  one  is  by 
word  of  mouth  and  the  other  is  by 
deed  of  life.  Saul  began  to  use  both 
of  these  types  of  witnessing.  He  be¬ 
gan  to  live  the  Christian  life  and  to 
tell  others  about  it  wherever  oppor¬ 
tunity  afforded  itself.  At  first  the 
disciples  feared  him.  They  were  not 
sure  that  he  was  sincere  and  had 
really  given  up  his  old  life  of  per¬ 
secution. 

As  time  went  on,  Saul  was  accept¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  greatest  Christian 
leaders  of  that  age  of  the  world.  The 
majority  of  the  Bible  scholars  of 
our  day  calls  him  the  greatest 
single  product  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  He  gave  Christianity  a  world 
appeal  and  prevented  it  from  be¬ 
coming  a  mere  sect  in  Judiasm.  He 
kept  going;  witnessing  with  word 
and  life  until  his  missionary  jour¬ 
neys  carried  him  to  the  ends  of  the 
known  world  of  that  time. 

One  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  the 
power  of  Christianity  is  seen  in 
what  the  Gospel  of  Christ  did  to 
Saul  of  Tarsus.  It  transformed  him  j 
from  a  persecutor  into  the  greatest 
Apostle,  the  greatest  missionary,  j 
and  the  most  Christlike  character 
that  ever  lived.  Little  wonder  he 
would  say,  “I  am  not  ashamed  of  I 
the  gospel  of  Christ  for  it  is  the  ; 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to 
every  one  who  believes.”  Saul  the  ] 
persecutor  became  Paul  the  saint,  j 
and  it  was  this  Gospel  that  changed 
his  life. 

Like.  Isaiah  of  old,  when  Saul  saw 
the  Lord  he  then  saw  himself;  noted 
the  fact  that  he  was  wrong  and  sur¬ 
rendered  himself  completely  to 
Christ.  The  coal  from  off  the  altar 
of  God  touched  his  unclean  lips,  and 
he  heard  the  voice  of  Christ  saying, 
“Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will 
go  for  us?”  and  the  great  Apostle 
replied,  “Here  am  I!  Send  me.” 

In  closing  let  us  raise  these  ques¬ 
tions  with  ourselves:  Have  we  real¬ 
ly  seen  the  Lord  with  the  eyes  of 
faith?  Have  we  compared  our  lives 
to  his  and  repented  of  our  shortcom¬ 
ings?  Have  we  fully  surrendered  our 
all  to  him?  Can  we  say  with  Pau 
“I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  lives  m 
me?”  Are  we  really  and  truly  wi  - 
nessing  for  him  both  by  word  an 
deed?  If  so,  then  we  are  really  con¬ 
verted,  and  we  have  peace  of  ®in 
that  the  world  cannot  disturb.  This 
conversion  may  have  come  abou 
by  sudden  crisis  or  gradual  develop 
ment,  through  a  process  of  training 
It  does  not  matter  much  just  ho 
it  came.  The  important  thing  is  * 
fact  that  it  has  really  and  truly  ta 
en  place  in  our  lives. 
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General  Conference  In  Session 
In  Minneapolis 

(Staff  Article) 

Methodist  delegates  numbering  766,  several  hundred  visitors  from 
throughout  Methodism,  and  numerous  administrative  officers  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  including  65  Methodist  Bishops  are  in  session  at  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  for  the  quadrennial  General  Conference.  Sessions  opened  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  April  25  and  are  expected  to  continue  through  Wednesday,  May  9. 

Sessions  are  being  held  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium,  where  the  con¬ 
ference  began  its  first  business  session  at  11:00  a.m.  IVednesday  morning 
following  the  traditional  Communion  Service  which  always  precedes  the 
first  business  session.  The  Communion  Service  was  held  in  the  Hennipin 
Avenue  Church,  and  was  presided  over  by  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St. 
Louis,  one  of  two  native  Arkansans  in  the  Council  of  Bishops. 


Completes  50  Years 
In  the  Ministry 

On  Sunday,  April  22,  Dr.  W.  L. 
Doss,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Boyce  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  celebrated  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  preaching  of  his 
first  sermon  as  a  pastor  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  He  has  ser¬ 
ved  12  charges  and  was  district  su¬ 
perintendent  for  18  years,  serving 
all  districts  of  the  state  except  the 
Shreveport  District. 

Dr.  Doss  officially  retired  in  1953 
but  has  continued  to  serve  in  the 
pastorate  and  has  been  pastor  of 
the  Boyce  Methodist  Church  for 
three  years.  According  to  his  district 
superintendent,  Rev.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  Jr.,  he  will  not  be  continuing 
in  the  pastorate  after  June. 


Dr.  Doss,  a  native  of  Morehouse 
Parish,  served  in  Patterson,  La.,  his 
first  charge  after  being  received  on 


DR.  W.  L.  DOSS,  JR. 
trial.  He  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Vanderbilt 
University,  following  his  graduation 
from  Centenary  College  in  1903. 
After  completing  his  work  at  Van¬ 
derbilt  School  of  Religion,  he  was 
appointed  as  a  supply  at  Jennings 
and  Jackson  Street  in  Lake  Charles. 
He  preached  his  first  sermon  as  a 
Pastor  in  the  Southern  Methodist 
Church  on  April  22,  1906. 

In  1930  Centenary  conferred  on 
Dr.  Doss  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity.  He  was  ordained  a  deacon 
■ft  1908  and  an  elder  two  years  later. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Jurisdic- 
honal  Conference  in  Oklahoma  City 
'n  1940  and  in  Tulsa  in  1944.  He  was 
aiso  a  delegate  to  the  General  Con- 
Un,e-nCe  *n  Kansas  City  in  1944. 
While  district  superintendent  of  the 
Uaton  Rouge  District  he  began  the 
work  of  establishing  the  North  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  Church. 

He  also  served  on  the  commission 
0  Promote  the  building  of  the  Uni- 
ersity  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
°uge.  While  serving  on  the  New 
r  eans  District  he  started  work 
toward  establishing  the  Methodist 
;  ,  tn  Gentilly.  During  his  min- 
Stry  ln  Bunkie  the  David  Haas,  Jr., 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


MAY  PRAYER  VIGIL 
SCHEDULE 
ANNOUNCED 

Assignments  of  local  church  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  the  Prayer  Life 
Movement  Prayer  Vigil  for  May 
have  been  announced  by  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  Bunkie  pastor  and  chairman 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Evangelism,  which  is  sponsoring 
the  program. 

The  vigil  which  began  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  will  continue  until  the 
Louisiana  Conference  on  May  29.  At 
least  two  people  are  in  prayer  at  the 
altar  of  some  church  in  Louisiana 
during  the  five-month  period. 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  on  the  second  date.) 

April  30-May  1,  —  Rayne,  D.  T. 
Williams 

May  1-2  —  Wesley,  Crowley,  Ray¬ 
mond  E.  Pierson 

May  2-3  —  Jeannerette,  A.  M.  Mar¬ 
tin 

May  3-4  —  Patterson,  Arby  W. 
Coody 

May  4-5  —  Elton,  Frank  C.  Collins; 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial,  Bo- 
galusa,  W.  H.  Giles 
May  5-6  —  Sulphur,  James  C.  Whit¬ 
aker 

May  6-7  —  Vinton,  Ivan  O.  Donald¬ 
son;  First  Church,  Alexandria,  J. 
Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.;  Springhill, 
Frank  C.  Tucker,  Jr. 

May  8-9  —  First  Church,  Houma, 
Sam  Nader 

May  9-10  —  Wesley,  Alexandria, 
Clyde  T.  Shaw 

May  10-11  —  Jena,  W.  O.  Lynch; 
Oberlin;  Oak  Grove,  Effie,  E. 
Lee  Mckay 
Effie,  E.  Lee  McKay 
May  12-13  —  Winnfield,  Luther  L. 
Booth;  Wesley  Chapel,  James  L. 
Wilkes;  Olla,  J.  A.  Jones 
May  14-15  —  Montgomery,  William 
T.  Hall,  Jr. 

May  15-16  —  Mt.  Zion,  W.  R.  Akin 
May  16-17  —  Coushatta,  Harvey 
Williamson 

May  17-18  —  Fairbanks,  David  Cor¬ 
ley;  Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh; 
Oak  Grove,  Eskel  L.  Tatum 
May  19-20  —  Lake  Providence, 
Thomas  M.  Lancaster 
May  20-21  —  First  Church,  Monroe, 
George  W.  Pomeroy 
May  21-22  —  Bastrop-Beekman,  R. 
H.  Staples;  Quitman-Center  Point, 
Eddie  Morgan;  Tallulah,  William 
F.  Mayo 

May  23-24  —  Gilbert,  Joseph  W. 
Boyd,  Sr;  Grayson-Kelly,  Norman 
F.  Simmons 

May  24-25  —  Jennings,  Robert 
Crichlow;  Trout,  W.  C.  Mason; 
May  25-26  —  First  Church,  DeRid- 
der,  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.;  New 
Roads,  T.  Duncan  Lipscomb;  Ce¬ 
dar  Grove,  Shreveport,  Roy  E. 
Mouser 

May  27-28  —  First  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 

May  28-29  (6:00  p.m.  to  2:00  p.m.) 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 
In  Prayer  Chapel,  Brown  Mem¬ 
orial  Chapel,  Centenary  College 


Bishop  Ledden 
Elected  Council  Head 

Bishop  Martin  Named 
To  Executive  Committee 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (MI)  —Bishop 
W.  Earl  Ledden,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
chosen  last  year  to  become  president 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  April, 
1956,  took  office  April  25  following 
the  opening  session  of  the  General 
Conference.  He  succeeded  Bishop 
Clare  Purcell  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City  was  elected  president- 


Mrs.  Martin  Heads  Bishops’ 
Wives’  Organization 

Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  wife  of 
the  presiding  Bishop  of  the  Ark- 
ansas-Louisiana  Area,  was  elect¬ 
ed  president  of  the  Bishops’ 
Wives’  Association  for  1956-60, 
at  a  session  of  the  association  in 
Minneapolis  last  week  just  prior 
to  the  opening  session  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Mrs.  Martin  will  head  the  or¬ 
ganization  which  is  composed  of 
some  75  Methodist  bishop’s  wives 
from  throughout  the  world. 

Other  officers  named  include 
Mrs.  Raymond  Grant,  Portland, 
Ore.,  secretary;  Mrs.  W.  T.  Wat- 
kings,  Louisville,  Ky.,  corres¬ 
ponding  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
shall  R.  Reed,  Detroit,  Mich., 
treasurer. 


designate.  He  will  for  the  next  year 
fulfill  the  duties  of  vice-president 
and  at  the  close  of  the  1957  annual 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
take  over  the  presidential  chair. 

Secretary  of  the  Council,  Bishop 
G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  declining  re-election,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  of 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  three  officers,  plus  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
and  Bishop  Edgar  A.  Love  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  will  compose  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  executive  committee. 

Strong  support  for  bills  before 
the  House  Committee  on  Transpor¬ 
tation  and  Communications  that 
would  bar  the  serving  of  alcoholic 
beverages  on  airplanes  was  sent  in 
a  message  from  the  bishops  to  Hon. 
Oren  R.  Harris,  chairman,  on  motion 
of  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Temperance. 


Bishop  W.  Earl  Leddin,  Syracuse, 
New  York,  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  presided  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  session  when  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Address,  a  message  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  was  read  by 
Bishop  Fred  P.  Corson,  Philadelphia. 

Committee  Assignments  Made 
Delegates  from  the  three  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  were  named  to  legislative  com¬ 
mittees  as  follows: 

Little  Rock  Conference,  Aubrey 
G.  Walton,  Little  Rock,  Committee 
on  Missions;  E.  Clifton  Rule,  Hope, 


(More  General  Conference  News 
on  page  5) 


Temporal  Economy;  Alton  B.  Raney, 
Little  Rock,  Education;  Roland  M* 
Shelton,  Little  Rock,  Lay  Activities; 

Louisiana  Conference:  Guy  Hicks, 
Ruston,  Ministry;  W.  E.  Trice,  Baton 
Rouge,  Education;  Virgil  D.  Morris, 
New  Orleans,  Temporal  Economy, 
Robert  C.  Carter,  Conferences;  Rob¬ 
ert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam,  Lay  Activities; 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  Mis¬ 
sions;  James  N.  Fomby,  Alexandria, 
Membership  and  Evangelism;  Judge 
Robert  J.  O’Neal,  Shreveport,  Mis¬ 
sions; 

North  Arkansas  Conference:  Ethan 
W.  Dodgen,  Jonesboro,  Ministry; 
Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Fayetteville, 
State  Of  The  Church;  W.  Henry 
Goodloe,  Fort  Smith,  Missions;  Matt 
L.  Ellis,  Conway,  Lay  Activities; 
Charles  A.  Stuck,  Jonesboro,  Mem¬ 
bership  and  Evangelism;  Charles  S. 
Shivley,  Forrest  City,  Conferences; 

The  following  (all  named  above) 
were  also  named  to  serve  on  special 
committees:  Dr.  Walton,  presiding 
officers;  Dr.  Dodgen,  Journal;  Dr. 
Ellis,  Judicial  Administration;  Dr. 
Hicks,  Temperance  and  Prohibition; 
and  Dr.  Trice,  Interdenominational 
Relations  and  Activities.  Mr.  Lay 
and  Mr.  Raney  were  named  to  serve 
as  one  of  the  tellers  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  Dr.  Bearden  was  selected 
as  a  reserve  teller.  In  addition,  Dr. 
Morris  and  Dr.  Dodgen  were  named 
among  the  standing  vote  tellers. 

Floyd  B.  James,  Ruston  business¬ 
man,  was  named  to  a  12  man  com¬ 
mittee  on  Entertainment  and  Pro¬ 
gram  which  will  plan  the  1960  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Bishop  Martin  and  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle,  Centenary  College  presi¬ 
dent,  were  named  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  to  the  General  Conference 
Commission  on  Church  Union,  and 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Dean  Smith  of  Centenary  Comments  on  Article  In  April  5  Issue 


May  6th  Is  Rural  Life  Sunday 


Dr .  Qoodloe  On  Baptism 

By  DR.  ROBERT  E.  SMITH* 


By  Glenn  F.  Sanford 
Department  of  Town  and  Country  Work 


Rural  Life  Sunday  is  not  new.  It  has  been  observed  for  many  years 
as  one  of  the  special  days  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Rural  Life  Sunday,  or  Rogation  Day,  has  its  origin  in  the  Bible.  It 
was  celebrated  by  those  early  people  on  the  fifth  Sunday  after  Easter.  It 
is  a  day  set  apart  for  emphasizing  the  meaning  of  Christianity  in  rural 
life;  a  time  for  invoking  God’s  blessing  upon  the  seed,  the  fruits  of  the 
soil,  the  proper  care  of  the  earth,  justice  of  agriculture,  and  the  spiritual 
values  in  rural  life. 


LET  me  begin  by  saying  I  have 
unbounded  admiration  for  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Goodloe.  I  esteem 
him  highly  for  his  brilliant 
mind,  his  courtly  manner,  his  genial 
and  ironic  spirit.  His  scholarship  is 
broad  and  accurate.  His  writings 
intrigue  me  —  for  they  have  the 
actinic  ray. 

But  even  so — to  quote  Horace — 
“Even  the  worthy  Homer  sometimes 
nods,”  and  the  able  Dr.  Goodloe 
really  nods  in  his  recent  article  as 
printed  in  our  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Methodist. 

He  was  discussing  some  rites  in 
the  Christian  Church  —  especially 
Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
Coasting  along  beautifully  about 
Baptism  being  the  door  for  admit¬ 
tance  into  the  church,  suddenly  he 
lost  control  and  skidded  off  into  a 
Baptist  pool!  I  now  have  the  timer- 
ity  to  rush  in  and  extricate  him. 

Like  a  recent  Secretary  of  In¬ 
terior  who  gave  away  precious  pub¬ 
lic  resources  Dr.  Goodloe  gives  a- 
way  some  Methodist  strongholds.  If 
you  listen  carefully  you  may  hear 
the  Baptists  chortling  and  beating 
young  S.M.U.  boys  over  the  head 
with  resounding  blows!  I  cannot 
let  this  go  unchallenged. 

He  begins  his  gratuitous  surrender 
with  a  beautiful  description  and 
analysis  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  one 
of  our  two  Sacraments — Baptism  be¬ 
ing  the  other.  So  far,  so  good — But! 

He  has  BOTH  Sacraments  repre¬ 
senting  and  symbolizing  the  same 
thing:  viz,  the  Death,  the  broken 
bread  and  poured  wine,  clearly, 
forcefully  and  adequately  portrays 
His  redemptive  sacrifice.  But  when 
He  instituted  the  Eucharist,  He  said 
nothing  about  Baptism  also  pictur¬ 
ing  it! 

And  Christ  was  very  insistent  a- 
bout  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  disciples 
were  not  to  go  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  and  baptize  until  they 
themselves  had  been  baptized  with 
the  Spirit.  (This  occurred  at  Pente¬ 
cost)  Even  John  the  Baptist,  very 
early  had  said  as  he  baptized  with 
water,  the  Christ  would  baptize 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  Most  often 
the  two  baptisms  are  mentioned  to¬ 
gether  —  connected  like  Siamese 
twins. 

Yet  our  good  Doctor  would  ig¬ 
nore  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
as  the  counterpart  of  the  water, 
and  have  the  Supper  AND  water 
baptism  Both  representing  the 
death,  burial  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  and  nothing  representing  the 
Holy  Spirit! 

Then,  to  give  verisimilitude  to  his 
figure,  the  versatile  Doctor  pictures 
the  going  “down  into”  the  water 
and  coming  “up  out  of”  as  facsimile 
of  Christ’s  Burial  and  Resurrection. 
Thus  our  scholarly  friend  exultantly 
claims  that  immersion  must  have 
Scriptural  Authority! 

Dr.  Goodloe  thinks  Paul  had  Im¬ 
mersion  in  mind  when  he  told  the 
Romans  (Rom.  6)  about  being 
buried  into  Christ  by  baptism.  But 
this  does  so  much  violence  to  the 

•Dr  Smith,  retired  member  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference,  is  Dean  Emeritus  of 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport. 


sublime  experience  Paul  had  in 
mind  it  were  almost  a  profanation 
to  speak  of  WATER  baptism  here! 
There’s  not  a  drop  of  water  in  one 
thousand  miles  of  Romans  sixth! 
It’s  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit — 
and  that  is  always  by  affusion! 

Even  if  we  should  condescend  to 
argue  about  mode  of  Baptism  here, 
we  note  that  this  Baptism  leaves  us 
“buried”.  We  were  buried  in  the 
act  of  baptism  and  still  are  in  that 
state  or  condition.  It  is  not  the  act 
of  Baptism  but  the  result  that  is 
described.  And  this  was  written  to 
Romans  who  never  had  seen  an  Im¬ 
mersion,  and  who  did  never  bury 
their  dead  but  cremated  them! 

Consider  also,  Immersion,  as 
practiced  in  baptism,  consists  of  two 
actions:  immersion  and  emersion. 
How  could  a  body  be  “buried”  if 
plunged  into  a  grave  and  immedi¬ 
ately  lifted  out? 

After  all — what  likeness  is  there 
between  Christ  dying  on  a  cross,  be¬ 
ing  buried  by  lying  on  a  shelf  of 
hewn  rock,  coming  out  by  God’s 
power — and  some  one  being  im¬ 
mersed  in  water  and  being  emersed 
by  the  strong  arm  of  a  man?  When 
already  we  have  a  perfect  sacra¬ 
ment,  appointed  by  the  Lord  Him¬ 
self  to  represent  His  death  et  al! 

Again,  our  ironic  Doctor  seems 
unaware  of  any  fine  distinctions  of 
the  GREEK  prepositions  as  record¬ 
ed  in  the  Gospels.  He  mixes  up 
epi,  en,  eis  and  apo,  indiscriminate¬ 
ly,  as  one  would  throw  dice  and 
accepts  without  blinking  an  eye  the 
fallacy  that  Jesus  was  immersed  by 
John  the  Baptist  in  Jordan! 

Our  esteemed  Doctor  says  that 
“They  (Jesus  and  John)  went  down 
into  the  water  .  .  .  and  they  came 
up  out  of  the  water”.  No  writer  in 
the  Bible  says  that!  He  must  be 
confusing  Philip  and  the  Eunuch 
with  John  and  Jesus!  Only  Jesus 
“went  down  into  and  came  out  of” 
and  He  DIDn’t!  Even  the  least  tyro 
in  Greek  would  know  that  the 
original  preposition  here  is  apo 
meaning  that  Jesus  came  immedi¬ 
ately  FROM  the  (exterior)  water— 
never  having  been  in  it!  (See  any 
new  version,  even  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  for  the.  truth  of 
this.) 

Nods  again  our  usually  careful 
Doctor  in  describing  Paul’s  baptism. 
He  has  Ananias  coming  in  and 
Preaching  to  Paul  about  “Right¬ 
eousness  and  judgement  and  things 
to  come”.  Look  at  the  three  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  in  Acts  9,  22  and  26 
and  see  if  you  can  find  a  word  of 
it. 

I  rejoice  to  add  that  Dr.  Goodloe 
correctly  has  Paul  being  baptized 
while  standing  erect,  as  the  an- 
arthrious  participle  (anastas)  clear¬ 
ly  states.  Here  is  one  man,  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  being  baptized  while  stand¬ 
ing  erect — which,  of  course  would 
make  immersion  impossible! 

This  was  the  same  Paul  who 
wrote  the  6th  Chapter  of  Romans! 
Remembering  how  he  himself  was 
baptized  and  writing  to  Romans 
who  never  buried  their  dead  but 
cremated  them;  could  he  have  in- 


To  Encourage  Renewal 
Of  Interest  In  Drama 

Providence,  R.  I. — (NC)  —  The 
premiere  here  recently  of  a  new 
play  has  launched  a  nationwide 
program  to  revive  church  interest  in 
the  drama. 

The  play  is  “The  Bloody  Tenet,” 
a  verse  drama  in  five  scenes  based 
on  the  story  of  Roger  William’s 
trial  and  expulsion  from  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Colony  in  1635  and  his 
search  for  religious  freedom. 

Author  of  the  play,  James  Sche- 
vill,  Berkeley,  Calif.,'  poet  and 
dramatist,  was  commissioned  to 
write  it  by  the  Commission  on 
Drama  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Providence  Cen¬ 
tral  Congregational  Church. 

The  premiere  performance  was 
presented  as  part  of  a  series  on  the 
church  and  the  arts  by  a  local  cast 
in  historic  Central  Congregational 
Church. 

Norris  Houghton,  New  York, 
Commission  chairman  and  producer 
of  the  Phoenix  Theater,  New  York, 
described  the  play  as  representative 
of  “that  renewal  of  interest  in 
Christianity  and  the  arts  which 
bears  promise  for  the  Church  and 
artist  alike.” 

He  said  it  is  the  first  of  several 
which  the  Commission  hopes  to 
sponsor  as  part  of  a  nation-wide 
program  “to  stimulate  church  in¬ 
terest  in  the  drama  as  a  means  of 
religious  expression.”  Copies  of  the 
play  will  be  made  available  to  local 
church  groups. 


Clergymen  Briefed 
On  Military  Life 

Washington,  D.  C. — (MI) — “I  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  is  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  our  country  that  such  a 
large  group  of  clergymen  of  the 
three  major  Faiths  has  ever  been 
assembled  to  concern  itself  exclu¬ 
sively  with  the  moral  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  American  soldier.  .  . 
Inasuch  as  75  per  cent  of  America’s 
young  men  are  passing  through  the 
military  establishment,  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  them  is  of  crucial  impor¬ 
tance  to  our  nation.” 

These  are  the  words  of  Major 
General  Robert  W.  Ward,  Com¬ 
manding  General  at  Fort  Dix,  New 
Jersey  addressed  to  450  clergymen 
attending  Annual  Clergy  Day  at  the 


vented  the  novel  idea  of  an  Im¬ 
mersion? 

There  is  much  more  I’d  like  to 
say  but  space  forbids.  Finally,  let 
me  add  I  have  written  hastily  and 
with  the  kindliest  feeling.  I  still 
have  great  admiration  for  Dr.  Good¬ 
loe  and  feel  that  he  too  wrote 
hastily  and  with  his  usual  desire  to 
be  more  than  fair  to  our  misguided 
immersion  friends. 


The  theme  for  Rural  Life  Sunday 
may  be,  “The  seed,  the  soil,  and  the 
sower.”  This  has  meaning  for  both 
the  city  dweller  and  the  farmer  on 
his  broad  fertile  acres.  More  and 
more  the  urban  churches  are  re¬ 
ceiving  great  spiritual  value  from 
this  special  day.  Some  churches  ex¬ 
tend  the  observance  to  the  church 
school  session  as  well  as  the  regular 
church  service  so  every  person, 
young  and  old,  may  gain  new  in¬ 
sight  into  the  Heavenly  Father’s  un¬ 
failing  care  and  our  dependence  on 
the  many  mysterous  forces  in  the 
world.  “The  insistence  of  some 
green  sprout  pushing  its  way 
through  the  cracks  in  the  asphalt 
of  city  pavement  speaks  as  elo¬ 
quently  of  God  and  growth  as  does 
a  waving  field  of  wheat.” 

The  weakness  of  the  rural  church 
has  in  many  instances  been  the 
failure  of  the  town  church.  They 
have  often  forgotten  each  other, 
even  as  neighbors.  Often  the  town 
church  has  been  unconscious  of  the 
ills  of  the  nearby  small  church;  like¬ 
wise,  the  rural  church  has  not  been 
deeply  concerned  about  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  its  members  who  moved  to 
the  nearby  town.  All  that  is  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  town  and  country 
churches  must  work  together  in  one 
common  program.  The  land  pro¬ 
duces  the  food,  fibre  and  fuel  nec¬ 
essary  for  all  alike. 

This  ,  year  the  printed  bulletin 
carries  a  complete  order  of  service 
prepared  by  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Alden 
of  New  Hampshire. 


Fort  on  April  18,  1956,  held  for 
Protestant,  Catholic,  and  Jewish 
clergymen. 

This  program,  a  type  which  has 
never  been  tried  before,  was  plan¬ 
ned  by  the  Command  Section  under 
Chaplain  John  R.  Connelly,  assist¬ 
ed  by  Methodist  Chaplain  William 
J.  Brown,  Chaplain  Louis  Barish, 
and  others. 

It  had  as  some  of  its  objectives: 
to  provide  evidence  of  the  military’s 
concern  for  the  moral  and  spiritual 
development  of  young  men,  to  pro¬ 
vide  closer  relationships  between 
the  clergy  and  Army  chaplains,  to 
enable  clergymen  to  see  an  actual 
day  in  the  life  of  a  soldier,  to  help 
clergymen  find  the  answers  to  the 
questions  parents  are  asking  about 
their  sons  in  military  service,  to 
enable  clergymen  to  examine  the 
religious  program  in  the  military 
service  and  give  an  objective  cri¬ 
tique.  , 

Churchmen  from  the  area  served 
by  Fort  Dix  were  invited  to  this 
program.  They  were  met  by  mili¬ 
tary  buses,  and  were  provided  with 
a  briefing  session,  tours  of  the  Pos 
and  various  activities,  and  inter¬ 
views  with  military  personnel. 

Methodist  Bishops  Fred  P.  Corson 
and  Frederick  B.  Newell  were  m- 
vited  and  sent  as  their  represen 
atives  Dr.  Leon  T.  Moore  and  v1, 
John  R.  McLaughlin,  Associate  Sec¬ 
retary,  Methodist  Commission  ° 
Chaplains. 
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Editor  Says 
Newspapers  Should 
Stress  Religion 

New  York — (RNS) — A  veteran 
editor  said  here  that  church  news 
ought  to  be  near  the  top  of  the  list 
of  human  activities  chronicled  in 
daily  newspapers. 

Oxie  Reichler,  editor  of  the  Yonk¬ 
ers  (N.Y.)  Herald  Statesman,  told 
the  National  Religious  Publicity 
Council  that  newspapers  “have  an 
opportunity  to  do  the  biggest  and 
most  sacred  job  assigned  to  the 
press  or  to  any  other  media.” 

“It  is  to  serve  the  needs  of  read¬ 
ers  more  fully,”  he  said,  “in  an  area 
of  mightiest  value  to  them — to  bring 
to  them  the  nearness  and  value  and 
validity  that  religion  has  to  offer.” 

Mr.  Reichler  spoke  at  a  press 
luncheon  arranged  by  the  NRPC  as 
part  of  its  27th  national  convention. 
Guests  included  church  editors  of 
newspapers  and  magazines  and  free 
lance  writers  on  religion. 

The  Yonkers  editor  called  upon 
newspapers  to  display  “the  nerve 
to  throw  out  the  interminable  col¬ 
umns  of  dull  bulletin  matter  from 
scores  of  churches,  and  to  replace 
these  deadly  soporifics  with  lively 
news  stories  that  take  more  than  a 
flood  of  identical  postcards  each 
week  from  the  clergy.” 

“Let’s  go  to  considerable  effort 
to  help  clergy  and  laity  to  help 
themselves  and  us  to  better  com¬ 
munications,”  he  said. 


N.  J.  Adventists  Give 
$275.14  Per  Capita 

Trenton,  N.  J. — (RNS) — New  Jer¬ 
sey  Seventh-day  Adventists  con¬ 
tributed  $275.14  per  capita  to  the 
Church  last  year,  the  highest 
amount  of  any  state  or  province  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  denomination. 

The  figure  was  reported  at  the 
20th  biennial  convention  here  of  the 
New  Jersey  Adventist  Conference. 

The  national  Adventist  average 
last  year  was  $173.94.  This  was  high 
enough  to  rank  Adventists  third  a- 
mong  all  denominations  in  per  cap¬ 
ita  giving. 

New  Jersey  Adventists  gave  an 
average  of  $154.68  in  tithes  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry  alone.  In 
addition,  they  contributed  an  aver¬ 
age  of  $120.46  for  missions,  special 
projects  (such  as  church  building 
and  renovation  and  schools),  and 
local  church  expense. 

The  report  here  contrasted  the 
$275.14  total  with  the  $48.95  aver¬ 
age  for  members  of  all  religious 
groups  throughout  the  country  re¬ 
ported  by  the  stewardship  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

“Our  members  are  not  wealthy 


STRONG  CHURCH, 
FAMILY  LIFE  HELD 
DEFENSE  KEYNOTE 

Baltimore,  Md. — (RNS) — Strong¬ 
er  church  and  family  life  were  em¬ 
phasized  as  a  keynote  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  defense  effort  by  Hugh  M. 
Milton  2d,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Army  for  manpower. 

Mr.  Milton,  a  retired  major  gen¬ 
eral  and  former  university  pres¬ 
ident,  spoke  before  250  persons  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Church¬ 
man’s  Club. 

“You  can  have  all  the  skill  in  the 
world  in  handling  (weapons)  .  .  . 
but  .  .  .  the  man  is  still  the  most 
valuable  resource,  and  you  can’t 
have  men,  real,  honest-to-God  men, 
unless  you  have  the  mother’s  knee 
and  the  church’s  altar,”  he  declared. 

Mr.  Milton  said  church  and  home 
life  are  particularly  important  be¬ 
cause  modern  war  “is  for  the  mas¬ 
tery  of  men’s  minds.” 

“It  doesn’t  end  at  the  battlefield 
as  it  did  in  World  War  I,”  he  said. 
“It  goes  on  to  the  prison  camps.” 
In  this  connection  he  cited  the 
Army’s  study  of  Communist  “brain¬ 
washing”  in  Korea. 


President  Gets  Appeal 
To  Abandon  H-Bomb 
Tests 

New  York — (RNS) — An  official 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation, 
national  religious  pacifist  organiza¬ 
tion,  urged  President  Eisenhower  to 
“assert  real  world  leadership  by 
seizing  the  moral  initiative  and 
abandoning”  scheduled  H-bomb 
tests. 

The  plea  was  made  in  a  letter  to 
the  President  by  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Swomley  Jr.,  executive  secretary  of 
the  FOR. 

He  asserted  that  Pope  Pius  XII 
and  Quaker  groups  had  made  sim¬ 
ilar  appeals  that  tests  of  atomic 
weapons  be  halted. 

Referring  to  the  wartime  A- 
bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagas- 
aka  as  “unatoned  atrocities,”  Mr. 
Swomley  said  subsequent  peacetime 
tests  of  thermonuclear  weapons  had 
done  inestimable  harm  to  hundreds 
of  innocent  persons. 


but  they  are  faithful  in  their  obli¬ 
gations  to  their  God  and  their 
Church,”  it  said.  “They  believe  in 
the  Biblical  admonition  to  tithe 
their  incomes  for  the  support  of 
the  Church.” 

The  1955  figure  was  the  highest 
in  the  history  of  the  New  Jersey 
Conference. 


WARNS  ON  ASIAN  MISSIONARY 
SITUATION 

New  Haven,  Conn. — (RNS) — America’s  missionary  as  well  as  its 
political  efforts  in  Asia  are  in  danger  of'  complete  breakdown  unless  they 
are  “thoroughly  revamped,”  Dean  Liston  Pope  of  Yale  University  School 
said  on  his  return  here  from  a  four-month  tour  of  16  Asiatic  and  Near 
East  nations. 

“On  the  political  front,  Russia  is  winning  nearly  everywhere,  especially 
since  she  adopted  her  new  policy  of  aid-without-strings,”  he  told  a  con¬ 
vocation  of  the  school’s  faculty  and  students.  “American  policy,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  nearly  everywhere  mistrusted  or  misinterpreted. 

“Meanwhile,  many  of  America’s  recent  religious  exports  to  Asia  might 


better  have  been  kept  at  home  where 


Urges  Sympathy  For 
China  Missionaries 

Hong  Kong — (RNS) — A  Swedish 
clergyman  who  recently  visited  the 
China  mainland  urged  missionaries 
here  to  be  more  sympathetic  with 
their  fellow  workers  in  that  Com¬ 
munist  country. 

The  Rev.  Gustav  Nystrom,  a  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Mission  Covenant  Church 
in  Sweden,  appealed  to  churchmen 
here  to  “leave  off  criticism  for  the 
time  being,  as  outside  missionaries 
don’t  know  the  problems  mission¬ 
aries  face  in  China.” 

He  added  that  “it  is  dangerous  to 
say  anything  about  China.”  How¬ 
ever,  he  reported  that  church  audi¬ 
ences  were  alert  “and  they  take 
down  notes  and  frequently  ask 
questions,  so  one  must  prepare  care¬ 
fully  what  he  wants  to  say  in 
church.” 

Generally,  Mr.  Nystrom  said,  con¬ 
ditions  in  China  for  Christians  were 
good. 

The  Swedish  clergyman  was  one 
of  two  officials  of  foreign  Churches 
who  attended  a  meeting  of  Prot¬ 
estant  leaders  in  Peiping  during 
March.  The  other  was  Lutheran 
Bishop  Rajah  B.  Manikam,  widely- 
known  Indian  Christian  leader. 

Their  presence  marked  the  first 
time  since  the  Communists  seized 
control  of  the  country  that  officials 
of  foreign  Churches  met  on  the 
mainland  with  Chinese  Christians. 

For  the  past  several  years  Chris¬ 
tians  in  China  have  had  virtually 
no  contact  with  outside  Churches 
and  ecumenical  bodies. 


House  Approves  "In 
God  We  Trust"  Motto 

Washington,  D.  C. — (RNS) — The 
House  approved  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  a  resolution  to  make  “In 
God  We  Trust”  the  official  motto 
of  the  United  States. 

Under  a  law  enacted  last  year 
“In  God  We  Trust”  must  appear  on 
all  currency  and  coins. 


we  are  accustomed  to  their  excesses.” 

The  theologian  made  it  clear  he 
was  referring  to  the  activities  of 
fundamentalist  groups. 

Dr.  Pope  warned  that  unless  mis¬ 
sionary  societies  “learn  to  share 
their  resources  of  money  and  per¬ 
sonnel  in  new  ways  more  accept¬ 
able  to  Asians,”  their  opportunity  to 
work  in  Asia  will  continue  to  de¬ 
cline.  He  said  that  conditions  in 
missionary  effort  are  “so  chaotic  the 
entire  missionary  enterprise  is  in 
need  of  redefinition.” 

Even  though  American  policies 
are  generally  mistrusted,  Dean  Pope 
said,  he  found  the  United  States 
itself  “generally  admired  and  imi¬ 
tated  and  Americans,  as  individuals, 
received  in  friendly  fashion  in  most 
places.” 

“Asia  is  rushing  pell-mell  into 
the  20th  century,”  the  theologian 
said.  “Political  ferment  is  the  most 
obvious  characteristic  of  the  East, 
but  the  Asians  are  on  their  way. 
The  old  picture  of  the  Orient  as  a 
changeless,  traditional  society  is  ut¬ 
terly  outmoded.  Everywhere  there 
is  bustle  and  vigor,  the  construction 
of  homes  and  shops,  the  reorgani¬ 
zation  of  life. 

“Meanwhile,  it  is  becoming  quite 
clear  that  friendship  is  not  for  sale 
and  that  the  approach  of  the  United 
States  to  the  new  nations  of  Asia 
needs  thorough  revamping.” 

In  every  one  of  these  new  nations, 
except  the  Philippines,  Christianity 
is  in  the  minority  “and  most  often 
a  very  small  minority,”  Dean  Pope 
stressed. 

“All  told,”  he  said,  “the  quanti¬ 
tative  results  of  150  years  of  mis¬ 
sionary  work  have  been  disappoint¬ 
ingly  small.  Since  the  end  of  the 
Second  World  War  and  the  liquida¬ 
tion  of  the  missionary  enterprise  in 
China,  unbelievable  confusion  has 
been  introduced  into  several  Asian 
countries  by  fundamentalist  sects 
from  America. 

“On  Taiwan  (Formosa)  alone 
more  than  60  religious  bodies — most 
of  them  representing  marginal 
American  sects — are  competing  with 
each  other.  Most  are  non-cooper¬ 
ative  in  the  extreme,  refusing  to 
undertake  joint  planning  or  pro¬ 
grams  with  any  other  group.” 


Baptists  Honor  Youth 


Sees  Upsurge  of  Religious  Interest  At  Universities 


Stanford,  Calif. — (RNS) — A  noted  Roman  Catholic 
theologian  said  here  there  was  an  upsurge  of  interest 
in  religion  at  American  universities  but  “actual  re¬ 
ligious  commitment”  was  about  the  same  as  during  the 
1920’s. 

The  Rev.  Gustave  Weigel,  S.  J.,  of  Woodstock  Col¬ 
lege,  Maryland,  lectured  at  Stanford  University. 

He  said  the  new  interest  in  religion  in  the  United 
States  was  “especially  palpable  on  college  campuses.” 
It  did  not  start  on  the  faculty  but  on  the  student  level, 
the  priest  added. 

“In  fact,  the  faculty  was  usually  embarrassed  at 
this  interest — not  hostile  but  embarrassed — and  so  the 
university  has  been  forced  to  bring  religion  on  the 
campus  formally,  where  before  the  students  had  to 


search  for  it  on  the  periphery,”  Father  Weigel  con¬ 
tinued. 

“Today  religion  is  respectable.  A  cultured  univer¬ 
sity  man  is  supposed  to  know  something  about  religion.” 

He  said  students’  minds  are  open  to  religious  in¬ 
quiry  but  expressed  doubt  that  there  was  a  great 
increase  in  religious  commitment. 

The  theologian  also  noted  that  Americans  were 
becoming  more  tolerant  towards  the  religion  of  others 
but  he  said  this  often  degenerated  into  religious  in¬ 
difference. 

On  college  campuses,  he  said,  such  indifference  is 
growing  because  the  universities  “give  hazy  answers” 
on  religious  questions  and  leave  the  students  to  find 
their  own  solutions. 


Greenfield,  Mass.  (RNS)  —  Some 
100  young  people  who  have  pledged 
themselves  to  full-time  Christian 
service  here  and  abroad  were  honor 
guests  at  the  ninth  annual  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Baptist  Youth  Fellowship 
convention  here. 

More  than  1,000  delegates  from 
300  Baptist  churches  in  the  state 
attended  the  gathering. 

Stanley  Mullen  of  Winchester, 
president  of  the  fellowship,  urged 
the  participants  to  take  the  lead  in 
forming  fellowship  prayer  groups 
throughout  the  state  and  thereby 
help  to  bring  about  “a  20  per  cent 
increase  in  decisions  for  Christ 
among  young  people.” 
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By  Chas.  A.  Wells 


eJtytore  On  ^he  c5f-(23omb  ^5 ests 

AS  we  have  suggested  before,  we  believe  it  is  high  time  that 
the  United  States  give  serious  consideration  to  the  elimi¬ 
nation  of  further  H-Bomb  tests.  Many  people  who  seriously 
believe  that  the  United  States  should  be  prepared  militarily  to  de¬ 
fend  itself  and  its  allies  also  feel  that  the  cause  of  world  peace  and 
international  relations  would  best  be  served  by  discontinuing  the 
practice  of  holding  these  periodic  tests  which  cannot  but  serve  to 
create  further  tension  among  friend  and  foe  alike. 

Sometime  ago  Soviet  leaders  suggested  that  East  and  West 
alike  drop  the  tests.  More  recently,  Thomas  E.  Murray,  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  and  who  ought 
to  know  what  all  is  involved,  called  for  the  discontinuing  of  the 
tests.  He  reasons  “The  bombs  we  now  have  in  hand  are  large 
enough.”  And  now,  Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  candidate  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  nomination  for  President,  has  added  his  voice  to  the  growing 
number  who  feel  that  if  the  United  States  is  to  maintain  its  place  of 
initiative  and  leadership  in  the  world,  it  should  lead  in  banning 
hydrogen  bomb  tests.  We  believe  he  is  right. 

Not  Either  Or  % But  5B oth  £And 

WE  have  heard  many  comments  within  recent  months  as  to 
what  course  Methodist  program  should  take  in  the  next 
few  years,  some  leaders  emphasizing  the  point  of  view 
that  the  time  has  come  for  Methodism  to  de-emphasize  its  concern 
for  spiritual  values.  General  Conference  delegates  and  other  church 
leaders  received  through  the  mail,  shortly  before  General  Confer¬ 
ence  convened,  an  urgent  appeal  for  Methodism  to  take  that  course 
during  the  next  quadrennium,  and  to  forget  about  the  social  im¬ 
plications  of  the  Gospel. 

We  have,  of  course,  faith  in  the  good  judgement  and  vision  of 
those  constituting  the  membership  of  the  General  Conference  now 
in  session  in  Minneapolis.  We  know,  for  example,  that  General 
Conference  delegates  feel  as  does  the  great  majority  of  Methodists, 
that  the  Gospel  of  Christ  challenges  the  very  best  that  is  in  every 
person,  both  to  become  more  spiritual  in  nature  and  to  put  the 
Gospel  in  practice  through  every  relation  in  life.  It  is  not  a  case 
of  emphasizing  either  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  Gospel  or  its  social 
implications,  but  a  case  of  acknowledging  that  both  spiritual  values 
and  social  relations  are  twin  handmaidens  of  the  Christian  faith. 

One  would  not  question  that  there  is  a  continuing  need  for 
deepening  the  spiritual  life  of  Methodists.  It  may  very  well  be  that 
the  emphasis  on  social  concerns  has  been  to  the  neglect  of  concern 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  Methodists.  What  is  needed  then  is  not 
the  lessening  of  social  emphasis  but  a  stepping  up  of  those  ap¬ 
proaches  to  church  program  which  will  lead  to  personal  enrichment 
of  life.  Methodism  must  not  lose  the  gains  it  has  made  through 
several  decades  of  developing  a  social  consciousness  among  its 
people. 

bishops  Recommend  Study  Of 
Jurisdictional  Structure 

AT  the  General  Conference  one  senses  on  every  side  the  in¬ 
tense  interest  existing  regarding  the  matter  of  segregation. 
While  there  are  extremists  in  evidence  on  both  sides  of 
the  question,  there  is  the  general  feeling  that  the  main  body  of 
delegates  will  approach  the  question  in  a  sensible,  practical,  real¬ 
istic  fashion  when  it  comes  to  the  conference  floor  for  discussion. 

The  section  of  the  Episcopal  Address  to  the  conference,  dealing 
with  the  question,  was  awaited  with  great  interest  by  all.  In  the 
address,  at  the  close  of  a  general  discussion  of  Christian  Brother¬ 
hood,  the  bishops  made  the  following  recommendation:  “The  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  therefore,  recommends  that  a  Commission  large 
enough  to  be  truly  representative  of  all  our  people  be  constituted 
by  the  General  Conference  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  juris¬ 
dictional  structure  of  the  church,  its  philosophy  and  its  effective¬ 
ness,  and  that  it  report  its  findings,  with  recommendations,  to  the 


BETTER  USE  THE  ROAD 


1960  session  of  the  General  Conference.  Through  this  medium,  we 
believe  that  a  way  can  be  charted  to  advance  the  church  steadily 
toward  the  fulfillment  of  the  Christian  imperative  for  racial  re¬ 
lations.” 

The  unusual  interest  of  the  conference  in  this  question  was  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  fact  that  the  only  applause  by  the  conference,  during 
the  two-hour  reading  of  the  address,  came  at  the  close  of  the  read¬ 
ing  of  this  recommendation.  While  many  shades  of  opinions  are 
expressed  in  the  numerous  memorials  the  conference  has  received 
on  this  question,  there  seems  to  be  the  general  feeling  that  some¬ 
thing  akin  to  what  the  bishops  recommend  will  be  the  action  of 
the  conference. 

The  Episcopal  Address  of  1956  will  rank  high  among  the  ad¬ 
dresses  given  at  General  Conferences  in  the  past  by  our  Bishops. 
This  address  recounted,  in  brief,  the  achievements  of  the  past  quad¬ 
rennium  with  an  evaluation  of  present-day  responsibilities,  the 
challenges  and  mission  of  the  church.  There  was  a  survey  of  the 
resources  of  the  church  —  its  people,  its  educational  and  evangelis¬ 
tic  program,  its  financial  strength  and  its  leadership. 

The  address  gave  a  preview  of  what  will  likely  be  the  major 
emphases  in  the  program  for  the  new  quadrennium  —  Christian 
Brotherhood,  World  Peace,  Human  Welfare,  Moral  Reform  and  the 
financial  undergirding  of  our  colleges  and  universities. 

Stfard  tyor  ^ hem  (<9 o  Understand 

THE  world  has  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  the  visit 
of  the  two  top  Soviet  leaders  to  England,  and  most  observers 
in  the  free  sections  of  the  world  were  not  too  greatly  suprised 
to  learn  that  the  Soviet  leaders  were  somewhat  disappointed  that 
their  reception  by  the  English  was  not  warmer  and  more  cordial. 

It  has  only  been  a  few  months  since  these  two  Soviet  leaders 
visited  in  the  Far  East  and  India.  During  that  excursion  everything 
possible  was  done  by  the  Soviet  leaders  to  weaken  the  English 
position  and  discredit  the  English  people.  One  could  hardly  have 
expected  the  English  people  to  knock  themselves  out  with  hospitali¬ 
ty  when  the  Soviet  leaders  came  to  visit  them  after  their  experience 
in  the  Far  East. 

What  is  even  clearer,  however,  is  the  apparent  unaware¬ 
ness  by  the  Soviet  leaders  of  what  it  takes  to  influence  people  who 
are  long  accustomed  to  the  experience  of  freedom.  Not  being  ac¬ 
customed  to  such  freedom  themselves,  these  leaders  are  learning 
that  people  who  know  freedom  and  who  have  access  to  news  and 
information  cannot  be  pushed  or  bullied  around. 
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Race  Relations  Major 


General  Conference  In 
Session  In  Minneapolis 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Joe  T.  Thompson,  Little  Rock  in¬ 
surance  executive,  was  reelected  to 
the  Council  on  World  Service  and 
Finance,  a  commission  on  which  he 
has  served  for  three  quadrenniums. 

Lud  Estes  Renamed  Secretary 

In  the  election  of  a  secretary  for 
the  Conference,  Dr.  Lud  H.  Estes, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  accorded  a 
high  honor.  Dr.  Estes  was  the  Unit¬ 
ing  Conference  (1939)  secretary  and 
has  been  secretary  of  the  four  suc¬ 
ceeding  General  Conferences.  He 
had  indicated  his  desire  to  retire 
from  the  position  inasmuch  as  he 
had  reached  his  retirement  age  since 
the  last  General  Conference.  How¬ 
ever,  rules  of  the  Conference  were 
suspended  and  he  was  elected  Sec¬ 
retary  for  the  1956  session,  his  term 
of  office  to  continue  until  January 
1,  1957,  during  which  period  he  wiil 
give  guidance  to  the  compiling  and 
editing  of  the  General  Conference 
Journal.  Dr.  Leon  T.  Moore,  Phila¬ 
delphia  Conference,  was  elected 
Secretary  to  succeed  Dr.  Estes  on 
January  1,  1957.  Dr.  Estes  is  well 
known  throughout  Arkansas. 

Episcopal  Address 

The  Episcopal  Address,  delivered 
on  Wednesday  evening,  by  Bishop 
Corson  compares  in  many  respects 
to  the  State  of  the  Union  Message 
by  the  President  of  the  ynited 
States  to  Congress.  The  Address  is 
the  collective  thought  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Council  of  Bishops.  Although 
prepared  by  one  of  its  number,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  spends  many 
hours  in  going  over  the  address 
preparatory  to  its  delivery  to  the 
Conference,  intending  that  it  shall 
reflect  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
thoughts,  positions  and  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  bishops. 

The  Episcopal  Address  is  printed 
in  its  full  text  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  and  will  later  be  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  1956  edition  of  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Discipline.  The  Address  this 
year  dealt  with  six  aspects  of  the 
life  and  work  of  the  Church:  I,  Con¬ 
cerning  the  Church  (definition, 
mood,  authority;)  II.  The  Church’s 
Mission;  III.  The  Church’s  Chal¬ 
lenge;  IV.  The  Church’s  Resources; 
V.  The  Church’s  Objectives;  VI. 
The  Church’s  Power.  This  address 
which  had  in  excess  of  20,000  words 
and  required  20  pages  of  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  to  carry  it  cov¬ 
ered  the  whole  panorama  of  Metho¬ 
dist  program  in  the  setting  of  the 
present  time,  its  past  achievements, 
its  present  challenges,  together  with 
the  urge  to  press  on  to  still  unat¬ 
tained  goals.  Observers  credit  it 
with  being  one  of  the  most  out¬ 
standing  of  such  addresses  ever  pre¬ 
sented  to  a  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Among  the  special  evening  pro¬ 
grams  which  have  been  held  during 
the  first  week  of  the  conference  ses¬ 
sion  were  the  Thursday  night  pro¬ 
gram  “HumaA  Relations  Night”  fea¬ 
turing  a  drama  “The  Prodigal 
World”  by  the  Boards  of  Temper¬ 
ance,  World  Peace,  and  Social  and 
Economic  Relations;  Stewardship 
and  Lay  Activities  Night  on  Friday 
evening;  and  Minnesota  Night  on 
Saturday  night  when  a  pageant, 
The  North  Star  Calls”  depicting 
100  years  of  Methodism  in  Minne- 
sota  was  presented. 

Among  the  early  items  of  busi- 
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Issue  At  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — (MI) — The  question 
of  racial  segregation  came  to  the 
floor  of  the  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  surprisingly  early  in  the 
sessions.  It  had  been  anticipated 
that  the  subject  of  the  Central  (all- 
Negro)  Jurisdiction  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  would  be  one  of  the  major 
controversial  issues  to  come  before 
the  conference,  but  few  anticipated 
that  it  would  come  so  early. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Wednesday 
morning  business  session,  Dr.  Har¬ 
old  A.  Bosley,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Evanston,  Ill.,  offered  a 
resolution  calling  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  by  this  conference  of  a  com¬ 
mission,  (a)  “to  review  the  philoso¬ 
phy  of  the  jurisdictional  system  as 
an  instrument  of  unity  in  the 
church;  (b)  to  ascertain  the  effects 
of  the  jurisdictional  system  on  the 
separate  jurisdictions  and  on  the 
church  as  a  whole;  (c)  to  evaluate 
the  place  of  the  jurisdictional  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  future  of  The  Methodist 
Church  and  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  based  on  its  findings.” 

The  Rev.  G.  Stanley  Frazier  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  offered  a 
resolution  similar  to  the  Bosley 
recommendation,  which  would  cre¬ 
ate  a  commission  “to  study  the  jur¬ 
isdictional  system  of  The  Methodist 
Church.”  It  would  be  composed  of 
90  members — an  equal  number  of 
ministers  and  laymen  from  each  of 
the  six  jurisdictions,  and  would  re¬ 
view  all  resolutions  and  memorials 
pertaining  to  the  place  or  structure 
of  any  jurisdiction  within  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

While  debate  on  the  issue  was  not 
permissible,  since  the  resolutions 
were  presented  for  referral  to  com¬ 
mittee,  it  is  expected  that  the  find¬ 
ings  of  the  committee  will  occasion 
long  discussion  when  submitted  to 
the  conference,  probably  the  second 
week. 


ness  which  the  conference  consid¬ 
ered  were  several  resolutions  con¬ 
cerning  race  relations  in  Methodism, 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  var¬ 
ious  committees  for  recommenda¬ 
tion  at  a  later  time  in  the  conference 
sessions.  The  conference  began  con¬ 
sideration  on  Friday  of  the  new 
quadrennial  program,  the  main 
points  of  which  have  been  discussed 
from  time  to  time  in  this  publica¬ 
tion.  Final  determination  of  the 
program  had  not  been  determined 
at  the  time  of  this  writing  but  it 
seems  apparent  that  in  the  main 
the  program  as  presented  will  be 
adopted.  The  program  calls  for  four 
years  of  emphasis  on  strengthening 
the  work  of  the  local  church,  and 
increasing  support  financially  of 
Methodism’s  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties. 

Other  items  of  business  of  interest 
included  the  report  of  Methodism’s 
Commission  on  Promotion  and  Cul¬ 
tivation,  and  the  Advance  Program, 
on  Saturday,  the  publications  report 
on  Monday,  and  the  India  Centen¬ 
nial  presentation  on  Tuesday. 

Several  ministers  and  one  laymen 
from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
spoke  in  churches  in  the  Minneapo¬ 
lis  Area  on  Sunday.  These  included 
Bishop  Martin,  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen, 
Jonesboro;  Charles  A.  Stuck,  Jones¬ 
boro;  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Conway, 
and  Rev.  D.  Mouzon  Mann,  McGe- 
hee. 

Delegates  and  visitors  from  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  honored 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  with  a  din¬ 
ner  on  Wednesday  evening,  5:30,  at 
the  Francis  Drake  Hotel. 


President  Eisenhower's  Greetings  to  General  Conference 

To  all  who  will  participate  in  the  forthcoming  Methodist  General  Conference, 
I  extend  warm  greetings.  I  am  confident  this  meeting,  which  brings  together 
delegates  from  the  United  States  and  many  other  nations,  will  strengthen  inter¬ 
national  good  will  and  increase  understanding  among  people  of  varying  back¬ 
grounds.  I  congratulate  all  of  you  on  your  continuing  work  for  these  causes 
and  for  the  furtherance  of  human  well-being  in  your  home  communities.  And  I 
wish  each  of  you  well  in  such  endeavors  through  the  years  to  come. 

Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 


Human  Relations  Boards  Report 
To  Conference 


Temperance  Board 
Reports  Program 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — “Alcoholism 
has  become  the  nation’s  number  two 
health  problem,  case-wise,”  a  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  official  said  here  to¬ 
day. 

Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance, 
said  “alcoholism  is  now  three  times 
as  prevalent  as  tuberculosis,  five 
and  one-half  times  as  prevalent  as 
cancer,  and  one  hundred  times  as 
prevalent  as  polio.” 

Dr.  Hooton  cited  the  comparisons 
in  his  board’s  quadrennial  report  to 
the  legislative  General  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Church. 

He  said  the  sum  spent  on  alcohol 
would  support  the  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  program  for  112  years.  “Add 
the  related  costs  of  crime,  hospit¬ 
alization,  law  enforcement  and  in¬ 
dustrial  loss,  and  we  would  have 
enough  money  to  support  our  mis¬ 
sions  for  500  years,”  Dr.  Hooton  de¬ 
clared. 

The  temperance  board  is  continu¬ 
ing  its  sponsorship  of  special  con¬ 
sultations  on  pastoral  care  for  alco¬ 
holics,  Dr.  Hooton  reported,  bring¬ 
ing  together  key  professors  from 
Methodist  seminaries,  psychiatrists, 
physicians  and  hospital  administra¬ 
tors. 

He  urged  churchwide  support  of 
the  board’s  efforts  in  behalf  of 
“drunkometer”  tests,  alcohol  adver¬ 
tising  bans,  bills  to  outlaw  the  serv¬ 
ing  of  liquor  on  airplanes,  and  state- 
sponsored  rehabilitation  clinics  for 
alcoholics. 

Another  trend,  he  said,  is  “the 
growing  concern  of  non-church 
members  and  organizations  .  .  . 
newspapers,  radio  and  television, 
and  our  popular  magazines  reflect 
this  search  and  concern  as  they 
grope  for  answers  to  an  expanding 
social  menace.” 

The  board  has  just  completed  a 
color  motion  picture,  “Far  From 
Alone,”  dealing  with  numerous  as¬ 
pects  of  the  alcohol  situation,  Dr. 
Hooton  reported.  More  than  2,500 
Methodists  contributed  to  a  fund  to 
finance  the  film. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  is  president  of  the  tem¬ 
perance  board. 

Church's  Newest 
Board  Reports - 

Reporting  as  The  Methodist 
Church’s  newest  board  created  by 
the  1952  General  Conference,  the 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations  gives  an  account  of  its  work 
in  the  highly  controversial  areas  of 
economic  life,  race  relations  and 
civic  and  social  welfare. 

The  board’s  first  report  submitted 
to  the  1956  General  Conference, 
meeting  in  Minneapolis,  states  the 
conviction  that: 

“Social  issues  go  to  the  heart  of 
our  faith  as  well  as  the  roots  of 


Peace  Board 
Salutes  UN 

“A  church  that  accepts  the  Prince 
of  Peace  as  its  Lord,  should  be  un¬ 
failing  in  its  devotion  to  the 
achievement  of  peace,”  the  Board 
of  World  Peace  said  in  its  quad¬ 
rennial  report  to  the  1956  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Minneapolis. 

“Peace  is  not  a  Utopia,”  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Charles  F.  Boss,  Jr.  of  Chicago 
(740  Rush  srteet),  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Peace  Board,  declared  in 
his  report.  “It  is  not  something 
which  governments  can  automati¬ 
cally  hand  out  to  peoples.  It  is  an 
on-going  process  of  creating  the 
universal  will  to  peace,  the  social 
and  economic  conditions  of  peace, 
and  the  international  organization 
for  peace.” 

The  report  pays  tribute  to  the 
work  of  the  United  Nations  and 
points  out  that  the  board  has  spon¬ 
sored  and  arranged  numerous  sem¬ 
inars  at  the  UN  for  ministerial  and 
lay  groups  from  various  conferences 
in  the  church. 

The  Methodist  Church,  the  report 
points  out,  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  denomination  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  Board  whose  specific  purpose 
is  “addressed  to  the  problems  which 
must  be  solved  in  the  achievement 
of  world  peace,  and  which  gives 
full  time  to  educating  and  guiding 
its  people  toward  this  end.” 


human  needs.  Christians  have  an 
imperative  to  be  concerned  about 
people.  Whenever  the  life  of  an 
individual  or  a  group  is  being 
touched,  especially  on  the  moral  and 
spiritual  levbl,  the  church  has  re¬ 
sponsibility  .  .  .  though  we  make  no 
claims  to  unity  on  a  specific  set  of 
solutions,  we  hope  to  give  leader¬ 
ships  which  will  stimulate  the 
church  in  the  churning,  creative 
process  of  widening  the  areas  of 
freedom  and  justice.” 

Among  the  tools  produced  by  the 
board  and  reported  to  the  General 
Conference  are:  a  Social  Action 
Primer  entitled  “The  Modern  Sam¬ 
aritan,”  a  sound  film  on  civil  liber¬ 
ties  entitled,  “The  Sound  of  a  Stone” 
and  several  pamphlets  on  civil  lib¬ 
erties,  the  Social  Creed  and  vital 
issues  of  the  day. 

In  the  field  of  race  relations,  the 
board  reports  studies  and  workshops 
in  interracial  relations  which  have 
borne  fruit  in  grants  from  the  Fund 
for  the  Republic  for  $25,000  to  ex¬ 
tend  such  work  and  “to  pioneer  in 
new  types  of  racial  projects.” 

Other  projects  supported  by  the 
board  include  interracial  workshops 
for  youth  in  the  summer  and  as¬ 
sistance  to  the  Ministers-in-Indus- 
\  try  program  led  by  one  of  the 
board’s  member,  the  Rev.  Emerson 
Smith,  at  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology. 

The  Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward  of  Chi¬ 
cago  is  executive  secretary  of  the 
board,  and  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke, 
Pittsburgh,  is  board  chairman. 
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NEW  LIBRARIAN  AT  CENTENARY 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 
Youth  Assembly 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Youth  Assembly  is  to  be  held  on 
the  Hendrix  Campus,  June  5-9,  with 
registration  beginning  at  10:00  a.m. 

The  Assembly  this  year  is  being 
planned  with  the  sub-district  of¬ 
ficers  and  local  church  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  presidents  in 
mind.  All  space  not  taken  by  these 
groups  by  May  15,  will  be  open  to 
any  young  person  ages  16-23. 

Provision  is  also  being  made  for 
adult  workers  with  youth,  who  find 
it  possible  to  attend.  More  and 
more  the  leadership  of  the  church 
recognizes  that  the  future  of  youth 
work  depends  upon  adult  leader¬ 
ship. 

Our  office  will  be  glad  to  provide 
all  interested  persons  with  enroll¬ 
ment  cards.  Please  write  our  office 
at  once  for  the  number  of  enroll¬ 
ment  cards  needed. 

There  is  a  $2:00  pre-registration 
fee  required  upon  pre-registration. 

Vacation  School  Institutes  Held 

One  or  more  Vacation  Church 
School  institutes  have  been  held  in 
the  districts  of  the  conference  with 
the  exception  of  one  district.  That 
district  is  planning  for  an  institute 
at  an  early  date.  Many  of  these  in¬ 
stitutes  report  good  attendance  and 
splendid  interest. 

Young  Adult  Conference 

The  Young  Adult  Council  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference,  under 
the  leadership  of  Harold  Davidson 
of  North  Little  Rock,  is  planning 
for  a  conference-wide  meeting  of 
young  adults,  to  be  held  on  the 
Hendrix  Campus,  June  9  and  10. 

The  program  is  to  begin  at  4:00 
p.m.  on  June  9  and  be  concluded 
by  4:00  p.m.,  June  10.  Registration 
will  begin  at  3:00  p.m.  on  June  9. 

While  there  is  no  pre-registration 
fee  required,  we  are  asking  that  our 
office  be  notified  as  to  the  number 
planning  to  attend  from  a  local 
church.  This  is  necessary  in  order 
to  provide  for  meals  for  the  group. 

New  Training  Record 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
has  already  reached  a  new  training 
record  this  conference  year.  Last 
year  reported  the  largest  number 
of  course  cards  ever  issued  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference,  a  total 
of  3,434.  Already  this  conference 
year  the  total  in  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  by  April  20  was 
3,488.  A  number  of  schools  are  yet 
to  be  reported  for  April  and  other 
schools  will  be  held  in  May. 

This  large  number  has  been  made 
possible  in  a  big  way  by  the  large 
number  of  one-unit  schools  held  in 
local  churches.  More  and  more  our 
ministers  are  conducting  their  own 
training  program.  This  is  as  it 
should  be,  since  the  minister  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  program  in  his  local  church. 

The  outstanding  emphasis  in  the 
training  program  this  year  has  been 
the  missionary  course  on  The  Chris- 


VACATION  SCHOOL 
COACHING  CONFERENCE 

The  Pine  Bluff  District  Vacation 
Church  School  Coaching  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  Lakeside  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Pine  Bluff  Thursday, 
April  19.  One  hundred  forty-seven 
persons  registered  for  the  confer¬ 
ence. 

After  a  devotional  service  by  Rev. 
George  Kerr,  pastor  of  Hawley 
Methodist  Church,  Pine  Bluff  and 
introductions  by  Dr.  Arthur  Terry, 
district  superintendent,  the  confer¬ 
ence  broke  up  into  groups. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Price  of  Good  Faith 
led  the  Nursery  Workers.  Mrs.  Hol¬ 
lis  Haley  of  England  directed  the 
Kindergarten  group.  The  Primary 
Department  was  under  the  dual 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Larry  Barnes 
and  Mrs.  Martha  Adams  of  De  Witt. 
Mrs.  Harould  Scott  of  England 
coached  the  Junior  Department 
workers. 

Lunch  was  served  at  noon  by  Cir¬ 
cle  7  of  Lakeside,  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Kesterson,  chairman.  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Bates  was  an  official  visitor^ — Re¬ 
porter 


THREE  SUGGESTED 
PIECES  OF  MATERIAL 
ON  SOCIAL  ISSUES 

The  Department  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Adults  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  works  on  the 
assumption  that  a  program  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  of  adults  has  its 
roots  in  the  needs  of  adults.  One  of 
the  needs  is  to  know  how  to  plan 
and  accomplish  desired  results  in 
relation  to  social  issues. 

To  assist  adults  to  meet  their 
responsibility  as  Christian  citizens 
the  department  suggests  the  use  of 
three  pieces  of  material: 

1.  Questions  for  Christians  in 
1956.  A  challenge  to  Christians  as 
citizens,  with  a  series  of  questions 
related  to  six  issues  before  the 


tian  Mission  in  a  Revolutionary 
World. 


Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin  has  recently 
been  certified  for  the  course  on  The 
Meaning  of  Methodism. 

Dr.  James  S.  Upton  has  recently 
been  certified  for  the  course  on 
Pauli  Letters  to  Local  Churches. 

Another  Coaching  Conference 

Another  coaching  conference  was 
held  April  19  and  20,  being  conduc¬ 
ted  on  the  Hendrix  Campus,  using 
the  course  on  The  Life  of  Jesus. 

Twenty  persons  took  part  in  this 
coaching  conference.  They  were  as 
follows.  E.  J.  Holifield;  Ben  F-  Jor¬ 
dan;  James  Clemons;  James  Flem¬ 
ing;  Earl  Carter;  Byron  McSpad- 
den;  Miss  Iris  Bell;  Charles  Casteel; 
Pryor  R.  Cruce;  William  Hightower; 
James  Major;  Robert  Simpson;  Wil¬ 
liam  Stewart;  Robert  Paul  Sessions; 
Charles  P.  McDonald;  Arnold  Simp¬ 
son;  Worth  Gibson;  William  Wilder, 
Archie  N.  Boyd,  and  Ira  A.  Brum¬ 
ley. 

This  was  the  third  in  series  of 
coaching  conferences  held  this  con¬ 
ference  year.  The  results  of  these 
coaching  conferences  have  been 
very  satisfactory. 


Church  and  Public 
School  Relations 

“Interest  in  the  Church  and  Pub¬ 
lic  School  Relations  is  developing 
within  The  Methodist  Church.'” 

This  was  one  of  the  emphasis  in 
the  report  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  J. 
Van  Loon  to  the  General  Board  of 
Education  that  met  in  Cincinnati 
last  January. 

Mr.  Van  Loon  has  headed  this 
work  of  the  Board’s  Division  of 
the  Local  Church  since  it  was  be¬ 
gun  in  the  fall  of  1954. 

Evidence  of  interest  is  shown  by 
the  following: 

12,000  copies  of  the  Statement  on 
Church  and  Public  School  Relations 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Education 
in  1955  have  been  dis  t  r  ibuted 
throughout  the  church. 

10,000  copies  of  the  statement,  We 
Believe  in  the  Weekday  Church 
School,  and  an  equal  number  of  re¬ 
prints  of  the  article,  “Religion  for 
Public  School  Pupils,”  have  been 
made  available  for  conference  exec¬ 
utive  secretaries. 

Treatments  of  religion  and  public 
education  will  appear  in  Methodist 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


voters  in  1956.  Order  from  the 
Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee.  Free. 

2.  A  Political  Action  Handbook. 
How  to  be  an  effective  citizen  in 
relation  to  local  and  national  is¬ 
sues;  how  to  work  on  national  leg¬ 
islation;  how  a  bill  becomes  a  law; 
how  to  contact  legislators.  Order 
from  Friends  Committee  on  Nat- 
i  o  n  a  1  Legislation,  Washington  2, 
D.C.,  Price,  10  cents. 

3.  Register  Christian  Opinion!  A 
Congressional  directory  to  aid  in 
legislative  action  in  1956.  Order 
from  the  Board  of  World  Peace,  740 
Rush  Street,  Chicago  11,  Illinois, 
Price,  10  cents. 


GEORGE  B.  DAVIS 


Effective  in  September,  George 
B.  Davis,  librarian  at  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Providence,  R.I.,  since 
1952,  will  head  the  library  staff  at 
Centenary  College. 

Dean  Leroy  Vogel  said  Davis 
will  hold  the  rank  of  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  in  modern  languages  and  will 
be  permitted  to  teach  his  specialty, 
French,  if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  He 
will  replace  Dr.  John  Willingham, 
who  has  been  serving  as  acting  li¬ 
brarian  on  a  temporary  basis  since 
the  death  of  Miss  Mary  Frances 
Smith  last  February.  Dr.  Willing¬ 
ham  will  return  to  his  duties  as 
associate  professor  of  English. 

The  new  librarian  holds  the  BA 
degree  from  Union  College,  Schen¬ 
ectady,  N.  Y.,  and  the  MA  degree 
from  Oberlin  College,  Ob  e  r  1  i  n , 
Ohio.  He  now  is  completing  his  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  doctorate  at 
Brown.  He  also  has  done  graduate 
work  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Paris. 

At  Brown,  he  has  had  experience 
in  the  reference,  circulation  and 
catalog  departments  of  the  library. 


Weldon  Class  Has  Easter  Program 


The  Int  ermediate 
Class  of  the  Weldon 
Sunday  School  gave  a 
program  on  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  morning  under  the 
direction  of  the  teacher 
of  the  class,  Mrs.  James 
Shoffner. 

The  worship  table  was 
draped  with  a  white 
cloth  with  the  picture 
of  Christ,  the  open  Bible 
and  the  cross  in  the 
background.  Mrs.  Mann 
Shoffner  played  quiet 
music,  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
and  following  the  music 
Edward  Tiner,  Glenn 
Wood  and  Patsy  Hollis 
read  the  story  of  the 
crucifixion  and  the  res¬ 
urrection  from  the  Bible 
while  the  choir  in  the 
background  sang  “Were 
You  There?” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Stockman 


LIVING  MY  OWN  LIFE 


My  career  as  a  minister  began  during  World  War  I.  It  was  my 
privilege  during  the  first  year  of  my  ministry  to  speak  in  a  number  of 
army  camps.  When  I  went  to  a  camp  I  frequently  asked  the  chaplains  if 
thevhadMysuggestions  which  might  guide  me  in  my  messages.  As  I 
recall,  several  of  them  replied  to  this  effect:  “No,  we 
have  no  special  suggestions,  except  that  we  think  it 
better  to  avoid  the  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  because 
it  has  been  overworked  around  here.” 

Perhaps  that  experience  gave  me  a  mind  set  against 
the  use  of  our  Lord’s  most  familiar,  and  probably  most 
forceful,  parable.  It  is  so  well  known  we  assume  noth¬ 
ing  can  be  said  about  it.  We  also  assume  it  is  needed 
only  where  temptations  are  lurid  and  life  is  rough. 

But  is  there  not  another  version  of  the  Parable  of 
the  Prodigal  Son,  one  which  comes  home  to  us  in  our 

— - —  comfortable  homes  and  arouses  us  in  our  conventional 

churches?  Do  prodigals  always  fit  the  pattern  of  youth  reeling  through 
riotous  indulgences  and  ending  in  rags  among  swineherds?  I  believe  there 
is  another  version  relevant  to  our  time. 


Let  us  begin  by  giving  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  to  the  motives  of  that 
younger  son.  Maybe  he  was  not  just  a  ne’er-do-well,  a  care-free,  pleasure- 
loving  spendthrift.  Maybe  he  left  his  father’s  house  because  he  reasoned 
something  like  this:  “I  cannot  live  my  own  life  around  here.  My  elder 
brother  is  different  from  me.  He  is  prim  and  he  fits  this  settled  conven¬ 
tional  life.  I  want  to  be  myself  and  live  my  own  life.” 

This  longing  to  get  away  where  we  can  be  ourselves  is  not  limited  to 
prodigals.  No  doubt  many  of  us  have  had  the  feeling  at  times  that  our 
home  environment  kept  us  from  being  ourselves.  I  can  understand  how 
many  young  persons  become  impatient  to  get  out  from  under  the  parental 


rooftree  and  to  be  independent.  And  I  understand  how  young  people 
often  desire  to  get  away  from  the  conventional  living  into  which  we  adults 
tend  to  settle,  with  its  round  of  repetitious  trifles,  its  cult  of  social  com¬ 
parisons,  its  sometimes  stuffy  traditions,  its  frequent  use  of  polite  in¬ 
sincerities  to  cover  up  real  feelings.  The  healthy  young  person  want  to  be 
real.  And  sometimes  he  feels  he  must  get  out  on  his  own  in  order  to  be 
himself. 

But  note  what  the  “prodigal  son”  did.  The  gospel  record  is  that  he 
said  to  his  father,  “Give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that  falleth  to  me.” 
Shortly  thereafter  he  took  his  journey  into  a  far  country  and  there  wasted 
his  substance  with  riotous  living,  until  he  began  to  be  in  want  and  joined 
himself  to  a  swineherder. 

Thus  his  fling  at  living  his  own  life  in  utter  freedom  did  not  last  long. 
His  unrestrained  license  ended  in  a  new  bondage. 

Man  has  an  animal  nature  but  he  is  not  meant  to  run  wild.  The  person 
who  cuts  loose  from  all  restraints  and  does  just  what  he  pleases  is  not 
long  pleased  with  what  he  does.  As  a  self-indulgent  young  fellow  put  it, 
“We  took  what  we  wanted  until  we  no  longer  wanted  what  we  took.” 

Last  summer  I  sat  in  the  Palais  Royale  where  John  Howard  Payne 
is  said  to  have  written  “Home,  Sweet  Home”.  At  the  time  Payne  wrote 
his  song,  that  was  the  gayest  night  spot  in  Paris.  There  is  something  in 
human  nature  which  makes  the  foot-loose  and  fancy-free  globetrotter  feel 
that,  “Be  it  ever  so  humble,  there’s  no  place  like  home.”  The  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  home  may  sometimes  irk  us,  but  the  time  comes  when  we  yearn  for 
them. 

There  is  something  in  human  nature  which  makes  the  retired  business¬ 
man  long  to  be  back  in  harness.  Something  that  makes  grandparents  look 
back  nostalgically  to  the  days  when  their  children  were  little  and  their 
hours  were  long.  Yes,  our  animal  natures  are  made  for  harnessing. 

Are  we  feeling  a  bit,  fed  up  with  routine  tasks  and  responsibilities? 
Maybe  we  need  a  vacation.  But,  remember,  we  can’t  cut  loose  from  it  all 
and  long  be  happy.  When  we  throw  off  all  the  burdens  we  bear  for  others, 
we  become  a  burden  to  ourselves. 


The 
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Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader 
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North  Arkansas  Conference 

“WILLING  TO  CONTENT  THE  PEOPLE” 

This  summer  we’ll  hear  a  lot  about  the 
“people”.  Office-seekers  will  use  the  term  both 
sincerely  and  hypocritically  as  they  seek  votes 
for  themselves  or  for  their  causes.  It’s  a  sad 
commentary  on  the  mental  processes  of  a  lot  of 
the  voters,  but  many  of  them  will  be  content  to 
hear  the  sugar-coated  words,  “The  People’s 
Choice”,  or  “The  People’s  Friend”,  or,  “I  want 
to  please  the  people”.  Unfortunately,  too  many 
of  “the  people”  will  be  overworking  their  vocal 
chords  instead  of  their  brains  when  the  time 
comes  to  choose  the  best  man  for  the  office. 

But  this  is  not  a  new  condition  by  any 
means.  As  long  as  there  have  been  thoughtless 
people  and  selfish,  ambitious  political  leaders, 
the  evil  of  this  sort  has  been  the  result.  Take 
Pontius  Pilate,  for  instance.  He  wasn’t  too  strong 
with  the  party  headquarters  at  Rome.  He  had 
not  turned  enough  taxes  into  the  royal  treasury, 
and  there  had  been  too  many  disturbances 
among  the  Jews.  Therefore,  Mr.  Pilate  was  in 
the  political  doghouse.  Probably  that  is  the  rea¬ 
son  why  he  did  not  have  the  courage  to  release 
Jesus  that  fateful  Friday  long  ago.  He  even 
admitted  that  he  found  no  evil  in  the  Master! 
What  insight!  But  he  did  not  know  what  to  do 
because  “The  People”  seemed  to  want  Jesus 
crucified. 

Was  it  really  “The  People”?  Did  Bartemaeus, 
whom  Jesus  had  healed,  want  Him  crucified? 
Did  the  ten  lepers  want  it  done?  Did  those 
cripples  who  were  made  to  walk  by  the  touch  of 
the  Master,  want  to  see  him  hang  from  a  tree? 
What  about  the  women  who  had  been  forgiven 
from  their  sins;  were  they  in  the  mob?  One  can’t 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  all  the  people  want¬ 
ed  Jesus  killed.  But  Pilate  wanted  to  “content 
the  people”.  After  all,  what  could  a  fellow  do  in 
such  a  case? 

Many  Christians  have  been  swayed  by  what 
they  thought  “The  People”  were  doing.  Every¬ 
one  drinks  socially,  so  why  don’t  we?  A  little 
harmless  25c  poker  game?  Why,  everybody’s 
doing  it.  Let’s  go.  All  our  friends  will  be  there 
'  ■  •  Maybe  we  are  falling  for  the  same  deception; 
for  the  devil  wins  most  of  his  converts  when  he 
oan  make  it  seem  that  all  the  people  are  doing 
something.  The  mouth  will  never  be  a  good  sub¬ 
stitute  for  the  voice  of  God  in  one’s  heart.  It 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  CONSERVATIONIST’S 
CREED 

We  Christians  recognize,  with  the  scientist, 
that  there  is  a  unity  of  dependence  between  men 
and  everything  else,  animate  or  inanimate,  that 
exists  upon  and  within  the  earth.  We  recognize, 
also,  that  all  life  upon  earth  depends  upon  the 
laws  and  purposes  which  God,  the  Creator  of 
the  universe,  has  established.  We  Christians  be¬ 
lieve  that  in  God’s  revelation  of  himself  through 
Jesus  Christ,  we  have- our  best  insights  into 
God’s  purposes  and  into  God’s  plan  for  the  liv¬ 
ing,  individually  and  collectively,  of  our  life  up¬ 
on.  earth. 

We  believe,  as  we  have  been  taught  by 
Jesus  Christ  and  as  we  have  learned  from  the 
experiences  of  the  human  race  upon  earth,  that 
God,  the  Creator,  is  the  owner  of  the  earth;  that 
he  has  given  man  the  use  of  the  earth,  to  tend 
it  and  to  care  for  it — “have  dominion  over  it.” 
But  also  we  believe  that  as  individuals  and  as 
nations  we  are  caretakers  and  stewards  of  the 
earth  for  the  use  and  good  of  all  God’s  people; 
that  God  has  set  no  geographic  or  racial  barriers 
to  deny  any  of  his  children  a  share  in  his  wealth. 
In  this  belief  we  re-affirm  the  Fatherhood  of 
God,  the  brotherhood  of  all  men,  and  the  un¬ 
failing  bounty  of  seed,  and  rain,  and  harvest 
through  which  God  wopks  with  man  and  for 
man. 

We  believe  that  it  is  the  moral  responsibility 
of  both  individual  and  of  nation  to  use  and  to 
preserve  and  conserve  the  soil  of  the  good  earth 
(during  the  few  years  of  our  lifetime  upon  it) 
so  that  all  men  now  living  shall  have  a  fair 
share  of  God’s  bounty,  and  that  the  soil  (from 
which  come  largely  all  our  physical  necessities) 
may  be  transferred  to  our  children  and  to  future 
generations  in  all  the  fullness  and  wealth  with 
which  we  received  it. 

We  recognize  that  deep  within  the  earth,  and 
in  the  air,  and  in  the  sea  there  are  great— and 
even  many  unknown— wealths.  These  and  the 
skills  for  their  use,  we  believe,  God  has  estab¬ 
lished  for  man’s  service  and  good.  Because  they 
are  part  of  God’s  creation,  and  man  is  but  the 
steward  of  them  for  God,  they  are  not  to  be 


may  not  always  be  the  most  popular  course  to 
try  following  God,  but  it  will  be  a  lot  safer  than 
trying  merely  “to  content  the  people”. 


wasted,  but  used  as  may  be  required,  and  con¬ 
served  and  nurtured  for  yet  unborn  billions. 
While  the  good  that  is  in  and  upon  the  earth 
and  the  universe  is  tremendously  plentiful,  the 
supply  is  not  inexhaustible,  and  therefore  must 
not  be  wasted. 


With  this  as  the  creed  or  religious  basis  of 
the  Christian,  his  problem  then  becomes  one  of 
applying  it  to  a  thousand  situations  that  arise 
on  every  hand.  There  is  no  rule  of  thumb  by 
which  one  can  answer  yes  or  no  to  any  question 
in  the  broad  field  of  the  use  of  either  replaceable 
goods  (such  as  foodstuffs)  or  irreplaceable  goods 
(such  as  metal  ores).  The  decision  must  always 
be  relative:  their  necessity  for  today;  their  pos¬ 
sible  necessity  for  tomorrow;  the  choice  between 
two  or  more  needs  for  today  or  for  tomorrow. 
The  answer  may  differ  from  era  to  era. 

Here  is  the  dwindling  coal  supply  of  the 
world:  at  the  present  rate  of  use  in  industry,  it 
probably  will  not  last  another  century.  Should 
its  use  be  restricted,  or  are  we  sure  other  sources 
of  energy  (besides  equally  exhaustible  oil  and 
natural  gas)  will  be  developed  in  time  to  serve 
our  great-great-grandchildren? 

The  top-inches  of  “good  earth”  in  America 
from  which  come  our  crops  and  which  give  man 
and  his  cattle  their  food:  this  is  wearing  down 
and  washing  out  the  continent  over.  The  water- 
supply  across  the  nation  is  dwindling:  is  in¬ 
dustry  using  too  much?  Shall  we  continue  our 
ever-growing  water-and-soil-rooted  production 
of  surplus  foods  and  goods  to  keep  an  ever- 
increasing  population  employed  and  “living  in 
luxury”?  Shall  we  cut  back  because  a  day  of 
reckoning  seems  ahead? 

Shall  we  use  our  forests  for  lumber,  for 
newsprint,  for  recreational  or  game  reserves,  for 
protection  of  soil  and  climate — or  in  what  pro¬ 
portions  each  of  these?  Shall  we  use  the  steel 
that  comes  from  exhaustible  iron  mines  for  over¬ 
size  and  luxurious  automobiles,  for  the  arma¬ 
ments  and  instruments  of  war,  for  a  million  use¬ 
ful  tools  and  another  million  unnecessary  gad¬ 
gets?  Or  shall  we,  believing  in  God’s  ownership 
and  man’s  trusteeship,  and  the  family-hood  of 
men  now  and  to  come,  conserve  the  use  of  iron 
and  steel  by  eliminating  the  waste  of  war  and 
curtailing  our  indiscriminate  race  after  luxuries? 


State  Prison  officials  of  New  Mexico  have 
decided  to  start  a  “seven  days  a  week”  religious 
program  for  inmates  of  the  penitentiary  there. 
Two  chaplains — a  Protestant  and  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic— will  be  hired  on  a  half-time  basis  to  get 
the  program  under  way. 

“Without  spiritual  guidance,”  said  Associ¬ 
ate  Warden  M.  N.  Brown,  “the  proper  rehabil¬ 
itation  of  prisoners  is  ineffectual.” 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


District  Director  of  Camping 
Rev.  Luther  L.  Booth 


CAMP  BREWER 


JUNIOR 
(Pilot  Camp) 

Rev.  John  Koelemay,  Director 
JUNE  4-8 


JUNIOR 

(Regular) 

Rev.  W.  T.  (Bill)  Hall,  Director 
JULY  30  -  AUGUST  3 


INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Director 
JUNE  25  -  30 


SENIOR 

Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  Districts 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  and 
Rev.  Fred  Shirley,  Directors 
JUNE  11-16 


OLDER  ADULT 

Alexandria,  Lafayette, 
Lake  Charles  Districts 
Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway 
Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Directors 
JULY  11-12-13 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


District  Director  of  Camping 
Rev.  E.  W.  Harris 

BLUFF  CREEK  and  SEASHORE  (Biloxi) 


JUNIOR 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr., 
Directors 
JULY  9  - 14 


*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE 

Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas,  Director 


JUNE  11-16 
*  *  * 


SENIOR 

Rev.  George  Harkins,  Director 

JUNE  18-23 
*  *  * 


OLDER  ADULT 

Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts 

SEASHORE 


Rev.  Van  Carter,  and 
Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh,  Directors 
JUNE  19-22 


Louisiana  A 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


District  Director  of  Camping 
Rev.  E.  R.  Haug 


CAMP  BREWER 


* 


JUNIOR 


Rev.  R.  E.  Walton,  Director 
Rev.  Howard  Hudson;  Assistant 
JUNE  18-23 


INTERMEDIATE 


Rev.  R.  R.  Miller,  Director 
Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  Assistant 
JULY  23-28 


SENIOR 


Rev.  R.  W.  Bengtson,  Director 
Rev.  A.  W.  Coody,  Assistant 
AUGUST  20-25 


OLDER  ADULT 


Lafayette,  Alexandria, 
Lake  Charles  Districts 
Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie, 

Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway, 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  Directors 
JULY  11-12-13 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


District  Director  of  Camping 
Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout 

CAMP  BREWER 


\ 


JUNIOR 


Rev.  R.  B.  Crichlow,  Director 
AUGUST  13-17 


*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE 


Rev.  Loyd  "E.  Williams,  Director 
JULY  2-7 


*  *  ■* 

SENIOR 


Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Districts 
Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  and  / 
Rev-  Fred  Shirley,  Directors 
JUNE  11-16 


OLDER  ADULT 


Lake  Charles,  Lafayette,  Alexandria 
Districts 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton, 

Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie,  and 
Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway,  Directors 
JULY  11-12-13 


SPECIAL 


Annual  Co 


Youth  Ch 


Married 


Children 


W.S.C.! 


Single ' 


Gen 

Superi 


A  1 


Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


ER  ACTIVITIES  I 


\l  Conference 


EVENTS 


he  M.Y.F. 


Mission 


Issembly 


Inference 


issions 

|e 

J7 


psembly 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Director  of  Camping 
Dr.  Ben'  Oliphint 

CHEMIN-A-HAUT  and  CAMP  ALABAMA 

*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  1 
CHEMIN-A-HAUT 

Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  Director 

JUNE  11-16 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 
CHEMIN-A-HAUT 

Rev.  Lael  Jones,  Director 
JUNE  18-23 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  1 
CAMP  ALABAMA 

Rev.  James  Poole,  Director 
JULY  16-21 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  2 
CAMP  ALABAMA 

Rev.  John  Kilpatrick,  Director 

JULY  23-28 
*  *  * 

SENIOR 
CAMP  ALABAMA 

Rev.  Eskel  Tatum,  Director 

JULY  9-14 
*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULT 
CHEMIN-A-HAUT 

Monroe  and  Ruston  Districts 
Rev.  Ralph  Cain  and 
Rev.  Jolly  Harper,  Directors 
MAY  15-16-17 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Director  of  Camping, 

Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr. 

*  *  * 

PERCY  QUINN  and  SEASHORE 
JUNIOR 

9  and  10  years 
Rev.  Clarence  Snelling, 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh, 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Cahal,  Directors 

JUNE  18-23 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR 

11  and  12  years 
Rev.  Ted  Howes  and 
Rev.  Clayton  Bennett,  Directors 

JULY  30  -  AUGUST  4 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE 

13  and  14  years 
Rev.  Spencer  Wren  and 
Rev.  M.  D.  Felder,  Director 

JULY  23-28 
*  *  * 

SENIOR 

15  years  and  up 
Rev.  Glendon  Messer, 

Rev.  E.  J.  Barksdale, 

Rev.  John  Winn,  Directors 
JUNE  18-23 


OLDER  ADULT 

New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge  Districts 

SEASHORE 

Rev.  A.  B.  Cavapaugh  and 
Rev.  Van  Carter,  Directors 
JUNE  19-22 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Director  of  Camping, 
Rev.  Dan  Robinson 
CANEY  LAKE 
*  *  *  ^ 

JUNIOR  NO  1 
Rev.  Joe  Robinson,  Director 
JULY  30  -  AUGUST  4 
*  *  * 

JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers,  Director 
AUGUST  6-11 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  1 

Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Jr.,  Director 

JUNE  25-30 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  2 

Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Director 
JULY  2-7 
*  *  * 

SENIOR 

Rev.  Jack  Shaw,  Director 

JUNE  11-15 
*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULT 

Ruston  and  Monroe  Districts 
CHEMIN-A-HAUT 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper, 

Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Directors 
MAY  15-16-17 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Director  of  Camping, 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

CANEY  LAKE 
JUNIOR  NO.  1 

Rev.  Jim  McLean,  Director 
AUGUST  13-17 


JUNIOR  NO.  2 

Rev.  George  Ross,  Director 
AUGUST  20-24 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  1 

Rev.  Rupert  Coles,  Director 
•  JULY  9  -  14 
*  *  * 

INTERMEDIATE  NO.  2 

Rev.  Glen  Rorie,  Director 
JULY  16-21 
*  *  * 

SENIOR 

Rev.  Harvey  Williamson,  Director 

JUNE  18-22 
*  *  * 

OLDER  ADULTS 

Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  Director 
JUNE  5-8 
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A  PRESENT  FOR  MOTHER 


By  Mabel  Watts 

Jean  and  Jane  were  twins. 

They  always  played  together  and 
planned  together. 

They  ate  together  and  slept  to¬ 
gether. 

And  they  went  every  place  togeth¬ 
er. 

But  one  Saturday  morning  in  the 
spring,  the  twins  wanted  to  go  off 
one-without-the-other. 

“Twins  should  always  play  to¬ 
gether,”  Mother  reminded  them. 

“But  we’re  not  going  to  play  to¬ 
day!”  said  Jean.  “Today  we’re  going 
to  shop!” 

“For  your  Mother’s  Day  present, 
Mother,”  Jane  put  in.  “And  we  want 
to  shop  alone  .  .  .  just  this  once.” 

“You  see  we  want  to  keep  our 
presents  secret,”  Jean  explained. 

“Oh,  I  see,”  said  Mother  smiling. 
“Then’  I’ll  tell  you  just  what  I 
want!” 

“What  is  it?  What  is  it?”  cried 
the  twins. 

“I’d  like  a  small  square  something 
full  of  little  round  brown  things!” 
said  Mother. 

“What  can  it  be,”  said  Jean  and 
Jane  together.  “Oh!  What  can  it 
be?” 

Jean  went  to  the  five-and-ten- 
cent  store  on  Main  Street. 

She  saw  china  ducks  and  painted 
trays. 

She  saw  blue  bowls  and  red  pot- 
holders,  And  yellow  can-openers. 

But  nowhere  did  she  see  a  small 
square  something  full  of  little 
brown  round  things. 

Jane  went  to  the  five-and-ten- 
cent  store  on  First  Street. 

She  saw  a  painted  turtle  and  some 
goldfish  in  a  bowl. 

She  saw  a  green  apron  and  a  pink 
vase.  And  a  white  handkerchief. 

But  nowhere  did  she  see  a  small 
square  something  full  of  little 
round  brown  things. 

“I  give  up!”  said  Jean  to  herself, 
in  the  five-and-ten-cent  store  on 
Main  Street. 

“I  give  up!”  said  Jane  to  herself, 
in  the  five-and-ten-cent  store  on 
First  Street. 

And  who  should  Jean  bump  into 
at  the  busy  corner  but  her  own  twin 
sister,  Jane! 

“Where  is  your  present?”  asked 
Jean.  ' 

“Where  is  your  present?”  asked 
Jane. 

Then  the  twins  began  to  laugh, 
because  neither  of  them  had  found 
a  present. 

“Let’s  shop  together!”  they  de¬ 
cided. 

And  off  they  went,  hand  in  hand, 
down  the  street. 

The  twins  saw  slippers  and  gloves 
and  shiny  combs. 

They  saw  books  and  baskets  and 
bicycles. 

But  never  once  did  they  see  a 
small  square  something  full  of  little 
round  bTown  things. 

“What  can  it  be?”  said  Jean  and 
Jane  together.  “Oh!  What  can  it 
be?” 

At  last  the  twins  came  to  a  flor¬ 
ist’s  shop. 


They  saw  cactus  dishes  and  ivy 
pots. 

They  saw  tulips,  violets,  and  daf¬ 
fodils. 

And  looking  at  all  the  flowers,  the 
girls  suddenly  thought  of  seeds. 

In  the  florist’s  shop,  Jean  chose  a 
package  of  sweet  pea  seeds.  Jane 
chose  a  package  of  carrot  seeds. 

At  last  they  had  found  a  small 
square  something  full  of  little 
round  brown  things.  They  had  found 
two  of  them! 

“Twins  should  always  shop  to¬ 
gether!”  Jean  and  Jane  decided  as 
they  skipped  along  home. 

Mother  was  so  pleased  with  her 
present. 

And  the  nicest  part  of  all  was 
that  Jean  and  Jane  enjoyed  it,  too — 
together ! — Dewdrops 

TIS  MAY 

By  Cora  May  Preble 

Upon  my  windows  a  crimson  rose — 
A  soft  little  velvety  thing — 
Tapped  one  morn  with  miniature 
blows. 

And  I  thought  I  heard  it  sing. 
And  this  was  the  lilt  of  the  song 
so  gay: 

“Come  out!  Come  out!  ’Tis  May! 
’Tis  May!” 

Within  my  window  a  sunbeam  slip¬ 
ped 

And  stopped  to  dance  on  my 
nose — 

A  gay  little  sunbeam,,  golden-tipped, 
Followed  by  others  in  rows. 

And  I  heard  a  sweet  little  fairy 
voice  say: 

“Come  out!  Come  out!  ’Tis  May! 
’Tis  May!” 

Then  a  song  bird  perched  on  my 
window  sill 

And  tossed  his  pert  little  head, 


SINGING  IN  THE  RAIN 

Wee  Marilyn  stopped  playing 
with  her  family  of  dolls  and  her 
china  tea  set.  Breakfast  was  just 
overj  The  rain  was  falling  steadily 
and  beating  a  heavy  tattoo  on  the 
side  of  the  house  and  porch. 

In  the  bay  window  in  the  pleas¬ 
ant  living  room  hung  two  cages  of 
canary  birds,  and  were  they  sing¬ 
ing!  Marilyn  couldn’t  help  but  won¬ 
der  why  they  were  so  enthusiastic. 

Just  then  her '  daddy  came  into 
the  room. 

“Well,  well,”  he  laughed  “our 
bird  family  is  having  a  regular 
chorus.  They  enjoy  the  rain  evident¬ 
ly  if  no  one  else  does.” 

“What  makes  them  sing  more 
than  on  a  sunshiny  day,  do  you 
s’pose?”  questioned  Marilyn. 

Her  daddy  shook  his  head. 

“I  don’t  know  for  sure  just  why,” 
he  smiled,  “but  I  rather  think  it  is 
because  they  like  the  steady  beat 
of  the  raindrops,  and  are  anxious 
to  make  as  much  happiness  for 
themselves  and  others  as  they  can, 
as  long  as  the  day  is  gloomy.  And 
that’s  rather  a  good  idea  for  the 
rest  of  us  to  think  about. 

“Perhaps  we  would  remember 
when  the  raindrops  fall  or  the 
clouds  are  gray  and  heavy,  to  wear 
something  bright  and  cheerful,  and 
to  be  merry,  and  more  than  usually 
kind  to  everybody  around  us.  Then 
when  the  sun  comes  out,  we’ll  be 


And  he  looked  at  me  and  started 
to  trill 

As  I  tumbled  out  of  bed. 

And  I  know  by  his  manner  he  tried 
to  say: 

“Come  out!  Come  out!  ’Tis  May! 
’Tis  May!” — Religious  Herald 


ready  to  look  for  rainbows  if  there 
are  any.” 

Marilyn  nodded.  “I’ll  remember 
about  that,  daddy,”  she  promised, 
“and  then  we’ll  not  mind  the  stormy 
days  ’cause  we’ll  be  looking  for  the 
time  when  the  world  will  be  bright 
and  gay  once  again. — Anon 


JUST  FOB  FUN 


Small  boy  overheard  bragging  to 
a  friend:  “I  made  a  A  in  English 
last  month.  Best  I  ever  done,”— 

Griff  Niblack,  Indianapolis  News 
* *  *  * 

The  determined  woman  appeared 
at  the  employment  agency  and  an¬ 
nounced  demandingly:  “I  live  in  the 
country  and  need  a  first  rate  cook 
who  will  also  take  care  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  do  the  washing,  ironing,  and 
take  care  of  the  garden.  The  pay 
isn’t  especially  high,  but  I’ll  pay 
the  train  fare.” 

The  employment  interviewer  nod¬ 
ded,  then  opened  the  door  leading 
into  another  room:  “Do  any  of  you 
want  to  spend  a  couple  of  days  in 
the  country?” — Wochenpost,  E.  Ber¬ 
lin  (Quote  translation). 

*  *  * 

A  Seattle  chest  X-ray  worker 
thought  she  saw  a  familiar  face  in 
the  line  of  persons  being  X-rayed, 
asked  the  woman  if  she  hadn’t  al¬ 
ready  had  an  X-ray. 

“Certainly,”  replied  the  woman. 
“I’ve  had  three  already.  The  first 
didn’t  help  me,  but  after  the  second 
one  I  began  feeling  a  lot  better. 
I  don’t  have  to  quit  taking  treat¬ 
ments,  do  I?” — Woodmen  of  the 
World  Mag. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Smith  staggered  in,  wild¬ 
eyed.  “I  shall  have  to  sack  that 
chauffeur  of  mine,”  he  gasped. 
“That  is  three  times  this  week  he’s 
nearly  killed  me.” 

“Oh,  my  dear,”  soothed  his  wife, 
“just  give  him  one  more  chance.” 
— American  Jnl. 

*  *  * 

Not  a  man  on  the  bus  rose  to  give 
the  bundle-laden  woman  a  seat.  One 
middle-aged  male,  however,  was 
more  thoughtful  than  the  others. 
He  tugged  at  her  skirt  and  whisper¬ 
ed  furtively:  “Be  on  your  toes  at 
Pine  Blvd,  lady.  That’s  where  I  get 
off.”  —  E.  E.  Kenyon,  American 
Weekly 

*  *  * 

On  a  warm  day  a  very  small  boy 
holding  a  large  broom  knocked  at 
our  door.  He  asked  my  husband  if 
he  would  like  to  have  the  sidewalk 
swept.  My  husband  asked  the  en¬ 
terprising  young  businessman  how 
much  he  would  charge  for  the  job. 
The  small  boy  replied  it  would  be  a 
dollar. 

“A  dollar!”  exclaimed  my  hus- 
band,  looking  at  the  10  feet  of  side¬ 
walk  leading  to  the  door. 

Looking  up  at  him,  the  little  boy 
answered  timidly,  “Or  a  nickel  or 
a  dime  or  a  penny?”  —  Christian 
Science  Monitor 


FOR  MOTHER 

I  have  a  gift  for  Mother 
On  this  her  special  day. 

It  tells  her  that  I  love  her 
In  a  happy  sort  of  way. 

But  to  show  I  really  love  her 
The  best  plan  seems  to  me 
Is  to  always  be  the  kind  of  girl 
She’d  like  to  have  me  be. 

— A.E.W. 
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Miss  Stallings  Given  Honorary  Citizenship 


Mr.  Robert  Wall,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Assistant  to  May¬ 
or  de  Lesseps  Morrison 
of  New  Orleans,  present¬ 
ed  a  Certificate  of  Hon¬ 
orary  Citixenship  and 
a  Key  to  City  to  Miss 
Nina  Stallings  at  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild. 

Miss  Stallings  visited 
the  eight  districts  of  the 
Louis  iana  Conference. 
She  is  a  former  mission¬ 
ary  to  China  and  the 
Phillipines. 


SEARCY 


DISTRICT  MEETINGS 
LAFAYETTE 

The  Lafayette  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  Con¬ 
ference  met  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Iberia,  La.,  on  April 
5,  with  84  members  present. 

Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert,  President  of 
the  Lafayette  District,  called  the 
meeting  to  order  and  welcomed  the 
guests  present. 

The  worship  program  was  given 
by  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist. 

Mrs.  Beldon  Fox,  President  of  the 
local  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  welcomed  those  present 
and  gave  a  few  announcements. 

Mrs.  Lambert  introduced  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Promotion  Secretary,  Mrs. 
George  Thomas,  who  in  turn  pre¬ 
sented  the  other  District  officers  and 
their  reports  were  given  concerning 
the  past  year’s  work  and  the  work 
to  be  done  in  the  coming  year.  This 
included  a  report  from  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  by  Miss  Marilyn  Car¬ 
ter,  District  Secretary. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  Miss  Nina  Stallings,  re¬ 
turned  missionary  to  the  Phillipines, 
were  welcomed  by  Mrs.  Lambert. 
Miss  Stallings,  a  very  witty  speaker, 
gave  an  interesting  and  informative 
talk  before  the  group,  telling  of  ex¬ 
periences  and  impressions  of  the 
Phillipines. 

Dinner  was  served  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  by  the  ladies  of  First 
Methodist  and  the  book  room  was 
open  during  this  hour. 

The  afternoon  portion  of  the 
meeting  continued  with  a  solo  by 
Mrs.  Eloi  Girard  of  Lafayette,  and 
the  Memorial  Service  by  Mrs.  M. 
S.  White,  District  Secretary  of 
Spiritual  Life. 

The  following  officers  were  re¬ 
elected  for  a  two  year  term: 

President  —  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert 
—  Crowley 

Treasurer  —  Mrs.  Paul  Lasseigne 
—  Rayne 

Student  Work  —  Mrs.  J.  L.  Love 
—  Lafayette 

Youth  Work — Mrs.  Merlin  Keenze 
—  Franklin 

Children’s  Work  —  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Boddie  —  Lafayette 

Status  of  Women  —  Mrs.  Otto 
Veselka  —  Houma 

Missionary  Personnell — Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Miller  — 

These  officers  were  elected  for 
a  1  year  term  —  filling  out  terms 
of  those  unable  to  continue  with  the 
work: 

Vice-president  —  Mrs.  Eloi  Girard 
—  Lafayette 

Recording  Secretary  —  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Reber  —  Lafayette 

The  re-elected  officers  and  the 
new  officers  were  called  to  the  altar 
to  be  installed  by  Mrs.  R.  R.  Bran- 
ton,  wife  of  the  District  Superin- 
tenden.  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones  gave  the 
closing  prayer  and  she  and  Miss 
Stallings  shook  hands  with  and  gave 
a  blessing  to  each  officer. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mrs.  Geo. 
Thomas  that  the  District  send  a 
letter  and  a  gift  of  appreciation  to 
Rev.  Robert  Parrott,  Director  of 
Wesley  Foundation  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  Institute,  for  the  devotion 
and  love  he  has  given  his  work  with 
the  Methodist  Students  in  the  past 
four  years. 

The  closing  inspirational  message 


LAFAYETTE  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Lafayette  District  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  met  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  George  Thomas  on 
April  19,  at  2  p.m.  to  discuss  the 
District  Program  for  the  coming 
year.  The  program  committee  is 
composed  of  the  President,  the  vice- 
President,  the  Recording  Secretary, 
the  Promotion  Secretary,  the  Zone 
Leaders,  and  any  others  needed.  The 
Recording  Secretary  is  also  the 
Publicity  Chairman  for  the  District. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lam¬ 
bert,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Cockram 
lead  the  group  in  prayer. 

Mrs.  Lambert  made  an  announce¬ 
ment  concerning  the  District  Offi¬ 
cer’s  Training  School  which  is  to 
be  held  in  Alexandria  on  May  17. 

The  Spring  Zone  meetings  are 
scheduled  as  follows: 

Zone  I  and  part  of  Zone  II  — 
Houma  —  May  24 
Zone  II  (Part  of)  and  Zone  III  — 
Lafayette  First  Meth.  -  May  22 
Zone  IV  —  Crowley  —  May  23 
This  meeting  is  specifically  for 
Local  Society  Officer  Training.  The 
Fall  Zone  meetings  are  scheduled 
as  follows: 

Zone  I  — 

Zone  II  —  New  Iberia  —  Nov.  14 
Zone  III  —  Asbury,  Layfayette  — 
Nov.  13 

Zone  IV  —  Crowley  —  Nov.  7 
The  following  District  Officers 
were  present:  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert, 
President;  Mrs.  Tom  Cockram,  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  D.  B.  Bodie,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work;  Mrs.  Geo.  Thomas, 
Promotion  Scretary;  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Reber,  Recording  Secretary.  Three 
Zone  Leaders  were  present:  Mrs. 
Beldon  Fox  —  Zone  II;  Mrs.  John 
Dowling  —  Zone  III;  Mrs.  Geo. 
Sutton.  —  Zone  IV. 

—  Recording  Secretary, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber 


and  prayer  were  given  by  Mrs.  R. 
R.  Branton. 

—  Reporter, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber 


The  Searcy  District  held  its  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  at  Clinton,  April  20, 
with  Mrs.  Walter  Jimmerson,  presi¬ 
dent,  presiding.  Rev.  W.  P.  Connell, 
host  pastor,  gave  the  opening  pray¬ 
er,  and  Mrs.  John  Pate,  president 
of  the  hostes  society  welcomed  the 
guests. 

A  World  Tour  was  presented  by 
Mesdames  Olmstead,  Fulbright, 
Hunnicutt  and  Reeves,  followed  by 
questions. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Watkins  was  in  charge 
of  the  Literature  Luncheon. 

Following  luncheon  the  district 
officers  presented  the  Searcy  Dis¬ 
trict  “Record.”  in  the  Book  of  Life. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley  gave  the  ad¬ 
dress:  “Looking  Up,”  and  consecra¬ 
ted  the  officers  for  1956-58  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Mrs.  Jimmerson,  Augusta, 
president;  Mrs.  Jack  Andrews,  He- 
ber  Springs,  vice-president;  Mrs.  E. 
G.  Kaetzell,  Searcy,  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  James  Hugh  Garrett, 
Beebe,  Treasurer.  Secretaries:  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Johnston,  Kensett,  Promotion; 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Reaves,  Heber  Springs, 
Missionary  Education;  Mrs.  C.  V. 
Olmstead,  Beebe,  Christian  Social 
Relations;  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunnicutt, 
Bald  Knob,  Student;  Mrs.  Charles 
Bradley,  Clinton,  Youth;  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Powell,  Searcy,  Children;  Mrs.  W. 
M.  Womack,  McCrory,  Spiritual 
Life;  Mrs.  M.  B.  Watkins, . Kensett, 
Literature;  Mrs.  Vernon  Chalfant, 
Harrison,  Supply;  Mrs.  John  B.  Kit- 
trell,  Gregory,  status  of  women; 
Mrs.  Vera  Bone,  McRae,  Missionary 
Personnel,  Miss  Ava  Ruth  Finch, 
Harrison,  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

RUSTON 

Thirty  societies  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  were  represented  by  ap¬ 
proximately  200  women  in  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  district  held  at 
Lisbon,  April  12. 

Mrs.  Otis  Welch,  district  presi¬ 
dent,  presided  over  the  meeting 
which  had  as  its  theme  “Let  There 
Be  Light.”  Mrs.  Guy  Hicks,  Ruston, 
conducted  the  worship  service. 

Recognition  of  the  societies  was 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  East  Poipt  Woman’s  Society, 
upon  special  request  from  the  Eller- 
be  Road  Woman’s  Society,  at  Forb- 
ing,  La.,  visited  that  Society  on 
April  17  to  discuss  with  them  the 
efficient  operation  of  a  small  so¬ 
ciety.  Seven  ladies  represented  the 
East  Point  Society  and  a  program 
of  music,  meditations,  and  prayer 
was  presented  by  the  Ellerbe  Road 
ladies.  A  covered  dish  luncheon  was 
served  and  after  lunch  a  period  of 
singing,  informal  questioning  and 
answering,  and  general  fellowship 
was  held.  Those  attending  from  East 
Point  were  Mrs.  C.  R.  Conly,  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Tuttle,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Goldsby, 
Mrs.  Wm.  McLelland,  Sr.,  Mrs.  U. 
E.  Thorton,  Mrs.  Ruffin  Wilson, 
and  Miss  Jean  Conly.  Each  lady  who 
attended  is  an  officer  in  the  East 
Point  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service.  The  visitation  was  inspira¬ 
tional  and  enjoyable  to  all  con¬ 
cerned.  —  Jean  Conly 


Fort  Smith  District  Officers  met 
Thursday,  April  12th,  in  the  lovely 
home  of  Mrs.  Sam  Roberts  in  Boone- 
ville,  Arkansas,  for  an  Executive 
luncheon  meeting. 

Those  attending  were  Mrs.  James 
Elmore,  Mrs.  Ralph  Cornelius,  Mrs. 
Robert  W.  Gregg,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Blake¬ 
ly,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Downum,  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Robertson  and  Mrs.  M.  I.  Barger, 
Fort  Smith. 

Mrs.  Jesse  L.  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Wilson,  Van  Buren;  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Lewis  and  Mrs.  V.  F.  Harris, 
Greenwood;  Mrs.  A.  M.  McKennon, 
Scranton;  Mrs.  Gene  Davidson, 
Wdldron;  Mrs.  Herbert  Russell,  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Spicer,  and  the  hostess,  Mrs. 
Roberts,  of  Booneville. 


Mrs.  Edward  Farley  gave  a  re¬ 
view  of  Douglas’  “The  Robe”  at  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Buckner  Charge, 
March  30.  Music  was  furnished  by  a 
boys’  quartette  called  “Hill  Top¬ 
pers.”  A  social  hour  followed  with 
women  of  the  church  serving  re¬ 
freshments. 


made  by  zone  leaders,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Wasson,  Mrs.  Lavelle  Perrymany, 
Mrs.  Paul  Stinsbn,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Nel¬ 
son  and  Mrs.  Polly  M.  Cagee.  Mrs. 
Lonnie  Newton  of  Lisbon  sang  “Let 
There  Be  Light.”  to  close  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Miss  Nina  Stallings,  who  was 
itinerating  the  conference,  was  the 
principal  speaker. 

After  lunch  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron, 
Jonesboro,  installed  the  following 
officers:  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wynn,  Ruston, 
president;  Mrs.  Allen  Barksdale, 
student;  Mrs.  James  Moreland,  Ho¬ 
mer,  youth;  Mrs.  Pat  Keith,  Jones¬ 
boro,  children;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Williams, 
Minden,  supply;  Mrs.  Henry  Blount, 
Ruston,  status  of  women;  Mrs. 
Charles  Kendrick,  Homer,  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel;  Miss  Sue  Batton, 
Minden,  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

Mrs.  Irene  Lowred  conducted  the 
memorial  service  with  twenty  one 
names  on  the  roll.  Mrs.  Lonnie  New¬ 
ton,  Sue  Richardson,  Darrell  Mount 
and  Jerry  Elmo  sang  the  concluding 
song  “Going  Home.” 
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The  ruston  ministerial  alliance  is 

sponsoring  a  city-wide  “Go-to-Church-Sun- 
day”  on  May  20. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice  president  of 
Centenary  College,  will  be  guest  speaker  for 
commencement  exercises  at  the  Mangham  High 
School  on  May  16. 

REV.  GEORGE  WILSON,  executive  secretary 
of  the  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Monday  evening,  April  21. 

Horace  Kennedy  ot  Magnolia  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church 
on  Thursday  evening,  April  26.  G.  R.  Higgin¬ 
botham  is  president  of  the  organization. 

A  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  DeQuincey  with  Kenneth  Snider  as 
president.  Charter  Night  was  observed  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  April  19.  A  banquet  was  served 
and  the  members  brought  their  wives  as  guests. 

HE  FOURTH  QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE 
of  the  Vidalia  Methodist  Church  voted  to 
buy  new  property  and  to  proceed -with  plans  for 
building  a  new  sanctuary  and  educational  build¬ 
ing.  Rev.  Harold  Hine  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

T.  COMMANDER  JOHN  HARMON,  ROTC, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  Men  of  Ingleside  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Monday  evening,  April 
23.  Supper  was  served  by  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service. 

MRS.  RODNEY  BELAIRE,  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  was  the 
speaker  on  Tuesday,  April  24,  at  the  last  session 
of  the  mission  study  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Charles.  Mrs.  Belaire  spoke  on  “Revolu¬ 
tion  and  Redemption.” 

DR.  DAVID  DERRICK  PEELE*  age  76,  former 
editor  of  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate 
and  its  successor,  the  South  Carolina  Methodist 
Advocate,  died  on  April  5  in  Columbia,  S.  C. 
He  also  served  on  the  faculty  of  Columbia  Col¬ 
lege  and  was  Dean  of  Education  for  several 
years. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  CORRINGTON,  son  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Corrington  of  Shreveport, 
has  been  awarded  a  teaching  assistantship  at 
Rice  Institute,  Houston,  Texas,  where  he  will 
begin  work  in  September  on  his  master’s  degree. 
A  graduate  of  Byrd  High  School  in  Shreveport, 
he  is  slated  to  receive  his  bachelor’s  degree  at 
Centenary  in  May. 

MISS  JEAN  EDNA  KARL  has  been  named 
children’s  book  editor  of  Abingdon  Press, 
book  division  of  the  Methodist  Publishing  House. 
She  will  be  located  in  the  firm’s  New  York  office 
after  May  1.  Miss  Karl,  a  native  of  Chicago,  Ill., 
is  a  graduate  of  Thornton  Junior  College,  Har¬ 
vey,  Ill.,  and  Mount  Union  College,  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

JACK  PHELPS  of  Jennings  has  been  elected 

president  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  S.  L. 
I.,  Lafayette,  for  the  1956-57  school  year.  Other 
officers  are  Ada  May  Whittington,  Hathaway, 
first  vice-president;  George  D.  Parish,  Jones- 
ville,  second  vice-president;  Sylvia  Faulk,  New 
Orleans,  secretary;  Philip  Miller,  Iowa,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  Jan  McCarley,  Vivian,  reporter. 

HE  UNIVERSITY  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Lake  Charles  in  conference  approved  a 
Quarterly  Conference  recommendation  on  build¬ 
ing  and  financing  and  approved  an  expenditure 
up  to  $220,000  for  construction,  air-conditioning 
and  furnishings  for  a  new  sanctuary  and  educa¬ 
tional  building  addition,  according  to  announce¬ 
ment.  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

HE  NURSERY  SCHOOL  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  will  be  more  than  doubled  next  Sep¬ 


tember  as  a  result  of  discontinuance  of  the 
kindergarten.  The  discontinuance  of  the  kinder¬ 
garten  for  five-year-olds  will  enable  the  school 
to  maintain  separate  classes  for  the  three  and 
four-year-olds  in  the  nursery  school.  About  40 
children  are  anticipated  for  the  nursery  school 
in  the  fall  as  compared  with  the  20  now  enrolled. 
Mrs.  Will  K.  Norton  is  director. 

THE  FOLLOWING  stations  in  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas  are  carrying  The  Way,  Method¬ 
ism’s  new  half-hour  television  series:  In  Louis¬ 
iana,  Alexandria,  KALB-TV,  Channel  5,  Sunday, 
2:00  p.m.;  Lafayette,  KLFY-TV,  Channel  10, 
Tuesday,  1:30  p.m.;  New  Orleans,  WJMR-TV, 
Channel  20,  Sunday,  1:15  p.m.;  Shreveport, 
KSLA-TV,  Channel  12,  Sunday,  1:00  p.m.  In 
Arkansas,  Pine  Bluff,  KATV,  Channel  7,  Satur¬ 
day,  5:00  p.m.;  Ft.  Smith,  KFSA-TV,  Channel 
22,  Saturday,  time  to  be  announced. 

THE  MAROON  JACKETS,  honorary  group  for 
women  at  Centenary  College,  observed  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  society’s  founding  with 
special  exercises  today.  Mrs.  Beynon  Cheesman, 
formerly  dean  of  women  at  Centenary  and 
faculty  sponsor  of  the  Maroon  Jackets,  was 
guest  speaker  at  a  morning  assembly  in  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel.  Past  members  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  were  entertained  at  morning  coffee,  taken 
on  a  tour  of  the  campus  and  feted  at  luncheon 
at  the  new  college  cafeteria.  Miss  Margaret  Poss 
of  Shreveport  is  current  president  of  the  honor 
society. 

REV.  DANSINGH  CHOWDHARY,  president  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Bareilly, 
India,  delegate  to  the  General  Conference  in 
Minneapolis,  spoke  at  the  Munholland  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  both  in  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  April 
22.  He  spoke  at  the  Munholland  Church  at  11:00 
a.m.  and  the  Rayne  Memorial  Church  at  7:00 
p.m.  at  the  vesper  service.  He  discussed  “Chris¬ 
tianity  in  New  India,”  “Do  Indians  Want  Foreign 
Missionaries?”  “India  After  Independence,”  and 
“India  and  World  Peace.”  Mr.  Chowdhary  has 
a  daughter  who  is  a  teacher  at  the  Dulac  Indian 
Mission  School  at  Dulac,  La. 

AN  ENGLISH-STYLE  CASTLE,  with  800  acres 
of  land,  between  the  New  South  Wales 
towns  of  Young  and  Greenethorpe,  is  being  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  Methodist  Church  of  Australia  for 
development  as  a  rural  training  center  for  boys 
from  both  city  and  country  parishes.  It  will  also 
be  developed  for  conference  and  vacation  sites, 
but  mainly  its  fifty  rooms  and  other  buildings 
will  be  used  first  for  agricultural  training.  With 
the  help  of  farmers  from  the  church’s  circuits  in 
New  South  Wales,  plans  are  under  way  to  stock 
the  castle-farm  area  with  sheep,  pigs,  poultry, 
and  a  dairy  herd.  The  castle  was  originally 
erected  for  possible  use  by  British  royalty  in 
visiting  Australia. 

\7TSITING  MINISTERS  who  filled  the  pulpit 
at  the  Baker  Methodist  Church  while  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Corley,  pastor,  was  on 
vacation  were:  Rev.  Hugh  Baker,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  who  preached  at  the  morning  service, 
April  15;  Rev.  Mark  Lower  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  who  preached  at 
the  evening  service  on  April  15;  Rev.  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  associate  minister  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  Sunday  morning,  April 
22,  Rev.  Earl  Hotalen,  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  April  29.  Special  programs,  with  laymen 
presiding,  were  arranged  for  the  night  services 
on  April  22  and  April  29.  Mr.  Corley  went  to  the 
West  Coast  on  a  vacation  trip. 

REV.  FRANK  C.  COLLINS,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Elton,  who  suffered  an 
illness  last  November,  has  completely  recovered 
according  to  his  doctor,  Dr.  George  M.  Anderson. 
He  has  been  back  in  his  pulpit  for  several  weeks. 
Mr.  Collins  says:  “The  people  of  Elton  have  been 
very  gracious  and  understanding.  While  I  was 
unable  to  preach  the  pastors  nearby  filled  the 
pulpit  for  me  and  the  work  went  on  as  usual 


except  for  a  night  service.  I  am  very  grateful 
to  our  district  superintendent,  Rev.  Karl  Tooke 
Rev.  Ned  Stout,  Rev.  Raymond  B.  Crofoot,  Rev 
Robert  Crichlow  and  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  who 
preached  for  me  and  to  the  congregation  for 
their  prayers  and  help  in  my  recovery  and 
especially  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  and  Dr. 
Anderson  for  their  professional  services.” 

ROTESTANTS  AND  ROMAN  CATHOLICS 
churches  throughout  the  world  will  celebrate 
the  world’s  oldset  religious  festival  on  Pentecost 
Sunday,  May  20.  Jewish  communities  will  cele¬ 
brate  Shabuot,  the  Feast  of  Weeks,  the  ancient 
festival  out  of  which  the  Christian  Pentecost 
grew,  on  May  16.  Eastern  Orthodox  churches, 
which  use  a  different  calendar,  celebrate  the 
Christian  festival  on  June  24.  Pentecost  is  often 
known  as  the  “Birthday  of  the  Church,”  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  story  in  the  Book  of  Acts,  of  the 
events  that  took  place  in  Jerusalem  fifty  days 
after  Easter.  At  that  time,  120  Christian  believers 
gathered  in  Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  the  Hebrew 
festival.  Suddenly,  amid  supernatural  phenom¬ 
ena,  they  found  themselves  endowed  with  spirit¬ 
ual  gifts  and  confidence  which  enabled  them  to 
go  out  and,  as  one  historian  phrased  it,  “turn 
the  pagan  world  upside  down.”  Peter,  preaching 
his  first  sermon,  made  3,000  converts  from  men 
and  women  of  every  faith  and  nationality,  who 
happened  to  be  in  Jerusalem.  These  people,  re¬ 
turning  home,  started  to  spread  the  gospel.  Now 
there  are  Christian  churches  in  all  but  two  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  world. 


COLOR-FILM  DEPICTS 
P.  I.  METHODISM 

A  view  of  Methodist  mission  work  in  the 
Philippine  Islands  through  the  eyes  of  a  U.S. 
Navy  chaplain  on  shore  leave  is  given  in  a  new 
motion  picture,  “Return  By  Sea,”  produced  by 
the  Methodist  Radio  and  Film  Commission  for 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  29-minute  sound  color  film  tells  the 
story  of  a  chaplain  who  goes  ashore  in  Manila 
and  decides  to  visit  the  places  he  remembers  as 
a  child  in  the  Philippines  with  his  missionary 
parents.  His  visits  not  only  to  the  familiar  spots 
but  to  new  areas  where  the  Methodist  Church  is 
at  work  afford  an  over-all  view  of  missionary 
work  in  the  Philippines. 

The  chaplain  sees  city  and  rural  churches, 
schools  of  all  grades  from  kindergarten  through 
college  and  medical  work  including  the  large 
Mary  Johnston  Hospital  in  Manila  and  the  mo¬ 
bile  clinics  that  circulate  among  interior  villages. 

He  flies  to  Mindanao  to  see  the  mission  work 
that  has  been  opened  only  recently  in  the  trop¬ 
ical  jungles  of  that  island.  Heartened  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  all  he  has  seen,  the  chaplain  re¬ 
turns  to  his  ship. 

“Return  By  Sea”  rents  for  $8  and  can  be 
obtained  from  Methodist  Publishing  House  de¬ 
positories. 


REV.  VAN  CARTER  DIES  IN 
BATON  ROUGE 

Rev.  Van  Carter,  pastor  of  the  Bethel  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  near  Baton  Rouge,  died  in  a  Baton 
Rouge  hospital  on  Tuesday,  ^April  23,  after  be¬ 
ing  stricken  the  previous  Wednesday  while  on  a 
sightseeing  tour  with  relatives  from  Florida.  He 
was  78  years  old. 

Brother  Carter  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Louisiana  and  was  a  native  of  Bastrop.  From 
1912  until  1936  he  served  as  executive  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Sunday  School  Association  and 
the  Louisiana  Council  of  Religious  Education. 
From  1920  until  1936  he  also  conducted  summer 
camps  for  various  youth  groups  at  Camp  Lassa 
near  Shreveport  under  the  sponsorship  of  these 
organizations. 

He  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  1940.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  had  seved  as  pastor  of  the 
Mooringsport  and  Bethel  Churches  and  the 
Jackson  and  Ethel  Churches. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednesday 
in  Baton  Rouge  with  Rev.  E.  W.  Harris,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  of¬ 
ficiating,  assisted  by  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  and 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  of  Shreveport  and  Dr.  A.  M. 
Serex  of  New  Orleans. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  a  number 
of  nieces  and  nephews. 


Page  Twelve 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

PRAYER  VIGIL  FOR  MAY 

May  2-3— Jeanerette,  A.  M.  Martin 
May  3-4 — Patterson,  Arby  W.  Coody 
May  4-5 — Elton,  Frank  C.  Collins; 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial, 
Bogalusa,  W.  H.  Giles 
May  5-6 — Sulphur,  James  C.  Whit¬ 
aker 

May  6-7 — Vinton,  Ivan  O.  Donald¬ 
son;  First  Church,  Alexandria,  J. 
Henry  Bowdon,  Sr. 

May  7-8 — Springhill,  Frank  C. 
Tucker,  Jr. 

May  8-9 — First  Church,  Houma, 
Sam  Nader 

May  9-10 — Wesley,  Alexandria, 
Clyde  T.  Shaw 

May  10-11 — Jena,  W.  O.  Lynch; 
Oberlin,  . 

May  11-12 — Oak  Grove,  Effie,  E. 
Lee  McKay 

Rev.  Ben  Oliphint  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Monroe,  reports  that  in 
connection  with  their  Prayer  Vigil 
there  also  was  a  fellowship  feature. 
Before  and  after  the  participants’ 
time  in  the  sanctuary  they  would 
meet  in  Fellowship  Hall  for  coffee 
where  they  would  discuss  what  the 
Vigil  was  meaning  to  them. 

At  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  most 
of  the  hours  in  the  Vigil  were  as¬ 
sumed  by  various  organizations 
within  the  church.  The  pastor  and 
his  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  B. 
Harper,  had  as  their  time  1-2  a.m. 

One  of  our  fullest  and  finest 
Prayer  Vigil  reports  has  come  from 
Rev.  George  W.  Ross  of  Caddo 
Heights,  Shreveport.  His  report  in¬ 
cluded  the  following:  “We  had  72 
persons  to  participate  in  our  prayer 
watch  and  their  testimonies  would 
convince  anyone  that  there  is  a 
great  spiritual  awakening  taking 
place  in  Methodism.  More  inspiring 
things  have  come  out  of  our  pray¬ 
ing  together  than  we  had  ever 
dreamed.  God  was  made  real  to 
some,  sins  were  confessed  and  for¬ 
giveness  experienced  by  some,  in¬ 
spiration  for  greater  fields  of  serv¬ 
ice  was  experienced  by  some,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  drew  very  near  and 
deepened  the  spiritual  lives  of 
many. 

All  in  all,  the  Prayer  Vigil  was 
most  successful  in  our  church  and 
we  are  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
we  had  to  participate  in  such  move¬ 
ment.  Our  church  will  feel  the 
power  released  by  this  program  for 
many  months  to  come.” 

In  the  weekly  “Pulpit  and  Pew” 
of  First  Church,  Minden,  Rev.  Dan 
R.  Robinson  commented  on  their 
Prayer  Vigil  as  follows: 

Our  Vigil  of  Prayer 

“We  are  happy  to  report  that  our 
Vigil  of  Prayer  was  a  good  thihg 
for  our  church.  There  was  no  slight¬ 
est  sign  that  those  who  responded 
did  so  unwillingly  or  mechanically. 
More  than  275  different  persons 
Participated  by  coming  to  the 
church,  and  many  more  who  could 
not  come  to  the  sanctuary  set  aside 
a  definite  period  for  prayer  in  their 
homes  or  offices. 

Every  one  of  the  many!  reports 
made  to  your  pastor  indicate  that 
as  our  people  honestly  reached  up 
toward  God  in  prayer,  He  reached 
down  toward  them  and  they  were 
conscious  of  His  presence  and  guid¬ 
ance.  Both  services  Sunday  showed 
a  marked  increase  in  attendance. 
Let’s  keep  on  praying!  ‘If  you  seek 
me  with  your  whole  heart,  ye  shall 
find  me.’  (Jeremiah  29:13)” — W.  D. 
Boddie,  Chairman,  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Louisiana  Conference. 


COMPLETES  50  YEARS 
IN  MINISTRY 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Memorial  Church  was  erected  and 
dedicated  and  a  parsonage  was  also 
built.  He  served  on  the  Centenary 
College  Board  of  Trustees  for  more 
than  20  years  and  is  now  a  member 
of  its  advisory  board. 

The  congregation  of  the  Boyce 
Church  presented  Dr.  Doss  an  auto¬ 
matic  wrist  watch  and  a  substantial 
purse  on  Sunday  morning,  April  22, 
the  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of 
his  50  years  as  a  pastor  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
NEWS 

Ted  Larry  Peb worth,  a  spohomore 
student  at  Centenary  College,  is 
the  author  of  a  poem,  “Greek  Re¬ 
vival,”  which  appears  in  the  spring 
issue  of  “The  Rectangle,”  official 
publication  of  Sigma  Tau  Delta, 
professional  English  fraternity.  Peb- 
worth,  who  recently  was  initiated 
into  the  Centenary  College  chapter 
of  the  fraternity,  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Pebworth  of  Homer. 


Four  Centenary  College  English 
students  have  been  initiated  into 
the  campus  chapter  of  Sigma  Tau 
Delta,  professional  English  frater¬ 
nity.  They  are  Paulamai  Todd,  Paul 
Greenberg  and  Gail  Martin,  all  of 
Shreveport,  and  Ted  Larry  Peb¬ 
worth  of  Homer.  Selection  is  based 
on  outstanding  work  in  English.  Dr. 
Edward  Murray  Clark,  head  of  the 
English  department,  is  faculty  ad¬ 
viser. 


An  exhibit  of  italic  handwriting, 
show  at  major  public  and  univer¬ 
sity  libraries  in  the  East  and  Mid¬ 
west,  now  is  being  shown  for  the 
first  time  in  the  South  at  Centenary 
College’s  library.  Dr.  John  Willing¬ 
ham,  acting  librarian,  is  in  charge 
of  the  exhibit. 

Jane  Thompson  of  Winnfield  has 
been  elected  president  of  Alpha  Iota 
chapter  of  Phi  Beta,  honorary  mu¬ 
sic  and  speech  fraternity  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  Betty  Bentley  of 
New  Orleans  is  the  new  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  Pat  Perryman  of  Bossier 
City  will  serve  as  secretary.  Marly 
Alice  Chatham,  Mary  Jane  Carter 
and  Margie  Simmons,  all  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  are  the  new  treasurer,  pro¬ 
gram  chairman  and  historian,  res¬ 
pectively. 


Fred  Walters,  a  senior  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  has  been  accepted  for 
summer  stack  work  with  the  Pocono 
Playhouse  of  Mountain  Home,  Pa. 
He  also  has  been  accepted  by  the 
Columbia  University  school  of  dra¬ 
matic  arts,  where  he  will  begin  work 
for  his  master’s  degree  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  Walters,  who  will  receive  his 
BA  degree  at  Centenary  in  May,  is 
from  Cranford,  N.  J.,  and  has  play¬ 
ed  leading  roles  in  many  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  Centenary  Playhouse. 
He  is  editor  of  The  Yoncopin,  stu¬ 
dent  yearzook,  at  Centenary. 


Mrs.  Sue  Boydston,  field  repre¬ 
sentative  at  Centenary  College,  rep¬ 
resented  Centenary  at  the  annual 
Webster  Parish  Career  Day  last 
week.  An  opening  assembly  was 
held  at  Minden  High  School,  after 
which  representatives  bf  Louisiana 
colleges  and  universities  visited  the 
Cotton  Valley  and  Springhill  High 
Schools  to  confer  with  students.  Mrs. 
Boydston  was  accompanied  by  Em¬ 
ma  Lou  Stewart  of  Springhill  and 
Sumner  Riddle  of  Cotton  Valley, 
both  Centenary  students. 


SUB-DISTRICT  SENDS  CLOTHES  TO 
INDIAN  MISSION  CONFERENCE 


The  New  Orleans  Sub-District 
has  just  shipped  by  freight  over  400 
pounds  of  clothing  for  the  46  Indian 
preachers  and  their  families  in  the 
Methodist  Indian  Mission  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Oklahoma.  The  clothes  were 
sent  to  Dr.  Dewey  Etchieson,  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Indian 
Mission  Conference.  Dr.  Etchieson 
was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  dis¬ 
trict  rallies  which  were  held  in  the 
eight  districts  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 


ference  during  January  of  this  year. 

Shown  in  the  above  picture  is 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Neido  and 
their  grandson  of  the  Indian  Mission 
Conference.  Also  pictured  below 
are  members  of  the  New  Orleans 
Sub-District  distributing  clothes  for 
the  Mission  Conference.  Left  to 
right,  Donnie  Frey,  Dan  Sikes,  Lin¬ 
da  Vanzant  and  Mrs.  Max  Clayton 
and  child  not  identified; 


RECEIPTS  ON  RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 


The  following  is  a  financial  report  of  funds  raised  during  the  first  three  Ponferenee 
Louisiana5  Conference.19'  1956  ^  the  bUiIding  °£  h°mes  f°r  ret*ed  minfstSf  fn^th l 
Districts  are  listed  according  to  amounts  raised  to  date. 


B.  C.  Taylor,  D.  S. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
Virgil  Morris,  D.  S. 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  D.  S. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

James  T.  Harris,  D.  S. 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  . 

R.  R.  Branton,  D.  S. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  . 

Karl  Tooke,  D.  S. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
E.  W.  Hgrris,  D.  S. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 
G.  M.  Hicks,  D.  S. 

Cash  Received  by  Treasurer  not  credited  to  any  church 

Interest  Received  on  Time  Deposit 


1st  Year 

2nd  Year 

This  Year 

Total 

$1,766.30 

$2,427.80 

$2,272.88 

$6,466.98 

148.00 

1,354.46 

1,199.64 

2,702.10 

351.36 

767.76 

1,024.03 

2,143.15 

529.00 

743.87 

766.53 

2,039.40 

183.16 

676.45 

532.53 

1,382.14 

121.94 

603.71 

638.95 

1.364.60 

9.75 

849.96 

426.22 

1,285.93 

162.50 

627.45 

464.65 

1,254.60 

64.73 

57.23 


Total  Cash  Received  for  Three  Years 


$18,770.86 


Cost  of  duplex  including  two  car  ports  and  storage  rooms  now  under  construc¬ 
tion  in  Ruston  to  be  finished  by  June  1st,  1956  .  ^2Q  g83  ^ 

You  can  see  we  need  $2,112.14  by  Conference  time. — J.  B.  Grambling 


May  3,  1956 


/ 
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CAMDEN  DISTRICT  MYF  OFFICERS 


Left  to  right,  Normal  Strange,  Pat  Jones,  Janice  Davis,  Joe  Williamson, 
Betty  Ann  Williams,  Eugenia  Steward  and  Rev.  Barry  Bailey. 


MISS  BENTLEY 
HEADS  DORMITORY 
COUNCIL 


BETTY  LOU  BENTLEY 


Betty  Lou  Bentley,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Bentley 
of  New  Orleans,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  James  Dormitory 
Council  at  Centenary  College. 

Miss  Bentley’s  father  is  pastor  of 
the  Canal  Street  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans. 

Miss  Bentley,  who  is  majoring  in 
speech  at  Centenary,  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  and  editor  of  “Good 
News,”  its  weekly  publication.  She 
has  been  active  in  dramatics,  is  a 
member  of  the  Centenary  College 
Choir,  business  manager  of  the 
newspaper  staff  and  assistant  in  the 
college  News  Bureau.  She  also  is 
a  member  of  Phi  Beta,  honorary 
speech  and  music  society. 

Other  new  officers  of  the  council 
are  the  following:  vice-president, 
Ney  Bailey,  Shreveport;  secretary, 
Mignon  Harper,  Baytown,  Tex.; 
corresponding  secretary,  C  e  c  i  1  e 
Plummer,  Shreveport;  treasurer, 
Shirley  Simmons,  Linden,  Tex.,  and 
publicity  chairman,  Marcella  Flynt, 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  Council  assists  in  determining 
policies  for  women  residing  on  the 
campus. 


The  Camden  District  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  elected  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  at  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  District  at  Vantrease 
Methodist  Church  in  El  Dorado; 
Eugenia  Steward,  Magnolia,  presi¬ 
dent;  Joe  Wililamson,  El  Dorado, 
vice-president;  Janis  Davis,  Smack- 
over,  treasurer;  Betty  Ann  Williams, 
El  Dorado,  secretary;  Pat  Jones, 
Lewisville,  publicity  chairman  Nor¬ 
mal  Strange,  Fairview,  representa¬ 
tive  to  the  conference  council.  The 
officers  were  installed  by  Rev.  Bar¬ 
ry  Bailey,  district  youth  director. 

Miss  Mary  Luck  of  Magnolia 
spoke  to  the  group  on  her  travels 
in  the  Holy  Land,  illustrating  her 
talk  with  slides  picturing  the  vari¬ 
ous  places  which  she  visited. 

During  the  social  hour  that  fol¬ 
lowed  the  general  meeting  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  group 
from  First  Church,  El  Dorado,  ser¬ 
ved  as  hosts. 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Seba-Scott 

The  Seba-Scott  Sub-District  met 
at  the  Mansfield  Methodist  Church 
on  April  13  with  127  present. 

Hartford  won  the  attendance  ban¬ 
ner  which  was  presented  by  Hack- 
ett.  Mansfield  was  in  charge  of  the 
program,  “Winning  Others  to 
Christ”  which  included  a  solo  by 
Jean  Thomas  and  a  playlet,  “The 
Questioner.” 

During  the  business  meeting,  Mr. 
Earle  Overton,  counselor,  displayed 
an  organ  which  the  Sub-District  is 
planning  to  purchase  for  Shores 
Lake  Camp. 

Installation  of  officers  will  be  held 
at  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  Hart¬ 
ford  on  May  10. 

A  social  hour  followed  and  re¬ 
freshments  were  served.  —  Donna 
Roe. 

Poinsett 

The  Poinsett  Sub-District  met  at 
Fisher  on  Thursday,  April  12. 

A  counsel  meeting  preceded  the 
program  for  the  nomination  of  a 
slate  of  officers  to  be  elected  at  the 
meeting. 

A  communion  service  was  held  in 
charge  of  the  pastors  of  the  Sub- 
District. 

Pete  Lesmeister,  president,  was 
in  charge  of  the  business  meeting 
when  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  Bill  Weld,  Fisher,  president; 
Wade  Wanton,  Tyronza,  vice-presi- 


The  Youthful  Accent 


By  Hoover  Rupert 


TESTING  YOUR  RELIGION 

Protestant-Episcopal  Bishop  Fred 
Ingley  of  Colorado  recently  gave  us 
an  eight-fold  test  of  one’s  personal 
religion,  that  has  special  application 
to  the  youthful  scene. 

First,  “has  your  religion  inspired 
you  to  accept  discipline  and  endure 
hardship?"  That’s  a  good  combina¬ 
tion.  Not  everyone  is  required  to 
endure  actual  hardship  —  although 
who  would  maintain  what  he  has 
been  through  isn’t  hardship!  But, 
all  of  us  should  be  willing  to  accept 
some  disciplines  if  life  is  to  be  ef¬ 
fective.  The  Christian  faith  can  help 
us  to  accept  its  challenge  to  under¬ 
take  the  disciplines  of  discipleship. 

Second,  “Has  your  religion  made 
you  kindly  and  sympathetic?"  There 
are  some  youth  who  look  on  kindli¬ 
ness  and  sympathy  as  being  senti¬ 
mental  indications  of  weakness.  But 
religion  can  never  be  strong  without 
such  a  spirit  of  understanding  and 
sympathy  that  we  can  see  the  other 
fellow’s  needy  situation  and  try  to 
do  something  about  it  to  help. 

Third,  “Can  you  be  high-minded 
amidst  drudgery  and  difficulty?” 
There’s  a  rough  one  for  anyone 
with  the  youthful  accent!  When  life 
seems  dull  and  monotonous  can  you 
still  lift  your  eyes  to  the  hills  of 
God  and  know  something  of  the 
glory  of  faith? 

Fourth,  “Can  you  be  happy 
alone?"  So,  you  say,  who’s  alone? 
All  of  us  have  to  learn  to  live  with 
ourselves.  But  can  we  live  happily 
with  ourselves,  may  well  be  the 
question  for  some  of  us!  Can  you 
enjoy  solitude  on  occasion,  or  must 
you  have  something  going  on  all 
the  time?  That’s  a  big  problem  with 
some  kids  today.  “Gotta  have  sum- 
pin  doin  all  the  time.”  TV,  records, 
shows,  games,  car-rides,  school  ac¬ 
tivities  —  and  so  on,  just  so  we  don’t 
have  to  sit  down  arid  be  alone!  Well, 
religion  ought  to  help  out  in  facing 
the  demand  for  living  with  yourself 
— at  least  a  little  at  a  time! 

Fifth,  “Can  you  look  out  on  the 
world  and  see  something  besides 
dollars  and  cents?"  We  live  in  a 
time  when  the  dollar  sign  is  about 
as  big  as  it  can  get.  Jobs  are  judged 
by  the  salary  scale.  Homes  are  eval¬ 
uated  by  how  much  they  cost  in 
dollars.  Clothes  and  cars  and  so  on 
— they  are  all  indexed  on  the  basis 
of  dollar-value.  Religion  helps  one 
see  that  the  deeper  values  of  life 
have  no  dollar  sign,  that  basic  hap¬ 
piness  cannot  be  bought  at  the  five 
and  ten  or  put  away  in  a  safety  de¬ 
posit  box.  It  comes  from  the  values 
which  Christ  brought  into  life. 

Sixth,  “Can  you  look  up  into  the 
sky  at  night  and  see  beyond  the 
stars?"  Of  course  you  ought  to  begin 
by  looking  up  at  the  stars  sometime! 
But  can  you  sense  the  greatness 
of  the  God  who  spangles  the  night 
with  stars?  The  religion  of  Jesus 
helps  you  know  this  God  as  creator, 
but  as  Father  as  well. 

Seventh,  “Can  your  soul  claim 


dent;  Sandra  Prince,  Marked  Tree, 
secretary;  Jimmy  Block,  Weiner, 
treasurer;  Ann  Rowlett,  Trumann, 
reporter. 

One  hundred  forty-two  members 
attended  the  meeting.  Installation  of 
officers  will  be  held  at  the  May 
meeting  to  be  held  at  Weona. 

Refreshments  were  served  by  the 
women  of  the  church.  —  Ann  Row¬ 
lett 


FORREST  CITY 
DISTRICT  YOUTH 
MEETING 

The  Forrest  City  District  Youth 
Meeting  was  held  on  April  2  at 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Marianna 
with  146  young  people  present. 
Bruce  Perry,  the  district  president, 
announced  the  dates  of  the  camps 
at  Bear  Creek  and  the  Youth  As¬ 
sembly  at  Hendrix  College.  The 
following  officers  were  elected: 
president,  John  Spicer,  Forrest  City; 
vice-president,  John  Braden,  West 
Helena;  and  secretary-treasurer, 
Sara  McGregor,  Cotton  Plant. 

Following  a  song  fest  led  by  Rev. 
Gail  Anderson,  Rev.  George  Martin 
brought  the  message.  The  meeting 
was  closed  with  the  M.Y.F.  benedic¬ 
tion  led  by  Bruce  Perry.  — Reporter. 


relationship  with  its  Maker?"  Do 

you  feel  more  than  an  academic  in¬ 
terest  in  God?  Can  you  accept  the 
personal  relationship  which  Jesus 
has  promised  to  all  who  follow  him? 
That’s  what  the  Christian  faith  can 
do  for  you! 

Finally,  "Can  you  take  it?"  If  your 
religion  is  the  religion  of  Jesus,  you 
can! 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


Worth  ,  T raveling  Miles 
And  Miles  To  See  .  .  . 


JERUSALEM 

AND  THE  ENTIRE 
HOLY  LAND 

COMPLETE  &  AUTHENTIC 
IN  BEAUTIFUL  REPLICA 

Sunday  School  Teachers  are  espe¬ 
cially  invited  to  bring  their  classes 
to  see  Jerusalem  and  Biblical 
Scenes.  A  dramatic  presentation  of 
the  birthplace  of  Christ. 

NOW  OPEN  EVERY  DAY 

1:00  to  5:00  and  7:00  to  11:00 


ADMISSION 

Children  25c  Adults  50c 


EXHIBITION  AT  . 

519  Spring  Little  Rock 
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Reports  Russian  Churches  Loyal  to  Soviet 
Political,  Economic  Policies 


Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)  — 
Russian  churches  were  described 
here  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake, 
president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  as  “allies”  of  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  in  the  fight  against 
materialism  but  loyal  to  Soviet  poli¬ 
tical  and  economic  policies. 

Dr.  Blake,  who  headed  a  nine- 
man  American  Protestant  deputa¬ 
tion  to  Russia  in  March,  led  a  panel 
discussion  on  the  trip  held  during 
the  annual  meeting  here  of  the 
United  States  Conference  for  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
conference  was  attended  by  125 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  leaders 
from  32  denominations. 

“There  are  at  least  two  major 
contests  going  on  worldwide  today,” 
he  said.  “One  is  the  contest  for  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  men  between 
humanistic  materialists  and  those 
who  believe  in  God  and  man’s  duty 
to  Him.  In  this  struggle,  the  church¬ 
es  in  the  Soviet  Union  may  be 
counted  upon  as  allies  of  our 
churches  here  in  the  United  States. 

“The  other  is  the  political  and 
economic  contest  between  Russian 
totalitarian  Communism  and  the 
free  society  of  the  West.  In  this 
latter  contest,  the  churches  in  the 
Soviet  Union  are  not  our  allies  and 
must  be  accounted  as  at  least  as 
loyal  to  their  government  as  we 
are  to  ours.” 


CHILDREN’S  HOME  REPORT 

(Continued  from  last  week) 


Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 

Little  Rock  Conference  . 

Irene  Hunt'  S.  S.  Class, 

Fort  Smith  St.  Paul's  Church 
Felllcwship  Class,  Little  Rock, 

Henderson  Church  . 

Wesley  Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 


Anonymous  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claud  Rogers, 

Little  Rock  First  Church  . 

Mary  Martha  Class, 

Smackover  Methodist  Church  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmett  J.  Foster, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 

D.  W.  Richardson  . 

Chas.  A.  Beasley,  Fort  Smith  . 

Almyra  Church  W.S.C.S . 

Dr.  M.  T.  Crow,  Warren  Meth.  Ch . 

Young  Adult  Class,  North  Little 
Rock  Washington  Avenue  Church 
Lenna  Webb,  Independence,  Kansas 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  . 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Prairie  Grove  Church  . 

Hanks  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

Helena  First  Church  . 

Rose  Couples  Class, 

First  Church,  Camden  . 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Rogers  Central  Church  . 

The  Friendship  Class, 

Mena  Methodist  Church  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Tennyson, 

Smackover  Methodist  Church  . 

Junior  High  Department,  Hope 

First  Church  . 

Second  Mile  Class,  Jonesboro 

First  Church  . 

Open  Door  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 

Wesley  Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 


10.00 

244.86 

10.00 

10.00 

8.00 

10.00 

10.00 

20.00 

10.00 

30.00 

10.00 

6.00 

100.00 

5.00 

15.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

40.00 

10.00 

20.00 

200.00 

10. Oo 


30.00 

20.00 

10.00 


Total  . $1,354.08 

Miscellaneous  collections  .  465.12 

Memorials  collections  .  210.00 


GRAND  TOTAL  . $2,029.20 

Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 


British  Baptist 
Membership  Increases 

London  (RNS)  — Baptist  church 
■nembership  in  Great  Britain  in¬ 
creased  last  year  for  the  first  time 
in  30  years. 

This  was  disclosed  in  a  report 
Prepared  for  the  annual  assembly 
°f  the  Baptist  Union  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tan  and  Ireland.  It  gives  the  total 
noembership  at  the  end  of  1955  as 
326,633,  an  increase  of  737  over  the 
Previous  year’s  figure  of  325,896. 


Graham  Announces 
Plans  For  Eight-Week 
New  York  Crusade 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  announced  here  he 
will  begin  his  crusade  in  New  York 
on  or  around  May  12,  1957,  and  that 
it  will  last  for  at  least  eight  weeks. 

He  disclosed  plans  for'  the  New 
York  crusade  at  a  breakfast  in  his 
honor  attended  by  850  Protestant 
clergymen  and  laymen. 

During  the  crusade,  the  evangelist 
said,  a  mass-meeting  will  be  held 
every  night  in  a  ball  park  or  some 
other  large  arena.  Daily  meetings 
also  will  be  held  in  factories,  shops, 
and  “at  every  place  where  we  can 
reach  people,”  he  added. 


CHURCH  AND  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  RELATIONS 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
curriculum  materials  in  1957. 

Mr.  Van  Loon’s  office  is  co-op¬ 
erating  with  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  preparing  a  leader¬ 
ship  course  on  religion  and  public 
education. 

An  institute  on  the  church’s  week¬ 
day  opportunities  has  been  held  in 
the  New  Jersey  Conference  and  a 
seminar  on  religion  and  public  edu¬ 
cation  is  scheduled  for  the  North- 
East  Ohio  Conference  in  September. 

Some  of  the  Methodist  theologi¬ 
cal  schools  are  contemplating  in¬ 
cluding  this  area  of  work  in  the 
training  of  young  ministers.  A 
series  of  meetings  in  this  field  has 
already  been  held  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  and  another  is  scheduled  for 
Duke  University  in  October. 

Mr.  Van  Loon  stated  that  there  is 
no  doubt  that  Methodist  interest  in 
this  work  is  increasing.  “Enter¬ 
prises  in  which  we  may  co-operate 
with  the  annual  conference  boards 
of  education  are  most  earnestly 
sought,”  he  said. 


New  Books 

Meet  These  Men 

Clovis  G.  Chappell 
Abingdon  Press,  $2.00 

MEET  THESE  MEN  by  Clovis  G. 
Chappell  is  a  collection  of  14  force¬ 
ful  sermons  published  April  9  by 
Abingdon  Press.  Each  sermon  is  a 
penetrating  character  sketch  of  a 
biblical  personality  that  points  out 
some  predominating  trait  or  tend¬ 
ency  which  leads  either  to  his  spirit¬ 
ual  triumph  or  to  his  downfall.  In 
each  case  Dr.  Chappell  shows  that 
no  one,  not  even  Judas,  was  entirely 
bad.  Each  of  these  men  had  good 
qualities  and  good  intentions,  but 
what  determined  the  course  of  their 
lives  was  which  goal  they  put  first. 

Some  of  the  sermons  deal  with 
biblical  accounts;  for  instance,  the 
story  of  Samuel,  “The  Man  Who 
Refused  to  Be  Fired.”  Samuel  out¬ 
standingly  served  his  country  as 
prophet  and  judge,  was  retired 
while  he  was  yet  a  capable  man, 
but  instead  of  giving  way  to  his 
feelings  of  indignation,  found  new 
ways  to  serve  his  people.  Other  ser¬ 
mons  tell  how  Dr.  Chappell  imag¬ 
ines  things  might  have  happened; 
for  instance,  the  account  of  Simon, 
“The  Man  Who  Missed  His  Chance.” 
This  tells  of  Jesus’  poorly  received 
visit  to  his  home  town,  and  explains 
why  Simon  (a  make-believe  resident 
of  Nazareth)  failed  to  appreciate 
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him  and  missed  his  chance  to  be 
saved. 

In  these  sermons  Dr.  Chappell 
shows  how  we  can  apply  to  our 
lives  today  lessons  learned  from  the 
experiences  of  these  men.  He  uses 
many  illustrations  from  the  Bible, 
from  literature,  and  from  his  own 
experiences  with  people  to  show 
■  how  we  can  acquire  the  good  quali¬ 
ties  and  how  we  can  overcome  the 
bad  tendencies.  He  retells  the  bibli¬ 
cal  stories  in  modern  words  and  ex¬ 
pressions  and  thus  better  reveals 
their  pertinency  to  our  times. 

THE  AUTHOR:  Dr.  Clovis  G. 
Chappell  is  one  of  the  best  loved 
and  most  active  ministers  of  our 
time.  Although  he  retired  in  1949, 
he  is  still  quite  busy  with  preaching- 
at-large  assignments  and  with  his 
writing.  He  is  "the  author  of  about 
30  books,  among  which  are:  THE 
SEVEN  WORDS,  ANOINTED  TO' 
PREACH,  TEN  RULES  FOR  LIV¬ 
ING,  IF  I  WERE  YOUNG,  CHAP¬ 
PELL’S  SPECIAL  DAY  SERMONS, 
and  IN  PARABLES. 

-Dr.  Chappell  holds  degrees  from 
Duke  University,  Centenary  College, 
and  Birmingham-Southern.  He  has 
had  pastorates  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma;  Dallas,  Texas;  Washing¬ 


ton,  D.C.;  Memphis,  Tennessee; 
Houston,  Texas;  Birmingham,  Ala¬ 
bama;  Jackson,  Mississippi;  and 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  He  now 
lives  in  Waverly,  Tennessee. 


€f)urcf)Jfurntture 

Circular  and  Straight 
Pews-Pulpit  Furniture 
Special  Designs— 
Write  for  Catalog 


BUDDE  &  WEIS  MFG.  CO. 

JACKSON.  TENNESSEE 


G  O  W  N  S 

•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Btxfl  Headquarters  for 

RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Church  Furniture  •  Stole* 
Embroider! e«  •  Veitmente 
Hanging*  .  Communion  ] 
Set*  •  Altar  Bros*  Goode  I 


WRITE  DEFT  JL  fOft  CATALOG  A 


At*  I  CHURCH  GOODS 
VJ-I44I  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

iYiy 33’.  ARCH  STREET.  pHILADflPHU  7 


A  teacher’s  dream  come  true .  .  . 

CONCORDANCE  BIBLE 

Red-Letter  Edition— Leather  Binding.  .  .  $5.00 


Teachers  .  .  .  here’s  the  Bible  you’ve  always  wanted  but 
never  dreamed  you’d  find  at  such  a  low  cost!  This  Bible  con¬ 
tains  all  the  helps  you  need  in  preparing  your  lessons  and  for 
your  own  Bible  study.  It  contains  a  Concordance,  eight  pages 
of  colored  maps;  16  illustrations,  some  in  full  color;  words  of 
Christ  printed  in  red;  calendar  for  daily  reading  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures;  Great  periods  of  Bible  history;  select  chapters  for  special 
occasions;  Aids  for  social  and  private  prayer;  the  Prayers  of 
Jesus;  weight,  money  and  measures  and  a  summary  of  the  Books 
of  tire  Bible,  plus  many  other  study  helps. 

This  Bible  is  bound  in  genuine  leather,  has  overlapping  covers 
with  rounded  corners.  Front  cover  and  spine  stamped  in  gold. 
King  James  Version  printed  on  Indo-Text  paper  in  easy-to-read 
self-pronouncing,  bold  type.  Ribbon  place  marker,  presentation 
page  and  a  family  register.  Size,  5/2x7%  inches,  pages  are  rounded 
and  the  edges  finished  in  gold-over-red.  An  exceptional  value 
for  anyone  desiring  a  good  study  Bible. 

WD-232C .  postpaid,  $5.00 

Add  state  sales  tax  if  necessary— none  on  interstate  orders 


Q He  ’Methodist  Tubftshincj  Houses 

Please  order  from  House  scrying  you 
Baltimore  3  •  Chicago  11  •  Cincinnati  2  •  Dallas  1 

Detroit  1  •  Kansas  City  6  •  Nashville  2  •  New  York  11 

Pittsburgh  30'  •  Portland  5  •  Richmond  16  •  San  Francisco  2 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

ba,od  °n  ‘‘International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
r«h.£»i  Chri,tian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 

Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  MAY  13,  1956 

“THE  GOSPEL  FOR  ALL  MEN” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts  11  ■ 
1-18. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “I  ‘perceive  that  God  shows 
no  partiality,  but  in  every  nation  any  one  who  fears  him 
and  does  what  is  right  is  acceptable  to  him.”  (Acts  10:34- 
35) 


This  is  the  second  lesson  of  eight- 
sessions  UNIT  X:  “NEW  HORI¬ 
ZONS.”  The  general  aim  of  the 
unit  is  “to  help  men  and  women 
understand  the  essentials  of  con¬ 
version  and  become  enthusiastic  for 
the  expansion  of  Christianity  today 
and  tomorrow.”  The  title  of  the 
first  lesson  of  the  unit  was  “Con¬ 
verted  and  Commissioned.”  The 
lesson  dealt  with  the  conversion  of 
Saul  of  Tarsus  and  the  fact  that  he 
was  to  later  be  commissioned  as 
the  Apostles  to  the  Gentiles.  The 
lesson  dealt  primarily  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  steps  that  are  essential  to 
conversion.  The  lesson  also  had  the 
object  of  helping  students  to  ascer¬ 
tain  whether  or  not  they  have  been 
truly  converted,  and  if  not  to  seek 
such  an  experience  through  fully 
surrendering  to  Christ. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today  —  “The  Gospel  for  All  Men.” 
The  lesson  has  a  very  good  aim. 
According  to  The  Adult  Student  the 
aim  of  the  lesson  is  “to  lead  adults 
to  remove  from  their  hearts  and 
minds  all  obstacles  to  Christian 
brotherhood.” 

It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  know 
that  the  Gospel  is  for  all  men.  Over 
and  over  again  the  Bible  tells  us 
that  Christ  died  for  all  people.  For 
example,  in  Hebrews  2:9  we  read, 
“But  we  see  Jesus,  who  for  a  little 
while  was  made  lower  than  the 
angels,  crowned  with  glory  and 
honor  because  of  the  suffering  of 
death,  so  that  by  the  grace  of  God 
he  might  taste  death  for  everyone. 
“In  speaking  of  the  fact  that  God 
desires  that  salvation  be  for  men,  in 
2  Tim.  2:4  Paul  says,  “This  is  good 
and  is  acceptable  in  the  sight  of 
God  our  Savior,  who  desires  all  men 
to  be  saved  and  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.” 

We  could  go  on  multiplying  quota¬ 
tions  showing  that  the  Gospel  is 
for  all.  The  Bible  speaks  of  an  elec¬ 
tion  all  right,  but  this  is  an  election 
where  only  two  votes  are  required 
to  elect.  God  votes  for  all  people  to 
have  salvation  and  if  each  individ¬ 
ual  will  vote  for  himself  he  will  be 
elected;  he  will  be  saved.  Of  course, 
his  vote  requires  the  meeting  of 
the  conditions  of  salvation. 

A  Look  At  The  Scriptures 

The  Scripture  for  this  lesson  has 
been  well  chosen.  It  shows  beyond 
a  doubt  that  God  intends  for  the 
Gospel  to  be  for  all  people.  Just 
prior  to  the  events  of  our  lesson 
Peter  was  staying  in  the  home  of  a 
tanner  named  Simon  who  lived  in 
Joppa.  There  about  noon  one  day 
he  had  a  vision  that  convinced  him 
that  God  is  interested  in  all  people. 

About  the  time  Peter  was  having 
his  vision  another  man,  Cornelius,  a 
Gentile  and  a  captain  in  the  Roman 
Army,  was  also  having  one.  In  his 
vision  an  angel  told  him  to  send 
and  get  Peter  at  Joppa  and  he 
would  tell  him  what  to  do  to  be 


saved.  He  sent  soldiers  to  carry  out 
this  task  and  Peter  gladly  went  to 
Caesarea  with  them;  that  was 
where  Cornelius  lived.  He  preached 
to  Cornelius  and  his  family  and  all 
were  saved.  Peter  realized  that 
these  Gentiles  had  received  the 
Holy  Spirit  just  as  truly  as  the 
disciples  had  on  the  day  of  Pente¬ 
cost.  He  then  proceeded  to  baptize 
them. 

A  short  time  after  this  Peter  re¬ 
turned  to  Jerusalem.  He  was  taken 
to  task  for  his  activity  with  regards 
to  these  Gentiles.  Our  printed  text 
goes  on  to  tell  us  that  “The  circum¬ 
cision  party  critized  him.”  “They 
raised  the  question  with  him  “Why 
did  you  go  to  uncircumcised  men 
and  eat  with  them?” 

The  chief  portion  of  our  lesson  is 
made  up  of  Peter’s  answer  to  this 
question  and  his  defense  of  his 
activity.  He  went  on  to  tell  his  crit¬ 
ics  about  the  vision  he  had  had,  and 
how  at  the  close  of  vision  these  men 
had  come  to  him  from  Caeserea. 
He  reminded  them  that  the  Lord 
had  said  to  him  in  the  midst  of  the 
vision,  “What  God  has  cleaned  you 
must  not  call  common.” 

Peter  felt  sure  that  the  fact  that 
these  men  came  to  him,  right  at  the 
close  of  this  vision  was  no  coinci¬ 
dence.  He  was  certain  that  God  was 
showing  him  in  this  manner  that  he 
was  ready  to  receive  the  Gentiles 
into  his  Kingdom. 

In  making  his  defense  Peter  told 
of  his  experience  in  the  home  of 
Cornelius.  He  went  on  to  say,  “As 
I  began  to  speak,  the  Holy  Spirit 
fell  on  them  just  as  on  us  at  the  be¬ 
ginning.  And  I  remembered  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  how  he  said,  ‘John 
baptized  with  water  but  you  shall 
be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spirit.’ 
If  then  God  gave  the  same  gift  to 
them  as  he  gave  to  us  when  we  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
was  I  that  I  could  withstand  God?” 
We  are  told  that  when  these  critics 
heard  this  they  were  silenced.  Not 
only  so,  but  we  are  told  that  they 
glorified  God  because  he  had  grant¬ 
ed  repentance  to  the  Gentiles  also. 
It  seems  that  this  would  have  for¬ 
ever  settled  this  argument,  but  it 
did  not.  Later  we  will  find  Paul 
having  trouble  with  the  same  group; 
the  circumcision  party  in  the  early 
Christian  Church. 

Religious  Divisions 
There  has  never  been  a  major  re¬ 
ligion  that  did  not  have  divisions. 
This  is  not  a  situation  that  is  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Christian  Protestantism. 
It  is  true  with  all  religions,  even 
the  non-Christian  groups.  Moham¬ 
medanism  has  its  divisions;  and  the 
same  thing  is  true  with  Buddhism 
and  Judaism.  Our  Catholic  friends 
thought  they  could  prevent  divisions 
within  their  ranks  by  keeping  the 
Bible  away  from  the  rank  and  file 
of  their  lay  people,  but  they  have 
not  succeeded.  They  have  their  in¬ 


ternal  divisions  just  as  the  Protes¬ 
tants  do. 

There  is  nothing  strange  about 
these  divisions.  They  only  indicate 
the  fact  that  in  all  groups  there  are 
some  people  who  are  going  to  do 
some  thinking  for  themselves,  and 
when  they  do  there  will  be  some 
differences  of  opinions  and  these 
differences  form  the  groundwork 
of  later  divisions. 

S'o,  the  early  Christian  Church 
was  divided,  and  the  division  came 
about  in  a  perfectly  natural  way. 
It  is  a  known  fact  that  all  the 
early  followers  of  Christ  were  Jews. 
They  belonged  to  the  Jewish 
Church  as  Christ  himself  did.  These 
people  did  not  throw  off  their  mem¬ 
bership  in  Judaism;  they  simply 
added  Christianity  to  it.  To  their 
way  of  thinking  a  Christian  was 
simply  a  number  of  the  Jewish 
Church  who  accepted  Christ  as  the 
promised  Messiah. 

These  people  naturally  felt  that 
for  Gentiles  to  become  Christians 
it  was  necessary  for  them  to  first 
become  members  of  Judaism.  It 
was  necessary  that  all  males  be 
circumcised  and  all  subscribe  to  and 
keep  the  ceremonial  law  of  Moses 
with  regards  to  clean  and  unclean 
foods,  etc. 

This  led  to  a  division  in  the  early 
Christian  movement.  From  the 
early  days  of  that  movement  there 
were  some  who  did  not  believe  that 
it  was  necessary  for  Gentiles  to  first 
become  Jews,  religiously  speaking, 
before  they  could  become  Chris¬ 
tians.  The  Apostle  Peter  was  in  that 
group.  He  received  Cornelius  and 
his  family  into  the  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  without  them  first  sub¬ 
scribing  to  the  practices  of  Judaism. 
The  argument  of  our  lesson  was 
about  that  very  thing. 

Cornelius  and  his  family  were  the 
first  Gentiles  to  come  into  the  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  in  this  manner. 
Some  Samaritans  had  come  in  prior 
to  this  time,  but  they  were  part 
Jew  and  subscribed  to  much  of  the 
teaching  of  Judaism.  They  did  not 
accept  all  the  Old  Testament  as  the 
inspired  word  of  God  as  the  Jews 
did,  but  they  did  accept  the  first 
books  of  it  which  was  the  main  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures.  Philip 
had  also  baptized  the  Ethiopian 
treasurer  into  the  fellowship,  but 
prior  to  his  reception  he  had  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  the  Jewish 
Church. 

For  the  time  being  Peter  silenced 
his  would-be  critics,  but  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  not  settled  once  and  for  all 
at  that  time.  As  stated  above  Paul 
had  a  lot  of  trouble  with  this  same 
group.  They  later  came  to  be  called 
Judaizers.  They  followed  Paul 
around  on  his  missionary  tours  and 
tried  to  convince  the  Gentiles  con¬ 
verts  that  they  could  not  be  saved 
without  first  subscribing  to  Juda¬ 
ism. 

Cornelius  was  not  a  full-fledged 
member  of  Judaism  but  he  was 
what  was  called  at  that  time  a  God- 
fearer.  This  simply  means  that  he 
subscribed  to  the  high  ethical  stand¬ 
ards  of  Judaism,  which  were  the 
highest  standards  of  that  type  in  the 
world  at  that  time,  but  he  did  not 
practice  the  ceremonial  laws  of 
Moses.  The  greatest  per  cent  of  the 
Gentiles  who  united  with  the  early 
Christian  movement  were  people 
of  this  type;  they  were  individuals 
who  had  already  received  quite  a 
bit  of  help  from  the  ethical  teach¬ 
ings  of  Judaism. 

These  Judaizers  were  like  a  lot 
of  religious  people  we  have  in  the 
world  today;  they  put  conformity 
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ahead  of  character  and  ritual  ahead 
of  righteousness.  The  writer  is 
thinking  of  a  group  just  now  who 
make  such  a  to  do  about  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  the  Sabbath,  by  which  they 
mean  the  seventh  rather  than  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  that  one 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  the  only  commandment 
that  God  ever  gave.  The  Pharisees 
gave  Christ  a  lot  of  trouble  at  this 
very  point.  They  constantly  accused 
him  of  being  a  sabbath-breaker. 

This  brings  to  mind  another  group 
who  put  conformity  ahead  of  char¬ 
acter  and  ritual  ahead  of  righteous¬ 
ness.  This  is  the  group  who  try  to 
tell  us  that  one  cannot  possibly  go 
to  heaven  unless  he  is  baptized  in 
water  and  he  is  not  baptized  unless 
he  is  immersed  and  he  is  not  prop¬ 
erly  immersed  unless  one  of  their 
ministers  do  it.  That  is  really  put¬ 
ting  a  strict  limit  on  salvation,  and 
^if  it  were  true  there  would  not  be 
'  enough  people  in  heaven  to  create 
any  interest.  One  does  not  have  to 
be  either  a  philosopher  or  a  theo¬ 
logian  to  see  the  kinship  of  these 
modern  restrictions  to  those  of  the 
Judaizers  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Church.  ' 

Gospel  For  All  Groups 

The  Gospel  is  for  all  Christian 
groups.  No  Christian  on  earth  can 
save  any  person.  Christ  alone  can 
do  that.  Any  group  that  preaches 
salvation  through  the  forsaking  of 
sins,  the  acceptance  of  Christ  as 
Saviour  and  Lord,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  of  him  as  an  example  of  life  is 
preaching  the  Gospel,  and  any  per¬ 
son  who  accepts  and  practices  that 
Gospel  is  saved.  This  was  what 
Peter  preached  to  Cornelius  and  his 
family.  If  one  wants  to  read  it 
let  him  refer  to  Acts  10:34-43.  As 
Peter  preached  this  Gospel  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  upon  these  people;  they 
were  happily  saved,  and  mind  you, 
this  took  place  before  they  were 
baptized.  After  these  people  were 
saved,  Peter  raised  the  question 
“Can  anyone  forbid  water  for  bap¬ 
tizing  these  people  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  Holy  Spirit  just  as  we 
have?”  Peter  commanded  that  these 
people  be  baptized  not  to  save  them 
but  because  they  were  saved. 

After  all  is  said  and  done  if  we 
will  be  broad-minded,  kind-hearted, 
and  fair  about  the  matter  we  will 
have  to  admit  that  all  Christian 
groups  preach  the  Gospel;  that  is 
they  preach  that  salvation  comes 
through  the  forsaking  of  sin,  ac¬ 
cepting  Christ  as  Saviour  and  Lord, 
and  following  him  as  example  in 
righteous  living.  People  accept  this 
Gospel  as  preached  by  various 
Christian  groups  and  join  those 
groups. 

The  Judaizers  tried  to  restrict 
the  Gospel  in  their  day.  We  need  to 
be  careful  that  we  do  not  make  the 
same  mistake.  1 1  is  all  right  for 
various  Christian  groups  to  have 
points  of  differences,  but  all  of 
them  should  be  careful  not  to  look 
upon  these  points  as  essentials  of 
the  Gospel.  That  is  exactly  what 
the  Judaizers  did. 

A  Gospel  For  All  Races 

Not  only  is  this  a  Gospel  for  all 
Christian  groups,  it  is  also  a  Gospel 
for  all  races  and  colors.  Any  person, 
regardless  of  his  nationality,  the 
color  of  his  skin,  his  social,  or  eco¬ 
nomic  standing,  who  accepts  Christ 
as  his  Savious  and  follows  him  as 
his  example  is  a  Christian  brother 
to  all  other  human  beings  in  the 
whole  world  who  have  done  the 
same  thing.  The  Gospel  is  for  all 
people.  May  God  help  us  that  we  do 
not  restrict  it  in  any  way  with 
nonessential  matters. 
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lETHODIST  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  ENDS  13-DAY  session 

Several  Major  Moves 
Made  At  Historic 


Meeting 

(Staff  Article) 

Several  major  steps  were  taken 
during  the  quadrennial  Methodist 
General  Conference  which  has  been 
in  session  in  Minneapolis  since  April 
25  and  which  adjourned  early  this 
week.  Accomplishments  included 
the  adoption  of  a  record  World 
Service  budget,  the  approval  of  a 
constitutional  amendment,  which 
will  be  submitted  to  the  135  annual 
conferences  for  ratification,  grant¬ 
ing  of  full  and  unqualified  rights  to 
women,  adoption  of  a  new  quad¬ 
rennial  program,  authorization  of 
two  new  theological  schools,  two 
new  church  publications,  and  a  new 
school  of  international  service  in 
Washington. 

Judicial  Council  Members  Elected 

In  other  action  five  new  members 
were  named  to  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil,  Methodism’s  Supreme  Court. 
New  members  include  Dr.  R.  F. 
Curl,  San  Antonio  pastor,  Dr.  A. 
Wesley  Pugh,  Marion,  Indiana,  pas¬ 
tor;  Dr.  J.  Russell  Throckmorton, 
Hays,  Kansas,  pastor;  Judge  Ivan 
Lee  Holt,  Jr.,  St.  Louis,  laymen;  and 
Donal  A.  Odel,  Los  Angeles. 

World  Service  Budget 

Accepting  a  recommendation  of 
the  Council  on  World  Service,  the 
conference  adopted;  an  annual 
World  Service  Budget  for  the  1956- 
60  quadrennium  of  $12,200,000,  or 
$48,800,000  for  the  quadrennium. 
This  compares  with  the  annual  ask¬ 
ing  for  the  1952-56  quadrennium  of 
$9,660,000  or  $38,640,000  for  the  four 
years. 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  confer¬ 
ences  will  be  apportioned  the  fol¬ 
lowing  amounts  annually  for  the 
next  quadrennium:  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference;  $102,462;  Louisiana,  $94- 
406,  and  North  Arkansas  Conference 
$98,708.  These  amounts  represent  a 
35%  increase  over  the  1952-56  ask¬ 
ings. 

Clergy  Rights  for  Women 

f  In  the  clergy  rights  for  women 
issue  the  Committee  on  Ministry 
had  brought  in  for  conference  con¬ 
sideration  a  recommendation  which 
would  have  extended  clergy  rights 
to  single  and  unmarried  women. 
However  as  amended  and  passed  the 
conference  by  a  substantial  major¬ 
ity  extended  the  rights  of  confer¬ 
ence  membership  to  women  who 
could  qualify  on  the  same  grounds 
as  men. 

Quadrennial  Program  Adopted 

The  Quadrennial  Program  which 
was  adopted  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  was  the  result  of  the  co¬ 
operative  planning  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  the  Council  op  World 
Service  and  Advance,  the  Co-ordi¬ 
nating  Council,  the  Council  of  Sec¬ 
retaries  and  the  President  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 


Luling  Church  Opens  1st  Unit  Sunday 


Louisiana  Laymen 
To  Meet  At 
Brewer 


Formal  opening  services  are 
scheduled  for  the  Luling  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans  District,  on 
next  Sunday,  May  13,  Mother’s  Day, 
according  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  C.  W. 
Bennett.  The  Luling  Methodist 
Church  is  the  current  1000  Club 
project  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
As  such  it  is  scheduled  to  receive 
$10,000  from  the  conference  at  or 
near  the  June  conference  session  as 
a  result  of  its  participation  in  the 
1000  Club  program  to  which  1000 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  give  $10 
each  to  a  selected  worthy  church 
extension  project  approved  by  the 
conference. 

The  Luling  church,  the  only 
Methodist  church  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  River  in  Jefferson 
Parish,  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a 
rapidly  developing  residential  and 
industrial  area  and  has  been  meet¬ 
ing  in  a  nearby  community  building 


since  its  organization  more  than  a 
year  ago.  The  first  unit,  an  educa¬ 
tion  building,  will  serve  until  the 
sanctuary  is  erected  later. 

Much  work  will  remain  to  be 
done  in  the  interior  of  the  building 
after  the  congregation  moves  in,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Rev.  Mr.  Bennett,  and 
1000  Club  assistance  will  help  to 
complete  this  work.  The  building 
will  not  be  furnished  by  the  time 
of  its  opening.  Because  of  the  urgent 
need  to  house  the  congregation,  Dr. 
Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  has  announced 
that  the  District  will  observe  “Lu¬ 
ling  Day”  on  Mother’s  Day. 

Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Missions  which  has  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  1000  Club  church 
extension  program,  points  out  that 
the  current  project  expires  with 
the  annual  conference  session  and 
urges  district  and  local  church  lead¬ 
ers  to  complete  their  participation 
in  the  program. 


Louisiana's  Newest  1000  Club  Project — Luling 


One  hundred  and  fifty  Louisiana 
Methodist  Laymen  are  expected  to 
register  for  the  two  day  Laymen’s 
Work  Conference  at  Camp  Brewer, 
May  19-20,  according  to  Robert  P. 
Lay,  Gilliam,  Conference.  Lay  Lead¬ 
er.  In  what  conference  leaders  hope 
will  be  an  annual  laymen’s  confer¬ 
ence,  extensive  plans  have  been 


made  for  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  executive  secretary  bf  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities,  will  give  two  addresses  at 
the  Conference.  Other  out-of-state 
speakers  include  Charles  A.  Stuck, 
Jonesboro,  Ark.,  Lay  Leader  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference. 

The  opening  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference  is  scheduled  for  Saturday 
afternoon  at  5:00  o’clock  and  the 
conference  will  close  with  the  mid- 
oay  meal  on  Sunday. 

Cost  of  the  conference  for  laymen 
attending,  according  to  Mr.  Lay, 
'ydl  be  $6.00,  including  bed  and 
hree  meals.  Each  layman  should 
ring  pillow,  sheets,  blankets,  'and 
towels. 


An  Address  Delivered  Recently  To  The  Little  Rock  Town  and  Country  Convocation 

The  T own  And  Country 

Church  On  The  Move 


C.  Ray  Hozandorf* 


THE  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  seek  to 
point  out  the  basic  problems  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Church  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  and  to  seek  to  direct  your 
thinking  briefly  toward  helping  to  solve  these 
problems. 

First,  let  us  look  at  the  framework  of  rural 
society  as  described  by  Rockwell  Smith  in  his 
book  The  Church  in  Our  Town.  He  says  that  the 
first  unit  of  rural  society  is  the  family,  and  that 
the  rural  family  lives  in  close  association  with 
the  occupation  of  the  family  head.  (2)  A  second 
characteristic  is  that  rural  families  are  relatively 
large.  (3)  A  third  characteristic  is  that  rural  fam¬ 
ilies  have  fewer  neighbors  and  fewer  contacts 
outside  the  family  circle  than  urban  families. 
(4)  A  fourth  characteristic  is  that  rural  families 
are  seasonally  employed,  (pp.  24-27)  Bishop 
William  C.  Martin  in  The  Church  in  the  Rural 
Community  says:  “The  family  has  been  the  cen¬ 
tral  institution  in  the  rural  world,  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of  rural  social  life,  and  its  relation¬ 
ships  have  conditioned  the  nature  of  other  rural 
institutions.  No  other  social  group  has  been  so 
strongly  integrated.”  (pp.  16)  He  also  says  that 
the  rural  family  is  generally  more  stable  and 
integrated  than  urban  families  and  that  each 
family  member  has  specific  responsibilities  to 
fulfill  in  the  household,  (pp.  16-17).  The  church 
must  seek  to  offer  a  type  of  activity  for  each 
member  of  the  family  that  will  draw  the  family 
members  closer  together. 

Population  Decreasing 

The  second  factor  we  must  consider  is  the 
thinning  population  in  town  and  country  areas. 
Arkansas  always  has  been  and  still  is  a  rural 
state,  and  yet  the  decreasing  rural  population 
poses  a  problem  for  the  church.  In  1952,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  study  made  by  Rev.  Edward  Hollenbeck, 
88%  of  the  475  church  in  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  were  in  towns  of  less  than  2,500  population. 
Only  47%  of  the  membership  of  the  conference 
is  served  by  this  large  number  of  churches.  By 
this  we  see  that  a  large  percentage  of  our 
churches  are  made  up  of  a  relatively  small  num¬ 
ber  of  members.  Facing  this  fact  in  town  and 
country  work  makes  it  imperative  that  careful 
consideration  be  given  to  the  findings  of  the 
study  just  completed  in  the  Conference;  to  plan¬ 
ning  an  all  out  program  to  meet  the  existing 
needs  of  people  in  town  and  country  areas  for 
whom  we  are  responsible;  and  to  providing 
adequate  ministerial  support  for  ministers  serv¬ 
ing  these  areas. 

Early  American  Methodism  is  famous  for 
its  work  among  the  settlers  of  our  country.  The 
circuit  riders  left  no  furrows  unplowed  as  they 
ministered  to  the  families  of  the  frontier.  Metho¬ 
dism  established  itself  wherever  people  were. 
The  urban  centers  are  growing  and  Methodism 
must  minister  to  the  people  in  the  large  centers, 
but  we  dare  not  neglect  nor  forget  the  small 
town  and  country  churches,  because  they  are  and 
always  will  be  a  very  important  source  of  life. 

Whai  Should  Be  Done 

To  say  that  nothing  is  being  done  about  the 
situation  in  the  town  and  country  church  would 
not  be  fair  to  the  countless  ministers  and  laymen 


•Rev.  Mr.  Hozendorf,  Magnolia,  is  Chairman  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  Town  and  Country  Commission.  This 
address  was  delivered  on  March  1  at  the  Convocation 
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who  labor  diligently  year  after  year  to  provide 
adequate  service  for  our  people.  However,  we 
cannot  say  that  we  are  using  all  the  resources 
available.  It  might  be  said  that  we  are  using  a 
one-horse  plow  instead  of  a  six-row  cultivator. 
Wilson  Nesbit  in  a  message  entitled,  “Unplowed 
Furrows,”  (Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  Bulletin, 
Fall,  1952)  says  that  the  following  unplowed 
furrows  exist  in  the  rural  church  field:  “1.  We 
need  to  cultivate  a  sense  of  Unity  among  our 
chirr ches.  Every  Methodist  Church  needs  to  feel 
close  akin  to  every  other  Methodist  Church  .  .  . 
A  congregation,  however  large  or  small,  needs 
to  know,  without  a  doubt,  that  all  surrounding 
Methodist  Churches  are  co-laborers  in  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  fields.  2.  We  should  cultivate  the  idea  that 
each  congregation  should  serve  the  needs  of  the 
people  in  its  own  community.  That  is,  the  church 
must  set  up  its  program  and  measure  its  accom¬ 
plishments  by  the  potentialities  within  its  own 
locality,  an(jl  not  by  the  gain  and  activities  of 
the  churches  in  other  localities.  3.  We  must 
cultivate  the  idea  that  Methodism  can  still  ren¬ 
der  a  great  service  to  the  hinterlands  of  Ameri¬ 
ca.  We  must  not  withdraw  from  any  community 
in  which  there  is  a  service  to  be  rendered.”  How 
shall  we  activate  the  spirit  of  march  on  the  part 
of  the  Conference  for  advance  movement? 

Know  the  Situation 

The  first  step  is  to  know  the  needs  and  the 
facts  that  are  related  to  the  town  and  country 
in  our  Conference,  which  we  have  sought  to  do 
through  the  study  presented  by  Dr.  Marvin  Judy. 
Knowing  the  facts  is  not  enough,  however.  They 
must  be  assimilated  and  plans  must  be  devel¬ 
oped  to  meet  the  needs  and  problems  of  our  own 
churches. 

Adequate  Ministry 

The  second  step  is  to  provide  an  adequate 
ministry  for  all  areas  of  town  and  country.  This 
is  not  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  any  man  who 
serves  sacrifieialhy  and  well  in  our  Conference. 
Evidence  of  devotion,  skill  and  untiring  efforts 
may  be  seen  on  every  hand.  The  Little  Rock 
Conference  has  as  faithful  a  group  as  can  be 
found  in  any  Conference.  By  an  adequate  minis¬ 
try  is  meant  a  ministry  to  every  person  within 
the  influence  of  The  Methodist  Church  that  will 
lead  him  to  a  knowledge  of  the  saving  power 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  the  commitment  of  his 
life  to  Him,  and  that  will  provide  him  with  more 
opportunities  to '  serve  God  and  his  fellowman. 
This  type  of  ministry  will  mean  a  broader  scope 
of  evangelism,  a  higher  tone  to  our  Christian 
education,  a  more  extensive  view  of  missions  and 
a  deeper  personal  commitment  to  the  Christian 
ideal  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  laymen  alike. 
There  will  be  better  understanding  of  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  the  church  and  other  com¬ 
munity  agencies  having  to  do  with  agriculture, 
health,  welfare,  schools,  and  others  which  will 
result  in  more  cooperative  participation  in  com¬ 
munity  activities. 

Lifting  Standards  For  the  Ministry 

Right  along  with  the  idea  of  an  adequate 
ministry  goes  the  thought  of  lifting  the  standard 
of  the  town  and  country  pastor.  On  the  whole 
the  men  who  serve  our  town  and  country 
churches  deserve  the  highest  praise.  They  are 
men  of  character,  of  self-sacrificing  devotion, 
and  without  their  service  thousands  of  our  peo¬ 


ple  would  be  without  any  ministry  whatever 
The  first  step  in  lifting  the  standard  is  to  exalt 
the  rural  minister  and  his  task.  He  must  be  ac 
cepted  in  the  local  church,  in  the  community 
and  in  the  Annual  Conference  for  his  ability,  and 
given  a  place  on  the  Boards  and  Commissions 
on  the  same  basis  as  any  other  minister  in  the 
Conference.  Success  in  the  rural  field  should 
be  thought  of  as  a  “stepping  stone”  to  a  large 
city  appointment.  Young  and  capable  men  should 
be  enlisted  for  service  in  the  field,  with  special 
training  in  our  seminaries  for  his  work.  Progres¬ 
sive  training  should  be  provided  for  them  while 
in  service.  The  town  and  country  pastor  must 
be  recognized  for  his  success  in  his  field  and 
given  the  encouragement  of  the  respect  and  es¬ 
teem  of  his  brother. 

Cooperating  With  Church  College 

Another  step  in  providing  an  adequate  min¬ 
istry  for  our  churches  in  town  and  country  is 
the  leadership  of  our  Church  College  in  Arkan¬ 
sas.  As  a  Conference  we  should  work  with  Dr. 
Matt  L.  Ellis  in  securing  a  Department  of  Town 
and  Country  Work  at  Hendrix  College.  Such 
programs1  have  been  in  progress  in  23  of  our 
Methodist  Colleges  during  the  past  few  years. 
Among  them  are  Baker  University,  Kansas;  Hi- 
wassee  College,  Tennessee;  Lycoming  College, 
Penn.;  Mount  Union  College,  Ohio;  Nebraska 
Wesleyan  University,  Nebraska;  Simpson  Col¬ 
lege,  Iowa;  Wesley  College,  North  Dakota;  and 
West  Virginia  Wesleyan  College,  W.  Va.  The 
goals  of  such  a  church  college  program  accord¬ 
ing  to  Gene  Carter  would  be:  “(1)  to  create,  re¬ 
cruit,  inspire  and  train  professional  leadership 
for  the  church,  particularly  for  the  town  and 
country  church,  and  (2)  to  create,  recruit,  inspire, 
and  train  Christian  Lay  leadership  for  American 
community  life,  and  particularly  town  and  coun¬ 
try  life.”  The  request  is  hereby  made  that  Hen¬ 
drix  College  give  careful  consideration  to  such  a 
program. 

Stewardship 

An  additional  step  in  bringing  about  an 
advance  in  town  and  country  work  is  to  develop 
a  sense  of  stewardship  within  the  local  church 
that  will  provide  adequate  financial  support  for 
every  pastor.  The  Biblical  standard  of  giving  is 
the  tithe  of  our  possessions.  When  the  people 
called  Methodists  meet  the  minimum  standard 
of  giving  adequate  provision  will  be  made  for 
every  need  of  the  church  including  a  living  sal¬ 
ary  for  the  pastor.  Every  rural  minister  is  handi¬ 
capped  unless  he  receives  a  salary  sufficient  to 
provide  good  food  and  warm  clothing  for  his 
family,  a  small  saving  for  the  future,  an  insur¬ 
ance  program  that  will  give  him  some  feeling 
of  providing  for  his  loved  ones  in  the  event  of 
accident,  and  travel  expense  that  makes  it  possi¬ 
ble  to  serve  his  people  acceptably.  Since  so  many 
of  our  churches  are  doing  so,  and  since  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  makes  it  possible,  by  vote  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  action  should  be  taken  to  allow 
every  charge  to  provide  expenses  for  its  pastor. 
The  ministers  training  and  background  makes 
a  living  salary  essential  to  satisfactory  work. 
The  minimum  salary  should  be  raised  to  $3,000 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  Town  and  Country  Commission  is  a 
co-ordinating  agency  for  the  various  boards  and 
Commissions  of  the  Annual  Conference.  There¬ 
fore,  these  agencies  should  plan  together  through 
the  Commission  for  more  effective  work  in  town 
and  country  areas  in  the  fields  of  education, 
evangelism,  missions,  temperance,  etc.  This  is 
not  a  separate,  self-creating  and  sustaining  agen¬ 
cy,  but  is  composed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Conference  Boards.  The  purpose  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Commission  is  to  co-ordinate  the 
plans  and  programs  of  the  other  Boards  ana 
agencies  for  effective  work  in  the  Town  and 
Country  sections  of  the  Conference. 

1000  Club  and  Rural  Needs 

One  of  the  outstanding  achievements  of  the 
present  Quadrennium  has  been  the  “1,000  Club 
for  the  building  of  new  churches.  This  program 
should  be  continued  for  another  quadrennium 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  other  needs  in  the 
Conference.  At  least  a  proportionate  share  ot 
these  funds  should  be  set  aside  for  new  church 
organizations  in  small  towns  and  the  open  coun¬ 
try.  Wherever  new  churches  are  needed  CJ 
wherever  the  people  could  be  served  more  ei- 
( Continued  on  page  3) 
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fectively  by  the  relocation  of  a 
church  it  should  be  done.  It  is  rec- 
commended  that  the  District  Super¬ 
intendents  make  a  study  of  the 
needs  for  new  churches  and  to  plan 
to  meet  people  where  they  are  with 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Bus  Transportation 

A  little  explored  area  of  service 
in  the  Conference  is  bus  transpor¬ 
tation  for  churches.  Bishop  W.  C. 
Martin  in  reporting  findings  on  the 
use  of,  buses  (The  Church  in  the 
Rural  Community,  p.  98)  stated: 
“The  average  bus  came  48.4  miles 
and  brought  67  peQple  each  week,  ' 
or  3,484  people  per  year.  The  aver¬ 
age  cost  of  renting  a  bus  was  $399.66 
a  year.  The  rented  buses  traveled 
22.2  miles  per  week,  or  1,154.4  miles 
per  year.  It  cost  the  church  20c  per 
mile,  or  a  cost  of  $5.07  to  transport 
each  person  to  the  church  for  the 
entire  year.  The  average  cost  to 
those  churches  which  owned  their 
bus  was  $407.45  per  year.  They 
travelled  89.3  miles  per  week  and 
cost  10c  per  mile.  Ninety-two  per 
cent  of  the  pastors  of  the  churches 
using  a  bus  said  it  was  definitely 
successful.”  Do  we  have  any  situa¬ 
tions  in  which  buses  could  be  used 
advantageously? 

Lay  Preaching 

Methodism  had  its  beginning  with 
lay  preachers.  In  many  sections  Lay 
preachers  are  used  extensively  and 
effectively  to  provide  every  Sunday 
services  for  Methodist  people.  The 
Episcopal  Church  in  America  uses 
lay  preachers  and  lay  readers.  These 
lay  readers  are  provided  with  week¬ 
ly  worship  material  including  ser¬ 
mon  suggestions.  The  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  has  pioneered  in  the 
field  of  lay  preaching.  The  British 
Methodist  Church  trains  and  uses 
lay  preachers  to  a  large  extent,  and 
trains  them  by  institutes  and  corres¬ 
pondence  courses.  The  lay  preacher’s 
work  is  carefully  supervised  by  the 
ordained  minister.  Wherever  prac¬ 
ticable  lay  preachers  should  be  used 
to  strengthen  the  church.  In  many 
instances  they  interpret  religion  in 
terms  of  every  day  life  and  by  their 
example  encourage  other  laymen  to 
serve  more  willingly. 

Group  Ministry 

There  are  in  our  Conference  many 
natural  areas  which  could  be  organ¬ 
ized  into  an  effective  group  minis¬ 
try.  The  Group  Ministry  is  the  plan 
by  which  ministers  in  a  logical  or 
natural  area  agree  among  them¬ 
selves  to  work  together,  the  ideal 
way  of  forming  such  a  ministry 
would  be  for  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  to  choose  the  area  to  be 
served  and  for  the  Bishop  and  the 
Cabinet  to  appoint  “a  group  of  min¬ 
isters  to  a  natural  area  with  the 
understanding  that  they  cooperate 
in  meeting  the  needs  of  the  area.” 
(Aaron  H.  Rapking,  The  Group  Min¬ 
istry  Plan,  p.  5).  The  idea  is  that 
ministers  of  varied  interests  com¬ 
pose  the  group  so  that  all  phases 
of  Education,  Evangelism,  Youth 
work,  Women’s  work,  Men’s  work 
will  receive  proper  emphasis.  Al¬ 
though  lay  preaching  is  vital  to  the 
group  ministry  plan,  lay  preaching 
alone  is  not  the  plan.  In  situations 
where  the  ministry  is  already  ap¬ 
pointed  the  pastors  within  a  natural 
area  may  voluntarily  agree  among 
themselves  that  they  will  enter  into 
a  cooperative  relationship  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  work  of  the  Kingdom.  In 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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About  The  Mother  Of  The  Founder  Of 

The  Methodist  Movement  -  -  Susannah  Wesley 

The  Qreat  Faith  Of 

A  Qreat  Mother 

By  R  R  Smiths  Sr. 


SHE  was  indeed  a  great  mother.  Endowed  with  a 
“strong  and  vigorous  mind  and  an  undaunted 
courage,”  she  also  possessed  a  strong  religious 
nature  and  was  noted  for  her  practical  sense  and 
independent  spirit.  But  the  secret  of  her  remarkable 
life  is  to  be  found  in  her  faith  in  God.  We  mention  three 
outstanding  things  in  her  life:  the  training  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  the  way  in  which  she  met  adversities,  and  her 
spiritual  aggressiveness.  In  all 
her  achievements  it  was  her 
indomitable  faith  in  God  that 
brought  victory. 

She  was  a  great  mother  be¬ 
cause  she  firmly  believed  that 
life  is  'a  sacred  gift  from  God, 
fraught  with  eternal  issues.  In 
a  letter  to  her  sons  at  college, 
she  wrote:  “Life  is  very  pre¬ 
cious;  we  must  give  it  back  to 
God  some  day;  so  let  us  make 
the  most  of  it,  let  us  methodize 
the  hours,  so  we  may  make  the 
most  of  them.”  No  wonder  that 
she  was  diligent  and  patient 
in  the  training  of  her  children. 

She  believed  with  all  her  heart 
that  God  regarded  a  human 
soul,  made  in  His  image,  as 
the  most  precious  thing  in  the 
universe,  and  that  the  earthly 
life  and  eternal  destiny  of  a 
child  is  determined,  in  a  large 
measure,  by  the  way  the  par¬ 
ents  train  that  child.  When 
one  of  her  children  was  six 
years  of  age,  he  narrowly  es¬ 
caped  death  by  fire  which  de¬ 
stroyed  the  home.  Two  years 
later,  meditating  upon  this 
event,  she  wrote  in  her  diary: 

“I  do  intend  to  be  more  par¬ 
ticularly  careful  of  the  soul  of 
this  child,  that  Thou  hast  so 
mercifully  provided  for,  than 
ever  I  have  been;  that  I  may 
endeavor  to  instill  into  his 
mind  the  principles  of  Thy 
true  religion  and  virtue.  Lord, 
give  me  grace  to  do  it  sincere¬ 
ly  and  prudently;  and  bless 
my  attempt  with  good  suc¬ 
cess.” 

Such  was  the  mother  of 
John  and  Charles  Wesley  — 

Susannah  Wesley. 

This  faithful  mother  en¬ 
deavored  to  surround  her  large 
family  of  children  with  a  re¬ 
ligious  atmosphere.  Every  day 
she  instructed  them  in  spir¬ 
itual  things  and  prayed  with  them.  “I  take  such  a 
proportion  of  time,”  she  said,  “as  I  can  best  spare  every 
night  to  discourse  with  each  child  by  itself.  On  Monday 
I  talk  with  Molly;  on  Tuesday  with  Hetty;  Wednesday 
with  Nancy;  Thursday  with  Jacky;  Friday  with  Patty; 
Saturday  with  Charles;  and  with  Emilia  and  Sukey  to¬ 
gether  on  Sunday.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  those  close  talks  with  her 
children  about  spiritual  things  bore  abundant  fruit. 
Many  years  later,  when  one  of  her  sons  had  become  a 
minister,  he  recalled  those  Thursday  night  talks,  and  in 
a  letter  to  his  mother  requesting  her  opinion  on  some 
religious  subject,  added:  “In  many  things  you  have 
interceded  for  me  and  prevailed.  Who  knows  but  that 
in  this  too  you  may  be  successful?  If  you  can  spare 
me  only  that  little  part  of  Thursday  evening,  which  you 
formerly  bestowed  upon  me  in  another  matter,  I  doubt 
not  it  would  be  as  useful  now  for  correcting  my  heart, 
as  it  was  then  for  forming  my  judgment,”  wrote  John 
Wesley. 


This  mother  was  very  methodical  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  her  household.  Let  us  learn  from  her  methods 
whatever  we  may,  but  bear  in  mind  that  which  is  far 
more  important  than  method:  the  motive,  the  impelling 
force  back  of  all:  an  unconquerable  faith  in  God,  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  training 
of  her  children.  God  give  us  more  mothers  like  her! 

This  wonderful  mother  seems  to  have  had  more 
than  her  share  of  trials  and 
afflictions,  and  had  she  not 
been  supported  by  a  strong 
faith  in  God  she  would  have 
been  overwhelmed.  She  was 
the  mother  of  nineteen  chil¬ 
dren,  nine  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  To  add  to  her  sor¬ 
rows,  some  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters  made  most  unhappy  mar¬ 
riages,  which  brought  great 
suffering  to  themselves  as 
well  as  to  their  parents.  Writ¬ 
ing  to  her  brother  during  these 
trials,  she  said:  “Believe  me, 
it  is  better  to  mourn  ten  chil¬ 
dren  dead  than  one  living,  and 
I  have  buried  many.”  For 
many  years  there  were  keen 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  — 
at  times  she  hardly  knew 
where  the  next  meal  was  to 
be  found.  Unreasonable  cred¬ 
itors  sent  her  husband  to  a 
debtor’s  prison  for  a  short 
while,  and  after  his  death  she 
was  left  almost  penniless.  On 
the  very  day  of  the  funeral 
“rapacious  creditors”  seized  a 
part  of  the  small  amount  left 
her.  But  such  was  her  faith 
in  God  that,  late  in  life,  look¬ 
ing  back  upon  her  varied  ex¬ 
periences,  she  said  that,  while 
there  had  been  many  trials 
and  sorrows,  yet  there  had 
been  more  joy  than  sorrow  in 
her  life,  and  that  all  her  suf¬ 
ferings  had  served  to  promote 
her  spiritual  and  eternal  good. 
No  Wonder  her  biographer  said 
that,  when  he  saw  her  grap¬ 
pling  with  gigantic  adversities 
he  “adored  the  grace  of  God 
that  was  in  her”  and  could 
not  repress  his  tears. 

Her  energetic  faith  and  ag¬ 
gressive  spirit  is  most  admir¬ 
able.  She  was  ever  alert  to 
promote  the  cause  of  Christ,  as 
this  incident  will  show.  Short¬ 
ly  after  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  one  of  her  sons  was  asked  to  cross  the  ocean  and 
take  charge  of  a  mission.  As  his  mother  was  aged  and 
in  poor  health,  and  mourning  the  recent  death  of  her 
husband,  he  hesitated  to  mention  the  matter  to  her. 
Although  at  this  time  she  needed  the  help  and  comfort 
of  her  son,  when  she  learned  that  the  enterprise  was 
of  a  missionary  character,  she  readily  consented  to  his 
going,  and  said:  “Had  I  twenty  sons  I  should  rejoice 
that  they  were  all  so  well  employed,  though  I  should 
never  see  them  again.” 

During  her  earlier  days,  when  this  remarkable 
mother  was  striving  to  teach  her  children  the  true  way 
of  life,  she  had  said:  “Life  is  very  precious;  we  must 
give  it  back  to  God  some  day,”  and  now,  for  her,  that 
day  had  arrived.  As  her  children  stood  around  her  bed, 
she  uttered  her  last  words:  “Children,  when  I  am  re¬ 
leased,  sing  a  psalm  of  praise  to  God.”  It  was  an 
expression  of  triumphant  faith. 


Your  Mother— And  Mine 


In  an  effort  to  paint  Mother 
So  that  you  may  clearly  see 

In  a  vision  shown  before  you 

From  a  dream  in  memory:  ^ 

First,  we’ll  use  the  sky  above  us 
With  its  width  and  depth  of  blue, 

For  the  framing  of  this  picture 
We  have  hoped  to  bring  to  you. 

We  will  catch  the  sheen  of  dewdrops 
As  they  glow  like  diamonds  bright, 

And  the  rays  from  stars  in  Heaven 
For  a  crown  of  wondrous  light. 

Then  we’ll  take  the  breath  of  lilies; 

Use  a  touch  of  sunset  hue; 

Let  the  colors  of  the  rainbow 
Aid  in  bringing  this  to  you. 

Now  we’ll  place  these  with  the  vict’ries 
That  were  garnered  through  the  years 

From  a  life  of  prayer  and  patience 
With  no  thought  of  doubts  nor  fears. 

All  of  these  are  now  before  you, 

In  the  picture  hanging  there; 

Yet,  in  beauty,  love  and  service, 

We  cannot,  this  one  compare 

With  the  one  you  have  of  Mother 
Be  she  here  or  o’er  the  way. 

That  is  why  we’re  wearing  roses — 

Once  again  on  Mother’s  Day. 


J  .  L .  Gillespie 
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A  Visitor  Gives  His 


Editorial 


Impressions  of  the  General  Conference 

By  John  S.  Workman* 


HE  General  Conference  of  The  Methodist  Church  is  a  far  cry  from 
being  “just  another  meeting.”  It  is  an  experience. 

A  first-time  visitor  to  this  quadrennial  congress  of  Methodism 
cannot  be*  expected  to  commend  on  its  proceedings  with  a  cold 
matter-of-fact  objectivity.  For  the  General  Conference  is  a  living  thing: 
It  is  People,  it  is  Feeling,  it  is  Fellowship,  it  is  Emotion,  it  is  Inspiration, 
.it  is  the  Body  of  Christ  in  exercise  as  it  faces  the  great  and  perplexing 
issues  of  our  day.  And  the  Methodist  General  Conference  is  Power  -  the 
power  of  a  Presence  which  though  unseen  is  unmistageable.  Only  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  spirit  is  adequate  to  conveying  the  impressions  which  one 
feels  as  he  sits  in  company  with  his  spiritual  kinsmen,  the  people  called 
Methodists,  gathered  from  a  world  parish. 

Certainly  two  and  a  half  swift  days  at  a  General  Conference  hardly 
qualify  one  to  come  forth  in  print  -  especially  when  there  is  so  much  being 
written  by  those  so  well-qualified.  Let  me  leave  the  technical  commentary 
to  those  able  and  share  you  the  first  impressions  of  one  who  had  the  high 
privilege  of  visiting  briefly  in  Minneapolis  during  the  opening  days  of  the 
1956  Methodist  General  Conference. 

The  Opening  Communion  Service 

The  General  Conference  began  in  worship.  The  service  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  was  held  Wednesday  morning,  April  25th,  in  Minneapolis’  Hen¬ 
nepin  Avenue  Methodist  Church.  This  majestic  cathedral-like  structure 
gave  fitting  atmosphere  as  the  766  delegates  and  67  of  the  76  living 
bishops  of  The  Methodist  Church  began  this  great  venture  with  a  service 
of  Commitment. 

As  the  forty-voice  male  chorus  from  the  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology  led  the  processional  hymn,  followed  by  the  Bishops  of  the 
church,  one  could  not  help  but  feel  the  power  of  this  moment  of  Com¬ 
munion.  Here  was  fellowship  not  only  in  a  world-wide  Church,  but  here 
was  the  Fellowship  of  Communion. 

Words  of  Impression 

“Bigness”1  is  one  word  of  impression  which  comes  to  a  first-time  visi¬ 
tor  to  the  General  Conference.  Imagine  a  football  field  enclosed  with  walls 
and  roof  some  twelve  stories  high.  Such  is  the  size  of  the  Municipal  Audi¬ 
torium  in  which  the  Conference  met.  There  is  this  physical  bigness 
of  buildings  and  crowds,  but  more  so  there  is  spiritual  bigness.  There  is 
the  bigness  of  the  work  of  the  Church.  There  is  the  bigness  of  divine  mat¬ 
ters  at  hand. 

People 

“People”  is  another  word  of  impression.  One  can  look  down 
from  the  balccny  to  the  Conference  floor  and  behold  a  living  “Hall  of 
Fame”  of  Methodism.  Here  is  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  area,  speaking  from  the  platform;  a  man  who  symbolizes  something 
strong  in  Methodism  today.  You’re  proud  that  much  of  the- Christian  world 
looks  to  his  kind  for  leadership.  You’re  proud  that  “he’s  a  Methodist!” 
There  is  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman  of  Christ  Methodist  Church  in  New  York 
City,  and  of  twenty  years  fame  on  the  National  Radio  Pulpit.  There  is 
Dr.  Georgia  HarRness,  one  of  the  great  living  theologians  of  Christianity; 
a  crusader  for  women’s  rights  in  Methodism.  There  is  Bishop  Matthew  W. 
Clair,  Jr.,  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction,  a  classic  figure,  a  man  whose  father 
before  him  was  a  Bishop,  as  eloquent  a  preacher  as  is  in  all  Methodism. 
There  were  the  members  of  our  own  North  Arkansas,  Little  Rock  and 
Louisiana  Conference  delegations. 

As  one  sees  these  and  the  many  more  who  could  be  mentioned  he 
feels  a  warm  pride  and  security;  pride  in  that  here  are  Ynen  who  are's- 
amorfg  the  “great”  not  so  much  because  of  “who  they  are,”  but  because 
they  are  each  individuals  who  have  given  themselves  to  God  for  His  use 
in  an  hour  of  crisis;  He  has  brought  them  up  as  leaders  among  the  people. 
One  feels  a  sense  of  “security”  in  that  here  are  the  great  minds  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  on  God’s  side;  that  the  perplexing  issues  which  face  our  Church  are  in 
the  hands  of  those  of  great  wisdom  and  devotion. 

The  General  Conference  is  people;  people  who  were  there  and  people 
who  were  not  there.  As  Bishop  Branscomb  reminded  us  that  we  are 
“only  six  handshakes  away  from  John  Wesley,”  we  thought  of  the  many 
who  were  there  in  spirit.  There  were  the  names  printed  in  books  of 
Methodist  history;  there  were  names  on  the  rolls  of  the  local  churches 
throughout  Methodism  as  millions  were  praying  from  small  open  country 
churches  and  city  temples  for  this  General  Conference  of  Methodism.  The 
feeling  as  one  sat  in  the  Auditorium  was  that  he  was  “surrounded  by  so 
great  a  cloud  of  witnesses.” 

( Continued  on  page  5 ) 


*  Rev.  Mr.  Workman  is  pastor  of  the  Cabot  Methodist  Church. 


(general  Conference  'Demonstrates 
eTflethodist  Unity 

AT  the  Uniting  Conference  in  Kansas  City  the  slogan  was 
“Methodists  Are  One  People.”  The  spirit  of  that  Conference 
was  such  that  throughout  Methodism  in  America  there  was 
felt  a  sense  of  unity  which  held  high  hopes  for  the  future  of  the 
United  Church.  Many  of  these  high  hopes  and  expectations,  born 
with  union,  have  been  justified  in  the  seventeen  years  of  progress 
that  have  come  to  The  Methodist  Church. 

Since  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States  extends  to 
every  section  of  the  nation,  there  is  naturally  reflected  in  its  mem¬ 
bership  something  of  the  traditions,  the  customs,  the  historical 
background  and  viewpoints  found  as  we  turn  north,  south,  east 
or  west.  ^ 

Because  Race  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  unfortunate  division 
of  Methodism  into  the  northern  and  southern  branches  of  the 
church,  and  because  the  problems  of  Race  are  still  very  real  in 
The  Methodist  Church,  as  they  are  in  the  nation,  there  has  been  a 
subdued  uneasiness  in  the  United  Church  lest  this  question  might 
become  a  disturbing  factor  in  our  church.  That  uneasiness  has  been 
increased  by  the  new  emphasis  on  better  race  relations  which  has 
been  current  since^he  late  World  War,  together  with  the  additional 
impetus  given  the  question  by  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  since  these  have  given  occasion  for  extremists  in  our  church, 
north  and  south,  to  give  expression  to  conflicting  viewpoints  which, 
if  held  generally  would  have  created  a  dangerous  disunity.  The 
spirit  of  the  General  Conference  just  closed  demonstrated  that  the 
great  body  of  The  Methodist  Church  has  no  sympathy  with  these 
extreme  views  regardless  of  the  section  of  the  church  from  which 
they  came. 

Helpful  as  the  new  plans,  programs  and  legislation  which  came 
out  of  the  General  Conference  may  be,  it  is  our  feeling  that  the 
general  spirit  of  goodwill,  cooperation,  Christian  brotherhood  and 
common  understanding  Which  was  in  evidence  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  Conference  will  do  more  to  strengthen  the  cause, 
course  and  united  mission  of  Methodism  across  the  years  ahead 
than  anything  else  that  happened  at  this  historic  Conference. 

While  there  was  in  this  great  body  of  766  members  a  small 
fringe  of  people  expressing  conflicting  viewpoints,  their  number 
was  so  small  that  their  influence  was  negligible  except  to  bring  the 
great  body  of  the  Conference  into  a  closer,  more  harmonious  pur¬ 
pose  to  do  what  appeared  to  be  right  morally  and  good  for  the 
church  generally. 

At  times  there  has  been  a  sense  of  uneasiness  in  the  southern 
section  of  our  church  because  southerners,  in  The  Methodist 
Church,  know  that,  in  any  vote  in  the  General  Conference  which 
followed  sectional  lines,  the  North  and  West  would  have  a  com¬ 
manding  majority.  In  this  Conference  there  was  no  evidence  of 
sectional  lines  in  voting.  In  every  major  question  which  came  be¬ 
fore  the  Conference  the  final  vote  on  the  main  question  was  prac¬ 
tically  unanimous.  On  no  question,  either  of  minor  or  major  im¬ 
portance,  was  the  vote  even  close  enough  to  require  a  count  vote. 

Hence  it  was  that  any  uneasiness  about  voting  along  sectional 
lines  was  dispelled  at  Minneapolis.  There  it  was  plainly  evident 
that  the  great  body  of  The  Methodist  Church,  north,  south,  east  and 
west,  has  a  mutual  understanding  and  respect  for  each  other  and 
such  a  general  determination  to  move  in  unity  and  brotherhood 
that  there  seems  no  longer  any  reason  for  any  section  of  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  to  distrust  other  sections. 

While  the  slogan  at  the  Uniting  /Conference  in  1939,  “Metho¬ 
dists  Are  One  People,”  may  have  been  born  of  wistful  thinking 
and  hopeful  optimism,  we  believe  that  the  feeling  will  now  settle 
across  Methodism  generally,  since  the  Minneapolis  Conference, 
that  after  seventeen  years  of  union,  /‘Methodists  are  (truly)  One 
People.”  It  is  a  wonderful  feeling  and  we  believe  a  reality  for 
which  we  should  be  devoutly  thankful. 
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Southern  Bishop  Believes  Proposed 
Amendment  Strengthens  Unity 


( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
rennium  has  two  major  emphases, 
“The  enrichment  of  the  local  church 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,”  and  an  emphasis  for 
“The  strengthening  of  our  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  a  Commission  set  up  by  the 
General  Conference  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.” 

In  the  emphasis  to  be  given  on 
Higher  Education  throughout  the 
quadrennium,  the  program  proposes 
to  strengthen  all  existing  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  education  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  million  dollars  for  the  estab- 

IMPRESSION S  OF  THE 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

The  Power  of  A  Presence 

The  word  “Presence”  gives  the 
crowning  impression  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  There  was  felt  the  power 
of  a  Presence,  which  though  un¬ 
seen  was  unmistakable.  It  was  felt 
at  every  moment  but  especially 
during  the  afternoon  “Hour  of 
Evangelism”  which  were  held  at 
four  o’clock  each  day  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  This  service  is  held  in  the 
Wesley  church  one  block  from  the 
Auditorium.  At  it  the  great  preach¬ 
ers  of  Methodism  brought  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christ  who  is  the  Saviour 
of  persons  and  the  Hope  of  the 
world. 

A  highlight  of  these  services  was 
the  music.  Dr.  Glen  Johnson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  music  at  the  Dallas,  Texas 
First  Methodist  Church,  led  the 
congregation  in  song.  It  was  a  thrill 
to  hear  Methodists  of  every  accent 
singing  together  “in  the  spirit”  un¬ 
der  the  inspiration  of  such  an  hour. 
The  “theme  hymn”  of  these  after¬ 
noons  was  sung  triumphantly: 

Ask  ye  what  great  thing  I  know 

That  delights  and  stirs  me  so? 
What  the  high  reward  1  win? 

Whose  the  name  I  glory  in? 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Crucified. 

This  is  that  great  thing  I  know; 

This  delights  and  stirs  me  so: 

■  .  Jesus  Christ,  the  Crucified! 

The  power  of  the  Presence  was 
felt  not  only  in  song.  The  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  felt  as  the 
mellow  tones  of  Dr.  Johnson’s 
trombone  recalled  the  comforting 
words  of  the  great  hymn  of 
Charles  Wesley: 

Jesus,  Lover  of  my  soul, 

Let  me  to  Thy  bosom  fly, 

While  the  nearer  waters  roll, 

While  the  tempest  still  is  high: 
Hide  me ,v  O  my  Saviour,  hide, 

Till  the  storm  of  life  is  past; 

Safe  into  the  haven  guide; 

0  receive  my  soul,  at  last! 

All  of  these  impressions  and  more 
^re  experienced  as  one  visits,  even 
briefly,  at  a  Methodist  General 
Conference.  Of  course  the  General 
Conference  is  more  than  mere 
ephemeral  impressions.”  It  is  ac- 
^°n,  the  legislation  of  Methodism. 
There  were  moments  of  tension  and 
great  significance  as  our  Church 
faced  difficult  issues.  But  one 
could  not  wish  that  these  issues 
come  before  a  group  more  capable, 
a  group  which  feels  more  strongly 
foe  inspiration  of  God’s  Presence, 
which  knows  more  truly  the  re- 
sPonsibility  which  it  faced  than 
does  this  General  Conference  Of 
The  Methodist  Church. 
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lishing  of  a  School  of  International 
Service  in  Washington,  D.  C.  in  con¬ 
nection  with  The  American  Uni¬ 
versity  located  there. 

Two  New  Theological  Schools 
Authorized 

At  the  General  Conference  of  1952 
a  Commission  on  Theological  Edu¬ 
cation  was  appointed  to  study  this 
field  and  report  to  this  session  of 
the  conference.  The  report  of  this 
Commission  emphasized  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  recruiting  a  minimum  of 
1,200  graduates  of  theological 
schools  annually  for  the  next  four 
years  in  order  to  replace  retire¬ 
ments  and  fill  the  needs  for  min¬ 
isters  in  new  fields  of  service. 

In  adopting  this  report  the  Con¬ 
ference  authorized  the  building  of 
two  new  Theological  Schools.  One 
of  these  schools  will  be  located  in 
the  Ohio  Area.  The  other  will  be 
located  within  the  bounds  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  in  the 
Kansas-Missouri-Nebraska  Area. 
This  will  increase  to  twelve  the 
number  of  theological  seminaries  of 
The  Methodist  Church. 

Two  New  Publications  Authorized 

Another  significant  action  of  the 
General  Conference  came  in  the 
adoption  of  a  report  of  the  Board 
of  Publications  giving  approval  to 
a  plan  by  which  the  publication  of 
The  Christian  Advocate  would  be 
discontinued. 

The  plan  calls  for  the  publication 
of  two  new  periodicals.  One  of  these 
publications,  The  New  Christian 
Advocate,  will  be  a  monthly,  digest- 
size  publication  primarily  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  other  church  leaders.  The 
other  publication,  Together,  also  a 
monthly  magazine,  will  be  primari¬ 
ly  for  the.  home.  For  this  new  home 
magazine  the  Board  of  Publications 
has  ^et  a  goal  of  one  million  sub¬ 
scribers. 

Race  Relations 

Not  until  Tuesday  morning  of  the 
second  week  did  the  Conference 
come  to  grips  with  the  question  of 
race  relations,  which  had  been  the 
principal  topic  of  conversation,  gen¬ 
erally,  since  the  opening  of  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  question  came  to  the  floor 
when  Report  No.  1  of  the  Committee 
on  State  of  the  Church  was  present¬ 
ed.  This  report,  which  purported  to 
state  the  position  of  the  Methodist 
Church  on  the  matter  of  Race  Re¬ 
lations,  was  couched  in  rather  gen¬ 
eral  and  conservative  terms.  A  final 
vote  of  the  report  did  not  come  un¬ 
til  Wednesday  morning.  Many 
amendments  were  offered  but  none 
were  adopted  that  materially  chang¬ 
ed  the  report  as  originally  presented. 
Constitutional  Amendment  To  Be 
Submitted 

Immediately  following  the  action 
on  the  first  report  of  the  committee 
on  State  of  the  Church,  the  Ques¬ 
tion  of  segregation  was  again  before 
the  conference  when  a  report  by 
the  Committee  on  Conferences  of¬ 
fered  a  constitutional  amendment 
which,  under  certain  circumstances, 
provided  for  the  transfer  of  local 
churches  from  one  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  another  and  for  the  transfer 
of  an  Annual  Conference  from  one 
Jurisdiction  to  another.  This  plan, 
which  allows  these  transfers  of  local 
churches  and  Annual  Conferences, 
when  a  two-thirds  majority  of  all 
concerned  approve,  seemed  to  have 
the  approval  of  all  sections  and  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  church  and,  after  a 
rather  heated  discussion  by  a  few 
was  practically  unanimously  adopt¬ 
ed. 

The  net  effect  of  the  proposed 


Mens’  Clubs  Double 
In  Four  Years 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  The 
number  of  Methodist  Mens’  Clubs 
has  doubled  since  1952,  bringing  the 
total  to  10,005  with  a  working  mem¬ 
bership  of  about  450,000,  according 
to  a  report  on  lay  activities  made 
to  the  denomination’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  here. 

Some  5,000  such  clubs  —  groups 
that  “seek  daily  Christ’s  way  of 
life,  to  bear  witness  to  this  in  busi¬ 
ness  dealings  and  to  engage  in  some 
definite  Christian  service”  —  have 
been  formed  in  the  last  four  years. 

The  importance  of  the  laity  in 
the  Church  was  emphasized  by 
Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of  Indian¬ 
apolis  in  a  Stewardship  Night  ad¬ 
dress  where  the  report  on  lay  activi¬ 
ties  was  presented. 


constitutional  amendment  is  that 
churches  of  an  annual  conference 
in  the  Central  Jurisdiction  (Negro) 
can  transfer  to  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  in  which  it  is  located  in  an¬ 
other  Jurisdiction  (white)  if  the 
church  and  the  two  annual  confer¬ 
ence  approve  by  a  two-third  major¬ 
ity  vote.  Further,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction  can 
be  transferred  to  the  Jurisdiction  in 
which  they  are  geographically  lo¬ 
cated  by  a  two-third  majority  voted 
of  the  annual  conference  concerned 
and  both  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
concerned.  Conference  leaders  point¬ 
ed  out  that  all  the  action,  if  the 
amendments  are  approved,  will  be 
on  a  purely  voluntary  basis. 

Special  Nights 

“Songs  of  Methodism  Night”  fea¬ 
tured  choirs  from  Albion  College, 
Mich.,  Mt.  Union  College,  Alliance, 
Ohio  and  De  Pauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Ind.,  together  with  a 
450  voice  choir  from  36  Methodist 
Churches  of  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul.  This  great  choir  was  led  by 
Dr.  James  R.  Houghton  of  Boston 
University. 

India  Day  was  climaxed  at  the 
evening  session  when  a  drama, 
“Live  for  a  Hundred  Years”  was 
presented  in  celebration  of  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  of  Methodism  in  India.  This 
program,  featuring  the  Indian  Cen¬ 
tennial  Choir,  was  possibly  the  most 
colorful,  impressive  presentation  of 
drama  and  pageantry  by  an  Indian 
cast  ever  presented  on  an  American 
stage.  Although  it  ran  until  11:00 
o’clock,  very  few  of  the  thousands 
who  crowded  the  Auditorium  left 
before  the  end. 

Louisianans  Attend 
National  MRF  Meeting 
In  Minneapolis 

A  National  Methodist  Rural  Fel¬ 
lowship  banquet  was  held  during 
the  recent  session  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  at  the  Walker  Methodist 
Church  in  Minneapolis,  April  24  at 
5:30  p.m.  Dr.  Elliott  Fisher,  national 
president  of  MRF  was  in  charge  of 
the  evenings  program.  Speakers  in¬ 
cluded  Rev.  Glenn  Sanford,  staff 
member  of  the  Division  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  General  Board  of 
Missions,  Miss  Connie  Russell,  Staff 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Division, 
and  Charles  B.  Shuman,  president 
of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Fed¬ 
eration. 

Those  attending  from  the  Arkan- 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  (MI) — Metho¬ 
dist  unity  relative  to  gradual  and 
permissive  integration  of  the 
church’s  Negro  membership  has 
been  strengthened  by  the  legislative 
action  of  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  Bishop  Clare  Pur¬ 
cell,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  said  follow¬ 
ing  the  conference’s  action  on  May 
2. 

“The  constitutional  amendment 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference 
and  to  be  handed  down  to  the  An¬ 
nual  (regional)  Conferences  repre¬ 
sents  the  desire  of  the  entire  Church 
to  respect  the  apinions  of  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  our  country,”  Bishop  Purcell 
said. 

“The  amendment  makes  it  manda¬ 
tory  that  the  consent  of  all  con¬ 
cerned  must  be  secured  before 
changes  in  Jurisdictional  and  An¬ 
nual  Conference  boundaries  can  be 
effected,”  he  added. 

The  amendment,  which  still  must 
be  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  the  vot¬ 
ing  delegates  in  103  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States,  per¬ 
mits  individual  Negro  churches,  x>r 
entire  conferences  of  Negro  church¬ 
es,  to  transfer  into  regular  “white” 
units. 

Such  action  would  be  on  a  vol¬ 
untary  basis  and  could  be  under¬ 
taken  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  re¬ 
gional  groups  involved. 

“The  amendment  was  all  but 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  South  as  well  as 
those  from  all  over  the  world,” 
Bishop  Purcell  explained.  “It  is  my 
opinion  that  this  action  strengthens 
the  unity  achieved  in  the  1939  union 
of  three  major  Methodist  bodies.” 

Bishop  Purcell,  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  su¬ 
pervises  Methodist  churches  in  Ala¬ 
bama  and  northwest  Florida. 

The  conference  also  authorized  a 
70-member  commission  to  make  a 
four-year  study  of  Methodist  juris¬ 
dictional  structure  and  report  its 
recommendations  at  the  1960  ses¬ 
sions. 


sas-Louisiana  Area  included  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans; 
Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter,  Covington, 
and  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers,  Bienville. 
Rev.  Mr.  Carter  is  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Town  and 
Country  Commission,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Carithers  is  promotional  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Metho¬ 
dist  Rural  Fellowship. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sanford  discussed 
Methodism’s  new  study  book  “High 
Hours  of  Methodism”,  a  book  on  the 
rural  church,  soon  to  be  published, 
new  films  soon  to  be  released,  and 
plans  for  the  quadrennial  Rural 
Life  Conference  in  the  future. 

Miss  Russell  addressed  the  group 
on  the  problems  attending  her  work 
with  the  Woman’s  Division,  assign¬ 
ment  and  recruiting  of  workers  in 
rural  areas  and  other  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  projects,  and  of  the  need  for 
additional  resources  and  personnel. 
Miss  Russell  was  presented  to  the 
banquet  by  Mrs.  Morris,  Miss  Rus¬ 
sell’s  predecessor. 

Mr.  Shuman,  a  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegate,  from  Sullivan,  Ill. 
emphasized  in  his  address  that  the 
church  must  lead  the  way  in  help¬ 
ing  the  farmer  solve  his  problems. 
The  solution,  he  pointed  out,  must 
be  through  the  application  of  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  in  daily  economic 
life.  Church  leaders,  laymen  and 
pastors,  need  a  deeper  understand¬ 
ing  of  basic  agricultural  issues. 
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Religion  Reporters 
Doubt  Revival 
Depth 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  —  (RNS)  — 
America’s  leading  religious  report¬ 
ers  appear  to  have  doubts  about 
the  depth  of  the  so-called  spiritual 
revival. 

Only  five  of  30  reporters  inter¬ 
viewed  at  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Religious  Newswriters’  Associ¬ 
ation  here  thought  the  United  States 
was  experiencing  “a  genuine  spir¬ 
itual  reawakening.” 

Three  believed  the  current  inter¬ 
est  in  religion  was  “a  transitory 
phenomenon,  with  little  real  mean¬ 
ing.” 

Twelve  reporters  said  they  feel 
there  are  elements  of  both  the  gen¬ 
uine  and  meaningless  in  the  current 
situation.  Ten  writers  offered  other 
explanations. 

Among  the  latter  were: 

John  T.  Stewart,  St.  Louis  Post 
Dispatch — “A  post-war  phenom¬ 
enon;  in  part,  search  for  security; 
in  part,  support  of  our  national  life 
and  institutions.  Perhaps  also  the 
individual’s  desire  to  belong  more 
fully  to  his  group.” 

Richard  Philbrick,  Chicago  Trib¬ 
une — “A  reawakening  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  spiritual  elements  of 
our  life.  I  doubt  if  there  has  been 
a  widespread  growth  in  the  under¬ 
standing  of  things  of  the  spirit,  and 
more  important,  there  is  no  more 
dependence  upon  our  moral  re¬ 
sources.” 

David  Runge,  Milwaukee  Journal 
— “I  believe  it  is  a  searching  or 
groping  for  something  that  seems  to 
be  lacking  in  the  lives  of  man.” 

Frank  Stewart,  Cleveland  Press — 
“It  is  a  renewed  interest  in  religion 
— not  a  revival — but  due  to  increase 
in  population,  growth  of  suburbs 
and  a  fear  of  the  international  ten¬ 
sions  of  atom  bombs.  Finally,  it  is 
a  reaching  out  for  some  power  high¬ 
er  than  ourselves.” 

Margaret  Vance,  Newark  News — 
“There  is  a  great  element  of  fear 
and  uncertainty  in  the  situation. 
This  accounts  for  the  tremendous 
following  of  some  who  have  very 
little  to  offer  except  how  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  worldly  goods  and  suc¬ 
cess.” 


Chapel  To  Delinquents' 
Methodists  Donate 
School 

Wichita,  Falls,  Tex.— (RNS)— The 
Methodist  Foundation  of  the  Wich¬ 
ita  Falls  district  announced  that  it 
would  donate  $50,000  for  an  inter¬ 
denominational  chapel  at  the  State 
Training  School  for  Boys  in  Gates- 
ville,  Tex.  This  is  an  institution  for 
boys  adjudged  delinquent  by  dis¬ 
trict  courts. 

The  66-year-old  school  has  never 
had  a  church  or  a  specific  place  for 
worship. 

Architect  Jim  Killebrew  of  Wich¬ 
ita  Falls  was  commissioned  to  start 
work  immediately  on  plans  for  the 
chapel,  which  will  seat  about  500. 

The  Methodist  foundation  seeks  to 
get  business  and  professional  men 
to  use  their  talents  to  aid  religion 
by  donating  to  it  the  profits  from 
some  part  of  their  business. 


Proposes  Churches 
Sponsor  Saturday 
Evening  Weather 
Forcasts 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — (RNS)  —  A 
local  denominational  official  has 
suggested  that  churches  sponsor 
Saturday  evening  weather  forecasts 
over  radio  and  television  stations 
to  stimulate  Sunday  church  attend¬ 
ance. 

The  proposal  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  O.  H.  Hove,  public  relations 
director  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  and  chairman  of  Lutheran 
Television  Associates. 

He  took  issue  with  an  Oklahoma 
City  Methodist  minister,  the  Rev. 
Earl  N.  Dorff,  who  recently  con¬ 
tended  that  weather  broadcasts  “do 
more  to  hurt  church  attendance  than 
measles  or  the  flu.”  Mr.  Dorff  said 
that  weather  broadcasters  and  tele¬ 
casters  ought  to  “go  into  hiding” 
every  Saturday. 

Mr.  Hove  believes  that  certain  ap¬ 
propriate  religious  truths  might  be 
intermingled  with  church-sponsored 
weather  forecasts. 


THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
CHURCH  ON  THE  MARCH 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
forming  the  group  council  the  min¬ 
ister,  at  least  one  man,  one  woman 
and  one  young  person  may  be  cho¬ 
sen  by  each  church  to  serve  in  this 
capacity.  Out  of  the  discussions  of 
the  group  will  come  solutions  to 
problems,  assignments  to  churches 


WEST  GERMANS  TO  LAUNCH 

ROCKETS  FOR  PEACE 

Bremen  (WAP) — The  first  rocket  to  hurtle  the  Atlantic  will  be  fired 
by  neither  the  Russians  nor  the  Americans — but  by  the  West  Germans.  And 
it  will  carry  mail  instead  of  the  hydrogen  warhead  Nikita  Khrushchev 
threatened  on  his  recent  visit  to  England.  This  is  the  flat  prediction  of  the 
Bremen  Soicety  for  Rocket  Research,  an  organization  of  German  rocket 
scientists  dedicated  to  putting  the  rocket  to  work  for  peace. 

The  Bremen  scientists  have  been  immersed  in  their  postal  rocket 
project  for  nearly  five  years.  They  expect  to  fire  the  first  cargo  of  mail  at 
New  York  within  another  five — perhaps  three — years.  Already  the  Bremen 

scientists  have  working  scale  models 


Soviet  Churchmen 
To  Arrive  Here  June  2 

New  York — (RNS) — Eight  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  from  the  Soviet  Union 
will  arrive  here  by  plane  June  2 
for  a  ten-day  visit  as  guests  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  it  was 
announced  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson 
Blake,  president. 

Dr.  Blake  was  chairman  of  a  nine- 
member  delegation  of  American 
churchmen  who  visited  Moscow  in 
March. 

The  group  will  include  an  Ar¬ 
menian  and  four  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  leaders,  two  representatives 
of  the  All-Soviet  Council  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Christians  (a  Baptist  body), 
and  Archbishop  Jan  Kiivet  of  Tal¬ 
linn,  head  of  the  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  of  Estonia. 

This  is  the  first  official  visit  of 
a  group  of  Russian  churchmen  to 
the  U.S.  None  of  the  eight  members 
of  the  delegation  has  ever  been  to 
this  country  before. 

During  their  stay  they  will  hold 
several  conferences  with  National 
Council  leaders  to  continue  conver¬ 
sations  begun  in  Moscow.  They  also 
will  make  a  brief  tour  of  several 
cities  in  the  East. 


for  lay  preachers,  training  of  church 
leaders,  officers  and  teachers.  From 
these  mutual  conferences  will  come 
greater  strength  and  encouragement 
to  develop  major  points,  and  a 
strong  sense  of  fellowship  to  stimu¬ 
late  greater  energy  and  interest  on 
the  part  of  ministers  and  laymen 
alike.  A  sense  of  belonging  to  the 
larger  group  and  a  sense  of  econom¬ 
ic  security  is  provided  in  the  Group 
Ministry  plan.  The  challenge  is 
hereby  thrown  out  to  each  District 
Superintendent  to  select  the  most 
likely  natural  area  in  his  district, 
lead  his  men  in  the  forming  of  a 
Group  Ministry  project,  encourage 
the  laymen  to  participate,  and  ex¬ 
periment  to  see  just  how  effectively 
a  single  project  can  be  within  his 
district. 


Airlines ,  CAB,  Oppose  Reduced  Clergy  Plane  Fares 


Washington,  D.  C.— (RNS)— Congressional  approval 
of  legislation  authorizing  reduced  plane  fares  for 
clergymen  and  missionaries  appeared  unlikely  as  both 
the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  and  the  airlines  opposed 
such  a  move. 

S.  G.  Tipton,  president  of  the  Air  Transport  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  America,  declared  that  granting  reduced  fares 
to  the  clergy  would  lead  to  demands  from  other  groups 
for  a  similar  privilege. 

Chairman  Joseph  A.  Adams  of  the  CAB  said  that 
“to  grant  special  exemption  to  ministers  would  be  a 
serious  departure  from  the  sound  policy  of  the  existing 
act.” 

Under  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Act  of  1938,  airlines 
are  prohibited  from  granting  reduced  fares  to  any 
passengers  except  rescue  workers  enroute  to  the  scene 
of  a  public  disaster. 

Both  officials  filed  statements  with  the  House  In¬ 
terstate  Commerce  subcommittee  on  air  transportation. 

Earlier,  spokesmen  for  Protestant  and  Roman  Cath- 
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that  can  carry  the  mail  up  to  ten 
miles.  To  them,  firing  postal  cargo 
over  the  Atlantic  is  just  a  matter  of 
building  bigger  rockets. 

The  Bremen.  Rocketeers  should 
know.  Several  helped  Wernher  von 
Braun,  who  is  now  working  for  the 
U.S.  Army  at  the  Redstonp  Arsenal, 
Alabama,  develop  Hitler’s  V-l  and 
V-2  rockets  at  Pennemuende.  They 
are  working  to  harness  the  scientific 
principles  of  the  “flying  bomb” 
which  terrorized  London  during 
World  War  II.  Such  a  rocket,  they 
say,  can  be  just  as  readily  used  to 
hurtle  peaceful  cargoes  over  the  At¬ 
lantic.  A  “flying  mailman”  could 
rocket  over  the  Atlantic  at  3,000 
miles  an  hour.  The  cost  would  be 
trivial  as  against  that  of  transat¬ 
lantic  jet  airliners. 

“With  a  rocket  you  only  pay  for 
fuel  for  90  miles  on  an  intercontin¬ 
ental  flight”  a  German  scientist  ex¬ 
plained,  “60  miles  up  to  altitude  and 
30  miles  or  so  decelerating  on  the 
way  down.  For  the  rest  of  the  5,000 
miles  the  rocket  just  coasts  through 
the  atmosphere  without  fuel.” 

The  Bremen  group  has  fired  hun¬ 
dreds  of  scale-model  rockets  in  the 
last  five  years.  The  miniature  rock¬ 
ets  travel  up  to  10  miles  and  land 
their  mail  with  amazing  accuracy 
and  special  cargo  eventually  will  be 
carried  by  this  means.  Eventually, 
intercontinental  and  medium-range 
ballistic  missiles  will  supplant  the 
rocket  and  bring  a  new  era  of  rapid 
postal  communication,  the  German 
scientists  believe.  At  Stuttgart,  Dr. 
Alfred  Saenger  has  established  a 
state-supported  center  for  rocket, 
guided  missile  and  jet  engine  re¬ 
search.  He  was  one  of  prewar  Ger¬ 
many’s  leading  rocket  and  guided 
missile  theoreticians,  credited  with 
having  developed  data,  captured  at 
the  war’s  end,  from  which  Russia  is 
working  to  build  a  Soviet  intercon¬ 
tinental  ballistic  missile. 

Now,  however,  most  German 
rocket  experts  feel  that,  in  view  of 
the  guided  missile  race  between 
Russia  and  the  United  States,  they 
would  be  wasting  their  time  on  mil¬ 
itary  research.  Germany’s  greatest 
opportunity,  they  say,  is  finding 
peaceful  employment  for  the  rocket 
and  they  even  predict  rocket-pas¬ 
senger  travel — on  the  earth. 


olic  groups,  testifying  at  a  public  hearing,  urged  the 
subcommittee  to  approve  the  legislation  which  would 
give  non-subsidized  airlines  discretionary  authority  to 
institute  “clergy  fares”  such  as  have  been  traditional 
on  American  railroads. 

Mr.  Tipton  pointed  out  that  under  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Act,  which  governs  railroads,  surface  car¬ 
riers  are  permitted  to  grant  reduced  fares  not  only  to 
clergymen  but  to  about  a  dozen  other  groups. 

“We  cannot  surely  expect  these  groups  to  remain 
silent,”  he  said,  “ii  Congress  now  modifies  the  policy 
established  in  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Act  and  permits 
pass  facilities  to  be  extended  to  ministers  of  religion.” 

He  said  that  no  private  transportation  system  can 
provide  free  or  reduced-rate  service  to  “hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  unless  somebody  pays  for  it.” 

‘Either  those  who  are  not  entitled  to  special  priv¬ 
ileges  must  pay  through  higher  fares,”  Mr.  Tipton  said, 
“or  the  government  must  pay.” 


Alaska  Campus 
Dedication  Set 

Anchorage,  Alaska — (RNS) — Some 
100  Methodist  lay  leaders  and  sev¬ 
eral  bishops  will  come  here  Aug.  5 
for  the  dedication  of  the  campus  on 
which  construction  of  a  proposed 
$2,000,000  Methodist  liberal  arts  col¬ 
lege  is  to  be  started  e^rly  next 
year. 

First  classes  are  scheduled  to  be 
held  in  the  new  institution,  the  first 
church-related  senior  college  in 
Alaska,  in  the  fall  of  1958. 

About  $300,000  toward  Alaska’s 
$500,000  quota  of  the  bqilding  fund 
has  been  contributed  by  Methodists 
in  this  territory.  Meanwhile,  fund 
drives  are  being  conducted  among 
Methodist  congregations  in  U.  S. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Stockman 


THE  DANGEROUS  AGE 

What  is  life’s  most  dangerous  age?  In  a  group  of  press  representatives 
and  church  leaders  some  time  ago  the  question  was  raised  as  to  what  could 
be  done  to  prepare  America  against  the  spiritual  perils  of  the  hour. 

Several  of  those  present  swung  the  point  of  the  issue  back  to  the 
children.  Childhood,  they  maintained,  is  the  key  to 
curing  our  social  ills.  Certainly  childhood  is  the  most 
plastic  age  and  the  perils  which  threaten  early  youth 
can  hardly  be  exaggerated.  Nevertheless,  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  childhood  is  life’s  most  dangerous  age. 

If  not  childhood,  then  perhaps  life’s  most  dangerous 
age  is  the  adolescent  period  when  the  budding  powers 
of  personality  are  brapching  out  in  all  directions  or  the 
years  following  when  youths  are  leaving  home  for 
college  or  for  work.  Certainly  that  formative  time  when 
sons  and  daughters  leave  the  safeguards  of  parental 
guidance  is  a  period  fraught  with  momentous  risks  and 
dangers.  Yet  I  hardly  believe  that  is  life’s  most  perilous  period. 

The  conviction  has  deepened  upon  me  that  life’s  most  dangerous 
period  is  middle  age.  It  is  those  in  their  middle  years  who  find  their  youth¬ 
ful  goals  still  so  far  from  attainment,  those  for  whom  the  race  has  slowed 
down  from  a  run  to  a  walk,  or  perhaps  those  who  feel  the  temptation  to 
loosen  the  yoke  of  Christ  and  let  down  the  standards.  It  seem  justifiable 
to  apply  to  life  the  words  of  the  Psalmist  and  say  there  is  “a  destruction 
that  wasteth  at  noonday.” 

The  inability  to  carry  the  ideals  and  expectations  of  youth  through 
middle  age  without  freaking  is  one  of  life’s  most  common  phenomena. 
Insurance  actuaries  tell  us  how  amazingly  few  of  the  young  men  who  are 
running  merrily  at  25  pass  the  65th  milestone  with  financial  colors  flying. 
And  the  failure  of  financial  hopes  is  only  one  of  the  minor  casualties  of 
maturity. 

Do  not  misunderstand  me.  I  am  not  minimizing  the  need  of  safe¬ 
guarding  the  young.  The  work  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Girl  Scouts,  the 


Y.M.C.A.  and  the  Y.W.C.A.  cannot  be  too  highly  praised  as  part  of  our 
national  defense.  I  know  how  large  a  proportion  of  our  criminals  are  young. 
Flagrant  crimes  occur  with  such  tragic  frequency  in  youth. 

The  sins  of  middle  age,  on  the  other  hand,  are  often  sins  of  the  mind. 
They  are  more  subtle.  They  do  not  always  land  their  perpetrators  behind 
bars  or  even  in  disgrace.  Therein  lies  part  of  their  added  peril.  Was  that 
not  why  our  Lord  put  such  emphasis  on  the  sins  of  the  mind,  like  pride, 
selfishness  and  greed,  rather  than  on  drunkenness,  murder,  theft  and  the 
like?  These  latter  flagrant  sins  breed  their  own  resistance  through  the 
disgrace  they  entail.  But  the  sins  of  the  mind  and  spirit  can  go  on  doing 
their  devilish  work  without  loss  of  respectability. 

Moreover,  the  sins  of  middle  age  are  more  socially  destructive  because 
by  that  time  men  are  in  places  of  power.  Waywardness  at  the  wheel  of  a 
high-powered  motor  is  more  dangerous  than  waywardness  on  a  lad’s  tri¬ 
cycle.  A  selfish  corrupt  person  in  a  place  of  authority  can  do  more  damage 
than  a  dozen  drunken  derelicts. 

Also,  in  maturity  we  are  inclined  to  be  so  smugly  self-assured.  Just 
when  we  feel  safest,  just  when  we  are  surest  of  ourselves,  that  is  the  time 
we  most  need  to  watch.  And  who  is  watching  over  us  in  middle  age? 
When  I  meet  the  schoolteachers  of  America,  I  am  heartened  by  the  thought 
of  what  good  care  youth  is  receiving.  But  we  grownups  have  to  be  our 
own  guardians. 

It  is  in  the  mind  that  the  dangers  of  middle  age  often  show  them¬ 
selves.  It  may  be  a  hardening  of  the  arteries  of  thought  which  causes  a 
loss  of  open-mindedness,  a  toughening  of  opinion  into  prejudice,  prevent¬ 
ing  the  flow  of  new  ideas  and  the  fair  facing  of  unpleasant  truths.  When 
Christ  confronted  the  men  whose  mental  arteries  had  hardened,  He  set  a 
little  child  in  their  midst  and  said,  “Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as 
a  little  child,  ye  cannot  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  Have  we  lost 
that  open-mindedness  and  open-heartedness  of  childhood? 

Get  out  an  old  photograph  of  yourself  at  16  or  18.  Look  into  your 
own  youthful  eyes  and  ask  yourself  some  questions  like  these:  Have  I 
lost  some  of  my  dreams?  Are  my  ideals  higher  or  lower?  Are  my  tastes 
getting  more  wholesome  or  more  artificial?  Do  I  wink  at  wrongs  which 
used  to  shock  me?  Am  I  as  much  of  a  man  as  my  mother  expected  me  to 
be? 
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RURAL  METHODISM  IN  MINNESOTA 


The  weekend  of  April  29th  was  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  one  for  the  writer  while  he  was  at  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  The  Conference  asks  for  the 
names  of  delegates  who  will  be  willing  to  speak 
at  the  surrounding  churches  while  the  Confer¬ 
ence  is  in  session.  The  writer  offered  to  speak, 
but  asked  that  if  possible  he  be  sent  to  a  country 
church. 

He  certainly  got  what  he  wished.  The  driver 
of  the  car,  my  host  pastor,  had  been  careful  to 
say  little  about  the  distance  that  his  church  was 
from  Minneapolis.  It  turned  out  that  Balaton  is 
slightly  over  180  miles  from  the  city!  Then  in 
order  that  the  visiting  speaker  be  baptized  with 
a  real  spell  of  Minnesota  weather,  we  had  two 
inches  of  snow  as  we  drove  out  across  the 
state.  But  that  did  not  stop  us.  At  2:30  A.M. 
Sunday  morning  we  arrived  at  the  Balaton  par¬ 
sonage,  to  be  greeted  cordially  but  sleepily  by 
the  good  wife  of  the  pastor. 

Sunday  there  were  two  churches  to  be  visited. 
We  drove  12  miles  to  Lynd  where  we  had  a 
wonderful  service  with  the  good  people  of  that 
little  village  nestling  among  the  high  rolling 
plains  of  southwest  Minnesota.  They  acted  just 
like  country  folks  in  Arkansas.  They  were  warm 
and  friendly,  and  all  came  up  to  meet  the  visit¬ 
ing  speaker  after  the  service  was  over.  We  then 
drove  back  to  Balaton  to  be  with  the  folks 
there  at  the  11  o’clock  service.  Balaton  is  a 
town  of  about  900,  and  the  church  is  an  active 
church  with  a  good  choir.  It  was  a  wonderful 
experience  to  meet  these  people  in  their  home 
community,  and  to  learn  that  small  town  and 
rural  churches  are  the  same  all  over  the  country. 
They  are  doing  a  good  job  for  the  Lord,  but 
they  still  need  the  help  and  the  prayers  of 
Methodists  everywhere. 

Any  hunter  who  reads  this  column  Will  feel 
like  I  did  when  I  saw  dozens  of  pheasants.  The 
male  bird  is  almost  too  beautiful  to  shoot  for 
food,  but  the  meat  of  the  pheasant  is  one  of  the 
tastiest  delicacies  that  Americans  can  eat.  In- 
cidently,  I  tried  to  get  on  speaking  terms  with  a 
few  ducks  for  the  benefit  of  next  fall  hunting 
season,  but  they  seemed  to  be  a  bit  distant. 
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TWO  RELIGIONS  HOLD  MIRRORS  TO 
EACH  OTHER 


The  recent  renewal  of  centuries-old  clashes 
between  the  Arabs  of  the  Near  East  and  the 
British,  French  and  Israeli  governments,  brings 
to  the  fore  again  thoughts  on  Islam,  the  religion, 
the  culture,  the  national  and  international  power 
of  the  Arab  states.  From  the  time  of  the  ill- 
fated  and  unfortunate  Crusades — and  even  be¬ 
fore — the  Christian  church  and  it  faith  have 
made  little  progress  in  winning  the  friendship 
and  understanding  of  the  people  who  swear  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  Prophet  Mohammed.  The  Cross  and 
the  Crescent,  both  springing  from  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  faith,  are  still  at  war — sometimes  hot, 
sometimes  cold. 


Dr.  Max  Warren,  secretary  of  the  Church 
Missionary  Society  (London)  recently  called  at¬ 
tention  to  the  dramatic  story  of  an  Austrian 
Jew,  in  search  of  a  satisfying  faith,  who  (to  our 
shame)  found  little  help  in  the  Christianity  he 
saw,  but  did  find  help  in  Islam.  Muhammad 
Asad  (his  new  name)  relates  his  story  in  “The 
Road  to  Mecca.”  Judaism,  the  searcher  felt,  held 
to  the  form  of  religion  but  in  practice  denied 
its  power;  while  Christianity  (as  he  saw  it)  was 
preoccupied  with  individual  salvation,  and  had 
divorced  religion  from  life.  But  in  Islam  he 
found  a  brotherhood  among  its  followers  —  a 
brotherhood  that  transcended  the  accidents  of 
race  and  of  economic  status,  and  “lifted,  all  the 
barriers  of  loneliness  between  man  and  man.” 

It  seemed  to  Muhammad  Asad  that  “Western 
man  had,  over  the  centuries,  lost  all  his  real  faith 
in  Christianity:  with  the  loss  of  this  faith,  he 
had  lost  the  conviction  that  the  universe  was 
the  expression  of  one  Planning  Mind  and  thus 
formed  one  organic  whole;  and  because  he  had 
lost  this  conviction,  he  was  now  living  in  a 
spiritual  and  moral  vacuum.” 


But  the  writer  is  disturbed  by  the  Christian 
(or  Western)  impact  upon  his  new-found  faith, 
and  it  is  here  that  the  Christian — who  worships 
things  and  a  “progress”  in  which  the  spiritual 
does  not  keep  pace  with  the  physical — is  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  portrait  of  himself:  “Under  the 


impact  of  Western  cultural  inflluences,  the  souls 
of  many  Muslims,  men  and  women,  are  slowly 
shivelling.  They  are  letting  themselves  be  led 
away  from  their  erstwhile  belief  that  an  im¬ 
provement  in  living  standards  should  be  but  a 
means  to  improving  man’s  spiritual  perceptions; 
they  are  falling  into  the  same  idolatry  of  prog¬ 
ress  into  which  the  Western  world  fell  after  it 
had  reduced  religion  to  a  mere  melodious  tink¬ 
ling  somewhere  in  the  background  of  happen¬ 
ing,  and  are  therefore  growing  smaller  in  stature, 
not  greater.” 

Dr.  Warren  urges  Christians  to  be  sym¬ 
pathetic  with  Moslems  as  the  latter  bemoan  the 
crumbling  of  the  religion  of  Islam,  “even  as  the 
thoughtful  Christian  is  aware  of  the  erosion  of 
the  soul  in  the  West.”  He  quotes  the  English 
theologian,  Professor  Laurence  E.  Browne,  as 
declaring  that  Islam  remains  a  standing  rebuke 
to  the  unwillingness,  or  the  unreadiness,  of 
Christians  to  interpret  their  faith  in  language 
which  can  be  understood  by  those  who  start  from 
diffeient  premises.  He  points  out  that  we  must 
humbly  admit  that  the  position  of  non-Christians 
in  our  own  country  is  not  really  very  different 
from  that  of  the  Moslem,  particularly  of  the 
Moslem  who,  under  the  fierce  pressure  of  the 
contemporary  world,  is  slowly  abandoning  his 
faith  even  while  he  still  respects  its  outward 
forms. 

“In  a  word,”  adds  Dr.  Warren,  “the  problem 
of  convincing  the  thoughtful  Moslem  of  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  faith  is  hardily,  if  at  all, 
different  from  that  of  convincing  a  great  many 
of  our  fellowcountrymen.  The  ‘fog’  in  the  mind 
of  the  Moslem  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
is  the  genighted  heir  of  an  inferior  culture;  it 
is  the  same  ‘fog’  which  infests  the  minds  of 
manyiof  our  friends,  wisps  of  which  may  some¬ 
times  cloud  our  own  minds!  It  is  a  valuable 
experience  in  humility  to  realize  that  the  Mos¬ 
lem’s  outlook  approximates  to  the  outlook  of 
many  who  are  Christian  in  name  only.” 

Somehow  we  can  see  more  clearly  our 
“Christian”  shortcomings  as  we  see  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  to  the  Moslem  today.  Perhaps  as  he 
looks  at  us,  he  can  detect  the  blocks  on  the 
road  he  is  travelling.  Will  the  forces  now  at 
work  in  contemporary  history  help  bring  the 
faiths  together?- 


Page  Seven 


NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


MM! 


IlllllIBIIIIIlIIIIIOIIIIIIIIllIlllfflillllUlllllllllIll] 


[iiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiuiiiuiiiiiiiiijMiiiiiiminnmiiiiHmnnimiiiiiiwiiiiraiininiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHHiiiiiiniiuiiDiniiniujiiiiiiiiuiinHiiiiuiiiiiiiiiirniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinHiiiiiiniiiniiiiHiiiiiiiniiiniinniiiiiinmiiiiiP 


REV.  TERRAL  T.  LOWE,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Bethlehem- Wesley,  preached 
at  the  morning  service  in  McIntyre  on  Sunday, 
April  29.  Mr.  Lowe  is  one  of  several  preachers 
who  have  come  from  the  McIntyre  community. 

THE  COMBINED  CHOIRS  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  presented  the 
annual  Spring  Festival  of  Music  at  the  church  on 
Sunday  evening,  April  29.  Choir  awards  were 
presented  to  members  of  the  children’s  choirs  at 
this  service. 

The  parent  teacher  fellowship  of 

the  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chal- 
mette,  has  elected  the  following  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year:  President,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Price;  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  I.  D.  Baldock;  secretary,  Mrs. 
Ben  Martin;  treasurer,  Mrs.  John  Weese  and 
program  chairman,  Mrs.  B.  D.  Quillin. 

ALLEN  GREENWOOD,  special  agent  for  the 
New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church, 
Chalmette,  on  Monday  evening,  May  7,  in  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  of  the  church.  Ben  Martin,  pres¬ 
ident,  presided  over  the  business  meeting. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  and  the  organist,  John 
Nickel,  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  presented  a  program  of 
sacred  music  from  the  works  of  the  great  com¬ 
posers  at  the  vesper  service  on  Sunday  evening, 
April  29.  Open  house  was  held  in  Fellowship 
Hall  immediately  following  the  service. 

THE  MUSIC  COMMITTEE  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  honored  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  Frederick  Holler  on  Sunday  evening, 
April  29,  with  a  reception  in  the  church  parlor. 
Mr.  Holler,  formerly  minister  of  music  at  First 
Church,  on  May  1  became  minister  of  music  at 
the  Dauphin  Way  Methodist  Church,  Mobile, 
Alabama. 

SUNDAY,  April  29,  was  observed  by  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Commission  of  Davidson  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  as  Pledge  Day  and 
May  1  set  as  the  time  for  all  of  this  year’s 
pledges  to  be  paid  in  full.  The  pastor,  Rev.  D.  B. 
Boddie,  will  hold  a  consecration  service  on  May 
6  at  the  11:00  a.m.  hour  for  the  officers  elected 
for  next  Conference  year. 

REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  Davidson  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  supper  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  First  Church,  New  Iberia,  on  Thursday 
evening,  April  26,  using  for  his  subject,  “This 
Church  Called  Methodist.”  The  men  served  a 
duck  gumbo  supper.  There  were  about  25  men 
present. 

JUDGE  CHRIS  BARNETTE  of  Shreveport  was 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Magnolia,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  on  Wednesday,  April  25.  Judge  Barnette  is 
a  member  of  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  where  for  many  years  he  has  served 
as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He  is 
also  teacher  of  the  Young  Married  Couples  Class 
of  the  Sunday  School. 

LLOWSHIP-HOMECOMING  DAY  was  ob¬ 
served  on  Sunday,  May  6,  at  the  Kentwood 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor  of  Black- 
water,  the  immediate  former  pastor  of  the 
church,  was  guest  speaker  at  both  the  11:00 
a.m.  and  the  7:30  p.m.  worship  services.  After 
the  morning  worship  hour,  church  families  and 
friends  gathered  in  fellowship  hall  and  spread 
basket  lunches.  Rev.  G.  C.  Dean,  Jr.,  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  IRA  ROBINSON,  educational  director  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette, 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  City-Wide  Methodist  Training  School  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
succeed  J.  O.  Herpin,  resigned.  Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie, 
pastor  of  Davidson  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
was  elected  to  succeed  himself  as  dean  for  anoth¬ 


er  year.  The  date  for  the  Training  School  for 
this  year  was  set  for  September  23-25. 

PARISH- WIDE  WORKSHOP  for  leaders  in 
the  Adult  Department  of  the  Sunday  School 
and  for  Vacation  Church  School  workers  was 
held  on  Friday  evening,  April  20,  at  the  Coving¬ 
ton  Methodist  Church.  Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson 
of  Shreveport  directed  the  program  for  teachers 
and  officers  of  adult  classes,  and  Miss  Shelia 
Nuttall,  St.  Tammany  parish  rural  worker,  was 
in  charge  of  the  Vacation  Church  School  sec¬ 
tion. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church  received  its 
charter  at  a  dinner  meeting .  at  the  church  on 
Monday,  April  16.  Rev.  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  the  Ingleside  Methodist  Church,  on  behalf  of 
the  General  Board  of  Lay  Activities  presented 
the  charter  and  gave  the  principal  address.  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  organization  are  George  Pierce, 
president;  Milton  Baker,  vice-president;  Jerry 
Heard,  secretary;  Bill  Wisner,  treasurer,  and 
Mervin  Loudon,  program  chairman. 

REV.  J.  W.  QUAID,  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  father  of 
Rev.  C.  W.  Quaid,  pastor  of  the  Simpson 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  was  the 
preacher  at  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church  in 
evangelistic  services  from  April  29  through  Sun¬ 
day,  May  6.  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pastor  of  the 
Lake  Arthur  Methodist  Church  and  director  of 
McNeese  Methodist  Student  Center,  led  the  sing¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Quaid  has  served  pastorates  throughout 
Oklahoma  for  40  years  during  which  time  he  has 
‘also  engaged  in  evangelistic  work. 

MRS.  MARTHA  HARTWELL  ESKRIDGE,  age 
84,  died  on  Sunday,  April  29,  after  a  long 
illness.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  and  had  served  a 
period  of  40  years  as  organist  at  the  church.  At 
one  time  she  also  served  on  the  Official  Board 
of  the  church  and  had  been  active  in  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service.  Funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  on  Monday,  April  30,  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  by  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HOWARD  GREENWALT,  Methodist  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  Modesta,  Calif.,  has 
been  selected  as  new  associate  secretary  in  the 
denomination’s  Central  Promotional  Office  in 
Chicago,  it  has  been  announced.  He  will  assume 
his  new  duties  on  July  1,  according  to  Bishop 
William  C.  Martin,  chairman  of  the  Commission 
on  Promotion  and  Cultivation.  He  is  the  author 
of  “Look-a-Graf,”  a  guide  to  local  church  self- 
examination  and  self-direction,  which  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  promotional  office’s  magazine,  “The 
Story,”  last  November. 

The  trinity  methodist  church,  Rus- 

ton,  held  its  annual  School  for  Christian 
Workers  on  April  23,  24  and  25.  The  instructors 
and  their  classes  were:  Mrs.  Robert  Newton  of 
Camden,  Arkansas,  Nursery  and  Kindergarten 
children;  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay  of  Shreveport,  di¬ 
rector  of  Children’s  Work,  Louisiana  Conference, 
Primary  children;  Mrs.  Daisy  Bergeron  of  West 
Monroe,  Junior  children;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Nelson,  War¬ 
ren,  Arkansas,  Intermediates,  and  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane  of  Shreveport,  executive  secretary  Board 
of  Education,  Louisiana  Conference,  Adult  class¬ 
es.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

CHILDREN’S  DAY  was  observed  at  the  St. 

Bernard  Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  at 
the  11:00  a.m.  service  on  Sunday,  May  6,  when 
a  communion  service  was  held.  The  children  of 
the  Church  School  and  Junior  Church  attended 
in  a  body,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  L.  Clayton, 
preached  a  sermon  for  the  children.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Morgan,  organist,  played  special  numbers  and 
the  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ben  Mar¬ 
tin,  furnished  special  music.  Children’s  hymns 
were  used  for  the  congregational  singing.  Mrs. 
Walter  G.  Doss  is  director  of  the  Junior  Church 
and  R.  S.  Williamson  is  superintendent  of  the 
Church  School. 


BISHOP  AND  MRS.  MARTIN  HONORED 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  were  the 
honored  General  Conference  guests  of  delegates 
and  visitors  from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
at  a  banquet  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Francis 
Drake  Hotel,  Minneapolis.  More  than  sixty  per¬ 
sons  were  present  for  the  occasion. 

Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis,  Conway,  member  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  delegation,  was 
chairman  of  the  program,  and  expressions  of 
appreciation  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  were 
given  by  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Little  Rock 
and  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  also  General 
Conference  delegates. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  SPENCER  WREN 

Mrs.  Spencer  Wren,  wife  of  Rev.  Spencer 
Wren,  pastor  of  the  St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  died  Tuesday  morning,  May  l' 
following  an  illness  of  several  months.  Death 
came  in  the  Oschner  Foundation  Hospital.  Fu¬ 
neral  services  were  conducted  in  the  St.  Luke’s 
Church  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wren  and  Rev.  Eddie  Shaw, 
Houston,  Tex.  Mrs.  Wren  is  survived  by  her 
husband  and  two  children,  Michael  and  Spencer, 
Jr. 


EDITOR  HEADS  METHODIST 
PRESS  ASSOCIATION 

Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  one  of  the  editors 
of  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Press  Association  at  the 
meeting  of  the  association  at  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  last  week.  The 
term  of  office  is  for  four  years. 

The  Association  is  composed  of  36  Methodist 
publications. 


CENTENARY  RECEIVES 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE  GRANT 

Centenary  College  has  been  given  $2,000  by 
the  Colgate-Palmolive  Co.  of  New  York,  accord¬ 
ing  to  word  received  from  E.  H.  Little,  chairman 
of  the  board. 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  Mr.  Little  said  that  Centenary  was 
one  of  186  selected  colleges  and  universities  to 
which  such  grants  are  being  made  this  year  in 
observance  of  the  company’s  125th  anniversary. 

The  basis  of  selection  was  on  broad  geo¬ 
graphical  lines,  Mr.  Little  said,  and  included 
equitable  representation  of  denominational  and 
non-sectarian  colleges.  Academic  excellence, 
progress  in  improving  faculty  salaries  and  in¬ 
itiative  in  obtaining  regular  support  through 
alumni  and  other  channels  also  were  considered. 

Dr.  Mickle  said  the  grant  is  unrestricted. 
Mr.  Little  observed  that  officials  of  the  company 
recognize  the  fact  that  “the  officers  of  each  in¬ 
stitution  are  best  qualified  to  allocate  the  funds 
where  they  are  most  needed.” 


CENTENARY  NEWS  BUREAU  HEAD 
HONORED 

Mrs.  Margaret  McDonald,  director  of  the 
News  Bureau  at  Centenary  College,  won  five 
awards  in  the  annual  writing  contests  of  the 
Louisiana  Press  Women’s  Association. 

Announcement  of  the  honors  was  made  at 
the  annual  spring  convention  of  the  association 
at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel  in  New  Orleans  over 
the  weekend.  The  awards  were  presented  by 
Miss  Virginia  Brueck  of  Monroe,  state  contest 
chairman. 

Mrs.  McDonald  placed  first  in  the  state  for 
feature  writing  and  first  for  critical  writing  in 
the  field  of  art  and  music.  She  took  second  place 
in  the  state  for  special  feature  articles  in  foods 
and  second  place  for  special  feature  articles  in 
the  field  of  historical  and  biographical  writing. 
She  took  third  place  in  Louisiana  for  special 
articles  in  the  fashion  field. 

A  number  of  Mrs.  McDonald’s  features  have 
appeared  in  The  Louisiana  Methodist  since  she 
assumed  the  position  at  Centenary  College  in 
July,  1955.  She  had  previously  been  employed 
for  more  than  five  years  as  a  feature  writer  at 
The  Shreveport  Times  and  has  had  about  six 
years  experience  on  Eastern  newspapers.  She 
also  was  among  the  major  state  prize  winners  in 
the  writing  contests  last  year,  and  one  of  her 
articles  took  a  national  award. 
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Prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

PRAYER  VIGIL  DATES 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.m.  on  the  first  date  and  closes 
at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date.) 

May  9-10  —  Wesley,  Alexandria, 
Clyde  T.  Shaw 

May  10-11  —  Jena,  W.  O.  Lynch; 

Oberlin,  . 

May  11-12  —  Oak  Grove,  Effie,  E. 
Lee  McKay 

May  12-13  —  Winnfield,  Luther  L. 
Booth;  Wesley  Chapel,  James  L. 
Wilkes 

May  13-14 — Olla,  J.  A.  Jones 
May  14-15  —  Montgomery,  William 
T.  Hall,  Jr. 

May  15-16— Mt.  Zion,  W.  R.  Akin 
May  16-17 — Coushatta,  Harvey  Wil¬ 
liamson 

May  17-18 — Fairbanks,  David  Cor¬ 
ley;  Gretna,  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 
May  18-19 — Oak  Grove,  Eskel  L. 
Tatum 

May  19-20  —  Lake  Providence, 
Thomas  M.  Lancaster 
May  20-21 — First  Church,  Monroe, 
George  W.  Pomeroy 
The  pastor  of  our  Kentwood 
Church  reported  on  the  Prayer 
Vigil  in  part  as  follows: 

Dear  W.  D.: 

This  is  to  give  you  a  report  on 
our  Prayer  Vigil  of  April  14-15.  It 
was  most  successful  for  us.  The 
people  responded  readily  and  gra¬ 
ciously.  It  has  been  of  personal 
strength  to  all  who  took  part  in  it. 
Many  have  told  me  how  much  it 
meant  and  hope  that  we  will  have 
another  one  shortly.  Those  thirty- 
minute  periods  were  so  short  to  • 
most  people  that  many  stayed  on 
for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 
There  was  no  break  in  our  24-hour 
continuous  prayer. 

One  family  had  signed  up  for  a 
period  on  Sunday  morning  and  just 
before  they  came  to  the  church  they 
had  word  of  the  death  of  an  uncle. 
They  filled  their  prayer  period  and 
I  know  that  it  must  have  meant 
much  to  them. 

Sincerely, 

Garland  Dean,  Jr. 

— W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman,  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism 


LAKE  CHARLES  PASTOR 
NAMED  LMCF  HEAD 

Rev.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles,  La.,  has  been  elected  to 
succeed  Dr.  J.  D.  Grey  of  New 
Orleans,  as  president  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation, 
according  to  an  announcement  just 
released  by  Executive  Director  W. 
Earl  Hotalen  at  the  Headquarters 
Office  in  Baton  Rouge.  / 

At  the  recent  LMCF  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  in  Baton  Rouge  Dr.  Grey 
declined  reelection,  and  the  conven¬ 
tion  by  unanimous  vote  referred  the 
choice  of  his  successor  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  In  agreement  with  this 
instruction  Rev.  Mr.  Lueg  was  elect¬ 
ed  and  has  signified  his  acceptance. 

The  Foundation  is  a  non-profit 
organization,  associated  with  the 
national  and  international  anti-al¬ 
cohol  movement  and,  in  Louisiana, 
Particularly  devoted  to  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  youth  in  reference  to  the 
scientifically  established  facts  about 
alcoholic  beverages  and  their  effects 
upon  the  drinker  and  upon  society. 
The  various  Protefctant  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  Denominations  of  the  state 
are  represented  in  its  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  its  financial  support 
is  derived  from  the  local  churches 
throughout  the  state. 


Parsonage  Couple 
Celebrates  25th 
Wedding  Anniversary 


GIBSLAND  HAS  ACTIVE  CHOIR 


Photo  by  Byron  Johnson 

Putting  their  talents  to  work  is 
this  group  of  singers  which  com¬ 
poses  the  choir  of  the  Gibsland 
Methodist  Church.  Since  its  organ¬ 
ization  nearly  two  years  ago,  the 
choir  has  led  the  congregational 
singing  at  the  worship  service  each 
Sunday  morning.  In  addition,  it  has 
assisted  in  revival  meetings  not  only 
in  Gibsland,  but  at  the  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Church.  It  has  also  pre¬ 
sented  special  programs  in  the  Gibs¬ 
land  Church  at  Christmas  and 
Easter  and  has  had  complete  charge 
of  the  worship  service  on  two  oc¬ 
casions.  Recently  the  choir  visited 
the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church 
where  it  presented  a  program  of 
songs  at  the  evening  service. 

The  officers  of  the  choir  consist 
of  Mrs.  Helen  Morrow,  director,  Lee 
Bergeron,  president,  Mrs.  Joe  Rob¬ 
inson,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Mrs. 
Myrtle  Terry,  organist. 

Pictured  above  are  members  of 
the  choir,  left  to  right,  back  row: 
Lee  Bergerson,  Jimmie  Johnson,  J. 
H.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Bennett,  J.  P.  Nel- 
som,  Jr.,  R.  G.  Francis,  E.  O.  Rogers. 
Middle  row:  Mrs.  Raymond  Palmer, 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Nelson,  Mrs.  Coffee,  Miss 
Margaret  Ann  Johnson,  Mrs.  Joe 
Robinson,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Johnson,  Miss 
Maude  Rhodes,  Mrs.  Bobbie  Walker, 
Miss  Frances  Rogers.  Front  row: 
Miss  Carolyn  Patton,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Simms,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Terry,  at  the 
organ,  Miss  Gloria  Smith  and  Miss 
Elaine  Rogers.  Directing  is  Mrs. 
Helen  Morrow  and  at  the  pulpit  is 
Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson,  pastor.  Mem¬ 
bers  not  shown  are  Miss  Betty  Kim¬ 
ball,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Kettler,  Bin  Coffee, 
Miss  Marion  Kettler,  Miss  Dyanne 
Sutton  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Hamner. 


YOUTH  MEETING 
AT  DUBACH  CHURCH 

An  evening  of  recreation,  refresh¬ 
ments  and  worship  was  held  on 
Sunday  evening,  April  22,  for  the 
young  people  of  the  Dubach  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  They  later  took  part 
in  the  evening  worship  service. 

The  new  officers  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  for  the  com¬ 
ing  conference  year  are:  Sandra 
Chandler,  president;  Lillian  Blon- 
din,  vice-president;  Johnnie  De- 
Freese,  secretary;  Glenda  Kees, 
treasurer;  Virginia  Thompson,  pub¬ 
licity  chairman;  Charles  Hinton, 
program  chairman;  Donald  Ham¬ 
mons,  recreational  chairman;  Ardia 
Stuckey,  refreshment  chairman,  and 
Dr.  Jim  Patterson,  counselor. 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  April  22, 
Rev.  W.  H.  Carroll,  pastor  of  the 
Ringgold  Methodist  Church,  and 
Mrs.  Carroll,  were  honored  on  the 
occasion  of  their  25th  wedding  an¬ 
niversary  with  an  open  house.  Hosts 
for  the  event  were  members  of  the 
church. 

Floral  arrangements  were  placed 
throughout  the  reception  rooms  and 
centered  the  dining  table.  Individual 
white  cakes  were  embossed  in  silver 
mint.  The  hosts’  gifts  to  the  hon- 


The  Methodist  Men  of  First 
Church,  Minden,  honored  the  wom¬ 
en  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  by  preparing  and  serv¬ 
ing  dinner  to  them  on  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  April  16.  This  was  the  men’s 
way  of  saying  “thank  you”  for  all 
the  suppers  the  circles  of  the  WSCS 
had  served  to  the  men  through  the 
years,  according  to  church  leaders. 

George  D.  McKinney,  president, 
was  the  master  of  ceremonies  of  the 
affair  which  was  said  to  have  been 
a  gala  one  with  fine  food,  good  sing¬ 
ing,  special  musical  numbers,  and 
an  outstanding  speaker.  Chairman 
of  the  food  committee  was  E.  J. 
Blanchard,  who,  along  with  twelve 
other  men,  was  attired  in  chef’s  cap 
and  jacket.  His  assistants  were:  F. 
C.  Allen,  Sid  Alsobrook,  J.  D. 
Brown,  Joe  Greer,  Mitchell  Jones, 
R.  O.  Machen,  Gene  Searles,  Lloyd 
Starr,  Tommy  Thompson,  Horace 
Upton,  Don  Ward,  Cy  Williams. 

Clossie  Robinson  was  chairman  of 
the  program  committee  and  pre¬ 


sented  the  speaker  of  the  evening,. 
Miss  Ruby  Craton,  president  of  the 
First  Church  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  a  co-teacher  of  an  adult 
Church  School  Class  at  the  church, 
and  acting  principal  of  the  Steward 
Elementary  School  in  Minden.  Miss 
Craton  spoke  on  “Growing  Spirit¬ 
ually”. 

Featured'  also  were  four  young 
people  from  the  high  school,  Jean¬ 
ette  Woodard,  Nancy  Cox  and  Linda 
Cox,  who  sang  several  numbers,  ac¬ 
companied  on  the  piano  by  Wiley 
Cameron.  Mrs.  C.  M.  Ritchie  played 
the  piano  throughout  the  dinner  and 
also  accompanied  the  group  in  sing¬ 
ing,  led  by  Leland  Mims. 

The  tables  were  decorated  with 
iris  and  greenery  of  the  season  by 
Eugene  Frazier.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Williams, 
president  of  the  WSCS,  responded  to 
the  program  by  expressing  appreci¬ 
ation  for  this  gesture,  and  suggest¬ 
ing  that  it  become  an  annual  event. 
Over  100  men  and  women  were 
present. 


orees  were  silver  coins  arranged  on 
a  miniature  silver  tree  placed  in  a 
receptacle  on  the  table  which  held 
the  guest  book.  The  gift  coins  are  to 
be  used  toward  the  purchase  of  sil¬ 
ver  place  settings  in  the  honoree’s 
pattern. 

Members  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  presided  at  the  guest 
book.  Many  friends  called  between 
the  hours  of  2:00  and  4:00. 


Methodist  Men  Serve  Dinner 
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TANYA  MEETS  MR.  WHISKERS 

By  Margaret  Mitchell 


ANYA  was  excited!  She  walk¬ 
ed  very,  carefully  along  the 
narrow  forest  trail.  The  fur¬ 
ry  brown  animal  in  her  arms 
could  not  be  jostled.  Soon  she  was 
standing  before  her  mother  and 
proudly  displaying  her  find. 

“Look,  Mother.  I  found  him  all 
alone.  He  is  so  tiny  and  helpless. 
May  I  keep  him  for  a  pet?  I  named 
him  Mr.  Whiskers.” 

Mother  looked  down  at  the  tiny 
rabbit  nestled  in  Tanya’s  outstretch¬ 
ed  hands.  Her  face  softened. 

“Tanya,  he  is  so  small  he  really 
needs  his  mother.  We  wouldn’t  be 
able  to  feed  and  take  care  of  him 
properly,”  she  explained  gently. 

Tanya’s  face  fell.  How  she  want¬ 
ed  the  soft,  furry  baby  to  pet  and 
cuddle  close  in  her  arms! 

Her  mother  continued,  “We’ll  put 
him  in  a  warm  box  until  Daddy 
comes  home.  He  will  know  what  to 
do  with  the  little  fellow.  If  he  thinks 
it  all  right  to  keep  Mr.  Whiskers, 
your  bunny  will  have  a  new  home.” 

Tanya  suddenly  brightened.  May¬ 
be  Daddy  would  let  her  keep  the 
bunny.  She  remembered  a  shoebox 
her  new  red  pumps  had  come  in. 
Quickly  she  ran  to  the  closet  and 
found  the  box.  In  a  few  minutes 
Mr.  Whiskers  lay  snuggled  among 
several  layers  of  soft  cotton  in 
Tanya’s  shoebox. 

“Mother,  he  looks  hungry.  Isn’t 
there  anyway  we  can  feed  him?” 
Tanya  gazed  at  the  sleeping  rabbit. 
How  could  she  ever  feed  such  a  tiny 
baby? 

Mother  smiled.  “I  think  I  know  a 
way.  Maybe  we  can  heat  some  milk 
on  the  stove  and  feed  Mr.  Whiskers 
with  an  eye  dropper.  We’ll  use  the 
eye  dropper  in  place  of  a  bottle.” 

Several  minutes  later  Tanya  was 
bent  busily  over  the  box  trying  to 
feed  the  wild  baby. 

“Just  squeeze  a  little  milk  into 
his  mouth  at  a  time.  We  don’t  want 
him  to  choke,”  Mother  cautioned. 

Mr.  Whiskers’  black  nose  began 
to  wiggle  at  the  smell  of  warm  milk. 
Gently  Tanya  thrust  the  tip  of  the 
dropper  into  his  mouth.  Startled 
by  the  strange  object  in  his  mouth, 
the  rabbit  jerked  awa£.  Tanya  tried 
again. 

“Just  wait  until  he  tastes  the 
milk,”  Mother  instructed.  And  soon 
Mr.  WThiskers  was  happily  drinking 
the  milk. 

Several  hours  later  Daddy  came 
home  from  work.  He  only  scratched 
his  head  and  frowned  when  he  saw 
the  rabbit. 

“We’ll  have  to  take  him  right 
back  to  his  mother,  Tanya,  so  she 
can  feed  him  right.” 

All  Tanya’s  hope  disappeared. 
“But  Daddy,  I  can  feed  him.  He 
liked  the  warm  milk  I  gave  him,” 
Tanya  protested.  She  struggled  to 
keep  the  tears  from  rolling  down 
her  cheeks.  Now  she  had  lost  the 
only  pet  she  had  ever  wanted. 

“Well,  Mother  and  I  will  have  to 
think  it  over,”  Daddy  said  and 
walked  over  to  Mother.  Tanya 
watched  them  as  they  spoke  togeth¬ 


er  for  several  minutes.  Then  Mother 
called  to  Tanya. 

“Tanya,  you  know  the  bunny  is  a 
very  tiny  baby.  But  perhaps  we 
can  feed  him  and  take  care  of  him. 
He  really  needs  a  mother.  So  Daddy 
and  I  have  decided  that  maybe  you 
can  be  the  rabbit’s  mother.” 

“But,  Tanya,”  Daddy  began,  “Al¬ 
ways  remember  that  Mr.  Whiskers 
is  wild  and  when  he  grows  up  he 
will  want  to  go  back  to  the  woods. 
Until  that  time  he  needs  love  and 
care,  and  we  know  you  will  look 
after  him  carefully.” 

Tanya’s  eyes  shone.  Mr.  Whiskers 
was  hers.  She  threw  her  arms  a- 
round  her  mother  and  father  and 
hugged  them.— The  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate 


A  CHILD’S  PRAYER 

Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep 
I  pray  thee,  Lord  the  souls  to  keep 
Of  other  children,  far  away, 

Who  have  no  homes  in  which  to  stay 
Nor  know  where  is  their  daily  bread 
Nor  where  at  night  to  lay  their  head, 
But  wander  through  a  broken  land 


THE  SMALLEST  SHEEP 

The  smallest  sheep  in  the  world  is 
the  tiny  Breton  sheep.  It  is  too  small 
to  be  profitable  to  raise,  for  it  can¬ 
not  have  much  wool,  and  as  for  eat¬ 
ing,  why  a  hungry  man  could  eat  al¬ 
most  a  whole  sheep  at  a  single  meal. 
It  takes  its  name  from  the  part  of 
France  where  it  is  most  raised.  It 
is  the  dearest  little  pet  imaginable. 
It  is  very  gentle,  and  because  it  is 
so  tiny  it  is  not  such  a  nuisance  a- 
bout  the  house  as  the  famous  lamb 
which  belonged  to  the  little  girl 
named  Mary. 

Any  little  girl  could  find  room  in 
her  lap  for  a  Breton  sheep.  One  of 
its  peculiarities  is 'its  extreme  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  feelings  of  its  human 
friends  when  it  has  been  brought  up 
in  the  house  as  a  pet.  If  its  master 
or  mistress  is  pleased  about  any¬ 
thing  the  little  sheep  will  frisk  a- 
bout  with  every  sign  of  joy.  On  the 
contrary,  if  tears  are  being  shed  the 
sympathetic  sheep  will  utter  the 
most  pitiful  “Ba-a,”  you  ever  heard. 
— Young  People’s  Paper 


Alone  and  helpless — 

Take  their  hand! 

— A  German  Prayer 


WHICH  LOVED  BEST? 

“I  love  you,  Mother,”  said  little  John 

Then  forgetting  his  work,  his  cap 
went  on, 

And  he  was  off  to  the  garden  swing, 

Leaving  his  mother  the  wood  to 
bring. 

“I  love  you,  Mother,”  said  little  Nell , 

“I  love  you  better  than  tongue  can 
tell” 

Then  she  teased  and  pouted  half  the 
day, 

Til  mother  rejoiced  when  she  went 
to  play. 

“I  love  you,  Mother,”  said  little  Fan, 

“Today  I’ll  help  you  all  I  can.” 

To  th'e  cradle  then  she  did  softly 
creep, 

And  rocked  the  baby  till  it  fell 
asleep. 

Then  stepping  softly,  she  took  the 
broom, 

And  swept  the  floor  and  dusted  the 
room;  «. 

Busy  and  happy  all  day  was  she, 

Helpful  and  cheerful  as  child  could 
be. 

“I  love  you,  Mother,”  again  they 
said — 

Three  little  children,  going  to  bed. 

How  do  you  think  that  mother 
guessed 

Which  of  them  really  loved  her  best? 

— Joy  Allison,  in  Exchange 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


The  bachelor  friend  had  been  in¬ 
vited  to  inspect  the  new  baby  at  the 
home  of  a  neighbor.  Manlike  he 
said:  “Well,  well,  but  he’s  a  fine 
little  fellow,  isn’t  she?  How-  old  is 
it  now!  Do  her  teeth  bother  him 
much?  I  hope  he  gets  through  its 
second  summer  all  right.  She  looks 
like  you,  doesn’t  he?  Every  one  says 
it  does.”  And  then  he  went  home  in 
a  hurry. 

*  *  * 

“So  your  son’s  in  college,  eh? 
Burning  the  midnight  oil,  I  s’pose.” 

“Well — er — yes;  but  I’ve  an  idea — 
er — that  it’s  gasoline.” 

*  *  * 

Tourist:  “Did  you  see  a  pedestrian 
pass  by  here?” 

■  Native:  “Hope.  Been  sittin’  here 
all  day.  Ain’t  nothin’  passed  but 
one  man,  and  he  was  a-walkin’.” 

*  *  * 

A  young  man  called  one  evening 
on  a  rich  old  farmer  to  learn  the 
farmer’s  story  of  howvto  become 
rich. 

“It’s  a  long  story,”  said  the  old 
man,  “and  while  I’m  telling  it,  we 
might  as  well  save  the  candle.”  And 
he  blew  it  out. 

“You  needn’t  go  on,”  said  the 

youth.  “I  understand.” 

*  *  * 

“Did  you  hear  that  there  was  a 
man-eating  shark  discovered  in  the 
harbor,  yesterday?”  breathlessly 
asked  the  summer  girl. 

“Well,  there’s  one  good  thing  a-/ 
bout  it,  he’ll  die  of  starvation,”  said 
the  second  summer  girl. 


GETTING  READY  FOR 
COMPANY 

I’m  having  company  today, 


Lunch  will  be  at  one. 

I’m  starting  early  fixing  things 
So  they  will  all  be  done. 

I’ll  make  some  tiny  biscuit 
And  perhaps  I’ll  make  a  cake, 
I’ll  hurry  up  and  finish  it 
And  set  it  in  to  bake. 

I’ll  think  of  other  things  to  cook 
Of  one  kind  and  another, 

But  I  suspect  I’ll  finally 
Leave  it  all  to  Mother. 

— A.E.W. 


Psge  Ten 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCI  ETY  OF  CH  RISTI  AN  SE  RVICE  • 

ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  AREA 


Camden  — 

Camden  District  Woman’s  Socie¬ 
ty  of  Christian  Service  met  at 
Vantrease  Church,  El  Dorado  on 
April  17  with  twenty  five  churches 
represented  by  200  delegates.  Re¬ 
ports  were  given  by  each  district 
officer,  and  Mrs.  Walker  Birch, 
president,  expressed  appreciation  of 
the  work  done  by  each  officer  and 
each  member  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild.  Mrs.  R.  H.  Cole  spoke  on  the 
goal  “Widening  Fellowship.” 

Dr.  Neill  Hart,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  spoke  of  his  appreciation 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  Woman’s  Society. 

Rev.  C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Magnolia, 
and  missionary  secretary  for  the 
Little  Rock  Conference,  br  o  u  g  h  t 
the  inspirational  message  on  “Chal¬ 
lenge  for  Evangelism  at  Home.” 

Mrs.  Neill  Hart  installed  the  of¬ 
ficers  for  the  year,  and  she  reported 
that  for  the  first  time  in  district 
history  all  officers  had  accepted 
renominations  for  another  year. 

Lunch  was  served  in  Fellowship 
Hall  by  members  of  the  local  so¬ 
ciety. 


Little  Rock  ~ 

The  Little  Rock  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  held 
its  Annual  Meeting  on  April  27  at 
Highland  Methodist  Church  with 
Mrs.  Joe  Simpson,  president,  pre¬ 
siding.  Twenty  eight  societies  were 
represented  by  180  people.  Rev.  H. 
0.  Bolin,  host  pastor,  gave  the 
opening  devotional  on  the  theme 
for  the  day,  “The  Fruits  of  Disciple- 
ship.”  Mrs.  Milton  Young,  organist, 
accompanied  Mrs.  E.  E.  Mylntyre 
as  she  sang,  “I  Walked  Today 


Where  Jesus  Walked.” 

District  Officers  made  their  re¬ 
ports  as  groups  under  the  topics: 
Wise  Planting,  Nurture,  Cultivation 
and  Sharing. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson,  Conference 
President,  installed  the  following 
officers;  President,  Mrs.  Don  Cam¬ 
eron;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Don  Mc- 
Corkle;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
A.  G.  Williams;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
James  Thomas;  Secetaries  of  lines 
of  work:  Promotion,  Mrs.  James  H. 
Rice,  Sr.;  Missionary  Education, 
Mrs.  Guy  Cazort;  Christian  Social 
Relations  and  Local  Church  Activ¬ 
ities,  Mrs.  C.  K.  Wilkerson;  Spirit¬ 
ual  Life,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Davenport; 
Youth,  Mrs.  Ralph  Clayton;  Chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  J.  C.  English;  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel,  Mrs.  Fred  Arnold; 
Status  of  Women,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Do- 
rough;  Supply,  Mrs.  Gail  Kinsey; 
Student,  Mrs.  Barton  Lee;  Litera¬ 
ture  and  Publications,  Mrs.  Ray¬ 
mond  Pelton;  Research,  Mrs.  Fred 
Burnett;  and  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  Mrs.  M.  O.  Bettis.  Mrs.  Pel- 
ton  presided  over  the  luncheon 
which  recognized  the  100%  sub¬ 
scription  societies.  Mrs.  Charles 
Ramsey  modeled. 

Following  lunch  served  by  the 
hostess  society,  a  youth  panel  told 
of  the  Missionary  Tour  to  Louisi¬ 
ana;  they  were:  Jerrine  Jones,  Ed- 
wina  Keith,  Bill  Hedges  and  Paul 
Meyer.  Mrs.  S.  C.  Johnson  gave  the 
summation  to  their  report. 

The  quadrennial  Theme  “That 
the  Kingdom  May  Be  Realized”  was 
lifted  up  in  the  local  president’s  re¬ 
ports,  and  each  goal  was  depicted 
in  brief  living  pictures.  Mrs.  George 
Meyer,  conference  secretary  of 
Christian  Social  Relations,  used  the 
last  theme  goal  on  Christian  Dis- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

A  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  has 
been  organized  in  tha  Grace  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  A  reception  Tea  was 
given  Sunday,  April  15,  for  all 
employed  ladies  of  the  church  in¬ 
terested  in  such  an  organization, 
and  fifteen  people  joined.  The  of¬ 
ficers  elected  are:  Mrs.  Earl  Nu¬ 
gent,  President;  Mrs.  O  n  a  Mae 
Blondin,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Fairy 
McBride,  Recording  Secretary;  Mrs. 
Harry  Napper,  Secretary  of  Pro¬ 
motion;  Mrs.  Mavis  De  F  r  e  e  s  e, 
Treasurer. 

The  Little  Rock  District  Wesley¬ 
an  Service  Guild  will  meet  May 
25  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  at  6:30  for  a  dinner 
meeting.  Mrs.  Hazel  Dabney,  new 
conference  secretary,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker. 

The  Monthly  Prayer  Service  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  St.  Bernard  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Chalmette,  was  held 
May  2  at  9:30  a.  m.  in  the  main 
sanctuary  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  Robert  Barr  chose  as  her 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Officers  training  day,  May  17, 
1956,  First  Methodist  Church  Alex¬ 
andria,  Louisiana.  All  Conference 
and  District  officers  will  attend. 


theme  POWER  OF  PRAYER. 

This  is  the  last  Prayer  Service 
of  this  Church  Year,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mrs.  John  Weese,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Spiritual  Life. 

The  Pledge  and  Installation  Serv¬ 
ice  for  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  St.  Bernard 
Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  was 
Tuesday,  May  1,  at  7:30  p.  m.  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  Church. 

The  officers  installed  for  the 
coming  year,  are  as  follows:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Carl  Geiger;  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  James  Steger;  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  John  Durham;  Pro¬ 
motion  Secretary,  Mrs.  Dewey  Dog- 
gette;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Bass. 

Mrs.  Walter  G.  Doss, 

Chairman  Public 
Relations 

St.  Bernard  Methodist 
Church,  Chalmette 


District  Meetings 


Reading  from  left  to  right:  Mrs.  J.  T.  McQuade,  El  Dorado  First 
Church,  Spiritual  Life;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Curtis,  Camden,  Literature  and  Publica¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  Albert  Spooner,  El  Dorado,  Recording  Secretary;  Mrs.  Walter 
Birch,  Camden,  President;  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  Parkers  Chapel-Pleasant 
Grove,  Missionary  Education;  Mrs.  O.  Z.  Couch,  Magnolia,  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
John  G.  Richey,  El  Dorado,  Youth  Work.  Back  row:  Mrs.  Neill  Hart,  In¬ 
stalling  Officer;  Mrs.  Howard  Elder,  El  Dorado,  Christian  Social  Relations 
and  Local  Church  Activities;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Hale,  Camden,  Vice  President;  Mrs. 
W.  P.  Lutrell,  Camden,  Children’s  Work;  Mrs.  D.  O.  Wilson,  Camden,  Supply 
Work;  Mrs.  Jesse  McKinnon,  Parkers  Chapel,  promotion;  Mrs.  Allen 
Fincher,  Waldo,  Status  of  Women;  Mrs.  Ed  Glaze,  Camden,  Past  President. 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Secretary,  Mrs.  Gordon  Morgan  unable  to  be  pres¬ 
ent. 


Taylor  Endowment  Fund  Report  Published 


Since  so  few  people  have  access 
to  the  Journal  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  Woman’s  Society  Of 
Christian  Service  and  since  I  feel 
that  every  Methodist  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference,  men  and  women, 
should  be  interested  in  the  Taylor 
Endowment  Fund,  I  am  asking  for 
space  in  the  Arkansas  Methodist  to 
make  this  my  final  report. 

The  fqtmder  of  the  Taylor  En¬ 
dowment  Fund,  Rev.  John  F.  Tay¬ 
lor  or  better  known  to  us  as  “Bro. 
Jack”  Taylor  passed  away  Oct.  5th, 
1945.  There  are  many  in  our  con¬ 
ference  who  did  not  know  Bro. 
Taylor  and  many  who  do  not  know 
of  him.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
serving  as  treasurer  and  custodian 
of  this  fund  for  the  past  thirteen 
years  and  in  that  way  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  learn  something  of 
his  deep  spiritual  life  and  of  the 
great  sacrifice  he  and  his  wife 
made  to  make  this  fund  possible. 

A  few  months  before  he  passed 
away  he  came  to  Stephens  and 
spent  a  day  and  night  in  our  home. 
We  were  very  conscious  that  we 
were  entertaining  the  greatest  saint 
we  had  ever  had  in  our  home.  While 
he  was  there  he  talked  about  the 
“Endowment  Fund.”  It  was  then 
that  he  told  me  that  he  wanted  the 
name  changed  after  his  death, 
which  we  "did  in  1946.  He  also  dis¬ 
cussed  the  type  of  person  he  would 
like  to  be  the  recipient  of  this 
fund.  This,  we  cannot  always  be 
sure  of,  but  I  feel  that  the  girls  who 
have  received  a  supplement  from 
this  fund  would  have  met  with 
Bro.  Taylor’s  approval. 

There  were  many  things  that  he 
said  while  there  that  made  me  real¬ 
ize  the  sacredness  of  this  fund  and 
that  it  is  truly  a  self-denial  fund, 
but  I  will  relate  only  this  one  in¬ 
stance:  The  morning  before  he 
left,  he  counted  the  little  change 
he  had  in  his  pocket,  (he  had 
spoken  to  the  white  and  colored 
schools  and  they  had  given  him 
an  offering)  and  took  out  only 


enough  for  his  expense  to  Brinkley 
where  he  was  to  speak  the  next 
day.  He  said  he  knew  where  he 
could  get  a  room  for  fifty  cents. 
He  gave  the  rest  to  me  for  the  En¬ 
dowment  Fund.  I  insisted  that  he 
keep  more.  Then  he  told  me  that 
he  had  a  milk  bottle  in  his  suit 
case  and  if  I  would  fill  it  with  milk 
and  give  him  some  corn  bread  muf¬ 
fins  he  would  not  have  to  spend 
anything  for  food.  Of  course  I  gave 
him  a  lunch.  I  tried  to  tell  him  how 
important  it  was  for  him  to  have 
a  balanced  diet;  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  had  made  such  a  sacrifice 
all  of  their  lives  and  now  since 
they  were  getting  old  that  he 
should  not  put  everything  into  that 
fund  but  should  use  more  for  their 
comfort  and  actual  necessities.  I 
especially  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  balanced  diet,  but  he  said, 
“No  daughter,  everybody  eats  too 
much  •  and  the  Lord  will  take  care 
of  us.” 

It  was  Bro.  Taylor’s  request  that 
we  use  some  of  the  income  from 
this  fund  for  Mrs.  Taylor’s  care,  if 
he  passed  away  first.  For  her  care 
and  hospital  expense,  we  sp  e  n  t 
$2,368.15. 

Bro.  Taylor  realized  that  his 
dream  for  the  two  endowments,  one 
for  Home  work  and  one  for  For¬ 
eign  work  could  not  be  realized  dur¬ 
ing  his  life,  so  he  agreed  for  us  to 
combine  the  two  funds  and  use  it 
for  either  Home  or  Foreign  work. 
We  had  plans  to  do  this  and  had 
hoped  that  he  might  see  a  worker 
on  the  field  before  he  passed  away. 
This  plan  failed  because  of  the 
scarify  of  workers. 

In  1946  a  Rural  Worker  was  ob¬ 
tained  for  what  was  at  that  time  the 
Prescott  District  and  her  salary 
was  supplemented  from  the  income 
from  this  fund.  Total  used  for  that 
project  was  $1350.00.  Then  in  1951 
the  Conference  Executive  C  o  m- 
mittee  voted  to  use  the  income  as  a 
supplement  for  Miss  Margaret  Mar- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


MAY  10,  1956 


Page  Eleven 


ARK 


NEWS 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Christian  Education 


\ 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


TAKE  THEM  TO  CHURCH  SCHOOL! 


“Too  many  children  are  just  left 
in  Sunday  school  by  their  parents, 
and  thus  get  the  idea  that  Christian¬ 
ity  is  ‘kid  stuff’  and  may  later  be 
discarded,”  says  the  Rev.  C.  William 
Sydnor,  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  a  re¬ 
ligious  education  leader  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  “The 
parent  is  the  primary  Christian  edu¬ 
cator.  Home  is  where  children  do 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

Ira  A.  Brumley 

Dr.  Hicks  In  Young  Adult  Confer¬ 
ence 

Dr.  John  H.  Hicks  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  has  been  se¬ 
cured  to  give  a  series  of  Bible  mes¬ 
sages  in  the  Young  Adult  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  be  held  on  the  Hendrix 
College  Campus,  for  the  young 
adults  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference,  June  9  and  10. 

The  Conference  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Harold  Davidson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Young  Adult  Council  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 

The  program  will  begin  with  a 
period  of  fellowship  and  recreation 
at  3:00  p.  m.,  June  9.  This  program 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
William  P.  Connell. 

Dr.  Hicks  will  bring  his  first 
message  at  4:00  p.m.  He  will  give 
three  other  addresses,  as  follows: 
Saturday  evening,  Sunday  morning, 
and  Sunday  afternoon.  His  mes¬ 
sages  are  to  be  on  the  Psalms. 

The  program  will  be  concluded 
by  4:00  p.  m.,  June  10. 

The  Young  Adult  Fellowship  of 
North  Little  Rock  expects  to  send 
30  to  40  people  to  this  program.  We 
hope  that  other  sections  will  send 
fine  delegations. 

We  are  not  requesting  a  pre¬ 
registration  fee,  but  it  is  necessary 
for  groups  to  notify  us  as  to  the 
number  planning  to  attend  in  order 
to  arrange  for  housing  and  meals. 
These  persons  are  to  be  housed  and 
fed  on  the  Hendrix  College  Cam¬ 
pus. 

All  who  attend  are  to  provide 
their  own  sheets,  towels,  pillow, 
and  pillow  case.  Be  sure  to  bring 
your  Bible. 

This  promises  to  be  a  good  or 
better  than  any  Young  Adult  Con- 


most  of  their  living  and  learning. 
Home  relationships  are  continued  in 
church  as,  parents  and  children  wor¬ 
ship  together.  Then,  in  church 
school,  with  those  their  own  age, 
children  learn  how  to  face  up  to 
life’s  problems  and  what  the  Chris¬ 
tian  has  to  say  about  them.  Our 
job  is  to  make  living  Christians,  not 
theologians,  out  of  people.” 


ference  held  thus  far  in  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference.  Plan  now  to 
have  your  church  represented. 


The  following  new  certifications 
have  been  received  in  our  office.  , 
Rev.  J.  William  Watson  has  been 
certified  for  two  courses:  Christian 
Mission  in  a  Revolutionary  World 
and  The  Meaning  of  Methodism. 

Rev.  H.  L.  Robison  has  been  cer¬ 
tified  for  The  Meaning  of  Metho¬ 
dism. 


We  have  had  a  total  of  47  certifi¬ 
cations  on  the  course  on  The  Chris- 
t  i  a  n  Mission  in  a  Revolutionary 
World.  We  have  also  had  10  certi¬ 
fications  on  The  Meaning  of 
Methodism.  Thee  have  been  many 
certifications  on  other  courses. 

Conference  Youth  Assembly 

It  is  less  than  one  month  until 
time  for  the  Conference  Youth  As¬ 
sembly. 

After  May  15th,  the  Assembly 
will  be  open  to  any  young  person, 
ages  16-23,  who  desires  to  attend. 
The  space  is  being  held  for  sub¬ 
district  officers,  presidents  of  local 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  groups 
and  adult  workers  with  youth,  un¬ 
til  May  15. 

Persons  interested  in  attending 
should  write  our  office  for  enroll¬ 
ment  cards.  There  will  be  a  $2.00 
pre-registration  fee  to  be  sent  in 
with  the  enrollment  card. 

Programs  are  being  printed 
which  give  the  outline  of  activities 
for  the  five-day  period,  June  5-9. 
Persons  desiring  a  copy  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  should  write  Board  of  'Edu¬ 
cation,  Hendrix  Station,  Conway. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  number  of  local 
churches  will  plan  to  send  adult 
workers,  who  work  with  youth,  as 
the  future  of  youth  work  in  a  local 
church  depends  upon  the  kind  of 
leadership  the  church  provides  in 


Banquet  For  Church 
School  Workers 

By  Mrs.  Herman  Hope 

Good  food,  lovely  table  settings, 
wonderful  fellowship  and  a  guest 
speaker  who  is  truly  a  consecrated 
worker  for  Christ,  combined  to 
make  the  Annual  Appreciation  Ban¬ 
quet  for  workers  in  the  Church 
School  of  Cedar  Grove  Methodist 
Church  a  memorable  occasion. 

The  banquet  was  held  April  19th 
in  Fellowship  Hall  and  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  large  group  of  workers  and 
their  guests. 

Master  of  Ceremonies  was  Paul 
Odum,  Church  School  Superinten¬ 
dent,  who  introduced  Dr.  B.  C. 
Taylor,  district  superintendent,  for 
the  invocation.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
Roy  Mouser,  explained  the  purpose 
of  the  banquet  and  expressed  his 
appreciation  to  the  workers  for 
their  service  during  the  past  year. 
Mr.  Odum  then  introduced  the  De¬ 
partment  Superintendents,  who,  in 
turn,  presented  their  teachers. 

The  highspot  of  the  evening  fol¬ 
lowed  the  introduction  made  by  E* 
C.  Harris  of  Mrs.  Howard  Grimes  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  who  was  guest  speak¬ 
er.  Mrs.  Grimes,  who  referred  to 
herself  as  “just  a  housewife,”  soon 
convinced  her  listeners  that  she  was 
one  of  the  most  sincere,  most  easily 
understood,  and  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
spiring  speakers  they  have  ever 
heard.  Her  message,  “The  Encoun¬ 
ter,”  was  a  challenge  to  all  teachers 
as  it  made  them  realize  that  from 
Beginners  classes  through  adults 
they  were  adding  their  share  to  the 
time  when  individuals  encounter 
the  fact  that  all  they  have  heard 
or  have  been  taught  about-God,  re¬ 
demption,  or  any  phase  of  Christian 
beliefs  applies  to  them. 

The  food  was  prepared  by  Mrs. 
P.  B.  Wall,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Davis,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Kincaid,  and  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Roberts.  The  tables  were  served  by 
M.Y.F.  members,  Pat  Morgan,  Shiela 
Smart,  Pat  Pickett,  Hedy  Mullican, 
Nelda  Turnley,  Annette  Hooker,  and 
Wanda  Rose.  Mrs.  Paul  Waddell  ar¬ 
ranged  the  lovely  table  decorations. 


its  adult  leadership  with  youth. 


Leadership  School 

The  Leadership  School,  which 
includes  laboratory  school  for 
workers  with  children  and  for  chil¬ 
dren,  workshop  for  Intermediate 
leaders  and  Intermediates,  general 
courses  for  church  school  workers, 
and  institute  of  Church  Music,  is 
to  be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  July 
16-27. 

The  Laboratory  program  and 
workshop  program  will  extend 
throughout  the  entire  period. 

There  are  general  courses  on  one- 
week  basis.  The  school  of  music  is 
July  23-27. 

While  the  Leadership  School  is 
primarily  for  sub-district,  district, 
and  conference  workers,  except  for 
the  school  of  music,  yet  a  limited 
number  of  local  church  workers, 
especially  pastors  will  be  provided 
for  in  the  Leadership  School. 

Persons  interested  in  attending 
the  Leadership  School  should  write 
our  office  for  the  folder  on  the 
Leadership  School,  which  carries 


Church  School 
Workers7  Appreciation 
Night 

About  50  officers,  teachers  and 
workers  of  the  Sunday  School  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  La¬ 
fayette  met  in  the  social  hall  of  the 
church  on  Tuesday,  April  24,  for 
Appreciation  Night,  according  to 
reports. 

Rev.  Ira  Robinson  led  the  invo¬ 
cation.  Mrs.  Gwen  de  Valcourt,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Watkins, 
led  in  group  singing.  Superintendent 
Merritt  Beadle,  acting  as  master  of 
ceremonies,  expressed  appreciation 
to  all  workers  for  their  faithfulness. 
He  pointed  out  the  responsibility 
that  adults  have  to  mold  the 
character  of  the  children  and  the 
short  60  minutes  a  week  in  which 
to  do  it.  He  listed  seven  secrets  of 
success  for  life  as  follows: 

1.  That  a  man  have  his  right  work 
and  be  going  toward  the  right  goal 
for  spiritual  rather  than  material 
ends. 

2.  That  he  be  diligent  and  faithful. 

3.  That  he  be  teachable,  eager  to 
learn  from  his  Master. 

4.  That  he  co-operate  with  his 
Master’s  other  servants  and  not  in¬ 
duce  unfriendly  rivalry. 

5.  That  he  exhibit  courage  and 
have  faith  in  the  ultimate  successful 
outcome. 

6.  That  he  be  ready  to  sacrifice 
himself  for  the  cause. 

7.  That  he  depend  on  God’s  help, 
rather  than  on  human  wisdom  and 
resources  to  attain  success. 

He  closed  by  reminding  the  group 
that  “Bread  cast  in  my  name  upon 
the  waters  shall  not  return  unto  me 
void.”  ^ 

The  group  viewed  the  film,  “As 
the  Twig  is  Bent,”  after  which  Rev. 
Fred  Flurry  pronounced  the  bene¬ 
diction. 


EVER  READY  CLASS 
AT  LAKE  VIEW 
CHURCH  RE-ORGANIZED 

The  Ever  Ready  Sunday  School 
Class  of  the  Lake  View  Methodist 
Church,  Lester  Community,  Lake 
View  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
City,  was  re-organized  with  a  sup¬ 
per  on  April  30  at  the  church. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Boone,  teacher .  and 
hostess,  opened  the  meeting  and 
acted  as  chairman  for  the  election 
of  the  following  officers:  President, 
Mrs.  O.  R.  McGaughey,  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Joe  Morgan;  secretary- 
treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Woods;  re¬ 
porter,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hood. 

The  class  will  meet  once  a  month 
for  potluck  supper. 

It  was  decided  to  meet  and  paint 
the  kitchen  as  a  project  for  the 
class.  They  will  also  have  a  kitchen 
shower  to  help  furnish  cooking 
^utensils,  etc.,  for  the  kitchen,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hood,  report¬ 
er  for  the  class.  A  collection  was 
taken  to  buy  floor  covering  for  the 
kitchen. 

Guests  for  the  evening  were  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Leon  Wilson  and  daughter. 


the  application  form.  Our  confer¬ 
ence  has  provision  made  for  enrol¬ 
ling  at  least  35  persons  in  the 
Leadership  School.  You  should  reg¬ 
ister  early. 
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Cedar  Grove,  Shreveport,  Emphasizes  Stewardship  Enlistment 


By  LUTHER  A.  WEI GLE 
Chairman  Standard  Bible  Committee, 
National  Council,  The  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  United  States  ot  America 

No.  17 


“DO  NOT  KNOW”  OR 
“CANNOT  TELL” 

The  King  James  Version  of  the 
New  Testament  translates  the  Greek 
verb  oida  by  the  English  verb 
“know”  280  times.  But  there  is  a 
little  group  of  exceptions  to  this 
general  practice.  Nine  times  it  trans¬ 
lates  oida,  accompanied  with  a  nega¬ 
tive,  by  “cannot  tell.” 

Three  of  these  passages  are  Mat¬ 
thew  21:27  —  Mark  11:33  —  Luke 
20:7,  the  answer  of  the  Pharisees  to 
Jesus’  question  concerning  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  John.  Three  are  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  John,  3:8  addressed  to 
Nicodemus;  8:14,  addressed  to  the 
Pharisees;  16:18,  the  puzzled  com¬ 
ment  of  the  disciples,  “We  cannot 
tell  what  he  saith.”  Three  are  in 
2  Corinthians  12:2-3,  Paul’s  state¬ 
ment  concerning  his  visions  and 
revelations. 

These  nine  cases  of  “cannot  tell” 
come  from  the  translation  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Tyndale,  and  appear  also  in 
Coverdale,  Thomas  Matthew,  the 
Great  Bible,  the  Geneva  Bible,  and 
the  Bishops’  Bible.  They  are  ex¬ 
amples  of  Tyndale’s  lively  and  oc¬ 
casionally  wayward  style.  He  uses 
the  expression  elsewhere  —  three 
times  in  the  account  of  the  man 
born  blind  (John  9:21,  25),  who 
answers:  “Whether  he  be  a  sinner 
or  no,  I  cannot  tell;  one  thing  I  am 
sure  of,  that  I  was  blind,  and  now 
I  see.”  Tyndale’s  version  of  Mary 
Magdalene’s  excited  word  to  Peter 
and  John  is  (John  20:2):  “They  have 
taken  away  the  Lord  out  of  the 
tomb,  and  we  cannot  tell  where  they 
have  laid  him.”  In  1  John  2:11  Tyn¬ 
dale  had  “cannot  tell  whither  he 
goeth.” 

Thus  out  of  fourteen  cases  where 
Tyndale  and  the  other  sixteenth- 
century  translators  from  the  Greek 
used  “cannot  tell”  for  “do  not 
know,”  the  King  James  translators 
kept  nine,  and  rejected  five. 

Modern  translators,  beginning 
with  the  English  Prevised  Version  of 
1881,  have  rejected  “cannot  tell”  in 
all  these  cases  (except  that  J.  B. 
Phillips  uses  “I  couldn’t  tell”  in 
John  9:25).  The  reason  is  not  so 
much  that  the  expression  is  wrong, 
as  that  it  is  inaccurate  and  ambig¬ 
uous.  “Do  not  know”  is  a  clear  and 
accurate  translation. 


Pictured  above,  indicating  interest  in  an  outdoor 
poster  promoting  the  current  Stewardship  Enlistment 
Program  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  are  members  of  the  Steering  Committee. 

Left  to  right:  W.  P.  Roberts,  Chairman,'  Special 
Solicitation;  Kenneth  Rigby,  General  Chairman;  Mrs. 
C.  E.  McGowan,  Chairman  of  the  Women’s  Division;  E. 
C.  Harris,  Educational  Chairman;  Frank  Smart,  Chair¬ 


man  of  Solicitation;  Roy  Mouser,  Pastor;  and  F.  N. 
Pavey,  Jr.,  Equipment  Chairman. 

Pledges  to  support  the  proposed  budget  of  $65,000 
for  the  year  beginning  June  1  will  be  received  and  dedi¬ 
cated  May  13  at  both  services  of  worship.  Follow-up 
solicitation  of  those  who  were  not  present  to  pledge 
will  be  conducted  May  14-27. 

Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Dinner  Honoring 
Mr.  Nichols 

A  laymen’s  dinner  honoring  Ray 
H.  Nichols,  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Lay  Activities  was  given 
Thursday  night,  May  3,  at  the  Curtis 
Hotel  in  Minneapolis. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  presented  with  a 
wrist  watch  as  a  token  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  fine  leadership  he  has 
given  to  lay  work  in  The  Methodist 
Church.  This  dinner  was  sponsored 
by  the  Conference  Lay  Leaders  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Robert  P.  Lay,  Lay  Leader  of  the 
Louisiana  Confeernce  was  chairman 
of  the  banquet.  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis, 
president  of  Hendrix  College,  pre¬ 
sented  the  watch  which  had  the 
following  inscription  on  back,  “To 
Ray  H.  Nichols  with  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  his  splendid  leadership.  Pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Conference  Lay  Lead¬ 
ers  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.” 

Dr.  Ellis  also  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  Clint  Hawkins,  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leader  of  the  St.  Louis 


Methodists  Set  Goal 
Of  Three  Million 
New  Members 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  The 
Methodist  Church  must  win  3,000,- 
000  persons  in  the  next  four  years 
“if  we  are  to  even  hold  our  own  in 
the  changing  social  situation,”  the 
denomination’s  General  Conference 
was  told  here. 

The  membership  challenge  was 
issued  by  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Evangelism,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  its 
quadrennial  report  to  the  confer¬ 
ence. 

Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  is  president  of  the 
evangelism  board,  and  Dr.  Harry 
Denman,  Nashville,  is  executive 
secretary. 

“To  merely  keep  pace  with  the 
nation’s  expanding  population  we 
must  add  600,000  members  in  1957, 
700,000  in  1958,  800,000  in  1959,  and 
900,000  in  1960,”  Dr.  Denman  said 
in  the  report. 

— ■ >  — - 

Conference,  was  the  principal  speak¬ 
er. 


DeQuincey  Methodist  Men  Chartered 


Claudius  Mayo,  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader,  was  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  charter  night  banquet 
of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  De¬ 
Quincey  Methodist  Church  o  n 
Thursday  evening,  April  19.  Mr. 
Mayo  also  presented  the  charter  to 
Kenneth  Snider,  president  of  the 
new  organization,  and  installed  the 
following  officers:  Kenneth  Snider, 
president;  Ralph  Mitchell,  vice- 
president;  R.  E.  Smith,  secretary, 
and  J.  H.  Boatman,  program  chair¬ 
man. 

A  musical  program  was  given  by 
a  vocal  quartet  composed  of  Misses 
Dannie  McFatter,  Elizabeth  Watts, 
Joyce  Lynn  Northcott  and  Mary 
Agnes  LeBlanc.  They  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Edgar  Perkins  at  the 
piano. 

Thirty  men  signed  the  charter. 

Members,  their  wives  and  guests 
numbered  63. 


Methodists  Told  Of 
Church  Building  Needs 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
Methodists  have  spent  almost  350 
million  dollars  on  building  improve¬ 
ments  and  debt  reduction  in  the 
last  four  years,  but  they  must  ex¬ 
pect  to  spend  at  least  that  much 
and  to  build  1,500  new  churches  be¬ 
tween  1956  and  1960,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Conference  was  told 
here. 

Dr.  W.  Vernon  Middleton,  New 
York,  executive  secretary  for  home 
missions  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  gave  the  figure  during  a 
program  noting  the  centennial  of 
Minnesota  Methodism. 

Despite  the  church-building  boom 
of  the  last  four  years,  he  said,  Meth¬ 
odists  must  prepare  between  now 
and  1960  to  meet  “the  greatest  op¬ 
portunity  ever  offered  a  denomina¬ 
tion.”  . 

Many  of  the  new  churches  will 
minister  to  the  “unchurched  throngs 
of  nomadic  Americans”  moving  into 
the  subdivisions  and  housing  de¬ 
velopments  near  almost  every  city, 
Dr.  Middleton  said. 

Not  only  are  the  home  mission 
opportunities  in  the  continental 
United  State  almost  unprecedented, 
he  added,  but  also  those  of  the 
“outpost  missions”  —  Alaska,  Ha¬ 
waii  and  Puerto  Rico. 

They  present  “epochal  challenges 
the  like  of  which  were  undreamed 
of  eight  years  ago,”  he  said. 


American  sailors  are  acting  as 
volunteer  missionaries  wherever 
they  go  in  the  world  and  proving 
that  some  of  this  country’s  best 
goodwill  ambassadors  wear  Navy 
“blues  ’  or  whites,”  according  to 
chaplains  of  the  Sixth  Fleet  based 
at  Norfolk,  Va.  Fleet  officials  re¬ 
ported  that  on  the  recent  Mediter¬ 
ranean  cruise  of  the  U.S.S.  Coral 
Sea  liberty-bound  personnel  of  the 
carrier  made  13  guided  tours  of  48 
foreign  churches  and  missions  at  11 
ports  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy, 
Greece,  Arabia  and  Turkey. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT  ESSAY 
CONTEST  WINNER 


James  R.  Scudder  of  Carthage  is 
the  winner  of  the  Temperance  Es¬ 
say-Oration  Contest  in  the  Pine 
Bluff  District.  James  plans  to  enter 
the  Methodist  ministry  and  is  now 
the  president  of  the  Dal-Gra  Sub- 
District  of  the  MYF.  He  is  a  senior 
at  Carthage  High  School  where  he 
will  be  co-salutatorian  of  his  grad¬ 
uating  class.  He  will  compete  with 
five  other  district  winners  in  the 
final  elimination  contest  to  be  held 
at  Hot  Springs  at  Little  Rock  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

The  subject  of  the  essay-oration 
is  “Abstinence  is  the  Answer.”  The 
contest  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Board  of 
Temperance. 


JAMES  R.  SCUDDER 


WITH  THE 
!  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Grace  Curtis 

The  Griffin  Memorial  Church  in 
Paragould  was  host  for  the  Grace 
Curtis  Sub-District  April  meeting. 
It  was  one  of  the  best  meetings  this 
year,  with  a  large  group  of  young 
people  attending. 

The  council  meeting  preceded  the 
regular  program. 

The  following  officers  were  elec¬ 
ted  and  will  be  installed  at  the 
May  meeting  in  Piggott:  Rose¬ 
mary  Janes,  Piggott,  president;  Bill 
Waldon,  Griffin  Memorial,  vice- 


president;  Melva  Jo  English,  Rector, 
secretary-treasurer;  Lou  Ann  Gib¬ 
son,  Morning  Star,  publicity  chair¬ 
man;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Crouch, 
Piggott,  counselors. 

The  MYFund  pledge  service  was 
presented  by  Paragould  First 
Church.  At  the  close  of  the  service, 
the  different  churches  prese  nted 
their  special  offerings,  which  were 
placed  in  the  globe.  The  object  of 
the  program  was  to  encourage  the 
local  churches  to  make  a  pledge 
each  year  to  the  MYFund. 

The  group  enjoyed  refreshments 
and  recreation  in  the  recreation 
hall. — Publicity  Chairman. 


Life  Service  Volunteers  Speak  At  Conference 


Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are 
Mrs.  John  G.  Rickey,  Camden  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary  of  Youth  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  Misses  Tahlie  Morgan,  Connie 
Gathright,  Nellie  Childs,  all  of 
Vantrease  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  El  Dorado,  and  Miss  Caro¬ 
lyn  Crawford  of  Pleasant  Grove, 
who  were  speakers  during  the  noon 
hour  at  the  Camden  District  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 


Christian  Service  which  was  held 
at  Vantrease  Memorial  Church,  El 
Dorado,  on  April  17. 

The  girls  were  among  the  30 
selected  by  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  to  rfiake  the  missionary  tour 
to  projects  supported  by  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  Methodist  Church  through 
Louisiana.  All  plan  to  go  into  Chris¬ 
tian  vocations  when  they  finish  col¬ 
lege. 


Youth  Hymn  Sought  On 
"Consider  Your  Call" 

For  the  third  successive  year,  the 
Hymn  Society  of  America  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  new  hymn-text  for  use  in 
“National  Youth  Week”  which  next 
is  observed  January  27  to  Febru¬ 
ary  3,  1957.  The  contest  for  hymns 
“written  by  youth  for  youth”  is 
conducted  by  the  Society  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  In  1955,  the  Society 
chose  five  hymns,  from  several 
hundred  submitted,  as  worthy  of 
publishing  and  singing;  and  in  19- 
56  two  were  chosen  in  the  second 
search. 

Each  year  there  has  been  a  new 
theme  for  the  content  of  the  hymns 
asked  for:  for  1957  it  is  “Consider 
your  call.”  According  to  the  Rev. 
Deane  Edwards,  president  of  the 
Hymn  Society,  “The  hymns  should 
express  the  nature  of  Christian  vo¬ 
cation:  its  privilege,  its  funda¬ 
mental  character,  and  its  urgency.” 

The  hymn-texts  should  be  writ¬ 
ten  to  well-known  meters  found  in 
standard  hymnals;  written  by  per¬ 
sons  under  thirty  years  of  age;  not 
have  been  previously  published; 
and  submitted  to  the  Hymn  Society 
of  America,  297  Fourth  Ave.,  New 
York  10,  N.Y.,  not  later  than  No¬ 
vember  1,  1956. 

President  Edwards  announces  the 
following  as  judges  of  the  hymns 
submitted:  Dr.  Purd  E.  Deitz,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Roderick  French, 
New  York  City;  Dr.  Morgan  Phelps 
Noyes,  Montclair,  N.  J.;  Miss  Edith 
Lowell  Thomas,  New  York  City; 
Dean  Tertius  Van  Dyke,  Washing¬ 
ton,  Conn.;  Dr.  Philip  S.  Watters, 
New  York  City. 


STARTING  SALARY 
$5,200  PLUS  BONUS 

1— EXECUTIVE  SALESMAN 
Expansion  of  branch  of  tremendous  pro¬ 
gressive  company  has  created  unusual  life¬ 
time  opportunity  for  1  qualified  man  in  its 
planned  executive  sales-management  pro¬ 
gram.  Ages  27-43.  College  preferred,  mar¬ 
ried,  capable  of  accepting  complete  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Comprehensive  2  year  train¬ 
ing  program  with  full  pay  and  allowances. 
Integrity,  maturity,  personality  and  intelli- 
gence  must  be  outstanding.  Confidential 
consideration  to  those  presently  employed 
in  other  fields  who  know  their  future  de¬ 
mands  a  change  now.  This  is  a  mag¬ 
nificent  opportunity  for  the  right  man.  Per. 
sonal  interview  will  be  arranged  upon  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  resume.  Write  giving  us 
brief  personal  history,  three  references  and 
telephone  number.  Please  mail  replies 
promptly  to:  Mrs.  Jacklin  Purtle,  Aetna 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  801  Wallace  Building, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Our  ,  employees 
know  of  this  ad. 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


)  finish  HIGH  SCHOOL  Horn) 

Complete  4  Yrs.^7  in  12  Months  ^ 

learn  More!  Earn  More!  Enter  professional  or 
technical  schools.  Advance  Socially,  live  a  Hap. 
pier.  Fuller  life.  Individual  Courses  or  complete 
schedule.  WRITE  FOR  SCHOOL  BULLETIN. 

ACADEMY  FOR  ADULTS  j 

30  W.  Washington  Dept.  Jd-106 

Chicago,  Illinois 


People  60  to  80 

We  Have  a  Letter 
We'd  Like  to  Send  You.., 

.  .  .  but  we  don’t  want  to  send  it 
without  your  permission! 

It  will  tell  you  how  you  can  apply 
for  a  $1,000  life  insurance  policy  to 
help  take  care  of  final  expenses 
without- burdening  your  family. 

And  you  can  handle  the  entire 
transaction  by  mail  —  with  OLD 
AMERICAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No 
obligation.  No  one  will  call! 

You  can  give  us  permission  to 
send  this  free  information-  by  simply 
mailing  a  postcard  or  letter  (giving 
age)  to  Old  American  Ins.  Co.,  1  W. 
9th,  Dept.  L507C,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


annual  and  quadrennial  deadline 
for  payments  to  World  Service  and  other 
benevolence  and  administrative  funds 


Church  Members  I  I  Church  Treasurers! 


Pay  your  pledge 
in  full  through 


vJ?/ 


See  that  all  receipts  are  in  the  hands 
of  your  Annual  Conference 
Treasurer  not  later  than  May  31 


May  27 

CENTRAL  PROMOTIONAL  OFFICE  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

740  Rush  Street  *  Chicago  11,  Illinois 
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DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
cipleship  as  a  closing  commitment 
service  for  the  presidents  and  the 
entire  group. 


Hope 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Hope  District 
met  at  Ashdown  April  6  with  the 
opening  devotional  being  given  by 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Drake.  Mrs.  W.  D.  Phil¬ 
lips  gave  a  welcome,  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Harris,  district  president, 
spoke  of  the  advancements  of  the 
year  and  stressed  the  goal  which 
is  to  make  Jesus  known  through¬ 
out  the  world.  The  reports  of  the 
local  presidents  showed  4  societies 
to  be  100%  in  subscriptions  to  the 
Methodist  Woman. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson,  conference 
President,  was  the  guest  speaker. 

Lunch  was  served  by  the  Fore¬ 
man  and  Ashdown  societies. 

The  afternoon  was  given  to  re¬ 
ports.  Mrs.  Elaine  Stewart  re¬ 
ported  one  new  Guild.  Miss  Dorothy 
Kelley  reported  on  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Board  of  Missions. 

The  president  introduced  the 
pastors  and  visitors.  152  people 
were  in  attendance. 

The  treasurer  reported  $255  in 
special  memberships  and  $475.33 
in  Treasure  Chests.  The  promotion 
secretary  reported  for  the  district 
officers,  and  reported  3  district 
members. 

Mrs.  Herbert  Stephens,  chairman 
of  the  nominating  committee,  pre¬ 
sented  the  names  of  the  following 
who  were  elected  unanimously: 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Carlton,  Hope,  Record¬ 
ing  Secretary;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Hopkins, 
Nashville,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Shackelford,  Texarkana,  Status  of- 
Women;  Miss  Norene  Robkin,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Christian  Social  Relations 
and  Local  Shurch  Activities.  Mrs. 
Henderson  installed  the  officers. 


TAYLOR  ENDOWMENT 
FUND  REPORT  PUBLISHED 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
shall’s  salary.  $3,280.00  was  paid  to 
Miss  Marshall.  Total  spent  from 
Mrs.  Taylor  and  the  two  Rural 
Workers,  $6,998.15. 

We  are  now  investing  the  income 
in  First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan 
Association  and  hope  to  "eventually 
have  enough  to  support  a  full-time 
missionary  which  was  the  ambition 
of  Bro.  Taylor.  He  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
sacrificed  the  necessities  of  life  to 
make  this  possible  and  I  feel  that 
the  least  that  we  can  do  is  to  see 
that  their  desires  are  carried  out. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Hotchkiss  Smith,  who 
served  the  Conference  Treasurer 
for  twenty-five  years  left  a  legacy 
of  $300.00  for  this  fund  which  was 
invested  with  First  Federal  and  is 
now  drawing  3V2  per  cent  interest. 

I  would  like  to  appeal  to  you  to. 
consider  remembering  the  Taylor 
Endowment  Fund  in  your  will.  Or 
you  might  like  to  make  a  gift 
while  you  are  living.  If  so,  contact 
Mrs.  James  L.  Verhoeff,  5004  Stone¬ 
wall  Road,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
who  is  Conference  Treasurer  and 
has  been  appointed  to  take  my 
place  as  custodian. 

When  I  was  elected  Conference 
treasurer  in  1943,  the  total  amount 
of  this  fund  was  $26,181.73.  The 
total  today  is  $38,753.02.  It  has  been 
a  joy  for  me  to  fill  this  place  and 
to  see  this  fund  grow  from  day  to 
day.  My  prayer  is,  that  Bro.  Tay¬ 
lor’s  dream  may  come  true  and 
that  as  this  sacred  fund  is  adminis¬ 
tered^  from  year  to  year  that  each 
one  who  may  have  any  part  in 
making  the  decisions,  may  feel  that 
“the  ground  whereon  they  stand 
is  holy  ground’”  and  that  the 
names  “John  F.  and  Lida  D.  Tay¬ 
lor”  will  live  forever  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Carpenter 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 
Hawkins  Machinery  Company 
1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Phone  FR  5-8500 


BATHE 


YOUR  WAY 
to  HEALTH 


/[  Millions  have  taken  the  baths  at  Hot  Springs— America’s  only 
health  resort  with  natural  thermal  waters  under  the  regulation 
of  the  Director  of  the  Nat’l  Park  Service,  U.S.  Dep’t  of  the 
Interior— and,  countless  people  have  testified  to  the  magic 
qualities  of  these  world-famous  baths. .  .You,  too,  can  find  relief 
for  jangled  nerves, 

aching  muscles,  stiff  ^ 

joints,  hardening  of 
the  arteries,  and,  yes, 
even  rheumatism  and 
arthritis. 


ROOMS  from — 
$4  per  day  single 
$6 — double 
and  you  can  budget 
MEALS 
at\  450  per  day 


HOT  SPRINGS 


Write  the 
MAJESTIC 
today! 

NATIONAL  PARK 
ARKANSAS 


HENDRIX  BAND  PRESENTS 
CONCERT  ON  43rd 
ANNIVERSARY 

The  Hendrix  College  Varsity 
Band  presented  its  43rd  Annivers¬ 
ary  Concert  at  Conway  April  10  at 
8  o’clock  in  the  college  auditorium 
and  left  the  next  day  on  its  annual 
spring  tour. 

Included  on  the  band’s  itinerary 
were  Newport,  Pocahontas  andPar- 
agould,  April  11;  Jonesboro,  Manila, 
Blytheville  and  Osceola,  April  12; 
and  McCrory  and  Searcy  April  13. 
Hosts  for  luncheon  for  the  band  are 


Pocahontas,  Manila  and  McCrory 
High  Schools. 


Church  Furnitur*  .  Stoios 
Embroider! ••  .  Vtslmonts 
Hanging*  .  Communion 
Sots  .  Altar  Brass  Goods  1  {  < 


•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


For  a  penny- 
electricity  cleans 
6  rugs 


Does  all  sorts  of  other  jobs  around  your  house  for  pen¬ 
nies,  too  Washes,  dries,  irons,  cooks — even  entertains. 

Electricity  is  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  family  budget 
by  far.  And  the  men  and  women  of  your  electric 
company  work  constantly  to  keep  it  that  way. 


'J$i/~an4a4 

POWER  &  LIGHT 


HIIMNO  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Bi"e°nLeb«*,nnd.  ?"  ni.n*?,*tiSrnal  Sunday  School  Lesson.;  the  International 
Christian  Ch:i18  !»n  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1851  by  the  Divi.ion  of 

cnrtttian  Education,  National  Council  of  tho  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  MAY  20,  1956 
“A  CHURCH  WITH  CONCERN” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts  11: 
19-30 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “1  have  shown  you  that  by 
so  toiling  one  must  help  the  weak,  remembering  the  words 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  ‘it  is  more  blessed  to'  give 
than  to  receive’.’’  ,  » 


This  is  the  third  lesson  in  eight- 
sessions  UNIT  X:  “NEW  HORI¬ 
ZONS”.  The  first  lesson  dealt  with 
the  conversion  and  commission  of 
Saul  of  Tarsus.  This  event  ranks 
high  in  all  the  experiences  of  the 
early  church.  Saul  was  the  greatest 
persecutor  of  the  early  church.  He 
was  converted  on  the  road  to  Da¬ 
mascus  and  became  its  greatest  sup¬ 
porter.  The  Lord  called  him  for  a 
special  work  to  the  Gentiles. 

The  second  lesson  emphasized  the 
fact  that  the  Gospel  is  for  all  peo¬ 
ple.  The  lesson  background  dealt 
with  the  conversion  of  Cornelius. 
This  man  and  his  family  were  led 
to  Christ  by  the  Apostle  Peter.  They 
were  the  first  Gentiles  to  come  into 
the  Christian  movement  without 
first  becoming  proselytes  to  Juda¬ 
ism. 

This  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today — “A  Church  With  Concern”. 
One  of  the  chief  attitudes  of  every 
true  Christian  group  should  be  that 
of  concern,  concern  for  others;  an 
abiding  interest  in  their  welfare. 
The  group  that  first  expressed  this 
concern  in  a  tangible  way  was  the 
church  at  Antioch.  The  disciples 
were  also  first  called  Christians  in 
this  city. 

In  the  study  of  this  lesson  it  might 
be  well  to  keep  in  mind  the  general 
aim  of  the  unit:  “to  help  men  and 
women  understand  the  essentials  of 
conversion  and  become  enthusiastic 
for  the  expansion  of  Christianity  to¬ 
day  and  tomorrow.” 

According  to  The  Adult  Student 
the  aim  of  this  particular  lesson  is 
“to  s^iow  what  a  local  church  with 
concern  can  do  to  spread  the  gospel 
of  Christ.” 

A  Look  At  the  Scriptures  , 

The  printed  text  of  the  lesson  re¬ 
fers  back  to  the  persecution  that 
arose  over  Stephen.  It  goes  on  to 
tell  us  that  the  disciples  were  scat¬ 
tered  abroad.  The  disciples  referred 
to  here  were  for  the  most  part  the 
Hellenists.  These  were  Jews  who 
had  grown  up  among  the  Greek  and 
spoke  their  language  and  practiced 
their  customs.  There  was  quite  a 
bit  of  difference  and  also  quite  a 
bit  of  jealousy  between  these  Jews 
and  the  Palestinian  Jews.  Stephen, 
the  first  Christian  martyr,  belonged 
to  these  Greek-speaking  Jews.  Since 
these  Jews  were  not  natives  of  Ju¬ 
dea  it  was  not  hard  to  drive  them 
out  of  Jerusalem.  The  other  Jews 
were  more  inclined  to  go  under¬ 
ground  than  they  were  to  leave. 

It  was  well  that  these  Hellenists 
were  the  people  who  were  scattered 
for  they  spoke  the  Greek  language 
and  knew  the  customs  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  They,  therefore,  made  ideal 
missionaries  in  the  spread  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  At  first,  however,  they 
spoke  only  to  other  Greek-speak¬ 
ing  Jews.  Later  some  of  these  Hell¬ 
enists  came  to  Antioch  from  Cyprus 
and  Cyrene  and  began  preaching  to 


the  Gentiles.  These  Gentiles  heard 
the  Word  gladly  and  many  of  them 
were  converted.  The  news  soon  got 
back  to  Jerusalem  that  a  revival 
had  broken  out  among  the  Gentiles. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was 
something  new  in  the  Christian 
movement.  Prior  to  this  time  there 
had  been  no  special  teaching  and 
preaching  mission  wholly  to  •  the 
Gentiles.  In  fact  there  was  a  strong 
group  of  Christian  Jews  at  Jeru¬ 
salem  who  contended  that  no  Gen¬ 
tile  could  become  a  Christian  with¬ 
out  first  becoming  a  Jew;  that  is, 
religiously  speaking. 

These  Christian  Jews  at  Jeru¬ 
salem  were  anxious  to  know  just 
what  was  taking  place  at  Antioch 
and  so  the  elders  of  the  church  sent 
Barnabas  to  check  into  the  matter. 
It  will  be  noted  that  these  Greek¬ 
speaking  Jews  who  were  preaching 
to  the  Gentiles  were  from  Cyprus 
and  Cyrene.  Barnabas  himself  was 
a  native  of  Cyprus.  He  might  have 
even  known  these  men.  Anyway, 
he  did  nothing  in  the  world  to  dis¬ 
courage  their  works.  In  fact,  he 
joined  with  them.  We  are  told  that 
“When  he  came  and  saw  the  grace 
of  God,  he  was  glad;  and  he  ex¬ 
horted  them  all  to  remain  faithful 
to  the  Lord  with  steadfast  purpose.” 

Not  only  was  Barnabas  carried  a- 
way  with  what  was  taking  place  at 
Antioch,  but  he  set  out  immediate¬ 
ly  for  Tarsus  to  get  his  friend  Saul. 
Barnabas  felt  that  Saul  was  the 
very  man  for  this  task.  He  brought 
him  back  to  Antioch,  and  we  are 
told  that  these  two  great  Christian 
men  continued  a  year  at  that  place 
teaching  and  preaching  to  these 
Gentiles.  The  final  outcome  of  this 
effort  was  the  establishment  of  a 
strong  church.  This  city  sometime 
later  took  priority  over  Jerusalem 
as  headquarters  of  the  Christian 
movement. 

Another  illuminating  statement  is 
made  in  our  lesson  text  concerning 
the  work  that  was  being  carried  on 
in  Antioch:  “Now  in  these  days 
prophets  came  down  from  Jeru¬ 
salem  to  Antioch.  And  one  of  them 
named  Agabus  stood  up  and  fore¬ 
told  by  the  Spirit  that  there  would 
be  a  great  famine  over  all  the 
world;  and  this  took  place  in  the 
days  of  Claudius.”  This  famine  came 
as  the  prophet  had  said  it  would. 
Many  of  the  Christians  in  Jerusalem 
were  at  the  point  of  starving  to 
death.  These  Gentile  and  Jewish 
Christians  at  Antioch  decided  to  do 
something  aboilt  it.  They  took  up 
an  offering  for  the  poor  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  sent  it  to  the  elders  of 
the  church  there  by  Saul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas. 

This  was  the  first  welfare  work 
ever  done  by  Christians.  The  Church 
at  Antioch  had  no  pattern  along  this 
line  as  a  guide.  No  other  Christian 
group  had  ever  ‘done  a  thing  like 
this,  to  serve  as  a  precedent.  They 


had  no  program  of  organized  effort. 
They  were  simply  filled  with  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  and  did  the  thing 
that  was  natural  to  do  under  the 
inspiration  of  his  presence. 

Our  Memory  Selection  is  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  this  idea:  “I  have  shown 
you  that  by  so  toiling  one  must  help 
the  weak,  remembering  the  words 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  ‘It 
is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re¬ 
ceive’.”  These  Christians  at  Antioch 
were  giving  to  a  goodhause,  and  as 
is  always  the  case  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  their  hearts  were  bub¬ 
bling  over  with  joy.  They  were  do¬ 
ing  the  thing  the  Lord  would  have 
them  do,  and  they  were  conscious  of 
his  presence  with  them  as  they  went 
forward  with  the  task. 

This  was  not  the  only  time  that 
the  Mother  Church  at  Jerusalem  re¬ 
ceived  help  from  the.  mission  field. 
On  at  least  another  occasion,  Paul 
took  up  an  offering  on  the  foreign 
field  for  the  poor  saints  in  the  home 
church.  The  order  is  reversed  now 
to  what  it  was  then.  Now,  the  home 
church  sends  money  to  the  mission 
fields  but  then,  money  was  sent 
from  the  mission  field  to  the  home 
church.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
in  the  early  days  of  the  Christian 
movement  the  disciples  at  Jeru¬ 
salem  pooled  all  of  their  resources 
and  all  lived  from  a  common  fund. 
They  did  this  because  they  were  ex¬ 
pecting  a  speedy  visible  return  of 
the  Lord  and  they  felt  that  this 
fund  would  hold  out  until  this  event 
took  place.  They  felt  that  when  it 
did  take  place  the  Lord  would  es¬ 
tablish  his  visible  Kingdom  on  earth 
and  that  they  would  have  no  further 
need  of  their  own  material  re¬ 
sources. 

Saul  and  Barnabas 

Saul  and  Barnabas  were  two  of 
the  greatest  men  of  the  early  Chris¬ 
tian  movement.  Both  of  them  had 
grown  up  and  had  been  educated 
outside  of  Palestine.  Saul  had  grown 
up  in  Tarsus  which  was  a  very  im¬ 
portant  city  in  the  Province  of 
Cilicia  in  Asia  Minor.  One  of  the 
great  universities  of  that  age  of  the 
world  was  located  in  Tarsus.  It  is 
said  that  Saul  went  to  school  there. 
Later  he  went  to  Jerusalem  to  study 
at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  one  of  the 
greatest  teachers  of  all  times.  Saul 
had  planned  to  become  a  Jewish 
rabbi. 

Some  think  that  Saul  later 
changed  his  name  to  Paul,  but  such 
is  not  the  case.  Saul  is  Hebrew  and 
Paul  is  Roman  or  Latin.  The  name 
is  the  same  but  in  different  lan¬ 
guages.  When  Saul  became  the  out¬ 
standing  missionary  to  the  Gentiles 
he  naturally  came  to  be  known  by  ' 
the  Roman  form  of  his  name. 

The  original  name  of  the  man 
from  Cyprus  was  Joses  rather  than 
Barnabas.  The  Apostles  gave  him 
this  name  because  of  his  eminence 
as  a  Christian  teacher.  The  name 
means  son  of  prophecy.  Barnabas 
was  a  wonderful  person.  He  was 
the  best  friend  Paul  ever  had.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  three  years 
after  Paul’s  conversion  he  returned 
to  Jerusalem.  The  disciples  feared 
him  and  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him,  but  Barnabas  persuaded 
them  to  give  him  a  chance  to  prove 
himself.  After  leaving  Jerusalem 
Paul  returned  to  his  native  city, 
Tarsus.  Our  lesson  today  tells  how 
Barnabas  found  him  there  and 
brought  him  to  Antioch.  Had  it  not 
been  for  Barnabas  Paul  might  have 
never  become  the  great  missionary 
that  he  did. 

In  comparing  these  two  men  some 
of  the  scholars  say  that  Paul  was 
the  more  brilliant  of  the  two  but 


that  Barnabas  had  more  of  the 
of  God.  Our  lesson  text  says  2 
him  “He  was  a  good  man,  full  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  faith”  u 
had  great  insight  into  the  true  valu 
of  certain  characters.  At  a  critical 
hour  he  stood  by  Paul  and  saved 
him  for  the  church,  and  later  on  hP 
stood  against  Paul  for  John  Mark 
and  thus  saved  the  writer  of  the 
first  of  our  four  Gospels.  These  men 
led  the  churches  of  their  day  in  the 
matter  of  being  concerned  for  oth 
ers. 


The  Concern  of  Two  Churches 

We  might  note  again  the  aim  of 
our  lesson:  “to  show  what  a  local 
church  with  concern  can  do  to 
spread  the  gospel  of  Christ.”  The 
lesson  tells  of  the  concern  of  two 
churches.  First  the  Mother  Church 
at  Jerusalem  was  concerned  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  others.  The 
members  of  this  group  were  scat¬ 
tered  abroad  at  the  time  of  the 
martyrdom  of  Stephen.  They  went 
everywhere  teaching  and  preaching 
Their  concern  for  the  salvation  of 
others  led  them  to  carry  on  this 
great  work.  They  did  this  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives.  Nothing  could 
stop  them. 

This  concern  of  these  members  of 
the  Mother  Church  led  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  churches  in  other  com¬ 
munities  and  countries;  Antioch  was 
one  of  these  churches.  At.  first  this 
church  included  in  its  membership 
only  Jews  and  Jewish  proselytes. 
Then  there  came  some  Greek¬ 
speaking  Jews  from  the  Island  of 
Cyprus  and  the  Roman  Province  of 
Cyrene.  These  men  were  people  of 
great  concern.  They  were  concerned 
about  the  salvation  of  others.  They 
had  heard  that  the  Gentile  Cornelius 
and  his  family  had  been  received 
into  the  church  without  first  be¬ 
coming  Jewish  proselytes.  Not  only 
so,  but  this  family  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  Peter  the  chief  of  the 
Apostles,  and  he  had  acted  under 
the  inspiration  and  leadership  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  These  men  also  knew 
that  God  had  verified  what  Peter 
had  done  by  sending  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  upon  these  Gentiles  as  he  had 
previously  done  upon  the  Jews  at 
Pentecost.  They  learned  that  the 
Church  at  Jerusalem  had  accepted 
the  work  done  by  Peter  and  had 
thanked  God  that  the  Gentiles  were 
being  received  into  the  Christian 
group. 

These  new  comers  from  Cyprus 
and  Cyrene  had  all  this  information 
and  they  naturally  felt  that  the  time 
was  ripe  to  evangelize  the  Gentiles. 
They  preached  the  gospel  to  them 
and  large  numbers  of  them  were 
converted.  The  news  went  back  to 
Jerusalem,  and  because  of  the  con¬ 
cern  of  the  church  there  Barnabas 
was  sent  to  Antioch. 

This  matter  of  concern  did  not 
end  with  the  Mother  Church.  The 
Church  at  Antioch  also  became 
concerned.  The  Prophet  Agabus  told 
of  a  famine  that  was  soon  to  come. 
It  did  come  and  the  Christians  at 
Jerusalem  were  reduced  to  the  point 
of  starvation.  The  Christians  of 
Antioch  heard  of  their  plight.  They 
remembered  the  spiritual  debt  they 
owed  to  Jerusalem  and  they  im¬ 
mediately  raised  an  offering  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  saints  there. 

This  leads  the  writer  to  say  that 
concern  ought  to  include  human  life 
with  all  of  its  needs — material, 
physical,  and  spiritual.  We  should 
never  cease  thanking  God  for  the 
fact  that  our  mission  work  includes 
all  of  these  needs.  Every  individual 
Christian  and  every  church  should 
seek  and  cultivate  this  spirit  of 
concern. 
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DATES  FOR  AREA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES  ANNOUNCED 

Guest  Preachers  Named 
By  Bishop  Martin 


The  annual  sessions  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  will  be  held  during  a  three 
week  period  beginning  May  29,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
is  scheduled  for  May  29- June  1,  and 
will  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport.  Presi¬ 
dent  Joe  J.  Mickle  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  Refe.  Leonard  Cooke  are  col¬ 
lege  hosts  for  the  conference  ses¬ 
sions  which  will  be  held  in  the 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel.  Dr.  B.  C. 
Taylor  will  be  the  District  Super¬ 
intendent  host. 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  will 
open  its  sessions  on  Wednesday, 
June  6,  and  conclude  with  the  read¬ 
ing  of  pastoral  assignments  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  10.  The  First  Methodist 
Church,  Hot  Springs,  Rev.  E.  D. 
Galloway,  pastor,  will  be  the  con¬ 
ference  host  with  other  Hot  Springs 
churches  cooperating.  Rev.  T.  T. 
McNeal,  Arkadelphia,  will  be  the 
host  District  Superintendent. 

The  First  Methodist  Church,  Con¬ 
way,  will  entertain  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference  during  the  period 
June  13-17.  Rev.  Joel  Cooper  is  the 
Conway  church  pastor,  and  Rev. 
Henry  Rickey,  Conway,  will  be  the 
District  Superintendent  host. 

Conference  Preachers 

Bishop  Martin  has  also  announced 
the  conference  preachers  for  the 
three  conferences.  Dr.  Pierce  Harris, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta,  will  deliver  in¬ 
spirational  messages  during  the 
Louisiana  Conference  session;  Dr. 
B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent,  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  for  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference;  and  Dr.  Earl  R.  Hoggard, 
pastor  of  the  Floral  Heights  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
will  preach  in  special  services  at 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 

Dr.  Harris,  who  has  spent  most 
of  his  ministry  in  the  North  Georgia 
Conference,  has  been  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Atlanta,  since  1940.  Widely 
known  as  a  preacher,  platform 
speaker,  and  writer,  Dr.  Harris  was 
also  pastor  of  the  Riverside  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  from  1936-40. 

Dr.  Taylor  is  completing  his  fourth 
year  as  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  having  pre¬ 
viously  served  for  seven  years  as 
pastor  of  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  All  of  Dr. 
Taylor’s  ministry  has  been  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  except  for 
one  year  as  assistant  pastor  at  Con¬ 
way  in  his  early  ministry. 

Most  of  Dr.  Hoggard’s  ministry 
has  been  in  the  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  where  he  has  served  sev¬ 
eral  pastorates  as  well  as  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Greenville 
District  1949-51.  He  has  been  pastor 
of  the  Floral  Heights  Church  since 
1951. 


CORNERSTONE  LAID  FOR 
WESLEY  FOUNDATION 
BUILDING 

The  cornerstone  for  the  new  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  Building  now  under 
construction  adjacent  to  the  campus 
of  Southeastern  Louisiana  Institute, 
Hammond,  was  laid  with  appropri¬ 
ate  services  on  last  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  with  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  in 
charge. 

Construction  for  the  building  was 
begun  several  weeks  ago  and  com¬ 
pletion  is  expected  in  time  for  the 
fall  school  opening.  On  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  Bishop  Martin  delivered  the 
dedicatory  service  and  led  in  dedi¬ 
cation  services  for  the  educational 
building  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Hammond.  He  was  assist¬ 
ed  in  these  services  by  Rev.  A.  W. 
Harris,  Baton  Rouge  District  Super¬ 
intendent,  and  Rev.  Edward  R. 
Thomas,  Hammond  pastor.  Miss 
Lillian  Hay  is  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  director. 


A  “native  soil”  ceremony  marked 
the  ground-breaking  for  the  new 
Lake  Charles  University  Methodist 
Church  sanctuary  and  educational 
building  addition  on  Sunday,  May 
6.  The  ground-breaking  program 
started  at  10:15  a.m.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  preached 
at  8:30  a.m.  and  11:00  a.m.  on  “The 
Soil  of  Affection.” 

Members  and  friends  of  the 
church  were  invited  sometime  ago 
to  bring  soil  from  their  home  towns 
or  former  home  churches  to  be  used 
in  the  ceremony.  Mr.  Emmerich  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  soil  ceremony  was 
conceived  because  the  young  church 
is  in  a  new  and  growing  section 
of  the  city,  and  its  membership  has 
come  mainly  from  comparatively 
new  residents.  Since  its  organization 
about  eight  years  ago,  University 
Church  has  grown  to  a  membership 
of  nearly  1200. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Daughenbaugh  open¬ 
ed  the  ceremony  with  a  talk  on  the 
“native  soils.”  Members  of  the  youth 
choir  then  placed  signs  showing 
the  origin  of  the  soils  then  to  be 
distributed  on  the  site.  This  was  on 
a  strip  which  will  be  beneath  the 
communion  rail  of  the  new  sanc¬ 
tuary. 

Ground-breaking  was  then  car¬ 
ried  out  by  church  groups  in  this 
order:  A  group  of  charter  members, 
the  members  of  the  Official  Board, 
officers  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
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Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  Church  School  offi¬ 
cers  and  teachers,  officers  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and 
other  youth  groups,  other  members 
and  friends  of  the  church,  members 
of  the  Building  Committee,  and  the 
pastor  who  then  gave  the  benedic¬ 
tion. 

The  new  sanctuary  and  education¬ 
al  building  addition  will  cost  about 
$220,000,  furnished  and  air-condi¬ 
tioned.  Construction  is  expected  to 
start  within  the  next  few  weeks. 


Area  Honors  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin 
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Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin 
were  honored  guests  at  a  dinner 
given  by  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors  from  the  Arkan¬ 
sas-Louisiana  Area  at  the  Francis 
Drake  Hotel  in  Minneapolis,  May 
2.  Approximately  70  persons  attend¬ 
ed  the  dinner  at  which  Dr.  Matt  L. 
Ellis,  Conway,  one  of  the  lay  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference,  presided. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans, 
one  of  the  lay  delegates  of  the 
Lousiana  Conference,  and  Dr.  Au¬ 
brey  G.  Walton,  Little  Rock,  a  min¬ 
isterial  delegate  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  made  short  statements 
for  the  group  in  appreciation  of 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin. 

In  the  accompanying  photograph 


are  seen,  1.  to  r.,  Bishop  Martin,  Dr. 
Ellis,  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Martin,  and 
Dr.  Walton. 


CONCENTRATION 

Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was 
considered  a  genius,  once  said: 
“Men  give  me  some  credit  for 
genius.  All  the  genius  I  have  lies 
in  this:  When  I  have  a  subject  in 
hand,  I  study  it  profoundly.  Day 
and  night  it  is  before  me.  I  explore 
it  in  all  its  bearings.  My  mind  be¬ 
comes  pervaded  with  it.  Then  the 
efforts  that  I  make  are  what  people 
are  pleased  to  call  the  fruits  of 
genius.  It  is  the  fruit  of  labor  and 
thought!” — R  &  R  Mag. 


Louisiana  Woman’s  Society  President’s  Message- 
On  The  South  American  Mission  Field  One  Finds 

Twentieth  Century 
Discipleship 

By  MRS.  C.  K  JONES 


ONE  of  the  greatest  privileges  which  comes 
to  church  women,  many  agree,  is  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  work  of  the 
church  in  action.  Miss  Marian  Derby, 
Executive  Secretary  of  Latin  America,  was 
speaking  recently  of  missionaries.  There  are 
many  kinds  she  stated.  There  are  those  highly 
privileged  people  who  dedicate  themselves  as 
full  time  Christian  workers  and  are  commission¬ 
ed  by  a  Bishop  at  what  is  described  as  the  most 
impressive  of  all  services  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

Many  Kinds  of  Missionaries 
The  Executive  Secretaries  are  called  mission¬ 
aries.  Many  of  them  have  been  commissioned 
and  active  on  the  field.  May.  I  describe  them  ac 
the  best  experts  we  can  find  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  church.  They  go  out  to  undergird, 
and  incidentally  they  teach  us  all  they  can  about 
missions. 

Then  the  Bishops  are  sent  as  missionaries 
carrying  evangelistic  messages  with  love  and  in¬ 
spiration  to  the  foreign  fields.  And  now  the  lay 
person  is  termed  a  missionary,  especially  when 
he  or  she  travels  to  foreign  countries,  and  visits 
the  work  of  the  World  Division  of  the  church 
institutions  of  the  Woman’s  Division. 

Some  of  our  students  attending  the  Athens 
Conference,  returned  telling  that  they  had  been 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  must  accept 
the  responsibility  of  each  one  thinking  of  him¬ 
self  as  a  missionary  in  every  day  life. 

Invitation  to  South  America 
It  was  an  especial  privilege  to  be  invited  to 
attend  the  Brazil  General  Conference  in  Rio  de 
Janiero  and  to  meet  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ivan  Lee 
Holt  there  in  order  to  visit  our  work  in  Latin 
America.  Four  different  Sundays  I  heard  the 
Bishop  preach  in  Methodist  Churches  widely 
separated  by  thousands  of  miles.  In  the  tradition 
of  John  Wesley,  Bishop  Holt  has  preached  in 
many  places.  Air  travel  has  made  circuit  riding 
different  than  in  Wesley’s  time  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  Bishop  Holt,  who  recently  received  the 
citation  of  the  “Christian  of  the  World”  from 
The  Upper  Room,  is  President  of  the  World 
Council  of  Methodists.  He  is  trying  to  visit  the 
World  Family  of  Methodists  with  its  more  than 
sixteen  million  members.  Our  own  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  also  have  visited  many  of 
them. 

Since  I  was  to  arrive  in  Rio  two  days  before 
Bishop  Holt  and  his  lovely  wife,  our  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  thoughtful  as  always,  wrote  to  three 
different  missionaries  in  order  that  I  should 
surely  be  met.  Rev.  Robert  Wisdom  met  my 
plane  on  that  sunny  morning  in  July  after  it 
circled  into  one  of  the  world’s  most  beautiful 
harbors  with  its  Sugar  Loaf  mountain  jutting 
out  to  sea  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the 
Cocovadus,  statue  of  the  Christ  with  outstretched 
arms,  high  up  on  a  mountain  overlooking  the 
city. 

Look  at  Louisiana  Project 

Rev.  Mr.  Wisdom  took  me  to  Peoples  Cen¬ 
tral  Institute,  to  visit  a  Louisiana  Supply  pro¬ 
ject.  Here  in  the  heart  of  the  slums  of  Rio,  we 
find  in  this  joint  project  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
and  Division  of  World  Missions,  an  educational- 
social-evangelistic  center  with  school  buildings, 
dormitories,  St.  John’s  Church,  a  clinic,  a  milk 
depot  and  the  homes  of  missionaries.  It  was 
here  that  I  spent  my  first  night  in  Rio.  After 
lunch,  we  went  up  on  Thieves  Hill,  back  of  the 
buildings  to  see  an  International  Work  Camp. 


MRS.  C.  I.  JONES,  New  Orleans 
President,  Louisiana  Conference 
Woman’s  Society 


Ten  students  from  as  many  Universities  of  the 
United  States  had  paid  their  own  transportation 
to  come  to  Rio  to  live  in  the  school  dormitories, 
and  ten  Brazilian  students  had  also  come.  They 
worked  together  building  roads,  walks,  culverts, 
and  many  from  the  seventy  families  being  bene¬ 
fited,  also  joined  in  working  on  this  International 
Work  Camp  project. 

The  Brazilian  General  Conference 

Then  we  went  to  attend  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  across  town.  The  Council  of  Bishops  had 
appointed  Bishop  Holt  to  represent  them  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Brazilian  Methodist  Church, 
which  has  been  autonomous  since  1930,  and  con¬ 
venes  every  five  years.  Here  Bishop  Caesar  De 
Corso,  their  first  Bishop,  was  presiding,  and  the 
report  came  that  during  the  past  five  years,  a 
new  church  building  had  been  completed  every 
twenty-one  days  and  a  new  parsonage  every 
forty-four  days.  There  are  now  more  than  forty 
thousand  Methodists  in  Brazil. 

The  conference  was  held  at  Bennett  College 
where  there  is  a  beautiful  campus  enclosed  by 
many  excellent  buildings  and  almost  surrounded 
by  a  handsome  high  cast-iron  fence.  Bennett 
College  offers  kindergarten,  primary,  high  school 
and  three  years  of  college.  The  Bennett  choir 
of  its  Sacred  School  of  Music  is  much  in  demand 
for  concerts  and  radio,  and  you  doubtless  re¬ 
member,  it  was  planned  that  a  part  of  the  1955 
Week  of  Prayer  Offering  would  help  to  build  a 
chapel  at  Bennett  College. 

It  was  at  the  General  Conference  that  we 
met  Mrs.  Ottilia  de  O.  Chaves,  president  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women.  She 
translates  the  Upper  Room  into  the  Portugese 
language  for  her  people.  Her  husband  is  not 
only  a  graduate  of  the  Brazilian  Methodist  Sem¬ 
inary  at  Southern  Methodist  University.  We  met 
her  sister  and  husband,  the  Bishop  Sante  Um¬ 
berto  Barbieri  of  Argentina,  one  of  the  six  Presi¬ 
dents  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Another  Project  Supported  By  Louisiana 

We  attended  the  dedication  of  the  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  the  Campo  Grande  Methodist  Church, 
and  I  was  surprised  to  be  given  a  seat  of  honor. 


They  had  learned  that  I  was  from  Louisiana, 
and  their  missionary  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.’ 
Saunders,  and  his  lovely  wife  have  been  support¬ 
ed  for  many  years  by  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  of 
Noel  Memorial  Church  in  Shreveport. 

When  asked  to  tell  my  impressions  from  a 
laywoman’s  point  of  view,  I  recalled  the  de¬ 
lightful  friendliness  of  the  Brazilian  people.  I 
was  also  impressed  by  the  devout  reverence 
shown  by  them  in  all  church  services.  What  a 
privilege  it  was  to  worship  in  the  famous  and 
beloved  old  Catete  Church  where  their  first 
Bishop  had  been  consecrated.  We  bowed  as  their 
three  new  Bishops  were  consecrated  and  the 
two  Deaconesses  were  commissioned.  How  heart 
warming  it  was  to  see  the  missionaries  as  they 
worked  with  loving  concern  and  interest  for,  and 
with  the  people,  and  also  to  see  the  love  and 
esteem  of  those  of  the  foreign  countries  for  the 
missionaries. 

My  first  days  at  Bennett,  I  roomed  with  a 
ninety-year  young  missionary  from  North  Geor¬ 
gia  who  laughingly  told  that  she  had  used  her 
burial  money  to  come  back  to  Brazil  to  attend 
the  Conference,  to  visit  former  pupils,  some  of 
whom  were  now  generals  and  admirals,  and  to 
also  attend  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  Col- 
legio  Americano  at  Pureto  Algre  in  its  beauti¬ 
ful  new  building. 

Other  Brazilian  Stops 

At  the  coffee  fellowship  following  the  spec¬ 
ial  service  arranged  in  order  that  Bishop  Holt 
might  preach  in  Puerto  Alegre,  we  were  charm¬ 
ed  with  an  attractive  young  Brazilian  woman, 
Miss  Maria  Glisina  Fernandez,  who  had  volun¬ 
teered  to  become  a  missionary,  and  has  since 
gone  to  Peru  to  work  among  the  Indians. 

In  the  beautiful  subdivision,  San  Amaro  of 
Sao  Paulo,  which  is  reputedly  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  city  in  the  world,  we  enjoyed  staying  at  our 
Methodist  Institute,  where  the  Deaconesses  re¬ 
ceive  their  training.  This  also  is  a  Louisiana 
Supply  project  this  year. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  the  excellent  Inter¬ 
denominational  Language  School  at  Campinas, 
where  all  new  Missionaries  to  Brazil  spend  their 
first  year  in  learning  to  speak  the  Portuguese 
language  correctly,  which  fact  lends  prestige 
both  to  the  Missionaries  and  to  Protestant 
churches  and  schools. 

We  journeyed  to  visit  Piracabano  Colegio 
where  there  are  more  than  a  thousand  students. 
All  schools  in  Latin  America  seem  to  have 
achieved  great  prestige.  I  was  greatly  impressed 
by  the  many  beautiful  school  buildings  owned 
by  the  Woman’s  Division  and  Board  of  Missions. 
The  missionaries  are  delightful,  charming,  con¬ 
secrated  people,  many  of  them  second  and  some 
third  generation  missionaries. 

Argentina 

In  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Bishop  Holt 
preached  in  a  large  cathedral-like  church,  said 
to  be  the  first  Protestant  church  ever  built  in 
the  southern  hemisphere.  Union  Theological 
Seminary  also  in  Buenos  Aires  which  is  Inter¬ 
denominational  and  supported  both  by  our 
church  and  the  Woman’s  Division,  has  the  finest 
library  of  New  Testaments  in  Spanish  in  the 
world.  Here  we  enjoyed  meeting  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Eugene  Stockwell  of  the  missionary  family  of 
Stockwells,  and  Dr.  John  Norris,  a  minister  or¬ 
dained  by  our  Louisiana  Conference. 

In  Chile 

In  Chile,  we  visited  Sweet  Memorial  in  the 
slums,  and  beautiful  Santiago  College  for  girls. 
A  former  Tulane-Wesley  Foundation  couple  ac¬ 
companied  us  upon  a  comfortable  overnight 
train  journey  into  the  Resort  lake  country  of 
southern  Chile.  We  visited  Nueva  Imperial,  an¬ 
other  project  of  the  church, 

David  Lowrey  had  been  ordained  a  minister 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  June  of  1954, 
and  Mary  Sue,  his  wife  had  already  graduated 
from  Tulane  Medical  School.  Dr.  Mary  Sue, 
the  only  doctor  there  to  serve  more  than  six 
thousand  people,  had  two  native  nurses  to  help 
her  in  her  clinic.  I  was  told  that  in  that  commu¬ 
nity,  there  are  thirty-one  public  schools,  and  all 
of  the  teachers  are  natives  and  Methodists.  A 
young  missionary  couple  commissioned  at  Buck 
Hill  Falls  this  January  have  gone  to  southern 
Chile  to  help  the  Lowry’s  with  the  churches  and 
the  clinic.  Further  south  is  the  school  and  farm 
El  Vergel,  also  a  cooperative  project  which  re¬ 
cently  received  a  citation  from  the  Chilean  gov¬ 
ernment  for  being  of  great  value  to  the  people. 

Lima  Girl’s  High  School  called  Colegio  Mar- 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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WEALTH”  AND  “VIRTUE” 

The  word  “wealth”  was  used  in 
i^e  sixteenth  century  not  only  to 
jjenote  riches,  but  also  in  the  sense 
u  weal,  well-being,  or  welfare.  Un¬ 
less  we  remember  this,  Paul’s  coun- 
el  in  1  Corinthians  10:24  looks  like 
Ucouragement  to  theft:  “Let  no 
[an  seek  his  own,  but  every  n|an 
[nother’s  wealth.”  The  present 
[anslation  is:  “Let  no  one  seek  his 
Ln  good,  but  the  good  of  his  neigh- 
or." 

In  the  King.  James  Version  of  the 
hid  Testament,  the  word  “wealth” 
L  used  three  times  as  a  translation 
[or  the  Hebrew  tob,  which  means 
good,”  either  as  an  adjective  or  as 
noun.  The  passages  are  Ezra’s  re¬ 
ntal  (9:12)  of  the  commandment 
lot  to  intermarry  with  ,the  people 
[{  the  land,  “nor  seek  their  peace 
|r  their  wealth”;  the  praise  of 
Mordecai  (Esther  10:3)  as  “seeking 
lie  wealth  of  his  people”;  and  Job’s 
[escription  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
licked  who  “spend  their  days  in 
lealth.”  The  Revised  Standard 
[ersion  uses  “prosperity”  in  the 
Sassages  from  Ezra  and  Job,  and 
hvelfare”  in  the  passage  concerning 
kordecai — “he  sought  the  welfare 
Jf  his  people.” 

I  Both  KJ  and  RSV  use  “welfare” 
Is  the  translation  for  tob  in  Nehe- 
miah  2:10,  which  tells  how  San- 
[allat  and  Tobiah  were  greatly  dis¬ 
eased  that  Nehemiah  had  come 
to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  chil- 
Iren  of  Israel.” 

Another  word  which  may  be  mis¬ 
leading  in  two  contexts  of  the  New 
testament  is  “virtue.”  It  does  not 
lefer  to  moral  character  in  the 
Statement  made  by  Jesus  when  a 
woman  touched  him  in  the  hope  of 
leing  healed:  “Somebody  hath 
touched  me,  for  I  perceive  that  vir¬ 
tue  is  gone  out  of  me”  (Luke  8: 
46;  compare  Mark  5:30).  “Virtue” 
here,  and  in  Luke  6:19,  means  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  “power,”  and  “pow- 
er”  is  the  proper  translation  of 
mamis,  the  Greek  term  which  is 
ped  in  these  passages. 


SAYS  BIBLE  SOCIETIES 
CAN’T  KEEP  PACE  WITH 
POPULATION  GROWTH 

I  London  (RNS)  —  Although  Bible 
pcieties  are  setting  new  records 
®ach  year  in  the  distribution  of 
Iwiptures,  they  are  having  difficul¬ 
ty  keeping  pace  with  the  annual 
rorld  population  increase  of  25,000,- 
[00. 

I  This  was  reported  at  the  annual 
Peeting  here  of  the  British  and 
foreign  Bible  Society  by  its  general 
[ecretary,  Dr.  William  J.  Platt. 

Lie  said  the  society  circulated  a 
[ecord  7,830,000  Bibles  and  por¬ 
tions  in  1955,  an  increase  of  700,000 
Pver  the  previous  year’s  total. 

I  L)r.  Platt  said  the  figure  represents 
[Lout  one-third  of  the  total  world 
Peculation  reported  by  a  score  of 
Rational  Bible  groups. 
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Why  Qo  Camping 

By  RUPERT  D.  COLES 


(The  editors  are  indebted  to  Rev. 
Rupert  D.  Coles,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Mooringsport, 
for  three  articles  on  the  general 
subject  of  camping,  the  first  of 
which  is  published  at  this  time.  The 
other  two  articles  will  appear  in 
early  issues.  The  editors  believe  that 
these  discussions  will  contribute  to 
a  better  understanding  and  appreci¬ 
ation  of  the  place  of  camping  in  the 
church's  program,  and,  most  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  development  of 
Christian  character  in  the  lives  of 
young  people. — Editors) 


EVERY  year  in 
each  Methodist 
conference  hun¬ 
dreds  of  boys, 
girls,  and  youth  ea¬ 
gerly  await  the  camp¬ 
ing  season.  At  camp 
old  acquaintances  are 
renewed,  and  new 
friends  are  made. 
Opening  hours  are  always  spent  in 
the  youngster’s  scouting  around  to 
see  “who  is  here  from  last  year”  and 
in  getting  to  know  his  new  cabin- 
mates. 

Yet  despite  the  interest  in  the 
camping  program,  it  is  true  that  too 
many  youngsters  grow  up  with  no 
camping  experience.  Is  this  serious, 
or  is  the  camping  program  simply 
an  unnecessary  appendage  to  the 
vital  work  of  the  Church?  This 
article  will  endeavor  to  show  that 
camping  has  a  very  definite  place 
in  the  Christian  growth  of  children 
and  youth. 

Camping  is  essential.  Why?  First, 
it  brings  young  people  into  a  setting 
of  nature,  opening  an  entirely  new 
world  for  many  of  them.  Life  in 
cities  largely  curtails  appreciation 
for  God’s  world  of  nature.  A  camp¬ 
ing  experience  in  the  piney  woods 
which  many  of  our  Methodist  camps 
will  offer  will  result  in  the  young¬ 
ster’s  coming  away  with  increased 
respect  for  and  wonder  at  God  the 
creator. 

Second,  camping  allows  young 
people  to  meet  new  friends  and 
live  with  them  surrounded  by 
Christian  influence.  They  live  to¬ 
gether  in  small  groups,  come  to 
know  and  appreciate  each  other  as 
children  of  God.  In  camp  your 
child  will  become  aware  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  others.  He 
or  she  will  learn  the  lesson  of  co¬ 
operation  with  and  helpfulness  to 
other  youngsters.  Camping  can  be 
a  grand  and  glorious  experience  of 
unselfishness. 

Third,  camping  is  an  excellent 
means  for  youngsters  to  “get  their 
feet  wet”  in  the  matter  of  being 
away  from  home.  Every  camp,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  age  of  the  campers, 
has  those  who  get  homesick.  Now, 
it  is  good  for  young  people  to  face 
homesickness  at  this  time;  after  all, 
they  have  to  face  being  away  from 
home  sometime.  It  is  good  that  it 
can  be  at  the  pre-college  level.  As 
wonderful  as  Mom  and  Dad  and 
home  cooking  are,  nevertheless 
there  must  be  a  maturity  in  the 
child  which  will  look  at  life  beyond 
the  home.  The  camping  program 
plays  a  large  part  in  maturing  your 


child  along  this  line. 

Last  but  not  least,  camping  offers 
a  concentrated  program  under  con¬ 
secrated  leadership.  Your  youngster 
may  study  the  Bible,  the  mission 
program,  basic  Christian  doctrine, 
etc.  There  will  be  games,  hikes, 
recreation,  craftwork  .  .  .  the  exact 
program  depends  upon  the  camp 
which  he  attends.  Counselors  spend 
many  hours  of  study,  meet  together 
in  planning  sessions,  give  of  their 
time  unselfishly  that  the  camp  will 
be  meaningful  to  your  boy  or  girl. 
In  general  counselors  are  ministers, 
ministers’  wives,  and  workers  in  the 
church  school  of  various  churches. 
All  will  have  had  special  training 
for  the  task  which  they  are  to  do. 
Each  counselor  regards  every 
minute  of  his  time  at  camp  as  an 
opportunity  to  help  campers  to  un¬ 
derstand  better  the  message  of 
Christianity.  Under  such  conditions, 


cabin  quarrels  are  not  sore  spots  in 
camp  but  are  rather  occasions  for 
helping  youngsters  to  appreciate 
and  respect  the  other  fellow.  Con¬ 
secrated  counselors  are  ever  pres¬ 
ent  to  help  your  youngster  to  over¬ 
come  the  obstacles  which  confront 
him  as  he  seeks  to  grow  in  his  atti¬ 
tude  toward  life. 

Briefly,  then,  this  is  the  case  for 
camping.  The  summer  camp  is  be¬ 
coming  more  and  more  recognized 
in  its  rightful  place  of  importance 
in  the  program  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  More  time  is  being  spent 
in  preparation  for  camp  by  coun¬ 
selors  and  directors;  our  camping 
leaders  are  constantly  searching  for 
new  techniques.  This  means  that 
your  youngster  is  in  for  a  rich  ex¬ 
perience  this  summer  in  camp. 
Won’t  you  consider  seriously  mak¬ 
ing  this  opportunity  available  for 
him? 


Foreign  Missionaries  To  Be  Invited  Here  For  Service 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — (RNS) — The  Methodist  Church,  which  for  years 
has  been  sending  missionaries  abroad  to  spread  Christianity,  has  decided 
to  bring  some  overseas  preachers  to  this  country  to  do  some  of  the  same. 

Under  a  plan  approved  by  the  Church’s  General  Conference  here, 
“outstanding  leaders  and  preachers”  from  mission  lands  will  be  invited 
to  this  country  in  1958  to  lead  a  “mission  to  America”. 

Purpose  of  the  mission,  the  report  said,  would  be  “to  lead  the  Meth¬ 
odists  of  America  toward  a  great  spiritual  awakening,  and  to  deeper 
devotion  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

“Thousands  of  men  and  women  and  youth,  members  of  The  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  vast  host  of  the  unchurched,” 
it  stated,  “would  be  persuaded  to  commit  their  lives  to  Christ  and  to  live 
with  new  devotion  to  His  cause,  by  contact  with  leaders  from  the  younger 
churches,  and  by  their  witness  concerning  their  faith.” 
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Editorial 

e?Wwst  C3£a<ue  Q reciter  ^Participation 

WITH  the  adjournment  last  week  of  General  Conference  a 
new  quadrennium  for  Methodism  has  begun  and  with  it  a 
program  which  calls  for  increased  attention  to  strength¬ 
ening  the  local  church.  Many  of  our  church  leaders  have  felt  for 
sometime  that  the  home  base,  the  local  church,  should  have  its  day 
of  emphasis  and  now  that  concern  is  shared  by  all  of  Methodism. 
It  is  an  emphasis  that  will  be  welcomed,  we  believe,  by  all  con¬ 
cerned  and  the  net  result  will  be  a  strengthening  of  the  whole 
structure  of  the  church. 

One  immediate  problem  that  local  church  leaders  face  is  the 
enlisting  of  a  larger  proportion  of  local  membership  in  the  total 
life  of  the  church’s  program.  The  larger  the  church  the  more  actue 
the  problem  becomes,  but  something  of  the  nature  of  the  problem 
is  experienced  in  some  degree  by  even  the  smaller  churches.  Many 
members  of  churches  seem  to  believe  that  simply  by  attendance  at 
one  service  of  worship  on  Sunday  they  have  fully  discharged  their 
obligation  as  Christians  and  church  members.  Some  of  these  are 
not  even  very  faithful  in  attending  that  one  service  a  week.  Metho¬ 
dist  churches  can  never  fully  realize  their  potential  and  mean 
what  God  intends  for  them  to  mean  until  such  a  much  larger  pro¬ 
portion  of  their  members  are  active,  serving,  giving,  growing,  wit¬ 
nessing  persons. 

For  example,  the  recent  General  Conference  adopted  a  World 
Service  budget  which  represents  a  rather  substantial  increase  dol- 
lar-wise  and  percentage-wise  for  the  next  four  years.  Annual 
Conferences  of  this  Episcopal  Area  will  be  asked  to  accept  appor¬ 
tionments  which  are  35%  more  than  during  the  past  four  years. 
This  means  that  local  churches,  in  turn,  will  be  asked  to  increase 
their  giving  for  this  work  by  approximately  the  same  amount. 

For  many  churches  this  increase,  on  first  thought,  se  e  m  s 
rather  heavy  but  when  this  is  placed  over  against  the  number  of 
members  in  local  churches  who  experience  little  degree  of  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  total  life  and  program  of  the  church,  the  increase  is 
not  so  large.  Increased  participation  in  the  church’s  program  is 
urged,  not  to  meet  an  increased  church  budget,  but  for  the  blessing 
which  this  participation  will  bring  to  those  who  have  a  greater 
share  in  the  church’s  program. 

The  church’s  program  is  not  for  its  leaders’  sake.  The  church’s 
program  is  intended  to  bless  the  life  of  every  individual  who  comes 
within  the  range  of  its  influence,  and  very  often  that  blessing  is  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  participation  in  its  program. 

cJXCethodism  '*(3 o  Strengthen  5B asic  Institutions 

AT  no  point  was  the  wisdom  of  the  recent  General  Conference 
more  in  evidence  than  in  the  new  church-wide  program  it 
adopted  for  this  quadrennium. 

Having  proved  their  value,  quadrennial  programs  have  be¬ 
come  an  institution  in  The  Methodist  Church.  Our  first  quadren¬ 
nial  program,  the  Crusade  for  Christ,  was  launched  by  the  General 
Conference  of  1944.  The  interest  of  the  church  was  stirred  to  such 
depths  and  its  vision  lengthened  by  such  distances  by  the  Crusade 
for  Christ  that  the  General  Conference  of  1948  felt  that  some  plan 
should  be  formulated  to  give  direction  and  impetus  to  the  new 
powers  the  church  had  developed. 

Hence  it  was  that  in  1948  the  General  Conference  projected  The 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church.  This  program  caught  the 
imagination  of  the  church  and  grew  with  increasing  interest 
throughout  the  quadrennium.  After  these  two  four-year  programs 
which  emphasized  world-wide  interests  the  General  Conference  of 
1952  adopted  a  program  for  the  quadrennium  just  ended  which  di¬ 
rected  the  interest  of  the  church  to  a  study  and  emphasis  of  The 
Stewardship  of  Possessions,  a  youth  emphasis  and  an  emphasis  on 
church  extension. 

Having  evaluated  these  three  great  quadrennial  programs,  and 
having  found  them  “good,”  The  Methodist  Church,  through  the 
General  Conference,  has  outlined  a  program  for  the  next  four 
years  that  seeks  to  strengthen  the  two  basic  institutions  of  our 
Church  —  the  local  church  and  our  educational  institutions.  This 
program  is  to  “be  directed  toward  (1)  the  enrichment  of  the  local 
church,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  (2) 
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the  strengthening  of  our  institutions  of  learning,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  a  Commission  set  up  by  the  General  Conference  for  that 
purpose.” 


Methodism  must  always  be  strong  at  home  in  order  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  over-reaching  itself  in  its  great  world-wide  pro¬ 
gram.  The  local  church  is  the  basic  unit  of  our  church  on  which 
rests  the  responsibility  of  the  success  or  failure  of  any  program  our 
church  projects.  That  being  true,  we  could  make  no  greater  mis¬ 
take  in  policy  than  to  allow  the  local  church  to  become  weakened. 
We  welcome  a  four-year  plan,  under  the  leadership  of  our  Council 
of  Bishops,  to  strengthen  the  local  church. 

Aside  from  the  local  church,  Methodism  has  no  public  institu¬ 
tions  on  which  it  is  so  dependent  as  its  institutions  of  learning. 
Without  our  colleges  and  universities  to  which  we  look  for  leader¬ 
ship  in  pulpit  and  pew,  The  Methodist  Church  would  soon  lose  its 
place  of  leadership  in  the  family  of  churches  and  among  the  people 
it  serves.  This  program  to  undergird  our  schools  will  not  only  be 
helpful,  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  if  some  of  them  are  to  survive. 

o^fCethcdism  Qroivs  On  you 

THE  writer’s  first  job  as  a  Methodist  preacher  was  an  inland 
circuit  where  it  was  ten  miles  to  the  railroad  from  the  Closest 
point  on  the  circuit.  In  the  first  months  of  our  ministry  we 
sometimes  wondered  if  there  was  anyone  else  helping  us  in  the  big 
job  of  evangelizing  the  world.  We  shall  never  forget  the  feeling 
that  came  to  us  when  we  attended  our  first  district  conference  as 
pastor.  We  were  really  surprised  to  learn  that  there  were  so  many 
other  ministers  and  laymen  working  with  us  on  the  same  job. 

That  fall  we  went  to  the  Annual  Conference  and  we  were  a- 
mazed  to  find  a  town  full  of  Methodist  preachers  and  laymen  who 
were  just  as  much  interested  in  building  the  kingdom  as  we  felt 
we  were.  It  was  a  glorious  heart-warming  experience.  After  a  few 
years,  when  we  had  become  somewhat  adjusted  to  the  sense  of  se¬ 
curity  we  felt  in  the  fellowship  of  the  great  number  of  ministers 
and  laymen  that  gather  in  an  Annual  Conference,  we  were  privi¬ 
leged  to  attend  our  first  General  Conference  in  the  old  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Our  amazement  and  sense  of  pride  grew,  as  did  our  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  bigness  of  the  church  to  which  we  belonged,  when  we 
saw  this  Conference  in  action.  And  then  came  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church,  a  union  of  the  three  largest 
branches  of  Methodism.  The  heart  of  any  normal  Methodist  beats 
a  little  faster,  he  stands  a  little  straighter  and  feels  a  little  taller 
when  he  sees  world-wide  Methodism  at  work  in  a  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

The  more  we  know  about  The  Methodist  Church,  the  more  it 
grows  on  us  as  a  great  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  for  the 
evangelization  of  the  world. 
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General  Conference  Action 
On  Race  Relations 

Many  rumors  are  afloat  regarding  the  action  taken  at  the  General 
Conference  in  Minneapolis  regarding  race  relations.  For  the  information 
0f  our  readers  we  publish  here  all  official  action  taken  by  the  conference 
0n  the  question. 

The  resolution  adopted,  as  Report  No.  1  of  the  Committee  on  State 
of  the  Church,  was  simply  a  restatement  officially  of  the  general  attitude 
of  The  Methodist  Church  on  the  matter  of  race  relations.  While  its  word¬ 
ing,  in  some  places,  is  a  little  more  direct  than  former  statements,  it  re¬ 
mains,  however,  that  the  most  direct  positive  statement  it  contains  is  a 
quotation  from  the  Episcopal  Address  of  1952,  and  is  of  course  four  years 
old. 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  Delegations 
At  General  Conference 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Front  row,  I  to  r,  clerical  delegates,  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule,  Hope,  and  Dr.  Aubrey  G. 
Walton,  Little  Rock. 

Second  row,  I  to  r,  lay  delegates,  Roland  Shelton  and  Alton  Raney,  both  of  Little  Rock. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Front  row,  I  to  r,  clerical  delegates,  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Guy  M. 
Hicks,  Ruston,  Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter,  Covington,  and  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans. 

Second  row,  I  to  r,  lay  delegates,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  Judge  Robert 
O'Neal,  Shreveport,  and  J.  N.  Fomby,  Alexandria.  Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam,  was  not 
present  when  picture  was  made. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

Front  row,  I  to  r,  Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  Fort  Smith,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L  Bearden 
Fayetteville,  and  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen,  Jonesboro. 
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Second  row,  I  to  r,  Charles  Shiveley,  Forrest  City,  Charles  A.  Stuck,  Jonesboro,  and 
.  Matt  L.  Ellis*  Conway. 


In  adopting  this  report  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  did  not  extend  new 
privileges  or  impose  new  obligations 
on  any  race.  It  simply  states  a 
Christian  ideal  toward  which  it 
recommends  The  Methodist  Church 
move  “with  reasonable  speed”.  This 
is  a  resolution  and  not  a  law.  Hence 
it  makes  no  changes  in  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  church  membership. 

It  is  true  at  the  present  time,  as 
it  has  been  throughout  the  history 
of  Methodism,  that  there  is  no 
church  law  that  prevents  a  white 
person  from  joining  the  church  of  a 
colored  congregation  or  a  colored 
person  from  joining  the  church  of 
a  white  congregation.  Segregation 
in  the  local  Methodist  church  is 
not  now,  nor  has  it  ever  been,  a 
matter  of  Church  law.  It  has  been 
a  matter  of  custom.  That  is  just  as 
true  since  the  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  as  it  was  before  it 
met. 

The  Constitutional  Amendment 

The  other  action  of  the  General 
Conference  on  the  race  question 
came  in  the  adoption  of  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  constitution  of  our 
church.  To  become  law  amendments 
to  the  constitution  must  have  a 
2/3  majority  vote  of  the  General 
Conference  and  also  of  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  several  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  in  Methodism,  white  and 
colored,  home  and  foreign. 

This  amendment,  adopted  almost 
unanimously  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  provides  for  the  transfer  of 
a  local  church  from  one  Annual 
Conference  to  another  and  also  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  transfer  of  an  Annual 
Conference  from  one  Jurisdiction  to 
another  Jurisdiction.  This  legisla¬ 
tion,  if  it  becomes  law,  is  not  di¬ 
rective  but  permissive.  In  all  cases 
there  must  be  a  2/3  majority  vote 
by  all*  parties  involved. 

The  purpose  of  this  amendment 
is  to  allow  the  various  sections  of 
our  church  in  different  parts  of  the 
nation  to  work  this  question  out  in 
the  manner  best  suited  to  that  par¬ 
ticular  area.  Certainly  Methodism 
has  enough  of  the  spirit  of  democ¬ 
racy  to  allow  decisions  to  be  made 
by  a  2/3  vote. 

Let  us  remember,  however,  that 
this  proposed  amendment  is  not  yet 
the  law  of  the  church.  Nevertheless 
it  is  a  common  feeling  that  it  will 
be  adopted  by  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  since  the  amendment  simply 
allows  each  section  of  the  church 
In  deal  with  the  race  question  in 
the  manner  2/3  of  its  people  desire. 
It  is  likely  the  feeling  of  all  of  us 
that  whatever  2/3  of  our  people  in 
any  section  of  the  church  want,  in  a 
Matter  of  policy,  they  should  have. 

Under  the  final  clause  of  the  a- 
mendment,  the  Central  Jurisdiction 
would  be  “abolished”  when  all  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  of  the  Jurisdiction 
have  been  transferred  to  other  Jur- 
'sdictions.  This  division  of  the  a- 
mendment  simply  provides  for  the 
removal  from  the  Discipline  of  that 
Portion  of  the  constitution  which 
now  provides  for  the  Central /Jur¬ 
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isdiction  when  and  if  all  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  as  it  now  exists,  have  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  Jurisdictions. 

The  Legislation  follows: 

Committee  On  State  of  the  Church 

The  teaching  of  our  Lord  is  that  all  men 
are  brothers.  The  Master  permits  no  dis¬ 
crimination  because  of  race,  color  or 
national  origin. 

The  position  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
long  held  and  frequently  declared,  is  an 
amplification  of  our  Lord's  teaching.  “To 
discriminate  against  a  person  solely  upon 
the  basis  of  his  race  is  both  unfair  and 
unchristian.  Every  child  of  God  is  en¬ 
titled  to  that  place  in  society  which  he  has 
won  by  his  industry  and  his  character.  To 
deny  that  position  of  honor  because  of 
the  accident  of  his  birth  is  neither  honest 
democracy  nor  good  religion.”  (The  Epis¬ 
copal  Address,  1952  and  1956) _ 

There  must  be  no  place  in  The  Methodist 
Church  for  racial  discrimination  or  en¬ 
forced  segregation.  Recognizing  that  we 
have  not  attained  this  goal,  yet  rejoicing 
in  the  progress  made,  we  recommend  that 
discrimination  or  segregation  by  any 
method  or  practice,  whether  it  be  con¬ 
ference  structure  or  otherwise,  in  The 
Methodist  Church  be  abolished  with  rea¬ 
sonable  speed. 

There  is  a  changing  racial  climate  in 
our  world,  largely  growing  out  of  the 
teachings  of  the  Christian  church.  The 
conscience  of  society  has  become  in¬ 
creasingly  sensitive  regarding  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  and  injustice.  Methodists 
unite  with  people  of  all  lands  and  all 
faiths  in  a  determined  effort  to  eliminate 
these  unchristian  practices.  We  look  to 
the  ultimate  establishment  of  a  truly 
Christian  society. 

The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  relative  to  segregation 
make  necessary  far-reaching  and  often 
difficult  community  readjustments  through¬ 
out  the  naiton.  We  call  upon  our  people 
to  effect  these  adjustments  in  all  good 
faith,  with  brotherliness  and  patience.  In 
doing  this  all  racial  groups  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  admit  their  imperfections  and  seek 
to  correct  them.  Let  these  things,  how¬ 
ever,  be  done  in  love  lest  the  cause  of 
Christ  suffer  at  our  hands. 

It  is  our  desire  to  accomplish  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  Christian  brotherhood  and  full  par¬ 
ticipation  by  all  in  every  aspect  of  the 
church’s  life.  We  join  other  people  of 
good  will  around  the  world  in  moving 
toward  the  day  when  all  races  shall  share 
richly  without  discrimination  or  segrega¬ 
tion  in  the  good  things  of  life.  Therefore 
we  resolutely  go  forward  with  the  work 
begun  with  respect  to  race  relations  in  the 
church  and  in  our  world. 

In  this  spirit,  we  recommend  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

1.  That  the  institutions  of  the  church, 
local  churches,  colleges,  universities, 
theological  schools,  publishing  agencies, 
hospitals  and  homes  carefully  restudy 
their  policies  and  practices  as  they  relate 
to  race,  making  certain  that  these  policies 
and  practices  are  Christian. 

2.  That  Methodists  in  their  homes,  in 
their  work,  in  their  churches  and  in  their 
communities  actively  work  to  eliminate 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
or  national  origin.  That  parents,  teachers 
and  others  who  work  with  children  and 
youth  help  create  attitudes  which  make  it 
easy  to  live  in  harmony  with  those  of 
other  races. 

3.  That  Methodist  churches  in  changing 
neighborhoods,  rather  than  seeking  new 
locations,  early  prepare  their  people  to 
welcome  into  their  fellowship  all  races 
as  they  become  a  part  of  their  community. 

That  our  pastors  upon  whom  rests  the 
responsibility  of  receiving  individuals  into 
church  membership,  discharge  that  re¬ 
sponsibility  without  regard  to  race,  color, 
or  national  origin. 

4.  That  Methodists  at  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  meetings  of  the  church  make 
provision  for  equality  of  accommodations 
for  all  races,  without  discrimination  or 
segregation. 

5.  That  our  bishops,  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  pastors  and  lay  leaders  seek 
ways  for  the  implementation  of  fraternal 
relations  between  the  Central  Jurisdiction 
and  other  jurisdictions,  where  they  are 
adjacent,  by  closer  cooperation  at  annual 
and  district  conferences  and  local  church 
levels. 

That  the  many  racial  and  national 
groups  which  make  up  our  Methodist 
world  fellowship  be  afforded  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  without  discrimination  to  enjoy 
full  participation  in  all  the  activities  of 
the  church. 


Commiiiee  On  Conferences 

Report  No.  1 

Subject:  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMEND- 
MENT  PROVIDING  FOR  TRANSFER  OF 
CHURCHES  OR  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCES  FROM  ONE  JURISDICTION  TO 
ANOTHER. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Methodist  Church 
shall  be  amended  by  adding  a  new  Article 
to  be  known  as  Article  V  of  Division  Two, 
Section  VIII  and  to  read  as  follows : 

(a)  A  local  church  may  transfer  from 
one  Annual  Conference  to  another  in  which 
it  is  geographically  located  upon  approval 
by  a  2/3  vote  of  those  present  and  voting 
in  each  of  the  following: 

1.  The  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  local 
church. 

2.  A  Church  Conference  of  the  local 
church. 

3.  Each  of  the  two  Annual  Conferences 
involved. 


The  vote  shall  be  certified  by  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  the  specified  Conferences  to  the 
Bishops  having  supervision  of  the  Annual 
Conferences  involved,  and  upon  their  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  required  majorities  the 
transfer  shall  immediately  be  effective. 

(b)  An  Annual  Conference  may  transfer 
from  one  Jurisdiction  to  another  upon 
approval  by: 

1.  The  Annual  Conference  desiring 
transfer,  by  a  2/3  majority  of  Annual 
Conference  members  present  and  voting 
The  Secretary  of  the  Conference  shali 
certify  the  vote  to  the  College  of  Bishops 
of  the  Jurisdiction  of  which  the  Confer¬ 
ence  has  been  a  part. 

2.  The  remainder  of  the  Jurisdiction 
from  which  transfer  is  to  be  made  by  a 
2/3  majority  of  the  total  of  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  members  present  and  voting.  The 
vote  shall  be  taken  in  the  other  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  Jurisdiction  and  certi- 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


Salt  Of  The  Earth 


It  is  a  very  genuine  tribute  which  we  pay  to  a  person  when  we  call 
him  “the  salt  of  the  earth.”  We  use  this  expression  only  of  those  whom 
we  know  pretty  well,  for  it  is  a  compliment  which  grows  out  of  companion¬ 
ship.  Those  whom  we  call  “the  salt  of  the  earth”  are  the  friends  who  make 
fellowship  enjoyable,  who  keep  the  milk  of  human 
kindness  flowing,  who  put  flavor  and  tang  into  the  life 
around  them. 

And  this  is  the  tribute  which  Jesus  paid  His  follow¬ 
ers.  He  said  to  them,  “Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.” 

To  get  the  full  force  of  the  figure,  let  us  consider 
the  functions  of  salt.  For  one  thing,  salt  is  a  subtle 
substance  which  brings  out  the  flavor  of  that  with 
which  it  is  mixed.  Salt  is  an  element  which  other 
things,  even  the  earth,  seems  to  require  in  order  to  be 
and  remain  themselves.  When  salt  is  added  to  food 
in  proper  proportions,  it  does  not  call  attention  to  itself 
but  brings  out  the  natural  taste  of  the  article  seasoned.  It  makes  the  egg 
taste  more  like  an  egg;  it  makes  the  carrot  taste  more  like  a  carrot — how¬ 
ever  desirable  that  may  be!  But  when  salt  so  dominates  a  dish  that  we 
become  conscious  of  it,  then  it  detracts.  So  is  it  with  persons,  who  are  the 
salt  of  the  earth.  They  do  not  call  attention  to  themselves.  They  do  not 
dominate  others,  but  rather  they  help  others  to  be  more  truly  and  richly 
themselves. 

We  should  subject  all  our  closest  human  relationships  to  the  “salt” 
test.  Are  we  overshadowing  or  enriching  the  personalities  of  those  we 
love?  I  knew  a  girl  who  was  radiant,  able,  vivacious.  Now  after  twenty 
years  she  has  become  a  pale  copy  of  her  dominating  husband.  Emerson 
once  observed  a  father  trying  to  make  his  son  into  a  pattern  of  himself. 
And  he  rebuked  the  parent,  saying,  “You  know  and  I  know  and  God  knows 
that  one  like  you  is  enough  for  the  world.” 

Another  trait  of  salt  is  that  it  penetrates  what  it  touches.  It  is  an  active 


agent.  It  is  not  like  a  sponge,  absorbing  what  is  around  it,  but  rather  t 
pervasive,  giving  out  its  seasoning  power.  So  it  is  with  persons  who”  ‘S 
the  salt  of  the  earth.  They  are  not  mere  absorbents.  They  do  not  i 
They  spread  influence.  ponge.| 

Since  the  war  we  have  heard  much  in  our  search  for  subversive 
fluences  about  “guilt  by  association”.  We  say  that  a  person  is  judged  'k' 
the  company  he  keeps.  If  one  associates  with  sinners  he  must  be  a  sin  ^ 
too.  But  Jesus  was  “a  friend  of  sinners”.  The  test  is,  Is  the  goodness^! 
the  good  dynamic  enough  to  redeem  the  badness  of  the  bad?  The  sins  °! 
society  will  not  be  cleansed  by  lily-white  aloofness  but  by  creative  virt 
which  “overcomes  evil  with  good.”  Ue 

Again,  salt  is  a  preservative.  It  checks  deterioration.  The  forces  a 
decay  are  ever  at  work.  Our  social  circles  have  a  tendency  to  disintegratl 
our  reforms  are  prone  to  run  down;  our  enthusiasms  quickly  go  souf 
To  check  with  all  this  we  need  those  who  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  jesuJ 
did  not  say  “Ye  are  the  sugar  of  the  earth.”  There  is  a  temporary  sweet! 
ness  which  tomorrow  turns  sour;  but  there  is  a  saltness  which  keeps  thine 
sweet.  That  is  what  the  Christian’s  influence  is  to  be — not  a  sentimental 
ism  which  sugarcoats  the  bitter  facts  of  life,  but  a  salty  realism  which  to¬ 
day  may  not  seem  so  pleasant  but  tomorrow  keeps  things  unspoiled. 

Such  then,  is  the  sweeping  and  forceful  figure  Jesus  used  when  Hei 
said  to  His  followers:  “Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.”  Any  casual  spectator! 
looking  at  that  little  company  gathered  around  the  Galilean  Carpenter! 
would  surely  have  predicted  that  in  a  few  years  the  little  flurry  would  bel 
forgotten.  But  nineteen  centuries  have  passed  and  the  salt  has  not  lost  its| 
savor. 

As  a  boy  on  the  farm  I  saw  how  a  little  country  church  uplifted  the! 
moral  standards  of  a  rural  community.  As  a  young  man  I  watched  the! 
work  of  the  church  in  a  county  seat  town.  It  was  the  center  of  the  social 
and  cultural  life.  Even  in  the  great  city  where  my  adult  life  has  been! 
lived  and  where  the  churches  crouch  under  the  eaves  of  the  skyscrapers! 
religion  still  leavens  the  civic  spirit. 

On  May  20,  we  shall  unveil  the  bust  of  Woodrow  Wilson  in  America's! 
Hall  of  Fame.  Almost  his  last  words  were:  “The  sum  of  the  matter  is  this.' 
We  shall  not  be  saved  materially  unless  we  are  redeemed  spiritually.” 
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W.  W.  Reid  § 


“GOD  IS  A  CONSUMING  FIRE” 

The  whole  book  of  Hebrews  is  valuable 
reading  for  the  Christian.  There  are  many  sub¬ 
lime  passages,  and  many  simple,  earthly  ones. 
They  all  give  the  reader  encouragement  as  well 
as  warning.  The  twelfth  chapter  is  one  of  the 
best.  It  starts  and  ends  on  high  notes  of  spir¬ 
ituality.  The  last  words  of  the  chapter  are,  “Our 
God  is  a  consuming  fire.” 

At  first  thought  one  is  tempted  to  think 
that  this  seeming  harsh  threat  hardly  belongs 
with  the  words  that  precede  and  follow.  How 
can  I  relate  brotherly  love  with  the  idea  of  a 
God  of  fire  who  consumes  all  in  His  path?  If 
God  has  the  stability  to  give  us  a  kingdom  “that 
cannot  be  shaken”,  how  then  can  this  consuming 
fire  be  a  part  of  eternal  dependability? 

Because  fire  has  always  struck  man  with  a 
sense  of  awe,  man  has  always  feared  it.  And 
why  not?  Fire  as  a  mode  of  punishment  meant 
horrors  for  the  condemned  person.  It  threw 
terror  into  the  heart  of  early  man  as  he  saw  vast 
prairies  or  woodlands  licked  up  by  the  destroy¬ 
ing  tongues  of  flame  that  leaped  from  field  to 
field,  or  from  tree  to  tree.  If  God  is  this  sort  of 
a  consuming  fire,  then  man  should  run  and  hide 
from  Him  lest  God  throw  His  destroying  darts 
of  fire  at  man  when  the  whim  seized  Him. 

But  fire  is  not  only  a  destroying  agent.  It 
has  many  good  uses.  The  old  steam  locomotives 
are  rapidly  leaving  our  world,  but  we  should  al¬ 
ways  remember  that  the  wheels  could  not  roll, 
or  the  load  could  not  be  hauled  unless  the 
engineer  had  a  “head  of  steam”  in  the  boiler. 
Fire  consumed  coal  or  oil  in  the  steam  loco¬ 
motive.  Fire  in  the  powerful  diesel  engines  of 
today  consumes  oil  in  the  same  manner.  But  the 
result  of  this  consumption  of  fuel  is  power  to 
pull  trains  at  great  speeds,  banging  food  and 
comfort  to  millions  across  a  great  land.  .  .  Fire 
also  creates  light.  The  white  light  in  the  electric 
globe  that  lights  my  typewriter  as  I  write  these 
lines,  is  a  consuming  fire,  because  in  a  few  weeks 
the  globes  are  “burned  out”.  Fire  has  consumed 
them.  But  while  they  burned  brightly,  they 
brought  comfort,  convenience,  and  guidance 
during  the  night  hours.  Fire  also  is  a  great 
purifier.  Every  metal  that  we  have  is  either 
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MATERIAL  WEALTH  AND  CHRISTIAN 
CULTURE 

The  preacher  was  saying  the  other  day  that 
“mankind  has  made  more  progress  in  civiliza¬ 
tion  in  the  past  fifty  years  than  in  several 
centuries  previous.”  And  then  he  went  on  to 
specify  “progress  in  civilization”  as:  the  auto¬ 
mobile,  the  radio,  television,  the  airplane,  motion 
pictures,  etc. 

But  this  great  wealth,  which  the  preacher 
defined  (as  most  of  us  do)  as  “progress,”  comes 
in  for  sharp  criticism  in  many  areas  and  for 
varied  reasons.  Professor  Reinhold  Niebuhr — in 
a  study  made  for  the  U.S.  National  Commission 
for  UNESCO — points  out  the  two  main  problems 
this  “progress”  or  “wealth”  has  created  for 
Americans.  The  first  is  the  economic-moral 
question  we  have  scarcely  begun  to  face  up  to: 
that  we  (Americans)  have  two  to  ten  times  the 
living  standards  (“things”)  that  any  nation  any¬ 
where  else  in  the  world  enjoys,  and  that  the 
obligation  is  upon  us  "to  use  that  wealth  in  a 
way  sufficiently  generous  to  support  the  weaker 
nations,  yet  to  make  no  claims  to  generosity.” 

Up  to  the  present,  while  we  have  given  “aid” 
to  some  other  nations,  they  have  been  critical 
of  that  “aid”:  it  has  been  made  necessary,  they 
say,  by  our  tariff  barriers,  and  has  been  tied  to 
military  or  economic  advantage  to  ourselves. 

The  second  problem,  Professor  Niebuhr  says, 
is  largely  spiritual.  We  are,  our  critics  say,  so 
occupied  with  the  economic  goals  of  life,  and 
with  our  zooming  technology,  that  we  have 
neglected  the  really  worthy  goals  of  life.  We 
have  been  so  satisfied  with  paths  that  seem 
pleasant  that  we  have  lost  track  of  where  we  are 
going  and  how  we  really  get  there. 

“We  speak  affectionately  and  even  reverent- 


captured  from  some  form  of  clay,  or  raised 
to  greater  percentages  of  purity  by  fire  that 
consumes  impurities.  God  is  a  “consuming  fire”. 
To  some  it  may  be  the  fire  of  total  destruction. 
But  to  many  who  permit  His  divine  fire  to  come 
into  their  lives,  it  means  power,  light  of  under¬ 
standing  and  compassion,  and  purification  for 
better  service  to  God’s  children. 


ly  of  the  ‘American  way  of  life’,”  says  Professor 
Niebuhr;  “and  we  regard  freedom  and  justice  as 
the  chief  virtues  of  that  ‘way’;  but  we  also  think 
of  good  plumbing  as  a  part  of  it.  In  short,  we 
cannot  hide  from  ourselves,  and  certainly  cannot 
deny  the  charge  of  our  critics,  that  our  ‘civiliza¬ 
tion’  may  be  so  impressive  because  our  ‘culture’ 
is  defective  when  judged  by  the  standards  of 
culture  in  general. 

“We  live  by  a  religious  faith  which  affirms 
that  ‘a  man’s  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance 
of  the  things  which  he  possesseth.’  Such  a  faith 
pressed  too  consistently  may  lead  to  an  aesthetic 
life  denial  or  at  least  a  denial  of  the  ordinary 
comforts  of  life.  But  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  our  culture  has  not  lost  that  essential 
religious  reservation  about  the  goals  of  life 
which  prevent  a  too-great  preoccupation  with 
the  goods  of  life.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this 
trend  in  our  culture  can  be  reversed  even  by  the 
most  potent  religious  revival;  and  it  is  equally 
questionable  whether  such  a  reversal  would  be 
serviceable  either  to  ourselves  or  to  the  world 
at  this  juncture  of  history.  It  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  most  of  our  critics  would  like  to  have 
some  of  the  comforts  and  dimensions  of  natural 
well-being  for  which  they  criticize  us!” 

I  am  glad  the  Professor  said  “sorrlfe  of  the 
comforts.”  For  it  is  one  of  the  surprises  that 
Americans  travelling  abroad  have  difficulty  in 
comprehending  that  many  (if  not  most)  people 
in  other  lands  do  not  want  the  abundance  oj 
things  that  we  possess.  To  many  Europeans  they 
would  be  encumbrances.  And,  indeed,  many  of 
our  own  people  would  also  say  that  our  wealth  is 
an  encumbrance  to  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

A  recent  message  of  an  economic  study  con¬ 
ference  of  American  churchmen  (mostly  lay¬ 
men)  put  it  rather  mildly:  “There  is  no  necessary 
contradiction  between  an  economy  of  abundance 
and  the  principles  of  Christian  living.  But  the 
Christian  must  always  realize  that  it  (abundance 
of  things)  does  not  necessarily  contribute  to  the 
‘more  abundant  life’.” 

Professor  Niebuhr  has  suggested  in  other 
words  some  antidotes  to  the  perils  of  wealth  as 
outlined  by  the  study  conference:  Christians 
should  support  and  give  generously  for  human 
welfare  at  home  and  overseas;  <  should  promote 
tolerance,  understanding  and  peace;  should 
major  in  providing  for  children  everywhere, 
should  not  waste  goods  but  conserve  for  future 
generations.  And  then  the  group  noted:  ^ 
abundance  makes  us  vain,  boastful,  possessive 
or  intolerant,  our  culture,  fn  spite  of  its  Christian 
inheritance,  will  go  the  way  of  many  cultures 
of  the  past.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


North  Arkansas  Conference  Leaders  Are  Now 
Pondering  The  Question 

Can  We  Improve  Our 
Pension  Program? 

A  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  PRESENT  PENSION  PROGRAM  AND 
A  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  CONFERENCE  CONSIDERATION 

By  HAROLD  D.  WOMACK,  Rogers 
Chairman  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 
North  Arkansas  Conference 


IT  may  not  be  common  knowledge  among  the 
laity  of  our  Conference,  nor  well  known  by 
all  the  active  clergy,  that  the  Pension  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  is 
far  from  satisfactory.  But  many  a  retired  min¬ 
ister,  his  widow  or  dependent  children,  is  justi¬ 
fied  in  asking  the  question,  “Can  anything  be 
done  which  will  help  our  situation?” 

The  Present  Situation 

Just  what  is  the  situation?  Herewith  is 
shown  a  table  which  reflects  the  rather  shameful 
way  in  which  we  are  neglecting  the  time- 
honored  servants  of  the  church  to  whom  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  owe  an  obligation  of  adequate  support. 

Retired  Conference  Members  received  pay¬ 
ments  in  1954-55  as  follows: 


23  received  less  than  $900. 

16  received  between  $900  and  $1,199... 
15  received  between  $1,200  and  $1,499. 
7  received  between  $1,500  and  $1,699. 
1  received  more  than  $1,700 


62  received  an  average  of  $999. 


Of  the  70  Widows  of  Conference  Members  all 
but  8  received  less  than  $900  and  none  more 
than  $1,200.  None  of  the  Retired  Supply  Min¬ 
isters,  Widows  of  Supply  Ministers  or  Dependent 
Children  received  more  than  $900  last  year.  . 

Would  you  say  that  we  are  fulfilling  our 
obligation  to  provide  a  comfortable  support  for 
our  ministers  during  their  lifetime  and  for  their 
widows  and  dependent  children  after  their 
death?  Paragraph  1615  of  the  1952  Discipline 
reads: 

“Assumption  of  the  obligations  M  the  min¬ 
istry  required  to  be  made  at  the  time  of  his 
admission  to  membership  in  an  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  puts  upon  the  church  the  inevitable 
counter-obligation  of  providing  a  comforta¬ 
ble  support  for  the  minister  during  the 
period  of  his  membership  in  an  Annual 
Conference  and  for  his  widow  and  de¬ 
pendent  children  after  his  death;  but  such 
counter-obligation  with  reference  to  these 
benefits  shall  not  be  construed  as  contract¬ 
ual  unless  and  until  provisions  shall  have 
been  made  therefor  on  an  actuarial  re¬ 
serve  basis.” 

Our  present  plan  for  pensions  is  not  on  a 
“reserve  basis”.  Instead,  we  come  under  a  plan 
known  as  the  “Current”  or  “Annuity  Rate  Pen¬ 
sion  Plan”.  Under  this  alternate  plan,  the  amount 
of  one’s  pension  depends  primarily  upon  two 
factors — years  of  service  and  the  annuity  rate. 


“The  annuity  rate  shall  mean  the  sum  de¬ 
termined  annually  by  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  payable  as  an  annuity  for  each  year  of 
approved  service  of  a  retired  minister 
rendered  in  the  Methodist  Church”.  (Dis¬ 
cipline,  Par.  1618,  5) 

Based  on  the  principle  that  a  retired  min¬ 
ister’s  pension  should  be  related  to  the  fluctu¬ 
ating  cost  of  living  which  is  reflected  in  the 
salaries  paid  effective  ministers,  and  therefore 
when  salaries  are  high,  and  the  cost  of  living 
correspondingly  high,  each  retired  minister’s 
pension  should  be  more,  while  when  fewer  dol¬ 
lars  will  buy  as  much,  the  pension  in  dollars, 
but  not  in  purchasing  power,  might  well  be  less, 
the  Discipline  recommends  that  every  Confer¬ 
ence  operating  under  the  Annuity  Rate  Pension 
Plan  should  adopt,  as  a  minimum,  an  annuity 
rate  equal  to  1  per  cent  of  the  average  salary  of 
its  effective  men,  which  includes  15  per  cent  for 
house  rent,  said  rate  to  be  figured  by  the  Board 
of  Pensions  biennially. 

Theoretically,  we  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  have  a  plan  which  is  uniform,  yet 
flexible  enough  in  its  application  to  vary  with 
the  fluctuating  cost  of  living  as  reflected  by 
the  average  salary  of  effective  men  in  our  Con¬ 
ference,  and  supposed  to  provide  our  retired, 
widowed  and  orphaned  with  a  comfortable  in¬ 
come. 

But  practically,  as  you  can  well  see  from  the 
table  of  payments  to  these  pensioners,  either  the 
plan  or  our  execution  of  it  is  not  measuring  up. 
Why  not? 

The  Problem 

The  trouble  rests  first  with  our  choice  of  a 
Pension  Plan,  and  secondly  in  not  half-way  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  plan  we  have  adopted.  We  are  not 
paying  what  the  Discipline  provides  should  be 
paid  under  this  plan  and  not  even  the  Temporary 
rate  which  has  been  provided  for  the  South 
Central  and  Southeastern  Jurisdictions.  The 
Temporary  minimum  rate  is  an  amount  equal  to 
one  per  cent  of  the  average  cash  salary  without 
adding  the  fifteen  per  cent  for  house  rent.  Our 
Disciplinary  rate  for  this  year  is  $43  per  service 
year.  Our  Temporary  rate  is  $37  per  service 
year.  We  are  actually  paying  only  $33.  Next 
year  the  Disciplinary  rate  will  advance  to  $45 
per  service  year  and  the  Temporary  rate  to  $39 
and  we  will  probably  pay  $34  which  will  be  $5 
below  the  minimum  desired  and  $11  less  than 
the  Disciplinary  rate. 

No  doubt  the  question  arises  at  this  point, 
“Why  are  we  not  paying  the  proper  rate?”  In 
its  simplest  form  the  answer  is,  “Insufficient  in¬ 
come”. 

A  glance  at  last  year’s  Conference  Journal 
and  the  Treasurer’s  Report  of  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
ference  Claimants  will  show  that  the  major 
source  of  income  was  $108,505  from  the  churches 
of  the  Conference.  This  came  from  a  16  per  cent 
apportionment  against  the  amount  paid  the  min¬ 
isters.  This  percentage  is  about  average  or  a 
little  above.  27  of  the  34  conferences  in  our 


area  now  carry  apportionments  from  15  per  cent 
to  18  per  cent,  and  only  two  of  these  are  assess¬ 
ing  the  top  percentage,  one  has  a  17  %  per  cent 
levy  and  three  are  at  the  17  per  cent  level.  Our 
ministers  are  making  a  nice  contribution,  last 
year  $8,610,  which  for  each  pastor  averaged  1.25 
per  cent  of  his  salary.  Other  revenues  from  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  locally  invested 
funds  and  sundry  amounted  to  approximately 
$8,700.  The  remainder  of  our  income,  about 
$7,200,  came  from  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
represents  largely  income  from  Invested  Funds. 

Lack  of  Sufficient  Invested  Funds 

It  is  at  this  last  point  that  we  are  falling 
short.  We  have  so  little  of  Invested  Funds.  The 
Methodist  Average  of  such  is  $650,000.  The  min¬ 
imum  goal  set  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
is  $500,000.  We  have  only  $53,652,  less  than  18 
per  cent  of  the  Jurisdictional  goal,  and  rank 
third  from  the  bottom  of  the  list.  Only  the  Rio 
Grande  and  Cuban  Conferences  are  below  us. 

It  is  true  that  our  service  load  of  22  years 
per  effective  minister  is  about  average,  but  we 
cannot  meet  the  Disciplinary  rate,  much  less 
the  temporary  rate,  without  increasing  the  com¬ 
bined  percentages  levied  against  minister’s  sal¬ 
aries  to  26%  per  cent,  or  increase  the  amount  of 
our  invested  Funds  to  approximately  $1,250,000, 
or  work  out  some  compromise.  In  either  event, 
to  achieve  the  desired  Disciplinary  rate,  our  in¬ 
come  must  increase  about  $49,000  a  year,  or 
$4,100  per  dollar  annuity  rate  increase. 

Problems  Being  Studied 

This  matter  was  recently  under  discussion 
by  members  of  our  World  Service  and  Finance 
Commission  with  representatives  of  the  Board 
of  Conference  Claimants  present.  The  Board  of 
Conference  Claimants  recommended  increasing 
our  Invested  Funds  by  means  of  an  endowment 
campaign.  Some  members  of  the  Commission 
favored  a  percentage  increase.  No  final  decision 
was  reached,  leaving  it  for  further  study. 

In  that  study  it  should  be  carefully  noted 
that  any  percentage  short  of  a  major  increase 
above  the  present  level  would  provide  only 
very  temporary  improvement.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  raising  of  Invested  Funds  would  make 
possible  as  much  or  more  improvement  in  the 
present  situation  and  also  provide  a  sizable  start 
toward  sufficient  funds  necessary  to  change  from 
the  present  somewhat  unsatisfactory  plan  to  the 
Reserve  Plan,  which  is  expected  to  eventually 
supersede  because  it  offers  those  men  who  come 
under  it  a  better  income  and  greater  security. 

If  it  seems  that  the  cost  of  improving  our 
program  is  too  large,  it  might  be  well  to  remem¬ 
ber  what  Dr.  Charles  L.  Calkins  of  the  Chicago 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  said  in  the  last 
Missouri  Territory  meeting  in  Memphis:  “the 
cost  seems  to  be  large  because  of  an  accrued 
pension  load  concerning  which  nothing  or  little 
has  been  done  for  50  years  .  .  .  The  large  part 
of  the  financing  represents  an  overdue  obliga¬ 
tion.” 

A  Recommendation 

We  not  only  have  a  job  of  “catching-up”  to 
do,  but  also  must  work  out  a  better  way  of 
keeping  up.  Hence  the  recommendation  of  our 
Board  that  we  take  steps  during  this  quad- 
rennium  which  will  insure  an  improvement  in 
our  Pension  Program.  To  achieve  this  end  we 
propose  during  the  quadrennium  to  raise  $400,- 
000  which  will  produce  an  annual  revenue  of 
$17,000,  when  it  has  all  been  paid  in,  and  permit 
us  to  increase  our  rate  a  dollar  a  year  throughout 
the  four  year  period,  thus  placing  us  within 
grasp  of  the  Temporary  rate  by  the  beginning 
of  the  next  quadrennium.  Meanwhile  we  can  be 
deciding  whether  we  want  to  convert  to  the 
Reserve  Pension  Plan  or  not. 
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DR.  BEN  OLIPHINT,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  was  the  principal 
speaker  at  a  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Parent- 
Teacher  Convention  which  was  held  in  Monroe 
April  20th. 

THE  DOYLINE  METHODIST  CHURCH  held  a 
fish  fry  for  the  members  of  the  school 
faculty  at  the  Lake  Bistineau  State  Park  on 
Wednesday,  May  2.  About  85  people  attended 
the  affair. 

REV.  FRED  S.  FLURRY,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette,  was  the 
preacher  in  a  week  of  evangelistic  services  at  the 
Zachary  Methodist  Church,  April  22-29.  Rev. 
James  W.  Ailor  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DAVIDSON  BROWN,  district  lay  leader  of  the 
Ruston  District,  spoke  at  the  evening  service 
at  McIntyre  on  Sunday,  April  29.  He  also  spoke 
to  the  men’s  group  before  the  service  and  helped 
to  organize  a  new  Methodist  Men’s  Club. 

THE  CHILDREN’S  DIVISION  of  the  McIntyre 
Methodist  Church  presented  a  Children’s 
Day  program  on  April  29  at  the  9:30  a.m.  service. 
The  theme  of  the  program  was  “This  Is  My 
Church.” 

PROCEEDS  from  a  Tom  Thumb  Wedding  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Nursery,  Kindergarten  and 
Primary  Departments  of  the  Church  School  of 
St.  Bernard  Methodist  Church  on  May  11  were 
placed  in  the  fund  for  the  educational  building. 

TRINITY  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Ruston,  an¬ 
nounces  that  the  morning  services  of  the 
church  is  being  broadcast  during  May  and  June 
through  the  courtesy  of  radio  station  KRUS. 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor. 

REV.  HUGH  BAKER,  associate  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  was 
the  preacher  in  evangelistic  services  at  the 
Grand  River  Methodist  Church  April  29  through 
May  4.  Rev.  Bob  McCammon  is  pastor  of  the 
Grand  River  Church. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  lay  leader  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  will  speak  to  the  Kansas  laymen 
at  their  annual  meeting  at  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
on  Thursday,  June  7.  Mr.  Lay  will  also  speak 
to  the  Annual  Conference  of  Kansas  on  the 
same  day. 

AN  OLDER  ADULT  CAMP  for  the  Monroe  and 
Ruston  Districts  was  held  at  Chemin-A-Haut 
on  May  15-17.  Workers  included  Rev.  Jolly 
Harper,  Rev.  Jack  Midyett,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Harris  and  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples.  Rev.  Ralph  Cain 
was  in  charge  of  the  camp. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  is  made  that  the  evangel¬ 
istic  services  which  were  to  have  been  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe, 
May  21-27,  have  been  postponed  due  to  an  emer¬ 
gency  operation  undergone  by  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
pastor  of  Cedar  Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  who  was  to  have  held  the  services. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  May  Fellowship  Day 
luncheon  which  was  held  at  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Shreveport  on  Friday,  May  4. 
The  observance  is  sponsored  by  the  United 
Church  Women. 

RS.  S.  M.  RUSS,  member  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  been  named 
“Church  Woman  of  the  Year”  by  the  United 
Church  Women  of  Baton  Rouge.  Mrs.  Russ  is  a 
past  president  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  and  has  been  a  leader  in  the  Church 
School. 

HE  OAKDALE  METHODIST  CHURCH  cele¬ 
brated  National  Music  Week  with  a  special 
program  at  the  church  on  Sunday  evening,  May 
6.  Soloists  were  Mrs.  Olive  Owen,  Miss  Mary 
Nan  Stanley,  Miss  Judy  Boxer,  S.  W.  Baldwin 
and  William  Parks.  Mrs.  H.  O.  Cain  was  organist. 
Scripture  was  read  by  Mrs.  Weldon  Lynch  and 
Rev.  Sam  Holiday,  pastor,  led  in  prayer. 


THE  CHORUS  CHOIR  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  under  the  direction  of  Mar¬ 
shall  Bretz,  presented  Faure’s  “Requiem”  on 
Sunday  evening,  May  6.  Mr.  Bretz  played 
“Symphonic  Variations”  by  Cesar  Franck  on  the 
piano,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Bretz  on  the  organ. 
“Panis  Angelicus”  by  Franck  was  sung  by  Henry 
Clay  Hornsby,  guest  tenor  soloist. 

HAPLAIN  HAL  CARRUTH  of  Fort  Polk 
preached  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder  at  both  the  morning  and  evening 
service  on  Sunday,  April  29.  Chaplain  Carruth 
has  just  returned  from  three  years  spent  in 
Japan  and  Korea.  Before  entering  military  serv¬ 
ice  he  served  for  12  years  as  dean  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Bob  Jones  University  in 
Greenville,  S.  C.  > 

REV.  EDWARD  W.  HARRIS,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  dedi¬ 
cated  the  new  Clear  Creek  educational  annex 
and  renovated  sanctuary  on  Sunday,  April  29. 
Lawrence  Williams,  superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  and  Dr.  W.  J.  Roberts,  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  made  the  presentation  for 
dedication.  Rev.  George  W.  Harkins  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Athens  will 
present  its  $7,000.00  educational  building  to 
Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Ruston  District,  for  dedication  on  May  20  at 
7:30  p.m.  Dr.  Hicks  will  preach  the  sermon  of 
dedication.  The  pastor,  Rev.  L.  M.  Sawyer, 
writes:  “We  invite  all  members,  ex-members, 
ex-pastors  of  this  church  who  are  now  living 
at  other  places,  and  the  public  in  general  to 
come  be  with  us  for  this  special  service.” 

UNITED  EVANGELISTIC  SERVICES  Were 
held  by  the  McGowen  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Jeanerette,  May  4  through  May  10.  Dr.  O.  E. 
Sanden,  pastor  of  the  Warrendale  Presbyterian 
Church  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  did  the  preaching. 
He  is  a  native  of  Louisiana.  Rev.  A.  M.  Martin 
is  pastor  of  the  McGowen  Methodist  Church. 
Choirs  of  both  churches  furnished  music  for 
the  services. 

EV.  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church  and  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Oil  City  Methodist  Church,  returned 
by  invitation  on  the  evening  of  April  27  and  gave 
an  account  of  his  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  which 
he  made  last  year  and  showed  slides  of  the 
trip.  A  covered-dish  fellowship  dinner  preceded 
the  lecture.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  his  two  sons,  John  Fred  and  Jerry,  Mrs. 
Kilpatrick’s  mother,  Mrs.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts  of  Shreveport. 

SIX  GUEST  MINISTERS  preached  in  revival 
services  at  the  Northside  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Charles  April  29  through  May  4.  They 
were:  Rev.  L.  E.  Williams  of  Maplewood;  Rev. 
J.  C.  Whitaker  of  Sulphur;  Rev.  E.  B.  Emmerich 
of  University  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles: 
Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  of  Oak  Park  Church,  Lake 
Charles;  Rev.  F.  O.  Shirley,  associate  pastor, 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  and"  Rev.  A.  A.  Mc- 
Knight  of  DeQuincey.  Rev.  Taylor  Wall  is  pastor 
of  the  Lake  Charles  Northside  Church. 

HE  CROSS  ROADS  METHODIST  CHURCH 
in  the  Marsalis  Community  on  the  Athens 
Charge  will  present  Sunday  School  rooms,  pulpit 
furniture,  pews,  doors,  hardwood  floor  and  a 
hand-painted  picture  of  the  Resurrected  Christ 
to  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  for  dedication  on  May  23, 
at  7:30  p.m.  Dr.  Hicks  will  preach  the  dedicatory 
sermon  and  will  then  hold  the  last  Quarterly 
Conference  for  the  Athens  Charge  immediately 
after  the  dedication.  According  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  L.  M.  Sawyer,  all  members,  ex-members, 
ex-pastors,  and  the  public  in  general  are  invited 
to  attend  this  special  service. 

TOM  KEITH  of  Shreveport  is  president  of  the 
newly-organized  Centenary  College  chapter 
of  Alpha  Phi  Omega,  national  service  fraternity 
for  former  members  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  John  McGrede  of  DeRidder  is  vice-president 


and  Don  Morris  of  Tallulah  will  serve  as  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer.  Faculty  advisers  are  Prof. 
Charles  A.  Hickcox  and  Prof.  William  P.  Fraser! 
Although  the  group  also  promotes  interest  in 
the  Boy  Scout  and  Cub  Scout  organizations,  its 
primary  function  is  to  be  of  service  to  Centenary 
College.  Other  college  campuses  throughout  the 
country  have  similar  groups  functioning. 

OURTEEN  U.  S.  and  two  Canadian  study 
groups,  from  Saskatoon  to  Honolulu,  are 
now  at  work  preparing  for  the  “North  American 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order.”  This  meeting 
will  bring  together  500  participants  at  Oberlin 
College,  Ohio,  on  September  3-10,  1957,  to  dis¬ 
cuss  problems  of  church  unity  on  the  North 
American  continent.  Taking  part  in  the  U.  S. 
groups  thus  far  are  190  representatives  from  32 
churches,  including  eight  which  do  not  belong  to 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  Eleven  mem¬ 
bers  of  Orthodox  churches  are  included  in  the 
groups.  Among  the  44  lay  participants,  there  are 
20  women;  there  are  25  members  from  minority 
racial  groups.  The  aims  of  the  Conference:  “the 
shaping  of  an  ecumenical  mind,  the  patient 
wrestling  with  subtle  antagonisms,  to  gradual 
development  of  togetherness  in  thought  and  ac¬ 
tion.” 


DR.  C.  W.  RODGERS  DIES  IN 
LAKE  CHARLES 

Dr.  Charles  Willis  Rodgers,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  in  Lake 
Charles  on  Saturday,  May  5.  He  was  81  years  of 
age.  He  had  served  for  12  years  as  pastor  of 
the  Simpson  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles 
until  his  retirement  in  1940.  Previous  to  that 
he  was  district  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District. 

Dr.(  Rodgers  was  a  chaplain  in  World  War 
I  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  president  of 
Evangeline  College  at  Opelousas.  The  college 
was  later  consolidated  with  the  present  George¬ 
town  University  at  Georgetown,  Texas. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Monday  by 
Rev.  Cleburn  Quaid,  pastor  of  the  Simpson 
Methodist  Church,  assisted  by  Rev.  Earl  B.  Em¬ 
merich,  pastor  of  the  University  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Charles. 

Surviving  are  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Lois  Rod¬ 
gers  Carmouche  of  Lake  Charles,  and  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Ann  Franklin  of  Gridley,  Calif. 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST  STORY 
WINS  AUTHOR  NATIONAL  HONORS 

A  story  which  appeared  in  the  Dec.  1,  1955, 
issue  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist  won  first  place 
national  honors  for  Mrs.  Margaret  McDonald  in 
the  annual  writing  contests  of  the  National  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Press  Women. 

Mrs.  McDonald,  director  of  the  News  Bureau 
at  Centenary  College,  won  the  first  place  for  a 
news-feature  story  entitled,  “Syrian  New  Testa¬ 
ment  Restored”.  The  story  took  honors  in  the 
category  for  news  stories  published  in  maga¬ 
zines. 

She  also  won  a  second  place  national  award 
in  the  field  of  special  articles  in  the  music  and 
art  critical  classification.  The  prize-winning  en¬ 
try  was  published  in  The  Shreveport  Times. 

In  the  state  writing  contests  sponsored  by 
the  Louisiana  Federation  of  Press  Women,  Mrs. 
McDonald  took  first  place  in  the  fields  of  feature 
stories  published  in  daily  newspapers  and  special 
articles  in  the  critical  field.  The  story  which 
appeared  in  The  Louisiana  Methodist  also  took 
first  place  honors  in  the  state  for  news  stories 
appearing  in  magazines.  Only  these  first  place 
winners  in  the  state  contest  were  eligible  for 
competition  on  the  national  level. 

In  addition  to  her  first  place  state  awards, 
Mrs.  McDonald  took  second  place  in  the  state 
for  special  articles  in  the  historical  and  biograph¬ 
ical  classification  and  special  articles  in  the  food 
field.  She  took  a  third  place  for  special  articles 
in  the  fashions  field. 


SCARRITT- VANDERBILT  DINNER 
DURING  CONFERENCE 

A  Scarritt- Vanderbilt  dinner  will  be  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  May  29,  during  the  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  dinner  will  be 
held  at  5:30  p.m. 

Reservations  should  be  sent  to  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Thompson,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

PRAYER  VIGIL  DATES 

Lin  each  case  Yigil  begins  at 

lg-00  P-m-  on  first  date  and 

I  closes  at  6:00  p.m.  the  second  date) 
I  May  16-17 — Coushatta,  Harvey 
I  Williamson 

may  17-18 — Fairbanks,  David  Cor- 
I  iey;  Gretna,  A.  B  .Cavanaugh 
may  18-19 — Oak  Grove,  Eskel  L. 
I  Tatum 

may  19-20  —  Lake  Providence, 

I  Thomas  M.  Lancaster 

may  20-21 — First  Church,  Monroe, 

I  George  W.  Pomeroy 

may  21-22  —  Bastrop-B  e  e  k  m  a  n, 

R.  H.  Staples;  Quitman-Center 
I  Point,  Eddie  Morgan 
may  22-23 — Tallulah,  William  F  . 
I  Mayo 

may  23-24 — Gilbert,  Joseph  W  . 
I  Boyd,  Sr.;  Grayson  -  Kelly,  Nor- 
I  man  F.  Simmons 
pay  24-25 — Jennings,  Robert  Crich- 
I  low- 

pay  25-26 — First  Church,  DeRid- 
I  der,  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.;  New 
I  Roads,  T.  Duncan  Lipscomb 
I  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot  r  e  - 
(ports,  in  part,  on  the  Prayer  Vigil 
[in  Kinder  as  follows: 

|  “The  results  were  far  above  any¬ 
thing  I  had  hoped  for.  We  are  also 
(happy  to  report  that  there  were 
(about  65  persons  who  spent  from 
(30  minutes  to  one  hour  at  the  altar 
(of  the  church  in  an  attitude  of 
(prayer.  We  also  had  four  homes  of 
(shut-ins  who  met  together  in  half- 
(hour  intervals  for  prayer  during 
(the  time  for  the  vigil. 

I  We  plan  to  have  another  prayer 
[vigil  this  fall  and  I  feel  that  the 
(response  then  will  be  even  greater 
(than  it  was  this  time.” 

|  Rev.  Robert  E.  Taylor,  Associate 
(Minister,  had  responsiblility  for  the 
iPrayer  Vigil  at  First  Church,  Baton 
[Rouge,  where  D  r .  Dana  Dawson, 
[jr.  is  pastor.  The  prayer  g  u.i  d  e 
[provided  included: 

Suggested  Methods 

1.  You  do  not  have  to  kneel  at 
the  altar  for  your  prayer  time  if 
you  do  not  wish.  Feel  free  to  remain 
seated  in  the  pew  if  you  wish.  Ef¬ 
fective  prayer  is  not  dependent 
upon  the  position  of  one’s  body. 

I  2.  The  Hymnal  is  an  excellent 
devotional  book.  If  you  would  like, 
use  it  during  prayer  time  —  read 
the  words  to  some  great  hymns, 
read  portions  of  the  ritual  in  the 
back,  or  some  scriptures  from  the 
Responsive  Reading  section. 

3.  This  is  an  excellent  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  examine  your  own  life  i  n 
these  meditative  moments.  Search 
for  God’s  will  in  all  things.  Lay  be¬ 
fore  Him  your  particular  problems, 
your  difficult  decisions,  your  doubts 
pour  uncertainty.  God  desires  hon- 
|esty  and  sincerity  above  all. 

|  In  his  comments  about  the  Vigil 
(Mr.  Taylor  said,  “We  asked  24 
(People  to  have  charge  of  one  hour 
[each.  These  people  (as  most  of 
I  them  were  couples)  were  responsi- 
I  for  seeing  that  at  least  two  per- 
sons  were  in  prayer  at  our  Chapel 
continuously  during  their  hour. 
This  organizational  arrangement 
seemed  to  function  well. 

Of  course  we  publicized  it  to  all 
°or  congregation.  We  mimeograph- 
eu  prayer  guides  for  the  use  of  all 
°f  those  who  came. 

We  were  very  happy  with  the  re- 
Prayer  Vigil.  The  atti- 
ude  of  those  who  participated 
certainly  was  inspiring.  One  lady 
‘"n?  to°k  an  early  hour  remarked, 

hank  you  so  much  for  asking  me 

may  17, 1956 


Homecoming  Day 
At  Pine  Ridge  Church 

A  Home-coming  Day  celebration 
will  be  held  at  the  Pine  Ridge 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  May 
20. 

Sunday  School  wil  begin  at  10:00 
a.m.  under  the  direction  of  Hugh 
D.  Young,  Church  School  superin¬ 
tendent.  The  worship  services  will 
be  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Angus  Lee  Carruth,  beginning  at 
11:00  a.m.  The  speaker  for  this  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  Rev.  Clayton  W.  Ben¬ 
nett,  pastor  of  the  Luling  Methodist 
Church  and  a  former  pastor  of  Pine 
Ridge. 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds  at  12:00  noon.  Following 
this  there  will  be  a  period  of  fellow¬ 
ship. 

All  former  members  and  pastors, 
non-resident  members  and  friends 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Church  are  in¬ 
vited  to  share  in  the  celebration, 
according  to  church  leaders. 


PRESIDENT  OF  COLLEGE  IN  INDIA 
SPEAKS  IN  NEW  ORLEANS 

By  Arlene  Hawkins 


Rev.  Dan  Singh  Chowdhary,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Bareilly,  India,  spoke  at  the 
Munholland  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  April  22,  at  the 
11:00  o’clock  hour  and  at  Rayne 


held  and  suggestions  are  given  for 
improving  the  church  and  parson¬ 
age. 

Along  with  assisting  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Finance  with  the  budget 
of  the  church,  the  club  has  had  as 
projects  the  placing  of  a  water  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  church,  the  completing 
and  painting  the  educational  build¬ 
ing  interior,  the  work  of  filling  in 
low  places  for  better  parking  area 
and  other  small  projects  about  the 
church.  The  club  has  purchased 
paint  to  repaint  the  parsonage  and 
carport  and  a  donation  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  toward  placing  restrooms  in 
the  church. 


to  take  that  hour.  It  was  such  a 
wonderful  time  of  prayer.”  Many 
spoke  of  how  quickly  the  time 
went  by.  Several  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  of  being  able  to  take  part 
in  this. 

In  short,  we  were  most  gratified 
at  the  participation  of  .our  people. 
We  did  not  keep  a  record  of  those 
who  came,  but  there  was  a  steady 
stream  of  people  in  and  out  of  the 
chapel  all  of  the  time.  Our  college 
and  senior  age  young  people  took 
the  early  morning  hours,  1-5. 

This  Prayer  Movement  is  truly  a 
wonderful  medium  of  God’s  grace. 
Do  something  like  this  again.”  — 
W.  D.  Boddie,  Chairman  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 


AN  ACTIVE  MEN’S 
CLUB 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of 
Crowville  which  is  not  quite  two 
years  old,  has  made  a  fine  record, 
according  to  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  Rev.  S.  B.  Dampier. 

The  club  meets  monthly  on  each 
first  Thursday  night  in  a  home  and 
has  a  fellowship  meeting  along  with 
a  business  session.  Discussions  are 


Rev.  Dan  Singh  Chowdhary  and  his  daughter,  Miss  Raj  Chowdhary, 
who  is  presently  teaching  at  the  McDonell  Indian  Mission  School  at  Houma. 
Miss  Chowdhary  is  a  recent  graduate  of  Tulane  University. 


Memorial  Church  at  the  7:00  p.m. 
vesper  service.  Mr.  Chowdhary  was 
enroute  to  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Minne¬ 
apolis. 

“India  is  a  country  of  a  mixture 
of  many  races,”  said  Mr.  Chowd¬ 
hary,  “and  the  people  are  divided 
into  the  various  religious  groups.” 
He  said  that  India  is  truly  “the  home 
of  religions”  because  here  are  found 
eight  of  the  eleven  world’s  great 
religions. 

The  slightly  graying  minister, 
clad  in  a  traditional  sherwani  or 
achkan,  a  tailored  outer  garment 
over  a  suit,  told  of  the  “policy  of 
neutrality”  which  is  India’s  spirit 
of  tolerance  as  her  approach  toward 
world  peace  through  international 
co-existence. 

India  can  never  go  “Red”  he  said, 
becaue  India  is  too  individualistic 
and  basically  religious  in  all  of  life. 
Religious  ceremonies  are  neces¬ 
sarily  a  part  of  life,  from  birth  even 
until  after  death.  The  people  of 
India  are  constantly  thinking  of 
religion  in  all  of  life,  he  said. 

“India  has  always  welcomed  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  still  welcomes  them. 
Missionaries  have  brought  with 
them  the  foundations  of  Christian 
congregations,  industrial,  agricul¬ 
tural  and  theological  schools,  col¬ 
leges,  public  schools,  and  hospitals.” 
Mr.  Chowdhary  stated  that  all  this 
happened  because  the  missionaries 
who  come  to  India  do  so  in  the 
spirit  of  service  rather  than  in  a 
feeling  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Chowdhary  is  an  ordained 
Methodist  minister  who  has  been 
educated  in  Indian  preparatory 
schools,  Lucknow  Christian  College 
of  India,  Northwestern  University, 
Yale,  Harvard,  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  and 
the  University  of  Edinburgh.  His 
warm  and  encouraging  message 
with  emphasis  upon  the  fact  that 
“Christianity  in  India  is  here  to 
stay  brought  to  his  listeners  a  deep¬ 
er  understanding  of  his  native  coun¬ 
try.  He  cited  from  the  “Bill  of  Fun¬ 
damental  Rights,”  whose  constitu¬ 
tion  is  very  similar  to  America’s, 
that  individual  religious  freedom  is 
offered  to  all. 


Senior  Class  Honored  With  Banquet 


Left  to  right,  Rev.  J.  F.  Kilpatrick,  speaker  at  banquet,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Boyd,  host  pastor  and  Mrs.  Boyd. 


The  Senior  Class  of  the  Gilbert 
High  School  was  honored  with  a 
banquet  on  Thursday,  April  19,  giv¬ 
en  by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  assisted  by  other  wo¬ 
men  of  the  church.  The  class  had 
32  members. 


The  guest  speaker  for  the  occa¬ 
sion  was  Rev.  J.  F.  Kilpatrick,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church. 

The  banquet  was  served  at  the 
church. 
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THE  LOCKED  DOOR 


rHE  playhouse  under  the  big 
maple  tree  in  the  back  yard 
was  very  new  and  cozy.  A 
pot  of  gay  pink  petunias 
stood  on  the  window  sill,  and  on 
the  small  table  was  a  bouquet  of 
swamp  apple  blossoms. 

Betty  Bowen  had  just  swept  the 
last  bit  of  litter  from  the  floor  when 
her  sister  said  sharply,  “Pull  the 
shades  down  quick,  Betty.  I’ll  turn 
the  key  in  the  lock.  The  twins  are 
coming  and  there  isn’t  room  for 
them  today  with  Florence,  and  Ted, 
and  their  dog.  And  we  do  not  have 
enough  apples  and  popcorn  and 
cookies  for  everybody.” 

Betty  pulled  down  the  shades  but 
suddenly  she  exclaimed,  “It  doesn’t 
seem  fair  to  lock  the  twins  out  of 
our  fun,  Hazel.  We  are  not  sure 
that  Florence  and  Ted  are  coming, 
you  know.  If  they  do  come,  the 
popcorn  and  apples  will  go  lots 
farther  than  you’d  think.  If  there 
aren’t  enough  cookies  Mother  said 
we  could  have  a  few  more.  And  we 
can  bring  in  a  box  for  a  seat.” 

“Hush!  They’re  almost  here.” 
And  Hazel  held  up  a  warning  fin¬ 
ger.  “If  we  keep  perfectly  still 
they’ll  think  we  have  gone  away.” 

Betty  sat  down  in  a  little  red 
chair  and  kept  perfectly  still, 
though  doing  this  was  very  hard. 
She  wanted  to  jump  .up  when 
Rhoda  and  Roland  knocked  on  the 
playhouse  door,  then  tried  the  shiny 
new  knob. 

“Betty  and  Hazel,  where  are 
you?”  they  called  and  called,  but, 
receiving  no  answer,  they  finally 
started  back  across  the  lawn.  “I 
guess  they  went  to  the  sewing  so¬ 
ciety  with  their  mother,”  said 
Rhoda.  “I’m  sorry.” 

When  Hazel  was  sure  the  twins 
had  gone,  she  cautiously  raised  the 
shade  and  looked  out.  No  one  was 
in  sight.  Where  were  Florence  and 
Ted,  the  friends  who  had  been  in¬ 
vited  to  play  in  the  new  house? 

Betty  went  to  the  cupboard  and 
brought  out  the  pretty  pink  flow¬ 
ered  dishes  and  the  apples  and  the 
popcorn  and  cookies  and  set  them 
on  the  table.  Twice  Hazel  ran  out 
to  look  up  and  down  the  street.  It 
was  very  still  in  the  playhouse. 
From  far  away  came  the  honking 
of  an  automobile  horn.  It  sounded 
very  much  like  the  horn  on  the 
twins’  Uncle  Ned’s  big  blue  car. 

Then  minutes  passed — 15  minutes 
— half  an  hour.  The  cookies  and 
apples  and  popcorn  were  tasted,  but 
neither  Betty  nor  Hazel  felt  hun¬ 
gry.  The  afternoon  seemed  spoiled. 

Suddenly  Hazel  jumped  to  her 
feet.  “You  were  right,  Betty,”  she 
exclaimed.  “It  isn’t  fair  to  lock  the 
twins  out  of  our  fun.  Let’s  go  see 
if  we  can  find  them.” 

“Yes,  let’s,”  agreed  Betty.  “I 
hope  they  haven’t  gone  away.” 

A  moment  later  she  and  Hazel 
were  running  across  the  back  lawn, 
then  around  the  house.  The  twins 
lived  on  the  other  side  of  the  street, 
down  two  houses.  In  front  of  their 
little  brown  bungalow  stood  a  big 


blue  car.  They  were  already  climb¬ 
ing  into  it;  when  they  saw  Betty 
and  Hazel  they  shouted  happily, 
“Oh,  here  they  come,  here  they 
come,”  and  jumped  to  the  ground. 

Betty  and  Hazel  hesitated,  for 
they  thought  the  twins  must  be  go¬ 
ing  somewhere  with  their  Uncle 
Ned  and  Aunt  Nan,  but  Roland 
urged  them  to  hurry  faster.  And 
,  Rhoda  exclaimed,  “Oh,  Betty  and 
Hazel,  where  have  you  been?  We 
knocked  and  knocked  and  called 
and  called.  The  loveliest  thing  has 
happened.  Uncle  Ned  and  Aunt  Nan 
are  going  to  take  us  in  town  to  the 
entertainment  the  children  are  giv¬ 
ing  in  the  Memorial  Building.  And 
we  re  going  to  feed  the  squirrels 
in  Wilcox  Park  and  have  supper  in 
the  cutest  little  tea  room  you  ever 
saw,  and  we  want  you  to  go  with 
us.  We  asked  Ted  and  Florence,  too, 
but  they  had  to  go  to  their  grand¬ 
father  s.  There’s  lots  of  room  in 
the  car,  isn’t  there,  Roland?” 

!Sur(f  there  is,”  answered  Rhoda’s 
twin,  “there’s  always  room  for  our 
friends.” 


for  them  in  our  playhouse!”  thought 
Hazel  and  Betty.  And  that  night 
Hazel  said,  “Just  suppose  we’d  stay¬ 
ed  in  our  playhouse  all  by  ourselves 
and  missed  the  lovely  time  we’ve 
had.  I’ll  never,  never  lock  anybody 
out  of  our  good  times  again.  Shar¬ 
ing  them  with  someone  else  is  lots 
more  fun.” 

“And  it  makes  us  feel  better,” 
answered  Betty  thoughtfully.  — 
Zions  Herald. 


BE  CAREFUL 

School  is  almost  over  and  we 
•shall  soon  be  enjoying  the  summer 
vacation. 

We  are  hoping  for  warm,  sunny 
days  so  we  can  be  out  of  doors 
playing  in  the  sunshine  that  is  so 
good  for  all  of  us. 

However,  we  must  remember 
there  are  more  pleasant  days  in 
which  to  play  than  there  were  all 
winter.  There  will  be  more  time 
each  day  to  play  and  more  children 
out  of  doors.  But  there  are  also 
more  automobiles  on  the  thorough¬ 
fares  and  strangers  driving  cars. 

Every  summer  many  of  our  little 
friends  get  hurt  by  careless  playing 


on  the  streets.  Go  to  the  parks 
the  open  fields,  to  the  vacant  lots 
the  back  yards  or  to  the  sidew’ 
if  you  must,  but  do  keep  0ff  t' 
street.  1 

Our  little  friends  are  all  so  ^ 
to  us  that  we  don’t  want  anybo, 
to  get  hurt.  The  automobile  drive 
must  be  very  careful,  but  the  ch 
dren  must  do  their  part  and 
careful,  too.— In  the  United  Chur 
Observer 


LAUGHING  SONG 

By  William  Blake 

When  the  green  woods  laugh  w, 
the  voice  of  joy,  ^ 

And  the  dimpling  stream  ru 
laughing  by; 

When  the  air  does  laugh  with  01 
merry  wit, 

And  the  green  hill  laughs  with  tl 
noise  of  it. 

When  the  meadows  laugh  wit 
lively  green, 

And  the  grasshopper  laughs  in  tl 
lively  scene, 

When  Mary  and  Susan  and  Emil 

With  their  sweet  round  moutl 
sing, 

“Ha  ha  he!” 

When  the  painted  birds  laugh  i 
the  shade,  '  ‘ 

Where  our  table  with  cherries  an 
nuts  is  spread,  ; 

Come  live,  and  be  merry,  and  joi 
with  me, 

To  sing  the  sweet  chorus  of  “He  h 
he!” — From  The  Children’s  Poet 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Little  Mary:  I  don’t  think  Mam; 
knows  much  about  bringing  ui 
children. 

Father:  Why,  Mary,  what  make 
you  say  that? 

Mary:  Well,  she  makes  me  go  ti 
bed  when  I  am  ‘wide  awake,  an< 
she  makes  me  get  up  when  I’n 

sleepy.  _ . 

* *  *  * 

Over  in  South  London  town  i> 

Canada  during  the  Holiday  seasor 
an  enthusiastic  Salvation  Arm? 
girl-lieutenant  was  going  from  dooi 
to  door  with  the  collection  box.  Sh< 
went  to  the  door  of  a  good  old  lady 

and  asked  if  she  would  “hke  t( 

help  the  carolers.” 

“I’d  love  to,  dearie,”  replied  th< 
old  lady,  rather  croakily,  “but  I vf 
got  the  bronchitis  something  terri¬ 
ble  this  year,  and  I  couldn’t  sing  < 
note.” 

*  *  * 

Butler:  “Sorry,  but  Madame  say: 
she  is  sorry  she  is  not  at  home. 

Visitor:  “That’s  all  right.  Tell  her 

I’m  awfully  glad  I  didn’t  call- 

*  *  * 

Tom— “Say  Bill,  how  did  you  get 

that  swelling  on  your  nose?”  . 

Bill— “Oh,  I  bent  down  to  snaei 
a  brose  in  my  garden.” 

Tom— “Not  brose,  Bill,  rose 
There’s  no  ‘B’  in  rose.”  „ 

Bill — “There  was  in  this  one. 


Oh,  and  we  didn’t  have  room 


BLUE  PIGEONS 


Blue  pigeons,  walking  in  the  street, 
Are  such  amusing  awkward  things; 
They  jerk  along  on  coral  feet 
Like  wooden  toys  moved  by  strings. 

But  when  they  leave  the  sunny  street 
And  sail  away  on  azure  wings, 

They  cut  the  air  with  sure,  firm  beat 
And  are  such  lovely,  graceful  things. 

Helen  Moore  Scroeder, 
In  Exchange 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODlS' 


P»ge>  Ten 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS  -  LOUISIANA  AREA 


District  Meetings 


Lake  Charles 

The  Lake  Charles  District  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  held  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  Friday,  April  6,  1956,  at 
Henning  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Sulphur,  La.  There  were 
110  registered. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  District 
President,  presided. 

The  meeting  opened  with  the 
singing  of  hymn,  “O  Master,  Let  Me 
Walk  With  Thee”,  followed  by  the 
Invocation  by  Rev.  Karl  Tooke, 
District  Superintendent. 

Mrs.  Alton  Granger  extended  a 
hearty  welcome. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Whitaker  gave  an  in¬ 
spiring  devotional. 

Reports  from  the  District  Offi¬ 
cers  were  given  in  the  form  of  a 
skit.  They  came  from  behind  a  door 
to  represent  Treasure  Chests,  com¬ 
paring  it  to  Pandora  s  Box.  Mxs. 
Cashen,  District  Promotion  Secre¬ 
tary,  stated  that  we  now  have  30 
Societies  in  our  District.  75  new 
members,  making  a  total  of  1,662 
members.  The  three  new  Societies 
are,  Northside,  Hackberry  and 
Oberlin. 

At  this  time  Mrs.  Compton  gave 
recognition  to  the  Conference  Offi¬ 
cers,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  President  and 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Whitaker,  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary.  Also  Miss  Nina  Stallings,  our 
guest  speaker.  The  District  Officers 
were  asked  to  stand  and  give  their 
name  and  office.  The  ministers  and 
wives  were  recognized.  Also  the 
Zone  Leaders. 

Mrs.  Compton  announced  a  new 
Zone  Leader  for  Zone  3,  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
ter  Miller  of  Eunice.  She  replaces 
Mrs.  Jack  Williams  who  has  re¬ 
signed. 

Music  was  furnished  by  Mrs. 
Clark  at  the  organ. 

The  business  session  opened  with 
20  societies  answering  to  roll  call. 

The  Research  Committee  Report 
was  called  for.  The  chairman,  Mrs. 
Lowery,  gave  the  following  report: 

President:  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
Raymond,  (re-election) 

Vice  President:  Mrs.  Ida  Hardee, 
Gueydan.  (Mrs.  E.  B.  Robinson’s 
resignation  accepted) 

Treasurer:  Mrs.  A.  J.  McGrede, 
DeRidder.  (re-election) 

Secretaries:  £ 

Youth  Work:  Mrs.  W.  C.  Bruch- 
haus,  Elton. 

Children’s  Work:  Mrs.  E.  A.  Dol- 
and,  Lake  Arthur,  (re-election) 

Status  of  Women:  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Lowery,  Maplewood,  (re-election) 

Missionary  Personnel:  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Lyford,  University  Church,  Lake 
Charles. 

Nominations  from  the  floor  were 
called  for.  There  being  none,  Mrs. 
Roy  Dugas  moved  that  the  secre¬ 
tary  cast  the  ballot  for  these  offi¬ 
cers.  The  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried.  The  ballot  was  cast  and 
the  President  declared  these  offi¬ 
cers  elected. 

Mrs.  McCartney,  Secretary  of 
Literature  and  Publications,  told  of 
the  changes  made  and  stressed  re¬ 
porting.  The  Program  Book  and 
Worship  Materials  will  be  available 
about  May  15.  New  handbooks  will 
be  out  in  June. 


Invitations  for  the  1957  District 
Meeting  were  received  from  Simp¬ 
son,  Lake  Charles;  DeRidder;  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles;  Gueydan. 

The  business  being  concluded, 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones  was  asked  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  speaker.  Both  express¬ 
ed  their  pleasure  of  being  present. 

Miss  Stallings  took  us  with  her 
on  a  tour  of  the  Philippines  and 
shared  with  us  her  wonderful  ex¬ 
periences  as  Missionary  there.  She 
spoke  of  the  work  of  the  Rural 
Church.  Among  the  things  she  told 
us,  was  that  the  people  there  think 
of  America  as  the  land  of  homes 
and  beautiful  churches.  Urged  that 
our  young  people  be  made  aware 
of  the  wonderful  opportunity  of 
full  time  service.  She  said  “We  face 
the  challenge  of  the  Communist 
taking  over  the  Philippines”. 

Mrs.  Jones  dismissed  with  prayer 
and  we  adjourned  to  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Building  for  lunch. 

Following  lunch  the  meeting  re¬ 
convened  with  the  singing  of  hymn, 
“O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past”. 

The  memorial  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Spiritual  Life  Sec¬ 
retary.  Mrs.  Seegars  assisted  by  the 
Zone  Leaders.  A  solo  by  Mrs.  S.  T. 
Spates  with  Mrs.  Clark  at  the  or¬ 
gan. 

Mrs.  McGrede  conducted  the 
Pledge  Service.  She  ask  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  the  local  societies  to  stand 
with  her  and  accept  the  pledge  of 
$11,500  for  the  District.  She  ask  that 
each  society  make  a  “Sacrificial 
Offering”  to  add  to  the  Treasurers 
report  and  label  it  “Sacrificial  Of¬ 
fering”  when  sent  in  to  District 
Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Compton  presented  Mrs. 
Maude  Chauvin  of  Gueydan  with  a 
“Life  Membership”  from  the  Guey¬ 
dan  Society. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Clemons  of  Jennings 
presented  the  Courtesies  for  the 
Day. 

Mrs.  Roy  Dugas  was  in  charge  of 
the  Installation  Service.  She  invit¬ 
ed  all  the  District  Officers  to  come 
kneel  at  the  Altar  for  the  Prayer  of 
Dedication. 


Fort  Smith  Guild 

The  Annual  Spring  meeting  of 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the 
Fort  Smith  District  was  held  April 
30  in  the  Greenwood  Methodist 
Church.  Members  of  the  Greenwood 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  served  the  delicious  meal  to  140 
Guild  members  representing  19  of 
the  24  Guilds  in  the  district.  Guilds 
represented  were:  Alma,  Boone- 
ville,  Charleston,  each  of  the  five 
Guilds  of  First  Church,  Fort  Smith, 
four  Guilds  of  Goddard,  Fort  Smith, 
Grand  Avenue,  Midland  Heights, 
St.  Paul’s,  St.  Luke’s,  St.  John’s, 
Van  Buren,  Mansfield  and  Green¬ 
wood. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Cornelius,  District 
Promotion  Secretary,  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Lewis,  District  Treasurer,  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Sessions,  District  secretary 
of  Spiritual  Life,  were  guests. 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Nance,  District 
secretary,  presided  during  the  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  at  which  time  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected:  Dis¬ 
trict  secretary,  Mrs.  Galen  Gossett, 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  May  1  meeting  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  First  Church,  Van  Buren,  was 
well  attended,  with  Circle  3  serv¬ 
ing  the  covered  dish  luncheon.  Mrs. 
J.  Y.  Dollar  led  the  devotional  and 
others  participating  in  the  program 
were  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Clif¬ 
ford  Russell,  Mrs.  Jim  Hart,  and 
Mrs.  Tom  Wells.  Mrs.  E.  E.  McBride 
presided  at  the  business  session. 


New  officers  for  the  Grace 
Church  Society,  Ruston,  are:  Mrs. 
Lorraine  Howard,  president;  Mrs. 
Gwen  Peoples,  vice-president;  and 
Mrs.  Louise  Hinton,  recording  sec¬ 
retary.  There  are  now  61  members 
in  the  sociAy,  which  has  been  led 
by  Mrs.  Mavis  DeFreese.  Mrs.  Bob 
Wynn  has  taught  the  study  on  the 
“Introduction  to  the  Five  Spiritual 
Classics.” 


Fort  Smith;  recording  secretary, 
Miss  Eugenia  Swearingen,  Van 
Buren;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Wendell 
Chambers,  Fort  Smith;  Spiritual 
Life,  Mrs.  Fern  Johnson,  Fort  Smith; 
Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs. 
Willie  Tomlin,  Greenwood;  Mission¬ 
ary  Education,  Miss  Marcelle  Phil¬ 
lips,  Booneville;  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee,  Mrs.  Julia  Freeman,  Mrs. 
Mandell  Brown,  Mrs.  Ada  Mills, 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Nance,  and  Mrs. 
Grace  Stough. 

Mrs.  Pattie  Anderton,  Mansfield, 
gave  the  devotional  and  special 
music  was  presented  by  Nancy  Al- 
cott  and  Sue  McConnell,  Green¬ 
wood.  Miss  Gertie  Stiles,  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  secretary,  spoke  of  plans  for 
the  Guild  Week  End  at  Mt.  Sequo¬ 
yah,  June  15-17. 

The  program  for  the  evening  con¬ 
sisted  of  reports  made  by  each  local 
guild  president,  and  Pledge  Service 
conducted  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lewis, 
Greenwood.  The  Fort  Smith  Dis¬ 
trict  pledge  is  $2500.00. 

Mrs.  Nance,  who  has  served  as 
District  Secretary  for  four  years, 
was  presented  an  Honorary  Life 
Membership  by  Guilds  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Miss  Stiles  made  the  presen¬ 
tation. 


Monticello 

“Lest  We  Miss  Thy  Kingdom’s 
Goal”  was  the  theme  of  the  Monti¬ 
cello  District  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  at  its  annual 
meeting  at  Crossett,  April  18. 

After  the  welcome  and  opening 
worship  given  by  Mrs.  L.  T.  Sand- 
born,  local  president,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Adcock  of  Dumas  gave  the  response. 

The  reports  from  the  19  societies 
represented  constituted  part  of  the 
program.  Mrs.  John  Valentine,  sec¬ 
retary  of  promotion,  gave  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  district  officers,  and 
Miss  Dorothy  Kelley,  a  deaconess, 
challenged  the  group  with  the  mes¬ 
sage  “Do  the  Impossible.” 

After  the  lunch  the  T.  W.  Daneill 
High  School  Choral  Group  sang 
hymns  and  spirituals. 

A  brief  workshop  and  business 
sessions  followed.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cone, 
district  treasurer,  presented  the 
pledge  service. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

According  to  Miss  Gertrude  M. 
Byler,  Methodist  missionary  in  Hi- 
rosaki,  Japan,  three  young  women 
from  that  church  and  city  will  be 
graduated  from  the  United  Church 
Seminary  in  March,  two  as  ordain¬ 
ed  ministers,  and  the  other  as  an 
evangelist.  Two  of  these  are  gradu¬ 
ates  of  Hirosaki  Gakuin,  80-year- 
old  Methodist  college  in  that  city, 
and  are  second  generation  Chris¬ 
tians.  One  is  an  orphan  who  lost 
her  family  and  her  home  in  the 
bombing  of  Aomori.  She  was 
brought  up  in  the  Town  Orphan¬ 
age  in  Hirosaki;  but  proving  to  be 
a  child  of  unusual  ability,  she  was 
given  a  church  scholarship.  Upon 
graduation  she  will  marry  a  young 
Japanese  minister  and  join  him  in 
his  parish  work. 


“The  church  can  no  longer  de¬ 
pend  on  people  ‘volunteering’  to 
be  leaders,”  Mrs.  Doris  C.  Demaree, 
of  Franklin,  Indiana,  an  officer  of 
the  Indiana  Council  of  Churches, 
said  recently  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
“It  must  go  after  them.  It  should 
follow  the  pattern  of  enlistment  and 
training  used  by  Jesus.  He  devel¬ 
oped  followers.  From  among  those 
who  showed  leadership  qualities, 
He  chose  those  to  whom  he  gave 
additional  leadership  training.  We 
need  to  re-evaluate  and  greatly 
strengthen  our  work  with  youth 
and  adults.  Somehow  we  are  not 
developing  fully  committed  Chris¬ 
tians,  those  who  not  only  know 
what  they  believe,  but  who  are 
willing  to  live  what  they  believe.” 


Miss  Lim  Swee  Ming,  a  Malayan 
of  Chinese  descent,  was  ordained 
by  Bishop  Raymond  L.  Archer,  of 
Singapore,  as  the  first  woman  or¬ 
dained  minister  in  all  Malaya.  Miss 
Ming  has  been  serving  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  as  an  “effective  supply 
pastor”  in  churches  of  the  Malaysia 
Chinese  Annual  Conference. 


Rev.  Ruth  S.  Bast,  of  Binger, 
Oklahoma,  was  elected  president  of 
the  American  Association  of  Wo¬ 
men  Ministers  at  its  recent  annual 
assembly.  She  succeeds  Rev.  Clara 
Wood,  Berkeley,  California.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  latest  census  reports, 
6,777  women  now  serve  as  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  United  States,  about  4.1 
per  cent  of  all  ministers  in  the  na¬ 
tion.  Of  those  serving  as  pastors 
of  local  churches,  approximately  10 
per  cent  are  in  communions  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 


The  Council  of  Church  Women  of 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  has  raised 
$500  for  a  new  edition  of  the  Story 
of  Jesus  for  the  people  of  Pakistan. 
The  inspiration  for  this  achievement 
was  originally  provided  by  Dr.  An¬ 
drew  Thakur  Das,  a  Pakistani  Chris¬ 
tian  leader,  who  challenged  the 
Council  with  his  account  of  the 
needs  of  Christians  in  his  homeland. 
Other  state  or  city  councils  are  con¬ 
sidering  undertaking  similar  pro¬ 
jects.  The  Story  of  Jesus  is  the  first 
book  translated  into  scores  of  lan¬ 
guages  for  “new  literates”  under 
the  program  of  Dr.  Frank  C.  Lau- 
bach  and  the  Committee  on  World 
Literacy  and  Literature. 
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NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumiey 
Dr.  Hicks  In  Bible  Program 

Dr.  John  H.  Hicks  of  Perkins 
School  .of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University  is  to  be  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  for  a 
series  of  Bible  programs  during  the 
period  of  May  27-June  10.  He  is  to 
be  in  the  following  centers: 

Marianna,  May  27-29 

Wynne,  May  30-June  1 

Helena,  June  3-5 

Dell,  June  6-8 

Young  Adult  Conference,  June 
9-10 

It  is  hoped  that  all  who  are 
within  reach  o  f  these  programs 
will  take  advantage  of  this  special 
opportunity.  Dr.  Hicks  has  made 
many  visits  to  churches  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  in  re¬ 
cent  years.  We  look  forward  to 
having  him  come  because  of  the 
splendid  contribution  he  makes 
with  each  visit. 

Dr.  Hicks  is  to  return  to  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  for  a 
period  of  five  weeks  beginning 
early  in  August.  Churches  inter¬ 
ested  in  having  Dr.  Hicks  should 
make  requests  to  our  office  at  an 
early  date. 


Dr.  Eller  in  Bible  Schools 

Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  of  Fayette, 
Missouri,  is  to  return  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  for  ten  three- 
day  Bible  schools  during  the 
month  of  August  and  early  Sep¬ 
tember.  Dr.  Eller  has  become 
known  to  many  of  our  churches  in 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
through  the  splendid  service  h  e 
has  rendered  in  these  Bible  pro¬ 
grams. 

Two  places  have  already  re¬ 
quested  the  services  of  Dr.  Eller. 
Other  churches  interested  in  hav¬ 
ing  him  should  make  requests  at 
an  early  date. 

With  Dr.  Eller  in  a  series  of  New 
Testament  Bible  studies  and  Dr. 
Hicks  in  a  series  of  Old  Testament 
studies,  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  is  being  provided  with  a 
wonderful  Bible  study  program. 

Coaching  Conference  On  "Paul's 
Letters  to  The  Local  Churches" 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a 
series  of  coaching  conferences  to 
be  held  in  the  late  summer  on  the 
course,  Paul’s  Letters  to  the  Local 
Churches.  This  unit  of  study  is 
being  used  by  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  groups  as 
their  Bible  study  course  for  1956- 
57. 

It  is  expected  that  this  course 
will  be  widely  taught  in  training 
schools  across  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  during  the  conference 
year  of  1956-57. 

Some  seventy-five  persons  are 
being  invited  to  participate  in  the 
coaching  conferences. 

We  are  finding  this  special  kind 
of  promotional  program  very  ef¬ 
fective  in  our  formal  training  pro¬ 
gram.  During  the  conference  year 
now  coming  to  a  close  emphasis 
was  placed  on  the  mission’s  course. 
The  Christian  Mission  in  a  Revo¬ 
lutionary  World.  Our  annua,!  report 


will  show  that  this  unit  has  been 
taught  in  some  fifty  centers  with 
hundreds  of  people  participating  in 
the  program.  During  the  confer¬ 
ence  year  of  1954-55,  the  course 
on  The  Work  of  the  Local  Church 
was  used  in  the  same  way.  This 
c<?urse  has  been  taught  a  number 
of  times  during  this  conference 
year. 

This  plan  of  promoting  a  par¬ 
ticular  unit  will,  in  a  number  of 
years,  bring  a  broad  program  of 
training  to  our  local  churches.  The 
new  conference  year  is  to  be  a 
year  of  vital  emphasis  in  line  with 
the  emphasis  that  is  being  made 
in  vacation  church  school  work. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden  has  re¬ 
cently  been  certified  for  the  course 
on  Youth  in  a  Responsible  Society 
—  a  Christian’s  Concern.  He  is  to 
offer  this  course  in  the  Mt.  Sequo¬ 
yah  School  of  Missions  in  June. 


Rev.  Robert  B.  Howerton  has  re¬ 
cently  been  certified  for  a  train¬ 
ing  school  Dean. 

Requests  are  coming  to  our  office 
for  registration  forms  for  the  Con¬ 
ference-wide  Youth  Assembly.  The 
indications  are  that  the  attendance 
in  the  Assembly  is  to  be  much 
larger  than  in  recent  years.  All  in¬ 
terested  persons  should  secure  ap¬ 
plication  forms  and  register  at  an 
early  date. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
ACTION  ON  RACE 
RELATIONS 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

fied  by  their  Secretaries  to  the  College 
of  Bishops  which  shall  determine  whether 
2/3  of  the  total  vote  in  the  Jurisdiction  is 
favorable. 

3.  The  Jurisdiction  to  which  transfer 
is  to  be  made,  by  a  2/3  majority  of  the 
total  of  Annual  Confeiences  of  the  Juris¬ 
diction  and  certified  by  their  Secretaries 
to  the  College  of  B  shops  which  shall  de¬ 
termine  whether  2/3  of  the  total  vote  in 
the  Jurisdiction  is  favorable. 

The  vote  on  approval  of  transfer,  under 
either  sub-paragraph  (a)  or  (b)  shall  be 
taken  by  each  Annual  Conference  at  its 
first  session  after  the  matter  is  submitted 
to  it. 

Upon  announcement  by  the  two  Colleges 
of  Bishops  of  the  required  majorities  that 
transfer  shall  immediately  be  effective. 
Transfers  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Article  shall  not  be  governed  or  restrict¬ 
ed  by  other  provisions  of  this  Constitution 
relating  to  changes  of  boundaries  of  Con¬ 
ferences. 

4.  Whenever  25  per  cent  of  the  local 
church  membership  of  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  have  been  transferred  by  this 
process  to  other  Jurisdictions,  the  Bishop, 
of  the  Area  from  which  the  largest  num¬ 
ber  have  been  transferred  shall  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Jurisdiction  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  largest  number  of  such  trans¬ 
fer,  and  the  representation  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  on  the  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  church  shall  thereafter  be  proportion¬ 
ately  reduced. 

Committee  On  Conferences 

Report  No.  2 

Subject:  ABOLITION  OF  THE  CENTRAL 
JURISDICTION 

Article  I  of  Division  Two  Section  VIII  of 
the  Constitution  of  The  Methodist  Church 
shall  be  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  a  new  paragraph  as  follows: 
Abolition  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction: 
The  Central  Jurisdiction  shall  be  abol¬ 
ished  when  all  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
now  comprising  it  have  transferred  to 
other  Jurisdictions  in  accordance  with 
the  voluntary  procedure  of  Article  V  of 
this  section.  Each  remaining  Bishop  of 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  shall  thereupon 
be  transferred  to  the  Jurisdiction  to 
which  the  majority  of  the  membership 
of  his  area  have  transferred,  and  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  shall  then  be  dis¬ 
solved. 


WORKSHOP  FOR  DIRECTORS  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  AT  MT.  SEQUOYAH 


REPORT  ON  CAMP 
TANAKO  CONSTRUCTION 
FUND 


Listed  below  are  contributions  from  both 
budget  and  free-will  offerings  to  the  Camp 
Tanaka  Construction  Fund.  Also  included 
are  contributions  from  the  Camden  Dis¬ 
trict  MYF  for  pews  to  be  placed  in  the 
new  Chapel  together  with  other  smaller 
amounts  for  June  11,  1955  to  May  7,  1956 
smaller  services.  These  amounts  are  re¬ 
ceived  up  to  May  7,  1956. 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 


Shorewood  Hills  . $  15.00 

Morning  Star  .  2.00 

Grand  Avenue,  Hot  Springs  .  40.00 

St.  Andrews,  Arkadelphia  .  6.60 

Okolona  .  6.71 

Trinity,  Okolona  .  5.91 

Center  Grove  .  4.40 


$  80.62 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT 
Union  County,  Sub-District, 

MYF  Pews  .  $1,199.50 

Philadelphia,  Columbia  Circuit, 

MYF  Pews  .  50.00 

First  Church,  El  Dorado  .  300.00 

Vantrease  Memorial, 

El  Dorado  MYF  Pews  50.00 

St.  Lukes,  El  Dorado,  MYF  Pews  7.75 

Harmony  Grove,  MYF  Pews  .  90.00 

Beech  Grove,  Junction  City  1.00 

First  Church,  Magnolia  .  50.00 

First  Church,  Camden  .  120.81 

Jackson  Street,  Magnolia  .  25.00 

Parkers  Chapel  .  20.00 

Pleasant  Grove  .  15.00 

Village  .  25.00 

Ebenezer,  Village  Ct.,  MYF  Pews  15.00 
Lydesdale,  Village  Circuit, 

MYF  Pews  .  25.00 

Camden  District  MYF  .  359.85 

Stephens  .  56.30 

Stamps,  MYF  Pews  .  25.00 

Stamps  . 25.00 

Lewisville  .  25.00 


$2,485.21 

HOPE  DISTRICT 


DeQueen  .  30.00 

First  Church,  Mena  .  52.46 

5'  neral  Springs  .  50.00 

First  Church,  Texarkana  .  300.00 

Hope  MYF  25.00 

Winthrop  4.00 

Few  Memorial  .  15.00 

Rondo  5.00 

Hope  .  365.50 


$  846.96 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 

First  Churcii,  Benton  .  100.00 

Dcuglassville  .  25.00 

Gejer  Springs  .  5.00 

Asbury,  Little  Rock  .  400.00 

Henderson,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

Winfield,  Little  Rock  .  250.00 

Lonoke  .  100.00 

Eagle  .  50.00 

St.  Paul,  Little  Rock  33.00 

Little  Rock  District  MYF — 

Hymnals  .  30.00 

Bauxite  .  26.75 

Primrose  .  25.00 


$1,054.75 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 

Eudora  .  35.25 

Portland  .  20.00 

Hampton  .  8.13 

Thornton  .  10.00 

Warren  43.81 

Lake  Village  .  8.00 

McGehee  Sub-District,  MYF 

Hymnals  .  50.00 

Crossett  .  100.00 

Extra,  Crossett  Circuit  .  10.00 

Mt.  Tabor,  Crossett  Circuit  .  5.00 

Prairie  Chapel,  Drew  Circuit  3.00 

Dumas  . 42.00 

Fountain  Hill  Circuit  .  25.00 

Hamburg  .  50.00 

Harrell  .  8.00 

Lake  Village  . 55.75 

McGehee  .  50.00 

Newton  Chapel,  Tillar  .  19.00 

Selma,  Tillar  .  4.21 

Tillar,  Tillar  .  50.65 

Winchester,  Tillar  .  2.05 

Wilmot  .  10.00 

\  - 

$  609.85 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 


Lodges  Corner  . 

Altheimer  . 

DeWitt  . 

Gould  . 

Grady  . ". . 

First  Church,  Pine  Bluff 

Redficld  . 

First  Church,  Stuttgart  . 

Lodges  Corner  . 

Hawley  Memorial  . 

Sheridan  . 


10.00 

20.00 

25.00 

5.00 

25.00 

122.00 

15.50 

100.00 

25.00 

35.00 

26.10 


The  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education,  is 
sponsoring  this  summer  two  work¬ 
shops  for  directors  o  f  Christian 
education  and  is  co-operating  in 
another  that  will  be  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

Due  to  the  demand  for  directors 
a  large  attendance  at  the  work¬ 
shops  is  of  paramont  importance, 
says  Miss  Lilia  Mills  of  the  division 
staff,  who  is  responsible  for  pro¬ 
moting  attendance  at  these  enter¬ 
prises. 

First  workshop  on  the  calendar 
will  be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  near 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  July  16-21. 
Leaders  will  be  Dr.  Leon  M.  Ad¬ 
kins,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Local  Church  Division;  Dr.  Donald 
M.  Maynard,  professor  of  religious 
education,  Boston  University;  D  r . 
Robert  M.  P  o  w  ell,  Westminister, 
Maryland,  professor  of  psychology 
of  Religion  and  Christian  education, 
Westminster  Theological  Seminary; 
and  Miss  Madge  Franklin,  Pales¬ 
tine,  Texas,  director  of  children’s 
work  for  the  Texas  Conference  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  second  workshop  sponsored 
by  the  Local  Church  Division  will 
be  held  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  August  6-10.  Leaders 
will  be  Dr.  Adkins,  Dr.  Maynard, 
Dr.  Powell,  and  Miss  LaDonna  Bo- 
gardus,  Nashville,"  Department  of 
the  Christian  Education  of  Chil¬ 
dren,  Division  of  the  Local  Church. 

Both  workshops  are  for  directors 
of  Christian  education,  educational 
assistants,  and  ministers  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  program  of  Christian 
education  in  the  local  church.  Miss 
Mills  will  be  chairman  of  both 
workshops. 

National  Workshop,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  will  be  held  July  23- 
29  at  Conference  Point  Camp,  Wil¬ 
liams  Bay,  Wisconsin.  It  is  exclu¬ 
sively  for  those  who  are  employed 
by  a  local  church  to  give  direction 
to  its  educational  work. 

Persons  from  the  staff  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Ljical  Church  who 
will  serve  as  leaders  for  National 
Workshop,  will  be  Dr.  Edward  D. 
Staples,  director,  Department  o  f 
the  Christian  Family,  and  Miss  Ai- 
leen  Sanborn,  Department  of  Lead¬ 
ership  Education,  both  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee. 

For  further  •  information  about 
the  workshops  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  and 
Lake  Junaluska,  write  to  your  con¬ 
ference  executive  secretary. 

Information  about  the  National 
Workshop  may  be  had  from  the 
Department  of  Administration  and 
Leadership,  National  Council  o  f 
Churches,  257  Fourth  Avenue,  New 
York  10,  New  York. 


Rison  . 5.00 

England  .  54.63 

Humphrey  .  10.52 

Carr  Memorial,  Pine  Bluff  .  27.15 

Grand  Avenue,  Stuttgart  .  259.00 

$  764.90 

Grand  Total  . $5,842.29 


Fred  Gantt,  Treasurer 
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Indian  Methodists  Endow  Chair 
At  American  College 


Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A 
gift  of  100,000  rupees  (21,000)  to 
endow  a  chair  of  India  studies  at 
an  American  Methodist  college  or 
seminary  has  been  made  by  The 
Methodist  Church  of  India. 

It  was  presented  to  the  General 
Conference  of  The  Methodist  Church 
here  as  part  of  an  “India  day”  ob¬ 
servance  marking  the  centennial  of 
Methodism  in  that  country. 

Bishop  Shot  K.  Mondol  of  Hyder- 
bad  made  the  presentation.  He  said 
it  was  “a  very  humble  token  of  our 


Urban  Clergy  Complain  About 
Too  Much  Paper  Work 

Chicago  (RNS)  —  The  principal 
complaint  of  today’s  urban  clergy¬ 
man  is  that  he  has  to  spend  most  of 
his  time  on  things  he  considers  irk¬ 
some  and  unimportant. 

Among  these  are  “paper  work,” 
“running  the  mimeograph  machine,” 
“attending  too  many  purposeless 
meetings,”  and  “dealing  with  de¬ 
manding  people.” 

This  was  brought  out  in  a  report 
presented  to  a  meeting  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  urban 
church  department. 

The  report  was  prepared  by  Dr. 
Samuel  W.  Blizzard,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  and  associate  professor  of 
sociology  at  Pennsylvania  State  U- 
niversity,  on  the  basis  of  a  survey 
he  conducted  for  the  Russell  Sage 
Foundation.  Some  1,500  clergymen 
of  22  denominations  graduated  from 
80  different  seminaries  were  ques¬ 
tioned  in  the  study. 

The  survey  showed  that  a  large 
number  of  ministers  feel  irritated 
because  they’re  urged  to  spend 
much  time  organizing  and  adminis¬ 
tering  church  functions  for  which 
they  have  little  training  or  liking. 

“Today’s  minister  considers  that 
he  was  trained  to  be  a  preacher 
and  pastor,”  Dr.  Blizzard  stated. 
“And  these  are  the  roles  he  likes 
best.” 


Congressional  Group  Defies  Court 
Order  Halting  Pamphlet 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
joint  Congressional  committee  in¬ 
structed  the  Government  Printing 
Office  and  Office  of  Public  Docu¬ 
ments  to  ignore  a  temporary  Federal 
District  Court  order  halting  distri¬ 
bution  of  a  pamphlet  listing  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tions  as  a  “Communist-front.” 

Sen.  Carl  Hayden  (D.-Ariz.), 
chairman  of  the  Senate-House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Printing,  said  it  was  the 
committee’s  belief  that  the  court’s 
injunction  was  unconstitutional. 

“If  a  court  can  enjoin  Congress 
from  issuing  a  report,”  he  said,  “it 
will  be  only  a  matter  of  time  before 
our  remarks  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate  or  House  would  be  subject 
to  review  and  a  complete  breakdown 
of  separation  of  powers  would  en¬ 
sue.” 

The  court  order  was  issued  by 
District  Judge  Robert  N.  Wilkin  at 
the  request  of  the  unofficial  Metho¬ 
dist  agency.  An  application  for  a 
permanent  injunction  is  scheduled 
to  be  presented  May  11  in  Federal 
Court  of  Appeals  here. 

The  pamphlet,  “Handbook  for 
Americans,”  was  issued  in  a  6,500- 


profound  gratitude  —  a  token  of  our 
abiding  love  —  a  token  of  our  deep 
and  sincere  appreciation  of  what 
you  have  done  for  us  for  a  period 
of  100  years.” 

A  greeting  from  Dr.  Rajendra 
Prasad,  president  of  India,  to  the 
General  Conference  was  read  by  the 
Rev.  P.C.B.  Balaram  of  Lucknow, 
director  of  the  Indian  Methodist 
Centenary  Forward  Movement. 

The  day’s  program  concluded  with 
a  pageant,  “Live  for  a  Hundred 
Years,”  which  traced  the  history  of 
Indian  Methodism.  Featured  were 
Minneapolis  actors  and  the  18- voice 
Indian  Methodist  Centenary  choir 
and  orchestra  which  has  traveled 
about  6,000  miles  over  the  United 
States  since  arriving  in  February. 

Speaking  during  the  pageant  pro¬ 
gram,  Bishop  J.  Waskom  Pickett  of 
Delhi,  senior  Methodist  bishop  in 
India,  said  most  of  the  600,000 
Methodists  of  India  have  come  from 
among  the  very  poor. 

Today,  he  reported,  The  Methodist 
Church  in  India  is  “winning  an  un¬ 
precedented  number  of'''  privileged 
upper  classes  because  it  has  so  many 
men  and  women  whose  transformed 
characters  and  enriched  personali¬ 
ties  speak  of  the  power  of  Jesus 
Christ  with  an  eloquence  and  power 
no  mere  words  can  command.” 


Chicago  (RNS) — Two  men  who 
left  promising  professional  and  busi¬ 
ness  careers  to  become  ministers 
explained  their  decisions  at  a  Loop 
luncheon  gathering. 

“I  came  to  the  deep  conviction 
that  the  key  to  survival  for  our 
civilization  lies  in  the  Christian 
Church,”  said  the  Rev.  Telfer  Mook, 
who  eight  years  ago  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  lawyer  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.. 

“People’s  greatest  problems  are 
not  economic  or  political  but  per¬ 
sonal  and  religious,”  said  John  S. 
Broeksmit  Jr.,  until  1954  an  assist¬ 
ant  buyer  for  Sears,  Roebuck  and 
Co. 

Mr.  Mook,  39,  who  was  graduat¬ 
ed  last  June  from  Chicago  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  is  now  minister  of 
First  Congregational  church,  Con¬ 
cord,  N.  H. 

Mr.  Broeksmit,  35,  is  a  senior  at 
the  seminary  serving  as  assistant 
minister  of  Wilmette  (Ill.)  Congre¬ 
gational  church. 

Both  told  the  seminary’s  Board 
of  Associates  at  the  luncheon  in  the 
University  Club  that  they  were 
married  and  had  two  children  at 


copy  edition  last  December  by  the 
Senate  Internal  Security  subcom¬ 
mittee.  On  April  23,  a  concurrent 
Senate-House  resolution  authorized 
the  printing  of  an  additional  75,000 
copies. 

When  the  handbook  was  first  is¬ 
sued,  the  federation  had  asked  to 
be  heard  on  the  question  of  its  list¬ 
ing  but  the  request  was  denied. 

Attorneys  for  the  group  charged 
in  the  injunction  application  that 
it  has  never  received  an  opportunity 
to  answer  the  allegation  that  it  is 
a  “Communist  front.” 


United  Church  Of 
North  Australia 
Inaugrated 

Alice  Springs,  Australia  (RNS)  — 
Merger  of  the  Methodist/  Congre¬ 
gational  and  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  Australia’s  Northern  Territory 
was  marked  at  a  service  in  a  newly 
dedicated  church  here.  The  new 
body  is  called  the  United  Church 
of  North  Australia. 

Union  of  the  three  church  groups 
has  been  in  effect  for  some  time 
at  Darwin,  north  coast  port  some 
800  miles  north  of  here. 

The  new  church  was  built  as  a 
memorial  to  Dr.  John  Flynn,  pioneer 
Presbyterian  missionary  in  central 
Australia’s  vast  and  sparsely  settled 
sandy  desert  area  of  which  Alice 
Springs  is  the  “metropolis.” 

Dr.  Flynn  founded  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church’s  Australian  Inland  Mis¬ 
sion.  He  alo  inaugurated  the  Flying 
Doctor  Service  and  the  use  of  pedal- 
powered  radio  sets  to  provide  medi¬ 
cal  aid  for  and  maintain  communi¬ 
cations  between  isolated  stations 
(ranches)  in  the  back  country. 

The  dedication  service  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Governor  General  Sir 
William  Slim;  Prime  Minister  Rob¬ 
ert  G.  Menzies;  Dr.  Frank  W.  Rol- 
land,  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Australia;  and  the  heads 
of  the  Congregational  Union  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Australia. 


the  time  they  decided  on  full-time 
Christian  careers. 

Mr.  Mook  was  executive  director 
of  Des  Moines’  Committee  for  Good 
Government,  which  successfully  in¬ 
augurated  a  city  manager  plan  of 
government,  when  he  began  serving 
his  Plymouth  Congregational  church 
as  religious  education  director. 

“As  I  got  into  it,  I  began  to  real¬ 
ize  that  this  was  really  what  I 
wanted  to  do  with  my  life,”  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

He  urged  the  board  members  to 
seek  out  the  countless  young  per¬ 
sons  in  their  own  churches  “who 
are  only  waiting  for  guidance  and 
inspiration  to  go  into  fall-time 
church  service.” 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  More 
than  80,000  children  15  years  of 
age  or  younger  were  arrested  by 
police  in  the  United  States  last 
year,  FBI  Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
reported  here.  The  number  charged 
with  serious  crimes  showed  a  sharp 
increase  over  1954. 

The  report  presented  for  the  first 
time  detailed  statistics  as  to  the 
rate  in  which  youthful  offenders 
are  becoming  involved  in  serious 
infractions  of  the  law.  The  figures 
were  compiled  from  police  depart¬ 
ments  in  1,477  cities. 

A  total  of  80,122  children  under 
15  were  arrested  in  1955,  compared 
to  65,541  the  year  before.  This  was 
the  sharpest  increase  in  any  age 
bracket,  Mr.  Hoover  noted. 

Twenty-two  children  were  charg¬ 
ed  with  murder  and  five  with  neg¬ 
ligent  manslaughter,  the  report 
showed,  as  against  13  and  four,  re¬ 
spectively  in  1954. 

Arrests  for  armed  robbery  totalled 
903,  or  181  more  than  the  previous 
year.  Charges  of  aggravated  assault 
were  lodged  against  526  youngsters 
— all  under  the  age  of  14— compared 


Bibles  To  Be  Printed 
For  Russian  Churches 

London  (RNS)  —  Preparations 
are  under  way  in  Russia  to  print 
Bibles  for  Protestant  churches 
there,  it  was  reported  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  here  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Dr.  William  J.  Platt,  general 
secretary,  said  the  Bibles  would 
be  printed  from  plates  sent  to 
Russia  by  the  society. 

He  said  that  a  cable  received 
from  Moscow  reported  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  plates  there  and  the 
start  of  publication  plans. 

Dr.  Platt  added  that  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Embassy  here  had  accepted 
the  plates  for  shipment  to  Mos¬ 
cow  without  charge  to  the  so¬ 
ciety. 


METHODISTS  REPORT 
GROWTH  IN  MISSIONS 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A 
steady  growth  in  the  missionary 
enterprise  of  The  Methodist  Church 
during  the  past  four  years  was  re¬ 
ported  at  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  here. 

The  division  of  world  missions 
cited  a  ten  per  cent  growth  in  Meth¬ 
odists  and  a  six  per  cent  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  missionary  force. 

Methodist  membership  overseas 
was  .  reported  at  1,347,908  in  1955; 
giving  at  $8,759,795  and  the  number 
of  missionaries  at  972. 

The  report  also  noted  steady  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  ability  of  national  (na¬ 
tive)  Christians  to  assume  leader¬ 
ship  in  their  churches. 

“Four  years  ago  all  the  27  district 
superintendents  in  one  area  of  Afri¬ 
ca  were  missionaries;  today  11  are 
Africans,”  it  said.  “There  are  now 
three  Brazilian  bishops,  where  a 
year  ago  there  were  only  two. 

“The  Geneva  area  in  Europe  is 
presided  over  by  a  European  bishop 
for  the  first  time.  Malaya  has  elec¬ 
ted  an  Asian  to  very  important  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  the  treasury  office. 

“Korean  leadership  is  significant¬ 
ly  more  aggressive  than  in  1950  and 
Indian  Christians  are  assuming  more 
and  more  the  real  direction  of  their 
own  Church.” 


to  335  in  1954. 

Assaults  which  did  not  result  in 
permanent  bodily  injury  were  com¬ 
mitted  by  1,912  children,  as  against 
1,413  the  year  before. 

Some  163  boys  of  14  and  under 
were  charged  with  rape.  The  1954 
figure  in  this  age  bracket  was  106. 

Twenty-three  girls  14  and  under 
were  charged  with  prostitution,  two 
more  than  the  previous  year.  Lesser 
sex  offenses  involved  1,155  chil¬ 
dren  under  15. 

Burglary  was  the  commonest 
crime  committed  by  the  14-and- 
under  lawbreaker.  A  total  of  12,384 
children  were  arrested  on  this 
charge  in  1955,  compared  with  9,883 
the  year  before.  Auto  theft  ranked 
next,  with  4,211  youngsters  charged, 
compared  to  3,267  in  1954. 

There  were  542  arrests  of  children 
for  drinkenness,  as  against  394  in 
1954. 

Even  such  sophisticated  crimes  as 
forgery  and  embezzlement  attracted 
youthful  offenders.  Eighty-five  chil¬ 
dren  under  15  were  charged  with 
forgery  in  1955  and  94  with  attempt¬ 
ed  embezzlement. 


Business  and  Professional  Men  Tell  Why 
They  Became  Ministers 


80,000  Children  Arrested  by  Police*Last  Year 


MAY  17,  1956 


Page  Thirteen 


METHODIST  YOUTH 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT  WINNER  OF 
ESSAY-ORATION  CONTEST 


Miss  Carolyn  Wilson,  freshman  at 
Arkansas  A.  and  M.  College,  is  the 
Monticello  District  winner  of  the 
Little  Rock  Board  of  Temperance 
Essay-Oration  contest,  according  to 
announcement  by  Rev.  Roland  E. 
Darrow. 

Miss  Wilson  is  an  active  member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Monticello.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Senior  Choir,  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  and  the  director  of  the 
Cherub  Choir.  She  also  finds  time 
to  teach  a  Sunday  School  class. 

Miss  Wilson  wrote  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Abstinence  is  the  Answer,” 
and  along  with  five  other  young 
people  will  be  guests  of  the  Board 
of  Temperance  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session  in  Hot  Springs. 


MISS  CAROLYN  WILSON 


WEEKEND  RETREAT 
AT  CAMP  BENILEA 

The  Senior  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  held  a  week¬ 
end  retreat  at  Camp  Benilea  near 
Covington  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  S.  Lockett 
counselors  of  the  group.  The  group 
of  15  left  New  Orleans  on  Friday 
evening,  April  20,  and  returned  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  according  to  re¬ 
port  by  Mrs.  J.  F.  Reeks,  Jr. 

The  theme  of  the  retreat  was  “I 
Follow  Christ  Above  All.”  The  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  religious  discus¬ 
sions  were  led  by  Rev.  Clarence 
Snelling,  youth  leader  of  the  Tulane- 
Newcomb  Wesley  Foundation.  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakely,  pastor  of  the  church 
and  Mrs.  Blakely,  attended  a  wien¬ 
er  roast  that  was  held  on  Saturday 
night  after  a  full  day  of  recreation 
and  planned  activities.  The  group 
spent  Saturday  swimming,  playing 
badminton,  baseball  and  presented 
a  session  of  brief  dramatic  skits  Sat¬ 
urday  night. 

The  retreat  was  brought  to  a  close 
with  Sunday  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  the  camp. 


AN  ACTIVE  METHODIST 
YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 


MYF  ADDS  TO 
TREASURY 

The  Mangham,  Little  Creek,  and 
Union  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
raised  $55.00  for  its  treasury  on 
Saturday,  May  5th.  Activities  in¬ 
cluded  car-washing,  baby-sitting, 
sweeping,  etc.  The  recently  organi¬ 
zed  MYF  needed  money  and  decided 
to  raise  the  funds  by  spending  one 
day  at  work. 

Plans  are  under  way  to  give  $5 
to  the  Sub-District  to  help  clothe  a 
child  in  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  and  give  another  $5  toward 
dedicating  an  organ  in  memory  of 
Charles  Nolan,  the  Monroe  District 
MYF  treasurer. 


leaders.  This  group  has  on  hand 
$30.00  to  go  to  Wayland  Spring,  and 
it  has  undertaken  such  special  pro¬ 
jects  as  keeping  the  kitchen  clean 
and  keeping  the  lawn  mowed.  Var¬ 
ious  ones  take  turns  each  week  in 
carrying  out  these  projects.  They 
feel  that  it  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  years  in  the  history  of 
the  Calico  Rock  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 


Youth  Group  "Saved" 
Mr.  Kim 

Because  he  became  a  Christian 
himself  through  the  youth  group 
of  a  local  church  and  feels  that  he 
“cannot  neglect  the  very  thing 
through  which  he  was  saved,”  the 
Rev.  Choo  Pyung  Kim  is  studying 
in  this  country  as  a  Crusade  Schol¬ 
ar  to  prepare  himself  more  fully 
for  his  work  as  director  of  the  youth 
department,  Board  of  Education  of 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church. 

Born  in  Korea  of  Buddhist  parents, 
Mr.  Kim  had  no  association  with 
a  Christian  church  until  he  was  in 
his  teens.  Then  he  became  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  youth  group  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  his  village,  a  sub¬ 
urb  of  Seoul.  Later,  he  was  bap¬ 
tized  and  became  a  church  mem¬ 
ber. 

“At  first,”  he  says,  “my  mother 
and  other  relatives  thought  that  my 
church-going  was  merely  a  kind  of 
child’s  play.  Gradually  they  recog¬ 
nized  that  I  was  serious.  Conse¬ 
quently  there  arose  a  big  fuss 
among  our  families.  Some  tried  to 
persuade  me,  and  others  insisted  on 
disinheriting  me.  In  spite  of  all 
those  hardships  and  persecutions  I 
remained  unmoved. 

“Gradually  I  felt  a  voice  in  my 
heart  calling  me  to  the  full-time 
Christian  service.  At  first  I  did  not 
give  much  attention  to  it  because 
I  had  never  dreamed  of  becoming 
a  minister.  The  voice  became  so 
clear  to  me  that  I  could  not  deny 
it.” 

Mr.  Kim’s  mother  also  became  a 
Christian  later  on,  and  his  wife, 
formerly  a  nurse  at  Severance  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Korea,  is  a  Christian.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  three  years 
old. 

Mr.  Kim  entered  the  Methodist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Seoul  in 
1941,  but  by  the  time  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  second-year  course  he 
felt  that  the  school  was  influenced 
so  greatly  by  Japanese  oppression 
that  he  left.  When  Korea  was  lib¬ 
erated  in  1945,  he  entered  Chosun 
Christian  University.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  course  at  the  university, 
he  was  a  district  evangelist  until 
the  communist  invasion  of  South 
Korea  began.  When  U.N.  forces  re¬ 
captured  Seoul  he  was  appointed 
to  Changchun  Methodist  Church, 
the  church  in  which  he  was  brought 
up  as  a  Christian. 

From  May,  1950,  to  August,  1952, 
he  worked  with  the  Rev.  Charles 
A.  Saur  as  translator  of  The  Upper 
Room.  Other  books  which  he  trans¬ 
lated  are  The  Abiding  Presence  by 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Methodist  Youth  Will  Be  Represented 
At  World  Methodist  Conference 


Carmen  Ann  Estes  was  elected 
president  of  the  Calico  Rock  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  at  a  meeting 
held  on  Sunday  evening,  May  6. 
Miss  Estes  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  MYF  and  has  been  a  leader  in 
Sub-District  work. 

Other  officers  include:  Andy 
Whitfield,  vice  -  president;  Carol 
Helm,  secretary;  Sandra  McVey, 
treasurer,  and  June  Moody,  report¬ 
er. 

During  the  past  year  the  MYF 
has  had  a  regularly  scheduled  trail- 
ways  in  which  three  cars  go  out 
each  Sunday  to  all  points  on  the 
five-point  charge.  This  makes  it 
possible  for  the  youth  at  each 
church  on  the  charge  to  attend  the 
Youth  Fellowship  at  Calico  Rock. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  com¬ 
bined  MYF  $51.00  has  been  sent  to 
the  MYFund,  which  was  more  than 
the  Batesville  District  contributed 
last  year,  according  to  report  of 


The  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  and  the 
National  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth  have  been  asked  to  select 
twelve  youth  to  represent  the  young 
people  of  The  Methodist  Church  at 
the  World  Methodist  Conference 
that  will  meet  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina,  September  1-12,  it 
has  been  announced  by  the  Rev. 
Harold  W.  Ewing,  director  of  the 
Youth  Department. 

The  delegation  is  limited  and  the 
delegates  should  have  the  highest 
possible  qualifications.  Nominations 
will  be  made  by  any  conference 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  de¬ 
siring  to  do  so.  From  these  nomina¬ 
tions  the  twelve  delegates  will  be 
selected  by  the  Youth  Department 
and  the  National  Conference. 

“We  feel  this  to  be  a  significant 


opportunity  for  young  people  from 
The  Methodist  Church  to  share  in 
creative  discussion  with  youth  and 
adults  from  many  countries  in  the 
world,”  Mr.  Ewing  said.  “And  we 
feel  also  that  Methodists  in  this 
country  should  know  that  the  MYF 
will  be  represented  at  this  import¬ 
ant  meeting,”  he  continued. 

The  theme  selected  for  the  con¬ 
ference  is  “Methodists  in  the  Con¬ 
temporary  World.”  Delegations  from 
40  Methodist  constituent  bodies  have 
been  asked  to  include  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  groups. 

MYF  delegates  to  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  will  be  in¬ 
vited  also  to  meet  with  the  Nation¬ 
al  Conference  of  Methodist  Youth 
when  it  convenes  at  Brevard  Col¬ 
lege,  Brevard,  North  Carolina,  Aug¬ 
ust  18-24. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

BREAKING  THE  BARRIERS 

The  ability  to  communicate  with 
another  person  is  something  we  take 
pretty  much  for  granted.  After  all, 
our  parents  understood  our  infant’s 
gurgling  and  yelling,  they  even  un¬ 
derstood  our  childish  goobleydook, 
and  now  seem  able  to  translate  our 
teen-aged  slanguage.  Others  around 
us  speak  a  reasonably  clear  form 
of  Americanized  English,  and  we 
never  give  much  thought  to  how 
important  is  that  ability  to  commu¬ 
nicate. 

This  happened  to  me  the  other 
night  on  a  plane  up  from  the  south. 
The  plane  which  took  me  out  of 
Jacksonville  and  the  sunny  south 
for  Chicago  and  the  stormy  north 
had  begun  its  trip  in  San  Juan, 
Puerto  Rico.  There  were  at  least 
15  of  the  80  passengers  who  were 
natives  of  that  territory  and  who 
knew  little  if  any  English.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  lady  who  sat  next  to  me 
does  not  speak  or  understand  Eng¬ 
lish  at  all.  A  normal  plane  flight 
could  very  well  have  passed  with¬ 
out  this  language  barrier  being  too 
apparent.  But  our  flight  ran  into 
the  “brothers  and  sisters”  of  the 
tornado  which  was  ripping  through 
Missouri  and  Illinois  about  that 
time,  and  our  scheduled  four  hours 
on  the  plane  became  eight  hours, 
and  the  smooth-flying  Constellation 
became  a  bouncing  ball,  to  the  gas¬ 
tronomic  discomfort  of  a  good  many 
of  the  passengers.  And  this  poor 
lady  had  to  suffer  in  silence  and  in 
a  sense,  all  alone.  No  one  near  her 
spoke  her  language.  Occasionally 
she  would  in  desperation  talk  with 
some  of  her  fellow  nationals  further 
back  in  the  plane.  And  I  was  made 
very  much  aware  of  how  often  I 
take  the  matter  of  communication 
pretty  much  for  granted. 

One  wonders  how  many  of  the 
difficulties  we  get  into  as  indivi¬ 
duals  and  nations  is  due  to  a  break¬ 
down  in  communication!  You  get 
mad  at  one  of  your-  pals  because 
“someone  said  they  heard  he  said 
so  and  so  about  you.”  A  simple  sen¬ 
tence  or  two  of  conversation  and  the 
argument  is  cleared  up.  But  no,  you 
and  he  refuse  to  talk  because  of 
the  reported  insult.  With  commu¬ 
nication  broken  down,  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  chance  of  reconciliation.  So  it 
seems  to  be  with  nations.  We  hear 
that  the  Russians  are  doing  this  or 
that.  “Someone  who  knows  some¬ 
one  who  was  over  there  in  1920’s 
was  telling  my  third  cousin  and  he 
was  telling  me  — ”,  that’s  real  auth¬ 
ority,  isn’t  it?  Or  we,  in  a  burst  of 
teen-aged  enthusiasm  ring  up  Kru- 
shev  in  Moscow  on  the  phone  and 
the  press  reports  the  conversation 
in  full. 

As  I  understand  the  Christian 
faith,  one  of  the  real  reasons  God 
sent  Christ  into  the  world  was  to 
help  break  the  barrier  to  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  Father  and  his 
children.  They  had  wandered  away 
and  were  almost  “in-communicado” 
in  a  far  land.  Jesus  came  to  re-estab¬ 
lish  the  lines  of  communication. 
Those  who  came  to  know  Him, 
came  to  know  God  for,  “He  that 
hath  seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father 
also.” 

Well,  that  line  of  communication 
is  still  functioning,  twenty  centur¬ 
ies  later.  Lent  and  Easter  come  each 
year  to  remind  us  of  the  life  and 
the  victory  of  God’s  Son  who  came 
and  lived  and  died,  and  lives  again 
—  in  order  that  we  might  live 
the  abundant  life  of  vital  Christian¬ 
ity.  How  are  your  Christian  lines  of 
communication? 
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TWENTIETH  CENTURY 
DISCIPLESHIP 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

I  Alvarado  also  has  excellent  school  buildings, 
L  an  enrollment  close  to  seven  hundred  girls. 

Many  Young  Missionaries 
It  was  heartening  to  find  so  many  young 
LsSionaries  on  the  field,  young  women,  young 
Li  and  young  couples.  It  is  thrilling  to  see  that 
ealistic  youth  will  invest  their  talents  where 
Ly  count  for  most.  Bishop  Holt  said  he  firmly 
[lieves  that  a  missionary  can  make  the  great- 
[t  life  for  himself  that  is  possible  for  any  per- 
L  God  calls  —  He  needs  hearts,  minds,  hands 
i  fashion  out  the  world  that  is  to  be. 

In  olden  days,  a  person  of  high  concern 
uuid  undergo  the  discipline  of  holiness.  John 


Wesley  formed  a  Holy  Club,  joining  in  a  holy 
fellowship;  and  in  a  planned  discipline  with  his 
fellows  of  like  spirit,  they  worked  for  “the  Glory 
of  God”. 

Way  Of  Holy  Discipline 

It  may  be  said  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  that  a  new  way  of  holy  disci¬ 
pline  is  being  shaped,  for  we  women  would  try 
to  sense  a  greater  glory  that  might  invest  all  of 
life,  and  with  like-minded  women  we  would 
work  for  the  greater  enrichment  of  life  for 
others.  Self-dedication  and  self-discipline  takes 
many  forms.  The  important  thing,  according  to 
Mr...  H.  A.  Overstreet  in  writing  “The  Mature 
Mind”,  is  that  individuals  should  lend  them¬ 
selves,  heart  and  soul  to  something  beyond  their 
own  ego-satisfactions.  Today  we  are  a  consecra¬ 


ted  group  conscientiously  trying  to  do  the  things 
that  need  to  be  done.  We  dedicate  our  hearts, 
our  hands,  our  minds  to  help  God  build  His  King¬ 
dom  according  to  God’s  plan  and  purpose.  We 
discipline  our  lives  for  the  Divine  Commission 
comes  down  to  us,  not  only  through  Matthews’ 
gospel,  as  He  said:  “Go  ye  therefore  and  teach 
all  nations  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you”;  but  J.  B.  Phillips  trans¬ 
lates  Luke’s  writings  in  Acts  with  Jesus  having 
said:_  “You  will  be  witnesses  to  me,  not  only  in 
Jerusalem,  not  only  in  Judea,  not  only  in  Sam¬ 
aria,  but  to  the  very  ends  of  the  earth.  And  thus 
Jesus  commissions  us  —  His  twentieth  century 
disciples  —  “That  the  World  May  Know”  of  His 
Redemptive  Love. 


New  Books 

[Abingdon  Party  And 
Banquet  Book 

I  By  Mrs.  Clyde  Merrill  Maguire 

Published  By  Abingdon  Press 
160  Pages — Price  $1.95 

Complete  Plans,  Decorations, 
Menus,  and  Stunts 
r  Nineteen  Parties  and  Banquets 

Men  you  are  appointed  chair- 
of  the  banquet  at  your  club 
.  When  you  are  asked  to  plan  a 
nner  for  your  church  .  .  .  When 
Ku  want  to  give  a  party  for  your 
bnagers  .  .  .  When  you  entertain 
i  home  .  .  .  here  is  help  from  the 
Election  of  an  experienced  recrea- 
fn  leader  to  guide  you  in  becom- 
the  perfect  party-given. 
Adaptability  is  the  keynote  of  the 
bingdon  Party  and  Banquet  Book. 
&sed  on  a  wide  selection  of  themes, 
plans  can  be  varied  to  fit  the 
eds  of  any  group,  place,  or  occa- 
Bn.  All  the  ideas  have  been  tested 
actual  use  to  insure  their  work- 
plility. 

he  plans  include  suggestions  for 
corations,  reception  of  guests,  ice- 
|eakers,  menus,  program  covers, 
d  entertainment.  Clever  line 
awings  show  how  to  make  invi- 
ions,  programs,  and  the  like, 
ere  is  a  section  on  Cooking  for 
Sating  Meetings,”  which  includes 
guide  for  buying  canned  foods,  a 
ide  for  buying  foods  in  quantity, 
icipes  (for  50  servings),  and  such 
:1Ps  as  a  timetable  for  roasting 
ats. 

Most  of  the  entertainment  has 
!en  planned  for  the  purpose  of 
oviding  fun  only,  but  one  banquet 
Particular  (Lighthouse  Reflec¬ 
ts)  is  serious  in  nature,  its  cli- 
x  a  spiritual  challenge.  This  one 
lUld  be  especially  suitable  for  a 
IUn6  people’s  group  at  church. 

Contents 

Dine  at  the  Terrific  Tearoom 
pinner),  Reunion  Banquet  (for 
ign-School  Class),  “Heart  and  Ar- 
w  Airlines”  Banquet,  Lighthouse 
Actions  Banquet,  Everybody’s 
l  tday  Banquet,  Mother  Is  a  Jew- 
(M  o  t  h  e  r-Daughter  Banquet), 
arSf°°m  Capers  Banquet,  “Spice 
<■  ”  banquet,  An  Irish  Lunch- 
’’  All  I  Want  Is  Music”  Banquet, 
urrah  It’s  Spring!”  Dinner,  Din- 
Honoring  Engaged  Couple, 

;  Kut-up”  Banquet,  Christ- 

s  chopping  Banquet,  In  the  Good 
summertime  (A  “Come  as  you 
Dinner),  “Date  Week  at 
aas”  Dinner,  Progress 
igs”U^’  Cooking  for  “Eating  Meet- 
ihr’  Reunion  °f  Rubes”  Dinner, 
5x  10SraPhy,  Mystery  Banquet,  In- 
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“THIS  IS  THE  MIRACLE” 

“This  sophisticated  age  professes 
not  to  believe  in  miracles.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  repeating  what  the 
first-century  demanded  of  Jesus, 
‘Show  us  a  sign.’  We  marvel  at  the 
ingenuity  of  scientific  research  and 
invention  and  overlook  the  real  mir¬ 
acle  that  takes  place  in  the  hearts 
of  men.  We  still  stand  in  awe  of  the 
tale  of  five  biscuits  and  two  fish 
transformed  into  food  for  five  thou¬ 
sand  people.  Is  not  the  essential  mir¬ 
acle  the  transformation  of  one  per¬ 
son’s  mind  and  spirit?  The  real 
miracle  is  found  not  in  the  gigantic 
or  the  colossal  but  in  the  simple  and 
in  the  small.”  —  Dr.  Leon  M.  Ad¬ 
kins,  executive  secretary  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Local  Church,  General 
Board  of  Education. 


OBITUARIES 

FULTON — Rev.  Raleigh  V.  Fulton 
was  born  on  July  15,  1869,  and  died 
on  September  21,  1955,  at  his  home 
in  Clinton,  La.,  at  the  age  of  86 
years. 

Mr.  Fulton  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Rev.  Jesse  Fulton  and  Lucy  Ann 
Hammett  Fulton.  He  was  married 
July  25,  1897,  to  Miss  Lillie  C.  Boyd. 
He  is  survived  by  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Richardson,  Alexandria, 
and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Boone,  Woodworth, 
La.,  a  son,  R.  V.  Fulton,  Jr.,  Pine- 
ville;  ten  grandchildren  and  nine 
great-grandchildren,  and  a  brother, 
Dr.  E.  S.  Fulton  of  North  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

Brother  Fulton  served  as  a  sup¬ 
ply  in  DeRidder  and  Sicily  Island. 
After  his  ordination  he  served  the 
following  charges:  Denham  Springs, 


T  i  c  k  f  a  w  ,  Greensburg,  Zachary, 
Pineville,  Bienville,  Pine  Grove, 
Farmerville,  and  Calhoun. 

While  in  Calhoun  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Pauline  Boyd  Gilliland  on 
September  2,  1923.  He  served  Hall 
Summit,  Harrisonburg,  Clay,  and 
Choudrant  charges  up  until  the 
death  of  his  wife,  when  he  was  sent 
to  Springfield,  La.  On  July  18,  1937, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Wales, 
who  survives  him.  At  this  time,  he 
served  Lottie  and  Greensburg 
charges,  having  been  pastor  of  the 
latter  place  25  years  earlier.  This 
completed  his  32  years  of  active 
ministry  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  assisted 
by  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
District.  Interment  was  in  the  Davis 
Springs  cemetery  near  the  church 
he  joined  as  a  young  boy,  the  scene 
of  his  first  marriage,  and  the  church 
he  belonged  to  when  he  joined  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  1909. — W. 
D.  Milton 


STROZIER — Mrs.  Hester  Emeline 
Strozier,  age  67,  died  on  Sunday, 
April  29,  in  Jena,  where  she  made 
her  home. 

Funeral  rites  were  held  from  the 
Belah  Methodist  Church  with  Rev. 
W.  O.  Lynch,  Rev.  A.  N.  Baum,  and 
Rev.  J.  H.  Sewell  officiating. 

Mrs.  Strozier  was  the  wife  of  the 
late  Rev.  J.  M.  Strozier  of  Jena. 
They  lived  all  their  lives  in  this 
community.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Belah  Methodist  Church. 

The  church  has  lost  a  faithful 
member  and  worker  in  the  church. 
She  was  a  kind  neighbor  and  a 
wonderful  mother. 

She  will  be  greatly  missed. — Mrs. 
Alonzo  Taylor 


YOUTH  GROUP  “SAVED” 
MR.  KIM 

(Continued  from  page  14) 

Lettice  Shann,  The  Case  for  Chris¬ 
tianity  by  C.  S.  Lewis,  Foundations 
for  Reconstruction  by  Elton  True- 
blood,  and  The  Gospel  of  Mark  by 

Charles  Erdman. 

In  June,  1952,  Mr.  Kim  became 
youth  director  and  was  ordained  in 
March,  1953.  He  will  return  this 
summer  to  Korea  after  two  years 
of  study  at  Drew  University.  Mr. 
Kim’s  wife  has  contributed  greatly 
to  his  study  by  working  as  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  support  herself,  her  mother- 
in-law,  and  their  four  children. 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need7 
Hawkins  Machinery  Company 
1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
_  Phone  FR  5-8500 


G  O  W  N  S 

»  Pvlpit  and  Choir  • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Church  Furniture  .  Stole* 
Embroideries  .  Vestments 
Hangings  .  Communion 
Sets  •  Altar  Brass  Goods  I  I  j 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

REV.  H.  O.  BOLIN 

Laaaon  baaed  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  ths  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  MAY  27,  1956 
“SHARING  THE  GOSPEL  WITH  THE  WORLD” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIBLE:  Acts 
13:1-4,  44-49. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “We  are  ambassadors  for 
Christ,  God  making  his  appeal  through  us.  We  beseech 
you  on  behalf  of  Christ  be  reconciled  to  God.”  (2  Corinth¬ 
ians  5:20) 


This  is  the  fourth  lesson  of  eight- 
sessions  UNIT  X:  “NEW  HORI¬ 
ZONS”.  All  of  these  lessons  are 
closely  related  to  the  general  theme 
of  the  unit.  For  this  reason  it  is  well 
to  keep  in  mind  this  theme  as  we 
progress  from  lesson  to  lesson:  i  “to 
help  men  and  women  understand 
the  essentials  of  conversion  and  be¬ 
come  enthusiastic  for  the  expansion 
of  Christianity  today  and  tomor¬ 
row.” 

The  first  lesson  of  the  unit  dealt 
with  the  conversion  and  commission 
of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  The  lesfcon  ma¬ 
terial  goes  on  to  tell  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  experience  of  Saul  on  the  Da¬ 
mascus  Road.  Later  he  was  led  into 
Damascus  by  his  companions  and 
Ananias  was  directed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  go  to  his  rescue.  The  Spirit 
in  a  vision  went  on  to  inform  An¬ 
anias  that  Saul  was  to  be  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  Gentiles. 

Our  second  lesson  emphasized  the 
fact  that  the  gospel  is  for  all  men. 
The  material  of  the  lesson  told  of 
Peter’s  vision  at  Joppa  and  his  call 
to  go  to  Caesarea  to  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  Cornelius  and  his  family.  As 
he  preached  to  them  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  upon  them.  Peter  then 
baptized  them  and  received  them 
into  the  Christian  fellowship.  These 
were  the  first  Gentiles  ever  to  join 
this  fellowship  without  coming  in 
as  proselytes  to  Judaism. 

The  third  lesson  called  attention 
to  a  church  with  concern.  The  les¬ 
son  material  dealt  with  the  church 
at  Antioch.  Certain  Greek-speak¬ 
ing  Jews  went  from  Cyprus  and 
Cyrene  to  the  Antioch  church.  No 
doubt  these  people  had  heard  of  the 
conversion  and  reception  the  Gen¬ 
tile  Cornelius  and  his  family.  This 
led  them  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles 
at  Antioch.  Many  believed  and  a 
great  revival  broke  out.  The  church 
at  Jerusalem  was  concerned.  Barn¬ 
abas  was  sent  to  Antioch  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  matter.  He  was  elated 
over  the  great  spiritual  awakening 
of  that  city  and  he  went  to  Tarsus 
and  got  Saul  to  come  and  help  with 
the  work.  Later  the  church  at  An¬ 
tioch  repaid  the  interest  of  the  Je¬ 
rusalem  church  by  sending  help  to 
them  in  the  time  of  a  famine.  Both 
of  these  churches  were  churches  of 
concern. 

That  brings  us  to  our  lesson  for 
today,  “Sharing  the  Gospel  With 
the  World”.  One  of  the  chief  quali¬ 
ties  of  Christianity  is  the  fact  that  it 
is  a  religion  of  sharing.  When  one 
shares  his  material  possessions  with 
others,  they  grow  less,  but  such  is 
not  the  case  with  great  spiritual 
ideals  and  principles.  As  an  indivi¬ 
dual  or  a  group  shares  these  with 
others,  they  increase.  The  Christian 
movement  learned  this  great  lesson 
in  the  early  years  of  its  existence. 

A  Look  at  The  Scriptures 

Our  lesson  begins  by  calling  at¬ 
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tention  to  certain  prophets  and 
teachers  who  were  in  the  church  at 
Antioch.  Five  of  these  men  are 
mentioned,  but  only  two  of  them, 
Barnabas  and  Saul,  have  come  to 
mean  anything  to  us.  This  does  not 
mean  that  these  other  three  men 
were  idle.  The  chances  are  they 
were  very  active.  It  is  a  known 
fact  that  literally  thousands  of 
faithful,'  consecrated  Christian 
workers  were  loyal  in  those  days," 
as  has  been  the  case  all  down 
through  the  history  of  the  church, 
yet  they  never  got  their  names  in 
print.  Barnabas  and  Saul  were  for¬ 
tunate  in  that  they  had  a  faithful 
chronicler  like  Dr.  Luke  to  keep  a 
record  of  their  activities. 

Some  scholars  suggest  that  the 
S'ymeon  mentioned  in  our  lesson 
was  the  Simon  who  helped  Christ 
carry  his  cross.  At  least  both  of 
these  men  were  from  Cyrene,  a  city 
of  Upper  Libya,  a  province  in  North 
Africa.  The  term  “Niger”  is  applied 
to  the  Symeon  of  our  lesson.  The 
word  means  “black”.  It  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  the  same  as  the  colloquial 
word  “nigger”  that  is  sometimes 
wrongly  used  in  the  place  of  the 
term  “Negro”. 

Anyway,  these  leaders  of  the 
church  at  Antioch  came  together 
and  were  fasting  and  praying,  and 
as  they  did  so,  the  Holy  Spirit  im¬ 
pressed  them  to  send  Barnabas  and 
Saul  on  a  missionary  journey.  They 
then  laid  their  hands  upon  them  in 
an  act  of  dedicating  them  to  this 
task,  and  sent  them  away. 

This  has  come  to  be  known  in 
the  history  of  the  church  as  Paul’s 
first  missionary  journey.  This  was 
quite  a  long  journey,  especially  for 
that  time,  but  it  was  not  as  exten¬ 
sive  as  the  other  two  which  are 
mentioned  in  Acts. 

Antioch  was  the  third  largest  city 
of  that  day.  It  had  a  population  of 
some  500,000.  It  was  an  inland  city 
some  14  miles  from  the  shore  of 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  on  the  bank 
of  the  Orontes  River.  It  had  a  sea¬ 
port,  Seleucia,  on  the  sea  coast  at 
the  mouth  of,  this  river.  Barnabas 
and  Saul  first  went  to  this  port 
from  Antioch  and  then  set  sail  for 
the  island  of  Cyprus  which  was 
about  100  miles  distant.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Cyprus  was  the 
native  home  of  Barnabus.  They  had 
some  wonderful  experiences  there. 
From  Cyprus,  Barnabas  and  Saul 
sailed  for  the  mainland  of  Asia 
Minor.  It  will  be  noted  that  up  to 
this  point  in  the  narrative  Barna¬ 
bas  was  the  leader.  His  name  was 
always  mentioned  first,  and  Paul 
was  designated  by  the  Hebrew 
form  of  his  name  “Saul”.  But  be¬ 
fore  leaving  the  Island  of  Cyprus 
the  matter  was  changed;  Paul  be¬ 
came  the  leader  and  from  then  on 
throughout  the  missionary  journeys 
of  these  men  his  name  was  men¬ 


tioned  first,  and  not  only  so,  the 
Roman  form  of  the  name  was  used 
in  the  place  of  the  Hebrew. 

At  this  point  the  lesson  material 
skips  some  forty  verses  of  the  nar¬ 
rative  and  when  it  is  resumed  Paul 
and  Barnabas  have  arrived  at  An¬ 
tioch  in  Pisidia. 

The  Jews  then,  as  is  the  case  now, 
inhabited  every  major  city  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  wherever 
there  were  as  many  as  ten  of  them 
they  built  a  synagogue.  Paul  was  in 
the  habit  of  going  to  these  syna¬ 
gogues  and  preaching  first  to  the 
Jews  and  the  proselytes  to  Judaism. 
He  did  that  on  this  occasion.  At 
first  his  message  was  received  with 
great  joy.  But  when  the  Jews  saw 
that  Paul  would  bring  the  Gentiles 
into  the  Christian  movement  with¬ 
out  first  making  the  proselytes  to 
Judaism,  and  also  that  this  plan 
was  very  popular  with  the  Gentiles, 
they  became  jealous  and  started  a 
persecution  that  finally  led  to  the 
driving  of  Paul  and  Barnabas  from 
the  city. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  were  very 
courageous  in  the  face  of  this  op¬ 
position.  Dr.  Luke  quotes  them  as 
saying,  “It  was  necessary  that  the 
word  of  God  should  be  spoken  first 
to  you.  Since  you  thrust  it  from 
you,  and  judge  yourselves  unwor¬ 
thy  of  eternal  life,  behold,  we  turn 
to  the  Gentiles.”  Then  Paul  goes 
on  to  quote  from  Isaiah  49:6  to  show 
that  it  was  God’s  will  that  they 
turn  to  the  Gentiles  anyway:  “I 
have  sent  you  to  be  a  light  for  the 
Gentiles,  that  you  may  bring  salva¬ 
tion  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth.” 

The  Gentiles  were  very  happy 
over  the  fact  that  they  could  be¬ 
come  Christians  without  first  be¬ 
coming  proselytes  to  Judsiism. 
Great  numbers  of  them  accepted 
Christ,  and  the  foundation  of  a 
strong  church  was  laid.  The  more 
the  Gentiles  favored  this  plan  the 
more  the  Jews  grew  jealous  of  it, 
and  as  stated  above,  they  finally 
drove  the  missionaries  from  the 
city,  but  not  until  Christianity  was 
firmly  planted  there. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  when 
God  instructed  Ananias  to  render 
help  to  Saul  at  Damascus,  he  had 
informed  him  that  he  had  called 
Saul  to  be  a  missionary  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  but  it  took  this  decisive  action 
on  the  part  of  these  jealous  Jews 
to  drive  him  fully  into  his  task. 
Prior  to  this  time  he  had  always 
gone  to  the  Jews  and  the  prose¬ 
lytes  with  his  message  first.  If  any 
Gentiles  wished  to  accept  his  mes¬ 
sage  he  had  no  objection  to  it,  but 
in  his  mind  the  members  of  Ju¬ 
daism  came  first.  But  after  this  ex¬ 
perience  he  reversed  the  order;  he 
went  direct  to  the  Gentiles  and  if 
any  Jews  wished  to  take  part  in 
the  matter  he  accepted  them. 

This,  however,  did  not  end  Paul’s 
trouble  with  the  Jews.  It  continued 
thoughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  All  during  this  period  many  of 
the  Jews  went  through  the  motion 
of  accepting  Christianity  but  they 
tried  to  make  it  a  sect  within  Ju¬ 
daism.  They  continued  to  insist  that 
Gentiles  had  to  first  become  prose¬ 
lytes  to  Judaism  before  they  could 
become  Christians.  These  people 
were  called  “Judaizers.”  They  fol¬ 
lowed  Paul  around  on  his  mission¬ 
ary  tours  and  tried  to  undo  his  work 
in  several  places.  They  tried  to  con¬ 
vince  Paul’s  converts  that  they 
were  not  really  saved  since  they 
had  not  first  subscribed  to  the  law 
of  Moses.  We  have  about  the  same 
situation  today.  There  are  certain 


narrow-minded  individuals  who  t 
to  un-Christianize  others  becau^ 
they  have  not  been  baptized  vf 
some  particular  mode  of  bapti  J 
or  have  not  united  with  their  p? 
tie  group.  1- 

The  Value  of  Missionary  Work 

Christianity  is  pre-eminently 
missionary  religion.  Without  th3 
work  of  missionaries,  both  hon/ 
and  foreign,  it  would  die.  Some  0f 
the  greatest  thinkers  of  our  tim 
are  declaring  that  the  hope  of  the 
world  lies  in  Christianity.  If  tha* 
be  true,  and  we  fully  believe  it  ;s 
then  the  hope  of  Christianity  he’ 
in  missionary  work. 

Sometime  ago  a  leading  Com. 
munist  admitted  that  the  Christian 
way  of  life  was  on  the  whole  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  Communist  way.  But 
he  insisted  that  the  Communists 
would  win  anyway.  He  based  his 
argument  on  the  fact  that  the 
Christians  were  too  cold  and  indif¬ 
ferent  about  their  movement.  They 
were  too  stingy  and  selfish  to  make 
the  necessary  sacrifice  to  Chris¬ 
tianize  the  world.  He  then  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  hundreds 
of  Communists  were  giving  every¬ 
thing  they  have  above  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  to  spread  their 
way  of  life.  If  what  he  is  saying  is 
true  and  it  continues  to  be  true, 
then  his  prediction  may  also  come 
true.  Somehow  the  writer  cannot 
believe  that  Christian  people  will 
sit  down  on  the  stool-of-do-noth- 
ing  and  let  this  happen.  They,  too, 
will  regain  some  of  their  lost  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  will  sacrifice  until  it 
hurts  to  bring  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

Christianity  was  born  in  sacrifice. 
God  loved  the  world  and  gave  his 
Son.  Christ  loved  the  world  and 
became  a  man  and  died  on  the 
cross  for  its  redemption.  He  is  de¬ 
pending  on  his  followers  to  make 
these  facts  known  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth.  No  one  can  be  an  intel¬ 
ligent  Christian  and  be  against  mis¬ 
sions.  Some  claim  that  they  believe 
in  home  missions  but  not  foreign. 
This  is  also  a  foolish  attitude.  Our 
lesson  material  is  taken  from  the 
account  of  two  great  men,  Paul 
and  Barnabas,  who  were  on  a  for¬ 
eign  missionary  tour.  If  they  and 
others  had  not  gone  on  such  tours, 
we  would  be  in  heathenism  today. 
It  is  .a  well-known  fact  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  had  its  birth  among  the 
Jews  and  all  of  the  early  Christians 
were  Jews.  Suppose  these  early 
Christians  had  said,  “We  only  be¬ 
lieve  in  home  missions.  We  will 
not  carry  this  message  to  anybody 
but  the  Jews.”  Do  you  see  what 
that  would  have  done  to  Christian¬ 
ity  and  also  to  us?  Christianity 
would  not  have  become,  as  it  has 
the  greatest  world-religion  that 
ever  came  to  this  earth,  and  we 
would  have  remained  in  heathen¬ 
ism. 

After  all  Christ  himself  was  a 
missionary;  and  the  most  foreign 
of  all.  A  missionary  is  a  person 
who  is  sent  on  a  mission;  and  a 
foreign  missionary  is  one  who  is 
sent  on  a  mission  to  some 
locality.  Christ  was  sent  by  Goa,  | 
the  Father,  on  a  mission,  and 
came  not  from  some  distant  P‘aC 
on  this  earth  but  from  anothet 
world.  He  is,  therefore,  the  gr®a  e 
of  all  missionaries,  for  he  had 
greatest  mission;  and  he  is  also 
most  foreign,  for  he  came  fronj 
another  world.  To  be  an  intelligen 
Christian  one  must  believe  in  an 
practice  missions,  both  home  an 
foreign. 
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Brown  Memorial  Chapel ,  Centenary  College  Campus ,  Where  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Business  Sessions  Will  Be  Held. 
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BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  since 
1944,  will  be  presiding  at  his  13th 
round  of  regular  sessions  of  the  an¬ 
nual  conferences  since  his  conse¬ 
cration  as  a  Methodist  Bishop. 
Bishop  Martin  has  served  Metho¬ 
dism  in  many  responsibilities  out¬ 
side  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area, 
including  work  with  the  General 
Boards  of  Education  and  Temper¬ 
ance.  During  the  1956-60  quadren- 
nium  he  will  be  a  member  of  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance  which  supervises  the  benev¬ 
olent  and  administrative  giving  of 
Methodism.  He  will  also  serve  dur¬ 
ing  this  quadrennium  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  which  will  give  general  di¬ 
rection  to  the  higher  education  em¬ 
phasis,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference  Commission  to 
study  the  Jurisdictional  System  of 
Methodism. 


Dr.  Pierce  Harris,  pastor  of  the 
Firsts  Methodist  Church,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  Conference  Preacher 
for  the  1956  Louisiana  Conference 
session,  is  widely  known  as  a 
preacher,  platform  speaker,  and 
writer.  His  sermons  will  be  deliver¬ 
ed  in  services  held  Tuesday,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  and  Thursday  evenings  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  and  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
campus. 


DR.  PIERCE  HARRIS 

Page  Two 


Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Program 


2:00  P.M. 
6:00  P.M. 


10:00  A.M. 
10:10  A.M. 
10:25  A.M. 
10:40  A.M. 
11:30  A.M. 
12:20  P.M. 
12:30  P.M. 
2:30  P.M. 
2:45  P.M. 
3:00  P.M. 

4:00  P.M. 
5:30  P.M. 
7:30  P.M. 


8:30  A.M. 
9:00  A.M. 
9:15  A.M. 
9:50  A.M. 
10:00  A.M. 
10:05  A.M. 
10:25  A.M. 
10:40  A.M. 
11:00  A.M. 
11:15  A.M. 
11:30  A.M. 
11:40  A.M. 
12:00  NOON 
12:25  P.M. 
12:30  P.M. 
12:40  P.M. 


2:30  P.M. 
3:30  P.M. 
5:30  P.M. 


7:30  P.M. 


MONDAY— MAY  28,  1956 

Board  Meetings — Science  Building 
Annual  Dinner 

Board  of  Education — College  Cafeteria 
Board  of  Evangelism — College  Cafeteria 


TUESDAY— MAY  29,  1956 
Roll  Call  and  Organization 

Welcome  to  Delegates  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle  and  Mayor  James  Gardner 

Report  No.  1  of  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
Report  No.  1  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 

Report  No.  1  of  Board  of  Education . Dr.  Earl  Moreland 

Introductions  and  Announcements 
Adjournment 

Nominations  from  the  Cabinet 
Report  No.  1  of  Board  of  Missions 

Service  of  Commemoration  . Dr.  F.  M.  Freeman 

Address . Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 

Adjournment 

Scarritt-Vanderbilt  Dinner . First  Methodist  Church 

Preaching  Service  at  First  Methodist  Church . Dr.  Pierce  Harris 

WEDNESDAY— MAY  30,  1956 

Morning  Devotional  . Bishop  Martin 

Report  No.  2  of  Board  of  Missions 

Report  of  Conference  WSCS  President,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones 
Report  of  the  Insurance  Committee 
Report  of  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities .  Mr.  Robert  P.  Lay,  C.  L. 

Recess 

Report  No.  2  of  Board  of  Education 
Report  No.  2  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
Report  of  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
Report  of  Camp  Brewer  Committee 
Report  of  the  Conference  Trustees 
Report  of  the  1000  Club  Committee 
Announcements 
Adjournment 
Luncheons 

Conference  Trustees 

Board  of  Managers  of  Pastors’  School 

Parsonette  Luncheon — Broadmoor  Methodist  Church 


Board  Meetings 

Preaching  Service  in  the  Chapel  . Dr.  Pierce  Harris 

Seminary  Banquets 
Duke — Broadmoor 
S.M.U.— First  Church 

Preaching  Service  at  First  Methodist  Church . Dr.  Pierce  Harris 


8:30  A.M. 
9:00  A.M. 
9:30  A.M. 
9:45  A.M. 
10:00  A.M. 
10:20  A.M. 
10:25  A.M. 
10:30  A.M. 
10:45  A.M. 
11:00  A.M. 
11:15  A.M. 
11:30  A.M. 
11:40  A.M. 
12:30  P.M. 
12:45  P.M. 
3-5:00  P.M. 
3:30  P.M. 
5:30  P.M. 
7:00  P.M. 
7:30  P.M. 


THURSDAY— MAY  31,  1956 

Morning  Devotional . Bishop  Martin 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism 

Report  of  Board  of  Temperance 

Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 

Report  of  Committee  on  Student  Centers  and  Student  Work 

Report  on  District  Records 

Report  of  Commission  on  Minimum  Salary 

Recess 

Report  of  the  Town  and  Country  Commission 
Report  of  Deaconess  Board 

Report  No.  2  of  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
Report  of  the  Legal  Conference 
Report  of  the  Commission  on  World  Peace 
Adjournment 

Luncheon  for  Directors  of  Christian  Education 

Tea  Honoring  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin — James  Dormitory 

Preaching  Service  in  the  Chapel .  Dr.  Pierce  Harris 

Special  Banquets  and  Dinners 

Centenary  College  Choir — A.  C.  Voran,  Director 

Service  of  Ordination 


FRIDAY— JUNE  1,  1956 


8:30 

9:00 

9:40 

10:00 

10:20 

10:40 

10:50 

10:55 

11:00 

11:20 

11:30 

11:40 

12:00 


/  .  • 

A.M. —  Morning  Devotional  .  Bishop 

A.M.  Report  on  New  Quadrennial  Program 

A.M.  Report  of  Louisiana  Methodist  and  Methodist  Information 
A.M.  Report  of  World  Service  and  Finance  Commission 
A.M.  Treasurer's  Report 

A.M.  Report  of  Commission  on  Church  Vocations 
A.M.  Pastors’  School  Announcement 

A.M.  Announcement  of  World  Methodist  Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska 
A.M.  Report  on  Retired  Ministers'  Homes 
A.M.  Report  No.  3  of  Board  of  Education 
A.M.  Conference  Entertainment  Committee  Report 
A.M.  Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 
NOON  Reading  of  Appointments 
Adjournment 


Marti  r 


DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE 


Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  Methodist  educational 
work  since  1923,  except  for  four 
years,  1941-45,  when  he  was  associ¬ 
ate  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  Conference  of  North  America. 
Until  1941  he  served  as  an  instruc¬ 
tor  in  Kwansei  Gakuin  University, 
Japan,  and  he  has  been  head  of 
Centenary  since  1945.  Dr.  Mickle  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport. 


.  Rev.  Leonard  Cook,  vice-president 
of  Centenary  College  since  1953, 
was  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Shreveport  for  the 
10  year  period  prior  to  his  coming 
to  Centenary.  He  is  a  native  of 
Louisiana,  graduated  with  A.B.  from 
Centenary  in  1936,  and  from  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  in 
1939  with  B.D.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Missions  and  Church  Extension  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Arkansas  Meihodisl 
and  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 


REV.  LEONARD  COOKE 
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THE  lost  has  been  found 


Centenary  College 


Recovers  Original  Bell 


By  Margaret  McDonald 


rHE  old  brass  bell  for  which  Centenary  College  officials  have  searched 
for  nearly  half  a  century  has  been  located. 

Oddly  enough,  the  bell  has  been  within  a  few  miles  of  its  original 
location  during  all  the  years  the  hunt  was  pressed  throughout  the 
state  of  Louisiana. 

Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  ordained  Methodist  minister  and  vice  president 
of  the  college,  succeeded  in  bringing  the  long  search  to  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion  last  week  when  he  returned  the  bell  to  the  campus  where  it 
rightfully  belongs. 

When  Centenary  College,  which  had'  its  origins  in  Jackson  in  1825  as 
the  College  of  Louisiana,  was  moved  to  Shreveport  in  1908,  the  bell  could 
not  be  found.  During  the  intervening  years,  many  officials  and  friends  of 
the  college  have  been  seeking  information  as  to  its  whereabouts. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  began  his  personal  search  for  the  bell  about  two 
years  ago.  President  Joe  J.  Mickle  and  Paul  M.  Brown,  chairman  of  the 
Centenary  board  of  trustees,  were  among  those  who  encouraged  the  hunt 
and  followed  up  every  lead  in  their  efforts  to  locate  the  bell.  However,  it 
was  not  until  last  March  that  concrete  information  became  available. 

Rev.  John  Shearer,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Jackson,  East 
Feliciana  Parish,  put  Mr.  Cooke  in  touch  with  Levi  A.  Morrison,  Sr.,  78- 
year-old  Jackson  resident,  who  readily  recalled  the  bell.  Morrison  had 
been  given  the  task  of  supervising  conversion  of  the  west  wing  of  the  old 
college  dormitory  into  a  tuberculosis  sanitorium  after  Centenary  was  moved 
to  Shreveport.  He  said  he  believed  the  old  bell  had  been  removed  about 
that  time  to  the  Ben  Taylor  plantation  five  miles  south  of  Jackson. 

A  portion  of  the  Taylor  plantation  became  Colony  No.  1  of  the  East 


MAY  24,  1956 


Levi  A.  Morrison  Sr.  of  Jackson,  who 
was  very  helpful  in  locating 
the  bell. 


Louisiana  State  Hospital,  and  the  remainder  was  acquired  by  the  state  in 
1910  and  became  Colony  No.  2  of  the  state  mental  hospital.  It  was  behind 
a  brick  building  at  Colony  No.  1  that  the  old  bell,  its  brass  tarnished  but 
its  tone  still  mellow,  was  found. 

The  bell,  about  14  inches  in  diameter,  is  inscribed,  “Buckeye  Bell 
Foundry,  Cincinnati— G.  W.  Coffin  and  Co.”  Information  from  the  Van- 
Duzen  Co.  of  Cincinnati  indicates  the  bell  was  made  between  1846  and 
1865,  the  only  period  in  which  the  company  was  in  business  under  the  name 
of  G.  W.  Coffin.  Since  it  was  in  1846  that  the  name  of  the  college  was 
changed  to  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  and  about  that  time  that  the 
Methodist  church  assumed  its  support,  college  officials  theorize  that  the 
Coffin  Co.  was  the  most  likely  source  from  which  the  college  would  have 
purchased  the  bell.  The  company  was  noted  for  providing  fine  bells  for 
churches,  church  institutions  and  schools. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Riggs  of  Shreveport,  a  retired  Methodist  minister  whose 
task  it  had  been  to  ring  the  old  bell  daily  for  four  years  while  he  was  a 
student  on  the  Jackson  campus,  established  positive  identification.  Called 
to  the  Centenary  campus  to  inspect  the  bell,  he  promptly  declared: 

“That’s  the  old  Centenary  bell,  all  right.  I’d  know  it  anywhere.” 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centenary,  said  the  bell’s  former  luster 
will  be  restored  by  students  in  the  science  department,  and  the  Dell,  which 
once  figured  so  importantly  in  the  history  of  the  college,  will  again  take 
its  place  as  one  of  the  most  cherished  possessions  of  the  oldest  college 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 


Bishops'  Wives,  South  Central  Jurisdiction 


Centenary's  College  Bell,  missing  for  nearly  half  a  century,  was  located  and 
returned  to  the  college  last  week  by  Vice  President  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  left, 
who  is  shown  inspecting  it  with  Dean  Leroy  Vogel,  center,  and  Rev.  Sam 
Riggs,  right,  a  retired  Methodist  minister  who  once  rang  the  bell  daily  while 
a  student  on  the  old  campus  at  Jackson.  (Photo  by  Wayne  Alfred) 


Pictured  above  are  the  Bishops’  wives  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 
Left  to  right:  Mrs.  H.  Bascom  Watts,  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
Martin,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  Mrs.  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Martin,  Dallas;  Mrs.  W.  Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Mrs.  Dana 
Dawson,  Topeka,  Kansas  and  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Selecman,  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  picture  was  made  at  the  recent  General  Conference  session. 
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Editorial 


J4  Sincere  appreciation  Of  ^Bro.  olin 

BECAUSE  of  the  pressing  demands  of  a  city  pastorate,  Rev.  H. 
O.  Bolin,  pastor  of  Highland  Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
feels  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  discontinue 
writing  the  weekly  comments  on  our  Sunday  School  lessons,  which 
he  has  been  doing  for  almost  seven  years.  His  decision  will  be  a 
big  disappointment  for  our  readers  as  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret 
apd  concern  for  the  editors  of  our  publications. 

Bro.  Bolin  has  been  contributing  to  the  Arkansas  Methodist, 
almost  continuously  since  the  first  of  January  1943.  He  has  been 
writing  the  Sunday  School  lessons  for  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
since  it  has  been  published  under  the  present  management.  In 
January  1943  he  became  editor  of  a  Devotional  Page  in  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Methodist  and  continued  that  service,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  months,  until  1949. 

When  failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  Dr.  O.  E.  Goddard 
to  discontinue  writing  the  Sunday  School  lessons,  in  September  of 
1949,  Bro.  Bolin  accepted  that  responsibility  and  has  since  that  time 
written  the  lesson  comments  for  our  publications.  Hence  it  is  that 
for  almost  fifteen  years  he  has  been  making  a  valuable  and  highly 
appreciated  contribution  to  our  publications. 

While  Bro.  Bolin  did  an  excellent  and  very  helpful  work  as 
editor  of  the  Devotional  Page,  it  has  been  as  the  writer  of  our  Sun¬ 
day  School  lessons  that  he  has  so  much  endeared  himself  to  the 
thousands  of  readers  of  our  publications  and  has  distinguished 
himself  as  a  forceful  writer,  a  Biblical  interpreter,  and  a  teacher 
of  moral  and  religious  truth  in  a  down-to-earth,  practical,  pointed, 
understandable  manner. 

Our  subscription  list  right  well  covers  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area.  From  every  section  of  these  two  states  have  come  repeatedly 
words  of  high  appreciation  and  commendation  of  Bro.  Bolin’s 
work.  We  also  have  some  papers  going  to  almost  every  state  of  the 
Nation.  These  favorable  comments  on  the  Sunday  School  feature 
of  our  publications  have  been  about  as  wide-spread  as  our  circu¬ 
lation. 

For  ourselves  and  for  our  readers,  we  want  here  to  express 
to  Bro.  Bolin  our  deep  and  abiding  appreciation  for  the  great  serv¬ 
ice  he  has  rendered  the  church  through  these  lessons;  a  service 
which  we  know  he  gave  at  times  at  a  great  cost  to  himself. 

Be  assured  that  your  editors  regret  more  than  anyone  else 
could  the  fact  that  Bro.  Bolin  finds  it  necessary  to  give  up  writing 
our  lesson  materials.  For  the  immediate  future,  beginning  with 
this  issue,  the  senior  editor  will  be  writing  the  lesson  comments. 
We  trust  that  our  readers  will  be  patient,  considerate  and  un¬ 
derstanding. 

c54  ^Missionary  Offering  In  ® ig  figures 

ACCORDING  to  a  release  from  Religious  News  Service  an  in¬ 
dependent  congregation  of  3,000  members,  with  a  Presby¬ 
terian  pastor,  has  just  completed  its  largest  missionary  of¬ 
fering  in  its  26  year  history  in  Canada. 

The  release  states-  that  this  congregation  of  3,000,  in  four  weeks, 
collected  $280,000  for  its  missionary  work.  That  is  an  average  of 
$93.00  plus  per  capita  for  the  work  of  missions,  which  is  quite  a 

missionary  offering.  . 

We  are  told  that  this  one  church  supports  350  missionaries  in  40 
countries.  Many  of  these  missionaries  were  present  for  the  money¬ 
raising  campaign.  The  congregation  hopes  with  this  record  collec¬ 
tion  for  missions  to  send  out  twelve  new  missionaries. 

Just  where  this  church  got  its  missionary  vision  we  are  not 
told.  Just  what  would  happen  if  every  church  had  such  a  vision 
we  can  only  imagine. 

({She  Next  cQhree  rWeeks 

NEXT  week  begins  a  three-week  period  during  which  the  an¬ 
nual  sessions  of  the  conferences  comprising  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  will  be  held.  With  the  holding  of  each  con¬ 
ference,  a  conference  year  ends  and  a  new  conference  year  begins, 
reports  from  local  churches  for  the  past  year  s  activities  are  made 


and  local  church  records  for  a  new  year  are  begun.  With  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  ending  of  the  local  church  year  some  phases  of  local 
church  leadership  are  subject  to  change,  including  that  of  the 
church’s  pastor.  Indeed,  there  is  possibly  no  other  conference  of 
Methodism’s  conferences  that  holds  quite  the  same  interest  or  fas¬ 
cination  for  Methodist  preachers  and  laymen  as  an  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

There  are  several  matters  which  will  make  the  1956  annual 
conference  sessions  of  unusual  significance.  For  one  thing,  General 
Conference  has  just  adjourned,  and  something  of  the  impact  of 
that  great  conference  will  surely  be  felt  in  the  annual  conference 
sessions.  Again,  the  matters  which  will  be  of  major  concern 
to  local  church  leaders  during  the  next  four  years  will  be  discussed 
during  the  next  three  jveeks  as  the  emphases  for  the  new  quad- 
rennium  are  introduced.  Further,  members  of  annual  conference 
quadrennial  boards,  commissions  and  committees  for  the  new  quad- 
rennium  will  be  determined,  and  because  of  standing  rules  in  some 
of  the  Area’s  conferences,  this  will  involve  considerable  shuffling 
of  the  personnel  of  many  of  these  conference  organizations. 

Also  of  interest  in  this  year’s  conference  sessions  is  the  deter¬ 
mining  of  the  annual  conferences’  budgets,  those  amounts  which 
the  conference  itself  decides  are  to  be  allocated  to  its  various 
boards  and  agencies  for  the  promotion  of  their  programs.  Of  equal 
interest  also  is  the  cosideration  by  the  conferences  of  the  quad¬ 
rennial  World  Service  apportionment  to  the  three  annual  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Area,  an  amount  which  would  be  raised  annually  by 
local  churches  and  which  is  35%  greater  than  during  the  past  four 
years. 

Conferences  come  and  go,  but  of  major  concern  as  always  are 
the  assignments  or  appointments  of  the  ministers  to  the  churches, 
districts,  and  connectional  responsibility.  This  year’s  appointments 
are  of  no  less  interest  and  their  announcement  is  awaited  with  the 
usual  concern. 

Those  lay  people  who  live  near  where  one  of  the  conference 
sessions  is  scheduled  will  find  a  profitable  experience  in  attending 
one  of  these  sessions. 

c( She  tyeast  Is  Spread 

ATTENDING  a  n  annual  conference  can  be  a  wonderfully 
fine  spiritual  experience.  We  wonder  sometimes  if  those 
attending  annual  conference  sessions,  laymen  and  ministers, 
realize  the  extent  to  which  preparations  are  made  that  this  aspect 
of  annual  conference  sessions  will  be  lifted  up. 

An  annual  conference  session  begins  and  ends  with  worship, 
each  day  of  its  four  or  five  days  is  begun  with  worship,  and  usual¬ 
ly  two  services'-  are  scheduled  each  day  at  which  an  outstanding 
preacher  delivers  messages  for  the  spiritual  edification  of  confer¬ 
ence  members  and  visitors.  Personally,  we  have  found  great  spirit¬ 
ual  stimulation  in  the  actual  presentation  of  many  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  interests,  as  great  challenges  are  lifted  up,  challenges  which 
are  filled  with  great  spiritual  content. 

This,  of  course,  is  as  it  should  be.  Those  attending  can  find  new 
insights  and  greater  commitment  just  to  the  extent  that  they  par¬ 
take  of  the  spiritual  feast  that  is  spread. 


NEW  EDUCATIONAL 
BUILDINGS  FEATURED 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

Dr.  Bagley  laid  the  cornerstone  for 
the  new  structure  on  July  5,  1955. 
The  building  has  central  heating. 
All  age  groups  of  the  Church 
School  are  accommodated  in  the 
new  building. 

Members  of  the  building  commit¬ 
tee  include  'H.  C.  Magruder,  Elmer 
Eisner,  Lyle  Glass,  Trueman  Fox, 
Mrs.  A.  N.  Steel  and  J.  R.  Beaver, 
Jr. 

In  the  city  of  Siloam  Springs 
Methodists  have  acquired  owner¬ 
ship  of  an  extensive  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  east  of  the  church  building  on 
which  a  two-story  dwelling  has 


been  converted  to  use  as  a  Youth 
Center.  Considerable  remodeling, 
rearranging  of  walls  and  new  par¬ 
titioning  of  the  lower  floor  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  floor  plan  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  a  fellowship  and  game 
room,  kitchen,  and  chapel.  The  up¬ 
stairs  is  used  presently  for  storage 
but  will  be  available  for  use  as 
future  needs  require.  The  senior 
and  older  youth  departments  now 
use  the  Youth  Center  for  their  pro¬ 
gram  on  Sunday  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning.  Weekday  activities  are  in  the 
planning  stage.  The  church’s  Scout¬ 
ing  program  is  also  housed  in  the 
Youth  Center.  Rev.  John  Bayliss  is 
the  Siloam  Springs  pastor. 
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In  Fayetteville  District 


New  Educational 

Buildings  Featured 


Staff  Article  And  Photos 


One  of  the  major  concerns  of 
local  churches  in  the  last  couple 
of  decades  has  been  that  of  im¬ 
proving  the  church’s  physical  pro¬ 
perty,  the  church  plants  that  house 
the  church’s  program.  Church  lead¬ 
ers  who  make  a  business  of  keep¬ 
ing  up  with  matters  of  this  sort 
have  pointed  out  again  and  again 
that  more  attention  has-been  given 
to  building  new  church  plants  and 
improving  existing  facilities  in  the 
last  20  years  than  in  any  compara¬ 
ble  period  of  organized  religion. 

This  can  be  explained  in  part  by 
the  need  for  more  adequate  facili¬ 
ties  in  which  to  carry  out  church 
programs  which  also  have  expan¬ 
ded  in  the  past  generation  or  so. 
It  is  the  exceptional  church  now 
that  does  not  schedule  activities  in 
the  church  plant  between  Sundays. 
Indeed,  many  churches  with  their 
expanded  programs  use  their 
church  plants  for  a  variety  of  ac¬ 
tivities  practically  every  day  in  the 
week. 

The  most  hopeful  aspect  of  this 
church -building  and  church-re¬ 
modeling  age  is  that  all  size  chur¬ 
ches  are  involved.  From  the  largest 
“First  Church”  situation  in  the  big 
city  to  the  church  of  a  small  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  open  country,  they 
all  sooner  or  later  realize  the  ab¬ 
solute  necessity  of  providing  a  n 
adequate  setting  for  the  program 
which  the  church  promotes.  Gone 
is  the  day  when  a  one-room  church 
is  adequate  for  a  church  program, 
even  if  that  one-room  church  has 
only  a  small  membership.  There 
are  not  many  churches  to  be  found 
anywhere  but  that,  as  a  minimum, 
a  few  Sunday  School  classrooms 
and  a  dining  room  or  fellowship 
hall  has  been  added. 

Typical  of  what  is  being  done  in 
many  places  in  the  Arkansas-Loui- 
siana  Area  is  what  has  recently 
been  accomplished  and  is  being  Ac¬ 
complished  in  four  northwest  Ar¬ 
kansas  towns  ks  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  have  sought  to  make  ade¬ 
quate  provision  for  growing  pro¬ 
grams  in  their  churches.  T  h  e  se 
towns  are  the  four  through  which 
one  would  pass  after  crossing  the 
Missouri  line  into  Arkansas  from 
Joplin,  Mo.,  enroute  to  S  i  1  o  a  m 
Springs,  Ark. 

The  first  town  is  that  of  Sulphur 
Springs,  where  Methodists  have  re¬ 
cently  added  an  educational  build¬ 
ing  which  provides  five  classrooms, 
chapel,  pastor’s  study,  fellowship 
hall  and  kitchen.  Completed  i  n 
July,  1955,  at  a  cost  of  $12,500,  the 
addition  of  2600  square  feet  pro¬ 
vides  space  for  the  children’s  and 
youth  division  as  well  as  part  of 
the  adult  division  of  the  church 
school.  The  building  is  of  brick  and 
haydite  block  construction  on  one 
floor.  The  building  committee 
which  supervised  the  construction 
was  Dr.  S.  D.  Fountain,  chairman, 
E.  S.  Hoyle  (who  served  as  con¬ 
struction  foreman),  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ben  Eldred,  and  Mrs.  Curt  Seiler. 
Mrs.  George  T.  Whaley  was  treas¬ 


urer  of  the  building  fund.  Rev.  Del¬ 
bert  Remaley  i  s  the  Sulphur 
Springs  pastor. 

At  Gravette,  Methodists  comple¬ 
ted  in  April  of  1955  an  addition  to 
their  church  plant  which  has  help¬ 
ed  considerably  in  an  expanded 
program.  This  a  d  d  it  i  o  n  of  3400 
square  feet  included  a  fellowship 
hall,  kitchen,  provisions  for  the 
children’s  division,  and  recreation¬ 
al  space  for  the  youth  of  the 
church.  Built  at  an  actual  cost  of 
$9,850,  the  building  is  actually 
wdrth  considerably  more  since 
many  of  the  church’s  members  gave 
much  in  labor  to  hold  building 
costs  down.  Asphalt  tile  covers  the 
floor  and  the  building  has  steel 
casement  windows.  Members  of  the 
building  committee  included  Frank 
Hidy,  Elmer  Nease  and  Alvin 
Alum.  Rev.  Loyd  Turner  is  the 
Gravette  pastor.  Rev.  C.  H.  Harvi- 
son  was  the  pastor  during  the  time 
of  the  addition’s  construction. 

Decatur  is  the  next  town  south 
and  Methodists  there  are  busy  now 
completing  an  educational  addition 
to  their  church  p  la  n  t ,  facilities 
which  will  add  2700  square  feet 
of  space.  The  floor  plans  provides 
seven  additional  classrooms,  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  kitchen,  and  rest¬ 
rooms.  This,  incidentally,  is  the 
first  of  two  units  which  the  church 
hopes  to  build  in  its  long  range 
planning.  Paul  Young,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  is  the  architect  for  the  pro¬ 
ject.  The  estimated  cost  for  the 
project  is  $12,000.  Construction  be¬ 
gan  in  February  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  addition  will  be  completed 
in  early  fall.  The  building  commit¬ 
tee  includes  J.  R.  Kincaid,  Dean 
Browning,  Ivan  Duncan,  Carl  Tali- 
ferro,  and  Henry  Grice.  A  commit¬ 
tee  which  has  the  responsibility  of 
purchasing  materials  for  the  build¬ 
ing  includes  E.  C.  Fairless,  Leon¬ 
ard  Jackson,  Lloyd  Wayt,  V.  D. 
Hall,  and  Tom  Edmiston.  The  Dec¬ 
orations  Committee  consists  of  Mrs. 
Tom  Edmiston  and  Mrs.  Irvin  Hep- 
ner.  The  building  is  of  brick  and 
concrete  block  construction.  Rev. 
Woodrow  Woods  is  the  Decatur 
pastor. 

A  final  stop  before  reaching  Si- 
loam  Springs  is  the  town  of  Gen- 
t  r  y  where  Methodists  have  re¬ 
cently  put  into  use  a  most  adequate 
and  attractive  educational  build¬ 
ing  of  4500  square  feet.  The  plant 
was  formally  opened  for  use  on 
Sunday,  January  22,  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  service  when  Rev.  Roy  I.  Bag- 
ley,  Fayetteville  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Rev.  E.  H.  Hook, 
former  Fayetteville  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent,  assisted  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Worth  W.  Gibson  in  the  serv¬ 
ice.  The  new  addition  makes  pro¬ 
vision  for  a  fellowship  hall,  kitchen, 
eight  classroom,  restrooms  and 
storage.  The  asbestos  siding  on  the 
outside  of  the  addition  matches  the 
siding  of  the  sanctuary.  The  new 
building  has  hardwood  floors 
throughout  and  the  fellowship  hall 
is  knotty  pine.  Materials  which 


Above,  top  to  bottom,  educational  building,  Sulphur  Springs;  Decatur  educational 
building  under  construction;  Gravette  educational  building;  Gentry  church  plant;  youth 
building,  First  Methodist  Church,  Siloam  Springs. 


were  salvaged  from  an  older  build¬ 
ing  erected  in  1895  and  used  in  the 
new  building’s  construction  helped 


to  keep  the  cost  to  $17,500.  The  con¬ 
struction  began  in  April,  1955,  and 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


LOOKING  AT  OURSELVES 

There  is  a  danger  in  looking  too  much  at  ourselves.  In  pointing  this 
out,  perhaps  we  ought  to  say  that  many  of  us  seldom  take  time  to  sit  down 
and  look  at  ourselves.  Among  many  of  us,  meditation  would  seem  to  be 
3  ar^'  Swept  along  on  the  rushing  stream  of  activity,  we  do 
"  not  stop  beside  the  quiet  pools  of  thought  wherein  we 

can  see  the  reflection  of  ourselves  and  the  skies  above 
us. 

James  Truslow  Adams  once  reminded  us  of  this 
failure  by  recalling  the  experience  of  a  friend  in  the 
upper  regions  of  the  Amazon' River.  He  hired  a  com¬ 
pany  of  natives  to  carry  his  baggage.  For  two  days, 
with  American  efficiency,  he  hurried  them  along  with 
forced  marches.  But  on  the  fourth  morning,  when  he 
came  out  to  start  the  caravan,  he  found  the  natives 
sitting  on  their  haunches,  a  kind  pf  primitive  version, 

- _  I  suppose,  of  the  modern  sit-down  strike.  The  native 

chieftain  explained  their  refusal  to  move  by  saying  they  had  been  going 
too  fast,  and  now  they  must  wait  for  their  spirits  to  catch  up  with  their 
bodies.  So  it  is  with  many  of  us.  We  have  been  going  so  fast  we  have 
not  taken  time  to  sit  down  and  look  at  ourselves. 

Nevertheless  there  is  a  danger  of  our  being  too  introspective.  There 
is  a  profound  meaning  in  the  old  Persian  legend  which  tells  of  a  father 
going  on  a  long  journey,  and  leaving  his  son  with  a  mirror.  When  the 
father  returned,  he  found  that  the  boy  had  starved  to  death  looking  at 
himself. 

We  live,  more  and  have  our  being  as  if  before  a  mirror.  We  may  not 
stop  to  reflect  on  ourselves,  but  we  rush  about,  conscious  of  our  own 
reflection.  This  watching  of  ourselves  tends  to  make  us  spiritually  near¬ 
sighted  and  morally  cross-eyed.  Locked  into  our  own  self-interest,  we 
chase  our  worries  around  in  a  circle.  We  judge  everything  by  the  way  it 
affects  our  own  welfare. 

I  have  a  distant  relative — one  of  those  you  like  to  keep  as  distant  as 


possible— who  goes  around  ever  asking,  “Is  this  good  for  me?”  But  v, 
has  never  found  what  he  is  good  for.  He  is  so  calorie-conscious  germ6 
conscious,  ache-conscious,  that  he  is  tiresomely  self-conscious  What 
needs  is  to  forget  himself.  at  he 

The  paradox  of  life  is  that  when  we  are  always  looking  at  ourself 
we  never  see  or  reveal  our  real  selves.  When  a  photographer  wants  to  2 
a  good  picture  of  us,  he  does  not  set  us  before  a  mirror  and  say  "b„, 
look  at  yourself  and  show  me  how  you  want  to  look.”  No,  he  tries  * 
catch  us  in  our  unself-conscious  moments.  Then  we  show  our  real  selva? 

ia  danger  of  keeping  our  eyes  too  much  on  ourselves  was  points 
ou‘  by  Dr.  Henry  C.  Link  in  his  widely-read  book,  “The  Return  to T! 
lgion  .  He  cited  an  incident  at  Princeton.  Over  one  of  the  archwavs  qt 
that  university  is  inscribed  in  Greek  letters  the  Socratic  counsel,  “Know 
Ir.yself  .  One  night  a  shrewd  wag  drew  a  chalk  line  through  the  Greek 
inscription,  Know  Thyself,”  and  wrote  underneath  it  the  words,  “Behave 
Yourself.  A  good  personality  is  achieved  by  practice,  rather  than  by  too 
much  introspection.  *  100 

Jesus  used  this  same  principle  of  turning  men  from  too  much  intro 
spection.  How  does  the  Lord’s  prayer  begin?  By  looking  at  ourselves’ 
Does  it  start,  Forgive  us  our  trespasses?”  No.  Does  it  begin  by  glancing 
at  our  personal  needs,  “Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread?”  No.  The  Master 
taught  us  when  we  pray  to  start  looking  away  from  ourselves  to  “Our 
Father  who  art  in  Heaven,  Hallowed  be  Thy  name.  Thy  Kingdom  come 
Thy  will  be  done,  On  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.” 

Taking  in  the  greatness  of  that  thought  is  like  the  deep  inhalation 
before  beginning  our  morning  setting-up  exercises.  Then  having  filled 
our  minds  with  the  greatness  of  God  and  His  Kingdom,  we  can  come  to 
consider  our  needs,  our  trespasses  and  temptations.  # 

As  Dostoevski  wrote  in  one  of  his  novels:  “A  man  who  bows  down  to 
nothing  can  never  bear  the  burden  of  himself.”  Have  we  been  living  too 
much  m  the  closed  circle  of  our  own  self-concern?  Have  we  been  running 
over  and  over  our  mistakes  and  desires  in  self-centered  meditation?  Then 
we  need  to  turn  to  God-centered  action. 

Everybody  today  seems  to  be  seeking  peace  of  mind.  Let  us  remember 
that  our  minds  do  not  find  peace  by  pulling  down  the  blinds  and  looking 
in  the  mirror,  but  by  opening  the  windows  of  our  souls  and  looking  ud  to 
God  and  out  to  His  world. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


THE  ALL-KNOWING  GOD 

We  all  enjoy  speaking  of  God  as  the  all¬ 
wise  Spirit  who  marks  the  rise  of  nations  as 
well  as  the  fall  of  a  sparrow.  It’s  a  comforting 
thought  to  realize  that,  whenever  our  great  sor¬ 
rows  or  disappointments  come  upon  us,  we  can 
turn  to  the  all-wise,  loving  heavenly  Father  for 
comfort  and  for  a  feeling  of  protection.  It’s  a 
human  trait,  though,  to  think  of  God  as  one  who 
will  watch  over  us  so  continually  that  we  can 
sort  of  forget  about  other  people  in  the  world, 
as  long  as  we  feel  sure  that  He  is  on  our  side 
through  thick  and  thin. 

This  parochial  conception  of  God  has  caused 
nations  and  people  to  get  into  trouble  through¬ 
out  the  ages.  It’s  an  old  habit  to  try  for  a  prior 
claim  on  the  Almighty.  Throughout  the  Old 
Testament  we  often  read  that  the  people  decided 
that  God  was  with  them  alone,  whether  they 
were  right  or  wrong.  Our  own  nation  has 
claimed  God’s  complete  loyalty  every  time  we 
have  gone  to  war,  thus  automatically  condemn¬ 
ing  our  enemies  to  His  everlasting  punishment. 
We  used  to  hear  large  crowds  sing,  “God  bless 
America”,  and  we  were  swept  into  a  state  of 
mind  in  which  we  were  certain  that  God  would 
bless  America,  even  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
nations,  since  maybe  God  did  not  understand 
their  languages  well  enough  to  know  what  other 
peoples  of  the  world  were  saying  when  they 
prayed. 

The  writer  is  no  better  than  many  others 
in  this  weakness.  He  often  seems  to.  believe  that 
God  is  a  person  with  a  fair  complexion,  who 
knows  and  understands  English,  but  who  has 
difficulty  with  other  languages,  since  so  few  be¬ 
sides  Americans  have  a  claim  on  Him.  But  a 
small  incident  at  the  General  Conference  made 
a  deep  impression.  At  the  communion  service 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Conference  something 
very  unusual  happened.  When  it  came  time  to 
repeat  The  Lord’s  Prayer,  it  was  spoken  seven 
times  in  seven  different  languages.  Methodist 
bishops  from  Germany,  Spain,  Norway,  India, 
Portugal,  United  States,  and  Korea  each  took 
a  turn  to  speak  to  God  in  the  language  of  his 
country.  What  did  this  mean  to  the  writer?  Sim- 


|  On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid  I 
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THE  SCIENTIST  NEEDS  TO  LIFT 
HIS  VISION 

We  are  well  embarked  upon  the  Age  of 
Science:  everything  must  be  tested  in  the  labor¬ 
atory,  the  retort,  under  the  microscope,  and  in 
thousands  of  tubes.  The  quest  is  for  the  one  in 
a  million,  or  the  one  in  a  billion,  possibilities. 
And  it  looks  as  if  we  may  remain  in  this  Age  of 
Science  for  a  long  time — and  toward  some  un¬ 
predictable  goal.  In  many  ways  the  Age  of 
Reason,  the  Age  of  Philosophy,  the  Age  of  Re¬ 
ligion  seem  behind  us;  some  would  suggest  that 
the  great  ages  of  Art,  of  Music,  of  Literature 
have  also  been  outlived. 

At  the  moment,  the  emphasis  in  education 
is  on  the  training  of  scientists — not  great  sci¬ 
entists  necessarily,  but  young  specialists  to  enter 
the  file  in  some  narrow  field  making  and  re¬ 
making  those  million  or  billion  “trys”  that  may 
eventuate  in  something  new.  An  industrial  lead¬ 
er,  the  other  day,  urged  teachers  to  lead  their 
pupils  into  choosing  careers  in  science  and  en¬ 
gineering  because  “we  need  twice  our  present 
output  of  45,000  engineers  and  scientists  per 
year  .  .  .  this  inadequacy  will  grow  as  our  popu¬ 
lation  increases  and  as  the  scientific  side  of  our 
economy  becomes  more  complex.”  He  added 
that  before  establishing  a  new  industrial  plant, 
his  company  (and  others)  sees  that  there  are 
good  schools  in  the  community — to  feed  the  per¬ 
sonnel  needs  of  the  plant. 

Incidentally,  this  pressure-emphasis  on  the 
training  of  youths  for  careers  in  science — plus 
the  high  financial  reward  that  a  material-mind¬ 
ed  generation  is  willing  to  pay  these  experts  to 
delve  into  the  unknown  and  come  up  with  the 


ply  that  God  hears  the  petitions  of  every  one 
who  calls  upon  Him.  Of  course  God  understands 
English.  But  He  also  understands  the  language 
of  little  children  in  Africa,  or  mothers  in  Europe, 
or  old  men  in  far-away  India.  Praise  His  name, 
He  is  no  stranger  in  the  city  streets  of  London, 
or  the  solitary  mountain  places  of  Asia,  or  the 
small  country  churches  in  the  United  States.  He 
is  our  God.  He  is  also  the  God  and  strong  de¬ 
fender  of  mankind  everywhere. 


new — is  one  of  the  reasons  our  schools  are  suf¬ 
fering  from  lack  of  teachers,  our  churches  lack 
pastors,  and  some  arts  and  some  professions 
appear  “in  a  decline.” 

Now  I  have  no  complaint  against  science  or 
scientists.  They  are  helping  solve  some  of  hu¬ 
manity’s  problems;  they  are  revealing  to  us  new 
aspects  and  powers  of  God  and  of  his  marvellous 
universe.  The  danger,  however,  is  that  we  are 
so  engrossed  in  “the  scientific  method”  that  we 
ignore  other  avenues  to  knowledge,  and  we  fail 
to  recognize  other  ingredients  just  as  necessary 
to  human  well-being  and  happiness.  Last 
century’s  battle  of  “The  Church  versus  Darwin” 
is  not  now  being  fought  with  much  intensity 
anywhere;  but  there  is  still  something  of  a  silent 
struggle  between  the  material  produced  by 
science  and  those  at  least  equally  necessary 
fruits  of  the  spirit— truth,  beauty,  morality,  faith, 
justice,  love,  charity— which  are  the  products  of 
religion,  aided  by  art,  literature  and  music. 

I  am  not  suggesting  that  there  is  any  natural 
antagonism  between  the  material  (or  scientific) 
world  and  the  world  of  the  spirit;  I  believe  they 
are  a  unit,  both  necessary  and  both  holy,  in 
God’s  world  and  in  God’s  plan.  And  man,  as 
God’s  highest  creation,  needs  them  both.  But  I 
am  eager  that  our  scientists  come  out  of  their 
narrow  grooves,  see  their  special  field  in  the 
perspective  of  and  in  relationship  to  the  spir¬ 
itual,  acknowledge  this  unity,  and  work  as  dili¬ 
gently  in  one  area  as  in  the  other.  In  a  word, 

I  am  eager  for  a  spiritual  advance  paralleling 
a  scientific  advance:  now  we  have  a  distinct 
imbalance. 

Now  there  are  scientists  who  understand 
this.  David  Sarnoff  (Radio  Corporation  of  Amer¬ 
ica)  said  in  a  recent  speech:  “Much  of  the 
tension  in  our  world  today  can  be  traced  to  the 
failure  of  moral  and  religious  power  to  keep 
pace  with  the  multiplication  of  physical  power. 
Though  we  have  learned  to  control  much  of 
nature,  we  have  failed  to  master  ourselves. 
Mortal  man,  it  appears,  is  ill  at  ease  among  the 
immense  forces  he  has  summoned  from  the 
deep  .  .  .  Today,  in  a  literal  sense  never  before 
so  apparent,  the  moral  law  has  become  the  law 
of  survival.  .  .  The  major  burden  rests  on  re¬ 
ligion — to  show  all  men  and  institutions  the 
way  of  life  based  on  a  foundation  of  moral  prin¬ 
ciples.” 

There,  again,  is  implied  “We”  to  science, 
“you”  to  religion.  But,  1  contend,  there  is  a  unity 
of  substance  here  and  a  unity  of  human  need. 
And  the  scientist  is  as  much  called  to  promote 
man’s  moral  and  religious  well-being  as  he  is  to 
advance  man’s  physical  well-being. 
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Providing  A  Ministry  On  Sunday  Morning  For 

Many  Who  Cannot  Attend  Worship  Services 


'*  "T'HE  Church  in  the  Heart  of  Pine  Bluff” 
and  the  television  station  “Serving  the 

t  Heart  of  Arkansas”  have  joined  hands  to 
bring  TV  viewers  a  live  telecast  of  an 
actual  Sunday  morning  worship  service  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  Arkansas. 

The  above  slogans  identify  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Pine  Bluff,  and  television  station 
KATV,  Little  Rock-Pine  Bluff  Channel  7,  as  the 
pioneers  in  this  venture  which  began  several 
weeks  ago. 

The  Rev.  William  O.  Byrd,  pastor  of  the 
Fiyst  Methodist  Church,  attended  a  TV  workshop 
in  Dallas  sponsored  by  the  film  commission  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  There  he  learned  something  of  the  im¬ 
pact  carried  by  the  telecast  of  Sunday  services  in 
various  cities  across  the  country. 

“I  came  home  with  the  idea  and  many  ques¬ 
tions  which  had  to  be  answered  before  we  could 
even  think  about  going  on  TV,”  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Byrd  said. 

Large  Potential  Audience 

First  of  all,  how  large  an  audience  is  there 
for  TV  between  11  and  12  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning  in  the  Pine  Bluff  area,  and  what  about 
the  tremendous  cost  of  TV  program  production? 

KATV  had  the  answers.  A  survey  by  the 
American  Research  Bureau  showed  there  were 
some  19,900  viewers  watching  TV  sets  in  the 
area  covered  by  KATV  at  the  designated  time. 

The  Cost  Factor 

The  cost,  however,  was  not  such  a  pleas¬ 
urable  find,  even  with  KATV’s  offer  to  furnish 
the  time  free,  as  a  public  service.  The  expensive 
remote  facilities  necessary  to  telecast  the  service 
from  the  church  included  such  major  items  as 
the  operation  of  two  cameras,  a  remote  facilities 
truck,  micro-wave  relay  equipment,  lights,  and 
the  video  line  charge.  All  totaled,  each  60  minute 
program  costs  about  $400,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Byrd 
said,  and  this  excludes  all  the  initial  wiring  and 
other  necessary  preparations  before  the  pro¬ 
graming  could  begin. 

“You  give  a  lot  of  thought  to  a  sermon  which 
costs  almost  seven  dollars  per  minute”,  he  said 
good-naturedly. 

When  the  program  cost  was  revealed,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Byrd  left  the  question  up  to  a  small 
group  of  his  laymen.  They  decided  they  should 
try  the  telecast  for  13  weeks,  and  see  what  the 
results  were.  They  contributed  more  than  half 
the  cost  of  the  13  programs,  and  the  official 
board  at  First  Methodist  said  they  were  certain 
the  remainder  needed  could  be  raised  through 
the  church. 


Details  Worked  Out 

Then  the  work  began.  First  of  all,  the  micro- 
wave  relay  would  not  work  directly  from  the 
church  to  the  station,  so  a  cable  from  the  church 
to  the  Hotel  Pines  was  installed.  Then  the  re¬ 
lay  goes  from  there  to  a  special  tower  at  the  TV 
studio. 

After  the  mechanical  difficulties  were  ironed 
out,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Byrd,  still  had  two  big  ques¬ 
tions  in  his  mind.  A  church  service  does  not 
lend  itself  as  a  perfect  subject  to  televise.  The 
preacher  can  not  always  face  the  camera  (a  TV 
must)  or  he  will  lose  his  congregation;  and  since 
the  camera  must  be  in  the  balcony  so  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  service,  the  close-ups  aren’t  as 
close  as  most. 

Also,  if  the  technical  men  did  not  take  an 
interest  in  doing  the  job  right,  a  church  service 
could  become  a  very  dull  TV  production. 

Again,  KATV  came  forth,  and  Gene  Heath, 
station  production  manager  and  director  of  the 
Sunday  program,  proved  right  away  no  worry 
was  necessary  about  the  way  the  program  who 
to  be  'done.  He  went  over  the  service  with  the 
pastor,  as  he  does  each  week,  and  discussed  the 
time  for  closeups  and  camera  shifts.  He  even 
secured  stronger  lens  for  the  camera  for  the 
close-ups. 

Variety  For  the  Viewer 

Some  of  the  ways  he  found  to  make  the 
service  more  interesting  and  more  suitable  for 
telecasting  were  to  show  a  picture  of  Christ 
kneeling  while  prayers  are  being  said;  have  the 
camera  focus  on  a  open  Bible  during  scripture 
readings  and  on  the  choir  during  special  num¬ 
bers;  and  appropriate  props  are  used  when  cer¬ 
tain  hymns  are  sung.  Dave  Wallis  and  Offie 
Lites,  Jr.,  members  of  First  Methodist,  made 
special  film  clips  of  downtown  Pine  Bluff  for 
use  in  introducing  and  signing  off  the  service. 

The  lights  are  arranged  so  they  shine  only 
on  the  front  of  the  sanctuary  and  do  not  bother 
the  congregation.  They  even  help  show  up  the 
altar  furnishings,  the  flowers,  and  other  things 
in  the  front  of  tHfe.,  church.  The  camera  men  are 
careful  to  work  as  quietly  as  possible,  and  sur¬ 
veys  show  the  congregation  is  definitely  not  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  mechanics  of  the  televising. 

Cameramen  for  the  series  are  Jim  Moody 
and  Mickey  Souheaver.  In  addition  to  them  and 
director  Heath,  three  engineers  at  the  church, 
one  at  the  studio, -plus  a  booth  announcer  make 
up  the  crew  of  eight  needed  for  each  telecast. 
The  crew  works  many  extra  hours  to  make  the 
program  possible. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Byrd  said  the  telecasts  are 
especially  for  two  groups:  shutins  who  may 
have  been  leaders  in  their  churches  but  who 


The  Rev.  William  O.  Byrd,  left,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Pine  Bluff,  and  Gene 
Heath,  director  of  the  Sxinday  worship  service 
on  KATV,  go  over  the  program  for  the  service 
each  week  to  figure  out  the  plan  for  televising  it. 


can  no  longer  attend;  and  people  who  seldom  go 
to  church  without  an  extra  pull  such  as  TV  may 
prove  to  be. 

Measuring  Program  Success 

The  success  of  the  program  is  hard  to  meas¬ 
ure,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Byrd  said.  It  has  not  kept 
regular  church  goers  at  home,  he  explained,  and 
a  TV  set  has  been  installed  in  the  church  base¬ 
ment  for  those  interested  in  just  seeing  what  it’s 
like. 

Letters  favoring  the  program  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  points  as  far  away  as  Russellville, 
Heber  Springs,  Yellville,  El  Dorado,  Mena, 
Greenville,  Miss.,  and  from  scores  of  other  com¬ 
munities  in  central  Arkansas. 

The  community  is  certainly  awrare  of  the 
service  and  another  denomination  has  already 
asked  for  the  time  on  the  station  if  the  Meth¬ 
odist  services  do  not  continue.  Another  church 
has  offered  to  carry  the  program  every  other 
Sunday  to  cut  the  expense  for  First  Methodist 
in  half.  . 

“The  thing  which  made  me  feel  really  good,” 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Byrd  said,  “are  the  many  letters 
saying  how  the  writers  ‘feel’  the  service.” 

Such  a  letter  was  one  from  a  man  who  said 
the  service  reminded  him  of  the  church  he  at¬ 
tended  many  years  ago. 

I  felt  just  like  I  was  there,”  the  man  wrote 
“except  when  the  offering  was  taken,  the  plate 
didn’t  quite  reach  me.”  A  ten  dollar  check  was 
enclosed  in  the  letter. 

“We  hope  we  can  continue,”  the  Rev.  Mr 
Byrd  said,  “but  we  won’t  know  until  our  triai 
period  is  over.  No  call  for  contributions  has 
been  made  on  the  telecast  yet,  and  the  service, 
though  Methodist,  strives  to  be  suitable  for  ali 
viewers,  regardless  of  denomination.  I  think  we 
have  a  valuable  thing  here. 


On  Communion  Sundays  we  are  going  t 
serve  communion  via  TV,”  he  went  on,  and  on 
enthusiasm  the  minister  showe< 
that  if  the  programs  do  continue,  new  ideas  wi 
also  continue  to  develop,  and  the  possibility 
of  the  telecast  will  be  unlimited 
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REV.  J.  A.  ALFORD,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  of  Minden,  is  report¬ 
ed  to  be  well  again  after  a  seige  of  illness. 

EV.  ROBERT  E.  RATELLE,  pastor  of  the 
St.  Thomas  and  St.  Alban’s  Episcopal 
Churches  of  Monroe,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden  on  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  May  21. 

DR.  THOMAS  A.  CARRUTH,  staff  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism  and  a 
leader  in  the  Methodist  Prayer  Life  Movement, 
will  preach  at  the  Mangum  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Shreveport  at  both  services  on 
Sunday,  May  27. 

EV.  AND  MRS.  F.  A.  McCARTY  of  Coushatta 
were  guests  at  the  annual  cemetery  clean¬ 
up  day  on  Saturday,  May  5,  at  Pine  Grove 
Church.  Brother  McCarty  preached  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  hour  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev. 
G.  L.  Cagle. 

HE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  the  Franklinton  Methodist 
Church  gave  a  reception  for  the  members  of 
the  graduating  class,  their  parents,  and  friends, 
following  the  commencement  service  on  Sunday, 
May  13.  This  is  an  annual  event  of  the  society. 

A  SPECIAL  MOTHER’S  DAY  service  was  held 
at  Curtis  Park  Church,  Bossier  City,  on 
Sunday,  May  13,  at  the  10:45  a.m.  service.  A  gift 
was  given  to  the  oldest  mother,  the  youngest 
mother  and  to  the  mother  with  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  children  present  in  the  service.  Rev.  W. 
M.  Allen  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  H.  CARROLL,  pastor  of  the  Ringgold 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  speaker  at  Home¬ 
coming  Day  services  at  the  Olla  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  April  29.  He  is  a  former 
pastor  of  the  Olla  Church.  The  note  on  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  was  burned  as  the  final  payment  of 
the  debt  on  the  building  had  been  paid.  Rev. 
J.  A.  Jones  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  the  Pine  Grove 
Methodist  Church  went  on  a  hay  ride  and 
weiner  roast  on  Saturday  evening,  May  5.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cornelius  Lee  furnished  a  truck  and 
acted  as  chaperones,  accompanied  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Dunn.  The  party  returned  to  the 
church  lawn  for  recreation  and  the  roasting  of 
weiners  at  the  barbecue  pit  there. 

TEACHERS  AND  STUDENTS  of  the  Children’s 
Department  of  the  Pine  Grove  Methodist 
Church  presented  a  skit  on  “Helpers  in  The 
Church,”  on  Sunday,  May  6,  in  which  they 
stressed  the  children’s  part  in  the  overall  Chris¬ 
tian  movement.  Mrs.  Hugh  Dunn,  Mrs.  William 
Dunn,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Lee  and  Mrs.  Ray  Ward  direct¬ 
ed  the  production. 

C.  E.  MUNDEN,  III,  member  of  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy’s  student  body.  According  to  report,  he'  has 
also  received  the  highest  grades  in  his  studies 
of  the  entire  student  body  in  the  Seminary.  He 
is  the  son  of  C.  E.  Munden,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board  of  Rayne  Memorial,  and  Mrs. 
Munden. 

PROF.  C.  A.  HICKCOX,  head  of  the  Geology 
Department  at  Centenary  College,  was  in¬ 
itiated  into  membership  in  Sigma  Xi,  national 
honorary  scientific  fraternity,  at  the  University 
of  Oklahoma,  Norman,  Okla.,  last  week.  The 
chapter  at  the  university,  where  he  earned  his 
master’s  degree,  invited  him  to  become  a  mem¬ 
ber.  Prof.  Hickcox  recently  was  named  to  as¬ 
sume  the  post  of  dean  of  students  at  Centenary. 

MARSHALL  E.  BRETZ,  associate  professor  of 
music  at  Louisiana  Tech  at  Ruston,  will  be 
awarded  the  degree  of  doctor  of  sacred  music 
on  May  29  by  the  school  of  sacred  music  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City. 
The  convocation  will  be  held  in  the  Riverside 
Church  in  New  York.  Mr.  Bretz  has  been  a 
member  of  the  music  faculty  of  Louisiana  Tech 


since  1944.  He  is  also  minister  of  music  at  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  of  Ruston. 

HE  EUNICE  METHODIST  CHURCH  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  campaign  to  raise  $110,000  for 
the  church  budget  and  new  construction  during 
the  next  three  years.  According  to  announce¬ 
ment  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout,  a  primary 
objective  of  the  campaign  is  to  provide  funds  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  educational  building 
to  be  added  to  the  present  youth  annex.  A 
Victory  Dinner  is  slated  at  the  end  of  the  drive 
May  25,  for  all  who  participated. 

EV.  GEORGE  W.  POOL,  III,  associate  min¬ 
ister  at  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  will  be  honored  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  May  27,  with  a  special  “George  Pool  Ap¬ 
preciation  Day.”  It  will  be  a  musical  festival 
when  the  choirs  will  sing,  assisted  by  members 
of  the  New  Orleans  Symphony  Orchestra.  This 
will  be  followed  by  a  reception  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Pool  in  the  hall  of  the  educational  building.  He 
will  receive  an  appointment  at  the  coming  An¬ 
nual  Conference  for  studies  abroad. 

THE  LADIES’  BIBLE  CLASS  of  the  Elysian 
Fields  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was 
entertained  with  a  noon  buffet  luncheon  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week  by  the  president,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Pecawicz,  the  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Williams,  and  the  secretary,  Mrs.  Hattie 
Davis.  The  luncheon  was  served  on  the  back 
lawn  terrace  of  Mrs.  Williams’  home.  This  is  an 
unusual  class,  according  to  report,  as  it  has 
members  from  states  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic. 

REV.  JAMES  R.  STROZIER,  who  is  to  retire  at 
the  coming  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  and  Mrs.  Strozier  were  honored  re¬ 
cently  at  the  Elizabeth  Church  by  the  members 
of  the  Hopewell  and  Elizabeth  Churches.  The 
occasion  Was  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  appre¬ 
ciation,  according  to  report,  for  the  service 
rendered  by  the  Stroziers  during  their  three 
years  on  the  Elizabeth-Hopewell  Charge.  Gifts 
were  presented  to  the  honoree,  and  regret  at 
their  retirement  was  expressed  by  the  many 
who  attended. 

DR.  ADRIAN  M.  SEREX,  pastor  of  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches.  Dr.  Serex,  who 
has  been  pastor  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Church 
for  the  past  four  years,  has  been  an  active  work¬ 
er  in  the  Federation  during  this  time.  He  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  noonday  service  com¬ 
mittee  for  two  years  and  has  served  as  vice- 
president.  He  has  also  served  as  acting  president 
since  the  resignation  of  Dean  William  E.  Craig 
lasit  February.  The  Federation  consists  of  65 
member  and  contributing  churches. 

METHODISTS  in  South  Africa  are  now  hold¬ 
ing  a  six-month  celebration  marking  the 
150th  anniversary  of  their  church.  The  observ¬ 
ance  will  be  climaxed  at  the  annual  Methodist 
Conference  of  South  Africa  to  be  held  at  Cape¬ 
town  in  October.  Theme  of  the  celebration  is 
“The  Courage  and  Determination  of  Ann  Shaw.” 
Mrs.  Shaw  was  the  wife  of  William  Shaw,  pio¬ 
neer  Methodist  missionary.  She  is  credited  with 
inspiring  her  husband  to  press  on  despite  the 
hostility  of  savage  tribes.  There  are  now  some 
802,000  Methodists  in  South  Africa  served  by  477 
clergymen. 

THE  MONTPELIER  METHODIST  CHURCH 
on  the  Pine  Grove  Charge  has  begun  a 
building  program  in  which  a  church  building, 
educational  building  and  a  fellowship  hall  are 
included.  The  goal  is  $20,000  of  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  already  received  $1,237  in  cash  gifts, 
according  to  report.  The  month  of  July  has  been 
set  aside  as  a  month  of  tithes  for  the  Building 
Fund.  Members  of  the  Building  Committee  are: 
W.  B.  King,  chairman;  Marilyn  Morgan,  secre¬ 
tary;  Glynn  LeBlanc,  treasurer;  Elmo  LeBlanc, 
vice-chairman;  Sam  Morgan,  Sr.,  Dan  Grantham, 
Carl  Brown,  Elmus  Williams,  Mabel  Watson, 
Charles  Bond,  Jessie  Williams,  Catherine  Crouch, 


AN  INVITATION 

Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Homes  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
issues  the  following  invitation:  “You  are' 
invited  to  inspect  the  new  retired  ministers 
duplex  home  on  your  way  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport.  It  will  be  open  on 
Monday,  May  28,  between  10:00  a.m.  and 
4:00  p.m.  It  will  also  be  open  on  Friday, 
June  1,  between  2:00  and  4:00  p.m.  The 
ladies  of  the  Ruston  churches  will  be  in 
charge.  Anyone  passing  through  Ruston 
earlier  than  the  28th  can  go  through  the 
building  as  there ,  will  be  workers  there 
through  Saturday,  the  26th.” 


Patsy  Zachary  and  Robert  King.  Rev.  George 
L.  Cagle  is  pastor  of  the  charge. 

JERRY  MARSHALL  of  Erath  was  the  speakei 
*  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette  and  members  of  other  clubs  in  the 
area  at  a  recent  meeting.  Members  of  clubs 
were  present  from  David  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette;  Asbury  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette;  Centenary  Methodist  Church,  Rayne; 
Louisiana  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Opel¬ 
ousas;  First  Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  and 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Church  Point.  Guyton 
Watkins,  district  lay  .leader  from  New  Iberia, 
installed  new  officers  for  the  year  who  are 
Moody  Phillips,  president;  Paul  Mackey,  vice- 
president;  Murray  Smith,  secretary,  and  Ralph 
Agate. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  dedicated  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  of  the  Centenary  Methodist 
Church  of  Franklinton  on  Sunday  morning,  May 
13,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  Church  School 
members.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  also  took 
part  in  the  service.  Construction  was  begun  on 
this  building  in  March,  1955,  and  was  completed 
in  September  at  a  cost  of  $83,381.45.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  dedication  of  the  building,  a  lectern 
was  dedicated  in  honor  of  J.  Adolph  Pierce  for 
his  34  consecutive  years  of  service  as  Church 
School  superintendent.  The  lectern  was  a  gift 
from  several  members  of  the  Church  School. 
Bishop  Martin  also  preached  at  the  11:00  o’clock 
hour.  Rev.  John  H.  .Sewell  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  has  about  9,500,- 
000  members  in  the  United  States  and  in 
its  missions  in  fifty  other  lands,  a  recent  survey 
reveals.  And  for  each  member,  it  is  estimated, 
there  is  an  “adherent” — an  interested  attendant 
at  services  who  is  not  officially  a  member.  The 
denomination  has  about  45,000  churches  in  the 
U.S.A.,  served  by  25,000  ministers;  and  there  are 
1,500  missionaries  serving  overseas.  Since  the 
unification  of  the  “northern”  and  “southern” 
branches  of  Methodist  in  1939,  the  total  church 
has  gained  1,722,000  members.  During  the  past 
four  years,  some  1,200  new  churches  were  found¬ 
ed  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  thousands  of  new  buildings 
and  improved  buildings  were  erected.  Mission¬ 
ary  and  benevolence  giving  has  increased  stead¬ 
ily,  the  total  giving  of  all  purposes  by  the 
churches  1952-56  being  more  than  $1,250,000,000. 
Meanwhile  the  decrease  in  children  attending 
church  school,  and  the  youth  attending  church 
organizations — notable  in  the  40’s  — has  been 
stopped  and  attendance  of  both  groups  is  now 
on  the  increase.  * 


NOTICE  REGARDING  CONFERENCE 
BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Missions 
will  meet  on  Tuesday,  May  29,  at  10:00  a.m.  in 
Room  103  in  the  Science  Building  on  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  campus. — Luman  Douglas,  Chair¬ 
man 


EMORY  ALUMNI  BANQUET 

The  Emory  Alumni  Banquet  will  be  held  at 
Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Wednesday, 
May  30,  at  6:00.  Tickets  are  $2.00.  Reservations 
may  be  made  through  Fred  Shirley  and  Robert 
Crichlow,— Robert  B.  Crichlow 
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Prayer  Life  Movement 

Louisiana  Conference 

PRAYER  VIGIL  DATES 

(In  each  case  the  Vigil  begins  at 
6:00  p.  m.  on  the  first  date  and 
closes  at  6 :Q0  p.m.  the  second  date) 
May  23-24  —  Gilbert,  Joseph  W. 
Boyd,  Sr.;  Grayson-Kelly,  Nor¬ 
man  F.  Simmons. 

May  24-25  —  Jennings,  Robert 
Crichlow 

May  25-26  —  First  Church  De- 
Ridder,  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.; 
New  Roads,  T.  Duncan  Lipscomb 
May  26-27  —  Cedar  Grove,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Roy  E .  Mouser;  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr. 

May  28-29 

(6:00  p.  m.  to  2:00  p.  m.)  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Evangelism  i  n 
Prayer  Chapel,  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel,  Centenary  College 
The  1956  Prayer  Vigil  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  reach  a 
dramatic  climax  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  Monday,  May  28.  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor,  will  con¬ 
duct  a  closing  service  from  5:30 
to  6:00  p.  m.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
will  deliver  a  brief  message  and  the 
eight  district  superintendents  will 
participate  in  a  chain  of  prayer. 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Carruth,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Prayer  Life  Movement 
for  the  General  Board  of  Evange¬ 
lism,  will  speak  at  4:00  p.  m.  at 
First  Church.  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie, 
Chairman  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Evangelism,  will  preside  at  this 
30  minute  service  to  which  every¬ 
one  is  invited. 

Early  arrivals  at  conference  and 
members  of  the  Shreveport  and 
surrounding  area  churches  are  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  along  with  the 
members  of  First  Church  in  these 
closing  services  which  are  a  part  of 
the  Prayer  Vigil  at  First  Church. 

A  twenty-hour  v  i  gil  preceding 
the  opening  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  observed  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Evangelism  in  the 
Prayer  Chapel  of  the  Brown  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel,  Centenary  College, 
from  6:00  p.  m.  Monday  to  2:00 
p.m.  Tuesday,  May  29.  Others  are 
invited  to  participate  in  this  vigil. 

Members  of,  and  visitors  to  the 
annual  conference  sessions  are 
urged  to  participate  in  moments  of 
prayer  and  meditation  'in  the 
Prayer  Chapel  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  session. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  is  grateful  to  the  more  than 
200  churches  and  pastors  and  the 
thousands  of  laymen  who  have 
participated  in  the  conference-wide 
Prayer  Vigil  this  year.  Numerous 
testimonies  to  the  effectiveness  of 
the  Prayer  Vigil  indicate  that  it 
made  a  great  contribution  to  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  individual 
members,  the  churches,  the  confer¬ 
ence,  the  church-at-large,  and  the 
many  causes  remembered. 

Churches  are  challenged  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  use  some  form  of  the  Pray¬ 
er  Vigil  in  the  months  and  years 
ahead. 


CORNERSTONE  TO  BE 
LAID  FOR  VARNADO 
CHURCH 

The  Varnado  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  will  lay  the  cornerstone  of 
a  new  church  on  Sunday,  May  27, 
at  5:00  p.  m. 

The  building  will  meet  a  long- 
felt  need  and  will  be  a  credit  to 
the  people  of  Varnado,  according 
to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Spencer  J.  Mc¬ 
Lean.  He  says:  “The  trustees,  Dr. 


Commencement 
z  Exercises  At 
Centenary 

The  131st  baccalaureate  services 
and  commencement  exercises  of 
Centenary  College  will  bejjeld  Sun¬ 
day,  when  degrees  will  be  awarded 
to  163  students. 

Baccalaureate  services  at  9  a.m. 
in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on 
the  campus  will  open  the  day’s 
program.  Dr.  Kenneth  I.  Brown,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Danforth 
Foundation  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will 
deliver  the  baccalaureate  sermon. 
He  received  his  BA  degree  at  the 
University  of  Rochester  and  his  MA 
and  PhD  at  Harvard  University. 

President  Joe  J.  Mickle  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  will  introduce  Dr.  Brown, 
and  Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  will  lead 
the  opening  prayer.  The  benediction 
will  be  given  by  Rev.  R.  Leonard 
Cooke,  vice-president  of  Centenary. 
Special  music  will  be  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  William  C.  Teague,  or¬ 
ganist,  and  the  Centenary  College 
choir,  directed  by  A.  C.  Voran. 

A  student-faculty  art  exhibit  and 
a  senior  reception  are  slated  for  3 
to  5  p.m.  in  the  Student  Union 
Building  and  commencement  exer¬ 
cises  will  be  held  in  the  open-air 
theater  on  the  campus  at  8  p.m. 

President  Mickle  and  Dean  Leroy 
Vogel  will  confer  degrees,  and  hon¬ 
orary  degrees  will  be  conferred  on 
two  Methodist  leaders,  a  Jewish 
rabbi,  a  Texas  industrialist  and  a 
former  Louisiana  legislator. 

Cecil  Morgan,  executive  assistant 
to  Eugene  Holman,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Standard  Oil  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Mor¬ 
gan  served  in  both  the  Louisiana 
House  and  Senate  and  is  a  former 
district  judge.  Paul  M.  Brown, 
chairman  of  the  Centenary  board  of 
trustees,  then  will  present  Morgan 
for  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  will  present 
the  Rev.  George  W.  Pomeroy,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe.  The  Rev.  Carl  Lueg,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lake  Charles,  will  be  presented  by 
Dr.  Pomeroy,  associate  professor  of 
Bible.  Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz  of 
B’nai  Zion  Temple,  Shreveport,  will 
be  presented  by  Dean  Vogel.  All 
three  will  receive  the  honorary  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Divinity  degree. 

R.  E.  “Bob”  Smith,  independent 
oil  operator  of  Houston,  Tex.,  and 
for  six  years  chairman  of  the  Good 
Neighbor  Commission  of  Texas,  will 
be  presented  by  Charlton  H.  Lyons 
of  the  Centenary  board  of  trustees. 
Smith  has  been  active  in  Methodist 
activities  for  many  years. 

The  Centenary  College  band  and 
choir  will  be  in  charge  of  special 
music,  and  tjae  benediction  will  be 
given  by  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
of  Ruston.  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris, 


B.  H.  Lewis,  A1  Fornea  and  Paul 
Fornea,  together  with  the  Building 
Committee,  Mrs.  Julia  Fornea, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Thomas,  Mrs.  Thelma 
Lewis  and  Mrs.  Irene  Lewis,  have 
worked  hard  and  faithfully  t  o 
complete  this  project.  Much  credit 
is  due  also  to  many  others  without 
whose  help  we  could  not  have  suc¬ 
ceeded.  Among  these  are  many  who 
though  not  members  of  the  church 
have  been  as  helpful  as  those  who 
are.”  \ 

The  building  will  be  ready  for 
use  in  about  three  or  four  weeks. 


PINE  GROVE  ADULT 
CLASS  MEETING 

The  Adult  Class  of  the  Pine 
Grove  Methodist  Church  met  on 
Thursday  evening,  May  10,  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Lee, 
for  the  regular  monthly  meeting. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Alford  read  the  scrip¬ 
ture  and  Rev.  G.  L.  Cagle  led  in 
prayer. 

After  games  refreshments  were 
served  by  Mrs.  Lee  and  her  co¬ 
hostesses,  Mrs.  William  Dunn  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Ward. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  R.  W.  Harris  with 
Mrs.  Brad  Walston  and  Mrs.  Jody 
White  as  co-hostesses  on  June  19. 

Eighteen  were  present  at  the 
meeting. 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 
AT  WHITES  CHAPEL 

On  Sunday,  May  6,  White’s  Chap¬ 
el  observed  its  second  memorial 
service  with  more  than  300  people 
in  attendance,  some  driving  more 
than  700  miles  for  the  occasion,  ac¬ 
cording  to  report.  Many  preachers 
and  singers  were  in  attendance. 

The  Youth  Choir  from  the  Ball 
Church,  W.  K.  Edwards  of  Ville 
Platte  and  Frank  and  Betty  Hick¬ 
man  of  Port  Arthur,  furnished  the 
music. 

Rev.  Odell  Simmons,  of  the  Ball 
Charge,  preached  the  m  emorial 
sermon.  Following  the  morning 
service,  dinner  was  served  in  a 
shady  grove  to  about  200  people. 
After  the  dinner  many  gathered  at 
the  church  for  the  special  singing 
that  was  given  by  the  Youth  Choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  August 
Popall. 

This  is  an  annual  event.  The 
Methodist  folks  from  many  chur¬ 
ches  take  part.  This  church  is  in 
the  Alexandria  District.  Rev.  H.  D. 
Fisher  is  the  pastor. 


superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  of  the  N  Methodist  Church, 
will  give  the  /invocation. 

Following  Morgan’s  address  and 
the  conferring  of  degrees,  the  class 
of  1956  will  be  introduced  into  the 
Shreveport  Alumni  Assn,  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  by  R.  B.  Sullivan, 
president. 


Arkansas  Anti-Gambling 
Movement  Grows 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (RNS)  —  The 
Pulaski  County  Anti-Racing  Coun¬ 
cil  was  organized  here  to  work  for 
the  outlawing  of  legalized  gambling 
in  Arkansas. 

It  voted  to  back  the  Arkansas 
Christian  Citizen’s  Council,  pre¬ 
viously  formed  for  the  same  pur¬ 
pose,  in  its  effort  to  obtain  33,000 
or  more  signatures  to  get  on  the 
November  election  ballot  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  to  end 
legalized  race  track  wagering.  Pe¬ 
titions  will  be  circulated  in  the  state 
May  20-27. 

William  L.  Blair,  Little  Rock  at¬ 
torney,  was  named  temporary  chair¬ 
man  of  a  steering  committee  to 
which  six  religious  denominations 
of  the  Greater  Little  Rock  area 
elected  two  members. 

The  denominations  are  Baptist, 
Assembly  of  God,  Presbyterian, 
Methodist,  Community  Churches 
and  Nazarene. 

Similar  councils  have  been  organ¬ 
ized  in  74  cities  throughout  the 
states. 


The  congregation  o  f  Memorial 
Church,  Monroe,  worshipped  for 
the  first  time  in  the  new  church  on 
Sunday,  April  22. 

Begun  last  July  and  finished  at 
a  cost  of  $121,000,  the  new  building 
will  accommodate  500.  Of  semi¬ 
modern  design,  the  church  features 
a  tower  60  feet  high,  topped  with  a 
stone  cross  which  is  spotlighted  at 
night.  The  tower  window  is  a  shaft 
40  feet  high  with  specially  designed 
frames  containing  cathedral  glass 
and  is  lighted  at  night  from  within. 
The  front  of  the  building  is  faced 
with  Silverdale  limestone  and  con¬ 
tains  a  large  stained  glass  window. 

The  interior  of  the  sanctuary  is 
finished  with  unpainted  brick  walls 
in  the  nave  and  oak  panels  in  the 
chancel.  The  ceiling  is  31  feet  high 
and  is  supported  by  lami  n  a  t  e  d 
wood  arches  which  are  visible  from 
within.  The  woodwork  in  the 
sanctuary  is  oak  with  pecan  finish. 

The  building  completes  the  long 
range  building  program  begun 
several  years  ago.  The  church  is 
now  10  years  old  and  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  670.  The  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  is  composed  of  W.  B.  Mann, 
W.  W.  Stevens,  Harold  Riggs,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Cotton,  J.  Herbert  Walker, 
and  E.  C.  Rowan. 

The  opening  service  was  held 
at  11:00  a.  m.  with  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  bringing  the  message. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe, 
preached  at  the  evening  hour. 

Open  house  was  held  at  the 
church  from  3:00  to  5:00  p.  m.  with 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  in  charge. 


PARSONETTES  -  PARSONS 
SPONSOR  PICNIC 

A  mock  cabinet  session  marked 
the  close  of  the  Alexandria  District 
Parsonettes-Parsons  Picnic  at  Camp 
Brewer,  Thursday,  May  10.  The 
role  of  the  Bishop  was  played  by 
Benedict  A.  Galloway  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  were  J .  A . 
Jones,  Charles  H.  Giessen,  Robert 
E.  Carter,  Otis  W.  Spinks,  Luther 
Booth  and  W.  D.  Boddie. 

The  Parsonettes  president,  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Townsend,  was  in  charge  of 
the  activities  and  the  lunch.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Lipe  provided  and 
barbecued  the  pig.  The  other  pas¬ 
tors’  wives  provided  the  other  food 
and  drinks. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  preachers’  meeting 
earlier  in  the  day  and  Mrs.  Town¬ 
send  was  in  charge  of  the  Parson¬ 
ettes’  meeting.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Town¬ 
send  made  appropriate  reference  to 
the  completion  of  50  years  in  the 
ministry  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Doss,  Jr.,  who 
responded  with  gracious  words. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  R.  .Strozier, 
who  are  retiring  at  this  conference 
session,  and  who  will  be  the  first 
couple  to  occupy  the  first  new  re¬ 
tired  ministers’  home,  were  pre¬ 
sented  a  gift  by  the  Parsonettes, 
Mr.  Townsend  making  the  presen¬ 
tation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strozier  ex¬ 
pressed  their  gratitude  for  the  gift 
and  spoke  of  their  36%  years  in 
the  ministry. 

Unique  for  a  preachers’  meeting 
was  the  period  devoted  to  an  old 
fashioned  testimony  meeting,  b  y 
which  means  the  ministers  made 
their  reports  for  the  year. 

The  Ad  Interim  Committee  met 
and  voted  to  recommend  Robert  E 
Carter  to  the  annual  conference  for 
admission  on  trial. — W.  D.  Boddie 
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ROBIN  REDBREAST 

A  Legend  Of  The  Northland 


IN  the  long,  long  ago,  a  great 
fire  blazed  brightly  in  the 
Northland  —  and  it  was  the 
only  fire  in  all  the  world.  All  day 
long,  through  the  dark  night,  a 
hunter  and  his  little  boy  kept  it 
burning.  The  animals  crept  near 
the  bright  flames  to  warm  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  Indians  came  and 
got  burning  coals  to  take  to  their 
homes  so  they  could  cook  their 
food. 

At  last  the  hunter  fell  ill,  and 
he  had  to  go  away  and  leave  his 
little  boy  alone  to  tend  the  fire. 
And  the  brave  lad  did  the  very  best 
he  could.  Again  and  again  and 
again  he  gathered  twigs  and  dry 
leaves  and  heaved  them  upon  the 
fire.  For  whole  days  and  nights 
he  stayed  awake  and  kept  it  burn¬ 
ing  brightly. 

But  the  time  came  when  he 
could  not  stay  awake  a  minute 
longer.  When  at  last  he  fell  asleep, 
the  flames  were  crackling  merrily. 
•  Now,  it  happened  that  an  old 
white  bear  lived  nearby,  in  the 
woods,  and  he  hated  thq  fire  worse 
than  anything  else  in  the  world.  He 
was  watching,  ever  watching,  for 
a  chance  to  put  it  out.  Now  that 
chance  had  come;  for  the  little 
boy  was  fast  asleep. 

The  old  white  bear  crept  toward 
the  fire.  The  boy  did  not  stir.  Right 
into  the  fire  walked  the  bear,  and 
he  stamped  until  he  had  stamped 
out  all  the  flames. 

But  there  were  still  sparks  of 
live  fire  on  the  ground.  So  the  old 
white  bear  stamped  and  stamped 
on  the  sparks  until,  as  he  supposed, 
he  had  stamped  them  out  too. 

Nothing  could  be  seen  but  a  big 
black  place,  now,  where  the  fire 
had  been. 

“At  last  I  have  put  out  the  fire,” 
thought  the  bear  with  a  growl  of 
content. 

In  those  cold  regions  of  the 
Northland  lived  the  little  gray  rob¬ 
in.  Sitting  quietly  in  a  tree  top 
nearby,  she  had  seen  what  the  old 
bear  had  done.  How  sorry  she  felt! 
But  what  could  such  a  tiny  thing 
do  about  it — only  a  gray  some¬ 
thing,  anyway.  She  flew  over  to  the 
great  charred  black  spot.  And,  to 
her  delight,  she  found  a  tiny  spark 
of  fire  that  was  still  alive. 

Then  she  hopped  and  fluttered 
about  and  fanned  the  spark  with 
her  tiny  gray  wings.  And  at  last 
it  flamed  up,  and  a  little  fire  was 
started. 

She  hopped  and  fluttered  about 
some  more.  And  the  small  fire 
reached  out  and  touched  the  dry 
leaves  and  the  branches  and  twigs 
that  were  scattered  about. 

Suddenly  the  gray  robin  felt 
something  burning  and  stinging. 
Looking  down,  she  saw  that  her 
breast  was  scorched.  But  she  did 
not  care  about  that  —  she  was  so 
happy  that  she  had  been  able  to 
start  the  fire  again. 

By  the  time  the  little  boy  woke 
up,  the  flames  were  burning  as 


brightly  and  as  merrily  as  ever. 
The  gray  robin  flew  back  to  the 
tree  top.  And  the  old  white  bear 
sunk  deep  into  the  woods  with  a 
fierce  growl. 

As  the  gray  robin  sat  singing 
sweetly  in  the  treetop,  again  she 
looked  down  at  herself.  And  what 
do  you  think  she  saw?  Wherever 
the  flames  had  touched  it,  her  dull, 
gray  little  breast  had  turned  to  a 
bright,  beautiful  red. 

It  was  a  wonderful  surprise  to 
her,  for  never  once  had  she  thought 
of  becoming  beautiful.  She  had 
only  meant  to  do  a  good  and  noble 
deed. 

No  wonder  the  people  in  that 
far-away  Northland  love  her  dear¬ 
ly.  They  never  tire  of  telling  their 
children  this  story.  And  those 
children  are  quite  sure  the  little 
gray  robin  that  kept  the  fire  burn¬ 
ing  was  the  great-great-grand- 
mother  of  our  Robin  Redbreast.  — 
Retold  by  Marion  Madison  in  The 
Burning  Bush. 

THE  STORY  OF  A 
GREAT  HYMN 

By  Anna  King  Davis 

We  all  enjoy  singing  “Onward 
Christian  Soldiers.”  It  is  stirring 
and  lively  and  makes  us  want  to 
march  as  we  sing.  The  hymn  was 
written  for  a  children’s  marching 
song. 

Almost  a  hundred  years  ago,  an 
English  minister,  Dr.  Baring  Gould, 
wanted  a  new  marching  song  for 
the  children  of  his  church.  The 
song  was  to  be  sung  as  they  march¬ 


ed  across  the  pretty  English  coun¬ 
tryside  to  join  in  a  music  festival 
at  another  church.  The  minister 
searched  and  searched  for  a  hymn 
that  would  make  the  children’s 
march  a  ‘gladsome’  one.  He  could 
not  find  a  suitable  hymn. 

The  night  before  the  festival,  Dr. 
Baring-Gould  decided  to  write  the 
marching  song  himself.  By  the 
next  morning  it  was  finished.  The 
children  liked  it  so  well  they  learn¬ 
ed  it  quickly. 

They  marched  across  the  English 
countryside  joyously  singing  — 
“Onward,  Christian  Soldiers, 
Marching  as  to  war, 

With  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Going  on  before.” 

PETER  AND  THE  TRUMPET 

By  Dorothea  Jones 

Peter  had  a  problem.  The  scout¬ 
master  was  taking  the  troop  to  the 
big  game  at  Berkeley,  and  Peter 
had  made  all  his  plans  to  go.  Now 
at  the  last  minute  he  was  told  that 
the  school  band  was  to  play  at  the 
Parent-Teacher  association  meet¬ 
ing!  Why  did  they  wait  so  late  to 
ask  the  band?  Perhaps  he  and  his 
trumpet  wouldn’t  be  missed,  and 
after  all  he  had.  planned  on  going 
to  the  game. 

Peter  took  the  new  model  air¬ 
plane  kit  out  of  the  box  and  began 
to  put  the  intricate  pieces  together. 
He  always  had  a  good  feeling  when 
he  was  working  with  his  hands  on 
these  tiny  things.  Maybe  he  could 
think  out  his  problem.  He  remem¬ 
bered  the  time  he  was  so  angry  at 
his  best  pal  that  he  felt  sick  all 
over.  Yet  in  his  room  at  work  on 
his  planes,  before  long  he  had  be¬ 
come  so  engrossed  that  he  almost 


THE  WORLD  IS  FULL 
OF  CHILDREN 

The  world  in  full  of  children, 

In  land  of  palm  or  snow; 

Jn  home  of  tent  or  palace; 

No  matter  where  we  go. 

They’re  dark  or  white  or  yellow 
But  God  loves  every  race; 

The  work  of  his  great  Kingdom 
Gives  every  one  a  place. 

The  world  is  full  of.  children, 

Our  God  who  sent  his  Son 

To  be  our  Friend  and  Saviour 
Defends  and  loves  each  one. 

He  wants  us  to  be  friendly 
And  help  each  other,  too; 

And  show  our  love  for  Jesus 
In  everything  we  do. 

— Wilhemmina  D’Arcy 
Stephens  in  Ex. 


forgot  what  the  quarrel  was  all 
about.  There  was  a  chance  that  it 
might  work  again. 

He  read  the  directions  carefully, 
and  each  tiny  piece  began  to  fit  in¬ 
to  place. 

“Why,”  he  thought,  “this  is  just 
like  my  problem.” 

As  he  glued  the  wings  on  the 
sides  of  the  plane  body,  he  won¬ 
dered,  should  he  go  to  the  game,  or 
should  he  play  in  the  band?  His 
mind  was  like  the  propeller,  going 
round  and  round.  How  easy  it 
would  be  to  forget  the  band  and  go 
to  the  game!  None  of  the  other 
band  members  belonged  to  his 
troop.  They  wouldn’t  know.  They 
would  never  miss  him. 

The  plane  was  almost  finished 
and  each  tiny  piece  had  made  a 
part  of  the  whole.  Suddenly  Peter 
realized  that  each  instrument  in 
the  band  was  a  part  of  the  whole 
band,  too.  His  trumpet  might  not 
be  important  alone,  but  as  a  part 
of  the  whole  band,  it  was  import¬ 
ant.  By  going  to  the  game  he 
would  be  contributing  to  his  own 
pleasure,  but  he  would  be  letting 
the  band  down.  The  pieces  fitted 
together  perfectly.  His  mind  had 
cleared  of  all  his  worries,  and  he 
knew  he  had  decided  the  right 
way.  He’d  be  at  the  PTA  with  his 
trumpet. — In  The  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Professor:  “What’s  the  most  com¬ 
mon  impediment  in  the  speech  of 
American  people?” 

Freshman:  “Chewing  gum!” 

*  *  • 

“I  used  to  be  terribly  conceited.” 
a  local  guy  confided,  “but  my  psy¬ 
chiatrist  straightened  me  out  and 
now  I’m  one  of  the  nicest  guys  in 
town.” 

*  »  • 

“Son,”  said  his  father  sadly, 
“after  four  years  of  college,  you’re 
nothing  but  a  loafer  and  a  nuisance. 
I  can’t  think  of  one  good  thing  It 
has  done  for  you.” 

The  son  was  silent  for  a  moment. 
Then  he  said  timidly: 

“Well,  it  cured  Ma  of  bragging 
about  me.” 


FUN  ON  THE  FARM 


I’m  looking  forward 
To  vacation  this  year. 

I’ll  spend  it  with  Grandpa 
Who  lives  quite  near. 

I  can  help  him  a  lot 
In  so  many  ways, 

The  work  on  the  farm 
Just  fills  up  the  days. 

There’s  time,  too,  for  fun 
And  carefree  hours 
Filled  with  sunshine  bright, 
Then  with  cooling  showers. 
The  happy  days  spent 
On  the  farm  seem  to  be 
The  nicest  thing 
That  happens  to  me. — A.E.W. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


It  MCThOOIST  CHMCI 


ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT 
MEETS 

The  Arkadelphia  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  met  at 
the  Keith  Memorial  .  Methodist 
Church,  Malvern,  Arkansas,  April 
4,  with  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  president 
presiding.  Seventeen  societies  an¬ 
swered  roll  call  with  119  members 
present.  The  Rev.  Irl  Lancaster, 
pastor  of  Keith  Memorial,  gave  the 
devotional  and  welcomed  the  guests. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Harrington  introduced 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archer  Smith  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  appreciation  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  to  Mrs.  Smith  for  the  work  she 
had  done  for  the  past  four  years  as 
District  Promotion  Secretary  and  to 
Mr.  Smith  for  the  help  he  had  given 
Mrs.  Smith  in  carrying  on  her  work. 
Mr.  Smith  was  made  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 

Reports  from  local  societies 
showed  four  societies  were  100%. 

Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson  was 
the  speaker  for  the  morning  session 
and  spoke  on  “Toward  Thy  King¬ 
dom’s  Goal”. 

Lunch  was  served  by  the  ladies 
of  Keith  Memorial  Church  and  Mrs. 
Doyle  Shirley  had  charge  of  the 
program. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with 
the  hymn  “God  of  Grace  and' God 
of  Glory”.  Miss  Polly  Lassiter  in¬ 
troduced  Miss  Carolyn  Lawrence 
who  gave  her  impressions  of  the 
Missionary  Tour  through  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Daugherty  introduced 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Galloway  who  spoke  on 
“Women  United  to  Achieve  Thy 
Kingdom’s  Goal”.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ganna¬ 
way  gave  the  pledge  service  and 
Mrs.  Henderson,  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent,  installed  the  following  officers: 

President,  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  Ark¬ 
adelphia;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Gannaway,  Arkadelphia;  Recording 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Loyd  P.  Rhiddle- 
hoover,  Hot  Springs;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Dolphus  Whitten,  Arkadelphia;  Pro¬ 
motion,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Buckley,  Gurdon; 
Christian  Social  Relation  and  Local 
Church  Activities,  Mrs.  Phil  Taylor, 
Sparkman;  Student  Work,  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Harris,  Arkadelphia;  Youth  Work, 
Mrs.  Ed  McLean,  Malvern;  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work,  Mrs.  Virgil  Efird,  Mal¬ 
vern;  Spiritual  Life,  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Harrington,  Malvern;  Literature  and 
Publications,  Mrs.  Doyle  Shirley, 
Hot  Springs;  Supply  Work,  Mrs.  W. 
L.  Gephart,  Malvern;  Status  of  Wo¬ 
men,  Mrs.  Garland  Clark,  Hot 
Springs;  Missionary  Personnel,  Miss 
Polly  Lassiter,  Arkadelphia;  Re¬ 
search  Chairman,  Mrs.  H.  King 
Wade,  Hot  Springs. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Floyd,  Louisiana,  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  held 
the  annual  meeting  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  May  1  at  the  church. 
Prayer  was  led  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mc¬ 
Cann,  pastor,  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Fuller 
and  Miss  Mary  Lou  Holley  sang  a 
duet.  Mrs.  Roy  Coody  read  the 
scripture. 

A  Memorial  Service,  honoring 
Mrs.  Blanche  Watson  was  led  by 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley;  Vice-president, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Myers,  Jr.;  Secretary, 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Fuller;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
L.  C.  Wilson. 

Following  the  meeting  a  social 


ARKANSAS- LOUISIANA  AREA 


Recommendations  for  Student  Day 

Methodist  students  look  to  you  to  help  build  their  future.  Help  make 

it  a  great  day  in  our  conference. 

Mrs.  Olin  Shockley 
North  Arkansas  Conference 
Secretary  of  Student  Work 

With  the  hope  of  seeing  the  work  of  the  student  department  go  forward, 

we  recommend: 

1.  That  the  interest  of  each  local  society  be  directed  to  the  youth  away 
from  home.  These  will  include  those  from  other  lands,  those  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  our  country  and  all  those  on  our  campuses. 

2.  That  each  society  support  the  local  church  in  its  observance  of  Metho¬ 
dist  Student  Day  and  Student  Recognition  Day. 

3.  That  continued  emphasis  be  placed  on  electing  a  secretary  of  student 
work  in  each  local  society. 

4.  That  the  work  of  the  student  department  be  presented  to  the  local 
society  each  month.  This  should  give  every  member  an  opportunity  to 
know  and  participate  in  student  work  on  the  local  level. 

5.  That  student  information  cards  continue  to  be  sent  to  the  campus  before 
August  1st. 

6.  That  all  graduating  high  school  seniors  be  informed  concerning  the  work 
of  the  church  on  the  campus. 

7.  That  training  opportunities  be  provided  for  student  secretaries  on 
every  level  of  our  society. 


hour  was  held  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
J.  S.  White. 


Woman’s  Society  officers  of 
Keith  Memorial  and  St.  Paul’s  were 
installed  by  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  dis¬ 
trict  president.  Following  the  in- 
tallation,  officers  training  was  led 
by  the  following  district  officers: 
Mrs.  Stone,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Harrington, 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Gephart,  Polly  Lassister, 
Mrs.  Virgil  Efird,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Harris 
and  Mrs.  Teague.  Churches  repre¬ 
sented'  were:  Keith  Memorial,  St. 
Paul’s  Shorewood  Hills.  Magnet 
Cove  and  Rockport. 


The  Pine  Grove,  Louisiana,  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  completed  a  four  ses¬ 
sion  study  on  Wednesday  night,  May 
9  on  the  American  Indians,  with 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bridges,  Minden,  as 
leader. 


Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  pastor,  in¬ 
stalled  the  officers  of  the  Plummer- 
ville  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  May  4  as  folows:  President, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Pettingill;  Vice-president, 
Mrs.  Ben  Looney;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Jack  Willbank;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Rog¬ 
er  Nisler. 

WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

The  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  is  planning 
for  the  establishment  of  a  hospital 
and  a  training  center  for  nurses 
near  Wonju,  Korea.  This  is  the 
center  of  a  great  industrial  section, 
southeast  of  Seoul,  where  there  is 
little  medical  service  for  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people.  The  Division 
hopes  this  year  to  erect  a  120-bed 
hospital,  and  to  recruit  personnel 
for  the  project 


Miss  Eleanor  Powell,  of  Beverly 
Hills,  Calif.,  who  teaches  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  in  the  “Faith  of  Our 
Children”  TV  program  over  Station 
KRCA,  won  two  out  of  the  eight 
local  “Emmies”  of  the  Academy  of 
Television  Arts  and  Sciences.  Miss 
Powell  was  acclaimed  by  the  8,000 
people  attending  the  awards  cere¬ 
mony.  She  was  named  by  the  Acad¬ 
emy  as  “the  most  outstanding  fe¬ 
male  personality”  for  the  second 
consecutive  year,  and  was  cited  as 
having  the  best  children’s  program. 
Her  program  is  televised  at  Beverly 
Hills  Presbyterian  Church. 


Three  young  Chinese  Christian 
nurses,  two  of  them  from  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  are  now  at  work  travel¬ 
ling  from  village  to  village  (or, 
more  correctly,  “from  longhouse  to 
longhouse” — a  whole  village  of  re¬ 
lated  families  living  in  one  vast 
house)  in  the  Kapit  district  of  Sara¬ 
wak,  Borneo.  Serving  there  under 
the  Methodist  Church  they  are  min¬ 
istering  to  the  physical  needs  of  the 
Ibans,  or  Sea  Dyaks,  a  primitive 
people  who  a  few  decades  ago  were 
the  famed  and  the  feared  head¬ 
hunting  “wild  men  of  Borneo.”  Miss 
Pearl  Lee  is  nurse  at  Nanga  Mu- 
jong,  where  she  is  in  charge  of  the 
Methodist  Clinic  and  itinerates  a- 
mong  the  longhouses.  Miss  Yong 
Lo  Lian  is  at  the  central  station  in 
Kapit  and  has  a  Child  Welfare  Clin¬ 
ic.  Miss  Wong  Yu  Tian,  of  Penang, 


Malaya  is  at  Nanga  Mujong. 


Women  may  now  be  ordained  into 
the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.  The  1955  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  the  denomination 
voted  it,  but  it  had  to  be  submitted 
to  the  257  presbyteries  across  the 
country;  a  majority  of  them  have 
already  voted  approval.  “Both  men 
and  women  may  now  be  called  to 
this  office”  (the  pastorate)  the  law 
of  the  Church  now  reads.  It  is  not 
expected  that  many  women  will 
seek  the  office  immediately,  but  it 
is  possible  that  the  theological  sem¬ 
inaries  will  have  applicants  for 
training.  In  May  the  Methodist 
Church  —  still  larger  than  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  —  voted  (in  its  General 
Conference)  that  women  are  to  be 
admitted  to  the  “traveling  min¬ 
istry.”  Heretofore,  they  were  or¬ 
dained  as  “local  (lay)  preachers” 
but  not  admitted  to  the  annual 
conferences  as  ministers  subject  to 
annual  appointment  to  churches  by 
the  bishops. 


The  Texas  Council  of  Church  Wo¬ 
men  has  called  upon  state  officials 
and  legislators  to  work  for  the  abol¬ 
ition  of  any  state  law  which  “re¬ 
quires  segregation  or  any  form  of 
discrimination  based  on  race,  color 
or  creed.”  The  strongly-worded  doc¬ 
ument,  which  also  urges  “the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  fellowship  without  barriers 
in  the  local  church,”  was  adopted 
at  the  body’s  annual  State  Assemb¬ 
ly  in  San  Antonio. 


The  Rev.  Lim  Swee  Beng,  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Sitia- 
wan,  Malaya,  was  recently  ordained 
a  deacon,  the  first  woman  deacon 
in  her  country.  Sitawan  is  a  jungle- 
encircled  town  in  the  state  of  Pe¬ 
rak.  In  Korea,  Bishop  Hyungki  Lew 
ordained  Chun  Mil  La  Juchom,  the 
first  Korean  woman  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  A  second  has 
recently  joined  her  —  Myung  Wah 
Yong,  now  serving  in  Suwon. 


The  problem  of  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  among  girls  in  this  country 
would  be  greatly  reduced  if  more 
Scout-age  girls  “could  avail  them¬ 


selves  of  Girl  Scout  training  in  con¬ 
junction  with  their  religious  in¬ 
struction,”  Frank  A.  Nelson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  declared  in  a  statement  is¬ 
sued  for  Girl  Scout  Week,  March 
11-17.  Paying  tribute  to  the  nation¬ 
al  Girl  Scout  organization  for  its 
outstanding  service  to  girls,  Mr. 
Nelson  said  that  the  organization’s 
strong  emphasis  on  the  Girl  Scout’s 
primary  obligation  of  duty  to  God 
should  commend  the  movement  to 
all  religious  groups.  The  Girl 
Scout  organization  now  enrolls  2,- 
642,000  girls  and  adults  ....  Each 
day  of  Girl  Scout  Week  is  devoted 
to  a  major  aspect  of  the  Girl  Scout 
program.  Known  as  the  “seven  Ser¬ 
vice  Days”,  these  are  Girl  Scout 
Sunday,  Homemaking  Day  (Mon¬ 
day),  Citizenship  Day  (Tuesday), 
Health  and  Safety  Day  (Wednes¬ 
day),  International  Friendship  Day 
(Thursday),  Arts  and  Crafts  Day 
(Friday),  and  Out-of-doors  Day 
(Saturday). 


Seven  of  the  nine  bishops,  and 
both  theological  faculties  of  Luth¬ 
eran  Norway  oppose  a  government 
proposal  to  abolish  the  law  com¬ 
promise  by  which  a  woman  cannot 
be  appointed  as  a  pastor  against  the 
will  of  the  congregation.  The  1938 
Civil  Law  gives  women  the  right 
to  be  named  as  pastors  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  but  only  where  the  in¬ 
volved  parish  councils  agree  to  it. 
So  far  only  one  of  the  33  Norwegian 
women  with  theological  degrees  is 
serving  as  a  pastor.  Of  the  others, 
ten  do  mission  work,  serve  youth 
groups  or  do  other  church-related 
work,  while  twelve  are  teachers  and 
ten  have  become  housewives.  While 
the  bishops  and  the  theological  fac¬ 
ulties  stress  the  importance  of  find¬ 
ing  ways  to  engage  the  women  theo¬ 
logians  in  active  church  work,  the 
majority  of  them  advise  against  a 
change  of  the  present  Civil  Law 
“for  scriptural  reasons.”  The  gov¬ 
ernment’s  chief  argument  in  asking 
for  a  repeal  of  the  standing  Civil 
Law  is  that  its  limitations  upon  wo¬ 
men  ministers  contradicts  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  Human  Rights,  which 
Norway  wants  to  ratify  without 
reservations. 
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Joins  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Education 

Staff 


Christian  Education 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 
LEADS  IN  TRAINING 
PROGRAM 

With  practically  all  of  the  schools 
held  and  reports  in  hand  for  the 
current  Conference  year,  the  Pine 
Bluff  District  leads  in  the  number 
of  schools,  enrollment  and  credits 
issued.  Under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent,  Dr.  Terry  and  the 
District  Director  of  Training,  Dr. 
Clem  Baker,  the  reports  show 
twenty-<three  schools  held,  offering 
thirty-nine  units  of  study.  There 
have  been  1069  enrolled,  with  672 
receiving  certificates  of  credit  in 
these  schools. 

Other  districts  are  as  follows: 


Enrolled  Credits 


Arkadelphia  . 

.  176 

107 

Camden  . 

856 

580 

Hope  . 

.  487 

276 

Little  Rock 

.  510 

383 

Monticello  . 

.  467 

293 

Including  the  W.S.C.S.  School  of 
Missions,  together  with  the  out-of- 
Conference  training  programs,  we 
have  had  a  grand  total  of  3693  for 
the  Conference,  taking  training,  and 
2425  receiving  credit  recognition. 
In  addition  to  this  formal  training 
program  much  effective  leadership 
development  has  been  by  the  infor¬ 
mal  methods  as  institutes,  work¬ 
shops  etc.  On  the  whole,  we  feel  that 
this  has  been  one  of  the  best  train¬ 
ing  programs  of  recent  years,  for 
which  the  Board  is  grateful  to  in¬ 
structors,  pastors,  district  superin¬ 
tendents  and  all  others  who  have 
helped  to  make  this  record  possible. 
—  Roy  E.  Fawcett 


FOLLOW-UP  OF  FAMILY 
LIFE  CONFERENCE 

Since  the  Second  National  Con¬ 
ference  on  Family  Life  in  1954, 
there  have  been  held  57  conference¬ 
wide  meetings  in  the  field  of  the 
Christian  family,  according  to  a  re¬ 
port  on  the  follow-up  of  the  1954 
Family  Life  Conference  recently 
issued  by  Dr.  Edward  D.  Staples, 
director  of  the  Department  of  the 
Christian  Family,  General  Board  of 
Education. 

“The  conference  focused  upon  the 
family  in  such  a  way  that  those  that 
attended  were  inspired  upon  their 
return  home  to  work  in  their  own 
churches  and  in  neighboring 
churches  to  strengthen  Christian 
family  life,”  Dr.  Staples  said. 

Reports  from  the  follow-up  re¬ 
veal  also  that  152  district  meetings 
were  held,  besides  numerous  sub¬ 
district  meetings.  Seminars  on  ipar- 
riage  counseling  have  been  held  in 
23  annual  conferences,  and  50  fam¬ 
ily  camps  have  been  held.  How¬ 
ever,  reports  have  not  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  some  of  the  confer¬ 
ences. 

In  his  report  to  the  General  Board 
of  Education  meeting  last'  January 
Dr.  Staples  made  the  following  sig¬ 
nificant  statement:  “A  few  years 
ago  our  chief  need  was  to  arouse 
concern  about  the  breakdown  of 
family  life  in  America.  This  need 
has  been  met.  Today  our  major 
concern  is  the  training  of  leaders 


Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  an¬ 
nounces  the  addition  of  Miss  Louise 
Sharp  of  Grenada,  Mississippi,  to 
the  conference  staff  with  special 
responsibility  for  youth  work  and 
camping.  Miss  Sharp  will  also  assist 
in  general  phases  of  the  conference 
program. 

She  is  an  experienced  director  of 
Religious  Education  in  the  local 
church,  and  a  specialist  in  summer 
camping.  She  has  been  in  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference  on  other  occasions, 
sent  by  the  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  to  train  camp  leaders. 

Miss  Sharp  will  report  for  duty 
after  the  Annual  Conference  session 
■and  will  establish  an  office  in  the 
Religious  Center  Building,  on  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  campus. 

Miss  Sharp  is  a  native  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  attended  Millsaps  College, 
and  was  graduated  from  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  with 
an  M.  A.  Degree  in  Religious  Edu¬ 
cation. 

Before  entering  full-time  church 
work,  she  was  employed  in  a  bank, 
and  later  by  the  Post  Office  De¬ 
partment. 

Miss  Sharp  is  a  certified  Director 
of  Christian  Education;  and  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  her  work  in  the  local 


to  help  local  churches  plan  to  serve 
the  families  in  their  communities,” 
The  follow-up  of  the  Second  Na- 


/ 


MISS  LOUISE  SHARP 

church,  she  has  served  as  district 
director  of  youth  work  and  a  re¬ 
source  leader  in  conference  train¬ 
ing  enterprises. 

When  she  reports  for  duty  this 
summer,  she  will  confer  with  the 
district  directors  of  youth  work,  the 
youth  council,  and  later  attend  the 
Leadership  School  at  Mt.  Sequoyah. 


tional  Conferences  on  Family  Life 
shows  that  this  effort  has  met  with 
a  fine  degree  of  success. 


The  spire  of  the  beautiful 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel,  rising 
111  feet  above  the  campus,  stands 
as  the  symbol  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege’s  purpose  in  educating  the 
whole  man,  both  intellectually 
and  spiritually.  v. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 


An  accredited  four-year  liberal  arts  college  offering  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  Bachelor  of  Science  and  Bachelor  of  Music. 


The  oldest  college  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  Centenary  is  a  Christian  college,  sin¬ 
cerely  striving  to  fulfill  its  stewardship  as  a  Methodist  institution  through  service  to  its  stu¬ 
dents,  the  local  churches  and  to  Methodism  in  general.  One  of  the  privileges  that  comes 
to  a  college  such  as  Centenary  is  that  of  entertaining  various  church  groups  and  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  completion  of  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel,  the  T.  L.  James  Memorial  Dormitory 
and  the  new  cafeteria  is  enabling  the  Conference  to  meet  this  year  on  the  campus  of  its  own 
college  —  a  source  of  deep  satisfaction  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  administration  of  the 
college. 


Four  Methodist  ministers,  all  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  are  on  the  staff 
of  Centenary  College,  and  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  the  district  superintendent,  has  an  office  on 
the  campus  along  with  the  staff  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Education.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane, 
the  executive  secretary,  is  counselor  in  religious  education.  The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
vice-president,  is  former  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  The 
Rev.  William  P.  Fraser  is  head  of  the  Bible  department.  Dr,  W.  F.  Pledger,  former  mission¬ 
ary  to  India,  is  professor  in  Bible  and  sociology.  Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  professor  of  Bible, 
also  is  director  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement.  Centenary’s  president,  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle,  spent  a  number  of  years  with  one  of  the  Methodist  mission  schools  in  Japan  and  is 
presently  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


The  Bible  department  of  Centenary  College  offers  six  courses  in  Bible,  four  courses  in 
Christian  doctrine  and  four  courses  in  religious  education.  Centenary  College  averages  be¬ 
tween  50  and  75  full-time  Christian  service  volunteers  each  year,  and  most  of  these  are 
ministerial  students  preparing  for  the  Methodist  ministry. 


For  catalogue,  write  to  Director  of  Admissions,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 
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Bible  Society  Nears  Half  Billion 
Scripture  Distribution 


New  York  (RNS)  —  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society  expects  to  dis¬ 
tribute  its  half-billionth  volume  of 
Scriptures  sometime  next  spring,  it 
was  reported  at  its  140th  annual 
meeting  here. 

To  date,  the  report  said,  481,149,- 
365  Scriptures  have  been  distribu¬ 
ted  by  the  society  since  its  forma¬ 
tion  in  1816. 

During  1955,  a  total  of  14,918,363 
volumes  were  circulated  at  home 
and  abroad  —  the  fourth  largest 
output  in  the  society’s  history. 

Distribution  in  the  United  States 
last  year  totaled  8,838,380  volumes, 
including  554,843  whole  Bibles, 
894,873  Testaments,  and  7,388,664 
Bible  portions. 

Foreign  distribution  was  6,079,- 


973  volumes,  including  353,157 
whole  Bibles,  705,617  Testaments 
and  4,888,665  Bible  portions. 

During  the  year,  the  society  re¬ 
ceived  $1,879,061  from  living  do¬ 
nors.  The  amount  included  $804,- 
998  from  50  supporting  denomina¬ 
tions,  $1,039,273  from  individuals 
and  the  rest  from  miscellaneous 
gifts.  Over  a  ten-year  period,  these 
receipts  have  averaged  $1,850,225 
annually. 

At  the  end  of  1955,  the  whole 
Bible  had  been  published  in  207 
languages  and  dialects,  the  com¬ 
plete  Testament  in  265  more,  and 
single  books  in  620  more.  This  made 
a  total  of  1,092  languages  into  which 
the  Scriptures  have  been  published. 


NEGRO  BISHOPS  BAR 
RELIGIOUS  INTEGRATION 

Pittsburg,  Pa.  (RNS)  —  Even 
though  social  integration  must  be 
recognized  as  a  step  toward  Chris¬ 
tian  brotherhood,  there  should  be 
no  religious  integration,  Bishop  H. 
B.  Shaw  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  told 
the  35th  quadrennial  convention  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church  here. 

Declaring  he  was  speaking  for 
the  denomination’s  bishops,  the 
head  of  the  Church’s  9th  Episcopal 
District  said: 

“The  church  is  too  essential  to 
the  Negro,  particularly  in  this 
age  of  civil  rights,  to  be  lost  in  the 
shuffle  of  integration. 

“Developed  by  the  Negro  in 
slavery,  his  church  always  has  of¬ 
fered  him  political  guidance,  en¬ 
tertainment,  cultural  development 
and  self  expression.” 


Judicial  Council 
Vice  President 
.Resigns 

Dr.  Clarence  M.  Dannelly  o  f 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  a  lay  member 
of  The  Methodist  Church’s  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  since  1952  and  who  was 
elected  vice  president  for  the  1956- 
60  quadrennium,  has  resigned  from 
the  council  due  to  what  he  termed 
“a  climate  of  circumstances.” 

H  e  announced  his  resignation 
May  8  in  a  statement  released  to  , 
the  press  and  sent  to  J.  Ernest 
Wilkins,  council  president  and  as¬ 
sistant  secretary  of  the  U.  S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Labor  in  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Dr.  Dannelly  has  been  superin¬ 
tendent  of  city  and  county  schools 
in  Montgomery  since  1936.  He  was 
elected  to  an  eight-year  term  on 
the  Judicial  Council  by  the  1952 
Ge  n  e  r  a  1  Conference.  Membership 
on  the  council  is  considered  the 
church’s  highest  honor  for  a  lay¬ 
man. 

The  1956  General  Conference 
elected  seven  members  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  several  reserves.  In  turn, 
the  nine-member  council  elected 
its  three  “veteran”  members  as  of¬ 
ficers.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Wilkins 
and  Dr.  Dannelly,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Ralph  M.  Houston  of  Hempstead, 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  was  named  sec¬ 
retary. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  formed  Chicago  at¬ 
torney,  was  re-elected  to  an  eight- 
year  term  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  first  ballot.  He  had 
served  as  secretary  of  the  council. 
As  president,  he  succeeds  another 
lawyer,  Judge  Marvin  A.  Childers, 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  who  was  not 
eligible  for  re-election  due  to  age 
restrictions. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  that  Dr.  Dannel- 
ly’s  successor  will  be  announced 
after  he  has  an  opportunity  to  con¬ 
fer  with  other  council  members  and 
church  officials  about  the  status 
of  reserve  members. 


Methodist  General 
Conference  Rebuffs 
Federation 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  The 
president  of  the  unofficial  .Metho¬ 
dist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
lost  out  in  an  attempt  to  get  the 
General  Conference  of  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  here  on  record  against 
“untruths  and  unjust  citations  and 


BISHOPS  CHOOSE  NEW  OFFICERS 


NEW  RUSSIAN  BIBLE 
EDITION  PUBLISHED 

London  (RNS)  —  The  Mos¬ 
cow  Radio  reported  that  a  new 
edition  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Bible  has  been  published,  the 
first  since  1918. 

“T  h  e  Moscow  Patriarchate,” 
the  broadcast  said,  “has  pub¬ 
lished  a  new  Russian  translation 
of  the  Bible  with  an  index  of 
parallel  passages  in  its  various 
books. 

“Unlike  the  old  synodal  Bi¬ 
ble,  published  in  1918,  this  edi¬ 
tion  is  printed  in  the  new  spell¬ 
ing.  Seven  maps  indicate  the  lo¬ 
calities  associated  with  events 
related  in  the  Bible.” 

The  station  added  that  the 
New  Testament  and  Psalms  al¬ 
so  had  been  published.  _ 

“This  book,”  it  said  “indicates 
parallel  passages  in  the  New 
Testament  and  marks  the  parts 
for  daily  services.” 


Minneapolis,  Minn.  —  These  are  the  officers  who  will  lead  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  of  The  SMethodist  Church.  They  were  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  held  here  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  quadrennial  General  Con¬ 
ference,  April  25. 

The  new  president,  Bishop  W.  Earl  Ledden  (center)  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
succeeded  Bishop  Clare  Purcell,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  (left)  of  Oklahoma  City  is  president-desig¬ 
nate.  He  will  serve  as  vice  president  for  the  year  and  then  take  over  the 
gavel  in  April  1957. 

Bishop  Short  (right)  of  Nashville,  Tenn,  the  new  secretary,  succeeded 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  who  had  asked  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  having  served  since  1939. 

These  three  officers,  with  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock  and 
Bishop  Edgar  A.  Love  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  will  compose  the  Council’s  exe¬ 
cutive  committee. 


CHURCH  TO  BURY 
“TIME  CAPSULE” 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  (RNS)  — 
Members  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  plan  to  bury  a  hermetical¬ 
ly  sealed  “time  capsule”  in  a  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  churchyard  here  May  27 
as  part  of  the  church’s  100th  an¬ 
niversary  celebration. 

The  cylinder  will  contain  a 
“Message  to  the  Future”  in  the 
form  of  tape  recordings  expressing 
greetings  from  the  congregation  to 
their  great-great-grandchildren. 

It  also  will  contain  recordings  of 
a  typical  1956  church  service  in¬ 
cluding  sermon,  singing  and  organ 
music;  Bibles,  photographs,  centen¬ 
nial  programs  and  speeches,  and  a 
list  of  present  church  members. 

The  capsule  will  be  covered  by  a 
foot-thick  layer  of  cement.  Church 
officers  plan  to  sink  into  this  ce¬ 
ment  a  plaque  describing  what  lies 
underneath  and  directing  that  it 
be  opened  “at  the  Second  Cen¬ 
tennial,  May,  2056  A.  D.” 

Dr.  Harvey  Bennett  is  pastor  of 
the  church,  built  two  years  after 
Atlantic  City’s  incorporation. 


public  listings  by  Congressional 
committees.” 

Dr.  Loyd  Worley  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  federation  president,  told 
the  delegates  that  a  Senate  com¬ 
mittee  “is  in  litigation  over  a  pam¬ 
phlet  in  which  is  contained  a  bald- 
faced  falsehood”  that  the  federa¬ 
tion  “was  organized  by  Commu¬ 
nists.” 

Dr.  Worley  sought  to  insert  a 
condemnation  of  Congressional  list¬ 
ings  in  the  civil  liberties  section  of 
a  statement  on  world  order  and 
international  peace  which  was  a- 
dopted  by  the  General  Conference. 
His  proposal  was  defeated  without 
any  debate. 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  So¬ 
cial  Action  also  lost  its  petition 
in  Washington  for  a  court  ban  on 
the  distribution  of  a  Congressional 
committee  report  labeling  the  agen¬ 
cy  a  “religious  front”  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party. 

A  three-judge  panel  of  the  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  that 
the  courts  have  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere  with  a  Con¬ 
gressional  document. 


British  Doctors  Report  On  Spiritual  Healing 


London  (RNS)  —  A  committee  of 
British  doctors  reported  it  can 
find  no  evidence  of  any  type  of 
illness  cured  solely  by  spiritual 
healing  which  cannot  be  cured  by 
medical  means. 

But  the  committee  agreed  there 
i  s  considerable  evidence  support¬ 
ing  the  value  of  religious  minis¬ 
trations  in  the  treatment  of  various 
disorders. 

Declaring  that,  in  a  sense,  all 
healing  might  be  considered  di¬ 
vine,  the  committee  said  “many  as¬ 
pects  of  healing  are  still  outside 
our  present  knowledge  and  this 
we  should  honestly  and  humbly 
admit.” 

The  committee  was  appointed  by 
the.  British  Medical  Association  at 
the  request  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  Commission  on  Divine  Heal¬ 
ing,  formed  in  1953. 

The  Anglican  group  is  seeking  to 
determine  whether  unexplained  re¬ 
coveries  from  prolonged  illnesses 
are  the  result  of  “suggestion,  spon¬ 
taneous  remission  or  divine  inter¬ 


vention.”  It  also  is  concerned  with 
cooperation  between  doctors  and 
the  clergy. 

The  medical  committee  said  it 
was  often  found,  when  cures 
claimed  for  spiritual  healing  were 
investigated,  that  the  patient  was, 
at  the  same  time,  continuing  treat¬ 
ment  prescribed  by  doctors. 

It  said  that  many  cures  effected 
b  y  unorthodox  means,  including 
spiritual  healing,  are  mainly  due 
to  suggestion.  The  committee  ad¬ 
ded  that  such  suggestion  is  more 
likely  to  be  effective  when  it  has 
a  religious  background. 

Doctors  and  clergymen  can  use¬ 
fully  cooperate,  the  physicians  said, 
proposing  informal  meetings  be¬ 
tween  them. 

The  committee  said  in  its  report 
that  the  Council  of  the  British  Med¬ 
ical  Association  invited  three  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  doctors  to  participate 
in  the  inquiry  but  none  accepted. 

The  Church  of  England  commis¬ 
sion  was  formed  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Dr.  Maurice  Henry 
Harland,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


WINNING  YOUTH  FOR  CHRIST  AND 
THE  CHURCH 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Atkinson-Snelly 

Atkinson-Snelly  was  the  name 
chosen  for  the  Sub-District  which 
met  at  Bunkie  on  April  16. 

The  following  new  officers  were 
elected:  President,  Frank  Fitzger¬ 
ald;  vice-president,  June  Hewitt, 
secretary,  Frances  Ford;  treasurer, 
Ethel  Robertson,  and  publicity 
chairman,  Billie  Jan  Mullhearn. 

There  was  a  total  of  85  present 
from  the  seven  churches  in  the 
Sub-District  -  Billie  Mulhearn, 
Chairman. 

Ruston 

The  Methodist  Crusaders  of  the 
Ruston  Sub-District  met  at  the 
White  Hall  Church  in  Shongaloo 
recently  with  the  president,  David 
Stone,  presiding. 

The  following  officers  were  elec¬ 
ted:  President,  Ben  Haley,  Homer; 
vice-president,  Ch  a  r  1  e  s  Midyett, 
Haynesville;  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary,  Hathia  Searles,  Minden;  re¬ 
cording  secretary,  Jo  Ann  Morgan, 
Arcadia;  treasurer,  Mike  Haynes, 
Springhill. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
in  Springhill  for  the  installation  of 
officers  on  May  21. — Reporter. 

Ouachita  County 

The  Ouachita  County  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  met  at  the  Holly  Springs 
Methodist  Church  on  May  7  with 
108  present. 

Officers  for  the  following  year 
were  elected  and  installed.  They 
are:  President,  Gay  Clifton;  vice- 
president,  Thurman  White;  secre¬ 
tary,  Joan  Merritt;  treasurer,  Fre- 
dia  Dial,  and  reporter,  Cora  D. 
Russell. 

Refreshments  and  a  social  hour 
were  enjoyed  by  the  group. —  Cora 
D.  Russell,  Reporter. 

Margaret  Marshall 

The  Margaret  Marshall  Sub- 
District  met  on  May  15  at  Memor¬ 
ial  Church  in  Malvern  with  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Harris  of  St.  Paul’s  Church 
presiding.  Rev.  Irl  Lancaster  o  f 
Keith  Memorial  read  the  scripture 
and  led  in  the  prayer. 

A  workshop  on  World  Peace  and 
Understanding  was  held  by  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Teague  of  Arkadelphia, 
Conference  Secretary  of  Youth 
Work. 


S.L.I.  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION  ELECTS 
OFFICERS 

The  S.L.I.  Wesley  Foundation 
elected  officers  for  the  Executive 
Council,  Thursday,  Apirl  12.  Jackie 
Phelps  of  Jennings  was  el  e  c  t  e  d 
president  for  the  1956-1957  session; 
Ada  Mae  Whittington  of  Hatha¬ 
way,  first  vice-president;  Dick 
Parish  of  Jonesville,  second  vice- 
president;  Sylvia  Faulk  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  secretary;  Phillip  Miller  of 
Iowa,  treasurer;  and  Jan  McCarley 
of  Vivian,  reporter. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Council  the  council  chose  as 
Committee  Chairmen:  Worship, 
Della  Temple  of  Jennings;  assistant 
in  music,  Rachael  Branton  of  La¬ 
fayette;  Food,  Beverly  Butaud  of 
New  Iberia;  assistants,  Barbara 
Linscombe  of  Gueydan  and  Effie 


“The  importance  of  youth  as  a 
source  in  extending  the  rule  of 
God  is  gaining  the  recognition  it 
deserves  in  the  thought  of  the 
Church.  The  General  Conference 
of  1952  wisely  instructed  t  he 
Church  ‘to  place  special  emphasis 
during  the  quadrennium  1952-56 
upon  developing,  improving  and 
extending  its  youth  program  and 
upon  reaching  increased  numbers 
of  youth  for  the  Christian  life  and 
membership  in  the  Church.’  N  o 
world  movement  in  modern  times 
has  come  to  power  without  captur¬ 
ing  and  utilizing  the  young  people. 
Often  the  forces  of  exploitation 
are  wiser  in  this  respect  that  the 
children  of  light. 

“Juvenile  delinquency  has  it  s 
origins  in  the  neglect  of  the  young. 
The  Church  has  been  retarded  in 
its  mission  because  it  has  surren¬ 
dered  too  often  the  young  to  other 
character-molding  agencies.  The 
cure  for  juvenile  delinquency  is 
basically  spiritual.  The  Church 
must  realize  that  it  is  both  the 
custodian  and  the  mediator  of  the 
four  experiences  which  young  peo¬ 
ple  seek:  the  experience  of  being 
loved,  the  sense  of  security,  the 
feeling  of  belonging  and  con¬ 
sciousness  of  importance. 

“T  h  e  gains  recorded  by  the 
Methodist  Church  in  its  work  with 
young  people  are  significant.  The 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  has 
stopped  the  losses  in  youth  mem¬ 
bership  and  reports  a  gain  of  more 
than  118,000  for  the  quadrennium. 
Through  the  Christian  Witness 
Mission  over  100,000  commitments 
to  Christ  were  secured  by  Metho¬ 
dist  youth.  Encouraging  also  is  the 
report  that  in  one  Lenten  reading 
project  young  people  purchased 
more  than  300,000  books  on  our 
faith  and  our  Church.  Most  signi¬ 
ficant  has  been  the  Church-spon¬ 
sored  conferences  for  youth  which 
recognized  t  h  ei  r  varied  interests. 
The  challenge  of  the  Church  to 
youth  has  become  more  realistic  al¬ 
so,  sensing  the  response  of  youth 
to  the  authority  of  truth,  t  h  e  ir 
eager  capacity  for  dynamic  loyalty 
and  their  insistence  upon  candor. 
The  young  have  amazed  this  age 
by  their  response  to  a  crusading 
challenge,  their  uncringing  facing 
of  the  rigors  of  the  good  life, 
their  lack  of  response  to  a  relig¬ 
ion  of  few  demands  and  to  a  life 
of  pampered  security.  Their  story 
is  a  bright  page  in  contemporary 
church  history.” — From  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Address.  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


Whittington  of  Hathaway;  World 
Christian  Community,  Ray  Byers  of 
Crowley;  assistant,  Carol  Ann 
Hoffpauir  of  New  Orleans;  Recre¬ 
ation,  Johnny  Denison  of  Iowa;  as¬ 
sistant,  Bill  Holloway  of  Shreve¬ 
port;  House  and  Grounds,  Wade 
Nolan  of  Gueydan;  Intramurals, 
James  Parish  of  Jonesville;  Evan¬ 
gelism,  June  Tillman  of  Franklin; 
Publications,  Jean  Duhon  of  La¬ 
fayette;  Publicity,  Mary  Julia  Cole 
of  Crowley;  and  Newsletter,  John 
Love  of  Lafayette. 

The  Installation  Service  for  the 
new  officers  was  held  April  19. — 
Reporter 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

CONTRASTS  IN 
YOUTH  RALLIES 

Youth  Night  at  the  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  attracted  literally 
thousands  of  Methodist  youth  from 
that  section  of  the  nation  around 
Minneapolis  as  well  as  the  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors  at  Methodism’s 
Quadrennial  Legislative  get-to¬ 
gether.  There  they  heard  national¬ 
ly-known  personalities  bear  wit¬ 
ness  to  Christian  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice  in  a  dramatic  presentation  of 
what  young  persons  are  doing  to¬ 
day  in  various  phases  of  life  and 
vocation. 

What  a  contrast  one  sees  in  the 
reports  that  have  come  from  the 
spring  rallies  for  youth  which  were 
held  in  the  towns  and  villages 
throughout  the  Soviet  Zone  of 
East  Germany.  The  East  German 
Communist  leaders  were  reported 
privately  to  have  voiced  disap¬ 
pointment  over  the  attendance  at 
these  “Atheistic  youth  dedication 
ceremonies.”  In  fact  the  word  was 
handed  down  to  party  functionaries 
and  Communist  youth  leaders  to 
get  on  the  ball  and  step  up  this 
propaganda  efforts  so  th  e  rallies 
yet  to  come  might  fare  better,  at¬ 
tendance-wise. 

Church  sources  in  Berlin  said 
that  less  than  five  per  cent  o  f 
qualified  young  people  had  reg¬ 
istered  for  the  ceremonies'  despite 
Communist  allurements  such  as  of¬ 
fers  of  gifts,  money,  and  special 
holidays.  In  fact,  Communist  of¬ 
ficials  in  an  effort  t  o  stimulate 
participation  have  ordered  that 
youngsters  who  had  not  undergone 
the  hitherto  obligatory  preparation 
be  permitted  to  take  part  in  the 
dedication  rites. 

The  youth  dedication  ceremonies 
are  held  when  youth  complete 
primary  school,  that  is  usually 
about  age  of  14.  They  are  the  athe¬ 
istic  counterpart  of  the  Christian 
confirmation  rites  and  first  Com¬ 
munion.  The  atheistic  ceremonies 
are  not  new  on  the  German  scene, 
however.  They  were  originated  by 
German  free  thinkers  decades  ago, 
and  were  revived  by  the  Commu¬ 
nists  to  wean  their  children  from 
religion. 

Naturally,  the  church  leaders  in 
Germany  have  forbidden  their  fol¬ 
lowers  to  participate  in  or  en¬ 
courage  the  ceremonies.  Commu¬ 
nist  leaders  attributed  the  failure 
of  the  recent  dedication  ceremon¬ 
ies  to  the  opposition  of  the  chur¬ 
ches. 

As  one  who  has  dropped  in  on 
a  few  Methodist  Youth  Rallies  here 
and  there,  I  am  convinced  of  the 
value  in  the  life  of  a  young  Chris¬ 
tian  of  his  getting  together  with 
others  of  like  mind.  From  reports 
across  the  state  and  nation,  ap¬ 
parently  Methodist  youth  like  the 
idea  and  attend  in  swarms  when¬ 
ever  the  call  goes  out.  I  trust  it  is 
not  a  form  of  sadism  on  my  part 
to  revel  in  the  failure  of  the 
Communist  to  secure  a  similar  re¬ 
sponse  from  the  Communist  youth 
in  the  Soviet  Zone,  even  as  I  re¬ 
joice  in  the  response  of  Methodist 
youth  to  an  invitation  to  a  cere¬ 
mony  which  centers  in  our  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  Dare  I  read  between  the 
lines  and  suggest  that  youth  will 
attend  what  they  find  to  their  in¬ 
terest,  and  we  should  be  thankful 


Methodist  Students 
Hold  Positions  of 
Leadership 

Again  this  year  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  a  t  Southwestern  Louisiana 
Institute,  Lafayette,  are  assuming 
positions  of  vital  campus  leader¬ 
ship  according  to  report.  John  Den¬ 
ison,  Iowa,  president  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  for  1955-1956,  was  elec¬ 
ted  president  of  the  Southwestern 
student  body  in  campus  elections 
on  May  2.  John  is  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Key  fraternity,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement. 

June  Tillman,  Franklin,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Women’s 
Student  Government  Association  in 
April,  and  recently  represented 
Southwestern  at  a  regional  W.S.G.- 
A.  convention  in  Hattiesburg,  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  In  addition,  June  has  been 
named  the  Outstanding  Member 
for  Delta  Theta  Sigma  sorority,  and 
received  the  Outstanding  Wesley¬ 
an  Award  at  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  Senior  Banquet  on  May  4.  She 
is  evangelism  chairman  on  the 
Wesley  Council. 

Karl  Cavanaugh,  Hornbeck,  has 
been  awarded  a  teaching  fellow¬ 
ship  in  speech  at  the  University 
of  Illinois  for  1956-1957.  Karl  has 
been  a  champion  debater  for  South¬ 
western  for  four  years. 

Honored  at  the  SLI  Spring  Con¬ 
vocation  for  maintaining  at  least  a 
2.2  academic  average  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  active  Wesley  Foundation 
students:  Marline  Calcote,  Bunkie; 
Karl  Cavanaugh,  Hornbeck;  Gor¬ 
don  Girod,  Lake  Charles;  James 
Hernandez,  Laf ayette;  Marilyn 
Hoff,  Covington;  Jerome  Long,  La¬ 
fayette;  Carl  Norton,  Jennings; 
Beth  Roberts,  Lafayette;  John  Den¬ 
ison,  Iowa;  Tesa  Van  Norman,  Lake 
Charles;  Jean  Duhon,  Lafayette; 
Sylvia  Faulk,  New  Orleans;  Har¬ 
riet  Hines,  Berwick;  Anne  Morgan, 
Lafayette;  Claudine  Morgan,  Crow¬ 
ley;  Dick  Parish,  Jonesville;  Della 
Temple,  Jennings;  June  Tillman, 
Franklin;  Ada  May  Whittington, 
Hathaway. 

Students  elected  to  Phi  Kappa 
Phi,  national  honor  fratefnity,  were 
Karl  Cavanaugh,  James  Hernan¬ 
dez,  Marilyn  Hoff,  and  Jerome 
Long. 

Elected  to  the  Vermilion  Honor 
Society  at  the  Convocation  was 
June  Tillman. 


in  the  church  that  we  have  a 
church  which  provides  such  op¬ 
portunities  in  which  youth  are  in¬ 
terested! 

Say,  did  your  church  send  a 
crowd  of  its  youth  t  o  that  last 
youth  rally? 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need7 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Phone  FR  5-8500 


!)  Finish  HIGH  ^HOOL  home) 

Complete  4  Yrs.V^7  in  12  Months 

Learn  Morel  Earn  More!  Enter  professional  or 
technical  schools.  Advance  Socially,  live  a  Hap¬ 
pier,  Fuller  Life.  Individual  Courses  or  complete 
schedule.  WRITE  FOR  SCHOOL  BULIITIN. 

ACADEMY  FOR  ADULTS  , 

30  W.  Washington  Dept.  Jd-246 

Chicago,  Illinois 
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We  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
who  have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
gifts  to  the  Home  during  the  month  of 
April,  1956. 

jir.  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Aurisch,  Smackover— 
candy 

Mrs.  Iris  Belcher,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
Hollywood  Varieties  Show 
Oak  Forest  Esso  Station,  Little  Rock — 
tickets  for  the  Hollywood  Varieties  Show 
Ross  Grant,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  the 
Hollywood  Varieties  Show 
Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administration 
Bldg.,  North  Little  Rock — candy 
Sheridan  Methodist  Church — quilt  by  W.  S.- 
C.S. 

Choctaw  Inc.,  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Co.,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  Pittsburg  Glass  Co.,  Little 
Rock,  Hollis  &  Co.,  Little  Rock,  Planters 
Lumber  Co.,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
Arkansas  Air  Show 

Magnet  Cove  Methodist  Church  W.S.C.S. — 
quilt,  clothing,  canned  goods  and  assort¬ 
ed  gifts 

Daniel  Variety  Store,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  the  Tommy  Scott  Hill  Billy  Opera 
Cordell’s,  Little  Rock — tickets  for  the  Tom¬ 
my  Scott  Hill  Billy  Opera 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Wheat,  North  Little 
Rock — glasses 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Granoff,  Little  Rock — assorted 
gifts  and  toys 

The  Friendly  Sunday  School  Class,  Win¬ 
field  Methodist  Church — birthday  gifts 
for  April 

CASH  DONATIONS 

Yancey  S.  S.  Class,  Marianna 

Methodist  Church  . $  10.00 

Mr.  R.  R.  Brown,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  200.00 

Gleaners  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Methodist  Church  10.00 

Marion  Methodist  Church  .  15.85 

North  Arkansas  Conference  .  229.15 

H.  F.  Buhler,  contributed  by  “Y” 

,  Young  Adult  Fellowship  .  200.00 

i  Cabot  W.  S.  C.  S .  10.00 

Austin  Station  Sunday  School, 

Methodist  Church  .  15.00 

Lexa-Tolefree  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  Vantrease  Meth.  Ch.  .  5.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Methodist  Ch .  5.00 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson,  Camden 

First  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

The  Esthers  Class,  Siloam 

Springs  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Brewster  Bible  Class, 

Wynne  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Mayme  Smith,  Paris,  Ark .  5.00 

1  Jett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Truth  Seekers  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Methodist  Church  10.00 
Service  Class,  El  Dorado  First 


New  Books 

The  Prophets  —  Pioneers 
To  Christianity 

Waller  G.  Williams 
Abingdon  Press,  $3.50 

THE  PROPHETS  —  PIONEERS 
TO  CHRISTIANITY,  by  Walter  G. 

| Williams,  published  May  7  by 
Abingdon  Press,  shows  the  im- 
[Portance  of  basic  religious  concepts 
ln  the  Old  Testament  for  an  under¬ 
standing  of  New  Testament  relig- 
lon>  and  traces  the  development  of 
these  concepts  from  crude  begin- 
Hings  to  nobility  of  expression  un¬ 
der  prophetic  leadership. 

The  result  of  many  years  of  re¬ 
search  and  contemplation,  this  book 
emphasizes  a  new  viewpoint  r  e  - 
garding  the  place  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  prophets  in  the  official 
structure  of  Hebrew  religion  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  view  that  they  lyere 
‘eligious  rebels  on  the  outside  of 
organized  religion.  Written  in  a 
clear,  readable  style,  the  book 
would  be  suitable  for  leadership 
raining  classes  in  the  church  as 
ell  as  for  ministers  and  seminary 


Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

The  Harmony  Class,  Little  Rock 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Little  Rock  Conference  .  380.47 

Frost  Bible  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Methodist  Church  10.00 
Methodist  Men's  Bible  Class, 

Nashville  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Ross, 

Cabot  Methodist  Church  .  4.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Ross, 

Cabot  Methodist  Church  .  10,00 

Colonel  T.  H.  Barton, 

El  Dorado  First  Meth.  Church  .  .  200.00 
Riggs  Family  Trust, 

First  Meth.  Church,  Little  Rock  ..  200.00 

A  Friend,  El  Dorado  .  200.00 

Young  Adult  Class,  Washington 
Ave.  Meth.  Church,  N.  Little  Rock  5.00 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  S.  S.  Class, 

Rector  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Moore,  Malvern,  Ark .  25.00 

Lenna  Webb,  Independence,  Kansas  15.00 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  J.  Foster, 

El  Dorado  First  Meth.  Church  .  10.00 

The  Friendly  S.  S.  Class, 

Heber  Springs  Methodist  Church  30.00 
Rose  Couples  Class, 

Camden  First  Methodist  Church  ...  20.00 
Builders  Class,  Little  Rock 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Irene  Hunt  S.  S.  Class, 

Ft.  Smith  St.  Paul’s  Meth.  Ch .  10.00 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Prairie  Grove  Methodist  Ch .  10.00 

Ozark  Methodist  Sunday  School  .  30.00 

Anonymous  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers, 

Little  Rock  First  Meth.  Church  ...  10.00 
Couples  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  40.00 

Lt.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Collins  Jr., 


Open  Door  Class, 

El  Dorado  Meth.  Ch.  (First)  . .  10.00 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Rogers  Central  Methodist  Ch .  10.00 

Conway-Perry  County  Sub-District  .  20.00 

Hanks-Wesley  Bible  Class 
Helena  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 


Blackwell-Vanguard  S.  S.  Class, 

First  Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro  25.00 
Wesley-Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado  8.00 


Truth  Seekers  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

Atkins  Methodist  Church  .  20.20 

Salem  Methodist  Church, 

Forrest  City  District  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Parks, 

Central  Ave.  Meth.  Ch.,  Batesville  10.00 

Men’s  Class,  Winfield  Meth.  Ch .  100.00 

Charlotte  Methodist  Church, 

Batesville  District  .  3.00 


Total  . $2,362.67 

Miscellaneous  collections  .  430.47 

Memorials  .  206.00 


Total  for  April,  1956 . $2,999.14 


Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 


students  and  interested  lay  read¬ 
ers. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  Part  One,  “Records  of  the 
Journey,”  considers  written  sources 
of  information,  and  also  the  groups 
in  society  who  were  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  making  writ- 
t  e  n  records.  Here  advantage  is 
taken  of  all  the  latest  discoveries 
of  archaeology  and  biblical  re¬ 
search,  including  the  Dead  Sea 
scrolls. 

Part  Two.  “The  Procession  of 
Majestic  Thinking,”  pictures  the 
in  the  books  attributed  to  the  pro¬ 
phets  lived  and  draws  upon  nearly 
all  the  Old  Testament  books  to  il¬ 
luminate  the  major  ideas,  since 
prophetic  religion  is  far  greater 
than  the  messages  contained  only 
in  the  books  attributed  to  the  pro¬ 
phets. 

Part  Three,  “Men  Who  Blazed 
the  Trail,”  is  the  biographical  and 
idealogical  treatment  of  five  major 
prophets -Amos,  Hosea,  Isaiah, 
Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel-who  made 
specific  and  distinctive  contribu¬ 
tions  to  religion.  The  author  writes 
in  the  Preface:  “It  is  my  great  de- 


THE 

LIVING 

WORD 

By  LUTHER  A.  WEIGLE 

Chairman  Standard  Bible  Committee, 
National  Council,  The  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  United  States  of  Amnrics 

No.  19 

As  applied  to  the  interchange  of 
thoughts  and  attitudes  in  conver¬ 
sation,  the  verb  “commune”  was  a 
colorless  term  in  the  sixteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  But  it  now  implies  an  inter¬ 
change  which  has  a  measure  of  in¬ 
timacy  and  a  high  level  of  artistic 
or  spiritual  content.  We  would  no 
longer  use  the  word  “commune”  to 
describe  ordinary  conversation  or 
talk  is  low  or  quarrelsome  or  ma¬ 
licious.  The  result  of  this  change  in 
English  usage  is  that  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  re¬ 
tains  the  word  in  only  two  out  of 
the  twenty-eight  instances  of  its 
use  by  the  King  James  Version. 

For  example,  where  the  Psalmist 
says  of  the  wicked:  “They  encour¬ 
age  themselves  in  an  evil  matter; 
they  commune  of  laying  snares  pri¬ 
vily”  (64.5),  the  present  version 
reads: 

“They  hold  fast  to  their  evil  pur¬ 
pose; 

they  talk  of  laying  snares 
secretly.” 

When  the  scribes  and  Pharisees 
were  angered  by  Jesus’  attitude 
toward  the  sabbath  (Luke  6.11),  it 
is  stated  that  “they  were  filled  with 
madness,  and  communed  with  one 
another  what  they  might  do  to 
Jesus.”  RSV  has  changed  this  to 
bead;  “they  were  filled  with  fury 
and  discussed  with  one  another 
what  they  might  do  to  Jesus.” 

The  account  in  the  King  James 
Version  of  Judas’  bargain  to  betray 
Jesus  reads  (Luke  22.3-6):  “Then 
entered  Satan  into  Jesus  surnamed 
Iscariot,  being  of  the  number  of 
the  twelve.  And  he  went  his  way, 
and  communed  with  the  chief 
priests  and  captains,  how  we  might 
betray  him  unto  them.  And  they 


sire  that  as  the  reader  becomes  a- 
ware  of  what  happened  in  the  lives 
of  the  prophets  a  s  they  became 
conscious  of  the  presence  of  God 
within  their  lives,  he  also  may 
seek  the  same  rich  fellowship  with 
God.  Men  in  every  age  need  artists 
in  religion,  those  who  can  envision 
the  eternal,  the  significant,  and  the 
infinite,  and  etch  these  visions  so 
graphically  that  lesser  men  might 
share  the  inspiration.  Such  were 
the  prophets  of  Israel,  and  such 
muit  be  the  religious  leader  in  the 
contemporary  world.” 


were  glad,  and  covenanted  to  give 
him  money.  And  he  promised,  and 
sought  opportunity  to  betray  him 
unto  them  in  the  absence  of  the 
multitude.”  It  is  curious  to  note  the 
high  terms  in  which  this  treason¬ 
able  transaction  is  described  —  Ju¬ 
das  “communed”  with  the  priests, 
they  “covenanted”  with  him,  he 
“promised”  them.  These  are  words 
of  honor;  they  do  not  fit  the  scene. 
The  Revised  Standard  Version  is 
more  faithful  to  the  Greek,  and 
better  describes  the  situation,  by 
using  more  objective  terms  —  Ju¬ 
das  “conferred”  with  the  priests, 
they  “engaged”  to  give  him  money, 
and  he  “agreed.” 

The  two  passages  where  the 
present  version  retains  the  word 
“commune”  are  Psalms  4.4  and  77.6 
both  of  which  are  concerned  with 
meditation. 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


ATLAS  METAL 
FOLDING  CHAIRS 


HOLESALE  PRICES 
ALL-STATE  SUPPLY.  IlfC. 

1401  w.  Capitol  Uttla  Rock,  Ark. 


THE  MOORES' 


CAFETERIA 

415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

VVe  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freer* 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

"In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district ” 


MAY  24,  1956 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Leason  baaed  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Leasona  for  Chriatian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Diviaion  of 
Chriatian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churchea  of  Chrlat  in  the  U.S.A. 


illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli^ 

LESSON  FOR  JUNE  3,  1956 
“CLAIMING  THE  CITIES  FOR  CHRIST” 

READ  THE  LESSON  FROM  YOUR  BIB^E:  Acts  16 
through  Acts  18:5-11. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “We  preach  Christ  crucified, 
a  stumbling-block  to  Jews  and  folly  to  Gentiles,  but  to 
those  who  are  called,  both  Jew  and  Greeks,  Christ  the 
power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God.  (1  Corinthians  1: 
23-24) 


We  come  to  the  fifth  lesson  in 
UNIT  X,  General  subject  NEW 
HORIZONS.  The  object  of  ^his  les¬ 
son,  as  stated  by  the  Adult  Student, 
is  “To  help  Adults  to  acquire  a 
world-embracing  vision.” 

With  the  exception  of  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  this  entire  quarter,  thus  far, 
has  been  given  to  a  study  of  The 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  In  last  Sun¬ 
day’s  lesson  we  were  told  of  how  the 
church  at  Antioch  set  apart  “Barna¬ 
bas  and  Saul  for  the  work  where- 
unto  I  (the  Holy  Spirit)  have  called 
them.”  Shortly  after  that  time  Paul, 
accompanied  by  Barnabas  and  John 
Mark,  started  on  his  first  mission¬ 
ary  journey. 

While  this  was  the  shortest  of 
the  three  missionary  journeys  Paul 
made,  it  was  fraught  with  hardships 
and  dangers.  A  group  of  men,  made 
up  of  the  enemies  of  Paul  from  the 
various  cities  he  had  visited,  finally 
caught  up  with  him  at  Lystra  and, 
with  unbridled  hatred,  stoned  him 
and  dragged  him  out  of  the  city 
where  they  left  him  for  dead.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  Record  tells  us  that  very 
shortly  afterwards  Paul  and  Barna¬ 
bas  revisited  the  very  cities  from 
which  these  enemies  came. 

In  the  period  intervening  between 
this  and  the  last  lesson,  we  have 
the  record  of  the  return  of  Paul 
and  Barnabas  from  their  first  mis¬ 
sionary  tour  to  Antioch  from  whence 
they  started.  Finding  a  controversy 
in  Antioch  over  the  question  of  the 
circumcision  of  the  Gentile  converts, 
Paul  and  Barnabas  went  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem  for  a  conference  with  the  apos¬ 
tles.  Judias  and  Silas  returned  with 
them  to  Antioch. 

A  short  time  after  their  return  to 
Antioch,  Paul  proposed  to  Barnabas 
that  they  visit  again  all  of  the  cities 
in  which  they  had  preached  on  the 
first  missionary  journey.  Barnabas 
agreed  to  the  proposal  but  wanted 
to  take  John  Mark  with  them  again. 
Paul  objected  because  Mark  had 
deserted  them  on  the  first  journey 
when  the  going  was  hard.  After 
some  dissension  between  Paul  and 
Barnabas  they  parted  company. 
Paul  selected  Silas  as  his  companion 
on  the  second  missionary  journey. 
Beginning  with  the  16th  chapter  of 
Acts,  we  come  to  that  portion  of 
the  book  that  might  more  appropri¬ 
ately  be  called  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  since,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  that  chapter  to  the  end 
of  the  book  no  further  mention  is 
made  of  any  of  the  original  twelve 
apostles. 

beginning  The  Second  Missionary 
Journey 

This  time  he  traveled  north  from 
Antioch.  At  Lystra,  where  Paul  was 
stoned  on  his  first  visit,  they  were 
joined  by  Timothy.  They  then 
passed  through  Galatia  and  Phrygia 
and  came  to  the  eastern  border  of 
Mysia.  At  that  point  Paul  planned 
to  turn  north  into  Bithynia.  All  of 
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these  towns  were  in  Asia  Minor. 
Our  lesson  text  tells  us,  however, 
that  they  were  “forbidden  (by  the 
Spirit)  to  preach  the  word  in  Asia.” 
Hence,  when  Paul  would  turn  north 
to  Bithynia,  the  lesson  text  says 
again,  “the  Spirit  suffered  them 
not.”  For  thjs  reason  they  turned 
westward  and  came  to  Troas  on  the 
shores  of  the  Agean  Sea. 

A  Vision  at  Troas  Leads  Paul 
To  Europe 

Having  been  forbidden  by  the 
Spirit  to  preach  in  Asia  and  prevent¬ 
ed  by  the  Spirit  from  traveling 
north,  Paul  must  have  been  in  a 
rather  confused  state  of  mind  re¬ 
garding  future  plans.  Then  one  night 
in  Troas  there  came  to  him  a  vision 
of  a  man  of  Macedonia  “saying, 
come  over  into  Macedonia  and  help 
us.”  There  are  scholars  who  think 
this  man  of  Macedonia  was  Luke, 
who  joined  the  party  about  this 
time.  Paul  accepted  this  call  as  a 
call  from  God  to  preach  the  gospel 
in  Europe.  His  sense  of  confusion 
and  frustration  was  gone  and  he 
“immediately  .  .  .  endeavored  to 
go  into  Macedonia.” 

With  his  companions  Paul  crossed 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Agean  Sea 
into  Macedonia,  a  voyage  of  possibly 
fifty  or  more  miles,  and  for  the  first 
time  carried  the  Christian  message 
into  Europe.  In  the  intervening 
verses,  between  the  lesson  text  in 
Acts  16  and  that  taken  from  Acts 
18,  we  have  the  record  of  the  whip¬ 
ping  of  Paul  and  Silas  in  Philippia 
and  their  imprisonment  there  and 
the  story  of  their  miraculous  deliv¬ 
ery  from  the  jail.  We  are  told,  also, 
of  the  ministry  of  Paul  in  Athens, 
a  great  center  of  learning,  where 
on  Mars’  Hill  he  preached  a  great 
sermon,  using  as  his  text  an  inscrip¬ 
tion  he  found  on  an  altar  there 
erected  “To  The  Unknown  God.” 

Rather  discouraged  with  the  re¬ 
sults  of  his  ministry  in  Athens,  Paul 
moved  on  to  Corinth  where  he  was 
joined  again  by  Silas  and  Timothy. 

Paul  Turns  To  The  Gentiles 

On  Paul’s  first  missionary  jour¬ 
ney,  we  remember,  he  had  said  to 
the  Jews  at  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  when 
they  refused  his  message,  “Lo,  I 
turn  to  the  Gentiles.”  However,  Paul 
did  not  hold  to  that  resolution  very 
closely  at  that  time.  On  this  second 
missionary  journey,  when  the  Jews 
at  Corinth  refused  his  testimony 
and  “opposed  and  reviled”  Paul,  he 
restated  his  former  declaration,  with 
something  of  a  tone  of  finality  when 
he  said,  “From  now  on  I  go  to  the 
Gentiles.”  Having  made  that  deci¬ 
sion,  Paul  left  the  home  of  Aquila 
and  Priscilla,  where  he  had  been 
staying,  and  went  to  the  home  of 
Titius  Justis  next  door  to  the  syna¬ 
gogue.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  first  convert  mentioned  after 
this  change  was  Crispus,  the  ruler 
of  the  synagogue  who  was  one  of 
the  few  people  Paul  himself  bap¬ 


tized.  —  1  Cor.  1:14.  Here  again  Paul 
had  a  vision  by  night  in  which  the 
Lord  encouraged  him  to  “speak 
without  fear.”  As  a  result  of  this 
vision  Paul  stayed  in  Corinth  eigh¬ 
teen  months,  preaching  and  teach¬ 
ing.  With  the  exception  of  Ephesus, 
this  was  the  longest  period  Paul 
spent  at  any  missionary  church.  We 
turn  now  from  the  interesting  inci¬ 
dents  of  the  lesson  text  to  some 
helpful  lessons  it  teaches. 

Divine  Guidance 

Our  lesson  teaches  the  fact  and 
the  importance  of  divine  guidance. 
While  Paul  was  one  of  the  most 
dynamic,  positive  characters  in  his¬ 
tory,  he  nevertheless  was  extremely 
sensitive  and  responsive  to  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Three 
times  in  this  brief  lesson  we  see  the 
course  of  his  life  changed  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  what  he  believed  to  be 
divine  guidance.  It  was  the  Spirit 
which  kept  him  from  preaching,  at 
this  time,  in  Asia;  it  was  the  Spirit 
which  kept  him  from  going  north 
into  Bithynia;  it  was  the  call  of 
God,  he  thought,  which  caused  him 
to  go  west  into  Europe. 

By  having  an  open  mind  toward 
God,  we  too  may  be  so  sensitive  to 
divine  guidance  that  our  frustra¬ 
tions  and  uncertainties  may  be 
changed  into  positive  action  which 
we  feel  to  be  in  accord  with  God’s 
will  for  us.  The  most  satisfying  and 
impelling  force  human  life  can 
know  is  a  consciousness  that  we 
live  and  work  in  accord  with  a 
plan  which  we  feel  God  has  for 
our  lives.  As  we  face  the  many 
pathways  that  open  out  'oefore  us 
every  day  and  see  the  many  hands 
that  beckon  us  into  conflicting 
courses  of  conduct  we  feel  our  in¬ 
sufficiency.  We  know  that  we  need 
divine  help  and  the  most  reassuring 
experience  we  may  have,  at  such  a 
time,  is  to  feel  that  a  Power  outside 
ourselves,  greater  and  infinitely 
wiser  than  ourselves  is  guiding  us. 

A  Look  At  Paul  The  Man 

This  lesson  gives  some  interesting 
insights  into  the  life  of  Paul  the 
man.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  Paul  was 
a  man  of  visions.  In  this  short  les¬ 
son  we  have  the  record  of  two  vi¬ 
sions,  each  of  which  changed  the 
course  of  his  life.  Let  us  remember 
that  Paul’s  ministry  began  with  an 
arresting,  revealing  vision  which 
came  to  him  as  he  journeyed  to 
Damascus.  Ther,p  was  also  the  vi¬ 
sion  of  Christ,  with  His  comforting 
words,  which  came  to  Paul  in  prison 
in  Jerusalem  as  he  awaited  his  trial 
there.  No  less  important  was  the 
vision  he  had  on  board  a  ship  in  the 
midst  of  a  blinding  storm  at  sea,  as 
he  journeyed  to  Rome. 

Paul  was  a  man  of  visions,  but 
let  no  one  think  of  him  as  visionary. 
Paul  was  a  man  of  visions  but  he 
was  also,  unquestionably,  a  man  of 
VISION.  Paul’s  power  to  interpret 
his  visions  in  terms  of  a  practical, 
positive  course  of  conduct  gave  him 
a  strength  which  human  life  unaid¬ 
ed  could  not  have. 

In  the  lesson  we  learn  that  Paul 
was  not  only  a  man  of  vision,  he 
was  a  man  of  ACTION.  When  Paul 
heard  the  Macedonian  call  he  “im¬ 
mediately”  sought  to  go  into  Mace¬ 
donia.  The  urgency  of  a  call  usually 
continues  to  be  felt  in  our  lives  in 
proportion  to  the  response  we  give 
it.  It  often  happens  that  urgent  im¬ 
pressions  and  impulses  that  would 
have  led  us  to  something  vitally 
worthwhile  have  lost  their  urgency 
and  ceased  to  move  us  because, 
through  hesitation  or  delay,  the  mat¬ 
ter  appears  to  us  to  lose  something 
of  its  importance. 

Two  History-Making  Decisions 

While  on  this  Second  Missionary 


Journey  Paul  made  two  decisions 
which  changed  the  course  of  world 
history. 

First,  as  a  result  of  the  vision  at 
Troas,  Paul  decided  to  go  west  into 
Europe  rather  than  to  continue  to 
preach  in  Asia  alone.  This  decision 
to  carry  the  gospel  to  the  center  of 
what  had  been  the  Grecian  Empire 
and  to  its  largest  cities  had  incalcul- 
able  results  toward  making  Chris- 
tianity  the  power  it  was,  soon  to  be¬ 
come  in  the  Roman  Empire.  While 
Rome  ruled  the  world,  politically 
Grecian  culture,  Grecian  scholarship 
and  Grecian  influences  were  felt 
throughout  the  Roman  world.  Hav¬ 
ing  turned  to  the  west,  Christianity 
was  soon  caught  in  the  current  of 
western  life  and  in  a  comparatively 
few  years  had  its  headquarters  in 
Rome,  the  capitol  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire,  instead  of  Jerusalem.  Hence 
it  was  that  Christianity  came  to  its 
power  in  the  western  world  rather 
than  in  Asia.  The  effects  of  Paul’s 
decision,  in  the  lesson,  to  go  west 
into  Europe  with  the  gospel  of 
Christ  instead  of  east  into  Asia,  have 
been  plainly  in  evidence  in  world 
history  throughout  the  Christian 
era. 

The  other  decision  Paul  made, 
while  on  this  second  missionary 
tour,  which  also  changed  world  his¬ 
tory,  was  his  decision  to  “turn  to 
the  Gentiles.”  Jew  that  he  was,  and 
believing  in  the  religious  mission  of 
his  people  as  he  did,  Paul’s  ministry, 
until  this  time,  had  heen  primarily 
with  the  Jews  and  carried  some¬ 
thing  of  a  Jewish  viewpoint.  It  was 
his  willingness  to  accommodate 
himself  and  his  message  to  a  Jewish 
viewpoint  that  caused  him  to  have 
Timothy  circumcised  when  he  join¬ 
ed  their  party. 

Nevertheless,  when  the  Jews  here 
so  pointedly  rejected  Paul’s  gospel, 
he  declared  emphatically  and  some¬ 
what  indignantly,  “From  now  on  I 
will  go  to  the  Gentiles.”  This  de¬ 
cision  changed  the  whole  basis  of 
Paul’s  ministry.  Until  this  time, 
when  a  Gentile  became  a  Christian 
it  was  necessary  fpr  him  to  conform 
somewhat  to  the  Jewish  viewpoint. 
After  Paul  made  this  decision,  the 
situation  was  reversed.  After  this, 
if  a  Jew  became  a  Christian  he  must 
accept  the  Chris^iafn  viewpoint.  By 
this  decision,  Paul  freed  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion  from  a  dwarfing,  juda- 
izing  influence  that  would  otherwise 
have  made  Christianity  provincial 
and  powerless  and  without  hope  of 
survival. 

Paul  Preached  in  Cities 

So  far  as  the  Record  goes,  Paul’s 
ministry  was  almost  entirely  in  cen¬ 
ters  of  population.  H^  would  have 
had  less  opposition  ahd  more  con¬ 
genial  cooperation  if  he  had  chosen 
to  spend  his  ministry  in  smaller 
towns  and  in  the  open  country. 
However,  because  Paul  knew  the  vi¬ 
tal  importance  of  planting  the  gos¬ 
pel  in  great  metropolitan  centers, 
he  gave  himself  to  that  form  of  ser¬ 
vice  although  it  was  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  type  of  ministry  he  could 
have  chosen. 

Having  voluntarily  chosen  f 0  r 
himself  this  difficult  task,  it  ^ 
little  wonder,  as  he  labored  ijj 
Corinth  one  of  the  most  wicked 
cities  of  the  day,  that  he  had  in  3 
vision  the  encouraging  words  fr0ia 
the  Lord:  “Be  not  afraid  but  spea 
.  .  .  for  I  am  with  thee  .  .  •  an 
no  man  shall  .  .  .  hurt  thee.”  When 
we  consider  the  measureless  reac  - 
es  of  eternity  we  know,  regardless 
of  what  happens  to  us  here,  tha 
no  permanent  harm  can  come 
one  who  faithfully  serves.  T 
worst  the  world  can  do  to  us  1 
only  a  temporary  hurt. 
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Batihtp  «ge 
District  Completes 
New  Parsonage 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  has 
recently  completed  a  new  District 
Parsonage  at  a  cost  of  $38,000.  It  is 
located  at  4044  South  Ramsey  Dr., 
|  in  the  Walnut  Hills  subdivision. 

The  nine-room  house  is  located 
Ion  a  lot  measuring  100  x  207  feet. 
The  house  contains  2850  feet  of 
floor  space,  in  addition  to  a  double 
carport  and  storage  facilities.  The 
exterior  is  brick  veneer,  with  St. 
Joe  brick  and  white  trim.  The  in¬ 
terior  includes  foyer,  living  room, 
separate  dining  room,  family  room, 
kitchen,  utility  room,  study,  three 
bedrooms,  and  two  and  one  half 
Ibaths. 

The  living  room  is  15x24  and  the 
[dining  room  is  12x15,  both  finished 
in  gray  green,  with  green  carpet. 
The  living  room  contains  a  wood- 
[burning  fireplace,  with  marble  in¬ 
sert  and  hearth.  Opposite  the  fire¬ 
place  is  a  16  foot  projecting  bay 
window  extending  to  the  floor.  The 
[family  room  is  15x27.  It  is  finished 
vith  cypress  paneling,  with  ex¬ 
posed  beams,  and  is  located  to  af¬ 
ford  an  open  view  to  the  rear  patio 
through  a  16-foot  span  of  windows 
that  extend  to  the  floor.  Other 
features  include  built-in  cabinets, 
cook  shelves,  and  television  recess. 
Extra  closet  space  makes  the  fami¬ 
ly  room  an  occasional  fourth  bed¬ 
room.  The  floor  is  cork  tile.  The 
kitchen  adjoins  the  family  room, 
four  small  serving  doors  above  the 
ptchen  range  open  inward  toward 
he  family  room  when  desired. 

I  The  kitchen  is  12-15  feet,  and 
overlooks  the  rear  yard  patio.  It 
contains  a  built-in  oven  and  range, 
aishwasher,  disposal  unit.  Cabinet 
[°Ps  are  cocoa  colored,  with  blend¬ 
es  cabinets,  against  pale  yellow 
r^s-  The  floor  for  the  kitchen 
pd  utility  room  is  vinyle  tile.  The 
utility  room  is  12-8  feet.  One  wall 
Is  given  to  cabinets,  with  adjusta¬ 
ble  shelving.  It  contains  a  broom 
,  °set,  and  outlets  for  all  electrical 
fPpliances.  Walls  are  pale  yellow, 
etching  the'  adjoining  kitchen. 
Ccess  to  the  carport  is  through 


INTENSIVE  EVANGEL¬ 
ISM  PROGRAM 
APPROVED  BY 
METHODISTS 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
Plans  for  “an  intensive  and  exten¬ 
sive”  program.,  of  evangelism  were 
approved  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  The  Methodist  Church  at 
Minneapolis. 

“We  believe  that  the  greatest  op¬ 
portunity  in  the  history  of  The 
Methodist  Church  lies  immediately 
before  us,”  an  adopted  report  de¬ 
clared. 

“The  United  States  of  America 
faces  an  era  o  f  unprecedented 
growth.  There  will  be  a  net  gain 
of  more  than  63  million  people  in 
this  country  in  the  next  20  years 
(more  than  3  million  a  year). 

“The  Christian  Church  must 
reach  these  people.  In  addition, 
there  are  already  more  unchurched 
people  in  this  country  —  nearly 
70  milliin  —  than  was  the  total 
population  in  1890.” 

The  denomination’s  board  of 
evangelism  was  called  upon  to 
assist  local  churches  in  motivating 
their  members  and  leading  them  in 
the  evangelistic  program.  This  pro¬ 
gram,  it  was  said,  would  “result  in 
thousands  of  new  churches,  an 
adequate  supply  of  new  ministers 
and  the  reaching  of  millions  of  un¬ 
churched  persons  for  Christ  and 
His  Church.” 


DEGREES  CONFERRED  AT  CENTENARY 


the  utility  room  and  a  covered  walk 
way. 

The  study  is  12-19  feet,  contains 
a  half  bath  and  large  storage  closet, 
and  has  an  outside  entrance  from 
the  driveway.  Adjustable  book 
shelves  cover  one  entire  wall. 
Louvered  cabinet  fronts  hide  filing 
cabinets  on  each  side  of  a  full 
length  window,  where  the  desk  will 
be  located.  Doors  give  access  to  the 
kitchen  and  dining  room.  The 
color  is  gray  green  and  the  floor 
is  cork  tile.'  Study,  utility  room, 
and  carport  form  a  west  wing. 

The  east  wing  contains  three 
bedrooms  and  two  baths.  The  mas¬ 
ter  bedroom  overlooks  the  rear 
yard  patio.  All  bedrooms  open  into 
a  hall,  which  runs  from  the  foyer 
(  Continued  on  page  9) 


M.  S.  DAY  SET  FOR 
JUNE  10 

Methodist  Student  Day  will  be 
observed  in  all  Methodist  churches 
of  Louisiana  on  Sunday,  June  10. 
Purpose  of  the  observance  is  to 
raise  funds  t  o  finance  National 
Methodist  scholarships  for  worthy 
students. 

Funds  raised  on  this  day  will  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  Methodist  Church  which,  in 
turn,  will  allocate  them  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  Methodist-supported  colleges. 

The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  College  and 
chairman  of  its  scholarship  com¬ 
mittee,  said  Centenary  has  been  re¬ 
ceiving  three  of  the  Na  t  i  o  n  a  1 
Methodist  scholarships  each  year. 
To  be  el i g  i  b  1  e  for  one  of  the 
scholarships,  a  student  must  be  in 
the  upper  15  per  cent  of  his  high 
school  class  with  a  “B”  average  and 
must  maintain  at  least  that  mini¬ 
mum  average  at  Centenary. 

The  scholarships  are  limited  to 
two  years,  except  in  special  cases, 
and  students  selected  t  o  receive 
them  must  have  been  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  church  for 
at  least  one  year  prior  to  receiving 
the  scholarship.  The  major  purpose 
of  the  program  is  to  stimulate  the 
development  of  Christian  leader¬ 
ship,  both  ministerial  and  lay. 

The  national  goal  this  year  is  to 
provide  3,000  more  such  scholar¬ 
ships  to  enable  young  people  to 
prepare  for  Christian  leadership, 
Mr.  Cooke  said.  Methodist  clergy¬ 
men  have  been  asked  to  enlist  the 
support  of  their  congregations  in 
the  effort. 

More  than  4,500  young  Metho¬ 
dists  already  have  been  assisted  in 
their  professional  training  by  the 
National  Methodists  scholars  h  i  p 
program,  and  many  of  these  now 
are  serving  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  he  said. 

A  letter  recently  received  by  Mr. 
Cooke  from  Mrs.  Betty  Turner 
Herlong  of  Bossier  City  testifies  to 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


New  Baton  Rouge  District  Parsonage 


. . . . I . sks 

'ill! 

* 

IP 


Two  Methodist  clergymen  and  a 
Methodist  lay  leader  were  among 
the  five  persons  who  received  hon¬ 
orary  degrees  from  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  at  the  131  commencement  ex¬ 
ercises  last  Sunday. 

The  ministers  are  the  Rev.  George 
W.  Pomeroy,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe,  and 
the  Rev.  Carl  Lueg,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles.  Both  received  the  honor¬ 
ary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz  of  Shreve¬ 
port’s  Temple  B’nai  Zion  also  re¬ 
ceived  the  honorary  DD  degree. 

The  Methodist  lay  leader  is  R.  E. 
“Bob”  Smith  of  Houston,  Tex.,  who 
has  served  as  chairman  of  the  board 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Houston,  chairman  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Houston’s  Future,  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston  and 
trustee  of  the  Baylor  Medical 
Foundation.  Smith  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  laws. 
This  honorary  degree  also  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Cecil  Morgan  of  New 
York,  former  Louisiana  legislator 
and  now  executive  assistant  to  Eu¬ 
gene  Holman,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Standard  Oil  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  Morgan  also  was  commence¬ 
ment  speaker. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  also  conferred  b  a  c  h  e- 
lor’s  degrees  on  the  163  members 
of  the  class  of  1956  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  Dean  Leroy  Vogel. 

The  day’s  activities  opened  with 
the  baccalaureate  service  at  9  a.  m. 
in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel.  Dr. 
Kenneth  I.  Brown,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Danforth  Foundation,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  delivered  the  baccala¬ 
ureate  sermon.  He  was  introduced 
by  Dr.  Mickle.  Dr.  Webb  D.  Pome¬ 
roy  led  the  opening  prayer,  and 
the  benediction  was  given  by  the 
Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Centenary. 

William  C.  Teague  served  as  or¬ 
ganist,  and  special  music  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Centenary  College 
Choir,  directed  by  A.  C.  Voran. 

A  student-faculty  art  exhibit  was 
held  from  3  to  5  p.m.  in  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  Building  in  conjunction 
with  the  reception  for  seniors  in 
the  graduating  class.  Members  of 
the  Student  Senate  served  as  hosts. 

At  the  commencement  ceremon¬ 
ies  in  the  evening,  the  Centenary 
band  played  the  processional  and 
recessional  under  direction  of  B.  P 
Causey.  The  choir  led  in  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  the  national  anthem,  and 
the  invocation  was  given  by  Dr. 
Virgil  D.  Morris,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  district  of  the 
Methodist  church,  R.  B.  Sullivan, 
president  of  the  Centenary  Alumni 
Assn.,  inducted  members  of  the 
graduating  class  into  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

The  benediction  was  given  by 
the  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  pastor  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church  of 
Ruston. 


THE 


FOR  PARENTS: 


BROADCASTER 

J.  Daniel  Barron 


The  preacher  poured  out  an  im¬ 
passioned  plea  for  us  to  relive  vi¬ 
tal  religious  experiences  of  our 
past  —  the  time  of  our  conversion, 
when  we  joined  the  church,  when 
we  were  ordained. 

He  told  of  his  emotions  during 
the  service  of  his  ordination,  and 
gave  us  the  idea  that  he  “would 
give  anything”  if  he  could  feel 
them  again. 

He  commended  Peter  for  wanting 
to  build  three  tabernacles  on  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration,  for,  said 
he,  it  was  Peter’s  attempt  to  pre¬ 
serve  “a  glorious  experience.” 

The  preacher  went,  on  to  ply  us 
with  questions.  “Don’t  you  long  to 
live  just  one  moment  of  that  day 
when  .  .  .  ?”  “Don’t  you  think  it 
would  make  all  the  difference  in 
the  world  to  you,  if  you  could  just 
feel  as  you  felt  when  .  .  .  ?” 

The  hotter  the  preacher  got  the 
colder  I  got  about  all  this  business 
of  recapturing  something  grand  in 
the  past  that  now  is  not  known  to 
us. 

The  reason  my  temperature  went 
down  while  the  preacher’s  went  up 
was  simply  that  I  have  no  sense 
whatever  of  having  lost  anything 
in  the  way  of  religious  experiences. 

From  my  childhood  on  till  this 
day  I  have  had  mountaintop  relig¬ 
ious  experiences.  They  grow  richer 
and  richer.  Weepers  over  states 
lost  in  the  past  are  incomprehensi¬ 
ble  to  me,  for  the  richest  religious 
experiences  of  the  past  are  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  ones  I  know  daily. 

Daily,  for  example,  I  have  a 
growing  sense  of  the  wonder  of  all 
things — God,  existence,  Christ,  na¬ 
ture  in  its  myriads  of  forms.  This 
overwhelming  sense  of  wonder 
more  and  more  absorbs  the  passing 
frets,  toils,  worries,  rebuffs,  prob¬ 
lems  like  the  oceans  absorb  the 
waters  of  rivers. 

And,  mind  you,  all  this  is  TO¬ 
DAY — not  something  that  slipped 
from  me  in  the  long,  long  ago. 
Moreover,  it  is  something  that  will 
be  more  powerful  TOMORROW. 

Therefore  let  us  not  poke  around 
in  the  attic  for  something  to  wear 
next  Easter.  Let  us  go  to  the  store 
for  those  garments — Penny’s,  Sears, 
Stein’s,  or  Nieman  Marcus. 


Senators  Urge  Religious 
Groups  Fight  Half  Billion-Dollar 
Pornography  Racket 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Por¬ 
nography  has  become  a  $500,000,000- 
a-year  racket,  the  Senate  Juvenile 
Delinquency  subcommittee  charged 
here  in  a  report  that  urged  religious 
organizations  to  join  with  civic  and 
service  groups  in  leading  a  fight 
against  the  traffic. 

The  report  called  for  stiffer  fed¬ 
eral,  state  and  local  laws  against 
“wanton,  depraved,  nauseating”  ma¬ 
terial  sold  by  modem  “smut  ped¬ 
dlers.” 

It  also  urged  parents  to  give  teen¬ 
agers  proper  sex  education  so  they 
will  not  “gain  the  wrong  impressions 
of  sexual  behavior  and  marriage  be¬ 
cause  pornography  is  the  only 
source  of  information  they  have.” 

In  its  71 -page  report,  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  headed  by  Sen.  Estes  Ke- 
fauver  (D.  Tenn.)  made  clear  that 
it  was  not  speaking  of  objectionable 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


The  Parent  And  Camping 


By  RUPERT  D.  COLES 


(The  editors  are  indebted  to  Rev. 
Rupert  D.  Coles ,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Mooringsport, 
for  three  articles  on  the  general 
subject  of  camping,  the  second  of 
which  is  published  at  this  time. 
The  editors  believe  that  these  dis¬ 
cussions  will  contribute  to  a  better 
understanding  and  appreciation  of 
the  place  of  camping  in  the 
church’s  program,  and,  most  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  development  o  f 
Christian  character  in  the  lives  of 
young  people. — Editors) 


FEW  parents '  are 
aware  of  the 
important  role 
which  they  play 
in  their  children’s 
camping.  Too  often 
parents  see  the  camp¬ 
ing  experience  as  one 
which  begins  the  moment  the 
child  reaches  camp  and  ends  the 
minute  the  week  is  ended.  This 
article  will  endeavor  to  show  that  a 
good  camping  experience  is  begun 
in  the  home  before  camp  and  never 
ceases. 

Parents  can  do  at  least  three 
things  which  will  help  make  camp 
an  occasion  for  great  spiritual 
growth  in  their  children.  First,  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  prepare 
the  youngster  to  enter  camp  with  a 
serious  and  expectant  attitude.  Far 
too  many  of  our  young  people  go 
to  camp  with  absolutely  no  purpose 
at  all.  They  are  there  just  for  a 
good  time.  Now  a  good  time  should 
and  will  be  had  by  all,  but  a  more 
worthwhile  time  might  be  had  if 
youngsters  went  to  camp  expecting 
something  more  than  a  good  time. 

The  camper  who  comes  just  for 
the  novelty  of  the  week  hardly  ever 
gets  into  the  swing  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Every  camp  has  its  table- 
tennis  and  horseshoe  friends,  those 
fellows  who  want  to  spend  all  their 
time  playing.  They  complain  about 
the  more  serious  aspects  of  the 
program.  The  truth  of  the  matter 
is  that  these  fellows  are  not  in 
search  of  a  valid  camping  exper¬ 
ience  when  they  come;  they  just 
want  to  play  for  a  week.  They  get 
nothing  from  the  camp  and  their 
presence  is  a  detriment  to  the  rest 
of  the  group.  A  little  pre-camp  gui¬ 
dance  on  the  part  of  the  parent  can 
do  a  great  deal  in  determining  the 
attitude  with  which  youngsters 
come  to  camp. 

Above  all  the  parent  should 
never  send  their  boys  and  girls  to 
camp  “just  to  get  them  out  of  the 
house  for  a  week.”  This  has  been 
done  more  than  once,  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  detriment  of  the  youth. 

Second,  parents  can  increase  the 
value  of  camp  by  allowing  the 
home  to  stay  in  the  background 
during  the  camping  week.  This  be¬ 
gins  with  the  parents’  adopting  the 
attitude  before  camp,  and  sharing 
it  with  their  youngsters,  that  the 


Coles 


week’s  absence  will  not  be  a  major 
crisis  in  the  life  of  that  family.  Too 
often  parents  seem  to  take  pride 
in  the  fact  that  their  children  get 
homesick.  One  director  tells  of  a 
mother  who  visited  her  boy  during 
the  middle  of  the  camping  week 
and  tried  to  entice  him  home  with 
a  fishing  trip  scheduled  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

A  few  youngsters  will  require 
some  adjustment  to  being  away 
from  home.  Some,,  even  among  the 
senior  group,  will  be  homesick. 
Mother  can  help  counteract  this  by 
a  letter  or  two  and  perhaps  a  box 
of  cookies  during  the  week.  She 
should  make  no  mention  of  hap¬ 
penings  at  home,  which  might  cre¬ 
ate  a  desire  in  the  camper’s  heart 
for  his  ‘own  little  bed’  and  the  at¬ 
tention  of  ole  dog  Shep.  It  might 
be  well  to  equip  the  youngster 
with  a  supply  of  postal  cards  and 
an  admonition  to  write  home  at 
least  once. 

One  mistake  the  parent  should  not 
make  is  to  bring  the  children  home 
because  of  their  homesickness.  This 
germless  malady  has  never  been 
fatal  yet,  and  his  coming  home  is 
indeed  a  defeat  in  the  child’s  find¬ 
ing  his  place  in  the  world. 

Third,  when  the  camper  returns 
home,  plans  should  be  made  to  as¬ 
sist  him  in  reliving  the  experience. 
He  will  be  full  of  news  about  his 
activities  at  camp  and  the  friends 
he  met.  Parents  must  be  willing 


to  listen  eagerly  to  all  their  chil¬ 
dren  wish  to  say.  Situations  which 
have  arisen  in  camp  (such  as  quar¬ 
rels,  dislike  of  certain  types  of  rec¬ 
reation,  a  feeling  of  rejection  by 
others,  etc.)  ma?  be  examined  by 
the  child  and  parent  together  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  child’s  ma¬ 
turity.  Such  crises  as  these  are 
clues  to  the  wise  parent  pf  weak¬ 
nesses  in  the  child’s  personality 
which  need  watching.  A  new¬ 
found  interest  in  the  Bible,  prayer, 
the  study  of  nature,  or  any  one  of 
a  number  of  items  which  campers 
encounter  may  well  be  developed 
in  the  home.  Time  patiently  spent 
by  the  parent  in  coming  to  know 
their  youngsters  better  is  a  good 
investment. 

Of  course  parents  can  be  guided 
in  counseling  their  youngsters  if 
they  have  some  idea  of  what  has 
transpired  in  camp.  It  is  at  this 
point  that  the  director  can  lend  a 
helping  hand.  A  form  letter  of  ex¬ 
planation  from  the  director  to  the  I 
parent,  briefly  desc  r  i  b  i  n  g  the 
camp’s  program  and  suggestions  fpr 
post-camp  parental  counseling,  wild 
go  a  long  way  in  assisting  parents 
in  their  task. 

These  are  just  a  few  suggestions 
as  to  how  parents  can  definitely 
add  to  the  worth  of  the  child  s 
camping  experience.  They  by  n0 
means  exhaust  the  subject,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  parents  will  investi¬ 
gate  more  thoroughly  this  all-in1' 
portant  matter. 
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BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  since 
1944,  will  be  presiding  at  his  13th 
round  of  regular  sessions  of  the  an¬ 
nual  conferences  since  his  conse¬ 
cration  a^  a  Methodist  Bishop 
Bishop  Martin  has  served  Metho¬ 
dism  in  many  responsibilities  out¬ 
side  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area, 
including  work  with  the  General 
Boards  of  Education  and  Temper¬ 
ance.  During  the  1956-60  quadren- 
nium  he  will  be  a  member  of  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance  which  supervises  the  benev¬ 
olent  and  administrative  giving  of 
Methodism.  He  will  also  serve  dur¬ 
ing  this  quadrennium  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  which  will  give  general  di¬ 
rection  to  the  higher  education  em¬ 
phasis,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference  Commission  to 
study  the  Jurisdictional  System  of 
Methodism. 


Rev.  T.  T.  McNeal,  host  District 
Superintendent,  is  completing  his 
first  year  as  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Arkadelphia  District 
He  is  a  former  Superintendent 
of  the  Methodist  Ch  i  1  d  r  e  n’s 
Home  of  Arkansas,  and  served  for 
six  years  as  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monticello  District. 
Pastorates  in  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  include  Star  City,  Dermott, 
Crossett,  Lakeside  in  Pine  Bluff. 


REV.  T>T.  McNEAL 


Little  Rock  Annual 
Conference  Program 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  5 
Pre-Conference  Meetings 
11:00  A.M.  Commission  on  Stewardship 
12:00  M.  Town  and  Country  Commission 
2:00  "P.M.  Board  of  Education 
2:00  P.M.  Board  of  Temperance 
2:00  P.M.  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
2:30  P.M.  Board  of  Christian  Literature 
3:00  P.M.  Board  of  Missions 
3:00  P.M.  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 
4:00  P.M.  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
4:00  P.M.  Board  of  World  Peace 
4:00  P.M.  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
4:30  P.M.  Commission  on  Christian  Vocations 
5:00  P.M.  Radio  and  Film  Commission 

6:00  P.M.  Board  of  Evangelism  Dinner,  Pullman  Heights  Church 
7:30  P.M.  Youth  Emphasis,  Message  by  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Holmes 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  6 
Morning 

9:30  Conference  Convenes  for  Organization  and  Preliminary  Business 
9:45  Conference  Nominations 
10:05  Report  of  District  Superintendents 
10:30  Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
10:35  Report  No.  1  Board  of  Education 
11:00  Recess 

11:15  Service  of  Commemoration,  Message  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule 
Followed  by  Holy  Communion 
12:30  Session  Adjourns 

Afternoon  and  Evening 

2:30  Old  Boards  Meet: 

2:30  Board  of  Trustees  Camp  Tanako 
2:30  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
2:30  Board  of  Ministerial  Training. 

2:30  Commission  on  Minimum  Salary 

2:30  Commission  on  World  Service  and  Finance 

2:30  Committee  on  District  Conference  Journals 

2:30  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 

2:30  Board  of  Missions 

2:30  Board  of  Evangelism 

2:30  Board  of  Education 

4:00  Organization  of  New  Boards,  Commissions  and  Committees,  except:  Advance 
Committee,  Trustees  Camp  Tanako,  Radio  and  Film  Commission,  Town  and 
Country  Commission,  Historical  Society,  Board  of  World  Peace,  and  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations.  (See  Thursday  afternoon.) 

6:00  Dinner  Meeting  Advance  Committee,  Oaklawn  Church 

7:30  Preaching  Service,  Sermon  . Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 

Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway,  presiding 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  7 
Morning 

.8:30  Devotional  . . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

9:00  Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Minutes 
9:05  General  Conference  Legislation,  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton 
9:35  Report  No.  1  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 
9:50  Report  of  Board  of  Missions,  and 

Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
10:20  Recess 

10:35  Report  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 
11:15  Report  of  Town  and  Country  Commission 
11:45  Report  of  Commission  on  Christian  Vocations 
12:00  Report  of  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
12:30  Session  Adjourns 

Afternoon  and  Evening 

2:30  Meeting  of  following  Boards,  Commissions  and  Committees  excepted  on  Wednes¬ 
day: 

2:30  Trustees  Camp  Tanako 
2:30  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
2:30  Town  and  Country  Commission 
2:30  Historical  Society 
2:30  Board  of  World  Peace 

2:30  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
4:30  Film  in  Ladies  Parlor:  “Far  from  Alone” 

7:30  Preaching  Service,  Sermon  . Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 

Rev.  A.  J.  Christie,  presiding 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  8 
Morning 

8:30  Devotional  . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

9:00  Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Minutes 
9:05  Report  No.  2  and  No.  3  Board  of  Education 
9:25  Report  of  Board  of  Conference  Relations 
9:45  Report  of  Board  of  Evangelism 
10:10  Report  of  Trustees  Camp  Tanako 
10:25  Recess 

10:40  Report  of  Board  of  Lay  Activities 
11:05  Report  of  Board  of  Temperance 
11:30  The  New  Quadrennium 
12:30  Session  Adjourns 

Afternoon  and  Evening 

12:45  Lay  Activities  Luncheon,  at  Grand  Avenue  Church 
2:30  Conference  Session 

2:30  Proposed  Membership  in  State  Council  of  Churches 
2:50  Report  of  Board  of  World  Peace 
3:10  Report  of  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
3:20  Report  of  Board  of  Christian  Literature 

3:30  Report  of  Arkansas  Methodist  Commission,  and  Report  of  Methodist  Information 

4:00  Report  of  Methodist  Headquarters  Committee 

4:15  Report  of  Insurance  Committee 

4:30  Session  Adjourns 

4:30  Film  in  Ladies  Parlor 

4:00  Tea  for  women  of  the  Conference  at  the  parsonage 
6:00  All  College  Banquet,  Willow  Room  Phillips  Drive  In 

7:30  Preaching  Service,  Sermon  . Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  presiding 
Ordination  of  Deacons  and  Elders 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  9 
Morning 

8:30  Devotional . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

9:00  Report  of  Committee  on  Conference  Minutes 
9:05  Report  of  Commission  on  World  Service  and  Finance 
9:25  Report  of  Conference  Treasurer 
9:35  Report  of  Conference  Statistician 
9:45  Report  of  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
10:05  Report  of  Conference  Trustees 
10:15  Report  of  Committee  on  Minimum  Salary 
10:30  Recess 

10:45  Dr.  M.  Lafayette  Harris,  President  Philander  Smith  College 
10:55  Report  of  Western  Methodist  Assembly 
11:05  Report  of  Advance  Committee 
11:20  Report  of  Historical  Society 

11:30  Report  of  Committee  on  District  Conference  Journals 
11:40  Report  No.  2  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 
11:55  Report  of  Committee  on  Stewardship 
12:00  Session  Adjourns 

Afternoon  and  Evening 

1:00  Ministers  Wives  Luncheon,  Willow  Room,  Phillips  Drive  In 

7:30  Preaching  Service,  Sermon  . Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor 

Rev.  Harry  S.  Weed,  presiding 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  10 
Morning 

9:30  Love  Feast,  led  by . Rev.  S.  B.  Mann 

10:45  Morning  Worship,  Sermon  . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

12:15  Reading  the  Appointments . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

Appointments  Broadcast  over  KLRA. 


DR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR 


Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Little  Rock 
Conference  Preacher  for  1  9  5  6,  is 
completing  his  fourth  year  as  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District.  Just  prior  to  his  present 
appointment,  he  served  as  pastor 
of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  for  seven 
years.  In  addition  he  has  served 
several  other  pastorates  in  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  and  one  year  as 
associate  pastor  at  Conway,  Ark. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  School  of  Theology, 
So  u  t  h  e  r  n  Methodist  University, 
and  Centenary  College  has  confer¬ 
red  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  Degree. 


Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway  host  pastor, 
is  serving  in  his  second  year  as 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Hot  Springs.  During  the 
period  1948-1954  he  was  District 
Superintendent.,  of  the  Hope  Dis¬ 
trict.  Rev.  Mr.  Galloway  has  served 
several  other  pastorates  in  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Conference  including  Pu¬ 
laski  Heights,  Little  Rock,  and  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Warren. 
During  his  Hot  Springs  pastorate, 
the  church’s  program  has  been 
strengthened,  and  extensive  i  m- 
provements  have  been  made  to  the 
church,  including  the  adding  of  two 
buildings  east  of  the  main  church 
plant,  and  a  i  r  conditioning  the 
sanctuary. 

REV.  E.  D.  GALLOWAY 
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Editorial 


THE  WAY  UP 


Chas  A.  Wells 


Completing  twelve  years 

BISHOP  Paul  E.  Martin  is  completing  his  third  quadrennium 
as  head  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  During  this  week  he 
is  beginning  the  thirteenth  round  of  presiding  at  the  sessions 
of  the  Area’s  three  annual  conferences.  As  he  completes  this  quad¬ 
rennium  and  holds  these  three  annual  conferences  we  know  that 
the  Methodists  of  this  Area  would  want  us  to  express  this  word  of 
appreciation  and  commendation  to  him  and  his  gracious  compan¬ 
ion,  Mrs.  Martin. 

Bishop  Martin  had  a  highly  successful  ministry  as  a  pastor  and 
district  superintendent  before  coming  to  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area.  But  as  successful  as  that  ministry  was,  we  believe  that  his 
most  effective  years  have  been  spent  among  us,  and  for  this  we 
are  sincerely  grateful.  During  these  12  years  substantial  growth  in 
membership  and  program  has  been  recorded,  the  institutional  life 
of  the  church  has  been  strengthened,  and  the  general  influence 
of  the  church  on  society  has  been  increased.  Bishop  Martin  has 
been  instrumental  through  his  leadership  in  bringing  all  this  to 
pass.  The  Area  has  been  honored  again  and  again  as  its  head  has 
been  called  to  give  leadership  in  the  greater  connectional  aspects 
of  Methodism  through  its  general  boards  and  agencies,  and  Bishop 
Martin’s  contributions  there  have  been  coveted. 

But  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  been  at  their  best  and  have  en¬ 
deared  themselves  the  most  as  they  have  so  closely  indentified 
themselves  with  local  church  leaders  during  these  12  years. 
Thoughtful,  considerate,  sincerely  interested,  they  have  traveled 
the  Area  from  one  end  to  the  other  until  there  is  scarcely  a  charge 
in  which  they  are  not  known  and  loved. 

The  Area’s  three  conferences  will  have  memorials  before  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  June  petitioning  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Martin’s  return  for  the  next  quadrennium.  This  is  evidence  of  the 
Area’s  appreciation.  May  God  continue  to  strengthen  their  ministry 
among  us.  The  Area  looks  forward  to  the  new  quadrennium  under 
their  leadership. 

*Why  International  Relationships  So  ‘Difficult 

FOR  years  on  end  now  the  world  has  been  plagued  with  what, 
for  a  better  name,  we  call  a  “cold  war,”  in  which  there  has 
been  little  improvement.  Never  since  the  development  of  mod¬ 
ern  nations  have  international  relationships  been  so  difficult.  We 
need  not  look  too  far  for  the  cause. 

It  would  be  hard  to  have  a  feeling  of  neighbbrliness  and 
friendliness  for  the  family  next  door  if,  over  a  period  of  time  you 
come  to  know  that  you  cannot  trust  their  word.  A  sense  of  security 
in  our  relationship  to  such  a  family  is  gone  when  we  feel  it  lacks 
integrity,  honor,  truthfulness. 

Neighborhood  problems  of  this  nature  are  raised  in  stature  to 
the  Nth  degree  when  they  apply  to  international  relationships. 
When  a  powerful  nation  so  conducts  itself  as  that  its  word  is 
worthless,  whatever  its  real  intentions  may  be,  it  becomes  a  dis¬ 
turbing,  fearsome,  influence  in  the  world’s  life.  Communism  poses 
that  difficulty  today. 

SKouse  Dotes  Study  Of  traffic  Occidents 

A  measure  has  been  passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Washington  which  permits  the  House  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce  Committee  to  make  an  investigation  of 
highway  accidents. 

The  purpose  of  this  investigation  is  to  discover,  if  possible, 
the  contributing  cause  for  the  unprecedented  number  of  deaths 
and  crippling  accidents  on  the  highways.  This  investigation  will 
try  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  excessive  speed,  intoxication, 
poor  highway  conditions  and  other  factors  are  responsible  for 
these  numerous  accidents. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  liquor  traffic  is  quite  disturbed 
over  the  prospect  of  such  a  governmental  investigation.  Immediate¬ 
ly  following  this  action  by  Congress  Clinton  M.  Hester,  the  Wash¬ 
ington  lobbyist  for  the  U.  S.  Brewers  Foundation  declared  that 
dry  propagandists  might  now  be  expected  to  have  another  field 


day.  The  Brewers  Bulletin,  in  its  first  issue  after  the  House  action, 
predicted  that  the  investigation  would  be  used  “to  attemphto  place 
the  blame  on  alcoholic  beverages.” 


We  have  here,  in  action,  the  old  proverb,  “Guilty  Conscience 
Needs  No  Accuser.”  The  liquor  forces  know  as  well  as  anybody 
that  driving  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  drinks  is  a  pri¬ 
mary  factor  and  often  the  primary  cause  of  traffic  accidents,  fatal 
and  otherwise.  Conservative  estimates  of  unbiased  studies  of  our 
traffic  situation  blame  intoxicants  for  one  out  of  four  traffic 
accidents.  Some  state  surveys  blame  liquor  for  one  of  every  two 
such  accidents. 

This  study  by  a  government  agency  is  long  overdue.  It  is  past 
time  for  some  unprejudiced,  authoritative  voice  to  speak  out  on 
the  cause  of  highway  accidents  and  put  an  effective  curb  on  those 
agencies  that  are  to  blame  wherever  or  whatever  the  causes  may 
be. 

After  all  of  the  favors  government  has  extended  to  the  liquor 
traffic,  it  seems  a  little  out  of  caste  for  liquor  to  question  the  mo¬ 
tives  and  abjectives  of  this  governmental  action  before  it  even 
begins.  It  sounds  like  a  defense  mechanism  attempting  to  cushion 
the  shock  such  a  report  might  give. 

If,  as  a  result  of  this  action,  Congress  does  make  an  unpreju¬ 
diced  investigation  of  highway  accidents  and  does  tell  the  unvarn¬ 
ished  truth  about  what  it  finds,  it  will  likely  be  the  most  damning 
indictment  of  liquor  we  have  had  in  a  generation. 

Uisitation  Diplomacy 

MEANS  of  strategy  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  world  come  and 
go.  Just  now  the  vogue  seems  to  be  visitation  diplomacy. 
Leaders  of  ’the  dominant  world  powers  are  presently  en¬ 
gaged  in  receiving  and  extending  invitations  to  each  other  for 
visits.  The  general  id^a  seems  to  be  that  as  long  as  the  glad  hand  is 
extended  across  and  through  curtain  barriers,  confidence  and  un¬ 
derstanding  between  nations  will  be  increased. 

This  visitation  diplomacy  has  not  been  confined  to  political 
and  military  leaders.  An  outstanding  example  of  this  strategy  is 
seen  in  the  recent  visit  of  American  clergymen  to  Russia  and  the 
forthcoming  visit  by  representative  Russian  religious  leaders  to 
this  country.  Several  Russian  Baptist  leaders  are  in  the  United 
States  now.  Leaders  in  other  fields  such  as  education,  industry  and 
the  arts  have  also  exchanged  visits. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  some  people  will  view  with  suspicion 
such  exchanges,  and  we  must  not  conclude  that  everything  is  all 
right  because  exchange  of  visits  is  possible.  However,  we  feel  that 
such  visits  will  help  to  cleaf  away  misunderstandings  and  preju¬ 
dice,  with  the  net  result  that  the  peoples  of  the  world  will  come 
into  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  world  community  of  which  we 
are  now  a  part. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Houma  First 
Church  In 
New  Building 

Staff  Article 


METHODISTS  of  First  Church,  Houma, 
opened  for  use  for  the  first  time  on 
Easter  Sunday  a  complete  $400,000 
church  plant  which  climaxed  a  building 
program  which  has  extended  over  a  period  of 
more  than  four  years.  The  impressive  stone, 
brick,  concrete  and  steel  structure,  a  blend  of 
Colonial  and  Georgian  architecture,  replaced  a 
former  structure  which  had  served  the  Houma 
congregation  for  many  years.  The  new  plant 
houses  the  entire  program  for  First  Church, 
Houma,  and  includes  the  sanctuary,  educational 
space  and  church  offices,  as  well  as  fellowship 
and  recreational  areas  and  kitchen.  The  entire 
building  is  air  conditioned. 

Reported  to  be  the  largest  single  project 
ever  undertaken  by  a  Methodist  congregation  in 
Louisiana,  a  visitor  is  first  impressed  by  the 
front  entrance  where  massive  tall  white  columns 
rise  the  height  of  the  sanctuary;  on  the  steeple 
is  a  cross  105  feet  above  the  ground.  One  can 
easily  understand  why  the  church  has  already 
been  named  the  '“Cathedral  on  the  Bayou”  as 
one  enters  the  sanctuary  where  a  cathedral  at¬ 
mosphere  prevails.  Four  hundred  and  sixty-two 
worshipers  can  be  accommodated  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  any  overflow  congregation  can  be  seat¬ 
ed  in  the  fellowship  hall  where  services  can  be 
heard  over  a  public  address  system.  The  sanc¬ 
tuary  features  24  foot  high  lancet  typ6  windows 
of  stained  glass  of  a  modernistic  geometric  de¬ 
sign. 

An  11-foot  high  cross  is  the  focal  point  of 
worship  in  the  divided  chancel  arrangement 
which  is'  slightly  elevated  from  the  pew  section. 
The  cross  is  immediately  below  a  large  round, 
stained  glass  window  which  depicts  Christ  in 
prayer.  Below  the  cross  is  an  altar  of  Italian 
marble.  A  rose-colored  metallic  cloth  is  suspend¬ 
ed  from  the  high  window  to  the  floor  level. 

The  educational  facilities,  located  immediate¬ 
ly  behind  the  sanctuary,  have  been  constructed 
to  accommodate  450  students  and  are  arranged 
by  the  various  divisions  of  the  church  school. 
This  section  of  the  church  plant  is  on  two  floors. 
Also,  this  area  has  the  church  offices  and  the 
pastor’s  office.  A  wing  that  extends  out  from 
the  building  makes  provision  for  the  fellowship 
hall  which  can  handle  groups  up  to  300  for 
dinners,  receptions,  dramas,  and  other  meetings. 
The  area  can  also  be  adapted  for  recreational 
purposes.  The  church  and  the  fellowship  hall 
are  joined  by  an  arcade  which  consists  of  six 
arches,  behind  which  are  three  children  division 
classrooms.  Another  unusual  feature  of  the  tow¬ 
er  is  a  third  story  room  which  is  the  pastor’s 
study.  The  kitchen  in  the  fellowship  hall  area 
is  completely  furnished  with  such  items  as  a 
dishwasher,  a  ten  burner  stove,  steam  table, 
15-foot  refrigerator,  and  180-gallon  water  heater. 

The  contract  for  the  building  was  let  in 
October,  1954  to  the  John  C.  Corbin  Contractor, 
Incorporated,  company.  Architect  for  the  build¬ 
ing  program  has  been  J.  Murrell  Bennett  of 
Dallas. 

Many  substantial  gifts  have  gone  into  mak¬ 
ing  this  building  program  one  of  the  outstanding 
plants  in  Louisiana  Methodism.  Included  among 
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Mass/Ve  columns  at  entrance  to  new  $400,- 
000  plant  at  Houma.  A  statue  of  Christ  "Come 
Unto  Me"  is  above  the  main  entrance. 

the  donors  are  Potter  Iron  Works,  Dallas,  the 
brass  and  aluminum  cross  in  the  sanctuary;  Mrs. 
C.  R.  Patterson,  Sr.,  and  the  late  Mr.  Patterson, 
who  donated  the  tower,  the  copper  steeple  the 
fellowship  hall;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Augustat 
who  gave  the  air-conditioning  and  the  sanctuary 
balcony;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Cancienne,  who 
donated  the  chancel;  attd  Mrs.  Wade  Scott  who 
provided  the  chimes. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  installation  of 
the  pipe  organ  at  a  later  date.  Lights  for  the 
church  were  especially  designed  by  the  architect, 
and  are  suspended  in  the  sanctuary  in  clusters, 
providing  both  direct  and  indirect  light. 

The  building  has  been  erected  on  a  plot  of 
ground  245  by  255  feet  purchased  in  1952  by  a 
committee  headed  by  the  late  C.  R.  Patterson, 
Sr. 

Rev.  Mr.  Nader  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Houma  congregation  since  1951. 

Present  for  the  formal  opening  on  Easter 
Sunday  were  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Rev.  R.  R. 
Branton,  Lafayette  District  Superintendent;  and 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent.  On  the  weekday  nights  follow¬ 
ing  Easter  Sunday,  special  services  were  held  at 
the  church  at  which  time  other  Houma  ministers 
were  guest  preachers.  Also,  Dr.  A.  S.  Hurley, 
New  Orleans,  former  Houma  pastor,  preached 
to  the  congregation  and  visitors. 


Bishop  Martin,  who  led  in  services  formally  opening  new  Houma 
church  is  seen  here  with  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  left,  Lafayette  District 
Superintendent,  and  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Houma,  First  Church,  pastor. 


Survey  Reports  On 
Mission  Minister 


New  York  (NC)  —  The  average  home  mission 
minister  does  not  bear  out  the  old  stereotype  of 
the  “forgotten  man,”  less  well  trained  than  the 
usual  pastor,  and  holding  down  a  small  job  in 
some  obscure  mission,  a  survey  report  disclosed. 

Rather,  he  parallels  his  clerical  brethren  in 
training,  experience  and  responsibilities.  Like 
them,  he  is  a  full-time  pastor,  functioning  not 
only  among  the  city  poor,  as  so  commonly 
thought,  but  primarily  in  new  city  or  small  rural 
churches. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  both  seminary  and  col¬ 
lege,  is  between  30  and  40  years  old,  married 
and  supports  a  family  of  from  two  to  four  per¬ 
sons. 

His  wife,  with  her  talent  for  budget-balan¬ 
cing  and  her  ability  to  carry  great  parish  res¬ 
ponsibility  on  a  volunteer  basis,  is  a  real  help¬ 
mate. 

A  full-scale  picture  of  the  home  mission 
minister  emerges  from  the  report  presented  to 
the  Executive  Board  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Home  Missions.  The  re¬ 
port  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  Philip  M.  Widen- 
house,  chairman  of  the  Division  committee  which 
authorized  the  study. 

The  mission  minister  has  the  same  trouble 
making  both  ends  meet  as  other  ministers.  Sixty- 
two  per  cent  of  those  queried  said  they  find 
their  salaries  inadequate  and  “below  the  income 
level  of  other  persons  in  their  community  with 
similar  training  and  experience.”  The  average 
is  between  $3,000  and  $4,000  a  year. 

Unlike  the  average  American  minister,  how¬ 
ever,  the  home  mission  minister  believes  his 
job  has  little  community  prestige.  He  rated  his 
job  as  fifth  in  a  list  of  seven,  with  only  school 
teachers  and  store  owners  ranking  lower.  He 
placed  ministers  of  self-supporting  churches 
third.  Physicians  he  rated  first  and  bankers  sec¬ 
ond. 

The  48-page  study,  the  first  ever  made  of 
the  economic  support  of  the  home  missions  min¬ 
ister,  covers  data  on  819  home  missions  ministers 
supplied  to  the  National  Council’s  Bureau  of 
Research  and  Survey  by  14  major  Protestant 
denominational  boards,  plus  the  responses  of 
348  ministers  from  the  same  group,  answering 
a  direct  questionnaire.  It  covers  only  ministers 
living  in  12  North  Central  states. 

For  purposes  of  study,  the  organization  de¬ 
fined  the  home  missions  minister  as  “an  ordained 
clergyman  who  is  serving  in  a  home  mission 
enterprise  ....  and  receives  all  or  part  of  his 
salary  from  a  denominational  board  or  church 
agency  rather  than  the  church  or  institution  he 
is  serving.” 

For  instance,  ministers  working  with  non¬ 
white  or  ‘national’  groups  actually  get  about  the 
same  salaries  as  those  working  with  white  Cau¬ 
casians. 

And  few  ministers  in  either  rural  or  urban 
home  missions  jobs  get  any  substantial  form  of 
income  other  than  their  salaries.  The  majority 
reporting  outside  “gifts”  said  they  average  only 
about  $200  per  year. 

The  study  does,  however,  substantiate  the 
generally  held  theory  that  ministers  working  in 
rural  areas  get  lower  salaries.  The  minister  of 
the  new  church  (usually  located  in  urban  areas) 
reports  a  salary  averaging  $300  more  per  year 
than  his  rural  colleagues.  One  of  the  latters’ 
greatest  dissatisfactions  is  the  fact  that  he  often 
must  spend  from  $400  to  $1,000  a  year  of  his 
own  money  for  car  expenses  on  the  job. 

But  the  home  missions  minister’s  biggest 
problem  would  seem  to  be  his  feeling  of  separa¬ 
tion  from  colleagues  in  more  traditional  types 
of  clerical  service. 

He  finds  his  work  “interesting”  but  some¬ 
times  “frustrating.”  " 

He  feels  that  his  position  is  generally  mis¬ 
understood  both  by  his  ministerial  brethren  and 
by  the  general  public. 

“The  respectability  of  the  job  needs  eleva¬ 
tion,”  said  one  minister  in  a  typical  response. 

“As  long  as  ecclesiastical  habit  and  view¬ 
points  regard  home  mission  ‘success’  only  in 
terms  of  financial  ‘soundness’  and  numerical 
growth,  the  term  ‘home  mission’  is  not  being 
used  in  a  Christian  sense,”  said  another. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


Loose  Ends 


Let  us  suppose  I  own  a  sailboat.  I  do  not  possess  one,  but  it  is  a 
pleasant  thought  to  ponder.  I  go  down  to  the  shore  to  take  it  out  for  a  sail. 
A  sailor  at  the  little  harbor  where  it  is  kept  comes  up  to  me  and  says: 
‘Your  tackle  hangs  loose;  it  cannot  hold  the  mast  firm  in  its  place  or 
—  -  keep  the  sail  spread  out.”  I  would  at  once  look  to  the 

loose  ends  of  my  sailing  equipment. 

Centuries  ago  the  great  prophet  Isaiah  looked  at 
his  nation  and  used  those  same  words  in  the  thirty- 
third  chapter  of  his  prophecy. 

What  does  that  statement  mean  when  applied  to 
a  nation  or  a  person?  Well,  I  think  it  means  that  life 
needs  tightening  up  if  we  are  to  be  made  shipshape. 
And  now  as  we  are  launching  forth  into  the  vacation 
season,  it  behooves  us  to  examine  our  tackle. 

May  I  suggest  one  of  life’s  loose  ends  which  needs 
_  to  be  inspected.  > 

First,  impulses  not  organized.  We  are  born  little  bundles  of  desire 
The  infant  reaches  out  for  anything  that  catches  its  fancy  and  its  fancy 
changes  with  almost  every  fleeting  moment.  If  the  child  does  not  outgrow 
that  impulsiveness,  it  remains  childish.  Some  impulses  must  be  curbed 
others  cultivated.  Impulsive  living  leaves  the  heart  empty. 

I  know  a  fellow  who  vowed  he  would  not  get  “tied  down”  to  any 
woman.  He  prided  himself  that  he  was  foot-loose  and  fancy-free.  His 
fancy  was  caught  by  almost  every  girl  he  met.  He  frittered  away  his 
thirties  in  many  passing  flirtations  and  now,  though  far  from  poor  finan¬ 
cially,  he  is  sort  of  a  social  tramp  begging  his  morsels  of  satisfaction  at 
the  back  doors  of  ilfe. 

A  curious  fact  about  life  is  that  when  we  just  let  ourselves  go  and 
do  what  we  like  when  we  like  it,  we  cease  before  long  to  like  what  we  do. 


For  this  reason  William  James  was  wont  to  say  a  person  should  do  onn 
unpleasant  duty  every  day  just  to  keep  himself  in  moral  trim.  If  we  never 
put  ourselves  out  to  curb  some  impulses,  we  eventually  feel  “put  out.” 

n  a  hotel  some  time  ago,  I  saw  signs  at  various  points  reading  “For 
the  convenience  of  our  guests.”  Such  suggestions  are  appreciated  in  a 
otel.  But  a  home  can  hardly  be  run  as  a  convenience.  To  be  sure,  we  warn- 
as  many  household  conveniences  as  we  can  secure.  But  only  when  th* 
members  of  the  family  share  some  uncongenial  tasks  and  some  mutual 

ings  of  The°home  C°me  t0  ei^°y  the  solid  satisfactions  and  spiritual  bless- 

A^LlkeW1Se  °Ur  relationship  with  God  we  are  a  part  of  His  family 
,!nteu  fully  int0  the  fellowshiP  of  God’s  family  if  we  treat 
,  d  rHl?  ,cuhurch  merely  as  a  convenience.  If  we  turn  to  God  only 

friend  ch?n  "n*  ^  need  °f  HlS  help  in  trouble>  we  shall  never  know  God’s 
“*•  °f  .lf  we  g°  t0  church  only  when  we  feel  like  it  or  when  we 
_pfd  *  14  f°r  *  marnaSe  ceremony,  we  shall  not  receive  the  joy  and 

ItvsLl]  d  P°Wer  °f  °Ur  religious  faith-  we  must  sometimes  sacrifice  our 

and  ffis  0?h,TreSreen.nd  d°  S°me  uncongenial  tasks  in  the  «  God 


A  meeting  was  being  held  to  promote  a  certain  good  “cause.”  A  tele¬ 
gram  was  read  from  a  man  who  liked  to  show  his  interest  in  good  move¬ 
ments  but  never  gave  much  thought  or  effort  to  them.  In  his  message 
he  said,  My  heart  is  with  you.”  When  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  read 
the  wire,  he  added  sarcastically,  “We  are  glad  to  have  Brother  Jones’ 
heart  with  us.  We  wish  we  had  his  head  also.” 

We  sometimes  say,  I  don’t  want  to  be  tied  down  to  any  duties  or 
commitments.  I  want  to  be  free  to  choose  what  I  wish  to  do  when  the 
time  comes.”  I  sympathize  in  part  with  that  feeling.  I  do  not  like  things 
to  become  so  methodical  that  they  are  dull.  But  I  raise  the  question  with 
you  whether  in  our  desire  to  live  the  free  life  we  may  not  be  forgetting 
that  one  way  to  achieve  freedom  is  to  bring  some  actions  under  such  auto- 
matic  control  that  we  do  not  have  to  spend  time  discussing  them. 

Vacation  is  the  time  we  try  to  get  ourselves  in  physical  trim.  Let’s 
get  ourselves  m  moral  trim  by  tightening  up  the  loose  ends  of  life. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


THE  YOKE  OF  CHRIST 

In  Matthew  11:29  Jesus  tells  us,  “Take  my 
yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  me.”  If  we  expect 
Christianity  to  be  a  release  from  hard  work, 
we  are  doomed  to  disappointment,  because 
when  Jesu§  described  discipleship,  He  used  the 
term  “Yoke”.  Those  of  us  old  enough  to  re¬ 
member,  know  that  a  yoke  was  a  heavy  timber 
hewn  to  fit  over  the  shoulders  of  two  oxen.  Two 
U-shaped  pieces  fitted  into  the  yoke,  and,  going 
around  and  under  the  neck,  prevented  the  ani¬ 
mal  from  shaking  it  off.  The  yoke  was  used  to 
hitch  oxen  to  a  load.  Thus  Jesus  meant  in  no 
uncertain  terms  that  He  was  inviting  us  to  as¬ 
sume  our  share  of  Christian  responsibility.  He 
said  that  His  yoke  is  easy  and  His  burden  is 
light,  but  it  is  still  a  yoke,  made  for  hauling  a 
load.  What,  then,  does  the  Master  have  to  offer 
to  the  believer  besides  work?  After  all,  we 
run  into  work  every  day  without  even  looking 
for  it. 

A  yoke  bound  two  animals  to  the  same 
task.  If  one  ox  desired  to  step  aside  to  nibble 
the  clump  of  grass,  he  couldn’t  because  he  was 
yoked  to  the  other.  If  we  take  Jesus’  yoke,  we 
will  certainly  walk  where  He  walks.  If  we  are 
bound  closely  enough  to  Him,  we  actually  can’t 
stray  from  the  path  that  He  treads.  If  one  ox 
wished  to  stop  and  rest  for  a  while,  he  couldn’t 
until  the  other  agreed  to  rest  also.  Thus,  once 
we  are  yoked  with  Jesus,  we  have  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  helping  Him  to  share  the  load  of 
human  sin  and  suffering.  A  hard  job?  Certainly 
it  is.  v 

A  yoke  was  the  symbol  of  someone’s  au¬ 
thority.  The  Jews  in  Jesus’  day  spoke  of  “The 
Yoke  of  the  Law”.  Most  of  the  laws  that  bound 
Jews  in  that  day  had  been  made  by  self- 
righteous  priests  and  Pharisees.  The  ancient 
laws  of  God  had  been  almost  entirely  covered 
by  the  blanket  of  laws  made  by  man.  Truly  it 
was  a  yoke  for  the  loyal  Jew  to  obey  the  law. 
Jesus  said,  “Take  MY  Yoke  upon  you  .  .  .” 
Instead  of  all  the  silly  laws  that  did  not  matter, 
Jesus  offered  men  His  yoke  of  love  for  God 
and  for  one’s  fellow-man.  How  much  more  re¬ 
warding  was  Jesus’  yoke. 

A  yoke  caused  the  burden  to  be  shared.  The 
two  animals  bearing  it  came  to  move  and  act  as 
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GOD  AMONG  MEN  TODAY 

In  one  of  the  most  notable  addresses  made 
at  the  General  Conference  in  Minneapolis,  the 
Methodist  Church’s  elder  statesman  —  Bishop 
Herbert  Welch  —  called  his  fellow  churchmen 
and  Christians  generally  to  a  new  reliance  upon 
and  understanding  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This 
Third  Person  in  the  Trinity,  he  pointed  out, 
should  be,  as  it  was  to  the  Early  Church  and  to 
early  Methodism,  the  modern  man’s  source  of 
comfort,  of  strength,  and  of  guidance. 

God  is  in  and  moving  through  the  world 
in  the  Holy  Spirit,  Bishop  Welch  pointed  out. 
It  is  a  point  of  view,  an  emphasis,  a  theology 
that  we  have  not  stressed  in  recent  years;  yet 
it  is  basic  in  Christianity,  and  is  one  of  the 
great  Wesleyan  contributions  to  recent  religious 
thought. 

“Through  the  long  centuries  before  the 
Christmas  Advent,  God  did  not  leave  himself 
without  witness  in  any  time  or  any  race,”  said 
Bishop  Welch.  “There  were  heroes  and  prophets 
and  saints;  but  the  world,  still  childish  in  its 
apprehension  of  God,  needed  an  object  lesson 
to  make  God  more  real,  needed  something  that 
could  be  looked  upon  and  handled:  and  ‘the 
word  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.’ 

“But  this  was  not  the  final  revelation  of 
the  Almighty;  Jesus  himself  pointed  to  some¬ 
thing  beyond.  ‘It  is  expedient  for  you,’  said  he, 
‘that  I  go  away  in  order  that  another  may  come. 

I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  you;  but  ye 
cannot  bear  them  now.  But  when  the  Counselor, 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  come,  he  will  guide  you 
into  all  the  truth.’  .  .  .  We  live  in  the  era  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 


one.  They  even  came  to  think  alike,  if  oxen 
did  much  thinking.  If  we  take  Jesus’  yoke  upon 
us,  we  will  have  the  most  wonderful  yoke  fel¬ 
low  in  the  world.  What  an  opportunity  for  di¬ 
vine  companionship!  What  a  means  of  learning 
the  Master’s  will!  Paul  wrote  to  the  Corinthians, 
“We  are  laborers  together  with  God.”  God  has 
no  use  for  lazy  Christians.  However,  if  we  take 
the  yoke  of  Christ,  we  not  only  please  God  by 
becoming  a  worker  in  His  service.  We  accept 
the  highest  honor  we  may  receive;  being  a 
yokefellow  with  God’s  Son,  Jesus. 


“Now,  the  great  body  of  our  theological 
discussion  after  the  pattern,  indeed,  of  the 
Apostle’s  Creed,  makes  much  of  God,  the  Father, 
and  of  the  unique  Sonship  and  Saviorhood  of 
Jesus  Christ,  but  has  had  little  or  nothing,  after 
the  habit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  say 
about  the  Third  Person  of  the  Trinity.  If  one 
might  venture  to  use  such  an  expression,  we 
seem  often  not  to  be  Trinitarians  but  only 
‘Twinitarians.’ 

“Yet  if  any  people  should  find  the  doctrine 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  congenial  and  helpful,  cer¬ 
tainly  it  is  the  people  called  ‘Methodists.’  .  .  . 
The  greatest  contribution,  it  seems  to  me,  which 
Methodism  has  made  to  religious  thought  is 
emphasis  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
with  all  its  personal  and  social  implications. 
These  Methodists  held  to  the  historic  revelation 
of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  but  they  added  the  con¬ 
temporary  revelation  of  God  in  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Throughout  Paul’s  letters  and  in  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  the  church  fathers  there  is  implicit  re¬ 
liance  upon  the  comfort,  strength,  and  guidance 
that  comes  from  the  Holy  Spirit  even  unto  our 
day.  And  it  has  been  (and  is)  these  helps, 
coming  from  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  have  sus¬ 
tained  martyrs,  guided  the  pioneers,  led  the 
missionaries,  inspired  the  writers  and  the  art¬ 
ists  and  the  singers  of  the  Christian  church. 
“God  is  not  dumb”;  he  is  speaking  today  through 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

“Many  of  you,”  said  the  Bishop,  “must  have 
had  mysterious  impulses  to  pay  a  certain  call, 
to  write  a  certain  letter,  to  speak  a  certain 
word,  and  later  you  discovered  with  rejoicing 
that  your  visit  was  like  the  visits  of  angels; 
that  your  word  was  spoken  in  due  season  and 
was  an  apple  of  God  in  a  pitcher  of  silver.  We 
cannot  doubt  that  such  impulses  were  leadings 
Apostle’s  Creed,  makes  much  of  God,  the  Father, 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Every  virtue  we  possess, 
every  victory  won,  and  every  thought  of  holi¬ 
ness  is  his  alone  .  .  . 

“We  have  no  warrant  for  assuming  infalli¬ 
bility  and  becoming  smug  and  superior.  But  we 
can  all  have  quiet  assurance  that  we  are  in 
the  place  where  God  would  have  us,  that  we 
have  a  work  which  he  has  given  us,  and  that 
guided  by  his  wisdom  and  power  we  may  over¬ 
come  dangers  beyond  our  normal  courage. 
We  may  perform  duties  beyond  our  normal 
strength.  We  may  bear  up  under  trials  beyond 
our  normal  endurance.  We  may  solve  problems 
beyond  our  normal  reason.  We  may  even  find 
out  that  we  have  hitherto  untapped  reservoirs 
of  valor,  generosity,  self-sacrifice. 

It  would  seem,  indeed,  that  the  theological 
need  of  the  church  and  of  the  world  today  is  a 
re-emphasis  upon  the  place  and  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  —  God  comforting,  strengthen- 
ing,  and  guiding  men  at  this  very  moment. 
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Juvenile  Delinquency  Continues  to  Rise  Harry  Truman 

Meets  The  Pope 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Ju¬ 
venile  delinquency  continued  to  in¬ 
crease  at  an  alarming  rate  during 
1955  despite  efforts  to  curb  it,  Dr. 
Martha  Eliot,  chief  of  the  Children’s 
Bureau,  U.S.  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare,  reported 
here. 

Dr.  Eliot  said  that  her  annual  re¬ 
port,  to  be  released  soon,  will  show 
that  977  juvenile  courts  which  re¬ 
port  to  the  Children’s  Bureau  had 
a  nine  per  cent  increase  in  their 
caseload  between  1954  and  1955. 

A  group  of  383  juvenile  courts 
which  have  been  reporting  to  the 
Children’s  Bureau  for  many  years 


President  Asks 
Peace  Prayers  On 
Memorial  Day 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  called  upon  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  observe  Memorial  Day,  May 
30,  “as  a  day  on  which  all  of  us,  in 
our  churches,  in  our  homes,  and  in 
our  hearts,  may  beseech  God  to 
guide  our  steps  into  the  paths  lead¬ 
ing  to  permanent  peace.” 

In  his  annual  Memorial  Day  pro¬ 
clamation  the  President  designated 
“the  hour  beginning  in  each  local¬ 
ity  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning 
as  a  period  in  which  we  may  unite 
in  humble  petition  for  His  help  in 
reaching  that  goal.” 

He  said: 

“It  is  eminently  fitting  that  on 
an  anniversary  devoted  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  our  heroic  dead  who  gave 
their  lives  in  the  cause  of  peace  we 
should  turn  to  Almighty  God  in 
concerted  prayer  for  wisdom  in  our 
j  striving  for  harmony  among  the 
nations  of  the  world.” 

Mr.  Eisenhower  called  attention 
in  his  proclamation  to  the  fact  that 
Congress,  by  joint  resolution  of  May 
11,  1950,  has  called  for  Memorial 
|  Day  to  “be  observed  as  a  day  of 
nationwide  prayer  for  permanent 
!  peace.” 


Senators  Recite  Lord's 
Prayer  in  Unison 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Senate  established  a 
precedent  here  when,  in  the  absence 
of  their  chaplain,  they  opened  their 
daily  session  by  reciting  the  Lord’s 
|  Prayer  in  unison. 

Veteran  legislators  said  it  was  the 
first  time  the  Senate  had  taken  such 
|a  step. 

Dr.  Frederick  Brown  Harris,  the 
Senate  chaplain,  was  out  of  the  city. 
I  He  had  arranged  for  Rabbi  Norman 
IGerstenfeld  of  Washington  Hebrew 
|  Congregation  to  serve  as  guest  chap- 
jlain  but  the  rabbi  was  held  up  in  a 
I  traffic  jam  and  arrived  four  minutes 
|late. 

Vice  President  Nixon  delayed  the 
°Pening  of  the  session  for  two  min- 
Wes,  awaiting  the  rabbi,  and  then 
Jed  the  members  present  in  the 
Iprayer. 


toark  50th  Anniversary  of  First 
State  University  Bible  Course 

Austin,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  The  50th 
anniversary  of  Bible  teaching  at 
be  University  of  Texas  was  marked 
a  ceremonies  here.  The  university 
Is  believed  the  first  state  institution 
°  higher  education  in  the  country 
0  have  offered  a  Bible  course  for 

credit. 

Nine  Bible  Chairs  are  now  func¬ 
tioning  at  the  school.  The  first  was 
stablished  in  1905  by  the  United 
-bristian  Missionary  Society  of  the 
'scipies  of  Christ  as  “an  experi- 


said  that  1955  was  by  far  the  worst 
year  in  their  experience,  Dr.  Eliot 
declared. 

At  the  same  time,  she  pointed  out, 
the  latest  Federal  Bureau  of  In¬ 
vestigation  report  shows  an  11.4  per 
cent  increase  in  police  arrests  of 
young  persons  under  18  in  1955  as 
compared  with  1954. 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate 
that  half  a  million  children  were 
brought  into  juvenile  courts  last 
year,  Dr.  Eliot  said. 


“The  Children’s  Bureau,  through 
its  Juvenile  Delinquency  Service 
Division,”  she  said,  “has  been  re¬ 
ceiving  an  increasing  number  of 
requests  for  help  from  states  and 
communities  which  are  trying  to 
plan  services  for  delinquent  chil¬ 
dren  more  effectively. 

“Our  consultants  are  working  with 
these  people  on  both  prevention 
and  treatment  programs.  Hopefully, 
as  we  move  ahead  in  the  next  sev¬ 
eral  years,  the  joint  efforts  of  local 
state  and  federal  groups  can  pull 
the  delinquency  rate  down.” 


Vatican  City  (RNS)  —  Former 
President  Harry  S.  Truman  had  a 
15-minute  private  audience  with 
Pope  Pius  XII  which  he  described 
as  “a  most  happy  visit  indeed.” 

The  occasion  marked  the  first 
time  that  an  American  Chief  of 
State,  in  or  out  of  office,  has  been 
received  at  the  Vatican  since  Presi¬ 
dent  Woodrow  Wilson  visited  Pope 
Benedict  XV  in  1919. 

Mr.  Truman,  who  is  a  Baptist, 
talked  alone  with  Pope  Pius  for  15 
minutes.  The  Pontiff  then  gave  a 
brief  audience  to  Mrs.  Truman  and 
other  members  of  the  former  Presi¬ 
dent’s  party. 

The  Pope  presented  Mr.  Truman 
with  one  of  the  gold  medallions 
struck  to  commemorate  his  pontifi¬ 
cate.  He  gave  Mrs.  Truman  a  book 
of  reproductions  of  the  Raphael 
paintings  in  the  Vatican  Palace. 

Mr.  Truman  declined  to  give  any 
details  of  his  conversation  with  the 
Pope.  However,  unofficial  Vatican 
sources  said  Pope  Pius  and  Mr.  Tru¬ 
man  discussed  the  world  situation. 


Hollywood  Actress  Joins  Methodist  Film  Unit 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  Virgin¬ 
ia  McPheeters,  formet  Hollywood 
actress  and  one-time  production  aide 
at  Cathedral  Films,  has  been  named 
production  supervisor  and  unit  man¬ 
ager  at  the  studios  here  of  the 
Methodist  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission. 

Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer,  executive 
secretary,  said  she  will  assist  com¬ 
mission  officials  in  producing  motion 
pictures,  TV  films,  radio  recordings 
and  other  audio-visual  aids  for 
Methodist  boards  and  agencies. 

Miss  McPheeters,  a  native  of  Wil- 
liamsville,  Mo.,  is  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Julian  C.  McPheeters,  president 
of  Asbury  Theological  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  the  sister  of  the 
Rev.  Chilton  C.  McPheeters,  minis¬ 
ter  of  Sierra  Madre  (Calif.)  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

As  Virginia  Wave  she  played 
numerous  movie  parts,  including 
roles  in  “Ride  the  Pink  Horse”  with 
Robert  Montgomery,  in  “Casanova 
Brown”  with  Gary  Cooper,  and 
starred  in  two  films  of  television’s 
“Sergeant  Preston  of  the  Yukon” 
series. 

While  engaged  in  this  work  in 
Hollywood,  she  became  interested 
in  religious  motion  pictures  and 
joined  the  staff  of  Cathedral  Films, 
religious  movie  production  com¬ 
pany. 

In  this  field  she  played  the  role 
of  Mary  Magdalene  in  “I  Beheld 
His  Glory”  and  was  featured  in 
such '  films  as  “Queen  Esther,”  “Si¬ 
mon  Peter,  Fisherman,”  “Holy  Child 


of  Bethlehem,”  and  “Prodigal  Son.” 

She  also  recorded  a  dramatic  ser¬ 
ies  called  “The  Passion  Story”  and 
such  specialty  records  as  “The  Lit- 
tlest  Cloud”  and  “How  the  Birds  Got 
Their  Colors.” 


Clergy  Plane  Fares 
Approves  Special 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  In 
an  unexpected  move,  the  House 
and  Senate  Interstate  Commerce 
Committees  approved  legislation 
to  allow  the  nation’s  airlines  to 
give  clergymen  and  missionaries 
cut-rate  fares. 

Both  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board  and  the  Air  Transport 
Association,  in  statements  filed 
with  the  committees,  had  opposed 
such  special  fares.  It  was  pre¬ 
viously  believed  here  that  this 
opposition  would  doom  the  leg¬ 
islation.  v 

The  statements  said  that  grant¬ 
ing  reduced  fares  to  the  clergy 
would  lead  to  demands  from 
other  groups  for  a  similar  privi¬ 
lege  and  “would  be  a  serious  de¬ 
parture  from  the  sound  policy  of 
the  existing  act.” 

Under  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Act  of  1938,  airlines  are  prohibi¬ 
ted  from  granting  reduced  fares 
to  any  passengers  except  rescue 
workers  enroute  to  the  scene  of 
a  public  disaster. 

Protestant  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  groups  have  urged  enactment 
of  the  legislation,  which  would 
give  non-subsidized  airlines  dis¬ 
cretionary  authority  to  institute 
“clergy  fares”  such  as  have  been 
traditional  on  American  railroads. 


Batak  Church  Statement  Blasts  Communism 


Palembang,  Sumatra  (RNS)  —  A 
statement  contrasting  Communist 
teachings  with  those  of  the  Bible  on 
six  important  points  was  read  from 
Batak  Protestant  Church  pulpits 
throughout  Sumatra. 

It  concluded  by  quoting  the 
Church’s  Great  Synod  as  rejecting 
Communist  teachings  completely 
and  calling  upon  any  members  of 
the  denomination  who  may  have 
embraced  Communism  to  disavow 
it. 


ic  factors  determine  human  life  but 
the  Scriptures  stress  that  everything 
depends  upon  the  grace  of  God,  not 
upon  human  strength  or  ambition. 

Communism  teaches  that  man’s 
hope  is  in  an  international  commu¬ 
nity  on  earth  while  the  Bible  teach¬ 
es  that  “our  hope  is  not  on  earth  but 
in  the  life  to  come.” 


“Our  Church  rejects  Communistic 
teaching,”  the  declaration  said,  “be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  other  redemption 
but  by  Christ.  We  reject  their  meth¬ 
od  of  forcing  people  to  complete 
obedience  to  their  doctrine  with  no 
questions  allowed  for  we  ought  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man. 


ment  in  Christian  unity  dedicated 
to  serving  the  religious  needs  of  all 
students,  regardless  of  their  relig¬ 
ious  affiliation.” 

One  of  the  current  Chairs  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Newman  Club  Founda¬ 
tion,  a  Roman  Catholic  group.  The 
seven  others  represent  six  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations. 

The  original  course  —  called  the 
Texas  Bible  Chair  —  has  served  as 
a  pattern  for  similar  programs  in 
other  states. 

Credit  toward  a  degree  is  granted 
by  the  university  for  up  to  12  semes¬ 
ter  hours  in  Bible  courses.  The 
courses  are  subject  to  university 
supervision  but  the  Bible  Chair  fac¬ 
ulties  are  paid  by  the  religious  or- 
organizations  involved. 


“That  is  why  every  congregation 
member  and  especially  workers  of 
the  Church  ought  to  shun  Commun¬ 
ist  doctrine  and  every  movement 
which  is  founded  on  that  doctrine.” 

The  statement  pointed  out  Com¬ 
munism  teaches  that  religion  is  “a 
product  of  human  thought  —  so, 
therefore,  God  is  created  by  man.” 
The  Scriptures  emphasize,  it  said, 
that  “God  was  in  the  beginning” 
and  “created  man  and  the  whole 
earth.” 


Among  other  points  in  the  state¬ 
ment: 
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Communism  teaches  religion  is  a 
drug  to  weaken  the  people  and  in¬ 
duce  them  to  sleep  while  the  Bible 
shows  that  Christian  faith  brings 
salvation. 

Communism  teaches  that  sin  is 
“the  classification  of  life”  but  the 
Scriptures  show  that  sin  is  “trans¬ 
gression  against  the  law  of  God.” 

Communism  teaches  that  redemp¬ 
tion  is  achieving  “freedom  from 
classification”  but  the  Bible  teaches 
that  men  are  “redeemed  and  freed 
of  sin  through  the  blood  of  the  cruci¬ 
fied  Christ.” 

Communism  teaches  that  econom- 


Proposes  World  Organization 
Of  Christian  Farmers 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Frank  W. 
Price,  former  moderator  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
(Southern),  called  here  for  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  worldwide  organization 
of  Christian  farmers  and  farm  fam¬ 
ilies  as  a  step  toward  improving  in¬ 
ternational  relations. 

He  spoke  at  the  annual  board 
meeting  of  Agricultural  Missions, 
Inc.,  an  interdenominational  body. 

“Cooperation  for  world  peace  is 
needed  not  only  between  govern¬ 
ments  but  even  more  between  peo¬ 
ple,”  Dr.  Price  said.  “For  the  sake 
of  international  good  will  and  peace, 
the  great  working  populations  in 
all  countries  should  come  to  know 
one  another  better. 

“The  farmers  of  the  earth  are  the 
largest  single  body  of  laborers  with 
a  similar  type  of  natural  environ¬ 
ment,  similar  kind  of  occupation, 
similar  outlook  on  life  and  religion’ 
and  similar  economic  needs  and  dif¬ 
ficulties.” 

He  said  Christian  farmers  should 
unite  around  such  common  objec¬ 
tives  as  private  farm  ownership  to¬ 
gether  with  national  economic  plan¬ 
ning,  just  laws  for  protection  of 
agriculture,  opposition  to  tyranny 
and  exploitation  of  rural  popula¬ 
tions,  conservation  of  soil  and  for¬ 
ests,  the  strengthening  of  communi¬ 
ty  spirit  and  cooperation,  and  the 
uplift  of  depressed  and  underpriv¬ 
ileged  farming  groups. 

.  Dr„;Price’  a  missionary  in  China 
for  27  years,  is  director  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Research  Library  here. 
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Baton  Rouge  District  V isited 


BISHOP  Paul  E.  Martin  spent 
Saturday,  May  12,  and  Sun¬ 
day,  May  13,  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  inspecting  new 
churches,  laying  cornerstones,  and 
dedicating  churches  and  educational 
buildings. 

Saturday  morning,  Bishop  Martin 
began  the  tour  with  an  inspection 
of  the  new  sanctuary  and  educa¬ 
tional  buildings  at  Plaquemine.  This 
beautiful  brick  veneer  structure  is 
valued  at  $75,000.  A  trip  to  the 
Grand  River  Church,  included  an 
inspection  of  the  new  educational 
unit,  added  during  the  past  year. 
The  sanctuary,  dedicated  two  years 
ago,  brings  the  total  valuation  of 
this  property  to  $10,000.  The  pastor 
of  these  two  churches  is  the  Rev. 
Robert  McCammon,  completing  his 
fifth  year  of  leadership  in  this  phen¬ 
omenal  growth. 

Next,  Bishop  Martin  inspected 
the  Port  Allen  chapel,  which  is  a 
converted  service  station,  located  in 
a  strategic  spot  on  a  comer  lot  op¬ 
posite  the  Junior  High  and  High 
Schools  of  Port  Allen.  This  property, 
originally  purchased  by  the  District 
Board  of  Missions  for  $5200,  is  now 
valued  at  $6500.  The  Rev.  Lonnie 
Sibley  is  the  pastor  of  this  three 
year  old  church. 

Winboume  Avenue  Church,  located 
in  one  of  the  densest  population 
centers  in  Baton  Rouge,  displayed 
for  the  first  time  to  Bishop  Martin 
the  new  Fellowship  Hall,  valued  at 
$30,000.  It  is  modern  in  design, 
beautifully  arranged  for  a  worship 
center,  to  be  used  until  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  is  constructed.  Brick  veneer 
and  fully  air  conditioned,  it  marks 
the  beginning  of  a  new  day  of  op¬ 
portunity  for  this  growing  church. 
The  Rev.  A.  A.  Collins  is  complet¬ 
ing  his  fourth  year  as  pastor,  lead¬ 
ing  this  church  in  one  of  its  most 
important  periods  of  growth  in  num- 


Bishop  Martin 

bers  and  development  in  physical 
equipment. 

Lunch  was  served  at  the  new  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsonage,  4044  South  Ramsey 
Drive,  where,  in  addition  to  Bishop 
Martin,  the  guests  included  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Trustees,  the  New 
District  Parsonage  Committee  and 
husbands  and  wives,  the  architect, 
Robert  Coleman,  and  the  contractor, 
O.  J.  Longeuppe,  Jr. 

After  a  picnic  style  lunch,  served 
under  the  new  double  carport,  a 
tour  of  the  new  $38,000  District 
Parsonage  was  made  by  the  entire 
group. 

At  1:00  p.m.,  Bishop  Martin  laid 
the  cornerstone  for  the  new  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  Fellowship  Hall,  a 
$40,000  unit,  which  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  buildings  contained  in  ^a 
comprehensive  over-all  plan  for  this 
thriving  church.  This  church  re¬ 
ceived  $10,000  from  the  1000  Club 
during  the  past  year,  and  raised  the 
rest  in  cash  and  pledges  from  the 
membership,  which  passed  the  two 
hundred  mark  Easter  Sunday.  Or¬ 
ganized  in  June,  they  quickly  as¬ 
sumed  all  District  and  Conference 
askings  for  benevolent  causes,  and 
have  assumed  all  ministerial  sup¬ 
port,  freeing  all  missionary  funds 
allotted  to  them  within  an  year. 
This  fast  growing  church  is  now 
meeting  in  a  tent,  which  will  still 
be  used  to  handle  overflow  crowds 
for  church  school,  even  after  the 
completion  of  the  new  building.  The 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  James  Phillip 
Woodland. 

At  2:15  p.m.,  Bishop  Martin 

preached  and  dedicated  the  Gonzales 
Methodist  Church.  This  church,  val¬ 
ued  at  $8,000,  represents  heroic  ef¬ 
forts  on  the  part  of  a  small  member¬ 
ship  in  a  fast  growing  community. 
The  Rev.  T.  H.  Milby  is  the  pastor. 
Visiting  former  pastors  included 
Rev.  Glendon  Messer  and  Rev.  T. 
D.  Lipscomb,  who  also  assisted  in 
the  service. 


At  3:30  p.m.,  Bishop  Martin 

preached  and  dedicated  the  Mead¬ 
ows  Chapel  Church.  This  church, 
valued  at  $9,000,  was  built  during 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Cor- 
ry.  Visiting  former  pastors  who 
assisted,  included  Rev.  G.  H.  Corry 
and  Rev.  T.  D.  Lipscomb.  The  Rev. 
Brady  B.  Forman  is  the  present 
pastor.  Following  the  dedication 
services,  a  reception  for  all  guests 
provided  by  the  ladies  of  the  church 
was  held  in  the  educational  annex. 

Sunday  morning,  at  10:20,  Bishop 
Martin  dedicated  the  new  education¬ 
al  building  for  the  Centenary  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  in  Franklinton.  This 
building  was  built  and  paid  for 
during  the  past  thirteen  months,  at 
a  cost  of  more  than  $80,000.  This 
project  was  initiated  and  completed 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Sewell,  who  is  completing  his 
fifth  year  as  pastor.  The  dedication 
service  was  held  in  the  building  and 
was  attended  by  all  ages,  from  the 
youngest  to  the  oldest.  During  the 
service  Bishop  Martin  also  dedica¬ 
ted  a  beautiful  lectern,  in  honor 
of  Adolph  Pierce,  who  has  served 
continuously  for  thirty-four  years 
as  Church  School  Superintendent, 
and  who  was  among  those  who  pre¬ 
sented  the  new  building  for  dedi¬ 
cation.  Following  the  dedication  ser1 
vices,  Bishop  Martin  preached  at 
the  11:00  hour. 

From  Franklinton,  Bishop  Martin 
journeyed  to  Ponchatoula,  where 
he  was  shown  the  beautiful  new 
educational  and  fellowship  unit, 
erected  and  paid  for  during  the 
past  year,  at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  An 
equal  amount  remains  in  pledges 
toward  a  sanctuary,  which  will  com¬ 
plete  a  new  over-all  plan  projected 
for  the  future.  In  addition,  the  old 
educational  building  has  been  re¬ 
decorated  and  many  changes  made 
in  room  arrangement  which  has  giv¬ 
en  much  additional  space.  It  is  an¬ 
ticipated  that  the  sanctuary  will 
be  completed  within  another  two 
year  period.  The  Rev.  Wilson  Wat¬ 
son  is  the  pastor,  now  completing 
his  third  year  of  leadership  during 
this  significant  period  of  growth  and 
development,  when  these  important 
plans  were  initiated  and  carried 
through. 

At  4:00  p.m.,  Bishop  Martin  laid 
the  cornerstone  for  the  new  Metho¬ 
dist  Student  Center,  at  Southeastern, 


in  Hammond.  This  beautiful  struc¬ 
ture,  when  completed,  will  be  one 
of  the  finest  among  the  student  cen¬ 
ters  our  church  is  providing 
throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana 
When  completed  and  furnished,  this 
building  will  have  a  value  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $70,000.  Out  of  town 
guests  included  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones, 
Louisiana  Conference  President  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  and  the  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flur¬ 
ry,  former  pastor  of  the  Hammond 
Church.  Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas,  present 
pastor,  and  leader  of  the  financial 
campaign  that  made  the  center  pos¬ 
sible,  presided  at  the  service.  Rev. 
Fred  Flurry  and  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Harris  assisted  also.  Miss  Lillian 
Hay,  Director  of  Wesley  Foundation 
and  state  Director  of  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Work,  also  assisted. 

At  7:30  p.m.,  Bishop  Martin 

preached  at  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Hammond,  and  led  in  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  new  $50,000  education¬ 
al  building.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry,  who 
was  pastor  during  the  planning  and 
construction  of  the  building,  assis¬ 
ted,  along  with  the  District  Super¬ 
intendent  and  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
E.  R.  Thomas.  Mr.  Thomas  led  the 
service  of  worship  in  the  newly  dec¬ 
orated  sanctuary,  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$7,000. 

In  two  days  time,  Bishop  Martin 
saw  a  part  of  the  new  construction 
recently  completed  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District.  During  the  past 
quadrennium,  the  District  shows  in 
new  construction  alone,  twenty 
churches,  valued  at  $589,200,  eleven 
educational  buildings,  valued  at 
$348,000,  four  parsonages,  valued  at 
$90,000,  which  totals  $1,027.  In  addi¬ 
tion  some  $250,000  was  Spent  for 
renovations,  redecorations,  and  new 
land  purchases.  Money  raised  in 
cash  and  pledges  during  the  past 
eighteen  months,  on  hand,  and  to 
be  spent  within  the  next  twelve 
months,  equals  $659,600.  This  money 
represents  eleven  educational  build¬ 
ings  and  four  church  buildings  for 
the  year  1956-57.  The  total  of  these 
figures  for  the  quadrennium  is 
$1,936,800. 

Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  District 
Superintendent,  accompanied  and 
assisted  Bishop  Martin  in  the  two 
day  tour  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict. 


Cornerstone  laying  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist  C  h  u  t  c  h, 
Baton  Rouge  -  Left  to  Right,  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District;  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  pastor,  and  T.  C.  Landrum,  chairman 
of  the  Official  Board. 


Page  Eight 


Participants  in  Cornerstone  laying  service  of  the  Hammond 
Methodist  Church  -  Left  to  Right,  Rev.  Edvmrd  W.  Harris,  Lillian 
Hay,  director  of  Wesley  Foundation;  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  and 
Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Hammond  Methodist  Church. 
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Van  Carter 

By  BENTLEY  SLOANE 


Catholic  Survey  Finds 
Whites  Divided  On 
Seg  regation 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A  na¬ 
tionwide  survey  sponsored  by  the 
Catholic  Digest,  published  here,  has 
found  that  the  white  people  of  the 
United  States  are  evenly  divided 
on  whether  the  white  and  Negro 
races  should  be  brought  closer  to¬ 
gether. 

Forty-two  per  cent  of  the  whites 
wish  the  two  races  kept  apart,  48 
per  cent  want  them  brought  to¬ 
gether  and  ten  per  cent  have  no 
opinion,  according  to  the  survey. 

But  90  per  cent  of  the  Negroes 
wish  the  races  brought  together; 
only  six  per  cent  desire  them  kept 
apart  and  four  per  cent  have  no 
opinion. 

Where  a  white  man  lives  makes 
a  lot  of  difference  as  to  his  views. 
Only  32  per  cent  of  northern 
whites  want  the  races  kept  apart, 
the  survey  showed,  while  74  per 
cent  of  southern  whites  want  them 
kept  separate. 

“The  newspapers  have  claimed, 
time  and  again,  that  Catholics  are 
taking  the  lead  in  improving  race 
relations.  This  may  be  true  of 
Catholic  leaders,  but  the  Catholic 
Digest  survey  shows  that  Catho¬ 
lics  as  a  whole,  both  in  the  north 
and  the  south,  have  the  same  at¬ 
titudes  on  race  as  their  Protestant 
neighbors.” 


BATON  ROUGE 
DISTRICT  COMPLETES 
NEW  PARSONAGE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
to  the  master  bedroom.  The  master 
bedroom  has  a  walk-in  closet  and 
the  other  bedrooms  have  large 
closets  with  sliding  doors.  The  hall 
contains  a  storage  closet,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  storage  space  in  the  attic, 
reached  by  a  disappearing  stair. 
All  bedrooms,  hall,  and  foyer  have 
strip  oak  flooring.  All  baths  are 
tiled. 

The  firm  of  Wilson  and  Coleman 
served  as  architects,  giving  their 
services  free  of  charge  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict.  Mr.  Coleman  is  a  member  of 
University  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  his  firm  has  led  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  many  of  the  new  building 
projects  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict. 

The  contractor  was  O.  J.  Long- 
uepee,  Jr.,  a  member  of  the  Istrou- 
ma  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
afad  the  builder  of  the  Istrouma 
Church  parsonage. 

Two  groups  led  in  the  planning 
and  projection  of  this  project,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
District  Conference  of  1954.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  was  composed  of 
the  following:  E.  F.  Fleming,  Jr., 
chairman;  Miss  Stella  Murphey, 
treasurer;  L.  A.  Himes,  S.  E.  Pool, 
W.  H.  Richardson. 

The  New  District  Parsonage 
Committee,  authorized  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  was  composed  of 
the  following:  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice, 
Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Stovall,  secre¬ 
tary;  Rev.  James  W.  Ailor;  Welton 
Brumfield;  J  W..  Chambers;  Mrs. 
S.  J.  Fairchild;  W.  W.  Holmes,  Jr.; 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Harris;  C.  G.  Leonard; 
Rev.  Robert  McCammon;  Rev.  E. 
R.  Thomas;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Trice. 

Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris  is  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District. 


WE  buried  Uncle  Van  Carter 
southward  in  the  soil  of 
the  state  he  loved  so  well. 
It  was  a  mild  spring  day 
and  the  birds  were  singing  across 
the  meadows  while  throngs  of 
friends  and  loved  ones,  united  on 
sad  occasion,  visited  and  talked  of 
events  of  other  years.  It  was  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  funeral,  like  the  man 
who  occasioned  it.  Seventy-eight 
full  years  had  been  allowed  by  God, 
and  there  were  no  regrets. 

Van  Carter,  78  years  of  age,  was 
a  retired  minister  serving  the  Bethel 
charge  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 
He  died  in  the  Clinton  Hospital, 
April  3,  1956,  after  being  stricken 
ill  while  visiting  in  that  community. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Fannie  Norman  Carter.  He  was 
buried  in  memorial  park  cemetery 
in  Baton  Rouge.  The  service  was  in 
charge  of  his  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris. 
Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  spoke  briefly  of 
his  life,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  offered  a 
prayer,  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  read  the 
scripture  lesson. 

Up  and  down  the  roads  and  high¬ 
ways  of  Louisiana,  in  town,  city, 
and  hamlet,  the  name  of  Uncle  Van 
was  a  household  word.  He  was  at 
first  a  lay  evangelist,  Sunday  School 
worker,  home  missionary,  and  youth 
director  —  all  combined  in  one 
unique  personality. 

Van  Carter  became  Secretary  of 
the  Louisiana  Sunday  School  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  1918,  and  gave  the  work 
a  significant  place  among  the 
churches.  He  was  a  pioneer.  Long 
before  the  denominations  had  de¬ 
veloped  an  extensive  program  in 
Louisiana,  especially  in  Christian 
Education,  Van  Carter  was  organiz¬ 
ing  parish  Sunday  School  Councils, 
conducting  training  schools,  and 
bringing  great  leadership  to  state 
conventions.  I  remember  one  oc- 


Methodists  Report 
Big  Gains 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Im¬ 
pressive  gains  in  the  growth,  devel¬ 
opment  and  work  of  The  Methodist 
Church  were  disclosed  in  reports 
presented  to  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference  here. 

The  766  delegates  representing 
more  than  9,000,000  Methodists 
heard  that: 

More  than  1,000  new  congrega¬ 
tions  were  oganized  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation  during  the  past  four  years. 

Church  members  have  increased 
their  support  of  116  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  across  the 
nation  from  $800,751  in  1942  to  a 
record  $4,600,000  ^his  year  for  cur¬ 
rent  operations.  This  does  not  in¬ 
clude  endowments  and  funds  from 
special  regional  campaigns. 

More  than  200  hospitals,  homes 
for  the  aged,  and  child-care  insti¬ 
tutions  are  affiliated  with  the 
Church. 

The  denomination’s  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief  sent  aid  totalling 
more  than  $3,000,000  to  people  in 
43  foreign  countries  during  the  past 
four  years.  Through  the  Church, 
job  and  residence  assurances  have 
been  obtained  to  date  for  2,860  of 
5,000  refugees  for  whom  the  com- 


casion  when  I  went  to  a  Parish  Sun¬ 
day  School  Convention,  represent¬ 
ing  my  small  one  room  church 
as  a  Sunday  School  teacher.  From 
Van  Carter  and  his  staff,  I  learned 
how  to  group  the  departments  and 
curtain  off  corners  for  the  classes. 

In  the  1920’s,  Uncle  Van  and  his 
staff  operated  from  famous  Camp 
Lassa  at  Forbing,  near  Shreveport. 
All  through  the  summer,  groups  of 
younger  and  older  boys  and  girls 
came  for  ten-day  periods  for  train¬ 
ing  in  church  work  and  Christian 
living.  Van  Carter  was  the  dynamo 
and  guiding  genius  of  it  all.  Acoss 
those  rolling  hills,  his  staccato  voice 
wopld  ring  in  a  friendly  greeting  or 
a  gospel  song.  He  directed  the  fun 
and  table  talk  at  meal  time.  On 
the  hillside,  in  the  afternoon,  he 
had  “heart  to  heart”  talks  with  the 
campers,  one  by  one.  He  umpired 
the  baseball  games.  In  the  evening, 
the  climax  of  the  day’s  events  came 
with  the  great  council  fire  over 
which  he  presided  in  his  Indian 
headdress  and  with  his  staff,  the 
symbol  of  Indian  lore.  Around  this 
camp  fire,  made  famous  by  the 
“Great  Chief,”  hundreds  of  boys 
and  girls  found  a  new  expression 
of  their  lives  and  a  call  to  the  “up¬ 
ward  trail”  of  Christian  service. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  event 
in  Van  Carter’s  life  was  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Fannie  Norman,  after  the 
closing  of  Camp  Lassa.  Miss  Norman 
was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Sun¬ 
day  School  Council  staff,  and  the 
presiding  feminine  influence  in  the 
Camp  Lassa  program.  “Aunt  Fan¬ 
ny,”  as  she  was  known  affectionate¬ 
ly  throughout  the  state,  was  a  won¬ 
derful  companion  to  Uncle  Van,  and 
together  “Fanavan,”  as  he  called 
them,  served  wherever  they  were 
sent. 

As  the  churches  developed  their 
own  denominational  programs,  the 


mittee  is  seeking  sponsors. 

Woman’s  Societies  of  Christian 
Service  had  a  net  increase  of  162,277 
members  in  1952-56.  Giving  for  the 
national  program  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  for  the 
three  years  ending  May  31,  1955, 
was  $22,995,450. 


Methodist  Church  To  Get 
Martin  Luther  Window 

Wheaton,  Ill.,  (RNS) — Fifty  fami¬ 
lies  of  Lutheran  background  are 
spearheading  a  drive  to  provide  a 
stained  glass  Martin  Luther  window 
in  their  adopted  Methodist  church 
here. 

The  German  reformer  may  be 
commemorated  in  the  surburb’s 
Gary  Memorial  Methodist  church 
before  John  Wesley,  the  English 
founder  of  Methodism. 

Gustave  Brown,  a  plastics  sales¬ 
man,  and  Frank  Sandholm,  a  teach¬ 
er  in  the  Wheaton  Community  High 
School,  head  the  $2,500  campaign. 

“Everybody  is  in  favor  of  it,” 
Mr.  Brown  said. 

“But  we  hope  to  get  the  Luther 
window  in  before  the  Wesley  win¬ 
dow  because  there  will  probably  be 
more  support  for  Wesley,”  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

Dr.  Allan  Billman,  pastor,  agreed 


UNCLE  VAN  CARTER 


Louisiana  Sunday  School  withdrew 
from  its  pioneer  work,  and  Camp 
Lassa  was  sold  to  the  Y.M.C.A. 

In  1941,  Dr.  Brisco  Carter,  the 
brother  of  Van  Carter,  passed  away 
while  serving  the  Mooringsport 
church.  Van  Carter  was  called  upon 
to  fill  out  the  year,  and  in  these 
unusual  trends  of  events,  he  then 
offered  himself  to  the  traveling  min¬ 
istry  to  take  up  the  unfinished  work 
of  his  brother.  Thus,  at  the  age  of 
63,  Van  Carter  was  admitted  on 
trial  and  appointed  to  the  Moorings¬ 
port  church.  He  served  this  charge, 
Belcher-Gilliam,  Jackson,  and  was 
at  the  Bethel  church  when  he  died. 

The  restless  soul  of  Van  Carter 
has  been  released  from  the  restric¬ 
tions  of  an  infirm  body,  and  he 
walks  in  the  wider  vistas  of  God’s 
new  world.  Goodbye,  Uncle  Van,  un¬ 
til  we  meet  again! 

“.  .  .  .  the  hour  is  hastening  on 

When  we  shall  be  forever  with 
the  Lord, 

When  disappointment,  grief,  and 
fear  are  gone, 

Sorrow  forgot,  love’s  purest  joys 
restored. 

Be  still,  my  soul:  When  change 
and  tears  are  past, 

All  safe  and  blessed  we  shall  meet 
at  last.” 


M.  S.  DAY  SET  FOR 
JUNE  10 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  appreciation  felt  by  those  who 
have  been  assisted  by  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

“In  1949,  I  was  graduated  from 
Centenary  College  after  having  my 
tuition  paid  for  four  years  by  the 
Methodist  scholarship  fund,”  Mrs. 
Herlong  wrote.  “This  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  attend  a  church 
institution  rather  than  a  state  one. 
My  major  was  primary  education, 
and  I  now  teach  in  a  local  school. 
This  letter  is  a  small  way  of  telling 
you,  who  can  tell  others,  that  we 
who  received  help  from  the  schol¬ 
arship  fund  are  very  grateful.” 


with  his  Lutheran  parishioners  that 
their  namesake  should  be  memor¬ 
ialized  in  glaziers’  art. 

“After  all,  Luther  was  the  founder 
of  Protestantism,”  the  pastor  said. 

“We  can  all  benefit  by  sharing 
our  various  Protestant  heritages  for 
a  stronger  spirit  of  Christian  unity,” 
Mr.  Brown  added. 

Dr.  Billman  pointed  out  that  at 
least  27  different  denominations  are 
represented  by  his  flock’s  2,250  com¬ 
municant  members.  Less  than  half 
of  them  are  of  Methodist  back¬ 
ground. 


MAY  31,  1956 
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A  CHILDREN 

ANNIE  WINBURNE.  EDITOR 

\ 


THE  SINGING  BELL 


DING,  Dong,”  the  church  bells 
were  saying,  “Come  to 
church.  Come!  Come!  Come” 
Linda  Lou,  in  her  bed  near 
the  window  looked  out  at  the  bright 
sunshine.  Then  she  turned  her  head 
away. 

“What’s  the  matter,  honey?”  her 
mother  asked  as  she  saw  two  tears 
trickling  down  her  face. 

“I  want  to  go  to  Sunday  school,” 
said  Linda  Lou. 

“I’m  sorry,  dear.  You  will  have 
to  wait  a  while  longer.”  Then  her 
mother  brushed  her  curls  and  tied 
a  pink  ribbon  on  them.  She  put  a 
pink  jacket  over  her  pajamas.  “My, 
you  look  pretty,”  she  said.  “Now 
try  to  sleep  a  little.” 

Linda  Lou  closed  her  eyes,  but 
she  did  not  sleep.  She  kept  seeing 
the  bell  in  the  church  steeple 
swinging  back  and  forth,  and  the 
children  hurrying  along  to  Sunday 
school. 

Suddenly  she  heard  voices,  and 
there  was  a  light  tap  on  her  door. 

“Come  in,”  she  called,  rubbing 
her  eyes. 

The  door  opened  and  the  boys 
and  girls  in  her  Sunday  school  class 
followed  their  teacher,  Miss  Lan- 
don,  into  the  room. 

Jim  handed  Linda  Lou  one  of  the 
classbooks  they  had  brought,  and 
Ruth  placed  a  bouquet  of  flowers 
and  a  Bible  on  her  table. 

After  the  children  found  places 
to  sit,  Miss  Landon  said,  “We  are 
going  to  have  our  Sunday  school 
class  here  this  morning  with  you, 
Linda  Lou.” 

As  the  boys  and  girls  looked  at 
the  picture  Miss  Landon  told  the 
story  of  Jesus  healing  the  sick  man. 
Then  she  prayed,  “Dear  God,  we 
thank  Thee  for  making  Linda  Lou 
well  again.  Please  take  care  of  all 
our  children  and  help  them  to  do 
what  thou  wouldst  have  them  do. 
Amen.” 

When  the  prayer  was  finished, 
Miss  Randon  said,  “It  is  such  a 
beautiful  morning.  Shall  we  all  sing 
a  happy  song?” 

So  the  children  sang  about  the 
spring  time. 

“Our  memory  verse  today  is, 
‘Pray  one  for  another,’  ”  said  Miss 
Landon. 

The  children  repeated  the  verse. 
They  learned  to  say  it  very  quick¬ 
ly.  It  was  exactly  what  Miss  Lan¬ 
don  had  done.  She  had  prayed  for 
Linda  Lou. 

“What  would  you  like  to  sing, 
Linda  Lou?”  asked  Miss  Landon. 

“Let’s  sing  about  the  church 
bells,”  said  Linda  Lou. 

This  was  the  song  the  children 
liked  best.  They  sang  it,  ending 
with  the  “Come,  come,  come”  of 
the  bells. 

The  church  bells  were  ringing  in 
the  distance. 

Linda  Lou  was  sitting  up  in  bed 
smiling.  “I  will  try  to  come  to  Sun¬ 
day  school  next  time  the  bells  call,” 
she  said. 

Linda  Lou’s  mother  had  come  in¬ 
to  the  room. 

“Thank  you,  boys  and  girls,  for 


coming  to  see  Linda  Lou,”  she  said. 
“Today  the  church  bells  did  not 
bring  Linda  Lou  to  Sunday  school, 
but  they  brought  the  Sunday  school 
to  Linda  Lou.” — My  Sunday  Paper. 


WHEN  I’M  THANKFUL 

“I  can’t  think  what  you  can  find 
to  sing  about,”  said  a  blackbird  to 
a  thrush,  who  was  pouring  out  a 
joyous  carol,  from  the  top  of  an  old 
stump. 

“Can’t  you?”  said  the  thrush.  “I 
can’t  help  singing  when  I’m  thank¬ 
ful.” 

“That’s  just  it.”  said  the  black¬ 
bird.  “I  can  sing  as  well  as  anyone 
when  there’s  anything  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  for;  but  the  ground  is  as  hard 
as  iron,  there  isn’t  a  berry  in  the 
garden,  and  where  I  am  to  get  my 
breakfast  from  I’m  sure  I  don’t 
know.  Perhaps  you  have  had 
yours?” 

“Not  yet,”  said  the  thrush. 

“Well,  I  would  wait  for  my  song 
till  I  had  found  some  if  I  were 
you.”  said  the  blackbird. 

“I’ve  never  gone  without  it  yet, 
and  I’ve  no  doubt  I  shall  find  some 
presently;  at  all  events,  it  is  a 
fancy  I  have  to  begin  the  day  with 
a  song. — Selected. 


When  my  mother  caught  my  lit¬ 
tle  brother  in  his  first  lie,  she  was 
so  distressed  that  she  told  him  to 
leave  her  .sight  and  not  call  her 
Mommy  again.  After  quite  a  long 
time,  he  timidly  approached  her 
and  said,  “  Lady,  can  I  call  you 
Mommy  now?” — N.  Y.  News. 


THERE’S  A  RULE 

By  Elizabeth  B.  Jones 

“I  think,”  said  Betty,  “that  I 
shall  give  an  invitation  to  every¬ 
one  in  my  room'  except  Jeannette.” 
.  “Oh,”  said  her  mother,  “I 
wouldn’t  leave  Jeannette  out  — 
that  would  be  unkind.” 

“But,  Mother,”  said  Betty,  “Jean¬ 
nette  is  so  awful!  No  one  likes  her, 
and  no  one  wants  her  at  a  pdrty.” 

“Poor  child,”  Mother  said  sadly. 

“But,  Mother,”  said  Betty  again, 
“it  is  her  own  fault.  Why  do  you 
feel  sorry  for  her?” 

“I  was  thinking,”  said  Mother, 
“that  it  is  too  bad  Jeannette  has  not 
learned  to  be  lovable,  and  make 
friends.” 

“She  is  so  selfish  and  unkind,” 
said  Betty,  “that  no  one  wants  to 
play  with  her.” 

“Just  the  same,”  said  Mother, 
“I  want  you  to  invite  her/  How 
would  you  like  to  be  left  out? 
Perhaps  you  can  help  her.  You 
know,  you  have  learned  in  Sunday 
school  that  we  have  a  rule  to  fol¬ 
low  if  we  want  to  be  happy,  and  to 
make,  others  happy.  It  is  the 
Golden  Rule.” 

“Oh,  yes,”  said  Betty,  “I  know 
the  Golden  Rule,  but  I  didn’t 
know  that  it  meant  anyone — like 
Jeannette.” 

“It  means  everyone,”  said 
Mother,  “especially  people  like 
Jeannette.  It  is  easy  to  be  kind  to 
those  we  like,  but  to  be  really  kind 
is  to  be  kind  to  those  we  do  not 
like.  Wouldn’t  you  like  to  help 
Jeannette  be  a  more  lovable  girl?” 

“Oh,  yes!”  said  Betty,  very  glad¬ 
ly.  “I  never  thought  of  it  that 
way.” 

“Well,  then,”  said  Mother,  “in¬ 


PLANNING  FOR  SUMMER  DAYS 

I’m  planning  something  nice,  I  think, 
For  the  long  summer  days, 

I’ll  try  to  make  folks  happy 
In  a  lot  of  different  ways. 

If  little  friends  are  ill 

In  the  days  that  lie  ahead 
I’ll  take  a  pretty  bouquet 

From  my  little  flower  bed. 

I’ll  be  thoughtful  of  the  grownups 
To  make  them  happy,  too, 

A  little  girl  can  think  of  oh. 

So  many  things  to  do. — A.E.W. 


vite  Jeannette  and  be  kind  to  her.” 

“Oh,  I  will!”  exclaimed  Betty; 
“I  couldn’t  be  happy  now  if  I 
didn’t  invite  Jeannette.” — In  The 
Young  Soldier. 


STARLIGHT  TIME 

By  Marguerite  Lane 

The  cow  and  the  pony 
Are  taking  their  rest; 

The  little  grey  squirrel 
Cuddles  doum  in  his  nest; 

Now  over  the  meadows, 

The  long  shadows  creep; 

All  God’s -  little  creatures 
Are  falling  asleep. 

The  wind  and  the  leaves 
Hum  their  sweet  lullabies; 

The  wise  owl  looks  down 
With  his  big  watchful  eyes; 

Each  little  star  winks 
As  it  looks  down  on  you; 

And  now  very  soon 
You  will  be  asleep  too. 

— In  The  Christian  Advocate. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


A  man  and  his  wife  were  doing 
a  little  fly  hunting  about  the  house. 
“How  many  have  you  killed?”  she 
asked  after  a  while.  “Six”,  replied 
three  females.”  “How  absurd!” 
sniffed  the  wife.  “How  could  you 
tell  if  they  were  males  or  females?” 
“Easy,  my  dear,”  he  said.  “Three 
were  on  the  apple  pie  and  three 
were  on  the  mirror.” 

*  *  * 

The  teacher,  having  given  what 
she  thought  was  a  clear  and  simple 
explanation  of  the  intricacies  of  the 
calendar  asked:  “Now,  tell  me 
what  month  has  28  days?”  After 
some  thought,  the  bright  boy  of 
the  class  held  up  a  tiny  hand: 
“Please  Miss,  they  all  have.” 


*  *  * 

A  young  mother  finally  tucked 
her  small  son  into  bed  after  an  un¬ 
usually  trying  day.  That’s  when  she 
sighed,  “Well,  I’ve  certainly  worked 
from  son-up  to  son-down.” 


The  minister  stood  at  the  door 
of  his  church  greeting  the  children 
as  they  came  to  attend  Sunday 
school.  Recognizing  one  little  fel¬ 
low,  the  minister  said:  “I’m  glad  to 
see  you  here  today,  Bobby.  What 
do  you  expect  to  learn  this  morn¬ 
ing?” 

“That’s  easy,”  replied  the  lad 
brightly,  “the  date  of  the  Sunday 
school  picnic.” — Country  Gentle- 
man. 


An  enterprising  lad  went  to  the 
local  grocer’s  shop  seeking  employ¬ 
ment  on  Saturday  mornings. 

“Well,”  boomed  the  shopkeeper, 
looking  down  at  the  lad,  “I  need  a 
smart  boy  to  work  partly  in  the 
shop  and  partly  out  in  the  yard. 
Interested?” 

“Yes,  sir  —  but  what  do  I  do  if 
someone  wants  the  door  shut?”  — 
Tit- Bits,  London. 
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Christian  Education 

NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A,  Brumley 
Year  of  The  Best 

Last  year  'we  were  able  to  re¬ 
port  progress  on  many  items  of 
our  Christian  education  program, 
realizing  that  it  would  probably 
be  difficult  to  surpass  these  rec¬ 
ords.  Again  this  year,  we  are  able 
to  report  increases  on  some  of  these 
programs. 

We  have  shown  nearly  a  thou¬ 
sand  increase  in  Vacation  School 
enrollment,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  summer  of  ’55  as 
compared  with  the  summer  of  ’54. 

Our  Conference  Youth  Rally  was 
probably  the  most  effective  con¬ 
ference-wide  youth  rally  we  have 
ever  had.  We  were  amazed  at  the 
number  attending  the  workshop 
session  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
of  the  rally.  We  had  expected  at 
most  400,  but  600  showed  up  for 
the  groups. 

Our  Children’s  Workers’  Confer¬ 
ence  was  the  best  attended  we  have 
ever  had  and  the  program  was  most 
effective. 

Our  Church  School  Rally  Day 
offerings  have  set  an  all-time  high, 
totaling  $5,494.29,  with  the  largest 
number  of  churches  we  have  ever 
had  participating. 

Our  conference-wide  tr  a  i  n  i  n  g 
program  ha  salso  reached  an  all- 
time  hight.  We  have  had  a  total  of 
160  training  enterprises,  in  which 
our  people  have  participated,  an 
enrollment  of  5,949,  with  3,786 
course  cards  granted.  There  are 
I  yet  three  training  enterprises  to  be 
I  reported  by  the  end  of  May,  which 
will  bring  our  total  number  of  en¬ 
terprises  to  163  and  the  enrollment 
to  more  than  6,000. 

The  training  report  •  by  districts 


is  as  follows: 

Batesville  District  .  413 

Conway  District  .  428 

Fayetteville  District  .  657 

i  Forrest  City  District  .  234 

Fort  Smith  District  .  573 

Jonesboro  District  .  811 

i  Paragould  District  .  383 

Searcy  District  .  287 


Two  contributing  factors  have 
accounted,  in  a  large  measure,  for 
I  the  increases  in  training  program 
I  this  year. 

The  one-unit  local  church  train- 
|  ing  enterprise  accounts  for  more 
;  than  3,600  of  the  enrollment  in 
training  schools.  Many  pastors  are 
conducting  their  own  training  en¬ 
terprises  on  the  one-unit  school 
basis. 

Our  Coaching  Conferences  in  the 
preparation  of  special  leaders  for 
|  certain  courses  have  been  an  im- 

Iportant  factor.  The  course  on  The 
Work  of  the  Local  Church  and  on 
The  Christian  Mission  in  a  Revo¬ 
lutionary  World  have  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  many  of  the  schools  and 
the  large  enrollment. 


Youth  Assembly  Registration 

Ten  days  in  advance  of  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Youth  Assembly  the  reg¬ 
istration  for  the  Youth  Assembly 
is  most  encouraging.  The  Assembly 
is  now  open  to  any  young  person 
within  the  age  range  of  16-23. 
Should  a  local  church  have  failed 
to  register  young  people  there  is 
still  a  possibility  of  getting  such 
young  persons  into  the  assembly, 
if  contact  is  made  immediately 
with  the  Conference  office  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  Ft.  Smith 
Paragould,  and  Forrest  City  Dis¬ 
tricts  are  leading  in  registrations  to 


INSTITUTE  OF 
CHURCH  MUSIC 

At  Mt.  Sequoyah,  July  23-27,  will 
be  conducted  the  second  session  of 
the  Institute  of  Church  Music,  in 
connection  with  the  Jurisdictianal 
Leadership  School.  It  is  a  coopera¬ 
tive  task  in  which  the  General  and 
Annual  Conference  boards  of  edu¬ 
cation  are  joining  forces  in  offer¬ 
ing  an  opportunity  for  further 
training. 

In  announcing  the  institute,  Dr. 
Walter  Towner  of  the  Department 
of  General  Church  School  Work 
has  this  to  say  about  the  program 
—  “In  all  Methodist  Churches, 
there  are  persons  in  charge  of  the 
music.  Some  have  had  little  special 
training  as  Church  musicians. 
Some  are  professionally  trained. 
All  degrees  of  skill  and  background 
are  represented  among  them. 
But  they  all  have  one  thing 
in  common:  They  are  eager  to  im¬ 
prove  -  regardless  of  whether  their 
present  level  of  skill  is  outstand¬ 
ingly  high  or  not  so  good.  For  all 
of  these,  this  institute  is  planned.” 

Among  the  leaders  will  be  Dr. 
Austin  C.  Lovelace,  professor  of 
music  at  Garnett  Biblical  Institute, 
Dr.  Wm.  C.  Rice,  Professor  of 
music  at  Baker  University,  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Rauchenbusch  of  At¬ 
lanta,  a  musician  and  Christian  ed¬ 
ucator  of  children.  Dr.  Towner  will 
serve  as  director  of  the  institute.  , 

If  interested  in  attending,  write 
the  Conference  Office,  and  folder 
will  be  forwarded  including  regis¬ 
tration  blank  and  giving  all  need¬ 
ed  information. — Roy  E.  Fawcett. 


YOUNG  ADULTS 
AT  HENDRIX 

The  fourth  Annual  Young  Adult 
Conference  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  will  be  held  on  the 
Hendrix  campus  June  9-10.  Hus¬ 
band  and  wife  attending  together 
will  be  assigned  a  room  in  the 
girls  dormitory.  Men  attending  a- 
lone  will  sleep  in  the  boys’  dormi¬ 
tory  and  girls  in  the  girls’  dormi¬ 
tory. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hicks  will  lead  three 
Bible  messages,  two  Saturday  and 
one  Sunday,  all  from  the  Book  of 
Psalms.  Dr.  Hicks  will  also  be  the 
speaker  fo-r  the  Sunday  morning 
service. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Connell  Of 
Clinton  will  lead  one  hour  of  rec¬ 
reation  Saturday  afternoon  and  one 
hour  again  on  Saturday  evening. 

Sunday  morning  James  H.  Wood¬ 
ward,  Young  Adult  Teacher  of  the 
Lakewood  Methodist  Church,  N  o  . 
Little  Rock,  will  lead  an  hour  lec¬ 
ture  and  discussion  On  “The 
Trends  of  Young  Adults.”  Comit- 
tee  and  business  meetings  will  be 
Sunday  afternoon  and  the  officers 
for  the  1957  Conference  will  be 
elected. 

All  Young  Adult  classes  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  are 
urged  to  send  delegates  to  this 
Conference. 

The  cost  for  the  entire  weekend 
is  $4.00  per  person.  This  includes 
meals,  lodging,  registration  and  in¬ 
surance.  The  cost  for  Sunday  only 
is  75  cents  for  the  noon  meal. 

Each  delegate  is  asked  to  bring 
pillow,  sheets,  covers  and  Bible. 


date. 

The  Conference  Youth  Council 
has  been  faithful  in  its  work  to 
provide  a  most  effective  conference 
Youth  Assembly. 


Woman's  Society  of 
Christian  Service 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Approximately  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  ladies  attended  the  an¬ 
nual  covered  dish  luncheon  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Camden,  May  14,  in  the  parlors  of 
the  church. 

Mrs.  Nelson  Thornton,  president, 
welcomed  and  introduced  guests, 
and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Harris  explained 
the  significance  of  the  life  mem¬ 
bership  pin.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Atkins,  pro¬ 
gram  chairman,  presented  Mrs.  D. 
W.  Harrell  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  pledge  service.  Mrs.  Will  Mose¬ 
ley  presented  Baby  Memberships 
to  Brenda  Katherine  J  e  f  f  r  i  es, 
Thomas  Michael  Soffos,  Frances 
White  Ussery,  and  Adult  Member¬ 
ships  to  Mrs.  Patsy  King,  Mrs.  Fred 
Walker,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Fara- 
bough,  Mrs.  Patsy  Thorpe,  Mrs. 
Sam  Sanders,  Mrs.  Ed  Pace,  Mrs. 
Cora  Lee  Westbrook,  Mrs.  Beulah 
Smedley,  Mrs.  Mattie  Coverston, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Scott,  Mrs.  Martha  At¬ 
kins,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Womack, 
Mrs.  Orville  Anderson,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Grigley,  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Elizabeth 
Moseley. 

*  *  * 

The  following  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  at  a  meeting  May  30  in 
the  evening  for  the  Cameron  Wake¬ 
field  Woman’s  Society:  President, 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Korenagy;  vice-presi- 
den,  Miss  Iris  Pichnic;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Welch,  treas¬ 


urer,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Davis. 

A  Life  Membership  was  presen¬ 
ted  to  Mrs.  Conway  LeBleu,  and 
going  away  showers  were  given  for 
Mrs.  John  Fakes  and  Mrs.  Perry 
Chance. 

•  *  * 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  St. 
Luke’s  Chtfrch,  El  Dorado,  met 
May  14  for  an  installation  service. 
Those  installed  are:  Mrs.  Albert 
Spooner,  president;  Mrs.  R  u  f  i  e 
Rowland,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Jes¬ 
sie  Dollar,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  sanctuary  was  lighted  only 
by  the  cross  behind  the  altar.  A 
bowl  of  red  roses  was  on  the  com¬ 
munion  table  and  cups  of  water 
and  white  bread  were  placed  on 
the  chancel  rail. 

As  the  group  sang  “Rise  Up,  O 
Men  of  God,”  the  new  officers 
came  to  the  altar  and  read  re¬ 
sponsively  the  scriptures  with  the 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  S.  Cazort.  Each 
officer  knelt  to  receive  the  bread 
and  water  as  a  symbol  of  service 
while  meditations  were  given  by 
Mrs.  Irene  Williams. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the 
singing  of  “Lead  On,  O  King  Eter¬ 
nal,”  and  the  benediction.  Mrs.  Ro¬ 
land  Lounis  was  the  accompanist 
for  the  service. 

*  *  * 

The  following  Officers  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  Hen¬ 
derson  Methodist  Church  were  in¬ 
stalled  at  the  Evening  Service  on 
May  20,  1956: 

President,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Seamans; 
Vice  President,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Crook; 
Secretary,  Mrs  Bertha  Figley. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  —  NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


Bank  Balance,  May  31,  1955  $12,637.40 

RECEIPTS: 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $42,463.53 

W.S.G .  11,166.62 

Special  Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  4,710.00 

W.S.G .  1,385.00 

Missionary  Projects: 

W.S.C.S .  3,408.88 

W.S.G .  175.85 

Emma  Nell  Wayland: 

W.S.C.S .  275.55 

W.S.G .  37.00 

Treasure  Chest: 

W.S.C.S .  1,835.64 

W.S.G .  454.07 

In  Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S .  332.00 

W.S.G .  10.00 

Children : 

W.S.C.S .  123.00 

World  Federation: 

W.S.C.S .  .20 

Norris  Scholarship: 

W.S.G .  25.00  » 

Thank  Offering: 

W.S.C.S .  16.87 

Supply— Home : 

W.S.C.S .  5,618.34 

W.S.G .  1,055.33 

Supply— Foreign : 

W.S.C.S .  3,053.25 

W.S.G .  497.80 

Methodist  Hospital: 

W.S.C.S .  50.00 

Narcotic  Education: 

W.S.C.S .  959.10 

W.S.G .  167.30 

Week  Prayer: 

W.S.C.S .  3,990.98 

W.S.G .  844.91 

Miscellaneous : 

W.S.C.S .  37.00 

W.S.G .  11.25 

Total— W.S.C.S . $66,874.25 

Total— W.S.G . $15,830.13 

TOTAL,  received  from 

District  Treasurers  . $82,704.38 


OTHER  RECEIPTS: 


Booneville  Project  . $  400.00 

MYF  .  1,441.49 

Refunds  .  240.37 

Supply  W  D  C  S  .  325.00 

Missionary  Project, 

Searcy  District  .  45.00 

CSR  &  LCA  .  240.00 

Pins  .  8.00 

Hendrix  Offering  .  22.32 


Conference  Collections . $  1,359.53 


$  4,081.71 

$  4,081.71 


TOTAL  to  be  accounted  for . $99,423.49 


DISBURSEMENTS: 
TO  DIVISION 
Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 


$33,506.25 
.  10,688.03 


Special  Memberships: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Missionary  Projects: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Treasure  Chest: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

In  Remembrance: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Children : 

W.S.C.S . 

MYF: 

W.S.C.S . 

World  Federation : 

W.S.C.S . 

Total— W.S.C.S . 

Total— W.S.G . 

TOTAL  on  Appropriation  . 

Supply — Home  . $ 

Supply — Foreign  . 

Week  Prayer  . 

Division  Cultivation  . 

Bonding  . 

Miscellaneous  . 


4,865.00 

1,360.00 

3.453.88 
135.35 

1,835.64 

454.07 

332.00 

5.00 

123.09 

1,441.49 

.20 

. $45,557.55 

. $12,642.45 

.  $58,200.00 

6,460.17 

3,551.05 

4.835.89 
37.56 
51.66 
24.25 


$14,960.58 

$14, 

Total  sent  to  ivision  .... 

. $73, 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS: 
COOPERATIVE 

Booneville  Project  . 

400.00 

Sunshine  Fund  . 

100.00 

Car  Expense  . 

2,576.11 

CSR  &  LCA  . 

United  Council 

79.14 

Church  Women  . 

50.00 

Narcotic  Education  . 

1,000.00 

Dora  Hoover  Scholarship 

350.00 

Teacher  Training  . 

300.00 

Workshop — Aldersgate  . 

404.23 

Workers  Insurance  . 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

18.00 

Jurisdiction  Cultivation 

525.84 

District  Cultivation  . 

3,179.92 

Conference  Cultivation  . 

2,363.77 

Jurisdiction  Meeting  . 

Jurisdiction  School 

253.33 

Missions  . 

Conference  School 

141.75 

Missions  . , . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

243.40 

Deaconess  Dues  . 

■■••$ 

4.00 

Hospital  Refund  . 

50.00 

Printing  . 

658.87 

Honorarium  . 

65.00 

Audit  . 

40.00 

Postage  . 

50.00 

Supplies  . 

325.00 

Cards  . 

100.00 

Miscellaneous  . 

156.06 

$13,434.42 

Other  Disbursements  . $13,434.42 

Total  Disbursements  .  86,595.00 

Balance  in  Bank,  May  31,  1956  ...  12,828.49 

Total  to  be  accounted  for  .  99,423.49 

Mrs.  William  Hall, 
Treasurer 

(Continued  next  week) 
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MISS  PEGGY  DONALDSON  will  become  di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Work  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Minden  on  June  1.  Rev.  Dan  R. 
Robinson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  Mother’s  Day  service 
at  the  Oak  Ridge  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
May  13. 

AN  OUTSIDE  LIGHTED  CROSS  has  been 
placed  on  the  Tangipahoa  Methodist 
Church.  The  cross  was  made  possible  by  a 
special  gift  to  the  church  by  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers. 

A  HOME-COMING  DAY  celebration  was  held 
at  the  Pine  Ridge  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  May  20.  Rev.  Clayton  W.  Bennett,  a 
former  pastor,  was  the  guest  preacher  at  the 
morning  worship  service. 

MRS.  MAXINE  WATKINS  will  become  educa¬ 
tional  director  at  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  June  1,  according  to  announce¬ 
ment.  Mrs.  Watkins  comes  from  Alexandria 
where  she  has  served  in  a  similar  capacity  for 
six  years. 

IN  OBSERVANCE  of  National  Family  Week  a 
Family  Night  potluck  supper  was  served 
at  the  Tangipahoa  Methodist  Church  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  9.  A  period  of  fellowship  singing  was 
followed  by  the  showing  of  the  film,  “Far  From 
Alone.” 

REV.  W.  C.  BARHAM,  pastor  of  the  Columbia 
Methodist  Church,  preached  the  sermon 
for  the  graduating  class  of  the  Columbia  High 
School  on  Sunday  evening,  May  27.  John  Barker 
Barham,  son  of  Mr.  Barham,  was  a  member  of 
the  class. 

REV.  EDWARD  R.  THOMAS,  pastor  of  the 
Hammond  Methodist  Church,  preached  at 
the  first  anniversary  observance  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Independence  Methodist  Church  on 
May  20.  Mr.  Thomas  officiated  at  the  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  of  the  church  a  year  ago. 

A  FELLOWSHIP  SUPPER  was  served  at  the 
Tangipahoa  Methodist  Church  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  May  16.  The  fish  served  were 
caught  and  prepared  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Pike.  Other  women  of  the  church  furnished 
other  items  to  make  it  a  complete  meal.  Some 
75  persons  were  present. 

HARRY  LITTLE,  missionary  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  told  of  his 
work  and  showed  pictures  of  the  work  in  Africa 
at  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder 
on  Sunday  evening,  May  20.  Mrs.  Little  also 
teaches  in  a  school  at  the  Kapanga  Mission  Sta¬ 
tion. 

A  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL  is  being 
held  at  the  Wakefield  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Cameron,  May  28  through  June  1. 
Jenning  Jones,  Jr.,  Sunday  School  superinten¬ 
dent,  called  a  special  meeting  on  Sunday,  May 
13,  of  all  workers  to  organize  activities  and  dis¬ 
tribute  supplies  for  the  school. 

A  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL  was  held  at 
the  Pine  Ridge  Methodist  Church,  May  7-13, 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  54.  A  pro¬ 
gram,  presented  on  the  closing  day  of  the  school, 
was  attended  by  a  large  group  of  parents  and 
friends.  Hugh  D.  Young  was  director.  , 

DR.  E.  E.  WHITE,  dentist  of  Hammond,  gave 
a  memorial  to  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Hammond,  in  memory  of  his  father,  Rev.  George 
P.  White,  who  died  in  Hammond  on  June  28, 
1953.  The  memorial  given  by  Dr.  White  for  his 
father  will  furnish  the  dining  room  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation. 

REV.  WILLIAM  E.  HOWELL,  chaplain  of  the 
301st  Bomb  Wing  at  Barksdale,  spoke  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  on  Sunday 
evening,  May  13,  on  “Facing  Life’s  Demands.” 
Chaplain  Howell  has  served  at  Barksdale  Air 


Force  Base  since  he  returned  from  a  two-year 
tour  of  duty  in  Labrador.  He  was  a  chaplain  in 
Korea  during  World  War  II. 

THOMAS  H.  RHODES  \&as  elected  chairman 
of  the  Official  Board  of  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  at  its  recent 
May  meeting.  Mr.  Rhodes,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  new  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  which  was  organized  in  June  of 
1955.  He  succeeds  T.  C.  Landrum  in  the  office. 
W.  C.  Hornsey  was  elected  vice-chairman,  and 
C.  C.  DeJong  was  re-elected  secretary. 

MRS.  CLAUDE  COCHRAN  of  Shreveport  was 
the  speaker  in  special  services  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden  last  week.  Mrs. 
Cochran  returned  recently  from  a  tour  of  44 
countries  in  various  parts  of  the  world  which 
had  as  its  purpose  the  observing  of  the  work 
being  done  by  all  Christian  missions.  She  was 
one  of  a  group  of  40  men  and  women  who  made 
the  trip.  Mrs.  Cochran  is  a  leader  in  the  work 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana. 

MISS  JEAN  ALICE  FLOWERS,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers,  pastor  of  the  Mangum 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  and 
Mrs.  Flowers,  won  the  “Dean  R.  E.  Smith  Award” 
for  1956,  given  to  the  Senior  student  of  Centen¬ 
ary  College  who  has  contributed  most  during 
the  year  in  the  promotion  of  religion  and  re¬ 
ligious  activities  on  the  campus.  Miss  Flowers 
was  also  named  one  of  seven  slated  to  receive 
her  degree  “cum  laude”  at  commencement  ex¬ 
ercises  on  Sunday,  May  27.  During  her  years 
at  Centenary  she  has  maintained  an  average  of 
2.62  of  a  possible  3  in  her  studies. 

1%/IISS  DORIS  EVELYN  BARHAM  received 
ItI  the  degree  of  Master  of  Sacred  Music  on 
May  29  from  the  School  of  Sacred  Music,  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City.  While 
attending  Union  Theological  Seminary  Miss 
Barham  has  been  organist-choirmaster  at  Lin¬ 
coln  Park  Community  Church  in  Yonkers,  New 
York,  and  an  assistant  conductor  to  Alfred 
Greenfield,  conductor  of  the  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  Glee  Club.  Miss  Barham  plans  to  take 
a  church  position  in  the  capacity  of  Minister  of 
Music  following  graduation.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Barham  of  Columbia, 
Louisiana. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  KNIGHT,  pastor  of  the  Wis- 
ner  Methodist  Church,  on  Sunday,  May  20, 
baptized  his  grandson,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
James  E.  McClendon,  at  the  Metairie  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  Dr.  McClendon,  who 
finished  in  medicine  last  June  from  Tulane 
University  and  who  is  now  completing  his  in¬ 
ternship  at  Charity  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
will  complete  two  years  of  residency  at  the  Hos¬ 
pital  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  his  home  city,  be¬ 
fore  being  assigned  to  a  foreign  mission  hospital 
by  the  Mission  Board  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  McClendon  is  a  graduate  in  Nursing  Edu¬ 
cation  from  Louisiana  State  University  and  the 
affiliated  Charity  Hospital  School  of  Nursing  in 
New  Orleans  and  is  a  registered  nurse. 

RABBI  LOUIS  BINSTOCK,  of  Temple  Sho- 
lom,  Chicago,  Ill.,  says:  “In  Judaism  ‘peace’ 
has  always  been  the  primary  objective  of  all 
our  prayers  and  purposes,  dreams  and  hopes. 
We  have  been  constantly  urged  to  seek  peace 
and  pursue  it.  We  believe  that  if  all  the  re¬ 
ligious  forces,  especially  in  these  United  States, 
would  unite  in  lifting  up  their  voices  in  prayer 
on  regularly  stated  occasions  throughout  the 
year,  and  not  for  just  one  week  or  one  month; 
that  if  they  would  unite  under  one  common 
roof  and  use  a  common  language,  meaningful 
and  inspirational  to  all,  then  this  continued 
mass  bombardment  of  mankind  with  God’s 
eternal  command  would  ultimately  bring  per¬ 
manent  peace  upon  this  earth.” 

FR  the  first  time  in  history,  the  “Fellowship 
of  Christian  Athletes”  will  sponsor  August 
19  to  August  23  a  summer  conference  for  college 
and  high  school  athletes,  300  college  athletes, 


150  high  school  athletes,  and  50  coaches.  The 
conference  will  be  held  in  Estes  Park,  Colorado 
The  program  will  include  lectures,  discussions 
“bull”  sessions  on  athletic  and  spiritual  topics’ 
instruction  in  various  sports,  mountain  .climbing 
tennis,  fishing,  boating  swimming,  horseback 
riding,  etc.  Among  the  specialists  announced  to 
attend  and  to  counsel  the  athletes  are  Branch 
Rickey  in  baseball;  Forrest  Allen,  basketball; 
Dean  Cromwell,  track;  Bab  Richards,  track; 
Doak  Walker,  football;  Otto  Graham,  football; 
Biggie  Munn,  football;  Tom  Harmon,  sports  an¬ 
nouncing. 

4MONG  students  who  graduated  with  high  dis¬ 
tinction  at  the  Southwestern  Louisiana  In¬ 
stitute  commencement  exercises  on  Sunday,  May 
20,  were  two  active  Wesley  Foundation  members. 
Marilyn  Sue  Hoff,  Covington,  and  Jerome  Rudi- 
sill  Long,  Lafayette,  were  graduated  with  a  2.6 
average,  or  above,  earned  in  residence  at  S.L.I. 
Miss  Hoff  was  president  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  in  1954-55,  and  participated  in  the  M.S.M. 
Caravan  program,  Memphis  Area,  in  the  summer 
of  1955.  Mr.  Long  was  World  Christian  Com¬ 
munity  Chairman  on  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Council  during  1955-56,  and  attended  the  San 
Antonio  Work  Camp  in  the  summer  of  1955. 
Other  Wesley  Foundation  seniors  graduating 
with  distinction,  at  least  2.3  academic  average, 
were  Marline  Calcote,  Bunkie;  Karl  Cavanaugh, 
Gretna;  Carl  Norton,  Jennings;  and  Elizabeth 
Roberts,  Lafayette. 

AMISSIONARY  ORATORIO,  with  a  Bible- 
based  lyric  and  with  both  Oriental  and 
Occidental  musical  styles,  combined  to  give  an 
international  Christian  message,  has  been 
composed  by  Dean  Henry  H.  Presler,  of  India 
and  America,  and  is  being  presented  to  Ameri¬ 
can  audiences  after  a  premiere  in  India.  Dr. 
Presler,  who  was  born  in  Valley  City,  N.  D., 
and  is  dean  of  the  Post-Graduafe  School  of 
Leonard  Theological  College,  Jabalpur,  M.  P., 
India,  is  the  author  of  the  oratorio,  which  is 
entitled,  “The  Missionary  Suite.”  He  has  been 
a  Methodist  missionary  in  India  since  1937,  and 
his  production  grows  out  of  his  work  there.  The 
score  was  presented  several  times  in  India,  the 
last  being  by  the  Landour  Community  Choir, 
consisting  of  some  60  missionaries  from  several 
denominations. 

MORE  than  a  thousand  young  people  from 
the  Christian  churches  of  the  United  States, 
South  America,  Europe  and  some  countries  of 
Asia  are  expected  to  enroll  in  “ecumenical  work 
camps”  this  summer  under  auspices  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  These  camps  have 
been  described  as  “an  adventure  in  living  to¬ 
gether  with  young  people  who  differ  from  each 
other  in  national  customs,  ways  of  worship, 
personal  backgrounds  and  convictions,  race  and 
church  affiliations.  They  work  together  in 
service  projects  about  six  hours  per  day,  study 
together,  and  worship  together.  Projects  plan¬ 
ned  for  this  year  include  building  a  church  for 
refugees,  remodeling  youth  and  training  centers, 
erecting  a  center  for  handicapped  children, 
building  a  chapel  for  isolated  fishermen,  etc. 
This  year’s  projects  are  located  in  some  thirteen 
countries  in  Europe;  in  India,  Indonesia,  Japan, 
Korea,  the  Philippines,  in  Georgia,  Michigan, 
Missouri,  New  York  and  West  Virginia. 


FIRST  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
WEEKDAY  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 

New  York,  N.Y.  —  To  help  chart  the  future  j 
course  of  the  weekday  church  school  movement 
and  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  communities 
to  exchange  experiences  in  this  field,  the  first 
National  Conference  on  Weekday  Religious  Edu¬ 
cation  is  scheduled  to  be  held  June  25-28,  at 
Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 

The  conference  has  been  called  by  the 
Weekday  Religious  Education  Committee  of  the  j 
National  Council  of  Churches.  The  Rev.  John 
S.  Groenfeldt,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  and  Evan¬ 
gelism  of  the  Moravian  Church  in  America, 
Northern  Province,  is  the  chairman. 

It  is  now  more  than  forty  years  since  the 
first  weekday  church  school  program  opened  m 
Gary,  Ind.,  Mr.  Groenfeldt  said.  Today  thousands 
of  communities  in  45  states  have  established  sim¬ 
ilar  systems  and  almost  three  million  pubhc 
school  student  of  all  faiths  are  excused  regularly 
to  attend  “released  time”  weekday  church  school 
classes. 


Page  Twelve 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Reports  On  Prayer  Vigil 

:  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  writes  as  fol¬ 
lows,  concerning  the  Prayer  Vigil 
at  Nolley  Memorial  Church,  Jena. 

j  “We  had  a  wonderful  Prayer 
Vigil  in  our  church. 

I  Every  period  was  taken.  There 
were  64  signed  up,  but  many  more 
came.  Many  were  early  and  stayed 
long  after  their  period  was  oyer. 
Others  came  back  just  to  be  there 
and  worship. 

personally,  I  did  not  want  to  be 
away  from  the  church  that  day; 
something  drew  me  there,  and  I 
was  only  away  when  I  had  to  be.” 

Rev.  Rex  Squires  sent  in  a  report 
on  the  Houma  Heights  Prayer  Vi¬ 
gil  as  reported  by  Mrs.  J.  D.  Ber¬ 
geron: 

“On  Sunday,  April  29th,  the 
Houma;  Heights  Charge  began  its 
Prayer  Vigil.  The  MYF’s  had  the 
first  hour  from  6  to  7.  This  hour  of 
praying  meant  more  to  them  than 
any  service  they  had  ever  had.  As 
a  group  they  went  to  the  altar  and 
dedicated  themselves  to  the  Lord. 
All  of  them  were  richly  blessed  by 
this  experience.  Dr.  Harper,  pastor 
of  the  Golden  Meadow  Church,  as¬ 
sisted  the  pastor  with  the  service 
that  night.  The  church  doors  were 
opened  all  night  for  those  who 
wanted  to  come  and  pray.  The  con¬ 
cluding  service  was  at  the  Bayou 
Blue  Church  with  Rev.  Robert 
Collie,  pastor  of  the  Lockport 
Church,  bringing  the  message.  This 
service  was  the  highlight  of  the  24 
hours  of  praying.  Young  and  old 
gave  their  testimonies  as  to  what 
blessings  and  experiences  they  had 
lad  from  this  Prayer  Vigil. 

One  young  woman  said  that 
;he  had  always  tried  to  live  a 
Christian  life  but  it  was  while  she 
vas  at  the  church  from  7  to  8  in' 
the  morning  that  she  really  let 
Ihe  Lord  speak  to  her  as  He  had 
lever  spoken  so  definitely  ,to  her 
it  that  time.  She  was  so  happy 
iver  her  Christian  experience  that 
ihe  prayed  the  rest  of  the  day.  She 
wanted  t  o  share  her  experience 
with  others.  Many  young  peaple 
laid  that  the  hour  they  spent  pray- 
ng  was  the  best  hour  of  their 
ives.  What  a  change  it  should 
>ring  to  the  charge  to  have  a 
iraying  charge.  Many  requested 
hat  a  Prayer  Vigil  be  a  monthly 
irogram  of  the  church.  God  has 
iurely  answered  prayers.” — W.  D. 
Soddie,  Chairman,  Louisiana  Con- 
erence  Board  of  Evangelism. 


YEARBOOK  TO  BE 
dedicated  TO  DR.  TRICE 

Doug  McLean,  editor  and  the 
rtaff  of  the  Wesley  Whirl,  Louisi- 
5n  a  State  University  Wesley 
'°undation  yearbook,  have  an- 
l°unced  that  this  year’s  publication 
J'U  be  dedicated  to  Dr.  William  E. 
_rice>  pastor  of  the  University 
“ethodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

dedication  statement  will  read: 
As  pastor  of  University  Metho- 
lst  Church  for  fifteen  years; 

As  a  friend  and  counselor  to  stu- 
lents; 

As  an  outstanding  minister  in  the 
'Ouisiana  Conference  and  a  nation- 
y  recognized  church  leader; 
s  an  outstanding  worker  with 
ouisiana  youth  on  both  high 
’  ool  and  coifggg  ievef. 

ecause  of  his  direct  influence 
and  contribution  to  our  Wes- 
y  oundation  and  its  program; 

nd  because  he  is  who  he  is; 
lot  il956  Wesley  Whirl  Staff  is 
,  ,0n^y  proud  but  honored  to  rec- 
snize  our  own  “DR.  TRICE”. 

31,  1956 


AWARDS  MADE 
AT  CENTENARY 

The  National  Methodist  Scholar¬ 
ships,  presented  annually  by  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  were  won  this  year  by 
.  Jackie  Ray  Crain  of  Mansfield, 
Eleanor  Justice  of  Waterproof  and 
Sue  Thomas  of  Atlanta,  Tex. 

The  awards  were  among  a  large 
number  presented  at  the  annual 
Honors  Chapel  at  Centenary  College. 
The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice? 
president  of  Centenary,  made  the 
presentation. 

Emily  Learner  of  Baton  Rouge 
won  the  T.  B.  Herndon  Memorial 
Award,  presented  each  year  to  the 
non-ministerial  student  who  does 
outstanding  work  on  behalf  of  cam¬ 
pus  religious  life. 

Howard  Rose  of  Shreveport  won 
the  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta  Award  as 
the  initiate  of  the  honorary  pre¬ 
medical  fraternity  having  the  high¬ 
est  scholastic  average.  The  Colonial 
Dames  Award  for  the  best  essay  on 
Louisiana  Colonial  history  and  the 
Mabel  Campbell  Award  for  prom¬ 
ise  in  creative  writing  were  copped 
by  Ted  Larry  Pebworth  of  Homer. 

Tapped  into  membership  in  Omi- 
cron  Delta  Kappa,  men’s  honorary 
society,  were  Lee  Popejoy  of 
Shreveport,  Wynn  Stanton  of  Crow¬ 
ley,  John  Cady  of  Lake  Charles  and 
Fred  Walters  of  Cranford,  N.  J. 
Named  to  the  Honor  Court  were 
Popejoy,  Betty  Jo  Austin,  Gail  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Ney  Bailey,  all,  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  Delton  Pickering  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tex.  Alternates  are  Elton  Dry 
of  Shreveport  and  Jack  Webb  of 
Vidor,  Tex. 

Awards  for  outstanding  work  on 
the  yearbook  staff  were  given  to 
Wayne  Alfred  of  Shreveport  and 
Naoji  Doi  of  Nigawa,  Japan.  Those 
presented  medals  for  outstanding 
work  on  the  staff  of  the  campus 
newspaper  are  Betty  Jo  Austin, 
Shreveport,  and  Paul  Snow,  also  of 
Shreveport. 

Student  Senate  keys  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  Bob  Lane,  John  D.  Baker, 
Margaret  Poss,  Gene  Giles,  Gen 
Palmer,  Charles  Taylor  and  James 
Willies,  all  of  Shreveport;  Betty 
Willis,  Coushatta;  Jack  Webb,  Vidor 
Tex.;  Wanda  Allen,  Bossier  City; 
Eddie  Morgan,  Crowley,  and  Juan 
Watkins,  Delhi. 

Jeanette  Louises  DeSadier  and 
Mimi  Lingenfelter,  both  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  won  the  French  Awards  given 
to  those  having  the  highest  scholas¬ 
tic  averages  in  French  among  fresh¬ 
men  and  upperclassmen,  respective- 
*  ly.  The  Centenary  Lady  and  Cen¬ 
tenary  Gentleman,  Margaret  Poss 
and  Hans  Dennis  Sommer,  were  pre¬ 
sented  watches  by  J.  W.  McCary, 
Shreveport  jeweler. 

1  Francis  Kelker  of  Shreveport  won 
the  Shreveport  Reserve  Officers 
Assn.  Award  as  the  outstanding 
freshman  cadet  in  the  Centenary 
ROTC,  and  Byron  Rutledge  of  Vil¬ 
lage  Mills,  Tex.,  won  the  award  as 
the  outstanding  sophomore  cadet. 
The  Armed  Forces  Award  for  the 
outstanding  cadet  in  the  advanced 
course  went  to  Richard  Finn,  Jr., 
of  Shreveport.  Rifle  team  letter 
awards  were  presented  to  John 
Goodwin,  Richard  Lamb,  William 
Deason,  John  McCoy,  William  Ham- 
moh  and  Rupert  Pickett,  all  of 
Shreveport,  and  Rutledge,  Village 
Mills,  Tex. 

Bobbee  Gerald  Brown  of  Shreve¬ 
port  and  Jackie  Ray  Crain  of  Mans¬ 
field  tied  for  the  mathematics 
award,  and  both  received  a  copy  of 
the  book  of  mathematical  tables. 


PASTOR  TO  RECEIVE  DEGREE 


Methodist  Home 
Hospital  Board 
Elects  Officers 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hos- 
■  pital  in  New  Orleans  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  Chairman, 
N.  H.  M  e  1  b  e  r  t;  vice-chairman, 
North  Mississippi  Conference, 
George  R.  Williams,  New  Albany, 
Miss.;  vice-chairman,  Mississippi 
Conference,  Roy  H.  Kleiser;  secre¬ 
tary,  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.;  treasurer,  B.  S.  Giles, 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Bishop  Marvin  Franklin  of  the 
Mississippi  Area  was  asked  to  re¬ 
appoint  Dr.  L.  D.  Haughton  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  serve  in  his  present  ca¬ 
pacity.  The  Nominating  Committee 
had  great  words  of  praise  for  the 
high  caliber  of  work  being  done 
by  Dr.  Haughton  and  expressed  the 
gratitude  of  the  entire  Board  for 
the  leadership  he  is  giving,  accord¬ 
ing  to  report.  The  Committee  also 
offered  a  resolution  urging  the 
Committee  on  Ministry  to  re-as- 
sign  Bishop  Marvin  Franklin  and 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  to  their 
present  areas  of  service  at  the  Jur¬ 
isdictional  Conference.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  there 
was  a  feeling  that  the  doxology 
should  be  sung  for  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  at  the  Home 
Hospital,  the  report  indicated. 

Dr.  Haughton  gave  credit  to  the 
staff  of  the  Home  Hospital  for 
making  the  fine  report  possible. 
Members  of  the  staff  are  Mrs.  Elsie 
Kelly,  supervisor  of  Social  Serv¬ 
ice;  Miss  Evelyn  Murphee,  case 
worker;  Mrs.  Lillian  Smith,  house¬ 
mother;  Miss  Ruth  Ann  Martin, 
chief  nurse;  Mrs.  Montine  Bennett, 
nurse;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Lewis,  nurse; 
Mrs,  Alma  Wilson,  nurse;  Mrs.  C. 
L.  Howard,  bookkeeper;  Miss  Mar¬ 
guerite  Wall,  secretary;  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Haughton,  worker  wherever  need¬ 
ed,  and  Mrs.  William  Lovell,  prac¬ 
tical  nurse. 


Pastor's  Book  To  Furnish 

Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Williams,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Maple¬ 
wood,  and  author  of  the  book, 
“Queen  Without  a  Crown,”  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  request  from  the  “Men  in 
Black”  TV  program  for  permission 
to  do  a  part  of  his  book  on  TV. 
The  request  also  asks  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  use  the  names  and  like¬ 
nesses  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
in  the  production. 

The  material  is  to  be  used  on 
the  show  called  “Cross  Roads” 
which  is  produced  over  ABC  tele¬ 
vision  and  will  carry  the  title  “The 
Pure  White  Orchid.” 

Mr.  Williams’  book,  “Queen 
Without  a  Crown,”  was  published 
in  1952  and  since  that  time  has 
been  on  sale  in  most  of  the  larger 
book  stores.  It  was  published  by 
the  Maylor  Company  of  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas,  who  holds  the  copy¬ 
right  and  who  completed  negotia¬ 
tions  for  the  TV  production. 

Announcement  will  be  made 


REV.  JIM.  WOODWARD 


Rev.  Jim  Woodward  pastor  of 
the  Ida-Hosston  Charge,  is  among 
the  candidates  for  BD  degree  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University.  He  has 
been  serving  as  a  regular  pastor 
while  going  to  seminary  on  a  part- 
time  basis  for  seven  years.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  full  connection  since 
1952  and  is  pastor  of  the  Ida-Hoss¬ 
ton  Charge  in  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict. 

After  final  acceptance  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Woodward  hope  to  be  sent  in 
1958  to  Uruguay,  South  America, 
in  the  work  of  training  young  pas¬ 
tors  and  church  leaders  for  service 
among  their  people. 

During  his  three-year  pastorate 
at  Ida-Hosston  there  has  been  erec¬ 
ted  a  $65,000  sactuary  at  Hosston 
and  a  young  man  li  c  e  n  s  e  d  to 
preach  in  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Ida. 


An  elderly  Irish  preacher,  offer¬ 
ing  his  testimony  before  the  Irish 
Conference  in  Cork,  one  time  said,  ' 
“When  I  was  a  young  man  just 
entering  the  ministry,  I  made  the 
Lord  a  promise  that  every  time  I 
left  my  house  I  would  make  the 
devil  sorry  before  I  got  home.” — 
Roy  L.  Smith, '“Getting  Along  With 
People  ”  Christian  Advocate 


Material  For  TV  Program 


REV.  LLOYD  E.  WILLIAMS 

later  as  to  the  time  and  showing  of 
the  program. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


WESLEY  FOUNDATION  HAS 
ANNUAL  BANQUET 


Jerome  Long  and  Carol  June  Tillman ,  outstanding  Wesleyans  at  S.L.I., 


Local  Church  Winners 
Presented  With  Bibles 

Paul  Whitlock,  Jr.,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Paul  Whitlock  of  Wilson,  and 
Tommy  Beall  of  Wilson,  were 
awarded  Bible  on  Sunday,  May  20, 
at  the  Wilson  Methodist  Church. 
Both  were  local  church  winners  in 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Temperance  Essay  Contest.  Tommy 
was  also  presented  a  $5.00  check  for 
winning  second  place  in  the  Jones¬ 
boro  District. 

Other  district  winners  are:  First 
place,  Hoyt  Purvis,  Jonesboro  First 
Church,  and  third  place,  Frances 
Tacker,  Whitten  Church. 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Galloway 

The  Galloway  Sub-District  met  on 
May  14  in  the  Prescott  Methodist 
Church  with  eight  churches  repre¬ 
sented.  The  council  meeting  was 
held  just  before  the  regular  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  following  new  officers  were 
installed:  Jimmy  Daniel,  Nashville, 
president;  Esther  Arnold,  Sardis, 
vice-president;  Vonda  Worthey,  Oz- 
an,  secretary;  Belva  Nutt,  Mineral 
Springs,  witness. 

The  Prescott  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  was  in  charge  of  the 
program  on  the  theme,  “Choosing 
the  Rigl^t  Vocation.” 

A  recreation  period  was  held  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting  and  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  —  Publicity 
Chairman. 

Grace  Curtiss 

The  Grace  Curtis  Sub-District  met 
at  Piggott  First  Church  on  May  14 
with  around  140  present. 

Rev.  Pryor  Cruce,  pastor  of  the 
Umstead  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Newport,  was  the  speaker 
for  the  evening.  He  also  installed  the 
following  officers  for  the  coming 
year:  Rosemary  Janes,  president; 
Bill  Walden,  vice-president;  Melva 
Jo  English,  secretary-treasurer;  Lou 
Ann  Gibson,  reporter;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Crouch,  counselors. 

The  Sub-District’s  project  for  the 
year  1955-56  was  the  purchasing  of 
a  communion  set,  including  linen 
cloths,  to  be  given  to  the  Wayland 
Springs  Camp,  Imboden.  The  Sub- 
District  also  shared  with  the  Nellie 


The  annual  senior  banquet  of  the 
Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute 
Wesley  Foundation  was  held  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette, 
on  Friday,  May  4.  The  fellowship 
hall  was  decorated  with  English  ivy, 
spring  flowers,  and  trees  and  the 
stage  was  set  as  the  interior  of  an 
absent  -  minded  professor’s  study 
overlooking  the  quadrangle  of  the 
Halls  of  Ivy. 

One  hundred  thirty  people  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  evening’s  festivities. 
John  Denison,  Iowa,  out-going  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wesley  Foundation,  and 
newly  -  elected  president  of  the 
Southwestern  student  body,  presid¬ 
ed  over  the  program.  James  Hernan¬ 
dez,  Layfayette,  gave  the  invocation, 
and  following  the  presiding  officer’s 
welcome  to  the  “1956  Halls  of  Ivy”, 
the  meal  was  served  by  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
of  First  Church. 

Della  Temple,  Jennings,  introduc¬ 
ed  special  campus  and  community 
guests.  June  Parish,  Jonesville,  in¬ 
troduced  special  M.Y.F.  guests.  Phil¬ 
ip  Miller,  Iowa,  introduced  Wesley 
Alumni  present.  Jack  Phelps,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wesley  group  for  1956- 
57,  made  acknowledgements  for  the 
banquet.  Ray  Byers,  Crowley,  read 
the  traditional  Last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment.  The  entertainment  of  the 
evening  was  a  skit  entitled  “A  Clas¬ 
sical  Fantasy”  (with  apologies  to 
Homer’s  Odyssey.) 

Mrs.  Ileen  Robinson  Parsons,  Lake 
Charles,  as  a  representative  of  the 
S.L.I.  Wesley  Foundation  Alumni 
Association,  presented  alumni  mem¬ 
bership  cards  to  seniors  graduating 
in  May  or  August  of  1956. 

Bob  Parrott,  director  of  the  S.L.I. 
Wesley  Foundation,  presented  the 
Outstanding  Wesleyan  Awards  for 
1955-1956.  Begun  in  1953,  these 
awards  give  special  recognition  to 
two  Wesley  Foundation  students,  a 
boy  and  a  girl,  who  by  their  witness, 


Dyer  Sub-District  in  buying  a  field 
organ  for  Wayland  Springs.  The 
piano  is  now  tuned  through  a  joint 
project  and  we  are  looking  forward 
to  a  very  fine  camp  program  at 
Wayland  Springs  this  year. 

A  retreat  is  being  planned  for 
sometime  in  June  for  the  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  to  plan  the  work  and  programs 
for  the  coming  year.  —  Lou  Ann 
Gibson,  Reporter. 


District  Winners  In 
Essay  Contest 

Pictured  at  right 
are  three  district  win¬ 
ners  in  the  Essay- 
Oration  Contest  which 
is  sponsored  by  the 
Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance. 

They  are,  Carl 
Smith  of  Oden,  win¬ 
ner  of  the  contest  en¬ 
titled  “Abstinence  is 
the  Answer,”  in  the 
Arkadelphia  District. 

Carl  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church 
of  Oden  and  assistant 
teacher  of  his  youth 
class.  He  is  a  senior 
in  high  school  and 
plans  to  attend  South¬ 
ern  State  College 
where  he  has  a  schol¬ 
arship  in  agriculture¬ 
engineering.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America 
and  is  a  candidate  for 
Farmer  Degree. 

Jim  Yates  is  the  Camden  District 
winner.  He  is  a  senior  at  the  El 
Dorado  Senior  High  School  and  has 
received  a  five-year  scholarship  to 
attend  Cornell  University.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  El  Dorado  and  is  an 
officer  in  the  local  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 

Lynn  Hansen  is  the  winner  in  the 
Little  Rock  District.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pulaski  Heights  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Little  Rock,  and  an 
active  member  of  her  local  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Fellowship. 

All  the  district  winners  will  be 
guests  of  the  Board  of  Temperance 
at  the  Annual  Conference,  beginning 
in  Hot  Springs  on  June  6. 


“OPERATION  COOK-OUT” 

The  S.L.I.  Wesley  Foundation 
Council  had  as  its  spring  project 
that  of  completely  painting  cabin 
No.  5  at  Camp  Brewer.  The  group 
went  to  Camp  Brewer  on  April  21. 
The  project  was  called  “Operation 
Cook-Out”  because  the  group  did 
outdoor  cooking. 

Chairmen  of  the  project  were: 
Phillip  Miller,  Iowa,  in  charge  of 
painting,  and  Marilyn  Hoff,  Coving¬ 
ton,  in  charge  of  cooking.  \ 

Others  attending  were  Dick  Par¬ 
ish,  Jonesville;  Tuffy  Parish,  Jones¬ 
ville;  Larry  Noonan,  New  Orleans; 
Alden  Tupper,  Welsh;  Marlene 
Spell,  Iowa;  Julia  Cole,  Crowley; 
Ada  Whittington,  Hathaway,  and 
Rev.  Bob  Parrott.  —  Reporter. 


loyalty,  and  active  membership  have 
represented  the  group  in  the  most 
exemplary  way.  The  awards  for  this 
year  were  presented  to  Miss  Carol 
June  Tillman  of  Franklin  and  Jer¬ 
ome  Rudisill  Long  of  Lafayette. 

John  Denman  and  Jack  Phelps 
presented  Bob  Parrot  with  a  leath¬ 
er  brief  case  from  the  Foundation. 
Mr.  Parrott  wil  be  leaving  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  S.L.I.  in  June. 


Yes,  “the  brewers’  big  horses” 
may  not  be  running  over  your  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  streets  (as  the  old  tem¬ 
perance  song  suggested,  but  the 
brewer  and  the  distiller  are.  after 
you  and  your  children  in  a  more 
dangerous  way  than  ever  before. 
They  are  running  over  your  minds 
as  well  as  your  bodies  —  and  it’s 
almost  impossible  to  get  out  of  their 
path.  —  On  a  Wide  Circuit 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

YOUR  RELIGION  IS 
SHOWING 

Somewhere  I  ran  across  the  story 
of  a  leader  of  a  Girl  Scout  Troop 
who  was  with  her  girls  on  a  long 
and  arduous  hike.  On  their  return 
to  camp,  they  all  threw  themselves 
on  the  ground  to  rest.  The  leader, 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  as  she  dropped  ex¬ 
hausted  to  the  grass  caused  the  re¬ 
ligious  medallion  which  she  wore 
about  her  neck,  to  slip  out.  One  of 
the  girls,  seeing  this  happen,  re¬ 
marked,  “Oh  look,  your  religion  is 
showing!” 

There’s  more  truth  in  those  words 
than  perhaps  the  young  and  tired 
hiker  realized.  Not  that  one’s  reli¬ 
gion  can  be  seen  in  a  medal  worn 
about  the  neck.  Rather  the  truth  is 
that  your  religion  is  showing  all 
the  time,  in  one  way  or  another. 

Take  a  look  at  your  attitude.  It 
reflects  your  religion.  A  person  can 
assume  from  the  attitude  that  dom¬ 
inates  your  thinking  and  actions, 
that  here  is  an  expression  of  what 
your  religion  is  and  means.  Thus  if 
you  approach  life  with  a  pseudo¬ 
sophistication  which  designs  to  set 
yourself  up  as  a  person  of  the  world 
when  really  you’re  scared  to  death, 
mature  observers  can  infer  that  you 
are  probably  emotionally  insecure 
and  religiously  immature.  If  you 
think  religious  beliefs  and  practices 
are  only  for  “sissies”  or  “squares” 
then  you  reflect  in  your  attitude 
either  the  ignorance  you  possess,  or 
a  defensive  attitude  for  your  fail¬ 
ure  to  find  religious  reality. 

Take  a  look  at  your  beliefs.  Every 
youth  believes  in  something  or  oth¬ 
er.  He  may  believe  in  himself,  in  his 
buddy,  his  girl  friend,  his  muscles, 
his  good  looks,  or  even  in  his  cream- 
colored  convertible.  The  depth  or 
shallowness  of  those  beliefs  in  terms 
of  what  they  can  do  for  a  philosophy 
of  life  determine  the  kind  of  re¬ 
ligion  a  person  has.  It  can  be  vacu¬ 
ous  or  vital,  depending  on  what  he 
chooses  to  believe  as  basic  to  life’s 
meaning  and  reality.  But  it  shows, 
believe  me! 

Take  a  look,  at  your  habits  and 
note  that  your  religion  is  showing 
there,  too.  You  do  habitually  the 
things  that  seem  most  important  to 
you.  Some  habits  are  forced  on  you. 
You  may  want  to  go  to  school,  for 
example,  but  society  in  the  form  of 
parents,  teachers  and  truant  officers, 
help  you  firm  up  that  habit  of  regu¬ 
lar  school  attendance  until  you 
reach  a  certain  age.  But  your  re¬ 
ligion  often  is  reflected  in  the  hab¬ 
its  you  choose  for  yourself.  How 
do  you  spend  your  leisure  time? 
What  kind  of  music  do  you  like, 
what  kind  do  you  dislike?  Who  are 
your  regular  companions?  How 
close  are  you  "and  alcohol  as  bever¬ 
age  buddies?  Are  you  sloppy  in 
dress?  How  are  your  work  habits 
at  home,  school,  or  place  of  em¬ 
ployment?  Are  you  regular  in  ful¬ 
filling  your  vows  of  membership 
in  the  church? 

Yeah,  that’s  where  your  religion 
shows!  Right  where  you  live  and 
in  the  way  you  live.  Could  that 
have  been  what  Jesus  was  getting 
at  when  he  said  to  his  disciples  in 
pretty  definite  terms,  “By  this  all 
men  know  that  you  are  my  disciples 
—  if  you  have  love  for  one  another. 
The  Christian  religion  shows  in  the 
marks  of  discipleship. 
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"Quick"  and  "Lively" 

The  adverb  “quickly”  is  used  in 
all  the  English  versions  of  the  Bible, 
and  causes  no  trouble.  It  translates 
Hebrew  and  Greek  words  which 
mean  speedily,  in  haste,  or  soon. 

But  the  adjective  “quick”  in  the 
King  James  Version  translates  en¬ 
tirely  different  words,  and  always 
means  “alive”  or  “living.”  It  is  not 
retained  by  the  revised  versions.  In 
these  “the  quick  and  the  dead” 
(Acts  10:42;  2  Timothy  4:1;  1  Peter 
4:5)  is  replaced  by  “the  living  and 
the  dead.”  In  Hebrews  4:12,  instead 
of  “the  word  of  God  is  quick,  and 
powerful”  we  now  read  “the  word 
of  God  is  living  and  active.” 

When  Korah  and  his  company 
went  down  quick  into  the  mouth  of 
the  earth,  and  it  swallowed  them 
up,  the  word  “quick”  refers  not  to 
the  immediacy  of  the  catastrophe  or 
to  the  speed  of  their  descent,  but 
to  the  fact  that  they  were  buried 
alive.  The  account  is  in  Number 
16:23-33;  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  verse  30  uses  “quick”  and  verse 
33  “alive.”  A  similar  use  of  “quick” 
is  found  in  Psalms  55:15  and  124:13. 
The  word  “alive”  is  now  used  in 
all  these  cases. 

The  word  “quick”  is  retained  by 
the  Revised  Standard  Version  in  one 
passage,  Leviticus  13:10,  where  it 
refers  to  the  “quick  raw  flesh”  of 
leprosy. 

The  verb  “quicken”  appears  14 
times  in  the  Psalms  and  11  times 
in  the  New  Testament;  it  is  re¬ 
placed  in  the  RSV  by  such  terms  as 
revive,  give  life,  preserve  life,  make 
alive,  life-giving. 

The  word  “lively”  means  “vigor¬ 
ous”  in  the  description  of  the  He¬ 
brew  women  by  the  midwives  of 
Egypt  (Exodus  1:9).  Elsewhere  it 
means  “living.”  Moses  received  “liv¬ 
ing  oracles”  from  God  (Acts  7:38). 
Peter  writes  that  “we  have  been 
born  anew  to  a  living  hope  through 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
from  the  dead,”  and  exhorts  his 
readers  as  sharers  in  that  hope: 
“Come  to  him,  to  that  living  stone, 
rejected  by  men  but  in  God’s  sight 
chosen  and  precious;  and  like  living 
stones  be  yourselves  built  into  a 
spiritual  house,  to  be  a  holy  priest¬ 
hood,  to  offer  spiritual  sacrifices  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God  through  Jesus 
Christ”  (I  Peter  1:3;  2:4-5). 


New  Books 

Paths  Of  Shining  Light 

...  A  book  of  worship  programs 
based  on  nature 
by 

Vera  Idol 

Published  by  Abington  Press 
Price  $2.50 

“A  towering  mountain  rises 
proudly  above  its  surroundings;  a 
valley  lies  humbly  at  is  foot.  True 
humility  is  an  essential  virtue..  No 
individual  can  grow  and  develop 
to  his  full  stature  who  does  not  face 
life  with  a  certain  pride  born  of 
self-confidence,  but  with  humility 
in  the  face  of  all  that  he  does  not 
know.  ‘Blessed  are  the  meek:  for 
they  shall  inherit  the  earth’  is  not 
a  command,  but  the  statement  of 
an  eternal  truth. 

Thus  writes  Vera  Idol  in  “Val¬ 
leys,”  one  of  the  nineteen  medita¬ 
tions  in  PATHS  OF  SHINING 
LIGHT,  to  be  published  April  9, 
1956,  by  Abingdon  Press.  Inspired 
by  the  contemplation  of  nature,  Miss 
Idol  expresses  in  this  series  of  de¬ 
votions  some  of  the  great  moral 
truths,  and  she  has  enriched  and 
magnified  them  by  quotations  from 
the  Bible  and  other  great  works  of 
literature.  She  shows  how  various 
aspects  of  the  outdoor  world,  such 
as  roads,  mountains,  valleys,  stars, 
rivers,  gardens,  and  flowers,  reveal 
the  love  of  God  for  his  creatures. 
The  title,  of  the  book  was  suggested 
to  Miss  Idol  by  a  quotation  found 
in  Proverbs:  “But  the  path  of  the 
just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day”  (4:18). 

Illustrated  with  nineteen  full-page 
photographs  —  one  for  each  chapter 
—  which  give  atmosphere  and 
heighten  the  imagery  of  the  prose, 
this  book  is  well  suited  for  use  in 
youth  or  adult  groups  in  camps  or 
on  retreats  or  for  women’s  groups 
®r  classes  interested  in  nature  ap¬ 
preciation,  or  for  personal  devotions. 

PATHS  OF  SHINING  LIGHT  re¬ 
flects  Miss  Idol’s  lifelong  interest 
in  literature  and  the  Bible.  She  has 
numerous  other  interests  and  hob¬ 
bies  such  as  oil  painting,  folk  bal¬ 
lads,  collections  of  old  glass,  cups, 
and  souvenir  spoons,  and  she  has 
lectured  widely  in  her  section  of 
the  state  on  these  various  subjects. 


OBITUARIES 

RHODES  —  Thomas  Collin  Rhodes 
was  born  on  August  11,  1883,  and 
died  on  May  8,  1956,  near  his  coun¬ 
try  home  near  Gibsland,  Louisiana. 
Coming  from  a  long  line  of  Metho¬ 
dists,  he  had  been  a  loyal  member 
of  the  Gibsland  Methodist  Church 
for  a  long  period  of  time.  His  mater¬ 
nal  grandfather,  Rev.  T.  J.  Upton, 
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was  the  first  regular  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  which  was  built 
in  Mt.  Lebanon,  Louisiana,  in  1866 
and  later  moved  to  Gibsland. 

Mr.  Rhodes  was  superintendent 
of  the  Church  School  for  a  long 
time  and  served  faithfully,  not  only 
in  that  capacity  but  anywhere  in 
the  church  or  community  that  he 
could  be  of  service.  Being  in  ill 
health  for  several  years,  he  was 
confined  to  his  home  most  of  the 
time  where  he  spent  much  time 
studying  his  Bible  which  he  loved 
so  much. 

The  Rhodes  home  is  surrounded 
by  many  flowers  and  nature’s  beau¬ 
ties.  On  a  recent  occasion  while 
scanning  the  horizon  and  replying 
to  a  remark  made  by  one  member 
of  the  family  about  the  beauty  of 
the^  surroundings  he  said,  “I  will 
lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills  from 
whence  cometh  my  help.  My  help 
cometh  from  the  Lord  which  made 
Heaven  and  earth.”  The  church  has 
lost  a  faithful  member,  the  commu¬ 
nity  a  substantial  citizen  and  his 
family  a  kind,  thoughtful,  loving 
member. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Lucille  Curry  Rhodes,  two  sisters, 
Miss  Maud  Rhodes  of  Gibsland  and 
Mrs.  Betty  Butler  of  Vickesburg, 
Miss.,  and  a  number  of  nieces  and 
nephews. 

Funeral  services,  held  in  the  Gibs¬ 
land  Methodist  Church,  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Joe  Robinson.  — 
Mi's.  Alma  Byrd. 


SENATORS  URGE 
RELIGIOUS  GROUPS  FIGHT 
PORNOGRAPHY  RACKET 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
or  obscene  “comic  books”  and  sim¬ 
ilar  publications  but  of  “outright 
pornography”  about  the  existence  of 
which  “a  large  segment  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  has  no  understanding. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Leason  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
for  Christian  Te!  hing,”  copyrighted  1961  by  tne  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  C  incil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  the  U.S.A. 

LESSON  FOR  JUNE  10,  1956 
THE  GOSPEL  OVERCOMES  PAGANISM 

Read  the  entire  19th  chapter  of  Acts. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “Once  you  were  darkness, 
hut  now  you  are  light  in  the  Lord;  walk  as  children  of 
light.”  (Eph.  5:8.) 


Keep  in  mind  that  the  eight-lesson 
series  of  UNIT  V,  under  the  general 
subject  New  Horizons,  has  for  its 
general  aim,  “to  help  men  and  wo¬ 
men  understand  the  essentials  of 
conversion  and  become  enthusiastic 
for  the  expansion  of  Christianity 
today  and  tomorrow.  This  week  the 
6th  lesson  of  that  series  is  a  “Tem¬ 
perance  Lesson.”  The  object  of  this 
lesson  is  to  show  the  revolutionary 
effects  of  adult  conversion  and  to 
show  also  the  close  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  sale  of  liquor  and  the 
selfish  greed  for  gain  of  those  who 
sell  it. 

In  this  lesson  we  find  Paul  on  his 
third  missionary  tour.  As  his  second 
missionary  tour  centered  for  months 
in  Corinth,  so  did  this  his  third  tour 
center,  for  more  than  two  years  in 
Ephesus,  the  most  important  city 
of  Asia  Minor. 

Paul,  in  Ephesus,  encountered 
wickedness  in  a  form  as  vicious  as 
was  to  be  found  anywhere  in  his 
day.  In  addition  to  the  gross  sins 
of  Ephesus,  Paul’s  work  there  was 
made  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that 
Ephesus  was  the  center  for  a  wide¬ 
spread  practice  of  magic  and  witch¬ 
craft  which  for  many  was  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  religion  and  for  some  even 
a  form  of  religion. 

Great  as  were  these  two  obstacles 
which  Paul  confronted  in  Ephesus, 
they  were  secondary  when  com¬ 
pared  to  another  situation  found 
there  which  appeared  to  be  all  but 
insurmountable.  Ephesus  was  the 
home  of  the  Temple  of  the  goddess 
Artimus  which  in  the  Roman  lan¬ 
guage  was  called  Diana.  This  mag¬ 
nificent  temple,  one  of  the  Seven 
Wonders  of  the  World,  of  ancient 
times  was  a  center  for  the  most 
strongly  entrenched  heathen  wor¬ 
ship,  with  its  heathen  practices,  to 
be  found  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

It  was  in  such  a  situation  and 
under  such  circumstances  that  Paul, 
the  prince  of  apostles,  “went  into 
the  synagogue  and  ‘spoke  boldly’ 
for  the  space  of  three  months.” 
When  certain  of  his  hearers  were 
stubborn  and  unbelieving,  Paul 
withdrew  from  the  synagogue. 
Nevertheless,  he  continued  his  min¬ 
istry  in  Ephesus  though  it  was  nec¬ 
essary  for  him  to  use  the  lecture 
hall  of  one  Tyrannus  for  his  meet¬ 
ings.  There  he  preached  and  taught 
daily  for  two  years  until  both  Jew 
and  Greek  in  that  area  had  heard 
the  Christian  message. 

Near  the  end  of  Paul’s  ministry 
in  Ephesus  there  came  a  great  dem¬ 
onstration  of  religious  enthusiasm 
and  convictions,  a  religious  revival 
in  whidh  many  who  believed  came 
confessing  their  questionable  prac¬ 
tices.  Many  also  who  had  practiced 
magic  brought  their  books  of  magic 
with  them  and  burned  them  pub¬ 
licly.  It  is  a  little  wonder  that  such 
a  public  avowal  of  Christian  faith 
would  attract  the  attention  of  the 


religious  overlords  of  the  Temple 
of  Diana  and  also  disturb  no  little 
the  craftsmen  who  amassed  their 
gain  by  selling  images  of  the  Tem¬ 
ple  and  the  goddess  Diana  to  wor¬ 
shipers  who  came  to  the  temple 
from  far  and  wide. 

A  Riot  And  A  Revival 

It  was  the  realization,  on  the  part 
of  followers  of  Diana,  that  they  were 
losing  many  of  their  worshipers 
and,  even  worse,  much  of  their  gain 
from  the  sale  of  images,  which 
caused  them  to  stir  up  in  Ephesus 
such  a  riot  that  the  writer  of  Acts 
says  “the  whole  city  was  filled  with 
confusion.” 

More  than  once  the  writer  has 
heard  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  say, 
“Wherever  Paul  went  there  was 
either  a  riot  or  a  revival.”  There 
was  in  Ephesus,  as  a  result  of  Paul’s 
ministry,  a  riot  AND  a  revival.  The 
closing  verses  of  the  chapter  from 
which  our  lesson  text  is  taken  gives 
a  graphic  description  of  the  terrible 
riot  stirred  up  by  the  followers  of 
Diana.  In  the  lesson  text  we  have 
unmistakable  evidence  also  of  the 
great  religious  revival  which  ac¬ 
companied  Paul’s  preaching  in  Eph¬ 
esus. 

There  are  two  or  three  matters  in 
the  lesson  text  to  which  we  would 
like  to  call  attention  before  we  deal 
more  directly  with  the  temperance 
feature  of  the  lesson. 

Opposition  Often  Increases 
Effectiveness 

If  we  are  really  trying  to  do  what 
we'  believe  is  God’s  will,  we  should 
not  be  too  much  discouraged  when 
opposition  develops.  The  fact  that 
opposition  often  increases  our  ef¬ 
fectiveness  and  brings  out  the  very 
best  there  is  in  life  has  happened 
so  frequently  in  our  world  that  it 
has  almost  become  a  pattern  for 
successful  living.  The  ministry  of 
many  people  has  been  made  more 
effective  because  of  the  efforts  of 
enemies  to  destroy  them. 

Hence  it  was  that  Paul,  because 
of  the  stubborness  and  opposition 
he  encountered  in  the  synagogue  in 
Ephesus,  felt  it  necessary  to  go  else¬ 
where  to  preach.  In  the  lecture  hall 
of  Tyrannus  he  preached  an  unin¬ 
hibited  gospel  for  more  than  two 
years  with  surprising  success  and 
effectiveness.  The  enemies  of  Jesus 
hindered  his  ministry  in  the  syna¬ 
gogue  and  He  turned  to  the  open 
fields  where  “the  common  people 
heard  Him  gladly.”  Martin  Luther, 
shut  out  of  the  great  Catholic  cath¬ 
edrals  of  his  day,  proclaimed  his 
message  in  more  humble  surround¬ 
ings  and  became  the  leader  of  the 
Protestant  reformation.  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  a  priest  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  found  the  doors  of  his  church 
closed  against  him.  He  turned  to 
the  open  country  and  delivered  his 
message  along  the  highways  and 
byways  of  life  and  became  the  lead¬ 
er  of  the  Wesleyan  revivals  in  Eng¬ 


land  and  the  father  of  Methodism 
everywhere. 

If  we  have  a  vital  Christian  wit¬ 
ness,  we  should  not  be  too  discour¬ 
aged  if  a  door  closes  before  us.  In 
God’s  scheme  of  things,  when  one 
door  closes  to  His  servants  other 
doors  seem  to  swing  wide  open. 

Conflict  Between  Church 
And  Liquor 

As  we  turn  now  to  consider  the 
church  in  its  relation  to  the  liquor 
problem  it  is  interesting  to  note  just 
what  it  was  that  so  much  disturbed 
the  followers  of  Diana.  They  were 
not  alarmed  over  the  fact  that  wor¬ 
shipers  of  Diana  had  become  wor¬ 
shipers  of  God;  their  concern,  was 
not  that  people  were  changing  from 
one  form  of  religion  to  another.  The 
thing  that  really  disturbed  them 
was  the  fact  that  the  loss  of  wor¬ 
shipers  of  Diana  meant  also  a  fin¬ 
ancial  loss  since  it  meant  a  decrease 
in  the  sale  of  their  images.  They 
were  being  tested  in  one  of  the  most 
sensitive  spots  in  human  nature  — 
the  pocketbook. 

What  these  followers  of  Diana 
were  really  saying,  through  all  the 
tumultous  rioting  they  were  creat¬ 
ing  was,  “This  Christian  religion  is 
hurting  our  business.”  It  is  that 
same  greed  for  gain,  despite  the 
tragic  cost  to  its  exploited  victims, 
which  has  caused  the  liquor  traffic 
to  oppose  violently  every  effort  of 
the  church  to  save  people  from  the 
hurt  of  drink.  But  for  the  fight  the 
church  in  America  has  made  against 
the  use  of  liquor  since  we  have  been 
a  nation,  only  God  can  know  the 
pitiable  condition  in  which  we 
would  be  today.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  already  our  country  would 
have  staggered  down  the  highway  of 
drunkeness  into  oblivion.  It  would 
not  be  long  in  doing  so  now,  if 
the  church  were  to  end  its  fight 
against  intoxicating  drinks. 

Hence  it  is,  with  their  profits 
somewhat  endangered,  that  we  hear 
liquor  forces  repeatedly  saying,  “Let 
the  church  attend  to  its  own  busi¬ 
ness.”  Let  it  be  said  here  that,  in 
our  judgement,  the  Christian  church 
is  never  so  perfectly  attending  to 
its  own  business  as  it  is  when  it  is 
in  the  midst  of  a  great  battle  of 
right  against  wrong.  It  should  be 
said  also  that,  at  the  present  time 
there  is  no  better  opportunity  for 
such  a  fight  and  there  is  no  great¬ 
er  need  for  such  a  fight  than  in  the 
challenge  liquor  throws  out  to  de¬ 
cency,  respectability  and  our  survi¬ 
val  as  a  nation. 

Some  Observations  About 
Liquor 

(1)  Despite  the  many  reassuring 
promises  made  at  the  time  the  na¬ 
tion  voted  to  repeal  the  18th  amend¬ 
ment,  the  fact  remains  that,  with 
repeal,  liquor  came  back  to  Ameri¬ 
ca  in  the  worst,  most  destructive 
form  it  has  ever  had  in  the  history 
of  our  nation,  The  fact  that  hard 
liquor  is  not  sold  over  the  counter 
by  the  drink  is  poor  compensation 
for  the  many  blighting,  degrading 
features  with  which  liquor  is  now 
cursing  the  people  of  America. 

Formerly  intoxicants  were  con¬ 
fined  to  saloons  with  all  of  their 
unsavory,  unwholesome  surround¬ 
ings.  Today  many  drug  stores,  res¬ 
taurants,  hotels,  grocery  stores  — 
to  mention  only  a  few  of  the  new¬ 
born  outlets  for  intoxicants  —  have 
become  dispensors  of  intoxicating 
drinks.  However  much  one  may 
despise  liquor,  it  is  hardly  possible 
now  for  him  to  go  about  the  normal 
pursuits  of  an  everyday  life  without 
himself  and  his  family  rubbing  el¬ 
bows  with  those  who  sell  intoxicants 
for  profit. 

(2)  The  blatant,  disgusting  manner 


in  which  intoxicants  are  advertised 
over  radio  and  television  is  one  of 
the  alarming,  frightening  exper¬ 
iences  parents  must  suffer  who  are 
trying  to  rear  their  children  to 
right-thinking,  soberminded  citizen¬ 
ship.  This  utter  disregard  for  the 
feelings  of  the  public  general,  is  a 
common  characteristic  of  those  who 
have  sold  their  souls  for  gain. 

(3)  The  tragic,  unnecessary  deaths 
on  the  highways  through  traffic  ac¬ 
cidents  of  38,000  in  a  year  is  a  sin 
for  which  our  nation  should  repent 
in  deep  humility.  Traffic  officers 
have  estimated  that,  in  40%  of  these 
traffic  fatalities,  liquor  was  an  im¬ 
portant,  if  not  the  determining  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  accident.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  damning  indictments  facing 
America  today  which,  by  vote,  has 
opened  the  door  to  the  unbridled 
sale,  for  financial  gain,  of  a  mental 
poison  which  leads  to  such  a  dis¬ 
regard  for  human  life. 

(4)  The  spending  of  $9,800,000,000 
annually  for  intoxicants  is  worse 
than  if  we  simply  throw  that  much 
money  each  year  into  a  bottomless 
pit.  By  that  process  we  would  at 
least  avoid  the  tragedy  of  having 
4,000,000  Americans  so  enslaved  by 
drink  that  they  have  lost  control  of 
their  power  to  resist  it.  Also  we 
would  not  have  a  million  chronic 
alcoholics  for  many  of  whom  there 
seems  to  be  no  ray  of  hope. 

Is  There  A  Solution? 

There  is  a  solution  and  one  step 
toward  that  solution  is  for  dry  for¬ 
ces  to  rid  themselves  of  the  use  of 
a  word  that  has  lost  its  meaning  in 
our  fight  against  the  liquor  traffic. 
We  talk  about  TEMPERANCE  and 
practically  all  of  our  organizations 
fighting  liquor  have  the  word  TEM¬ 
PERANCE  in  their  names  when 
temperance  is  not  the  objective  of 
real  dry  forces  anywhere.  The  fact 
is  that  liquor  now  advocates  TEM¬ 
PERANCE  with  about  as  much  en¬ 
thusiasm  as  the  church.  Of  course 
for  liquor  TEMPERANCE  simply 
means  do  not  get  slobbering  drunk 
and  make  such  a  disgusting  fool  of 
yourself  that  you  hurt  our  business. 
Dry  forces  should  quit  talking  about 
temperance  and  say  what  they  real¬ 
ly  mean  —  total  abstinence. 

Different  solutions  are  offered 
for  drunkenness.  (1)  Liquor  says 
legalize  it  and  make  victims  legal¬ 
ly.  (2)  The  state  says  license  it  and 
get  the  revenue  to  help  build  “big¬ 
ger  and  better  hospitals”  to  take 
care  of  the  victims.  (3)  AA  says  save 
the  defeated  victim.  (4)  The  church 
should  say,  prohibit  the  sale  of  li¬ 
quor  and  prevent  making  the  vic¬ 
tims. 

The  Issue  Is  Not  Yet  Decided 

We  should  not  be  too  uneasy  when 
the  liquor  crowd  becomes  abusive, 
sarcastic  and  overbearing.  We 
should  remember  that  the  issue  of 
Christianity  versus  Paganism  was 
not  decided  by  the  frenzied  shouts 
and  tempestuous  disorder  of  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Diana  in  that  day  of  riot¬ 
ing  in  Ephesus.  Time  is  on  the  side 
of  righteousness.  There  came  a  time 
when  the  gorgeous  Temple  of  Diana 
slowly  fell  into  unsightly  ruins  and 
finally  disappeared  “without  a 
trace.”  The  place  where  it  once 
stood  is  now  a  dismal,  marshy 
sWamp.  The  fate  of  the  temple  has 
also  been  the  fate  of  the  worship 
and  worshipers  of  Diana.  Both  dis¬ 
appeared  centuries  ago.  While  that 
was  happening,  the  message  Paul 
was  proclaiming  in  Ephesus  that  d&y 
has  been  caught  up  by  the  succeed¬ 
ing  centuries  and  has  been  proclaim¬ 
ed  in  every  nation  of  earth.  Today, 
twenty  centuries  later,  that  message 
is  recognized  as  the  one  real  hope 
of  our  frightened  world. 
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Methodist  'v®'  j  men 
To  Visit  Alaska 

A  group  of  Methodist  laymen 
from  throughout  the  United  States 
will  fly  to  Anchorage,  Alaska,  this 
summer  to  help  dedicate  the  campus 
of  the  proposed  Alaska  Methodist 
College.  The  dedication  will  be  Aug¬ 
ust  5. 

The  eight-day  Alaska  Laymen’s 
Tour,  from  July  31  to  August  7,  has 
been  announced  by  the  Division  of 
National  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions.  The  Division  is 
sponsoring  the  tour  in  cooperation 
with  the  Methodist  Board  of  Lay 
Activities  and  the  mission  board’s 
Joint  Section  of  Education  and  Cul¬ 
tivation. 

Laymen  will  gather  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  July  31  and  will  remain  there 
August  1  for  a  briefing  session.  On 
August  2  they  will  fly  to  Anchorage 
and  spend  the  nextA  five  days  there. 

In  addition  to  the  dedication,  the 
laymen  will  be  given  a  tour  of  the 
Anchorage  area  and  of  its  two  mili¬ 
tary  installations,  Ft.  Richardson 
and  the  Elmendorf  air  force  base. 
The  group  will  return  to  Seattle 
August  7. 

Laymen  interested  in  the  tour 
may  write  to  the  Rev.  P.  Gordon 
Gould,  Asosciate  Secretary  Division 
of  National  Missions,  1701  Arch  St., 
Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

Arrangements  for  the  dedication 
still  are  being  made.  The  Alaska 
Methodist  College  is  scheduled  to 
open  its  doors  in  the  fall  of  1958. 
The  four-year,  liberal  arts  school 
will  be  the  first  church-related1  sen¬ 
ior  college  in  Alaska.  A  financial 
campaign  for  buildings  and  endow¬ 
ment  is  being  conducted  among 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United 
States  by  the  Division  of  National 
Missions. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  an  associate  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Division  and  director 

the  stateside  campaign,  reported 
that,  as  of  May  2,  $359,000  in  cash 
Was  in  the  Division  offices  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  With  the  $130,000  in  the 
Anchorage  office  of  the  College,  he 
added,  cash  on  hand  totals  $489,000. 
m  all,  from  cash  on  hand,  pledges 
and  goals  set,  the  College  fund 
amounts  to  more  than  2V2  million 
dollars,  he  said.  About  3,500  church¬ 
es  have  given  to  the  College,  he 
added. 

The  Division  began  in  1955  in- 
ensive  efforts,  to  raise  funds  among 
stateside  Methodist  Churches  for  the 
Proposed  four  -  year  liberal  arts 
school,  which  will  be  the  first 
m?urSj1're^ated  college  in  Alaska, 
rhe  Division  tentatively  has  set  1957 
iqsb  Vme  to  ke®in  construction  and 

°  *or  the  opening  of  classes.  The 
lSKflPUS  dedicated  August  5, 


Emory  Church  and 
Community  Workshop 
To  Open  July  3 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Applications  for  the 
1956  Church  and  Community  Work¬ 
shop  at  Emory  University  July  3- 
19  are  now  open  to  ministers  of  all 
denominations  from  the  thirteen 
Southern  states. 

The  in-service  training  program 
is  designed  to  aid  ministers  and  oth¬ 
er  workers  in  the  Church  to  “dis¬ 
cover  resources  to  aid  in  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  their  community  problems,” 
according  to  G.  Ross  Freeman,  di¬ 
rector. 

A  new  workshop  on  the  Town 
Church  will  be  a  feature  of  this 
year’s  session,  Mr.  Freeman  said. 

“Last  year’s  workshop  on  the 
Urban  Church  proved  so  successful 
that  the  program  will  be  continued 
this  year,”  said  Freeman.  Dr.  Paul 
Worley,  professor'of  Practical  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Emory,  will  head  the  Urban 
Church  group. 

Running  concurrently  with  the 
two  workshops  of  the  session  will 
be  the  12th  annual  School  for  Rural 
Ministers. 

Courses  in  the  techniques  of 
Christian  education,  production  of 
religious  radio  and  television  pro¬ 
grams  and  development  of  min¬ 
isterial  skills  will  be  offered  in  these 
workshops  in  addition  to  established 
courses.  During  the  second  week, of 
the  school  evening  discussions  of 
possible  answers  to  the  problem  of 
racial  tensions  in  the  South  today 
will  be  held  for  those  who  wish  to 
attend. 

A  highlight  of  the  Church  and 
Community  Workshop  will  be  a 
banquet,  at  which  the  Progressive 


WESLEY,  CROWLEY 
IN  NEW  BUILDING 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  sucr 
cess  stories  to  be  found  in  Crow¬ 
ley  during  post  war  years  is  the 
story  of  the  founding,  growth,  and 
accomplishments  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church. 

The  church  was  founded  in  1949 
by  Rev.  W.  C.  Barham,  pastor  of 

Picture  of  Wesley  Building 
On  Page  13. 

the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Rayne,  and  had  a  congregation  of 
60  members. 

The  first  structure  housing  the 
Wesley  Methodist  Church  was  the 
old  Presbyterian  chapel  which  was 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $7,000. 

Former  pastors  of  the  church 
have  been  Rev.  R.  R.  Miller  and 
Rev.  Leroy  Dickerson. 

Rev.  R.  E.  Pierson  came  to  Crow¬ 
ley  in  the  summer  of  1954  from 
the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Georgia  and 
found  the  young  church  struggling 
with  an  inadequate  budget,  fading 
hopes  for  the  future,  and  very  little 
growth  in  the  congregation. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival,  the 
young  minister  inspired  his  con¬ 
gregation  with  the  desire  for  a 
more  appropriate  and  permanent 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Farmer  Magazine  will  present  its 
“Rural  Minister  of  the  Year”  awards. 

Some  scholarships  are  available, 
Mr.  Freeman  said.  Requests  for 
further  information  and  applications 
should  be  sent  to  Box  309,  Emory 
University,  Georgia. 


With  the  reading  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
concluded  a  four-day  session  in 
Shreveport,  Friday  noon,  June  1st. 
In  this  111th  session  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  all  business  sessions  and  the 
afternoon  preaching  services  were 
held  in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College. 
The  evening  preaching  services  and 
the  ordination  services  were  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  D. 
L.  Dykes,  pastor.  This  was  the  first 
session  of  the  conference  to  meet 
in  the  new  quadrennium  and  it 
worked  under  the  new  legislation 
and  directives  of  the  recent  General 
Conference. 

Among  the  first  day’s  activities 
were  words  of  welcome  by  Dr.  Joe 
J.  Mickle,  President  of  Centenary 
College  and  James  Gardner,  Mayor 
of  Shreveport  and  the  first  report 
of  the  Conference’s  Education  Board. 
Dr.  J.  Earl  Moreland,  president  of 
Randolph-Macon  College,  Ashland, 
Va.,  a  special  guest,  addressed  the 
Conference  on  the  higher  education 
emphasis  for  the  quadrennium. 

Service  of  Commemoration 

Dr.  F.  M.  Freeman,  retired  minis¬ 
ter  of  Shreveport,  presided  at  the 
Service  of  Commemoration.  Dr.  B. 
C.  Taylor,  District  Superintendent 
of  the  Shreveport  District  delivered 
the  commemoration  sermon.  Those 
commemorated  were:  Rev.  C.  D. 
Atkinson,  retired,  o  f  LeCompte; 
Rev.  Robert  M.  Brown,  Associate 
pastor  at  1st  Church,  Bossier  City; 
Rev.  R.  V.  Fulton,  retired  of  Clinton; 
Rev.  A.  S.  J.  Neill,  retired  of  Bas¬ 
trop;  Rev.  J.  Van  Carter,  of  Pride, 
retired  supply,  serving  Bethel 
charge  in  Baton  Rouge  District;  C. 
W.  Rodgers,  retired  of  Lake  Charles; 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Carter  of  Baton  Rouge, 
widow  of  Rev.  C.  B.  Carter;  Mrs. 
Alonzo  Early,  of  Shreveport,  widow 
of  Rev.  Alonzo  Early;  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Lahey,  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla 
widow  of  Rev.  C.  W.  Lahey;  Mrs! 
J.  A.  McCormack  of  Mer  Rouge, 
widow  of  Rev.  J.  A.  McCormack; 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Shephard  of  Jena,  widow 
of  Rev.  B.  H.  Shephard;  Mrs.  Spen¬ 
cer  Wren  of  New  Orleans,  wife  of 
Rev.  W.  Spencer  Wren,  pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s  in  New  Orleans. 

Other  Conference  Highlights 

A  report  of  the  1000  Club  showed 
that  $60,511  has  been  raised  the 
past  quadrennium  by  this  plan  to 
aid  in  church  extension  work  in  the 
conference.  The  conference  adopt¬ 
ed  a  revised  plan  for  the  1000  Club 
for  the  new  quadrennium,  presented 
by  Karl  Tooke,  district  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District, 
whidh  included  plans  for  the  ex¬ 
panding  of  the  club  to  a  member¬ 
ship  of  2,200. 

Rev.  Luman  Douglas  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey  of 
Ruston  were  recommended  by  the 
Board  of  Missions  to  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference  for 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Lutheran  Leader  METHODIST  CONFERENCES  GRANTING  FULL  CLERGY 
Urges  Funeral  RIGHTS  TO  WOMEN 


Practices  Reform 


New  York  (RNS)  —  A  sweeping  , 
reform  in  funeral  practices  was  urg¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Edgar  S.  Brown,  Jr.,  di¬ 
rector  of  worship  for  the  United 
Lutheran  Church  in  America.  He 
said  present-day  funeral  services 
often  were  “downright  pagan.” 

In  a  message  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  4,400  pastors  published  in  The 
Lutheran,  the  Church’s  official 
weekly  newsmagazine,  he  criticized 
lepgthy  eulogies  at  funeral  services 
and  lengthy  obituaries  in  newspap¬ 
ers. 

Dr.  Brown  said  he  “sometimes 
wondered  if  there  isn’t  a  spirit  of 
competition  to  see  whose  obituary 
will  read  the  longer.” 

The  worship  director  offered  six 
suggestions  “for  a  more  Christian 
witness”  in  funeral  procedures: 

“1.  In  the  hour  of  death,  notify 
your  pastor  first.  Make  no  arrange¬ 
ments  without  first  consulting  him. 

“2.  If  at  all  practicable  have  the 
funeral  in  the  church. 

“3.  Consider  the  possibility  of 
sealing  the  casket  before  the  funer¬ 
al.  Such  an  arrangement  is  much 
easier  upon  the  mourners. 

“4.  While  flowers  are  always  a 
thoughtful  expression  consider  the 
possibility  of  a  more  permanent 
memorial. 

“5.  Eliminate  the  services  of  secu¬ 
lar  organizations.  There  is  only  one 
fellowship  whose  membership  is  in 
two  worlds.  That  is  the  church. 

“6.  Demonstrate  to  the  pastor  and 
others  by  your  attitude  that  you 
truly  believe  in  the  promises  of  our 
Saviour.  Your  life,  what  you  do  and 
say  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a 
loved  one,  is  the  best  example  you 
can  give  of  your  trust  in  the  prom¬ 
ise  of  eternal  life.” 

Dr.  Brown  stressed  that  he  was 
not  in  any  way  “warring  on  under¬ 
takers.” 

“They  have  a  job  to  do  and  as 
Christians  they  should  carry  on 
their  work  so  that  men  may  behold 
Christian  faith  in  action,”  he  said. 


Proper  handling  of  money  is  an 
“essential  part  of  honest  religion,” 
Dr.  Robert  J.  McCracken,  pastor  of 
Riverside  church  in  New  York,  de¬ 
clared  recently. 

“Money  can  be  a  beautiful  thing,” 
Dr.  McCracken  said.  “It  is  we  who 
niake  it  grimy  when  we  send  it 
where  it  has  no  business  to  go  and 
tarnish  it  with  unhallowed  trans¬ 
actions  in  spot  and  market  place.” 


Washington  MI 
Office  to  Be 
Opened 

Washington,  D.  C.  (M.I.)  —  A 
fourth  Methodist  Information  office 
on  the  general  church  level  is  to  be 
opened  in  the  nation’s  capital  by 
the  denomination’s  Commission  on 
Public  Relations  in  September. 

The  plan  was  made  public  today 
by  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines  of 
Indianapolis,  president  of  the  Com¬ 
mission. 

O.  B.  Fanning,  an  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Commission  and  head  of 
Nashville  Methodist  Information, 
has  been  elected  director  of  the  new 
office,  Bishop  Raines  announced. 

Mr.  Fanning,  a  former  city  editor 
in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  began  his  service 
for  the  church  six  years  ago  after 
fourteen  years  in  the  public  rela¬ 
tions  department  of  the  Goodyear 
Tire  and  Rubber  Company  and  two 
years  with  the  Red  Cross.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Public  Relations  So¬ 
ciety  of  America  and  the  National 
Religious  Publicity  Council  and  is 
a  University  of  Alabama  journalism 
graduate. 

The  new  Washington  office  will 
be  housed  in  the  Methodist  Build¬ 
ing,  100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.  E.  It 
will  provide  a  general  Methodist 
news  service  and  be  the  news  out¬ 
let  for  the  three  official  Methodist 
agencies  in  Washington,  the  Board 
of  Temperance,  the  Commission  on 
Chaplains  and  the  Commission  on 
Camp  Activities.  Mr.  Fanning  will 
also  cooperate  with  interdenomina¬ 
tional  offices  in  the  capital. 

The  Commission  on  Public  Rela¬ 
tions,  headed  by  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody 
in  New  York,  has  branch  offices  in 
Chicago  and  Nashville  where  num¬ 
erous  administrative  Boardk  are  lo¬ 
cated.  In  addition  the  Commission 
is  affiliated  with  twenty  regional 
offices  supported  locally. 

The  new  Washington  office  was 
made  possible  by  an  enlarged  ap¬ 
propriation  made  by  the  recent 
quadrennial  General  Conference  in 
Minneapolis. 

A  present  regional  news  bureau 
in  Methodist  headquarters  here  will 
be  continued.  Its  support  will  come 
from  the  three  conferences,  of  the 
Washington  Area. 

Mr.  Fanning’s  successor  in  Nash¬ 
ville  has  not  been  named. 


L.  R.  Newsman  To  Study  For  Episcopal  Ministry 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  fRNS)  —  Ralph  Leach,  34,  news  editor  of  the  Arkansas 
Gazette  here  for  three  years,  will  devote  his  life  to  proclaiming  the  ‘  good 
news  of  the  gospel.”  He  plans  to  enter  the  Episcopal  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Southwest  at  Austin,  Tex.,  in  September  to  prepare  for  the  ministry. 

Mr.  Leach  was  honored  at  a  surprise  dinner  given  by  the  men  s  club 
of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Joining  in  the  tributes  were  Bishop  R.  Bland  Mitchell  of  the  Arkansas 
Diocese;  Bishop  Coadjutor  Robert  R.  Brown;  the  Rev.  J.  Hodge  Alves, 
rector  of  Christ  church  here;  and  the  Rev.  William  A.  Willcox,  rector  of 
St-  Mark's  * 

Dr.  Dale  Alford,  a  senior  warden  of  St.  Mark’s,  pledged  that  the  vest¬ 
ry  would  provide  a  monthly  check  for  Mr.  Leach’s  expenses  during  his 
three  years  in  the  seminary. 

Bishop  Mitchell  expressed  gratification  that  “a  man  specially  trained 
in  news  should  decide  to  devote  his  life  to  proclaiming  the  good  news  of 
the  gospel.” 

The  newsman  made  the  ddtision  to  enter  the  ministry  at  an  Arkansas 
diocesan  conference  for  lay  readers  last  summer.  He  was  accepted  as  a 
postulant  in  July. 

“I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  merely  to  educate  people  would  not 
solve  their  problems,”  he  said.  “We  need  to  bring  them  to  an  awareness 
of  the  grace  of  God.” 


New  York  (RNS)  —  Six  Methodist  Annual  Conferences  have  granted 
full  clergy  rights  to  nine  women  ministers  following  the  approval  of  such 
action  May  4  by  the  denomination's  General  Conference  at  its  quadrennial 
meeting  in  Minneapolis. 

The  honor  of  being  the  first  woman  in  America  to  be  granted  full 
voting,  membership  in  an  annual  conference  —  which  carries  with  it  the 
right  of  a  pastoral  appointment  from  the  bishop  each  year  —  fell  to  the 
Rev.  Maud  K.  Jensen  of  New  Cumberland,  Pa.,  who  is  serving  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  with  her  husband,  Dr.  Anders  Kristian  Jenson. 

Mrs.  Jensen,  mother  of  two  grown  children  and  herself  a  missionary  in 
Korea  for  28  years,  was  admitted  to  full  membership  by  the  Central  Penn- 


Hollywood  Shelves 
Bible  Film  Stories 

Hollywood  (RNS)  —  More  than  a 
score  of  film  stories  with  Bible 
themes  have  been  shelved  tempor¬ 
arily  by  the  major  studios  in  the 
belief  that  the  public  demand  for 
religious  pictures  has  tapered  off. 

The  sole  exception,  “Joseph  and 
His  Brothers,”  will  go  before  the 
cameras  at  Columbia  studios  Oct.  1 
with  release  planned  for  a  year 
later.  The  filming  of  background 
footage  in  Egypt  has  been  complet¬ 
ed. 

Except  for  this  picture,  the  major 
studios  have  pushed  back  the  start¬ 
ing  dates  on  other  properties  for 
at  least  a  year. 

Beginning  with  “The  Robe,” 
Hollywood  has  turned  out  17  pic¬ 
tures  based  on  Bible  incidents.  A 
survey  taken  recently  revealed  that 
most  producers  feel  the  number  was 
too  great  in  such  a  short  span  of 
time,  and  that  both  Hollywood  and 
the  moviegoers  would  benefit  if 
religious  stories  in  the  future  were 
spread  out  more  evenly. 


Report  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Industry  3rd 
Among  TV  Advertisers 

Wahington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
alcoholic  beverage  industry  now 
ranks  third  among  all  advertisers 
in  the  amount  spent  on  television 
“spot  advertising,”  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Temperance  reported  here. 

It  said  the  Television  Bureau  of 
Advertising  estimated  expenditures 
by  brewers  and  distillers  at  $8,323,- 
000  for  the  first  three  months  of  this 
year.  This  was  exceeded  only  by 
the  food  and  drug  industries.  The 
amount  was  two  and  one-half  times 
that  spent  by  automobile  manufac¬ 
turers,  the  board  stated. 

The  board  also  reported  that 
newspaper  advertising  by  the  al¬ 
coholic  beverage  industry  hit  a  new 
record  yast  year.  Quoting  trade 
sources,  it  said  distillers  spent  $41,- 
055,000  on  newspaper  advertising, 
brewers  $17,021,000,  and  manufac¬ 
turers  of  wine  $1,334,000.  This  was 
a  2.7  per  cent  increase  over  the 
previous  record  set  in  1954. 

Postal  Rate  Bill  Excepts 
Religious  Publications 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
House  Post  Office  and  Civil  Service 
i  Committee  approved  a  bill  raising 
mailing  rates  for  second  class  pub¬ 
lications  but  leaving  the  rate  for 
religious  and  other  non-profit  pub¬ 
lications  unchanged. 

The  measure,  if  adopted  by  Con¬ 
gress,  will  widen  substantially  the 
difference  between  postage  rates 
for  religious  publications  and  those 
paid  by  daily  newspapers  and  secu¬ 
lar  magazines. 


sylvania  Methodist  Conference  at 
its  annual  meeting  held  in  Altoona, 
Pa. 

Her  husband,  a  native  of  Den¬ 
mark,  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Com¬ 
munists  for  nearly  three  years  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  in  Korea. 

Her  membership  in  the  annual 
conference,  like  that  of  all  other 
Methodist  clergymen,  is  on  a  trial 
basis  for  the  first  two  years. 

Other  women  receiving  full  cler¬ 
gy  rights  were: 

The  Rev.  Grace  E.  Huck  of  Fargo, 
N.  D.,  admitted  by  the  North  Dakota 
Methodist  Conference;  the  Rev. 
Grace  Weaver  of  Emmet,  Idaho,  by 
the  Idaho  Conference;  the  Rev.  El¬ 
len  M.  Studley  of  Mishawaka,  Ind., 
by  the  North  Indiana  Conference; 
the  Rev.  Jo  Lorene  Miller  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  by  the  Central  New  York  Con¬ 
ference;  and  four  women  ministers 
by  the  Maine  Conference. 

Those  accepted  by  the  Maine  Con¬ 
ference  were  the  Rev.  Margaret  L. 
Henrichsen  of  Sullivan;  the  Rev. 
Esther  A.  Haskard  of  West  Scar¬ 
borough;  the  Rev.  Alice  T.  Hart  of 
Hallowell;  and  the  Rev.  Gertrude 
G.  Harris  of  Phillips. 

Mrs.  Henrichsen  is  the  author  of 
“Seven  Steeples,”  a  volume  telling 
of  her  experiences  as  “rider”  since 
1945  of  the  Sullivan  circuit  with 
its  seven  churches.  The  book  was 
widely  sold  in  1954. 

Miss  Haskard  began  ministerial 
work  at  Southport,  Me.,  in  1925  and 
has  been  at  West  Scarborough  since 
.,1947.  Mrs.  Hart  started  preaching 
at  Eddington  in  1942,  and  Miss  Har¬ 
ris  at  Danforth  in  1946. 


Church  To  Launch 
Christian  Recreational 
Program 

Dayton,  O.  (RNS)  —  A  pioneer 
program  in  Christian  recreation  is 
being  launched  at  Shiloh  Congrega¬ 
tional  church  near  here. 

It  includes  appointment  of  a  full¬ 
time  director  of  Christian  recreation, 
sponsorship  of  daily,  summer-long 
playground  activities  and  coordina¬ 
tion  of  all  church  recreation,  leisure 
and  cultural  activities  on  a  year- 
round  basis. 

’the  director  is  George  F.  Rosselot, 
a  licensed  minister  in  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  Church  and 
former  director  of  recreation  f°r 
Goodwill  Industries  of  Dayton. 

Discussing  the  new  program, 

Fay  Le  Meadows,  Shiloh  pastor, 
said: 

“We  believe  there  are  three  areas 
in  every  person’s  life  —  worship! 
work  and  play.  We  want  to  inte¬ 
grate  the  three  so  a  person  can 
move  from  one  to  the  other  natural¬ 
ly,  happily  and  purposefully.” 
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BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  head  of 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  since 
1944,  will  be  presiding  at  his  -  13th 
round  of  regular  sessions  of  the  an¬ 
nual  conferences  since  his  conse¬ 
cration  as  a  Methodist  Bishop. 
Bishop  Martin  has  served  Metho¬ 
dism  in  many  responsibilities  out¬ 
side  the  .Arkansas-Louisiana  Area, 
including  work  with  the  General 
Boards  of  Education  and  Temper¬ 
ance.  During  the  1956-60  quadren- 
nium  he  will  be  a  member  of  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance  which  supervises  the  benev¬ 
olent  and  administrative  giving  of 
Methodism.  He  will  also  serve  dur¬ 
ing  this  quadrennium  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  which  will  give  general  di¬ 
rection  to  the  higher  education  em¬ 
phasis,  and  also  as  a  member  of 
the  General  Conference  Commission 
to  study  the  Jurisdictional  System 
of  Methodism. 


Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Conway  District 
since  February,  1955,  will  be  the 
host  District  Superintendent  for  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  session. 
Rev.  Mr.  Rickey  had  served  'several 
pastorates  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  before  his  appointment  to  the 
Conway  District,  including  Carrol- 
ton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
and  the  First  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette.  He  is  a  graduate  of  North¬ 
western  State,  Louisiana;  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity;  and  has  done  graduate 
work  at  Yale  University  and  Union 
Theological  School. 


REV.  HENRY  RICKEY 
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North  Arkansas  Annual 
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PLANNING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 
Suggested  Schedule — 1956  Session 


First  Methodist  Church,  Conway 


10:30  A.  M.,  June  13,  1956 


3:30  P.M. 
6:00  P.M. 
7:30  P.M. 
8:00  P.M. 


8:30 

8:30 

8:30 

9:00 

9:00 

10:30 

10:45 

11:00 

11:15 

11:20 


A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 


12:30  P.M. 
2:30  P.M. 
5:30  P.M. 
7:30  P.M. 


8:30 

9:00 

9:05 

9:20 

10:05 

10:20 

10:50 

11:05 

11:15 

11:25 


A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 


11 :55  A.M. 
12:10  P.M. 
12:30  P.M. 
1:00  P.M. 
1:00  P.M. 
2:30  P.M. 

4:00  P.M. 
5:30  P.M. 

7:30  P.M. 


8:30  A.M. 
9:00  A.M. 
9:05  A.M. 

9:35  A.M. 
10:05  A.M. 


10:35 

11:05 

11:15 

12:15 

1:00 

3:00 

4:00 

5:30 

7:30 


8:30 

9:00 

9:05 

9:20 

10:00 

10:10 

10:20 

10:35 

10:45 

10:55 

11:25 

11:45 

12:15 

1:00 

1:00 

7:30 


A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 


A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

P.M. 


TUESDAY,  JUNE  12 

Meeting  of  The  Board  of  Evangelism 
Board  of  Evangelism  Dinner,  Bachelor  Hotel 
Meeting  of  Board  of  Missions 
Meeting  of  The  Co-Ordinating  Council 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  13 

Meeting  of  World  Service  and  Finance  Commission 

Meeting  of  The  Board  of  World  Peace 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 

Meeting  of  The  Board  of  Missions 

Meeting  of  Town  and  Country  Commission 

Conference  convenes  for  organization  and  roll  call 

Report  of  Planning  Committee 

Nominations  from  The  Cabinet 

Report  No.  1,  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 

Service  of  Commemoration  and  The  Sacrament  of  The  Lord's  Supper 

Memorial  Sermon  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden 

Adjournment 

Organizational  Meetings  of  new  boards,  commissions  and  committees 

Training  Council  Dinner,  Bachelor  Hotel 

Worship  Service,  Sermon  by  Dr.  Earl  R.  Hoggard 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  14th 

Devotional  Service . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Journal 

Report  of  the  District  Superintendents 

Report  of  The  Board  of  Education 

Report  of  The  Board  of  World  Peace 

Report  of  The  Board  of  Evangelism 

Report  of  The  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 

Report  of  The  Conference  Statistician 

Report  of  The  Committee  on  American  Bible  Society 

Report  of  The  Board  of  Christian  Literature,  THE  ARKANSAS  METH¬ 
ODIST,  and  Methodist  Information 
Report  of  Mount  Sequoyah 

Report  of  The  Committee  on  Group  Insurance 
Adjournment 

University  Luncheon,  Small  Dining  Room,  Hulen  Hall 
Conference  Claimants  Luncheon,  Wesley  Memorial  Church 
Afternoon  Session  of  the  Conference 

1.  Report  of  Board  of  Ministerial  Training 

2.  Report  No.  1  of  The  Board  of  Missions  on  Church  Extension  Projects 
Worship  Service,  Sermon  by  Dr.  Ear!  R.  Hoggard 

Town  and  Country  Commission  and  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  Dinner, 


Wesley  Memorial  Church 
Worship  Service,  Sermon  by  Dr. 


Earl  R.  Hoggard 


DR.  EARL  HOGGARD 

Dr.  Earl  R,  Hoggard,  pastor  since 
1951  at  the  Floral  Heights  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
will  be  the  conference  preacher  for 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  de¬ 
livering  sermons  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  evenings,  and 
Thursday  afternoon. 

Dr.  Hoggard  has  served  all  his 
ministry  in  the  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  including  two  years  as  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  of  the  Green¬ 
ville  District.  He  was  associate  pas¬ 
tor  to  Bishop  Martin  when  the  Bis¬ 
hop  was  pastor  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Wichita  Falls.  Dr. 
Hoggard  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Methodist  University,  the  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  and  received  the 
Doctor  of  Laws  Degree  from  Mid¬ 
western  University  of  Wichita  Fall. 


9:30  A.M. 
10:45  A.M. 
12:00  noon 


FRIDAY,  ,JUNE  15th 

Devotional  Service . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

Report  of  The  Committee  on  Journal 

Report  of  The  Board  of  Temperance,  including  the  winning  High  School 
Essay 

Report  No.  2  of  The  Board  of  Missions 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities,  with  Dedication  Service  for  Lay 
Speakers 

Report  of  The  Town  and  Country  Commission 
Report  of  The  Committee  on  Advance 
The  Program  for  the  New  Quadrennium 
Adjournment 

Laymen’s  Luncheon,  Bachelor  Hotel 

Worship  Service,  Sermon  by  Dr.  Earl  R.  Hoggard 

Tea,  honoring  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin 

Hendrix  College  Dinner,  Hulen  Hall 

Service  of  Ordination,  Sermon  by  Dr.  Earl  R.  Hoggard 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  16th 

Devotional  Service . Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

Report  of  The  Committee  on  Journal 
Report  of  The  Conference  Treasurer 

Report  of  The  Commission  on  World  Service  and  Finance 

Report  of  The  Committee  on  District  Conference  Journals 

Report  of  The  Arkansas  Historical  Commission 

Report  No.  3  of  The  Board  of  Missioj^s 

Report  No.  2  of  The  Committee  on  Conference  Relations 

Report  of  The  Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 

Report  of  The  Co-Ordinating  Council 

Selection  of  Meeting  Place  for  the  1957  Conference 

Adjournment 

Ministers’  Wives  Luncheon,  Bachelor  Hotel 

Arkansas  State  College  Alumni  Luncheon,  Small  Dining  Room,  Hulen  Hall 
Youth  Rally 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  17th 
Love  Feast,  Rev.  C.  N.  Guice,  Presiding 

Morning  Worship  Service.  Sermon  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

Cldsing  Business  of  the  Conference  Reading  of  the  Appointments,  Broadcast 
over  Radio  Station  KLRA 


Rev.  Joel  Cooper  has  served  as 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Conway,  since  1951.  A  na¬ 
tive  of  Paragould,  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper 
is  a  graduate  of  Hendrix  College, 
and  the  School  of  Religion  at  Duke 
University.  Other  Pastorates  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  in¬ 
clude  Vanndale-Cherry  Valley,  Mt. 
Home  Parish,  and  Tuckerman.  He 
also  served  one  year  as  executive 
secretary  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  Town  and  Country 
Commission,  and  in  1949  was  named 
the  Rural  Minister  of  the  Year  for 
Arkansas,  the  Progressive  Farmer 
Award.  He  has  served  this  past 
quadrennium  as  a  member  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

REV.  JOEL  COOPER 
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Chas.  A.  Wells 


Editorial 

c- Prayer  Uigil  In  c5 Arkansas- Louisiana  LArea 

ONE  of  the  most  refreshing,  spiritual  experiences  our  Area 
is  having  is  coming  through  the  Prayer  Vigil  program  that 
has  been  in  progress  in  Louisiana  Conference  and  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  through  the  first  half  of  this  calendar  year. 

The  Prayer  Vigil  program  ended  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
with  the  meeting  of  the  Annual  Conference.  In  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  this  Prayer  Vigil  planned  for  the  first  half  of  the  year 
comes  to  a  close  and,  with  the  end  of  this  program  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference,  immediately  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
takes  it  up  and  will  continue  through  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Reports  from  every  side  tell  of  the  special  blessings  individ¬ 
uals  and  churches  have  experienced  through  this  prayer  program. 
We  should  all  be  thankful  for  these  silen^  forms  in  continuous 
prayer,  day  and  night.  Our  prayers  should  go  up  for  them,  for  our¬ 
selves,  for  the  great  church  we  love  and  for  the  troubled  world  in 
^  which  we  live.  Let  us  continue  our  prayers  believing  the  words 
of  the  Master  when  He  said,  “What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when 
ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have  them.” 

(Louisiana  (Conference  eAfCeets 
c At  (Centenary  (College 

IT  was  the  writer’s  privilege,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  present 
through  a  full  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  which  met 
in  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  in  Shreveport  Tuesday  through  Friday  morning  of  last  week. 
One  comes  away  with  the  feeling  that  this  is  truly  a  great  con¬ 
ference.  , 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  eight  districts  with  a  total 
of  309  pastoral  charges.  Last  year  its  church  membership  of  114,- 
274  raised  a  total  of  $9,806,280  for  all  purposes.  For  the  new  quad- 
rennium  the  conference  accepted  an  annual  apportionment  of 
$188,812  for  World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolences.  These 
figures  indicate  an  unusual  strength  in  an  Annual  Conference. 

Impressive  as  these  figures  are,  one  feels  in  watching  the  con¬ 
ference  in  action  that  the  real  bigness  of  the  conference  cannot  be 
put  in  a  statistical  report.  The  spirit  of  the  conference  and  its  in¬ 
terest  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom  is  about  all  one  could  hope  to 
find. 

The  interest  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  conference  membership 
in  the  total  program  of  the  church  is  in  evidence  in  the  wonder¬ 
ful  attendance  in  the  business  sessions  of  the  conference.  It  was 
announced  that  the  auditorium  in  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  was 
larger  than  in  any  Methodist  Church  in  the  city  except  at  First 
Methodist  Church.  Despite  its  size,  the  main  floor  of  the  Chapel 
was  often  filled  to  capacity  during  the  business  sessions.  At  times, 
with  extra  seats  provided,  some  people  were  standing. 

A  great  program  of  Christian  Education  is  carried  on  through 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  all  of  the  state  colleges  and  the  universi¬ 
ty.  The  conference  supports  a  wonderful  program  of  training  for 
its  ministerial  students  in  Centenary  College  and  in  our  theological 
seminaries.  The  program  of  Christian  Education  in  the  local  church 
is  of  a  very  high  order. 

Possibilities  for  growth  and  expansion  of  Methodism  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  seem  to  be  almost  unlimited.  It  appears  from  reports,  that  doors 
are  opening  to  our  church  faster  than  we  are  able  to  enter  them, 
try  as  we  may.  In  the  past  quadrennium  more  than  $60,000  was 
raised  for  church  extension  work  through  the  1000  Club.  Not  con¬ 
tent  with  this  achievement,  plans  were  adopted  by  the  conference 
to  expand  the  1000  Club  this  quadrennium  to  a  membership  of 
2,000. 

I Let’s  (Learn  LAbout  Ourselves 

THE  Methodist  Churth  is  now  entering  the  door  of  a  new  quad¬ 
rennium  of  program  in  which  there  will  be  two  major  em¬ 
phases,  the  local  church  and  higher  education.  It  is  our  un¬ 
derstanding  that  much  of  the  actual  program  and  cultivation  of  the 
higher  education  emphasis  will  be  developed  and  promoted  by  a 
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General  Conference  Commission  on  Higher  Education  with  the 
financial  aspect  of  this  program  being  determined  and  worked  out 
on  an  annual  conference  level.  The  program  for  local  church  em¬ 
phasis,  as  we  understand  it,  will  be  worked  out  more  on  a  local 
level  with  assistance  being  given  by  annual  conferences  and  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church. 

In  connection  with  the  local  church  emphasis  we  would  like 
to  make  a  suggestion  which  has  been  prompted  by  correspondence 
and  conversations  over  a  period  of  months,  with  ministers  and 
laymen.  We  believe  that  the  time  is  past  due  for  acquainting 
Methodist  people  generally  with  the  facts  of  life  regarding  Metho¬ 
dist  history,  Methodist  organization,  Methodist  conferences,  de¬ 
mocracy  in  Methodism,  and  the  Methodist  position  on  important 
current  issues. 

It  is  simply  amazing  how  little  many  church  going,  active 
Methodists  know  about  Methodism  in  general.  We  recently  had  a 
letter  from  one  of  our  readers  in  which  the  validity  of  an  editorial 
statement  was  questioned.  Now,  we  don’t  expect  all  our  readers 
to  agree  with  everything  we  say  editorially  and  we  are  not  too 
surprised  when  there  is  disagreement  with  positions  taken  editor¬ 
ially..  This  particular  letter,  however,  came  from  a  person  who  has 
taught  a  Methodist  Sunday  School  class  for  years,  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  The  Methodist  Church  since  early  childhood,  apparently 
keeps  abreast  of  the  times,  and  yet  frankly  admitted  that  she 
knew  more  about  the  organizational  setup  of  a  sister  denomination 
than  she  did  about  Methodism.  The  editorial  statement  of  fact 
being  questioned  revealed  a  lack  of  information  about  some  of  the 
basic  working  structure  of  Methodism. 

We  do  not  believe  that  Methodist  lay  people  are  wholly  to 
blame  for  this  blind  spot  in  Methodism’s  educational  program. 
Methodism  has  never  stressed  the  strict  denominational  sectarian 
approach  which  is  intended  to  leave  an  inquiry  or  church  member 
with  the  feeling  that  Methodists  have  all  the  answers  and  all  other 
denomination’s  and  sects  are  on  the  wrong  road  to  the  kingdom. 
But  Methodists  generally  ought  to  be  on  speaking  terms  with  the 
Methodist  facts  of  life. 

We  simply  suggest  that  local  church  leaders  should  keep  this 
matter  in  their  minds  as  they  plan  their  local  church  emphasis. 

A  great  deal  can  be  accomplished  with  a  series  of  acquainting 
sessions  with  local  church  leaders  with  the  Methodist  Discipline 
(1956  Discipline  will  be  out  in  a  few  months)  as  a  textbook.  A 
survey  of  the  local  church  and  annual  conference  representation  in 
the  various  conferences  of  Methodism,  of  the  organizational  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  local  church,  purpose  and  function  o  f  t  h  e  general 
boards  and  agencies,  Methodist  Articles  of  Religion  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Rules,  these  and  many  other  matters  could  keep  Methodists 
busy  for  months  learning  about  themselves.  It  ought  to  be  done. 
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At  Centenary  College  Student 

'  / 

Qets  Degree  In 
Iron  Lung 

By  MARGARET  McDONALD 


Charles  Hopkins  Parry  d  i  d 
not  march  in  measured  tread 
to  the  impressive  tones  of 
“Pomp  And  Circumstance” 
when  he  appeared  to  claim  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  on  Sunday,  May  27. 

The  26-year-old  Parry,  a  member 
of  the  graduating  class  of  1956,  is 
paralyzed  from  neck  to  heels  as  a 
result  of  infantile  paralysis. 

He  was  wearing  a  portable 
chest  respirator  beneath  his  black 
academic  gown,  and  he  was  wheel¬ 
ed  into  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
by  One  nurse  while  another  carried 
the  battery-powered  attachment 
which  keeps  him  supplied  with  life¬ 
prolonging  oxygen.  ^ 

Parry  was  not  even  able  to  reach 
out  and  accept  his  diploma  from 
the  hands  of  President  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
for  his  hands  have  been  useless  to 
him  since  he  was  stricken  with  polio 
in  October,  1949.  His  wasted  fingers 
are  encased  in  steel  braces  to  keep 
them  from  curling. 

However,  the  smile  on  Parry’s 
face  probably  was  brighter  than 
that  on  the  face  of  any  other  grad¬ 
uate.  This  was  Parry’s  hour  of 
triumph,  his  eloquent  answer  to 
those  who  told  him  a  paralyzed 
youth  could  never  expect  to  earn 
a  college  degree.  On  hand  to  share 
it  with  him  were  physicians  and 
nurses,  as  well  as  fellow  patients, 
from  the  polio  ward  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Memorial  Medical  Center  in 
Shreveport. 


P 

A  native  of  Waco,  Tex.,  Parry 
spent  most  of  his  childhood  in  Mon¬ 
roe,  about  70  miles  east  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  He  was  graduated  from  Neville 
High  School  in  Monroe,  then  entered 
Northeast  State  Junior  College  there 
in  1947.  He  transferred  to  Louisiana 
State  University  in  Baton  Rouge  in 
1948  and  was  an  architectural  en¬ 
gineering  student  there  when  polio 
struck.  Since  that  time,  he  has  al¬ 
ternated  between  an  iron  lung  and 
a  portable  chest  respirator. 

For  three  years,  he  lay  in  an  iron 
lung  in  Charity  Hospital,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  before  being  transferred  to 
the  Shreveport  hospital.  With  each 
day  that  passed,  his  hopes  for  even¬ 
tual  recovery  waned. 

“I  didn’t  do  much  planning,  but 
I  sure  did  plenty  of  praying,”  Parry 
recalls.  “I  knew  I’d  never  be  an 
architectural  engineer,  but  I  fig¬ 
ured  there  must  be  something  else 
I  could  do  even  in  my  condition. 
So  I  decided  I’d  prepare  to  be  a 
history  teacher.” 

In  the  fall  of  1953,  Parry  enrolled 
for  one  history  course  at  Centenary 
College.  A  two-way  communications 
system  provided  by  the  Southern 
Bell  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. 
enabled  him  to  hear  lectures  going 
on  in  classrooms  on  the  campus 
halfway  across  the  city,  and,  when 
Parry  wanted  to  ask  a  question,  he 
had  only  to  click  in  on  the  discus¬ 
sion. 

Members  of  the  First  Methodist 


Church  of  Shreveport  bought  an 
electric  page  turner  for  hfrn  to  flip 
the  leaves  of  his  books  as  he  stud¬ 
ied,  and  students  at  the  Shreveport 
Trades  School  built  him  an  elevated 
bed  to  keep  his  reading  material  at 
eye  level.  Parry  used  a  tape  re¬ 
corder  to  transcribe  classroom  lec¬ 
tures,  and  friends  came  in  to  or¬ 
ganize  his  recorded  lectures  into 
typewritten  study  outlines. 

Parry,  whose  movements  are  lim¬ 
ited  to  moving  his  head  from  side 
to  side,  operated  all  his  electrically- 
powered  equipment  with  levers, 
which  he  pressed  with  his  chin  as 
they  lay  on  the  pillow  beside  him. 
After  proving  that  he  could  do  well 
with  one  college  course,  he  grad¬ 
ually  increased  his  courses  until  he 
was  taking  the  normal  academic 
load  of  12  credit  hours  or  more  each 
semester.  His  grades  have  been  bet¬ 
ter  than  “B”,  or  close  to  the  honor 
status. 

In  the  time  remaining  after  his 
studies  were  completed  each  day, 
Parry  took  up  painting  and  earned 
a  special  award  as  “the  most  promis¬ 
ing  young  painter”  in  the  sixth  an¬ 
nual  Centenary  Artists’  Conference. 
He  holds  his  paint  brush  between 
his  teeth  as  he  paints. 

More  than  once,  he  has  appeared 
on  campus  to  address  chapel  assem¬ 
blies,  and  he  has  made  frequent 
appearances  on  radio  and  television 
on  behalf  of  March  of  Dimes  cam¬ 
paigns.  When  the  Salk  polio  vaccine 
was  announced  to  the  world,  Parry 
appeared  on  a  Shreveport  television 
to  comment  excitedly  on  what  it 
would  mean  in  the  years  ahead.  The 
Salk  vaccine,  however,  had  come 
too  late  to  help  Parry. 

“If  ever  I  do  get  well,  I’m  pre¬ 
pared  to  earn  a  living  teaching  his¬ 
tory,”  Parry  declares  with  justifi¬ 
able  pride.  “If  I  don’t  have  the  good 
fortune  to  recover,  at  least  I’ve  had 
the  satisfaction  of  proving  that  1 
could  earn  an  education  while  bed¬ 
ridden.” 

“I  just  trust  in  God  to  see  me 
through  each  day,”  he  says  thought¬ 
fully.  “I  have  faith  that,  whatever 
happens,  it’s  all  a  part  of  His  plan 
for  me.  Getting  well  no  longer  is 
an  obsession  with  me,  because  I’ve 
learned  to  live  with  my  handicap.” 


Methodists  To  Use 
Film  To  Recruit 
Missionaries 

The  first  motion  picture  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  ever  has  produced  to 
present  to  college  students  and 
young  adults  the  challenge  to-  over¬ 
seas  missionary  service  was  pre¬ 
miered  at  General  Conference  and 
will  be  available  for  general  use 
early  this  summer. 

The  30-minute  color  movie,  “Re¬ 
ply  to  Reality,”  was  shown  at  the 
Lyceum  Theatre  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  May  1.  It  was  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  films  shown  at  the  thea¬ 
tre  during  General  Conference  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Radio  and 
Film  Commission. 

Using  professional  actors  of  radio, 
screen  and  television,  the  film  was 
shot  in  December  at  the  Nashville 
studios  of  the  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission,  the  first  time  the  studios 
have  been  used  for  producing  a 
motion  picture.  “Reply  to  Reality” 
was  produced  for  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  specifically  for  its  Office 
of  Missionary  Personnel. 

The  film  tells  how  the  challenge 
to  overseas  missionary  service  is 
presented  to  a  Methodist  college 
student  fellowship  by  Kate  and 
Allen  Harper,  a  couple  who  were 
former  members  of  the  group  but 
now  missionaries.  The  Harpers’  ac¬ 
count  of  their  work  and  their  call 
for  new  missionaries  stimulate  a 
young  biology  professor  and  several 
students  to  consider  the  missionary 
vocation. 

The  professor,  Faith  Shipley,  de¬ 
cides  to  become  a  missionary  and 
the  film  indicates  that  a  young  wo¬ 
man  student,  Edith  Rogers,  strug¬ 
gling  with  the  conflicting  motives  of 
security  and  service,  also  will  go 
to  the  mission  field.  The  film  story 
also  dramatizes  the  problem  of  a 
young  man  drawn  to  the  mission 
field  and  of  his  sweetheart  who 
wants  to  remain  in  the  homeland. 

The  biologist  is  played  by  Miss 
Lillia  Heston  of  Chicago,  sister  of 
Hollywood  star  Charlton  Heston 
and  herself  an  actress  of  television, 
radio  and  screen.  Edith  Rogers  is 
played  by  Miss  Lesa  Davis,  a  for¬ 
mer  Chicago  singer  now  a  Holly¬ 
wood  actress.  Other  actors  were 
from  Chicago  and  Nashville. 

In  evaluating  the  film,  Miss  B. 
Elizabeth  Marchant,  visual  aids  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  said: 

“  ‘Reply  to  Reality’  presents  the 
motivation  for  missionary  service, 
shows  the  type  of  person  who  should 
consider  it,  shows  the  wide  variety 
of  missionary  vocations  and  tells 
the  process  for  becoming  a  mission¬ 
ary.” 

She  said  it  is  intended  to  be  shown 
to  campus  student  groups,  youth 
fellowships,  summer  youth  and  stu¬ 
dent  conferences,  vocational  clinics, 
gatherings  of  young  adults  and  var¬ 
ious  church  groups. 

“The  film  interprets  the  world 
mission  of  the  church  in  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  time,”  the  Rev.  Paul  W. 
Yount,  Jr.,  a  secretary  of  mission¬ 
ary  personnel  said,  “and  challenges 
today’s  students  and  young  adults 
to  commit  themselves  to  this  mis¬ 
sion.” 

When  the  film  is  made  available 
it  will  rent  for  $8  from  Methodist 
Publishing  House  depositories. 

Production  supervisors  were  Dr. 
Harry  Spencer,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Radio  and  Film  Commission, 
and  Dr.  Howard  Tower,  associate 
executive  secretary. 


First  person  in  the  United  States  to  earn  a  college  degrees 
while  in  an  iron  lung,  so  far  as  can  be  determined,  is  Charles' 
Hopkins  Parry,  below,  who  received  the  BA  degree  in  history 
from  Centenary  on  Sunday,  May  27.  Here  Miss  Wilma  Hunt,  a 
friend,  transcribes  his  tape-recorded  classroom  lectures  on  the 
typewriter.  Parry  is  wearing  a  portable  chest  respirator,  but  he 
still  sleeps  in  the  larger  iron  lung  each  night. 


Grinning  broadly,  Charles  Parry,  26-year-old  polio  victim  is 
shown  here  receiving  his  BA  degree  from  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
president  of  Centenary  at  the  regular  commencement  exercises 
on  Sunday,  May  27. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

CLOSED  MINDS 


A  young  minister  told  me  some  time  ago  the  difficulties  in  his  parish 
were  due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  people  there  hated  to  be  disturbed 
by  a  new  idea. 


had  to  contend  with  persons  who  closed  their  minds 
ut  while  there  are  stubborn  and  prejudiced  persons  who 
refuse  to  open  their  minds  to  new  points  of  view, 
there  are  also  people  who  are  better  at  opening  their 
minds  than  at  closing  them.  So  apparent  are  the  evils 
of  the  closed  mind,  we  often  overlook  the  perils  of  the 
too  open  mind. 

Some  persons  are  like  houses  with  their  doors  and 
windows  open  in  the  wintertime.  They  hold  no  warn¬ 
ing  convictions.  Their  thinking  and  living  lack  defi¬ 
niteness  and  decisiveness.  A  short  time  ago  a  little 
group  was  discussing  the  difficulties  of  thinking  our 
way  through  these  times  of  disturbing  and  kaleido¬ 
scopic  change.  One  said  rather  humorously  that  she 
had  adopted  a  new  morning  prayer.  It  was  this:  “O  Lord,  give  me  my 
daily  opinion  and  forgive  me  for  the  one  I  had  yesterday!” 

"Whereupon  another  said  he  had  a  favorite  prayer  and  he  repeated 
the  oft-quoted  petition,  “O  Lord,  give  me  the  courage  to  change  the  things 
that  should  be  changed,  and  the  patience  to  endure  the  things  that  cannot 
be  changed,  and  the  wisdom  to  know  the  difference.” 

Yes,  we  need  the  wisdom  to  know  also  what  questions  should  be 
closed  and  what  should  be  left  open.  Some  of  us  keep  our  minds  too  open 
in  the  rear.  "We  continue  to  look  back  to  yesterday’s  decisions,  wondering 
if  we  reached  the  right  conclusions  and  spending  our  energies  retrying  the 
cases.  We  have  not  learned  the  secret  of  closing  the  door  behind  us  —  a 
truth  which  Jesus  repeatedly  drove  home  by  such  remarks  as,  “No  man 
having  put  his  hand  on  the  plow  and  looking  back  is  fit  for  the  kingdom 
of  God.” 

A  man  was  once  playing  golf  with  Lloyd  George,  former  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  of  England.  On  their  way  from  the  golf  course  they  had  to  pass 


We  all  have 
against  change.  I 


through  a  field  in  which  some  cattle  were  grazing.  The  man  was  so  en¬ 
grossed  in  the  great  statesman’s  conversation  he  forgot  to  latch  the  gate 
Whereupon  Mr.  George  went  back  and  closed  the  gate. 

Resuming  their  walk  and  conversation,  Lloyd  George  told  of  a  certain 
local  physician  who  had  died  a  short  time  before.  Some  neighbors  went  to 
call  on  him  in  his  last  illness.  They  said  to  him,  “Doctor,  you  have  lived 
a  long  and  very  useful  life  in  our  midst.  Have  you  any  message  you  would 
like  to  leave  to  your  neighbors?”  “No,”  said  the  old  doctor  modestly,  “ex¬ 
cept  that  you  might  tell  them  I  have  always  made  a  point  of  closing  the 
gate  behind  me.”  \  {  /' 

And  we  must  learn  that  all  the  issues  of  the  future  do  not  have  to  be 
left  as  open  questions.  I  have  the  greatest  sympathy  with  young  people  in 
these  troubled  and  uncertain  times.  To  be  sure,  no  young  person  today 
knows  quite  where  he  or  she  will  be  a  year  from  now.  But  is  there  any¬ 
one  who  cannot  decide  what  kind  of  a  person  he  wants  to  be  a  year  from 

now?  We  can  at  least  close  our  minds  on  the  question  of  life’s  direction 
and  goal. 

When  Lindbergh  sat  alone  in  his  plane  “The  Spirit  of  St.  Louis,”  and 
headed  out  over  the  Atlantic,  his  mind  was  open  to  many  uncertainties  for 
he  was  doing  something  never  done  before.  But  he  was  settled  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  his  direction  and  destination. 

And  that  is  the  question  the  Master  of  Life  calls  us  to  settle.  Recall 
the  occasion  when  His  disciple  John  came  to  Him  and  said,  “We  saw  one 
casting  out  devils  and  we  forbade  him  because  he  followeth  not  with 
us.„  Jesus  replied,  “Forbid  him  not,  for  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  for 
us.  Jesus  was  not  seemingly  much  concerned  what  banner  the  other 
healer  carried  as  long  as  he  was  working  in  the  right  direction. 

Contrast  that  statement  with  our  Lord’s  remark  on  another  occasion 
when  He  said:  “He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me;  he’that  gathereth  not 
with  me  scattereth.”  In  this  second  situation,  as  I  understand  it,  Jesus  was 
rebuking  those  whose  motive  direction  ran  counter  to  His.  He  was  saying 
that  everyone  must  choose  whether  he  will  be  a  gatherer  with  Christ  or 
a  scatterer  away  from  Him.  On  this  issue  no  one  of  us  can  be  neutral. 

Right  now,  within  the  next  hour,  by  what  we  say  or  do  we  shall  be 
adding  to  the  gathering  forces  which  make  for  love  and  sympathy  and 
peace,  or  to  the  scattering  forces  which  make  for  enmity,  division  and 
destruction.  Choose! 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


LAYMEN  AT  WORK  IN  LOUISIANA 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  19  and  20 
the  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  with  the 
laymen  of  Louisiana  in  a  Work  Conference  at 
Camp  Brewer,  close  to  Alexandria.  The  com¬ 
mercial  airlines  have  an  office  at  the  England 
Air  Force  Base,  so  one  of  the  first  impressions 
of  the  trip  was  to  see  a  small  jet  plane  zoom 
off  with  a  deafening  roar,  then  point  its  nose 
straight  up  toward  the  highest  point  in  the  sky 
and  make  a  manly  effort  to  reach  it.  But  driv¬ 
ing  through  the  pleasant  countryside  of  that 
good  state,  the  visitor  from  the  north  notices  a 
number  of  palms,  many  trees  with  Spanish 
moss  hanging  languidly  from  the  branches, 
swaying  with  the  wind.  It  gives  a  distant,  old- 
world  look  to  the  woodlands  by  the  highways. 

The  Layman’s  Work  Conference  was  at¬ 
tended  by  105  men.  The  program  centered  a- 
round  the  challenge  of  the  Christian  Church  to 
laymen  in  all  walks  of  life.  The  main  attraction 
was  the  presence  and  speaking  of  Dr.  Harry 
Denman,  the  consecrated  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism.  This  great  layman 
has  a  message  of  such  power  and  earnestness 
that  no  one  coming  under  the  spell  of  his  voice 
can  keep  from  being  moved  to  a  deeper  sense  of 
dedication.  It  is  no  wonder  that  Dr.  Denman  is 
called  around  the  world  to  witness  for  Christ. 
His  straightforward  appeal  and  his  willingness 
to  live  out  in  detail  the  gospel  that  he  preaches, 
make  him  one  to  be  heard  as  often  as  the  op¬ 
portunity  may  afford. 

The  conference  was  presided  over  by  Bob 
Lay,  who  is  lay  leader  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  This  good  man  is  one  of  the  many  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leaders  who  are  guiding  their  fel¬ 
low  laymen  toward  a  greater  sense  of  obliga¬ 
tion  toward  Christ  and  His  Church.  The  writer 
had  the  opportunity  to  tell  the  story  of  Lay 
Speaking  in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 

These  retreats,  or  work  conferences,  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  make  their  value  felt  in  the  life  of 
the  Church.  Through  the  comradeship  of  Chris- 


0  iimiiiiiimiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiliiiiliiiii,iiiiliiiiiiiiiimi|l,Mi, 11,1111^,111, i,,,, |0 

i  On  A  Wide  I 
1  Circuit  1 

W.  W.  Qeid  i 


There  are  certain  “prices”  that  one  must 
pay  in  order  to  achieve  even  a  relative  degree 
of  democracy  in  a  so-called  deliberative  as¬ 
sembly.  One  of  these  is  time:  the  true  democrat¬ 
ic  process  —  letting  each  have  his  say  and  let¬ 
ting  each  make  his  contribution  to  the  result  — 
is  time-consuming;  the  movements  of  a  dicta¬ 
torship  are  much  faster.  Another  is  patience 
and  tolerance:  hearing  the  other  fellow  out; 
assessing  his  suggestion  in  the  light  of  one’s  own 
experience.  And  a  third  “price”  of  true  democ¬ 
racy  is  a  “freedom  from  points  of  order”  that 
hamper,  or  curtail,  or  hurry  one  who  may  have 
something  of  value  to  offer  the  assembly. 

Now  I  share  with  quite  a  number  of  ob¬ 
servers  conviction  that  the  recent  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  was  seriously 
—  even  dangerously  —  lacking  in,  all  these 
necessary  attributes  of  a  genuinely  deliberative 
assembly.  It  seemed  unwilling  to  pay  the  higher 
cost  in  time,  in  patience,  and  in  listening  with 
an  open"  mind. 

We  are  told  that  the  real  work  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  done  in  the  ten  legislative 
committees  and  that  each  delegate  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  one.  That  is  true.  But  it  also  means  that 
a  committee  report  came  from  10%  or  less  of 
the  Conference,  and  that  some  committees  had 
a  preponderance  of  members  who  selected  to 
serve  on  that  particular  committee  because  of 
already-arrived-at  conclusions  for  or  against 


tian  men,  we  come  to  learn  how  many  men  are 
really  looking  for  greater  challenges  in  their 
Christian  lives.  We  find  great  strength  ourselves 
as  our  friends  commit  themselves  to  greater 
service.  We  are  made  to  feel  humbly  thankful 
when  a  friend  asks  us  to  pray  for  his  son,  or  to 
help  him  with  some  personal  problem  which 
only  God  can  solve.  These  and  many  other  re¬ 
sults  make  it  worth  all  the  effort  it  takes  to 
hold  these  meetings  across  our  conferences. 


—  t 

its  major  considerations.  That  is  understandable, 
legal,  and  probably  desirable.  But  it  indicates 
why  there  should  be  ample  provision  for 
time  and  opportunity  for  discussion  on 
the  main  floor  of  the  Conference.  For  if  discus¬ 
sion  time  is  limited,  or  men  must  compete  for 
the  chair’s  attention,  or  a  “point  of  order”  or  a 
“previous  question”  motion  interrupts  or  termi¬ 
nates  debate,  then  the  90%  may  be  disenfran¬ 
chised  and  their  views  unheard  .  .  .  Indeed,  I 
am  one  who  feels  that  there  were  several  im¬ 
portant  decisions  made  that  would  have  proba¬ 
bly  been  decided  differently  had  there  been 
ample  time  for  free  discussion.  The  pity  is  that 
the  Church  will  have  to  live  with  these  hasty 
decisions  for  four  years. 

It  must  be  recognized,  too,  that  some  im¬ 
portant  reports  came  from  groups  other  than  the 
ten  committees,  had  not  had  committee  consid¬ 
eration,  and  that  parliamentary  motions  pre¬ 
vented  wide  discussion  of  them.  (Fifty  percent 
of  the  delegates  were  such  for  the  first  time, 
and  many  were  unfamiliar  with  the  involved 
parliamentry  procedures.  Indeed,  I  am  willing 
to  contend  that  the  motion  for  “The  previous 
question”  is  often  undemocratic  and  discourte¬ 
ous  to  the  house;  especially  when  made  follow¬ 
ing  a  humorous  address  which  favors  the  mov¬ 
er’s  point  of  view.  I  regret,  too,  that  there  are 
differences  in  presiding  officials,  and  one’s  rul¬ 
ing  on  procedures  may  unwittingly  help  de¬ 
termine  a  vote;  and  I  am  sure  that  consideration 
of  200  reports  in  one  long  half-day  is  not  time 
enough  for  adequate  discussion. 

I  would  suggest  four  ideas  for  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  makers  of  rules  for  future  General 
Conferences:  (1)  that  adequate  time  be  given 
for  calm  consideration  by  the  total  body  of  ac¬ 
tions  which  are  to  affect  the  Church’s  life  for 
four  years;  (2)  that  on  every  question,  the  dele¬ 
gation  from  each  annual  conference  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  have  one  of  its  members  present  its  point 
of  view  if  it  so  desires  (as  done  in  UN  debates); 
it  will  take  time,  but  you  can't  achieve  democ¬ 
racy  without  it  —  nor  through  a  parliamentary 
struggle;  (3)  the  motion  for  “the  previous  ques¬ 
tion”  should  be  done  away  with  or  sharply  mod¬ 
ified  and  many  other  rules  and  procedures 
simplified;  (4)  there  should  be  a  trained  parli- 
mentarian  (a  secretary)  beside  the  presiding 
officer,  keeping  him  informed  of  “the  parli- 
mentary  situation.” 

While  working  for  world  democracy,  let’3 
preserve  it  in  the  Church. 


DEMOCRACY  AND  THE 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


FOR  YOUTH  COUNSELORS 


THE 

BROADCASTER 

J.  Daniel  Barron 

i  just  flat  ran  out  of  energy  long 
before  I  ran  out  of  goatheads  in 
my  expensive  new  district  parson¬ 
age  yard. 

Goatheads  is  not  the  botanical 
name,  I  am  sure,  of  that  rapidly 
growing  and  prolific  wine  that 
yields  scores  of  vicious  small  burrs. 
But  exhaustion  is  the  correct  name 
of  what  happened  to  me  the  first 
day  I  hoed  goatheads  in  the  broil¬ 
ing  sun. 

As  I  hoed  away,  I  remembered 
that  last  summer  there  was  more 
Bermuda  grass  on  that  vacant  lot  I 
was  preparing  for  the  new  parson¬ 
age  than  there  were  goatheads. 

Why,  did  the  peaky  burr-bearing 
vind  now  cover  the  place  instead  of 
the  wanted  grass?  Why  didn’t  the 
goatheads  perish  and  the  grass 
prosper  with  the  breaking  of  the 
ground  and  the  coming  of  the 
rain? 

This  is  a  question,  like  many 
others  in  the  realm  of  what  man 
calls  evil,  no  man  can  answer-logic- 
ally  or  theologically. 

But  there  is  a  practical  answer — 
a  hoe  in  the  hand  and  a  song  fti  the 
heart  of  a  man.  The  answer  to  evil, 
in  a  word,  is  constructive  response, 
rather  than  bitter  reaction. 

In  the  case  of  the  menacing  goat¬ 
heads,  for  instance,  I  did  not  curse 
the  prolific  vine  —  much,  anyway. 

I  did  not  sit  and  try  to  reason  out 
why  the  wanted  grass  disappeared 
and  the  unwanted  vine  appeared.  I 
did  not  theologize  or  philosophize. 

I  d  i  d  a  practical,  constructive 
thing.  I  got  a  sharp  hoe  and  went  to 
work  on  the  unwanted. 

This  sensible  response  produced 
so  many  values  I’m  tempted  to  call 
the  goatheads  godsends. 

The  day  I  had  them  wilting  on 
the  125  x  170  foot  lot,  I  had  five 
less  pounds  of  excessive  weight.  I 
had  absorbed  a  vast  amount  of  ex¬ 
pansive  vitamines  from  the  sun  — 
free.  I  had  mastered  something  and 
the  strength  of  the  “kill”  had  been 
added  to  my  strength.  I  now  have  a 
sense  of  belonging  to  the  place  and 
the  place  belonging  to  me.  I  feel 
superior  to  my  weedy  neighbors.  I 
think  I  taught  my  new  neighbors 
to  respect  me  and  goatheads  to  fear 
me.  But  best  of  all,  I  saw  again  that 
when  you  face  evil,  tear  into  it — 
don’t  tear  over  it. 


PASTOR  QUITS  MINISTRY 
BECAUSE  OF  PRESSURE 
ON  FAMILY 

Audubon,  la.  (RNS) — The  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  church  here  is 
quitting  the  ministry  June  1  because 
his  job  won’t  permit  ^“normal  fam¬ 
ily  life.” 

The  Rev.  Grant  Elford  told  his 
Parishioners  he  will  become  the  spe¬ 
cial  representative  of  a  life  insur¬ 
ance  company. 

“I  don’t  want  to  leave  the  im¬ 
pression  that  I  have  any  rancor  at 
all,”  he  said.  “But  the  pressure  on  a 
minister  and  his  family  is  so  great 
that  when  his  children  are  small 
they  are  not  able  to  live  the  lives 
of  normal  live-wire  children.” 

Mr.  Elford,  35,  is  the  father  of 
nree  children,  Jonathan,  12,  Jean- 
ette>  10,  and  Barbara,  8.  He  started 
Pr®aching  when  he  was  a  19-year- 
°  d  student  at  Hamline  University, 
bt-  Paul,  Minn. 
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When  The  Camper 

Returns  To  The  Church 


By  RUPERT  D.  COLES 


(The  editors  are  indebted  to  Rev. 
Rupert  D.  Coles ,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Mooringsport 
for  three  articles  on  the  general 
subject  of  camping,  the  last  of 
which  is  published  at  this  time. 
The  editors  believe  that  these  dis¬ 
cussions  will  contribute  to  a  better 
understanding  and  appreciation  of 
the  place  of  camp  ing  in  the 
church’s  program,  and,  most  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  development  o  f 
Christian  character  in  the  lives  of 
young  people. — Editors) 


IT  is  not  untrue  to 
state  that  events 
after  camp  are  of 
almost  equal  sig¬ 
nificance  to  a  camper 
as  the  week  spent  in 
camp  itself.  This  is 
not  to  minimize  the 
importance  of  the 
camps  i  t  e  experience 
but  to  emphasize  the  potential  good 
which  may  result  from  exploring 
and  cultivating  the  post-camping 
period. 

Too  often  a  camper  returns  home 
enthusiastic  about  a  ne  w-found 
world  and  eager  to  share  his  find¬ 
ings  with  less-fortunate  s  t  a  y-at- 
homes.  Immediately  his  enthusiasm 
is  dampened  when  h  e  discovers 
his  friends  only  mildly  interested. 
They  seem  to  have  little  desire  of 
giving  him  a  hearing.  The  church 
itself  gives  him  a  rather  cool  re¬ 
ception,  for  in  general  adults  re¬ 
gard  camping  as  a  sort  of  “play 
time.”  The  summer  camp  hardly 
ever  receives  its  proper  recognition 
as  a  spiritual  experience.  In  light 
of  this  home  attitude,  it  is  small 
wonder  that  the  camper  recedes  in¬ 
to  his  own  shell,  privately  relives 
his  camping  week  for  awhile,  then 
forgets  it  all  too  soon. 

The  real  tragedy  of  all  this  is 
that  the  camper’s  new  ideas  and 
leadership,  which  often  come  back 
with  him  from  camp,  fail  to  be  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  church  program. 
An  opportunity  to  breathe  new  life 
into  the  local  MYF  is  lost.  Equally 
harmful  is  that  the  returned  camp¬ 
er  is  often  discouraged  and  his  ar¬ 
dor  dampened  by  the  indifference 
of  the  local  group. 

This  does  not  have  to  be  the  case, 
nor  is  it  always  the  situation.  Many 
times  a  local  group  wisely  will  pre¬ 
pare  to  incorporate  the  observations 
oFthe  returned  camper  into  its  own 
program.  Of  course,  in  order  that 
the  local  church  may  know  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  camp,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  camper  meet  with  the  youth 
council  and  discuss  possible  addi¬ 


tions  to  the  youth  program.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate  council  the  counselor  must 
be  prepared  to  take  the  initiative  in 
laying  plans.  Senior  council  mem¬ 
bers,  however,  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed  with  as  much  freedom 
as  is  consistent  with  good  planning. 

Ideas  of  the  returned  camper 
should  be  exhausted  while  the 
week’s  activities  are  fresh  on  his 
mind.  Group  discussion  procedures, 
newly-learned  recreation,  c  r  a  ft- 
work,  group  worship  and  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  experiences,  fresh  insight  in¬ 
to  Bible  study,  and  kind  of  pro¬ 
jects  ...  all  these  possibilities 
should  be  examined  and  considered 
relative  to  incorporation  into  the 
local  church  program.  The  church 
should  not  balk  at  the  little  expense 
of  putting  these  ideas  into  effect. 
An  ice-cream  and  cake  supper 
sponsored  by  the  teenagers  will 
help  solve  the  financial  problem  as 
well  as  encourage  participation  in 
the  total  church  endeavor. 

It  is  easily  seen  that  a  positive 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  local 
group  is  necessary  to  the  success 
of  any  new  ideas.  Nothing  is  as 
deadening  to  enthusiasm  as  a  skep¬ 
ticism  about  new  procedures.  A 


wise  counselor  will  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  critical  evaluation  and  stub¬ 
born  cynicism  and  will  endeavor  to 
weed  out  the  latter  immediately. 

One  probable  result  of  this  post¬ 
camping  survey  is  the  decision  of 
the  group  to  do  more  camping  it¬ 
self.  Weekend  camping  may  have 
never  been  considered  before,  but 
its  possibilities  should  be  examined. 
The  Shreveport-Ruston  camp  on 
Caney  Lake  is  used  practically 
every  weekend  during  the  spring, 
summer,  and  fall  seasons  for  over¬ 
night  outings.  This  program,  which 
has  been  initiated  and  encouraged 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Searles, 
advisors  to  the  camp,  has  been  ac¬ 
tively  received  by  the  churches. 
Local  groups  have  discovered  the 
value  of  this  type  of  experience.  A 
proper  use  of  the  returned  camper 
can  be  the  key  to  opening  this  door 
of  activity  to  any  group. 

Briefly,  then,  this  is  the  way  in 
which  the  camping  experience  can 
be  a  continuing  thing  in  the  life  of 
a  camper  and  a  spark  which  might 
light  new  fires  of  interest  in  the 
youth  group  of  any  church.  It_will 
take  some  planning  and  work  on 
the  part  of  all  concerned  but  it 
isn’t  worth  it. 


Rev.  Mr. 
Coles 


Page  Seven 


Louisiana  Conference  Appointments  For  1956 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent — A.  W.  Townsend, 
Jr. 

Alexandria,  First — J.  Henry  Bowdon 
Associate — Robert  Lynn  Potter 
Trinity — Otis  W.  Spinks 
Wesley — Clyde  T.  Shaw 
Ball — Odell  Simmons 
Belah-Eden — T.  B.  S. 

Boyce — Robert  Townsend 
Davis-Dodson — Grafton  Shaw 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist,  Bunkie — J.  J. 
Car  aw  ay 

Clear  Creek  Circuit — Champ  Breeden 

Colfax— Clark  W.  BeU 

Effie— John  Sayes 

Elizabeth — John  F.  Kellogg 

Evergreen — Carl,  Lipe 

Glenmora — D.  R.  Deen 

Hollins  Chapel— Ed  Pickens 

Jena — W.  O.  Lynch 

Jonesville — L.  Gray  Wilson 

Lecompte — C.  H.  Giessen 

Marksville — Minns  S.  Robertson 

Marthaville — A.  N.  Baum 

Melder— Henry  O.  Pinckard 

Montgomery — J.  C.  Skinner 

Mt.  Zion  Charge— Dell  S.  Durand 

Natchitoches,  First— George  F.  Pearce,  Jr. 

Faith— J.  W.  Lee 
Oakdale— S.  S.  Holladay 
Oak  Grove — Claude  Hall 
Olla — J.  A.  Jones 
Palestine — E.  W.  Sandel 
Pineville — John  F.  Kilpatrick 
Pollock— E.  L.  McKay 
Trout— Harry  W.  Cannon,  Jr. 

Urania — W.  T.  Hall 
Weaver — W.  R.  Akin 
White's  Chapel— H.  D.  Fisher 
Winnfield — Luther  L.  Booth 
Chaplain  Charity  Hospital,  Pineville — John 
F.  Kilpatrick 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Army — L.  R.  Nease,  Jr. 
Conference  Director  Stewardship  —  Karl 
Tooke 

Director  Louisiana  Methodist — J.  J.  Cara- 


w  dy 

Director  of  Camping— L.  L.  Booth 

Director  of  Stewardship — George  Pearce 

Director  of  Visual  Education — J.  C.  Skin- 
ner 

Director  of  Wesley  Foundation,  N.  S.  C.— 
Miss  Ann  Adams 

Missionary  Secretary — C.  H.  Giessen 

Secretary  of  Evangelism — John  F.  KUpat- 

Student  Boston  School  of  Theology— Lloyd 

A.  Foreman 

Student  Iliff  School  of  Theology— Robert 
L.  Tatum 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Stone 
W.  Caraway 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Edward  W.  Har¬ 
ris 

Amite — James  E.  Christie 
Angie-Vamado— A.  E.  Wingfield 
Baker— Marvin  H.  Corley 
Baton  Rouge,  1st  Church — Dana  Dawson, 
Jr. 

Associate — Hugh  Baker 
Associate— Donald  Barnes 
Associate — Robert  Ed  Taylor 
Broadmoor — J.  P.  Woodland 
Ingleside — W.  R.  Irving 
Istrouma — Jerome  Cain 
North  Baton  Rouge — James  L.  Stovall 
University— William  E.  Trice 
Winbourne— A.  A.  Collins 

Bethel— T.  J.  Smith 
Blackwater— A.  G.  Taylor 
Bluff  Creek— J.  N.  Lambert 
Bogalusa,  E.  S.  M. — W.  H.  Giles 
Carpenter’s  Chapel — T.  B.  S. 

Clinton-Clear  Creek— George  W.  Harkins 

Deerford — George  M.  Horne 

Denham  Springs — Fred  Schwendimann 

Fisher— C.  J.  T.  Cotten 

Franklinton — J.  H.  Sewell 

Gonzales— T.  H.  Milby,  Jr. 

Gonzales  Ct.— J.  M.  Wilkes 
Greensburg— J.  R.  Woodward 
Hammond — Edward  R.  Thomas 
Jackson— J.  B.  Shearer 
Kentwood — Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 
Livingstone  Ct. — T.  B.  S. 

Live  Oak — J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

Loranger — T.  B.  S. 

Lottie-Rosedale — L.  W.  Taylor 

Magnolia — Wayne  Perrott 

New  Roads— T.  D.  Lipscomb 

Pine  Grove— S.  E.  Sterrett 

Plaquemine-Grand  River— W.  P.  Fraser 

Ponchatoula — Wilson  Watson 

Port  Allen — William  Porter 

St.  Francisville — E.  E.  Sylvest 

St.  Helena — Calvin  Lapuyade 

Slaughter— G.  H.  Corry 

Springfield — A.  D.  George 

Tangipahoa — Angus  L.  Carruth 

Tickfaw — Paul  Carroll 

Walker — P.  W.  Sibley 

Wesley  Chapel — T.  B.  S. 

Zachary — James  Ailor 

District  Director  Louisiana  Methodist — 
Marvin  H.  Corley 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Karl 
D.  Wood 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Wm. 
Jacocks 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Don¬ 
ald  M.  Learner 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
Henry  W.  Blakeman 

Board  of  Missions  (Missionary) — J.  W. 
Spitzkeit 

Wesley  Foundation  Director,  L.  S.  U. — 
Raymond  K.  De  Hainaut 
Chaplain  Greenwell  Springs — T.  J.  Smith 
District  Secretary  of  Evangelism — James 
Stovall 

District  Secretary  of  Temperance — J.  B. 


Shearer 

Director,  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation — W.  Earl  Hotalen 
District  Missionary  Secretary — James  Ailor 
Chaplain  U.  S.  A.  F. — Oakley  Edwards 
Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology  — 
George  Hess 

Conference  Secretary  Town  and  Country 
Work— J.  H.  Sewell 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent — R.  R.  Branton 
Abbeville — R.  M.  Bentley 
Berwick, — A.  W.  Coody 
Church  Point — Dan  Tohline 
Crowley,  1st  Church — Louis  Hoffpauir 
1st  Church,  Associate — F.  J.  McCoy 
Wesley — Raymond  Pierson 
Donaldsonville — G.  A.  LaGrange 
Ebenezer — Stephen  Wendt 
Franklin — A.  S.  Hurley 
Golden  Meadow — Travis  Campbell 
Grand  Isle — T.  B.  S. 

Houma,  1st  Church — B.  A.  Galloway 
Houma  Heights — T.  B.  S. 

Iota-Maxie — T.  B.  S. 

Indian  Bayou — M.  L.  Davis 
Jeanerette— A.  M.  Martin 
Krotz  Springs — J.  C.  Zerrangue 
Lafayette,  Asbury — Byrl  Moreland,  Jr. 
Davidson — Woodrow  Hearn 
1st  Church — Fred  S.  Flurry 
Lockport — Robert  Collie 

Associate — Ira  W.  Robinson 
Melville — O.  L.  Golson 
Morgan  City — Robert  W.  Bengtson 
New  Iberia — W.  R.  Wendt 
Opelousas — R.  E.  Walton 
Patterson — T.  B.  S. 

Pecan  Island — E.  Brouillette 
Raceland — T.  B.  S. 

Rayne — Douglas  T.  Williams 
Thibodeaux — Robert  R.  Miller 
Chaplain  Charity  Hospital  —  Woodrow 
Hearn 

Director  Louisiana  Methodist  —  A.  W. 
Coody 

Director  of  Camping — R.  E.  Walton 
Director  of  Stewardship — W.  R.  Wendt 
Director  of  Visual  Educaiton — R.  R.  Miller 


Missionary  Secretary — Benedict  Galloway 
Secretary  of  Evangelism— Fred  S.  Flurry 
Secretary  of  Temperance — R.  M.  Bentley 
Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology— Louis 
R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Sam  Nader 
Bell  City— E.  W.  Day 
Cameron— V.  M.  Culpepper 
DeQuincy— A.  A.  McKnight 
DeRidder,  First— J.  C.  Whitaker 
Elton — Frank  M.  Stage 
Eunice — Ned  L.  Stout 
Gueydan— S.  A.  Seegers 
Hackberry— W.  F.  Howell 
Hornbeck— B.  F.  Roberts 
Iowa — E.  W.  Day  * 

Jennings — R.  B.  Crichlow 
Kinder— Raymond  Crofoot 
Lake  Arthur— Jack  Winegeart 
Lake  Charles,  First — Carl  Lueg 
Associate — Louis  Coppage 
Fairview — Martin  Hebert 
Northside — Taylor  Wall 
Oak  Park— H.  A.  Gibbs 
St.  Luke’s— Taylor  Wall 
Simpson — Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
University— Earl  B.  Emmerich 
West  Lake— Rex  Squyres 
Leesville — Oakley  Lee 
Maplewood — Loyd  Williams 
Merryville — C.  J.  Thibodeaux 
Oberlin — Lamont  Rouse 
Raymond— C.  B.  Krumnow 
Sulphur — E.  R.  Haug 
Sweet  Lake — H.  A.  Gibbs 
Vinton— W.  F.  Howell 
Welsh— Jack  Cooke 
Wesley-DeRidder — A.  P.  Smith 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Army— William  J.  Reid 
Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist — Jack 
Cooke 

Director  of  Camping — Ned  Stout 
Director  of  McNeese  Wesley  Foundation- 
Jack  Winegeart 

Director  of  Visual  Education — J .  C.  Whit¬ 
aker 

Director  of  Stewardship — R.  B.  Crichlow 
District  Missionary  Secretary  —  Cleburne 
W.  Quaid 

Secretary  of  Evangelism — Loyd  Williams 
Secretary  of  Temperance — H.  A.  Gibbs 
Student— Perkins  School  of  Theology— 
Cecil  Benoit 

Student— Perkins  School  of  Theology— 
Richard  Hoffpauir 

Student— Pacific  School  of  Religion— John 
•Riggins 

Student — Yale  Divinity  School  —  Ted  R. 
Weber  ■_ 


Mangham — C.  Ed  Henkle 
Little  Creek-Union — O.  E.  Cloyd 
Mer  Rouge — Lael  S.  Jones 
Monroe,  1st  Church — G.  W.  Pomeroy 
Associate — Kirby  Vining 
Gordon  Avenue — T.  A.  Brown 
Memorial — W.  R.  Cain 
St.  Paul’s — B.  R.  Oliphint 
Southside — Lea  Joyner 
Stone  Avenue— I.  L.  Yeager 
Oak  Grove — E.  L.  Tatum 
Oak  Ridge — J.  M.  Poole 
Pioneer  Circuit — Cecil  Mims 
Rayville — W.  D.  Boddie 
St.  Joseph-Wesley — A.  M.  Baker 
Sicily  Island — J.  J.  Davis 
Sterlington — W.  M.  Allen 
Tallulah— W.  F.  Mayo 
Vidalia — H.  R.  Hine 
Waterproof — J.  G.  Gieck 
West  Monroe,  1st  Ch.— W.  D.  Milton 
Brownville — B.  P.  Durbin 
-Claiborne — D.  F.  Anders 
McGuire— Ira  A.  Love 
Winnsboro — W.  H.  Bengtson 
Wisner — J.  A.  Knight 

Associate  Secretary,  General  Board  of 
Missions — H.  L.  Johns 
Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist — Lael  S. 
Jones 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  A.  F. — Maurice  D.  Fulker¬ 
son 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  A.  F. — Lucien  E.  Larche 
Chaplain,  Conway  Memorial  Hospital — Lea 
Joyner 

Chaplain,  St.  Francis  Hospital  —  Ira  A. 
Love 

Missionary  to  Argentina — J.  M.  Norris 
Director  Wesley  Foundation,  N.L.S.C. — W. 
Ralph  Cain 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Wil¬ 
liam  Earl  Nolan 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Rob¬ 
ert  Holladay 

Student,  Illif — Robert  C.  Wilbanks 
Director  of  Stewardship — G.  W.  Pomeroy 
Director  of  Camping — B.  R.  Oliphint 
Missionary  Secretary — R.  H.  Staples 
Secretary  of  Evangelism — W.  D.  Milton 
Secretary  of  Temperance — J.  P.  Mc- 
Keithen 

Director  of  Visual  Education — E.  L.  Tatum 
Student,  Candler — James  O.  Evans 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Virgil  D.  Morris 
Lutcher-Reserve — C.  E.  Snover 
NEW  ORLEANS: 

Aldersgate — W.  B.  Hollingsworth 
Algiers — J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr. 

Canal  Street — D.  B.  Boddie 
Carrollton  Avenue — Luman  Douglas 
Associate — Robert  Galatas 
Castle  Manor— S.  P.  Emanuel 
Elysian  Fields — G.  R.  Messer 
Felicity — S.  P.  Emanuel 
First — N.  H.  Melbert 
Gentilly — E.  P.  Drake 
Gretna — A.  B.  Cavanaugh 
Jefferson — T.  T.  Howes 
John  Wesley — J.  C.  Rousseaux,  Sr. 
Kenner — M.  D.  Felder 
Lake  Vista — C.  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Lesseigne — W.  B.  Coker,  Jr. 

Luling — Clayton  W.  Bennett  •*  • 
Metairie — John  Winn 
Munholland — D.  W.  Poole 
Associate — Robert  Parrott 
Napoleon — Don  W.  Alverson 
Parker — E.  J.  Barksdale 
Rayne — A.  M.  Serex 

Associate — Allen  O.  Jernigan 
Emeritus — W.  L.  Duren 
Redeemer — H.  G.  Ensenat 
St.  Bernard — R.  L.  Clayton 
St.  James — A.  D.  St.  Amant 
St.  John — Clayton  W.  Bennett 
St.  Luke’s — Spencer  Wren 
St.  Mark’s — T.  O.  Carlstrom 
St.  Paul’s — R.  H.  Jamieson 
Second — A.  D.  St.  Amant 
Plaquemines  Parish : 

Point-a-la-Hache — F.  W.  Campbell 
Trinity — C.  D.  Pinkard 
Venice — C.  D.  Pinkard 
St.  Tammany  Parish : 

Covington — R.  C.  Carter 
Lacombe-St.  Tammany — T.  B.  S. 

Pearl  River — F.  C.  Lankford 
Slidell — John  T.  Redmon 
Sun-Bush — Stanley  Baker 
HOSPITAL  CHAPLAINS 
Foundation— T.  T.  Howes 
Charity— H.  G.  Ensenat 
Fink  Home — W.  D.  Kleinschmidt 
Philadelphia  Council  Churches — S.  L. 

Stockwell 

Director,  Wesley  Foundation,  Tulane — C. 
H.  Snelling,  Jr. 

Instructor  Religion,  S.M.U.— B.  A.  Petty 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Navy — James  E.  Reaves 
Student,  Perkins — C.  E.  Munden.-III 
Student,  Perkins — J.  W.  Donaldson 
Student,  University  of  Strassburg — George 
W.  Poole.  Ill 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — James  T.  Harris 

Bastrop — R.  H.  Staples 

Bastrop,  East— B.  B.  Forman 

Bonita  Circuit — G.  L.  Cagle 

Collinston  Circuit— Fred  A.  Mead 

Columbia— W.  C.  Barham 

Crowville — S.  B.  Dampier 

Delhi— D.  E.  Wineinger 

Epps-Floyd — J.  B.  McCann 

Fairbanks — David  Corley 

Ferridav-Clayton — J.  P.  McKeithen 

Gilbert-Beouf— J.  W.  Boyd 

Grayson  Circuit — Norman  F.  Simmons 

Columbia  Heights — T.  B.  S. 

Harrisonburg — F.  H.  House,  Jr. 

Holly  Ridge — J.  C.  Wallace 
Kilbourne  Circuit — John  B.  Bell 
Lake  Providence — C.  R.  McCammon 
Lapine  Circuit — Ben  Clay 


DEACONESSES : 

St.  Tammany  Parish  Rural  Work — Shie- 
la  Nuttall 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  —  Fae 
Daves  , 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center — Carolyn 
Grisham 

Methodist  Home  Hospital — Evelyn  Mur- 
phree 

District  Director  Eavngelism — Don  W.  Al¬ 
verson 

District  Director  Visual  Education — R.  H. 
Jamieson 

District  Secretary  Missions — E.  J.  Barks¬ 
dale 

District  Director  Louisiana  Methodist — A. 

B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Director  Temperance — A.  D.  St. 
Amant 

District  Director  Camping — J.  W.  Mat¬ 
thews,  Jr. 


District  Director  Student  Work — C.  h 
Snelling,  Jr. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — Guy  M.  Hicks 
Alabama-Summerfield — H.  B.  Crammer 
Arcadia — R.  L.  Peyton 
Athens — T.  B.  S. 

Bernice — W.  H.  Carroll 
Bienville — K.  K.  Carithers 
Associate — Rose  Carithers 
Calhoun-Beulah — Abe  Conerly 
Chatham — J.  T.  Garrett 
Choudrant — George  P.  Goodwin 
Clay-Ansley — V.  L.  Westbrook 
Concord-Mt.  Pleasant — C.  K.  Brooks 
Cotton  Valley — Jack  Shaw 
Downsville — Isaac  A.  Patton 
Doyline-Mclntyre — L.  J.  Futch 
Dubach — Troy  Garrett 
Eros-Antioch — Leon  Marsalis 
Farmerville — W.  V.  Sirman 
Gibsland — Joe  H.  Robinson 
Grand  Bayou-Rockey  Mount  —  Charles 
Wilder 

Haynesville — Jack  H.  Midyett 
Heflin— R.  E.  Carter 
Hodge — G.  A.  Morgan 
Homer — Don  Risinger 
Jonesboro — G.  W.  Dameron 
Lisbon-Arizona — R.  K.  Friedrick 
Marion — F.  C.  Collins 
Minden,  First — Dan  Robinson 
Lakeview — George  D.  York 
Pine  Grove — Pleasant  Valley — Joe  L.  Mc¬ 
Clain 

Quitman-Center  Point — Eddie  Morgan 
Ringgold — Roy  Grant 
Ruston,  Grace — Henry  C.  Blount 
Trinity — Jolly  B.  Harper 
Salem-Hilly — Byrd  L.  Terry 
Shongaloo-Whitehall — Paul  Cassels 
Sibley-Evergreen — T.  B.  S. 
Simsboro-Antioch — L.  M.  Sawyer 
Springhill — Frank  C.  Tucker,  Jr. 

Harmony  Chapel-Wesley — T.  T.  Lowe 
Carlton-Wilhite — R.  H.  Hearn 
Conference  Treasurer — J.  E.  Hearn 
Supt.  of  Methodist  Children’s  Home — C.  B 
White 

Supt.  t  Emeritus,  Methodist  Children's 
Home — R.  W.  Vaughan 
Deaconess — Director,  Wesley  Foundation 
La.  Tech — Miss  Pearlye  Maye  Kelley 
Director,  The  Louisiana  Methodist — Henry 

C.  Blount 

Director  of  Camping — Dan  Robinson 
Director  of  Visual  Education— K.  K. 
Carithers 

Director  of  Stewardship — R.  L.  Peyton 
Missionary  Secretary— Jolly  B.  Harper 
Secretary  of  Evangelism— Jack  H.  Midyett 
Secretary  of  Temperance — George  W. 
Dameron 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology— Ed¬ 
die  Morgan 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology— 
James  R.  Henry 

Student  —  Yale  Divinity  School  —  Kennon 
Moody 

Director  Wesley  Foundation,  Arlington 
State  College,  Arlington,  Texas — L.  E. 
Philbrook 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent — B.  C.  Taylor 
Barksdale — Fred  Shirley 
Belcher-Gilliam — James  L.  Beasley 
Benton — L.  A.  Carrington 
Bethany-Keithville — W.  F.  Pledger 
Bethel — Ray  Holt 
Blanchard — James  Jones 
Bossier  City— First— Alfred  M.  Brown 
Curtis  Park — F.  L.  Hearne 
Converse — H.  T.  Isgitt 
Coushatta — Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Ellerbe  Road — Webb  D.  Pomeroy 
Grand  Cane-Stonewall — T.  O.  Rorie 
Greenwood — A.  T.  Law 
Hall  Summitt— Floyd  M.  Durham 
Haughton — Edgar  C.  Dufresne 
Ida-Hosston — E.  A.  Keasler 
Keatchie — R.  Leonard  Cooke 
Logansport — James  B.  Grambling 
Longstreet-Shiloh— Harold  McClung 
Many — John  B.  Koelemay 
Mansfield — Merlin  W.-  Merrill 
Mooringsport — Rupert  Coles 
Oil  City — Robert  DeBusk,  Jr. 

Pelican — H.  M.  Law 
Plain  Dealing— Reuel  H.  Allen 
Pleasant  Hill— M.  C.  Cady 
Rodessa— Marvin  H.  Hockenhull 
Shreveport,  Broadmoor — George  W.  Har- 
buck 

Associate — Bobbie  L.  Lawton 
Caddo  Heights — George  W.  Ross 
Cedar  Grove — Roy  E.  Mouser 
First  Church— D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 

Associate — Barry  Bailey 
Mangum  Memorial — Ira  W.  Flowers 
Associate — Benjamin  Youngblood 
Morningside — Eldred  Blakely 
Noel  Memorial — John  J.  Rasmussen 
Associate — Lawrence  L.  Gilbert 
North  Highlands — B.  E.  Bond 
Park  Avenue— Douglas  L.  McGuire 
Summer  Grove — T.  M.  Lancaster 
Trinity— Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Wesley — James  Wilkerson 
Wynn  Memorial — Kenneth  G.  Rorie 
Vivian— Kenneth  G.  McDowell 
Zwolle— James  W.  Lawton 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Navy— Roland  W.  Faulk 
Chaplain— Charity  Hospital— P.  M.  Cara¬ 
way 

Chaplain,  The  Pines  Sanltorium — F.  M. 
Freeman 

Deaconess— Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson 
Deaconess — Miss  Lillian  Day 
Director  of  Louisiana  Methodist— Ira 
Flowers 

Director  of  Camping — Roy  E.  Mouser 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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membership  on  the  General  Board 
of  Missions. 

The  conference  voted  to  create 
the  new  office  of  Conference  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Stewardship  and  Promotion 
and  recommended  that  a  Director 
for  this  office  be  appointed.  Karl 
Tooke,  who  has  for  five  years  been 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  was  appointed  to 
this  office. 

The  Statistical  Secretary  reported 
that  the  conference  raised  $6,806,288 
for  all  purposes  the  past  conference 
year.  This  4s  an  increase  of  more 
than  a  million  dollars  over  the 
amount  raised  the  previous  year. 
Church  membership  in  the  confer¬ 
ence,  as  reported,  is  114,274. 

C.  O.  Holland,  president  of  People’s 
Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  of  Minden  was 
given  the  award  as  the  “Methodist 
Layman  of  Louisiana  for  the  Year.” 
He  was  nominated  for  this  award 
by  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  and 
their  nomination  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  conference.  The 
honor  came  in  recognition  of  “out¬ 
standing  work  in  lay  activities!” 
Mr.  Holland  was  formerly  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader.  The  award  was 
presented  by  J.  N.  Fomby  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  .  > 

Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  representing  the 
General  Board  of  Missions,  and  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  presented  certificates  to  num¬ 
erous  churches  of  the  conference  in 
recognition  of  the  financial  support 
they  have  given  in  the  program  to 
raise  two  million  dollars  for  the 
building  of  a  Methodist  College  in 
Alaska. 

Miss  Virginia  Bobbitt  of  Coushat- 
ta  was  the  first-prize  winner  in  the 
finals  of  the  Essay-Speech  Contest 
sponsored  annually  by  the  Boards 
of  Temperance  and  Education  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Miss  Bob¬ 
bitt  gave  her  prize-winning  essay 
on  “The  Truth  About  Beer”  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Temperance. 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
reported  that  Sunday  School  en¬ 
rollment  in  the  conference  increased 
3.9  percent  the  past  year.  Attend¬ 
ance  increased  6.7  percent.  Thirty- 
four  camps  were  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Thursday  afternoon  3:00  -  5:00 
p.m.  at  the  James  Dormitory, 
Centenary  Campus,  the  Methodist 
women  of  Shreveport  gave  a  tea 
honoring  Mrs.  Paul  Martin.  In  the 
receiving  line  with  Mrs.  Martin 
were:  Mrs.  B.  C.  Taylor,  wife  of 
the  D.strict  Superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District;  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones,  Conference  President  of  the 
W.  S.  C.  S.;  Mrs.  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
wife  of  the  President  of  Centenary 
College  and  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Brown, 
wife  of  Paul  M.  Brown  who  with 
his  brother  gave  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  to  Centenary.  Ministers’ 
wives  and  other  ladies  in  attend- 
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Director  of  Student  Life  of  Centenary 
College — Jim  McLean 

Director  of  Visual  Education — James  B. 
Grambling 

Director  of  Stewardship — George  W.  Har- 
buck 

Missionary  Secretary — Kenneth  G.  Rorie 

Conference  Missionary  Secretary — Douglas 
E.  McGuire 

Rural  Work — Floyd  M.  Durham 

Secretary  of  Evangelism— Harvey  Wil- 
liamson 

Secretary  of  Temperance— Douglas  E.  Mc¬ 
Guire 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
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ance  at  the  conference  were  in¬ 
vited. 

Eleven  retired  ministers  of  the 
conference,  who  represented  a  total 
of  665  years  of  service  as  Metho¬ 
dist  ministers  were  given  special 
recognition  at  the  bar  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  They  were:  J.  W.  Alford, 
W.  D.  Kleinschmidt,  S.  L.  Rogers, 
W.  L.  Duren,  T.  D.  Lipscomb,  F.  J. 
McCoy,  H.  M.  Law,  R.  W.  Vaughn 
and  J.  C.  Rousseaux.  Two  other 
retired  ministers  of  the  conference, 
W.  L.  Doss  and  R.  H.  Harper  were 
not  present.  Their  years  of  service 
would  bring  the  total  to  more  than 
750  years.  This  group  did  not  in¬ 
clude  those  retired  at  this  confer¬ 
ence. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones  reported  that  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  gained  1,731  members  during 
the  year.  She  reported  also  that 
the  W.  S.  C.  S.  paid  $95,000  for 
missions  last  year.  The  women  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  had  the 
highest  per  capita  giving  of  any 
conference  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

The  conference  was  blessed 
spiritually  by  the  devotional  serv¬ 
ices  brought  by  Bishop  Martin, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
mornings  and  by  the  messages 
brought  by  Dr.  Pierce  Harris,  pastor 
of  1st  Methodist  Church,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  who,  as  conference  preacher, 
gave  his  messages  in  the  evening 
at  the  1st  Methodist  Church  and  in 
the  afternoons  at  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel. 

An  apportionment  of  $94,406  an¬ 


Donald  Learner 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology — Don 
Guynes 

Student— Perkins  School  of  Theology — Bob 
Shirley 

Student— Perkins  School  of  Theology — Har¬ 
old  McClung 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology — Carl 
Mitchell 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology — Con¬ 
rad  Edwards 

Student — Perkins  School  of  Theology — Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Blakely 

Student— Candler  School  of  Theology — Al¬ 
ton  Hancock 

Student— Candler  School  of  Theology — Joe 
Murphy 

Student— Candler  School  of  Theology — Joe 
Hanberry 

Student — Duke  School  of  Theology — Jerry 


nually  was  accepted  for  World 
Service  and  an  equal  amount  for 
conference  benevolences.  This  is 
the  first  time  these  apportionments 
have  been  approved  on  a  50-50 
basis.  This  is  an  increase  of  the 
total  amount  for  these  two  interests 
of  18%  over  last  quadrennium. 

A  called  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  was  approved  by  the 
conference  to  meet  on  November 
29  at  the  1st  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria.  The  meeting  will  be 
presided  over  by  Bishop  Martin. 
The  program  for  the  called  session 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  Boards  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
Temperance  and  World  Peace. 

Guy  M.  Hicks  and  Judge  Robert 
T.  O’Neal,  speaking  for  the  delegates 
to  the  recent  General  Conference, 
reported  on  some  features  of  the 
conference.  Dr.  Hicks  described  the 
fine  spirit  which  prevailed  through¬ 
out  the  conference.  Judge  O’Neal 
gave  an  interpretation  of  the  actions 
of  the  conference  on  race  relations, 
including  the  amendments  which 
are  to  be  voted  on  by  the  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  church. 

The  chairman  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Work,  Robert  Carter,  pre¬ 
sented  certificates  of  merit  to  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  at  LeCompte,  Chen- 
eyville,  Kentwood,  Bush,  Epps, 
Floyd  McIntyre,  Doyline,  Douglas 
and  to  the  Hall  Summit  and  White 
Chapel  charges,  for  special  work 
done  in  this  field. 

Ministerial  Relations 

The  following  changes  in  minis¬ 
terial  relations  were  made  during 
the  conference  session: 


Means 

Student — Yale  Divinity  School — Walter  Lee 
Baker 

Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Education — 
Bentley  Sloane 

Vice  President,  Centenary  College — R. 
Leonard  Cooke 

Professor  of  Bible,  Centenary  College — 
Webb  D.  Pomeroy 


Mental  IllneSs:  It  comes  chiefly 
from  using  persons  to  get  things 
instead  of  from  using  things  to  help 
persons.  —  Rev.  Leon  L.  Loofbur- 
row,  Christian  Advocate. 


Retired:  Thurmond  Spinks,  B.  D. 
Watson,  H.  M.  Law,  S.  L.  Lamtrip, 

J.  R.  Strozier,  D.  B.  Boddie,  Porter 
J.  Carroway  and  C.  O.  Hall. 

Supernumerary:  Preston  Holly. 

Received  on  Trial:  Ira  M.  Robin¬ 
son,  James  O.  Eyans,  Abe  M.  Con-  „ 
erly,  Terral  T.  Lowe,  Marvin  Henry 
Hockenhull,  Henry  W.  Blakeman 
Jr.,  George  M.  Hess,  Donald  T.  Lar- 
ner,  Robert  B.  Holladay,  William  C. 
Blakely,  Harvey  D.  Guynes,  Carl 
W.  Mitchell,  William  H.  McClung 
and  Howard  L.  Doughenbaugh. 

Received  Into  Full  Connection: 
Oakley  E.  Edwards,  James  S.  Jones, 
Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.,  and  Theo¬ 
dore  T.  Smith. 

Ordained  Deacons:  James  W.  Don¬ 
aldson,  Harry  D.  Guynes,  George  M. 
Hess,  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull,  Robert 
B.  Holladay,  Donald  T.  Learner. 
William  H.  McClung,  Charles  E. 
Munden  III,  William  E.  Nolan,  Bu- 
ron  L.  Roberts,  Ira  M.  Robinson  and 
Sidney  E.  Sterrett. 

Ordained  Elders:  Robert  E.  Carter, 
Abe  M.  Conerly,  Louis  M.  Coppage 
Jr.,  James  S.  Jones,  Frank  C.  Lank¬ 
ford,  Levi  M.  Sawyer,  Theodore  J. 
Smith  and  Kirby  A.  Vining. 

Withdrawn:  Ivan  O.  Donaldson. 

By  a  unanimous  vote,  the  con¬ 
ference  requested  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  which  is 
to  meet  in  New  Orleans,  to  return 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  to  this  Epis¬ 
copal  Area  for  this  new  quadren¬ 
nium. 

To  Return  To  Centenary 

On  invitation  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Mickle, 
president  of  Centenary  College,  the 
conference  voted  to  hold  its  1957 
session  again  on  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Campus,  with  1st  Church  co¬ 
operating  for  the  evening  services. 


THE  CENTENARY  BELL 

The  Centenary  bell  pictured  above 
was  placed  before  the  altar,  in  Brown 
Memorial  chapel.  It  was  rung  by 
Rev.  S.  L.  Riggs,  retired,  to  convene 
the  conference  session. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs  was  the  ringer 
of  this  famous  bell  while  he  was  a 
student  at  Centenary  college.  The 
bell  was  lost  for  several  years  and 
has  just  been  recovered  by  the  col¬ 
lege. 

Page  Nine 
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WEEDS  AND  WORDS 

By  Helen  L.  Toner 


AS  Dick  flung  out  of  the  back 
door,  he  called  angrily  over 
his  shoulder:  “You’re  selfish 
and  mean.  I  wouldn’t  care 
if  I  never  played  with  you  again!” 

His  father,  who  had  been  planting 
a  row  of  cabbage  plants  in  the 
garden,  looked  up  with  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  astonishment  that  made 
Dick  feel  suddenly  ashamed  of  his 
outburst. 

“Come  here  son.  Tell  me  why  you 
talked  so  hatefully  to  your  brother. 
What  did  he  do?” 

Dick’s  face  turned  angrily  back 
toward  the  kitchen  door  as  he  ex¬ 
plained  that  Wallace  had  refused  to 
let  him  play  with  his  new  model 
glider. 

“Did  you  ask  why?”  queried  the 
boy’s  father. 

“No,  I  didn’t  have  to.  He’s  just 
selfish,  that’s  all.  He  doesn’t  want 
me  to  have  any  fun  with  it  even 
though  he  isn’t  using  it  himself.” 

“That  isn’t  fair  to  Wallace,”  Mr. 
Harvey  argued  quietly.  “You  might 
have  given  him  a  chance  to  explain 
before  you  lost  your  temper.  You 
see,  while  you  were  down  at  the 
nursery  buying  these  plants  for  me, 
Wallace  was  using  the  glider  and 
its  wing  got  tangled  in  the  forsythia 
bush.  He  spent  a  half  hour  gluing 
it  back  in  place  and  I  am  sure  it 
isn’t  dry  yet.”  t 

“I’m  sorry.  Why  didn’t  he  tell 
me?”  Dick  dug  his  heel  into  the 
newly  plowed  earth  of  the  garden 
in  embarrassment.  “I  guess  I  didn’t 
give  him  a  chance,”  he  admitted  in 
response  to  his  father’s  questioning 
smile. 

“Hold  out  your  hand  son.”  Mr. 
Harvey  poured  into  Dick’s  palm 
dozens  of  tiny  brown  seeds  that  he 
had  been  absent-mindedly  extract¬ 
ing  from  dry  seed  pods  as  they 
talked. 

“What  shall  I  do  with  these,  Dad? 
Do  you  want  me  to  plant  them?” 

“If  you  like.” 

The  words  were  scarcely  out  of 
Mr.  Harvey’s  mouth  before  Dick 
had  given  them  a  careless  fling 
along  an  open  row  in  the  vegetable 
garden.  He  was  already  covering  up 
the  seeds  when  he  asked,  “What 
kind  of  seeds  are  they?” 

“That  is  the  question  you  should 
have  asked  before  you  planted 
them,”  was  the  reply.  “You  see, 
those  were  seeds  of  that  weed  we 
had  so  much  trouble  with  among 
the  vegetables  last  year.” 

Dick  looked  at  his  father  i n 
amazement,  then  scrambled  to  his 
knees  and  started  to  dig  up  as  many 
of  the  seeds  as  he  could  see.  They 
were  the  same  brown  of  the  dirt 
and  he  had  very  little  success. 

“Why  did  you  let  me  do  it,  Dad? 
They’ll  grow  up  and  make  so  much 
trouble  for  us  in  the  garden.” 

“Because  these  weeds  will  be  re¬ 
minding  you  all  summer,  Dick,  how 
hard  it  is  to  take  back  a  seed  that 
is  sown.  Those  ugly  words  that  you 
said  to  Wallace  just  now  are  like 
weed  seeds.  It’s  mighty  hard  to 
take  them  back,  and  some  of  them 


are  bound  to  live  and  grow  and 
make  trouble  for  you.” 

Mr.  Harvey  went  back  to  his  cab¬ 
bage  plants,  planting  them  carefully 
in  neat  rows.  “Did  you  ever  think 
of  your  life  as  a  garden?  If  you 
can  just  remember,  son,  when  you 
are  tempted  to  say  something  mean 
you  are  planting  a  few  weeds  in 
that  garden — weeds  that  may  grow 
up  and  crowd  out  the  things  which 
you  really  want  to  grow — it  may 
be  easier  not  to  say  them.” 

Dick  smiled,  “Thanks,  Dad.  I’ll 
remember  the  weeds.  Right  now 
there  are  a  few  weeds  I  may  be 
able  to  keep  from  growing.  I’ll  go 
apologize  to  Wallace,  and  maybe  I 
can  make  it  up  to  him  by  lending 
him  my  new  fishing  rod.”  He  was 
whistling  as  he  left'  the  garden.  — 
The  Christian  Advocate 


A  firm  advertising  their  product, 
once  stated:  “Money  returned  if  not 
satisfactory.” 

Someone  applied  for  the  return 
of  his  money,  and  the  reply  he  re¬ 
ceived  was:  “Your  money  is  quite 
satisfactory  and  therefore  we  de¬ 
cline  to  return  it. 


PLEASING  OTHERS 

“Dad,”  called  Mary,  bursting  into 
the  house,  “Can  I  go  with  Mollie 
Jones  on  Sunday?  She’s  going  to 
have  tea  with  her  brother,  who 
married,  and  we’ll  have  lots  of 
fun.” 

Daddy  looked  up  from  his  book 
and  said  very  gravely:  “Well,  dear, 
you  may  go  if  you  wish,  but  it 
would  please  me  much  more  if  you 
went  to  Sunday  School  with  Betty 
Smith.” 

“Why  couldn’t  Daddy  say  ‘Yes’ 
straight  out?”  thought  Mary.  Any¬ 
way  she  would  go  with  Mollie. 

At  last  Sunday  came,  and  Mary 
was  delighted  to  think  of  the  good 
time  she  was  going  to  have. 

“Well  little  one,”  said  Daddy,  as 
he  kissed  her  good  morning,  “have 
you  decided  where  you  are  going 
to-day?” 

Then  somehow  Mary  felt  very 
queer  inside  and  wanted  to  cry,  and 
suddenly  she  couldn’t  bear  to  tell 
Daddy  she  was  going  with  Mollie. 
She  just  stood  for  a  minute  trying 
not  to  cry,  and  then  she  flung  her 
arms  around  Daddy’s  neck  and  said 
bravely,  “I’m  going  to  Sunday 
School,”  and  Daddy  hugged  her 
very  hard. 

It  was  wonderful  how  happy  she 
felt  all  through  breakfast. 

When  they  had  finished  breakfast 
mother  said;  “O,  Mary,  wouldn’t 
you  like  to  bring  Betty  home  to 


tea?  There’s  a  very  special  cake.” 

It  was  such  a  happy  Sunday,  after 
all,  and  when  Mary  went  to  bed 
she  thought  to  herself:  “Why,  it’s 
much  more  fun  pleasing  people  you 
love  than  just  pleasing  yourself  all 
the  time.  I  don’t  believe  I— ever 
knew  that  before,  but  I’m  going  to 
try  to  keep  on  pleasing  others. — L. 
Ladyman  in  Exchange. 


THE  BIRD’S  BATH 

By  Dora  Lawence  Cameron 

The  little  birds  chirp  in  the  trees, 
“We  want  a  bath ,  oh,  please,  oh, 
please, 

We’ve  had  so  very  far  to  fly 
And  it  was  dusty,  hot,  and  dry. 
Just  any  pan  or  any  dish 
Where  we  can  bathe  is  all  we  wish; 
For  towel  or  soap  we  have  no  need 
Nor  bathing  suit;  oh,  no,  indeed. 
Make  us  a  bath;  all  summer  long 
We’ll  sing  to  you  our  sweetest  song; 
Out  on  the  air  our  songs  will  go, 
We’ll  be  your  little  radio.”  —  In 
Our  Dumb  Animals 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


After  a  Junior  High  School  class 
toured  the  White  House,  the  teach¬ 
er  asked  each  student  to  write  im¬ 
pressions  of  the  visit.  One  boy 
wrote:  “I  was  especially  glad  to 
have  this  opportunity  to  visit  my 
future  home.” 

*  *  * 

Little  ’Tommy  had  spent  his  first 
day  at  school. 

“What  happened  at  school  today, 
Tommy?”  his  mother  asked  when 
he  returned  home. 

“Oh,  nothin’,”  said  Tommy.  “A 
woman  wanted  to  know  how  to 
spell  ‘cat,’  an’  I  told’er.” 

*  *  * 

Distraught  mother,  to  a  group  of 
wild  children  at  a  birthday  party: 
“There  will  be  a  special  prize  for 
the  one  who  goes  home  first!” 

*  *  * 

Two  fellows  drove  up  alongside 
of  a  man  at  the  stoplight  who  was 
driving  a  brand  new  1956  Cadillac 
convertible  and  shouted:  “Hey, 
stupid,  which  question  did  you 
miss?” 

*  *  * 

Some  early  typewriters  had  “all¬ 
cap”  alphabets  only.  The  writing 
done  on  them  was  very  legible, 
sometimes  too  legible,  as  when  a 
man  who  had  received  a  typewrit¬ 
ten  letter  sent  it  back  with  an  an¬ 
gry  notation:  “You  don’t  have  to 
print  for  me — I  can  read  writing.” 

*  *  * 

The  little  boy  sat  gazing  into 
space.  His  father  said,  “Junior,  a 
penny  for  your  thoughts.” 

“Well,  to  be  honest,  Daddy,”  he 
replied,  “I  was  thinking  of  a 
dime.” — Clipped. 

*  *  * 

“You  can’t  get  something  for 

nothing  is  a  true  statement,  I’ll 

grant,  but  there  are  things  in  my 
garden  I’m  sure  I  never  did  plant!” 


MY  KITTY 


I  have  the  prettiest  kitty, 

Her  name  is  Rosie  May, 

She  lives  down  at  the  barnyard, 
Not  very  far  away. 

She  purrs  and  rubs  against  me, 
When  I  go  out  to  play 
As  though  she  says  “I  love  you, 
Do  stroke  my  fur  today.” 

Kitty’s  like  a  snow  ball, 

Her  fur  is  soft  as  silk, 

I  feed  her  night  and  morning 
With  a  nice  pan  of  milk. 

— Annabel  Wolfe 

(Miss  Wolfe,  who  lives  at  Huntsville, 
Arkansas,  will  be  contributing  a  num¬ 
ber  of  verses  to  The  Children’s  Page.) 
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JUNIORS  PARTICIPATE 
IN  PRAYER  VIGIL 

The  Junior  boys  and  girls  in  First 
Church,  Hope  are  made  to  feel  that 
they  are  a  vital  and  dependable  part 
of  the  church.  They  have  their  reg¬ 
ular  Church  School  classes  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  then  meet  again  on 
Sunday  evening  for  further  study, 
worship  and  the  carrying  out  *  of 
many  worth-while  activities.  They 
call  their  Sunday  Evening  group  the 
Wesley  Club,  and  following  are  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  a  recent  letter  received 
from  Miss  Kathleen  Broach  of  Hope. 
Miss  Broach  has  been  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Children’s  Division 
in  Hope  for  several  years,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference.  She  is  also  the  leader 
of  the  Wesley  Club.  But  let  her 
tell  of  some  of  the  interesting  things 
that  were  done  for  the  Church 
Membership  Class  this  year,  and  of 
the  Juniors’  part  in  the  Prayer  Vigil. 
—Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates 
“We  had  20  boys  ‘and  girls  join 
the  church  Palm  Sunday,  and  my 
Wesley  Club  gave  them  a  reception 
on  May  1st.  We  invited  an  older 
church  member  to  sponsor  each  of 
the  children  (we  do  this  each  year, 
as  you  know)  and  the  sponsors  made 
little  speeches  telling  something  a- 
bout  their  “child”  as  they  intro¬ 
duced  them.  Wesley  .Club  put  on  a 
little  skit  using  two  parents.  It  is 
the  one  suggested  in  Trails  for  Jun¬ 
iors  about  the  Beatitudes.  The  moth¬ 
er  was  Florence  Tooley,  and  the 
father  Judge  Lyle  Brown,  so  you 
can  imagine  the  quality  of  the  per¬ 
formance.  We  had  them  repeat  the 
skit  Sunday  night  of  Mother’s  day 
as  our  (contribution  to  Family  Week. 
Only  three  children  out  of  the  twen¬ 
ty  failed  to  come  to  the  reception 
and  they  were  all  sick  except  one 
and  she  lived  so  far  in  the  country 
that  her  father  couldn’t  get  home 
from  work  in  time  enough  to  get  her 
into  town,  we  found  out  later.  And 
it  was  raining  down  hard.  Brother 
Keeley  thought  it  was  a  nice  affair. 
The  officers  of  the  church  who  came 
honoring  the  children  were:  Gen¬ 
eral  Superintendent,  Youth  Division 
Superintendent,  several  members  of 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Schools,  who  happens 
to  be  a  Methodist!  I  think  that 
speaks  pretty  well  for  the  adults  of 
Hope  Methodist  Church!  You  should 
have  heard  Wesley  Club  boys  and 
girls  evaluating  the  affair  the  next 
Sunday  night.  They  gave  such 
comments  as  ‘Wesley  Club  mem¬ 
bers  used  good  manners  at  the  re¬ 
freshment  time’. 

Wesley  Club  took  one  of  the  half 
hour  periods  in  the  prayer  vigil 
here.  I  wish  you  might  have  seen 
and  heard  them.  We  met  first  in 
Kindergarten  room  in  basement  to 
get  organized  and  be  sure  we  were 
toned  down  before  we  went  into 
the  sanctuary.  We  had  discussed  for 
weeks  the  significance  of  the  move¬ 
ment  and  the  fact  that  all  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  would  be  depend¬ 
ing  upon  Wesley  Club  for  that 
thirty  minutes.  They  had  prepared 
their  own  prayers  (we  had  been 
having  a  unit  on  prayer  in  Wesley 
Club)  and  each  child  had  a  prayer 
°n  tlje  four  or  five  points  of  the 
Program.  We  read  them  aloud  in 
turn  and  talked  quietly  '  a  little. 
Brother  Keeley  came  for  the  first 
minute  and  the  children,  at  their 
°wn  suggestion,  finished  their  time 
with  a  little  silent  moment  at  the 
altar  and  then  I  dismissed  them 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  according  to 
their  way  to  get  home,  and  they 


INTERMEDIATES 
HEAD  WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

The  Intermediates  of  the  Weldon 
Methodist  Church  gave  the  worship 
program  at  the  church  on  Mother’s 
Day,  May  13. 

Ida  Shoffner  was  leader  of  the 
program  which  had  as  its  theme, 
“We  Honor  Our  Mothers.”  Mrs.  - 
Mann  Shoffner  was  at  the  piano. 
Luckett  McDonald  read  the  scrip¬ 
ture.  Other  Intermediates  had  poems 
and  Bible  verses  concerning  Mother. 

A  special  song  about  “Mother”  was 
sung  by  the  choir. 

The  worship  table  and  altar  were 
decorated  with  white  iris  and  green- 
ery. 

The  closing  prayer  for  “Our 
Mothers”  and  mothers  all  over  the 
world  was  led  by  Edward  Tiner. 


TRAINING  COURSE 
AT  CALICO  ROCK 

A  Leadership  Training  Course 
entitled  “Teaching  in  the  Church 
School”  has  just  been  concluded  at 
Calico  Rock  with  Mrs.  Elmus 
Brown  of  Hughes  as  teacher. 
Eighteen  out  of  the  22  enrolled  re¬ 
ceived  credit  for  attending  the  re¬ 
quired  sessions  and  for  doing  the 
work.  A  responsive  class  ‘  was  re¬ 
ported-  by  Mrs.  Brown. 

Receiving  credit  were:  Mrs.  Nel¬ 
son  Langston,  Mrs.  Lyndel  Ducker, 
Mrs.  Charles  Casteel,  Mrs.  Clyde 
LaFevers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle  Peck, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Matthews,  O.  C. 
Forrest,  Miss  June  Moody,  Miss 
Barbara  Lofland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Je¬ 
rome  Matthews,  Mrs.  Zela  Jack- 
son,  Mrs.  Lamar  Kerr,  Mrs.  Frank 
Stone  and  Rev.  Charles  Casteel. 

For  Christian 
Education  Directors 

Three  opportunities  for  graduate 
study  will  be  available  this  sum¬ 
mer  for  directors  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cational  assistants,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Miss  Lilia  Mills,  of  the 
Local  Church  Division  staff,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education.  These  op¬ 
portunities  are  graduate  seminars 
and  are  as  follows: 

At  Drew  University,  June  25- 
July  13-“Educational  Ministry  to 
Adults.”  Interested  persons  should 
write  Dr.  Paul  Maves,  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity,  Madison,  New  Jersey. 

'  Sponsored  b  y  Scarritt  College, 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina, 
July  23-August  10 — “Church’s 
Work  with  Children”  and  Admin¬ 
istration  a~nd  Supervision  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.”  Write  Dr.  Henry 
M.  Johnson,  Scarritt  College, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Southern  Methodist  Univers  i  t  y 
will  offer  two  courses  for  directors 
of  Christian  education  and  educa¬ 
tional  assistants  in  its  regular  sum¬ 
mer  school  program.  Write  Dr. 
Howard  Grimes,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  Dallas,  Texas. 

One  of  the  standards  for  certifi¬ 
cation  of  a  director  by  the  Board 
of  Education  is  at  least  one  year 
of  graduate  study  in  religious  edu¬ 
cation.  Attendance  at  summer  en- 
■  terprises  offering  such  credit  i  s 
one  way  for  an  educational  assist¬ 
ant  to  accumulate  the  graduate 
study  required  for  certification, 
Miss  Mills  pointed  out. 


went  out  much  more  quietly  than 
a  group  of  adults  would  have  done. 
They  really  felt  that  they  grew  in 
their  preparation  and  participation.” 
— Kathleen  Broach 


Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 

A  Study  Of  The 

A  vivid  and  delightful  way  to 
learn  about  the  Indian  American  is 
to  visit  one’s  Indian  neighbors  in 
their  own  communities.  Several 
groups  from  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Ft.  Smith,  Arkansas  on 
the  Oklahoma  border  have  made 
such  trips  as  a  part  of  their  mis¬ 
sionary  study  of  the  book  “Between 
Two  Worlds”. 

On  May  22  twenty-two  officers 
and  representatives  of  circles  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  drove  the  fifty  miles  to  the 
Methodist  Medical  Center  which 
serves  Indian  families  in  a  100 
square  mile  area  in  the  rugged 
Cookson  Hills. 

We  were  met  by  two  efficient 
young  women  in  charge,  Miss  Doro¬ 
thy  Clark,  social  worker  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Center  and  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Pinder,  trained  nurse.  Miss  Clark 
showed  us  the  clinic  equipped  for 
medical  and  dental  check-ups,  shots, 


Indian  American 

and  vacinations,  and  a  shop  where 
Indian  handicrafts  leather  and 
beaded  work,  and  weaving  were 
displayed  for  sale. 

Here  Miss  Clark  spoke  informally 
about  the  problems  of  her  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  about  her  work  with  them, 
relating  it  to  the  year’s  study  and 
to  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church 
among  Indians.  Their  problems  be¬ 
come  hers  as  she  visits  in  their 
homes,  takes  patients  many  miles 
over  rough  back  roads  to  a  doctor 
in  town,  or  encourages  promising 
boys  and  girls  to  continue  their  edu¬ 
cation. 

We  were  so  moved  by  the  efforts 
of  one  Indian  girl  to  continue  in 
school  in  spite  of  almost  insuper¬ 
able  difficulties,  that  we  took  up  a 
collection  and  were  able  to  leave 
$27  in  addition  to  clothing  valued 
at  well  over  $100. — Jean  Montague 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  FINAL  REPORT 

(Continued  from  last  week) 


SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 

NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE  — 
Honorary  Life:  Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell.  Adult. 
Lillian  Mae  Stephens,  Lila  Church.  W.S.G. 

BATESVILLE  DISTRICT— Honorary  Life : 
Mrs.  M.  Ii.  Harris,  Newport  First  Church. 
Adult:  Mrs.  Laura  Lee  Philbeck  Bates- 
ville  Central  Ave;  Mrs.  Minnie  Lee  Craw¬ 
ford  Mrs.  Lillian  Grimes.  Newport  First 
Church  W.S.G. ;  Mrs.  Lula  Biggers,  Mrs. 

W.  E.  Hall,  Kathryn  Gatlin,  Mrs  E.  B. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Ruby  Grimes,  Newport 
First  Church.  Youth:  Canille  Watson, 
Dixie  Lee  Jackson,  Joe  Alice  Stephens, 
Newport  First  Church.  Baby:  Benny  Cole¬ 
man  Hedden,  Scott  McAfee  Engles,  Debra 
Elaine  Propps,  Susan  Anne  Tripp,  Julia 
Kay  Porter,  Susan  Diane  Thomas,  Peggy 
Anne  Mock,  Batesville  Central  Ave;  James 
Kenneth  Holmes,  Jr.,  Batesville  Central 
Ave  W.S.G.;  Mary  Scarlett  Young,  Ma- 
linda  Jo  Johnston,  Lou  Wilkinson  Lindsey, 
Ruth  Ann  Walden.  Newport  First  Church 
W.S.G.;  Thelma  Faye  Ruddell,  Margaret 
Lola  Duncan,  Robert  Choate  Rogers,  New¬ 
port  First  Church. 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Fry,  Atkins;  Mrs.  Coy  Austin,  Atkins  W. 

S  G.;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Rhode,  Mrs.  M.  H.  White, 
Conway  District;  Miss  Fannie  Bowden, 
Dover;  Mrs.  Helen  Zorn  Worley,  North 
Little  Rock  First  Church  W.S.G.;  Mrs. 
James  E.  Woolly,  Mrs.  Charles  O.  Nelson, 
North  Little  Rock  First  Church;  Mrs. 
Ruth  Mildred  Qualls,  North  Little  Rock 
Gardner;  Mrs.  Oscar  Goss,  North  Little 
Rock  Gardner  (given  in  1955);  Mrs.  Sam 
Adkisson,  Mrs.  Rollow  Carden,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Doan,  Russellville.  Youth:  Alice  Ann 
Fiser,  Bobby  Joe  Pullen,  Russellville. 

^FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult: 
Mrs.  Pauline  Gilliam,  Mrs.  Georgia  Cook, 
Mrs.  Hannah  Elizabeth  Jackson,  Mrs. 
Grace  Walker,  Bentonville;  Mrs.  Ruth 
Cowan,  Fayetteville  W.S.G.;  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Marshall,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Ballantine,  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Bronson,  Mrs.  Walter  Cole,  Mrs.  Paul 
Petty,  Mrs.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Mrs. 
Joe  Crumpler,  Fayetteville  Central;  Mrs. 
Earl  Cole,  Fayetteville  Wiggins;  Mrs.  El¬ 
mer  Nease,  Gravette;  Mrs.  Edna  Mc- 
Camey,  Harmon;  Mrs.  Delpha  Alberty, 
Lincoln;  Mrs.  Wynina  McClain,  Mrs.  Anne 
Morgan,  Rogers  W.S.G. ;  Mrs.  Ruby  Combs, 
Mrs.  Eula  Leach,  Mrs.  Ellen  Whitaker, 
Rogers;  Mrs.  Max  Freeman,  Mrs.  Ruby 
Jane  Darland,  Siloam  Springs;  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Pyeatte,  Mrs.  Byrd  Miller,  Miss  Viola 
McKee,  Siloam  Springs  W.S.G.;  Mrs.  Lil¬ 
lian  Fountain,  Sulphur  Springs.  Youth: 
Marilyn  Murry,  Lindsey  Lou  Chandler, 
Siloam  Springs.  Baby:  Richard  Bruce 
Holt,  Terry  Lynn  Drake,  Fayetteville  Wig¬ 
gins;  Mark  Stevens  Gibson,  Gentry;  Randy 
Vernon  Buttram,  Karen  Moore,  Oakley 
Chapel;  Rebecca  Sue  McNair,  Prairie 
Grove  W.S.G.;  David  Lee  Cannon,  Thomas 
Dean  Sutton,  Jesse  Warren  Eoff,  Christie 
Joe  McGregor,  Rebecca  Kay  Ritter,  Jim¬ 
mie  Gene  Shackleford,  Rogers;  William 
Howard  King,  Siloam  Springs  W.S.G.; 
Deborah  Ann  Wasson,  Siloam  Springs; 
Mary  Theresa  Frank.  Winslow. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
Ray  Kerr,  Forrest  City  W.S.G.;  Mrs.  Ham¬ 
mond  Dooley,  Mrs.  Ford  McFarland,  For¬ 
rest  City;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Yancey  Sr.,  Mrs.  H. 
C.  Mixon,  Sr.,  Miss  Emmie  Futrall,  Mari¬ 
anna;  Mrs.  M.  B.  Currie,  West  Memphis 
W.S.G.;  Mrs.  W.  O.  Byler,  West  Memphis. 
f)aby:  Garry  Thomas  Brown,  Clarendon; 
Betsy  Hill,  Tommy  Tower,  Elaine;  John 
Nelson  Fogleman,  Marion’  Elbert  Lee 
Smith,  Turrell;  Michael  Paul  Sims,  West 
Memphis  W.S.G. 

FT.  SMITH  DISTRICT— Honorary  Life: 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Nance,  Fort  Smith  Dis¬ 
trict  W.S.G.  Adult:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Griffey, 
Booneville;  Martha  Wharton  Bryant, 
Clarksville  First  Church;  Mrs.  R.  C.  Hel- 
vie,  Mrs.  Walter  T.  Moore,  Mrs.  James 
Thompson,  Fort  Smith  First  Church;  Mrs. 


Winifred  Glover,  Miss  Anna  Rose  Miller, 
Miss  Vinnye  McAnally,  Mrs.  Flora  Camp¬ 
bell,  Mrs.  Ella  Aiken,  Mrs.  Ethel  Lamer, 
Fort  Smith  First  Church  W.S.G.;  Mrs. 
Earl  U.  Hardin,  Mrs.  Cleve  Cotner,  Miss 
Donna  Hackler,  Mrs.  A1  Blake,  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Floyd,  Mrs  Sam  Benson,  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Robertson,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Landers;  Mrs.  Fred 
Kirkpatrick;  Mrs.  Logan  Rogers,  Mrs. 
Louise  Paddock,  Mrs.  David  Randle,  Fort 
Smith  First  Church;  Mrs.  Jim  Brooksher, 
Mrs.  Carl  H.  Martin,  Mrs.  Frank  Degen, 
Mrs  Grace  Johnson,  Miss  Gertrude  Soule, 
Fort  Smith  Goddard  W.S.G.;  Mrs.  Shirley 
Coleman,  Fort  Smith  Midland  Heights; 
Mrs.  Anna  Lee  Womble,  Mrs.  Frank  Jones, 
Fort  Smith  St.  Paul;  Mrs.  Christine  Mun- 
ford.  Fort  Smith  St.  _Paul  W.S.G.;  Mrs. 

J.  O.  Dill,  Mrs.  Jim  Gorham,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Lewis,  Miss  Reba  Dawson,  Greenwood. 
Youth:  Mary  Ruth  Goodloe,  Fort  Smith 
District;  Gail  Garrigue,  Judy  Adams,  Fort 
Smith  First  Church;  Wilma  Downum,  Tort 
Smith  Midland  Heights;  Billie  Sue  Chas¬ 
tain,  Mulberry.  Junior:  Sarah  Ann  Swaf¬ 
ford,  Fort  Smith  First  Church.  Baby:  John 
Robert  Koesy,  Leigh  Cutting  Klusmeier, 
Owen  Calhoun  Pearce,  Elizabeth  Leigh 
Charles,  Steven  Kent  Napier,  Cindy  Lee 
Shaw,  Stacia  Leigh  Skokas,  Fort  Smith 
First  Church;  Lucinda  Louise  Lilly,  Fort 
Smith  Goddard  W.S.G.;  Janet  Gail  Wat¬ 
kins,  Fort  Smith  Midland  Heights;  Janet 
Laverne  Wilson,  Ft.  Smith  Midland  Hgts.; 
Suzanne  Kiefer,  Teresa  Ann  Lewis,  Mul¬ 
berry. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT— Adult :  Iva  B. 
Holmes,  Bay;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Baxter,  Blythe- 
ville  Lake  St.;  Mrs.  John  Stevens  Jr.,  Dell; 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Severs,  Mrs.  Effie  Frayser, 
Mrs.  Floy  Nelms,  Mrs.  Sue  Holmes,  Har¬ 
risburg;  Mrs.  Earl  M.  Steed,  Jonesboro 
District  W.S.G.;  Mrs.  Burns  Falkner,  Mrs. 
Eugene  Parker,  Miss  Bonita  Phillips,  Mrs. 
Robert  Knight,  Jonesboro  1st  Church  W. 

S.  G.;  Mrs.  O.  J.  Brooks,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Mills,  Jonesboro  1st  Church;  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Wellons,  Jonesboro  Huntington  Ave;  Mrs. 
P.  M.  Nelson,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Martin,  Mrs. 
N.  F.  Kennett,  Leachville;  Mrs.  Henry 
Spann,  Mrs.  R.  W’.  Thomas,  Luxora;  Mrs. 
Ira  Ellis,  Monette;  Mrs.  R.  Frank  Rhodes, 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Dyess,  Mrs.  Coleman  S. 
Stevens,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Pat  Kinard,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Radcliff,  Osceola:  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dudley, 
Truman;  Mrs.  Edwin  J.  Sitzer,  Weiner; 
Mrs.  H.^L.  Oates,  Whitton.  Youth:  Ann 
Nelson  Rhodes,  Carol  Gayle  Mitchell,  Mary 
Abbott,  Osceola;  Jenny  Wren,  Janet  Hale, 
Wilson.  Junior:  Linda  Lou  Sammons, 
Jonesboro  Fisher  St.  Baby:  Suzan  Ed¬ 
wards,  Dell;  James  Edwrard  Grissom,  Har¬ 
risburg  W.S.G.;  Paul  Brooks  Lutterloh, 
Jean  Lutterloh,  Alan  Keith  Vivrette,  Mer- 
ril  Gail  Angelo,  Jonesboro  1st  Church; 
Kathy  Gail  Sammons,  Doris  Ann  Blevens, 
Donna  Hedger, '  Jenanna  Anderson,  Jones¬ 
boro  Fisher  Street;  Mary  Harriette  Par- 
menter,  John  Clifford  Harrison,  Kathryn 
Mae  Thompson,  Luxora;  Curtis  Rigney 
Hagler,  Hickory  Ridge. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs. 
T.  C.  Gallegy,  Mrs.  L.  G.  Black,  Corning; 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Beard,  Paragould  First  Church; 
Mrs.  Richard  Woodward,  Mrs.  Perry 
Biggs,  Paragould  First  Church  W.S.G.; 
Mrs.  Elmo  Thomason,  Walnut  Ridge  First 
Church;  Mrs.  Gus  R.  Camp,  Piggott. 
Youth:  Miss  Rosemary  Jones,  Piggott. 
Baby :  Amanda  Read,  Paragould  First 
Church. 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  Par¬ 
rish  Robbins,  Mrs.  Erma  Dailey,  Mrs.  P. 
C.  Harris,  Beebe;  Mrs.  O.  L.  Baker,  Beebe 
W.S.G.;  Mrs.  O.  H.  Davis,  Cabot;  Mrs. 
W.  O.  Jennings,  Clinton;  Mrs.  L.  E.  John¬ 
ston,  Cabot;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Henderson,  Heber 
Springs;  Mrs.  H.  F.  Derickson,  Leslie; 
Mrs.  Ed.  Darling,  McCrory;  Mrs.  Mildred 
Rowdings,  McRae;  Mrs.  D.  E.  Dobbins, 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Cook,  Mrs.  Elmer  O.  Yancey, 
Searcy.  Baby :  George  Edward  Steu'art  II, 
Beebe  W.S.G.;  Robert  Lee  Bradberry, 
Sheralyn  Jeanette  Fulbright,  Searcy. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Bible  Class  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe  on  Thursday  evening,  May  24. 

REV.  HUGH  L.  BAKER,  JR.,  minister  of  the 
Parish  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge,  will  be  dean  of  the  Junior  High 
District  Camp  at  Bluff  Creek,  June  18-23. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  the  Eunice  Methodist  Church  were  hosts 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  20,  at  an  open  house 
at  the  parsonage  in  honor  of  the  seniors  of  the 
Eunice  High  School. 

WARREN  BLAKEMAN,  ministerial  student  at 
Southern  Methodist  University,  will  serve  as 
Summer  Director  of  Activities  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge.  Mr.  Blakeman 
served  in  this  same  capacity  last  summer. 

SAM  H.  JONES,  Lake  Charles  attorney  and 
former  governor  of  Louisiana  was  the  speak¬ 
er  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of 
Marksville,  Simmesport,  Effie  and  Bunkie  on 
Monday,  May  28,  at  the  David  Haas  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie. 

THE  CORNERSTONE  of  the  new  Varnado 
Methodist  Churcl^  was  laid  in  a  ceremony 
held  at  the  church  site  on  Sunday  afternoon.  May 
27.  Rev.  S.  J.  McLean,  pastor  of  the  church,  was 
in  charge  of  the  service,  assisted  by  visiting 
ministers. 

REV.  BOBBY  LAWTON,  associate  minister  of 
the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  was  the  speaker  at  the  morning  service  of 
the  Curtis  Park  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City, 
on  Sunday,  May  21.  Rev.  W.  M-  Allen  is  pastor 
of  the  Curtis  Park  Church. 

REV.  MINNS  S.  ROBERTSON,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Marksville,  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  book,  “To  God  Alone,”  which  is  being  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  College  Publishing  Co.,  of  Daytona, 
Fla.  His  first  novel,  Mr.  Robertson  has  written 
a  story  of  the  devotion  of  the  Jews  to  their  God, 
despite  constant  reverses  on  the  field  of  battle. 

DR.  EUGENE  L.  SMITH,  general  executive 
secretary,  Division  of  World  Missions,  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions,  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  Willamette  College,  Oregon.  He  de¬ 
livered  the  baccalaureate  address.  Dr.  Smith  re¬ 
ceived  the  B.  A.  degree  from  Willamette  in  1934. 

WILLIAM  KIESEL,  JR.,  has  been  named 
president  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings.  Other  officers 
are  Bill  Jordan,  vice-president,  and  Eugene  Saw¬ 
yer,  treasurer.  The  June  meeting  will  be  a  joint 
meeting  with  Welsh  at  the  Welsh  Methodist 
Church  on  June  12. 

A  VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL  is  being  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  J.  D.  Dunnard,  Jr. 
The  school,  which  began  on  June  4  will  run 
through  June  15.  Superintendents  of  departments 
are  Mrs.  Dudley  Roberts,  Mrs.  Leo  Hanchey  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  Ebright. 

AN  ORGANIZATION  of  Methodist  Men  of  the 
McIntyre  Methodist  Church,  near  Minden, 
has  been  chartered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  J.  L.  Cassels  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  group.  Other  officers  are  H.  M.  Ouzts,  vice- 
president,  and  W.  J.  Cox,  secretary. 

A  CONFERENCE  of  representatives  of  conti¬ 
nental  European  (east  and  west),  British  and 
the  United  States  churches,  will  be  held  at  Ar- 
noldshain,  Germany,  July  9-14,  to  discuss  the 
subjects  of  “Responsible  Society”  and  “Inter¬ 
national  Affairs”  as  these  affect:  “Christian  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  aspirations  of  the  peoples  for  peace, 
order,  justice,  security,  freedom;  “Christian  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  relation  to  the  state,  governments 
and  intergovernmental  organizations.”  The  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  under  the  auspices  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 


DR.  PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  executive  of  the. 

Board  of  Christian  Education,  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  recently  warned  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  laymen,  “You  must  teach  children  to  enjoy 
religion  by  enjoying  it  yourself.”  He  admonished 
them  to,  “take”  not  “send”  their  children  to 
church.  “If  we  fail  to  teach  Christianity  to  our 
children,  we  are  shutting  Christ  out  of  our 
homes.” 

J.  P.  WATSON  is  directing  a  summer  program 

of  recreation  at  the  Amite  Methodist  Church 
consisting  of  a  variety  of  activities,  including 
games,  swimming,  trips,  and  dramatics.  Con¬ 
siderable  emphasis  is  being  given  to  the  more 
creative  forms  of  recreation,  and  to  developing 
recreational  leadership.  Mr.  Watson  will  be  assis¬ 
ted  by  a  corps  of  adults.  The  program  began  on 
June  1. 

A  RECEPTION  was  given  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  on  Sunday 
evening,  June  3,  for  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District,  and 
Mrs.  Tooke,  and  Rev.  Fred  Shirley,  associate 
minister  of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  and  Mrs. 
Shirley  as  they  leave  for  their  new  appointments 
following  the  Annual  Conference. 

VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL  will  be  held 
at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston, 
June  17-22.  The  school  will  begin  with  a  session 
on  Sunday  evening  at  7:00  p.m.  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  will  be  enrolled  and  parents  will  become 
acquainted  with  the  program  of  the  Vacation 
School.  A  reception  will  also  be  held  for  Mrs. 
Maxine  Watkins,  new  educational  director  at 
Trinity. 

REV.  DAN  D.  ALLEN  of  Muttura,  India,  was 
the  guest  preacher  at  the  morning  service 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  on 
Sunday  morning,  June  3.  Mrs.  Allen,  who  ac¬ 
companied  Mr.  Allen  is  also  a  missionary1  to 
India.  She  worked  very  closely  with  Mrs.  Jim 
Pomeroy  for  about  two  years  in  Landour,  India, 
at  the  Woodstock  School.  The  Board  of  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  is  returning  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen  to  India  in  August  and  upon  their  arrival 
the  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  India 
will  assign  them  to  a  new  post.  Mr.  Allen  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Yale  Divinity  School. 

ALL  OFFICERS  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Waterproof  were  installed  at  a  special 
service  on  the  night  of  May  27  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  John  Gieck.  This  included  the  members  of 
the  Official  Board,  whose  chairman  for  the  new 
conference  year  is  H.  T.  Bonnette,  Jr.;  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  various  commissions;  the  officers  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  whose 
president' is  Mrs.  W.  E.  Person,  and^the  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Fellowship  officers,  whose  president 
is  Miss  Caroline  Doty.  Each  group  was  charged 
by  the  pastor  with  the  responsibility  of  its  phase 
of  the  work. 

FORST  HANEFELD,  a  young  student  from 
Germany,  enrolled  at  Syracuse  University 
under  a  “Crusade  Scholarship”  given  him  by 
the  Methodist  Church,  finds  that  the  clock  is  an 
important  difference  between  life  in  Germany 
and  life  here,  and  that  the  U.S.  is  “enslaved 
to  the  clock.”  Mr.  Hanefeld,  a  native  of  Bremen, 
Germany,  is  studying  geography  at  Syracuse, 
and  plans  to  teach  that  subject  upon  his  return 
to  Germany.  His  resentment  against  the  clock 
is  caused  largely  by  the  fact  that  his  schedule 
is  so  time-regimented  that  he  cannot  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  all  the  opportunities  afforded  him  at  the 
university.  7 

THURSDAY,  MAY  17,  was  observed  by  church¬ 
es  and  members  of  the  National  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  U.S. A.,  as  a  “day  of  prayer  for 
better  race  relations”;  and  Sunday,  May  20,  was 
similarly  observed  by  many  other  churches  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  In  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  call  to  prayer,  Dr.  Eugene  Carter  Blake, 
NCC  president,  said:  “All  of  us  in  every  part 
of  the  nation  share  the  responsibility  for  the 
racial  conflicts  in  our  nation  because  we  have  not 
understood  the  needs  of  men  and  have  not  cared 
enough  ....  We  all  bear  in  our  conscience  the 


scars  of  racial  separation.  Let  us  in  humility  ask 
God’s  forgiveness  and  let  us  pray  that  we  may 
be  freed  from  race  conflict  and  from  all  bitter¬ 
ness  v, ...  It  is  our  opportunity  as  Christians  to 
be  creative  instruments  of  our  God  of  love  in  a 
restless  world.  We  must  therefore  hold  in  our 
hearts  the  hope  of  peaceful  solutions.” 

JOINING  with  the  “Citizens’  Committee  for 
Expanded  Foreign  Aid”  to  the  under-devel¬ 
oped  areas  of  the  world,  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roose¬ 
velt  declared  recently  that  it  is  now  necessary 
for  the  United  States  to  look  beyond  the  purely 
military  aspect  of  the  world  struggle.  “We  must 
give  increased  attention  to  helping  the  world 
develpp  economically,  culturally  and  spiritual¬ 
ly,”  she  said.  Democracy  must  stand  for  some¬ 
thing  positive  and  not  be  merely  agianst  com¬ 
munism.  We  must  realize  that  the  conflict  today 
is  not  just  a  military  contest.”  Mrs.  Margaret 
Bender,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Henry,  Clarence  E.  Pickett, 
Dr.  Frank  Trager,  and  Mrs.  Edward  Murrow 
are  among  church  leaders  advocating  American 
loans  and  grants-in-aid  at  a  minimum  of  $1,500,- 
000,000  per  year  for  at  least  five  years. 


MINISTER  MADE  REPRESENTATIVE 
TO  JAPAN 

The  former  head  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  of  Okinawa,  the  Rev.  Yoshio  Higa,  has 
been  appointed  the*  first  representative  of  the 
government  of  Ryukyu  Islands  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Japan.  Okinawa  is  the  largest  of  the 
Ryukyu  group. 

Moderator  of  the  United  Church  six  years, 
and  a  former  Crusade  scholar  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Higa  becomes,  in  effect,  the  first 
representative  of  the  Ryukyu  Government  to  a 
foreign  nation.  The  Islands  are  governed  by  the 
United  States  under  a  United  Nations  trustee¬ 
ship,  but  the  people  have  a  legislature  and  an 
Okinawa  Governor.  Mr.  Higa  was  appointed  by 
that  governor,  who  also  is  a  Christian. 

Mr.  Higa  was  succeeded  in  the  post  of  mod¬ 
erator  by  the  Rev.  Chosho  Nakacato,  pastor  of 
the  United  church  at  Shuri  on  Okinawa.  Mr. 
Higa  formerly  studied  at  Drew  University,  Madi¬ 
son,  N.  J.,  as  a  Crusade  scholar. 

The  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church  is  one  of  six  mission  boards  which  co¬ 
operates  with  the  1,500-member  United  Church. 


“SANE,  PROGRESSIVE  CONFERENCE” 
SAYS  CHURCH’S  OLDEST  BISHOP 

Bishop  Herbert  Welch,  93,  oldest  bishop  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  is  optimistic  over  the 
accomplishments  of  the  1956  General  Conference. 
“It  was  Methodism  on  the  march,”  he  said. 

In  summarizing  his  impressions,  Bishop  Welch, 
veteran  of  14  of  these  quadrennial  sessions,  noted 
“a  profound  spirit  of  togetherness”  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  that  “had  been  anticipated  with  many  mis¬ 
givings.” 

The  pronouncement  on  the  Christian  attitude 
toward  race  he  called  “moderate  but  forthright 
and  unequivocal.”  He  rejoiced  in  the  practically 
unanimous  vote  by  which  it  was  adopted. 

Further  appraisal  of  1956  advances  included 
this  comment:  “The  conference  surprisingly 
opened  full 'clergy  rights  to  women,  a  moot  ques¬ 
tion  for  years.  It  also  had  a  kind  word  for  plan¬ 
ned  parenthood.” 

Another  action  that  Bishop  Welch  regarded 
as  in  the  line  of  progress  was  approval  of  the 
“bold  new  venture  in  religious  journalism  .  .  . 
providing  for  two  Methodist  monthly  magazines, 
one  distinctively  for  church  pastors  and  leaders, 
the  other  of  a  family  type  primarily  ..for  church 
members.” 

The  one-time  college  president  (Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan),  as  might  be  expected,  praised  the  “vig¬ 
orous  effort  to  put  the  schools  and  colleges  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  church  on  more  solid  and  ser¬ 
viceable  foundations.”  He  noted  with  particular 
satisfaction  “in  this  concentration  on  higher  edu¬ 
cation,  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  School 
of  International  Service  at  the  American  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Washington  and  for  two  new  theologi¬ 
cal  seminaries  in  the  Middle  West.” 


The  human  being  is  an  incurable  optimist. 
He  believes  he  has  a  pretty  good  chance  to  win 
a  lottery  prize,  but  that  there  is  rarely  the  slight¬ 
est  chance  of  his  getting  killed  in  a  traffic  acci¬ 
dent.  — Jackson  (Miss.)  State  Times. 
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NEW  DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT 


REV.  SAM  NADER 


Rev.  Sam  Nader,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Houma, 
was  appointed  district  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
at  the  Annual  Conference  meeting 
in  Shreveport. 

He  succeeds  Rev.  Karl  Tooke, 
who  was  appointed  Director  of 
Stewardship  for  the  conference. 


World  Federation  Of 
Methodist  Women 
To  Meet  In  U.S. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  —  The  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women, 
which  numbers  more  than  4,000,- 
000  members  in  34  countries,  will 
hold  its  third  quadrennial  meeting 
August  27-31  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.  C. 

The  meeting  of  officers  and  dele¬ 
gates  has  been  scheduled  for  the 
eve  of  the  ninth  World  Methodist 
Conference,  September  1-13,  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  it  was  announced 
by  Mrs.  Paul  Arrington,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  vice  president  of  the  women’s 
organization. 

She  said  the  group  will  vote  on 
a  new  plan  of  organization  which 
proposes  that  the  federation  become 
an  affiliate  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  a  cooperative  body  of  some 
40  Methodist  communions.  • 

In  her  report  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  The  Methodist  Church,  Mrs. 
Arrington  said  the  federation 
“strives  to  enlist  and  maintain 
trained  women  as  Christian  work¬ 
ers  in  evangelism,  missionary  work, 
education  and  social  service.” 

Miss  Ottilia  De  O’Chaves  o  f 
Porto  Alegre,  Brazil,  is  president 
of  the  federation.  The  secretary  is 
Miss  S'aturnina  Lara  of  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands,  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Mas- 
land,  Philadelphia,  is  treasurer. 

New  officers  are  to  be  elected  to 
four-year  terms  at  the  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska  meeting. 

Miss  Dorothy  McConnell  of  New 
York,  an  editor  of  World  Outlook, 
monthly  magazine  published  by  the 
Methodist  Board  o  f  Missions,  i  s 
Program  chairman  for  the  federa¬ 
tion’s  meeting.  She  said  the  em¬ 
phasis  will  be  on  Christian  citizen¬ 
ship  education,  spiritual  life,  and 
“how  to”  discussions  of  organiza¬ 
tional  methods  and  program  plan¬ 
ning. 
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Dr.  Fosdick  Writes 
Hymn  On  Christian 
Home 

A  new  hymn,  emphasizing  the 
importance  of  the  Christian  home 
and  family  in  the  making  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  America  and  world,  has  been 
written  by  Dr.  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick,  minister-emeritus  of  Riv¬ 
erside  Church,  New  York.  This  is 
the  first  hymn  from  Dr.  Fosdick’s 
pen  in  several  years.  His  earlier 
texts  are  in  the  hymnals  of  most 
Protestant  churches. 

The  new  hymn,  “O  God,  who  to 
a  Loyal  Home,”  was  especially 
written  by  Dr.  Fosdick  for  the 
Hymn  Society  of  America  (297 
Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10, 
N.Y.),  by  which  it  is  copyrighted. 
The  Society’s  president,  the  Rev. 
Deane  Edwards,  says  that  local 
churches  may  reproduce  the  hymn 
in  bulletins,  orders  of  worship,  etc., 
if  the  hymn  is  not  shortened  or 


sanctuary  for  South  Crowley,  hav¬ 
ing  observed  that  the  most  impos¬ 
ing  church  structures  were  in 
North  Crowley. 

Plans  were  ?oon  completed  for 
the  new  stone  and  wood  structure 
and  the  congregation  dedicated  it¬ 
self  to  the  task  of  raising  sufficient 
funds  with  which  to  build  a  mod¬ 
ern  and  comfortable  church. 

Donations  from  various  sources 
began  pouring  into  the  Building 
Fund,  with  the  main  sources  being 
from  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Crowley,  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Iota,  many  generous  persons  not  of 
the  Methodist  faith,  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions,  and  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation.  The  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  was  instrumental 
in  raising  a  large  part  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Fund  through  benefits. 

The  dream  became  a  reality  in 
April  of  1955  when  the  foundation 
for  the  stone  and  frame  structure 
was  laid  on  property  acquired  on 
Jeanette  Street.  The  foundation 
was  a  donation  by  Stanley  Pear¬ 
son  of  Abbeville,  a  Methodist  lay¬ 
man. 

Finishing  touches  were  put  into 
the  $50,000  structure  o  f  Holiday 
stone  and  wood  two  weeks  before 
Easter.  Of  the  total  cost  of  the 
church,  the  balance  remaining  is 
$7,000  which  was  borrowed  from 
the  Methodist  Mission  Board. 

The  new  sanctuary  which  seats 
300  people  and  is  furnished  with 
all-oak  furniture  is  being  air-con¬ 
ditioned  at  present. 


changed,  and  if  the  Society’s  copy¬ 
right  is  noted. 

Dr.  Fosdick’s  text: 

O  GOD,  WHO  TO  A 
HOME 

(C.M.D.)  Tune:  St.  Leonard 

1.  O  God,  who  to  a  loyal  home 

Didst  trust  thy  Son  divine, 
Where  faithful  love  and  patient 
work 

Made  daily  life  begin; 

With  contrite  shame  thy  grace 
we  claim, 

And  lift  to  thee  our  prayer: 
Redeem  our  oft  unworthy  homes 
Till  all  is  Christlike  there. 

2.  Deliver  us  from  sins  which  harm 

Our  homes,  and  mar  their 
peace. 

May  selfless  and  devoted  love 
Make  strife  and  discord  cease. 
With  anxious  zeal,  for  mankind’s 
weal 

And  world-wide  peace  we 
pray; 


church  is  a  large  d  o  u  b  1  e-faced 
bronze  cross  which  is  illuminated 
by  concealed  lights  and  suspended 
in  front  of  the  church  by  a  pylon. 
The  $500  cross  was  presented  to 
the  church  by  a  person  who  wished 
to  remain  anonymous. 

The  congregation  has  grown  from 
the  60  original  members  to  over 
210  and  is  still  growing  under  the 
leadership  of  their  present  pastor. 
Since  Mr,  Pierson  appeared  on  the 
scene,  the  church  budget  has  grown 
from  $3,200  to  $10,000.  Mr.  Pierson 
is  happy  also  to  announce  that  not 
only  Wesley  Methodist  Churfch  but 
the  Methodist  Churches  of  Maxie 
and  Iota,  where  he  also  serves, 
have  doubled  their  World  Service 
giving  for  next  year.  This  means 
the  charge  will  give  over  $600  to 
the  World  Service  program  of  the 
Methodist  Church  next  year. 

The  members  of  the  Bui  1  d  i  n  g 
Committee  and  Official  Board  are: 
Building  Committee,  T.  Hoffpauir, 
chairman,  Mrs.  Martin  Welch,  Jr., 
Secretary,  Jesse  Spell,  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  Petry,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Trumps, 
and  Rev.  R.  E.  Pierson;  Official 
Board,  R.  E.  Pierson,  Abner  Faulk, 
Earl  Faulk,  Herbert  Faulk,  James 
W.  Faulk,  Walter  Gilbert,  Mrs. 
Estelle  Hoffpauir,  T .  Hoffpauir, 
Willie  Hoffpauir,  Bonnie  Kelly, 
Curtis  Morgan,  Frank  Morgan, 
Richard  Petry,  Mrs.  Richard  Petry, 
Clovis  Spell,  Denrv  Spell,  Jesse  R. 
Spell,  Mrs.  Jesse  R.  Spell,  Kelly 
Spell,  Morgan  Stutes,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Stupes,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Trumps,  Mrs. 
Martin  Welch  Jr.,  Martin  Welch. 


One  of  the  features  of  the  new 


WESLEY,  CROWLEY,  IN  NEW  BUILDING 

(Continued  from  page  1) 


But  all  in  vain,  if  wayward 
homes 

Cause  childhood  steps  to  stray. 

3.  Thou  art  our  Father,  and  from 

thee 

All  faithful  families  spring, 

To  homes,  where  love  and  honor 
dwell, 

Thou  dost  thy  blessings  bring. 
O  God  of  love,  send  from  above 
Thy  succor,  swift  and  strong. 
That  from  such  homes  stout  souls 
may  come 

To  triumph  over  wrong. 

4.  We  pray  that  childhood’s  latent 

powers 

May  grow  to  bless  mankind; 
That  we  may  guide  aright  young 
lives,  ' 

For  unguessed  good  designed. 
O  Father  God,  whose  Son  has 
trod 

Such  lowly  paths  as  we, 

Help  us  to  build  on  earth  true 
homes, 

Till  we  come  home  to  thee. 

— Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  1956 
(Copright  1956  by  the  Hymn  So¬ 
ciety  of  America) 


RECEPTION  FOR 
NEW  MEMBERS  AT 
AT  MARK’S 

On  Sunday  evening,  May  27th 
at  6:00  o’clock,  a  reception  was 
held  for  the  46  new  members  who 
have  come  into  St.  Mark’s  Church, 
New  Orleans  during  the  past  con¬ 
ference  year.  Mrs.  Joseph  Mandle- 
baum  was  in  charge  of  refresh¬ 
ments  and  the  gathering  enjoyed" 
punch  and  cakes,  in  addition  to  the 
fellowship. 

The  recently  organized  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  held  its  first  meeting 
on  April  24th.  Miss  Margaret  Mc- 
G  o  w  a  n,  District  Secretary,  met 
with  the  group  and  assisted  in  get¬ 
ting  things  underway.  The  follow¬ 
ing  officers  were  elected:  President 
Secretary  -  Mrs.  Mary  Morrison; 
and  Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Eva  Perez. 
The  meeting  was  held  at  the  par¬ 
sonage  and  afterward,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Carlstrom  served  refreshments. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the 
Guild  which  took  place  at  the 
Church  on  May  27,  the  roster  of 
elected  officers  was  completed 
with  the  election  of  Mrs.  Bea 
Fucich  as  Vice-President  and  Mrs. 
Desde^'na  Miller,  Secretary  of 
Promotion.  ♦ 

The  Guild  is  looking  forward  to 
a  very  fruitful  year  with  a  contin¬ 
ually  increasing  membership. 

On  Friday  night,  June  8th,  which 
will  be  “Family  Night”  at  St. 
Mark’s  for  June,  there  will  be  a 
barbecue  supper  to  be  held  at  the 
parsonage.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carlstrom 
will  be  hosts  for  the  occasion,  but 
the  food  will  be  furnished  by  the 
entire  group. 


STUDENT  SUMMER 
PROJECTS  COVER 
WIDE  RANGE 

Methodist  summer  service  projects 
for  college  students  this  summer 
cover  a  wide  geographical  and  in¬ 
terest  range,  according  to  the  Rev. 
R.  Claude  Singleton,  secretary  of 
the  Student  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  Work  camps  will 
be  held  in  Alaska,  Cuba,  Mexico, 
Texas,  and  Vienna,  Austria.  An  in¬ 
terconference  evangelistic  project  is 
scheduled  for  California  and  a  com¬ 
munity  service  project  for  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  Caravan  teams  will  tour 
the  United  States. 
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L.  R.  CONFERENCE  YOUTH  RALLY  HELD 


Rev.  William  A.  Holmes ,  speaker 
at  Youth  Rally. 


Joe  White,  new  President  Con¬ 
ference  M.Y.F. 


METHODIST  YOUTH 


RETURNING  “CRUSADE 
SCHOLAR”  FINDS 
CHANGED  JAPAN 

A  former  Crusade  scholar,  return¬ 
ed  to  his  homeland,  Japan,  after 
seven  years  in  the  United  States, 
is  in  a  particularly  challenging  po¬ 
sition  as  minister  of  a  small  church 
in  Tokyo.  Five  minutes’  walk  from 
his  church  in  one  direction  is  the 
main  building  of  the  Japanese  Com¬ 
munist  Party;  five  minutes’  walk  in 
another  direction  is  one  of  the  big¬ 
gest  Shinto  shrines  of  Japan,  the 
Meiji  Shrine. 

The  Rev.  Yoshio  Noro,  who  stud¬ 
ied  in  this  country  from  1949  to 
1956,  first  as  a  Crusade  scholar  at 
Drew  University  and  then  for  his 
Ph.D.  from  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  has  resumed  the  pastorate  of 
the  church  which  he  served  for  a 
year  before  he  came  to  the  States. 
His  first  impressioh  on  his  return 
to  Japan  in  March  is  that  Christian¬ 
ity  in  general  is  not.  as  popular  there 
as  it  was  immediately  after  the 
war.  He  says,  however,  that  he  can 
tell  more  about  it  after  a  year  or 
two. 

Mr.  Noro  adds:  “It  seems  to  me 
that  we  are  losing  our  battle  here 
in  Japan.  I  do  not  know  the  reasons 
why  it  is  so.  We  have  to  find  them 
out.” 

Mr.  Noro  has  been  impressed  by 
other  changes  in  Japan,  such  as  the 
increasing  use  of  Western  clothing 
and  what  he  calls  the  “particularly 
interesting  phenomenon”  of  the 
taxis  in  Tokyo.  The  city’s  streets 
are  full  of  them,  he  says,  as  were 
those  of  Yokohama.  The  first  time 
he  got  in  one  of  them  in  the  latter 
city  he  thought  the  driver  was  mad, 
as  he  never  drove  straight  but  went 
“zig-zag  through  other  automobiles.” 

In  addition  to  his  work  as  minis¬ 
ter,  Mr.  Noro  is  a  lecturer  in  system¬ 
atic  theology  in  the  Department  of 
Christianity  of  Aoyama  Gaukuin 
University  at  Tokyo  Union  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary. 


The  Rev.  Wililam  A.  Holmes,  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex.,  formerly  of  Little  Rock, 
was.  the  principal  speaker  at  the 
youth  rally  of  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  ,  Methodist  Church 
held  ■-■at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Hot  Springs,  Tuesday  night,  June 
5. 

The  rally,  at  the  103rd  annual  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence,  attracted  some  1,000  young 
Methodists  from  throughout  south 
Arkansas. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  vCrho  is  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  Highland  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  spoke  on  “Young 
Words,  Deeds,  and  Souls.”  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  head 
of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  installed  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  offi¬ 
cers  who  were  elected  at  Camp  Tan- 
ako  the  week  preceding  the  rally. 
New  officers  included; 

President,  Joe  White,  Little  Rock 

Vice-president,  John  Walker,  For- 
dyce 

Secretary,  Mary  Ruth  Price,  Du¬ 
mas 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  Dewey  Derrick, 
Little  Rock 

Program  Area  Chairmen: 

Publicity,  Sharon  Laessig,  Little 
Rock 

Faith,  Jim  Robnolt,  Stuttgart 

Witness,  Darrell  Smith,  Hot 
Springs 

Outreach,  Irene  Thornton,  Hope 

Citizenship,  Warren  Taylor,  El 
Dorado 

Fellowship,  Dixie  Hillman,  Stutt¬ 
gart 

Present  officers  of  the  Conference 
MYF  who  participated  on  the  rally 
program,  in  addition  to  Hollenbeck, 
include:  vice-president,  Joe  White, 
Little  Rock;  secretary,  Miss  Nellie 
Childs,  El  Dorado;  publicity  chair¬ 
man,  Miss  Betty  Sue  Blossom,  Little 
Rock;  faith  chairman,  Mark  Haw¬ 
kins,  Parkdale;  witness  chairman, 
Miss  Carmen  Fuller,  Little  Rock; 
outreach  chairman,  Miss  Ruth  Stone, 
Arkadelphia;  citizenship  chairman, 
John  Walker,  Fordyce;  and  fellow¬ 
ship  chairman,  Miss  Daina  Dale, 
Hot  Springs. 

The  rally  was  sponsored  by  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Board  of 
Education  according  to  Dr.  Roy  E. 
Fawcett,  executive  secretary. 


OSCAR  ESCAMILLA  FINISHES  WORK 
AT  IOWA  WESLEYAN  COLLEGE 


Adult  Workers  With 
Youth 

“The  church  has  rallied  its  lead¬ 
ership  in  behalf  of  its  young  people 
in  a  most  remarkable  way,”  the 
Rev.  Harold  W.  Ewing,  director  of 
the  Youth  Department  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,,  began  his 
report  to  the  Board ,  that  met  last 
January. 

.  Observers  who  have  had  exper¬ 
ience  in  the  church  for  many  years 
say  that  they  have  not  found  a  time 
when  there  has  been  as  tinuch  “read¬ 
iness”  to  work  with  young  people 
as  there  is  at  this  time,  according  to 
Mr.  Ewing.  As  a  result  adult  work¬ 
ers  with  youth  have  been  recruited 
and  trained  in  larger  numbers  than 
ever  before.  At  the  present  time 
they  include 

Teachers  and  counselors 

Adviors  to  program  areas  or  com¬ 
mittees 

General  Superintendents 

Youth  Division  superintendents 

Pastors 

Parents 

Resource'  leaders  in  special  areas 

Leaders  of  youth  serving  agencies 
meeting  under  church  auspices 
(Scouts,  etc.) 

Secretaries  of  youth  work  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service 

The  Youth  Department  has  a  free 
leaflet,  My  Job  in  the  MYF  as  Adult 
Worker  with  Youth.  Some  of  the 
matters  of  concern  for  youth  work¬ 
ers  in  general,  as  set  forth  in  the 
leaflet,  are: 

“Commit  myself  to  God  and  his 
work.” 

“Carefully  analyze  my  task.” 

“Continue  my  training.” 

“Attend  meetings  in  arid  beyond 
my  church  that  will  help  me 
grow  in  the  job.” 

“Spend  time  with  young  people 
at  home,  in  school  and  commu¬ 
nity  activities,  and  through  per¬ 
sonal  counseling.” 

My  Job  in  the  MYF  as  Adult 
Worker  with  Youth  (2385-B)  is 
is  available  from  the  Service  De¬ 
partment,  Methodist  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 


OSCAR  ESCAMILLA 


This  my  Senior  year  has  been  a 
wonderful  one.  My  four  years  in 
college  have  been  very  significant 
in  every  way.  The  four  years  have 
been  what  I  call  “an  adventure  in 
faith”  inasmuch  as  it  seemed  like 
a  long  way,  but  I  went  into  it  with 
confidence  that  I  would  be  able  to 
make  it  and  ended  up  successfully. 
One  of  my  favorite  Scripture  verses 
has  been  the  words  of  Jesus,  “With 
me  all  things  are  possible.  .  .  ”  At 
this  time  I  find  myself  meeting  the 
last  requirements  for  graduation. 
On  June  4,  I  will  receive  a  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Arts  degree,  with  a  major  in 
the  Humanities  and  a  Secondary 
Reaching  Certificate  as  I  completed 
the  requirements  in  the  field  of 
Education  and  Psychology. 

During  the  summer,  will  be  work¬ 
ing  in  the  Migrant  Ministry  Pro¬ 
gram  under  the  auspices  of  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ,  Division  of  Home  Missions. 
This  job  presents  a  great  challenge 
for  me  to  put  into  practical  use 
what  I  have  learned. 

In  September,  I  will  go  to  Berk¬ 
eley,  California,  where  I  am  pre¬ 
enrolled  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion.  It  is  there  that  I  will  pur¬ 
sue  my  actual  preparation  for  the 
service  of  God  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  While  in  Seminary, 
I  plan  to  continue  toward  becoming 
a  full-time  (ordained)  minister  in 
the  Methodist  Church.  —  Oscar  Es¬ 
camilla,  Hershey  Hall,  Iowa  Wes¬ 
leyan  College,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa. 

(Oscar  spent  the  /Summer  of  1952 
at  Camp  Tanako  and  the  summer 
of  1954  at  Camp  Aldersgate,  both  in 
the  Little  Rock  Conference.) 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 


cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock.  Arkansas 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  TRIBUTE  TO 


MRS.  ELLA  ISON  LEONARD 


MRS.  J.  L.  LEONARD 


Ella  Ison  came  from  a  well-known 
family  in  Arkansas.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Judge  William 
and  Mary  Trammel  Ison.  She  was 
born  on  March  13,  1876  in  Mineral 
Springs,  Arkansas.  Soon  after  her 
birth  .the  family  moved  to  Center 
Point  in  Howard  County  and  she 
grew  up  there. 

The  Isons  were  a  family  of  con¬ 
siderable  influence  in  our  State. 
During  the  Civil  War  Judge  Ison 
served  as  a  captain  in  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Cavalry  under  General  Nathan 
Bedford  Forest.  He  saw  consider¬ 
able  action  in  that  war. 

At  an  early  age  Ella  Ison  was 
converted  and  joined  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church.  She  re¬ 
mained  a  faithful  member  of  that 
church  until  her  marriage,  at  which 
time  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Th£  Isons  were  great  believers  in 
education  and  gave  their  children 
every  possible  opportunity  along 
this  line.  Ella  attended  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Female  College  at  Oxford, 
Mississippi,  and  also  Galloway 
Women’s  College  in  Searcy,  Ark¬ 
ansas.  This  training  stood  her  in 
good  stead  later,  as  the  wife  of  a 
Methodist  minister. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Rev.  Jesse  L.  Leonard  on  October 
7,  1902.  At  the  time  of  this  marriage 
Brother  Leonard  was  serving  his 
first  appointment  as  a  Methodist 
preacher,  the  Fulton  Charge.  At  the 
close  of  his  pastorate  there  he  and 
his  wife  moved  to'  Colorado  where 
they  served  for  one  year  in  the 
Denver  Conference. 

The  Leonards  then  moved  back  to 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  where 
they  spent  the  remaining  years  of 
their  active  service.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  one  year  spent  in 
Colorado,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
did  all  of  their  work  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference,  serving  the  fol¬ 
lowing  charges:  Fulton;  Pullman 
Heights,  Hot  Springs;  Amity;  Wal¬ 
do;  Des  Arc;  Highland  Church,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  Walco  Church,  Malvern; 
Leola;  Horatio;  Thornton;  Foreman; 
Tillar;  Junction  City;  Washington; 
Star  City;  Sheridan  and  Keo. 

In  all  these  charges  Mrs.  Leonard 
worked  diligently  along  with  her 
husband.  For  many  years  she  taught 
in  the  Sunday  School  and  worked 
faithfully  in  the  Woman’s  Society 
°f  Christian  Service. 

She  was  always  ready  to  visit  the 
sick  and  her  wit '  and  wholesome 
sense  of  humor  made  her  visits  o’f 
inuch  value  to  them.  Many  have 
been  known  to  remark  that  her  vis- 
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MEMORIALS 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Mrs.  Alice  Dreher  by  Willing  Workers 
Class — Primrose  Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  Lee  C.  Rogers  by  Fidelity  Class, 
Hazen  Methodist  Church 

Walter  Schultz  by  Bauxite  Methodist  W.  S. 
C.  S. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Knoll  by  Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Mc- 
Dougal 

Mr.  Nick  Tisdale  by  Mrs.  Frances  Mc- 
Carroll 

Mrs.  Paul  Jefferson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Smith 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Slbeck  by  Geo.  L.  Diehl  Archi¬ 
tects  and  Engineers 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Dillaha  by  Adelia  and 
Franklin  E.  Loy 

Elzie  Wylie  Daniel  by  Franklin  E.  Loy 

Mrs.  Agnes  Dees  Sibeck  by  Adelia  and 
Franklin  E.  Loy 

T.  Arthur  McAmis  by  Adelia  and  Franklin 

E.  Loy 


its  were  like  a  good  tonic  to  the 
sick.  These  fine  qualities  also  made 
her  many  friends.  She  was  very 
popular  in  the  various  communities 
where  she  lived. 

After  36  years  of  faithful  service, 
she  and  her  husband  retired  because 
of  ill  health  on  the  part  of  Mrs. 
Leonard,  and  moved  to  Little  RockT 
Since  then  they  made  their  home 
with  their  son,  Dodson,  residing  at 
2123  South  Valmar  Street. 

On  January  1,  1939,  Mrs.  Leonard 
for  the  second  time  placed  her 
membership  in  the  Highland 
Church.  She  remained  a  member  of 
this  church  and  was  as  loyal  to  it 
as  her  health  would  permit. 

Mrs.  Leonard  was  the  mother  of 
three  children  —  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  all  of  whom  survive;  Dod¬ 
son  Ison  Leonard  and  Mrs.  Johnie 
M.  Burnett,  both  of  Little  Rock,  and 
John  Lee  Leonard  of  Texas  City, 
Texas.  She  is  also  survived  by  her 
husband,  Rev.  Jesse  L.  Leonard;  a 
sister,  Mrs.  Myrtle  R.  Watkins  of 
Kemp,  Texas,  six  grandchildren  and 
two  great-grandchildren. 

After  an  extended  illness  Mrs. 
Leonard  passed  away  at  a  Little 
Rock  hospital.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Dr.  F.  A.  Buddin,  Rev. 
-H.  O.  Bolin,  and  Rev.  C.  D.  Meux. 
She  was  laid  to  rest  in  Roselawn 
Memorial  Park  in  Little  Rock  — 
H.  O.  Bolin. 


MaMrvin  Elias  Holcomb  by  Adelia  and 
Franklin  E.  Loy 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Harrell  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy 
W.  Boyett 

Mrs.  W.  S.  A.  Jackson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Guy  W.  Boyetf 

W.  E.  Leek  Sr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Cul¬ 
pepper 

Mr.  H.  G.  Leek  Sr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Davidson 

Mr.  Will  E.  Leek  Sr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
'R.  Davidson 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Kelly  Sr.  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Reasons 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Kelly  Sr.  by  Mrs.  Mary  G. 
Thach 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Kelly  Sr.  by  Scott  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Dumas 
Mrs.  Necie  S.  Jefferson  by  Mr.  W.  C. 
Bates 

Mrs.  Olivia  Staley  Tyree  by  “The  Clifton 
Family” 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Cannon  by  Lolla  Thornton 
Mrs.  N.  D.  Harrell  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
S.  Coleman 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Harrell  by  Dorcas  S.  S.  Class, 
Lewisville 

Mrs.  Hattie  M.  Kelly  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Smith 

Wilson  Norton  by  Rev.  D.  Mouzon  and 
Margaret  L.  Mann 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Kelly  Sr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Art 
Des  Lauriers 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Kelly  Sr.  by  Ben  and  Gladys 
Cashion 

Mr.  W.  E.  Lee  Sr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Frank 

Mrs.  Eric  Lehmann  by  Fred  Endes  Family 
and  Mrs.  Albert  Endes 
Mrs.  Ernest  N.  Smith  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.  R.  Sumner  and  family 
Mrs.  Earl  Clark  by  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Clark 
William  Earl  Spencer  by  Oaklawn  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Hot  Springs 
Dr.  J.  D.  Niven  by  Mrs.  Tot  P.  Turner 
G.  W.  Moore  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Harris 
Rev.  J.  L.  Dedman  by  "The  Family  of 
Rev.  J.  L.  Dedman” 

Mrs.  Frances  Phil  by  Adelia  and  Franklin 
E.  Loy 

Dr.  J.  D.  Niven  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
S.  Cherry,  Jr. 

Sam  Blankenship  by  “Gil,  Jenidel,  Aunt 
Cora  and  Winnie” 

Dr.  J.  D.  Niven  by  Emma  Lide 
Mrs.  J.  I.  Kelly  Sr.  by  Mr.  Carl  L.  White, 
Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Lessor  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Erwin 

Mrs.  Hattie  Kelly  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  F. 
Peterson 

Mr.  Wade  Black’s  father  by  Mrs.  Wm. 
Eighme 

Mrs.  Pearl  Melton  by  Ava  and  Herbert 
Smith  and  Roy  Custer  and  Jane  Maas 
J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  “The  Rife  Hughey 
Family” 

Rev.  J.  A.  Womack  by  Mrs.  Anna  Ritter 
Rev.  J.  A.  Womack  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  E. 
Harris 

Mrs.  Alaphal  Bell  Moore  by  Gleaners  S.  S. 

Class,  Joiner  Methodist  Church 
Miss  Gladys  Marlow  by  Mrs.  Geo.  S. 
Word 

Rev.  John  A.  Womack  by  Miss  Marion 
Dawson 

Rev.  John  A.  Womack  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Dawson 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert 


McCollum  and  Emma  Jain 
J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Her¬ 
man  Emmert 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.',  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Alewine 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  D. 
Hammock 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin 
Emmert 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  Charlotte  and 
Cherry  Craidon 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  The  Young  Adult 
S.  S.  Class,  Atkins  Methodist  Church 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Collard  by  Round  Pond  School 
Rev.  John  A.  Womack  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Payne 

G.  W.  Moore  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  B. 
Jones 

Garrett  Jones  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armour 
Lee  Gray 

Captain  W.  S.  Wever  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  F.  Kerr 

J.  M.  Barker,  Sr.,  by  Given  Hickman 

H.  N.  Beauchamp  by  Mrs.  George  S.  Word 
G.  W.  Moore  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webb  Sweet 
G.  V/.  Moore  by  Peggy  and  Jack  Neblett 
Garrett  Jones  by  Ralph  and  Martha  Gil- 

ham 

J.  C.  Goodrum  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F. 
Cox 

Mrs.  Herbert  Fiser  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

F.  Cox 

Mrs.  Mollie  Martin  by  “The  Rife  Hughey 
Family” 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ogden  by  the  W.  S.  C.  S. 

of  the  West  Memphis  Methodist  Church 

G.  W.  Moore  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
F.  Kerr. 

— Connor  Morehead, 
Superintendent 

MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Lillie  Rock,  Arkansas 


CHOIR  ROBES 


Newest  color  fast  fabrics  available. 
Write  for  Catalog  R2I 

E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 

268  Norman  Ave.,  Brooklyn  22,  N.  Y. 
932  Dakin  St.,  Chicago  13,  III. 

1908  Beverly  Blvd^  Los  Angeles  57.  Calif. 


GOWN  S 


Church  Furniture  •  Stele* 

|  Embroideries  .  Vestment*  j 
>  Hangings  •  Communion  j 
Sets  .  Altar  Brass  Goods  j 

nr 


•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Little  Rock’s  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 
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mm 

ii 

You’ll  LIKE 
Sterling’s  Goods 
and  Service! 


gri  h=lM.  iHH  ipif'if  i 


- •  Department  Star® 


*  r**»»TOt  AT  CENTS*  e 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Leiiaon  baaed  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lesaona;  the  International 
f°r  Chr,'*j!an  7**  hin,°’"  copyrighted  1951  by  tne  Olvlaien  of 
Chrlatian  Education,  National  C  incil  of  the  Churchea  of  Chrlat  In  the  U.S  A. 


LESSON  FOR  JUNE  17,  1956 

AMBASSADOR  IN  BONDS 

READ  ENTIRE  26th  CHAPTER  OF  ACTS. 

Memory  Selection:  I  am  not  ashamed,  for  I  know 
whom  I  have  believed  and  am  sure  that  he  is  able  to 
guard  until  that  Day  that  has  been  entrusted  to  me 
(2  Timothy  1:2) 


In  our  lesson  last  week  we  had 
the  record  of  the  outbreak  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  Ephesus,  where  Paul  had 
been  preaching  for  more  than  two 
years.  Followers  of  the  goddess 
Diana,  fearful  that  Christianity 
would  “hurt  their  business”  stirred 
up  the  people  until,  in  a  day  of 
frenzied  rioting,  Paul’s  life  was  in 
danger.  Feeling  that  he  had  spent 
as  much  time  as  he  could  allow  at 
Ephesus  and  feeling  that  the  church 
he  had  established  there  would 
abide,  Paul  left  Ephesus. 

After  a  wide  sweep  through  Mac- 
cedonia,  Paul,  like  Jesus  “steadfast¬ 
ly  set  his  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem.” 
This  he  did  despite  the  pleadings 
and  warnings  that  came  from  those 
who  loved  him.  It  was  his  plan  to 
return  to  Jerusalem  for  a  time  and 
then  go  on  to  Rome,  the  center  of 
the  political  world  of  the  day. 

After  his  difficult  ministry  in 
Ephesus,  some  might  think  Paul 
would  slow  down  some  and  possibly 
be  a  little  more  tactful  and  diplo¬ 
matic  in  his  work  as  an  apostle. 
However,  to  think  so  is  to  misjudge 
the  vigor,  the  firmness,  the  indomi¬ 
table  courage  and  ever  present 
sense  of  mission  that  stirred  the 
soul  of  this  great  saint. 

Instead  of  a  quieter  life,  the  time 
between  his  third  missionary  jour¬ 
ney  and  his  voyage  to  Rome  was 
possibly  the  most  dramatic,  charac¬ 
ter-revealing  period  of  Paul’s  minis¬ 
try.  He  had  hardly  reached  Jerusa¬ 
lem  before  he  found  himself  in  the 
midst  of  another  religious-crazed . 
mob,  and  was  the  center  of  another 
riot.  Jews  from  Asia  helped  to  stir 
up  the  Jews  of  Jerusalem  against 
Paul,  accusing  him  of  defiling  the 
temple.  The  group  purposed  to  kill 
Paul.  Roman  soldiers  saved  him  but 
put  him  in  chains.  Since  they  did 
not  understand  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  Paul  and  his  accusers,  they 
called  together  the  chief  priests  and 
delivered  Paul  to  them  for  trial. 
This  was  a  trial  in  a  court  moved 
by  prejudice  and  passion  hence 
Paul’s  life  was  again  in  danger  and 
again  Roman  soldiers  came  to  his 
rescue.  So  intense  was  their  hatred 
of  Paul  that  some  of  his  enemies  in 
Jerusalem  vowed  a  vow  not  to  eat 
or  drink  until  they  had  killed  him. 

To  save  Paul  from  his  Jerusalem 
enemies  Roman  authorities  decided 
to  return  Paul  to  Caesarea.  Just  how 
dangerous  the  situation  was  is  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  fact  that  Paul  was 
slipped  out  of  Jerusalem  in  the 
night  accompanied  by  200  soldiers, 
200  spearmen  and  70  horsemen.  This 
was  quite  a  guard  for  one  lone  man. 

Five  days  after  arriving  in  Caes¬ 
area  Paul  was  called  before  Felix, 
the  Roman  governor,  for  trial.  Felix 
was  so  corrupt  as  a  governor  that 
he  was  recalled  two  years  later  to 
Rome  in  disgrace.  As  Paul  plead  his 
case  before  Felix  the  Record  says, 
“As  he  reasoned  of  righteousness, 


temperance  and  a  judgment  to  come 
Felix  trembled.”  It  is  not  unusual 
for  a  prisoner  to  tremble  in  court 
before  a  judge,  but  here  a  judge  and 
governor  trembles  in  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  Felix 
stopped  the  trial  hoping,  apparently 
that  the  case  might  be  “settled  out^ 
of  court”  a  little  later  with  a  pos¬ 
sible  bribe  from  Paul  for  his  liberty. 
So  the  situation  remained  for  about 
two  years  with  Paul  in  custody. 

After  the  two  years,  when  Felix 
was  recalled,  Festus  was  appointed 
to  rule  in  his  place.  While  Festus 
seemed  to  be  a  much  better  man 
than  Felix,  being  new  on  the  job, 
he  was  anxious  to  please  the  Jews. 
Hence,  when  they  began  pressing 
their  charges  against  Paul  with  re¬ 
newed  vigor,  Festus  seemed  inclined 
to  return  Paul  to  Jerusalem  for 
trial.  Knowing  that  such  a  trial 
would  be  a  mockery,  Paul  again 
claimed  his  Roman  citizenship  and 
appealed  to  Ceasor  at  Rome. 

A  few  days  later,  Agrippa  II,  the 
last  of  the  Herods  (fortunately) 
came  to  Caesarea  to  pay  his  respects 
to  the  governor.  Herod  Agrippa  II 
was  the  great  grandson  of  Herod 
the  Great  who  ruled  when  Jesus 
was  born  and  ordered  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  so  many  babies  in  an  effort 
to  kill  Jesus.  He  was  the  grandson 
of  the  Herod  who  ruled  while  Jesus 
went  about  his  ministry  in  Palestine. 
It  was  he  who  ordered  John  the 
JBaptist  beheaded  in  order  to  pay 
a  silly  vow.  He  was  the  son  of  Herod 
Agrippa  I  who  is  credited  with  being 
the  first  ruler  to  persecute  the 
Christian  Church.  Agrippa  II  was 
no  better  than  his  forebears. 

Paul  Gives  His  Witness  Before 
Agrippa 

Festus  reviewed  Paul’s  case  for 
Agrippa  who  asked  to  hear  Paul 
for  himself.  It  was  before  such  a 
tribunal  that  Paul  must  plead  his 
case.  This  he  did  in  the  most  amaz¬ 
ing,  thrilling,  dramatic  manner  ol 
any  pronouncement  of  his  ministry. 
This  speech  was  a  literary  master¬ 
piece  of  oratory,  argument  and  log¬ 
ic.  For  years,  in  our  schools,  this 
speech  has  been  accepted  as  a  mod¬ 
el  oration  for  students  of  literature 
and  debate. 

Here  in  this  striking,  impressive 
defense  of  his  ministry,  as  on  some 
other  occasions  when  he  was  in 
trouble,  Paul  took  his  stand  on  his 
own  knowledge  of  Christ  which  had 
come  through  a  definite,  personal 
experience.  Here  again  he  told  of 
his  conversion  experience  much  af¬ 
ter  the  same  fashion  he  had'  told 
that  experience  when  addressing 
the  mob  in  Jerusalem  bent  on  kill¬ 
ing  him.  There  is  nothing  else  that 
will  undergird  us  with  quite  so 
much  strength  in  times  of  religious 
crisis  as  the  inner  knowledge  that 
we  too  have  met  Christ  in  the  way 
and  know  through  personal  exper¬ 


ience  of  His  saving  grace  and  His 
power  to  sustain  us. 

Paul's  Religious  Experience 
Was  Up-To-Date 

In  this  defense  before  Agrippa, 
Paul  made  a  statement,  almost  in¬ 
cidentally,  which  really  accounts 
for  the  dynamic  power  that  always 
seemed  to  be  present  in  his  life.  He 
has  just  said  to  the  King,  “Having 
therefore  obtained  help  of  God,  I 
CONTINUE  UNTO  THIS  DAY  WIT¬ 
NESSING.”  When  Agrippa,  in  jest 
or  in  earnest  said,  “Almost  thou 
persuadest  me  to  be  a  Christian” 
Paul  added  these  words,  “I  would 
to  God  that  not  only  thou,  but  also 
all  that  hear  me  this  day  were  both 
almost  and  altogether  such  as  I 
AM,  except  these  bonds.”  Paul’s  re¬ 
ligion  had  carried  with  him  through 
the  years  and  was  just  as  vital  and 
as  real  as  he  stood  before  Agrippa 
as  it  was  immediately  after  he  had 
met  Christ  on  the  way  to  Damascus. 

It  is  of  great  value  to  us  also  to 
know  that  we  have  had  a  genuine 
religious  experience  at  the  time  of 
our  conversion.  However,  a  relig¬ 
ious  experience  of  earlier  years  is 
worthless  to  us  today  unless  we 
have  kept  that  experience  vitally 
alive  until  the  present.  A  spiritual 
cleansing  years  ago  is  worth  no 
more  to  us  now  than  a  physical 
bath  we  had  in  years  long  gone.  We 
must  have  had  repeated  spiritual 
cleansings  as  well  as  repeated  phy¬ 
sical  cleansings  across  the  days  and 
years  if  we  are  to  be  spiritually  and 
physically  clean  today.  Some  talk 
of  how  happy  they  were  when  they 
first  became  Christian;  some  talk 
of  how  much  they  loved  God  in  the 
early  days  of  their  Christian  exper¬ 
ience.  Suppose  a  man  talks  of  how 
happy  he  was  when  he  was  first 
married  or  how  much  he  loved  his 
wife  when  they  were  first  married. 
If  that  is  as  far  as  he  can  go  on 
that  subject,  he  had  better  say  noth¬ 
ing  about  it.  Such  talk  might  easily 
lead  to  the  divorce  court.  In  reli¬ 
gion,  as  in  marriage,  our  testimon¬ 
ies  regarding  happiness  and  love 
must  be  brought  down  to  date  or 
they  lose  their  meaning  and  effec¬ 
tiveness. 

Witnessing  Was  Basic  In  The 
Early  Church 

Paul  called  his  defense  before 
Agrippa  witnessing.  In  the  early 
church  the  giving  of  a  persistent, 
consistent  Christian  witness  was  a 
basic  principle  of  Christian  living. 
The  church  today  talks  much  about 
preaching  and  teaching.  The  early 
church  talked  much  about  witness¬ 
ing.  It  was  Jesus,  just  before  His 
ascension,  speaking  His  last  words 
to  the  apostles  who  said,  “Ye  shall 
be  my  witnesses  .  .  in  Jerusalem, 

.  .  In  Judia  .  .  in  Samaria  and  un¬ 
to  the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth.” 
It  was  Ananias  who  said  to  Paul 
soon  after  his  conversion  experi¬ 
ence,  “Thou  shalt  be  his  witness 
unto  all  men.”  Paul  says  that  Jesus 
said  to  him,  at  the  time  of  his  con¬ 
version,  “I  have  appeared  unto 
thee  ...  to  make  thee  a  minister 
and  a  witness.  When  the  apostles 
were  selecting  someone  to  take  the 
place  of  Jesus  as  one  of  the  twelve 
they  said  it  was  in  order  that  “He 
might  be  a  witness  with  us  of  the 
resurrection.” 

The  early  Christian  church  grew 
like  fire  in  dry  stubble  because  the 
message  these  pioneer  Christians 
carried  was  simply  a  witness  o  f 
something  they  knew  about  per¬ 
sonally  and  believed  in  so  strongly 
that  no  power  of  earth,  fire,  sword 
or  darkest  dungeon,  could  shake 
their  testimony. 


How  Are  We  To  Be  Witnesses? 

There  have  been  times  when 
some  felt  that  about  the  only  way 
they  could  witness  for  Christ  was 
to  stand  up  in  a  religious  service  of 
some  character  and  give  a  testi¬ 
mony.  That  is  one  way  to  witness 
and  much  good  has  come  of  it. 
However,  that  is  about  the  easiest 
way  we  could  choose  ^o  witness  for 
Christ  since  in  such  a  situation  all 
of  our  surroundings  are  congenial 
and  very  sympathetic. 

Christian  testimony  increases  in 
effectiveness  in  about  the  same 
proportion  of  its  cost  to  us.  We  real¬ 
ly  witness  through  sacrificial  serv¬ 
ice.  We  witness  when  our  financial 
support  of  the  church  means  per¬ 
sonal  sacrifice.  We  are  real  witnes¬ 
ses,  when,  in  the  face  of  outspoken 
opposition,  we  firmly,  courageous¬ 
ly  declare  our  faith  in  God  and  in 
the  triumph  of  righteousness. 

Paul  True  To  His  Vision 

Paul  made  many  statements  that 
were  like  windows  through  which 
we  can  look  into  the  inner  charac¬ 
ter  and  soul  of  the  man.  He  said, 
“I  am  ready,”  “I  am  debtor,”  “This 
one  thing  I  do,”  “For  me  to  live  is 
Christ.”  In  his  defense  before  Ag¬ 
rippa  he  made  another  statement 
which  is  quite  revealing.  There  he 
said,  after  telling  his  conversion  ex¬ 
perience,  “I  was  not  disobedient 
unto  the  heavenly  vision.”  He  was 
saying,  in  effect,  that  this  experi¬ 
ence  had  brought  to  him  new  per¬ 
spectives,  new  purposes,  new  ob¬ 
jectives,  a  new  source  of  power,  a 
new  vision  of  life  which  had  con¬ 
trolled  and  motivated  his  life  to 
that  day. 

Visions  such  as  Paul  had  follow 
a  pattern.  Moses  saw  God  in  the 
burning  bush.  He  saw  himself  and 
his  own  unworthiness  as  he  had 
never  done  before.  He  saw  his  field 
of  service  to  which  he  gave  him¬ 
self  to  the  end  of  the  way.  First 
God,  then  self,  then  service.  Isaiah 
first  saw  God,  then  his  own  sinful¬ 
ness  and  then  the  field  of  service. 
S'o  it  was  with  Paul.  He  first  saw 
Christ,  he  realized  how  wrong  he 
was  and  then  he  offered  hipiself 
for  service.  So  it  is  with  all  of  us. 
We  must  first  have  a  vision  of  God 
with  all  such  a  vision  can  mean. 
We  must  see  our  own  weakness, 
our  unworthiness  and  dependence 
on  God  and  then  we  have  our  vis¬ 
ion  of  service. 

The  Tragedy  of  A  Lost  Vision 

1  It  was  Nebuchadnezzar  who 
dreamed  a  dream  and  wanted  an 
interpretation  of  it.  When  asked  to 
tell  the  dream  he  answered,  “The 
thing  is  gone"  from  me.”  He  lost  his 
vision.  It  is  sad  when  one  has  no 
vision  because  he  has  not  tried  to 
see.  Some  have  hazy  visions  that 
never  fully  materialize.  Some  have 
a  god-given  vision  which  they  fol¬ 
low  the  while  and  gradually  lose 
it  out  of  their  lives. 

Such  experiences  are  not  con¬ 
fined  just  to  the  average  church 
member.  This  experience  has  come 
to  some  who  for  years  were  leading 
lights  in  the  kingdom.  They  have 
allowed  that  vision  to  grow  dim. 
It  has  happened  more  than  once  to 
ministers  while  they  regularly  fill 
their  pulpits.  Some  one  described 
it  ✓by  saying,  “Some  preachers 
preach  because  they  have  some¬ 
thing  to  say.  Some  preach  because 
they  have  to  say  something.” 

All  of  us  have  visions  if  we  are 
normal  individuals.  About  the  on¬ 
ly  unanswered  question  about  vis¬ 
ions  is,  what  we  do  about  them. 
We  must  use  them  or  lose  them, 
follow  them  or  fail  them. 
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Conv  <ies  103rd 
Session 


Morning  and  Evening  Services 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superin- 
j  tendent  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
delivered  sermons  as  the  conference 
Preacher  to  large  congregations  on 
Wednesday  through  Saturday  even- 
ijngs.  Bishop  Martin  had  charge  of 
the  devotional  services  each  morn¬ 
ing  and  delivered  the  conference 
I  sermon  on  Sunday  morning  before 
J  announcing  the  appointments. 

Commemorated 

Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule  delivered  the 
commemoration  sermon  on  Wednes- 
ay  Corning  at  the  opening  session 
den  ministers,  ministers  wives, 
nd  widows  who  had  died  during 
e  past  year  were  honored.  Com¬ 
memorated  were  Rev.  J.  L.  Dedman, 
®v-  C.  M.  Thompson,  Sparkman, 
p  Gold,  Washington,  Rev. 

p  r.  Miller,  DeQueen,  Mrs.  R.  H. 

®nnT0n’  Pine  Bluff,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Leon- 
a5  ^^tle  Pock,  Mrs.  A.  O.  Evans, 
f^kadelphia,  Mrs.  Willie  Ester 

Princeton>  Mrs-  s-  L-  Dur" 
^’McNeil  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Thomp- 
Dp  ’  aDas.  The  names  of  two  lay 
coSnS’  Mrs-  Fred  Gantt,  wife  of 
TevaunCe  treasur-er  Fred  Gantt, 
and  N.  P.  O'Neal,  Hope, 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


Arkansas  Ranks 
Sixth  In  Methodists 


Methodist  Layman  of  Louisiana 
For  the  Year 


Per  1000 


Changes  in  the  district  superin¬ 
tendency  of  three  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  districts  were  announced 
by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the 
closing  session  of  the  five  day  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  Hot 
Springs  at  noon  last  Sunday.  Named 
to  the  Little  Rock  District  was  Dr. 
Arthur  Terry,  who  was  succeeded 
on  the  Pine  Bluff  District  by  Dr. 
E.  Clifton  Rule.  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Moore,  pastor  for  the  past  five  years 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Cam¬ 
den,  succeeded  Dr.  Rule  as  head  of 
the  Hope  District.  Dr.  Francis  A. 
Buddin,  who  had  completed  a  six 
year  term  on  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  appointed  to  First  Church, 
Camden. 

Another  appointment  of  unusual 
interest  was  the  assignment  of  the 
[Rev.  James  E.  Major  as  executive 
!  secretary  of  the  Little  Rock  Con- 
1  ference  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission,.  a~new  position  created  with 
the  adoption  of  the  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Commission  report  on  Friday 
afternoon.  Rev.  Mr.  Major,  a  former 
member  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  has  been  serving  since  1953 
as  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Heber  Springs,  and  was 
transferred  from  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  to  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  to  the  new  post.  Another 
Conference  member.  Rev.  John  Has- 
sler,  was  named  to  the  Conference 
Board  of  Education  staff  as  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Youth  with  of¬ 
fices  in  Little  Rock.  Rev.  Mr.  Hassler 
has  been  serving  as  Christian  Edu- 
cation  Director  of  First  Church, 

;  Magnolia. 


Arkansas  Methodism  showed  a 
slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
Methodists  per  1000  of  population 
in  the  state  during  the  period  1950- 
55,  according  to  a  study  by  the 
Rev.  Edwin  Schell,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  of  such  statistics  through¬ 
out  the  nation,  the  results  of  which 
have  just  been  released  by  Metho¬ 
dist  Information,  the  news  agency 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  In  1950, 
Arkansas  had  101.1  Methodists  per 
1000  of  population,  and  in  1955  there 
were  104.6  Methodists  per  1000  of 
population,  according  to  the  study. 

Louisiana  showed  a  slight  de¬ 
crease  by  comparison.  A  study  of 
the  1950  figures  show  that  Louisiana 
had  45.7  Methodists  for  each  1000 
of  population  and  in  1955  the  rate 
was  44.4  per  1000.  \  ' 

The  study  reports  that  there  are 
187,511  Methodists  in  Arkansas  and 
130,298  in  Louisiana.  (These  figures 
apparently  include  the  Central  Jur¬ 


isdiction  for  they  exceed  somewhat 
the  report  by  conferences,  especially 
(Continued  on  page  9 ) 


Concerning  the  Annual  Conference 

By  J.  B.  Stewart 


J.  N.  Fomby  of  Alexandria  is 
shown  above  presenting  the  award 
“Methodist  Layman  o  f  Louisiana” 
for  the  year  to  C. '  O.  Holland  of 
Minden.  Robert  P.  Lay,  lay  leader 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  looks 


on. 


A  Methodist  annual  conference  is  a  great  affair  in  the  life  of  every 
pastor.  Such  conferences  are  now  being  held  all  over  the  country. 
While  some  of  the  preachers  and  their  families,  as  they  approach 
conference  time,  can  pretty  safely  predict  that  they  are  a  “fixed  quanti¬ 
ty”  for  another  year,  others  are  “up  in  the  air”  as  to  whether  they  will 
go  or  stay.  When  the  appointments  are  read  and  the  conference  stands 
and  sings  the  rallying  war  song,  some  will  sing  it  with  zest  and  enthusi¬ 
asm,  while  others  will  feebly  join  in  with  a  spirit  of  mournful  resignation 
to  something  that  couldn’t  well  be  helped. 

But  whether  we  go  or  whether  we  stay,  it  is  another  opportunity  for 
service  in  the  Master’s  kingdom;  it  is  another  opportunity  to  help  in  the 
extension  of  God’s  kingdom,  and  for  winning  souls  for  Christ.  Any  sin¬ 
cere  pastor  whose  heart  is  in  the  work,  will  gladly  go  where  there  is  work 
to  be  done,  where  there  are  people  to  be  served,  and  there  give  himself 
unstintedly  to  the  holy  task  of  winning  men  and  women  for  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God,  whether  the  going  be  rough,  or  smooth. 

Bishop  Cushman,  in  his  little  book,  “Dealing  Square  with  God”  gives 
what  might  have  been  a  letter  written  by  Paul,  in  answer  to  his  “Mace¬ 
donian  Call”: 


Mr.  Holland  was  nominated  for 
the  award  by  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities  for  “outstanding  work  in 
lay  activities.”  The  nomination  was 
unanimously  approved  by  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Annual  Conference  in  ses¬ 
sion  last  week. 


Former  Chaplain 
Heads  Commission 


"Dear  Sir  And  Brother: 

.  Du0lfbt'.euss  you  recall  thet  invitation  you  extended  to  me  to  come  over  into  Macedonia 
and  help  the  people  of  that  section.  You  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  am  a  bit 
surprised  you  should  expect  a  man  of  my  standing  in  the  church,  to  seriously  consider 
a  call  on  such  meager  information.  J 

There  are  a  number  of  things  I  would  like  to  learn,  before  giving  you  my  decision 
and  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  drop  me  a  line,  addressing  me  at  Troas  ’ 

First  of  all  I  would  like  to  know  if  Macedonia 'is  a  circuit  or  a  station  This  is 
important,  as  I  have  been  told  that  once  a  man  begins  on  a  circuit  it  is  we'l  niah 
impossible  to  secure  employment  in  station  work.  If  Macedonia  embraces  more  thin 

y!urPcI?l  3  P  ’  "*y  38  y°U  frankly>  that  1  cannot  think  of  accepting 

There  is  another  important  item  that  was  overlooked  in  your  brief  and 
sudden  invitation.  No  mention  was  made  of  the  salary  I  should  receive  Whi^  *  * 
true  I  am  not  preaching  for  money,  yet  there  are  certain  things  that  need  to  be  taken 
into  account.  I  have  been  through  a  long  and  expensive  course  of  training-  in  fact 

mSyS^daW;.th-Pard0nable  Pnde’  '  3m  3  Sanhedri"  man-the  on^ne'V'the 

That  day  is  past  when  you  may  expect  a  man  to  rush  into  a  new  field  withm.t  * _ _ 

idea  of  the  support  he  is  to  receive.  I  have  worked  mv  wav  .in  tn  1  Vo.h  „  ■  me 

the  Asiatic  field,  and  to  take  a  drop  and  lose  my  grac^would  be  a  serUrns^  matter" 
Nor  can  I  afford  to  swap  "dollar  for  dollar”  as  the  it  er'°“®  matter- 
apostles  Kindly  get  the  good  Macedonian  brethren’  together  and  fee3  what  ^ou3  can 
do  in  the  way  of  salary.  You  have  told  me  nothing  about  Macedonia  hevnnd 
implication  that  the  place  needs  help.  What  are  the  social  advantan«°?n  +uy0nu  th? 
well  organized?  I  recently  had  a  fine  offer  to  return  Damascus  It  an 
salary,  and  am  told  that  I  made  a  very  favorable  impression  on  First  rmfrA®  °! 
Jerusalem.  If  it  will  help  with  the  board  at  Macedonia,  you  might  mention*  . 

And  some  of  the  brethren  in  Judea  have  been  heard  to  say  that  If  S  keep  on  chmbinn- 
fn  a  few  years  I  may  have  anything  in  the  gift  of  the  church  For  reclmienSTtSi?’ 
write  to  the  Rev.  Simon  Peter,  D.D.,  Jerusalem.  Let  me  say  further  that  Tam  a  f  hit’ 
class  mixer,  and  especially  strong  on  argumentative  preaching.  If  |  accent  th.  f',n‘ 
I  must  stipulate  for  two  months-  vacation  and  the  privilege  of  tak  nn 

lecture  tour.  My  lecture  on  “Over  the  Wall  in  a  Basket”!^  worth  "So  drachmM 
any  man’s  money.”  “  °  aracnmas  of 

Sincerely  yours, 

PAUL  OF  TARSUS. 


Washington,  D.  C„  (MI)  —  The 
Rev.  John  R.  McLaughlin  has  been 
elected  general  secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Chaplains  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Commission  has  its  headquar¬ 
ters  in  the  Methodist  Building  here 
at  100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.E. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  received  his  of¬ 
ficial  appointment  from  Bishop 
Frederick  B.  Newell  today  at 
Bloomington,  N.  J.,  at  the  annual 
session  of  the  Newark  Conference 
of  which  he  is  a  member. 

For  the  past  year  Dr.  McLaugh¬ 
lin  has  been  an  associate  secretary 
of  the  Commission.  He  was  elected 
to  his  new  position  at  an  organiza¬ 
tion  meeting  of  the  newly  named 
Commission  on  Chaplains  held  at 
Minneapolis  during  the  recent  quad¬ 
rennial  General  Conference.  At  that 
time  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of 
Washington  was  re-elected  president 
of  the  Commission. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  was  a  chaplain 
during  World  War  II  in  the  U.S.A.- 
•AF.  Trained  for  the  ministry  in 
Drew  University,  Madison,  N.  J. 
where  he  earned  the  B.D.  and  M.a! 
degrees,  he  served  a  church  in 
Staten  Island,  then  Summit  Avenue 
Church  in  Jersey  City,  1935-40  and 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


THE 

LIVING 

WORD 

By  LUTHER  A.  WEIGLE 

Chairman  Standard  Bible  Committee, 

National  Council,  The  Churches  of 

Christ  in  the  United  States  of  America 

No.  21 

“ALLEGE”  AND 
“ADVERTISE” 

To  “allege”  now  means  merely  to 
assert,  but  in  the  sixteenth  century 
it  meant  to  adduce  evidence,  hence 
to  cite  or  quote  authorities.  That  is 
what  it  means  in  Acts  17.3,  where 
we  are  told  by  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion  that  for  three  weeks  Paul  “rea¬ 
soned  with  them  out  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  opening  and  alleging  that 
Christ  must  needs  have  suffered 
and  risen  again  from  the  dead.”  Yet 
Webster’s  New  International  Dic¬ 
tionary  cites  this  text  as  evidence 
that  “allege”  means  “to  assert  with¬ 
out  proof,  but  with  the  implication 
of  readiness  or  ability  to  prove.” 
Does  the  writer  imagine  that  Paul 
spent  three  weeks  brandishing  the 
Scriptures,  implying  that  he  could 
prove  what  he  was  asserting,  but 
failing  actually  to  cite  or  quote  any 
evidence?  That  our  best  dictionary 
could  go  so  far  astray  is  just  an 
additional  bit  of  evidence  that  the 
archaic  language  of  the  King  James 
Bible  easily  misleads  the  reader. 
The  Revised  Standard  Version 
translates  the  passage:  “They  came 
to  Thessalonica,  where  there  was  a 
synagogue  of  the  Jews.  And  Paul 
went  in,  as  was  his  custom,  and  for 
three  weeks  he  argued  with  them 
from  the  scriptures,  explaining  and 
proving  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  Christ  to  suffer  and  to  rise  from 
the  dead,  and  saying,  ‘This  Jesus, 
whom  I  proclaim  to  you,  is  the 
Christ.  ” 

The  word  “advertise”  appears 
twice  in  the  King  James  Version, 
Numbers  24.14  and  Ruth  4.4.  Its 
meaning  is  simply  to  tell  or  inform, 
without  any  of  its  twentieth-century 
connotation  of  wide  public  notice. 
When  Balaam  said,  “I  will  advertise 
thee  what  this  people  will  do  to  thy 
people,”  he  meant  “I  will  let  you 
know  .  .  .”  The  statement  of  Boaz 
to  the  kinsman  of  Ruth,  “I  thought 
to  advertise  thee,”  was  not  a  threat; 
what  he  said  was  simply,  “I  thought 
I  would  tell  you  of  it.” 

Russians  At  NCC 
Meeting 

Nine  Christian  leaders  from  So¬ 
viet  Russia  were  in  Toledo,  O., 
Wednesday,  June  6,  to  witness  the 
democratic  action  of  30  major  U.S. 
church  bodies  in  framing  policy  for 
their  work  together. 

The  Russian  visitors,  spiritual 
leaders  of  two  Protestant  and  two 
Eastern  Orthodox  communions  in 
the  U.S.S.R.,  were  guest  observers 
during  the  quarterly  business  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  General  Board  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  (June 
6-7).  _  ' 

Headed  by  Metropolitan  Nicolai, 
of  Moscow,  director  of  foreign  re¬ 
lations  for  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  the  visitors  looked  on  dur¬ 
ing  sessions  that  have  no  counter¬ 
part  in  their  own  country. 

Metropolitan  Nicolai  extended 
greetings  to  the  250-member  board 
in  full  session  Wednesday  afternoon 
on  behalf  of  an  estimated  50,000,000 
Christian  believers  affiilated  with 
the  Russian  churches  represented  by 
deputation  members. 


General  Sec’y  Camp 
Activities 

Commission  Named 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  D.  Ste¬ 
wart  Patterson  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
has  been  elected  the  first  General 
Secretary  of  the  Commission  on 
Camp  Activities  of  The  Methodist 
Church,  Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  Commission  chair¬ 
man,  has  announced. 

The  newly-created  office  opened 
here  in  The  Methodist  Building,  100 
Maryland  Avenue,  N.E.,  on  June  1 
when  Mr.  Patterson  assumed  his 
new  position.  The  Commission  on 
Camp  Activities,  while  dating  from 
World  War  I,  has  not  previously 
maintained  an  executive  or  head¬ 
quarters. 

Mr.  Patterson  begins  his  new 
work  following  thirteen  and  one- 
half  years  as  executive  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Commission  on  Chap¬ 
lains.  Under  his  direction  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Chaplains  grew  from 
an  unofficial  emergency  committee 
to  a  widely  recognized  official  com¬ 
mission  of  the  church.  More  than 
2,000  Methodist  ministers  were  en¬ 
dorsed  and  'served  as  Chaplains  in 
the  armed  forces,  Veterans  Admin¬ 
istration,  correctionala  institutions, 
hospitals  and  homes  during  his  ser¬ 
vice. 

In  defining  the  function  of  the 
Commission  on  Camp  Activities, 
Bishop  Garber  said,  “The  Commis¬ 
sion  is  endeavoring  through  church¬ 
es  located  near  military  camps  and 
similar  establishments  to  provide  a 
home  church  and  proper  social  con¬ 
tacts  for  our  Methodist  people  in 
military  service.” 

More  than  100  local  churches  cur¬ 
rently  receive  financial  grants,  from 
the  Commission  on  Camp  Activities, 
the  Bishop  stated.  This  assistance 
enables. them  to  give  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Methodists  in  the  nearby 
military  establishments. 

Mr.  Patterson  will  center  major 
attention  on  encouraging  Methodist 
churches  to  follow  up  their  youth 
in  uniform.  “It  is  our  expectation 
that  during  the  new  quadrennium 
local  churches  and  their  members 
in  military  service  will  establish 
and  maintain  closer  contacts  than 
ever  before,”  Bishop  Garber  said. 

The  Commission  is  now  cooperat¬ 
ing  with  other  agencies  in  preparing 
suggestions  for  closer  cooperation 
between  churches  and  army  life. 
The  work  is  supported  by  the  “Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Suffering  and  Service” 
offerings  given  on  Communion  Sun¬ 
days  in  Methodist  churches. 


Literary  Experts' To 
Africa 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (NC)  —  The  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  announ¬ 
ced  here  recently  it  will  send  a 
crack  team  of  five  literacy  experts 
into  Tanganyika,  East  Africa,  this 
summer  to  conduct  an  intensive 
three-months  literacy  and  literature 
campaign. 

Dr.  Floyd  Shaklock,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  organization’s  literacy 
and  Christian  literature  program, 
said  emphasis  will  be  on  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  self-perpetuating  native 
leadership  training  programs,  rath¬ 
er  than  on  the  direct  training  of 
large  numbers  of  people,  as  has  been 
the  method  in  the  past. 

He  said  the  new  program  repre¬ 
sents  a  major  change  in  strategy  in 
the  U.S.  churches  cooperative  world¬ 
wide  program  to  teach  illiterate* 
their  ABC’s. 


Colombian  Persecution  Continuing 
According  to  Reports 


“An  alarming  increase  in  religious  persecution”  of  Protestants  in  Col-' 
ombia  has  been  reported  from  that  South  American  country. 

The  Committee  on  Latin  American  Cooperation  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  said  last  week  it  has  learned  from  “reliable  sources”  that 
thirty  Protestant  churches  were  closed  and  seven  Protestant  ministers 
jailed  by  the  government  during  the  month  of  April. 

It  said  ten  churches  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  were  shut  down  in 
the  Department  of  Norte  de  Santander,  seven  of  the  Interamerican  church 
in  the  Department  of  Bolivar,  two  Baptist  churches  in  the  Amazonas  De¬ 
partment  and  two  Lutheran  churches  in  the  Department  of  Boyaca. 

An  order  issued  by  the  Colombian  government  last  fall  forbids  the 
holding  of  Protestant  services,  both  private  and  public,  inside  or  outside 
of  church  buildings  in  the  “mission  territories,”  an  area  covering  close  to 
three-quarters  of  the  country.  The  only  form  of  religious  service  it  per¬ 
mits  in  these  areas  is  prayer  in  the  home  of  “a  foreign  Protestant.” 


American  Youth  On 
Goodwill  Projects 

New  York  (NC)  —  One  hundred 
and  forty  young  Americans  will 
forego  their  traditional  leisure-time 
vacations  at  home  this  summer  to 
work  on  goodwill  projects  overseas. 

They  wil  sail  from  New  York  and 
Montreal,  during  the  next  two 
months  to  spend  from  three  to  five 
weeks  digging  ditches,  painting 
houses,  and  laying  bricks  in  30 
Protestan  church-sponsored  work 
camps  in  22  countries  of  Europe, 
Asia  and  Latin  America. 

The  American  contingent  is  part 
of  a  group  of  approximately  1200 
young  people  from  some  40  coun¬ 
tries  who  will  participate  in  the 
annual  Ecumenical  Work  Camp  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  internationally  by 
the  Youth  Department  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  The  program 
in  the  U.S.  is  carried  out  with  the 
help  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

These  young  people  —  students, 
teachers,  ministers,  social  workers 
and  others,  ranging  in  age  from  19 
to  30  years  —  will  receive  no  sal¬ 
aries  for  their  labors.  They  must  pay 
both  for  their  transportation  abroad 
and  for  their  work  camp  lodging. 

The  Rev.  C.  Frederick  Stoerker, 
New  York,  director  of  the  U.S.  pro¬ 
gram,  described  it  as  “a  graphic 
demonstration  to  the  world  of  the 
concern  of  American  youth.” 


A  report  of  the  situation  is  given 
in  the  May  issue  of  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  News  Letter,  published  by  the 
National  Council  committee. 

The  Newsletter  says  Protestant 
medical  work  has  also  been  prohibi¬ 
ted,  especially  in  Choco  where  the 
mayor  of  Istmina  has  closed  a  dis¬ 
pensary  run  by  the  Mennonite 
Church. 

It  reports  attacks  on  many  church 
groups  have  been  excused  by  gov¬ 
ernment  authorities  on  the  grounds 
that  Colombian  Protestants  are  al¬ 
legedly  linked  to  international  Com¬ 
munism. 

“This  accusation  has  been  reiter¬ 
ated  recently  by  the  highest  govern¬ 
mental  and  ecclesiastical  authorities 
.  .  .  and  by  the  Catholic  clergy  from 
their  pulpits,  by  radio  and  in  their 
publications,”  the  Newsletter  says. 

It  quotes  the  Catholic  bishop  of 
Cali,  Dr.  Julio  Caicedo  in  a  pastoral 
letter  to  the  effect  that  “the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  Protestants,  Colombians 
as  well  as  foreigners  are  related  to 
Communism.” 

The  constitution  of  the  Latin 
American  Republic  specifically 
guarantees  “-the  liberty  of  con¬ 
science.  No  one  will  be  disturbed 
because  of  his  religious  opinions, 
nor  compelled  to  profess,  believe  or 
observe  practices  contrary  to  his 
conscience,”  it  states. 

In  the  last  eight  years  the  News¬ 
letter  reports,  46  church  buildings 
have  been  destroyed  by  fire  or 
dynamite;  75  Protestants  killed  be- 

( Continued  on  page  15) 
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TO  ALL  CHURCHMEN 

JOIN  US  AT  CLEVELAND  (AUDITORIUM) 
September  14-16/  1956 

and  bring  a  friend  to  attend  the  first 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
OF  CHRISTIAN  MEN 

sponsored  by  UNITED  CHURCH  MEN 

Theme -"You  Shall  Be  My  Witnesses” 

Acts  1-8  (RSV) 

I  HEAR  BILLY  GRAHAM 
CONGRESSMAN  WALTER  JUDD 

AND  OTHER  GREAT  LEADERS 

Enjoy  a  Spiritually  Stimulating  and  Profitable 
Week-End  with  Other  Christian  Men 

Registration  fee  only  $5.00 

Registration  and  reservation  forms  can  be  obtained  from  the 
local  Council  of  Churches  or  from  the  New  York  office  of 
United  Church  Men,  257  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


I 


Page  Two 


THE  LOUISIANA  METBODlS? 


Egyptian  Gov’t  Requires  Mission  Schools 
To  Teach  Islamic  Religion 


Cairo  (RN)  —  The  Ministry  of 
Education  sent  a  “solemn  warning” 
to  all  Protestant  and  Roman  Catho-; 
lie  missionary  schools  in  Egypt  to 
obey  a  new  law  requiring  them  to 
teach  the  Islamic  religion  to  their 


Dr.  Laubach  Preaches 
In  Indonesia 

Djakarta,  Indonesio  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Frank  C.  Laubach  of  New  York, 
internationally  known  missionary 
educator  and  pioneer  in  literacy 
training,  preached  at  historic  St. 
Paul’s  church  here  on  his  first  visit 
to  Indonesia  since  1951. 

Charts,  primers,  and  other  train¬ 
ing  aids  produced  by  Dr.  Laubach 
and  a  team  of  workers  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  (U.S.)  National 
Council  of  Churches’  committee  on 
world  literacy  and  Christian  liter¬ 
ature  during  the  1951  visit  have 
been  widely  used  since  then.  They 
are  given  major  credit  for  a  sharp 
rise  in  the  Indonesian  literacy  rate. 

The  percentage  of  the  Indonesian 
people  now  able  to  read  and  write 
is  estimated  at  from  25  to  50  as 
compared  to  about  5  or  6  per  cent 
at  the  time  the  Japanese  occupation 
ended  in  1945. 

Dr.  Laubach  and  a  young  assis¬ 
tant,  Richard  W.  Cortright  of  New 
York,  were  here  as  guests  of  the 
Indonesian  Ministry  of  Education 
which  is  currently  staging  a  literacy 
drive. 


Church  Leader  Named  Okinawa 
Representative  To  Japan 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  Rev. 
Yoshio  Higa,  moderator  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Church  of  Christ  of  Okinawa 
since  its  formation  six  years  ago, 
has  been  named  by  the  government 
of  the  Ryukyu  Island  as  its  repre¬ 
sentative  to  Japan. 

Officials  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions  here  said  Mr.  Higa  is 
the  first  representative  to  a  foreign 
nation  appointed  by  the  Ryukyu 
government. 

The  Ryukyus  are  governed  by  the 
United  States  under  a  U.N.  trustee¬ 
ship,  but  have  their  own  legislature 
and  governor.  Okinawa  is  the  larg¬ 
est  island  in  the  Ryukyu  group. 

The  Ryukyu  governor,  also  an 
Okinawan  and  a  Christian,  appoint¬ 
ed  Mr.  Higya  to  the  new  post.  The 
latter  will  be  succeeded  as  modera¬ 
tor  of  the  1,500-member  United 
Church  by  the  Rev.  Chosho  Nakaca- 
to. 

Mr.  Higa  studied  at  Drew  Semi¬ 
nary,  Madison,  N.  J.,  as  a  Methodist 
Crusade”  scholar. 


K  Of  C  Group  Commends 
^ney  Films 


Moslem  students,  or  face  confisca¬ 
tion. 

The  warning  was  headlined  here 
by  the  government  newspaper,  A1 
Gamhouriya,  which  also  published 
an  editorial  branding  Christian  mis¬ 
sionaries  as  “spearheads  of  imper¬ 
ialism  bent  on  exploitation,  domina¬ 
tion  and  slavery.” 

It  was  the  strongest  attack  ever 
made  by  a  government  organ 
against  the  mission  schools. 

Under  the  new  law,  which  be¬ 
comes  effective  next  year,  all 
schools  in  Egypt,  including  those 
run  by  the  Christian  missionaries, 
also  are  obliged  to  construct  mos¬ 
ques  on  their  premises  to  enable 
Moslem  students  to  perform  their 
prayers. 

In  addition,  the  schools  must  close 
on  Friday  which  is  the  Moslem  Sab¬ 
bath. 

The  Islamic  instruction,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  law,  must  be  given  in 
Arabic  so  that  the  government  may 
exercise  better  control  over  the 
courses. 

A  spokesman  for  the  education 
ministry  said  that  some  schools  had 
tried  to  “dodge  the  issue”  by  ask¬ 
ing  parents  to  have  their  children 
taught  the  Moslem  religion  at  home 
'  by  a  sheikh. 

Other  schools,  the  spokesman 
said,  had  threatened  not  to  accept 
Moslem  students  next  year  in  order 
to  avoid  clashing  with  the  new  law. 

Both  cases  are  “unacceptable,” 
the  spokesman  declared.  He  said 
that  in  either  case  defiance  of  the 
new  law  would  mean  confiscation 
of  the  offending  schools. 


Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Voice,  one  of  America’s  oldest  re¬ 
ligious  temperance  journals,  ceased 
publication  here.  Its  final  editorial 
criticized  the  Methodist  General 
Conference  of  The  Methodist  Church 
for  ordering  the  suspension  of  the 
42-year-old  magazine. 

Published  monthly  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Temperance  since  the 
pre-Prohibition  era,  The  Voice  had 
a  circulation  of  65,000. 

The  editorial,  entitled  “Methodist 
Laryngitis,”  complained  that  “an 
ill-timed  motion  for  the  previous 
question”  shut  off  all  debate  on  the 
resolution  terminating  the  magazine 
before  its  editors  had  a  chance  to 
make  a  defense  of  its  contributions 
and  policies. 

Questions  left  unanswered  by  the 
suspension,  the  editors  said,  are: 

“How  do  we  alert  Methodism 
quickly  when  issues  come  before 


Churches  Contributed 
$46  Million  For  Relief 
Last  Year 

Les  Rasses,  Switzerland  (RNS) 
—  Protestant,  Angelican  and  Or¬ 
thodox  Churches  over  the  world 
contributed  $46,000,000  in  cash, 
food,  medicines  and  other  sup¬ 
plies  last  year  for  relief  purposes, 
it  was  estimated  here. 

Dr.  Leslie  E.  Cooke  made  the 
report  to  150  delegates  attending 
the  annual  consultation  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Di¬ 
vision  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and 
Service  to  Refugees.  He  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  division. 

He  pointed  out  that  in  1950  the 
value  of  similar  contributions 
was  $10,000,000. 

“The  tremendous  rise  over  this 
short  five-year  period,”  Dr. 
Cooke  said,  “is  due  largely  to 
the  vast  increase  in  U.S.  surplus 
foods  made  available  for  distri¬ 
bution  overseas.” 

He  said  the  contribution  of  the 
Churches  involved  is  “dramatic 
proof  of  the  unalterable  develop¬ 
ment  and  expansion  of  ecumeni¬ 
cal  cooperation  expressing  itself 
in  awareness  of  Christian  con¬ 
cern  and  recognition  of  undeni¬ 
able  responsibility.” 

Special  aid  was  rendered  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  Dr.  Cooke  said,  in 
emergency  situations  such  as 
floods  in  India  and  Pakistan,  fa¬ 
mine  in  Vietnam,  earthquakes  in 
Greece  and  the  Philipines,  and 
damage  to  Orthodox  communi¬ 
ties  and  institutions  in  Turkey 
during  the  September  anti-Greek 
riots  ■Jhere. 


Congress  that  demand  attention? 
Where  do  churchmen  go  for  author¬ 
itative  articles  on  all  phases  of  the 
alcohol  problem?” 

As  a  partial  solution,  the  editors 
indicated  that  the  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  intends  to  increase  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  its  Clipsheet  which  for 
many  years  has  been  sent  to  news¬ 
paper  and  magazine  editors.  A  drive 
will  be  launched  for  paid  subscrip¬ 
tions  among  Methodist  ministers. 

Voice  editors  estimated  that  about 
one-fifth  of  its  circulation  went  to 
clergymen  and  temperance  leaders 
in  other  Protestant  denominations. 

During  the  Prohibition  period 
(1920-33)  the  Voice  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  influential  publica¬ 
tions  in  Washington.  Its  editorial  of¬ 
fices  directly  facing  the  Capitol  have 
long  been  a  center  of  the  fight  for 
national  temperance  legislation. 


Methodist  Temperance  Monthly 
Cease  Publication 


Dayton,  O.  (RNS)  —  The  Ohio 
*tate  Council  of  the  Knights  of 
rP/^rnbus  passed  a  resolution  at  its 
o'th  annual  convention  here  com¬ 
mending  Walt  Disney  and  the  Dis- 
ney  studios. 


The  resolution  said  Mr.  Disne; 
uas  been  releasing  and  producin' 
ovies  “which  have  consistent!; 
een  given  the  A  rating  by  the  Le 
Sion  of  Decency.” 

„t^en5y  J-  Kondraft  of  Cleveland 
state  deputy,  said: 

«oll  other  movie  producers  woul< 
ow  the  same  pattern  in  produc 
w,:.g0°d  decent  movies  like  thos< 
EaniLt?y  Walt  Disney  and  his  or 
wool,?  ^e.  same  companie 
d  also  merit  such  awards  an< 
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Social  Security  Effect  On  Ministers  Lauded 


Philadelphia  (RNS)  —  Commis¬ 
sioners  to  the  168th  General  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.A.  were  told  here  that  re¬ 
vised  Social  Security  provisions 
have  raised  ministerial  salaries  and 
at  the  same  time  “slowed  down  the 
number  of  pulpits  which  would  have 


honors.” 

The  council  also  resolved  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  citizens  of  the  state  “not  to 
patronize  those  business  establish¬ 
ments  open  on  Sunday  for  unnec¬ 
essary  or  non-essential  items.” 


otherwise  become  vacant.” 

Another  effect  of  the  Social  Se¬ 
curity  law  has  been  that  of  raising 
salaries.  Since  the  top  benefit  can 
only  be  obtained  if  a  salary  of  $4,200 
is  involved,  the  tendency  to  provide 
the  maximum  benefits  to  our  mini¬ 
sters  has  been  noticed.” 


Religious  Leaders  Invited  To 
White  House  Conference 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  has  invited  Protes¬ 
tant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
leaders  to  a  White  House  meeting 


Norwegian  Parliament 
App  roves  Full  Clergy 
Rights  for  Women 

Oslo  (RNS)  —  The  lower  chamber 
(Odelsting)  of  the  Norwegian  par¬ 
liament  passed  a  bill  to  give  women 
“full  and  unrestricted  rights”  to 
serve  as  pastors  in  the  State  Luth¬ 
eran  Church.  The  vote  was  80  to 
20. 

The  bill  amends  a  1938  law  by 
deleting  a  special  clause  which  gave 
the  government  the  right  to  appoint 
women  as  pastors  but  permitted 
congregations  to  reject  such  ap¬ 
pointees.  Under  the  amendment, 
congregations  will  no  longer  have 
this  veto  power. 

A  major  argument  advanced  in 
favor  of  the  bill  during  debate  was 
that  the  1938  law  has  prevented 
Norway  from  ratifying  the  United 
Nations  Convention  on  Human 
Rights  which  stipulates  equal  rights 
for  men  and  women. 

Opponents  argued  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  would  violate  freedom  of  con¬ 
science  by  forcing  some  congrega¬ 
tions  to  accept  women  pastors 
against  their  wishes. 


Warns  Clergy  Against 
Treating  Mental  Illness 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  Clergy¬ 
men  were  warned  here  against  at¬ 
tempting  to  cure  mental  illness. 

The  warning  was  sounded  by  Dr. 
R.  Lofton  Hudson,  Kansas  City  pas¬ 
tor,  author  and  columnist  in  an 
address  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Pastors’  Conference. 

He  said  clergymen  could  help  vic¬ 
tims  of  mental  distress  most  by 
steering  them  in  the  direction  of 
aid  from  other  sources. 

Dr.  Hudson  said  the  question  of 
how  clergymen  should  deal  with 
mental  illness  was  significant  be¬ 
cause  “40  per  cent  of  the  mentally 
ill  turn  to  a  minister  first" for  help.” 

“Ministers  are  not  doctors,  es¬ 
pecially  they  are  not  psychiatrists,” 
he  safd.  “And  for  the  pastor  to  try 
to  take  over  the  work  of  a  psychia¬ 
trist  is  sometimes  futile  and  may  be 
dangerous. 

“The  pastor’s  greatest  opportunity 
is  in  evaluating  the  nature  of  the 
troubles  that  people  have  and  steer¬ 
ing  them  in  the  direction  of  help 
from  other  sources.” 


Oklahoma  Methodists  Approve 
Evangelism  Program 

Tulsa,  Okla.  (RNS)_  —  A  half¬ 
million  dollar  capital-giving  pro¬ 
gram  and  a  “Tell  Oklahoma  About 
Christ”  evangelistic  effort  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Oklahoma  Methodist 
Conference  at  its  annual  convention 
here. 

The  evangelistic  campaign  calls 
for  a  statewide  church  census  this 
fall;  a  statewide  “Day  of  Evangel¬ 
ism”  in  November;  a  Lenten  season 
“Week  of  Evangelism,”  preaching 
missions  and  prayer  vigils. 

The  capital-giving  program  will 
benefit  the  Methodist  Home  for  the 
Aged,  planned  for  early  construc¬ 
tion  in  Tulsa;  Methodist  Student 
Center  buildings  at  Oklahoma  A&M 
College,  Stillwater  and  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oklahoma,  Norman;  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  centers  at  other  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  over  the  state; 
and  Oklahoma  youth  camps  and 
assemblies. 


June  12  that  will  study  ways  <of 
turning  every  American  traveler 
abroad  into  a  goodwill  ambassador. 
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Editorial 


Who  Was  Really  RSo  CJ Blame ? 

RECENTLY,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  two  boys,  condemned  to 
die  the  next  day  for  murder,  declared  the  night  before  their 
execution  that  the  lack  of  religious  training  was  a  principal 
cause  of  the  utter  failure  of  their  lives. 

They  confessed  their  crime  and  made  no  protest  against  the 
punishment  the  state  was  soon  to  mete  out  to  them.  However,  this 
they  did  say:  “We  wish  to  say,  in  partial  excuse  for  ourselves,  that 
we  did  not  have  a  fair  chance  in  life.  Coming  from  broken  homes, 
we  grew  up  in  neglect.  In  youth  we  were  denied  parental  care, 
affection  and  guidance.  Religious  training  would  have  pointed  us 
in  the  right  direction,  but  we  were  not  taken  to  Sunday  school  or 
to  church  services.” 

When  children,  who  have  not  received  the  proper  training  in 
their  homes  and  have  not  seen  a  proper  example  in  the  lives  of 
th’eir  parents,  pay  the  high  price  for  the  crimes  they  have  commit¬ 
ted,  who  is  to  blame?  The  courts  of  the  land  convict  the  child.  In 
the  high  courts  of  heaven  the  parents  will  be  charged  with  being 
“assessors  before  the  fact”  and  even  “accessors  to  the  fact,”  if  by 
wilful  neglect  they  have  contributed  to  the  delinquency  of  their 
child. 

25  years  Of  Service 

This  week  marks  the  completion  o  f  twenty-five  conference 
years  of  service  by  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Conway,  as  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  Board  of 
Education,  a  piece  of  work  to  which  he  has  given  himself  com¬ 
pletely  and  tirelessly.  Inquiry  reveals  that  Dr.  Brumley  has  served 
as  an  annual  conference  executive  secretary  longer  than  any  other 
minister  in  the  history  of  Methodism,  a  distinction  which  is  of  no 
small  significance. 

Committed  completely  to  his  task,  aggressive  in  his  program, 
and  valued  highly  for  the  quality  of  his  work,  Dr.  Brumley  long 
since  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  conference  mem¬ 
bers  and  local  church  leaders  for  his  leadership  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education.  Dr.  Brumley’s  counsel  and  leadership  is^valued 
beyond  the  borders  of  his  own  conference  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  during  the  past  three  quadrenniums, 
and  in  South  Central  Jurisdictional  activities. 

We  salute  Dr.  Brumley  for  this  quarter  of  a  century  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  and  for  the  valuable  contribution  he  has  made 
to  the  cause  of  Christian  education  and  leadership  training  in  North 
Arkansas. 


<■  TOP  BRASS  Chas.  A.  Wells 


Just  the  other  day  we  had  the  following  brief  release  from 
Religious  News  Service  under  the  caption,  “Jewish  Chaplains  to 
Hold  Retreat  in  Hitler’s  Luxury  Home.”  The  release,  with  a  Wash¬ 
ington  date  line,  read  as  follows:  “Adolf  Hitler’s  former  luxury 
home  at  Berchtesgarden  in  the  Bavarian  Alps  will  be  the  site  of 
a  five-day  religious  retreat  for  Jewish  chaplains  of  the  United 
States  Army,  beginning  June  18.” 

This  meeting  of  Jewish  chaplains  for  a  religious  retreat  in 
Hitler’s  former  garden  palace  in  the  Bavarian  Alps  smacks  of  the 
irony  of  fate.  If  some  one  had  told  Hitler,  in  tlje  hey-day  of  his 
power-mad  strut  across  the  stage  of  Jiistory,  that  some  day  the 
Jews,  whom  he  was  trying  so  hard-to  exterminate,  would  meet  for 
religious  retreat  in  the  very  palace  where  he  spent  so  much  time 
planning  their  destruction,  he  would  likely  have  laughed  out  loud, 
if  he  was  capable  of  laughing. 

Hitler’s  persecution  of  the  Jews  but  hastened  the  day  when, 
for  the  first  time  in  nineteen  hundred  years,  they  were  to  have  a 
nation  of  their  own  in  Palestine.  “God  moves  in  mysterious  ways 
His  wonders  to  perform.” 


history  Repeats  Itself  ''With  Irony 

IN  1924,  in  one  of  the  darkest  hours  of  World  War  II,  the  writer 
was  casting  about  for  something  to  say  which  might  bring  a 
little  comfort  and  courage  to  our  readers.  For  the  lack  of  any¬ 
th;  no  encouraging  in  the  trend  of  world  affairs  to  write  about  at 
the  tirSS  we  4ote  an  editorial  under  the  caption,  “The  Indestruc¬ 
tible  Jew.”  ,  ... 

In  that  article  we  said,  in  part;  “Up  to  the  present  day,  with¬ 
out  attempting  to  assign  the  reason,  the  fact  remains  that  every 
individual  or  tribe  or  nation  or  empire  that  has  set  itself  to  destroy 
the  Jews  has  itself  been  destroyed  while  the  Jews  have  survived. 
The  editorial  then  enumerated  numerous  instances,  in  different  per¬ 
iods  of  history,  when  forces  that  set  about  to  exterminate  the  Jews, 
without  avail,  were  themselves  destroyed.  We  wrote  the  editorial 
because  Hitler  was  at  the  time  engaged  in  a  brutal  effort  to  destroy 

We  closed  the  editorial  with  the  following  statement:  If  Herr 
Hitler  and  the  Nazi  party  survive  their  efforts  to  destroy  the  Jews, 
history  will  have  reversed  itself  and  we  will  have  something  new 
under  the  sun.  It  is  more  likely  that  history  will  repeat  itself  and 
again  those  who  would  destroy  the  Jews  will  themselves  suffer 
destruction.”  History  has  already  recorded  two  decades  ago  how 
completely  Hitler,  and  the  forces  with  which  he  would  enslave  the 

world,  were  destroyed.  > 


£krea  ‘fflas  ‘Uwo  New  Tositims  Qreated 

THE  North  Arkansas  Conference,  since  the  late  thirties  has  had 
one  of  its  conference  members  doing  full  time  work  in  Town 
and  Country  work,  and  during  this  period  has  done  pioneer¬ 
ing,  creative  and  constructive  work  in  this  field.  Its  value  has  been 

proven  again  and  again.  .  ,,  ,  . 

At  the  Louisiana  and  Little  Rock  Conference  sessions  the  last 
two  weeks  similiar  positions  have  been  created  in  the  programs 
of  these  conferences  and  conference  members  assigned  full  time 
responsibility.  Rev.  Karl  Tooke  was  named  by  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  as  Director  of  Stewardship,  with  his  responsibility  being 
s  chiefly  with  the  smaller  churches  of  that  state.  His  office  will  be 
located  in  Alexandria.  Rev.  James  E.  Major  was  elected  last  week 
as  executive  secretary  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Town  and 
Country  Commission  and  on  Sunday  Bishop  Martin  appointed 
him  to  that  work.  His  office  will  be  in  Little  Rock.  t 

Methodism  has  a  responsibility  to  the  rural  areas  which  will 
be  met  in  a  larger  way  with  the  addition  of  these  two  men  to  con¬ 
ference  staffs.  Committed  and  consecrated,  these  men,  as  has 
been  true  of  executive  secretaries  in  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  will  help  to  meet  a  real  need  which  church  leaders  have 
long  recognized.  The  Little  Rock  Conference  decision  to  strengthen 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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Life  Qlorified 

By  Mrs.  P.  M.  Williams 


HE  desire  to  live  is  normal,  and  the  desire  for 
eternal  life  is  but  the  extension  of  the  wish  to 
live  tomorrow  and  has  been  ih  the  heart  of  man 
from  the  beginning  of  time.  The  foundation  of 
the  Christian  religion  is  life  everlasting  as  shown  in 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  which  we  affirm  every 
time  we  repeat  the  Apostle’s  Creed  in  our  worship 
service  and  it  is  but  natural  to  ask  what  is  everlasting 
life. 

One  day  I  planted  a  little  brown  bulb, 

All  shriveled  and  shrunk  and  quiet  it  lay 
Hidden  in  earth  where  rain  and  storm, 

Claimed  my  little  brown  bulb  in  decay. 

Another  day  I  looked  for  a  sign, 

Of  life  or  leaf  of  the  bulb  lying  there, 

When  to  my  surprise  there  bloomed  for  me, 

A  beautiful  lily  white  and  fair. 

Thus  each  year  we  see  the  symbol  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  in  the  lily,  living  anew,  wafting  its  perfume  in 
the  breeze,  glorifying  the  brown  shriveled  bulb  hidden 
in  the  earth,  so  beautiful  that  Jesus  said,  “Solomon  in 
all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these,”  where¬ 
fore  if  God  so  clothes  these  “angels  of  the  grass”  how 
much  more  shall  he  clothe  you.  Yes,  if  God  so  fashions 
the  silken  garment  of  the  lily  from  the  dull  decaying 
bulb  how  beautiful  must  be  the  resurrection  garment 
with  which  we  shall  be  clothed,  as  our  bodies  shall  be 
glorified  as  it  pleaseth  Him. 

We  can  only  think  of  our  Lord  in  terms  of  beauty, 
“giving  beauty  ft>r  ashes,”  “The  bright  and  morning 
Star,”  “The  one  altogether  lovely,”  “The  Lily  of  the 
Valley,”  and  the  garment  of  righteousness  should  be  in 
keeping  with  that  place,  which  St.  John  says,  whose 
streets  are  like  pure  gold,  whose  walls  look  bejewelled 
with  gates  like  pearl,  all  electrified  by  the  presence 
of  our  Lord. 

So  let  us  not  grieve  for  loved  ones  gone  remember¬ 
ing  only  their  faded  or  broken  bodies  but  rather  let  us 
dwell  upon  them  as  glorified  by  the  hand  that  changes 
a  shriveled  bulb  into  a  thing  of  beauty,  touched  by 
the  divine  spark  of  eternal  life,  which  flames  into  a 
clear  consciousness  and  continued  activity  in  pod’s 
household,  even  one  of  the  family  of  God. 

How  easy  for  us  to  feel  that  all  life  is  ended  when 
the  thing  we  call  death  claims  our  friends  and  loved 
ones  and  how  little  do  we  exercise  our  faith  in  the 
promise  of  the  resurrection  because  a  veil  hides  from 
our  view  the  changes  being  wrought  in  the  body  we 
put  away. 

Or  are  we  afraid?  Have  we  the  confidence  shown 
in  a  group  of  Chinese  awaiting  the  end  midst  bursting 
bombs,  when  one  said  to  the  missionary,  “Are  you 
afraid?”  The  missionary  said,  “No,  I  am  a  Christian,” 
the  Chinese  woman  said,  “We  too  are  Christians  and 
are  not  afraid.” 

“When  some  beloved  voice  that  was  tovou, 

Both  sound  of  sweetness,  faileth  suddenly, 

And  silende  against  which  you  dare  not  cry, 

Aches  rdund  you  like  a  strong  disease 
What  hope,  what  help?  What  music  will  undo 

That  silence  to  your  sense?  Not  friendship’s  sigh. 
Not  reason’s  count,  not  melody  of  viols, 

Not  song  of  poet,  nor  yet  the  spheric  laws, 

Nay,  none  of  these,  only  Christ  can  fill  this  pause.” 

In  God’s  world  of  nature  we  see  the  continuing 
progress  in  its  ever  fascinating  stages.  Dry  seeds  be¬ 
come  waving  harvests,  small  acorns  grow  into  mighty 
oaks,  decaying  bulbs  burst  into  delicate  perfume  laden 
blossoms  and  crawling  caterpillars  take  wing  and  fly 
from  flower  to  flower. 

Is  not  God’s  world  of  human  life  infinitely  of  more 
value  than  any  of  these,  and  should  not  one  of  life’s 


delights  be  to  look  forward  to  what  shall  be? 

Is  a  3000  year  old  tree  of  more  value  to  its  creator 
than  the  soul  of  one  who  writes  a  song,  paints  a  picture 
or  builds  a  cathedral?  And  shall  we  pass  this  way  as 
stupidly  as  a  caterpillar  crawling  across  a  wilted  cab¬ 
bage  leaf  with  no  thought  of  its  future  wings  or  with  >■ 
no  thought  of  ours  why  this  beautiful  world  was  made 
with  its  gorgeous  sunsets,  tinted  apple  blossoms  and 
sparkling  diamonds,  with  the  promise  of  even  a  better 
world. 

Because  we  are  a  part  of  God,  emanating  from 
God,  a  living  thing  that  will  never  die  he  has  given 
us  this  world  of  beauty  here  and  the  home  eternal  in 
the  heavens. 

A  man  tells  of  a  beaten  pathway  where  30,000 
men  tramp  day  and  night  in  a  steel  factory,  the  four 
elements  of  that  beaten  path  being  clay,  sand,  soot  and 
water,  which  God  by  the  laws  of  the  universe  is  able 
to  change:  the  clay  into  a  sapphire,  the  sand  into  an 
opal,  the  soot  or  carbon  into  a  diamond  and  the  dirty 
moisture  into  a  dewdrop  that  outshines  all  these  when 
hung  on  a  rpse  petal  and  sparkles  when  the  light  of 
the  morning  sun  shines  upon  it.  How?  We  do  not  know 
and  neither  does  a  lapidary  know  how  but  knows  that 
God  does.  Let  us  live  in  the  hope  and  sure  confidence 
that  if  this  body  falls  into  a  grave  that  the  God  who 
can  make  jewels  out  of  mud  can  raise  this  body  and 
make  it  look  like  the  glorious  body  of  his  Son  as  noted 
in  Phil:  3-20.  “We  look  for  the  Savior  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  who  shall  change  our  vile  body  that  it  may  be 
fashioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body.” 

As  darkness  reveals  the  beauty  of  the  night  so 
death  reveals  unknown  beauties  of  the  beyond  which 
life  obscures  and  sometimes  obliterates. 

If  we  live  again  we  shall  also  know  and  love  and 
serve  and  carry  with  us  the  glory  and  honor  of  this 
life.  1 

“God  does  not  mean,  tho  heavens  be  fair, 

To  change  the  spirits  entering  there 
That  they  forget.” 

Does  not  Browning  make  Del  Sarto  to  say; 

“In  heaven  perhaps  new  chances, 

One  more  chance, 

Four  great  walls  in  the  new  Jerusalem 
Meted  on  each  side  by  the  angel’s  reed, 

For  Leonardo,  Raphael,.Angelo  and  me  to  cover  (paint)” 

Can  we  be  happy  when  we  see  graying  hair, 
wrinkling  skin,  failing  eyes  and  tottering  form  of  the 
body  that  clothes  the  soul,  and  which  we  love  so  well? 
Yes,  we  weep  when  we  fold  away  the  precious  gar¬ 
ments,  worn  by  age  or  broken  by  accident  or  disease. 
But  this  life  can  be  so  disappointing,  so  sad,  so  full  of 
sorrow  that  we  cannot  put  from  view,  and  death  can 
be  glorious,  so  comforting  in  its  end  of  mental  anguish 
and  physical  pain,  in  its  release  from  bonds  of  afflic¬ 
tion  and  the  things  that  cage  the  soul  from  the  liberty 
which  God  would  have  it  enjoy. 

The  plan  of  praise  of  the  Easter  morn  proclaims  the 
resurrection,  and  Jesus  said;  “I  go  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you  that  where  I  am  ye  may  be,”  “Death  where  is 
thy  sting?”  The  sting  of  death  is  sin.  The  victory  of  the 
grave  is  Christ  Jesus. 

“There  is  no  death.  What  seems  so  is  transition, 

This  life  of  mortal  death 

Is  but  a  suburb  of  the  Life  Elysian 

Whose  portal  we  call  Death.” 

v 

Human  life  glorified  in  heavenly  radiance  is  no 
greater  mystery  than  plant  life  glorified  in  fruitage  and 
flower  from  dry  seeds,  brown  bulbs  and  bare  trees 
whose  brilliant  blossoms  and  luscious  fruitage  may 


BROADCASTER 

J.  Daniel  Barron 


Were  this  piece  a  900-page  novel, 
I’d  call  it  The  Man  with  His  Hat 
and  Briefcase  in  Hand  on  His  Way 
in  a  Hurry  to  Catch  a  Plane. 

But  being  The  Broadcaster,  I’ll 
call  it  Mr.  Zip. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Roosting  High  club  is  half-way 
through  its  luncheon  meeting.  Mr. 
Zip  appears  with  his  hat  and  brief¬ 
case  in  hand.  He  says  (by  infer¬ 
ence)  that  he  is  sorry  he  cannot  at¬ 
tend  the  inconsequential  meeting, 
for  he  has  to  catch  a  1:15  plane  for 
New  York. 

Exits  Mr.  Zip. 

Silence  falls  upon  the  (implied) 
dining  dullards. 

“Upon  what  meat  doth  this  our 
Caesar  feed,  that  he  is  grown  so 
great?”  one  asks  himself. 

Little  Man  Shod  in  Big  Man’s 
Shoes  is  the  tart  title  of  another’s 
thoughts. 

Says  another,  “Vanity  of  vanities 
— all  is  vanity.” 

And  all  the  seeing  world  will 
laugh  or  cry,  according  to  its  mind 
and  mood. 

The  drama  warns  one  part  against 
the  illusions  of  human  grandeur. 

The  other  part  will  laugh  in  de¬ 
rision — or  sympathy. 

Mr.  Zip,  with  hat  and  briefcase 
in  hand,  in  a  hurry  to  catch  the 
1:15  plane  for  New  York,  is  every - 
man. 

If  the  1:15  goes  down  in  a  mortal 
‘  crash,  the  sun  will  set  at  7:25  p.  m. 
and  rise  at  5:22  a.  m.  The  area  will 
be  partly  cloudy  and  warm,  with 
widely  scattered  late  afternoon  and 
evening  thundershowers. 

And  there  will  be  laughter  .  .  . 
weddings  .  .  .  ball  games  .  .  .  shows 
.  .'..-business  .  .  . 


become  extinct  in  a  season  or  a 
century.  But  when  God  breathed 
the  life  into  man  he  became  immor¬ 
tal,  to  live  forever,  here  in  the  small 
way  of  humanity,  there  glorified  by 
the  power  of  Him  who  said,  “I  am 
the  resurrection  and  the  life.” 

A  noted  Jurist  said  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  is  the  best  attested  fact 
‘in  history  and  though  our  Bible  may 
be  classed  with  other  Bibles,  ours 
is  the  only  one  that  gives  us  a 
risen  living  Savior  with  the  hope 
of  eternal  life.  What  is  our  philos¬ 
ophy  of  death?  Obliteration  or  ces¬ 
sation  of  life?  What  of  eternal  life? 
When  does  it  begin?  Here  and  now? 
What  do  we  expect?  Fellowship 
with  God,  peace  and  joy? 

Every  birthday  of  Lenin  the  great 
Communist  Russian  leader,  great 
crowds  view  his  dead  body  and  pay 
homage  but  we  pay  homage  to  a 
living  Leader  who  also  promises  us 
life  everlasting. 

When  my  mother’s  body  lay  like 
a  crumpled  leaf  I  turned  to  see  a 
butterfly  in  its  beautiful  garment  of 
color  and  by  it  lay  the  gray  un¬ 
lovely  empty  cocoon.  I  thought  if 
God  so  beautifully  dressed  a  butter¬ 
fly  after  its  transition  what  might  I 
expect  of  her  immortal  robe. 

While  awaiting  an  incoming  ship 
on  Ellis  Island  I  met  a  young  Italian, 
well  dressed  as  a  business  man,  to 
meet  his  father  coming  from  Italia. 
Later  with  shining  face  and  exuber¬ 
ant  joy  he  said,  “See,  me  father,” 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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A  Life  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

CLINCHING  OUR  CONVICTIONS 

When  we  make  a  decision  and  reach  a  conviction,  we  should  do  some¬ 
thing  about  it.  When  we  clinch  our  convictions  with  action,  we  strengthen 
our  ideals  into  standards. 

j  there  is  quite  a  difference  between  an  ideal  and  a 
standard.  An  ideal  is  something  we  aspire  toward;  a 
standard  is  something  we  hold  ourselves  to.  We  have 
lots  of  lofty  ideals  today.  In  fact,  we  have  higher  ideals 
than  our  grandfathers  about  many  things,  such  as  world 
peace  and  industrial  justice.  But  we  need  to  strengthen 
these  ideals  into  standards  of  action. 

When  a  person  of  high  standards  and  decisive 
action  appears  in  our  midst,  we  feel  his  strength.  He 
disposes  men  to  follow  him.  It  is  men  of  decision  who, 
when  a  fire  is  raging,  can  calm  the  crowd  and  prevent 
panic.  It  is  men  of  decisive  action  who  bring  order  into 
a  demoralized  community  and  rally  the  forces  of 

It  was  said  of  William  Pitt  that  he  formed  his  plans  with  such 
promptitude  and  executed  them  with  such  vigor  that  no  man  ever  spent 
five  minutes  with  him  in  conference  without  leaving  a  braver  man  than 
when  he  entered. 

Our  moral  foundations  are  undermined  by  deferring  decisions  and 
leaving  our  convictions  unclinched  by  action.  How  pointedly  Matthew’s 
gospel  puts  this  truth  when  it  reports  Jesus  closing  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  with  this  statement:  “Every  one  who.  hears  these  words  of  mine 
and  does  not  do  them  will  be  like  a  foolish  man  who  built  his  house  upon 
the  sand;  and  the  rain  fell  and  the  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew  and 
beat  against  that  "house  and  it  fell;  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it.”  In  con¬ 
trast,  the  man  who  hears  Christ’s  words  and  does  them  is  like  the  wise 
man  who  built  his  house  on  the  rock  and  it  stood. 

This  day  will  leave  each  one  of  us  either  weaker  or  stronger.  If  we 


hear  some  call  of  duty  and  do  nothing  about  it,  we  shall  weaken  the 
foundation  of  our  character.  If  we  hear  the  call  of  God  to  some  need  or 
service  and  take  even  one  step  toward  it,  we  shall  be  by  that  much  the 
stronger.  In  a  day  which  calls  for  positive  action  to  replace  so  much 
prevailing  negative  criticism,  let  us,  each  in  his  own  place,  clinch  our 
convictions  of  righteousness  by  some  decisive  deeds. 

Some  time  ago  I  had  trouble  going  to  sleep — this  does  not  often  happen. 
I  have  several  cures  for  such  occasions,  such  as  repeating  scripture  and 
quoting  poetry.  As  a  boy  I  learned  Longfellow’s  “The  Village  Blacksmith.” 
So  I  began  to  recite  it,  until  I  came  to  the  lines  about  the  old  smith’s  work: 

“Each  morning  sees  some  task  begun, 

Each  evening  sees  it  close; 

Something  attempted,  something  done, 

Has  earned  a  night’s  repose.” 

As  I  repeated  those  lines,  they  awakened  me  more  than  ever,  for  they 
set  me  to  thinking  about  the  tasks  I  had  begun  and  not  completed.  Both 
my  desk  and  my  conscience  were  far  from  clear! 

Perhaps  some  of  you  are  troubled  about  the  things  you  have  not 
finished.  Some  of  us  have  so  many  irons  in  the  fire  and  we  change  them 
so  often  that  only  the  handles  get  hot.  We  do  not  go  after  them  “hammer 
and  tongs”  like  the  village  blacksmith  and  weld  them  into  some  finished 
object. 

Maybe  we  lack  the  plodding  perseverance  and  unflagging  fortitude  to 
see  life  through.  Down  at  The  Hermitage  near  Nashville  where  Andrew 
Jackson  lived  is  a  letter  written  by  Andrew’s  mother  when  he  was  14.  That 
was  in  1781  and  his  mother  was  going  aboard  a  British  warship  at  Charles¬ 
ton  to  nurse  some  men  ill  of  a  fever. 

Fearing  she  might  not  return,  his  mother  wrote  to  her  son:  “Andrew, 
if  I  should  not  see  you  again,  I  wish  you  to  treasure'  up  and  remember 
some  things.  In  this  world  you  will  have  to  make  your  own  way.  To  do 
this,  you  must  have  friends.  You  can  make  friends  by  being  honest,  keep 
them  by  being  steadfast.” 

At  this  commencement  season  thousands  of  graduates  are  going  forth 
with  good  resolutions  and  glowing  ideals.  Clinch  them  quickly  by  doing 
something  about  them.  Then  stick  to  them  steadfastly  until  they  stick. 
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WHAT  WILL  JESUS  FIND? 

The  first  century  Christians  thought  Jesus 
would  return  very  soon.  Many  were  stopping  all 
other  activity  so  that  they  might  be  able  to  meet 
the  Master  in  a  proper  frame  of  mind.  After  a 
number  of  years  passed,  many  of  them  became 
impatient.  Some  even  began  to  scorn  the  whole 
idea,  and  returned  to  their  -heathen  worship. 
Jesus  knew  this  was  bound  to  happen,  so  as  he 
was  teaching  his  followers  how  to  pray  regularly 
(Luke  18:1-8)  he  ended  the  parable  with  a 
searching  question,  “When  the  Son  of  man 
comes,  will  He  find  faith  on  earth?” 

Our  first  answer  to  such  a  question  would 
be  quick  and  firm.  Of  course  he  would.  Don’t 
we  go  to  church  regularly?  Don’t  we  obey  the 
laws  of  society?  Aren’t  we  good  citizens?  Jesus 
will  find  all  these  things  when  He  comes.  Isn’t 
that  enough?  After  all,  we  don’t  need  to  go  over¬ 
board  on  this  religion  business  anyway.  But  we 
still  haven’t  answered  Jesus’  question.  Will  He 
find  faith  when  He  comes? 

Faith  in  God  isn’t  something  we  can  pick  up 
like  a  purchase  from  the  drug  store.  It  doesn’t 
come  over  us  like  a  sunrise,  without  any  work 
on  our  part.  It  is  an  experience  bought  with 
constant  prayer,  devotion,  humble  reliance  on 
God,  and  willingness  to  accept  His  will  in  our 
lives.  If  we  come  into  a  great  and  unexpected 
joy,  it  is  faith  that  will  help  us  to  realize  that 
our  own  strength  alone  did  not  bring  on  the  good 
fortune.  If  we  come  up  squarely  against  a  ter¬ 
rible  experience  with  no  warning,  we  find  very 
quickly  whether  or  not  we  have  the  faith  to  rely 
on  God  to  carry  us  through.  How,  then,  can  we 
acquire  this  very  valuable  quality  in  our  lives? 

It  would  be  absurd  to  expect  the  average 
young  child  to  know  much  about  the  multiplica¬ 
tion  table.  Even  a  grown  man  or  woman  who 
never  heard  of  it  Would  be  completely  blank  on 
the  subject.  Whoever  would  know  it  must  begin 
as  we  all  did,  and  slowly,  painfully  learn  each 
step  of  the  way.  It  is  just  as  absurd  to  expect  a 
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THE  TEN  COMMANDMENTS  AND 
SOCIAL  IMAGINATION 

Someone  has  suggested  that  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  laws  are  being  passed  each  year  in  the 
United  Spates  just  to  help  enforce  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments.  If  one  tries  to  obey  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments,  we  are  told,  there  will  be  no  need 
for  legislatures,  courts,  and  enforcement  officers. 

Unfortunately,  life  is  not  that  simple.  The 
principles  underlying  the  Ten  Commandments 
are  still  accepted  by  our  civilization;  but  their 
application  to  the  intricacies  of  modern  society 
needs  constant  and  changing  interpretation,  re¬ 
defining,  and  re-statement.  As  Sins  become  more 
and  more  complex  and  are  often  hidden  in  the 
changing  and  hurried  life  of  our  day,  we  need 
ever-alert  understanding  of  how  and  where  the 
Commandments  must  be  “spelled  out”  in  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  situations. 

Take  the  Commandment,  “Thou  shalt  not 
steal,”  for  example.  No  reputable  businessman, 
no  diplomat,  perhaps  not  even  a  professional 
pickpocket  would  stand  before  society  and  make 
much  of  a  case  for  the  principle  of  stealing.  Yet 
it  seems  necessary  to  pass  thousands  of  laws, 
applied  to  specific  situations,  to  keep  individual 
businessmen  and  great  business  corporations 
from  types  of  dealing  which  might  be  termed 
the  extension  or  refinement  of  the  art  of  steal¬ 
ing.  They  wouldn’t  put  a  hand  into  your  pocket: 
but  (without  law)  they  might  not  have  the  social 
imagination  to  see  stealing  in  false  advertising, 


person  of  any  age  to  know  or  understand  faith 
very  deeply,  unless  he  or  she  goes  through  a 
learning  process.  Faith  must  be  discussed  in  the 
home,  taught  in  the  Church  School,  preached 
from  the  pulpit,  and  finally,  nurtured  carefully 
by  the  individual  himself  in  his  own  life.  It  is 
then  that  the  Master  will  find  it  when  He  looks 
for  it.  Then,  too,  we  will  have  it  as  a  strong  rock 
of  protection  when  we  need  something  beyond 
our  own  weak  spirits,  in  order  to  meet  an 
experience  that  y/'e  cannot  understand. 


in  sub-standard  materials,  in  unfair  wages,  in 
cutthroat  competition,  in  false  weights,  in  black- 
market  deals,  in  price-wars,  in  monopoly,  in 
pressure  salesmanship.  Society  has  to  re-define 
“stealing”  in  the  light  of  today’s  conditions. 
Similarly  there  must  constantly  be  new  state¬ 
ments  of  areas  of  application  of  “covetousness” 
and  of  “bearing  false  witness”  for  those  who 
have  no  designs  upon  a  neighbor’s  wife,  or  the 
good  name  of  a  brother,  but  who  may  be  as 
scrupulous  when  it  comes  to  .the  belongings  of  a 
business  competitor  or  to.  the  shielding  of  one 
the  rabble  calls  “communist.” 

This  apparent  inability  of  many  “righteous” 
men  to  quickly  recognize  wrong  (or  evil,  or  sin) 
in  new  situations  leads  to  what  has  been  termed 
a  double  standard  of  morality— one  standard  for 
personal  conduct,  another  for  public  or  group 
conduct.  The  man  we  know  as  an  exemplary 
Christian  in  his  family  life  and  in  his  dealings 
with  men  in  his  immediate  community  can  some¬ 
times  be  found  lying,  cheating,  stealing,  deceiv¬ 
ing  others  in  his  wider  range  of  business  or  pro¬ 
fessional  conduct.  The  difference  we  sometimes 
make  between  a  politician  and  a  statesman  comes 
immediately  to  mind,  though  the  line  is  not  al¬ 
ways  sharp.  We  think  of  Gladstone  as  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  (his  letters  breathe  piety)  and 
of  Disraeli  as  an  exemplary  Jew.  Yet,  in  the 
light  of  history,  was  either  of  them  clinging  too 
closely  to  the  principles  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  as  they  hammered  together  the  British 
Empire  through  war,  the  seizure  of  lands  and 
peoples,  the  creation  of  the  colonial  system  of 
rule  and  exploitation?  How  many  of  the  present 
woes  of  England  are  traceable  to  the  sins  and 
the  lack  of  social  vision  and  social  concern  in 
that  earlier  period? 

The  British  novelist-commentator,  Joyce 
Cary,  in  a  recent  article  in  the  Saturday  Review, 
called  attention  to  the  dangers  of  the  “double 
standard  of  political  and  personal  morality”  in 
public  life,  especially  in  the  so-called  diplomatic 
service.  The  public  official’s  mistakes  may  de¬ 
stroy  a  nation,  and  his  integrity  may  benefit 
millions  of  people,  he  suggests.  And,  we  would 
add,  the  same,  to  some  degree,  can  be  said  of 
the  acts  and  decisions  of  men  in  all  walks  of 
life. 

“Lies  are  always  lies,  evil  is  always  evil,” 
says  Mr.  Cary.  “Public  and  private  morals  are 
governed  by  precisely  the  same  law.”  Basic  to 
public  life,  as  to  private  life,  are  the  principles 
of  the  Ten  Commandments  newly  translated  for 
new  situations. 
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Church  Camps 
Considered  For  Alaska 

Nashville,  Term.  —  Church 
camps,  one  of  the  fastest-growing 
programs  in  the  United  States,  are 
now  spreading  to  Alaska,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Methodist  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  headquarters. 

The  Methodist  board  is  sending  a 
staff  member,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Brown,  to  Alaska  to  confer  with 
leaders  about  the  establishment  of 
two  church-operated  camps  and  to 
direct  a  four-day  camping  seminar, 
June  9-12.  She  is  camp  consult¬ 
ant  in  the  board’s  Division  of  the 
Local  Church.  N _ 

“Many  persons  think  of  Alaska 
as  a  symbol  of  the  wide  open  spaces 
and  question  the  need  of  church 
camps,”  Miss  Brown  said,  “  but 
booming  cities  and  crowded  living 
conditions  underscore  the  need  for 
urban  churches  to  sponsor  camp¬ 
ing  programs.” 

The  two  camp  sites  under  con¬ 
sideration  are  near  Anchorage  and 
Juneau.-Work  will  start  this  sum¬ 
mer  on  the  Juneau  camp,  Miss 
Brown  said,  sponsored  by  the  A- 
laska  Methodist  Mission  and  the 
General  Board  of  Missions,  New 
York. 

There  are  182  Methodist  owned 
campsites  in  the  United  States. 
Last  year  the  church  sponsored 
more  than  650  camps  with  a  total 
attendance  exceeding  88,000  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adults. 


HOUSING  UNIT 
AT  CENTENARY- 

An  overflow  of  women  students 
has  necessitated  conversion  of  East 
Colonial  Hall  into  a  dormitory  for 
coeds  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus,  Shreveport. 

East  Colonial  Hall,  a  one-story 
frame  structure,  was  erected  dur¬ 
ing  the  1940-41  school  year  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  $2,500.  Orig¬ 
inally  intended  as  a  dormitory  for 
basketball  players,  i  t  later  was 
used  for  faculty  housing  and  was 
converted  into  four  apartments. 
During  the  past  few  years,  it  has 
been  only  partially  occupied. 

Last  year,  the/T.  L.  James  Me¬ 
morial  Dormitory  for  women  was 
filled  to  its  capacity  of  96  students, 
and  advance  reservations  for  the 
fall  semester  indicate  that  the  fern- 
mine  population  of  the  college  will 
be  even  larger  next  September 
than  it  was  during  the  1955-56 
school  year.  East  Colonial  Hall  will 
Provide  housing  for  an  additional 
to  to  20  co-eds. 

.  Dean  Leroy  Vogel  said  the  build- 
contains  13  -rooms  and  four 
aths,  including  two  containing 
Pltiple  showers.  Plans  call  for 
complete  redecoration  of  both  in- 
erior  and  exterior  as  well  as  for 
th  sn?a*l  studio-type  apartment  for 
e  housemother.  The  housemother 
s  not  yet  been  named. 
witu-e  W0I>k  will  get  under  way 
the  next  week  under  the 
ection  of  Carl  Wilkinson,  busi- 
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Almyra 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Almyra  Methodist 
Church  from  Sunday,  May  27, 
through  Sunday,  June  3,  with  53 
pupils  and  17  workers  enrolled. 
Four  workers  and  15  pupils  from 
the  Shiloh  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Hoe  Circuit  were  enrolled. 

Mrs.  Stuart  Gordon  and  Mrs.  Noel 
Guy  Bracewell  were  directors  of 
the  school.  Other  workers  were  Mrs. 
Allan  Hilliard,  Janet  Bracewell, 
Judy  Bennett,  Mrs.  Wayne  Lawson, 
Mrs.  Robert  Neukam,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Shook,  Mrs.  Mary  Findley,  Mrs. 
Tom  Hasty,  Mrs.  Charlie  Moss,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Bullock,  Mrs.  Henry  Neu¬ 
kam,  Dottie  Knoll,  Mrs.  Fern  Read, 
Mrs.  Tom  Hasty,  Allan  Hilliard, 
Mrs.  Albert  Kestner,  and  Mrs.  Law¬ 
rence  Bennett. 

The  Kindergarten  Class  made 
posters  on  being  Good  Neighbors 
and  a  scrapbook.  The  Primary  Class 
studied  Love  One  Another.  The 
Juniors  studied  Living  and  Working 
Together  as  Christians.  The  Inter¬ 
mediates  studied  Exploring  the 
Bible  With  Intermediates. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
school  were  in  charge  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  June  3  at  which  time 
they  gave  a  program,  showing  some 
of  the  work  they  had  done  in  the 
school. — Reporter  ^ 

Sherrill 

The  school  for  the  Sherrill  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  opened  on  May  20  and 
closed  on  May  27.  Mrs.  Chas.  H. 
Turk  was  director  of  the  school 
which  enrolled  children  between  4 
and  15  years  of  age. 

Workers  in  the  school  were  Mrs. 
Bob  Robinson,  Mrs.  Andrew  Quat- 
tlebaum,  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Turk,  Mrs. 
Guy  Rowland,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Allison, 
Mrs.  James  Ford,  Rev.  Darrell  Bone, 
Mrs.  Earl  Chadick  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Colclasure.  Music  was  taught  by 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Albright  and  devotions 
were  brought  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  W. 
T.  Bone.  Classes  were  held  for 
Kindergarten,  Primary,  Junior  and 
Intermediate. 

A  picnic  was  held  at  Oaklawn 
Park  on  Friday  evening  with  69 
present.  Closing  exercises  were  held 
on  Sunday  evening,  including  a  pro¬ 
gram  presented  by  the  children. 
Thirty-six  children  received  certif¬ 
icates  and  parents  and  friends  were 
invited  to  visit  each  department. — 
Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Turk 

Vantrease 

A  school  was  held  during  the 
week  of  May  27-June  2  with  an 
enrollment  of  136.  Workers  in  the 
school  were  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bolding,  Mrs. 
Edward  Ross,  Mrs.  Roscoe  Walker, 
Mrs.  James  Strother,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Hunter,  Mrs.  Wilfred  Reeder,  Mrs. 
O.  T.  Reeder,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Travis  Reed¬ 
er,  Mrs.  Joe  Ann  Harrison,  Mrs.  Joe 


ness  manager  and  supervisor  of 
buildings  and  grounds.  College 
crews  will  handle  the  conversion 
and  landscaping  of  the  structure, 
located  near  the  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  campus. 


Local  Church 
Committee  On 
Family  Life 

Pastors  and  church  school  work¬ 
ers  will  no  doubt  welcome  the  Leg¬ 
islation  on  the  Christian  family 
enacted  by  the  recent  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Of  especial  interest  is  the  para¬ 
graph  relating  to  the  local  church 
committee  on  Family  Life  that  will 
appear  in  the  1956  Discipline.  The 
paragraph  follows: 

“The  Commission  on  Education 
may  organize  a  Committee  on  Fam¬ 
ily  Life  composed  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons:  The  superintendents 
of  the  three  divisions  of  the  church 
school,  two  other  members  of  the 
Commission  on  Education,  one  rep¬ 
resentative  each  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  the 
Young  Adult  Fellowship,  Methodist 
Men,  and  the  Commission  on  Mem¬ 
bership  and  Evangelism,  and  others 
chosen  because  of  their  special 
skill  and  concern  for  the  Christian 
family.  It  shall  recommend  to  the 
Commission  on  Education  plans  for 
the  family  life  education  program 
in  the  local  church  and  assist  in 
carrying  out  the  recommendations 
contained  in  paragraph  2021.  This 
committee  shall  be  responsible  to 
the  Commission  on  Education  and 
shall  report  to  its  regular  meetings. 
In  the  small  church  one  person 
might  be  designated  by  the  commis¬ 
sion  as  director  of  the  family  life 
program  instead  o  f  appointing  a 
committee.” 

Other  legislation  provided  for 
the  annual  conference  committee 
on  Family  Life  and  the  General 
Conference  Family  Life  Commis¬ 
sion,  of  which  Bishop  Hazen  G. 
Werner  is  chairman. 


Burley,  Mrs.  James  Paschal,  Mrs. 
Gloria  Lieblong,  Mrs.  Charles 
Stewart,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Baggett,  Mrs. 
Charles  Blackwell,  Miss  Sarah  Ba¬ 
ker,  Miss  Sylvia  Morgan,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Hendricks,  Mrs.  Orville  Johnson, 
Miss  Mary  Joe  Hoiner,  Mrs.  Charles 
Hassin,  Mrs.  Perry  Bolding,  Mrs. 
James  Hall  and  Mrs.  Doyle  Franks. 

Mrs.  Estes  Reese  was  general 
superintendent  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chester  Davidson  were  on  the  re¬ 
freshment  committee. 

Three  films  were  shown,  “The 
Life  of  David  Livingston,”  “Five 
Talents”  and  “The  Golden  Rule.”— 
Reporter 

McGowen 

A  school  is  being  held  at  the  Mc¬ 
Gowen  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Jeanerette,  June  4  through  June  15. 

Classes  are  being  held  for  Begin¬ 
ners,  Primaries  and  Juniors. 

Members  of  the  staff  include: 
Mrs.  George  Cage,  superintendent, 
Mrs.  Charles  Cyr,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Feske, 
Miss  Delores  Steward,  Miss  Patsy 
May,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Robertson,  Miss 
Carol  George  and  Miss  Jerald 
Green. 


“The  thirty-eight  thousand  church 
school  superintendents  in  The 
Methodist  Church  going  into  action 
to  start  fiew  church  schools  could 
change  America  for  God,”  says  the 
Rev.  Walter  Towner. 

Mr.  Towner  is  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  General  Church  School 
Work,  General  Board  of  Education. 

The  organization  of  a  new  church 
school  is  really  a  special  type  of 
evangelistic  project,  he  says,  be¬ 
cause  the  primary  purpose  is  to 
reach  more  people  for  Christ  and 
the  church. 

Last  year  only  246  new  church 
schools  were  organized  in  the  entire 
church.  It  is  expected  that  during 
the  coming  year  the  establishment 
of  outpost  schools  will  be  stressed 
more  heavily. 

“Outposts  may  be  organized  by 
church  school  classes,  men’s  clubs 
‘  and  young  adult  fellowships,”  Mr! 
Towner  says.  “Young  adult  classes 
do  this  work  splendidly.” 

The  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work  is  eager  to 
help  church  school  superintendents 
and  sponsoring  groups  organize  new 
schools.  It  has  for  distribution  a 
free  leaflet,  Here’s  How  To  Start 
an  Outpost  Church  School  (8353- 
BJ.  The  leaflet  may  be  ordered 
from  the  Service  Department,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  P .  O . 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


OLDER  YOUTH  OR 
YOUNG  ADULT? 

“In  many  churches  the  line  sep¬ 
arating  older  youth  and  young 
adults  in  the  church  school  does  not 
serve  as  a  true  boundary,”  sa^s  a 
recent  leaflet  issued  jointly  by  the 
Youth  and  Adult  departments  of 
the  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  leaflet 
that  early  marriage  and  parent¬ 
hood,  leaving  home,  choice  of  a 
vocation,  competition  for  status  in 
voting  franchise,  self-support,  and 
the  cutting  of  parental  ties  are 
some  of  the  factors  that  may  make 
necessary  the  abandonment  of  a 
rigid  line  of  separation  in  the 
church  school  between  older  youth 
and  young  adults. 

“While  many  young  Methodists 
in  the  years  18-23  feel  more  youth 
than  adult,  no  external  standard 
can  be  universally  applied  to 
grouping  any  person,”  says  the 
leaflet. 

This  is  emphasized  by  some  of 
the  reasons  given  by  persons  on 
both  sides  of  the  line  as  to  why 
they  don’t  go  to  church  school.  For 
instance — “Sunday  school  is  for 
kids.  I  don’t  want  to  be  associated 
with  those  old  fogies.” 

The  Discipline  provides  for  a  so¬ 
lution  of  this  problem  of  the  classi¬ 
fication  of  older  youth  as  their  In¬ 
terests  reach  into  those  of  the 
young  adult  group  and  vice  versa— 
older-young  people  approaching 
adulthood  shall  be  grouped  either 
in  the  youth  division  or  the  adult 
division  on  the  basis  of  their  ma¬ 
turity,  interests,  needs,  and  social 
groupings  in  the  community.” 
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.LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE  CONCLUDES 

103  SESSION 

(Continued  from  page  1) 


Conference  Receives  Large  Class  On  Trial 


ADMITTED  ON  TRIAL:  Front  Row,  left  to  right:  John  Cammel 
English,  Fredrick  Marion  Holt,  Jr.,  Robert  Edwin  Langley,  Ernest  Ray  Nipper, 
and  Connie  Alton  Robins.  Back  row,  left  to  right:  Edward  Russell  Brown, 
Jr.,  Eugene  Norwood  Gilliam,  Edmund  Babler  Deane,  Doyne  Edridge  Graham, 
and  John  Overton  Alston. 


prominent  Methodist  layman  and 
benefactor,  were  added  to  the  list. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Montgomery,  Bradley, 
presided  at  the  commemoration  ser¬ 
vice  which  was  followed  by  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  Holy  Communion  under 
the  direction  of  Bishop  Martin,  the 
district  superintendents  and  the  host 
pastor.  Rev.  E.  D.  Galloway. 

Conference  Highlights 

The  conference  adopted  a  record 
budget  for  its  program  for  the  next 
four  years  which  amounted  to  a 
35%  increase  over  the  1952-56  bud¬ 
get.  The  conference  budget  together 
with  the  World  Service  appointment 
from  the  recent  General  Conference 
amounts  to  $204,924,  with  ^  50-50 
ratio  between  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences  being  re¬ 
tained. 

Through  its  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations  the  conference 
took  a  strong  stand  supporting  ef¬ 
forts  to  outlaw  pari-mutuel  betting 
in  Arkansas  through  the  adoption  of 
a  constitutional  amendment  which 
will  be  placed  before  the  voters  in 
the  November  election.  The  board 
also  pointed  out  its  belief  that  pro¬ 
gress  is  being  made  in  the  area  of 
race  relations  and  reminded  confer¬ 
ence  members  of  the  importance  of 
Methodists  following  a  course  of 
Christian  goodwill  during  this  per¬ 
iod  of  growth  and  adjustment. 

Another  high  point  of  interest  in 
the  conference  sessions  was  the  de¬ 
livering  of  the  prize-winning  speech- 
essay  by  Miss  Lynn  Hansen,  Little 
Rock,  in  a  contest  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Temperance. 
Miss  Hansen,  a  member  of  the 
Pulaski  Heights  Methodist  Church, 
won  out  in  a  conference-wide  con¬ 
test  with  representatives  from  four 
other  districts  at  the  Grand  Avenue 
Methodist  Church,  Hot  Springs,  on 
Thursday  afternoon.  Her  essay- 
speech  on  “Abstinence  is  the  An¬ 
swer”  was  delivered  to  the  confer- 
erffce  on  Friday  afternoon,  at  which 
time  she  was  presented  with  a  check 
for  $100.  Other  district  entrants  in¬ 
cluded  J.  R.  Scudder,  Pine  Bluff, 
second  place,  J.  C.  Gonnels,  Mag¬ 
nolia,  third  place,  Carl  Smith,  Og¬ 
den,  and  Carolyn  Wilson,  Monticello. 
The  second  place  winner  received  a 
$50  award  and  the  third  place  $25. 

Highlights  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  recommendations  adopted  by 
the  conference  included  greater 
financial  support  for  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  through  the  $1.00  per  member 
recommended  by  the  recent  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  and  a  stepped  up  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  conference  projected 
to  strengthen  work  among  students 
on  the  various  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sity  campus. 

The  conference  also  adopted  a 
measure  which  will  link  it  with  the 
State  Council  of  Churches  which  is 
now  being  organized  among  Protest¬ 
ant  denominations  in  Arkansas.  Var¬ 
ious  religious  bodies  are  now  con¬ 
sidering  membership  in  the  state 
council  and  are  making  financial 
commitments  to  its  program. 

The  Conference  board  of  evangel¬ 
ism  announced  its  program  for  the 
next  year  including  visitation  and 
preaching  evangelistic  campaigns  in 
the  Hope  and  Arkadelphia  Districts 
and  a  special  period  of  emphasis 
from  January  to  Easter  of  1957.  Rev. 
D.  Mouzon  Mann,  McGehee  was 
named  Conference  Secretary  of 
Evangelism,  succeeding  Dr.  J.  Ken¬ 
neth  Shamblin,  Little  Rock,  who 
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has  held  this  post  for  the  past  two 
years. 

The  Conference  also  heard  ex¬ 
planations  by  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton, 
Little  Rock,  of  legislation  enacted 
by  the  recent  General  Conference 
sessions  at  Minneapolis,  including 
constitutional  amendments  which 
will  be  voted  on  by  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  the  adoption  of  clergy 
rights  for  women,  and  the  General 
Conference  two-fold  program  em¬ 
phasis  on  higher  education  and  the 
local  church. 

The  conference  voted  to  continue 
the  1000  Club  program  which  has 
made  possible  the  beginning  or  re¬ 
locating  of  eight  churches  during 
the  past  quadrennium.  This  program 
which  continues  under  the  direction 
of  the  Conference’s  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee,  with  calls  being  made 
through  the  office  of  the  conference 
treasurer.  Advance  Committee 
leaders  pointed  out  that  there  is 
need  at  the  present  for  12  new 
churches  in  the  conference.  The 
Conference  also  took  action  adding 
a  new  standing  rule  to  the  confer¬ 
ences,  rule  which  will  make  possible 
the  inclusion  of  a  $600  expense  for 
pastors  on  which  connectionalTtems 
based  on  pastors’  salaries  would  not 
apply.  This  practice  has  been  fol¬ 
lowed  in  many  other  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  there  is  present  dis¬ 
ciplinary  provision  for  it.  (paragraph 
829,  1952) 

In  filling  other  conference  staff 
posts,  the  conference  named  Dr. 
Francis  A.  Buddin  as  Golden  Cross 
Director  and  Rev.  Bryan  Stephens 
as  Conference  Missionary  Secretary. 

Statistics 

Fred  Gantt,  Texarkana,  Confer¬ 
ence  Treasurer,  in  his  annual  report 
revealed  that  during  the  past  year 
local  churches  had  raisec^Ti  total  of 
$161,449  for  World  Service  and  Con¬ 
ference  Benevolences,  $39,008  for 
Advance  Specials,  $10,290  for  week 
of  Dedication,  $5,408  for  Church 
School  Rally  Day,  $ll,491-for  Min¬ 
isterial  Education,  and  that  his  of¬ 
fice  had  handled  a  total  of  $534,725 
during  the  past  year. 

Rev.  Louis  Averitt,  Fordyce,  con¬ 
ference  statistician,  reported  that 
during  the  year  1965-56  $1,250,460 
has  been  spent  for  new  buildings 
and  improvements,  $866,092  for  pas¬ 
tors’  salaries  with  a  grand  total  for 
all  purposes  of  $3,423,105,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $3,433.69.  An  increase  of 
23  church  schools  was  reported  for 
the  year.  The  present  valuation  of 
church  buildings  was  placed  at  $13, 
380,457,  an  increase  of  $1,675,294. 
Parsonage  valuations  were  placed 
at  $1,697,200,  an  increase  of  $166,875. 
There  are  now  188  pastoral  charges 
in  the  conference  according  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Averitt. 

Woman’s  Society  statistics  as  re¬ 
ported  by  the  District  Superinten¬ 
dents  in  their  report  included  209 
societies  with  12,412  members,  with 
a  total  amount  raised  of  $154,469. 

Other  items  of  interest  reported 
by  thb  District  Superintendents  in¬ 
clude  2,587  persons  received  by  bap¬ 
tism  and  vows  during  the  past  year, 
3.032  by  transfer,  with  the  total 
membership  now  placed  at  86,396. 
59,536  pupils  are  enrolled  in  the 
church  school  in  local  churches  with 
an  average  attendance  for  each  Sun¬ 
day  of  32,129.  Training  credit  issued 
t  hr  o  u  g  h  Leadership  Training 
Schools  totaled  2,425,  and  9,092 


children  were  enrolled  in  vacation 
Bible  schools. 

Retiring 

A  total  of  175  years  of  service  had 
been  recorded  by  the  five  members 
of  the  conference  who  took  the  re¬ 
tired  relation.  Those  retiring  and 
the  number  of  years  of  service  for 
each  included  Rev.  John  L.  Hoover, 
England,  48;  Rev.  Henry  A.  Stroup, 
Humphrey,  41;  Rev.  A.  W.  Hamilton, 
Blevins,  39;  Rev.  S.  W.  Mooty, 
Princeton,  29;  and  Rev.  W.  E.  West, 
Bearden,  18. 

Ministerial  Relations 

Other  changes  in  Ministerial  Re¬ 
lations  recorded  during  the  confer¬ 
ence  sessions  included: 

Received  on  Trial:  Eugene  Nor¬ 
wood  Qilliam,  Cabot;  Edward  Over- 
ton  Alston,  Mena;  Doyne  Eldridge, 
Graham,  Stamps;  Edward  Russell 
Brown,  Jr.,  Hot  Springs;  Robert 
Edwin  Langley,  Arkadelphia;  Fred¬ 
erick  Marion  Holt,  Jr.,  Dallas;  Er¬ 
nest  Ray  Nipper,  Camden;  John 
Cammel  English,  Little  Rock;  Con¬ 
nie  Alton  Robins,  Dalark;  and  Ed¬ 
mund  Babler  Deane,  Little  Rock. 

Admitted  Into  Full  Connection: 
Clint  David  Burleson,  Arkadelphia; 
Clyde  Napoleon  Swift,  Texarkana; 
Withers  McAlister  Moore,  U.S. 
Navy;  and  Gerald  Kemp  Fincher, 
Waldo. 

Elected  and  Ordained  Deacons: 

Dewitt  Harberson,  Center  Point; 
Charles  E.  Messer,  Dierks;  Doyne  E. 
Graham,  Stamps;  Curtis  E.  Monroe, 
Sheridan;  Carr  Dee  Racop,  Jr.,  Dal¬ 
las;  Palmer  Garner,  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity;  Benjamin  A. '“Russell,  Dallas; 
John  Robert  Ewbank,  Little  Rock; 
Gerald  Kenneth  Hilton,  Hot  Springs; 
William  Elliott,  Little  Rock;  Howard 
B.  Childs,  Little  Rock;  Billy  Bob 
Barger,  -Little  Rock;  James  Thomas 
Ford,  Holly  Springs;  Samuel  Tilden 
Hollowell,  Roland;  Kenneth  Goode, 
Salem,  and  Fred  Hutchinson  Arnold, 
Little  Rock. 

Elected  and  Ordained  Elders:  Car¬ 
los  Martin,  Dallas,  Clint  Burleson, 
Arkadelphia;  Harold  Fair,  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Horace  Milt6n  Grogran,  Pine 
Bluff;  Clyde  Swift,  Texarkana;  Er¬ 
nest  Edwin  Hays,  Fordyce;  Irl  Scott 
Lancaster,  Malvern;  Curtis  E.  Mon¬ 
roe,  Sheridan;  and  Gerald  Kemp 
Fincher,  Waldo. 


Appointments 

Sixty-three  of  the  conference’s 
199  appointments  will  have  new 
preachers  as  a  result  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  announced  by  Bishop  Martin. 
Sixty-eight  of  the  appointments  are 
filled  with  accepted  supply  pastors. 
No  changes  were  announced  in  con- 
nectional  appointments  except  those 
already  named  including  Rev.  Mr, 
Major  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hassler.  One 
exchange  of  transfers  with  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  was 
made,  transferring  Rev.  Horace 
Lewis,  Stuttgart,  to  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference  where  he  will  re¬ 
ceive  an  appointment  next  week, 
and  receiving  by  transfer  Rev.  Ver¬ 
non  Chalfant,  Harrison,  who  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis 
at  Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
Stuttgart. 

Special  Speakers 

Speakers  representing  various  in¬ 
terests  of  the  church  who  spoke  to 
the  conference  included  Dr.  Henry 
Bullock,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  editor  of 
Church  School  publications;  Dr.  \ 
Thomas  Carruth,  Nashville,  Tenn, 
staff  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Evangelism;  Dr.  Merriman  Cun- 
inggim,  Dean  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  Texas;  Dr.  Matt 
L.  Ellis,  president  of  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege,  Conway;  Dr.  E.  T.  Way  land, 
one  of  the  editors  of  Arkansas  Meth¬ 
odist,  and  Dr.  M.  Lafayette  Harris, 
president  of  Philander  Smith  Col¬ 
lege,  Little  Rock,  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns, 
Philadelphia,  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Missions,  Mrs.  J.  Russell 
Henderson,  Little  Rock,  president 
of  the  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
and  Roland  Shelton,  Little  Rock, 
Conference  Lay  Leader. 

Conference  Organization 

Rev.  J.  Ralph  Clayton,  Benton, 
was  named  conference  secretary  f°r 
the  quadrennium  1956-60,  succeed¬ 
ing  Rev.  Robert  B.  Moore,  Camden, 
who  has  served  for  12  years.  ReV' 
Louis  Averitt,  Fordyce,  was  elected 
Statistician  for  the  new  quadren¬ 
nium  and  Fred  Gantt  was  named 
conference  treasurer.  The  confer' 
ence  treasurer  will  move  his  offke 
to  Little  Rock  on  completion  0 
the  Methodist  Headquarters  Build' 
ing  now  under  construction.  Rolan 
Shelton,  Little  Rock,  was  rename 
Conference  Lay  Leader. 
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L  title  Rock  Conference 


arkadelphia  district 

T.  T.  McNeal,  District  Supt.,  2 
Amity— Robert  Orr,  2 
Arkadelphia  Ct. — W.  A.  Lea,  1 
Arkadelphia  Churches: 

First— J.  M.  Hamilton,  } 

St.  Andrews — Clint  Burleson,  2 
Bismark— Marvin  Wilkins,  2 
Dalark  Ct. — Connie  Robbins,  2 
Delight  Ct—  P.  D.  Alston,  1 
Friendship  Ct.— Robert  Irvin,  2 
Glenwood — J.  A.  Wade,  4 
Gurdon — James  A.  Simpson,  2 
Hot  Springs  Ct. — W.  M.  Crow,  1 
Hot  Springs  Churches: 

First— -E.  D.  Galloway,  3 

First,  Associate — John  B.  Hays,  2 

Grand  Avenue  -  Gardner — A.  J.  Christie, 

3 

Oaklawn— Clyde  T.  Parsons,  1 
Pullman  Heights — R.  A.  Teeter,  1 
Tigert  Memorial — Coleman  Akin,  1 
Malvern  Churches: 

First— Rufus  Sorrells,  3 
Keith  Memorial— J.  C.  Van  Horn,  1 
St.  Paul’s — Harold  K.  Davis,  2 
Morning  Star — John  Walker,  1 
Mt.  Ida— Phil  E.  Pierce,  2 
Murfreesboro — Omma  Daniels,  2 
Okolona  Ct.— W.  H.  Watson,  1 
Piney  Grove  -  Fountain  Lake  —  Russell 
Browh.  2  „  „  „ 

Oma  -  Point  Cedar— T.  B.  S. 

Princeton  Ct.— T.  B.  S. 

Rockport  Ct.— R.  S.  Beasley,  1 
Shorewood  Hills— Howard  Cox,  4 
Sparkman— George  Kerr,  1 
District  Director  of  Stewardship— C.  R. 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist— R. 
A  Teeter 

District  Director  of  Evangelism  —  A.  J. 

Christie  . 

District  Director  of  Temperance— Howard 
Cox 

District  Director  of  Television,  Radio,  and 
Film— E.  D.  Galloway 
District  Missionary  Secretary— Rufus  Sor- 
reiis 

District  Commissioner  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home — J.  H.  Lookadoo 
Student  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
— Roy  W.  Bevan 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
—Gerald  K.  Hilton 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
—Robert  Langley 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT 
W.  Neill  Hart,  District  Supt.,  2 
Bearden— Gerald  K.  Fincher,  1 
Bradley— J.  D.  Montgomery,  5 
Buckner  Ct.— Joe  Arnold,  2 
Calion  -  Quinn— Wendall  Barbaree,  1 
Camden  Churches : 

First — Francis  A.  Buddin,  1 
Fairview — M.  W.  Miller,  2 
Timothy  -  Westside — H.  R.  Nabors,  3 
Chidester— C.  D.  Cade,  1 
Columbia  Ct.— Claude  Clark,  2 
Dumas  -  Lisbon — Oscar  L.  Haire,  3 
El  Dorado  Churches: 

Centenial  -  Bethel— John  T.  Bolding,  2 
First— Cecil  R.  Culver,  2 
First,  Associate— Virgil  C.  Bell,  2 
St.  Luke— W.  S.  Cazort,  3 
Vantrease — M.  E.  Scott,  3 
Emerson  Cti— C.  B.  Harris,  7 
Harmony  Grove— Ernest  E.  Hays,  3 
Holly  Springs  Ct.— R.  M.  Crain,  1 
Huttig— Myron  C.  Pearce,  1 
Junction  City— D.  L.  McCauley,  4 
Lewisville— David  M.  Hankins,  Jr.,  1 
Louann  -  Bytna  Vista— Doyne  E.  Graham, 

Magnolia  Ct.— Elbert  Marlar,  2 
Magnolia  Churches: 

First — C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  4 
Jackson  Street— John  W.  Lindsay,  1 
Marysville  -  Fredonia— C.  E.  Lawrence,  2 
Norphlet— Giles  B.  Pixley,  1 
Parker’s  Chapel  -  Pleasant  Grove— Charles 
G.  Ashcraft,  3 

Smackover — Harold  D.  Sadler,  2 

Stamps— Charles  W.  Baughman,  3 

Stephens — Bryan  Stephens,  2 

Strong — James  Ford,  1 

Taylor  Ct.— Byron  Crosby,  1 

Union  -  Rhodes  Chapel— Ralph  S.  Mann,  5 

Village  Ct.— E.  T.  McAfee,  2 

Waldo  -  WiUisville— Rayford  L.  Diffee,  2 


Wesley  Ct. — S.  B.  Mann,  1 
Conference  Missionary  Secretary  —  Bryan 
Stephens 

District  Director  of  Stewardship — R.  H. 
Shaddock 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist — M. 
W.  MiUer 

District  Director  Evangelism  —  C.  Ray 
Hozendorf 

District  Director  Temperance  —  Charles 
Baughman 

District  Director  Television,  Radio,  & 
Film — Cecil  R.  Culver 
District  Missionary  Secretary — John  W. 
Lindsay 

District  Commissioner  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home — R.  Burney  Wilson 
Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
— Howard  B.  Childs 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
— Charles  W.  Cook 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
— Ben  A.  RusseU,  Jr. 

HOPE  DISTRICT  / 

Robert  B.'  Moore»  District  Supt.,  I 

Ashdown — Harry  A.  Weed,  1 
Bingen  Ct.— Jas.  Shaddox,  2 
Blevins  Ct. — Bruce  Bean,  1 
Boyd-Fouke  Ct. — Bun  Gantz,  3 
Center  Point  Ct. — William  E.  Harris,  1 
DeQueen — Alfred  I.  Doss,  5 
Dierk’s-Green’s  Chapel — W.  P.  Walker.  2 
Doddridge  Ct. — Dee  Witt  Harberson,  1 
Emmett  Ct. — Joe  W.  Hunter,  3 
Foreman — Wendell  Hoover,  3 
Garland — Jas.  W.  Riley,  2 
Hatfield  Ct— T.  B.  S. 

Hope — Virgil  D.  Keeley,  6 
Horatio  Ct. — Don  Smith,  2 
Lockesburg — Eugene  Gilliam,  1 
Lockesburg  Ct. — Eugene  Gilliam,  1 
Mena — W.  D.  Golden,  1 
Mena  Ct. — Hollis  Simpson,  2 
Mineral  Springs — Harold  E.  Wright,  1 
Nashville — J.  E.  Dunlap,  4 
Prescott — Alfred  DeBlack,  1 
Prescott  Ct. — L.  O.  Lee,  4 
Richmond  Ct. — Robert  Jackson,'  1 
Rondo  Ct. — Clyde  Swift,  3 
Spring  Hill  Ct— H.  A.  F.  Ault,  2 
Texarkana  Churches: 

College  Hill — Howard  Williams,  5 
Fairview,  H.  D.  Ginther,  3 
Few  Memorial — Charles  E.  Messer,  2 
First — Wm.  E.  Brown,  3 
Washington  Ct. — Zane  Williams,  2 
Winthrop  Ct.— T.  B.  S. 

District  Director  Stewardship  —  Wm.  E. 
Brown 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist — W. 
D.  Golden 

District  Director  Evangelism  —  Howard 
Williams 

District  Director  Temperance — J.  E.  Dun¬ 
lap 

District  Director  Television,  Radio  &  Film 
Wm.  E.  Brown 

District  Missionary  Secretary — Alfred  I. 

Doss  / 

District  Commissioner  Methodist  Children’s 
Home — JLohn  Wilson 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
— John  O.  Alston 

Deaconess  Rural  Work,  without  annuity 
claims — Dorothy  Kelley 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 

Arthur  Terry,  District  Supt.,  1 

Austin  Ct. — Luther  C.  Beasley,  3 
Bauxite — C.  W.  Good,  3 
Benton  Churches : 

First— J.  Ralph  Clayton,  2 
New  Hope — Cecil  Gill,  1 
Park  View — Joe  R.  Phillips,  3 
Bethel-Prides  Valley— T.  B-  S. 

Bethlehem  Ct.— J.  R.  Martin,  2 
Bryant — Kenneth  M.  Goode,  1 
Carlisle — O.  E.  Holmes,  2 
Hamilton-Walker’s  Chapel — A.  E.  Jacobs, 
1 

Des  Arc — J.  R.  Callicott,  1 

DeVall’s  Bluff— Albert  Elder,  2 

Douglasville — W.  H.  Sanders,  3 

Geyer  Springs — Robert  W.  Trieschmann,  2 

Hazen — Doyle  T.  Rowe,  2 

Hickory  Plains  Ct. — T.  B.  S. 

Little  Rock  Churches: 

Asbury — J.  Cammel  English,  3 
Asbury  Associate — Maurice  Webb,  1 


Appointments  For  1956 


Capitol  View— Orrie  L.  Thompson,  1 
First — Aubrey  G.  Walton,  13 
Henderson — Herston  R.  Holland,  4 
Highland — H.  O.  Bolin,  2 
-Hunter — Fred  L.  Arnold,  8 
Markham — John  Williams,  2 
Oak  Forest — George  G.  Meyer,  6 
Pulaski  Heights — J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  9 
Pulaski  Heights  Associate— Woodrow  W. 
Smith,  1 

St.  Luke — Elbert  B.  Jean,  1 
St.  Marks— Billy  B.  Bargar,  4 
St.  Paul— Charles  W.  Richards,  8 
Twenty-Eighth  Street— Noel  Cross,  3 
Winfield— Frea  R.  Harrison,  3 
Winfield  Associate — Carlos  E.  Martin,  1 
Lonoke-Eagle — W.  R.  Burks,  5 
Mabelvale— Charles  E.  Ramsey,  3 
Mt.  Pleasant— L.  R.  Sparks,  2 
Mt  Carmel-Congo — Wm.  Carroll  Chenault, 

1 

Mt.  View — Ernest  Nipper,  1 
Primrose — James  R.  Scott,  3 
Roland-Martindale — S.  T.  Hollowell,  2 
Salem — W.  Roy  Jordan,  1 
Sardis — F.  Wesley  Reutz,  2 
Traskwood-Ebenezer — Joe  H.  Stroud,  1 
Special  Appointments  with  Annuity  Claims: 
Executive  Secretary  Board  of  Education 
— Roy  E.  Fawcett  - 

Supt.  Methodist  Children’s  Home — Con¬ 
nor  Morehead 

Executive  Secretary  Town  and  Country 
Commission — James  E.  Major 
Conference  Director  Youth  Work — John 
L.  Hassler 

Director  of  Development  S.  M.  U. — J. 
Edwin  Keith 

Special  Appointments  without  Annuity 
Claims : 

Special  Assistant  Director  Abingdon 
Press — Harold  L.  Fair 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force— Jeff  E.  Davis 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Army— Gerry  C.  Dean 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Aif  Force— Ralph  Van¬ 
landingham 

Missionary  to  Japan — Wm.  M.  Elder 
District  Director  of  Stewardship — J.  Cam¬ 
mel  English 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist — J. 
Ralph  Clayton 

District  Director  Evangelism — H.  O.  Bolin 
District  Director  Temperance — H.  R.  Hol¬ 
land 

District  Director  Television,  Radio  &  Film 
— Geo.  G^  Meyer 

District  Missionary  Secretary — Charles  W. 
Richards 

District  Commissioner  Methodist  Children’s 
Home — Ed.  E.  Ashbaugh 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  S.M.U. 

. — Fred  H.  Arnold 

Stddent,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M. 

U. — William  Dean  Elliott 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  S.  M. 
U. — Edmund  Dean 

Student,  Garrett  Biblical  Institute — John 
R.  Ewbank,  Jr. 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 
Kenneth  L.  Spore,  District  Supt.,  2 

Bradley  Ct.— W.  E.  West,  3 
Crossett — John  B.  Hefley,  3 
Crossett  Ct. — Edgar  Outlaw,  Jr.,  1 
Dermott — A.  C.  Carraway,  3 
Drew  Ct.— T.  B.  S. 

Dumas — Harould  Scott,  1 

Eudora — W.  R.  Boyd,  3 

Fordyce — Louis  W.  Averitt,  6 

Fountain  Hill — R.  L.  Long,  3 

Hamburg — R.  O.  Beck,  2 

Hampton- Harrell — James  McCammon,  2 

Hermitage  Ct. — Guy  Wilson,  2 

Kingsland  Ct. — James  W.  Beck,  1 

Lake  Village — Everett  Vinson,  3 

McGehee  Churches: 

McGehee  -  Arkansas  City  —  D.  Mouzon 
Mann,  6 

Wesley— Sam  W.  Farrell,  1 
Martin’s  Chapel — W.  C.  Onstead,  2 
Monticello — Roland  E.  Darrow,  11 
Paulfdale  -  Montrose — James  R.  Sewell,  3 
Portland — Edward  B.  Hollenbeck,  I 
Star  City — Qsborne  White,  2 
Thornton  Ct. — Winston  Hudnall,  4 
Tillar  Ct. — Irl  S.  Lancaster,  1 
Warren,  Guy  C.  Ames,  2 
Watson  -  Kelso — John  W.  Rushing,  3 
Wilmar  Ct.— W.  W.  Barron,  2 
Wilmot  -  Miller’s  Chapel — John  P.  Miles,  3 


Conference  Director  of  Evangelism  —  D. 

Mouzon  Mann  _  _  . 

District  Director  Stewardship— C.  R.  Teet- 


er 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist— 
Osborne  White 

District  Director  Evangelism  —  Harould 
Scott  _  ,  .  _ 

District  Director  Temperance — Roland  E. 

Darrow  _  .  ,  , 

District  Director  Radio,  Television,  and 
Film— A.  C.  Carraway 
District  Missionary  Secretary— Guy  C. 

Ames  ,  _ 

District  Commissioner  Children  s  Home — 
Neill  M.  Sloan 


Atwood  Regnier 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Navy,  without  Annuity 
Claims— Hal  R.  Sessions,  Jr. 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT 

E.  Clifton  Rule,  District  Supt.,  1 
Almyra — John  L.  Tucker,  1 
Altheimer  -  Wabbaseka — Robert  B.  Moore, 
Jr.,  1 

Bayou  Meto  -  Lodges  Comer— Robert  L. 
Riggin,  3 

Carthage — C.  R.  Roy,  2 

DeWitt— Curtis  Williams,  2 

England — Kirvin  A.  Hale,  1 

Gillett,  C.  Everette  Patton,  3 

Glendale  -  Redfield — Joe  Hundley,  1 

Grady  -  Gould — George  W.  Warren,  2 

Humphrey — Hursel  Richert,  1 

Keo  -  Humnoke — John  L.  Hoover,  1 

Leola — C.  R.  Andrews,  3 

Little  Prairie  Ct. — George  C.  Bailey,  4 

Pine  Bluff  Churches : 

Carr — Cagle  E.  Fair,  3 
First— Wm.  O.  Byrd,  2 
Good  Faith — Horace  M.  Grogan,  3 
Hawley — George  E.  Reutz,  1 
Lakeside — John  M.  McCormack,  4 
St.  Luke — Clem  Baker,  3 
Wesley — Winslow  E.  Brown,  5 
White  Hall — C.  E.  Monroe,  5 
Rison — Allen  E.  Hilliard,  1 
Roe  Ct. — Wm.  Darrell  Bone,  1 
Rowell  Ct. — Elam  Turner,  3 
St.  Charles  -  Pleasant  Grove — Alva  C. 
Rogers,  2 

Sheridan — W.  Braska  Savage,  2 
Sherrill  -  Tomberlin  -  Tucker— W.  T.  Bone, 
2 

Stuttgart  Churches : 

First— C.  M.  Atchley,  3 
Grand  Avenue — Vernon  E.  Chalfant,  1 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Navy,  without  annuity 
claims — Withers  M.  Moore 
District  Director  of  Stewardship — Leslie 
E.  Helvie 

District  Director  Arkansas  Methodist  — 
Kirvin  A.  Hale 

District  Director  Evangelism — Winslow  E. 
Brown 

District  Director  Temperance — Cagle  E. 
Fair 

District  Director  Television,  Radio  and 
Film— Wm.  O.  Byrd 

District  Missionary  Secretary — Vernon  E. 
Chalfant 

District  Commissioner  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home — J.  M.  Spicer 
Student  Perkins  School  Theology  S.M.U. — 
Fred  M.  Holt,  Jr. 

Student  Perkins  School  of  Theology  S.M. 

U. — Carr  Dee  Racop,  Jr. 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory — Palmer  Garner 

TRANSFERS  OUT 

James  R.  Shelton,  Elder,  To  the  Texas 
Conference 

Ralph  Vanlandingham,  Deacon,  To  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference 

Charles  V.  Mashburn,  Elder,  to  Cal-Nev 
Conference 

Robert  Atwood  Reigner,  Deacon,  to  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference 

Horace  M.  Lewis,  Elder,  to  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference 

TRANSFERS  IN 

Ralph  Vanlandingham,  Elder,  from  the 
Deleware  Conference 

Robert  Atwood  Reigner,  Elder,  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference 

James  E.  Major,  Elder,  from  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference 

Vernon  E.  Chalfant,  Elder,  from  North 
Arkansas  Conference 


ARKANSAS  RANKS 
SIXTH  IN  METHODISTS 
PER  1000 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
that  of  Louisiana.  Editor’s  Note.) 

The  state  of  Delaware  reported 
the  highest  percentage  of  Methodists 
with  123.4  per  1000  of  population 
in  1955.  The  next  highest  state  re¬ 
ported  is  West  Virginia  with  114%. 
Arkansas  ranks  sixth  among  the 
states  in  this  report. 

Utah  has  the  fewest  Methodists 
of  any  state  with  only  5.5  per  1000 
population  and  Rhode  Island  ranks 
next  to  last  with  12.9. 

States  surrounding  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  and  the  number  of  Metho¬ 
dists  per  1000  of  population  include 
Mississippi,  102.2;  Tennessee,  104.7; 
Missouri,  63.9;  Oklahoma,  100.7;  and 
Texas,  82.0. 


The  population  report  of  Arkan¬ 
sas  for  January,  1956,  estimated,  was 
reported  as  1,789,000,  and  Louisiana, 
2,927,000. 


LIFE  GLORIFIED 

( Continued  from  page  5) 

and  glancing  at  his  old  faded  and 
worn  clothing  ^he  said,  “Me  dress 
him  up  in  new  home.”  Thus  shall 
we  be  met  in  our  new  home  to  be 
drpssed  up  in  the  beautiful  garment 
of  the  resurrection. 

“Think  of  stepping  on  shore ■  and 
finding  Heaven 

Of  taking  hold  of  a  hand  and  find¬ 
ing  it  the  Lord’s  hand, 

Of  waking  up  and  finding  it  Home 
and  life  glorified.” 


AREA  HAS  TWO  NEW  POSITIONS  CREATED 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

its  program  in  this  field  was  prompted  by  an  extensive  survey 
made  during  the  past  year  of  the  rural  churches  of  the  conference 
by  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Judy,  staff  member  of  Perkins  School  of  Theolo¬ 
gy.  The  study  results  convinced  conference  leaders  that  additional 
special  leadership  was  needed  at  once  if  Methodism  was  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  any  substantial  way  to  minister  to  and  have  a  strong  pro¬ 
gram  for  small  towns  and  the  open  country. 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  had  a  splendid  session  last  week, 
making  other  plans  of  far  reaching  significance.  The  conference 
voted  to  enter  the  two-fold  emphasis  for  the  new  quadrennium, 
adopted  a  record  budget  for  conference  program,  voted  to  continue 
its  emphasis  on  church  extension  through  the  1000  Club  program, 
organized  its  new  boards  and  commissions  for  the  new  quadren¬ 
nium  and  took  care  of  a  number  of  other  matters  which  made  for 
a  generally  satisfactory  session.  The  Area’s  annual  conferences  con¬ 
clude  their  1956  regular  sessions  with  the  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  this  week  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Conway. 
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BILLY'S  DAD 


WHEN  a  fellow  has  three 
sisters  who  are  smart  and 
well-behaved,  he  is  apt 
to  feel,  if  he  is  at  all  sen¬ 
sitive,  that  he  is  of  little  conse¬ 
quence.  Especially  does  he  feel  in¬ 
ferior  when  he  is  repeatedly  told 
that  his  hands  need  washing;  that 
he  is  always  bringing  in  mud  on 
the  best  rug;  that  whistling  makes 
folks  nervous.  And  he  is  told  that, 
instead  of  playing  with  Jimmy 
Watkins,  who  is  snub-nosed  and 
wears  patched  trousers,  and  whose 
mother  is  a  washerwoman,  he 
should  cultivate  a  friendship  for 
Courtney  Moore,  who  is  a  judge’s 
son. 

These  and  several  other  things 
were  what  made  Billy  feel  that  he 
was  of  small  importance  indeed. 
He  did  not  care  so  much  about  the 
girls,  but  he  did  wish  Dad  would 
pay  more  attention  to  him. 

Perhaps  — and  a  small  sob  would 
always  rise  in  Billy’s  throat  when 
he  thought  of  it — perhaps  Dad  did 
not  really  care  about  him  anyway. 
The  girls  were  so  much  better¬ 
looking  and  more  to  be  admired  in 
every  way. 

One  day  Billy  was  sick  with  a 
sore  throat.  He  got  up  with  it  in 
the  morning,  and  ate  so  little  break¬ 
fast  that  Mother  noticed  it. 

“Want  any  more  cakes?”  she 
said  in  her  sweet  and  pleasant 
voice. 

Bill  shook  his  head. 

“Don’t  feel  like  eating,”  he  re¬ 
plied. 

“Guess  if  you’ll  excuse  me,  folks, 
I’ll  go  into  the  other  room  for  a 
while.  My  head  feels  as  big  as  a 
bushel  basket,  and  my  throat — oh!” 

Margaret  and  Helen  and  Anna¬ 
bel  did  not  look  particularly  sym¬ 
pathetic.  Father  did  not  say  any¬ 
thing,  and  Billy  went  in  and  lay 
down  on  the  comfortable  old  lounge 
in  the  living  room. 

He  stayed  there  all  day,  submit¬ 
ting  patiently  to  Mother’s  minis¬ 
trations.  She  was  a  capital  nurse. 

At  four  o’clock  the  telephone 
rang. 

Mother  had  gone  upstairs.  Be¬ 
sides  Billy,  Helen  was  the  only  one 
in  the  room.  She  took  up  the  re¬ 
ceiver. 

“Hello,”  said  a  voice.  “Is  this 
you,  Helen?  How  is  Billy?” 

It  was  Father. 

“Oh,  he’s  not  nearly  dead  yet!” 
replied  Helen  in  her  gay  young 
voice.  “He’s  really  quite  a  good  deal 
better.  He’ll  be  all  right  tomor¬ 
row.” 

“Good!”  cried  Father  at  the  other 
end  of  the  line.  “Tell  him  *Hello’ 
for  me,  and  that  -if  I  should  hap¬ 
pen  to  see  a  camera  of  the  kind  he 
has  been  talking  about,  I  might 
bring  it  home.” 

Billy  sat  up. 

“Was  that  Dad?”  he  cried  with 
shining  eyes.  “My  Dad.” 

“Yes,  he  said  to  say  'Hello*  to 
you,  and  that  he  might  bring  you 
home  a  camera.” 

Billy  dropped  back  on  the  fuzzy 


cushion  without  speaking  a  word. 
Somehow  he  couldn’t. 

Dad  had  inquired  about  him!  And 
he  thought  Dad  was  so  wrapped  up 
in  the  girls,  with  their  bright  eyes 
and  rosy  cheeks  and  nice  manners, 
that  he  didn’t  care  anything  about 
a  small  freckled-faced  boy  who 
whistled  and  liked  dogs  and  who 
would  play  with  Jimmy  Watkins 
instead  of  Courtney  Moore.  Dad, 
the  finest  man  in  the  world,  and 
the  best!  The  only  person  he  rev¬ 
erenced  with  all  his  boyish  heart! 

No  boy  ever  had  a  father  like 
his,  so  tall  and  handsome  and  won¬ 
derful.  He  had  thought  that  Dad 
didn’t  care  for  him.  But  he  did,  he 
did!  He  had  telephoned  purposely 
about  him!  and  somehow  Billy’s 
heart  sang  its  own  song. 

And  just  then  Mother  came  in. 

“Sonny,  I’m  so  sorry  your  throat 
is  sore,”  she  said,  bending  t  o 
smooth  his  hair. 

But  Billy  only  thumped  the  fuz¬ 
zy  old  cushion. 

“I’m  not,”  he  said  quickly.  “Some 
times  a  sore  throat  is  all  right.” 

He  hesitated,  then  went  on. 

“I* — it  teacnes  a  fellow  a  thing 
or  two,”  he  added  with  a  catch  in 
his  voice. — Alabama  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate. 


LITTLE  SUNSHINE 

By  James  Henry  Darlington 
He  was  only  a  wee  little  boy 
Who  did  not  know  much  it  is 
true, 

But  though  bashful  and'  coy, 

He’d  the  secret  of  joy. 

Not  everyone  knows  it.  Do  you? 
He’d  laugh  and  he’d  sing  all  the 
day 

Yes,  and  smile  in  his  sleep  in  the 
night. 

Just  to  see  him  at  play 
Some  went  out  of  their  way, 

His  looks  and  his  words  were  so 
bright. 

From  this  little  wee  lad  we  learn 
To  consider  our  lot  always  best, 
To  banish  concern 
And  to  happiness  turn, 

And  in  loving  and  serving  find 
rest. 

— Selected  fromYerses  by  the  Way 


An  auditor  Who  works  for  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  reports 
that  he  was  rather  surprised  the 
other  day  to  find  on  the  return  of 
a  lady  taxpayer  a  deduction  of  $20 
for  mice.  When  he  got  in  touch 
with  the  lady  and  asked  her  to 
explain  the  mice,  she  told  him  not 
to  be  silly.  “I  just  didn’t  want  to 
spell  out  ‘miscellaneous’,”  she  said. 
— New  Yorker 


AIRING  THE  DOLL  BED 

I  never  make  the  dolly’s  bed 
Till  it’s  had  sun  and  air, 

Because  I  always  give  my  doll 
The  very  best  of  care. 

Each  morning  when  my  dolly’s  up 
I  raise  the  sash  and  shade 
And  let  the  room  air  for  an  hour 
Before  the  bed  is  made. 

And  so  I  keep  my  dolly  well. 

She’s  happy  at  her  play. 

It’s  all  because  I  air  her  bed 
On  every  single  day. — In  Ex. 


JUNE  TIME 

By  Enola  Chamberlin 
I  like  to  go  walking 
When  June  time  has  come, 

The  birds  are  all  singing 
The  honeybees  hum. 

Far  in  the  skyways, 

Against  the  bright  blue. 

The  clouds  ^are  as  frothy 
As  suds  from  shampoo. 

Red  roses  and  yellow 
Are  trying  to  fill 
The  air  with  the  fragrance 
Their  open  hearts  spill. 

I  like  to  go  walking 
To  pause  and  to  run, 

Through  the  gay  hours  of  June 
time, 

For  June  time  is  fun. 

— In'  The  Christian  Advocate 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Teacher:  “Now,  Willie,  if  James 
gave  you  a  dog,  and  David  gave 
you  a  dog,  how  many  would  you 
have?” 

Willie:  “Four.”  . 

Teacher:  “Now  Willie,  think 
hard.  Would  you  have  four  dogs  if 
James  gave  you  one  and  David 
gave  you  one?” 

Willie:  “Yep  You  see,  I  already 
got  two  dogs.” 

•  *  * 

The  dignified  old  lady,  a  pillar 
in  the  church,  shook  hands  with  the 
minister  after  the  services,  “Won¬ 
derful  sermon,  wonderful  sermon!” 
she  exclaimed.  “Everything  you 
said  applies  to  somebody  or  other 
I  know.” 

*  *  * 

Professor:  Er-my  dear,  what’s  the 
meaning  of  this  vase  of  flowers  on 
the  table  today? 

Wife:  Meaning?  Why,  today  is 
your  wedding  anniversary. 

Professor;  Indeed!  Well,  well,  do 
let  me  know  when  yours  is  so  I 

may  do  the  same  for  you. — Copied. 

♦  *  * 

Doctor:  “There’s  really  no  reason 
to  worry  about  that  habit  of  talk¬ 
ing  to  yourself.” 

Patiept:  “But  doctor,  I’m  running 
out  of  things  to  say.” 

*  *  * 

An  Indian  petitioned  a  judge  of 
an  Arizona  court  to  give  him  a 
shorter  name.  “What  is  your  name 
n6w?”  asked  the  judge. 

“Chief  Screeching  Train  Whistle,” 
said  the  Indian. 

“And  to  what  do  you  wish  to 
shorten  it?”  asked  the  judge.  The 
Indian  folded  his  arms  majestical¬ 
ly  and  grunted,  “Toots.” 


A  DAY  FOR  DADDY 


What  shall  we  do  for  Daddy? 

Let’s  think  a  nice  surprise, 

He  does  so  many  things  for  us, 

And  he’s  so  kind  and  wise. 

He  takes  us  on  the  nicest  hikes. 

We  have  a  lot  of  fun.  » 

-  He  not  too  tired  to  help  at  night 
On  projects  we’ve  begun. 

We’ll  maybe  buy  a  little  gift 
And  put  it  by  his  plate. 

At  dinner  time  we’ll  yell  ‘Surprise,’ 
We  hope  he  won’t  be  late. 

We  know  the  nicest  gift  of  all 
Is  to  be  fine  and  true. 

And  we’ll  make  Daddy  happy, 

We  think  we  should,  don’t  you? 

—A.  E.  W. 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

ARKANSAS. LOUISIANA  AREA 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Miss  Mildred  Osment  of  Jones¬ 
boro,  was  the  inspirational  speaker 
at  the  luncheon  for  all  women  of 
the  church  with  which  the  Morril- 
ton  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  closed  its  years  work  on 
May  21.  Other  guests  were  Mrs. 
Ray  Woods  and  Mrs.  Leon  Thomp- 
\  son  of  Oppelo,  Mrs.  Rife  Hughey  of 
!  Atkins,  and  Mrs.  Ott  Best  of  Leba¬ 
non,  Tenn.,  Rev.  David  Conyers, 
pastor,  gave  the  invocation  and  Miss 
Carole  Coleman  entertained  with  a 
piano  selection. 

Mrs.  D.  F.  Newkirk,  retiring  pres¬ 
ident,  introduced  Miss  Osment,  new 
vice-president  of  the  Conference, 
who  has  been  active  especially  in 
the  field  of  missionary  education 
and  service. 

Mrs.  Newkirk  presented  her  suc- 
,  cessor,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Wilkerson,'  and 
j  the  three  district  officers  present, 
Mrs.  Wood,  Mrs.  Hughey  and  Mrs. 

|  c.  R.  Moose.  Mrs.  Philip  Howe, 
vice-president,  paid  tribute  to  Mrs. 
Newkirk  for  her  leadership  the  past 
I  four  years  and  noted  that  a  memori- 
|  al  gift  in  her  honor  had  been  made 
;  by  the  society  at  the  annual  meet- 
j  ing  of  the  conference  society  in 
I  Paragould. 

Officers  for  the  new  year  installed 
(the  evening  service  on  May  27  in¬ 
cluded  besides  Mrs.  Wilkerson:  Mrs. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

Dr.  Georgia  Harkness,  believed  to 
be  the  only  woman  teacher  in  the 
United  States  whose  exclusive  field 
is  theology,  has  been  named  as  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christianity  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  University  in 
Tokyo,  Japan.  Dr.  Harkness,  an  or¬ 
dained  local  preacher  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  be  on  sabbatical 
leave  from  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion  in  Berkeley,  California, 
where  she  has  been  professor  of 
applied  theology  since  1950.  Her 
term  of  service  at  International 
Christian  University  will  be  from 
September  to  December,  1956,  and 
from  April  to  July,  1957.  She  will 
spend  the  months  between  semes¬ 
ters  in  either  Formosa  br  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 


racy,”  she  says,  “and  the  principle 
of  the  dignity  of  human  individuals. 

The  Methodist  Church’s  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  has  113  active 
deaconesses,  but  a  great  many  more 
young  women  are  needed  in  this 
specialized  field  of  church  work. 
The  need  to  recruit  more  young 
women,  particularly  at  the  local 
church  and  college  campus  level, 
was  emphasized  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  jurisdiction’s  Deaconess 
Association  in  Richmond,  Va.  Can¬ 
didates  must  be  college  graduates 
with  additional  training  in  religious 
education  or  other  specialties,  ex¬ 
plained  Dr.  Ruth  L.  Bartholomew, 
jurisdiction  president. 


The  liberation  of  South  Korea 
from  “foreign  domination”  ten  years 
ago  gave  a  “tremendous  impetus” 
to  the  education  of  women  in  that 
land,  according  to  Miss  Unsook  Saw, 
dean  of  students  at  Ewha  Woman’s 
University,  Seoul.  “With  the  liber¬ 
ation  has  come  the  idea  of  democ- 


Philip  Howe,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Claude  Farish,  secretary  and  Mrs. 
Pryor  Cruce,  treasurer. 


For  the  third  successive  year,  the 
Hymn  Society  of  America  is  seeking 
a  new  hymn-text  for  use  in  “Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Week”  which  next  is 
observed  January  27  to  February 
3,  1957.  The  contest  for  hymns 
“written  by  youth  for  youth”  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Society  at  the  request 
of  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  In  1955,  the  Society 
chose  five  hymns,  from  several 
hundred  submitted,  as  worthy  of 
publishing  and  singing;  and  in  1956 
two  were  chosen  in  the  second 
search.  The  theme  for  1957  is  “Con¬ 
sider  your  call.”  According  to  the 


CONFERENCE 
SCHOOLS  OF  MISSIONS 
ANNOUNCED 

NORTH  ARKANSAS: 

July  9-13,  Hendrix  College 
Dean:  Mrs.  James  Upton 
Chairman:  Mrs.  Elmer  Brown 

LITTLE  ROCK: 

July  9-13,  Aldersgate  Camp 
Chairman:  Mrs.  Glenn  Martel 
Dean:  Mrs.  George  Meyer 
Registrar: 

LOUISIANA: 

August  13-17,  Centenary  College 
Chairman:  Mrs.  Wideman  Wat¬ 
son 

Dean:  Mrs.  Robley  Davis 
Treasurer:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Saxon 


Rev.  Deane  Edwards,  president  of 
the  Hymn  Society,  “the  hymns 
should  express  the  nature  of  Chris¬ 
tian  vocation:  its  privilege,  its 
fundamental  character,  and  its 
urgency.”  The  hymn-texts  should 
be  written  to  well-known  meters 
found  in  standard  hymnals;  written 
by  men  or  women  under  thirty 
years  of  age;  not  have  been  previ¬ 
ously  published;  and  submitted  to 
the  Hymn  Society  of  America,  297 
Fourth  Ave.,  New  York  10,  N.  Y., 
not  later  than  November  1,  1956. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT,  LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 


RECEIPTS: 

Undirected  Pledge : 

W  S.C.S . $54,973.60 

W.S.G .  8,922.10 

I  Projects: 

W. S.C.S .  12,898.27 

W.S.G  . 1,390.23 

I  Special  Memberships 

}&  Memorials:  _ „  „„ 

W.S.C.S .  J.255.00 

,  W.S.G .  1,035.00 

I  In  Rememberance  Gifts  338.00 

Credit  on  Pledge: 

Total  Credit  on  Pledge  . $  84,812.20 

[  Youth  Funds  .  2,320.98 

Children’s  Service 

Funds  .  165.81 

Appropriations  . $87,812.33 

Supplies: 

W.S.C.S .  5,078.48 

W.S.G .  1,079.33 

!  Week  of  Prayer : 

W.S.C.S .  3,414.15 

W.S.G .  553.08 

I  Cultivation  Funds : 

W.S.C.S .  2,252.91 

W.S.G . y .  356.95 

I  Student  Loan  Funds  ....  84.85 

j  Supplementary  Gifts .  15.00 

Narcotic  Education  .  791.90 

;  Elizabeth  Thornburg 

:  Workman  Funds  .  1,166.09 

Other  Funds  .  75.77 

[  Total  Receipts— W.S.C.S . . . $  88,830.81 

Total  Receipts  from  Districts  $102,167.50 

Cash  Offerings  . $  596.38 

Refunds  .  265.93 

Adjustment  .  10.00 

Sale  of  Literature  at 

Annual  Conference  .  281.59 

Conference  Coaching 

School— W.S.G .  29.77 

Total  Receipts  . $108,218.32 

Bank  Balance  May  19,  1955 .  16,597.15 

Total  to  Account  . $124,815.47 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . $43,050.36 

W.S.G . . .  8,671.07 

Projects : 

W-S.C.S .  11,510.00 

„  W.S.G .  1,348.78 

^P!ici„al  Memberships 
and  Memorials: 

W-S.C.S .  5,280.00 

T  W.S.G .  1,135.00 

rn  Rememberance .  343.00 

total  credit  on  Pledge . .....$  71,338.21 

Children’s  Service 

5unds  .  165.81 

appropriations  .  $  73,825.00 

Sn£P}i?s’  Foreign  .  3,705.19 

WPpJies.  Home  .  2,679.60 

of  Prayer  Gifts  ....  3,967.23 
^PPementary  Gifts  ....  268.40 

Division  Cultivation 
*  onds  .  31  57 

r°tal  to  Division  . ’.....$  84,476.99 


1,191.39 

200.00 

395.26 

438.44 


Conf.  Cultivation  .  1,072.25 

Printing  &  Mimeo¬ 
graphing  . 

Jurisdiction  Conference 
Jurisdiction  School 

of  Missions  . 

Jurisdiction  Cultivation 

Funds  . 

District  Cultivation 

Funds  .  2,609.86 

Elizabeth  Thornburg 

Workman  Funds  .  1,307.40 

Ark-Okla  Rural 

Work  Funds  . «r.'. .  3,448.49 

Narcotic  Education 

Funds  . 

Gift  to  Missionary  . 

Student  Loan  Funds  .... 
Inter-Board  Cooperation 

Auditing  &  Bonding . 

United  Council  of 

Church  Women  . . 

Annual  Conference 

W.S.C.S.  &  W.S.G . 

Conference  School  of 

Missions  . 

Officers’  Training  Day 
Refund  of  C/S  Funds 

to  Division  .  1,846.00 

Miscellaneous 
Total 


799.05 

50.00 

94.85 

6,090.70 

90.18 

75.00 

1,649.10 

379.89 

184.91 


295.24 


Disbursements  . $106,695.00 

Bank  Balance  May  19,  1956  .  18,120.47 

Total  Accounted  . $124,815.47 

MRS.  J.  L.  VERHOEFF, 
Treasurer  / 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS: 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT:  Baby:  La 
Vinia  Ann  Ellis,  First  Church,  Hot 
Springs.  Adult:  Mr.  Archer  Smith,  Arka- 
delphia  District;  Mrs.  D.  D.  McBrien, 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Moore,  Mrs.  Marvin  Mann, 
Arkadelphia;  Mrs.  D.  W.  Baskin,  W.S.G., 
Gurdon;  Mrs.  Clarence  Allen,  Grand  Ave., 
Hot  Springs;  Miss  Lina  Sheets,  W.S.G., 
Grand  Avenue,  Hot  Springs;  Mrs.  Doyle 
Shirley,  Oaklawn,  Hot  Springs;  Mrs.  Fred 
Nowlin,  W.S.G.,  Oaklawn,  Hot  Springs; 
Mrs.  Vernice  McCowan,  Pullman  Heights, 
Hot  Springs;  Mrs.  K.  S.  L.  Cooke,  W.S.G., 
First  Church,  Malvern. 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT  — Baby:  Thomas 
Michael  Soffas,  Frances  White  Usry,  Bren¬ 
da  Kathryn  Jefferies,  First  Church,  Cam¬ 
den;  Kathryn  Thomas,  Boni  Catherine 
Burton,  Ellen  Longino,  Mary  Anna  Peace, 
Charles  Carlton  Lyle,  Betty  Jo  Martel, 
Thomas  Emmett  Smith,  First  Church, 
Magnolia;  Terry  Ann  Tyson,  Jackson  St., 
Magnolia;  Susan  Hassen,  Vantrease,  El 
Dorado;  Rodney  Everett  Andrews,  Cindy 
Ann  Vinson,  Marysville;  Rebecca  Ann 
Hampton,  Mary  Kathryn  Morgan,  Parkers 
Chapel;  Timothy  Allan  Tennyson,  Charles 
Leland  Tennyson,  Edwin  Rue  Matthews, 
William  Francis  Goodwin,  Charles  Wallace 
Alspaugh,  Julia  Ann  Thompson,  Smack- 
over;  Tommy  Floyd  Pearson,  W.S.G., 
Smackover;  Nancy  Carol  Ellis,  Brenda 
Kay  Hall,  David  Mark  Carpenter,  Steph¬ 
ens;  John  Stephen  Price,  Timothy.  Adult: 
Mrs.  Sa  mS.  Sanders,  Mrs.  Beulah  Sned- 


ley,  Mrs.  Martha  Atkins,  Mrs.  Mattie 
Coverston,  Mrs.  Gertie  Farabough,  Mrs. 
Annie  Walker,  Mrs.  Jessie  Marie  Pace, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Womack,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Grigsby,  Mrs.  Patsy  Thorpe,  Miss  Ethel 
Naomi  Scott,  Mrs.  Cora  Lee  Westbrook, 
Mrs.  Mary  Louise  King,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Elizabeth  Moseley,  First  Church,  Camden; 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Payne, 
First  Church,  El  Dorado;  Miss  Ruth  Wom- 
ble,  Mrs.  Naomi  Chinn,  Miss  Julia  Hanna, 
W.S.G.,  First  Church,  El  Dorado;  Mrs. 
Julia  March,  St.  Luke’s,  El  Dorado;  Mrs. 
Eddice  Jones,  Mrs.  Chester  Davidson,  Van¬ 
trease,  El  Dorado;  Mrs.  Essie  Wilkins, 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Herrington,  W.S.G.,  Van¬ 
trease;  Mrs.  Fred  Couch,  Mrs.  Leslie  Ben¬ 
nett,  Mrs.  Nan  Kirk  Inghram,  Mrs.  Archie 
Monroe,  Mrs.  C.  Z.  Couch,  First  Church, 
Magnolia;  Mrs.  R.  A.  Sanders,  Norphlet; 
Mrs.  Leon  Jones,  Pleasant  Grove;  Mrs. 
Scott  Chrifetie,  Junction  City;  Maude  And¬ 
erson  Stanley,  Smackover;  Mrs.  R.  B. 
McMurrough,  Mrs.  Minnie  Roton,  Mrs.  T. 
F.  Gillespie,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Baker,  Mrs. 
Charlds  Baughman,  Stamps;  Mrs.  Chris¬ 
tine  Puska,  W.S.G.,  Stamps;  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Medlock,  Stephens;  Mrs.  Sybil  Tyson  Cur- 
fq,  Mrs.  Justine  Dean  Morgan,  Mrs.  Pansy 
Passwaters,  Stephens;  Orpha  Lee  Boosa, 
Timothy;  Memorial:  John  Talmage  Dod¬ 
son,  Smackover. 

HOPE  DISTRICT — Baby:  Thomas  Pan¬ 
key  Garland,  Emmet;  Louis  Lee  Wright, 
College  Hill,  Texarkana.  Youth:  Laura 
Irene  Thornton,  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Plum- 
ley,  Hope;  Dorothy  Alice  Williams,  Joyce 
Teague,  College  Hill,  Texarkana.  Adult: 
Mrs.  Grover  Thompson,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Franks,  Mrs.  Bill  Wray,  Mrs.  John  Pierce, 
Hope;  Mrs.  W.  T.  Davis,  Foreman;  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Harrington,  Mena;  Mrs.  Owen 
Philpot,  Cherry  Hill;  Mrs.  Vuel  Chamber- 
lain,  W.S.G.,  Prescott; -Mrs.  W.  W.  Fisher, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Thomas,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Duckett, 
College  Hill,  Texarkana;  Mrs.  C.  E,  Kelso, 
Mrs.  Herman  Gillham,  Fairview,  Texar¬ 
kana;  Mrs.  Sam  Shuman,  First  Church, 
Texarkana.  i 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT— Baby :  Linda 
Sue  Laravea,  First  Church,  Little  Rock; 
Deborah  Jane  O’Neal,  Highland,  Little 
Rock;  Susan  Elizabeth  Millar,  W.S.G., 
Pulaski  Heights;  Susan  LaFran  Stephen¬ 
son,  David  Allen  Shipman,  Susan  Gail 
Baer,  Twenty-Eighth  Street,  Little  Rock. 
Adult:  Mrs.  O.  C.  Hopper,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Bell,  Bauxite;  Mrs.  Elmer  Windham,  Mrs. 
Herbert  Dunnahoo,  First  Church,  Benton; 
Mrs.  Doris  Moseley,  Mrs.  Bess  Kimey, 
Douglassville;  Mrs.  Ruby  Mann,  Geyer 
Springs;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Godwin,  Capitol  View, 
Little  Rock;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Leidy,  Mrs.  Rod¬ 
ney  D.  Palmer;  Mrs.  John  Greene,  Mrs. 
Carroll  Nordean,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Davis,  Mrs. 
H.  T.  Zeigler,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  John 
Emerson,  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Christian,  Mrs. 
Harry  Allen,  Jr.,  1st  Church,  Little  Rock; 
Nora  Milligan,  Corinne  Pierce,  Martha 
Stafford,  Tot  Turner,  Mabel  Spear,  W.S.G., 
First  Church,  Little  Rock.  Adult:  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Martin,  Mrs.  B.  V.  Rogers,  Mrs.  C. 
C.  Hudspeth,  Henderson,  Little  Rock;  Mrs. 
Lula  Reid,  W.S.G.,  Henderson,  Little  Rock; 


Mrs.  Horace  Brown,  Miss  Alice  Jones; 
Mrs.  George  O'Neal,  Mrs.  John  R.  Beath, 
Mrs.  James  Fraser,  Mrs.  O.  D.  Long- 
streth,  Mrs.  J.  E.  McGuire,  Mrs.  George 
Lantz,  Highland,  Little  Rock;  Mary  C. 
Edmondson,  Imogene  Hines,  W.S.G.,  High¬ 
land,  Little  Rock;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Monan,  Jr., 
Hunter,  Little  Rock;  Miss  Lucile  Bailey, 
Miss  Elline  Heilman,  W.S.G.,  Hunter,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  Mrs.  Dutch  Brown,  Mrs.  Winona 
Johnston,  Oak  Foerst,  Little  Rock;  Mrs. 
Carlotta  Grimmett,  W.S.G.,  Oak  Forest, 
Little  Rock;  Mrs.  Wirta  Smith,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Ducker,  Miss  Marry  Frances  Morgan,  Hel¬ 
en  Matthews,  W.S.G.,  Pulaski  Heights,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  Mrs.  Edward  Lester,  Mrs.  Rex 
Thompson,  Mrs.  Harry  Dace,  St.  Paul’s, 
Little  Rock;  Mrs.  James  Stephenson,  W.S. 
G„  St.  Paul’s,  Little  Rock;  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Roebuck,  W.S.G.,  St.  Luke’s,  Little  Rock; 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Robertson,  Twenty  Eighth  St., 
Little  Rock;  Mrs.  J.  S.  M.  Cannon,  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Beeson,  Winfield,  Little  Rock;  Mrs. 
Anolee  Mabrey,  Miss  Bessie  Hale,  W.S.G., 
Winfield,  Little  Rock;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Burks, 
Lonoke;  Mrs.  Fred  McConnell,  Mabelvale. 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Baby :  Rob¬ 
ert  Lewis  Baker,  Fordyce;  Diana  Tack, 
.S.G.,  Fordyce;  Carl  Henry  Vincent,  Cross- 
ett;  Karan  Ann  Lingo,  Patricia  Lynn  Car- 
uthers,  Dermott;  William  Wallace  Cald¬ 
well,  Jr.,  Parkdale.  Adult:  Nancy  Tuck¬ 
er,  Crossett.  Adult:  Mrs.  L.  T.  Sand- 
born,  Crossett;  Mrs.  Lee  Collord,  Jr.,  Der¬ 
mott;  Mrs.  Ivanoe  Bowles,  Dumas;  Mrs. 
Zeb  Vance  Freeman,  Eudora;  Eugenia 
Blackwell,  Ethel  Caplinger,  Ruth  Helman, 
W.S.G.,  Fordyce;  Mrs.  Joe  Sherron,  Mrs. 
Warren  Frazier,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Fulmer,  Mrs. 
Paul  Parham,  Fordyce;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Spen¬ 
cer,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Finlayson,  Mrs.  Lily  N. 
Bridgeman,  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Shelton,  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Bird,  Monticello;  Mrs.  Jasper  Dean 
Herren,  Portland;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Ferguson, 
Star  City.  Adult:  Mrs.  N.  R.  Kirkwood, 
Mrs.  I.  A.  Jones,  Wilmot;  Mrs.  Jennie 
Greenwood,  Warren;  Mrs.  James  B.  Ross, 
W.S.G.,  Warren. 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT— Baby:  Shei¬ 
la  Joy  Reed,  Gillett;  Sharon  Jane  Fuhr- 
man,  David  Eric  Greene,  Grady;  Mindy 
Mann,  Debaroh  Ann  Commer,  Barbara 
Ann  Owen,  Hawley,  Pine  Bluff;  Virginia 
Lucille  Frantz,  First  Church,  Stuttgart. 
Youth:  Miss  Mary  Hestand,  Carr  Memo¬ 
rial,  Pine  Bluff;  Sherry  Sager,  Gillett. 
Adult:  Mrs.  E.  C.  Lindsay,  Good  Faith; 
Mrs.  John  Simpson,  Lodge  Corner;  Mrs. 
Lula  Hunter,  Mrs.  Mary  Ella  Fair,  Mrs. 
.  Nina  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Virginia  Leak,  Mrs. 
Marjorie  James,  Mrs.  Lillian  Martin,  Carr 
Memorial,  Pine  Bluff:  Mrs.  Harry  Miller, 
Mrs.  Creed  Caldwell,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  Cecil  Lynch,  Mrs.  Allan  Lake,  First 
Church,  Pine  Bluff;  Mrs.  D.  D.  Pointer, 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Evans,  Hawley,  Pine  Bluff; 
Mrs.  Frecnh  Roe,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Martin,  Mrs. 
Joe  Henslee,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Evans,  Lakeside, 
Pine  Bluff;  Mrs.  John  Rose,  Wesley;  Mrs. 
Ella  Wilson,  Rison;  Mrs.  Elbert  English, 
Sheridan;  Mrs.  Frank  Wittcnauer,  First 
Church,  Stuttgart.  Memorial:  Mrs.  Dora 
Clegg  McLellan,  Lakeside,  Pine  Bluff. 
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REV.  N.  H.  MELBERT,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  luncheon  meeting  of  the  New 
Orleans  Rotary  Club  on  Wednesday,  June  6. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  WILLIAMS,  pastor  of  the 
Rayne  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  Family  Night  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  on  Wednesday  evening,  June 
6. 

REV.  B.  B.  FOREMAN,  pastor  of  the  new 
Methodist  Church  to  be  organized  in 
Bastrop,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  evening  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop  on 
Sunday  evening,  June  10. 

A  BUILDING  PERMIT  was  issued  last  week 
for  the  new  $152,000  new  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Lake  Charles.  Gabriel  and 
Reames  are  the  architects.  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmer¬ 
ich  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

CHILDREN’S  DAY  was  observed  at  the  Zach¬ 
ary  Methodist  Church  on  May  6  when  a 
program  was  presented  at  the  morning  service 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Morgan  Lipscomb 
and  other  teachers  of  the  Children’s  Division. 
Rev.  James  Ailor  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SPEAKING  in  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Princess 
Ileana,  of  Roumania,  said:  “Worldly  success  is 
not  really  success,  and  it  does  not  necessarily 
mean  that  we  are  in  the  right  By  worldly 
standards,  Christ  was  a  failure.” 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be  the 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  June  20.  Wives  of  the  members 
of  the  organization  will  be  guests. 

CiENTENARY  COLLEGE  has  three  Venezue- 
t  Ians  and  12  students  from  Colombia,  S.  A., 
among  its  summer  school  population.  All  are 
studying  English  grammar  and  composition  and 
conversational  English  under  Dr.  Ralph  White, 
director  of  Centenary’s  student  exchange  pro¬ 
gram. 

SALLY  MURRY  of  New  Orleans  was  elected 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  at  the  conference  meet¬ 
ing  which  closed  on  June  8  in  Shreveport.  Other 
officers  are:  Jay  Koonce,  Sulphur,  vice-pres¬ 
ident;  Gwyn  John,  Monroe,  secretary,  and 
Charles  Souter,  Sulphur,  treasurer. 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  MEMBERSHIP  AND 
EVANGELISM  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  is  organizing  a  number  of  prayer 
groups  for  the  men  of  the  church.  Prayer  groups 
for  the  women  and  youth  were  organized  some 
time  ago.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

A  RECEPTION  was  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Sunday  evening, 
June  10,  in  honor  of  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  new  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District, 
and  Mrs.  Nader,  and  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  new 
associate  minister  of  First  Church.  The  reception 
was  held  following  the  evening  service. 

THE  MEMBERS  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Lafayette  held  a  reception  Sunday  night, 
June  4,  for  Rev.  Robert  Parrott  who  has  been 
Wesley  Foundation  Director  at  S.  L.  I.  for  the 
past  three  years.  Mr.  Parrott  is  to  be  the  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  at  Munholland  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans.  Major  Bond  presented  Mr^ Parrott  with 
a  traveling  clock  as  a  gift  from  the  church. 

REV.  TRACY  R.  ARNOLD,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  is  the  preach¬ 
er  in  a  youth-led  revival  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Mansfield,  June  10-17.  Rev.  Ben  F. 
Youngblood,  associate  pastor  of  Mangum  Memo¬ 
rial  Church,  Shreveport,  is  in  charge  of  music. 
Services  are  being  held  daily  at  7:00  a.m.  and 
7:30  p.m. 


REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  JR.,  who  has  been 
serving  as  pastor  of  the  DeRiddet  Church 
for  the  past  six  years,  and  his  family  were  hon¬ 
ored  at  a  Family  Night  supper  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  DeRidder  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  June  6.  Mr.  Pearce  was  assigned  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Natchi¬ 
toches  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

ELMER  ALWIN  PARKER,  now  teaching  at 
the  University  of.  Arkansas  School  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  has  been  engaged  as  visiting  professor  in 
physics  for  the  summer  at  Centenary  College. 
He  holds  the  BS  degree  from  Northwestern  State 
College  at  Natchitoches  and  the  MS  degree  from 
Louisiana  State  University,  Baton  Rouge.  He 
also  has  done  advanced  work  at  the  University 
of  Michigan,  Michigan  State  and  the  University 
of  Colorado. 

A  CLUB  for  Older  Adults  called  the  XYZ  Club 
is  being  organized  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The  club  is  for  people  of 
60  and  over  and  the  charter  membership  list  is 
being  signed.  At  last  report  40  charter  members 
had  signed  the  roll.  A  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening,  June  13,  which  included 
fellowship,  recreation,  color  slides  of  the  Older 
Adult  Camp  at  Biloxi,  and  refreshments.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 

MISS  CARRIE  LOU  GODDARD,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religious  education  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  honored  in  the  July 
issue  of  The  Church  School.  The  magazine  cover 
features  a  pen  and  ink  portrait  of  Miss  Goddard. 
In  a  page-one  article,  Miss  Mary  Edna  Lloyd 
salutes  her  as  a  “teacher,  writer,  friend  of  chil¬ 
dren,  of  teachers  and  of  leaders-in-preparation.” 
Miss  Lloyd  is  editor  of  children’s  publications  for 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

DR.  EUGENE  CLAYTON  CALHOUN,  JR.,  has 
been  elected  president  of  Paine  College, 
Augusta,  Georgia,  and  will  assume  that  post  on 
June  15.  Elected  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  college,  Dr.  Calhoun  will  succeed  the  retiring 
president,  Dr.  Edmund  C.  Peters.  A  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China,  Dr.  Calhoun  was  evacuated 
from  that  country  in  1940  and  since  that  time 
has  held  pastorates  in  Florida  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  At  present  he  is  pastor  of  Riverside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Miami,  Florida. 

MISS  EULA  L.  CATO  was  installed  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Gretna  Methodist  Church  on  last 
Sunday  at  the  morning  service  with  Rev.  A.  B. 
Cavanaugh,  pastor  of  the  church,  officiating. 
Miss  Cato  has  served  as  recording  secretary  of 
the  society,  secretary  of  the  youth  organization, 
and  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  in  the 
Intermediate  Department.  She  is  also  a  member 
of  the  church  choir  and  is  a  counselor  at  the 
summer  youth  camp. 

REy.  RAY  BRANTON,  senior  in  the  School  of 
■theology  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  and  son  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lafayette  District,  was  the 
preacher  last  week  in  a  youth  revival  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Minden.  Partic¬ 
ipating  churches  were  Lakeview  Methodist,  St. 
John’s  Episcopal,  First  Presbyterian,  Pine  Grove- 
Pleasant  Valley  Methodist,  Doyline-Mclntyre 
Methodist  and  First  Methodist  Church  of  Min¬ 
den.  Lamar  Robertson  was  song  leader  and  di¬ 
rector  of  recreation. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  McLEAN,  former  pastor  of 
the  Barksdale  Methodist  Church,  will  join 
the  faculty  of  the  Centenary  College  Department 
of  Bible  next  September  with  the  rank  of  in¬ 
structor.  He  also  will  serve  as  director  of  re¬ 
ligious  life  on  the  campus.  Mr.  McLean  earned 
his  BA  degree  at  Southwestern  Louisiana  Insti¬ 
tute,  Lafayette,  and  his  BD  degree  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Texas.  He  served  as 
associate  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church  from  1953  to  1955,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  pastor  of  the  Barksdale  Church. 


DR.  WEBB  D.  POMEROY  has  been  appointed 
acting  head  of  the  Bible  Department  at 
Centenary  College  to  succeed  the  Rev.  William 
P.  Fraser.  Mr.  Fraser  was  appointed  pastor  0( 
the  Plaquemine-Grand  River  Charge  at  the  re¬ 
cent  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Pomeroy  is  assistant  pro. 
fessor  of  Bible  at  Centenary  and  earned  his  Ba 
degree  there.  He  received  his  BD  degree  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  and 
his  PhD  degree  from  the  University  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland. 

THF  WORLD  FEDERATION  OF  METHODIST 
WOMEN,  which  numbers  more  than  4,000- 
000  members  in  34  countries  will  hold  its  third 
quadrennial  meeting  August  27-31  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.  C.  The  meeting  of  officers  and 
delegates  has  been  scheduled  for  the  eve  of  the 
ninth  World  Methodist  Conference,  September 
1-13,  at  Lake  Junaluska^,  Miss  Ottilia  De  O’¬ 
Chaves  of  Porto  Alegre,  Brazil,  is  president  of 
the  federation.  The  secretary  is  Miss  Saturnina 
Lara  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  Mrs.  J.  tv. 
Masland,  Philadelphia,  is  treasurer. 

A  GROUND-BREAKING  ceremony  for  the 
new  $100,000  educational  building  of  the 
Blackwater  Methodist  Church  was  held  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  May  27.  Russell  Hausey,  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  church,  turned  the  first  spade 
of  dirt.  O.  K.  Sharp,  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  talked  briefly  on  the  significance  of 
the  occasion.  The  pastor,  Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor,  led 
the  prayer.  Work  has  begun  on  the  new  build¬ 
ing  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  six 
months.  The  building  will  contain  classrooms,  a 
fellowship  hall,  restrooms  and  kitchen  facilities. 

The  national  council  of  churches 

says  in  a  report  of  a  study  conference  held 
recently,  “Military  spending  has  a  way  of  main¬ 
taining  its  own  momentum.  There  is  a  latent 
fear  that  the  reduction  of  military  spending  will 
mean  a  general  depression  and  a  reduction  in 
the  share  of  our  abundance.  We,  as  Christians, 
recognize  that  the  security  of  America  can  be 
built  more  effectively  through  the  development 
of  economic  resources  in  other  nations,  than  by 
building  of  military  bases  and  the  equipping  of 
indigenous  armies.” 

JEROME  HINES,  Metropolitan  Opera  basso,  and 
his  wife,  Lucia  Evangelista,  spend  many 
Saturday  nights  at  a  Salvation  Army  mission  in 
New  York  City,  singing  and  helping  derelict  and 
homeless  men.  A  plan  to  extend  their  missionary 
activities  through  the  composition  and  perform¬ 
ance  of  sacred  music  drama  bore  fruit  recently 
when  Mr.  Hines’  own  music  drama,  “I  Am  the 
Way,”  was  performed  at  the  Salvation  Army 
Temple  on  West  14th  Street,  New  York.  The 
drama  depicted  five  scenes  from  the  life  of 
Christ.  Mr.  Hines  himself  took  the  role  of  Jesus. 

BISHOPS  HONORED  IN  NEW 

EWHA  BUILDING 

A  $500,000  “Grand  Auditorium,”  said  to  be 
the  largest  in  South  Korea,  was  dedicated  May 
31  on  the  campus  of  Ewha  Woman’s  University 
in  Seoul  in  honor  of  two  Methodist  bishops,  one 
Korean  and  one  American. 

Dedicated  as  a  part  of  the  seventieth  anni¬ 
versary  celebration  at  the  Methodist-sponsored 
university,  the  auditorium  will  seat  3,500  of 
Ewha’s  4,800  students.  The  bishops  in  whose 
names  the  building  was  dedicated  are  Bishop 
Herbert  Welch  of  New  York,  at  93  the  senior 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  Bishop  J-  Sj 
Ryang,  first  bishop  of  the  Korean  Methods 
Church.  Bishop  Hyungki  J.  Lew,  present  bishop 
of  the  Korean  church,  conducted  the  dedication' 
Other  events  of  the  dedication  and  the  sev¬ 
entieth  anniversary  observance  were  an  address 
by  President  Syngman  Rhee  and  the  awarding 
of  eight  honorary  doctors’  degrees,  four  of  them 
to  American  women. 

Bishop  Welch  was  the  first  resident  bishop 
for  Korea  of  the  former  Methodist  EpiscoP3 
Church,  having  served  from  1916  to  1928.  He  w3 
decorated  by  the  Korean  Government  in  " 
Bishop  Ryang,  who  was  captured  by  the  coin 
munists  in  1950  and  has  not  been  heard  f10 
since,  was  elected  the  first  bishop  of  the  Koie 
Methodist  Church  (an  autonomous  church  3 
filiated  with  the  Methodist  Church)  and  serv 
eight  years. 
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ST  PAUL'S  CHURCH 
IN  NEW  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  BUILDING 

gt.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  held 
the  formal  opening  of  the  new 
Church  School  building  on  Sunday, 
jjay  20th.  Completed  at  a  cost  of 
$75,000  the  structure  adds  5,500 
square  feet  and  comprises  two  wings 
to  the  present  building. 

The  children’s  wing  provides 
space  for  new  Kindergarten  and 
primary  departments  with  a  fenced 
play  ground  area  for  small  children. 
The  youth  wing  will  provide  Church 
School  and  recreational  facilities  for 
the  Intermediate  and  Senior  Depart¬ 
ments.  It  includes  classrooms,  a 
scout  room,  a  hobby  room,  and  a 
large  recreation  room.  An  outdoor 
patio  and  playground  area  complete 
the  facilities.  The  entire  building  is 
air-conditioned. 

The  addition  of  this  building 
marks  the  second  step  in  the  fast¬ 
growing  church’s  expansion  pro¬ 
gram.  Recently  the  church  pur¬ 
chased  a  300x300  foot  lot  north  of 
the  present  location.  A  master  plan 
calls  for  future  development  of  addi¬ 
tional  church  school  space,  , a  church 
sanctuary,  administrative  offices, 
and  a  parking  lot  on  this  property. 

Members  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee  are:  Joe  M.  Powell,  chairman; 
Kent  Beard,  G.  L.  Morgan,  J.  W. 
Usrey,  E.  Shelby  Hill,  L.  Slade 
Brown,  T.  R.  Henry,  Jr.,  Thomas  A. 
Pitt,  Benton  M.  Wakefield,  Jr.,  and 
Ben  Oliphint,  the  pastor. 


Homecoming  At 
Stonewall 

The  first  annual  homecoming  at 
Stonewall  Methodist  Church  i  n 
suburban  Shreveport  was  held 
Sunday,  June  3rd.  Three  women 
were  honored,  all  above  eighty, 
who  had  been  for  half  a  century 
members  of  this  church;  Mrs.  W. 
L.  Gilmer’s  tribute  was  given  by 
Bob  Midyett,  Jr.;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Wil¬ 
liamson  given  by  Miss  Perrylyn 
Midyett,  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Middleton’s 
by  Miss  Dianne  Cathey. 

Following  a  sermon  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  T.  O.  Rorie,  dinner  was  served 
to  about  300  people  in  the  High 
School  gymnasium.  Perhaps  50  per¬ 
sons  were  unable  to  get  into  the 
church  and  stood  outside.  The  af¬ 
fair  will  be  continued  as  a  home¬ 
coming  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
June.  Fifty  visitors  were  from  out 
of  town  and  included  Mayor  George 
Bowdon  and  Mrs.  Bowdon  from 
Alexandria,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Berry  who  recently  gave  $12,000  to 
go  to  rebuilding  the  church. 


FORMER  CHARLAIN 
HEADS  COMMISSION 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
in  Leonia,  N.  J.  1941-49.  He  then  be¬ 
came  superintendent  of  the  Jersey 
City  district  where  he  served  until 
he  came  to  Washington  a  year  ago. 

The  new  general  secretary  suc¬ 
ceeds  D.  Stewart  Patterson,  a  lay- 
man  who  headed  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Chaplains  since  it 
was  founded  shortly  after  Pearl 
Harbor.  Mr.  Patterson  was  recently 
made  general  secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Camp  Activities  to  su¬ 
pervise  its  enlarged  program. 

While  a  chaplain,  Dr.  McLaughlin 
served  in  Western  Flying  Training, 
California,  Materiel  Command  and 
Wright  -  Patterson  Field,  Dayton, 


Miss  Murry  Heads 
Conference  MYF 

Miss  Sally  Murry  of  New  Orleans 
is  the  new  president  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
succeeding  Delton  Pickering  of 
Houston,  Tex.,  a  ministerial  student 
at  Centenary  College. 

The  election  of  new  officers  was 
the  'climax  of  the  five-day  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  state  organization,  held 
last  week  on  the  campus  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  Approximately  150 
delegates,  representing  churches 
throughout  the  state,  were  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Jay  Koonce  of  Sulphur  was  elec¬ 
ted  vice  president  to  succeed  Don 
Seeling  of  Alexandria,  unsuccess¬ 
ful  candidate  for  the  presidency 
this  year.  Gwen  John  of  Monroe 
was  re-elected  to  the  post  of  sec¬ 
retary,  and  Charles  Souter  of  Sul¬ 
phur  was  elected  treasurer,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Suzanne  Lindsey  of  Ber¬ 
nice. 

Morning  devotional  periods  open¬ 
ed  each  day’s  program  and  werre 
under  the  direction  of  Stephen  An- 
dry  of  New  Orleans.  Dan  Morse  of 
Tallulah  served  as  song  leader. 
Committee  sessions  and  work  per¬ 
iods  occupied  most  of  the  day  hours, 
and  guests  speakers  addressed  the 
group  in  the  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  each  evening. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Browne,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Houston,  spoke  Monday 
evening  on  the  convention  theme, 
“Be  ThoU  My  Vision.”  The  Tues¬ 
day  evening  speaker  was  Miss  Vir¬ 
ginia  Bobbitt  of  Coushatta,  winner 
of ,  the  state-wide  essay  contest 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Temperance.  She  read  her  prize¬ 
winning  essay  on  alcohol  and  its 
effects. 

Dr.  John  J.  Rasmussen,  pastor 
of  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
of  Shreveport,  was  the  Wednesday 
speaker,  and  the  Rev.  Douglas  Mc¬ 
Guire,  pastor  of  Parkview  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Shreveport,  spoke  on 
Thursday. 


WESLEY  CHURCH  GIVES 
BANQUET  FOR  MYF 

All  members  of  the  Youth  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria.,  gathered  in  the  beau¬ 
tifully  decorated  banquet  Halls  of 
the  Church  on  Monday  evening, 
May  28,  1956,  where  they  were  giv¬ 
en  a  banquet  by  the  members  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  especially  honoring  those 
who  will  be  entering  high  school 
this  fall. 

Mrs.  Miles  Gammil,  Counselor  of 
the  Youth  Division,  was  general 
chairman  of  the  Committee.  Lee 
Brewster  acted  as  Master  of  Cere¬ 
monies.  The  guest  speaker  of  the 
evening  was  City  Judge  George  M. 
Foote  who  delivered  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  talk,  using  as  his  subject 
“DELINQUENCY.”  Miss  Roberta 
Bromley,  musician  of  Bolton  High 
School,  favored  the  group  with  vo¬ 
cal  selections  accompanied  by  Miss 
Carol  Ann  White.  Four  senior  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  youth  group:  Linda 
Poynter,  Sandra  Hickman.  Erbie 
Lee  Moak  and  Dexter  Ryland  gave 
a  skit  showing  the  honored  guests 
what  to  look  forward  to  on  entering 
the  portals  of  High  School.  F61k 
songs  led  by  Mrs.  T.  C.  Young  added 
much  merriment  to  the  occasion.  — 
Nanee  White,  Publicity  Chairman. 

Ohio.  He  has  traveled  widely. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  McLaughlin  have  a 
daughter,  Frances  Anne,  22,  and  a 
son,  John  Richard,  17. 
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CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
NEWS 

Dr.  John  R.  Willingham,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  English  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  and  Dr.  Lee  Morgan, 
assistant  professor,  are  serving  as 
visiting  professors  for  the  summer 
at  Sam  Houston  State  Teachers’ 
College  in  Huntsville,  Tex.  Dr. 
Willingham  i  s  teaching  American 
literature,  and  Dr.  Morgan  is 
specializing  in  linguistics. 


Dr.  Leroy  Vogel,  dean  of  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  was  guest  speaker 
last  week  at  the  luncheon  high¬ 
lighting  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Louisiana  Pharmaceutical  Assn, 
in  Shreveport.  Dr.  Vogel  spoke  on 
the  topic,  “The  College  of  the  Fu¬ 
ture.” 


The  Universal  Oil  Products  Co. 
of  Des  Plaines,  Ill.,  has  given  $2,- 
000  to  Centenary  College  to  assist 
in  chemistry  education.  The  check 
was  presented  by  C.  D.  Sims,  sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  Shreveport  plant 
of  Universal  Polychem,  manufac¬ 
turing  division  of  UOP.  One-half 
the  sum  will  be  used  to  continue 
advanced  scholarships  in  chemistry, 
and  the  remainder  will  be  used  to 
help  meet  operating  costs  of  the 
chemistry  department,  headed  by 
Dr.  John  B.  Entrikin.  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle,  president  of  Centenary,  ex¬ 
pressed  the  gratitude,  of  the  college 
to  the  company. 


Dr.  Ralph  Squires,  director  of  the 
Music  school  at  Centenary  College, 
left  yesterday  from  Quebec,  Cana¬ 
da,  for  a  two-month  tour  of  Europe. 
He  plans  to  attend  the  Alfred  Cor¬ 
tot  lectures  on  Schumann  while  in 
Paris,  attend  the  music  festival  in 
Halzburg  and  spend  more  time  in 
Stratford,  England,  while  the 
Shakespeare  festival  is  in  progress. 
He  will  return  to  Shreveport  on 
Aug.  18. 


Ted  Pebworth  of  Homer  has  been 
elected  president  of  Sigma  T  a  u 


Delta,  honor  society  for  college 
writers  at  Centenary  College,  for 
the  1956-57  school  year.  Florice 
Smith  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  is  the 
new  vice  president,  and  Gail  Martin 
of  Shreveport  will  serve  as  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer. 


Bill  Oliver  of  Scottsville,  Tex., 
will  serve  as  president  of  Alpha 
Sigma  Pi,  freshman-sophomore 
honor  society,  at  Centenary  College 
during  the  next  school  year.  Cecile 
Plummer  of  Shreveport  was  elec¬ 
ted  vice  president,  and  Marcella 
Flynt  of  Baton  Rouge  was  chosen 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Dr.  E.  M. 
Clark  is  faculty  sponsor. 


Doug  Mooty,  who  has  been  head 
basketball  coach  anrd  freshman 
football  coach  at  North  Caddo  High 
School  in  Vivian  during  the  past 
year,  has  been  engaged  as  instruc¬ 
tor  in  physical  education  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  where  he  formerly 
starred  on  the  basketball  team.  He 
is  a  brother  of  Coach  Harold 
Mooty  of  the  Centenary  staff  -and, 
with  his  brothers,  Harold  and  Joe, 
was  active  in  the  athletic  program 
on  the  campus. 


BAYOU  CHICOT 
PASTOR  HONORED 

Members  of  the  Chicot  Methodist 
Church  met  on  Wednesday  evening, 
June  6,  and  served  a  supper  in 
honor  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  H.  D. 
Fisher,  upon  his  return  to  the 
charge.  A  large  crowd  from  other 
nearby  churches  were  present,  in¬ 
cluding  the  pastor  of  the  Bayou 
Chicot  Baptist  Church  and  his  fam¬ 
ily. 

After  a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  Mr. 
Fisher,  on  “The  Promises  of  God,” 
all  gathered  in  the  newly-built 
recreational  hall  where  about  100 
enjoyed  the  fellowship  and  the 
meal. 

A 1 1  members  pledged  renewed 
support  for  the  year  1956-57,  ac¬ 
cording  to  report. 


Louisiana  Minister  Has  Book  Off  Press 


The  book,  To  God  Alone,  written 
by  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson,  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Marks- 
ville,  is  off  the  press,  having  been 
published  by  the  College  Publish¬ 
ing  Company  of  Daytona  Beach, 
Florida. 

The  book,  which  is  the  first  to  be 
written  by  Mr.  Robertson,  is  a  story 
of  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  the 
Jews  to  their  God,  despite  constant 
reverses  on  the  field  of  battle.  It  is 
a  translation  of  the  Jewish  battle 
cry  with  which  the  patriots  threw 
themselves  into  battle  against  su¬ 
perior  Roman  forces  with  the  con¬ 
viction  that,  if  their  loyalty  mea¬ 
sured  up,  God  would  intervene  for 
them.  Constant  reverses,  mass  exe¬ 
cutions  by  crucifixion,  and  cruel 
retaliation  did  not  crush  the  spirit 
of  these  people.  The  principal  char¬ 
acters  and  incidents  are  historical, 
although  fiction  was  employed  to 
complete  the  story  of  family  love 
and  loyalty. 

Mr.  Robertson  first  decided  to 
write  the  book  when  he  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Emory  University  and  spent 
several  years  in  research.  He  is  a 
Louisiana  man  who  was  graduated 
from  Louisiana  State  University 
and  has  spent  20  years  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  -ministry  in  the  state.  He  has 
served  pastorates  in  Houma,  Slidell, 
Winnsboro,  Oakdale,  Melville,  and 
Farmerville  and  his  present  pastor¬ 
ate,  Marksville.  He  has  been  one  of 


Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 


the  promoters  of  the  program  of 
The  Louisiana  Methodist  and  Metho¬ 
dist  Information,  having  served  on 
the  Publishing  Committee  since  the 
beginning  of  the  present  publishing 
arrangement. 

To  God  Alone  is  available  for 
$3.00  through  local  bookstores  or 
the  publisher,  College  Publishing 
Company,  Box  1012,  Daytona  Beach, 
Florida.  The  author  will  be  glad  to 
autograph  all  copies  ordered  direct 
from  him  at  Marksville. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 

FALL  ACTION  PROJECT 


Youth  To  Aid  30 
Mission  Centers 

Thirty  institutions  and  other  pro¬ 
jects  of  the  Department  of  Work  in 
Home  Fields  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service  have  been 
approved  as  projects  related  to  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund  for  1956-57. 

“The  Methodist  Youth  Fund,” 
states  Miss  Helen  L.  Johnson,  sec¬ 
retary  of  Youth  Work,  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  “is  an  important 
part  of  the  unified  program  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 
Through  the  MYFund  members  of 
the  MYF  contribute  to  a  program 
of  missions,  Christian  education  and 
youth  work  at  home  and  abroad. 

“The  fund  is  a  concrete  expression 
of  cooperation  and  has  the  enthus¬ 
iastic  support  of  youth  and  adult 
leaders  alike.  The  gradual  increase 
in  its  receipts  over  the  years  is  a 
testimony  to  the  soundness  of  the 
philosophy  of  unified  giving  as  pro¬ 
moted  through  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fund.” 

Woman’s  Division  home  projects 
to  benefit  from  the  MYFund  during 
the  coming  fiscal  year  include  12 
community  centers,  3  schools,  2  day 
schools,  2  hospitals  and  a  clinic,  3 
rural  work  projects,  4  social  work 
projects  and  the  deaconess  training 
program.  Interdenominational  work 
listed  includes  migrant  work  and 
support  of  religious  education  direc¬ 
tors  in  American  Indian  schools. 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Austin 

The  Austin  Sub-District  met  in 
the  Mt.  Tabor  Church  on  April  16 
with  75  in  attendance. 

The  following  officers  were  elec¬ 
ted  to  serve  for  the  coming  year: 
President,  Janet  Golbeck;  vice- 
president,  Linda  Nipper;  secretary, 
Louise  Lasiter;  treasurer,  Della 
Rowley;  reporter,  Mary  Lou  Gar¬ 
nett;  song  leader,  Marlene  Moore; 
recreation  leaders,  Lavonne  Easley 
and  Jo  Ann  Kinley. 

Refreshments  were  served  follow¬ 
ing  the  social  hour.  —  Mary  Lou 
Garnett. 

Polk  County 

The  Polk  County^  Sub-District 
held  a  candlelight  installation  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  officers  who  are  to 
serve  this  conference  year. 

Rev.  Charles  Simpson  led  in  the 
installation  service.  He  outlined  the 
duties  of  each  office.  Officers  in¬ 
stalled  were:  Maxine  Crane,  Mt. 
View  Church,  president;  Betty  Ste¬ 
venson,  Hatfield  Church,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Gwenith  Williams,  Mena  First 
Church,  secretary- treasurer;  Joyce 
Deramus,  Cherry  Hill  Church,  re¬ 
porter,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon 
Rodgers,  Mena,  counselors.  —  Gwen¬ 
ith  Williams. 

Paul  E.  Martin  Intermediate 

New  officers  have  been  elected 
for  the  Paul  E.  Martin  Intermediate 
Sub-District  of  the  Ft.  Smith  Dis¬ 
trict.  They  are:  President,  Jeanie 
Streetman,  First  Methodist  Church 
Ft.  Smith;  vice-president,  Jimmy 
Cox,  Grand  Avenue,  Ft.  Smith; 
treasurer,  Angee  Evans,  St.  Johns, 
Van  Buren;  secretary,  Sarah  Teet- 


The  Fall  Action  Project  for  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  for  1956 
is  a  plan  to  help  the  largest  possible 
number  of  seniors  and  older  youth 
make  a  commitment  to  abstain  from 
the  use  of  beverage'  alcohol. 

The  project  is  sponsored  by  the 
Youth  Department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Board 
of  Temperance.  It  is  being  directed 
by  the  Rev.  Glenn  Mingledorff  of 
the  Youth  Department  staff. 

Theme  of  the  project  is  “Drinking 
and  Christian  Living.”  Intensive  ac¬ 
tion  will  begin  October  28  (World 
Temperance  Sunday)  and  will  end 
December  9  (Sunday  after  Commit¬ 
ment  Sunday). 

It  is  expected  that  each  of  the 
39,000  local  Methodist  churches  will 
participate  in  the  project  because 
of  the  gravity  of  the  liquor  menace. 

Mr.  Mingledorff  has  written  to 
those  of  the  church’s  youth  workers 
who  will  be  engaged  in  various  sum¬ 
mer  enterprises  that  “our  summer 
youth  agenices  can  serve  in  a  vital 
way  to  bring  the  Fall  Action  Pro¬ 
ject  into  maturity  by  presenting  it 
m  an  effective  manner.” 

Also,  a  packet'  of  materials  for 
use  in  the  project  is  now  available. 
Among  other  materials  the  packet 
contains:  a  “suggestions”  leaflet  out¬ 
lining  the  project  in  detail;  reading 
lists  bearing  on  the  alcohol  prob¬ 
lem;  a  poster;  and  a  Commitment 
Worship  Service.  The  packet  is  25 
cents.  It  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 

The  suggestions  leaflet  (2452-B) 
contained  in  the  packet  is  free  and 
may  be  ordered  from  the  Service 
Department  or  from  your  confer¬ 
ence  executive  secretary. 


MONTICELLO  DISTRICT 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  Monticello  District  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  elected  officers 
on  May  29.  They  are:  Pres.,  Betty 
Hinds,  Crossett;  vice-president,  Lin¬ 
da  Rice,  Tillar;  secretary,  Jamie 
Clark,  Fordyce;  treasurer,  Mary  Ann 
Law,  Monticello;’  publicity,  Mary. 
Ruth  Price,  Dumas;  Faith,  Annette 
Crockett,  Dermott;  Witness,  James 
Paul  Vinson,  Lake  Village;  Citizen¬ 
ship,  Mary  Wheeler  Prewitt,  Mc- 
Gehee;  Outreach,  Carolyn  Johnson, 
Monticello;  Fellowship,  Judy  Mc- 
Kenney,  Monticello. 

These  officers  received  their  train¬ 
ing  last  week  at  Camp  Tanako.  — 
Reporter. 


INSTALLATION  AT  GRAND 
AVENUE,  STUTTGART 

The  Senior  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Grand  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Stuttgart,  installed  officers 
for  the  coming  year  on  Sunday 
morning,  June  3.  They  are:  Presi- 
dent,  Jack  Jacobs;  vice-president, 

ers,  First  Church,  Van  Buren;  cor¬ 
responding  secretary,  Carol  Swift, 
Goddard  Memorial,  Ft.  Smith;  spon¬ 
sor,  Rev.  Earl  Hughes,  Massard 
Church,  Ft.  Smith. 

These  new  officers  will  be  install¬ 
ed  at  a  service  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Ft.  Smith  on  June 
12.  —  Reporter. 


Crusade  M.D.  To 
Serve  Fellow  Mexicans 

Speaking  to  the  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
church’s  Crusade  Scholarship  pro¬ 
gram,  Dr.  Hector  H.  Coronado  of 
Mexico  said:  “My  utmost  desire  af¬ 
ter  I  finish  my  studies  here  is  to 
serve  my  living  God  through  the 
field  of  medicine,  as  I  have  made 
it  known  to  my  father,  who  for 
more  than  35  years  has  served  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Mexico  and  is 
now  retired  but  is  still  working  in 
the  field  of  Christ.” 

Dr.  Coronado,  whose  study  as  a 
Crusade  Scholar  ended  in  May,  has 
desired  ever  since  childhood  “to 
serve  God  and  humanity  by  means 
of  medicine.”  After  receiving  a 
bachelor’s  degree  he  assisted  in  the 
health  center  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
of  the  Green  Cross  in  Monterrey, 
Mexico.  While  in  medical  school  he 
worked  in  a  free  consultation  clinic 
of  the  Salvation  Army. 

In  1954  he  was  an  intern  in  Sana- 
torio  Palmore  (Palmore  Hospital) 
in  Chihuahua,  an  institution  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Division  of  World 
Missions  and  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service1  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Missions.  In  1955  he 
was  a  resident  physician  at  Palmore. 

Dr.  Coronado’s  study  in  the  U. 
S.  has  been  a  postgraduate  course 
in  radiology  and  cancerology  at 
Cook  County  Hospital,  Chicago.  He 
says,  “I  sincerely  hope  that  all  the 
knowledge  I  shall  acquire  in  this 
country  can  be  shared  with  my  be¬ 
loved  citizens  in  Mexico,  especially 
the  Palmore  Hospital  where  Miss 
Pearl  L.  Hall  is  a  director,  a  nurse 
who  is  very  active,  and  who  has 
helped  the  Mexican  people  for  many 
years.” 

Another  reason  for  Dr.  Coronado’s 
eagerness  to  return  to  Mexico  is 
that  he  expects  to  be  married  in  the 
fall. 


CHRISTIAN  VOCATIONS 

“Our  chief  hope  for  securing  the 
leadership  required  to  fulfill  our 
Christian  mission  lies  in  effective 
recruitment  of  our  Methodist  youth. 
The  General  Conference  of  1948 
created  the  Interboard  Committee 
on  Christian  Vocations  which  is  the 
recruitment  arm  of  ten  cooperating 
Boards  arid  agencies  of  the  Church. 
It  brings  the  call  of  full-time  Chris¬ 
tian  service  to  the  hearts  of  our 
young  people  at  the  local  church 
level.  Last  year  almost  29,000  young 
people  in  73  annual  conferences 
participated  in  Christian  vocations 
institutes.  The  necessity  for  thus 
developing  leadership  in  the  Church 
in  other  countries  and  the  present 
appeals  for  leadership  in  the  Church 
wtihin  the  United  States  call  for  in¬ 
creased  attention  to  the  recruitment 
and  preparation  of  our  young  people 
for  Christian  life  service.”  —  From 
the  Episcopal  Address.  1956  General 
Conference. 


Clark  Roth;  secretary  -  treasurer, 
Sara  Jo  Essex;  Methodist  Youth 
Fund  treasurer,  David  Bormann; 
reporter,  Mary  Sue  Grandgeorge; 
song  leader,  G.  W.  Sorrells;  assis¬ 
tant,  Harriet  Hoskyn;  pianist,  Sue 
Spicer,  and  assistant,  Sondra  Wood. 

Program  Area  chairman  are: 
Christian  Faith,  Warren  Paul  Mc¬ 
Collum;  Christian  Witness,  Edith 
Meins;  Christian  Outreach,  Sherry 
Brown;  Christian  Citizenship, 
George  Woodruff,  and  Christian 
Fellowship,  G.  W.  Sorrells.  —  Mary 
Sue  Grandgeorge. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

PRICKED  CONSCIENCE 
PAYS  OFF 

Well,  it’s  happened  again.  The 
belief  that  there  is  a  resurgence  of 
religious  interest  and  devotion  has 
received  additional  testimony.  This 
time  from  government  officials  who 
report  that  payments  by  anonymous, 
guilt-stricken  citizens  into  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  “conscience  fund”  have 
taken  quite  an  upsurge. 

You  will  recall  that  the  conscience 
fund  was  set  up  to  receive  cash, 
checks,  and  money  orders  sent  hi 
by  persons  who  keep  their  identities 
secret  but  want  to  make  up  for 
having  cheated  the  government,  us¬ 
ually  on  income  tax  payments.  The 
fund  has  been  averaging  $10,000  per 
year.  However,  on  April  22nd,  30 
$100  bills  were  received  in  an  envel¬ 
ope  postmarked  Chicago.  This  3000 
bucks  added  to  the  $1,412  in  con¬ 
science  balm  already  received  this 
year,  indicates  the  fund  is  having 
its  biggest  year.  Officials  believe 
that  most  of  the  money  comes  from 
“very  religious  people”  and  the  for¬ 
eign  born  who  are  afraid  of  going 
to  jail.  Frequently  the  checks  are 
made  out  by  a  priest  or  a  friend. 

Sometimes  there  are  notes  of  ex¬ 
planation.  One  explained  that  he 
was  a  comparatively  recent  arrival 
in  the  USA  and  didn’t  know  how 
taxes  worked.  When  he  found  out, 
he  had  already  disobeyed  the  law 
and  didn’t  dare  report  it  to  the  of¬ 
ficials.  “To  clear  my  conscience(l) 
I  am  sending  now  $100.  I  believe 
this  will  cover  the  taxes  I  owe.”  It 
was  signed  “a  foreigner.”  One  pa¬ 
triotic  citizen  didn’t  want  to  cause 
the  government  difficulty  by  filing 
a  revised  return  since  it  would  in¬ 
volve  the  extended  time  of  a  gov¬ 
ernment  employee.  He  signed  his 
note,  “A  Fairfax  (Va.)  county  friend 
of  efficient  government.”  (By  the 
way,  that  county  is  efficient,  they 
used  to  have  the  best  (or  worst) 
“speed-trap”  in  the  country.  $14.25 
per  throw.  I  know.) 

The  poetical  contribution  which 
accompanied  one  payment  especially 
interested  me: 

“For  something  once  taken 
“For  which  there  was  no  pay, 
Please  keep  this  amount 
So  at  peace  I  may  lay” 

Largest  single  contribution  was 
received  last  year.  It  was  $5,000,  in 
cash!  And  then  there’s  the  fellow 
who  for  two  years  has  been  sending 
$4.00  per  week.  Officials  report  his 
letter  and  cash  arrive  every  Monday 
morning. 

Well,  this  is  being  written  just 
after  yours"  truly  paid  off  what  I 
“owe  to  the  government  store,”  And 
“What  do  you  get?”  You  know.  A 
reminder  that  June  15  is  coming. 
But,  apart  from  the  human  interest 
in  this  Conscience  Fund,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  it  could  serve  to  remind 
young  folks  who  may  not  be  in  the 
tax-paying  game  officially  yet,  that 
these  folks  are  the  exceptions  and 
that’s  why  it’s  news.  The  typical 
American  may  grouse  about  his 
taxes  but  he  pays  them.  He  may 
fuss  about  moral  codes  that  call  for 
integrity  in  character  and  practice 
but  he  pretty  well  sticks  to  them. 
Could  be  the  churches  and  other 
moral  welfare  agencies  are  doing  a 
good  job.  This  I  do  know,  the  church 
can  help  you  keep  your  Christian 
conscience  alive  in  all  areas  of  life 
and  experience,  and  you’ll  never 
have  to  contribute  anonymously 
any  conscience  fund! 
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OBITUARIES 

EZELL  —  Mrs.  Hazel  Smith  Ezell 
passed  away  on  March  19,  1956,  She 
was  bom  near  Homer,  Louisiana,  in 
Claiborne  Parish  on  February  3, 
1909.  She  was  converted  in  early 
life,  uniting  with  the  Methodist - 
Church  and  remained  a  faithful 
member  until  her  death.  Her  life 
was  one  of  great  faith  in  her  Heav¬ 
enly  Father.  She  stood  for  the  best 
and  highest  ideals  in  life,  and  was 
able  to  aid  and  comfort  those  about 
her  in  matters  of  religion. 

During  her  continued  illness  she 
bore  it  with  patience  and  often  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  to  go  on  to  be  with 
her  Lord.  She  had  dedicated  her 
life  to  the  teaching  profession,  hav¬ 
ing  taught  for  20  years  in  various 
high  schools  in  Louisiana.  She  loved 
teaching  because  she  loved  boys  and 
girls.  No  task  was  too  great  if  by 
some  measure  she  was  able  to  help 
some  boy  or  girl  who  needed  guid¬ 
ance. 

Survivors  include  her  husband, 
Rex  Ezell;  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Clin¬ 
ton  Fortenberry;  two  grandchildren, 
Lynn  and  David  of  Transylvania, 
Louisiana;  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joe  G.  Smith,  Minden;  three  sisters, 
Mrs.  Turner  Almand  and  Miss  Helen 
Smith  of  Minden  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Daugherty  of  Magnolia,  Arkansas; 
a  brother,  Theran  Smith,  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  Transylvania 
school  of  which  she  was  a  member 
of  the  faculty.  Her  pastor,  Rev.  T. 
M.  Lancaster,  assisted  by  Rev.  O.  G. 
Cannon  and  Rev.  Marvin  Stone, 
conducted  the  service.  Her  body  is 
now  at  rest  in  the  Epps  cemetery. 
—  Her  Mother. 


HARREL— Countless  friends  and  a 
devoted  family  were  saddened  on 
May  8  when  Mrs.  N.  D.  Harrel’s 
long  rich  life  came  to  an  end,  a 
life  in  which  Christian  principles 
were  lived.  Mrs.  Harrel  lived  at 
Lewisville  where  she  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  62 
years. 

On  the  morning  when  death  ap¬ 
proached  she  had  gathered  roses 
from  her  flower  garden  and  carried 
them  to  a  sick  friend.  Eighty-six 
years  of  living  each  day  had  not 
dampened  her  zest  for  life  and  her 
love  of  people. 

She  was  One  of  those  ageless  pil¬ 
lars  of  strength  on  whom  each 
minister  of  her  church  who  came 
and  went  depended. 

We  live  in  a  world  of  calls  that 
are  continually  vying  for  our  at¬ 
tention.  In  the  life  of  Mrs.  Harrel 
we  find  one  who  dared  to  follow 
the  highest  of  these  calls.  Partak¬ 
ing  of  the  same  humility  and  self- 
forgetfulness  that  Christ  showed, 
she  gave  herself  to  those  around  her 
and  the  writer  is  confident  that  her 
belief  in  the  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  inspired  her  heart  to  say,  “Do 
not  fear  and  do  not  grieve  for  me.  I 
shall  not  die!  I  am  like  a  forest  oak 
which  many  suns  have  seasoned; 
nay  body  will  be  a  little  heap  of 
ashes  upon  a  hearth,  but  my  soul 
will  rise  in  flames  that  leap  and 
soar  and  seek  the  stars.  Do  not  fear 
and  do  not  weep,  my  dear,  when 
death  stoops  to  light  the  fire.” — 
Marjorie  Walker. 


DURHAM  —  Mrs.  Mittie  Durham, 
wife  of  Rev.  S.  L.  Durham,  retired 
member  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  and  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  W.  Lewis,  was  born  near  Gra¬ 
nada,  Miss.,  on  July  22,  1882.  She 
was  married  to  Samuel  L.  Durham 
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on  November  19,  1899)  and  together 
they  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist '  Church  and  received 
their  first  appointment  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1912.  She  took  the  part  of  a 
minister’s  wife  in  a  most  beautiful 
way  by  encouraging  and  helping 
her  husband  and  keeping  the  par¬ 
sonage  in  a  fine  way.  She  joined 
the  Methodist  Church  in  early  life 
and  lived  a  devoted  Christian  all 
her  life. 

This  union  was  blessed  with  12 
children  but  only  five  survive'  her. 
They  are  Wilson,  Dewey,  Hazel, 
Lois  and  Eunice. 

The  writer  has  known  her  from 
birth.  She  was  his  niece  with  not 
very  much  difference  in  ages.  We 
played  together  in  childhood  and 
grew  up  together  and  I  can  say 
she  was  a  Christian  all  her  life.  She 
lived  to  inspire  others  and  to  glori¬ 
fy  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Mrs.  Durham  passed  away  early 
on  the  morning  of  May  7.  Funeral 
services  were  held  on  May  8  in 
Mount  Moriah  Church  by  Rev.  L. 
O.  Lee  and  Rev.  T.  M.  Armstrong. 

She  had  lived  a  long  and  useful 
life.  She  walked  with  God  and  God 
took  her  as  He  did  Enoch  of  old. 
Her  life  was  a  continuous  blessing 
to  others. — W.  C.  Lewis. 

. —  ...  - 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas,  the  death  of  Alva  E. 
Carroll,  of  Logansport,  La.  on  May 
26,  1956,  has  caused  a  great  loss  to 
our  Men’s  Bible  Class,  and  con¬ 
siderable  sorrow  not  only  to  his 
immediate  family  and  this  Class 
but  to  the  community  and  his  many 
friends;  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Carroll  has  devo¬ 
ted  the  major  part  of  his  life  to 
Christian  duty,  and  particularly  to 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Logansport,  La.,  having  faithfully 
served  this  Church  for  over  3  5 
years  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Stewards,  and  a  member  of  our 
Class  since  its  beginning,  and 

Whereas,  he  not  only  gave  the 
Church  the  benefit  of  his  time  and 
talents,  but  also  found  time  to 
energetically  serve  this  communi¬ 
ty  in  numerous  high  capacities  with 
civic,  fraternal  and  business  orgi- 
nizations,  and  observing  his  pass¬ 
ing,  we  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
memory  and  his  accomplishments, 
an  dextend  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
his  family  and  friends;  therefore; 

Bo  It  Resolved,  that  this  memor¬ 
ial  be  spread  upon  the  record  of 
this  Class  and  that  Mr.  Carroll’s 
family  be  advised  of  this. — Men’s 
Class,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Logansport,  La. 

Approved;  June  3,  1956 

By  Norrell  Thomas 
T.  P.  Calhoun 
Com.  on  Resolution 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 

INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able-  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

ER  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


COLOMBIAN  PERSECUTION 
CONTINUING  ACCORDING 
TO  REPORTS 

'  (Continued  from  page  2) 

cause  of  their  religious  faith  and 
more  than  200  schools  closed  by  the 
government. 

The  Newsletter  has  been  distri¬ 
buted  by  the  Committee  to  officials 
of  its  37  cooperating  denominations 
throughout  the  U.S.  and  to  mission¬ 
ary  and  national  workers  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  in  Latin  America. 


HOME  SEWERS  WANTED1 

$200.  Monthly  Possible,  Sewing  Babywear— 
Play-Time  Dresses;  lacing  Leather  Moc¬ 
casins!  New  Baby  Sandals!  No  house  to 
house  selling!  Rush  stamped,  self-addrees- 
ed  envelope  for  further  detailsl 

BABYWEAR,  WARSAW  39,  INDIANA 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Lillie  Rock,  Arkansas 


A  picture  of  a  man 
who  owns  the  Electric  Companies 


Year-old  Alexander  Maier  is  one  of  the  newest  of  the 
94  million  owners  of  America’s  independent  electric 
light  and  power  companies. 

Alexander’s  father  has  bought  his  son  seven  shares 
of  stock  in  their  local  power  company  as  a  first-year 
birthday  present.  This  makes  young. Alexander  one 
of  about  4  million  direct  owners  who  hold  securities 
of  the  electric  companies. 

Alexander’s  grandfather  just  opened  a  savings 
account  in  the  youngster’s  name.  This  makes  him  one 
of  more  than  90  million  Americans  who  are  indirect 
owners  through  their  bank  savings,  insurance  pre¬ 
miums  or  pension  funds.  Banks,  insurance  companies 
and  pension  fund  trustees  put  much  of  this  money 
to  work  in  the  securities  of  electric  companies. 

Some  people  would  have  the  federal  government 
take  over  all  of  the  power  companies.  But  isn’t  there 
a  real  danger  in  a  single  federal  power  monopoly — 
rather  than  in  400  independent  electric  light  and  power 
(Companies  owned  by  more  than  94  million  people? 


POWER  &  LIGHT 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

LoMon  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
„  *MOn*  for  Christian  Tei  hing,”  copyrighted  1951  by  tne  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  C  incll  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  ths  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  JUNE  24,  1956 

THE  CONTINUING  MISSION  OF  THE  CHURCH 

Read  the  27  and  28th  chapters  of  Acts. 

Memory  Selection:  Go  ye  therefore  and  make  disciples 
of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Teaching  them  to 
observe  all  that  I  have  commanded  you',  and  lo  I  am 
with  you  always,  to  the  close  of  the  ages.  Matt.  28:19-20. 


This  is  the  last  of  the  series  of 
eight  lessons  in  Unit  V  under  the 
general  subject,  New  Horizons. 
These  lessons  began  with  a  study 
of  the  conversion  experience  of 
Paul  and  followed  his  ever-ex¬ 
panding  ministry  through  three 
missionary  journeys;  his  imprison¬ 
ment  at  Jerusalem  and  Caesarea 
and  his  trials  before  Felix,  Festus 
and  Agrippa. 

Perhaps  it  will  help  us  in  the 
study  of  this  week’s  lesson  to  keep 
in  mind  the  incidents  in  the  life 
of  Paul  between  his  defense  be¬ 
fore  Agrippa  and  his  ministry  in 
Rome,  as  recorded  in  today’s  lesson. 
It  will  help  us  also  to  keep  in  mind 
the  aim  of  the  lesson  which  is  to 
show  the  victorious  power  of  a 
great  purpose  in  the  face  of  many 
difficulties. 

It  was  some  weeks,  possibly 
months  after  Paul’s  defense  before 
Agrippa,  which  we  studied  last 
week,  that  he,  with  other  prisoners, 
started  on  the  long  voyage  t  o 
Rome.  On  that  journey  Paul  had 
at  least  two  close  companions.  They 
were  Luke  and  Aristarchus  of 
Thessalonica. 

The  ship  on  which  they  sailed 
from  Caesarea  took  a  northerly 
course  to  Sidom  and  from  there  a- 
round  the  eastern  tip  of  the  island 
of  Cyprus.  From  there  the  course 
was  westward  along  the  southern 
shores  of  Asia  Minor  to  Myra.  There 
Paul  and  the  other  prisoners  were 
changed  to  another  ship  which  was 
bound  for  Italy.  They  continued 
westward  to  Cnidus.  The  crew  then 
turned  south  to  the  island  of  Crete 
and  landed  at  Fair  Haven,  a. harbor 
on  the  southern  shores  of  Crete. 
They  were  now  about  650  miles 
west  of  Caesarea,  their  starting 
point.  » 

The  safe  sailing  season,  for  that 
time  of  the  year,  was  just  about 
past.  However,  because  Fair  Haven 
had  poor  facilities,  as  a  winter  har¬ 
bor,  those  in  charge  of  the  ship  de¬ 
cided  to  sail  west  to  Phenice,  also 
en  the  southern  shores  of  Crete. 
This  would  have  been  a  voyage  of 
about  40  miles.  Despite  warnings 
from  Paul,  who  dared  advise  the 
ship’s  crew,  they  set  sail  for  Phe¬ 
nice. 

A  Storm  At  Sea 

Only  a  short  time  after  they  left 
Fair  Haven,  the  ship  was  caught 
in  one  of  the  terrible  storms  that 
plagued  the  Mediterranean  at  that 
time  of  the  year.  So  severe  was  the 
storm  that  the  ship  was  driven 
helplessly  before  it  for  fourteen 
days.  All  aboard  the  ship  had  lost 
all  sense  of  direction.  Also  everyone 
had  lost  all  hope  o  f  being  saved 
from  the  storm — all  except  Paul. 

While  others  aboard  were  in  ut¬ 
ter  despair,  Paul  wan  being  visited 
by  an  angel  from  Gfod.  With  this 
vision  of  the  angel  and  the  message 


from  God  fresh  in  his  mind,  Paul, 
the  prisoner,  called  the  group  of  276 
frightened,  hopeless  p e o pi e  to¬ 
gether  and  revealed  to  them  the 
fact  that  he  had  received  a  mes¬ 
sage  from  God.  The  message  prom¬ 
ised  deliverance  of  all  aboard,  al¬ 
though  the  ship  was  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed.  Paul  closed  his  statement 
with  the  words,  “Wherefore,  sirs, 
be  of  good  cheer;  for  I  believe 
God.’’ 

After  fourteen  days  in  the  storm, 
the  ship  did  go  to  pieces  on  the 
shore  of  the  island  of  Malta.  As 
Paul  had  promised  all  aboard  safe¬ 
ly  reached  the  shore.  However,  in¬ 
stead  of  a  voyage  of  forty  miles,  as 
planned,  the  crew  found  itself  on 
Malta  450  miles  west  of  Fair  Ha¬ 
ven.  Malta,  our  readers  will  re¬ 
member,  is  an  island  just  south  of 
the  island  of  Sicily  and  Italy,  where 
a  British  garrisoh,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  o  f  Gen.  Dobbie  withstood 
such  a  terrific,  repeated  bombing 
by  Italian  and  German  airmen  in 
the  early  days  of  the  late  war.  Iso¬ 
lated  as  it  was  from  other  allied 
territory,  it  appeared  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  it  to  survive. 
Nevertheless,  the  garrison  on  Mal¬ 
ta  took  the  worst  that  bombs  from 
air  could  do  to  it  and  stood.  The 
fortunes  of  war  soon  changed  and 
Malta  never  surrendered. 

A  rather  remarkable  thing  about 
this  ship,  in  which  Paul  rode  out 
such  a  wild  storm,  is  that  it  was 
blown  west  450  miles  in  14  days 
along  almost  the  exact  course  it 
would  have  taken  in  slower  speed 
if  it  had  been  directed  by  the  crew 
in  calmer  weather. 

On  To  Rome 

Since  it  was  still  the  season  of 
storms,  and  remembering  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  Paul  which  they  did  not 
heed*  the  crew  remained  on  Malta 
three  months  before  continuing  the 
journey  to  Rome.  Finally  they  did 
sail  north  and  landed  on  the  west¬ 
ern  shore  of  Italy  at  Puleoli  near 
where  Naples  now  stands.  The  rest 
of  the  journey  was  made  by  land. 
A  group  of  Christians  from  Rome 
met  Paul  at  Appia  Forum,  40  miles 
out  of  Rome;  others  joined  him  at 
Three  Taverns  about  thirty  miles 
from  Rome.  These  were  the  Chris¬ 
tians  at  Rome  to  whorr)  Paul  had 
written  the  Book  of  Romans  about 
three  years  before.  So  it  was  Paul 
came  to  Rome  —  a  prisoner  —  in 
-chains. 

Paul's  Prayers  Are  Answered 
In  the  letter  which  Paul  had 
written  t o  Christians  in  Rome, 
some  years  before,  he  said  in  the 
first  chapter,  “I  make  mention  of 
you  always  in  my  prayers;  making 
request,  IF  BY  ANY  MEANS,  now 
at  length  I  might  have  a  prosper¬ 
ous  journey  by  the  will  of  God  to 
come  unto  you.”  Now  his  prayers 
are  answered  although  not  in  the 


way  he  had  hoped  and  expected. 
One  could  wonder  whether  even 
so  great  a  soul  as  Paul  would  have 
prayed  to  go  to  Rome  “by  any 
means”  if  he  had  known  the 
“means”  God  would  use  to  bring 
him  to  Rome. 

What  were  some  of  the  “means” 
God  used?  There  was  the  blood¬ 
thirsty  mob  in  Jerusalem  that  tried 
to  kill  him  and  that  caused  his 
imprisonment.  There  were  the  two 
years  and  more  that  he  was  a  pris¬ 
oner  in  Caeserea;  there  were  the 
trials  before  Felix,  Festus  and  Ag¬ 
rippa  during  w|iich  Paul  was 
forced  to  appeal  to  Caesar  in  order 
to  save  his  life;  there  was  the  storm 
at  sea  when  for  days  on  end  his 
ship  floundered  helplessly  as  it  was 
blown  before  the  storm.  Finally  he 
did  reach  Rome  and  saw  the  Chris¬ 
tians  he  had  prayed  to  visit.  How¬ 
ever,  when  they  saw  him  he  was  a 
prisoner  of  the  Roman  government, 
chained  to  a  Roman  guard.  In  such 
a  manner  Paul’s  prayers  were  an¬ 
swered  and  he  was  permitted  to 
preach  the  gospel  in  Rome. 

God  answers  our  prayers  if  they 
are  in  sincerity  and  faith  but  the 
answer  does  not  always  come  to 
us  in  the  way  we  expect.  We  would 
avoid  many  disappointments  in  our 
prayer  life  if,  like  Paul,  we  would 
include  in  our  prayers  the  words, 
“by  any  means.”  That  is  simply  to 
say  that  we  are  willing  for  God 
to  use  any  means  He  thinks  best  in 
answering  our  prayers.  Regardless 
of  how  the  answer  comes  we  should 
feel  that  it  has  come  in  the  best  way 
because  it  is  God’s  way.  When  we 
truly  pray,  we  do  not  limit  God 
to  an  answer  of  a  certain  kind.  We 
are  willing  for  Him  to  use  any 
“means”  necessary  in  order  that  the 
desires  of  our  heart  may  be  real¬ 
ized. 

Changing  Apparent  Defeat  Into 
Victory 

When  Paul’s  friends  warned  him 
of  the  dangers  that  awaited  him  at 
Jerusalem,  Paul  said.  “None  of 
these  things  move  me.”  Never  was 
that  characteristic  of  life  more  in 
evidence  in  Paul’s  life  than  during 
the  period  he  spent  in  Rome  as  a 
-minister  of  Christ.  Paul’s  purpose 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  Rome  was 
unchanged  and  unchangahle  des¬ 
pite  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  had  to  work. 

Having  apparently  received  som'e 
special  considerations  because  h  e 
was  a  Roman  citizen,  Paul  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  rqnt  his  own  apartment 
where  he  lived.  After  only  three 
days  in  Rome  he  called  the  chief 
Jews  to  his  house  and  through  them 
planned  a  special  ipeeting  a  few 
days  later  with  a  large  group  of 
Jews.  Paul  preached  to  them  “from 
morning  until  evening.”  Some  be¬ 
lieved  Paul’s  message,  some  doub¬ 
ted.  While  they  disputed  among 
themselves,  Paul  again  declared 
that  he  would  preach  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  who  he  said  would  hear  him. 

By  s)dch  an  indomitable  courage, 
unswerving  faith  and  tireless  zeal 
Paul  seemed  to  make  his  very 
handicaps  to  help  him,  and  changed 
what  appeared  to  be  a  defeat  into 
a  glorious  victory.  He  turned  a 
rented  house  into  a  holy  sanctuary. 
He  made  privileges  of  his  priva¬ 
tions.  He  changed  a  prison  into  a 
pulpit  and  a  prisoner  into  a  preach¬ 
er.  Paul  accepted  disappointments 
as  His-appointments.  In  his  letter 
he  had  written  to  the  Roman 
Christians  he  said  — Romans  8:22  — 
“For  we  know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God.”  So  firmly  did  Paul  believe 


that  statement  that  whatever  hap¬ 
pened  to  him  he  believed  it  was  for 
the  best  and  tried  to  help  make  it 
so. 

In  God’s  service  we  never  suffer 
final  defeats  unless  we  stop  try¬ 
ing.  With  the  everlasting  arms  of 
God  beneath  us  and  the  will  to  go 
forward  within  us,  the  powers  of 
darkness  about  us  give  way  and 
our  defeats  are  changed  into  vic¬ 
tories  because  we  believe.  A  Chris¬ 
tian  is  defeated  only  when  he  sur¬ 
renders  to  a  defeatist  spirit  and  ac¬ 
cepts  defeat.  Paul  never  accepted 
defeat  because  he  could  say,  “I  can 
do  all  things  through  Christ  who 
strengtheneth  me.” 

The  World-wide  Mission 
Of  The  Church 

Jesus  and  Paul  had  something  of 
'the  same  viewpoint  of  the  mission 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Jesus 
said,  in  our  memory  verse,  “Go  ye 
therefore  and  make  disciples  of  All 
nations.”  Our  lesson  text  tells  us 
that  “Paul  dwelt  two  whole  years 
in  his  own  hired  house  and  received 
ALL  that  came  unto  him.  It  was 
Paul’s  desire  to  preach  the  gospel 
wherever  it  was  possible  to  as 
many  people  as  possible.  When  in 
his  letter  to  the  Romans  he  spoke 
of  making  a  journey  into  Spain. 
Paul  must  have  had  in  mind  the 
Great  Commission,  “Go  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel.” 
Spain,  at  that  time,  was  the  west¬ 
ern  boundary  of  the  known  world. 
Hence  it  was  that  Paul’s  vision  and 
purpose  reached  to  the  ends  of  the 
world  of  his  time. 

The  “Continuing  Mission  of  the 
Church”  today  is  summed  up  in 
the  Great  Commission.  Paul  knew 
that  the  Christian  church  must  ex¬ 
pand  or  die  hence  he  was  willing 
to  give  his  life  that  the  c  h  ur  c  h 
might  expand.  It  was  no  more  im¬ 
portant  for  the  church  of  Paul’s 
day  to  try  to  carry  out  the  Great 
Commission  than  it  is  for  the 
church  of  our  day.  The  responsi¬ 
bility  for  carrying  oqt  that  mission 
is  inconceivably  greater  for  the 
church  today  than  in  Paul’s  day. 

The  Western  World  The  Child 
Of  Missions 

We  of  the  west  should  love  the 
cause  of  missions  because  the  west¬ 
ern  world  is  the  child  of  a  great 
missionary  movement  begun  by  the 
Apostle  Paul.  We  pity  the  un¬ 
churched,  under-privileged  people 
of  the  darker  nations  of  the  earth. 
Let  us  remember  that  we  might  be 
in  as  poor  a  plight  as  they  but  for 
the  missionary  evangels  who  carried 
the  gospel  throughout  western  Eu¬ 
rope  and  later  to  America.  We 
sometimes  speculate  about  what 
may  become  of  the  heathen  if  they 
never  hear  of  Christ.  There  is  a 
question  closer  home  that  should 
bother  us  more.  It  is,  “What  will 
happen  to  us  if  /we  do  not  try  to 
get  the  message  to  them.” 

Faithful  Unto  Death 

The  record  of  Acts  stops  rather 
abruptly.  Just  what  happened  to 
Paul,  Luke  does  not  tell  us.  Tradi¬ 
tion  about  Paul,  which  at  present  is 
little  questioned,  says  that  he  suf¬ 
fered  artyrdom  in  the  persecution  of 
Christians  by  Nero.  Paul’s  final  let¬ 
ter  was  written  to  Timothy.  In  this 
letter  he  seems  to  sense  that  the 
end  is  near  and  records  a  shout  of 
triumph  which  has  come  down 
through  the  ages.  Moses  died  on  a 
mountain  top  in  full  view  of  the 
Promised  Land.  Not  so  Paul.  His 
shoiit  of  triumph  came  from  a  Ro¬ 
man  prison  house  from  which  he 
soon  moved  on  to  martyrdom  that 
the  cause  of  Christ  might  live. 
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CENTENARY  CHOIR  TO  FAR  EAST  THIS  SUMMER 


Painting  the  trunks  which  will  carry  the  Centenary  College  Choir's 
wardrobe  to  the  Far  East  in  July  is  Harold  McClung,  left,  shown  with  Choir 
Director  A.  C.  "Cheesy"  Voran.  The  trunks,  smaller  than  those  normally 
used  by  the  choir  on  its  road  trips,  were  ordered  especially  to  meet  airline 
restrictions  on  luggage. 


By  Margaret  McDonald 


North  Arkansas 
Conference  Holds 
121st  Session 

One  new  district  superintendent 
was  named  last  week  when  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  read  the  pastoral 
appointments  fqr  the  new  year  at 
I  the  Sunday  morning  session  at  First 
Church,  Conway.  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen, 
pastor  for  the  past  three  years  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  Jones¬ 
boro,  was  appointed  as  the  district 
superintendent  of  the  Fort  Sfnith 
District,  succeeding  Dr.  W.  Henry 
Goodloe  who  had  completed  a  six 
year  term  in  Fort  Smith. 

Dr.  Goodloe  was  appointed  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
North-Little  Rock,  succeeding  Rev. 
J.  William  Watson  who  had  served 
in  North  Little  Rock  since  1951. 
Rev.  Mr.  Watson  was  assigned  to 
First  Church,  Jonesboro. 

The  conference  opened  its  annual 
session  Wednesday  morning  and  ad¬ 
journed  with  the  reading  of  the  ap¬ 
pointments  at  noon  Sunday.  The 
1957  session  will  be  held  in  the 
Central  Methodist  Church,  Rogers, 
with  Rev.  Harold  D.  Womack  as 
host  pastor.  Rev.  Joel  Cooper  is  the 
Conway  First  Church  pastor,  and 
Rev.  Henry  Rickey,  Conway,  was 
the  host  district  superintendent. 

Lay  Speakers  Consecrated 

History  was  made  during  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  session 
when  40  laymen  were  consecrated 
as  lay  speakers  in  the  first  formal 
lay  speaker  consecration  service 
ever  held  in  the  long  history  of 
Methodism.  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 


ference  has  been  one  of  the  pioneer¬ 
ing  conferences  in  the  development 
of  a  lay  speaking  program,  and  the 
service  held  on  Friday  morning,  and 
conducted  by  Bishop  Martin,  was 
in  keeping  with  legislation  which 
has  been  enacted  by  recent  General 
Conferences  of  the  church.  The  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Consecration  was  prepared 
by  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 


Lay  Leader,  Charles  A.  Stuck, 
Jonesboro,  who  has  been  active  in 
the  development  of  the  conference 
lay  speaking  program.  The  Conse¬ 
cration  Service  was  held  as  a  regu¬ 
lar  part  of  the  Friday  morning  busi¬ 
ness  service  and  was  held  at  the 
altar  of  the  Conway  church. 

Worship  Services 

Bishop  Martin  led  in  the  devotion¬ 
al  services  for  the  conference  ses¬ 
sion  each  morning,  Thursday 
through  Saturday,  and  delivered  the 
conference  sermon  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  at  the  closing  session.  Dr.  J. 
Earle  Hoggard,  pastor  of  Floral 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  was  the  conference 
preacher,  delivering  sermons  on 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
evenings,  and  Thursday  and  Friday 
afternoons.  The  sermon  on  Friday 
evening  was  the  ordination  sermon. 

Commemoration  Service 
Commemoration  services  were 
held  at  the  opening  session  on  Wed- 
( Continued  on  page  9) 


Louisiana  House  Passes 
Charity  Bingo  Bill 

New  Orleans  (RNS)  —  A  bill 
legalizing  bingo,  raffles  and  Keno 
games  for  churches  and  charities  on 
a  local  option  basis  was  passed  by 
the  House. 

The  vote  was  59  to  33.  Legislators 
from  the  southern  part  of  the  state 
backed  the  measure  while  those 
from  the  north  opposed  it. 

Gov.  Earl  K.  Long  said  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  reject  the  bill. 

“It’s  not  necessary  to  pass  such 
legislation,”  he  said.  “That  might 
give  our  sister  states  the  idea  that 
Louisiana  is  going  on  record  for 
gambling.” 


The  student  songsters  of  Centen¬ 
ary  College  will  leave  on  July  1 
to  bring  to  American  servicemen 
stationed  in  Far  Eastern  encamp¬ 
ments  musical  reassurance  of  be¬ 
ing  remembered  by  those  at  home. 

A.  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran’s  young 
singers  often  have  been  billed  as 
“Shreveport’s  singing  ambassadors” 
but  never  before  have  they  been 
offered  so  exciting  an  opportunity 
to  prove  their  right  to  the  title. 

The  Armed  Forces  Professional 
Entertainment  Branch  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  authorized  the  45-day 
tour  on  March  27  after  preliminary 
negotiations  had  been  handled  by 
U.  S.  Congressman  Overton  Brooks, 
a  long-time  friend  of  the  college 
choir.  Receipt  o  f  final  approval 
signalled  the  start  of  intensive  ac¬ 
tivity  on  the  campus. 

For  weeks,  Voran  has  been  hold¬ 
ing  rehearsals,  briefing  meetings, 
interviews  with  the  choir  members 
and  their  parents  and  wardrobe 
discussions  in  anticipation  of  the 
tour.  Passports  were  applied  for, 
parental 'approval' secured  from  the 
singers’  homes,  data  sheets  filled 
out  and  immunization  shots  ob¬ 
tained.  Even  for  one  of  Voran’s 
seemingly  indefatigable  e  n  e  r  gies, 
the  pace  has  been  gruelling. 

Now,  however,  all  is  in  readiness, 
and  the  choir  awaits  only  the  final 
word  from  the  military  before  set¬ 
ting  out  on  this,  the  most  ambitious 
and  far-reaching  of  its  many  road 
trips.  Before  the  choir  returns  in 
mid-August,  members  will  have 
covered  thousands  of  miles  by 
plane,  bus,  jeep  and  truck  and  will 
have  seen  places  which  before  were 
only  strange  names  in  geography 
books. 

Only  one  unhappy  note  marred 
the  preparations  for  the  trip,  and 
that  was  the  provision  that  the 
choir  be  permitted  to  make  the 
trip  with  a  limit  of  29  members, 
'exclusive  of  Director  Voran.  Dr. 
Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centen¬ 
ary  and  for  20  years  professor  and 
business  manager  of  Kwansei- 
Gakuin  University  near  Osaka,  Jap- 
'an,  was  the  only  other  person  given 
permission  to  accompany  the  choir 
on  the  tour. 

“The  choir  is,  and  always  will  be, 
a  49^ voice  unit,”  Voran  says,  “and 
those  who  will  be  unable  to  make 
the  trip  are  no  less  important  or 
appreciated  than  those  who  will  be 
on  the  tour.  Seniority  played  an 
important  part  in  selecting  the  29 
singers  to  make  the  tour,  for  we 
feel  there  may  yet  be  a  similar  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  younger  members 
before  they  are  graduated  from 
Centenary.” 

Voran,  whose  choir  program  al¬ 
ways  has  stressed  good  sportsman¬ 
ship,  is  very  proud  of  the  fact  that 
there  were  no  whimpers  or  com- 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


665  Years  of  Service  In  Methodist  Ministry 


Pictured  above  are  12  retired  ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
who  represent  a  total  of  665  years  of  service  in  the  Methodist  ministry. 
They  were  given  special  recognition  at  the  bar  of  the  recent  Louisiana 
Conference  which  met  in  Shreveport. 

They  are,  front  row,  left  to  right:  J.  M.  Alford;  W.  D.  Kleinschmidt; 
s-  L.  Riggs;  W.  L.  Duren;  T.  D.  Lipscomb. 

Second  row,  left  to  right:  J.  .A.  Floyd;  F.  J.  McCoy. 

Third  row:  I.  A.  Patton;  Claude  O.  Hall;  L.  W.  Cain;  Robert  W. 
Vaughan;  J.  Cude  Rousseaux. 
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Missionaries  to 
Belgian  Congo 


Edlea  Kelly 
Jones 


New  York—  (BM)— ' The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Kenneth  S.  Jones  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  will  leave  this  fall  for  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo,  where  they  will  be  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  Methodist  Church  in  Balti¬ 
more  since  1951.  Mrs.  Jones  is  the 
former  Edlea  Kelly  Jones  of  New 
Orleans. 

A  graduate  -of  the 
Yale  Divinity  School 
in  1951,  Mr.  Jones  will 
do  evangelistic  and 
journalistic  work  in 
the  Congo  and  Mrs. 
Jones  will  be  a  teach¬ 
er.  They  and  their  two 
sons  will  spend  a  year 
in  Belgium  before  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Congo.  The 
Joneses  were  commis¬ 
sioned  missionaries  by 
Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  June  9  at  a 
session  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  of  which  Mr. 
Jones 'is  a  member. 

A  native  of  Glen  Rock,  N.  J.,  Mr. 
Jones  moved  to  Baltimore  with  his 
family  as  a  child  and  spent  his  early 
life  there.  He  studied  journalism 
at  Baltimore  City  College  for  three 
years  and  took  law  courses  at  the 
University  of  Baltimore. 

For  six  months  in  1941,  Mr.  Jones 
was  musical  program  director  for 
radio  station  WITH  in  Baltimore 
and  spent  five  years  in  the  army 
in  World  War  II.  He  was  for  a  time 
a  public  relations  officer  and  in- 
formation-education  officer. 

After  World  War  II,  Mr.  Jones  at¬ 
tended  American  University  in 
Washington  and  was  graduated  in 
1948  with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
in  religion  and  philosophy.  While 
there,  he  was  assistant  pastor  and 
youth  counselor  at  the  Metropolitan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington. 

Mr.  Jones  was  a  student  at  Yale 
Divinity  School  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  three  years  and  received  the 
bachelor  of  divinity  in  1951.  While 
there  he  was  public  relations  di¬ 
rector  for  the  New  Haven  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  direc¬ 
tor  of  vacation  church  schools  for 
the  New  Haven  Council  of  Churches 
and  assistant  pastor  of  the  Short 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Education  Directors 
To  Have  Workshop 
In  July 


World  Methodist  Wqmen  to  Meet  Before 
World  Methodist  Council 


New  York,  N.  Y. — (NC)  —  Staff 
relationship  with  the  pastor  still 
plagues  the  most  sought-after 
church  employee  in  America,  the  di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  education.  This 
is  likely  to  be  one  of  the  most  dis¬ 
cussed  problems  at  the  annual  na¬ 
tional  workshop  for  directors  at 
Conference  Point  Camp,  Williams 
Bay,  Wise.,  July  23-29,  said  the  Rev. 
E.  Clifton  Ammerman,  Amarillo, 
Tex.,  dean  of  the  1956  workshop. 

Mr.  Ammerman,  in  announcing 
this  year’s  meeting,  declared  that 
this  problem  “comes  about  because 
of  the  different  educational  back¬ 
ground  and  point  of  view”  of  the 
pastor  and  the  education  director. 
In  a  new  approach  to  the  problem 
this  year  a  new  emphasis  on  the¬ 
ology  will  be  included  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  “to  at  least  help  the  director 
to  understand  the  pastor  a  little 
better.” 

The  second  major  local  church 
problem  for  which  answers  will  be 
sought  will  be  that  of  counseling, 
supervising,  and  training  the  lay 
church  school  teachers  without 
which  the  churches  could  not  func¬ 
tion. 


MRS.  OTTILIA  de  CHAVES 
President  of  the  World  Federation 
Of  Methodist  Women 


Mrs.  Jensdn  Voices 
Gratitude,  Prayer 


Mrs.  Maud  K.  Jensen,  the  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Korea  who  recently  be¬ 
came  the  first  Methodist  woman  to 
receive  full  clergy  rights,  says  that 
she  is  “praying  for  wisdom  and 
spiritual  development”  to  serve  the 
church  better  in  her  new  relation¬ 
ship. 

Mrs.  Jensen’s  reaction  to  becom¬ 
ing  the  first  woman  to  be  admitted 
on  trial  to  an  annual  conference  was 
contained  in  a  message  to  American 
Methodists.  The  message  came  in 
the  form  of  a  cablegram  May  24  to 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  in 
New  York  and  said: 

“I  am  aware  of  the  historical  sig¬ 
nificance  of  conference  membership 
and  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  priv¬ 
ilege,  but  the  honor  was  completely 
unexpected  and  due  entirely  to  the 
early  meeting  of  my  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  I  am  praying  for  wisdom  and 
spiritual  development  in  further 
service  in  this  new  relationship.” 

Mrs.  Jensen,  who  is  serving  with 
her  husband  in  Seoul,  was  admitted 
on  trial  to  the  Central  Pennsylvania 


x  Missionaries  To 
Plan  New 
Strategy 

Missionaries  and  staff  members  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist'  Church  will  meet  at  Green- 
castle,  Ind„  June  19-26  to  discuss 
ways  of  implementing  plans  for  an 
evangelistic  emphasis  in  overseas 
mission  areas  1956-60. 

The  four-year  evangelistic  em¬ 
phasis  will  be  the  focal  point  for 
the  meeting,  which  will  be  the 
eleventh  annual  conference  of  new 
and  furloughed  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries.  About  425  persons,  including 
Methodist  students  and  church 
workers  from  overseas  as  well  as 
missionaries  and  board  staff  mem¬ 
bers  from  New  York,  will  be  on 
the  DePauw  University  campus  for 
the  conference. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  is 
“Witness  and  Decision,”  which  is 
part  of  the  title  selected  for  the 
four-year  evangelistic  emphasis. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


Conference  by  its  unanimous  vote 
on  May  18.  Her  home  is  New  Cum¬ 
berland,  Pa.,  and  she  previously  had 
been  ordained  deacon  and  elder  by 
the  conference. 


Selection-Training  of  Ministers  to  Be  Studied 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.r  (NC)  —  The  nation’s  major 
Protestant  churches  and  theological  seminaries  will 
undertake  a  major  three-year  research  study  with  a 
view  to  improving  their  methods  of  selection  and  train¬ 
ing  of  tomorow’s  ministers. 

Announcement  of  the  project,  to  be  conducted  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $85,000,  was  made  jointly  today  by 
officials  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  Edu¬ 
cational  Testing  Service,  an  independent  testing  and 
research  organization  with  headquarters  in  Princeton, 
N.  J.  The  study  will  be  conducted  by  Educational  Test¬ 
ing  Service  under  direction  of  an  Advisory  Committee 
composed  of  representatives  of  participating  schools, 
church  officials  and  technical  experts.  Funds  for  the 
project  have  been  given  by  Lilly  Endowment,  Inc., 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Officials  of  the  two  organizations  said  the  study  is 
expected  to  develop  a  composite  picture  of  the  per¬ 
sonality  qualities  U.  S.  congregations  seek  in  a  minis¬ 
ter.  This  will  be  based  upon  interviews  with  clergy, 
denominational  executives  and  church  members,  and 
upon  the  evaluation  of  data  on  performances  b y 
theological  students  and  ministers  working  in  a  variety 
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The  World  Federation  of.  Metho 
dist  Women  will  meet  at  Lake  ju 
naluska,  N.  C.,  Aug.  7-31.  Open 
meetings  of  the  federation  will  be 
held  in  the  auditorium. 

Outstanding  overseas  speakers 
will  tell  of  the  work  of  the  church 
at  the  10:30  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  sessions 
Among  these  speakers  will  be  Mrs 
Alan  Walker  of  Australia,  Mrs 
Florence  Chen  of  Formosa,  Mrs 
Jose  L.  Valencia  of  the  Philippines 
and  Mrs.  Lee  King  Beng  of  Malaya 

An  international  tea  will  be  held 
each  afternoon  and  outstanding  pop. 
ular  programs  will  be  presented  in 
the  evenings.  At  4  p.m.  each  day 
the  business  session  will  be  held 
Women  from  34  countries  belong  to 
the  federation  and  several  other  u. 
nits  probably  will  join  at  this  meet¬ 
ing.  It  also  is  expected  that  this 
international  organization  of  Metho¬ 
dist  women  will  become  an  affiliate 
of  the  Wrfrld  Methodist  Council 
when  it  meets  concurrently  at  Lake 
Junaluska. 

The  theme  of  the  four-day  session 
will  be  “Methodist  Women  in  a 
Changing  World.”  On  Tuesday,  Aug, 
28,  they  will  discuss  “Evangelism  in 
a  Changing  World;”  on  Wednesday, 
Aug.  29,  “The  Role  of  Citizenship 
in  Today’s  World;”  on  Thursday, 
Aug.  30,  “Deepening  the  Spiritual 
Life,”  and  at  the  final  sessions  they 
will  consider  ways  to  present  the 
federation  in  their  local  societies 
around  the  world. 

Mrs.  Ottilia  de  Chaves  of  Brazil  is 
the  president,  and  Mrs.  Paul  Arring¬ 
ton  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  is  vice-presi¬ 
dent.  Election  of  officers  will  be 
held  at  this  meeting. 

For  reservations  write  the  Hous¬ 
ing  committee,  c/o  Mrs.  Carl  Mundy, 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. 


Methodist^  Hold 
Meeting  On 
Rehabilitation 


of  parish  situations.  -. 

They  indicated  the  study,  which  will  review  the 
present  testing  and  counseling  methods  of  upwards  of 
80  seminaries,  may  also  lead  to  development  of  a  new 
series  of  psychological  and  personality  tests  especially 
oriented  to  the  requirements  of  theological  seminaries. 

Tests  presently  in  use,  they  said,  are  often  “ill  fit¬ 
ted”  for  the  purposes  of  seminaries  in  weeding  out 
“misfits”  among  applicants  or  in  predicting  the  future 
on-the-job  effectiveness  of  students. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Elmer  G.  Million,  New  York,  director 
of  the  Department  of  the  Ministry,  sponsoring  National 
Council  unit,  described  the  projected  study  as  the  first 
of  its  scope  ever  made.  H  e  said  psychological  tests 
have  been  used  by  some  seminaries  as  an  aid  in  selec¬ 
tion  of  students  for  approximately  25  years,  but  the 
study  will  represent  the  first  general  effort  to  compile 
information  in  the  field. 

He  said  the  multiplicity  of  demands  upon  today’s 
ministers  makes  it  essential  that  seminaries  haye  a 
method  of  ascertaining  whether  their  students  possess 
the  personal  qualities  needed  for  effectiveness  in  the 
Christian  ministry. 


Nashville,  Tenn. — (MI)  —  The 
church  has  a  great  opportunity  and 
responsibility  in  working  with  the 
handicapped  in  each  community,  a 
southwide  group  of  ministers  and 
rehabilitation  experts  agreed. 

They  were  delegates  to  a  five-day 
seminar  on  “Working  with  the 
Handicapped”  at  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education  headquarters 
here  recently.  The  seminar  was 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  board 
in  cooperation  with  the  United 
States  office  of  vocational  rehabil¬ 
itation. 

Miss  Mary  Switzer  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  federal  director  of  the 
office  of  vocational  rehabilitation, 
gave  the  keynote  address.  “If  the 
churches  of  America  should  see  the 
potential  of  the  program  of  rehabil¬ 
itation,  the  problems  would  he 
solved  in  the  foreseeable  future, 
she  said. 

Another  feature  of  the  workshop 
was  a  discussion  of  the  rehabilita¬ 
tion  process  by  a  panel  of  five  hand¬ 
icapped  persons.  Other  sessions  in¬ 
cluded  lectures,  informal  discus¬ 
sions,  and  field  trips. 

Some  30  Methodist  ministers  fmn1 
six  southern  states  participated  !!j 
the  project,  financed  by  federa 
grants.  This  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  cooperative  effort  of  chu,c^ 
and  state  in  the  field  of  rehabil'ta 
tion. 

In  summary  action,  the  delega1 
suggested  these  steps  for  l°c 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Senate  Approves  Reduced  Plane 
Fares  For  Clergy 


Washington,  D.  C. — (RNS) — The 
Senate  passed  find  sent  to  the  House 
a  bill  authorizing  domestic  and  for¬ 
eign  airlines  to  grant  reduced  fares 
to  clergymen. 

It  adopted  an  amendment,  how¬ 
ever,  specifying  that  the  reduced 
fares  shall  be  applicable  only  on  a 
“space  available  basis”. 

Sen.  Warren  G.  Magnuson  (D.- 


Woman  Honored  For 
55-Year  Pastorate 

Philadelphia — (RNS)  —  An  83- 
year-old  woman  who  has  served  as 
an  ordained  pastor  of  a  small  church 
here  for  55  years  was  honored  by 
the  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association 
for  her  '“pioneering  spirit  and  sacri¬ 
fice.” 

She  is  Miss  Flora  M.  Clymer  of 
Greenwich  Light  Baptist  church, 
whose  congregation  she  organized  in 
1901. 

Miss  Clymer  was  named  “pioneer 
pastor”  by  the  association  in  tribute 
for  her  services  as  full-time  preach¬ 
er  and  for  her  efforts  to  keep  the 
small  congregation  self-supporting. 

Members  of  the  parish  include 
hard-working  truck  and  pig  farm¬ 
ers,  “squatters,”  and  transient  sea¬ 
men  of  the  nearby  Delaware  River 
port. 

A  graduate  of  Bucknell  Univer¬ 
sity,  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  Miss  Clymer 
gave  up  an  office  position  to  build 
the  mission,  serving  it  continuously 
without  pay.  Members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  now  contribute  to  three 
overseas  missions. 

The  church’s  locale  was  an  iso¬ 
lated  marsh  and  farm  section, 
known  as  “The  Neck,”  until  the 
recent  new  industrial  development 
and  the  erection  of  the  Walt  Whit¬ 
man  Bridge  across  the  Delaware. 


Wash.)  explained  this  meant  clergy¬ 
men  would  be  carried  at  lower  rates 
only  when  they  did  not  displace 
regular  fare-paying  passengers. 

On  this  basis,  he  said,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  limit  the  lower 
fares  to  airlines  that  are  not  receiv¬ 
ing  government  subsidies.  Since  a 
clergyman  would  be  occupying 
space  otherwise  empty,  he  said, 
subsidized  airlines  could  not  claim  a 
larger  subsidy  payment  because  of 
the  special  fares  and  no  question  of 
indirect  government  subsidies  to 
churches  would  arise. 

Extension  of  the  clergy  fare  priv¬ 
ileges  to  subsidized  overseas  carriers 
will  be  of  major  benefit  to  mission¬ 
ary  groups  because  airlines  oper¬ 
ating  to  Africa  and  Asia. are  all  re¬ 
ceiving  subsidies.  Within  the  United 
States  only  a  few  “local  service” 
lines  receive  subsidies.  — 

Sen.  Magnuson  indicated  he  be¬ 
lieves  that  adoption  of  the  “space 
available”  restriction  will  remove 
objections  of  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board  to  the  legislation.  The  CAB 
will  be  authorized  to  issue  regula¬ 
tions  to  govern  the  new  clergy  fares, 
including  determination  of  when 
space  is  available. 


Governor  Spends  Eight 
Hours  Distributing 
Bibles  To  Prisoners 

Nashville,  Tenn. — (RNS)  —  Gov. 
Frank  G.  Clement  spent  eight  hours 
distributing  autographed  Bibles  to 
the  1500  inmates  of  the  state  prison 
here. 

It  was  the  first  action  of  its  kind 
by  a  Tennessee  governor.  r 

Gov.  Clement  said  he  autographed 
the  Bibles  in  the  presence  of  the 
prisoners  who  lined  up  in  front  of 
a  table  inside  the  visitor’s  gallery. 
The  name  of  the  prisoner  was  in¬ 
serted  on  the  record  page  and  the 
governor  signed  his  name  under  it. 

The  governor  said  he  plans  sim¬ 
ilar  presentations  later  to  women 
prisoners  and  to  inmates  of  all  other 
penal  institutions  in  the  state.  In 
the  future,  he  added,  new  prisoners 
will  be  given  Bibles  of  their  choice 
as  they  enter. 

The  state  recently  purchased"- a 
first  allotment  of  3600  Protestant 
Bibles  for  $7,290  and  300  Roman 
Catholic  Bibles  at  $950.  Gov.  Clem¬ 
ent  said  there  are  now  no  men  of 
the  Jewish  faith  in  the  state  prison. 

The  governor  said  no  effort  was 
made  to  persuade  any  inmate  to 
take  a  Bible  if  he  did  not  desire  to 
do  so.  But  he  reported  that  the 
response  was  “terrific.” 


Ohio  Methodists  To  Seek  $4,000,000 
For  New  Seminary 


University  of  Chicago  Offers 
Baptists  Headquarters  Site 

Chicago— (RNS)— The  University 
of  Chicago  has  offered  a  headquar¬ 
ters  site  to  the  American  Baptist 
Convention. 

Chancellor  Lawrence  Kimpton 
made  the  informal  proposal  in  a 
six-hour  conference  with  Chicago 
and  national  Baptist  leaders. 

He  urged  that  the  church  body 
erect  a  headquarters  building  on 
the  site  at  60th  St:  and  Ellis  Ave. 

“They  are  very  anxious  to  have 
us  come,”  said  one  of  the  Baptist 
clergymen  who  attended  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Baptist  boards  now  maintain 
separate  headquarters  offices  in 
three  buildings  in  New  York  City 
and  another  in  Philadelphia. 

Centralization  of  these  offices  was 
repommended  in  a  study  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  by  the  American  Institute 
of  Management. 

Chancellor  Kimpton  told  the  Bap¬ 
tists  that  the  university  is  a  world 
center  of  Protestant  theological  edu¬ 
cation  with  four  seminaries  on  the 
campus  and  that  the  school  grew 
from  Baptist  origins. 

The  Baptist  delegation  was  head- 
ed  by  the  Rev.  John  Allen  Lavender 
of  Morgan  Park  Baptist  church, 
ohairman  of  a  12-man  committee 
Promoting  Chicago  as  the  future 
headquarters  of  the  Convention. 


Lakeside,  O. — (RNS) — Ohio  Meth¬ 
odists  have  set  a  goal  of  four  million 
dollars  as  the  minimum  amount 
needed  to  build  and  endow  a  theol¬ 
ogical  seminary  in  the  state. 

“We  will  do  it  because  we  are 
called  of  God  to  do  it,”  Presiding 
Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  told  some  3,000  delegates  and 
visitors  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Ohio  Methodist  Conference  here. 

Establishment  of  the  new  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  school  in  Ohio  was 
authorized  by  the  recent  Methodist 
General  Conference  which  met  in 
Minneapolis. 

Ohio  Methodists  hope  that  the 
seminary  will  help  to  offset  a  short¬ 
age  of  ministers.  The  Church  has 


Evangelical  Leader  Bringing 
Group  of  Orphans  from  Korea 

Tokyo  (RNS) — Dr.  Robert  Pierce, 
/  Seattle,  Wash.,  co-founder  of  the 
Youth  for  Christ  movement,  is 
bringing  16  Korean  orphans  to  fos¬ 
ter  homes  in  the  U.  S. 

They  are  believed  to  be  the  larg¬ 
est  single  group  of  Korean  orphans 
to  go  to  America  with  homes  al¬ 
ready  waiting  for  them.  One  of 
them,  three-year-old  Lee  En  Ai, 
will  be  adopted  by  cowboy  movie 
star  Roy  Rogers  and  his  wife,  Dale 
Evans. 

World-Vision  Inc.,  of  Portland, 
Ore.,  a  “church-centered  evangeli¬ 
cal”  organization,  arranged  the 
transfer  of  the  orphans. 

Dr.  Pierce,  an  officer  of  the  group, 
said  he  plans  to  place  about  500 
Korean  orphans  in  American  homes 
before  the  U.S.  Refugee  Relief  Act 
expires  at  the  end  of  this  year.  He 
said  World-Vision  sponsors  101 
homes  in  Korea  with  7,000  children 
in  their  care.  Of  these,  800  to  1,000 
are  of  mixed  blood,  he  said. 

World-Vision  “works  with  and 
through  other  denominational  bod¬ 
ies,”  Dr.  Pierce  said.  “Our  chief  aim 
is  to  help  overseas  missionaries  meet 
crisis  situations.” 


estimated  it  needs  133  pastors  for 
Ohio  congregations  now. 

Need  for  the  seminary  was  appar¬ 
ent  five  years  ago  when  the  North- 
East  Ohio  Conference  asked  the 
General  Conference  to  consider  es¬ 
tablishing  a  new  seminary  “some¬ 
where  in  the  Midwest.” 

The  Methodist  Church  now  sup¬ 
ports  four  colleges  in  Ohio.  Last 
year  contributions  from  Ohio 
churches  totalled  $2,120,903  for  the 
schools,  according/  to  the  report  of 
Mrs.  Miriam  Richey  of  Delaware,  O., 
executive  secretary  for  the  United 
Approach  to  Christian  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation. 


House  Groups  Approve 
Bill  To  Ban  Liquor 
On  Planes 

Washington,  D.  C. — (RNS) — A 
bill  to  ban  the  serving  of  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  on  commercial 
airlines  was  approved  by  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Air 
Transportation. 

The  subcommittee  overrode  op¬ 
position  from  the  Civil  Aeronau¬ 
tics  Board  and  the  Air  Transport 
Association  and  recommended 
enactment  of  H.R.  8000,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Rep.  John  Bell  Wil¬ 
liams,  (D.-Miss.).  Its  report  was 
referred  to  the  full  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce  for  action. 

Sentiment  in  this  committee  is 
believed  favorable  to  the  legis¬ 
lation,  which  received  strong 
support  from  religious  and  tem¬ 
perance  groups  at  recent  public 
hearings. 


Report  59  Percent 
Of  Arrests  Due 
To  Liquor 

Washington,  D.  C.  —  (RNS) — 
Offenses  related  to  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  caused  59  per  cent  of  all 
arrests  in  the  United  States  last 
year,  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance  said  here. 

Citing  crime  statistics  compiled 
by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation,  the  board  said  reports 
from  police  in  1,477  cities  with  a 
population  of  2,500  or  more  in¬ 
dicated  there  were  772,943  arrests 
for  drunkenness,  193,119  for  dis¬ 
orderly  conduct,  96,165  for  driv¬ 
ing  while  intoxicated,  and  37,028 
for  yiolation  of  state  or  Federal 
liquor  laws. 

These  arrests  totalled  1,099,255 
out  of  the  overall  1,861,764  made 
by  the  police  departments  during 
the  year,  the  Methodist  group  de¬ 
clared.  It  said  liquor  figured  in 
nearly  all  the  arrests  for  dis¬ 
orderly  conduct. 


Dominican  Scholar  Discovers  Fragments 
Of  Obscure  Gospel 


GENEVA — (RNS) — A  Dominican 
scholar  has  discovered  fragments  of 
the  hitherto  virtually  unknown 
“Gospel  of  Gamaliel,”  an  apocryphal 
work  dealing  in  some  degree  with 
the  Acts  of  Pilate,  it  was  announced 
here  by  KIPA,  Swiss  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  News  Agency. 

KIPA  called  the  discovery  “sen¬ 
sational”  and  of  great  importance 
to  the  origins  of  Christianity. 

The  fragments  were  found  by  the 
Rev.  Mark-Anthony  van  den  Ou- 
denrijn,  O.P.,  while  studying  a 
photostat  copy  of  a  15th  century 
Ethiopian  manuscript.  The  priest  is 


'Pray  For  Peace' 

Postmark  Bill  Advances 

Washington,  D.  C. — (RNS) — The 
Senate  Post  Office  Committee  ap¬ 
proved  and  sent  to  the  floor  a  bill 
authorizing  major  post  offices  to 
use  a  special  “Pray  for  Peace”  post¬ 
mark  on  all  mail. 

Rep.  Louis  C.  Rabaut  (D.-Mich.), 
sponsor  of  the  measure,  said  Senate 
approval  is  virtually  certain.  The 
bill  previously  was  passed  by  the 
House. 


a  professor  of  Old  Testament  Ex- 
egetics  at  the  University  of  Fri¬ 
bourg. 

While  poring  over  the  manuscript 
he  was  trying  to  identify,  Father 
van  den  Oudenrijn  was  amazed  to 
come  across  ten  pages  from  the 
Gospel  of  Gamaliel,  the  agency  said. 

The  fragment  deals  with  the  Pas¬ 
sion  of  Christ  from  Good  Friday  to 
the  Resurrection.  KIPA  said  it  con¬ 
tains  narrations  concerning  Jewish 
High  Priests,  the  Scribes  of  Jeru¬ 
salem — to  whom  Gamaliel  belonged 
— of  Pontius  Pilate,  King  Herod  and 
the  four  soldiers  charged  with 
guarding  Christ’s  Tomb. 

The  Catholic  agency  said  most  of 
the  manuscript  probably  came  from 
a  Second  Century  Greek  original 
which  had  been  translated  first  into 
Coptic,  then  into  Arabic  and  finally 
into  Ethiopian.  The  Acts  of  Pilate 
are  generally  considered  a  Fifth 
Century  work  based  in  part  on 
earlier  sources,  KIPA  noted. 

It  added  that  although  Herod  is 
cited  only  briefly  in  the  Gospel  of 
St.  Luke,  he  is  described  in  the 
Gamaliel  manuscript  as  the  mah 
mainly  responsible  for  Christ’s 
death. 
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Editorial 

Religion  Qan  Never  ^Be  <SK  V£obby 

RECENTLY  a  press  report  stated  that  the  time  would  come 
when  cooking,  would  be  a  hobby.  The  writer  meant  that  the 
time  would  come  when  our  food  would  be  prepared  by  pro¬ 
cesses  that  would  make  present-  day  cooking  obsolete.  In 
that  day,  those  who  would  cook  would  be  doing  it  as  a  hobby. 

Something  similar  has  happened  to  some  activities  that  were 
vitally  important  in  other  days.  We  ride  horseback  now  as  a  hobby. 
Less  than  fifty  years  ago  it  was  one  of  the  principal  means  of  trans¬ 
portation.  Archery  is  a  hobby  now.  Once  it  was  a  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  food  for  the  family  and  in  offensive  and  defensive  warfare. 
Hunting  and  fishing  are  now  recreational  hobbies.  Once  they  were 
the  most  important  means  of  obtaining  food. 

There  are  some  activities,  very  useful  in  one  generation,  that 
become  hobbies  in  the  next.  This  has  never  been  true  and  will 
never  be  true  of  the  Christian  religion.  Some  may  attempt  to  make 
religion  a  hobby  to  which  they  give  attention  only  on  special  oc¬ 
casions.  To  make  a  hobby  of  religion  is  to  lose  the  spirit  of  religion 
and,  if  we  lose  the  spirit  of  religion  we  have  in  fact  lost  religion 
itself. 

c&he  o^liracle  of  eTYCethodism 

WITH  the  reading  of  the  appointments  of  the  North  Confer¬ 
ence  last  Sunday  by  Bishop  Martin,  the  work  of  the  three 
annual  sessions  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  our  Epis¬ 
copal  Area  came  to  a  close,  and  we  have  witnessed  another  miracle 
of  Methodism.  \ 

Anyone  who  doubts  modern  miracles  should  attend  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  sessions  of  our  Area  and  then  keep  his  ear  to  the 
ground  for  reactions  to  appointments  after  the  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference  is  over. 

At  the  three  Annual  Conferences  of  our  Area,  held  during  the 
past  three  weeks,  more  than  700  ministers  were  appointed  to  pas¬ 
toral  charges.  This  means  that  there  were  more  than  1,400  hundred 
possibilities  of  dissatisfaction  since  there  is  a  chance  that  either 
the  pastor  or  church  or  both  could  be  dissatisfied  with  the  decision 
of  the  Bishop  and  his  cabinets.  The  almost  universal  approval,  by 
both  pastors  and  churches,  of  the  appointments  made,  while  not 
uncommon,  always  seems  to  approach  the  miraculous. 

In  the  Methodist  system,  charges  do  not  choose  their  pastors. 
Churches  may  pass  resolutions  expressing  their  desires  and  they 
may  make  requests,  which  are  carefully  considered.  But,  since  ap¬ 
pointments  are  made  by  the  Bishop  and  cabinet  in  the  light  of  the 
needs  of  this  whole  conference,  requests  made  by  individual 
churches  cannot  always  be  granted.-  In  the  Methodist  system,  pas¬ 
tors  do  not  select  their  field  of  service.  In  joining  a  Methodist  An¬ 
nual  Conference  a  Methodist  preacher  surrenders  for  himself  and 
his  family  many  rights  others  exercise. 

When  we  add  it  all  up;  the  multiplicity  of  desires,  likes  and 
'dislikes  of  approximately  300,000  Methodists  in  two  states  with 
more  than  700  charges  and  approximately  1,700  individual  church¬ 
es;  when  wfe  add  to  that  the  welfare  and  countless  interests  of  700 
ministers  and  their  families,  we  get  some  faint  conception  of  the_ 
responsibility  facing  a  Bishop  and  his  cabinet  in  making  appoint¬ 
ments.  When  we  remember  that  the  final  decision  regarding  these 
700  and  more  appointments  must  be  written  within  three  weeks, 
we  must  believe  that  a  Power  and  Wisdom  from  a  source  higher 
than  human  has  had  a  part  in  it  else  such  an  undertaking  could  not 
be  completed  in  such  a  short  time  with  such  marvelous  results. 
This  we  call  “The  Miracle  of  Methodism.” 

Just  ^ivO'&hirds  Right 

BISHOP  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  suggested  to  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference  last  week  that  th^  Methodist 
church  should  “re-examine,  improve  or  discard”  its  jurisdic¬ 
tional  system  because  it  was  “devised  to  protect  the  interest  of  a 
minority.”  We  would  like  to  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Bishop 
that  as  far  as  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  is  concerned  that  he 


is  two-thirds  right,  and  that  as  far  as  a  large  segment  of  the  church 
is  concerned  he  is  just  one-third  right. 

Only  two  of  the  church’s  six  Jurisdictions  have  made  a  serious 
attempt  to  develop  a  jurisdictional  program  which  is  worthy  of  the 
name  .The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  embracing  the  southeastern 
section  of  the  United  States,  and  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
consisting  of  the  eight  states  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Okla¬ 
homa,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  havfe  devel¬ 
oped  Jurisdictional  programs  which  make  a  meaningful  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  annual  conferences  comprising  them. 

The  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  would  do  well  to  re-examine 
and  improve  its  affairs.  Experience  in  the  southeast  and  southwest 
indicates  that  Methodism  in  these  parts  want  only  to  improve  what 
they  have  already  found  to  be  very  helpful. 

c f\rea  (Conferences  (Concluded 

THE  1956  sessions  of  t  h  e  Area’s  three  Annual  Conferences 
were  concluded  last  week  with  the  holding  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  in  Conway.  Conference  members  re¬ 
port  that  an  unusually  good  spirit  and  interest  prevailed  in  this 
year’s  sessions,  which  were  marked  by  exceptionally  fine  reports 
in  all  aspects  of  the  church’s  program.  As  the  conference  took  into 
consideration  the  plans  for  the  next  quadrennium’s  work,  an  atti¬ 
tude  of  optimism  was  in  evidence  on  every  side. 

Three  matters  of  interest  which  were  shared  by  all  three  con¬ 
ferences  are  worthy  of  note.  All  three  conferences  reported  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  field  of  church  extension,  an  emphasis  which  was  be¬ 
gun  in  1952  and  which  has  resulted  in  more  than  20  new  churches 
being  aided  during  the  period.  Each  of  these  churches  is  in  a  loca¬ 
tion  which  holds  promise  of  increased  usefulness.  The  conferences 
voted  to  continue  this  emphasis  which  is  promoted  largely  through 
the  1000  Club  plan  which  enlists  the  financial  support  of  church 
members  who  agree  to  contribute  $10  toward  the  support  of 
each  new  church,  with  calls  not  exceeding  three  each  year. 

Hendrix  College,  Conway,  owned  by  the  Little  Rock  and 
North  Arkansas  Conferences,  and  Centenary  College,  Louisiana 
Methodism’s  college,  have  every  right  to  expect  increased  support 
by  Methodists  of  the  two  states  because  of  action  taken  by  the 
three  annual  conferences.  This  action  is  in  line  with  the  General 
Conference  program  of  emphasis  on  higher  education  during  this 
quadrennium.  Methodists  will  be  acquainted  with  the  work  and 
service  of  these  two  institutions.  The  goal  of  a  $1  per  member  was 
recommended  by  each  of  the  conferences  for  acceptance  by  local 
churches,  as  efforts  to  undergird  the  operating  budget  of  these  in¬ 
stitutions  are  pursued. 

Of  paramount  interest  is  the  World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolence  budgets  which  the  conferences  adopted.  Each  of  the 
conferences  accepted  the  35%  increase  apportionment  by  General 
Conference,  and  adopted  conference  benevolence  budgets  repre¬ 
senting  an  equal  advance.  The  Area’s  conferences  have  established 
fine  records  for  th,eir  support  of  the  great  benevolent  causes  of  the 
church  and  Kingdom,  and  the  challenge  represented  in  the  new 
budgets  is  in  keeping  with  what  has  been  done  to  date. 

Conference  reports  indicate  that  the  great  interests  of  the 
church,  evangelism,  education,  missions,  social  action,  as  well  as 
the  institutional  life  of  the  church  are  in  excellent  state. 


CHURCH  FEDERATION  TO  GUIDE  DIVORCEES 
ANONYMOUS  GROUP 

Cleveland  (RNS)  —  A  new  offensive  against  the  divorce  evil 
is  forming  here  under  the  guidance  of  the  Cleveland  Church  Fed¬ 
eration. 

Known  as  Divorcees  Anonymous,  the  movement  seeks  to 
bridge  the  differences  between  estranged  couples  before  they  have 
carried  their  troubles  to  court.  *'»■ 

Leader  of  the  local  drive  is  a  well  known  Rocky  River  woman 
who  is  now  happily  remarried  after  a  painful  divorce. 

Like  others  in  the  movement  over  the  country,  she  works 
anonymously  and  without  pay.  Here  she  will  be  known  simply 
as  Mrs.  L.  •'  "  . 

Explaining  Jhe  purpose  of  the  drive  and  its  methods,  Mrs.  L. 
said  it  was  similar  to  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  It  differs  in  Cleveland 
from  other  cities  because  of  its  church  ties  here.  * 
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Ai  right:  (Left  to  right)  Miss  Hazel  Cooper,  Irma 
Broussard,  Barbara  Buck  and  Mary  Kennon. 
This  room  is  used  for  counseling  and  was  just 
made  available  last  summer.  It  also  doubles  as 
a  sitting  room  and  study  for  the  director.  More 
girls  have  made  use  of  the  opportunity  for  dis¬ 
cussion  with  the  director  since  there  is  a  place 
for  it. 


Above  left:  Off  to  work  any  morning  —  Front 
—  left  to  right:  Roseleen  Thomason,  Mary  Hetta 
Walker.  Back  —  lift  to  right:  Doris  Harris,  Rose¬ 
mary  Herring,  Norma  Efurd,  and  Shirley  Spear¬ 
man. 


A  Home  For  Girls  Away  From  Home 

% 

'  ^ — . 

Business  Qirls  Inn 


By  Hazel  T.  Cooper 


/ 

“  a  home  for  girls  away  from  home”  was 
A  the  dream  of  a  small  group  of  Methodist 
women  of  Shreveport  twenty-eight 
years  ago. 

Early  in  1928  the  Methodist  City  Mission 
Board  of  Shreveport  was  organized.  It  was  com¬ 
posed  of  an  equal  representation  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  members  of  the  then  seven 
Methodist  churches  of  the  city,  duly  incorporated 
to  transact  business  and  transfer  property. 

The  Board  made  a  survey  of  the  number  of 
business  women  and  girls  in  the  city.  Living 
facilities,  boarding  houses  and  wage  scales 
investigated.  The  result  of  the  survey  convinced 
the  Board  of  the  need  for  a  co-operative  home 
for  business  girls  under  some  suitable  auspices. 

After  thoughtful  consideration  a  suitable 
piece  of  property,  within  walking  distance  of  the 
downtown  area  was  leased.  In  September  of 
1928  the  residence  at  4J.2  Fannin  Street  was 
opened  to  twenty-five  girls  with  Miss  Mary 
Nichols  as  director.  In  1930  the  Board  purchased 
the  Fannin  Street  property  which  became  known 
as  Jubilee  Inn,  in  honor  of  the  fiftieth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society.  Mrs.  Mary  Freeman  succeeded  Miss 
Nichols  as  director  in  1932.  The  Home  remained 
in  her  capable  hands  until  her  retirement  in 
September  of  1954.  The  present  director  is  Miss 
Hazel  Cooper,  who  came  to  Shreveport  follow¬ 
ing  a  sabbatical  year,  and  formerly  was  director 
of  Iowa  National  Esther  Hall  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 

As  the  city  grew  and  the  need  for  housing 
increased  the  Board  planned  for  more  commodi¬ 
ous  quarters.  In  1945  a  lot  was  purchased  at 
814  Cotton  Street  and  plans  were  begun  for  the 
present  Business  Girls’  Inn.  The  purchase  price 
of  the  Fannin  Street  property,  $25,000.00  forrqed 
the  nucleus  of  the  building  fund  for  the  new 
home.  In  February  1948  work  was  begun.  This 
was  the  first  cooperative  home  to  be  built  fol¬ 
lowing  the  unification  of  the  Methodist  Churches. 
A  sum  of  money  was  granted  by  the  Woman’s 
division  of  Christian  Service  from  Crusade 
Hunds,  this  with  an  allocation  from  the  Louisiana 


Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  con¬ 
tributions  from  interested  friends  permitted  the 
work  to  proceed.  Shortly  after  completion  the 
property  was  free  of  indebtedness  and  a  long 
cherished  dream  of  the  woman  of  Methodism  for 
the  welfare  of  girls  coming  to  the  city  was 
realized. 

Monthly  contributions  from  the  Woman’s 
Societies  of  Christian  Service  in  the  city  pay  the 
salary  of  the  resident  and  a  small  margin  for 
emergencies.  Institutional  income  pays  current 
operating  expense  and  building  maintenance 
costs. 

Charges  to  girls  are  made  on  a  sliding  scale 
based  on  gross  salary  received.  The  minimum 
charge  for  room  and  board  is  $42.50  a  month. 
The  maximum  is  $55.00.  Girls  may  remain  resi¬ 
dent  for  three  years  or  until  such  time  as  their 
salary  and  experience  in  living  independently 
justifies  a  move. 

Facilities  of  the  Inn  include  thirty  bedrooms 
and  fifteen  baths.  Capacity  is  fifty  girls  and  the 
resident  staff.  Rooms  are  arranged  in  suites  of 
two,  two  girls  to  a  room  and  four  to  a  bath. 
There  is  a  living  room  for  formal  entertaining, 
a  recreation  room  with  ping-pong  table,  record 
player-radio,  piano  and  library  facilities,  a  date 
room  equipped  with  TV,  kitchenette  for  snack¬ 
ing,  a  laundry,  sundeck  and  a  counseling  room 
for  private  conference  and  small  group  sessions. 

Often  people  ask,  “Why  does  the  Woman’s 
Society  invest  in  this  type  of  work?”  “What  do 
you  do?”  “If  girls  are  able  to  finance  themselves, 
why  do  we  use  money  in  this  way?” 

The  answer  is  of  course,  it  is  possible  for 
young  people  to  be  self-supporting  without  ade¬ 
quate  experience  or  judgment  to  be  self  suf¬ 
ficient.  There  is  a  great  difference  between  a 
home  such  as  the  Inn  and  a  boarding  house, 
which  would  be  the  only  solution  for  a  girl  alone 
in  the  city.  It  is  a  venture  in  cooperative  living 
with  a  Christian  atmosphere.  The  Inn  represents 
the  church  in  the  community  and  Christian 
young  people,  in  particular.  It  sets  certain 
standards  of  conduct  and  consideration  for  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  others  which  we  con¬ 
sider  requisite  for  girls  who  live  at  the  Inn. 


It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Inn  to: 

1.  Help  a  girl  adjust  from  a  dependent 
individual  in  the  home  to  an  inde¬ 
pendent  member  of  the  community. 

1.  Assist  her  in  living  for  a  reasonable 
sum  until  she  is  established  in  a  job 
and  has  sufficient  income  and  judg¬ 
ment  to  live  independently. 

3.  Furnish  proper  food. 

4.  Help  her  make  friends  and  establish 
herself  in  a  church  home  and  com¬ 
munity  activities. 

5.  Help  her  in  becoming  a  mature  per¬ 
son. 

Girls  range  in  age  from  seventeen  to  twenty- 
five.  Something  over  a  thousand  girls  have  been 
resident  in  the  Inn  during  the  time  it  has  served 
the  community.  The  average  is  perhaps  about 
seventy-five  during  the  year.  There  is  always 
a  limited  number  of  business  school  students, 
though  it  would  be  possible  to  fill  the  house  with 
students,  the  staff  feels  that  girls  receive  a  more 
rounded  experience  if  there  are  employed  girls 
and  a  varied  age  range. 

Morning  worship  is  a  part  of  the  shared  ex¬ 
perience.  Vesper  services  are  held,  and  a  month¬ 
ly  house  meeting  to  discuss  problems  which  in¬ 
volve  the  entire  household.  No  planned  program 
of  recreation  is  carried  on.  Girls  are  encouraged 
to  participate  in  the  activities  of  the  YWCA  as 
a  community  agency.  However,  plans  are  under 
way  for  some  group  activities  which  will  pro¬ 
vide  something  to  do  with  leisure  time. 

Counseling  is  part  of  the  program,  not  pri¬ 
marily  to  give  advice  to  individuals,  but  the 
opportunity  to  talk  out  problems  and  Vllow  in¬ 
dividuals  to  work  out  their  own  solutions. 

A  few  days  ago  a  girl  came  in  for  an  inter¬ 
view.  We  asked  if  she  would  like  to  see  the 
building.  She  said,  “Oh,  I’ve  been  in  and  seen 
it  before,  I  just  loved  it  and  knew  that  I  had  to 
live  here  if  possible.”  Her  father  is  with  the  Air 
Corps  in  the  Near  East  and  the  mather  is  joining 
him  as  soon  as  school  is  over.  The  daughter  is 
remaining  in  the  States  to  work. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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A  Life  For  Living 


Bt  Ralph  W.  Sockmin 

OUR  OUTLOOK 

My  friends  in  the  Southland  always  seem  surprised  when  they  are 
told  that  their  favorite  song  “Dixie”  was  written  by  an  Ohioan.  And  I  like 
to  tell  them  because  it  happens  that  Dan  Elnmet,  the  author  of  “Dixie,”  was 
born  in  my  own  home  town  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio. 

At  \the  time  of  the  writing,  Dan  Emmet  was  playing  with  a  ministrel 
company  in  New  York  City.  His  employer  asked  him 
to  compose  a  song.  He  had  only  a  brief  week  end  in 
which  to  produce.  He  threw  himself  on  his  bed  in  des¬ 
pair.  It  was  a  dismal  rainy  week  end  and  Emmet’s 
mind  at  first  seemed  empty.  Then  his  imagination  began 
to  work  and  he  composed  the  stirring  song  which  sel¬ 
dom  fails  to  bring  any  audience  to  its  feet.  Who  does  not 
feel  his  nerves  tingle  at  the  words,  “Look  away,  look 
away,  Dixie  Land?” 

From  a  gloomy  hall  bedroom  in  New  York,  Dan 
Emmet  “looked  away”  to  the  sunny  Southland.  God  has 
given  us  this  priceless  gift  of  the  imagination,  which 
enables  us  to  enlarge  our  outlook. 

,  The  Mind's  Eye 

When  Jesus  was  on  earth,  He  healed  several  cases  of  defective  eye¬ 
sight.  However,  He  was  far  more  interested  in  the  eyes  of  the  mind  than 
of  the  body.  He  beheld  His  poor,  blind  countrymen  going  around  the 
dusty  roads  of  Palestine,  often  downcast  and  depressed  because  of  poverty 
and  oppression,  shutting  themselves  into  the  dullness  and  drabness  of 
their  frustrating  existence.  And  He  sought  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  larger 
outlook.  He  said,  “Having  eyes,  see  ye  not?” 

So  when  we  pray,  Jesus  said  to  begin  by  looking  up  to  God.  When 
we  lift  our  eyes  and  thought  to  God,  the  lengthened  outlook  serves  to 
clear  our  vision.  When  we  have  been  looking  long  and  intently  at  some 
close  work  on  our  desk  or  in  our  lap  and  then  turn  to  look  out  the  window, 
we  know  how  the  long  view  rests  our  eyes. 


Look  To  Th»  Hills 

Hills  do  have  a  calming  and  strengthening  effect  on  us,  don’t  they> 
They  suggest  endurance  —  “the  eternal  hills,”  we  say.  They  suggest 
security,  and  we  speak  of  a  place  as  “sheltered  Among  the  hills.”  It  is  no 
wonder  that  the  121st  Psalm  is  such  a  favorite  scripture  for  funeral  occa¬ 
sions.  When  we  are  bereft  of  a  loved  one  and  the  bottom  seems  to  have 
dropped  out  of  life,  think  how  it  helps  to  lift  our  eyes  unto  the  hills  and 
listen  to  the  Psalmist’s  reassuring  wqrds. 

The  long  view  of  the  hills  and  the  thought  of  the  God  of  the  hills  do 
rest  our  eyes  and  help  to  restore  our  poise.  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  I  was  lunching  with  one  of  my  parishioners,  Mr.  Richard  C.  Pat- 
terson,  the  then  American  Minister  to  Switzerland.  The  conversation  be¬ 
fore  lunch  had  focused  on  the  confusion  and  perils  of  our  world,  which 
seem  so  close  around  Switzerland’s  listening  post.  But  when  we  went  into 
the  dining  room  on  that  clear  day,  our  host  led  us  to  the  window  from 
which  we  could  see  some  sixty  miles  away  the  snow-crowned  peak  of  the 
Jungfrau.  The  sight  of  that  majestic  mountain  cast  a  spell  of  calm  over  our 
minds  and  the  social  problems  we  had  been  so  hotly  discussing  seemed 
set  in  a  larger  frame. 

God  Is  Eternal 

Do  our  world  problems  seem  so  dark  and  dismal  that  we  have  grown 
tired  looking  at  them?  The  godless  Communists  who  rage  about  Ameri¬ 
cans  as  warmongers,  while  they  foment  strife,  the  uprisings  in  the  Middle 
East  which  shake  kingdoms,  the  release  of  nuclear  force  which  could 
conceivably  burn  up  the  earth  itself  —  do  all  these  seem  too  much  for 
us?  Well,  all  these  seem  like  things  which  have  happened  before.  Listen 
to  the  Psalmist  again:  “The  heathen  raged,  the  Kingdoms  were  moved- 
he  uttereth  his  voice,  the  earth  melted.”  Then  the  Psalmist  interprets 
God  as  saying,  “Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God.”  Have  our  daily  burdens 
gotten  us  down?  Are  we  so  bothered  and  distracted  that'  “we  can’t  spp 
straight?” 

Let  the  long  view  rest  our  tired  minds  and  clear  our  blurred  vision 
Although  we  see  change  and  decay  all  around,  let  us  restore  our  feeling 
of  security  in  the  thought  that  God  “hath  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all 
generations.” 


GOD’S  CAPITAL  STOCK 


“For  to  him  who  has  will  more  be 
given,  and  he  will  have  abundance;  but 
from  him  who  has  not,  even  what  he  has 
will  be  taken  away.” 

Matthew  13:12  (RSV) 

This  is  not  an  easy  passage  to  understand. 
It  sounds  a  lot  like  the  selfish  saying  that  “The 
rich  get  richer  and  the  poor  get  poorer  ’.  But 
Jesus  could  never  have  intended  such  a  heart¬ 
less  statement.  Let  us  come  at  it  from  another 
angle. 

You  can’t  pour  a  quart  of  water  into  a  pint 
cup.  Neither  can  God  pour  a  great  deal  of  His 
love  into  a  small  soul.  But  God  has  provided  the 
means  whereby  that  soul  might  grow  on  the  love 
that  comes  into  it  if  the  owner  wants  it  to  grow. 
God  has  provided  an  infinite  amount  of  power 
and  grace  which  are  available  to  anyone  who 
will  but  ask  for  it.  The  Holy  Spirit  continues  to 
endow  that  person  with  strength  for  beyond  what 
he  can  comprehend  if  he  will  open  his  heart  and 
soul  to  receive  it.  As  Jesus  said,  “To  him  who 
has  will  more  be  given,  and  he  will  have  abund¬ 
ance  .  .  .  .” 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  person  who 
makes  no  effort  to  enlarge  his  Christian  under¬ 
standing  and  sympathies.  God’s  love  finds  little 
encouragement  as  it  strives  to  live  in  the  heart 
of  this  man  or  woman.  For  as  this  person  be¬ 
comes  older  his  capacity  for  love  and  understand¬ 
ing  becomes  less  and  less.  His  soul  becomes 
hopelessly  stunted.  In  this  condition  any  growth 
is  prohibited.  He  cannot  accumulate  any  breadth 
of  love  or  understanding.  His  ruling  motives  are 
his  own  selfish  wishes.  He  once  had  a  small 
amount  of  Christian  love  and  forbearance,  but 
now  it  is  nearly  gone.  Jesus  said  of  these  people, 
“Even  what  he  has  will  be  taken  away.” 

God’s  love  and  grace  are  His  capital  stock. 
He  has  an  endless  amount  of  them  both,  but  He 
still  needs  human  beings  to  handle  these  holy 
things.  Everyone  of  us  has  a  chance  to  invest 
this  -  capital  stock  in  our  lives  and  in  the  lives 
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WHAT  DO  OUR  HYMNS  TEACH  US? 

A  rather  penetrating  recent  discussion  of 
Protestant  hymns  by  two  well-known  Jesuit 
priests  in  the  columns  of  “Theological  Studies” 
(published  by  the  'Theological  Faculties  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus  in  the  U.S.)  throws  interesting 
and  objective  sidelight  upon  Protestant  beliefs 
and  the  relationship  to  them  of  the  hymns  in 
common  evangelical  use. 

Father  Gustave  Weigel  had  been  expressing 
Catholic  concern  at  the  growth  of  liberalism 
among  Protestants  in  America.  He  had  given 
evidence  that  “fundamental  Christian  dogmas” 
are  being  ‘[washed  away”  in  the  divinity  schools, 
the  churches,  and  among  the  ministry  and  laity 
of  many  Protestant  groups  “and  nihilism  is  tak¬ 
ing  its  (Christianity’s)  place.” 

But  Father  James  M.  Carmody  contended 
that  the  liturgy  —  and  especially  the  hymns  — 
used  in  Protestant-  churches  does  not  warrant 
“this  gloomy  picture”  of  Protestant  teaching. 
And  he  puts  forth  a  study  he  made  of  the  dogmas 
or  theological  teachings  of  hymns  adjudged  “fav¬ 
orites”  among  Protestants.  He  bases  his  study 
on  James  and  Albert  Morehead’s  “101  Favorite 
Hymns”  (Pocket  Books,  Inc.),  a  well-chosen 
cross-section  of  Protestant  church  hymnody. 

Father  Carmody  finds  in  these  favorite 
hymns  the  divinely  revealed  truths  of  all  Chris¬ 
tendom  untouched  by  “the  waves  of  modernism 
and  liberalism.”  He  finds  that  in  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  hymns  the  dogmas  concerning  God 
and  his  various  attributes  are  presented;  that 
“the  picture  drawn  of  the  Blessed  Lord  is  a  full 
one”  throughout  the  volume;  that  redemption, 
and  justification,  the  communion  of  saints,  heav¬ 
en,  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  other  Christian 


of  those  whom  we  see  every  day.  The  stock  will 
grow  in  value  every  day  if  we  will  put  it  to 
work.  In  fact,  it’s  growing  in  value  somewhere 
all  the  time.  It  is  up  to  us  to  enlarge  our  capacity 
for  this  stock  so  that  we  may  deal  in  more  aqd 
more  of  it.  Because,  just  as  it  will  grow  when  we 
put  it  to  work,  so  will  it  shrivel  and  shrink  in 
value  if  we  hoard  it.  Maybe  that’s  what  Jesus 
was  talking  about  in  those  verses. 


teachings  and  concepts  are  given  full  place  in 
the  representative  hymns  of  this  volume.  He 
adds:  “The  recurrence  of  certain  dogmatic 
themes  throughout  a  number  of  hymns  makes 
it  quite  probable  that  these  dogmas  are  being 
heralded  (if  not  preached)  in  many  Protestant 
groups  today.” 

In  reply  to  Father  Carmody,  Father  Weigel 
acknowledges  the  value  of  this  study  of  Protest¬ 
ant  favorite  hymns,  but  makes  a  penetrating 
appraisal  that  every  Protestant  might  well  pond¬ 
er.  Says  he: 

“The  hymns  the  Protestants  sing,  the  cliches 
the  preachers  use,  the  message  the  liturgies  con¬ 
vey,  the  manifestos  issued  by  the  World  Council, 
all  carry  a  confession  of  the  faith  of  our  fathers. 
Yet  the  theologians  feel  uncomfortable  because 
of  the  formulas  that  are  sincerely  and  lovingly 
used.  They  believe  that  the  symbols  cannot  be 
understood  as  our  fathers  understood  them.  All 
would  agree  that  to  some  extent  they  must  be 
‘demythologized.’  ... 

“One  gets  the  feeling  that  more  and  more 
Protestants  are  asking,  not  what  the  Christian 
tradition  declares,  but  rather  how  much  of  it 
we  can  accept  today.  They  have  no  quarrel  with 
their  hymns,  which  are  very  dear  to  them  even 
when  their  literary  and  musical  forms  are  not 
exemplary.  The  fundamentalists  cling  closely  to 
the  original  meaning  of  such  songs,  and  they  are 
forthright  and  highly  vocal  in  saying  so.  Yet  the 
question  vpe  must  ask  is  whether  the  movement 
of  Protestantism  as  a  whole  is  toward  funda¬ 
mentalism  or  away  from  it.  In  spite  of  the  vigor, 
zeal,  and  relative  increase  of  fundamentalist 
groups,  I  think  the  general  movement  is  away 
from  fundamentalism  .  .  . 

“Salvation,  redemption,  the  saving  blood, 
resurrection,  Church,  the  Spirit,  are  words  as 
current  today  in  Protestant  speech  as  they  were 
in  the  past.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  these 
terms  for  those  who  use  them?  Would  it  be  too 
trenchant  to  say  that  for  many  who  sing  these 
words  no  precise  meaning  is  expressed?  Un¬ 
doubtedly  the  meaning  granted  these  words  by 
the  famous  urban  theological  centers  is  totally 
different  from  that  conveyed  by  the  many  little 
Bible  colleges  scattered  through  the  South  and 
West.” 

One  might  go  much  farther  than  Father 
Weigel  and  ask  how  many  people  in  the  average 
Protestant  congregation  think  about  the  words 
they  sing?  Don’t  most  of  tljem  “like”  a  hymn 
because  of  its  tune?  Do  our  hymns  really  teach 
us  “dogmas”?  And,  if  any  particular  meaning  is 
attached  to  the  words,  is  not  that  meaning  based 
upon  concepts  drawn  from  places  often  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  hymnal? 
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BRACE  UP  YOUR  MINDS 


Activities  Of  Division 
Of  The  Local  Church 

The  activities  of  the  staff  of  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  demon¬ 
strate  the  working  of  democracy  at 
its  best.  The  staff  operates  through 
its  own  standing  committees,  and 
through  interdivision  committees  on 
matters  that  concern  one  or  both  of 
the  other  divisions  of  the  Board — 
Editorial  and  Educational  Institu¬ 
tions.  It  also  works  with  a  number 
of  interboard  committees. 

There  are  standing  committees 
that  report  from  time  to  time  to  the 
entire  staff  meeting  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins, 
executive  secretary  of  the  division. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  Dr.  Adkins 
will  report  to  the  General  Board  on 
the  work  that  has  been  done. 

Some  of  these  committees  are: 
Leadership  Education,  Christian 
Family,  Music,  Drama,  Camping, 
Recreation. 

Much  work  is  done  also  in  the 
staff  meetings  of  the  departments 
presided  over  by  i  the  department 
directors.  The  directors  are:  Dr. 
Mary  Alice  Jones,  Children;  Rev. 
Harold  W.  Ewing,  Youth;  Dr.  M.  Leo 
Rippy,  Adult;  Rev.  M.  Earl  Cunning¬ 
ham,  Leadership  Education;  Rev. 
Walter  Towner,  General  Church 
School  Work;  Dr.  Edward  D. 
Staples,  Christian  Family;  Rev.  Hor¬ 
ace  W.  Williams,  Joint  Department 
of  Missionary  Education. 

There  are  47  members  on  the 
Local  Church  Division  staff.  These 
persons  have  been  chosen  by  the 
Board  of  Education  for  outstanding 
ability  in  their  respective  fields. 

Dr.  Adkins,  who  was  elected  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  division  in 
1955,  said  it  would  be  a  fine  thing 
if  Methodists  would  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  functions  of  the 
Local  Church  Division  that  are 
found  in  paragraphs  1396-1410  of 
the  Discipline.  Paragraph  1396  reads- 
in  part  as  follows: 

"The  Division  of  the  Local  Church 
shall  develop  a  comprehensive  and 
unified  program  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  which  shall  lead  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the 
Christian  religion,  and  the  Christian 
Church.  It  shall  provide  for  wor¬ 
ship,  fellowship,  study,  and  service, 
including  social,  recreational,  evan¬ 
gelistic,  and  missionary  activities, 
and  education  in  the  Christian  way 
of  life.” 


Taken  together,  widest  religious 
tolerance  and  a  strengthened  sense 
of  our  common  ethical  foundations 
of  belief,  when  practiced,  will  bring 
to  the  world  that  understanding, 
that  desire  to  live  and  let  live,  which 
is  the  spiritual  basis  of  any  com¬ 
munity.  The  world  is  now  too  small 
for  violence,  but  it  is  not  too  large 
for  sympathy  and  understanding 
and  mutual  respect  among  all  its 
Peoples. — Dr.  Grayson  L.  Kirk 


Bono 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Bono  Methodist  Church 
the  week  of  May  21-25  inclusive. 
Mesdames  Mills,  Pollard,  Woods, 
and  Hendrix  were  the  teachers  in 
the  various  departments. 

The  serving  of  refreshments, 
sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  was  enjoyed 
each  day  the  school  was  in  session. 
— Mrs.  Ralph  Armour 
Jennings 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Jennings  has  jusj;  completed  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Vacation  Church  School.  The 
school  ran  from  June  4  through- 
.  June  8.  There  were  108  children 
enrolled  with  a  staff  of  20  teachers 
and  assistants.  On  Sunday  evening 
a  program  was  presented  and  cer¬ 
tificates  were  awarded  each  child. 

The  Kindergarten  group  present¬ 
ed  “We  Went  Out  of  Doors,”  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  F.  A.  Stolzle 
with  Mrs.  Carl  Ewalt,  Mrs.  Dan 
Donald  ind  Mrs.  A.  A.  Adams  as¬ 
sisting.  The  Primaries  presented 
"Jesus,  The  Friend”  in  song  and 
story,  directed  by  Mrs.  R.  Bruce 
Welsh  with  Mrs.  Eugene  Sawyer, 
Mrs.  David  Morgan  and  Mrs.  Arlie 
Parker  assisting.  The  Junior  group 
studied  “Churches  Around  the 
Wofld”  and  presented  a  play,  "J.B. 
C.S.  Announcing.”  Mrs.  Darrell 
Temple  directed  this  group  and  was 
assisted  by  Mrs.  R.  B.  Crichlow, 
Mrs.  Sydney  Mouton,  Mrs.  B.  R. 
Foss  and  Edgar  Broussard.  The  In¬ 
termediate  Class  studied  “One 
Church  For  One  World,”  led  by 
Mrs.  James  Carter,  who  was  assist¬ 
ed  *by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Reed  and  Mrs.  E. 
W.  Horne. 

Following  the  program  in  the 
sanctuary,  open  house  was  held  in 
Fellowship  Hall  for  the  parents  and 
friends  to  see  the  display  of  hand¬ 
work,  posters  and  notebooks. 

First  Church,  Van  Buren 

Rev.  Jesse  L..  Johnson,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Van 
Buren,  was  the  director  of  an  eight- 
day  Vacation  Church  School  which 
ended  Wednesday  night,  June  6, 
with  a  program  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  church  and  a  display  of  the 
work  of  the  school. 

Some  75  boys  and  girls  were  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  three  departments, 
Kindergarten,  Primary  and  Junior 
under  the  leadership  of  16  adults. 
Assisting  with  the  recreation  were 
six  Intermediate  girls.  Women  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  served  light  refreshments 
each  day. 

On  Thursday  15  of  the  boys  and 
girls  appeared  on  TV  and  shared 
some  of  the  experiences  they  had 
during  the  school.— Mrs.  Fay  Wil¬ 
liams 


The  New  World  of  our  time,  now 
in  the  making,  stands  poised  and 
trembling  between  the  message  of 
Jesus  Christ,  as  against  such  godless 
thinking  as  the  communists  pro¬ 
claim  .  .  .  God  can  build  His  king¬ 
dom  only  with  the  help  of  human 
hands  and  hearts.— Hon.  Frances  B. 
Sayre 


Public  Schools  And 
Religion 

“Protestant  churchmen  have  some 
clear  views  on  the  way  public 
schools  should  handle  religion,” 
says  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Van  Loon. 
“A  statement  on  this  issue  is  avail¬ 
able  in  the  report  on  the  National 
Conference  on  Religion  and  Public 
Education,  held  in  St.  Louis  last 
November.” 

Director  of  Church  and  Public 
School  Relations,  General  Board  of 
Education,  Mr.  Van  Loon  feels  that 
interest  in  the  matter  is  growing. 
He  points  out  that  in  the  Episcopal 
Address  to  the  recent  General  Con¬ 
ference,  a  statement  was  made  on 
the  Methodist  point  of  view. 

Because  the  issue  is  both  timely 
and  controversial,  he  feels  that 
many  church  school  workers  will 
wish  to  see  the  printed  report  of 
the  St.  Louis  Conference.  Some  of 
the  subjects  it  treats  are:  “The  Bi¬ 
ble  in  Public  Schools,”  “Practices 
of  Worship  in  the  Public  Schools,” 
“Church  Channels  for  Expression 
of  Our  Concern,”  and  “Freedom  to 
Learn.” 

Other  sections  deal  with:  “In¬ 
creasing  Understanding  Between 
Church  and  School  Leadership”  and 
“Relationships  of  Church  Education¬ 
al  Efforts  to  State  Agencies.” 

The  report  contains  also  a  list  of 
state  regulations  concerning  re¬ 
ligion  and  public  education. 

“If  Christians  are  to  commit  their 
children  to  the  public  schools,  any¬ 
thing  that  happens  to  the  public 
school  is  of  concern  to  them  and 
to  their  children,”  says  the  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  report,  written  by 
Dr.  R.  L.  Hunt,  director,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Religion  and  Public  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Council. 

Copies  of  the  report  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  the  Service  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education,  P.  O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 
Price,  10  cents. 


LOCAL  CHURCH  DIVISION 
COOPERATES  WITH  TEN 
INTERBOARD  GROUPS 

During  the  past  quadrennium  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  has  been 
related  to  ten  important  interboard 
groups  in  The  Methodist  Church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Leon  M.  Adkins, 
executive  secretary  of  the  division. 
These  are: 

Joint  Committee  on  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  in  Foreign  Fields;  Inter¬ 
board  Committee  on  Missionary 
Education;  Interboard  Commission 
on  the  Local  Church;  Commission 
on  Promotion  and  Cultivation;  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Materials  for  Training  in 
Church  Membership;  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Temperance  Education;  In¬ 
terboard  Committee  on  Christian 
Vocations;  Interboard  Committee  on 
Town  and  Country  Work;  Joint 
Committee  on  Architecture;  Tele¬ 
vision,  Radio  and  Film  Commission. 

Relationships  with  these  groups 
will  continue  through  the  next 


“Methodist  adults  seem  to  be 
studying  harder,”  says  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Laymon,  editor  of  Adult  Publi¬ 
cations,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  He  bases  that  judgment  on 
growth  in  size  and  circulation  of 
the  booklet,  Brace  Up  Your  Minds. 

First  published  in  1946,  this  list  of 
approved  study  materials  and  rec¬ 
ommended  additional  resource  con¬ 
sisted,  at  that  time,  of  an  eight- 
page  pamphlet.  The  1956-57  edition, 
just  now  available,  is  a  64-page 
booklet. 

Issued  annually,  Brace  Up  Your 
Minds  has  a  1946  circulation  of  20,- 
000  copies.  Circulation  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  edition  is  expected  to  reach 
102,000. 

Audio-visual  resources  were  first 
listed  in  the  booklet  in  1954.  That 
year,  these  teaching  aids  made  up  a 
ten-page  list;  in  the  current  edition, 
the  list  has  grown  to  sixteen  pages. 

Twelve  staff  members  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults  and  the  Department  of  Adult 
Publications  cooperated  in  the  prep¬ 
aration  of  Brace  up  your  Minds.  The 
booklet  is  distributed  free  by  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  It  may 
also  be  ordered  free  from  the  Edi¬ 
torial  Division,  810  Broadway,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 

Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Adults  whose  staff  cooperated  in 
preparation  of  the  booklet,  points 
out  that  several  features  are  espe¬ 
cially  useful.  For  instance,  there  is 
a  special  list  of  study  materials  for 
parents.  And  many  adult  classes  and 
fellowship  groups  have  found  the 
“unit  selector”  very  helpful  in  situ¬ 
ations  where  groups  select  their 
own  studies. 

“Everything  considered,”  says  Dr. 
Laymon,  “Methodism  may  take 
pride  in  the  variety  and  intensity 
of  study  on  the  part  of  her  mature 
men  and  women.  Growth  in  size  and 
circulation  of  the  resource  book 
says  a  great  deal  about  effectiveness 
of  our  total  program  of  Christian 
education  of  adults.” 

Two  companion  pieces  to  the  list 
of  adult  study  materials  are  avail¬ 
able.  Youth  Planbook  and  Resource 
for  Leaders  of  Children  deal  with 
the  respective  age  groups.  Unless  a 
given  resource  is  listed  in  one  of 
the  three  booklets,  it  is  not  an  “ap¬ 
proved”  piece.  Annual  report  blanks 
for  pastors  include  the  question  (No. 
29),  “Are  all  lesson  materials  used 
approved  by  The  Methodist 
Church?” 


Brotherhood,  like  charity,  must 
begin  at  home,  be  resident  in  your 
town,  on  your  street,  within  your 
heart.  If  the  fraternal  spirit  doesn’t 
live  in  you,  then  it  doesn’t  exist  at 
all,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  and 
you  will  not  recognize  it  in  others. — 
Dr.  J.  Richard  Sneed 


quadrennium,  Dr.  Adkins  said. 


The  division  also  cooperates  with 
the  National  Council  of  the  Church¬ 
es  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bible  Society,  and  the  John 
Milton  Society  for  the  Blind. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference  Appointments  For  1956 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Richard  E.  Connell— District  Superintend¬ 
ent 

Batesville — 

Asbury — Cyril  E.  Wilson 
Central  Avenue — J.  M.  Barnett 
First  Church — Lloyd  M.  Conyers 
Bethesda-Cushman— Mark  Wimmer 
Calico  Rock — Charles  Casteel 
Cave  City-Sidney— Ray  Moncrief 
Cave  City  Circuit— Ivan  R.  Wilson 
Concord-Wolf  Bayou— To  be  supplied 
Cotter-Bull  Shoals — Robert  Howerton 
Desha-Salado — John  Sandage 
Associate — Evern  Hunter 
Evening  Shade  Circuit — A.  S.  Aist 
Melbourne — Robert  Johnson 
Melbourne  Circuit — To  be  supplied 
Moorefield-McHue — Ray  Edwards 
Mountain  Home — Benjamin  C.  Few 
Mountain  Home  Parish  —  William  Yar¬ 
brough 

Mountain  View — Henry  W.  Jinske 
Newark-Oil  Trough — Gerald  D.  Hammett 
Newport,  First  Church — John  Bayliss 
Umstead — Pryor  Reed  Cruce 
Pleasant  Plains  Circuit— Burnell  Stephens 
Salem— Burlis  W.  Stallcup 
Swifton-Alicia — Theron  McKisson 
Tuckerman — W.  M.  Womack  ✓ 

Viola  Circuit— Otho  Strayhorn  / 

Yellville-Cedar  Grove— M.  L.  Kaylor 
Oak  Grove— J.  B.  Stewart' 

Sulphur  Rock— J.  M.  Hughes 
District  Director  of  Radio  and  Films— J. 
'M.  Barnett 

District  Commissioner  Childrens  Home— 
W.  M.  Womack 

District  Director  of  Golden  Cross— Theron 
McKisson 

District  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist — B. 

W.  Stallcup  „ 

District  Director  of  Evangelism— Robert 
Howerton 

District  Director  of  Temperance— Theron 
McKisson 

District  Missionary  Secretary — John  Bay- 
liss 

Deaconess,  Rural  Work— Mary  Chaffin 
Student,  Garrett  Biblical  Institute— Maur¬ 
ice  Lanier  ,  „ 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Navy— Marvest  Lawson 
Director  Town  and  Country  Department, 
General  Board  of  Missions  —  Glenn  F . 
Sanford 

CONWAY  DISTRICT 

Henry  A.  Rickey— District  Superintendent 
Atkins — Joseph  E.  Taylor 
Belleville — Fred  Thompson 

Associate — Mrs.  Fred  Thomspon 
Bethel-Cato— Harold  Wells 
Conway —  „ 

First  Church— Joel  Cooper 
Salem — M.  B.  Short 
Wesley — Harold  Wilson 
Danville— Paul  Lanier 
DardaneUe — Wm.  A.  Stewart,  Jr. 
Dardanelle  Circuit — W.  G.  Connor 
Dover-London — J.  A.  Newell 
Fourche  Valley — Bob  Darrell 
Greenbrier  Circuit — Cecil  Harrison  • 
Morrilton — David  Conyers 
Morrilton  Circuit— Ed  Blythe 
Naylor  Circuit — James  K.  Cooley 
North  Little  Rock : 

Amboy— M.  Burroughs 
Beacon — W.  V.  Walthall 
First  Church— W.  Henry  Goodloe 
Associate — J.  L.  Pruitt 
Gardner  Memorial — E.  B.  Williams 
Lakewood — George  Wayne  Martin 
Levy— S.  O.  Patty 
Rose  City— Robert  Simpson 
Sylvan  Hills— Norris  Steele 
Washington  Ave.— Archie  N.  Boyd 
Oppello — David  Jones 
Perryville — Davis  Bilberry 
Plainview-Ola — Britt  Cordell 
Plummerville — Harold  Bailey 
Pope  County  Circuit — W.  Gillian 
Pottsville — Elsworth  Watson 
Russellville,  First — Alf  A.  Eason 
Second  Church— Vernon  Anderson 
Vilonia— Tom  English 
Waltreak-Scotland — A.  E.  McIUveene 
Dist.  Director  Radio  and  Films  —  David 

Conyers 

Dist.  Commissioner,  Children  Home — Ken 
Estes  ,  _ 

Dist.  Director  Golden  Cross — Joel  Cooper 

Dist.  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist  —  W. 
Henry  Goodloe 

Dist  Director,  Evangelism — E.  B.  Williams 
Dist.  Director,  Temperance  —  Archie  N. 
Boyd 

Dist.  Missionary  Secretary— William  A. 

Stewart,  Jr.  „ 

Prof.  Hendrix  College— V.  Earl  Copes 
Chaplain  in  Industry,  Lone  Star  Steel  Co. — 
James  W.  Workman 

Field  Representative,  Hendrix  College — 
Jgmes  T.  Clemons 

Professor  of  Religion,  Hendrix  College— 
James  S.  Upton 

Exec.  Secy.  Board  of  Education—Ira  A. 

Brumley  _  , 

Editor,  Arkansas  Methodist — Edward  T. 
Wayland 

Editor,  Arkansas  Methodist  —  Ewing  T. 
Wayland 

Exec.  Secy.,  Town  and  Country  Commis¬ 
sion — A.  N.  Storey 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  — 
James  M.  Gatlin 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — 
Thomas  Nation 

Chaplain,  Veterans  Administration— Gilbert 
F.  Hyde 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Roy  I.  Bagley— District  Superintendent 
Bentonville— Martin  Bierbaum 
Bentonville  Circuit— To  be  supplied 


Berry ville — J.  H.  Holt 
Brightwater — W.  C.  Hutton 
Bland's  Chapel-Avoca — To  be  supplied 
Centerton — W.  A.  Lindsey 
Decatur — Woodrow  Woods 
Elm  Springs-Harmon — Virgil  M.  Hainsey 
Eureka  Springs — H.  F.  McDonal 
Farmington-Winslow — To  be  supplied 
Fayetteville,  Central — Robert  E.  L.  Beard¬ 
en 

Associate — Frank  Jones 
Wiggins — Raymond  Dorman 
Gentry — Worth  W.  Gibson 
Goshen-=Qlen  L.  Cole 
Gravette — Lloyd  L.  Turner 
Green  Forrest  Area — W.  Leonard  Byers 
Huntsville-Presley — J.  J.  Clark 
Lincoln-Summers — C.  H.  Harvison 
Morrow — Eugene  Miser 
Pea  Ridge-Tuck's  Chapel — Aubra  O.  Hays 
Prairie  Grove- — Verlia  F.  Harris 
Rogers — Harold  D.  Womack 
Siloam  Springs — Edwin  B.  Dodson 
Springdale — 

First — George  F.  Ivey 
Associate — John  Flynn 
Wesley — Sam  Auslam 
Springtown-Highfill — Larry  Dodgen 
Sulphur  Springs— T.  C.  Chambliss 
Viney  Grove  Circuit — E.  F.  Flower 
White  River  Charge — L.  L.  Langston 
Dist.  Director  Radio  and  Films — Sam  Aus¬ 
lam 

Dist.  Commissioner  Childrens  Home — Dr. 
Will  H.  Mock 

Dist.  Director  Golden  Cross — Martin  Bier¬ 
baum 

Dist.  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist — Edwin 

B.  Dodson  ■ 

Dist.  Director  of  Evangelism — George  F. 
Ivey 

Dist.  Director  of  Temperance — Raymond 
Dorman 

District  Missionary  Secretary — Robert  E. 
L.  Bearden 

Superintendent,  Western  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly — Elmer  H.  Hook 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — J. 
Hillman  Byrum 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Allen 
R.  Brockway 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Joe 
E.  Black 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force — Thomas  E. 
Richardson 

George  O.  Robinson  School,  PuerttT  Rico— 
Albert  W.  Martin,  Jr. 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force — Willie  Lilburn 
Walker 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force — J.  Rudolph 
Woodroof 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

Otto  W.  Teague — District  Superintendent 
Aubrey-Lexa — Van  Hooker 
Brinkley — J.  Clarence  Wilcox 
Cherry  Valley — John  Chapman 
Clarendon— Louis  F.  LaFevers 
Colt  Circuit — Edwin  C.  Sooter 
Cotton  Plant — A.  W.  Harris 
Cravyfordsville-Black  Fish — Luther  K.  Wil¬ 
son 

Earle — Gaither  A.  McKelvey 
Elaine  Circuit — Sam  G.  Watson 
Forrest  City-Haynes — Raymond  L.  Franks 
Helena — Irl  Bridenthal 
Holly  Grove — George  McGehey 
Hughes — Elmus  C.  Brown 
Hunter- Whitehall— J.  C.  Richey 
Hulbert — To  be  supplied 
Marianna — Garland  C.  Taylor 
Marion — I.  L.  Claud 
Marvell — M.  L.  Edgington 
Parkin — Charles  Lewis 
Turrell-Gilmore — Frank  Shell 
Vanndale  Circuit — M.  J.  Pollard 
West  Helena — Glenn  Bruner 
West  Memphis,  First — J.  Ralph  Hillis 
Rosewood — Vernon  Paysinger 
Wheatley-Moro — Gail  Anderson 
Widener-Round  Pond — James  M.  Meadors 
Wynne — Hubert  E.  Pearce 
Dist.  Director  of  Radio  and  Films — Hubert 
E.  Pearce 

Dist.  Commissioner,  Children’s  Home — 
Carl  Conner 

Dist.  Director  of  Golden  Cross— Elmus  C. 
Brown 

Dist.  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist  —  Irl 
Bridenthal 

District  Director  of  Evangelism — J.  Clar¬ 
ence  Wilcox 

Dist.  Director  of  Temperance — Luther  K. 
Wilson 

District  Missionary  Secretary — J.  Ralph 
Hillis 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology— Sam¬ 
uel  B.  Teague 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 

Ethan  W.  Dodgen — District  Superintendent 

Alix  Circuit — Lester  N.  Nance 

Alma — Willis  H.  Harl 

Altus  Circuit — Raymond  Hawkins 

Barling-Milltown — E .  C.  Dempsey 

Booneville— Robert  Paul  Sessions 

Branch  Circuit — Uriah  Smith 

Charleston — W.  J.  Spicer 

Clarksville — Paul  M.  Bumpers 

Clarksville  Circuit— To  be  supplied 

Ft.  Smith: 

First— Fred  G.  Roebuck 
Fifth  Street — Bennie  G.  Ruth 
Associate — Floyd  G.  Villines,  Sr. 

Glover  Memorial— Roy  E.  Poynor 
Goddard  Memorial — Alfred  A.  Knox 
Grand  Avenue— Charles  B.  Wyatt 
Massard — Earl  Hughes 
Midland  Heights— W.  A.  Downum 
St.  Luke— Paul  Kelley  , 

St.  Paul’s— J.  H.  Hoggard 
Greenwood — Brady  Cook 


Hartford-Midland — O.  R.  Findley 

Hartman  Circuit — Kenneth  Renfroe 

Huntington-Hackett — George  Kleeb 

Kibler-Dyer — J .  E.  Thomas 

Lamar — Jerry  K.  Stroud 

Lavaca — H.  Lynn  Wade 

Magazine  Circuit — Waymon  Keel 

Mansfield — Fern  Cook 

Mulberry — Porter  Weaver 

New  Hope-Mountain  View — W.  T.  Watson 

Ozark — Charles  P.  McDonald,  Jr. 

Paris— G.  B.  Ames 

Prairie  View-Scranton — Dave  Smitherman 
Van  Buren: 

First — Jessie  L.  Johnson 
St.  Johns — William  Wilder 
City  Heights — Felix  Holland 
Waldron— Oscar  J.  Evanson 
Waldron  Circuit — Lindsey  Rolland 
Dist.  Director  Radio  and  Films — Alfred  A. 
Knox 

Dist.  Commission,  Childrens  Home — Leslie 
Bryant 

District  Director,  Golden  Cross  — ,W.  J. 
Spicer 

Dist.  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist — G.  B. 
Ames 

Dist.  Director,  Evangelism— Fred  G.  Roe¬ 
buck 

Dist.  Director,  Temperance  —  George 
Kleeb 

Dist.  Missionary  Secretary  —  Oscar  J. 
Evanson 

Chaplain,  State  Sanatorium — Bates  Sturdy 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Aar¬ 
on  Barling  » 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology — Troy 
Clinesmith 

Student,  Candler  School  of  Theology  — 
Frank  R.  Clemons 

Student,  Vanderbilt  School  of  Religion — 
James  Perry  Parker 

Professor,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — A. 
W.  Martin,  Sr. 


JONESBORO  DISTRICT 

Elmer  J.  Holifield — District  Superintend¬ 
ent 

Bay — B.  Vernon  Dennis 

Black  Oak-Macey — James  Fleming 

Blytheville  — 

First — Harold  O.  Eggensperger 
Lake  Street — Mitchell  Sanford 
Wesley  Parish — Laymon  Bounds 
Bono  Circuit — B.  J.  Vancleve 
Brookland  Circuit — W.  W.  Peterson 
Caraway — J.  M.  Harrison 
Dell — Eugene  Hall 
Dyess-Whitten — Y.  -D.  Whitehurst 
Harrisburg — J.  T.  Byrd 
Hickory  Ridge — Jack  Glass 
Joiner — E.  E.  Stevenson 
Jonesboro — 

First — J.  William  Wats»n 
Fisher  St.— W.  T.  Lingo 
Huntington  Ave. — Ben  F.  Jordan 
St.  Paul — Lamar  Davis 
Jonesboro  Circuit — To  be  supplied 
Keiser-Riverside — E.  C.  Hance 
Lake  City-Lake  View — Leon  Wilson 
Leachville — J.  E.  Linam 
Lepanto-Garden  Point — C.  Houston l Farmer 
Luxora — Carl  C.  Burton 
Manila — Harold  Spence 
Marked  Tree— H.  J.  Couchman  , 
Monette — Pharis  Holifield 
Mt.  Carmel — Fletcher  Dodson 
Nettleton— Earl  Carter 
Osceola — W.  O.  Scroggins,  Jr. 

St.  Johns  Circuit — Willis  LeGrand 
Trumann — Arville  Brannon 
Tyronza — Thurston  Masters 
Weiner — Ray  Burrow 
Weona-Centerview — James  Weatherford 
Wilson — Earle  Cravens 
Yarbro — Harvey  Hazlewood 
Dist.  Director  Radio  and  Films — Harold  O. 
Eggensperger 

Dist.  Commissioner  Childrens  Home — J.  C. 
Portis 

Dist.  Director,  Golden  Cross  —  Houston 
Farmer 

Dist.  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist — W.  O. 
Scroggins,  Jr. 

Dist.  Director  of  Evangelism — J.  T.  Byrd 
Dist.  Director  of  Temperance — H.  J. 
Couchman 

Dist.  Missionary  Secretary — Harold  Spence 
Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — W. 
L.  Douglas 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology — Bob¬ 
by  Shields  Edwards 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  — 
Travis  WiHiams 

Chaplain,  U.»  S.  Air  Force — Leroy  Henry 
Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force — Paul  Dean 
Davis 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force — Lyman  T. 
Barger 

Chaplain,  E.  A.  Army — Ray  D.  Seals 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT 

J.  Albert  Gatlin — District  Superintendent 
Beech  Grove-Knobel— Charles  Reid 
Biggers — Paul  Biddict 
Blackrock — Kern  Johnson 
Boydsville — Gus  Evans 
Corning — Byron  McSpadden 
Hardy — Lee  Anderson 
Associate — Mrs.  Lee  Anderson 
Hoxie — H.  L.  Robison 
Imboden — James  Beal 
Leonard  Circuit — Alfred  Blair 
Lorado  Circuit — J.  T.  Holland 
Mammoth  Spring — Arvest  Lawson 
Marmaduke — John  Barrett 
Maynard — Ray  McLester 
Paragould : 

First — S.  B.  Wilford 

Griffin  Memorial — Clyde  Crozier 


West  Parish — Elvis  Wright 
East  Parish — Marvin  Thompson 
Piggott — Floyd  G.  Villines,  Jr. 

Pocahontas — Van  W.  Harrell 
Rector :  .  i 

First — James  Chandler 
Fourth  StreeL-James  Smith 
Rector  Circuit— Leon  Gillam 
St.  Francis — Carl  Strayhorn  v- 

Sedgwick — John  Richardson 
Stanford — E.  W.  Bruner 
Walnut  Ridge — Elmo  Thomason 
Scatter  Creek— W.  (?.  Smith 
Ravenden-Ravenden  Springs  —  Maurice 
Kemp 

Hurricane-Harvey’s  Chapel — J.  D.  Law 
rence 

District  Director  Radio  and  Films — Clvrlo 

C.  Crozier 

Dist.  Commissioner  Children’s  Home  _ 
Julian  Blakely 

Dist.  Director  Golden  Cross — Byron  Mc¬ 
Spadden 

Dist.  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist — Elmo 
Thomason 

DistT'  Director  Evangelism — S.  B.  Wilford 
Dist.  Director  of  Temperance — James  R 
Chandler 

District  Missionary  Secretary — Floyd  G 
Villines,  Jr. 
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SEARCY  DISTRICT 

E.  G.  Kaetzell — District  Superintendent 
Antioch-Stony  Point — Oliver  Logan 
Augusta — O.  D.  Peters 
Bald  Knob — Dewey  Dark,  Jr. 

Beebe-Ward — George  Stewart 
Bellefonte-Bergman — Walter  Abee 
Bradford-Russell — Dois  Kennedy 
Cabot — John  S.  Workman 
Clinton— -William  P.  Connell 
Damascus-Fairbanks — W.  E.  Harris 
DeView  Circuit — Orvil  Stahl 
Floyd — J.  M.  Talkington 
Griffith  ville — W.  B.  Yount 
Harrison — H.  M.  Lewis 
Heber  Springs— Arnold  Simpson 
Jacksonville — N.  Lee  Cate 
Judsonia — Hascle  O.  West 
Kensett — Frank  Weatherford 
Leslie — J.  W.  Moore 
Marshall — Charles  Wages 
McCrory — Golder  Lawrence 
McRae  Circuit — W.  M.  Stegall 
Newton  County— John  W.  McKinney 
Pangburn  Circuit— Carl  Williamson 
Quitman  Circuit— John  Jump 
Rosebud  Circuit — Tom  Cowan 
Searcy,  First — Alvin  C.  Murray 
Grace — William  C.  Hightower 
-yalley  Springs — Joe  E.  Linam  t 

Wilburn — Carl  Beard 
16th  Section — -Silas  Russell 
Central-Goodloe — Jack  Boone 
Morgantown-Hopewell — Ramsey  Woodall 
District  Director  Radio  and  Film— William 
Connell 

District  Commissioner  Childrens  Home— 
Vance  Thompson 

District  Director  Golden  Cross  —  Golder 
Lawrence 

District  Director,  Arkansas  Methodist— 0. 

D.  Peters 

District  Director  of  Evangelism— N.  Lee 
Cate 

District  Director  of  Temperance — Dewey 
Dark,  Jr. 

District  Missionary  Secretary— John  Work¬ 
man 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Navy — Calvin  Junior  Roet- 
zell 

Student,  Duke  Divinity  School  —  Wayne 
Omstead 

Student,  Perkins  School  of  Theology— Roy 
Moyer 

0 

TRANSFERRED  IN: 

Horace  M.  Lewis,  an  elder,  from  the  Little 
Rock  Conference 

Paul  Dean  Davis,  an  elder,  from  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference 

John  Nelson  Flynn,  a  deacon,  from  the 
Northwest  Texas  Conference 
John  Wesley  McKinney,  an  elder,  from 
the  Oklahoma  Conference 

TRANSFERRED  OUT: 

Alvin  Gibbs,  class  of  2nd  Year,  St.  Louis 
Conference 

Maurice  C.  Webb,  elder,  Little  Rock -Con¬ 
ference 

Vernon  Chalfant,  an  elder  to  Little  Rock 
Conference 

Paul  Dean  Davis,  a  deacon  to  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference 

Robert  T.  McMaster,  an  elder  to  the 
Oregon  Confefence 

James  E.  Major,  an  elder  to  Little  Rock 
Conference 

Thomas  Frederick  Mooring,  an  elder  to 
North  Texas  Conference 
William  T.  Johnson,  class  of  2nd  year  to 
North  Texas  Conference 
Delbert  P.  Remaley,  an  elder  to  the  Eric 
Conference 

D.  G.  Hindman,  an  elder  to  Southwest 
Missouri  Conference 

Mrs.  D.  G.  Hindman,  an  elder  to  South¬ 
west  Missouri  Conference 
Albert  Gibbs,  class  of  2nd  year  to  St- 
Louis  Conference 
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NO.  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE  HOLDS 
121st  SESSION  IN  CONWAY 

(Continued  from  page  1) 


Received  Into  Full  Connection  By  The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
last  week  were:  front  row,  I  to  r,  Paul  Dean  Davis,  Dallas,  Thomas  Earle 
Richardson,  Dallas,  and  Maurice  Webb,  Little  Rock;  back  row,  I  to  r, 
Vernon  Horace  Paysinger,  West  Memphis,  Albert  William  Martin,  Jr.,  Green 
Forest,  James  William  Beal,  Imboden,  and  Marion  James  Pollard,  Bono. 


nesday,  honoring  ministers,  their 
wives  and  widows  who  had  died 
during  the  past  year.  The  service 
was  under  •  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Benjamin  C.  Few,  Mountain  Home, 
with  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden, 
Fayetteville,  delivering  the  com¬ 
memoration  sermon.  Those  honored 
were  Rev.  W.  L.  Diggs,  Luxora,  Rev. 
John  A.  Womack,  Jonesboro,  Rev. 
C.  E.  Gray,  Rector,  Rev.  W.  B.  Hol¬ 
man,  North  Little  Rock,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Peters,  McCrory,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Nance, 
Kibler.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Kitchens, 
Waltreak. '■Holy  Communion  was  ob¬ 
served  following  the  commemora¬ 
tion  service,  the  service  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  Bishop  Martin,  assisted 
by  the  eight  district  superintendents 
and  the  host  pastor,  Rev.  Joel  Coop¬ 
er. 

Conference  Highlights 

The  conferences  adopted  a  record 
budget  for  the  quadrennium,  1956- 
60,  for  World  Service  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Benevolences,  amounting  to 
$197,416.  The  50-50  ratio  between 
World  Service  funds  and  the  con¬ 
ference  budget  was  continued,  with 
the  new  budget  for  both  items  rep¬ 
resenting  a  35%  increase  over  the 
1952-56  budget.  $9,600  was  appor¬ 
tioned  annually  for  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  work  on  the  various  state  col¬ 
lege  and  university  centers,  and 
churches  of  the  conference  were 
urged  to  move  toward  the  goal  of 
$1.00  per  member  for  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  in  Conway. 

The  conference  also  voted  to  in¬ 
crease  the  percentage  against  pas¬ 
tors’  salaries  from  16%  to  17%  and 
increase  from  $33  to  $37  the  annuity 
rate  for  years  of  service  to  the  rev 
tired  ministers  of  the  conference. 
The  Board  of  Conference  Claimants 
also  recommended  to  the  conference 
that  local  churches  and  pastors 
encourage  church  members  to  make 
provision  for  retired  ministers  in 
their  wills  and  bequests.  Bishop 
Martin  received  for  the  conference 
a  check  for  $6,123  for  the  retired 
ministers  from  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

The  conference  adopted  strong 
recommendations  by  the  social  ac¬ 
tion  boards  on  World  Peace  and  So¬ 
cial  and  Economic  Relations,  urging 
greater  support  toward  internation¬ 
al  disarmament,  calling  for  unified 
support  of  current  efforts  to  prohib¬ 
it  pari-mutuel  betting  in  Arkansas, 
and  urging  Methodist  institution  in 
Arkansas  to  move  “with  reasonable 
speed”  to  follow  up  the  General 
Conference  action  on  racial  discrim¬ 
ination. 

The  conference  also  heard  pastors 
of  five  of  its  new  churches  give  re¬ 
ports  of  the  progress  to  date; 
churches  and  pastors  included  Rose 
City,  North  Little  Rock,  Rev.  Robert 
A.  Simpson;  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Jonesboro,  Rev.  James  Fleming; 
Rosewood  Church,.  West  Memphis, 
Rev.  Vernon  Paysinger;  Lakewood 
Methodist  Church,  North  Little 
Rock,  Rev.  George  Wayne  Martin; 
and  Grace  Methodist  Church,  Sear¬ 
cy,  Rev.  William  Hightower.  The 
conference  voted  to  continue  this 
program  with  the  expectation  of 
raising  $20,000  each  year  to  assist 
two  new  churches.  The  conference 
also  voted  to  appropriate  $69,000  for 
Church  Extension  purposes  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  an  amount  of  $11,000  for 
salary  supplementation  in  churches 
where  financial  help  is  needed. 

The  conference  also  approved  the 
provisional  constitution  for  the  Ark¬ 


ansas  State  Council  of  Churches, 
and  joined  with  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  in  appropriating  an 
amount  of  $500  to  the  State  Council 
program.  The  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  for  the  State  Council  is  ten¬ 
tatively  scheduled  to  be  held  this 
fall. 

The  conference  heard  reports  from 
its  delegates  to  the  recent  General 
Conference  session  in  Minneapolis. 
Delegates  reported  on  the  various 
aspects  of  the  conference,  including 
the  constitutional  amendments 
which  are  scheduled  for  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  church’s  annual  con¬ 
ferences  during  the  quadrennium. 
Delegates  reporting  included  Dr. 
Ethan  Dodgen,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L. 
Bearden,  Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe, 
Charles  A.  Stuck,  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis, 
and  Charles  Shively. 

With  the  adoption  of  the  Board 
of  Evangelism  report  the  conference 
voted  to  set  as  a  goal  for  new  mem¬ 
bers  next  year  a  net  gain  of  3,800 
which  would  make  the  conference 
membership  approximately  100,000. 
The  conference  will  hold  a  series 
of  evangelistic  schools  for  its  minis¬ 
ters  during  the  summer  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
in  cooperation  with  the  various  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents. 

On  Saturday  night,  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  youth  rally  Bill  Byers,  MuK 
berry,  delivered  the  winning  speech- 
essay  of  a  contest  the  conference 
Board  of  Temperance  sponsored. 
The  rally  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  conference  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  Council.  Other  winners 
in  the  contest  included  Hoyt  Purvis, 
First  Church,  Jonesboro,  second,  and 
Sandra  Sanders,  Umsted  Memorial 
Newport,  third. 

Among  those  honored  for  signi¬ 
ficant  service  to  the  conference  were 
Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Conway,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  conference 
Board  of  Education,  who  has  com¬ 
pleted  25  conference  years  of  ser¬ 
vice,  and  the  following  men  who 
have  served  as  conference  directors 
of  evangelism:  Rev.  C.  N.  Guice, 
Conway,  Rev.  Garland  C.  Taylor, 
Marianna,  Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley,  Fay¬ 
etteville;  and  Dr.  Paul  Bumpers, 
Clarksville.  Dr.  Brumley  was  hon¬ 
ored  at  the  annual  Training  Coun¬ 
cil  dinner  on  Wednesday  night  when 
he  was  presented  with  a  wrist  watch 
from  members  of  the  Training  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  original  pen  and  ink 
drawing  of  himself  which  appeared 
on  a  recent  issue  of  The  Church 
School  Magazine.  The  Conference 
Directors  of  Evangelism,  who  have" 
served  for  various  periods  of  time 
since  1939,  were  honored  at  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  dinner  on 
Tuesday  evening. 

11  Men  Retired 

Eleven  men  who  have  served  a 
combined  total  of  383  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  were  granted  the  retired  re¬ 
lation  with  the  conference  on  Sat¬ 
urday  morning.  These  included  Ray 
L.  McLester,  Weiner,  24  years;  Wil¬ 
liam  Benton  Yount,  Cherry  Valley, 
19  years;  Henry  Lynn  Wade, 
Charleston,  45  years;  Arthur  Lee 
Riggs,  Farmington,  39  years;  Wil¬ 
liam  Washington  Peterson,  Dyess, 
40  years;  Clyde  Rupert  Nance,  Kib¬ 
ler,  23  years;  Jessie  Jacob  Decker, 
Prairie  Grove,  35  years;  Oliver  Mack 
Campbell,  Holly  Grove,  38  'years; 
John  W.  Glover,  Atkins,  32  years; 
Luther  Love,  Viola,  41  years;  and 


James  S.  Seneker,  Dallas,  Texas,  42 
years. 

Statistics  / 

Statistics  of  interest  reported  dur¬ 
ing  the  sessions  included:  6,747  new 
members  received  during  the  year, 
2,973  on  profession  of  faith  and 
vows,  3,106  by  transfer  of  member¬ 
ship,  and  668  from  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  with  conference  total  mem¬ 
bership  now  at  96,221;  church  school 
membership  is  reported  at  69,787, 
average  attendance  at  more  than 
36,000,  with  153  persons  accredited 
to  teach  training  courses;  3,823 
leadership  training  credits  were  is¬ 
sued  during  the  year;  $14,145  was 
contributed  for  General  Advance, 
$19,995  for  conference  Advance  Giv¬ 
ing;  $873,775  was  paid  on  buildings- 
and  improvement,  an  increase  of 
$130,000  over  previous  year;  a  total 
of  $3,450,471  was  reported  given  for 
all  purposes,  an  increase  of  $216,019. 
Woman  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
statistics  include  297  organizational 
units  with  a  membership  of  15,436, 
which  gave  last  year  more  than 
$73,000  to  world  mission  courses. 
There  are  now  73  chartered  Metho¬ 
dist  Men’s  Groups  with  a  total  en¬ 
rollment  of  3,516,  increase  of  457. 
The  present  estimated  value  of 
buildings  and  equipment  is  $14,782,- 
103,  and  increase  of  $876,878. 

Conference  Organization  and  Staff 

Rev.  Alf  A.  Eason,  Russellville, 
was  elected  as  secretary  for  the 
new  quadrennium,  Rev.  Harold  D. 
Womack,  Rogers,  was  named  stat¬ 
istician,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden, 
Fayetteville,  was  re-elected  as  con¬ 
ference  missionary  secretary,  and 
Charles  A.  Stuck,  Jonesboro,  as 
Conference  Lay  Leader.  Rev. 
Charles  A.  Lewis,  Parkin  was  elec¬ 
ted  Golden  Cross  Director,  and  Rev. 
Alvin  C.  Murray,  Searcy,  was  se¬ 
lected  as  the  Conference  Director 
of  Evangelism. 

Changes  in  Ministerial  Relations 

Admitted  On  Trial:  Levi  Laymon 
Bounds,  Blytheville;  Thomas  Mich¬ 
ael  English,  Vilonia;  James  Eberdt 
Gossett,  Blytheville;  Virgil  Mearl 
Hainsey,  Elm  Springs;  Robert  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson,  Plummerville;  Dois 
Milburn  Kennedy,  Quitman;  Joe 
Edwin  Linam,  Valley  Springs; 
Wayne  Carr  Olmstead,  H  e  b  e  r 
Springs;  James  Pearcy  Parker,  Al- 
tus;  Joseph  Elmer  Taylor,  Dallas; 
Mark  Flunary  Wimmer,  Bethesda; 
and  Fletcher  Morris  Dodson,  Rector. 

Received  Into  Full  Connection: 


James  William  Beal,  Imboden;  Paul 
Dean  Davis,  Dallas;  Alvin  Eugene 
Gibbs,  Bellefonte;  Albert  William 
Martin,  Jr.,  Green  Forest;  Marion 
James  Pollard,  Bono;  Vernon 
Horace  Paysinger,  West  Memphis; 
Thomas  Earle  Richardson,  Dallas, 
Maurice  Webb.  Little  Rock. 

Elected  and  Ordained  Deacon: 
Maurice  Hemp,  Maynard;  Allen 
Burnell  Stephens,  Pleasant  Plains; 
Otha  Elton  Strayhom,  Viola;  Wil¬ 
liam  Lee  Yarbrough,  Perry;  John 
Huston  Barrett,  Marmaduke;  Willis 
Herbert  Harl,  Mansfield;  Frank 
Carter  Weatherford,  Kensett;  Joe 
Glen  Black,  Dallas;  Frank  Ray¬ 
mond  Clemons,  Emory  University, 
Ga.;  Williard  Lee  Douglas,  Dallas; 
Bobby  Shields,  Dallas;  James  Eb- 
erdy  Gossett,  Blytheville;  Wayne 
Carr  Olmstead,  Hot  Springs;  and 
Donald  Travis  Williams,  Dallas. 

Elected  and  Ordained  Elder:  Wal¬ 
ter  Alexander  Abee,  Desha;  Ray 
Hamilton  Edwards,  Griffithville; 
Lindsey  Andrew  Rolland,  Lamar; 
William  George  Steagall,  Antioch; 
Gail  Courley  Anderson,  Wheatley; 
William  Ray  Burrow,  Mammoth 
Spring;  William  Leonard  Byers, 
Mulberry;  William  Cline  High¬ 
tower,  Searcy;  Paul  Kelley,  Fort 
Smith;  Marion  James  Pollard,  Bo¬ 
no;  Burlus  Wesley  Stallcup,  Salem; 
James  William  Beal,  Imboden;  John 
Nelson  Flynn,  Springdale;  Albert 
William  Martin,  Jr.,  Green  Forest; 
James  Marvin  Meadors,  SMU,  Dal¬ 
las;  Vernon  Horace  Paysinger,  West 
Memphis;  Thomas  Earl  Richard¬ 
son,  SMU,  Dallas;  and  Maurice 
Cline  Webb,  Little  Rock. 

Interests  Represented 

Among  the  connectional  men 
representing  various  church  in¬ 
terests  addressing  the  conference 
were:  Dr.  Leon  Atkins,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  Editorial  Division,  Board  of 
Education;  Dr.  J.  Wilson  Crichlow, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Board  of  Pensions; 
Dr.  Connor  Morehead,  Little  Rock, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home;  Dr.  E. 
T.  Wayland,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Methodist;  Dr.  Matt  Ellis,  Conway, 
Hendrix  College;  Dr.  Thomas  L. 
Carruth,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Board  of 
Evangelism;  Dr.  Lud  Estes,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Methodist  Hospital;  Dr.  Doug¬ 
las  Jackson,  Dallas,  Texas,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology;  Rev.  Glenn 
Sanford,  New  York,  Department  of 
Town  and  Country  Work,  Board  of 
Missions;  and  ESrl  Compton,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 
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TED'S  NEW  JOB 


ONE  afternoon  each  month  the 
school  on  the  hill  was 
closed  while  teachers  met 
together  to  plan  for  the 
next  few  weeks.  The  5th  grade  boys 
usually  spent  this  time  playing 
baseball  on  the  vacant  lot  near 
the  school.  Sometimes  they  played 
the  sixth  graders;  more  often  ihey 
practiced  or  played  against  them¬ 
selves.  At  any  rate  it  was  -a  day 
looked  forward  to  with  anticipation. 

Ted  Crandall  was  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  among  the  fifth  grade  boys  and 
the  best  pitcher  they  had.  It  was 
not  only  his  good  pitching  which 
made  him  popular.  It  was  his  good 
sportsmanship.  They  knew  they 
could  depend  on  Ted  to  do  his  best 
and  to  play  fair.  In  fact,  they  often 
appealed  to  him  when  some  ques¬ 
tion  arose  concerning  the  game 
which  was  likely  to  lead  to  an  earn¬ 
est  scrap,  because  they  knew  he 
would  do  the  fair  thing. 

So  as  the  boys  hurried  home  one 
of  these  Friday  noons  they  were 
making  plans  to  be  at  the  lot  for  a 
practice  game. 

“You’ll  be  sure  to  be  there  early, 
won’t  you,  Ted?”  the  boys  asked. 
“We  want  to  get  organized  as  soon 
we  can.” 

“I’ll  try,”  said  Ted.  “But  maybe 
I  can’t  come  today.” 

“Why  not.  I’d  like  to  know?” 
asked  another. 

“Well,”  said  Ted  hesitatingly,  “I 
sort  of  made  up  my  mind  to  stay 
home  today.” 

“What’s  the  big  idea;  you’re  not 
going  back  on  us,  are  you?”  asked 
one  of  the  boys,  expressing  the 
question  of  the  group. 

“No,  I’m  not,”  said  Ted  slowly. 
“And  if  you  must  know,  here’s  the 
reason.  You  know  I’ve  got  a  little 
sister.  And  mother  never  gets  to 
go  out  anywhere  because  she  has  to 
take  care  of  her.  I  kind  of  thought 
it  would  be  only  fair  if  I  took  a 
turn  at  staying  home  so  she  could 
go  out.” 

The  boys  hardly  knew  what  to 
say.  Some  may  have  thought  of 
their  own  mothers.  Others  probab¬ 
ly  were  disappointed  because  of  the 
game.  One  said,  “Well,  if  you’d 
rather  play  nursemaid,  I  guess 
Chuck  can  pitch  for  us.”  And  so 
Ted  left  them. 

When  he  reached  home  he  said 
nothing  about  the  game.  He  saw  the 
tired  lines  about  his  mother’s  eyes. 

“Say,  mother,”,  he  said  cheerfully 
“there’s  no  school .  this  afternoon. 
Why  don’t  you  put  on  your  best 
dress  and  go  downtown  or  some¬ 
thing?” 

His  mother’s  eyes  brightened,  and 
she  flashed  him  a  loving  smile.  “I 
couldn’t,  Ted.  I’d  love  to  but  the 
baby  might  awake  just  when  I 
would  be  in  the  midst  of  whatever 
I  wanted  to  do.  And  besides,  you 
have  your  game,  haven’t  you?” 

“No,  not  today,  mother,”  Ted 
quickly  replied.  “I’m  free  to  stay, 
and  I  could  take  care  of  sister.  You 
could  put  her  to  sleep  and  fix  her 
bottle  so  I  could  give  it  to  her  when 
she  wakes.  Go  on,  mother,  I’d  like 
to  do  it.” 


“Please,  mother,”  Ted  begged. 

And  so  in  the  end  she  went.  Ted 
worked  on  his  ship  model  while 
his  sister  slept.  Then  he  fed  her,  put 
on  her  things  and  took  her  for  a 
ride  up  and  down  the  street  in  her 
carriage. 

When  his  mother  came  home  Ted 
was  happy  to  see  how  rested  she 
looked.  The  tired  lines  were  gone, 
and  she  was  cheerful  and  gay  as 
she  took  the  baby  and  told  Ted  to 
run  along. 

That  evening  Ted  was  called  to 
the  phone.  It  was  Jack,  the  boy 
who  had  made  a  reference  about 
playing  nursemaid. 

“Say,  Ted,”  he  said,  “I’m  sorry 
for  what  I  said  at  noon.  We  didn’t 
have -any  game.  We  decided  to 
wait  for  you.  I  don’t  know  what  the 
rest  of  the  fellows  did.  I  cleaned 
the  shed  for  mother.” 

“Good  for  you,”  laughed  Ted, 
“And  I  found  playing  nursemaid 
wasn’t  so  bad,  either.  Better  come 
around  some  time.  I’ll  show  you  the 
cutest  baby  in  town.”  And  so  they 
laughingly  hung  up.  —  Religious 
Herald. 


My  2nd-graders  were  putting  on 
their  wraps  when  one  of  my  new 
students  approached  me  timidly. 

“How  do  you  spell  your  name?” 

“I’m  so  busy  right  now,”  I  re¬ 
plied.  “Why  don’t  you  copy  my 
name  from  a  book  on  my  desk?” 

I  had  forgotten  the  incident  un¬ 
til,  as  the  line  of  children  passed 
thru  the  door  she  slipped  a  piece  of 
paper  into  my  hand.  Her  message 
read:  “Dear  Desk  Copy,  I  love 
you.” — Martha  L.  Desper,  NEA  Jun. 


THE  BEGGAR  MAN 

By  Sophie  Rowe 
A  beggar  in  a  tattered  coat 
Passed  through  our  yard  today. 
The  dogs  ran  out  and  barked  at  him 
To  send  him  on  his  way. 

The  beggar  stumbled  on  a  root, 

And  down  he  fell  and  cried. 

The  dogs  came  on  with  fearful  ' 
barks 

Until  they  reached  his  side. 

And  then  they  saw  what  funny 
jokes 

A  little  child  can  play, 

For  underneath  that  tattered  coat 
Their  little  master  lay! 

But  when  they  saw  his  sorry  tears, 
They  licked  his  dirty  face, 

To  let  him  know  they  didn’t  think 
His  fall  was  a  disgrace. 

And  then  they  wagged  their  friend¬ 
ly  tails 

J^nd  jumped  around  with  joy, 

For  ’spite  of  all  his  teasing  ways 
They  love  that  little  boy. 

— No.  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 


CHILDREN’S  SECRET 

By  Norma  W.  Mellen 
When  bedtime  comes  I’m  tired 
(Or  so  it  seems  to  me). 

But  by  the  time  my  prayers  dy  c 
said, 

I’m  sleepy  as  can  be. 

Mom  says,  “ Good  night,  get  lots  of 
rest,” 

Then  tucks  me  into  bed. 

Next  thing  I  know  I  hear  her  call, 
“ Wake  up,  you  sleepy  head!” 

I  jump  right  up,  put  on  my  clothes, 
All  set  to  go  and  play.  t 

My  mom  can’t  understand  such  pep 
So  early  in  the  day. 

I  cannot  tell  her  what  I  know 1 — 
ft’s  just  for  girls  and  boys. 

While  we  are  sleeping  in  the  night, 
God  winds  us  up  like  toys! 

— In  The  Christian  Advocate. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Wife:  Tell  me,  doctor,  what  is  my 
husband’s  trouble? 

Doctor:  He  has  a  severe  case  of 
voluntary  inertia. 

Wife:  My  goodness.  And  I  have 
been  thinking  he  was  just  plain 
lazy. 

*  *  * 

A  man  telephoned  the  police  to 
report  that  thieves  had  been  at 
work  on  his  car. 

“They’ve  stolen^  the  steering 
wheel,  the  brake  pedal,  the  ac¬ 

celerator,  the  clutch  pedal,  and  the 
dashboard,”  he  complained. 

A  police  sergeant  said  he  would 
investigate.  Then,  the  telephone 
rang  again. 

“Don’t  bother,”  said  the  same 
voice,  “I  got  into  the  back  seat  by 
mistake.”  — Tit-Bits. 

„  *  *  * 

Pullman  Passenger:  “Porter, 
what  about  these  shoes?  One’s 

black' and  one’s  tan?” 

Porter:  “Well,  if  that  don’t  beat 
all!  This  is  the  second  time  that’s 
happened  this -morning! 

*  *  * 

A  shy  and  nervous  young  man  at 
a  dinner  party  couldn’t  summon  up 
courage  to  make  a  contribution  to 
the  conversation.  All  evening  long 
he’d  been  trying  to  think  of  some¬ 
thing  nice  to  say  to  his  hostess. 

At  last  he  saw  his  chance.  “What 
a  small  appetite  you  have,  Mr. 
Jones,”  said  his  hostess  with  a 
smile. 

“To  sit  next  to  you,”  he  replied 
gallantly,  “would  cause  any  man 
to  lose  his  appetite.” 

*  *  * 

A  couple  of  secretaries  were  com¬ 
paring  notes  on  their  respective 
bosses.  “Well,”  commented  one, 
“my  boss’s  dictation  isn’t  too  bad— 
but  you  have  to  take  a  lot  for  grant¬ 
ed.” — Public  Service,  London 

*  *  # 

“How  are  you  getting  along  with 
your  riding  lessons?” 

“Say!  What  I  tvant  to  know  is, 
how  can  anything  packed  with  hay 
be  as  hard  as  a  horse?” 

*  *  * 

“Now,  if  you  have  that  in  your 
head,”  said  a  professor,  who  had 
just  explained  a  theory  to  his  stu¬ 
dents,  “you  have  it  all  in  a  nut¬ 
shell!” 

*  *  * 

“I  don’t  know  what  I  would  have 
done  without  you,”  said  the  grateful 
client  to  his  attorney,  after  he  had 
been  acquitted. 

“Ten  years  at  the  very  least,’’  re¬ 
plied  the  attorney. 


THE  FLOWER  BOX 


Sally  has  a  flower  box, 

She  planted  seeds  in  May 

Of  pansies,  phlox  and  tulips, 

And  watered  them  each  day. 

She  put  it  in  the  sunshine. 

The  tiny  seedlings  grew. 

And  soon  they  will  b(e  blooming 
In  colors  of  bright  hue. 

She  loves  to  see  them  blooming, 

All  from  her  tender  care; 

God  gave  them  so  much  beauty, 

To  make  the  world  more  fair. 

— Annabel  Wolfe 
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ARKANSAS- LOUISIANA  AREA 


ARKANSAS  ANNUAL  SCHOOLS  OF  MISSIONS 


NortK  Arkansas  Conference 
Hendrix  College 


JULY  9-13 


Little  Rock  Conference 
Aldersgate  Camp 


(  ,  , 


Courses  and  Faculties 


Missions:  U.  S.  A. 


MISS  LOUISE  NICHOLS 
New  York 


MISS  DOROTHY  KELLEY 

Nashville 


Southeast  Asia 


MISS  ROSA  MAY  BUTLER 
Scarritt  College 


DR.  HENRY  BARNETT 
Lakeland,  Fla. 


MISS  E.  LOUISE  NICHOLS 

Miss  E.  Louise  Nichols,  Field 
Worker  for  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  with  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  will  teach  the  course,  Mis¬ 
sion:  U.  S.  A.,  at  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  School.  A  deaconess  and 
graduate  of  National  College  for 
Christian  Workers  and  of  Wynters 
School  of  Dramatic  Art,  she  has 
held  a  number  Of  responsible  posi¬ 
tions,  having  done  group  work  at 
the  Philadelphia  Home  and  Settle¬ 
ment  and  at  Ethel  Harpst  Home  in 
Cedartown,  Georgia.  She  has  also 
served  as  church  secretary  and  sec¬ 
retary  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Ohio 
area.  In  the  summer  of  1955  she 
attended  the  Ecumenical  Institute 
in  Bossey,  Switzerland. 

Leading  the  Workshop  on  The 
Outreach  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
Around  the  World  will  be  Mrs.  R. 
K.  Bent,  Fayetteville,  and  Mrs. 
Elmus  C.  Brown,  Hughes.  Mrs.  W. 
F.  Cooley,  Russellville  and  Mrs. 
Hubert  Pearce,  Wynne  will  lead  the 
workshop  on  Methods  and  Tech¬ 
niques  for  Program  Presentation. 
Conference  Officers  will  conduct 
the  clinics. 

The  theme  for  the  school  is  “O 
Come,  Let  Us  Adore  Him.” 

Bring  sheets,  towels,  and  a  pillow. 
Hours  for  Registration  are  2  to  5, 
Monday. 

Miss  Mildred  Osment  is  confer¬ 
ence  vice-president,  and  Miss  Rosa 
May  Butler  is  a  former  missionary, 
now  teaching  at  Scarritt  College. 


Paul's  Letters  To  Local  Churches 


MISS  MILDRED  OSMENT 

Jonesboro 


DR.  JAMES  CARLYON 


Dallas 


Youth  In  A  Responsible  Society- 
A  Christian's  Concern 


DR.  JAMES  S.  UPTON 
Hendrix  College 


MRS.  HENRY  BARNETT 
Lakeland,  Fla. 


SEND  REGISTRATION  FEE  $3.00  TO 


NORTH  ARKANSAS: 


LITTLE  ROCK: 


Mrs.  R.  T.  Steel 
519  Ash 
Conway 


Mrs.  S.  C.  Johnson 
409  S.  Pine 
Little  Rock 


CHAPEL  SPEAKERS 


REV.  JAMES  CLEMONS 
Hendrix  Field  Representative 


. '  ;4  - 


REV.  WILLIAM  0.  BYRD 

First  Methodist  Church 
Pine  Bluff 


DR.  J.  T.  CARLYON 


Dr.  James  T.  Carlyon  will  teach 
the  course,  “Paul’s  Letter  to  Local 
Churches”  at  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  School  of  Missions.  D  r . 
Carlyon,  a  graduate  of  Missouri 
Wesleyan  College,  has  graduate  de¬ 
grees  from  Boston  University,  Har¬ 
vard,  and  the  University  of  Chicago. 
Before  his  retirement,  he  was  pro- 
f  e  s  s  o  r  of  Christian  Doctrine  a  t 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U., 
Dallas. 

Mrs.  Henry  Barnett  is  a  deacon¬ 
ess,  and  Florida  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Personnel.  Dr. 
Henry  Barnett  is  former  teacher  in 
Syria,  China,  and  India.  He  is  at 
present  a  professor  at  Florida 
Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Flori¬ 
da. 

Mrs.  Earl  D.  Cotton,  Little  Rock, 
will  lead  the  workshop  on  The 
Outreach  of  the  Woman’s  Division, 
and  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  will  lead  the  workshop  on 
Methods  and  Techniques  for  Pro¬ 
gram  Presentation.  Clinics  will  be 
led  by  conference  officers. 

Miss  Dorothy  Kelley,  who  will 
teach  the  course,  Mission:  U.SA..,  is 
a  deaconess  and  worker  in  the  Ar- 
kansas-Oklahoma  Rural  work.  A 
graduate  of  Missouri  State  Teachers 
College,  she  has  a  Master’s  degree 
from  Scarritt  College,  and  has 
worked  in  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  since  1953. 

The  Theme  for  the  school  is  “O 
Come  Let  Us  Adore  Him.”  Regis¬ 
tration  will  begin  at  11:00  a.  m., 
Monday,  July  9,  with  the  first  class 
being  held  at  3  p.  m. 
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REV.  EARL  B.  EMMERICH,  pastor  of  Univer¬ 
sity  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Calcasieu  Parish 
Ministerial  Association. 

REV.  J.  T.  HARRIS,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  dedicated  the  new  pews 
and  the  organ  of  the  Southside  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  on  Sunday,  June  17th. 

REV.  W.  D.  KLEINSCHMIDT,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  preached  at 
Aldersgate  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Sunday,  June  17th. 

OPEN  HOUSE  was  held  at  the  Tallulah  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Sunday,  3:00  to  5:00,  June 
17th,  honoring  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  F.  Mayo,  and 
his  family. 

REV.  L.  A.  CARRINGTON,  pastor  of  the  Ben¬ 
ton  Methodist  Church,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Benton  Lions  Club  at  a  luncheon  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  June  5. 

OFFICERS  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  are:  Chair¬ 
man,  A.  J.  McGrede;  vice-chairman,  Edward 
Gillis;  secretary,  Mrs.  Ora  Lee  Terry,  and 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Mid  Cole. 

HALE  SHADOW  of  Ruston  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  June  22.  Mr.  Shadow  will  speak  on 
“Gilt  Edge  Securities.” 

A.  P.  ANDREWS  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe.  Other  officers  are:  Vice- 
president,  Sam  Hunt;  secretary-treasurer,  Elvin 
Kilpatrick;  assistant  secretary,  Herschel  Hane- 
line,  and  program  chairman,  George  Temple. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  the  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  on 
Monday  evening,  June  25.  E.  J.  Blanchard  is 
president  of  the  organization. 

AN  OUTING  was  held  at  Monroe’s  Forsythe 
Park  on  June  7th  by  the  Mangham-Little 
Creek-Union  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  A 
group  of  30  young  people  went  by  bus  which  was 
provided  and  driven  by  Bud  Lee  Acklin.  Swim¬ 
ming  and  a  weiner  roast  were  enjoyed  by  the 
group.  ( 

ST.  LUKE’S  METHODIST  CHURCH,  New 
Orleans,  has  set  up  an  organ  memorial  fund 
in  memory  of  Faye  Vinson  Wren,  wife  of  the 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  Spencer  Wren.  Gifts  totaling 
$1,715.00  have  been  given.  The  organ  will  be 
placed  in  the  new  sanctuary,  the  construction  of 
which  will  soon  be  begun. 

4NNOUNCEMENT  is  made  of  the  wedding  of 
Miss  M&rjorie  Guilbeau  and  Rev.  Stephen  F. 
Wendt  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Iberia  on  Sunday  evening,  June  10th.  The  bride 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Guilbeau  of 
New  Iberia  and  the  groom  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Wendt  of  New  Iberia.  He  is  the 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ebenezer. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  newly  appointed  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District, 
and  Rev.  James  Whitaker,  new  pastor  at  First 
Church,  DeRidder,  were  guests  of  honor  at  the 
regular  church  fellowship  supper  on  Tuesday, 
June  12,  at  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  De¬ 
Ridder.  Rev.  Alvin  Smith  returned  to  Wesley 
Church  for  the  fourth  year. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  DON  AL VERSON  were  given 
a  farewell  party  at  the  Ferriday  Methodist 
Church  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  5.  Around  150 
people  were  present  and  many  gifts  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  honorees.  Mr.  Alverson  who  has 
been  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Ferriday  Methodist 
Church,  was  appointed  to  the  Napoleon  Avenue 
Methodist  Church  at  the  recent  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


THE  OFFICIAL  BOARD  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie  elect¬ 
ed  the  following  officers  for  the  new  conference 
year  at  a  meeting  on  Monday  evening,  June  11: 
Chairman,  W.  Belmont  Townsend;  vice-chair¬ 
man,  J.  B.  Cochran;  secretary,  V.  J.  French; 
treasurer,  J.  B.  Johnston;  church  lay  leader,  W. 
D.  Haas,  Jr.,  and  representative  on  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Education,  V.  J.  French. 

HE  ATHENS  METHODIST  CHURCH  gave  a 
reception  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Sawyer 
on  Sunday  evening,  June  10.  Mr.  Sawyer,  pastor 
of  the  church,  was  appointed  to  the  Simsboro 
Charge  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sawyer  were  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  gift  from  the  members  of  the 
Athens  Church  and  they  were  also  presented 
with  gifts  from  individuals. 

Margaret  wad£  Campbell,  missionary 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
will  be  home  on  furlough  around  June  20  for  a 
month,  according  to  announcement.  Her  assign¬ 
ment  for  the  third  year  will  be  in  Durango,  Mex¬ 
ico,  at  the  Centro  MacDonnell  where  she  will  be 
after  June  30  to  work  with  the  Vacation  Church 
School.  She  will  serve  in  the  capacity  of  assist¬ 
ant  director  of  the  Centro. 

THE  ANNUAL  organization  luncheon  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  directors  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Association  was  held'  during  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  elect  new  ex¬ 
ecutive  officers.  Serving  in  the  capacity  of  chair¬ 
man  for  the  ensuing  year  is  Rev.  Don  Barnes  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Miss 
Marbara  Terry  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  is  secretary-treasurer. 

THE  MEMBERS  of  the  Simsboro  and  Antioch 
Churches  had  dinner  prepared  and  were 
ready  to  welcome  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Sawyer 
when  they  moved  into  the  parsonage  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  6.  On  Wednesday  evening  the  Sims¬ 
boro  Church  gave  them  a  reception  and  shower. 
On  Monday  night,  June  11,  the  Antioch  Church 
gave  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sawyer  a  reception  and  a 
shower.  Mr.  Sawydr  writes:  “All  of  these  are 
greatly  appreciated  and  we  extend  our  hearty 
thanks  to  everyone.”  ' 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  and  his  family 
were  given  a  going  away  party  at  the  educational 
building  of  the  church  on  Wednesday  evening, 
June  6.  During  the  evening  Jack  Cochran,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  presented  Mr. 
Boddie  with  a  gift  from  the  church.  Mrs.  F.  G. 
Ormsby  presented  a  gift  to  Mrs.  Boddie  from 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Mr:  Boddie  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

GEORGE  M.  KREAMER,  who  has  been  organ¬ 
ist  and  choirmaster  for  the  past  three  years, 
at  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Lake 
Charles,  has  accepted  a  similar  position  with  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles. .  Mr. 
Kreamer,  a  member  of  First  Church,  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Chicago  Musical  College  with  degrees  in 
both  piano  and  organ.  He  did  graduate  work  at 
the  University  of  Chicago  and  later  joined  the 
faculty  of  Chicago  Musical  College  to  teach 
organ,  piano  and  modern  languages.  He  will  as¬ 
sume  his  duties  at  First  Church  by  August  1, 
according  to  announcement. 

IN  Lebanon,  Syria,  Jordan  and  Gaza,  hundreds 
of  refugee  Arab  mothers  have  been  gathered 
into  sewing  centers  by  U.  N.  relief  agencies  and 
there  they  are  making  children’s  garments  from 
cotton  provided  by  the  agencies.  The  project  is 
one  of  both  relief  for  children  under  15  and  as 
education  for  mothers  from  refugee  camps  and 
homes.  Some  of  the  cloth  was  woven  by  refugees 
in  Gaza;  250,000  yards  of  khaki  drill  was  con¬ 
tributed  by  India.  In  addition,  new  and  used 
clothing,  shoes,  blankets  and  bedding  have  been 
distributed  to  refugees  in  these  same  four  lands 
by  the  Pontifical  Mission  to  Palestine  from 
donations  from  5,000  parishes  in  the  U.S.A. 


CALL  FOR  YOUTH  FOR  MISSION 

A  limited  number  of  young  people, 
three  from  each  district  of  the  conference, 
will  assist  in  the  St.  Tammany  Greater 
Parish  Christian  Witness  Mission,  July  10- 
15,  according  to  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Ray¬ 
ville,  conference  director  of  evangelism. 
The  Christian  Witness  Mission  is  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  conference  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

Youth  who  will  be  seniors  in  high 
school  this  fall  are  perferred,  with  none 
younger  than  senior  high  school  age  elig¬ 
ible. 

Young  people  interested  in  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  mission  should  send  their  appli¬ 
cations  to  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Mission  Di¬ 
rector,  909  Rayville. 

District  quotas  of  three  each  will  close 
on  July  1,  after  which  the  remainder  of  the 
quota  of  24  will  be  filled  on  the  basis  of 
dates  applications  are  received. 


REV.  H.  C.  NORSWORTHY  DIES 
IN  BOSSIER  CITY 

Rev.  H.  C.  Norsworthy,  age  70,  died  in 
Bossier  City  on  Sunday,  June  10,  fpllowing  a 
long  illness.  He  was  a  supply  preacher  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  served  the  Curtis 
Park  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City  from 
shortly  after  its  organization  in  1946  until  his  re¬ 
tirement  in  1954.  He  also  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Hall  Summitt  Church. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  son,  Lamar  E. 
Norsworthy  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Frances  L.  Sudduth  of  Shreveport  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Ackerman  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  two  broth¬ 
ers,  Horace  L.  and  Charles  E.  Norsworthy  of 
Petal,  Miss.,  and  four  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Tuesday  by 
Dr.  F.  M.  Freeman,  retired  Methodist  minister, 
assisted  by  Rev.  George  Harbuck,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  Rev.  Jack  Moore,  pastor  of  the  Life 
Tabernacle. 


INCREASE  IN  WORLD  SERVICE 
RECEIPTS 

Methodist  World  Service  receipts  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  May  31  rose  to  $9,877,537.21,  an 
increase  of  1.19  per  cent  over  the  1954-55  re¬ 
ceipts,  according  tos.  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg  of 
Chicago,  general  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance.  Total  for 
1954-55  was  $9,761,407.78.  Both  amounts  exceed¬ 
ed  the  annual  apportionment  of  $9,660,000. 

World  Service  receipts  for  the  month  of  May 
alone  this  year  were  $1,867,514.79,  a  slight  drop 
from  the  total  for  May,  1955. 

All  other  benevolence  funds  showed  healthy 
gains  1$ith  the  exception  of  the  World  Service 
Specials  and  Week  of  Dedication.  There  also 
were  slight  decreases  in  two  of  the  adminis¬ 
trative  funds. 

In  addition  to  World  Service,  other  benevo¬ 
lence  funds  and  the  year’s  total  and  percentage 
of  gain  or  loss  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  were  as  follows: 

World  Service  Specials — $95,085.10,  a  drop  of 
1.53/per  cent. 

General  Advance  Specials — $5,099,325.33,  a 
gain  of  18.85  per  cent. 

Week  of  Dedication — $673,692.01,  a  loss  of 
2.6  per  cent. 

Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Service — $755,- 
390.38,  a  8.09  per  cent  gain. 

Methodist  TV  Ministry-^-$  187,644.65,  a  13.58 
per  cent  increase. 

Bishops’  Appeal  for  Korea — $13,216.63,  no 
comparison  can  be  made  since  this  fund 
was  started  in  November,  1954. 

Administrative  funds  and  the  percentage  of 
gain  or  loss  were  as  follows: 

Episcopal  Fund — $1,427,987.09,  a  gain  of  4.08 
per  cent. 

General  Administration — $384,971.29,  a  5.97 
per  cent  loss. 

Interdenominational  Co-operation  Fund  — 
$326,518.68,  a  loss  of  0.12  per  cent. 
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together  magazine 

NAMED 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
on  June  15  announced  the  selection 
0f  H.  B.  Teeter  of  Nashville,  Tenn¬ 
essee,  as  Associate  Editor  of  its  new 
family  magazine,  TOGETHER.  The 
charter  issue  of  TOGETHER  “The 
Midmoftth  Magazine  for  Methodist 
Families,”  will  be  published  this 
coming  October.  The  new  publica¬ 
tion  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  130 
years  old  weekly,  THE  CHRISTIAN 
ADVOCATE.  It  is  a  new  venture 
in  religious  journalism  and  will 
contain  stories,  articles,  and  pictor¬ 
ial  features  for  all  the  family. 

Mr.  Teeter  comes  to  the  TOGETH¬ 
ER  staff  from  the  NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEAN  where  he  covered 
all  types  of  assignments,  both  as  a 
reporter  and  Sunday  magazine  fea¬ 
ture  writer.  Several  of  his  articles 
have  appeared  in  CORONET  and 
other  national  circulation  maga¬ 
zines.  Much  of  his  work  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  various  publications  of 
the  Methodist  Church  during  the 
past  ten  years. 

Born  in  Russellville,  Arkansas, 
Mr.  Teeter  studied  journalism  at 
the  University  of  Arkansas  and  edi¬ 
ted  the  Sparta,  Tennessee  EXPOSI¬ 
TOR. 

Formerly  residing  at  1318  Lischey 
Avenue  in  Nashville,  Mr.  Teeter  and 
his  family  are  moving  to  the  Chi¬ 
cago  area.  Publication  offices  of  the 
new 1  TOGETHER  magazine  are  lo¬ 
cated  at  740  North  Rush  Street  in 
Chicago. 


GOING  AWAY  PARTY 
FOR  PASTOR  AND 
FAMILY 

On  the  eve  of  his  departure  to 
his  new  charge  at  Rayville,  Rev. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor  of  the  David 
Hass  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  his  wife  and  family,  wei;e 
entertained  with  a  going  away 
party  at  the  Fellowship  Hall  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  June  13,  when  hun¬ 
dreds  of  all  faiths  in  the  city  gather¬ 
ed  to  pay  their  respects  and  wish 
them  well  in  their  new  home. 

Mr.  Boddie  thanked  members  of 
the  congregation  for  their  support 
and  encouragement  during  the  three 
years  that  he  had  been  pastor  here, 
and  assured  them  that  the  years 
had  been  happy  ones.  He  also 
thanked  the  community  for  the  kind 
considerations  he  and  his  family  had 
received  as  residents  of  Bunkie. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Bod¬ 
die,  membership  and  attendance 
have  greatly  increased,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  of  the  church  has  been 
greatly  benefited.  His  leadership 
has  been  outstanding,  and  the 
friends  he  and  his  family  have  here 
will  continue  through  the  years. 

During  the  course  of  the  evening 
Jack  Cochran,  Vice-chairman  of  the 
Official  Board,  presented  Mr.  Bod¬ 
die  with  a  substantial  check  as  a 
Parting  gift  and  love  offering  from 
the  church. 

Following  this  Mrs.  F.  G.  Ormsby 
presented  a  beautifully  wrapped 
gift  package  to  Mrs.  Boddie  as  a 
parting  gift  from  the  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild  of  th£  church.  —  Mrs.  E. 
R-  Blankenship,  Church  Secretary 


CENTENARY  CHOIR  TO 
FAR  EAST  THIS  SUMMER 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
plaints  from  those  told  they  must 
remain  behind.  f 

“Some  of  the  students  even  came 
to  me  to  tell  me  they  knew  it  had 
not  been  easy  for  me  to  make  the 
selection,”  he  observes.  “They  all 
understood  that  I  would  have  per- 
ferred  to  take  all  of  them  along, 
and  they  all  continued  to  give  their 
best  to  the  choir  and  to  assist  in 
every  way  possible  with  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  tour.  I  am  even  more 
proud  of  those  who  will  stay  in 
Shreveport  than  of  those  who  will 
be  traveling  the  Far  East  on  this 
trip.” 

Lawrence  Phillips,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  USO  Camp  Shows 
Inc.,  New  York,  is  acting  as  general 
coordinator  of  the  tour.  He  assisted 
in  obtaining  special  no-fee  pass¬ 
ports  for  the  singers  and  in  filling 
out  the  many  required  forms,  some 
of  which  had  to  be  done  in  quad¬ 
ruplicate. 

Luggage  will  be  restricted  to  66 
pounds  per  person,  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  1*000  pounds  will  be  allowed 
for  the  choir  wardrobe  and  equip¬ 
ment.  Voran  says  this  will  permit 
two  changes  of  costume  for  the 
singers.  Costumes  will  be  carried 
in  specially-built  wardrobe  trunks, 
about  the  same  size  as  standard 
army  foot  lockers,  since  the  lockers 
the  choir  normally  uses  on  road 
trips  are  too  large  to  be  practical. 

The  luggage  restrictions  will 
make  it  impossible  for  the  choir  to 
carry  its  own  risers,  and  this  will 
mean  that  the  group  will  sing  from 
improvised  elevations  at  each  stop. 
However,  the  medical  kit  and  sta¬ 
tionery  box  always  carried  among 
the  choir’s  road  equipment  will  be 
aboard  when  the  singers  leave  by 
commercial  airline  for  Travis  Air 
Force  Base  in  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

One  thing,  though,  will  be  miss¬ 
ing  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  singing  troupe — the  big  box 
of  apples  which  Voran  believes 
prevent  stomach  ailments  on  road 
trips  by  discouraging  the  teenagers’ 
tendency  to  nibble  on  candy,  pop¬ 
corn  anR  other  indigestibles.  There 
simply  won’t  be  room  for  the  ap¬ 
ples. 

Although  definite  details  have 
not  yet  been  received,  Voran  has 
been  informed  that  the  choir  prob¬ 
ably  will  be  quartered  in  or  near 
Tokyo.  The  group  must  be  prepared 
to  spend  45  days  in  the  Far  East 
and  to  work  six  days  each  week. 
The  choir  members  will  have  hos¬ 
pitalization,  medical  and  accident 
insurance  through  Lloyds  of  Lon¬ 
don  under  an  arrangement  with  the 
USO  Camp  Shows,  Inc. 

“We’re  all  looking  forward  to  a 
wonderful  time,”  Voran  says,  “and 
we  hope  our  efforts  will  accom¬ 
plish  the  stated  purpose  of  the  trip 
—  bring  cheer  and  a  taste  of  home 
to  American  servicemen  serving 
far  from  home.” 


Our  nation  is  sadly  in  need  of  a 
rebirth  of  the  simple  life — a  return 
to  the  days  when  God  was  a  part 
of  each  household,  when  families 
arose  in  the  morning  with  a  prayer 
on  their  lips,  and  ended  the  day  by 
gathering  together  to  place  them¬ 
selves  in  His  care.  There  is  no  bet¬ 
ter  way  of  doing  our  part  for  home 
life  in  America  than  by  re-estab¬ 
lishing  the  daily  practices  of  fam¬ 
ily  prayer  in  our  homes,,  because 
families  that  pray  together  stay  to¬ 
gether. — J.  Edgar  Hoover 


CENTENARY  PLANS  NEW  DORMITORY 


Application  has  been  made  by 
Centenary  College  for  a  govern¬ 
ment  loan  to  finance  construction 


Church  Activity  Grows 
In  Korea 

More  evidence  of  the  growth  of 
the  Christian  church  in  Korea,  and 
specifically  of  the  Methodist 
growth,  came  to  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
cently  from  two  sources.  Korea, 
with  the  Belgian  Congo,  Bolivia 
and  northern  Borneo,  is  to  receive 
special  Methodist  evangelistic  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  next  four  years  because 
mission  strategists  consider  it  a 
“land  of  decision”  for  Christianity. 

In  his  quadrennial  report  for 
1952-56,  Bishop  Hyungki  J.  Lew  of 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church  said 
that  whereas  in  1952  there  were 
23,000  full  members,  there  now  are 
38,000.  In  1952  there  were  540 
churches;  there  are  now  1,108.  In 
1952  Sunday  school  attendance 
was  50,000;  now  it  is  160,000,  he 
added. 

“We  had  ruined  churches  in  1952 
but  we  now  have  new  build¬ 
ings,”  Bishop  Lew  reported.  “Where 
we  were  almost  totally  without 
self-support,  we  now  have  an  on¬ 
going  program  of  increased  self- 
support  for  our  work.” 

The  second  source  is  the  Rev. 
Charles  Sauer  of  Seoul,  missionary 
and  Methodist  correspondent  who 
wrote:  “During  the  pas_t  year,  three 
new  Methodist  churches  were  or¬ 
ganized  in  Korea  each  week.  The 
year  1955  also  saw  an  average  of 
one  new  church  building  every  two 
days,  thanks  especially  to  aid  from 
the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Korea  (an 
offering  taken  throughout  Metho¬ 
dism  in  1954  for  rehabilitation  and 
relief). 

“Amazing  is  the  fact  that  every¬ 
where  the  church  is  welcomed. 
There  is  no  competing  religion. 
Every  village  is  open  to  the  Gospel 
message  and  one  needs  only  a 
preacher  and  a  place  to  preach  to 
have  a  congregation.  With  Korea  so 
readily  accepting  the  message,  a 
golden  opportunity  is  given  to  help 
rebuild  the  Christian  church  in  this 
country.” 


of  a  new  $350,000  dormitory  t  o 
house  women. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  said  the  loan  application 
is  being  made  through  the  Ft. 
Worth,  Tex.,  regional  offices  of  the 
Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency. 
He  said  approval  of  the  loan  is  ex¬ 
pected  by  August  and  no  difficul¬ 
ties  are  foreseen. 

Approval  of  the  preliminary 
plans  has  been  given  by  thp  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Building  Committee  of  the 
college  Board  of  Trustees,  headed 
by  Paul  M.  Brown  of  Shreveport,  J. 
Cheshire  Peyton  and  Associates, 
Shreveport  architects,  are  drawing 
the  plans  which  will  be  submitted 
for  bids  in  July  or  early  August. 

The  preliminary  plans  call  for  a 
two-story  structure  o  f  Colonial 
brick  with  New  Orleans  style  iron 
grillework  across  the  facade  in  a 
balcony  effect.  The  room  arrange¬ 
ment  will  be  identical  to  that  in  the 
T.  L.  James  Memorial  Dormitory, 
where  one  suite  with  private  bath 
is  provided  for  each  four  co-eds.  An 
apartment  for  the  hostess  and  a 
lounge  for  use  of  the  students  and 
their  guests  also  are  to  be  included. 

Site  of  the  new  building  will  be 
just  west  of  the  James  dormitory, 
and  the  building  will  run  north  and 
south,  Dr.*  Mickle  said.  It  will  pro¬ 
vide  accommodations  for  68  women 
students,  as  compared  with  the  96- 
student  capacity  of  the  James 
dormitory. 

James  dormitory  was  completed 
in  1954  at  a  cost  in  excess  of  $500,- 
000.  It  was  the  gift  of  T.  L.  James 
and  Company  of  Ruston  and  was 
erected  in  memory  of  the  late  T.  L. 
James,  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  college  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  James  dormitory  was  filled 
to  capacity  during  the  past  school 
year,  and  advance  registrations  for 
the  fall  semester  indicate  an  even 
larger  feminine  population  on  the 
Shreveport  campus.  Conversion  of 
East  Colonial  Hall,  once  a  dormi¬ 
tory  for  basketball  players,  was 
authorized  about  two  weeks  ago  to 
provide  interim  housing  for  18  to 
20  co-eds  during  the  1956-57  aca¬ 
demic  year. 

Dr.  Mickle  said  plans  call  for  the 
completion  of  the  new  dormitory 
by  the  fall  of  the  1957  school  year. 


Pastor's  Family  Given  Reception 

Rev.  Robert  B . 


Crichlow,  who  was 
re-assigned  to  the 
Jennings  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  the 
session  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  and 
his  family  were  given 
a  surprise  reception 
on  Sunday  evening, 

June  10,  following 
the  evening  service. 

The  fellowship  hall 
was  filled  beyond  ca¬ 
pacity,  according  to 
report,  as  c  h  u  r  ch 
members  as  well  a  s'- 
many  friends  from 
other  churches  and 
the  community  gath¬ 
ered  t  o  honor  M  r  . 
and  Mrs.  Crichlow. 

A.  C.  C  1  e  m  o  ns, 
chairman  of  the 
Board,  second  from 
left  in  picture,  read  a  poem  by  Mrs. 
Eric  Smith,  welcoming  the  pastor 
and  his  family  back  and  presented 
them  with  a  gift  from  the  members. 


Photo  Courtesy  Jennings  Daily  News 

Their  daughter,  Carol,  is  shown 
in  the  picture  with  her  parents.  A 
son,  Bob,  was  visiting  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


FIRST  CHURCH,  TEXARKANA,  GROUP 
AT  YOUTH  RALLY 


She  Teaches  R.E. 

In  Australia 

“I  should  be  very  happy  and  en¬ 
joy  it  very  much  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  American  Methodism 
and  its  enormous  working  exper¬ 
ience,  in  order  to  serve  my  people 
in  Austria  more  effectively  upon 
my  return. 

“I  am  willing  to  try  to  help  them 
come  nearer  to  the  well  of  Living 
Water  not  only  with  all  of  my  faith¬ 
ful  heart  and  love  but  also  with 
my  knowledge  and  reason  .  . 

In  this  conviction,  Miss  Herta 
Wollscheiber  of.  Graz,  Austria,  is  a 
Crusade  Scholar  at  Duke  Divinity 
School  as  a  candidate  for  the  Master 
of  Religious  Education. 

When  she  was  in  elementary 
school,  Miss  Wollscheiber  received 
Catholic  religious  instruction,  Aus¬ 
tria  having  in  prewar  days  a  strict 
Catholic  regime.  After  1938  this  in¬ 
struction  became  optional.  In  1941, 
when  Miss  Wollscheiber  was  ten 
years  old,  her  mother  got  in  touch 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Graz 
and  from  that  time  on  she  attended 
Sunday  school  regularly. 

“Because  of  my  keen  interest  in 
world  history  from  the  early  years 
of  my  childhood,”  she  writes,  “I  eag¬ 
erly  stretched  out  for  Biblical  his¬ 
tory  and  thus  soon  became  familiar 
with  Hebrew  history  and  the  life 
of  Jesus.  Five  years  later  I  received 
confirmation  and  was  accepted  as 
a  full  member  by  the  Methodist 
Church.” 

In  the  fall  of  1949  Miss  Woll¬ 
scheiber  entered  the  Karl-Franzens- 
Universitat  in  Graz  and,  because 
she  liked  work  with  children  and 
youth,  took  courses  preparatory  to 
teaching  in  a  secondary  school.  But 
it  soon  became  evident  that  there 
was  little  hope  of  her  finding  a  sit¬ 
uation  in  the  teaching  profession 
and  she  altered  the  course  of  her 
studies  with  the  objective  of  a  doc¬ 
tor’s  degree  in  physics,  beginning 
work  on  a  dissertation  on  geophys¬ 
ics,  on  a  special  problem  of  the 
ionosphere. 

When  she  started  that  study  it 
was  her  purpose  to  take  up  practical 
work  in  the  geophysical  branch  of 
industry. 

It  was  during'  this  period,  that 
she  made  the  decision  “to  place  my 
life  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord  in 
active  service  within  the  Methodist 


Fifty-six  young  people  from  the 
First  Mtethodist  Church,  Texarkana, 
went  by  bus  to  attend  the  youth 
rally  at  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
in  Hot  Springs. 

Adults  accompanying  the  group 
were:  Dr.  W.  H.  Richardson,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Youth  Department; 
John  B.  Nelson,  teacher;  Mrs.  W.  E. 
DeLong,  counselor;  Mrs.  Zollie  Ben¬ 
nett,  camp  counselor;  Mrs.  Charlie 
Starks,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Davis,  educational 
assistant,  arid  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Brown, 
wife  of  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  group  enjoyed  swimming, 
boating  and  their  evening  meal  at 
the  cottage  of  Mrs.  C.  L.  Cabe  on 
Lake  Hamilton. 


Church.” 

Realizing  that  this  service  would 
be  more  effective  if  she  were  train¬ 
ed  for  it,  particularly  as  far  as  the 
social,  teaching  and  devotional  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Methodist  Church  are 
concerned,  she  applied  for  a  Crusade 
Scholarship  at  a  Methodist*  institu¬ 
tion  in  this  country.  Her  application 
was  accepted  and  she  entered  Duke 
in  September,  1954. 

Before  returning  to  Austria  in 
September  of  this  year,  to  begin 
work  as  a  director  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  Miss  Wollscheiber  will  be 
the  representative  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Austria  at  the  meetings 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
the  World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  in  August  and  September. 


The  Methodist  Youth  Fund  con¬ 
tributes  to  24  mission  schools  in  this 
country  and  abroad.  The  spring  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fund 
Bulletin  describes  the  work  of  these 
schools  as  follows: 

“These  schools  meet  an  education¬ 
al  need.  Some  of  them  are  for  boys 
and  girls  of  minority  groups  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  education.  In  each 
one,  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  in¬ 
dividual. 

“Many  graduates  of  these  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning  become  respected 
leaders  in  their  communities.  As 
the  name  indicates,  some  schools 
are  doing  a  specialized  job  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  people  and  com¬ 
munity.  While  the  activities  in  any 
school  may  become  routine  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree,  there  is  a  constant  pro- 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Central 

The  Central  Sub-District  met  in 
Clinton  on  Monday  night,  June  11, 
for  the  monthly  meeting  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Larry  Smiley  presiding.  Harold 
Wells,  vice-president  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  was  the  guest 
speaker. 

Officers  were  installed  for  the 
coming  year.  —  Boyce  West. 

Poinsett 


BILL  WELD 

Bill  Weld  of  Fisher  was  installed 
as  president  of  the  Poinsett  Sub- 
District  at  Weona  on  May  10.  He  is 
a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Weld  of 
Fisher.  He  was  a  member  of  this 
year’s  graduating  class  at  Weiner, 
an  outstanding  basketball  player  on 
the  Cardinal  line-up,  served  as  Class 
officer  and  is  president  of  the  Fish¬ 
er  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  He 
has  a  record  of  seven  years  perfect 
attendance  at  Sunday  School. 

Other  officers  are:  Wade  Wanton, 
Tyronza,  vice-president;  Sandra 
Prince,  Marked  Tree,  secretary; 
Jimmy  Block  Weiner,  treasurer; 
Ann  Rowlett,  Trumann,  reporter. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Glass  of  Hickory  Ridge 
was  elected  Sub-District  counselor. 
—  Reporter. 

W.  F.  Cooley 

The  W.  F.  Cooley  Sub-District  in¬ 
stallation  banquet  for  the  new  of¬ 
ficers  was  held  on  Mbnday  night, 
May  28  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Russellville  with  around 
50  in  attendance. 

Rev.  Alf  A.  Eason,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  installed 
the  new  officers  who  are:  President, 
Bobby  Joe  Pullen;  vice-president, 
Fred  Miller;  secretary,  Carmelita 
Moore;  treasurer,-  Johnny  Paul 
Phaxton;  reporter,  Glenna  Elliott. 
Committee  chairmen  are:  Christian 
Faith,  Carol  Cooley;  Witness,  Ann¬ 
ette  Sewell;  Outreach,  Joyce  Graves; 
Christian  Citizenship,  Twyla  Rey¬ 
nolds,  and  Christian  Fellowship, 
Jane  Helen  Newell.  —  Glenna  Jo 
Elliott. 

Seba-Scott 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Seba- 
Scott  Sub-District  was  held  at 


cess  of  evaluation  in  order  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  times. 

“In  many  countries  schools  main¬ 
tained  by  the  church  are  the  means 
of  leading  persons  into  Christian 
commitment  and  church  member¬ 
ship.  In  this  respect  they  are  evan¬ 
gelistic,  and  the  missionary  teacher 
is  an  evangelist.  The  educational 
work  of  mission  schools  has  given 
the  church  strong  leaders.” 


Greenwood  on  June  7.  Greenwood 
presented  the  program  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  two-act  skit  showing  both 
an  “Unorderly  and  Orderly  MYp 
Service.”  Both  were  led  by  David 
Joyce.  Narrator  for  the  skits  was 
Sharon  Dodd. 

Dr.  Henry  Goodloe,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Ft.  Smith  District, 
was  guest  speaker.  He  spoke  on 
“Leadership.” 

Rev.  M.  L.  Edgington,  pastor  at 
Huntington,  installed  the  following 
new  officers:  President,  David 
Joyce;  vice-president,  Jimmy  'Port¬ 
er;  secretary,  Jo  Marie  Laster;  trea¬ 
surer,  Barbara  Marsh  and  publicity 
chairman,  Donna  Roe. 

Churches  represented  were: 
Greenwood,  Waldron,  Mansfield, 
Hartford,  Hackett  and  Milltown. 

Huntington  received  the  attend¬ 
ance  banner  which  was  presented 
by  Hartford. 

One  hundred  forty-eight  attended 
the  meeting.  —  Reporter. 

Nellie  Dyer 

The  Nellie  Dyer  Sub-District  held 
its  monthly  meeting  on  Monday, 
May  21,  at  Cabot. 

Rev.  George  W.  Martin,  pastor  of 
Lakewood  Methodist  Church;  North 
Little  Rock,  spoke  on  ^Gleaning  the 
Fields  of  Boaz.” 

There  were  32  members  in  attend¬ 
ance  with  Antioch  having  the  larg¬ 
est  number  with  14. 

Rev.  John  S.  Workman,  pastor 
of  the  Cabot  Methodist  Church,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  meeting. 

After  the  meeting  refreshments 
were  served  and  games  were  played 
in  the  educational  building.  —  Bob 
Murphy. 


COLLEGE  STUDENTS  STUDY 
NATION’S  PROBLEMS 

Fifteen  college  students  from 
many  sections  of  the  United  States 
will  meet  in  the  nation’s  capital  on 
June  20  to  participate  in  a  communi¬ 
ty  service  project  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  and 
a  Washington  committee  composed 
of  local,  district  and  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  leaders. 

The  Rev.  R.  C.  Singleton,  director 
of  the  Student  Department,  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Missions,  'states  that 
this  experience  will  give  the  under¬ 
graduates  “insight  into  the  role  of 
the  city  church  and  urban  society.’’ 

The  Rev.  Richard  W.  Nutt,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Pennsylvania  State  University,  will 
be  project  director.  He  will  live 
with  the  group,  serving  as  counselor 
and  giving  direction  to  the  general 
program.  The  study  program  will 
consider  problems  of  church  and 
city  society  and  will  give  attention 
to  issues  current  in  Congress.  A 
number  of  seminars  with  leadership 
from  the  Washington  community 
will  be  held  and  there  will  be  rec¬ 
reational  and  cultural  activities.  The 
project  will  be  concluded  on  August 
1. 

Participating  will  be  Nancy  Sim¬ 
ons,  of  E.l  Campo,  Texas,  Ruth 
Adams  of  Mankato,  Minnesota, 
as,  Jean  Downie  of  Kankakee,  Ill-, 
nois,  Thelma  Lazo  of  McAllen,  Tex¬ 
as  Jean  Downie  of  Kankakee,  Ill- 
Lowell  Mathes  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
John  Jordan,  of  Sycamore,  Illinois. 
Frank  Mattes,  of  Ramsey,  Ill.,  Roy 
Dunkelberg  of  Ft.  Worth,  Texas, 
Betty  Trapp,  of  Tupelo,  Mississippi, 
Dorothy  Kraft  of  Dallas,  Texas,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Martin  pf  Augusta,  Georgia, 
Ruth  Ann  Overbeck,  of  Denison, 
Texas,  Beverly  A$n  Cox,  of  Red¬ 
lands,  California,  and  Larry  Thomas 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 


WORK  OF  24  SCHOOLS 
HELPED  BY  MYFUND 


\ 


Page  Fourteen 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


BUSINESS  GIRLS  INN 

(Continued,  from,  page  5) 

When  girls  come  back  from  the 
weekends  with  their  families,  we 
hear,  “It’s  good  to  be  home.”  (Mean¬ 
ing  the  Inn).  By  that  we  know  that 
they  are  maturing  individuals.  They 
enjoy  their  family  as  much  as  ever, 
but  they  are  also  learning  ty  live 
independently. 

During  the  year  twenty-one  girls 
left  the  Inn  to  take  apartments, 
twenty-five  to  be  married,  thirteen 
returned  to  their  home  towns  to 
take  jobs,  three  had  reached  the 
residence  limit  and  reluctantly 
found  other  living  quarters,  one  girl 
had  saved  sufficient  money  to  send 
her  back  to  college. 

There  is  a  long  list  of  applica¬ 
tions  for  June  from  girls  who  are 
graduating.  Many  of  them  wish  to 
attend  business  school,  others  will 
try  for  their  first  jobk.  Many  of  the 
residents  are  Baptist,  we  have 
Methodists,1  Christians,  Presbyteri¬ 
ans,  Church  of  Christ,  Assembly  of 
God  and  Catholics.  No  discrimina¬ 
tion  is  made  because  of  religious 
faith.  Almost  without  exception 
girls  come  from  the  rural  areas  of 
the  Ark-La-Tex. 

Housing  for  girls  alone  in  the  city 
was  a  problem  long  before  we 
reached  the  present  crisis  in  housing 
in  general.  In  the  Residences  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  this  need  is  being 
met  through  the  efforts  and  interest 
of  the  local  women  who  form  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 

Luce  Says  Americans  Prepared 
To  Fight  for  Religious  Freedom 

New  York — (RNS)  —  Henry  R. 
Luce,  editor-in-chief  of  Time,  Life 
and  Fortune  magazines,  said  here 
that  freedom  of  rejigion  was  one  of 
the  major  goals  Americans  “  are 
prepared  to  work  and  sacrifice  and 
even  fight  for.” 

He  spoke  before  some  1,000  civic, 
welfare  and  business  leaders  at  a 
dinner  given  by  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Christians  and^Jews.  Mr. 
Luce  was  presented  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference’s  gold  brother¬ 
hood  award  for  “distinguished  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  field  of  human  relations.” 

Benjamin  F.  Fairless,  former 
board  chairman  of  the  U.  S.  Steel 
Corporation,  who  made  the  pres¬ 
entation,  cited  Mr.  Luce  for  “dedi¬ 
cating  his  mind  and  his  heart  to 
the  universal  concepts  of  the  Juda- 
eo-Christian  tradition.” 

In  his  address,  Mr.  Luce  gave 
four  other  goals  which  he  said  were 
desired  by  the  American  people. 
These  are:  peace  With  justice,  free¬ 
dom  to  seek  the  truth,  economic 
abundance  and  a  democratic  world. 

“First,”  he  said,  “we  want  a  world 
wherein  every .  man,  woman  and 
child  may  worship  God  in  the  way 
he  is  called  and  taught.” 

All  other  goals  are  based  on  this 
concept  of  religious  freedom,  Mr. 
Luce  said,  because  “we  want  the 
kind  of  world  which  God  wants  us 
to  want.” 


METHODISTS  HOLD 
MEETING  ON 
REHABILITATION 
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church  action:  know  the  handicap¬ 
ped  in  your  community,  know  the 
resources  available  to  help  them, 
and  study  the  family  problems  in¬ 
volved. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  in  at 
least  one  church,  Belmont  Methodist 
in  Nashville,  young  adult  classes 
had  invited  handicapped  persons  to 
become  members  and  to  participate 
in  their  activities. 


A  TRIBUTE 

Joe'  E.  Goetz,  son  of  G.  P.  and 
Margaret  Wassermuller  Goetz,  was 
born  in  Canton,  Mo.,  January  21, 
1881.  He  graduated  from  Canton 
High  School  with  honors  and  at¬ 
tended  Culver  Stockton  College  and 
graduated  from  Gem  City  Business 
College  of  Quincy,  Ill.  He  was  also 
a  graduate  of  the  Accounting  and 
Commercial  Law  Department  of  La¬ 
Salle  University. 

Mr.  Goetz  came  to  Little  Rock  in 
August  1900  and  was  for  several 
years  with  Caji  and  Tobey  Whole¬ 
sale  Grocers  and  for  many  years 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
Fletcher  Coffee  and  Spice  Co.  He 
spent  the  last  20  years  of  his  active 
life  as  Aetna  Life  Underwriter. 

Mr.  Goetz  joined  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Little  Rock  on  April 
6,  1901.  He  actively  engaged  in 
Christian  service  for  the  next  55 
yegrs,  serving  as  steward,  Bible 
class  teacher  and  Sunday  School 
superintendent  for  15  years  at  As- 
bury  and  also  for  some  years  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  North 
Little  Rock.  He  served  as  lay  lead¬ 
er  of  the  Conway  District  and  was 
statistical  secretary  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  for  15  years. 
At  the  time  of  his  going  he  was  an 
Asbury  steward  and  was  one  of  the 
teachers  of  the  Hightowfer  Bible 
Class. 

On  June  12,  1907,  Mr.  Goetz  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Margaret  Hopkins  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Fred  R.  Dod¬ 
son  of  Magnolia,  Mrs.  Johnnie 
Katherine  Coward  of  Mabelvale, 
and  Mrs.  Alf  A.  Eason  of  Russell¬ 
ville  and  four  grandchildren.  His 
was  a  life  spent  in  loving  service 
for  his  Father  in  heaven,  his  family 
and  mankind.— A  Friend 


MISSIONARIES  TO 
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Beach  Union  Church,  Short  Beach, 
Conn.  His  first  and  only  pastorate 
after  seminary  has  been  St.  Luke’s. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  share  in(  a 
television  series,  “The  Parsonage,” 
for  the  Council  of  Churches  of 
Maryland  and  Delaware.  Mr.  Jones 
has  been  director  of  youth  work  for 
the  Baltimore  West  district  of  the 
Baltimore  conference.  He  has  been 
to  international  conferences  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  and1  the  World’s  Student 
Christian  Federation. 

Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in  New 
Orleans  and  spent  most  of  her  early 
life  there.She  attended  the  Metairie 
Park  Country  Day  School,  the 
Eleanor  McMain  High  School,  the 
H.  Sophy  Newcomb  Memorial  Col¬ 
lege  and  Tulane  University. 

Moving  to  Washington  with  her 
family,  Mrs.  Jones  worked  for  the 
Navy  Department  and  later  on  the 
White  House  staff  of  President  Tru¬ 
man.  She  worked  for  government 
offices  in  New  Haven  while  her 
husband  was  in  seminary. 


missionaries  to  plan 

NEW  STRATEGY 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

The  full  title  is  “A  Call  to  Witness 
and  Decision.”  The  program,  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  board  in  January,  calls  for 
evangelistic  emphasis  in  all  over¬ 
seas  mission  areas  and  for  special 
efforts  in  northern  Borneo,  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo,  Bolivia  and  Korea. 

The  keynote  speech,  “Witness  and 
Decision,”  will  be  given  by  Dr. 
James  K.  Mathews,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  board’s  Division  of 
World  Missions,  June  19  at  the 
Gobin  Memorial  Methodist  Church 


on  the  DePauw  campus. 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly.  • 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
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How  strong  is 
the  weaker  sex? 


Strong  enough  to  carry  a  3-ton  elephant  in 
daily  installments.  That’s  about  how  much 
laundry  the  average  woman  carries  to  and 
from  her  clothesline  every  year. 

Wish  you  could  get  out  of  that  heavy 
work?  Well,  you  can — with  an  electric  clothes 
dryer.  And  for  just  a  few  cents  a  day. 

There  are  dozens  of  other  electric  servants 
that  can  make  your  life  easier  and  more 
enjoyable  for  pennies  worth  of  electricity — 
a  dishwasher,  for  instance,  or  an  automatic 
washing  machine.  You  can  afford  to  let  elec¬ 
tricity  do  all  your  work — for  it’s  the  biggest 
bargain  in  your  family  budget! 
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LESSON  FOR  JULY  1,  1956 
WRITINGS  FOR  PERILOUS  TIMES  ' 

READ  THE  BOOKS  OF  1st  PETER  AND  JUDE. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  “Contend  for  the  faith  which 
was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints.  (Jude  3) 


This  week  we  begin  the  study  of 
a  series  of  four  lessons  in  Unit  VI, 
under  the  general  subject,  Founda¬ 
tions  of  Faith.  In  today’s  lesson, 
Writings  For  Perilous  Times,  we 
come  also  to  the  study  of  a  different 
type  of  Scripture  than  was  found  in 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  The  study  in 
Acts  was  filled  with  personal  inter¬ 
est  stories  about  Paul  and  the  prob¬ 
lems  he  faced  in  his  ministry.  Such 
a  line  of  thought  was  comparatively 
easy  to  follow. 

The  lesson  text  for  today  is  not 
quite  so  concrete  in  its  style  but  it 
is  very  interesting  and  unusually 
helpful  if  we  make  the  proper  ap¬ 
proach  in  our  study.  For  a  full  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  book  of  1st  Peter 
and  Jude,  it  is  very  necessary  to 
understand  the  circumstances  which 
caused  them  to  be  written.  We  can 
easily  see  why  they  were  written 
if  we  read  them  carefully.  They 
were  both  written  for  a  definite 
purpose  and  to  help  meet  definite 
problems  that  had  arisen  in  the 
newly  found  churches. 

1st  Peter  was  written  to  the 
churches  in  Asia  Minor,  supposedly 
by  the  apostle  Peter,  to  comfort 
them  and  encourage  them  in  the 
persecutions  they  were  experiencing 
and  in  greater  persecutions  which 
the  writer  seemed  to  feel  might  fol¬ 
low.  The  churches  were  exhorted  to 
bear  these  persecutions  with  Chris¬ 
tian  fortitude. 

How  ihe  Persecution  of 
Christians  Grew 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  different,  successive 
forms  of  persecution  suffered  by  the 
early  Christian  church  and  the 
source  of  these  persecutions. 

(1)  The  first  opposition  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  persecution  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  came  from  the  Jews  who, 
with  fanatical  zeal,  did  not  stop 
short  of  imprisonment  and  murder 
to  prevent  the  rise  of  the  Christian 
church.  Jesus,  Stephen  and  James' 
were  among  the  first  victims  of  this 
form  of  persecution,  which  began 
with  the  ministry  of  Jesus. 

(2)  The  second  source  of  perse¬ 
cution  experienced  by  Christians 
came  from  the  established  heathen 
religions  whose  leaders  feared 
Christianity  might  displace  their 
gods,  their  forms  of  worship  and 
the  financial  gain  they  enjoyed  by 
promoting  such  worship.  The  wor¬ 
shipers  of  Diana  give  a  striking  ex¬ 
ample  of  that  form  of  persecution. 
Persecution  of  this  character  started 
when  Christian  churches  began  to 
be  established  outside  Palestine  as 
a  result  of  the  preaching  of  Paul  and 
other  leaders  of  the  early  church. 

(3)  There  came  a  time  when  Ro¬ 
man  authorities  became  more  hesi¬ 
tant  about  punishing  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  merely  on  charges  that  they 
were  breaking  the  laws  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  church.  Consequently  the  Jews 


and  other  enemies  of  the  Christian 
movement  began  to  accuse  its  lead¬ 
ers  of  sedition,  insurrection  and 
treason,  all  crimes  against  the  state. 
It  was  on  such  a  charge  of  crime 
against  the  state  that  Paul  went  to 
Rome  for  trial. 

(4)  The  fourth  and  the  most  un¬ 
reasonable,  deadly  form  of  persecu¬ 
tion  began  about  the  time  the  book 
of  1st  Peter  was  written.  In  this 
form  of  persecution,  which  began  at 
Rome  in  64  A.  D.,  it  became  a  crime 
punishable  by  death  simply  to  be  a 
Christian.  This  form  of  persecution 
was  begun  at  Rome  by  Nero  the 
Roman  Emperor.  Roman  rulers  of 
outlying  states  and  provinces  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  taking  their  cue 
from  Nero,  extended  this  form  of 
persecution  throughout  the  empire. 
Let  us  remember  also  that  these 
persecutions  by  the  state  continued 
about  250  years. 

In  its  beginning,  Rome  was  toler¬ 
ant  of  Christianity,  as  it  was  of  all 
other  religions.  However,  after  the 
great  fire,  which  almost  destroyed 
Rome  in  64  A.  D.,  many  accused 
Nero  of  responsibility  for  the  fire. 
To  take  the  pressure  off  himself, 
Nero  accused  the  Christians  of  start¬ 
ing  the  fire.  To  add  weight  to  his 
accusations,  he  loosed  on  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  one  of  the  most  cruel, 
heartless  forms  of  persecution  re¬ 
corded  in  history.  Christians  were 
killed  in  every  conceivable  manner 
at  sight,  for  no  reason  except  that 
they  were  Christians.  They  were 
burned  at  stakes;  sewed  up  in  skins 
of  wild  beasts  and  thrown  to  hungry 
dogs;  covered  with  combustible  _ 
material  and  placed  at  regular  in¬ 
tervals  about  race  courses  and  at 
night  became  human  torches  by  • 
which  the  Roman  populace  ran 
chariot  races  and  made  merry. 

Such  was  the  world  at  about  the 
time  the  book  of  1st  Peter  was 
written;  such  were  the  conditions 
which  caused  it  to  be  written. 

Suffering  Is  A  Reality 
The  teachings  of  some  modern 
groups  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  suffering  would  have  had  few 
converts  among  early  Christians. 
With  them  suffering  was  a  common 
experience  which  faced  them  on 
every  side.  Paul  thought  suffering 
was  so  widespread  that,  on  one 
occasion  he  wrote,  “We  know  that 
every  creature  groaneth  and  travail- 
eth  in  pain  together  until  now.”  ‘Ro¬ 
mans  8:22)  In  the  very  short  book 
of  1st  Peter,  from  which  part  of  our 
lesson  text  is  taken,  the  writer  re¬ 
fers  six  times  to  the  sufferings  of 
Christ,  f 

We  have  a  church  in  America 
whose  basic  tenet  of  faith  is  a  de¬ 
nial  of  the  existence  of  suffering  in 
the  world.  When  one  denies  or  at¬ 
tempts  to  disregard  a  self-evident 
reality,  he  stultifies  his  conscience 
and  insults  his  own  intelligence  and 


power  to  think  and  reason.  Le  Sage, 
who  lived  1668-1747,  wrote,  “Facts 
are  stubborn  things.”  Facts  are  just 
as  stubborn  today  as  they  were  • 
when  La  Sage  was  born  almost 
three  hundred  years  ago.  There  is  / 
no  fact  more  universally  acknowl¬ 
edged  or  more  universally  experi¬ 
enced  than  the  fact  of  suffering. 
Hence,  unless,  by  some  quirk  of 
mind,  we  can  doubt  our  own  sense 
of  feeling  and  also  disbelieve^  the  all 
but  universal  testimony  of  humani¬ 
ty,  'we  are  forced  to  accept  the  re¬ 
ality  of  suffering. 

Why  Do  Good  People  Suffer? 

Since  there  have  been  enough 
books  written  attempting  to  answer 
this  question  to  fill  many  libraries, 
it  would  be  presurfiptuous ,  indeed, 
even  if  we  had  the  answer,  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  state  it  in  a  paragraph  or 
two.  Perhaps  it  is.  sufficient,  to  say 
here  that  Christian  people  have  a 
physical  body  that  is  subject  to 
physical  l^ws  which  govern  health 
and  bodily  welfare,  just  the  same  as 
do  people  who  are  not  Christian. 
Experience  seems  to  indicate  that, 
when  we  break  a  physical  law, 
whether  consciously  or  unconscious¬ 
ly,  Whether  in  -  the  service  of  God 
or  in  the  service  of  the  devil,  we 
suffer  nature’s  penalty  for  breaking 
nature’s  law.  While  God  may  for¬ 
give  when  we  break  a  spiritual  law, 
nature  does  not  forgive  when  we 
break  a  natural  lavv.  We  pay  the 
price  in  suffering.  It  often  happens 
that  we  break  a  natural  law  obey¬ 
ing  a  spiritual  impulse.  Even  so, 
we  do  not  avoid  physical  suffering 
simply  because  our  motives  are 
pure. 

How  Should  Good  People  Suffer? 

While  nowhere  in  divine  revela¬ 
tion  or  in  human  philosophy  do  we 
have  a  complete,  satisfactory  answer 
to  the  question,  “Why  do  good  peo¬ 
ple  suffer?”  we  do  have  in  the  Bible 
some  very  helpful  teachings  on  how 
good  people  should  bear  sufferings; 
especially  such  forms  of  persecution 
as  may  come  because  we  are  Chris¬ 
tians,  or  suffering  that  may  be 
necessary  in  order  that  the  service 
We  render  may  be  fruitful  and  ef¬ 
fective. 

We  realize,  of  course,  that  in  gen¬ 
eral  we  are  not  called  on  often  to¬ 
day  to  endure  physical  suffering 
simply  because  we  are  Christians. 
Nevertheless,  our  reaction  to  the 
forms  of  testing  we  do  face  is  one 
of  the  severest  tests  of  our  Christian 
lives  and  determines  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  our  Christian  witness. 

The  early  Christian  church  grew 
with  an  amazing  rapidity,  in  spite 
of  suffering,  hardships  and  persecu¬ 
tion.  It  grew  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  it  lacked  most  of  the  things  on 
which,  we  now  depend  so  much.  It 
lacked  large  numbers,  organization, 
financial  backing,  physical  equip¬ 
ment  and  trained  leadership.  Nev¬ 
ertheless  it  grew  because  of  the 
daring  witness  it  gave  and  its  will¬ 
ingness  to  suffer  for  the  cause  it 
loved.  Practically  every  hand  in 
that  day  which  held  aloft  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  Christ  bore  scars  of  sacrific¬ 
ial  service  that  were  unmistakeable 
evidence  of  a  faith  for -which  they 
were  willing  to  live  and,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  to  die. 

The  church  today,  with  all  of  the 
many  powers  at  its  command,  does 
much  more  for  the  cause  of  Christ, 
in  practically  every  field,  than  has 
the  Christian  church  of  any  former 
generation.  However,  our  lack  of 
power  and  lack  of  impressiveness 
comes  from  the  fact  that  this  gen¬ 
eration  is  doing  what  it  is  doing  for 
Christ  at  the  least  personal  sacri¬ 


fice  of  any  generation  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  era.  Members  of  the  church  of 
our  day  know  so  little  about  real 
personal,  sacrificial  service. 

The  Book  of  Jude 

Just  as  the  book  of  1st  Peter  was 
written  for  a  definite  purpose,  so 
was  the  book  of  Jude.  An  influx  of 
Gentiles  into  the  Christian  church, 
in  the  first  century,  created  prob¬ 
lems  in  many  places.  They  were 
not  so  well  grounded  in  the  basic 
principles  of  morality  and  right¬ 
eousness  as  were  the  Jews.  Hence  it 
is  not  surprising  that  questions  of 
discipline  and  doctrine  arose. 

The  date  of  the  writing  of  Jude 
is  not  fixed.  Some  scholars  think  it 
may  have  been  written  near  the 
end  of  the  1st  Christian  century, 
which  gave  ample  time  for  the  con¬ 
ditions  to  develop  which  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  Jude.  There  were  trouble¬ 
makers  in  the  church  then  as  now, 
who  created  divisions  among  the 
churches.  There  were  those  then, 
as  now,  who  were  ready  and  will¬ 
ing  to  abandon  the  great  doctrines 
•  on  which  the  Christian  church  was 
built.  Jude  was  written,  not  only  in 
an  effort  to  save  the  people  and 
churches  of  the  day,  but  also  in  an 
effort  to  save  the  very  foundations 
on  which  the  Christian  church  of 
that  day  and  succeeding  days  and 
years  must  be  built. 

Contend  For  ihe  Faiih 

The  heart  and  purpose  of  the 
book  of  Jude  is  summed  up  in  the 
words,  “contend  for  the  faith  which 
was  once  for  all  delivered'"  to  the 
saints.”  Let  us  keep  in  mind  that 
there  is  a  big  difference  in  con¬ 
tending  for  the  faith  and  in  being 
contentious  about  our  faith.  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  suffered  immeasurable 
hurt  because  some  little,  narrow 
minds  have  gotten  hold  of  a  segment 
of  truth  and  contended  so  conten- 
tiously  for  it  that  they  have  dis¬ 
credited  the  cause  of  Christ. 

When  Jude  exhorted  the  people 
of  his  day  to  “contend  for  the 
faith”  he  could  not  possibly  have 
dreamed  of  the  perverted  use  some 
denominational  egotists  would  make 
of  it.  One  of  the  great  hindering 
blights  of  Protestantism  across  the 
centuries  has  been  the  denomina¬ 
tional  controversies  that  have 
plaqued  it?  progress.  The  pitiful 
thing  about  these  denominational 
differences  is  the  fact  that  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  them  have  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  character. 

We  Too  Must  Contend 
For  the  Faith 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the 
church  in  our  day  is  in  some  dan¬ 
ger  _of  neglecting  the  foundation 
truths  on  which  it  has  been  built 
and  upon  which  it  must  continue 
to  rest  if  it  is  true  to  its  mission  as 
a  life  saving,  soul  saving,  world 
saving  institution. 

There  are  some  basic  truths  that 
help  us  get  started  right  in  the 
Christian  life  about  which  the 
church  is  now  saying  very  little. 
Conviction,  repentance,  confession, 
restitution  were  common  words  in 
the  vocabulary  of  the  church  a  gen¬ 
eration  ago.  They  are  just  as  im¬ 
portant  now  as  in  any  day.  They 
are  experiences  vepy  necessary  in 
adult  life  to  prepare  us  mentally 
and  spiritually  for  Christian  living. 
The  Methodist  Church  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  “contend”  for  those  great, 
basic  principles  of  Christian  living 
which  affect  character  and  destiny 
and  leave  petty  arguments  about 
non-essentials  to  those  who  are 
willing  to  waste  opportunities  for 
larger  service  by  emphasizing  sec¬ 
ondary  matters. 
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Area  Represented  By  48  Delegates 

The  two  Arkansas  Conferences 
will  be  represented  by  28  delegate's 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  by  20 
delegates  at  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  this  week  in  New  Orleans. 
Delegates  were  elected  at  the  1955 
session  of  the  three  annual  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Area.  In  addition  to  the 
principal  delegates,  each  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  will  have  six  reserve  dele¬ 
gates.  Each  conference  delegation 
is  made  up  of  an  equal  number  of 
ministers  and  lay  persons. 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  dele¬ 
gation  includes,  ministers,  Dr.  Aub¬ 
rey  G.  Walton,  Little  Rock,  Dr.  E. 
Clifton  Rule,  Pine  Bluff,  Dr.  Arthur 
Terry,  Little  Rock,  Dr.  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Little  Rock,  Rev.  Mouzon 
Mann,  McGehee;  lay  delegates,  Al¬ 
ton  B.  Raney,  Little  Rock,  Roland 
Shelton,  Little  Rock,  John  H.  Look- 
adoo,  Arkadelphia,  B.  T.  Fooks, 
Camden,  Homer  M.  Adkins,  Mal¬ 
vern,  and  Mrs.  J.  Russell^ Henderson, 
Little  Rock. 

Reserve  delegates  from  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  are,  ministers, 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Moore,  Camden,  Dr. 
Fred  R.  Harrison,  Little  Rock,  and 
Rev.  John  B.  Hefley,  Crossett;  lay 
reserve,  T.  A.  Prewitt,  Tillar,  Allen 
Berry,  Little  Rock,  Luther  J.  Miller, 
Little  Rock. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Dele¬ 
gation  includes,  ministers,  Dr.  Guy 
M.  Hicks,  Ruston,  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice, 
Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter, 
Covington,  D p.  Virgil  D.  Morris, 
New  Orleans,  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy, 
Monroe,  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Lake 
Charles,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Rev.  Jolly  Harper,  Ruston, 
Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  Monroe,  and 
Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  Lafayette;  lay 
delegates,  Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam, 
Judge  Robert  J.  O’Neal,  Shreveport, 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  /  Orleans, 
James  N.  Fomby,  Alexandria,  Judge 
V.  M.  Mouser,  Columbia,  J.  C.  Love, 
Ruston,  Charles  N.  White,  Alex¬ 
andria;  Floyd  B.  James,  Ruston,  W. 
Davis  Cotton,  Rayville,  and  C.  O. 
Holland,  Minden. 

Louisiana  Conference  reserve  del¬ 
egates  are,  ministerial,  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  Shreveport,  Dr.  J.  Henry 
Bowden,  Alexandria,  and  Rev.  W. 
H.  Giles,  Bogalusa;  lay,  Dr.  Joe  J. 
Mickle,  Shreveport,  Mrs.  Glenn 
Laskey,  Ruston,  and  Judge  M.  D. 
Miler,  Jennings. 

The  delegation  from  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  includes,  min¬ 
isters,  Dr.  Ethan  W,  Dodgen,  Fort 
Smith,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden, 
Fayetteville,  Dr.  W.  Henry  Gooclloe, 
North  Little  Rock,  Dr.  Roy  I.  Bag- 
ley,  Fayetteville,  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brum- 
ley,  Conway,  Rev.  Elmer  J.  Holi- 
field,  Jonesboro,  Rev.  Alfred  A. 
Knox,  Fort  Smith,  and  Itev.  J.  Al- 
( Continued  on  page  12) 


Welcome  Delegates  and  Visitors  to  Louisiana 
And  New  Orleans 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 

On  behalf  of  the  Arkansas  Louisiana  Area,  I  am 
happy  to  welcome  to  New  Orleans  the  members  of  the 
1956  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

We  feel  the  Conference  will  exalt  the  spiritual  values 
that  bless  this  great  city  and  this  Area.  We  invite  our 
friends  to  visit  our  churches  and  institutions.  It  will  be 
a  privilege  to  be  of  service  to  the  members  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  visitors. 

Paul  E.  Martin 

»v  Bishop,  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 

State  of  Louisiana 

In  these  days  of  doubt  and  turmoil,  all  Christian  peo¬ 
ples  must  have  not  only  a  bedtock  of  faith  but  a  clear  and 
sound  program  of  active  Christianity  to  combat  the  forces 
of  evil. 

As  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  I  am 
therefore  happy  to  welcome  the'  Jurisdictional  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  this  area,  and  to  wish  the  best 
of  success  for  not  only  the  quadrennial  meeting  but  for 
the  ‘four-year  program  which  will  be  inaugurated  at  this 
auspicious  gathering. 

I  would  like  to  extend  both  official  and  personal  greetings  to  the 
distinguished  clerical  and  lay  delegates  from  all  parts,  of  the  South  and 
Southwest,  and  to  the  many  visitors  who  will  be  attending  the  meeting. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  this,  the  first  meeting  in  Louisiana  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference,  will  not  be  your  last  within  the  borders 
of  our  State. 

With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes,  I  am 

Cordially  Yours, 

Earl  K.  Long 

Governor,  State  of  Louisiana 

City  of  New  Orleans 

It  is  both  an  honor  and  a  pleasure  for  me,  as  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,' to  extend  greetings  and  best 
wishes  to  the  members  and  guests  attending  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

New  Orleans  is  known  throughout  the  Nation  as  a 
City  of  churches,  and  we  point  with  pride  to  the  many 
of  our  citizens  of  the  Methodist  Church  who  have  played 
important  roles  in  our  long  history. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  welcome  all  of  you 
to  New  Orleans.  May  your  meetings  be  productive,  and  may  each  and 
evfty  one  of  you  return  to  visit  us  many  times  in  the  future. 

Sincerely  yours, 
deLesseps  S.  Morrison 
Mayor,  City  of  New  Orleans 

~New  Orleans  Methodism 

New  Orleans  Methodism  daunts  it  a  great  honor  to 
have  been  selected  as  host  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference!  We  very  much  want  you  to  have  every¬ 
thing  within  our  power  to  make  the  Conference  count  for 
Christ  and  His  Kingdom!  Plan  to  enjoy  your  visit,  to^),  for 
we  have  planned  it  that  way  for  you  —  air  conditioned 
auditorium  and  hotel  headquarters,  tours  through  "Ameri¬ 
ca’s  Most  Interesting  City”  in  your  leisure  time,  and  other 
special  events  to  make  your  visit  a  memorable  one!  Wel¬ 
come  to  New  Orleans! 

Virgil  D.  Morris 

New  Orleans  District  Superintendent 


By  Methodist  Information 

Delegates  and  visitors  from  |he 
18  annual  conferences  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  are  meeting 
this  week,  June  28-July  2  in  New 
Orleans,  for  the  regular  quadrennial 
session. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little 
Rock,  head  of  the  Arkansas-Louisi¬ 
ana  Area  of  the  Methodist  Church 
will  be  host  bishop,  and  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris,  New  Orleans,  will  be 
host  district  superintendent  for  the 
quadrennial  conference  which  will 
be  in  session  in  the  Municipal  audi- 
torifim.  Some  304  delegates  will 
represent  the  denomination’s  1,821,- 
000  members  in  the  eight-state  juris¬ 
diction. 

Chief  item  of  business  will  be  the 
election  of  a  new  bishop  to  fill  a 
vacancy  created  by  the  retirement 
of  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  of  St.  Louis, 
head  of  the  Missouri  Area.  Bishops 
are  elected  for  life  but  must  retire 
from  active  supervision  of  an  episco¬ 
pal  area  at  the  next  session  of  the 
jurisdictional  conference  following 
their  seventieth  birthday.  Bishop 
Holt  was  70  in  January,  and  will 
retire  at  the  close  of  this  conference. 

States  represented  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  are:  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 

In  addition  to  Bishop  Holt  and 
Bishop  Martin,  there  are  five  other 
active  bishops  in  the  jurisdiction. 
All  are  subject  to  re-assignment  for 
the  next  quadrennium,  1955-60,  at 
the  New  Orleans  session. 

The  conference  will  open  with  a 
service  of  holy  communion  in  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
Thursday  afternoon,  June  28.  The 
newly  elected  bishop  will  be  con¬ 
secrated  Sunday  evening,  July  1. 

Three  bishops  from  other  juris¬ 
dictions  in  the  church  will  appear 
on  the  program.  Bishop  Willis  J. 
King  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
New  Orleans  Area  will  lead  the 
Friday  morning  devotions;  Bishop 
Hazen  G.  Werner  of  Columbus,  head 
of  the  denomination’s  work  in  Ohio, 
will  speak  Friday  evening;  and 
Bishop  Edwin  E.  Voi^t,  Aberdeen, 
S.  D.,  of  the  Dakotas  Area,  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  conference  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  as  the  spokesman  for  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishop^. 

Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City  will  read  the  episcopal 
message  of  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction’s  College  of  Bishops  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  Australian 
evangelist  who  is  in  this  country  for 
a  year’s  mission,  will  be  the  special 
speaker  Saturday  evening. 

Bishop  Holt  will  be  honored  Sun¬ 
day  evening  at  a  recognition  ser¬ 
vice. 


To  The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  Delegates 
And  Visitors  New  Orleans  Methodism  Says 

WELCOME! 

By  VIRGIL  D.  MORRIS,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent 


A  HEARTY  welcome  to  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Conference  from  the  fifteen 
thousand  members  of  the 
forty-five  Methodist  congregations 
in  the  New  Orleans  District!  We’ve 
been  working  and  looking  forward 
to  this  event  for  two  years,  and  we 
sincerely  hope  you  willyfind  every¬ 
thing  to  your  liking. 

We’ve  even  done  something  about 
the  weather!  We  have  an  air-con¬ 
ditioned  auditorium  for  the  busi¬ 
ness  sessions  of  the  Conference,  and 
an  air  conditioned  headquarters 
hotel — with  shuttle  buses  between 
the  two! 

And  we  hope  you  have  time  to 
see  how  we  are  growing,  too!  Seven 
new  congregations  worship  in 
buildings,  and  nine  ministers  live 
in  new  parsonages,  that .  did  not 
.exist  at  the  beginning  of  the  quad- 
rennium.  Four  new  congregations 
are  planned  for  this  year — two  al¬ 
ready  have  ministerial  leadership 
appointed  at  the  recent  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
the  other  two  must  await  th«  se¬ 
curing  of  ministers.  And  we  are  be¬ 
ginning  a  financial  campaign  de¬ 
signed  to  secure  thirteen  additional 
sites  on  the  growing  edges  of 
Greater  New  Orleans  for  occupan¬ 
cy  over  the  next  five  years. 

In  New  Orleans  directions  are 
not  designated  “north,  south,  east 
and  west,”  but  “uptown,  downtown, 
cut  toward  the  Lake,  and  in  toward 
the  River.”  Out  toward  the  Lake 
you  will  want  to  see  Lake  Vista 
Church,  whose  first  two  units  in 
contemporary  architecture  are  built 
on  land  pumped  out  of  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain,  serving  two  thousand 
homes  also  built  -  on  land  pumped 
out  of  Lake  Pontchartrain.  Down 
the  River,  to  serve  a  similar  num¬ 
ber  of  homes  erected  to  house  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  world’s  largest  alu¬ 
minum  plant  and  other  recently 
constructed  industries,  is  the  St. 
Bernard  Methodist  Church,  award¬ 
ed  second  place  in  nation-wide 
architectural  competition  in  1955. 
Other  contemporary  structures  are 


found  on  the  West  Bank  -  Gretna 
Church,  St.  James  of  Marrero,  and 
Luling. 

But  do  not  neglect  to  see  the 
older  Churches,  either!  The  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  opens  with 
Holy  Communion  in  the  sanctuary 
of  stately  Rayne  Memorial  Church, 
standing  since  the  days  of  the  War 
Between  the  States  on  beautiful  St. 
Charles  Avenue,  principal  thorough¬ 
fare  of  uptown  New  Orleans.  You 
can’t  afford  to  miss  Old  Felicity 
Street  Church  in  the  Garden  Dis¬ 
trict,  with  its  slave  galleries,  and 
from  whose  pulpit  two  Bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Church  were  elected. 
First  Methodist  Church,  second 
oldest  Protestant  organization  in 
New  Orleans,  is  soon  to  be  reloca¬ 
ted  on.  one  of  America’s  best  known 
thoroughfares,:  Canal  Street.  And 
downtown  toward  the  River  is 
Second  Methodist  Church  in  what 
used  to  be  the  German  section  of 
the  city.  The  latter  three  of  these 
churches  have  long  since  celebrated 
their  hundredth  birthdays. 

Then  you  -  will  want  to  see  some 
of  our  other  Methodist  Institutions! 
St.  Mark’s  Community  Center, 
known  to  every  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice,  in  America,  is  on  North  Ram¬ 
part,  close  to  the  Municipal  Audi¬ 
torium,  and  houses  the  only  Protest¬ 
ant  Church  in  the  Vieux  Carre.  Dil¬ 
lard  University,  host  to  the  Central 
Jurisdictio  nal  Conference  just 
closed,  is  -recognized  as  one  of 
Louisiana’s  outstanding  institutions 
of  higher  learning,  and  hds  a  mag- 
nificient  campus  with  well  appoint¬ 
ed  buildings.  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital,  a  maternity  home  and  child 
placing  agency,  is  housed  in  mod¬ 
ern  buildings  and  provided  with 
the  finest  equipment  by  the  Metho¬ 
dists  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

So — welcome  to  New  Orleans!  !  ! 
Your  coming  is  a  blessing  to  Meth¬ 
odism  and  the  entire  city.  We  so 
much  want  to  help  in  every  way 
possible.  Please  tell  us  what  you 
want,  and  if  it  is  to  be  had,  we’ll 
get  it  for  you. 


New  Orleans  Methodism  has  many  churches  which  have  served  Meth¬ 
odism  and  the  Kingdom  for  generations.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
distinguished  of  these  is  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  where  the 
opening  services  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  will  be  held.  The  Rayne 
Memorial  Church  is  pictured  above.  N 


New  Orleans  Methodism  also  has  many  new  congregations  which  have 
been  organized  within  the  last  decade  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of 
thousands  of  new  citizens  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area.  Typical  of 
ihese  new  congregations  is  the  St.  James  Methodist  Church,  of  Marrere,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  Below  is  the  architect's  plans  for  the 
overall  building  program  of  this  congregation '  The  first  unit,  already  com¬ 
pleted  and  in  use,  is  the  building  at  the  lower  left. 
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DRISDICTION  plan  more  than  union  expediency 


This 


Jurisdiction  Develops 
A  Program 


By  MRS.  E.  D.  GALLOWAY,  Hot  Springs 
Secretary  Jurisdictional  Council,  South  Central  Jurisdiction 


Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorj 
Executive  Secretary 
South  Central 
Jurisdiction 


_  T  has  been  well  said  that  the  Jurisdictional  plan  of  organization  of  the 
j  Methodist  Church  was  not  an  expedient  for  consummating  union.  Its 
purpose  has  been  and  is  to  give  regional  direction  and  implementation 
to  the  great  program  of  the  Church.  In  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
the  plan  has  achieved  the  purpose  in  at  least  two  important  instances — 
that  of  executing  a  vigorous  church  program  at  all  the  levels  within  these 
nineteen  Conferences,  and  the  development  of  grass  roots  thinking  and 
new  trained  leadership.  These  will  be  revealed  clearly  in  the  report  of  the 
very  vigorous  leadership  of  the 
Executive  Secretary,  Dr.  Paul 
Womeldorf. 

Composition  of  the  Jurisdiction 
Council 

i  Section  1  of  the  constitution  of 
he  Jurisdiction  Council  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  provides  that  the 
Council  shall  be  constituted  as  fol¬ 
lows:  the  effective  bishops  of  the 
Jurisdiction;  the  chairman  or  pres¬ 
ident  of  all  the  Jurisdiction  Boards; 

[he  chairmen  of  the  standing  com¬ 
mittees;  two  representatives  —  one 
lay  and  one  clerical,  from  each  area 
in  the  Jurisdiction;  one  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Board  of  Pensions 
(from  the  Missouri  Corporation); 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Jurisdiction  Conference;  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Jurisdiction  Woman’s 
Society,  and  the  Jurisdictional  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary. 

Function  and  Authority  of 
The  Council 

During  the  quadrennium  just 
[losed  the  Council  has  taken  seri¬ 
ously  the  articles  4  and  6  of  section 
1  of  the  Function  and  Authority  of' 
the  Council,  which  provide  (4)  for 
the  correlation  and  execution  of  the  1 
program  of  the  Methodist  Church 
[n  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
pod  (6)  the  dealing  with  new  prob¬ 
lems  and  emergencies  that  may 
prise  between  regular  sessions  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference,  subject  to 
[he  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  to  any  specific  actions  taken 
Py  the  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

We  have  seen  a  distinct  trend  in  the  last  two  General  Conferences 
toward  closer  correlation  of  board  programs  at  all  administrative  levels. 
To  implement  this  movement,  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  has  set  in 
(notion  several  leadership  training  programs,  and  policies  for  closer  admin¬ 
istrative  cooperation. 

A  number  of  jurisdiction  wide  meetings  have  been  held  during  the 
puadrennium.  This  has  developed  unity  and  understanding  among  us. 

1  The  creation  of  four- new  boards  by  the  1952  Jurisdictional  Conference 
pas  broadened  the  scope  of  the  Council  activities  during  these  four-  years, 
fhey  are  the  boards  of  World  Peace,  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
Temperance,  and  Radio  and  Film  Commission. 

.  The  Council,  under  the  splendid  leadership  of  the  chairman,  Dr. 
Marshall  T.  Steel,  and  through  the  efficient  Executive  Secretary’s  office, 
Ras  directed  or  assisted  in  the  following  projects:  organization  of  J-uris- 
Retion  boards  for  the  quadrennium;  the  jurisdictional  conference  for 
Raders  of  adult  classes  held  in  Tulsa  in  fall  of  1952;  Survey  school  at 
,  ^ahoma  University  in  1952  in  cooperation  with  the  Board  of  Missions; 
F^o  meetings  of  Annual  Conference  secretaries,  statisticians  and  treasurers 
i  “h  Dr.  A.  C.  Hoover  and  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg;  administered  Jurisdictional 
[udget  for  the  Indian  Mission,  the  Rio  Grande,  and  Supply  Pastor’s  Schools; 
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approved  by  vote  the  election  by  Annual  Conferences  of  the  trustees  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  as  required  by  constitution;  made  available 
resources  of  office  and  staff  for  handling  27  leadership  meetings  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  and  other  centers;  directed  Church  attendance  Crusade  in  Juris¬ 
diction  for  three  years  under  leadership  of  General  and  Jurisdiction  Boards 
of  Evangelism;  received  reports  from  Executive  Secretary;  Board  Chair¬ 
men,  Committee  Chairmen,  and  financial  reports  from  the  respective 
treasurers;  provided  statistics  and  other  material  for  committee  to  study 

Episcopal  Areas  for  three  meetings 
(report  to  be  made  to  this  Confer¬ 
ence  for  action);  planned  for  and 
directed  the  program  of  the  Convo¬ 
cation  of  Jurisdictional  Boards  and 
the  Jurisdictional  Woman’s  Society 
at  Fort  Worth  April  ’56;  supplied 
resources  of  office  for  special  com¬ 
mittees  of  Jurisdictional  Board  of 
Missions  created  to  study  missionary 
needs  of  Jurisdiction;  participated 
in  three  interdenominational  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences  at  Mt.  Sequo¬ 
yah;  and  supported  in  various  ways 
the  annual  Pastor’s  School  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 
The  Methodist  public  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  is  aware  that 
a  vital  Jurisdictional  organization  is 
functioning  well  and  effectively,  but 
not  every  one  knows  of  the  genius 
that  produces  it. 

Dr.  Marshall  T.  Steel,  Council 
chairman  for  the  quadrennium,  has 
given  of  his  time,  and  himself  with¬ 
out  reservation  in  the  establishment 
and  promotion  of  the  program  of 
the  Church  through  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  organizational  structure.  He 
made  a  very  complete  survey  and 
study  of  Methodism  in  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  the  early  part  of  the  quad¬ 
rennium.  The  findings  of  the  study 
were  made  available  to  the  Council 
in  a  very  graphic  presentation  with 
the  aid  of  charts,  graphs  and  other 
devises,  based  on  statistical  infor¬ 
mation,  compiled  by  the  jurisdictional  office  dealing  with  membership, 
recruitment.  Woman’s  Society,  hospitals,  homes  for  the  aged,  homes  for 
children,  schools  and  colleges,  and  finance.  The  report  included  a  financial 
study  qf  the  per  capita  giving  of  several  denominations  based  upon  reports 
from  the  churches  of  Texas.  These  findings  have  been  available  to  all 
the  Jurisdiction  Boards,  and  to  the  Convocation,  aiding  in  their  work. 

The  Bishops  of  our  Jurisdiction  sustain  and  support  the  Council  in  its 
work,  as  well  as  giving  guidance  and  interpretation  in  everything  the 
Council  projects.  At  each  meeting  of  the  Council  they  report  as  a  group, 
and  make  suggestions  as  to  policy  and  program. 

The  board  and  committee  chairmen,  including  the  president  of  the 
Jurisdiction  Woman’s  Society  make  written  reports  and  present  their 
recommendations  at  each  meeting  of  the  Council.  They  are  all  excellent 
leaders,  selected  for  their  skills  in  their  particular  fields. 

At  the  center  of  the  whole  Jurisdiction  enterprise  is  the  indefatigable 
devoted,  Executive  Secretary,  Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf.  It  is  inconceivable 
to  the  average  of  us,  that  one  person  could  carry  the  administrative  load 
of  such  infinite  detail  and  responsibility  as  are  involved  in  the  ongoing 
effort.  Always,  the  Council  is  amazed  and  appreciative  of  his  reports. 
In  every  meeting  of  the  Council  he  brings  a  splendidly  done  report  of 
every  single  piece  of  work  being  done  by  the  boards,  committees,  and  his 
office,  in  a  mimeographed  booklet,  usually  about  30  pages.  This  report 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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Editorial 

(Methodism's  Jurisdictional  Dan 

THOSE  who  have  attended  the  quadrennial  meetings  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  Jurisdictional  program  for  this  section  of  Metho¬ 
dism,  know  that  the  Jurisdictional  plan  of  The  Methodist  Church 
in  America  is  working  beautifully  and  very  helpfully  wherever 
there  is  a  serious  effort  to  make  it  function  according  to  disciplin¬ 
ary  plans. 

The  Jurisdictional  plan,  in  the  organizational  set-up  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  was  provided  for  in  the  constitution  which  was 
adopted  when  the  three  major  bodies  of  Methodists  united  to  form 
The  Methodist^  Church.  At  the  time  of  union,  the  Jurisdictional 
Plan,  as  a  part  of  the  constitution  for  the  new  Church,  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  Methodists  in  all  sections 
of  the  nation.  * 

It  would  be  surprising  indeed  if  a  church  a  s  large  a  s  T  h  e 
Methodist  Church,  covering  every  section  of  the  nation,  could 
function  helpfully  and  efficiently  if  its  general  activities  were  di¬ 
rected'  entirely  from  one  central  organization.  The  manner,  the 
customs  and  the  habits  of  life  differ  very  much  in  different  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  nation.  The  social  economic,  educational,  industrial 
and  even  the  religious  life  of  people  varies  so  much  in  different 
parts  of'  the  nation  that  it  seems  to  be  necessary  to  break  that  gen¬ 
eral  organization  down  into  smaller  areas  to  meet  local  conditions, 
just  as  it  seems  best  to  break  the  nation  up  into  the  various  states 
of  the  union. 

In  view  of  that  fact,  what  plan  of  union  could  so  well  serve  a 
nation-wide  church  as  to  have  a  central  body,  like  our  General 
Conference,  to  give  general  direction  to  the  church  and  our  Juris¬ 
dictional  system  to  interpret  and  adjust  those  directions  to  yarious 
local  situations  such  as  are  found  in  the  different  Jurisdictions  of 
our  church. 

There  has  been  some  criticism  of  our  Jurisdictional  system. 
We  believe  that  it  is  very  significant,  however,  that  practically  all 
of  that  criticism  has  come  from  a  section  of  the  church  that  has  not 
tried  seriously  to  make  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  function  as 
intended  by  those  who  wrote  our  church  constitution. 

Our  recent  General  Conference  set  up  a  committee  to  make  a 
thorough  study  of  our  Jurisdictional  system,  both  with  reference  to 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  and  our  Jurisdictional  p  1  a  n  in  general. 
Whatever  comes  of  this  study,  with  reference  to  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  it  is  our  feeling  that  Methodism  in  America  would  be 
seriously  handicapped  without  some  kind  of  a  sectional  organiza¬ 
tion  comparable  to  our  present  Jurisdictional  system. 

^ Bishop  Ivan  Lee  c3~Colt  Retires 

WITH  the  closing  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  New 
Orleans,  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  the  first  native  Arkansan 
to  be  elevated  to  the  episcopacy,  will  come  to  the  close  of 
his  service  to  the  church  as  an  active  Bishop  in  The  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Arkansas  takes  pride  in  having 
given  to  our  church  such  an  illustrious  leader.  The  Methodist 
Church  in  America  can  be  proud  of  having  given  to  the  nation  and 
the  world  a  religious  leader  of  such,  scholarly  attainments,  native 
ability,  world- wide  vision  and  tireless  energy  as  has  characterized 
the  ministry  of  Bishop  Holt  as  pastor,  university  professor  and 

Bishop  in  The  Methodist  Church. 

As  President  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America  and  as  a  leader,  for  years,  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  he  has  left  the  impression  and  imprint  of  his  life  on  the 
church  throughout  the  world  as  few  men  of  this  generation  have 
done.  We  are  devoutly  thankful  for  the  service  he  has  rendered  to 
the  church  and  wish  for  him  happiness  and  continued  usefulness 
in  his  new  relationship. 


Special  Issue  "Dedicated  ^o 
Delegates  and  Disitors 

THE  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  is  proud  indeed  to  have  the 
fourth  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  meet  within 
its  boundaries.  As  Methodists  from  over  the  eight  states  com. 
prising  this  Jurisdiction  meet  in  New  Orleans  this  week,  we  want 
to  assure  each  one  of  them  that  more  than  three  hundred  thousand 
Methodists  of  this  Area  are  happy  that  Jurisdictional  leaders  chose 
New  Orleans  as  the  site  for  the  1956  meeting.  This  Area  remembers 
with  pleasure  another  great  Jurisdictional  meeting,  the  Jurisdic- 
tional  Convocation,  which  met  in  195Lin  Little  Rock.  If  our  memo¬ 
ry  serves  us  correctly  this  is  the  first  time  that  an  Area  has  had 
the  privilege  of  entertaining  both  a  Jurisdictional  Conference  and 
Convocation. 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Methodism  is  a  strong  factor  in  the  life 
of  these  two  states.  Every  tenth  person  in  Arkansas  and  one  out  of 
every  twenty-five  persons  in  Louisiana  are  of  the  Wesleyan,  tradi¬ 
tion.  The  Area  has  taken  its  place  in  a  very  substantial  way  in 
many  program  respects  in  Methodism.  It  has  also  given  the  church 
many  of  its  leaders.  Within  the  Area  there  are  two  Methodist 
colleges,  two  Methodist  Children’s  Homes,  a  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital  (child-caring  and  home  for  unwed  mothers),  a  Retired  Min¬ 
isters’  Home,  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Assembly,  four  in¬ 
stitutions  which  are  projects  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Missions,  and  numerous  campS  and  assembly  grounds,  two  of 
which  are  conference  enterprises.  Two  programs  are  supported  by 
the  three  conferences  of  the  Area,  the  public  relations  program, 
Methodist  Information,  and  the  Area’s  two  weekly  publications, 
the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  both  pub¬ 
lished  under  the  same  management.  By  special  arrangement  with 
postal  authorities,  this  particular  issue  is  combined,  the  first  time 
that  such  an  -arrangement  has  been  undertaken  by  these  publica¬ 
tions. 

Methodists  in  these  two  states  have  looked  forward  to  this 
conference  every  since  it  became  known  that  it  would  be  held  in 
New  Orleans.  They  believe  that  its  very  meeting  within  the  Area 
will  strengthen  the  cause  which  is  dear  to  each  one  of  us,  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  enrichment  of  the  life 
of  Methodism.  To  this  end  this  issue  of  these  publications  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  those  who  meet  in  New  Orleans  with  the  prayer  that  the 
1956  Jurisdictional  Conference  will  be  great  in  every  respect. 


c54  Qreat  Leader 


BEHIND  almost  every  great  program  is  a  great  man,  and  the 
developing  program  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  no 
exception.  Completing  his  third  quadrennium  as  the  responsi¬ 
ble  head  of  a  program  embracing  eight  states,  Dr.  Paul  D.  Womel- 
dorf,  Oklahoma  City,  has  done  a  monumental  piece  of  pioneering 
work  which  has  won  the  appreciation  of  all  those  who  know  about 
it.  Navigating  a  course  over  uncharted  areas,  Dr.  Womeldorf  has 
led  in  developing  the  program  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
evidence  today  of  what  can  be  done  on  a  Jurisdictional  level  to 
strengthen  and  enrich  the  life  of  a  great  section  of  Methodism. 

Some  men,  by  use  of  the  sheer  weight  of  .their  personality,  are 
able  to  accomplish  great  things  program-wise.  Others  prefer  to  work 
quietly  behind  the  scenes,  seldom  seen,  but  sharing  their  ideas  and 
visions Vith  others  to  the  end  that  many  people  are  under  the 
load-  of  the  program.  This  latter  course  hasioeen  followed  by 
Womeldorf,  and  the  result  has  been  that  the  Jurisdictional  pro¬ 
gram  rests  on  the  shoulders  of  many  persons.  We  believe  that  this 
is  the  course  of  wise  leaders. 

We  salute  Dr.  Womeldorf,  Mr.  Jurisdiction  Himself. 
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\  Life  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

GOD'S  SECRET.  SERVICE 

It  is  usually  not  a  pleasant  feeling  to  know  that  we  are  being  watched 
bv  persons  we  cannot  see.  During  past  years  I  have  been  in  a  number  of 
countries  ruled  by  dictators.  In  those  lands  we  were  pretty  sure  our  move- 
id  by  secret  police,  and  we  did  not  like  it. 

In  fact,  most  of  us  do  not  like  to  be  exposed  too 
much  even  to  the  eyes  of  the  curious,  though  they  be 
not  hostile.  Personally  I  should  not  care  to  be  hypno¬ 
tized  and  used  as  an  exhibit  in  a  demonstration  before 
a  crowd.  It  is  a  mark  of  refinement  to  wish  one’s 
privacy  respected. 

But  while  we  dislike  to  be  watched  by  the  hostile 
and  the  curious,  there  are  times  when  we  crave  to 
have  friendly  eyes  upon  us.  The  little  boy,  when  he  is 
learning  to  turn  somersaults,  cries,  “Look,  daddy,”  and 
he  does  it  better  when  his  father’s  encouraging  gaze 
is  on  him.  The  little  girl,  tossing  feverishly  on  her  bed, 
can  go  to  sleep  better  when  she  knows  that  mother  is  sitting  near  enough 
to  watch  over  her.  Recent  experiences  have  convinced  me  that  there  are 
more  American  children  left  hungry  for  love  than  for  food. 

And  how  gbout  adults?  I  think  of  a  school  teacher  whose  father  died 
when  she  was  three.  Growing  up  in  a  family  circle  dominated  by  older 
stepsisters,  she  was  deprived  of  normal  parental  love.  Somewhat  starved 
for  affection,  she. married  a  man  who  turned  out  to/ be  a  rotter  and  after 
being  supported  by  her  for  some  years,  ran  away  with  another  woman. 

And  now  this  teacher  tries  bravely  to  keep  up  her  spirits  during  the 
day  for  the  sake  of  her  pupils,  but  after  hours  she  finds  the  loneliness  of 
her  four  walls  almost  unbearable.  Yes,  although  we  like  the  privacy  which 
shelters  us  from  prying  and  hostile  eyes,  we  also  long  for  kindly  and 
sympathetic  eyes  to  save  us  frop  our  loneliness. 

Oscar  Wilde  told  in  his  book  “De  Profundis”  that  when  he  was  being 
led  handcuffed  between  two  policemen  from  prison  to  the  Court  of  Bank¬ 
ruptcy,  a  friend  of  his  waited  for  him  in  the  dreary  corridor.  As  the 


prisoner  passed,  this  friend  gravely  raised  his  hat.  Wilde  wrote  later 
that  this  gesture  comforted  and  moved  him  more  than  all  his  philosophizing. 
He  said:  “The  memory  of  this  little,  lovely,  silent  act  of  love  has  unsealed 

for  me  all  the  wells  of  pity.”  .  .  ,. 

Even  our  Lord  Himself  craved  the  fellowship  of  an  understanding 
group.  In  my  opinion,  Jesus  did  not  choose  His  disciples  merely  that  He 
might  train  them  as  teachers  to  carry  forth  His  message  and  work.  I  think 
He  also  desired  them  for  their  comradeship.  From  the  surious  and  hostile 
crowds  Jesus  repeatedly  withdrew,.to  the  company  of  the  little  group  which 
understood  Him. 

During  that  last  trying  week  in  Jerusalem,  Jesus  is  supposed  to  have 
spent  His  evenings  in  the  fellowship  of  his  closest  friends  at  Bethany.^  And 
on  the  fateful  night  of  the  Last  Supper,  He  said  to  His  disciples.  ^  With 
desire  I  have  desired  to  eat  this  Passover  with  you  before  I  suffer.  And 
He  showed  His  gratitude  for  their  comradeship  when  He  added  a  moment 
later:  “Ye  are  they  which  have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptations.” 
The  Son  of  Man,  like  the  sons  of  men,  needed  fellowship  both  human  and 


divine. 

The  recent  speech  of  Khrushchev  has  reawakened  the  memories  of 
Stalin’s  hideous  spy  system.  After  the  war  a  refugee  from  Nazi  Germany 
said  the  difference  between  the  land  he  left  and  our  America  to  which  he 
had  come  could  be  symbolized  by  one  word — “doorbells.”  Over  there  at 
the  sound  of  the  doorbell,  inmates  of  a -house  would  hide,  suspecting  it  was 
the  police.  Here  the  ring  of  the  doorbell  signals  the  coming  of  the  friendly 
delivery  boy  or  the  cheery  neighbor.  We  are  surrounded  by  allies — 
families,  friends,  neighbors. 

And  think  a  little  further.  I  am  not  endowed  with  any  special  mystical 
perception  and  I  hope  I  am  not  sentimental,  but  I  feel  the  mother  who 
watched  over  me  in  my  infancy,  who  went  with  me  in  spirit  when  I  left 
i  home  for  school,  is  still  with  me  at  certain  moments  when  my  mind  is 


properly  attuned.  „  .  ,  ,  „ 

Well,  whether  we  believe  it  or  not,  the  Scripture  asserts  that  we  are 
compassed  about  with  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses”— those  persons  of  faith 
whose  bodies  have  left  the  earth  but  whose  spirits  still  form  an  invisible 

fellowship.  A  ,  , 

We  know  that  governments  have  their  Secret  Service.  But  God  also 

has  a  Secret  Service — and  its  members  are  allies,  not  spies. 


The  '  ' 

Layman's  Column 

Hi  1 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 

:  h  M 

Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 

ELIPHAZ  AND  JESUS 

Eliphaz  came  one  day  to  a  friend  of  his 
who  was  in  trouble.  The  friend  was  Job,  who 
had  just  experienced  more  sorrows  in  a  fevrdays 
than  some  people  have  in  a  lifetime.  Loss  of 
family,  of  fortune,  and  of  health  had  left  poor 
Job  in  a  pretty  low  mental  condition.  Eliphaz 
had  found  out  about  Job’s  troubles  and  had 
come  to  see  him.  This  sounds  like  kindness  and 
sympathy,  but  that’s  not  all  of  the  story. 

The  first  thing  Eliphaz  did  was  to  bring  two 
friends  with  him  to  visit  J ob.  Instead  of  doing 
anything  for  him,  Eliphaz  and  his  friends  sat 
around  for  a  week  without  uttering  a  word.  It 
might  have  been  sympathy,  but  it  was  a  pretty 
queer  sort  of  it.  Poor  Job  had  to  face  the  stares 
of  these  three  while  all  the  time  he  had  to  scratch 
his  sores.  After  a  week  of  silent  staring,  Eliphaz 
spoke  to  Job.  In  several  thousand  well-chosen 
words  he  said  practically  nothing.  Job  was  no 
better  off  either  in  mind  or  body.  Eliphaz  s  visit 
was  a  failure  as  far  as  any  help  for  his  friend 
was  concerned. 

This  was  a  sort  of  horrible  example,  but  it 
shows  up,  in  contrast,  the  marvelous  and  minis¬ 
tering  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  was  a  young 
man  afflicted  with  an  evil  spirit.  Without  a  word, 
Jesus  took  him  by  the  hand  and  healed  him. 
Here  was  a  leper  crying  to  be  healed.  Jesus 
reaches  to  him  and  says,  “Be  healed.”  Here  were 
two  blind  men  begging  for  help.  Jesus  immedi- 
ately  gives  them  their  sight.  No  waiting  here. 
Jesus  meets  a  human  being  in  need  arid  heals 
him  with  no  waiting  or  useless  words. 

We  have  a  qheer  habit  in  Methodism.  We 
spend  a  lot  of  time  and  hard  work  preparing 
reports  at  general,  jurisdictional,  and  annual 
conferences.  These  reports  are  fair  reading  and 
often  display  a  flair  by  somebody  to  turn  a  pretty 
Phrase,  but  do  little  toward  saving  sinners.  We 
have  made  a  lot  of  pronouncements  about  the 
evils  of  liquor,  and  the  writer  agrees  with  all  of 
them.  But  while  we  are  coining  phrases,  Alcohol¬ 
ics  Anonymous  is  doing  a  lot  more  to  save  men 
and  women  from  alcoholism  than  we  can  real- 
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WE  NEED  A  NEW  DEFINITION 
OF  EDUCATION 

I  suppose  everyone  who  has  thought  on  the 
matter  has  his  own  definition  —  even  though 
not  formulated  in  words  —  of  what  education 
is  — or  should  be.  And  in  practice  there  seem 
to  be  about  as  many  aims  and  methods’ as  there 
are  definitions.  In  our  concepts,  however,  we 
have  probably  moved  away  from  any  idea  of 
pouring  in  knowledge  (or  facts)  through  some 
educational  funnel.  But  in  actual  practice  —  be 
it  the  old-fashioned  Bible  class  procedure  or, 
even  the  college  lecture  featuring  the  feverish 
notebook  and  nervous  scrawl  —  we  too  often 
are  not  leading  from  or  leading  forth  to  literally 
-  translate  the  Latin)  either  mind,  or  spirit,  or 
will. 

One  of  the  classic  definitions  of  the  purpose 
of  education  was  given  a  century  ago  by  John 
Ruskin,  and  it  still  has  not  been  outmoded  — 
nor  realized.  Said  he:  “The  entire  object  of  true 
education  is  to  make  people  not  merely  do  the 
right  thing,  but  to  enjoy  the  right  thing;  not 
merely  industrious,  but  to  love  industry;  not 
merely  learned,  but  to  love  knowledge;  not 
merely  pure,  but  to  love  purity;  not  merely  just, 
but  to  hunger  and  thirst  after  justice.”  There  is 
something  reminiscent  of  Isaiah  here,  or  of 
David  at  his  highest. 

Then,  of  course,  there  are  the  two  schools 
of  utilitarian  thought  concerning  education: 
though  they  may  be  but  one  school  after  all. 
One  says  that  the  purpose  of  education  is  to 
enable  the  individual  to  adjust  himself  to  the  en¬ 
vironment  in  which  he  finds  himself.  The  other 
school  suggests  that  it  is  not  adjustment  to  en¬ 
vironment  that  we  need,  but  the  skill  to  change 


ize.  Judging  by  the  reports  we  are  quite  interest¬ 
ed  in  reaching  the  lost.  But  if  a  sinner  shows  up 
without  having  taken  a  bath  and  put  on  his  best 
clothes,  we  don’t  want  to  bother  very  much 
about  him.  The  words  of  Eliphaz  may  have  been 
very  well  meaning,  but  the  deeds  of  true  Chris¬ 
tian  kindness  will  bring  in  the  Kingdom  a  lot 
faster. 


the  existing  environment  to  meet  some  real  or 
fancied  need.  This  latter  seems  to  have  been  a 
principal  enterprise  of  the  human  race  in  the 
last  century  or  more:  at  least  in  the  physical 
environment;  not  so  certain  or  visible  in  the 
social  and  spiritual  environments. 

To  some  extent  I  go  along  with  both  these 
schools:  education  should  first  equip  the  indi¬ 
vidual  to  become  a  full-rounded  and  useful  unit 
in  the  society  of  which  he  is  by  birth  a  part; 
and  secondly,  it  should  so  develop  him  —  in¬ 
tellectually,  emotionally,  and  in  will  —  that  he 
can  help  change  that  society  (that  environment) 
where  all  these  “trained  forces”  tell  him  it  needs 
modification. 

But  right  here  questions,  perhaps  even  doubts, 
flood  in  upon  me:  Am  I  sure  of  the  long-range 
goals  or  purposes  for  which  I  want  to  change 
the  environment?  Am  I  sure  that  the  purposes  of 
human  life  (which  we  do  not  initially  determine) 
are  better  fulfilled  by  a  technological  economy 
or  environment  (the  present  trend)  than  by  yes¬ 
terday’s  agricultural  economy?  Or,  if  the  ulti¬ 
mate  goal  of  life  transcends  the  physical,  if  it 
be  spiritual,  does  it  matter  much  what  the  social, 
or  economic,  or  political  or  physical  environment 
may  be,  what  the  life  span,  what  the  national  or 
the  family  “accumulation  of  things?” 

Yet  I  am  sure  all  these  things  do  matter;  and 
that  their  constant  integration  with  the  long- 
range  purposes  of  human  life,  of  the  earth,  and 
of  the  universe  are  of  basic  and  supreme  im¬ 
portance.  Of  all  the  fields  of  knowledge-belief- 
faith- which  affect  men,  only  religion  makes  any 
attempt  to  integrate  with  universal  purpose  and 
power.  This  religion  does  through  its  god  or 
gods  —  Christianity  through  its  reliance  upon 
its  God  as  revealed  through  Jesus  Christ.  So  all 
education,  inductive  or  deductive,  appears  un¬ 
anchored  (and  therefore  dangerous)  until  it  is 
meshed  to  God’s  plans  and  purposes.  The  search  ^ 
for  these  plans  and  purposes  —  for  the  individual 
for  society,  for  the  universe  —  should  be  a  ma¬ 
jor  quest  and  goal  in  any  true  educational  pur¬ 
suit. 

There  is  a  need,  then,  that  sociology  and 
philosophy  and  history  (among  other  subjects) 
be  interpreted  from  the  viewpoint  of  Christ  and 
his  teachings;  that  chemistry  and  physics  and 
other  sciences  (certainly  including  agriculture 
and  mining)  be  applied  on  Christian  principles 
as  well  as  on  mathematical  principles;  that  the 
Christian  religion  be  taught  as  the  most  up-to- 
date  guide  for  men’s  acts  today,  and  not  as  some¬ 
thing  entombed  in  a  Book  thousands  of  years 
.old  ....  This  is  the  Christian  education  in  which 
the  schools  and  colleges  of  our  churches  should 
lead. 
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BISHOP  H.  BASCOM  WATTS 

ARKANSAS  METHODIST 


BISHOP  IVAN  LEE 


BISHOP  J.  WASKOM  PICKETT 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


BISHOP  A.  FRANK  SMITH,  began  ministry  in  Northwest  Texas 
Conference,  elected  Bishop  in  1930  after  eight  years  as  pastor 
First  Methodist  Church,  Houston.  Was  Bishop  in  Missouri  and 
Oklahoma,  1930-34,  and  since  1934  the  Houston  Area.  T4ow  the 
senior  active  Bishop  Tn  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 


BISHOP  DANA  DAWSON,  elected  Bishop  in  1948,  after  four  years 
as  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  Served  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Area  1948-52  and  the  Kansas  Area  since  1952. 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN,  elected  Bishop  1944,  and  served  since 
then  as  head  of  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  Began  ministry  North 
Texas  Conference  and  came  to  Episcopacy  after  sij^  years  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 


BISHOP  J.  WASKOM  PICKETT,  native  Texan,  began  ministry 
in  North  India  Conference,  1911,  elected  Bishop  in  1936,  served 
Bombay  Area  1936-45,  and  Delhi  Area  1945-56.  Retired  this  year 
and  transferred  membership  in  Jurisdiction  to  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 


HOLT 


BISHOP  WILLIAM  C.  MARTIN 


BISHOP  IVAN  LEE  HOLT,  elected  Bishop  in  1938,  served  Dallas 
Area  1938-44  and  since  1944  as  head  of  St.  Louis  Area.  Served  all 
but  13  of  46  years  of  service  either  as  pastor  of  a  St.  Louis 
church  or  as  Bishop  of  St.  Louis  Area.  Retires  this  year.  Past 
president  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  World  Methodist  Council. 


BISHOP  H.  BASCOM  WATTS,  elected  Bishop  in  1952  after  12 
years  as  pastor  of  Boston  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa.  Began 
ministry  in  Northwest  Texas  Conference.  Served  past  quad- 
rtennium  as  head  of  Nebraska  Area. 


BISHOP  WILLIAM  C.  MARTIN,  elected  Bishop  1938  while  serving 
as  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  where  he  has  been 
for  six  years.  Served  Pacific  Area  1938-39,  Kansas-Nebraska 
Area  1939-48,  and  since  1948  the  Datlas-Fort  Worth  Area.  Past 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 


BISHOP  W.  ANGIE  SMITH,  elected  Bishop  in  1944  after  serving 
six  years  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas.  Has  served  since 
1944  as  head  of  the  Oklahoma-New  Mexico  Area.  Has  also  had 
Latin  American  Visitation  responsibility. 


BISHOP  HIRAM  A.  BOAZ,  began  his  ministry  1889  Northwest 
Texas  Conference,  elected  Bishop  in  1922,  served  in  Far  East 
1922-26,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  1926-30,  and  in  Texas  1930-38. 
Retired  in  1938.  Will  be  90  years  old  next  birthday. 


BISHOP  CHARLES  C.  SELECMAN,  had  sdrved  as  president  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  15  years  when  elected  Bishop  in 
1938.  Bishop  of  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  1938-1944.  Retired  1944. 
Founder  of  Golden  Cross  Society. 


After  46  Years  of  Distinguished  Service  to  God, 

The  Kingdom,  And  Methodism 

Bishop  Holt  Retires 
This  Year 

By  Albea  Godbold,  St.  Louis 


From  The  Salisbury  Portrait  of  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt 
at  World  Council,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 


BISHOP  Ivan  Lee  Holt  was 
born  at  DeWitt,  Arkansas  on 
January  9,  1886.  He  is  one  of 
two  native  sons  of  Arkansas 
to  be  elected  bishop  in  our  church, 
the  other  being  Bishop  H.  Bascom 
Watts. 

Young  Holt  was  educated  at 
Vanderbilt  and  the  University  of 
Chicago.  A  brilliant  student,  he 
made  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  he  won 
his  Ph  D  in  Semistics  before  he  was 
24  years  old.  Armed  with  his  doc¬ 
torate,  he  was  leaning  toward  a 
university  teaching  career  when 
the  late  Bishop  John  M.  Moore 
visited  him  and  turned  him  toward 

the  ministry- 

The  first  appointment  was  Uni¬ 
versity  Church,  St.  Louis  which  Dr. 
Holt  organized  in  January,  1910.  He 
was  an  energetic  and  popular  young 
pastor,  and  the  congregation  re¬ 
gretted  to  see  him  transferred  in 
1912  to  Centenary  Church,  Cape 
Giradeau,  Missouri. 

When  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  opened  its  doors  in  1915,  Dr. 
Holt  was  invited  to  become  profes¬ 
sor  of  Old  Testament,  chairman  of 
the  theological  faculty,  and  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  university;  He  accepted 
the  call  and  served  with  distinction 
in  that  field  for  three  years. 

In  1918  when  only  32  years  of 
age,  Dr.  Holt  succeeded  the  late 
John  A.  Rice  as  pastor  of  St.  John’s 
Church,  St.  Louis.  St.  John’s  was 
then  as  now  one  of  the  leading 
churches  in  the  connection.  Such 
an  appointment  was  a  tribute  to 
the  young  clergyman’s  marked  a- 
bility  and  popularity.  During  the 
next  twenty  years  he  had  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  ministry  i  n  St.  Louis. 
The  church  membership  doubled 
and  the  plant  was  enlarged.  A  man 
of  intense  sympathy  and  possessed 
with  a  large  capacity  for  friendship, 
Dr.  Holt  developed  an  impressive, 
personalized  ministry.  He  knew -and 
loved  his  people  a'hd  was  known 
and  loved  by  them. 

At  the  1938  General  Conference 
in  Birmingham  Dr.  Holt  was  elec¬ 
ted  a  bishop  and  for  the  next  six 
years  was  in  charge  of  the  Dallas 
Area.  In  1944  Bishop  John  C. 
Broomfield,  who  had  led  Missouri 
since  unification,  retired.  This  open¬ 
ed  the  way  for  Bishop  Holt  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  state  and  the  city  where 
he  had  begun  his  ministry  35  years 
before.  He  has  been  the  bishop  in 
charge  of  the  Missouri  Area '  for 
the  past  12  years. 

Bishop  Holt  has  been  married 
twice,  first  to  Leland  Burks  i  n 
1906.  To  them  was  born  one  son, 
Ivan  Lee  Holt,  Jr.,  now  a  circuit 
judge  in  St.  Louis.  Judge  Holt  was 
elected  a  member  of  Methodism’s 
Judicial  Council  at  the  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  Minneapolis.  Le¬ 
land  Burks  Holt  passed  away  in 
1948.  In  1950  Bishop  Holt  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mrs.  Starr  Carithers,  a  wid¬ 


ow  of  Winder,  Georgia. 

While  at  St.  John’s  Dr.  Holt’s 
ministry  reached  out  beyond  his 
own  congregation.  He  knew  per¬ 
sonally  most  of  the.  business,  pro¬ 
fessional,  social  and  civic  leaders 
of  the  City  of  St.  Louis.  He  was  ac¬ 
tive  in^  community  affairs  and  took 
the  lead  in  inter- church  and  inter¬ 
faith  activities.  In  1930  he  launched 
the  annual  inter-faith  dinner  which 
still  brings  together  every  year  the 
men  of  Temple  Israel,  Second  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  St.  John’s  Church 
in  St.  Louis. 

From  his  school  days  onward 
Ivan  Lee  Holt  hag.  received  many 
honors.  He  holds  8  or  10  honorary 
degrees  conferred  by  colleges  and 
universities.  He  is  a  thirty-third 
degree  Mason.  The  Upper  Room, 
Methodism’s  devotional  booklet,  re¬ 
cently  gave  him  the  citation  o  f 
“Christian  of  the  World,”  and  the 
Metropolitan  Church  Federation  of 
St.  Louis  has  designated  him  as  its 
“Man  of  the  Year.” 

During  his  long  pastorate  at  St. 
John’s,  Dr.  Holt  rose  to  prominence 
as  a  leader  in  the  field  of  -interde¬ 
nominational  coo  peration  and 
church  union.  Blessed  with  a  gra¬ 
cious  and  irenic  spirit,  he  was  well 
suited  to  the  work.  From  1934  to. 
1936  he  was  president  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America,  the  forerunner 
of  the  present  National  Council. 
While  in  the  office  his  laymen  at 
St.  John’s  gave  him  a  six-months’ 
leave  of  absence  to  make  an  of¬ 
ficial  visit  to  the  national  councils 
and  churches  in  the  Orient  and 
Australia. 


Perhaps  Bishop  Holt  has  made  as 
great  a  contribution  in  the  area  of 
ecumenical  fellowship  as  any  living 
churchman.  He  has  traveled  to 
Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  world 
in  the  interest  of  the  cause,  cross¬ 
ing  the  Atlantic  41  times  and  the 
Pacific  5  times.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  nearly  every  im¬ 
portant  inter-church  movement  of 
the  past  four  decades.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  served  on  its  import¬ 
ant  Central  Committee  until  1954. 
.He  had  a  part  in  bringing  about 
Methodist  union  in  America;  and 
to  this  day  he  is  laboring  diligent¬ 
ly  for  a  larger  union  of  several  of 
the  great  denominations  in  the  land. 
He  has  for  some  years  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  and  will  preside  at  the 
quadrennial  meeting  of  that  or¬ 
ganization  at  Lake  Junaluska  this 
summer. 


As  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  Bishop  Holt  has 
taken  an  interest  in  more  adequate 
stipends  for  retired  ministers.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  episcopal  administration  two 
of  the  Missouri  conferences  have 
completed  successful  campaigns  for 
large  pension  endowment  funds, 
and  the  third  has  launched  a  long 
term  plan  for  achieving  the  same 
end. 

As  a  pulpit  preacher  Bishop  Holt 
is  versatile.  His  mind  quickly 
makes  an  outline  for  a  message,  and 
he  has  facility  in  phrasing.  How¬ 
ever,  he  does  not  attempt  sensation¬ 
al  phrases  nor  does  he  strive  for 
oratorical  effect.  For  the  most  part 
his  delivery  is  conversational,  and 
there  is  a  freshness  and  contemp¬ 
oraneousness  about  his  messages. 
No  mattter  how  often  one  hears 
Bishop  Holt  one  never  has  the 
feeling  that  one  is  listening  to  an 
old  sermon  worn  slick  with  much 
preaching.  Perhaps  Bishop  Holt  is 
at  his  best  in  the  pulpit  when  de¬ 
livering  messages  based  on  the 
prophets  which  he  studied 
thoroughly  while  in  the  universi¬ 
ty.  One  or  two  of  this  writer’s  best 
sermons  were  developed  from 
thoughts  thrown  out  by  the  Bishop 
when  speaking  bn  Old  Testament 
themes. 

Bishop  Holt  is  the  author  of  five 
books,  three  of  them  having  been 
written  during  the  past  12  busy 
years.  His  biography  of  the  late 
Bishop  Eugene  R.  Hendrix  is  an 
excellent  study  of  that  great  eccles¬ 
iastic’s  character  and  out-standing 
qualities  of  leadership.  Bishop 
Holt’s  books  bear  witness  to  his 
indefatigable  energy,  for  as  some¬ 
one  has  said,  books  are  written 
only  by  those  who  rise  before  others 
get  up  and  who  keep  on  working 
at  night  after  others  have  retired. 

As  an  •  episcopal  administrator 
Bishop  Holt  has  been  kindly  and 
brotherly.  He  has  followed  the  rule 
of  never  hurting  a  preacher  if  he 
can  help  it.  His  attitude  toward 
preachers  is  -one  of  utmost  sympathy 
and  brotherly  affection.  No  minister 
in  Bishop  Holt’s  area  has  had  reason 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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REV.  J.  A.  ALFORD,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  preached  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  service  at  the  Haughton  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  June  17. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  CONWAY,  advises  that  seven 
raincoats  were  left  at  the  church  during  the 
recent  session  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 
These  may  be  claimed  at  the  church. 

THE  ANNUAL  HOME-COMING  DAY  of  the 
Pine  Grove  Methodist  Church  will  be  held 
on  July  8.  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  a  former  pastor,  will 
be  the  guest  preacher. 

OPEN  HOUSE  was  held  in  Fellowship  Hall  of 
the  Walnut  Ridge  Methodist  Church  on 
Monday  night,  June  25,  for  th.e  pastor,  Rev.  H. 
J.  Couchman,  and  Mrs.  Couchman. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Jones¬ 
boro  (Ark.)  gave  a  reception  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  27,  in  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
church  to  welcome  the  new  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Wil¬ 
liam  Watson,  and  his  family. 

DR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR,  district  superintendent  of 
-the  Shreveport  District,  will  be  the  preacher 
in  evangelistic  services  at  the  Haughton  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Jhly  8-13.  Rev.  E.  C.  Dufresne  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HARRY  WEED,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Ashdown,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Texarkana  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  27. 

D ELTON  PICKERING,  ministerial  student  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  will  be  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  James  C.  Whitaker,  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  for  the 
summer,  according  to  announcement. 

THE  MEN’S  BIBLE  CLASS  of  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  held  its  annual 
fish  fry  on  June  15  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Posey.  Twenty-seven  attended,  including 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Otis  Spinks. 

A  DINNER  honoring  Bishop  and  l^rs.  Ivan  Lee 
Holt  will  be  held  on  Friday,  June  29,  at  5:30 
p.m.  at  the  Jung  Hotel  in  New  Orleans.  Delegates 
and  other  friends  are  invited.  Bishop  Holt  will 
retire  at  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  in  New  Orleans. 

A  CHILDREN’S  STORY  HOUR  is  being  held 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe 
on  Wednesday  mornings.  There  will  be  a  series 
of  stories  told  to  the  children  from  the  field  of 
children’s  literature.  The  series  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Library  Commission. 

A  CHURCH  FAMILY  PICNIC  for  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  June  27,  at  Chemin-A-Haut  State 
Park.  Families  and  other  groups  brought  picnic 
baskets.  An  out-door  service  wa§  held  following 
the  dinner. 


MISS  MARILYN  LEE,  daughter  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  L.  O.  Lee  of  Prescott,  will  be  youth 
director  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Mena 
during  the  summer  months.  Miss  Lee  has  been 
a  student  at  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  and  will 
continue  her  studies  there  in  the  fall. 

Bishop  harry  c.  northcott,  bishop  of 

the  Wisconsin  Area,  was  the  guest  preacher 
at  the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Sunday,  June  24,  at  the  11:00 
o’clock  hour.  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  is  pastor  of  the  t 
church. 

A  group  of  Methodist  laymen  from  thg  United 
States  will  fly  to  Anchorage,  Alaska,  for  the 
campus  dedication  of  the  proposed  Alaska  Meth¬ 


odist  College  August  5.  The  eight-day  tour,  from 
July  31  to  August  7,  is  sponsored  by  the  National 
Missions  Division  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in 
co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities. 

EV.  BILLY  VINES,  ministerial  student  at 
Centenary  College,  preached  at  the  evening 
service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden, 
on  Sunday,  June  24.  The  young  people  of  the 
church  were  in  charge  of  the  service  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Peggy  Donaldson,  youth  di¬ 
rector  for  the  summer. 

THE  WESLEY  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Pine 
Bluff  was  host  on  Sunday,  June  10,  to  the 
Arkansas  Boys’  Industrial  School  Choir.  The  40- 
voice  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Vijrgil  How¬ 
ard,  sang  several  numbers  at  the  evening  serv¬ 
ices.  Rev.  Winslow  Brown  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

J 

A  RECEPTION  for  Dr.  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  new 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  North 
Little  Rock,  and  his  family,  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Pruitt, 
the  associate  pastor,  was  held  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  June  24,  immediately  following  the  eve¬ 
ning  service.  J^he  reception  was  held  on  the 
lawn  of  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  McNeill. 

UBSCRIPTIONS  to  the  Daily  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  will  be  available  by  sending  $1.00  to 
Rev.  Walter  N.  Vernon,  Jung  Hotel,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.  A  complete  set  will  be  sent  postpaid 
at  this  price.  There  are  no  facilities  for  mailing 
issues  daily.  The  Conference  opens  on  June  28th. 

The  rosewood  methodist  church, 

new  church  at  West  Memphis,  observed 
charter  Sunday  on  June  10  by  issuing  certificates 
to  86  charter  members.  The  certificates  were 
signed  by  Rev.  Otto  W.  Teague,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Forrest  City  District,  and  Rev. 
Vernon  Paysinger,  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  AMBOY  METHODIST  CHURCH,  new 
church  near  North  Little  Rock,  had  a  charter 
service  on  Sunday,  June  10,  with  26  charter 
members  cm  the  roll.  Taking  part  in  the  service 
were  J.  Frank  Warden  of  North  Little  Rock, 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Conway  District,  and  Rev.‘  Maurice  Bur¬ 
roughs,  pastor  of  the  Church. 

REV.  J.  R.  CALLICOTT,  new  pastor  of  the  Des 
Arc  (Ark.)  Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  Callicott 
and  their  daughter,  Barbara,  were  honored  with 
an  open  house  on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  24  in 
the  educational  building  of  the  church.  Brother 
Callicott,  pastor  of  the  Lockesburg-  Methodist 
Church,  was  assigned  to  Des  Arc  at  the  recent 
session  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 

MISS  ANN  FOX,  director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  is  attending  the  first  National  Conference 
on  Weekday  Religious  Education  at  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege,  Oberlin,  Ohio.  She  is  one  of  25  official 
delegates  invited  by  the  Methodist  Church  to 
attend  the  Conference.  The  purpose  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  is  to  chart  the  future  of  weekday  Church 
Schools  in  America. 

EV.  THEODORE  R.  WEBER  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  master  of  arts  at  the  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  commencement  on  June  11.  A  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  fonnerly  pastor 
at  Oak  Park,  Lake  Charges,  he  is  currently  serv¬ 
ing  the  Methodist  Church  in  East  Berlin,  Con¬ 
necticut,  while  writing  his  dissertation  for  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  in  the  Department 
of  Religion  at  Yale. 

IRST  CHURCH,  FT.  SMITH,  gave  a  reception 
on  Sunday  evening,  June  24,  in  the  church 
parlor  for  Dr.  Fred  G.  Roebuck,  pastor,  who  is 
beginning  his  13th  year  as  pastor,  and  Mrs.  Roe¬ 
buck,  and  for  Dr.  Ethan  W.  Dodgen,  new  district 
superintendent  of  the  Ft.  Smith  District,  and 
Mrs.  Dodgen.  The  reception  was  sponsored  by 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
the  Official  Board  of  the  church. 

EV.  AND  MRS.  SAM  NADER  were  presented 
with  a  silver  tray  by  the  congregation  of 


the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Houma  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  June  6,  at  the  church.  The 
presentation  was  made  by  James  W.  Bolton, 
charge  lay  leader.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Nader  was  made 
district  superintendent  of  Lake  Charles  District 
at  the  recent  Louisiana  Conference. 

REV.  C.  E.  MUNDEN,  III,  senior  at  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Sunday,  June  17.  Mr.  Munden  was  ordained  a 
deacon  at  the  recent  session  of  the.  Little  Rock 
Conference.  He  is  the  son  of  C.  E.  Munden,  Jr., 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial,  and  Mrs.  Munden. 

A  RECEPTION  was  held  atT  the  Curtis  Park 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  June  10,  in  honor  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
F.  L.  Heame.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hearne  who  has 
been  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Claiborne  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  tyest  Monroe,  for  the  past  nine 
years,  was  assigned  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Curtis 
Park  Church  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 

A  RECEPTION  was  given  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  DeRidder  on  Tuesday  eve¬ 
ning,  June  12,  for  the  new  pastor,  Rev.  James  C. 
Whitaker,  and  his  family  and  the  new  district 
superintendent,  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  and  Mrs. 
Nader.  The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Board 
of  Stewards  of  the  church,  and  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  was  in  charge  of 
arrangements. 

THE  WOMAN’S  DIVISION  -OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE,  Board  of  Millions  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  planning  for  the  establishment 
of  a  hospital  and  a  training  center  for  nurses 
near  Wonju,  Korea.  This  is  the  center  of  a  great 
industrial  section,  southeast  of  Seoul,  where  at 
the  present  time  there  is  little  or  no  medieal 
service  for  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  people.  The 
Division  hopes  this  year  to  begin  the  erection  of 
a  120-bed  hospital,  and  to  recruit  medical  and 
nursing  personnel  for  the  project. 

THE  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD  of  First 
Church  of  Jonesboro,  Arkansas,  has  be¬ 
gun  the  work  of  setting  up  a  library  for  the 
church.  Other  groups  in  the  church  are  assisting 
in  the  work.  Books  are  being  catalogued  and 
placed  on  shelves,  where  they  may  be  used  for 
reference,  or  they  may  be  checked  out.  Teaching 
helps,  program  and  worship  materials,  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Methodist  Church  and  its  workj\  as 
well  as  books  for  spiritual  enrichment  may  be 
found. 

MISS  MARY  MATHIS,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grady  Mathis  of  North  Little  Rock, 
will  have  two  devotional  messages  in  Power, 
international  Methodist  -youth  magazine  in 
August.  They  are  “Our  Christian  Witness”  and 
“The  Struggle  Within”  and  will  appear  in  the 
August  issue.  Miss  Mathis  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  North  Little  Rock.  She 
will  enter  Hendrix  College  in  the  fall  where  she 
will  major  in  religious  education  in  preparation 
for  fulltime  service  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

MISS  BARBARA  MEACHAM  has  assumed  her 
duties  as  educational  assistant  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Batesville,  according  to  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Rev.  Lloyd  M.  Conyers,  pastor 
of  the  church.  Miss  Meacham  was  graduated 
from  Hendrix  College  and  during  the  past  school 
year  attended  the  University  of  New  Hampshire 
where  she  did  student  work  on  the  Danforth 
Foundation.  Miss  Meacham  will  be  assistant  in 
charge  of  the  total  educational  program  of  the 
church  at  First  Church  with  particular  stress  on 
youth  work. 

BY  the  end  of  1956  a  new  hymn-book  in  the 
language  of  the  Lapps  will  probably  be  pub¬ 
lished.  It1  will  contain  170  hymns.  The  Lapps 
are  nomads  living  in  the  northern  part  of  Swed¬ 
en  and  Finland  who  have  preserved  their  own 
culture  and  their  own  language.  The  Lapp  hymn- 
book  hitherto  in  use  is  out  of  print.  Bishop 
Bengt  Jonzon  in  Lulea,  in  whose  diocese  the 
Lapps  are  living,  18  months  ago  requested  an 
expert  in  Lapp,  Dr.-Harald  Grundstro,  to  collect 
hymns  for  a  new  hymn-book.  This  hymn-book 
will  contain  hymns  in  all  the  three  common  dia¬ 
lects. 
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Dr.  ROY  E.  FAWCETT,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Mag¬ 
nolia  .on  Sunday,  June  24.  Dr.  Fawcett  is  a 
former  pastor  of  the  church. 
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llSHOP  EDWIN  E.  VOIGT  of  Aberdeen,  S.  D., 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  Methodist  Com- 
[Jission  on  Worship  at  its  organization  meeting 
Chicago  June  15.  He  succeeds  Bishop  Ivan 
ree  Holt  of  St.  Louis,  who  has  headed  the  com- 
isSion  since  1940,  *and  who  is  retiring.  Other 
Officers  of  the  18-member  commission  named  for 
le  1956-60  quadrennium  are:  vice  chairman, 
bishop  W.  Earl  Ledden  of  the  Syracuse  (N.  Y.) 
frea;  and  secretary,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  Burt, 
Minister  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ur- 
lana,  and  director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
he  University  of  Illinois: 

,  PEN  HOUSE  was  held  at  the  Walnut  Ridge 
J  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
une  10,  to  view  the  new  educational  building 
nd  improvements  made  orT  the  church.  The' 
church  has  just  completed  a  $72,000  construction 
Irogram  which  included  the  new  two-story  edu¬ 
cational  building,  renovation  of  classrooms  in 
he  main  building,  and  air-conditioning  of  the 
diurch  sanctuary.  The  educational  building  con- 
lists  of  a  chapel,  pastor’s  office,  church  secre¬ 
cy's  office,  ten  classrooms,  a  nursery  and  two 
jest  rooms.  The  new  chapel  will  seat  80  people. 
Bev.  Elmo  Thomason  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

>EV.  G.  A.  MORGAN,  pastor  of  the  Hodge 
(La.)  Methodist  Church,  writes:  “Mrs.  Mor¬ 
gan  and  I  have  been  graciously  received  at 
lodge  for  the  sixth  yedr.  A  Vacation  Church 
Ichool  was  held  the  first  week  in  June  with  a 
ecord  attendance.  Mrs.  Grady  Dean  was  dean 
|f  the  school  with  Mrs.  Van  Beasley  as  associ- 
te.  Other  workers  were  Mrs.  T.  W.  Williams, 
/Irs.  Walter  Wade,  Miss  Nancy  Sue  Wade,  Mrs. 
f.  G.  Enobloch,  Mrs.  Mable  Etter,  Mrs.  B.  E. 
lathaway  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Stewart.  A  picnic  was 
geld  Friday  morning  and  a  program  was  given 
the  church  Sunday  evening  when  certificates 
lere  presented.  The  Official  Board  has  a  sound 
financial  system  and  the  budget  was  covered  by 
■ledges  three  weeks  in  advance  of  the  Annual 
Conference.” 

[EMBERS  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Natchitoches  honored  Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway, 
jastor  of  the  church,  and  his  family  with  a  re- 
eption  at  the  church  on  Tuesday  evening,  June 
.  Dr.  Sam  Leifeste,  vice-chairman  of  the  Of- 
Icial  Board  of  the  church,  presided  during  the 
jvening.  A  silver  service  was  given  to  the  hon- 
gjrees  by  J.  E.  Pierson  on  behalf  of  the-xhurch. 
Refreshments  were  served  to  several  hundred 
eople  who  called.  Members  of  the  different 
.epartments  of  the  church  were  in  charge  of 
tie  evening’s  courtesies.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Galloway 
fas  assigned  to  First  Church,  Houma,  at  the 
pcent  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

[N  JUNE  1,  in  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma,  a  new 
chief  was  added  to  the  Kiowa  Tribe  of 
nerican  Indians.  Called  Zia  You  An  by  his 
fellow  tribesmen,  the  chief  is  better  known  to 
te  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  as  Dr.  W.  Ver- 
on  Middleton,  Executive  Secretary  of  the.  Sec- 
don  of  -Home  Missions  of  the  Division  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions.  Zia  You  An  translates  into  “In 
he  middle  of  the  fight”  and  tradition  has  it  that 
Kiowa  chief  wears  his  head-dress  only  when 
is  going  into  battle  and  that  if  he  falls  in 
attle  he  falls  facing  the  enemy.  While  in  Ok¬ 
mulgee,  Chief  Zia  You  An  attended  the  Annual 
onference  of  the  Indian  Mission  of  the  Meth- 
dist  Church. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  BY  TV 
PLANNED 

Nashville,  Tenn. — (MI) — Experiments  to  de- 
el°P  more  effective  ways  of  using  television  in 
lult  Christian  education  will  be  conducted  in 
pveral  pilot  communities  this  fall  if  the  sugges- 
|°ns  of  a  group  of  Methodist  church  and  educa- 
jfon  officials  from  11  states  are  followed. 

The  group,  meeting  June  11-13  at  the  Meth- 
dist  Board  of  Education  in  Nashville  for  a  con- 
ultation  on  better  uses  of  television  in  adult 
ucation,  enthusiastically  endorsed  the  experi¬ 
mentation  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy, 
.U-ector  of  the  board’s  Department  of  Christian 
^ucation  of  Adults. 

The  plan  recognized  a  need  for  a  community 
^ganization  to  approach,  on  a- professional  level, 
i  e  Problems  of  effective  use  of  television. 
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REV.  JAMES  A.  REYNOLDS 
DIES  IN  CONWAY 

Rev.  James  A.  Reynolds,  age  83,  retired 
member  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference,  died 
in  a  Conway  hospital  on  Friday,  June  22,  follow¬ 
ing  a  stroke  suffered  on  Sunday  night. 

Brother  Reynolds,  a  native  of  Faulkner 
County,  had  served  in  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  for  40  years.  He  retired  in  1947  after 
serving  pastorates  at  Greenwood,  Pottsville, 
Siloam  Springs,-  Leslie,  Prairie  Grove,  Paris, 
Earle,  Harrison,  Wynne,  Russellville,  Ozark,  Ty- 
ronza,  Pocahontas,  Crawfordsville  and  Oppelo. 

He  was  a  brother  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Hugh 
Reynolds,  longtime  president  of  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege. 

He  is  survived  by  a  son,  Dr.  James  A.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Jr.,  of  Lubbock,  Texas;  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Paul  Barnes  of  Walnut  Grove,  Cal.;  a  brother, 
Seth  C.  Reynolds  of  Ashdown;  a  sister,  -Mrs.  J. 
H.  Downs  of  Vilonia,  and  seven  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church  of  Conway  on  Sunday^June 
24,  by  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen,  Rev.  Harold  Wilson, 
Rev.  C.  N.  Guice  and  Rev.  Joel  Cooper.  Burial 
was  in  the  Oak  Grove  cemetery  in  Conway. 


TWO  INDIANS  RECEIVE  D.D.  DEGREES 

Two  delegates  from  India  to  the  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  Methoditf^Church  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  have  received  honorary  de¬ 
grees  from  two  Methodist  colleges. 

The  Rev.  Gabriel  Sundaram  of  Hyderabad, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Council  of  Christian 
Higher  Education  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Asia  (India  and  Pakistan),  received  a 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  June  10  from  Baldwin- 
Wallace  College,  Berea,  Ohio.  Dr.  Sundaram 
spoke  to  the  faculty  and  students  of  the  college 
and  has  spoken  to  Methodists  in  Indiana,  Ohio, 
England  and  Paris  since  leaving  India  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  He  has  been  a  General  Conference  delegate 
three  times. 

The  Rev.  Marigal  Singh,  pastor  of  the  Christ 
Methodist  Church  in  Delhi,  received  a  doctor  of 
divinity  degree  June  6  from  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
University  at  Lincoln.  A  delegate  to  the  1948 
General  Conference  as  well  as  the  one  this  year, 
Dr.  Singh  has  studied  at  the  University  of  Den¬ 
ver  on  a  Methodist  scholarship.  He  has  spoken 
in  Ohio,  Nebraska,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
since  arriving  in  thk  country  in  March. 


CENTRAL  ADVOCATE  EDITOR 
CONSECRATED  BISHOP 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Prince  Albert  Taylor,  Jr.,  is 
the  first  of  the  1956  “crop”  of  bishops  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  elected  to  the  church’s 
highest  office  by  the  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference,  which  met  at  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans,  June  12-17. 

The  49-year-old  editor  of  the  Central  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  probably  set  a  record  for  travel¬ 
ling  the  shortest  distance  any  bishop  has  ever 
had  to  go  to  be  elected  and  consecrated.  He  was 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  on  June  16  and  con¬ 
secrated  the  following  day  in  Dillard’s  lovely 
new  Lawless  chapel.  The  Taylor  home  is  at  the 
edge  of  the  campus,  scarcely  a  block  from  the 
chapel  door. 

But  Bishop  Taylor’s  first  episcopal  assign¬ 
ment  will  take  him  more  than  6,000  air  miles 
from  home  to  the  Monrovia,  Liberia,  Area  for 
the  next  four  years. 

There,  approximately  enough,  a  “prince” 
will  be  succeeding  the  “king,”  Bishop.  Willis  J. 
King — to  be  specific.  Since  the  death  of  Bishop 
Robert  N.  Brooks  in  1953,  Bishop  King  has  been 
administering  three  annual  conferences  of  the. 
New  Orleans  Area  in  addition  to  supervising  the 
work  in  Liberia.  Retired  Bishop  Alexander  P. 
Shaw  of  Los  Angeles  has  presided  over  the  other 
two  conferences  of  the  New  Orleans  Area.  Bishop 
King  was  assigned  to  the  New  Orleans  Area  for 
1956-60. 

The  other  active  bishops  were  reassigned 
to  the  same  areas:  Bishop  J.  W.  E.  Bowen, 
Atlantic  Coast  Area  (residence  in  Atlanta); 
Bishop  .  Edgar  A.  Love,  Baltimore;  and  Bishop 
Matthew  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  St.  Louis. 

Bishop  Taylor  has  served  pastorates  in  North 
Carolina  and  New  York  City,  has  taught  in  col¬ 
leges  and  seminary,  and  has  edited  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate  since  1948. 


NO  PAPER  NEXT  WEEK 

According  to  custom  there  will  be  no 
issue  of  the  paper  next  week  which  will  be 
the  week  of  July  4. 

Sp  that  our  readers  will  not  miss  a 
Sunday  School  lesson,  we  are  carrying  two 
lessons  in  this  issue. 


APPOINTMENTS  ANNOUNCED  IN 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appointments  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence:  Baton  Rouge  District,  Rev.  A.  E.  Wingfield 
from  Angie-Vamado  to  Wesley  Chapel.  Alex¬ 
andria  District,  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  Martha- 
ville;  Clear  Creek-Pleasant  Grove,  Rev.  Don  T. 
Seeling;  Dodson,  Rev.  Charles  Scott;  Belah-Eden, 
Rev.  Champ  Breeden;  Glenmora,  Rev.  James  O. 
Sharp,  associate;  Baton  Rouge  District,  Rev.  A. 
N.  Baum,  Angie- Varnado;  Carpenters  Chapel, 
Rev.  John  Keller;  Livingstone  Ct.,  Rev.  J.  C. 
Bonds;  Loranger-Coopers  Chapel,  Rev.  Walter 
Hillis. 


NEW  JUDICIAL  COUNCIL  MEMBER 
NAMED 

Paul  R.  Ervin,  Law  Building,  Charlotte,  N. 
C.,  has  been  made  a  member  of  the  Judicial 
Council  of  The  Methodist  Church,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  supreme  court. 

The  announcement  was  officially  made 
June  19,  by  the  secretary,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ralph 
M.  Houston  of  Hempstead,  N.  Y.,  on  authority 
of  the  president,  the  Hon.  J.  Ernest  Wilkins  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Ervin  was  elected  an  alternate  member 
of  the  Council  by  the  quadrennial  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Minneapolis  last  May.  He  succeeds 
Dr.  Clarence  M.  Dannelly,  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  who  resigned  from 
the  Council.  Four  laymen  and  five  ministers 
compose  the  Council. 

The  new  Methodist  jurist  has  practiced  law 
in  Charlotte  since  1931,  and  has  served  in  the 
North  Carolina  legislature.  Both  his  academic 
and  legal  training  were  in  Duke  University 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the 
Coif,  a  legal  honor  society. 

Mr.  Ervin  is  the  son  of  a  minister.  Currently 
he  is  lay  leader  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  four 
Jurisdictional  and  three  General  Conferences. 


P.  R.  DIRECTOR  FOR  NASHVILLE 
SELECTED 

New  York  (MI)  —  William  M.  Hearn  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  will  become  the  director  of  the 
Nashville  office  of  the  Commission  on  Public 
Relations  and  Methodist  Information  next  Octo¬ 
ber  1.  The  position  carries  with  it  the  rank  of 
an  associate  secretary  of  the  Commission. 

This  department,  popularly  called  “Metho¬ 
dist  Information”,  is  the  official  news  gathering 
and  distributing  agency  of  The  Methodist 
Church.  Its  headquarters  are  in  New  York  with 
branch  offices  in  Chicago,  Nashville  and,  soon, 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  all  these  cities  are  lo¬ 
cated  general  administrative  agencies  of  the 
denomination. 

Announcement  of  Mr.  Hearn’s  acceptance  is 
made  by  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody  of  New  York,  general 
secretary  and  director.  Approval  of  Mi’.  Hearn’s 
appointment,  pending  his  decision,  was  given  in 
a  meeting  of  the  Commission  held  in  Minneapolis 
in  May,  following  the  denomination’s  quadren¬ 
nial  General  Conference. 

Mr.  Hearn  will  succeed  O.  B.  Fanning  who 
will  opeh  and  direct  the  newly  created  Washing¬ 
ton  office  in  September. 

The  new  director  has  served  for  the  past 
six  years  as  public  relations  director  of  the 
Louisville  Area  of  The  Methodist  Church.  Pre¬ 
viously  for  two  years  he  was  director  of  public 
relations  of  Union  College,  Barbourville,  Ky. 
Earlier  he  was  a  reporter  on  the  Louisville  Cour¬ 
ier-Journal  and  in  Missouri. 
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Christian  Education 


ADULT  FELLOWSHIP 
AT  CAMP  TANAKO 


MRS.  HOWARD  GRIMES 


The  resource  person  for  the  Adult 
Fellowship,  scheduled  for  Camp 
Tanako,  July  27-2S  is  Mrs.  Howard 
Grimes,  wife  of  Dr.  Grimes  of  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  She  has 
degrees  from  Southwestern  Univer¬ 
sity  and  from  Teacher’s  College, 
Columbia  University,  and  has  stud¬ 
ied  at  Union  Theological  Seminary. 
She  has  served  as  visiting  instructor 
in  the  Department  of  Religion  of 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

The  Alumni  publication  of  SMU, 
“The  Mustang,”  has  this  to  say, 
“For  seven  years  Mrs.  Grimes  was 
Director  of  Christian  Education  at 
First  Church  Houston.  For  two 
years  during  World  War  11,  she  was 
a  member  of  the  Foreign  Division 
Staff,  British  Section,  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  National  Y.W.C.A.  and  served 
an  additional  year  as  civilian  wel¬ 
fare  officer  of  the  90th  Infantry 
Division  in  Germany'. 

“Mrs.  Grimes  has  worked  in  mo¬ 
tion  picture  and  television  script 
writing  and  production  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and 
locally  with  First  Church  (Dallas) 
of  which  she  is  a  member.” 

The  program  which  she  will  di¬ 
rect  is  planned  for  officers  and 
teachers  together  with  all  others 
interested  in  adult  work.  The  open¬ 
ing  session  will  be  on  Friday  even¬ 
ing,  July  27  and  the  closing  session 
will  be  at  noon  on  Sunday.  —  Roy 
E.  Fawcett. 


BACKBONE  OF  NATION’S 
CHURCH  SCHOOLS 

The  two  and  a  half  million  lay  ' 
people  who  serve  without  financial 
remuneration  as  Sunday  and  week¬ 
day  church  school  teachers  in 
America  are  “the  backbone  of  the 
nation’s  church  schools”  and  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  whole  nation,  says 
Dr.  Loren  Walters,  of  Philadelphia, 
a  leader  of  the  Evangelical  and  Re¬ 
formed  Church. 

While  the  public  schools  and  col¬ 
leges  of  America  are  struggling  to 
pay  higher  salaries  for  better  teach¬ 
ers,  he  said,  the  church  schools  re¬ 
ly  on  a  great  host  of  volunteer 
teachers  to  carry  on  the  highly  im- 
portant  task  of  Christian  education. 
“These  volunteer  teachers,”  he  add¬ 
ed,  “realize  that  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  is  the  most  vital  task  and  need 
in  the  world  today.” 
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T ribute  Paid  To 
Scarritt  Dean 

The  June  issue  of  The  Church 
School  magazine  pays  tribute  to  the 
Rev.  Henry  M.  Johnson,  dean  of 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  magazine  cover  features  a 
pen  and  ink  portrait  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
In  a  page-one  article,  the  Rev.  Webb 
B.  Garrison  salutes  him  as  “an  all- 
around  Christian  gentleman  and 
educator.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Garrison  is  a  staff 
member  of  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

“Few  leaders  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  even  approach  the  record  of 
Henry  M.  Johnson  in  the  variety 
and  extent  of  his  contributions,”  the 
magazine  states. 

The  Church  School,  published  in 
Nashville,  is  a  national  journal  for 
Methodist  pastors,  superintendents 
and  other  church  workers. 


Laboratory  School 
At  Camp  Tcnaako 


MRS.  J.  H.  MONDAY 
Member  of  faculty 


A  laboratory  school  for  Church 
School  children  and  leaders  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  July  8-13, 
at  Camp  Tanako,  Methodist  Camp 
on  Lake  Catherine  between  Malvern 
and  Hot  Springs. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates,  Little  Rock, 
director  of  the  school,  said  it  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  held  in  the 
conference  and  is  planned  to  “help 
church  school  leaders  to  learn  bet¬ 
ter  teaching  methods  the  practical 
way!”  She  said  90  church  school 
leaders  and  60  children  representing 
every  district  in  the  conference  will 
attend. 

Miss  E.  Mae  Young,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  representative  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education,  will  teach  the 
Junior  classes  at  the  session.  Miss 
Young  is  in  charge  of  children’s 
work  of  the  joint  department  of 
missionary  education,  and  has  writ¬ 
ten  many  pamphlets  which  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation.  She  also  writes  for  the  Child 
Guidance  magazine. 

Others  on  the  faculty  for  the 
week-long  school  include:  Miss  Eve¬ 
lyn  Briant,  Hope,  who  will  lead 
the  Nursery  courses;  Mrs.  Herbert 
Monday,  Little  Rock,  leader  for  the 
Kindergarten  work;  and  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Beall,  Tyler,  Tex.,  who  will  direct 
the  work  for  the  Primary  age  group. 

Registration  for  the  school  will 
begin  at  4  p.m.,  Sunday,  July  8. 
Class  periods,  vesper  services,  and 


Senate  Approves  "Pray 
For  Peace"  Postmark 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Senate  unanimously  approved  and 
sent  to  the  President  for  signature 
a  bill  authorizing  a  ‘Tray  for 
Peace”  postmark  on  all  mail  in 
first  and  second  class  post  offices. 

The  measure,  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Louis  C.  Rabaut  (D.-Mich.),  had 
previously  passed  the  House. 

Sen.  Richard  L.  Neuberger  (D.- 
Ore.)  presented  a  statement  from 
the  Senate  Post  Office  Committee 
saying,  “It  was  felt  that  the  use  of 
cancellation  stamps  bearing  the 
words  ‘Pray  for  Peace’  would  en¬ 
courage  the  great  body  of  our  people 
to  do  so  and  to  work  actively  toward 
its  accomplishment.” 

The  committee  said  it  “considered 
that  the  thing  of  most  importance 
in  the-  unsettled  world  of  today  is 
peace,  and  that  any  action  we  take 
toward  achieving  it  is  worthwhile.” 

BISHOP  HOLT  RETIRES 
THIS  YEAR 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
to  be  afraid  when  up  for  an  appoint¬ 
ment.  Of  course^  no  bishop  can 
please  every  preacher  and  every 
church  every  year.  When  the  bishop 
is  fair  to  the  preacher,  sometimes 
the  church  is  not  satisfied;  and 
when  he  is  fair  to  the  church,  the 
preacher  may  think  he  has  reason 
to  feel  hurt.  But  the  point  is  that 
Bishop  Holt  has  been  fair,  consider¬ 
ate,  and  truly  sympathetic  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  preachers  and  churches. 

Bishop  Biolt  is  an  able  and  effi¬ 
cient  presiding  officer.  He  is  alert, 
courteous,  considerate,  and  at  the 
same  time  thoroughly  in  command 
of  the  situation.  In  recent  General 
Conferences  he  has  been  asked  to 
preside  on  the  last  day  because  he 
can  expedite  business  without  vio¬ 
lating  sound  parliamentary  .pro¬ 
cedure.  His  handling  of  an  enormous 
amount  of  business  on  the  closing 
day  at  Minneapolis  where  he  was 
in  the  chair  more  than  six  hours, 
was  a  masterpiece  of  unsurpassed 
courteous  and  expeditious  parlia¬ 
mentary  supervision. 

Through  the  years  Bishop  Holt’s 
'friends  have  marvelled  at  his 
boundless  energy  and  his  perennial 
capacity  for  work  and  travel.  A  few 
years  ago  one  of  his  contemporaries 
said  he  had  never  seen  Ivan  Lee 
Holt  when  he  looked  tired:  He  is  a 
tireless  worker  and  an  unwearying 
traveller.  He  moves  speedily  from 
one  engagement  to  another  main¬ 
taining  a  travel  and  speaking  sched¬ 
ule  which  would  tax  the  energies 
of  a  much  younger  man.  He  declares 
that  travel  rests  him.  Though  he 
has  now  reached  three  score  and 
ten  there  seems  to  be  no  diminution 
of  his  amazing  energy.  Bishop  Holt 
works  while  he  travels.  Using  pen 
and  ink,  he  writes  letters,  speeches, 
and  sermons  on  trains,  planes,  or 
wherever  he  happens  to  be.  The 
addresses  are  pointed  and  the  letters 
though  brief  are  complete  and  ade¬ 
quate. 

This  distinguished  leader  of  Meth- 


recreation  hours  will  continue 
through  Friday  noon  when  the 
school  will  close  following  a  dedica- 
-tion  service  in  the  chapel. 

Officers  for  the  session  in  .addi¬ 
tion  to  Mrs.  Bates  are:  Dr.  Roy  E. 
Fawcett,  Little  Rock,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Board  of  Education; 
Mrs.  R.  A.  McLeon,  Smackover, 
business  manager;  and  Mrs.  Leslie 
Thompson,  Little  Rock,  librarian. 


Dr.  Sockman  Warns  On 
Religious  Fads  and  Cult* 

Ocean  City,*  N.J.  (RNS)  __  j, 
Ralph  W.  Sockman,  minister 
Christ  church -.(Methodist), 
York,  charged  here  that  eceentrj 
fads  and  cults  have  arisen  in 
ligion  “because  the  Church  ha 
neglected  certain  mature  phases 
its  God-given  message.” 

He  addressed  800  delegates,  0« 
ficers  and  visitors  attending  a 
three-day  session  here  of  the  Metho 
dist  Northeas  tern  Jurisdiction 
Conference. 

“So  many  aspects  of  the  curren 
religious  awakening  in  America  re 
veal  a  spiritual  immaturity,”  q, 
Sockman  said.  “In  our  restles 
search  for  something  we  are  no 
finding  in  contemporary  living,  w 
run  after  all  sorts  of  religious  fad 
and  cults.”__,  ' 

The  clergyman  stressed  that  “sue 
phenomena  are  too  superficial  t 
stir  a  religious  revival.”  A  real  ro 
vival  of  religion,  he  said,  calls  fo 
a  faith  mature  enough  to  be  "in 
tellectually  respectable  and  social 
ly  redemptive.” 

Dr.  Sockman  noted  that  the  cm 
rent  religious  awakening  comes  i 
a  time  of  prosperity  “and  is  mos 
marked  among  the  well-to-do.”  H 
said  this  indicated  that  “good  times' 
do  not  satisfy  the  souls  of  men. 


odism  and  World  Protestantism 
by  the  law  of  the  church  retirin 
at  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
New  Orleans,  thus  bringing  to 
close  a  notable  ministry  which  h 
extended  over  nearly  half  a  centur 
And  yet  on  second  thought  we  kno 
that  Bishop  Holt’s  ministry  is  n 
Closing,  for  though  retired,  his  sen 
ices  will  still  be  in  demand,  and 
will  carry  on  with  high  faith  an 
unflagging  zeal. 


THE  JURISDICTION 
DEVELOPS  A  PROGRAM 


Continued  from  page  3) 
always  included  extensive  surve 
material,  financial  and  other  da 
secured  by  Dr.  Womeldorf  to  he 
expedite  an  intelligent  program.  H 
material  is  not  only  available  an 
helpful  to  Jurisdiction  boards,  bi 
to  Annual  Conferences  as  well.  W 
have  been  kept  aware  and  fully  “I 
to  date  on  population  gains  an 
losses  by  states,  and  membersh 
gains  and  losses  by  Conferences.  1 
always  furnishes  a  year  in  and  : 
out  schedule  of  all  meetings  in 
Jurisdiction  and  over  the  Churc 
well  in  advance.  His  skill  in 
paring  for  meetings  is  a  real  # 
Always,  he  creates  ahead  of  times" 
atmosphere  of  cordiality  and  com1 
fort.  He  and  Mrs.  Womeldorf  sre 
always  on  hand  to  be  of  servi<* 
with  everything  done  ahead  of  tin* 
To  us  who  know  them  so  well  they 
have  become,  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sou 
Central  Jurisdiction”. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Womeldorf  will 
going  to  India  in  September  whe 
he  will  assist  in  the  observance 
the  160  years  of  Methodist  Miss'0 
ary  work  there,  at  the  invitation 
the  General  Board  of  Missions. 

As  we  have  come  to  the  en 
twelve  years  as  an  organ  iza 
with  no  criteria  whereby  a  sin'  , 
period  can  be  evaluated,  those 
us  close  to  the  organization  u^_ 
tions,  believe  that  continued  ^ 
fectiveness  should  necessarily^, 
based  upon  expansion  of  the  s  , 
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ices  needed  for  our  great  Chu  L 
its  ever  enlarging  program  th'° 
out  the  earth. 
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St.  Mark's  Developing  Campsite  Near  Covington 


To  some  folk  the  Tchefuncta  Riv¬ 
er  means  fishing  or  perhaps  the 
prospect  of  a  home  in  one  of  the 
new  developments  but  to  the  boys 
and  girls  of  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  it  means  Camp  —  Camp  St. 
Mark’s — a  long  time  dream  come 
true. 

Those  who  live  around  New  Or¬ 
leans  know  how  difficult  it'  is  to 
find  suitable  places  to  camp  in  this 
area.  We  live  in  a  crowded  section 
of  the  city.  Boys  and  girls  heed  a 
chance  to  get  away  from  the  city, 
to  feel  the  thrill  of  the  out-of- 
doors,  to  get  into  a  new  situation 
where  they  have  an  opportunity  to 
learn  how  to  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves,  learn  to  assume  responsibili¬ 
ty,  have  new  adventures,  learn  new 
skills,  and  with  it  all  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  gain  new  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  real  values  of  life,  and 
be  at  one  with  God  in  His  world. 

Realizing  our  need  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  The  Methodist 
Church  purchased  a  camp  site  for 
St.  Mark’s.  The  property  is  located 
4  miles  west  of  Covington  on  High¬ 
way  190  on  the  Tchefuncta  River 
just  across  the  river  from  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  Camp.  A  seven  room 
house  with  screened-in  porch  on 
three  sides  provides  the  present 
camping  space  which  will  accommo¬ 
date  from  20  to  24  people  including 
leaders.  It  is  ideal  for  about  16 
campers  with  their  leaders.  We  had 
five  weeks  of  camping  there  last 
summer  and  11  weekend  trips  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  We  are  planning  to 
have  six  weeks  of  camping  this 
sumiher.  / 

During  the  almost  .  two  years 
which  we  have  had  the  camp  we 
have  been  furnishing  and  improv¬ 
ing  it  and  we  are  hoping  that  we 
will  be  able  to  put  up  a  recreation 
building  soon  to  give  some  activity 
space  sheltered  from  the  rains  and 
mosquitoes.  We  are  not  planning  at 
this  time  to  expand  our  facilities 
miach.  We  want  our  camp  groups  al¬ 
ways  to  be  small  enough  to  have 
the  privilege  of  planning  and  work¬ 
ing  out  their  own  camp  program 
and  to  have  an  active  part'  in 


cooking,  clean-up  and  general 
chores. 

We  appreciate  the  gifts  we  have 
received  from  individuals  and 
Auxiliaries  that  have  helped  buy- 
furnishings,  etc.  One  of  the  methods 
for  helping  with,  the  maintenance 
fund  for  our  camp  was  one  initia¬ 
ted  by  Mrs.  George  W.  Powell,  Con¬ 
ference  Supply  Secretary  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Chfistian  Serv¬ 
ice.  Did  you  know  that  there  are 
coupons  in  this  area  —  thousands 
of  them  —  that  can  be  converted 
into  cash  if  ^sent  through  the  right 
channel?  If  you  did  not  know  we 
hope  you  will  be  interested  in  find¬ 
ing  out  and  in  collecting  coupons 
and  giving  them  to  the  local  Supply 
Secretary  of  your  W.S.C.S.  She  will 
give  them  to  the  District  Secretary 
or  send  them  directly  to  St.  Mark’s. 
The  coupons  which  we  can  convert 
into  cash  are: 

Octagon  Soap  Products 
Ballard’s  Obelisk '  Flour 
Filbert’s  Margarine  &  Salad  Pro¬ 
ducts 

Borden’s  Evaporated  &  Conden¬ 
sed  Milk 

Luzianne  Coffee  and  Tea 
Rumford  Baking  Powder 
Hearth  Club  Baking  Powder 
Rival  Dog  and  Cat  Foods 
We  will  surely  appreciate  your 
helping  us  collect  the  coupons  that 
are  not  being  used. 

Some  of  you  are  probably  won¬ 
dering  whether  Camp  St.  Mark’s  is 
available  to  other  groups.  Sometime 
in  the  future  we  hope  to  have  a  set¬ 
up  where  this  can  be  worked  out; 
but  at  present  it  is  not  possible. — 
Fae  L.  Daves 


Methodist  Students  Train 
For  Summer  Service 

Nashivlle,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  Sixty- 
five  Methodist  college  students  and 
counselors  from  12  states  held  a 
two- week  Youth  Caravan  training 
program  at  Scarritt  College  here 
preparatory  to  serving  125  Southern 
churches  this  summer. 

The  Rev.  Argyle  Knight,  staff 
member  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education,  directed  the  program. 

The  Methodist  group  will  be  di¬ 
vided  into  13  teams  of  four  students 


Girls  from  St.  Mark's  find  their  "Snake  Sticks"  come  in  handy. 


WITH  THE  DISTRICTS 
Ft.  Smith 

Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  officers,  Conference  Offi¬ 
cers,  and  members  of  the  nominat¬ 
ing  committee  of  the  Fort  Smith 
District  were  entertained  in  the 
lovely  home  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lewis  in 
Greenwood,  June  6th  with  a  lunch¬ 
eon. 

Mrs.  V.  F.  Harris  was  co-hostess. 
Guests  .  included  Mrs.  W.  Henry 
Goodloe,  and  her  daughter  Miss 
-  Mary  Ruth  Goodloe. 

Mary  Ruth  was  ^pbesented  with 
an  Honorary  Youth  Student  Pin 
and  Life  Membership. 

After  partaking  of  a  delicious 
luncheon,  the  group  went  to  the 
new  Youth  Chapel  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Greenwood, 
where  new  officers  for  the  year 
were  installed  by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Frasier. 

A  devotional  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Jesse  L.  Johnson  of  Van  Buren. 

A  short  business  session  followed, 
presided  over  by  Mrs.  Sam  Roberts, 
President  of  Booneville. 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  with 
prayer. — Mrs.  M.  I.  Barger,  Reporter 

Shreveport 

The  Shreveport  District  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  met  Tuesday,  June 
8th  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Jack 
Toombs  at  Vivian. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over 
by  Mrs.  Glen  Bryant,  retiring 
president.  The  devotional  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Bryant  using  “There  is  no 
Fear  in  Love”  as  her  topic. 

After  each  officer  gave  detailed 
report  and  general  routine  business 
was  attended  to,  the  meeting  wais 
turned  over  to  the  President,  Mrs. 

B.  F.  Pattison,  Jr.  Plans  for  the 
new  year’s  work  were  discussed 
and  committees  appointed.  At  the 
close  of  the  session  a  lovely  lunch 
was -served  by  Mrs.  Toombs. — Mrs. 

C.  B.  Hancock,  Secretary 


and  one  counselor.  They  will  work 
with  youth  of  the  churches  in  study 
units  and  to  develop  religious  and 
community  projects. 

Two  teams  will  specialize  in  re¬ 
ligious  drama  and  one  in  world 
peace  efforts  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 


JURISDICTION  ELECTS 
NEW  GUILD  SECRETARY 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Pletz,  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Jurisdiction  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  at  its  annual  Week-end  at 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  June  16,  17,  1956,  with  600 
Guild  members  in  attendance. 

Mrs.  Pletz,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Travis  Park  Methodist  Church, 
San  Antonio,  has  served  as  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  South  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
and  most  recently  chairman  of 
Spiritual  Life  for  the  Jurisdiction 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  She  suc¬ 
ceeds  Miss  Gertie  Stiles,  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  who  served  i  n 
this  capacity  for  four  years. 

Tours  for  Guild  members  have 
been  Mrs.  Pletz’  special  project  for 
a  number  of  years,  with  groups  go¬ 
ing  to  Canada,  Hawaii,  and  Mexico. 
On  July  9,  Mrs.  Pletz  will  take  45 
women  to  Europe,  on  a  six  weeks 
tour,  and  in  October,  she  will  con¬ 
duct  a  world  tour,  including  India 
and  its  Centennial  Celebration. 


Methodists  Launch 
"Mission  To  America" 

Wichita,  Kan.  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Alan 
Walker,  noted  Australian  Methodist 
evangelist,  launched  a  year-long 
“Mission  to  America”  before  kbout 
3,000  persons  here  by  lashing  out 
at  the  “false  gods”  of  nationalism, 
money  and  sex. 

The  eight-day  meeting  here  was 
the  first  of  a  series  of  missions  to 
be  held  in  various  parts  of  this  coun¬ 
try  and  Canada  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism  and  the  United  Church  of  Can¬ 
ada. 

Dr.  Walker,  43,  directed  a  similar 
three-year  campaign,  called  “Taking 
Christ  to  the  Nation,”  in  Australia. 

He  told  the  opening  rally  here 
that  excessive  nationalism,  “the 
golden  calf  of  money,”  and  an  over¬ 
emphasis  on  sex  “are  in  conflict 
with  the  true  God.” 

“Whenever  we  care  about  any 
one  of  these  more  than  God,”  the 
evangelist  declared,  “We  have  re¬ 
pudiated  God  and  turned  to  the 
worship  of  idols.” 


Camp  St.  Mark's  begins  with  one  building. 
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Alexandria  District 
Preachers7  Meeting 

The  ministers  of  the  37  charges 
in  the  Alexandria  District  met  Tues¬ 
day  at  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  with  Rev.  A.  W.  Town- 
sehd,  Jr.,  presiding.  Rev.  J.  J.  Car- 
raway,  newly  assigned  pastor  of 
the  Haas  Memorial  Church,  Bunkie, 
was  elected  secretary. 

A  brief  devotional  service  was 
conducted  by  Rev.  George  Pearce, 
pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches. 

James  N.  Fomby,  Sr.,  District 
Lay  Leader  and  one  of  the  Delegates 
to  the  recent  General  Conference, 
spoke  about  legislation  of  the  law 
making  body  of  Methodism.  Dr.  J. 
Henry  Bowdon,  --pastor  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  explained  the 
working  of  recent  legislation  on 
segregation,  which  is  in  effect  a 
local  option  permitting  churches  to 
change  Jurisdictions  on  the  two 
thirds  majority  of  all  bodies  in¬ 
volved.  In  Louisiana,  white  churches 
are  in  the  South  Central  J urisdic- 
tion.  Until  this  legislation,  all  Negro 
churches  in  America  have  been  in 
the  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Shreveport,  discussed  the  quadren¬ 
nial  program  of  Methodism  with 
special  reference  to  Christian'  Edu¬ 
cation.  Dr.  Karl  Tooke,  Conference 
Director  of  Stewardship,  Alexandria, 
spoke  briefly  about  the  emphasis 
on  the  local  church  for  the  new 
four  year  program  and  the  tasks  of 
his  newly  created  office. 

Rev.  Luther  Booth,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Winnfield,  spoke 
about  the  camping  program;  and 
Rev.  Charles  Giessem  District  Mis¬ 
sionary  Secretary  ^d  pastor  of 
First  Church,  LeCompte,  spoke 
about  the  Alaska  Methodist  College 
and  the  “1000  Club”.  Rev.  John 
Kellog  spoke  briefly  about  the 
Methodist  Youth  work,  especially 
in  the  Sub-Districts. 

During  the  program,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Townsend  introduced  all  new  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  district,  assigned  by  the 
recent  session  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  presented  a 
schedule  of  apportionments  and 
askings  for  the  charges  of  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

Refreshments  were  served  to  the 
group  by  the  women  of  Wesley 
Methodist  Church.— Minn*  S.  Rob¬ 
ertson 


HOMECOMING  AT 
FIRST  CHURCH 
DeRIDDER 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder  celebrated  the  56th  year 
of  its  history  with  the  Annual 
Home-coming  on  Sunday,  June  24. 
Dr.  Oscar  E.  Sanden,  native  of  De¬ 
Ridder,  now  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
♦  terian  Warrendale  Church,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  was  the  guest  speaker.  He 
spoke  to  the  Wesley  Bible  Class  at 
9:45  a.m.  and  preached  at  11:00  a.m. 
and  at  7:30  p.m. 

Honor  guests  were  members  of 
the  Boards  of  Stewards  and  Trustees 
through  1940. 

A  display  of  records,  pictures, 

scrapbooks  and  oth^r  items  of  in¬ 
terest  was  held  in  Fellowship  Hall 
of  the  educational  building. 

A  basket  dinner  was  served  at 
noon. 
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Set-Up  Meeting  In  FIRST  CHURCH,  LAYFAYETTE,  PLANS 

Lake  Charles  District  BUILDING  PROGRAM 


The  Annual  Set-Up  Meeting  of 
the  District  stewards  and  ministers 
of  the_JL,ake  Charles  District  was 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  on  Monday  evening, 
June  18th.  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  host  pas¬ 
tor,  opened  the  dinner  meeting  with 
a  prayer  and  then  welcomed  the 
Reverend  Sam  Nader,  the  newly 
appointed  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District,  to  this 
area.  He  also  presented  him  with 
two  presents,  a  Sheaffer  fountain 
pen  and  a  beautiful  leather  List 
Finder. 

The  following'  new  ministers  to 
the  district  were  introduced:  Frank 
Stage  of  Elton;  E.  R.  Haug  of  Sul¬ 
phur;  Hubert  Gibbs  of  Oak  Park  in 
Lake  Charles;  Louis  Coppage  of 
First  Church  in' Lake  Charles;  and, 
Rex  Squyres  of  Westlake. 

The  District  Superintendent  gave 
a  devotional  message  on  the  theme 
of  what  he  hoped  the  churches  in 
his  district  would  be.  In  an  inspir¬ 
ing  talk  he  said  he  wopld  like  for 
them  to  be  a  spiritual  briefing  room, 
a  spiritual  refuge,  a  spiritual  clinic, 
and  a  spiritual  armory.  , 

As  he  spoke  in  terms  of  the 
church’s  importance  in  the  world, 
quite  apart  from  our  own  individual 
circumstances,  he  said  that  he  hoped 
the  churches  would  seek  to  keep 
alive  the  spirit  and  influence  of 
Jesus  in  the  entangled  affairs  of 
mankind. 

The  Reverend  Cleburne  Quaid, 
District  Missisnary  Sectary,  pre¬ 
sented  the  Alaskan  College  Project 
and  recommended  that  the  district 
accept  ten  percent  of  the  World  Ser¬ 
vice  askings  as  the  amount  to  be 
paid  each  year  for  the  next  five 
years.  .  The  recommendation  was 
unanimously  adopted.  Within  the 
next  five  years  $10,230  will  be  sent 
from  this  district  to  Alaska. 

All  of  the  “askings”  for  the 
Churches  were  presented,  by  Mr. 
Nader  and  then  adopted  by  the  dis¬ 
trict.  The  World  Service  Askings 
have  been  accepted  and  oversub¬ 
scribed.  The  Lake  Charles  District 
will  give  $20,920  to  this  cause  in 
the  new  conference  year. 

A  report  was  given  by  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Jack  Winegeart  on  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  McNeese  College. 
Mr.  Winegeart  pointed  out  that  at 
the  last  District  Conference  it  had 
been  agreed  that  a  new  building 
had  to  be  built  and  that  an  amount 
equal  to  four  percent  of  the  pastors’ 
salaries  was  to  go  toward  the  new 
construction. 

The  1000  Club  was  presented  by 
the  District  Superintendent  and  em¬ 
phasized.  A  membership  of  215  was 
setfas  a  goal. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  with 
a  prayer  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gibbs, 
former  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District.  —  Cle¬ 
burne  W.  Quaid,  Secretary 


SOUTH  CENTRAL 
JURISDICTIONAL 
CONFERENCE,  NEW 
ORLEANS,  JUNE  28  -  JULY  2 

(Continued  jrom  page  i) 
bert  Gatlin,  Paragould;  lay,  Dr.  Matt 
L.  Ellis,  Conway,  Charles  A.  Stuck, 
Jonesboro,  Charles  Shiveley,  Forrest 
City,  Jim  Wiseman,  Searcy,  Mrs.  E. 
G.  Kaetzell,  Searcy,  Nels  Barnett, 
Batesville,  Clay  Bumpers,  Wabash, 
Howard  Waggoner,  Fayetteville. 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
reserve  delegates  are,  ministers,  Dr. 
Fred  G.  Roebuck,  Fort  Smith,  Rev. 
Otto  W.  Teague,  Forrest  City,  and 


YOUTH  WEEK  AT 
FIRST  CHURCH,  GUEYDAN 

Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pastor  of 
the  Lake  Arthur  Methodist  Church 
and  director  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  McNeese  College,  brought 
the  messages  at  Youth  Week  services 
at  th$  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Gueydan  the-  week  of  June  17. 

The  activities  of  the  week  were 
in  charge  of  The  young  people  of 
the  church.  A  revival  service  was 
held  each  evening,  followed  by 
study  and  discussion  meetings. 
Youth  interests  and  problems  were 
discussed. 

A  banquet  was  held  on  Friday 
evening. 

Rev.  Sidney  A.  Seegars  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 


Munich,  Germany  (RNS)<r-West 
Germans  have  made  three  new  con¬ 
tributions  of  equipment  for  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  'World  Peace  Memo¬ 
rial  church  at  Hiroshima,  Japan, 
where  the  first  atomic  bomb  was 
exploded. 

The  Bavarian  government  do¬ 
nated  a  Communion  rail,  the  City 
of  Munich  a  pulpit,  and  the  village 
of  Oberammergad,  site  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Passion  Play,  a  full-sized 
crucifix. 


Rev.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Searcy;  lay, 
Mrs.  W.  Henry  Goodloe,  North  Little 
Rock,  R.  W.  Greggs,  Fort  Smith,  and 
Boyd  Johnson,  Green  Porest. 


The  First  Methodist  '  Church  of 
Lafayette  on  Sunday,  June  10,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  11:00  o’clock  service  in 
church  conference  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  a  building  program  which 
includes  the  building  of  a  new  edu¬ 
cational  building  and  sanctuary. 
The  program  includes  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  an  elevator.  On  the  same 
day  the  Official  Board  in  tegular 
session  approved  the  program. 

S.  P.  Almand  of  Little  Rock  has 
been  employed  as  architect  and  he 
will  be  assisted  by  W.  F.  Bowen  of 
Lafayette.  Basic  plans  have  been 
approved  by  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  fund  raising  will  be  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  Board  of  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Peal  estate  for  the  new 
building  has  been  purchased  back 
of  the  present  building  at  a  cost  of 
$25,000.  James  W.  Bean,  Lafayette 
attorney  is  chairman  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee.  The  estimated  cost 
of  the  building  program  is  $200,000. 

The  parsonage  has  had  some  im¬ 
provements.  Carpeting  has  been 
placed  in  the  living  room  and  hall¬ 
way.  New  curtains,  lamps,  tables 
and  sofa  covers  have  been  added. 
A  new  General  Electric  air-condi¬ 
tioning  and  central  heating  system 
was  completed  last  week. 

Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  pastor  of 
the  church.^' 


MY  CHURCH 

•  By  JESSY  MYERS,  Member. Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 

Carrollton  is  my  Church — I  belong  to  it — it  is  part  of  me. 

My  Church  gives  me  many  things.  It  gives  me  friends  to  share  in  joys  and  sorrows. 

It  gives  me  pleasure-that  of  fellowship  with  others  who,  like  myself,  seek  something 
of  the  Infinite. 

It  gives  me  comfort  and  cheer  when  the  way  seems  rough. 

It  gives  me  strength  to  go  on  when  I  am  weakest. 

It  gives  me  work  as  my  share  in  God’s  overall  plan  for  us  all. 

Because  I  am  part  of  this  Church,  it  needs  me-the  very  best  that  I  can  give  it 

It  needs  my  presence-1  ought  to  attend  regularly  all  its  services,  and  take  part  in 
its  activities.  I  should  avail  myself  of  the  added  comfort  and  msp, ration  of  its  pe 
and  quiet  during  my  busy  week. 

It  needs  my  support-financial-yes-to  the  very  best  of  my  ability-but  of  even 
more  importanee,  my  wholehearted  support  of  its  program. 

It  needs  my  earnest  cooperation  in  all  things.  If  I  am  -Ssked  to  serve  or.  • 
committee  I  should  keep  an  open  mind,  and  be  willing  to  admit  that  the  other 
idea  is  at  least  as  good  as  mine,  if  not  better.  / 

,f  ,  am  not  on  a  committee  or  policy  making  group,  I  should  be  interested  enough 
to  ask  questions  and  have  thoughtful  discussions  with  those  who  are.  After  all,  J 
Church?  and  unless  the  board  members  and  committee  members  know  my  opinions 
feel  my  interest  they  cannot  adequately  represent  me. 

srj,  r  ssr  rrjrzrz: 

personal  preferences. 

As  a  lay  person,  connected  with  only  this  Church,  I  cannot  possibly  know  al  ^ 
ways  in  which  to  better  my  Church-.  must  accept  the  guidance  and  leadership  ^  ^ 
one  person  who,  from  experience  in  many  churches,  has  a  better  oyer-al 
church  matters— my  minister. 

I  must  remember  that  every  organization  periodically  needs  th®  8t""uJ“®  °  jn  a]l 
people  their  experience  and  ideas-and  I  must  be  willing  to  make  room  for 
the  activities  of  the  church,  even  though  it  means  stepping  aside  myself. 

,f  |  love  my  Church  as  I  should,  I  will  want  it  to  grow-spiritually,  ••  s#, 

physically;  however,  unless  I,  too,  grow  spiritually  I  cannot  expect  my  Church 

The  Church  itself  is  the  main  source  of  my  spiritual  growth;  only  by  regu  ( 
attendance  at  Sunday  School  and  church,  and  the  study  of  church  literature, 
derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  it.  When  I  begin  to  grow,  the  influence  of  my 
begins  to  spread,  and  my  Church  becomes  truly  great.  <  ^ 

Therefore,  it  is  up  to  me  to  be  a  willing  worker;  certain'y  to  the  best  o 
abilities,  in  this  small  sphere  of  Christian  work,  ready  to  give  my  best  to 
who  has  given  me  my  Church. 

ARKANSAS  METHODIST  -  THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^ 


South  Central  Jurisdictional  Workshop 

Vs 


34  STUDENTS  ON 
DEAN’S  LIST 


One  hundred  four  attended  the 
tenth  annual  South  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Recreation  Workshop  held 
April  22-27,  at  Camp  Egan,  Tahle- 
quah,  Oklahoma.  Those  in  the  work¬ 
shop  said  this  year’s  program  was 
one  of  the  most  helpful  to  date. 
Twenty-three  attended  from  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area. 

They  are  shown  in  the  picture  as 
follows:  first  row,  left  to  right,  Jim 
Lamberson,  Shreveport;  Don  Barnes, 
Baton  Rouge;  Nancy  Bruton,  New 
Orleans;  Herschel  McClurkin,  Ft. 
Smith;  Wilson  Walker,  Pine  Bluff; 
Second  row,  1.  to  r.,  Paul  Griffin, 
Shreveport;  George  Tanner,  Little 
Rock;  Mrs.  Martha  Faulkner,  Little 


Rock;  Winston  Faulkner,  Little 
Rock;'  Mrs.  Ella  Owens,  Pine  Bluff; 
Mrs.  Nell  Rickey,  Conway;  Henry 
Rickey,  Conway;  George  Wayne 
Martin,  N.  Little  Rock.  Back  row, 
1.  to  r.,  Mrs.  Raymond  A.  Dorman, 
Wilson,  W.  W.  Barrow,  Wilmar;  Bill 
Connell,  Clinton;  Mrs.  Joyce  Con¬ 
nell,  Clinton;  Earl  Hughes,  Ft. 
Smith;  Worth  Gibson,  Gentry;  John 
Hassler,  Magnolia;  Raymond  A. 
Dorman,  Wilson. 

Mrs.  Wilson  Walker,  Pine  Bluff, 


and  Robert  Gill,  Walnut  Ridge  at¬ 
tended  the  workshop  but  were  not 
present  when  the  picture  was  made. 
—  Raymond  A.  Dorman,  reporter 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 
SET-UP  MEETING 


The  Batesville  District  set-up 
meeting  was  held  in  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Batesville  with  Rev. 
R.  E.  Connell,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  in  charge.  Rev.  John  Bayliss 
led  in  prayer.  The  following  new 
ministers  in  the  district  were  intro¬ 
duced:  Rev.  John  Bayliss,  Rev.  W. 

M.  Womack,  Rev.  John  Sandage, 
Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  Rev.  A.  S. 
Aist. 

Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley  and  Rev  A. 

N.  Storey  were  present  and  address- 


250  Years  Of  Sunday  School  Attendance 


Thirty-four  students  earned  a 
place  on  the  Dean’s  List  for  super¬ 
ior  work  during  the  spring  semes¬ 
ter  at  Hendrix  College,  Dean  W.  G. 
Buthman  announced.  Requirements 
for  making  the  Dean’s  List  include 
at  least  a  B  plus  average  in  all 
work  taken  during  the  semester. 

Those  on  the  list  are  Jim  Arm¬ 
strong  of  Little  Rock,  Annette  Ban- 
dour  of  Wynne,  Howard  Bailey  of 
Blytheville,  Judy  Brannon  of  Pig- 
gott,  Judy  Briant  of  Ashdown,  Wal¬ 
ter  Browne  of  Conway,  Richard 
Byrd  of  Newport,  Kelsy  Cap  linger 
of  Fordyce,  Tom  Cook  of  Fort 
Smith,  Bob  Darrell  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
Ann  Eubanks  of  Fort  Smith,  Kay 
Farris  of  Fort  Smith,  Ann  Foster 
of  Par-kdale,— Steve  Hill  of  Blythe¬ 
ville,  Turner  Hogan  of  Conway, 
Janice  Johnson  of  Blytheville, 


George  Kamp  of  Conway,  Paul 
Lecky  of  El  Dorado,  Honor  Lyford 
of  Conway,  Gloria  Mason  of  North 
Little  Rock,  Robert  Nelson  of  North 
Little  Rock,  Mary  Lou  Nipper  of 
Camden,  L.  M.  Phillips  of  North 
Little  Rock,  George  and  John  Pike 
of  DeWitt,  Gene  Pynes  of  El  Do¬ 
rado,  Joe  Robbins  of  Conway,  Rob¬ 
ert  Rorex  of  El  Dorado,  George  Ros¬ 
enthal  of  Little  Rock,  Sherry  Sager 
of  Gillett,  James  Slaughter  of  Little 
Rock,  Joe  Stroud  of  McGehee,  Jirri 
Westbrook  of  Camden  and  Jack 
Wilson  of  DeQueen. 


The  only  way  by  which  we  can 
save  millions  of  human  lives  and 
our  civilization  is  the  way  of  a  deep 
moral  and  social  reform  based  on 
the  eternal  truths  .  .  .  conceived  by 
the  ancient  stoics  and  by  the  mod¬ 
ern  humanists.  —  Boris  Gourevitch, 
The  Road  to  Peace  and  to  Moral 
Democracy  (International  Universi¬ 
ties) 


A  Layman  Speaks  On  World  Service 
At  Little  Rock  Conference  ' 


ed  the  meeting.  Dr.  Brumley  spoke 
on  “The  Local  Church.”  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Storey  called  attention  to  the 
Rural  Seminary  to  be  held  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas  in  February; 
the  Group  Ministry  plan  and  the 
Stewardship  of  Finance.' 

The  District  Superintendent  made 
a  strong  plea  for  an  adequate  sup¬ 
port  of  the  program  for  Conference 
Benevolences  and  World  Service. 
The  ministers  and  the  District  Ste¬ 
wards  voted  to  accept  the  increase 
apportioned  for  these  items.  —  H. 
W.  Jinske,  District  Reporter 


(Photo  by  Sniders) 

These  five  men  are  veterans  of  the  Men’s  Jiible  Class  of  the  Fiist 
Methodist  Church  at  Camden.  They  represent  over  250  years  of  Sunday 
School  attendance,  most  of  which  was  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Camden.  They  are  left  to  right':  W.  J.  May,  N.  S.  Thornton,  Meek  Bird, 
Tom  Morton  and  Charlie  Barnes.  Mr.  Thornton  is  the  veteran  of  the  gioup 
with  60  years  attendance.  These  five  were  honored  on  Father  s  Day  at 
the  Men’s  Bible  Class. 


I  was  asked  to  make  a  few  re¬ 
marks  as  one  of  the  lay  members  of 
the  World  Service  and  Finance 
Commission.  This  Commission  con¬ 
sists  'of  six  lay  members  of  our 
churches  and  five  ministers,  and 
the  report  you  have  just  heard  read 
by  the  Secretary  of  our  Commis¬ 
sion  was  enthusiastically  endorsed 
by  the  lay  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mission.  The  Commission  has  done 
a  good  deal  of  work  on  this  and  the 
lay  delegates  always  were  able  to 
out  vote  the  ministers,  when  it  was 
necessary,  which  hardly  ever  hap¬ 
pened;  however,  occasionally  we 
did  so.  We  had  our  say  about  what 
was  going  on  and  I  think  that  the 
program  that  i  s  being  sponsored 
and  that  we  are  recommending  is 
something  that  we  will  all  be  proud 
of.  While  we  have  considerably  in¬ 
creased  our  request  for  World 
Service,  I  believe  that  you  will  not 
only  accept  this  recommendation, 
but  will  ckf  so  enthusiastically,  as 
you  will  want  to  have  a  part  in 
this  great  program  being  sponsored 
by  your  church. 

From  every  dollar  that  you  give 
to  World  Service,  a  certain  part  of 
it  will  go  to  mission  -work,  the  ed¬ 
ucating  of  the  younger  ministers, 
youth  conference  promotion,  min¬ 
isterial  training  and  student  work, 
the  Arkansas  Methodist, 'the  Meth¬ 
odist  Orphanage  Home,  Lay  Activ¬ 
ities,  Evangelism  and  many  other 
worth-while  projects. 

I  do  not  think  that  when  we  go 
back  to  our  own  church  that  we 
should  compare  it  with  some  other 
church.  For  instance,  your  church 
with  the  Arkadelphia  church  or  the 
Hot  Springs  church,  asking  your¬ 
self  the  question  “What  should  we 
do?”  We  should  never  compare  our 
own  giving  with  that  of  some  other 
person,  who  might  not  be  willing^ 
to  carry  his  full  share  —  but  settle 
that"  with  you  and  your  Maker. 
k  I  wonder  how  many  of  us  ever 
really  take  an  inventry  of  our¬ 
selves.  I  have  a  tdifferent  times.  — 

I  was  taking  an  inventory  of  my¬ 
self  just  last  night,  and  I  was  made 
to  remember  a  story  that  I  heard 
when  I  was  a  boy.  You  have  prob¬ 
ably  heard  the  story  too,  but  it 
certainly  struck  home  to  me.  “A 
man  was  in  the  woods  hunting, 
when  suddenly  it  started  raining. 
He  found  a  hollow  log  and  crawled 
inside  the  log  for  shelter;  it  con¬ 
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tinued  to  rain  for  sometime,  .and 
when  the  man  looked  back  he  saw 
that  the  hollow  end  was  closing  in 
on  him  and  the  opening  was  al¬ 
ready  so  small  that  he  could  not 
get  out.  He  tried  to  pray  and  was 
having  trouble  getting  the  Lord  to 
listen  to  him;  then,  he  began  to 
think  of  some  of  the  things  that  he 
had  done  -  looking  forward  to  get¬ 
ting  credit  for  them.  Then  he 
thought  of  the  past  Sunday,  when 
is  wife  had  asked  him  for  a  dollar 
to  put  in  the  church  collection,  and 
he  had  refused  to  give  it  to  her. 
Recalling  this  incident  made  him 
feel  so  small  that  he  was  able  to 
slip  through  the  little  hole.”  I  won¬ 
der  how  many  of  us,  if  we  would 
really  take  an  inventory  of  our¬ 
selves  would  be  able  to  slip  out 
through  a  pretty  smal)  hole. 

Now,  I  do  hope  that  you,  as  lay 
members  of  our  church,  ,will  go 
back  home  coftfeidering  this,  as  a 
part  of  our  program.  While  our 
ministers  have  been  of  a  great 
value  to  us,  it  is  up  to  us,  as  lay 
members,  to  put  this  program  over. 
Do  not  fail  to  tell  your  congrega¬ 
tion  what  this  money  is  going  for  - 
who  it  is  helping,  and  I  believe  that 
when  the  good  members  of  our 
churches  realize  how  this  money 
will  be  spent,  that  they  will  not 
only  accept  this  program,  but.  will 
be  anxious  to  become  a  part  of  it. 
— John  H.  Lookadoo 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 
YOUTH  ASSEMBLY 


Pictured  above  are  the  newly  elected  members  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Confecence  Youth  Council  for  1956-1957.  They  were  elected  at  '  the  Youth 
Assembly,  June  5-9,  and  presented  at  the  Youth  Night  program,  June  16,  at 
the  121st  session  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference.  Firsfr  row,  left  to  right: 
Mary  Dodgen,  Jonesboro,  treasurer;  Martha  Nan  McKinney,  Fayetteville, 
secretary;  Mary  Mathis,  North  Little  Rock,  chairman  Christian  Witness; 
Jackie  Jones,  Mountain  View,  chairman  Christian  Outreach;  Peggy  Parks, 
Jonesboro,  chairman  Christian  Fellowship.  Second  row,  left  to  right:  Rev. 
Pryor  Cruce,  Newport,  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Work;  Logan  Cothern, 
Bald  Knob,  president;  Harold  Wells,  Bald  Knob,  vice-president;  David  Teague, 
Forrest  City,  chairman  Christian  Faith;  Don  Franks,  Forrest  City,  chairman, 
Christian  Citizenship;  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Conway,  Conference  Executive 
Secretary. 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Rice 

The  Rice  Sub-District  met  on 
June  10  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Crowley,  La. 

Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir  was  the 
speaker  and  installed  the  following 
officers:  Jesse  Hoffpauir,  Jr.,  Crow¬ 
ley,  president;  Judy  Hebert,  Rayne, 
vice-president;  Judy  Wiggins,  Kap¬ 
lan,  secretary;  Judy  Atkinson, 
Ebenezer,  treasurer,  and  Charlene 
Rue,  Crowley,  publicity  chairman. 

The  group  went  on  record  as  op¬ 
posing  the  bill  to  reopen  bars  on 
Sunday.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the 
senators  and  representatives  urging 
them  to  use  their  influence  in  the 
matter. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
September  9  in  Ebenezer. 

A  recreation  period  was  held  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting  and  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lowell  Rue,  counselors  of  the  group. 
— Reporter 


Arkansas  Valley 

The  Arkansas  Valley  Sub-District 
held  its  June  meeting  on  Monday, 
June  11,  at  Clarksville  with  51  pres¬ 
ent. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed  for  next  year:  President,  Johnny 
McElroy,  Ozark;  vice-president,  Ed¬ 
ward  Kinser,  Hartman;-  secretary, 
Sandy  Beardee,  Mulberry;  treasur¬ 
er,  Jimmy  Epperson,  Clarksville; 
publicity  chairman  Mary  Ann 
Krohn,  Clarksville,  and  counselors, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Stokes,  Ozark. 

Billy  Chambers  talked  on  the 
history  of  Shores  Lake  Camp.  Dr. 
Paul  Bumpers,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Clarksville, 
spoke  briefly. 

A  film  was  shown  on  “The  MY- 
Fund  and  You”. 

Refreshments  were  served  in  the 
rumpus  room.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  at  Mulberry  on  July  9. — 
Mary  Ann  Kroh,  Publicity  Chair¬ 
man 


The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Youth  Assembly  was  held  on  June 
5-9  in  Conway  on  the  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  campus  with  Paul  Lamberth, 
president,  presiding.  Rev.  Pryor 
Cruce  of  Newport  was  director  of 
the  Assembly.  One  hundred  fifteen 
young  people  and  16  adult  staff 
members  were  in  attendance. 

Several  of  the  adult  workers  from 
the  conference  were  teachers  of  the 
classes  _on  the  theme  “The  Life  of 
Jesus.” 

Logan  Cothern,  vice-president, 
led  the  group  each  morning  in 
morning  devotions. 

The  following  workshops  were 
held  in  the  afternoon  which  the 
delegates  could  choose  to  attend: 
MYFund,  Mary  Dodgen;  Citizenship 
and  World  Peace,  Margaret  Whistle; 
Effective  Worship,  Martha  Jane 
Womack;  The  Christian  Witness 
Mission,  Mary  Pauline  Jones;  Bet¬ 
ter  Fellowship,  Robert  Gill;  Adult 
Workers  With  Youth,  Pryor  R. 
Cruce;  Improving  the  Council,.  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Officer,  Paul  Lamberth, 
Logan  Cothern. 

Martha  Jane  Womack  led  evening 
vespers  each  day. 

In  the  evening  a  variety  of  origi¬ 
nal  programs  was  presented.  Tues¬ 
day  evening  the  council  presented  a 
skit  on  what  the  council  had  been 
doing  and  what  the  conference  had 
done  during  the  past  year.  This 
program  was  such  a  success  that  it 
was  presented  again  on  Youth  Night 
at  the  North  Arkansas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Wednesday  evening  Mary 
Pauline  Jones  led  an  impressive 
program  on  Christian  Witness  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Thursday  evening  Julia  Anderson 
presented  a  skit  on  the  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  the  Sub-District  Council. 
The  final  program  was  on  the  MY¬ 
Fund.  A  number  of  testimonies  were 
given  on  what  the  MYFund  is  do¬ 
ing  to  help  people  in  foreign  lands 
as  well  as  the  needy  in  the  U.S. 
Mary  Dodgen,  conference  treasurer, 
made  a  challenge  to  all  the  Sub- 
Districts  to  promote  the  MYFund  in 
a  greater  way. 

Robert  Gill,  Fellowship  chairman, 
led  recreation  each  evening. 

The  highlight  of  the  Assembly 
came  when  the  new  officers  were 


Young  People  Speak  Out  Against 
Gambling 


The  following  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  delegates  to  the  Little 
Rock  Annual  Conference  Camp 
from  the  Arkadelphia  District  re- 


MYF  HAS  OUTING 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Griffin  Memorial  Methodjst 
Church,  Paragould,  had  a  potluck 
supper  at  Mitchell’s  cabin  on  Tues¬ 
day  night,  June  12.  The  girls  brought 
the  eats  and  the  boys  bought  the 
drinks. 

Attending  were  21  members  and 
five  guests. 

Martha  Dollins  was  in  charge  of 
recreation.  A  Friendship  Circle  was 
formed  and  songs  sung.  > 

The  MYF  benediction  closed  the 
meeting. — Reporter  N 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 
INSTALLS  OFFICERS 

The  Little  Rock  District  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  met  re¬ 
cently  at  Hendrix  College,  Conway, 
and  elected  the  following  officers: 

President,  Bob  Axtell;  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  John  Ross;  secretary,  Beth 
Highfill;.  treasurer,  Penny  Hicks; 
publicity  chairman,  Marcia  Adkins; 
Power  and  Concern  representative, 
Stephen  O’Kelly.  Program  Area 
chairmen  are:  Fellowship,  Linda 
Nipper  and  Joyce  Gentry;  Faith, 
Ann  Trieschmann;  Outreach,  Lyn- 
ette  Cook;  Witness,  Ronnie  Avery 
and  Citizenship,  Janet  Golbek.  The 
installation  service  was  held  in  the 
college  chapel. — Reporter 


inducted  at  a  candlelight  ceremony 
on  Friday  night.  Each  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  was  challenged  by  the  outgo¬ 
ing  president  in  using  the  familiar 
words  of  Jesus,  “Ye  are  the  light  of 
the  world — now  let  your  light  shine 
before  men.” 

At  the  Annual  Conference  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  appointed  as  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Directors  of  the  Conference: 
Batesville  District,  Gerald  Hajnmet; 
Conway  District,  Robert  A.  Simp¬ 
son;  Fayetteville  District,  Worth 
Gibson;  Forrest  City  District,  Gaith¬ 
er  McKelvey;-  Ft.  Smith  District, 
Robert  Sessions;  Jonesboro  District, 
Ben  F.  Jordan;  Searcy  District,  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Connell;  Paragould  District, 
James  Beal. — Harold  Wells,  Vice- 
president. 


garding  gambling  and  horse-racing. 
They  state:  . 

These  two  issues  will  come  up  in 
the  electiohs  in  November  and  we 
want  to  do  all  we  can  to  defeat  the 
move  started  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Hot  Springs  to  make 
horse-racirjg  legal  by  a  Constitu¬ 
tional  Amendment  and  pari-mutuel 
betting  in  Hot  Springs. 

We  realize  that  we  are  not  old 
enough  to  vote,  so  all  we  can  do  is 
let  the  people  know  how  we  feel 
about  ^  these  issues  and  hope  and 
pray  lhat  we  may  influence  them 
in  making  the  decision  that  will  be 
best  for  the  future  of  Arkansas. 

We,  as  Christian  young  people  and 
as  young  Methodists,  have  realized 
the  evils  of  gambling  and  horse¬ 
racing  and  we  feel  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  do  everything  in  our  power 
to  get  rid  of  these  evils.  This  is  the 
reason  that  we  have  drawn  up  the 
following  resolution: 

RESOLVED: 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowships  of  the 
Arkadelphia  District  of  the  Methodist 
Church  hereby  take  a  stand  against  all 
forms  of  gambling  on  any  level  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1.  It  is  against  the  will  of  God. 

2.  It  is  positively  against  the  teachings 
„  of  Christ  who  taught  stewardship  of  our 

possessions  to  our  Creator. 

3.  It  lowers  the  moral  standards  of  the 
individual  person  and  also  the  moral  stand¬ 
ards  of  a  group. 

4.  'It  causes  financial  difficulties  in  fam¬ 
ilies  and  frequently  broken  homes. 
WHEREAS  certain  groups  in  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas,  are  trying  to  legalize  horse¬ 
racing  in  Hot  Springs,  we  definitely  take 
a  stand  against  this  movement  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1.  It  is  impossible  for  the  state  to  legal¬ 
ize  any  sin  that  is  positively  against  the 
teachings  of  our  God. 

f.  If  Hot  Springs  were  the  only  place 
in  Arkansas  with  gambling  and  horse¬ 
racing,  Hot  Springs  would  soon  become 
an  unfit  place  to  live. 

THEREFORE,  we,  the  youth  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Arkadelphia  District, 
which  includes  Hot  Springs,  realizing  that 
the  above  issues  will  come  up  in  the  next 
election,  voice  our  opinions  in  these  issues 
with  the  hope  that  we  may  influence  the 
voters  and  people  of  Arkansas  to  make 
Arkansas  a  better  place  in  which  to  live 
by  voting  against  the  horse-racing  in  Hot 
Springs  and  other  forms  of  gambling  in 
the  state. — David  Cavnor,  president,  Patri¬ 
cia  Rhynehart,  secretary 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


EVANGELISTS 
Brady  and  Irene  Cook 
Revivals  with  emphasis 
on  Spiritual  Life 

Mailing  address  —  P.O.  Box  2763 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 


415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 


1  “In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district" 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  JULY  8,  1956 

JESUS  IS  THE  SON  OF  GOD 

READ  CHAPTERS  1,  2  and  3  OF  THE  BOOK  OF 
HEBREWS  x 

Memory  Selection:  He  hath  spoken  to  us  by  his  son 
.  .  .  (Hebrews  1:2)  '  , 


This  is  the  second  lesson  in  Unit 
I  under  the  general  subject, 
jundations  of  Faith.  The  Book 
r  Hebrews,  as  it  contents  repeated- 
'  indicate,  was  written  to  bring 
jth,  courage  and  a  Christian  stabil- 
y  to  its  readers  in  one  of  the  most 
ying  times  of  the  early  church, 
his  it  endeavored  to  do  by  estab- 
shing  in  the  minds  of  its  readers 
ie  fact  that  the  Christ  whom  they 
ere  worshipping,  serving  and  mak- 
,g  sacrifices  for  was,  in  truth,  the 
jn  of  God. 

The  date  of  this  writing  is  not 
itirely  clear.  Scholars  plaCe  the 
me  of  writing  somewhere  between 
)  and  90  A.  D.  More  uncertain  than 
ie  date  of  writing  is  its  author, 
everal  different  people  have  been 
Bmed  by  early  writers  as  the  auth- 
including  the  names  of  Luke, 
ul,  Baranabas  and  some  others, 
owever,  there  is  little  of  anything 
ithin  the  book  itself  that  suggests 
s  author  and  little  in  any  other 
ritings  that  are  conclusive  as  to 
jthorship. 

Hebrews  seems  to  have  been  writ- 
in  more  especially  for  the  Christian 
:ws;  hence  the  repeated  references 
i  the  Old  Testament,  to  Jewish  rit- 
al,  Jewish  beliefs  and  Jewish  forms 
!  worship.  Like  1st  Peter,  this  book 
as  written  to  Christians  who,  at 
ie  time  were  suffering  great  per- 
icution.  The  persecution,  begun  by 
ero  in  64  A.D.,  was  more  or  less  a 
;fense  mechanism.  He  was  trying 
i  divert  attention  from  himself  as 
ie  one  accused  of  causing  the  great 
re  at  Rome,  to  the  Christians  whom 
accused  .  of  starting  the  fire, 
■ence  the  persecution  under  Nero, 
Hough  heartless  and  cruel  as  one' 
ould  imagine,  was  spasmodic  and 
itermittent.  The  persecution  of 
■hristians  under  Emperor  Domitian, 
ho  likely  was  ruling  when  He- 
ews  was  written,  was  a  methodic, 
'stematic,  continuous  effort  to  des- 
■°y  Christianity.  About  this  time  it 
scame  a  crime  for  merchants  to 
h  to  Christians  in  an  effort  to 
Jarve  them  into  submission.  A 
rhristian  had  no  standing  or  rights 
n  the  courts  of  the  day,  either  as 
\  witness  or  in  any  appeal  he  might 
Pahe  to  the  courts.  Instead  they 
’ere  automatically  condemned  if  it 
J[as  established  that  they  were 
hristian.  Their  property  was  con¬ 
gested  under  the  slightest  pretext, 
hese  were  but  a  few  of  the  in¬ 
anities  they  suffered. 

Cod  Revealed  in  Various  Ways 

Since  Hebrews  was  written  to 
"Hristians  with  a  Jewish  back- 
P’ound,  the  writer  bases  his  appeal 
'ommonly  accepted  facts  in  Jew¬ 
's  i  history  an(i  shows  that  these 
■  r*y  experiences  of  Old  Testament 
es  were  but  stepping  stones  to 
larger,  better,  finer  privileges 
1  pK  e<*  ky  Christians.  The  Book  of 
rews;  and  our  lesson  of  today, 
ns  with  a  reminder  of  the  fact 


that  God  had  at  many  times  and 
places  and  in  many  ways  revealed 
himself  to  their  fathers, ,  through 
angels,  and  other  Jewish  leaders. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  note 
that  God  never  appeared  twice  in 
the  same  form  as  He  revealed  Him¬ 
self  to  people.  He  appeared  as  a 
burning  bush  to  Moses.  He  was  a 
cloud  by  day  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by 
night  as  He  led  the  children  of 
Israel  toward  the  Promised  Land. 
He  spoke  to  Israel  out  of  a  storm- 
cloud  accompanied  by  lightning 
and  thunder.  He  was  a  still  small 
•voice  as  He  spoke  to  Elijah.  He  was 
a  vision  of  holiness  and  majesty  as 
He  appeared  to  Isaiah  dn  the  tem¬ 
ple.  He  was  a  consuming  fire  as  he 
burned  Elijah’s  sacrifice  on  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel.  At  the  baptism  of  Jesus  He  was 
a  voice  and  a  dove.  If  God  had  al¬ 
ways  appeared  in  the  same  form, 
people  would  likely  have  been  mak¬ 
ing  images  of  that  form,  whatever 
it  might  have  been,  and  worshipping 
it  instead  of  God  the  Spirit. 

In  These  Last  Days 

It  seemed  to  be  a  common  belief 
among  New  Testament  writers  that 
the  time  was  short  and  that  the 
end  of  the  world  was  very  near.  In 
the  first  letter  to  the  Thessalonians 
Paul  indicated  that  Christ  would  be 
coming  back  while  he  and  those  to 
whom  he  wrote  were  still 
alive.  Apparently  some  quit  work 
thinking  work  futile  with  the  end 
so  near.' In  his  second  letter  he  told 
them  that  “if  any  would  not  work, 
neither  should  he  eat.”  In  1st  John 
the  writer  says  “We  know  it  is  the 
last  time.”  (1st  John  1:18)  Without 
question  most  New  Testament  writ¬ 
ers  thought  they  were  living  in  the 
evening  of  time. 

It  is  true,  of  course,  that  this  world 
might  end  in  this  generation.  Man 
now  has  at  his  command  powers 
that  could  destroy  the  world  and, 
from  reports,  is  making  it  uninhabi¬ 
table  in  some  places  now.  Some 
great  cataclysmic  power  of  nature, 
run  wild,  might  destroy  our  little 
world.  The  Christians  know,  also, 
that  the  God  who  made  the  millions 
of  stars  and  planets  about  us  could 
will  the  end  of  our  little  earth  at 
any  time'  He  might  choose.  Regard¬ 
less  of  the  fact  that  it  is  possible 
for  our  world  to  be  brought  to  an 
end  in  more  ways  than  one,  we 
should  not  be  disturbed  by  the 
teachings  of  some  today  who  say, 
without  qualifications,  that  we  are 
now  living  in  the  “last  days."  It  is 
certainly  nothing  new  to  liear  such 
predictions.  It  has  been  going  on 
for  2,000  years.  When  we  hear  pres¬ 
ent-day  teachers  or  preachers  de¬ 
claring  with  such  finality  that  we 
are  now  in  the  “last  days”  of  time, 
we  should  just  remember  that  Jesus 
said,  “But  of  that  day  and  hour 
knoweth  no  man,  no,  not  even  the 
angels  of  heaven,  but  my  Father 
only.”  Hence  when  a  person  pro¬ 
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fesses  to  know  when  time  will  end 
he  must  be  presumptuous  enough  to 
profess  to  know  more  about  it  than 
the  angels  of  God  or  even  Jesus, 
Himself,  since  Jesus  said  nobody 
knows  but  the  Father. 

Christ  the  Final,  Supreme 
Revelation  of  God 

The  lesson  text  says  that  God 
“Hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto 
us  by  his  Son.”  Hebrews  was  written 
in  a  form  that  would  appeal  in  the 
strongest  way  to  Jewish  Christians. 
It  recognised  that  God  had  revealed 
Himself  to  their  fathers  through 
angels,  early  leaders  and  prophets 
of  Israel.  Now,  the  writer  says, 
God’s  revelation  is  complete  and 
final  through  a  Son. 

The  11th  chapter  of  Hebrews  has 
been  called  the  catalogue  of  Old 
Testament  saints.  Some  of  these 
heroes  of  Israel  were  martyrs.  While 
this  list  contained  the  names  of  the 
greatest  of  Jewish  leaders,  the  writ¬ 
er  places  Christ  who  had  sealed  His 
faith  — and  mission  by  His  sacrificial 
death,  high  over  all  as  a  revealer 
of  God.  In  Jewish  terminology,  he 
declares  that  Christ  is  our  High 
Priest  now  seated  at  the  right  hand 
of  God  to  make  intercession  for  us. 

The  key  word  to  an  understanding 
of  Hebrews  is  the  word  “better.” 
Christ  is  better  than  angels,  better 
than  Moses,  Aaron,  Joshua  and  the 
other  Old  Testament  saints.  The  new 
covenant  God  made  with  man 
through  Christ  is  better  than  the 
covenant  He  made  with  Abraham, 
and  better  than  the  Mosaic  govern¬ 
ment.  The  writer  tells  the  Christian 
Jews,  in  effect,  that  Christianity  is 
the  fulfillment,  the  capstone  of  all 
that  had  gone  before.  What  Hebrews 
said  to  the  world  of  that  day,  it 
says  just  as  pointedly  to  the  people 
of  our  day.  The  high  privileges  of 
the  Christian  religion  are  such  that 
we  should  never  grow  weary  of 
being  thankful  that  it  is  ours  to  live 
today  when  the  fuller  light  of  God’s 
revelation  shines  all  about  us.  Christ 
is  the  Son  of  God.  His  relation  to 
creation  in  the  beginning;  His  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Creator  —  God;  His 
relation  to  the  created  —  man  — 
as  his  Saviour,  all  give  evidence 
that  He  is  the  Son  of  God. 

Lest  We  Drift  Away 

In  the  second  scripture  selection 
for  today’s  lesson,  Hebrews  2:4,  we 
find  a  verse  which  has  long  been  a 
favorite  text  in  evangelistic  preach¬ 
ing.  We  have  all  heard  preachers 
use  it  and  some  of  us  have  used  it. 
It  reads,  “How  shall  we  escape  if 
we  neglect  such  a  great  salvation?” 
Times  on  end  this  scripture  verse 
has  been  used  as  the  basis  for  an 
appeal  to  unsaved  people,  as  if  it 
were  originally  written  for  them. 
We  have  warned  the  unsaved  about 
neglecting  salvation. 

The  fact  of  the  business  is  that 
these  words  were  written  to  the 
church,  the  Christian  Jews  whom 
the  writer,  in  Hebrews  3:1,  calls 
“Holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the 
heavenly  calling.”  These  words,  as 
originally  written,  are  not  a  call  to 
sinners  to  repent;  they  are  warning 
to  the  saints  lest  they  be  so  negli¬ 
gent  of  the  salvation  which  they 
have  experienced  as  Christians  as 
that  they  drift  away  from  it  and 
suffer  a  “just  recompense  of  re¬ 
ward”  for  their  disobedience. 

Despite  the  teachings  of  some 
that  it  is  impossible  to  be  lost,  if 
once  saved,  the  writer  of  Hebrews 
seems  to  be  warning  the  “Holy 
brethren”  against  just  such  a  possi¬ 
bility.  He  indicates  that  there  is  no 
escape  from  punishment  for  those 
who  have  known  Christ  and  through 


neglect  and  indifference  have  lost 
Him  out  of  their  lives. 

A  Danger  Greater  Than 
Persecution 

While  the  Book  of  Hebrews  was 
written  primarily  to  give  comfort 
and  courage  to  Christians  in  a  time 
of  great  persecution,  it  carries  %lso 
a  warning  of  danger,  even  to  the 
Christians  of  that  day,  which  held 
greater  threats  than  the  persecution 
they  were  suffering.  It  was  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  “at  ease  in  Zion;”  the 
danger  or  relaxing  and  treating 
lightly  the  plan  for  life  which  Christ 
had  made  possible  at  such  a  tre¬ 
mendous  cost. 

If  the  danger  of  laxness  and  in¬ 
difference  threatened  the  religious 
experience  of  Christians  in,  that 
early  day,  even  in  the  midst  of  per¬ 
secution,  how  much  greater  is  that 
danger  for  us  today,  when  there 
is  no  particular  pressure  from  ene¬ 
mies  to  keep  our  attention  on  re¬ 
ligion. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  the  church 
of  our  day  faces  no  greater  danger 
to  its  growth,  development  or  even 
its  survival  than  the  deadly, 
dwarfing,  deteriorating  results  of 
half-hearted,  careless,  indifferent 
living  by  professed  Christian  peo¬ 
ple.  The  church,  alive,  can  survive 
persecution  today  as  it  did  in  early 
days.  Religiously  awake,  it  can  sur¬ 
vive  the  onslaught  of  the  worst 
forms  of  sin  that  the  forces  of  evil 
can  throw  against  it.  So  long  as 
the  lives  of  Christian  people  are 
dedicated  to  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  the  mission  of  the  church,  and 
are  linked  to  a  power  divine,  there 
is  no  force  of  evil  that  can  success¬ 
fully  block  the  progress  of  the 
kingdom. 

Nevertheless,  the  greatest  handi¬ 
cap  the  church  has  suffered  since 
the  days  of  Constantine  who,  by 
his  edict,  flooded  the  church  with 
a  mass  of  people  who  were  official¬ 
ly  of  it  but  spiritually  knew  little 
or  nothing  of  its  spirit  and  life,  has 
been  that  group  within  the  church 
who  by  their  lives  have  so  discred¬ 
ited  the  church  as  to  make  its  work 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 

(Continued  from  page  15) 

more  difficult  and  in  places  all  but 
impossible. 

The  Christian  Should  "Grow 

*  In  Grace" 

Our  lesson  text  says,  "Therefore 
let  us  leave  the  elementary  doc¬ 
trines  of  Christ  and  go  on  to  ma¬ 
turity.”  In  other  words  Christians 
should  “grow  in  grace.”  Paul  talks 
of  “babes  in  Christ.”  When  we  en¬ 
ter  the  Christian  life  we  are  all,  in 
the  beginning,  babes  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  of  life.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
our  privilege  and  responsibility  to 
begin  right  there  a  natural,  normal 
development  in  Christian  living 
that  will  bring  us  to  Christian  ma¬ 
turity.  A  failure  at  this  point  is  one 
of  the  most  disappointing  failures 
that  can  come  to  a  professed  Chris¬ 
tian.  This  is  true  because  a  failure 
here  means  continuous  failure. 
Hence  our  relation  to  the  church 
becomes  a  nominal  relationship 
that  looks  for  no  greater  benefits 
than  social  prestige  and  good  fel¬ 
lowship. 

One  of  the  greatest  joys  that  can 
come  to  the  normal, home  is  the 
birth  of  a  baby.  However,  loving 
babies  and  their  baby  ways  as  we 
do,  one  of  the  greatest  tragedies 
than  can  happen  in  a  home  is  a 
baby  with  a  dwarfed,  stunted  de¬ 
velopment  of  body  or  mind.  By  just 
as  much  as  the  spiritual  is  more 
valuable  than  the  physical,  in  that 
proportion  is  a  dwarfed  life  more 
tragic  than  an  undeveloped  physical 
life.  If  early  Christians  .with  their 
zeal  and  consecration,  needed  the 
exhortation  to.  "go  on  to  maturity”, 
we  may  be  sure  that  we  need  it, 
who  must  live  our  lives  amidst  the 
most  perplexing,  bewildering  con¬ 
fusion  of  claims  on  our  time  and  in¬ 
terests  of  any  generation  of  any 
day. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 
FOR  JULY  15,  1956 
JESUS  IS  THE  SAVIOUR 
OF  MEN 

READ  HEBREWS  2nd,  4th  and 
5th  CHAPTERS  OF  HEBREWS.  ' 
MEMORY  SELECTION:  Being 
made  perfect,  he  became  the  source 
of  eternal  salvation  to  all  who  obey 
him.  (Hebrews  5:9) 

This  week  we  study  the  third  les¬ 
son  of  Unit  VI,  Foundations  of 
Faith.  Last  week  we  had  as  our 
lesson  subject,  Jesus  Is  The  Son  Of 
God.  That  fact  is  the  foundation 
stone  upon  which  Christian  faith 
has  always  rested  and  must  continue 
to  rest  if  it  is  to  have  real  meaning. 
If  we  were  learning  about- Christ 
for  the  first  time,  it  would  be  in¬ 
teresting  and  inspirational  to  know 
that  He  is  the  Son  of  God.  However, 
if  that«rvere  all  we  knew  about  Him, 
we  would  still  be  far  from  knowing 
the  kind  of  Christ  we  want  to  know. 

\  For  that  reason  it  is  quite  proper 
that  we  follow  the  study  of  the 
divinity  of  Jesus  with  a  lesson 
which  teaches  that  “Jesus  is  the 
Saviour  of  men.”  The  fact  that  the 
divine  Son  of  God  cares  for  us  and 
can,  and  is  willing  to  save  us  is  the 
heart  of  the  good  news  of  the  gospel. 
The  fact  that  we  believe  He  is  our 
personal  Saviour  gives  significance 
and  meaning  to  everything  else  we 
believe  about  Him. 

Christianity  Better  Than  Judaism 
While  the  Book  of  Hebrews  is  not 
so  easily  read  or  understood  as  some 
of  the  other  books  of  the  Bible, 
nevertheless  it  does  contain  the 
basic  truths  which  undergird  the 
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Christian  church.  Written,  as  it  was, 
to  people  whose  religious  back¬ 
ground  was  deeply  rooted  in  the 
old  Jewish  Church,  its  strong  ap¬ 
peal  was  in  picturing  to  them  the 
fact  that  Christianity  was  simply 
the  fulfillment  of  the  highest  hopes 
and  aspirations  of  Judaism. 

(1)  Hebrews  reveals  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  better  than  Judaism  be¬ 
cause  in  Christianity  the  symbols, 
the  forms  and  figures  of  speech  used 
in  the  Jewish  worship  are  no  longer 
needed.  They  are  unnecessary  be¬ 
cause  in  Christ  Jesus  they  have  be¬ 
come  realities  and  actualities.  The 
shadow  passes  but  the  real  sub¬ 
stance  remains.  Christianity  does 
not  in  any  sense  discredit  the  old 
Jewish  religion.  It  simply  substi¬ 
tutes  the  Real  for  the  unreal,  a 
Personality  for  a  prophecy. 

(2)  The  writer  of  Hebrews  de-' 
dares  that  Christianity  is  better 
than  Judaism  because  in  Christian¬ 
ity  blood  offerings,  and  sacrifices  of 
all  kinds,  which  were  such  a  vital 
part  of  the  Jewish  forms  of  worship, 
are  no  longer  necessary  since  Christ 
is  the  “Lamb  slain  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  world.”  Christ  was  the 
final,  complete  sacrifice  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world.  We  should  now, 
in  the  words  of  Paul,  “Present  our 
bodies  a  LIVING  sacrifice.” 

(3)  The  writer  presents  the  fact 
that  Christianity  is  better  than 
Judaism  because  in  Christianity  the 
elaborate,  incomplete  system  of 
worship  through  priests  and  High 
Priests  is  no  longer  necessary  since 
Christ  is  now  our  all-sufficient 
High  Priest. 

Difficulties  Early  Christian  Teachers 
Faced  , 

If  we  carefully  read  the  Book  of 
Hebrews  we  discover  th§  pains¬ 
taking  care  which  the  writer  seems 
-to  think  is  necessary  in  order  that 
he  might  present  a  form  of  religion 
and  a  manner  of  worship  so  com¬ 
plete  and  conclusive  that  it  could 
and  would  take  the  place  of  all  oth¬ 
er  forms  of  religion. 

He  presents  Christianity  as  the 
universal  religion  which  Jesus  plan¬ 
ned  it  to  be,  so  meaningful  and  ap¬ 
pealing  that  the  Jewish  religion,  the 
many  forms  of  heathen  religions  and 
those  without  religious  affiliations 
would  all  be  attracted  to  it.  We  will 
remember  that  it  was  Jesus  who 
said,  “I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  will  draw 
all  men  unto  me.” 

Hebrews  does  “lift  up”  Christ  as 
the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour  of  men 
•  and  the  High  Priest  who  meets  the 
religious  needs  of  all  who  turn  to 
Him.  If  Hebrews  appears  to  be 
somewhat  technical  in  its  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Christianity,  we  should  re¬ 
member  that  the  writer  is  under¬ 
taking  a  very  difficult  task  in  set¬ 
ting  out  in  detail,  perhaps  for  the 
first  time,  the  philosophy,-  the  faith 
and  to  some  degree  the  forms  of 
worship  by  which  this  new  religion 
was  expected  to  supercede  all  other 
religions.  New  Testament  writer^ 
were  not  following  ^patterns;  they 
were  making  patterns  .which  were 
to. mould  the  religious  thinking  of 
man  for  unborn  generations.  That 
is  the  great  task  they  undertook  and 
that  is  the  thing  they  accomplished 
in  such  a  wonderful  way.  T~ 

But  We  See  Jesus 

If  one  were  trying  to  sum  up  the 
Book  of  Hebrews  in  a  few  words, 
the  opening  clause  of  our  lesson  text 
perhaps  would  do  that  better  than 
any  other  statement  of  equal  length. 

Because  the  writer  of  Hebrews 
did  “see  Jesus”  and  seemed  to  un¬ 
derstand  so  much  about  His  marvel¬ 
ous  life,  he  gave  us,  even  in  the 
brief  lesson  of  today,  a  rather  in¬ 


clusive  outline  of  the  major  facts 
about  the  life  of  Christ. 

(1)  He  makes  reference  to  the 
birth  of  Jesus,  the  incarnation^ as  we 
call  it,  when,  he  says  of  Jesus  that 
he  was  “Made  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels.”  In  the  incarnation  Jesus 
was  both  God  and  Man.  He  possess¬ 
ed  the  powers  of  God  and  the  weak¬ 
nesses  of  man,  and  in  this  form 
could  enter  sympathetically  into  the 
many  e^eriences  to  which  man  is 
subjected. 

(2)  The  writer  “saw  Jesus”  as  the 
vicarious  sufferer  who  “should  taste 
death  for  every  |  man.”  He  bore  our 
sins  in  His  body  and  by  His  stripes 
we  are  healed. 

(3)  The  writer  seems  to  have  in 
mind  the  atonement  when  he  talks 
of  Christ  tasting  death  for  every 
man  by  which  he  “became  the 
author  of  salvation  unto  all  them 
that  obey  him.” 

(4)  The  writer  “saw  Jesus”  in 
sinless  perfection.  “He  was  tempted 
in  all  points  as  we  are,  yet  without 
sin.’* 

(5)  He  “saw  Jesus”  as  the  resur¬ 
rected  Christ  who  was  “after  the 
suffering  of  death,  crowned  with 
glory  and  honor.” 

(6)  He  “saw  Jesus”  as  the  ascend¬ 
ed  Christ  who  “passes  into  the 
heavens”. 

(7)  He  “saw  Jesus”  as  the  High 
Priest  who  is  touched  with  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  our  infirmities;  our  Advocate 
at  the  right  hand  of.  God. 

Why  Must  Jesus  Suffer? 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  answers  in 
part  the  puzzling  question,  “Why 
did  Jesus  have  to  suffer?" 

(1)  In  the  second  verse  of  our 
lesson  text  the  writer  says  that 
Jesus*  was  made  “perfect  through 
suffering.”  This  does  not  mean  that 
He  was^ever  imperfect  in  so  far  as 
sin  was  concerned.  Yet  He  was 
made  perfect  for  the  work  and  mis¬ 
sion  of  Saviourhood  by  the  things 
He  suffered. 

(2)  Near  the  end  of  our  lesson 
text,  the  writer  says  that  Jesus 
learned  obedience  by  the  things 
which  he  suffered. 

(3)  The  sufferings  Jesus  endured, 
in  His  willingness  to  sacrifice  even 
to  death  on  the  cross,  demonstrated 
to  the  world  an  unshaken',  unshak¬ 
able  faith  in  the  truth  He  proclaim¬ 
ed* 

(4)  Perhaps  we  should  say  also 
that  Jesus  suffered  because  evil  men 
had  it  in  their  hearts  to  make  Him 
suffer  because  of  thei^  blind  pre¬ 
judice  and  intolerant  spirit. 

(5)  Jesus  willingly  suffered  be¬ 
cause  He  wanted  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else  to  be  a  Saviour  of  men. 
In  the  most  common  experiences  of 
life  there  is  no  such  thing  as  sav¬ 
iourhood  without  suffering.  The 
soldier  on  the  battlefield,  the  moth¬ 
er  at  the  bedside  of  her  baby,  the 
missionary  among'  the  unlettered, 
primitive  people  of  earth  all  tell  the 
same  story  that  it  costs  something 
to  be  a  saviour. 

(6)  Jesus  suffered,  died  and  arose 
from  the  dead  that  He  might  destroy 
the  fear  of  death  in  the  hearts  of 
His  followers.  \ 

If  it  is  true  that  Jesus  was  made 
perfect  through  suffering  and  learn¬ 
ed  obedience  through  suffering,  as 
our  lesson  teaches,  ■\ve  should  real¬ 
ize  that  our  lives  also  may  be  bless¬ 
ed  by  the  experience  of  suffering, 
if  we  accept  it  in  the  right  attitude. 
Christ  Was  Perfect  In  Life  And 
Character 

In  today’s  lesson,  as  elsewhere  in 
the,  New  Testament,  we  see  Jesus 
as  .the  one  and  only  perfect  Man 
earth  has  known.  That  in  itself  sets 
Him  apart  from  all  others  and  is 
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convincing  evidence  that  He 
more  than  a  man;  He  was  the  & 
vine  Son  of  God.  . 

A  number  of  earth’s  saints  hav 
become  immortal,  so  far  as  time  \ 
concerned,  because,  in  even  on 
quality  of  character,  they  at) 
proached  perfection.  Abraham 
the  father  of  the  faithful  becauSe 
he  possessed  a  towering  faith  in 
God,  that,  while  it  was  not  perfect 
approached  perfection.  Abraham 
did  not  always  believe.  Moses  has 
been  known  across  the  centuries  j, 
a  man  of  meekness  because  he  poj, 
sessed  the  virtue  of  meekness  to  » 
degree  that  approached  perfection 
However,  Moses  was  not  alwayi 
meek.  Job  is  history’s  number  one 
example  of  patience  because  he 
possessed  a  high  degree  of  pa, 
tience.  Nevertheless,  Job  was  not 
always  patient.  There  are  others 
whose  names  stand  out  in  life’s  ree. 
ords  because  they  approached  per. 
fection  in  some  great  quality  0f 
life. 

When  we  come  to  the  life  0j 
Jegus,  we  find  One  who  did  not 
merely  apprbach  perfection  in  one 
quality  of  life,  but  obtained  abso- 
lute  perfection  in  all  qualities  of 
life.  Before  such  an  One,  we  too 
like  the  Centurion  at  the  cross  of 
Jesus,  declare- “Truly  this  was  the 
Son  of  God.” 

Jesus  The  Saviour  of  Men 

Jesus  is  not  only  the  Saviour  of 
men  but  we  may  say  also  that  He 
is  the  only  Saviour  of  men.  It  was 
Peter  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  who 
said,  “There  is  none  other  name  un¬ 
der  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.”  Paul, 
in  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  said, 
“For  other  foundation  can  no  man 
lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is 
Jesus  Christ.” 

There  are  two  self-evident  rea¬ 
sons  why  this  is  true.  First,  every 
earth-born  effort  to  save  people  de¬ 
pends  on  influences  that  work  from 
without.  There  are  laws,  rules,  fi¬ 
nancial  aid,  social  welfare,  self-im¬ 
posed  resolutions  and  other  meth¬ 
ods  that  attempt,  by  influences 
from  without,  to  make  a  man  over 
again.  The  salvation,  which  comes 
through  Christ  begins  by  making 
man  over  again  from  within.  He  is 
“born  again.”  He  is  “transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  his  mind."  He 
becomes  a  “new  creature  in  Christ" 
That  character  of  salvation  saves 
because  it  remakes  man  at  the  point 
where  motives,  desires  and  life  pur¬ 
poses  are  born.  The  salvation  which 
Christ  brings  is  no  veneer  of  char¬ 
acter.  It  rebuilds,  remakes  charac¬ 
ter  so  that  life  is  motivated  by 
power  within  rather  than  influen¬ 
ces  that  try  to  operate  from  with¬ 
out.  Under  such  conditions,  man 
is  Christian  because  he  wants  to  be 
Christian  rather  than  because  some¬ 
body  wants  him  to  be  Christian. 

The  second  reason  only  Christ 
can  be  a  real  Saviour  is  the  fact  that 
every  other  influence,  be  its  Pur‘ 
poses  and  activities  as  good  as  they 
'may,  ends  at  the  grave.  Nothing 
that  man,  or  man-made  organiza¬ 
tions  can  do  can  be  of  any  service 
whatsoever  one  moment  beyond  the 
last  heartbeat.  We  have  many  gc° 
organizations,  of  earth  which  help 
to  make  life  happier  and 
meaningful  here  and  they  are  alto¬ 
gether  commendable.  However,  t 
benefits  they  offer  are  limited 
the  life  on  this  earth.  That  is  onj 
a  fragment  of  life.  There  is  “  ^ 
one  way  man  can  be  saved  wi' tn 
salvation  which  reaches  beyond 
grave  and  that  is  through  JeS  . 
the  Saviour  of  Men. 
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National  Alcohol 
Schools  At  SMU 
This  Month 

Dallas,  Tex.  (MI)  —  Why  do  peo¬ 
ple  drink?  What  can  the  church  do 
about  the  increasing  problem  of 
“social  drinkers”  and  “alcoholics”? 

Answers  to  these  and  related 
questions  will  be  the  purpose  of 
two  national  schools  of  Alcohol 
Studies  and  Christian  Action  July 
7-14  and  July  18-25  ~at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

“Alcoholism  has  become  the  'na¬ 
tion’s  second  largest  health  prob¬ 
lem,”  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caradine  R. 
Hooton,  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  an¬ 
nouncing  the  projects.  He  is  general 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Temperance,  sponsoring  agency 
of  the  schools. 

He  said  the  first  school  is  for 
Methodist  youth  and  workers  with 
young  people,  and  the  second  for 
adults  —  clergymen,  lay  leaders  and 
women.  Attendance  is  expected  to 
total  100  for  each  sehool,  including 
representatives  of  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  every  state. 

The  program  of  both  schools,  will 
feature  lectures  on  basic  informa¬ 
tion  about  alcohol;  discussion  groups 
on  what  the  Bible,  church  history 
and  Christian  ethics  say  about  al¬ 
coholism,  and  training  sessions  on 
preaching  and  teaching  techniques. 

The  faculty  of  physicians,  profes¬ 
sors,  sociologists  and  church  leaders 
will  include:  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Lord,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  Howard 
Grimes  and  Dr.  Douglas  Jackson  of 
Southern  Methodist  University;  Dr. 
M.  T.  Jenkins,  University  of  Texas 
Southwestern  Medical  School,  Dal¬ 
las;  Dr.  Everett  Tilson,  Vanderbilt 
University,  Nashville,  Tenn.;.  Dr. 
Albion  RoV  King,  Cornell  College, 
Mt.  Vernon,  la.]'  Dr.  George  Harding 
of  the  Harding  Sanitprium,  Worth¬ 
ington,  Ohio,  and  Dr.  Haskell  Mil¬ 
ler,  University  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 


Louisiana  Youth 
To  Work  Camp 

Miss  Janice  Johnson,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Johnson  of  Lake 
Providence,  Mo.,  will  attend  a  Na¬ 
tional  Methodist  Senior  Work  Camp 
Jnly  3-31. 


Janice  will  work  in  Camden, 
South  Carolina  at  Browning  Home 
md  Mather  Academy,  a  resident 
Scnool  for  junior  and  senior  high 
school  pupils. 

These  work  camps  will  be  exper¬ 
iences  in  voluntary  Christian  ser- 
lce.  The  members  of  the  groups 
HI  work  without  remuneration  on 
Projects  of  improvement. 

in  rnf  .ca.mP  will  be  an  experience 
Christian  group  living.  The  group 
’  make  Plans  democratically,  will 
v  ,r  .  cooperatively  on  projects  in- 
hni^11^  Physical  labor,  as  house- 
c  .  duties,  play,  worship  and  dis- 
r„,s,101?  together  on  various  issues 
ted  to  Christian  living. 

(Continued  oft  page  9) 


S.  C.  JURISDICTIONAL  CONFERENCE  MEETS  IN  N.O. 


Consecration  services  for  a  new  bishop  in  The  Methodist  Church  were  held  at  the 
final  session  of  the  1956  session  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference,  Sunday 
night,  July  1.  Before  his  election  and  consecration  as  a  bishop,  Bishop  Eugene  Frank 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Topeka,  Kansas.  Shown  in  the  picture  above 
are  (I  to  r)  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith,  Houston, 
Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St.  Louis,  and  Bishop  Edwin  E.  Voigt,  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  as  they 
consecrated  Bishop-Elect  Frank,  kneeling.  Bishop  Voigt  officially  represented  the 
Council  of  Bishops  at  the  Conference  and  consecration  service.  Bishop  Frank  was 
assigned  to  fhe  Missouri  Area,  succeeding  Bishop  Holt,  "who  retired. 


NAMED  TO  GENERAL  AND  JURISDICTIONAL 
BOARDS  FROM  LOUISIANA  AND  ARKANSAS 


Several  Methodist  leaders,  minis¬ 
ters  and  laymen  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana,  were  elected  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  last  week  in  New  Orleans, 
to  membership  on  General  and  Jur¬ 
isdictional  Boards  and  agencies..  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Methodist  law,  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Board  Members 
are  selected  by  the  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  for  a  term  of  four  years. 
In  this  instance  the  membership  is 
for  the  quadrennial  1956-60.  Most  of 
these  boards  and  agencies  tvill  or¬ 
ganize  sometime  this  summer  or 
early  fall. 

Those  General  agencies  which 
have  headquarters  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  have  announced  their 
organizational  meetings  as  follows: 

July  26,  Chicago,  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism. 

August  6,  Chicago,  Board  of  Edu- , 
cation. 

August  8,  Chicago,  Commission  on 
Christian  Education. 

September  18,  Nashville,  Televi¬ 
sion,  Radio  and  Film  Commission. 

October  22,  Cincinnati,  Interboard 
Committee  on  Christian  Vocations. 

October  23-24,  Cincinnati,  Inter¬ 
board  Committee  on  Missionary 
Education. 

October  31,  Cincinnati,  Board  of 
Publication. 

Arkansas-Louisiana  leaders  cho¬ 
sen  for  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Board  memberships  include: 

General  Boards,  Arkansas:  Educa¬ 
tion:  Jim  Wiseman,  Searcy;  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Dr.  Cecil  R.  Culver,  El  Do¬ 
rado;  Missions,  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Hen¬ 


derson,  Little  Rock,  and  Dr.  Matt 
L.  Ellis,  Conway;  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations,  Dr.  W.  Henry 
Goodloe,  North  Little  Rock,  and 
Alton  Raney,  Little  Rock.  Members 
of  General  Boards  are  automatically 
members  of  the  same  Jurisdictional 
Boards. 

General  Boards,  Louisiana:  Edu¬ 
cation,  Dr.  J.  J.  Mickle,  Shreveport; 
Missions,  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  Rus- 
ton;  Temperance,  Dr.  William  E. 
Trice,  Baton  Rouge;  Lay  Activities, 
R.  P.  Lay,  Gilliam. 

Jurisdictional  Boards,  Arkansas: 
Education,  Dr.  Roy  E.  Fawcett,  Little 
Rock,  Rev.  E.  B.  Williams,  North 
Little  Rock;  W.  M.  Locke,  Texark¬ 
ana,  Everette  Twyford,  Searcy, 
George  Hollenbeck,  Pine  Bluff; 
Evangelism,  Dr.  Roy  Bagley,  Fay¬ 
etteville;  T.  A.  Prewitt,  Tillar;  Juris¬ 
dictional  Council,  Dr.  Aubrey  G. 
Walton,  Little  Rock  (also  member 
of  executive  committee  of  council); 
Christian  Social  Relations,  -  Rev. 
Mouzon  Mann,  McGehee,  Dr.  Robert 
E.  L.  Bearden,  Fayetteville;  Allen 
Berry,  Little  Rock,  Clay  Bumpers, 
Wabash;  Radio  and  Film,  Dr.  Fred 
G.  Roebuck,  Fort  Smith;  Town  and 
Country  Commission,  Rev.  James 
Major,  Little  Rock;  Lydia  Patterson 
Board,  Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson, 
Little  Rock;  Court  of  Appeals,  Dr. 
Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Fayetteville, 
Dr.  Cecil  R.  Culver,  El  Dorado,  Al¬ 
ternate;  Missions,  Rev.  T.  T.  McNeal, 
Arkadelphia,  Dr.  Ethan  Dodgen, 
Fprt  Smith;  Lay  Activities,  Rev.  J. 
Albert  Gatlin,  Paragould;  Hospitals 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Eugene  Frank 
Selected  As  Bishop 

Bishop  Martin 
Returned  to  Area 

Consecration  of  a  new  bishop  and 
a  recognition  service  for  retiring 
Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  climaxed  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans’  Municipal  Auditorium 
July  1. 

Earlier  in  the  four-day  meeting, 
the  300  delegates  from  the  eight- 
state  region  voted  to  launch  a  four- 
year,  $1,298,410  program  to  strength¬ 
en  missionary  work  among  the 
Indians  of  Oklahoma  and  the  Span-  » 

ish-speaking  people  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico. 

Chosen  as  the  new  bishop  was 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Eugene  M.  Frank,  min¬ 
ister  of  First  Methodist  Church, 

Topeka,  Kansas.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  Missouri  Area,  with  residence 


BISHOPS'  ASSIGNMENTS  TO 
AREAS  FOR  1956-'60 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area — Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area— Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Houston-San  Antonio  Area — Bishop  A. 
Frank  Smith,  Houston,  Texas. 

Kansas  Area— Bishop  Dana  Dawson, 
Topeka. 

Missouri  Area — Bishop  Eugene  Frank, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Nebraska  Area  —  Bishop  H.  Bascom 
Watts,  Lincoln. 

Oklahoma-New  Mexico  Area —  Bishop 
W.  Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma  City. 


in  St.  Louis,  succeeding  Bishop  Holt, 
who  was  retired  under  the  age  rule 
at  the  close  of  the  conference. 

*The  impressive  Sunday  evening 
service  included  a  tribute  to  Bishop 
Holt  by  Senior  Bishop  A.  Frank 
Smith  of  the  Houston-San  Antonio 
Area,  who  also  presided  at  the  con¬ 
secration  of  the  new  bishop. 

Bishop  Frank  is  the  first  minister 
from  the  former  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  to  be  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  either  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  or  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

He  had  led  on  every  ballot  and 
had  consistently  gained  strength. 
His  election  came  on  the  eighth  bal¬ 
lot  after  two  others  had  taken  the 
floor  to  ask  that  their  friends  cease 
voting  for  them.  The  Rev.  Eugene 
Slater  of  Polk  Street  Church,  Amar¬ 
illo,  Texas,  and  Rev.  Aubrey  G. 
Walton,  First  Church,  Little  Rock, 
had  been  in  second  place  in  the 
balloting. 

The  48-year-old  bishop  is  a  native 
of  Kansas  and  has  spent  most  of  his 
ministry  in  that  state,  although  for 
a  few  years  in  his  youth  he  lived  at 
Mobeyly,  Mo.,  in  the  area  over 
which  he  will  now  preside.  Mrs. 
Frank  is  a  native  of  Missouri. 

He  had  been  pastor  of  the  Topeka 
church  since  1948,  Earlier  pastorates 
in  Kansas  were  at  Grace  Church, 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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Kansas  Minister  Consecrated  Bishop  At  New  Orleans 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
Independence;  Tongonoxie;  Ameri- 
cus;  Olathe;  and  t  Washington  Ave¬ 
nue  Church,  Kansas  City. 

He  was  graduated  with  the  bach¬ 
elor  of  science  degree  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  (Kan.)  State  Teachers  College 
in  1930  and  received  his  bachelor  of 
divinity  degree  from  Garrett  Bibli¬ 
cal  Institute,  Evanston,  Ill.,  in  1932. 
While  a  student  in  Garrett  he  was 
assistant  minister  of  Hemenway 
Methodist  Church,  Evanston.  In  1947 
he  received  the  honorary  doctorate 
in  divinity  from  Baker  University, 
Baldwin,  Kansas. 

Bishop  Frank  has  been  a  member 
of  the  General  Board  of  Education 
and  its  Division  of  Educational  In¬ 
stitutions.  It  was  he  who  presented 
the  report  of  the  Commission  to 
Study  Theological  Education^  at  the 
1956  General  Conference,  which 
authorized  the  establishment  of 
two  new  seminaries. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Joint  Radio  Committee  of  the  South 
•Central  and  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tions,  which  handles  “The  Methodist 
Hour”  and  other  broadcasts,  and  his 
own  church  regularly  broadcasts  its 
Sunday  morning  service  over  Sta¬ 
tion  WIBW,  the  Capper  Publica¬ 
tions,  in  Topeka.  He  also  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  regular  column,  “Faith  to 
Win,”  in  the  Topeka  Capital. 

He  had  been  a  delegate  from  the 
Kansas  Conference  to  the  last  two 
General  Conferences  and  the  last 
three  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

Mrs.  Frank  is  the  former  Wilma 
Alice  Sedoris.  They  were  married 
June  20,  1930.  The  Franks  have 
three  daughters  and  a  son:  Wilma- 
gene  (now  Mrs.  Lewis  C.  Noonan  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.);  Gretchen,  a 
sophomore  in  Baker  University; 
Susan,  10;  and  Thomas,  7. 

The  College  of  Bishops  shared  in 
the  consecration  of  their  new  coir 
league,  including  Bishop  Holt,  who 
arranged  the  service,  and  Bishop 
Edwin  E.  Voigt  of  the  Dakotas  Area, 
official  representative  of  the 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops. 

Retired  Bishops  Hiram  A.  Boaz 
and  Charles  C.  Selecman,  both  of 
Dallas,  also  shared  in  the  confer¬ 
ence,  leading  devotional  services. 

The  $1,298,410  missionary  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  carried  out  through 
Advance  Specials  contributed  by  the 
various  conferences  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  and  earmarked  for  work  in  its 
two  mission  conferences  —  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  and  the  Indian 
Mission.  Money  will  be  used  to  build 
new  churches  and  parsonages,  in¬ 
crease  pastors’  salaries,  and  provide 
mobile  units  for  evangelistic  work. 

Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith  presented 
the  episcopal  message  on  behalf  of 
the  College  of  Bishops.  The  mes¬ 
sage  called  for  a  “really  spiritual 
age”  and  appealed  for  a  campaign 
to  increase  membership  by  at  least 
10  per  cent  during  the  quadrennium. 
The  message  also  called  for  expan¬ 
sion  of  churches  and  ministerial  re¬ 
cruitment  to  meet  added  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  service. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Joms  of  Oklahoma  City 
was  re-elected  secretary  of  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Dr.  Alan  Walker,  internatipnally- 
known  evangelist  from  Australia, 
was  the  speaker  at  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning’s  service.  Other  speakers  in¬ 
cluded  Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner  of 
the  Ohio  Area,  Bishop  Willis  J. 
King  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
New  Orleans  Area,  and  Bishop 
Voigt.  The  conference  opened 
Thursday  afternoon  with  holy  com¬ 
munion  in  Rayne  Memorial  Church. 
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Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  presiding  at  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Conference  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Dr.  Eugene  M.  Frank,  Topeka, 
Kansas,  to  the  episcopacy,  is  shown  here  presenting  Bishop-elect  Frank 
to  the  Conference.  Bishop  Dana  Dawson,  left  and  Bishop-W.  C.  Martin,  not 
seen  in  picture,  had  just  escorted  Bishop-elect  Frank  to  the  platform  for 
presentation.  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma,  in  background,  is  seen 
congratulating  Bishop  Frank,  as  Bishop  Paul  Mariin  makes  the  presentation. 
Bishop  Frank  was" elected  on  Saturday,  June  30  on  the  eighth  ballot,  and  was 
consecrated  on  Sunday  evening  at  the  closing  session  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference. 


Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank,  new 
bishop  in  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  and  until  his  election  and 
consecration  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Topeka,  Kansas. 


Says  Calif.  Has  Most 
Un-Churched  People 

Stocton,  Calif  (RNS)  —  There 
are  “more  unchurched  people  i  n 
California  than  anywhere  in  A- 
merica,”  Methodist  Bishop  Donald 
H.  Tippett  of  San  Francisco  said 
here. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  thus  faces  its  “greatest 
evangelist  opportunity  in  history,” 
he  told  the  denomination’s  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Conference  at  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 

This  opportunity,  the  bishop  ad- 
,ded,  is  all  the  greater  because  of 
the  rapid  increase  in  California’s 
population. 

He  noted  that  the  population  had 
grown  23  pdr  cent  in  the  past  five 


Canadian  Presbyterians 
Reject  Ordination  of  Women 

Toronto,  Ont.  (RNS)  —  The  82nd 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Canada  decided 
here  against  permitting  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women  as  ministers  or  elders. 
It  said  “the  Church  is  not  ready  for 
such  a  step. 

The  Assembly  acted  after  being 
informed  that  both  presbyteries  and 
women’s  presbyterials  had  voted 
against  ordaining  women.  A  poll  of 
these  groups  on  the  subject  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  last  year’s  General  As¬ 
sembly. 

A  report  to  the  commissioners 
said  the  vote  of  the  presbyteries  was 
458-91  against  ordaining  women  to 
the  ministry  and  391-171  against 
allowing  them  to  become  elders. 

In  the  women’s  presbyterials  the 
vote  was  1,113-638  against  minister¬ 
ial  ordination  and  908-826  against 
ordination  to  the  eldership. 

Margaret  McNaughton  of  Toronto, 
national  girls’  work  secretary,  warn¬ 
ed  the  Assembly  that  in  many  places 
Communism  is  capturing  the  imag¬ 
ination  of  women  because  it  offered 
them  the  opportunity  of  equality. 
She  was  given  special  permission 
to  address  the  commissioners  be¬ 
cause  women  have  no  voice  in  Can¬ 
adian  Presbyterian  courts. 

“The  Church  possesses  in  women 
powerful  resources  never  utilized,” 
Miss  McNaughton  said. 

In  the  debate  which  preceded  the 
Assembly’s  action,  commissioners 
quoted  from  Scripture  to  bolster 
arguments  both  in  favor  and  against 
the  ordination  of  women. 


years  but  pointed  out  that  mem¬ 
bership  in  The  Methodist  Church 
during  this  period  increased  only 
8.3  per  cent. 


Laymen  Move  to 
Give  College 
Support 

New  York,  N.  Y.—(NC)— Twenty, 
five  church  laymen  are  launching  a 
move  to  provide  support  for  the  na¬ 
tion’s  church-related  colleges.  With 
a  Chicago  newspaper  executive  as 
chairman,  a  group  of  business  and 
industrial,  labor,  educational,  and 
church  leaders  hive  organized  a  Na. 
tional  Committee  of  Churchmen  for 
Church  Colleges. 

Milburn  P.  Akers,  executive  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Chicago  Sun-Times  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  new 
national  committee.  The  vice  chair¬ 
man  is  J.  Irwin  Miller,  board  chair¬ 
man  of  Cummins  Engine  Company 
Columbus,  Ind.  Secretary-Treasurer 
is  Hal  Lainson  of  the  Dutton-Lain- 
son  Co.,  Hastings,  Neb. 

“The  committee  will  not  do  any 
money  raising  as  such,  but  sees  its 
task  as  one  of  creating  a  climate  of 
opinion  that  will  encourage  gifts  to 
churches  and  colleges,”  said  Mr. 
Akers.  “To  this  end  it  expects  to 
cooperate  with  the  Council  for  Fi¬ 
nancial  Aid  to  Education  in  fact 
finding  and  research  and  to  provide 
leadership  that  will  enable  colleges 
to  work  together  in  programs  de¬ 
signed  to  improve  the  quality  of 
public  relationship,  fund  raising, 
trustee  leadership,  and  internal 
life,”  he  declared. 

Specifically,  the  committee  will 
seek  to  rally  the  membership  of  the 
churches  to  greater  support  of  their 
church-related  colleges.  It  will  also 
seek  to  enlist  additional  men  who 
will  pledge  and  actively  support  and 
give  their  time  and  energy  to  a 
program  of  practical  college  assist¬ 
ance. 

The  committee  will  work  with 
the  Commission  on  Christian  Higher 
Education  and  the  department  of 
United  Church  Men  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  helping  the 
colleges  to  help  themselves  through 
cooperative  activity. 

“Colleges  will  get  the  best  leader¬ 
ship  only  if  men  and  women  with 
the  broadest  experience  in  business, 
the  professions,  and  public  service 
give  time  to  their  problems,”  he 
said. 

“Since  their  founding  more  than 
300  church  colleges  have  gone  out 
of  existence  or  have  been  taken 
over  by  the  state.  In  the  next  ten 
years  the  country  faces  an  enormous 
increase  in  numbers- of  students  go¬ 
ing  to  college.  The  state  institutions 
should  not  be  allowed  to  take  all 
the  load  of  the  expansion  of  college 
facilities  which  this  horde  of  stu¬ 
dents  will  require.” 

Mr.  Akers  noted  that  the  first  250 
years  of  American  history  was  led 
by  church  colleges.  “Unless  the 
church  colleges  advance  along  with 
the  state  schools,  they  are  going  to 
be  offering  a  fading  voice  in  Amer¬ 
ican  culture,”  he  stated.  “The  chum 
must  continue  to  stabilize,  refine, 
and  direct  that  culture.  We  canno 


let  a  materialistic  outlook  on 


life 


have  its  way  by  default  of  a  spi 
itual  outloqk  that  faltered  and  with¬ 
ered  because  of  neglect  by  clergy 

men.”  •  ,,,,1- 

Pointing  out  that  “American 
ture  has  been  made  by  its  churc 
and  churchy  colleges  more  than  r 
any  other  agencies,”  the  newsp  P 
editor  declared,  “we  must  &° 
second  mile  in  propagating  e  «, 
tion  with  a  soul  in  it.  The  c 
college  is  needed  both  to  tfal 
telligent  laymen  for  leaders  lp 
the  church,  and  to  stimula  e 
cruitment  of  ministers.” 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^1 


I^ore  People  Than  Ever  Before  Follow  The  Suggestion  To — 

Make  A  Will 

By  Jacob  M.  Lashly 
St.  Louis.  Mo. 


MAKING  a  will  is  a  unique  and  a  stimu¬ 
lating  experience.  Have  you  ever  made 
a  will?  The  contemplation  of  such  a 
step  involves  a  new  look  at  one’s  self  in 
the  light  -of  those  whom  we  expect  to  survive 
us.  How  we  will  appear  to  those  we  nave 
left  behind  suddenly  becomes  important.  A  will 
speaks  from  the  moment  of  death  of  the  testa¬ 
tor  and  constitutes  the  last  revealing  expres¬ 
sion  of  his  personality  which  he  shall  ever  be 
privileged  to  project  upon  this  earth.  Modesty, 
vanity,  prejudice,  fear,  strong  family  pride  and 
affection,  a  sound  sense  of  justice  as  between 
persons  in  equal  positions,  excessive  tax-con¬ 
sciousness  —  may  be  and  often  are  written  into  • 
the  will. 

In  these  days  of  abundance  a  much  larger 
percentage  of  the  people  comprising  the  vast 
middle  interest  have  valuable  possessions  at 
the  time  of  their  death  than  at  any  other  time 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  Many  curious  at¬ 
titudes,  and  unexpected  postures  in  family  re¬ 
lations  are  brought  about  by  tax  laws  and  reg¬ 
ulations.  An  older  man  of  my  acquaintance,  ab¬ 
sorbed  throughout  his  active  life  in  business 
problems,  had  grown  to  consider  his  wife  as  an 
uninspiring  burden  rather  to  be  endured  than 
enjoyed,  when  suddenly  he  discovered  that  she 
would  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  his  entire  es¬ 
tate  as  her  absolute  property  upon  his  death  and 
that,  moreover,  this  portion  would  be  exempt 
from  Federal  Estate  taxes.  He  would  be  power¬ 
less  to  change  this  by  will;  she  had  only  to  sur¬ 
vive  him  to  come  into  iL-He  could  neither  disin¬ 
herit  her  nor  inflict  his  opinions  upon  her  by 
any  threat  of  doing  so.  The  effect  of  this  dis¬ 
covery  was  surprising.  He  began  upon  her  with 
a  new  and  aroused  interest.  The  event  created 
an  unbelievable  revolution  in  her  position.  Quite 
suddenly  she  had  become  an  important  person 
in  his  life  and  affairs. 

Recipients 

One  of  the  very  first  questions  which  the 
testator  must  decide  is  that  of  the  persons  to 
whom  he  shall  choose^  to  leave  his  property. 
Those  having  dependents  will  feel  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  continue  their  support.  Even  this  pro¬ 
cedure  sometimes  creates  new  problems.  Oc¬ 
casionally  generous  parents  have  furnished  a 
motive  for  their  children  to  *give^  up  all  thought 
of  further  work  and  to  adopt  lives  of  idleness 
or  frivolity.  Children  of  tender  age  may  be 
endowed  so  generously  by  their  deceased  father- 
or  mother  that  they  may  never  learn  to  work 
or  even  acquire  a  dependable  education.  Here 
and  there  an  eccentric  will  leave  a  valuable 
estate  to  the  use  of  cats,  or  dogs,  or  some  whim¬ 
sical  or  silly  purpose.  Maybe  some  old  quarrel 
will  be  ventilated  in  the  will  with  biting  words. 
It  is  a  strange  and  unaccountable /fact  that  so 
small  a  percentage  of  Christian  people  and 
church  members  leave  legacies  to  their  churches, 
and,  surprisingly,  this  is  true  among  substantial 
givers  and  faithful  supporters  of  the  church’s 
work.  Does  this  mean  that  the  church  has  served 
its  entire  purpose  for  its  members  during  their 
lives?  Or  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  church 
will  not  need  anything  after  its  present  mem¬ 
bers  have  gone? 

Late  Decisions 

One  of  the  difficult  problems  associated 
with  will  making  arises  when  a  late  thinker  de¬ 
cides  to  make  his  will  on  the  very  eve  of  his 
approaching  death.  It  may  be  that  his  lawyer 
will  be  called  to  his  home  or  to  the  hospital  in 
the  night.  Of  course,  the  mere  fact  that  the 
testator  may  have  to  hurry  to  get  it  in  ahead  of 
the  undertaker  is  not  in  all  cases  ground  for 
lrnpeachment  of  the  will.  The  mind  of  the  sick 
°r  injured  person  may ,  be  perfectly  sound  so 
far  as  concerns  his  knowledge  of  his  property, 
its  location  and  probable  value;  the  names  and 
relationship  of  the  natural  objects  of  his  bounty. 
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This  is  all  that  is  required  to  admit  the  will  to 
probate,  and  yet  the  very  circumstances  of  the 
emergency  may  make  the  whole  transaction 
falKfar  short  of  what  might  have  satisfied  the 
testator  himself  better  had  he  attended  to  it  in 
a  normal  and  unhurried  manner  at  a  time  when 
his  emotions  were  not  blurred  by  our  over¬ 
shadowing  thought  of  his  expected  dissolution. 

Sense  of  Humor 

Then  there  are  those  persons  who  just  can¬ 
not  bring  themselves  to  sit  down  and  actually 
make  a  commitment.  There  is  an  atmosphere  of 
finality  about  the  ceremony  of  a  formal  signa¬ 
ture  with,  attesting  witnesses,  which  turns  some 
of  them  back  at  the  very  instant  that  their  reso¬ 
lution  seems  to  have  reached  the  sticking  point. 

J  once  had  a  client  who  had  inherited  an  estate 
at  more  than  a  million  dollars  after  tax^s,  and 
being  childless,  was  deeply  concerned  about 
her  will.  She  enjoyed  the  feel  of  power  through 
possession  of  her  wealth  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  seemed  to  turn  her  completely  sick  even  to 
think  of  parting  with  it,  and  somehow  she  had  a 
vague  impression  that  this  would  be  the  effect 
of  disposing  of  it  in  her  will.  Then  again  she 
could  not  decide  which  ones  among  a  goodly 
company  of  cousins  she  wished  to  favor.  Some 
of  them  were  as  well  endowed  as  she.  As  it 
happened,  these  were  the  ones  she  liked  best. 
Those  who  were  not  rich  already  did  not  enjoy 
her  admiration  or  confidence  to  the  e  xt  e  n  t 
necessary  to  rate  as  beneficiaries  of  her  estate 
and  so  were  not  considered.  The  lady  struggled 
through  a  period  of  nearly  six  months  with  her 
vexatious  problem  until  it  come  to  be  a  veri¬ 
table  obsession  which  was  destroying  her  '  en¬ 
joyment  of  life.  At  last  one  day,  after  both  of 
us  had  repeatedly  agonized  about  this  seeming¬ 
ly  unsalvable  difficulty,  I  said,  “I  have  found 
a  solution.”  “Oh,”  said  she,  “tell  me  and  I  will 
surely  be  relieved.”  “Well,”  I  said,  “you  just  go 
ahead  and  die  and  take  it  with  you”  —  Her 
sense  of  humor  saved  the  day;  after  her  first 
dazed  look  her  eye  began  to  twinkle  and  then 
the  smile  came.  “I  have  been  >  an  old  fool, 
haven’t  I”  I  made  no  comment  upon  this  ob¬ 
servation,  but  up  to  that  point  the  evidence  did 
incline  rather  strongly  in  that  direction.  When 
we  had  finally  completed  her  will,  there  were 
17  charities  and  her  local  church,  which  she 
rarely  attended,  remembered;  one  tax-free  trust 
for  two  church-sponsored  colleges,  to  provide 
scholarships  for  talented  and  worthy  students. 
Twice  thereafter  she  added  codicils  to  her 
will.  The  disposition  of  her  estate  became  tire 
greatest  source  of  interest  and  happiness  to  her. 
There  is  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  will  of  this 
good  lady  transformed  her  life. 

New  Fortunes 

The  accumulation  of  great  fortunes  as  an 
incident  to  the  industrial  revolution,  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  caused  a  change  in  the  forms  and  purposes 
of  will  making.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  race,  testators,  having  fortunes  so  large 
that  their  disposition  upon  death  became  a 
grave  problem,  began  to  distribute  them  in  pub¬ 
lic  benefactions.  Some  of  the  industrial  giants 
were  buccaneers,  imbued  with  the  gambling 
spirit,  seeking  thrills  through  winning  big  stakes 
in  the  game  of  building  a  new.  nation;  but  not 
all.  Carnegie  Libraries;  Rockefeller  churches 
and  institutions  of  culture,  Ford-  Foundation  en¬ 
dowments,  to  name  a  few,  illustrate  the  new  con¬ 
cept  of  the  responsibilities  which  the  holders 
of  great  wealth  were,  beginning  to  feel. 

In  the  era  of  Reconstruction  following  the 
Vwar  between  the  north  and  the  south,  many  of 
these  colossal  fortunes  were  being  trusted,  or 
transferred  by  gift  or  will  to  Foundations,  to 
carry  on  large-scale  social  developments  for 
the  relief  of  hard-pressed  groups  in  ways  not 
then  considered  within  the  scope  of  govern¬ 


mental  power.  'The  good  works  which  they  did 
and  the  monuments  which  they  builded  may  yet 
be  seen  and  enjoyed  by  a  grateful  posterity.  But 
in  the  more  recent  economic  revolution  another 
change  has  come.  Great  fortunes  cannot  again 
be  'acquired  by  single  individuals  because  of 
income  taxes,  and  those  which  already  have 
been  amassed  and  not  turned  over  to  benevolent 
foundations  are  being  broken  up  by  death  taxes. 
The  governmental  purpose  in  this  is  two  fold: 
revenues  for  enormously  expanded  services  of 
the  government  to  the  people,  and  social  control. 

Middle  Interests 

• The  balance  of  property  is  swinging  to  the 
large  middle  group,  under  a  system  which  has 
supplanted  the  former  one  characterized  by 
groups  of  very  rich  at  the^top,  and  more  num¬ 
erous  groups  of  very  poor  at  the  bottom.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  corporations  performing  the  manu¬ 
facturing,  processing  and  commercial  work  of 
the  nation  are  owned  by  stockholders  in  every 
home  and  hamlet  in  the  land.  General  Motors 
has  460,000  and  U.  S.  Steel  225,000  stockholders. 
These  vast  wealth  concentrations  are  being 
operated  by  managers  and  experts,  whose  em¬ 
ployers  are  distributed  throughout  all  of  the 
social  levels  of  America.  These  are  they  who 
now  must  support  and  nourish  the  educational 
and  religious  institutions  which  no  longer  can 
look  to  the  captains  of  industry  or  the  barons 
of  finance  for  endowments,  or  for  current  sup¬ 
port. 

Here  is  a  responsibility  which  has  shifted 
with  the  wealth,  from  the  few  to  the  many. 
The  time  is  extremely  critical  and  those  to 
whom  this  stewardship  has  been  given  must 
come  quickly  to  understand  the  situation  and 
to  act  with  vision  and  inspired  purpose.  Com¬ 
munism,  as  a  belief  and  a  social  purpose,  im¬ 
posed  by  ruthless  techniques  of  force  and  fear 
must  be  met  and  recognized  as  the  greatest  chal¬ 
lenge  to,  and  at  once  the  greatest  opportunity 
for  the  religious  people  of  the  world  since  the 
dawn  of  Christianity.  Christian  faith  must  be 
diffused,  not  for  itself  alone,  but  to  consolidate 
and  keep  alive  what  Lincoln  called  “the  princi¬ 
ple  it  lives  by,  for  man’s  vast  future.”  The 
church  lifted  mankind  out  of  barbarism  and 
without  it  society  would  soon  relapse  into  that 
condition.  No  more  convincing  proof  of  this  is 
needed  than  the  brutality  and  lethal  conspira¬ 
cies  which  are  the  manifest  fruits  of  godless 
Communism. 

Tax  Relief 

In  recognition  of  the  wealth  shifts  of  which 
I  have  spoken,  the  Federal  Government  has 
made  provision  in  its  tax  program  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  religious,  educational  and  charitable  in¬ 
stitutions.  There  is  complete  exemption  from 
taxes  of  bequests  to  religious  causes.  The  20% 
deduction  on  taxable  income  for  charitable  con¬ 
tributions  was  increased  by  Act  of  Congress  in 
1954  to  30  per  cent,  where  the  extra  10%  con¬ 
sists  of  contributions  to  a  church  or  association 
of  churches,  a  tax-exempt  educational  institu¬ 
tion,  or  an  exempt  hospital.  Truly  tithing  has 
been  made  easy. 

Endless  Blessing 

To  whom,  or  to  what,  then,  shall  a  Chris¬ 
tian  leave  his  estate.  Henry  Shaw  of  St.  Louis, 
in  his  will  made  in  1885,  said  that  he  “desired 
especially  to  carry  out  and  provide  for  certain 
objects  which  have  been  the  subject  of  thought, 
and  labor,  and  care  for  many  years  past,  more 
effectually  than  I  have  hereto  done.”  He  pro¬ 
vided  and  endowed  “Shaw’s  Garden”  for  the 
people  of  his  city  and  for  the  world,  as  a  per¬ 
petual  expression  of  his  love  of  beauty  in  na¬ 
ture.  It  was  a  magnificent  benefaction  which 
has  given  pleasure  to  thousands  of  beauty  hun¬ 
gry  people  across  the  intervening  years  and  will 
do  so  for  other  thousands  in  years  to  come.  A 
bequest  to  a  church  endowment  fund  is  like 
that.  The  tax-free  gift  is  gathered  up  with 
others  and  administered  by  successive  Boards 
of  the  church;  the  income  poured  into  the 
stream  of  the  church’s  benevolences  in  perpet¬ 
uity.  On  through  the  years  after  the  testator 
shall  have  laid  down  the  implements  of  his 
work,  his  contribution,  be'  it  great  or  small, 
will  stand  forward  to  take  his  place  in  the 
work  which  he  wanted  done.  The  church  is 
the  central  figure  in  the  life  of  free  and  godly 
people  everywhere.  It  is  the  only  effective  in¬ 
strument  for  spreading  the  divine  precepts  of 
religion  and  morality,  and  showing  the  way  to 
the  good  life.  The  church  must  carry  on  —  it  is 
the  Christian’s  heritage^  it  should  have  a  place 
in  his  will. 
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Editorial  N 

Who  (Jails  o?l(len  ^5 o  ‘Treach? 

IT  is*our  very  definite  conviction  now,  as  formerly,  that  it  is  God 
who  calls  men  to  the  ministry  of  His  Word.  We  should  realize, 
however,  that  Cod  has  no  fixed  formula  by  which  that  \:all  is 
impressed  on  the  heart  of  the  individual. 

God  calls  people  into  the  Christian  life.  The  character  of  that 
call  varies  as  human  personality  varies.  In  neither  case  -  the  call  to 
preach  or  the  call  to  discipleship  —  does  the  call  guarantee  that 
the  individual  will  answer  or  even  give  serious  consideration  to  the 
call. 

We  all  accept,  without  question,  the  fact  that  the  Christian  has 
a  definite  responsibility  for  helping  the  unsaved  to  consider  and 
answer  the  call  to  discipleship.  It  is  our  conviction  that  it  is  just 
as  important,  and  often  just  as  necessary,  to  help  one  who  has  been 
called  to  preach  to  consider  and  answer  the  call: 

Methodism  desperately  needs  more  ministers  now.  We  believe 
God  has  called  enough  men  for  that  work  to  meet  the  needs.  Let 
us  be  ready  to  help  them  to  answer  that  call. 

Skilled  (£ Magicians  (Sannot  Do  ^ hat 

ONE  of  the  most  facinating  forms  of  entertainment  we  have 
enjoyed  is  to  watch- a  skilled  magician  do  his  astounding 
tricks.  He  takes  rqoney  from  your  pocket  when  you  know 
that  there  was  no  money  there;  he  pulls  cards  out  of  your  sleeve 
when  you  know  that,  at  least  at  that  particular  time,  you  had  no 
cards  up  your  sleeve;  He  pulls  rabbits  and  guinea  pigs  from  empty 
hats.  The  writer  saw  a  magician  walk  down  into  the  audience  and, 
near  where  he  sat,  reach  through  the  top  of  a  man’s  coat  collar  and 
pull  out  a  rather  good-sized  hen. 

It  is  all  very  interesting  and  entertaining.  However,  despite  ap¬ 
pearances,  every  one  knows  that  the  magician  must  put  a  rabbit  in 
the  hat  before  he  can  take  one  out.  He  was  not  producing  guinea 
pigs,  pouter  pigeons  and  dominique  hens  by  his  mysterious  words 
or  movements.  Every  magician  must  put  money  into  a  hat  before 
he  can  take  money  out  of  the  hat. 

Despite  what  we  know  about  magicians,  there  are  too  many 
people  today  who  think  of  Uncle  Sam  as  a  master  magician  and 
the  United  States  Treasury  as  a  big  stove-pipe  hat.  They  seem  to 
think  that  all  Uncle  Sam  has  to  do,  if  money  is  needed,  is  to  say  a 
few  “mumbling”  words  over  that  hat,  make  a  few  mysterious 
passes  with  his  long  arms  and  then  reach  in  the  hat  and  get  as 
much  money  as  he  need  from  an  endless,  inexhaustable  supply 

that  magical  powers  have  produced. 

While  we  all  know  that  the  most  skilled  magician  must  put 
the  rabbit  into  the  hat  before  he  can  take  it  out,  many  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  seem  still  to  believe  that  Uncle  Sam  can  pull  the  trick.  Some 
day  America  will  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  even  Uncle  Sam  must 
put  money  into  the  hat  before  he  can  take  it  out.  It  will  realize  also, 
some  time,  that  the  only  way  Uncle  Sam  can  get  the  money  to  put 
into  the  hat  is  by  borrowing  it  from  people  or  by  taxing  people. 

Often  our  politicians  pose  as  benevolent  godfathers  as  they 
vote  funds  for  our  favorite  projects.  We  seem  to  forget  that  they 
must  then  vote  taxes,  which  we  must  pay,  to  finance  the  generous 
gifts  There  is  no  one  to  pay  the  enormous  bills  of  our  government 
spending  except  our  citizens.  We  are  the  government  and  its  debts 
are  our  debts.  If  they  are  ever  paid,  we,  or  our  children  of  their 
children  will  pay  it. 

U/ie  fyifth  Jurisdictional  Conference 

THREE  hundred  delegates  and  more  than  that  number  o  f 
visitors  were  on  hand  for  the  5th  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  which  met  in  New  Orleans  June  28-July  1.  Dele¬ 
gates  got  a  closer  look  at  Methodism’s  program  for  the  next  four 
years,  adopted  a  few  significent  goals  of  their  own,  voted  a  slight¬ 
ly  larger  Jurisdictional  budget,  made  several  pronouncements  on 
current  social  issues  including  a  recommendation  to  the  annual 
conferences  that  they  vote  for  the  proposed  constitutional  amend¬ 


ment  liberalizing  the  transfer  of  congregations  and  annual  confer, 
ences  from  on^  conference  dnd  one  jurisdiction  to  another,  retired 
one  bishop,  elected  and  consecrated  a  new  bishop,  and  returned  all 
bishops  to  the  episcopal  afeas  they  have  been  serving  except  for 
Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  who  was  retired  and  replaced  by  Bishop 
Eugene  Frank. 

While  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  was  host  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  it  was  New  Orleans  Methodism  that  did  the  honors  in  the 
entertainment  of  the  Conference,  pelgates  were  high  in  their  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  fine  manner  in  which  Methodist  leaders  in  the 
Cresent  City  had  made  provision  for  Conference’s  entertainment 
and  sessions. 

We  felt  that  the  most  significant  accomplishment  of  the  four 
day  meeting  was  the  welding  into  a  more  workable  unit  of  Metho¬ 
dism  in  the  eight  states  comprising  the  Jurisdiction.  Leaders  seem 
to  be  anxious  to  do  what  is  necessary  to  continue  the  development 
of  an  efficient  program  within  the  Jurisdiction.  Keenly  aware  of 
the  connectional- wide  aspects  of  Methodists  program,  yet  Juris¬ 
diction  leaders  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  values  to  be  gained 
by  “making  the  Jurisdiction  work.” 

Of  paramont  interest  to  Methodists  in  this  Area  is  the  return 
of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  for  the  fourth  quadrennium.  Each  year 
that  Bishop  Martin  serves  this  Area  is  a  new  record  for  a  Bishop’s 
tenure  for  these  two  states.  There  have  been  many  significant 
gains  made  under  bis  leadership  and  we  are  confident  that  the 
quadrennium  1956-60  will  record  many  more.  The  Methodists  of 
this  Area  are  glad  to  have  the  Martins  back. 

Something  ^ o  ^ hink  rjAbout 

CHURCH  members  are  learning  something  of  the  meaning  of 
Stewardship  of  Possessions  if  the  recent  report  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  is  taken  as 
the  basis  for  study  of  American’s  giving  habits.  During  the  year 
1954  a  record  $5,401,000,000  was  given  for  philantrophy,  charitable 
and  religious  purposes,  with  $2,850,000,000,  or  53c  out  of  every  dol¬ 
lar,  of  that  amount  going  to  churches  and  other  religious  agencies. 
Needless  to  say,  we  have  a  long  way  to'  go  yet  when  this  total 
amount  is  compared  with  the  several  hundred  billion  that'  Ameri¬ 
cans  earn  every  year.  Churches  are  to  be  commended,  however,  for 
training  their  members  in  the  matter  of  Stwardship.  The  govern¬ 
ment  report  indicates  that  Americans  have  steadily  increased  their 
philantropy  during  the  past  25  years  with  the  rate  of  increase  out¬ 
stripping  the  increase  in  wealth. 

Churches  continue  to  spend  ''far  greater  sums  on  their  own 
local  operation  and  building  enterprises  than  they  spend  for  their 
institutions,  programs,  relief  and  missionary  activities.  During 
1954  $2,320,000,000  of  the  $2,850,000,000  was  used  for  operation  and 
building  while  the  rest  went  to  activities  beyond  the  local  church. 
Local  church  leaders  might  well^  ponder  the  judgement  of  this 
disproportionate  division  of  #funds  >  given  by  church  members. 

Any  way  one  looks  at  organized  religion  and  its  money,  it  all 
adds  up  to  big  business,  and  therein  less  possible  perils,  as  well  as 
glorious  achievements. 


METHODISTS  HIT  AIRLINES  AGREEMENT  TO  RESTRICT 
DRINKING  ON  FLIGHTS 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A  voluntary  agreement  among 
domestic  trunkline  air  carriers  not  to  serve  more  than  two  alcoholic 
drinks  to  a  customer  and  not  to  advertise  the  availability  of  cock¬ 
tails  on  flights  was  announced  here  by  Stuart  G.  Tipton,  president 
of  the  Air  Transport  Association. 

The  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance  immediately  character¬ 
ized  the  action,  taken  as  the  House  of  Representatives  was  about  to 
consider  legislation  banning  liquor  on^  aircraft,  as  “patently  an 
effort  to  head  off  enactment  of  the  bill.” 

The  Board  said  the  agreement  specifically  exempts  beer  an 
wine  from  regulation  and  would  “continue  the  inherent  danger  w 
air  safety  of  which  the  air  lines  pilots  and  stewardesses  complameu 
to  Congress  when  they  asked  that  liquor  be  kept  off  airliners. 
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Baton  Rouge  First  Church  Has  An 


Operation  Fellowship 


By  DOTTYE  VARNADO 


TOP  LEFT:  Visitors  explain  couple  classes  and  nursery  facilities 
to  a  young  couple  who  have  not  been  active  in  work  of  their  church. 
Visitors  were  thrilled  over  the  warm  spirit  in  which  they  were  re¬ 
ceived. 

TOP  RIGHT:  Young  people  were  active  in  Operation  Fellowship. 
Here  a  young  visitor  makes  call  on  two  inactives  of  the  church  and 
explains  MYF  program. 


1 ,  PERATION  FELLOWSHIP,”  a  program  of  friendly  visitation  at  the 
(  |  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  planned  to  deepen  the 

l  J  spiritual  life  of  the  members  pf  the  church.  The  program  was 
suggested  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Membership  and 
Evangelism,  M.  B.  Carmichael,  who  requested  that  the  Commission  conduct 
a  concentrated  campaign  to  reach  the  hundreds  of  church  members  who 
had  no  regular  contact  with  the  church  and  who  needed  spiritual  growth 
and  help.  Another  goal  of  the  campaign  would  be  to  promote  the  growth 
of  warmth  and  fellowship  in  our  big,  down-town  church  in  the  capital  city 
of  Louisiana.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Commission,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  min¬ 
ister  of  the  church,  pointed  out  that  every  church  faces  the  problems  of 
the  inactivity  of  a  high  percentage  of  its  members,  and  that  it  could  be 
particularly  acute  in  a  large  downtown  church  as  ours,  with  a  membership 
numbering  in  the  thousands. 

With  all  the  precision  of  a  military  campaign,  Walter  Brock,  appointed 
chairman  of  “Operation  F,”  and  his  committees  set  t,o  work.  It  would  first 
be  necessary  to  identify  the  inactive  persons  on  the  membership  roll.  For 
six  months  the  committee,,  with  the  help  of  the  church  membership  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Flynt,  had  attendance  registration  at  the  worship  services 
on  cards  printed  for  the  occasion.  These  cards  were  then  checked  against 
the  membership  roll  for  a  picture  of  who  the  “Attending  members  of  the 
church  were.  The  rolls  of  the  Church  School,  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  the  records  of  the  bookkeeping  depart¬ 
ment,  and  all  other  records  and  rolls  were  checked  against  the  membership 
records  in  order  to  get  a  clear  picture  of  the  inactive  group. 

A  publicity  committee  was  appointed  to  work  with  the  promotion  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Church  in  having  a  number  of  booklets  and  home  worship  forms 
printed  that  explained  the  program  of  the  church  and  its  Church  School 
and  other  organizations. 

A  personnel  committee  worked  to  choose  350  men  and  women  to  serve 
as  callers  and  another  group  worked  to  select  a,  group  of  consecrated  young 
People  to  call  on  the  inactive  youth  of  the  church. 

Another  committee  worked  out  a  training  program  for  the  callers; 
carefully  printed  instructions  about  how  to  make  a  spiritual  life  call  on  a 
fellow-member  of  the  church  were  prepared  and  suggested  areas  of  con¬ 
versation  pointed  out  in  this  material. 

The  actual  tacfics  of  “Operation  Fellowship”  were  next  considered 
by  the  Commission,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  group  of. selected  callers 
Would  be  invited  to  meet  for  special  training  from  the  ministers  and  the 
committees,  and  then  during  the  period  of  a  week  the  group  would  go  out 
°y  twos  to  make  their  calls.  The  training  period  was  set  for  an  after-church 
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luncheon  on  Sunday,  in  the  gymnasium  of  the  Youth  Center. 

There  the  training  committee  pointed  out  that  it  was  their  belief  that 
“Operation  Fellowship”  would  work  in  two  ways:  (1)  the  visitor  would 
be  blessed  by  going  and  (2)  the  less  active  members  of  the  Church  would 
be  challenged  to  a  deeper  dedication  to  Christ.  Printed  “Guides  for  Callers” 
were  distributed  containing  suggested  areas  of  conversation,  as: 

(1)  the  importance  of  daily  family  devotion  in  the  home 

(2)  the  importance  of  individual  daily  prayer,  and  Bible  reading 

(3)  the  importance  of  worshipping  God  in  church 

(4)  the  meaning  of  the  Church  School  and  its  program 

(5)  the  importance  of  witnessing  for  Christ  in  all  things,  each  day. 

The  callers  were  urged  to  keep  the  conversation  positive  and  to  give  their 
own  personal  testimony  concerning  the  blessings  their  church  Rad  made 
possible  for  them.  The  “Guide”  also  included  suggested  prayers  and  “Ten 
Rules  for  Attending  Church.” 

An  envelope  of  material,  some  of  which  could  be  left  in  the  homes,  was 
given  to  each  person  and  this  included  especially  printed  forms  on  which 
the  caller  was  to  write  the  result  of  his  visit. 

Some  forty  young  people  of  the  church  met  with  their  counselor,  Gerry 
Laufs,  at  the  luncheon  for  special  training  on  visiting  the  inactive  young 
people.  A  “Poop  Sheet  for  Youth  Visitors”  had  been  prepared  beforehand 
by  the  youth  committee,  and  these  points  were  discussed  in  detail. 

After  lunch  and  prayer,  the  callers  set  out  by  twos  for  “Operation 
Fellowship,”  with  instruction  to  report  back  to  the  gymnasium  two  evenings 
later  for  a  report  meeting. 

The  various  report  meetings  held  since  that  time  have  been  immensely 
encouraging.  All  cards  have  been  turned  in,  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Parish,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.,  and  his  helpers  have  been  gleaning 
valuable  information  from  these  reports.  Immediate  results  have  been 
most  heartwarming  and  practical,  in  unearthing  new  members  for  the 
Church  School,  the  woman’s  organizations,  the  choir,  and  in  making  these 
people  feel  that  their  church  needed  them  and  that  they  needed  their 
church. 

And  as  we  continue  “Operation  Fellowship,”  each  year  we  feel  that  the 
long-range  accomplishments  and  spiritual  blessings  will  make  “Operation 
;F”  one  of  the  finest  campaigns  ever  held  in  our  Church. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sock  man 


TO  LIVE  YOUR  WHOLE  LIFE 

We  all  want  to  live  our  whole  lives.  We  do  not  want  to  miss  anything 
if  we  can  help  it.  Hence  we  would  all  say  “yes”  to  the  quaint  old  question, 
“Wilt  thou  be  made  whole?” 

As  you  know,  it  is  the  question  put  by  the  Great  Physician  to  the  sick 
man  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  While  the  language  sounds  obsolete,  the 
situation  has  very  modern  features.  This  invalid  de¬ 
sired  to  be  made  well,  and  health  is  what  we  all  crave. 
He  thought  he  could  be  cured  if  he  only  had  someone 
to  help' him  to  the  pool  at  those  times  wfyen  it  bubbled, 
for  at  such  moments  its  waters  were  supposed  to  have 
healing  power. 

The  man  not  only  wanted  health,  as  we  do,  but 
like  so  many  of  us,  he  thought  his  condition  would  be 
bettered  if  others  would  only  aid  him.  But  as  he  was 
always  edged  away  by  those  more  active  who  went 
in  ahead  of  him,  he  felt  sorry  for  himself.  Thus  this 
man,  whose  infirmity  had  been  on  him  for  thirty-eight 
years,  waited,  wanting  to  be  made  well,  pitying  himself  and  blaming 
others  because  he  was  not  better  —  all  of  which  seems  pretty  modem, 
does  it  not? 

More  Than  Health 

As  for  the  old-fashioned  language  of  the  question,  “Wilt  thou  be  made 
whole?”  it  is  translated  in  up-to-date  terms  by  some  modern  versions  of 
the  New  Testament.  The  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  puts  it 
like  this:  “Do  you  want  to  be  healed?”  But  we  know  that  to  the  Nazarene 
Physician,  health  meant  more  than  mere  soundness  of  body.  It  meant  the 
well-being  of  the  whole  nature,  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

I  know  a  fellow  who  is  about  the  most  perfect  physical  specimen  one 
could  imagine.  He  has  no  aches  or  pains.  He  goes  where  he  pleases,  eats 
what  he  wants,  does  what  he  likes.  Yet  he  is  narrow  in  his  prejudices,  pro¬ 
vincial  in  his  outlook,  smug  in  his  whole  attitude.  He  is  merely  self-con¬ 
tained  in  too  small  a  container!  What  he  needs  is  to  be  stirred  out  of  his 


self-satisfaction.  He  npeds  to  have  his  outlook  enlarged  and  his  mind 
stretched.  To  be  made  whole  is  to  be  restored  to  the  norm  or  standard 
which  was  in  the  mind  of  the  Creator  when  He  gave  us  life. 

If  I  were  to  ask,  “Wilt  thou  be  made  normal?”,  most  of  us  wouu 
hardly  deign  to  answer.  We  regard  ourselves  as  normal.  We  would  spm^ 
the  idea  that  we  are  abnormal  or  subnormal.  We  usually  determine  normal- 
ity  by  taking  a  composite  of  the  traits  observed  in  the  persons  around  us 
and  if  we  measure  up  to  the  average,  then  we  consider  ourselves  normal 
But  what'  is  the  norm  of  wholeness  to  which  the  Great  Physician  would 
have  us  measure  up? 

Normalcy's  Credentials 

The  late  Dr.  Karl  Stolz  once  listed  the  marks  of  a  normal  person  ». 
follows: 

1)  He  is  engaged  in  a  socially  useful  occupation. 

2)  He  is  wholesomely  related  to  other  persons. 

3)  He  is  honest  and  capable  enough  ,to  examine  and  improve  himself 

4)  He  has  a  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  situation  of  others. 

5)  He  cultivates  a  tension-reducer  in  the  form  of  an  avocation. 

6)  He  has  a  sound  philosophy. 

Let  us  take  one  of  these  tests  of  normality.  First,  are  we  honest  and 
capable  enough  to  examine  ourselves?  Can  we  look  at  ourselves  without 
excusing  or  pretending?  Can  we  laugh  at  ourselves,  puncturing  our  foibles 
and  deflating  our  pride?  Can  we  condemn  ourselves  in  the  court  of  con¬ 
science  and  then  hold  ourselves  to  the  penalty,  or  do  we  parole  ourselves 
in  our  own-custody  and  then  after  a  while  forget  the  guilt? 

It  is  not  easy  to  keep  honest  and  capable  enough  to  examine  ourselves. 
Some  days  we  are  not  ourselves.  Yesterday,  when  I  flew  off  the  handle 
-in  anger,  I  was  not  myself.  You  see,  we  human  beings  need  not  only 
me  told  to  be  true  to  ourselves  —  we  need  to  be  shown  what  our  true  self 
is.  That  is  why  we  need  Him  whom  the  Epistle  of  John  calls  our  “Advo¬ 
cate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ,  the  righteous.”  He  stands  at  the  bar 
of  judgment  like  a  good  lawyer  pleading  the  strong  points  of  our  case 
but  also  putting  His  finger  on  the  weak  points.  His  righteousness  shows  up 
the  shoddiness  of  our  so-called  respectability.  He  does  not  let  us  off  in 
the  lax  custody  of  our  own  conscience  but  sets  oijr  sins  in  the  light  of  a 
Heavenly  Father’s  love,  until  we  see  ourselves  not  merely  as  others  see 
us  but  as  God  sees  us. 
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SECOND  LAYMAN’S  RETREAT 

This  is  a  message  especially  intended  for 
the  men  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference.  It 
is  to  announce  the  second  annual  Layman  s 
Retreat,  to  be  held  on  the  Hendrix  College 
Campus  July  21,  22,  1956. 

Last  year’s  retreat  was  so  successful  that 
all  the  men  were  of  the  opinion  that  we  should 
hold  one  every  year  if  possible.  We  have  chosen 
to  try  a  slightly  different  time  of  year  in  1956. 
The  July  date  should  be  easier  for  a  lot  of 
Methodist  men  who  are  farmers.  It  should  work 
no  hardship  on  others  to  hold  it  in  midsummer. 
The  men  will  be  quartered  in  the  dormitories 
on  the  Hendrix  campus,  and  will  eat  at  beauti¬ 
ful  Hulen  Hall.  Sessions  of  the  Retreat  will  be 
held  in  the  Hendrix  chapel. 

We  are  very  anxious  for  men  from  all_  over 
the  conference  to  attend.  A  quota  of  15  per 
district  has  been  set,  and  District  Superintend¬ 
ents  have  literature  to  place  into  the  hands  of 
the  pastors,  who  in  turn  can  give  it  to  interested 
laymen.  If  any  district  should  exceed  its  quota 
of  15  men,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  accom¬ 
modate  all  who  will  attend. 

A  fee  of  $6.00  will  be  charged  for  expenses. 
Those  who  desire  to  attend  should  send  ad¬ 
vance  registration  of  $1.00  as  soon  as  possible 
to  Charles  A.  Stuck,  Box  782,  Jonesboro,  Ark¬ 
ansas.  The  remaining  $5.00  can  be  paid  at  reg¬ 
istration  time  on  July  21st.  All  men  must  re¬ 
member  to  bring  PILLOW,  SHEETS,  TOWELS, 
SOAP.  The  college  has  none  of  these  and  can¬ 
not  tajte  care  of  any  person  who  does  not  bring 
these  articles. 

There  will  be  two  out-of-state  speakers  on 
this  program.  Everett  McCluhan,  Lay  Leader  of 
the  Southwest  Missouri  Conference,  and  Don 
Calame,  of  the  Department  of  Methodist  Men 
in  the  General  Board  of  Lay  Activities,  will  be 
on  hand  to  give  guidance  through  addresses  and 
round  table  discussions.  Others  on  the  program 
will  be  announced  later.  Ask  your  pastor  or 
District  Superintendent  for  a  copy  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  It  has  a  registration  blank  printed  on  it. 

Page  Six  \ 
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I  X 

ARE  YOU  WILLING  TO  SUPPORT 
RELIGIOUS  TRAINING? 

If  you  had  a  son  for  whom  a  good  musical 
education  seemed  particularly  desirable,  you 
would  see  he  was  enrolled  in  a  college  where 
the  teaching  of  music  was  a  major  department. 
Or,  in  a  college  without  such  a  department,  you 
would  see  that  he  was  provided  with  a  private 
teacher,  and  gave  many  hours  to  music  study 
and  practice.  If  necessary,  you  would  make 
considerable  sacrifice  to  give" him  that  training; 
and  he  would  gladly  devote  uncounted  time 
and  unmeasured  effort  t  o  acquiring  musical 
knowledge  and  skill. 

Or,  if  you  can  think  of  a  school  where  such 
a  basic  subject  as  mathematics  (or  reading) 
was  not  taught,  but  it  was  “tops”  in  everything 
else,  you  would  either  not  send  your  son  there, 
or  you  would  have  him  tutored  in  this  very 
basic  subject.  Your  money,  plus  his  time  and 
effort,  would  make  him  a  good  mathematician: 
that  would  be  basic  to  both  education  and  liv¬ 
ing  in  our  day. 

Now  each  one  of  us  is  very  much  con¬ 
vinced  that  basic  to  our  whole  modern  civiliza¬ 
tion,  basic  to  the  “life,  liberty  and  pursuit  of 
happiness”  we  enjoy  in  America,  is  our  religious 
faith  and  the  spiritual  principles  and  moral  con¬ 
trols  that  grow  out  of  it.  It  inspired  the  na¬ 
tion’s  founders,  we  say;  it  is  the  cement  with¬ 
out  which  our  whole  political-social-economic 
structure  would  fall  apart. 

And  yet,  our  public  schools,  elementary 
or  college,  must  not  teach  our  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  even  the  broadest  or  the  most-generally- 
accepted  principles  of  our  religious  faith.  The 
result  is  as  devastating  as  if  we  did  not  teach 
the  reading  of  notes  to  the  would-be  musician, 


Send  in  your  advance  $1.00  and  be  assured  of  a 
place  in  the  dormitory.  This  should  be  another 
great  time  for  Methodist  Men  to  get  together  in 
Christian  fellowship,  and  for  them  to  learn 
more  of  their  duties  in  the  church. 


or  mathematics  to  the  engineering  student.  They 
graduate  with  “dynamite”  in  their  hands  —  but 
without  judgement  as  to  its  use. 

I  know,  of  course,  that  the  main  reason  re¬ 
ligion  is  not  taught  in  the  public  schools  is  the 
principle  enunciated  by  the  nation’s  fathers  that 
“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  es¬ 
tablishment  of  religion.”  I  believe  in  that  law, 
interpreted  in  the  light  of  English  and  colonial 
experiences  with  “established  churches.”  But  I 
believe,  too,  that  it  has  been  warped  and  mis¬ 
used  as  an  instrument  in  the  struggles  between 
Catholicism  and  Protestantism,  and  in  Protes¬ 
tantism’s  inter-denominational  struggles,  to  a 
point  of  practical  atheism  and  anti-religion 
never  meant  by  the  proponents  of  that  First 
Amendment.  It  is  a  sort  of  flag  or  shield  behind 
which  too  many  unbelievers  have  hidden  —  and 
drawn  in  with  them  many  well-meaning 
churchmen.  One  can  hope,  with  the  “growing 
together”  of  Protestantism,  as  indicated  in  the 
efforts  toward  church  union  and  in  service 
councils,  and  through  inter-faith  understanding 
and  recognition  of  the  need  for  basic  religious 
instruction  of  the  spiritual  foundation  of  the 
nation  is  to  be  preserved,  that  religious  truth 
may  yet  find  its  way  into  public  education. 
One.  must  pray  —  and  work  —  lest  future  his¬ 
torians  write  this  over-extended  “principle”  as 
the  cause  of  a  nation’s  decay. 

Meanwhile,  the  home  and  the  church  — 
recognizing  this  vacuum  in  the  education  of  our 
children  —  have  a  teaching  task  to  perform.  If 
one  would  give  of  money,  and  time,  and  effort 
that  a  son  may  acquire  skill  in  music  or  mathe¬ 
matics,  should  not  similar  sacrifice  be  made  to 
acquire  knowledge  of  God  and  his  universe, 
skill  in  adjustment  to  men  and  the  mastery  of 
things,  happiness  and  peace  in  fellowship  with 
the  Eternal  and  with  his  purposes?  Primarily 
this  “adjustment  of  the  child  to  his  God”  be¬ 
longs  td  the  home;  but  few  parents  are  equip¬ 
ped  to  so  lead  their  children.  Nor  can  it  be 
adequately  done  in  4  hours  a  year  in  the  Aver¬ 
age  Sunday  school. 

It  needs  the  major  attention  of  the  whole 
local  church  and  its  ministry;  and  it  needs  the 
financial  support  of  parents,  and  the  time  and 
practice  of  youth.  Indeed,  it  may  require  a  te 
orientation  of  the  minister  and  the  service:  the 
sermon  may  have  to  give  way  to  class  instruc 
tion  and  demonstration,  the  “Sunday  morning 
hours”  be  a  daily  period  of  learning. 

Will  you  give  and  do  as  much  for  y°lU 
son’s  spiritual  well-being  as  for  his  music  °r 
math? 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Over  20  Priests 
Poznan 

London  (RNS)  Between  20  and 
30  Roman  Catholic  priests  were 
among  hundreds  of  persons  arrested 
for  alleged  complicity  in  the  three- 
jay  uprising  in  Poznan,  Poland,  .ac¬ 
cording  to  report  here. 

The  reports  said  Communist  au¬ 
thorities  had  charged  the  priests 
with  joining  other  “reactionary”  ele¬ 
ments  in  organizing  the  disturbances 
which  began  when  rebels  attacked 
the  headquarters  of  the  Polish  Uni¬ 
ted  Workers  (Communist)  Party  and 
other  buildings,  tore  down  Soviet 
flags  and  overturned  street  cars. 

The  Poznan  police  charged  that 
a  priest,  whose  identity  was  not 
immediately  disclosed,  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  distributing  posters  de¬ 
manding  the  release  of  Stefan  Cardi- 
nat  Wysznyski,  Primate  of  Poland. 
The  cardinal,  who  was  banished 
from  his  See  in  September,  1953,  is 
confined  in  a  monastery  in  western 
Poland. 

These  posters,  which  appeared  in 
large  numbers  on  city  walls  during 
the  uprising,  obviously  had  been 


Anglicans,  Methodists  Begin 
Conversations  on  Closer  Relations 

London  (RNS)  —  Conversations 
on  closer  relations  between  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  were  begun  here  by 
delegates' from  the  two  bodies. 

The  discussions,  which  will  be 
strictly  private,  may  extend  over 
two  or  three  years.  They  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Convocations  of 
Canterbury  and  York  last  July,  and 
later  by  the  Methodist  Conference. 

Dr.  George  K.  Bell,  Bishop  of 
Chichester,  is  chairman  of  the 
Angelican  delegation.  The  Metho¬ 
dist  group  is  headed  by  Dr.  Harold 
Roberts,  principal  of  Richmond 
College,  and  convenor  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Faith  and  Order  Committee. 

Members  of  the  Anglican  group 
include  Dr.  Clifford  A.  Martin, 
Bishop  of  Liverpool;  Dr.  Harry  J. 
Carpenter,  Bishop  of  Oxford;  Canon 
Stanley  L.  Greenslade  of  Durham; 
the  Rev.  Francis  Taylor,  principal 
of  Wycliffe  Hall,  Oxford;  Miss  S. 
Lister  of  the  Central  Council  for 
Women’s  Church  Work;  and  Prof. 
H.  A.  Hodges  of  the  University  of 
Reading. 

Among  the  Methodist  delegates 
are  Dr.  Eric  Baker,  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Conference;  Dr.  Norman 
Smith,  principal  of  Wesley  College, 
Headingley,  Leeds;  Dr.  E.  Gordon 
Rupp,  lecturer  at  Cambridge  Uni¬ 
versity;  Prof.  T.  E.  Jessop  of  Hull 
University;  and  Dr.  Dorothy  Farrar, 
vice-principal  of  Deaconess  College, 
Ilkley,  and  former  vice-president  of 
the  Methodist  Conference. 


Arrested  After 
Uprising ' 

printed  and  circulated  in  advance, 
the  police  claimed. 

It  was  rumored  that  the  Rev.  Kon- 
stant  Czymczak,  former  dean  of 
Poznan  Cathedral,  had  been  arrested 
on  charges  of  inciting  rioters,  and 
that  another  priest  was  seriously 
wounded  in  an  attack  on  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  security  police. 


Methodists  Baptize  First  Member 
Of  Primitive  Tribe 

Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia  (R 
US)  —  The  Rev.  H.  Jesse  Lawrence, 
President  of  the  Methodist  Church 
ui  Southern  Rhodesia,  performed  the 
hrst  baptism  of  an  African  in  the 
Sangwe  Valley  where  missionaries 
have  been  working  since  1949. 

The  new  Christian  is  a  member 
°f  the  primitive  Batonga  tribe.  The 
entire  tribe  is  being  moved  from 
he  valley,  which  will  be  flooded 
"'hen  the  Zambesi  River  is  dammed 
at  Kariba. 

Missionaries,  who  came  into  the 
Jea  at  the  invitation  of  the  tribal 
ana  •  ^ave  built  two  schools  there 
t  a  lnduced  parents  to  permit  girls 
10  attend  as  well  as  boys. 
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Jordan  Authorities 
Watch  For  New 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls 

Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  Jordan  police 
and  officials  of  the  Jordan  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Antiquities  are  keeping  a 
close  watch  for  the  appearance,  of 
new  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 

They  have  been  on  the  alert  ever 
since  the  Rev.  Roland  de  Vaux, 
O.P.,  director  of  the  Dominican 
Archeological  School,  informed  them 
that  he  had  discovered  another  re¬ 
cently-rifled  cave  which  probably 
held  an  important  cache  of  scrolls 
hidden  by  the  ascetic  Essene  sect. 

The  priest  said  there  were  indi¬ 
cations  that  the  cave  was  entered 
by  robbers,  probably  desert  bed¬ 
ouins,  only  a  few  days  before  he 
-examined  it. 

He  said  numerous  wrappings  and 
scraps  of  parchment  in  the  cave  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  contained  a  number 
of  scrolls. 


Miami  Opinion  Holds  Gideon 
Bible  Distribution  Legal 

Miami,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  Distribution 
of  New  Testaments  in  public  schools 
here  by  the  Gideons  is  “reasonable” 
and  legal,  the  Dade  County  School 
Board  was  advised  by  its  attorneys. 

“There  is  no  conflict  with  any 
statutory  provision,”  the  %  opinion 
stated. 

Attorney  Ed\yard  F.  Boardman, 
presenting  an  opinion  requested  by 
the  board  last  March,  added: 

“The  Board  of  Public  Instruction 
did  not  Violate  any  constitutional 
provision  against  sectarianism,  nor 
did  it  illegally  interfere  with  relig¬ 
ious  freedom  when  it  merely  adopt¬ 
ed  the  policy  of  permitting  distribu¬ 
tion  of  Gideon  Bibles  to  seventh- 
grade  students  in  the  Dade  County 
school  system.” 

When  the  Gideons  started  distri¬ 
buting  the  Bibles  an  attorney  rep¬ 
resenting  the  American  Civil  Lib¬ 
erties  Union  asked  that  the  practice 
be  stopped.  He  said  he  believed  it 
violated  the  principle  of  separation 
of  Church  and  State. 


Methodists  Told  Of 
Obstacles  Confronting 
Missionaries 

Greencastle,  In$.  (RNS)  —  Ob¬ 
stacles  confronting  missionaries  in 
presenting  Christianity  around  the 
world  were  discussed  at  the  11th 
annual  meeting  here  of  new  and 
furloughed  Methodist  missionaries. 

Among  the  stumbling  blocks 
singled  out  were:  Communism;  the 
resurgence  of  Buddhism,  Islam  and 
other  faiths;  mystic  nationalism 
which  substitutes  the  State  for  God; 
Christianity  being  linked  in  many 
areas  with  Western  “imperialism”; 
sectarianism  in  Christianity;  and 
materialism  and  secularism. 

The  eight-day  meeting,  attended 
by  some  400  persons,  was  sponsored 
by  the  Division  of  World  Missions 
and  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions. 

The  missionaries  pointed  out  dur¬ 
ing  a  discussion  on  evangelism  that 
a  mission  worker  should  identify 
himself  as  completely  as  possible 
with  people  of  newly-independent 
lands  and  their  political  and  social 
aspirations.  This,  they  said,  would 
prevent  the  missionary  from  being 
linked  with  colonialism. 

Dr.  James  K.  Matthews  of  New 
York,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Division  of  World  Missions,  told  the 
gathering  that  in  ten  years  more 
than  half  the  world’s  population 
has  changed  its  political  status  and 
25  countries  have  gained  their  free¬ 
dom. 

These  revolutionary  changes,  he 
said,  have  brought  about  changes  in 
the  Church  and  the  missionary 
movement.  A  noteworthy  change  in 
the  Church  was  the  notable  increase 
in  missionary  interest  among  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians,  he  said. 

Dr.  Mathews  added  that  if  some 
mission  fields  have  been  closed,  such 
as  in  China,  others  have  been  open¬ 
ed  in  Okinawa,  Taiwan  (Formosa), 
Hong  Kong,  Nepal  and  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 


Recorded  Religious 
Messages  Too 
Successful 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (RNS)  —  Re¬ 
ligion  by  telephone  enjoyed  a 
remarkable,  but  brief,  success 
here. 

Little  Rock  residents  cannot 
dial  MOhawk  6-8828  any  more 
and  hear  a  recorded  inspirational 
message  from  Dr.  T.  B.  Hay,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Pulaski  Heights  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  The  special  num¬ 
ber  rang  so  frequently  the  day  it 
was  initiated  that  several  tele¬ 
phone  circuits  were  jammed  in 
the  area.  Southwestern  Bell  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  disconnected  the 
machine  after  it  had  been  in  op¬ 
eration  for  24  hours. 

Dr.  Hay  said  calls  were  coming 
in  about  every  five  seconds.  “We 
had  to  cut  the  thing  off,”  he  said. 
“But  we  are  hoping  the  service 
can  be  installed  again  later  on.” 


100,000  Bibles  To  Be 
Distributed  In 
Soviet  Union 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Some 
100,000  Bibles  will  be  distributed 
this  year  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Ellingson,  New 
York,  a  secretary  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  told  delegates  to 
the  national  convention  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  —  Missouri  Sy¬ 
nod  here. 

The  Bibles  will  be  printed  from 
mats'  sent  behind  the  Iron  Cur¬ 
tain  last  year  by  the  society,  Mr. 
Ellingson  said. 

Half  of  them  will  be  printed 
under  Russian  Baptist  auspices 
and  half  under  Eastern  Orthodox 
auspices,  he  said. 

Mr.  Ellingson  thanked  the  sy¬ 
nod  for  $25,000  it  had  given  the 
society.  He  commended  the  work 
of  two  of  the  synod’s  men  in 
South  America  —  the  Rev.  Albert 
Lehenbauet  and  Dr.  Paul  Schelp, 
who  have  helped  revise  the  Span¬ 
ish  and  Portugese  Bibles. 


Religious  Groups  Recipients  Of 
Philanthropic  Giving 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
American  religious  groups  receive 
53  per  cent  out  of  every  dollar  that 
is  given  for  philanthropy,  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  reported  here. 

“Religion  is  the  main  recipient  of 
the  philanthropic  dollar,”  the  de¬ 
partment  said  in  a  report  prepared 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Karter  of  its  division 
of  research  and  statistics. 

The  department  estimated  that 


California  Methodists  Vote  To  Move  Seminary 


Redlands,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  The 
Methodist  School  of  Theology  is  to 
be  moved  from  the  University  of 
Southern  California  at  Los  Angeles  1 
to  the  Graduate  School  in  Clare¬ 
mont,.  Calif. 

Delegates  to  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Southern  California-Arizona 
Methodist  Conference  approved  the 
move.  For  some  time  Methodists  of 
the  area  have  felt  that  the  training 
of  their  ministers  ought  to  be 'under 
more  direct  denominational  control. 

A  report  to  the  Conference  said 
the  Claremont  school  had  offered 
16  acres  of  campus  free  to  the  Meth¬ 
odists.  The  Claremont  site  was  rec¬ 
ommended  by  a  56-member  com¬ 
mittee  which  studied  various  loca¬ 


tions  during  4he  past  year. 

At  its  new  site  The  seminary  will 
be  known  as  the  “Southern  Calif¬ 
ornia  School  of  Theology.” 

Dr.  Ray  W.  Ragsdale,  Los  Angeles 
district  superintendent,  told  the  del¬ 
egates  the  new  Ideation  is  geograph¬ 
ically  centered  in  the  Conference 
area.  He  said  this  will  enable  mini¬ 
sterial  students  to  “fan  out  on  week¬ 
ends  to  minister  to  churches  in  the 
ever-growing  Southern  California 
center  of  population.” 

The  delegates  also  approved  a 
goal  of  establishing  one  new  church 
a  month  for  the  next  four  years 
with  a  milion-dollar  fund  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  a  “stewardship  uplife  em¬ 
phasis.” 


philanthropic  giving  in  1954  reached 
a  record  $5,401,000,000,  of  which 
churches  and  other  religious  agen¬ 
cies  received  $2,850,00. 

In  1952,  the  last  previous  year  for 
which  such  a  survey  was  under¬ 
taken,  the  department  estimated  that 
$5,037,000,000  was  given  for  philan¬ 
thropy  and  that  churches  received 
$2,354,000,000,  or  about  47  cents  of 
each  dollar. 

The  share  of  the  nation’s  philan¬ 
thropic  gifts  going  to  religious 
groups  has  shown  a  steady  increase. 
In  1945,  for  example,  of  $3,229,000,- 
000  contributed  for  all  philanthropic 
purposes,  only  $1,158,000,000,  or  a 
little  more  than  a  third,  went  to  re¬ 
ligious  groups. 

Americans  have  increased  their 
philanthropy  five-fold  in  the  last  25 
years,  the  report  indicates.  In  1930, 
philanthropic  gifts  totaled  only  $1,- 
189  million.  In  the  depression  year 
of  1935  this  had  dropped  to  $849 
million.  By  1940  it  had  risen  to 
$1,249  million  and  in  1945  was 
$3,229  million.  In  1950,  gifts  totaled 
$4,466  million  and  in  1952  $5,037 
million. 

Corporations  have  increased  their 
giving  ten-fold  since  1940,  from  $38 
million  in  that  year  to  $375  million 
in  1954,  the  report  shows. 


Page  Sevep 


A  RECEPTION  was  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Tallulah,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  June 
24,  honoring  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo  and  family. 


Chairman,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Pike;  secretary-treasurer, 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Lanier.  Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth  is 
pastor. 


DR.  ALAN  WALKER,  international  evangelist 
of  Australia  foas  the  guest  preacher,  Sunday, 
July  1,  at  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Dr.  Nathan  H.  Melbert  is  pastor. 


BISHOP  H.  BASCOM  WATTS,  Lincoln,  Neb¬ 
raska,  was  the  guest  preacher  at  the  St. 
Charles  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  New 
Orleans,  Sunday,  July  1. 


REV.  NACE  CRAWFORD,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Galveston  District  of  the 
Texas  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was 
the  guest  preacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Winnfield,  Sunday,  June  24.  Rev.  Luther  Booth 
is  pastor. 


Avery  successful  vacation  church 

SCHOOL  was  held  at  the  Tangipahoa  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Juanita 
Lambert.  Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth  is  pastor. 


MRS.  L.  C.  EWING  was  director  of  the  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School  of  the  Jonesboro  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  which  closed  June  10.  Eighty-two 
pupils  and  20  workers  were  enrolled  in  the 
school.  Rev.  G.  W.  Dameron  is  pastor  of -"the 
church. 


REV.  JACK  MIDYETT,  pastor  of  the  Haynes- 
ville  Methodist  Church  was  the  speaker  on 
the  devotional  program  of  Radio  Station  KVHL, 
Homer,  each  morning  the  week  of  July  1. 


jyjISS  LOUISE  SHARP,  Louisiana  Conference 


Director  of  Youth  Work  was  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Minden,  Sunday,  July  1,  for  a 
conference  with  MYF  officers  and  adult  workers 
with  youth.  Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


REV.  AND  MRS.  REX  SQUYRES  and  family 
were  honored  Wednesday,  June  26  at  the 
regular  family  night  program  of  the  Westlake 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 


REV.  JAMES  McLEAN  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  staff  was  guest  preacher  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  Sunday,  June  24, 
in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt. 


THE  TALLULAH  METHODIST  CHURCH  will 
hold  a  church- wide  picnic  July  22  at  the 
Moberley  Pecan  Grove.  The  picnic  will  be  held 
immediately  following  the  morning  worship 
service.  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


MRS.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  was  guest  or¬ 
ganist  for  the  evening  worship  service,  Sun¬ 
day,  June  24,  at  The  First  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria.  Mrs.  Nellie  Hysell,  who  is  organist, 
was  on  vacation. 


BISHOP  a.  FRANK  SMITH,  of  the  Houston- 
San  Antonio  Area  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
was  the  guest  preacher  Sunday,  July  1,  at  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  was  also  a  guest  for  the 
morning  service.  Rev.  A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor. 


THE  TANGIPAHOA  METHODIST  CHURCH 
has  received  a  gift  of  a  sound  system  which 
will  play  chimes  over  the  loudspeaker.  An  inside 
speaker  and  pulpit  microphone  were  also  in¬ 
stalled.  Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth  is  pastor. 


A  FATHER-SON  fish  fry  was  held  by  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  Wednesday, 
June  27  with  over  a  hundred  in  attendance.  Mr. 
Rudy  Higgonbotham  is  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  who  sponsored  the  fish  fry.  Rev.  Jack 
H.  Midyett  is  pastor. 


REV.  EDWARD  W.  GOTT  was  guest  preacher 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop 
Sunday,  July  8.  Brother  Gott  is  pastor  of  the 
Phoenix  Charge,  Greenwood,  S.  C.  Rev.  R.  H. 
Staples  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  WILSON  WATSON,  pastor  of  the  Ponch- 
atoula  Methodist  Church,  preached  in  re¬ 
vival  services  held  recently  at  the  Pine  Ridge 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


THE  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  at  Louisiana 
Tech,  Ruston,  was  in  charge  of  the  evening 
service  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston, 
July  1.  A  Student  Choir  was  featured.  Bill  Aber¬ 
nathy  conducted  the  congregational  singing.  Rev. 
Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Church. 


REV.  R.  R.  BRANTON,  District  Superintendent 
of  the  Lafayette  District  was  the  preacher 
at  the  morning  service,  June  17,  of  the  New 
Iberia  First  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt 
is  pastor. 


REV.  WJLSON  WATSON,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ponchatoula,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  service,  July  8,  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Amite.  Rev.  Garland  Dean, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Kent¬ 
wood,  spoke  at  the  morning  service  July  15.  Rev. 
James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  R.  SAYES  were  hon¬ 
ored  at  a  reception  with  a  love  offering  ,  of 
groceries  June  22  at  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  Effie.  During  the  course  of  the  evening 
the  group  enjoyed  singing  old  familiar  hymns. 


THE  FIRST  METHODIST  of  Eunice  honored 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ned  L.  Stout  with  a  reception 
upon  their  return  to  Eunice  for  the  sixth  year. 
The  Church  was  organized  in  1896  and  this  is  the 
first  time  a  pastor  has  been  assigned  for  the  sixth 
year.  Among  gifts  received  was  a  puppy  for 
Debbie  Stout. 


NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Methodist  Church 
are:  Chairman,  Mr.  Hugh  D.  Young;  treasurer, 
Mr.  E.  D.  Travis;  and  secretary,  Mrs.  John  East. 
Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth  is  pastor  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  Church. 


DR.  FINIS  CRUTCHFIELD,  pastor  of  the  Mc- 
Farlin  Methodist  Church,  Norman,  and  lead¬ 
er  of  the  Oklahoma  delegation  at  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference,  was  the  guest  preacher  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Sunday, 
July  1.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 


REV.  W.  ALVERSON  and  family  were  wel¬ 
comed  to  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  June  26,  with  a 
fellowship  supper  sponsored  by  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment.  Miss  Rosalie  Ball  "is  president  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Kuhnell  and  Miss  Barbara  Farmer  are 
youth  counsellors. 


DR.  J.  B.  WILSON,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Arts 
and  Science  at  Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  Sunday,  July  1.  Dr.  Wilson  is  a  member 
of  the  Official  Board,  and  teaches  a  class  in  the 
church.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor. 


REV.  PAUL  CASSELS,  pastor  of  the  Shongaloo 
and  Whitehall  Methodist  Churches,  is  the 
gue^t  preacher  for  revival  services  at  the  Col¬ 
quitt  Methodist  Church,  July  9-14.  Services  for 
the  revival  will  be  held  in  the  Colquitt  Baptist 
Church  due  to  the  fact  that  the  air-conditioning 
units  for  the  Methodist  Church  have  been  de¬ 
layed  in  shipment.  Rev.  Jack  Midyett  is  pastor. 


AT  THE  ORGANIZATIONAL  MEETING  of  the 
Official  Board  of  the  Tangipahoa  Methodist 
Church  the  following  officers  were  elected: 


REV.  AND  MRS.  W.  R.  WENDT  attended  the 
Kiwanis  International  Convention  recently 
held  in  San  Francisco,  California.  The  members 
of  the  New  Iberia  Kiwanis  club  honored  Brother 
Wendt  by  sending  him  as  their  official  delegate. 
The  Wendts  made  the  trip  by  car  taking  time  to 


tour  the  western  states  and  visiting  cities  an 
points  of  interest. 


The  cheneyville  methodist  church 

celebrated  its  second  anniversary  June 
with  a  picnic  at  the  church.  The  second  Sund 
in  June  was  selected  as  the  “Home-Coming  Day 
for  the  church,  and  each  year  dinner  will  b 
served  at  the  church  for  members  and  friend! 
to  get  together  in  a  love  service  and  feast.  Sev 
enty-two  persons  were  present  for  the  anni 
versary. 


RELATIVES  of  tlie  late  Dr.  and  Mrs.  p.  ^ 
Lawrence  held  their  second  annual  reunion 
Father’s  Day  at  the  Haughton  Methodist  Church 
Dr.  Lawrence  was  a  member  of  this  church  8' 
of  his  95  years  and  was  a  steward  over  60  years 
The  Rev.  J.  M.  Alford  of  Shreveport,  who  is  j 
retired  former  pastor,  brought  the'  11  o’clock 
message,  “A  Quest  for  the  Best”.  Over  fifty  rel¬ 
atives  met  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church 
for  a  covered  dish  dinner. 


D ELTON  PICKERING,  a  senior  student  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  has  been 
selected  as  assistant  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder.  Mr.  Pickering  has  been  serv¬ 
ing  as  pastor  of  the  Crossroads  church  at  Hall 
Summitt.  He  is  president  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Fellowship.  His  work  in  the 
church  will  include  giving  assistance  to  the  in- 
Termediate  and  senior  organizations.  Rev.  J.  c 
Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


MEMBERS  AND  VISITORS  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist'  Church,  DeRidder  joined  in  a  Home- 
Coming  Dinner,  Sunday,  June  24.  Dr.  0.  E 
Sander  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  morning 
service,  and  lunch  was  served  in  the  rear  of  the 
Educational  Building  immediately  following 
Honored  guests  were  members  of  the  Board  o: 
Stewards  and  Trustees  through  1940.  This  was 
the  fifty-sixth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
First  Church.  Rev.  J.  C.  Whitaker  is  pastor  of 
the  Church. 


jy|RS.  W.  E.  TRICE  was  guest' speaker  at  a  joint 


meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  and 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  held 
at  the  Zachary  Methodist  Church,  June  11.  After 
a  covered  dish  supper,  furnished  by  the  women 
of  the  church,  Mrs.  Trice  gave  an  interesting  and 
informative  account  of  her  visit  to  the  General 
Conference  in  Minneapolis,  using  slides  to  il¬ 
lustrate  main  points  of  interest.  Mrs.  R.  O.  Mc- 
Craine  is  president  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and  Morgan 
Lipscomb  is  Chairman  of  the  Men’s  Club. 


jyjRS.  CHARLES  F.  GOLDTHWAIT,  President 


of  the  Louisiana  United  Church  Women,  and 
past-Conference  Secretary  of  Christian  Social 
Relations  and  Local  Church  Activities,  was  hon¬ 
ored  by  some  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
1  delegates  and  their  friends  at  a  buffet  luncheon 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Sam  B.  Dunbar  of  New 
Orleans.  Mrs.  Goldthwait  with  her  husband 
leaves  New  Orleans  soon  to  live  in  Raleigh,  N.  C 
where  her  husband  has  accepted  a  post  in  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  . 


TWENTY-EIGHT  received  certificates  at  the 
close  of  the  Vacation  Church  School,  Sunday, 
1  June  15,  at  the  Ork  Grove  Methodist  Church, 
Effie.  Assisting  Mrs.  Jeff  Guillory  as  director 
of  the  school  were  Mrs.  John  Sayes,  Mrs.  W.  A- 
Richey,  and  Mrs.  Hilton  Luneau.  Teddy  Jo  Ay^ 
mond  and  Cecelia  Moss  were  in  charge  of  the 
nursery  during  the  school.  The  W.S.C.S.  served 
refreshments  each  day.  At  the  close  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  service  open  house  was  held  in  the  educa¬ 
tional  building  for  the  parents  and  friends  to 
see  the  display  of  the  work  of  the  school.  ReV‘ 
John  Sayes  is  pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove  Church 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  was  the  guest' 
preacher  at  the  8:30  worship  service  in  the 
Napoleon  'Avenue  Methodist  Church,  New  Oi- 
'  leans,  Sunday,  June  24.  The  service  was  original' 
ly  scheduled  for  the  opening  of  the  new  $90, 1 
church  ^school  building.  However,  due  to  delays 
in  construction  the  building  lacked  about  three 
weeks  work  being  completed.  The  building  wa 
begun  during  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Albert  S.  Hur¬ 
ley  who  was  transferred  to  Franklin  at  the  recen 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Julian  Corkern  is  chairman  of  the  Building  C°n’ 
mittee.  Norwood  Hingle,  Jr.,  is  chairman  of 
Finance  Commission;  and  Mr.  Ernest  Arnold 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board. 
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Two  New  Churches  Added  To  Louisiana  Methodism 


Rev.  R.  H.  Staples,  Bastrop  First  Church  pastor,  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  Monroe 
District  Superintendent,  and  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  inspect  new  sign  at  site  of  new 
church  being  organized  at  Bastrop. 


Members  of  the  official  board  of  the  Horse  Shoe  Drive  Methodist  Church  elected 
at  the  organizational  meeting  are,  seated,  from  left,  T.  P.  Southerland,  George  H.  Pitts, 
and  R.  L.  Beck,  trustees;  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  Alexandria  district  superintenden  , 
Wallace  L.  Sandifer,  George  R.  White  and  Mack  King,  Jr.,  stewards.  From  left,  standing 
are  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Rev.  Otis  Spinks,  T.  W.  Holloman  and  stewards,  Vernon  E. 
Roark,  Charles  W.  Nelson  and  Roy  Ussery. 


TO  JOIN  TOUR 
ABROAD 

Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  will  join  a  tour  abroad,  in¬ 
cluding  a  visit  to  the  Holy  Land 
wflich  is  being  conducted  by  Bishop 
Dana  Dawson  of  the  Kansas  Area, 
according  to  a  recent  announcement. 

The  group  will  be  composed  of 
several  ministers  from  Louisiana  and 
Kansas.  They  will  sail  on  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  France  for  several  days 
of  sightseeing  in  Paris  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  From  Paris  they 
will  fly  to  Rome  for  a  visit  to  the 
Vatican  and  other  points  of  interest. 
From  Rome  they  will  fly  to  Greece, 
with  a  day  of  sightseeing  in  Athens, 
and  then  on  by  plane  to  Cairo. 

On  the  agenda  are  Beirut  and 
Damascus,  and  then  J  erusalem, 
where  they  will  visit  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  Bethlehem,  Jericho  and  the 
Dead  Sea.  They  will  journey  on  into 
Israel  and  the  trip  there  will  be 
highlighted  by  spending  the  night 
on  a  boat  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and 
fishing  for  breakfast.  They  will  also 
visit  Nazareth,  Jacob’s  Well,  and 
other  Biblical  points  of  interest.  Two 
weeks  will  be  devoted  to  the  tour 
of  the  Holy  Land. 

On  the  return  trip  the  party  will 
visit  Switzerland,  with  a  day  set 
aside  for  visiting  in  Geneva.  They 
will  then  fly  to  London  where  they 
will  attend  church  in  the  famous 
John  Wesley  Chapel,  where  the 
founder  of  Methodism  preached. 


Predict  New  Church  Construction 
Record  This  Year 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —Church 
construction  will  reach  a  new  high 
of  $750,000,000  this  year,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  predicted  here 
in  its  mid-year  building  forecast. 

It  also  estimated  that  the  nation’s 
private  schools  and  colleges  would 
spend  a  record  $550,000,000  on  new 
structures  during  1956. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Department 


The  Reverend  Hendrix  A.  Town- 
sley,  Methodist  minister  and  mis¬ 
sionary  on  furlough  from  service  in 
India,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at 
special  services  next  week  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Amite. 

Visiting  the  Amite  congregation 
with  Mr.  Townsley  will  be  his  wife 
and  two  daughters,  and  the  Rever¬ 
end  B.  ‘R.  Isaiah,  Methodist  District 
Superintendent  from  India. 

According  to  the  ReVerend  James 
E.  Christie,  pastor  of  the  Church, 
Mr.  Townsley  will  preach  at  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  services  on  Sunday, 
July  22,  and  Sunday,  July  29,  and 
will  speak  at  special  services  each 
evening  Monday  —  Friday,  July 
23-27. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Townsley,  who 
is  superintendent  of  the  Holston 
Hospital,  a  Methodist  institution  in 
Yadagiri,  South  India,  will  show 
movies  of  his  hospital  and  mission 
station  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
evenings.  He  will  speak  at  the  lunch¬ 
eon  meeting  of  the  Rotary  and  Ki- 
wanis  clubs  of  Amite  during  the 
week,  and  will  be  the  speaker  on  the 
daily  devotional  broadcast  on  station 
WABL  each  morning  at  9:00  a.m. 

Special  events  of  the  week  will 
include  a  fellowship  period  follow¬ 
ing  the  Evening  Worship  on  Sunday, 
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anticipated  a  drop  in  building  by 
church-related  private  hospitals  and 
other  institutions.  Probable  con- 


July  22,  sponsored  by  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild;  Men’s  Night  on  Tues¬ 
day,  July  24;  an  International  Din¬ 
ner  on  Wednesday  night,  July  25; 
a  coffee  honoring  Mrs.  Townsley  at 
10:00  a.m.  on  Thursday,  July  26;  and 
Youth  Night  on  Friday,  July  27. 


struction  in  that  field  is  now  placed 
at  $275,000,000  compared  with  $351,- 
000,000  last  year. 


Members  of  Methodist  Churches 
and  the  general  public  throughout 
the  area  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend  these  services  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Amite,  where  a  warm 
welcome  always  awaits  the  visitor. 


Two  new  churches  are  in  the 
process  of  being  started  in  Louis- 
ana  at  the  present  time,  one  at 
Bastrop  where  Rev.  Brady  B.  For¬ 
man  has  been  appointed  as  the  new 
church  pastor,  and  one  at  Alexan¬ 
dria  where  Rev.  Otis  W.  Spinks  is 
serving  temporarily  as  pastor.  The 
latter  church  will  be  known  as  the 
Horse  Shoe  Drive  Methodist 
Church. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Bastrop,  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples,  is  co¬ 
operating  with  the  new  Bastrop 
congregation  in  the  launching  of 
the  new  program.  A  lot,  162  by  660 
feet,  located  on  the  Mer  Rouge  road, 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Monroe 
District  Board  as  the  site  for  the 
new  church,  according  to  Rev. 
James  T.  Harris,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent.  Services  for  the 
new  church  are  already  being  held 
in  the.  American  Legion  Hall,  with 
56  persons  present  on  June  24  for 
worship.  A  Church  School  was  or¬ 
ganized  on  Sunday,  July  1,  with 
M.  U.  Reed  serving  as  the  tempo¬ 
rary  superintendent.  August  5  has 
been  set  ap  the  organizational  Sun¬ 
day  for  the  new  church  with  a  name 
being  chosen  at  that  time. 

The  building  site  is  a  memorial 
for  William  E.  and  Mary  Ella 
Holmes  McMeans,  given  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Arthur  S.  McMeans,  Sr. 
Louis  Eppinette  is  serving  as  church 
treasurer. 

Official  Board  members  and  local 
church  commission  chairmen  have 
been  chosen  for  the  Horse  Shoe 
Drive  Church  in  Alexandria,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend, 
Alexandria  District  Superintendent. 
The  church  was  organized  Sunday, 
June  17,  with  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon, 
Alexandria  First  Church,  pastor, 
delivering  the  first  sermon.  •  Serv¬ 
ices  are  conducted  at  8:30  each  Sun¬ 
day  morning  by  Rev.  Mr.  Spinks. 
Title  to  a  two-acre  site  is  presently 
being  held  by  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Missions  and  Church 
Extension,  and  the  site  is  located 
on  Bayou  Robert  at  the  southerly 
end  of  the  Aaron  Prescott  property 
on  Horse  Shoe  Drive.  All  persons 
received  into  the  church  through 
December  31  will  be  charter  mem¬ 
bers.  A  complete  organization  for 
the  church  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  very  near  future. 


LOUISIANA  YOUTH 
TO  WORK  CAMP 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Janice  and  12  other  campers  will 
work  under  the  direction  of  Richard 
and  Jean  England,  senior  students 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology  of 
Emory  University. 

Janice  is  actively  involved  in  the 
activities  of  the  youth  pi’ogram  of 
Louisiana  Methodism.  She  has  ser¬ 
ved  as  President  and  secretary  of 
the  local  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Providence.  Recently  she  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Howard 
Brown  Sub-District  of  Methodist 
Youth. 


Being  sorry  for  the  man  who 
offends  against  society  may  be 
Christian  charity  or  it  maybe 
maudin  sentimentality.  But  being 
sorry  for  the  society  against  which 
the  offense  was  committed  is  sim¬ 
ply,  common  sense.  For  if  the  sapd- 
ards  of  society  are  not  kept  high 
it  will  disintegrate — as  all  human 
history  proves.  Where  our  own 
society  is  concerned,  the  standards 
cannot  be  too  high. 
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Pictured  below  are  the  Reverend  Hendrix  A.  Townsley,  Mrs.  Townsley,  and  their 
two  children,  who  will  be  visiting  Amite,  July  20-29.  The  Amite  church  has  contributed 
to  the  support  of  Mr.  Townsley,  superintendent  of  a  Methodist  hospital  in  Yadagiri,  India, 
since  1942. 


Missionary  Fomily  To  Visit  First  Church,  Amite 


A  BOOK  FOR  PEDRO 

By  Jenelle  Marsh  Kanthaek 


ANE  took  another  book  from  her 
bookcase  and  packed  it  in  a 
large  cardboard  box. 

“What  are  you  doing?”  Joey 
asked  as  he  came  into  the  room. 

“Choosing  some  of  my  books  to 
give  away,”  Jane  told  him.  “Don’t 
you  know  we’re  to  take  them  to 
Vacation  Church  School  tomorrow 
for  our  closing  program?  We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  send  them  to  the  migrant 
boys  and  girls  who  work  in  the 
fields  and  haven’t  any  books.” 

Joey  didn’t  look  interested. 

“You  have  outgrown  lots  of  books, 
too,”  reminded  Jane.  “Why  don’t 
you  give  some  away?” 

“I  don’t  want  to.  They’re  my 
books  even  if  I  don’t  read  them  any 
more.” 

“But  Joey,  there  are  boys  and 
girls  who  don’t  have  any  books.” 

“I  don’t  care.  I  won’t  give  my 
books  away,”  Joey  insisted. 

The  day  after  vacation  church 
school  closed  Jane  and  Joey  and 
their  mother  and  father  packed  their 
suitcases.  Daddy  was  taking  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  and  he  was  glad  he  could 
take  his  family  along.  Joey  and 
Jane  each  took  a  new  book  to  read 
while  they  were  away. 

They  drove  many  miles  through 
the  country.  Everything  was  green 
as  far  as  they  could  see.  “What’s 
all  that  green  stuff,  Daddy?”  asked 
Joey. 

“Lettuce,”  Daddy  replied.  “This 
valley  is  called  the  ‘Salad  Bowl  of 
America’  because  they  raise  so 
many  vegetables  used  in  making 
salads.” 

A  truck  whizzed  by  on  its  way  to 
market.  “I’ve  counted  five  trucks 
loaded  with  lettuce,”  said  Joey. 

“So  have  I,”  said  Jane.  “And  there 
comes  another.  That  makes  six.” 

“Who  raises  all  these  vegetables — 
and  picks  them?”  wondered  Joey. 

“Men  and  women  and  children 
who  are  called  migrants,”  explained 
Mother.  “They  go  wherever  the 
crops  are  to  be  harvested.” 

“Oh,  they’re  the  ones  we  studied 
about  in  vacation  church  school,” 
Jane  remembered. 

Suddenly  the  car  spluttered,  then 
choked  and  stopped. 

“What’s  the  matter?”  asked  Moth¬ 
er. 

“I  don’t  know.  I’ll  have  to  call  a 
garageman,”  father  said. 

Joey  and  Jane  and  Mother  sat 
under  a  big  tree  near  the  road. 
Mother  read  a  story  to  them.  When 
she  finished  she  pointed  to  some 
buildings.  “Those  are  the  houses  the 
workers  live  in.” 

“But  they’re  only  wood  from  old 
boxes  nailed  together,”  said  Joey. 
“They’re  just  shacks.”  As  he  spoke 
two  children  came  out  of  the  rickety 
door  and  ran  across  the  field  toward 
them. 

“Hello.  My  name  is  Pedro  and 
this  is  my  sister  Maria,”  said  the 
boy.  “Did  your  car  break  down?” 

“Yes.  We’re  waiting  for  the  ga¬ 
rageman  to  fix  it,”  Joey  told  him. 
“We’re  on  a  little  trip.” 

“We’ll  go  on  another  trip  soon, 


too,”  said  Pedro.  “The  crops  are 
almost  gathered  here  so  we’ll  have 
to  look  for  another  place  to  work.” 
He  looked  at  the  book  in  Joey’s 
mother’s  -hand.  “I’ve  never  had  a 
book  of  my  own.” 

“You  haven’t?”  asked  Joey.  “Why, 
I  never  knew  anybody  who  didn’t 
have  books.” 

“Mother  was  reading  to  us.  Sit 
down  and  she’ll  read  to  you  too,” 
Jane  invited.  So  Pedro  and  Maria 
sat  down  beside  Joey  and  Jane,  and 
Mother  read  to  them. 

“Oh,  I  like  those  stories,”  said 
Pedro. 

“So  do  I,”  said  Maria. 

The  garageman  fixed  the  car. 
Daddy  tooted  the  horn  to  tell  his 
family  they  were  ready  to  go.  With 
a  smile  Jane  turned  to  Maria  and 
said,  “Here’s  my  book,  Maria.  You 
can  keep  it.  I  have  lots  of  others 
at  home.” 

Maria’s  eye  shone  with  happiness. 
“Oh,  thanik  you!  Thank  you  so 
much!  Oh,  Pedro,  we  have  a  book 
of  our  own!”  She  held  it  close. 
Pedro  looked  longingly  at  the  book. 

Joey  and  Jane  and  Mother  got  in¬ 
to  the  car.  Joey  held  his  book  on 
his  lap.  “This  is  my  book.  I  don’t 
have  tA  give  it  to  Pedro  if  I  don’t 
want  to,”  he  said  mostly  to  himself. 
No  one  said  a  word. 

“It’s  my  book,”  he  repeated.  “I 


don’t  have  to  give  it  away.” 

Still  no  one  said  a  word.  Daddy 
stepped  on  the  starter  and  drove 
down  the  highway.  Joey  looked 
back.  He  could  see  Maria  holding 
her  book  and  Pedro  looking  at  it. 

Suddenly'  Joey  spoke  again, 
“Please,  Daddy,  stop  the  car!  I’ve 
got  to  get  out.  I’m  going  back  and 
give  Pedro  my  book.  He  should 
have  a  book  too.” — From  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate 


WORSHIP  THOUGHTS 

This  is  God’s.  House 
And.  His  holy  day, 

And  we  meet  here  to  sing 
And  worship  and  pray. 

*  *  *  * 

-The  Bible  is  a  holy  book; 

God’s  words  are  written  there. 

I 'like  to  read  that  “God  is  love” 
And  I  know  I’m  in  His  care. 

*  *  * 

A  little  boy  helped  Jesus 
To  show  that  G®d  is  good. 

I  want  to  be  a  helper,  too, 

And  do  the  things  I  should. 

*  *  * 

Our  hands  we  fold,  our  heads  we 
bow, 

Ready  to  talk  to  Jesus  now. 

*  *  * 

We’ll  bow  our  heads  and  close  our 
eyes 

Before  we  .start  to  pray; 

We’ll  remember  God  is  listening, 
And  mean  the  words  we  say.  / 


CONCEIT 

> 

The  little  brown  bird,  very ' dainty 
and  wee, 

Plays  soft  on  a  flute  in  the  top  of  a 
tree, 

And  the  big  bullfrog  (listen!),  o 
bumpity-bum, 

Sits  deep  in  a  pool 
That  is  gloomy  and  cool 

And  plays  on  a  big  bass  drum. 

The  brown  cricket  twangs  on  a  ban¬ 
jo,  with  vim; 

The  small  tree  toad  carries  a  cornet 
with  him,  J 

And  the  big  bullfrog  (listen!),  o 
tumity-tum, 

Sits  winking  his  eyes 
Very  solemn  and  wise 

And  plays  on  a  big  bass  drum. 

It’s  a  wonderful  chdir  of  many  a 
tone, 

But  the  bullfrog  has  ears  for  no 
part  but  his  own. 

He  booms  from  his  puddle:  “O  come, 
come,  come! 

This  music  of  mine 
Is  splendid  and  fine. 

Ti-rumpty-tum!  Tummy -tum-tum!" 

— Elizabeth  Thornton  Turner, 
in  Exchange 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


First  Man:  “What  was  your  last 
job?” 

Second  Man:  “I  was  a  diamond 
cutter.” 

First  Men:  “In  the  jewelry  busi¬ 
ness,  eh?” 

Second  Man:  “No,  I  cut  the  grass 
at  the  ball  park.” 

*  *  * 

For  Sale  —  A  folding  bed  by  a 
lady  that  shuts  up  lilde  a  piano.” 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Jones  had  at  last  paid  the 
final  installment  on  her  baby  carri¬ 
age. 

“Thank  you,  madam,  and  how  is 
your  baby  getting  along?”  asked  the 
smiling  collector. 

“Oh,  simply  fine,”  replied  Mrs. 
Jones,  “he’s  graduating  from  high 
school  next  week.” 

*  *  * 

A  small  boy  in  a  Chicago  school 
protested  against  participating  in  a 
sewing  class,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  beneath  his  masculine  dignity. 

“George  Washington  sewed,”  said 
the  teacher,  assuming  that  every 
soldier  has  to  use  a  needle  and 
thread  at  times.  “You  don’t  con¬ 
sider  yourself  better  than  Washing¬ 
ton,  do  you?” 

“I  don’t  know,”  replied  the  lad. 
“Time  will  tell.” — Exchange 

*  *  * 

Panhandler:  Say.  Buddy,  can  y°u 
give  me  two  dollars  for  a  cup  of 
coffee?” 

Citizen:  “I  thought  you  always  asked 
for  ten  cents  for  a  cup  of  coffee. 
Panhandler:  “Yeah,  I  know,  but  I  nj 
putting  all  my  begs  in  one  ask-it. 


— In  The  United  Church  Observer 


MY  BIRDIE 


I  hear  a  birdie  singing, 

Out  in  the  apple  tree. 

He’s  singing  now  his  morning  song, 

I  know  it’s  just  for  me.  s 

He’s  telling  me  it’s  morning, 

I  should  be  out  of  bed. 

That  it  was  quite  disgraceful 
To  be  a  sleepy  head. 

He’s  up  and  had  his  breakfast, 

And  telling  me  it’s  fun 

To  find  it  in  the  garden 
And  get  up  with  the  sun. 

— Annabel  Wolfe 

- - 
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WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

A  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  has  recently  been  organized 
in  the  Berwick  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Thomas,  Secretary  of 
Promotion  and  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert, 
president  of  the  Lafayette  district 
met  with  the  women  to  help  organ¬ 
ize  the  society. 

Mrs.  William  Jones  was  elected 
president,  and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Welsh 
was  elected  treasurer.  Two  meet¬ 
ings  a  month  are  to  be  held. 

Rev.  Don  Smith,  pastor  of  the 
Horatio  Methodist  Church  installed 
the  following  officers  at  the.  evening 
service,  June  17:  President,  Miss 
Harriett  Lee  Wilson;  Vice-president, 
Mrs.  Fred  Sharp;  Recording  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  James  Reigner,  and 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Jim  Phillips. 


Rev.  Earle  Cravens,  pastor  of  the 
Washington  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock,  installed 
the  following  officers  for  1956-57  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  -  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild.  For  the  W.S.C.S.:  President, 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Brown;  Vice-president, 
Mrs.  Gale  Walters;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
V.  V.  Little,  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  R. 
B.  Kelly. 

For  the  W.S.G.:  President,  Miss 
Eula  Hawley;  Vice-president,  Mrs. 
Harold  Davidson;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Wylie  Glover,  and  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Gene  Imhoff. 


Rev.  Ed  Hollenbeck,  pastor  of  the 
Rison  Methodist  Church,  installed 
the  officers  of  the  Rison  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  at  a 
meeting  of  the  society  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Harvie  Attwood  on  June  5. 

The  new  officers  are:_  President, 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Knowles;  Vici-president, 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Williams;  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  Herman  Davidson;  Pro¬ 
motion  Secretary,  Mrs.  Marvin 
Reed;  Connectional  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
R.  C.  Carmical,  and  Local  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Ralph  Diggs. 


Circle  One  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  was  hostess  for 
the  covered  dish  luncheon  of  the 
Van  Buren  First  Methodist  Church 
on  Tuesday,  June  5. 

Mrs.  Fay  Williams  led  the  devo¬ 
tional  service  on  the  subject,  “World 
Fellowship.”  This  was  carried  out 
in  dialogue,  “The  World,  Home  and 
the  Skeptic”  by  Mrs.  O.  W.  Bohan- 
nan,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Sartain  and  Mrs.  O. 
U.  Hunter.  The  business  meeting 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson. 

Officers  for  the  new  year  were  in¬ 
stalled  on  Sunday  evening,  June  3, 
by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev. 
Jesse  L.  Johnson.  They  are:  Pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  it.  S.  Wilson;  Vice-pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Dollar;  Recording 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Harvey; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Geo.  Crafton;  Pro¬ 
motion  Secretary,  Mrs.  Henry  Pope. 
Wesleyan  Guild  officers  are:  Pres¬ 
ident,  Miss  Eugenia  Swearengen; 
Vice-president,  Mrs.  Pauline  Faber; 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Ray  Eas¬ 
ton;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Auga  Kinney, 
a  n  d  .Promotion  Secretary,  Miss 
Edith  Spear. 


The  officers  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
(La.)  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  were  installed  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  June  6,.  by  the  pastor 
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LOUISIANA  YOUTH  WORK 

•  It  has  been  said  that  Jesus  came 
not  to  make  life  easy  but  to  make 
men  great.  Our  work  as  youth  sec¬ 
retaries  is  primarily  that  of  helping 
the  youth  of  our  -state  to  become 
great  in  the  work  of  our  Father’s 
Kingdom.  Louisiana  youth  during 
the  past  year  have  given  through 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fund  $7,943.80 
to  help  His  light  shine  through-out 
the  world.  The  youth  of  the  eight 
districts  have  made  their  contribu¬ 
tions  as  follows:  Alexandria  — 
$514.40;  Baton  Rouge  —  $1,117.44; 
Lafayette — $244.03;  Lake  Charles — 
$831.18;  Monroe  —  $1,801.58;  New 
Orleans — $634.45 ;  Ruston — $1,361.68; 
Shreveport — $1,438.99.  These  youth, 
under  the  guidance  of  their  adult 
counselors,  have  used  the  recom¬ 
mended  mission  studies  and  have 
caught  a  vision  of  the  needs  of  their 
fellowman.  Thus  their  giving  to¬ 
wards  these  needs  has  greatly  in¬ 
creased  over  that  of  last  year. 

Many  of  our  districts  have  con¬ 
ducted  tours  of  the  mission  stations 
in  our  state,  taking  many  of  their 
youth  so  that  they  might  get  first 
hand  information  of  what  their  mis¬ 
sionary  dollar  does  for  those  in 
need.  Career  Clinics  have  been  held 
td  help  youth  find  their  place  in 
Christian  vocations,  many  are  con¬ 
sidering  full-time  service  and  others 
have  dedicated  their  lives  to  the 
work  of  His  Kingdom.  Youth  prayer 
groups  that  meet  regularly  are  be¬ 
ing  reported  increasingly  by  adult 
counselors.  Through  these  and  many 
other  activities  the  adult  workers 
with  youth  hgve  made  an  earnest 
effort  to  let  His  light  shine  through 
them  and  draw*  the  lives  of  our 
youth  unto  Him. 

It  has  been  a  wonderful  privilege 
and  experience  to  work  with  these 
youth  and  their  counselors  for  the 
past  eighteen  months.  It  is  with  sin¬ 
cere  regret  and  a  feeling  of  great 
loss  that  I  have  resigned  as  confer¬ 
ence  secretary  of  youth  work.  May 
Louisiana  youth  work  continue  to. 
go  forward  is  my  earnest  prayer. — 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Manning,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Youth  Work,  Louisiana 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice 


of  the  church,  Rev.  Angus  L.  Car- 
ruth.  New  officers  are:  President, 
Mrs.  Hugh  D.  Young;  Vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Doris  Travis;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Vivian 
Young.  The  installation  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  supper  prepared  by 
members  of  the  society. 


The  officers  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Tangipahoa,  La.,  were  installed  on 
Sunday,  June  10,  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  hour.  They  are:  Pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Carruth;  Vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Robert  Pezant;  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  John  H.  Kent;  Promotion  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  Clyde  White. 


The  Lewisville  Society  held  open 
house  on  Sunday  evening,  June  17, 
in  honor  of  the  new  pastor  of  the 
church,  Rev.  David  M.  Hankins.  In 
the  receiving  line  were  •Mrs.  Ed¬ 
mund  Cargill,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Society,  Rev.  and  Mrs.' 
Hankins  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale 
Turner. 


ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  AREA 


CENTRAL  METHODIST 
WESLEYAN  SERVICE 
GUILD 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Central  Methodist  Church,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas,  was  organized  in 
1941  with  nine  charter  members. 
The  membership  grew  and  in  1952, 
it,  was  divided  into  two  units,  one 
being  named  for  Miss  Nellie  Dyer, 
the  other  for  Miss  Pearle  McCain. 
With  a  further  increase  in  member¬ 
ship,  this  year  it  was  decided  to 
organize  a  third  unit  which  was 
named  in  honor  of  Miss  Edith  Mar¬ 
tin,  each  unit  having  a  beginning 
membership  of  seventeen.  Mrs^ 
Irene  Steams,  Miss  Ora  Couch  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  Crittenden  are  the 
presidents  of  the  three  units. 

During  the  Guild  Weekend  on  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  the  Fayetteville  Guilds 
gave  a  tea  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
June  17th,  in  Wesley  Hall  for  the 
Guilds  of  the  North  Arkansas  Dis¬ 
trict  when  Miss  Edith  Martin  was 
present  and  was  honored  with  a 
corsage  of  white  carnations.  After 
the  tea,  guests  and  members  went 
into  the  sanctuary  of  the  church 
where  an  inspiring  talk  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Eva  Vogel  of  West  Mem¬ 
phis,  Conference  Guild  Secretary. 
Mrs.  Vogel  was  presented  with  a 
gift  from  the  District  in  appreci¬ 
ation  of  her  services.  — Margaret 
Lee,  Secretary  of  Promotion 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 
ZONE  MEETING 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  Zone  3, 
Ruston  District,  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  was  held  in  the 
Farmerville  Methodist  Church,  June 
5,  with  Mrs.  R.  J.  McGehee  of 
Downsville  presiding. 

There  were  fifty-four  present,  in¬ 
cluding  eight  District  officers.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer 
and  a  song,  followed  by  a  few  words 
of  welcome  and  a  devotional,  by 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Whitaker  of  Farmerville. 

The  training  period  for  officers 
of  local  societies  was  conducted  by 
the  District  officers.  Each  officer 
was  instructed  in  the  duties  of  her 
work. 

At  the  close  of  this  session,  during 
a  short  intermission,  the  Farmerville 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv- 


May  17,  1955-May  16,  1956 
CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
RECEIPTS : 

Balance  in  Bank  May  17,  1956  $  3,004.05 
Savings,  Rapides  Bldg.  &  Loan 

Association  .  3,000.00 

Total  paid  on  pledge.  $117,373.57 
Children — 501 .32 

MYF— 3,974.47  4,475.79  ! 

121,854.36 

Cash  for  Supply  Work  16,854.36 
Alcohol  Education  Fds.  3,326.45 
Returns  to  Cultivation.. ,  341.03 

Supplementary,  Deacon¬ 
esses  Fund  .  3.30 

Transient  Funds  .  639.60 

Week  of  Prayer  .  8,282.52 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  (Less 

reserve  for  cultivation) .  150,957.47 


TOTAL  TO  BE  AC¬ 
COUNTED  FOR  . $156,961.52 

DISBURSEMENTS : 

To  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service: 

WSCS— Total  pledge..  95,524.42 
WSG— Total  pledge...  13,989.15 


TOTAL  ON  PLEDGE  109,513.57 
Children — 501.32 

MYF— 3,974.47  4,475.79 


TOTAL  ON  APPROPRI¬ 
ATIONS  .  113,989.36 


PARAGOULD  DISTRICT 
WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF 
CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

Paragould  District’s  Officers’ 
Training  Day  was  held  Tuesday, 
June  26th,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Pocahontas,  with  eighty- 
three  members  present,  represent¬ 
ing  sixteen  societies.  During  regis¬ 
tration  Misses  Sallee  and  Harrell 
served  punch. 

The  Organ  Prelude,  Ilyinsky’s 
“Berceuse”,  was  played  by  Mrs. 
Vernon  King.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Nickels, 
District  President,  presided  and 
conducted  the  business  session.  The 
Rev.  Van  Harrell,  Pastor  of  the  host 
church,  conducted  the  worship  serv¬ 
ice  and  gave  an  impressive  message. 
A  Quartette,  “Hear  My  Prayer”  was 
rendered  by  Mrs.  Byron  Blair,  Mrs. 
Bruce  Coate,  Mrs.  O.  W.  McFall,  and 
Mrs.  Vernon  King. 

Greetings  were  extended  by  Mrs. 
Everette  Bates  of  Pocahontas  and 
Response  was  given  by  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Hurt  of  Paragould.  Miss  Iris  Bell, 
Rural  Worker  in  Paragould  District, 
was  presented  with  a  Life  Member¬ 
ship  Pin  and  Certificate,  a  surprise 
gift  from  the  District.  The  beautiful 
service  of  presentation  was  given  by 
.Mrs.  Mabel  S.  Pope'  of  Piggott. 

Following  the  Officers’.  Discussion 
Period,  reports  from  the  groups 
were  given  and  a  summary  by  Miss 
Iris  Bell. 

A  delicious  luncheon  was  served 
by  the  hostess  society. 

Mrs.  Vernon  King  opened  the  af¬ 
ternoon  session  with  the  organ  pre¬ 
lude,  “Concerto”  by  Wienianski.  A 
Panel  “The  Changing  Emphases  of 
the  Local  Society”  was  given  with 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Starr  of  Paragould,  Lead¬ 
er.  Participants  were  Mrs.  James 
Chandler  of  Rector,  Mrs.  Charles 
Gregory  of  Piggott,  Mrs.  Robert 
Higginbotham  of  Walnut  Ridge  and 
(Continued  on  page  15) 

ice  served  refreshments. 

Mrs.  McGehee  conducted  a  short 
business  session.  Mrs.  George  Lind¬ 
sey  of  Bernice  was  elected  zone  sec¬ 
retary,  succeeding  Mrs.  Cecil  Read 
of  Farmerville. 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  with 
prayer  by  Mrs.  Henry  Blount,  wife 
of  the  pastor  of  Grace  Church,  Rus¬ 
ton. — Mrs.  W.  R.  Whitaker,  reporter 


Week  of  Prayer,  WSCS  7,171.43 
Week  of  Prayer,  Guild  1,091.09 


Cash  for  Supply  Work, 

WSCS  .  14,249.58 

Cash  for  Supply  Work, 

Guild  . 2,280.63 

Supplementary  : 

Deaconesses  Fund — 3.30 
Miss  Elizabeth 

Thompson — 345.00  348.30 

Transient : 

Miss  Frances 
Gaby — 10.00 
Pins— 10.50 


World  Literacy — 20.13  40.63 

TOTAL  TO  WOMAN'S 


DIVISION  ... . $139,171.02 

Louisiana  Moral  & 

Civic  Foundation  .  3,000.00 

Transient  Funds  .  469.33 


Conference  Cultivation  7,305.57 


TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS .  149,945.92 

Balance  in  Bank  May  16,  1956  .  4,015.60 

Savings,  Rapides  Bldg. 

&  Loan  Association .  3,000.00 


TOTAL  ACCOUNTED  FOR . $156,961.52 

'  Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  J.  H.  McSween, 
Conference  Treasurer 
May  20,  1956 


t 
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With  the  colleges 

Two  New  Staff  Members 
For  Centenary 


LeRoy  Anspach,  a  pianist  personally  recommended  by  the  internation¬ 
ally  famous  Jose  Iturbi,  has  accepted  the  position  of  director  of  the  school 
of  music  at  Centenary  College. 

Anspach,  who  has  headed  the  department  of  piano  at  Washburn  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Topeka,  Kans.,  since  1952,  will  succeed  Dr.  Ralph  Squires,  who 
has  resigned  to  accept  another  position.  Details  of  Dr..  Squires’  new  position 
will  be  announced  later  when  he  returns  from  Europe,  where  he  is  spend¬ 
ing  the  summer. 

Dean  LeRoy  Vogel  said  Anspach  is  a  Philadelphian  by  birth  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  from  Temple  University  there.  He 
earned  his  MM  degree  at  Indiana  University  in  Bloomington,  Ind.,  and  did 


private  teaching  in  Philadelphia  for 
the  following  ten  years.  He  was 
head  of  the  piano  department  at 
Chattanooga  University  in  Tennes¬ 
see  for  several  years  prior  to  accept¬ 
ing  his  present  position  at  Wash¬ 
burn. 

Anspach  has  appeared  as  soloist 
with  the  New  York-  Philharmonic 
Orchestra,  the  Philadelphia  Civic 
Orchestra  and  the  Bell  Telephone 
Chorus.  His  three  Town  Hall  ap¬ 
pearances  won  wide  praise  from  the 
press.  It  was  after  he  appeared  as 
soloist  with  the  Philadelphia  Or¬ 
chestra,  under  Iturbi,  that  the  farmed 
musician  recommended  him  highly 
as  both  pianist  and  teacher. 

Dean  Vogel  said  Anspach  will  as¬ 
sume  his  new  duties  in  September 
and,  like  Dr.  Squires,  also  will  have 
the  title  of  professor  of  piano  at 
Centenary.  Mrs.  Anspach,  a  highly 
trained  soprano  who  has  appeared 
in  opera  and  with  her  husband  on 
the  concert  stage,  will  accompany 
him  to  Shreveport,  where  they  will 
make  their  home.  She  is  the  former 
Miss  Eloise  Temple,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Temple  of 
Monroe. 

New  Dean  of  Women 

Miss  Lenore  Rees,  who  has  been 
assisting  with  the  summer  exchange 
program  for  Spanish-speaking  stu¬ 
dents,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
dean  of  women  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

Dean  Leroy  Vogel  said  Miss  Rees 
will  assume  her  new  duties  in  Sept¬ 
ember  and  also  will  hold  the  rank 
of  assistant  professor  of  Spanish. 
She  will  replace  Miss  Betty  Mc- 
Knight,  assistant  professor  of  math¬ 
ematics,  who  served  as  acting  dean 
of  women  during  the  past  year. 

A  life-long  Methodist,  Miss  Rees 
received  her  BA  degree  from  Scar- 
ritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn,.  and 
her  master’s  degree  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  University  of  Mexico,  Mexi¬ 
co,  D.F.  She  has  had  teaching  ex¬ 
perience  at  many  cities  in  Texas  as 
well  as  at  Durango,  Mexico,  and  at 
Trinity  University  in  San  Antonio. 
Tex.  From  1947  to  1952,  she  taught 
Spanish  at  Centenary  College,  and 
since  that  time  she  has  been  teach¬ 
ing  Spanish  in  the  public  school 
system  of  Bryan,  Tex. 

Miss  Rees  has  served  as  clerk- 
translator  for  the  Office  of  Censor¬ 
ship  for  the  federal  government  in 
San  Antonio  and  has  had  experience 
with  the  War  Department’s  person¬ 
nel  center  at  Fort  Sam  Houston, 
Tex.  She  also  has  had  wide  exper¬ 
ience  in  girls’  club  work  both  in 
the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Miss  Rees,  who  has  been  making 
her  home  in  Bryan,  will  move  to 
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Shreveport  when  she  assumes  her 
duties  at  Centenary  on  a  full-time 
basis  with  the  start  of  the  fall 
semester. 


Centenary  College  News 

Centenary  College  last  week  re¬ 
ceived  a  check  for  $115,000  from 
the  Ford  Foundation  as  the  first 
payment  of  an  appropriation  ex¬ 
pected  to  total  $230,000.  The  Foun¬ 
dation  originally  had  announced 
that  Centenary  was  to  receive  a  to¬ 
tal  of  $148,000  under  its  program  to 
help  raise  faculty  salaries  at  630 
privately  -  supported  colleges  and 
universities.  However,  latest  infor¬ 
mation  indicates  that  the  checks 
just  received  represent  one-half  of 
what  each  college  can  expect.  Final 
payments  will  be  distributed  by 
July  1,-4957. 


A  Danish  youth,  Niels  Ebbe  Han¬ 
sen  of  Copenhagen,  has  been  selec¬ 
ted  recipient  of  the  M.  L.  Bath  Ro¬ 
tary  International  Scholarship  to 
Centenary  College  for  the  1956-57 
academic  year.  Hansen,  the  son  of 
a  senior  bank  clerk  in  Copenhagen, 
has  attended  the  Ostersogades  Gym¬ 
nasium  school  in  his  native  city 
since  1944  and  reads,  writes  and 
speaks  English,  German  and  French 
in  addition  to  his  native  tongue.  The 
scholarship,  which  covers  all  costs 
for  one  year  at  Centenary,  is  given 
annually  to  a  foreign  student  who 
wishes  to  study  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  established  by  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Bath  of  Shreveport  in  memory  of 
her  husband,  the  late  M.  L.  Bath, 
prominent  businessman  and  Rotar- 
ian. 

A  group  of  14  Spanish-speaking 
students  from  the  Monterrey,  Mexi¬ 
co,  Technological  Institute  has  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  Centenary  campus  to 
spend  the  month  of  July  studying 
English  conversation,  grammar  and 
composition.  Dr.  Ralph  White  is  co¬ 
ordinator  of  the  exchange  program 
between  Centenary  and  Monterrey 
Tech  and  is  being  assisted  by  Miss 
Lenore  Rees  and  William  Somner. 
Professor  Gustavo  Perez  of  Mon¬ 
terry  Tech  accompanied  the  group 
to  Centenary. 


Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Centenary  College,  conduct¬ 
ed  noon  services  last  week  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Beck  Building,  Shreve¬ 
port’s  newest  and  largest  office 
structure.  The  services  are  conduct¬ 
ed  daily  for  working  people  in  the 
building  and  for  shoppers  wishing 
to  pause  in  their  day  for  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  of  prayer  and  meditation. 


Hendrix  Receives 
Grant  For  Self- 
Evaluation 

Hendrix  College  has  received 
notice  of  a  grant  of  $4,000  from  the 
Fund  for  the  Advancement  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  President  Matt  L.  Ellis  an¬ 
nounced  today.  The  fund-  will  as¬ 
sist  the  college  in  a  self-evaluation 
study  which  is  ,to  be  made  during 
the  next  18  months  and  will  cost  a 
total  of  perhaps  $7,000. 

Director  of  the  Hendrix  study  will 
be  Dr.  O.  T.  Gooden,  professor  of 
economics  and  director  of  the  office 
of  examinations.  Others  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  heading  the  study  will  be 
Dean  W.  C.  Buthman,  Dr.  Richard 
E.  Yates,  professor  of  history;  Dr. 
Robert  L.  Campbell,  professor  of 
English,  and  a  representative  of  the 
natural  sciences  area  who  is  yet  to 
be  named. 

Funds  for  the  study  will  go 
toward  the  cost  of  professional  con¬ 
sultants,  travel,  clerical  help  and 
test  making  and  scoring,  President 
Ellis  said. 

The  Fund  for  the  Advancement 
of  Education  was  established  by  the 
Ford  Foundation.  It  is  the  same 
agency  that  has  been  financing,  the 
Arkansas  Experiment  in  Teacher 
Education. 

Memorial  For  Miss  Hill 

Establishment  of  a  memorial  to 
Miss  Vivian  Hill,  member  of  the 
Hendrix  faculty  since  1918,  who 
died  in  April,  has  been  begun  by 
former  students  and  other  friends. 
Funds  received  to  date  exceed  $300, 
according  to  Dr.  O.  T.  Gooden, 
chairman  of  a  committee  asked  to 
administer  the  movement. 

Plans  call  for  a  display  case  for 
the  library  lobby,  together  with  the 
beginning  of  a  collection  of  beautiful 
and  historic  books.  Others  on  the 
committee  are  Miss  Myrtle  E. 
Charles,  emeritus  professor  o  f 
French,  and  Mrs.  Ella  Myrl  Shanks, 
dean  of  women.  All  wishing  to  do 
so  are  invited  to  contribute  to  the 
memorial  fund,  Dr.  Gooden  said. 

New  Major  In  Physics 

Hendrix  students  will  be  able  to 
obtain  an  A.B.  degree  with  a  major 
in  physics  as  a  result  of  action 
taken  recently  fey  the  College’s  pol¬ 
icy  and  curriculum  committee.  Ad¬ 
dition  of  the  major  is  due  to  the  in¬ 
creased  interest  in  physics,  especial¬ 
ly  in  the  nuclear  field.  Dr.  Joe  G. 
Robbins  is  professor  of  physics. 

New  courses  in  electricity  and 
magnetism,  light  and  thermo-dy¬ 
namics  will  be  added  to  present 
offerings  in  the  area.  First  students 
authorized  to  graduate  with  the  new 
major  will  be  members  of  the  Class 
of  1958.  ^ 

The  new  physics  major  will  in¬ 
crease  to  25  the  number  of  depart¬ 
ments  and  areas  in  which  a  major 
can  be  taken  by  Hendrix  students. 


PERFECTION 

Grover  Cleveland  Alexander,  one 
of  the  greatest  pitchers  of  all  time, 
got  some  form  of  pitching  practice 
during  his  farm  life.  He  threw 
balls,  stones,  pieces  of  brick,  apples, 
anything  he  could  find.  He  nailed 
a  catcher’s  glove  to  a  chicken  coop 
and  would  throw  at  it  until  he  could 
hit  it  9  times  out  of  10.  In  a  world 
series,  admirers  would  discuss  his 
ease  and  mastery.  But  no  one  knew 
better  than  he  that  back  of  his 
amazing  pitching  was  the  patient 
drudgery  of  pitching  at  that  old 
catcher’s  mitt  nailed  to  a  chicken 
coop. — Rev.  A.  Purnell  Bailey,  Grit. 


COLLEGE  GROUPS 
GIVE  TO  MISSIONS 

New  York  (BD)  —  Methodist  col¬ 
lege  students  in  265  campus  groups 
across  the  United  States  increased 
their  giving  this  year  to  causes  be¬ 
yond  their  dwn  campuses  by  22 
per  cent  or  $6,245,  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church 
has  announced. 

Total  giving  to  such  causes 
through  the  Methodist  Student  Fel¬ 
lowship  Fund  in  the  1955-56  school 
year  was  $34,938,  as  compared  with 
$28,693  given  in  1954-55,  the  mission 
board  said. 

The  fund  includes  missionary,  ed¬ 
ucational  and  interdenominational 
student  projectors.  It  is  administered 
and  promoted  by  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement 
(MSM),  and  organization  for  Metho¬ 
dist  college  students. 

The  total  amount  given  this  year 
was  almost  30  times  the  amount 
given  in  the  Fund’s  first  year,  1943- 
44,  when  receipts  were  $1,172,  and 
the  increase  this  year  over  last  was 
the  largest  in  any  one  year. 

Four  factors  account  for  the  in¬ 
crease  in  student  giving,  in  the  o- 
pinion  of  the  Rev.  R.  Claude  Single- 
ton,  director  of  student  work  for  the 
Board  of  Missions.  One  is  an  increas¬ 
ing  interest  in  missions  and  the 
ecumenical  church,  another  is  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  groups 
giving,  a  third  is  a  growing  fellow¬ 
ship  between  donors  and  recipients, 
and  the  fourth  is  that  the  Fund  has 
become  an  established  part  of  the 
program  of  Meth  odist  college 
groups. 

Receipts  from  the  Fund  are  di¬ 
vided  between  the  Boards  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Missions  for  disburse¬ 
ment.  This  year  the  mission  board 
received  $22,462  and  the  education 
board  $12,475. 


Fun  For  Older  Adults 

Leaders  of  older  adult  groups  will 
welcome  Fun  for  Older  Adults,  by 
Virginia  Stafford  and  Larry  Eisen- 
berg,  just  off  the  press. 

Prior  to  1944  the  older  adult  group 
had  received  little  specific  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  church.  However,  due 
to  the  vision  of  Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy. 
director  of  the  Department  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  of  Adults,  General 
Board  of  Education,  and  Miss  Staf¬ 
ford,  member  of  his  staff  and  re¬ 
sponsible  for  Christian  education 
planning  for  older  adults,  interes 
in  the  work  has  increased  until  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  of  1955  there  weie 
more  than  50  conference-wide  meet¬ 
ings  for  this  age-group. 

Before  the  release  of  Fun  for  Old¬ 
er  Adults  on  June  10,  there  were 
only  meager  materials  giving  recre- 
ation  suggestions  for  people  past  65. 
Now  a  wealth  of  material  for  “fun 
for  older  adults”  is  available  for 
leaders,  and  for  the  oldsters  them¬ 
selves. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Eisenberg,  co¬ 
author  of  .the  book,  is  a  leading 
authority  in  many  phases  of  rec¬ 
reation  and  is,  author  of  severs 
widfely-used  books.  Mrs.  Blanc  e 
Sloan,  formerly  on  the  Local  Churc  i 
Division  staff,  did  the  illustrations. 

Fun  for  Older  Adults  is  published 
by  Parthenon  Press.  Price,  $1.00  a 
the  branch  of  The  Methodist  Pu 
lishing  House  that  serves  you. 
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Written  May  14,  1956  by  request  for  the  Prayer  Life  Movement. 

I  Heard  The  World  At  Prayer 

By  Grace  Noll  Crowell 

1  heard,  the  world  at  prayer.  1  heard  the  pleading 
Of  countless  souls  whose  voices  do  not  cease  .  .  . 

The  urgent  and  insistent  prayer  of  nations 
Crying  out  for  Universal  Peace. 

I  heard  the  pastors  of  great  churches 
Praying  to  God  for  a  revival  in  our  time  .  .  . 

The  earnest,  sincere  utterances  lifting 
Like  incense  in  it$  upward  reaching  ctimb. 

I  heard  a  strong  man  praying  for  forgiveness, 

I  heard  a  woman  weighted  down  with  care 
Cry  out  to  God.  Oh,  I  have  heard  earth’s  anguish 
Made  vocal  in  an  agony  of  prayer. 

And  I  have  seen  their  gladness  when  the  answer  .  .  . 

Has  come  with  mercy  from  the  throne  of  God  — 

With  full  assurance  that  His  peace  is  granted  .  .  . 

That  men  may  walk  light-hearted  on  earth’s  sod. 

And  there  will  be  a  great  and  sure  revival 
When  mankind  prays  together  in  their  need. 

God!  God!  We  lift  a  hallelujah  chorus 

For  answered  prayers.  We  praise  Thee,  Lord,  Indeed! 

(Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Thomas  L.  A.  Carruth,  Board  of  Evangelism  staff 
member,  this  new  poem  is  published  for  the  first  anywhere  in  this  publication.) 


South  Central  Methodists  to  Strengthen 

Missions 


Russian  Religious  Life 
Vigorous  Say  Visitors 

Chicago  (WAP)  —  The  five  Rus¬ 
sian  Baptists  who  are  on  a  3-day 
tour  of  the  U.S.'  as  guests  of  the 
four  major  Baptist  groups  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  appeared  eager  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions  frankly  and  with  ease  at  a 
meeting  in  Chicago  of  Mennonite 
leaders.  “Evangelical  church  life  is 
vigorous  in  Russia”  said  one  of  the 
visitors  and  church  members  bring 
others  with  them  who  expand  the 
circle.  — 

Anyone  is  free  to  attend  and  join 
the  Baptist  churches,  but  the  only 
methods  of  evangelization  open  are 
preaching  in  the  churches  and  in¬ 
dividual  witnessing,  and  there  are 
no  Baptist  training  schools  or  sem¬ 
inaries.  Ten  to  twelve  thousand 
baptisms  are  administered"  each  year 
to  persons  eighteen  or  over  and 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  party. 


NAMED  TO  GENERAL 
AND  JURISDICTIONAL 
BOARDS 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
and  Homes,  Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule, 
Pine  Bluff;  Committee  to  Study 
Episcopal  Areas,  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Wal¬ 
ton,  Little  Rock. 

Jurisdictional  Boards,  Louisiana, 

Lydia  Patterson  Board,  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris,  New  Orleans;  Court  of 
Appeals,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Alternate;  Education,  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane,  Shreveport  and 
Charles  N.  White,  Alexandria;  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  Mon¬ 
roe;  Christian  Social  Relations,  Rev. 
Jolly  Harper,  Ruston,  and  J.  N.  Fom- 
by,  Alexandria;  Radio  and  Film,  J/ 
C.  Love,  Ruston;  Hospitals  and 
Homes,  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  Monroe; 
Committee  to  Study  the  Episcopal 
Areas,  Floyd  B.  James;  Missions, 
Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Lake  Charles. 


Ohio  Surveys 
Religious  TV  and 
Radio  Programs 

A  state-wide  survey  by  the  Ohio 
Council  of  Churches  indicates  there 
are  too  many  religious  radio  and  TV 
programs  of  inferior  quality  on  the 
air  and  that  too  many  religious  pro¬ 
grams  are  broadcast  on  Sundays  and 
not  enough  during  the  week. 

Findings  of  the  study  released  last 
week  show  the  state’s  radio  stations 
carry  a  combined  total  of  646  re¬ 
ligious  programs  every  week  and 
the  TV  stations  86  per  week. 

Of  these,  it  reports  461  of  the 
radio  programs  and  59  TV  shows 
were  broadcast  Sundays. 

The  findings  are  based  on  re¬ 
turned  questionnaires  received  from 
59  of  the  state’s  81  radio  stations  and 
16  of  its  20  TV  stations. 

Observed  the  report:  “It  seemed 
that  the  percentage  of  religious  pro¬ 
grams  broadcast  on  Sundays  was 
out  of  proportion.  .  .  Religion  is  not 
for  Sunday  alone.” 

It  also  registers  concern  about  the 
quality  of  religious  programs.  “A 
disproportioAate  amount  of  time  in 
religious  broadcasting  is  given  to 
that  type  of  commercial  program¬ 
ming  which  does  not  reflect  either 
the  theology  or  the  worship  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  main  body  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people,”  it  says. 

More  than  three-quarters  of  the 
state’s  radio  religious  programs  are 
devotional  in  nature,  the  study  re¬ 
veals.  Of  the  TV  shows,  25  were 
classified  as  devotional;  28  as  in¬ 
structional  and  19  as  dramatic. 

Most^  of  the  station  managers 
questioned  asked  for  more  programs 
of  religious  news,  panel  discussions, 
interviews,  music  and  quizzes  in¬ 
stead  of  “live”  church  services. 

They  recommended  that  churches 
make  their  programs  entertaining 
as  well  as  informative,  vary  their 
formats  as  commercial  programs  do 
and  use  less  of  the  “preachy,  hell- 
fire  and  brimstone  approach  and 
more  of  the  down  to  earth,  man  to  \ 
man  approach.” 


New  Orleans  (BM)  —  Methodists 
from  eight  South  Central  states, 
meeting  here  July  1,  launched  a 
four-year,  $1,298,410  program  to 
strengthen  missionary  work  among 
the  Indians  of  Oklahoma,  the  Span¬ 
ish-speaking  people  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico. 

The  300  delegates  to  Methodism’s 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Confer¬ 
ence  voted  to  ask  the  6,879  churches 
they  represent  to  give  $932,442  be¬ 
tween  now  and  1960  to  Spanish¬ 
speaking  work  and  $365,968  to  Indi¬ 
an  work.  The  decision  to  initiate  the 
financial  program  was  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  actions  the  conference  took  in 
approving  recommendations  from 
its  committee  on  missions. 

The  money  for  Spanish-speaking 
work  will  include  annually  $98,250 
to  support  salaries  of  pastors,  $75,- 
000  to  build  10  new  churches,  $50,- 
000  to  build  10  new  parsonages  and 
$33,000  to  help  support  the  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  a  school  in  El 
Paso,  Texas,  for  training  Spanish¬ 
speaking  pastors. 

The  funds  will  be  used  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference,  which 
includes  138  Spanish-speaking 
Methodist  churches  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico.  The  churches  have 
12,000  members ‘iand  a  Sunday  school 
enrollment  of  10,000.  They  are 
served  by  95  pastors.  In  the  con¬ 
ference  are  settlement  houses,  com¬ 
munity  centers,  schools  and  hos¬ 
pitals  supported  by  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the" 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

The  money  for  Indian  work  will 
provide  for  organizing  eight  new 
congregations,  building  10  new  par¬ 
sonages  and  eight  new  church  build¬ 
ings,  and  purchasing  four  mobile 
evangelistic  units.  \  * 

The  Methodist  church  among  the 
Indians  numbers  7,359  members, 
having  doubled  in  membership  in 
the  last  15  years.  There  are  101 
churches  served  by  16  pastors.  In 
approving  the  gifts  for  Indian  work, 
the  conference  said  that  of  120,000 
Indians  in  Oklahoma,  less  than  20 
per  cent  are  members  of  any  Chris¬ 
tian  church. 

Each  church  in  the  jurisdiction 
will  be  asked  to  make  a  special  gift 
(an  Advance  special)  to  both  Span¬ 
ish-speaking  and  Indian  projects 
each  j  ear  of  the  1956-60  quadren- 
nium. 

In  other  actions  affecting  mis¬ 
sionary  work  of  the  entire  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  the  conference: 

Endorsed  the  current  financial 
campaign  for  the  Alaska  Methodist 
College  to  be  established  in  Anchor¬ 
age.  The  nation-wide  drive  among 
Methodist  churches  for  five  million 
dollars  is  being  conducted  by  the 
Division  of  National  Missions  of  the 
Board  of  Missions. 

Asked  all  churches  to  continue  the 
current  high  rate  of  giving  to  over¬ 
seas  missions  and  to  make  special 
contributions  to  four  countries 
where  special  evangelistic  efforts 
are  planned  for  the  next  four  years 
— Korea,  Bolivia,  the  Belgian  Congo 
and  northern  Borneo. 

Called  for  greater  efforts  to  re¬ 
cruit  overseas  missionaries  to  en¬ 
able  the  Board  of  Missions  to  reach 
a  goal  of  2,000  missionaries  in  1960. 
There  are  now  1,500. 

Cited  the  need  to  strengthen 
Methodist  churches  in  rural  areas, 
which  are  undergoing  population 
losses,  and  to  continue  the  program 
of  church  extension  in  growing  ur¬ 
ban  centers. 


A  NEW  LOOK  AT  THE  RURAL  CHURCH  IN  STUDY  BOOK 


Methodism’s  new  mission  study  book,  “High  Hours 
of  Methodism  in  Town-Country  Communities,”  is  off 
the  press  and  available  for  churchwide  usage,  the  Edi¬ 
torial  Department  of  the  Board  of  Missions  has  an¬ 
nounced. 

Written  by  Dr.  Charles  M-  (Pat)  McConnell  of 
Deering,  N.  H.,  for  50  years  associated  with  town  and 
country  Methodism,  the  new  volume  is  designed  for 
use  primarily  in  churchwide  schools  of  missions  in 
local  churches.  The  mission  study  theme  for  1956  is  the 
Methodist  church  in  town  and  country. 

In  discussing  the  book,  the  Editorial  Department 
said: 

“High  Hours  of  Methodism’  is  a  study  of  the  spirit 
and  genius  of  Methodism  as  they  opiate  to  our  church’s 
responsibilities  in  the  changing  rural  life  of  America. 
Dr.  McConnell  surveys  Methodism’s  resources  and  sets 
them  against  the  background  of  declining  farm  popu¬ 
lation,  industrialization  of  agriculture  and  otheh  prob¬ 
lems  fa^ed  by  rural  people  today. 

“The  book  analyzes  the  problems  and  gives  rec¬ 
ommendations  and  a  constructive  program  for  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  rural  church.  Many  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  are  based  on  findings  of  the  great  Metho¬ 
dist  Convocation  on  the  Town  and  Country  Church, 
held  in  1955  at  Bloomington,  Ind.” 

The  study  book  can  be  ordered  on  consignment 
hom  the  Study  Book  Office,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  N.Y.,  Dr.  Henry  C.  Sprinkle,  Department  di¬ 
rector  said.  They  are  priced  at  50  cents  each  and  un¬ 


sold  books  are  returnable,  he  added. 

A  leader’s  guide,  expected  to  be  off  the  press  in 
mid- July,  will  be  sent  free  of  charge  with  each  con¬ 
signment.  The  guide  is  being  prepared  by  Dr.  John 
Baxter  Howes,  professor  of  rural  church  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  Theological  Seminary,  Westminster,  Md. 

Dr.  McConnell  was  for  many  years  professor  of 
town  and  country  church  at  Boston  University,  hav¬ 
ing  retired  in  1955.  He  also  taught  at  the  Andover 
Newton  Theological  Seminary  at  Newton  Center, 
Mass.,  and  for  five  years  was  personnel  secretary  for 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  of 
the  former  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  McConnell 
has  served  Methodist  churches  in  Berea,  Galena,  Mid- 
dlefield  and  Lakesville,  Ohio. 

“No  man  in  Methodism  has  lived  his  entire  life 
closer  to  tlfe  heartbeat  of  Tural  America  than  Pat 
McConnell,”  Dr.  Earl  R.  Brown,  general  secretary  of 
the  Division  of  National  Missions,  said.  “And  no  man 
is  more  qualified  than  he  to  write  of  rural  Methodism, 
its  problems  and  challenges.” 

In  evaluating  theJx>ok  itself,  Dr.  Glenn  F.  San¬ 
ford,  superintendent  of  Methodist  town  and  country 
work  for  the  Board  of  Missions,  said: 

“We  find  in  ‘High  Hours  of  Methodism’  an  out¬ 
line  for  the  development  of  Methodism  in  rural  areas 
and  many  profitable  suggestions  for  making  it  success¬ 
ful  in  the  years  to  come.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  widely 
studied  throughout  our  church.” 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


With  The  Sub-Districts 


The  above  officers  of  the  Grace 
Curtiss  Sub-District  elected*  for  the 
coming  year  are  from  left  to  right: 
Rosemary  James,  president;  Melva 
Jo  English,  secretary-treasurer;  Lou 


Ann  Gibson,"  reporter;  Bill  Walden, 
vice-president.  Back  row,  left  to 
right:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Crouch, 
counselors,  and  Rev.  Pryor  Cruce, 
pastor  of  Umstead  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Newport. 


Grace  Curtiss 


Columbus 


The  Grace  Curtiss  Sub-District 
held  a  retreat  Monday,  June  25,  at 
Piggott.  The  morning  was  spent  dis¬ 
cussing  the  problems  in  the  local 
M.Y.F.  The  theme  for  the  programs 
for  the  year  were  planned  by  coun¬ 
cil  members  attending. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  Piggott  served  lunch  to 
all  attending. 

•  Hot  Springs 

The  Hot  Springs  Sub-District  held 
its  monthly  meeting  on  June  18  at 
Gardner  Methodist  Church,  Hot 
Springs.  The  highlight  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
against  horse  racing  and  pari¬ 
mutuel  betting  in  Hot  Springs.  The 
resolution  was  drawn  up  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  delegation  to  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  Camp  from  the 
Arkadelphia  District.  This  resolu¬ 
tion  was  also  adopted  by  the  Arka¬ 
delphia  Sub-District. 

Other  items  of  business  were 
brought  before  the  group  by  the 
president  of  the  Arkadelphia  Dis¬ 
trict  Sub-District,  David  Cavnor.  He 
stressed  the  meeting  of  the  Sub- 
District  on  August  29,  at  the  David¬ 
son  Camp  Grounds  in  Arkadelphia. 

The  following  officers  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  at  the  July  meeting:  ROndall 
Nease,  president;  Eddie  Burgess, 
vice-president;  Joanne  Housley,  sec¬ 
retary;  Joyce  Witherell,  treasurer; 
Donnie  Johnson,  chairman  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Outreach;  Sara  Baswell,  chair¬ 
man  of  Christian'  Witness;.  Nancy 
Hunter,  chairman  of  Christian  Cit¬ 
izenship;  Barbara  Barrick,  chairman 
of  Christian  Fellowship;  David 
Glover,  chairman  of  Christian  Faith; 
and  Sandra  Janes,  publicity  chair¬ 
man. 

Mangham-Little  Creek-Union 

The  Mangham-Little  Creek-Union 
MYF  held  a  swimming  party  in  the 
Forsythe  Park  pool,  followed  by  a 
weiner  roast  in  Bernstein  Park  in 
Monroe  recently.  There  were  40  at¬ 
tending.  The  MYF  is  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  O.  E.  Cloyd,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Little  Creek  and  Union 
Churches  and  Rev.  C.  Ed  Henkel, 
pastor  at  Mangham. 


Rev.  W.  C.  Lewis  of  Nashville, 
was  the  guest  speaker  in  the  Colum¬ 
bus  Methodist  Church  MYF,  Sun¬ 
day,  June  24.  Mrs.  Lewis  attended 
the  meeting  with  Brother  Lewis, 
who  is  a  former  pastor  of  the 
Church  and  a  friend  to  many  in  the 
area. 

The  following  are  serving  as  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Columbus  MYF:  Pres¬ 
ident,  Donna  Mae  Evans;  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  Jane  Evans;  secretary-treas- 
urer,  Louaine  Evans. 

Monette 

The  following  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  Monette  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  on  June  10:  Mary 
Jewel  Ellis,  president;  Ann  Blank¬ 
enship,  vice-president;  Ruby  Akers, 
secretary-treasurer;  Margarey  Bley, 
Reporter;  Mary  Ellis,  Secretary  of 
Faith;  Iris, Ellis,  secretary  of  Fel¬ 
lowship  and  Citizenship;  and  Ann 
Blankenship,  secretary  of  Outreach 
and  Mission. 

Griffin  Memorial 

The  MYF  of  Griffin  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Paragould,  met 
Monday  night,  June  18.  Thirty-eight 
young  people  and  6  counselors  at¬ 
tended.  Each  person  brought  a  can 
of  food,  which  was  given  to  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Clyde  Crozier  to  welcome 
them  back  to  Griffin  Memorial  for 
another  year. 

The  group  enjoyed  a  song  service 
and  refreshments,  followed  by 
recreation  led  by  Martha  Dollins. 
The  meeting  was  closed  by  forming 
a  friendship  circle  and  repeating  the 
MYF  benediction. 
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Harvey  Spillman  Sub-District  Elects  Officers 


Officers  were  installed  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Harvey  Spillman 
Sub-District  held  at  the  Blackwater  Methodist  Church.  There  were  120 
present  and  Blackwater  was  granted  the  attendance  plaque. 

The  1957-57  officers  are:  (Left  to  right)  Dale  Jones,  publicity  chairman, 
Bethel;  Stanley  Ray  Morgan,  delegate-at-large,  Blackwater;  Jerry  Clark, 
.secretary,  Tunica;  Rodney  Hendricks,  president,  Baker;  Barber  Gale  Jack- 
son,  treasurer,  Jackson;  Percy  Westly,  recreation  chairman,  Jackson; 
Llewellyn  Spillman,  vice-president,  New  Hope. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 
ON  GIVING  AND  RECEIVING 

Once  more  this  columnist  is  hap¬ 
py  to  report  a  High  School  Senior 
Class  who  are  the  personification 
of  the  answer  to  questions  about 
what  kind  of  youth  we  have  in  this 
generation.  Three  years  ago  I  re¬ 
counted  here  the  story  of  the  Junior 
Class  of  Charlotte,  Michigan,  High 
School  who  gave  up  their  Senior 
Trip  by  using  the  funds  they  had 
saved  for  it,  to  provide  a  memorial 
room  in  the  local  hospital. 

Now  comes  the  story  from  Mer¬ 
rill,  Michigan  of  how  this  year’s 
Merrill  High  School  Senior  Class 
has  given  a  lesson  which  the  whole 
town  will  long,  remember.  One  of 
their  classmates,  William  J.  Knap- 
per,  Jr.,  17,  was  killed  in  a  traffic 
accident  last  October.  The  class 
knew  that  he  was  the  sole  support 
of  his  family.  His  father,  in  the 
last  stages  of  an  invalidism  which 
later  took  his  life,  had  to  look  to 
Bill,  Jr.,  for  the  support  of  the  wife, 
two  brothers,  and  a  sister,  as  well 
as  the  father  and  son.  When  the 
tragedy  came  of  Bill,  Jr.’s  sudden 
death,  the  class  at  Merrill  gave  up 
its  senior  cruise  and  gave  the  money 
saved  for  it,  to  the  boy’s  family. 

Their  elders,  impressed  by  the 


spirit  of  sacrificial  giving  on  the 
part  of  the  youth,  held  a  fish  fry  to 
raise  funds  to  send  the  class  on  a 
three-day  cruise.  Then  Milton 
Boersma  of  Ann  Arbor,  head  of 
Boersma  Youth  Travel,  heard  the 
story.  His  agency,  which  organized 
the  trip,  and  E.  J.  Goebel  of  Detroit, 
executive  vice  president  of  the 
Georgian  Bay  Lines,  gave  the  class 
a  check  for  $1,038 — the  cost  of  the 
trip. 

Well,  after  the  trip,  the  Senior 
Class  found  it  had  a  total  of  $1,360 
left  over.  Then  they  began  giving 
again.  Their  classmate’s  sister,  Carol 
Knapper  got  a  $500  college  scholar¬ 
ship.  Their  school  gymnasium  has 
a  new  $400  scoreboard.  And  the  re¬ 
maining  $460  was  divided  evenly 
between  the  Cerebral  Palsy  Associ¬ 
ation  and  the  Cancer  Society 
through  its  Saginaw  Branch. 

Whenever  I  hear  talk  about  juv¬ 
enile  delinquents,  I  try  to  recall 
stories  like  these  which  tell  a  lot 
more  than  statistics  of  what  youth 
will  do  when  put  to  the  test.  I 
am  not  unaware  of  the  seriousness 
of  our  delinquency  problem.  But  I 
am  also  aware  of  the  positive  values 
that  emerge  in  our  society  from  the 
95%  of  our  youth  who  are  not  crim¬ 
inally  delinquent.  And  these  young¬ 
sters  at  Merrill  are  but  typical  of 
the  kind  of  things  our  youth  do 
when  the  chips  are  down! 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 


“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

IIS  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
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PARAGOULD  DISTRICT 
WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF 
CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

Mrs.  Jerry  Sallee  of  Pocahontas.  The 
vocal  solo,  Malotte’s  “The  Lord’s 
Prayer”  was  beautifully  rendered 
by  Mrs.  Byron  Blair  with  Mrs.  King 
at  the  organ. 

The  guest  speaker  of  the  day  was 
Miss  Mildred  Osment,  Jonesboro, 
Vice  President  of  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service.  Her  subject  was 
“Dying  without  having  Lived” 
showing  the  difference  between  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  belonging  in 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service.  This  was  a  most  challeng¬ 
ing  message  to  the  group  of  Meth¬ 
odist  women. 

The  next  District  meeting  will  be 
the  Seminar  held  in  Walnut  Ridge 
the  last  week  in  August. — Mabel  S. 
Pope,  District  Secretary 


Priest  Gives  Pep  Talk  On 
Behalf  of  Methodist  Hospital 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  A  Roman 
Catholic  priest  gave  a  pep  talk  on 
behalf  of  Methodist  Hospital  here 
when  reports  showed  a  $2,800,000 
fund  drive  for  the  institution  was 
still  a  third  short  of  its  goal. 

Msgr.  Wilfred  J.  Bender,  pastor 
of  Christ  the  King  church,  told  a 
meeting  of  campaigners  that  “we 
have  many  incentives  for  working 
for  the  success  of  this  drive.” 

One,  he  said,  was  that  while  safety 
records  show  that  there  should  be 
4.5  beds  for  each  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  Dallas  has  only  3.7. 

“But  there  is  another  incentive 
dominated  by  the  theological  princi¬ 


ple  of  love  of  God  and  neighbor,” 
he  added. 

Traditionally,  civic  leaders  of  this 
city  assist  in  campaigns  of  the  three 
major  hospitals  in  Dallas,  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  their  denominational  affilia¬ 
tions.  Other  major  hospitals  here 
are  Baylor  (Baptist)  and  St.  Paul 
(Catholic). 

The  Methodist  campaign  is  to 
finance  expansion.  Other  campaigns 
are  in  the  offing  for  the  Baptist  and 
Catholic  hospitals. 


Drinking  Young  People  Called 
Menace  in  Britain 

Leeds,  Eng.  (RNS)  —  Drinking 
young  people  have  become  “a  men¬ 
ace  to  the  community  and  a  problem 
to  the  Church,”  the  new  president 
of  the  Methodist  Conference  of 
Great  Britain  said  at  its  annual 
meeting  here. 

The  Rev.'  H.  Crawford  Walters, 
a  former  missionary  in  Burma,  said 
that  “when  boys  and  girls  in  their 
teens  come  to  clubs  on  church  prem¬ 
ises  in  an  intoxicated  condition  it 
can  well  be  imagined  what  happens 
in  those  dance  halls  that  have 
sprung  up  like  mushrooms  all  over 
the  country.* 

He  charged  that  the  liquor  in¬ 
dustry  has  “such  a  stranglehold  on 
public  opinion  that  neither  of  the 
great  political  parties  has  the  cour¬ 
age  to  deal  with  it.” 

The  Methodist  leader  also  took,  to 
task  “a  small  section  of  the  daily 
press  and  a  larger  section  of  the 
Sunday  newspapers  that  appeal  to 
all  that  is  basest  in  human  nature.” 

“They  display  a  revolting,  prur¬ 
ient  preference  for  what  is  evil  and 
impure  and  of  ill  report,”  he  said. 
“They  pander  to  the  lowest  for  the 
sake  of  money.”  . 


Memorials  for  June,  1956 
IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Mr.  O’Neal  Petre  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank¬ 
lin  E.  Loy 

Mr.  J.  B.  Shackelford  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Cone 
Jr. 

Mr.  O.  F.  Townsend  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
3.  O'Neal 

Mr.  W.  E.  Leek  Sr.  by  Mrs.  Argie  Henry 
Mr.  Harris  Humphreys  by  “The  Clifton 
Family” 

Mr.  Hubert  Pittman  by  Fidelis  S.  S'.  Class 
— Dumas  Methodist  Church 
Mr.  Henry  Reid  by  Fidelity  Class — Hazen 
Methodist  Church 

Mr.  Henry  Reid  by  “The  Leroy  Larkan 
Family"  and  “The  Gaylon  Miller  Fam¬ 
ily 

Mr.  James  Benish  by  Fidelity  Class — 
Hazen  Methodist  Church 
Mr.  James  Benish  by  “The  Leroy  Larkan 
Family” 

Mr.  W.  E.  Leek  Sr.  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  I. 
Fish 

Mr.  w.  T.  Norton  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  I. 
Fish 

Mr.  Hubert  Pittman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  I. 
Fish 

Mr.  Henry  Reid  by  Mrs.  Grace  Pirtle 
Mr-  O.  F.  Townsend  by  Mrs.  John  D. 

Currie  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neill  M.  Sloan 
Mrs.  c.  F.  Skipper  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  M.  Jones 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Cannon  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  M. 

Cannon  and  Mildred  Cannon 
Mrs.  J.  w.  Parkhill  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hines 
Mrs.  J.  w.  ParkhiU  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  De- 
Loach 

Mrs.  Bennig  Lee  Johnson  by  Men's  Bible 
^Class,  Primrose  Methodist  Church 

C.  F.  Skipper  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Golden 

Mr.  a.  p.  Reynolds  by  Mr.  W.  Doyle  Wil- 
hams 

Mrs.  Augusta  Garot  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  T. 
Baber 

Mrs.  Pearl  Melton  by  Jamie  Tucker  and 
Tenne  Huebner 


Mr.  John  Crabtree  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleve 
Horton 

Mrs.  Fred  Gunn  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray¬ 
mond  Vining 

Mr.  Elmo  E.  Walker  by  Donald  W.  Stone 
and  Anne  Sugg 

Mrs.  Jess  Gathright  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
.  Carr  Burgess  ' 

Mr.  Guy  Cameron  by  Grace  Childress 
Mrs.  Alice  Kerr  by  Primrose  Methodist 
Church 

Mrs.  Marshall  Johnson  by  Primrose  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

Walter  Corbett  Renfroe  by  Mrs.  Mattie  S. 
Sansing 

Mrs.  Estelle  Hankins  by  Lois  and  Maybelle 
Mr.  Don  E.  Foutz  by  Intermediate  S.  S. 

Dept.  Camden  First  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Don  C.  Holiman  by  Mrs. 
C.  B.  Stone 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Herring  by  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild — Warren  Methodist  Church 
Mrs.  Lynn  Collard  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small 
Morgan 

Mr.  Gilbert  Jones  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Burgess 

Mr.  Claude  C.  Ward  by  City  Drug  Store, 
Atkins,  Ark. 

Mrs.  Maud  Cowger  by  Mrs.  Tom  Bullock 
and  Mrs.  Garrett  Jones 
Mrs.  Sam  G.  Miller  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loyd 
Wheatley 

Mrs.  Sam  Miller  by  Mrs.  John  S.  Calloway 
Mr.  G.  W.  Moore  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil 
Vandiver 

Mrs.  Ruthie  Lea  Greenlee  by  Corrine 
Beasley 

Mrs.  Mable  Trimble  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oscie  Walker 

Rev.  J.  J.  Decker  by  Mrs.  O.  O.  Chappelle 
Rev.  J.  A.  Reynolds  by  Joe  and  Velta 
Gattinger 

Mrs.  A.  D.  McDaniel  by  Mr.  and  Mrs  R 
F.  Kerr 

Mrs.  Minnie  Calhoon  by  Vanndale'  Meth¬ 
odist  W.  S.  C.  S. 

Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 


JULY  12,  1956 


ON  GIVING  AND  RECEIVING 

(Continued  from  page  14) 

One  might  have  expected  an  MYF 
to  do  something  like  this  should  the 
occasion  arise.  But  here  is  a  public 
high  school  with  students  who  are 
a  cross-section  of  their  town.  They 
set  the  pattern  for  adults  who  fol¬ 
lowed  through,  to  be  sure.  But  that 
kind  of  chain  reaction  can  make  a 
real  difference  in  our  society.  You 


are  reading  about  this  and  are  re¬ 
ceiving  a  blessing — and  I  hope  an 
example  and  pattern — and  who  can 
tell  where  the  chciin  will  end? 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  seems  to 
yours  truly  as  the  kind  of  atomic 
chain  reaction  this  world  needs. 
Let’s  keep  the  spiritual  explosions  of 
sharing  and  giving  popping  all  over 
the  place!  Congratulations  and 
thanks  to  you  seniors  at  Merrill 
High! 


H, 


. 

even  a  bigger  bargain 
than  it  looks! 


For  pennies  a  day,  electricity  lights  your  home,  cooks  your 
food,  washes  your  dishes,  serves  you  in  dozens  of  other  ways. 
It’s  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  family  budget. 

And  it’s  even  bigger  than  it  looks ! 

Out  of  every  $4  you  pay  on  your  electric  hill,  about  $1 
goes  for  local,  state  and  federal  taxes.  Yet  in  spite  of  this, 
you’re  getting  about  twice  as  much  electricity  for  every 
dollar  today  as  you  did  25  years  ago. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  this  lower  price  is  your  greater 
use  of  electricity.  But  more  important,  independent  elec¬ 
tric  companies  are  free  to  put  their  inventiveness,  imagina¬ 
tion  and  experience  to  work  for  your  benefit.  Their  men  and 
women  keep  finding  more  and  more  ways  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  producing  electricity  and  delivering  it  to  you. 


'jtfiAanSat  POWER  a  LIGHT 

HilMNO  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  JULY  22,' 1956 

WE  BELONG  TO  A  GREAT  COMPANY 

READ  11th  CHAPTER  HEBREWS  AND  HEBREWS 
12:1-2 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Therefore  since  we  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses  let  us  lay  aside 
every  weight  and  sin  which  clings  so  closely  and  let  us 
run  with  perseverance  the  race  that  is  set  before  us. 
(Hebrews  12:1 ) 


This  is  the  last  of  the  series  of 
four  lessons  of  Unit  VI  under  the 
general  subject,  Foundations  of 
Faith.  The  lesson  texts  of  these 
fohr  lessons  were  addressed  t  o 
people  whb,  at  the  time  and  under 
the  circurrfetances  in  which  they 
lived,  needed  a  firm  foundation  on 
which  to  stand  if  they  were  to  hold 
to  their  purposes  to  follow  Christ 
and  evangelize  the  world.  Writings 
For  Perilous"  Times,  which  was  the 
subject^pf^  the  first  lesson  of  the 
series,  described  the  nature  of  the 
message  Peter  and  Jude  sent  to  the 
struggling  Christians  in  Asia 
Minor.  The  second  and  third  lessons 
of  the  series,  taken  from  the  Book 
of  Hebrews  had  for  their  subjects 
facts  which  really  are  the  Founda¬ 
tions  of  the  Christian  Faith.  They 
were  “Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God”  and 
“Jesus  Is  the  Saviour  of  Men.”  On¬ 
ly  an  unshaken  faith  in  such  basic 
truths  could  enable  people  to  stand 
firm  in  Christian  purposes  in  the 
trying  times  endured  by  Christians 
of  the  early  church.  Our  lesson  sub¬ 
ject  today.  “We  belong  to  a  Great 
Company”  is  simply  a  different  ap¬ 
proach,  by  the  writer  of  Hebrews, 
to  the  same  general  objective  — 
that  of  undergirding  Christians  of 
the  day  with  a  foundation  on  which 
they  could  stand  with  a  sense  of 
permanent  security. 

Why  Hebrews  Was  Written 

The  style  and  subject  matter  of 
the  Book  of  Hebrews  indicate  that 
the  writer  was  a  scholar  thorough¬ 
ly  familiar  with  the  Jewish  relig¬ 
ion,  with  its  proud  traditions,  but 
also  just  as  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  Christian  religion  was  the 
fulfillment  of  the  highest  hopes 
and  dreams  of  Judaism.  The  writer 
had  the  feeling,  if  the  people  of 
the  Jewish  Church  were  willing  to 
sacrifice,  suffer  and  even  die  mere¬ 
ly  for  the  hopes  Judaism  held  out 
to  them,  that  the  Christian  Jews 
should  be  much  more  willing  to 
endure  anything  necessary  to  the 
survival  of  Christianity  since  it  had 
brought,  in  its  fullness,  those  things 
which  Judaism  had  hoped  might 
come. 

We  can  begin  to  appreciate  the 
Book  of  Hebrews  only  as  we  keep 
in  mind  the  approximate  time  it 
was  written  and  especially  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  it  was  written.  Let 
us  remember  that,  about  this  time, 
the  persecution  of  Christianity  had 
developed  into  a  deliberate,  deter¬ 
mined  effort  to  destroy  Christiani¬ 
ty.  This  was  being  done  —  to  use 
a  modern  term  —  by  “liquidating” 
all  known  Christians.  Under  such 
circumstances,  it  required  a  strong 
faith  and  a  courageous  zeal  un¬ 
daunted  to  stand  firm  i  n  such  a 
time.  It  was  to  give  such  people  a 
foundation  on  which  to  stand  that 
the  Book  of  Hebrews  was  written. 


The  Heritage  of  Early  Christians 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  was 
anxious  for  the  Jewish  Christians, 
who  were  suffering  so  much,  to 
realize  that  persecution,  suffering 
and  death  were  nothing  new  in  the 
great  battle  of  right  against  wrong. 
This  fact  the  writer  impresses  on 
the  minds  of  these  hard-pressed 
Jewish  Christians  in  the  11th  chap¬ 
ter  as  he  reviews  a  record  of  hero¬ 
ism  unexcelled  that  was  quite  fa¬ 
miliar  to  all  informed  Jews.  How  the 
hearts  of  these  persecuted  Chris¬ 
tians  must  have  thrilled  as  the 
writer  leads  them  through  the  Hall 
of  Fame  of  the  Old  Testament 
saints.  In  this  great  Art  Gallery  of 
religious  heroes  the  writer  called 
the  names  of  many  of  their  fore¬ 
fathers  and  reminds  them  of  the 
countless  number  whose  names  he 
did  not  call  for  lack  of  time  and 
space.  <Their  sufferings  and  sacri¬ 
fices,  as  described  in  the  lesson 
text,  just  about  ran  the  gauntleLof 
hardships  suffered  for  righteo'us- 
ness’  sake. 

These  had  paid  the  price  of  sur¬ 
vival  for  the  Jewish  Church.  The 
writer  now  urges  the  followers  of 
Christ,  who  felt  they  were  suffer¬ 
ing  so  much,  to  face  their  problems 
with  something  of  the  same  heroic 
willingness  to  sacrifice  that  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  the  Christian 
church  might  not  only  survive  but 
be  triumphant  in  its  purpose  to 
save  the  world.  To  the  writer  of 
Hebrews,  this  appeared  to  be  a 
reasonable  attitude  for  Christians 
to  assume  because,  in  the  writers 
mind,  Christianity  so  far  excelled 
Judaism  as  a  way  of  life  and  as  a 
saving  element  in  the  world  as  to 
be  worthy  of  anything  they  might 
do  to  cause  it  to  continue  to  grow. 

Our  Priceless  Heritage 

If  there  was  a  real  basis  for  the 
appeal  of  Hebrews  to  early  Chris¬ 
tians  to  be  faithful  and  courageous 
because  of  the  great  saints  that  had 
prepared  the  way  for  them,  how 
much  more  is  there  reason  for 
Christian  people  today  to  give 
themselves  unselfishly  t  o  advance 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  evangelize 
the  world  of  our  day? 

The  great  array  of  Old  Testament 
saints  cited  in  the  lesson  of  today 
should  be  even  more  meaningful  to 
us  than  it  was  to  early  Christians 
because  we  much  better  understand 
the  larger  cause  for  which  they 
gave  themselves  so  unselfishly.  We 
have  also  the  examples  of  countless 
heroes  and  martyrs  who  composed 
the  early  church  as  well  as  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  faithfuls  down  across  the 
centuries  who,  with  advanced 
knowledge  and  higher  skills,  made 
possible  the  church  of  our  day.  We 
are  heirs  of  all  that  has  happened 
religiously  before  Christ  and  since 
Christ  and  consequently  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  greater  than  any 
generation  that  has  gone  before  us. 


They  Depend  On  Us 

After  reciting  to  the  Christian 
Jews  the  valient  deeds  of  their 
fathers,  as  they  were  striving  to 
bring  in  the  kingdom,  the  writer 
says  “tfyat  they  without  us  should 
not  be  made  perfect.”  Just  as  a 
parent’s  labor  of  love  reaches  the 
larger  ffuitition  in  the  life  and 
character  of  the  child  and  are 
largely  lost  if  the  child  fails  and 
just  as  a  teacher’s  tireless  services 
have  real  value  in  the  response  of 
the  pupil  who  carries  forward  the 
ideas  and  adeals  bf  the  teacher,  so 
,we  give  value  to  all  that  has  gone 
before  by  the  manner  in  which  we 
build  on  the  foundations  laid  by 
our  forefathers. 

Surrounded  By  Witnesses" 

The  writer  uses  a  very  striking 
illustration  to  emphasize  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  each  succeeding '  gener¬ 
ation  has  for  carrying  forward  the 
work  done  by  others.  As  the  author 
writes  the  verse  used  this  week 
for  the  Memory  Selection,  he  seems 
to  have  in  mind  the  Olympic  races 
which  were  so  familiar  to  the.  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  day.  These  races  began 
to  be  officially  recognized  in  Greece 
more  than  700  years  B.C.  and  were 
similar  to  games  and  various  kinds 
of  contests  held  throughout  the 
Roman  Empire  and  especially  in 
the  city  of  Rome. 

Apparently  in  the  author’s  mind 
he  is  seeing  a  great  stadium  like  the 
Colosseum  at  Rome  which  seated 
approximately  80,000  people.  These 
stadiums  were  built  much  after  the 
plan  used  for  present-day  football 
stadiums  except  that  some  of  them, 
like  the  Colosseum,  were  much  more 
elaborately  and  substantially  built. 
In  the  writer’s  vision  the  time  for 
the  races  has  come.  The  stadium  is 
packed  to  the  rafters  with  thous¬ 
ands  of  spectators.  A  door  opens  at 
the  end  of  the  stadium  and  the 
racers  enter  the  arena  in  full  view 
of  the  multitude  of  people  who  sur¬ 
round  them.  The  signal  is  soon  to 
be  given  for  the  race  to  begin. 

It  is  in  just  such  a  position  that 
the  writer  of  Hebrews  places  the 
Christian  Jews  of  that  day  and 
Christians  of  every  day.  The  race 
is  on.  There  is  a  difference,  how¬ 
ever,  between  the  Olympic  races  and 
the  Christian  Race.  For  the  Chris¬ 
tian,  instead  of  the  stadium  being 
filled  with  a  sea  of  human  faces,  the 
seats  are  filled  with  saints  and 
martyrs  who  have  served  their  day 
and  have  gone  on  before.  It  is  in 
the  presence  of  such  an  illustrious 
audience  that  the  Christian  runs  the 
race  of  life. 

It  was  the  custom  then  to  train  for 
the  races  with  extra  weights  about 
the  limbs.  We  see  similar  examples 
of  this  idea  when  the  batter  ap¬ 
proaches  the  plate  in  a  baseball 
game  swinging  two  bats.  Before  he 
reaches  the  plate  one  bat  is  thrown 
aside  and  the  one  he  has  left  seems 
lighter.  So  here  the  Christian  is  ex¬ 
horted,  in  life’s  race,  to  “lay  aside 
every  weight  and  sin  which  clings  so 
closely”  and  run  our  race  at  our 
very  best  without  any  conscious 
handicaps. 

The  Veil  Between  Worlds  Is  Thin 

If  we  are  to  judge  from  the  lesson 
of  today  and  other  kindred  passages 
of  scripture,  the  veil  which  sepa¬ 
rates  us  from  the  eternal  world  is 
thin.  Our  sense  of  hearing  operates 
within  a  very  narrow  range.  Sound 
vibrations  may  be  either  too  low  or 
too  high  for  us  to  hear  them.  Our 
power  of  sight  is  limited  t(f  a  very 
narrow  range.  It  may  be  too  dark 
for  us  to  see.  It  may  become  sp 
light  that  we  cannot  see  and  light 


may  even  blind  us  temporarily  and 
if  too  bright  may  blind  us  perma¬ 
nently.  We  can  only  imagine  the 
many  sounds  we  might  hear  from 
another  world  if  our  hearing  were 
sentitive  enough.  We  can  only  imag¬ 
ine  the  scenes  celestial  that  might 
,come  before  our  vision  but  for  the 
limitations  we  have  in  vision. 

The  Bible  gives  examples  of  some 
whose  powers  to  see  and  hear  were 
temporarily  enlarged.  We  remem¬ 
ber  that  when  Elisha’s  servant  was 
afraid  for  the  safety  of  his  master 
that  Elisha  prayed  to  God  to  open 
his  eyes  that  he  might  see.  The 
servants  power  to  see  was  so  en¬ 
larged  that  he  saw  the  heavens 
above  filled  with  horses  and  chariots 
“round  about  Elisha.”  As  shepherds 
were  watching  their  flocks  by  night 
on  the  Judean  hills,  they  were  sud¬ 
denly  aware  of  the  presence  of  an 
Angel'  with  a  message  about  the 
birth  of  Jesus.  Also  limitations  of 
sight  and  hearing  were  removed  and 
the  shepherds  saw  the  heaven  filled 
with  angels  Singing  that  wonderful 
song,  “Glory  to  God  in  the  highest.” 
On  the  mount  of  transfiguration 
Peter,  James  and  John  s&w  Jesus 
transfigured  and  they  saw  with  him 
Moses  and  Elijah. 

Life  Lived  in  Presence  of  Three 
Worlds 

(1)  We  are  always  aware  of  the 
fact  that  life  here  is  lived  in  the 
presence  of  the  multitudes  about  us 
good  and  bad.  These  people  are  in¬ 
terested  in  the  life  we  live  and  are 
influenced  for  good  or  evil  by  the 
character  of  life  we  live.  We  of 
course  know  that  we  live  life  in  the 
presence  of  this  world. 

(2)  The  Bible  teaches  us  also  that 
there  is  a  world  of  evil  which  at¬ 
tempts  to  influence  our  lives  for 
bad.  Hence  we  live  our  lives  in  the 
presence  of  that  world  which  is  in¬ 
terested  in  the  life  we  live  and  the 
final  outcome  of  life. 

(3)  We  are  repeatedly  taught  that 
we  live  our  lives  in  the  presence 
of  a  spiritual  world  of  good  and  that 
world  is  tremendously  interested  in 
our  life  here  and  in  the  destiny  of 
our  souls  hereafter. 

We  Belong  io  a  Great  Company 

Our  lesson  subject,  “We  Belong  to 
a  Great  Company”,  states  a  fact 
that  should  thrill  the  heart  of  every 
child  of  God.  As  a  Christian  we  are 
a  part  of  that  great  company  of 
the  past  who  have  done  more  to¬ 
ward  making  this  a  better  world  in 
which  to  live  than  all  other  groups 
combined.  It  is  just  as  true  that,  as 
a  Christian,  we  are  today  a  part  of 
that  great  company  of  people  who 
are  doing  more  to  build  a  better 
world  than  all  other  forces  com¬ 
bined. 

Earth  offers  no  other  privilege 
comparable  to  the  privilege  of  be¬ 
coming  a  Christian  and  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  becoming  a  part  of  the  church 
with  its  world-wide  fellowship  and 
its  world-wide  program  of  salvation 
here  and  hereafter.  The  church  is 
the  only  organization  of  earth  that 
is  eternal.  Hence  it  alone  offers  op¬ 
portunity  for  an  investment  of  our 
lives  where  what  we  do  will  be 
eternally  worth  while  to  ourselves 
and  others.  The  only  organization 
operating  in  this  world  that  will  be 
operating  also  in  the  world  eternal 
is  the  church.  Benefits  we  may  de¬ 
rive  from  being  members  of  any 
other  organization  of  earth  end 
when  we  come  to  the  end  of  life 
here.  Benefits  derived  from  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  church  here  are  in¬ 
creased  by  infinity  when  we  become 
a  part  of  that  truly  “great  company” 
in  the  church  eternal. 
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Retired  Min  <P  's 
Home  Project 
Receives  $1200  At 
National  Meet 


THROUGH  A  GIFT  CENTENARY  TO  HAVE  NEW 

THEATRE  BUILDING 


Contracts  Signed  For 
$378,000  Structure 


The  Retired  Ministers’  Home  pro- 
ect  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  re¬ 
ceived  more  than  $1,200.00  recently 
as  a  direct  result  of  a  speaking  en¬ 
gagement  filled  by  the  manager  of 
the  program,  Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling, 
Logansport,  at  a  meeting  of  a  na¬ 
tional  concern  in  Orlando,  Florida. 

On  July  5,  Rev.  Mr.  Grambling 
was  the  featured  speaker  at  the  an¬ 
nual  gathering  of  more  than  1200 
field  managers  and  distributors  of 
Tupperware  Home  Parties,  Inc.,  in 
Orlando.  According  to  -  Rev.  Mr. 
Grambling  he  mentioned  his  “pet”| 
project  during  the  course  of  his  ad¬ 
dress  which  was  related  to  the 
meeting’s  theme  “The  Year  of  Wish¬ 
ing.”  Later  in  the  day  he  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  container  full  of .  cur-.,,. .. 
rency  collected  during  the  day  from 
those  attending  the  meeting,  with  a 
note  saying  “here  is  something  to 
help  your  wish  come  true.” 

Mrs.  Brownie  Wise,  the  General 
Manager  and  President  of  Tupper¬ 
ware,  united  with  a  church  of  which 
Mr.  Grambling  was  the  pastor  in 
1925,  in  New  Orleans,  and  through 
these  years  she  has  expressed  her 
obligation  to  the  church  and  those 
who  have-helped  her  in  her  life  and 
work.  According  to  Mr.  Grambling 
Mrs.  Wise  was  not  aware  that  the 
collection  was  being  taken  for  the 
project  and  she  assured  him  that 
tier  company  would  also  have  a  part 
in  the  project  at  a  later  date. 


Architect's  Drawing  of  New  Theatre  Building 


Postpone  Alaska 
College  Dedication 

Dedication  ceremonies  for  the 
campus  of  the  Alaska  Methodist 
College  in  Anchorage,  set  for  Aug¬ 
ust  5,  have  been  postponed,  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  National  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  has 
announced. 

The  dedication  was  to  have  been 
the  principal  event  on  a  tour  of 
Methodist  laymen  to  Alaska  July 
31- August  7.  Two  bishops,  Methodist 
college  executives  and  executives  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  were  to  have 
participated. 

In  a  statement  announcing  the 
postponement,  the  Rev.  P.  Gordon 
Gould,  an  associate  secretary  of  the 
National  division  and  director  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  Church 
Under  Construction 


TWO  NEW  METHODIST 
BISHOPS 

Dr.  Nolan  B.  Harmon,  book  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  -  Publishing 
House,  and  Dr.  Bachman  G. 
Hodge,  Chattanooga  pastor,  were 
elected  and  consecrated  bishops 
of  The  Methodist  Church  by  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  which  met  last  week  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina. 

Bishop  Harmon,  who  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  Con¬ 
ference,  has  been  Methodism’s 
book  editor  since  1940.  A  native 
of  Mississippi,  Dr.  Harmon  had 
served  churches  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  was  an  Army  chap¬ 
lain  in  World  War  I  before  be¬ 
coming  Book  Editor.  He  is  the 
author  of  several  books. 

Bishop  Hodge  had  been  pastor 
of  the  Centenary  Methodist 
Church  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  for 
the  past  12  years.  He  had  served 
churches  in  Alabama,  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  had  also  been  a 
chaplain  in  World  War  I,  and  had 
served  as  district  superintendent 
of  the  Nashville  District  1939-44. 
He  has  done  writing  for  Metho¬ 
dism’s  church  school  literature. 


Pictured  above  is  the  architect’s 
conception  of  the  church  plant, 
oc  firsCunit  of  which  is  now  un- 
construction  at  the  Broadjgsoor 
ethodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
ev.  J.  p  Woodland,  pastor.  Ground  ' 
iin  +  ^ro^en  for  the  Fellowship  Hall 
h  on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  13, 
n  services  led  by  Bishop  Paul  E. 
rtin,  assisted  by  Rev.  Edward 
Harris,  Baton  Rouge  District 


Superintendent. 

Membership  in  the  church,  or¬ 
ganized  one  year  ago,  has  now  pas¬ 
sed  the  200  mark,  with  the  congre¬ 
gation  now  in  a  self-support  posi¬ 
tion  and  having  assumed  a  full  con- 
nectional  load  in  its  program.  The 
Broadmoor  Church  was  a  1000  Club 
project  of  the '  conference.  T.  C. 
Landrum  is  chairman  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board. 


Higher  Education 
Institution  Set 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Plans  for  the 
Twelfth  Institute  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion,  July  30  -  August  1,  have  been 
announced  here  by  Dr.  John  O. 
Gross,  general  secretary  of  the 
Methodist '  Board  of  Education’s 
Division  of  Educational  Institutions. 

Dr.  Gross,  general  program  chair¬ 
man  for  the  Institute,  said  mere 
than  250  administrative  officers  of 
church-related  and  privately-spon¬ 
sored  American  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  will  attend  the  three-day 
intensive  workshop  on  problems 
being  faced  in  campus  religious 
life,  academic  administration,  busi- 
( Continued  on  page  9) 


By  Margaret  McDonald 

The  realization  of  a  long-cher¬ 
ished  dream  of  Joseph  B.  Gifford 
has  come  about  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  a  Shreveport  family. 

IJIIII  '1PP  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  where  Gif- 
>  ford  has  headed 

1  j|fc  J  the  department  of 

drama  Tor  the  past 
decade,  soon  will 
wMm:  A:J»  have  a  new  $378,- 

chariton  000  theater,  the 

h.  Lyons  gift  of  the  Charl¬ 

ton  H.  Lyons  family.  Lyons,  an  oil 
operator,  is  a  member  of  the  col¬ 
lege’s  board  of  trustees. 

Contracts  were  signed  last  week, 
and  work  on  the  completely  mod¬ 
ern  structure  will  get  under  way 
immediately.  The  building  was  de¬ 
signed  by  Samuel  G.  Wiener  and 
Associates,  local  architects,  and  the 
Werner  Company,  Shreveport  con¬ 
tractors,  will  handle  the  construc¬ 
tion. 

The  building,  slated  to  ■  be  a 
striking  example  of  contemporary 
regi  o  n  a  1  theatrical  architecture, 
will  be  erected  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  campus,  facing  on 
Wilkinson  St.,  near  Woodlawn 
Ave.  Completion  is  scheduled  in 
ample  time  for  productions  of  the 
1957  summer  theater  season  to  be 
presented  there. 

Announcement  of  the  new  theater 
comes  close  upon  the  heels  of  a 
record  21 -day  run  of  the  Rodgers- 
Hammerstein  musical,  “South  Pa¬ 
cific,”  by  the  Centenary  Playhouse 
under  Gifford’s  direction.  More 
than  6,500  Shreveport  residents 
witnessed  the  performances  in  the' 
current  barn-like  structure  which 
houses  the  Centenary  Playhouse 
group  and  also  serves  the  needs  of 
the  Summer  Theater  and  the  drama 
department  of  Centenary  College. 

Gifford,  who  serves  as  director 
of  both  The  Centenary  Playhouse 
and  the^shreveport  Summer  Thea¬ 
ter  in  addition  to  heading  the  drama 
department,  long  has  worked  for 
the  raising  of  theatrical  standards 
in  Shreveport. 

Seldom  has  any  city  seen  the 
high  caliber  of  production  in  non¬ 
professional  theater  which  has  been 
established  at  the  Centenary  Play¬ 
house  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus.  Indeed;  it  was  the  high 
quality  of  the  Centenary  produc¬ 
tions  which  first  engendered  the 
idea  of  providing  the  theatre  in  the 
minds  of  the  Lyons  family.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family,  upon  seeing  a 
production  of  “Elizabeth  the  Queen” 
several  years  ago,  was  so  impressed 
that  he  suggested  the  college  be 
presented  a  structure  suitable  for 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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Methodism's  Bold,  New  Publishing  Venture 

To  Begin  Two 

New  Publications  - 


THE  Christian  Advocate,  which 
has  been  published  continu-- 
ously  for  130  years,  becomes 
twins  in  October! 

Methodism’s  two  new  publications 
will  continue  the  traditions  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Advocate  and  will  be 
published  monthly.  One  of  the  mag¬ 
azines,  Together,  will  serve  the 
church’s  3,000,000  families.  The 
other  is  to  carry  the  name  The  New 
Christian  Advocate  and  will  be  aim¬ 
ed  at  ministers  and  other  church 
leaders. 

.  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  of  the 
Los  Angeles  area,  speaking  before 
the  recent  General  Conference  at 
Minneapolis,  called  these  magazines 
“one  of  the  greatest  enterprises  of 
The  Methodist  Church  that  has  been 
started  during  the  last  100  years.” 
'  Together 

Together  is  Methodism’s  response 
to  the  call  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
in  1952  for  “a  magazine  of  general 
interest  that  in  all  respects  will 
measure  up  to  the  reputation  of  the 
Methodist  Church.”  It  will  be  an 
80-page  quality  publication  with 
many  pages  in  full  color  and  will 
feature  articles,  stories  and  pictures 
of  religious  significance. 

In  addition,  Together  will  carry 
news  of,  general  church  interest  to 
complement  that  provided  by  'The 
Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louis¬ 
iana  Methodist  and  other  church 
papers  on  a  state  or  regional  level. 

Immediate  goal  of  Together  is  a 
circulation  of  1,000,000  copies. 

“Not  only  will  Together  be  de¬ 
signed  to  interest  all  members  of 
the  family  —  its  aim  is  to  bring 
families  together  in  a  new  awareness 
of  Christ  and  the  meaning  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  their  lives,”  says  Lovick 
Pierce,  administrative  head  of  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  “It  is 
conceived  with  insight  and  fashion¬ 
ed  with  skill  to  put  into  modern 
journalistic  form  the  essence  of  the 
great  passion  for  evangelism  that 
marked  the  efforts  of  John  Wesley.” 
Subscription  Price 
Subscription  price  for  Together  is 
three  dollars  a  year  —  but  churches 
subscribing  for  all  of  their  families 
get  a  club  rate  of  two  dollars.  The 
General  Conference  at  Minneapolis 
urged  each  Methodist  church  to  put 
in  its  budget  a  sum  covering  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  all  families  on  its 
rolls.  When  this  is  done,  it  was 
pointed  out,  Together  will  have 
3,000,000  circulation  —  by  far  the 
largest  of  any  denomination!  maga¬ 
zine  in  the  world. 

Staff 

Editor  of  Together  is  Leland  D. 
Case  —  a  Methodist  layman,  maga¬ 
zine  consultant,  writer  and  former 
editor  of  The  Rotarian.  His  “Editing 
The  Day’s  News”,  a  journalism  text 
book  in  use  for  25  years  in  colleges 
and  universities,  is  now  in  its  fourth 
edition.  Mr.  Case’s  father,  Dr.  Her¬ 
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bert  L.  Case,  is  a  retired  Methodist 
pastor. 

A  native  Arkansan  and  life-long 
Methodist  has  been  named  as  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  of  Together.  He  is  Her¬ 
man  B.  Teeter,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  B.  Teeter  of  •  Russellville,  who 
worked  on  newspapers  at  Russell¬ 
ville,  Lake  Village,  Atkins,  Marianna 
and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  before  joining 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Dr.  T.  Otto  Nall,  for  22  years  an 
Advocate  editor  and  for  seven  years 
its  editor-in-chtef,  will  be  editor  of 
The  New  Christian  Advocate.  Mr. 
Case  will  serve  as  editorial  director 
of  this  publication. 

New  Christian  Advocate 

Subscription  rate  for  The  New 
Christian  Advocate  is  $3  a  year.  As 
a  journal  for  ministers  and  church 
leaders,  it  will  feature  departments 
on  preaching,  pastoral  care,  music, 
church  administration  and  religious 
news.  It  will  be  a  digest-size  maga¬ 
zine  of  132  pages. 

Both  Together  and  The  New 
Christian  Advocate  will  be  edited 
at  740  N.  Rush  street,  Chicago,  Ill. 
They  will  be  printed  by  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Publishing  House  at  Nashville 
and  Cincinnati. 


Potential  Influence 

At  Minneapolis,  Bishop  Kennedy 
declared  the  Methodist  Church  is 
today  a  rapidly  growing  church  of 
10,000,000  members,  largely  because 
John  Wesley’s  heart  was  “strangely 
warmed.” 

“Think  of  the  power  for  Christ 
we  could  exert  if  10  million  hearts 
beat  with  the  Wesley  zeal,  enthus¬ 
iasm,  evangelistic  spirit,”  he  said. 

,  “It  may  be  that  this,  Methodism’s 
‘bold  venture’  in  publishing,  will 
help  us  rekindle  the  flame  of  the 
spirit,  recover  souls,  renew  our 
faith  and  bolster  our  courage.” 


Dedicate  Site  Of 
Alaska  College 
August  5 

Two  bishops,  three  college  execu¬ 
tives  and  5  home  mission  leaders  of 
the  Methodist  Church  will  be  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  August  5  for  the 
dedication  of  the  242-acre  site  of  the 
Alaska  Methodist  College.  The  par¬ 
ty  is  expected  to  include  100  Meth¬ 
odist  laymen  from  the  United  States. 

The  bishops  are  Bishop  A.  Frank 
Smith  of  Houston,  Tex.,  and  Bishop 
A.  Raymond  Grant  of  Portland,  Ore. 
Bishop  Smith  is  president  of  the 
Division  of  National  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  which 
is  sponsoring  the  college.  .Bishop 
Grant  is  the  Methodist  bishop  of 
Alaska. 

The  dedication  of  the  site  on  the 
outskirts  of  Anchorage  will  be  the 
only  formal  event  this  year  in  the 
campus  development  program  of  the 
proposed  four-year  liberal  arts  col¬ 
lege.  The  next  is  to  be  groundbreak¬ 
ing,  tentatively  scheduled  for  the 
spring  of  1957. 

Other  Methodist  leaders  related 
to  the  college  and  expected  to  be 
present  for  the  dedication  include: 

Members  of  the  academic  advis¬ 
ory  committee — Dr.  Chester  M.  Al¬ 
ter,  chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Denver;  Dr.  Frederick  D.  Smith, 
dean  of  instruction  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex.; 
Charles  O.  Emmerich,  business  man¬ 
ager  of  Emory  University  near  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Methodist  mission  board  execu¬ 
tives  —  Dr.  Earl  R.  Brown,  New 
York,  general  secretary  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  National  Missions;  Dr.  J- 
A.  Engle,  New  York  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Joint  Section  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation  (the  board’s 
promotional  arm);  H.  Conwell 
Snoke,  Philadelphia,  treasurer  of 
the  national  division;  the  Rev.  P- 
Gordon  Gould,  Philadelphia,  an  as¬ 
sociate  secretary  of  the  National  di¬ 
vision  and  director  of  college  de¬ 
velopment,  and  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns, 
Philadelphia,  an  -associate  secretary 
and  director  of  promotion  for  the 
college. 

The  laymen  in  the  group  will  be 
primarily  lay  leaders  of  districts  and 
annual  conferences  throughout  the 
United  States,  many  of  whom  wn 
be  sent  at  their  area’s  expense.  The 
group  will  meet  in  Seattle,  Wash., 
July  31,  fly  to  Anchorage  Augus 
1  and  return  August  7. 


Methodism's  two  new  magazines  includes  (seated  from 
.  Lelancl  D.  Case,  editor  of  Together  and  editorial  director  of  The  New 
Christian  Advocate ;  Lovick  Pierce  and  J.  Edgar  Washabaugh,  publishing 
agents;  (standing)  T.  Otto  Nall,  editor  The  New  Christian  Advocate;  Charles 
W.  Keysor,  managing  editor  Together;  and  Warren  P.  Clark,  business  and 
circulation  manager. 
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Ufi  International  Christian  Leader — 

jf  alter  W.  Van  Kirk 
Dies 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  (NC)‘ —  The 
fjeV.  Walter  W.  Van  Kirk  who  de¬ 
voted  his  life  to  mobilizing  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  in  the  cause  of  inter¬ 
national  justice  and  peace,  died 
suddenly  of  a  heart  attack,  July  6. 
He  was  64  years  of  age. 

The  executive  director  of  the 
Department  of  International  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
Gladdys,  had  driven  to  the  Thous¬ 
and  Islands  to  preach  in  the  Thous¬ 
and  Island  Park  Tabernacle.  He 
collapsed  in  his  room  and  died  of 
a  coronary  thrombosis  on  Welles¬ 
ley  Island,  New  York. 

The  Methodist  clergyman  was 
scheduled  to  fly  to  Europe  July 
9th  to  participate  in  the  10th  an¬ 
niversary  meeting  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Churches  on  Internat¬ 
ional  Affairs.  Special  tribute  was  to 
have  been  paid  to  church  leaders, 
including  Dr.  Van  Kirk  and  John 
Foster  Dulles',  who  helped  organize 
the  agency,  jointly  sponsored  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  promote  world  peace  on  the 
basis  of  Christian  principles. 

Only  last  month  Dr.  Van  Kirk 
saw  the  completion  of  a  two-way 
visit  of  American  and  Soviet^Tinion 
Christian  leaders  which  was-  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  National  Council 
under  the  initiative  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  International  Affairs  and 
his  personal  direction.  Dr.  Van 
Kirk  was  a  member  of  the  nine- 
man  deputation  that  went  to  the 
Soviet  Union  in  March  and  shared 
in  the  conversations  with  the  eight 
Russian  churchmen  who  spent 
twelve  days  in  the  United  States  in 
June. 

Hs  spent  30  years  as  the  admin¬ 
istrative  head  of  international  af¬ 
fairs,  first  in  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches,  from  1925  to  1950,  and 
in  the  National  Council  from  its 
birth  in  1951  until  his  death. 

Leaders  of  the  church  and  the 
nation  paid  tribute  to  Dr.  Van  Kirk 
as  a  Christian  statesman. 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Council,  said 
it  was  fitting  that  Dr.  Van  Kirk’s 
“last  year  of  service  to  us  all  was 
marked  by  the  highly  successful 
two-way  visit  between  American 
and  Soviet  Union  church  leaders 
for  which  he,  more  than  any  other, 
was  responsible  in  design  and  exe¬ 
cution.  Through  the  years  his  in¬ 
fluence  has  been  strong  3hd 
positive  in  building  a  program  of 
Christian  responsibility  for  world 
peace  —  a  program  marked  by 
vision,  realism  and  strong  faith  in 
the  God  who  is  ajaove  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world,” 

Secretary  of  State  John  Foster 
Dulles:  Dr.  Van  Kirk  “was  a  Chris¬ 
tian  statesman  of  outstanding  bril¬ 
liance,  insight  and  dedication  and 
all  people  who  seek  a  just,  durable 
Peace  are  the  poorer  because  he 
died  but  everlastingly  richer  be¬ 
cause  he  lived.  The  years  of  our 
close  personal  association  in  the 
work  of  the  councils  of  churches  are 
among  the  happiest  of  my  life.  I 
jvas  honored  that  he  gave  me  his 
nendship  and  grateful  for  his  fre- 
quent  spiritual  guidance.” 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  form- 
e’  President  of  the  Federal  Council 
0  Churches:  “We  have  lost  one  of 
1  ur  most  devoted  and  distinguished 
oaders.  I  always  held  Walter  Van 

11  k  in  the  highest  respect  and  af- 


Ranchers  Adopt  Cross  As  Newest  Cattle  Brand 


Governor  J.  Hugo  Aronson  of- 
fically  .  inaugrates  the  Christian 
Cross  as  a  cattle  brand  for  the 
Christian  Rural  Overseas  Program 
drive  in  Montana  by  affixing  the 
first  “cross”  to  a  calf  donated  to 
CROP.  At  round-up  time,  calves 
wearing  the  brand  will  be  used  to 
combat  hunger  overseas  through 
the  Church  World  Service  program. 
Watching  the  branding,  left,  is  the 
Reverend  Donald  A.  Scanlin  of  Red 
Lodge,  state  CROP  director,  Direct¬ 
ly  behind  Mr.  Scanlin  is  William 
R.  Mackay,  state  senator  and 
owner  of  the  Lazy  EL  ranch  near 
Roscoe  where  the  CROP  drive  for 
meat  animals  was  opened.  Close-up 
of  new  brand  is  circled  in  picture 
at  right. 


Children's  Homes 
Leaders  To  Meet 

Houseparents  and  administrators 
of  Methodist  children’s  homes  will 
meet  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  July 
30-Aug.  3,  for  the  fifth  annual  in¬ 
stitute  and  workshop,  sponsored  by 
the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes 
of  The  Methodist  Church.  The 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  is  co-sponsor. 

-  The  institute  was  started  by  the 
board  in  1951.  Attendance  has 
grown  with  each  session,  and  ap¬ 
proximately  100  persons  are  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  1956  meeting. 

The  administrators’  workshop 
will  devote  much  attention  to  tfie 
recent  publication  of  the  .  board, 
“Standards  and  Goals  for  Metho¬ 
dist  Children’s  Agencies.”  Special 
consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
implementation '  of  l^ese  standards 
in  particular  situations. 

Dr.  Roberts  Named  President  Of 
Methodist  Coriference 

Leeds,  Eng.  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Har¬ 
old  Roberts,  principal  of  Richmond 
College,  was  named  president  of 
the  Methodist  Conference  of  Great 
Britain  for  1957-58  at  its  annual 
meeting  here. 

He  will  be  installed  at  the  Con¬ 
ference’s  1957  meeting  as  successor 
to  the  Rev.  H.  Crawford  Walters  of 
Lancashire. 


fection.  I  doubt  that  anyone  knows 
now  the  full  significance  of  his 
great  contribution  to  the  church,  the 
nation  and  the  world.” 


Senator-Minister 
Defends  Rural 
Chu  itches 


There  is  still  need  to  secure  rec¬ 
ognition  for  the  rights  of  the  rural 
and  small-town  churches  of  A¬ 


\  A  new  brand  adorns  livestock 
grazing  on  Montana  pastures  this 
summer  alongside  cattle  bearing  old 
established  ranching  symbols  as  the 
Lazy  E  L,  the  Bar-O,  and  others. 

•  The  new  brand,  duly  registered 
with  the  General  Recorder  of 
Marks  and  Brands  in  Helena,  the 
state  capitol,  is  the  Christian  cross. 

Old  brands  recall  the  days  of 
giant  cattle  empires,  range  wars 
and  hardy  living  to  accumulate 
wealth.  How  successful  this  quest 
was  is  seen  by  this  nation’s  abund¬ 
ant  food  production,  no  small  por¬ 
tion  of  which  can  be  expressed  in 
terms  of  beef  cattle. 

The  cross  brand  symbolizes  the 
good  will  of  Montana  ranchers  to¬ 
ward  less  fortunate  people  in  Asia 
and  Europe.  It  is  the  property  of 
.  CROP,  the  Christian  Rural  Over¬ 
seas  Program.  By  branding  a  calf 
with  a  cross,  the  Montana  rancher 
gives  it  to  CROP  as  his  contribu¬ 
tion  toward  the  tenth  annual  CROP 
drive  for  food  for  hungry  people 
overseas. 

Though  cross  branded  cattle  do 
not  all  graze  together  in  one  pas¬ 
ture,  the  people  of  Montana  have 
come  to  call  them  the  “Lord’s  Herd” 
since  the  calves  are  given  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  Christian  concern. 

They  may  be  seen  all  over  Mon¬ 
tana  grazing  with  the  herds  from 
which  they  were  drawn. 

The  calves  will  be  allowed  to 
fatten  until  fall  round-up  time. 
They  will  then  be  separated  and 
marketed.  The  resultant  meat  will 
be  packed^  or  canned  and  sent  to 
Church  World  Service  relief  dis- 
tiibution  centers  in  the  hunger 
areas  of  the  world. 

Tenth  Annual  CROP  Campaign 

CROP  is  a  program,  not  only*  of 
the  cattle  rancher,  but  of  all  of 
rural  America.  Farmers  are  shar¬ 
ing  their  harvests  for  the  tenth 
year,  in  the  1956  campaign  for  com¬ 
modities  and  cash. 

In  more  than  50  countries,  hun¬ 
gry  people  have  been  recipients  of 
the  American  gifts  now  totaling 
over  271  million  pounds  of  food  and 
fiber.  Annual  harvest  campaigns 
for  CROP  will  be  conducted  this 
year  in  18  states,  with  a  national 
goal  set  at  $1,200,000. 


merica,  and  especially  to  let  people 
know  thgt  “it  is  not  a  sin,  to  be  a 
member  of  a  small  church  in  a 
small  community,”  State  Senator 
Dutton  S.  Peterson  of  Odessa,  N.Y., 
told  the  Methodist  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  at  its  annual  meeting  held  in 
Ocean  City,  N.  J.  The  meeting  was 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Ocean 
City,  June  13  to  15. 

Senator  Peterson,  who  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Methodist 
Rural  Fellowship  sixteen  years 
ago,  is  also  an  ordained  Methodist 
ministe?  and  an  authority  on  the 
rural  church  in  America.  For  almost 
thirty  years  he  has  been  pastor  of 
the  Odessa,  N.  Y.  Circuit  of  four 
country  and  town  churches. 

“We  need  to  be  on  the  offensive 
for  the  course  of  the  rural  church 
as  much  today  as  we  did  sixteen 
years  ago,”  the  Senator  said.  “The 
country  church  still  needs  our  care, 
and  love,  and  concern,  even  though 
conditions  have  greatly  changed 
during  this  period.  We  need,  for 
one  thing  to  develop  a  philosophy 
as  well  as  a  big  church,  not  neces¬ 
sarily  to  have  a  pastor  all  to  itself; 
and  a  program  of  service  to  the 
whole  rural  community.” 


398  Missionaries 
Serve  Japan 

Methodist  account  for  almost  one- 
third  of  all  missionaries  working 
with  Japanese  Protestants  through 
the  Interboard  Committee  for 
Christian  work  in  Japan,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  National  Christian  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Japan. 

The  total  number  of  missionaries 
working  through  the  Interboard 
Committee,  an  interdenominational 
agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  398.  Of  that  group,  132 
are  Methodist;  including  mission¬ 
aries  both  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  Divis¬ 
ion  of  Christian  Service  and  the 
Division  of  World  Missions. 

The  Methodists  and  others  work¬ 
ing  through  the  Interboard  Com¬ 
mittee  are  affiliated  with  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Church  of  Christ  of  Japan, 
which  includes  about  160,000  of 
Japan’s  314,000  Protestants.  The 
United  Church,  in  turn,  works  with 
other  Protestant  groups  in  the 
National  Christian  Council  of  Ja¬ 
pan,  which  corresponds  to  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.  The  Methodist  Church  was 
oiie  of  several  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  that  merged  into  the  United 
Church  several  years  ago. 
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Editorial 

New  Qhurch  ‘Publications 

NE  of  the  actions  taken  by  the  recent^  Methodist  General 
Conference  that  can  be  of  far  reaching  significance  is  in  the 
_  field  of  the  church’s  publications.  The  weekly  magazine,  The 
Christian  Advocate,  will  be  discontinued  with  the  last  issue  in 
September  and  two  new  monthly  publications,  Together,  and  The 
New  Christian  Advocate,  will  begin  publication  in  mid-October. 
On  page  two  of  this  issue  of  this  publication  is  an  article  setting 
forth  in  some  detail  additional  information  about  this  step  which 
has  been  described  by  church  leaders  as  Methodism’s  “new  bold 
venture.” 

We  have  been  ask  many  times  by  Methodists  in  this  area  about 
the  continuing  status  of  The  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist  in  the  light  of  the  change  which  Methodism  as  a 
whole  is  taking.  As  the  article  on  page  two  points  out  the  new  pub¬ 
lications  are  intended  to  complement  conference  and  Area  publi¬ 
cations,  like  our  own,  rather  than  to  compete  with  them.  The  new 
publications  will  fill  a  need  in  Methodism  journalism  which  hither¬ 
to  has  not  been  met  and  will  do  so  in  a  splendid  and  interesting 
way.  Prepared  and  presented  in  a  manner  which  will  appeal  to 
families,  the  magazine  Together  will  publish  articles  of  general  in¬ 
terest,  stories,  and  other  feature  material  especially  tailored  to 
inspire  and  interpret  the  Christian  philosophy  of  life.  The  other 
monthly  The  New  Christian  Advocate  will  be  especially  prepared 
for  ministers  and  local  church  leaders. 

The  main  objectionable  feature  to  this  departure  from  the 
style  of  the  present  Christian  Advocate  will  continue  to  be  met  in 
such  publications  as  The  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana 
Methodist.  Since  the  new  publications  will  do  very  little  in  the 
field  of  news,  general  and  local,  the  responsibility  for  news  cov¬ 
erage  will  be  left  almost  entirely  to  Area  and  conference  papers 
like  our  own.  Methodists  in  this  Area,  we  believe,  will  feel  that 
they  are  fortunate  in  having  this  news  coverage  and  local  program 
presentation  which  many  other  Areas  in  the  church  will  not  have. 

Thus,  it  is  our  conviction  that  our-own  publications  will  play 
an  even  larger  role  in  keeping  Methodists  of  this  Area  informed 
about  the  happenings  in  the  religious  world,  both  at  home  and 
elsewhere. 

The  subscription  price  for  Together  is  $3.00  and  when  a  church 
subscribes  for  every  family  the  price  is  $2.00.  During  the  next 
few  weeks  many  churches  in  this  Area  will  be  working  out  their 
subscription  lists  to  this  new  magazine  and  we  commend  the  pub¬ 
lication  to  our  readers.  -- 

T Dictators  Qannot  Soft 

FROM  general  press  reports,  it  appears  that  the  present  rulers 
of  Russia,  in  an  effort  to  be  easier  and  morb  lenient  with 
Russian  subjects  and  satellite  nations,  have  opened  a  Pandora 
Box  and  loosed  on  themselves  a  combination  of  ills  that  may  ul¬ 
timately  be  their  undoing. 

One  never  knows  just  what  are  the  motives  that  prompt  Rus¬ 
sian  leaders  to  follow  a  certain  course.  Perhaps  Russian  rulers  may 
sincerely  desire  a  better  relationship  between  government  and 
the  people.  That  is  somewhat  doubtful.  Perhaps  these  “smart” 
dictators  have  misread  history  and  have  decided  that  the  best  way 
for  a  dictator  to  hold  his  place  with  his  subjects  is  to  be  more 
friendly  and  co-operative.  If  such  a  course  were  to  succeed  it 
would  be  a  reversal  of  the  history  of  dictators  without  a  parallel. 

Present  leaders  of  Russia  have,  by  their  own  actions  put  them¬ 
selves  in  a  very  dangerous  position.  Apparently,  in  an  effort  to 
gain  favor  with  the  oppressed  masses  of  Russia  ground  down  by 
the  stern  dictatorial  policy  of  Stalin,  present  leaders  projected  the 
policy  of  “down  grading”  Stalin  as  a  cruel,  vindictive,  heartless 
leader.  Since  their  story  was  so  in  keeping  with  the  truth  about 
Stalin,  their  job  of  removing  his  halo  was  not  so  difficult. 

However,  in  “debunking”  Stalin  so  successfully,  they  created 
in  the  minds  of  the  oppressed  millions  of  Russian  subjects  and  satel¬ 
lite  nations  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  different.  In  trying 
to  meet  that  very  normal  expectation,  the  tight  lines  of  dictator¬ 
ship  were  loosened  just  a  little.  Having  felt  this  slackening  of  the 
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reins,  this  first  slight  breeze  of  freedom,  the  captive  masses  within 
Russia  and  throughout  satellite  nations  liked  ,it  and  in  demands  for 
more  freedom  have  kicked  up  quite  a  storm. 

No  dictatorship  has  ever  succeeded  in  holding  its  place  of 
power  while  becoming  soft  toward  its  subjects.  To  set  sail  on  such 
a  course  usually  means  that  the  ship  of  state  soon  reaches  a  “point 
of  no  return”  in  the  policy  of  softness.  A  “get  tough”  policy  now 
may  open  the  door  to  a  concerted  rebellion  and  revolution  that 
present  leaders  of  Russia  could  hardly  cope  with.  They  have  reach¬ 
ed  a  point  where,  they  can  neither  be  softer  or  tougher  without  in¬ 
viting  rebellion.; 

Consistency  <SA  est  Of  Character 

CONSISTENCY  is  one  of  the  revealing  tests  of  character.  One’s 
judgement  may  be  bad  and  his  conduct  open  to  question,  but, 
if  in  it  all,  he  is  consistent  in  his  actions  we  may  still  have 
respect  for  the  sincerity  of  his  character.  If,  however,  his  judgement 
be  ever  so  good  and  his  actions  contradictory  in  character  we  doubt 
the  sincedety  of  his  motives. 

This  fact  is  especially  applicable  to  Christian  character.  There 
are  many  interpretations  of  religion.  Some  of  these  interpretations 
appear  to  be  rather  far-fetched.  Nevertheless,  when  one  follows 
sincerely  the  interpretation  of  the  Bible  which  he  thinks  is  right, 
Wesley  would  have  said  “give  me  thine  hand.” 

Consistency  in  relation  to  the  church  is  also  a  test  of  Christian 
character.  Seasonal  Christianity  is  not  ve£,y  effective.  Real  faith  in 
God  is  operative  whether  it  is  hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry.  Hence  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  measure  our  own  religious  sincerity  by  the  con¬ 
sistency  of  our  interest  in  the  church  in  mid-summer  and  mid¬ 
winter  as  well  as  in  the  more  pleasant  times  of  the  year. 

Civilization  SKas  Its  ‘Pitfalls 

AN  increasing^ standard  of  living  and  advancing  civilization  has 
its  danger  points  if  the  results  of  a  recent  physical  fitness 
survey  made  in  Europe  and  in  this  country  can  be  trusted. 
According  to  John  B.  Kelly,  writing  i»n  a  recent  article  in  the  A- 
merican  Magazine  the  survey  involving  more  than  7,000  children 
showed  that  almost  58%  of  American  youngsters  failed  in  one  or 
more  of  six  basic  strength  and  flexibility  tests,  as  against  8.7%  for 
the  Europeans. 

As  Mr.  Kelly  asks  how  could  this  be  in  a  nation  wher£  children 
get  better  nvHfition  and  medical  care  than  those  qf  most  other 
countries?  The  answer  seems  to  be  in  the  lack  of  exercise  to  which 
American  children  have  become  accustomed,  spectator  sports,  TV, 
riding  instead  of  walking. 

Civilization  has  its  pitfalls  too  in  the  realm  of  the  spiritual. 
Lack  of  spiritual  exercise  can  result  in  flabby  wills,  soft  compro¬ 


mises,  and  willy-nilly  convictions. 
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Large  enrollment  was  reported  at  Lakeside,  Pine  Bluff,  School.  % 


It’s  Vacation  Church 

-  >  ( 

School  Season 

Reports  of  Schools  From  Over  The  Area 


Pisgah 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Pisgah  Methodist  Church 
on  the  Dardanelle  Circuit  the  week 
of  June  4-8.  There  were  25  enrolled 
and  22  completed  the  work  and 
received  recognition  cards. 

Miss  Pat  Powers  was  director  of 
the  school.  Bruce  McConritell  taught 
the  course,  “Exploring  the  Bible 
with  Intermediates”;  .Mrs.  W.  Gg 
Conner  taught  “We  Would  See 
Jesus”,  the  course  for  the  Juniors; 
Miss  Shelba  Jane  Callan  taught 
“Jesus,  the  Friend”  the  course- for 
the  Primary  group.  Mrs.  L.  T.  Peau- 
ler  and  Jee  Jee  Conner  were  in 
charge  of  crafts  and  recreation.  — 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Willcox,  reporter. 

Layfayeiie 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette  from  Monday,  June  4 
through  Friday,  June  15.  There  were 
one  hundred  and  one  pupils  and 
twenty  five  workers  enrolled.  Mrs. 
Cyr  Boudreaux  and  Rev.  Ira  Robin¬ 
son  were  the  directors. 

The  general  theme  for  the  school 
was  “The  Bible”  and  courses  offered 
were:  Kindergarten  —  “Stories  of 
Jesus”;  Primary,  “Our  Bible”;  and 
Juniors,  “Learning  to  know  the  Old 
Testament”. 

The  primary  group  enjoyed  a  pic¬ 
nic  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Nolan 
after  the  school  closed  Friday.  The 
ladies  of  the  W.S.C.S.  helped  furnish 
refreshments  each  day. 

At  Family  Night,  held  on  June 
27,  the  group  held  a  sharing  period, 
showing  some  of  the  work  accom¬ 
plished  in  the  school.  —  Reporter. 

North  Highlands 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  North  Highlands  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Shreveport,  from  Mon-, 
day,  June  4  through  Wednesday, 
June  13,  with  108  pupils  and  26 
workers  enrolled. 

Mrs.  William  Rutledge  served  as 
director  of  the  school,  with  Mrs. 
Euland  Eufurd  serving  as  co-direc¬ 
tor. 

<(  The  Kindergarten  Class  studied' 
Stories  about  Jesus”.  Primary  Class 
studied  “Our  Bible”.  The  Juniors 
studied  “Discovering  the  Land  of 
Ihe  Bible”,  and  the  Intermediates 
studied,  “Exploring  the  Bible  with 
intermediates.” 
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The  annual  picnic  for  the  church 
school  was  held  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  with  177  present.  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Faith  acted  as  picnic  chairman.  The 
teachers  were  in  charge  of  the  clos¬ 
ing  exercise  given  by  the  children. 
One  hundred  and  four  received  cer¬ 
tificates  and  parents  and  friends 
were  invited  to  visit  the  depart¬ 
ments  to  see  the  hand-work.  — - 
Miss'-  Dorothy  Blair. 

Lakeside 

Lakeside  Methodist  Church,  Pine 
Bluff  has  completed  its  Vacation 
1  Church  School,  with  160,  including 
workers,  enrolled. 

Each  morning  at  the  sound  of 
the  church  bell  the  group,  led  by 
flag  bearers  of  the  Christian  and 
American  flags,  marched  into  the 
sanctuary  for  the  opening  assembly 
and  the  morning  prayers.  Mrs.  G. 
E.  Snuggs,  Jr.,  director  of  the  school, 
conducted  the  opening  assembly, 
which  included  pledges  to  the 
American  flag,  the  Christian  flag, 
and  to  the  Holy  Bible. 

Classes  were  held  iru  each  depart¬ 
ment,  and  on  the  closing  day  the 
group  met  together  for  a  sharing 
period  of  their  week’s  work.  —  Re¬ 
porter. 

Trinity 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
closed  Sunday  night,  June  17  at 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria  with  an  enrollment  of  166. 
The  theme  for  the  school  was  “The  ' 
Bible.”  Immediately  following  the 
benediction  the  congregation  was 
invited  to  visit  the  class  rooms  to 
see  the  display  of  the  hand-work. 
Mrs.  John  Deason  was  director  of 
the  school.  —  Publicity  chairman, 
Gussie  M.  Kelley. 

Douglas 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Douglas  Methodist 
Church,  Choudrant,  June  10-15,/  with 
an  enrollment  of  27.  The  theme  was 
“The  Bible”  and  there  was  100% 
attendance.  Mrs.  S.  W.  Leachman 
was  director  of  the  school.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  George  Goodwin  gave 
daily  devotions.  Closing  exercises 
held  on  Friday,  June  15,  included 
a  program  presented  by  the  children, 
presentation  of  the  certificates  and 
visits  by  parents  and  friends  to  the 
class  rooms  to  see  the  display  of 
hand-work.  —  Mrs.  S.  W.  Leachman. 


David  Haas  Memorial 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  David  Haas  Memorial 
Methodist  Church.  Bunkie  from  May 
28-June  8,  with  Mrs.  T.  E.  Cranford 
as  Director. 

The  theme  was  “The  Bible”,  and 
the  following  texts  were  used:  Kin¬ 
dergarten  Department,  Stories 
About  Jesus;  Primary  Department, 
Our  Bible;  Junior  Department, 
Learning  to  Know  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment;  and  Intermediate,  Exploring 
the  Bible  with  Intermediates. 

Seventy-three  children  and  nine¬ 
teen  workers  were  enrolled.  The 
school  was  closed  with  a  program, 
a  display  of  crafts  and  refreshments. 
—  Mrs.  E.  R.  Blankenship. 

Gueydan 

A  ten-day  Vacation  Church  School 
was  held  in  the  Guedyan  Methodist 
Church  with  more  than  fifty  en¬ 
rolled.  Forty  four  certificates  were 
presented.  The  Juniors  were  taken 
to  Layfayette,  where  they  were 
shown  through  the  Jewish  Syna¬ 
gogue  and  were  told  of  their  form 
and  manner  of  worship,  and  were 
instructed  in  Jewish  symbolisms.  A 
supper  of  ancient  Jewish  foods  was 
given  one  night  and  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  for  this  occasion  was  Mr.  Walton 
Hair.  —  Reporter. 

Zachary 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Zachary  Methodist 
Church,  June  3-10  with  an  enroll¬ 
ment  of  103  children  and  16  workers. 

Mrs.  Morgan  Lipscomb  was  di¬ 
rector  of  the  school.  The  Juniors 
visited  a  Jewish  Synagogue  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  Intermediates  made  doll 
furniture  for  the  nursery  depart¬ 
ment. 

A  picnic  was  held  on  the  last  day 
of  the  school,  and  a  sharing  program 
was  given  at  the  regular  church 
school  hour  on  Sunday,  June  10 
with  a  dflplay  of  handicraft  in  the 
educational  building.  —  Reporter. 

Magazine 

The  Vacation  Church  School  of 
the  Magazine  Methodist  Church  was 
held  from  May  21-25,  with  43  pupils 
and  8  workers  enrolled. 

Mrs.  J.  Arless  Jenkins  was  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  school.  The  Senior-Young 
People  were  in  charge  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  devotionals. 

Members  of  the  Woman’s  Society 


of  Christian  Service  served  refresh¬ 
ments  daily.  The  closing  program 
was  on  Sunday  morning  by  the 
pupils.  —  Reporter. 

/  Bayou  Meto 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Bayou  Meto  Methodist 
Church,  May  28  through  June  8, 
with  an  enrollment  of  37  pupils  and 
10  adult  workers.  13  of  the  pupils 
were  visitors  from  other  churches 
in  the  community. 

Members  of  the  W.S.C.S.  served 
refreshments  each  morning.  Thirty- 
three  certificates  were  presented  by 
Mrs.  Buck  Lunsden,  director  of  the 
school.  A  collection  of  $15.47  was 
sent  The  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
at  the  close  of  the  school. 

In  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev. 
R.  L.  Riggin  the  pupils  presented 
a  program  Sunday  morning,  June 
10,  after  which  parents  and  friends 
visited  the  different  departments  to 
see  the  work  accomplished  during 
the  school.  —  Reporter 
Many 

A  Vacation.  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Many  Methodist  Church 
with  an  enrolment  of  83.  This  was 
the  first  vacation  school  held  in  the 
church  in  four  years,  and  much  in¬ 
terest  was  shown.  Rev.  John  Kole- 
may,  pastor  gave  the  morning  de¬ 
votions.  Mrs.  Kolemay  was  in 
charge  of  the  music.  The  school  was 
directed  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Richardson, 
and  she  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Rupert 
Lucius,  who  served  refreshments 
daily.  |  4 

Plans  for  a  school  in  1957  were 
made,  and  a  collection  was  taken 
during  the  week  which  will  pur¬ 
chase  Bibles  and  Bible  Stories  from 
the  recommended  “Sharing  Pro¬ 
jects”  of  the  Methodist  Church.  — 
Reporter. 

Bethel 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church, 
on  the  Bethel-Pride  Valley  Charge, 
July  11-15,  with  from  35  to  48  in 
attendance  each  day. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Goins  was  director  of 
the  school  which  held  three  periods 
daily,  the  first  session  was  Bible 
studies,  the.,  second,  recreation  and 
the  third  handicrafts.  There  were 
some  visitors  from  the'  other  two 
churches  in  the  community  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

There  was  a  closing  program  giv¬ 
en  by  the  children  followed  by  a 
picnic.  —  Reporter 

Round  Pond 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Round  Pond  Methodist 
Church  May  28-June  8.  60  pupils 
received  certificates  on  achievement 
Sunday.  Awards  were  presented  to 
16  teachers  and  20  mothers  for  then- 
service  in  teaching,  serving  of  re¬ 
freshments  and  transportation.  Mrs. 
Edwin  Walker  was  superintendent 
of  the  school,  and  Mrs.  Bonnie  Har¬ 
ris  was  assistant  superintendent  and 
recorder. 

On  achievement  Sunday,  June  10 
from  ten  to  11  o’clock  each  group 
gave  a  complete  review  of  the  two 
weeks  work,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
service  each  group  presented  the 
pastor,  Rev.  James  Clemons  with 
a  gift  to  show  appreciation  for  his 
work  for  the  year. 

Each  group  reported  sending  gifts 
of  money  to  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  Greek  relief,  and  over¬ 
seas  relief.  —  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Walker 
Antioch  -  S  inisbor  o 

Beginning  Thursday*  June  28 
and  continuing  for  three  following 
Thursdays,  a  Day  Camp  Vacation 
Church  School  was  held  at  the  An¬ 
tioch  Methodist  Church,/  with  the 
children  from  both  Antioch  and 
Simsboro  Churches  attending. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


HOW  WELL  DO  WE  MIX? 

Last  week  wTe  listed  six  marks  of  the  normal  person.  Let’s  take  one  of 
these  today:  The  normal  person  is  wholesomely  related  to  other  persons. 

.  In  many  schools  today  the  report  cards  have  a  place  in  which  to  show 
how  well  the  pupil  adjusts  himself  to  other  students.  As  a  grandfather,  I 
often  look  at  my  grandchildren’s  report  cards  to  see 
whether  their  classmates  get  along  with  the  perfect 
specimens  which  my  family  contributes  to  the  school! 
And  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  so  far  my  heirs  are  re¬ 
ported  as  pretty  good  mixers. 

But  is  it  enough  to  say  that  we  get  along  with 
people?  An  equally  important  question  is,  are  we  also 
getting  them  along?  y 

Some  years  ago  I  heard  a  speaker  introduced  with 
these  words:  “He  is  steadfastly  old-fashioned  in  his 
convictions,  superbly  modern  in  his  ideas,  and  startling¬ 
ly.  ahead  of  his  times  in  his  ideals.”  To  keep  toned  up 
to  that  standard,  firm  in  one’s  conviction,  yet  flexible  in  one’s  thinking, 
and  forwardlooking  in  one’s  planning — that  is  the  norm  which  the  Creator 
has  set  for  us  and  for  which  we  need  the  Christ  to  restore  us. 

Do  we  ever  trespass  on  the  personalities  nearest  and  dearest  to  us? 
Do  we  ever  exploit  a  friendship?  When  we  mingle  with  others,  do  we  leave 
them  looking  up  or  down?  Are  there  persons  whom  we  cannot  look  square¬ 
ly  in  the  eye  because  they  have  something  on  us?  Do~we  give  with  grace 
and  forgive  without  a  grimace? 

Howydeep  are  .  our  friendships?  Was  it  Thackeray  who  said,  “I  have 
many  friends  but  not  more  ^han  a  dozen  the  news  of  whose  death  would 
spoil  my  appetite  for  breakfast”?  That  sounds  rather  brutal,  but  how 
many  friends  have  we  who  might  break  our  hearts  by  what  happens  to 
them? 

Alas,  how  easy  it  is  for  our  human  relationships  to  lose  their  wholeness 
and  their  wholesomeness.  For  that  reason  we  need  the  Great  Physician  who 
inspires  a  loyalty  which  lifts  all  our  other  loyalties  to  a  higher  plane.  His 


spirit  in  a  home  is  the  solvent  which  removes  the  little  frictions  and  pre_ 
vents  the  large  infidelities. 

In  my  youth  I  was  greatly  moved  by  Charles  Rann  Kennedy’s  drama 
“The  Servant  in  the  House.”  The  setting  was  a  clergyman’s  home.  The 
workman  who  came  to  repair  the  house  was  the  embodiment  of  the 
Nazarine  Carpenter.  By  his  spirit  he  transformed  the  whole  household  from 
a  lifeless  routine  of  selfish  interests  into  a  place  of  gracious  and  radiant 
living. 

Love  between  husband  and  wife  cannot  remain  at  its  best  unless  it  js 
sustained  by  common  interests  and  larger  loyalties.  I  recall  a  couple  who  ' 
were  so  deeply  devoted  that  each  seemed  to  live  solely  for  the  other.  But 
they  had  no  larger  common  interests.  They  were  like  two  persons  on  a 
teeter  board.  They  watched  each  other’s  ups  and  downs,  but  their  love 
never  advanced.  When  one  dropped  off,  the  other  had  nothing  left  to  liVe 
for.  The  Master  of  Men  comes  to  enrich  our  intimate  lpves  with  those 
interests  which  are  our  joy  in  life  and  our  stay  in  death. 

He  enobles  our  friendships  so  that  we  meet  at  the  sign  of  our  higher 
rather  than  our  lower,  tastes.  He  enlarges  our  sympathies,  until  they 
reach  out  to  those  who  are  too  unlovely  to  be  naturally  attractive,  and  hunt 
up  those  who  are  too  shy  to  ask  for  help. 

To  be  so  wholesomely  related  to  others  that  we  look  for  the  best  in 
them  and  bring  out  the  best  from  them — is  a  mark  of  being  normal,  as 
judged  by  the  Great  Physician. 

And  our  wholesome  relations  to  others  must  run  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  family  and  friends.  Basil  Matthews,  world  traveler  and  missionary  states¬ 
man,  tells  of  standing  with  the  sports  coach  of  an  international  college. 
They  were  watching  at  practice  a  team  of  boys  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Matthews  asked  the  coach,  “What  special  difficulties  do  you  find 
in  training  a  team  like  this?”  “A  real  hard  nut  to  crack,”  replied  the  coach. 
“These  fellows  come,  from  countries  where  the  -whole  idea  of  team  play  is 
unknown.  Each,  at  the-beginning  of  his  training,  wants  to  carry  the  ball 
and  score  the  goal  himself  for  his  own  glory.  So  I  have  won  the  battle,  not 
only  for  the  boy  as  a  member  of  the  team,  but  for  his  whole  life- job,  when 
I  have  taught  him  to  pass.”  -  f 

Yes,  to  learn  to  pass,  to  play  the  game  with  God’s  other  players  so 
that  the  rules  grow  better  and  life  grows  richer — that  is  a  mark  of  a  normal 
person  according  to  the  Nazarine  rating. 


Layman's  Column 


By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


OUR  SPECIAL  CANDIDATE 

Since  this  is  election  year  and  every  candi¬ 
date  is  being  offered  to  the  people  for  consider¬ 
ation,  it  seems  very  proper  for  us  to  present  our 
man  to  the  world.  Many  do  not  know  Him,  so 
here  are  a  few  words  about  Him. 

He  was  born  in  very  humble  surroundings, 
in  fact  in  a  donkey’s  stall.  He  did  not  even  get 
to  attend  school,  although  his  mother  and  father 
gave  a  great  deal  of  their  time  to  training  him 
properly.  You  couldn’t  call  him  a  “popular’ 
man  because  he  offended  a  lot  of  people,  many 
of  them  pretty  responsible  taxpayers.  He  kept 
meddling  in  church  business  until  the  leaders 
figured  it  would  be  better  to  have  him,  done  j 
away  with,  so  that  the  church  could  go  on  with¬ 
out  so  much  interference.  But  he  has  had  a  very 
responsible  position  for  a  long  time.  He  now  sits 
at  the  right  hand  of  God  and  in  such  a  position 
he  can  be  very  valuable  to  anyone. 

His  platform  is  simple  and  sure.  He  even 
guarantees^  victory  for  all  who  will  join  His 
side.  He  promises  victory  over  the  devil  and  all 
the  sins  that  hell  can  throw  at  you.  He  offers  a 
peace  and  joy  that  you  have  never  known  if  you 
have  not  voted  for  Him.  He  even  offers  world 
peace  and  eternal  life  to  all  who  will  call  upon 
Him.  His  platform  has  been  attacked,  disdained, 
forsaken,  and  diluted,  but  His  position  with  the 
people  is  stronger  today  than  it  ever  was. 

Everyone  can  vote  for  Him.  His  name  is 
Jesus  Christ,  and  He  has  said  that  whoever 
comes  to  Him  will  not  be  cast  away  under  any 
circumstances.  There  are  a  number  of  voting 
precincts;  Methodist,  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  Epis¬ 
copalian,  Nazarene,  to  name  just  a  few.  There 
are  a  lot  of  others,  but  the  most  important  part 
of  it  is  that  you  must  cast  your  ballot.  You  can’t 
help.  His  party  win  if  you  just  go  around  saying, 
“Lord,  Lord,”  and  do  nothing  else.  You’ll  have 
to  be  a  party  worker  to  get  the  most  benefit. 

Vote  NOW.  The  polls  are  open  every  hour  of 
the  day.  Where  do  you  vote?  One  of  the  best 
places  is  on  your  knees  beside  your  bed,  or  your 
easy  chair.  There  are  a  lot  of  other  places,  but 

t 
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COMMUNICATION,  PULPIT  TO  PEW 

For  all  the  more  than  500,000  words  now 
found  in  a  Webster’s  “unabridged,”  there  is 
sometimes  a  paucity  of  definitive  words  with 
which  to  express  the  varied  shades  of  meaning 
that  exist  in  thought-forms  and  ideas.  Actually 
the  language  seems  to  be  growing  “out  of 
bounds”:  the  first  “"Webster”  had  70,000  words, 
or  more  than  five  times  the  number  included  by 
Jobnqson  two  generations  earlier;  and  for  each 
entry  in  the  present  “unabridged”  there  is  an 
average  of  three  somewhat  different  meanings. 
With  the  advancement  of  science  and  technology, 
of  social  and  economic  and  political  thought,  new 
'words  are  “coined,”  or  sometimes  adapted  from 
other  languages  at  an  increasingly  higher  rate 
per  year,  while  new  and  shifting  meanings  are 
given  to  many  “old”  words.  Even  in  the  religion- 
theology  field,  yesterday’s  students  sometimes 
find  themselves  lost  in  understanding  today’s  y 
language  and  changed  meanings. 

I  suppose  this  growth  in  vocabulary  is  a  re¬ 
sult  (and  an  index)  of  our  rapidly  expanding 
civilization.  A  static  language  would  indicate  a 
dearth  of  ideas,  a  standing  still  of  human  activity. 
If  we  were  to  multiply  almost  any  noun  or  any 
verb  by  the  number  of  different  meanings  and 
pictures  they  convey  to  different  peqple,  and 
again  by  the  number  of  adjectives  or  adverbs 
that  can  modify  those  meanings  by  some  slight 
degree,  we  would  probably  not  begin  to  approx¬ 
imate  the  millions  of  thoughts  and  ideas  that  are 
afloat  in  our  society — indeed,  the  millions  in  the 
minds  of  £hch  one  of  us. 

And  we  suffer  as  individuals  and  as  a  society 
because  of  the  diversities  of  mental  pictures  and  „ 
even  of  emotional  reactions  that  come  from  dif¬ 
ferences  of  “experiences”  with  words.  (By  the 
way,  what  is  your  initial  reaction  to  the  word, 
experience?  Is  it  a  religious,  or  business,  or 
adventurous  connotation?  pleasant  or  unpleas- 


this  is  a  mighty  good  one.  But  whatever  you  do; 
BE  SURE  TO  VOTE.  j 


ant?  one  you  instantly  welcome  or  shun?) 
Linguists  and  grammarians  recognize  this  nar¬ 
rowing  or  expanding  meaning  of  words,  and  the 
emotional  reaction  they  rouse,  in  the  science  of 
semantics.  Diplomats  often  use  it,  tongue  in 
cheek,  in  international  dealings,  and  they  try  to 
find  it  in  the  words  of  their  opponents.  An  Eng¬ 
lish  leader  once  exclaimed  of  an  American  vis¬ 
itor,  “Only  America  could  produce  such  a  states¬ 
man!” — and  then  refused  to  amplify  or  clarify 
his  meaning.)  The  man-on-the-street  thinks  it's 
“double-talk”  and  loses  faith  in  speeches  and 
pronouncements. 

In  the  promulgation  of  the  Christian  faith, 
I  suppose  the  use  of  the  multi-Vneaning  word, 
love,  with  the  highly  emotional  reaction  of  many 
people  to  it,  has  been  the  source  of  more  mis¬ 
understanding,  misinformation,  and  abuse  than 
any  other  single  noun;  it  has  been  the  cause  of 
ridicule  and  wise-cracking  by  ignorant  oppon¬ 
ents  of.  the  faith:  Despite  the  best  efforts  of 
theologians  to  distinguish  between  eros  and 
agape,  love  still  to  millions  first  connotes  human 
affection,  desire,  appetite,  even  lust.  And  many 
a  churchman  who  sings  or  recites  about  “the  love 
of  God  in  my  heart,”  or  “love  my  neighbor”  has 
rather  a  hazy  idea  of  what  it  is — and  less  of 
what  it  Remands  of  him  in  conduct.  We  are  not 
likel^  to  get  a  new  word  for  love  in  our  Chris¬ 
tianity,  but  we  sorely  need  something  that  will 
differentiate  it,  at  the  very  first  sound,  from  all 
other  connotations  of  the  word. 

We  are  falling  into  a  like  snare  with  the 
use  of  the  word,  community.  Most  of  us  think 
of  community  as  a  group  of  people  under  a  com¬ 
mon  government,  or  the  place  (village  to  city) 
where  they  live.  But  the  theologian  speaks  of 
community  in  a  sense  not  yet  in  the  “una¬ 
bridged” — as  a  group  of  people  doinj  (or  at¬ 
tempting  to  do)  the  will  of  God,  and  sometimes 
as  “the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.”  The  church, 
they  say,  is  building  community  among  men. 

These  are  but  two  examples  of  the  problem 
the  churchman  faces  in  giving  the  message  of 
the  faith  to  men  and  women.  But  he  peeds  ever 
to  be  on  the  watch  that  there  is  “communication 
between  pulpit  and  pew. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Methodist  University  Plans  Scholarship 
For  Old  People 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Dallas  ning  next  September.  The  scholar- 
College,  downtown  branch  of  y  ships  will  be  granted  on  the  basis 


Southern  Methodist  University,  will 
award  30  “retirement”  scholarships 
each  year  to  persons  over  65  years 
of  age,  ^  was  announced  here  by 
the  institution’s  director. 

Dr.  John  M.  Claunch  said  the 
“retirement”  scholarship  plan  was 
decided  upon  after  it  had  been 
proved  successful  in  a  trial  on  a 
small  scale  for  several  years. 

“The  scholarships  will  provide 
older  men  and  women  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  a  richer  life  and,  perhaps, 
the  chance  tp  pursue  hobbies  or  in¬ 
terests  heretofore  impossible,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Claunch  added  that  the  re¬ 
cipients  would  be  able  to  enroll  in 
any  course  —  from  art  to  zoology 
—  in  which  they  wished  to  spend 
one  or  two  evenings  a  week  begin- 


Specialist  Advises 
Religious  Life  To 
Avoid  Heart  Disease 

Mexico  City  (RNS)  —  One  of 
the  best  ways  to  avoid  heart  disease 
is  to  lead  a  religious  life,  a  Mexi¬ 
can  specialist  advised  here. 

Dr.  Teofilo  Ortiz  Ramirez  said 
“the  heart  patient  —  or  the  per¬ 
son  who  does  not  want  ever  to 
suffer  from  heart  disease  —  should 
live  day  by  day  and  hand  in  hand' 
with  God.  There  is  no  medicine 
like  Christian  confidence.” 

He  holds  diplomas  from  the  Nat¬ 
ional  University  of  Mexico,  ithe 
French  Cardiological  Society,  the 
Argentine  Cardiological  Socie  t  y 
and  similar  groups  in  other  coun¬ 
tries. 

“One  of.  the  predisposing  reasons 
for  a  heart  attack,”  the  physician 
said,  “is  a  state  of  emotional  anxie¬ 
ty,  which  may  proceed  from  an  ex¬ 
cess  of  ambition,  vanity,  Or/even 
emotional  involvement.  But  the 
person  who  truly  loves  God  accepts 
God’s  will  and  eliminates  from  his 
life  a  striving  after  ways  in  which 
God  or  destiny  may  be  circumven¬ 
ted.  / 

“Almost  without  exception,  the 
heart  patient  who  cannot  be  cured 
is  one  who  is  dissatisfied  with  his 
life  and  wants  more  and  better  and 
different  rewards  from  it. 

“There  is  no  point  i  n  saying, 
‘don’t  worry,  and  stop  feeling 
anxious.’  The  heart  patient  must 
say,  ‘I  am  a  child  of  Gotf  and  in¬ 
terested  onfy  in  doing  His  will.’” 


Report  Cardinal  Mindszenty 
Staying  At  Mountain  Village 

Vienna  (RNS)  -y-  Josef  Cardinal 
Mindszenty  is  presently  staying  at 
the  north  Hungarian  mountain  vil¬ 
lage  of  Felsoepeteny  for  health 
reasons,  Roman  Catholic  sources 
here  said. 

They  reported  on  the  cardinal’s 
whereabouts  after  Archbishop  Josef 
Grosz,  acting  head  of  the  Hungar- 
lan  Bench  of  Bishops,  told  a  group 
M  correspondents  at  his  residence  in 
Nalocsa  that  reports  of  Cardinal 
Mindszenty’s  re-arrest  were  un¬ 
true. 

The  archbishop  did  not  say  spe¬ 
cifically  where  the  Hungarian  Pri- 
juate  was  at  this  time.  He  declared 
■at  the  cardinal  had  been  staying 
in  an  “ecclesiastical  building  under 
avorable  conditions”  since  his  re- 
from  Prison  last  July, 
ue  Budapest  Radio  quoted  the 
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of  written  applications  and  oral 
interviews. 

“This  is  our  contribution  to  the 
increasingly  important  question  of 
what  can  be  done  to  make  richer 
lives  for  our  retired  people,”  he 
said. 


Sees  U.S.  As  Both 
Secular  State  And 
Religious 
Commonwealth 

Notre  Dame,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  A 
leading  American  economist  says 
the  United  States,  unlike  any  other 
country  in  the  United  States,  un¬ 
like  any  other  country  in  the  world, 
is  paradoxically  both  a  “secular 
State”  and  a  “religious  common¬ 
wealth.” 

Peter  F.  Drucker,  professor  of 
management  in  the  Graduate  School 
of  Business  at  New  York  Universi¬ 
ty,  takes  this  position  in  an  article 
entitled  “Organized  Religion  and 
The  American '  Creed”  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame’s  quarterly  Review  of  Poli¬ 
tics. 

He  said  the  secular  State  and  re¬ 
ligious  society  in  this  country  “can¬ 
not  be  conceived  as  contradictions; 
they  are  necessarily  complementary 
to  each  other.” 

Whereas  the  European  concept  of 
the  secular  State  is  “profoundly 
hostile  to  religion,”  Prof.  Drucker 
declared,  the  American  concept  “is 
based  on  a  religious  society  and  on 
the  furtherance  of  religion.” 

“The  United  States,”  Prof.  Druck¬ 
er  asserted,  “is  indeed  a  secular 
State  as  far  as  any  one  denomination 
is  concerned.  But  it  is  at  the  same 
time  a  ‘religious’  commonwealth  as 
concerns  its  general  belief  in  the 
necessity  of  a  truly  religious  basis 
of  citizenship.” 

The  origin  of  secularism  in  the 
United  States,  he  stated,  “is  not 
political  but  religious.”  He  noted 
that  “the  parents”  of  American  se¬ 
cularism  “were  not  the  politicians 
of  the  national  State,  but  two  great 
religious  thinkers,  Roger  Williams 
and  Jonathan  Edwards.” 


Dulles  Says  Communism 
Fears  Power  Of 
Religious  Faith 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Com¬ 
munism  fears  “the  inherent  power 
of  religious  faith,”  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else  Allen  W.  Dulles,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Ag¬ 
ency,  said  here. 

Mr.  Dulles,  brother  of  Secretary 
of  State  John  Foster  Dulles,  sub¬ 
stituted  for  President  Eisenhower 
at  the  laying  of  a  cornerstone  for 
the  restored  Georgetown  Presby¬ 
terian  church. 

The  original  cornerstone  of  the, 
church  was  laid  by  President  James 
Monroe  ‘in  1821.  The  cornerstone 
for  the  edifice  now  being  renovated 
was  placed  by  President  U.  S. 
Grant  in  1871. 

President  Eisenhower  had  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  to  lay  the  new 
stone  but  was  unable  to  do  so  be¬ 
cause  of  his  recent  illness.  He  asked 
Mr.  Dulles,  a  Presbyterian  elder,  to 
conduct  the  ceremony  in  his  place. 
The  President  sent  a  message  of 
congratulations  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  which  was  read  at  the  service. 

Mr.  Dulles  said  the  task  of  the 
United  States  in  curbing  the  aggres- 
.  sion  of  world  Communism  today,  is 
similar  to  the  situation  that  faced 
President  Monroe  when  he  sought 
to  protect  the  Western  Hemisphere 
from  European  colonialism. 

Although  Communism  controls 
great  areas  of  land,  the  CIA  direc¬ 
tor  noted,  “this  dictatorship  has  not 
taken  over  great  areas  of  mind  in 
the  world,  or  in  its  own  homeland 
destroyed  the  innate  love  of  peace.” 

He  said'  the  role  of  the  church  in 
the  present  crisis  is  to  develop  the 
religious  faith  on  which  human 
freedom  is  based. 


Pacific  Japanese  Mefhodisi 
Conference  Sets  Integration  Target 

San  Francisco  (RNS)  —  The 
Pacific  Japanese  Provisional  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church 
set  1964  as  he  target  date  for  in¬ 
tegration  with  Caucasian  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  denomination. 

Delegates  from  30  Japanese 
Methodist  churches  in  California, 
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Arizo¬ 
na,  and  Colorado  made  the  decis¬ 
ion  at  their  annual  meeting  here. 


Reveal  Early  Airplane  Built  in  Church 


Santa  Ana,  Calif,  (RNS)  —  The 
first  airplane  built  by  one  of  A- 
merica’s  greatest  aviation  pioneers 
was  constructed  in  a  local  church, 
old  records  here  revealed. 

Glenn  L.  Martin,  towering  figure 
in  the  formative  years  of  the  air 
age,  built  his  first  plane  —  the  first 
ever  constructed  in  the  West  —  in 

archbishop  as  saying,  “Cardinal 
Mindszenty  is  living  in  freedom 
and  I  can  contact  him  any  time  I 
want.” 

Church  sources  here  noted  that 
the  station  identified  Cardinal 
Mindszenty  for  the  first  time  as 
“His  Eminence,  the  Archbishop  of 
Esztergom.” 

Archbishop  Grosz  himself  was  re¬ 
leased  from  prison  last  October 
after  serving  more  than  four  years 
of  a  15-year  term  for  alleged  trea¬ 
son.  Last"  month  he  was  permitted 
by  the  Communist  government  to 
resume  his  functions  as  head  of  the 
Kalocsa  See  and  acting  chairman 
of  the  Bench  of  Bishops. 


the  former  sanctuary  of  the  old 
South  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
here. 

Harriet  Crago,  secretary  of  First 
Methodist  church  uncovered  the 
evidence. 

It  was  back  in  1908  when  Mr. 
Martin,  already  a  successful  glider 
builder,  secured  permission  to  use 
the  abandoned  sanctuary  of  the 
old  church  as  a  hanger,  it  being  the 
only  building  in  town  with  adequate 
foor  space. 

The  sanctuary  had  been  vacated 
when  South  church  built  a  new  one. 
This  church  eventually  became  the 
Spurgeon  Memorial  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  South  and,  with  shor¬ 
tened  name,  still  exists. 

But  it  sold  the  original  sanctuary 
to  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
which  moved  it  to  the  rear  of  its 
property  at  2nd  and  Main  Sts.,  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  site  where  the  present 
City  Hall  stands.  It  was  here  that 
Mr.  Martin  built  the  plane  that 
launched  him  on  his  long  and  fab¬ 
ulous  career 


“IN  GOD  WE  TRUST” 
MOTTO  DELAYED  ON 
CURRENCY 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
The  motto  “In  God  We  Trust” 
will  not  start  to  appear  on  Uni¬ 
ted  States  currency  for  at  least 
a  year,  the  Treasury  Department 
said  here,  because  of  an  antici¬ 
pated  conversion  to  a  new  meth¬ 
od  of  printing. 

Congress  passed  an  act  last 
year  requiring  use  of  the  motto 
on  paper ,  currency  as  well  as 
coins. 

To  change  the  present  design 
of  the  engraved  currency  plates 
before  the  conversion  would  be 
“extremely  expensive,”  the  De¬ 
partment  said. 

Meanwhile,  legisl  a  t  i  o  n  to 
make  “In  God  We  Trust”  the 
official  national  motto  of  the 
United  States  is  expected  to 
reach  the  floop  of  the  Senate  in 
time  for  action  this  session.  The 
hill  has  been  approved  by  the 
House. 

Both  motto  measures  were 
sponsored  by  Rep.  Charles  E. 
Bennett  (D.-Fla.) 


PRESIDENT  SIGNS  WAR 
DAMAGE  BILL  FOR 
VATICAN 

Washington,  Dr.  C.  (RNS)  — 
President  Eisenhower  signed  a 
bill,  passed  by  Congress,  author¬ 
izing  payment  to  the  Vatican  of 
$964,199.35  in  full  settlement  of 
all  claims  and  damages  result¬ 
ing  from  the  bombing  of  Castel 
Gandolfo,  the  papal  summer  res¬ 
idence,  by  United  States  airmen 
in  February,  1944. 

A  surVey  by  the  U.  S.  Army 
Claims  Service  had  determined 
that  the  compensation  was  a  fair 
and  reasonable  valuation  of  the 
damage  based  on  prices  of  ma¬ 
terial  and  labor  prevailing  in 
1945  and  on  the  then-prevailing 
exchange  rate  of  100  lire  to  the 
dollar. 

During  the  war,  Vatican  City 
was  a  neutral  territory  entitled 
under  international  law  to  dam¬ 
ages,  from  any  belligerent  which 
accidentally  attacked  it. 


Distribution  of  Scriptures 
Increasing  in  Central  America 

Balboa,  C.  Z.  (RNS)  —  The  A- 
merican  Bible  Society  distributed 
nearly  3%  times  as  many  Scrip¬ 
tures  in  Central  America  last  year 
as  it  did  in  1945  and  is  establishing 
an  even  better  record  this  year,  an 
official  reported  here. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Limkenmann,  sec¬ 
retary  for  Central  America,  said 
total  distribution  of  Bibles,  Testa¬ 
ments,  and  Bible  portions  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1956  was 
more  than  30  per  cent  greater  than 
in  the  same  period  last  year. 

In  the  ten-year  period  ended  last 
Dec.  31,  he  said,  Central  Americans 
purchased  from  the  society  185,328 
complete  Bibles,  190,754  New  Testa¬ 
ments,  and  2,284,786  Gospels  or 
portions. 

Mr.  Limkenmann  recalled  that 
the  society  distributed  111,104 
Scriptures'  during  its  first  decade  of 
activity  in  Central  America,  18-92- 
1902.  This  y eat  it  will  average  more 
than  that  number  every  three 
months,  he  noted. 
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REV.  OTIS  W.  SPINKS  held  a  dedication  serv¬ 
ice  for  his  official  church  board  on  Sunday, 
July  8,  at  the  11  a.m.  service  of  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria.  His  sermon 
topic  was  “The  Dead  Give-A-Way”. 

EV.  LOUIS  HOFFPAUIR,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Crowley,  was  the  gues£ 
preacher  at  First  Methodist  Church  in  Eunice, 
Sunday,  July  8,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Ned  L„  Stout  and  his  family  who  were 
visiting  in  Virginia  with  Mrs.  Stout’s  relatives. 

A  FATHER-SON  BANQUET  was  held  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  New  Iberia, 
Thursday  night,  June  28.  J.  D.  Morris  Sr.,  and 
J.  D.  Morris  Jr.,  were  the  oldest  father  and  son 
combination  honored.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

EV.  KENNETH  McDOWELL,  pastor  of  Vivian 
Methodist  Church  was  the  guest  preacher 
for  revival  services  held  at  the  Lisbon  Methodist 
Church,  Monday,  July  2  through  Sunday,  July 
8.  Special  music  was  supplied  by  members  of  the 
church.  Rev.  R.  K.  Friedrick  is  pastor. 

R.  L.  J.  HAUGHTON,  Superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home-Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
will  be  the  guest  preacher  for  the  morning  serv¬ 
ice  at  the  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Sunday,  July  22.  Dr.  Haughton  will 
also  speak  to  the  combined  adult  classes  at  the 
Church  School  hour.  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

EV.  KENNETH  G.  McDOWELL,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Vivian,  was  the  guest 
preacher  for  revival  services  held  at  the  Lisbon 
Methodist  Church,  July  2-8.  Special  music  was 
presented  at  each  service,  and  prayer  services 
were  held  before  each  evening  service.  Rev. 
R.  K.  Friedrich  is  pastor. 

EV.  B.  P.  DURBIN,  pastor  of  the  Brownsville 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  was  the 
guest  preacher  for  revival  services  held  at  the 
Heflin  Methodist  Church  July  9-15.  Both  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  services  were  held  daily.  The 
singing  service  was  under  the  direction  of  the 
pastor,  Rev.  R.  E.  Carter. 

R.  CHARLES  CHISHOLM  from  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Sterlington  Methodist 
Church,  Sunday  morning,  July  1.  Mr.  Norman 
Rushing,  Monroe  District  Lay  Leader,  was 
speaker  at  the  evening  service.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
W.  M.  Allen,  Jr.,  was  on  vacation. 

HE  ANNUAL  HOMECOMING  was  held  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Church  on  the  Con- 
cord-Mt.  Pleasant  Charge,  Sunday,  July  15.  Rev. 
James  Strozier,  a  former  pastor,  preached  at  the 
morning  service.  '  Rev.  C.  K.  Brooks,  the  pastor, 
announced  that  a  revival  would  begin  on  the 
same  date. 

REV.  WILSON  WATSON,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Fonchatoula  was  the 
guest  preacher  at  the  morning  service,  Sunday 
July  8,  in  the  Amite  Methodist  Church.  Before 
his  appointment  to  Ponchatoula  Mr.  Watson  was 
associate  minister  of  Noel  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is 
pastor  at  Amite. 

EV.  FRED  SCHWENDIMANN,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs, 
was  the  guest  preacher  for  revival  services  held 
at  the  Tangipahoa  Methodist  Church  the  week  of 
July  2-8.  Services  were  held  each  evening,  Mon¬ 
day  through  Saturday  at  eight  o’clock  and  each 
morning,  Tuesday  through  Friday,  at  ten  o’clock. 
Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth  is  pastor. 

HUGH  LATTA  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
board  of  stewards  for  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Vinton.  Other  officers  are  Clarence 
Guthrey,  vice  chairman;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Perry,  re¬ 
cording  secretary;  Gerald  Cormier,  treasurer;  L. 
O.  Campbell,  financial  secretary;  and  Gerald 
Cormier,  church  lay  leader.  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell  is 
pastor. 

EV.  AND  MRS.  W.  H.  GILES  attended  the 
family  reunion  of  Mrs.  Giles’  family,  in 


Monroe,  Georgia,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  July 
14-15.  Sunday  at  Snellville,  Georgia,  near  Stone 
Mountain,  Brother  Giles  was  the  inspirational 
speaker  and  toastmaster  for  the  Pittman  Wil¬ 
liams  family  reunion,  where  more  than  300  de¬ 
scendants  were  present.  \ 

REV.  CHARLES  RICHARD  HOFFPAUIR, 
Gueydan,  was  the  guest  preacher  for  both 
services,  Sunday,  July  1,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Gueydan,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor, 
‘  Rev.  Sidney  A.  Seegers.  Richard  recently  re¬ 
ceived  his  A.B.  degree  from  L.S.U. 'and  has  been 
accepted  for  enrollment  in  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  S.M.U.,  Dallas,  next  fall. 

REV.  ANDY  FOREMAN,  former  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
was  the  guest  preacher  for  the  identical  morning 
worship  services,  Sunday,  July  15.  Brother  Fore¬ 
man  is  attending  the  Boston  School  of  Theology 
and  is  also  serving  as  full  time  pastor  to  the 
Helen  L.  Lawrence  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  East  Pepperell,  Massachusetts.  Dr.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ARTHUR  O’NEIL,  JR.,  son  of  Rev.  A. 

M.  O’Neil  \yho  is  serving  in  the  Mississippi 
Conference,  has  been  employed  by  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Hammond  to  serve  as  edu¬ 
cational  director  during  the  summer  months. 
Rev.  McNeil  has  one  year  remaining  in  Theology 
School  before  he  will  complete  his  work  for  a 
B.D.  degree.  Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas  is  p'astor  at  Ham¬ 
mond. 

REV.  KENDRIX  a.  TOWNSLEY  of  Yadagiri, 
South  India;  will  be  the  guest  preacher  for 
special  services  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Amite,  the  week  of  July  22-29.  Mr.  Townsley  is 
a  Methodist  minister  serving  as  superintendent 
of  the  Houston  Hospital  at  Yadagiri.  He  and  his 
family  are  on  their  year  of  furlough  and  are 
visiting  in  the  homes  of  church  members  in 
Amite,  where  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  pastor. 

Methodism  in  action,  the  11 -minute  b  & 

W  film  of  the  General  Conference,  will  soon 
be  ready  for  mailing.  The  film  emphasizes  the 
derpocratic  process  by  which  church  “law”  is 
made.  It  is  designed  to  show  church  members 
how  Methodism  develops  its  policy  and  program. 
As  such,  it  will  have  continuing  use  in  the 
churches.  Orders  are  being  taken  now.  METH¬ 
ODISM  IN  ACTION  is  available  from  TRAFCO 
and  sells  for  $15.00. 

SALLY  MURRY,  of  New  Orleans  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  to  succeed  Delton  Pickering  of 
Houston,  Texas,  ministerial  student  at  Centenary 
college.  Installation  of  the  new  officers  was  held 
in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
campus.  Jay  Koonce  of  Sulphur  was  elected  vice 
president,  and  Gwen  John  of  Monroe  was  re¬ 
elected  secretary.  The  new  treasurer  is  Charles 
Souter  of  Sulphur. 

EV.  GEORGE  W.  HARBUCK,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  conducted  the 
devotional  services  in  the  Memorial  Chapel  of 
the  Beck  Building,  Shreveport,  June  26  and  27. 
These  are  part  of  a  series  of  noon  day  services 
held  every  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  for  wor¬ 
shippers  of  all  faiths.  They  are  scheduled  to  last 
twenty  minutes  so  that  people  who  work  in  the 
down  town  area  may  attend  during  their  lunch 
hour.  The  chapel  is  open  daily  from  6  a.m.  until 
6  p.m. 

EV.  William  Byrd,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  in  the  annual  summer  revival  at 
the  Arcadia  Methodist  Church,  July  22-29.  The 
music  and  singing  for  the  services  will  be  con¬ 
ducted,  by  Bill  Mann  who  conducted  the  singing 
for  the  revival  held  last  summer.  Mr.  Mann  is 
a  member  of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
Texas,  and  is  well  known  as  a  religious  singer. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton  is  pastor  at  Arcadia. 

R.  HOWARD  SNIDER  was  elected  president 
of  the  DeQuincy  Methodist  Men,  Thursday 
night,  June  29,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
DeQuincyf  Other  officers  are:  Clyde  F.  Walker, 


first  vice-president;  J.  H.  Boatman,  second  vic 
president;  and  Kenneth  Snider,  secretary.  Th' 
program  committee  is  composed  of  Jack  Dolan)? 
Morris  Mitchell  and  Leo  Williams,  and  the  »t 
tendance  committee  is  composed  of  Harv  ' 
Brown  and  Keith  Beird.  Rev.  A.  A.  McKnil! 
is  pastor  at  DeQuincy. 

DAVID  CALHOUN,  of  Chickasaw  was  granted 
a  license  to  preach;  Tuesday,  June  26, 
the  district  committee  on  licenses  of  the  Monn/ 
District  Conference.  He  is  the  son  of  m? 
and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Calhoun  of  Chickasaw,  and  was 
recommended  for  license  to  preach  by  the  qUar 
terly  conference  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Oak  Grove.  His  present  plan  is  to  enroll  in 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  this  fall 
upon  graduation  enter  Perkins  School  of  Theol0. 
gy  of  S.M.U.  for  his  theological  education. 

THE  WOMAN’S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE  of  the  Methodist  church  is  now 
engaged  in  work  in  30  countries,  said  Mrs  W  £ 
Horton,  president  of  the  W.S.C.S.  in  the'  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  She  said  the  W.S.C.S.  js 
supporting  500  missionaries,  450  deaconesses  and 
1500  employed  workers.  The  W.S.C.S.  helps  sup¬ 
port  clinics,  hospitals,  chapels,  evangelistic  work 
and  schools.  The  W.S.C.S.  had  at  the  close  of 
1955  a  total  of  310,539  members  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  & 

MARVIN  C.  GENUCHI,  director  of  the  famous 
Bluejacket  Choir  of  the  GreatrLakes  Naval 
Training  Station,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
minister  of  music  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge.  The  world-renowned  Bluejacket 
Choir  of  World  War  II  was  depleted  in  1952 
Navy  personnel  decided  to  do  something  about 
it,  and  the  job  was  offered  to  Genuchi.  Under  his 
directorship,  it  grew  steadily  in  renewed  popu¬ 
larity  through  concerts,  and  radio  and  television 
appearances  until  it  has  again  reached  its  former 
prestige.  Genuchi  and  his  Bluejackets  traveled 
all  over  the  United  Sfates,  singing  in  every  major 
city  and  before  the  dignitaries  of  the  world.  Feel¬ 
ing  that  he  had  achieved  that  for  which  he  was 
engaged  by  the  Navy,  he  decided  to  enter  the 
field  of  religious  music  again,  the  field  in  which 
his  original  training  had  occurred.  He  attended 
the  school  of  music  at  the  University  of  Nebras¬ 
ka,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Westminster  Choir 
College  at  Princeton,  the  famed  school  of  re¬ 
ligious  music.  His  hobby  has  been  working  with 
young  people  and  he  has  served  as  contest  ad¬ 
judicator,  guesj;  conductor,  and  lecturer  at  high 
school  music  festivals,  and  as  judge  for  choral 
and  vocal  contests  over  the  mid-western  states. 


DEATH  OF  JAMES  V.  REID 

James  V.  Reid  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  1887,  and  died  in  Fort  Worth, 
Monday  afternoon,  ^une  18,  at  the  age  of  69. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  Fort  Worth,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  June  20,  and  burial  was  in  Oakland 
City,  Indiana,  his  former  home. 

Mr.  Reid  was  known  to  his  friends  as  a 
“lay  missionary-evangelist”,  and  was  often  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  a  “missionary  to  missionaries”,  as 
his  greatest  work  was  to  the  people  of  Cuba  and 
Central  America.  He  began  more  than  25  years 
ago,  going  there  each  winter  to  minister  to  the 
churches  of  different  faiths,  and  to  assist  the 
missionnaries  in  their  work.  H6  had  made 
twenty-two  trips  into  Central  America  and 
had  assisted  in  the  “Crusade  for  Christ”  in 
Cuba  'the  last  two  years.  He  was  well  known 
in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area. 

He  began  about  fifty  years  ago  as  a  song 
leader  and  musician,  offering  his  services  in 
revivals,  camp  meetings,  Epworth  League  as¬ 
semblies,  and  other  religious  gatherings.  Al¬ 
though  he  was  a  Methodist  he  assisted  many 
faiths  in  their  work.  His  religious  services  were 
financed  through  the  gifts  and  contributions 
made  by  friends  and  churches  who  believed  in 
his  work. 

He  was  a  great  musician  and  the  composer 
of  many  of  his  renditions.  He  added  his  own 
medley  to  hymns  and,  with  his  piano  music,  he 
reached  the  hearts  of  the  natives  of  Central 
America  when  an  interpreter  was  not  available. 

Mr.  Reid  h6d  made  Fort  Worth  his  home 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  is  survived  by 
his  Wife,  one  son,  Dr.  C.  B.  Reid  of  California 
and  two  grand-children.  — Elizabeth  Langfom 
Letter  Service  Bureau,  Monroe,  Louisiana. 
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Perkins  Student 
Guest  Preacher 
At  Lake  Vista 

Howard  Daughenbaugh,  Jr.,  a 
member  of  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  guest  preacher  in 
its  pulpit  Sunday,  July  15. 

Mr.  Daughenbaugh  was  admitted 
on  trial  into  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Methodist  Churches,  when 
the  conference  met  May  29  in 
Shreveport.  The  Lake  Vista  church 
recommended  him  for  his  license  to 
preach.  He  received  his  B.A.  degree 
from  Southern  Methodist  University, 
where  he  is  now  a  student  in  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Mr.  Daughenbaugh  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Daughenbaugh, 
73  Dove  Street.  His  father  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  official  board  of  the  Lake 
Vista  church  and  lay  leader  for  the 
New  Orleans  District  of  Methodist 
Churches. 

The  minister  at  the  Lake  Vista 
church  is  the  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier, 
Jr. 


CENTENARY  TO  HAVE 
NEW  THEATRE  BUILDING 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  caliber  of  the  dramatic  presen¬ 
tations.  v 

Some  of  the  greatest  moments  in 
theater  have  come  alive  on  the 
stage  of  the  .old  white  frame  build¬ 
ing  during  the  past  ten  years  — 
and  this, /despite  the  fact  that  the 
stage  has  scarcely  three  feet  of 
offstage  space  on  either  side,  woe¬ 
fully  inadequate  equipment  and 
trembling  timbers. 

Now,  with  57  major  productions 
behind  him  and  an  enviable  place 
in  theatrical  circles  of  the  South¬ 
west,  Gifford  is  about  to  realize 
the  dream  he  has  clung  -to  ever 
since  he  set  up  shop  in  the  recon¬ 
verted  gymnasium  on  the  campus 
and  launched  a  program  of  dra¬ 
matic  production  which  caused 
other  non-professional  theater 
groups  to  sit  up  and  take  heed.  .  .  . 
a  completely  modern  theater. 

Cost  of  the  building  will  be  ap¬ 
proximately  $278,000  while  elec¬ 
trical,  air-conditioning  and  other 
equipment  will  bring  the  total  cost 
to  $378,000..  No  features  essential 
to  audience  comfot’t.  and  backstage 
efficiency  have  been  overlooked. 

The  bhilding,  which  will  boast 
complete  shop  facilities^  wardrobe 
storage  rooms,  offices,  classrooms, 
dressing  rooms  and  property  stor¬ 
age  rooms,  will  be  a  brick  and  steel 
construction.  The  auditorium  will 
have  a  seating  capacity  of  350,  thus 
preserving  the  intimacy  for  which 
the  Centenary  Playhouse  has  been 
noted.  No  seat  will  be  more  than 
55  feet  from  the  proscenium,  and 
each  will  have  complete  visibility. 

The  design  of  the  interior  has 
been  dictated  by  the  demand^that 
nothing  in  the  decoration  shall 
compete  with  the  show.  The  lines 
of  the  interior,  rather,  will  em¬ 
phasize  the  importance  of  the  stage 
and  will  permit  the  stage  to  merge 
with  the  auditorium.  Broken  areas 
of  the  ceiling  will  aid  the  accous- 
tical  effects  and  serve  to  shelter  the 
eyes  of  the  spectators  from  the- 
lighting. 

An  orchestra  pit  running  the  full 
width  of  the  proscenium  will  be¬ 
come  a  stepped  forestage  of  con¬ 
siderable  depth  when  not  needed 
for  a  given  production.  The  stage 
itself  will  be  40  feet  deep  at  the 
center  and  74  feet  wide  overall.  All 
curtains  and  settings  will  move 
laterally  on  tracks  and  rolling  ele- 
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Methodist  Minister  New  Rotary  Clut}  Head 


Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Jennings 
was  recently  installed  as  the  37th  president  of  the  Jennings  Rotary  Club 
at  the  Zigler  Hotel,  June  27.  Joe  Barbour,  Lake  Charles,  governor  of  Rotary’s 
District  202,  installed  the  minister  along  with  the  other  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors. 

In  the  above  picture  Rev.  Mr.  Crichlow,  right,  is  shown  receiving  the 
gavel  of  the  Jenning  Rotary  Club  from  District  Governor  Barbour  who  led 
the  installation  program.  At  the  left  is  the  outgoing  president,  J.  B.  &kc- 
Master. 


Five  Ministerial 
Scholarships 
Aivarded  At 
Centenary 

Ministerial  scholarships  have  been 
awarded  to  five  students  who  will 
be  attending  Centenary  College  in 
the  fall,  R.  Leonard  Cooke  has  an¬ 
nounced. 

The  chairman  of  the  Centenary 
scholarship  committee  said  each  of 
the  scholarships  carries  a  valuation 
of  $300  per  school  year  and  is  re¬ 
newable  each  year  during  the  four- 
year  college  period  so  long  as  the 
recipient  maintains  a  high  grade 
average. 

Miss  Ida  Laveda  Williams,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Loyd  E. 
Williams  of  Maplewood,  is  among 
the  winners.  Her  father  is  pastor  of 
the  Maplewood  Methodist  Church. 
Miss  Williams,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Sulphur  High  School,  plans  to  be¬ 
come  a  Methodist  missionary  upon 
graduation  from  Centenary. 

Shreveport  winners  are  Terry  C. 
Willis,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clovis 
Willis,  and  Barbara  Ann  Hilton, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Hil¬ 
ton.  Both  are  graduates  of  Fair  Park 
High  School.  Willis  plans  to  enter 
the  ministry,  and  Miss  Hilton  will 
enter  the  field  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion. 

Jerry  Robert  Buckley  of  Metuch- 
en,  N.  J.*  who  was  stationed  at 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base  near 
Shreveport  and  attended  Centenhry 
last  semester,  also  was  awarded  a 
ministerial  scholarship.  The  fifth 
winner  is  Donna  Helen  Leet,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Clyde  William  Leet  of  Baton 
Rouge,  who  was  graduated  from 
Baton  Rouge  High  School  and  at¬ 
tended  Louisiana  State  University 
last  year. ' 

The  scholarships  are  awarded  each 
year  by  Centenary  to  outstanding 
students  who  plan  to  enter  full-time 
Christian  work  upon  the  completion 
of  their  -educations. 


ments,  respectively,  and  all  lighting 
equipment  will  be  mounted  on,  and 
reached  by,  a  series  of  overhead 
suspepded  catwalks.  The  cyclorama 
will  be  a  partial  plaster  segment. 

The  green  room,  traditional  heart 
of  any  theater,  will  be  furnished 
comfortably  and  will  include  a  cof¬ 
fee  bar.  f 

The  entire  building  has  been 
designed  with  a  separation  of  the 
areas  to  be  used  by  the  visiting 
public  from  those  which  will  be 
used  by  students  in  the  drama  de¬ 
partment  of  the  college.  Separate 
entrances  will  be  provided  at  op¬ 
posite  sides  of  the  building  for  this 
reason. 

Gifford,  who  has  disproven  in 
Shreveport  the  adage  that  “nobody 
wants  to  see  the  classics,”  has 
packed  the  shabby  little  theater 
night  after  night  during  the  run  of 
his  productions.  Now,  with  a  proper 
setting  for  his  presentations,  even 
greater  success  is  anticipated  for 
the  college  drama  department,  the 
Centenary  Playhouse  and  the 
Shreveport  Summer  Theater. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION 
INSTITUTION  SET 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
ness  management,  fund  raising, 
public  relations,  and  other  areas. 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  Scarritt  College, 
Nashville,  in  cooperation  with  other 


POSTPONE  ALASKA 
COLLEGE  DEDICATION 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
college  development  program,  said: 

“The  laymen  upon  whom  we  were 
cpunting  to  participate  in  the  dedi¬ 
cation  are  the  ones  who  were  dele¬ 
gated  to  the  (Methodist)  General 
Conference,  to  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  and  to  their  respective,  an¬ 
nual  conferences.  Consequently,  af¬ 
ter  having  already  given  as  much 
as  four  weeks  to  these  major  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  church,  they  feel 'that 
they  must  give  some  attention  now 
to  their  business  concerns. 

“We  would,  undoubtedly  have 
filled  the  quota  (of  100)  by  issuing 
a  general  invitation.  However,  we 
did  not  feel  that  this  would  accom¬ 
plish  the  purpose  we  had  in  mind. 
Continued  financial  support  for  the 
Alaska  Methodist  College  in  the 
years  to  come  rests  quite  heavily 
upon  the  active  interest  of  great 
laymen  (pirncipally  conference  lay 
leaders)  such  as  we  planned  to  in¬ 
vite  to  participate  in  this  dedication 
program.  We  regret  the  necessity  of 
this  postponement,  but  feel  it  is  the 
wisest  procedure  at  the  moment.” 


Lutheran  Hour  Broadcasts  To  Be 
Heard  Over  1,350  Stations 

San  Antonio,  Tex.  (RNS)  — 
Lutheran  Hour  broadcasts  will  be 
heard  starting  this  fall  over  some 
1,350  stations  in  64  countries  and 
territories  and  in  54  lanuages,  it 
was  reported  here  to  the  39th  in¬ 
ternational  convention  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Laymen’s  League,  which 
sponsors  the  program. 

The  Family  Worship,  a  15-minute 
program  also  sponsored  by  the 
League,  an  affiliate  of  the  Luther¬ 
an  Church-Missouri  Synod,  is  cur¬ 
rently  heard  over  150  stations  in  the 
U!  S.,  Canada,  Hawaii  and  Alaska, 
the  delegates  were  told.  Family 
Worship  scripts  are  used  for  a  spec¬ 
ial  program  in  Cuba. 

The  delegates  endorsed  an  action 
by  the  league’s  district  presidents 
approving  the  erection  of  a  new 
headquarters  building  to  replace 
rented  quarters  in  St.  Louis. 


denominational  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional  agencies.  Sessions  will  be 
held  at  the  Board  of  Education 
building  and  West  End  Methodist 
Church. 


Hoover  Urges  Religious 
Probation  Officers 

San  Francisco  (RNS)  —  Children 
in  danger  of  becoming  juvenile 
delinquents  ought  to  have  a  “re¬ 
ligious  probation  officer,”  former 
President  Herbert  Hoover  said  in 
an  interview  here. 

Pointing  to  weak  home  life  as  a 
source  of  much  delinquency,  he 
said: 

“Religious  organizations  ought  to 
see  what  they  can  do  in  broken 
homes  and  about  disturbed  home 
conditions  wherever  the  conditions 
appear.” 

“A  kind  of  religious  probation  of¬ 
ficer  for  the  family”  should  work 
with  such  homes,  Mr.  Hoover  said. 


General  Board 
Organizational  Dates 

Plans  for  organizational  meetings 
of  the  Methodist  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  which  have  their  headquarters 
in  Chicago  have  been  announced. 

The  boards,  Constituted  by  the 
General  Conference  and  the  sever¬ 
al  Jurisdictional  Conferences  just 
held,  will  meet  to  organize  for  the 
new  quadrennium  1956-60.  They 
will  elect  officers  and  general  sec¬ 
retaries  and  make  plans  for  the 
coming  year’s  work/ 

A  bishop,  appointed  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  will  convene  each 
board  and  preside  until  permanent 
officers  are  chosen. 

The  schedule  of  meetings  follows, 
with  all  groups  meeting  in  Chicago 
except  the  Board  of  World  Peace, 
whose  organization  will  be  effected 
at  sessions  in  New  York: 

July  18  —  Advance  Committee. 
July  19  —  Commission  on  Promo¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation. 

Aug.  18-19  —  Board  of  Lay  Activi¬ 
ties. 

Aug.  25  —  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes. 

Sept.  12-13  —  Board  of  Pensions. 
Sept.  19-20  —  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations. 

Sept.  21  —  Council  on  World  Serv¬ 
ice  and  Finance. 

Sept.  24-26  —  Board  of  World 
Peace  (meeting  in  New  York) 
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A  Pa^e  ?o*  7<e  CHILDREN* 


ANNIE  WINBURNE.  Editor 


THE  l-CAN'T  GIRL 


SHIVERING  in  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  air,  Phyllis  Broome  walked 
halfway  along  the  diving  board 
and  stopped.  “I  can’t,”  she 
moaned  in  a  tight  little  voice. 
“Johnny,  I  simply  can’t.” 

Her  older  brother  threw  up  his 
hands  in  disgust.  “Here  it  is  the  last 
day  of  our  vacation,  and  you  haven’t 
gone  off  the  board  yet.  I  could  dive 
when  I  was  four  years  old.  You’re 
eleven,  and  you  -won’t  even  try.” 

He  ran  out  past  her,  bounced 
twice,  and  went  up  in  a  clean  jack¬ 
knife.  His  dive  split  the  water  with 
scarcely  a  splash.  Phyllis  wished, 
deep  in  her  heart;  that  she  could 
dive  like  that.  It  hurt  when  Johnny 
scolded  her  for  not  trying,  but  it 
hurt  even  more  when  he  laughed  at 
her  clumsiness.  It  was  safer  to  say, 
“I  can’t.” 

Phyllis  had  discovered  that  those 
tw’o  little  words  came  in  handy  at 
other  times,  too — in  school  and  a- 
round  home.  They  saved  her  from 
a  lot  of  unpleasant  chores.  Here  at 
Fern  Lake,  where  the  family  had 
been  camping  for  a  week,  she  had 
wiggled  out  of  most  of  the  camp 
work  by  saying,  “I  can’t.”  Instead 
of  fishing  or  cooking  or  hiking,  she 
had  spent  her  time  making  new 
dresses  for  her  favorite  doll.  Dolls 
were  Phyllis’s  hobby.-  She  had  sev¬ 
enty-eight  at  home,  dolls  of  all  na¬ 
tions. 

This  morning  she  was  greatly  ex¬ 
cited  because  her  father  had  said 
that  on  the  way  home  they  might 
stop  to  see  the  “Dolls  of  Long  Ago” 
exhibit  in  Pike  City.  For  Phyllis, 
that  would  be  the  high  point  of  her 
vacation. 

“Daddy,”  she  called  as  she  and 
Johnny  raced  up  the  path  after  their 
sunrise  dip,  “Daddy  you’d  better  go 
fishing  right  after  breakfast  so  we 
can  leave  camp  early.  You  promised 
to  stop  at  the  doll  exhibit.” 

Daddy  stooped  over  to  put  anoth¬ 
er  birch  stick  on  the  fire  where 
Mother  was  baking  pancakes.  “I 
didn’t  promise,  Phyllis.  I  said  if  we 
had  time.  And  that  depends  on  the 
fish.  Johnny  hasn’t  had  a  bite  all 
week,  and  he’s  entitled  to  one  more 
chance  to  catch  a  big  one.” 

Phyllis  refused  to  go  with  them. 
Breakfast  over,  she  watched  Daddy 
and  Mother  and  Johnny  climb  into 
the  boat  and  row  out  on  the  lake. 
For  a  little  while  she  played  with 
her  doll,  but  her  eyes  kept  darting 
over  to  the  clock  on  the  camp  table. 
Quarter  to  nine,  quarter  past  nine, 
quarter  to  ten  .  .  .  they’d  never  be 
able  to  lpave  in  time  to  see  “Dolls 
of  Long  Ago.”  ■> 

Ten  o’clock!  Even  if  only  a  little 
of  the  packing  was  done,  it  would 
help.  Phyllis  went  into  the  tent  and 
unscrewed  the  valves  on  the  air 
mattresses.  While  they  were  hissing 
themselves  flat,  she  laid  the  family’s 
clothes  in  piles  on  the  table,  then 
filled  her  own  suitcase.  She  put  the 
dishes  and  food  supplies  in  cartons. 
Next  she  rolled  and  strapped  the- 
four  sleeping  bags. 

As  she  worked,  she  began  to  feel 
gay.  “It’s  kind  of  fun,”  she  said  to 
herself  in  surprise.  “I  rolled  up- 
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those  bags  even  more  neatly  than 
Johnny  does.  Now  whaCelse?”  She 
looked  hesitantly  at  the  tent.  It  was 
a  small  one  of  the  umbrella  type. 
She  had  watched  her  father  put  it 
up.  “I  wonder  if  I  could  take  it 
down  .  .  .” 

Soon  she  was  so  husy  untying 
ropes  and  loosening  stakes  that  she 
didn’t  hear  the  boat  grating  on  the 
beach.  She  grabbed  the  center  pole 
and  ran  with  it  out  the  doorway  as 
the  tent  collapsed. 

“Hey,  what’s  going  on  here.” 
Standing  in  the  path,  a  fourteen- 
inch  trout  dangling  from  his  line, 
Johnny  stared  in  amazement.  Don’t 
tell  me  the  I-can’t  girl  did  all  this 
by  herself?” 

“Anybody  could,”  said  Phyllis, 
trying  to  sound  modest. 

“You’re  a  whiz,”  Johnny  whistled 
admiringly,  and  Phyllis  blushed  at 
the  unaccustomed  praise. 

“There’s  one  more  thing  I  want 
to  try  before  we  hitch  up  for  the 
doll  exhibit,”  Phyllis  told  her  broth¬ 
er,  when  the  camp  gear  was  all 
stowed  in  the  car.  “Will  you  come 
down  to  the  lake  and  watch  me  go 
off  the  board?” 

“Why,  noney,  you  can’t  dive,”  ex¬ 
claimed  her  mother  anxiously. 

“Yes,  I  can,”  Phyllis  called  back 
over  her  shoulder.  And  she  did. — 
Presbyterian  Life 


HOW  CREATURES  MOVE 

The  lion  walks  on  padded  paws, 

The  squirrels  leap  from  limb  to 
limb, 

While  flies  can  crawl  straight  up  a 
wall. 

And  seals  can  dive  and  swim. 

The  worm  he  wiggles  all  around, 

The  monkey  swings  by  means  of 
his  tail, 

And  birds  may  hop  upon  the  ground 

Or  spread  their  wings  and  sail. 

But  boys  and  girls  have  much  more 
fun, 

They  leap  and  dance  and  walk  and 
run. 

— Author  Unknown 


A  little  old  lady  in  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin,  startled  the  accounts  re¬ 
ceivable  clerk  at  the  electric  com¬ 
pany’s  office  when  she  asked  to  have 
a  meter  jumper  installed  at  her 
house. 

“A  meter  jumper?  What  do  you 
know  about  meter  jumpers?”  quer- 


AT  NIGHT  v 

When  dark  night  comes  and  I  am  tired, 
And  want  to  go  to  sleep, 

I  kneel  and  say  “Now  I  lay  me 
Pray  Lord  my  soul  to  keep.” 

K 

I  thank  dear  God  for  all  good  things 
That  make  a  happy  day. 

For  food  and  toys,  and  friends  to  love 
And  for  my  Dolly  Mayr 

Bless  Mother  dear,  and  Daddy,  too, 
They  both  are  kind  and  good. 

And  help  me  be  a  better  girl 
And  do  the  things  I  should. 

— Annabel  Wolfe 


THE  BIRDS’  THANK-YOU 
SONG 

I  fed  the  birds  in  winter-time 
When  days  were  cold  and  dreary 
I  made  for  them  a  little  house 
All  cozy,  snug,  and  cheery. 

They  paid  me  back  in  summer-time. 
When  days  grew  bright  and  long 
They  sang  their  little  throats  right 
out 

In  one  glad  thank-you  song. 

— Gertrude  R.  Sullivan,  in 
The  Youth’s  Companion 


ied  the  clerk,  who  knew  well  enough 
what  the  illegal  meter  jumper  was 
—a  device  which  allows  the  electric 
current  to  by-pass  the  meter  box. 

“Well  I  know  they  must  be  a 
wonderful  invention,”  the  woman 
replied  timidly.  “My  neighbor  has 
one  and  he  says  it  cuts  his  electric 
bill  down  to  almost  nothing.” — Wall 
Street  Journal 


ROSALEEN’S  PARTY 

By  Florence  Isaacson 

Brother  Albert  was  writing  out 
the  invitations  for  Rosaleen’s  party, 
Rosaleen  said  that  he  was  a  better 
writer  than  she  was  and  she  wanted 
them  to  be  pretty. 

“Are  you  going  to  invite  that  new 
girl  Agnes  who  lives "  across  the 
street?”  Albert  asked,  as  he  made  a 
list  of  the  names. 

“No,”  Rosaleen  said.  “I  haven’t 
had  a  chance  to  call  on  her  and  she 
does  not  look  as  if  she  meant  to  be 
very  friendly.  D  don’t  believe  she 
would  come  if  I  did  ask  her.  I  had 
better  not  risk  it.” 

“But,”  Albert  said,  “I  think  you 
should  ask  her.  You  will  soon  be 
friends  with  her,  anyway,  and  it 
will  be  a  goofl  chance  for  her  to 
get  acquainted.” 

“Oh,  well,”  said  Rosaleen,  “if  you 
insist  I  suppose  I  shall  have  to, 
but  I  really  don’t  think  it  is  neces¬ 
sary.” 

So  the  invitation  was  sent  and 
Agnes  came  to  the  party.  She  had  a 
good  time  and  got  acquainted  with 
all  the  girls. 

The  next  day  she  came  over  to  see 
Rosaleen. 

“Rosaleen,”  she  said,  “I  would  like 
to  have  the  names  and  addresses  of 
all  the  girls  who  were  at  your  party. 
I  want  to  have  a  birthday  party  and 
I  don’t  know  a  girl  in  the  city  be¬ 
sides  those  at  your  party.  I  was 
getting  so  lonesome  that  I  used  to 
just  cry  sometimes;  but  now  Mother 
says  I  may  have  a  party  and  invite 
all  the  girls  I  met  at  your  party. 
You  can’t  realize  how  awful  it  is  to 
be  a  new  girl  in  the  neighborhood, 
especially  when  you  have  moved 
from  another  city.” 

“Oh,”  said  Rosaleen  to  herself, 
after  Agnes  had  gone,  “I  am  so  glad 
I  invited  her!  I  never  thought  about 
"how  lonely  it  must  be  to  be  a  new 
girl  in  the  neighborhood.  I  hope  I 
never  have  to  move  away  from  all 
my  friends.” — Our  Little  Ones 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Eight  years  working  for  the  firm 
— never  late — never  absent  —  then 
one  morning  he  came  in  an  houi 
and  a  half  late,  his  clothes  torn,  his 
face  and  hands  scratched  and  cut. 

Asked  the  boss,  “Why  are  you 
late?  .. 

“I  leaned  out  the  window  and  fe11 
three  stories!” 

“That  took  you  an  hour  and  a 
half?” 

*  *  * 

The  vacuum-cleaner  salesman 
illustrating  his  sales  talk  by  repea  - 
edly  sprinkling  sand  on  a  piece  o 
carpet  and  removing  the  sand  vei> 

deftly  with  his  vacuum-cleaner. 

“Now,  madam,”  he  wound  uPj 
turning  to  one  woman  in  the  crow 
around  Mm,  “can  I  interest  you 
buying  one  of  our  va^uum-clea’  - 

ers?”  ... 

“No  good  to  us,”  was  the  rep  - ; 
“We  never  sprinkle  sand  on  01 
carpet.” 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  AREA 

LOUISIANA  SCHOOL  OF  MISSIONS  AND  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE,  SHREVEPORT 


THEME:  "O  Come  Let  Us  Adore  Him " 


COURSES: 

Mission  Field:  U.S.A. 

Instructor — Mrs.  Roy  A.  Dillon 

Southeast  Asia: 

Instructor — Miss  Mary  Searcy 

Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches: 

Instructors:  Mrs.  George  Sexton,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron,  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Paxton 

Youth  In  A  Responsible  Society — A  Christian’s  Concern: 

,  Instructor— Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson 


PLATFORM  HOUR: 

Adoration  Through  Music 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 


WORKSHOPS: 

The  Outreach  of  the  Woman’s  Division  Around  the  World 
Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell 

Methods  and  Techniques  for  Program  Presentation 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Whitaker 

CLINICS: 

Vice-President 
Promotion 
Recording  Secretary 
Literature  and  Publication 
Missionary  Education  and  Service 
Christian  Social  Relations 
Spiritual  Life 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild 


REGISTRATION: 

Monday,  August  13,  10:00  a.m. 

Science  Building  Basement 

Fee:  $3.50  —  Room:  $2.00  —  Meals:  $8.00 
Bring  pillow,  sheets,  towels  and  fan 


DEAN:  Mrs.  F.  C.  Haley 


TREASURER:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Saxon 


MISS  MARY  SEARCY 


Miss  Mary  G.  Searcy,  of  302  Col¬ 
lege  Avenue,  Columbia,  Missouri, 
first  went  to  Japan  in  1920,  and  has 
served  there  most  of  the  years  since. 

Since  1947,  Miss  Searcy  has  been 
on  the  faculty  of  the  Keimei  Girls 
School,  a  secondary  institution 
maintained  by  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  in  the  industrial  city 
of  Kobe,  .Japan.  Her  appointment 
has  been  as  a  teacher  on  English, 
but  she  has  also  had  full  charge  of 
the  l’eligious  training  of  the  girls  at 
the  school.  Bible  teaching,  says  Miss 
Searcy,  is  not  on  the  curriculum  of 
the  school,  but  she  has  had  charge 
of  six  voluntary  Bible  classes  each 
Friday,  of  a  Christian  Student  Wor¬ 
ship  Service  each  week,  and  planned 
special  evangelistic  services,  en¬ 
quirers’  classes,  a  religious  emphasis 
week,  summer  camps,  and  other 
church-related  activities. 


Born  in  Mountain  Grove,  Miss-' 
ouri,  Miss  Searcy  was  educated  at 
the  Georgia  State  College  for  Wom¬ 
en,  and  at  Scarritt  College.  She 
taught  school  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  be- 
foi'e  being  commissioned  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


MRS.  GEORGE  SEXTON 

JULY  19,  1956 


MRS.  G.  W.  DAMERON 


.  W.  W.  PAXTON 


MRS.  J.  R.  HENDERSON 


Mrs.  Roy  A.  Dillon  is  a  graduate 
of  University  of  Kansas  and  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Oklahoma,  and  has  done 
graduate  study  at  the  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  Northwestern. 

Mrs.  George  Sexton  is  a  graduate 
of  Virginia  State  Teachers  College 
and  Duke  University,  and  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Jurisdiction 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  is  a  graduate 
of  L.S.U.,  and  did  graduate  study  at 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  and  Scarritt 
College,  has  served  as  a  Jurisdiction 
officer  and  a  member  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions.  * 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton  is  a  graduate 
of  Mansfield  and  Scarritt  Qolleges 
with  graduate  work  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Houston;  she  served  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Cuba  and  among  Latin 
Americans  in  Texas  and  Florida^ 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson  is  one  of 
the  newly  elected  members  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Missions;  at  present  is  president  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference,  has 
served  as  a  jurisdiction  officer. 


Page  Eleven 


Christian  Education 


ARK.  7  NEWS 


Youth  Planbook 
Now  Ready 

•YOUTH  PLANBOOK  for  1956-57 
is  now  available,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  J.  Emerson  Ford, 
Editor  of  Youth  Publications,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education. 

PLANBOOK,  a  65-page  booklet, 
is  a  guide  to  the  study  and  program 
materials  prepared  for  Methodist 
youth  by  the  Board  of  Education.  It 
is  published  annually. 

As  its  name  implies,  PLANBOOK 
shows  youth  and  leaders  of  youth 
how  to  use  the  program  and  lesson 
materials  prepared  for  the  youth 
division  in  the  church  school.  The 
booklet  contains  also  lists  of  sup- 
•  plementary  resources  and  lists  of 
suggested  activities  for  each  group. 
The  lists  of  resources  include  books, 
pamphlets  and  audio-visual  mater¬ 
ials. 

“Materials  described  in  the  book¬ 
let  are  geared  into  the  total  life  of 
The  Methodist  Church,  are  rooted 
in  its  historical  tradition,  and  rep¬ 
resent  as  far  as  possible  Methodist 
thought  today,”  says  the  Rev. 
Harold  W.  Ewing,  Director  of  the 
Youth  Department,  Division  of  the 
Local  Church,  Mr.  Ewing  co-opera¬ 
ted  in  preparation  of  the  guide.  No 
other  curriculum  materials  except 
those  listed  in  it  can  tell  youth  what 
Methodists  believe,  can  inform  them 
of  Methodist  work  in  missions, 
evangelism,  and  other  areas,”  he 
says. 

Methodist  literature  for  youth 
embraces  a  variety  of  publications 
—  monthly  magazines  and  quarter¬ 
lies,  weekly  periodicals  for  home 
reading,  undated  books  and  pam¬ 
phlets.  They  contain  Sunday-school 
lessons,  resources  for  evening  meet¬ 
ings,  and  many  other  kinds  of  guid¬ 
ance  for  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  program:  All  these  mater¬ 
ials  have  been  charted  in  YOUTH 
PLANBOOK  so  that  they  will  be 
used  in  the  best  possible  way1. 

PLANBOOK  is  free.  It  may  be 
ordered  from  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  your  conference  board  of 
education,  from  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House  that  serves  you, 
or  from  the'  Service  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education,  P.  O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 
Quantity  orders,  however,  should  be 
sent  to  The  Methodist  >v  Publishing 
House  serving  your  territory. 


White  House 
Conference  Report 
Summary  Available 

A  new  piece  of  material  on  church 
and  public  school  relations  is  now 
available,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Van  Loon,  director  of 
Church  and  Public  School  Relations 
for  the  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

It  is  a  summary  of  the  report  on 
the  White  House  Conference  held  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  November  28- 
December  1,  1955. 

There  is  no  direct  reference  to  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  summary  statement, 
Mr.  Van  Loon  says  in  a  recent  letter 
to  the  executive  secretaries  of  con¬ 
ference  boards  of  education,  with 
which  he  enclosed  a  copy  of  the 
summary.  The  full-length  report 
also  treats  religion  in  a  cautious  and 
restrictive  way.  Mr.  Van  Loon  points 
out  that  it  does,  however,  take 
cognizanfce  of  local  community  ex¬ 
perimentation  with  the  statement, 
“Efforts  to  work  out  ways  in  which 
school,  family,  church  and  other 
agencies  can  best  work  together  for 
the  fullest  development  of  every 
child  must  be  a  continuous  process 
in  every  community.” 

Copies  of  the  summary  may  be 
had  free-  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Government  Print¬ 
ing  Office,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

The  full  Report  to  the  President 
by  the  White  House  Conference  on 
Education  may  be  obtained  also 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  price  40  cents. 


Norway  Youth 
Critical  Of  Comics 

Methodist  youth  of  Norway  spoke 
out  recently  on  a  problem  that  they, 
as  young  people,  face  in  common 
with  Methodist  and  other  American 
youth  —  obscenity  and  brutality  in 
comic  books  and  elsewhere  in  print. 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
made  its  pronouncement  at  a  spring 
conference  at  Stavager,  a  seaport  on 
Norway’s  southwestern  coast.  The 
meeting  was  in  observance  of  the 
one-hundreth  anniversary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Norway.  The 
youth  set  several  goals,  including 
the  founding  of  the  first  Methodist 

youth  center.  . 

In  their  resolution  on  lmmorali- 
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'  •  •  PROMOTION  . CULTIVATION 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Announces  Pastors’  School  Program 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

The  Arkansas  Pastors’  School  is  to  be  held  on  the  Hendrix  College 
campus  September  3-7.  We  have  been  able  again  to  secure  a  splendid 
faculty  for  the  Pastors’  School  program.  The  variety  of  courses  should  make 
the  Pastors’  School  interesting  for  any  minister  in  Arkansas. 

The  following  courses  are  to  be  offered  in  the  school: 

Dr.  Dudley  Ward  of  Chicago,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations,  is  to  offer  the  course  on  Church  and  Society. 

Bishop  Donald  H.  Tippett  of  California  is  to  .offer  the  course  on  The 
Minister  as  a  Pastor. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen  of  Grace  Church,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  to  offer 
the  course  on  The  Pastor  as  an  Evangelist. 

Rev.  Walter  Vernon,  Jr.,  Administrative  Secretary  of  the  Editorial 
division,  General  Board  of  Education,  is  to  offer  the  course  on  Our  Liter- 

_ _ _  ature  and  Its  Uses.  This  course  is 

being  used  on  a  Coaching  Confer¬ 
ence  basis  for  persons  who  would 
like  to  be  certified  for  the  course. 

Dr.  O.  Floyd  Feely,  Jr.,  Emory 
University,  is  to  offer  the  course  on 
Family  Counseling. 

Dr.  Lindsey  B.  Pherigo  of  Scarritt 
College  is  to  offer  the  course  on 
Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches. 
This  is  the  course  that  is  being  used 
as  a  Bible  course  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Bishop  Tippett  is  to  preach  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  night,  and 
Dr.  Allen  will  preach  on  Thursday 
night.  Other  members  of  the  facul¬ 
ty  will  speak  at  the  morning  plat¬ 
form  hours. 

We  believe  this  will  prove  to  be 
equal  to  any  former  Pastors’  School 


ty  in  publications,  the  M.Y.F.  said: 
“Norwegian  Methodist  youth  will 
support  all  good  work  done  to  fight 
the  moral  and  mental  poison  which 
is  put  into  the  hands  Of  children 
and  youth  in  the  many  papers  and 
comics  with  pornographic  and  crime 
contents.  It  is  our  belief  that  this 
can  best  be  <|one  by  creating  a 
strong  opinion  against  them 
amongst  youth  and  parents  through 
out  the  country. 

“We  appeal  to  all  good  powers  to 
cooperate  for  positive  projects  and 
to  give  children  and  youth  greater 
opportunities  for  healthy  and  crea- 
ive  recreation,  so  that  these  maga¬ 
zines  and  comics  will  lose  their 
market  and  their  undesirable  re¬ 
sults  be  stopped.” 

Taking  a  look  at  themselves  and 
their  organization,  the  M.Y.F.’ers 
declared  that  “large  parts  of  our 
youth  and  children’s  work  stagnate 
for  lack  of  leaders.” 

“We  appeal  to  all  ministers,  of¬ 
ficial  boards,  church  school  teachers 
and  M.Y.F.’s”  the  conference  said  in 
a  vresolution,  “to  train  youth  to 
leadership  in  every  phase  of  church 
life.  We  underline  the  fact  that 
without  a  continuous  recruitment 
of  youth  who  are  willing  to  give 
themselves  and  their  time  and 
money  and  who  are  given  as  good  a 
training  as  possible,  our  youth  work 
will  suffer  greatly.” 


DR.  JOHN  H.  HICKS 

In  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Bible  Conference 

Dr.  John  H.  Hicks  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University,  Dallas,  Texas,  was 
in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
for  four  Bible  Conferences  in  May 
and  June.  He  is  to  return  for  five 
weeks  of  Bible  Conferences  July  29- 
August  31. 

A  number  of  these  centers  have 
already  been  worked  out,  and  we 
hope  to  announce  the  entire  sched¬ 
ule  at  an  early  date. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  churches  with¬ 
in  reach  of  these  centers  will  take 
advantage  of  the  special  opportunity 
which  such  a  Bible  Conference 
gives. 


Coaching  Conferences 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference  is 
planning  for  a  series  of  three  Coach- 
^  ing  Conferences  on  the  course, 
“Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches”. 

The  Coaching  Conferences  are  to 
be  held  as  follows: 

Jonesboro,  August  27 
Searcy,  August  28 
Fort  Smith,  August  39 
More  than  fifty  persons  have  al¬ 
ready  enrolled  for  these  Coaching 
Conferences.  Text  materials  have 
been  secured  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  these  workers  for  their 
pre-Coaching  Conference  prepara¬ 
tion. 

This  Bible  course  is  the  course  for 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  during  the  coming  year. 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Bingham  is  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  the  school  is  in  session 
from  10  a.m.  until  2:30  p.m. 

Rev.  L.  M.  Sawyer,  pastor,  is  con¬ 
ducting  worship  services  each  morn¬ 
ing. 

The  projects  for  the  school  are 
the  construction  of  a  book  case,  and 
also  a  bulletin  board  for  the  church. 
— Reporter 

Portland 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Portland  Methodist 
Church,  June  11-15.  The  average  at¬ 
tendance  was  53  children  and  15 
teachers. 

Closing  exercises  were  held  in  the 
church  Friday  evening,  June  15  at 
7  p.m.  This  was  reported  as  the 
largest  vacation  church  school  ever 
held  in  the  church,  and  some  plans 
wbre  made  for  the  school  for  next 


Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley  has  recently 
been  certified  for  the  course  on 
Youth  in  a  Responsible  Society— A 
Christian’s  Concern. 

Rev.  E.  J.  Holifield  has  recently 
been  certified  for  the  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  series  courses  on  The  Life  o 
Jesus.  _ 

year.  "  . 

Mrs.  James  Gay  was  director  ° 
the  school.  —  Reporter 

Minden 

Vacation  Church  School  for 
Junior  Department  boy£  and  g> 
was  held  in  the  First  Method15 
Church,  Minden,  July  9-13.  Tex 
the  school  will  be  “Learning 
Know  the  Old  Testament”.  t 

Miss  Peggy  Donaldson  will  di 
the  school  with  the  assistanc 
teachers  and  parents  in  the  u 
department.  .  ,  e3r 

Primary  children  in  the  thir  y  ^ 
class  were  included  in  the  sc 
since  they  will  be  in  the  dePar,  ,rCh 
at  the  beginning  of  the  new  c 
school  year.  —  Reporter 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^1 


- 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
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1956 


Childrens  Workers  Conference 


A  Joint  Project  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Education  and 

Conference  Women’s  Society 


Time:  August  6, 7, 8 


Place:  Camp  Brewer 


Theme:  Forward  With  Children 


AREAS  OF  STUDY 

When  Children  Worship  ' 

Music  In  Religious  Growth  of  Children 
Creative  Activities 

Bring: 

#  Sheets,  pillow;  towels,  bathing  suit,  BIBLE,  CURRENT 
’  LITERATURE,  and  anything  you  would  like  to  share 
with  others. 

•  .  ’  ‘  ■  r  \ 

Cost: 

Adults  .  $8.50 

Children 

Age  9  and  over  .  .8.50 

Age  8  and  under  .  5.00 

Display: 

There  will  be  books  to  see  and  buy,  leaflets  to  read 
and  to  take  home.  New  Missionary  Units  will  be 
available.  Also  things  that  have  been  made  and 
brought  to  share. 

•  ' 

Who  Should  Attend: 

NEW  TEACHERS  AND  OLD  TEACHERS  (In  point 
of  service)  MEN  TEACHERS  AND  WOMEN 
TEACHERS,  SECRETARIES  OF  CHILDREN’S 
WORK,  ALL  WHO  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 


In  registering,  give  the  following  information: 

Name — Address — Church — District — Age  Group  you 
work  with  in  local  church — Study  Group  you  would 
like  to  have 


ADULT  LEADERS 

Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  Pollock 

Conference  Director  of  Children's  Work 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Richardson,  Alexandria 

Conference  Secretary  of  Children's  Work,  Woman's  Society 

Miss  Rosemary  K.  Roorbach,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Editorial  Staff,  Board  of  Education 


Associate  editor;  special  responsi¬ 
bility  for  editing  CHILD  GUID¬ 
ANCE;  reads  and  etlits  kinder¬ 
garten  materials  for  all  book 
publications  of  department;  su¬ 
pervising  editor  for  weekday  and 

I 

vacation  church-school  texts  for 
Co-operative  Publication  Associa¬ 
tion. 


Miss  Rosemary  H.  Roorbach 


REGISTER  EARLY  —  Send  Registration  to: 

Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay 
P.  0.  Box  4196 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


With  The  Sub-Districts 


Arkansas  Valley 

ThexArkansas  Valley  Sub-District 
met  July  9  at  the  Mulberry  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  31  present. 

The  meeting  opened  with  a  devo¬ 
tional,  after  which  plans  for  a  Youth 
Activities  Week,  and  the  various 
summer  Camps  were  discussed. 

The  newly  elected  president,  pre¬ 
sided.  After  the  meeting  the  group 
played  games  and  were  served- re¬ 
freshments. 


!  Grace  Curtiss 

The  Grace  Curtiss  Sub-District 
met  Monday,  July  8,  at  the  Five 
Oaks  Methodist  Church  with  ap¬ 
proximately  175  members-present. 

The  devotional  was  given  by 
Charles  Rasberry.  Bill  Walden  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  meeting  in 
the  absence  of  the  president. 

Plans  for  the  August  meeting  to 
be  held  at  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Walnut  Ridge  included  a  softball 
game  between  the  boys  of  the  two 
Sub-Districts  at  5:00  o’clock  and  a 
picnic  supper  at  6:30  p.m. 

Games  were  enjoyed  by  the  group 
and  refreshments  were  served  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting. 


Austin 

The  Austin  Sub-District  met  Wec£ 
nesday  night,  June  20,  at  the  Beth¬ 
lehem  Methodist  Church. 

The  program  was  opened  with  a 
song  service,  followed  by  a  devo- 


METHODIST  YOUTH  NEWS 
Minden 

The  Senior  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Minden  held  their  monthly 
council  meeting  in  the  home  of 
Hathia  and  Cecile  Searles,  Thurs¬ 
day,  June  28.  Plans  for  the  series 
of  programs  for  July  were  made. 

Four  senior  MYF-ers  are  planning 
to  attend  the  State  Workshop  July 
23-28,  at  the  Methodist  Camp  at 
Caney  Lake. 


Alix 

A  newly  organized  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  met  at  the  Alix 
Methodist  Church,  June  26,  with 
thirty  young  people  in  attendance. 

A  candlelight  devotional  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Lester 
N.  Nance. 

Newly  elected  officers  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  President,  Jerry  Primm;  vice- 
president,  Phylis  Generette;  secre¬ 
tary,  Melba  Massingale;  treasurer, 
Betty  Generette;  and  reporter,  Alice 
Galloway. 

Each  Thursday  night  was  selected 
as  a  time  for  the  MYF  meetings. 


Huntington  Avenue 

The  Jonesboro,  Huntington  Ave¬ 
nue  MYF  held  their  annual  plan¬ 
ning  Retreat  July  6  and  7,  at  Way- 
land  Springs  Church  Camp. 

Plans  were  completed  for  one 
year  in  advance  including  a  detailed 
calendar  of  summer  activities.  There 
were  27  youth  and  7  counselors,  and 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Ben  Jordan  present 
for  this  retreat. 

Helen  Hubert  was  youth  director, 
and  Larry  Barrow,  president  of  the 
MYF  Council  was  assistant  director. 

Blytheville 

The  young  people  of  First  Meth- 


tional  given  by  Oleda  Wildmon. 

The  program  was  followed  by 
recreation  led  by  Jo  Ann  Kinley. 
Refreshments  were  served  to  the 
group. 


Delta 

The  Delta  Sub-District  had  a  spe¬ 
cial  meeting  Monday  night,  June 
25,  at  the  Methodist  Youth  Camp  at 
Bear  Creek  Lake.  The  program, 
which  was  a  campfire  service  held 
on  Inspiration  Point,  was  presented 
by  the  members  of  the  Senior  Camp. 

Entertainment  consisted  of  a  song 
fest  led  by  David  Teague  and  folk 
games  led  by  Louise  Carvell. 

Jack  Hicks,  president,  presided 
over  the  business  meeting.  The 
treasurer’s  report  showed  thirty  dol¬ 
lars  balance  which  was  to  pay  for 
delegates  to  the  Youth  Assembly. 
Eight  churches  were  represented 
and  seventy-one  members  were 
present. 


Hope-Galloway 

The  Hope-Galloway  Sub-District 
met  June  25  in  the  Wakefield  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  an  attendance  of 
66. 

The  theme  of  the  program  was  the 
MYF  fund.  A  filmstrip  “Giving  Un¬ 
limited”  was  shown,  and  each 
church  was  given  pamphlets  con¬ 
cerning  the  MYF  fund. 

A  report  of  conference  camps  was 
given  by  Vivian  Light. 


odist  Church,  Blytheville,  have 
elected  the  following  officers:  Sen¬ 
iors:  President,  Glenn  Ladd,  Jr.; 
vice-president,  Bobby  Jayroe;  sec¬ 
retary,  Beth  Johnson;  treasurer, 
David  Warren.  Commission  Chair¬ 
men  are:  Christian  Faith,  Kay 
Henderson;  Christian  Outreach,  Gail 
Brogdon;  Christian  Witness,  Brenda 
Holland;  Christian  Fellowship,  Gail 
Crawford;  MYFund  Treasurer,  Toby 
Ann  Long. 

Intermediates:  President,  Ervan 
Wimberly;  first  vice-president,  Jesse 
Taylor;  second  vice-president,  Judy 
Smotherman;  secretary,  Dianne 
Still;  treasurer,  Linda  Lou  Trie'sch- 
mann;  MYFund  Treasurer,  Ginny 
Ratliff. 

Juniors:  President,  Marietta 
Graves;  vice-president,  Joy  Smoth¬ 


erman;  secretary,  Virginia  Ann 
Heath;  Song  Leaders,  Dick  Wyatt 
and  George  Hale,  Jr. 

Glenn  Ladd,  Jr.,  Brenda  Holland 
and  Gail  Crawford  from  the  Senior 
Department'  attended  the  Egyptian 
Music  Camp  in  DuQuoin,  Illinois 
from  June  17  to  July  4.  They  learn¬ 
ed  and  presented  the  operetta  “Ok¬ 
lahoma”.  Glen  played  the  role  of 
Ike  Skidmore  and  also  understudy 
to  the  lead.  Rose  Childress  and  Car¬ 
olyn  Clement  attended  Senior  Camp 
at  Wayland  Springs,  at  which  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Harold  Eggensperger, 
taught  the  class  “Stewardship  in 
Life”  and  also  directed  the  handi¬ 
craft.  Mrs.  Fred  Steadman  attended 
the  camp  and  served  as  counselor. 

Christian  Adventure  Week  for  the 
Intermediates  was  held  July  15-17. 
The  courses  “Ways  We  Worship” 
and  “Using  My  Bible”  were  offered 
and  also  an  arts  and  crafts  class. 
Fellowship  suppers,  recreation,  and 
worship  services  made  the  evenings 
complete. 

Recently  the  Intermediate  Super¬ 
intendent,  Alfred  Williams,  present- 
64  attendance  pins  to  the  following: 
Joe  Lee  Burns  for  two  years  perfect 
attendance  at  Sunday  School  and 
church;  Judy  Smotherman,  Ethel 
Jean  Wyatt,  Nancy  Cupples  and 
Sarah  Hardy  for  one  year  perfect 
attendance;  and  Bryon  Moore  and 
Ervan  Wimberly  for  six  months  per¬ 
fect  attendance.  Awards  were  made 
on  the  basis  of  each  three  month 
period,  with  the  special  pin  to  be 
presented  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
those  who  have  100%  attendance. 

The  Juniors  have  had  fun  wear¬ 
ing  different  costumes  to  their  ac¬ 
tivity  nights.  One  night  they  came 
dressed  as  clowns  for  a  circus  party 
and  another  night  as  cowboys  and 
Indians  for  a  rodeo  party.  They  al¬ 
so  enjoyed  a  roller  skating  party 
and  picnic  as  one  of  their  planned 
activities. 


Marysville-Fredonia 

The  MYF  of  the  Marysville-Ffe- 
donia  Charge  sponsored  a  welcome 
back  party  in  honor  of  the  pastor 
and  his  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Lawrence. 

The  party  was  held  at  the  Marys¬ 
ville  Methodist  Church  on  Tuesday 
night,  June  19. 

Refreshments  were  served  to  a 
large  number  attending. 


Rondo 

The  Junior  Class  of  the  Rondo 
Methodist  Church  elected  new  class 
officers,  Sunday,  July  8.  They  are 
as  follows:  President,  Linda  Green; 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

ON  BEING  EXTRAVAGANT 

There  isn’t  a  young  person  in 
throwing  distance  of  these  words 
who  hasn’t  heard  someone  speak  of 
him  as  extravagant.  Many  times  the 
words  are  used  to  describe  a  par¬ 
ental  impatience  with  the  way  -we 
spend  our  money.  And  there  are 
those  in  any  younger  generation 
who  are  guilty  of  tossing  away  the 
filthy  lucre  with  little  apparent  re¬ 
spect  for  the  difficulties  involved  in 
securing  it.  All  of  us  need  a  little 
reminder  now  and  then  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  -  thrift.  But  that  isn’t 
what  we  are  talking  about  here! 

In  at  least  one  -  area  of  life  we 
must  be  extravagant  if  we  are  to 
live  up  to  its  demands.  As  I  see  it, 
Christianity  demands  of  us  an  ex¬ 
travagance  that  is  willing  to  be 
“profuse  in  expenditure”  and  go 
“beyond  the  established  limits.” 
Thus,  the  Christian,  to  be  religious 
in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  must  be  ex¬ 
travagant  in  his  spiritual  living. 
Jesus  calls  us  to  this  kind  of  re¬ 
ligious  exhorbitance  in  dealing  with 
the  problem  areas  of  life. 

If  you  don’t  believe  this,  go  back 
and  read  again  the  portion  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  recorded  in 
Matthew  5.  Throughout  that  chap¬ 
ter  there  is  a  refrain  which  Jesus 
uses  to  introduce  the  ideas  he  is 
presenting.  He  says,  “You  have 
heard  that  it  was  said  to  men  of 
old — But  I  say  to.  you.”  There  it  is 
in  bold  type!  The  old  order  was 
-good  as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  was  not 
exhorbitant  enough  in  its  demands. 
The  Old  Testament  said  you  should 
do  no  murder,  thus  robbing  another 
person  of  his  life.  Jesus  came  along 
and  said  even  if  you  don’t  actually 
kill  him,  there  are  other  ways  of 
hostilities.  Then  you  have  name¬ 
calling,  character  assassination,  and 
general  ill-feelings  on  the  part  of 
all  concerned.  It  isn’t  enough  to  let 
(Continued,  on  page  15) 


vice-president,  Junior  Allen;  secre¬ 
tary,  Vernon  Jackson;  treasurer, 
Jimmy  Gross;  recording  secretary, 
Janie  Wolf;  song  leader,  DeAnna 
Jeffirs;  assistant  recording  secre¬ 
tary,  Henry  Wornock;  recreation 
chairman,  Kimmy  Wolf;  program 
chairman,  Richard  Chandler;  fi¬ 
nance  chairman,  Linda  Nottingham. 
Mrs.  Henry  McClemens  is  teacher 
for  the  class. 


Little  Rock's  ONLY  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 


You’ll  LIKE 
Sterling’s  Goods 
and  Service! 


Department  t  Store 1 

*  CAPITOL  AVENUE  AT  CENTER  * 


LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 
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Methodism  Expands 
Its  Television 
Ministry 

The  General  Conference  adopted 
the  Methodist  Television  Ministry  as 
a  part  of  the  ongoing  work  of  the 
Church. 

This  evangelistic  outreach  into 
millions  of  homes  is  to  be  supported 
by  every  local  church  as  a  World 
Service  Special. 

Church  leaders  hope  that  Metho¬ 
dists  will  contribute  a  minimum  of 
a  million  dollars  a  year  to  help  ful¬ 
fill  this  significant  ministry. 

The  General  Conference  specified 
that  there  should  be  no  apportion¬ 
ments.  Every  church  is  to  adopt  a 
plan  for  regular  support  of  the 
project. 

“When  the  more  than  nine  million 
Methodists  in  the  United  States 
have  a  chance  to  respond,  I  believe 
they  will  provide  at  least  a  million 
dollars  k  'year  for  television,”  said 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich, 
Jr.,  Dallas,  Texas. 

He  is  chairman  of  the  television 
production  committee  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Commission,  which  has  its  studios 
in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Goodrich  said  the  million- 
dollar  goal  is  more"  than  three  times 
as  much  as  Methodists  were  asked 
to  give'  annually  to  the  church’s 
television  projects  in  a  special  fund 
appeal  during  the  last  two  years. 

A  Methodist  series,  “The  Way”  is 
currently  appearing  on  more  than 
120  television  stations.  The  30-min¬ 
ute  dramas,  stressing  religion  in 
every  day  life,  are  released  through 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
An  earlier  series,  “The  Pastor,”  is 
still  appearing  on  numerous  stations. 

The  conference’s  permission  for 
the  fund  drive  was  given  in  response 
to  a  recommendation  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Council  on  World  Service  and 
Finance. 


THE  YOUTHFUL  ACCENT 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
the  fellow  live  by  refusing  to  kill 
him!  You  must  help  him  live.  And 
that’s  spiritual  extravagance  for  the 
Christian. 

The  Old  Testament  had  laws  con¬ 
cerning  sex  that  prohibited  adultery, 
but  Jesus  went  on  to  point  out  a 
higher  demand  for  sex  purity.  He 
apparently  believed  titfkt  sex  is  the 
gift  of  God  and  mankind  is  to  re¬ 
gard  it  as  a  beautiful  and-meariing- 
ful  part  of  his  physical  and  spiritual 
endowment.  It  is  not  to  be  treated 
casually  or  used  to  gratify  selfish 
desires  at  the  expense  of  another 
person.  In  the  Christian  attitude 
promiscuous  sex  relations  can  never 
be  indulged  in  without  doing  vio¬ 
lence  to  both  personalities  involved. 
Yet  there  are  youth  who  regard  sex 
purity  as  being  only  for  the  birds,  _ 
and  certainly  out-moded  for  the  up- 
to-datg^sophisticate!  My  word  to 
youth  is  simply  that  your  family  life 
fen,  twenty,  thirty  years  from  now 
can  have  its  fullest  joy  and  signifi¬ 
cance  only  if  now  you  heed  the 
words  of  the  Master  and  accept  the 
extravagance  of  his  demand  for  pur¬ 
ity  as  a  means  of  maintaining  the 
proper  respect  for  God-given  per¬ 
sonality.  •  y 

Here’s  to  spiritual  extravagance  of 
the  Christian  variety  among  all  of 
us! 


"The  Way"  Television  Series 

Station  Placement 


METHODIST  WOMEN  URGE 
McCARRAN  ACT 
REVISION 


Stations  scheduling  “The  Way”  as  of  June  30: 


Arkansas: 


Start 

Day 

Time 

Ft.  Smith 

KFSA-TV 

ch. 

22 

May 

5 

Friday 

6:30  P.M. 

Pine  Bluff 

KATV 

ch. 

7 

Mar. 

31 

Saturday 

5:00  P.M. 

Louisiana: 

Alexandria 

KALB-TV 

ch. 

5 

Mar. 

18 

Sunday 

2:00  P.M. 

Lafayette 

KLFY-TV 

ch. 

10 

May 

1 

Tuesday 

1:30  P.M. 

Monroe 

KNOE-TV 

ch. 

8 

July 

8 

Sunday 

5:30  P.M. 

New  Orleans 

WJMR-TV 

ch. 

20 

Apr. 

15 

Friday 

8:45  A.M. 

Shreveport 

KSLA-TV 

ch. 

12 

Apr. 

8 

Sunday 

1:00  P.M. 

Continued  Action  by  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  "Service  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  has 
called  upon  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  revise  the  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Nationality  Act  of  1952 
(the  McCarran- Walter  Act)  so  as 
to  remove  all  discriminatory  provi¬ 
sions  based  on  race,  national  origin, 
religion,  or  sex,  and  to  place  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  contributions  imigrants 


To  Publish  Paper 
Cover  Religious  Books 

For  more  than  a  year,  Roman 
Catholic  readers  in  the  United  States 
have  been  fortunate  to  have  a  paper 
cover  book  series  designed  exclus¬ 
ively  for  their  benefit.  Until  now, 
the  Protestant  community  has  had 
no  comparable  series. 

Living  Age  Books  have  been  plan¬ 
ned  ■  by  the  publisher,  Meridian 
Books,  to  meet  this  need.  In  re¬ 
sponding  to  this  need,  the  publisher 
is  seeking  to  enhance  and  encourage 
in  this  country  the  notable  interest 
for  Protestant  thought  and  expres¬ 
sion. 

For  many  years,  Protestant 
churchmen  and  educators  have  been 
calling  for  a  popular  series  of  in¬ 
expensive  books  edited  to  appeal 
to  the  rising  interest  of  lay  people 
in  the  history  of  the  Protestant  tra¬ 
dition,  contemporary  developments 
in  religious  art  and  literature,  lit¬ 
urgy,  and  the  study  of  the  Bible. 

It  is  not  therefore  unusual  in  it¬ 
self  that  a  trade  publisher,  such  as 
Meridian  Books,  in  cooperation  with 
leading  representatives  of  American 
Protestantism,  should  undertake  the 
presentation  of  such  a  series.  Meri¬ 
dian  Books  is  already  well-known 
as  the  publisher  in  paper  covers  of 
works  by  William  James,  G.  G.  N 
Coulton,  Evelyn  Underhill,  Denis 
de  Rougemont,  Martin  Buber,  and 
many  other  esteemed  religious 
thinkers  of  our  times. 

The  first  six  volumes  in  the  Liv¬ 
ing  Age  Books  series  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  this  year  on  August  27,  de¬ 
layed  from  May  because  of  produc¬ 
tion  and  trade  requirements.  The 
first  titles  are: 

Primitive  Christianity  in  its  Con¬ 
temporary  Setting  by  Rudolf  Bult- 
mann.  This  is  a  Living  Age  original, 
to  be  published  -for  the  first  time  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Mind  of  the  Maker  by  Doro¬ 
thy  L.  Sayers. 

The  Religious  Situation  by  Paul 
Tillich. 

Christian  Mysticism  by  W.  R. 
Inge. 

The  Descent  of  the  Dove  by 
Charles  Williams;  with  an  introduc¬ 
tion  by  W.  H.  Auden. 

An  Interpretation  of  Christian 
Ethics  by  Reinhold  Niebuhr. 

Every  Living  Age  cover  will  be 
tastefully  and  attractively  designed 
by  leading  book  jacket  artists.  The 
books  will  be  bound  for  durability 
by  being  Smyth-sewn,  instead  of  by 
using  the  “usual  method  of  glued 
bindings  only  employed  in  •  most 
paper  cover  books.  The  first  six 
titles  will  all  retail  at  the  standard 
pricq  of  only  $1.25. 

Interest  among  Protestant  church 
groups  of  all  denominations  is  al¬ 
ready  considerable  and  mounting. 
Many  Protestant  church  leaders, 
laymen,  editors,  and  commentators 
have  expressed  their  enthusiasm  for 
the  idea  and  scope  of  Living  Age 
Books.  More  than  700  booksellers 


have  matched  this  enthusiasm  with 
advance  orders. 

The  future  plans  of  Living  Age 
Books  are  already  being  defined. 
From  twelve  to  sixteen  titles  are 
planned  for  publication  during  1957, 
with  the  first  six  releases  scheduled 
for  early  January.  Future  series  will 
include  works  by  Kierkegaard,  But¬ 
terfield,  C.  S.  Lewis,  Millar  Bur¬ 
rows,  Reinhold  Niebuhr,  and  many 
others.  A  projected  three-volume 
series  titled  “The  Writings  of  the 
Reformers,”  edited  by  Wilhelm 
Pauck,  will  also  commence  in  1957. 


will  continue  to  make  to  our  nation. 

The  McCarran-Walter  Act,  which 
may  be  reviewed  in  Congress  this 
year,  is  a  codification  and  consoli¬ 
dation  of  former  immigration  and 
naturalization  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  Act  could  have  been 
made  a  powerful  demonstration  of 
our  democratic  principles,  its  critics 
say;  actually  it  not  only  retains  most 
of  the  discriminatory  provisions  in 
former  laws  but  also  adds  a  number 
of  new  provisions  pointing  in  that 
direction. 


Text  of  Communique  Issued  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake 
(President  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches) 

With  Agreement  of  the  Deputation  From 
The  U.S.S.R.,  At  Conclusion  of  Conversations 

New  York,  N.Y.,  June  13,  1956 

A  proposal  for  our  exchange  of  visits  was  a  rather  simple  one, 
namely  that  churchmen  from  some  of  the  member  churches  of  the 
National  Council  shouTd  visit  church  leaders  in  the  Soviet  Union  in 
order  to  express  good  will,  to  increase  understanding,  and  in  so  far 
as  possible  come  to  agreement  on  matters  of  common  concern.  A  re¬ 
turn  visit  was  arranged. 

This  exchange  was  conceived  from  the  beginning  as  a  church  affair. 
Although  we  hope  that  what  we  did  would  contribute  to  the  lessening 
of  tensions  between  our  nations  and  thus  further  the  cause  of  peace, 
which  is  the  desire  of  the  over-whelming  majority  of  mankind,  never¬ 
theless  our  chief  purpose  has  been  and  is  to  establish  the  kind  of  nor¬ 
mal  relationship  which  we  believe  ought  never  for  any  reason  to  be 
broken  between  churches  which  profess  obedience  to  the  same  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

Our  second  period  of  fellowship  has  been  as  encouraging  as  the 
first.  We  believe  that  as  we  have  prayed,  and  talked  and  traveled 
together  we  have  been  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Our  method  has  been  to  place  each  other  in  situations  revealing 
various  aspects  of  our  religious  life  and  to  explain  those  situations  in 
formal  discussions  and  personal  conversations.  These  experiences  have 
helped  us  to  realize  that  we  have  indeed  one  Lord  and  seek,  each  in  his 
own  way,  to  make  His  judgement  and  mercy  known  and  to  bring  the 
peoples  to  a  recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of  His  love. 

We  have  made  progress  toward  understanding  each  other  through 
our  associations  and  conversations.  There  continue  to  be  deep  seated 
and  very  important  disagreements  among  us;  but  where  we  have  not 
reached  agreement  we  are  resolved  to  strive  to  achieve  better  under¬ 
standing  and  through  better  understanding  to  comprehend  more  of 
the  truth. 

Knowledge  of  the  truth  will  help  free  us  from  the  sin  of  enmity, 
to  serve  one  another,  and  to  create  just  peace  between  men  and  na¬ 
tions.  Faith,  freedom,  and  justice,  are  the  most  essential  prerequisites 
for  durable  peace.  Such  peace  is  possible  only  when  individuals  and 
nations  recognize  each  other’s  human  worth  without  trespassing  on 
mutual  freedom,  and  when  they  are  in  possession  of  rights  and  lib¬ 
erties  conforming  to  the  Christian  conception  of  human  dignity.  To 
uphold  the  dignity  of  the  human  being  and  to  safe  guard  that  dignity 
it  is  especially  necessary  for  the  churches  to  achieve  mutual  under^ 
standing  within  the  Christian  community. 

This  two-way  visit  was  always  conceived  to  be  only  the  first  step 
towards  establishing  warm  and  well  informed  relationships  between 
our  churches.  Therefore,  its  completion  is  but  a  beginning  of  relation¬ 
ships  which  we  hope  will  become  regular,  permanent,  and  increasingly 
intimate. 

We  have  discussed  plans  for  the  continuing  exchange  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  views  among  expanding  circles  of  people  in  the  churches 
of  both  countries.  We  have  much  to  learn  of  each  other.  Skill,  per¬ 
sistence,  and  the  most  earnest  and  extended  study  will  be  required 
before  the  broad  membership  of  our  churches  can  look  to  each  other 
in  real  knowledge,  love  and  confidence. 

In  the  first  centuries,  when  relationships  between  peoples  were 
as  confused  as  they  are  today,  it  was  said  that  the  Christians  held 
the  world  together.  God  grant  that  we  may  play  that  role! 

- T— - - - — - — - 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson  § 
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Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
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LESSON  FOR  JULY  29,  1956 

SUFFERING  AS  CHRISTIANS 

READ  CHAPTERS  1  and  5  of  1  Peter. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Cast  all  your  anxieties  on 
Him ,  for  He  cares  about  you.  (1  Peter  5:17). 


Last  week  we  completed  the  study 
of  the  series  of  four  lessons  in  Unit 
VI  under  the  general  subject, 
“Foundations  of  Faith.”  It  is  quite 
appropriate,  we  think,  to  follow  that 
study  with  the  series  of  seven  les¬ 
sons  of  Unit  VII,  under  the  general 
subject,  “Living  Our  Faith.” 

It  is  essential,  of  course,  to  have 
a  strong  foundation  on  which  to 
stand  religiously.  Nevertheless,  the 
Christian  way  of  life  is  much  more 
than  a  well  formulated,  well- 
grounded  belief  about  basic  Chris¬ 
tian  truths.  Christianity  is  a  life  to 
be  lived;  a  course  of  action  to  be 
followed.  In  the  seven  lessons  of 
this  unit  on  Living  Our  Faith,  we 
should  discover  additional  ways  of 
giving  expression,  in  terms  of  daily 
living,  to  those  things  which  we  be¬ 
lieve.  As  a  result  of  this  study,  we 
should  have  a  better  understanding 
of  ways  to  translate  faith  into  con-* 
duct;  we  should  be  better  able  to 
convert  the  ideas  and  ideals  of 
Ghristian  teaching  into  practical, 
common-sense  every-day  living. 

Suffering  As  Christians 

The  first  lesson  in  this  new  series 
of  seven  lessons  has  as  a  subject, 
“Suffering  As  Christians.”  While 
suffering  may  not  appear  to  be  such 
an  important  matter  in  the  thinking 
of  many  who  study  this  lesson,  we 
should  never  forget  that  suffering 
was  a  living  reality,  an  ever  present 
actuality  for  the  Christians  to  whom 
Peter  was  writing.  At  a  time  when 
“inhumanity  of  man  to  man”  was  a 
custom  rather  than  an  exception, 
the  enemies  of  Christianity  employ¬ 
ed  every  known  method  of  physical 
and  mental  torture  in  persecution 
of  early  Christians  in  an  effort  to 
destroy  the  Christian  church.  The 
churches  of  Asia  Minor,  to  which 
this  letter  of  Peter  was  addressed 
were  feeling  the  full  force  of  that 
persecution. 

Lest,  under  such  terrible  persecu¬ 
tion,  these  early  followers  of  Christ 
be  tempted  to  turn  from  the  Chris- 
tion  way  of  life  and  renounce  their 
Christian  faith,  Peter  writes  this 
letter  of  encouragement  and  ex¬ 
hortation  to  them.  Despite  the  hard¬ 
ships  they  were  suffering,  Peter,  at 
no  time,  promises  relief  from  the 
merciless  persecution  to  which  they 
were  subjected.  He  simply  assures 
them  of  power  and  strength, 
through  faith  in  God,  to  meet  the 
difficult  situations  facing  them  and 
gives  instructions  as  to  how  Chris¬ 
tians  should  react  to  suffering. 

Suffering  A  Problem  In  Our 
Day  Also 

Only  in  communist  countries  and 
in  the  most  difficult  mission  fields 
are  Christians  of  our  day  called  up¬ 
on  to  endure  the  type  of  persecution 
and  physical  suffering  that  faced  the 
followers  of  Christ  in  the  early 
church.  Nevertheless,  the  problem 
of  suffering  is  still  very  real  in  the 


life  of  our  day  as  it  has  been  in 
every  day.  Unfortunately,  we  seem 
to  have  inherited  from  our  fore¬ 
bears,  to  a  degree,  the  mistaken  no¬ 
tion  that  there  is  always  a  relation 
between  suffering  and  moral  con¬ 
duct.  Without  question,  there  are 
sins  which  result  almost  inevitably 
in  physical  and  mental  suffering. 
However,  it  is  usually  not  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  see  the  reason  for  this  type 
of  suffering.  This  kind  of  suffering 
seems  to  be,  here  and  now,  a  kind 
of  moral  retribution  for  sinful  liv¬ 
ing.  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  are  all 
aware  of.  various  kinds  of  suffering 
all  about  us  which  we  feel  sure  has 
no  relation  to  moral  conduct. 

It  just  is  not  possible  for  us,  with 
our  present  light,  to  understand  why 
some  must  suffer  while  others  live 
largely  free  of  pain.  We  may  be 
sure  of  this,  however,  that  neither 
in  divine  revelation  or  in  human 
experience  is  suffering  necessarily 
always  linked  with  wrong  doing. 
Hence  we  should  not  by  mystified, 
religiously,  when  we  see  some  of 
our  best  people  suffering  most  and 
some  of  our  worst  people,  temporar¬ 
ily  at  least,  largely  free  from  pain. 

Efforts  To  Solve  The  Problem 

Since  it  is  quite  natural  for  people 
to  try  to  find  an  answer  to  life’s 
problems,  it  is  npt  surprising  that 
every  generation  takes  its  turn  in  an 
attempt  to  solve  the  timeless  enigma 
of  suffering.  The  solutions  offered 
largely  fall  in  three  general  classes. 

(1)  There  are  still  those  who  have 
the  feeling,  as  did  the  false  com¬ 
forters  of  Job  thousands  of  years 
ago,  that  somehow  suffering  is  al¬ 
ways  linked,  directly  or  indirectly 
with  wrong  doing  The  continued 
use  of  this  explanation  of  all  suffer¬ 
ing  is  but  additional  evidence  of  the 
persistance  of  an  idea,  once  it  has 
taken  root  in  life. 

(2)  There  are  those  who  would 
solve  the  problem  of  suffering  by 
a  denial  of  the  reality  of  suffering. 
Such  a  solution  is  itself  so  unreal 
and  so  contradictory  of  the  whole 
experience  of  human  life  across  the 
centuries  past  and  so  contradictory 
of  the  experience  of  life  today  that, 
personally,  it  is  more  difficult,  than 
the  problem  of  suffering  itself,  to 
try  to  understand  how  anyone  could 
take  seriously  the  theory  that  suf¬ 
fering  does  not  exist. 

(3)  There  are  some  religious- 
minded  people  who  would  blame 
our  suffering  on  a  lack  of  faith  in 
God.  They  would  lead  us  to  believe 
that  any  individual  might  be  free 
from  sickness,  suffering  and  disease 
if  he  has  enough  faith  in  God.  The 
writer  has  no  doubt  but  that  the 
God  who  made  our  bodies  has  the 
power  to  heal  any  ills  our  bodies 
may  suffer  if  He  so  desires. 

Nevertheless,  the  fact  remains 
that  God  does  not  always  heal  the 
bodily  ills  of  His  servants  or  pre¬ 
vent  their  suffering.  When  Christ, 


to  avoid  suffering,  prayed  in  the 
Garden,  “Let  this  cup  pass,”  the 
answer  He  got  was  the  feeling  that 
it  was  God’s  will  that  He  suffer. 
Hence  He  said,  “Not  my  will  but 
thine  be  done.”  Even  Paul’s  prayer 
for  the  removal  of  the  “thorn  in  the 
flesh”  _was  answered  only  with  the 
assurance  that  God’s  grace  would 
enable  him  to  bear  his  ill.  We  have 
all  known  people  whose  lives  ap- 
prpached  as  near  to  sainthood  as 
human  life  here  can  attain,  yet  they 
spent  years  afflicted  in  body  and 
constantly  in  pain.  To  tell  such  peo¬ 
ple  that  their  afflictions  are  pimply 
the  result  of  a  lack  of  faith  in  God 
would  be  sacriligious  mockery.  We 
cannot  measure  sainthood  by  physi¬ 
cal  well-being.  Nowhere  are  people 
promised  freedom  from  sickness, 
suffering  pain,  or  death  simply  by 
becoming  Christian.  , 

How  Should  Christians  Meet 
Suffering? 

When  we,  today,  think  about 
“Suffering  As  Christians”,  w  e 
should  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
there  is  much  suffering  that  is  not 
primarily  physical  pain.  There  is 
suffering  caused  by  loneliness,  sor¬ 
row,  disillusionment,  frustrations, 
failures  of  loved  ones  and  friends, 
temptations  and  trials  of  various 
kinds.  In  this  sense  we  all  experi¬ 
ence  suffering.  The  big  question  for 
us  as  Christians  to  decide  about  suf¬ 
fering  is  not,  why  do  Christians  suf¬ 
fer?  but,  how  should  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  meet  and  react  to  sufferings  of 
various  kinds? 

The  heart  of  this  lesson  is  an 
answer  to  that  question  for  Chris¬ 
tian  people  of  the  early  church  and 
for  Christian  people  of  succeeding 
generations.  Our  lesson  spells  out 
in  some  details  the  attitude  toward 
suffering  and  the  reaction  to  suf¬ 
fering  a  Christian  should  possess. 

(1)  A  Christian  should  be  HOPE¬ 
FUL  amid  suffering  of  any  kind. 
Our  lesson  text  exhorts  the  suffer¬ 
ing  Christians  to  whom  Peter 
wrote  to  have  a  “living  hope.”  That 
hope  was  to  be  based  on  the  fact  of 
the  resurrection  of  Christ.  Such  a 
hope  can  survive  any  experience, 
even  death  itself,  since  the  risen 
Christ  is  our  assurance  that  no 
permanent  harm  can  come  to  a 
Christian.  A  hopeful  attitude  in 
our  difficulties  will  be  helpful  to 
ourselves  and  it  will  impress  others 
of  the  reality  of  our  Christian  faith. 

(2)  In  the  midst  of  life’s  prob¬ 
lems  the  Christian  should  remem¬ 
ber  that  he  has  an  “INHERI- 
TANCE,  incorruptable  and  unde¬ 
filed  .  .  .  reserved  in  heaven.”  For 
the  Christian  there  should  be  al¬ 
ways  the  consciousness  that  he  po¬ 
ssesses  in  the  Christian  religion 
values  that  no  experience  of  earth, 
or  of  the  world  to  come,  can  de¬ 
stroy  so  long  as  he  holds  fast  his 
faith  in  God. 

(3)  As  the  Christian  faces  the 
many  problems  of  life  about  him  he 
should  always  remember  that, 
however  difficult  life  may  be,  it  is 
“FOR  A  LITTLE  WHILE,”  as  our 
lesson  text  tells  us.  Life,  at  its 
longest,  is  a  “little  while”  as  com¬ 
pared  to  the  measureless  reaches  of 
eternity.  All  of  us  have  hours  of 
pain,  distress,  anxiety,  sorrow,  a 
sense  of  insecurity  and  other  form 
of  suffering.  For  many  these  ex¬ 
periences  are  acute  and  depress¬ 
ing.  Knowing  that  “these  too  shall 
pass”  the  Christian  should  be  able 
to  accept  any  difficulty  of  life 
with  a  type  of  courage  impossible 
for  those  who  do  not  have  the  as¬ 
surance  which  Christianity  brings. 

(4)  In  our  lesson  -text,  Peter  tells 
the  suffering  Christians  of  Asia 


Minor  that  they  are  “kept  by  the 
power  of  God  through  FAITH.” 
The  Christian  should  ijieet  his 
problems  of  suffering,  of  whatever 
kind,  with  a  clear-cut  faith  in  God. 
If  we  believe  in  the  goodness  and 
love  of  God,  a  temporary  experi¬ 
ence  of  suffering  will  not  be  able 
to  disturb  the  balance  and  equilib¬ 
rium  of  our  Christian  lives. 

(5)  In  that  portion  of  the  lesson 
text  taken  from  the  5th  chapter  of 
1  Peter  the  writer  of  the  letter 
tells  his  readers  to  be  HUMBLE  in 
persecution  which  they  were  cal¬ 
led  upon  to  endure.  All  Christians 
should  accept  the  difficult  experi¬ 
ences  of  life  in  humility.  A  spirit 
of  pride,  resentment  or  rebellion 
only  makes  our  difficulties  all  the 
more  difficult  to  bear.  Furthermore, 
such  an  attitude,  on  the  part  of  a 
Christian,  destroys  any  possibility 
for  making  such  experiences  an 
opportunity  to  bear  witness  to  the 
sustaining  grace  of  God  in  times  of 
testing. 

(6)  In  our  Memory  Selection  for 
the  day,  Peter  says  to  these  hard- 
pressed  Christians,  “CAST  ALL 
YOUR  ANXIETIES  ON  HIM,  for 
he  cares  about  you.”  What  greater 
assurance  and  encouragement  could 
come  to  a  Christian  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  than  tp  believe  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  share  his  troubles  with 
Christ;  to  feel  that  amid  all  condi¬ 
tions  of  life,  worthy  of  a  Christian, 
that  Christ  “cares  about  him.” 

We  Witness  Through  Suffering 

When  the  sun  is  shining  on  a 
beautiful  June  day,  the  birds  are 
singing  and  we  and  members  of 
our  family  are  enjoying  physical 
health  and  a  degree  of  financial  se¬ 
curity,  it  seems  so  easy  to  be  a 
Christian.  Because  it  is  compara¬ 
tively  easy,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  to  be  Christian,  Nthe  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  bearing  effective,  tell¬ 
ing  witness  to  the  larger  values  of 
the  Christian  religion  are  propor¬ 
tionately  reduced. 

The  Christian  has  no  better  op¬ 
portunity  for  witnessing  to  the 
values  religion  holds  than  when 
his  life  is  brought  under  pressure. 
Our  strength  is  more  evident  to 
those  about  us  when  we  must  move 
against  the  currents  of  life.  There 
is  no  better  time  for  a  Christian  to 
give  evidence  of  the  fact  that  his 
life  is  sustained  by  a  Power  great¬ 
er  than  his  own  than  when  he  is 
passing  through  times  of  testing.  To 
fail  at  such  times  is  not  rarely  a 
personal  failure,  it  is  a  failure  that 
may  affeet  all  who  know  us  and 
look  to  us  for  a  demonstration  of 
Christian  courage  born  of  faith. 

It  was  such  a  witness,  in  times  of 
persecution,  suffering  and  death,  by 
Christians  of  the  early  church  that 
made  it  possible  for  Christianity, 
beginning  in  the  outlying  province 
of  Palestine,  to  be  recognized  as 
the  state  religion  of  the  Roman 
Empire  in  three  hundred  years. 
The  power  and  effectiveness  ,of  our 
witness  is  increased  when  the  pres¬ 
sures  of  life  are  increased. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
FILM 

Every  Jocal  church  may  now 
have  its  own  motion  picture  of  the 
General  Conference. 

METHODISM  IN  ACTION  is  a 
11 -minute  sound  motion  picture 
produced  by  the  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Commission  as  a  service 
to  the  Church.  It  is  feeing  made 
available  by  the  commission  at  a 
special  purchase  price  of  $15.00  to 
cover  the  print  cost. 
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Church  Construction 
Sets  Six-Month  Record 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  set  a  new  rec¬ 
ord  for  the  first  six  months  of  1956, 
the  Departments  of  Commerce  and 
Labor  reported.  The  figure  was 
$336,000,000,  exceeding  by  $1,000,- 
000  last  year’s  mark  for  a  similar 
period. 

June  construction  amounted  to 
$61,000,000  which  was  $5,000,000 
more  than  in  May.  However,  it  was 
$1,000,000  under  the  June,  1955,  rec¬ 
ord. 

Non-public  schools  also  reached 
a  new  construction  high  in  the'' first 
half  of  the  year.  The  $247,000,000 
worth  of  buildings  put  into  place 
compared  with  $229,000,000  for  the 
same  period  last  year..  June  con¬ 
struction  totalled  $45,000,000  as 
against  $39,000,000  a  year  ago. 

Building  activity  by  non-public 
hospitals  and  charitable  institutions, 
most  of  which  are  church-related, 
continued  to  drop  behind  last  year’s 
figure.  The  $149,000,000  worth  for 
the  first  half  was  $23,000,000  less 
than  the  six  months  of  last  year. 


Pastors’  Refresher  School  Program 
Announced 

The  program  for  the  annual  Pas¬ 
tors’  Refresher  School  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education,  Rev.  Doug¬ 
las  McGuire,  Shreveport,  chairman 
of  the  school’s  Board  of  Managers, 
and  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  Lake 
Charles,  dean  of  the  school. 

The  school  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
on  the  Centenary  College  campus, 
Shreveport,  August  27-31.  The 
opening  session  is  scheduled  for 
Monday  afternoon,  August  27,  with 
the  closing  session  being  the  plat¬ 
form  hour  on  Friday  at  11:00  a.m. 

Dr.  Everett  W.  Palmer,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Glen¬ 
dale,  California,  will  be  the  plat¬ 
form  speaker,  speaking  each  morn¬ 
ing  at  11:00  a.m.,  Tuesday  through 
Friday,  and  each  evening  at  8:00 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Thursday. 

Instructors  for  the  school  will  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  Floyd  Feely,  Jr.,  ptrofess- 
or  at  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  Dr.  Henry  Johnson, 
dean  of  Scarritt  College,  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


Methodists  Warned 
Against  Complacency 
Over  Size 

Des  Moines,  la.  (RNS)  —  Metho¬ 
dists  were  warned  here  aginst  com¬ 
placency^  because  the  denomination 
is  powerful  in  size.  They  were  told 
that  the  Church  faces  serious  prob¬ 
lems  in  its  need  for  a  stronger  youth 
program  and  its  shortage  of  both 
ministers  and  money. 

The  warning  was  contained  in  a 
report  issued  at -the  ^uadrerinial  con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  by  its  eight  presid¬ 
ing  and  six  retired  bishops. 

“Let  us  remember  that  one  of 
the  most  serious  perils  that  threatens 
Methodism  is  its  numerical 


See  news  articles  concerning 
the  North  Central  and  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conferen¬ 
ces  on  Page,  5. 


DR.  EVERETT  W.  PALMER 
Pastors’  Refresher  School 
Platform  Speaker 


CENTENARY  CHOIR  REPORTS  EXPERIENCES 

I N  FAR  EAST 

By  Margaret  McDonald 


strength,”  the  bishops  said.  “We  are 
constantly  tempted  to  spend  so  much 
time  and  energy  in  the  operation  of 
our  vast  ecclesiastical  machine  that 
we  have  little  of  either  left  for  what 
a  Church  is  supposed  to  do. 

“The  greatness  of  any  Church  is 
to  be  measured  not  by  its  statistical 
size  nor  numerical  strength  but  by 
its  prophetic  message  and  spiritual 
power.*' 

Describing  the  shortage  of  minis¬ 
ters  as  one  of  the  most  serious  prob¬ 
lems  The  Methodist  Church  has  ever 
confronted,  they  said  that  national¬ 
ly  the  denomination  needs  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  1,200  new  ministers  each 
year  to  replace  retired  and  deceased  - 
clergymen  and  another  1,800  annual¬ 
ly  to  fill  new  churches  and  the  needs 
of  the  Church’s  expanding  program. 

However,  they  pointed  out,  in  a 
recent  12-month  period  the  denom¬ 
ination  gained  only  927  new  minis¬ 
ters. 

“Paralleling  the  shortage  of  min¬ 
isters  in  The  Methodist  Church  to¬ 
day  is  the  shortage  of  money.”  the 
bishops  said.  “We  have  a  shortage 
°f  financial  resources  not  because 
we  are  poor  but  because  we  have 
not  recognized  the  claim  of  God 
uPon  that  which  He  has  entrusted 
to  us.  Let  us  confess  that  we  are 
n°t  a  stewardship  Church.” 

The  average  of  $37  e^ich  contribu¬ 
ted  annually  by  Methodists  places 
the  Church  in  “the  bottom  10” 
among  all  denominations  in  per 
eopita  giving,  they  said. 

Urging  local  churches  to  give 
Priority  to  improvement  of  their 
j-hristian  education  programs,  the 
bishops  said  “the  judgment  of  his- 
ory  is  that  the  future  will  belong 
n°t  to  the  nation  with  the  largest 
®ock  of  atomic  bombs  but  to  the 
Pepple  with  the  strongest  moral  and 
Piritual  reserves.*  v  1 


Singing  a  somewhat  sad  song 
these  days  are  members  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Choir,  who  are  dis¬ 
covering  that  the  exotic  Far  East 
has  its  disadvantages  as  well  as  its 
beauties. 

Reports  from  the  choir  members, 
who  left  Shreveport  on  July  1  for 
a  45-day  Far  Eastern  tour,  indicate 
that  life  in  Korea  is  interesting,  but 
inconvenient  and  more  than  a  little 
uncomfortable. 

The  group,  which  left  Shreveport 
in  two  groups,  was  reunited  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex.,  and  then  flew  to  San 
Francisco.  Military 'btlses  transport¬ 
ed  the  29  young  singers,  Director 
-A.  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran  and  Dr.  Joe 
J.  Mickle,  president  of  Centenary, 
to  Travis  Air  Force  Base,  some  70 
miles  beyond  the  city.  From  there 
the  singing  troupe  was  flown  to 
Tokyo,  Japan,  by  Military  Air 
Transport  Service. 

A  stop  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  was 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  trip 
to  Tokyo,  although  the  young  sing¬ 
ers  had  only  a  few  hours  for  sight¬ 
seeing  thdre.  However,  they  did 
manage  to  wade  at  Waikiki  Beach, 
where  Dr.  Mickle  became  so  en¬ 
grossed  in  taking  photographs  that 
he  failed  to  notice  when  incoming 
waves  rolled  over  his  feet  and 
ankles.  A  few  of  the  choir  members 
invested  in  gaudy  Hawaiian  sports 
shirts  for  souvenirs. 

After  a  tiring  but  uneventful  trip 
to  ’JDoKyo,  the  group  was  quartered 
in  the  air-conditione.d  Dai  Ite  Hotel, 
originally  built  for  the  1932  Olym¬ 
pics  and  now  used  for  military  per¬ 
sonnel.  The  concert  schedule  in  To¬ 
kyo  ^nd  its  environs,  they  soon  dis¬ 


covered,  was  as  crowded  as  a  third 
class  coach  in  the  land  of  the  Rising 
Sun,  and  Voran’s  songsters  embark¬ 
ed  on  a  program  which  called  for 
two,  and  occasionally  three,  con¬ 
certs  daily  for  American  servicemen 
stationed  in  the  area.  * 

Only  a  few  days  after  reaching 
Tokyo,  the  first,  and  only,  thus  far, 
crisis  occurred  when  Voran  discov¬ 
ered  that  he  had  left  behind  in  his 
desk  at  Centenary  College  the  trav¬ 
elers’  checks  obtained  to  finance  the 
trip.  A  frantic  long  distance  call  to 
the  college  brought  Mrs.  Voran, 
armed  with  his  key  ring,  to  Voran’s 
office  in  the  Student  Union  Build¬ 
ing  to  locate  the  checks.  They  were 
dispatched  to  Tokyo  promptly  by 
Treasurer  'John  McCook. 

However,  the  situation  was  not 
as  serious  as  it  might  have  been. 
Voran  and  Dr.  Mickle  had  divided 
the  total  number  of  checks,  and  the 
college  prexy  had  his  share  in  his 
pocket  when  the  oversight  was  dis¬ 
covered.  Although  Voran  took  a 
ribbing  from  the  choir  members 
and  Dr.  Mickle,  all  were  inclined  to 
believe  >  that  any  man  faced  with 
the  responsibility  of  getting  29  stu¬ 
dents  to  the  Far  East  without  mis¬ 
hap  was  entitled  to  one  slip-up. 

“At  least  I  remembered  my  tooth 
brush,”  Voran  observed  sheepishly. 

Before  leaving  for  Korea  on  July 
10,  the  choir  members  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  see  the  Imperial  Pal¬ 
ace,  experience  the  ritual  of  an 
afternoon  tea  and  do  some  shopping 
in  Japanese  stores.  They  also  were 
entertained  at  the  home  of  Glenn 
Shaw,  chief  interpreter  for  the 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


School  leaders  also  announce  that 
registration  will  be  held  in  the  stu¬ 
dent  Union  Building,  Centenary 
Campus  on  Monday  from  10:00  a.m. 
to  2:00  p.m.  Room  reservations  on 
the  campus  should  be  requested  by 
writing  Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport.  Those 
.reserving  rooms  on  the  campus  are 
asked  to  bring  bed  linens,  towels, 
and  pillows' 

Registration  fee  for  the  school  for 
pastors  is  $2.00,  for  pastor  and  wife, 
$o.00.  The  room  fee  per  person  is 
$2.00  and  meal  tickets  for  each  per¬ 
son  $8.00. 

The  schedule  calls  for  two  class 
periods  of  one  hour  each  on  Mon¬ 
day  afternoon,  and  one  class  period 
of  two  hours  length  each  morning, 
Tuesday  through  Friday.  No  classes 
are  scheduled  for  the  afternoons 
with  only  the  platform  hour  plan¬ 
ned  for  the  evenings. 

NA  Laymen  In 
Annual  Retreat 

Eighty  laymen  attended  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  Laymen’s  Retreat  of 
the  North  Arkansas  .Conference 
held  last  weekend  on  the  Hendrix 
College  campus.  The  retreat  began 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  was 
adjourned  following  the  noon  meals 
in  HpJen  Hall  Sunday.  Six  of  the 
8  districts  of  the  conference  were 
represented  in  the  attendance,  and 
Charles  A.  Stuck,  North  Arkansas 
Conference  Lay  Leader  i  declared 
he  felt  the  retreat,  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  interest  and  attendance 
was  evidence^  of  the  growing  inter¬ 
est  by  laymen  in  the  work  of  the 
church  and  the  Kingdom. 

Don  Clame,  staff  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Lay  Activities, 
Chicago,  was  the  principal  speaker, 
delivering  addresses  on  Saturday 
evening  and  Sunday  morning. 


In  One  of  The  World's  Most  Disturbed  Areas,  The  Church  Leads 


* 

'Maw  M au 
Rehabilitation 


BY  FLOYD  SHACKLOCie 
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Committee  On  World  Literacy  and  Christian  Literature 


THE  last  months  have  seen  great,  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  troubled  conditions  in  Ken- 
yo.  The  emergency  is  not  officially  end¬ 
ed,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  re¬ 
habilitation  program  has  entered  a  new  phase. 
The  military  mopping  up  seems  to  be  practical¬ 
ly  finished,  and  attention  is  turned  to  the  res¬ 
toration  of  orderly  life  as  considerable  num¬ 
bers  repudiate  their  Mau  Mau  loyalties. 

When  the  first  Kikuyu  tribes  people  broke 
their  Mau  Mau  oaths  and  were  not  struck  dead 
as  they  expected,  that  was  the  turning  point. 
Now  many  of  them  are  recognizing  the  evil  of 
the  Mau  Mau  movement,  and  are  turning  from 
it  with  a  sense  of  shame.  I  must  confess  that  I 
was  critical  or  suspicious  of  confessions  made 
by  people  in  detention  camps,  longing  to  be 
free.  But  after  unusual  opportunities  to  observe 
the  screening  process,  and  of  watching  screen¬ 
ing  teams  (of  reformed  Kikuyu)  in  action,  I 
have  great  respect  for  the  work  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  doing.  As  detainees  give  evidence  of 
reforming,  they  are  moved  into  camps  where 
an  increasing  measure  of  freedom  is  gradually 
extended,  until  at  last  they  may  be  paroled. 

Rehabilitation  thus  enters  the  positive  or 
constructive  stage.  The  Kikuyu  tribe  numbers 
about  1,000,000  people.  They  are  ambitious  and 
aggressive  people  who  cannot  remain  inactive. 
They  present  an  opportunity  for  good  if  they 
can  be  led  to  feel  that  their  just  grievances 
wiU  be  met  and  that  the  future  holds  a  place  of 
dignity  and  respect  for  them. 

Self-Help  In  New  Villages 
Once  these  families  lived  in  a  cluster  of 
huts  in  a  kraal  —  one  hut  for  the  father,  and 
one  for  each  wife  and  her  children.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  has  moved  many  of  the  isolated  ham¬ 
lets  of  a  few  huts  into  new  villages.  This 
means  totally  new  social  conditions.  Now  they 
are  crowded  into  a  single  hut  in  a  village  of 
hundreds  of  families  with  all  the  problems  of 
a  new  society  and  little  of  the  freedom  and 
privacy  of  the  /past.  It  will  require  a  basic 
change  in  many  customs  and  habits. 

But  in  half  a  dozen  of  these  new  villages  I 
visited  little  schools,  in  huts  built  by  the  vil¬ 
lagers  themselves.  You»g  children,  youth  and 
even  adults  and  the  aged  were  learning  to 
read,  and  studying  arithmetic.  The  teachers 
were  young  men  of  the  same  village,  selected 
by  a  village  committee.  The  only  pay  received 
by  these  teachers  was  given  by  the  villagers. 
Outside  assistance  was  limited  to  encourage¬ 
ment  and  advice,  and  the  bringing  of  books, 
pencils  and  paper,  which  the  pupils  bought! 
This  was  self-help  actually  in  practice.  Such 
ambition  will  not  be  kept  doipn. 

The  ambition  of  these  camp  villages  is  not 
the  only  hopeful  factor.  The  official  policy  of 
establishing  a  multi-racial  cooperative  society 
holds  out  hope  for  all.  There  are,  of  course, 
hard  core  Mau  Mau  who  are  still  unrepentant,  • 
just  as  there  are  hard  core  white  settlers  who 
would  resist  the  new  policy.  The" millenium  has 
not  come  yet.  Brtt  I  was  impressed  by  the  ser¬ 
ious  way  in  which  large  numbers  of  Africans 
and  Europeans  (as  all  white  people  are  called 
here)  are  working  toward  this  goal  of  multi¬ 


racial  society.  The  horror  of  the  Mau  Mau  ex¬ 
perience  has  shown  the  urgency  of  a  new  poli¬ 
cy.  There  is  an  opportunity  for  progress,  great¬ 
er  than  in  some  parts  of  Africa. 

Finding  New  Allegiances 

It  is  a  formidable  task  to  bring  the  tribal 
people  into  the  complex  modern  life  that  is' 
,  now  being  thrust  upon  Africa.  The  economic 
basis  of  new  homes;  the  health  of  all,  'and  es¬ 
pecially  of  children;  the  education  of  children 
in  the  schools  and  of  adults  informally;  a  new 
sense  of  political  responsibility  —  these  and 
more  will  tax  the  imagination,  understanding 
and  good  will  of  all'  citizens.  Even  with  the 
greatest  efforts  it  will  be  several  years  before 
schools  and  teachers  can  be  provided  for  all. 

Yet  literacy  is  basic  to  all  community  .de¬ 
velopment,  said  the  Hon.  B.  A.  Ohanga,  Minis¬ 
ter  for  Community  Development,  in  his  open¬ 
ing  "address  at  our  conference  on  adult  literacy 
in  Nairobi.  He,  himself,  as  the  first  African  Cab¬ 
inet  Minister  in  the  Kenya  government,  is  an 
example  of  the  emerging  multi-racial  society 
of  cooperation.  In  addition  to  all  that  govern¬ 
ment  can  do,  the  Christian  churches  and  miV- 
sions  have  a  great  task  and  a  great  opportunity. 

For  the  new  situation  is  one  of  hope  and 
promise  only  if  the  hunger  for  new  and  better 
ways  can  be  satisfied.  Now  that  the  Kikuyu 
are  turning  from  Mau  Mau,  to  what  will  they 
give  their  allegiance?  What  will  be  the  basis 
of  their  new  community  spirit?  To  what  will 
they  be  loyal?  What  will  guide  their  lives?  If 
we  use  the  words  “spiritual  -  vacuum”  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  hungers  of  mind  and  spirit,  we  must 
remember  that  satisfying  them  is  no  easy  task. 
Nature  abhors,  and  soon  fills,  a  vacuum.  The 
results  are  not  automatic  or  guaranteed.  The 
evil  may  rush  in  as  well  as  the  good.  The  situa¬ 
tion  before  the  Christian  church  is  the  tremen¬ 
dous  opportunity  to  witness,  to  preach  and  to 
teach.  If  this  is  not  done  or  ji  it  is  done  inef¬ 
fectively,  the  masses  who  are  searching  and 
open-minded  today  will  turn  to  something  else 
tomorrow.  Mr.  S.  A.  Morrison,  secretary  of  the 
Christian  Council  of  Kenya,  estimates  that  this 
present  great  opportunity  of  the  church  will 
continue  for  two  or  three  years.  Beyond  that, 
no  one  can  predict  the  future.  But  as  of  today, 
the  opportunity  seems  far  beyond  the  human 
resources  of  churches  and  missions. 

Christian  Witness  and  National  Rehabilitation 
What  response  are  Christian  groups  making? 
Now,  as  always,  the  gospel  is  proclaimed  as  the 
hope  of  man  and  of  society,  and  the  regular 
work  of  churches  has  new  significance.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  here  in  Kenya  where  the  need  is  aqute, 
new  methods  of  work  are  being  developed  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  the  Council.  Christian 
service  and  witness  is  carried  on  in  prisons  and 
detention  camps.  I  visited  in  several  camps,  be¬ 
hind  the  barbed  wires  and  saw  this  work  at 
first  hand.  One  Sunday,  where  a  'missionary 
lady  and  her  assistants  have  been  working  for 
months,  I  attended  a  religious  service  in  which 
154  women  repudiated  their  Mau  Mau  oaths, 
confessed  to  their  sins,  and  took  religious 
vows. 

It  was  called  a  “Cleansing  Service,”  to 
help  these  people  feel  that  they  have  broken 


the  power  and  spell  of  the  Mau  Mau  oath.  The 
service  was  based  on,  “If  we  confess  our  sins, 
he  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins, 
and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.” 
Clergymen  of  several  groups  joined  in  lead¬ 
ing  the  service.  T^ie  singing '  was  strong  and 
bouyant.  There  were  several  hundred  men  and 
women  in  attendance,  in  addition  to  the  women 
who  confessed  and  took  hew  vows  of  Christian 
dedication.  Some  wore  the  prison  garb  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  they  were  serving  sentences  for 
crimed.  Others  were  in  ordinary  African  clothes, 
for  they  were  “in  detention”  and  may  one 
day  be  released.  But .  the  service  was  not  re¬ 
lated  to  loyalty  to  government  as  such,  and 
there  was  no  promise  of  release  through  at¬ 
tendance. 

The  questions  asked  and  the  answers  giv¬ 
en  were  purely  religious  and  Christian.  There 
was  confession  of  sin,  expression  of  remorse, 
the  request  for  pardon  and  forgiveness,  and  the 
promise  to  lead  a  new  life  with  God’s  help.  We 
were  moved,  as  we  realized  that  all  about  us 
in  the  service  were  people  who  had  committed 
murder  and  other  brutal  crimes,  who  were 
asking  God’s  forgiveness  and  help  in  begin¬ 
ning  a  new  life.  We  were  told  that  these  peo¬ 
ple  will  go  back  to  „  their  barracks  to  face 
taunts  and  persecution  from  the  hard  core  re- 
calicitrants.  This  was  the  Christian  .faith  in  its 
glory  —  redeeming  men  and  women. 

Literacy  arid  Christian  Literature  Essential 

Community  centers  are  being  opqned.  In 
the  new  villages  and  new  housing  projects 
there  are  programs  of  health,  literacy,  recrea¬ 
tion,  child  care,  worship  and  preaching  which 
fill  every  day  and  evening  of  the  seven  days 
of  the  week. 

In  each  of  these  activities  of  the  church, 
literacy  and  Christian  literatue  are  essential. 
The  illiterates  want  to  learn  to  read.  I  saw 
literacy  work  behind  the  barbed  wires  of  the 
detention  camps,  in  the  new  villages,  in  recrea¬ 
tion  centers.  There  is  a  greSt  demand  for  simple 
reading  material.  All  kinds  of  Christian  liter- 
ture  are  needed.  The  Committee  on  World 
Literacy  and  Christian  Literature  is  sending  a 
literacy"  training  team  to  East'  Africa  this  year. 
From  central  research  and  demonstration 
base  in  Tanganyika,  missionaries  and  African 
leaders  working  in  different  vernacular  lang¬ 
uages  will  revise  existing  literacy  charts  and 
prepare  original  charts  for  two  languages.  They 
will  write  new  primers,  translate  the  “Story  of 
Jesus”  and  the  story  of  “Anand  the  Wise  Man.’ 
A  writers’  workshop  will  begin  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  very  simple  literature  of  many  kinds. 
One  important  part  of  the  team’s  program  is 
the  actual  demonstration  in  practice  of  a  literacy 
campaign.  This  will  run  for  two  months  and 
opportunity  for  practical  research  into  the  ele¬ 
ments  which  make  for  a  successful  literacy  ef¬ 
fort. 

God  has  given  the  Christian  church  anothei 
chance  in  East  Africa.  He  has  put  in  our  hands 
the  wonderfully  effective  tool  of  literacy  ancj 
Christian  literature.  The  literacy  team  in  East 
Africa  in  1956  is  part  of  our  answer  to  this 
opportunity. 
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plan  Mission  To 
World’s 

“Neglected  Areas” 

New  York  (BM)  —  Methodist 
missionaries  at  Greencastle,  Ind., 
for  a  late- June  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  listed  27  social  arid  geographic 
groups  around  the  world  who  are 
“neglected”  by  Christian  evangelism 
and  then  listed  specific  ways  of 

reaching  l^iem. 

The  listings  came  from  ten  dis¬ 
cussion  groups  of  missionaries.  A 
general  summary  on  “Neglected 
Areas  in  Evangelism”  following  the 
discussions  was  led  by  the  Rev. 
Hendrix  Townsley,  missionary  to 
India.  The  conference  was  the  an¬ 
nual  assembly  of  new  and  furlough¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  at  DePauw  University. 

The  group  listed  most  often  as 
unreached  by  Christianity  was  the 
Moslems.  Suggestions  from  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  reaching  that  group 
included  evangelists  especially 
trained  in  Islamic  religion  and  cul¬ 
ture  and  widespread  translations  of 
the  Bible  into  Arabic  and  other  lan¬ 
guages  spoke  by  Moslems. 

The  non-Christian  intellectual 
classes  around  the  world,  principal¬ 
ly  in  India  and  South  America  were 
listed,  with  the  suggestion  that 
Christian  nationals  of  high  intelli¬ 
gence,  able  to  “speak  the  ( language 
of  the  intelligentsia,”  be  trained  to 
approach  these  groups. 

Bible  classes  for  farmers  were 
recommended  for  reaching  the  rur¬ 
al  areas  of  Japah,  teacher-preacher- 
healer  teams  were  suggested  for 
mass  yillage  evangelism  in  India 
and  elsewhere,  correspondence,  ra¬ 
dio  and  newspaper  evangelism  were 
suggested  for  reaching  factory 
workers  and  other  groups  in  large 
cities.  • 

Specific  geographic  groups  listed 
as  neglected  were  the  pygmies  in 
central  Africa,  voodoo  worshippers 
in  Cuba,  Brazil  and  elsewhere  in 
Latin  America/  the  “overseas” 
Chinese  in  Southeast  Asia,  and  the 
fishing  peoples  of  Angola  and  Ii- 
beria.  The  missionaries  recommend¬ 
ed  that  in  each  of  those  cases  an 
approach  by  the  national  church, 
rather  than  foreign  pissionaries, 
probably  would  be  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  contact. 

European  and  American  colonies 
overseas  were  mentioned  as  neglec¬ 
ted  and  the  missionaries  recom¬ 
mended  that  more  pastors  from  the 
home  countries  be  assigned  to  min¬ 
ister  to  the  groups. 

in  a  panel  discussion  on  mission¬ 
ary  needs,  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  O.  Wil- 


LAYMEN  TO  HAVE  NATIONAL  MEETING  IN  SEPTEMBER 


Home  Mission 
Workers  Confer 
In  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  (BM)  —  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist 
Board^of  Missions,  a  conference  for 
evaluation  of  the  “U.S.-2”  program 
was  held  at  National  College,  here, 
July  18-20. 

In  the  “U.S.-2”  program  college 
graduates  give  two  years  of  service 
as  mission  workers  in  institutions 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  its  territories.  The 
“U.S.-2”  program,  begun  in  1951, 
is  modeled  on  a  siriiilar  foreign  ser¬ 
vice  program  which  sends  young 
lay  mission  workers  abroad  for  a 
three-year  term. 

The  Kansas  City  conference  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  since  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  the  “U.S.-2”  program. 
Participating  were  65  young  people, 
all  of  whom  have  served  or  are 
now  serving  in  the  program;  the 
administrative  secretaries  of  the 
Department  of  Work  in  Home 
Fields  of  the  Woman’s  Division; 
Miss  Alpharetta  Leeper,  a  secretary 
of  Missionary  Personnel  of  the 
Board  of  Missions;  Dr.  John  Johan- 
naber,  a  member  of  the  National 
College  faculty;  Miss  Ruth  Smith, 
a  former  field  secretary  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Missionary 
Personnel;  Miss  Betty  Goode,  a 
member  of  the  Scarritt  College  fac¬ 
ulty. 

There  was  a  Bible  study  led  by 
Dr.  Johannaber,  general  sessions  for 
discussion  of  the  “U.S.-2”  program, 
.small  group  discussions  with  ad¬ 
ministrative  secretaries. 


liams,  Jr.,  a  secretary  of  missionary 
personnel,  said  the  Methodist  board 
will  need  235  missionaries  each  year 
for  the  next  four  years,  about  100 
more  than  were  recruited  each  year 
of  the  1952-56  quadrennium. 

Other  events  of  the  conference 
included:  Commissioning  of  twelve 
persons  for  overseas  iriissionary  ser¬ 
vice  by  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines 
of  Indianapolis;  a  performance  of 
“The  Missionary  Suite,”  an  oratorio 
composed  by  Dr.  Henry  H.  Presler, 
a  missionary  to  India,  and  sung  by 
the  choir  of  the  Irvington  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Indianapolis,  and  a 
“talent  night”  with  stunts,  music 
and  dances  by  missionaries  from 
different  areas  of  the  world. 


BELIEVES  WEEKDAY 
REL.  EDUCATION 
TO  BECOME 
INFLUENTIAL 

Oberlin,  O.  (NC)  —  Weekday  re¬ 
ligious  education  is  on  the  thrgsh- 
hold  of  becoming  a  “power  in  the 
nation”  in  the  opinion  of  300  Chris¬ 
tian  educators  who  closed  a  confer¬ 
ence  here  recently. 

Stepped-up  and  effectual  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching  symbolizes,  through 
its  weekday  character,  the  rele-V 
vance  of  religion  to  all  of  life,  they 
said.  The  newly-vitalized  program 
now  reaching  three  million  children 
of  'all  faiths  is  expected  to  have  a 
dominating  influence  on  the  grow¬ 
ing  generation. 

The  delegates  from  a  score  of 
Protestant  denominations  at  the 
first  National  Conference  on  Week¬ 
day  Religious  Education  said  that 
this  could  be  accomplished  with 
standardized  “released  time”  pro¬ 
grams  which  they  viewed  as  the 
next  forward  step  for  the  weekday 
-movement. 

At  the  closing  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  sponsored  by,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches/  leaders  sum¬ 
marized  the  opinions  and  recom¬ 
mendations  of  12  discussion  groups. 

Quality  of  the  instruction  offered 
in  more  than  3,000  systems  across 
the  country  was  uppermost  in  the 
~  minds  of  the  Christian  educators  in 
talks  and  group  meetings  on  the 
campus  of  Oberlin  College. 

Development  of  new  courses  and 
uniform  curriculums  and  materials 
is  vitally  needed,  the  conferees 
agreed.  Also  necessary,  they  said, 
was  the  establishment  of  more  ex¬ 
perimental  centers,  such  as  the 
weekday  laboratory  summer  school 
at  Oberlin  College,  where  better 
practices  and  higher  standards  can 
be  worked  out. 


40  TRAIN  AS  3-YEAR 
MISSIONARIES 

Forty  young  men  and  women 
gathered  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  June 
26,  to  begin  a  six-week  orientation 
course  that  will  prepare  them  to 
be  overseas  missionaries  _of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  a  period  of 
three  years  each. 

~Drawn  from  throughout  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  the  group  is  primarily 
1956  college  graduates,  though  a  few 
are  teachers  and  seminary  students. 
They  will  serve  three  years  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Japan,  Korea,  Hawaii, 
Southeast  Asia  and  Latin  America. 


Is  6th  Generation  Methodist  Pastor 


With  the  ordiaation  of  the  Rev. 
William  Hector  Sherertz  as  an  eld- 
er  in  the  North-East  Ohio  Confer- 
ence  by  Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner  ori 
June  10,  and  his  graduation  from 
Oberlin  Graduate  School  of  Theolo¬ 
gy  the  next  day,  there  entered  the 
service  of  the  Methodist  Church  a 
sixth  generatipn  of  ministers  and 
^missionaries  lof  the  denomination. 

r-  Sherertz  was  appointed  associ- 
t  ®  Pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist 
,huU  h,  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  He 
tJ'aces  his  ministerial  line  back  to 
sid  Lambuth  on  his  mother’s 
/  e  ~~  when  the  name  was  spelled 
Mnbeth  —  who  was  ordained  by 
w°P-  Francis  Asbury. 

William  Hector  Sherertz  is  the 
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son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dwight 
Lamar  Sherertz,  missionaries  in  old 
Umtali,  Southern  Rhodesia,  former¬ 
ly  serving  in  China.  Mrs.  Sherertz, 
born  in  China,  was  Margarita  Mary 
Park  before  her  marriage. 

Mrs.  Dwight  L.  Sherertz  was  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hector  Park.  Mrs.  Park  was 
the  former  Nora  Kate  Lambuth, 
younger  sister  of  Bishop  Walter  R. 
T.  Lambuth.  She  went  to  China  in 
„1864  as  a  one-year-old  infant  with 
her  parents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  .James 
William  Lambuth,  noted  China  mis¬ 
sionary  pioneer. 

Dr.  James  William  Lambuth  was 
in  China  for  32  years  and  then  in 
Japan  for  six  years,  representing 
the  Mississippi  Conference. 


Dr.  James  William  Lambuth  was 
the  son  of  the.  Rev.  John  Russell 
Lambuth,  for  many  years  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Alabama,  working  among 
the  Indian  and  Negro  slaves. 

Dr.  James  William  Lambuth’s 
father  (and  William  Hector  Sher¬ 
ertz’  great-great-great  grandfather) 
was  the  Rev.  William  Lambeth, 
who,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  was 
sent  by  Bishop  Asbury  *to  preach 
to  the  Indians  in  the  wilds  of  Ten- 

? lessee”  as  well  as  to  work  among 
he  settlers. 

And  the  story  is  not  yet  complete, 
for  William  Hecter  Sherertz  has 
two  sons  (William,  11  and  David, 
9)  and  a  daughter  Sylvia  Jane,  aged 
five. 


Nat’l  Council  Sponsors 
Cleveland  Meet 
September  14-16 

Cleveland,  O.  (NC)  —  In  the  first 
national  convention  of  its  kind, 
thousands  of  American  men  will 
gather  in  this  city,  Sept.  14-16,  t5 
proclaim  their  faith  in  God  and 
dedicate  themselves  to  Christian 
living. 

Coming  from  virtually  all  states 
and  representing  all  walks  of  life, 
these  “men  from  the  pews”  will  be 
delegates  to  the  first  National  Con¬ 
vention  of  Christian  Men,  convened 
by  United  Church  Men,  men’s  wing 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es. 

The  Rev.  Billy  Graham,  the  Rev. 
Norman  Vincent  Peale,  Mayor  Roe 
H.  Bartle  of  Kansas  City  and  Con¬ 
gressmen  Walter  Judd  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  address  the  convention  dur¬ 
ing  its  three  days  here  at  the  Public 
Auditorium. 

The  meeting,  which  will  bring  to¬ 
gether  men  from  upwards  of  30  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations  and  commu¬ 
nions,  will  also  be  marked  by  a 
fellowship  breakfast;  workshop  dis¬ 
cussions  on  the  role  of  men  in  the 
nation’s  religious  life,  and  a  pre¬ 
convention  luncheon  with  Ohio  civ¬ 
ic  leaders  in  attendance. 

Chairman  of  the  convention  is 
J.  Clinton  Hawkins,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
business  leader  and  national  chair¬ 
man  of  United  Church  Men. 

Among  speakers  for  the  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  Dr.  Alan  Walker  of 
Australia,  whose  “Mission  to  the 
Nation,”  has  been  so  successful 
‘down  under’  that  the  Methodist 
church  has  brought  him  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  Canada  for  a  year’s 
speaking  engagement. 

The  program  -will  open  on  Friday 
evening,  Sept.  14,  and  continue 
through  Sunday  noon.  In  addition 
to  the  speakers  at  general  sessions, 
a  fellowship  breakfast  will  be  held 
Saturday  morning  where  state  and 
local  executives  of  councils  of 
churches  will  visualize  and  outline 
ways  for  men  to  undergird  church 
programs  at  the  state  level..  “A  co¬ 
operative  job  is  needed  to  show  how 
to  make  Christian  men  a  power  in 
their  communities,”  said  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins. 

A  workshop  will  be  held  Satur¬ 
day  morning  to  explain  how  United 
Church  Men  functions  through  na¬ 
tional  emphases  and  cooperates  on 
the  community  level. 

Mr.  Hawkins  said  that  he  expects 
15,000  men  to  attend  the  convention 
and  that  registrations  are  already 
in  from  men  in  24  states.  “Interest 
is  indicated,”  he  said,  “by  a  small 
town  in  Kansas  which  has  chartered 
a  pullman  car  and  by  Greater  Chi¬ 
cago  Churchmen  who  have  chart¬ 
ered  a  full  train  to  Cleveland.”  A 
convention  office  has  been  opened 
in  the  Cleveland  Arcade  under  the 
direction  of  John  W.  McCracken. 

Lifetime  “career”  missionaries  are 
sent  out  for  terms  of  not  less  than 
four  years  before  their  first  fur¬ 
loughs. 

The  18  women  and  22  men  will 
be  given  their  pre-field  training 
at  the  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers.  In  an  accelerated  pro¬ 
gram,  they  will  study  the  Bible, 
linguistics,  anthropology,  theology, 
Christianity  and  communism,  re¬ 
ligious  education  and  the  practice 
of  missions.  None  are  from  Arkan¬ 
sas  Or  Louisiana. 
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Editorial 

friendship  Qannot  ©e  fought 

MANY  people  of  wealth,  after  lavishing  iponey  on  a  sup¬ 
posed  friend,  have  discovered  that  real  friendship  cannot 
be  bought  with  money.  Many  people  of  wealth,  both  men 
and  women,  who  have  attempted  to  buy  a  life’s  companion  in  mar¬ 
riage,  have  discovered  that  real  love  is  not  a  commodity  that  can 
be  bought  with  cash.  In  everyday  life  we  have  learned  right  well 
through  the  experience  the  futility  of  trying  to  buy  personal 
friendship. 

Nevertheless,  we  seem  to  still  be  laboring  under  the  illusion 
that  national  friendship  can  be  had  if  our  price  is  b  i  g  enough. 
Hence  it  is,  since  World  War  II,  that  we  have  given  away  billions 
of  dollars  in  Europe  and  Asia,  hoping  as  a  result  that  we  may 
have  friends  if  a  testing  time  comes.  We  are  learning,  at  tremend¬ 
ous  cost,  that  national  friendship  is  no  more  a  purchasable  com¬ 
modity  than  is  personal  friendship. 

Yugoslavia,  Greece,  India,  Egypt'  and  other  nations  to  which 
our  billions  have  gone  have  demonstrated,  in  recent  times,  that 
their  acceptance  of  our  benevolence  was  merely  a  matter  of  nat¬ 
ional  expediency,  instead  of  national' friendship.  Some  of  these 
are  much  closer  to  Russia  now  than  they  were  when  we  began  giv¬ 
ing  them  money. 

This,  of  course,  does  not  mean  that  we  will  or  should  quit 
giving  them  money.  As  a  nation  of  wealth  we  owe  something  to 
the  less  fortunate  nations  of  the  world.  Nevertheless,  we  should 
fool  ourselves  into  thinking  that  our  dollars  will  buy  dependable 
friendship. 

We  like  to  think  that  we  aid  the  less  privileged  nations  out 
of  a  real  benevolent  spirit.  A  more  realistic  evaluation  of  our  gifts, 
however,  will  reveal  that  much  of  our  national  benevolence  is 
based  on  national  expediency.  We  help  others  because  we  want  to 
be  helped  if  we  need  it. 

America  should  realize  that  it  does  not  have  a  corner  on  “ex¬ 
pediency”.  We  should  realize  that  the  willingness  of  nations  to 
accept  our  benevolence  is  also  based  on  national  expedience  and 
not  national  friendship.  Under  such  circumstances  they  are  “for 
us”  only  so  long  as  it  appears  good  for  them. 

We  have  not  bought  dependable  friendship  with  money-  nor 
can  we.  If  we  are  to  have  the  real  friendship  of  the  nations  of 
earth,  we  must  do  more  than  give  them  money.  We  must  give  un¬ 
selfish  friendship  if  we  expect  unselfish  friendship  from  others. 

Tast  Accomplishments  Not  Enough 

ONE  of  the  characteristics  of  Methodism  is  that  its  leaders 
have  never  let  the  church  rest  on  its  past  accomplishments. 
Perhaps,  that  is  why  as  a  church  Methodism  has  attained 
some  great  goals.  The  pattern  is  fairly  well  established;  repre¬ 
sentative  leaders  work  out  long  range  goals,  usually  large  enough 
to  challenge  local  church  leadership;  these  goals  are  considered 
on  an  annual  conference  level  where  they  are  passed  on  to  dis¬ 
tricts  and  local  churches;  there,  official  boards  and  persons  con¬ 
cerned  have  the  responsibility  for  accepting  the  goals  and  giving 
leadership  in  achieving  them;  about  the  time  these  goals  have 
been  made  a  part  of  the  church’s  regular  ongoing  program,  a  new 
set  of  goals  is  developed  which  in  turn  work  down  through  prop¬ 
er  channels  to  local  churches,  goals  which  in  most  instances  call 
for  still  greater  work,  sacrifice,  and  vision;  again,  local  churches 
adjust  their  programs  to  accommodate  greater  challenges.  Thus,  the 
church,  Methodism,  moves  forward. 

This  is  the  very  nature  of  Methodism,  and  as  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  determine  has  been  going  on  for  generations.  This  is 
one  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  Methodism.  Occasional¬ 
ly,  we  hear  some  Methodist  suggest  it  will  be  a  great  day  when 
there  are  no  goals,  quotas,  apportionments,  or  percentages.  When 
that  day  comes  Methodism  will  have  lost  something  that  led  to  its 
greatness,  and  Methodists  will  not  be  Methodists  in  fact.  The  rank 
and  file  of  us  are  too  prone  to  rest  on  past  accomplishments,  but 
Methodism  has  never  been  content  to  do  that,  and,  pray  God,  may 
it  never.  Challenges  that  stretch  the  imagination  continue  to  be 
the  door  to  greater  living,  greater  service,  and  greater  giving. 


WHICH  WILL  IT  BE 


Chas.  A.  Wells 


God  is  at  work  in  The  Methodist  Church  and  through  Metho¬ 
dists.  We  have  faith  to  believe  those  who  determine  Methodism’s 
policy  and  program  are  dedicated  and  committed  persons  who 
seek  His  will  in  their  planning.  A  General  Conference,  represen¬ 
tative  of  a  cross  section  of  Methodism,  determines  what  Methodists 
will  endeavor  to  do  for  a  four  year  period;  then,  local  churches 
set  out  to  accomplish  what  has  been  set  before  them  as  blueprints 
for  action. 

This  does  not  mean  simple,  blind  acceptance  by  local  leader¬ 
ship  of  what  has  been  determined  by  General  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  action.  Local  leadership  through  representation  at  the  an¬ 
nual,  Jurisdictional  and  General  Conference  level  has  a  part  in 
the  |51anning,  Further,  local  leadership  has  a  determining  voice  in 
accepting  part  or  all  of  a  suggested  goal  or  apportionment. 

What  we  sometimes  forget,  however,  is  there  is  something  of 
the  Divine  in  programs,  goals,  quotas,  apportionments  conceived 
and  worked  out  in  the  minds  and  actions  of  dedicated  people,  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  rank  and  file  of  Methodist  membership.  Those 
who  plan  for  us  would  fail  God,  Christ  and  the  Kingdom  if  they 
planned  little  goals  and  small  apportionments.  A  goal  which  does 
not  call  for  the -exercise  of  faith  and  sacrifice  to  be  met  is,  for 
Methodists,  hardly  worthy  of  the  name. 

We  are  grateful  we  belong  to  a  communion  that  expects  great¬ 
er  and  greater  accomplishments  and  continues  to  stretch  our  faith, 
imagination,  strength,  yes,  even  our  pocketbooks. 


Use  ‘What  Is  ‘Vaid  for 


rHIS  is  a  day  of  experts  and  specialists  in  every  line  of  work. 
If  we  need  advice  iry  any,  particular  field  we  look  *up  the 
expert  who  specializes  in  that  field  and  pay  him  liberally 
for  his  services. 

'  The  doctor,  lawyer,  architect  and  other  specialists  offer  their 
services  for  a  price.  We  gladly  pay  the  price  and  are  usually  well 
pleased  with  the  results  obtained  by  following  their  counsel  and 
advice.  We  would  appear  foolish  in  the  eyes  of  our  friends  and  in 
our  own  sight  if  we  sought  out  and  paid  for  these  specialists  and 
then  refused  to  follow  the  advice  and  counsel  they  gave. 

Foolish  as  this  practice  would  seem  to  appear  in  other  fields 
of  endeavor,  it  is  quite  commonly  practiced  in  the  matter  of  build¬ 
ing  life  and  character,  Congregations  employ  a  minister,  highly 
specialized  and  well  trained  and  listen  regularly  to  his  counsel 
and  advice  on  character  building.  Many  of  the  congregation  then 
straightway  ignore  the  advice  for  which  they  pay  and  proceed  to 
build  life  without  blueprints  or  adequate  plans.  The  minister  is  a 
specialist  in  character  building  and  members  of  his  congregation 
who  pay  for  his  services  should,  in  all  fairness  to  themselves,  heed 
his  advice. 
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North  Central  And  Southeastern 
n  jurisdictional  Conferences  Meet 

North  Central  Juris. 
]\Ioves  to  Strengthen 
Self 

Des  Moines,  la.  (MI)  —  While 
still  critical  of  some  phases  of  The 
Methodist  Church’s  jurisdictional 
system,  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  seems  to  be  taking  a  new  “let’s- 
try-it-out-and-see”  'attitude.  * 

Such  a  spirit  was  reflected  in 
several  actions  taken  at  the  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
here  July  11-14.  These  included: 

_  Setting  up  an  executive  com¬ 
mittee  on  jurisdictional  activities, 
which  seems  to  have  some  of  the 
earmarks  of  the  councils  which  su  ¬ 
pervise  and  correlate  activities  in 
the  church’s  southern  jurisdictions. 

—  Appointment  of  a  24-member 
committee  to  study  the  pattern  of 
the  jurisdictional  conference. 

—  Naming  a  budget  committee  to 
deal  with  increasing  calls  upon  juris¬ 
dictional  funds  for  promotional  pur¬ 
poses. 

At  the  same  time  the  conference 
extended  a  “cordial  and  fraternal 
welcome”  to  Central  Jurisdiction 
annual  conferences  that  may  desire 
to  transfer  into  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction.  To  facilitate  such  trans¬ 
fers,  the  conference  created  a  spec¬ 
ial  committee  on  ;  relations  with 
other  jurisdictions. '  • 

In  other  actions,  the  conference 
recommended  the  holding  of  work¬ 
shops  and  serhinars  on  world  order 
and  industrial  relations  and  support¬ 
ed  proposed  legislation  which  would 
abolish  advertising  liquor  in  inter¬ 
state  commerce  and  would  prohibit 
sale  or  use  of  liquor  on  airlines. 

The  conference  sent  all  of  its  eight 

effective  bishops  back  to  the  same 

episcopal  areas,  but  re-named  three 

of  the  areas  after  states  instead  of 

** 

cities. 

The  executive  committee  on  jur¬ 
isdictional  activities  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  special  Committee  of 
Eight,  ordered  by  the  1952  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference.  Reporting  af¬ 
ter  its  four-year  study,  the  commit¬ 
tee  said,  in  part:  “.  .  since  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  plan  is  a  part  of  the  or¬ 
ganizational  structure  of  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  it  should  be  used  to 
meet  the  regional  needs  and  inter¬ 
ests  of  Methodism  in  the  Midwest. 
Through  a  fuller  use  of  the  juris¬ 
dictional  plan  the  quadrennial  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  chprch  can  be  brought 
to  the  Annual  Conferences  more 
quickly  and  effectively.  The  accom¬ 
plishment  of  this  requires  contin¬ 
ued  planning.” 

The  executive  committee  on  juris¬ 
dictional  activities  is  a  42-member 
body  including  the  College  of  Bish¬ 
ops  and  one  layman  and  minister 
from  each  of  the  17  conferences. 


WORLD  METHODIST 
LAYMAN’S  ORGANIZATION 
MAY  BE  FORMED 

Chicago  (RNS) — A  world  organ¬ 
ization  of  Methodist  laymen  may  be 
formed  during  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska,  -N. 
C-,  Sept.  3-5. 

Tentative  plans  with  this  aim  in 
view  were  announced  here  by  Rob- 
ert  F.  Mayfield,  general  secretary 
°f  the  Methodist'  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities. 

He  said  laymen  from  various 
countries  attending  the  conference 
wdl  hold  special  meetings  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  possibility  of  establishing 
such  an  organization, 
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SE  Jurisdiction 
Consecrates 
-  Two  Bishops 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (RNS) — 
Dr.  Bachman  G.  Hodge  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  and  Dr.  Nolan  B.  Har¬ 
mon  of  New  York,  were  consecrated 
bishops  of  The  Methodist  Church 
at  the  fifth  quadrennial  conference 
here  of  the  denomination’s  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction. 

Bishop  Hodge,  pastor  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga’s  Centenary  church,  succeeds 
Bishop  Clare  Purcell  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  and  Bishop  "Harmon, 
book  editor  of  Cokesbury  Press,  re¬ 
places  Bishop  Costen  J.  Harrell  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Conference  delegates  adopted  a 
statement  of  its  College  of  Bishops 
defending- the  denomination’s  juris¬ 
dictional  system,  composed  of  one 
Negro  and  five  geographical  groups. 

The  delegates  agreed  that  region¬ 
al  divisions  in  the  present  jurisdic¬ 
tional  system  protect  the  rights  of 
minorities  and  “preserve  the  spir¬ 
itual^  graces  and  varied  cultural 
heritages  'of  the  regions.”  They 
voted  to  “look  with  disfavor  on  any 
proposals  that  would  radically 
change  our  jurisdictional  plan.” 

Earlier,  the  bishops’  statement 
had  called  the  system  “essential  to 
the  highest  welfare  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 

Two  Negro  Methodist  bishops 
urged  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
to  work  for  closer  relations  between 
whites  and  Negroes  to  ease  mount¬ 
ing  racial  tensions. 

They  were  Bishop  J.  W.  E.  Bowen 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  a  ,member  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  (Negro),  and 
Bishop  J.  Claude  Allen  of  Gary, 
Ind.,  representing  the  Christian 
Methodist  Church,  a  Negro  body. 
Both  addressed  the  jurisdiction’s 
fifth  quadrennial  conference  here. 

Bishop  Bowen  told  the  conference 
that  “on  the  local  level,  we  need  a 
better  understanding  in  order  to  be 
prepared  against  sudden  emergen¬ 
cies— and  I  think  you  know  what 
I’m  talking  about.” 

Bishop  Allen  said  “the  Church 
must  lead  the  way  in  better  race 
relations.”  He  asked  that  Meth¬ 
odists  aid  the  Negro  “as  he  seeks  to 
come  Into  the  full  inheritance  of 
his  American  heritage.” 

Commenting  on  a  proposed  a- 
mendment  to  the  Methodist  consti¬ 
tution  on  integration,  Bishop  Bow, en 
said  “there  is  absolutely  no  basis 
for  fear  that  Negroes  are  just  wait¬ 
ing  to  rush  int6  white  churches.  As 
long  as  there  are  Negro  preachers 
there  are  going  Jo  be  Negro  con¬ 
gregations.” 

The  constitutional  amendment, 
endorsed  by  the  Methodist  General 
Conference  in  April,  sets  up  pro¬ 
cedures  for  the  gradual  dissolution 
of  the  Central  Jurisdiction  and  the 
integration  of  its  churches,  on  a 
voluntary  basis,  with  existing 
geographical  jurisdictions. 

One  fundamental  reason  why  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  favors  the 
amendment,  the  bishop  added,  is 
“the  human  desire  to  get  out  from 
under  restriction.”  ' 

D.  Stewart  Patterson,  general 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Military  Camp  Activities, 
told  the  conference  that  “the  great¬ 
est  educational  force  in  American 
life  today  is  not  the  Church,  it  is 


Peace  Prayers  Offered 
At  Atomic  Bomb  Site 

Trinity  Site,  N.  Mex.  (RNS) — 
More  than  2,000  Protestants, 
Roman  Catholics  and  Jews  pray¬ 
ed  here  for  world  peace  and  for 
God’s'  guidance  in  the  construct¬ 
ive  use  of  the  atom. 

They  held  separate  services  on 
the  exact  spot  where  the  first 
atomic  bomb  was  exploded  11 
years  ago,  three  weeks  before 
nuclear  warfare  was  unleashed 
over  Japan. 


Chinese  Protestants  Ordered  to 
Fight  “Counter-Revolutionaries” 

Hong  Kong  (RNS)— Chinese  Protestants  have  been  told  by  the  Com¬ 
munists  they  must  join  wholeheartedly  in  “the  struggle  against  counter¬ 
revolutionaries,”  especially  within  their  own  ranks.  . 

The  demand  was  made  at  a  gathering  of  2,500  Protestants  organized 
at  Shanghai  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  religious  affairs  department  of 

the  municipal  people’s  council.  .  ,  .  „  • _ 

A  report  on  the  meeting  appeared  in  the  Shanghai  newspaper  Wen 

Hui  Pao,  copies  of  which  were  received  here. 

_ According  to  the  paper,  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  called  to  hear  a  report  on 
a  “counter-revolutionary  clique” 
which  police  authorities  had  al¬ 
legedly  found  operating  secretly  at 
the  Christian  assembly  hall  in 
Shanghai  under  the  leadership  of 
a  Protestant  layman  named  Ni  Hsi 
Sheng. 

Deputy  Mayor  Hsu  Chien  Kuo 
told  the  Protestants  that  the  break¬ 
ing  up  of  the  clique  had  “marked 
another  big  victory  of  the  Shanghai 
people.”  He  said  it  followed  the 
smashing  of  a  similar  group  which 
had  operated  from  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  mission  in  Shanghai. 

Hsu  told  the  meeting  that  the 
Communist  regime  guarantees  re¬ 
ligious  and  civic  freedom  to  all  cit¬ 
izens,  “but  will  not  tolerate  coun¬ 
ter-revolutionaries  using  religion  to 
cover  up  their  sabotage  activities.” 

He  said  the  Chinese  Protestants 
must  eliminate  from  their  midst 
any  trace  of  “ideological  poison 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the 
state  and  people,”  and  must  become 
“truly  patriotic.” 

The  deputy  mayor  said  the  gov¬ 
ernment  would  give  “disloyal”  ele¬ 
ments  time '  to  think  over  their 
“crimes,”  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  confess,  repent,  and  begin  a 
new  life. 

Meanwhile,  he  added,  loyal  Prot¬ 
estants  must  continue  courageously 
to  expose  all  such  “crimes”  which 
come  to  their  attention. 

Hsu  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
struggle  against  counter-revolution¬ 
ary  elements  was  “only  beginning.” 
He  said  “we  will  carry  on  until 
complete  victory  is  achieved.” 

According  to  the  Shanghai  news¬ 
paper,  many  of  those  attending  the 
"meeting  took  the  platform  to  de¬ 
nounce  the  alleged  counter-revolu¬ 
tionary  cliques,  especially  for  their 
efforts  to  influence  young  people 
against  the  Communist  regime. 

Others  who  wanted  to  speak  were 
prevented  by  lack  of  time.  They 
were  told  they  would  have  their 
turn  at  later  meetings. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over 
by  Lo  Chu  Feng,  director  of  the 
Shanghai  religious  affairs  depart¬ 
ment. 


Church  Musicians 
Form  Organization 

Church  musicians  met  at  Wil¬ 
liams  Bay,  Wis.,  July  8-13  and 
formed  a  new  organization  called 
the  National  Fellowship  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Musicians.  It  is  made  up  of 
choir  directors,  Qrganists,  and  others 
interested  in  improving  church 
music. 

The  objectives  of  the  Fellowship 
as  outlined  in  the  constitution  are 
to  contribute  to  the  spiritual  growth 
of  children,  youth  and  adults  by 
creating  more  interest  in  worship 
and  sacred  music  and  to  lift  the 
level  of  music  in  The  Methodist 
Church.  Encouragement  will  be 
given  to  the  composition  of  new 
sacred  music,  and  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  seminaries  and  colleges  will 
be  urged  to  put  greater  emphasis 
on  training  in  sacred  music  and 
worship. 

Officers  of  the  new  organization 
are:  president — Cecil  E.  Lapo,  min¬ 
ister  of  music  at  St.  Luke’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Oklahoma  City;  vice- 
president — Prof.  William  Rice,  head 
of  the  department  of  music,  Baker 
University,  Baldwin,  Kan.;  and  sec¬ 
retary — the  Rev.  Carlton  Young, 
minister  of  music,  Trijnjty  Methodist 
Church,  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Dr. 
Austin  Lovelace,  professor  in  Gar¬ 
rett  Biblical  Institute  and  minister 
of  music  at  First  Methodist  Church,  . 
both  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  headed  the 
organization  committee  -and  will 
continue  as  a  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee. 

Preliminary  plans  for  such  a 
group  were  made  last  year  at  a 
similar  meeting  at  Estes  Park,  Colo. 
This  organization  is  related  admin¬ 
istratively  to  the  General  Board  of 
Education  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  A  full 
time  staff  member  to  head  the 
group’s  work  and  an  editor  for  a 
proposed  magazine  will  be  chosen 
soon. 
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not  the  school,  it  is  the  military.” 

“More  youths  are  graduated  from 
military  establishments  and  return¬ 
ed  to  civilian  life  than  from  all  the 
colleges  and  universities  combined,” 
he  said.  “If  we  are  concerned  for 
the  future,  we  had  better  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  happens  to  our 
youth  in  military  service.’^  he  add¬ 
ed. 


Rabbis  Report  Soviets 
Threaten  Judiasm 

New  York  (RNS) — Three  Amer¬ 
ican  rabbis  who  visited  the  Soviet; 
Union  reported  here  that  the  Jew¬ 
ish  faith  is  threatened  with  extinc¬ 
tion  there.  But  they  said  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Jews  is  somewhat  better 
now  than  two  years  ago. 

The  clergymen  are  Rabbis  Eman¬ 
uel  Rackman  of  Far  Rockaway,  N. 
Y.,  president  of  the  New  York 
Board  of  Rabbis;  Morris  N.  Kertzer 
of  Rockvillg  Center,  N.  Y.,  secretary 
of  the  board;  and  David  I.  Goloven- 
sky  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  its  vice- 
president. 

They  were  members  of  two  rab¬ 
binical  delegations  that  left  in  June 
for  a  visit  of  several  weeks  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain.  The  other  rabbis 
are  still  in  the  Soviet  Union  or  its 
satellite  countries. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


MASTERING-PAIN  '  * 

There  is  no  trait  which  evokes  more  admiration  in  our  time  than 
that  of  masterfulness.  And  there  is  no  achievement  of  which  we  can  more 
rightfully  boast  than  our  increasing  mastery  of  the  material  things  around 
us. 

Truly  it  would  seem  that  we  are  fulfilling  the 
Biblical  promise  of  the  Creator  that  man  should  have 
dominion"  over  the  earth.  And  now  scientists  predict 
travel  to  the  moon  within  twenty-five  years. 

But  with  all  our  mastery  of  the  movable  factors 
around  us,  are  we  improving  our  self-mastery  when  we 
confront  the  immovable  obstacles  of  life?  Has  our  ef¬ 
ficient  age  of  science  so  accustomed  us  to  getting 
things  done  by  quick  mechanical  means  that  w^  are 
at  a  loss  when  all  we  can  do  is  to  stand  and  take  it? 

Let  us  consider  one  of  life’s  immovables,  pain.  Be¬ 
fore  we  call  pain  one  of  life’s  immovables,  we  should 
recall  how  much  pain  has  been  removed  through  the  healing  art  and 
scientific  prevention.  “The  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to”  were  far  more  num¬ 
erous  in  the  days  of  Shakespeare  than  now.  Man  has  learned  to  quiet 
nerves  with  sedatives,  to  make  us  oblivious  of  the  surgeon’s  knife  through 
anaesthetics,  to  stop  the  ravages  of  disease. 

And  there  are  no  doubt  many  new  frontiers  of  advance  ip  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  pain.  No  longer  should  we  blindly  drift  into  disease  and  disaster, 
then  piously  call  them  the  will  of  God. 

When  we  neglect  the  principles  of  health  and  fall  sick,  or  when  we 
neglect  efforts  for  peace  and  get  into  war,  it  is  blasphemy  to  blame  the 
suffering  on  God.  God  holds  us  responsible  for  using  all  our  resources  to 
ward  off  accident,  disease,  disaster  and  death. 

Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  our  best  efforts  there  is  bound  to  be  some 
pain  of  which  we  all  get  a  share,  Love,  the  most  beautiful  thing  in  life, 
carries  in  it  the  possibilities  of  intense  pain,  caused  by  either  anxiety, 


abuse,  or  death.  Every  extension  of  love  and  friendship  enlarges  our  ex 
posure  to  the  possibilities  of  pain.  ’  ^ 

What  help  can  we  get  from  God  in  mastering  irremovable  pain? 

Well,  we  can  acquire  a  better  sportsmanship  in  our  attitude.  Do  we 
not  have  to  admit  that  most  of  us  make  more  commotion  over  littie 
hurts  than  over  serious  ones?  How  commonly  we  advertise  our  slight  dis¬ 
orders  which  nobody  sees  and  make  light  oi  the  serious  injuries. 

Let  a  husband  sprain  his  wrist  while  helping  move  the  piano  and 
repeatedly  he  calls  his  wife’s  attention  to  his  discomfort!  But  let  her  come 
to  visit  him  in  the  hospital  where  he  lies  after  an  almost  fatal  accident 
and  he  quiets  her  outbursts  of  sympathy  as  if  his  injury  were  trivial. 

Does  not  this  attitude  suggest  that  much  of  our  attention  to  pain  is 
duetto  our  desire  to  seek  the  sympathy  of  others?  Most  of  us  must  admit 
that'  we  do  not  show  very  good  sportsmanship  in  mastering  our  minor 
pains. 

Another  secret  in  the  mastery  of  pain  is  the  use  of  the  imagination. 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson  in  1893  wrote  that  for  fourteen  years  he  had  not 
had  one  day  of  real  health.  Though  racked  with  pain  he  wrote  the  books 
which  boys  still  read,  such  as  “Treasure  Island.” 

Even  when  he  became  so  ill  that  his  doctors  forbade  him  to  talk  or 
write,  he  tried  to  dictate  in  sign  language  the  conclusion  of  the  book  he 
was  writing.  He  turned  the  stream  of  his  thoughts  into  the  bright,  active 
world  until  his  darkened  room  ceased  to  exist'  for  him  during  long 
periods  of  time. 

Also,  God  can  transform  our  pain  into  power,  as  he  did  for  Saint 
Paul.  Paul  had  a  physical  affliction  which  he  prayed  to  have  cured.  God 
did  not  remove  it  but  He  did  say  to  Paul,  “My  grace  is  sufficient',  for  you, 
for  my  power  is  made  perfect  in  weakness.”  Having  discovered  this,  Paul 
said:  “I.  am  content  with  weaknesses,  insults,  hardships,  persecutions  and 
calamities,  for  when  I  am  weak,  then  I  am  strong.” 

Pain  and  adversity  may  ^erve  us  as  the  headwind  serves  ythe  pilot. 
The  headwind  may  slow  the  planes  speed,  but  the  pilot  must  head  into 
it  if  he  wants  to  take  off  the  ground. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference 
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THE  RIO  GRANDE  CONFERENCE 
RETREAT 

A  few  days  ago  the  Lay  Leader  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  invited  me  down  to  Kerr- 
ville,  Texas  to  speak  to  the  laymen  at  their 
annual  Retreat.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
Mount  Wesley,  a  beautiful  Methodist  camp  sit¬ 
uated  in  the  hills  about  65  miles  west  of  San 
Antonio.  Mount  Wesley  has  been  in  operation 
over  30' years  and  now  has  a  number  of  fine 
buildings.  Probably  the  most  beautiful  build¬ 
ing  there  is  the  little  chapel  which  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  congregation  in  the  United  States. 

Many  Methodists  do  not  know  that  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  is  entirely  a  Latin-Ameri- 
can  conference.  Also,  we  often  make  the  mis¬ 
take  of  calling  all  our  ^atin-Americah  friends 
Mexicans.  This  is  wrong.  Many  of  these  people 
can  trace  their  ancestry  entirely  to  their  Euro¬ 
pean  background.  Their  forefathers  have  held 
land  in  this  “country  long  before  it  was  a  na¬ 
tion.  One  of  the  good  friends  whom  I  met  there, 
told  me  that  his  family  has  held  land  in  what 
is  now  Texas  for  over  300  years.  These  people 
are  certainly  as  much  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  any  one  of  us  can  claim,  and  many 
can  trace  their  citizenship  here  a  great  deal 
farther  back  than  most  of  us  can.  Probably 
the  greatest  peculiarity  is  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  held  onto  a  number  of  their  old- 
world  customs  for  so  many  years.  One  of  them 
is  to  speak  both  Spanish  and  English.  They  do 
it  with  great  ease. 

They  have  done  a /fine  job  of  establishing 
churches  for  their  people,  and  it  is  good  be¬ 
cause  large  numbers  of  them  have  no  active 
church  relationship.  Also,  their  districts  are 
spread  out  over  many  square  miles,  and  it  is 
quite  a  problem  to  reach  many  communities. 
But  one  notes  an  enthusiastic  irfterest  in  their 
work  of  expanding  the  kingdom  among  their 
people. 

We  who  are  of  Anglo-Saxon  descent  owe  a 
large  obligation  to  these  friends  to  the  south¬ 
west.  It  might  surprise  many  Methodists  to 
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Circuit' 
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THERE  IS  A  PRICE  TO  FULL  FREEDOM 

There  is  a  price  to  be  paid  for  obtaining  free¬ 
dom.  There  is  a  continuous  price  for  remain¬ 
ing  free.  And  the  cost  includes  diligence  in 
labor,  alertness  to  the  understanding  of  one’s 
fellows,  eagerness  in  service  to  others,  passion 
for  the  doing  of  justice  and  the  righting  of 
wrongs.  In  far  wider  areas  than  the  political 
was  Abraham  Lincoln  right  in  his  admonition, 
“In  giving  freedom  to  the  slave,  we  assure  free¬ 
dom  to  the  free.”  Freedom,  in  a  word,  is  the 
totality  of  a  number  of  spirit-born  qualities. 
Paul,  in  chains,  was  more  free  than  his  captors. 

It  has  often  been  pointed  out  that  it  takes 
less  effort  to  be  a  slave  than  to  live  a  freeman. 
The  slave,  bound  to  a  master,  literally  need 
take  no  thought  for  the  morrow.  The  master 
must  feed  and  clothe  and  shelter  the  slave  — 
otherwise  valuable  property  is  lost.  The  slave 
has  no  concern  for  social  security  or  taxes,  or 
insurance,  or  for  a  multitude  of  other  items  that 
“bother”  the  average  freeman:  the  master 
takes  cares  and  headaches  to  himself.  Chances 
are  the  slave,  free  from  worry,  will  outlive  the 
master,  fretted  and  ulcered  in  providing  for  the 
slave’s  daily  needs. 

Yet  what  slave  would  not  break  his  bonds, 
or  buy  his  freedom,  were  he  able!  There  have, 
of  course,  been  some  slaves  so  deadened  by 
their  lack  of  personal  responsibility  that  they 
have  beerr  unable  to  muster  the '  courage  to 
face  and  profit  by  freedom.  Inevitably,  after 
’any  wide-scale  emancipation  of  slaves,  there 
has  been  real  suffering  by  some  who  have 
missed  the  ministration  of  former  masters:  some 
have  even  returned  to  a  serfdom  akin  to  slave- 


know  that,  aside  from  us  who  are  mostly  Ang¬ 
lo-Saxon  in  national  background,  the  Latin  A- 
merican  Methodists  constitute  the  largest  nat¬ 
ional  group  in  world  Methodism.  Therefore  we 
should  try  to  know  a  lot  more  about  these 
friendly  neighbors  who  are  still  very  much  in 
the  minority.  It  would  pay  many  young  Metho¬ 
dists  to  learn  to  speak  Spanish,  and  to  become 
better  informed  on  the  work  of  Methodism 
among  these  good  folk. 


ry.  Ogcassionally  we  read  of  a  similar  situation 
when  a  prisoner  has  been  released  from  a  long¬ 
time  sentence:  fearful  of  facing  a  life  of  re¬ 
sponsible  freedom  —  unwilling  or  probably  un¬ 
able  to  pay  the  price  of  freedom  —  he  knocks 
on  the  jail  door  for  re-admittance.  But  the 
great  majority  of  us  cherish  freedom,  though 
we  often  seem  petulant  or  irked  at  the  price 
we  must  continue  to  pay  for  it. 

But  human  slavery  to  a  master-owner  (now 
happily  ended  in  most  of  the  world)  and  in¬ 
carceration  within  stone  walls  are  not  the  only 
forms  of  bondage  from  whiph  man  must  pay  a 
price  to  be  free  —  and  to  remain  free.  Indeed, 
man^can  lose  a  part  of  his  freedom  and  become 
a  part-slave  by  so  many  careless,  or  indiffer¬ 
ent,  or  selfish  acts  and  attitudes  that  few  of  us 
are  “free  as  Nature  first  made  man,  Ere  the 
base  laws  of  servitude  began.”  It  is  easy  — 
far  too  easy  —  to  fall  into  slavery  to  conformi¬ 
ty:  it  is  far  easier  to  “go  along  with”  the  ma¬ 
jority,  to  follow  the  wellz-trodden  down-hill 
path,  than  to  think,  and  plan,  and  work  nearer 
truth  and  justice,  to  climb  the  unmarked  way 
to  the  sun-drenched  cloudless  summit.  It  is 
easy  to  fall  into  slavery  td  hate  and  greed  and 
physical  contention:  it .  takes  far  more  effort, 
far  more  self-mastery,  and  it  is  probably  a  far 
more  lonesome  road  to  substitute  love  for  hate, 
generous  and  self-denying  service  for  greed, 
understanding  and  self-negation  and  peace  for 
the  struggles  of  war,  hot  or  cold.  It  is  easy  — 
indeed,  supremely  difficult  to  avoid  in  this  our 
age  —  falling  into  slavery  to  things.  We  are  so 
gadget-conscious  that*  economists  tell  us,  we 
in  America  spend  half  our  income  on  things  we 
don’t  really  need,  we  waste  almost  half  our 
natural  resources,  and  we  show  relatively  little 
concern  for  the  needs  of  the  world’s  have-nots: 
we  are  slaves  to  things. 

We,  in  America,  boast  that  we  are  a  free 
people;  and  we  are,  politically  speaking.  But 
we  can  maintain  political  freedom  only  hy 
remaining  equally  free  in  other  areas  of  life 
and  action.  We  can  remain  'politically  fref  only 
as  we  remain  free  from  conformity,  free  from 
hate  and  greed  and  strife,  free  from  the  domi¬ 
nation  of  “things.”  The  question  then  is,  Do  we 
have  the  moral  and  spiritual  resources  neces¬ 
sary  to  secure  and  maintain  these  basic  free¬ 
doms?  There  is  a  continuing  price  to  pay  f°r 
these  freedoms  —  but  they  are  worth  iB 
James  Russell  Lowell  knew  it: 

“They  are  slaves  who  dare  to  speak 

For  the  fallen  and  the  weak  .  .  . 

They  are  slaves  who  dare  not  be 

In  the  right  with  two  or  three.” 
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B  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  has' said:  . 

“When  our  Lord  said,  ‘I  am  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost,’  He  uttered  a  challenge  which  has  continued  through  the 
centuries. 

“At  no  time  in  the  history  of  The  Methodist  Church  have  we  had  a 
finer  program  of  evangelism  than  today;  but  at  no  time  during  the  life  of 
our  Church  has  there  been  a  greater  need  for  a  dynamic  emphasis  on  this 
fundamental  phase  of  the  work  of  the  Church.  We  see  constantly  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  hunger  of  people  for  God. 

“If  we  are  alert  to  our  responsibility,  the  Christian  gospel  can  be  ex¬ 
perienced  by  literally  millions  of  people.  I  am  inspired  to  know  of ,  the  ex¬ 
cellent  plans  that  have  been  developed  by  our  evangelistic  leaders.” 

We  appreciate  this  excellent  and  timely  statement  from  our  chief  pas¬ 
tor  .He  uses  some  striking  words:  “challenge,”  “dynamic  emphasis,”  “fund¬ 
amental,”  “hunger,”  “gospel,”  and  “experience.”  " 

All  of  the  members  and  pastors  of  the  churches  m  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  are  in  the  same  relation  to  Bishop  Martin  that  the  members  of  a 
local  church  are  to  their  pastor.  All  of  us,  as  Bishop  Martin’s  members,  must 
respond  to  his  challenge.  In  the  area  of  evangelism,  we  are  failing  him  We 
have  not  been  true  to  our  Methodist  tradition.  More  important,  we  have 

failed  the  Lord.  , 

Repentance  is  the  essential  prerequisite  of  an  awakening.  Yet,  where 

in  the  Church  do  we  hear  the  call  to  repentance? 

We  have  been  visited  byjthe  judgment  of  God.  A  declining  membership 
is  His  judgment.  A  record  in  stewardship  that  puts  us  way  down  the  list 
among  denominations  is  His  judgment.  A  persistently  acute  shortage  in 

ministers  is  His  judgment-  .  ,  ,  ,  ' 

Be  honest;  these  facts  cannot  be  covered  up  with  glowing  words.  Par¬ 
enthetically,  we  ought  to  quit  using  so  frequently  words  such  as  greatest 
year.”  They  are  cliches’.  This  is  not  to  suggest  that  we  are  unmindful  of 
what  Christ,  the  Head,  is  doing  through  His  Church. 

Christ  loved  the  Church  and  gave  Himself  for  her,  but  He  recognized 
that  some  limbs  needed  to  be  pruned.  That’s  a  painful  process,  but  it  makes 
the  plant  productive.  The  establishment  of  right  foundations  in  spirit,  mind 
and  organization  is  most  difficult,  but  it  must  be  done,  and  it  will  be  done, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  if  we  love  His  Church. 

Methodism  was  born  in  God-consciousness.  The  last  words  of  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley  were:  “The  best  of  ajl  —  God  is  with  us.”  For  Methodism  to  have  a 
vitality  that  will  attract  the  multitudes  of  unsaved,  she  must  recover  this 
characteristic.  We  must  emphasize  the  experience  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as 
well  as  Jesus  the  Savior  and  God  the  Father.  ; 

What  is  the  mind  of  God  with  reference  to  Methodism?  God  used  this 
Church  mightily  in  reaching  the  frontier.  Methodism  .was  an  integral  part 
of  the  frontier.  We  lagged  behind  nothing:  we  outgrew  the  population. 
Lately,  our  percentage  growth  hasn’t  been  as  large  as  the  percentage  in 
the  population  and  many  other  denominations.  . 

Has  God  changed  His  mind  about  Methodism?  We  don  t  believe  so. 
Methodism  must  know  her  mind:  she  must  depend,  finally,  and  alone,  on 
God.  Only  God  can  help  us.  Only  He  can  empower  us.  Only  He  can  save 
the  lost.  With  the  acceptance  of  this  stark  fact,  God  will  speak  through 
Methodism. 

This  dependence  doesn’t  mean  that  we  are  going  to  do  less  than  other¬ 
wise.  It  means  that  we  are  going  to  do  more  work  harder,  and,  to  use  the 
Bishop’s  term,  on  the  fundamental  aspect.  But  all  that  we  do  must  be  as  an 
offering  to  God  that  He  may  use  it  to  bring  about  the  redemption  of  men. 

It  is  in  this  vein  that  we  lift  up  some  of  the  emphases  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism  this  year. 

1.  Make  joining  the  Church  more  meaningful.  Being  a  member  and  a 
disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  are  the  same  thing.  J esus  must  be  lifted  up 
and  kept  central.  The  Ritual  of  The  Methodist  Church  does  this. 

Prospective  members  must  be  told  in  a  class  or  individually,  in  no  un¬ 
certain  terms,  what  membership  —  discipleship  means.  They’ll  appreciate^ 
this;  their  response  will  be  wholehearted.  People  want  their  all  command¬ 
ed:  Christ  and  the  Church  do  that.  They  should  be  told  what  it  means  to 


uphold  the  Church  by  prayer,  attendance,  gifts,  and  service. 

As  a  rule,  the  only  valid  membership  is  one  placed  in  the  Church  where 
one  lives,  with  that  being  done  immediately  after  one'  has  moved.  Members 
who  move  their  letters  and  put  themselves  into  the  life  of  their  new 
Church,  though  it  is  different,  necessarily,  from  the  one  they  have  known, 
are  good  Methodists  —  Disciples. 

2.  Pastors  and  lkymen  must  becorpe  evangelistic  minded.  Listen,  the 
Methodist  Church,  as  a  Church,  has  the*  most  capable  laymen  in  this  section 
of  the  State.  They  are  able,  understanding,  experienced.  They  are  willing. 
Turn  this  tremendous  potential  loose  in  bearing  witness  to  Christ,  in  lifting 
Him  up,  and  He  will  draw  men  to  Him  in  The  Methodist  Church.  Let  this 
group  be  blessed  with  a  compassion  for  souls,  with  a  care  for  others  because 
of  the  love  of  Christ,  and  many  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  unreached  will 
turn  again. 

3.  Specifically,  two  District  wide  evangelistic  endeavors  are  scheduled 
for  this  Conference  year:  the  Hope  District  Preaching  Revivals,  led  by  the 
Rev.  R.  B.  Moore,  Superintendent,  December  2-9;  the  Arkadelphia  District 
United  Evangelistic  Mission  (Preaching  and  Visitation),  led  by  the  Rev.  T. 
T.  McNeal,  Superintendent,  January  27-February  3.  These  two  ministers, 
especially  have  the  prayers  of  us  all. 

4.  Continuing  the  emphasis  on  prayer,  the  Board  will  aid  the  Camden 
District  and  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart,  Superintendent,  in  a  Prayer  Retreat  March 
11-12,  1957.  Dr.  Thomas  Carruth,  consecrated  and  able  member  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism,  will  be  the  leader. 

5.  A  School  of  Evangelism  for  young  pastors  in  the  Conference  will  be 
held  at  Tanako  October  8-10.  They  will  study  pertinent  subjects  and  meth¬ 
ods  in  evangelism,  culminating  with  a  presentation  by  Bishop  Martin  on 
“Communicating  the  Grace  of  God.” 

6.  Every  quarter,  there  will  appear  with  the  financial  statement  in 
^Arkansas  Methodist ”  a  report  from  each  Church  on  the  number  of  addi¬ 
tions  by  Vow  and  Certificate.  The  reports  will  be  cumulative.  The  first  will 
be  mailed  to  the  Superintendents  September  1. 

7.  The  Mt.  Sequoyah  School  of  Evangelism,  for  pastors  and  laymen, 
will  be  held  July  28-August  3.  To  encourage  their  attendance,  the  Board 
will  pay  mileage  for  two  cars  of  laymen  from  each  district.  Districts  and 
local  churches  should  encourage  laymen  to  go’  by  providing  the  other  ex¬ 
penses,  if  necessary.  District  Directors  of  Evangelism  and  Board  officers 
will  attend  the  National  Conference  on  Evangelism  in  Evanston,  Illinois 
November  8-14.  In  meetings  held  in  each  district,  local  church  chairmen 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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REV.  ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Cqnference 
Lay  Leader  was  the  gqest  speaker  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Sunday, 
July  15.  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck  is  pastor. 

EV.  FRED  SCHWENDIMANN,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs, 
was  the  guest  preacher  in  revival  services  at 
the  Tangipahoa  Methodist  Church,  July  2-8.  Rev. 
Angus  Lee  Carruth  is  pastor  at  Tangipahoa. 

OBERT  P.  LAY,  Lay  Leader  of  the.  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Curtis  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Bossier  City,  Tuesday  evening, 
July  17.  Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne  is  pastor. 

CHURCH  PICNIC  to  be  held  at  Caney  Lake 
Methodist  Camp  is  being  planned  by  the 
members  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden. 
The  date  for  the  picnic  is  August  5  at  5:00  p.m. 
Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson  is  pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  FRANK  STAGE  were  hon¬ 
ored  on  Sunday  night,  July  1,  with  an  old 
time  “pounding”  by  members  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Kinder  after  the  regular  Sunday 
night  services.  Brother  Stage  is  now  serving  this 
church. 

DR.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  Superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Home-Hospital  in  New -Orleans, 
was  the  guest  speaker  to  the  combined  adult 
classes  of  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Sunday,  July  22.  Rev.  Ira  W.  Flow¬ 
ers  is  pastor. 

REV.  LLOYD  A.  FOREMAN  was  the  guest 
preacher  for  the  identical  morning  worship 
services  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
Sunday,  July  15.  Rev.  Mr.  Foreman  is  a  former 
associate  pastor  of  this  church  and  is  now  a 
student  in  ’ the  Boston  School  of  Theology. 

R.  VIRGIL  D.  MORRIS,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  New  Orleans  District,  will  speak 
to  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Algiers 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Thursday  night, 
August  9.  The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
cljurch  will  be  held  following  the  meeting.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Matthews,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

EV.  JIMMIE  J.  CARAWAY,  pastor  of  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  will  be  the  guest  preacher  in  a  series 
of  revival  services  at  the  Evergreen  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Carl  Lipe  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Evergreen  Church.  Services  are  being  held  each 
evening  Sunday  through  Friday,  July  22-2*7. 

EV.  AND  MRS.  EDDIE  MORGAN  were  hon¬ 
ored  with  a  surprise  grocery  shower,  Satur¬ 
day  night,  July  7,  by  members  of  the  Quitman 
Methodist  Church.  A  kitchen  shower  for  the 
parsonage  was  given  July  2  in  preparation  for 
the  arrival  of  Brother  and  Mrs.  Morgan,  who 
have  recently  married.  Brother  Morgan  is  pastor 
on  the  Quitman-Center  Point  Charge. 

OBERTA  JACKSON,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Robert  M.  Jackson  of  Many,  has  been 
awarded  the  R.  M.  Danifels  Scholarship  to 
Centenary  College  for  the  1956-57  school  year. 
The  scholarship,  which  carries  a  valuation  of 
$250,  is  presented  each  year  to  an  outstanding 
student  by  R.  M.  Daniels,  prominent  Shreveport 
businessman. 

EV.  PAUL  CASSELS,  pastor  of  the  Shongaloo 
and  Whitehall  Methodist  Churches,  was  the 
guest  preacher  for  revival  services  at  the  Col¬ 
quitt  Methodist  Church  on  the  Haynesville 
Charge,  July  9-14.  The  pastor,  Rev.  J.  H.  Mid- 
yett,  has  announced  that  the  new  air-condition¬ 
ing  in  the  church  was  in  operation  for  the  first 
time  during  the  revival. 

EV.  TROY  GARRETT,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Choudrant,  is  the  guest 
preacher  for  revival  services  at  the  Douglas 
Methodist  Church,  Choudrant,  July  23-July  29. 
Rev.  George  P.  Goodwin,  pastor  of  the  church 
has  announced  that  morning  and  evening'  serv¬ 
ices  Will  be  held  daily,  with  the  first  half  hour 
of  the  service  each  evening  being  devoted  to  a 
period  for  the  young  people. 

age  Eight 


THE  COLORED  EDITION  of  the  film,  “Far 
From  Alone”  was  shown  at  the  7:30  evening 
wox’ship  hour  at  the  David  Haas  Menforial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Bunkie,  July  22.  The  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  the  church  had  charge  of 
the  service.  Dorothy  Ellen  McIntyre  presided 
at  the  service.  John  Pierce  gave  the  evening 
prayer  and  Janel  Blalock  read  the  scripture  les¬ 
son. 

REV.  JAMES  B.  GR AMBLING,  pastor  of  the 
Logansport  Methodist  Church  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  evening  services  at  the  church 
will  be  held  on  the  lawn  between  the  church 
and  the  educational  building  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  The  hour  of  the  service  has  been  advanced 
to  start  at  7:15  p.m.  which  will  make  it  possible 
to  have  the  major  part  of  the  service  before 
dark.  '  \ 

SHELBY  SOUTHARD  of  Chicago,  editor  of 
The  Methodist  Layman,  is  spending  his  va¬ 
cation  this  summer  visiting  Methodist  and  other 
Piotestant  work  in  six  South  American  coun¬ 
tries.  His  impressions  and  experiences  will  be 
the  subject  of  material  he  will  write  for  his  own 
and  other  Methodist  and  secular  .-publications 
He  will  visit  Ecuador,  Peru,  Chile,  Argentina" 
Uruguay  and  Brazil. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  as  President  of  the 
Alexandria-Pineville  Ministerial  Associa¬ 
tion,  became  “editor”  of  the  Religious  Page  on 
KALB  T-V’s  '  Sunday  Journal,  Sunday,  July  15, 
and  will  serve  in  this  capacity  until  September 
when  he  completes  his  tenure  as  Ministerial 
President.  Dr.  Bowdon,  as  the  Editor,  presents 
each  Sunday  a  Minister,  Priest  or  Rabbi  with  a 
religious,  but  non-sectarian,  message. 

HOME-COMING  DAY  was  held  at  the  Live 
Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson,  Sunday, 
July  15.  Rev.  E.  L.  Tatum,  pastor,  of  the  Oak 
Grove  Methodist  Church  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  occasion.  J.  Z.  Underwood"  gave  the 
welcoming  address,  and  the  direction  of  the 
choir  was  under  Bob  Johnston.  A  “dinner  on 
the  ground”  was  enjoyed  following  the  eleven 
o’clqck  service. 

REV.  LAEL  JONES,  pastor  of  the  Mer  Rouge 
Methodist  Church  was  guest  preacher  at  the 
revival  services  at  the  Crew  Lake  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Oak  Ridge  Charge,  July  9-15. 
Morning  services  were  heM  Monday  through 
Friday,  and  evening  services  Monday  night 
through  the  following  night.  A  prayer  service 
preceded  each  service.  Franklin  Poole  directed 
the  singing  at  both  morning  and  night  services. 

REV.  J.  HENRY-BOWDON,  JR,  pastor  of  the 
Live  Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson,  will 
be  the  leader  in  a  Youth  Activities  Week  at  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Church  in  Bunkie,  July 
30-August  3.  The  young  people  of  the  churches 
in  the  surrounding  area  are  invited  to  attend. 
The  activities  each  evening  will  begin  at  7:00 
o’clock  and  will  include  a  supper  period,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  study  groups  and  recreational  and 
worship  periods. 

REV.  SAMUEL  P.  EMANUEL,  pastor  of  the 
Felicity-Castle  Manor  Charge,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  Sunday  School  sessions  began  at 
the  Castle  Manor  Church,  Sunday,  July  15.  Win¬ 
field  Purvis  will  serve  as  superintendent  of  the 
school.  Sunday  School,  as  well  as  the  worship 
services  are  being  held  in  the  Eastern  Gentilly 
Community  Hall.  A  “Charter  Day”  is  being 
planned  for  September  30,  at  which  time  all 
charter  members  will  be  recognized. 

W.  C.  HORNSEY  was  elected  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Other  of¬ 
ficers  are  as  follows:  Vice-president,  Irv  O’- 
Mara;  secretary,  Joe  Butterworth;  and  treasurer, 

O.  L.  Holmes.  The  summer  project  for  the  club 
is  building  tables,  chairs,  cabinets,  shelves,  bul¬ 
letin  and  blackboards  and  many  other  items  for 
the  .new  church  school  building.  Dr.  J.  B.  Kelley 
is  chairman  for  this  committee.  Rev.  J.  P.  Wood¬ 
land  is  pastor. 


THE  YOUNG  ADULT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CLASS  at  Curtis  .Park  Methodist  Church 
Bossier  City,  sponsored  a  “Hobo  Party”,  Friday 
night,  July  5.  The  parking  area  back  of  the 
church  was  made  into  a  hotyo  jungle  with  a 
make-shift  lean-to,  covered  With  brush  for  a 
background.  Food,  “mulligan  stew”,  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  a  huge  iron  wash  pot  by  Malcolm  Alex¬ 
ander.  Those  attending  brought  their  own  tin 
plate,  and  can  for  coffee.  The  hobo  costumes 
were  enjoyed  by  all  attending.  Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne 
is  pastor  at  Curtis  Park. 

REV.  CLEBURNE  QUAID  of  Simpson  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  the  plat¬ 
form  speaker  for  Youth  Activities  Week  of  Lake 
Charles.  This  interdenominational  program 
sponsored  by  the  YMCA,  was  held  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church.  The  theme  for  the  week  was 
“Youth  Looks  At  Itself”  or  “This  is  Your  Life”. 
The  nightly  subjects  were,  “Youth  Looks  at  It¬ 
self  in  a  New  Environment”,  “Youth  Faces  a 
World  Out  of  Control”,  “Youth  Reacts”,  and 
"Youth  Seeks  a  Practical  Way  Out”.  These  talks 
were  accompanied  by  worship  services  planned 
by  .  the  youth  of  Lake  Charles. 

THE  OFFICIAL  BOARD,  Woman’s  Socie.ty  of 
Christian  Service,  and  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Bunkie,  sponsored  a  reception  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  honoring  the  new  pastor,  Rev. 
Jimmie  J.  Caraway  and  his^  family  on  Sunday 
evening,  July  15,  immediately  following  the 
evening  worship  service.  Refreshments  were 
served  to  members  and  friends  of  the  church. 
The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  made  a 
contribution  for  eight  interest  shares  in  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers’  Homes.  y 

CHARLES  GOUTHIERE,  JR;,  slon  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Gouthiere  of  Shreveport,  is  the 
winner  of  the  Louisiana  Academy  of  Science 
scholarship  to  Centenary  College.  The  scholar- 
ship,  provided  by  the  college  and  awarded 
through  the  Academy,  carries  a  valuation  of 
more  than  $400  per  year  for  two  years  and  is 
awarded  to  a  student  who  has  made  an  outstand¬ 
ing  record*  in  the  field  Of  science.  Young  Gouthi¬ 
ere,  a  1956  graduate  of  Shreveport’s  Fair  Park 
High  School,  served  as  president  of  the  Cente¬ 
nary  chapter  of  the  Louisiana  Junior  Academy 
of  Science  last  yeai;.  He  also  was  active  in  the 
Science  Fair  held  at  Centenary  last  March. 

SIMPSON  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Lake 
Charles  has  begun  construction  on  its  second 
unit.  The  new  building  will  be  the  future  home 
of  the  Nursery  and  Kindergarten  Departments 
and  the  church  parlor.  It  has  4700  square  feet 
of  floor  space,  and  when  completed  and  furnish¬ 
ed  will  cost  about  $50,000.  Heating  and  air  con¬ 
ditioning  is  included.  Simpson  Church  will  ob¬ 
serve  her  second  anniversary  at  the  new  loca¬ 
tion,,  1611  Highway  14,  about  the  time  this  proj¬ 
ect  is  completed.  Besides  the  two  units  built 
in  these  two  years,  ,a  new  parsonage  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  furnished  in  the  amount  of  $18,000. 
Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  pastor,  reports -that  the 
church  has  grown  steadily  since  moving,  and 
that  plans  are  being  considered  for  the  third 
unit  to  be  completed  during  its  third  year  at 
this  new  location. 


HOPES  FOR  WORLD  LAYMAN’S 
ORGANIZATION 

Methodist  leaders  are  hoping  to  form  a 
world  organization  of  Methodist  laymen  during 
the  World  Methodist  Conference  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.  C.,  in  September. 

Tentative  plans  call  for  special  afternoon 
meetings  on  Sept.  3,  4  and  5  to  which  laymen 
from  the  various  countries  and  member  churches 
of  the  conference  would  be  invit,ed. 

Robert  G.  Mayfield  of  Chicago,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Lay  Activities, 
said  that  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  “to  ex¬ 
plore  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  world-wide 
organization  of  Methodist  men,  which  would  be 
representative  of  the  various  Methodist  bodies 
and  countries  that  participate  in  the  World 
Methodist  Conference.” 

Mr.  Mayfield  said  that  executives  of  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  are  assisting  in  ar¬ 
rangements  for  speakers,  most  of  whom  will  be 
outstanding  laymen. 
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150th  Anniversary 
Of  Louisiana 
Methodism 

The  150th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  Louisiana  Methodism  in 
Opelousas  will  be  re-enacted  when 
the  Louisiana  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  of  Opelousas  is  host  for  a 
state-wide  anniversary  program  on 
September  16-23.  It  .will  mark  the 
founding  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  the  state  with  the  organization 
of  the  local  church,  according  to 
the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton.  Bish¬ 
op  Paul  E.  Martin  will  preach  on 
Sunday  morning,  September  23, 
which  will  close  the  observance. 

Other  plans  for  the  celebration 
have  been  made  as  follows:  The 
celebration  will  >  open  on  Sunday 
night,  September  16,  with  district 
superintendents’  night  at  which  time 
Rev., ft.  R.  Branton,  present  district 
superintendent,  will  be  the  speaker. 
Monday  night  will  be  family  night; 
Tuesday,  music  night;  Wednesday 
pageant  night;  Thursday,  re-dedica¬ 
tion  night  and  Friday,  pastors’ 
night. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
NEWS 

Charles  A.  Hickcox,  dean  of 
students  at  Centenary  '  College,  has 
left  to  spend  his  vacation  with  his 
family  at  their  summer  home  in 
Newport,  Vt.  Mrs.  Hickcox  and 
sons,  Tommy,  Woodie  and  David, 
have  been  in  Vermont  since  early 
in  the  summer. 


Dr.  Ralph  White,  coordinator  of 
the  summer  exchange  program  at 
Centenary  College,  has  planned  a 
weekend  in  New  Orleans  for  the 
Latin  American  students  now 
studying  English  at  the  college.  In¬ 
ternational  House  will  direct  the 
program  of  entertainment  for  the 
group,  which  will  leave  Friday  and 
return  Sunday. 


Roberta  Jackson  of  Many  has 
been  awarded  the  R.  M.  Daniels 
Scholarship  to  Centenary  College 
for  the  1956-57  school  year.  The 
scholarship  was  established  by  the 
Shreveport  businessmen  for  an 
outstanding  student  who  is  in  fi¬ 
nancial  need.  This  year’s  winner  of^ 
the  $250  , grant  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Jackson 
and  the  sister  of  Mary  Pearl  Jack- 
son,  .  an  outstanding  student  at 
Centenary. 


Elizabeth  Jones  -of  Cleburne, 
Tex.,  is  the  first  winner  of  the 
Martha  Cappel  Memorial  Scholar¬ 
ship  at  Centenary  College.  Tj'he  a- 
ward  was  established  in  January, 
1956,  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Cappel 
of  Alexandria  in  memory  of  their 
daughter,  Martha,  who  was  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  in  1939. 
Miss  Jones,  Who  will  start  her 
sophomore  year  in  the  fall,  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  A. 
Jones. 


Edgar  Burks,  director  of  the 
evening  division  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  among  25  college  and  uni¬ 
versity  officials  to  spend  last  week¬ 
end  observing  the  ROTC  summer 
training  program  now  in  progress 
at  Fort  Hood,  Tex.  Twenty-three 
cadets  enrolled  in  the  advanced 
ROTC  course  at  Centenary  are  at¬ 
tending  the  summer  camp. 

\  • - 

The  annual  short  session  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  will  be  held  August 
10  through  31  this  year,  Dean  Le- 
r°y  Vogel  announced.  Mrs.  Faribee 
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NFW  UNIT  AT  SIMPSON  METHODIST  CHURCH 


The  unit  to  the  left  is  the  present 
sanctuary. 

The  architects  are  Dunn,  and 
Quinn.  The  drawing  of  the  church 
plant  was  made  by  the  pastor. 


The  unit  to  the 


addition  being  made  to  the  Simpson 
Methodist  Church  at  Lake  Charles. 
It  comes  24  feet  to  the  front  and 


feet  deep.  The  front  will  be  the 
future  parlor  and  the  back  will 
house  the  Nursery  and  Kindergar- 
^  ten  Departments,  according  to  the 
nastor.  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid. 


Parker  Self  will  teach  a  course  in 
higher  algebra,  and  Dr.  W.  F.  Pledg¬ 
er  will  offer  a  Bible  course  in  the 
study  of  the  Old  Testament.  Each 
course  will  carry  three  hours  of 
academic  credit,  and  classes  will 
meet  from  8  a.m.  to  11  a.m.  daily, 
Monday  through  Friday. 


Mexican  and  Latin  American  stu^. 
dents  studying  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  this  summer  will  spend  the 
coming  weekend  in  New  Orleans 
with  officials  of  International  House 
planning  a  full  program  for  their 
entertainment.  Dr.  Ralph  White,  co¬ 
ordinator  of  the  Centenary  College 
Latin  American  program,  and  Mrs. 
White  will  accompany  the  group  of 
approximately  20  students,  who  will 
travel  by  chartered  bus.  Dr.  White 
said  the  program  is  in  keeping  with 
the  goal  of  teaching  the  foreign  stu¬ 
dents  as  much  as  possible  about 
American  people  and  customs  while 
they  are  at  Centenary. 


The  Texas  Company  has  present¬ 
ed  a  gift  of  $1,500  to  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  under  its  1956-57  program  of 
aid  to  education.  No  restrictions 
were  placed  on  the  use  of  the  gift. 
The  thanks  of  the  college  were  ex¬ 
pressed  to  the  company  officials  by 
R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice  president, 
in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
now  on  tour  with  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  in  the  Far  East. 


VISITING  MINISTERS 
AT  LAKE  VISTA 
CHURCH 

The  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  is  having  two  visiting 
ministers  during  the  two  Sundays, 
while  the  regular  minister,  the  Rev. 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  is  on  vacation. 

On  July  22,  Rev.  Robert  Parrott, 
associate  pastor  of  Munholland 
Methodist  Church,  preached.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  South¬ 
western  Louisiana  Institute,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  for  the  last  three  years. 

On  July  29,  the  Rev.  Allen  D. 
Jernigan,  associate  pastor  of  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  will  preach.  A  graduate  of 
Chandler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  he  served  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  China  and  Malaya  and  was 
formerly  director  of  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  L.S.IL/ 


METHODIST  MEN  PLAN  TO 
AIR-CONDITION  CHURCH 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Sterling- 
ton  met  in  the  home  of  Louis  Gana- 
way  for  the  regular  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  with  Ferrell  Earl,  president, 
presiding.  Twenty  men  were  pres¬ 
ent.  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  the  guest  speaker. 

Mrs.  Louis  Ganaway,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Allen,  Mrs..  W.  T  Hinton  and  Mrs. 
Scott  Horton  served  as  hostesses. 

John  Rushing  presented  a  plan 
of  air-conditioning  the  sanctuary  of 
the  church.  Mr.  Rushing,  Frank 
Roach  and  Louis  Ganaway  are  on 
the  committee. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference 
yras  held  by  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent  following  the  meeting.  —  W. 
M.  Allen,  Pastor. 


BLUFF  CREEK  CAMP 
MEETING 

The  Bluff  Creek  Camp  Meeting 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  District  is  being 
held  this  week,  July  22-29,  with  the 
following  preachers  preaching  on 
dates-  indicated: 

Sunday — 

11:00  a.m.  Rev.  Angqs  Carruth 

3:00  p.m.  Rev.  Phil  Woodland 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  George  *  Harkins 
Monday — 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  John  Shearer 
Tuesday — 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  Hugh  Baker 
Wednesday — 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  Marvin  Corley 
Thursday — 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann 
Friday — 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  Wilson  Watson 
Sunday — 

11:00  a.m.  Rev.  W.  R.  Irving, 
Jr. 

3:00  p.m.  Rev.  T.  D.  Lipscomb 

7:30  p.m.  Rev.  J.  R.  Woodward 


HOMECOMING  DAY  AT 

McIntyre  methodist 

CHURCH 

Homecoming  Day  was  held  at  the 
McIntyre  Methodist  Church  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  15,  which  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  week-long  series  of  meet¬ 
ings. 

McIntyre  Church  was  originally 
the  Bethel  Church.  Rev.  Delos  H. 
Cassels  of  Gloster,  Miss.,  was  the 
gifest  minister  for  the  Homecoming 


PASTORS’  REFRESHER 

school  Program 

ANNOUNCED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
American  Embassy  in  Tokyo  and 
long-time  friend  of  Dr.  Mickle. 
There,  they  tasted  the  traditionaL 
Japanese  dish,  “sukiyaki”,  for  the 
first  time  and  decided  without  hesi¬ 
tation  that  they  preferred  American 
hamburgers. 

Reports  reaching  the 'college  since 
the  group  arrived  in  Korea  indicate 
that  airfoam  mattresses,  beauty 
shops  and  laundry  facilities  are  vir¬ 
tually  non-existent.  Dr.  Mickle 
wrote  that  the  poverty  is  depressing 
and  that  the  group  has  been  warned 
repeatedly  to  take  care  lest  their 
property  be  stolen.  It  is  not  safe  to 
leave  laundry  hanging  on  the 
clothesline  at  the  compound,  he  de¬ 
clared,  and  gangs  of  teenage  boys 
are  frequently  responsible  for  trou¬ 
ble  and  mischief  in  the  Seoul  sector. 
Paved  roads  are  found  only  in  the 
area  immediately  around  Seoul  and, 
for  the  most  part,  the  choir  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  bumping  along  dus¬ 
ty  byways  in  springless  trucks  and 
jeeps  to  and  from  the  sites  of  their 
concerts. 

However,  the  appreciation  shown 
by  the  American  troops  has  com¬ 
pensated,  in  large  measure,  for  the 
discomforts,  the  group  claims.  Good 
entertainment  seldom  comes  to  the 
out-of-the-way  encampments  in  Ko¬ 
rea,  and  the  response  has  been  most 
gratifying. 

^-Before  returning  to  Shreveport 
in  mid-August,  the  choir  members 
are  slated  to  spend  some  time  in 
Okinawa.  Dr.  Mickle,  who  spent 
more  than  20  years  at  Kwansei- 
Gakuin  University  near  Kobe,  plans 
to  eliminate  the  Okinawa  phase  of 
the  trip  in  order  to  visit  his  old 
friends  in  and  around  Kobe. 

“It’s  not  proving  to  be  easy,”  Va¬ 
ran  observes,  “but  it  is  a  wonderful 
experience  for  all  of  us.  We’ll  have 
a  great  deal  to  talk  about  when  we 
get  back  to  Shreveport  and  We  are 
unanimous  in  our  belief  that  this 
is  a  liberal  education.” 


service. 

Dinner  was  served  on  the  ground 
during  the  noon  hour. 

Rev.  Paul  Cassels  was  in  charge 
of  the  evening  revival  services 
through  the  week,  assisted  by  Rev. 
L.  J.  Futch,  pastor. 
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TINY  TURTLE 

By  ANNA  KING  DAVIS 


One  summer  morning,  Mother 
Box  Turtle  crawled  to  the  far  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  big  pasture.  There  she 
dug  a  small  hole  and  laid  five 
white  eggs.  Very  carefully  she 
covered  the  eggs  with  dirt,  smooth¬ 
ed  and  leveled  the  ground  over 
them.  Then  she  ambled  off. 

All  .summer  long  the  five  eggs, 
oval  shaped  like  a  hen’s,  lay  safe 
in  their  nest.  One  warm  day  in 
October,  baby  turtles  stirred  in¬ 
side  the  eggs.  One  by  one,  a  baby 
pushed  his  little  egg  tooth  through 
the  shell  of  his  egg.  The  shell  was 
tough  and  it  took  several  hours  of 
working  and  resting  for  a  baby 


ings  showed  plainly  on  the  dark 
brown  plates. 

One  cold  day  in  late  November, 
Tiny  was  crossing  the  open  pas¬ 
ture.  Rain  began  to  fall.  The  little 
turtle  didn’t  mind  rain.  But  soon 
the  rain  changed  to  sleet.  Balls  of 
ice  pounded  his  shell.  Tiny  stopped 
and  shut  himself  in  his  little  *box 
house  until  the  storm  was  over. 
Right  then  he  decided  it  was  time 
for  him  to  get  a  winter  home.The 
next  day  Tiny  found  a  soft  spot 
near  his  favorite  muscadine.  He 
started  digging  and  didn’t  stop  Until 
he  had  dug  himself  out.  of  sight. 
There,  below  the  frost  line,  he  slept 

■  =  \-c  >. . - *  , 


turtle  to  get  out  of  his  shell.  The 
last  baby  out  was  smaller  than  the 
others.  He  was  Tiny  Turtle. 

What  a  sight  they  w  e  r  e — five 
little  turtles  complete  with  shells 
like  their  mothers  but  not  much 
bigger  than  pennies!  The  top  shell 
of  each  was  round,  shaped  like  a 
walnut  half,  the  bottom  shell  flat. 
The  two  shells  were  hinged  to¬ 
gether  in  the  back  to  make  a  tight 
box  when  closed.  The  babies  could 
not  shut  their  box  shells  tightly  for 
a  few  days.  Very  wisely  they  stay¬ 
ed  hidden  in  the  dirt  and  leaves 
during  that  time. 

When  they  were  three  days  old, 
the  baby  turtles  crawled  out  into 
the  sunlight.  They  began  to  look  for 
something  to  eat.-  One  found  a 
fishing  worm  for  his  first  meal, 
another  found  a  bug.  Because  he 
was  small  and  weak,  Tiny  Turtle 
did  not  go  far  in  his  search  for 
food.  He  had  crawled  only  a  short 
way  when  he  had  to  stop  under  a 
vine  to  rest.  He  noticed  something 
dark  and  round  on  the  ground  in 
front  of  him.  It  smelled  good.  Soon 
Tiny  was  eating  a  ripe  muscadine 
for  his  first  meal.  He  tried  to  catch 
a  small  earth  worm  but  it  wiggled 
away  from  him*- 

Turtle  food  was  plentiful  in  the 
pasture — insects,  tender  plants  and 
muscadines.  Every  day  Tiny  stuf¬ 
fed  his  small  self  till  he  could 
hardly  close  his  shell.  Day  by  day 
he  grew  bigger  and  stronger.  In  a 
month  he  had  doubled  in  size.  Fall 
rains  washed  the  dust  from  Tiny’s 
shell  and  the  pretty  yellow  mark¬ 
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the  long  winter  through.  He  knew 
nothing  of  snows  that  fell,  of  icy 
winds  or  sparkling  frosts. 

When  the  spring  sun  warmed  the 
earth,  Tiny  began  to  stir.  But  the 
robins  in  the  thorn  bush  were 
brooding  their  pretty  eggs  before 
the  little  turtle  -finally  crawled  out 
of  his  winter  home.  A  fat  fishing 
worm  made  a  fine  spring  break¬ 
fast. 

That  first  summer  Tiny  discovered 
the  Blackberry  Tangle.  He  was  ex¬ 
ploring  along  the  pasture  fence  one 
hot  July  day  when  he  came  to  a 
cool  thicket.  Sumac  and  blackberry 
vines  grew  thick.  Winding  over 
them  and  between  them  were 
great  Cat  Briers.  It  was  a  perfect 
tangle  of  bushes  and  vines,  shady, 
cool  and  well  defended  by  the 
thorny  Cat  Brier.  It  was  the  ber¬ 
ries,  however,  that  interested  Tiny 
most.  Because  they  grew  in  rich 
shaded  soil,  they  were  large  and 
sweet.  During  the  berry  season, 
Tiny  camped  in  the  Blackberry 
Tangle.  He  couldn’t  eat  the  berries 
from  the  vines  as  the  birds  did  but 
he  gobbled  up  the  ripe  fruit  as  it 
fell  to  the  ground.  His  little  face 
was  stained  with  the  rich  red  juice 
from  the  first  ripe  berry  of  the 
season  till  the  last. 

Insects  were  plentiful  in  ""the 
moist  earth  of  the  thicket  and  Tiny 
ate  them  too.  So  it  was  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  the  little  turtle  got  fat 
during  blackberry  season.  He  got 
so  fat  he  couldn’t  close  his  shell. 
When  he  pulled  the  shells  together 
on  one  side,  the  flesh  bulged  out 


on  the  other  side.  He  just  couldn’t 
get  all  of  himself  in  his  little  box 
house.  But  by  the  time  the  berries 
were  gone,  the  weather  was  very 
hot.  Tiny  retreated  to  the  very  back 
of  the  Tangle  to  escape  the  heat. 
With  no  berries  to  whet  his  appe¬ 
tite,  he  soor^  lost  the  extra  fat  and 
could  once  more  enclose  himself  in 
his  shell. 

By  the  time  he  was  five  years_ 
old,  Tiny  was  grown.  (As  his  body 
grew,  his  shell  grew).  Each  summer 
a  new  band  formed  around  the  edge 
of  each  plate  of  his  shell.  His 
brothers,  and  sisters  were  almost 
six  inches  long  at  that  age  but 
Tiny  was  not  nearly  that  long.  He 
never  grew  to  be  a  full  size  turtle. 
He  was  always  Tiny. 

That  fifth  spring  he  found  him¬ 
self  a  mate. 

After  he  was  grown,  the  little 
turtle  wandered  about  more.  He 
liked  to  meander  along  the  road¬ 
sides.  Sometimes  he  crossed  the 
"-road.  On  the  other  side  he  dis¬ 
covered  a  small  stream  of  water 
where  he  sometimes  cooled  himself 
on  scorching  summer  days.  It  was 
when  he  was  on  his  way  to  the 
creek  that  \  Tiny  had  an  exciting 
experience  one  summer. 

He  had  crossed  the  road  and  was 
near  the  edge  of  the  water  when 
-he  felt  something  push  him  from 
behind.  A  dog’s  strong  teeth  nip¬ 
ped  one  hind  leg.  Quickly  the  small 
turtle  closed  himself  tight  in  his 
shell.  But  that  didn’t  discourage 
the  big  bird  dog  puppy.  He  thought 
he  had  found  a  new  and  delightful 
something  to  play  with.  He  picked 
up  the  turtle  in  his  mouth  and  car¬ 
ried  him  back  into  the  pasture. 
There  he  laid  down  in  the  grass 
with  Tiny  between  his  paws,  up¬ 
side  down,  and  began  gnawing  him 
as  if  he  were  a  bone.  Tiny  could 
feel  the  strong  teeth  raking 
edges  of  his  shell  but  he  kept  it 
tightly  closed. 

Then  the  puppy  played  ball  with 
the  little  turtle,  batting  him  from 
paw  to  paw,  taking  him  in  his 
mouth  and  tossing  him,  into  the 
air.  xPoor  Tiny  didn’t  know,  what 
was  coming  next.  He  was  doing  all 
he  could  to  protect  himself,  keep¬ 
ing  his  shell  tightly  closed. 

Fortunately  the  dog’s  master  cal¬ 
led  him  about  that  time,  the  pup¬ 
py  put  down  the  little  turtle  and 
trotted  off.  Slowly  Tiny  opened 
his  shell  a  little,  stuck  out  his  head, 
then  his  feet.  He  was  all  right! 
Thanks  to  his  strong  box  shell,  Tiny 
was  unhurt. 

Summer  after  summer  the  little 
turtle  wandered  in  the  fields  and 
woods.  Winter  after  winter  he  bur¬ 
ied  himself  in  the  ground-ten- 
twenty-fifty-sixty  summers  and 
winters.  By  that  time  Tiny’s  shell 
was  dull  colored,  worn  and  smooth, 
its  dents  and  cracks  recording  many 
narrow  escapes  and  dangerous  ex¬ 
periences. 

Mostly  Tiny’s  lifq  was  quiet  and 
uneventful,  wandering  away  the 
winters,  until  there  were  almost  a 
hundred  of  them. 


the  Lily  pond 

By  Annabel  Wolfe 

Sally  xina  Sue  went  to  the  pond 
And  found  to  their  surprise, 

Two  water  lilies  in  full  bloom 
Had  opened  at  sunrise. 

The  pond  is  like  a  mirror  bright 
Dae 'jo  down  below  the  hill, 
Reflecting  snow-white  lilies 
In  waters  quiet  and  still. 

When  night  time  comes  and  time  to 
•<-  sleep. 

They  fold  their  petals  tight, 
And  'lie  dreaming  on  the  water 
Until  the  morning  light. 

' - \ - » - 1 - 

PUPPY’S  TRICKS 

I’ve  got  the  cutest  puppy  dog. 

He’s  full  of  funny  tricks ; 

Of  course  he’s  apt  to  chew  things 
up 

And,  even  mother  kicks 
When  shoes  and  magazines  are 
chewed, 

Or  curtains  furnish  puppy  food. 
But  Susie’s  maddest  of  ’em  all! 

It  happened  yesterday; 

She  planted  lots  of  flower  seeds 
And  when  she  went  away 
He  got  to  work  and  dug  ’em  up! 

My  funny,  frisky  little  pup. 
She  won’t  forgive  him\yet,  though 
He  thought  she’d  buried  bones,  I 
know. — Daisy  D.  Stephenson  in 
Ex. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


After  his  return  from  church  one 
Sunday  a  small  boy  said,  “You 
know  what,  Mommie?  I’m  going 
to  be  a  minister  when  I  grow  up  ” 
“That’s  fine,”  said  his  mother. 
“But  what  made  you  decide  you 
want  to  be  a  preacher?” 

“Well,”  said  the  boy  pensively, 
“I’ll  have  to  go  to  church  on  Sun¬ 
day  anyway,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  more  fun  to  stand  up  and  yell 
than  to  sit  still  and  listen.” 


Punster  S.  S.  Biddle  quips:  “With 
the  increasing  popularity  of  frozen 
foods  more  and  more  cooks  are 
putting'  out  the  best  meals  they 
ever  thaw.” 


Her  husband  being  slightly  in¬ 
disposed,  a  young  and  inexperienc¬ 
ed  wife  attempted  to  take  his  tem¬ 
perature.  In  a  state  of  great  excite¬ 
ment,  she  called  the  doctor. 

“Doctor,  come  quick!  My  hus¬ 
band’s  temperature  is  136  degrees!” 
she  exclaimed. 

The  'doctor  replied,  “Madam,  the 
case  us  beyond  my  skill.  Send  for 
the  fire  engine.” 


fere’s  a  hint  to  the  police  force. 
A  quick-witted  native  of  Ireland 
applied  for  a  position  as 'patrolman 
on  the  Dublin  police  force. 

“Suppose,  Pat,”  interrogated  the 
man  in  charge,  “suppose  you  saw  a 
crowd  congregated  at  a  certain  point 
on  your  beat,  how  would  you  dis¬ 
perse  it  quickly  and  with  least 
trouble?”  . 

“Bejabbers,  Oi’d  pass  the  hat!” 
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SENQRA  CHAVES  SPEAKS  AT  ROGERS 


Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Methodist  Church,  Rogers,  was 
honored  to  have  as  special  \guests 
for  their  June  meeting,  Mrs.  Julian 
Vogel  of  West  Memphis,  Arkansas, 
whd  is  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  Secretary  of  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild,  and  Senora  Otilia  de  O. 
Chaves,  Porto  Alegro,  Brazil,  who 
is  President  of  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women.  «» 

The  regular  cooperative  dinner 
was  held  at  7:00  and  Mrs.  Vogel 
spoke  concerning  Guild  work.  Mrs. 
George  Fentem,  in  behalf  of  the 
Rogers  Guild,  honored  Mrs.  L.  Lurel 
McClain,  current  president,  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Morgan,  a  former  president, 
by  presenting  them  with  Life  Mem¬ 
bership  pins  and  giving  each  a 
beautiful  tribute  for  their  service  in 
the  Guild  and  in  the  church. 

At  8:00  o’clock,  in  a  meeting  open 
to  the  public,  Senora  Chaves  spoke 
briefly  concerning  the  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Methodist  Women,  noting 
that  they  count  members  in  34 
countries  including  countries  now 
behind  the  iron  curtain  such  as 
Czechoslovakia,  and  in  China.  These 
women  who  are  so  oppressed  at  this 
time,  find  much  comfort  and  cour¬ 
age  in  knowing  that  their  sisters 
in  Christ  still  are  working  in  their 
behalf.  Most  of  her  address  was 


AUGUST  27-31,  1956 

Auditorium,  Lake  Junaluska,  ^N.C. 

Theme:  Methodist  Women  in  a 
Changing  World” 

Monday,  August  27 

Afternoon:  Registration  and  inter¬ 
national  tea. 

Evening:  Opening  meeting  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  28 

Morning:  10:30  a.m.  Worship:  Mrs. 
Paul  Arrington,  Jackson,  Miss., 
vice-president,  and  Mrs.  Ottilia 
de  Chaves,  Brazil,  president.  Ad¬ 
dress:  “How  Christianity  Chang¬ 
ed  My  World — Africa,”  by  Mrs. 
Theresa  Shaumba,  Belgian  Con¬ 
go.  Address:  “How  Christianity 
Changed  My  World — Malaya,”  by 
Mrs.  Lee  Kong  Beng,  Malaya, 
president  o  fthe  English  speaking 
Woman’s  Society. 

Afternoon:  2  p.  m.  Address:  “Chris¬ 
tian  Opportunities  in  Ceylon,”  by 
the  Rev.  James  S.  Mather,  rep¬ 
resentative  from  Ceylon  to  World 
Methodist  Council.  Address: 
“Christianity  in  a  Changing 
World,”  by  Mrs*.  Elsie  Bemand, 
deaconess  from  Jamaica. 

EveningT'V^O  p.m.  Program  theme: 
“Christian  Citizenship.” 

Wednesday,  August  29 

Morning;  10:30  a.  m.  Worship:  Mrs. 
Thomas  Nicholson,  Chicago, 
founder  of  the  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women.  Address: 
“Role  of  Citizenship  in  Today’s 
World,”  bjy  Mrs.  Iveq  Childs  from 
India.  Address:  “Role  of  Citizen¬ 
ship  iri  Today’s  World,”  by  Mrs. 
H.  W.  Haile  from  South  Africa. 

Afternoon:  2  p.m.  Address:  “Role 
of  Citizenship  in  Today’s  Worlds 
by  Mrs.  Signe  Nyquist  of  Fin- 


given  over  to  information  about 
Brazil.  The  Methodist  Mission  work 
in  Brazil  was  begun  only  80  years 
ago  and  the  Brazilian  Methodist 
Church  was  established  as  an  au¬ 
tonomous  unit  only  25  years  ago, 
in  1930.  Only  12  year/  after  the 
church  was  organized  as  a  self-sup¬ 
porting  body,  the  Brazilian  Meth¬ 
odist  women  joined  with  Latin 
American  women  to  establish  their 
own  foreign  mission  program  to 
send  missionaries  to  Bolivia,  Peru 
and  Chile  to  work  especially  among 
the  destitute  and  diseased  Indians, 
remnants  of  the  once  proud  civil¬ 
ization  of  the  Incas. 

Appearing  on  this  program  also, 
were  Mrs.  Laurence  "Harris,  who 
sang  “Hold  Thou  My  Hand”;  a  trio 
composed'  of  Martha  Jane  Womack, 
Susan  Dubell  and  Marilyn  Hatha¬ 
way,  who  sang  “When  I  Survey  the 
Wondrous  Cross”;  and  Mrs.  Ruth  L. 
Mellor,  who  presented  a  meditation 
on  “The  Beatitudes.” 

Representatives  from  3  Benton 
County  Guilds,  Bentonville,  Bright- 
water  and  Rogers,  were  present  and 
other  guests  included  Woman’s  Sov- 
iety  of  Christian  Service  members 
from  Rogers  and  Brightwater,  as 
well  as  many  townspeople  who  were 
interested  in  hearing  Mrs.  Chaves. 


land,  Mrs.  Jose  L.  Valencia  from 
the  Philippines  and  the  delegate 
from  '  Germany. 

Thursday,  August  30 

Morning:  10:30  a.m.  Worship:  Mrs. 
Franklin  Reed,  Westfield,  N.  J.„ 
former  president  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women. 
Address:  “Deepening  the  Spirit¬ 
ual  Life,”  by  Dr.  Dorothy  Farrar, 
England.  Address:  “Deepening 
the  Spiritual  Life,”  by  Mrs.  Alan. 
Walker,  Australia. 

Afternoon:  2  p.m.  Address:  “Deep¬ 
ening  the  Spiritual  Life,”  by  Mrs. 
Florence  Chen,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  o  f  Formosa. 
Ways  of  presenting  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women 
in  the  local  society  by  the  juris¬ 
diction  and  conference  vice-pres¬ 
idents. 

Friday,  August  31 

Morning:  Closing  program  and 
noon  adjournment. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Curtis 
Park  Church,  Bossier  City,  has  com¬ 
pleted  a  project  of  purchasing  china 
for  the  church  under  the  leadership 
of  Mrs.  H.  H.  Hollenshead.  An  of¬ 
ficers’  training  day  was  held  June 
,27th.  Mrs.  Milton  Lacefield  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  Rev.  F.  L.  Hearne  is  pastor. 


Bald  Knob  Woman’s  Society  met 
June  27  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Hunnicutt  with  Mrs.  Earl  Over- 
street  leading  the  program  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Ed  Williams,  Mrs.  Doyle 
Ward  and  Mrs.  Bob  Wunnenberg. 
Mrs.  Williams  presented  a  gift  to 
Mrs.  Hunnicutt  in  appreciation  of 
her  services  as  president.  A  mis¬ 
cellaneous  shower  was  given  to  Mrs. 
Norman  Ladd  by  the  35  present. 


LAFAYETTE  ZONES  MEET 

The  Lafayette  District  divided 
into  three  for  their  Zone  meetings 
held  in  May  as  Officers  Training 
Days.  Zone  1  met  in  Houma  with 
part  of  Zone  II  also  attending.  The 
rest  of  Zone  II  met  with  Zone  III 
in  Lafayette,  and  Zone  IV  met  in 
Crowley. 

On  May  22,  1955,  at  10  a.m.,  Mrs. 
John  Dowling,  chairman  of  Zone 
III,  presided  at  the  Zone  meeting 
of  Zone  III  and  part  of  Zone  II. 
Mrs.  Beldon  Fox  is  Chairman  of 
Zone  II.  There  were  53  members 
present.  Mrs.  M.  S.  White,  New 
Iberia,  opened  the  meeting  with  a 
prayer.  The  Devotional  Scripture 
and  sermonette  were  given  by  Rev. 
Fred  Flurry,  of  First  Methodist, 
Lafayette. 

Rev.  Robert  Parrott,  Director  of 
the  Methodist  Student  Center,  gave 
a  short  talk  of  appreciation  after 
having  served  for  four  years  under 
the  Woman’s  Society  ob  Christian 
Service  at  the  Center.  Mrs.  Lambert, 
District  President,  presented  him 
with  a  check  as  a  gift  from  the 
.Societies  of  the  Lafayette  District. 

The  following  District  Officers 
were  present  and  held  Officers 
training  classes: 

Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert,  Mrs.  M.  S. 
White,  Mrs.  Eloi  Girard,  Mrs.  Fred 
Flurry  and  Mrs.  Reldon  Fox. 

-A  luncheon  of  sandwiches,  salad, 
tea  and  cakfes  was  served  by  the 
three  Methodist  Churches  of  Lafay¬ 
ette. 


Zone  IV  met  at  First  Methodist 
in  Crowley  on  May  23,  1955,  10  a.  m. 
with  Mrs.  Geo.  Sutton,  Zone  Leader, 
presiding.  Therp  were  45  members 
present. 

Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir,  of  First 
Methodist,  gave  the  devotional  after 
an  opening  hymn.  ‘Others’  was  sung 
by  the  group.  Mrs.  Geo.  Thomas, 
Promotion  Secretary  of  the  District, 
introduced  the  following  District 
Officers  who  conducted  the  Officer’s 
training  classes:  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert, 
Mrs.  Eloi  Girard,  Mrs.  Paul  Las- 
seigne,  Mrs.  Geo..  Thomas,  Mrs. 
D.  B.  Boddie,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Barnhill, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Flurry. 

A  luncheon  of  sandwiches,  potato 
salad,  cake  and  iced  tea  was  served 
by  the  Methodist  ladies  of  Crow¬ 
ley. 


Zone  I  and  part  of  Zone  II  met 
together  on  May  25,  1956,  in  The 
Cathedral  on  the  Bayou  in  Houma, 
,La.  for  their  Officers  Training  Day, 
with  Mrs.  I.  J.  Marcel,  presiding. 
After  the  singing  of  The  Kingdom  is 
Coming,  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  pastor 
of  First  Methodist,  led  the  worship 
service. 

Mrs,  P.  D.  Lambert,  president  of 
Lafayette  District,  was  introduced. 
Also  the  Chairman  of  Zone  II,  Mrs. 
Beldon  Fox,  and  the  presidents  of 
the  newly  organized  Societies  of  the 
District,  Mrs.  Wm.  Jones,  Berwick; 
Mrs.  Francis  Delaune,  Lockport; 
Mrs.  B.  J.  Oliver,  Grand  Isle;  Mrs. 
K.  M.  Stubblefield,  Raceland;  and 
Mrs.  Lucille  LeUormand  attended 
from  Paterson  although  they  are 
not  organized. 

There  were  45  members  present. 
These  District  Officers  conducted 
the  Officers  Training  Classes:  Mrs. 
P.  D.  Lambert,  Mrs.  Eloi  Girard, 


Open  Meetings  Of  The  World  Federation 
Of  Methodist  Women 


EYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


SEARCY  DISTRICT 
TRAINING  DAY 

Seventy-five  officers  of  the 
Searcy  District  met  at  Augusta 
June  8  for  a  Training  day.  Mrs. 
Walter  Jimerson,  president,  presid¬ 
ed  during  the  session.  The  local 
pastor,  Rev.  O.  D.  Peters,  gave  a 
devotional  on  “Speak,  Lord,  for 
thy  servant  heareth.” 

The  training  period  proved  very 
helpful  and  a  brief  report  on  find¬ 
ings  was  brought"  in  by  each  group. 
Mrs.  William  Hall,  Conference 
Treasurer  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Pearce 
and  Mrs.  P.  G.  Magness,  both 
former  Conference  officers,  gave 
inspiration  and  help.  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Kaetzell  made  a  brief  report  on 
General  Conference. 

A  message  on  Stewardship  by 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright  presented  a 
challenge  to  each  one  present. 

A  pledge  service,  led  by  Mrs. 
Kittrell  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunnicutt, 
with  each  society  bringing  its 
pledge  to  the  altar,  closed  the  meet¬ 
ing. — Mrs.  E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Dist.<  Re¬ 
cording  Secy. 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
HOLDS  SCHOOL 

Mrs.  George  Meyer,  Dean  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  School 
of  Missions,  reports  that  151  people 
were  enrolled  for  the  school  held 
July  9-13  at  Aldersgate  Camp,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  and  129  credits  were  is¬ 
sued. 

Because  of  an  emergency  opera¬ 
tion,  ,  Dr.  Barnett,  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Barnett  scheduled  to  teach,  were 
unable  to  so.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson, 
president  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  taught  the  course,  “Youth  in 
a  Rresponsible  Society  —  A  Chris¬ 
tian’s  Concern.”  Mrs.  John  Norris 
taught  the  course  “Southeast  Asia.” 
Mrs.  Norris,  with  her  husband, 
teaches  in  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 
They  served  in  Korea  for  many 
years  before  the  recent  Korean 
war. 

A  special  guest  and  resource  per¬ 
son  was  Miss  Sue  Lee  of  Interna¬ 
tional  House,  Chicago.  Miss  Lee  is  a 
native  of  China,  but  because  of  con¬ 
ditions  there  is  unable  to  return  to 
her  family. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Carlyon,  teacher  of  the 
course  on  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local 
Churches”,  said  “These  women  were 
here  for  business,  and  most  of  them 
were  thinking  what  they  .would  be 
doing  in  their  local  churches  and 
were  definitely  preparing  for  lead¬ 
ership  there.” 

Officers  elected  for  next  year’s 
school  are:  Dean,  Mrs.  Meyer;  Chair¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Martel;  Regis¬ 
trar,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Johnson;  Business 
Manager,  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie. 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  had 
152  members  enrolled  for  their 
week-end  which  followed  the  School 
of  Missions. 


Mrs.  Paul  Lasseigne,  Mrs.  D.  N. 
Boddie,  Mrs.  Willard  Barnhill,  Mr’s. 
Beldon  Fox,  Mrs.  M.  S.  White,  Mrs. 
Otto  Veselka  and  Mrs.  Robert  Mil¬ 
ler.  Lunch  was  served  by  the  two 
Methodist  Churches  of  Houma.  — 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Reber. 
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Warns  Against 
“Religious 
Hucksters ” 

Los  Angeles  (RNS)  _  Preachers 

who  exploit  television  for  their  own 
ends  were  described  as  “religious 
hucksters”  here  by  Dr.  Clifton  E. 
Moore,  director  of  television  for  the 
Los  Angeles  Presbytery  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Moore,  who  also  is  TV-radio 
coordinator  for  the  Los  Angeles 
Church  Federation,  said  such  per¬ 
sons  are  enemies  of  both  religion 
and  the  television  industry  and 
warned  against  giving  them  money 
or  sending  for  literature  they  pub¬ 
licize. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  “substan¬ 
tial”  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Jewish  bodies  are  given  air 
time  without  charge  by  the  various 
radio  and  TV  stations  in  accordance 
with  a  Federal  Communications 
decree. 

But  the  “religious  exploiter,”  Dr. 
Moore  said,  buys  air  time  and  uses 
it  To  make  repeated  requests  for 
money  or  to  ask  people  to  write  in 
for  literature  “so  that  he  has  your 
mailing  address  for  a  later  monetary 
solicitation.” 

“These  religious  hucksters  do  un¬ 
told  damage  to  the  church  cause,” 
he  said,  adding  that  some  of  them 
make  “hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  profit  a  year”  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  having  no  way  of  knowing  where 
the  money  goes. 

The  church  TV  official  said  two 
national  television  networks  and 
many  individual  stations  have  met 
this  problem  by  refusing  to  sell  time 
to  any  religious  group  and,  instead, 
donate  time  only  to  recognized  or¬ 
ganizations  of  the  three  major  re¬ 
ligions. 


Warns  Of  Spiritual 
Healing  Over-Eraphasis 

Montreat,  N.  C.  (RNS)  —  A  South¬ 
ern  Presbyterian  theologian  warned 
here  that  the  growing  interest  in 
the  relation  between  religion  and 
health  is  creating  an  over-emphasis 
on  spiritual  healing. 

Dr.  Ernest  Trice  Thompson,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  church  history  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Richmond, 
Va.  said  many  people  apparently 
have  concluded  that  “faith  is  an 
all-sufficient  cure”  for  any  ailmeht. 
Sbme  popular  radio  and  TV  pro¬ 
grams  encourage  such  expectations, 
he  added. 

“However,  there  is  no  such  prom¬ 
ise  in  the  Bible,”  he  said.  “Such 
confidence  is  dangerous  because  it 
distorts  the  meaning  of  the  Gospel 
and  leads  men  to  neglect  medical 
aid  and  advice  while  there  is  time. 

“We  must  remember  that  genuine 
health  comes  only  from  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  these  healing  powers.  Used 
alone,  none  of  these  will  suffice.” 


MACKAY  HITS  COLLEGE 
STUDENTS’  ATTITUDE 
TOWARD  RELIGION 

Princeton,  N.  J.  (RNS) — Dr.  John 
A.  Mackay,  president  of  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  attacked  “at¬ 
titudes  toward  religion  in  academic 
circles,”  particularly  the  lack  of 
emotion  on  the  part  of  college  and 
university  students. 

“The  supreme  type  is  the  one  who 
sees  the  value  of  religion  and  can 
analyze  it  but  does  not  commit  him¬ 
self  to  it,”  he  declared. 

Dr.  Mackay  gave  the  opening  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  15th  annual  Princeton 
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Christian  Education 

Little  Rock  Conference  Laboratory  School 

By  Mrs.  W.  T.  Bates-  / 


Churches  to  Face 
Kindergarten 
Demands 
Pastor  Believes 

Louisville,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  A  Metho¬ 
dist  minister  said  here  that  city- 
school  kindergartens  apparently  are 
a  thing  of  the  past  and  churches 
will  face  mounting  demands  that 
they  provide  this  service. 

The  Rev.  Ted  Hightower,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  Christian 
education  of  the  Louisville  Area 
Council  of  Churches,  called  kinder¬ 
gartens  and  nursery  schools  a  “great 
opportunity”  for  churches  to  ad¬ 
vance  their  cause. 

He  said  his  church  _  St.  Paul 

Methodist  —  expects  to  start  a 
“church  day  school”  for  five-year- 
olds  and  possibly  younger  children 
this  fall. 

“I  have  always  felt  that  the  church 
was  missing  a  great  opportunity  in 
helping  form  the  attitudes  of  these 
children  before  we  try  to  teach 
them.”  he  said  in  a  Council  of 
Churches  bulletin.  “The  Sunday- 
school  program  is  good  as  far  as 
it  goes  but  .terribly  inadequate.” 

Kindergartens  and  other  services 
in  Louisville  may  be  dropped  be¬ 
cause  of  the  failure  of  voters  to  pass 
a  proposed  half  of  one  per  cent  oc¬ 
cupational  tax.  ' 


Texas  Baptists 
Plan  1,000 
Extension  Revivals 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  The  Bap¬ 
tist  General  Convention  of  Texas 
announced  plans  for  1,000  extension 
revivals  during  the  next  two  months. 

Dr.  C.  Wade  Freeman,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Convention’s  evange¬ 
lism  department,  predicted  that  Tex¬ 
as  Baptists  will  baptize  more  than 
75,000  converts  during  the  current 
church  year  ending  Oct.  1.  This  is 
4,890  more  than  last  year’s  70,110 
converts. 

Dr.  Freeman  said  extension  re¬ 
vivals  differ  from  regular  church 
revivials  in  that  they  are  usually 
held  in  non-church  locations  by 
workers  who  build  a  brush  arbor, 
erect  tents  or  rent  a  building  for 
services. 


Institute  of  Theology.  ; 

“It  is  very  difficult  to  develop  any 
enthusiasm  for  anything  because 
the  ideal  is  one  to  get  out  of  line 
with  the  crowd,”  he  said.  “We’ve 
got  to  urge  students  to  take  the 
great  idea  and  to  take  the  great 
chance.  Nothing  great  is  achieved 
without  a  passion. 

“Commitment  without  reflection 
leads  to  fanaticism  but  reflection 
without  commitment  leads  to  steril¬ 
ity.”  / 


'Conference  Council 
Of  Children's 
Workers 

The  Little  Rock  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Children’s  Workers  will  meet 
August  30th  at  Asbury  Church  in 
Little  Rock.  All  Conference  and 
District  Directors  and  Secretaries  of 
Children’s  Work  are  members  of 
this  Council,  as  well  as  all  employ¬ 
ed^  workers  of  the  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
The  meeting  will  begin  at  ten  o’clocV 
in  the .  morning  and  will  continue 
through  the  afternoon. 

Plans  for  children’s  work  in  the 
conference,  will  be  made  at  this 
very  important  meeting,  according 
to  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates,  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Children’s  Work. 


LACK  OF  SPIRITUAL  TIES 
CALLED  COMMON 
DENOMINATOR  OF 
MARTIAL  UNHAPPINESS 

Oklahoma  City  (RNS)  —  Lack  of 
spiritual  ties  is  the  common  denom¬ 
inator  of  marital  unhappiness,  the 
Oklahoma  City  Family  Clinic  con¬ 
cluded  after  nine  years  of  opera¬ 
tion.  i  , 

Other  conclusions  reached  by  the 
clinic  and  set  forth  in  a  booklet 
titled  “A  Community  Attack  on 
Divorce”  are: 

Except  for  insanity  or  some  ir- 
remedial  medical  problems,  every 
marriage  and  family ‘can  be  pleas¬ 
ant,  zestful  and  happy. 

Divorce  is  -.seldom  the  answer  to 
marital  troubles.  It  usually  adds  new 
problems  to  those  existing  at  the 
time  of  separation. 

Much  juvenile  delinquency  which 
leads  to  adult  crime  is  the  result 
of  broken  or  unhappy  homes. 

According  to  the  booklet,  no 
couple  working  actively  together  in 
a  church  has  ever'  consulted  the 
clinic. 

The  clinic  is  staffed  by  60  volun¬ 
teers  who  operate  in  panels.  Every 
member  was  appointed  by  the  Ok¬ 
lahoma  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Oklahoma  County  Bar  Association 
and  the  Oklahoma  City  Retail  Mer¬ 
chants  Association. 

Its  immediate  aim  is  to  cut  down 
divorce  by  offering  help  “in  the 


The  first  conference-wide  Labor¬ 
atory  School  in  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference,  was  held  July  8-13  at  Camp 
Tanako.  An  enthusiastic  group  of 
delegates  requested  that  the  school 
be  held  again  next  year.  There  were 
55  adults  and  58  children,  attending 
the  Laboratory  School,  representing 
25  churches.  Every  district  was  rep¬ 
resented. 

Miss  E.  May  Young  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Christian  Education, 
Children’s  Division,  led  the  Junior 
workers,  as  they  worked  with  Jun¬ 
ior  boys  and  girls  studying  about 
THE  EARTH,  MAN’S  HOME.  The 
Juniors  did  many  interesting  things, 
among  other  things  they  wrote  a 
beautiful  litany. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Beall  of  Tyler,  Texas, 
worked  with  a  large  group  of. Pri¬ 
mary  boys  and  girls  and  their  teach¬ 
ers.  They  studied  about  GOD’S 
WORLD  IN  SUMMER,  and  carried 
on  many  activities.  One  of  the  poems 
written  by  this  group  is  carried  on 
this  page. 

Mrs.  Herbert  Monday  directed  the 
Kindergarten  teachers  and  a  group 
of  Kindergarten  children  as  they 
thought  of  OUR  SUMMER  WORLD. 
This  enthusiastic  group  found  many 
little  creatures  and  other  lovely 
things  as  they  explored  the  camp 
grounds, 

Miss  Evelyn  Briant  worked  with 
a  small  but  interested  group  of 
Nursery  teachers  and  children,  and 
they  too  thought  of  how  children 
may  have  HAPPY  TIMES  IN  SUM¬ 
MER. 

The  teachers  as  well  as  the  chil¬ 
dren,  were  actually  “learning  by 
doing’”,  and  they  all  were  enthus¬ 
iastic  in  saying  that  is  the  best  way 
to  learn.  Many  plans  were  made  for 
improving  the  work  with  children 
in  the  local  churches  for  the  coming 
year.  ,  - 

Mrs.  S.  ,B.  Stillwell,  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Kitts  served  as  playground  in¬ 
structors,  trying  to  correlate  the 
life  of  the  playground  with  the  ex¬ 
periences  the  children  had  in  their 
classes,  and  trying  to  see  that  they 
practiced  Christian  principles  on  the 
playground. 

Vesper  Services  were  held  each 
evening  and  were  in  charge  of  the 
following  persons:  Mrs.  John  Hef- 
ley,  Mrs.  John  English,  Rev.  John 
Hassler,  Rev.  C.  C.  Walker,  and 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates. 

The  following  churches  were  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  school:  Arkadelphia 
District:  First  Church,  Hot  Springs, 
First  Church,  Arkadelphia;  Camden 
District:  Smackover,  First  Church, 
El  Dorado  -  First  Church,  Camden- 
Fairview,  Camden.  Hope  District: 
First  Church,  Texarkana,  Hope,  First 
Church.  Little  Rock  District:  Win¬ 
field,  Little  Rock,  First  Church, 
Little  Rock,  Pulaski  Heights,  Little 
Rock,  St.  Luke,  Little  Rock,  Asbury, 
Little  Rock,  St.  Paul,  Little  Rock- 
Salem.  Monticello  District:  Crossett, 
Wilmot,  Lake  Village,  First  Church, 
Warren.  Pine  Bluff  District:  First 
Church,  Pine  Bluff,  St.  Luke,  Pine 
Bluff,  Lakeside,  Pine  Bluff,  England, 
DeWitt,  Gillett. 


form  of  objective  analysis  and  sug¬ 
gestions  for  solution”  to  persons 
seeking  assistance  in  marriage  prob¬ 
lems. 

Of  438  couples  who  have  consulted 
it  in  the  past  nine  years,  90  per 
cent  have  mended  marriages  on  the 
verge  of  being  wrecked. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


"Thank  You,  God,  For  Our  Beautiful  World"'  ’ 

We  thank  you  for  the  cool  night  breeze 
That  rustles  the  tall  and  beautiful  trees. 

Thank  you  God  for  the  night 
And  for  the  stars  that  are  so  bright. 

It  is  the  time  the  animals  rest 

The  time  that  we  do  love  the  best,  ^ 

And  at  the  end  of  a  long  day 
We  bow  our  heads  and  pray. 

(Poem  written  by  the  Primary  children — Camp  Tanako 
Laboratory  School — July  8-13,  1956.) 


Sincere,  Humble,  A  Pastor  And  Friend  Who  Loved  People- 
Their  Welfare  Was  His  Concern.  Such  Was 


John  A,  Womack 


1878 


1956 


A  Tribute  By  Harold  D.  Womack,  Rogers,  And 
William  J.  Good,  Fayetteville,  Nephews 


THE  life  of  John  Alexander 
Womack  spanned  one  of  the 
most  significant  periods  of 
American  Methodism  —  and 
especially  Methodism  in  Arkansas. 

It  was  a  Methodistn  of  frontier 
churches  and  circuit-riding  preach¬ 
ers  at  the  time  he  was  born  on 
February  3,  1878,  just  north  of  the 
present  town  of  Centerton,  in  Ben¬ 
ton  County.  Arkansas  was  slowly 
emerging  from  a  difficult  period  of 
reconstruction  following  N^ie  Civil 
War,  and  Northwest  Arkansas  in 
particular  was  still  very  much  of  a 
frontier  section. 

s  He  was  the  fifth  child  and  second 
son  of  James  Wilson  Womack  and 
Elizabeth  Jane  Gamble  Womack. 
There  were  in  the  family  four 
brothers  and  four  ■  sistefrs. 

One  brother,  Luther,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Each  of  the  other  brothers 
achieved  a  high  dpgree  of  success 
in  their  respective  fields.  The  old¬ 
er  one,  J.  P.,  and  the  next  yotmger, 
R.  E.,  were  prominent  as  educators 
and  college  presidents.  The  young¬ 
est  brother,  W.  Vance,  was  also 
a  prominent  member  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference.  A  "sister, 
Stella,  was  for  many  years  a  dea¬ 
coness  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

“Brother  John”,  as  he  was  known 
affectionately  by  his  hundreds  of 
friends,  and  “Uncle  John”  to  those 
of  us  fortunate  enough  to  be  his 
nephews  and  nieces,  was  fortunate 
to  have  the  heritage  of  Christian 
parents.  His  father  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  old  Center  Point  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  at  seventeen  years  of 
age,  two  years  before  he  was 
married.  Uncle  John’s  mother  was 
for  a  long'  time  a  Presbyterian  but 
united  with  the  Methodist  Church 
when  the  last  of  her  children  was 
about  to  become  a  member  of  it. 

Many  of  the  wonderful  charac¬ 
teristics  he  possessed  were  the  di¬ 
rect  or  indirect  result  of  early 
home  training  which  Uncle  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  parents.  At  the 
time  of  his  father’s  death  one  of 
the  nine  children  wrote:  “  .  .  .  . 
looking  back  across  the  years  to 
the  days  of  our  childhood  and  eval¬ 


uating  the  influence^  that  played 
upon  the  lives  of  us  children,  his 
well  ordered  life,  his  devotion  to 
the  church  and  the  things  the 
church  stands  for,— his  consistent 
prayer  life,  h  i  s  steadfastness  o  f 
purpose  and  unwavering  faith  in 
God,  we  feel  a  new  sense  of 
thankfulness  that  our’s  was  such  a 
heritage.  May  the  Father  of  us  all 
help  us  to  follow  in  his  footsteps.” 
His  mother,  though  deprived  of 
much  formal  education  by  the  Civil 
War  and  early  marriage,  educated 
herself  by  “utilizing  the  scant 
means  of  culture  that  extreme 
poverty  at  home  and  a  devastated 
country  afforded.  She  so  well  car¬ 
ried  out  her  plans  that  in  the 
course  of  her  married  life — a  life 
full  of  toil  and  often  pain  as  well 
— she  gleaned  abundant  sheaves 
from  the  rich  fields  of  -literature 
and  history.”  She  taught  a  Sunday 
school  class  forty  eight  years,  al¬ 
ways  subscribed  to  and  read  the 
church  papers,  provided  an  organ 
for  her  home  so  it  might  be  a 
center  of  religious  activities,  “a 
toning  and  steadying  influence”  in 
their  home  life.  She  said  to  her 
children,'  “If  you  fail,  I  fail”. 

Uncle  John  failed  neither  her  nor 
his  father,  his  fellowmen,  his 
church  or  his  God. 

Uncle  did  not  climb  high  on  the 
ladder  of  formal  education.  But  he 
was  a  good  steward  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  were  his.  He  used 
well  the  natural  abilities  that  God 
had  given  him.  Among  these  were 
a  love  of  music  and  an  unfailing 
sense  of  humor.  He  loved  the  old 
hymns' which  he  sang  in  a  delight¬ 
ful  tenor.  Sometimes  he  played  the 
piano'  and  sang  while  others  joined 
in  his  entertainment.  It  was  most 
fitting  that  the  Marked  Tree  Choir, 
the  choiv  of  his  last  appointment, 
sahg  one  of  his  favorites  at  his 
funeral  service.  His  hupior  was  a 
badge  of  distinction.  It  was  not  a 
boisterous  variety  but  a  homespun 
kind  that  might  be  referred  to  as 
“dry  humor”.  It  was  never  of  the 
suggestive  sort  that  perhaps  amuses 
but  degrades  or  reflects  on  person¬ 
al  character.  It  was  a  ready  solu¬ 


tion  to  what  often  would  otherwise 
have  been  a  dull  situation,  for  life 
was  not  always  easy  nor  pleasant. 

Uncle  John  was  licensed  to 
preach  in  1896,  but  was  not  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  Conference  until  1902. 
Like  all  the  young  Methodist 
preachers  of  his  time  he  became  a 
circuit  rider  —  making  his  rounds 
from  appointments  to  appointment 
on  a  horse  or  in  a  buggy.  He 
thought  of  those  days  many  times 
in  later  life,  as  he  drove  over  the 
paved  roads  of  the  state,  and  he 
liked  to  tell  of  his  early  experien¬ 
ces.  Once  he  was  almost  washed 
away  while  trying  to  ford  the 
flood-raging  War  Edgle  river  near 
Huntsville. 

The  first  months  of  his  ministry 
he  received  less  than  two  hundred 
fifty  dollars  a  year.  Despite  such 
a  small  income  he  felt  it-  was  suf¬ 
ficient  to  support  both  himself  and 
a  wife.  He  married  in  August  of 
1903,  on  the  26th,  Elizabeth  Coley 
of  Centerton,  a  childhood  acquain¬ 
tance.  It  was  not  until  the  last  four 
years  of  his  ministry  that  his  sal¬ 
ary  reached  as  much  as  three  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  month.  Yet,  he  and 
Aunt  Sallie  managed  to  educate 
the  three  boys;  Carlos,  who  follows 
in  his  father’s  footsteps  as  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  in  North  Carolina; 
John  who  is  attached  to  the  staff 
of  the  Veterans  Administration  in 
Little  Rock;  and  Joe  who  has  been 
an  employee  of  the  Van  Buren  Post 
office  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  record’s  show  that  during 
his  47j/2  years  of  service  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  North  Arkansas  Cqnfer- 
enre  that  in  his,  regular  pastorates, 
r.ot  including  revival  meetings 
where  he  preached,  close  t  &  500 
persons  professed  faith  in  J.e  s  u  s 
Christ.  Nearly  half  of  these  pro¬ 
fessions  came  while  he  served  con¬ 
tinuously  *as  pastor  of  the  Marked 
Tree  Church,  the  last  six+een  years 
of  his  active  ministry.  This  long 
pastorate  appears  to  be  the  longest 
regular  nr.d  continue  is  pastorale 
ever  held  'n  one  man  in  the  history 
of  North  Arkansas  Methodism. 

At  the  full  retirement  age  of  72, 
Uncle  John  was  retired  in  June, 
1950.  He  and  Aunt  Sallie  moved  in¬ 
to  their  own  new  home  in  Jones¬ 
boro.  He  found  opportunity  to  work 
in  Huntington  Avenue  Methodist 
Church  and  as  a  teacher  of  a  young 
adult  class  was  dearly  beloved.  He 
continued  as  a  teacher  until  shortly 
before  his  death  April  17,  1956. 

It  is  not  sirriply  because  he  was 
our  uncle  that  these  things  are  re¬ 
ported,  but  because  so  many  have 
said  them:  “He  lpved  people,”  “His 
was  an  undying  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  his  charges,”  “When  in 
1918  all  my  family  was  sick  with 
the  ‘flu  he  visited  us  in  spite  of  the 
great  danger  to  himself,”  “He  was 
so  sincere  and  humble,”  “children 
loved  him  and  he  loved  them,”  “He 
was  a  wonderful  pastor  and  friend.” 

Among  the  appointments  which 
he  served  were  the  Winslow  Charge, 
Charge,  St.  Paul,  Huntsville,  Leslie, 
Marshall,  Berryville  Mission,  Yell- 
ville,  Harrison,  Russellville,  Mari¬ 
anna,  Fayetteville,  Fayetteville  Dis¬ 
trict, -Rogers,  Dardanelle,  Van  Bu¬ 
ren  and  Marked  Tree. 

The  total  of  these  years  repre¬ 
sents  the  work  of  a  lifetime  of  a 
devoted  servant  of  God,  of  his 
church  and  of  his  fellowmen.  His 
good  deeds  would  suffice  to  fill  the 
pages  of  a  very  large  volume.  He 
spent  his  years  here  well.  Some¬ 
where  he  continues  to  serve  in 
God’s  plem,  doing  good  deeds,  he  be¬ 
gan  while  here  on  earth. 


Resolution 

Adopted  By 

North  Arkansas  Conference 
At  1956  Session 

WHEREAS,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  Joe  E.  Goetz  rendered  inesti¬ 
mable  service  to  this  conference 
through  a  long  period  of  devoted 
and  unselfish  service  as  Conference 
Statistician,  always  doing  his  job 
efficiently  and  in  a  fine  Christian 
spirit, 

AND  WHEREAS,  his  death  oc- 
cured  just  prior  to  this  session  of 
the  annual  Conference, 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RE¬ 
SOLVED  that  the  One  Hundred 
Twenty-first  session  of  The  North 
Arkansas  Annual  Conference  ex¬ 
press  in  love  and  appreciation  its 
loss  felt  sincerely  at  the  passing  of 
this  unselfish  servant  of  God  who 
has  given  so  much  of  himself  to 
others  in  his  own  church  and  to 
this  conference 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLV¬ 
ED,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be 
entered  in  the  Conference  Journal, 
published  in  The  Arkansas  Metho¬ 
dist  and  sent  by  the  conference  sec¬ 
retary  to  the  members  of  his  fam¬ 
ily. 


Western  Jurisdiction 
Holds  Meeting 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  (MI)  — 
Methodists  of  the  Western  United 
States  put  the  emphasis  on  how 
to  accomplish  the  tasks  they  need 
to  do,  rather  than  on  pride  in  ac¬ 
complishment,  in  a  four-day  evalua¬ 
tion  of  their  church’s  progress. 

Some  130  delegates  from  1,600 
churches  in  ten  states,  Alaska  and 
Hawaii,  held  their  quadrennial  study_ 
session  here  closing  Sunday.  No  new 
bishops  were  elected,  but  the  four 
present  bishops  were  re-assigned  to 
their  areas  for  another  four  years: 
Gerald  H.  Kennedy  to  Los  Angeles, 
Donald  H.  Tippett  to  San  Francisco, 
Glenn  R.  Phillips  to  Denver  and  A. 
Raymond  Grant  to  Portland. 

More  than  50  ministers  and  lay¬ 
men  were  elected  to  national  boards 
of  the  denomination  for  the  coming 
quadrennium. 

National  executives  of  the  church 
lauded  the  region  for  giving  more 
per  member  to  benevolences  than 
any  of  the  other  five  jurisdictions 
in  the  country.  Last  year  it  reached 
$7.35  while  heavy  contributions  also 
went  to  the  building  of  new  church¬ 
es  to  meet  population  growth. 

Delegates  conducted  committee 
studies  of  the  progress  and  needs 
relating  to  the  fields  of  evangelism,' 
missions,  education,  finance  and  lay 
activities  and  social  concern  and  ac¬ 
tion.  They  resulted  in  such  action 
as  .  .  .  — — 

Approving  transfer  of  three  Negro 
churches  from  the  Central  (Negro) 
Jurisdiction  to  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction,  subject  to  approval  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  and  the  annual 
conferences. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Wyoming 
State  and  Colorado  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  will  be  effected  by  action  of 
the  group.  This  will  be  effective  in 
19W:  It  will  be  known  as  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference.  Episcopal 
boundaries  will  be  studied  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  with  the  possibility  of  creat¬ 
ing  a  fifth  area  and  bishopric  in  the 
West. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 

YOUTH  EVANGELISM 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Howard  Brown 

The  Howard  Brown  Sub-District 
met  at  the  Rayville  (La.)  Methodist 
Church 'on  May  6  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers  were  elected:  President, 
Lonny  Carlyle;  vice  -  president, 
Myrna  Mosley;  secretary-treasurer, 
Janice  Johnson;  counselor,  Rev.  Ce¬ 
cil  Mims;  Power  and  Concern  rep¬ 
resentative,  Ellen  Carlthorpe;  pub¬ 
licity  chairman,  Charlotte  Stodghill. 

A  songfest  followed  the  election 
and  refreshments  and  games  were 
enjoyed  in  fellowship  room.  — 
Charlotte  Stodghill. 

/  _ 

Revel  - 

The  following  new  officers  have' 
been  elected  for  the  Revel  (La.) 
Sub  -  District:  President,  Danny 
Steere;  vice-president,  Don  Tyler; 
secretary,  Lillian  Blondin;  treasur¬ 
er,  Glenda  Sue  Caldwell;  reporter, 
Betty  Wilder;  parliamentarian,  Roy 
Wayne  Vining;  song  leader,  Dola 
Leachman;  pianist,  Elizabeth  Sach- 
es. 

The  July  meeting  of  the  Sub- 
District  was  held  at  the  Douglas 
Methodist  Church  on  July  9.  An 
inspiring  program  was  presented  by 
the  Douglas  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship.  Douglas  won  the  attend¬ 
ance  banner.  Refreshments  were 
served. 

The  August  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Bernice  Methodist  Church  on 
August  13.  —  Betty  Wilder 


Warren-Fordyce 

The  June  meeting  of  the  Warren- 
Fordyce  (Ark.)  Sub-District  was 
held  at  Faustina  June  25.  Churches 
represented  were  Hampton,  For- 
dyce,  Warren,  Thornton  and  Faus¬ 
tina. 

Installation  services  were  held 
with  Rev.  James  McCammon,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Hampton,  Harrell  and 
Faustina  Churches,  installing  the 
new  officers  who  are:  President, 
Jamie  Clark,  Fordyce;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Joe  Taylor,  Thornton;  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer,  Ginfer  Dunn,  Faus¬ 
tina;  reporter,  Neal  Elliott,  Hamp¬ 
ton.  Chairmen  are:  Christian  Faith, 
Barbara  Jones,  Thornton;  Christian 
Witness,  Jean  Johston,  Hampton; 
Christian  Outreach,  Linda  Wilkin¬ 
son,  Warren;  Christian  Citizenship, 
Tommy  Ray  Caplinger,  Fordyce; 
Christian  Fellowship,  Gail  Blanken¬ 
ship,  Warren.  Counselors  are  Ed 
Womble,  Thornton,  and  Joe  T. 
Dunn,  Faustina. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
July  29  at  Warren.  —  Neal  Elliott, 
Reporter. 


Polk  County 

“W  orshipping  Outdoors  With 
God”  was  the  theme  of  the  July 
meeting  of  the  Polk  County  Sub- 
District  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  held  at  the  Hatfield  (Ark.) 
Methodist  Church  Monday  night, 
July  2.  / 

Sixty  MYF’ers,  sponsors,  and  vis-  \ 
itors  enjoyed  the  program  given 
by  the  Hatfield  church  on  the  \ 
church  lawn.  The  Cherry  Hill  MYF 
was  responsible  for  the  recreation 
which  consisted  of  talent  singing  in 
groups.  Refreshments  were  served 
by  the  Hatfield  MYF. 

The  next  meeting  which  will  be 


“The  Youth  Department  of  t  h  e 
General  Board  of  Education  has 
been  working  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  General  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism  to  give  leadership  t  o  young 
people  as  they  seek  to  win  other 
youth  for  Christ.” 

This  statement  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Harold  V.  Ewing,  director  of 
the  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board,  in  an  article  that 
appears  in  the  -  June-July  issue  of 
Shepherds,  pastors’  magazine  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism. 

The  two  boards  have  worked  to¬ 
gether  through  Christian  Witness 
Missions  that  have  been  held  in 
various  sections  of.  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Howard  Elli^  of  the  Board  of 
Evangelism  and  members  of  the 
Youth  Department  staff  have  pro¬ 
vided  top  leadership  for  the  mis¬ 
sions. 

During  the  past  year  three  reg¬ 
ional  missions  were  held.  The  first 
of  these  was  in  Pittsburgh  last 
September.  It  involved  a  -total  of 
1740  visitors,  who  enlisted  2439 
new  members  for  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship.  Another  was 
held  in  Evanston,  Illinois,  Febru¬ 
ary  10-14,  for  the  central  region, 
and  a  third  took  place  in  Denver 
the  following  week  for  the  western 
region.' 

During  the  quadrennium  just 
closed  many  other  Christian  Wit¬ 
ness  missions  have  been  held  with¬ 
in  the  framework  of  the  MYF  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  conference,  district, 
and  local  church  levels,  Recording 
to  Mr.  Ewing. 

The  gain  of  118,000  in  the  youth 
division  of  the  church  school  re¬ 
flects  to  a  great  extent  the  work 
done  in  these  missions. 

Mr.  Ewing  says  in  the  Shepherds  * 
article  there  are  three  young  peo¬ 
ple  outside  the  church  for  every 
young  person  inside  the  church. 
“We  must  seek  to  reach  this  large 
group  who  do  not  have  the  op-- 
portunily  of  sharing  in  the  vital 
fellowship  of  Christian  youth,  who 
do  not  have  the  stabilizing  power 
of  a  faith  in  God,  nor  the  central 
focus  for  their  lives  of  dedication 
to  Christ.” 


20  STUDENTS  IN 
CUBA  WORK  CAMP 

Twelve  students  from  the  United 
States  joined  eight  from  Cuba  this 
summer  at  a  work  camp  at  La 
Gloria,  Camaguey  Province,  Cuba, 
announces  the  Rev.  R.  Claude  Sing¬ 
leton,  Director  of  Student  Work, 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions.  The 
camp  is  sponsored  by  the  Methodist 
Student  Movement. 

Principal  projects  are  the  con¬ 
struction  of  buildings  on  the  church 
and  camp  property  which  compose 
the  La  Gloria  Rural  Center.  During 
the  camp  period,  June  26  —  August 
7,  campers  are  assisting  also  in  com¬ 
munity  activities,  such  as  road  re¬ 
pairing. 

The  Rev.  Reinaldo  Toledo  is  su¬ 
pervising  living  arrangements  and 
directing  work  projects;  the  Rev. 
Jorge  Gonzalez  has  charge  of  the 


the  annual  picnic  will  be  held  on 
August  6  in  the  Mena  Park.  The 
county  council  officers  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  program.  —  Joyce 
Deramus,  Reporter. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

i 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

YOU  ARE  IMPORTANT 

Are  you  aware  that  yours  truly 
is  “a  man  accustomed  to  the  finer 
things”  That’s  what  the  letter  said 
in  its  first  line.  It  led  into  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  join  an  exclusive  new 
“Esquire  Club,”  “an  international 
credit  and  courtesy  plan  organized 
to  enable  you  tcy  say  ‘charge  it’ 
at  the  fine  restaurants,  entertain¬ 
ment  houses  and  shops  across  the 
country.”  Then  the  writer  suggested 
some  of  those  places — all  out  of  my 
financial  bracket,  not  to  hrentiem 
that  many  of  them  would  be  a 
threat  to  my  morals.  But  he  adds, 
“in  addition,  simply  present  your 
Esquire  Club  card  to  charge  a  fine 
box  of  cigars — loging  at  an  Esquire- 
recommended  hotel  —  a  chauffered 
limousine — a  chartered  plane — the 
rental  of  a  shiny  car — books,  candy, 
records — dance  instruction  at  Arthur 
Murray  studies — even  the  servicing 
of  your  yacht!  (That  I  surely  need!) 
Facilities  unlimited  for  the  man  who 
enjoys  good  living — at  home,  on 
pleasure  jaunts  or  business  trips — 
everywhere'imaginable.” 

That’s  right,  I  fished  the  envelope 
out  of  the  waste  basket  to  see 
whose  mail  I  had  been  reading.  And 
there  was  my  correct  name  and 
address  which  this  outfit  had  “rentr 
ed”  from  somebody’s  mailing  list. 
No  question  but  that  Mr.  Frankel, 
who  signed  the  letter,  was  writing 
to  me.  I  was  indeed  the  “man  ac¬ 
customed  to  the  finer  things,”  at 
least  that’s  what  he  said.  And  how 
did  he  kn6w  my  yacht  ngeds  ser¬ 
vicing? 

This  is  called  to  your  attention  not 
that  you  will  feel  slighted  that  you 


educational  and  social  phases  of  the 
camp  and  serves  as  counselor  and 
director  of  the  study  program  for 
Cuban  students;  the  Rev.  Carter 
Pate  served  as  counselor  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  study  program  for  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  United  States. 


have  not  been  placed  in  this  ex¬ 
clusive  company.  Don’t  feel  envious. 
I  checked  up  and  found  that  even 
when  you  charge  it,  you  have  to 
pay  later.  It  still  costs — but  plenty. 
And  to  remove  any  doubt,  I  didn’t 
join  this  exclusive  club  of  credit 
moochers.  When  I  get  my  yacht  ser¬ 
viced  I  will  pay  cash,  so  there. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  mention 
this  here  to  suggest  that  the  ego 
in  any  of  us  responds  to  that  kind 
of  an  approach.  We  like  to  have 
people  call  attention  to  our  abilities 
of  finer  tastes,  even  if  they  do  it 
by  circular  letter!  It  appears  then 
that  others  are  aware  of  what  we 
already  knew! 

But,  get  serious  a  moment  and 
see  that  you  don’t  need  letters  like 
that  or  words  of  adulation  and  flat¬ 
tery  to  realize  your  importance. 
Jesus  long  ago  established  once1  and 
for  all  the  basic  worth  of  an  in¬ 
dividual  life  with  his  emphasis  on 
the  sacredness  of  human  person¬ 
ality.  Every  'person  is  of  lvalue  be¬ 
cause  of  the  color  of  his  skin,  or 
his  particular  religious  creed,  or 
his  social  status  —  or  anything  else 
of  a  man-made  artificial  barrier.  At 
least  we  cannot  do  that  and  stay 
in  the  spirit  ofv  Christ. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  made  it 
legal.  But  long  ago  Jesus  made  it 
incumbent  on  all  Christians  to  re¬ 
spect  the  sacred  value  of  every 
-personality.  Made  in  The  image  of 
God,  redeemed  from  selfishness  by 
God’s  Son — indeed  you  are  import¬ 
ant! 


^CHURCH  SCHOOL  CHAIRS 
AND  TABLES 

So  you  need  church  school 
chairs  and  tables. 

Chairs  any  seat  height  -  $2.50 
each.  Tables  -  $1.50  per  sq.  ft.  of 
top.  F.O.B.  Palmetto,  Louisiana. 
Made  of  ash,  finished  maple  or 
golden  oak. 

TAYLOR  BROS.  FURN. 
MFG.  CO. 

Box  76  Phond  5704 

Palmetto,  Louisiana 


'turn  ntofttj  tfmJb  in  nuut|  hands 


Consecrated  contributors  from  fifty  countries  have  written  the  meditations  in  the  World 
Christian  Fellowship’ Number  (September-October)  of  The  Upper  Room.  More  than  ten  million 
people  around  the  world  will  share  them  in  daily  devotions. 

Here  is  inspiring  evidence  of  the  value  of  world  evangelism  —  here  is  a  very  practical  aid 
to  missionary  education.  World-Wide  Communion  will  be  a  more  vital  experience  to  those  who 
share  these  daily  devotions.  The  family  altar  and  personal  devotions  will  grow  in  effectiveness 
as  you  use  The  Upfier  Room. 

Ten  or  moreyg 


individual  subscriptions  (by  mail)  $1.00  a  year,  three  years  $2.00. 
Special  Air  Mail  edition  for  Service  men  and  youth  —  same  prices. 


copies  of  one 
issue  to  one 
address,  each 


The  world’s  most  widely  used  devotional  guide 
32  Editions— 28  Languages 
19DS  GRAND  AVENUE  NAS HVI LLE,  TEN N. 
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OBITUARIES 

CANNON  —  While  the  Journal  of 
tke  1956  session  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  is  adding  to  its  Roll  of 
Immortals  the  names  of  several 
faithful  ministers  the  ( Recording 
Angel  in  Heaven  has  already  added 
the  names  of  other  equally  .worthy 
servants  of  our  Lord  to  the  Book 
0f  Eternal  Life.  And  when  the  “El¬ 
mers”  to  whom  John  refers  in  the 
book  of  Revelations  see  their 
names  and  ask  “What  are  these 
and  whence  come  they?”  the  Angel 
will  reply  “These  are  the  wives  of 
Methodist  preachers  who  come  out 
of  great  tribulation  and  have  wash¬ 
ed  their  robes  and  made  them 
white  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb.” 

While  we  honor  the  memory  of 
our  departed  preachers,  we  also 
honor  the  memory  of  those  wives 
of  preachers  who  have  fallen  on 
sleep  since  our  last  conference  ses¬ 
sion  for  these  had  as  much  to  do 
with  the  making  of  our  conference 
as  did  their  preacher  husbands.  In 
this  list  of  immortals  we  honor  is 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Brenda  T.  Can¬ 
non,  wife  of  Rev.  Robert  H.  Can¬ 
non. 

Mrs.  Cannon  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1887  the  daughter  of  .the 
late  Col.  J.  R.  and  Mrs.  Sue 
Strong  Thornton  of  Camden,  Ar¬ 
kansas.  Next  to  the  youngest  of  11 
children  her  childhood  was  a  hap¬ 
py  one  as  she  grew  i^p  in  the  cul¬ 
tured  home  of  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  attorneys  of  South  Arkansas! 
Following  her  graduation  from  the 
Camden  High  School  she  attended 
Potter  College  of  Bowling,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  and  Brother  Cannon 
were  married  September  16,  1909. 
In  1913  Brother  Cannon  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  and  for  the  next  37  years 
Mrs.  Cannon  walked  faithfully  by 
his  side  in  small  circuits,  in  lead¬ 
ing  stations,  and  in  the  District  par¬ 
sonage. 

It  whs  this  writer’s  privilege  to 
be  the  guest  in  the  home  of  every 
charge  the  Cannons  served  and  al¬ 
ways  I  found  Brenda  Cannon  a 
faithful,  uncomplaining  preacher’s 
wife,  devoted  to  her  husband,  her 
five  fine  ^sons,  her  flower  garden, 
and  her  church. 

As  a  faithful  church  member  she 
led  all  five  of  her  sons  into  the 
Methodist  Church  before  they  were 
10  years  old  and  served  in  what¬ 
ever  capacity  her  church  needed 
her  but  never  demanded  any  spec¬ 
ial  recognition  because  she  was  the 
wife  of  the  pastor. 

Having  retired  at  the  conference 
in  June,  1950,  the  Cannons  moved 
to  Pine  Bluff  and  bought  a  modest 
home  at  1707  West  30th  Street 
which  Mrs.  Cannon,  already  tired 
and  suffering  from  bodily  afflic¬ 
tions,  named  “Done  Moving”.  From 


then  till  she  moved  to  Heaven  she 
never  saw  a  well  day  but  with  the 
tender  care  of  her  devoted  husband 
she  bore  her  afflictions  bravely  till 
God  called  her  to  the  home  from 
which  there  is  no  moving. 

Mrs.  Cannon  died  shortly  after 
midnight,  May  4,  1956.  The  funer¬ 
al  service  was  conducted  by  Rev. 
John  McCormack,  Dr.  Arthur 
Terry  and  Clem  Baker.  Her  body 
was  laid  to  rest  in  beautiful  Grace- 
land  Cemetery,  Pine  Bluff.  Besides 
her  husband  she  is  survived  by 
five  sons,  Lawrence  of  Grady, 
Thomas  of  Hope,  Randolph  of 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  Robert  Henry, 
Jr.  of  New  York,  and  Charles  of 
jArmstrong,  Illinois,  and  six  grand¬ 
children.-  —  Clem  Baker 


EVANGELISM 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

of  the  Commission  on  Membership 
and  Evangelism  will  receive  in¬ 
structions. 

The  Methodist  Church  offers  such 
a  breadth  o£/oportunities  for  train¬ 
ing  and  inspiration  that  everyone 
can  find  something  to  meet  his 
need. 

8.  Special  consideration  will  be 
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Repairs  of 
damaged  windows 
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People  60  to  80: 
Tear  Out  This  Ad 

.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  to 
find  out  how  you  can  still  apply 
for  a  $1,000  life  insurance  policy 
to  help  take  care  of  final  expen¬ 
ses  without  burdening  your  fam¬ 
ily. 

You  handle  the  entire  trans¬ 
action  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  ob¬ 
ligation.  No  one  will  call  on  you! 

Write  today,  simply  giving 
your  name,  address  and  age.  Mail 
to  Old  American  Ins.  Co.,  1  West 
9th,  Dept.  L707C,  Kansas  City, 
Mo; 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 

415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 

Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

“In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district”  


given  by  the  Board  to  those  sections 
of  the  Conference  where  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  increasing.  We  should  have 
impressive  gains  in  membership  in 
those  sections.  The  Board  will  do 
all  in  its  power  to  aid  the  work 
there. 

We  wish,  now,  to  thank  God  for 
His  blessing  on  the  Church  this 
year.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Bishop 
for  his  always-dedicated  leadership, 
the  Superintendents,  without  whom 
the  work  can’t  be  done,  and  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  the  “Arkansas  Methodist” 
who,  readily,  make  available  space 
for  the  furtherance  of  this  phase  of 
/the  Lord’s  work. 

Finally,  let  this  be  the  prayer  of 


everyone,  everyday,  this  year:  “Fa¬ 
ther.  use  me  today  to  change  some 
life.”  Amen. 


Cool,  Delightful,  Relaxing 
SPRINGWOOD  ACRES 
On  Beautiful  Spring  River 
Fishing  -  Swimming  -  Boating 

Sites  for  cabins  or  homes.  Rea¬ 
sonable  prices.  Terms.  Leave 
U.S.  63  one  mile  north  of  Hardy, 
Arkansas.  Follow  signs.  Owner  on 
premises  daily. 

Irving  E.  Shultz 

Springwood  Acres 

Box  146  Hardy,.  Arkansas 
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For  a  penny... 
electricity  gives 
you  100  shaves 


Your  power  pennies  go  far  on  scores  of  other 
jobs,  too:  dishwashing,  cleaning,  coffee  mak¬ 
ing,  record  playing. 

You  won’t  find  a  bigger  bargain  than  electricity 
anywhere  in  your  budget.  And  the  men  and 
women  of  your  electric  company  work  con¬ 
stantly  to  keep  electricity  the  bargain  it  is  today. 


POWEi 


,IGHT 


HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
B id l e  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
ennstian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  5,  1956 
A  CALL  TO  CHRISTIAN  LIVING 

READ  CHAPTER  4  of  1st  Peter. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Therefore  gird  up  your 
minds ,  he  sober,  set  your  hope  fully  upon  the  grace  that 
is  coming  to  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.  (1 
Peter  1:13) 


We  come  to  the  second  lesson  of 
Unit  VII.  Let  us  keep  in  mind  that 
“Living  our  Faith”  is  the  subject 
of  this  series  of  seven  lessons.  In 
last  week’s  lesson  we  were  told  to 
“Live  Our  Faith”  by  the  manner  in 
which  we,  as  Christians,  meet  suf¬ 
fering  of  various  kinds.  This  week 
of  Temperance  Lesson  has  the  very 
appropriate  subject,  “A  Call  to 
Christian  Living.”  In  this  lesson  we 
find  a  somewhat  different  approach 
on  how  to  live  our  faith  as  we 
meet  the  various  temptations  to  in¬ 
temperance  in  our  day.  The  aim  of 
today’s  lesson  is  to  show  that  Chris¬ 
tian  people  must  live  a  different 
kind  of  life  than  people  of  the 
world  and  live  that  life  on  a  dif¬ 
ferent  plane  than  they  live. 

Two  Types  Of  Lives 

Our  lesson  today  pictures  in  direct 
contrast  two  types  of  lives.  One 
life  drifts  with  life’s  currents  and 
costs  little  real  effort  at  living. 
However,  following,  such  a  course 
in  life '  costs  practically  everything 
that  gives  life  its  real  values.  Such 
a  life  is  based  largely  on  selfish  in¬ 
stincts  that  give  emphasis  primarily 
to  a  desire  for  pleasurable  living, 
to  the  baser  passions  of  life  and  to 
a  materialistic  viewpoint  of  life.  It 
is  a  life  largely  dominated  by  un¬ 
disciplined  selfishness  and  is  lived 
with  little  or  no  thought  of  the 
great  tomorrow. 

The  other  life  pictured  in  the  les¬ 
son  requires  self  discipline  and  ac¬ 
tive  service  for  others  but  hoi  ds 
timeless  values  that  operate  in  life 
both  here  and  hereafter.  This  life 
is  motivated  by  a  desire  to  be  a 
co-worker  with  God  in  building  a 
better  world  here  and  a  kingdom 
eternal  in  the  next  life,  and  that 
despite  temporary  costs. 

In  such  a  life  Christians  are  to 
have  something  of  the  “same  mind 
as  Christ  who  taught  us  th£t: 

(1)  Christianity  is  a  way  of'' life 
that  leads  us  to  “life  more  abund¬ 
antly  lived.” 

(2)  We  are  to  love  and  pray  for 
everybody  including  our  enemies. 

(3)  We  are  to  treat  other  people 
as  we  would  have  them  treat  us. 

(4)  Our  first  responsibility  in  life 
is  to  love  God  supremely  and  our 
neighbor  as  ourselves.  Such  are 
some  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
second  type  of  life. 

Christian  Fellowship  Then  and  Now 

Perhaps  we  will  have  a  better 
understanding  of  what  it  meant  to 
-that  early  day  if-  we  look  at  the 
situation  then  in  contrast  with  that 
of  today. 

What  does  it  mean  to  join  the 
Christian  church  today?  For  one 
thing  it  means  that  we  have  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  the  most  respected, 
the  most  highly  honored,  the  most 
influential  group  of  like  size  in  the 
world.  It  means  that  we  have  the 
privilege  of  worshiping  wherever. 
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whenever  and  however  we  choose. 
It  means  that  we  have  about  us, 
in  our  worship,  the  full  protection 
of  the  law.  Now,  one  cannot  even 
disturb  religious  worship  without 
breaking  the  law.  W  e  have  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  an  organization  with 
a  world-wide  benevolent  program 
that  reaches  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth?  These  are  a  few  of  the  bene-, 
fits  of  church  membership  thatN 
might  head  a  long  list  of  benefits 
which  attend  church  membership 
today. 

What  did  it  mean  to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  when  Peter  wrote  his  letter? 
In  the  first  place  it  meant  that  you 
were  becoming  >a  part  of  an  or¬ 
ganization  that  was  outlawed  b  y 
the  state  and  operated  largely  as 
an  “underground^  movement.”  1 1 
meant  that  private  worship  might 
result  in  persecution  or  even  death 
and  that  public  worship  must  be 
carried  on  in  secret.  Instead  of  pro¬ 
tection  of  worship  by  law,  it  was 
the  duty  of  officials,  under  the 
Roman  lawT  to  break  up  worship 
wherever  found  and  arrest  the 
worshippers.  It  meant  being  os¬ 
tracized  largely  from  the  social 
activities  and  other  forms  of  com¬ 
munity  life  since,  in  general,  such 
life  was  lived  contrary  to  Christian 
principles. 

Christians  Must  Be  Different 

In  the  lesson  text,  Peter  tells  the 
Christians  of  Asia  Minor  and  us 
that  the  Christian  life  should  be 
lived  so  differently  from  life  as  the 
world  lived  it  that  the  people  of 
the  world  will  “think  it  strange” 
—  (RSV)  “They  are  surprised  that 
you  do  not  now  join  them  in  the 
same  wild,  profligate  living.” 

One  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the 
greatest  danger  the  church  faces 
today  is  the  fact  that  s  o  many 
church  people  live  so  nearly  like 
so  many  people  of  the  world.  A 
profession  of  religion  has  made 
such  a  little  difference  in  the 
moral  conduct  to  many  members  of 
the  church. 

We  may  be  sure  that  the  church 
can  not  save  the  world  from  world¬ 
liness  unless  professed  Christian 
people  quit  living  like  the  world 
lives.  The  world  will  never  be 
saved  from  the  wide-spread  wave 
that  has  engulfed  so  many  until 
professed  Christian  people  quit  the 
role  of  camp  followers  to  every 
gambling  scheme  that  has  popular 
appeal.  The  church  will  make  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  progress  in  the  battle 
against  the  liquor  traffic  that  has 
become  a  real  threat  to  our  very 
survival  as  a  great  nation,  so  long 
as  professed  Christian  people  serve 
intoxicating  drinks  in  their  homes 
or  engage  in  social  drinking  in  var¬ 
ious  forms  of  entertainment. 
Church  people,  who  have  regard 
for  the  church  and  their  influence 


/ 


as  church  members  should  learn  to 
say  a  positive,  final  “no”  when  the 
drinking  of,  intoxicating  drinks  is 
proppsed. 

The  church  will  never  be  able  to 
_  stop  the  legal  sale  of  liquor  until 

I  church  people  are  willing,  and  even 
anxious,  to  stand  up  and  be  coun¬ 
ted  at  the  ballot  boxes  and  in  leg¬ 
islative  halls.  Christian  people  must 
become  willing  to  work  as  hard  for 
Christ’s  sake  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
liquor  as  liquor  forces  work  to 
make  possible  the  sale  of  liquor  for 
the  profit  they  make  in  the  sale. 

It  Requires  Courage  And  Conviction 
To  Be  Different 

The  lesson  text  indicates  that 
Christian  people  should  be  “sur¬ 
prisingly”  different  from  the  world. 
The  necessity  for  religious  people 
to  be  different  from  the  world,  in 
order  to  be  influential  and  effec¬ 
tive,  is  in  no  sense  new.  It  has  al¬ 
ways  been  necessary  for  religious 
people  to  live  lives  that  differ  from 
the  life  of  the  masses. 

We  have  this  distinction  urged 
early  in  the  records  of  human,  life. 
In  Deuteronomy  14:2,  in  the  early 
life  of  the  Israelites,  the  inspired 
writer  says  “  God  hath  chosen  thee 
to  be  a  PECULIAR  PEOPLE.”  The 
Psalmist  says  in  Psalm  35:4,  “The 
Lord  hath  chosen  .  .  .  Israel  for  a 
PECULIAR  treasure.”  Paul,  in 
writing  to  Titus  says  of  Christ,  in 
Titus  2:14,*  that  He  “gave  himself 
for  us  that  he  might  .  .  .  purify 
unto  himself  a  PECULIAR  people.” 
In  the  Book  of  1  Peter,  which  we 
have  been  studying,  the  writer  says 
in  chapter  2:9  “But  ye  are  a  chosen 
generation  ...  a  PECULIAR  peo¬ 
ple  that  ye  should  shew  forth  the 
praise  of  him.” 

We  should  not  get  a  mistaken 
idea  of  this  word  “Peculiar”  as  it 
is  used  so  frequently  in  the  Bible 
to  describe  religious  people.  Some 
think  that  to  be  peculiar  one  must 
be  eccentric,  erratic,  odd,  queer  or 
in  some  way  freakish.  That  is  in 
no  sense  the  meaning  of  the  word 
as  used  in  the  Bible.  In  the  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible 
the  word  translated  peculiar,  in  1 
Peter  2:9  in  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion  is  translated  “God’s  own  peo¬ 
ple.”  That  approximately  is  its 
meaning  wherever  used  to  describe 
religious  people.  They  are  “God’s 
own  people.” 

Nevertheless,  it  requires  courage 
and  conviction  to  be  “God’s  own 
people”  in  the  midst  of  a  world 
such  as  we  live  in. 

(1)  A  reformer  must  often  face 
all  kinds  of  ridicule  and  personal 
insults  in  promoting  his  cause. 

(2)  It  requires  courage  and  con¬ 
viction  for  a  husband  or  wife  in  the 
home  to  hold  "fast  to  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples  if  the  companion  in  the 
home  is  indifferent  to  religion. 

(3)  It  requires  courage  and  con¬ 
viction  religiously  for  women  to 
avoid  compromising  their  faith  and 
the  cause  of  Christ  as  they  move 
in  social  circles  where  hostesses 
and  many  of  the  guests  have  little 
concern  for  high  moral  standards 
of  conduct. 

(4)  It  requires  Christian  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  high  order  for  business  and 
professional  men  to  remain  honest 
and  fair  in  dealing  with  competi¬ 
tors  who  are  “cutting  corners”  in 
shady  deals  all  about  him. 

(5)  Young  people  are  severely 
tested  as  they  try  to  maintain  high 
standards  of  character  in  the  face 
of  the  laxness  and  careless  moral 
living  practiced  by  many  of  their 
crowd.  Also,  there  are  those  who 
teach  our' youth  that  chasity  is  not 
a  matter  of  much  importance;  that 


dissipation  is  not  as  harmful  as  re- 
pression;  that  they  should  avoid  a 
sense  of  guilt  for  what  they  do 
And  after  all,  “everybody  is  doing 
it”  so  it  must  not  be  wrong.  Under 
such  influence  it  is  easy  to  miss  the 
way. 

Our  youth  also  see  in  magazines 
on  television  and  hear  over  radio 
that  alcoholic  drinks  “belong”  jn 
the  home  and  social  life.  Drink,  as 
advertised,  is  often  associated  with 
beautiful  girl£,  culture,  grace,  poise 
_jand  “men  of  distinction.”  After  the 
home,  the  school  and  the  church 
have  done  all  they  can  for  our 
youth,  it  still  requires  a  personal 

courage  and  purposefulness  in _ life 

of  a  high  order  to  enable  them  to 
avoid  the  numberless  pitfalls  of 
moral  laxness,  social  drinking  and 
purposeless  living  with  which  they 
are  surrounded. 

We  Need  Discipline  Born 
Of  Self-Dedication 

To  be  happily  and  usefully  re¬ 
ligious  amid  the  conflicting  cross 
currents  of  today’s  world,  it  is 
necessary  for  one  to  have  a  per¬ 
sonal  discipline  bofn  of  self-dedi- 
.  cation.  Commandments,  rules,  re¬ 
quirements  may  be  helpful  in  giv¬ 
ing  general  direction  to  life.  Never¬ 
theless,  life  would  be  formal,  meti¬ 
culous,  spirtless  and  as  mechanical 
as  was  the  life  of  the  strictest  Jew  I 
in  J esus’  day  if  it  were  necessary  for 
us  to  consult  a  book  of  rules  of 
some  nature  before  we  were  able 
to  decide  a  course'  of  conduct.  Peter 
was  insisting  on  an  irrevocable 
commitment  of  life  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  to  avoid  the  dangers  of 
turning  back  from  that  way,  and  in 
order  also  that  these  early  Chris¬ 
tians  might  avoid  the  necessity  of 
making  a  multitude  of  decisions 
where  but  one  decision  was 
enough.  So  it  is  with  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  today.  If  we  have,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  made  such  a  decision  we 
shall  have  settled  most  o  f  the 
problems  of  the  Christian  life  of 
ourselves. 

The  athlete,  without  question, 
trains  hours  on  end  in  order  to  be 
prepared  for  the  test  in  competi¬ 
tion.  The  musician  practices  over 
months  and  even  years  in  order  to 
play  well  at  the  proper  time.  The 
scholar  spends  years  in  study  be¬ 
fore  he  has  mastered  his  course. 
Having  dedicated  their  live's  to  a 
certain  course  of  conduct,  other 
matters  were  of  secondary  im¬ 
portance. 

In  answering  the  “call  to  Chris¬ 
tian  Living”  our  first  concern 
should  be  a  wholehearted,  unre¬ 
served  dedication  of  ourselves  to 1 
the  Christian  wa\  of  life.  Paul,  in 
telling  -how  the  grace  of  God  be¬ 
stowed  on  the  churches  of  Mace¬ 
donia  had  resulted  in  such  a  mar¬ 
velous  manner  of  life,  explained  it 
by  saying  that  the  Macedonians 
“first  gave  their  own  selves  t  o 
God.”  When  they  gave  themselves, 
that  was  a  Self-dedication  which 
included  everything  of  life.  Paul 
said  such  a  consecration  even  made 
them  joyous  in  affliction  and  liber¬ 
al  in  poverty. 

Without  such  a  personal  self- 
dedication  of  our  lives,  every  de¬ 
tail  of  Christian  Jiving  will  become 
increasingly  burdensome.  With  such 
a  commitment  of  life  the  details 
of  Christian  living  will  naturally 
and  normally  fall  into  the  general 
pattern  of  Christian  living  and 
form  life  a  while  at  its  best. 
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Centenary  Choir 
Continues  Far 
East  Tour 

In  the  mist-shrouded  mountains 
terrain  of  Korea,  somewhere  near 
the  38th  Parallel,  members  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  'discov¬ 
ered  that  Christianity  needs  no 
swelling  organ  music  or  vaulted 
cathedrals  to  be  magnificent. 

The  29  young  singers  from  the 
Shreveport  campus,  now  touring 
the  Far  East  with  their  director, 
A.  C.  Voran,  attended  Sunday 
services  recently  in  a  simple  chap¬ 
el  constructed  through  joint  efforts 
of  Korean  Christians  and  American 
servicemen. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary,  who  is  accompanying 
the  singing  aggregation  on  the  45- 
day  tour,  said  the  services  were 
a  conducted  by  a  young  Methodist 
chaplain  from  North  Carolina. 

“It  was  while  we  were  eating  in 
the  officers’  mess  at  1st  Corps 
Headquarters  north  of  Seoul  that 
one  of  the  officers  began  to  tell  me 
about  the  beautiful  little  chapel 
which  the  GI’s  along  with  Korean 
Christians,  had  built,”  Dr.  Mickle 
said  in  a  letter  to  college  person¬ 
nel.  “When  I  expressed  an  interest, 
he  invited  the  choir  to  attend  30- 
minute  services  and  to  sing  a  few 
special  numbers.” 

The  choir  members,  away  from 
their  home  churches  since  July  1 
and  eagej  for  their  first  real  wor¬ 
ship  since  leaving  Shreveport, 
jumped  eagerly  at  the  chance. 

Quietly  and  with  impressive  dig¬ 
nity,  the  Methodist  chaplain  spoke 
of  the  three  roads  all  Christians 
must  journey:  (1)  the  road  to  Da¬ 
mascus,  where  they  will  meet  the 
Master;  (2)  the  road  to  Jericho,  or 
the  road  of  service,  and,  (3)  the 
road  to  Golgotha,  or  the  road  of 
sacrifice. 

“It  was  deeply  moving,”  Dr. 
Mickle  reported,  “and  the  choir 
members  listened  silently,  obvious¬ 
ly  feeling  that  the  service  was  sat¬ 
isfying  a  hunger  all  had  been  feel¬ 
ing  since  leaving  home.” 

Five  Korean  women  then  joined 
with  four  American  GI’s  in  singing 
the  familiar  hymns,  “Wonderful 
Words  of  Life”  and  “Nearer,  My 
God,  To  Thee.”  . 

“It  was  impossible  not  to  feel 
that  God  was,  indeed,  nearer,  and 
that  we  were  nearer  to  Him  al¬ 
though  far  away  from  home  and 
loved  ones,”  Dr.  Mickle  observed. 

The  choir  members  sang,  “Salva¬ 
tion  Is  Created,”  and  a  hush  fell 
over  the  assemblage — a  hush  which 
lasted  as  the  young  singers  walked 
to  the  site  of  their  afternoon  con¬ 


Elderly  Koreans  and  two  members  of  the  Centenary  College  Choir  gaze  at  each 
other  with  mutual  curiosity  and  friendliness  on  a  bridge  in  the  old  palace  grounds  in 
Seoul,  Korea,  where  the  young  singers  now  are  entertaining  American  troops  rn  the 
course  of  their  45-day  Far  Eastern  tour.  .Mary  and  Louis  Blankenbaker  of  DeRidder, 
the  only  husband-wife  team  in  the  choir,  are  the  singers.  (Photo  by  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle) 


To  Teach  Course  At  Pastors'  Refresher  School 


Dr.  FLOYD.  FEEL Y,  Jr. 
Emory  University 


cert,  where  they  gave  what  critics 
termed  “the  best  performance  to 

date”. 

“The  reception  was  really  tre¬ 
mendous,’-’  Dr.  Mickle  said.  “After 
the  concert  was  concluded,  many 
of  those  who  heard  it  came  up  to 
us  and  said  they  wanted  to  know 
more  about  Centenary  College  and 
would  like  to  receive  literature 
about  it.  And,  as  our  bus  left  the 
camp,  we  heard  shouts  of  “Hurrah 
for  Centenary”.  You  can  imagine 
how  good  that  made  us  all  feel.” 

“The  worship  service  gave  real 
meaning  to  the  entire  concert 
tour,”  the  college  president  said. 
“The  familiar  old  hymns  took  on 
new  significance  in  that  unfamiliar 
setting,  and  the  ties  that  bind 
Methodists  together  all  around  the 
world  became  a  little  more  closely 
drawn.  We  all  sensed  it  and  felt  the 
better  for  it.” 


Dr.  Floyd  Feely,  Jr.,  a  professor 
at  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  will  be  one  of  the  teachers  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  annual 
Pastors’  Refresher  School  program, 
scheduled  for  Centenary  College, 
August  27-31,  according  to  Rev. 
Earl  B.  Emmerich,  Lake  Charles, 
dean  of  the  school. 

Other  leaders  in  the  school  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  Henry  Johnson,  dean  of 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
who  will  offer  a  course,  and  Dr. 
Everett  W.  Palmer,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Glendale  Calif.,  who  will 
be  the  platform  speaker.  Rev. 
Douglas  McGuire,  Shreveport, 
chairman  of  the  school’s  Board  of 
Managers,  will  arrange  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  cooperation  with  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Education. 

Most  of  those  attending  will  be 
housed  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  where  requests  for  regis¬ 
tration  are  now  being  accepted  by 
Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  Centenary 
vice-president.  Registration  fee  for 
the  school  for  pastors  is  $2.00  with 
a  $3.00  fee  being  charged  for  a  pas¬ 
tor  and  wife.  Room  fee  per 'person 
is  ^2.00  with  meal  tickets  being 
sold  for  $8.00. 

The  school  opens  on  Monday 
afternoon,  with  the  closing  session 
scheduled  for  noon,  Friday,  August 
31. 


Lay  Teams  Fill 
Pulpits 

Traveling  throughout  the  Ruston 
District  filling  pulpits  during  the 
summer  have  been  three  lay  teams 
from  the  Grace  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston. 

They  have  spoken  to  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Antioch,  Simsboro,  Ring- 
gold,  Eros,  and  Dubach.  These  men 
have  been  doing  this  as  a  project 
instigated  by  the  Methodist  Men 
after  the  Lay  Conference. 

Teams  have  been  composed  of 


NEW  BASTROP 
CHURCH  HOLDS 
SPECIAL  SERVICES 

A  week  of  special  services  is  in 
progress  for  the  new  Methodist 
Church  which  is  to  be  organized  in 
Bastrop,  according  to  announcement 
by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Brady  B.  For¬ 
man.  Service  began  on  Sunday 
night,  July  29,  at  7:30  p.m.  On  each 
evening  throughout  the  week  a  dif¬ 
ferent  preacher  is  bringing  the  mes¬ 
sage.  „  , 

Qr.  B.  R.  Oliphint  of  the  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  opened 
the  week  of  services  on  Sunday 
night.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  of  the 
Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church 
preached  on  Monday  night;  Rev. 
James  M.  Poole  of  the  Oak  Ridge 
^Methodist  Church,  Tuesday  night; 
Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum  of  the  Oak 
Grove  Methodist  Church  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  night;  Rev.  Walter  M.  Allen 
of  the  Sterlington  Methodist  Church 
will  preach  on  Thursday  night;  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain  of  the  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  Friday  night; 
Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Saturday,  and 
Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Monroe  District, 
will  administer  the  sacrament  of 
baptism  and  bring  the  message  on 
'  Sunday. 

Mrs.  Nell  Foreman,  the  choir  di¬ 
rector  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  is  leading  the  singing  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  The  choir  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  will  bring  the 
special  music  for  Saturday  night.  . 

At  the  Sunday  morning  service, 
August  5,  the  charter  members  will 
be  received  into  the  new  church. 

Youth  Activities 
Week  At  Bunkie 

Youth  Activities  Week  is  being 
held  at  the  David  Haas  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  July  30- 
August  3,  Monday  through  Friday 
evening,  with  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bow- 
don,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Live  Oak  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Watson,  director.  Miss 
Billie  Jon  Mulhearn  is  president  of 
the  local  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Couvillion  is  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Youth  Division  and 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Griffin  is  counselor  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 

The  session  begins  with  supper 
each  evening  at  7:00  p.m.  served  by 
the  circles  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  is  followed 
by  a  study  course  and  indoor  and 
outdoor  recreational  activities.  A 
brief  worship  closes  the  program 
each  evening. 

Mr.  Bowdon  is  teaching  the  cred¬ 
ited  course,  “A  Study  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Youth  Fellowship.” 

Lucious  McGehee,  Claude  Ash, 
Claude  Ruple,  Jimmy  Howard, 
Vernon  Lay,  Hal  Barker,  Jimmie 
DeMoss,  Dr.  P.  K.  Smith,  Bob 
Wynn,  Thomp  Raley,  Leroy  De- 
Freese,  Dr.  D.  L.  Coffman,  and  Mrs. 
Hal  Barker. 


BORN  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr., 
a  son,  Kenneth  Stephen,  Wednesday,  July 
11.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  the  Live 
Oak  Methodist  Church. 

AL  HORTEINS,  Lafayette,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  Wednesday 
evening,  Jufy  18.  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  is  pastor. 

WALTER  R.  HILLIS  of  Loranger  was  the  guest 
speaker  Friday  evening,  July  20,  at  the  re¬ 
vival  service  held  in  the  Livingston  Methodist 
Church,  July  16-21.  Other  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  John  C.  Bonds. 

REV.  E.  W.  SANDEL,  pastor  of  the  Palestine 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  for 
revival  services  held  at  the  ProspecT  Methodist 
Curch  on  the  Hornbeck  Charge,  where  Rev. 
Byron  F.  Roberts  is  pastor. 

DR.  W.  L.  DOSS,  retired  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  preached  at  the  Haynes- 
ville  Methodist  Church  Sunday,  July  29,  in  the 
absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Jacl^Midyett,  who 
with  Mrs.  Midyett  is  on  vacation. 

REV.  PAUL  DURBIN,  pastor  of  the  Browns¬ 
ville  Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe,  was 
the  guest  preacher  at  revival  services  held  in  the 
Mt.  Mariah  Methodist  Church,  on  the  Arcadia 
Charge,  July  15-22.  Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  is  pastor. 

REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON,  Superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  service,  Sun¬ 
day,  July  29,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe.  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  is  pastor. 

REV.  JIMMIE  J.  CARAWAY,  pastor  of  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  was  the  guest  preacher  for  revival  serv¬ 
ices  held  at  the  Evergood  Methodist  Church, 
July  22-27.  Rev.  Carl  Lipe  is  pastor. 

REV.  JAMES  A.  McLEAN,  instructor  in  the 
Bible  Department  and  Director  of  Religious 
Activities  on  the  Centenary  College  campus,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  Mangum  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport,  Sunday  morning, 
July  29. 

R.  R.  H.  HARPER,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  guest  preacher 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  July  22.  James  Hernandez  was  the 
speaker  for  the  night  service.  Rev.  Fred  Flurry 
is  pastor. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader  was  the  speaker  for  the  morning 
service  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Benton, 
Sunday,  July  22.  Mr.  Lay  spoke  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Plain  Dealing  at  the  evening 
service. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  is  the  guest 
preacher  for  revival  services  being  held  this 
week  at  the  Castor  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  K. 
K.  Carrithers  is  pastor  of  the  Castor  church  on 
the  Bienville  Charge.  " 

FAMILY  DAY  was  observed  at  the  Southside 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Sunday,  July  15, 
in  celebrating  a  fourth  anniversary.  The  church 
was  organized  with  125  charter  members,  and 
now  has  a  membership  of  402.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 
is  pastor. 

DR.  LEO  ALLBRITTON,  Dean  of  Graduate 
School,  Northwestern  State  College,  was  the 
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speaker  at  the  monthly  supper  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club,  of  the  Evergreen  Church. 
Dr.  Allbritton  chose  as  his  subject,  “What  Does 
It  Mean  To  Be  A  Methodist?”  Rev.  Carl  Lipe 
is  pastor. 

ETTY  SUE  BOYDSTUN,  a  Northwestern 
graduate,  has  replaced  the  Rev.  Robert  Par¬ 
rot  as  director  of  the  Methodist  Student  Center 
at  Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute  this  sum¬ 
mer.  Betty'  received  her  Master  of  Religious 
Education  degree  at  the  School  of  Theology, 
Boston  State  College. 

REV.  RALPH  E.  JOHNSON,  a  certified  evan¬ 
gelist  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism, 
conducted  revival  services  at  the  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church  July  15-29.  Assisting  him  with 
the  music,  and  with  the  youth  and  children’s 
programs  was  Miss  Roberta  Hall.  Rev.  Roy  E. 
Mouser  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  J.  M.  ALFORD,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  the  guest  preach¬ 
er  at  the  Rroadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Sunday  evening,  July  22.  Since  his  retire¬ 
ment,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alford  has  served  ten  years 
as  supply  pastor.  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck  is 
pastor  at  Broadmoor  Church. 

REV.  JIM  GARRETT,  pastor  of  the  Chatham 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  preacher  for 
revival  services  held  at  the  Hollins  Chapel 
Methodist  Church,  July  23-28.  The  revival  closed 
with  a  home-coming  service  Sunday  morning, 
July  29,  followed  by  a  dinner  on  the  grounds 
for  members  and  ffiends  of  the  church.  Rev.  Ed 
Pickens  of  Ball  is  pastor. 

JUDGE  ROBERT  J.  O’NEAL,  district  judge 
from  Shreveport,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Methodist  Men’s  meeting  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  Monday  night,  July  9. 
Judge  O’Neal  was  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference  this  year.  He  discussed  several  of 
the  policies  adopted  at  the  conference.  Rev.  W. 
D.  Milton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

A  TOTAL  of  375  Church  School  workers  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  were 
guests  at  the  12th  annual  Appreciation  Workers’ 
Conference  dinner  held  at  the  church  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  July  25.  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  associate 
pastor,  represented  the  church  in  an  expression 
of  appreciation.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

DR.  EUGENE  SLATER,  pastor  of  the  Polk 
Street  Methodist  Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas, 
will  be  the  guest  preacher  for  revival  services 
to  be  held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Min- 
den,  the  week  of  August  6-12.  Dr.  Slater  is  a 
native  of  Sibley,  where  his  mother,  Mrs.  O.  T. 
Slater,  lives,  and  with  whom  he  will  spend 
some  time  during  this  visit  to  Louisiana. 

REV.  BYRAPPA  RATHNAM  ISAIAH  was  the 
guest  preacher  Sunday  evening,  July  22,  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Amite.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Isaiah  is  the  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Yadagiri  District  in  South  India,  and  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  recent  session  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  pastor  of  the 
Amite  Church. 

DR.  VIRGIL  MORRIS,  Superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  was  speaker  Sunday 
evening,  July  22,  to  the  MYF  group  at  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  His 
topic  was  a  report  on  the  recent  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  meeting  was 
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followed  by  a  watermelon  supper.  Rev.  A.  M. 
Serex  is  pastor  at  Rayne  Memorial. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  changes  in  appointments  in  the  New 
Orleans  District.  Rev.  T.  O.  Crosby,  Jr.,  from  the 
Mississippi  Conference  to  St.  James  Methodist 
Church  of  Marrero.  Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant  from 
St.  James  Methodist  Church  to  Aldersgate  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Rev.  W.  B.  Hollings¬ 
worth  from  Aldersgate  Methodist  Church  to  the 
Lacombe  Methodist  Church. 

DR.  B.  C.  TAYLOR,  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  preached  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  service  at  the  Mooringsport  Methodist 
Church,  Sunday,  July  22.  Following  the  service 
a  ground-breaking  ceremony  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  3,100  square  foot  educational  building 
was  held.  The  new  educational  building  will  be 
connected  to  the  church  by  an  arcade.  Rev. 
Rupert  D.  Coles  is  pastor  at  Mooringsport. 

D,R.  DANA  DAWSON,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Dr. 
Carl  LLueg,  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Cnarles,  will  leave  July  30  for  a  six-week 
tour  of  Europe  and  the  Holy  Lands  led  by 
Bishop  Dana  Dawson,  bishop  of  the  Kansas  Area. 
After  the  tour  of  the  Holy  Lands,  including  the 
Arab  country  as  well  as  Israel,  the  group  will 
return  via  Geneva  and  London  and  plan  to  be 
home  September  16. 

DR.  H.  M.  KING,  associate  director  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  architecture  for  the  Methodist 
Church,  with  headquarters  in  Philadelphia,  was 
guest  speaker  for  the  district  board  of  missions 
and  church  extension  meeting  Tuesday  noon, 
July  24,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port.  Dr.  King  will  survey  locations  in  Shreve¬ 
port  where  new  congregations  are  needed,  and 
serve  as  consultant  on  plans  now  on  the  draw¬ 
ing  board  for  ten  new  sanctuaries  and  education 
buildings. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  Church  of  Welsh 
has  begun  a  program  under  which  lay  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  will  assist  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  in  conducting  both  Sunday® 
services  as  assistant  lay  ministers  and  will  also 
receive  special  instructions  in  the  beliefs  and 
doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  men 
will  meet  with  Brother  Cooke  each  week  in  de¬ 
votional  sessions  designed  to  deepen  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  church  and  to  plan  the  work  of  the 
church.  They  will  do  special  visitation  work 
also. 

REV.  JIM  WOODWARD,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Greenburg,  was  the 
guest  speaker  during  a  revival  at  Darlington 
Methodist  Church,  on  the  St.  Helena  Circuit, 
July  22-27.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade, 
preached  for  Brother  Woodward  in  Greenburg 
on  Sunday,  July  22,  the  day  the  revival  started. 
Rev.  Kenneth  Norton  of  Ida,  is  preaching  in  re¬ 
vival  services  at  Wesley  Chapel,  on  the  Greens  - 
burg  Charge,  August  5  through  August  12.  He 
worked  under  Brpther  Woodward  for  three 
years  at  Ida.  Each  morning  Brother  Norton  will 
have  a  message  on  the  Amite  radio  station. 

A  FAMOUS  Methodist  minister,  a  world-known 
physician,  and  a  popular  master  of  cere¬ 
monies  will  discuss  together  the  problems  of  the 
physical  and  spiritual  rehabilitation  of  multiple 
sclerosis  patients  on  a  nation-wide  ABC  tele¬ 
vision  broadcast  Friday,  August  3  at  10:30  p.m. 
Eastern  Daylight  Time.  The  minister  is  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman,  pastor  of  Christ  Church, 
New  York,  chaplain  of  the  New  York  University, 
and  director  of  the  Hall  of  Fame.  Dr.  Sockman 
is  also  president  of  the  Church  Peace  Union,  a 
Carnegie-endowed,  organization,  and  he  chairs 
the  Board  of  World  Peace  of  his  own  denomina¬ 
tion. 
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FROM  STRENGTH  TO  STRENGTH 

This  old  world  and  its  people  have  been 
accused  of  many  sins.  It  has  been  called  selfish, 
cruel,  dollar-minded,  un-godly.  But  it  can  never 
be  accused  of  being  static.  Most  people  are  on 
the  run.  It  isn’t  so  important  where  they  are 
going,  but  that  they  are  moving,  squirming, 
“rockin’  and  rollin’  The  action  itself  is  not 
especially  wrong,  because  use  makes  muscles 
strong.  Lack  of  action  makes  bodies  and  minds 
weak. 

But  action  by  itself  will  not  save  anyone. 
Some  writer  compared  unguided  action  as 
“mounting  one’s  horse  and  riding  off  in  all 
directions.”  The  job  for  us,  then,  is  to  try  to 
set  a  course  of  action  and  to  pursue  it.  And  to 
set  a  course  means  that  we  must  first  find 
where  we  want  to  go,  then  decide  what  means 
we  shall  use  to  get  there.  Probably  the  greatest 
weakness  of  most  people  is  that  they  don’t 
know  where  they  are  going. 

Because  so  many  persons  are  not  planning 
what  to  do  with  their  lives,  they  go  nervously 
from  one  thing  to  another.  Many  who  like  to 
use  tfye  word,  remark  constantly  about  their 
“troubles.”  Every  little  emotional  upset;  every 
frustration  however  small;  causes  some  peo¬ 
ple  to  moan  that  they  have  more  than  their 
share  of  problems.  Never  looking  above  their 
own  hats,  they  go  from  trouble  to  trouble. 
Others  who  are  not  willing  to  face  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  living  nobly  will  allow  themselves  to 
be  tossed  about  by  weakness  and  temptation. 
They  are  vaguely  worried,  buj  are  not  strong 
enough  spiritually  to  look  life  squarely  in  the 
face. 

The  psalmist  wrote  this  about  people  who 
put  their  trust  in  God,  (Ps.  84:7)  “They  go  from 
strength  to  strength.”  God  has  never  promised 
freedom  from  troubles ,  or  temptations,  or  anger. 
He  hasn’t  even  promised  freedom  from  ufcers. 
But  He  has  told  us  that  if  we  trust  Him,  we 
shall  progress  “from  strength  to  strength.” 
Growing  in  His  power  may  not  be  easy,  but 
look  at  the  rewards!  Hear  the  psalmist  as  he 
closes  his  hymn,  “O  Lord  of  hosts,  blessed  is 
the  man  who  trusts  in  thee!”  „ 


Editorial 

^Pastors  Need  <SA  Vacation 

THIS  is  the  period  of  the  year  when  many 
of  our  people  are  on  vacation  enjoying  a 
time  of  relaxation  and  pleasure.  Vacations 
are  worth  what  they  cost,  not  only  for  the 
diversion  they  offer  but  for  the  revived  strength, 
physical  and  mental,  which  comes  with  the 
change  of  activities  a  vacation  offers. 

There  is  possibly  no  group  of  people  in 
greater  need  of  a  vacation  than  that  group  of 
pastors  who  take  their  work  seriously.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  church  sometimes  does  not  realize' 
it  but  there  is  seldom  a  time  when  a  pastor  does 
not  have  the  pressure  of  his  work  from  some 
angle. 

Always  present  is  the  fact  that  he  is  the 
spiritual  Header  of  his  people.  Usually  twice, 
at  least,  every  Sunday  it  is  his  responsibility  to 
stand  in  the  pulpit  and  speak  to  his  people  about 
the  most  important  matters  of  life — a  character 
to  be  built,  a  service  to  be  rendered  and  the 
destiny  of  a  soul  to  be  determined.  The  pastor 
never  feels  fully  prepared  for  the  Sunday  serv¬ 
ices.  He  simply  gives  whatever  time  he  feels 
he  can  take  from  other  responsibilities  to  the 
preparation  of  his  message  and  then  must  de¬ 
liver  it  incomplete  as  it  often  is.  No  one  of  his 
listeners  is  more  aware  of  any  deficiency  of 
preparation  than  himself. 

There  is  also  the  matter  of  pastoral  visita¬ 
tion  in  the  homes  of  the  church.  There  ajre  sick 
calls  in  homes  and  hospitals.  There  are  the  new¬ 
comers  and  prospective  members  to  be  visited. 
Round  after  round  of  almost  countless  commit¬ 
tee  meetings  and  conferences  to  be  attended. 
Death  calls  come  when  the  sympathetic  pastor 
will  use  nervous  energy  and  spiritual  powers 
with  a  holy  abandon  in  a  effort  to  comfort  and 
encourage  those  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
loved  one.  There  is  also  the  constant  pressure 
of  a  general,  church-wide  program  which  brings 
increasing  responsibilities  as  the  years  pass. 

This  type  of  pressure  is  not  temporary.  It  is 
not  an  emergency  that  can  be  met  by  a  special 
outlay  of  physical  and  spiritual  energy.  It  is  a 
continuous  program  through  the  365  days  of  the 
year.  Sunday,  the  day  of  relaxation  for  most 
people,  is  the  pastor’s  busiest  day. 

Consequently  vwe  say,  “Pastors  need  a  va¬ 
cation.”  They  need  a  few  days  in  which  to  re¬ 
plenish  used  up  energies  for  their  own  sake. 
They  need  a  vacation  in  order  to  be  at  their  best 
in  the  service  of  the  church  for  rest  of  the  year. 
Some  pastors,  who  need  it  most  will  not  take  a 


vacation  unless  the  church  suggests  it.  The 
church  should  suggest  it. 

tragedy  Strikes  Qlose 

AT  times  tragedy  seems  remote  and  with¬ 
out  any  relationship  to  our  own  little 
worlds  and  then  suddenly  without 
warning  it  strikes  close,  leaving  in  its 
wake  many  unanswered  questions.  Tragedy 
came  to  Methodists  of  this  Area  last  week  when 
five  ministers  of  the  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence,  enroute  to  Arkansas  for  the  weekend  from 
the  Accepted  Supply  School  in  Dallas,  were 
casualties  in  an  automobile  accident  which 
claimed  the  lives  of  two  of  their  number  as 
well  as  the  occupant  of  the  other  automobile 
involved.  The  three  surviving  ministers  are  pa¬ 
tients  in  a  Mt.  Vernon,  Texas,  hospital. 

Unanswered  questions  range  from  “w  h  y 
should  fate  determine  that  two  Christian  min¬ 
isters  who  sought  only  to  do  good  have  their 
lives  suddenly  taken  from  them  while  many 
persons  full  of  evil  seem  to  prosper”  to  “why 
would  the  God  these  five  men  serve  permit 
such  a  tragedy  to  visit  the  homes  of  those 
whose  lives  were  committed  to  Him?”  These 
questions  have  gone  unanswered  since  time  im¬ 
memorial,  and  every  person  near  to  such  a 
tragedy  will  continue  to  ponder  their  answers. 

This  and  other  calamities  such  as  occured 
also  last  week  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  should 
serve  to  remind  us,  however,  that  there  is  much 
suffering  in  the  world,  a  fact  that  we  are  prone 
to  forget  from  time  to  time.  It  is  difficult  to  re¬ 
member,  in  this  land  of  plenty,  that  there  are 
millions  of  hungry  people;  here  in  the  land  of 
the  free  we  forget  too  often  that  millions  suffer 
under  the  heel  of  political  oppression;  in  the 
day  by  day  health  that  many  of  us  are  privi¬ 
leged  to  experience  we  soonjforget  that  it  is 
the  lot  of  many  to  know  physical  pain  and 
suffering  for  months  and  months,  sometimes 
stretching  into  years. 

The  unanswered  questions  of  tragedy  should 
also  remind  us  that  one’s  faith  or  Christian 
service  do  not  necessarily  deliver  one  from 
the  threat  of  tragedy  or  tragedy  itself,  but  they 
do  help,  to  develop  within  one’s  experience 
strength  in  tragedy,  even  in  death  itself. 

Five  North  Arkansas  Conference  charges 
were  without  their  pastors  last  Sunday  because 
of  this  happening,  two  of  them  never  to  hear 
their  pastors  again.  We  are  confident  that  we 
express  the  sentiments  of  Methodists  across  this 
Area  as  we  offer  these  families  and  congrega¬ 
tions  sympathy,  understanding,  and  love  in  this 
hour  of  sorrow. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


WHY  HOPE? 

Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast.”  Who  wrote  these  words? 
A  born  optimist,  one  of  those  fellows  who  always  look  on  the  bright  side 
of  things?  No.  A  child  of  fortune  who  lived  in  sunny  circumstances?  No. 

That  oft-quoted  line  of  poetry  was  planned  by  Alex¬ 
ander  Pope,  whose  body  was  deformed  and  whose 
physical  infirmity  rendered  his  life  “one  long  disease.” 

The  springs  of  hope  lie  deep  below  the  surface  of 
life.  That  is  why  they  often  flow  freshest  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  live  under  the  hardest  conditions.  “Hope 
springs  eternal”  because  it  comes  from  an  eternal 
source  —  God.  It  was  to  people  in  a  tough  place  that 
Saint  Paul  wrote:  “May  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing.”  And  God  did. 

Hope  is  a  compound  of,  desire,  expectation,  pa¬ 
tience  and  joy.  As  such,  it  is  the  indispensable  medi¬ 
cine  of  the  soul. 

Hope  is  essential  to  bodily  welfare.  It  puts  nerve  into  the  languid 
and  fleetness  into  the  feet  of  the  exhausted.  It  gladdens  the  patient  and 
speeds  the  restoration  of  his  health. 

An  uncle  of  mine  was  wounded  so  badly  in  the  war  between  th6 
North  and  the  South  thht  he  was  sent  home  with  the  word  that  he  would 
not  live  six  months.  He  was  a  fiery  young  fellow  in  his  late  teens  and 
ne  said  to  those  who  discharged  him,  “I’ll  show  you.”  (I  believe  he  en¬ 
forced  his  retort  with  language  a  bit  stronger!)  And  he  did  show  them.  He 
lived  not  six  months  but  sixty  years  longer.  But  he  would  not  have  lived 
u  he  had  lost  hope. 

A  few  years  ago  the  question  was  under  discussion  in  a  church  group' 
whether  a  patient  should  be  told  that  his  case  is  hopeless.  A  doctor  in  the 
company  said,  “I  never  tell  a  patient  that  his  case  is  hopeless  for  that  is 
taking  the  place  of  God.” 

Only  God  knows  when  a  case  is  hopeless.  And  a  good  physician  em- 
P  °ys  the  healing  power  of  hope  not  by  falsifying  the  records  but  by  im- 
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parting  the  wholeness  of  outlook  which  makes  for  healthy-mindedness, 
for  “health”  and  “wholeness”  come  from  the  same  verbal  root.  We  have 
a  saying,  “While  there’s  life  there’s  hope.”  Hope  is  the  very  breath  of 
physical  life. 

And  hope  is  even  more  essential  to  mental  health.  Life,  void  of  all 
hope  would  be  a  heavy  and  spiritless  thing,  haruiy  to  be  borne.  What  is 
the  past  without  the  future?  What  is  memory  when  unaccompanied  by 
hope?  We  simply  must  look  forward  to  something  if  we  are  to  keep  our 
sanity. 

Dr.  Frank  Crane,  popular  columnist  of  a  past  generation,  wrote  in 
his  advanced  years  these  words:  “Youth  is  not  a  time  of  life;  it  is  a  state 
of  mind.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  rosy  cheeks,  red  lips  and  supple  knees;  it  is 
a  temper  of  the  will,  a  quality  of  the  imagination  .  .  .  You  are  as  young 
as  your  self-confidence,  as  old  as  your  heart;  as  young  as  your  hope,  as 
old  as  your  despair.” 

Saint  Paul  summed  up  the  necessity  of  hope  by  saying,  “We  are 
saved  by  hope.” 

And  hope  springs  eternal  not  only  because  it  comes  from  an  eternal 
source  in  God  but  also  because  it  lead^to  eternal  ends.  If  we  are  creatures 
who  are  made  for  hope  and  live  by  hope,  and  if  this  is  a  law-abiding  cre¬ 
ation,  then  logic  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Creator  must  provide 
an  answer  to  hope. 

Of  course,  not  to  all  our  hopes.  It  is  unrealistic  to  tell  people  in  church 
that  if  they  have  sufficient  faith  and  hope  they  can  get  anything  they 
pray  for.  Christ  did  not  promise  that.  He  said,  “Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask 
in  my  nqme,  that  shall  ye  receive.”  We  cannot  honestly  ask  for  selfish 
and  worldly  things  in  Christ’s  name.  And  the  pulpit  should  not  raise  false 
hopes  by  interpreting  God’s  rule  as  a  sort  of  welfare  state  which  will  give 
us  everything  we  ask.  True  religion  first  disciplines  our  desires  before 
making  our  petitions. 

When  my  former  teacher,  the  late  Charles  A.  Beard,  was  asked  what 
lessons  he  had  learned  from  his  lifelong  teaching  of  history,  he  mentioned 
four.  One  was  this:  “When  it  gets  dark  enough,  you  can  see  stars.”  And 
another  was  this:  “The  bee  fertilizes  the  flower  that  it  robs,” 

Put  the  two  statements  together  and  ponder  them.  Not  only  does  the 
night  bring  out  the  stars  of  hope.  But  also  the  God  of  hope  and  justice 
can  enrich  us  by  the  stings  we  receive. 
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Dallas  Protestants 
Plan  Marriage 
Counseling  Service 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Protestant 
clergymen  and  laymen  here  are 
making  plans  to  organize  a  free 
marriage  counseling  service  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  Family  Clinic  that  has 
been  operating  successfully  in  Ok¬ 
lahoma  City,  Okla.,  for  a  number 
of  years. 

One  member  of  the  planning 
committee  is  Dr.  Walter  A.  Ben¬ 
nett,  minister  of  Westminster  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Oklahoma  City  clinic’s 
counseling  panel  for  the  five  years 
prior  to  his  transfer  to  Dallas  a 
year  ago. 

Others  are  the  Rev.  Fred  Adams 
of  Owenwood  Methodist  church; 
the  Rev.  Bernard  Morris,  director 
of  Texas  for  Christ,  interdenomina¬ 
tional  evangelism  organization;  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  Davis,  Dallas  manufac¬ 
turer;  Jack  Estes,  an  advertising 
man;  and  Troy  H.  Tarver,  an  in¬ 
surance  man. 

A  spokesman  for  the  group  said 
it  has  invited  Bliss  Kelly,  the  at¬ 
torney  generally  regarded  as  the 
“sparkplug”  of  the  Oklahoma  City 
clinic,  to  address  an  organization 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  be 
held  shortly. 

The  Oklahoma  City  a  g  e  nc  y , 
founded  after  divorces  outnum¬ 
bered  marriages  for  several  suc¬ 
cessive  years  in  that  state  capital, 
provides  a  panel  of  four  objective 
strangers  —  a  clergyman,  a  phy¬ 
sician,  a  lawyer,  and  a  business¬ 
man  —  before  which  a  couple  hav¬ 
ing  martial  difficulties  is  invited  to 
appear. 

Both  the  husband  and  the  wife 
must  attend,  and  each  must  agree 
to  keep  silent  while  the  other 
speaks  and  to  follow  as  closely  as 
possible  the  panel’s  suggestions, 
Average  counseling  sessions  are 
from  four  to  five  hours. 


ADVERTISING  CAM¬ 
PAIGN  TO  URGE 
HIGHER  EDUCATION 
SUPPORT 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  Ad¬ 
vertising  Council  here  will »  con¬ 
duct  a  nationwide  campaign  in  the 
press  and  other  mass  media  for  the 
purpose  of  arousing  public  interest 
in  and  support  of  American  higher 
education,  private,  sectarian  and 
tax-supported. 

Frank  W.  Abrams,  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
Council  for  Financial  Aid  to  Ed¬ 
ucation,  which  is  sponsoring  the 
campaign,  made  the  announcement. 

Speaking  at  a  working  confer¬ 
ence  attended  by.,  university  and 
college  presidents,  representatives 
of  denominational  education  agen¬ 
cies  and  others,  Theodore  Repplier, 
president  of  the  Advertising  Coun¬ 
cil,  said  furtherance  of  American 
higher  education  was  vital  at  a 
time  when  “a  battle  for  brains  is 
shaping  up  in  the  world.” 

“The  campaign  for  the  loyalties 
of  intellectual  leaders  has  been  in¬ 
tensified,”  he  declared.  “American 
ideology  is  being  challenged.  The 
time  is  here  when  we  must-  work 
out,  re-state  and  r^-defend  the 
statement  of  philosophy  of  our 
Founding  Fathers.  The  training  A- 
merican  teenagers  will  receive  will 
be  important  in  the  struggle.” 


REPORT  NEW  DEAD  SEA 
SCROLL  FOUND 

Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  Discovery  of 
a  new  Biblical  scroll  about  a  mile 
from  the  caves  where  the  highly 
publicized  Dead  Sea  scrolls  were 
found  in  1947  was  reported'  in  dis¬ 
patches  reaching  here  from  the 
Jordan-administered  section  of 
Palestine. 

The  scroll  was  turned  up  by  an 
Arab  and  is  said  to  contain  the 
five  books  of  the  Pentateuch  — 


Texans  Pray  For 
Government 
Integrity 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Church¬ 
goers  in  many  Texas  communities 
responded  to  a  plea  from  the 
Texas  Council  of  Churches  by  ob¬ 
serving  July  22  as  “d  day  of 
prayer  for  righteousness  and  in¬ 
tegrity  in  all  local,  state  and  nat¬ 
ional  governments.” 

A  resolution  voicing  the  plea 
had  been  adopted  earlier  by  the 
Council’s  General  Board  at  its 
semi-annual  meeting  here. 

Noting  that  “we  have  often  fail¬ 
ed  to  appreciate  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  as  well  as  the  privileges  of 
free  American  citizenship,”  the 
board  called  upon  Texans  every¬ 
where  to  pray  “in  all  our  homes 
and  churches  for  God’s  guidance  in 
the  selection  of  officials  in  the 
forthcoming  elections^ _ 

Genesis,  Exodus,  Leviticus,  Num¬ 
bers,  and  Deuteronomy. 


Need  500  Assurances  In  Two  Months  » 

Calls  For  Additional  Refugee  Sponsors 

An  appeal  for  500  additional  sponsors  for  refugees  during  July  and 
August  was  made  recently  by  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Lee,  secretary  of  promotion 
of  the  refugee  resettlement  program  of  the  Methodist  Committee  for 
Overseas  Relief. 

In  making  the  appeal,  Miss  Lee  announced  a  two-month  extension  of 
the  deadline  for  filing  assurances.  Deadline  was  previously  July  1.  The 
extension  was  made  possible  by  the  promise  of  500-600  new  dossiers 

.  ..  _ _ _ _  which  will  be  available  to  MCOR 

during  the  period. 

“MCOR  has  been  concerned  be¬ 
cause  so  few  refugee  applications 
have  been  coming  to  us  .  .  .  now 
this  unexpected  influx  will  give  us 
additional  opportunity  to  reach  our 
goal,”  Miss  Lee  said. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Ref¬ 
ugee  Relief  Act,  MCOR — on  behalf 
of  the  Methodist  Church — has  as¬ 
sumed  responsibility  for  bringing 
5000  refugees  into  the  United 
States.  To  date,  Methodists  have 
provided  assurances  covering  ap¬ 
proximately  5400  people,  but  Miss 
Lee  stated  that  many-of  them  will 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  U.  S. 
because  of  health  and  other  rea¬ 
sons.  ' 

“To  cover  these  closed  cases,  we 
must  have  assurances  for  a  total 
of  more  than  6000,”  Miss  Lee  said. 
She  added  that  living  conditions  in 
European  refugee  camps  are  such 
that  refugees  often  develop  tuber¬ 
culosis  while  waiting  for  assur¬ 
ances.  Provisions  of  the  law  bar 
tuberculars  from  entering  the 
country  "“on  RBA  visas. 

“The  most  helpful  thing  for  the 
churches  to  do  is  to  write  to  me 
directly  (Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Lee, 
MCOR,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  New  York),  offering  spon¬ 
sorships  and  listing  several  types 
of  work  available,”  Miss  Lee  said. 


CHRISTMAS  IN  JULY 

Piggott,  Apk.,  (RNS)  —  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Piggott  Methodist 
church  here  celebrated  Christ¬ 
mas  in  July.* 

They  heard  a  Christmas  ser¬ 
mon-  by  the  Rev.  Floyd  Villines, 
minister  of  the  church,  and  sang 
traditional  Yule  carols. 

Mr.  Villines  said  the  idea  was 
“to  bring  something  of  the 
Christmas  spirit  into  the  middle 
of  a  draggy  summer.” 

“Too  many  of  us  think  only  in 
terms-  of  Dec.  25,”  he  said. 


American  Records 
Scored  For 
Glamorizing  Vice 

#BulawayO,  Southern  Rhodesia 
(RNS)  —  A  Presbyterian  minister 
hpre  called  for  government  action 
to  halt  the  distribution  of  Ameri¬ 
can  phonograph  records  which 
“glamorize  vice  and  promiscuity.” 

Preaching  at  a  Sunday  service, 
the  Rev.  J.  Manod  Williams  said 
such  recordings  “m  a  k  e  sexual 
prowess  a  matter  of  pride”  and  de¬ 
pict  sexual  temptation  as  “alluring 
and  sanctioned  by  the  social  situa¬ 
tion.” 

He  charged  also  that  this  type  of 
record  “incites  people  to  compro¬ 
mise  their  moral  standards”  and 
gives  the  impression  that  ,  there  is  /  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance 


Religious  Groups 
Score  "Teen 
Beer" 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 


nothing  wrong-  in  “the  sexual  ex¬ 
ploitation  and  corruption  of  another 
person.’' 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  if  the 
government  of  the  Central  African 
Federation  permits  the  distribution 
of  such  records  to  continue  un¬ 
hampered  “the  days  of  white  civil¬ 
ization  are  truly  numbered.” 


Religious  Leaders  Repudiate  Indian  Charges 

minst  Missionaries 
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BOMBAY,  India  (RNS)  —  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  authorities  have  sharply  repudiated  charges 
that  foreign  missionaries  in  India  have  political  mo¬ 
tives  and  are  trying  to  revive  “Western  supremacy.” 

The  charges  were  made  in  a  report  issued  by  a 
committee  appointed  two  years  ago  by  the  Madhya 
Pradesh  government  to  investigate  Christian  mission¬ 
ary  activities  in  the  Central  Indian  state. 

Prepared  by  a  six-man  group  headed  by  Dr. 


jected  particularly  to  charges  that  foreign  missionaries 
arriving  in  India  have  ulterior  political  motives. 

He  commented  on  the  report  in  a  talk  at  the 
opening  of  a  new  Catholic  university  here.  Other 
Christian  leaders  throughout  India  were  reported  to 
have  been  deeply  aroused  over  the  allegations  made 
in  the  report. 

The  consensus  of  Protestant  and  Catholic  groups 
seemed  to  be  that  the  committee  had  gone  far  beyond 
its  terms  of  reference.  They  claimed  that  instead  of 


Bhawami  Shanker  Niyogi,  former  chief  justice  of  the  '  being  a  fact-finding  body,  as  the  Madhya  Pradesh  gov- 


Nagpur  high  court,  the  report  also  contained  sweep¬ 
ing  recommendations  in  regard  to  foreign  mission 

work. 

It  recommended  that  foreign  missionaries  engaged 
primarily  in  proselytizing  be  withdrawn  from  the 
country,  that  only  citizens  of  India  be  allowed  to  en¬ 
gage  in  religious  propagation,  and  that  property  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  name  of  foreign  mission  societies  be 
transferred  to  national  churches  or  holding  companies. 

Among  the  first  to  criticize  the  report  was  Valer¬ 
ian  Cardinal  Gracias,  Archbishop  of  Bombay,  who  ob- 
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ernment  claimed,  it  has  gone  out  of  its  way  to  offer 
comments  and  make  recommendations. 

The  report  of  the  Madhya  Pradesh  committee  was 
prepared  on  the  basis  of  investigations  carried  on  in 
77  centers  and  contacts  with  11,350  persons.  The  com¬ 
mittee  said  it  also  received  written  statements  from 
375  persons  and  interviewed  others  from  about  700 
villages.  The  only  Christian  member  of  the  group  was 
a  college  professor  whom  neither  Protestants  nor 
Roman  Catholics  accepted  as  representing  their  in¬ 
terests.  j 

t  * 


here  condemned  a  growing  prac¬ 
tice  of  marketing  an  old  Prohibi¬ 
tion  Era  product  called  “near  beer” 
as  a  new  “Teen  Beer.” 

A  statement  by  the  board  said 
that  some  brewers  are  beginning 
to  bottle  the  beverages  which  re¬ 
sembles  beer  idehtically  in  all  re¬ 
spects  except  alcoholic  content  as 
a  special  product  for  teen-agers. 

“They’re  pushing  a  ‘teen  brew’ 
that  looks  like  beer,  foams  like 
beer,  tastes  like  beer,  and  smells 
like  beer,”  said  the  board. 

It  added  it  had  received  pro¬ 
tests  from  parents  in  Minnesota, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Ohio, 
asking  that  temperance  groups 
consider  measures  to  halt  the  prac¬ 
tice. 

A  spokesman  from  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  said 
its  Washington  office  also  has  been 
receiving  protests. 

“The  whole  business  is  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  young  people  to  think 
that  beer  cans  are  the  thing  to 
have,”  said  the  WCTU  spokesman. 

She  observed  that  29,000  barrels, 
of  the  cereal  beer  were  manufac¬ 
tured  in  1955  and  that  consump¬ 
tion  is  rising  as  the  “Teen  Beer” 
is  promoted  in  grocery  stores  and 
in  radio  commercials. 
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Gideons  Hear  Japanese 
"Beg  For  Bibles" 


Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  People  in 
japan  are  “begging  for  Bibles”  in 
greater  numbers  than  Gideons  In¬ 
ternational  can  supply  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  representative  in 
that  country. 

Richard  J.  Holzwarth  told  the 
j  000  visitors  and  delegates  attend¬ 
ing  the  57th  annual  convention 
here  of  the  Protestant  business¬ 
men’s  organization  that,  although 
only  a  relatively  small  part  of 
japan’s  population  is  Christian,  it 
is  “basically  a.  religious  country.” 


He  said  the  300,000  bi-lingual 
Testaments  have  been  distributed 
in  Japanese  colleges  alone  and 
that  a  large  part  of  its  609,000  un¬ 
iversity  students  and  2,590,000  high 
school  pupils  are  potential  outlets 
for  Christian  literature. 

Other  important  potentials,  Mr. 
Holzwarth  said,  are  the  country’s 
51,247  hotels  with  their  377,810 
rooms.  s 

Kanzaburo  Momotani,  Gideons 
president  in  Japan,  repofted  that 
each  member  of  the  organization’s 


Japanese  branch  donates  500  yen 
to  the  movement  and  pledges  him¬ 
self  to  bring  at  least  one  new  per¬ 
son  into  the  church  each  year. 

Mr.  Momotani  presented  Ray¬ 
mond  R.  Lindsay  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  outgoing  international  presi¬ 
dent,  with  a  hand-woven  Japanese 
rug  in  token  of  the  appreciation  his 
fellow  countrymen  feel  for  the 
Gideons’  work  in  Japan. 

Mr.  Lindsey,  in  his  farewell  ad¬ 
dress,  called  for  -more  “dedicated 
conversational  evangelism”  and 
urged  members  of  the  organization 
to  remember  that  evangelism 
“should  be  done  365  days  a  year 
in  our  ordinary  activities  with  no 
campaign  or  high-pressure  tac¬ 
tics.” 


Religious  Leaders 
Explore  Causes 
For  Drinking 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  A  special¬ 
ist  in  the  treatment  of  alcoholics 
said  here  that  the  Alcoholics  Anon¬ 
ymous  has  done  more  to  combat 
alcoholism  than  religious  groups. 

Dr.  George  Harding,  head  of  the 
Harding  Sanatorium,  Worthington, 
O.,  said  the  A.A.  has  had  a  tre¬ 
mendous  success  substituting  pleas¬ 
ant  experiences  of  a  harmless  na¬ 
ture  for  drinking. 

He  was  one  of  12  outstanding 
clergymen,  physicians  and  educa¬ 
tors  who  spoke  at  the  seventh  an¬ 
nual  National  Adult  School  of  Al¬ 
cohol  Studies  and  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity. 

The  week-long  institute,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance,  was  attended  by  some 
90  delegates  from  throughout  the 
country. 

Dr.  Harding  said  that  a  prime 
reason  for  drinking  was  the  “de¬ 
sire  to  repeat  a  pleasant  experience 
or  relieve  tension  and  feelings  of 
failure.” 

Other  causes  for  drinking  also 
were  discussed  by  Dr.  Haskell  Mil¬ 
ler,  acting  chaplain  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chattanooga  (Tenn.),  and 
head  of  its  sociology  department. 

He  said  that  pressure  to  conform 
to  the  habits  of  one’s  social  group  is 
a  main  reason  why  people  drink. 
However,  he  added,  many  people 
—  conversely  —  abstain  from 
drinking  to  conform  t  o  “normal 
systems  of  value  and  behavior.” 

Additional  causes,  Dr.  Miller 
continued,  are  “the  highly  com¬ 
petitive  nature  of  our  present-day 
society,  types  of  child-rearing 
which  cause  feelings  of  inadequa¬ 
cy,  and  clashes  between  our  bio¬ 
logical  nature  and  our  civilization.” 

Methodist  Bishop  William  C. 
Martin  of  Dallas,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  described  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  as  “a  threat  to  individuals 
and  the  nation.” 

“The  use  of  alcohol  separates 
man’s  soul  from  fellowship  with 
God  —  this  is  the  ultimate  appeal 
for  non-drinking,”  he  said.  “We 
have  come  to  a  day  when  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  Church  to  con¬ 
demn  evil  in  law  and  high  places 
has  been  established.” 

Dr.  Everett  Tilson,  professor  of 
religion  at  Vanderbilt  University, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  said  he  hoped 
the  Methodist  Koal  of  total  abstin¬ 
ence  would  not  prevent  the  Church 
from  working  with  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  moderation  as  the  answer 
to  the  problem  of  alcoholism. 

Belief  that  the  Methodist  temp¬ 
erance  program  “is  destined  for 
success”  was  expressed  by  Dr.  Car- 
radine  R.  Hooton  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  executive  secretary  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance. 


A  survey  by  the  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Christian  Vocations  has 
found  approximately  21,000  Meth¬ 
odists  of  high  school  and  college  age 
“definitely  interested”  in  full-time 
church  vocations. 

The  Rev.  Richard  G.  Belcher,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  agency,  told 
the  committee,  at  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  recently,  that  the  figure  repre¬ 
sented  a  65  per  cent  increase  over 
the  number  reported  in  a  similar 
survey  four  years  ago. 


Beautiful  Lake 
Junaluska 
Assembly  in 
Western  North 
Carolina  Near 
the  Great 
Smokies 


JUNALUSKA  APARTMENTS  , 
SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTIONAL  CONFERENCE 
ASSEMBLY  GROUNDS 


Meeting  Place 
of  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference 
Aug.  27 — Sept 
12,  1956 


"  V*  /  ,<x'  *•  . 


THE  COLONADE, 
TERRACE  HOTEL 
AND  BOAT  HOUSE 
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YOUNG  ADULTS  CONFERENCE  TO  BE 
HELD  AT  TANAKO 


Left  to  right:  Hollis  Haley,  Conference  President,  John  Jehlen,  Rev. 
George  Meyer,  Virginia  Riggs,  and  Ida  Ruth  Isom.  Presertt  but  not  pictured, 
Mrs.  Buddy  Rice  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Robinson.  The  group  met  in  England 
Methodist  Church  to  make  plans  for  the  summer  meeting. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Youth  Program  Area  Kits 

There  are  three  sets  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  area  kits  in  the  North- Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference.  They  are  .all  out  at 
this  time  and  are  badly  needed  in 
the  office,  as  many  calls  are  coming 
for  them.  Will  persons  having  these 
kits  please  return  them  to  Board  of 
Education,  Hendrix  Station,  Con¬ 
way,  at  the  earliest  possible  con¬ 
venience?^ 


Dr.  Eller  in  North  Arkansas 

Schedule  has  been  made  for  train¬ 
ing  schools  under  the  leadership  of 
Dr.  Meredith  F.  Eller  of  Fayette, 
Missouri,  for  the  period  from  Aug¬ 
ust  5  to  August  28.  These  schools 
have  been  scheduled  as  follows: 
August  5-7,  Calico  Rock 
August  8-10,  Salem 
August  12-14,  Batesville,  Central 
Avenue 

August  15-17,  Hickory  Ridge 
August  19-21,  Hoxie 
August  22-24,  Corning 
August  26-28,  Rector 
He  will  be  offering  the  course  on 
“Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches”. 
This  is  the  Bible  course  for  which 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  will  receive  Council  credit 
during  this  year.  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  groups  can  re¬ 
ceive  their  Council  credit  on  Bible 
for  this  year  by  taking  part  in  these 
schools  on  the  basis  required  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  and  by  having  one  additional 
session  after  the  school  is  over,  as 
four  days  are  requried. 

Dr.  Eller  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  Bible  teachers  we  have  ever 
had  in  the  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence.  We  hope  that  every  church 
group  within  reach  of  these  centers 
will  take  advantage  of  this  opportu¬ 
nity. 


Dr.  Hicks  of  SMU  was  at  Gardner 
Memorial  Church,  North  Little 
Rock,  July  29-31.  He  is  at  Jackson¬ 
ville,  August  1-3.  He  then  goes  to 
Augusta  for  August  5-7.  He  is  also 
giving  a  great  series  of  Bible  mes¬ 
sages. 


A  religious  drama,  “He-  Came 
Seeing”,  presented  by  the  Little 
Rock  Sub-District  of  Young  Adults, 
and  directed  by  Mrs.  Virginia  Hod- 
oway  will  open  the  meeting  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  of  Young 
Adults  at  Camp  Tanako  on  Lake 
Catherine  near  Hot  Springs,  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  August  3rd. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference  will 
be  “A  Christ-Centered  Faith”. 

The  Conference  begins  with  reg¬ 
istration  on  Friday  afternoon,  Aug¬ 
ust  3rd  and  ends  at  noon  Sunday, 
August  5th. 

Our  resource  person  this  year  will 
be  Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Adult  Workers, 
Louisiana. 

Rev.  George  G.  Meyer,  pastor  of 
Oak  Forest  Methodist  Church,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  is  camp  director.  Hollis 
Haley  of  England  is  Conference 
president. — Mrs.  Francis  L.  Robin¬ 
son,  Publicity  and  World  Evangel¬ 
ism  Chairman 


CHILDREN’S  WORKERS 
CONFERENCE  FOR 
LOUISIANA 

A  Children’s  Workers’  Confer¬ 
ence,  a  joint  project  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Conference  Woman’s  Society, 
will  be  held  at  Camp  Brewer, 
near  Alexandria,  August  6,  7  and 
8.  The  theme  for  the  camp  is 
“Forward  With  Children.” 

Leaders  of  the  camp  are  Mrs. 
E.  L.  McKay  of  Pollock,  Confer¬ 
ence  Director  of  Children’s  Work; 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Richardson,  Alexand¬ 
ria,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Children’s  Work,  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety,  and  Miss  Rosemary  K. 
Roorbach,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Registration  will  be  held  from 
10:00  to  12:00  on  Monday.  A  Get- 
Acquainted  lunch  will  be  held  at 
12:00. 

Recreation,  study  groups,  panel 
discussions,  worship,  and  confer¬ 
ences  will  be  the  day’s  schedule. 

Study  leaders  are  Worship, 
Miss  Ann  Fox;  Music,  Mrs.  Max¬ 
ine  Watkins;  Creative  Activities, 
Mrs.  Vernon  McFarland. 

Miss  Roorbach,  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Nashville,  will  be  the  resource 
person. 


Woman's  Society  of 
Christian  Service 

NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONCLUDES  SCHOOL 

The  North  Arkansas  School  of 
Missions  and  Christian  Service, 
which  was  held  on  Hendrix  College 
Campus,  July  9-13,  was  marked  by 
a  record  enrollment  of  153.  Of  this 
number  132  received  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  credit.  An  outstanding  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  enrollment' was  the  large 
number  of  district  officers  attend¬ 
ing.  Every  district  President  and 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Education 
and  six  of  eight  secretaries  of  Pro¬ 
motion  were  there. 

Miss  Edith  Martin,  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  the  Belgian  Congo,  was 
a  special  guest.  Since  Miss  Martin 
is  supported  by  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  her  presence  added 
much  to  the  school. 

A  highpoint  of  the  week  was  an 
evening  of  silence.  Following  the 
chapel  hour  on  Wednesday,  the 
women  went  to  their  rooms  in  sil¬ 
ence,  and  spent  the  evening  in  quiet 
study,  meditation  and  prayer.  The 
period  of  silence  was  kept  until 
morning  watch  on  Thursday.  For 
many  it  was  an  uplifting  experi¬ 
ence. 

Among  the  special  events  was  a 
chapel  tour  conducted  by  Dr.  James 
S.  Upton.  Dr.  Upton  explained  the 
symbols  portrayed  in  the  chapel 
windows  and  furnishings.  All  serv¬ 
ices  which  were  held  in  the  chapel 
were  made  more  pleasant  by  the 
newly  installed  air-conditioning. 

Rev.  'Joel  Cooper,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Conway,  and 


A  recent  meeting  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  at  Farmerville  was 
held  at  the  church  in  the  form  of  a 
banquet. 

'J’he  purpose  of  the  event  was  the 
installation  of  newly  elected  officers 
by  Miss  Minza  Rabun,  the  Guild 
State  Secretary.  Prospective  new 
members  were  honor  guests. 

Presiding  at  the  service  was  Mrs. 
Mildred  Baxter,  outgoing  president 
who  had  served  in  this  office  for 
two  years.  The  banquet  tables  were 
overlaid  with  embossed  paper  cloths 
on  which  bouquets  of  roses  were  ar¬ 
ranged  at  vantage  points.  The  places 
were  set  ■  with  china,  crystal,  and 
sterling. 

As  the  program  began,  special 


Mrs.  Cooper  entertained  the  entire 
school  at  a  tea  in  their  home  follow¬ 
ing  the  Chapel  program  on  Tuesday 
evening. 

A  new  feature  of  the  school  this 
year  was  the  secretary’s  room 
where  the  paper  “Hendrix  High¬ 
lights”  was  produced  by  Mrs.  Bessie 
Andrew,  conference  Recording  sec¬ 
retary,  and  Miss  Beverly  Brown, 
Hughes,  who  also  served  ,as  school 
typist.  Resource  materials  for  the 
entire  school  were  prepared  by  the 
staff. 

The  outstanding  work  of  the  four 
instructors,  Dr.  James  S.  Upton, 
Miss  Louise  Nichols,  Miss  Mildred 
Osment,  and  Miss  Rosa  May  Butler, 
the  talks  by  Rev.  James  T.  Clemons, 
and  the  “Adoration  In  Music”  by 
Miss’ Butler,  all  combined  to  make 
this  Sixteenth  Annual  School  one 
long  to  be  remembered. 

Dean  of  the  School  was  Mrs. 
James  S.  Upton;  Mrs.  R.  T.  Steel 
was  Registrar. — Mrs.  Elmus  Brown 

Communist  youth  leaders'  in  Pol¬ 
and  have  called  for  more  effective 
action  to  discourage  youth  from  at¬ 
tending  religious  instruction  classes. 

New  and  restricted  rules  have 
been  issued  to  all  groups  affiliated 
with  the  Communist-sponsored  Pol¬ 
ish  Youth  Union  to  combat  the 
practice.  The  Union  claims  1,500,000 
members. 

Communist  Party  officials  com¬ 
plained  at  a  recent  conference  with 
youth  leaders  that  large  numbers  of 
those  belonging  to  the  various  youth 
groups  continue  to  study  religious 
textbooks. 

The  party  officials  also  complain¬ 
ed  that  many  of  the  members  at¬ 
tend  church  regularly. 


music  was  presented  by  a  trio,  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Sirman,  Mrs.  Billie  Wilson, 
and  Mrs.  Regina  Humphries,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Tettleton  at 
the  piano. 

A  life  membership  was  given  to 
Mrs.  Ernestine  Booth. 

After  an  inspiring  challenge  Miss 
Rabun  installed  the  following  of¬ 
ficers  for  the  coming  year:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Mary  Louise  Reid;  Vice 
President,  Mrs.  Patti  Guier;  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Ernestine  Booth;  Treas¬ 
urer,  Mrs.  Pearl  Harris. 

Twenty-three  members  were 
present  and  since  the  banquet  four 
have  joined.  It  was  decided  by  the 
group  to  make  this  banquet  an  an¬ 
nual  affair. 


Mrs.  Mary  Louise  Reid,  left,  new  president,  and  Mrs.  Mildred  Baxter, 
right,  out-going  president,  greet  Miss  Minza  Rabun,  Conference  Guild 
secretary. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Farmerville  Guild  Has  Banquet 


Page  Six 


w 


f 


y 

u 


METHODIST  YOUTH 


SALEM  YOUTH  TO 


Paul  E.  Martin 
Intermediate  Camp 

The  Paul  E.  Martin  Intermediate 
Camp  was  held  at  Shoreslake,  July 
9-13,  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Jesse  R.  Johnson,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Van  Buren. 
One  hundred  six  campers  were  reg¬ 
istered  and  26  counselors  which 
made  a  total  of  132.  According  to- 
the  director,  this  was  the  largest 
camp  held  at  Shoreslake  since  the 
district  camping  program  started. 

Each  day  the  agenda  for  the 
young  people  included  a  quest 
group  studying  “Our  Hungry 
World”  and  interest  groups  such  as' 
Nature  Lore,  Photography,  Leather 
Craft,  MYF  Singspiration  and 
Recreation  Equipment. 

Rev.  Eugene  Shoemaker  was  the 
vesper  speaker  each  evening.  On 
Thursday  night*  at  the  dedication 
service  around  40  decisions  were 
made.  Over  half  of  the  decisions 
were  for  full-time  service  or  first 
commitment  to  Christ.  The  remain¬ 
ing  ones  were  re-dedications.  This 
service  was  reported  as  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  week. 

1 

MORNING  STAR 
MYF  HAS  PARTY 

The  Morning  Star  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  and  the  counsel¬ 
ors  met  on.  Friday  night,  July  20, 
for  an  ice  cream  supper  with  22 
members  present.  Cake,  cookies  and 
cold  drinks  were  also  served. 

Games  were  played  and  the  party 
closed  with  a  Friendship  Circle. — 
Reporter 


GRENADES  CHAPEL 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  Grenades  Chapel  met  on  July  22 
and  elected  the  following  new  of¬ 
ficers:  President,  Mary  Alice  For- 
bus;  vice-president,  Arlie  Geain 
Stokes;  secretary-treasurer,  Mary 
Ellen  Hicks  and  song  leader,  Joyce 
Roster.  Counselors  are  yet  to  be 
elected. 

Rev.  Raymond  Hawkins  is  pastor 
of  the  church. — Mary  Ellen  Hicks 


SPONSOR  REVIVAL 


MARTHA  SAMPLES 


The  Salem  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  is  completing  plans  for  a 
unique  religious  project  August  5 
through  August  10.  Its  participation 
in  the  universal  Methodist  youth 
week  will  be  the  sponsorship  of  an 
interdenominational  youth  revival 
at  Salem  Camp  Ground. 

At  the  evening  services,  youth 
speakers- of  six  different  denomina¬ 
tions  will  be  heard,  with  special 
music  provided  by  each  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  first  speaker  will  be 
Carlos  Westerman,  Methodist, 

The  Salen\  MYF  wishes  all  the 
denominations  to  feel  welcome  and 
a  part  of  the  revival.  They  have 
asked  the  leaders  who  participate 
to  form  a  council  to  set  up  project 
goals,  using  the  Salem  MYF  theme, 
“Christ  Above  All.” 

A  picnic  supper  and  the  service 
Friday  night  will  close  the  revival. 

Martha  Samples  is  president  of 
the  Salem  MYF.  Rev.  W.  R.  Jordan 
is  pastor  of  the  church.  —  Martha 
Samples  / 


gram  were  Barry  Bolack,  Leah 
Waltermire,  Deen  Thompson  and 
Lucille  Stroud. 

Mrs.  Jake  Waltermire  was  in 
—charge  of  refreshments. — Reporter 


With  the  Sub-Districts 

Hot  Springs 

The  Hot  Springs  Sub-District  met 
on 'Monday  evening,  July  16,  at  the 
Piney  Grove  Methodist  Church 
(Ark.)  and  installed  the  following 
new  officers:  President,  Randal 
Nease;  vice-president,  Eddie  Bur¬ 
gess;  secretary,  Jo  Ann  Housley; 
treasurer,  Joyce.  Witherell.  Commit¬ 
tee  chairmen  are:  Publicity,  Sandra 
Janes;  Faith,  David  Glover;  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Barbara  Barrick;  Citizen¬ 
ship,  Nancy  Hunter;  Outreach,  Don¬ 
nie  Johnson;  Witness,  Sara  Baswell. 

Rev.  Clyde  T.  Parsons,  pastor  of 
the  Oaklawn  Methodist  Church,  Hot 
Springs,  was  in  charge  of  the  in¬ 
stallation. 

New  counselors  for  the  year  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flave  Hunter,  Faye 
Hariston  and  Glen  Jones. — Sandra 
Janes 


Alfred  Wasson 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Alfred 
Wasson  Sub-District  was  held  on 
Monday,  June  24,  at  the  Central 
Methodist  Church  of  Fayetteville. 

Rev.  Worth  Gibson,  pastor  of  the, 
Gentry  Methodist  Church,  installed 
the  following  officers:  President, 
Barbara  Kennon,  Rogers;  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  .Eunice  Blauw,  S  i  1  o  a  m 
Springs;  recording  secretary,  Earl- 
ine  Oliphant,  Fayetteville;  corres¬ 
ponding  secretary,  Sharon  Fitzger¬ 
ald,  Rogers;  treasurer,  Mary  Sue 
Fountain,  Brightwater;  Program 
Area  chairmen  are:  Faith,  Nancy' 
F^felds,  Bentonville;  Witness,  Frank¬ 
lin  Bailey,  Garfield;  Citizenship, 
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SMALL  CHURCH 
CAMP 

L  R  CONFERENCE 

The  Small  Church  Camp  for  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  will  be  at 
Camp  Tanako  August  14-17.  This 
camp  is  especially  planned  for  the 
youth  (ages  12-18)  from  the  town 
and  open  country  churches.  Total 
cost  of  the  camp  is  $9.00.  Camp 
opens  with  registration  Tuesday 
morning  at  10:00  and  closes  with  the 
noon  meal  Friday. 

Rev.  Jim  Major,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  be  the  inspirational 
Speaker.  Other  members  of  the  staff 
are  Rev.  W.  H.  Watson,  Rev.  Harold 
Wright,  Miss  Dorothy  Kelley,  Rev. 
Clyde  Swift,  Rev.  Jim  Robnolt,  Mrs. 
Horace  Looney,  Miss  Mae  Gundolf, 
Miss  Pat  Greenberg,  Miss  Shade 
Rushing,  and  Miss  Betty  O’Neal. 
Mrs.  Robert  Boehmer  of  Texarkana 
will  be  the  camp  nurse.  Virgil  C. 
Bell  of  El  Dorado  is  the  Small 
Church  Camp  director. 

Registrations  for  the  camp,  or  re¬ 
quest  for  registration  blanks,  should 
go  to  Mrs.  Dewey  Derrick,  526  Ex¬ 
change  Building,  Little  Rock,  Ark¬ 
ansas.  Adult  Counselors  are  also  in¬ 
vited  to  register  for  this  camp. — 
Virgil  C.  Bell 


Sammy  Price,  Bentonville;  Out¬ 
reach,  John  Harris,  Rogers,  and 
Fellowship,  Lindsey  Lou  Chandler, 
Siloam  Springs.  —  Sharon  Fitzger¬ 
ald 


Poinsett 

The  Poinsett  Sub-District  met  on 
July  12  in  Weiner.  Rev.  Ray  Bur¬ 
row,  pastor  at  Weiner,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  evening. 

Following  the  worship  program,  a 
business  meeting  was  hqld,  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  president,  Bill  Weld.  Ann 
Rowlett  ancl  Wade  Wharton  report¬ 
ed  on  their  visit  to  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference. 

Folk  games  were  enjoyed  by  the 
large  group  and  refreshments  were 
served. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Harrisburg,  preceded  by  a  council 
meeting. — Ann  Rowlett 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


MEETING  OF  EUNICE 
MYF 

Norma  Odom  was  in  charge  o 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowshij 
Program  “How  Do  \ You  Rate?”  a 
he  meeting  held  6n  Sunday  eve- 
ning,  July  15,  at  Eunice  (La.)  in  th< 
"hurch  annex. 

Others  taking  part  on  the  pro- 


CHURCH  SCHOOL  CHAIRS 
AND  TABLES 

So  you  need  church  schoc 
chans  and  tables. 

Chairs  any  seat  height  -  $2.5 
each.  Tables  -  $1.50  per  sq.  ft.  c 
$>•  F.O.B.  Palmetto,  Louisian; 

D  ash,  finished  maple  c 

golden  oak. 

taylor  bros.  furn. 

a*  ,5  MFG.  CO. 

D  _  ,  Phone  57( 

Palmetto,  Louisiana 
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Little  Rock  *s  ONL  Y  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 

v  S ’/  .  You’ll  LIKE 

^  Sterling’s  Goods 

and  Service! 


gJTC5|  **  ^  A  « 

~~ - Department  Story  \ 

&&  *  C £ FMTOL  AVTNUf  ATCCNT8.A 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
...  ®8SOn*  »°r  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  12,  1956 

THE  WAY  OF  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP 

READ  CHAPTER  1  AND  CHAPTER  2  THROUGH 
17TH  VERSE  OF  1  JOHN. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  If  we  walk  in  the  light,  as 
he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  with  one  another. 

(1  John  1:7) 


We  are  now  studying  the  third 
lesson  of  Unit  VII  which  is  telling 
us  how  to  “Live  our  Faith.”  The 
lesson  this  week,  “The  Way  of 
Christian  Fellowship,”  emphasizes 
one  of  the  very  helpful  and  effec¬ 
tive  ways  to  give-  expression  to  a 
Christian  faith. 

Our  lesson  text  this  week  is 
taken  from  I  John.  The  authorship 
of  the  three  epistles  of  St.  John 
is  commonly  accredited  to  the 
Apostle  John  who,  on  various 
occasions  is  called  “John  the  be¬ 
loved,”  “The  disciple  whom  Jesus 
loved”  and  “The  Apostle  of  Love.” 
Love  seems  to  be  the  key  word  in 
almost  any  description  of  the  life 
of  John. 

While  there  seems  to  be  little 
doubt  but  that  I  John  was  written 
by  the  Apostle  John,  in  spite  of  that 
fact,  even  a  casual  reading  of  this 
epistle  will  reveal  that  it  is  any¬ 
thing  but  a  love  letter.  Through¬ 
out  the  entire  letter  there  is  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  “Apostle  of  Love” 
is  deeply  stirred  over  the  situation 
that  had  developed  in  the  churches 
of  Asia  Minor.  There  were  those  in 
the  church,  professing  to  be  Chris¬ 
tian,  who  were  disrupting  the  good 
fellowship  which  commonly  existed 
among  early  Christians  and  were 
teaching  doctrines  which  aroused 
John  to  mse  some  rather  strong 
words.  In  no  uncertain  terms  he 
tells  the  church  what  he  thinks  of 
them  and  their  teachings. 

Gnostics  In  the  Church 

There  was  a  group  of  people  in 
this  early  day  called  Gnostics 
whose  philosophy  of  life  was  a 
combination  of  Judaism,  paganism 
and  Christianity.  The  word  Gnostic 
meant  “One  who  knows.”  The  name 
seems  to  have  come  from  their 
boast  that,  “We  know  God.”  The 
leader  of  this  group  in  Asia  Minor, 
about  the  time  John  was  writing, 
was  Cerinthus  of  Ephesus.  Many 
Gnostics  had  aligned  themselves 
with  the  Christian  movement  but, 
because  of  their  peculiar  theories 
of  life,  they  were  a  constant  source 
of  trouble  and  embarassment  for 
Christian  leaders. 

If  one  reads  the  epistle  of  1  John 
with  this  group  in  mind,  it  seems 
almost  a  certainty  that  John  was 
writing  this  epistle  because  of  the 
trouble  the  Gnostics  were  causing 
in  the  church.  The  Gnostic  identi¬ 
fied  all  good  with  spirit  alone  and 
all  evil  with  flesh  or  material 
alone.  Since  all  good  was  spirit,  in 
their  thinking,  the  Gnostic  taught 
that  Christ,  who  was  good,  could 
not  have  come  in  the  flesh.  They 
denied,  the  incarnation  since  flesh 
and  spirit  could  not  dwell  in  the 
same  body.  In  their  thinking  Christ 
was  in  bodily  form  only  in  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  Gnostics  claimed  to 
live  “beyond  good  and  evil”  and 
felt  themselves  superior  to  the 
poor,  unenlightened  about  them. 
Furthermore  they  felt  no  responsi- 
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bility  for  the  plight  of  such  un¬ 
fortunates.  The  Gnostic  brought 
to  the  Christian  religion  much  that 
was  mystical  and  unreal.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  because  they  said,  “We  know”, 
their  polyglot  theories  of  religion 
took  root  among  some  Christian 
converts.  We  believe  John  wrote  to 
counteract  their  influence  and,  al¬ 
though  love  seemed  to  characterize 
his  life,  at  this  time  John  was  stir¬ 
red  with  righteous  indignation  as 
he  wrote. 

A  Look  At  the  Lesson  Text 

A  comparison  of  the  opening 
verses  of  the  Gospel  of  John  and  1 
John  leaves  little  doubt  that  they 
had  a  common  author.  Here  in  our 
lesson  text  John  is  making  a  state¬ 
ment  that  is  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  doctrines  taught  by  the 
Gnostics.  John  says:  “That  which 
we  have  heard,  which  we  have  seen 
with  our  eyes,  which  we  have 
looked  upon  and  touched  with  our 
hands.  .  .  we  proclaim  also  unto 
you.”  He  was  saying  “Christ  did 
come  in  the  flesh  and  that  he  had 
heard  Him,  had  seen  Him  and  had 
felt  Him.” 

In  the  opening  of  this  1  et  t  e  r 
there  seems  to  be  no  time  or  place 
for  soft  words  of  gracious  saluta¬ 
tions.  John,  full  to  overflowing 
with  an  impatient  indignation  that 
anyone  would  deny  the  fact  of  the 
incarnation,  gives  personal  testi¬ 
mony  of  a  personal  contact  with 
Christ.  He  declares  that,  with  three 
of  his  senses,  seeing,  hearing,  feel¬ 
ing,  he  had'  contact  with  Christ  and 
knew  that  He  did  exist  in  the  flesh. 

The  Gnostic  professed  to  “walk 
in  the  light”  of  knowledge  a'nd  to 
live  “beyond  good  and  evil,”  what¬ 
ever  that  means.  John  felt  that  they 
were  walking  in  darkness  rather 
than  the  light,  hence  he  says.  “If 
we  say  we  have  fellowship  with 
him  and  walk  in  darkness,  we  lie 
and  do  not  live  according  to  the 
truth.”  The  Gnostic  had  no  concern 
or  love  for  the  unfortunate  of 
earth.  John  says,  in  1  John  4:8,  “He 
who  does  not  love,  does  not  know 
God;  for  God  is  love.”  He  adds  also, 
regarding  the  idea  of  “living  be¬ 
yond  evil,”  “If  we  say  we  have  no 
sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  us.”  There  must 
have  been  provocation  of  a  very 
exasperating  type  to  have  provoked 
John  to  write  such  a  letter. 

The  Power  of  Personal  Testimony 

There  is  no  Christian  influence 
stronger  than  personal  testimony. 
Since  Gnosticism  died  and  Chris¬ 
tianity  survived,  we  may  feel  sure 
that  this  personal  testimony  o^ 
John  had  a  part  in  destroying  its 
influence  in  the  Christian  church. 

In  a  search  for  truth,  personal 
testimony  is  one  of  the  m  o  sit 
powerful  agencies  known.  In  the 
courts  of  the  land,  a  matter  can  be 
established  as  a  fact  in  court,  if 
enough  reliable  witnesses  testify  to 
a  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact. 


Heresay  evidence  is  not  admitted 
in  court  and  is  of  little  value  else¬ 
where,  but  personal  knowledge  is 
convincing. 

This  is  eminently  true  in  the 
Christian  religion.  If  our  Christian 
testimony  is  to  be  effective,  it 
must  be  based  on  a  personal  ex¬ 
perience.  If  we  are  to  teach  Chris¬ 
tianity  effectively,  our  teaching 
must  be  based  on  a  personal  know¬ 
ledge,  This  is  not  true  in  some 
fields  of  endeavor.  Having  met  cer¬ 
tain  tests,  one  may  teach  the  ge¬ 
ography  of  the  world  although  he 
may  never  have  traveled  outside 
his  native  state.  Having  met  certain 
requirements,  one  may  teach  the 
history  of  the  world,  ancient  or  mo¬ 
dern,  although  he  can,  of  course, 
know  nothing  personally  about  his¬ 
tory  except  during  the  few  years 
he  has  lived. 

It  is  different  with  religion.  If 
we  are  to  help  people  religiously, 
either  through  testimony  or  teach¬ 
ing,  we  must  have,  or  they  believe 
we  have,  a  personal  knowledge  of 
Ayhat  we  are  talking  about.  When 
the  boy  born  blind,  whom  Jesu& 
healed,  said,  “One  thing  I  know, 
that,  whereas  I  was  blind-  now  I 
see,”  he  was  standing  on  a  found¬ 
ation  which  nothing  could  shake. 
In  such  testimony  lies  the  power  of 
the  power  of  /the  Christian  religion. 
Multiplied  millions  testify  to  a  per¬ 
sonal  knowledge  of  the  presence  of 
Christ’s  spirit  in  their  lives.  There 
are  none  to  deny  or  refuse  this 
testimony  except  those  who,  by 
their  own  confession,  have  no  per¬ 
sonal  knowledge  of  Christ  hence 
know  nothing  about  the  thing  they 
deny.  Such  testimony  would  not  be 
admitted  in  any  court  of  the  land. 

What  Is  Fellowship  With  Christ? 

Since  people  differ  in  personality, 
we  may  be  sure  that  there  is  no 
brief,  comprehensive  ^definition  of 
fellowship  with  Christ  which  would 
fit  into  the  experiences  of  all  Chris¬ 
tians.  It  is  not  likely  that  a  defi¬ 
nition  of  such  fellowship,  long  or 
short,  could  be  given  that  would  be 
satisfactory  to  all  Christian  people. 

It  is  our  feeling,  however,  that 
those  who  have  a  consciousness  of 
sin  forgiven,  a  feeling  that  they  are 
striving  to  bring  life’s  purposes  in¬ 
to  harmony  with  God’s  purposes 
for  life;  a  feeling  that  the  service 
they  are  rendering  is  in  accord 
with  what  they  believe  God  wants 
them  to  do,  such  people,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  have  a  conscious  fellowship 
with  a  Power  divine.  It  may  be  ex¬ 
pressed  differently  by  different 
people;  it  may  be  expressed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  by  different  people. 
Nevertheless,  the  sense  of  oneness 
with  Christ;  the  sense  of  unity  with 
a  Power  outside  and  above  our¬ 
selves  is  largely  the  same  with  , 
all  who  are  true  Christians. 
Hindrances  io  Christian  Fellowship 

When  we  stop  to  think  the 
numberless  things  that  can  cause 
misunderstandings  and  hard  feel¬ 
ings,  we  are  conscious  -that  only 
the  grace  of  God  can  keep  us  in 
“The  Way  of  Christian  Fellowship.” 
We  mention  here  a  few  of  the 
many  things  that  can  hinder  Chris¬ 
tian  Fellowship. 

(1)  Religious  bigotry  divides 
people  and  makes  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  more  difficult.  This  is  true 
whether  it  is  exercised  by  in¬ 
dividuals  or  different  denomina¬ 
tions.  If  we  claim  the  right  -to  in-'* 
terpret  the  Bible  for  ourselves,  we 
should  be  willing  to  grant  that 
same  right  to  others.  Nor  should 
we  doubt  their '  sincerity  or  their 
religion  if  their  interpretation  hap¬ 
pens  to  differ  from  oqr  own. 

(2)  Differences  in  social  stand¬ 


ing  may  interfere  with  a  happy 
Christian  fellowship  unless  those 
who  have  had  larger  opportunities 
for  culture  and  refinement  are 
careful  to  be  thoughtful  and  con- 
siderate  of  those  who  may  lack 
these  opportunities  and  this  should 
be  done  with  absolutely  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  patronizing  attitude. 

(3)  Differences  in  educational 
opportunities  may  hinder  happy 
fellowship  between  Christian  peo. 
pie  if  there  is  the  slightest  tenden¬ 
cy  to  “down  grade”  those  whose 
educational  opportunities  h  a  v  e  I 
been  limited.  One  distinguishing 
mark  of  a  real  scholar  is  his  abili¬ 
ty  to  make  others  feel  at  ease  in 
his  presence. 

(4)  Financial  standing,  as  it 
differs  between  people,  may  make 
Christian  fellowship  more  diffi-  ! 
cult.  It  is  not  common  for  those 
in  less  favorable  circumstances  fi¬ 
nancially  to  feel  ill  at  ease  in  the  I 
presence  of  those  with  more  of  this 
world’s  goods.  Such  a  situation  I 
should  never  be  allowed  to  develop 
in  the  relationship  between  church 
people.  Those  who  happen  to  be 
better  off  financially  than  some 
others  can  preveht  this. 

(5)  The  difference  in  age  groups 
rpay  affect  the  possibilities  of 
Christian  fellowship.  If  the  young 
people  feel  that  adults  are  “old 
fogies”  and  adults  feel  that  the 
young  people  are  “going  to  the 
dogs,”  there  is  not  much  basis  for 
good  fellowship  between  them. 

(6)  Just  now  the  agitation  of  the 
race  question  reveals  how  easy  it 
is  for  good  relations  to  worsen 
without  any  real  reason  for  it. 
Christian  people,  in  both  the  white 
and  colored  races,  should  keep  their 
balance,  poise  and  good  will  in  the 
present  discussion  lest  we  endanger 
the  progress  that  has  already  been 
made  and  help  to  set  up  a  “road 
block”  that  could  affect  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  races  for  a  long  time 
ahead. 

(7)  Denominational  differences 
have  hindered  Christian  fellowship 
to  the  hurt  of  the  church  general.  | 
Christian  cooperation  could  result 
in  a  larger  Christian  fellowship  be¬ 
tween  denominations.  This  is  a 
“must”  if  the  church  is  to  reach 
its  larger  goal. 

What  Promotes  Christian 
Fellowship? 

(1)  A  love  for  people  for  peo¬ 
ple’s  sake  creates  an  atmosphere  in 
which  Christian  fellowship  thrives. 

(2)  If  we  truly  believe  in  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man,  we  create  a 
situation  where  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  will  follow  as  the  night  the 
day. 

(3)  A  genuine  spirit  of  unselfish¬ 
ness  is  ;?o  conducive  to  Christian 
fellowship  that  it  would  overcome 
practically  every  other  problem  in 
the  way,  if  such  a  spirit  possesses 
us. 

(4)  A  vital  faith  in  each  other 
opehs  the  way  to  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  where  doubt  and  distrust  de¬ 
stroy  it.  Mutual  understandings 
and  mutual  confidence  produces  an 
atmosphere  which  makes  good  fel¬ 
lowship  almost  inevitable. 

If  We  Walk  In  the  Light 
Our  memory  verse  tells  us  that 
life  lived  in  the  “light,”  with  all 
that  is  involved  in  living  life  in  the 
open,  makes  it  possible  for  peo¬ 
ple  of  kindred  minds  to  have  fel¬ 
lowship  with  each  other.  Walking 
in  the  “light”  also  makes  possib*6 
that  fellowship  with  'Christ  wh° 
loved  us  and  by  His  sacrifice 
opened  the  way  for  our  redemptj0’’ 
here  and  our  eternal  salvati°n 
hereafter. 
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Soon  to  be  Demolished ,  First  Church,  New  Orleans 


Ground-Breaking  For  Harmony  Chapel 
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Shown  above  are  the  donors  of  the  land  for  the  parsonage.  They  are, 
left  to  right:  Mrs.  J.  H.  Moncrief,  J.  H.  Moncrief,  Mrs.  Wallace  McCasland, 
and  Wallace  McCasland.  Members  of  the  Building  Committee  (not  shown ) 
are •  D.  R.  Holstead,  Chairman,  J.  A.  Burgess,  C.  R.  Britt,  H.  K.  Caldwell, 
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First  Methodist  P 

Last  Services  To 'Be  Held 
August  12  At  St.  Charles 
Avenue  Address 

The  state  of  Louisiana  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  trustees  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  the 
sum  of  $606,685.00  for  the  property 
of  that  church  at  1108  St.  Charles 
Avenue,  according  to  a  statement 
released  last  week  by  Dr.  W.  H. 
Melbert,  pastor  for  the  past  15 
years  of  the  historic  church  in 
New  Orleans.  The  state  is  acquir¬ 
ing  property  along  the  route  of  a 
freeway  and  approach  to  a  new 
bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The 
announcement  came  as  a  climax  to 
negotiations  which  have  been  in 
progress  between  church  and  state 
officials  over  a  period  of  several 
months. 

Plans  are  already  well  underway 
for  a  combining  of  the  congrega¬ 
tions  and  resources  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Canal 
Street  Methodist  Church.  Agree¬ 
ments  were  reached  several  months 
between  officials  of  these  two  con¬ 
gregations,  district  and  conference 
leaders.  According  to  church  lead¬ 
ers  new  property  is  being  acquired 
at  the  corner  of  Canal  Street  and 
Jefferson  Davis  Parkway  where  the 
two  congregations  after  merger, 
will  erect  a  new  church  plant. 

According  to  Dr.  Melbert  “The 
new  location  of  the  church  is  fol¬ 
lowing  the  population  trend  to¬ 
ward  the  western  end  of  the  city. 
At  the  new  site,  Canal  Street  and 
Jefferson  Davis  Parkway,  a  new 
church  will  be  erected,  modern 
in  every  way  with  an  educational 
plant  designed  to  meet  the  needs 
of  a  complete  youth  program  for 
many  years  to  come.  Studies  are 
now  being  made  relative  to  the 
needs  of  the  entire  congregation 
with  special  reference  to  the  youth. 
Plans  have  not  yet  been  started 
on  the  building  itself  as  there  are 
still  many  problems  to  be  worked 
out  relative  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
property  by  the  State  Highway 
Department  and  the  intergrating  of 
the  two  congregations.  However, 
matters  are  proceeding  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner  and  all  indica¬ 
tions  point  to  a  most  successful 
merger.” 

Bids  are  now  being  received  for 
demolishing  the  structure  on  Canal 
Street  which  is  actually  the  fourth 
building  to  house  the  131  year  old 
First  Church  congregation.  Actual¬ 
ly,  according  to  First  Church 
leaders,  the  present  building  is  a 
replica  of  a  monk’s  refectory  in 
Salamanca,  Spain. 

Final  worship  services  at  the  St. 
Charles  Avenue  address  will  be 
held  next  Sunday  morning,  follow¬ 
ing  which  the  congregation  will 
assemble  on  the  building’s  front 
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steps  to  have  its  picture  taken.  All 
future  services,  until  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  new  building,  will  be 
held  at  the  Canal  Street  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Melbert  will  head  the 
new  program  of  the  merged  con¬ 
gregations.  Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie  who 
was  appointed  to  the  Canal  St.  con¬ 
gregation  at  the  June  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  will  be 
Dr.  Melbert’s  associate  in  the  new 
program.  The  two  churches  have 
already  adopted  plans  of  unifica¬ 
tion,  with  the  merger  being  effec¬ 
ted  officially  September  1. 


A  ground-breaking  ceremony  was 
held  at  the  building  site  for  the 
parsonage  of  the  Harmony  Chapel 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Ruston  Dis-* 
trict  on  Sunday,  July  1,  at  2:00  p,m. 
The  program  consisted  of  a  prayer 
of  dedication  by  Mark  Foster,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  words  of  appreciation  tb 
the  donors  of  the  ground  by  Miss 
Verne  Morrow. 

Shovels  of  dirt  were  turned,  by 
Mrs.  Wallace  McCasland,  (one  of 
the  donors)  and  D.  R.  Holstead, 
chairman  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe, 
pronounced  the  benediction. 


Annual  Church 
School  Superintendent's 
Conference  Scheduled 
Next  Month 

The  Annual  Church  School  Super¬ 
intendent’s  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  September  8  and  9,  according  to 
an  announcement  this  week  by  F. 
A.  Babb,  Lake  Providence,  chairman 
of  the  1956  conference.  Expected  to 
attend  will  be  more  than  a  hundred 
local  church  superintendents  of 
Church  schools,  directors  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  local  church  chair¬ 
men  of  commissions  on  education, 
and  assistant  superintendents  of 
church  schools  of  local  churches. 

Dr.  Walter  Towner,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  director  of  the  Department 
of  General  Church  School  Work, 
General  Board  of  Education,  will 
be  the  special  resource  person  for 
the  conference.  In  addition,  confer- 
ehce  leaders  announce,  there  will  be 
discussion  groups  and  leaders  for 
representatives  from  small,  med¬ 
ium,  and  large  churches. 

The  conference  is  held  annually, 
usually  at  Camp  Brewer,  and  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Education.  Mr. 
Babb  suggests  that  local  church 
leaders  planning  to  attend  should 
register  as  early  as  possible  with 
the  executive  secretary  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Education,  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane,  Box  4156,  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  individual  cost  of  the 
conference,  $3.50,  includes  2  meals; 
those  attending  are  asked  to  bring 
bed  linens,  blanket,  pillow,  towels, 
and  soap. 


First  Church  Alexandria 
To  Conduct 
Kindergarten 

The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Alexandria  will  conduct  a  week-day 
Kindergarten  this  fall  in  its  educa¬ 
tion  building  for  children  four  and 
five  years  of  age,  according  to  a 
recent  announcement.  R.  Athearn  is 
chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Ed¬ 
ucation  which  sponsors  the  project. 
Dr.  A.  Quinn  Hyde  heads  the  Kind¬ 
ergarten  Planning  Committee,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Mrs.  Kathleen  Hayden, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Curry,  Miss  Math- 
ilde  Bradford  and  W.  H.  Mattis. 

The  Kindergarten,  to  be  operated 
on  a  non-sectarian  basis,  will  be  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Mrs.  George  E. 
Powell,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Jack  Dan¬ 
iels.  It  will  function  between  8:00 
a.m.  until  12:00  noon,  will  run  con¬ 
currently  with  the  public  school 
term,  and  will  offer  experiences  in 
creative  and  imaginative  play  for 
the  children.  These  include  story 
telling,  dramatization  and  musical 
expression.  Children  will  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  protected  play  space  under 
supervision  of  the  staff  and  an  en¬ 
closed  playground  will  be  available 
for  outside  play. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 
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NEW  OFFICERS  of  the  Official  Board  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
include  Sidney  Grubbs,  chairman;  L.  E.  Cox, 
vice-chairman;  A.  C.  Webb,  Jr.,  treasurer,  and 
Charles  E.  McHale,  Jr.,  secretary. 

OPEN  HOUSE  was  held  at  the  new  parsonage 
of  the  Hall  Summit  Church  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  August  5,  from  2:00  to  5:00  p.m.  Rev.  Floyd 
M.  Durham  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

BY.  AND  MRS.  C.  ED  HENKEL  of  Mangham 
announce  the  birth  of  their  seconct  child,  a 
daughter,  Anne,  on  July  28  at  Winnsboro.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Henkel  is  pastor  of  the  Mangham  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

REV.  W.  D.  KLEINSCHMIDT,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  preached  at  the 
Point-a-la-Hache  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
July  29.  Rev.  F.  W.  Campbell  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

DR.  LEO  ALLBRITTON,  dean  of  the  NSC 
graduate  school  was  the  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  Bunkie  on 
Monday,  July  30.  Dr.  Albritton  spoke  on  “What 
Does  It  Mean  To  Be  A  Methodist?” 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  lay  leader  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  was  recent  guest  speaker  at  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Mr. 
Lay  spoke  on  the  General  Conference  of  which 
he  was  a  member. 

DR.  Z.  T.  GALLION,  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette,  filled  the  pulpit  on  Sunday,  July  29, 
at  the  8:30  a.m.  and  the  ll:00*a.m.  services  while 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  was  on  vacation. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District,  was  the  preacher 
in  evangelistic  services  at  the  West  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  services  which  began  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  29,  ran  through  Sunday,  August  5.  Rev. 
Rex  Squyres  is  pastor  of  West  Lake  Church. 

HE  COTTON  VALLEY  Methodis.t  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  had  a  swimming  party  and  ham¬ 
burger  supper  on  July  14.  After  the  supper  Rev. 
Billy  Vines  led  the  group  in  folk  games  and 
closed  the  party  with  a  meditation  on  Christian 
Discipleship. 

LLOWSHIP  NIGHT  was  held  at  the  Glen- 
mora  Methodist  Church  on  Tuesday  eve¬ 
ning,  July  3,  when  a  pounding  was  given  for  the 
new  pastor,  R$v.  D.  R.  Deen,  and  his  family. 
A  dish  was  brought  by  each  family  and  supper 
was  served  cafeteria  style. 

REV.  WOODROW  HEARNE,  pastor  of  David¬ 
son  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  Wednesday  evening  Fam¬ 
ily  Night  on  August  1,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lafayette.  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

DR.  H.  M.  KING,  associate  architect  of  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension,  was  in  Shreveport  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
July  23-24,  to  survey  new  church  sites  and  make 
recommendations  for  expansion  of  Methodism  in 
the  area. 

REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bastrop,  was  the  guest 
preacher  in  evangelistic  services  at  the  Bonita 
Methodist  Church.  Services  began  on  Sunday, 
July  22,  and  ran  for  one  week.  Rev.  George  L. 
Cagl&  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  was  the  speaker  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  Greenwood  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  July  29,  Rev.  A.  T.  Law,  pastor,  and  at 
the  evening  service  of  the  North  Highland  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Rev.  Beverly  Bond,  pastor. 

MISS  CAROLYN  DOUGLAS,  daughter  of  Rev. 

and  Mrs.  Luman  E.  Douglas,  was  married  on 
Saturday,  August  4,  to  Wayne  Fulmer,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Fulmer  of  Homer  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Homer  with  the  father  of 
the  bride  performing  the  ceremony. 

REV.  J.  MARTIN  ALFORD,  retired  member 
of  the. Louisiana  Conference,  now  living  in 
Shreveport,  was  one  of  the  guest  preachers  at 
the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  during  the 
absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck, 
who  was  on  vacation.  His  subject  was  “Pioneer¬ 
ing  For  Christ.” 

AROUND  375  Church  School  workers  of  the 
Firsts  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  at¬ 
tended  the  12th  Annual  Appreciation  Workers’ 
Conference  and  dinner  held  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  July  25.  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  associate  pas¬ 
tor,  represented  the  church  in  a  talk  of  appreci¬ 
ation.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport,  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  for  the  series  of  evangelistic  services 
which  will  be  held  at  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  beginning  on  Sunday  night,  November 
4,  and  running  through  Friday  night.  Rev.  Jolly 
B.  Harper  is  pastor  of  Trinity  Church. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  preacher  in  evangelistic  services  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Homer,  July  22 
through  July  29.  Rev.  George  Dent,  associate 
pastor  at  the  First  Church,  Nacogdoches,  Texas, 
led  the  singing.  Rev.  Donald  Risinger  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

REV.  CARLOS  A.  WELSH,  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  now  a  teacher  in 
Baring  Christian  College,  Batala,  Tungam,  India, 
and -Mrs.  Welsh  announce  the  birth  of  a  son, 
Ashwin  Kumar,  in  Christian  College  Hospital  at 
Ludhiana  on  May  27.  Mrs.  Welsh  is  the  former 
Miss  Faroj  Macwan  and  was  also  a  teacher  at 
the  college. 

MISS  PAT  ALEXANDER,  missionary  to  Cuba, 
spoke  at  the  evening  service  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Sterlington  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  July  29.  Miss  Alexander  will  return ''soon 
to  Cuba  where  she  will  be  principal  of  Dreta- 
sharp  Primary  School  in  Herradura  Pinar-Del- 
Rio,  Province.  She  formerly  taught  at  Crandon 
Institute  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay. 

DURING  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Jack 
Shaw,  pastor  of  the  Cotton  Valley  Methodist 
Church,  while  on  vacation  the  following  min¬ 
isters  filled  the  pulpit:  Rev.  John  Johns  and 
Rev.  Joe  Chambers  from  Centenary  College  and  ' 
Rev.  Frank  Tucker  of  the  Springhill  Methodist 
Church.  On  that  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw  spoke 
in  the  Clifton,  Texas,  Methodist  Church. 

RECEPTION  was  given  Rev.  Jack  Shaw  and 
his  family  in  the  reception  hall  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Cotton  Valley  recently. 
Ralph  Riddle  as  master  of  ceremonies  welcomed 
the  pastor  and  his  family  back  for  another  year. 

A  song  service  was  led  by  Mrs.  Mabel  Leonard. 
The  Shaw  family  was  presented  with  many  gifts. 
Refreshments  were  served. 


SUNDAY,  July  22,  marked  the  opening  0f  th 
new  educational  building  of  the  First  Meth^ 
odist  Church  of  West  Monroe.  Members  of  th' 
Building  Committee,  other  than  the  pastor,  Reve 
W.  D.  Milton,  were  D.  C.  Metcalf,  Earl  Hamm' 
R.  G.  Taylor,  Norman  Rushing,  Ray  Sherrard’ 
F.  C.  McConnell,  Chas.  Chisholm,  Myatt  Mc’ 
Clendon,  W.  L.  Herron,  Amos  Hood  and  Rav' 
mond  Potter. 

DR.  W.  A.  SMART,  professor  emeritus  0j 
Biblical  Theology  at  Candler  School  0{ 
Theology,  Emory  University,  will  hold  special 
services,  August  19  through  August  26,  at  Mun- 
holland  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  beginning  with  the  11:00  a.m.  service 
on  Sunday,  August  19.  Dr.  Smart  will  speak 
during  the  week  at  10:00  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m 
Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  is  pastor  of  Munholland 
Church. 

The  east  point  methodist  church  0f 

the  Hall  Summit  Charge  was  presented  a 
Certificate  of  Merit  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Town  and  Country  Commission  earlier  this 
month.  This  is  the  third  consecutive  year  that 
the  East  Point  Church  has  been  awarded  this 
certificate,  according  to  report.  The  award  is 
given  each  spring  in  recognition  of  outstanding 
progress  made  during  the  conference  year.  Rev. 
Floyd  L.  Durham  is  the  present  pastor. 

REV.  MAURICE  A.  PHILLIPS,  former  news¬ 
paper  reporter,  has  been  namecl  assistant 
editor  in  the  editorial  division  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education,  it  has  been  announced  by 
Dr.  Henry  M.  Bullock,  editor  of  Methodist  church 
school  publications.  Mr.  Phillips  will  edit  pub¬ 
lications  for  small  churches,  including  Bible  Les¬ 
sons  for  Youth,  Program  Quarterly,  Youth 
Teacher  and  Counselor.  He  succeeds  James  E. 
Sellers,  who  recently  joined  the  staff  of  Vander¬ 
bilt  University. 

The  lake  vista  methodist  church  of 

New  Orleans  will  sponsor  a  Nursery  School 
this  fall,  using  facilities  of  its  new  $110,000  edu¬ 
cation  building,  according  to  recent  announce- 
-  ment.  First  registration  for  the  school  was 
held  on  Monday,  August  6,  from  9:00  a.  m.  until 
noon.  Three  and  four-year-olds  will  attend  the 
school  week-day  morning  beginning  Thursday, 

■  September  6.  Mrs.  Crawford  J.  Powell  will  serve 
as  director  of  the  school.  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  FOLLOWING  guest  ministers  will  preach 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles 
at  the  morning  services  while  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg, 
the  pastor,  is  abroad:  August  12,  Dr.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  First  Church,  Alexandria;  August  19, 
Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice-president,  Centenary 
College;  August  26,  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  district 
superintendent,  Lake  Charles  District;  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  Rev.  E.  W.  Harris,  district  superintendent, 
Baton  Rouge  District;  September  16,  Rev.  Sam 
Nader,  district  superintendent,  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict.  On  August  5  and  September  2  Rev.  Louis 
Coppage,  the  associate  minister,  will  have  charge 
of  the  communion  ^services. 

DR.  J.  MANNING  POTTS,  editor  of  The  Upper 
Roorrb;  received  a  “Testimonial  of  Service” 
certificate  at  the  Sewart  Air  Force  Base,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  from  Colonel  William  Lewis,  Jr.,  base 
commander,  on  behalf  of  the  chief  of  Air  Force 
Chaplains.  The  citation  for  spiritual  and  moral 
leadership  given  to  Air  Force  personnel,  reads, 
“Reverend  Mr.  Potts  performed  outstanding 
service  during  March  and  April  1953,  accom¬ 
panying  the  Chief  of  Air  Force  chaplains  on 
an  inspection  visit  to  installations  in  the  Far 
East  Air  Forces.”  Signing  the  citation  were  Gen¬ 
eral  Nathan  F.  Twining,  Air  Force  Chief  of 
Staff,  and  Brig.  General  Charles  I.  Carpenter, 
Chief  of  Air  Force  chaplains. 
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By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 

■1 A  Jm 

the  preacher  and  the  soldier 


Simon  wasn’t  exactly  a  preacher  when  this 
incident  occurred,  but  he  had  been  exposed  to 
Jesus’  -teaching  every  day  for  three  years,  and 
we  might  well  call  him  one.  I  can  see  him  now. 
Several  men  are  sitting  around  a  small  fire.  The 
fish  have  been  cooked  and  the  red  coals  are 
slowly  turning  dark.  There  is  a  lull  in  the  con¬ 
versation,  then  Jesus  asks  them  all,  “Whom  do 
men  say  that  I  am?”  The  answer  does  not  satisfy 
the  Master,  .so  He  asks  a  more  pointed  question, 
“Whom  doYOU  say  that  I  am?”  It  is  Simon  who 
jumps  to  his  feet,  and  in  a  moment  of  high  in¬ 
spiration  he  exclaims  excitedly,  “You  are  the 
Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God.” 

Even  though  Jesus  said  that  Simon  had  re¬ 
ceived  this  revelation  directly  from  God,  we 
somehow  feel  that  Simon  could  not  say  any¬ 
thing  else.  After  all,  he  had  been  by  the  Master’s 
side  f<j>r  three  years,  listening  constantly  to  the 
wonderful  words  of  life.  In  fact,  we  somehow 
expect  the  preacher,  or  any  close  follower  of 
God,  to  proclaim  almost  automatically  that  he 
believes  in  God  and  in  His  power  to  save.  We 
may  not  be  willing  to  put  our  Christian  beliefs 
into  actual  practice  when  the  going  becomes 
rough,  but  we  someho*w  expect  the  preacher  to 
be  willing  to  speak  any  time  for  God  whether 
the  congregation  supports  him  or  not. 

Maybe  we  should  think  of  another  incident 
.  .  .  the  last  sad  hour  of  Jesus’  earthly  life. 
Yonder  He  hangs  on  a  cross  in  mental  and  physi¬ 
cal  agony.  His  friends  and  followers  have  left 
Him.  The  wonderful  plans  He  had  dreamed  for 
God’s  people  have  been  cruelly  shattered.  The 
horrible  pain  of  crucifixion  has  drawn  the  vital¬ 
ity  from  His  strong  frame.  He  cries  in  a  loud 
voice  and  His  head  drops  forward  .  .  .  He  has 
died  .  .  .  But  who  is  the  first  person  to  be  heard 
around  the  cross?  None  other  than  one  of  the 
Roman  soldiers  who  helped  to  crucify  Him.  The 
centurion  looks  up  in  amazement  and  awe  and 
says,  “Truly  this  was  the  son  of  God.” 

Simon  Peter’s  confession  of  faith  has  been 
repeated  down  the  centuries  as  the  actual  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  Christian  Church.  And  there  is  no 
denying  that  his 'words  have  meant  much  to  be¬ 
lievers  for  all  time.  But  let  us  not  overlook  the 
value  of  humble  witness  by  ordinary  people  .  .  . 
some  of  them  not  even  Christians  .  .  .  people  who 
out  of  their  own  simple  experiences  have  looked 
up  and  in  joy  have  exclaimed,  “I  see  God,  and  I 
want  to  follow  Him.”  - 


THE  expression,  “The  point  of  no  return” 
is  one  commonly  used  in  referring  to  a 
plane  on  a  flight  between  two  distant 
points.  Having  passed  a  certain  point  in 
that  flight,  if  trouble  developes,  there  is 
nothing  left  for  the  plane  but  to  continue  on 
to  its  destination  since  the  journey  back  to  the 
starting  point  is  further  than  the  distance  ,to 
the  destination.  Something  of  this  nature  some¬ 
times  develops  in  other  fields  of  endeavor. 

Just  at  the  present  time  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  in  Greater  Little  Rock  is  having  a  dif¬ 
ficult  time  in  its  effort  to  remedy  a  mistake 
it  made  some  time  ago.  It  has  been  but  a  com¬ 
paratively  few  years  since  no  grocery  house 
of  size  was  open  for  business  on  Sunday.  Then 
the  bright  idea  occurred  to  some  grocer  to  in¬ 
crease  his  business  by  remaining  open  on  Sun¬ 
day  while  his  competitors  were  closed.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this,  of  course,  was  that  soon  “every¬ 
body  was  doing  it.”  This  did  not  mean  an  in¬ 
creased  sale  of  groceries  since  the  public  only 
needs  so  many  groceries.  It  simply  meant  that 
profits  for  all  grocers  were  decreased  because 
of  the  additional  expense  of  an  additional  day 
per  week.  The  only  way  to  avoid  this  was  to 
increase  the  price  of  groceries. 

Now,  in  Greater  Little  Rock,  grocery  firms 
generally  realize  their  mistake  and  they  are 
trying  desperately  to  return  to  the  former 
custom  of  closing  on  Sunday.  They  have  even 
sponsored  city  ordinances  in  Little  Rock  and 
North  Little  Rock  making  it  illegal  for  gro¬ 
cery  stores  to  open  for  business  on  Sunday. 
There  has,  of  course,  for  almbst  seventy  years, 
been  a  law  against  transacting  business  on 
Sunday  which  is  quite  commonly  flouted. 
Hqwever,  the  major  grocery  firms  find  now 
that  there  are  some  grocers  who  refuse  to  close 
their  stores  on  Sunday  regardless  of  the  efforts 
at  common  agreement  of  the  passing  of  city  or¬ 
dinances. 

It  may  develop,  unfortunately,  that  the  gro¬ 
cery  stores,  which  joined  so  readily  the  “open 
Sunday”  plan,  have  passed  “the  point  of  no 
return  in  this  policy.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
is  not  true.  Grocerymen  and  their  employees, 
like  everybody,  need  to  rest  on  Sunday. 

People  generally  have  neen  caught  in 
something  of  the  same  trap  in  other  fields  of 
endeavor.  We  license  race  tracks  and  liquor 
dealers  for  the  taxes  they  pay.  We  wake  up 
to  discover,  in  addition  to  the  demoralizing  in¬ 
fluence  they  exert,  that  they  cost  the  state 
many  dollars  for  every  tax  dollar  they  pay. 
When  the  better  citizenship  tries  to  remedy  the 
mistake,  we  hear  the  cry  of  the  benefits  that 
old  people,  welfare  dependents,  schools  and 


In  c&he  Spirit  Of  ^he  UN 

SUPPORTERS  of  the  United  Nations  realize 
anew  the  value  of  the  organization  every 
time  a  world  crisis  arises.  Because  of  the 
principles  to  which  member  nations  sub¬ 
scribe  or  because  of  direct  action  within  the 
UN  organization  itself,  many  of  the  crises 
have  been  resolved  without  the  use  of  military 
force  and  the  loss  of  life  and  property. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  UN  eleven 
years  agcr  a  number  of  situations  have  arisen 
which,  a  generation  or  so  ago,  would  have  al¬ 
most  certainly  resulted  in  the  use  of  military 
force  by  the  nations  or  parties  concerned.  With 
one  or  two  exceptions,  since  the  formation  of 
the  UN,  hostilies  have  been  avoided,  and  it  is 
quite  likely  that  had  it  not  been  for  United 
Nations  the  Korean  war  could  have  developed 
into  a  major  catastrophe. 

The  latest  crises,  of  course,  is  the  seizure 
and  nationalization  of  the  Suez  Canal  by  Egyp¬ 
tian  leaders,  a  move  which  of  course  is  a 
major  threat  to  the  peace,  not  only  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  but  to  most  of  the  world  since  the 
canal  facilities  are  used  by  all  nations^  which 
have  shipping  industries.  World  leaders  close 
to  the  situation  seem  agreed  that  Egypt’s  seiz¬ 
ure  of  the  canal  was  a  retaliatory  measure 
against  Britian  and  the  United  States  for  their 
change  of  heart  in  helping  to  finance  the  High 
Aswan  Dam  project  on  the  Nile  River  in 
Egypt.  The  Suez  Canal,  since  1888,  has  been 
controlled  by  an  international  corporation  in 
which  financial  interests  in  several  nations  have 
investment.  Egyptian  leaders  have  simply  an¬ 
nounced  that  Egypt  now  owns  and  operates  the 
canal,  and  will  divert  the  proceeds  from  its 
operation  to  the  Aswan  dam  project. 

Quite  naturally,  the  first  reaction  of  major 
investing  nations  like  England  and  France  was 
to  use  military  force,  if  necessary,  to  maintain 
international  control  of  the  canal,  but  after  re¬ 
flection  further  consideration  of  the  issues  in¬ 
volved  acted  as  a  restraining  influence.  More 


other  state  agencies  receive  from  these  tax  dol¬ 
lars.  It  is  quite  easy  in  these  fields  to  pass  “the 
point  of  no  return.”  We  have  traveled  so  far 
now  that  we  have  a  difficult  fight  to  return  to 
sobriety  and  honesty.  The  further  we  go  in 
that  direction  the  stronger  the  foothold  these 
interests  will  have  and  the  more  difficult  the 
job  will  be  to  defeat  them. 

than  once  it  has  been  brought  out  that  those  na¬ 
tions  involved  are  member  nations  of  the  UN  and 
have  subscribed  to  certain  principles  which  call 
for  the  settlement  of  international  disputes  by 
means  other  than  conflict.  We  believe  that 
Yvhen  crises  such  as  the  Suez  Canal  dispute  can 
be  settled  without  conflict,  the  usefulness  of  the 
UN  cannot  be  disproven. 


A  Life  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

- - - -  i 

BREAKING  THE  MONOTONY 

The  London  crowds  were  packed  densely  before  the  newspaper  bulletin 
screens.  It  was  in  the  summer  of  1914.  The  British  were  watching  breath¬ 
lessly  to  see  if  the  government  would  declare  war. 

headlines  flashed  the  word,  “war,”  one  Londoner  con¬ 
fessed'  afterward  that  many  in  the  crowd  were  secretly 
glad  because  it  broke  the  monotony  of  their  drab  exist¬ 
ence. 

After  the  horrors  of  the  two  world  conflicts  no 
sane  person  today  would  welcome  war  as  a  relief  from 
monotony.  But  I  know  a  number  of  people  who  still 

talk  nostalgically  about  the  film,  “The  Best  Years  of 

Our  Lives,”  which  depicted  the  wartime  experiences 
of  nobility  and  sacrifice. 

One  reason  that  men  fall  to  fighting  is  that  peace¬ 
time  living  so  often  loses  its  lustre. 

Life  comes  to  us  with  the  shine  on.  In  the  darkest 
tenement  there  is  a  light  in  the  child’s  eye,  in  the  playrooms  of  abandoned 
foundlings  there  is  laughter.  And  most  of  the  experiences  we  encounter 
al°ng  the  way  have  a  lustre  when  they  are  new. 

After  a  while,  however,  repeated  contact  tends  to  wear  off  the  shine, 
ff  a  person  has  no  resourcefulness  or  power  of  renewal  in  himself,  he  soon 

begins  to  weary  of  his  situation.  He  feels  that  things  are  rubbing  him  the 

Wrong  way  simply  because  they  are  rubbing  him  the  same  way.  The  boy 
think  his  father’s  household  so  dull  and  intolerable  that  he  runs  away 
from  home.  And  the  man  may  acquire  the  habit  of  running  away  from 
borne,  as  did  Ralph  Barton,  the  artist  who  some  years  ago  left  a  suicide 
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note  in  which  he  confessed  that  he  had  run  from  home  to  home,  and  from 
country  to  co*untry  in  his  effort  to  escape  the  monotony  of  life. 

In  this  common  chase  after  glittering  novelty  the  Psalmist  bids  us  re¬ 
member  that  “with  God  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  in  His  light  do  we  see 
light.”  When  we  feel  the  presence  of  God,  we  get  a  fresh  light  on  ourselves. 
The  sense  of  God  opens  those  inner  springs  of  enjoyment  which  can  well 
up  with  satisfaction.  By  renewing  a  right  spirit  within  us,  God  gives  us  a 
fresh  view  of  things  around  us;  a  new  value  in  things  that  are  old.  John 
Bunyan  was  in  Bedford  jail,  but  his  mind  broke  through  the  monotony 
to  glimpse  the  adventures  of  “Pilgrim’s  Progress.” 

We  can  make  the  discovery  which  a  certain  woman  of  Samaria  made 
at  the  well  of  Jacob.  This  woman  had  been  skimming  the  surface  satis¬ 
factions  afforded  by  pleasure  and  indulgence.  She  had  flitted  from  love  to 
love  for  she  had  had  five  husbands.  But  life  for  her  had  lost  its  zest. 
Sullen  and  depressed,  she  had  come  down  to  the  well  to  draw  water.  There 
she  met  the  divine  Gentleman  of  Nazareth,  who  told  her  about  “a  well  of 
water”  deep  down  within  herself  from  which  she  might  quench  her  re¬ 
curring  thirst.  In  short,  he  opened  for  her  “the  fountain  of  life.”  He  turned 
on  her  a  divine  light  in  which  she  saw  light. 

When  we  draw  on  the  divine  “fountain  of  life”  within  our  own  minds, 
we  find  there  is  more  romance  in  making  our  marriage  work  than  in  run¬ 
ning  after  a  new  one.  That  meaning  can  be  discovered  in  chores  which 
often  seem  drudgery.  That  our  higher  tastes  have  more  variety  than  our 
lower  ones.  If  our  pleasures  come  through  the  stomach,  we  soon  get  “fed 
up.”  But  our  eyes  can  feast  on  beauty  indefinitely  and  for  the  trained  ear 
the  joys  of  music  are  unlimited. 

There  is  more  satisfaction  in  staying  in  the  same  place  and  growing 
than  in  restless  moving  to  new  places.  A  diamond  has  been  defined  as  a 
lump  of  coal  that  stayed  on  the  job.  Of  course,  there  is  more  to  it  than 
that.  There  is  God.  God  can  make  diamonds  in  the  mud  of  prunes  and 
He  can  make  romance  out  of  monotony. 
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“IN  GOD  WE  TRUST”  VOTED 
OFFICIAL  U.  S.  MOTTO 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A  bill  making  “  In  God  We  Trust”  the 
official  motto  of  the  United  States  was  passed  by  the  Senate  —  after 
having  earlier  received  House  approval  —  and  sent  to  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  for  signing  into  law. 

In  1865  Congress  voted  to  permit  the  phrase  to  be  used  on  certain 
coins  and  in  1908  made  it  mandatory  on  some  coins. 

Last  year  the  national  legislature  voted  to  require  use  of  the  motto 
on  all  coins  and  all  paper  money.  Currency  bearing  the  phrase  is  expected 
to  appear  in  circulation  about  the  latter  part  of  1957. 

“In  God  We  Trust”  also  appears  — 


on  the  3-cent  stamp  of  the  1954- 
55  regular  postage  issue  and  on 
the  8-cent  stamp  used  for  overseas 
correspondence. 

Rep.  Charles  E.  Bennett  (D. 
Fla.)  who  sponsored  the  bill  mak¬ 
ing  use  of  the  phrase  mandatory 
on  all  coins  and  currency,  also  in¬ 
troduced  the  legislation  to  make  it 
the  United  States’  national  motto. 

The  Senate  action  followed  a 
favorably  report  on  the  bill  pre¬ 
sented  on  behalf  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  by  Sen.  Joseph  O’Ma¬ 
honey  (D-Wyo.). 

“It  will  be  of  great  spiritual  and 
psychological  value  to  our  country 
to  have  a  clearly  designated  nat¬ 
ional  motto  of  inspirational  quality 
in  plain,  popular,  accepted  Eng¬ 
lish,”  he  said. 

The  Senator  said  most  Ameri¬ 
cans  already  were  adjusted  to  the 
idea  of  the  phrase  as  a  national 
slogan  because  of  the  line  in  “The 
Star-Spangled  Banner”  which  says 
“And  this  be  our  motto  —  ‘In  God 
Be  Our  Trust.”  On  the  other  hand, 
he  pointed  out,  “e  pluribus  unum,” 
long  considered  an  unofficial  mot¬ 
to,  is  unsatisfactory  because  few 
people  know  what  it  means. 


Three  Groups  Seek 
World  Council 
Membership 

Vienna  (RNS)  —  Three  applica¬ 
tions  for  membership  in  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  were  received 
here  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  international  or¬ 
ganization. 

The  applications  were  submitted 
by  the  Baptist  Church  of  Hungary, 
the  Anglican  Church  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Central  Africa,  and  the 
(German  Evangelical)  La  Plata  Sy¬ 
nod  of  Argentina, 

The  World  Council  presently  em¬ 
braces  162  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  bodies  in  47  countries. 

The  Executive  Committee  held 
two-day  sessions  here  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  World  Council”s 
Central  Committee  scheduled  to 
open  at  Matrahaza,  near  Budapest, 
Hungary,  on  July  28. 

The  sessions  were  opened  by  Dr. 
Franklin  Clark  Fry,  president  of 
the  United  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Central  Committee. 


REDEDICATE  CHURCH 
USED  AS  SOVIET  DEPOT 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  An  East  Berlin 
church  building  used  as  a  Soviet 
Army  depot  from  1945  until  last 
year  was  rededicated  as  a  house  of 
worship  in  ceremonies  presided  over 
by  Bishop  Otto  W.  Dibelius  of  Ber¬ 
lin,  head  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
in  Germany  (EKID). 

Gen.  A.  P.  Dibrova,  then  com¬ 
mander  in  the  Communist-controlled 
sector  of  East  Berlin,  handed  the 
building  over  to  EKID  officials  in 


Operates  Home 
For  Alcoholics 

Lake  Waccamaw,  N.C.  *(RNS)  — 
A  group  of  Protestant  clergymen 
and  laymen  have  taken  over  a  for¬ 
mer  hunting  lodge  here  and  are 
operating  it  as  a  home  for  alcoholics. 

Called  the  Good  Shepherd  Home 
and  Clinic  Inc.,  it  can  accommodate 
up  to  30  persons  at  a  time,  each  of 
whom  must  remain  at  the  hospice 
for  a  period  of  eight  weeks.  The 
home  is  supported  by  contributions 
from  interested  persons. 

Directors  of  the  project  believe 
its  program  of  physical  care,  spirit¬ 
ual  counseling,  educational  and  re¬ 
creational  rehabilitation,  job  train¬ 
ing,  and  aid  in  securing  employ¬ 
ment  offers  a  maximum  hope  for 
successful  cures. 

Organization  of  the  project  was 
spearheaded  by  the  Rev.  E.  V.  Dunn 
of  the  Hallsboro  (N.C.)  Methodist 
church  who  has  been  named  chair¬ 
man  of  its  board  of  directors.  Mr. 
Dunn  aided  in  setting  up  Hebron 
Colony,  a  similar  project,  near 
Boone,  N.  C.,  five  years  ago. 


1955.  It  is  adjacent  to  the  Soviet 
headquarters  in  Karlshorst,  a"  bor¬ 
ough  of  East  Berlin. 

Repair  and  redecoration  of  the 
church  was  financed  by  contribu¬ 
tions  froro-churches  in  Berlin  and 
throughout  West  Germany  as  well 
as  from  churches  in  other  countries. 


Reports  Religious 
Enthusiasm  In 
Russia 

London  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Arthur 
Michael  Ramsey,  Archbishop  of 
York,  reported  here  he  found  re¬ 
ligious  enthusiasm  in  Russia. 

Dr.  Ramsey,  second-ranking  pre¬ 
late  of  the  Church  of  England,  re¬ 
turned  to  London  after  heading  an 
Angelican  delegation  which  visited 
Moscow  for  conferences  with  leaders 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

He  pronounced  the  mission  a 
“success,”  even  though  “the  long 
separation  of  the  two  Churches 
made  the  exchange  of  ideas  rather 
slow.” 

“However,”  he  added,  “we  really 
did  get  together.  It  was  worthwhile 
going,  to  forward  and  to  inspire 
unity  between  us.” 

Dr.  Ramsey  said  the  delegation 
visited  many  churches  and  he  him¬ 
self  gave .  sermons  in  12.  He  said 
there  were  large  congregations  both 
on  weekdays  and  Sundays,  and 
every  sign  of  an  enthusiastic  reli-„ 
gious  spirit. 

“There  is  freedom  of  worship  in 
Russia,”  he  said,  “but  no  religious 
teaching  is  allowed  in  the  schools 
and  anti-religious  propaganda  is 
conducted  by  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty.” 


Elected  Gideon  , 
International  President 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  P.  J.  Zon- 
dervan  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was 
elected  president  of  Gideons  Inter¬ 
national  at  the  organization’s  57th 
annual  convention  here. 

He  succeeds  Raymond  R.  Lindsey 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  who  had  head¬ 
ed  the  Protestant  businessmen’s  or¬ 
ganization  since  1953. 

D.  J.  DePree  of  Zeeland,  Mich., 
a  former  president,  was  chosen  vice- 
president;  Paul  A.  Westburg  of 
Wilmette,  Ill.,  was  named  treasurer; 
and  Axel  P.  Fredeen  of  Seattle, 
Wash.,  chaplain. 


Statement  On  Methodism's  Jurisdictional  Structure 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  statement  was  adopted  by  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  of  The  Methodist  Church  at  its  quadrennial  sessions,  July  11-15,  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  It  was  recommended  by  the  Jurisdictional  Council  and  introduced 
by  Dean  William  R.  Cannon  of  the  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  a 
•delegate  from  the  North  Georgia  conference. 

Seventeen  years  have  passed  since  three  brarlches  of  American  Methodism  were 
Joined  in  one  great  fellowship  of  faith.  As  we  look  backward  over  these  eventful  years 
we  are  persuaded  that  Methodist  Union  was  of  God,  that  on  account  of  ib  the  life  of  the 
whole  church  has  been  enriched,  and  that  as  one  body  we  have  been  able  to  serve  God 
and  mankind  in  ways  we  could  not  have  served  as  separate  units.  We  experience  a 
thrill  when  we  remember  that  our  sons  and  daughters  live  and  labor  on  every  continent 
and  that  we  are  a  part  of  a  world-wide  communion.  Again  we  declare  our  loyalty  to  The 
Methodist  Church,  now  extended  beyond  anything  our  fathers  dreamed,  and  we  pledge 

The  jurisdictional  structure  was  of  the  essence  of  the  ‘Plan  of  Union’,  which  plan 
is  now  the  constitution  of  the  church.  On  “the  long  road  to  Methodism  Union  no 
plan  was  seriously  considered  that  did  not  contain  the  Jurisdictional  idea.  Its  advantages 
were  evident  then  and  are  equally  evident  now.  The  Jurisdictional  structure  protects 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  minorities;  it  preserves  the  spiritual  graces  and  the  varied 
cultural  heritages  of  the  regions  that  are  contained  in  our  larger  fellowship,  and  thereby 
the  whole  body  is  enhiched;  it  saves  the  church  from  the  monotony  inherent  in  a  hard 
and  fast  overhead  system  that  knows  no  flexibility;  it  roots  the  church  in  the  soil  of 
every  region,  produces  a  closer  fellowship,  encourages  initiative,  and  inspires  the 
wHI  to  undertake  the  enterprises  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  We  believe  in  these  principles 
as  firmly  as  when  at  a  high  hour  in  1939  in  Kansas  City  the  long-dreamed  of  Union  of 
Methodism  was  consumated.  ...  .  ...  ,  .  .. 

We  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  and  our  brethren  of  at  least  one  other  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  have  taken  seriously  the  section  of  the  church’s  constitution  which  makes  provision 
for  a  program  of  activity  on  the  Jurisdictional  level.  Experience  has  proved  its  effective¬ 
ness.  Through  our  Jurisdictional  Council  and  related  agencies  we  have  been  able  to 
pioneer  in  the  field  of  radio  and  television,  and  the  Protestant  Radio  Center  in  Atlanta  is 
the  result.  The  council  promoted  the  first  Pastors’  Supply  School  and  the  pattern  has 
been  followed  over  the  church.  It  led  in  the  development  of  Lake  Junaluska  as  the 
summer  capital  of  Methodism  in  the  Southeast,  from  which  streams  of  influence  reach 
to  distant  places.  It  has  rallied  the  loyalties  of  our  people  around  two  great  Methodist 
universities  that  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Jurisdiction  or  of  conferences  in  it. 
The  council  has  led  in  the  promotion  of  World  Missions,  Church  Extenson,  Lay  Activities, 
Town  and  Country  work  and  in  numerous  other  fields  in  which  The  Methodist  Church 
labors  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  world.  In  addition,  bonds  of  fellowship  have  been 
strengthened  by  these  our  labors  together  and  we  have  experienced  over  the  entire 
region  deep  satisfaction  in  this  closer  association  in  a  common  faith  and  in  a  world 
mission. 

We,  therefore,  again  declare  our  conviction  that  the  Jurisdictional  structure  is  an 
instrument  better  fitted  to  preserve  the  unity  of  The  Methodist  Church,  and  better 
fitted  to  make  her  work  and  service  effective  at  home  and  abroad  than  any  other 
instrument  that  has  been  devised  or  suggested.  We  look  with  disfavor  on  any  proposal 
that  would  radically  change  our  Jurisdictional  plan. 


Ten  Commandments 
Called  Vital  To 
Survival 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
Senate  concurrent  resolution  call¬ 
ing  upon  the  United  States  to 
perpetuate  ^‘renewed  observance” 
of  the  Ten  Comm a/i dments 
throughout  the  world.  - 

The  resolution,  which  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  declared 
that  a  return  to  strict  observance 
of  the  precepts  of  the  Decalogue 
was  “never  more  vital  to  our 
survival  and  continued  civiliza¬ 
tion”  than  today  when  “the  basic 
principles  of  man’s  ethical  con¬ 
duct  towards  his  fellowman  have 
been  cast  aside  throughout  much 
of  the  world.” 

As  the  “primary  moyal  force” 
behind  Christianity,  Judaism  and 
Islam,  the  Ten  Commandments 
should  be  reaffirmed  by  nations 
and  by  individuals  as  the  “ethical 
code  governing  the  lives  of  men,” 
the  resolution  said. 


BISHOP  SHEEN 
PREDICTS  HE’LL  SAY 
MASS  IN  RUSSIA 

Youngstown,  O.  (RNS)  — 
Auxiliary  Bishop  Fulton  J. 
Eiheen  of  New  York  predicted 
here  that  someday  he  will  say  a 
Mass  in  Russia. 

“I  feel  it  before  God,”  he  told 
20,000  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
Youngstown  district  during  the 
celebration  of  an  outdoor  Mass 
in  the  Byzantine  Rite. 

“Some  day,  please  God  and 
Our  Lady  of  Fatima,”  the  bishop 
said  “I  am  going  to  read  a  Mass 

—  exactly  as  I  am  reading  now 

—  in  Russia.” 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


To  Leaders  of  Crowing 
Southern  Churches  I 

Is  your  church  planning  to  build? 
Learn  how  eminent  clergy  and  lay 
leaders  once  wondered  if  they 
really  needed  professional  fund¬ 
raising  management.  They  will 
tell  you  now  how  Campaign  As¬ 
sociates  dispelled  their  doubts, 
guided  them  to  scientifically 
planned  success.  Those  who  once 
feared  that  we  might  conduct  a 
brash,  "high  pressure”  campaign 
now  endorse  it  as  a  "rich,  spirit¬ 
ual  experience,”  ask  us  to  repeat 
as  their  needs  increase. 

I*.  -  M 

We’d  like  to  send 
you  our  fascinat¬ 
ing  booklet,  “The 
Story  of  a  Church 
Campaign  Direc¬ 
tor.”  Write  or 
phone  collect.  No 
obligation,  of 
course. 


raiph  i.  unie 

Manager 

Atlanta  0 Hk$ 


V  INCORPORATED 

1401  PucMrw  St.  BUg..  N.  E.  too*-  62 
Atlanta,  Ga.  fbons:  IRinity  5-8488 
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What  others  are  asking 

What  is  TOGETHER?  TOGETHER  is 
the  new  “Midmonth  Magazine  .  for 
Methodist  Families.”  It  will  present  the 
timeless  message  of  Christian  life  in  a 
modern  way. 

What  happens  to  national  Christian 
Advocate  subscriptions?  They  will  be 
continued  in  TOGETHER  after  October. 

Why  will  I  want  to  subscribe?  TO¬ 
GETHER  is  a  family  magazine  that  will 
inspire,  inform,  •  and  entertain.  Each 
issue  will  have  quality  stories  and  arti¬ 
cles  for  every  member  of  the  family.  It 
is  the  official  publication  of  world  wide 
Methodism. 

How  can  I  find  out  more  about  TO¬ 
GETHER?.  Your  pastor  has  received  a 
sample  copy  and  subscription  informa¬ 
tion.  Send  the  coupon  below  for  a  free 
pre-publication  copy. 


about  Together 

Why  is  the  ALL  FAMILY  PLAN  rec¬ 
ommended  for  my  church?  The  plan,  is 
conceived  in  the  same  evangelistic  spirit 
of  reaching  multitudes  that  marked  the 
efforts  of  John  Wesley.  When  every  ’v 
family  of  your  church  reads  TO¬ 
GETHER,  their  spiritual  lives  will  be 
nourished  and  the  total  program  of  the 
church  will  be  strengthened. 

What  is  the  NEW  CHRISTIAN  ADVO¬ 
CATE?  It  is  a  new  monthly  journal  for 
Methodist  leaders.  Subscriptions  may  be 
entered  through  your  pastor,  $3.00  a 
year.  Charter  issue,  October,  1956. 

How  can  I  receive1' TOGETHER?  Ask 
your  pastor  if  you-  will  be  receiving 
TOGETHER  through  the  ALL  FAMILY 
PLAN/ If  ni>t,  give  him  your  individual 
subscription  now.  Rate,  $3.00  a  year. 


Whc!  others  are 


doing  about 


v 


“Every  church  in  the  city  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  and  also  half  the  dis¬ 
trict  has  already  included  TOGETHER 
in  its  budget.”  Byron  Stroh,  District 
Superintendent,  Fort  Wayne  District. 

“I  am  delighted  with  your  plans  and  we 
shall  give  our  full  support  to  them.” 
W.  Kenneth  Haddock,  Pastor,  Arlington 
Methodist  Church,  Arlington,  Virginia. 

“It  sounds  to  me  like  a  great  idea,  'one 
which  the  Church  will  support.  I  would 
like  to  help  make  it  succeed.”  Dwight  R. 
Hunt,  Pastor,  Blackwell  Methodist 
Church,  Blackwell,  Oklahoma.  * 


“Our  Official  Board  enthusiastically  ap¬ 
proved  the  ALL  FAMILY  PLAN  be¬ 
cause  it  recognized  in  TOGETHER  an 
economical  means  of  reaching  our  more 
than  8000  members  regularly  with  a 
Christian  message  that  inspires,  in¬ 
forms,  and  entertains.”  Marshall  T. 
Steel,  Pastor,  Highland  Park.  Methodist 
Church,  Dallas,  Texas. 

“Looking  forward  with  great  interest  to 
our  new  publication  TOGETHER.  First 
Methodist  Church,  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio, 
3200  members  wishes  to  be  among  the 
first  to  accept  the  family  plan.”  Howard 
Mumma,  Pastor. 
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TOGETHER  BUSINESS  DEPT. 

740  N.  RUSH  ST.,  CHICAGO  11,  ILLINOIS 

Please  send  me  a  free  pre-publication  copy 
of  TOGETHER. 

To: _ _ 


Address. 
City _ 


State. 


CA  'ZH  HM  KM 
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TOGETHER  will  be  issued  monthly  by  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  740  N.  Rush  Street, 
Chicago  11,  Illinois.  Each  80  page  issue  will 
contain  articles  and  pictures  selected  to  meet  the 
needs  and  interests  of  all  the  family.  Many 
pages  will  he  in  full  color.  Subscription  cost  under 
the  ALL  FAMILY  PLAN,  50c  a  family  a  quarter. 
Individual  subscriptions,  $3.00  a  year. 

Charter  subscriptions  must  he  entered  before 
September  3,  1956  to  guarantee  delivery  of  the 
October  issue.  Give  your  pastor  your  subscription. 


AUGUST  9,  1956 
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Christian  Education 


Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 


North  Arkansas  Young  Adult  Conference 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

North  Arkansas  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
had  a  splendid  group  of  adults  and 
children  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  in  the 
Leadership  School.  The  following 
adults  and  children  participated  in 
the  Leadership  School:  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Sanders  of  North  Little  Rock  and 
her  two  children,  Robert  and  Daren 
Lynne;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Wild¬ 
er  of  Van  Buren  and  their  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Pamela  and  Michael;  Miss 
Hettie  Burnette,  Mrs.  Frances  Win¬ 
ter  and  her  son,  Fred,  and  Miss 
Brenda  Tirey  of  Fort  Smith;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Mabrey  and  their 
three  children,  Charlene,  Eddie,  and 
John  of  Batesville;  Mrs.  T.  B.  Hamp¬ 
ton  and  her  two  children,  Carol  and 
David,  Mrs.  Wendell  Wallin  and  her 
two  children,  Steve  and  Keith  of 
Wynne;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Trotter,  Mrs. 
Thomas  F.  Butt  and  her  son,  Martin, 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Murphy,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Rob¬ 
ertson,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hook,  and  Miss 
Alice  Ann  Willis  of  Fayetteville; 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ben  F.  Jordan,  Mrs. 
Walter  Lindley  and  daughter, 
Kathy,  of  Jonesboro;  Rev.  Charles 
P.  McDonald,  Ozark;  Rev.  A.  C. 
Braiinon  of  Trumann;  Mrs.  Tom 
Whiteside  of  Siloam  Springs;  Rev. 
Worth  W.  Gibson  of  Gentry;  Rev. 
Raymond  A.  Dorman  of  Fayetteville* 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Stewart, 
Jr.  and  daughter,  Sue,  of  Darda¬ 
nelles  Rev.  Byron  McSpadden  of 
Coming;  and  Ira  A.  Brumley. 

Rev.  Worth  W.  Gibson  and  Rev. 
William  M.  Wilder  were  members 
of  the  staff  working  in  the  Inter¬ 
mediate  Workshop. 

Christian  Education  Institutes 

Rev.  M.  Earle  Cunningham  and 
Miss  Mattie  Lula  Cooper  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  staffs 
will  be  resource  persons  for  a  series 
of  Christian  Education  Institutes  to 
be  held  in  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference,  September  16-21.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  Institutes  have  been  sched¬ 
uled: 

First  Church,  Conway,  Sunday, 
2:00  p.m.,  September  16 
First  Church,  Fort  Smith,  7 :00  p.m. 
Monday,  September  17 
First  Church,  Searcy,  7:00  p.m., 
Tuesday,  September  18 
First  Church,  Jonesboro,  7:00  p.m., 
Wednesday,  September  19 
First  Church,  Walnut  Ridge,  7:00 


The  fourth  annual  Young  Adult 
Conference  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  was  held  at  Hendrix 
College  on  June  9-10,  with  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  60.  Fourteen  different 
churches  were  represented. 

Dr.  John  H.  Hicks  of  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  gave 
three  lectures  on  the  Book  of 
Psalms. 

James  H.  Woodward  of  Lakewood 
Church,  North  Little  Rock,  led  the 
group  in  an  hour’s  discussion  and 
talk  on  Trends  of  Young  Adults. 

Two  recreation  periods  were  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Rev.  William 
Connell  of  Clinton. 

New  officers  for  1957  pictured 
above,  are  left  to  right:  President, 
Mrs.  Walter  Provost,  Marked  Tree; 
vice-president,  Wilford  Logan,  He- 
ber  Springs,  and  secretary,  Grace 
Glover,  First  Church,  North  Little 
Rock. 


p.m.,  Thursday,  September  20 
First  Church,  Forrest  City,  7:00 
P.M.,  Friday,  September  21 

Plans  are  being  made  for  eight 
grownups  in  each  of  these  Institutes: 
four  departmental  groups  in  the 
Children’s  Division,  two  department 
al  groups  in  the  Youth  Division,  one 
group  in  the  Adult  Division,  one 
group  for  pastors,  church  school 
superintendents,  members  of  the 
Commission  on  Education,  and 
other  general  officers  of  the  church 
school. 

This  is  the  one  effort  through 
which  we  attempt  to  provide  at 
least  a  little  training  for  every  of¬ 
ficer  and  teacher  of  the  church 
school.  While  these  Institutes  are 
so  brief  that  they  cannot  provide 
extensive  training  for  the  workers, 
they  do  provide  enough  train¬ 
ing  to  help  the  workers  do  a  bet¬ 
ter  job  in  their  church  school  work. 

We  hope  that  every  church  school 
within  reacl/of  these  opportunities 
will  begin  to  make  plans  to  be  well 
represented  in  these  programs. 

An  Institute  was  held  in  the  Fay¬ 
etteville  District  on  July  20,  follow¬ 
ing  the  same  pattern  as  the  above 
listed  Institutes. 


Rev.  James  S.  Upton  has  recent¬ 
ly  been  certified  for  “Youth  in  a 
Responsible  Society  —  A  Christian’s 
Concern”;  Rev.  William  M.  Wilder 
for  “The  Life  of  Jesus”;  Mrs.  W. 
Henry  Goodloe  for  “Southeast  Asia”. 


North  Arkansas  Guild  Holds 


MISS  LOUISE  NICHOLS 


MRS.  JULIAN  VOGEL 


First  Educational  Seminar 


-x  Using  the  theme  of  the  new  quad- 
rennium,  “THE  SPIRIT  OF  CHRIST 
—  FOR  ALL  OF  LIFE”,  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild  made  history  on  July 
14-15,  1956,  when  it  held  its  first 
annual  Educational  Seminar  at 
Hendrix  College,  Conway.  A  total 
of  81  Guilders,  staff  members  and 
standing  committee  members  were 
in  attendance  during  the  two-day 
session,  over  which  Mrs.  Julian  H. 
Vogel,  of  West  Memphis,  Conference 
Guild  Secretary,  presided. 

A  coaching  conference  for  district 
secretaries  was  a  part  of  the  week¬ 
end  program,  with  Mrs.  Vogel  and 
her  conference  chairmen,  Miss  Vir¬ 
ginia  Lowrie  of  Jonesboro,  Spiritual 
Life,  and  Miss  Mildred  Scott  *  of 
North  Little  Rock,  Christian  Social 
Relations,  as  leaders,  assisted  by 
Miss  Louise  Nichols  of  New  York 
City,  field  worker  for  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service,  who 
is  a  specialist  in  the  work  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  as  resource 
person. 

The  four  mission  studies  for  this 
year  were  presented  in  four  class 
sessions  of  one  hour  each  by  the 
following  persons: 

Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches — 
Miss  Mildred  Osment,  Jonesboro, 
Vice-president  of  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society. 

Mission:  U.S.A.  —  Miss  Louise 
Nichols,  New  York  City,  Field 
Worker,  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service. 

Southeast  Asia  —  Mrs.  Elmus 
Brown,  Hughes,  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary,  Missionary  Education  and 
Service. 

Youth  in  a  Responsible  Society  — 
Mrs.  Harold  Womack,  Rogers,  Fay¬ 
etteville  District  Secretary,  Miss. 
Ed.  and  Service. 

At  the  Chapel  Hour  on  Saturday 
evening,  Miss  Louise  Nichols  was 
the  speaker.  Her  subject  was  “The 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  in  the  New 
Quadrennium”.  At  the  close  of  her 
message,  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap,  Con¬ 
ference  President  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  led  in 
the  presentation  of  the  Quadrennial 


Goals.  s 

Following  the  Chapel  Hour,  a 
Fellowship  Hour  was  held  in  Hulen 
Hall,  with  Miss  Nichols  as  song  lead¬ 
er  and  Mrs.  Gilstrap  at  the  piano. 
Guilders  participated  in  a  period 
of  group  singing,  after  which  the 
members  of  the  Myrtle  Charles 
Guild  of  Conway  served  refresh¬ 
ments.  From  a  beautiful  refreshment 
table  covered  with  a  lace  cloth  and 
centered  with  a  lovely  arrangement 
of  bells  of  Ireland  and  pink  roses 
flanked  by  white  tapers  in  crystal 
candlesticks,  Miss  Myrtle  Charles 
presided  over  the  punch  bowl  and 
Mrs.  Vogel  served  the  cake. 

The  11:00  Worship  Service  on 
Sunday  was  led  by  Miss  Virginia 
Lowrie,  Conference  Chairman  of 
Spiritual  Life.  Miss  Edith  Martin 
of  Harrison,  missionary  on  furlough 
from  the  Belgian  Congo,  was  the 
inspirational  speaker  for  this  hour 
-find  took  the  Guilders  on  an  imagi¬ 
nary  trip  to  the  Congo.  She  left  the 
group  with  a  realization  of  the  ur¬ 
gent  need  for  additional  workers  in 
the  foreign  field.  A  love  offering  was 
taken  for  Miss  Martin  and  amounted 
to  $40.00. 

The  following  workshops  were 
held: 


“The  Outreach  of  the  Woman’s 
Division”  —  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown. 

“Program  Techniques”  —  Mrs. 
Hubert  E.  Pearce,  Wynne,  former 
Conference  Secretary  of  Spiritual 
Life. 


Mrs.  Hadley  Jones  of  Batesville 
served  as  organist  and  Miss  Barbara 
Meacham,  Director  of  Religious  Ed¬ 
ucation  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Batesville,  served  as  soloist  for  the 
Chapel  Hours  of  the  Seminar.  Their 
beautiful  instrumental  and  vocal 
contributions  added  much  to  the 
spirit  of  the  weekend. 

At  the  close  of  the  Seminar,  an 
evaluation  period  was  held  and  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
Educational  Seminar  should  become 
a  definite  part  of  the  annual  Guild 
program  in  the  conference.  —  Mrs. 
Julian  H.  Vogel,  Conference  Guild 
Secretary. 


Louisiana  School  of  Missions 
And  Christian  Service 

August  13-17  Centenary  College 

Registration:  10  a.  m.  Monday, 

August  13  -  Dean:  Mrs.  F.  C.  Haley 


THEME:  “O  COME  LET  US  ADORE  HIM” 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


MISSISSIPPI  COUNTY  MYF  INSTALLS 

OFFICERS 


Anne  Rhodes,  Osceola,  shown  left 
in  picture,  was  installed  as  pres¬ 
ident,  and  Glenn  Ladd,  Blytheville, 
shown  right  in  picture,  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  vice-president  pf  the 
Mississippi  County  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  on  June  11,  at  the  First 
Methodigt  Church  in  Blytheville. 
Rev.  Raymond  A.  Dorman,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  shown  center  in  picture, 


preachpd  the  sermon  of  dedication 
and  installed  the  officers. 

Other  officers  installed  were,  Kay 
Whitmore,  Luxora,  Secretary;  Tom¬ 
mie  Beall,  Wilson,  Treasurer;  Gayle 
Mitchell,  Osceola,  Publicity  Chair¬ 
man;  Betty  Blackmon,  Dell,  Chris¬ 
tian  Faith;  Jane  Chandler,  Whitton, 
Christian  Citizenship;  Glenn  Ladd, 
Blytheville,  Christian  Fellowship. 


New  Officers  For  Tangi-Helena  Sub-District 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
W.  F.  Cooley 

The  W.  F.  Cooley  Sub-District 
met  for  a  potluck  supper  at  the 
Wesley  House  in  Russellville  on 
Monday  night,  July  16,  at  6:30  p.  m. 

Miss  Frances  Kelly,  a  teacher 
from  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in 
RJ  Paso,  Texas,  spoke  on  the  In¬ 
stitute  and  told  of  its  work  among 
the  Mexicans. 

Miss  Mary  Mathis  of  North  Little 
Rock,  Conference  Christian  Witness 
chairman,  attended  the  meeting 
with  Miss  Kelly  and  talked  on  what 
°ur  Sub-District  could  do  about  the 
MYFund. — Glenna  Elliott 


Harvey-Spillman 

The  Harvey-Spillman  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  presented  to  the  Bethel  (La.) 
Methodist  Church  at  the  June  meet- 
*nS  in  Clinton  a  cross  inscribed  “In 
Roving  Memory  of  ‘Uncle  Van’ 


Above  are  pictured  the  newly 
elected  officers  of  the  Tangi-Helena 
(La.)  Sub-District: 

Left  to  right,  Betty  Marie  Wil¬ 
liams,  chairman  of  Citizenship;  Di¬ 
anne  King,  reporter;  Barbara  Sib¬ 
ley,  secretary;  Emma  Louise  Travis, 
chairman  of  Fellowship;  Mary  Jo 
Garner,  vice-president;  Catherine 
Crouch,  president;  Richard  Lea, 
chairman  of  Witness;  Rev.  Angus  L. 
Carruth,  counselor,  pastor  of  the 
Tangipaho  Circuit;  Patsy  Zachary, 
treasurer,  delegate-at-large;  Dennis 
Lea,  chairman  of  Faith;  Mrs.  Ethel 
Dunn,  counselor. 


Carter,  pastor  of  Bethel  Chtfrch, 
June  1,  1950,  to  May  31,  1956.” 

''This  was  a  fitting  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  a  very  wonderful  per¬ 
son. — Reporter 


Mansfield 

The  Mansfield  (La.)  Sub-District 


One  thing,  certainly,  is  this:  Electricity  is  the 
best  friend  a  beginning  homemaker  ever  had! 

Electric  servants  take  the  work  out  of 
housework,  add  leisure  hours  to  every  day. 
They  wash,  iron,  cook,  sew— without  straining 
the  thinnest  budget.  And  they’re  always  there 
when  you  want  them,  ready  to  do  any  job,  no 
matter  how  large. 

Making  sure  you  have  plenty  of  power  at 
a  bargain  price  is  the  main  job  of  the  men  and 
women  at  your  electric  company.  It’s  a  job 
they  11  go  right  on  doing  year  after  year. 

POWER  &  LIGHT 
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What 

every 


young 

bride 

should 

know 


met  on  July  2  at  Zwolle.  Rev.  James 
W.  Lawton,  pastor  of  the  Zwolle 
Church,  installed  the  following 
officers:  President,  Bryan  Hayes, 
Many;  vice-president,  Donnie  Webb, 
Zwolle;  secretary,  Katherine  Thom¬ 
as,  Logansport;  reporter,  Sallie  Na¬ 
bors,  Mansfield;  adult  counselor, 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  Pleasant  Hill. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
group  joined  hands  to  form  a 
Friendship  Circle  and  the  benedic¬ 
tion  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  M.  C. 
Cady. — Sallie  Nabors 


Bearing  one  another’s  burdens  is 
very  different  from  bearing  down 
on  them.  —  Church  Mgt. 
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Binswanger  s  Co. 

655  Union  Ave.  *  Memphis,  Tenn. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  "International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, ”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  19,  1956 

GROUNDS  FOR  CHRISTIAN  ASSURANCE 

READ  3rd  and  4th  CHAPTERS  OF  I  JOHN 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  This  is  the  victory  that 
overcomes  the  world,  our  faith.  (I  John  5:4) 


This  week  we  are  studying  the 
fourth  of  a  series  of  seven  lessons 
under  the  general  subject,  “Living 
Our  Faith.”  The  first  lesson  of  this 
series  taught  that  we  should  live  our 
faith  through  the  way  we  suffer  as 
Christians.  The  second  of  the  series 
discussed  “A  Call  to  Christian  Liv¬ 
ing”  as  a  way  of  “Living  our  Faith." 
Last  week  we  studied  “The  Way  of 
Christian  Fellowship”  as  another 
way  of  “Living  Our  Faith.”  The 
lesson  subject  for  this  week  is 
“Grounds  of  Christian  Assurance.” 
A  sense  of  assurance,  of  course, 
would  be  very  helpful  in  any  plan 
to  live  our  faith. 

In  studying  any  lesson  taken  from 
I  John,  it,  is  important  to  keep  in 
mind  the  circumstances  which 
caused  John  to  write  this  letter  to 
the  churches.  Last  week,  under  the 
heading  “Gnostics  in  the  Church” 
we  discussed  reasons  which  make 
it  almost  certain  that  John  was  writ¬ 
ing  to  offset  the  disturbances  caused 
by  the  false  teaching  of  Gnostics 
who  had  joined  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment.  We  suggest  a  re-reading  of 
that  section  in  last  week’s  lesson  dis¬ 
cussion  in  order  to  have  well  in  our 
minds  the  reasons  for  John  having 
written  such  a  letter  as  is  found  in 
I  John. 

The  Gnostics  denied  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  the  incarnation  and  taught 
that  Christ  did  not  come  in  the 
flesh.  In  their  teaching  the  Gnos¬ 
tics  were  quite  dogmatic.  Such 
might  be  expected  since  the  very 
word  Gnostic  meant  “To  Kjiow.” 
Because  of  his  personal,  intimate 
knowledge  and  relationship  with 
Christ,  John  felt  that  he  was  really 
in  a  position  “to  know”  about  Christ. 
This  whole  letter  is  largely  a  declar¬ 
ation  of  faith  in  Christ  and  the 
incarnation  and  is  based  on  his  own 
personal  relationship  and  knowledge 
of  Christ  as  he  had  lived  with  Him 
for  three  years.  Using  the  editorial 
“we”  to  refer  to  himself,  John,  be¬ 
cause  of  this  personal  experience, 
declares  twelve  times  in  this  short 
letter,  “We  know.”  By  this  repeated 
use  of  “We  know”  in  this  letter, 
John  is  “fighting  fire  with  fire.” 
While  the  Gnostic  professed  “To 
know”  as  a  result  of  philosophic 
speculations,  John  meets  that  teach¬ 
ing  with  a  personal  testimony  to 
facts  which  he  knew  to  be  real.  We 
can  understand  the  pointed  lang¬ 
uage  which  John  “the  apostle  of 
love”  used  in  this  letter,  which  at 
times  included  name-calling,  only  if 
we  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  he 
was  irritated,  almost  to  the  break¬ 
ing  point,  by  those  who,  with  false 
teachings  about  Christ,  had  created 
confusion  and  uncertainty  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  His  followers. 

"Hereby  We  Know" 

The  opening  verse  of  this  week’s 
lesson  has  as  its  first  clause  a  state¬ 
ment  of  assurance  which  John  made 
synonymous  with  knowledge.  This 
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knowledge  that  they  were  sons  of 
God,  John  says,  is  based  on\the 
character  of  life  the  Christians  were 
living.  We  get  the  reason  for  this 
conclusion,  “Hereby  we  know,”  if 
we  read  the  verses  just  preceding 
the  lesson  text.  John  says  that  Chris¬ 
tians  know  that  they  “Have  passed 
from  death  unto  life  because  they 
love  the  brethren.”  John  says  that 
to  profess  to  be  a  Christian  without 
love  for  people  is  evidence  that  our 
profession  is  false. 

The  Gnostics  professed  to  live  on 
a  very  high  plane  of  life  yet  they 
were  not  interested  in  people  in 
need.  John  says,  verse  17,  “Whoso 
hath  this  world’s  goods  and  seeth 
his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth 
up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from 
him;  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God 
in  him?”  In  I  John  4:8  the  writer 
says  “He  that  loveth  not  knoweth 
not  God;  for  God  is  love.”  To  pro¬ 
fess  to  know  and  love  God  and  not 
love  people  was  an  inconsistency 
John  could  not  overlook. 

May  We  Trust  Our  Conscience? 

John  says,  verse  21,  “Beloved,  if 
our  hearts  do  not  condemn  us,  we 
have  confidence  before  God.”  >  Per¬ 
haps  this  statement  would  be  more 
meaningful  if  we  substitute  con¬ 
science  for  the  word  heart. 

We  raise  the  question,  “May  we 
trust  our  conscience?”  It  is  our 
feeling  that  a  sensitive,  informed 
conscience  may  be  trusted.  The  fact 
of  the^  business  is  that  any  person 
would  find  himself  in  mental  and 
spiritual  confusion  if  he  were  to 
doubt  the  promptings  of  his  con¬ 
science,  whatever  those  promptings 
might  be. 

However,  we  believe  that  certain 
conditions  must  of  necessity  exist 
before  we  can  trust  conscience  as 
a  safe  guide.  In  the  first  place  we 
must  be  informed  regarding  a  mat¬ 
ter  •  before  our  conscience  has  a 
proper  basis  for  its  promptings.  The 
conscience  of  some  uninformed  peo¬ 
ple  has  led  them  to  do  some  very 
questionable  things  in  the  name  of 
religion.  We  are  told  that  mothers 
in  India  have  thrown  their  babies 
to  crocodiles  in  the  Ganges  River  in 
an  effort  to  appease  or  please  their 
gods.  Conscience  prompted  “witch 
burning”  in  enlightened  America  in 
its  early  history.  An  uninformed 
conscience  is  not  a  safe  guide.  We 
believe,  also,  that  we  are  responsible 
before  God  not  only  for  what  we 
know  about  right  and  wrong,  but 
also  for  what  we  rpay  know  and 
by  our  own  wilful  neglect  have  fail¬ 
ed  to  learn. 

In  the  second  place  an  informed 
conscience  may  be  so  abused  that 
it  is  no  longer  a  safe  guide.  When 
the  warnings  or  promptings  of  con¬ 
science  are  unheeded  or  neglected, 
conscience  may  cease  to  warn  or 
counsel.  Conscience  must  be  kept 
sensitive  if  it  is  to  be  a  safe  guide. 
In  order  to  keep  conscience  sensitive, 


we  must  be  responsive  to  its  direc¬ 
tions  and  suggestions. 

What  Gives  Us  Assurance 
Religiously? 

Our  lesson  subject  this  week  is, 
“Grounds  of  Christian  Assurance,” 
which  is  another  way  of  saying, 
“Reasons  for  Christian  Assurance.” 
Throughout  the  world  today  there 
is  a  constant  and  at  times  almost 
a  fanatical  search  for  something  that 
will  bring  to  people  of  the  world 
a  sense  of  security  and  assurance. 
The  perilous  conditions  under  which 
Christian  people  of  the  early  church 
lived  led  them,  also,  to  seek  some 
assurance  that  the  fight  they  were 
making  had  possibilities  of  final 
victory.  It  was  to  give  such  assur¬ 
ance  and  guidance  to  these  hard- 
pressed  Christians  that  John,  Paul 
and  other  New  Testament  writers 
sent  their  me'ssages  to  individuals 
and  to  the  churches.  What  are  some 
of  the  meanS  by  which  we  are  assur¬ 
ed  that  the  Christian  way  of  life  is 
the  only  way  with  real  hope  and 
promise?  We  mention  a  few: 

(1)  Our  memory  verse  for  this 
week  states  one  reason  for  Christian 
people  to  be  assured  that  victory  in 
the  Christian  life  is  possible.  It 
reads,  “This  is  the  victory  that  over¬ 
comes  the  world,  our  faith.”  Again 
and  again,  in  the  lives  of  early 
Christians,  faith  did  make  them  vic¬ 
torious  in  the  face  of  the  worst  the 
world  could  do  to  them.  They  learn¬ 
ed,  what  Jesus  meant  when  he  said, 
“Fear  not  them  which  kill  the  body, 
but  are  not  able  to  kill  the  soul.” 
Persecution  only  strengthened  the 
faith  of  many  and  enabled  them, 
amidst  terrible  persecution,  to  give 
a  witness  of  the  saving  grace  of 
God  that  often  caused  their  perse¬ 
cutors  to  be  converted  to  Christian¬ 
ity.  While  being  stoned  or  burned 
at  stakes  they  sang,  prayed  or  gave 
testimony.  To  prevent  this  we  are 
told  that  their  persecutors,  at  times, 
cut  their  tongues  out  so  they  could 
not  speak.  Even  so,  the  manner  in 
which  they  died  gave  evidence  of 
the  conscious  victory  that  was  theirs 
through  faith  in  God.  Faith  for  them 
was  truly  the  victory  that  overcame 
the  world. 

(2)  Another  reason*  for  the  sense 
of  Christian  assurance  and  securi¬ 
ty  which  early  Christians  felt  was 
the  strong,  positive  convictions  of 
their  leaders  that  the  life  they 
were  living  in  fellowship  with 
Christ  would  bring  them  off  vic¬ 
torious.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
make  a  study  of  the  number  of 
times  John  and  Paul  an$  other 
writers  of  the  New  Testament  said, 
“We  know,”  as  they  •  wrote  the 
various  books  of  this  portion  of  out* 
Bible.  Such  a  positive  certainty 
could  not  but  impress  others  and 
inspire  them  to  a  kindred  faith. 

For  Christian  living  today  we 
need  badly  the  undergirding  force 
of  positive  Christian  convictions 
concerning  the  value  of  righteous¬ 
ness.  These  convictions  should  so 
possess  us  that  we  too  would  pass 
on  from  the  realm  of  faith  to  the 
point  where  we,  also  could  say 
“we  know”  that  the  Christian  way 
of  life  is  worth  giving  our  lives  to 
and  even  worth  giving  our  lives 
for,  if  necessary. 

(3)  John  would  give  these  troub¬ 
led  Christians  a  new  assurance  by 
declaring,  in  verse  20  of  our  lesson 
that,  “God  .  .  .  knows  everything.” 
These  early  Christians  knew  that 
they  were  misunderstood,  mis¬ 
judged  and  mistreated  by  the  world 
in  which  they  lived.  It  must  have 
been  a  comfort  indeed  to  feel  that 
they  were  serving  a  God  that 


“knowjs  everything.”  God  would 
know  about  the  purity  of  their  m0. 
tives,  the  sincerity  of  their  love,  the 
sacrificial  cost  of  the  service  they 
rendered  and  the  sufferings  they 
endured  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 

It  is  a  source  of  strength  for  us 
today,  as  we  face  the  problems 
that  comfort  the  church  and  the 
difficulties  that  beset  us  as  indi¬ 
viduals,  to  believe  that  God  knows 
all  about  it  and  rejoices  with  us 
if  we  succeed  in  our  efforts  at 
kingdom  building  and  has  an  un¬ 
derstanding  heart  if  we  fail,  “For 
he  knoweth  our  frame;  he  remem- 
bereth  that  we  are  dust.”  It  is 
necessary  for  us  to  do  our  work 
at  times  under  trying  circum¬ 
stances;  we  face  opposition  more 
than  once  from  unexpected  places; 
we  work  sometimes  under  limita¬ 
tions  of  which  the  world  knows 
nothing.  It  is  a  source  of  great  en¬ 
couragement  to  feel,  through  i  t 
<all,  that  God  know's  everything 
and  that  in  heaven’s  balances  every 
act  of  life  will  be  weighed  in 
justice  and  righteousness.  It  is 
comforting  to  believe  that  God 

knows  everything  and  that  in  the 
testing  times  of  life  He  knows  our 
strength  and  will  undergird  us 
with  “His  everlasting  arms”  at 

every  point  of  weakness  if  our  lives 
are  dedicated  to  His  service.  j 

(4)  There  are  contrasting  state¬ 
ments  in  the  opening  clauses  of 

versese  5  and  6  in  our  lesson.  Verse 
5  opens  with  the  statement,  “They 
are  of  the  world.”  Verse  6  opens 
with  the  clause,  “We  are  of  God.” 
What  could  bring  greater  assur¬ 
ance,  comfort  and  courage  to  these 
struggling  Christians  than  the 

consciousness  that,  while  sinful 
enemies  are  of  the  world  and  will 
perish  with  the  world,  they  them¬ 
selves  were  aligned  with  the  God 
of  all  creation  and,  in  doing  His 
will,  were  in  harmony  with  His 
eternal  purposes? 

The  most  satisfying  experience  of 
any  life  today  is  to  feel  that  life 
has  been  brought  in  harmony  with 
the  eternal  scheme  of  things  and 
that  in  so  doing  we  have  joined 
our  weak  powers  with  a  Power 
divine  and  may  work  together  with 
God  in  building  life. 

(5)  la  verse  24,  John  gives 
another  reason  for  Christian  as¬ 
surance  when  he  says,  “We  know 
that  he  abideth  in  us  by  the  Spirit 
which  he  hath  given  us.”  Paul 
gave  us  this  same  truth,  worded  a 
little  differently,  whep  he  said, 
“The  Spirit  itself  bears  witness 
with  our  spirit  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God.” 

This  is  the  truth  re-discovered  in 
John  Wesley’s  time  which  became 
one  of  the  principle  doctrines  em¬ 
phasized  in  the  Wesleyan  revivals 

and  has  been  re-emphasized 

throughout  the  history  of  the 
Methodist  movement.  A  sense  of^ 
security  and  assurance  cannot  but 
settle  on  a  life  which  has  the 
“Witness  of  the  Spirit”  that  sins 
have  been  forgiven  and  that  we 
have  been  adopted  into  the  family 
of  God. 

Test  The  Spirits 

In  the  second  section  of  our  les¬ 
son  text  John  tells  us  to  “Test  the 
spirits  to  see  whether  they  are  of 
God.”  If  there  was  danger  of  con¬ 
fusion  religiously  in  John’s  day  the 
250  and  more  denominations  h1 
America  in  our  day  creates  a  con¬ 
dition  where  a  testing  of  spirits  and 
teachings  is  absolutely  necessary 
if  one  holds  a  balance  in  his  relig' 
ious  life. 
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ST.  LUKE'S,  LAKE  ^ 
CHARLES,  1st  1000 
CLUB  CALL 

St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  a  new  church  project  in 
the  southern  section  of  Lake 
Charles,  has  been  named  the  first 
1000  Club  project  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  the  1956-57  confer¬ 
ence  year,  according  to  a  statement 
this  week  by  Rev.  Luman  Douglas, 
New  Orleans,  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Missions,  and  chairman  of  the  Mis¬ 
sions  Board  Appropriations  com¬ 
mittee  which  has  the  responsibility 
for  designating  1000  Club  projects. 
The  1000  Club  is  a  church  extension 
program  launched  at  the  beginning 
of  the  1952-56  quadrennium  which 
makes  possible  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000  to  designated  church  pro¬ 
jects  through  contributions  of  $10 
each  by  1000  Louisiana  Methodists. 

Other  members  of  the  Appropria¬ 
tions  Committee  include  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones,  New  Orleans,  president  of 
the  Conference  Woman’s  Society, 
Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam,  Conference 
Lay  Leader,  and  Rev.  Karl  Tooke, 
Alexandria,  conference  Director  of 
Stewardship.  The  duration  of  the 
first-  call  and  the  number  of  1000 
Club  calls  for  the  conference  year 
is  being  determined  this  week  and 
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Ground-Breaking,  At 
Ingleside  Church 

Ground  was  broken  on  Sunday, 
July  29,  for  the  new  educational 
building  for  Ingleside  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The  cere-^ 
mony  was  held  as  part  of  the  8:30 
a.  m.  worship  service  with  the  final 
phase  being  held  outdoors  at  the 
site  of  the  new  building,  which  is 
being  erected  at  a  cost  of  $56,090. 

Guests  taking  part  in  the  cere¬ 
mony  were  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District;  John  F.  Wilson,  of 
the  “architectural  firm  of  Wilson 
and  Coleman  and  George  V.  Walk¬ 
er  of  the  Walker  Construction  Co. 
Floyd  Richards,  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  presided.  J. 
B.  Routh,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  ar¬ 
chitectural  Committee,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Pierson,-  president  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  /  of  Christian  Service,  and 
Glen  Olds,  chairman  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board,  made^  brief  statements. 
A  number  of  representative  people 
turned  a  spade  of  dirt. 

The  building  will  be  a  two  story 
structure  with  a  floor  space  of  4,664 
square  feet.  It  is  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  children  from 
Nursery  age  through  11  years  and 
■will  house  the  Nursery,  Kinder¬ 
garten,  Primary  and  J  Junior  De¬ 
partments  of  the  Church  School. 

This  is  the  first  of  three  units  to 
be  constructed  on  the  site.  Rev. 
W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


will  be  announced  in  the  next  is¬ 
sue  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

Rev.  Taylor  Wall,  Northside  Lake 
Charles  pastor,  is  working  with  the 
St.  Luke’s  congregation  in  Lake 
Charles,  and  formal  organization  of 
the  St.  Luke’s  congregation  is  ten¬ 
tatively  set  for  mid-September.  Rev. 
Sam  Nader,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  also  reports  that 
Johns  &  Neel,  Monroe  architectural 
firm,  has  been  retained  as  archi¬ 
tects  for  St.  Luke’s  first  building 
unit,  and  bids  are  now  being  con¬ 
sidered  for  its  building. 


One  of  the  many  planning  sessions  held  by  leaders  of  the  merging  churches.  (Staff  Photo) 

=  Plans  are  being  completed  for  the  complete  merger  of  the  congregations 

of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Canal  Street  Methodist  Church,. 
New  Orleans,  according  to  Dr.  N.  H.  Melbert,  and  Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie, 
pastors,  respectively,  of  these  churches.  Service  vrere  held  for  the  last 
time  in  the  First  Church  church  plant  on  last  Sunday  morning  when  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Church  and  Canal  Street  joined  together  for  the  service  of 
worship.  Joint  services  of  the  two  congregations  were  begun  on  Sunday 
evening  at  the  Canal  Street  sanctuary.  The  move  to  unite  the  two  churches 
was  begun  when  it  became  known  that  the  location  of  First  Church  was 
in  the  right  of  way  for  a  new  freeway  and  approach  to  the  new  bridge 
being  built  across  the  Mississippi  River  in  New  Orleans  and  the  location 
would  be  needed  for  the  improvement. 

The  two  congregations  voted  overwhelmingly  at  church  conferences 
Sunday  morning,  August  5,  for  a  resolution  which  called  for  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  merger,  according  to  the  two  pastors.  The  resolution  has  the  effect 
of  a  legal  enabling  act  permitting  the  merger  and  had  the  approval  and 

endorsement  of  conference  and  dis- 
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Wesley  Church,  DeRidder,  Buys  New  Lots 


The  Wesley  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder  has  purchased  three  ad¬ 
ditional  lots  to  make  its  property 
extend  a  fulr  block  fronting  o  n 
North  Texas  Street.  The  property 
runs  240  feet  on  McArthur  Street 
and  190  feet  on  Halsey  Street.  The 
lots  contain  a  two-bedroom  dwell¬ 
ing  and  an  army  barracks  building. 

Shown  in  the  picture  are  W.  O. 


Durham  presenting  the  deed  to  El¬ 
mer  Neely,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  Looking  on  are  Henry 
Smith,  board  member  and  Rev. 
Alvin  P:  Smith,  pastor. 

The  pastor  reports!  “DeRidder’s 
‘Friendly  Neighborhood  Church’  is 
getting  ready  to  meet  the  needs  of 
a  growing  community.” 


trict  leaders.  Regular  services  of  the 
merged  congregations  will  begin  on 
next  Sunday  at  the  Canal  Street 
Church  where  services  will  be  held 
until  a  new  church  plant  is  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  corner  of  Canal  Street 
and  Jefferson  Davis  Parkway,  which 
is  four  blocks  toward  the  business 
district  on  Canal  Street  from  the 
present  Canal  Street  Church.  The 
new  congregation  will  be  known 
as  the  First  Methodist  Church,  and 
Dr.  Melbert  will  be  the  pastor. 
The  legal  effective  date  of  the  mer¬ 
ger  has  been  set  for  September  1. 
Dr.  Melbert  has  announced  that 
beginning  next  Sunday  two  identi¬ 
cal  services  of  worship  will  be  each 
Sunday  morning,  at  8:00  and  10:55. 

Dr.  Melbert  pointed  out  that  the 
new  building  program  is  expected 
to  cost  approximately  $1,000,000  in¬ 
cluding  real  estate  which  will  cost 
well  over  $300,000.  Combined  assets 
of  the  two  congregations  include 
a  settlement  of  $606,685  which  the 
First  Church  congregation  is  re¬ 
ceiving  from  the  State  of  Louisiana 
for  its  property.  The  Canal  Street 
Church  property  will  be  sold  at  a 
later  date  and  the  proceeds  applied 
to  the  new  building  program. 

The  combined  membership  of  the 
new  congregation  is  expected  to  be 
between  1450  and  1500  with  a 
Church  School  enrollment  of  ap¬ 
proximately  400. 
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REV.  KIRBY  VINING  will  b&  the  guest 
preacher  for  a  Youth  Led  revival  at  Farmer- 
ville  to  be  held  August  19-24.  Stein  Baughman 
will  serve  as  youth  pastor. 

REV.  RAY  BRANTON,  acting  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Tulane-Newcomb 
College,  was  the  speaker  at  the  vespef  service 
of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Sunday,  August  5. 

EV.  W.  H.  GILES,  pastor  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist/  Church,  Boga- 
lusa,  spoke  at  the  meeting  of  the  Bogalusa  Ki- 
wanis  Club  on  Thursday  evening,  July  26.  He 
used  as  his  subject  the  Kiwanis  International 
motto,  “We  Build.” 

R.  BEN  OLIPHINT,  pastor  af  the  St.  Paul’s 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  is  the  preacher 
in  evangelistic  services  at  the  McGuire  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  Augttst  12-19.  Rev.  Art 
Baker  of  St.  Joseph,  is  leading  the  singing.  Rev. 
Ira  A.  Love  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JIMMIE  J.  CARAWAY,  pastor  of  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  and  his  family  left  Tuesday,  August  7, 
for  a  two  weeks’  vacation  in  Florida.  Brother 
Caraway  will  return  for  the  services  Sunday, 
August  19. 

EV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  preached  at  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  at  the 
evening  service  on  Sunday,  August  5,  Rev. 
Douglas  McGuire,  pastor.  On*  Sunday  morning, 
August  12,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  preached  at  the 
Belcher  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  James  L.  Beas¬ 
ley,  pastor. 

GEORGE  KREAMER  of  Lake  Charles  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  as  Minister  of  Music  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  Mr. 
Kreamer  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Musical 
College  and  has  done  graduate  work  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago.  He  Jias  been  serving  as  or¬ 
ganist  and  choir  director  for  the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd. 

WENTY-FOUR  YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Bunkie,  received  credit  for  the  course,  “A  Study 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,”  which  was 
taught  at  the  church  by  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Live  Oak  Methodist  Church, 
Watson,  during  the  third  annual  Youth  Activities 
Week  of  the  BunRie  Church. 

JOHN  A.  PRITCHETT,  JR.,  assistant  professor 
of  sociology  at  Northeast  Louisiana  State 
College,  was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe  on  Friday  evening,  July  27.  Mr.  Pritchett 
spoke  on  the  responsibility  of  the  church  in  the 
conservation  of  family  values  in  a  changing 
world. 

RS.  W.  W.  PAXTON  of' Lake  Charles,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  prayer  meeting  - 
service  of  the  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  Wednesday  evening,  . 
August  15.  Mrs.  Paxton  is  the  Conference  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Spiritual  Life  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  She  served  as  a  missionary  • 
to  Cuba  for  nine  years  and  has '  done  Latin 
American  work  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

EV.  GEORGE  HARBUCK,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  speaker  for  the  YMCA  Bible  Luncheon 
Club  which  met  on  Friday,  August  3.  The  class 
is  studying  a  series  of  lessons  from  the  Inter¬ 


national  Sunday  School  Lessons  on  Christianity 
and  problems  of  the  present  day.  Following  the 
lesson  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harbuck  addressed  the  class, 
which  is  made  up  of  Sunday  School  teachers, 
on  “A  Call  to  Christian  Living.” 

HARLES  COLE,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Cole  of  Marshall,  Texas,  has  been  awarded 
the  Reginald  H.  Hargrove  Memorial  Scholarship 
to  Centenary  College  for  the  1956-57  school  year. 
Young  Cole  has  been  serving  as  assistant  organ¬ 
ist  at  Summit  Methodist  Church.  He  will  enter 
Centenary  as  a  freshman  in  the  fall  and  plans  to 
study  organ  vender  William  Teague.  The  scholar¬ 
ship,  which  is  renewable,  provides  full  tuition 
and  fees  for  one  year. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  lost  about  one-half  of 
its  Spanish-speaking  population  last  week 
when  15. students  from  the  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nological  and  High  School  Studies,  Monterrey, 
Mexico,  left  for  home.  Prof.  Gustavo  Perez,  who 
had  been  with  the  group  on  the  local  campus, 
accompanied  th'e  students  back  to  Mexico.  All 
had  been  at  Centenary  since  July  1  to  study 
English  under  supervision  of  Dr.  Ralph  White, 
coordinator  of  Centenary’s  exchange  program 
with  Monterrey  Tech. 

GUEST  PREACHERS  at  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie  on 
Sunday,  August  12,  were  Rev.  John  G.  Snelling, 
local  Methodist  minister,  at  the  10:50  a.m.  service 
and  Rev.  Carl  Lipe,  pastor  of  the  Evergreen 
Methodist  Church,  at  the  7:30  p.m.  hour.  Music 
was  brought  by  the  Adult  Choir,  Mrs.  Warren 
L.  Constant,  director,  at  the  morning  service. 
Mrs.  A.  B.  McGee  was  at  the  organ  .  The  Chancel 
Choir  sang  at  the  evening  service  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Constant. 

MISS  BEVERLY  NORMAN,  daughter  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  D.  D.  Norman  of  Bossier  City,  has 
been  awarded  a  $300  Harman  Memorial  .Scholar¬ 
ship  to  Centenary  College  for  the  1956-57  school 
year.  Miss  Norman  ruled  as  “Miss  Holiday  in 
Dixie”  at  the  annual  spring  festival  held  this 
year  in  Shreveport.  A  $200  scholarship  from  the 
fund  has  been  granted  to  Charles  Hower  of  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas.  The  scholarships  are  provided 
by  a  $10,000  fund  established , by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Har¬ 
man  of  Shreveport  in  memory  of  her  late  hus¬ 
band.  Accrued  interest  from  the  invested  sum 
is  used  to  finance  the  scholarships. 

OBERT  HUDSQN  was  elected  president  of 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  which  was  or¬ 
ganized  at  the  Pearl  River  Methodist  Church  on 
Tuesday  evening,  June  26.  Guest  speaker  for 
the  evening  was  M.  Gilbert  Andry,  Jr.,  of  the 
Carrollton  Mgthodjst  Church,  New  Orleans.  Also 
helping  to  organize  the  club  were  Finley  Em- 
bree,  president  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  Slidell  and 
L.  Talley,  secretary.  Other  officers  elected  were: 
O.  D.  Dean,  first  vice-president’  Joe  Todd,  sec¬ 
ond  vice-president;  John  Lewis,  third  vice-pres¬ 
ident;  Bailey  Hodges,  secretary;  Rudolph  Penton, 
treasurer,  and  Jimmy  Bond,  reporter.  Rev.  Frank 
C.  Lankford  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

EV.  ART  BAKER,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  St.  Joseph,  was  the  preacher  for 
Youth  Activities  Week  ajt  the  Tallulah  Methodist 
Church  last  week.  The  week  began  on  Monday 
night  with  a  visitation  program,  followed  by  a 
fellowship  hour  at#the  church.  Tuesday  night  a 
youth  supper  was  held  in  fellowship  hall.  On 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  nights  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  by  the  young  people  of  the  church 
for  the  entire  church  membership,  fallowing 
the  services  each  evening  a  recreation  hour  was 
held.  On  Thursday  evening,  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson, 


of  Winnsboro,  was  the  recreation  leader.  Rev. 
W.  F.  Mayo  is  pastor  of  the  Tallulah. 

OPENING  CEREMONIES  for  the  new  educa¬ 
tional  building  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Homer  were  held  on  Sunday  morning,  August 
5,  with  the  former' pastor,  Rev.  Luman  E.  Doug¬ 
las,  bringing  the  sermon.  The  new  building  has 
some  11,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $125,000.  The  furnishings, 
including  three  pianos,  bring  the  total  value  to 
$138,000,  according  to  report.  The  building  con¬ 
tains  a  pastor’s  study,  church  office,  chapel, 
parlor  and  class  and  assembly  rooms  for  children 
and  youth  from  birth  to  age  24.  Open  house  was 
held  that  afternoon  from  3:00  to  6:00  p.m.  Rev. 
Donald  M.  Risinger  is  the  present  pastor. 

THE  ORGANIZATION  of  a  new  Mathodist 
Church  for  the  New  Orleans  area  has  been 
announced  by  Rev.  Alfred  D.  St.  Amant,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  Second  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  who  will  serve  also  as  pastor  of  the 
new  congregation.  The  new  church,  according 
to  announcement,  will  be  situated  in  the  St. 
Claude  Heights  sub-division  and  will  be  known 
as  the  St.  Claude  Heights  Methodist  Church. 
Initial  services  were  held  on  Sunday,  July  29, 
in  the  new  St.  Claude  Heights  school  cafeteria. 
The  school  site  will  be  used  until  the  first  unit 
of  the  new  church  is  constructed.  Tentative  plans 
call  for  completion  of  the  first  unit  this  fall. 

BISHOP  MARTIN  ANNOUNCES 
APPOINTMENTS  IN  NORTH 
ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 

Three  appointments  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  were  announced  last  Thursday  by 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin. 

Dr.  James  W.  Workman,  chaplain  in  an  in¬ 
dustrial  plant  at  Lone  Star,  Texas,  will  become 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Beebe,  August 
15.  The  appointment  of  Rev.  George  E.  Stewart, 
pastor  at  Beebe,  as  associate  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  was  announced 
by  Bishop  Martin  last  week. 

Appointments  effective  September  1  are: 
Rev.  Dois  Kennedy  to  the  Rose  City  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Newell 
to  the  Methodist  Church  in  Judsonia.  Rev.  R.  A. 
Simpson,  now  Rose  City  pastor,,  will  become  a 
hospital  chaplain  in  Iowa,  and  the  Judsonia  ap¬ 
pointment  was  open  on  account  of  the  recent 
death  of  Rev.  HasCle  O.  West  in  an  automobile 
accident. 

DR.  JIM  POMERCY  TO  JOIN  STAFF 
OF  OREGON  HOSPITAL 

Dr.  Jim  Pomeroy,  who  has  been  on  the  staff 
of  the  Clara  Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly,.  India, 
will  join  the  staff  of  the  tubercular  institution  in 
The  Dalles,  Oregon,  as  thoracic  surgeon,  accord¬ 
ing  to  annouhcement. 

Dr.  Pomeroy  will  arrive  in  New  York  on 
August  21  and  will  go  to  New  Orleans  on  August 
25.  Members  of  the  family  will  meet  him  in 
New  Orleans  and  from  there  they  will  go  to 
Lake  Arthur  where  they  l*ave  a  summer  cottage 
for  a  family  reunion.  On  Sunday  evening, 
August  26,  Dr.  Pomeroy  will  speak  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Jennings.  A  number  of 
churches  will  dismiss  the  evening  service  in 
order  to  hear  him  in  the  7:30  p.m.  service.  All  of 
the  people  in  that  area  are  invited  to  hear  him 
as  there  are  a  number  of  people  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  work  of  the  hospital  in  India. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  Dr.  Pomeroy  will 
speak  at  the  morning  service  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Monroe  where  his  brother,  Dr. 
George  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor.  He  will  leave  the 
following  afternoon  for  his  work  in  Oregon. 

Many  Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana  have 
contributed  to  the  support  of  the  work  in  India. 
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THE  CUP  OF  FURY 

THIS  is  the  title  of  the  most  startling  book 
that  I  have  read  in  a  long  time.  It  is 
written  by  the  well-known  novelist  and 
self-styled  reformer,  Upton  Sinclair.  You'- 
can  find  a  lot  of  books  which  will  be  much  more 
enjoyable  reading,  and  a  few  that  will  be 
more  depressing.  But  it  probably  will  be  the 
first  time  you  have  read  a  book  by  a  non-re¬ 
ligious  man  on  the  subject  of  the  evils  of  liquor. 

The  power  of  his  words  is  brought  to  the 
reader  when  he  sees  the  names  of  many  of  the 
truly  great  in  literature  and  the  theater.  Here 
you  see  stories  about  such  people  as  Edpa  St. 
Vincent  Millay;  Isadora  Duncan;  Jack  London; 
John  Barrymore;  F.  Scott  Fitzgerald;  Henry 
L.  Mencken;  Theodore  Dreiser;  O.  Henry;  Sin¬ 
clair  Lewis;  and  many  others  whose  names  are 
familiar  to  anyone  who  knows  much  about  con¬ 
temporary  literature.  But  the  power  of  the 
author’s  words  mounts  in  a  moving  crescendo 
as  he  tells  of  friend  after  friend  who  sought 
“fun”,  friendship,  and  mental  ease,  using  the 
custom  of  social  drinking  as  a  medium. 

The  great  tragedy  of  every  one  of  these 
brilliant  people  was  that  they  came  to  be  hope¬ 
less  and  defeated  victims  of  alcohol.  Because  it 
was  liquor  that  struck  them  off  in  their  pro¬ 
ductive  years  as  a  young  marksman  shoots  mov¬ 
ing  ducks  at  a  booth  in  a  county  fair.  Every 
person,  without  an  exception,  began  a  brilliant 
career  in  his  or  her  chosen  field,  but  everyone 
of  them  died  by  his  or  her  own  hand.  The  hand 
did  not  always  hold  a  gun.  It  sometimes  held  a 
dose  of  poison.  More  often  than  anything  else, 
the  hand  held  a  glass  of  “harmless”  liquor  which 
the  victim  had  said  many  times  before  was 
merely  something  to  “pep  him  up”  or  to  help 
him  or  her  to  “get  into  the  mood.” 

This  is  not  a  review  of  the  book.  It  isn’t 
even  a  suggestion  to  buy  it,  unless  you  have 
questions  in  your  mind  about  the  harm  of  social 
drinking.  But  if  recurring  stories  of  frustration, 
poverty,  heartbreak,  are  bad  for  you,  then 


Editorial 

Should  c54  (Christian 
Interested  In  Politics ? 

WE  have  just  been  through  some  political 
campaigns  to  select  Democratic  nomi¬ 
nees  for  the  general  election  this  fall. 
Within  a  comparatively  short  time 
both  major  parties  will  have  nominated  candi¬ 
dates  for  President  of  the  United  States.  All  of 
these  preliminary  political  activities  will  reach 
their  climax  this  fall  in  the  general  election. 

In  the  caption  of  this  article  we  raise  the 
question,  “Should  a  Christian  Be  Interested  In 
Politics?”  We  raise  this  question  because  we 
have  frequently  heard  good  people  say  politics  is 
so  “dirty”  that  they  have  decided  to  have  noth¬ 
ing  more  to  do  with  it.  Remarks  like  that  are 
usually  the  result  of  a  lack  of  understanding  of 
what  politics  really  is.  Webster,  in  his  first  def¬ 
inition  of  politics  tells  us,  “Politics  is  the  science 
and  art  of  government.”  With  that  definition  of 
politics,  we  would  say,  without  hesitatibn,  that 
every  Christian  should  be  very  definitely  inter¬ 
ested  in  politics  because  every  Christian  should 
be  quite  interested  in  the  science  and  art  of 
government. 

•  Webster  gives  us  another  definition  of  poli¬ 
tics,  which  he  says  is  politics  “in  a  bad  sense.” 
In  that  secondary  definition  he  says  that  politics 
is  “dishonest  management  to  secure  the  success 
of  political  candidates  or  parties.”  It  is  politics 
“in  a  bad  sense”  that  so  disgusts  some  good 
people  that  they  seem  to  be  ready  to  disfran¬ 
chise  themselves  as  citizens  and  turn  the  “science 
and  art  of  government”  over  to  people  who  are 
time-serving  opportunists  in  politics,  or  worse. 

No  good'  citizen  should  lose  his  interest  in 
good  government  because  there  are  some  who 
are  unworthy  of  leadership  seeking  office. 
Rather  than  being  a  reason  for  our  failing  to 
be  interested  in  politics,  unless  we  are  willing 
to  surrender  our  government  into  the  hands 
of  such  people,  this  should  be  a  reason  for  all 
good  citizens  to  inform  themselves  about  candi¬ 
dates  and  policies  and  issues  and  vote  for  what 


don’t  read  it.  The  thought  that  gives  me  a  sick 
feeling  about  it  is  that  so  few  people  who  call 
themselves  Christians  have  the  willingness  to 
take  such  a*  stand  as  this  hard-bitten  writer, 
Sinclair,  has  done.  As  long  as  a  large  percentage 
of  Methodists  condone  and  indulge  in  social 
drinking,  we  cannot  look  for  a  sober  nation. 


they  believe  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  gov¬ 
ernment.  A  deep  interest  in  government  by  good 
citizens,  that  leads  to  an  expression  of  interests 
at  the  polls,  is  the  real  hope  of  eliminating  poli¬ 
tics  “in  a  bad  sense”  and  elevating  politics  to 
a  point  where  it  will  fit  its  finest  definition 
“The.  science  and  art  of  government.” 

c&he  SU?Z  Crisis 

PERHAPS  not  since  World  War  II  has  a 
situation  developed  that  has  all  the  mak¬ 
ings  of  a  first  class  international  crisis  as 
that  which  is  rapidly  pointing  up  in  Egypt 
over  the  Suez  Canal  question.  Korea  could  be 
a  sideshow  compared  to  the  main  attraction  if 
matters  in  Egypt  were  let  to  get  completely  out 
of  hand.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  there  will 
obviously  have  to  be  some  compromising  on 
both  sides  if  anything  short  of  the  use  of  armed 
force  settles  the  question,  and  it  is  questionable 
if  such  means  ever  really  settles  issues  anymore. 

The  Korean  conflict,  seen  from  the  vantage 
point  of  history,  marked  the  stopping  of  an 
advancing  Communistic  front  in  the  Far  East. 
While  ultimately  a  great  deal  was  at  stake, 
there  was  actually  little  that  had  an  immediate 
and  adverse  effect  on  members  of  the  Western 
group  of  nations  which  resisted,  through  the 
United  Nations,  the  Communistic  agressions.  Eco¬ 
nomic  factors  did  not  play  a  large  part  in  that 
struggle. 

The  seizure  of  the  Suez  Canal  Company  by 
the  Egyptian  Govei^iment  is  a  much  different 
story,  and  hence  will  be  more  difficult  to  han¬ 
dle.  The  economic  life  of  several  European  na¬ 
tions,  and  to  some  extent  our  own,  is  involved  in 
the  crisis.  No  doubt,  the  factor  of  British  co¬ 
lonialism  together  with  the  present  assertion  of 
Egyptian  leaders  of  their  determination  to  work 
out  their  own  destiny,  figures  in  any  analysis  of 
the  problem.  There  are  those  who  believe  that 
back  behind  it  all  there  are  other  influences 
at  work  which  are  seeking  to  drive  a  wedge 
between  members  of  the  Western  group  of  na¬ 
tions  through  such  a  crisis.  Furthermore,  others 
point  out  that  the  Suez  matter  is  only  a  further 
eruption  in  the  dissolution  of  the  British  Empire, 
which  has  been  breaking  up  now  for  a  period 
of  several  years. 

Our  own  affairs  are  not  as  far  removed  as 
the  distance  might  have  7  one  think.  Certainly, 
this  is  a  problem  wrhich  should  be  analyzed  in 
the  full  -brightness  of  discussion  at  the  United 
Nations,  and  every  effort  made  to  use  the 
machinery  of  this  organization  to  settle  the 
dispute.  .The  UN  was  made  for  such  an  hour 
as  this. 


A  Life  For  Living 


Bt  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  FULL  LIFE 

t  . 


One  characteristic  of  greatness  is  that  it  never  feels  finished.  When 
the  writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  leads  his  readers  through  Israel’s 
Hall  of  Fame  in  that  immortal  eleventh  chapter,  he  stops  before  Abra¬ 
ham.  Jacob.  Joseph,  Moses,  David  and  others  to  point  out  their  glorious 
achievements,  but  through  the  account  runs  the  re- 
h*Y  WMi  frain,  “These  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  received 

PI  -  ill!  Note  first  this  fact,  they  “received  not  the  promi- 

ifls  fPflg  ses.”  So  far  as  this  earth  can  see,  even  the  best  life 

filfc  "jfyt  jm  Charles  Evan's  Hughes,  the  late  Chief  Justice, 

.Jp  paid  a  tribute  to  the  late  Justice  Oliver  Wendell 

Blit.-  Holmes  when  the  latter  finished  his  ninetieth  year, 

WfmL  ricli  in  honors,  ripened  in  powers,  still  in  possession  of 

^  BSj  life’s  enjoyments.  At  that  time  Chief  Justice  Hughgs 

said  0f  Justice  Holmes  that  he  had  attained  “the  most 
beautiful  and  rarest  thing  in  th^  world  ...  a  complete  life.” 

Yet  with  all  the  seeming  completeness  of  such  a  well-rounded  life, 
Justice  Holmes  wrote  a  letter  at  that  very  time  saying,  “Life  seems  to 
me  like  a  Japanese  picture  which  our  imagination  does  not  allow  to  end 
with  the  margin.  We  aim  at  the  Infinite  and  when  our  arrow  falls  to 
earth  it  is  in  flames.”  Thus  even  at  ninety,  with  -  seemingly  about  all  the 
honors  and  blessings  that  earth  could  shower  upon  him,  the  “Yankee 
from  Olympus”  still  felt  there  were  heights  not  yet  climbed.  7 

We  are  covered  with  hungers  which  earth  cannot  satisfy.  We  cannot 
be  completely  self-contained  in  this  world.  If  we  use  our  lives  as  con¬ 
tainers  and  pour  into  them  the  richest  treasures  of  earth,  we  are  likely 
to  get  “fed  up,”  but  that  does  not  mean  that  we  are  satisfied.  The  lad 
looking  in  the  confectioner’s  window  may  think  that  if  he  could  just  have 
all  the  candy  he  wanted,  he  would  be  content.  But  even  a  boy’s  stomach 
has  a  limit  to  its  capacity,  and  if  he  greedily  keeps  on  eating  candy,  the 
result  is  hardly  to  be  called  contentment.  Our  physical  senses  cannot  give 


us  the  full  life. 


Nor  does  the  mere  acquiring  of  information  assure  peace  of  mind. 
If  it  did,  then  it  wo^ild  follow  that  the  most  learned  are  the  most  con¬ 
tent,  but  they  are  not.  They  are  not,  because  the  knowledge  of  earthly 
facts  does  not  give  the  fullness  which  the  heart  craves. 

What  conclusion  shall  we  draw  from  this  incompleteness,  this  fact 
that  even  our  most  joyful  moments  are  not  without  pain?  Shall  we  let 
it  leave  us  disillusioned  and  disappointed,  sa;  mg  with  Vicki  Baum  in  her 
story  “Grand  Hotel”:  “The  real  thing  is  always  going  on  somewhere  else. 
When  you  are  young,  you  think  it  will  come  later.  Later  on,  you  think  it 
was  earlier.  When  you  are  here,  you  think  it  was  there.  But  when  you 
get  there,  you  find  that  life  has  doubled  back  and  is  quietly  w’aiting  here, 
here  in  the  very  place  you  ran  away  from.  It  is  the  same  with  life  as  it  is 
with  the  butterfly  and  the  swallowtail.  As  you  see  it  flying  away,  it  is 
wonderful.  But  as  soon  as  it  is  caught,  the  colors  are  gone  and  the  wings 
bashed.” 

Is  this  earth  just  a  sort  of  Grand  Hotel,  through  whose  revolving  doors 
we  restlessly  rush  in  and  out,  seeking  those  butterfly  satisfaction  which 
seem  ever  to  elude  us?  No,  it  is  more.  Note  how  the  Epistle  to  Hebrews 
closes  the  chapter  on  the  great  heroes  of  the  faith:  “And  these  all,  having 
obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  received  not  the  promise,  God  hav¬ 
ing  provided  some  better  thing  for  us,  that  they  without  us  should  not 
be  made  perfect.”  No  life,  however  great,  is  ever  fulfilled  in  its  own  gen¬ 
eration.  Our  lives  are  links  between  those  who  went  before  and  those  who 
conje  after. 

A  good  son  feels  that  he  must  carry  on  the  life  of  his  parents.  Or  I 
think  of  a  mother  who  wanted  to  be  an  actress.  Her  only  stage  has  been 
her  home,  ty»t  ^she  is  projecting  her  dreams  into  her  ambitions  for  her 
daughter. 

You  see,  life  is  a  relay  race.  Each  of  us  in  his  own  generation  re¬ 
ceives  the  baton  from  the  runner  ahead,  runs  his  course  and  then  passes 
on  the  baton  to  the  runner  who  follows  him.  At  the  Olympics  in  Lon¬ 
don  a  few  year's  ago,  the  French  relay  team  was  running  well  until  the 
third  runner  somehow  fumbled  and  dropped  the  baton.  It  happened  right 
in  front  of  my  seat.  Tbe  poor  fellow  was  brokenhearted.  He  had  not  only 
failed  at  his  turn  but  he  had  fuined  the  work  of  the  two  runners  ahead 
of  him  and  the  fourth  member  of  the  team  who  was  to  follow  him. 

No  one  finishes  his  life  by  himself.  No  one  fulfills  his  life  by  himself. 
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National  Council  Labor  Day  Message 
Stresses  Job  Security 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (NC)  —  Efforts  to  provide  greater  job  security  for 
security  for  workers  through  stabilization  of  production  schedules  and 
industry  training  programs  have  been  commended  bjs  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

In  its  47th  annual  Labor  Day  Message  issued  today,  the  nation’s  largest 
religious  organization  urges  support  of  these  and  similar  steps  as  a  means 
of  insuring  more  equitable  distribution  of  U.  S.  economic  abundance  and 
reducing  the  threat  of  unemployment. 

The  message  was  released  by  the  30  member-commission  Council  for 
use  in  connection  with  holiday  worship  observances  in  the  nation’s  144,000 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  Churches.  Its  title  is  “The  Worker’s 
Quest  for  Security.” 

The  message  warns  that  the  in-  -  ■ 

equitable  distribution  of  the  nation’s 
wealth  in  some  sections  is  creating 
serious  problems  which  may  have 
“serious  consequences.” 

Despite  a  higher  level  of  employ¬ 
ment  and  the  general  prosperity, 
unemployment  is  still  a  threat  in 
many  communities,  it  says,  and 
“there  still  hangs  over  many  of  us 
the  haunting  memory  of  depression, 
bread  lines  and  poverty.” 

It  cautions  that  advancing  tech¬ 
nological  developments  may  them¬ 
selves  result  in  unemployment.  , 

“Even  now  there  are  many  de¬ 
pressed  areas.  And,  as  our  ad¬ 
vancing  technology  shifts  and  for  a 
time  may  displace  workers,  we  may 
expect  other  pockets  of  unemploy¬ 
ments  We  hope  that  such  workers 
will  be  only  temporarily  dislocated, 
and  we  recognize  that  in  the  long 
run  technological  change  has  ere-  ■ 
ated  more  and  better  jobs;  but  this 
is  small  comfort  to  the  worker  out 
of  a  job.” 

It  adds,  “The  issue  of  income  se-  , 
curity  is  paramount  to  many  work¬ 
ers.  This  concern,  tied  as  it  is  to 
realities  of  family  support  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  not  only  understand¬ 
able  but  laudable.” 

The  statement  cites  unemploy¬ 
ment  compensation  now  provided  in 
all  states  and  territories,  and  pro¬ 
grams  to  supplement  unemployment 
insurance  by  private  agreements 
between  labor  and  managements 
and  provide  for  the  transfer  of  an 
employee’s  accumulated  pension 
benefits,  when  he  changes  jobs. 

“The  advantages  and  disadvan¬ 
tages  and  the  effect  on  our  economy 
of  such  proposals  involve  both  eco¬ 
nomic  and  moral  issues,”  it  de- 
'  dares.  “Christians  cannot  ignore 
them.” 

“The  spirit  of  exploration  and  ex¬ 
perimentation  has  been  a  notable 
characteristic  of  our  American 
tradition.  We  believe  this  same  spir¬ 
it  should  continue  to  prevail  as  we 
examine  the  merits  and  shortcom¬ 
ings  of  plans  to  provide  security  of 
income  to  wage  and  salary  earners 
on  a  year-round  basis.  The  best 
answer  will  probably  come  forth 
only  after  extensive  trial  and  error, 
where  men  of  good  will,  mindful  of 
moral  principles,  work  together  for 
the  good  of  all.” 

“It  is  the  task  of  the  church,”  it 
declares,  “in  an  economy  of  abun¬ 
dance,  as  in  an  economy  of  scarcity, 
to  uphold  those  ethical  principles 
and  Christian  values  that  can  be 
applied  even  to  complicated  eco¬ 
nomic  and  industrial  situations.  The 
margin  for  error  of  judgment  grows 
with  the  increasing  complexity  of 
our  world;  yet  the  responsibility, 
indeed  the  obligation,  of  the  Church 
to  study  these  situations  and  to 
speak  redemptively  about  them  re¬ 
mains  clear  and  certain.  The  Church 
regards  an  economy  of  increasing 
abundance  as  a  field  of  increasing 
opportunity  for  Christian  service.” 

The  statement  points  to  the 
(Continue d  on  page  7) 


Aid  Rushed  to  Greece 
Following  Earthquake 

Within  24  hours  after  a  disas¬ 
trous  earthquake  and  tidal  wave 
struck  the  Greek  Islands  in  the 
Aegean  Sea  on  July  9,  emergency 
relief  for  many  hundreds  injured 
and  left  homeless  and  destitute  was 
supplied  by  the  American  churches 
through  Church  World  Service. 

Supplies  valued  at  $65,000  and 
122,400  pounds  of  food  reached  the 
half-destroyed 'island  of  Thiro  for 
emergency  feeding  operations.  They 
included  U.S.  surplus  cheese  and 
other  dairy  products,  sugar,  cocoa, 
cottonsed  oil  and  soap,  and  a  car¬ 
load  of  corn  oil  collected  by  CWS- 
CROP  (Christian  Rural  Overseas 
Program.) 

As  soon  as  news  of  the  early 
morning  disaster  reached  Athens, 
Church  World  Service,  acting  for 
the  major  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
denominations,  also  sent  immedi¬ 
ately  240  bales  of  clothing  and  150 
bags  of  shoes  from  stocks  in  its 
Athens  warehouse.  At  the  request 
of  CWS  representatives  in  Athens, 
expenditures  of  $2,000  were  autho- 
ized  for  purchase  of  additional  re¬ 
lief  supplies  including  canned  milk 
(Continued  on  page  7) 


'  METHODISTS  TO 
SPONSOR  SCHOOL 
OF  INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE' 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  —  A  mil- 
lion-dollar  Protestant  center  for 
training  career  workers  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  foreign  service  will  be 
built  in  Washington  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

Dr.  Hurst  M.  Anderson,  president 
of  American  University  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  said  the  new  School  of  In¬ 
ternational  Service  will  be  located 
on  the  university  campus.  Ameri¬ 
can  University  is  a  Methodist  in¬ 
stitution  with  an  enrollment  of 
more  than  5,000  students. 

Here  to  address  a  Southwide 
Methodist  missionary  conference, 
Dr.  Anderson  said:  “America’s  new 
leadership  in  world  affairs  is  ac- 


English  Leader  And 
Billy  Graham  At 
Junaluska  Meet 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (MI)  — 
The  annual  Candler  Camp  Meeting, 
August  19-26,  at  '  the  Methodist 
Church's  southeastern  summer  as¬ 
sembly  here  will  feature  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham,  Dr.  William  E. 
Sangster  of  England,  and  Dr.  Frank 
C.  Laubach,  renowned  missionary- 
linguist. 

In  addition  to  twice-daily  preach¬ 
ing  services  in  the  main  auditorium 
the  “old  time”  camp  meeting  also 
will  include  seminars  on  evange- 
ism  *and  a  School  of  Prayer  for 
clergymen  and  laymen. 

Dr.  Graham  will  open  the  meet¬ 
ing  by  preaching  August  19  and  20, 
and  then  be  succeeded  by  Dr.  Sang¬ 
ster.  Dr.  Sangster  is  considered  by 


companied  by  responsibilities  for  many  churchmen  to  be  England’s 
i_  _ _ * _ mo  niitstnnr!inp»  evangelist.  He  is  a 


which  we  are  not  prepared,  and  we 
need  more  young  men  and  women 
m  government  posts  who  have  a 
Protestant  background  and  are 
trained  to  interpret  our  democracy*” 

He  pointed  out  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  school,  Georgetown  Uni¬ 
versity,  is  now  the  chief  training 
center  for  career  workers  in  di¬ 
plomacy  and  other  government 
foreign  service. 

Dr.  Anderson  emphasized  the 
need  “for  Protestants  to  take  the 
lead  in  restoring  Christian  princi¬ 
ples  in  our  government  and  cul¬ 
ture,”  and  warned  that  “if  we 
don’t,  the  influence  will  come  from 
an  authoritarian-type  church.” 

The  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Congerence,  top  policy  -  making 
body,  has  authorized  $1,000,000  to 
establish  the  school,  Dr.  Anderson 
said. 


outstanding1  evangelist.  He"  is  a 
close  friend  of  Dr.  Graham  and 
was  instrumental  in  getting  the  A- 
merican  evangelist  established  in 
his  first  mission  to  London. 

Dr.  Sangster  became  internation¬ 
ally  known  as  minister  of  West¬ 
minster  Central  Hall  in  London, 
one  of  the  city’s  largest  churches. 
He  is  a  past  president  of  the  British 
Methodist  Conference. 

Dr.  Laubach  will  preach  and  lead 
daily  discussion  groups  in  the 
School  of  Prayer.  As  a  specialist  in 
literacy,  he  has  assisted  churches 
and  governments  around  the  world 
in  campaigns  against  illiteracy  and 
has  prepared  literacy  charts  in 
more  than  160  languages.  He  is 
best  known  for  his  simple  system  of 
adult  instruction  for  illiterates, 
based  on  phonetics  and  picture- 
word-syllable  charts,  widely  used 
by  missionaries. 


"World  Outlook"  Will  Have  New  Look 


World  Outlook,  the  monthly  Methodist  missionary 
magazine,  is  planning  a  “new  look”  for  its  present 
and  potential  readers,  say  the  editors  —  16  more  pages, 
expanded  aad  speeded  up  news  coverage  and  a  new 
dimension,”  regular  editorial  comment. 

The  enlarged  magazine  with  its  new  features  will 
be  introduced  to  readers  with  the  October  issue,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  statement  released  by  the  editors,  Miss 
Dorothy  McConnell,  Dr.  Henry  S.  Sprinkle  and  Arthur 
J.  Moore,  Jr.  The  magazine  is  published  at  Board  of 
Missions  headquarters  in  New  York. 

In  their  statement  regarding  the  changes  in  the 
140,000-circulation  journal  the  editors  said: 

“Beginning  in  October,  World  Outlook  will  offer, 
at  the  same  price  as  now,  an  additional  16  pages  of 
articles,  pictures,  news  and  editorial  comment  about 
missions  and  related  subjects.  The  reader  thus  will 
get  64  pages  for  the  same  amount  he  now  gets  for  48. 

The  magazine  has  occasionally  run  58  pages  for  spe¬ 
cial  issues  or  to  accommodate  special  color  sections. 

“Several  of  the  additional  pages  will  be  devoted  to 
missionary  and  other  religious  news  under  the  familiar 
heading,  ‘The  Moving  Finger  Writes.  In  addition  to 
more  news,  the  reader  will  get  this  news  faster.  This 

will  be  possible  both  through  a  shortening  of  the  T“al”  present  name’  was  used  first  by  the 

publication  deadline  for  news  from  eight  to  as  little  a  P  ForeignP  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

three  weeks  and  because  of  a  new  network  of  overseas  Boarc ‘foreign  from  1915  to  19l9. 

Methodist  correspondents  who  will  send  news  to  Board 


“The  question  in  the  minds  of  the  editors  was 
whether  readers  would  consider  an  editorial  in  World 
Outlook  a  statement  of  an  official  position  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  Such,  of  course,  would  definitely 
not  be  the  case.  It  is  believed  this  difficulty  will  be 
overcome  by  the  initialing  of  each  editorial,  indicating 
that  it  reflects  only  the  opinion  of  the  writer  and  not 
the  Board  of  Missions. 

“World  Outlook  will  comment  on  a  wide  variety 
of  subjects,  most  of  them  pertaining  to  missions  and 
related  subjects,  such  as  international  affairs  and 
social  issues.  The  editors  hope  the  editorials  will  help 
stimulate  Christian  thought  on  the  subjects  discussed. 

“The  balance  of  the  additional  pages  will  be  de¬ 
voted  to  articles  and  picture  stories  related  to  the 
broad  field  of  missions  and  will  continue  to  be  of  an 
information,  analytical,  educational  and  inspirational 
nature.  They  will  be  of  the  same  high  standard  World 
Outlook  now  requires  and  the  magazine  will  retain  its 
emphasis  on  graphic,  informative  illustrations.  The 
book  department  also  will  be  expanded  to  some  extent. 

“World  Outlook  has  a  heritage  of  87  years  of 
Methodist  missionary  journalism,  dating  back  to  The 
Heathen  Woman’s  Friend  of  1869  and  later  missionary 


headquarters  withifr  a  minimum  of  time  after  it  hap¬ 
pens. 

“ World  Outlook  believes  Methodist  people  need 
and  are  interested  in  news  of  their  church  around  the 
world  and  this  is  an,  attempt  to  fulfill  that  need. 

“Two  of  the  additional  pages  will  be  given  over 
regularly  to  editorials,  an  innovation  for  World  Out¬ 
look.  The  editors  have  considered  for  a  long  time  the 
advisability  of  including  editorials  on  a  continuing 
basis.  The  magazine  heretofore  has  carried  them  only 
on  occasional  basis. 


Church  for  a  magazine  published  from  1915  to  1919' 
The  Inter-church  World  Movement  took  over  the  name 
in  1919  and  used  it  for  a  periodica]  published  for  only 
one  year.  The  name  was  not  used  again  until  193-i 
when  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  South,  adopted  it  as  the  name  of  its  mis¬ 
sionary  journal.  In  1939  World  Outlook  was  chosen 
as  the  name  for  the  missionary  publication  of  United 
Methodism  and  has  continued  so  until  today. 

“The  price  of  World  Outlook  will  continue  to  be 
$1.50  a  year  or  $2.00  a  year  in  combination  with  the 
Methodist  Woman.” 

mnn  *  ATTTCT  A  XT  A  IWrTnnTlTi?! 
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Kagawa  Stresses  Growth  of  Christianity 

In  Japan 


Karuizawa,  Japan  —  (RNS)  — 
Thousands  of  Japanese  who  do  not 
belong  to  any  church  are  still  Chris¬ 
tians,  according  to  Dr.  Toyohiko 
Kagawa,  noted  Japanese  Protestant 
evangelist  and  labor  leader. 

Speaking  at  the  Pacific  Area  Con¬ 
ference  here  of  the  World’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Endeavor  Union,  Dr.  Kagawa 
said  his  Conviction  was  based  on 
the  fact  that  the  volume  ofi  Bible 
sales  in  Japan  is  “immense”  and 
that  “certain  secular  magazines 
with  a  Christian  emphasis”  have  a 
wide-spread  influence. 

He  called  upon  American  re¬ 
ligious  bodies  to  send  to  Japan 
“fewer  missionaries  whdse  main 
concern  is  controversial  ’doctrine” 
and  more  who  are  “filled  with  the 
love  of  God  and  believe  that  the 
spirit  of  Christ  is  the  core  of  faith.” 

Soichi  Saito,  general  secretary  of 
the  Japan  national  YMCA,  said 
many  young  Japanese  attracted  to 


Plan  Meeting  of  World  Council 
And  Russian  Church  Leaders, 

Galyatetoe,  Hungary  —  (RNS)  — 
Tentative  plans  for  a  meeting  this 
winter  between  representatives  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  were 
revealed  here. 

The  disclosure  was  made  in  a  re¬ 
port  presented  by  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Executive  Committee  to  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Council’s  90- 
man  Central  Committee  attended  by 
delegates  from  both  East  and  West. 

Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry  of  New 
York,  president  of  the  United  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  in  America,  said  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Moscow  Patriarchate 
had  informed  the  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  that  the  Russian  Church  is  ready 
to  consider  whether  the  time  has 
come  to  arrange  a  meeting  with  the 
World  Council.  Dr.  Fry  is  chairman 
of  the  Central  Committee. 

He  said  that  the  proposed  get- 
together  had  been  discussed  when  a 
nine-man  delegation  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  the  United 
States  visited  Moscow  last  March, 
and  also  when  a  Russian  Orthodox 
delegation  headed  by  Metropolitan 
Nikolai  of  Krutitsky  and  Kolomna 
paid  a  reciprocal  visit  to  the  United 
States  in  June. 

It  was  recalled  that  in  August, 
1955,  the  Central  Committee  sent  a 
2,000-word  letter  to  Patriarch  Alex¬ 
ei,  supreme  head  of  the  Russian 
Church,  declaring  that  it  desired 
friendly  relations  between  the 
World  Council  and  the  Russian 
Church  “so  that  we  may  be 
strengthened  in  one  another,  each 
by  the  other’s  faith.” 


U.  S.  Church  Vigor 
Lauded  By  Britons 

New  Vork — (RNS)— Four  visiting 
British  clergymen  said  here  they 
were  impressed  by  the  “enthusiasm 
and  efficient  organization”  of  Amer¬ 
ican  church  life. 

They  spoke  at  a  luncheon  for 
them  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  four  are  members  of  a  group 
°f  10  visitors  from  Great  Britain 
spending  the  summer  in  this  coun¬ 
try  on  an  interdenominational 
Preacher  exchange  program  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  British  Council  of 
Churches.  As  part  of  the  same  pro¬ 
gram,  10  American  ministers  are 


Christianity  were  being  lost  because 
of  a  lack  of  leadership. 

He  urged  participants  in  the  con¬ 
ference  to  “consider  this  as  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  our  movement  to  cooperate 
with  the  churches — whether  or  rjpt 
we  belong  to  Christian  Endeavor, 
the  YM,  the  YW,  or  any  other  ecu¬ 
menical  organization.” 

Mr.  Saito  told  the  conference  that 
in  his  opinion  the  outstanding  post¬ 
war  change  in  Japan  has  been  that 
which  has  occurred  in  “the  think¬ 
ing  of  youhg  girls  and  women.” 

■  “Japanese  women  have  experi¬ 
enced  liberation,”  he  said,  “and  the 
effect  fit  it  upon  their  thinking  as 
well  as  their  actions  has  been  pro¬ 
found.” 


New  Washington 
Chapel  Features  Hymn- 
Playing  Jukebox 

Washington,  D.  C.  —  (RNS)—  A 
jukebox  that  will  play  your  favorite 
hymn — without  even  asking  for  a 
nickel — is  one  of  the  features  of  a 
new  Wayside  Chapel  opened  here 
along  a  busy  Washington  street  by 
the  Mount  Vernon  Place  Methodist 
church. 

The  chapel,  situated  at  sidewalk 
level  in  the  church  building,  faces 
Massachusetts  Avenue.  It  features 
all-glass  doors  which  give  the  pass- 
ersby  the  illusion  that  there  is  no 
door  at  all.  At  night  the  chapel  is 
lighted  with  soft  indirect  illumina¬ 
tion. 

Upon  entering  the  chapel  for 
meditation  or  prayer,  the  visitor  can 
push  a  button  and  select  one  of  a 
dozen  hymns  which  will  then  play 
softly  in  the  background. 

“The  altar  is  visible  from  the 
street  and  lighted  at  all  times  as 
an  open  invitation  to  passersby  to 
come  in  for  a  moment  of  prayer,” 
said  Dr.  Albert  P.  Shirkey,  pastor  of 
the  church.  “Even  if  they  don’t 
come  in,  but  stop  for  a  moment  and 
look  at  the  altar,  the  effect  is  almost 
as  though  they  were  inside.  That’s 
why  we  have  the  all-glass  doors.” 


New  York — (RNS) — Jewish  con-’ 
gregations  in  eastern  Europe  have 
retained  their  religious  faith  and 
ties  despite  the  “ravages  of  Hitler 
and  the  paralyzing  terror  of  Stalin,” 
four  United  States  rabbis  said  here. 

Returning  from  a  seven-week 
tour  of  Jewish  communities  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain  were  Rabbi  David 


preaching  in  British  churches. 

The  British  ministers  referred  re¬ 
peatedly  to  the  large  size  of  Amer¬ 
ican  congregations  and  the  pride 
they,  take  in  the  organization  of 
church  activities. 

These  aspects  of  church  life  in 
the  U.S.  “have  stimulated  and  ex¬ 
cited  me,”  said  Canon  Edward  Car¬ 
penter  (Anglican)  ^f  Westminster, 
London. 

The  Rev.  W.  Russell  Shearer, 
chairman  of  the  Methodist  District 
of  Birmingham,  called  for  closer  co¬ 
operation  between  churches,  saying 
“both  you  and  we  in  the  English- 
speaking  worlds  .  .  .  are  being  chal¬ 
lenged  by  the  rapidly  changing  pace 
of  life  today  .  .  .and  have  much  to 
contribute,,  to  one  another.” 


Protestant  Agencies 
Publish  Congressional 
Voting  Records 

Washington,  D.  C.  —  (RNS)—  A 
compilation  of  voting  records  of 
both  House  and  Senate  members  on 
key  issues  in  the  84th  Congress  has 
been  published  here  by  13  Protes¬ 
tant  denominational  agencies  under 
the  title  “The  Christian  Citizen 
Looks  at  Congress.” 

The  document,  giving  the  record 
of  all  531  members  of  the  House  and 
Senate,  was  compiled  by  the  Friends 
(Quakers)  Committee  on  National 
Legislation  in  cooperation  with  12 
other  agencies.  It  is  expected  that 
several  hundred  thousand  copies 
will  be  distributed  before  the  No¬ 
vember  election. 

The  church  groups  make  no  at- 
N  tempt  to  indicate  whether  members 
voted  “right”  or  “wrong”  from  their 
point  of  view,  presenting  the  record 
with  an  introduction  that  cautions 
“bills  brought  to  a  roll  call  vote  are 
seldom  narrowed  down  to  a  single 
issue.” 

“Before  you  vote,”  they  advise 
the  citizen,  “take  time  to  study  these 
issues  and  the  stand  of  your  candi¬ 
dates.  Christians  should  help  to  de¬ 
termine  public  policy — putting  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people  be- 


Berlin — (RNS) — An  official  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  in  Germany 
(EKID)  has  challenged  the  Com¬ 
munist  East  German  regime  to  state 
frankly  whether  it  wants  to  be  a 
totalitarian,  anti-religious  state  or 
honestly  desires  “co-existence”  with 
the  Church. 

Dr.  Heinz  Brunotte,  president  of 
the  EKID  chancellery  and  a  lead¬ 
ing  member  of  the  United  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Ger¬ 
many  (VELKD),  said  the  Church 
can  live  together  with  every  form 
of  state  which  grants  it  room  and 
freedom  for  its  work.' 

“But,”  he  stressed,  “it  cannot  live 
in  a  state  which  makes  an  absolute 
claim  to  the  souls  of  men,  which 
denies  the  existence  of  God,  and 
which  fights  every  religion  as  un- 


B.  Hollander  of  the  Bronx,  N.  Y., 
president  of  the  Rabbinical  Coun¬ 
cil  of  America;  Rabbi  Samuel  Adel- 
man  of  Newport  News,  Va.;  Rabbi 
Gilbert  Klaperman  of  Lawrence,  L. 
I.,  N.  Y.;  and  Rabbi  Herschel  Sch- 
acter  of  the  Bronx,  N.  Y. 

Rabbi  Hollander,  spokesman  for 
the  group,  said  that  despite  reports 
to  the  contrary  “Russian  Jews  have 
retained  the  fire  of  Judaism  and 
their  thirst  for  Jewish  learning  and 
identification  with  world  Jewry.” 

He  said  his  party  had  found  Jew¬ 
ish  communities  were  better  organ¬ 
ized  and  had  better  synagogues  in 
Romania  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
Communist  sphere. 

The  only  Jewish  seminary  the 
group  found  in  its  entire  trip  was 
in  Romania  at  Arad,  Rabbi  Hol¬ 
lander  said. 

Stalin’s  death  brought  a  “sense  of 
relaxation”  to  all  Russia  but  espe¬ 
cially  to  its  Jewish  population,  he 
said,  adding  that  it  was  still  “al¬ 
most  impossible  to  observe  the 
Sabbath”  in  Iron  Curtain  countries 
because  of  the  enforced  six-day 
work  week. 


Presideht  Signs  Clergy 
Plane  Fares  Bill 

Washington,  D.  C.  —  (RNS)  — 
President  Eisenhower  signed  into 
law  a  bill  authorizing  commercial 
airlines  to  grant  reduced  fares  to 
the  clergy  on  a  “space  available” 
basis. 

The  new  legislation  permits 
airlines  to  offer  lower  rates  on  a 
stand-by  basis,  where  the  clergy¬ 
man  will  not  be  able  to  make 
reservations,  but  will  have  to 
wait  at  the  airport  to  see  if  space 
is  available  at  departure  time. 

Although  airlines  will  not  be 
required  to  lower  plane  fares, 
most  domestic  carriers  have  in¬ 
dicated  they  will. 

The  reduced  rates  will  not  go 
into  effect  until  the  Civil  Aero¬ 
nautics  Board  and  airline  repre¬ 
sentatives  have  drafted  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  application  of  the 
clergy  air  fares. 

Earlier,  the  President  signed  a 
bill  making  “In  God  We  Trust” 
the  official  motto  of  the  United 
States. 


fore  personal  gain  and  interest.  This 
is  their  Christian  responsibility.” 


scientific  superstition.” 

Dr.  Brunotte  spoke  on  the  theme, 
“Church  and  State  in  the  Soviet 
Zone”  in  a  broadcast  over  the  North 
German  Radio  Network. 

He  said  that  anti-religious  devel¬ 
opments  in  the  East  Zone  had  not 
followed  such  a  straight  course  as 
to  indicate  “a  clear  policy  of  com¬ 
pletely  annihilating  the  Christian 
Churches.”  However,  he  added, 
“such  tendencies  have  started  and 
in  certain  respects  have  been  push¬ 
ed  forward.” 

“The  East  German  State,”  Dr. 
Brunotte  concluded,  “now  seriously 
faces  the  question  whether  or  not 
it  wants  to  become  an  anti-Chris¬ 
tian,  totalitarian  state,  the  Marxist 
materialism  of  which  excludes  the 
Christian  faith  and  thus  presses  the 
Church  in  the  long  run  into  the 
ghetto  of  martyrdom.  l%)t  only 
Germany  but  all  Christianity  is 
waiting  for  an  answer.” 


Singapore  Weekly  Warns 
Against  'Smiling'  Communists 

Singapore — (RNS) — The  Malayan 
Catholic  New^,  a  weekly  published 
here,  warned  commercial  represent¬ 
atives  from  this  British  colony  who 
plan  to  visit  Communist  China  “not 
to  be  duped  by  your  smiling  Red 
hosts.” 

The  paper’s  warning  came  as 
trade  delegations  from  Singapore 
and  the  neighboring  Federation  of 
Malaya  were  assembling  in  Tokyo 
for  a  visit  to  China  to  negotiate  tin 
and  rubber  deals. 

It  said  the  “honeyed  falsehoods” 
of  the  Communists  might  turn  them 
into  Red  propagandists  when  they 
return  home. 

The  paper  cautioned  that  the 
“slight  material  progress”  in  China 
should  not  blind  the  visitors  “to  the 
savage,  anti-human  record  China’s 
Communist  leaders  have  piled  up.” 

“Missionaries  have  been  beaten, 
imprisoned,  slandered,  expelled  and 
murdered  in  China,”  the  Catholic 
News  declared.  It  said  there  was  no 
freedom  for  workers  to  change  jobs, 
and  wealthy  business  men  cannot 
even  own  cars. 

f 


Rabbis  Find  Judaism  Survives  Behind 
Iron  Curtain 


East  German  Stand  Challenged  On  Church  Stand 
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Christian  Education 

ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREA  ADULT 
CONVOCATION 


Vacation  Schools 
In  The  Area 

Grace  Church,  Ruston 

A  school  was  held  at  the  Grace 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston  from 
June  4  through  June  8  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Marilyn  Blount, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Jimmie  Aycock. 
The  children  spent  a  week  studying 
I  more  about  Jesus,  singing,  playing 
games  and  seeing  films. 

There  were  61  children  who  at¬ 
tended  sometime  during  the  week. 

Assisting  with  the  school  were: 
Mrs.  Barney  Sumrall,  Mrs.  Alonzo 
Pierce,  Mrs.  Claude  Ash,  Mrs.  Troy 
Anders,  Mrs.  Price  Gay,  Mrs.  Lucius 
McGehee,  Mrs.  Earl  Nugent,  Mrs. 
Hal  Barker,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Nelson,  Mrs. 

F.  H.  Dennis,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Patterson, 
Mrs.  Clyde  Taylor,  Mrs.  Charles  Ed¬ 
wards,  and  Mrs.  Jack  Hall. 

First  Church,  Lake  Providence 

Vacation  School  sessions  were 
held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Providence  for  a  week  with 
an  attendance  of  70  children  through 
the  Junior  age  groups. 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Brown  was  general 
superintendent  of  the  school.  Assist¬ 
ing  her  were:  Mrs.  Sonny  Russell, 
superintendent  of  the  Beginner  De¬ 
partment;  Mrs.  Bill  Richardson,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Baker,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Junior  Department. 

Wakefield  Church,  Cameron 

A  school  was  held  at  the  Wake¬ 
field  Methodist  Church,  Cameron, 
La.,  beginning  on  May  28  and  run¬ 
ning  for  five  days.  A  picnic  was 
held  on  June  2  and  at  that  time  ex¬ 
hibits  were  shown. 

Classes  were  held  for  Beginners, 
Primaries,  Juniors  and  Intermed¬ 
iates.  Attendance,  including  teach¬ 
ers,  pupils  and  helpers,  was  as  fol¬ 
lows:  First  day,  67;  second  day,  77; 
third  day,  65;  fourth  day,  69,  and 
fifth  day  71. 

An  allowance  of  $75.00  was  made 
by  the  Official  Board  for  the  school 
and  approximately  $60.00  of  this  was 
expended,  according  to  report. 

Sylvan  Hills 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
the  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist  Church 
sponsored  a  Vacation  School  for  the 
A.M.E.  (Negro)  Church  on  the 
Jacksonville  Highway  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Adolph  Andrews, 
chairman  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions.  The  school  began  on  July 
30  and  closed  with  exercises  on  Fri¬ 
day,  August  3. 

Teachers  from  the  Guild  and  the 
courses  were:  Nursery,  Mrs.  Ray 
Jones;  Kindergarten,  “My  Home 
and  Family,”  Mrs.  Gertrude  Burks 
and  Mrs.  Andrews;  Primary,  “Jesus 
and  His  Friends,”  Mrs.  Frank 
Thacker,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  Max  Kine; 
Junior,  “Praise  Ye  the  Lord”,  Mrs. 
Nolen  Minton  and  Mrs.  Laura  Os- 
terhout;  Intermediates,  “Prayer,” 
Mrs.  Raymond  Steward  and  Mrs. 
Norris  Steele.  The  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  A.M.E.  Church  was 
Mrs.  Viola  Tisdale  and  Mrs.  Leota 
Shelton.  Mrs.  Frank  Thacker,  Jr., 
was  nursery  chairman  for  the 
teachers’  children.  Mrs.  Frank 
Thacker,  S'r.,  was  dean.  Mrs.  Wes¬ 
ley  Herren  made  100  figurine  molds 
for  Sallman  Head  of  Christ  plaques. 
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By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Plans  are  being  completed  for  an 
Adult  Convocation  for  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  to  be  held  in  Little  Rock, 
First  Methodist  Church,  January 
4-6,  1957. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  is  to  be 
the  presiding  officer  for  the  Con¬ 
vocation  and  will  give  the  opening 
address,  Friday  afternoon,  January 
4. 

Dr.  McFerrin  Stowe  of  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma  City, 
will  bring  two  messages,  one  on 
Friday  evening  and  the  other  on 
Saturday  morning.  Bishop  Charles 
Brashares  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  will 
bring  two  messages,  one  on  Satur¬ 
day  evening  and  the  other  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning. 

There  are  to  be  discussion  groups 
on  Friday  afternoon,  Saturday 
morning,  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
Sunday  morning. 

The  Friday  afternoon  and  Sat¬ 
urday  morning  discussion  groups 
will  deal  with  the  general  program 
of  adult  work. 

The  Saturday  afternoon  discus¬ 
sion  groups  will  deal  with  skills  in 
the  adult  field. 

The  Sunday  morning  groups  will 
be  to  interpret  the  use  of  Bible  with 
groups  in  adult  teaching. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of  Pulaski 
Heights  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock  is  to  lead  in  a  consecration 
service  at  noon,  Sunday,  January 
6. 

Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Education  of 
Adults,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  other  members  of  the 
Adult  Staff  of  the  General  Board 
will  assist  in  this  program. 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  is  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  discussion  group  pro¬ 
gram. 

Dr.  Roy  E-  Fawcett  is  the  registrar  „ 
and  treasurer. 

Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  publicity. 

Rev.  George  Meyer  is  director  of 
housing. 

Ira  A.  Brumley  is  general  director 
of  the  Convocation. 


A  picnic  was  held  for  the  children 
on  Friday. 


-  j  Bethel 

A  Vacation  School  was  held  at 
the  Bethel  Methodist  Church  of 
Pride,  La.,  the  week  of  July  16-20. 

There  was  a  total  enrollment  of 
60  with  an  attendance  of  44  each 
day  with  23  teachers  and  helpers. 

Bauxite/ 

Forty-five  pupils  received  certif¬ 
icates  at  the  Vacation  School  which 
recently  closed  at  Bauxite.  Mrs. 
Eugene  Rolleigh  was  director  of  the 
school  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Burke  ser¬ 
ved  as  secretary. 

The  Intermediates  studied  about 
the  countries  of  Southeast  Asia 
with  Mrs.  James  Davies,  Mrs.  John 
Brazil,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Good,  Mrs.  R. 
H.  Bradley,  Mrs.  Jack  Fillingham 
and  Miss  LaVerne' Miller  as  teach¬ 
ers.  The  children  gave  a  puppet 
show  illustrating  what  they  had 
learned  about  the  people  of  some 
of  the  countries  of’  Southeast  Asia. 

The  Juniors  studied  the  history 
of  the  church  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Blanche  Rogers,  Mrs.  G.  N. 
Barber,  Mrs.  George  Wagner,  Mrs. 


Woman's  Society  of 
Christian  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 
PLANS  DISTRICT 
SEMINARS 

Mrs.  Glenn  Martel, 
Conference  Secretary 

Aug.  12 — Cdmden  District  Guild, 
Magnolia,  First  Church 
Aug.  27 — Hope  District,  Texarkana 
First  Church,  Mp.  Curtis  Parsons 
Aug.  28 — Arkadelphia  District,  Ark- 
adelphia,  First  Church,  M>s.  T.  T. 
McNeal  \ 

Aug.  31 — Pine  Bluff  District,  Al- 
theimer,  Mrs.  James  W.  Peavey 
Sept.  6 — Monticello  District,  Der- 
mott,  Mrs.  Warren  W.  Haley 
Sept.  7 — Little  Rock  District,  Little 
Rock,  First  Church,  Mrs.  Guy  Ca- 
zort 

Sept.  11 — Camden  District,  Magno¬ 
lia,  Jackson  Street,  Mrs.  Claude 
Clark 


FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 
TRAINING  DAY 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  officers 
of  the  Fayetteville  District  met  at 
Centerton  July  24  for  a  training  day 
with  Mrs.  R.  K.  Bent,  president, 
presiding.,  and  opening  the  meeting 
with  a  meditation  based  on  the  Pur¬ 
pose  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service. 

The  district  officers  gave  brief 
reports. 

The  following  new  district  officers 
were  elected:  Mrs.  Ernest  Standley, 
Secretary  of  Youth;  Mrs.  Harold 
Womack,  Missionary  Education; 
Mrs.  Arch  Thompson,  Recording 
Secretary. 

The  hostess  church  served  lunch, 
after  which  officers  held  group 
meetings,  followed  by  each  group 
giving  a  report  of  their  findings. 

A  love  offering  was  taken  for 
securing  a  missionary  for  the  Youth 
Camp  on  Mt.  Sequoyah.  Mrs.  Bent 
dismissed  the  meeting  with  prayer. 
—  Mrs.  Arch  Thompson. 


SALEM  WESLEYAN 
GUILD  ORGANIZED 

The  Salem  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  recently  organized  under  the 
guidance  of  Mrs.  B.  W.  Stallcup, 
held  its  first  meeting  August  1. 

Rev.  B.  W.  Stallcup,  pastor,  in¬ 
stalled  the  officers  at  the  Sunday 
evening  worship  service,  August 

12,  1956.  /  .  .  ,  , 

Newly  elected  officers  include, 
Mrs.  Dick  Weathers,  president,  Mrs. 
Owen  Biles,  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Jack  Rowden  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  Jesse  Langston,  treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Ross,  secretary  of  pro¬ 
motion. 


David  Cowden  and  Miss  Marilyn 
Bono.  They  gave  a  demonstration 
of  their  work  in  a  skit  presented 
as  a  radio  program. 

The  Primaries  studied  about  the 
helpers  of  the  church  under  Mrs. 

G.  L.  Bell,  Mrs.  Gaston  Bell,  Mrs. 

H.  W.  Cordell,  Mrs.  David  Cowden, 
Miss  Rebecca  Bell  and  Miss  Patti 
Trimble.  They  also  had  a  puppet 
show  to  show  the  different  helpers 
in  the  church. 

Mrs.  Dean  Spoontk  v  taught  '  t  h  e 
Kindergarten  Department  with  Mrs 
Ramsey  and  Miss  Theta  Doyle  as¬ 
sisting.  They  studied  about  the 
home  and  presented  a  music  pro¬ 
gram  the  last  day. 


DELEGATES  TO 
WORLD  FEDERATION 
OF  METHODIST  WOMEN 

Arkansas-Louisiana  will  have  sev¬ 
eral  women  attending  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  August  27-31. 

Miss  Mildred  Osment,  Jonesboro 
will  represent  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott 
El  Dorado,  will  represent  the  Little 
Rock  Conference.  Both  women  are 
vice-presidents  in  N  their  respective 
conferences.  Miss  Hanna  Kelley 
Little  Rock,  former  secretary  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  will  attend  as  a  visi¬ 
tor. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Landrum,  Little  Rock, 
Field  Worker  for  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service,  will  con¬ 
duct  a  Workshop  on  Organization 
and  Promotion. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Fifty  members  of  the  Washington 
Avenue  Woman’s  Society  and  Guild 
attended  a  garden  party  on  the 
lawn  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Biles,  3301  Ridgeroad,  Aug.  8th. 
An  interesting  and  stimulating  pro¬ 
gram  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Gale 
Walters,  Mrs.  Martha  Kelley,  Mrs. 
Bill  Horne  and  Mrs.  Harold  David¬ 
son,  after  which  delightful  refresh-' 
ments  were  served  and  a  period  of 
friendly  conversation  ensued. 

Among  guests  present  were  Dr. 
Pearl  McCain,  Miss  Nellie  Dyer  who 
answered  questions  and  made  brief 
comments,  and  Rev.  Archie  N. 
Boyd,  minister  of  the  church.  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Brown,  presided  over  the  de¬ 
lightful  occasion. 


The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
the  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist  Church 
met  Tuesday,  August  7th,  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Homer  Taylor.  Miss 
Lila  Church,  Guild  Chairman  of  the 
North  Little  Rock  First  Methodist 
Church  and  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference'  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
Spiritual  Life  Chairman,  conducted 
the  program  on  “How  Real  is  the 
Kingdom  to  Us?”  which  is  a  sum¬ 
mation  of  the  four  years’  goals 
which  completes  1952-56  quadrenni- 
um.  Mrs.  A1  Garthwaite  and  Mrs. 
Nolon  Minton  gave  a  skit  on  “Four 
Years  of  Growing  Time.”  Mrs.  Paul 
Bricker,  Program  Chairman,  pre¬ 
sented  a  panel  of  three  voices  to 
discuss  the  quadrennium  symbols, 
thgir  interpretation,  and  the  four 
year  accomplishments.  Mrs.  Harold 
Lawrence  led  the  worship. 


Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Rogers,  met  for 
its  annual  picnic  at  Lake  Atalanta 
on  Monday  evening,  July- 16.  Host¬ 
esses  for  the  bountiful  cooperative 
picnic  supper  were  Mrs.  James  P- 
Shofner  and  Mrs.  J.  Wayne  Brandon. 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Seegar,  Mrs.  Roy  > 
Bunch  and  Miss  Verna  Conley  were 
welcomed  as  new  members. 

Group  singing  was  led  by  Mrs.  G 
A.  Pierce  and  was  enjoyed  by  a1, 

A  short  business  session  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Lurel  ^McClain, 
president.  The  Guild  voted  to  buy 
some  film  strips  telling  about  the 
women’s  work  in  the  Church  to  sen 
back  to  Brazil  with  Senora  Otu* 
de  O.  Chaves,  who  was  a  guest  a 
the  June  meeting. 

Members  present  other  than  tb°s 
mentioned  above  were: 

Mrs.  Lena  Bookout,  Mrs.  Hoye1 
Brown,  Mrs.  George  M.  Fente  ’ 
Miss  Ardelle  Fraser,  Miss  Aly 
Greene,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Letteer,  M  • 
Ruth  Mellor,  Mrs.  Grace  Rand,  M1 
Martha  Riehl  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Womack. 
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1  vVe  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
who  have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
gifts  to  the  Home  during  the  month  of 
I  June,  1956. 

Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans’  Administration 
Hospital,  N.  L.  R.— candy 
Intermediate  Department,  Dermott  Meth- 
1  odist  Church,  Rev.  A.  C.  Carraway,  pas¬ 
tor — canned  goods 

(Friendly  S.  S.  Class,  Winfield  Church, 
Little  Rock — birthdays  presents  for  June 
I  Leon  Hoisted  Drug  Store,  North  Little 
Rock— toys  and  miscellaneous  gifts 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Hayes,  Little  Rock — 
playground  equipment  and  bed 
Dr.  Harry  Smith,  Little  Rock — clothing 
Mrs.  Ben  Hopkins,  Little  Rock  —  record 
player  and  radio 

|Mrs.  Roy  Prather,  Little  Rock — clothing 
and  records 

Isears,  Roebuck  and  Co.— shoes  and  candy 
[W.  S.  C.  S.  of  Bluffton  Methodist  Church — ■ 
tea  towels 

|Barbecue  picnic  by  Century  Class,  First 
Church,  Little  Rock,  for  all  children  in 
the  Home  and  personnel  of  Home. 

[First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock — 
cookies 

Davis  Trailer  and  Equipment  Co.,  Little 
Rock — tickets  for  The  American  Variety 

Show 

The  Primary,  Kindergarten  and  Junior 
Departments  of  Stephen  Meth.  Church 
Vacation  Bible  School  —  booklets,  sew¬ 
ing  cards  and  money 
Salem  Methodist  Church  —  canned  goods 
brought  by  Ifev.  Kenneth  Goode 
St.  Luke’s  Church,  Little  Rock — vegetables 
St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church — punch  and 
cookies 

Midwest  Dairy  Products  Corp.,  Little 
Rock  —  tickets  for  American  Variety 

Show 

Dibson  Bible  Class,  Russellville  Methodist 
Church — material  for  clothing 
Drs.  Cheair  and  Wenger — tickets  for 
American  Variety  Show 
Taylor  Sales  Company,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  American  Variety  Show 

CASH  DONATIONS 

Dpen  Door  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  . . . $  10.00 

Willing  Workers  Class,  Rogers 

Central  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

toy  Martha  Bible  Class, 

Smackover  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

ilmyra  Methodist  Church  WSCS...  10.00 

ftebecca  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

Vantrease  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Banks  Wesley  S.  S.-  Class, 

1  Helena  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

nonymous  . 10.00 

odges  Corner  Meth.  Church  .  10,00 

Jarion  Methodist  Church  .  13.00 

ITancey  S.  S.  Class,  Marianna 

I  Methodist'  Church  .  10.00 

p.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers, 

I  Little  Rock  First  Church  . .  10.00 

Pr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

J  Greenwood  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

lexa-Tolefree  Bible  Class, 

I  Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

|ett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

I  Hope  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

regressive  S.  S.  Class,  El  Dorado 

l.First  Church  .  10.00 

Rock  Conference  .  591.55 

he  Esthers  Class,  Siloam 

[Springs  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

foung  Adult  S.  S.  Class, 

IRector  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

post  Bible  Class,  Texarkana 

[First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

iillett  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

fSrihodist  Men,  Dumas 

IMethodist  Church  .  30.00 

liass  of  Open  Door,  Sheridan 

IMethodist  Church  .  5.00 

ft?.  Harmony  Class,  Little  Rock 

I  hirst  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

fcond  Mile  S.  S.  Class, 

Itirst  Church,  Jonesboro  .  30.00 

lesleyan  Service  Guild, 

I'Tairie  \  Grove  Methodist  Church  20.00 

ffvice  Class,  El  Dorado 

lift?4  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

■  f,"  Arkansas  Conference  .  603.20 

iiowship  Class,  Little  Rock 

'pnderson  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

-and  Mrs.  Chas.  V.  Ross, 

vabot  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

r  an,d  Mrs-  Chas.  V.  Ross, 

aoot  Methodist  Cfiurch  . '  5.00 

Lenna  Webb,  Prairie  Grove  ....  15.00 

fhi?ra,do  First  Methodist 

tofpch.  A  Friend  .  500.00 

|f  t!e,rs.  Class,  Little  Rock 

irst  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Methodist  Church  .  12.00 

L  i  Methodist  WSCS  .  10.00 

6ids  Bible  Class,  West- 
”  ^Methodist  Church,  Camden  ...  25.00 

rd  i.  jjiU> 

fesw”8  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Ptrrv,n,,Service  Guild, 

'undo11  e  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

!Wn?<l?d  Vacation  School, 
und  Pond  Methodist  Ch . g.10 
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Rose  Couples  Class, 

Camden  First  Church  .  20.00 

Chas.  A.  Beasley,  Ft.  Smith  .  5.00 

Bayou  Meto  Methodist  Church 

Vacation  Church  School  .  15.57 

Young  Adult  Class,  Washington 
Ave.  Meth.  Church,  North 

Little  Rock  .  15.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Trice, 

Brinkley  Methodist  Church  .  30.00 

Smackover  Methodist  Vacation 

Church  School  . .  10.85 

Forrest  City  Methodist  Church 
Primary  Dept.  Vacation  School....  3.00 

Huntington  Ave.  Meth.  Church, 

Jonesboro  .  10.00 

Wesley  Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Meth.  Church  ....  8.00 

Open  Door  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Meth.  Church  ....  5.00 

Beginners  Class,  Wynne  Meth¬ 
odist  Vacation  Church  School  .  5.00 

Methodist  Men’s  Bible  Class, 

Forrest  City  Methodist  Church  ....  30.00 

Men’s  Bible  Class, 

Nashville  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Hanks-Wesley  Bible  Class, 

Helena  First  Meth.  Church  .  10.00 

Kindergarten  Primary  and  Junior 
Departments,  Sheridan 
Meth.  Vacation  Church  School...  17.50 

Junior  High  Department, 

First  Methodist  Church,  Hope .  10.00 

St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church, 

Jonesboro  .  5.00 

Irene  Hunt  S.  S.  Class,  St. 

Paul’s  Meth.  Ch.,  Ft.  Smith  ....  10.00 

Ladies  Bible  Class,  Siloam 

Springs  Meth.  Church  .  5.00 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Rogers  Central  Meth.  Church  ....  10.00 

A  Friend,  Camden  .  110.00 

Rondo  Bible  Vacation  School  .  11.90 

Miscellaneous  Collections  for  June  517.99 

Memorials  for  June  ,i .  271.00 


Collections  for  June  . $3,270.66 


MEMORIALS 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Earl  Morgan  by  Mrs.  Ruby'K.  Hall 
T.  M.  Thompson  by  Gleaners  S.  S.  Class, 
First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado 
W.  C.  Renfroe  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnny 
Graves 

W.  E.  Leek  Sr.  by  S'.  A.  Banks  and  Com¬ 
pany 

Forrest  Thomas  Hagood  by  S.  A.  Banks 
and  Company 

T.  M.  Thompson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Maxwell 

Robert  Clyde  Trice  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Trice 

James  M.  Smith  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Trice 

Dr.  H.  F.  Thompson  by  Mrs.  Allen  Anth¬ 
ony  and  daughter 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Ingram  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Oates 

Mrs.  I.  G.  North  by  Power  Department, 
Pine  Bluff 

Mrs.  Daisy  H.  Henning  by  Willing  Work¬ 
ers  Class,  Primrose  Methodist  Church 
W.  H.  Atkinson  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Atkinson 
Wade  Atkinson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ervin 
Tipton 

Veruena  Woolley  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Woolley 
T.  M.  Thompson  by  Mr.  Arthur  Bradley 
Jr. 

W.  H.  Atkinson  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Davis 

C.  W.  Renfroe  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Golden 

L.  G.  Burbridge  by  Mrs.  William  M. 
Whaley 

W.  C.  Renfroe  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Knoll 
Adrian  Louis  Brewer  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Franklin  E.  Loy 

Elmo  Walker  by  Franklin  E.  Loy 
Col.  Rex  Pierce  Hayes  by  Adelia  and 
Franklin  Loy 

George  Harrison  Ware  by  Franklin  E. 
Loy 

J.  L.  Burbridge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  O. 
Matthews  Jr. 

J.  L.  Burbridge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
W.  Stone 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Linn  by  Mrs.  John  H.  Fish  Jr. 
W.  E.  Leek  Sr.  by  The  George  Cocker- 
ham  Family 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Morton  Sr.  by  The  GGeorge 
Coykerham  Family 

J.  L.  Burbridge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Burbridge 

Frank  Pettus  by  Margaret  Hart  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Ison 

Mrs.  Fred  Maxfield  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Con¬ 
nor  Morehead 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Britt  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Connor 
Morehead 

Mrs.  Ruby  Jean  Bullock  Lewis  by  Dorothy 
Birch  S.  S.  Class,  Fairview  Methodist 
Church,  Camden 

James  Smith  by  Malvern  Sub-District 
Mrs.  Frank  Hankins  by  Mrs.  John  W. 
Tucker  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Huebner 

D.  N.  Misenheimer  by  "The  Welty  Fam- 


IN  MEMORY  OF  MRS. 

J.  I.  KELLEY,  MRS.  T.  M. 
DOWNEY*  AND 
MRS,  G.  W.  KNOLL 

When  death  comes  to  a  family 
and  a  church  it  causes  loved  ones 
and  friends  to  reflect  and  recall  the 
good  qualities  of  those  who  have 
departed  this  life.  Memorial  servi¬ 
ces  hold  for  us  a  tinge  of  sadness. 

In'  recalling  the  life  of  Mrs.  J.  I. 
Kelly  who  passed  to  her  reward 
on  May  13  we  think  of  a  person 
who  was  kind,  gentle,  patient  and 
unassuming,  a  loving  wife  and  de¬ 
voted  mother.  Mrs.  Kelley  was  a 
resident  of  Holley,  Arkansas,  for 
50  years.  She  was  a  loyal  member 
of  .the  Dermott  Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Knoll  passed  away 
on  April  22.  She  is  remembered  for 
her  many  friends,  for  her  faithful 
and  loyal  work  in  P.T.A.,  Home 
» Demonstration  work,  Women’s  Fed¬ 
erated  Clubs,  W.C.T.U.,  church  and 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  and  all  things  for  the  welfare 
and  betterment  of  her  community. 
Mrs.  Knoll  was  a  devout  Christian 
mother  who  lived  a  long  and  use¬ 
ful  life. 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Downey  departed  this 
life  on  April  18.  She  is  remembered 
for  her  faithful  and  loyal  work  in 
things  contributing  to  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  community.  She  was  a 
loyal  member  of  the  church  and 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service.  She  was_  a  devout  Chris¬ 
tian  mother  who  lived  a  useful  life 
for  many  years. 

To  the  sorrowing  families  of  these 
good  women,  we  would  say,  re¬ 
member  the  loyalty,  courtesy  and 
usefulness  exemplified  by  the  lives 
of  each  and  be  thankful  that  God 
let  them  work  among  us  the  many 
years  that  they  were  here,’  and 
that  we  can  and  do  still  have  only 
beautiful  memories  of  lives  well 
lived.— Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Golden, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Lester,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Tharp, 
Committee. 

I  =- 


Mrs.  Josephine  High  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
J.  A-  Harrison 

Rev.  J-.  J.  Decker  by  Rondo  W.  S  C  S 

Mrs.  Maude  Cowger  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Ralph  Gillham 

Mrs.  Sophie  Dupuy  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chri 
Traicoff 

W.  G.  Stiles  by  S.  A.  Roberts  and  Co. 

J-  J-  Decker  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A 
McBride  and  Miss  Agnes  Williamson 

Miss  Melmda  Garrison  by  Dr.  and  Mrs 
Jack  D.  Moore 

V.  V.  Heliums  by  Helen  and  John  Cox 

J.  T.  Henry  by  Helen  and  John  Cox 

Dr.  R  H.  Ray  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M 
bmith 

Miss  Melinda  Garrison  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Louis  B.  Jones 

Miss  Melinda1  Garrison  by  Mrs  Webl 
Sweet 

Dr.  F  L.  Proctor  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Wood 

KeY'  J ■  J-  Decker  by  Prairie  Grove  Meth 
odist  Church 

CONNOR  MOREHEAD, 
Superintendent 


National  Council  Labor  Day 
Message  Stresses  Job 
Security 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
danger  of  “too  great  reliance  on 
material  values  and  also  God’s  call 
to  meaningful  living  through  fel¬ 
lowship  in  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity.” 

“In  penitence  the  churches  seek  to 
serve  the  Master  and  obey  His  will 
by  proclaiming  the  dignity  and 
worth  of  persons  and  by  working 
for  human  brotherhood,”  it  says. 

It  concludes,  “God’s  power  in  men 
can  lead  them  from  selfishness  to  a 
broad  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
all.  At  the  same  time  men  will  find 
their  deepest  security  in  God  Him¬ 
self,  and  in-  having  His  power, 
justice  and  love  work  through  them. 
Then  they  will  be  helping  to  clear 
the  way  for  the  coming  of  God’s 
Kingdom  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven.” 

The  Labor  Sunday  message  was 
prepared  by  the  National  Council’s 
Department  of  Church  and  Econom¬ 
ic  Life  and  approved  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  board  of  its  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  and  Work,  of  which  the 
Department  is  a  unit. 

The  Labor  Sunday  observance 
was  begun  in  1910  at  the  request  of 
the  Am/srican  Federation  of  Labor 
by  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches, 
one  of  the  12,  now  13,  agencies 
merged  to  form  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  in  December,  1950. 
The  first  Labor  Sunday  message 
was  issued  by  the  Federal  Council 
in  1917.  The  annual  message  is  one 
of  the  oldest  established  practices 
in  U.S.^  cooperative  church  life. 

Aid  Rushed  To  Greece 
Following  Earthquake 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
for  babies,  canned  meat  which 
could  be  eaten  without  cooking, 
and  500  blankets. 

By  nightfall  the  same  day,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Halicar  Alivisatos  of  the 
Church  of  Greece  and  Mr.  Peter 
Krueger,  CWS  representative,  sur¬ 
veyed  the  damage  on  Thira  from  the 
deck  of  the  Greek  destroyer  Aegeon, 
prior  to  going  ashore  and  taking  a 
hand  in  setting  up  feeding  stations. 

In  addition,  Schueler  and  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  made  $10,000 
worth  of  splints  and  plaster  of 
Paris  bandages  available  through 
CWS  for  use  among  the  survivors. 

The  emergency  shipments  were 
made  possible  by  the  Share  Our 
Surplus  program  of  the  churches. 


MAJOR  F  R  E  d  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 


415  MAIN  STREET 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

"In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district ’’ 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, M  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  26  1956 
CHRISTIAN  GROWTH  THROUGH  TESTING 

READ  FIRST  CHAPTER  OF  JAMES. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Blessed  is  the  man  who  en- 
duves  trial,  for,  when  he  has  stood  the  test,  he  will  receive 
the  crown  of  life  which  God  has  promised  to  those  who 
love  him.  (James  1:12) 


“Living  Our  Faith”  is  the  general 
subject  of  the  series  of  seven  les¬ 
sons  we  are  now  studying.  This  v 
week  we  have  the  5th  lesson  of  that 
series  with  the  subject,  “Christian 
Growth  Through  Testing.”  The  aim 
of  the  lesson  is  to  teach  us  that  we 
may  “Live  Our  Faith”  by  growing 
stronger,  religiously,  through  the 
temptations  and  trials  we  have  and 
conquer. 

In  the  first  two  lessons  of  this 
series,  our  lesson  texts  were  taken 
from  1  Peter.  The  lesson  texts  for 
the  next  two  lessons  were  taken 
from  1  John.  The  lesson  texts  for 
this  week  and  next  week  are  selec¬ 
tions  from  the  book,  of  J ames. 

It  is  commonly  felt  that  the  Book 
of  Jabnes  was  written  by  James  a 
brother  of  Jesus.  This  is  not  the 
James  of  the  twelve  apostles.  James 
the  brother  of  Jesus,  along  with  his 
other  brothers  did  not  believe  that 
Jesus  was  the  Christ  before  his 
crucifixion.  After  His  resurrection, 
Jesus  appeared  to  James  (1  Cor.  15: 
7).  It  is  supposed  that  he  was  con¬ 
verted  at  this  time  since  he  became 
a  firm  believer  in  the  Christ.  He 
became  a  leader  in  the  early  church 
in  Jerusalem.  Peter  and  Paul  both 
consulted  him  and  recognized  his 
leadership  in  matters  of  faith  and 
policy.  At  no  place  is  it  intimated 
that  he  claimed  any  special  priv¬ 
ileges  or  authority  because  he  was 
a  brother  of  Jesus. 

James  wrote  in  a  practical,  down- 
to-earth  style  that  deals  with  every¬ 
day  living.  He  seems  to  be  much 
more  concerned  about  daily  life 
than  he  was  about  the  doctrines  of 
the  church.  He  mentions  the  name 
of  Christ  but  twice.  He  does  not 
refer  to  the  incarnation,  the  atone¬ 
ment,  the  crucifixion  or  the  resur¬ 
rection  so  frequently  emphasized  by 
other  New  Testament  writers.  There 
is  also  a  difference  in  the  emphasis 
on  faith  in  the  book  of  James  as 
compared  to  the  writings  of  Paul. 
While  Paul  says  we  are  saved  by 
faith,  James  declares  that  “faith 
without  works  is  dead.”  James 
states,  in  effect,  that  we  may  judge 
the  reality  of  our  faith  by  our 
works.  If  no  good  works,  it  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  no  real  faith.  Many 
scholars  fix  the  date  of  this  letter 
at  about  50  to  60  A.  D.  If  this  date 
is  correct,  James  was  among  -the 
first  books  of  the  New  Testament 
written,  possibly  the  first. 

Progress  Anywhere  Means 
Obstacles  Overcome 
The  road  of  progress  is  a  highway 
filled  with  hazards.  We  have  found 
this  to  be  true  in  all  efforts  toward 
building  peaceful,  international  re¬ 
lations.  Every  day  new  difficulties 
arise.  We  make  progress  only  as 
these  difficulties  are  overcome.  The 
development  of  our  national  life, 
from  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the 
first  settlers  in  America  until  today, 
is  a  history  of  obstacles  overcome. 


This  principle  carries  through 
every  phase  of  life  about  us  today 
whether  it  be  business,  agriculture, 
industry,  science,  education,  labor 
or  whatever  the  field  of  endeavor. 
Everywhere  the  history  of  progress 
is  a  history  of  conflicts  and  obstacles 
overcome.  If  this  be  true  in  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  reach  higher  goals  in 
material,  physical  and  intellectual 
development,  should  we  not  expect 
it  to  be  true  also  in  our  efforts  to 
attain  the  higher  goals  of  spiritual 
progress? 

We  All  Have  Times  of  Testing 

From  past  history  of  human  life 
and  from  our  own  personal  experi¬ 
ences  in  lif e,\  we  may  properly  con¬ 
clude  that  we  will  all  have  times  of 
testing.  About  the  only  question 
we  have  to  answer  personally  about 
trials  is,  “What  effect  will  trials 
have  on  our  own  lives?  Will  they 
do  something  TO  us,  or  will  they  do 
something  FOR  us?”  We  alone  can 
answer  these  questions.  The  answer 
is  found  in  our  attitude  toward  and 
our  reaction  to  these  testings.  Paul 
says,  Romans  8:28,  “We  know  that 
all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God.”  This  result 
does  not  come  through  some  mirac¬ 
ulous  Providence.  It  is  the  result  of 
an  attitude  in  our  lives  which  in 
turn  is  a  result  of  loving  God.  When 
we  really  love  God,  life’s  experi¬ 
ences  fit  into  a  program  which 
ultimately  results  in  spiritual  prog¬ 
ress,  or  GOOD;  not  necessarily  hap¬ 
piness,  health,  or  prosperity,  but 
GOOD. 

The  writer  exhorts  us,  in  vers6  5 
of  the  lesson,  if  we  lack  wisdom 
with  which  to  meet  difficulties,  to 
ask  wisdom  of  God  “who  giveth  to 
all  men  generously  and  without  re¬ 
proach.”  The  word  “wisdom”,  as 
commonly  used  in  the  Bible,  has  lit¬ 
tle  or  nothing  to  do  with  scholarship 
or  learning.  As  the  word  is  used 
in  the  Bible,  the  scholar  may  act 
foolishly  or  the  uneducated  may  act 
with  wisdom.  Wisdom,  as  referred 
to  in  our  lesson,  refers  to  an  under¬ 
standing  of  life  and  the  way  it 
should  be  lived.  Such  wisdom  is  not 
acquired  by  human  endeavor  but  is 
a  gift  from  God  to  those  who  ask 
in  faith  and  whose  lives  attest  the 
sincerity  of  their  prayers. 

Character  Severely  Tested  By  Both 
Poverty  and  Wealth 
Material  things,  in  themselves, 
have  no  moral  qualities.  Our  use 
or  misuse  of  material  things  or  our 
intense,  exaggerated  desire  for 
them  is  one  of  the  most  revealing 
tests  of  character.  Wealth  may  pro¬ 
duce  selfishness,  snobbery,  useless¬ 
ness,  or  it  may  be  used  as  a  great 
power  in  promoting -,God’s  kingdom. 
Poverty  may  lead  to  crime  or  to  a 
recognition  of  our  great  need  of 
God,  resulting  in  a  saintly  life  of 
usefulness.  * 

However,  James  seems  to  dismiss 
both  wealth  and  poverty  as  of  sec¬ 


ondary  importance  since  both  are 
as  temporary  as  life  itself.  He  rec¬ 
ognizes  a  time  when  the  material 
is  no  longer  of  any  value  to  life,, 
and  when  the  only  thing  that  mat¬ 
ters,  with  reference  to  the  material, 
will  be  our  attitude  toward  poses- 
sions  and  our  use  of  them  while  we 
live  here.  Both  poverty  and  wealth 
bring  testings  that  may  either  blight 
or  bless,  according  to  our  reactions 
to  them. 

The  Blight  of  Indecision 

Verse  8  says,  “A  douole  minded 
man  is  unstable  in  all  his  ways.” 
Life  can  hardly  suffer  a  greater 
handicap  than  a  lack  of  power  to 
make  decisions.  One  thing  that  gave 
power  to  the  life  and  ministry  of 
Paul  was  his  power  to  decide;  his 
readiness  to  say,  “This  one  thing  I 
do.”  Indecision  always  means  weak¬ 
ness  and  ultimately  defeat,  unless 
we  are  able  to  rid  ourselves  of  it. 
♦If  we  are  undecided  as  to  which 
way  to  go,  it  means  that  we  do  not 
go  either  way  until  we  have  made 
up  our  minds.  * 

The  writer  once  heard  a  girl  say 
that  she  expected  to  marry  one  of 
two  boy  friends  the  following 
Christmas.  Although  it  was  late  in 
the  year,  she  was  yet  undecided  as 
to  which  it  would  be.  Such  inde¬ 
cision  surely  furnished  a  very  poor 
foundation  on  which  to  build  a  hap¬ 
py  home  life.  To  be  undecided  as 
to  a  vocation  for  life  or  a  place  of 
residence  or  family  relationships 
weakens  the  very  fiber  out  of  which 
life  is  made. 1 

As  disturbing  as  these  matters 
may  be  to  an  unsettled  mind,  they 
are  secondary  in  importance  when 
compared  to  indecision  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  as  we  face  the  question  of 
right  and  wrong.  If  we  have  de¬ 
cided  to  go  wrong,  we  have  made 
the  worst  decision  possible.  If  we 
are  undecided  whether  to  go  right 
or  wrong,  life  is  a  muddled  mess  of 
decisions  which  are  usually  more 
confusing  than  satisfying.  If,  with¬ 
out  reservations,  we  have  decided 
to  go  the  right  way,  life  becomes 
unified  and  satisfying  and  may  be¬ 
come  quite  useful  in  the  service  of 
the  Lord. 

God  Not  to  Blame  For 
Our  Failures 

“Let  no  man  say,  when  he  is 
tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  God.” 
There  are  those  who  have  a  tend¬ 
ency  to  blame  God  for  the  problems 
of  life  which  they  face.  They  seem 
to  feel  that  God  is  trying  to  shut 
them  out  of  the  better  things  of 
life.  Under  such  circumstances,  we 
should  keep  in  mind  the  words  of 
Jesus  when  he  said,  “Even  so  it  is 
not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is 
in  heaven  that  one  of  these  little 
ones  should  perish.”  (Matt.  18:14) 
Let  us  remember  that  every  experi¬ 
ence  in  life,  for  which  God  is  re¬ 
sponsible,  is  an  effort  to  bring  us  to 
the  best  possible  for  us  here  and 
hereafter. 

Most  of  our  ills  have  come  be¬ 
cause  God  gave  us  the  power  of 
choice  instead  of  making  us  re¬ 
ligious  puppets  that  could  move 
only  as  others  pulled  the  string^. 
With  this  God-given  power  to 
choose  we  often  choose  wrong.  In 
blaming  God  for  our  ills,  we  are 
in  the  position  of  blaming  God  for 
giving  us  the  power  to  do  as  we 
please. 

Characler  Strengthened  and 
Revealed  Through  Testing 

A  great  oak  could  never  be  de¬ 
veloped  in  a  hothouse.  It  must  be 
out  where  it  can  feel  the  heat  of  the 
summer  sun,  the  winds,  the  storms, 


and  the  icy  frosts  of  winter.  Amid 
all  of  this,  and  because  of  it  all,  it 
strikes  its  roots  deep  into  mother 
earth  and  lifts  its  limbs  toward  the 
skies  and  finally  becomes  the  giant 
of  the  forest. 

So  it  is  in  reaching  every  worth¬ 
while  goal;  the  final  victory  comes 
through  times  of  testing.  It  means 
years  of  toil,  drudgery  and  brain- 
sweat  before  one  becomes  a  scholar. 
It  requires  training  and  discipline 
to  be  an  athlete.  Only  yesterdgy,  in 
a  temperature  of  104,  we  saw  ath¬ 
letes  training  for  the  coming  foot¬ 
ball  season.  The  musician  who 
would  sing  or  play  well  must  go 
through  days,  weeks,  years  of  train¬ 
ing  that  would  break  weaker  souls. 
The  reward  comes  when  he  stands 
before  the  masses  and  thrills  them 
with  a  voice  or  instrumental  music. 

If  people  are  willing  to  pass 
through  such  periods  of  testing  and 
training  in  order  to  excel  in  these 
fields  of  human  endeavor,  how 
much  more  should  we  be  willing 
to  accept  the  discipline  necessary 
in  order  to  be  trained,  tested,  useful 
workers  in  God’s  kingdom. 

"When  He  Has  Stood  the  Test" 

James  says,  “Blessejd  is  the  man 
who  endures  trial.’r  There  are  some 
parts  of  the  Bible,  historical  or  nar¬ 
rative,  where  divine  inspiration 
might  not  have  been  necessary  for 
the  writer.  There  are  other  passages 
of  scripture  which  bear  on  their 
very  face  the  stamp  of  a  divine 
revelation.  Left  to  human  prompt¬ 
ings,  James,  or  ourselves,  in  writing 
our  memory  verse  would  likely 
have  said,  “Blessed  is  the  man  who 
has  no  temptations  or  trials.”  How¬ 
ever,  James  says  “Blessed  is  the 
man  who  endures,”  and  tells  us  that 
the  deeper,  abiding  joys  of  life  come 
only  after  we  have  “stood  the  test.” 

The  writer  was  converted  at  the 
age  of  20,  along  with  quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  associates,  with  whom  he 
had  drifted  a  long  distance  from 
the  church.  Most  of  these  associ¬ 
ates  soon  returned  to  the  old  way 
of  life.  Ask  we  watched  them  turn 
back,  one  by  one,  our  early  Chris¬ 
tian  life  was  lived  under  a  shadow 
of  fear  that  we  too  might  fail  in 
our  Christian  dedication  and  turn 
back  to  a  way  of  life  we  knew  held 
no  real  hope.  Temptations  did  come 
thick  and  fast.  Some,  we  felt,  were 
as  strong  and  severe  as  could  ever 
come  again.  With  the  help  of  the 
Lord  and  the  church  we  “stood  the 
test.”  There  then  settled  on  our1 
life,  and  only  then,  a  joy  apd  con¬ 
fidence,  religiously,  that  was  impos¬ 
sible  before  these  testing  times  had 
come.  We  knew  then  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  turn  back.  We 
learned,  through  a  trying  experi¬ 
ence,  the  truthfulness  of  the'  words 
of  James,  “Blessed — or  happy—is 
the  man  who  endures  trial.” 

We  can  know  our  own  strength 
only  after  we  have  gone  through 
times  of  testing.  Our  friends  know 
the  strength  of  our  dedication  only 
after  they  have  seen  us  go  through 
trials  and  temptations,  victorious^ 
Abraham  was  called  upon  to  offer 
Isaac,  the  son  of  his  old  age,  as  a 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  worship' 
The  Lord  let  him  move  on  with 
purpose  to  obey  the  command  un¬ 
til  he  stood  beside  the  altar,  wn 
knife  in  hand,  ready  to  make  m 
sacrifice.  There  he  was  stopped  W 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  who,  speal<inj 
for  the  Lord,  said:  “Now  I  kn° 
that  thou  fearest  God.”  Hence,  a'5(J 
our  faith  and  strength  are  reveals 
to  God  through  the  manner  ’ 
which  we  face  trials  and  tempi3 
tions.  : 
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CENTENARY  CHOIR 
RETURNS  FROM 
FAR  EAST 

The  sights  and  sounds  of  home 
have  assumed  a  new  glamor  for 
members  of  the  Centenary  College 
Choir  after  45  days  in  the  exotic, 
but  often  •  uncomfortable,  Far  East. 

A  Delta  C  and  S  plane  spilled  its 
cargo  of  29  weary  young  singers 
onto  the  runway  of  the  Greater 
Shreveport  Municipal  Airport  at 
7:57  a.m.  Thursday  (Aug.  16)  and 
immediately  the  choir  members 
were  engulfed  by  crowds  of  rela¬ 
tives,  friends  and  newspaper  re¬ 
porters. 

Director  A.  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran, 
grinning  broadly,  walked  to  his 
waiting  wife  and  son,  Dick,  only 
after  overseeing  the  disembarkation 
of  all  his  charges.  Not  until  each 
was  reunited  with  his  family  did 
the  popular  choir  mentor  consider 
his  work  completed. 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College  and  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  touring  troupe,  looked 
fit  and  tanned  after  his  45  days  in 
the  land  he  grew  to  know  and  love 
while  a  professor  in  Kwansei-Gak- 
uin  University  near  Kobe,  Japan. 
For  him,  the  tour  had  proved  an 
opportunity  to  revisit  familiar 
scenes  and  hunt  up  old  friends,  un¬ 
seen  but  well  remembered  for  some 
twenty  years. 

The  choir,  which  normally  in¬ 
cludes  49  singers  but  which  had  to 
be  reduced  in  size  because  of  trans¬ 
portation  limitations  for  the  over¬ 
seas  tour,  reported  happily  on  the 
success  of  the  trip. 

The  group,  which  left  Shreveport 
by  way  of  Dallas,  San  Francisco, 
Honolulu  and  Wake  Island,  spent 
the  initial  ten  days  of  the  tour  sing¬ 
ing  in  and  around  the  Tokyo  area. 
The  next  phase  of  the  tour  was  in 
Korea,  where  international  history 
of  recent  years  became  a  living,  vi¬ 
tal  force  studied,  as  it  was,  at  the 
very  sites  of  events  which  made 
newspaper  headlines  throughout  the 
world.  The  final  week  was  con¬ 
sumed  in  concerts  given  to  Ameri¬ 
can  military  men  stationed  on  Oki¬ 
nawa.  / 

For  Director  Voran,  the  tour  of¬ 
fered  first-hand  proof  of  the  value 
of  training  methods  long  followed 
on  the  Centenary  College  campus. 
The  discipline  and  spirit  of  good 
sportsmanship  which  are  integral 
parts  of  the  choir  training  program 
Proved  their  worth  at  a  time  when 
promptness,  sense  of  humor  and 
the  ability  to  “rough  it”  without 
complaint  were  essential  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  all. 

“Cheesy  Voran  has  an  almost  unX 
canny  ,  ability  to  sense  what  will 
please  an  audience,”  Dr.  Mickle  de¬ 
clared.  “He  knew  just  what  songs 
to  include  in  the  programs,  and  the 
long,  loud  applause  the  choir  re¬ 
ceived  everywhere  was  most  grat¬ 
ifying.  Even  more  gratifying,  though, 
was  the  praise  which  the  choir 
earned  for  its  excellent  behavior 


CHAPEL  AT  NOEL 
MEMORIAL  > 
DEDICATED  • 

The  recently  -  completed  Addie 
Noel  Lane  Memorial  Chapel,  the 
newest  structure  of  the  Shreveport 
Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
building  program  was  dedicated  by 
Bishop  Paul  E.  ^Martin  on  Tuesday, 
August  14,  at  7:30  p.m.  Assisting 
were  Dr.  b!  C.  Taylor,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  Dr.  F.  M.  Freeman,  former 
pastor  at  Noel  Memorial  and  Dr. 
John  J.  Rasmussen,  present  pastor. 

The  chapel,  built  at  a  cost  of 
$112,000,  was  given  to  the  church 
by  Charles  W.  Lane,  husband  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Addie  Noel  Lane,  and 
by  her  children  and  grandchildren. 
Mrs.  Lane  was  a  charter  member 
and  active  participant  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  church,  which  was  built 
by  her  father  in  memory  of  James 
S.  Noel,  Jr.  Mrs.  Lane  died  at  her 
home  in  Shreveport  on  September 
11,  1952. 

The  prayer  room  in  the  chapel 
was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  V. 
McGimsey  in  memory  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Gimsey’s  mother  and  the  bride’s 
room  was  given  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Bow¬ 
den  as  a  memorial  to  her  late  hus¬ 
band. 

The  new  building  was  designed 
to  seat  150  people.  Completely  air- 
conditioned,  it  is  constructed  of 
open-truss  ceiling  design,  which 
gives  it  the  characteristics  of  tra¬ 
ditional  English  or  Gothic  type  of 
architecture. 

The  bride’s  room  and  prayer  room 
are  connected  with  the  church 
sanctuary  and  '  the  new  Activities 
Building  by  arcades.  The  aisles  and 
altar  are  completely  .carpeted.  The 
windows  are  of  a  leaded  art  glass 
in  brilliant  colors  of  the  symbolic 
designs. 


Leaders  Report  Successful  Mission  School 

By  Margaret  McDonald 

The  16th  annual  School  of  Missions  and  Christian  Service,  concluded 
Friday  on  the  Centenary  College  campus,  was  termed  “highly  successful 
by  those  participating. 

The  five-day  program  attracted  a  total  enrollment  of  267  Methodist 
women  leaders  from  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference,  according  to 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Haley  of  Homer,  dean  of  the  school.  In  addition,  some  50  visitors 
attended  the  various  officers’  clinics  and  workshops.  , 

Courses  and  instructors  who  assisted  in  the  school  were  the  following: 
Miss  Mary  Searcy  of  Columbia,  Mo.,  former  teacher  in  Japanese  schools 
operated  by  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Service,  “Southeast  Asia”; 
Mrs.  Roy  A.  Dillon,  Oklahoma  City,  well-known  teacher  in  conference 
schools  of  missions,  “Mission  Field  —  USA”;  Mrs.  George  Sexton  of 
Shreveport,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  of  Jonesboro  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton  of 
Lake  Charles,  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches”,  and  Mrs.  J.  Russell 
Henderson  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  president  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference, 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  “Youth  In  a  Responsible  Society”. 

_ i _ Dr.  John  J.  Rasmussen  of  Shreve- 
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and  complete  cooperation.” 

As  for  Voran,  he  laughingly- 
brushed  aside  alt-  personal  praise 
and  gave  full  credit  to  the  members 
of  his  choir. 

“I’ve  always  been  proud  of  the 
singers,”  he  said,  “but  never  more 
proud  than  when  they  turned  in 
such  fine  performances  under  the 
most  adverse  of  conditions.  Later, 
they  will  forget  all  the.  hardships 
and  remember  only  the  pleasures 
and  wonderful  experiences  of  the 
trip,  but,  while  it  was  in  progress, 
it  was  often  extremely  difficult. 
Every  one  of  them  was  a  real 
trouper,  and  the  show  went  on  de¬ 
spite  drenching  downpours,  lack  of 
sleep  and  long  hours  on  the  road 
in  oppressive  heat.  Not  once  did 
they  let  me  down.” 


West  Monroe  First 
Church  Occupies 
New  Building 

The  congregation  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe 
moved  into  the  new  educational 
building  on  Sunday,  July  22.  The 
structure  which  had  its  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremonies  on  last  Labor 
Day,  is  now  in  the  final  steps  of 
completion.  Although  a  few  finish¬ 
ing  jobs  have  hot  been  completed, 
the  building  was  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy  on  July  22. 

The  new  building  was  designed 
by  H.  H.  Land,  Jr.,  architect.  Tom 
Sanders  acted  as  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee  and  as  general 
manager  of  the  building  program. 
Rev.  W.  D.  Milton,  pastor  of  the 
church,  guided  the  building  program 
from  the  beginning. 

Members  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee,  besides  the  chairman,  are:  D. 
C.  Metcalf,  Earl  Hamm,  R.  G.  Tay¬ 
lor,  Norman  Rushing,  Ray  Sher- 
rard,  F.  C.  McConnell,  Charles  Chis¬ 
holm,  Myatt  McClendon,  W.  L.  Her¬ 
ron,  Amos  Hood  and  Raymond  Pot¬ 
ter. 

The  building  is  a  two-story  fire¬ 
proof,'  brick  building  consisting  of 
39  rooms.  On  the  first  floor  the 
front  north  wing  consists  of  a  chap¬ 
el,  pastor’s  study,  secretary’s  office 
and  library.  The  front  south  wing 
consists  of  a  nursery  and  two  rooms 
for  the  Beginners.  The  downstairs 
rear  wing  is.  occupied  by  the  Pri¬ 
mary  Department.  This  wing  con¬ 
sists  of  an  assembly  room  and  six 
classrooms. 

Upstairs  the  front  north  wing 
consists  of  two  assembly  rooms  for 
•  the  Youth  Department,  one  for  the 
Seniors  and  one  for  the  Intermedi¬ 
ates.  The  front  south  wing  consists 
of  seven  classrooms  for  the  Youth 
Department.  The  rear  second  floor 
wing  is  occupied  by  the  Junior  De¬ 
partment.  It  consists  of  an  assembly 
room  and  six  adjoining  classrooms. 
There  are  10  restrooms  in  the  build¬ 
ing.  There  is  an  equipment  room 
where  the  switchboards  are  located. 

Two  other  phases  of  the  building 
program  remain  to  be  completed, 
rebuilding  of  the  old  Sunday  School 


port,  pastor  of  Noel  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  served  as  platform 
speaker  at  the  evening  programs 
held  each  day  in  the  Brown  Mem¬ 
orial  Chapel. 

The  following  persons  appeared 
on  the  mi^isonary  hour  held  each 
morning:  Miss  lone  Clay  of  Dublin, 
Tex.,  former  missionary  to  Cuba; 
Miss  Geraldine  Hunt  of  Haynesvilie* 
serving  a$  a  US-2  under  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Division  of  Christian  Service; 
Miss  Pat  Alexander  of  Sterlington, 
former  missionary  in  Uruguay;  Miss 
Joanne  Lay  of  Gilliam,  who  has 
been  working  for  the  past  several 
months  among  the  migrants  of 
Michigan  and  Ohio;  Miss  Sheila 
Nuttall,  LaCombe,  who  is  a  deacon¬ 
ess  working  under  the  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Christian  Service  in  St. 
Tammany  Parish,  and  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Thompson  of  Shreveport,  for 
the  past  ten  years  a  worker  in  rural 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  deaconess.  Miss  Hunt, 
Miss  Alexander ,  and  Miss  Lay  all 
are  graduates  of  Centenary  College. 

The  total  attendance  included 
the  following  representation  by 
districts:  Alexandria,  10;  Baton 
Rouge,  27;  Lafayette,  15;  Lake 
Charles,  15;  Monroe,  15;  New  Or¬ 
leans,  11;  Ruston,  20,  and  Shreve¬ 
port,  152.  Two  United  Church  Wo¬ 
men,  representing  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  completed  the  total  of  267. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones  of  New  Orleans, 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  which 
sponsored  the  school,  issued  the 
following  statement  following  the 
School  of  Missions: 

“We  feel  this  was  the  finest 
Louisiana  Conference  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions  ever  "held  on  the  Centenary 
campus,  and  the  teachers  report  the 
highest  quality  of  work  on  the  part 
of  the  women.  The  visiting  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  deaconesses  deepen  ecf 
the  interest  in  the  work  in  30  for¬ 
eign  countries  as  well  as  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  of  the  U.S.A.” 


classes  located  behind  the  church 
auditorium  and.  joining  on  to  the 
new  educational  building  and  the 
remodeling  and  extending  of  the 
auditorium.  These  two  projects  will 
be  done  at  a  later  date,  according 
to  announcement. 


DR.  WINNIFRED  ‘  SEEGERS,  connected  with 
New  York  Medical  College,  is  visiting  her 
parents,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  A.  Seegers, 
Gueydan. 

REV.  G.  AVERY  LEE,  pastor  of  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Ruston,  was  the  guest  preacher 
at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  Sun¬ 
day,  August  12.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor. 

REV.  W.  D.  KLEINSCHMIDT,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  was  guest 
preacher  at  Thibodaux  Methodist^  Church,  Sun¬ 
day,  August  12.  Rev.  R.  M.  Miller  is  pastor. 

LEWIS  GANNAWAY  was  elected  Lay  Leader 
of  the  Sterlington  Methodist  Church  at  a 
special  Quarterly  Conference  held  recently  at 
the  church.  Frank  Roach  will  be  his  co-worker. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor  at  Sterlington. 

REV.  ANGUS  L.  CARRUTH,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Tangipahoa,  will  be 
the  guest  preacher  in  revival  services  at  the 
Fisher  Methodist  Church,  August  20-25.  Rev. 
C.  J.  T.  Cotten  is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  M.  WILKES,  pastor  of  the  Gonzales 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  preacher 
for  evangelistic  services  held  at  the  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Church  at  Prairieville,  August 
5-12.  Rev.  John  Keller  is  pastor. 

DR.  W.  L.  DOSS,  JR.,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was  guest  preacher  at 
the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  July 
31,  and  Sunday,  August  5,  in  the  absence  of  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  who  with  Mrs. 
Mijdyett  was  on  vacation. 

p^BERT  P.  LAY,  Conference  Lay  Leader,  at- 
'tended  the  organizational  meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of  Lay  Activities  which  was  held 
in  Chicago  at  the  Congress  Hotel,  August  18-19. 
At  this  meeting  the  officers  were  elected  and 
the  executive  committee  elected  for  the  new 
quadrennium. 

EV.  GEORGE  F.  PEARCE,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  is 
guest  preacher  for  revival  services  being  held 
at  the  Zwolle  Methodist  Church,  August  19-24. 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  pastor  of  Pleasartt  Hill  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  in  charge  of  the  song  service. 
Rev.  James  W.  Lawton  is  pastor  at  Zwolle. 

REV.  ANGUS  CARRUTH,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Tangipahoa,  was  guest 
preacher  at  revival  services  held  at  the  Mont¬ 
pelier  Methodist  Church  August  13-19.  August 
19  was  home  coming  at  the  church  with  a  basket 
dinner  served  immediately  following  the  morn¬ 
ing  service.  Rev.  Sydney  E.  Sterrett  is  pastor. 

EV.  TERRELL  LOWE,  pastor  of  the  Harmony 
Chapel  and  Wesley  charge,  was  the  guest 
preacher  for  revival  services  which  began  at 
the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Gibsland,  Au¬ 
gust  6.  Byron  Johnson  was  in  charge  of  the 
music,  and  Mrs.  Lynn  Sherrill  was  pianist.  Rev. 
Joe  H.  Robinson  is  pastor. 

DR.  WEBB  D.  POMEROY,  acting  head  of  the 
Bible  Department  at  Centenary  College,  has 
just  concluded  a  week-long  series  of  instructions 
for  church  school  workers  at  the  Fii*st  Methodist 
Church  of  Leesville,  Rev.  Oakley  Lee,  pastor. 
The  series  opened  Monday,  and  each  evening’s 
class  was  followed  by  a  worship  service  at  the 
church. 

REV.  HENRY  BLOUNT,  pastor  of  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  was  the  guest  preach¬ 


er  for  revival  services  at  the  Doyline  Methodist 
Church,  July  29- August  3.  The  music  was  under 
the  direction  of  Gordon  Thompson.  The  choir  of 
the  Broadmoor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport^ 
provided  special  music  at  one  evening  service. 
Rev.  L.  J.  Futch  is  pastor  of  the  Doyline  church. 

THE  KENTWOOD  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Baton  Rouge,  was  presented  a  new  spinet 
type  Wurlitzer  piano  by  Mrs.  Herbert  Broyles 
and  family  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Spears  and 
family  in  memory  of  Mr.  Herbert  Broyles,  who 
passed  away  in  April,  1955.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broyles 
had  been  members  of  the  church  for  over  fifty 
years.  He  was  Church  School  Superintendent 
over  thirty-five  years. 

MRS.  MARY  I.  HOOVER  of  Shreveport,  a 
member  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church,  has  accepted  the  position  of  school  nurse 
at  Centenary  College,  beginning  in  September. 
She  took  her  nurses’  training  at  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Dallas,  Texas,  and  earned  her  BA  degree 
at  Texas  State  College  for  Women,  Denton, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Hoover  will  maintain  offices  in  the 
Haynes  Memorial  Gymnasium. 

WILFRED  GUERIN,  instructor  in  English  at 
Centenary  College  since  1953,  left  last  week 
for  New  Orleans,  where  he  will  begin  work 
toward  his  PhD.  degree  under  a  fellowship  from 
the  Southern  Fellowship  Fund  of  the  Council 
of  Southern  Universities,  Inc.  Mr.  Guerin  also 
earned  his  BA  and  MA  degrees  at  Tulane.  He 
plans  to  return  to  his  teaching  post  at  Centenary 
upon  the  completion  of  his  studies. 

Ministerial  students  filled  the  pulpit 

of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Mansfield, 
while  the  pastor,  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  was 
on  vacation.  On  August  5  Len  Trippe  brought 
both  the  morning  and  evening  messages.  Len 
has  had  one  year  and  a  summer  at  Centenary 
College.  On  August  12  John  Jones  brought  both 
messages.  John  has  had  two  years  and  a  summer 
at  Centenary  College.  On  August  19  both  Len 
and  John  preached. 

FAMILY  NIGHT  was  observed  at  the  Wilhite 
Methodist  Church,  Friday  night,  August  3. 
The  special  event  of  the  evening  was  a  lemon 
party.  Each  person  brought  a  lemon,  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  church  a  penny  for  each  seed 
found  in  his  lemon.  High  contributor  was  Miss 
Kqye  Wilhite,  whose  lemon  contained  25  seeds; 
however  Frank  Wilhite  donated  fifty  cents  when 
he  found  that  his  lemon  was  seedless.  After  re¬ 
freshments  a  film  on  the  life  of  Paul  was  shown 
by.  the  pastor,  Rev.  Bob  IJearne. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  METHODIST  YOUTH 
SUB-DISTRICT  GROUP  met  Tuesday,  Au- 
guest  14,  in  the  New  Orleans  City  Park  for  a 
program  which  included  recreation,  business, 
group  singing,  picnic  supper  and  a  vesper  serv¬ 
ice.  Rev.  Robert  E.  Parrott,  associate  pastor  of 
Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  church,  was 
leader  of  the  worship  service.  Miss  Evelyn 
Vairiq,  recreation  chairman,  was  in  charge  of 
activities,  and  Larry  Haag,  group  president,  pre¬ 
sided.  Miss  Rosalie  Ball  assisted  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Parrott  in  the  worship  service. 

THE  WINNSBORO  METHODIST  CHURCH 
initiated  a  “dial  a  prayer”  service  in  the 
Winnsboro  area  Saturday  morning,  August  4. 
A  telephonfe  call  to  the  church  brought  the 
listener  one  minute  of  prayer.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
W.  H.  Bengtson,  William  R.  Baker,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  T.  L.  Foreman,  tele¬ 


phone  company  district  manager  were  at  the 
church  and  observed  thei  operation  of  the  auto¬ 
matic  answering  devise  during  the  initial  call. 
This  new  service  will  be  in  use  twenty-four 
hours  a  day,  and  will  be  changed  every  few 
days. 

R.  WILLIAM  EDWIN  SANGSTER,  minister 
of  Westminster  Central  Hall,  London,  was 
guest  on  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System’s 
network  television  program,  Lamp  Unto  My 
Feet,  Sunday,  August  19.  The  half-hour  pro¬ 
gram,  using  a  format  of  drama  and  discussion, 
opened  with  a  fifteen-minute  dramatization 
prepared  by  Milton  Wayne.  In  effect,  it  asked 
the  question,  “Why  Religion?”  Originating  in 
the  New  York  studios  of  WCBS-TV,  the  program 
was  carried  on  approximately  70  of  the  net¬ 
work’s  television  stations.  In  some  areas  it  is 
presented  by  delayed  telecast  at  a  later  date. 
Consult  local  newspapers  for  time  and  station. 

TWO  new  courses  have  been  added  to  the 
schedule  of  the  evening  division  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  for  the  first  time,  starting  in 
September.  Jack  Thompson,  credit  representa¬ 
tive  for  the  Shreveport  Wholesale  Credit  Men’s 
Association,  will  teach  a  class  in  credits  and 
collection  problems.  Centenary  and  the  associ¬ 
ation  are  co-operating  in  sponsoring  the  course. 
Edmund  M.  Parker,  associate  professor  of  ap¬ 
plied  mathematics,  will  teach  a  course  in  blue¬ 
print  reading,  designed  to  be  of  assistance  to  all 
homeowners  as  well  as  to  persons  in  the  build¬ 
ing  trades.  Edgar  Burks,  director  of  the  evening 
division,  said  registrations  will  be  accented  from 
September  10  through  September  14. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  has  been  elected  secretary  of  the 
advisory  committee,  Division  of  Educational  In¬ 
stitutions,  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 
Dr.  Mickle  also  was  elected  to  the  laymen’s 
division  of  the  Board’4  division  of  educational 
institutions.  He  was  named  to  the  personnel 
committee,  nominating  committee  and  commit¬ 
tee  on  public  relations  and  finance,  all  coming 
under  jurisdiction  of  the  executive  committee. 
Dr.  Mickle  has  been  in  the  Far  East  since  July 
1.  He  is  accompanying  the  Centenary  College 
Choir  on  its  45-day  tour  of  Japan,  Korea  and 
Okinawa.  The  group  was  expected  to  return 

last  week. 

—  % 

REV.  AND  MRS.  W.  D.  BODDIE  and  family 
of  Rayville  are  attending  the  School  of 
Evangelism,  the  Prayer  School,  and  the  Candler 
Camp  Meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  August  19-26.  As  Conference  Secretary  of 
Evangelism,  Mr.  Boddie  is  representing  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Guest  speakers  at  the 
Rayville  Methodist  Church  during  Mr.  Boddie’s 
absence  are  as  follows:  August  19,  Rev.  Jack 
Blakeman,  Rayville  Ministerial  student  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College;  and  Rev.  Oscar  Cloyd,  pastor  of 
the  Little  Creek-Union  Methodist  Churches; 
August  26,  Mike  John,  layman  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  and  Rev.  W.  L.  Strong,  Holly 
Ridge  Ministerial  Student  at  Louisiana  Tech. 
Presiding  at  the  services  will  be  Marshall  M. 
Cloud,  chairman  of  the  Official  Board;  W.  D. 
Cotton,  Church  Lay  Leader;  Lasley  Richardson, 
vice-chairman  of  the  Official  Board;  and  Joe 
Kalil,  president  of  the  Methodist  Men. 


MRS.  ETTA  B.  HALL  DIES 
IN  ALEXANDRIA 

Mrs.  Etta  B.  Hall,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  W. 
E.  Hall,  long  time  member  of  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference,  died  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana, 
Saturday,  August  11.  Mrs.  Hall  was  the  mother 
of  Rev.  Claude  O.  Hall,  pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana,  and  Rev.  E.  H. 
Hall,  pastor  of  the  Dell  Circuit  in  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference. 
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Editoriql 

Is  & here  No  One 
Protest? 

MOST  of  us  past  middle  age  can  remember 
when  the  wet  and  dry  issue  was  present 
in  practically  every  election  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the 
township  constable.  The  drys  lost  many  of  these 
contests  but  they  never  lost  sight  of  their  goal 
and  the  fight  continued  until  the  18th  amend¬ 
ment  became  a  part  of  our  constitution.  While 
there  were  many  dry  organizations  in  this  fight, 
the  movement  was  led  by  and  undergirded  by 
the  church. 

Sincte  the  repeal  of  the  18th  amendment,  the 
liquor  question  has  largely  ceased  to  be  an  issue  • 
in  elections.  Our  major  parties,  in  both  national 
and  state  platforms,  by-pass  the  matter  as  if  it 
were  not  a  problem  in  our  American  life.  This 
failure  to  mention  the  wet-dry  issue  in  party 
platforms  is  so  common  that  it  no  longer  even 
provokes  comment. 

Nevertheless,  a  thing  is  happening  just  now 
that  should  startle  and  awaken  the  soberminded, 
Christian  citizenship  of  America.  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  presented  sixteen  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  platform  committed  of  the 
Democratic  Natiohal  Convention  whiph  met  in 
Chicago  last  week.  It  is  announced*  that  these 
sarhe  recommendations  will  be  presented  to  the 
Republican  National  Convention  meeting  this 
week. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  states 
that  its  recommendations  deal  with  “present  day 
problems,”  and  that  they  are  “not  political  but 
theological,”  meaning,  we  suppose  moral  and 
religious.  The  Council  states  that  “it  is  fair  to 
assume  that  statements  of  the  Board  reflect 
widely  prevailing  opinions  throughout  the  con¬ 
stituency.”  Let  it  be  said  that  the  constituency 
of  the  Council  consists,  with  few  exceptions,  of 
the  Protestant  churches  in  America. 

The  alarming  thing  about  these  sixteen 
recommendations,  made  by  the  top  agency  of 
Protestantism  in  America,  is  the  fact  that,  in 
these  sixteen  recommendations,  that  covered 
everything  from  religious  freedom  to  decency  in 
politics,  from  school  integration  to  the  rights  of 
Indians  and  migrant  workers,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  reference  to  the  liquor  problem,  which, 
without  doubt  is  one  of  the  major  problems  con¬ 
fronting  our  nation  which,  if  not  checked,  will 
threaten  our  national  survival.  ^ 


Politicians,  today,  habitually  by-pass  the 
liquor  problem.  May  GQd  have  mercy  on  the 
America  of  tomorrow,  if  me  church  follows  their 
example  and  leaves  no  one  to  protest  this  deadly 
danger. 

c fAre  ^Ministers 
^ Breaking  *1 Down ? 

READERS  of  the  August  20  issue  of  Life 
magazine  were  confronted  with  an  article 
“Why  Ministers  Are  Breaking  Down” 
which  presents  in  a  rather  adequate  man¬ 
ner  the  many-sided  aspects  of  the  average  min¬ 
ister’s  work.  The  writer,  Rev.  Wesley  Shrader, 
Yale  Divinity  School  professor,  suggests  that  the 
unprecedented  demands  on  today’s  pastors  are 
taking  their  toll  in  “breakdowns”  among  these 
church  leaders. 

We  believe  that  Dr.  Shrader,  himself  a  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  for  19  years,  has  done  the  nation’s 
church  membership  a  great  service  in  pointing 
up  the  excessive  demands  made  on  a  minister’s 
time.  We  have  been  convinced  for  some  time 
that  the  average  churchgoer  has  little  conception 
of  the  immensity  of  the  pastor’s  task  or  the 
“pressure”  under  which  he  operates.  Many  lay 
people  closely  associated  with  their  pastor  are 
acquainted  with  these  demands  and  are  sym¬ 
pathetic  with  the  situation.  But  the  number  of 
such  lay  people  is  altogether  insufficient.  There 
may  have  been  a  time  when  the  head  of  a  church 
had  ample  time  to  study  for  next  Sunday’s  ser¬ 
mons,  visit  those  who  need  the  church’s  ministry, 
and  administer  the  affairs  of  the  church’s  pro¬ 
gram,  but  this  is  scarcely  true  today. 

Furthermore,  Dr.  Shrader  and  Life  maga¬ 
zine  have  done  the  ministers  of  oUr  churches  a 
real  service  in  pointing  out  what  most  ministers 
would  be  reluctant  to  suggest — too  much  is  being 
expected  of  them  in  many  situations.  Ministers 
are  on  intimate  terms  with  other  successful  pro¬ 
fessional  men  of  whom  much  is  also  expected 
and  who  give  much,  and  ministers  as  a  group 
would  simply  not  complain  about  their  own  lot. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  observation  is  that 
ministers  are  bearing  up  exceptionally  well  un¬ 
der  the  strain  of  their  calling,  better  so,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  than  many  other  professions.  It  would  be 
expected  that  there  would  be  an  occasional 
breakdown  when  you  think  of  the  thousands  of 
ministers  at  work  in  America’s  churches,  but  we 
venture  to  say  that  if  the  truth- were  known,  to¬ 
day’s  ministers  are  meeting  demands  made  on 
them  with  fewer  casualties  than  other  profes- 


SATAN  THE  SIFTER 

The  setting  of  this  story  is  the  Last  Supper 
of  our  Lord  in  an  upper  room  in  Jerusalem. 
Jesus  has  passed  the  bread  and  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  as  symbols  of  His  great  gift  to  mankind. 
But  even  in  this  sacred  moment  some  of  the  apos¬ 
tles  begin  to  argue  about  who  may  be  able 
to  secure  the  best  appointments  in  the  new 
kingdom  that  they  expect  to  see  created  soon. 

Wheat  threshing  in  Jesus’  day  was  done 
entirely  without  machinery.  A  “threshing  floor” 
was  laid  out  on  a  small  rise  in  the  form  of  a 
circle.  The  ripe  wheat  was  thrown  within  the 
circle.  Beasts  of  burden  drew  wooden  sleds  over 
the  wheat  or  trampled  it  so  that  the  husk  or 
chaff  was  knocked  off  the  grain.  The  “sifters” 
picked  up'  the  straw  constantly  with  forks  and 
-tossed  jt  lightly  into  the  air  so  that  the  breeze 
could  drive  away  the  chaff  and  allow  the  heav-  y 
ier  grain  to  fall  to  the  floor,  to  be  gathered  later 
into  sacks  and  stored.  The  “sifter”  was  an  im¬ 
portant  man  at  threshing  time.  If  he  tossed  the 
straw  carelessly  with  the  wind,  much  grain 
would  be  lost. 

That  is  why  satan  wanted  to  sift  the  apos¬ 
tles  “like  wheat”.  That  also  is  why  Jesus  was  so 
concerned  about  it.  Because  even  though  Jesus 
had  lived  before  His  followers  the  life  He  wantd 
them  to  imitate,  there  was  still  danger  that 
these  men  might  allow  themselves  to  be  “sifted” 
by  satan. 

Satan  is  still  trying  to  get  at  every  Christian 
and  sift  him  or  her.  The  winds  of  selfishness  and 
„  ease  can  blow  any  Christian  away  from  God’s 
threshing  floor  if  he  will  permit  himself  to  be 
changed  from  his  true  Christian  course.  Satan’s 
pitchfork  is  not  an  instrument  to  stab  into  ac¬ 
tion,  but  into  unconcern.  The  wind  may  seem 
pleasant  at  the  time,  but  it  can  easily  blow  us 
out  of  reach  of  God.  Why  not  let  God  sift  our 
lives  instead  of  satan?  We  will  be  so  much  hap¬ 
pier  and  more  useful. 


sional  groups.  We  would  hope  that  Life’s  read¬ 
ers  will  not  conclude  most  ministers  ^ooner  or 
later  will  need  psychiatric  help. 


A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


DOES  LIFE  MAKE  SENSE? 

Meaningless  existence  is  intolerable.  We  feel  that  just  as  two  and  two 
make  four,  so  our  days  and  years  are  meant  to  add  up  to  something.  But 
to  what  meaning  do  they  add?  • 

Think  of  the  things  that  happen  to  a  man.  He  is  born,  grows  up,  goes 
to  school,  gets  the  measles,  breaks  a  leg.  At  eighteen  he  is  drafted  into  the 
Army,  spends  three  years  fighting  his  fellow  man.  He 
returns  home,  is  married,  raises  a  family.  He  sacrifices 
for  his  children,  works  on  his  farm  or  in  an  office  or 
factory,  saves  for  his  old  age.  His  childreh  are  then 
caught  in  another  war.  He  loses  a  son.  He  begins  to 
age,  his  health  weakens,  he  dies,  is  buried.  He  is  seen 
no  more.  What  is  the  meaning  of  it  all? 

Or  consider  the  events  a  man  sees  on  the  stage 
of  history.  I  first  became  aware  of  the  world’s  events  at 
the  turn  of  the  century.  There  was  a  war  between  Rus¬ 
sia  and  Japan.  Europe  was  the  mecca  of  tourists.  Our 

_  teachers  went  to  study  in  the  Old  World;  especially  in 

Germany.  Diplomats  said  smooth  things.  Nations  pretended  to  be  friendly? 
Then  in  1914  war  broke  out  and  we  were  drawn  in.  Peace  finally  came,  a 
jazz  era  followed,  the  booming  1920’s  boosted  fortunes  which  the  depressing 
1930’s  destroyed.  Then  came  a  second  world  war,  far  more  global  than  the 
other. 

What  is  history?  The  spectacle  often  makes  me  think  of  something  Ham¬ 
ilton  Gibbs  wrote  after  the  First  World  War.  One  of  his  characters  goes 
down  across  Europe  and  likens  what  he  sees  to  blind-folded  camels  turning 
an  Egyptian  water  wheel.  In  their  blindness  they  imagine  themselves  trav¬ 
eling  great  distances,  but  in  reality  they  are  going  over  the  same  old  mill 
round.  Is  history  just  a  vicious  circle  of  recurring  wars  and  calamities? 

People  Seek  Answers 

Growing  numbers  of  thoughtful  persons  are  seeking  answers  to  the 
meaning  of  life  and  history.  That  is  why  they  turn  so  eagerly  to  the  books 
of  Toynbee  the  historian  and  Niebuhr  the  theologian.  That  is  why  men 
follow  their  favorite  columnjsts  and  news  interpreters.  Serious  people  not 
only  want  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  world  but  also  where  it  is  going 


and  how  to  keep  going. 

But  in  all  this  search  for  the  clues  to  life’s  meaning,  why  not  consult 
the  Bible  more?  A  minister  tells  that  some  time  ago  he  was  in  his  study 
preparing  a  sermon.  His  little  five-year-old  daughter  came  to  the  door 
with  a  newspaper  in  her  hand  and  said,  “Daddy,  read  me  the  funnies.”  He 
replied,  “I  can’t.  I  must  get  out  my  sermon.”  The  little  girl  said,  “Oh,  I 
thought  you  got  sermons  out  of  books.”  “No,”  anwered  the  father,  “you 
have  to  study  and  get  sermons  out  of  your  head.”  “Well”  she  said,  “Daddy, 
why  don’t  you  fool  the  people  this  time  and  get  it  out  of  the  Bible?” 

This  little  girl’s  remark  might  well  be  taken  to  heart  for  it  sometimes 
seems  that  even  preachers  talk  about  almost  everything  except  the  Bible. 
The  Bible  is  still  the  best  seller,  but  sales  do  not  always  mean  faithful 
readers.' 

Bible's  Prescriptions  \ 

Do  we  think  that  history  has  no  meaning  and  the  human  race  is  not 
going  anywhere?  Then  let  Isaiah  speak  for  the  great  prophets  of  Scripture: 
“He  (God)  will  not  fail  or  be  discouraged  till  he  has  established  justice  in 
the  earth.” 

Do  we  feel  that  our  little  lives  are  not  noticed  by  a  God  who  has  mil¬ 
lions  of  stars  on  His  hands?  Listen  to  Jesus:  “Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for 
a  penny?  And  not  one  of  them  will  fall  to  the  ground  without  your 
Father’s  will.  But  even  the  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered.  Fear  not, 
therefore.  You  are  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows.” 

Are  we  weighed  down  with  worry  that  our  sins  cannot  be  forgiven? 
Then  listen  to  John:  “If  we  confess  our  sins,  He  (God)  is  faithful  and  just 
and  will  forgive  our  sins  and  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.” 

Yes,  this  universe  means  something  and  it  means  well.  “God  so  loved 
the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  Son,  that  whoever  believes  in  him  should 
not  perish  but  have  eternal  life.” 

Oh,  do  yorr  say,  but  these  are  only  words.  How  do  we  know  they  are 
true?  Well  how  do  you  come  to  have  faith  in  the  medicine  you  buy  at 
the  drugstore  on  the  corner?  The  nearest  drugstore  to  my  home  was  es¬ 
tablished  over  fifty  years  ago.  That  fact  helps  to  give  me  confidence.  Then 
I,  have  seen  people  getting  medicines  there  —  and  they  seem  to  be  helped 
by  them.  Furthermore,  I  have  taken  some  of  the  medicines  myself. 

People  have  been  taking  the  Bible’s  prescriptions  for  centuries.  Those 
who  have  taken  tire  most  are  the  healthiest.  And  the  ones  I  have  taken 
have  helped  hie. 
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Temperance  Leaders 
In  Nat7!  Meeting 
At  Dallas 

Dallas,  Texas — (MI) —  Approxi¬ 
mately  90  Methodist  adult  leaders 
from  throughout  the  United  States 
spent  July  18-25  devoting  much  of 
their  time  and  thought  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  physical,  psychological 
and  sociological  effects  of  drinking 
beverage  alcohol.  They  were  at¬ 
tending  the  National  Adult  School 
of  Alcohol  Studies  and  Christian 
Action  .which  was  held  on  the 
Southern  Methodist  Univers-ity 
campus  here  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  The 
Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Caradine  R. 
Hooton,  general  secretary,  and 
Aubrey  B.  Speer,  director  of  youth 
work  and  associate  secretary,  were 
the  school  directors. 

Speakers  included  Dr.  George 
Harding,  Harding  Sanitorium, 
Worthington,  O.,  who  declared  that 
the  result  of  treatment  of  alcoholics 
by  psychiatrists  is  “very  discourag¬ 
ing.  We  have  to  get  away  from  the 
idea  that  we  can  send  a  person  to 
some  one  else  whether  it  is  a  min¬ 
ister  or  psychiatrist  and  he  will 
make  a  miraculous  change.” 

He  insisted  that  “we  (ministers 
and  psychiatrists)  are  of  little 
faith,”  adding  “If  we  could  just  be¬ 
lieve  that  through  the  church,  peo¬ 
ple  can  be  helped.” 

Speaking  on  “Why  Do  People 
Drink  Or  Abstain?”  (sociological 
motivations),  Dr.  Haskell  Miller, 
Head  of  Department  of  Sociology 
and  Acting  Chaplain  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chattanooga,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  said  that  people  drink  be¬ 
cause  of  pressures  to  conform  to 
custom  (drinking  is  a  long  estab¬ 
lished  custom);  because  our  highly 
competitive  society  calls  for  escapes; 
kinds  of  child  raising  which  bring 
feelings  of  inadequacy;  clashes  be¬ 
tween  our  biological  nature  and  our 
civilization;  values  being  de-valued; 
a  revolt  against  the  culture  and  es¬ 
sential  humanity. 

Dr.  Miller  stated  that  people  also 
abstain  from  drinking  because  of 
normal  conformity  to  systems  of 
value  and  behavior;  deliberate 
choice  based  on  reason;  satisfaction 
with  what  life  is  giving  them;  be¬ 
cause  they  do  not  wish. to  cast  their 
vote  with  the  liquor  traffic  and  a 
“stubborn  streak,”  which  could  also 
be  a  cause  for  drinking.  He  declared 
that  “our  hope  is  in  those  who  will 
not  conform.” 


NIXON  CITES  \ 
CHRISTIAN'S  ROLE 
FOR  PEACE 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. —  (MI)  — 
“Christian  ministers  and  dedicated 
church  workers  can  help  strengthen 
the  will  for  peace,  and  especially 
the  will  to  sacrifice  for  peace,”  Vice 
President  Richard  M.  Nixon  told  an 
audience  of  more  than  3,000  August 
5  here  at  the  Methodist  Church’s 
southeastern  summer  assembly. 

Mr.  Nixon  was  introduced  by 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  his  host 
on  a  visit  to  religious  assemblies  of 
this,  section.  In  introducing  the  vice 
president  to  an  overflow  audience, 
Dr.  Graham  said  that  “the  vice 
president  comes  here  not  as  a' Re¬ 
publican,  but  as  a  man  who  believes 
in  God  and  on  a  visit  that  is  above 
politics.” 

Mr.  Nixon  said  he  had  “a  lot  qJL^. 
Methodist  in  my  blood  because  my 
father  was  a  Methodist  who  married 
a  Quaker.”  He  also  recalled  that  he 
was  a  law  graduate  of  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  a  Methodist  school,  and  said 
he  roomed  with  15  student  preach¬ 
ers  when  he  first  went  to  Duke. 


integrity  and  disdain  all  forms  of 
demagoguery  .  .  .  Important  con¬ 
troversial  issues  should  be  lifted  up, 
not  watered  down.  This  debate 
should  not  proceed,  however,  bn  the 
basis  of  sectional,  racial  or  class 
considerations.  We  are  one  people.” 


Private  Higher 
Educational  Schools 
Needed,  Institute 
Affirms 

Nashville,  Tenn. — (MI) — Monop¬ 
oly  of  higher  education  by  the  state 
would  be  an  unhealthy  situation, 
Methodist,  educators  agreed  at  the 
Twelfth  Institute  on  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  held  here  July  30-Aug.  1.  “The 
way  to  protect  our  country  against 
such  a  situation  is  to  maintain 
strong  privately-supported  colleges 
and  universities,”  they,  declared. 

Nearly  300  presidents,  deans,  di¬ 
rectors  of  religious  life,  and  other 
administrative  personnel  from  more 
1  than  100  church  colleges  attended 
the  institute.  It  was  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  Division  of  Educa¬ 
tional  Institutions  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education  and  .  Scarritt 
College. 

“Some  twenty  annual  conferences 
to  date  have  taken  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  to  raise  current  support  for  in¬ 
stitutions  related  to  them,”  it  was 
reported  by  Dr.  John  O.  Gross,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  division.  This 
is  part  of  the  new  quadrennial  em¬ 
phasis  on  higher  education  which 
seeks  to  draw  Methodist  colleges 
closer  to  the  church  and  increase 
church  support. 

Principal  speaker  for  the  three 
day  meeting  was  Dr.  Goodrich  C. 
White,  president  of  Emory  Univer- 


Party  Conventions  Get  Church  Views 

New  York — (NC) — There  will  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  major 
party  platform  framers  as  to  where  the  constituency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  stands  on  a  number  of  big  general  issues  in  this 
year  of  national  elections. 

Last  week  Dr.  Earl  Frederick  Adams,  assistant  general  secretary  in 
charge  of  the  National  Council’s  Washington  office,  spelled  out  for  the 
Democratic  platform  committee  the  churches’  concern  for  “moral,  ethical 
and  spiritual  principles”  in  the  forthcoming  campaign.  Appearing  before 
the  108-member  body  on  the  eve  of  the  Democratic  Convention,  Dr.  Adams 
also  presented  the  political  leaders  with  copies  of  the  National  Council’s 
statement  on  Christian  Responsibility  in  the  1956  Elections,  as  well  as 
texts  of  numerous  official  statements  adopted  in  recent  years  by  the 
Council. 

This  week  (Aug.  16)  a  similar  presentation  will  be  made  before  the 
Republican  resolutions  committee  in  San  Francisco.  Representing  the 

National  Council  there  will  be  --  '  -  - - - 

Charles  Magill  Smith,  the  Council’s 
director  of  special  services  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

The  documents  remind  the  party 
policy  makers  just  where  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  stands  on  16  impor¬ 
tant  domestic  and  foreign  issue  con¬ 
fronting  the  Christian  conscience  to¬ 
day.  Among  the  positions  are:  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
against  segregation  in  the  schools 
and  Federal  aid  to  education,  vigi¬ 
lant  defense  of  minority  rights  and 
a’  comprehensive  attack  on  slums. 

In  foreigh  affairs,  the  party  leaders 
were  reminded,  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  stands  for:  continued  U.S.  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  United  Nations  and 
its  specialized  agencies,  economic 
aid  and  technical  cooperation  ex¬ 
tended  to  under  developed  areas, 
development  of  a  “trustworthy” 
arms  reduction  program,  enactment 
of  non-discriminatory  immigration 
laws,  and  promotion  of  peaceful 
world  trade  through  reciprocal 
agreements. 

Explaining  the  statements,  Dr. 

Adams  made  it  clear  that  their 
“frame  of  reference  is  not  political 
but  theological.” 

The  1956  election  policy  State¬ 
ment,  adopted  by  the  Council’s  250- 
member  governing  General  Board, 
was-  addressed  to  the  36,000,000 
members  of  the  30  constituent 
church  bodies  in  the  Council. 

“The  Board  does  not  presume,  of 
course,  to  speak  for  all  constituents 
of  member  churches,”  Dr.  Adams 
said,  “but  from  time  to  time  the 
Board  does  speak  for  itself  on  cur¬ 
rent  issues,  and  it  is  fair  to  assume 
that  the  statements  of  the  General 
Boards  reflect  widely  prevailing 
opinions  throughout  the  constitu¬ 
ency.” 

*The  statement  also  urged  high 
moral  standards  for  the  forthcom¬ 
ing  campaign,  declaring  that  cam¬ 
paigners  “should  act  with  forthright 


Michigan  Area 
Names  Evangelism 
Director 

Nashville,  Tenn. — -XMI) — The  Rev. 
Joseph  T.  Edwards,  a  staff  member 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism’s  national  headquarters  here 
since  1951,  will  go  to  Detroit  Sep¬ 
tember  1  as  director  of  evangelism 
ipr  the  denomination’s  Michigan 
episcopal  area. 

He  was  appointed  to  the  newly 
created  post  by  Methodist  Bishop 
Marshall  R.  Reed  of  Detroit. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a  native 
of  Kentucky  and  received  his  theol¬ 
ogical  training  at  the  Asbury  Sem¬ 
inary,  Wilmore,  Ky. 

He  served  Kentucky  pastorates 
for  four  years  and  then  transferred 
to  New  Jersey  in  1938.  He  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  State  Street  Methodist 
Church,  Camdep,  N.  J.,  for  seven 
years  before  joining  the  evangelism 
board  here.  He  has  directed  regional 
evangelistic  missions  throughout 
the  country. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  have 
two  children,  Harold  and  Joanne. 
The  family  will  live  in  Lansing, 
Mich.,  at  2101  Bruce  St.,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Edwards’  office  will  be  at 
Methodist  headquarters  in  Detroit. 


sity,  Atlanta,  Ga.  His  theme  was 
“The  Education  of  the  Administra¬ 
tors.” 


Spiritual  Leaders  Counsel  On  Prayer 


Helpful  answers  to  questions  about  prayer  are 
given  by  ten  nationally  known  religious  leaders  in  the 
September  issue  of  McCall’s. 

Two  Methodists,  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ralph  W. 
Sockman  of  New  York,  are  among  those  who  help  to 
solve  the  prayer  problems. 

The  article,  entitled  “How  to  Pray  and  What  to. 
Pray  For,”  is  introduced  by  the  testimony  of  President 
Eisenhower.  To  him  prayer  is  “an  effort  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  Infinite.”  He  finds  “that  grayer  multiplies  the 
strength  of  the  individual.” 

“How  much  can  I  asjc  God  to  do  for  others?”  is  the 
question  Bishop  Oxnam  answers.  “Prayer  for  others 
puts  us  in  right  relationship  with  God,”  says  the  Bishop. 
It  has  a  threefold  value:  “it  transforms  us,  it  assures 
God  we  can  be  used,  and  so  moves  in  upon  the  heart  of 
even  an  enemy  as  to  transform  him,  too.” 


Dr.  Sockman,  in  helping  the  questioner  to  know 
which  of  many  ideas  that  come  to  mind  “is  God’s  direc¬ 
tion,”  wrote,  “The  more  difficult  path  you  contemplate 
is  likely  to  be  God’s  will,  the  easier  one  your  own  idea.” 
His  full  comment  ended  with  the  cgution,  “God’s  guid¬ 
ance  is  a  supplement  to,  not  a  substitute  for,  our  own 
best  thinking.”  N 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale,  Meth- 
odist-born-educated-and-ordained,  answers  “Yes”  to 
the  query:  “Should  I  ask  God  for  specific  things?” 
He  quickly  adds:  “But  tell  Him  that  you  will  leave  it 
to  Him  to  decide  what  is  best.” 

Among  the  other  counselors  on  prayer  are  Pro¬ 
fessor  Reinhold  Niebuhr  of  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Professor  Robert  L.  Calhoun  of  Yale  Divinity  School, 
Father  George  Florovsky,  Greek  Orthodox  Theological 
School,  Brookline,  Mass.,  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  George 
Sutherland  Bonnell,  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church, 
New  York. 


Church  Welfare 
Officials  Score  Congress 
For  Refugee  Failure 

By  failing  to  extend  or  amend 
the  1953  Refugee  Relief  Act  before 
its  sessions  ended,  Congress  has 
jeopardized  the  future  lives  of 
thousands  of  refugees,  church  spec¬ 
ialists  in  refugee  welfare  declared 
last  week. 

Failure  to  enact  even  “minimum 
changes”  in  the  law  was  termed 
“a  great  tragedy”  by  Roland  Elliott, 
refugee  services  director  of  Church 
World  Service,  an  agency  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  The 
minimum  changes,  he  said,  wod’)l 
have  meant  that  urgent  cases  “now 
in  the  pipeline”  would  be  expedited 
and  given  visas  to  enter  the  U.S.A. 
under  the  law.  In  addition,  extend¬ 
ing  the  Act  would  have  enabled 
many  escapees  from  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain  to  immigrate  here. 

There’s  still  a  chance,  Mr.  Elliott 
said,  that  Church  World  Service 
may  be  able  to  bring  in  some  50,- 
000  refugees '  provided  Government 
machinery  for  processing  visas  over¬ 
seas  works  rapidly  to  beat  the  Act’s 
December  31  deadline.  However, 
there  is  still  hope  that  the  next 
session  of  Congress  will  .take  the 
matter  up. 
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Methodist  Hospitals,  Homes  Aided 
1 MOj 000  In  1955 


Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  (RNS)  — 
More  than  1,000,000  persons  were 
aided  in  1955  by  the  204  institutions 
affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  a  board 
member  reported  here. 

William  I.  Lacy  of  Lakeland,  Fla., 
told  the  fifth  annual  institute  for 
officials  of  Methodist  children’s 
homes  over  the  country  that  this  is 
“indeed  an  outstanding  record  of 
Christian  ministry.” 

“But  even  more  important,”  he 
said,  “is  the  fact  that  our  church 
agencies  have  not  lost  sight  of  the 
human  touch  in  serving  this  vast 
number  of  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren.” 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the 
board,  Mr.  Lacy  said  the  hospitals 
last  year  reported  649,000  in-patients 
and  591,000  out-patients,  homes  for 
older  persons  listed  7,000  residents, 
and  children’s  homes  for  youth  and 
special  agencies. 

He  said  the  institutions  employed 
39,700  persons  and  had  capital 
assets  of  more  than  $250,000,000. 

The  institute  was  attended  by 
more-  than  100  house-parents,  ad¬ 
ministrators,  and  other  officials  of 
Methodist  institutions  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  related  agencies. 


Texans  Pray  For  Rain 

Dallas,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Texans  of 
all  faiths  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
area  are  offering  special  prayers 
for  rain  to  relieve  an  unusually  se¬ 
vere  drought. 

Rainfall  in  the  area  for  1956  has 
totalled  only  12.45  inches  or  slightly 
over  half  the  amount  recorded  in 
normal  times. 

In  view  of  the  emergency,  the 
Texas  Council  of  Churches  has  ap¬ 
pealed  to  Protestants  throughout 
the  state  to  set  aside  several  mo¬ 
ments  each  day  daring  August  to 
pray  for  rain. 

Richard  Farnsworth  of  Houston, 
president  of  the  Council,  said  the 
unprecedented  drought  “affects  not 
only  the  economy  of  our  state  but 
the  effectiveness  of  church-spbnsor- 
ed  overseas  relief  programs.  For 
the  sake  of  millions  in  dire  straits 
elsewhere  in  the  world,  as  well  as 
for  our  own  sakes,  we  need  rain.” 

Catholic  churches  of  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Diocese  have  included 
prayers,  for  rain  in  their  services 
for  almost  two  years. 

Jewish  congregations  in  this  area 
are  planning  ,<  special  rain  prayers 
during  September  in  connection 
with  their  observances  of  the  high 
Holy  days. 

Father  Dmitri  of  St.  Seraphim’s 
church  here  said  Eastern  Orthodox 
congregations  in  the  region  also 
have  been  including  prayers  for 
rain  in  their  litanies  for  some  time. 


Clergymen  List  Faults 
Of  Modern  Preaching 

Oklahoma  City  (RNS)  —  Greater 
consecration  on  the  part  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  “strong,  courageous,  de¬ 
termined  Biblical  preaching”  are 
among  America’s  •  prime  needs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  joint  statement  issued 
here  by  four  Protestant  clergymen 
of  as  many  denominations-. 

The  statement  summarizing 
“faults  in  modern  day  preaching 
which  need  correcting”  was  signed 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Clyde  Wheeler  (Dis- 
spiles),  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Segler  (Bap¬ 
tist),  Dr.  MeFerrin  Stowe  (Metho¬ 
dist),  and  Dr.  C.  Ralston  Smith 
(Presbyterian). 

“More  forceful  presentation  of 
hard-and-fast  Biblical  rules  with  a 
‘thus  sayeth  the  Lord’  emphasis,  in¬ 
stead  of  man’s  opinion,  is  needed 
to  meet  modern  world  needs,”  they 
said. 

“People  have  heard  the  word  of 
man,  now  they  want  the  word  of 
God  because  they’ve  tried1  every¬ 
thing  else  and  it  hasn’t  worked.” 

Among  the  faults  the  statement 
pinpointed  were: 

1.  Vague  rambling  in  sermons 
with  no  clear-cut  point  —  often 
done  to  please  congregations  in¬ 
stead  of  enlightening  them. 

2.  Pretentious  and  highly  colored 
delivery,  either  with  little  or  no 
real  feeling  or  an  ostentatious 
amount  of  it. 

3.  Incfeased  cutting  of  sermon 
length  to  “make  it  easy  on  the  con¬ 
gregation.” 

4.  “Toning  down”  of  the  spiritual 
message  to  “please  people”  or  make 
the  word  of  God  “flexible.” 

5.  Timidity  in  stressing  the  hard¬ 
er  demands  of  religion  in  action. 


Artist  Paints  Picture  ' 
Of  Christ  Every  Sunday 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  Nether¬ 
lands-born  artist  who  was  convert¬ 
ed  to  Roman  Catholicism  at  ten  and 
was  a  fighter  in  the  Dutch  resist¬ 
ance  movement  during  the  war  has 
today,  at  41,  probably  painted  more 
pictures  of  Christ  than  any  artist 
in  the  world. 

He  is  Willem  L.  Van  Dijk,  a  di¬ 
rect  descendant  of  the>  famous  17th 
century  Dutch  master,  Sir  Anthony 
Van  Dyck.  The  artist  arrived  here 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  bn  his  first 
visit  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Dijk,  ^10  has  traveled 
throughout  Europe  and  South 
America  and  now  lives  at  Petropo- 
lis,  near  the  Brazilian  capital,  disr 
closed  he  has  painted  a  “Crista^’ 
every  Sunday  of  his  life  since  he 
was  given  a  box  of  paints  at  the 
age  of  four. 

“I  spend  my  Sunday  after  Mass,” 
he  said,  “painting  new  heads  of 
Christ  or  refinishing  one  started  the 
previous  Sunday.” 

“I  do  so,”  he  added,  “in  thanks¬ 
giving  for  God’s  gifts  to  me.” 

The  only  time  he  interrupted  this 
practice,  Mr.  Van  Dijk  said,  was 
during  the  three  years  he  laid  aside 
his  brushes  to_.  take  up  -a  rifle  in 
the  Dutch  underground  movement. 
Plis  fighting  terminated  six  months 
before  the  war  ended  when  the 
Nazis  machine-gunned  him  and  he 
lost  both  legs  below  the  knee  caps. 

“But  the  good  God  left  me  my 
fingers  and  my  eyes,”  the  painter 
-said,  minimizing  the  fact  that  he 
must  now  get  around-  on  artificial 
limbs.  Normally  he  spends  16  hours 
a  day  painting  or  writing  poetry, 
which  is  his  second  love. 


Church  Construction 
At  All-Time  High 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  totalled 
$66,000,000  in  July,  matching  the. 
all-time  record  for  that  month, 
the  Departments  of  Commerce 
and  Labor  reported. 

The  July  figure  was  $4,000,000 
higher  than  that  for  June  and 
$10,000,000  afc>ove  May.  It  brought 
religious  construction  for  the 
first  seven  months  of  this  year 
to  $403,000,000  —  breaking  the 
record  of  $401,000,000  established 
in  1955. 


President  Signs 
Charitable  Bequests 
Bill 

Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
President  Eisenhower  signed  in¬ 
to  law  a  bill  amending  the  fed¬ 
eral  tax  laws  to  facilitate  the 
rhaking  of  bequests  to  religious, 
educational  and  charitable  insti¬ 
tutions  by  aged  administrators 
of  estates. 

The  new  law  applies  only  to 
administrators  80  years  old  or 
over.  It  allows  a  deduction  for 
estate-tax  purposes  in  the  case 
of  certain  bequests  in  trust  to 
which  no  deduction  was  pre¬ 
viously  allowed. 

Under  the  measure,  tax  de¬ 
ductions  are  now  permitted  in 
cases  where  the  estate  adminis¬ 
trator  files  an  affidavit  —  with¬ 
in  one  year  following  the  death 
of  the  person  setting  up  the 
trust  —  of  his  intention  to  make 
such  bequests  to  specific  organi¬ 
zations  and,  thereafter,  carries 
out  the  intention. 


Special  Labor  Day  Stamp  To  Feature  Bible 


Washington,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  For 
the  second  time  in  its  history,  the 
United  States  will  picture  the  Bible 
on  a  postage  stamp. 

The  Bible  is  part  of  the  design 


Methodists  Honor  Lord's  Acre  Plan  Specialist 


Like  Junaluska,  N.C.  (RNS)  — 
Dr.  Dumont  Clarke  of  Asheville, 
N.  C.,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  was 
honored  by  the  Methodist  Town 
and  Country  Conference  here  for 
his  26  years  of  service  as  a  Lord’s 
Acre  plan  specialist. 

Dr.  Clarke  is  retiring  in  October 
from  his  position  as  religious  direc- 


Heligious  Leaders  Tell  Communists 
To  Face  Misgivings 

Washington,  D.  C.— (RNS)  —  Re¬ 
ligious  leaders  of  all  major  faiths 
Were  among  55  Americans  who 
s‘gned  an  open  letter  to  “perplexed” 
Communists  urging  them  to  face 
Manfully  douhfg  and  misgivings 
caused  by  the  Soviet  denunciation 
°f  Stalin. 

The  letter  said  that  since  Stalin’s 
death  in  1953  and  since  the  recent 
official  move  to  “desanctify”  him, 
T°u  have  experienced  a  soul- 
searching  of  the  most  fundamental 
character.” 

‘We  urge  you  not  to  evade  or 

AUGUST  23,  1956 


silence  these  doubts  and  promptings 
of  conscience,  but  to  face  them  man¬ 
fully,”  the  signers  said.  “There  is 
no  reason  for  shame  in  the  fact  of 
having  made  a  mistake.  To  err  is 
human.  But  it  is  shameful  to  go  on 
in  an  evil  course  and  to  persist  in 
the  betrayal  of  rhan’s  highest  ideals 
simply  /  because  one  lacks  the  cour¬ 
age  to  go  to  the  bottom  and  uncover 
the  source  of  fatal  error.” 

Made  public  by  the  Foundation 
for  Religious  Action  in  the  Social 
and  Civil  Order,  the  letter  was 
signed  by  clergy  of  the  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic,  Greek  Orthodox 
and  Jewish  faiths,  educators,  diplo¬ 
mats,  editors,  labor  leaders,  political 
scientists  and  business  men. 


tor  of  the  western  North  Carolina 
farm  cooperative,  the  Farmers  Fed¬ 
eration,  but  will  work  in  New  York 
with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  clergyman  has  guided  the 
rural  church  fund-raising  Lord’s 
Acre  and  livestock  plan  in  the  more 
than  a-  quarter  of  a  century  of  work 
with  it  from  a  project  of  six 
churches  in  three  denominations  to 
its  present  use  by  10,000  churches 
in  44  states  and  several  foreign  na¬ 
tions. 

Under  the  plan,  a  tract  of  land 
or  herd  of  livestock  is  set  aside  and 
proceeds  from  sales  are  used  for 
Workjr  of  the  individual  church. 

The  Lord’s  Acre  plan  actually 
was  initiated  in  the  North  Carolina 
mountain  area  by  James  G.  K.  Mc¬ 
Clure  of  Asheville,  president  of  the 
Farmers  Federation,  who  died  in 
July. 

Last- fall,  Dr.  Clarke  made  a  spec¬ 
ial  trip  to  England  and  Scotland  for 
promotion  of  the  movement. 

In  his  new  position  in  New  York, 
he  will  promote  a  Scripture-Prayer 
plan  for  the  National  Council.  He 
explains  this  will  be  the  developing 
of  the  use  of  Scripture  committed 
to  memory. 


of  a  special  commemorative  stamp 
honoring  American  labor  that  will 
be  issued  on  Labor  Day,  Mon.,  Sept. 
3  at  Camden,  N.  J. 

Design  for  the  stamp  was  taken 
from  a  mural  in  the  new  AFL-CIO 
headquarters  building  here.  The 
giant  mosaic  mural,  51  feet  high, 
and  17  feet  wide,  is  by  artist  Lumen 
M.  Winter,  and  depicts  a  worker 
with  pick,  hammer  and  hoe  over 
his  shoulder,  with  an  arm  about 
his  wife.  She  is  seated  and  is  read¬ 
ing  to  their  young  son  from  what 
the  artist  describes  as  “The  Book 
of  Life.” 

A  spokesman  for  George  Meany, 
president  of  the  AFL-CIO,  said  “To 
us  the  ‘Book  of  Life’  can  mean 
nothing  other  than  the  Bible.  We 
take  it  to  be  a  Bible  and  I  think 
anyone  who  looks  at  the  mural 
would  see  it  as  a  symbol  that  the 
Bible  is  the  one  sure  and  certain 
guide  we  have  in  life.” 

The  stamp  will  carry  the  slogan 
“Labor  is  Life”  by  Thomas  Carlyle, 
as  does  the  mural,  and  will  also 
bear  the  inscription  “Labor  Day.” 

According  to  Franklin  M.  Bruns, 
curator  of  the  official  United  States 
government  collection  of  postage 
stamps  at  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tute,  the  only  previous  American 
stamp  to  picture  the  Bible  was  the 
commemorative  one  issued  in  1939 
to  mark  the  150th  anniversary  of 
George  Washington’s  inauguration 
as  first  President  on  April  30,  1789. 
Washington  is  pictured  with  his 
hand  on  the  Bible,  taking  thfe  oath 
of  office. 

Page  Five 


Woman's  Society  of 

Christian  Service 


SEMINARS 

Woman's  Society  of  Christian 
Service 

North  Arkansas  Conference 

Mrs.  Elmus  Brown 
Conference  Secretary 

District,  Place  Date 

Batesville  —  Batesville,  August  30 

Conway  —  Plummerville,  Septem¬ 
ber  5 

Fayetteville  —  Green  Forrest;  Sept¬ 
ember  5;  Wiggins  Memorial,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  September  12 

Forrest  City  —  Cotton  Plant,  Sept¬ 
ember  6 

Fort  Smith  —  First  Church.  Van~ 
Buren,  September  21 

Jonesboro  —  Huntington  Avenue, 
Jonesboro,  August  30 

Paragould  —  Walnut  Ridge,  August 
31 

Searcy  —  Jacksonville,  September 
5;  Leslie,  September  11 


Christian  Education 

NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Bible  Schools  and  Conferences 

The  series  of  Bible  Schools  and 
conferences  are  getting  good  re¬ 
sponse  as  indicated  by  the  reports 
coming  to  us  from  the  various  cen¬ 
ters  where  they  have  been  held. 
The  following  centers  have  had 
programs  thus  far:  Gardner,  North 
Little  Rock;  'Jacksonville;  Augusta; 
Cotter;  Walnut  Ridge;  Calico  Rock; 
Salem;  Central  Ave.,  Batesville,  and 
Hickory  Ridge. 

The  following  programs  are  be¬ 
ing  held  this  week:  Hoxie,  Corning, 
Huntington  Av<*t  and  Monette. 

Next  week  there  will  be  programs 
at  Blytheville,  First  Church,  Tru¬ 
man,  and  Rector,  First  Church. 


Insfifutes  on  Christian  Education 

Seven  Institutes  on  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  are  to  be  held  in  North 


Edith  Martin, In  The  United  States 


Dear  Friends  in  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference, 

It  is  good  to  be  in  the  States  again 
and  to  meet  many  of  you.  It  was  a 
real  pleasure  to  meet  some  of  you 
at  Mount  Sequoyah  and  at  Hendrix 
College  at  the  School  of  Missions 
and  the  Guild  Week-End.  I  hope 
to  meet  many  more  of  you  when 
I  itinerate  in  the  conference  from 
January  to  April  1957.  Perhaps, 
some  of  you  will  be  able  to  see 
some  slides  of  the  growth  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  work. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  since 
~oming  to  the  States  to  attend  a 

'onference  for  new  and  furloughed 

lissionaries.  Bible  study  was  em- 

hasized  most.  Each  morning  all 
tne  missionaries  and  Staff  met  to- 
g  e  t  h’e  r  and  were  given  some 
thoughts  to  guide  us  in  our  study, 
then  we  divided  into  ten  groups  for 
more  study  and  discussion.  Dr. 
Kraemer,  a  Dutch  theologian,  led 
us  in  Bible  Study  and  challenged 
us  in  an  address  in  which  he  said, 
“The  greatest  enemies  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  are  Communism  and  mod¬ 
em  Civilization  or  Scientific  Hu¬ 
manism.” 

The  high  point  of  the  Conference 
was  the  closing  address  by  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  Smith,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Missions.  The  Holy 
Spirit  spoke  through  him  as  he  led 
us  in  a  study  of  John  2:1-11.  He 
spoke  of  the  Christian  use  of  time, 
showing  how  Christ,  who  had  wait¬ 
ed  thirty  years  to  begin  His  ministry 
had  such  a  sense  of  urgency, 
yet  had  time  to  go  to  a  village  par¬ 
ty.  He  always  had  time  for  unhur¬ 
ried  hours  of  prayer  and  for  peo¬ 
ple.  But  we  are  always  in  a  hurry. 
Are  we  hurried  from  outward  pres¬ 
sure  or  from  inner  tension?  If 
Christ  is  the  center  of  our  lives.  He 
comes  out  when  we  are  pnder  pres¬ 
sure  .  .  .  Paul  wrote  I  6or.  13  in  a 
great  hurry.  Paul  made  his  prison 
a  pulpit.  Everything  that  we  do 
can  bear  witness  for  Him.  He  closed 
with  these  words,  “The  Christian 
life  is  a  continuing  and  growing 
process.  Christ  has  wearing  quali¬ 
ties.  He  reveals  Himself  to  us  more 
and  more  fully  from  day  to  day  as 
we  immerse  ourselves  in  the  Bible 
and  place  Him  at  the  center  of  our 
lives.” 

If  k  can  be  of  help  to  you  while 
I  am  in  the  States,  it  will  be  a 


privilege. 

May  God  bless  each  of  you!  — 
Sincerely,  Edith  Martin. 


ST.  LOUIS  MISSION 
WORKER  PASSES 

Miss  Lydia  Gerhart,  for  many 
years  a  worker  for  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  died 
July  28  in  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Miss  Ger¬ 
hart,  who  was  born  in  Bucks  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Lansdale, 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  a  business  col¬ 
lege  in  Philadelphia.  From  1947  to 
1953  she  served  as  field  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Department  of  World  in 
Home  Fields  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion.  On  September  1,  1954,  she 
became  head  resident  of  Lessie 
Bates  Davis  Neighborhood  House  in 
East  St.  Louis,  serving  there  until 
her  death. 

In  1952  Miss  Gerhart  itinerated 
in  the  North  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
and  Little  Rock  Conferences,  and 
was  of  invaluable  help  to  all  who 
heard  her. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
VISITORS  TO  WORLD 
FEDERATION 

Louisiana  Conference  will  have 
three  visitors  to  the  World  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Women,  meeting 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina, 
August  27-31. 

Attending  will  be,  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones,  New  Orleans,  Conference 
President;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Ensminger; 
and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Springer,  New  Or¬ 
leans. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Annual  Educational  Seminar 
of  the  Forrest  City  District  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  will  be  held  at  Cotton  Plant 
September  6  with  registration  at 
9:30  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  by 
the  hostess  society. 


The  Hope  District  Guild  will  meet 
with  the  Woman’s  Society  for  the 
seminar  August  27  at  Texarkana, 
First  Church.  The  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  Guild  wil  meet  September  7 
at  Winfield,  Little  Rock,  for  a  din¬ 
ner  meeting  at  6:30  with  Miss  Chris¬ 
tine  Poindexter  in  charge. 


Arkansas  Conference,  September 
16;  Ft.  Smith,  First  Church,  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  7  P.M.;  Searcy,  First 

Church,  September  18,  7  P.M.;  Bates¬ 
ville,)  First  Church,  September  19, 
9  A.M.;  Jonesboro,  First  Church, 
September  19,  7.  P.M.;  Walnut 

Ridge,  September  20,  7  P.M.;  For¬ 
rest  City,  September  21,  7  P.M. 

Churches  of  all  the  districts  ex-' 
cept  the  Fayetteville  District,  should 
plan  to  be  represented  by  all  the 
officers  and  teachers  in  one  of  these 
meetings.  Attend  the  one  most  con¬ 
venient  in  distance  and  in  time. 

Each  of  these  institutes  will  have 
eight  group  sessions;  Nursery,  Kin¬ 
dergarten,  Primary,  Junior,  Inter¬ 


mediate,  Senior-Older  Youth,  Adult 
general  officers.  These  meetings  are 
not  for  children  and  youth  but  for 
the  adult  workers. 

Rev.  M.  Earl  Cunningham  and 
Miss  Mattie  Lula  Cooper  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  Staffs 
are  to  be  in  each  of  these  meetings. 

Plan  now  to  get  your  church 
school  workers  into  one  of  these 
meetings. 


FUTURE 

Some  people  believe  there  is  no 
time  like  the  present,  but  the  over¬ 
whelming  majority  believe  there  is 
no  time,  like  the  future.  —  Cincin¬ 
nati  Enquirer. 


pf  BOWL 

^  WAS  NOT 

BROKEN- 


Ahn  Wha-sil  was  found  by  a  Ko¬ 
rean  railroad,  her  mother  and  father 
missing  .  .  .  her  stomach  swollen  with 
hunger.  How  many  days  and  nights 
she  had  tried  to  look  out  for  herself, 
how  long  it  had  been  since  she  had 
eaten  and  what,  Dr.  Oh,  examining 
her  a  week  after  orphanage  admit¬ 
tance,  never  found  out.  ,  He  didn’t 
even  know  if  good  care  could  save 
her,  if  it  was  not  already  too  la£e.  <|| 
Last  month  a  television  photog¬ 
rapher,  taking  movies  of  Dr.  Oh’s 
CCF  Orphanage,  was  intrigued  by 
Ahn.  He  writes,  “Our  only  way  of 
talking  was  to  smile  at  each  other. 
We 'became  close  friends.  She  hung 
on  my  coat  sleeve  throughout  my  film¬ 
ing  and  was  such  a  pert,  happy  imp. 
Her  warmth  easily  penetrated  the 
bleak  Korean  winter.  It  was  difficult 
to  believe  that  the  poor,  sickly,  emaci¬ 
ated  little  thing  Dr.  Oh  had  exam¬ 


ined  was  this  happy,  lovable  child. 
And  to  think  it  was  only  by  a  slim 
chance'  that  she  was'  lucky  enough  to 
be  one  of  the  few  among  hundreds  to 
be  picked  up  that  day.” 

There  are  still  35,000  homeless 
refugee  children  in  South  Korea — 
.neglected,  friendless  and  wretched 
children.  Korea  is  no  longer  on  the 
front  pages  and  it  is  so  hard  to  get 
help  for  them.  ( 

No  gift  is  too  small  to  show  a  child 
a  bit  of  mercy.  Or  you  can  “adopt” 
a  pitiful,  homeless  child  and  have  him 
placed  in  a  Christian  Children’s  Fund 
orphanage -school  and  given  a  de¬ 
cent  chance  in  life.  The  cost,  $10.00 
a  month,  is  the  same  in  all  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  28  different  countries:  Aus¬ 
tria,  Borneo,  Brazil,  Burma,  Finland, 
Formosa,  France,  Greece,  Hong 
Kong,  India,  Indochina,  Indonesia, 
Italy,  Japan,  Jordan,  Korea,  Lapland, 
Lebanon,  Macao,  Malaya,  Mexico, 
Okinawa,  Pakistan,  Philippines, 
Puerto  Rico,  Syria,  United  States  and 
Western  Germany. 

Incorporated  in  19^8,  CCF  is  the 
largest  Protestant  orphanage  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  world. 


For  information  write :  Dr.  J.  Cplvitt  Clarke 

CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  FUND,  INC. 

RICHMOND  4,  VIRGINIA 


I  wish  to  “adopt”  a  boy  . 

.  girl  for  one  year  in 


(Name  Country) 

I  will  pay  $10  a  month  ($120  a  year). 
Enclosed  is  payment  for  the  full  year 

.  first  month  .  Please 

send  me  the  child’s  name,  story,  address 
and  picture.  I  understand  that  I  can 
correspond  with  the  child.  Also,  that 
there  is  no  obligation  to  continue  the 
adoption.. 

I  cannot  "adopt”  a  child  but  want  to 
help  by  giving  $. — 


.Please  send  me  further  information. 


NAME . 

AQPRESS . 

CITY . . 

STATE:™, . . 


ZONE.. 


Gifts  of  any  amount  are  welcome.  Gifts 
are  deductible  from  income  tax.  _ 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


METHODIST  YOUTH 


CONWAY  MSM  LEADERS 


Mountain  View  MYF 
Has  Morning  Watch 

Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Jackie 
Jones  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  Mountain  View  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  observed  Morning 
Watch  Wednesday  August  8  from 
6:30  to  7:30  A.M.  The  procedure  of 
the  Watch  was  as  follows:* 

A  devotional  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  church  with  a  worship  center 
consisting  of  a  poster  with  the 
words  “In  Christ  there  is  no  East 
nor  West”.  In  this  Worship  center 
there  was  also  a  silver  cross  and 
two  white  candles  on  the  table.  This 
worship  center  was  made  by  Freda 
Leonard,  Louise  Jessen,  Johnny 
Dearien,  and  Betty  Lou  Duncan. 


Participating  in  the  program  were 
Betty  Lou  Duncan  with  the  scrip¬ 
ture,  Gene  Baldwin  with  the  les¬ 
son,  and  Judy  Kay  Mauldin  with 
an  invitation  for  each  person  to 
come  to  the  altar  for  silent  prayer. 
Before  leaving  the  altar  the  wor¬ 
shippers  left  their  offering  for  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund.  During  the 
devotional  Sharon  Muzzey  played 
soft  music.  ■ 

The  Watch  was  concluded  with 
a  breakfast  in  the  basement  of  the 
church.  Eighteen  boys  and  girls 
/were  present.  —  H.  W.  Jinske,  Pas¬ 
tor. 


MYF  CARNIVAL  AT 

MUNHOLLAND 

Sixty-five  were  present  for  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  Carni¬ 
val  at  the  Munholland  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
Saturday,  July  28,  at  7:30  p.m.  A 
team  of  students  from  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southwestern  Louis¬ 
iana  Institute,  Lafayette,  staged  the 
Carnival  in  the  Community  -Hall  of 
the  Munholland  Church. 

The  room  was  decorated  with 
baloons  and  crepe  paper  to  repre¬ 
sent  a  circus  tent.  The  games,  re¬ 
lays,  contests,  and  entertainment 
were  built  around  the  carnival 
theme,  arid  were  led  by  various 
Members  of  the  team.  A  musical 
skit,  “The  Man  on  the  Flying  Trap¬ 
se,”  was  presented  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  as  the  highlight  of  the  even¬ 
ing. 

The  students  who  staged  the  car¬ 
nival  were:  Larry  Noonan,  New 
Orleans,  president  of  the  Wesley 
&roup  for  the  summer  of  1956;  Della 
Temple,  Jennings;  Beth  Roberts, 
Lafayette;  Sylvia  Faulk,  New  Or- 
|®ans;  Jerome  Long,  Lafayette;  and 
Lick  Parish,  Jonesville.  Miss  Betty 
Lue  Boydstun,  director  of  the  Wes- 
ey  Foundation  for  the  summer  of 
1956,  accompanied  the  group. 

Assisting  in  the  project  were:  Mr. 
®nd  Mrs.  V.  L.  Frampton,  counsel- 
ors  for  the  Intermediate  Depart- 
Tent;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Wyly, 
ounsellors  for  the  Senior  Depart- 
ent;  Miss  Barbara  Smallwood, 
President  of  the  Older  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  W. 
„0°le;  and  Rev.  R.  E.  Parrott.  — 
WePorter. 


LOU  DEAN  GRAHAM 

Lou  Dean  Graham  of  Stamps  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Con¬ 
way  MSM  for  the  coming  year.  She 
is  a  senior  education  major  of  Ark¬ 
ansas  State  Teaghers  College.  Other 
officers  include:  Robert  Francis, 
Hendrix,  Mesquite,  Tex.,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent;  Susie  Weidemeyer,  ASTC, 
Little  Rock,  Secretary;  Martha  Har- 
ton,  Hendrix,  Conway,  Treasurer; 
Marilyn  Dallas,  Hendrix,  Little 
Rock  and  Mildred  Stone,  ASTC,  Cal¬ 
ico  Rock,  Morning  Chairmen;  Jon 
Thompson,  Hendrix,  Wilmot,  Wor¬ 
ship  Chairman;  Bill  Johpson,  Hen¬ 
drix,  Dallas  and  Alice  O’Donell, 
ASTC,  Griffithville,  Recreation 
Chairmen;  Dale  Whitman,  Hendrix, 
Malvern,  Social  Action  Chairman; 
June  Bates,  ASTC,  Dermott,  World 
Christian  Community  Chairman; 
Michael  Robinson,  ASTC,  Dallas, 
Martha  Williams,  Hendrix,  Forrest 
City,  Charles  Anderson,  Hendrix* 
Conway,  and  Martha  Wharton, 
ASTC,  Vilonia,  Wesley  Stewards. 

The  MSM  meets  in  Wesley  Hall 
near  the  First  Methodist  Church. 
To  start  the  school  year  off  a 
round-up  is  planned  for  the  new 
students.  Students  will  also  be .  in¬ 
vited  ta.  become  affiliate  merribers 
of  trie  church. 


YOUTH  NIGHT  AT 
MacDONELL  CENTER 

Tuesday  and  Friday  nights  have 
been  set  aside  at  MacDonell  Meth¬ 
odist  Center  near  Houma  for  two 
hcu|rs  of  recreation  and  fun  for  the 
young  people  of  the  parish.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Houma  Heights  Methodist  Church. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  Howard  D.  Ellzey, 
and  other  adults  are  on  hand  to 
assist  the  young  people. 

The  program  was  planned  on 
Wednesday,  July  14,  when  more 
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than  30  young  people  of  the  parish 
met  at  the  pastor’s  home  for  a 
hamburger  supper  and  to  plan  a 
“Teen  Canteen.” 

Miss  Anne  Coucoules,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  MacDonell  Center, 
agreed  to  let  the  young  people  use 
a  duplex  on  the  grounds  as  a  rec¬ 
reation  room.  The  duplex  will  open 
each  Tuesday  and  Friday  for  the 
young  people  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
Materials  for  various  games  are 
available. 


Alcoholism  And  Church  Contact 

Ridgeway,  S.  C.  (RNS)  —  Loss 
of  touch  with  the  church  is  a  pri¬ 
mary  factor  in  the  development  of 
alcoholism  in  individuals,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Maxie  C.  Collins, 
superintendent  of  nearby  Fairview 
Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  alcoholics. 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 

INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
•  \  and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


You're  helping 
to  pay  their 
electric  bills 


( 


You  may  not  realize  it,  but 
every  time  you  pay  your 
electric  bill  ( or  your  income  tax 
or  buy  anything  that  is 
federally  taxed) ,  you’re  paying 
part  of  the  cost  of  electric 
service  for  millions  of  American 
families. 

Your  taxes  help  pay  the  cost 
of  building  government 
power  plants  that  serve  these 
people.  And  then  you  have 
to  pay  higher  taxes  in 
your  electric  bill  because 
customers  of  the  government 
don’t  pay  a  full  share  of 
taxes  in  theirs.  ~ 

Is  it  fair  for  you  and  mother 
customers  of  America’s  more 
than  400  independent  electric 
light  and  power  companies 
to  have  to  help  pay  for 
electricity  for  a  special  priv¬ 
ileged  class?  We  don’t 
think  so.  That’s  why  we 
bring  you  this  message. 


K&i/can&ab 


POWER  &  LIGHT 

»MU*  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson  I 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School -Lessons;  the  International 
ssons  for  Christian  Teaching, ’’  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  26  1956 
DEMOCRACY  IN  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP  > 

READ  2nd  CHAPTER  OF  JAMES 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  My  brethren,  show  no  par-s 
tiality  as  you  hold  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Lord  of  glory.  (James  2:1 )  / 


In  our  seven-lesson  series  on  “Liv¬ 
ing  Our  Faith,”  we  come  this  week 
to  the  sixth  lesson,  which  is  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  “Democracy  In  Christian 
Fellowship,”  as  a  way  of  “Living 
Our  Faith.”  The  heart  and  purpose 
of  this  lesson  is  found  in  the  Mem¬ 
ory  Selection,  which  reads,  “My 
brethren,  show  no  partiality  as  you 
hold  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Lord  of  Glory.”  Other 
modern  translations  give  us  other 
viewpoints  of  this  truth.  Goodspeed 
translates  it,  “Do  not  try  to  com¬ 
bine  faith  in  our  glorious  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  with  acts  of  partiality.”  Dr. 
J.  B.  Phillips,  in  “Letters  To  Young 
Churches”  translates  it,  “Don’t  ever 
attempt,  my  brothers,  to  combine 
snobbery  with  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.” 

While  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find 
people  in  the  church  today  who  are 
self-opionated,  we  may  be  assured 
that  this  religious  defect  is  in  no 
sense  a  modern  affliction.  There 
were  those  in  the  early  church,  op¬ 
pressed  and  poverty  stricken  as  they 
were,  who  were  so  unfair,  so  par¬ 
tial,  so  discriminating  in  their  re¬ 
lationships  and  attitudes  toward 
others  of  the  church  as  to  provoke 
James  to  write  these  pointed  words 
of  reproof. 

In  view  of  the  faults,  the  .weak¬ 
ness,  the  insufficiency  of  us  all,  it 
is  a  little  difficult  to  understand 
how  any  of  us  can  be  so  afflicted 
with  pride  and  egotism  as  to  be  in¬ 
different,  thoughtless  or  unkind  to 
other  human  beings.  The  poet,  Wil¬ 
liam  Knox,  who  lived  but  36  years, 
sensing  the  inconsistency  of  pride, 
with  man’s  .many  limitations,  wrote, 
in  1824,  one  year  before  he  died: 

“ Why  should  the  spirit  of  mortal  be 

proud? 

Like  a  fast-fleeting  meteor,  a  fast¬ 
flying  cloud 

A  flash  of  the  lightning,  a  break 

of  the  wave, 

He  passes  from  earth  to  his  rest  in 

the  grave.” 

Show  No  Partiality 

Our  Memory  Selection  opens  with 
the  statement,,  “Show  no  partial¬ 
ity.”  James,  living  in  a  day  of  dian¬ 
ger  and  uncertainty  for  all  Chris¬ 
tians,  must  have  had  something  of 
the  feeling  of  the  poet  Knox  as  he 
wrote  this  book.  When  everything 
was  considered,  there  was  so  little 
difference  in  Christians  of  that  day, 
whatever  their  station  in  life,  that 
James  thought  it  folly  and  even 
sin  for  some  to  feel  a  ^degree  of 
superiority  over  others.  When  we 
take  the  long  look,  over  the  mea¬ 
sureless  reaches  of  eternity  in 
which  human  personality  survives, 
we  too  should  see  how  insignificant 
is  the  iact  that,  in  our  short  exist¬ 
ence  here,  some  seem  to  have  had 
privileges  and  advantages  denied  to 
others. 

Page  Eight 


There  are  dangers  we  should 
avoid  in  the  common  tendency  to 
dicriminate: 

(1)  There  is  the  tendency  for  us 
to  place  undue  value  on  those 
thiiigs  which  we  think  give  us  an 
advantage  over  others.  We  should 
always  remember  that  good  charac¬ 
ter,  wherever  found,  is  the  supreme 
value  in  human  life.  No  other  fac¬ 
tor  in  life  can  make  very  much 
difference  between  two  people  of 
good  character. 

(2)  In  our  attempts  to  evaluate 
people,  there  is  also  the  too-common 
fault  of  judging  from  outside  ap¬ 
pearances.  That  fault  is  not  modern. 
We  remember  that  Samuel  was 
about  to  anoint  a  new  king  for  Is¬ 
rael,  on  the  basis  of  the  outward  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  one  before  hirtn  The 
Lord  stopped  him  and  said:  “The 
Lord  seeth  not  as  mqn  seeth;  for 
man  looketh  on  the,  outward  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on 
the  heart.”  Wrnle  this  method  of 
judging  people  is  of  long  standing, 
it  is  just  as  much  at  fault,  today, 
as  when  first  practiced. 

The  writer  once  saw  the  pictures 
of  Charlie  Chaplin  and  Gandhi, 
the  saint  of  India,  on  the  same  page 
of  a  newspaper.  Judging  merely 
from  appearances  there,  the  well- 
groomed  Chaplin  appeared  to 
rank  hfgh  above  the  half-clothed, 
unattractive  Gandhi.  Nevertheless, 
in  character,  in  service  rendered 
and  in  influence  for  good  on  the 
world’s  life,  Gandhi  so  far  outrank¬ 
ed  Chaplin  that  words  cannot  ad¬ 
equately  describe  the  difference. 

(3)  There  are  two  angles  to  the 
business  of  making  distinction  be¬ 
tween  people.  First,  our  efforts  to 
make  such  distinctions  between  peo¬ 
ple  may  result  in  pure  snobbery  on 
our  part.  Such  an  attitude  is  so  rep¬ 
rehensible  that  no  one  should  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  Christian  who  is  conscious 
of  guilt  at  this  point.  The  second 
angle  to  this  situation  is  the  fact  that 
some  people  in  the  church  are  so 
sensitive  and  suspecting  that  they 
have  their  feelings  sticking  out  like 
a  bumper  on  a  car,  always  expecting 
someone  to  bump  them  from  some 
direction.  They  readily  interpret  al¬ 
most  any  action  of  church  people  as 
a  deliberate  effort  to  mistreat  them. 
To  be  super-sensitive  and  suspicious 
is  in  itself  a  great  fault  that  badly 
needs  correction.  It  can  often  make 
one  unhappy  without  reason  and 
seldom,  if  ever,  serves  a  good  cause. 

(4)  We  are  quite  conscious  today 
that  partiality  may  be  shown  for 
other  reasons  than  economic  stand¬ 
ing.  Frequently  we  make  distinc¬ 
tions  based  on  education,  position, 
social  standing  or  race  and  color. 
Just  now  we  are  all  conscious  of 
the  tension  caused  by  the  segrega¬ 
tion  question  which  is  cabsing 
cleavage  almost  everywhere,  'from 
national  political  conventions  to 
small,  local  committee  meetings.  We 
afe  conscious,  also,  that1  there  is 


no  quick,  easy  solution  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  in  sight.  Whatever  our  feelings 
in  the  matter  may  be,  we  are  sure 
that  every  sincere  Christian  will 
want  to  examine  his  own  heart  ih 
the  matter  and  assume  an  attitude 
which  he  thinks  is  in  accord  with 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  of  life. 

Jesus  Our  Example  in  Human 
Relationships 

To  be  Christian  means  to  be  a 
follower  of  Christ.  Our  Lord  gave 
us  an  impressive  example  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Democracy  in  his  relation  to 
people  about  Him.  There  were  no 
barriers  that  prevented  Jesus  from 
rendering  service  wherever  needed. 
The  great  the  small,  the  rich  the 
poor,  the  good  the  bad,  the  Jew 
the  Samaritan,  the  social  outcast 
and  the  Christian  home  of 1  Martha 
and  Mary  all  felt  the  uplifting  power 
and  inspiration  of  His  ministry. 

If  we  have  a  tendency  to  feel 
proud  and  superior  we  should  take 
another  look  at  that  incident  of  the 
Upper  Room  when  Jesus,  the  di¬ 
vine  Son  of  God,  girded  himself 
with  a  towel  and,  like  an  humble 
servant,  knelt  before  each  disciple 
and  washed  his  feet.  If  we  really 
mean  it,  religiously,  this  humble  act 
of  service  by  the  Christ  of  God 
should  save  us  from  pride  and  self- 
conceit. 

Bible  Teachings  on  Wealth 
And  Poverty 

Unless  'one  reads  carefully,  it 
would  be  easy,  in  reading  the  Bible, 
to  get  the  idea  that  poverty  has 
virtue  in  itself  and  that  wealth  is 
looked  on  with  disfavor.  In  the 
teachings  of  Jesus,  the  man  of 
wealth  often  shows  up  in  a  very 
unfavorable  light.  In  the  parable 
of  the  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus  it 
was  the  rich  man  who  .“in  hell 
lifted  up  his  eyes”,  while  Lazarus, 
the  poor  man,  rested  in  Abraham’s 
bosom  in  the  better  world.  It  was 
a  rich  man  who  planned  “bigger 
and  better”  barns  in  which  to  store 
his  abundant  crops  whom  the  Lord 
called  a  fool  because  he  had  made 
no  plans  for  his  soul.  It  was  the 
rich  young  ruler  who  “turned  away 
sorrowful?’  because  he  seemed  to 
value  wealth  above  fellowship  with 
Christ.  If  we  read  these  passages 
of  Scripture  alone  to  get  our  idea 
about  wealth  and  morals,  we  could 
come  to  a  wrong  conclusion.  We  do 
riot  think  that  Jesus  ever  taught 
that  the  ownership  of  material 
things  is  wrong.  He  did  teach  that 
we  can  be  terribly  wrong  'in  our 
use  of  them  and  in  the  value  we 
may  place  on  them. 

Let  us  remember  that  Abraham, 
“the  father  of  the  faithful”  was  a 
wealthy  man  as  wealth  was  measur¬ 
ed  in  his  day.  David  and  Solomon 
were  both  king  with  a  great  wealth 
at  their  command.  It  was  Joseph  of 
Arimathaea,  a  rich  man,  and  a 
disciple  of  Jesus,  who,  after  the 
crucifixion,  begged  the  body  of 
Jesus  from  the  Roman  authorities. 
He  wrapped  the  body  of  Jesus  in  a 
clean  linen  cjoth  and  buried  Him  in 
a  tomb  hewn  out  of  stone,  which 
this  rich  man  had  prepared  for  him¬ 
self.  In  the  parable  of  the  talents 
it  was  the  man  to  whom  was  en¬ 
trusted  the  most  money  who  re¬ 
ceived  blessings  from  his  Lord,  be¬ 
cause  he  had  made  good  use  of 
the  money  entrusted  to  him.  Hence 
it  is  the  use  we  make  of  our  pos¬ 
sessions,  rather  than  the  total  val¬ 
ue  of  them,  that  really  counts. 
One  of  Severest  Tests  of  Character 

In  the  lesson  text,  James  lays 
stress  on  the  fact  that  there  were 
some  in  the  church  who  seemed  to 
be  ready  to  overlook  or  mistreat 
those  who  were  poor  or  unimpor¬ 


tant..  v 

It  is  our  feeling  that  one  of  the 
severest  tests  of  character  is  our 
attitude  toward  and  our  treatment 
of  those  whom  we  consider  inferior 
to  ourselves.  In  the  presence  of  such 
one  should  try  to  build  their  self- 
confidence  and  self  respect,  rather 
than  by  snobbery  and  indifference 
or  a  manner  of  condescension  make 
them  more  ‘aware  of  their  limita¬ 
tions.  Few  actions  reveal  littleness 
and  'weakness  quicker  than  to  de¬ 
liberately  mistreat  one  we  think  to 
be  inferior.  Only  one  who  is  lack¬ 
ing  in  an  essential  quality  of  life 
will  be  guilty  at  this  point. 

James  Speaks  of  Two  Laws 

(1)  The  Lav/  of  Liberty  —  Paul, 
Peter  and  James  use  the  word  “lib¬ 
erty”  a  total  of  eleven  times  in  their 
letters  to  describe  a  quality  of 
Christian  living.  As  we  study  these 
various  references  to  “liberty,”  we 
are  led  to  Teel  that  “liberty”  as 
us^d  by  these  New  Testament  writ¬ 
ers  means: 

(a)  That  the  Christian  life  is  not 
bound  by  a  set  of  rules  or  laws  but 
is  motivated  by  high  principles, 
love  and  good  Will. 

(b)  That  Christian  liberty  may 
free  us  from  the  feeling  that  we 
are  bound  by  law,  but  it  does  not 
free  us  to  deliberately  break  a 
known  lriw. 

(c)  That,  by  the  Law  of  Liberty, 
one  follows  a  course  of  action  be¬ 
cause  he  wants  to  do  so,  rather 
than  because  somebody  or  some 
rule  requires  it. 

(d)  That  only  a  Christian  can  do 
what  he  wants  to  do  and  still  have 
no  fear  of;  having  to  suffer  the 
back-wash  of  his  deeds. 

(d)  That  the  Christian  is  free  to 
do  What  he  wants  to  do  because  his 
dedication  leads  him  to  want  to  do 
those  things  that  are  right,  against 
which  there  is  no  law. 

(2)  The  Royal  Law  of  Love.  In 
our  lesson  text  James  talks  about 
the  Royal  Law.  When  Jesus  was 
asked  to  name  the  great  command¬ 
ment,  He  gave  us  the  l^oyal  Law 
of  Love,  “Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and 
with  all  thy,  soul  and  with  all  thy 
mind  .  .  .  and  .  .  .  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,”  (Matt. 
37:9.  Jesus  indicated  that  all  other 
laws  and  commandments  of  the 
Bible  are  but  comments  on  or  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  way  .  We  may  love 
God  supremely  and  our  neighbors 
as  ourselves. 

Love  for  God  and  people  is  es¬ 
sential  to  Christian  living  since  it 
gives  us  a  center  outside  ourselves 
arounc!  which  life  may  revolve,  and 
a  worthy  center  which  we  would 
not  have  if  we  place  ourselves  at 
the  center  of  our  lives. 

It  is  not  stran'ge  that  heathenism, 
with  its  multiplicity  of  gods,  has 
never  developed  a  great  religion.  It 
has  no  central'  objfect  of  worship.  It 
is  not  strange  that  people  who  prac¬ 
tice  polygamy  do  not  develop  a 
great  home  life;  there  is  no  central 
object  of  devotion.  The  Royal  Law 
of  love  makes  love  for  God  and  love 
of  people  the  center  about  which 
the  Chi’istian  life  revolves.  With 
such  a  center,  the  development  of 
Christian  character  has  no  limita¬ 
tions. 

Any  Wilful  Sin  Condemns  Us 

Few  Christians  claim,  perfection 
but  every  Christian  should  aim  at 
perfection.  To  deliberately  and  hab¬ 
itually  break  any  law  of  God  con¬ 
demns  us  as  sinners.  A  man  may  be 
a  criminal  today  by  breaking  any 
one  of  many  criminal  lavys.  God  s 
law  is  like  a  great  symphony  or 
music  where  one  sour  note  repeate 
may  ruin  it  all.’ 
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WORLD  COIN. 
CONVENE:* 
SATURDAY 


Louisiana  Methodism  will  be  rep¬ 
resented  by  eight  delegates  and  of¬ 
ficial  visitors  at  the  Ninth  World 
'  Methodist  Conference  to  be  held 
Sept.  1-12,  at  Lake  Junaluska,  No. 
Carolina,  according  to  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  Little  Hock. 

In  addition  to  Bishop  Martin,  a 
member  of  the  World  Council  which 
is  the  governing  body  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  delegates  are  Dr.  William 
E.  Trice,  pastor  of  the  University 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge; 
and  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans, 
president  of  the  Conference  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Oficial  visitors  include:  Dr.  B.  C. 
Taylor,  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  and  Dr.  J.  J. 
Mickle,  president  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  both  of  Shreveport;  Robert 
P.  Lay,  Gilliam,  Conference  lay 
leader;  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  Ruston, 
superintendent  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  Rev.  James  T.  Harris, 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict. 

The  World  Conference,  which  will 
be  attended  by  Methodists  from 
every  continent,  meets  every  five 
years;  and  the  last  session  was  held 
in  1951  in  Oxford,  England. 

The  functions  of-  the  meeting,  as 
explained  by  a  representative  of  the 
Council,  are  “fraternal  and  co-op¬ 
erative  in  nature,  designed  to  draw 
the  numerous  branches  of  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  movement  closer  together  and 
to  promote  among  them,  evangelis¬ 
tic,  educational,  historical,  and 


Date  Announced  For  1st  1000  Club  Call 


Architect’s  drawing  of  first  unit  of  St.  Luke’s,  Lake  Charles,  which 
1000  Club  assistance  will  make  possible. 


A  Conference  For 

Church  School  Superintendents 
Directors  of  Christian  Education 
Chairmen  of  Commission 
on  Education 

Assistant  Superintendents 

CAMP  BREWER 

September  8  and  9 

Outstanding  Staff  Including 
Dr.  Walter  Towner 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Cost  $3.50  Per  Person 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 
P.O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport 


Ground  Broken  For 
Mooringsport 
Educational 
Building 


other  co-operative  activities.” 

Delegates  and  official  visitors  are 
named  by  the  College  of  Bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  are  an¬ 
nounced  in  each  area  by  the  presid¬ 
ing  bishop. 


Left  to  right,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District;  C.  R.  Patterson,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee;  N.  W. 
Buckelew,  chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  and  Rev.  R.  D.  Coles,  pastor. 


Ground-breaking  ceremonies  were 
held  on  Sunday,  July  22,  for  Moor- 
ingsporfs  new  3340  sq.  ft.  educa¬ 
tional  building.  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor, 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  preached  at  the  morning 
service,  and  led  the  congregation  to 
the  proposed  building  site.  He  was 
assisted  in  the  ceremonies  by  C.  R. 
Patterson,  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee;  N.  W.  Buckelew,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Official  Board,  and  Rev. 
R.  D.  Coles,  pastor. 

Since  the  present  church  structure 
was  built  in  1946,  the  town  of  Moor¬ 
ingsport  has  enjoyed  a  steady 
growth,  according  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
R.  D.  Coles.  The  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion  has  rendered  existing  facilities 
inadequate. 

The  proposed  building,  which  will 
be  located  immediately  behind  the 
church,  will  include  a  kitchen,  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  with  a  folding  door 
that  makes  possible  its  use  as  Inter¬ 
mediate  and  Senior  classrooms, 
Junior,  Primary,  Kindergarten  and 
two  Nursery  classrooms. 

Design  of  the  building  was  made 
anticipating  further  growth  in  the 
community.  The  new  educational 
unit  will  allow  about  40  per  cent 
increase  in  the  present  attendance. 
In  addition,  it  will  be  possible  to  add 
another  story  to  the  building  if  the 
need  for  space  should  arise. 

Central  heating  and  air-condi¬ 
tioning  will  be  installed.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  building  will  be 
completed  by  early  spring. 

The  Building  Committee  is  com¬ 
posed  of  Mrs.  J.  M.  Sharp,  N.  W. 
Buckelew,  Will  Croom,  R.  G.  New- 
land,  Edwin  Elder,  T.  L.  Ellett,  A.  L. 
Crowson,  C.  R.  Patterson,  chairman, 
and  the  pastor. 


The  first  call  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  1000  Club  for  its  desig¬ 
nated  project,  the  St.  Luke’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  has 
been  set  for  the  period  September 
1  through  November  30,  according 
to  Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Missions  which  sponsored 
the  1000  Club  project.  The  decision 
to  limit  the  program  to  three  calls 
each  year  during  the  period  Sep¬ 
tember  through  May  was  made  at 
a  meeting  of  the  1000  Club  commit¬ 
tee  in  Shreveport  recently. 

The  1000  Club  is  a  program  en¬ 
listing  the  support  of  more  than  a 
thousand  Methodist  laymen  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  who  contribute  $10  each  three 
times  a  year  on  call  for  a  confer¬ 
ence  designated  church  extension 
project.  The  program  makes  pos¬ 
sible  financial  assistance  for  a  new 
church  situation  when  help  is  need¬ 
ed  the  most — at  the  beginning. 

During  the  period  September  1 
through  November  30  1000  Club 

members  will  remit  their  $10  contri¬ 
butions  to  church  treasurer  and  the 
district  treasurer  of  the  1000  Club 
who  is  also  the  District  Lay  Leader. 
Funds  are  remitted  by  district  to 
T.  H.  Arnold,  Haynesville,  treasurer 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Missions. 

St.  Luke’s  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
will  be  located  on  a  plot  of  ground 
548  x  280  feet  in  the  University  Site 
Area  of  Lake  Charles,  in  the  fast 
growing  and  developing  southern 
part  of  the  city.  The  building  site 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Board  of  Missions. 
The  congregation  is  presently  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Wesley  Foundation  Build¬ 
ing  across  the  street  from  McNease 
College,  with  services  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Taylor  Wall,  pastor 
of  the  Northside  Church  in  Lake 
Charles.  It  is  expected  that  the 
charter  membership  of  the  new 
church  will  be  kept  open  until  the 
first  of  the  year.  The  first  services 
were  held  on  July  23.  There  is  no 
other  church  of  any  denomination 
at  work  in  this  area  of  Lake  Charles, 
with  the  nearest  Methodist  Church, 
University  Church,  2  miles  from  the 
new  site. 


Town  And  Country 
Conference 
Scheduled 

The  third  annual  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Conference  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Brewer  near  Alexandria,  October 
1-3,  according  to-  announcement  by 
Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter,  Chairman  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Town  and  Country  Commission. 

Rev.  John  Sewell,  pastor  of  the 
Centenary  Methodist  Church, 
Franklinton  and  Secretary  of  Town 
and  Country  Work,  stated  that  the 
program  is  being  worked  out  and 
the  speakers  and  leaders  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  soon. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 


Clergymen  Cautioned  Against 
“ Powerless ”  Speech 


Churchmen  Warned  Rad  io,  TV  Won't 
Lead  People  To  God 


Northfield,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Min¬ 
isters  who  use  the  language  of  gen¬ 
erations  ago  were  warned  here  that 
such  speech  is  “powerless.” 

Dr.  George  A.  Buttrick,  professor 
at  Harvard  Divinity  school,  said 
words  and  phrases  learned  in  stu¬ 
dent  days  at  the  seminary  should 
be  withdrawn  from  circulation  like 
thin-worn  coins  “lest  someone  be¬ 
come  short  changed.” 

The  noted  preacher  —  former 
pastor  of  Madison  Avenue  Presby¬ 
terian  church  in  New  York  —  ad¬ 
dressed  some  300  pastors  attending 
a  theological  conference  at  St.  Olaf 
college  here  on  the  power  of  preach¬ 
ing. 

There  is  no  truth  to  the  saying 
that  “actions  speak  louder  than 
words,”  Dr.  Buttrick  declared. 
“Words  are  our  most  powerful 
deeds.” 

But  mere  words,  he  noted,  are 
powerless,  as  are  ideas  and  notions. 

Neither  is  argument  the  key  to 
power  with  words,  he  said.  “A 
preacher  who  argues  a  sermon 
point  before  his  congregation  is 
bound  to  win.  They  have  no  voice 
in  the  argument  so  they  automatic¬ 
ally  lose.” 

Dr.  Buttrick  declared  that  “only 
in  Biblical  dogma  are  the  words 
which  have  real  power.  These  ax¬ 
ioms  are  words  which  no  man  can 


Singapore  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Hobart 
Bauman  Amstutz,  59  -  year  -  old 
American  who  has  served  for  30 
years  as  a  missionary  in  IVlalaya, 
was  consecrated  Methodist  Bishop 
for  Southeast  Asia  here.  He  succeeds 
Bishop  Raymond  L.  Archer  of 
Singapore  who  is  retiring. 

The  consecration  was  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southeast  Asian  Methodist  Central 
Conference.  Consecrators  were 
Negro  Bishop  Mathew  W.  Clair  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Bishop  Jose  L.  Val¬ 
encia  of  Manila,  the  Phillipines,  and 
Bishop  Archer,  who  is  an  American. 

A  Chinese  elder,  the  Rev.  Hong 
Han  Keng,  and  an  Indian  elder,  the 
Rev.  J.  V.  Ayaduray,  led  Dr.  Am¬ 
stutz  to  the  platform. 

The  ceremony  climaxed  a  five- 
day  election  deadlock  which  ended 
when  a  cable  was  read  from  the 
Rev.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  South¬ 
east  Asian  secretary  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  New 
York,  announcing  his  withdrawal 
as  a  candidate. 

Mr.  Jones  was  asked  to  accept 
the  post  after  delegates  were  un¬ 
successful  in  an  effort  to  elect  an 
Asian  as  the  successor  to  Bishop 
Archer. 

A  native  of  Henrietta,  O.,  Dr. 


Exemption  on  Religious  Grounds 
From  Physical  Examination 
Rejected 

Racine,  Wis.  (RNS)  —  School  of¬ 
ficials  here  rejected  a  request  by 
five  teachers  for  exemption  on  re¬ 
ligious  grounds  from  a  regular  phy¬ 
sical  examination  required  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Although  the  teachers  did  not 
identify  their  religion,  they  said 
such  an  examination  is  contrary 
to  their  religious  beliefs.  Last  year 
the  board  denied  a  similar  request 
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change.  They  are  a  continual  truth 
set  down  by  God.” 

“Yet,  even  these  items  would  fall 
short  of  full  power  if  it  were  not 
for  one,  more  deciding  factor  in  the 
sermon,”  he  said.  “The  preacher 
proclaiming  the  gospel  becomes  one 
with  it  and  derives  his  words  from 
the  strength  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

“There  is  far  greater  powei\  than 
lay  locked  in  the  atom  if  the  power 
of  a  preacher  rests  with  a  commu¬ 
nion  with  the  Holy  Spirit.” 


Little  Rock,  Ark.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
B.  H.  Duncan,  editor  of  the  Ark¬ 
ansas  Baptist,  told  his  readers  in 
an  editorial  what  he  has  known  for 
almost  a  year  —  that  he  is  dying 
of  leukemia. 

Writing  on  “My  Rendezvous  with 
Death”  Dr.  Duncan,  66,  described 
his  experiences  and  thoughts  since 
he  learned  of  his  condition.  He 
wrote  the  editorial  at  the  request 
of  John  Hurt,  Jr.,  Atlanta,  Ga.r 
editor  of  the  Christian  Index,  who 
said  it  would  be  “worth  more  than 
a  thousand  sermons.” 

Dr.  Duncan,  editor  ofvjthe  Ark¬ 
ansas  paper  for  nine  years,  first 
learned  he  had  the  disease  in  No- 


Amstutz  is  district  superintendent 
for  Southern  Malaya.  He  also  serves 
as  Methodist  chaplain  to  the 
British  Army,  the  Royal  Navy  and 
the  Royal  Air  Force  in  Malaya. 

He  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Jap¬ 
anese  during  their  three-year  oc¬ 
cupation  of  Singapore. 

Dr.  Amstutz  is  a  graduate  of 
Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  and  Baldwin- Wallace  Col¬ 
lege,  Berea,  O. 


Singapore ,  (RNS)  —  A  warning 
that  Asians  may  gain  their  freedom 
“only  to  lose  it  to  the  Communists” 
was  sounded  by  retiring  Methodist 
Bishop  Raymond  L.  Archer  of 
Singapore  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Southeastern  Asia  Methodist 
Central  Conference  here. 

(Great  Britain  has  pledged  the 
Malayan  Federation  limited  self- 
government  by  Aug.  31,  1957.) 

“The  people  of  Malaya  and  other 
Southeast  Asian  countries  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  face  the  fact  that  there 
is  in  their  midst  an  enemy  whose 
design  is  the  destruction,  by  stealth 
or  force,  of  the  freedoms  they  so 
greatly  desire,”  the  bishop  said. 

“This  reluctance,”  he  added, 
“stems  from  the  Asians’  desire  to 
devote  all  their  time  and  energy 
to  developing  \heir  economic  and 


from  a  Christian  Scientist  group. 

In  rejecting  the  recent  plea, 
school  commissioners  pointed  out 
that  Wisconsin  law  permits  physi¬ 
cal  examinations  and  said  they  con¬ 
sider  such  tests  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  determined  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  a  teacher  suffers  from, 
or  is  a  carrier  of,  a  communicable 
disease  harmful  to  children. 


Los  Angeles  (RNS)  —  Methodist 
Bishop  Gerald  H.  Kennedy  of  Los 
Angeles  warned  a  group  of  Chris¬ 
tian  educators  here  that  personal 
relations,  not  religious  television 
and  radio  programs,  lead  men  to 
God. 

Addressing  the  annual  Interna¬ 
tional  Audio-Visual  Workshop  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
the  bishop  said  he  didn’t  believe 
many  people  would  be  “saved”  by 
tha  mass  communication  means  of 


vember,  1955,  after  a  kidney  oper¬ 
ation.  The  doctors  told  him  leuke¬ 
mia,  a  blood  ailment,  is  invariably 
fatal  in  from  a  few  weeks  to,  a  few 
years. 

The  clergyman  said  he  then  began 
a  thorough  soul-searching.  He  won¬ 
dered  “if  death  looked  different 
now  that  it  was  so  near  to  me.  Will 
my  life  in  these  few  weeks  be  an 
example  of  what  I  have  preached? 
Is  the  counsel  I  gave  to  others  ade¬ 
quate  for  myself?” 

Dr.  Duncan  said  he  could  add 
nothing  new  to  the  advice  he  had 
given  others  who  were  near  death. 

“I  am  now  in  the  eye  of  the 
hurricane,”  he  wrote.  “I  am  under 
no  illusion  concerning  the  disease. 
The  killer  is  stilL.  in  my  blood 
stream.  It  is  operating  quietly  at 
the  moment  but  it  may  start  its 
rampage  at  any  moment. 

“The  same  Christ, Whom  I  held 
up  as  Lord  and  Savioiir  to  others 
in  their  trials  is  also  my  comfort 
and  stay.  I  know  Whom  I  believed.” 

Dr:  Duncan  explained  that  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  disease  had  not  chang¬ 
ed  his  way  of  life  except  that  he 
rests  a  little  more  now.  He  said  he 
intended  to  continue  editing  the 
paper,  which  is  the  weekly  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Arkansas  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  and  to  continue  a  normal 
existence. 


political  strength. 

“But  the  ultimate  goal  the  Com¬ 
munists  meanwhile  are  pursuing  is 
to  talk  peace  and  independence  to 
their  intended  victim-states  until 
they  have  gained  control  —  when 
they  will  suppress  the  very  free¬ 
doms  that  independence  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  foster  and  protect.” 

Bishop  Archer  said,  however,  that 
there  now  are  signs/  that  Asian 
leaders  are  awakening  to  the  aims 
of  the  Communists  and  preparing 
to  resist  them. 

Gathered  at  the  meeting  here 
were  46  delegates  from  Malaya, 
Burma,  Sumatra,  Sarawak  and 
Singapore,  representing  some  55,- 
000  Methodists  in  the  Southeast 
Asia  Central  Conference.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  Conference’s  his¬ 
tory  the  majority  of  delegates  were 
Asian. 


Communists  Try  To  Lure 
Catholics  Back  To  Vietnam 

Hong  Kong  (RNS)  —  Commu¬ 
nist  authorities  in  North  Vietnam 
appear  to  be  engaged  in  an  exten¬ 
sive  propaganda  drive  to  lure  back 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  who  fled  the  coun- 


\ 


television. 

“The  problem  we  face  ...  is  get- 
.  ting  the  idea  across  that  religion 
has  to  do  with  all  of  life,  not  just 
one  special  activity  on  Sunday,” 
he  declared.  “To  put  on  a  special 
religious  program  simply  increases 
this  split  in  our  thinking.  All  pro¬ 
grams  and  all  activities  must  be 
aware  of  the  Christian  framework 
of  life.” 

More  than  300  ministers,  church 
workers  and  Christian  education  di¬ 
rectors  from  33  denominations 
assembled  on  the  University  of 
Southern  California  campus  for  the 
workshop.  They  spent  a  week  study¬ 
ing  the  production  and  better  use 
of  audio-visual  materials  for  church 
work. 

“Too  often,  filmed  and  recorded 
religious  programs  for  television 
and  radio  get  sentimental  and  really 
appeal  only  to  the  soap  opera  aud¬ 
ience,”  Bishop  Kennedy  said.  “They 
are  really  very  corny. 

“I  think,  too,  that  not  many  peo¬ 
ple  are  going  to  be  'saved  by  tele¬ 
vision.  We  ought,  therefore,  tq  con¬ 
sider  our  television  and  radio  work 
as  a  means  of  encouraging  people 
to  get  into  the  churches.  That  is,  it 
is  in  personal  relationships  and  fel¬ 
lowships  that  men  are  led  to  God.” 

The  Methodist  leader  said  he  felt 
it  was  mistake  to  consider  that  “we 
can  deal  with  people  religiously 
through  mass  methods.” 

“People  need  to  have  the  sense 
of  belonging  —  to  the  smaller  fel¬ 
lowship,  the  churches,  that  is,”  he 
said.  “The  thing  that  worries  me 
is  that  we  will  be  simply  a  part  of 
the  disease  of  our  time  instead  of 
part  of  the  healing,  by  over-using 
sonde  of  these  methods.” 

Bishop  Kennedy  said  he  felt  the 
“mass  movement”  of  these  times 
was  a  part  of  humanity’s  overall 
trouble  and  that  it  was  up  to  the 
church  to  re-establish  a  man’s  in¬ 
dividual  status  and  dignity. 


try  in  the  past  two  years.  V 

An  example  of  this  propaganda 
was  seen  here  in  a  broadcast  from 
Hanoi  over  the  North  Vietnam 
Radio  which  said  that  Catholic 
churches  in  the  Communist-held 
area  have  been  given  allocations 
of  land  “to  permit  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  religious  work.” 

The  station  said  this  is  part  of 
the  land  reform  movement,  and  is 
apart  from  the  general  benefits  re¬ 
ceived  by  “a  large  number  of  poor 
and  landless  Catholic  peasants  un¬ 
der  the  reform  program.” 

According  to  the  North  Vietnam 
Radio,  1,022  villages,  all  completely 
inhabited  by  Catholics,  have  al¬ 
ready  benefited  through  the  land 
reform  program. 

The  station  said  land  has  also 
been  allotted  to  Catholics  who  fled 
to  non-Communist  South  Vietnam, 
and  they  can  claim  it  “on  their  re¬ 
turn  home.”  At  present,  it  added, 
these  plots  are  being  cultivated  by 
relatives  of  the  Catholic  absentees. 

“More  and  moYe  Catholic  peasants 
are  joining  farm  associations  and 
many  Catholic  churches  damaged 
during  the  war  have  now  been  re¬ 
paired,”  the  <Hanoi  station  declared. 

'  It  added  that  animosities  between 
Catholic  and  non-Catholic  peasants 
“fostered  by  the  imperialists  and 
feudalists”  have  “died  out  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  land  reform.” 
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Lay  Activities  Board  Outlines 
Quadrennial  Program 

Chicago,  Ill.,  (MI)  —  Methodist  men  are  on  the  march.  Even  a  casual 
observer  at  the  organizational  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of  Lay 
Activities  here  August  18-19  would  have  sensed  that. 

Growth  in  lay  activities  yvas  reflected-  both  in  formal  reports  of  the 
staff  and  in  spontaneous  testimonies  of  board  members,  most  of  whom 
are  annual  conference  lay  leaders.  The  41-member-agency  heard  that  there 
are  now  approximately  10,000  chartered  groups  of  Methodist  Men,  that 
a  renewed  emphasis  upon  Christian  stewardship  has  increased  the  number 
of  tithers  and  proportionate  givers,  and  that  wide  use  is  being  made  bf 
lay/retreats  and  training  conferences. 

Tackling  its  four-year  task  with  vigorous  enthusiasm,  the  board 
approved  a  long  range  expansion  program,  staked  out  major  goals,  out¬ 
lined  specific  projects  that  would  lift'  local  groups  abve  the  level  of  mere 
“knife  and  fork  clubs,”  and  elected  officers. 

The  board  also  heard  tentative  — ...  — . 

plans  for  the  Second  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Men  to  be  held 
at  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 

Ind.,  July  19-21,  J.957. 

In  response  to  a  challenge  issued* 
by  General  Secretary  Robert  G. 

Mayfield,  the  board  approved'  in 
principle  a  long-range  expansion 
program  to  meet  increasing  calls 
being  made  upon  the  general  staff 
for  field  service.  A  committee  was 
authorized  to  begin  working  with 
the  staff  to  find  means  of  under¬ 
writing  these  additional  activities. 

Ray  H.  ^Nichols,  Vernon,  Texas, 
newspaper  publisher  and  lay  leader 
of  the  Northwest  Texas  Conference, 
was  re-elected  president— a  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  held  since  1944.  Mr. 

Mayfield  was  re-elected  general 
secretary. 

Among  the  aims  adopted  by  the 
board  and  passed  on  to  constituent 
conference  and^local  groups  were 
these: 

— Setting  a  goal  of  a  million  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  during /the  four -year 
period. 

— Winning  at  least  50,000  men  to 
church  membership  each  year  on 
profession  of  faith. 

—Bringing  the  total  number  of 
chartered  Methodist  Men  groups 
up  to  12,500  by  1960. 

—Training  40,000  certified  lay 
speakers  to  make  it  possible  to 
provide  at  least  one  service  in 
every  church  in  Methodism  each 
Sunday,  in  cooperation  with  the 
district  superintendents  and  dis¬ 
trict  boards  of  lay  activities. 

— Enlisting  500  young  men  each 
year  for  the  ministry,  and  if 
necessary,  underwriting  the  total 
cost  of  their  training. 

— Supporting  a  project  providing 
scholarships  for  200  native  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  mission  field. 

In  addition  to  these  over-all 
goals,  the  board  urged  local  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  units  to  support  specific 
projects.  The  suggested  list  includ¬ 
ed  these/ 

— Sharing  in  “1,000  Clubs”  to  help 
establish  new  churches. 

— Getting  new  radio  station  out¬ 
lets  for  the  Methodist  Men’s  Hour 
weekly  broadcast. 

— Providing  the  “Talking  Book 
Edition”  of  the  UPPER  ROOM 
for  blind  persons. 

— Sharing  in  designated  projects 
for  the  new  Alaska  College. 

— Urging  every  Methodist  man  to 
“set  an  example  of  total  absti¬ 
nence”  and  asking  local  cluus  to 
take  a  definite  stand  on  temper¬ 
ance. 

Dr.  E.  Lamont  Geissinger,  retir¬ 
ing  head  of  the  board’s  depart¬ 
ment  of  stewardship,  was  honored 
a  testimonial  luncheon.  He  is 
being  succeeded  by  Dr.  Edwin  A. 

Briggs.  All  other  staff  members 
were  re-elected. 

Devotional  services  at  the  two- 


Japanese  Woman 
Reports  On 
"Red  China"' 

New  York,  (BM)  —The  united 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan,  of 
which  the  Methodist  Church  is  a 
part,  recently  sent  a  representative, 
Mrs.  Kiyoko  Cho,  to  China.  Mrs. 
Cho  is  an  associate  professor  at 
International  Christian  University 
in  Tokyo. 

During  her  trip  Mrs.  Cho  visited 
Shanghai,  Canton,  Nanking,  Han- 
chow  and  Peking.  On  her  return  to 
Japan  she  reported:  “I  made  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  see  both  the  good  and  the 
bad  features  of  Red  China. 

“At  a  farm  in  Hanchow,  when  I 
asked  an  elderly  lady  of  85  which 
she  liked  better,  prewar  or  post¬ 
war  China,  she  replied,  ‘Before  the 
war  old  pebple  were  annoyed  and 
told  to  die.  Also  there  were  many 
thieves.  Since  the  war,  there  are  no 
beggars  and  no  thieves.  Our  life 
is  friendly  and  peaceful.’  But  she 
didn’t  know  why. 

“Many  people  thought  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  would  perish  in  China  be¬ 
cause  of  the  revolution  but  church 
representatives  met  Mao  Tse  Tung 
and  secured  from  him  a  promise  not 
to  suppress  the  Sanjiai  (self-gov¬ 
ernment),  self-support  arjpl  self- 
propogation  Movement.  As  a  result 
Christians  renewed  their  faith  so 
that  now  there  are  three  million 
Catholic  Christians  and  700,000  Pro¬ 
testants. 

“Religious  faith  is  not  suppressed 
as  long  as  it  is  not  against  the  pre¬ 
sent  regime.  There  is  no  religious 
education  in  schools  but  the  study 
of  comrpunism  is  required.  This  is 
because  they  believe  in  commun¬ 
ism.  People  say  that  if  Christianity 
is  true  we  should  fight  together  for 
the  truth.” 


day  meeting  were  conducted  by 
Bishop  Phillips,  Roy  Black  of  Net- 
tleton,  Miss.,  and  Dr.  S.  Douglas 
Walters,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 


INCREASING 
POPULATION  ' 

.  SPURS 
CHURCHES 

New  York.,  (BM)  —  Protestant 
church  leaders  throughout  the  na¬ 
tion  are  gravely  concerned  with 
the  U.  S.  Census  Bureau’s  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  present  esti¬ 
mated  and  the  future  population 
of  the  country.  The  Bureau  esti¬ 
mates  that  the  national  population 
has  now  passed  the  168,000,000 
mark;  that  by  1960  (at  the  present 
rate  of  increase)  it  will  be  177,- 
426,000;  by  1965,  the  figure  should 
be  190,000,000;  and  by  1975  it  will 
have  passed  the  200,000,000  mark. 
Church  and  home  misionary  lead¬ 
ers  see  not  only  social  and  econ¬ 
omic  problems  growing  out  of  this 
increase,  but  many  related  religious 
and  welfare  problems  as  well. 

“This  means,”  said  one  home  mis¬ 
sion  leader  the  other  day,  “that  the 
country  is  increasing  at  the  rate 
of  7,200  persons  (most  of  them 
babies)  per  day.  At  least  one-half 
of  these  will  be  nominally  Protest¬ 
ant.  It  means,  among  other  things, 
that  Protestants  should  be  building 
at  least  seven  new  churches  each 
day —  allowing  500  persons  for  a 
normal  congregation.  It  means  also 
new  educational  and  recreational 
facilities  in  our  churches,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  2500  additional  ministers  * 
graduated  from  our  seminaries  each 
year,  and  adequate  plants  to  house 
worshippers:  and  right  now  we  do 
not  have  sufficient  building  or  per¬ 
sonnel  to  meet  current  needs.”  Both 
rural  and  city  leaders  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Council,  as  well  as  its  build¬ 
ing  and  educational  staffs,  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  study  this  new  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  churches. 


Japan  Christians  To 
Send  Missionaries 

Another  of  the  “younger  church¬ 
es”  to  which  the  Methodist  Church 
in  America  is  related,  is  planning 
to  send  out  overseas  missionaries  of 
its  own.  This  time  it  is  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  of  Japan  . 

The  United  Church,  through  its 
vice-moderator,  the  Rev.  Gosaku 
Okada,  reports  that  it  is  considering 
organizing  an  Overseas  Mission  De¬ 
partment.  The  primary  purpose 
would  be  to  minister  to  the  spirit¬ 
ual  needs  of  Japanese  scattered 
throughout  the  world. 

“For  example,  there  are  400,000 
Japanese  living  in  Brazil  who  are 
served  by  only  30  churches,”  Mr. 
Okada  said.  “And  there  are  not 
ministers  even  for  that  small  num¬ 
ber.  Churches  in  Bolivia  and  Para¬ 
guay  are  asking  for  ministers,  and 
on  Okinawa  a  Japanese  community 
of  5,000  is  seeking  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers.” 


26  Train  As  2-Year 
Missionaries 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  (BM)  —  Their 
enthusiasm  and  perseverance  un¬ 
wilted  by  Missouri’s  July-  August 
heat,  the  1956-class  of  home  mission 
trainees  is  following  an  active  pro¬ 
gram  at  .National  College  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Workers  in  Kansas  City.  The 
training  program  began  July  21  and 
will  end  August  31. 

The  three  young  men  and  twen¬ 
ty-three  young  women  in  the 
group,  from  all  sections  of  the 
United  States,  are  preparing  for 
two  years  of  home  mission  service 
in  projects  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

Their  daily  schedule  includes 
classes,  workshops  and  worship 
duel  conferences  with  the  young 
week-end  trip  to  certain  Woman’s 
Division  projects. 

A  day  begins  early  for  them, 
with  7:15  a.  m.  breakfast,  and  it  is 
not  until  after  the  evening  worship 
service  that  they  have  any  “free” 
time,  much  *  of  which  is  spent  in 
preparation  for  the  next  day’s  clas¬ 
ses.  During  the  week  of  August  6 
the  executive  secretaries  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Work  in  Home  Fields 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  were  on 
the  campus  for  group  and  indivi¬ 
dual  conferences  with  the  young 
people  preparing  for  the  various 
areas  of  work  in  the  department. 

Classes  in  Christian  faith,  social 
group  work,  religious  education  and 
recreation  and  crafts  are  being 
taught  by  Dr.  John  Johannaber,  of 
the  National  College  faculty;  Miss 
Betty  Ruth  Goode,  faculty  member 
of  Scarritt  College;  Mrs.  Vernon 
Bradley,  former  rural  work  super¬ 
visor  of  Scarritt  College;  and)  Mrs. 
Verna  Rensvald,  Kansas  City  re¬ 
creation  director. 

The  weekend  trip,  via  Greyhound 
bus,  took  the  young  people  and 
their  directors  to  a  rural  church 
near  Cassville,  Missouri;  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  assembly  grounds  at  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Arkansas ;  Aldersgate 
Camp  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas; 
and  Cookson  Hills  Center,  Cookson, 
Oklahoma. 


Mr.  Okada  said  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Church  pro¬ 
bably'  will  be  asked  to  establish  an 
overseas  department  at  its  fall  ses¬ 
sion. 

In  recent  months,  other  younger 
branches  of  Methodism  or  other 
churches  to  which  Methodism  is 
related  have  sent  missionaries  to 
other  lands.  Philippines  Methodists 
have  sent  a  woman  missionary  to 
Okinawa,  Argentine  Methodists 
have  sent  workers  to  the  Indians  of 
Bolivia  and  Methodists  of  both  Ma¬ 
laya  and  Sumatra  have  sent  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Sarawak  (north 
Borneo).  * 


Holds  Personality  Prime  Quality  of  Ideal  Minister 


Pittsburg,  Pr.  (RNS)  —  What  are  the  qualities  of 
the  ideal  minister? 

Dr.  Clifford  E.  Davis,  of  Glenshaw,  vocational 
counselor  for  the  Presbyterian  (USA)  Board  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  says  personality  is  more  important  than 
'scholarship. 

“A  man  whose  intelligence  may  be  relatively  low 
often  is  very  successful  in  the  ministry  because  of 
his  personality,”  he  sand. 

“Emotional  stability,  the  faculty  of  adapting  ones- 
self  to  new  situations  and  the  ability  to  get  along  with 
all  types  of  people  are  most  important.  Patience  'and 
tolerance  are  musts.” 

Dr.  Davis  is  on  the  advisory  board  of  a  group  which 


will  make  the  first  scientific  survey  to  determine  what 
characteristics  U.  S.  congregations  seek  in  a  minister. 

The  survey  is  sponsored  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  conjunction  with  the  Educational  Test¬ 
ing  Service,  a  research  organization,  of  Princeton,  N.J. 

Dr.  Davis  will  turn  over  to  the  research  group  the 
results  of  his  15,000  intelligence,  interest  and  person¬ 
ality  tests  aimed  at  determining  whether  young  men 
seeking  to  become  ministers  were  fitted  for  the  task. 

A  call  to  enter  the  ministry  does  not  always  mean 
a  young  man  is  suited  to  the  pulpit,  Dr.  Davis  said. 

“The  young  man’s  qualifications  may  rather  be 
those  of  a  teacher  in  a  seminary  or  college  or  in  the 
missionary  field,”  he  explained. 
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Editorials: 


<ZA  “Self Inflicted  <rDisease>> 

R.  ANDREW  C.  IVEY,  head  of  the  Department  of  Clinical 
Science  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  in  addressing  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Scientific  Studies  for  the  Prevention  of  Alcohol¬ 
ism,  recently  said,  “No  medical  formula  will  ever  effectively 
prevent  this  self-inflicted  disease.  Drinkers  and  potential  drinkers 
must  be  educated  to  avoid  the  problem.  There  is  no  real  cure.” 

In  this  same  address,  Dr.  Ivy  stated  that  alcoholism  is  the  num¬ 
ber  4  health  problem  of  the  nation.  He  said,  also,  that  it  is  the  only 
health  problem  that  is  100  per  cent  preventable.  In  the  midst  of  a 
lot  of  sentimental,  conglomerated  dribble  on  the  cause  and  cure  of 
alcoholism,  this  statement  of  Dr.  Ivy  is  one  of  the  most  forthright 
pronouncements  on  the  subject  that  we  have  seen  recently  from 
scientific  sources. 

Alcoholism  is  a  “self-inflicted  disease”  and  it  is  100  per  cent 
preventable.  Dr.  Ivy  gives  an  unfailing  remedy — ‘total  abstinence.” 
Alcoholism  is  not  only  self-inflicted  so  far  as  individuals  are  con¬ 
cerned,  it  is  a  self-inflicted  disease  so  far  as  society  is  concerned. 
Society  also  has  a  remedy — total  prohibition. 

<<5 he  Issue  In  & he  Suez  Crisis 

WHILE  Egyptian  sovereignty,  colonialism,  nationalism  and 
other  related  questions  have  been  raised  at  the  London 
Conference,  which  is  attempting  to  solve  the  problems 
produced  by  the  nationalization  of  the  Suez  Canal  by  the 
Egyptian  government,  there  seems  to  be  but  one  real  issue  to  be 
decided. 

The  question  at  issue,  and  it  is  a  very  important  one,  is,  who 
is  to  control  the  Suez  Canal?  Is  that  control  to  be  under  inter¬ 
national  guidance  or  is  Egypt,  alone,  to  control  this  vital  waterway. 

The  issue  is  plainly  drawn  in  the  two  proposals  which  were 
presented. to  the  London  Conference.  Secretary  Dulles  proposed, 
at  the  conference,  that  the  canal  be  operated  by  an  International 
board,  with  Egypt  as  a  member.  India,  representing  four  nations 
which  included  Russia,  presented  a  proposal  to  continue  Egyptian 
control  with  an  international  advisory  board  standing  by  without 
the  power  to  enforce  its  recommendations.  Independent  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  Egypt  proposes  treaty  guarantees  with  each  nation  or 
group  of  nations  concerned. 

Eighteen  of  the  twenty-two  nations  attending  the  London  Con¬ 
ference  supported  the  proposal  of  Secretary  Dulles.  Four  other 
nations,  including  Russia  as  might  be  expected,  objected  to  the 
American  plan  and  supported  the  plan  offered  by  India. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  delicate,  international  situations  that 
has  developed  for  quite  a  while.  The  Suez  Canal  is  the  most  im¬ 
portant  waterway  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  It  is  imperative,  for  the 
good  of  the  world,  that  it  be  kept  open  for  use  by  all  nations.  In 
the  upswing  of  nationalism  that  has  swept  so  many  smaller  nations 
of  earth  in  recent  years,  Egypt  has  felt  the  full  impact  of  the  move¬ 
ment.  The  nationalization  of  the  Suez  Canal  is  one  way  it  is  ex¬ 
pressing  its  feelings  in  this  movement. 

Without  question,  the  rights  of  Egypt  have  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  some  larger  powers  in  other  days.  Now  Egypt  makes  de¬ 
mands  that  could  critically  affect  the  rights  of  many  nations  of 
earth,  large  and  small.  Unsettled,  unstable  and  unreliable  as  is  the 
government  of  Egypt,  most  of  the  nations  affected  by  this  move 
feel  that  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  give  Egypt  complete  control 
of  this  vital  waterway.  While  the  situation  is  potentially  dangerous, 
there  is  the  general  feeling  that  it  will  be  settled  through  negoti¬ 
ations. 

Need  °Jor  Qreater  Understanding 

THE  general  industrial  and. economic  picture  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  is  a  changing  one'.  Each  year  new  industries  select 
this  part  of  the  country  as  the  base  of  their  operation,  and 
still  other  industries  are  .relocating  in  these  parts.  Particularly 


in  Louisiana  is  the  change  very  apparent,  although  Arkansas 
is  not  without  its  industrial  gains.  And  if  the  politicians  are  any¬ 
thing  like  correct,  industrial  gains  made  thus  far  are  only  the  be¬ 
ginning.  A 

With  these  industrial  gains,  citizens  of  these  two  states  are 
making  adjustments  of  various  sorts,  some  easy  some  more  difficult. 
Among  the  factors  playing  an  increasing  role  in  the  life  of  these 
two  states  is  that  of  organized  labor.  This  factor  in  southern  econ¬ 
omy  has  not  been  very  influential  but  with  the  rise  of  southern 
industralization,  there  has  been  a  parallel  strengthening  of  labor’s 
influence. 

Our  impression  is  that  organized  labor  generally  does  not  com¬ 
mand  the  respect  and  confidence  which  it  should.  When  the  word 
“labor”  is  mentioned  there  immediately  arises  in  the  minds  of 
many  people  the  worst  aspects  of  the  labor  movement.  This  notion 
here  in  the  South  has  been  nurtured  not  so  much  by  the  general 
experience  of  the  labor  movement  here  but  rather  that  of  the 
northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  nation.  Most  responsible 
people  in  the  South  respect  the  social  and  economic  gains  which 
the  labor  movement  has  made  possible,  but  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  our  citizens  there  is  still  a  big  question  mark  about  labor’s  intent 
and  ultimate  goals. 

We  submit  that  this  is  not  as  it  should  be.  Just  where  the 
responsibility  for  this  situation  rests  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  but 
prejudice  and  closed  minds  by  people  of  many  walks  of  life  account 
for  most  of  the  misunderstanding  and  difficulty. 

We  have  always  been  troubled  because  the  church  has  not 
taken  a  greater  hand  in  bringing  its  influence  to  bear  on  the  labor 
movement  generally,  and  also  because  many  of  the  leaders  of  labor 
movements  have  not  been  indentified  with  religious  movements. 
The  solution  to  the  problem  'of  the  public’s  appraisal  of  the  labor 
movement  is,  of  course,  more  than  a  simple  identification  of  these 
two  movements,  one  with  the  other.  However,  in  the  wider  fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  church  there  is  greater  opportunity  for  deepening  the 
understanding  between  all  concerned,  and  out  of  such  understand¬ 
ing  there  should  come  a  changed  point  of  view,  a  view  that  does 
not  arouse  suspicion  every  time  the  word  “labor”  is  heard. 

r World  efflethodist  Conference 

AS  indicated  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
will  be  amply  represented  at  the  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  which  is  scheduled  to  convene  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  the  latter  part  of  this  week.  More  than  two  dozen  min¬ 
isters  and  laymen  from  the  Area  will  be  among  the  2,500  delegates 
and  accredited  visitors  from  70  countries  expected  to  attend  the  con¬ 
ference  proceedings.  Forty  Methodist  communions  with  a  total 
membership  exceeding  18,000,000  and  a  constituency  of  approx¬ 
imately  40,000,000  persons,  will  be  represented  in  the  conference. 

Since  the  conference  is  not  a  legislative  body,  its  conclusions 
will  have  no  binding  effect  on  member  communions,  but  the  spirit 
engendered  among  and  in  those  sharing  this  world-wide  fellowship 
will  undoubtedly  have  a  most  wholesome  effect  as  peoples  repre¬ 
senting  many  countries  and  races  join  hearts  and  minds  in  a  com¬ 
mon  pursuit  of  a  greater  awareness  and  understanding  of  Christ 
and  one  another. 


CAB  CLEARS  WAY  FOR  REDUCED 
CLERGY  PLANE  FARES 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  has  cleared 
the  way  for  airlines  to  inaugurate  reduced  rate  transportation  on  a  space- 
available  basis  for  clergymen. 

The  board  sayi  no  further  action  is  needed  to  implement  the  law  en¬ 
acted  by  Congress  and  signed  by  President  Eisenhower. 

Any  United  States  air  carrier  or  foreign  air  carrier  that  wants  to  grant 
reduced  passage  to  ministers  must  simply  publish  and  file  the  proper  notice 
to  the  board,  with  no  further  action  required,  the  announcement  said. 


Louisiana  Conference  —  R.  R.  Branton,  J.  N.  Fomby, 
Leonard  Cooke,  George  W.  Pomeroy,  Virgil  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  Charles  W.  Price,  Harry  Squires. 

North  Arkansas  Conference — Joel  Cooper,  W.  Henry  Good- 
loe,  Goider  Lawrence,  William  Hightower,  J.  G. 
Moore,  Joe  S.  Pierce,  R.  J.  Rice. _ ____ 
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University  Church 
Breaks  Ground  For 
Building 

Ground  was  broken  on  Sunday, 
July  22,  for  the  children’s  educa¬ 
tional  building  of  the  University 
■Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  new  building,  which  will 
provide  facilities  for  teaching  chil¬ 
dren  from  the  ages  of  two  to  11, 
is  to  be  constructed  just  west  of 
the  Holmes  Memorial  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  Building  adjacent  to  the 
church.  A  two-story,  brick  structure, 
the  building  will  be  50x90  feet  in 
size.  It  is  to  be  constructed  at  a 
cost  of  $102,000. 

Kenneth  Swartwood,  chairman  of 
the  financial  campaign  for  the 
building,  was  in  charge  of  the" 
ground  -  breaking  ceremony.  Dr. 
William  E.  Trice,  pastor  of  the 
church,  led  in  the  opening  prayer. 
The  first  shovel  of  dirt  was  turned 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Reynard,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Children’s  Division. 

Others  participating  in  the  cere¬ 
mony  were  Boyd  Baun,  Church 
School  superintendent;  Mrs.  Thomas 
E.  Hampton,  Children’s  Division  di¬ 
rector;  Frank  Turpin  and  Dr.  Vin¬ 
cent  Parker,  present  and  former 
chairman  of  the  commission  on  Ed¬ 
ucation;  Harold  Barr,  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  chairman;  Mrs.  Clifton  Brad-  - 
ford,  president  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service;  L.  W. 
Eaton,  Jr.,  Official  Board  chairman; 
Robert  Coleman,  architect,  and 
teachers  and  children  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Division. 

Revival  At 
Grand  Cane 

Revival  services  were  held  at  the 
Grand  Cane  Church  the  week  of 
July  22  with  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Mer¬ 
rill  of  Mansfield,  Rev.  James  Skin¬ 
ner  of  Montgomery  and  Rev.  T.  O. 
Rorie,  pastor  of  the  church,  doing 
the  preaching.  There  were  four  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  was  soloist 
and  led  in  hymn  singing.  The  music, 
plus  the  visiting  ministers,  attrac¬ 
ted  audiences  which  seemed  to  in¬ 
clude  everyone  in  the  Grand  Cane 
area,  according  to  report. 

Two  Sunday  School  rooms  had 
been  added  to  the  church  and  the 
church  was  cleaned  and  painted  be¬ 
fore  the  revival.  James  Griffith, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  has 
other  plans  for  the  church,  perhaps 
a  recreational  hall,  reports  indicate. 

Revival  services  at  Stonewall  will 
follow  the  completion  of  the  re¬ 
modeled  church  there. 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
CONFERENCE  SCHEDULED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Carter  stated  /  that 
the  Town  and  Country  -  Commission 
urges  all  pastors  and  interested  lay- 
members  who'  can  to  attend,  al¬ 
though  the  Conference  will  be  lim¬ 
ited  to  about  100,  due  to  limited 
facilities. 

Cost  of  the  Conference  will  be 
sh00  registration,  which  should  be 
sent  in  as  soon  as  possible  to  Rev. 
iohn  Sewell,  Franklinton,  La.,  and 
?6-00  room  and  board. 

Special  consideration  on  room  and 
°ard  will  be  made  for  those  who 
cannot  remain  the  full  time,  but  all 
Will  be  expected  to  pay  the  registra- 
^  fee.  Where  possible,  the  local 
mficial  boards  are  urged  to  assist 
heir  pastors  and  interested  lay 
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OPEN  HOUSE  FOR  HALL  SUMMIT 
PARSONAGE 


New  Faculty  And 
Staff  Members 
At  Centenary 

Centenary  College  will  open  its 
132nd, year  with  17  new  faculty  and 
staff  members,  President  Joe  J. 
Mickle  has  announced. 

The  new  members  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  formally  at  the  annual  pre¬ 
registration  faculty  conference,  to 
be  held  Sept.  7  and  8  at  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Camp  on  Caney  Lake  and  on 
the  local  campus. 

LeRoy  Anspach  will  be  introduced 
as  the  new  director  of  the  Centen¬ 
ary  College  school  of  music  and 
replacement  for  Dr.  Ralph  Squires, 
who  has  accepted  the  position  of 
dean  of  the  division  of  fine  arts 
at  McNeese  State  College,  Lake 
•Charles.  He  also  will  hold  the  title 
of  professor  of  piano. 

Other  newcomers  to  the  faculty 
are  the  following:  Vernon  Cates, 
instructor  in  chemistry;  George 
Brown  Davis,  acting  librarian  and 
assistant  professor  of  French;  Miss 
Jane  Ladner,  associate  professor  of 
physical  education;  the  Rev.  Jim 
McLean,  director  of  religious  life 
and  instructor  of  Bible;  Miss  Le- 
nore  Rees,  dean  of  women  and 
assistant  professor  of  Spanish;  Rob¬ 
ert  Regan,  instructor  of  English; 
Dr.  Sidney  W.  Rice,  professor  and 
head  of  the  physical  education  de¬ 
partment;  John  Scurlock,  assistant 
professor  of  physics;  Jack  Teagar¬ 
den,  instructor  of  English,  and  El- 
wood  Traylor,  assistant  professor 
of  education. 

Others  who  will  be  working  on 
the  campus  for  the  first  time  this 
year  are  following:  Mrs.  Mary 
Hoover,  college  nurse;  Doug  Mooty, 
basketball  coach;  Mrs.  Joyce  H. 
Posey,  director  of  the  nursery  school, 
Mrs.  Willie  B.  Young,  teacher  in 
the  nursery  school;  Mrs.  Fannie  Lee 
Nichols,  hostess  at  Rotary  Hall,  and 
Mrs.  Melita  Sheard,  hostess  at  East 
Colonial  Hall. 


members  to  attend. 

The  Town  and  Country  Confer¬ 
ence  is  designed  to  assist  churches 
in  rural  areas  and  communities  of 
less  than  10,000  population. 


The  Youth  Choir  of  the  Greens- 
burg  Methodist  Church  furnishes 
the  music  for  the  evening  service 
at  the  church  with  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  choir  leading  the  service 
and  another  member  leading  in 
grayer. 

Many  of  these  young  people  take 
the  morning  service  on  tape  record¬ 
ing  to  14  shut-ins  each  week  so 
that  they  may  worship  with  the 
congregation. 


Open  house  was  held  at  the  new 
parsonage  of  the  Hall  Summit  Larg¬ 
er  Parish  on  Sunday,  August  5,  from 
2:00  to  5:00  p.m. 

The  parsonage,  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  June,  is  a  joint  project 
of  t|ie  six  churches  comprising  the 
Larger  Parish  and  will  be  used  as 
a  home  for  the  resident;  minister 
and  headquarters  for  the  Parish. 
The  charge  consists  of  Hall  Summit, 
East  Point,  Wesley  Chapel,  Cross 
Roads.  Holly  Springs  and  Carroll 
Creek  Methodist  Churches,  all  lo¬ 
cated  in  Red  River  Parish  in  the 
Shreveport  District. 

The  parsonage  is  located  in  Hall 
Summit  near  the  church  on  the 
land  given  the  charge  by  the  Hall 
Summit  Church  for  this  purpose. 
The  project  was  started  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1955,  by  the  Larger  Parish 
Council,  composed  of  representatives 
from  each  of  the  six  churches.  Upon 
discussion  of  ways  and  means  for 
the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of 
the  old  parsonage,  the  suggestion 
was  made  that  a  new  parsonage  be 
Suilt.  Thus,  the  movement  was  be¬ 
gun  and  carried  through  to  com¬ 
pletion  in  six  months. 

The  building  is  of  modern  brick 
veneer  construction,’  with  seven 
rooms,  a  bath  and  a  half  and  is 
evaluated  at  $15,000,  although  ac¬ 
tual  cost  was  much  less,  due  to 
many  gifts  and  donations,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Floyd  M. 
Durham.  Wall  to  wall  carpeting  for 
the  living  room  and  dining  room, 


Pictured  above  are  members  of 
the  choir,  front  row,  left  of  pulpit, 
left  to  right,  Marie  Nannette  Wood¬ 
ward,  Patty  Holland,  Vesta  Lee  Al¬ 
len;  front  row,  right  of  pulpit,  Glor¬ 
ia  Holland,  Karen  McDonald,  Caro¬ 
lyn  Allen;  back  row,  Vernon  Bridg¬ 
es,  Nat  Travis,  Louis  Yarbrough, 
Daryl  Ray  Carruth,  Betty  Marie 
Williams,  Bobby  Lawson,  Cewilla 
Allen,  Patsy  Williams,  Larry  Car¬ 
ruth,  Shirley  Allen. 


tile  for  the  two  baths  and  screens 
were  donated  by  various  firms  in 
Shreveport.  In  addition,  there  were 
many  gifts  of  labor,  new  furnish¬ 
ings,  and  cash  donations.  These, 
plus  contributions  from  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District  Board  of  Missions  and 
the  Conference  Board  of  Missions 
and  Church  Extension,  have  served 
to  reduce  the  indebtedness  to  less 
than  $6,000,  which  is  to  be  paid 
over  a  number  of  years  in  yearly 
payments. 

Serving  on  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  were  the  parsonage  trustees 
and  the  men  of  the  Larger  Parish 
Council.  They  are  Mrs.  T.  L.  Hama, 
H.  W.  Jackson  and  T.  M.  McPherson 
of  Hall  Summit;  Mrs.  William  Mc- 
Lelland,  Sr.,  and  Harry  Foster  of 
East  Point;  Mrs.  Joe  Price  and 
Willie  Allen  of  Wesley  Chapel;  Mrs. 
Faye  Woodward  and  Rex  Wood  of 
Cross  Roads  church;  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Smith  and  C.  L.  Kennington,  Sr., 
of  Holly  Springs,  and  Mrs.  J.  P. 
McDowell  and  Norman  Allen  of 
Carroll  Creek. 

In  addition  to  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Jackson  of  Hall 
Summit  Church  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Special  Gifts  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  the  resident  minister  ser¬ 
ved  as  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  Harry  Foster  as  vice- 
chairman  and  T.  M.  McPherson  as 
treasurer  of  the  Building  Fund.  Mrs. 
T.  L.  Hanna,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Charge  Parsonage  Committee, 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Furnish¬ 
ings  Committee  and  was  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  securing  many  of  the  gifts 
for  the  parsonage 

At  the  open  house  guests  were 
greeted  by  Miss  Jean  Durham, 
daughter  of  the  pastor  and  his  wife. 
In  the  receiving  line  were  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Durham,  Rev.  William  Blakely, 
associate  minister,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Hanna, 
Mrs.  William  McLelland,  Sr.,  Mrs. 
Joe  Price  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Smith. 
Assisting  in  caring  for  the  guests 
were  Miss  Carolyn  McConnell  and 
other  young  women  of  the  church. 

In  charge  of  refreshments  and 
floral  arrangements  were  the  three 
presidents  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  charge, 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Conly,  president  of  the 
East  Point  society,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Stew¬ 
art,  president  of  the  Hall  Summit 
society  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Cobb,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cross  Roads  society. 

Others  assisting  were  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  McLelland,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Howard 
Foster,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Sconyers  and  Mrs. 
Leonard  Swint.  Misses  Margaret 
Durham,  Janet  Scott,  Mary  Mar¬ 
garet  Price  and  Brenda  Wimberly 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Stewart,  assisted  in  conducting 
guests  through  the  parsonage. 

Several  men  of  the  Larger  Parish 
Council,  stationed  in  the  den,  acted 
as  hosts  for  the  afternoon. 
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Camp 

Intermediate  Camp 
For  Monroe 
District 

Pictured  at  right  are  the  81  camp¬ 
ers  and  counselors  of  the  Monrpe 
District  Intermediate  Camp  No.  1 
held  July  16-21  at  Camp  Alabama, 
Choudrant.  The  theme  of  the  camp 
was  “Stewards  in  God’s  World.” 

Homer  Noley,  an  American  In¬ 
dian,  represented  the  Oklahoma 
Mission  Conference-,  and  was  a 
guest  for  the  week  and  inspired  the 
camp  with  his  presence  and  chalk 
talks. 

The  Intermediates  of  this  camp 
contributed  $65.00  toward  a  camp¬ 
ing  fund  for  Indian  youth  of  the 
Oklahoma  Mission  Conference. 

Staff  members  for  this  session 
were:  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton  and  Miss 


Time  In  Arkansas  And  Louisiana 


Carrie  Hatch  from  Rayville;  Mrs. 
John  Adams,  Sterlington;  Mrs.  R. 
T.  Riddle,  First  Church,  Monroe; 
Miss  Margaret  Robinson  and  Rev. 
Dan  Anders,  from  Claiborne;  Rev. 


Monroe  District  Intermediate  Camp 


W.  D.  Milton  and  Spiler  Milton, 
First  Church,  West  Monroe;  Rev. 
Ed  Hinkle,  Mangham;  W.  L.  Strong, 
Holly  Ridge;  Emmet  Moore,  Wis- 
ner;  and  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining, 


Associate  Pastor,  First  Church, 
Monroe,  Director. 

This  was  one  of  the  five  camps 
being  held  for  the  youth '  of  the 
Monroe  District  this  summer. 


Lake  Charles  District  in  Intermediate  Camp  At  Camp  Brewer 


' Lake  Charles  District  Intermediate  Camp 


The  Intermediates  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  enjoyed  a  wonder¬ 
ful  week  at  Camp  Brewer,  July  2-7, 
according  to  leaders.  The  dean  of 
the  camp  was  Rev.  Loyd  Williams, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
at  Maplewood. 

The  52  Intermediate  campers 
came  from  Cameron,  DeQuincy, 
DeRidder,  Eunice,  Iowa,  Jennings, 
Kinder,  Lake  Charles,  Leesville, 
Maplewood,  Oberlin,  Sulphur,  Vin¬ 
ton,  Hackberry,  Westlake,  and  New 
Orleans. 

In  addition  to  the  dean  there  were 
five  women  and  five  men  who  ser¬ 
ved  as  adult  counselors.  The  coun¬ 
selors  were  also  in  charge  of  the 
four  discovery  groups  into  which 
the  campers  were  divided  for  the 
week’s  activities.  One  morning  each 
of  the  groups  cooked  their  own 
breakfast  in  the  area  surrounding 
the  camp  site  proper. 

The  person  called  upon  most  that 
week  was  Mrs.  Loyd  Williams,  the 
nurse,  who  treated  at  least  a  fourth 

Fayetteville  District 
Has  Senior  And 
Intermediate  Camp 

The  Senior  and  Intermediate 
Youth  Camp  of  the  Fayetteville 
District  opened  on  Monday,  July  9, 
and  ran  through  Friday,  July  13. 
Approximately  30  churches  were 
represented.  Rev.  Roy  I.  Bagley, 
district  superintendent  .of  the  Fay¬ 
etteville  District,  was  camp  mana¬ 
ger,  Rev.  Worth  Gibson"  of  Gentry 
was  dean  of  the  Senior  Camp  and 
Rev.  John  Fljmn  of  Springdale  was 
in  charge  of  the  Intermediate  Camp. 

Counselors  for  the  camp  were 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Verlia  Harris  of 
Prairie  Grove,  Mrs.  Richard  Hodges 
of  Siloam  Springs,  Miss  Ruth  Clau- 
son  of  Rogers,  Mrs.  Lucille  Perry 
of  Rogers,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Holt 
of  Berry  ville,  Richard  Fenno  of 
Siloam  Springs,  Mrs.  Roy  I.  Bagley 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Pearl  Moseley. 

A  core  Unit  on  missions  was  used 
and  special  guests  were  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Keith  Hamilton  and  family  of 
Lapaz,  Bolivia,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ar¬ 
thur  Miller  of  Chile,  and  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Finney  and  family,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  India. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Rickey  of 
Conway  were  in  charge  of  recrea¬ 
tion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Rickey,  who  is 


of  the  campers  for  yellow  jacket 
and  wasp  stings,  and  a  couple  of 
the  other  campers  for  poison  ivy. 
In  addition  to  these  there  were  cuts 
and  bruises  of  numerous  descrip¬ 
tions. 

One  of  the  main  projects  of  the 


Camp  was  a  camp  paper  entitled, 
“The  Yellow  Jacket.”  The  name, 
of  course,  was  the  outcome  of  the 
campers  experiences  with  the  yel¬ 
low  jackets. 

Two  events  seemed  to  stand  out 
above  all  others,  reports  indicate. 


The  whole-hearted  cooperation  of 
the  campers  in  individual  worship 
each  morning,  and  the  response  for 
r  e  d  e  d  i  ca  tion  and  reconsecration 
which  was  extended  to  the  campers 
at  the  evening  worship  on  Friday 
night. 


Above:  Fayetteville  District  Senior  Camp 
Below:  Fayetteville  District  Intermediate  Camp 


district  superintendent  of  the  Con¬ 
way  District,  was  the  keynote  speak¬ 


er  for  the  camp. 

Rev,  M.  A.  Dorman  of  Fayette¬ 


ville  was  in  charge  of  equipment 
games. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


\  Life  For  Living  !  By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

REGAINING  OUR  NERVE 

We  know  what  we  mean  when  *we  say  that  a  person  has  lost  his  nerve. 
We  mean  that  he  has  lost  the  willingness  to  dare  the  difficult.  He  takes 
aim  but  he  never  shoots.  Sometimes  this  loss  of  nerve  comes  in  a  crisis,  as 
in  the  case  of  Joseph  Conrad’s  immortal  character,  Lord  Jim. 

That  young .  officer,  trained  in  the  traditions  of 
seamanship,  threw  honor  aside  when  he  joined  the 
cowardly  crew  in  abandoning  his  sinking  ship  before 
waking  the  passengers.  The  memories  of  that  deed  so 
ate  into  the  morale  of  Lord  Jim  that  The  portrayal  of 
them  by  Conrad  has  become  a  classic.  The  reading  of 
that  story  arouses  questions  which  haunt  the  minds  of 
us  all.  How  would  we  feel  if  we  had  turned  coward 
in  such  a  crisis?  How  would  we  recover  our  lost  nerve? 
Who  or  what  could  restore  our  self-respect? 

Well,  history  bears  record  of  one  such  restored 
nerve  in  the  case  of  Peter.  The  disciple  who  deserted 
Jesus  on  the  night  of  the  betrayal  and  even  denied  connection  with  Him 
outside  the  high  priests’  court  —  that  same  disciple  Peter  was  somehow 
transformed  into  the  courageous  leader  of  Christ’s  church.  Sometime 
within  the  fortnight  .following  the  Crucifixion  Peter  caught  something 
from  Christ  which  put  nerve  back  into  him. 

And  what  happened  to  Peter  has  been  duplicated  down  the  ages.  Men 
running  away  from  terrors  have  been  turned  about  in  their  courses  and 
restored  to  courage. 

The  more  dangerous  losing  of  nerve,  however,  does  not  come  in  crises 
but  by  slow,  softening  and  subtle  compromise.  Lord  Melbourne  once  gave 
the  advice,  “Do  not  try  to  do  good  and  then  you  will  not  get  into  scrapes.” 
When  he  said  that,  Lord  Melbourne  was  revealing  that  he  had  lost  his 
nerve.  He  might  not  have  recognized  his  ailment  for  what  it  was,  for  we 
have  such  clever  ways  of  rationalizing  our  lost  nerve.  We  often  call  it  being 
practical  or  tactful  or  diplomatic.  Thus  we  shrink  into  our  protective  shell 


of  prudence  when  we  should  be  stepping  forth  boldly  to  dare  the  right  and 
resist  the  wrong. 

But  there  is  another  sense  in  which  nerve  may  be  lost.  We  may  lose 
our  sensitivity  of  feeling  as  well  as  our  courage  in  daring.  When  we 
no  longer  feel  a  twinge  of  conscience  at  evils  that  once  would  stir  us,  when 
we  no  longer  are  disturbed  by  the  joy  of  elevated  thoughts  at  sights  that 
once  would  have  thrilled  us  —  then  we  should  know  that  we  are  losing  our 
nerve.  And  the  end  of  that  process  is  what  the  Bible  calls  “the  unpardon¬ 
able  sin,”  the  sin  agains  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  is  ^the  condition  of  becoming 
so  callous  that  we  no  longer  feel  the  prick  of  conscience  and,  therefore, 
never  turn  to  repentance. 

Thus,  to  lose  our  feeling  of  sin  is  worse  than  to  lose  our  courage  in 
correcting  it. 

The  Greek  word  for  sin  means  missing  the  mark.  We  can  miss  the 
mark  by  overshooting  and  thereby  trespassing  on  the  rights  of  others.  Or 
we  can  miss  the  mark  by  coming  short  of  it.  That  constitutes  a  shortcoming 
or  debt.  We  make  this  distinction  in  the  way  we  repeat  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 
Some  say,  “Forgive  us  our  trespasses,”  others  say  “Forgive  us  ur  debts.” 

Of  course,  when  we  commit  certain  flagrant  trespasses,  there  any  many 
to  remind  us.  If  I  become  a  drunkard,  even  the  law  may  take  me  in  hand. 
If  I,  i  na  burst  of  anger,  strike  my  fellow  man,  he  is  likely  to  strike  back, 
thereby  making  me  conscious  of  my  sin. 

But  if  I  only  refuse  to  help  my  fellow  man  who  is  in  trouble,  no  one 
wakes  me  up  by  striking  me.  If  I  merely  abstain  from  doing  good,  there 
may  often  be  no  one  to  remind  me  of  my  sins  of  omission.  That  is  why 
these  sins  of  omission,  these  shortcomings,  are  so  dangerous  and  damning; 
in  fact,  it  is  these  which  do  damn  us  according  to  Jesus’  picture  of  the 
Last  Judgment.  You  remember  His  words,  “Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  NOT 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these.”  Those  were  the  words  of  dismissal  into  outer 
darkness. 

Yes,  when  we  have  lost  our  nerve  of  courage  or  our  nerve  of  feeling, 
God  comes  as  a  quickening  spirit  —  provided  we  will  let  Him  really  take 
hold  of  us.  That  is  why  we  need  God  most  when  our  consciences  are  most 
comfortable.  Some  people  say,  “I  go  to  church  when  I  feel  the  need  of  it.” 
That  is  when  we  least  need  to  go.  Our  godly  grandsires  went  to  church  to 
awaken  their  sense  of  need  — •  and  thus  keep  their  nerve. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference 

CHURCHES  AND  HENHOUSES 


As  unfitting  as  this  title  seems  to  be,  it  is 
worth  using,  since  it  refers  to  a  statement  made 
by  a  friend  nearly  a  year  ago.  The  friend  is 
Robert  P.  Lay,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Lead¬ 
er.  The  statement  was  made  at  the  First  An¬ 
nual  Laymen’s  retreat  held  in  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference  last  October  at  Mount  Petit 
Jean.  My  good  friend  Bob  has  lived  close  to  the 
soil  all  his  life  and  he  has  the  gentle  humor  of 
the  countryside  in  his  hfeart.  He  often  analyses 
conditions  with  a'  droll  statement  that  I  will 
chuckle  over  for  hours. 

While  Bob  w^  speaking  at  the  retreat  on 
the  subject  of  church  attendance  and  Christian 
living,  he  said,  “Just  to  sit  in  church  and  think 
that  you  can  be  a  Christian  is  as  hopeless  as  to 
sit  in  a  henhouse  and  think  that  you  are  a 
chicken.”  Of  course,  we  all  laughed.  But  we 
were  all  made  to  think.  Here  was  a  consecrated 
layman  using  simple  but  compelling  terms  to 
drive  home  the  point  that  being-  a  church  mem¬ 
ber  is  a  long  way  from  being  a  Christian. 

One  of  the  facts  of  religious  life  which  dis¬ 
turb  many  Christians  is  the  tendency  of  many 
°f  us  to  hide  behind  statistics  and  permit  them 
to  prove  that  Christianity  is  growing  in  the 
United  States.  Of  course,  we  are  taking  a  lot 
°t  people  into  our  churches.  Of  course,  we  are 
raising  larger  budgets.  The  increased  giving  for 
World  Service  is  a  heartening  and  a  very  nec¬ 
essary  thing.  But  with  all  this,  are  we  really 
finding  spiritual  satisfaction  in  our  daily  Chris¬ 
tian  experiences?  Have  you  made  a  serious  ef¬ 
fort  within  the  past  twelve  months  to  speak  to 
®Ven  one  person  about  Christ  and  His  saving 
*°ve?  Are  some  of  our  men’s  Sunday  morning 
°ible  classes  doing  much  more  than  simply  get- 
'ng  out  crowds  to  hear  well-known  speakers? 
^fter  all,  are  we  sitting  in  spiritual  henhouses 
ar>d  trying  to  get  by  as  chickens  simply  because 
We  are  there? 

Maybe  it  would  be  good  spiritual  exercise 
0  try  to  define  the  difference  between  a  Metho- 
fst  and  a  Methodist  Christian;  because  if  you 
‘nk  there  is  no  difference,  you  are  missing 
ome  important  facts  of  spiritual  living.  Positive 
'nking  alone  will  not  be  the  key  to  the  king- 
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THE  CHILDREN  WHET  THE  BREWERS’ 
APPETITES 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  says  that  the  na¬ 
tion’s  population  passed  the  168,000,000  figure  in 
July  1956.  It  was  151,132,000  in  the  1950  census. 
Population  is  increasing  by  about  7,200  persons 
per  day.  But,  more  striking  yet,  the  Bureau  esti¬ 
mates  that  the  populatiqn  will  be  177,426,000  by 
1960;  190,000,000  by  1965;  and  213,000,000  by 
1975.  This  growth  is  not  coming  from  immigra¬ 
tion,  but  chiefly  from  the  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  babies  born  into  our  homes: 

Most  every  industry  and  profession  in  America 
is  excited  about  this  new  crop  of  babies  that 
will  be  in  our  schools  in  the  next  quadrennium 
and  decade,  establishing  homes  and  entering 
careers  a  few  years  later.  It  means  more  schools, 
more  homes,  more  shops  and  industries,  more 
need  for  professional  men  and  “pushers  of  but¬ 
tons.”  Everyone  is  aware  of  a  “great  future”  — 
and  none  are  more  aware  nor  doing  more  to  be 
ready  than  the  liquor  interests.  Their  publica¬ 
tions  boast  that  they  are  going  to  make  these 
Americans'  beer-conscious  and  liquor-consuming. 
They  have  a  great  “educational  campaign”  un¬ 
der  way  to  make  of  these  youth  “men  of  dis¬ 
tinction,”  delighting  in  “supreme  elegance”  and 
in  “gracious  living.” 

No  area  of  human  life  or  activity  is  too  sacred 
for  the  liquor  interests  to  invade.  They  pound 
in  upon  our  ears  and  eyes  and  minds  via  radio 
and  television  right  in  our  homes.  They  warp 
the  Christmas  message  and  its  symbolism  to 
boost  their  sales.  Looking  toward  Father’s  Day 
this  year,  one  whiskey  firm  used  this  advertise¬ 
ment:  “Wise  fathers  make  the  time  to.  talk,  to 


dom.  There  are  further  requirements  of  earnest 
and  frequent  prayer;  Christian,  action  seven 
days  a  week  in  our  offices,  homes,  stores  ajrd 
fields;  constant  reliance  on  God’s  guidance;  fre¬ 
quent  requests  for  forgiveness.  These  things  will 
make  us  to  enjoy  the  sweetness  of  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  ^with  ourselves,  with  others,  and  with 
God.  It  isn’t  an  easy  job,  but  it’s  a  very  reward¬ 
ing  one.  If  you  haven’t  tried  it  lately,  why  nc* 
try  it  sometime  .  .  .  real  soon? 


teach,  to  help  mold  the  boy  into  the  man.  Even 
more  important,  a  good  father  teaches  by  ex¬ 
ample.  He  lives  the  way  he  wishes  his  son  to 
live  in  the  future,  a  reliable,  respected  man  — 
fulfilling  his  duties  as  a  good  neighbor  and  a 
responsible  citizen,  exercising  self-restraint  and 
moderation  in  all  things.  The  intelligent  and 
temperate  life  must  certainly  include  moderation 

in  the  use  of  whiskey.  That  is  why  . ,  on 

the  occasion  of  Father’s  Day,  would  like  to 
point  out  again  that  fine  whiskey  is  a  luxury,  to 
be  used  moderately,  at  the  proper  time,  and  al¬ 
ways  with  common  sense.”  .  .  .  No  crude  sales 
talk  here,  but  clever  “come  on  and  buy  ours,” 
because  you  want  to  do  right  by  your  boy  .  .  .  . 
Next  year,  can’t  we  introduce  some  whiskey 
to  the  lady  we  honor  on  Mother’s  Day?  Certainly, 
for  her  baby’s  sake,  she  should  have  the  best! 

As  an  introduction  to  the  “real  stuff,”  and 
especially  for  states  where  liquor  cannot  be  sold 
to  one  under  21,  brewers  are  now  pushing  “teen¬ 
age  beer.”  This  is  “legal”  in  that  the  alcohol  con¬ 
tent  is  below  the  percentage  noted  in  the  law 
— and  it  is  tax-free.  In  some  places  it  is  avail¬ 
able  in  grocery  stores,  lunchrooms,  and  at  soda 
fountains.  Sold  in  cans,  it  is  definitely  a  “start” 
in  getting  children  habituated  to  liquor  drink¬ 
ing. 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Advertising,  ad¬ 
vertising  by  liquor  distillers  more  than  doubled 
between  1948  and  1955.  Distillers  newspaper 
expenditures  in  1955  were  $41,055,000  —  an  in¬ 
crease  of  118%  in  seven  years.  Money  spent  in 
their  magazine  advertising  was  $27,254,000  in 
1955.  And  visual  advertising  (TV,  radio,  bill¬ 
boards)  has  soared  tremendously  in  cost.  For 
this  year  all  the  liquor  advertising  budgets  are 
up  again.  One  whiskey  distiller  alone  boasts  that 
he  spent  over  $100,000,000  in  advertising  during 
the  past  22  years.  Now  he  spends  about  $10,000,- 
000  per  year  in  newspapers  alone.  Evidently  it 
all  pays  off:  the  package  liquor  stores  report 
“healthy  growth”  in  1955;  vodka  sales  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  doubled  in  1955. 

“The  same  newspapers  that  accept  lucrative 
alcohol  advertisements,”  notes  Presbyterian  Edi¬ 
tor  Earl  F.  Ziegler,  of  Philadelphia,  “publish 
the  news  about  alcoholic  excesses  that  have 
resulted  in  crimes,  fatal  accidents,  broken  homes, 
and  a^pandora  box  of  other  afflictions  to  society. 
Almost  every  community  has  had  teenage  al¬ 
coholic  excesses  that  have  humiliated*  proud 
families  ....  Alcoholic  excesses  are  arousing 
public  sentiment.  Public  sentiment  is  a  power¬ 
ful  force  in  cultural  changes  .  .  A  The  churches 
do  not  need  to  take  this  drinking  practice  on  the 
chin.  Churches  need  not  be  compelled  to  en¬ 
dorse  what  their  gospel  does  not  approve.” 

We  begin  today  if  we  are  to  protect  our 
children  in  1975. 
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Selecting  And  Installing 
Officers 

The  commission  on  education  is 
responsible  for  seeing  that  all  of¬ 
ficers  and  teachers,  not  elected  by 
the  quarterly  conference  are  selec¬ 
ted  in  time  for  the  beginning  of  the 
new  church  school  year,  October 
First. 

The  present  organization  of  the 
church  school  should  be  evaluated 
by  the  commission  on  education 
and  any  changes  made  as  seems 
needed.  Then  the  commission  should 
select  adequate  leadership  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  church  school. 

Thse  officers  and  teachers  should 
be  installed  as  leaders  of  the  church 
school  through  a  carefully  planned 
Dedication  Service.  A  suggested 
service  can  be  found  in  August  Is¬ 
sue  of  Church  School,  page  9.  This 
is  a  very  simple  form  of  dedication 
and  could  be  used  as  the  conclusion 
of  the  Church  School  Rally  Day- 
program,  or  at  the  close  of  some 
other  Sunday  morning  church  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

Your  commission  on  education 
could  work  out  their  own  program 
for  the  dedication  service  for  offi¬ 
cers  and  teachers  of  the  church 
school. 


See  August  Church 
School 

The  August  Church  School  has  a 
number  of  materials  which  would 
be  helpful  to  a  local  church  com¬ 
mission  on  education  in  working 
out  its  plans  for  the  month  of 
September,  Christian  Education 
Week,  Promotion  Day,  Church 
School  Rally  Day,  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  new  church  school  year. 

Every  commission  on  education 
should  have  a  number  of  copies  of 
Church  School  each  month.  This 
publication  provides  guidance  for 
the  general  leadership  of  the  church 
school. 


Christian  Education 
Institutes 

There  are  to  be  district  institutes 
on  Christian  Education  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  during 
the  week  of  September  16-21.  Rev. 
M.  Earl  Cunningham  and  Miss 
Mattie  Lula  Cooper  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  Staff  are  to  be 
resource  leaders  in  these  institutes. 
The  following  is  the  schedule  of 
the  institutes: 

Conway  District,  Conway,  First 
Church,  2  p.m.,  Sunday,  September 
16. 

Ft.  Smith  District,  Ft.  Smith,  First 
Church,  7  p.m.,  Monday,  September 
17. 

Searcy  District,  Searcy,  First 
Church,  7  p.m.,  Tuesday,  September 

lS. 

Batesville  District,  B  a  t  e  s  v  i  lie, 
First  Church,  9  a.m.,  Wednesday, 
September  19. 

Jonesboro  District,  Jonesboro, 
First  Church,  7  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
September  19. 

Paragould  District,  Walnut  Ridge, 
First  Church,  7  p.m.,  Thursday, 

September  20. 

Forrest  City  District,  Forrest  City 
First  Church,  7  p.m.,  September  21. 

Each  meeting  is  to  begin  with  a 
devotional  under  the  leadership  of 
the  district  superintendent,  to  be 
followed  by  a  brief  general  session. 
Then  the  following  group  meetings 
will  be  held:  nursery,  kindergarten, 
primary,  junior,  intermediate,  sen¬ 
ior-older  youth,  adult  and  adminis¬ 
trative  officers. 

These  meetings  are  for  all  officers 
and  teachers  of  the  church  schools. 

You  are  to  attend  the  meeting 
most  convenient  in  time  and  place. 

These  meetings  are  held  each 
September  in  an  effort  to  give  the 
officers  and  teachers  some  guidance 
as  they  begin  the  work  o i  the  new 
church  school  year. 

The  officers  and  teachers  of  the 
church  schools  will  not  only  get 
help  from  the  group  leaders,  but 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  secure 
some  printed  guidance  materials, 
which  will  be  available  at  these 
meetings. 
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Church  School  Rally  Day 

Church  School  Rally  Day  has  be¬ 
come  a  most  important  day  in  the 
church  year  of  Methodist  churches. 
This  year  the  Rally  Day  program  is 
“TO  LIGHT  MY  PATH,”  George 
and  Dorothy  Harper. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
has  set  Sunday,  September  23,  as 
the  day  for  Rally  Day  program  and 
offering;  while  Little  Rock  and 
North  Arkansas  Conferences  have 
set  Sunday,  September  30,  for  this 
observance. 

The  Rally  Day  program  has  two 
purposes: 

The  first  purpose  is  to  bring  the 
importance  and  work  of  the  church 
school  before  the  whole  church. 
We  believe  that  an  agency  of  the 
church  that  is  as  important  in  the 
life  of  the  whole  church  as  is  the 
church  school  deserves  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  church  at  a  morning 
worship  service  in  the  church,  where 
the  largest  number  of  the  church 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  know 
of  the  work  of  the  church  school. 

The  second  and  very  important 
purpose  is  to  give  each  church  an 
opportunity  to  make  an  offering  for 
the  district  and  conference  programs 
of  Christian  education.  This  is  not 
a  missionary  offering.  It  is  an  of¬ 
fering  through  which  the  churches 
of  the  conference  provide  funds  to 
make  possible  a  better  and  larger 
program  of  Christian  education  in 
the  conference. 

„  Many  churches  have  an  amount 
in  their  budget  for  Church  School 
Rally  Day  offering.  Where  this  is 
made  a  budget  item  it  should  be 
increased  as  the  financial  life  of 
the  local  church  develops,  as  the 
program  of  Christian  education  in 
an  annual  conference  is  or  should 
be  an  ever  growing  program. 

Where  churches  have  this  item 
in  their  budget  there  should  still 
be  held  the  Rally  Day  program  to 
bring  to  the  church  the  importance 
of  the  church  school  in  the  life  of 
the  church. 

Each  of  these  three  conferences 
has  its  own  plan  for  getting  the 
printed  program  to  the  churches, 
and  each  conference  has  indicated 
to  whom  the  funds  are  to  be  sent. 


Christian  Education 
Week 

“The  Christian  Leader  and  His 
Spiritual  Enrichment”  has  been 
selected  as  the  theme  for  Christian 
Education  Week,  September  30— 
October  7  this  year.  The  purpose 
of  this  week  is  to  focus  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  church  and  community 
on  the  church  school  and  its  lead¬ 
ers. 

This  should-  not  be  just  another 
week,  but  a  time  to  evaluate  the 
whole  program  of  the  church  school, 
in  an  effort  to  see  where  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church  school  needs  to 
be  improved  or  enlarged. 

The  pastor,  church  school  super¬ 
intendent,  and  all  the  members  of 
the  commission  on  education  have 
the  responsiblity  for  planning  and 
carrying  out  the  activities  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Week.  There  has 
gone  to  each  church  school  super¬ 
intendent  the  August  Newsletter, 
which  has  in  it  an  outline  for  the 
activities  for  the  week.  Should  any 
church  need  additional  copies  of 
this  material  such  can  be  secured 
by  writing  the  Service  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 
Ask  for  Christian  Education  Week 
— 1956  (8351-B-56).  These  are  free. 

Three  purposes  are  listed  in  this 
leaflet: 

1.  to  spotlight  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  as  vital  to  the  church  and  the 
community. 

2.  to  show  our  gratitude  to  teach¬ 
ers  and  other  leaders 

3.  to  bring  teachers  and  other 
leaders  of  the  church  school  to  a 
deeper  understanding  of  their  de¬ 
pendence  on  God, 

The  leaflet  suggests  a  number  of 
activities  for  the  Week  including 
a  sermon  on  Sunday,  dedication 
service  for  officer  and  teachers. 
The  week-day  activities  should  in¬ 
clude  such  as  departmental  meet¬ 
ings,  general  workers’  conference, 
visiting  in  the  homes  of  the  pupils. 
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THE  NEW  BAT 

By  Margaret  Mitchell 


JERRY  sat  on  the  bottom  step  of 
the  back  .porch.  Gloomily  he 
pressed  his  chin  into  his  hands 
and  stared  across  the  yard.  He 
was  remembering  what  he  had  saic( 
to  his  mother  and  Tommy,  his 
yaunger  brother. 

“He’s  too  young,  Mother.  He  only 
gets  in  the  way.  Yesterday  when  he 
played  baseball  with  Sam  and  me, 
he  struck  out  five  times  before  he 
hit  the  ball.  Then  he  fell  flat  on 
his  face  before  he  had  run  halfway 
to  first  base.” 

“But,  Jerry,”  Tommy  had  pro¬ 
tested,  “you  never  showed  me  how 
to  hit  the  ball.  And  I  fell  over  my 
shoestring.” 

“See,  Mother.  He’s  too  clumsy. 
He  can’t  play  baseball,”  Jerry  had 
said. 

Tommy’s  lower  lip  had  begun  to 
quiver.  A  big  tear  had  rolled  down 
the  five-year-old’s  cheek. 

“Now,  Jerry,  that  isn’t  fair  to 
Tommy.  After  all,  he  is  younger 
than  you,”  Mother  scolded.  “When 
you  were  his  age  you  couldn’t  play 
baseball  either.” 

Angrily  Jerry  dug  his  heel  into 
the  grass.  Of  course  he  had  known 
how  to  play  baseball  when  he  was 
five.  Don’t  most  boys?  Little  broth¬ 
ers  only  get  in  the  way  anyhow.  He 
glanced  at  Tommy,  who  was  play¬ 
ing  on  the  porch  with  a  red  truck. 
All  younger  brothers  wanted  to  do 
was  play  with  cars  and  trucks. 

At  that  moment  the  sound  of 
whistling  came  from  the  other  side 
of  the  back  yard  fence.  Then  Allen 
was  pushing  his  way  through  the 
gate.  A  shiny  baseball  bat  was  slung 
over  his  shoulder.  Allen’s  six-year- 
old  brother  trailed  behind  him 
dodging  through  the  fence  just  in 
time  to  escape  the  swinging  gate. 
Jerry  and  Tommy  raced  across  the 
yard  greeting  their  friends  with 
shouts. 

“Hi!  Want  to  play  baseball?”  Al¬ 
len  called  to  Jerry.  "Look  at  the 
new  bat  I  got.”  Allen  proudly  thrust 
the  bat  into  Jerry’s  hands. 

“Sure,  I’ll  play,”  Jerry  answered. 
He  ran  his  fingers  over  the  new 
bat  lovingly.  “But  why  did  you 
bring  Jeep  along?  He’ll  only  spoil 
the  game.” 

“Jeep?  Oh  no!”  Allen  exclaimed. 
“He’s  a  great  player.  In  fact,”  Allen 
drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height 
and  thrust  out  his  chest,  “I  taught 
him  how  to  play  myself.  He’s  almost 
better  than  I  am.  Show  him  how 
you  hit  the  ball,  Jeep.” 

“O.K.,  Al,”  Jeep  said  importantly 
and  took  the  bat  from  Jerry.  He 
strutted  several  feet  away  and 
proudly  spread  his  legs  as  his  broth¬ 
er  had  taught  him;  Swinging  with 
all  his  might  Jeep  sent  the  ball  roll¬ 
ing  only  several  yards. 

“That’s  all  right,  Fal.  The  next 
time  it  will  go  farther.  Now  let 
Tommy  hit  the  ball,”  Allen  called. 
“Jerry  must  have  taught  you  how 


to  play.  He’s  a  good  ball  player.” 
Allen  grinned  at  Tommy. 

Jerry  dug  his  hands  into  his 
pockets  uneasily.  He  could  feel  his 
face  reddening  as  Allen  continued. 

“I’m  going  to  throw  the  ball, 
Tommy.  Let’s  see  if  Jerry  has  taught 
you  as  much  as  I  have  taught  Jeep.” 

Tommy  took  the  bat  Jeep  offered 
him  and  looked  at  it.  Confused  he 
looked  at  Jerry. 

“Now  remember  how  to  hold  the 
bat,”  Jerry  suddenly  said.  “Hold  it 
halfway  up  and  swing  like  this.” 
Then  Allen  got  ready  to  throw  the 
ball  to  Tommy.  The  ball  whizzed 
through  the  air.  Tommy  swung 
awkwardly  and  missed.  Expecting 
angry  words  from  his  brother,  Tom¬ 
my  hung  his  head. 

“That’s  all  right,  Tommys  We’ll 
practice  more  tomorrow,”  Jerry 
comforted  his  brother.  “I’ll  make 
you  the  best  player  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  I’ll  show  everyone  my 
brother  can  play  ball.”— The  North 
Carolina  Christian  Advocate 


“What’s  the  matter  with  you?” 
the  wife  demanded.  “Monday  you 
liked  beans,  Tuesday  you  liked 
beans,  Wednesday  you  liked  beans; 
now  Thursday,  all  of  a  sudden,  you 
don’t  like  beans.” 


A  FROG’S  LESSON 

The  frog  looked  down  a  deep  old 
well 

And  thought  he’d  play  a  joke; 
Thought  up  a  saucy  thing  to  say, 
And  thus  he  harshly  spoke: 

“You  ugly  old  frog,”  he  hollered 
down, 

And  listened  for  reply; 

“Ugly  old  frog,”  echo  sent  hack; 
The  frog  began  to  cry .„ 

He  hopped  away  where  his  mother 
sat, 

Told  her  what  he  had  done. 

His  mother  said,  with  pained  sur¬ 
prise; 

“I’m  ashamed  of  you,  my  son.” 

“Hop  back  to  the  deep  old  well, 
Croak  down  something  kind. 

The  answer  you  will  always  get 
Will  be  the  same  you’ll  find.” 

The  frog  looked  o’er  the  brink  and 
said: 

“Hello,  sweetheart,  true.” 
“Sweetheart,  true,”  echo  ient  back. 
It’ll  be  the  same  with  you. 

Shoidd  not  folks  learn  a  lesson  here, 
As  our  frog  friend  has  done? 
Whether  words  loving  or  harsh, 
The  same  come  back,  my  son.— 
O.  L.  Russell,  in  Christian  Advocate 


Rancher:  You’re  an  hour  late  get* 
ting  back  with  those  mules. 

Hired  Hand:  I  know  it.  You  see,  I 
picked  up  the  minister  on  the  way 
home,  and  from  there  on  the  mules 
couldn’t  understand  a  word  I  said.” 
— Copied 


The  Children's  Hymn 
Writer 

By  Anna  King  Davis 

One  of  the  greatest  hymn  writers 
once  wrote  a  book  of  hymns  just 
for  children.  Isaac  Watts  was  an 
English  song  writer  whose  book  of 
children’s  hymns  contained  such 
songs  as  “Birds  in  Their  Little  Nests 
Agree”  and'  “Let  Dogs  Delight  to 
Bark  and  Bite”. 

He  began  making  rhymes  when 
he  was  very  young.  One  day  he 
laughed  aloud  during  family  prayer. 
When  he  was  asked  why  he  had 
done  this,  he  said  he  had  seen  a 
mouse  run  up  the  bell  rope  that 
hung  by  the  fireplace.  This  caused 
him  to  think  of  the  rhyme: 

“A  mouse  for  want  of  better  stairs 

Ran  up  a  rope  to  say  his  prayers”. 

Isaac  studied  very  hard  and  be¬ 
came  a  teacher  when  he  was  22.  He 
later  became  a  great  preacher.  But 
Isaac  Watts  helped  people  most  by 
writing  many,  many  hymns,  as 
many  as  600.  A  great  number  of  his 
hymns  are  loved  and  sung  today,  al¬ 
though  Isaac  Watts  died  more  than 
200  years  ago. 

Isaac  Watts  awakened  the  Eng¬ 
lish  people  to  the  joy  of  singing 
hyfflns.  His  songs  came  to  America 
also.  Benjamin  Franklin  liked  them 
so  well  that  the  first  book  he  print¬ 
ed  on  his  printing  press  was  “Watts’ 
Psalms  and  Hymns”  in  1741. 

Probably  the  Watts  hymn  that 
we  know  best  is  the  stirring  “Joy  to 
the  World,  the  Lord  is  Come”  that 
we  sing  at  Christmas  time.  “Hush, 
My  Babe,  Lie  Still  and  Slumber”  is 
a  beautiful  lullaby  of  Isaac  Watts. 
Children  and  grownups  alike  love 
to  sing  the  splendid  hymn: 

“O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Be  Thou,  our  Guide  while  life  shall 

last,  \ 

And  our  eternal  home.” 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


A  football  coach  accompanied  a 
prospective  tackle  to  the  Dean’s  of¬ 
fice  where  he  attempted  to  get  the 
boy  admitted  to  school  withqut  a 
written  examination.  The  boy,  how¬ 
ever,  couldn’t  answer  the  simplest 
questions.  In  desperation,  the  Dean 
asked,  “How  much  are  six  and  six?” 

“Thirteen,”  answered  the  boy. 

“Aw,  let  him  in  anyway,  Dean,” 
pleaded  the  coach,  “he  only  missed 
it  by  two.” 

*  *  * 

Convention  speaker:  “Those  are 
not  my  own  figures  I  am  quoting. 
They  are  the  figures  of  someone 
who  knows  what  he  is  talking  a- 
bout.” 

*  *  * 

Engaged  Sister — “When  we  are 
married,  dear,  we  must  have  a  hy¬ 
phenated  name;  it’s  so  much  smart¬ 
er.  What  would  go  well  with 
Eaton?” 

Small  Brother — “Moth!” 


FUN  AT  HOME 


We  have  lots  of  fun  in  our  backyard 
Througn  the  long  summer  days, 
Mother  makes  plans  for  happy  times 
In  so  many  different  ways. 

We  fix  a  lunch  and  spread  it  there 
In  the  shade  of  a  leafy  tree, 

We  think  of  a  lot  of  games  to  play,  . 
Mother,  brother  and  I,  we  three. 

Sometimes  we  plan  a  special  day 
To  share  with  little  friends, 

And  that’s  the  nicest  day  of  all. 
We’re  sorry  when  it  ends. 

— A.E.W. 
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Districts  Have  Officers'  T raining 


Bates  ville 

j^rs.  L.  T.  Zarub,  Bull  Shoals, 
president  of  the  Batesville  District 
•Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  presided  at  a  special  training 
day  and  time-apart  for  officers  of 
the  societies  of  the  North  Zone  of 
the  Batesville  District  at  the  Moun¬ 
tain  Home  Methodist  Church  on 

Tuesday,  August  7. 

Rev.  Ben  Few  gave  the  invoca¬ 
tion,  and  Miss  Shirley  Tucker  pro¬ 
vided  organ  music. 

The  goals  for  the’  quadrennium 
were  discussed  by  the  president.  The 
theme  for  the  discussion  was  “The 
Spirit  of  Christ  for  All  of  Life”. 

Each  of  the  District  Officers  held 
a  brief  instruction  period  for  her 
corresponding  officer  of  the  local 

societies.  ^  . 

Lunch  was  served  at  noon  in  the 
Educational  Building  of  the  church. 

Conference  officers  present  were 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Fullbright,  Searcy,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Spiritual  Life;  and  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Kaylor,  Yellville,  Secretary  of 
Children’s  Work.  . 

Following  a  short  business  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  afternoon  session,  Mrs. 
W  M.  Womack,  District  Secretary 
of  Spiritual  Life  and  Mrs.  Fullbright 
led  the  group  in  a  worship  and 
meditation  service,  using  the  theme 
“Spirit  of  Christ  for  All  of  Life”. 
The  meeting  closed  with  an  im¬ 
pressive  pledge  service.  Miss  Mari¬ 
lyn  Duro,  accompanied  by  Miss 
Tucker,  was  soloist  for  the  service. 

A  similar  meeting  was  held  for 
the  Southern  Zone  at  Central  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Church,  Batesville, 
on  August  9.— Mrs.  W.  W.  Adams, 
Gassville,  District  Recording*  Secre¬ 
tary 


John  Wesley  Sub-District 

The  John  Wesley  Sub-district  of 
the  Arkadelphia  District  met  August 
14  at  Dalark  Church  with  Mrs.  W. 


Priest  Says  Chinese  Captors 
Ordered  Him  Not  To  Pray 

San  Francisco  (RNS)  —  A  priest 
just  returned  from  imprisonment 
in  Communist  China  said  his  cap- 
tors  when  they  threw  him  in  jail 
gave  him  a  “ridiculous”  order  that 
he  should  not  pray. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Phillips,  S. 
J.,  52,  of  Butte,  Mont.,  arrived  h6re 
after  36  months  in  a  Shanghai  pris¬ 
on.  He  appeared  in  good  health 
but  said  he  would  need  a  year’s  rest 
before  resuming  his  missionary 
work. 

That  work  was  interrupted  at 
11  p.m.  on  June  15,  1953,  when 
policemen  broke  into  his  parish 
house  at  Christ  the  King  Church  in 
Shanghai  with  drawn  revolvers  and 
shouted;  “Don’t  move.  Hands  up.” 

Father  Phillips  said  that  while 
in  prison  he  was  frequently  inter¬ 
rogated  and  asked  to  “confess”  to 
unknown  crimes  identified  only  as 
“imperialism.”  His  food  was  a  daily 
bowl  of  rice  and  a  bowl  of  turnips, 
he  added. 

The  priest  was  released  at  Hong 
Kong  June  15  with  the  Rev.  John 
W.  Clifford,  S.  J.,  of  San  Francisco 
who  arrived  here  several  weeks 
ago. 


F.  Amis,  chairman,  presiding. 

Mrs.  Kerr,  Sparkman,  gave  the 
opening  devotional,  “Meditation  of 
Prayer.” 

Mrs.  Amis  introduced  Caroline 
Taylor  and  Barbara  J’atton  who 
sang  “In  The  Garden”. 

Mrs.  Fohrell  led  a  discussion  on 
the  goals  for  the  new  quadrennium. 
Mrs.  Alvin  Stone,  district  president, 
introduced  Mrs.  R.  E.  Harris,  Arka¬ 
delphia  and  Mrs.  Buckley,  Guraon, 
who  reported  on  the  Jurisdiction 
School  of  Missions  at  Mt.  Sequoyah. 
Polly  Lassiter  and  Mrs.  Teague  were 
at  camp  and  were  missed  at  the 
meeting. 

Potluck  lunch  was  served  by  the 
church. 

After  lunch  the  service  opened 
with  a  song  “A  Charge  To  Keep  I 
Have”.  A  business  meeting  was  held 
with  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet¬ 
ing.  An  invitation  from  Manchester 
church  for  the  next  meeting  which 
will  be  the  second  of  November  was 
accepted. 

Mrs.  Stone  announced  the  seminar 
and  Mrs.  Harris  and  Fohrell  an¬ 
nounced  other  meetings. — Reporter 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

On  July  30  the  evening  Circle  of 
the  Jonesville,  La.,  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety,  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  C.  Daggett,  where  the  program 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  L.  G.  Wilson. 

On  July  16  the  Executive  Board 
met  at  the  Church  with  Mrs.  For¬ 
man,  president,  presiding,  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  giving  the  devotionaL  Plans 
for  the  year  were  made. 


Mrs.  Kenneth  Trumps  and  Mrs. 
Martin  Welch,  Jr.,  members  of  the 
Wesley  Woman’s  Society,  Crowley, 
were  elected  as  officers  of  the  La- 
fay  ette  District  recently.  Mrs. 
Trumps  is  serving  as  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Mrs. 
Welch  is  secretary  of  children’s 
work. 


Hostess  to  a  Ruston-wide  Fried 
Chicken  Supper  on  July  19  was  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Grace  Meth- 
dist  Church  in  Ruston,  Louisiana. 
The  group  was  headed  by  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Howard,  president. 

Proceeds  from  the  supper  totaled 
$710. 


A  farewell  covered  dish  supper, 
sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society, 
was  held  at  the  Southside  Methodist 
Church  Monday  night  for  Miss 
Marna  Hynum  who  will  leave  for 
her  new  position '  in  Nancy  France 
at  Toul— Rosiere  Air  Base.  Marna 
will  be  there  for  the  second  time 
this  year.  She  is  one  of  more  than 
23  teachers  in  the  school.  Since 
the  organization  of  the  church, 
Marna  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  choir  and  as  superintendent  of 
the  Children’s  Division  of  the 
Church  School.  The  church  will 
feel  very  keenly  the  loss  of  this 
fine  young  lady  during  this  year, 
but  we  are  hoping  soon  she  will  be 
back  with  us. 

Marna  showed  some  beautiful 
pictures  of  her  travels  in  Europe  at 
the  supper.  She  plans  to  travel  even 
more  this  year  and  will  bring  back 
other  pictures  with  her. 


YWCA  Executive  To  Mission  Treasurer's  Post 


A  woman  who  has  been  a  public 
school  teacher  and  a  Young  Wom¬ 
an’s  Christian  Association  executive 
has  been  appointed  field  treasurer 
for  Korea  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions. 

Miss  Lillian  B.  Montgomery,  4418 
Lowell  street  N.  W.,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  will  leave  early  this  fall  for 
Seoul  to  assunie  the  missionary  fi¬ 
nancial  post.  She  fjas  been  appoint¬ 
ed  for  a  three-year  term  and  will 
be  responsible  for  handling  all  funds 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  disbursed 
in  Korea. 

With  37  other  men  and  women, 
Miss  Montgomery  has  been  taking 
a  six-week  orientation  course  in 
missions  and  missionary  work  at 
Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Work¬ 
ers,  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  course 
ends  August  5.  Most  of  the  group 
are  1956  college  graduates,  though 
some  are  teachers  and  seminary  stu¬ 


dents.  They  will  serve  three  years 
in  Japan,  Korea,  Hawaii,  Southeast 
Asia  and  Latin  America. 

A  native  of  Iowa  County,  Iowa, 
Miss  Montgomery  spent  much  of  her 
early  life  in  that  area.  She  was  a 
student  three  years  at  Cornell  Col¬ 
lege,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  and  com¬ 
pleted  college  work  at  Oberlin  Col¬ 
lege,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  in  1917,  having 
received  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree. 
She  has  done  graduate  work  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York. 

For  several  years,  Miss  Mont¬ 
gomery  taught  in  the  public  schools 
of  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  and  Elgin,  Ill.  Since  about  1930 
she  has  been  a  Y.  W.  C.  A.  execu¬ 
tive  in  Clinton,  Iowa;  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  Lansing  and  Saginaw,  Mich., 
and  Wilmington,  Del.  She  was  in 
the  latter  city  eight  years,  and  is  a 
member  of  Grace  Methodist  Church 
in  Wilmington. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE  W.S.C.S.  FINANCIAL 
REPORT— 1956-57— FIRST  QUARTER 


Balance  brought  forward  . $12,828.49 

RECEIPTS 


Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Memberships ; 

w  s  c.  S  . 

,  $  9,523.78 
.  .  2,433.32 

605.00 

W  9  Cr  . 

..  .  50.00 

Treasure  Chest: 

W  ^  c  s  . 

83.43 

w  S  Ct  . 

24.17 

Missionary  Projects: 

W.S.C.S . 

WS  fr  . 

399.61 

5.00 

In  Remembrance : 

wsns  . 

9.50 

Children : 

w  s.c  s . 

57.56 

Supply- 
Home  : 

W.S.C.S . 

w  S  G . 

. *1,202  31 

141.84 

Foreign : 

w  s.c.s . 

444.25 

W.S  G . 

69.88 

Week  of  Prayer: 

w  s  c  s . 

5.00 

Narcotic  Education: 

w  s  c  s . 

,9  :30 

WSG . 

.  *  8.90 

Miscellaneous : 
w  S  C.S  . 

1.50 

WSG 

5.00 

Total— W.S.C.S . 

. $12,401.24 

Total— W.S.G . 

$  2,738.11 

Week  of  Prayer  . $  5.00 

Supply,  Foreign  .  514.13 

Supply,  Home  . .  1,404.15 

Pins  .  2.25 


$  1,925.53 

1,925.53 

Total  sent  to  Division  . $16,425.53 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS: 
COOPERATIVE 


Car  Expense  . 

..$  276.51 

Booneville  Project  . 

99.99 

Sunshine  Fund  . 

25.00 

Scholarship — Dora 

Hoover  . 

350.00 

CSR  &  I.CA  . 

25.00 

Narcotic  Education  . 

...  250.00 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

District  Cultivation  . 

705.92 

Conference  Cultivation 

245.24 

Juris.  School  Missions  .. 

92.75 

Conf.  School  Missions 

194.64 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Printing  . 

659.90 

Audit  . 

50.00 

Miscellaneous  . 

90.00 

$  3,064.95 

$  3,064.95 

Total  Disbursements  . $19,490.48 

Balance  in  bank  . $  9,522.95 

Total  amt.  accounted  for  . $29,013.43 

— Mrs.  William  Hall,  Treasurer 


Total  received  from 

District  Treasurers  .  15,139.35  SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 


OTHER  RECEIPTS 

Refund  Booneville 

(Project  . $  400.00 

M.Y.F .  638.34 

Pin  .  2.25 

Refund  Jurisdiction 
School  .  5.00 


$  1,045.59 

Total  Other  Receipts  . .  1,045.59 

Total  to  be  accounted  for  . $29,013.43 


DISBURSEMENTS: 


TO  DIVISION— 


Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . $10,218.24 

W.S.G .  2,409.15 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S .  605.00 

W.S.G .  50.00 

Missionary  Projects: 

W.S.C.S .  399.61 

W.S.G .  5.00 

Treasure  Chest: 

W.S.C.S .  83.43 

W.S.G .  24.17 

In  Remembrance : 

W.S.C.S .  9.50 

Children : 

W.S.C.S .  57.56 

M.Y.F. : 

W.S.C.S .  638.34 


Total— W.S.C.S . $12,011.68 

Total— W.S.G . $  2,488.32 


''Total  on  Appropriations  . $  14,500.00 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT:  Honorary  Life: 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Dowdy,  Batesville  District. 
Adult:  Mrs.  D.  G.  Hindman,  Melbourne; 
Marie  G.  Eubank,  Newport  1st  Church 
W.S.G. 

CONWAY  DISTRICT:  Adult:  Mrs.  R. 
T.  Steel,  Conway:  Mrs.  Ruth  Bowden, 
Dover;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Croom,  Russellville. 
Baby:  Mary  Elizabeth  Bennett;  Patricia 
Turnbow,  Stephen  Hankins,  William  M. 
Woodsmall,  North  Little  Rock  Wash.  Ave. 
W.S.G. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT :  Adult: 
Mrs.  Robert  Greathouse,  Fayetteville,  Wig¬ 
gins;  Mrs.  Joe  Slaven,  Siloam  Springs. 
Baby:  Richard  Don  White,  Llywellan 
Brown  Pendleton,  Fayetteville  Central; 
Karen  Jean  Breedlove,  Siloam  Springs; 
Carl  Wayne  Brown,  Springdale  W.S.G. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT:  Adult:  Mrs. 
Lesta  West,  Fort  Smith  1st  Church;  Mrs. 
Arminta  D.  Cowan,  Mulberry;  Mrs.  Gene 
Davidson,  Waldron.  Baby:  Carmen  Re¬ 
becca  Gannaway,  Fort  Smith  1st  Church; 
Laura  Lou  Curry,  Fort  Smith  Goddard 
Memorial  W.S.G. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT :  Honorary 
Life:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Altman,  Jonesboro  1st 
Church.  Adult:  Mrs.  Jack  Glass,  Hickory 
Ridge;  Mrs.  Howard  Smith,  Jonesboro  1st 
Church. 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT:  Adult:  Mrs. 
Kate  Holloway,  Newhome;  Miss  Iris  Bell, 
Paragould  District.  Baby:  Roger  Keith 
Beal,  Imboden. 

SEARCY  DISTRICT:  Adult:  Mrs.  R. 
D.  Caldwell,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Smithwick, 
Searcy. 
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REV.  J.  E.  HRARN,  Confei'ence  treasurer,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Bastrop,  Sunday,  August  19,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples.  ’ 

REV.  HENRY  C.  BLOUNT  of  the  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  preached  at  the  re¬ 
vival  services  held  in  the  Clay  Methodist 
Church,  August  20-24.  Rev.  Leo  Westbrook  is 
pastor. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  preacher 
during  revival  sei'vices  at  the  Holly  Ridge  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  August  6-11.  Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace, 
pastor,  led  the  singing  and  was  in  charge  of  the 
services. 

JUDGE  GEORGE  M.  FOOTE  of  Alexandria  was 

speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club,  Monday,  August  27,  at  the  David 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie.  V. 
J.  French  is  president  of  the  club.  Rev.  J.  J. 
Caraway  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  EDWIN  GRANT,  JR.,  New  Parish,  Indi¬ 
ana,  was  guest  preacher  for  a  week  of  re¬ 
vival  services  held  at  the  Pollock  Methodist 
Church,  August  9-16.  Services  were  held  at  6:00 
a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  daily.  Rev.  E.  Lee  McKay  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  met  Friday,  Au¬ 
gust  17.  Mr.  Joe  L.  Herring,  District  No.  2  Super¬ 
visor  of  the  Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
Commission  was  the  speaker  for  the  occasion. 
Mr.  Herring  presented  a  Wildlife  film  and  lead  a 
discussion  on  the  wildlife  program. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader  was  the  speaker  for  the  evening 
service  at  Mangum  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  Sunday,  August  5.  Rev.  Ira  W. 
Flowers  is  the  pastor.  Mr.  Lay  also  spoke  at  the 
morning  service  at  the  Haughton  Methodist 
Church,  August  12,  where  Rev.  E.  C.  Dufresne  is 
the  pastor. 

THE  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of  the  Welsh 
Methodist  Church  held  a  Retreat,  August 
17-18,  at  Camp  Chicot.  The  time  was  spent  in 
discussion  groups,  devotional  periods,  planning 
the  fall  work  of  the  group,  swimming  and  recre¬ 
ation.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor,  accompanied  the 
group  along  with  youth  counselors,  Mrs.  Miron 
Fenton,  Norman  Robinson,  and  M.  E.  Notestine. 

REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  pastor  of  the  Keat- 
chie  Methodist  Church,  and  Vice-President 
of  Centenary  College  was  guest  preacher  for  the 
morning  service  in  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  Sunday,  August  19.  Howard  Daughen- 
baugh,  student  in  the  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  S.M.U.,  and  a  former  member  of  the  church, 
preached  at  the  evening  service.  Dr.  Carl  Lueg 
is  pastor. 

REV.  GEORGE  W.  ROSS,  pastor  of  the  Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
guest  preacher  for  revival  /"services  held  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop,  August  5-12. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Hearn,  Conference  Treasurer,  preached 
at  the  morning  service,  and  the  Gideons  were  in 
charge  of  the  evening  service,  Sunday,  August 
19.  The  pastor,  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples,  and  Mrs. 
Staples,  were  on  vacation. 

REV.  ROBERT  E.  PARROTT,  associate  pastor 
of  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
preached  at  the  morning  service,  Sunday,  August 
12,  and  the  Rev.  Don  Alverson,  pastor  of  the 
Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  was  the 
preacher  for  the  evening  service  at  the  Parker 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  in  the 
absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  E.  J.  Barksdale,  who 
was  on  vacation. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  South- 
side  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  have  just 
completed  a  project  of  placing  lights  on  the  lawn 
of  the  church,  which  amounted  to  approximately 
$200.00.  Jack  Dana  is  president  of  the  dub.  J.  E. 


McNeil,  Robert  Perce,  A.  G.  Everett,  John  Burke, 
Ben  Kizer  and  Roy  Ellerby  served  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  sponsoring  the  project.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Slidell,  reports 
that  during  the  past  few  weeks  they  have 
painted  and  repaired  the  church  building,  in¬ 
stalled  new  hymn  racks  in  the  Sanctuary,  re¬ 
paired  and  painted  both  of  the  Educational 
Buildings,  and  installed  an  air  conditioning  unit 
in  the  pastor’s  study.  All  improvements  are 
paid  for  in  full.  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon  is  the 
pastor. 

THIRTY  MEMBERS  of  the  Youth  Choir  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  Welsh,  spent  three 
days  recently  at  Camp  Brewer.  The  time  was 
spent  learning  music  to  be  used  at  the  church 
services  during  the  fall  and  winter.  Rev.  Jack 
Cooke  pastor  and  director  of  the  choir,  Mrs.  O. 
H.  Robinson,  accompanist,  and  several  of  the 
parents  of  choir  members  accompanied  the 
group. 

DR.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  was  guest 
preacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  Sunday,  August  12,  in  the  absence  of 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Carl  Lueg.  At  the  close  of  the 
morning  service  Dr.  Bowdon  held  a  special  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Church  and  Quarterly  Conference  for 
the  purpose  of  authorizing  the  purchase  of  prop¬ 
erty  adjoining  the  church  property. 

FRANK  KAYLOR  is  the  newly  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Men  of  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston.  Other  officers  are:  Price 
Gray,  vice-president;  F.  H.  Dennis,  secretary- 
treasurer;  and  Roscoe  P.  Hand  program  chair¬ 
man.  As  a  result  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  organ¬ 
ization  in  the  church  lay  teams  have  gone  out  to 
serve  as  speakers  in  neighboring  churches  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  months. 

GEORGE  MARSHALL,  soil  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

John  J.-  Marshall  of  Shreveport,  has  been 
awarded  the  High  Twelve  Club  scholarship  to 
Centenary  College  for  the  1956-57  academic  year. 
A  1956  graduate  of  Byrd  High  School  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  young  Marshall  was  on  both  the  baseball 
and  basketball  teams  there.  The  scholarship, 
which  carries  a  valuation  of  $225,  is  provided 
each  year  by  the  High  Twelve  Club  of  Shreve¬ 
port. 

EV.  EUGENE  E.  GOLAY,  staff  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  since  1950,  has  accepted  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  associate  pastor  of  Central  Methodist 
Church  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  effective  August  1. 
Central  Church,  with  more  than  2,500  members 
is  the  largest  Methodist  church  in  Arizona.  In 
addition  to  assisting  the  pastor,  Dr.  Charles  S. 
Kendall,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Golay  will  have  special 
responsibility  for  evangelistic  and  membership 
projects. 

RE.V.  ROY  MOUSER,  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  at  the  annual  revival  to  be  held 
in  the  New  Iberia  Methodist  Church,  September 
9-16.  Services  will  begin  at  7:15  a.m.  and  7:30 
p.m.  The  early  morning  service  is  designed  to 
make  it  possible  for  people  on  their  way  to 
school  and  work  to  attend.  This  service  will  last 
only  thirty  minutes.  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  director 
of  music  and  education  in  the  church  will  direct 
the  singing.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  pastor. 

JOHN  WESLEY,  the  77-minute  film  based  on 
incidents  from  the  life  of  Methodism’s 
founder,  will  be  available  on  a  rental  basis  after 
September  1,  according  to  the  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  of  The  Methodist  Church.  The  film, 
produced  by  TRAFCO  in  cooperation  with  J. 
Arthur  Rank,  may  be  rented  from  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House  branches  in  black  and  white 
and  color  versions.  It  previously  has  been  avail¬ 
able  only  on  an  offering  basis.  The  rental  price 
will  be  $35.00  for  color  and  $20.00  for  black  and 
white. 


GEORGE  M.  KREAMER  has  been  added  to  the 
staff  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  as  Director  of  Music.  Mr.  Kreamer,  a 
member  of  the  church,  is  the  son  of  the  late 
M.  L.  Kreamer  and  Mrs.  V.  M.  Kreamer,  long 
time  members  of  the  church.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Chicago  Musical  College  with  degrees  in  both 
piano  anchorgan.  He  has  also  studied  organ  un¬ 
der  the  eminent  Parisian  organist,  Marcel  Dupre. 
He  did  graduate  work  at  the  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  later  joined  the  faculty  of  Chicago 
Musical  College  to  teach  organ,  piano  and  mod¬ 
ern  language.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Guild  of  Orgahists,  and  president  of  the  Lake 
Charles  Piano  Teachers  Association.  Mr.  Kream¬ 
er  assumed  his  duties  on  the  first  of  August. 

VINOBA  BHAVE,  well-known  disciple  of 
Gandhi,  who  leads  India’s  Bhoodan  (land 
gift)  movement,  recently  expressed  his  views  on 
the  work  of  Christian  missionaries  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  a  physician  from  a  government  hos¬ 
pital.  “Neither  cheap  medicine,  nor  propaganda 
is  responsible  for  the  mission  hospital’s  attrac¬ 
tion,”  said  Bhave.  “The  real  reason  is  the  Book 
which  accompanies  the  medicine.  One  hospital 
gives  medicine  only  for  the  body,  the  other  gives 
also  food  for  the  soul.”  “But  are  they  justified 
in  carrying  on  their  religious  teaching?”  asked 
the  physician.  “We  cannot  stay  them  from  doing 
that,”  Bhave  answered.  “They  are  not  carrying 
on  any  anti-social  or  anti-government  activities. 
They  are  delivering  only  the  message  of  Jesus.” 

MRS.  J.  I.  WILLIAMS  was  superintendent  of 
the  Children’s  Division,  and  Rev.  George 
Hess  was  director  of  the  Youth  Division  in  the 
Vacation  Church'  School  which  closed  Friday 
night,  August  24,  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa.  There 
was  an  average  of  175  in  attendance  during  the 
school.  The  Rev.  M.  Hess,  who  has  been  serving 
as  summer  youth  director  at  the  church  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  for  his  second  year  of  seminary.  The 
music  program  of  the  church  is  now  under  the 
direction  of  John  Hammond  and  will  sponsor  a 
regular  choir,  youth  choir,  junior  choir,  cherub 
choir,  and  a  men’s  quartet  that  will  furnish 
music  for  the  church  services.  Rev.  W.  II.  Giles 
is  pastor. 

DR.  RALPH  SQUIRES,  head  of  the  Centenary 
College  school  of„music  until-  his  resignation 
last  spring,  has  been  named  dean  of  the  division 
of  fine  arts  at  McNeese  State  College,  Lake 
Charles.  No  announcement  could  be  made  con¬ 
cerning  his  plans  prior  to  official  approval  of 
the  Louisiana  state  board  of  education,  which 
last  week  met  to  promote  Dr.  F.  G.  Bulber  from 
the  position  of  dean  of  the  division  of  fine  arts 
to  the  newly-created  post  of  dean  of  the  college. 
At  the  same  time,  the  state  board  also  approved 
appointment  of  Dr.  Squires  to  succeed  Dr.  Bul¬ 
ber  in  the  fine  arts  division.  Dr.  Squires  now 
is  touring  Europe.  He  will  be  replaced  at 
Centenary  by  LeRoy  Anspach,  nationally  known 
pianist,  who  has  been  serving  as  head  of  the 
department  of  piano  at  Washburn  University, 
Topeka,  Kansas,  since  1952. 

I  .  •  , 

A  SURVEY  by  the  Ohio  Council  of  Churches 
indicates  there  are  too  many  religious  radio 
and  TV  programs  of  inferior  quality  on  the  air 
and  that  too  many  religious  programs  are  broad¬ 
cast  on  Sundays  and  not  enough  during  the 
week.  Findings  of  the  study  show  that  Ohio’s 
radio  stations  carry  a  combined  total  of  646  re¬ 
ligious  programs  every  week  and  the  TV  stations 
86  per  week.  Of  these,  461  of  the  radio  programs 
and  59  TV  shows  were  broadcast  Sundays.  Ob¬ 
served  the  report:  “It  seemed  that  the  percent¬ 
age  of  religious  programs  broadcast  on  Sundays 
was  out  of  proportion.  .  .  Religion  is  not  for  Sun¬ 
day  alone.  .  .  A  disproportionate  amount  of  time 
in  religious  broadcasting  is  given  to  that  type  of 
commercial  programming  which  does  not  reflect 
either  the  theology  or  the  worship  practices  of 
the'  main  body  of  the  American  people,”  it  says. 
Most  of  the  station  managers  ask  for  more  pro¬ 
grams  entertaining  as  well  as  informative,  vary 
their  formats,  and  use  less  of  the  “preach,  hell- 
fire  and  brimstone  approach  and  more  of  the 
down  to  earth,  m^rn.  to  man  approach.” 
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Dedication  Service  At  Logansport  CEDAR  GROVE  ASSUMES  ADVANCE  SPECIAL 


Revival  At 
Bird's  Chapel 

A  successful  revival  was  held  at 
Bird’s  Chapel  or^,  the  Marion  (La.) 
Charge  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Sander^  of  the  Douglasville  Church 
of  Little  Rock,  according  to  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Frank  C.  Collins.  The 
meeting  closed  on  Sunday,  August 
17.  There  were  17  ascensions  ion 
profession  of  faith. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Collins  reports: 
“We  enjoyed  the  interesting,  im¬ 
pressive  sermons,  large  attentive 
audiences  both  morning  and  night, 
the  good  singing,  fine  food  and  fel¬ 
lowship  in  the  homes  of  the  people 
and  the  fine  response  from  all  the 
people,  especially  the  young  people, 
all  in  spite  of  the  rather  hot  weath¬ 
er  during  the  week.  It  was  really 
an  old-fashioned  revival  meeting 
with  the  young  folks  coming  to  the 
altar  for  prayer  with  tears  of  re¬ 
pentance.  After  four  days  of  in¬ 
struction  by  the  pastor,  it  was  a 
beautiful  sight  to  see  17  young 
people  and  children  lined  up  across 
the  church  for  baptism  and  recep¬ 
tion  into  the  church. 

“We  appreciate  Brother  and  Mrs. 
Sanders  for  taking  leave  of  their 
busy  schedule  in  Little  Rock  •  and 
giving  us  this  week  of  intensive 
labor  of  love  among  the  people  at 
Bird’s  Chapel.  The  meeting  was 
preceded  and  continued  with  visita¬ 
tion  and  prayer  by  the  pastor  and 
his  wife  and  tbe  members.  Four 
groups  met  each  night  before  the 
service  for  prayer.  The  Lord  has 
wonderfully  blessed  us  all.” 


On  Sunday  morning,  August  5, 
a  special  dedication  service  at  the 
Logansport  Methodist  Church  for 
the  Chesley  Price  Prayer  Chapel 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
James  B.  Grambling. 

The  furnishings  of  the  chapel 
were  named  in  memory  of  Chesley 
Price,  who  for  more  than  24  years 
was  the  superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

At  the  time  in  the  service  for  the 
consecration  of  the  communion  ele¬ 
ments,  the  pastor’  entered  the  chap¬ 
el  and  led  the  service  from  the  altar, 
using  a  two-way  inner  communica¬ 
tion  system.  The  dedication  service 
followed  with  the  congregation  tak¬ 
ing  part.  Five  ushers  directed  tire 
congregation  from  the  main  sanc¬ 
tuary  to  the  prayer  chapel  where 
five  people  could  kneel  at  each 
serving.  After  receiving  com¬ 
munion  the  people  returned  to  the 
sanctuary  where  soft  music  was  be¬ 
ing  played  and  heard  in  both  rooms. 

The  furnishings,  made  to  order  in 
light  oak,  consist  of  an  altar  upon 
which  a  complete  brass  altar  set  is 
placed,  two  chairs,  and  an  altar  rail 
seven  feet  long.  There  is  a .  Bible 
reading  stand  placed  just  behind 
the  rail.  There  are  seven  pews  with 
kneelers,  each  pew  made  to  seat 
two  people.  The  entrance  is  screen¬ 
ed  off  by  an  oak  panel  giving  the 
room  complete  privacy.  The  drapes 
blend  in  with  the  walls  and  lend 
dignity  to  the  room.  A  large  ceil¬ 
ing  fan  is  used  to  keep  the  room 
comfortable. 


Golden  Age 
Group  Honored 

The  Golden  Age  group  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Lafay¬ 
ette  was  honored  recently  with  a 
supper  in  the  church  recreation 
room,  sponsored  by.  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Members  of  the  honored  group 
were  Misses  Hugh  D.  and  Sarenthia 
MacLauren,  Mrs.  George  Beadle, 
Miss  Mable  LeBrun  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
Fother. 

The  fellowship  circles  assisted 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Peasee  in  arrangements 
for  the  supper. 

Following  the  supper,  the  group 
assembled  in  the  church  sanctuary 
to  hear  a  special  program  with  Mrs. 


Said  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling,  editor 
of  the  Christian  Herald  recently: 
“Over  the  world  today  youth 
marches,  marches  under  all  the 
flags,  marches  off  in  all  directions — 
ideologically,  socially,  nationally 
and  politically — but  always  in  vast 
numbers  against  each  other.  .  . 
Youth  are  not  to  blame.  They  are 
pawns  in  the  mighty,  ruthless  games 
of  their  adults.” 


T.  A.  Cochram  leading  in  the  open¬ 
ing  prayer.  Mrs.  George  Thomas 
gave  a  devotional  meditation  en¬ 
titled  “Is  the  Kingdom  Real  to  Us?” 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Peckham  gave  a  lesson 
on  “The  Meaning  and  Measuring 
of  Our  Worth.” 


RICHARD  WEHRMAN 

Southside  Church 
Honors  Members 

The  Southside  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe  gave  a  farewell  tea  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Harris,  and  their 
children,  Mark  and  David,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  August  19,  in  the  parsonage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  are  being 
transferred  to  Mobile,  Alabama, 
where  Mr.  Harris  will  continue  his 
work  with  Sears  Roebuck. 

Mr.  Harris  has  served  on  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board  of  the  Southside 
Church  since  its  organization  on 
July  13,  1952.  He  has  held  the  of¬ 
fice  of  assistant  treasurer  for  the 
last  two  years.  During  his  year  as 
president  of  the  Methodist  Men 
many  things  were  done  for  the 
church  by  this  group,  according  to 
report  of  church  leaders,  but  the 
outstanding  contribution  was  a 
church  directory.  Mrs.  Harris  has 
served  as  the  church  organist  since 
the  day  of  organization  with  a  few 
months  leave  of  absence.  She  is 
active  in  the  Altar  Guild,  works 
with  the  Chancel  Choir,  Altar 
Choir,  Angel  Choir,  Men’s  Quartet 
and  sings  with  the  Women’s  Quar¬ 
tet. 

During  the  tea  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harris  were  presented  with  a  new 
translation  of  the  Bible  by  Lloyd 
Barnett,  on  behalf  of  the  Official 
Board,  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  choir,  Men’s  Club  and 
the  Altar  Guild. 


Lake  Charles  District  Junior  Camp 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Junior 
Camp  was  held  at  Camp  Brewer 
August  13-17  with  Rev.  Robert  B. 

richlow  director.  There  were  108 
w  attendance  at  the  camp. 

The  staff  was  composed  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Crichlow,  Jennings; 
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«Rev.  A.  A.  McKnight,  DeQuincy; 
Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot,  Kinder; 
Carl  Lueg,  Jr.,  Lake  Charles  First 
Church;  Sgt.  Frank  Childton,  Lees- 
ville;  Mrs.  Sarah  Lee  Hicks,  Welsh; 
Karen  Henderson,  Sulphur;  Pat 


MRS.  RICHARD  WEHRMAN 

The  Cedar  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  as  an  advance  special,  has 
assurped  one-half  of  the  support  of 
a  missionary  couple  in  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands,  according  to  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser. 

After  a  detailed  study,  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missions,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Mc¬ 
Gowan,  chairman,  selected  Mr.  ana 
Mrs.  Richard  Wehrman  as  agricul¬ 
tural  missionaries.  Mr.  Wehrman’s 
home  was  in  Higginsville,  Missouri, 
and  Mrs.  Wehrman’s,  the  former 
Eva  Wise,  home  was  Cutler,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Wehrman  received  A.  B.  and 
M.  A.  degrees  in  agriculture  from 
the  University  of  Missouri.  He  also 
attended  Asbury  Seminary  in  Wil- 
more,  Kentucky,  where  he  and  Mrs. 
Wehrman  met  and  where  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree. 

According  to  the  Cedar  Grove 
pastor,  “Since  both  had  felt  God’s 
call  to  missionary  service  during 
their  college  days,  after  their  mar¬ 
riage  in  1954  they  began  to  make 
further  preparation  toward  this 
end,  and  in  1955  received  their  as¬ 
sign  me  n  t  s  to  the  Philippines. 
Though  their  family  now  consists  of 
only  two  they  are  expecting  a  new 
member  to  arrive  in  October. 

“Richard  and  Eva  are  devoting 
their  talents  toward  teaching  the 
people  among  whom  they  live  bet¬ 
ter  methods  for  producing  and  pre¬ 
serving  food,  in  the  name  of  Christ 
and  The  Methodist  Church.  This 
is  done  largely  through  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  -■-•stitutes  and  the  conduct 
of  4-H  Club  work. 

“One  of  the  current  challenges  in 
their  district  and  throughout  the 
Philippines  is  the  approaching 
Evangelistic  Seminar  which  will  be 
conducted  later  this  month  by 
Bishop  Angie  Smith,  Harry  Den¬ 
man  and  other  representatives  from 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 
The  Wehrmans  are  busy  in  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  Bible  study  and  Pray¬ 
er  groups  and  other  local  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  emphasis  upon  visita¬ 
tion  evangelism. 

“The  Cedar  Grove  congregation 
is  enthusiastic  in  its  support  of  their 
activities  and  is  pleased  to  have 
this  share  of  the  work  of  the 
Church  in  the  Far  East.” 


Hathaway,  Lake  Charles  First 
Church;  Nancy  McNair,  Kinder; 
Mary  Beth  McMurray,  Sulphur; 
Mrs.  Larry  Smith,  DeRidder  First 
Church;  and  Anne  Clark  Whitaker, 
DeRidder  First  Church. 


Why  were  saints  saints?  Because 
they  were  cheerful  when  it  was 
hard  to  be  cheerful;  patient  when 
it  was  hard  to  be  patient;  because 
they  pushed  on  when  they  wished 
to  stand  still,  they  kept  silent  when 
they  wished  to  talk,  they  were 
agreeable  when  they  wished  to  be 
disagreeable.  That  was  all.  — 
Watchman-Examiner. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


HENDRIX  GRADUATE.  MISSIONARY 
TO  JAPAN 


Youth  Activities  Week  In  The  Area 


Intermediate  Camp 
At  Shores  Lake 

The  Seba-Scott  Intermediate 
Camp  which  was  held  from  August 
6-10  was  the  best  ever  held  at 
Shores  Lake,  according  to  Rev.  R. 
M.  Holland,  who  reports  on  the 
camp.  He  says  “From  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  the  spiritual  significance  of 
camp  life  was  placed  in  the  fore¬ 
ground  and  kept  there  “until  the 
very  last.  Every  service,  every  meal 
and  all  play  activities  recognized 
the  spiritual  above  all  other  con¬ 
siderations.  Our  directorship,  super¬ 
vising,  teaching,  counseling,  nur¬ 
sing  and  life-guarding  were  of  the 
highest  type.  The  spirit  of  harmony 
and  unity  from  the  kitchen  to  every 
cabin  and  on  the  playground  was 
beautiful.” 

Rev.  Brady  Cook  was  director  of 
the  camp,  Rev.  Felix  Holland,  su¬ 
pervisor,  Rev.  Lindsey  Rolland  was 
business  manager  and  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Holland  was  both  nurse  and  coun¬ 
selor.  Others  assisting  were  Rev. 
George  Kleeb,  Rev.  Oscar  Evanson, 
Rev.  Lester  Nance,  Rev.  O.  L.  Fin¬ 
ley,  Rev.  Fpm  Cook  and  Francis 
Thomas.  Mrs.  Lindsey  Rolland  and 
Mrs.  Felix  Holland  were  the  cooks 
and  John  Tolleson  furnished  the 
music.  Mr.  Tolleson  and  Howell 
Hile  were  lifeguards. 

On  Thursday  night  Fern  Cook 
held  the  consecration  service  dim¬ 
ing  which  time  11  campers  were 
converted  and  more  than  20  re-ded- 
icated  their  lives  to  God. 

Brother  Holland  states:  “There 
was  rejoicing,  weeping,  praying  at 
the  foot  of  the  cross  and  crying 
could  be  heard  in  the  cabins  after 
the  service.  It  was  indeed  a  glorious 
service.” 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Ruston  East 

The  Ruston  East  (Revel)  Sub- 
District  met  on  Monday,  August 
13,  at  the  Bernice  Methodist- Church. 
Don  Tyler,  vice-president,  presided 
in  the  absence  of  the  president. 

The  Chatham  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  won  the  attendance  ban¬ 
ner.  Glenda  Sue  Caldwell  gave  the 
treasurer’s  report. 

The  Bernice  MYF  was  in  charge 
of  the  program.  A  reading  was  giv¬ 
en  by  Sarah  Ford  and  Suzanne 
Lindsay. 

The  September  meeting  will  be 
held  at  the  Jonesboro  (La.)  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  on  Sept'ember  10  and 
will  include  the  installation  of  new 
officers.  —  Betty  Wilder. 


/  PALMETTO  ELECTS 
OFFICERS 

The  Palmetto  (La.)  MYF  elected 
the  following  officers  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  held  at  the  church  on  Sunday 
night,  August  12: 

Earl  Taylor,  president;  Jay  Lee 
Kidder,  vice-president;  Janet  Mor¬ 
gan,  secretary  -  treasurer;  Glenn 
Beard,  chairman  of  Christian  Fel¬ 
lowship;  Mary  Alice  Morgan,  chair¬ 
man  of  Christian  Outreach  and 
Mary  Ann  Kidder,  chairman  of 
phristian  Citizenship. 


KENNETH  L.  J&CKSON 


New  York  —  Kenneth  L-  Jackson, 
15  South  Sheridan  Ave.,  Sheridan, 
Wyo.,  is  one  of  38  young  men  and 
women  who  will  be  leaving  the 
"United  States  soon  to  begin  three 
years  as  overseas  missionaries  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Jackson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilbert  M.  Jackson  of  Sheridan, 
will  do  educational  work  in  Japan. 

The  group  completed  August  5 
a  six-week  orientation  course  in 
missions  and  missionary  work  at 
Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Work¬ 
ers,  Nashville,  Tenn.  Most  will  leave 
for  their  overseas  assignments  in 
August  and  September.  They  will 
serve  in  Japan,  Korea,  Hawaii, 
Southeast  Asia  and  Latin  America. 

The  16  women  will  serve  under 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  df 
Missions.  The  22  men  will  serve 
under  either  the  board’s  Division 
of  World  Missions  or  Division  of 
National  Missions.  Most  are  1956 
college  graduates,  though  few  are 
teachers  and  seminary  students. 

A  native  of  Sheridan,  Mr.  Jack- 
"son  attended  elementary  and  high 
school  there.  After  two  years  at 
the  Northern  Wyoming  Community 
College  at  Sheridan,  he  went  to 
Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark., 
and  was  graduated  last  spring  with 
a  bachelor  of  arts  in  English. 

While  in  college,  Mr.  Jackson  was 
vice-president  of  the  Spanish  Club 
and  a  member  of  the  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  Men’s  Club,  the  Pre-Theolog 
Fellowship,  the  Hendrix  Christian 
Association,  the  Hendrix  Players, 
the  band,  the  Art  Guild  and  the 
Future  Teachers  of  America.  He  ser¬ 
ved  on  a  student  deputation  team 
of  the  Board  of  Peace  of  the  North  ■ 
Arkansas  Methodist  Conference. 

A  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Sheridan,  Mr.  Jackson 
is  a  local  preacher  of  the  Wyoming 
State  Methodist  Conference.  He  has 
been  a  government  fire  lookout  in 
the  Big  Horn  National  Forest  and 
a  librarian’s  assistant  at  the  North¬ 
ern  Wyoming  college. 


Mangum  Memorial 

The  ne.w  church  year  at  Mangum 
Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  began  with  Youth  Ac¬ 
tivities  Week  during  the  summer 
program  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  the  week  of  June  25-29. 
The  feature  of  the  program,  was  the 
visit  of  Miss  Takako  Hinahara  of 
Hiroshima,  Japan,  according  to  re¬ 
port.  Takako  is  a  graduate  of  Scar¬ 
ritt  College  and  came^to  Mangum 
Memorial  Church  through  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  Joint  Department  of 
Missionary  Education’s  Summer 
Agencies  in  Nashville. 

The  group  recalled  and  evaluated 
the  experiences  related  to  the  many 
avenues  of  program  and  service  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  in 
the  church’s  life. 

Pictured  above  are  the  newly- 
elected  officers  for  the  Senior  De¬ 
partment  of  ithe  church:  Left  to 
right,  Patsy  Gladden,  president; 
Thay  Butchee,  vice-president;  Linda 
Morris,  treasurer,  and  assistant  pas-' 
tor,  Rev.  Ben  Youngblood.  Kay 
Robertson,  secretary,  was  not  pres¬ 
ent.  Adult  supervisors  are:  Lynn 
Maxwell,  superintendent,  Mrs.  Lynn 
Maxwell,  councilor;  Mrs.  P.  H. 
Armbrust,  teacher,  and  Miss  Sybil 
Kelly,  superintendent  Youth  Divi¬ 
sion. 

Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers  is  pastor. 


Forrest  City 

Youth  Activities  Week  was  held 
as  the  Forrest  City  Methodist 
Church  August  5-9  with  an  average 
attendance  of  16  seniors  with  four 
adults  attending  regularly. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Raymond  L. 
Franks,  helped  plan  the  activities, 
spoke  twice  to  the  group  and  di¬ 
rected  the  discussion  group  each 
night. 

The  theme  for  the  week  was 
“Christ  Above  All,”  and  was  devel¬ 
oped  in  the  discussion  group  under 
the  subject  “Is  It  Rijnt  or  Wrong?” 
and  in  the  platform  addresses  on 
Monday  through  Wednesday  on  the 
subjects  “Who  Am  I?”,  “Who  is 
He?”  and  “How  Do  I  Follow  Him?” 

Recreation  and  singing  were  led 
by  two  of  the  older  youth.  The 
group  pays  regularly  “  to  the  MY- 
Fund  and  during  this  week  $17.50 
was  added  to  the  fund. 

Special  features  included  the 
showing  of  the  film,  “The  Tell-Tale 
Arm”.  Reports  were  given  on 
Youth  Night  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  on  the  recent  Alcohol 
Studies  Workshop  in  Dallas,  Texas., 

A  Galilean  service  on  the  last 
night  was  attended  by  20  seniors 
and  20  adults. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Williams 
are  counselors  for  the  Senior  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  at  Forrest 
City.  '  . 


Jena 

Youth  Activities  Week  was  held 
at  Nolley  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Jena,  Louisiana,  the  week 
of  July  15  through  the  20.  At  this 
same  time  the  Intermediates  had 
Christian  Adventure  Week. 

The  sessions  began  at  6:00  p.m. 
each  evening  with  supper  served 
by  the  circles  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service.  After 
supper  there  was  a  time  of  fellow¬ 
ship  singing  followed  by  the  dis¬ 
cussion  groups.  The  Intermediates 
during  the  week  used  the  book 
World  Upside  Down,  \vhich  was  a 
-study  on  missions.  Seniors  and  old¬ 
er  youth  had  discussions  on  differ¬ 
ent  topics  which  were  of  special 
interest  to  them.  The  topics  dis¬ 
cussed  were  Christian  witness, 
world  relations,  basic  Christian  be¬ 
liefs  and  Methodist  beliefs.  Senior 
discussions  leaders  were  Ed 
Bass,  IMiss  Hazel  Breithaupt,  and 
Rev.  Harry  W.  Cannon,  Trout, 
Louisiana. 

The  adults  leading  the  Intermedi¬ 
ate  study  course  were  Mrs.  W.  O. 
Lynch,  Miss  Janie  Adams,  and  Mrs. 
Don  Steen. 

Each  evening’s  session  also  in¬ 
cluded  recreation  and  a  worship 
service.  One  feature  of  the  week 
was  a  cook-out  on  Wednesday  night. 

Miss  Hilda  Fay  Manchester,  sum¬ 
mer  Youth  Director  for  Nolley 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  was 
director  for  the  week.  Rev.  W.  O. 
Lynch  is  pastor. 


Fisher 

The  Fisher  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  observed  Youth  Activities 
Week  July  30-August  3  with  the 
theme  “Christ  Above  All.” 

Margaret  Whistle  of  Dell,  student 
at  Hendrix  College,  was  the  director 
for  the  week.  *  \ 

Family  Night  was  observed  on 
Wednesday  night  and  Reginia  Wat¬ 
son  of  Jonesboro  led  devotions  on 
Thursday  night.  Friday  night  was 
dedication  night  and  one  commit¬ 
ment  was  made. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Glass  is  pastor  of  the 
church.  Roy  Weld  is  counselor  of 
the  MYF  and  Charlotte  Dale  is  pres¬ 
ident. 


Kwassui  Junior  College,  Nagasaki, 
Japan,  is  celebrating  the  seventy- 
fifth  anniversary  of  its  founding.  *n 
the  years  since  1897,  when  Miss 
Elizabeth  Russell  (Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary)  opened  the  school  with  one 
frightened  little  Japanese  girl  on  a 
cold  winter  morning,  the  school  has 
grown  to  its  present  enrollment  of 
850  high  school  girls  and  430  college 
students. 
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We  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  groups  and  participants  listed  below 
who  have  rendered  a  service  or  presented 
gifts  to  the  Home  during  July,  1956. 

Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administration 
Hospital,  North  Little  Rock — candy 
Jack  Thompson,  Douglassville  Methodist 
Church — peaches 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Woodward,  Lakewood  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock — gift  from  her 
Sunday  School  Class  and  a  visit  to  our 
Home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  J.  Foster,  El  Dorado 
— sewing  machine,  practically  new.  The 
Primary  Department  of  First  Church, 
El  Dorado,  had  the  machine  repaired 
and  it  was  brought  to  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  by  Mrs.  Kenneth  Kinard. 

Drs.  Barrier  arid  Cullen — tickets  for  the 
American  Variety  Show 
Drs.  Rhinehart,  Norton  and  Regnier — tick¬ 
ets  for  the  American  Variety  Show 
First  Church,  Little  Rock — cookies 
Mrs.  Guy  Cannon — toys  and  clothing 
Harold  C.  Duebner,  Manitowoc  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Church,  Manrtowoc — cloth¬ 
ing 

Miss  Enid  Kempner,  brought  by  Mrs.  Etta 
Kirby — clothing 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Rickman,  brought  by  Clyde 
Underwood — potatoes 

Pleasant  Hill  Home  Demonstration  Club — 
Mrs.  T.  B.  White,  President — clothing 
Alumnaroll  Co.  of  Arkansas  by  John  H. 
Blandford — tickets  for  American  Variety 
Show 

CASH  DONATIONS 

Gleaners  S.  S.  Class,  First 

Church,  El  Dorado  .  10.00  1 

Lakewood  Methodist  Church — 

Primary  Class  of  Vacation  School  5.41 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church .  10.00 

The  Lexa  Telfore  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door — 

Sheridan  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Rebecca  Sunday  School  Class, 

Vantrease  Church,  El  Dorado  .  5.00 

Cabot  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S .  10.00 

Rose  Couples  Class,  _ 

Camden  First  Church  .  20.00 

Farmington  Methodist  Vacation 

School  . 10.00 

Men’s  Bible  Class,  Nashville 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Marked  Tree  Methodist  Church, 

Junior  Dept.,  Vacation  School  3.35 

The  Couples  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  .  30.00 

Frost  Bible  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Church  .  10.00 

Esthers  Sunday  School  Class, 

Siloam  Springs  Methodist  Church  10.00 
Susannah  Wesley  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Church  . .  5.00 

The  Yancey  S.  S.  Class,  _. 


Marianna  Methodist  Church' 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers, 

First  Church  Little  Rock  . 

Cauthron  Methodist  Church, 

Junior  Class  . . 

Jett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Church  . 

Lodges  Corner  Methodist  Church  ... 
Fellowship  Class,  Henderson 

Church,  Little  Rock  . 

Mae  Jenkins  Sunday  School  Class, 

Winfield  Church,  Little  Rock  . 

Miss  Lenna  Webb,  Prairie  Grove  .... 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  . 

Young  Adult  Class,  Washington 
Avenue  Church,  North  Little  Rock 

Little  Rock  Conference  . 

Service  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  . 

Young  Adult  Class, 

Rector  First  Church  . 

Mary  Martha  Bible  Class, 

Smackover  Methodist  Church  . 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Perryville  Methodist  Church  . 

Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 

Vacation  School,  Concord 

Methodist  Church  . 

Atkins  Methodist  Church  . 

Almyra  W.S.C.S . 

Builders  Qlass, 

Brinkley  Methodist  Church  . 

Anonymous  . . . 

Harmony  Class,  First  Church, 

Little  Rock  .’. . 

Irene  Hunt  S.  S.  Class, 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Ft.  Smith  . 

Hanks  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

Helena  First  Church  . 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Rogers  Central  Church  . 

Wesley  Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Church  . 

Open  Door  Class,  First 

Church,  El  Dorado  .  . 

The  Friendly  Sunday  School  Class, 

Heber  Springs  Methodist  Ch . 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Hines,  Crisssett  . 

Anonymous  . 

Madonna  Bible  Class, 

Newport  First  Church  . 

Couples  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Church  . .' . 

Harmony  Grove  Vacation 

Church  School  . 

Mrs.  M".  A.  Talley,  Mena  . 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  : 

Prairie  Grove  Meth.-  Church  . 

Yancey  S.  S.  Class, 

Marianna  Methodist  Church  . 

Primary  Dept.,  Helena  First 

Church  Vacation  School  . 

Miscellaneous  Collections  . 

Memorial  Collections  . 


10.00 

10.00 

3.81 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

25.00 

15.00 

10.00 

•5.00 

38.23 

10.00 

10.00 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

6.74 

9.92 

10.00 

30.00 

10.00- 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

8.00 

10.00 

30.00 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

12.00 

2.00 

20.00 

10.00 

6.00 

575.90 

344.00 


Total  Collections  . $1,535.36 

—CONNOR  MOREHEAD, 
Superintendent 


Lutherans  To  Build  $430,000 
Center  in  Hong  Kong 

Oslo  (RNS)  —  Construction  of  a 
$430,000  Lutheran  center  in  Hong 
Kong  will  begin  before  the  end  of 
this  year,  it  was  disclosed  by  Luth¬ 
eran  world  missions  officials. 

To  be  built  on  a  site  the  Hong 
Kong  government  has  promised  to 
Provide  without  charge,  the  center 
will  include  a  church,  parish  hall, 
Parsonage,  primary  school  and  sec¬ 
ondary  school. 

The  announcement  was  made  im¬ 
mediately  after  plans  for  the  project 
were  approved  by  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation’s  commission  on 
world  missions  at  its  meeting  in 
nearby  Hurdals  Verk. 

Lutheran  church  bodies  in  the 
United  States  have  pledged  $165,000 
toward  the  work,  it  was  reported 
hy  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Syrdal  of  Minne- 
apolis,  Minn.,  foreign  missions  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Evangelical  Luther¬ 
an  Church.  Of  this  amount  the 
ULC  and  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  each  have 
Pledged  $60,000,  he  said,  the  Augus- 
ana  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
$40,000,  and  the  Lutheran  Free 
Church  $5,000. 

Mr.  Syrdal  said  the  (U.S1.)  Na- 
10nal  Council  also  is  ready  to  re¬ 


lease  $100,000  toward  the  project 
from  a  special  fund  in  its  charge 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  costs 
will  be  made  up  through  contribu¬ 
tions  by  Lutheran  congregations  in 
Hong  Kong  and  an  interest  free 
loan  from  the  Hong  Kong  govern¬ 
ment. 


5,000  SE  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  eommlsslon. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

'  George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  S,  111. 
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OBITUARIES 

NORSWORTHY  —  The  Louisiana 
Conference  lost  one  of  the  most 
faithful  and  best  'loved  pastors  in 
the  death  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Norsworthy 
on  June  10,  1956. 

Brother  Norsworthy  was  born  70 
years  ago  and  called  Mississippi 
his  home.  He  was  one  of  identical 
twins.  He  was  married  47  years 
ago  and  he  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  47th  anniversary  on  May  6 
of  this  year.  They  were  the  parents 
of  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

Ordained  in  1907  at  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Conference  at  Gulfport,  he- 
served  several  small  churches  be¬ 
fore  coming  to  Louisian^.  In  his 
early  ministry  he  worked  in  the 
lupiber  ’business  to  supplement  the 
family’s  income.  The  whole  family 
worked  as  a  team  so  that  he  could 
obey  the  call  to  preach. 

Brother  Norsworthy  had  a  cer¬ 
tain  spark  that  lighted  every  life 
with  which  he  came  in  contact.  He 
supported  the  church  in  every  way 
and  rpet  all  the  obligations  of  his 
church  faithfully.  His  last  charge 
was  the  Curtis  Park  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier  City.  There  for 
eight  years  he  labored  for  Christ 
and  His  kingdom.  He  had  an  in¬ 
crease  of  from  75  to  over  400  mem¬ 
bers.  Considering  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  membership  were 
from  Barksdale  Air  Force  Base  and 
subject  to  transfer,  that  was  quite 
an  achievement.  Visiting  often  and 
regularly  in  every  home,  he 
brought  heavenly  sunshine  and 
love  in  with  him.  Daily  he  lived 
what  he  tried  so  hard  to  preach  and 
those  around  him  wer^  inspired  to 
do  likewise. 

He  went  to  his  heavenly  home 
the  day  the  members  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  preached  for  the  first  time 
in  their  new  charges. 

We  join  with  Rev.  Jack  Moore 
in  saying,  “I  knew  every  day  my 
friend  brought  my  name  before  the 
throne  of  grace  and  asked  that  I 
receive  a  blessing.  We,  his  many 
friends,  have  lost  a  real  friend  and 
heaven  has  been  enriched  greatly.” 

As  the  monument  at  his  grave 
reads,  we  repeat,  “To  live  in  the 
hearts  we  leave  behind  is  not  to 
die!” — Mrs.  James  L.  Harper. 


PITTMAN  —  Born  October  20,  1903 
at  Warren,  Arkansas,  Ralph  A. 
Pittman,  with  his  parents,  A.  L. 
and  Bettie  Jones  Pittman,  moved  to 
El  Dorado  in  1907.  He  was  convert¬ 
ed  and  baptized  at  Ben  Few  Camp 
Ground  and  became  a  member  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado, 
in  his  early  childhood.  He  was  a 
longtime  "'member  of  the  Official 


Board  of  his  church.  He  died  on 
March  12,  1956. 

It  was  the  writer’s  privilege  to 
be  Dr.  Pittman’s  district  superin¬ 
tendent  and  pastor  for  eleven  years 
in  succession.  We  were  closely  as¬ 
sociated  in  the  work  of  the  church, 
in  the  Albert  Pike  Consistory,  pro¬ 
fessionally,  and  in  our  homes.  Dr. 
Pittman  worked  long  hours  at  his 
office.  He  was  a  master  workman, 
a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  College 
of  Dental  £\irgery  and  rendered 
helpful  service  to  a  multitude  of 
people.  Many  days  and  after  hours, 
he  would  come  to  the  church  where 
he  planned  and  supervised  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  proper  lighting  and 
the  public  address  systems.  It  was 
he  who  saw  to  it  that  those  who 
were  hard  of  hearing  individually 
had  the  hearing  aids  installed  in 
their  pews  at  church.  He  was  for 
many  years  chief  usher  for  all  the 
services  including  Sunday  nights. 
After  the  fatal  heart-  seizure  which 
occurred  in  his  office,  friends  found 
in  the  pocket  of  his  coat  which-  he 
had  worn  to  church  the  Sunday  be¬ 
fore,  one  of  the  little  hearing  aid 
devices.  He  was  always  thinking 
about  his  church  and  the  possibility 
of  some  person  being  present  who 
had  not  been  supplied  with  a  hear¬ 
ing  aid. 

In  making  the  plans  for  the  new 
half  million  dollar  Educational  An¬ 
nex  at  his  church,  the  architects 
accepted  almost  in  detail  the  plans 
for  lighting  and  sound  effects 
which  task  had  been  assigned  by 
the  Building  Committee  to  Dr. 
Pittman.  Dr.  Pittman  was  ready  to 
go.  He  had  carefully  prepared  lit- 
ve  slips  of  paper  giving  instruc¬ 
tions  for  the  disposition  of  his  of¬ 
fice  equipment  and  personal  be¬ 
longings.  There  were  found  after  he 
went  away. 

Survivors  include  his  mother,  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Hortense  Rayburn 
Pittman  whom  he  married  at  Love- 
lady,  Texas,  in  1923,  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Robert  Harper,  two  sons, 
Ralph  Jr.  and  William  and  one 
grandson.  There  are  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Agnes  McKelvey  of  Little 
Rock  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Graham  of 
Downey,  Calif. 

Funeral'  services  were  conducted 
in  First  Methodist  Church,  El  Do¬ 
rado,  by  his  pastors,  Dr.  Cecil  R. 
Culver  and  Rev.  Virgil  Bell. — Con¬ 
nor  Morehead. 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  ars  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock.  Arkansas 


AUGUST  30,  1956 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
.  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1941  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  In  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  9,  1956 

THE  SOURCE  OF  HUMAN  CONFLICTS 

READ  THE  THIRD  AND  FOURTH  CHAPTERS  OF 
JAMES. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Strive  for  peace  with  all 
men.  (Hebrews  12:14) 


This  week  we  come  to  the  final 
lesson  in  the  series  of  seven  lessons 
under  the  general  subject,  “Living 
Our  Faith.”  The  aim  of  this  lesson, 
“The  Source  of  Human  Conflicts,” 
is  to  teach  us  the  necessity  of  self- 
discipline  in  words,  deeds  and  at¬ 
titudes,  if  we  are  to  live  harmoni¬ 
ously  with  others  and  in  fellowship 
with  God. 

Internal  Trouble  In  The  Early 
Church 

Because  of  the  saintly,  sacrificial 
lives  of  so  many  people  in  the  early 
church,  we  sometimes  make  the 
mistake  of  thinking  that  all  was 
peace,  harmony,  faithfulness  and 
love  among  early  Christians.  To  dis¬ 
pel  that  illusion,  one  needs  but  to 
read  the  Book  of  James,  from  which 
our  lesson  text  is  taken.  If  further 
evidence  is  needed,  that  there  were 
members  of  the  early  church  who 
created  disturbances  within  the 
church  and  brought  reproach  on  the 
church  from  without,  one  should 
read  the  1st  and  2nd  chapters  of 
Romans  and  the  5th  and  6th  chap¬ 
ters  of  1st  Corinthians. 

We  conjure  up  some  rather  ideal¬ 
istic  ideas  about  the  early  church, 
but  James,  who  had  opportunity  to 
know,  says  of  those  to  whom  he  is 
writing  that  there  are  “Wars  and 
fightings  among  you.  .  .  Ye  lust,  .  .  . 
ye  kill,  ...  ye  fight  and  war.”  The 
early  church  had  dangerous,  power¬ 
ful  enemies  in  the  world  about  that 
threatened  the  very  survival  of  the 
church.  Nevertheless,  the  writers  of 
the  New  Testament  often  seemed  to 
imply  that  the  greatest  danger  to 
the  church  was  from  within,  rather 
than  from  without. 

It  is  eminently  true  today  that, 
except  in  communist  countries,  the 
greatest  handicap  the  church  faces 
in  its  program  for  wrorld  evangelism 
is  the  lack  of  a  whole-hearted  con¬ 
secration  and  dedication  of  life  by 
many  church  people  who  are  con¬ 
tent  to  bear  the  name  of  Christ 
while  strangers  to  vital,  dynamic 
Christian  living.  The  Christian 
church  of  our  day  has  a  potential 
power  that  could  conquer  the  world 
for  Christ,  in  a  comparatively  short 
time,  if  that  power  could  be  de¬ 
livered  in  positive,  aggressive,  sin¬ 
cere  devotion  in  His  service. 

We  Axe  To  Blame 

James  asks  the  question,  “From 
whence  come  wars  and  fightings 
among  you?”  He  not  only  asks  the 
question,  he  answers  it  in  a  very 
pointed  manner.  James  blames  our 
unholy  desires,  our  selfishness,  our 
greed  and  covetousness  for  the  con¬ 
flicts  that  at  times  take  place  be¬ 
tween  people  in  the  church. 

The  writer  not  only  puts  his 
finger  on  the  source  of  our  personal 
conflicts  in  the  church,  he  names 
also  the  basic  source  for  interna¬ 
tional  wars,  hot  and  cold.  Inter¬ 
national  agreements,  on  which  an 
uneasy  peace  depends,  are  generally 


based  on  national  expediency  which 
is  a  mild  word  for  national  selfish¬ 
ness.  ^ 

Whether  these  diffrculties  be  per¬ 
sonal  or  international,  individuals 
are  to  blame.  It  may  be  a  desire  to 
have  an  undue  advantage  over 
another  individual,  a  group  or  a 
nation,  but  behind  that  desire  is  an 
individual  or  a  group  of  individuals. 
The  principle  is  the  same  whether 
it  be  a  Mussolini,  a  Hitler,  a  Stalin 
or  an  ambitious  individual  in  a 
small  group.  For  our  conflicts  we 
sometimes  blame  the  stars,  an  ill 
providence,  bad  duck  or  some  other 
intangible  force.  James  places  the 
blame  on  individuals,  where  it  prop¬ 
erly  belongs. 

The  Tongue  A  Power  For 
Good  or  Evil 

James  seemed  to  feel  that  care¬ 
less,  irresponsible,  vicious  talk  was 
the  underlying  reason  for  the 
troubles  besetting  the  churches  and 
destroying  the  harmony  and  good 
fellowship  that  should  prevail.  In 
a  figurative  language,  he  all  but 
personifies  the  tongue  as  if  it  were, 
in  itself,  a  responsible  being. 

The  writer  gives  us  three  illustra¬ 
tions  to  picture  the  power  the 
tongue  has  for  good  or  bad.  (1)  It 
is  like  a  small  bit  in  the  mouth  of  a 
strong  horse  that  may  guide  it  along 
peaceful  roads  or  may  drive  it  into 
the  most  deadly  conflicts  in  battle. 

(2)  The  tongue  is  like  the  small 
rudder  of  a  great  ship  which,  if 
properly  used,  may  help  the  ship  to 
ride  out  the  wildest  storm  or,  mis¬ 
used,  may  wreck  it  even  in  calm 
weather.  (3)  The  tongue  is  like  a 
small  spark  which  may  light  a  fire 
to  warm  a  home  or,  wrecklessly 
used,  may  start  a  fire  that  finally 
rages  out  of  control,  destroying 
property  and  lives.  May  we  add 
that,  insignificant  in  size  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  body,^  the  tongue  may 
be  like  a  bomb  in  the  hands  of  a 
mad  man  that  may  cause  needless, 
wanton  destruction  or  it  may  be  like 
a  musical  instrument  in  the  hand  of 
a  skilled  musician  that  soothes  and 
inspires  a  multitude. 

The  writer,  in  James  3:6-10,  gives 
us  a  vivid  description  of  the  varied 
ways  a  tongue  may  be  used  hurt- 
fully.  He  says,  “The  tongue  is  a 
fire,  a  world  of  iniquity  ...  it  de- 
fileth  the  whole  body  and  setteth  on 
fire  the  course  of  nature;  and  is  set 
on  fire  of  hell.  .  .  The  tongue  can 
no  man  tame;  it  is  an  unruly  evil, 
full  of  deadly  poison.  Therewith 
bless  we  God  .  .  .  and  therewith 
curse  we  man.  .  .  Out  of  the  same 
mouth  proceedeth  blessings  and 
cursing.  My  brethren  these  things 
ought  not  to  be.” 

One  of  the  most  damning,  irre¬ 
sponsible  uses  to  which  the  tongue 
is  put  is  careless,  idle  gossip.  When 
we  know  something  or  think  we 
know  something  bad  about  a  person 
there  is  often  an  urge,  and  for  some 


an  almost  uncontrollable  impulse, 
to  tell  others  about  it.  Sometimes 
we  leave  urgent  work  undone  and 
start  out  to  “tell  it.”  Our  first  ques¬ 
tion  is,  “Have  you  heard  it?”  We 
are  delighted  if  the  news  has  not 
reached  our  prospect.  We  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  spill  a  tale  of  scandal  and 
slander  that  should  never  be  prom¬ 
iscuously  repeated,  even  if  true,  and 
possibly  we  have  not  taken  the  time 
or  had  the  concern  to  verify  our 
story.  When  the  tale  is  told  we 
say,  “Don’t  tell  anybody.  I  wouldn’t 
have  you  repeat  it  for  the  world.” 
The  real  reason  we  do  not  want  our 
listener  to  “tell  it”  is  that  we  want 
to  tell  it  and  we  want  it  to  be  news 
when  we  do.  To  so  use  a  God-given 
power  is  to  grievously  sin  against 
both  God  and  man. 

The  Tongue  Is  Not  The  Real 
Culprit 

While  James  talks  of  the  tongue, 
almost  as  if  it  were  a  person,  we 
know  that  the  tongue  is  a  mere 
piece  of  flesh  with  no  power  in  it¬ 
self  to  sin  or  even  to  move  except 
as  directed  by  our  minds.  Our 
tongue  is  simply  an  instrument  or 
agent  with  which  we  give  expres¬ 
sion  to  thoughts  and  impulses  of'the 
mind.  To  actually  blame  the  tongue 
for  any  evil  that  may  result  from 
its  use  is  like  blaming  our  fist  be¬ 
cause  we  hit  some  one  with  it  or 
blaming  a  gun  because  we  shot 
some  one  with  it. 

Proverbs  23:7  says,  “As  he  think- 
eth  in  his  heart  so  is  he.”  Our  mind 
and  heart,  not  our  tongue,  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  what  we  say.  Matt.  12: 
34  states  that,  “Out  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  speak - 
eth.”  We  talk  of  controlling  our 
tongue;  what  we  really  mean  is  the 
control  of  ourselves,  our  minds.  So 
long  as  anyone  has  control  of  him¬ 
self,  he  never  loses  control  of  his 
tongue. 

Unanswered  Prayer 

James  gives  us  two  definite  rea¬ 
sons  for  unanswered  prayer.  One 
reason  is  found  in  chapter  4,  verse 
3.  He  says,  “You  ask  and  do  not  re¬ 
ceive,  because  you  ask  wrongly,  to 
spend  it  on  your  passions”  a  selfish 
prayer.  We  know,  of  course,  that 
the  most  unselfish  life  earth  knows 
about  is  the  life  Jesus  lived  among 
men.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  incon¬ 
sistent  and  almost  ridiculous  it 
would  be  to  pray  a  selfish  prayer 
to  God  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  the 
most  unselfish  Man  of  all.  We  may 
be  assured  that  selfish  prayers  are 
valueless  in  the  sight  of  God.  We 
should  know  also  that  the  motives 
behind  the  prayers  we  pray,  selfish 
or  otherwise,  are  as  plain  to  God 
as  an  open  book.  In  James  1:6  we 
have  another  reason  for  unanswered 
prayer.  We  are  told  to  “Ask  in 
faith  nothing  wavering.  For  he  that 
wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  sea 
driven  with  the  wind  and  tossed. 
For  let  not  that  man  think  that  he 
shall  receive  anything  from  the 
Lord.”  One  essential  condition  to 
answered  prayer  is  faith.  A  waver¬ 
ing  faith  is  equivalent  to  no  faith 
at  all. 

James  Outlines  Remedy  For  Our 
Troubles 

It  is  not  easy  to  understand  some 
writers  of  the  New  Testament.  How¬ 
ever,  James  outlines  so  plainly  the 
course  we  should  follow  in  Chris¬ 
tian  living  that  a  child  can  under¬ 
stand  what  he  is  saying.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  what  he  says  in  verses  7 
to  11  of  chapter  4: 

(1)  “Submit  yourselves,  there-  ■ 
fore  to  God.”  James  is  saying  that 
there  should  be  a  wholehearted,  un¬ 
reserved  dedication  of  our  lives  to 
God  that  will  bring  life  into  accord 


with  God’s  plan  for  our  lives  every¬ 
where  and  at  every  point  that  we 
have  been  out  of  harmony  with 
what  we  believe  to  be  God’s  will. 
This  is  necessary  for  youths  as  well 
as  adults. 

(2)  “Resist  the  devil.”  We  mod¬ 
erns  have  become  quite  uncertain 
about  the  existence  of  a  devil.  The 
writers  of  the  New  Testament  did 
not  have  such  misgivings  at  this 
point.  The  word  devil  or  devils  ap¬ 
pears  more  than  a  hundred  times  in 
their  writings.  They  had  a  lot  to 
say  about  something  that  does  not 
even  exist,  if  there  be  no  devil. 

Whatever  we  believe  about  the 
cause  of  evil  in  the  world,  we  do 
know  that  evil  exists.  We  are  all 
conscious  of  the  terrific  struggle 
that  goes  on  in  our  own  souls  be¬ 
tween  good  and  qvil  impulses.  Never 
a  day  passes  but  that  we  are  con¬ 
scious  of  this  battle.  Call  that  evil 
by  whatever  name  we  choose,  it  is 
still  here.  James  tells  us,  and  per¬ 
sonal  experience  confirms  h  i  s 
words,  that  if  we  resist  evil — devil 
or  whatnot — that  the  impulse  to  do 
evil  passes  and  we  have  a  sense  of 
victory. 

(3)  “Draw  near  to  God.”  The 
further  we  get  from  evil  the  closer 
we  come  to  God.  The  closer  we 
come  to  God  the  less  likely  tempta¬ 
tions  to  evil  are  to  reach  us  ef¬ 
fectively.  This  is  true,  we  believe, 
because  “Drawing  near  to  God” 
means  primarily  that  we  are  com¬ 
ing  closer  to  what  we  believe  is 
God’s  will  for  our  lives.  If  we  are 
in  accord  with  that  will,  we  are 
near  to  God. 

(4)  “Cleanse  your  hands.”  Al¬ 
though  writing  to  the  church,  James 
says,  “Cleanse  your  hands,  ye  sin¬ 
ners."  Hands,  as  used  here,  is  a 
symbol  for  life  and  its  activities. 
Life  must  be  clean  and  activities, 
plainly  evident  to  others,  must  be 
righteous,  if  we  are  to  be  effectively 
religious. 

(5)  “Purify  your  hearts.”  James 
is  here  exhorting  his  readers  to 
purify  the  motives  and  purposes  of 
their  inner  lives  in  order  that  the 
streams  of  life  flowing  from  such 
depths  may  be  clean.  It  was  Jesus 
who  said,  “A  good  man  out  of  the 
good  treasure  of  the  heart  bringeth 
forth  good  things.” 

(6)  “Be  afflicted  and  mourn  and 
weep.”  It  has  been  quite  a  time 
since  the  writer  has  seen  anyone 
sorry  enough  for  the  sins  of  his  life 
to  “mourn  and  weep.”  We  have 
seen  people  weep  because  some  sin 
against  society  has  been  found  out 
and  they  face  punishment.  A  “godly 
sorrow”  for  sin  against  God,  so 
moving  as  to  produce  tears,  is  sel¬ 
dom  in  evidence  now.  Has  sin 
changed  so  much  or  is  it  simply  our 
watered  down  view  of  sin  that  has 
changed? 

(7)  “Humble  yourselves.”  N  o 
proud  sinner  has  ever  had  his  sins 
forgiven  because,  in  his  pride,  he 
will  not  ask  forgiveness.  It  is  true 
also  that  so  long  as  his  pride  pre¬ 
vails,  he  is  in  no  position  to  be  for¬ 
given. 

(8)  “Speak  no  evil  against  one 
another.”  Speaking  evil  of  another 
is  simply  outward  evidence  of  the 
evil  within  our  hearts  which  leads 
us  to  act  as  judges  of  others.  We 
are  very  presumptuous  to  think  that 
we  are  in  a  position  to  judge  any¬ 
one  but  ourselves.  Only  one  with  an 
unjustifiable  self-confidence  would 
feel  capable  of  passing  judgment 
on  others  since  he  has  no  way  of 
knowing  what  goes  on  in  the  inner 
lives  of  his  fellows.  We  should 
keep  in  mind  the  words  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter,  “Blessed  are  the  merciful:  for 
they  shall  obtain  mercy.” 
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At  left  Dr  Henry  Johnson,  dean  of  Scarritt  College  and  instructor  at 
the  Louisiana  Pastors’  School,  talks  to  the  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire,  between 
classes.  The  Rev.  Mr.  McGuire ,  Shreveport,  is  chairman  of  the  Pastors 

School’s  Board  of  Managers.  T  .  .  „  ,  , 

Dr.  Floyd  Feeley,  Jr  ~  one  of  the  instructors  at  the  Louisiana  Pastors 
la-ft  o'Y'ni nirtt  n  n niv.t.  of  his  lecture  to  the  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich , 


WORLD  METHODIST 
CONFERENCE  IN 
SESSION 

The  ninth  conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odists  of  the  world  is  in  session  this 
week  at  Lake^unauska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Sponsored  by  40  Methodist 
bodies  comprising  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council,  the  Conference  has 
in  attendance  more  than  1300  dele¬ 
gates  and  official  visitors  from  70 
countries  in  which  40  Methodist 
bodies  representing  18,135,510  Meth¬ 
odists  and  a  constituency  of  39  V2 
million  people  are  at  work.  The 
meeting  which  began  Saturday, 
September  1,  will  continue  through 
September  12.  Formerly  known  as 
the  Methodist  Ecumenical  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  world  meeting  is  held 
once  every  five  years.  The  last  con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Oxford,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1951. 

Pre-conference  meetings  included 
the  meeting  of  the  directing  body 
of  the  conference,  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council,  and  the  World  Feder¬ 
ation  bf  Methodist  Women.  Action 
at  the  pre-conference  meeting  of 
the  Council  included  the  adoption  of 
a  constitution  under  which  the 
Council  will  operate;  the  appropri¬ 
ation  of  $35,000  to  be  used  for  the 
restoration  and  operation  of  As- 
bury’s  home  in  England  as  a  Meth¬ 
odist  shrine,  as  well  as  the  rectory 
at  Epworth,  England,  home  of  the 
Wesleys  during  John  Wesley’s  boy¬ 
hood;  and  the  receiving  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  as  an  affiliate  body  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  with  rep¬ 
resentation  on  the  Council.  The 
Methodist  World  Council  is  the  con¬ 
tinuing  body  representing  Meth¬ 
odism’s  concern  for  oneness  in  the 
Methodist  movement.  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin  and  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Wal¬ 
ton,  Little  Rock,  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  .Church’s  50  member 
delegation  on  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

The  Conference  is  holding  its  ses¬ 
sions  in  the  2,000  capacity  George 
B.  Stuart  Auditorium.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  theme  ‘‘Methodism  In  A  Con¬ 
temporary  World”  is  being  devel¬ 
oped  in  four  major  areas:  Affirma¬ 
tions;  Christian  Responsibility  In  a 
Divided  World;  Christian  Responsi¬ 
bility  In  a  Divided  Church;  and 
Distinctive  Methodist  Contributions. 
Among  topios  of  lectures  and  dis¬ 
cussions  are;  Authority  of  The 
Bible,  Sufficiency  of  the.  Gospel, 
Christians  and  the  Modern  State, 
Dace  Relations,  Nuclear  Knowledge 
and  Christian  Responsibility,  Prob- 
lems  of  Church  Union,  Church  and 
Family  Life,  World  Missionary 
Strategy,  Ecumenical  Theology, 
Methodism  and  the  Protestant 
World,  and  Methodist  Hymnology. 

The  Conference  is  not  legislative 
^ith  its  actions  binding  on  the  40 
Methodist  member  groups.  However, 
addresses  and  final  statement 
which  will  be  adopted  at  the  Ple¬ 
nary  Session  at  the  closing  session 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Institutions  Week 
Announced 

The  theme  for  Institutions 
Week  in  1956,  “Juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  can  be  changed  to  juve¬ 
nile  decency,”  was  announced  by 
Dr.  Edward  D.  Grant,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Institutions. 

“The  clergy  of  Louisiana,”  Dr. 
Grant  said,  “will  play  an  increas¬ 
ingly  important  role  in  the  state’s 
fight  against  juvenile  delinquency 
which  has  become  one  of  the 
state’s  most  important  social  pro¬ 
blems.  We  hope  the  churches  of 
the  state  will  join  with  us  again 
in  making  Institutiops  Week  a 
special  time  when  thought  will  be 
given  to  the  less  fortunate  boys 
and  girls  in  correctional  schools.” 

Last  year,  almost  1,000  clergy¬ 
men  and  guests  visited  the  State 
Penitentiary  at  Angola  on  the  first 
day  of  Institutions  Week.  On  In¬ 
stitutions  Sunday,  special  services 
were  held  at  many  churches. 

.  Present  plans  for  Institutions 
Week  call  for  programs  at  ,Louis- 
iana  Training  Institute  in  Monroe, 
the  Industrial  School  for  Girls  at 
Pineville,  and  the  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary  at  Angola.  A  special  program 
will  be  held  at  the  Industrial 
School  for  Colored  Youths  in 
Scotlandville. 

Posters  and  leaflets  for  special 
Institutions  Sunday  services  will 
be  available  to  all  clergymen  by 
writing  to  the  Department  of  In¬ 
stitutions  in  Baton  Rouge. 

It  is  expected  that  Institutions 
Week  will  be  proclaimed  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Earl  K.  Long  for  November 
16  to  December  2.  I 


EACtt  FAMILY  TO 
RECEIVE  “TOGETHER” 
MAGAZINE 

At  the  August  meeting  of  the 
Official  Board  of  the  North 
Highland  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  the  Board  voted 
unanimously  to  subscribe  to  the 
Family  Plan  to  send  the  Meth¬ 
odist  magazine,  Together,  to 
every  family  in  the  church. 

According  to  one  of  the 
church  leaders,  “Despite  the 
fact  of  the  heavy  debt  this 
church  is  cafrying  and  the 
large  program  it  has  in  its  bud¬ 
get  for  this  new  Conference 
year,  the  Board  felt  it  was  a 
most  important  project  that 
their  people  have  this  new  mag¬ 
azine  in  each  home.  The  124 
families  in  the  North  Highland 
Methodist  Church  receiving  the 
a  message  of  Christian  Life  in  a 
modern  way  will  be  inspired, 
informed  and  entertained.  The 
Board  felt  the  total  program 
of  the  church  would  be  streng¬ 
thened.” 

Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  is  the 
North  Highland  pastor. 


Lake  Charles,  dean  of  the  school. 

I 

Stewardship 
Promotion  Office 
On  Centenary 
Campus  ^ 

The  Rev.  Karl  B.  Tooke,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June  as  director  of  stew¬ 
ardship  promotion,  has  opened  an 
office,  in  the  Religious  Center  on 
the  Centenary  College  campus. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tooke  formerly 
maintained  offices  in  Alexandria. 
The  Shreveport  office,  to  be  locat¬ 
ed  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Relig¬ 
ious  Center,  will  be  operated  on 
a  full-time  basis.  The  office  was 
moved  from  Alexandria  to  Shreve¬ 
port  primarily  to  enable  Mr.  Tooke 
to  be  nearer  the  offices  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education,  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Science  ■  Building  at 
Centenary. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tooke  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Centenary  College  and 
earned  his  BD  degree  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex. 
He  served  at  various  churches  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  primari¬ 
ly  7  in  the  New  Orleans,  district, 
and  then  for  six  years  was  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  district  of  the  Conference. 

From  his  office,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
v  Tooke  will  assist  churches  through¬ 
out  the  Conference  in  planning 
financial  programs,  conducting 
fund  drives,  planning  budgets  and 
promoting  the  total  church  pro¬ 
gram. 


Some  90  ministers  and  ministers’ 
wives  registered  for  the  annual 
Methodist  Pastors’  Refresher 
School  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
at  Centenary  College,  Aug.  27-31. 

Dr.  Everett  W.  Palmer,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Glen¬ 
dale,  Calif.,  was  platform  speaker; 
and  instructors  included  Dr.  Floyd 
Feely,  Jr.,  Emory  University  pro¬ 
fessor,  and  Dr.  Henry  Johnson,  dean 
of  Scarritt  College. 

Dr.  Palmer,  who  recently  made 
an  airforce  sponsored  tour  of  the 
far  east  and  was  leader  of  this  sum¬ 
mer’s  Methodist  European  Seminar, 
told  the  ministers  there  is  hope  for 
all  the  world  because  of  Christian¬ 
ity. 

“Though  Europe  which  is  re¬ 
covering  from  the  plight  of  war 
still  faces  the  possibility  of  doom, 
the  rise  of  Christianity  and  the  in¬ 
creased  interest  of  the  European 
churches  in  social  conscience,  prove 
there  is  fire  in  the  ashes,”  he  said. 

He  urged  the  ministers  not  to 
overlook  the  ways  in  which  we  can 
help  recovering  Europe.  “We  can 
give  financial  hid  and  pray  for  the 
people  who  have  undergone  inde¬ 
scribable  misery,”  he  said. 

“God  is  everywhere,”  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  minister  told  the  group  at 
one  of  the  platform  hours  he  con¬ 
ducted  each  evening,  “and  that  in¬ 
cludes  the  countries  behind  the  iron 
curtain  and  Red  China.” 

“In  China  for  example,”  he  said, 
“the  Communists  are  bewildered  by 
the  continued  growth  of  the  church¬ 
es  they  persecute.  But  because  God 
is  there,”  tjie  speaker  said,  “justice, 
freedom,  and  peace  have  a  voice 
that  no  censorship  can  silence,  no 
walls  can  shut  out.” 

At  the  morning  platform  hours, 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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Bishops  To  Plan  % 
Local  Church 
Emphasis 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Every  local 
Methodist  church  in  the  country, 
totaling  nearly  40,000  will  take 
stock  of  itself  this  fall  as  the  first 
step  in  a  four-year  program  aimed 
at  lifting  the  extent  and  quality  of 
all  its  services,  and  meeting  its  full 
responsibility  in  all  areas  of  Chris¬ 
tian  living. 

The  local  church  emphasis,  auth¬ 
orized  by  the  denomination’s  1956 
General  Conference,  also  will  •  ex¬ 
tend  to  overseas  churches.  The  pro¬ 
gram  wil  be  directed  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Council  of  Bishops. 

“What  the  Methodist  Church  as 
a  whole  accomplishes  in  this  special 
four-year  effort  depends  upon  the 
sum  total  of  the  results  achieved 
in  each  local  church,  regardless  of 
its  size,”  said  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short, 
Nashville,  secretary  of  the  council. 

He  said  self-study  guides  have 
been  prepared  for  each  church  “to 
take  the  measure  of  itself.  The  self- 
analysis  will  be  supervised  by  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  at  quarterly 
conferences  or  called  meetings  of 
congregations. 

The  guide  is  in  the  form  of  a 
four  -  page  questionnaire  seeking 
facts  on  spiritual  and  numerical 
growth,  attendance,  ^-participation, 
evangelism,  education,  social  ser¬ 
vice,  support  of  missions,  and  finan¬ 
cial  giving. 

“Every  church  will  be  requested 
to  use  the  findings  of  its  self-study 
to  set  annual  goals  of  improvement,” 
Bishop  Short  said. 

The  nation’s  largest  Protestant 
body  with  approximately  10  million 
members,  the  Methodist  Church  has 
registered  a  net  gain  of  more  than 
1,820,000  members  since  1939,  and 
has  founded  1,200  new  churches  in 
the  last  four  years. 

“However,  pride  of  achievement 
must  not  blind  us  to  our  shortcom¬ 
ings,”  the  General  Conference  warn¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  adopting  the  quad¬ 
rennial  program. 

“Too  many  of  our  local  churches 
now  function  imperfectly,”  the  pro¬ 
gram  states. 

“The  uncomfortable  fact  must  also 
be  faced  that  many  of  our  local 
churches  have  dropped  into  a  ‘stat¬ 
us  quo’  condition  or  are  actually 
losing  ground  year  after  year,  while 
those  whose  records  are  most  ex¬ 
cellent  are  quick  to  confess  that 
they  are  still  falling  short  of  tneir 
full  potential  .  .  .” 

Following  the  nation-wide  stock¬ 
taking,  Bishop  Short  said  the  pas-, 
tor  of  every  church  will  be  expect¬ 
ed  o  organize  his  membership  for 
intensive  study  and  action  in  these 
five  general  areas:  evangelism, 
Christian  education,  missions,  stew¬ 
ardship  and  finance,  and  social  con¬ 
cerns. 

A  kit  of  five  “how  to”  booklets, 
prepared  in  cooperation  with  Metho- 
'  dist  general  boards  and  agencies, 
will  be  offered  each  church  as  re¬ 
source  guides  in  launching  its  im¬ 
provement  campaign. 

Bishop  Short  said  other  aspects 
of  the  local  church  emphasis  will 
be  announced  following  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  in  December  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

He  has  been  named  by  the  coun¬ 
cil  as  chairman  of  the  bishops’  com¬ 
mittee  to  expedite  the  churchwide 
program.  Other  members  are  Bis¬ 
hops  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock, 
Ark.;  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.;  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
Raymond  Grant,  Portland,  Oreg., 
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Board  Of  Hospitals  And  Homes  Names 
New  General  Secretary 


Olin  E.  Oeschger  of  Evanston,  Ill., 
was  named  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  I^ospitals  and-  Homes  of 
The  Methodist  Church  at  its  organ¬ 
ization  meeting  in  Chicago  Aug.  25. 
He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Dr.  Karl  P. 
Meister,  who  is  retiring  after  12 
years  as  executive  secretary. 

Mr.  Oeschger  has  served  on  the 
board  staff  as  administrative  asso¬ 
ciate  and  personnel  director  since 
1945.  He  was  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  18-member  board  to  succeed 
Dr.  Meister. 

Prior  to  joining  the  board  staff, 
Mr.  Oeschger  was  connected  with 
the  University  of  Michigan  Hospital, 
Ann  Arbor.  He  is  a  native  of  Michi¬ 
gan. 

Among  his  many  connections  in 
the  professional  field  are  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  American  Hospital 
Association,  his  service  as  secretary 
of  Christian  Social  Welfare  Associ¬ 
ates  and  membership  on  the  ^pro¬ 
gram  committee  for  the  National 
Conference  of  Social  Work. 

Actively  interested  in  personnel 
work  and  vocational  guidance,  Mr. 
,  Oeschger  has  been  recording  secre¬ 
tary  and  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Methodist  Inter- 
Board  Committee  on  Christian  Vo¬ 
cations  and  the  personnel  committee 


OLIN  E.  OESCHGER 


of  the  National  Social  Welfare 
Assembly.  He  has  also  served  on 
the  Rock  River  Vocation^  Confer¬ 
ence. 

An  active  layman  m  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Mr.  Oeschger  was  su¬ 
perintendent1  of  the  church  school 
in  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  now  identified 


Radio-Television 
Workshop  Oct.  9-1 1 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  The  Methodist 
Church’s  first  national  radio-tele¬ 
vision  workshop  for  more  than  100 
regional  representatives  will  be  held' 
here  Oct.  9-11. 

Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer,  general 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s 
Television,  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission,  which  has  its  headquarters 
here  (1525  McGavoCk  St.),  said  that 
120  Methodist  leaders  who  have  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  religious  radio-tele- 
vision  activities  in  their  states  have 
been  invited  to  the  workshop. 

All  are  chairmen  of  similar  com¬ 
missions  in  annual  conferences  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  he  said. 

“The  rapid  strides  the  churdh  is 
taking  in  the  use  of  mass  communi¬ 
cations  create  an  urgent  need  for 
a  consultation  to  share  experiences 
and  develop  plans  to  make  the  most 
effective  use  of  radio  and  television 
at  the  %  local,  regional  and  national 
levels,”  Dr.  Spencer  said. 

He  said  the  meeting  also  stems 
from"  action  of  the  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Conference  which 
stipulated  that  every  annual  con¬ 
ference  organize  a  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Commission. 

Churchmen  and  key  representa-', 
tives  of  the  radio-television  in¬ 
dustry  will  take  part  in  the  work¬ 
shop  as  speakers  and  resource 
leaders. 

Proup  sessions  will  feature  the 
use  of  audio-visuals  in  Christian 
education,  radio-television  training, 
utilization  and  resources,  $nd  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  Methodist  Church’s 
nation-wide  “television  ministry,” 
a  four-year  project. 

and  Charles  W.  Brashares,  Chicago. 

The  local  church  emphasis  is  one 
of  two  major  movements  ordered 
by  the  General  Conference  for  the 
1956-60  period.  The  other  emphasis 
is  on  Christian  Higher  Education, 
designed  to  strengthen  and  expand 
116  Methodist-related  universities, 
colleges  and  seminaries. 


Merger  Of  Student 


The  National  Methodist  Student 
Commission  has  voted  to  consider 
merging  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  with  other  campus  re¬ 
ligious  groups.  This  decision  came  at 
the  National  Conference .  of  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  which  was  held  in  Bre¬ 
vard,  N.  C.,  Aug.  18-24. 

Negotiations  will  be  with  the  Dis¬ 
ciple  Student  Fellowship,  the  West¬ 
minister  Student  fellowship  and 
the  United  Student  Fellowship.  As 
was  pointed  out,  it  would  be  several 
years  before  the  MSM  enters  the 
final  merger  and  then  only  if  it 
is  still  the  desire  of  the  group. 

In  other  action  the  NCMY  took 
stands  on  spch  issues  as  militarism, 
immigration,  economic  and  civil 
liberties,  race  relations  and  labor- 
management  relations. 

The  delegates  recommended  that 
the  United  States  government  es¬ 
tablish  a  trend  toward  reducing  ap¬ 
propriations  for  military  purposes 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  that  more 
emphasis  be  placed  on  appropriating 
larger  amounts  for  the  economic  aid 
and  technical  assistance  program. 

They  declared  that  it  is  “the.  ob¬ 
ligation  of  every  Christian  to  op¬ 
pose  the  way  of  war  and  identify 
himself  with  those  forces,  national 
and  international,  which  truly  seek 
peace/’ 

The  conference  also  considered 
immigration  laws  and  urged  that 
they  be  changed  in  keeping  with  the 
U.S.  Constitution  so  that  the  person¬ 
al  and  civil  fights  of  naturalized 
citizens  would  be  equal  to  those  of 
natural  born  citizens,  and  that  the 
personal  rights  of  legal  immigrants 
be  guaranteed. 

Delegates  expressed  opposition  to 
the  “natural  origins”  quotas  which 
they  said  restrict  the  immigration  of 
orientals,  negroes  and  citizens  Qf 
the  Eastern  European  countries  and 
which  favor  Anglo-Saxon  countries. 

It  was  agreed  that  libraries 
should  be  allowed  to  keep  books 
concerning  Communism  and  other 


with  many  activities  in  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Evanston. 

He  is  a  member  of  Pi  Kappa  Del¬ 
ta,  national  honorary  forensic  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  has  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lions  International.  He  is 
a  member  and  former  treasurer  of 
the,  Association  of  Church  Social 
Workers.  He  has  also  served  on  the 
Family  Life  Committee  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Marie 
Finkbeiner  of  Ann  Arbor.  The 
Oeschgers  have  one  daughter,  Mar¬ 
lene,  who  is  a  sophomore  in  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University. 

As  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  Mr.  Qesch- 
ger  will  be  responsible  for  admin¬ 
istering  the  work  of  this  coordinat¬ 
ing  and  standardizing  agency  for 
204  affiliated  hospitals  and  homes 
located  in  39  states.  More  than  a 
million  persons  are  served  each  year 
by  27,000  fulltime  personnel  and  an 
additional  11,000  doctors,  interns 
and  residents.  These  institutions 
represent  material  assets  of  more 
than  $300,000,000  and  provide  more 
than  $10,000,000  free  service  annual¬ 
ly- 

The  institutions  affiliated  with 
the  board  include  72  hospitals,  77 
homes  for  older  persons,  48  child 
care  agencies  and  7  homes  for  youth 
and  deaconesses.  Total  capacity  ex¬ 
ceeds  29,000. 


Groups  Considered 

controversial  ideologies,  and  that 
teachers  should  be  permitted  to  pre¬ 
sent  these  ideologies  directly  and 
factually.  This,  it  was  said,  was  in 
keeping  with  the  causes  of  civil  lib¬ 
erty,  and  is  an  educative  process. 

^  The  conference  encouraged  Meth¬ 
odist  educational  institutions  and 
hospitals  to  accept  students  and  pa¬ 
tients  without  regard  to  race,  creed 
or  color.  It  also  advocated  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  discrimination  in  student 
housing  and  employment  on  college 
campuses. 

In  a  discussion  of  labor-manage¬ 
ment  relations,  the  group  said  that 
the  “case  for  labor  organizations 
should  be  heard  in  every  section 
of  the  country  and  that  the  working 
man  should  be  free  to  accept  or 
reject  unionization  according  to  the 
recognized  democratic  processes.” 

Elections  were  held  and  13  were 
named  to  different  offices  in  the 
student  and  youth  groups^ 

Larry  Pleimann,  Lake  Charles, 
La.,  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Methodist  Student  Commission.  He 
succeeded  Ben  Conley,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

The  new  members  of'the  Nation- 
■  al  Methodist  Student  Commission 
Council  are:  Elneta  Cooper,  Alex¬ 
andria,  La.;  Millie  Vaughn,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.;  John  Jordan,  Sycamore, 
Ill.,  and  Jim  Allen,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Those  named  to  the  United  Stu¬ 
dent  Christian  Council  include:  Al¬ 
lan  Burry,  Belle  Glade, 'Fla.;  Rich¬ 
ard  Faris,  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Ben 
Conley. 

Three  were  elected  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
Commissiorr,  They  are:  Donald 
Ford,  Washington,  D.C.;  Gene  Da¬ 
venport,  Sylacauga,  Ala.,  and  Ruth 
Rae  Mountz,  Salem,  Ore. 

Jim  Waits,  Hattiesburg,  Miss-, 
and  Wilson  Yates,  Matthews,  Mo-, 
were  chosen  as  United  Christian 
Youth"  Movement  representatives. 
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A  County-Wide  Observance  of 

Youth  Activities  Week 

By  Emogene  Dunlap 

IT  was  a  new  experience  for  Methodist  Youth  and  their  friends  in  Hot 
Spring  County,  Arkansas,  when  they  observed  their  annual  Youth 
Activities  Week,  July  29  through  August  3.  Under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Hot  Spring  County  Methodist  Group  Ministry,  the  youth  of  seven 
churches*  united  in  an  effort  to  give  every  member  of  each  fellowship 
group  an  experience  comparable  to  that  of  attending  a  conference  assembly 

or  camp.  ,  ,  •  ,.  ,  . 

For  months  the  county  youi,h  committee  had  been  meeting,  making 
plans,  securing  leadership  and  assigning  duties  to  various  youth  in  the 
several  churches  in  order  that  the  week  of  special  activities  might  run 
smoothly.  David  McCray  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Malvern,  served  as 
youth  chairman  and  Miss  Emogene  Dunlap,  Director  of  Christian  Education 
in  the  same  church,  acted  as  director  for  the  week. 

Throughout  Youth  Activities  Week  and  the  week  preceding,  various 
young  people  of  the  participating  churches  had  charge  of  the  radio  devo¬ 
tions  each  morning  which  are  ordinarily  taken  care  of  by  the  ministerial 
members  of  the  Group  Ministry  Plan.  Rev.  Rufus  F.  Sorrells,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  Malvern,  served  as  advisor  to  the  committee  on 

radio  devotions.  _ 

The  plan  for  the  week  was  that  each  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
participating  would  carry  on  its  own  program  of  activities  each  morning  of 
the  week,  and  then  come  together  with  all  groups  at  the  largest  church 

for  the  evening  sessions.  . 

During  the  mornings,  activities  at  the  various  churches  consisted  of  ti 
youth  conducted  meditation-prayer  service,  followed  by  breakfast  and 
kitchen  clean-up.  It  was  then  that  each  MYF  began  working  on  the  project 
or  projects  which  had  been  planned  for  that  week.  One  of  the  rural  charges, 
Rockport-Butterfield,  with  the  help  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Beasley  and 
Rev.' James  Major,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Town  and  Country  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference,  worked  on  a  visitation  evangelism 
project.  At  the  Magnet  Cove  Methodist  Church,  MYFers  painted  .some 
rooms  at  the  church  and  at  Shorewood  Hills,  some  much  needed  work  was 
done  at  the  parsonage.  In  these  two  projects,  the  youth  were  assisted  by 
their  pastor.  Rev.  Howard  Cox,  and  Rev.  John  Hassler,  Conference  Directoi 
of  Youth  Work  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference.  Under  fhe  leadership  of 
Rev.  J.  C.  Van  Horn  and  Miss  Dorothy  Kelly,  Rural  Worker  -’of  the  Hope 
District,  the  Keith  Memorial  MYF  painted  some  furniture  in  the  children’s 
division  and  built  some  equipment  games.  The  need  for  a  playground  was 
greatest  at  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church,  so  in  their  project,  the  group 
cleared  and  set  up  a  playground,  assisted  by  Rev.  Harold  K.  Davis,  the 
pastor,  and  Rev.  John  P.  Miles,  pastor  of  the  Wilmot  Methodist  Church. 
The  MYFers  at  First  Church,  Malvern,  worked  in  several  different  groups 
building  large  toys  and  equipment  for  the  Children’s  Division.  Such 
projects  included  large  doll  beds  for  the  Nursery,  a  toy  train  for  the 
Kindergarten,  mobiles  for  the  Nursery,  building  blocks  and  Lincoln  logs 
for  the  Kindergarten  and  painting  one  room  in  the  Kindergarten  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  afternoons  were  spent  in  committee  work  and  visitation  prior  to 
gathering  at  the  city  swimming  pool  for  a  swim.  Each  evening  of  the  week 
the  combined  youth  groups,  gathered  in  the  followship  hall  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  where  they  were  served  a  snack  supper  and  enjoyed  a 
period  of  fellowship  singing  around  the  tables.  Miss  Polly  Lassiter,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  Education  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Arkadelphia,  led 
the  singing  each  evening.  Immediately  after  supper,  there  were  twelve 
classes  for  the  group  to  attend — seven  for  seniors  and  older  youth,  four 
for  intermediates  and  one  for  parents  and  adult  workers  with  youth. 

,  As  Soon  as  classes  were  dismissed,  the  group  .assembled  for  the  Evening 
Program  which  centered  around  the  program  emphases  for  1956-57,  and 
after  that  they  joined  in  a  period  of  recreation  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  John  Hassler. 

The  climax  each  evening  came  when  the  group  made  its  way  to  the 
sanctuary  of  the  church  and  joined  in  a  period  of  inspiration  and  worship 


Top  left:  MYFers  at  work  on  toy  train  for  Kindergarten  De¬ 
partment. 

Top  right:  Another  youth  project — doll  beds  for  the  Nursery 
Department. 


as  Rev.  John  Miles  in  a  vely  significant  way,  tied  together  the  activities 
of  the  day  and  lifted  the  entire  plane  of  every-day  living  to  the  highest 
level  as  seen  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus.  Approximately  two  hundred 
youth  participated  in  these  activities  during  the  week. 

The  most  significant  results  of  this  week  of  activities  are  seen  in  the 
renewed  fellowship  which  now  exists  between  the  larger  and  smaller 
church  groups,  and  the  fact  that  out  of  this  fellowship  has  come  the  recom¬ 
mendation  to  form  a  permanent  youth  committee  as  a  part  of  the  County 
Group  Ministry  Plan.  The  group  voted  also  to  investigate  immediately  the 
possibilities  of  bringing  a  European  Refugee  Family  to  this  area. 


*  Participating  churches  were  the  Rockport-Butterfield  Charge,  the  Shorewood  Hills- 
Magnet  Cove  Charge,  Keith  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Church 
and  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Malvern. 


African  Youth  Show  "Concern  For  Others 

By  Lois  N.  Murphree 

Old  Umtali,  Southern  Rhodesia 


( 


An  increasing  force  in  "Rhodesian  Methodism  and  a  potential  Christian 
force  in  the  new  Africa  is- found  in  the  comparatively  young  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship. 

Recently  eighty  MYF  delegates,  with  their  counselors  and  instructors, 
gathered  from  the  various  units  of  the  Rhodesia  Annual  Conference  at 
Mrewa,  where  for  a  week  they  joined  in  worship,  study,  work  and  play. 
Also,  there  was  the  day  when  groups  of  these  young  folks  visited  some 
of  the  nearby  villages,  giving  their  Christian  testimonies  and  giving 
practical  help  to  the  aged,  the  sick,  and  the  needy — doing  things  such  as 
fetching  firewood  from  the  countryside,  carrying  water  -from  the  little 
streams  and  sweeping  the  yards.  As  in  years  past,  some  of  the  non- 
Christians  who  were  visited  have  become  Christians  as  a  result  of  these 
visifs. 

Young  folk  the  world  over  have  rqpny  common  interests  and  perhaps 
the  lessons  of  most  interest  to  these  MYF  leaders  ivere  those  which  dealt 
with  courtship,  marriage,  and  home  and  family  life.  The  present  in-between 
period,  when  old  marriage  customs  are  being  frowned  upon,  but  not  en¬ 
tirely  discarded,  and  European  customs  are  being  imitated,  is  a  frustrating 
one.  The  young  people  are  seeing  in  a  new  light  the  necessity  of  preparing 
for  a  Christian  home  and  are  trying  to  decide  what  customs  are  really 
Christian  and  what  are  merely  European. 

Among  the  MYF  delegates  was  a  teacher  who  completed  her  training 
at  Old  Umtali  last  December.  She  now  is  teaching  in  an  isolated  section  at 
a  place  supported  by  the  Ngariende  (meaning,  “Let  it — the  gospel — go”) 
which  is  the  missionary  society  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Rhodesia.  In 
her  report,  she  mentioned  the  great  distances  she  had  to  walk  in  order  to 
make  some  needed  visits.  She  said  that  she  hoped  to  save  enough  money 
out  of  her  first  year’s  earnings  tb  buy  herself  a  bicycle  that  she  might  do 
her  work  better. 

“But  that  will  take  nearly  two  months’  salary.  “Why  not  make  this  our 
special  project?”  asked  some  of  the  young  folk. 

A  subscription  list  was  started;  bicycle  funds  were  soon  in  hand  and 
converted  into  a  shining  new  bicycle.  At  a  vesper  service  the  presentatipn 
was  made  and  the  teacher  went  home  with  her  heart’s  desire,  a  new 
bicycle.  Yes,  Africa  can  and  is  doing  things  these  days! 
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Editorials: 

Can  ^America  <SAvoid  cj Being  Suspicious ? 

SINfcE  the  death  of  Stalin  the  leaders  of  Russia  have  been  try¬ 
ing  to  convince  the  world  that  things  have  changed  in  Russia 
to  the  point  that  everybody  should  forget  the  bad,  bad  Stalin 
and  accept  the  outstretched  hand  of  friendship  offered  by  the  new 
leaders.  To  prove  how  good  they  are,  the  present  leaders  tell  us 
publicly  how  bad  and  treacherous  Stalin  was. 

Amid  it  alL  they  cry  peace,  peace,  peace.  Nevertheless,  it 
was  left  for  President  Eisenhower  to  announce,  the  secret  ex¬ 
plosion  of  three  atomic  or  hydrogen  bombs  in  recent  days.  To.  be 
sure  our  nation  has  exploded  some  nuclear  bombs.  However,  these 
explosions  are  no  secret.  Our  government  announces  them  before 
or  at  the  time  of  the  explosion.  This  secret  testing  of  super -bombs 
by  Russia  only  adds  to  the  suspicion  and  distrust  of  its  -leaders, 
who  talk  peace  while  secretly  testing  these  weapons  of  destruction. 

rte)hich  ^Way  c5 America? 

WE  are  again  at  the  season  of  the  opening  of  the  schools 
of  the  nation.  Each  year  now  the  cry  of  “teacher  short¬ 
age”  becomes  louder  and  louder.  This  shortage  is  not 
merely  in  the  public  schools;  it  exists  in  colleges  and  universities 
as  well.  Today  few,  if  any,  states  are  producing  enough  teachers 
of  their  own  citizens  to  supply  their  needs. 

Some  of  our  wealthy  states  are  reasonably  well  supplied  with 
teachers.  However,  in  order  to  meet  their  needs,  they  attract 
the  better  equipped  teachers  from  other  states  with  the  higher 
salaries  they  are  able-  to  pay.  The  result  of  this  “teacher  compe¬ 
tition”  means  that  the  poorer  states  suffer  at  two  points.  First, 
they  lose  many  of  their  well  equipped  teachers.  Second,  the 
teacher  shortage  which  already  existed  in  these  states  becomes 
more  acute  as  their  better  equipped  teachers  move  to  other  states. 
In  the  less  fortunate  states,  under  conditions  that  are  developing 
today,  the  shortage  of  teachers  can  be  met,  if  at  all,  only  by  em¬ 
ploying  instructors  who  are  poorly  prepared  for  their  work.  In 
some  parts  of  the  south  the  shortage  of  teachers  is  greater  this 
year  than  ever  before. 

<  We  spend  quite  a  bit  of  time  deploring  the  school  situation 
which  now  exists.  More  deplorable  than  our  school  situation  is 
the  fact  that  we  do  little  about  it  except  to  deplore  it.  Still  more 
deplorable  than  either  of  these  facts  is  the  fact  that  our  schools 
now  are  just  about  as  good  as  the  citizenship  of  America  really, 
truly  wants  them  to  be.  We  seem  simply  to  desire  to  spend  our 
money  for  other  matters. 

In  this,  the  wealthiest  nation  the  world  has  ever  known, 
everybody  knows  that  we  have  the  money,  if  we  had  the  will,  to 
pay  teachers  a  salary  that  would  attract  enough  teachers  to  fully 
man  every  school  in  America  with  an  aboundant  supply  of  money 
left  to  furnish  each  of  these  schools  adequate  buildings  and  equip¬ 
ment,  and  that  without  depriving  .ourselves  of  anything  that  we 
really  need. 

The  fault  does  not  lie  in  our  poverty  financially;  it  lies  in 
the  poverty  of  our  sense  of  values.  We  spend  money,  like  drunken 
sailors,  for  sports,  amusements,  unnecessary  luxuries,  tobacco, 
liquor,  to  mention  but  a  few  ways  we  use  our  money,  while  we 
“deplore”  the  fact  that  we  are  not  giving  our  children  a  real 
chance  educationally  and  are  underpaying  those  who  teach  them. 
How  long  can  America  keep  its  conscience  and  character  while 
exercising  this  dangerously  perverted  sense  of  values? 

Oneness  In  RSde  oJYCethodist  SdCousehold 

(Editorial  Correspondence) 

LEADERS  of  40  branches  of  the  Methodist  movement  are 
meeting  at  the  present  time  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  exploring  the  theme  “Methodism  in  the  Contemporary 
World.”  Meeting  every  five  years  under  the  sponsorship  and 
direction  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  this  non-legislative 
Conference  usually  reaches  a  new  high  for  each  five  year  period 
in  intellectual  and  spiritual  stimulation  for  those  privileged  to 
attend.  s 


In  attending  meetings  we  usually  endeavor  to  interpret  its 
proceedings  in  the  light  of  just  what  such  a  meeting  has  to  offer 
to  those  back  home.  To  the  extent  that  any'  Methodist  meeting 
contributes  to  the  spiritual  impact  of  organized  religion  on  the 
world  and  becomes  a  means  of  enriching  the  life  of  local  churches 
and  their  members,  that  meeting  is  justified.  What  then  is  the 
meaning  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference  for  the  Methodists 
of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana? 

In  the  first  place,  mature  Christians  are-  characterized  by 
their  breadth  of  vision;  their  concern  and  interest  reach  out  be¬ 
yond  the  limited  scope  in  which  their  immediate  influence  is 
felt.  There  can  be  no  intelligent  concern  unless  there  is  under¬ 
standing  of  one’s  fellowmen,  and  the  fellowship  which  such  a 
meeting  as  the  World  Methodist  Conference  .offers  is  of  unusual 
value  in  providing  opportunity  for  acquiring  this  understanding 
of  one’s  fellowmen.  What  better  opportunity  for  developing  this 
breadth  of  vision  than  that  in  company  with  those  who  have  a 
common  spiritual  heritage?  Something  of  this  breadth  of  under¬ 
standing  will  find  its  way  back  to  Methodists  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  through  those  attending  the  Conference  from  our  Area. 

A  second  distinct  contribution  which  the  Junaluska  Confer¬ 
ence  will  afford  is  the  addition  to  the  store  of  truth  and  under¬ 
standing  of  the  gospel  which  will  be  shared  by  those  who  come 
from  different  backgrounds.  Christians  everywhere  share  the  same 
faith,  One  God,  One  Christ,  One  Faith.  Yet  interpretations,  em¬ 
phases  and  experiences  will  vary,  and  the  description  of  that 
faith  becomes  of  interest  and  even  value  to  those  whose  back¬ 
ground  varies.  Each  branch  of  the  Methodist  movement  has  a 
distinct  contribution  to  make  to  each  other  branch,  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  World  Conference  becomes  one  of  the  vehicles  of  carrying 
that  contribution.  Those  attending  the  Conference  from  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana  will  be  able  to  bring  hack  something  of  the  creative 
influence  of  other  Methodist  traditions  that  they  have  experienced 
at  Junaluska. 

Local  church  leaders  will  be  stronger  in  their  convictions 
and  the  exercise  of  their  leadership  when  they  come  to  the  full 
realization  of  the  strength  of  organized  religion  in  the  world.  The 
tasks  of  the  local  church  program  take  on  added  meaning  when 
the  local  worker  feels  that  his  wohk  has  universal  significance. 
The  strength  of  universal  Methodism  is  experienced  in  a  very 
real  sense  at  Junaluska  where  70  countries,  many  races,  and  every 
continent  on  the  globe  are  represented.  Something  of  the  impact 
of  the  world-wide  Christian  movement  will  be  brought  back  in 
some  measure  to  Arkansas  and  Louisiana. 

We  can  thank  God  that  we  are  part  of  a  fellowship  that  is 
ever  seeking  to  extend  its  hand  of  fellowship  to  those  whose  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  gospel  is  different  from  our  own,  but  even 
better  is  the  realization  that  within  the  folds  of  the  Methodist 
fellowship  there  are  sincere  efforts  being!  made  to  proclaim  Christ 
as  on^  fellowship.  After  all,  Jesus  prayed  that  “All  Might  Be  One”. 
There  is  no  better  place  to  begin  than  in  the  Methodist  household. 


MESSAGE  FROM 
PRESIDENT  EISENHOWER 

To  the  Ninth  World  Methodist  Conference 
Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Presented  Saturday  morning, 
September  1,  by  the  Hon.  Brad¬ 
shaw  Mintener,  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary,  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare. 

At  a  conference  where  the  theme 
is  “Methodism  in  the  Contemp¬ 
orary  World”  I  am  sure  much 
thought  will  be  given  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  peace.  Certainly  the  con¬ 
tinued  threat  of  violent  war 
makes  real  peace  a  deep  concern 
for  them  and  for  all  who  know 
the  fears  and  hopes  of  mankind. 

Of  course  I  cannot  say  anything 
new  on  this  subject  to  a  group 
who  live  by  the  Bible,  the  most 
inspiring  textbook  on  peace, — 
peace  among  men  and  the  peace  1 
within  man  that  passes  under¬ 
standing.  But  one  point  I  should 
stress:  we  dare  not  fall  into  the 


error  of  confusing  peace  with  quiet 
comfort  or  with  a  torpid  isolation 
from  the  clash  and  strains  and 
alarms  of  reality.  Peace  should  be 
the  most  active  and  positive — 
even  at  times  sacrificial — way  of 
life. 

If  the  world  is  to  live  in  peace, 
it  will  require  sacrifice.  But  if  we 
want  peace  as  much  as  we  say  we 
want  it,  we  will  be  willing  to  pay 
the  price  for  it. 

Like  the  man  who  gave  every¬ 
thing  he  had  to  buy  the  pearl  of 
gTeat  price,  if  peace  is  the  highest 
achievement  of  life,  we  will  be 
willing,  indeed  eager,  to  give 
greatly  toward  its  realization. 

We  should  work  for  peace  with 
the  same  vigorous,  single-minded 
purpose  of  John  Wesley  who  rode 
horseback  a  distance  equal  to  ten 
times  around  the  globe  so  that  he 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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World  Methodist 
Conference  In  Session 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Wednesday,  September  12,  will  be 
published  and  circulated  throughout 
Methodism. 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  leaders 
having  places  of  leadership  in  the 
Conference  proceedings  and  discus¬ 
sion  groups  include  Bishop  Martin, 
Dr. -Walton,  Dr.  J.  J.  Mickle,  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden, 
Fayetteville.  Among  those  named  as 
hostesses  for  the  Conference  were 
Mrs.  Martin,  Mrs.  Walton,  Mrs. 
Mickle,  and  Mrs.  Bearden. 

A  typical  day’s  schedule  includes 
an  early  morning  communion  ser¬ 
vice,  the  opening  service  of  worship, 
followed  by  two  lectures  on  the 
Conference  theme,  a  30-minute  per¬ 
iod  of.  fellowship  followed  by  a 
discussion  period.  After  lunch,  an¬ 
other  period  of  discussion  is  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  lecture  at  5:30.  Special  pro¬ 
grams  and  other  addresses  con¬ 
stitute  the  evening  programs.  Spec¬ 
ial  services  held  on  the  two  Sundays 
during  the  Conference  include  ser¬ 
mons  by  Dr.  Harold  Roberts,  Lon¬ 
don,  England,  vice-president  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  Bishop 
Arthur  J.  Moore,  Atlanta,  and  Dr. 
W.  Edwin  Sangster,  London,  Eng¬ 
land.  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St. 
Louis,  and  a  native  of  Arkansas,  is 
president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  and  was  inducted  as 
such  at  the  opening  service  on  Sat¬ 
urday. 

Delegates  and  official  visitors 
from  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  were 
listed  in  last  week’s  issue  of  this 
publication.  In  addition  to  those  at¬ 
tending,  there  are  also  a  number 
of  other  visitors  from  the  two  state 
Area  at  Lake  Junaluska.  Attending 
from  the  Area  the  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women  meeting  pre¬ 
ceding  the  convening  of  the  World 
Conference  were  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott, 
El  Dorado,  vice-president  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society,  Mildred  Osment,  Jonesboro, 
vice-president  of  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  Woman's  Society, 
and  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans, 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Woman’s  Society. 


MESSAGE  FROM 
PRESIDENT  EISENHOWER 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
might  preach  the  gospel.  And  it 
was  not  just  the  weariness  of  rid¬ 
ing  the  wilderness  that  he  endured. 
Wesley  also  met  ridicule,  brickbats 
and  abuse  for  the  cause  in  which 
he  believed. 

We,  too,  must  be  willing  to  en¬ 
dure  hardship  and  criticism  for  the 
sake  of  peace.  But  we  are  engaged 
in  the  noblest  cause.  And  if,  with 
tireless  perseverance,  we  work  to¬ 
gether  for  a  peace  that  is  based  on 
justice  for  all  men,  on  the  rights 
and  the  dignity  of  all  men — for  a 
peace  founded  on  the  eternal  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  moral  law — we  shall 
succeed. 

To  those  at  the  conference  in 
Junaluska,  it  will  be  a  time  of 
strengthening  and  dedication  for 
the  struggle  ahead.  Then  as  they 
return  to  their  homes,  to  their 
churches. -and  schools  and  various 
trades,  they  will "" be  better  fitted 
to  work  with  renewed  vigor  for 
Peace,  reconciling  differences  be¬ 
tween  brother  and  brother,  be¬ 
tween  nation  and  nation,  between 
race  and  race. 

With  warm  greetings  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference, — Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower. 


LOUISIANA  PASTORS 
ATTEND  REFRESHER 
COURSE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Dr.  Palmer  discussed  what  he  term¬ 
ed  “shop  talk”  for  ministers.  His 
topics  included  such  subjects  as  the 
numerous  jobs  a  pastor  must  do, 
the  effectiveness  of  preaching  with¬ 
out  notes,  and  the  pre-member 
training  the  church  should  provide 
for  adults,  as  well  as  children. 

Dr.  Feely,  in  his  classes  on  Mar¬ 
riage  and  Counseling  for  Marriage, 
told  the  ministers  that  counseling  is 
useful  where  faith  has  been  blocked. 
“In  counseling,  the  pastor  should 
convey  to  the  person  a  sense  of  un¬ 
derstanding,”  he  said,  “and  lay  the 
ground  work  for  a  person’s  growth 
— not  just  solve  the  surface  prob¬ 
lem.” 

Achieving  Goals  in  Churchihan- 
ship  was  the  subject  taught  by  Dr. 
Johnson  at  the  session.  He  said  the 
success  of  every  church  depends  on 
the  development  of  good  leadership. 
“Also,”  he  urged,  “remember  that 
short  range  goals  bring  about  long 
distance  ones,  so  don’t  try  for  a 
touchdown  on  every  down  but  just 
keep  moving  in  the  right  direction 
and  toward  the  goal  post.” 

Morning  watch  speakers  for  the 
school  were:  Tuesday,  Dr.  Virgil  D. 
Morris,  superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  District;  Wednesday,  the 
Rev.  Jack  Midyett,  Haynesville; 
Thursday,  the  Rev.  James  T.  Harris, 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict;  and  Friday,  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Branton,  superintendent  of  the  La¬ 
fayette  District. 

The  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich,  Lake 
Charles,  was  dean  of,  the  school; 
and  the  Rev.  Douglas  L.  McGuire, 
Shreveport,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Managers.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Mat¬ 
thew,  Jr.,  New  Orleans,  was  reg- 


Laymen's  Retreat  To  Be  Held 
At  Caney  Lake 


Dr.  Wayne  E.  North  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Evangelism  will  be 
the  main  speaker  at  the  Dayman’s 
Retreat  for  the  Shreveport-Ruston 
Districts  which  will  be  held  at 
Caney  Lake  Camp  near  Minden, 
La.,  September  15-16. 

Dr.  North  is  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  District  Evangelism  of 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Central  Pennsylvania 
Conference.  Prior  to  becoming  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Board, 
he  served  pastorates  in  Pennsylvan¬ 
ia  at  Avis,  Sunbury  and  Mt.  Carmel. 

The  retreat  which  is  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  will  open 
on  Saturday  afternoon  at  4:00  p.m. 
with  J.  Davidson  Brown  presiding. 
Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  will  give  the  open¬ 
ing  devotional  meditation  and  Rob¬ 
ert  P.  Lay,  lay  leader  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  will  speak  on  “A 
Layman  Looks  at  His  Church.” 
Judge  Robert  J.  O’Neal  will  preside 
at  the  dinner  at  6:30,  and  J.  C.  Love 
will  speak  on  “Financing  the  King- 


istrar  and  treasurer. 

Other  members  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  for  the  annual  Pastors’ 
School  are:  The  Revs.  A.  M.  Serex, 
New  Orleans;  Bentley  Sloane, 
Shreveport;  B.  A.  Galloway,  Houma; 
Sam  Nader,  Lake  Charles;  Alfred 
M.  Brown,  Bossier  City;  George 
Pearce,  Jr.,  Natchitoches;  W.  E. 
Trice,  Baton  Rouge;  Luther  L. 
Booth,  Winnfield;  G.  M.  Dameron, 
Jonesboro;  John  J.  Rasmussen, 
Shreveport;  and  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
Shreveport. 


DR.  WAYNE  E.  NORTH 


dom”  at  7:30.  Dr.  North  addresses 
the  group  at  8:15  p.m. 

Hale-  Shadows  will  preside  over 
the  Sunday  morning  session  with 
C.  O.  HoRand  in  charge  of  the 
morning  watch.  Dr.  B..  C.  Taylor 
will  speak  at  8:30  a.m.  on  “What 
Your  Preacher  Expects  of  You” 
and  Judge  Chris  Barnett  will  speak 
at  9:00  on  “Laymen’s  esponsibility 
to  Opr  Youth.”  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 
will  speak  on  “Educattional  Needs 
As  I  See  It.”  Mr.  Lay  wil  preside 
at  the  f0:00  a.m.  when  Jim  Russell 
will  speak  on  “Building  the  King¬ 
dom  Through  Missions.”  A  discus¬ 
sion  jvill  follow  at  10:30  and  Dr. 
North  wiH  preach  at  the  11:00 
hour. 

Lunch,  will  follow  the  morning 
service. 


A  Successful  Project  At  Gilliam 

By  Mrs.  Lola  A.  Noel 


IN  northwest  Louisiana  at  Gil¬ 
liam,  a  small  group  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  is  showing  what  remark¬ 
able  results  can  be  accomplished 
through  able  leadership,  concerted 
action,  and  above  all,  hard  work. 

Wishing  to  help  pay  off  the  in¬ 
debtedness  of  building  a  beautiful 
new  Methodist  Church  in  Gilliam, 
these  women  finally  decided  to  ex¬ 
periment  with  serving  dinners 
weekly  in  the  social  hall  of  the 
'church,  charging  $1  per  plate.  Un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Helen 
Vaughan  they  started  January  11, 
1956,  furnishing  meals  to  many 
groups.  Their  success  has  been 
phenomenal.  At  the  time  of  this 
writing  (July  25)  the  church  has 
realized  $2,000  from  this  project, 
and  $713.95  toward  a  third  thousand 
has  been  cleared.  All  this  in  a  per¬ 
iod  of  six  months! 

How  has  this  astounding  suc¬ 
cess  been  possible?  At  first,  it  was 
thought  advisable  and  expedient 
that  each  woman  donate  the  food 
supplies  necessary.  In  time  this 
method  proved  too  great  a  finan¬ 
cial  outlay  for  those  involved.  The 
new  plan  agreed  upon  called  for 
the  purchase  of  all  supplies  from 
the  money  cleared  from  serving 
dinners.  One  item  only  were  the 
workers  asked  to  contribute,  a  des¬ 
sert  which  now  has  resolved  it¬ 
self  into  furnishing  pies. 

Systematic  procedure  has  helped 
to  make  this  undertaking  the  suc¬ 
cess  that  it  is.  Each  Wednesday 


after  the  meals  have  been  served, 
an  accurate  check  of  all  expend¬ 
itures  in  relation  to  the  moneys 
taken  in  is  made,  and  the  amount 
cleared  is  ascertained.  At  this 
time  the  menu  is  decided  upon  for 
the  next  week,  the  supplies  nec¬ 
essary  to  be  purchased  listed,  and 
the  workers  assigned  their  respect¬ 
ive  items  for  preparation.  (Foods 
requiring  long-time  cooking,  such 
as  meat,  are  prepared  the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  dinner). 

The  menu  is  a  well-balanced 
one  and  varies  from  week  to  week. 
The  women  cater  to  individual 
tastes  by  serving  so  as  to  meet  the 
needs  of  certain  people.  A  typical 
dinner  consists  of  a  meat  dish,  two 
vegetables,  salad,  hot  buttered 
rolls,  a  choice  of  eight  different 
kinds  of  pie,  and  coffee  or  tea. 
Since  the  church  kitchen  is  well 
equipped  and  spacious,  the  task  of 
preparing  and  assembling  most  of 
the  items  on  a  regular  dinner  is 
carried  out  with  little  or  no  con¬ 
fusion. 

The  hours  of  serving  are  from 
11:30  to  1:00  p.m.  each  Wednesday. 
In  the  six  months  of  working  as 
many  as  one  hundred  seven  plates 
have  been  served  on  a  single  Wed¬ 
nesday.  Fourteen  dinners  are  now 
being  sent  out  regularly  to  people 
unable  to  come  to  the  social  hall 
of  the  church. 

So  popular  have  the  dinners  be¬ 
come  that  they  are  attended  not 
only  by  regular  weekly  customers, 
but  by  certain  clubs  which  arrange 


for  dinner  parties.  The  local  Lion’s 
Club  reserves  a  table  twice  a 
month  for  its  luncheons.  Various 
other  social  groups  entertain  at 
dinner  through  this  medium.  One 
oil  company  hosts  its  superintend¬ 
ents  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
each  month.  Passersby  often  come 
to  the  church  for  lunch. ‘One  insur¬ 
ance  man  from  Shreveport  chanc¬ 
ing  by,  was  so  well  pleased  that  he 
asked  that  he  might  upon  occasion 
arrange  to  bring  dinner  guests  out 
from  the  city. 

Nor  do  these  luncheons  attract 
adults  only.  From  ten  to  twelve 
teen-agers  are  regular  customers. 
To  make  the  dinners  more  appeal¬ 
ing  to  them,  the  women  have  ar¬ 
ranged  to  serve  this  group  sep¬ 
arately  upstairs  in  one  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  rooms. 

What  *is  the  attitude  of  these 
women,  after  six  months,  toward 
this  giving  of  their  time  and  energy 
to  what  has  been  a  paying  prop¬ 
osition,  yet  an  arduous  and  self- 
sacrificing  task?  Buoyed  by  their 
success  and  inspired  by  the  noble 
purpose  for  which  they  are  striv¬ 
ing,  they  are  eager  to  “carry  on” 
until  the  church  debt  is  cleared  up. 
Aside  from  several  small  cash  do¬ 
nations  and  five  one-hundred-  dol¬ 
lar  gifts,  all  the  money  cleared 
during  this  first  half  year  has  re¬ 
sulted  from  splendid  leadership, 
united  action,  and  hard  work 
among  a  small  group  of  active 
Christian  women. 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


KEEPING  VITAL 

Labor  Day  marks  ior  most  Americans  the  end  of  the  vacation  season. 
It  is  the  time  when  we  not  only  pay  tribute  to  the  dignity  of  labor  but  also 
return  to  our  regular  work. 

Let  us  hope  our  vacations  have  restored  our  physical  vigor  and  zest 
for  our  jobs.  But  let  us  take  a  longer  look.  Are  the 
years  taking  a  toll  of  our  energies  and  leaving  us  with 
less  of  our  old  fire?  / 

What  can  God  do  to  preserve  the  glow  of  youthful 
vitality?  I  am  not  thinking  of  bodily  vigor,  although 
I  believe  religious  faith  can  do  more  for  physical  health 
than  most  of  us  realize.  But  bodily  vigor  is  not  the 
same  as  personal  vitality.  I  have  known  some  husky 
physical  specimens  who  were  not  very  vital.  And  on  the 
other  hand,  I  have  friends  with  frail  bodies  who  are 
magnetically  alive. 

And  God  can  give  such  aliveness  to  people.  I  think 
-old  man.  He  is  so  interested  in  others  that  he  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  others.  Young  people  like  to  be  around  him.  He  began  to  remember 
his  Creator  in  the  days  of  his  youth,  and  that  consciousness  of  God’s  control 
gave  a  rhythm  and  timing  to  his  life.  He  did  not  exhaust  the  romance  of 
his  early  years  by  trying  to  get  in  his  teens  the  thrills  that  normally  come 
in  the  twenties.  Nor  did  he  spoil  his  thirties  and  forties  by  feverishly  rush¬ 
ing  after  financial  and  social  recognitions  which  ordinarily  come  in  the 
fifties  and  sixties.  And  when  he  reached  his  later  years,  he  did  not  Repeat 
the  folly  of  those  who  try  to  recapture  their  lost  fun  by  resorting  to  antics 
of  a  silly  second  childhood. 

He  has  enjoyed  all  the  seasons  of  life  and  now  he  lives  in  all  its  tenses. 
Here  age  has  the  advantage  over  early  childhood.  The  infant  lives  in  just 
one  tense,  the  present.  It  wants  what  it  wants  when  it  wants  it — and  that 
time  is  now.  It  does  little  good  to  say  to  the  child,  “I  gave  you  that  yester¬ 
day,”  or  “I  shall  give  you  that  tomorrow.”  The  present  moment  is  all  the 
infant  cares  about. 


As  infancy  merges  into  youth  we  begin  to  live  in  the  future  as  well  as 
the  present.  Youth  has  its  dreams  and  they  are  glorious.  But  youth  is  not 
a  period  of  unbroken  happiness,  such  as  we  older  persons  often  picture  it 
in  retrospect. 

Recall  how  many  things  we  worried  about  when  we  were  young.  We 
took  so  many  troubles  as  final.  Perhaps  some  of  you  can  recall  the  hopeless 
feeling  you  had  when  you  lost  out  to  a  rival  in  the  race  of  love.  You 
thought  the  girl  you  lost  was  the  only  one  in  the  world  and  the  light  of 
your  life  had  gone  out  forever.  Perhaps  you  met  the  lady  some  twenty- 
five  years  later  and  then  you  were  glad  you  had  lost.  Time  adds  a  past 
tense  which  brings  perspective  to  save  us  from  terrible  grief  over  passing 
defeats  and  excessive  pride  over  passing  triumphs. 

Suppose  a  man  of  sixty-five  goes  out  for  a  walk  with  his  sixteen-year- 
old  granddaughter.  He  can  see  all  the  beauties  of  the  sights  around  them, 
and  he  sees  them  with  more  meaning  and  background.  He  sees  richer  values 
in  common  things  because  he  links  them  with  larger  associations.  Through 
his  experience  he  has  widened  his  sympathies  and  thus  he  is  alive  to  the 
interests  of  more  people.  Thus  he  capitalizes  on  his  memories  to  produce 
more  interest  in  the  present  and  future. 

And  God  helps  us  also  to  realize  on  the  future  as  well  as  capitalize  on 
the  past.  He  does  this  by  teaching  us  to  live  with  lasting  things. 

If  we  live  only  for  selfish  material  things,  then  age  is  a  time  of  dimming 
lights  as  our  physical  faculties  fade.  But  godliness  makes  age  a  time  of 
lights  coming  on,  so  there  is  a  mellow  radiance  to  a  golden  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  rivaling  the  brightness  of  the  wedding  day. 

Last  winter  after  a  snowfall  I  noted  houses  with  their  roofs  and 
windows  framed  in  snow  and  the  light  streaming  from  them.  They  made 
the  kind  of  picture  we  often  see  on  Christmas  cards.  And  graceful,  godly 
age  makes  a  person  like  a  snow-framed  house  lighted  up  at  eventide. 

The  person  who  trusts  God  feels  as  did  Browning’s  Rabbi  Ben  Ezra 
when  he  said: 

“Our  times  are  in  His  hand 
Who  saith  ‘A  whole  I  planned, 

Youth  shows  but  half;  trust  God:  see  all,  nor  be  afraid!’  ” 

Auber,  the  father  of  French  grand  opera,  in  his  eightieth  year,  ex¬ 
claimed,  “I  am  not  eighty:  I  am  four  times  twenty.” 


Let  us  hope 


of  an  eighty-; 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader 

k  f  ■* 

North  Arkansas  Conference 

isi  aJM 

HEARTENING  NEWS  FOR 
LAY  SPEAKERS 


Many  persons  who  have  been  doing  lay 
speaking  regularly  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
have  felt  at  times  that  there  was  not  enough 
support  and  encouragement  from  either  min¬ 
isters  or  laymen  to  feel  that  the  work  had  per¬ 
manence.  We  have  been  working  as  more  or 
less,  unrelated  groups,  and  with  a  feeling  that 
the  whole  movement  of  lay  speaking  needed  a 
strong  undercurrent  of  connection,  and  better 
guidance  in  order  to  make  it  a  more  effective 
instrument  in  the  framework  of  church  oper¬ 
ations. 

Recently,  however,  there  have  been  some 
encouraging  signs  that  we  have  seen.  Pastors 
and  laymen  in  a  number  of  conferences  have 
asked  for  information  and  suggestions  as  to  the 
means  of  organizing  lay  speaking  groups.  Spe¬ 
cial  times  have  been  set  aside  in  the  year  for 
special  emphasis  through  the  means  of  having 
all  the  pulpits  in  a  certain  area  filled  for  a  sea¬ 
son.  This  has  H&lped  to  create  interest  and  a 
desire  to  try  the  plan  in  a  more  consistent  man¬ 
ner. 

Meanwhile,  the  General  Board  of  Lay  Activ¬ 
ities  has  been  doing  a  lot  of  work  in  the  field. 
Discussions  with  men  wh(f  are  doing  lay  speak¬ 
ing,  visits  by  staff  men  to  certain  conferences  for 
observation  of  the  work  being  done;  these  and 
other  studies  have  been  carried  on.  The  latest 
and  most  encouraging  work  was  a  study  seminar 
held  two  days  in  August  at  Chicago  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  trying  to  study  what  the  needs  were  in 
preparation  of  materials,  and  what  steps  might 
be  taken  to  organize  the  work  over  the  entire 
church  along  a  fairly  regular  pattern,  so  that 
better  work  could  be  done,  and  more  cooperation 
could  be  had  from  everyone. 

-The  seminar  was  a  great  success.  Men  from 
a  dozen  sections  of  the  United  States  came  to 
study  the  challenge  that  was  common  to  them 
all;  that  of  making  this  work  more  effective. 
It  is  not  possible  to  assess  the  total  results  of 
the  meeting  this  soon,  but  it  now  seems  that  a 
packet  of  several  booklets  will  be  prepared. 
They  ,  will  give  suggestions  on  how  to  hold  a 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

,  W.  W.  Reid 
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THE  MODERN  SCIENTIST 
LOOKS  AT  RACE 

'  Largely  because  of  the  theories  and  practices 
of  the  Nazis  during  World  War  II,  anthropolo¬ 
gist,  sociologists;  and  otl^er  social  scientists  have 
taken  a  new  look  at  some  of  their  earlier  be¬ 
liefs  and  teachings.  A  whole  host  of  “fallacies” 
have  been  discovered  and  exposed.  Yet  there 
is  fear  that  (popular  opinion  lagging  years  be¬ 
hind  science)  it  may  be  generations  before  the 
disproven  notions  die. 

A  recent  re-statement  of  some  social  con¬ 
cepts  prepared  for  the  U.  S.  Commission  for 
UNESCO,  notes  some  newer  theories.  It  is  vital 
that  each  of  us  becomes  acquainted  with  these 
ideas — for  our  actions,  as  well  as  our  words,  de¬ 
pend  upon  our  beliefs.  Here  are  some  “corrected 
fallacies”: 

“Today,  no  one  with  pretensions  to  scientific 
accuracy  would  use  the  word  ‘race’  in  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  was  frequently  used  and  misused  * 
by  both  scientists  and  laymeh  75  years  ago.  No 
one  would  ascribe  to  race  the  physical,  emo-. 
tional,  and  intellectual  characteristics  which 
were  commonly  thought  to  be  synonomous  with 
it.  Few  if  any  social  scientists  would  still  up¬ 
hold  the  idea  of  the  inherent  superiority  of  any 
race  of  mankind  over  any  other.  Equally,  the 
notion  that  there  are  immutable  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  races  in  blood  composition,  skull 
formation,  hairiness,  rate  of  growth  or  other 


service,  how  to  prepare  one’s  self  for  the  service, 
names  of  books  that  will  be  helpful,  etc.  In  all 
probability  a  number  of  sermon  outlines  will 
be  given,  which  have  been  used  successfully  by 
laymen.  Lessons  in  selecting  and  developing 
texts  will  also  be  given. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  good  that  these  book¬ 
lets  can  do.  This  column  Will  be  among  the  first 
to  tell  you  about  progress  on  the  booklets,  and  a 
supply  will  be  available  from  my  study  as  soon 
as  they  come  off  the  press.  We  also  hope  that 
training  schools  can  be  offered  next  year,  using 
these  booklets  as  source  materials.  You  will  be 
hearing  more  about  it  soon. 


physical  characteristics,  has  been  abandoned  by 
scientists.  .  . 

“Present-day  science  has  almost  abandoned 
the  belief  that  there  are  behavior  patterns  which 
are  racially  determined  or  conditioned.  There 
are,  it  holds,  no  racially-determined  personality 
types,  there  are  no  racially-determined  intelli¬ 
gence  quotients,  there  are  no  racially-related 
emotions  or  for  that  matter,'  attitudes,  opinions 
or  beliefs  which  are  racially  or  genetically  de¬ 
rived  .  .  . 

“Another  of  the  major  theoretical  fallacies 
made  obsolete  is  the  one  which  holds  that 
prejudice  is  somehow  an  inherent  or  integral 
component  of  human  nature.  .'  .  The  instinct 
theories  of  an  earlier  generation  of  social  psy¬ 
chologists  lent  themselves  quite  easily  to  in¬ 
terpretations  which  implied  the  presence  of  in¬ 
born  prejudice.  Having  granted  the  existence 
of  an  instinctive  hostility,  or  an  instinct  of  ag¬ 
gression,  or  an  inherent  ‘fear  of  the  stranger,’ 
it  was  easy  enough  to  deduce  prejudice  in  the 
adult  as  directly  derivative  from  basic  instinctual 
forces.  The  path  of  deduction  lay  in  overlooking 
the  socialization  process  of  the  human  being  .  .  . 

“All  this  is  not  meant  to  deny  that  human 
beings  are  potentially  capable  of  reacting  in  a 
prejudiced  fashion  nor  That  such  reactions  do 
not  have  their  bases  in  certain  psychosomatic 
potentialities.  But  it  is  a  long  way  from  an 
infant  potential  to  an  adult  reality,  and  prejudice 
is  formed  somewhere  along  this  path,  the  path 
of  socialization  and  growth  .  .  . 

“A  third  major  fallacy  is  the  nation  that 
prejudice  is  a  reaction  to  the  bad  behavior  of 
the  objects  of  prejudice.  Today  that  belief  is 
no  longer  admissable  as  social  science.  While 
the  behavior  of  individual  members  or  groups  is 
known  to  be  a  factor  in  group  interaction,  social 
science  has  discredited  the  idea  that  any  direct 
causal  significance  can  be  ascribed  to  such  be¬ 
havior  in  the  complex  ^process  of  the  formation 
of  prejudice.  The  behavior  in  question  may  in 
fact  be  called  forth  as  a  response  to  initial  dis¬ 
crimination  and  prejudice.” 

UNESCO  has  also  made  this  summary  of 
present  knowledge  about  race  differences: 

“In  matters  of  race,  the  only  characteristics 
which  anthropologists  have  so  far  been  able  to 
use  effectively  as  a  basis  for  classification  are 
physical. 

“Scientific  knowledge  provides  no  basis  for 
believing  that  the  groups  of  mankind  differ  in 
their  innate  capacity  for  intellectual  and  emo¬ 
tional  development. 

“Some  biological  differences  between  human 
beings  within  a  single  race  may  be  as  great 
as  or  greater  than  the  same  biological  differences 
between  races. 
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Church  Libraries 

Are  Important ! 

By  Lucy  M.  Spierling* 
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A  MATTER  OF 
OPINION 

By  Lewis  Huber 

Some  Sundays  ago,  after  I  had 
eaten  dinner  at  a  large  restaurant, 
the  minister  of  a  large  church  con¬ 
gregation  walked  over"  to  where  I 
was  standing,  near  the  cashier’s 
counter,  and  put  out  his  right  hand 
in  a  cordial  greeting.  “I  was  so 
happy  to  see  you  in  my  congregation 
this  morning,”  he  beamed. 

But  I  had  not  been  in  his  church 
congregation  that  morning  dr  any 
other  morning.  The  minister  was 
mistaken  in  my  identity,  but  I  did 
not  let  on  that  such  was  the  case. 

I  saw  that  he  really^  believed  he 
had  seen  me  in  his  congregation 
that  Sunday  morning,  and  that  he 
was  happy  about  it,  so  why  embar¬ 
rass  him  by  saying  I  wasn’t  there? 

I  simply  turned  the  subject  to  other 
matters  and  left  him  reflecting  hap¬ 
pily,  I  hop^  on  a  bit  of  pleasant 
repartee. 

On  another  occasion  I  overheard 
friends  talking  about  two  other 
friends  of  mine  who,  they  inferred, 
were  having  “an  affair.”  According 
to  the  gossip,  this  couple  —  a  man 
and  a  woman  who  were  married, 
but  not  to  each  other  —  had  been 

■  seen  in  the  man’s  car  one  night  .  .  . 
“necking,”  the  gossip  had  it.  When 
I  had  an  opportunity,  I  queried  each 
of  the  victims  of  the  gossip  —  not 
together,  but  separately  -—  about 
the  rumor.  The  talk  was  groundless, 
each  asserted,  and  I  believed  them. 
Why  shouldn’t  I  believe  them  rath¬ 
er  than  the  gossipers,  particularly 
when  I  have  never  known  either  one 
of  the  people  talked  about  to  be 
untruthful  either  to  me  or  the  oth¬ 
ers  in  my  acquaintance? 

I  was  in  a  church  gathering  once 
when  a  speaker  said,  “Wliat  we 
Christians  need  most  is  to  love  other 
Christians.”  He  should  have  said, 
“What  we  Christians  need  most  is 
to  love,”  leaving  off  naming  whom 
we  should  love.  But  that’s-  not  my 
point.  My  point  is:  People  who  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  Christians  stack  up  in 
the  way  of  Christiaris.  Does  a  Chris- 
I  tian  gossip?  Does  a  Christian  do 
I  that  which  is  unlovely  and  unloM- 
I  ing?  Does  a  Christian  bear  false 
I  tales?  Does  a  Christian  do  unto 
I  others  what  he  would  resent  others 
[doing  unto  him? 

Not  too  long  ago  a  church  mem¬ 
ber  bemoaned  to  me  the  fact  that 
[another  church  member  refused  to 
[speak  to  her  when  they  met.  There 
[was  nothing  I  could  do  about  the 
[  matter,  of  course,  except  remind 
[my  friend  of  Jesus’  prayer  when 
[he  said,  “Father,  forgive  them,  for 
[they  know  not  what  they  do.”  Per- 
[haps  in  that  way  I  helped  some- 
[what  to  dull  the  sting  of  the  hypo- 
Imitical  church  member’s  un-Chris- 
|tian  attitude.  Imagine  how  unhappy 
|sueh  incidents  of  hypocrisy  make 
I  'he  ministers  of  churches  where 
I  hypocrisy  exists! 

I  Recently  I  asked  a  neighbor  why 
|he  doesn’t  join  our  church,  which 
I  he  attends  occasionally.  “Not  me,” 
|he  replied,  ungrammatically.  “My 

■  wife  entertains  some  of  your  church 
■members  at  our  home,  where  some- 
[hmes  I  have  to  listen  to  the  church 

■  gossip,  if  your  ehurch  people  are 
las  bad  as  they’re  painted  at  these 

■  social  gatherings  —  well,  I  don’t 
|want  to  be  numbered  among  them, 
■'hat’s  all.” 

Ij  ^hat  is  this  article  about,  really? 
I  about  the  meanness  of  gossip, 
1°'  hypocrisy,  wherever  these  evils 
found.  That  they  are  found  in 

■  hurch  groups  as  well  as  elsewhere 
K s  regrettable  indeed,  for  church 
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DURING  the  past  year,  there 
has  been  a  marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  churches 
of  all  denominations  which 
have  set  up  a  library.  In  July,  The 
Arkansas  Gazette  published  a  fea¬ 
ture  article  entitled  “The  Step- 
Child  of  the  Church  —  The  Church 
Library”  which  /pointed  out  the 
growth 'and  problems  of  some  of  our 
church  libraries  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions.  In  Little  Rock,  a  Council  of 
Church  Librarians  for  Pulaski  Coun¬ 
ty  has  been  organized  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  promoting  the  growth  and 
advancement  of  church  libraries.  It 
is  a  non-denominational  organiza¬ 
tion  and  has  as  one  of  it§_  projects 
the  establishment  of  a  lending  li¬ 
brary  to  be  loaned  to  churches 
which  are  trying  to  set  up  a  library. 
In  recent  workshops  at  Mt.  Sequo¬ 
yah  and  Aldersgate,  the  church  li¬ 
brary  and  its  importance  were  ex¬ 
tolled.  With  so  much  attention  and 
interest  Being  focused  on  our  church 
libraries,  the  outlook  for  the  future 
is  inspiring. 

In  June,  another  church  librarian 
and  myself  visited  several  Metho¬ 
dist  libraries.  We  found  that  the 
problems  that  beset  our  own  parti¬ 
cular  libraries  are  coinmon  to  most 
other  church  librarians  —  inade¬ 
quate  space,  lack  of  funds  for  pur¬ 
chasing  books,  'circulation  problems, 
lack  of  cooperation.  Yet,  in  our 
churches  today,  libraries  are  be¬ 
coming  essential  if  our  teachers  and 
workers  are  to  produce^  their  best 
results.  Small  though  a  library  may 
be  at  first,  a  beginning  must  be 
made  .  .  .  the  difficulties  surmount¬ 
ed  ..  .  patiently  .  .  gently  .  .  . 
steadily.  ' 

The  question  still  comds  from 
those  who  read  little  “Why  have  a 
church  library?”’  Those  who  know 
the  value  of  reading  happily  pat¬ 
ronize  our  church  libraries.  One  of 
the  primary  purposes  of  a  church 
library  is  to  furnish  correlated  max. 
terial  for  mission  studies,  supple¬ 
mentary  reading  and  reference  for 
teachers,  superintendents,  Vacation 
Church  School  workers,  devotional 
leaders.  These  books  are  seldom 
available  at  the  public  library.  Most 
church  librarians  keep  up  with  the 
needs  of  the  Church  School  workers 
and  have  available  a  wealth  of  ma¬ 
terial  that  is  difficult  Jto  -find  out¬ 
side  the  church  library.  Tnere  is  the 
aged  excuse  “I  don’t  have  time  to 
read.”  In  a  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
mission  study  on  Indians,  our  li¬ 
brary  furnished  22  books  about  In¬ 
dians.  A  group  of  employed  women 
who  didn’t  have  time  to  read,  did 
read  35  books  during  our  study  cov¬ 
ering  a  period  of  one  month.  By 
having  books  on  hand  at  the  time 
when  they  were  needed,  the  busy 
women  were  saved  the  time  and 
trouble  of  searching  for  them  else¬ 
where.  They  took  them  eagerly  and 
the  study  became  more  meaningful 
and  successful  as  a  result.  The  same 


people  should  know.,  better  than 
others  what  is  expected  of  Chris¬ 
tians.  Can’t  we  do  better  —  all  of 
us  —  than  we  have  been  doing -on 
this  score.  “Love,”  says  the  Scrip¬ 
ture,  “is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law.” 
Let’s  fulfill  the  law,  God’s  law.  Let’s 
be  loving! 


i  .  t 

If 
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holds  true  for  teachers,  devotional 
leaders,  MYF  workers,  parents 
wanting  guidance  in  dealing  with 
their  teen-agers,  the  tired  business 
man,  the  home  -  maker.  People  are 
at  church  at  least  once  each  week, 
sometimes  oftener.  If  they  learn 
their  church  library  contains  the 
books  they  need  and  want;  they 
will  be  more  likely  to  pick  up  a 
book  at  church  than  to  drive  down 
town  to  the  public  library. 

One  Sunday  morning,  a  lady  came 
in  the  library  to  return  a  book 
which  she  casually  placed  on  the 
return  table.  When  asked  if  she 
didn’t  want  another  book,  the  reply 
was  “I  just  do  not  have  time  to 
read.”  ‘“Did  yo.u  see  this  hew  book 
on  ‘Prayer,  the  Mightiest  Force  in 
the  World’  by  Frank  LaubachP” 
asked  the  librarian  as  she  held  *up 
Jhe  small  volume.  Eagerly  the  visi¬ 
tor-  reached  for  the  little  book  that 
was  to  mean  so  much  to  her.  She 
not  only  took  that  book  but  many 
others  and  read  them  too  and  learn¬ 
ed  she  didn’t  have  time  “not  to 
read.” 

A  question  commonly  asked  the 
librarian  is  “How  do  you  obtain 
books?”  There  are  various  ways. 
Some  churches  include  the  library 
in  the  church  budget.  At  one  church, 
the  birth  of  a  baby  is  celebrated  by 
placing  a  book  in  the  church  library 
in  the  baby’s  honor.  Sometimes  a 
book  or  money  is  donated  in  honor 
of  a  birthday;  books  are  placed  in 
rememberance  of  those  gone  on. 
The  bulk  of  books  come  from  mem¬ 
orial  funds  —  a  Living  Memorial 
of  books  is  placed  in  the  church 
library  for  a  deceased  one.  One 
church  library  supporter  remarked 
that  the  florist  profits  most  from 
flowers  sent  in  case  of  bereavement. 
Whether  the  floral  offering  costs 
$5.00  or  $50.00,  the  same  card  is  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  bereaved.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  advise  the  librarian 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  spent 
for  the  books;  an  appropriate  card 
is  promptly  mailed  to  the  bereaved, 
the  books  are  then  purchased  and 
placed  on  the  Memorial  Shelf  in 
the  library  —  the  donor  happily 
pays  the  bill. 

Another  question  the  church  li¬ 
brarian  often  encounters  is  “How 
are  the  books  selected?”  Selection 
of  books  is  not  difficult  but  requires 
close  attention.  Again,  the  method 
varies.  In  some  churches  the  librar¬ 
ian  has  the  sole  responsibility  for 
selecting  new  books.  In  others  a 
committee  or  library  .commission 
makes  the  selection.  The  needs  of 
the  various  departments  in  the 
church  must  be  kept  in  mind  and 
an  effort  made  to  equalize  the  num¬ 
ber  of  books  for  each  division.  Some 
people  are  of  the  opinion  that  only 
religious  books  should  be  on  our 
library  shelves.  The  book  lists  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  recommended  by  them 
for  use  in  our  Methodist  Church 
libraries  contain  a  wide  variety  of 
books  and  subjects,  including  good 
fiction,  fiction  found  in  our  church 
libraries  has  been  carefully  review¬ 
ed  and'  is  worthy  of  being  read  by 
Christian  people.  The  Church  School 
Quarterly  lists  namep  of  good  books 
for  use  in  connection  with  church 
school  lessons.  Magazines  carry  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  good  books.  Some¬ 


times  the  pastor  will  recommend  a 
book.  At  a  Sunday  evening  service 
recently  our  pastor  based  his  ser¬ 
mon  on  a  story  taken  from  a  book 
he-  had  read,  “Your  Prayers  are 
Answered”  by  Lake.  The  next  week* 
a  copy  of  the  book  was  presented 
to  our  library  in  memory  of  a  loved 
one. 

At  the  Council  of  Church  Librar¬ 
ians  last  month,  the  subject  of  re¬ 
calling  over-due  books  was  brought 
up  as  a  major  problem.  The  public 
library  imposes  a  2c  penalty  per 
day  on  over-due  books  and  most 
church  libraries  use  this  system. 
For  some  reason,  many  church  mem¬ 
bers  become  incensed  when  asked 
to  return  an  over-due  book  yet  pay 
a  fine  at  the  public  library  without 
a  murmur.  One  church  librarian  re¬ 
lated  that  a  prominent  church  mem¬ 
ber  became  very  indignant  when 
she  attempted  to  collect  a  fine.  “I’ll 
have  you  know,”  the  church  mem¬ 
ber  flaunted,  “I  am  a  member  of 
this  church  and  will  keep  this  book 
as  long  as  I  want  it.”  It  is  a  common 
practice  of  church  membership  to 
borrow  a  book  without  checking  it 
out.  Sometimes  the  book  is  returned 
with  some  blithe  excuse  for  having 
kept  it  so  long,  the  offender  appar¬ 
ently  unconscious  that  he  broke  the 
library  rules  when  he  took  it  with¬ 
out  checking  it  out  in  the  first  place. 
Sometimes  it  isn’t  ever  returned. 
With  no  record  to  indicate  who  has 
the  book,  what  cam  the  librarian 
do? 

We  must  work  harder  to  keep 
patrons  informed  about  new  books 
and  encourage  their  regular  use.  By 
soliciting  the  aid  of  our  pastors,  de¬ 
partment  heads,  teachers  and  work¬ 
ers,  much  can  be  accomplished. 

Another  question  is  “How  do  you 
encourage  circulation?”  The  answer 
is:  by  having  interesting  books  on 
the  shelves  and  advertising  them.  A 
person  seeking  knowledge  naturally 
gravitates  to  a  book.  There  is  a 
larger  number  of  children  than 
adults,  naturally  more  children  read 
books  than  do  adults.  It  is  true  that 
children’s  books  often  come  back 
torn  and  mistreated  but  better  that 
a  child  have  an  association  with 
books  and  mistreat  them,  than  not 
to  become  acquainted  at  all;  a  child 
learns  to  handle  books  carefully  by 
handling  them.  The  time  to  start 
reading  to  a  child  is  as  soon  as  it 
can  hear.  When  a  child  is  old 
enough  to  turn  the  pages  of  a  book, 
it  is  old  enough  to  enjoy  that  book 
alone. 

A  question  asked  now  and  then 
is:  “Do  you  get  paid  for  doing  this 
library  work?  The  answer  is  “Yes”. 
A  young  lady  walked  Into  the  li¬ 
brary  of  my  church  a  Sunday  or  so 
ago  —  looked  around  at  the  shelves 
of  ,books  and  stated:  “I  just  love 
this  place,  it  is  just  like  Heaven  to 
me.”  There  was  my  pay,  all  wrap¬ 
ped  up,  pay  which  can  never  be 
totally  spent. 

Judging  by  the  numbers  of  con¬ 
scientious  girls  and  boys  who  joy¬ 
fully  pa'tronize  our  church  libraries 
TO-DAY,  we  can  indeed  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  church  library  of  our 
dreams,  TOMORROW. 


*  Mrs.  Spierling  is -librarian  for  the 
Henderson  Methodist  Church,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


MISS  GERALDINE  HUNT,  rural  mission 
worker  in  Tennessee,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  Sunday 
evening,  August  26,  where  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett 
is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  T.  GARRETT,  pastor  of  the  Chatham 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  at  the 
Antioch  Methodist  Church,  August  13-18,  on  the 
Eros-Antioch  Charge,  where  Rev.  Leon  Marsalis 
is  pastor. 

TWENTY-FOUR  young  people  of  the  David 
Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie, 
received  credit  for  the  study  course,  “A  Study  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship”,  taught  by  Rev. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon,  pastor  of  the  Live  Oak  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Watson. 

REV.  H.  M.  LAW,  pastor  of  the  Pelican  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  for  a  re¬ 
vival  held  at  the  Bayou  Scie  Methodist  Church, 
on  the  Zwolle  Charge,  August  27-31.  Jimmy  A. 
Tyler  was  song  leader  for  the  services.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Lawton  is  pastor. 

\ 

REV.  ROLAND  FRIEDRICH,  pastor  of  the  Lis¬ 
bon  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher 
for  revival  services  held  at  the  Summerfield 
Methodist  Church,  on  the  Alabama-Summerfield 
Charge,  August  13-18,  where  Rev.  H.  B.  Cram¬ 
mer  is  pastor.  , 

REV.  W.  D.  MILTON,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  West  Monroe,  was  guest 
preacher  at  the  annual  revival  services  held  at 
the  Wilhite  Methodist  Church  of  Downsville, 
August  20-24.  He  was  assisted  by  the  pastor  of 
the  church,  Rev.  Bob  Hearne. 

REV.  FRANK  STAGE,  JR.,  pastor  of  the  Elton 
Methodist  Church  was  guest  preacher  for 
revival  services  held  at  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church  in  Natchitoches,  August  19-26.  After 
the  morning  service  August  26  a  basket/  dinner 
was  served.  Rev.  Claude  O.  Hall  is  pastor. 

DR.  W.  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  guest 
preacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Sunday,  August  19,  where  Rev.  Fred  S. 
Flurry  is  pastor.  Dr.  Trice  gave  a  report  on  the 
General  Conference. 

JAMES  FOMBY,  Alexandria  District  Lay  Lead¬ 
er  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  morning  service  at  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  Sunday,  August  26. 
Judge  George  M.  Foote  spoke  at  the  evening 
service.  Rev.  O.  W.  Spinks  is  pastor. 

REV.  GEORGE  PEARCE,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  was  preach¬ 
er  for  the  revival  services  held  at  the  Zwolle 
Methodist  Church  August  19-24.  Rev.  M.  C. 
Cady,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Methodist  Church, 
led  the  singing.  -Rev.  James  W.  Lawton  is  pastor 
at  Zwolle. 

REV.  ROY  GRANT,’’  pastor  of  the  Ringgold 
Methodist  Church,  preached  at  revival  serv¬ 
ices  held  at  the  Wesley  'Methodist  Church,  on 
the  Harmony  Chapel-Wesley  Charge,  August  19- 
26.  Rev.  Paul  Cassels,  pastor  of  the  Shongaloo 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  song  director.  Rev. 
T.  T.  Lowe  is  pastor. 

Dr'.  BEN  R.  OLIPHINT,  pastor  of  the  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  was  preacher  for 
revival  services  held  August  19-25  at  the  Gray¬ 
son  Methodist  Church.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Norman 
F.  Simmons  preached  at  morning  devotional 
services  daily  at  7:00  a.m.,  and  also  led  the  sing¬ 
ing  for  the  night  services. 

m 

DR.  EUGENE  SLATER,  pastor  of  the  Polk 
Street  Methodist  Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas, 
was  speaker  at  the  Lions  Club  meeting  held  in 
Minden  August  9.  Dr.  Slater,  formerly  of  Sibley, 
stressed  the  need  for  all  Christians  to  unite  on 
common  ground  rather  than  to  stand  apart  on 
their  differences. 


SEPTEMBER  30  has  been  declared  Walter 
Rhodes  Sunday  at  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe.  This  date  will  mark  20  years  of  service 
as  Church  School  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for 
Mr.  Rhodes.  There  has  been  an  attendance  goal 
of  500  set  for  the  day.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is 
pastor. 

THE  RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  project 
is  receiving  a  check  monthly  from  the  Cedar 
Grove  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  in  the 
amount  of  $42.00.  Southside  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  is  also  sending  a  check  each  month.  The 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the  Haas  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  has  sent  a  gift  of 
$80.00. 

REV.  C.  W.  BENNETT,  pastor  of  the  Luling- 
St.  John  Methodist  Churches,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  speaker  at  a  formal  opening  of  a  new 
unit  of  the  Patterson  Methodist  Church,  on  the 
Berwick-Patterson  Charge,  Sunday  afternoon, 
July  29.  The  building  constructed  of  concrete 
tile,  will  be  used  as  the  educational  building. 
Rev.  Harlan  M.  Guillot  is  pastor. 

DR.  JIM  POMEROY,  who  has  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  India  where  he  was  a  Medical 
Missionary  for  five  years,  was  guest  preacher  at 
the  Jennings  Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  August 
26.  September  2  he  preached  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  where  he  told  of  his  work 
as  a  thoracic  surgeon  at  the  Clara  Swain  Hospital 
in  Bareilly,  India. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  M.  POOLE  announce 
the  birth  of  a  son,  Martin  Collier  Poole, 
born  August  28.  His  maternal  grandparents  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  C.  Strickland  of  Monroe.  His 
paternal  grandparents  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  ,W. 
Poole  of  New  Orleans.  The  Rev.  James  M. 
Poole  is  pastor  of  the  Oak  Ridge  Methodist 
Church. 

REV.  BYRL  .MORELAND,  pastor  of  Asbury 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  was  guest 
preacher  for  a  revival  held  at  the  Jonesboro 
Methodist  Church,  August  19-25.  He  was  assisted 
by  Rev.  Janies  C.  Skinner,  pastor  of  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  Methodist  Church.  The  revival  was 
sponsored  by  the  young  people  of  the  church, 
who  chose  as  their  theme:  “For  Me  to  Live  is 
Christ”.  Rev.  G.  W.  Dameron  is  pastor. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  B.  R.  LUHN,  5511  Truett  Street, 
Houston,  Texas,  announce  the  approaching 
marriage  of  his  sister,  Miss  Paula  Luhn,  to  Rev. 
W.  H.  Bengtson,  pastor  at  Winnsboro,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  8  o’clock  in  the  evening  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Sealy,  Texas,  Rev.  A.  E. 
Williams,  minister  of  the  church,  and  Rev.  R.  W. 
Bengtson  of  Morgan  City  officiating.  Relatives 
and  friends  are  invited  through  this  medium. 

1/ISITING  PREACHERS  at  the  Live  Oak  Meth- 
\  odist  Church,  Watson,  are:  Sunday,  Septem¬ 
ber  2,  Rev.  Fred  Schwendimann,  pastor  of  the 
Denham  Springs  Methodist  Churcn,  at  the  8:30 
a.m.  service.  Rev.  T.  D.  Lipscomb,  pastor  of  the 
New  Roads  Methodist  Church,  at  the  7:30  p.m. 
service.  Sunday,  September  9,  George  Hess, 
member  of  the  church,  and  a  student  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  will  preach  at  both  services. 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

AIR-CONDITIONING  and  a  nursery  have  re¬ 
cently  been  added  at  the  Zachary  Methodist 
Church  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
congregation.  Rev.  James  W.  Ailor,  pastor,  said 
the  sanctuary  is  now  cooled  by  four  window 
units  as  a  temporary  measure,  until  a  larger 
unit  can  be  permanently  installed  as  a  part  of 
the  church’s  building  program.  The  program  also 
includes  an  educational  building,  in  which  the 
window  units  will  be  used  later.  The  nursery 
was  arranged  in  the  children’s  building. 

JAMES  F.  BLAIR,  Nashville,  has  been  elected 
assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education.  He  will  assist  Dr.  Chester  W. 
Loughlin,  who  was  re-elected  treasurer  to  serve 
until  his  retirement  January  1,  1957.  At  that 
time,  Mr.  Blair  will  succeed  Mr.  Loughlin  as 


treasurer  of  the  board.  Since  October,  1953,  Mr. 
Blair  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  board’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Educational  Institutions  as  business  man¬ 
agement  consultant.  More  recently  he  was  named 
business  manager  of  the  board. 

REV.  GEORGE  W.  HARBUCK,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport 
is  looking  for  a  Director  of  Education  for  his 
church.  He  prefers  someone  with  experience 
but  would  be  willing  to  take  a  young  preacher  on 
trial  basis.  Preference  would  be  given  to  some 
young  married  man  or  any  qualified  Director  of 
Education.  The  church  has  a  membership  of 
2,200  and  has  just  completed  a  new  educational 
building.  Interested  persons  should  contact  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Harbuck. 

C.  E.  MUNDEN,  of  New  Orleans,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Metairie  Methodist  Church, 
August  14.  Mr.  Munden  was  selected  as  one  of 
ten  outstanding  seminary  students  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  go  on  its  annual  tour  of  Meth¬ 
odist  institutions.  The  tour  is  conducted  so  that 
prospective  ministers  can  obtain  some  idea  of 
what  the  church  is  doing.  He  was  elected  this 
past  spring  to  be  president  of  the  student  body 
of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU.  Rev. 
John  Winn.is  pastor  at  the  Metairie  Church. 

DR.  WYATT  AIKEN  SMART,  Professor  Emer¬ 
itus  of  Biblical  Theology  in  Emory’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  was  guest  preacher  for  a 
week  of  services  held  at  the  Munholland  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  August  19- 
26.  Dr.  Smart,  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Emory  University  School  of  Theology  since  its 
establishment  in  1914,  retired  in  September,  1952. 
He  served  as  university  chaplain  and  associate 
dean  of  the  School  of  Theology  in  addition  to 
teaching.  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

\ 

DR.  JOHN  PAUL,  evangelist  in  the  Methodist 
Church  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference, 
preached  at  revival  services  held  in  the  Mt. 
Nebo  Methodist  Church,  August  15-26.  Mt.  Nebo 
is  on  the  Downsville  Charge,  which  is  composed 
of  Downsville,  Bethel  and  Mt.  Nebo.  Ben  Under¬ 
wood  was  in  charge  of  special  music.  Dr.  Paul 
is  a  native  Louisianian,  and  has  held  pastorates 
in  Texas,  Mississippi,  and  South  Carolina.  He 
was  president  of  Taylor  University  in  Indiana 
for  several  years.  Rev.  Isaac  A.  Patton  is  pastor 
on  the  Downsville  Charge. 

A  GROUP  of  foreign  students  and  their  leaders, 
on  tour  of  the  United  States,  were  guests  of 
the  Munholland  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
August  16-20.  The  members  of  the  church  pro¬ 
vided  homes  for  the  group,  and  arranged  sight¬ 
seeing  tours.  The  tour  is  sponsored  by  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  World  Travel  Exchange,  Inc.  The 
group  has  toured  the  Eastern  seaboard,  the 
Middle  West,  Pacific  Northwest,  California, 
Grand  Canyon  and  Texas.  They  arrived  in  New 
Orleans  from  Houston,  and  left  there  to  go  to 
Florence,  Alabama.  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  is  pastor 
of  Munholland  Memorial  Church.  * 

RECORDS  of  perfect  Sunday  School  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Slaughter  Methodist  Church  have 
been  made  as  follows:  Two  years,  John  Beau¬ 
champ  and  Jerry  Beauchamp;  two  years  and  six 
months,  Julia  McKey;  three  years,  Wayne  Stott 
and  Nine  Louise  Davis;  five  years,  Jim  Davis 
and  Eileen  Stott;  five  years  and  three  months, 
Linda  Stafford,  Brenda  Stafford,  and  Reavis 
Eubanks;  five  years  and  nine  months,  Claudia 
Eubanks  and  Winiefred  Stott.  J.  M.  Jones  is 
the  church  school  superintendent  at  the  Slaugh' 
ter  Methodist  Church  and  Rev.  G.  H.  Corry  is 
the  pastor. 

NATIONAL  METHODIST  scholarships,  which 
cover  tuition  and  fees  up  to  $400,  have  been 
awarded  to  two  Centenary  College  sophomores 
for  the  coming  year.  Winners  are  Miss  Billye 
Claire  Justice,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Barr  Justice  of  Waterproof,  and  Jackie  ^ 
Crain,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  O.  Crain  of  Mans¬ 
field.  They  are  among  5,000  students  who  have 
received  such  scholarships  since  the  program 
was  inaugurated  in  1945.  Funds  for  the  scholar' 
ship  program  are  received  from  local  church® 
of  the  Methodist  denomination  through  church' 
wide  offerings  on  Methodist  Student  Day,  ^ 
served  on  the  second  day  in  June. 
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New  Building 
For  McGowen 
Memorial 

A  new  educational  building  for 
the  McGowen  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Jeanerette  will  be 
erected  at  an  early  date,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  announcement  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  A.  M.  Martin. 

The  building  will  include  the 
pastor’s  office,  a  nursery,  Kinder¬ 
garten  and  Primary,  Intermediate, 
Youth  and  Adults  rooms  for  the 
Sunday  School.  Such  a  building 
will  provide  plan  material  in  such 
a  form  that  it  will  fit  the  local 
church  site  and  some  adaptation 
with  varying  shape.  There  will  be 
intercommunication  between  the 
annex  and  the  main  building. 

The  formal  dedication  of  the 
church  was  held  in  January  of 
1955  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
assisted  by  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton, 
district  superintendent  of  the  La¬ 
fayette  District. 


/ 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
NEWS 

David  V.  Middleton  Jr.,  a  teacher 
in  the  Linwood  Junior  High  School 
of  Shreveport  since  1951  and  cur¬ 
rently  spending  the  summer  as  park 
and  pool  supervisor  for  the  city 
recreation  department,  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  to  teach  college  algebra  in 
Centenary  College’s  evening  divi¬ 
sion  during  the  fall  semester.  He 
holds  a  BS  degree  from  Centenary 
and  a  Master  of  Education  degree 
from  Louisiana  State  University. 


OPELOUSAS  CHURCH  TO  CELEBRATE 
SESQI -CENTENNIAL 


SCHOLARSHIP 
AT  CENTENARY 

D.  J.  S.  Crouch  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
who  attended  Centenary  College  in 
1933-34,  has  established  an  endow¬ 
ed  scholarship  at  the  school  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  parents,  Dennis  E.  and 
Rosa  M.  Crouch.  He  made  an  initial 
contribution  of  $150  and  plans  to 
add  at  least  $200  per  year  to  the 
fund. 

One-half  the  initial  investment 
will  be  used  to  help  a  worthy  stu¬ 
dent  this  year,  and  the  remainder 
will  be  invested,  with  the  returns 
to  provide  for  larger  scholarships 
in  the  future. 


Joseph  E.  Gibson,  director  of  pre¬ 
admissions  for  •  Tulane  University 
and  Sophie  Newcomb  College,  New 
Orleans,  will  be  guest  Speaker  at 
the  annual  pre-registration  faculty 
conference  of  Centenary  College 
Sept.  7  and  8.  The  first  day’s  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  held  at  the  Methodist 
Camp  on  Caney  Lake,  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  day’s  events  will  take  place 
on  the  local  campus.  Gibson,  former 
president  of  Northwestern  State 
College,  Natchitoches,  will  discuss 
“The  Admissions  Program  at  Tu¬ 
lane  and  Newcomb”  during  the  first 
day’s  program.  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
president  of  Centenary,  will  give 
his  annual  message  to  the  faculty, 
and  Dean  Leroy  Vogel  will  intro¬ 
duce  new  faculty  members. 


Director  A.  C.  Voran  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Choir  will  have  a 
nucleus  of  28  young  singers  with 
which  to  start  his  singing  troupe 
in  September.  Meanwhile,  at  the 
annual  choir  camp  on  Lake  Bis- 
tineau,  which  will  extend  through 


Bastrop  Church  Choses  Name 


Congregation  at  Morning  Service 


The  new  church  which  was  re¬ 
cently  organized  in  Bastrop  has 
been  named  the  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

The  name  was  chosen  at  the 
close  of  special  services  which 
were  held  the  week  of  July  29  in 
the  American  Legion  Hall  with 
Dr.  B.  R.  Oliphint,  pastor  of  the 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe,  doing  the  preaching. 

On  August  5  at  the  morning 
worship  service  41  members  were 
received  into  the  church.  Rev. 
James  T.  Harris,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  preached.  The  charter 
membership  roll  will  remain  open 
until  September  16,  according  to 
announcement. 

The  congregation  is  meeting  in 
the  American  Legion  Hall  until 
such  a  time  as  a  new  building  is 
ready.  Contributions  are  being  re- 
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next  week,  he  will  be  faced  with 
the  task  of  integrating  21  new 
members,  both  psychologically  and 
musically,  into  the  choir.  The 
choir,  which  carries  a  full  com¬ 
plement  of  49  singers,  returned 
from  a  45-day  tour  of  the  Far 
East  several  weeks  ago  and  now 
must  prepare  for  its  annual  “Rhap¬ 
sody  in  View”  concert  in  Shreve¬ 
port  and  its  fall  concert  schedule. 


*LeRoy  Anspach,  who  will  serve 
as  director  of  the  School  of  Music 
at  Centenary  College  during  the 
next  year,  is  making  plans  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  piano  recital  for  all  faculty 
members  and  their  guests  this  fall 
by  way  of  official  introduction. 
Anspach,  active  in  the  Methodist 
church  program  in  Topeka,  Kans., 
where  he  served  as  head  of  the 
piano  department  at  Washburn  Uni¬ 
versity  until  accepting  the  Centen¬ 
ary  appointment,  has  purchased  a 
home  at  182  Bruce  St.  in  Shreveport. 


Centenary  College’s  evening  divi¬ 
sion  and  the  Shreveport  chapter, 
Society  of  Louisiana  Certified  Pub¬ 
lic  Accountants,  are  joining  forces 
to  sponsor  a  special  course  designed 
to  prepare  candidates  for  the  CPA 
examinations.  Edgar  E.  Burks  is  di¬ 
rector  of  the  evening  division,  and 
Dwight  Saur  is  president  of  the 
local  chapter.  Teachers  will  be 
drawn  from  the  chapter’s  member¬ 
ship.  The  course  will  be  offered  in 
the  evening  and  will  meet  from  7 
to  10  p.m.  each  Tuesday. 


ceived  for  the  Building  Fund  and 
an  architect  will  soon  be  selected 
to  draw  plans  for  a  new  building. 
The  Building  Committee,  which  is 
composed  of  A.  S.  McMeans,  Jr., 
chairman,  Mrs.  Thomas  Knight, 
secretary,  J.  W.  Berry,  Mrs.  John 
Jones,  Jr.,  and  James  McCormack, 
is  meeting  regularly  each  week 
making  plans.  The  church  has  ac¬ 
quired  a  site  just  west  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  Hall  in  which  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  meeting  until  the 
church  is  built. 

In  the  picture  above  is  shown 
the  congregation  of  August  5  when 
the  large  class  of  members  was 
received.  Standing  with  his  back 
to  the  camera  is  Rev.  James  T. 
Harris. 

The  church  now  has  a  member¬ 
ship  of  45  and  has  12  members  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  1000 
Club. 


Wisner  Choir 
Elects  Officers 

.  The  choir  of  the  Wisner  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  elected  officers  on 
Tuesday  evening,  August  13,  at  a 
supper  given  in  the  backyard  of 
the  A.  J.  Ensminger  home. 

The  following  officers  were 
elected:  William  J.  Sheffield,  pres¬ 
ident;  Mrs.  W.  D.  Goodman,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Alice  Stephens, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Mrs.  D.  R. 
Knight,  assisted  by  Miss  Jane 
Warner  and  Miss  Lynn  Knotts, 
will  be  in  charge  of  social  affairs, 
Miss  Alice  Ruth  Herrington  and 
Miss  Melba  Chapman,  will  be  or¬ 
ganists  and  Mrs.'  A.  J.  Ensminger 
and  Mrs.  E.  O.  Cannon  will  be 
property  custodians.  Miss  Dorothy 
Roach  was  elected  choir  director. 


The  Louisiana  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Opelousas  will 
celebrate  its  sesqui-centennial  and 
the  coming  of  Methodism  to  Louis¬ 
iana,  during  the  week  of  Septemb¬ 
er  16-23.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
will  preach  on  Sunday,  September 
23,  at  the  11:00  a.  m.  service  and 
dedicate  the  educational  building. 
Following  is  a  general  outline  of 
the  program  for  the  week: 

Sunday,  September  16th,  7:30 

p.m.  will  be  District  Superinten- 
ents’  Night  at  which  time  tribute 
will  be  paid  to  all  who  have  served 
as  district  superintendents  of  the 
districts  of  which  the  Opelousas 
Church  has  been  a  part  as  well  as 
the  present  district  superintend¬ 
ents  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lafayette  District, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

Monday  night  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  Family  Night  and  the  even¬ 
ing  program  will  begin  with  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  in  Fellowship 
Hall  of  the  educational  building  at 
7:00  p.  m.  A  service  will  then  be 
held  in  the  sanctuary  when  in¬ 
dividuals  and  families  who  have 
been  members  of  the  Opelousas 
Church  for  25  years  or  longer  will 
be  honored.  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Lake 
Charles  district  superintendent, 
will  be  the  speaker. 

Tuesday  night  will  be  Methodist 
Music  Night.  The  history  of  the 
development  and  use  of  hymns  by 
Methodists  through  the  years  will 
be  depicted  by  organ  music  and 
congregational  singing.  Rev.  Clyde 
Shaw,  pastor  of  the  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Alexander,  will 
be  the  guest  organist.  The  service 
will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

On  Wednesday  night  at  7:30  a 
pageant  will  be  staged,  depicting 
the  history  of  the  Opelousas 
Church  and  early  Methodism  in 
Louisiana. 

Thursday  night  will  be  Re-dedi¬ 
cation  Night.  Members  of  the  local 
church  will  be  asked  to  re-dedicate 
themselves  to  Christ  and  the 
Church  at  this  service.  Rev.  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  pastor  of  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston,  will  speak. 

Friday  night  will  be  Former 
Pastors’  Night  at  which  time  all 
those  who  have  served  as  pastors 
of  the  church  will  be  honored.  Rev. 
S.  L.  Riggs,  retired  minister  and 
senior  member  of  the  living  form¬ 
er  pastors,  will  preach  at  the  ser¬ 
vice  which  begins  at  7:30  p.  m. 

Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 
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ROBINS  IN  THE  MAPLE  TREE 

By  Hazel  Higbee  Waterman 


IT  was  recess.  His  feet  scuffling 
the  gravel,  Tim  walked  slowly 
across  the  schoolyard.  He’d 
been  in  this  school  a  whole 
week,  but  he  still  didn’t  like  his 
classmates  any  better  than  he  had 
the  first  day. 

He’d  told  them  about  the  big 
school  which  he  had  attended  in 
Chicago — with  its  gymnasium,  base¬ 
ball  diamond  and  swimming  pool, 
but  the  boys  and  girls  didn’t  seem 
much  interested.  Just  a  bunch  of 
hicks,  he  thought. 

Suddenly  Tim  noticed  something 
brown  flash  across  the  yard  and 
light  on  one  of  the  lower  limbs  of 
the  big  maple.  It  was  that  old  bird 
he’d  heard  his  whole  class  talking 
about,  he  guessed.  He  hadn’t  paid 
any  attention — it  was  just  another 
bird. 

Well,  the  thing  to  do  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  bird’s  dirty  nest.  In 
Chicago  the  janitor  of  the  apart¬ 
ment  building,  where  his  family 
used  to  live,  always  knocked  down 
sparrows’  nests.  Tim  hurried  to  the 
basement  and  hunted  around  until 
he  found  a  rake  that  belonged  to  the 
school.  It  wouldn’t  be  too  hard 
to  knock  the  nest  down.  He  went 
back  to  the  tree.  He  measured — 
the  rake  would  just  reach  the  nest. 

“Tim,  stop.”  There  was  excited 
screaming  behind  him.  “What  do 
you  think  you’re  doing?” 

Tim  looked  over  his  shoulder. 
The  entire  fourth  grade,  it  seemed, 
was  rushing  in  his  direction:  “Just 
getting  that  old  sparrows’  nest 
down,”  he  replied. 

“But  that  isn’t  a  sparrows’  nest. 
It’s  a  robins’  nest.” 

“Our  pet  robins.” 

“We  saw  them  build  that  nest — 
and  watched  the  mother  sit  on  her 
eggs.” 

“Don’t  you  dare  touch  it!”  Bobby 
doubled  up  his  fists. 

Kathy  was  crying.  “And  now 
she’s  got  babies,  and  we’ve  watched 
the  big  robins  bringing  them 
worms.” 

“Don’t  you  know,  any  better?” 
Bobby  stuck  out  his  chin.  “Aren’t 
there  any  birds  in  Chicago?  That’s 
whefe  you  came  from,  isn’t  it?” 

“Yeah,  lots  of  sparrows.  The 
janitor  was  always  knocking  their 
nests  off  the  roof  of  our  apartment 
building.  What’s  different  about 
your  old  robins,  anyhow?” 

“Well,  these  two  are  something 
pretty  super.  They’re  almost  like 
a  part  of  our  room  here  in  school.” 

“Just  .a  couple  of  birds.”  Tim 
shoved  back  his  cap. 

“Couple  of  birds  —  nothing!” 
Bobby  took  a  step  forward.  “Please 
let  these  birds  alone — and  sparrows 
too.” 

After  school,  Tim  walked  slowly 
home.  All  this  trouble  on  ac¬ 
count.  of  a  couple  of  crazy  birds. 
He  stuck  his  Tiands  down  deep  in 
his  pockets  and  hunched  his  shoul¬ 
ders.  A  mashed  tin  can  happened 
to  be  in  his  way,  and  he  kicked  it 


off  the  sidewalk  and  across  the 
street. 

Tim  lived  only  about  a  block 
from  the  school,  and  as  he  neared 
the  house  he  saw  Ming,  his  pet 
Siamese  cat  sitting  on  the  front 
porch. 

“Hi,  Ming,”  called  Tim.  When 
Ming  saw  who  it  was,  he  rushed 
down  the  steps  to  meet  Tim  and 
rubbed  back  and  forth  against  his 
ankles. 

Tim  picked  him  up.  “You’re  a 
good  guy,  Ming” — he  scratched  one 
of  the  Siamese’s  ears — “better  than 
the  old  alley  cats  in  this  dumb 
town.” 

For  the  next  few  days  things 
went  on  about  the  same.  Before 
and  after  school  and  at  recess,  the 
class  continued  to  watch  the  father 
and  mother  robins  taking  care  of 
their  babies. 

Tim  watched,  too — from  a  dis¬ 
tance  and  at  odd  times  when  the 
others  were  not  around.  ' 

Then  one  day  he  noticed  the  fath¬ 
er  robin  bringing  fat  worms  to 
the  mother  and  the  little  robins. 
“Something  pretty  super,”  Bobby 
had  said.  Tim  could  see  what  he 
meant.  “Kinda  smart,”  he  muttered 
to  himself,  “how  Mrs.  Robin  sits  on 
the  nest  to  keep  the  little  birds 
warm.  And  the  little  fellows  are 
funny  things— all  mouths.” 

That  was  the  day  that  Ming  came 


all  the  way  to  school- to  meet  him. 
Tim  turned  around  suddenly  and 
there  the  cat  was — almost  under 
the  big  maple  tree  with  the  robins’ 
nest.  Tim  picked  him  up  and  car¬ 
ried  him  home.  “You’d  better  stay 
right  here,  b9y.  You’ll  get  into 
trouble  with  those  birds.” 

Then  came  a  nice  warm  morning. 
The  parent  robins  were  teaching 
the  small  ones  to  fly.  Tim  was  at 
the  end  of  the  line  as  the  class  came 
into  the  school  building  after  re¬ 
cess.  Just  as  he  started  up  the 
steps,  he  saw  Ming  sneaking  up  to¬ 
ward  the  baby  birds,  which  were 
flopping  around  on  the  ground  un¬ 
der  the  tree. 

Cats  caught  birds.  Even  Siamese 
cats.  Tim  knew  that  much,  even  if 
he  did  come  from  a  big  city.  He’d 
warned  Ming  but — 

Tim  gave  a  lound  yell,  “Scat, 
scat,”  arid  dashed  but  of  line  toward 
the  tree.  Up  in  the  tree  the  big 
robins  were  protesting  for  all  they 
were  worth. 

Tim  sprinted  for  Ming.  And  he 
got  there  just  before  the  cat  poun¬ 
ced.  “Scat,”  he  yelled  again. 

Ming  scatted.  Tim  chased  him 
back  home,  pushed  him  inside,  and 
locked  the  screen  door. 

Tim  ran,  whistling,  back  to 
school.  No  old  cat’s  going  to  get  our 
birds,  /  he  assured  himself.  He 
hurried  up  the  steps  and  down  the 
hall  to  his  room;  then  grinning,  he 
threw  open  the  door.  His  class¬ 
mates  were  grinning  back  at  him. 


He  waved  at  them.  But  words 
wouldn’t  come  to  tell  them  how 
wonderful  he  felt.  He  waved  again, 
looking  around  the  room  at  Bobby, 
Kathy,  and  all  of  them.  Boy,  they 
sure  are  a  good  class. — Presbyterian 
Life. 


Rosemary  Is 
A  Helper 

“Mother,  I  want  something  to  do. 
It’s  going  to  be  a  long  time  before 
Bobby  and  Sallie  get  home  from 
school.”  ^ 

The  morning  had  been  so  long. 
Rosemary  was  only  five.  She  had 
played  with  her  dolls  and  the  little 
tea  set  which  Santa  Claus  had  left 
at  Christmas.  Now  she  wanted  to 
do  something  different. 

Mother  was  very  busy.  It  was 
the  day  she  gathered  up  the  laun¬ 
dry,  defrosted  the  refrigerator, 
straightened  up  the  house  and 
and  with  meals  to  prepare,  the  tele¬ 
phone  to  answer  and  other  things 
that  came  up  she  had  not  thought 
of,  she  had  no  time  to  devote  any 
attention  to  Rosamary. 

At  her  question  Mother  turned 
from  the  clothes  basket  where  she 
was  sorting  the  clothes. 

Needs  Helper 

“I  need  a  helper  very  badly,”  she 
said.  “You  know  Daddy  has  been 
working  building  some  cabinets  in 
the  kitchen.  He  has  to  work  on 
them  at  night  as  he  cannot  take  the 
time  off  from  his  job  during  the 
day.  Last  night  he  worked  so  late 
that  he  did  not  have  time  to  gather 
up  the  small  pieces  of  lumber  and 
blocks  he  had  sawed  off.  Why  not 
gather  them  up,  take  them  into  the 
basement  and  build  a  house  for  the 
dolls?” 

Rosemary  laughed  happily  and 
hurried  into  the  kitchen  where  she 
began  gathering  up  the  blocks  of 
wood  of  all  sizes  and  shapes.  Of 
course,  she  had  to  carry  a  few. at  a 
time.  > 

She  was  very  busy  as  she  laid  the 
blocks  to  make  a  house  in  which 
she  placed  the  dolls. 

Mother  was  very  pleased  to  find 
the  kitchen  free  of  blocks  and  to> 
see  Rosemary  so  happy. 

“Mother,  I  helped  you,  too,  didn’t 
I?  I  like  being  a  helper  and  I  am 
having  such  a  good  time,  too.” 

Mother  smiled.  The  blocks  .would 
be  good  for  many  pleasant  hours. 

Rosemary  had  another  thought, 
“Daddy  will  be  pleased  to  find  I 
helped,  won’t  he,  Mother?”  “He 
will  be  very  proud,”  said  Mother. 


FIRST  GRADER 

She  walks  with  dignity  today, 

Books  held  tightly  in  her  hand — 
School  has  now  become  her  world, 
Yet  older  folk  can’t  understand i 

She  doesn’t  need  their  tutoring  now. 
And  so  for  her  I  make  my  plea: 

Ask  no  questions  of  her  ways  .  .  . 
Just  walk  around  her  quietly. 

— May  Smith  White 


TIME  FOR  SCHOOL 

I’m  happy  about  so  many  things 
Like  the  sun,  then  rain  so  cool, 
Trees  and  brooks  and  friendly  folks 
And  time  to  start  to  school. 

I  cannot  read  or  write  at  all. 

You  say  I’m  in  a  fix? 

But  you  will  understand  it 
When  you  know  I’m  only  six. 

—A.  E.  W. 


i 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Jimmerson,  district 
president  of  the  Searcy  District, 
spoke  at  a  recent  re-organization¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Quitman.  .Mrs..  Don  Price  was 
elected  president. 

Since  that  time  the  Society  has 
held  one  regular  meeting  and  has 
been  the  guest  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Heber  Springs  Meth¬ 
odist  Chdrch.  The  group  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  a  fine  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  report  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  Varvil. 


The  Warren-Fordyce  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  Officers  Training  Day  was 
held  at  the  Thornton  Methodist 
Church  on  Wednesday,  July  25  at 
9:30  a.  m.  Mrs.  Jack  Thomason 
of  Hampton  presided. 

The  meeting  opened  with  the 
singing  of  “Jesus  Calls  Us,”  and 
Mrs.  Gerald  Wise  of  Thornton  led 
in  prayer. 

Mrs.  Louis  Wilson  Ederington, 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Warren,  introduced  Mrs.  Guy  C. 
Ames,  who  gave  a  devotional  mes¬ 
sage  on  Luke  5:4. 

Miss  Dorothy  Jo  Parham  sang  a 
solo,  accompanied  by  her  sister, 
Miss  Ruth  Ann  Parham. 

The  following  classes  for  study 
and  discussion  were  held:  Mrs: 
Jack  Thomason,  Secretaries  and 
Treasurers!  Mrs.  W.  W.  Haley,  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  and  Literature; 
Mrs.  Searcy  Harrell,  Status  of 
Women;  Mrs.  Watt  Childs,  Vice- 
presidents;  Mrs.  Booth  Hope,  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations;  Mrs.  John 
B.  Hefley  of  Crossett,  Children’s 
Work;  Mi's.  John  Valentine,  Stu¬ 
dent  and  Youth,  Presidents,  Sup¬ 
ply  and  Promotion  Secretaries. 

There  were  34  in  attendance. 


The  Seminar  for  the  Hope  Dis¬ 
trict  was  held  in  Texarkana,  Mon¬ 
day,  August  27,  in  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  churches  in  the  District 
were  well  represented  and  a  splen¬ 
did  program,  according  to  report, 
on  the  books  to  be  studied  in  the 
Woman’s  Society  during  the  year 
and  the  Quadrennial  Goals  were 
presented  by  Mrs.  Thelma  Harris, 
district  president. ,  i 

An  executive  meeting  was  held 
during  the  lunch  hour  and  a  sec¬ 
retary  of  Christtian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  was  elected  to  fill  the  office 
vacated  by  Miss  Robken.  Mrs. 
Weldon  Smith  of  Texarkana  was 
unanimously  elected. 


Miss  Mathys  Joins 
Mexico  Mission 

Miss  Marcella  Mathys,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Mathys, 
of  Muncie,  Indiana,  who  was  com¬ 
missioned  in  January  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  left  for  Mexico 
on  August  10. 

Miss  Mathys  will  spend  some  time 
observing  the  work  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  before  going  to  language 
school  in  Costa  Rica  prior  to  assum¬ 
ing  her  owri  missionary  duties  in 
Mexico. 

Although  her  church  affiliation 
has  always  been  Methodist,  Miss 
Mathys  taught  for  a  year  and  a 
half  in  a  Roman  Catholic  school  in 
Kokomo,  Indiana,  and  this  exper¬ 
ience  she  believes  will  be  valuable 
to  her  work  in  a  predominantly 
Catholic  country. 

A  summer  spent  at  a  Methodist 
student  work  camp  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  was  the  deciding 
factor  in  Miss  Mathys’  decision  to 
enter  full-time  missionary  service. 
Asked  why  she  requested  appoint¬ 
ment  to  Mexico,  Miss  Mathys  re¬ 
plied  that  she  “likes  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  people  and  hot  weather  —  the 
hotter  the  better.” 


DIVISION  ASKS  REVISION 
OF  IMMIGRATION  ACT 

The  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions  has  called  upon  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  re¬ 
vise  the  Immigration  and  National¬ 
ity  Act  of  1952  (the  McCarran-Wal- 
ter  Act)  so  as  to  remove  all  dis¬ 
criminatory  provisions  based  on 
race,  national  origin,  religion,  or 
sex,  and  to  place  emphasis  on  the 
contributions  immigrants  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  make  to  our  nation. 

“It  is  difficult  to  decide  upon 
the  most  distressing  feature  of  the 
McCarran-W  alter  Act,”  comments 
Mrs.  Clifford  A.  Bender,  Associate 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  of  the 
Woman’s  Division.  “Among  its  pro¬ 
vision  is  one  denying  to  naturalized 
citizens,  on  pain  of  losing  their  cit¬ 
izenship,  privileges  such  as  joining 
certain  organizations  granted  to 
native-born  citizens.  This  restric¬ 
tion  establishes,  in  effect,  a  ‘second- 
class’  citizenship.” 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 
By  Mary  Fowler 

When  Myrle  Louise  Patterson 
was  a  young  schoolgirl  in  Wyoming, 
Illinois,  her  mother  taught  her  to 
make  “Johnjny  Cake”  from  the  corn 
so  plentifurin  that  part  of  the  prair¬ 
ies  State.  Now  that  the  little  girl 
ls  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Aeschliman,  wife 
of  a  missionary  serving  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Southern  Rhodesia,  Africa, 
she  is  again  turning  her  childhood 
experience  to  help  the  village  wo¬ 
men  in  their  culinary  efforts.  Theirs 
Is  a  “corn  country”  and  “mealies” 
(corn  meal)  is  the  staple  food.  In 
her  classes  'among  .the  women,  Mrs. 
Aeschliman  has  shown  them*  how 
to  make  “Johnny  Cake,”  as  her 
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mother  did,  and  they  have  adapted 
the  oven  method  to  baking  over  an 
open  fire.  Mrs.  Aeschliman  has  been 
teaching  the  women  to  make  an 
appetizing  variety  of  foods  with  na¬ 
tive  materials  —  but  “Johnny  Cake” 
is  the  favorite. 


GOES  FROM  ALASKA  TO  JAPAN 


Miss  Marylin  Watson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  E.  Watson, 
of  Anchorage,  Alaska,  will  sail  in 
August  for  study  at  a  language 
school  in  Japan  before  beginning 
her  service  there  as  a  missionary 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions. 

A  native  of  the  State  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  Miss  Watson  attended  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Omaha  (Nebraska)  and 
North  Central  College,  Naperville, 
Illinois,  a  college  related  to  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  % 

She  says  that  she  has  been  con¬ 
sidering  misisonary  service  ever 
since  she  was  a  sophomore  in  high 
school  and  that  her  contacts' in  col¬ 
lege  strengthened  her  in  that  deter¬ 
mination,  although  she  taught  for 
two  years  after  graduation.  _ 

During  those  years  she  ‘was  in 
correspondence  with  the  mission 
boards  of  both  the  Evangelical  Uni¬ 
ted  Brethren  Church  and  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  While  in  college  she 
roomed  with  a  Japanese  girl,  and 
this  association,  she  says,  changed 
her  thinking  from  missionary  .  ser¬ 
vice  in  Africa  to  service  in  Japan. 
Consequently,  when  she  was  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  candidate  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Missions,  she  asked 
for  appointment  to  Japan. 


MISS  MARILYN  WATSON 

She  has  been  studying  at  Scarritt 
College  and  was  commissioned  as  a 
foreign  missionary  at  the  last  an¬ 
nual'  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  in  January  at  Buck  Hill  Falls, 
Pa. 

Miss  Watson’s  father  is  the  Terri¬ 
torial  climatologist  for  Alaska,  and 
she  says  that  “people  ask  the  weath¬ 
erman  the  craziest  questions!” 


FINANCIAL  REPORT,  LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 


First  Quarter — 1956-57 


RECEIPTS:  t 

Undirected  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $15,087.40 

W.S.G .  2,353.13 

Projects : 

W.S.C.S .  1,650.58 

W.S.G.  126.88 

Special  Memberships : 

W.S.C.S.”  . . .  285.00 

W.S.G .  50.00 

In  Remembrance  Gifts: 

W.S.C.S .  36.50 

W.S.G .  4.00 

Pledge  Credit: 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

Total  Pledge  Credit  . 

Youth  Funds  . $  2,226.80 

Children’s  Service  Funds  22.34 

Total  on  Appropriations . $21,842.63 

Cash  for  Supplies: 

W.S.C.S .  $  786.75 

W.S.G .  186.47 

Alcohol  Education  Funds  295.23 
Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Funds  .  '  377.25 

Student  Loan  Funds  .  5.00 

Miscellaneous  Funds  ....  38.30 

Total  W.S.C.S . 


$17,059.48 
..  2,534.01 
$19,593.49 


Total  on  Appropriations  .... 
Cash  for  Supply  Work, 

Foreign  . $ 

Home  . 

Insurance  on  Con¬ 
ference  Car  . 

Total  to  Division  . 

District  Cultivation 

Funds — Annual  . $  4 

Administrative  . 

Conf.  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions — W.  S.  C.  S.  and 

W.S.G . ■  2 

Jurisdiction  School  of 

Missions  . 

Ark-Okla  Cooperative 

Rural  Work  . 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Funds  . 

Alcohol  Education 

Funds  . 

Student  Loan  Funds  . 

Christian  Social 

Relations  Funds  . 

Miscellaneous  Funds  . 

Total  Disbursements  . 


. $19,350.00 


125.16 

988.19 

96.22 


$20,559.57 


200.00 

423.64 


,274.52 

336.42 

261.24 

218.91 

295.23 

5.00 


An  offensive  against  divorce  has 
been  organized  by  the  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  Church  Federation.  Known 
as  “Divorcees  Anonymous,”  the 
movement  seeks  to  bridge  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  estranged  couples 
before  they  go  to  court.  The  leader 
of  the  local  drive  is  a  well-known 
Rocky  River  woman,  now  happily 
remarried  after  a  painful  divorce. 
She  works  anonymously  and  with¬ 
out  pay;  and  is  known  simply  as 
Mrs.  L.  Explaining  the  purpose  of 
the  drive  and  its  methods,  Mrs.  L 
says  it  was  similar  to  “Alcoholics 
Anonymous.” 


$20,811.15 

Total  WSG  .  2,720.48 

Grand  Total  of  District 

Remittance  . . . $23,531.63 

Refunds  . $  69.33 

Jurisdiction  School  of 
Missions — Registra¬ 
tion  Fees  .  62.25 

Conference  School  of 

Missions  .  1,710.62 

Ark-Okla  Cooperative 

Rural  Work  .  189.68 

Love  Offering  W.S.C.S. 

— Aldersgate  Camp  ....  140.13 

Love  Offering  W.S.G. — 

Norene  Robken  .  80.52 

In  Remembrance  Gift — 

W.S.G .  4.10 

Grand  Total  . $25,788.26 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Pledge  to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S . $14,200.36 

W.S.G .  2,334.71 

Projects :  / 

W.S.C.S .  48.39 

W.S.G .  207.40 

Special  Memberships : 

W.S.C.S . 260.00 

W.S.G .  50.00 

Credit  on  Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . $14,508.75 

W.S.G .  2,592.11 

Total  Credit  on  Pledge  . $17,100.86 

Youth  Funds  . . $  2,226.80 

Children’s  Service  Funds  22.34 


113.00 

38.07 

. $28,725.60 


15,183.17 

$43,908.77 


Balance  August  10,  1956  . 

Total  Accounted  for  . 

Reported  spent  locally — $11,784.30 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Verhoeff, 
Conference  Treasurer 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS  * 

ARKADELPHIA  DISTRICT  —  Honorary 
Baby:  Elizabeth  Lee  Dodson,  First  Church, 
Hot  Springs.  Adult  Life :  Mrs.  Llewellyn 
L.  Brown,  Jr.,  First  Church,  Malvern: 
Miss  Maurice  Carter,  W.S.G.,  First 
Church,  Malvern. 

CAMDEN  DISTRICT—  Honorary  Baby: 
Sue  Ellen  Sanders,  Mary  Katherine  Mc- 
Kennon,  Martha  Lynn  Crumby,  Richard 
Steven  Marshall,  Jackson  Street  Church, 
Magnolia. 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT  —  Honorary 
Baby:  Sandra  Lee  Heiss,  Carlisle;  Sally 
Beth  Trotter,  Highland  Church,  Little 
Rock.  Adult  Life:  Mrs.  H.  H.  Kerr, 
Twenty-Eighth  Street  Church,  Little  Rock; 
Mrs.  Will  Hardke,  Hazen;  Mrs.  Edna 
Blackwell,  Geyer  Springs;  Mrs.  Presley 
Junkin,  Primrose;  Ella  IVIae  Medlin,  W. 
S.  G.,  First  Church,  Little  Rock. 

MONTICELLO  DISTRICT— Adult  Life : 
Mrs.  Earl  J.  Scott,  Hamburg;  Mrs.  H.  R. 
Sessions,  Lake  Village. 

PINE  BLUFF  DISTRICT  —  Honorary 
Baby:  Stephen  Curtis  Price,  Ray  Kendall, 
Karen  Sue  Simmons,  DeWitt;  James  Her¬ 
man  Fair,  Carr  Memorial,  Pine  Bluff. 
Honorary  Youth:  Ginger  Palmier,  First 
Church,  Pine  Bluff;  Miss  Rayanne  Heien, 
Lodge  Corners. 
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Christian  Education 
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PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Missionary  Materials 
;  For  Adults 

A  new  leaflet  is  available  for 
adults  who  want  to  be  informed 
about  the  missionary  work  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Southeast  Asia 
and  the  United  States. 

It  is  Missionary  Materials  for 
Adults  prepared  by  the  Joint  De¬ 
partment  of  Missionary  Education 
of  which  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Williams  is 
executive  secretary. 

The  leaflet  is  an  annotated  list  of 
materials  available  for  use  with  the 
study  of  the  two  missionary  themes 
for  1956-57,  “Southeast  Asia”  and 
“Mission  Field:  U.S.A.”  It  includes 
periodicals,  books,  plays,  and  maps. 

Missionary  Materials  for  Adults' 
(4401-B)  is  free  from  the  Service 
Department,  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 


BOOKS  FOR  PARENTS 

The  Department  of  the  Christian 
Family,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  prepares  annually  a  list  of 
books  for  parents.  The  list  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  leaflet  form  and  is  called 
Some  Good  Books  for  Parents. 

The  materials  in  this  bibliography 
are  classified  as  follows:  For  All 
Parents;  Understanding  Children; 
Understanding  Adolescents;  Wor¬ 
ship  Resources;  Fun;  Sex;  Prepara¬ 
tion  for  Marriage;  For  ministers  and 
Teachers;  Study  Units. 

Order  Some  Good  Books  for  Par¬ 
ents— 1956  (3097-B)  free  from  the 


Books  For 
Leaders 

(From  Children’s  Work  Bulletin) 

Act  It  Out,  Bernice  Wells  Carl¬ 
son.  1955  (AP).  166  pages.  Cloth, 
$2.00;  paper,  $1.35.  A  veritable 
treasure  house  of  ideas  for  sitnple 
dramatic  play  for  boys  and  girls. 
The  directions  are  clear  and  simple. 
Children  could  follow  them  with¬ 
out  adult  help.  Useful,  too,  for  all 
adult  leaders  of  children’s  groups. 
The  book  is  in  two  parts:  the  first 
tells  children  how  to  adt  out  games, 
stunts,  pantomimes,  plays;  the  sec¬ 
ond  explains  how  to  make  and  use 
different  kinds  of  puppets  and  mar¬ 
ionettes. 

Helping  Children  Get  Along  in 
School,  Bess  Goodykoontz  (SR).  50 
cents.  A  practical,  helpful  pamphlet 
for  parents  whose  children  are  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  start  to  school,  sug¬ 
gesting  ways  to  make  this  great 
transition  a  happy  and  satisfying 
one. 

Rearing  Children  of  Good  Will. 
The  National  Conference  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews,  381  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York  16,  New  York,  25  cents. 
A  study  and  discussion  guide  for 
parents  who  want  to  help  children 
grow  up  free  from  prejudice.  This 
is  not  a  new  piece  of  material,  but 
it  is  very  appropriate  in  these  times. 


Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 


Vacation  School  At  Center  Point  Church 


AW.-y.  v,  . 


Workers  in  the  school  are,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Lewis,  Mrs.  Da  e 
Chatham,  Mrs.  Alger  Harrison,  Mrs.  Thomas  Shaw,  Mrs.  Chester  Coleman, 
Mrs.  B.  A.  Wildber,  Miss  Pat  Greenwood. 


The  Wakefield  Methodist  Church 
on  the  Center  Point  Circuit  held  a 
Vacation  Church  School  beginning 
on  July  30  and  running  through  Au¬ 
gust  4.  There  was  an  enrollment  of 
35.  This  was  the  first  Vacation 
School  for  the  church. 

Courses  taught  were:  Kinder¬ 
garten,  “My  Family  and  My 
Friends”;  Primary,  “Love  One 
Another”;  Junior,  “Living  and 
Working  Together  as  Christians”; 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 

Miss  Sharp  Visits  Methodist  Camp 
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Intermediates  and  Seniors,  a  study 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
with  the  theme,  “Christ  Above  All.” 

Miss  Pat  Greenwood  of  Pine  Bluff 
was  director  of  the  school.  The 
pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  W.  C. 
Lewis,  says:  “Miss  Greenwood  di¬ 
rected  the  school  in  a  wonderful 
way.  She  won  the  hearts  of  ^both 
older  ones  and  children  alike.” 

The  school  ended  with  a  sharing 
program. 


VACATION  CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 

Pride  Valley 

A  Vacation  Church  School  was 
held  at  the  Pride  Valley  Methodist 
Church,  eight  miles  west  of  Little 
Rock,  the  week  of  August  6-10. 

Classes  were  held  for  Beginners, 
Primaries  and  Juniors.  There  was 
an  attendance  of  28,  including  the 
teachers. 

Workers  in  the  school  were  Mrs. 
M.  W.  York,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hovater, 
Jr.,  Mrs.  Jack  Ulmer,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Ray,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ray,  Jr. 

Each  day  refreshments  were 
served  by  one  or  mor4  women  of 
the  church.  Assisting  in  serving 
were  Mrs.  Roy  Hall,  Mrs.  Lesley 
Cypert,  Mrs.  M.  W.  York,  Mrs.  H. 

C.  Hovator,  Mrs.  Clarence  Ray,  Sr., 
Mrs.  Jack  Ulmer,  Mrs.  John  Pride, 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ra^,  Jr.— C.  Hootman, 
Lay  Leader. 

Wisner 

The  Wisner  Methodist  Church 
closed  one  of  its  most  successful 
Vacation  Church  Schools  last  week. 
There  was  a  total  enrollment  of  80 
students. 

Miss  Dorothy  Roach,  director  of 
music,  at  the  Wisner  High  School, 
had  charge  of  the  music,  assisted  by 
Miss  Alice  Ruth  Herrington,  organ- 

The  faculty  consisted  of  Mrs.  W. 

D.  Goodman,  principal,  Mrs.  Ethel 
Richie,  Mrs.  Ray  McManus,  Miss 
Florine  Compton,  Mrs.  Louie  Mae 
Herrington,  Mrs.  Lonnie  Roach,  Mrs. 
H.  A.  Cruce,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Knotts, 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Moore,  Jr.,  Miss  Lynn 
Knotts,  Mrs.  Billie  Shipp,  Mrs.  Joe 
Farley,  Mrs.  James  A.  Knight,  Mrs. 
Kirk  T.  Warner,  Miss  Helen  Glas¬ 
gow,  Miss  Hazel  Glasgow,  Mrs.  T. 
C.  McLaren  and  Mrs.  D.  R.  Knight. 
— A.  J.  Ensminger 

Tunica 

A  Vacation  School  was  held  at  the 
Tunica  Methodist  Church,  June  2 
through  June  8.  The  course  “The 
Living  Bible”  was  used  for  study. 

Around  75  childreif  were  enrolled. 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Alsup  was  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  school. 

Teachers  were  A.  D.  Wells,  Mrs. 


Shortly  after  Miss  Louise  Sharp 
assumed  her  duty  as  Conference 
Youth  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  she  visited  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Camp  at  Caney  Lake  near 
Minden,  Louisiana. 

Shown  in  the  picture  is  Rev. 
Henry  Blount,  director  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  Intermediate  Camp,  July  2-7, 
at  Caney  Lake  and  Miss  Sharp. 

She  was  the  guest  speaker  for 
one  of  the  camp  assemblies  and 
also  led  the  group  in  an  exploration 
trip. 


NEW  ADULT  CLASS 
ORGANIZED 

A  new  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class  was  recently  organized  for  the 
Grace  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston 
when  eleven  people  met  at  the  par¬ 
sonage  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Henry 
Blount. 

The  following  officers  were 
elected:  President,  Earl  Nugent; 
vice-president,  W.  H.  Howard;  sec¬ 
retary-treasurer,  Lonzo  Pierce,  and 
promotion  secretary,  Mrs.  Adele 
Nugent.  Hal  Barker  is  teacher  of 
the  class. 

Other  members  of  the  class  are 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Howard,  Mrs.  Lonzo 
Pierce,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Trus- 
sell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucius  McGehee 
and  Mrs.  Morgan  Peoples. 


Jeanne  Lenton  Tracy  has  written 
•a  fine  book  on  the  development  of 
teen  centers.  Though  it  is  written 
for  community  centers,  most  of  the 
book  can  be  adapted  for  church 
groups  interested  in  developing 
teen  centers. 

Fun  Incorporated,  The  Handbook 
for  Teen  Centers,  $2.50,  is  for 
churches  with  active  teen  centers, 
or  churches  contemplating  such  a 
program.  It  is  highly  recommended. 

—  Leisure,  Summer  1956. 
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Barnett,  Mrs.  Holland,  Mrs.  Jack 
Wells  and  Mrs.  Sullivan. 

A  demonstration  of  the  work  done 
was  given  at  the  Sunday  School 
hour. 

Refreshments  were  furnished  by 
members  and  friends. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Methodists  to  Expand  Men’s  Movement 


Chicago  (RNS)  —  Methodist  Men 
wiH  seek  a  total  membership  of 
one  million  laymen  during  the  next 
four  years. 

The  goal  was  approved  by  the 
jyfethodist  General  Board  of  Lay 
Activities  at  a  meeting  here.  The 
board  sponsors  the  men’s  program, 
in  which  nearly  500,000  are  now 


Adenauer  Welcomes 
American  Pilgrims 

Bonn,  Germany  (RNS)  —  West 
German  Chancellor  Konrad  Ade¬ 
nauer,  in  a  welcoming  message  to 
160  U.S.  Roman  Catholic  pilgrims, 
declared  that  “we  Germans  and 
Americans  venerate  the  same  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  in  private  and  public 
life.” 

“May  our  friendship,”  he  told  the 
group,  led  by  Archbishop  Richard 
j.  Cushing  of  Boston,  “serve  to  pro¬ 
tect  these  principles  and  thus  the 
cause  of  world  peace.” 

The  pilgrimage  .  to  Germany’s 
Catholic  shrines  was  organized  fol¬ 
lowing  an  invitation  extended  by 
Chancellor  Adenauer  when  he  met 
Archbishop  of  Cologne  and  heard 
of  the  Fulda  Bishop’s  Conference. 

Speaking  at  the  reception,  Arch¬ 
bishop  Cushing  said  the  pilgrimage 
had  been  organized  “as  a  personal 
tribute  to  the  government  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  West  Germany.” 

Lauding  the  German  people  as 
the  “hardest  working”  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  the  American  prelate 
said  the  pilgrimage  group  included 
people  from  all  social  layers  because 
“it  is  essential  for  creating  a  stable 
peace  that  the  common  men  of  all 
countries  meet  and  understand  each 
other.” 


Los  Angeles  (RNS)  —  An  official 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
said  here  that  most  children  have 
“long  since”  become  disillusioned 
about  the  entertainment  v?ilue  of 
church-produced  films. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  B.  Ferguson 
of  New  York,  director  of  films  for 
National  Council’s  Broadcasting  and 
Film  Commission,  said  that  the 
film  fare  offered  Sunday  school 
youngsters  is  “meager.”  He  spoke 
at  the  13  th  annual  international 
audio-visual  workshop  sponsored 
by  the  National  Council. 

“Since  most  children  see  pictures 
via  television  and  public  schools 
Until  they  run  out  of  their  ears  .  .  . 
*he  use  of  audio-visuals  in  the 
church  can  settle  down  to  the  task 

°f  getting  a  job  done,”  Mr.  Fergu¬ 
son  said. 

!  “This  means  sharper  tools,  close¬ 
ly  integrated  into  church  school 
lessons.  This,  in'  turn,  means  far 
uiore  copies  of  films  and  film  strips, 
smaller,  lighter  projectors  and  skill 
i11  using  materials  with  small  in¬ 
formal  groups.” 

f  ■Mf-  Ferguson  explained  that  the 
:audlo-visual  departments  of  the 
Various  denominations  generally 
are  a  part  of  the  promotional  de¬ 
partments,  a  situation  that  creates 

Problem  in  itself. 

...  As  a  result,  about  75%  of  the 

1  ms  made  have  dealt  with  subjects 
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enrolled. 

Other  goals  approved  by  the  41- 
member  board  were: 

Increasing  the  number  of  chart¬ 
ered  Methodist  Men’s  groups  from 
10,000  to  12,500. 

Adding  at  least  50,000  men  to 
church  rolls  each  year  on  profession 
of  faith. 

Training  40,000  certified  lay 
preachers  so  that  at  least  onb  ser¬ 
vice  can  be  held  each  Sunday  in 
every  Methodist  church. 

The  board  also  decided  to  urge 
Methodist  Men  to  enlist  500  young 
men  annually  for  the  ministry  and 
underwrite  the  cost  of  their  theo¬ 
logical  training  if  necessary. 

It  also  will  ask  local  men’s  groups 
to  provide  scholarships  for  200  na¬ 
tive  church  leaders  in  mission 
fields. 

Ray  H.  Nichols,  editor  of  the  Ver¬ 
non  (Tex.)  Daily  Record,  was  re¬ 
elected  to  his  fourth  consecutive 
term  as  board  president.  He  was 
first  elected  in  1944. 


Brevard,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  Methodist 
youth  leaders,  at  a  meeting  here, 
urged  the  federal  government  to 
spend  less  for  military  purposes  at 
home  and  abroad  and  more  for 
economic  aid  and  technical  assist¬ 
ance  programs. 

The  National  Conference  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  suggested  the  U.S. 
“make  concerted  efforts  toward  uni¬ 
versal  disarmament  and  peace 
wherever  possible  through  the 
United  Nations.” 

In  a  resolution  on  labor-manage- 


which  have  only  a  25%  interest 
range  in  the  local  church,”  he  said. 
“Commercial  firms  have  made  the 
other  75.%.” 

Mr.  Ferguson  criticized  church 
film  producers  for  failure  to  find 
a  format,  style  of  production  and  a 
length  best  suited  for  church  use. 


Report  Cardinal  Wyszynski 
Moved  In  Preparation  For  Release 

Londcfn  (RNS)  —  Polish  Roman 
Catholic  circles  here  said  they  had 
received  unconfirmed  reports  from 
underground  sources  in  Poland  that 
Stefan  Cardinal  Wyszynski  was  re¬ 
cently  moved  to  Warsaw  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  his  release. 

The  reports  said  the  liberation  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Primate  is 
planned  as  soon  as  the  government 
can  find  some  face-saving  formula 
for  this  action.  He  had  been  confined 
to  a  monastery  in  the  western  part 
of  Poland  and  barred  from  receiVing 
visits  except  from  members  of  his 
family. 

Cardinal  Wyszynski  was  arrested 
and  banished  from  his  See  of  Gniez- 
no  and  Warsaw  in  September,  1953. 
According  to  the  1956  Annuario 
Pontifico,  Vatican  yearbook,  both 
his  Auxiliary,  Bishop  Anton  Baran- 
iak,  and  the  Vicar  General  of  the 
archdiocese,  Bishop  Lucian  Ber- 
nacki,  are  detained  in  “an  unknown 
locality.” 


Signposts  Erected 
On  Biblical  Sites 

Tel  Aviv,  Israel  (RNS)  —  Three 
hundred  signposts  are  being  erected 
by  the  Israeli  government  to  mark 
B  i  b  1  i  c  a  1  and  historical  sites 
throughout  the  country. 

They  are  designed  to  aidAourists 
and  link  the  ancient  Kingdom  of 
Israel  with  the  modern  Israeli  state. 

The  markers  are  six  feet  high  and 
two  feet  wide  at  the  top,  narrow¬ 
ing  down  to  18  inches  at  the  bot¬ 
tom.  Lettering  in  English  and  He¬ 
brew  describes  the  historical  im¬ 
portance  of  each  site. 

First  to  go  up  was  a  sign  point¬ 
ing  out  Sodom  on  the  shore  of  the 
Dead  Sea  the  city  of  infamy.  An¬ 
other  was  erected  in  a  valley  along 
the  Jerusalem-Beersheba  highway 
marking  the  site  where  David  slew  - 
Goliath. 

Directing  the  project  is  Gen.  Yi- 
gael  Yadin,  Israeli  war  hero  and 
archaeologist.  He  is  chairman  of  a 
council  that  advises  the  government 
on  historical  -  archaeological  mat¬ 
ters. 


ment  relations,  the  delegates'  said 
the  “case  for  labor  organization 
should  be  heard  throughout  the 
country”  and  that  “the  working 
man  should  be  free  to  accept  or 
reject  unionization  according  to  the 
recognized  democratic  processes.” 

The  youths  opposed  the  “national 
origins’”  quotas  of  present  immigra¬ 
tion  laws  because  they  “restrict  im¬ 
migration  of  Orientals,  Negroes  and 
citizens  of  Eastern  European  coun¬ 
tries.” 

These  quotas,  the  resolution  said, 
“violate  our  belief  that  all  men  are 
created  equal  and  discriminate  by 
virtue  of  race  and  national  origin.” 

Libraries  should  be  allowed  to 
keep  books  on  Communism  and 
other  controversial  ideologies,  a 
resolution  on  civil  liberties  said.  It 
added  that  persons  should  not  be 
required  to  reveal  names  of  associ¬ 
ates  in  their  admittedly  Communist 
past. 

The  conference  called  for  the 
elimination  of  discrimination  in  stu¬ 
dent  housing  and  employment  on 
college  campuses  and  encouraged 
Methodist  educational  institutions 
and  hospitals  to  accept  students  and 
patients  without  regard  to  race,  col¬ 
or  or  creed. 


India  Bible  Society 
Reports  Gains 

Bangalore,  India  (RNS)  —  Some 
portion  of  the  Scriptures  now  ex¬ 
ists  in  the  tongues  used  by  98  per 
cent  of  India’s  population  —  from 
Abor  Miri  to  Zangskari  —  according 
to  the  annual  report  of  the  Bible 
Society  of  India,  Pakistan  and  Cey¬ 
lon. 

However,  it  pointed  out  that  the 
remaining  two  per  cent  constitute 
seven  million  people,  “approximate¬ 
ly  the  population  of  Australia  or 
half  that  of  Canada.” 

The  report  said  that  1955  had 
been  a  record  year,  with  “greater 
cooperation  from  the  churches,  in¬ 
creased  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
society,  the  largest  annual  circula¬ 
tion  of  Scriptures  since  1946,  and 
support  in  contributions  and  dona¬ 
tions  higher  than  ever  before.” 

An  increase  of  nearly  100,000  in 


Says  Children  Disillusioned  With 
Church-Produced  Films 


Methodist  Youth  Leaders  Ask 
Less  Military  Spending 
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New  Moscow  Map 
Lists  1 1  Churches 
In  City 

London  (RNS)  —  A  Soviet  ra¬ 
dio  broadcast  reported  that  a  new 
map  of  Moscow,  the  first  publish¬ 
ed  since  1936,  lists  “eleven 
churches  in  the  city.”  It  did  not 
specify  the  denominations  of  the 
churches  of  whether  they  are  all 
actually  used  for  worship. 

Moscow  has  a  population  of 
5,100,000  with  7,000,000  living  in 
the  Greater  Moscow  area,  accord¬ 
ing  to  latest  available  statistics. 

After  the  1917  Bolshevik  Rev¬ 
olution  the  majority  of  churches 
in  Moscow  and  other  Russian 
cities  became  “houses  of  culture,” 
libraries,  public  offices  or  build¬ 
ings  for  the  use  of  atheist  organi¬ 
zations  known  as  “societies  for 
the  dissemination  of  scientific 
knowledge.” 

There  were  about  460  churches 
in  Moscow  before  the  Revolution. 


Vatican  Circles 
Discount  Soviet  Move 

Vatican  City — (RNS)  —  Vatican 
circles  discounted  the  recent  trans¬ 
mission  of  a  disarmament  plea  by 
the  Supreme  Soviet  (parliament)  to 
the  Vatican  State  as  a  propaganda 
move  intended  to  create  confidence 
in  the  intentions  of  the  USSR  to¬ 
ward  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

They  also  labeled  it  another  indi¬ 
cation  that  the  Soviet  Union  is  try¬ 
ing  to  “monopolize”  the  world  peace 
movement. 

Otherwise,  no  particular  impor¬ 
tance  was  attached  here  to  the  de¬ 
livery  of  a  copy  of  the  Soviet  pro¬ 
posals  by  Dimitri  Pogidaiev,  Soviet 
charge  d’affaires  in  Rome,  to  Arch¬ 
bishop  Giuseppe  Fietta,  Papal  Nun¬ 
cio  to  Italy.  A  Moscow  Radio  broad¬ 
cast  had  described  the  incident  as 
marking  the  Soviet  Union’s  “first 
official  contact  with  the  Vatican. 

Vatican  officials  also  pointed  out 
that  this  was  the  first  occasion  that 
a  Russian  diplomatic  representative 
had  performed  any  act  of  courtesy 
toward  the  Papal  Nuncio.  They  said 
thal;  until  now  the  Nuncio  had  been 
consistently  ignored  by  the  Russia! 
eiqbassy  despite  his  position  as  dean 
of  the  diplomatic  corps  in  Rome. 

The  disarmament  appeal  was 
handed  to  Archbishop  Fietta  by  Mr. 
Pogidaiev  during  a  15-minute 
“courtesy  visit”  which  the  latter 
paid  to  the  Nuncio  on  Aug.  21. 

“At  the  end  of  the  visit,”  the 
Nuncio  said,  “The  Russian  diplomat 
asked  permission  to  hand  me  two 
documents.  I  was  obliged  to  answer 
that  it  is  not  usual  to  deliver  docu¬ 
ments  at  a  courtesy  meeting.  But, 
not  wanting  to  be  discourteous,  I 
accepted  them  in  any  case.” 


the  distribution  of  Bibles,  New 
Testaments  and  portions  during  the 
year  was  reported. 

Circulation  of  Bibles  rose  from 
49,817  to  77,652,  of  New  Testaments 
from  52,445  to  69,473,  and  of  smaller 
portions  from  738,538  to  793,400. 

The  society  drew  special  attention 
to  its  free  Scripture  gifts  to  high 
school  and  college  graduates.  Last 
year  11,150  graduates,  mostly  in 
Christian  institutions,  received  cop¬ 
ies  of  Gospels  and  Acts,  and  New 
Testaments  with  Psalms. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


,  "DRINKING  AND  CHRISTIAN  LIVING" 
- FALL  ACTION  PROJECTS 


Youth  Activities  Week 
At  Dermott 

Youth  Activities  Week  was  held 
at  the  Dermott  Methodist  Church 
the  week  of  August  5-10. 

The  week’s  program  was,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Sue  Hudson 
of  Magnolia  who  had  been  youth 
worker  at  the  Dermott  Methodist 
Church  during  the  summer  months. 
Miss  Hudson,  assisted  by  committees 
of  the  Dermott  youth  and  Miss  Hoff¬ 
man  and  Rev.  Norman  Totten,  Jr., 
of  Benton,  had  planned  a  full  and 
rich  program  for  the  week,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  pastor  of  the  Dermott 
Methodist  Church,  Rev.  A.  C.  Car- 
raway.  1 

'  The  Fellowship  Team  of  the 
McGehee  Sub-District,  composed  of 
Lina  Rice,  Tillar;  Mary  Wheeler 
Prewitt,  McGehee;  Mary  Ruth  Price, 
Dumas;  and  Annette  Crockett,  Der¬ 
mott,  was  in  charge  of  recreational 
activities  of  the  week.  Discussion 
groups  were  held  each  evening.  A 
discussion  group,  “Am  I  a  Chris¬ 
tian?”  was  led  by  Miss  Hoffman. 
Mr.  Totten  and  Miss  Hudson  led  the 
discussion  on  the  theme,  “Boy  and 
Girl  Relations.” 

During  the  week  supper  was  ser¬ 
ved  each  evening  by  various  groups 
of  the  church. 

On  Friday  evening  the  week 
reached  a  climax  in  a  twilight  de¬ 
votional  hour  at  the  roadside  park 
near  Lake  Village.  Box  lunches 
were  served  which  had  been  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  church.  After  supper,  a 
large  group  of  over  40  young  people 
gathered  around  a  bonfire  and  be¬ 
fore  a  banner  carrying  the  slogan, 
“Christ  Above  All.”  They  were  led 
in  a  worship  service  by  Miss  Lou- 
ella  Hoffman  of  Little  Rock  and 
Rev.  Norman  Totten,  Jr.,  of  Benton. 
Rev.  Joe  White  of  Little  Rock  also 
assisted  in  the  program.  Each  youth 
placed  a  small  paper  log  upon  which 
was  written  a  Christian  trait  upon 
the  fire,  stopped  and  uttered  a  brfef 
sentence  prayer. 

Miss  Sue  Hudson  bas  served  as 
youth  worker  at  the  Dermott  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  since  the  first  of  June. 
According  to  the  pastor  she  has  led 
in  a  splendid  program  of  varied  ac¬ 
tivities  for  the  young  people.  In 
addition  she  has.  directed  a  fun  and 
fellowship  hour  for  the  Primaries. 


JAMES  CHAPEL  HOST  TO 
LIVINGSTON  MYF 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
of  James  Chapel  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  District  was 
host  to  a  fish  supper  for  the  Living¬ 
ston  MYF  on  Wednesday  evening, 
August  15. 

A  total  of  58  attended  the  supper. 
A  worship  and  fellowship  period 
was  held. 

Rev.  John  C.  Bounds  is  pastor  of 
the  James  Chapel  Church.  —  Sally 
Hano. 


MT.  CARMEL  MYF 
REORGANIZED 

The  Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  was  re-organized  on  the 
night  of  August  19  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers  being  elected: 
President,  Bob  Housley;  vice- 


“The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  being  my 
helper,  I  commit  myself  to  the 
principle  and  practice  of  total  ab¬ 
stinence  from  alcoholic  beverages.” 

Thus  Methodist  youth  who  sign 
commitment  cards  on  commitment 
Sunday,  December  2,  will  pledge 
themselves  to  refrain  from  use  of 
beverage  alcohol;  many  will  renew 
a  former  commitment  as  a  part  of 
their  witness  to  Christian  living. 

Commitment  Sunday  will  climax 
the  Youth  Fall  Action  Project  for 
1956,  “Drinking  and  Christian  Liv¬ 
ing.”  The  Rev.  C.  Glenn  Mingledorff 
of  the  Youth  Department  staff,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  promoting  the  project,  with 
the  Board  of  Temperance  coopera¬ 
ting. 

Having  made  pledges,  Methodist 
youth  will  not  only  abstain  from  the 
use  of  beverage  alcohol;  they  will 
try  to  get  others  to  do  likewise. 

Activities  will  include  arranging 
trips  to:  city  traffic  court  to  hear 
drinking-driver  cases,  the  accident 
ward  of  a  city  hospital  for  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  superintendent,  the 
city  welfare  department,  the  city  or 
county  juvenile  court  judge. 

Then  they  will  write  letters  to 
magazines  and  papers,  protesting 
ads  .  in  some  and  commending  those 
that  do  not  carry  such  ads.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  same  procedure,  they  will 
write  to  radio  and  television  adver¬ 
tisers,  to  motion  picture  theaters, 
and  to  their  Congressmen  and 
Senators. 

They  will  buy  only  from  places 
where  alcoholic  beverages  are  not 
sold,  and  try  to  discourage  .or  to 
eliminate  the  sale  of  intoxicants  in 
grocery  stores  and  drugstores. 

A  packet  of  materials  on  the  Fall 
Action  Project  is  now  available  from 
the 'Service  Department,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee.  Price  25 
cents,  cash  with  order. 


New  Filmstrip 

Throughout  the  Methodist  Church 
a  new  filmstrip  wit'll  recorded  nar¬ 
ration  is  being  shown.  It  is  “Giving 
Unlimited,”  a  black-and-white  film¬ 
strip  designed  to  give  guidance  in 
promoting  the  Methodist ,  Youth 
Fund. 

The  filmstrip  is  being  used  in  lo¬ 
cal  church,  subdistrict,  district  and 
conference  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  councils;  in  workshops  on 
Christian  Outreach,  in  workshops  on 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fund,  and  in 
workshops  and  classes  for  adult 
wprkers  with  youth. 

Equipment  consists  of  a  filmstrip 
projector  and  turntable  for  33% 
microgroove;  length  of  time  con¬ 
sumed  is  approximately  six  min¬ 
utes. 

The  filmstrip  cannot  be  rented. 
Purchase  price,  including  the  re¬ 
cording,  is  $5.00.  Order  from  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Fund,  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee 


president,  Peggy  Hendrix;  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Ann  Collins;  report¬ 
er,  Dean  Roach  and  pianist,  Peggy 
Hendrix. 

Counselors  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 
L.  Findley,  Miss  Donna  Housley, 
Mrs.  '  Patsy  Williams  and  Russell 
Hendrix.  —  Dean  Roach. 


Chairmen  Of  Program  Areas  Of  The  MYF 


WITH  THE  SUB-DISTRICTS 
Polk  County 

The  Polk  County  Sub-District 
held  its  annual  picnic  Monday  af¬ 
ternoon,  August  6,  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fay  Barber  in  Mena. 
Softball  was  played  during  the  late 
afternoon  and  Gwenith  Williams 
led  in  group  singing.  Refreshments 
were  served,  prepared  by  the  spon¬ 
sors. 

A  worship  service  was  held  on 
the  lawn. 

The  next-  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  Wickes  Methodist  Church.  — 
Joyce  Deramus. 

Austin  / 

The  Austin  Sub-District  met  on 
Wednesday,  August  1,  with  88  pres¬ 
ent.  After  a  program  a  recreation 
period  was  held  and  refreshments 
served. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Mt.  Tabor.  —  Mary  Lou  Garnett. 

White  River 

A  swimming  party  was  held  at 
Bidwell  Point  for  the  July  meeting 
of  the  White  River  Sub-District. 

After  swimming  the  group  went 
up  on  the  hillside  overlooking  the 
lake  and  had  the  business  and  de¬ 
votional  meeting.  June  Moody  and 
Norris  Whitfield  of  Calico  Rock 
were  in  charge  of  the.  devotional 
service. 

Calico  Rock,  Cotter,  Yellville, 
Mountain  Home  and  Salem  were 
represented  at  the  meeting.  —  Car- 
mon  Ann  Estes.  \ 

Atkinson-Snelly 

The  Atkinson-Snelly  Sub-District 
met  on  August  20  at  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  at 
Bunkie. 

Frank  Fitzgerald,  president,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  meeting.  Frances 
Ford,  secretary,  read  the  minutes 
and  the  roll  call  showed  54  present. 

A  discussion  of  the  MYFund  was 
held. 

The  film,  “Far  From  Alone”  was 
shown,  followed  by  refreshments 
and  recreation.  —  Billie  Jon  Mul- 
hearn. 

W.  F.  Cooley 

The  W.  F.  Cooley  Sub-District 
held  a  planning  retreat  on  Monday, 
August  20,  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Russellville.  The  retreat 
was  originally  planned  to  be  held 
on  Petit  Jean,  but  because,  of  bad 
weather  the  place  of  meeting  was 
changed. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a 
devotional  period,  followed  by  dis¬ 
cussion  groups. 

After  lunch,  which  consisted  of 
sack  lunches  brought  by  the  young 
people,  the  calendar  for  the  year 
was  planned.  —  Glenna  Jo  Elliott. 


MYF  chairmen  for  the  five  areas 
play  an  important  part  in  the  church 
schools  of  Methodism. 

The  program  areas  are  Christian 
Faith,  Christian  Witness,  Christian 
Outreach,  Christian  Citizenship,  and 
Christian  Fellowship. 

The  work  as  chairman  includes: 

1.  Serving  as  resource  person. 

2.  Being  alert  to  needs  of  the 
group  and  opportunities  to  meet 
those  needs. 

3.  Working  with  short-term  com¬ 
mittees  which  are  appointed  for 
particular  units  or  projects. 

4.  Being  alert  for  program  sug¬ 
gestions  channeled  through  sub¬ 
district,  district  and  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

5.  Stimulating  the  council  and 
the  MYF  to  activities  and  projects 
that  are  included  in  the  concerns  of 
the  program  area. 

6.  Being  concerned  for  the  total 
program  of  the  MYF. 

The  Youth  Department  has  for 
free  distribution  a  leaflet,  My  Job 
in  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
(2379--B).  This  leaflet  defines  the 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  MYF  as 
well  as  those  of  the  program  chair¬ 
men  and  contains  in  addition  other 
useful  information.  Order  from 
Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

“Methodism  from  the  beginning 
has  sought  to  develop  an  effective 
system  of  Christian  education  in 
its  churches.  The  report  of  the 
Board  of  Education’s  Division  of 
the  Local  Church  indicates  the 
measure  of  its  success.  Losses  have 
been  tuned  into  gains.  Building 
and  equipment  to  cost  $225,000,000 
has  been  supplied  during  the  quad- 
rennium.  Every  phase  of  Christian 
education  has  been  studied  for  the 
purpose  of  improvement.  One  sixth 
of  the  total  number  of  Protestant 
students  receiving  religious  train¬ 
ing  are  enrolled  in  the  schools  of 
the  Methodist  churches,  and  more 
than  500,000  men  and  women  are 
giving  their  services  voluntarily  to 
provide  this  instruction.  The  con¬ 
ditions  have  been  met  which,  with 
larger  support,  assure  significant 
progress  in  the  coming  quadren- 
nium.” — From  the  Episcopal  Ad¬ 
dress,  1956  General  Conference. 


5,000  S' WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles.  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  eommlsslon. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndbls,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chloago,  5,  IH- 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 

"413  MAIN  STREET 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

» 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  anti  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Free** 

'  Locker* 

Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

“In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district ”  
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Obituaries  resolution 


HINTON — A  willing  heart,  winning 
ways,  and  friendly  outlook  were 
the  primary  components  in  the  per¬ 
sonality  of  Jim  Hinton,  who  was 
killed  in  an  accident  on  June  27, 
1956.  He  was  well  known  not  only 
to  the  members  of  Grace  Church  in 
Ruston,  Louisiana,  but  to  scores  of 
other  people. 

Jimmy’s  father,  Jim  V.  Hinton, 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board  of  the  Grace  Church,  1955- 
56,  and  also  the  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee. 

A  member  of  this  church  since 
March  18,  1951,  Jimmy  was  a  leader 
in  the  youth  groups.  He  served  as 
president  of  Grace’s  first  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  also  the  Senior 
Sunday  School  Class.  During  the 
church  year  of  1954-55,  he  served 
as  the  president  of  the  Ruston  East 
Sub-Distfict  of  the  MYF. 

Because  of  his  genuine  interest 
and  concern  for  other  people,  Jim¬ 
my  practically  never  met  a  stranger. 
He  had  friends  of  innumerable  na¬ 
tionalities. 

Jimmy’s  combination  of  keen 
mind  and  adept  body  was  a  perfect 
one  for  the  fulfillment  of  his  love 
for  the  out-of-doors  and  sports  of 
all  kinds.  He  was  a  skilled  swimmer 
and  a  letterman  in  football  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  other  activities. 

At  Louisiana  Tech,  young  Hinton 
was  an  honor  student  from  the 
School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  the 
freshman  class.  He  was  a  member 
of  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  social  frater¬ 
nity.  He  was  also  a  candidate  for 
sophomore  representative  to  the 
Student  Senate. 

Grace  Church  offers  their  prayers 
and  thoughts  to  the  entire  Hinton 
family.  Our  hope  and  faith  are  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  scripture: 

“They  shall  mount  up  with  wings 
as  eagles;  they  'shall  run,  and  not 
be  weary;  and  they  shall  walk,  and 
not  faint.”  (Isaiah  '41:31) 

—A  Friend 


Whereas,  the  death  of  Joseph  H. 
Courtney,  of  Bayou  Chicot,  Louisi¬ 
ana  on  June  10th,  1956,  has  caused 
a  great  loss  to  the  Bayou  Chicot 
Methodist  Church  and  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club,  and  considerable 
sorrow  not  only  to  his  immediate 
family  and  this  Club  but  to  the 
community  and  his  many  friends; 
and 

Whereas,  Brother  Courtney  has 
devoted  the  major  part  of  his  life 
to  the  Christian  duty,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  Bayou  Chicot  Methodist 
Church,  having  faithfully  served 
this  church  for  almost  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  as  a  trustee,  on  the  Board  of 
Stewards  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Men  since  its  beginning, 
and 

"Whereas,  he  not  only  gave  the 
church  the  benefit  of  his  time  and 
talents  but  found  the  time  to  be  a 
good  neighbor  and  a  good  citizen, 
and  observing  his  passing,  we  wish 
to  pay  tribute  to  his  memory  and 
his  accomplishments,™,  and  extend 
our  deepest  sympathy  to  his  family 
and  friends;  therefore; 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  this 
memorial  be  spread  upon  the  record 
of  this  club  and  that  Brother  Court¬ 
ney’s  family  be  advised  of  this. 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  Bayou 

Chicot  Vdethodist  Church,  Bayou 

Chicot,  Louisiana. 

Approved:  June  15th,  1956. 

By  Kent  Thompson 
M.  McGhee 
J.  E.  Compton 
R.  E.  Allen 

Committee  on  Resolution 


REDDITT — Bruce  Hampton  Redditt, 
born  in  Grayson,  La.,  October  16, 
1890,  was  a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Rush  Redditt  and  a 
grandson  of  the  late  Rev.  R.  S.  Is¬ 
bell,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  more  than  50  years. 
He  died  while  returning  to  his  home 
in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  from  New  York, 
where  he  had  gone  for  medical  con¬ 
sultation. 


BYROM — Thomas  Matthew  Byrom 
was  born  on  November  14,  1880,  at 
Tuluhoma,  Tennessee,  and  died  on 
July  16,  1956,  at  Springhill,  Ark. 

He  Vras  married  to  Miss  Hattie 
Foster  on  March  29,  1903.  To  this 
union  three  daughters  and  six  sons 
were  born.  Surviving  are  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Joe  Roschke,  Rt.  1, 
Hope,  Mrs.  Rodrick  Turner,  Rt.  4, 
Hope,  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Sanders,  RtSl, 
Hope;  three  sons,  Jewell  Byrom,  Rt. 
2,  Hope,  John  Byrom,  Rt.  2,  Hope, 
Hudie  Byrom,  Rt.  1,  Hope;  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Bettie  Gratiot,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex¬ 
as,  22  grandchildren  and  10  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Mr.  Byrom  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Springhill  in  1909  and 
remained  a  faithful  member  until 
his  death. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
hy  the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  Her- 
shel  Williams,  at  the  Springhill 
Methodist  Church  on  Tuesday,  July 
17—  H.  A.  F.  Ault.  v 


SLAYTON  —  David  Henry  Slayton 
M  Lockesburg  passed  away  on  June 
"y  at  the  age  of  93  years.  He  was 
the  oldest  member  of  the  Lockes¬ 
burg  Methodist  Church. 

He  is  survived  by  three  daughters 
and  three  sons. 

The  funeral  service  was  conduct- 
ed  by  the  writer,  who  is  his  pastor, 
Friday,  June  29,  at  2:00  p.m.— 
hugene  Gilliam 


Mr.  Redditt  was  nurtured  in  the 
church  and  was  taught  to  love  it  and 
all  that  it  stood  for.  Early  in  life 
he  caught^a  vision  of  Christian 
ideals  and  sensed  the  true  spirit  of 
Christian  living.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  graduates  of  the  Columbia,  La., 
high  school.  He  did  his  undergrad¬ 
uate  work  in  Randolph  Macon  Col¬ 
lege  from  which  he  was  graduated 
at  the  age  of  19.  He  was  awarded 
a  Masters  and  a  Doctor  of  Philoso¬ 
phy  degree  in  Mathematics  from 
Johns  Hopkins  University.  Most  of 
his  life  was  spent  in  the  teaching 
profession.  He  taught  in  Northeast 
Lc^iisiana  State  College,  Washington 
Lee  University,  Kenyon  College  in 
Ohio,  Lebanon  Valley  College, 
Heidelburg  College  in  Ohio,  and 
Oberlin  University,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 

His  human  interest  kept  Mr.  Red¬ 
ditt  closely  tied  into  his  church  pro¬ 
gram.  Wherever  he  went  his  serv¬ 
ices  were  sought  as  a  teacher  of 
Bible  classes,  mostly  for  men. 

Home-coming  to  Columbia,  La., 
was  a  heart-warming  and  thrilling 
occasion  for  him.  He  was  a  member 
of  a  family  of  strong  ties  and  deep 
devoted  affection.  He  loved  the 
church  of  his  childhood  and  youth. 
While  his  mother  yet  lived  he  placed 
a  memorial  to  his  late  father  in  the 
Columbia  Methodist  Church.  His 
sisters  are  active  and  valuable 
members  of  that  church.  Miss  A- 
delle  'Redditt  is  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  and  Mrs.  Earl  Harris  is  church 
organist. 
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He  is  also  survived  by  his  wife, 
a  daughter,  Miss  Robin  Redditt,  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  and  two  ^brothers,  H.  J. 
Redditt  and  L.  K.  Redditt,  New 
Orleans. — Sidney  A.  Seegers 


HUCKABY — The  sudden  passing  of 
Mrs.  Gladys  Roach  Huckaby  on 
Wednesday,  July  18,  came  as  a 
shock  to  her  family  and  host  of 
friends  in  North  Louisiana.  Mrs. 
Huckaby  had  recently  undergone 
major  surgery  at  the  St.  Francis 
Hospital  in  Monroe  and  returned 
to  her  home  in  Wisner  one  week 
ago  and  was  apparently  on  the  road 
to  recovdty.  She  was  stricken  about 
5:00  in  the  afternoon  Wednesday, 
and  the  end  came  to  her  most  color¬ 
ful  and  useful  life. 

Mrs.  Huckaby  was  born  in  Wisner 
in  1912  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Roach,  Sr.,  of ' 
Wisner.  Her  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  prominent  in  North 
Louisiana.  She  was  a  graduate  of 
Northwestern.  Mrs.  Huckaby’s  hus¬ 
band,  the  late  George  Huckaby, 
passed  away  in  1953  while  serving 
as  president  of  North  Oklahoma 
Junior  College.  Mrs.  Huckaby  then 
moved  to  Wisner,  her  former  home, 
with  her  three  children,  David,  Dale 
and  Mary.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Wisner  High  School  faculty  and 
was  director  of  the  choir  at  the 
Wisner  Methodist  Church.  She  was 
outstanding  in  civic  and  church  ac¬ 
tivities  and  was  a  devoted  mother 
and  Christian.  Her  contributions  to 
the  school,  her  church  and  the  com¬ 
munity  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Mrs.  Huckaby  is  survived  by  three 
children,  David,  Dale  and  Mary,  her 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dave  Roach, 
Sr.,  of  Wisner;  three  brothers, 
David,  Jr.,  Lonnie  and  Walter  of 
Wisner;  two  sister,  Miss  Dorothy 
Roach  of  Wisner  and  Miss  Lucy 
Roach  of  Natchez,  Miss. 

Interment  was  at  the  Holly-Grove 
Cemetery.  Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Jones ville,  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Knight, 
pastor  of  the  Wisner  Methodist 
Church  had  charge  of  the  services. 
Miss  Sue  Ann  Kiper  played  the 
organ  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Mitchell,  Jr., 
sang  a  solo. — A  Friend 


WHITMORE  —  Mrs.  Martha  Whit¬ 
more,  age  91,  wife  of  the  late  J.  O 
Whitmore,  died  on  Tuesday,  August 


7,  at  the  home  of  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Walter  Fuller  in  Little  Rock. 

Mrs.  Whitmore  is  also  survived 
by  a  son,  Boise  E.  Whitmore  of  Pine 
Bluff.  Also  surviving  are  a  niece, 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Tull  of  Benton,  a  grand¬ 
daughter,  Mrs.  Jack  Cobum,  Ben¬ 
ton,  and  a  grandson,  W.  L.  Brazil 
of  Benton.  These  three  were  reared 
in  her  home.  Other  survivors  are 
13  grandchildren,  21  great-grand¬ 
children  and  two  great-great-grand- 
children. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
Thursday  at  the  Congo  Methodist 
Church  by  the  writer,  Rev.  Carol 
Chenault  of  Congo  and  Rev.  Fred 
Harville  of  Benton. 

Burial  was  in  the  Pipkin  cemetery 
near  Benton. — H.  A.  F.  Ault 


w 

Custom 

designs  for  \* 
current  or 
'proposed  buildings' 
Repairs  of 
damaged  windows 
For  full  information  write 


BlNSW  ANGER  S  C° 

655  Union  Ave.  *  Memphis,  Tenn. 


WANTED 

Man  or  woman  experienced  in  PTA, 
church  or  club  work  for  service  in  your 
local  community.  Opportunity  to  sup¬ 
plement  the  family  income  by  $46.00  to 
$69.00  per  week  on  permanent  part- 
time  basis  of  you  qualify.  Write:  212 
Stephens  Bldg.,  Little  Rock,  or  call  FR 
4-3514. 


^oAi'J/ACo™,u„ion 


°CrOBER  7, 


Encompasses  the  world — inspires  all  people. 
Start  your  planning  now.  New  attractive  low-cost 
matt  als  will  help  to  make  this  Sunday  one  of  the 
most  meaningful  and  inspiring  of  the  year. 

For  information  write  to — 

Tidings 

Dept  D,  1908  Grand  Ave. 

Nashville  5,  Tennessee 
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LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  16,  1956 

CHRIST  SPEAKS  TO  HIS  CHURCHES 

READ  THE  FIRST  THREE  CHAPTERS  OF  REVELA¬ 
TION. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Behold  I  stand  at  the  door 
and  knock;  if  any  one  hears  my  voice  and  opens  ihe  door, 
I  will  come  in  to  him  and  eat  with  him  and  he  with  me. 

(Revelation  3:20) 


With  this  week’s  lesson,  we  be¬ 
gin  a  new  series  of  three  lessons  in 
Unit  VIII  under  the  general  subject 
“Obtaining  the  Rewards  of  Faith.” 
This  first  lesson,  discussing  the  re¬ 
wards  of  faith,  has  as  its  subject, 
“Christ  Speaks  to  His  Churches.” 
The  scripture  text  for  this  series  of 
lessons  is  taken  from  the  Book  of 
Revelation. 

Since  Revelation  is  so  filled  with 
symbolic  writings,  highly  colored 
imagery,  figures  of  speech  and 
prophetic  visions,  it  is  not  studied 
and  discussed  as  much  as  it  should 
be  by  responsible  Bible  students. 
However,  it  is  too  frequently  studied 
superficially  and  too  frequently  dis¬ 
cussed  dogmatically  by  some  whose 
scholarship  and  motives  bo(h  may 
be  seriously  in  question.  The  Book 
of  Revelation  is  very  interesting 
reading  and  contains  many  lessons 
that  may  be  very  helpful  in  Chris¬ 
tian  living.  Nevertheless,  we  had 
better  follow  with  extreme  caution 
any  person  who  professes  to  have 
all  the  answers  to  the  many  myster¬ 
ies  of  this  apoaalyptic  book  of  the 
New  Testament. 

While  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  author  of  Revela¬ 
tion,  it  is  quite  commonly  accepted 
that  John  the  apostle  wrote  the 
book.  John  is  believed  to  have 
settled  in  Ephesus  which  is  only 
about  fifteen  miles  from  the  island 
of  Patmos,  where  the  writing  took 
place.  This  island,  a  few  miles  off 
shore  in  the  Agean  Sea,  was  a  slave- 
labor  camp  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
where  in  rock  quarries  prisoners 
were  driven  in  toil  until  liberated 
by  death. 

John’s  vision  came  to  him  on  “The 
Lord’s  Day”  on  the  Island  of  Pat¬ 
mos,  while  he  was  a  prisoner  in 
this  chamber  of  tortures  “for  the 
word  of  God  and  for  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ.”  How  he  found 
time  to  write,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances;  where  he  found  materials 
on  which  and  with  which  to  write 
and  how  he  got  his  message  to  the 
outside  world  from  this  Roman 
death-trap  we  are  not  told.  In  his 
introduction  to  the  Book,  like  the 
Apostle  Paul,  he  sights  his  service 
scars,  since  he  was  a  “brother  and 
companion  in  tribulations”  with 
those  for  whom  he  was  writing. 

The  Naiurefand  Purpose  of 
Revelation 

(a)  The  Nature  of  Revelation. 

Revelation  is  an  apocalyptic  vision 
which  discussea  “The  Day  Of  The 
Lord’'  with  the  many  questions  and 
problems  that  day  presents.  John’s 
vision  of  things  to  come,  while  a 
prisoner,  reminds  one  of  the  vision 
which  came  to  John  Bunyan  in  Bed¬ 
ford  jail  where,  in  the  darkness  and 
stench  of  prison,  he  -had  a  vision  of 
Pilgrim  as  he  journeyed  from  the 
lowlands  of  earth  to  the  City  of 
God. 


Revelation  was,  in  effects  a  code 
message  to  the  oppressed  Christians 
of  the  day.  While  it  was  under¬ 
standable  to  them  and  brought 
courage  and  faith  in  their  strug¬ 
gles,  it  would  appear  like  a  fanciful 
fairy  tale  to  any  Roman  officers 
who  might  happen  to  read  it.  Like 
most  New  Testament  writings,  it  as¬ 
sumed  that  the  end  of  time  was  at 
hand.  It  was  a  preview  of  “things 
which  must  shortly  come  to  pass.” 

(b)  The  Purpose  of  Revelation. 
The  threat  of  persecution  and  death 
was  very  real  and  ever  present  with 
the  early  church.  Roman  soldiers, 
like  Hitler’s  Gestapo,  might  knock 
on  the  door  any  time  day  or  night. 
That  frightening  knock  at  the  door 
usually  led  to  indescribable  tortures 
and  frequently  to  death.  Revelation 
was  written  to  give  religious 
strength  to  such  people.  It  did  not 
promise  relief  from  persecution,  but 
it  did  promise  victory,  over  the 
worst  that  the  world  could  do,  to 
those  who  were  faithful,  even 
though  that  faithfulness  might  re¬ 
sult  in  death.  The  promise,  often  re¬ 
peated,  was  “To  him  that  over- 
cometh.”  It  was  pointedly  stated  in 
the  closing  clause  of  Rev.  2:10,  “Be 
thou  faithful  unto  death  and  I  will 
give  thee  a  crown  of  life.” 

The  vision  of  the  risen  Christ  in 
the  midst  of  the  churches,  a  Christ 
who  was  to  be  “alive  forever  more,” 
could  not  but  bring  faith,  hope  and 
courage  to  the  hard-pressed  Chris¬ 
tians  who  expected  Christ’s  return 
to  earth  almost  any  day  to  lead 
them  to  victory  over  their  oppres¬ 
sors.  All  of  this  may  sound  rather 
fanciful  and  far-fetched  to  us  who, 
today,  practice  our  religion  so  smug¬ 
ly  under  the  protection  of  govern¬ 
ment,  but  it  was  a  stern,  inexorable 
reality  to  those  who  paid  such  a 
tremendous  price  that  the  Christian 
church  might  survive. 

Christian  people  today  frequently 
sing  and  talk  about  “blood  bought” 
privileges,  but  seldom  do  we  real¬ 
ize  that  the  expression  is  descriptive 
of  an  actual  fact  for  which  we 
should  have  a  continuous  sense  of 
gratitude  and  a  deep  se^pse  of  hu¬ 
mility.  Our  Christian  privileges  to¬ 
day  were  made  possible,  not  only  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ  on  the  cross, 
but  also  by  the  life’s  blood  of  some 
of  the  best  people  earth  has  ever 
known.  Unless  we  are  faithful  to 
the  cause  for  which  they  died,  we 
will  betray  the  most  sacred  trust 
committed  to  this  generation. 

The  Living  Christ 

When  John,  in  his  vision,  saw  the 
living  Christ,  he  “fell  at  his  feet  as 
dead.”  Then  he  heard  the  words 
“Fear  not,”  so  frequently  used  as 
God  through  Christ  revealed  Him¬ 
self  to  man.  When  the  startled 
shepherds  saw  the  angel  which  had 
come  to  tell  of  the  birth  of  Christ 
they  *were  “sore  afraid.”  The  first 


words  of  the  angel  were  “Fear  not.” 
These  were  the  first  words  spoken 
by  the  angel  in  the  tomb  of  Jesus 
on  the  resurrection  morning  as  the 
Marys  came  to  anoint  the  body  of 
Jesus.  They  were  the  words  used 
by  Jesus  when  He  appeared  to  Mary 
the  morning  of  His  resurrectio*. 
Again  He  used  similar  words  as  he 
appeared  to  the  disciples  in  the  up¬ 
per  room. 

Hearing  these  words  again  from 
the  lips  of  Jesus  must  have  brought 
great  joy  and  comfort  to  John.  He 
was  again  in  the  presence  of  One 
whose  love  he  could  not  doubt.  With 
his  fears  quieted  he  was  ready  to 
record  the  letters  Christ  wanted  to 
write  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia. 

Of  these  letters  to  the  seven 
churches,  five  were  addressed  to 
churches  for  which  Christ  had  both 
commendations  and  censure.  In  the 
letter  addressed  to  Smyrna  there 
was  only  commendation.  In  the  let¬ 
ter  addressed  to  Laodicea,  which  is 
recorded  in  our  lesson  text,  there 
was  only  censure. 

Neither  Hot  Nor  Cold 

Of  the  church  at  Laodicea,  Jesus 
said,  “Because  you  are  lukewarm, 
and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will 
spew  you  out  of  my  mouth.” 

At  different  periods,  in  the  life  of 
Jesus,  as  he  faced  the  sins  of  earth, 
he  gave  evidence  of  grief,  sorrow 
and  compassion.  With  the  scribes 
and  pharisees  He  all  but  lost  his 
patience.  In  the  presence  of  the 
temple  thieves,  He  was  righteously 
indignant.  In  this  letter  to  the 
Laodiceans  an  emotion  is  ascribed  to 
Christ  found  nowhere  else.  Here  He 
seems  to  be  disgusted  to  the  point 
of  nausea  at  the  gross  indifference, 
the  lukewarmness  of  the  Laodicean 
church.  Some  say  sin  after  con¬ 
version  cannot  damn  souls.  These 
words  of  Jesus  seem  to  indicate  that 
sin  by  Christian  people  is  the  most 
intolerable  form  of  sin.  Futhermore, 
we  would  hardly  expect  people, 
even  church  people,  who  are  spewed 
out  of  the  mouth  of  Jesus  in  spir¬ 
itual  nausea,  to  land  on  the  golden 
streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  If 
gross  indifference  were  to  receive 
such  a  reward  it  would  contradict 
everything  for  which  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  stands. 

Why  is  lukewarmness  so  point¬ 
edly  condemned? 

(a)  Because  lukewarmness  in  it¬ 
self  is  offensive.  When  we  shake 
hands  with  a  person  whose  hand¬ 
clasp  is  as  lifeless  and  expression¬ 
less  as  a  piece  of  dough,  we  feel 
like  hunting  a  wash  basin  to  wash 
our  hands.  We  can  watch  a  game 
with  interest,  even  where  one  side 
is  being  badly  beaten,  so  long  as  the 
losers  keep  trying  to  win.  If  the 
losers  are  indifferent  to  their  loss, 
we  are  ready  to  go  home. 

(b)  Lukewarmness  is  the  most  in¬ 
consistent,  indefensible  position  a 
professed  Christian  can  find  himself 
in.  The  outspoken  disbeliever,  who 
lives  as  if  he  disbelieves,  is  at  least 
consistent.  An  outspoken,  enthusi¬ 
astic  believer  is  also  consistent. 
However,  to  profess  to  believe 
everything  about  the  glorious  gos¬ 
pel,  and  then  live  as  if  we  believe 
nothing  about  it,  is  inconsistency 
personified. 

(c)  Lukewarmness  is  also  the 
most  dangerous  situation  we  can 
occupy  spiritually.  If  we  are  un- 
Christian,  and  acknowledge  it,  some 
one  will  likely  try  to  help  us.  If 
we  make  a  lukewarm  profession  of 
religion  and  are  content  with  it,  we 
largely  shut  the  door  in  the  face 
of  those  who  otherwise  might  help 


us.  Nothing  else  is  so  damaging  to 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  church 
as  a  half-hearted,  indifferent,  milk- 
warm  profession  of  religion  that 
lacks  reality. 

Discipline  Prompted  By  Love 

Verse  19  of  the  lesson  text  reads, 
“As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and 
chasten.”  Most  of  us,  middle-aged 
or  beyond,  remember  how  puzzled 
we  were  by  the  statement  of  our 
parents,  just  before  punishing  us, 
that  “this  hurts  me  more  than  it 
does  you.”  We  felt,  if  it  were  really 
true,  both  of  us  would  profit  by 
just  calling  the  whole  thing  off.  We, 
who  were  supposed  to  suffer  least, 
would  have  been  quite  willing.  As 
hard  to  understand  and  sometimes 
to  even  believe,  as  this  statement 
was  at  the  time,  we  learned,  when 
we  in  turn  became  parents,  that  dis¬ 
cipline,  in  some  form,  may  be  a 
sincere  expression  of  love.  Dis¬ 
cipline  merely  as  a  form  of  punish¬ 
ment  is  one  thing.  Discipline,  as  an 
expression  of  love  is  another. 

Christ  At  The  Door 

Our  Memory  Verse  reads,  “Behold 
I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock;,  if 
any  one  hears  my  voice  and  opens 
the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him  and 
eat  with  him  and  he  with  me.” 
Aside  from  the  cross  itself,  this  is 
possibly  the  most  striking  picture 
of  the  compassionate  love  of  Christ 
we  can  find.  It  pictures  Christ 
quietly,  patiently,  lovingly  knock¬ 
ing  at  the  door  of  our  heart  for  ad¬ 
mittance  and  waiting  to  see  what 
our  answer  is  to  be. 

It  was  Jesus,  in  the  sermon  on 
the  mount,  who  said,  “Ask  and  it 
shall  be  given  you;  seek  and  ye 
shall  find;  knock  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you.”  (Matt.  7:7)  That 
promise  by  Christ,  given  in  love,  is 
more  than  wayward  man  had  any 
right  to  expect.  Nevertheless,  the 
amazing  thing  about  the  love  of 
Christ  is  found  when  we  have 
neglected  or  refused  to  accept  such 
a  gracious  promise.  Since  we  refuse 
to  ask  of  Christ,  He  asks  us.  We 
hear  His  words,  “Follow  me  and  I 
will  make  you  to  become.”  “Come 
unto  me  all  ye  who  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you 
rest.”  We  will  not  ask  Him  so  He 
asks  us.  We  refuse  to  seek  Christ 
and  we  hear  Him  saying,  “The  Son 
of  Man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost.”  We  will  not 
seek  Him,  so  He  seeks  us. 

“Knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  un¬ 
to  you”  is  a  promise  far  beyond  any¬ 
thing  we  deserve.  Nevertheless, 
when  we  refuse  to  knock  at  the 
door  of  mercy  we  have  this  amaz¬ 
ingly  beautiful  picture  of  Christ  at 
our  heart’s  door  and  hear  his  words 
of  tenderness,  “Behold  I  stand  at 
the  door  and  knock.” 

Let  us  remember  that  these  words 
were  spoken  to  the  wantonly  indif¬ 
ferent  people  of  the  church  at  Lao¬ 
dicea.  Despite  their  guilty  distance 
from  the  Christian  way  of  life  they 
were  still  the  objects  of  Christ’s 
love.  He  stands  at  the  door  of  their 
hearts  and  forces  them  again  to 
make  a  decision  in  the  presence  of 
His  deathless  love. 

We  are  taught  that  Christ  is  “the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.” 
If  we  are  truly  Christian,  we  have 
fellowship  with  Him  and  He  with 
us.  If  we  are  “lukewarm”  we  may 
be  sure  that  He  is  knocking  at  the 
door  of  our  heart.  To  willingly,  de¬ 
liberately  sin  against  a  love  like 
that  is  to  give  evidence  of  a  sense 
of  ingratitude  that  none  of  us  would 
be  willing  to  confess,  even  to  our¬ 
selves. 
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METHODISTS  CONCLUDE  WORLD 
MEETING  AT  JUNALUSKA 


The  Second  Annual  New  Orleans 
Mission  Institute 


53  Attend  From  Ark.-La.  Area 

The  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  which  has  been  in  session 
since  Saturday,  September  1,  clos¬ 
ed  its  ninth  world  meeting  last 
evening,  Wednesday,  September  12, 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina, 
with  a  Covenant  Service  under  the 
general  direction  of  Bishop  Ivan 
Lee  Holt,  St.  Louis,  President  of 
the  world  organization  of  Metho¬ 
dists.  Action  taken  on  the  conclud¬ 
ing  day’s  session  included  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  members  and  officers  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  the 
hearing  of  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Discussion  Groups,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  Conference 
Message  to  the  Methodists  of  the 
World.  Approximately  2,500  dele¬ 
gates,  official  visitors  and  other 
visitors  from  70  nations  were  in 
attendance  during  .the  12  day  ses¬ 
sion. 

The  discussion  groups  of  the 
Conference  were  the  working 
groups  which  spent  time  each  day 
discussing  lectures  delivered  at  the 
morning  sessions.  The  presentation 
at  the  closing  session  represented 
the  conclusions  of  the  11  groups 
into  which  the  Conference  had 
been  divided. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  is 
the  continuing  body  of  the  world 
Methodist  movement  and  sponsors 
the  Conference  which  meets  every 
five  yeafs.  The  1^51  Conference 
met  in  September  1951,  at  Oxford, 
England. 

Conference  Message 

The  Message  To  The  Methodists 
of  the  World,  the  text  of  which  will 
be  presented  in  an  early  issue  of 
this  publication,  covered  a  wide 
range  of  subjects  and  makes  cer¬ 
tain  recommendations  for  emphasis 
by  Methodists  during  the  next  five 
year  period.  The  Conference  is 
non-legislative,  membership  is  vol¬ 
untary  by  the  40  Methodist  com¬ 
munions  of  70  nations  affiliated 
with  it,  and  its  actions  are  in  the 
form  of  recommendations  and  not 
binding  on  participating  commun¬ 
ions. 

Area  Has  Large  Delegation 

A  delegation  of  50  Methodists 
from  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area, 
headed  by  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
Martin,  were  in  attendance  at  the 
Conference.  Attending  from  Ark¬ 
ansas  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  R. 
Culver,  El  Dorado,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Virgil  D.  Keeley  and  children  Dan¬ 
ny  and  Julie,  Hone,  Miss  Hannah 
Kelly,  Little  Rock,  Rev.  Vernon 
Chalfant,  Stuttgart,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Alfred  A.  Knox  and  children  Jean 
and  Peggy,  Fort  Smith,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Marion  Miller,  Camden,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Ethan  Dodgen  and  chil¬ 
dren  Mary  and  Sarah,  Fort  Smith, 
Dr.  E.  Clifton  Rule,  Pine  Bluff,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden  and 
children  Clare  and  "Nelson,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  L. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


Foreign  Students  Speak 
At  Fellowship  Meeting 

The  Family  Fellowship  Series  of 
the  Munholland  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Metairie,  has  as  its 
special  guests  on  August  19  in  the 
Family  Fellowship  Series  Dr.  W.  A. 
Smart  of  Emory  University,  who 
began  a  series  of  services  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  August  19,  and  a  tour¬ 
ing  group  of  foreign  students  and 
their  leaders.  Representatives  of  the 
Association  for  World  Travel  Ex¬ 
change,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rolla  H.  Ried- 
er,  head  the  group  of  six  students, 
who  lived  in  Munholland  homes 
from  August  16-20.  The  adult  dis¬ 
cussion  group  heard  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rieder  and  the  students  discuss  the 
tour  and  their  impressions  of  Amer¬ 
ican  life.  Dr.  Smart  preached  at 
7:30  p.  m.,  concluding  the  Family 
Fellowship  Series. 

The  Series  was  held  on  August 
5,  12,  and  19,  when  Munholland 
families  joined  together  at  6:00  p.  m. 
for  supper  served  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
departmental  programs  were  held 
at  6:45,  followed  by  a  brief  worship 
time  at  7:30  in  the  sanctuary. 

On  August  5,  Dr.  George  Wilson, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Church¬ 
es,  was  the  speaker,  using  the  sub¬ 
ject  “The  Church  and  the  Family”. 

On  August  12,  the  adult  group 
saw  the  color  film,  “The  Sound  of 
a  Stone”,  on  civil  liberties  and  dis¬ 
cussed  afterward  the  relationship 
of  the  family  to  the  community.  At 
the  worship  hour  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment  presented  an  adaptation  of 
“Voices”,  by  Elizabeth  T.  Shrader, 
a  play  on  world  need.  Featured  in 
the  drama  were  Carol  Ann  Hoff- 
pauir,  Mary  Walker,-  Larry  Byers, 
Larry  Haag,  Elsie  Stumpf,  Frank 
Poole,  Barbara  Smallwood,  Colleen 
Cathey,  Martha  Arthur,  Donna  II- 
frey  and  Geraldine  Claude.  The 
drama  was  produced  by  the  Inter¬ 
mediate,  Senior  and  Older  Youth 
Departments. 

Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


IRELAND’S  OLDEST 
WOMAN  DIES  AT  100  PLUS 

Dublin—  (RNS)—  Ireland’s  old¬ 
est  woman,  a  Roman  Catholic  of 
deep  and  rugged  piety,  has  died. 

She  was  Miss  Mary  Morris,  of 
Glenroan,  Plumbridge,  County  Ty¬ 
rone.  She  was  known  to  be  at  least 
110,  however,  many  of  her  elderly 
neighbors  believed  her  true  age 
was  117. 

For  100  years,  Miss  Morris  at¬ 
tended  Mass  every  Sunday  in  the 
old  and  new  churches  at  Cragh, 
five  miles  from  her  home.  She  al¬ 
ways  walked  to  and  from  church, 
even  in  bad  weather. 

Miss  Morris  made  the  pilgrimage 


COMMUNISTS 
INAUGURATE  NEW  ‘RITE’ 

TO  REPLACE  CHRISTIAN 
BAPTISM 

Berlin  —  (RNS)  —  The  first 
“name-giving”  ceremony,  one  of 
the  new  pseudo-religious  rites  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  Soviet  Zone  Com¬ 
munists,  was  held  at  Rostock,  the 
East  German  press  reported. 

During  the  event,  which  took 
place  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
city  council,  the  parents  of  eight 
newly  -  born  children  were  sol¬ 
emnly”  handed  birth  certificates. 

The  Communist  press  said  the 
babies  had  thus  “taken  the  first 
step  into  the  life  of  the  human 
society.”  It  announced  that  such 
ceremonies  will  now  be  conducted 
regularly. 

Baptism  has  now  become  the  ■ 
second  Christian  rite  which  the 
Communists  are  trying  to  replace 
by  their  own  atheistic  cults. 

Two  years  ago,  youth  dedication 
ceremonies  were  launched  in  the 
Soviet  Zone  as  a  Communist  coun¬ 
terpart  of  Christian  Confirmation 
and  First  Communion  rites. 

Other  pseudo-religious  ceremon¬ 
ies  reportedly  are  being  developed 
to  take  the  place  of  Christian  mar¬ 
riage  and  burial. 

These  attempts  to  wean  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  Churches  is  parallel¬ 
ed  by  articles  in  East  German 
newspapers  “enlightening”  readers 
on  how  to  discontinue  membership 
in  the  churches. 

They  said  the  formalities  of 
leaving  the  Church  would  be  taken 
care  of  without  cost  by  registrars’ 
offices  and  authorized  notaries. 


five  times  to  St.  Patrick's  Purga¬ 
tory,  the  famous  shrinp  at  Lough 
Derg,  County  Donegal,  walking  the 
40  miles  there  and  back. 


The  second  annual  Missions  In¬ 
stitute,  sponsored  by  United  Church 
Women  of  New  Orleans,  will  be 
held  on  September  21  from  9:30  a. 
m.  to  3:00  p.  m.  at  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church. 

Based  on  the  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  themes  for  the  coming  year, 
Southeast  Asia  and  Mission  Field, 
U.S.A.,  the  interdenominational  in¬ 
stitute  is  designed  to  help  build  a 
Missionary  Education  program  in 
every  department  of  the  local 
church. 

Miss  Nina  Stallings,  returned 
Methodist  missionary  from  China 
and  the  Philippines  will  speak  at 
the  morning  session  on  Southeast 
Asia.  From  her  first-hand  knowl¬ 
edge  of  this  area,  she  will  present 
background  information  on  this 
theme. 

Dr!  Purd  Eugene  Dietz,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  National 
Missions  of  the  Evangelical  and  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  will  speak  on  Mis¬ 
sion  Field,  U.S.A.  Dr.  Dietz  is  also 
chairman  of  the  Division  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Classes  running  simultaneously 
will  present  materials  and  methods 
for  both  themes  during  the  after¬ 
noon  session.  Classes  and  teachers 
are:  Primary  workers,  taught  by 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Manis,  Primary  superin¬ 
tendent,  ’  Elysian  Fields  Methodist 
Church;  Junior  Workers,  taught  by 
Mrs.  Wm.  Acosta,  wife  of  the  rector 
of  the  Church  of  the  Anunciation, 
Episcopal;  Junior  High  workers, 
taught  Ipy  Mrs.  Wm.  Pohlman,  for¬ 
mer  public  school  teacher,  Salem 
E  and  R  Church;  Youth  workers, 
taught  by  Miss  Caryl  Anne  Schune- 
man,  director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  Napoleon  Avenue  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church;  Adult  workers,  taught 
by  Mrs.  Guy  Belt,  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education,  Lakeview  Presby¬ 
terian  Church;  Leader  of  Church 
Schools  of  Missions,  taught  by  Mrs. 
Sam  Dunbar,  secretary  of  Supply 
Work,  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice,  The  Methodist  Church;  Drama, 
taught  b’y  W.  Kenneth  Water,  Drama 
instructor  at  Dillard  University, 
Presbyterian  U.S.A.;  Audio-Visual 
Aids,  taught  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Hen¬ 
derson,  specialist  in  Aydio-Visuals, 
The  Methodist  Church.  The  last  two 
calsses  will  give  instruction  in  using 
these  types  of  materials  to  the  best 
advantage  in  Missionary  Education 
of  various  groups. 

Dr.  Dietz  will  speak  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  service  at  7:45. 

The  Protestant  Laymen  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  Business  Women 
join  United  Church  Women  in  spon¬ 
soring  this  service.. 


Worldwide 

Communion 

By  John  L.  Sandlin* 

The  seventeenth  observance  of 
World  Wide  Communion  will  be 
held  this  year  on  Sunday,  October 
7.  At  that  time,  Christians  will  join 
in  a  world  wide  fellowship  that 
knows  no  limitations  of  race,  class, 
or  denomination.  Here  we  will  have 
fellowship  with  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Saviour  and  renew  our  faith  in 
God,  strengthening  our  fellowship 
one  with  another. 

True  faith  and  repentance  are 
expressed  as  around  this  common 
altar  we  kneel,  acknowledging  our 
need  of  divine  aid  and  mutual  un¬ 
derstanding. 

The  Lord’s  table  is  25,000  miles 
long.  It  encircles  the  globe;  it  u- 
nites  people  who  desire  to  share  in 
the  common  experience  of  love  for 
God  and  for  one  another. 

All  barriers  are  broken  down;  all 
hatreds  are  cast  aside  as  we  “draw 
near  with  faith”  to  partake  of  the 
elements  of  breed  and  wine  —  the 
symbols  of  Christ’s  broken  body 
and  shed  blood.  Christ  died  for  all, 
without  exception. 

In  sharing  in  this  fellowship,  we 
are  reminded  that  humanity  has 
physical  needs.  Many  are  there  who 
suffer  hunger  for  the  bread  which 
is  necessary  to  physical  well-being. 

From  year  to  year  this  observance 
of  World  Wide  Communion  has 
gained  momentum.  It  was  begun  by 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A. 
Now  it  is  being  observed  by  num¬ 
erous  denominations  throughout  the 
world.  Many  different  peoples  will 
observe  the  Holy  Communion  on 
this  day.  They  will  represent  many 
colors  of  skin,  languages,  races, 
kinds  of  dress,  and  various  denom¬ 
inations.  They  all  acknowledge 
Christ  as  Saviour.  They  share  their 
love  of  Christ  with  one  another. 

On  Sunday,  October  7,  when  it 
is  11:00  o’clock  with  the  Christians 
in  the  Fiji  Islands,  it  is  6:00  P.M. 
the  evening  before  on  Saturday, 
October  6,  in  New  York;  5:00  o’clock 
in  Chicago;  4:00  o’clock  in  Denver, 
and  3:00  o’clock  in  Los  Angeles. 
There  will  be  no  hour  during  the 
24  when  congregations  of  Chris¬ 
tians  will  not  be  at  some  Commun¬ 
ion  Table.  This  is,  indeed,  a  fellow¬ 
ship  without  boundaries  or  limita¬ 
tions. 

The  Lord’s  Table  will  be  spread, 
with  its  emblems  of  the  bread  and 
wine,  in  stately  cathedrals  and 
humble  meetinghouses.  It  will  be 
observed  on  battleships  and  in  mili¬ 
tary  hospitals.  Communion  will  be 
given  to  shut-ins  and  to  the  aged, 
in  homes  and  in  hospitals,  during 
the  day.  The  churches  everywhere 
will  do  their  best  to  make  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  every  Christian  to  be  a 
part  of  this  fellowship  without 
boundaries. 

This  World  Wide  Communion  is 
increasingly  becoming  the  symbol 
of  our  common  faith.  For,  as  we  re¬ 
ceive  the  symbols  of  His  body  and 
blood,  we  experience  once  again 
the  reality  of  His  Presence,  and 
realize  anew  that 
“Jesus  spreads  His  banner  o’er 
us, 

Cheers  our  famished  souls 
with  food.” 

In  Methodist  churches  a  special 
offering  will  be  received  for  the 
Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Ser¬ 
vice,  for  the  rehabilitation  of  under¬ 
privileged  peoples  and  lands.  This 
very  important  and  worthy  cause 
should  be  given  full  support,  should 
help  to  emphasize  the  fellowship  of 
Christians  the  world  around,  and 
should  bind  our  hearts  together  as 


Let  The  U.N.  Do  It 

By  CARL  SOULE,  Field  Secretary, 

Board  of  World  Peace,  The  Methodist  Church 


IN  our  imagination  let  us  trans¬ 
port  ourselves  from  Smithville, 
U.S.A.  to  the  office  of  Prime 
Minister  Jawaharlal  Nehru  in 
New  Delhi,  India.  We  ask  him  the 
simple  question,  “What  are  some  of 
the  ways  by  which  our  country 
might  be  helpful  to  India?” 

His  reply  is  prompt,  “One  of  the 
best  ways  you  can  help  Asia  is  to 
use  the  United  Nations  more  vig¬ 
orously  in  its  economic  programs. 
You  offer  us  aid.  The  Russians  of¬ 
fer  us  aid.  If  we  accept  Russian 
help,  you  charge  that  we  are  going 
communist.  If  we  receive  American 
help,  the  Russians  charge  that  we 
are  going  capitalist.  If  the  United 
Nations  helps  us,  no  charges  can 
be  made,  for  all  of  us  belong  to 
this  world  organization.” 

While  this  is  an  imaginary  con¬ 
versation,  the  ideas  expressed  are 
very  real,  for  on  February  2  of 
this  year  Mr.  Nehru  told  represen¬ 
tatives  of  24  countries,  gathered  at 
the  twelfth  session  of  the  Economic 
Commission  for  Asia,  that  “wealthy” 
countries  should  channel  their  eco¬ 
nomic  aid  to  under-developed  coun¬ 
tries  through  the  U.N. 

On  March  9,  David  Owen,  head 
of  the  U.N.  Technical  Assistance 
Board,  returned  from  a  six  week 
tour  of  Asia  and  reported  that 
Asian  leaders  prefer  aid  channeled 
through  the  international  organiza¬ 
tion  to  help  given  directly  from 
the  United  States  or  the  Soviet  Un¬ 
ion. 

On  April  3,  Mr.  Pineau  of  France 
urged  that  a  new  international  agen¬ 
cy  for  economic  aid  to  the  poor 
of  the  world  be  set  up  within  the 
framework  of  the  UN  and  that  all 
nations,  including  Russia,  should  be 
invited  to  join. 

On  May  17,  at  Atlantic  City,  Hugh 
Gaitskell,  leader  of  the  British  La¬ 
bor  Party,  called  for  the  allocation 
by  all  countries  of  1%  of  their  na¬ 
tional  income  for  economic  assis¬ 
tance  through  the  United  Nations. 

On  April  29  our  own  ambassador 
to  the  United  Nations,  Henry  Cabot 
Lodge,  Jr.,  said,  “Multilateral  aid 
offers  a  way  to  prevent  the  so- 
called  auction  which  some  are  try¬ 
ing  to  promote  between  the  U.S. 
and  the  U.S.S.R.  as  to  which  will 
spend  the  most  in  an  underdevel¬ 
oped  country.” 

“Multilateral  aid”  means  aid  giv¬ 
en  and  administered  by  many  na¬ 
tions  to  many  nations.  “Bilateral 
aid”  means  aid  given  by  one  nation 
to  another  nation.  A  glance  at  U.S. 
history  since  the  end  of  World  War 
II  indicates  that  the  bulk  of  our 
economic  assistance  has  been  bi¬ 


lateral.  We  have  wanted  to  keep 
control  of  the  dollars!  We  caused 
UNRRA  to  cease  because  it  was 
multilateral.  We  administered  the 
Marshall  Plan  bilaterally  rather 
than  through  the  U.N. 

At  the  present  time  the  bulk  of 
our  foreign  aid  is  still  bilateral,  as 
the  following  analysis  of  the  ap¬ 
propriations  for  1955-1056  shows: 
U.S.  Technical 

Cooperation  .  $127,500,000 

Asian  Economic 

Development  .  100,000,000 

Economic  aid  under 

Mutual  Security  .  1,350,000,000 

Total  bilateral 

assistance  .  $1,577,500,000 

U.N.  Technical 

Assistance  .  $16,000,000 

U.N.  programs  for  relief, 

WHO,  FAO,  UNESCO, 

etc . 50,000,000 


Total  multilateral 

assistance  .  $66,000,000 

Most  of  us  know  about  the  Spe¬ 
cial  United  Nations  Fund  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  (SUNFED),  but 
this  is  the  name  of  a  program  for 
which  the  underdeveloped  nations 
have  been  pleading  for  the  last  five 
years.  The  Economic  and  Social 
Council  of  the  U.N.  faced  the  fact 
that  the  underdeveloped  nations 
needed  much  more'  capital  than 
they  were  getting.  Sober  estimates 
were  that  about  $10,000,000,000  in 
capital  funds  were  needed  yearly. 
Moreover,  such  funds  could  not  be 
supplied  by  the  International  Bank. 

SUNFED  would  begin  with  a 
modest  sum  of  $250,000,000.  Some 
of.  the  money  would  be  given  out¬ 
right  some  would  be  loaned  over 
a  long  period  of  years  with  a  low 
rate  of  interest.  It  would  be  used 
especially  for  non-revenue  produc¬ 
ing  items,  such  as  roads,  hospitals, 
universities,  technical  institutes, 
and  sanitary  facilities.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  U.S.  would  contribute 
$80,000,000  to  SUNFED. 

However,  we  have  held  back.  We 
have  said  that  the  sum  is  not  large 
enough  and  it  is  better  to  wait  un¬ 
til  there  is  a  disarmament  program. 
At  that  time  we  shall  release  large 
sums.  But  the  nations  in  need  have 
been  saying  for  five  years  that  the 
need  for  such  a  plan  is  very  urgent 
and  a  small  beginning  is  better  than 
nbne  at  all.  Perhaps,  the  major  rea¬ 
son  why  the  administration  is  not 
more  positive  in  its  support  is  that 
it  believes  public  opinion  does  not 
desire  it. 

An  increasing  number  of  church¬ 
men  in  the  United  States  believe 


that  the  bulk  of  our  foreign  techni¬ 
cal  and  economic  assistance  should 
be  channeled^through  the  U.N.  The 
reasons  are  increasingly  clear  and 
convincing:  (1)  Such  a  program 
would  strengthen  the  U.N.  The 
poor,  sick,  and  illiterate  of  the 
world  would  understand!  that  they 
were  being  helped  by  the  U.N.  com¬ 
posed  of  76  nations  rather  than  by 
Britain,  or  Russia,  or  the  United 
States.  The  U.N.  would  gather  unto 
itself  an  increasing  amount  of  hon¬ 
or  and  love. 

(2)  The  underdeveloped  nations 
would  be  pleased  about  such  a  shift 
in  our  national  policy.  It  would 
help  them  to  say  to  any  nation 
whose  influence  they  flit  was  be¬ 
coming  unduly  great,  “Thank  you 
for  your  offer  of  assistance.  Would 
you  mind  making  the  same  offer 
to  the  U.N.  Technical  Assistance 
Board-or  to  SUNFED?  Our  new  pol¬ 
icy  is  to  receive  aid  through  the 
U.N.” 

(3)  The  prestige  of  the  United 
States  would  increase,  for  leaders 
of  the  under  developed  nations 
would  quickly  recognize  the  purity 
of  our  motives  and  give  us  their 
respect  and  love. 

The  American  Association  for  the 
United  Nations  is  the  chief  organi¬ 
zation  in  this  country  for  an  under¬ 
standing  and  support  of  the  U.N. 
At  its  annual  meeting  last  February 
the  sentiment  which  prevailed  was: 
“Our  government  should  quickly 
approve  the  principle  of  SUNFED 
...  To  the  greatest  possible  extent 
aid  should  be  rendered  through  the 
U.N.” 

In  March  the  Council  for  Social 
Action  of  the  Congregational  Chris¬ 
tian  Churches  said:  “The  U.S.  ought 
not  to  postpone  the  larger  program 
of  economic  aid  and  technical  assist¬ 
ance  until  it  can  be  paid  for  with 
savings  from  armaments.  It  should 
support  SUNFED  now.” 

In  May  the  General  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Church  affirmed 
that  the  United  Nations  should  be 
supported  and  strengthened  and 
that  consideration  should  be  given 
to  SUNFED.  For  several  years  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  has  believed  that  it  is  desirable 
“that  an  increasing  proportion  of 
our  technical  assistance  funds  be 
channeled  through  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.” 

In  April  the  National  Study  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  affirmed  that  “the  pro¬ 
gram  (of  economic  development 
abroad)  should  in  our  opinion  pref¬ 
erably  be  administered  through  an 
international  agency  under  the  aegis 
of  the  United  Nations.” 


~r 


Confidence 


we  share  the  suffering  and  service 
of  other  lands. 

The  World  Wide  Communion  ob¬ 
servance  is  being  co-sponsored  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  The  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  of  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  other  Protestants. 

Helpful  materials  for  use  in  the 
observance  of  World  Wide  Com¬ 
munion  are  available  from  TID¬ 
INGS,  198  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville 
5,  Tennessee.  For  descriptions  of 
these  new  materials,  write  for  an 
illustrated  order  blank  folder  today. 

•Dr.  Sandlin  is  associate  editor  of  Tidings 
Literature. 


I  often  think  of  the  little  boy 
I  saw  sitting  outside  of  the  walls 
of  Versailles.  He  was  holding  a 
little  sparrow  with  a  broken  wing. 
A  kindly  lady  came  along  and  she 
asked,  “Sonny,  would  you  like  me 
to  take  this  sparrow  home  and 
nurse  it  back,  to  health?  I  promise  I 
will  bring  it  back  to  these  gardens 

when  it  is  healed  and  let  if  fly  free 
again.” 

The  little  boy  thought  for  a  mo¬ 


ment.  Then  he  said,  “If  you  don’t 
mind,  Madam,  I  will  take  care  of 
the  bird  myself.”  He  paused  mo¬ 
mentarily  and  added,  “Because,  you 
see,  I  understand  this  bird”. 

The  woman  could  not  quite  gel 
what  that  boy  meant  until  he  stood 
up.  Then  she  saw  his  left  leg  was 
in  a  cast.  Because  he  was  crippled, 
he  understood  the  suffering  bird’s 
problem. — Reuben  K.  Youngdahl,  in 
The  Secret  of  Greatness  (Fleming 
H.  Re  veil  Co.). 
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A  Tribute,  By  One  Who  Knew  Him  Best,  To 


Rev.  Jesse  J.  Decker 


Retha  Hester  Decker,  His  Wife 


REV.  Jesse  J.  Decker  was  born  December 
25th,  1889,  at  Modoc,  Philips  .Co.,  Ark., 
on  the  Mississippi  River  south  of  Helena. 

As  a  boy  and  young  man'  Jesse  was  of 
high  moral  character,  and  loved  the  Church 
and  its  ministry.  When  a  child  there  was  no 
clftirch  in  Elaine  or  at  Modoc,  so  occasionally 
a  minister  from  Mississippi  would  cross  the 
river  at  Modoc  and  preach  in  his  mother’s 
home  or  at  the  school.  Later  Modoc  was  placed 
on  a  Circuit.  Rev.  R.  C.  Morehead  and  Rev. 

W.  L.  Oliver  were  early  pastors  and  had  a 
wonderful  influence  on  his  life.  Mrs.  Oliver, 
who  traveled  with  Brother  Oliver,  played  a 
portable  organ  that  they  carried  with  them. 
Jesse  had  a  love  for  the  great  hymns  of  the- 
church  that  dated  back  to  his  childhood.  As  a 
minister  he  took  many  courses  in  Hymnody, 
and  knew  the  Methodist  Hymnal  almost  as  well  - 
as  he  knew  the  Bible.  Rev.  W.  B.  Hayes  and 
Rev.  William  Sherman  were  presiding  elders 
in  those  days.  Rev.  E.  J.  Slaughter  and  Rev.  A. 

E.  Goode  were  close  friends  and  helpers.  He 
was  am  active  layman  in  the  Elaine  Church 
before  he  entered  the  ministry.  Rev.  J.  N.  R. 
Score,  Sr.,  was  assisting  in  a  revival  at  Elaine 
and  singled  him  out  as  a  man  of  God  called  to 
the  ministry.  He  was  first  licensed  to  preach  at 
a  Conference  that  convened  in  Helena  from 
Nov.  28— Dec.  3,  1917.  He  did  not  renew  his 
license  due  to  many  contributing  circumstances, 
one  of  which  was  several  months  spent  in  the 
Armed  Forces  during  World  War  I. 

God  was  still  calling  him  to  full-time 
Christian  service  after  he  was  discharged  from 
the  Army,  and  Mr.  Decker  dedicated  himself, 
soul  and  body  to  the  building  of  God’S  King¬ 
dom.  In  1951,  while  assisting  in  a  visitation 
campaign  in  Chatham,  La.,  he  wrote  me  a 
letter  in  which  he  said,  “Thirty  years  ago  the 
first  Sunday  in  December  1921,  I  preached  my 
first  sermon  as  a  pastor.  Many  things  have 
happened  since  that  day.  However  if  I  had 
my  life  to  live  over  I  would  want  to  live  it 
in  the  ministry  with  you.”  The  ministry  'was 
not  a  sacrifice  or  a  drudgery  to  him.  He  eagerly 
and  smilingly  looked  forward  to  entering  the 
pulpit  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Often  early  Sun¬ 
day  morning  he  would  exclaim  “I  was  glad 
when  they  said  unto  me,  let  us  go  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord.”  Often,  on  waking  in  the 
morning,  he  would  say,  “This  is  the  day  that 
the  Lord  has  made,  let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad.” 
Occasionally  he  would  sing  the  stanza  of  a 
hymn  before  he  got  out  of  bed. 

Mr.  Decker  had  a  good  understanding  of 
human  nature  which  enabled  him  to  win  the 
confidence  of  his  people  and,  he  was  a  fearless, 
yet  tactful,  leader,  serving  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  wherever  the  conference  sent  him.  He 
often  said  that  the  conference  had  been  good 
to  him.  He  loved  the  brethren  and  felt  that 
the  conference  was  a  great  brotherhood,  no 
other  organization  being  like  it.  His  whole 
hfe  reflected  the  joy  of  living  and  serving. 
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In  no  place  did  Mr.  Decker  reflect  the  mind 
and  spirit  of  Christ  more  perfectly  than  in 
the  home.  To  us  it  was  a  haven  of  rest  and  a 
shelter  from  the  storms  of  life.  He  was  easy 
to  live  with  for  he  was  not  easily  provoked. 
Dependability,  love,  gentleness,  honesty,  kind¬ 
ness,  and  the  ability  to  forgive,  were  to  me  his 
most  outstanding  traits  of  character./'He  could 
not  have  been  more  considerate  of  me,  his 
wife. 

Mr.  Decker  was  well  rounded  in  his  in¬ 
terests  and  activities  in  the  ministry,  giving 
emphasis  to  every  phase  of  the  program  of 
the  church.  He  had  the  heart  of  an  evangelist, 
with  a  passion  to  tell  the  good  news.  In  fact 
there  was  such  a  demand  for  his  service  that 
he  could  have  given  his  entire  time  to  that 
work.  He  was  equally  as  enthusiastic  in  Visi¬ 
tation  Evangelism,  and  his  records  will  show 
that  he  won  hundreds  to  Christ  and  the  Church. 

While  he  was  evangelistic,  he  was  no  less 
interested  in  his  pastorate.  He  loved  people, 
and  had  the  heart  of  a  tender  loving  shepherd. 
He  knew  his'  flock  and  could  call  them  by 
name.  He  visited  the  aged  and  shutins  and 
they  loved  him.  He  loved  the  children  and 
they  adored  him.  He  was  happy  to  give  his 
time  to  the  Church  and  the  building  of  the 
Kingdom. 

He  served  on  various  boards  and  commis¬ 
sions  such  as  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  Board  of  Min¬ 
isterial  Training  and  Qualification,  The  Board 
of  Evangelism,  participating  in  the  first  area 
Evangelistic  Campaign.  It  was  held  in  the 
Philadelphia  area,  in  1950.  He  served  on  the 
Town  and  Country  Commission,  attending  a 
great  conference  in  S'ioux  City,  Iowa.  He  served 
on  the  feoard  of  Temperance,  attending  a  con¬ 
ference  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  appreciated 
these  great  opportunities  offered  by  the  church. 

Mr.  Decker  was  blest  with  a  fine  physique 
and  good  health,  rarely  missing  a  preaching 
appointment.  However,  last  winter  he  worked 
for  more  than  two  months,  unaware  that  he 
was  having  coronary  attacks,  until  the  doctor 
detected  it  and  put  him  to  bed  on  April  19, 
where  he  lay  for  more  than  two  months,  hop¬ 
ing  and  praying  that  he  would  be  able  to  re¬ 
sume  his  work.  It  could  not  be  for  his  heart 
was  damaged  beyond  repair,  and  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  for  him  to  retire.  He  missed  his  first  con¬ 
ference  roll  call  in  June,  after  giving  35  years 
to  the  ministry. 

He  served  the  following  charges:  Hunter, 
Bellefonte,  McRae,  Judsonia,  Magazine,  Aubrey, 
Harrisburg,  Piggott,  Midland  Heights,  Fort 
Smith,  Manila,  Rector,  West  Helena,  and  Prairie 
Grove.  We  moved  to  West  Helena  June  21, 
where  we  planned  to,  make  our  home,  but  he 
passed  to  his  glorious  reward  in  the  Helena 
Hospital  June  27  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Cogbille  Cemetery  in  Wynne  June  29.  The 
funeral  was  held  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
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West  Helena,  conducted  by  Rev.  Glen  Bruner, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Norris  Steele,  Little  Rock, 
Rev.  J.  T.  Byrd,  Harrisburg,  Rev.  Garland  Tay¬ 
lor,  Marianna,  and  Rev.  Jimmie  Chandler, 
Rector.  Rev.  ~A.  N.  Storey  of  Conway  preached 
the  beautiful  and  fitting  funeral  sermon,  using 
11  Samuel  3:38  for  a  text,  “And  the  King  said 
unto  his  servant,  know  ye  not  that  a  prince 
and  a  great  man  has  fallen  this  day  in  Israel?” 

Mr.  Decker  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four 
sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  Baldwin,  Elaine,  Mrs.  Maude 
Littlejohn,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Tom  Weir, 
Grenada,  Mississippi,  Mrs.  John  Knox,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Oklahoma,  a  brother,  Joe  Twitty, 
Elaine.  He  is  also  survived  by  two  nieces,  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Pannell,  Elaine  and  Mrs.  John  Wolfe, 
Cincinnati,  two  nephews,  Dan  Baldwin,  Brink- 
ley,  and  Cleve  Littlejohn,  Anaheim,  California. 

He  speaks  to  me  through  a  few  words 
by  Ann  Porter. 

“One  of  us  will  enter  first, 

And  close  the  swinging  gate 
For  a  while,  and  one  of  us  will 
Count  the  empty  years  and  wait  .  .  . 

But,  if  you  close  the  gate 

My  heart  will  follow  all  the  way  .  .  . 

And  I  shall  leave  my  love 
To  cheer  you,  if  you  stay.” 

“Well  done  good  and  faithful  servant,  en¬ 
ter  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.” 


What's  It  All  About? 

George  Arliss  took  the  part  of  “The  Man 
Who  Played  God”  in  the  movie  of  that  name, 
made  from  a  famous  story.  He  was  a  great 
musician  who  lost  his  hearing  and  therefore 
his  work  and  his  fame.  He  became  the  virtual 
prisoner  of  his  apartment  in  the  city,  near  a 
park.  To  pass  the  time,  he  watched  the  people 
on  the  park  benches,  from  his  window.  These 
little  people,  far  down  below  began  to  fascinate 
him.  In  order  that  he  might  enter  into  their 
lives  and  know  their  secrets,  he  learned  to  read 
their  lips  through  a  telescope.  And  then  he 
mingled  with  them,  helped  and  befriended 
them. 

It  is  not  a  perfect  parable,  of  course,  for 
God  does  not  scheme  and  plan  as  this  man  did. 
But  He  does  read  our  hearts  and  enter  into  our 
lives  and  there,  inside  of  us  as  it  were,  He 
guides  and  helps  and  befriends. 

Religion  is  about  the  God  who  is  not  “out 
there”  but  “down  here”,  not  “up  there”  but 
“in  here”.  It  is  about  the  validity  of  the  long¬ 
ings  and  hopes  and  dreams  which  haunt  us, 
the  still  small  voice  that  speaks  to  us.  “.  .  .  in 
him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  . 

— Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  in  What’s  It  All 
About? 
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Editorials: 

Ecumenical  Spirit  ‘Developing 

(Editorial  Correspondence,  Sunday,  September  9) 

ALTHOUGH  it  is  altogether  true  that  the  true  ecumenical 
church  begins  in  the  local  church,  a  real  ecumenical  spirit 
is  being  experienced  by  those  in  attendance  at  the  Ninth 
World  Methodist  Conference  the  first  12  days  of  September  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina. 

Our  readers  will  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  a 
true  appraisal  of  the  significance  of  this  world  gathering  when 
such  an  attempt  is  made  before  the  Conference’s  adjournment. 
However,  certain  characteristics  of  the  Conference  have  been 
very  apparent  from  the  beginning  of  the  sessions. . 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Conference  has  strengthened  the 
ties  that  already  exist  between  40  branches  of  Methodism  scattered 
throughout  the  world  in  70  nations.  Understanding,  mutual  re¬ 
spect,  deep  confidence,  broad  appreciation,  and  high  regard  have 
all  been  made  possible  through  the  opportunities  for  fellowship, 
discussion  and  platform  presentations  which  the  Conference  has 
afforded.  One  is  made  keenly  aware  that  the  same  Wesleyan 
spirit  that  has  moved  in  the  lives  of  so  many  Americans  has  also 
prompted  the  spiritual  aspirations  of  many  nationalities  and  races 
in  most  every  area  of  the  globe. 

We  have  been  impressed  with  a  note  of  concern  so  evident  in 
many  of  the  addresses  and  discussions,  a  concern  which  finds  its 
outward  expression  in  programs  of  evangelism.  This  note  comes 
from  long  established  areas  of  Methodism  as  well  as  from  areas 
in  which  the  Methodist  movement  is  relatively  new.  Five  years 
ago  at  Oxford  the  evangelistic  emphasis  was  laid  down  for  this 
five  year  period;  the  emphasis  has  been  worthwhile,  and  the  note 
was  sounded  many  times  during  the  Junaluska  Conference. 

There  has  been  a  notable  theological  content  in  many  of  the 
presentations  and  discussions.  This  is  probably  a  reflection  of  a 
rising,  genuine  interest  in  theology  in  most  sections  of  the  world. 
More  than  once  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  Wesley’s  preaching 
and  writing  was  saturated  with  theological  and  doctrinal  concepts, 
and  a  Methodism  which  has  lost  sight  of  these  fundamentals  of 
the  faith,  is  like  a  ship  without* a  rudder. 

The  program  made  ample  place  for  and  the  Conference  made 
the  most  of  opportunity  for  expression  of  Methodism’s  concern  for 
the  great  social  issues  facing  the  world’s  society.  However,  this 
Concern  has  been  kept  in  its  proper  perspective.  The  Conference 
did  not  become  a  sounding  board  for  those  who  needed  a  place 
to  air  their  particular  points  of  view.  There  was,  however,  ample 
expression  of  Methodism’s  responsibility  for  taking  its  place  of 
leadership  in  the  social  order. 

The  most  hopeful  impression  was  the  positive  reassertion  of 
the  church  and  the  Christian  message  as  the  hope  of  our  world 
with  all  of  its  overwhelming  problems.  This  ecumenical  witness 
to  the  saving  power  of  the  Christian  gospel  is  a  marvelous  exper¬ 
ience  to  know.  When  consecrated  responsible  persons,  not  profes¬ 
sional  religionists,  assert  that  the  world’s  hope  lies  not  in  diplo¬ 
macy  at  London,  Washington  or  Moscow,  or  in  the  United  Nations 
organization,  but  in  the  teachings  of  the  Man  of  Galilee,  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  His  Risen  Spirit  in  tl^e  lives  of  men,  and  in  World 
Council  meetings  such  as  Amsterdam  and  Evanston,  one  is  made 
to  believe  that  as  a  Christian  he  is  sharing  in  the  greatest  endeavor 
of  all,  establishing  God’s  Kingdom. 

The  ecumenical  church  begins  in  the  local  church,  and  any 
local  church  and  Christian  which  shares  the  evangelistic  concern, 
the  theological  basis,  the  social  senitivity,  and  the  belief  in  Christ 
as  the  hope  of  the  world,  as  shared  at  Junaluska,  are  indeed 
ecumenical  in  tbeir  outlook.  Our  world  needs  the  unity  which 
such  a  sharing  makes  possible. 

Communists  Lament  Degeneration  Of  youth 

A  RECENT  release  by  Religious  News  Service  states:  “Polish 
radio  reports  on  Congress  of  Y^uth  Organizations  held  in 
Warsaw,  quoted  high-ranking  government  leaders  as  stating 
that  the  present  generation  of  young  people  is  rapidly  degenerat¬ 


ing  into  ‘immoral,  drink-addicted,  cynical  hooligans  to  whom  noth¬ 
ing  is  sacred.’  ” 

One  of  the  strange  things  about  this  confession  of  degeneracy 
of  youth  by  the  communist  leaders  is  the  fact  that,  along  with 
the  confession  is  a  statement  that  insisted  that  young  people  must 
be  kept  away  from  clerical  and,  other  religious  influences. 

Only  the  strange  quirk  yf  communist  mentality  could  spawn 
these  conflicting,  contradicting  ideas  in  the  same  breath.  The 
back-wash  of  the  French  revolution  gave  a  demonstration  of  the 
quick  moral  degeneracy  of  a  nation  that  denied  the  existence  of 
God.  As  France  wallowed  in  the  sewer  of  its  rnoral  filth,  some  one 
is  reported  to  have  declared,  “If  there  is  no  God  we  must  create 
one.” 

If  Polish  leaders  are  right  in  their  estimate  of  the  low  moral 
character  of  their  young  people,  they  also  may  find  it  necessary 
to  reverse  their  teachings  about  God  or  be  engulfed  by  the  “im¬ 
moral  drink-addicted,  cynical  hooligans  to  whom  nothing  is  sa¬ 
cred.” 

Blinded  as  they  are  by  their  communistic  ideology,  it  does  not 
seem  to  occur  to  the  leaders  of  communism  that  there  might  be 
a  connection  between  the  moral  degeneracy  of  their  youth  and  the 
atheistic  philosophy  that  has  been  instilled  into  their  minds.  Young 
peqple,  as  well  as  adults,  need  an  authoritative  standard  for  moral 
conduct. 

If  there  be  no  God,  no  Christ,  no  authoritative  standard  for 
moral  conduct,  then  one  man’s  opinion  about  what  is  right  and 
wrong  is  about  as  weighty  as  another.  The  fact  that  Russian 
leaders  set  up  a  certain  standard  for  life  may  not  impress  the 
youth  of  communism  as  being  so  important,  when  their  inclina¬ 
tions  lead  them  otherwise.  Russian  leaders  have  been  guilty  of  so 
many  basic  crimes,  many  of  which  they  have  confessed,  that  their 
youth  may  not  be  willing  to  trust  a  standard  for  conduct  that  has 
no  basis  except  the  judgment  of  their  elders.  When  Russia  dis¬ 
carded  the  Bible,  it  had  left  only  man-made  rules.  These  do  not 
always  impress  young  people. 

c Violence  Is  Not  ^he  ^Answer 

THE  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  after  these  many  years, 
that  segregation  is  unconstitutional,  has  caused  more  wide¬ 
spread  dissatisfaction  in  the  South  than  anything  that  has 
happened  since  the  civil  war.  Dissatisfaction  with  the  decision  has 
not  been  confined  to  the  South.  There  are  several  places  in  the 
North  where  integration  of  races  in  the  schools  has  created  ex¬ 
plosive  situations. 

The  problem  of  integration  is  much  more  acute  in  the  South 
than  in  the  North  because  the  Negro  population  in  the  South,  es¬ 
pecially  in  some  sections,  is  so  much  larger  in  proportion  than  is 
found  in  the  North  and  West. 

There  have  been  many  proposals,  for  the  solution  of  the 
problems  that  have  arisen,  both  by  those  who  favor  integration 
and  those  who  oppose  it.  Most  of  these  suggested  remedies  look 
to  a  solution  through  legal  processes.  This  is  quite  in  order  in 
America  since  here  we  have  freedom  of  action  to  help  implement 
any  law  we  favor  and  we  have  a  right  to  work  for  the  change  of 
laws  we  do  not  favor  so  long  as  our  efforts  either  way  are  within 
the  law. 

Whatever  may  be  one’s  judgment  as  to  the  advisability  of 
integrating  the  races  in  state  supported  schools,  we  feel  that  all 
good  citizens,  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  idea,  will  join  us  in 
saying  that,  “Violence  Is  Not  The  Answer”  to  the  problems  of 
race.  The  last  thing  that  America  can  afford  is  publicly  supported 
violence  in  an  effort  to  impose  the  will  of  one  group  upon  another. 

In  a  democracy,  where  law  and  order  are  essential  to  survival 
of  government,  violence  usually  results  in  the  breaking  of  many 
laws.  Furthermore,  if  violance  succeeds  in  its  purpose,  whatever 
that  purpose  may  be,  it  means  the  break-down  of  law  at  that 
point  and  America  cannot  afford  a  breakdown  of  orderly,  legal 
processes  anywhere. 

Laws  passed  may,  in  operation,  prove  to  be  good  or  bad.  It 
bad  they  should  be  repealed  by  legal  processes.  However,  to  oppose 
a  law  by  violence  is  more  likely  to  prove  the  need  for  the  law 
than  it  is  to  cause  it  to  be  repealed.  No  cause  is  really  helped  by 
radicalism  and  violence.  Such  a  course  of  action  discredits  and 
dishonors  the  very  cause  it  proposes  to  help. 
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Alcohol  Is  Not 
For  Me! 

By  Mike  John,  Jr., 
Author  of  Think  Spiritually 


Local  Church  Welcomes 

Its  Missionary  Pastor 


The  use  of  alcohol  and  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  use  of  alcohol  consti¬ 
tute  a  manner  and  way  of  living  for 
too  many  people  and  therefore  in¬ 
fluence  basic  economics,  social  and 
moral  principles  within  the  society 
of  man.  / 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  this  in¬ 
fluence  and  its  enlarging,  increas¬ 
ing  sentiment  in  the  lives  of  our 
people. 

Common  sense  is  the  desire  and 
the  ability  to  see  things  as  they  are, 
and  to  do  things  as  they  should  be 
done.  The  use  and  wrong  results  of 
alcohol  glaringly  attest  to  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  common  sense  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  those  who  resort  to  alcohol 
as  a  physical  and  mintal  satisfier. 

The  principle  of  universality  is 
the  concept  that  what  is  good  for 
one  should,  or  might  be,  good  for 
all.  Alcoholism  respects  no  geo¬ 
graphical,  social  or  other  barrier; 
but  rather  seeks  to  encompass  the 
minds  and  wills  of  all  people  who 
will  submit  to  its  deadly  lure.  Liv¬ 
ing  in  a  community  or  a  world 
where  it  is  the  universally  accept¬ 
ed  practice  to  indulge  in  alcoholic 
drink  would  be  living  in  a  com¬ 
munity  or  world  that  by  precept 
and  example  exert  both  social  and 
moral  influence  upon  even  chil¬ 
dren  to  indulge  in  alcoholic  drink. 

As  a  universal  concept  and  pat¬ 
tern  I  abhor  the  idea  and  would 
lift  my  voice  against  it,  and  would 
help  to  discourage  it  by  being  Chris¬ 
tian  enough  in  my  personal  life  to 
abstain  from  liquor. 

Perhaps  my  supreme  reason  for 
non-indulgence  in  alcohol  is  the 
favor  and  expectant  approval  I  seek 
from  a  loving  and  discerning  God. 
My  faith  in  God  places  a  positive  re¬ 
striction  upon  my  use  of  alcohol. 
Christ  taught  of  the  dignity  of  man 
and  the  spiritual  sensitiveness  of 
man’s  soul.  And  as  a  proven  evil, 
alcohol  has  always  been  a  deterrent 
of  man’s  mind,  heart  and  soul  away 
from  the  clearness  oL  God’s  truth. 
Anything  that  will  degrade,  de- 
.prave.  depress  and  dissipate  man  s 
life  like  alcohol  stands  forth  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  God’s  laws. 

If  we  expect  to  continue  forward 
in  the  path  of  intellectual  and  spir¬ 
itual  progress,  we  must  not  allow 
our  generation  to  become  side¬ 
tracked  into  the  back  alley  of  al¬ 
coholic  deterioration  of  our  physi¬ 
cal  and  moral  being.  If  our  fibre  of 
character  and  conscience  is  to 
withstand  the  great  onslaught  of 
the  “isms”  that  would  seek  to  un¬ 
ravel  us,  we  must  not  weaken  our 
fabric  of  right  living  by  soaking  it 
in  the  disintegrating  cesspool  of  al¬ 
cohol.  '  , 

Mankind  stands  at  the  crossroad 
of  decision.  The  choice  is  between 
the  (1)  desire  to  conform  or  (2)  the 
right  to  abstain.  To  conform  to  the 
confusion  and  conflict  of  the  fads 
and  fashions  of  an  alcoholic  society 
enhances  the  calculated  risk  that 
we  might  be  swept  down  the  stream 
of  irresponsible  alcoholic  living  into 
the  dead  sea  of  debauchery,  and 
history  has  more  than  adequate 
proof  of  this  happening  to  other 
nations.  But  to  abstain,  we  add  our 
individual  example  to  the  total 
strength  guiding  the  destiny,  of.,  our 
people.  We  should  not  deprive  our 
future  by  debauching  the  present. 
We  should  abstain  and  restrain  omv 
selves  from  alcohol  so  that  we  might 
attain  and  retain  non-alcoholic 


SINCE  1942  the  First  Methodist 
Church  ,of  Amite,  Louisiana, 
has  supported  the  Rev.  Hen¬ 
drix  Townsley  as  its  mission¬ 
ary  pastor  in  India.  Recently  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Townsley  and  their  two 
children  spent  two  days  visiting  the 
church.  Pictured  here  are  some  of 
the  highlights  of  the  week. 

Top 

At  right,  Mrs.  Townsley  tells  of 
women’s  work  and  her  personal  ex¬ 
periences  in  India  at  a  coffee  given 
in  her  honor.  Here  she  talks  with 
Mrs.  Reid  Wainwright  as  Mesdames 
Glenn  Smith,  E.  W.  Forshag,  C.  S. 
Stewart  and  James  Christie  look 
on. 

Center 

At  the  Sunday  night  reception  are 
shown  members  of  the  Commission 
on  Missions.  Left  to  right,  Mrs.  A. 
E.  Hood,  Mrs.  Weston  Brumfield, 
Mrs.  Lida  Morrison,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Forshag  with  the  Townsleys  and 
Rev.  Byrappa  Rathnam  Isaiah,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Yadagiri 
District  and  a  delegate  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  who  had  preached 
at  the  evening  worship  hour. 

Bottom 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Christie  bid  fare¬ 
well  to  the  Townsleys  as  Kay  climbs 
and  Colleen  holds  the  Indian  flag. 
The  Board  of  Missions  station 
wagon,  for  use  by  the  Townsleys  on 
furlough  and  later  on  their  return 
to  India  was  delivered  to  them  on 
their  arrival  at  New  York,  through 
the  courtesy  of  a  local  dealer.  The 
church  was  fortunate  in  securing 
the  modern  air-conditioned  hpmc  in 
the  background  for  the  Townsleys’ 
use  during  their  visit. 

“The  visit  of  these  Christian 
friends  with  us  has  been  the  most 
significant  event  in  the  life  of  this 
church  in  recent  years,”  said  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  pastor.  “Our 
support  of  a  missionary  during  the 
past  15  years  has  done  much  to 
widen  the  vision  and  deepen  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  Congregation. 
We  heartily  recommend  similar 
‘Advance  Specials’  to  any  church 
considering  such  a  step.  We  feel 
that  it  has  helped  us  probably  as 
much  as  it  has  helped  India.” 


Businessman  Takes 
Church  Relief  Post 

New  York  (RNS)  —  A  39-year- 
old  Wisconsin  builder  left  here  for 
Korea  where  we  will  donate  two 
years  to  the  work  of  Church  World 
Service,  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  relief  agency. 

Robert  Edwards  Thompson  will 
become  assistant  director  in  charge 
of  business  administration  for  Ko¬ 
rea  Church  World  Service. 

An  Army  captain  in  World  War 
II,  Mr.  Thompson  is  former  assist¬ 
ant  controller  and  auditor  for  Nor- 


thinking  and  living  for  both  now 
and  for  posterity. 


cor  Manufacturing  Co.,  Green  Bay, 
Wis.,  and  the  Paper  Converting 

Machine  Co. 

The  businessman  said  he  decided 
to  contribute  two  years  to  CWS  be¬ 
cause  of  “the  urgency  of  trying  to 
protect  the  Asian  people  from  the 
inroads  of  Communism.”  He  said 
he  felt  this  could  best  be  done  by 
helping  them  establish  “  a  whole¬ 
some  base  of  economic  operation.” 

In  his  Korea  job,  Mr.  Thompson 
will  aid  in  the  distribution  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  of  U.S.  surplus  foods 
to  the  needy  and  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  hospitals  and  agricultural 
development  projects. 


THE  ABUNDENT  LIFE 

Has  abundant  improvement 
brought  the  abundant  life,  or  can 
we  discover  its  nature?  Does  such 
a  life  really  exist?  An  unequivocal 
answer  may  be  impossible,  but  the 
question  cannot  be  evaded  or  ig¬ 
nored.  Frustration,  rootlessness,  the 
inability  to  live  as  a  “family  man,” 
as  a  son  in  the  Father’s  household, 
dwarfs  every  “improvement”  and 
ultimately  makes  it  our  possible  ex¬ 
ecutioner.  Any  improvement  must 
justify  itself  in  the  light  of  a  solitary 
question,  “What  does  this  item,  this 
event,  do  to  human  beings?” — 
Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


ENTHUSIASM 


,  *  f“"10us  statesman  once  said:  "Enthusiasm  is  the  genius  at  sincerity 
and  truth  accomplishes  no  victories  without  it.”  Enthusiasm  has  a  con¬ 
tagious  power. 

But  enthusiasm  is  not  self-sustaining.  When  we  say  a  person  is  an 
“enthusiast,”  we  are  not  paying  a  compliment.  We 
mean  that  he  is  a  person  whose  enthusiasm  flares  up 
easily  and  quickly  but  often  is  not  very  lasting.  He 
is  caught  by  some  new  fervor.  He  is  like  a  match 
which  soon  burns  itself  out.  What  we  need  is  sustained 
enthusiasm  which  resembles  the  incandescence  of  the 
electric  light.  The  steady  glow  of  the  electric  lamp  is 
fed  by  a  current  which  comes  through  long  wires. 

The  fleeting  flares  of  fickle  enthusiasm  are  not  good 
enough  for  these  times.  And  is  it  not  true  that  our 
enthusiasms  tend  to  become  shorter-lived  as  the  tempo 

_ _ _ of  living  is  speeded  up?  The  headlines  of  today’s  paper 

are  crowded  to  the  back  pages  by  tomorrow’s  news  events.  In  our  search 
for  happiness  we  tire  quickly  of  our  pleasures  and  are  ever  seeking  new 
thrills.  Modern  life  is  speeded  up  into  a  staccato  of  stimulation.  We  are 
always  trying  to  get  a  “kick”  out  of  something  new.  But  a  successsion  of 
“kicks”  does  not  give  a  sustained  glow. 

How  can  we  rekindle  the  fires  of  enthusiasm  when  they  die  down? 
Of  course,  our  own  pluck  and  courage  can  do  something.  When  we  hold 
on  past  the  point  of  quitting,  we  are  likely  to  release  a  new  current  of 
energy. 

Some  time  ago  I  heard  a  bishop  of  my  church  telling  of  a  time'  in 
his  early  thirties  when  he  wanted  to  quit  the  ministry.  He  felt  that  he 
was  not  accomplishing  anything,  that  he  was  getting  nowhere.  He  went 
down  to  the  business  place  of  his  leading  layman  to  resign.  As  he  opened 
the  door  of  the  layman’s  office,  he  found  him  talking  on  the  telephone.  The 
man  was  hopping  from  one  foot  to  the  other  and  gesticulating  angrily 
with  his  free  hand.  Finally  the  layman  banged  down  the  receiver  and 
shouted,  “I’m  going  to  quit  this  business.  I’m  through.” 

“Well,  then,”  said  the  young  minister,  “I  guess  we’re  both  in  the  same 


boat,  for  I  m  quitting  too.”  Then  as  they  stood  and  looked  at  each  other 
the  saving  grace  of  humor  came  to  their  rescue,  their  hotheadedness  was 
tempered  by  the  warmheartedness  of  their  friendship  and  both  recovered 
~®ir  pluck,  and  courage  to  carry  on.  It  proved  the  turning  point  in  the 
of  'the  church  mimstry  ln  *hat  Parish>  and  he  became  an  honored  bishop 

1-UCk  a^d/°^ag5.  and  the  encouragement  of  friends  can  do  much.  But 
more ^ is  needed.  The  Greek  origin  of  the  word  “enthusiasm”  is  suggestive 

“in  God  ”  meamng  m’  and  “theos>”  meaning  “God.”  Enthusiasm  means 

+^hat  is_what  the  Psalmist  revealed  when  he  wrote:  “Why  art  thou 
■  °  my  soul,  and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me?  Hope  thou 

in  God,  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him.” 

God  sustains  enthusiasm  in  our  good  works  by  convincing  us  of  their 

?3"j  “ i  Listen:,  "Be  ye  steadfast,  inunovfb”  alwaw 

ounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  for  as  much  as  ye  know  that  your 
labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.”  y 

if  T  h?^^n!.h,^y°^.'in^?y*Suy’  1  could  keep  up  my  Slow  of  enthusiasm,  too, 
if  I  had  such  faith.  But  how  am  I  to  be  convinced  that  my  work  is  not 

bvflondW?en  T  m^r°PS  destroyed  by  drought  or  my  home  swept  away 
by  flood  or  my  boy  killed  in  war?”  K  y 

wnrHlem,^e^ei^ber  that  the  Psalmist  and  St.  Paul,  who  uttered  the  brave 
words  quoted  above,  were  veterans  of  disaster.  Is  it  not  impressive  that 
those  who  have  suffered  the  most  are  usually  the  ones  with  strongest  faith 

m  goodness?  They  have  learned  that  “tribulation  worketh  patience 

and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope.”  P  ’ 

q  „+PU^,ing  4.H gus* *  1 *  Preached  four  Sundays  in  Glasgow.  My  visit  to 
Scotland  recalled  the  experience  of  George  Matheson,  the6 Scottish  minister 

SplJi  SUgh/  period  Which  he  doubted  the  existence  of  God.  But 
held  pu  to  his  ideals  and  duties  until  he  came  through.  Late  in  life  after 

?ai.hySSn:  h‘m'  h6  Wr0te  ,he  h>™  which  reveals  his 

O  Light  that  followest  all  my  way, 

I  yield  my  flickering  torch  to  Thee, 

My  heart  restores  its  borrowed  ray, 

That  in  Thy  sunshine’s  blaze  its  day 
May  brighter,  fairer  be.” 

n,  «r^heru7e+ar5  at  our  wit’3  end  and  then  hold  on,  we  find  the  wisdom 
of  One  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think™ 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 
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LAYMEN’S  DAY,  OCTOBER  21st. 

Laymen’s  Day  will  be  observed  this  year 
as  usual,  the  third  Sunday  in  October.  The  sub¬ 
ject  suggested  this  year  is,  “The  Truth  Shall 
Make  You  Free.”  The  subject  material  has  been 
written  by  Ray  H.  Nichols,  chairman  of  the 
General  Board  of  Lay  Activities.  v 

Laymen’s  Day  should  be  observed  in  every 
Methodist  Church  in  the  land.  It  is  a  great 
deal  more  important  than  simply  going  through 
the  motions  of  seeing  a  nervous  layman  carry 
the  morning  service  once  a  year.  It  should  be 
an  opportunity  for  at  least  one  layman,  maybe 
more,  to  feel  the  sense  of  great  responsibility 
a  minister  must  feel  when  he  steps  into  the 
pulpit  and  tries  to  lead  his  congregation  in  a 
worship  experience  that  will  be  helpful  to  all 
who  are  in  attendance.  It  should  be  a  means  of 
using  Methodist  laymen  in  another  of  the  min¬ 
istries  that  they  should  prepare  themselves  to 
do. 

A  few  suggestions  might  be  helpful  about 
organizing  the  Laymen’s  Day  service.  The 
church  lay  leader  should  go  to  his  pastor  at 
once  and  ask  him  about  making  plans  for  the 
day.  The  two  men  should  discuss  the  choice 
of  man  or  men  to  take  the  service.  Some 
churches  use  several  men.  Others  use  only  one. 
Don’t  make  the  mistake  of  having  so  many  men 
in  front  of  the  congregation  that  they  might 
cause  the  service  to  slip  into  a  sort  of  “home 
talent”  show.  Remember,  it  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  worship  service  of  the  week.  The  pastor 
should  be  in  the  audience.  It  is  an  excellent 
time  for  him  to  sit  with  his  family.  It  is  not, 
though,  a  good  time  for  the  pastor  to  take  a 
short  vacation.  He  should  be  there.  Do  not  try 
to  get  the  most  prominent  man  in  the  town  or 
county  simply  because  he  is  a  “big  name”. 
Above  all,  get  a  Methodist.  Make  Laymen’s  Day 
a  worship  service  for  Methodists,  not  a  time  for 
hearing  a  man  just  because  he  might  be  a  good 
talker.  The  earnest  witness  of  a  poor  speaker 
will  do  more  good  than  the  polished  phrases 
of  the  orator. 


A  MEASURING-ROD  FOR 
BELIEF  AND  ACTION 

There  is  something  of  a  shallow  and  un¬ 
realistic  tolerance”  in  the  off-hand  manner  in 
which  too  many  people  declare,  “After  all,  it 
doesn  t  make  any  difference  what  your  religion 
is— we  are  all  going  to  the  same  place  but  by 
different  paths.”  Sometimes  this  is  said  as  a 
sort  of  general  condescension  to  another’s  de- 
nominationalism;  and  sometimes -as  a  means  of 
escape  from  any  responsibility  for  the  proc¬ 
lamation  of  the  Christian  faith  either  at  home 
or  abroad.  It  is  all  right  for  the  Chinese  to 
be  followers  of  Confucius,  and  for  the  people 
of  India  to  be  Hindus,”  these  people  say.  “It’s 
their  way  of  going  through  life  and  into  another 
life.  Why  not  leave  them  alone?” 

And  then  there  are  those  who  take  a  so- 
called  “scientific  approach”  which  is  almost 
always  negative  to  anything  that  cannot  be 
proven  objectively  in  the  test  tube  and  by  the 
five  senses.  Such  is  the  college  textbook  defini¬ 
tion  of  morality,  quoted  recently  by  an  editor¬ 
ial  writer  in  The  Saturday  Review:  “Morality 
is  the  quality  of  behaving  in  the  way  that 
society  approves  .  .  .  When  a  person  obeys  the 
rules  and  laws  of  his  society,  we  say  that  he 
is  moral  or  good.”  This,  among  anthropologists 
and  sociologists,  is  a  not  at  all  uncommon  point 
of  view.  Cannibalism  and  head-hunting  and 
bloodshed  are  perfectly  “moral”  where  the 
majority  approve.  This  also  blesses  war. 

Now  the  essence  of  the  first  of  these  state¬ 
ments  is,  “It  doesn’t  make  any  difference  what 


The  speaker  for  Laymen’s  Day  in  your 
church  should  be  asked  immediately.  This  will 
give  him  time  to  prepare  Jus  message  properly. 
It  also  will  avoid  disappointment  when  you  try 
at  the  last  minute  to  find  a  speaker.  I  have  a 
supply  of  the  booklets  which  outline  the  mes¬ 
sage.  Write  to  me  at  215  Union  Street,  Jones¬ 
boro,  Arkansas,  if  you  need  a  copy.  This  applies 
to  anyone  who  reads  this. 


,  — accunu  is,  ir  aoesrrt 

make  any  difference  what  you  do,  so  long  as 

!!r  “  thf  acaeptauble  norm  of  your  cfemmunity 
or  society.  Combine  these  two  —  and  there  is 
a  close  relationship  between  them  ■ —  and  the 

There  cL^vf  Cha°S  3nd  moral  anarch 

or  evil  ofnhe?tn°  Criterion  of  ^suiting  good 
r  evil  —  of  better  or  worse  —  by  which  a 

faith  or  belief  is  to  be  measured:  “they  all  lead 
to  he  same  end.”  And,  as  Editor  KrJtch  sug¬ 
gests,  one  holding  this  definition  of  morality 
can  never  hope  to  “improve  the  morals”  of  his 

asSeTom  tbeC9USe  by  S°  d0ing  he  go 

aside  from  the  -norm  of  his  fellows  —  and  that 

is  unmoral  if  not  immoral! 

Indeed,  it  is  this  lack  of  common  belief 
common  morality,  common  objective  or  goal  in 
human  life  that  is  the  cause  of  the  unrest  thS 
plagues  the  whole  world  today.  We  have  ac¬ 
cepted  no  “standard,”  no  “measuring-stick”  for 
r  i  eologies,  our  beliefs,  our  actions  public 

Phfes  in  ;  T  diff6r  in  religi°n,  in  philoso- 
phies,  in  social  concepts  as  much  as  in  lan- 

conflict  and  CUSt°ms‘  ,°ut  of  this  chaos  come 
conflict  and  war,  revolution  and  anarchy,  hates 

and  misunderstandings.  Men  will  not  act  in 
harmony  until  they  are  in  agreement  as  to  be¬ 
liefs  and  as  to  goals.  Even  co-existence  is  but 
truce  and  not  a  peace,  though  it  may  be  a 
necessary  or  desirable  interlude  for  our  times. 

The  Christian  believes  that  in  his  faith  he 
has  a  revelation  from  God  that  gives  meaning 
and  purpose  and  direction  to  human  life:  that 
all  men  need  to  know  this  Source  of  universal 
understanding  and  wisdom.  He  believes,  too, 
that  in  the  basic  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ 
(rather  than  in  the  “norm”  of  any  community) 
there  is  the  rule,  the  standard,  of  all  morality. 

I  he  Christian  has  seen  all  other  philosophies 

and  measuring  devices  fail  to  serve  the  highest 

interests  of  men.  He  has  seen  communism  and 
scientific  humanism,  Shintoism  and  Hinduism 
fail  to  serve  man’s  highest  spiritual,  and  even 
his  physical  needs.  And  he  has  seen  a  pseudo- 
Christianity  that  has  taken  only  a  part  of  the 
Gospel,  and  has  applied  that  only  to  individual 
needs  and  not  to  social  or  group  or  internation¬ 
al  needs,  fail  also.  But  he  knows  that  his  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  rightly  and  fully  interpreted  and 
lived,  is  the  only  answer  to  man’s  search  for 
a  philosophy  of  purpose  and  a  way  of  behavior 
that  will  satisfy.  It  is  the  highest  man  knows, 
unless  and  until  God  gives  fuller  revelation. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHQDISX 


Excerpts  From  Sunday  School  Lesson  At 
Hightower  Men's  Class,  Asbury,  Little  Rock 


JESUS  IS  THE 

SON  OF  QOD 

By  G.  H.  POWELL,  Teacher 


WE  have  been  taught  by  our  fathers  and 
mothers,  and  by  good  men  and  women 
who  have  lived  before  us,  many  facts 
about  Jesus,  in  addition  to  the  many 
things  we  learn  from  the  Bible  concerning  Jesus 
as  the  Son  of  God.  God  and  Christ  are  spiritual 
Beings,  man  is  human.  There  is  no  attempt  in 
the  Bible  or  ancient  history  to  prove  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  God;  it  is  taken  for  granted. 

From  the  time  of  Adam  to  this  good  moment, 
men  of  all  ages,  regardless  of  race  or  color,  have 
sought  to  find  God,  some  through  one  method, 
some  another.  They  have  realized  that  there  is  a 
supreme  Being  greater  then  man  who  rules  the 
universe.  They  have  sought  to  worship  Him 
through  idols  and  images,  and  in  such  have  found 
only  the  material  side  of  life  and  not  the  spir¬ 
itual. 

The  self-existing,  almighty  Creator,  who 
brought  all  things  into  existence,  maintains  them 
by  His  power.  Jesus,  as  the  Son  of  God,  joined 
in  all  the  creative  work  of  God.  In  Genesis  1:26, 
we  have  these  words,  after  God  had  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  had  made  all 
other  things  upon  the  earth,  “Let  US  make  man 
in  OUR  image,  speaking  of  Jesus  His  Son.”  So 
Jesus  was  present  when  the  world  was  made. 
He  was  present  when  our  first  parents  were 
made. 

Before  any  record  of  events  were  written, 
the  Jews  knew  that  Jesus  the  Son  of  God  was 
coming  into  this  world,  and  from  the  time  the 
records  were  first  written  in  the  law  and  the 
prophets  they  were  required  to  know  these  writ¬ 
ings;  they  were  taught  them  from  their  youth 
up.  The  Jews,  therefore,  knew  that  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
they  knew  that  Jesus  was  present  then.  They 
knew  that  God  called  their  father  Abraham  from 
Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  and  told  him  to  go  into  the 
land  He  would  show  him,  and  that  He  would 
make  of  him  a  great  nation,  and  said  “in  thee 
shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed.” 

Tl^gse  Jews  heard  from  their  own  prophet, 
Isaiah,  that  unto  them  would  be  born  a  Son,  and 
that  “His  name  would  be  called  Wonderful, 
Counsellor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  the 
Prince  of  Peace”. 

They  knew  from  their  Prophet  Micah,  more 
than  700  years  befQre  Jesus  came,  just  where 
He  would  be  born  when  Micah  said  “But  thou 
Bethlehem,  though  thou  be  least  among  the 
cities  of  Judah,  yet  out  of.  thee  shall  He  come 
forth  unto  me,  to  be  ruler  of  my  people  Israel, 
whose  going  forth  have  been  from  old,  from 
everlasting” ,  confirming  Jesus’  presence  when 
the  world  was  made. 

They  heard  from  their  prophet  Malachi,  500 
years  before  Jesus  came,  this  prophecy  “Behold 
f  will  send  My  messenger  (John  the  Baptist), 
and  he  shall  prepare  the  way  before  Me,  and  the 
Lord  whom  ye  seek  shall  suddenly  come  to  His 
Temple,  even  the  Messenger  of  TRUTH  and 
COVENANT  whom  ye  delight  in.  Behold  He 
shall  come,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.” 

They  knew  that  the  triumphant  entry  of 
Jesus  into  Jerusalem  had  been  foretold  hundreds 
°f  years  before  He  came,  and  how  He  would 
c°me.  Since  we  have  in  Zechariah  9:9  these 
words  “Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion, 
shout  O  daughter  of  Jerusalem;  Behold  thy  king 
someth  unto  you,  He  is  just,  and  having  Salva- 
tlorU  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  ass,  and  upon  a 
colt  the  foal  of  an  ass.”  Thus  He  came  and  was 
Ejected,  arrested,  tried,  crucified,  died,  buried, 
Resurrected,  and  ascended  and  has  sat  down  at 
,  he  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  in  Heaven.  We 
pfiust  accept  Him  by  faith. 

No  one  can  experience  FAITH  for  another, 
bach  must  find  for  himself  the  meaning  of  Jesus 


Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  Hence  Jesus  came  in  the 
fullness  of  time,  and  the  Jews  did  not  recognize 
Him.  Instead  of  looking  for  one  who  would  re¬ 
deem  th'eir  souls,  thSy  were  looking  for  a  re¬ 
deemer  of  the  land  of  Israel  from  Roman  bond¬ 
age. 

In  the  New  Testament  after  Jesus  came,  as 
recorded  in  John  1:1-2,  we  find  these  words: 
“In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word 
was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God;  the  same 
was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  and  all  things 
were  made  by  Him,  and  without  Him  was  noth¬ 
ing  made  that  was  made.”  These  same  Jews 
came  to  Jesus  according  to  John  8:53  and  said, 
“We  have  Abraham  to  our  father,  and  you  say  if 
we  have  seen  you, -we  have  seen  the  Father;  Art 
thou  greater  then  our  father  Abraham  who  is 
dead,  and  the  prophets  who  are  dead,  whom 
maketh  thou  thyself?”  Jesus  said  to  them,  “Your 
father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  my  dajq  and  he 
saw  it  and  was  glad.”  Then  said  the  Jews  unto 
Jesus,  “Thou  art  not  50  years  old,  and  hast  thou 
seen  Abraham?”  And  He  said  unto  them,  “Veri¬ 
ly,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  Before  Abraham  was 
I  AM.”  And  they  took  up  stones  to  stone  Jesus 
to  death,  but  he  hid  himself  from  them  and 
passed  out  of  their  midst.  There  they  missed 
their  greatest  opportunity  to  accept  Christ  as 
their  Savior  and  Lord. 

Jesus  asked  His  disciples,  “Whom  do  men 
say  that  I  the  son  of  man  am?”  and  they  said  to 
Him,  some  say  you  are  John,  the  Baptist  raised 
from  the  dead  (Herod  Antipas  had  put  John  to 
death)  some  say  you  are  Elijah,  and  some  say 
one  of  other  prophets.  Jesus  then  asked  them, 
“But  T^hom  say  ye  that  I  am?”  and  Peter,  the 
spokesman  for  the  twelve  disciples,  said,  “Thou 
are  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.” 

It  is  one  thing  to  know  ABOUT  Jesus.  It  is 
quite  another  thing  to  know  Him  yourself.  This 
was  the  problem  of  the  writer  of  the  Hebrews. 
How  much  the  world  today  needs  to  find  itself 
and  thep  to  find  J esus.  The  letter  to  the  Hebrews 
was  written  to  the  Christian  Jews.  The  writer 
was  trying  to  comfort  these  Christians  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  keep  faith  with  Jesu$.  He  was 
writing  to  those  who  presumably  were  familiar 
with  the  Old  Testament,  and  knew  that  in  the 
Old  Testament  times  God  spokb  to  His  people 
through  the  holy  prophets,  and  the  writer  want¬ 
ed  them  to  realize  that  the  SAME  God — their 
God — had  now  spoken  through  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  The  implication  is,  therefore,  that  the 
message  of  God,  transmitted  through  His  Son, 
would  be  in  harmony  with  the  word.  He  had 
communicated  through  His  prophets;  for  God 
does  not  change,  he  is  the  same  yesterday,  today 
and  forever. 

The  writer  emphasizes  this  point,  by  ex¬ 
plaining  the  manner  in  which  Jesus  is  the  anti¬ 
type  of  the  sacrifices  of  Old  Testament  times, 
and  the  fact  also  that  He  was  to  be  the  Mediator 
of  the  New  Covenant.  In  other  words,  Jesus  did 
not  come  to  establish  a  new  religion,  but  to 
vitalize  the  old  by  fulfilling  the  promises  God 
had  made  through  the  prophets.  Jesus  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel 
that  was  preached  before  unto  Abraham  when 
God  promised  him  that  through  his  seed  all  the 
families  of  the  Earth  would  be  blessed. 

This  was  not  a  new  Gospel,  but  a  revealing 
of  the  full  meaning  of  the  original  statement  of 
the  Divine  purpose  to  give  life  to  mankind  in 
general,  and  immortality  to  those  who  followed 
Christ. 

Jesus  has  always  been  the  most  perfect 
revelation  of  the  Father,  and  it  is  through  Him 
that  God  speaks  to  His  people  during  this  the 
Gospel  age.  Thus  the  Gospel  reaches  us  from 
high  Authority,  and  for  this  reason  “we  ought  to 
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give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things  which 
we  have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  should  let 
them  slip.”  Heb.  2-1. 

Man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God.  The  Apostle  says  the  “Word  spoken  by 
Angels  was  steadfast,  and  every  transgression 
and  disobedience  received  a  just  recompense  of 
reward.”  The  reference  here  evidently  is  to  the 
Covenant  which  Stephen  said,  was  given  by  the 
disposition  of  Angels.  The  Father  sent  the  Son 
into  the  world  to  be  the  Savior  of  the  world. 
His  mission  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jews 
only.  On  the  contrary,  while  on  earth,  He  was 
not  unmindful  of  the  other  sheep  (the  Gentiles) 
and  His  last  command  expressly  directs  His  fol¬ 
lowers  to  a  worldwide  enterprise. 

In  accord  with  this  plan,  He  “gave  himself  a 
ransom  for  all  “dying  for  our  sins”.  This  coming 
of  our  Lord  was  therefore  for  a  purpose  much 
wider  than  that  of  presenting  an  example  of 
perfect  manhood.  It  wyas  an  act  of  God  relating 
to  a  greater  purpose  of  the  Godhead  in  which 
God  as  well  as  man  is  concerned,  for  God  was 
in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to  Himself,  not 
imputing  their  trespasses  unto  them. 

It  is  imperative  that  we  not  confuse  two 
separate  and  distinct  things.  The  Bible  teaches 
plainly  that  “Whosoever  will”  may  come  to 
Him”.  That  is  man’s  part,  and  for  that  we  are 
responsible.  But  from  God’s  standpoint,  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  striving  to  woo  men  to  Christ. 
Only  by  the  Holy  Spirit’s  work  can  we  come  to 
and  believe  in  Christ. 

No  person  has  the  right  to  say  that  he  can¬ 
not  believe  in  Christ  as  his  Savior.  Jesus  says, 
“And  he  that  cometh  to  Me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out”.  In  the  same  chapter  He  says  “No  man  can 
come  to  me  except  the  Father  which  sent  me 
draw  him”.  These  two  statements  are  not  con¬ 
tradictory  but  complimentary,  the  same  truth 
from  two  different  viewpoints.  No  other  person 
has  ever  come  to  this  Earth  who  could  make 
such  statements.  And  had  Jesus  not  been  from 
above,  and  born  of  a  virgin,  He  would  not  have 
made  these  statements  Himself. 

You  might  stand  all  the  wisest  and  all  the 
rulers  of  the  Nations  of  earth  side  by  side  today, 
and  put  the  question  to  them,  and  not  one  would 
claim  to  be  pure,  sinless  and  divine.  And  yet  we 
have  the  whosoever  will  which  opens  the  door 
of  salvation  and  eternal  life  to  all  who  will  be¬ 
lieve  and  receive  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

Looking  back  over  the  lesson,  we  find  that 
Christ  is  here  set  forth  as  the  agent  of  me 
world’s  creation;  the  manifestation  of  the  glory 
of  God;  superior  to  the  Angels;  seated  at  the 
right  hand  of  God;  assigned  sovereignty  over  the 
whole  earth;  testified  to  by  the  prophets;  wit¬ 
nessed  to  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  and"  acknowledged 
by  a  voice  from  Heaven,  declaring,  “This  is  my 
beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.” 

What  does  all  this  have  to  do  with  US? 
It  is  by  this  Person  that  our  sins  are  forgiven, 
and  it  was  for  the  accomplishing  of  this  purpose 
that  Christ  came  to  the  world. 

This  tremendous  transaction  could  be  carried 
out  only  by  the  one  Person  here  so  magnificently 
set  forth  for  all  mankind  who  have  lived  before 
us,  and  for  those  who  will  live  throughout  time 
to  come. 
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REV.  ABE  M.  CONERLY,  pastor  of  the  Cal¬ 
houn  Charge,  was  guest  preacher  in  revival 
services  at  the  Pioneer  Methodist  Church,  August 
20-25,  where  Rev.  C.  C.  Mims  is  pastor. 

REV.  W.  S.  KLEINSCHMIDT,  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  was  guest 
preacher  at  John  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  Sunday,  September  2,  where  Rev.  J.  C. 
Rousseaux  is  pastor. 

REV.  DAN  TOHLINE,  pastor  of  the  Church 
Point  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  August  meeting  of  the  Rayne  Methodist 
Men’s  Club.  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams  is  pastor 
at  Rayne. 

DR.  GEORGE  W.  POMEROY,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  was  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Winns- 
boro  Methodist  Church  the  Week  of  September 
9,  where  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  is  pastor. 

REV.  R.  E.  CARTER,  pastor  of  the  Heflin 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in 
revival  services  at  the  Indian  Village  Methodist 
Church,  August  13-18.  The  Indian  Village  Church 
is  on  the  Calhoun  Charge  where  Rev.  Abe.  M. 
Conerly  is  the  pastor. 

IN  RECOGNITION  of  the  Barksdale  Methodist 
Church  Sunday  School  promotion  day,  the 
Commission  on  Education  sponsored  a  picnic  at 
the  Methodist  camp  on  Caney  Lake,  Sunday 
afternoon,  September  9.  Rev.  Fred  Shirley  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

A  REVIVAL  meeting  was  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Sterlington,  August  24- 
31.  Rev.  Walter  M.  Allen,  pastor,  preached  and 
Jimmy  Roach,  choir  director,  was  in  charge  of 
special  music.  Theme  for  the  revival  was  “Christ 
is  the  Answer.” 

REV.  D.  F.  ANDERS,  pastor  of  the  Claiborne 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  preached 
in  revival  services  held  at  the  church  August  26 
through  September  8.  Charles  Crawford  was 
song  leader  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Robinson  and 
Miss  Margie  Norris  were  at  the  organ  and  the 
piano. 

SOUTHSIDE  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Monroe, 
observed  homecoming  day  Sunday,  August 
26,  with  a  dinner  on  the  grounds  served  follow¬ 
ing  the  morning  service.  This  church  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  July,  1952,  and  is  now  building  the 
fourth  unit  in  its  building  program.  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner  is  pastor. 

JAMES  FOMBY,  District  Lay  Leader  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  morning  service  at  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  Sunday,  August 
26.  Judge  George  M.  Foote,  Alexandria,  was 
speaker  at  the  evening  worship  service.  Rev. 
O.  W.  Spinks  is  pastor. 

A  SPECIAL  two-day  Retreat  will  be  held  at 
Caney  Lake  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  15-16,  for  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of 
the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church.  Preston 
Smith,  lay  leader  of  the  church,  is  in  charge  of 
registration  and  the  program.  Rev.  Jack  H.  Mid- 
yett  is  pastor. 

REV.  ROBERT  DEBUSK,  pastor  of  the  Oil  City 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in 
revival  services  held  at  the  Longstreet  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  September  2-9.  T.  N.  Mc¬ 
Kenzie  of  Noel  'Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  was  song  leader.  Rev.  Harold  Mc- 
Clung  is  pastor. 

A  REVIVAL  is  now  in  progress  at  the  Simsboro 
Methodist  Church  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  L. 
M.  Sawyer,  doing  the  preaching.  Pat  Hyatt  is 
in  charge  of  the  song  service  and  special  music 
is  being  presented  each  night  by  singers  from 
surrounding  areas.  The  revival  started  Septem¬ 
ber  9  and  will  continue  through  September  16, 


JOE  L.  HERRING,  district  supervisor  of  Louis¬ 
iana  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commission, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  meeting  -of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Methodist  Men’s 
Club,  Friday  evening,  August  24.  In  connection 
with  his  talk,  he  showed  films  of  Louisiana 
wild  life.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  C.  E.  MUNDEN,  III,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  evening  vesper  service  in  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Sun¬ 
day,  September  2.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Munden  wiR 
soon  return  to  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
SMU  for  his  senior  year  in  the  Seminary.  He  is 
the  president-elect  of  the  student  body  and  will 
serve  in  that  capacity  during  the  coming  year. 

A.  F.  LANIER  has  been  named  chairman  of 
a  fund-raising  campaign  for  a  new  $150,000 
nursery  building  for  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria.  Others  serving  on  the  committee 
are:  Joe  W.  Pitts,  Harold  B.  McSween,  J.  Lam¬ 
bert  Broadwell,  George  Foots,  Dr.  Paul  M.  Davis, 
J ame?  H.  Kitchens,  Jr.,  a^id  J.  N.  Fomby.  Dr. 
J.  Henry  Bowdoh  is  pastor  Ojf  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  EDWARD  R.  HAUG,  and 
daughters  have  been  vacationing  in  Texas. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Haug  is  pastor  of  the  Sulphur 
Methodist  Church.  Substitutes  during  his  ab¬ 
sence  were  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District  at  the  morning  serv¬ 
ices,  and  the  Gideons  of  Lake  Charles  at  the 
evening  services. 

riST  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Baton  Rouge, 
was  the  setting  for  two  one-act  plays 
featured  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Capitol  Sub-District.  The  plays  were  “Seeds  of 
Suspicion”  and  “Ringing  in  the  Groom.”  Pre¬ 
ceding  the  splays  a  short  business  meeting  was 
held.  Rodney  White  of  Istrouma  Methodist 
Church  presided.  More  than  one  hundred  young 
people  were  present. 

REV.  J.  MARTIN  ALFORD,  retired  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  is  guest  preacher 
for  revival  services  which  began  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  at  the  Noble  Methodist  Church  on 
the  Zwolle  Charge,  where  Rev.  James  W.  Law- 
ton  is  pastor.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Alford  was  guest 
preacher  for  both  services  recently  at  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  during  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  James  Wilkerson. 

LARRY  PLEIMANN,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C. 

Pleimann,  Lake  Charles,  was  elected  chair-? 
man  of  the  Methodist  Student  Commission  at 
the  National  Conference  of  Methodist  Youth  held 
in  Brevard,  N.  C.,  August  18-24.  He  served  as 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  MSM 
from  March  1955  until  March  1956,  when  he  was 
also  a  student  at  Louisiana  State  University.  He 
plans  to  attend  a  seminary  this  coming  year  to 
further  his  ministerial  training. 

JOE  KIRKLAND  of  Huntington,  Texas,  who 
was  graduated  from  Centenary  College  in 
May,  has  been  awarded  a  scholarship  to  the  New 
England  Conservatory  of  Music,  Boston,  Mass., 
where  he  will  begin  work  toward  his  master’s 
degree  in  the  fall.  Mr.  Kirkland  has  been  tenor 
soloist  for  the  Centenary  College  Choir  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  and  made  the  Far  Eastern  tour  with 
the  choir.  He  was  a  voice  student  of  Mrs.  Helen 
Ruffin  Marshall  and  a  member  of  the  Shreveport 
Civic  Opera  Association. 

REV.  ALVIN  P.  SMITH,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  will  leave  New 
York  September  20  for  a  five  week  visit  to  South 
America.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  will  be  accom¬ 
panied  on  the  trip  by  two  sisters,  from  Atlanta, 
Georgia;  Mrs.  Charles  Hartsfield  and  Mrs.  Lon 
Bridges.  The  party  will  visit  points  in  Brazil, 
Uruguay  and  Argentina.  Before  entering  the 
ministry  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  held  a  position  in 
Buenos  Aires  with  the  South  American  Public 
Service  Company. 
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MISS  SUE  THOMAS  of  Atlanta,  Texas,  ha3 
been  awarded  a  National  Methodist  Scholar 
ship,  valued  at  $400,  to  Centenary  College  f0I 
the  1956-57  school  year.  A  senior  majoring  in 
elementary  education,  Miss  Thomas  also  held  one 
of  the  awards  last  year.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Atlanta  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mrs.  Grace  Thomas  Morgan  and  the  late 
Jesse  Milton  Thomas.  She  attended  Lon  Morris 
Junior  College  for  two  years  prior  to  entering 
Centenary.  ® 

HOMECOMING  day  for  the  Logansport  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  held  Sunday,  September  2 
'•Following  the  morning  service  a  basket  lunch 
was  spread  for  members  and  friends  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton,  director  of  youth 
work  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles,  pre|ented,a  series  of  spiritual  messages 
which  began' on  Homecoming  day  and  continued 
through  Thursday  of  that  week.  Mrs.  Paxton 
served  as  a  missionary  in  Cuba  for  twelve  years 
prior  to  returning  to  Lake  Charles.  Rev.  James 
B.  Grambling  is  pastor  of  the  Logansport  Church. 

A  SERIES  of  five  lectures  are  being  held  at 
the  Caddo  Heights  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport,  where  Rev.  George  W.  Ross  is  pas¬ 
tor.  Speakers  and  their  subjects  are:  August  26, 
Don  Owen,  television  news  director,  “Needs  of 
Our  World”;  September  2,  Dr.  John  F.  Hall 
physiican,  “Needs  of  Our  Sick”;  September  9’ 
Shreveport  Mayor  James  Gardner,  “Needs  of 
Our  City”;  September  16,  Dr.  Mary  Mims,  soci¬ 
ologist,  “Needs  of  Our  Nation”;  and  September 
23,  Edward  L.  Alberson,  Fair  Park  High  School 
principal,  “Needs  of  Our  Schools”. 

% 

FRANKLIN  POOLE,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D. 

W.  Poole,  presented  a  program  of  Sacred 
Music  at  the  Gretna  Methodist  Church,  Sunday 
evening,  September  2.  He  is  a  student  at  the 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  where  he 
is  preparing  for  a  career  as  a  minister  of  music. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Poole  is  a  former  pastor  and  he 
and  Mrs.  Poole  were  present  for  the  service,  and 
also  for  the  fellowship  hour  held  in  the  social 
hall  of  the  church  immediately  following  the 
service.  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  is  the  present 
pastor. 

MISS  MARGARET  BARNHART  of  Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  named  an  assistant 
editor  in  the  editorial  division  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education  headquarters  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  She  will  be  in  charge  of  audio-visual 
resources  for  church  workers,  it  was  announced 
by  Dr.  Henry  M.  Bullock,  editor  of  Methodist 
church  school  publications.  She  will  also  assist 
in  the  selection  and  production  of  audio-visual 
resources  for  the  church’s  official  curncudum. 
In  her  new  position  Miss  Barnhart  succegfl%iss 
Jane  Stentz,  who  has  transferred  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions  staff  in  New  York  City. 

ARTICLES  of  incorporation  for  the  Maplewood 
Methodist  Church  have  been  filed  with  the 
Calcasieu  parish  clerk  of  court.  The  church’s 
charter  authorized  it  to  acquire  and  hold  land 
and  to  erect  church  buildings  for  the  benefit  ol 
its  members.  Organized  as  a  non-profit  corpora¬ 
tion,  the  affairs  of  the  church  will  be  administer¬ 
ed  by  a  board  of  trustees.  First  chairman  ot 
the  board  is  Allen  Sherman  Worthington.  Other 
officers  are  Carl  Warren  Kraemer,  vice  chair¬ 
man  and  John  Wright  Wood,  secretary.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  of  trustees  are  John  Walter 
Sirman,  John  Lynn  Hunt,  JoJhn  A.  Self  and 
Rex  U.  Reneer.  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Williams  is  pastor. 

REV.  ROY  MOUSER,  pastor  of  the  Cedar 
Grove  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
guest  minister  for  the  weekly  noonday  devo¬ 
tional  services  at  the  Beck  Building  Memorial 
Chapel  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  September  4- 
5.  The  services  are  being  provided  every  Tues¬ 
day  and  Wednesday  by  ministers  of  representa¬ 
tive  church  groups  and  are  open  to  worshippers 
of  all  faiths.  Beginning  at  12:05,  they  last  for 
20  mintues  in  order  that  people  working  or 
shopping  in  the  downtown  area  may  attend  dur¬ 
ing  their  lunch  period.  The  Memorial  Chapel, 
located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  building  is 
open  daily  from  6  a.  m.  until  6  p.  m.  for  prayer 
and  meditation. 

t  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Ground-Breaking 
For  New  Vidalia 
Church 

Ground-breaking  services  for  the 
new  Vadalia  Methodist  Church  were 
held  on  Sunday,  September  2. 

Turning  the  first  spades  of  dirt 
were  Rev.  Harold  Hine,  pastor,  J. 
T.  Lentz,  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board,  and  J.  L.  Horton,  Church 
School  superintendent. 

Other  members  of  the  church 
were  present  for  the  service  and 
took  turns  in  turning  a  spade  of 
dirt. 

Members  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  are  W.  F.  Johnson,  W.  T. 
Deal,  J.  L.  Horton,  Fred  Falken- 
heiner,  Sr.,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Young,  Mrs. 
Stuart  Ferrand  and  Rev.  Harold 
Hine. 


NEW  INSTRUCTORS 
EVENING  DIVISION 
AT  CENTENARY 

Eleven  new  instructors  have  been 
appointed  to  the  faculty  of  the 
Centenary  College  evening  division 
for  the  1956-57  academic  year. 

Edgar  E.  Burks,  director,  said  four 
of  the  11  also  are  new  full-time 
members  of  the  day  division  at 
Centenary.  They  are  Vernon  Cates, 
instructor  in  chemistry;  Robert 
Regan,  instructor  in  English;  Jack 
E.  Teagarden,  assistant  professor  of 
English,  and  Elwood  B.  Traylor,  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  education. 

Other  new  instructors  who  will 
serve  only  in  the  evening  division, 
are  the  following:  William  E.  Hayes, 
geologist  for  the  Carter  Oil  Co.; 
Donald  H.  Keith,  geologist  and  con¬ 
sultant  for  Butler  and  Co.;  Julian 
B.  Leggett,  assistant  manager  of 
Selber  Bros,  department  store;  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Lindsey,  CPA,  Opferkuch, 
Lindsey  and  Co.;  George  W.  Sibley, 
resident  in  orthopedic  surgery  at 
Confederate  Memorial  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter;  A.  M.  Randolph,  electronics 
engineer  research  department,  Unit- 
ed°Gas,  and  Donald  F.  Weigel,  di¬ 
rector  of  personnel  for  the  city  of 
Shreveport. 

The  evening  school  faculty  totals 
58  persons  this  year  and  includes 
20  who  also  are  members  of  the 
day  school  faculty. 


LAKE  VISTA 
ANNOUNCES  SECOND 
MORNING  SERVICE 

A  second  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  will  be  added  at  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  beginning  this  fall,  according 
to  an  announcement  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Need  for  the  additional  service 
has  been  brought  about  by  the  in¬ 
creased  attendance  at  the  church 
which  now  numbers  385  members. 
When  the  church  was  founded  in 
1949  the  membership  of  slightly 
more  than  a  dozen  met  in  the  hornet 
of  members.  At  the  time  of  the 
first  service  in  the  present  sanctuary 
in  April,  1952,  there  were  93  mem¬ 
bers.  i  -  U  J 

The  new  service  will  be  launched 

on  Sunday,  October  7,  according  to 
Mr.  Frazier.  It  will  be  scheduled 
for  8:45  a.m.,  followed  by  Church 
School  at  9:45  a.  m.  and  the  second 
service  will  be  held  at  11:00  a.m. 

The  Youth  Choir,  including  young 
people  aged  12  to  16,  will  furnish 
music  for  the  service.  It  will  be 
directed  by  Miss  Beatrice  Baldinger, 
church  choir  director.  Ushers  for 
the  service  will  also  be  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  church. 


MONROE  DISTRICT  INTERMEDIATE 

CAMP  II 


The  Monroe  District  Intermediate 


Ministerial 
Scholarships 
Awa  rded 

Ministerial  scholarships  have  been 
awarded  to  nine  students  by  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  for  the  1956-57 
school  year. 

Seven  of  the  group  plan  to  enter 
full-time  religious  work  in  the 
Methodist  church  upon  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  their  education,  while  the 
other  two,  a  pair  of  Shreveport 
twins,  plan  to  become  Episcopal 
ministers. 

The  young  Methodists  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Rupert  Henry  Pickett  Jr., 
Shreveport;  Leonard  Deen  Thomp¬ 
son,  Eunice;  Jerold  Reed  Hoffpauir, 
Kaplan;  Shirley  Ann  Anstead  and 
Mattee  Lou  Muller,  both  of  Pon- 
chatoula;  Harold  Lee  Price,  Lo- 
gansport,  and  Wyndelle  Lamont 
Cunningham,  Texarkana,  Ark. 

The  Shreveport  twins  are  18- 
year-old  Willard  Perry  Winterrowd 
and  William  Jerry  Winterrowd. 

The  ministerial  scholarships  carry 
a  valuation  of  $300  each  and  are 
granted  each  year  to  students  of 
outstanding  ability  who  plan  to  de¬ 
vote  their  lives  to  full-time  Chris¬ 
tian  service  as  ministers,  ministers 
of  music  or  religious  education  di¬ 
rectors. 

The  winners  were  announced  by 
the  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  scholarship  committee. 


METHODISTS  CONCLUDE 
WORLD  MEETING 
AT  JUNALUSKA 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Thompson,  Little  Rock,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Landrum,  Little  Rock,  Rev.  John 
M.  McCormack,  Pine  Bluff,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  G.  Wal¬ 
ton,  Little  Rock,  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brum- 
ley,  Conway,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  A. 
Prewitt,  Tillar,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ewing*  T.  Wayland,  Little  Rock. 

Louisiana  Methodists  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Conference  included 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  A,.  W.  Townsend, 
Alexandria,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  B.  C. 
Taylor,  Shreveport,  Dr.  and  Mrs 
Guy  M.  Hicks,  Ruston,  Dr.  William 
E.  Trice,  Baton  Rouge,  ReV.  and 
Mrs.  James  T.  Harris,  Monroe,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr., 
Kentwood,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New 
Orleans,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Singer,  New 
Orleans,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Drake,  New  Orleans. 

Honorary  Degrees  Awarded 
At  the  concluding  session  15 
honorary  degrees  were  awarded 
World  Council  leaders  from  over¬ 
seas  who  have  made  substantial 
leadership  contributions  to  the 
Methodist  ecumenical  movement. 
Two  of  these  degrees  were  award¬ 
ed  by  Centenary  College,  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  were  presented  by  Bish¬ 
op  Martin  representing  the  institu¬ 
tion’s  Board  of  Trustees. 

Overseas  leaders  awarded  Doctor 
of  Laws  Degrees  by  Centenary 
were  Ernest  B.  Perkins,  secretary 
for  past  5  years  of  the  Council;  and 
Doctor  Arthur  Robert  Hill,  Mem¬ 
ber  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Licentiate  Royal  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians,  and  Fellow  Royal  College  of 
Shrgeons,  the  Senior  Surgeon  Con¬ 
sultant  for  hospitals  in  Iqwich, 
England.  Both  Dr.  Perkins  and  Dr. 
Kill  are  members  of  the  Council. 

Conference  Program 

The  Conference  explored  the 
theme  “Methodism  in  the  Con¬ 
temporary  World”  under  the  main 


headings  Affirmations,  Christian 
Responsibility  In  A  Divided  World, 
Christian  Responsibility  in  A  Div¬ 
ided  Church,  and  Distinctive  Meth¬ 
odist  Contributions.  Various  as¬ 
pects  of  these  areas  were  topics 
for  lectures  and  addresses  deliver¬ 
ed  during  the  course  of  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

Special  Programs 

Special  programs  presented  in¬ 
cluded  the  dedication  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  September  2,  of  the  new 
World  Methodist  Council  Building 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  a  program  of 
Methodist  history,  a  Methodist 
hymn  festival,  an  emphasis  on  the 
world  church,  and  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  fraternal  delegates  from  the 
World  and  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  seven  denominations 
including  the  Church  of  South  In¬ 
dia.  Special  sermons  delivered 
during  the  Conference  included 
the  Conference  sermon  by  Dr. 
Harold  Roberts,  London,  and  ser¬ 
mons  by  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore, 
Atlanta,  Dr.  W.  Edwin  Sangster, 
London,  Dr.  Ralph  Sockman,  New 
New  York,  and  Dr.  Harold  C.  Case, 
Boston.  Dr.  Case’s  sermon  was 
the  closing  presentation  of  the 
Conference  and  constituted  part  of 
the  Covenant  Service.  Special  aft¬ 
ernoon  programs  on  three  days 
were  concerned  with  the  work  of 
the  lay  preacher  and  laymen  in 


A  picnic  for  the  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Franklin  was  given  on  Thursday, 
August  2. 

Mrs.  Merlin  Keenze  reports: 
“Cabot  Park  is  located  on  the  his¬ 
toric  and  beautiful  Bayou  Teche  and 
is  graced  with  many  liveoak  trees, 
all  with  inviting  limbs  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  climb.  Quantities  of  hot 
dogs,  pop,  cake  and  marshmallows 
were  devoured  and  at  5:00  p.  m.  a 
tired  and  happy  group  of  children 
returned  home.  Children  and 
grown-ups  alike  are  looking  for- 


Camp  II  was  held  July  23-28  at 
Camp  Alabama.  They  are  shown  a- 
bove  in  front  of  the  O’Neal  Memo¬ 
rial  Chapel.  Fifty-three  campers 
from  the  District  were  in  attend¬ 
ance. 

Counselors  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Shirley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Mott, 
Jr.,  Miss  Helen  Hair,  Miss  Elsa  Em¬ 
merich,  Miss  Lois  Horton,  Rev. 
James  Knight,  Rev.  Burl  Dampier, 
Rev.  Cecil  Mims  and  Rev.  James 
Poole. 

Homer  Nolley  from  Oklahoma 
was  a  resource  person  sent  from  the 
Board  of  Missions. 


Methodism. 

M.  F.  M.  W.  Meets 

The  Conference  was  preceded  by 
a  five  day  meeting  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women, 
an  organization  composed  of  wo¬ 
men’s  organizations  of  the  various 
branches  of  Methodism  belonging 
to  the  World  Methodist  Council. 
Upon  request  of  this  group  and  by 
invitation  of  the  World  Council, 
the  Federation  was  received  as  a 
constituent  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  World  Council  with  repre¬ 
sentation. 


Used  to  be  that  a  man  had  to 
have  a  wife  and  a  team  of  horses 
before  he  could  start  farming.  Now 
with  a  refrigerator,  an  electric  stove 
and  a  tractor  he  could  make  out. — 
Wheeler  McMillen,  editorial.  Farm 
Journal 


ward  to  future  outings  of  this  sort.” 

Shown  in  the  picture  above  left 
to  right,  front  row  are  Marcia 
Spangle,  Beth  Atkinson,  Kay  Tibbs, 
Rebecca  Smith,  Ruby  Biggs,  Sara 
Longman,  Sara  Ellen  Hoy,  Jimmy 
Lee  Hewitt,  Lyndia  Biggs,  Michael 
McGraw,  Skippy  McGraw,  Burton 
Lusk,  Mrs.  Merlin  Johnson  and 
baby,  Sally  Moore  Hoy,  Laurie 
Henslee,  Thelma  Lusk,  Ruth  Mc¬ 
Graw,  Elizabeth  Henslee,  Wanda 
Feske,  Emma  Shipp,  Mollie  Terry 
and  Blanche  Stoufflet.  T.  J.  Feske 
■was  the  photographer. 
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"AND  WHEN  I'M  OLDER" 


By  Fern  S'imms 


BOBBY  was  furious.  His  moth¬ 
er  had  told  him  to  wash  his 
neck  very  clean,  but  he  was 
so  angry  he  just'  gave  it  a 
couple  of  quick  jabs  with  the 
soapy  washcloth.  Then  he  threw 
the  cloth  into  the  basin,  and  the 
water  splashed  all  over  him. 

Back  in  his  room,  he  grumbled 
to  himself  while  putting  on  his 
pajamas,  inside  out  again.  His 
mother  came  in,  and  he  slid  under 
the  covers  so  she  wouldn’t  notice 
the  inside-out  pajamas  and  make 
him  change. 

She  sat  down  on  his  bed. 
“Prayertime,”  she  reminded  him. 

Bobby  said  his  prayers,  ending 
with  “God  bless  Dad  and  Mother,” 
then  his  list  of  relatives  and 
friends. 

“You  forgot  someone.”  said 
Mother. 

He  shook  his  head  stubbornly. 
“No,  I  didn’t.” 

“Why,  you  fdsgot  your  own 
brother.” 

Now  he  blurted  out,  “Why  can’t 
I  stay  up  as  late  as  Dick?  At  least 
once  in  a  while?” 

“You  know  very  well,  Bobby. 
Your  brother  is  older  than  you.  He 
doesn’t  need  quite  so  much  sleep.” 

Bobby  slid  down  deeper  into  the 
covers.  He  should  know  better 
than  to  ask,  he  thought.  He  always 
got  the  same  answer,  and  it  didn’t 
satisfy  him  very  much.  When  the 
lights  were  out,  he  decided  to  stay 
awake  to  make  up  for  being  in  bed. 
But  soon  his  eyelids  felt  heavy; 
and  before  he  knew  what  hap¬ 
pened,  the  sun  was  shining  into 
his  room. 

It  was  Saturday  morning.  He 
jumped  out  of  bed  and  ate  break¬ 
fast  in  a  hurry — he  wanted  to  be 
on  time  to  meet  his  friend  Jeannie. 
The  two  of  them  planned  to  go  to 
the  brook  with  her  brand-new 
sailboat.  As  he  ran  through  the 
yard,  he  almost  collided  with  Dick, 
who  was  putting  leaves  on  a  bush¬ 
el  basket. 

“Hi,  Bobby,  where  to?” 

“The  brook,”  shouted  Bobby. 
Jeannie’s  boat  was  a  beauty  but 
Bobby’s  was  getting  old.  The  sail 
just  wouldn’t  stay  on. 

‘“Can’t  you  fix  it?”  asked  Jean¬ 
nie. 

“I  tried  to,  but  the  sail  keeps 
coming  off,”  he  explained. 

“Why  don’t  you  ask  your  brother 
to  fix  it?” 

He  ran  back  to  the  house.  Dick 
was  still  cleaning  the  yard,  but  he 
stopped  to  work  on  the  boat.  It 
took  quite  a  while,  but  Dick  was 
patient.  He  had  just  finished  when 
Mother  called,  “Dick,  Dad  forgot 
his  lunch.  Will  you  ride  in  to  town 
with  it?” 

“Sure,  Mom.”  Dick  handed  the 
boat  to  his  brother  and  rode  off  on 
his  bike. 

Bobby  stared  after  him.  “All  the 
way  into  town?  That  takes  half 
an  hour.” 

“I  know,”  his  mother  replied. 


“It’s  a  shame  he  has  to  make  the 
trip;  but  don’t  you  remember, 
there  are  no  restaurants  near  Dad’s 
office.” 

Bobby  went  back  to  the  brook. 
He  had  a  lazy,  happy  afternoon, 
playing  with  Jeannie.  When  he 
came  home  for  supper,  Dick  was 
still  working  in  the  yard. 

“Aren’t  you  finished  yet?”  Bob¬ 
by  asked.  “Didn’t  you  play  ball  to¬ 
day?” 

“Not  today,”  answered  Dick.  ’“I 
got  back  from  town  so  late.  It  was 
just  one  of  those  days.” 

After  supper  Bobby  played  some 
of  his  records.  But  all  too  soon. 
Mother  called,  “Bedtime.” 

Bobby  went  to  bed  grumbling 
once  again,  for  Dick  was  watching 
television.  It  just  isn’t  fair,  thought 
Bobby.  While  he  was  taking  his 
bath,  he  made  plans.  Tonight  he 
wouldn’t  stay  in  bed.  He’d  sneak 
out  of  bed  and  down  into  the  dark¬ 
ened  dining  room.  No  one  would 
notice  him  if  he  were  very  quiet. 
The  rest  of  the  family  would  be 
looking  at  television  in  the  living 
room. 

After  his  light  had  been  turned 


out,  he  crept  down  the  stairs  and 
hid  behind  a  big  chair  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room.  He  could  hear  the  tele¬ 
vision  program,  and  it  was  very 
funny.  He  tried  not  to  laugh  out 
loud.  He  heard  his  parents  chuckle, 
but  he  didn’t  hear  a  peep  from 
Dick. 

Then  he  heard  Mother  say, 
“Dear,  look  at  Dick.” 

Dad  laughed.  “Well,  what  do  you 
know — sound  asleep.”  Peeking  a- 
round  the  chair,  Bobby  saw  Dad 
shake  Dick’s  shoulder.  “Wake  up, 
son.  Better  "go  to  bed.” 

Dick  jumped  a  bit  in  his  chair. 
“Yeah,  guess  I’d  better,”  he  mum¬ 
bled.  “I’m  awfully  tired  tonight.” 

“You  worked  hard  today,”  said 
Mother. 

“Guess  I  did.”  He  started  up  the 
stairs. 

Now  Bobby  stood  up.  Why,  it 
wasn’t  all  fun  to  be  the  oldest  in 
the  family.  He  had  always  wished 
he  were  Dick.  He  hadn’t  thought 
how  hard  Dick  worked  while  ■  he 
did  only  light  chores.  Dick  played, 
too,  but  not  most  of  the  day  as  he 
did.  And  here  was  Dick,  who  was 
allowed  to  stay  up,  just  too  tired 
to  enjoy  television.  Bobby  walked 
into  the  living  room. 

“Why,  Bobby,”  exclaimed  Moth- 


BACK  IN  SCHOOL 

Vacation  is  over  and  now  we’re  all 
Back  in  school. 

The  summer’s  been  fun,  when  chores 
were  done 

We  fished  in  a  lazy  pool. 

Or  perhaps  we  played  tag  on  a  shady  lot, 
These  are  part  of  summer  joys, 

But  school  days  have  so  many 
For  all  the  girls  and  boys. 

We  meet  old  friends,  we  work  and  play 
We  learn  things  strange  and  new. 

We  think  going  back  to  school 

Is  the  nicest  thing  we  do. — A.E.W. 


er.  “Whatever  are  you  doing  down 
here?” 

He  tried  to  explain,  and  he  got 
all  mixed  up.  But  she  seemed  to 
understand.  She  went  upstairs  to 
tuck  him  in. 

As  she  sat  on  the  bed,  he  asked, 
“Do  you  know  Dick  could  have 
finished  his  work  sooner  but  he 
stopped  for  a  long  time  to  fix  my 
boat?” 

“I  know,”  said  Mother. 

He  sank  back  on  the  pillows. 
“When  I’m  older,  I’ll  be  able  to 
stay  up  longer,  too.” 

“Yes,”  she  agreed. 

“And  when  I’m  older,  I’ll  help 
moi;e  •  with  the  work,  too.” 

“Yes,”  she  said.  “Do  you  know, 
Bobby,  you  forgot  your  prayers 
when  I  tucked  you  in  earlier.” 

“So  I  did.”  He  got  up,  knelt  be¬ 
side  his  bed,  and  said  his  favorite 
prayer.  Then  he  asked  God  to  bless 
those  he  loved,  and  tonight  he 
didn’t  forget  his  big  brother,  Dick. 
— Presbyterian  Life. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


In  speaking  of  the  song  The 

Bonnie  Banks  of  Loch  Lomond, 

a  teacher  asked  her  pupils  for  an 
explanation  of  the  line,  “You  take 
the  high  road  and  I’ll  take  the  low 
road.” 

A  pupil  suggested:  “One  was  go¬ 
ing  by  air  and  the  other  by  bus.”— 
Enos  Magazine,  hm,  Enos  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

♦  *  * 

Two  youngsters  were  standing 

on  a  corner  waiting  for  the  light 
to  change  and  took  notice  of  the 
traffic.  Cars  were  driving  through 
lights  and  stop  signs,  double  park¬ 
ing  and  weaving  in  and  out  of  traf¬ 
fic  lanes.  Said  one  child  to  the 
other  with  a  sigh,  “What  do  you 
want  to  be  IF  you  grow  up?” 

*  *  * 

“Trying  to  keep  young?” 

“Trying  to  keep  young,”  sadly 
answered  George. 

“Yeah,  nine  of  ’em!” 

*  *  * 

The  children  had  just  finished 
watching  Disney’s  Bear  Country 
on  TV.  “What  would  you  do  if  a 
bear  chased  you  while  you  were 
out  in  the  woods?”  Margie  asked 
her  brother  Bill. 

“I’d  climb  a  tree,”  Bill  said. 

“But  bears  can  climb  trees,  too.” 
“Not  this  tree.  It  would  be  shak¬ 
ing  too  much.” — Catholic  Digest. 

*  *  * 

It  was  tough  for  Joe  to  get  up  in 
the  morning  so  he  went  to  his 
doctor  who  prescribed  a  certain 
pill.  Joe  took  the  pill,  slept  well, 
and  was  awake  before  he  heard 
the  alarm  clock,  He  dressed  and 
ate  breakfast  leisurely.  Later  he 
strolled  into  the  office  and  said  to 
the  boss:  “You  know,  I  didn’t  have 
a  bit  of  trouble  getting  up  this 
morning.” 

“That’s  interesting,”  replied  the 
boss,  “but  where  were  you  yester¬ 
day?” 


Page  Ten 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHR 


STI  AN  SERVICE  • 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  AREA 


District  Seminars 


Jonesboro  District 

The  Jonesboro  District  held  its 
Fall  Seminar  on  Thursday,  August 
30,  in  the  Huntington  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Jonesboro. 

Rev.  Ben  Jordan,  pastor  of  the 
host  church,  was  in  charge  of  the 
opening  and  closing  worship  service. 

Mrs.  L.  N.  Hagler  gave  a  preview 
of  the  1956-57  study  plans. 

A  presentation  of  the  Program 
and  Worship  Booklet  for  1956-57, 
“The  Islands  Await  His  Word,”  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Harper  Oates. 

The  following  studies  were  also 
presented:  “Southeast  Asia”  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Foster  Norton;  “Youth 
in  a  Responsible  Society  —  A  Chris¬ 
tian’s  Concern,”  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Gene  Little;  Mrs.  Carl  Ander¬ 
son  presented  “Mission  Field,  U.S.- 
A.”  and  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local 
Churches,”  was  given  by  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Holt. 

During  the  lunch  hour,  Mrs.  S.  O. 
Bennett,  District  Literature  and 
Publication  Secretary,  was  in 
charge  of  the  display  and  sale  of 
literature.' 

Rev.  E.  J.  Holifield,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Jonesboro  Dis¬ 
trict,  dismissed  the  group  with 

prayer.  • 


Paragould  District 

The  Paragould  District  Seminar 
was  held  on  Friday,  August  31,  at 
the  Walnut  Ridge  Methodist  Church. 

During  registration,  punch  was 
served  by  Misses  Paula  Morgan  and 
Carol  Handle.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Nickels, 
district  president,  called  the  meet¬ 
ing  to  order  and  Mrs.  Henry  Rain¬ 
water  presided  at  the  organ.  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Blackburn,  local  president, 
gave  the  address  of  welcome  with 
response  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Johnston 
of  Pocahontas.  Rev.  Elmo  Thoma¬ 
son,  pastor  of  the  church,  led  in 
the  opening  worship,  using  as  his 
theme,  “The  Mission  of  the  Church.” 

The  report  of  the  secretary,  Mrs. 
Mabel  Pope,  showed  that  one  con¬ 
ference  officer,  15  district  officers 
and  95  members,  representing  14 
societies  were  present.  Reports  of 
District  Officers,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Phipps, 
Mrs.  Lee  Ward  and  Mrs.  Ben  Devoll 
stressed  Supply  Work,  Reports  on 
Time  and  the  Narcotic  Education 
Fund.  An  invitation  to  hold  the 
next  district  meeting  in  Corning 
^as  accepted. 

A  preview  of  Study  Plans  for 
1956-57  was  given  by  Miss  Edith 
Langley,  District  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education.  The  study,  “The 
Church  in  Southeast  Asia”  was  giv- 
en  by  Mrs.  Mabel  Pope  of  Piggott 
and  Mrs.  Alma  Spikes  of  Pocahon¬ 
tas  with  the  use  of  maps  and  dis- 
Fay  of  articles  brought  back  from 
mose  countries. 

The  study  “Youth  in  a  Respon- 
aible  Society”  was  presented  by 
C.  W.  Nickels  of  Walnut 


Mrs. 


^hge,  followed  by  an  illustrative 
f-k.  Mrs.  R.  H.  Harris  of  Straw- 
pei'ry,  Secretary  of  Literature  and 
ublications,  was  in  charge  of  the 
terature  which  was  on  sale. 

.  A  luncheon  was  served  by  the 
iocal  society. 

A  presentation  of  Program  and 
01’ship  Books  for  1956-57  was  giv- 
n  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Barfield  of  Para- 
K°uld.  The  study,  “Mission  U.S.A.,” 
as  Presented  by  Mrs.  Don  Richard¬ 


son,  Conference  Secretary  of  Sup¬ 
plies.  Miss  Langley  gave  “Paul’s 
Letters  to  Local  Churches.” 

Miss  Iris  Bell,  Rural  Worker  in 
the  Paragould  District,  was  in 
charge  of  the  closing  worship  per¬ 
iod. 

Hope  District 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  Hope  District  held  the 
fall  seminar  on  August  27th,  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Ark.,  at  9:30  a.m.  Dr.  Wm. 
Brown  gave  the  opening  scripture 
and  prayer  after  which  the  study 
of  Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Church¬ 
es  was  presented  by  Mrs.  B.  N.  Wal¬ 
lace  of  First  Church.  A  very  inter¬ 
esting  skit  called  “An  Interview 
with  Paul”  was  given  with  Mrs. 
Wm.  Brown  portraying  the  part  of 
Paul.  At.  the  conclusion  of  the  study, 
the  service  was  closed  with  a  solo 
sung  by  Mrs.  R.  H.  Chappell,  “O 
Spirit  of  the  Living  God”. 

The  remainder  of  the  program 
was  given  in  the  recreation  room 
and  all  the  studies  were  very  cap¬ 
ably  presented  by  the  leaders  with 
many  others  taking  part.  The  wo¬ 
men  brought  a  sack  lunch  and  cof¬ 
fee  and  ice  tea  were  served  by  the 
host  church  society  of  which  Mrs. 
Hubert  Shull  is  president. 

Posters  and  missionary  materials 
were  set  up  in  display,  one  table 
.showing  materials  and  books  need¬ 
ed  by  secretaries  of  missionary  edu¬ 
cation;  one  showing  the  pictures 
and  titles  of  study  books  for  Pri¬ 
maries,  Juniors,  Intermediates,  Sen¬ 
iors  and  Youth;  another  for  those 
needed  by  the  adults. 

There  were  102  in  attendance,  85 
from  the  W.S.C.S.,  17  for  the  W.S.G. 
13  from  the  Council  of  Church  Wo¬ 
men,  four  preachers  and  three  visi¬ 
tors.  The  following  program  "was 
given: 

“Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Church¬ 
es”,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Wallace,  First 
Church. 

The  Church- Wide  Study,  Rev.  Al¬ 
fred  Doss,  DeQueen. 

“Youth  in  a  Responsible  Society”, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Davis,  First  Church,  Tex¬ 
arkana. 

“Mission  Field:  U.S.A.”,  Mrs.  Er¬ 
vin  Tipton,  Foreman 

“Southeast  Asia”,  Mrs.  George 
Davis,  First  Church,  Texarkana. 

Informal  Discussion,  Mrs.  Glenn 
Martel,  Magnolia,  Conference  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Missionary  Education. 

Presentation  of  “Quadrennial 
Goals”,  Mrs.  Raymond  Harris,  Fore¬ 
man. 

— Mrs.  C.  I.  Parsons. 

WOMEN  IN  THE 
CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

Mrs.  James  D.  Wyker  of  Mount 
Vernon,  Ohio,  one  of  the  nation’s 
leading  churchwomen,  has  been 
named  “minister-at-large”  in  the 
Department  of  Social  Welfare, 
United  Christian  (Disciples)  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society.  An  ordained  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Disciplhs  of  Christ 
church,  she  will  be  available  as  a 
speaker  to  churches  of  her  denom¬ 
ination  throughout  the  U.S.  and 
Canada.  Mrs.  Wyker  is  a  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Council 
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DR.  QUIMBY  ENVISIONS 
"NEW  MISSION  STRATEGY" 

By  Leonard  M.  Perryman 


It’s  time  to  take  the  “foreign” 
out  of  missions,  to  put  the  church 
in  the  center  of  the  world  mission¬ 
ary-evangelistic  movement  and  to 
emphasize  the  conversion  of  mas¬ 
ses  instead  of  individuals,  a  Metho¬ 
dist  missions  leader  believes. 

Dr.  Karl  Quimby,  director  of 
missionary  education  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions,  voiced 
those  concepts  at  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  54th  Conference  on  the 
Christian  World  Mission  at  Silver 
Bay,  N.  Y.  The  ecumenical  gather¬ 
ing  was  sponsored  by  four  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

“It  is  time  to  revise  our  termir 
nology  and  bring  our  language  up 
to  date,”  Dr.  Quimby  said,  “  ‘For¬ 
eign’  is  no  longer  a  good  term.  It 
stands  for  separation  and  puts  the 
missionary  in  a  special  class  apart 
from  the  rank  and  file.  In  a  day 
when  you  can  fly  around  the  en¬ 
tire  world  in  a  few  hours,  there 
are  no  longer  any  foreign  places 
and  in  a  day  of  universal  brother¬ 
hood  there  are  no  longer  any  for¬ 
eign  peoples. 

“Today,  we  speak  less  of  ‘mis¬ 
sions’  and  more  of  the  ‘world  mis¬ 
sion’  of  Christianity.  The  word 
‘missions’  recalls  pioneering  days 
when  numerous  individuals  and 
societies  engaged  in  missionary 
work  in  far-off  lands  and  among 
unfamiliar  peoples.  (They  were  in¬ 
deed  ‘foreign  missions.’  But  this 
has  all  changed.  The  church  has 
been  planted  in  almost  fevery  na¬ 
tion  under  heaven.” 

In  the  future,  Dr.  Quimby  as¬ 
serted,  the  church  will  be  at  the 
center  of  the  missionary  move¬ 
ment.  There  is  a  place  for  schools, 
hospitals,  agricultural  experiment 
stations,  he  added.  These  are  very 
important  but  can  never  take  the 
place  of  the  Christian  church. 

“World  evangelism  must  be  a 
unitary  task,  a  united  effort  of 
Christians  throughout  the  whole 
world  to  confront  the  whole  world 
with  Christ.  It  means  that  the 
world  can  never  be  redeemed  from 


a  Western  base.  For  example,  it  is 
henceforth  presumptuous  to  plan 
the  evangelization  of  India  and 
leave  out  the  Indian  church. 

“Hence  the  missionary  strategy 
in  the  new  day  should  be  planned 
and  executed  by  the  churches  as 
a  united  church,  without  distinc¬ 
tion  of  East  or  West,  older  or 
younger,  or  of  differing  confes¬ 
sions  or  creeds.” 

Wherever  possible,  Protestant 
Christianity  should  move  from  the 
“mission  station”  approach  in 
evangelism  to  the  “people  move¬ 
ment”  approach,  •  Dr.  Quimby  said. 

“What  do  we  mean  by  these 
terms?”  he  asked  and,  answering, 
said:  ~ 

“The  standard  missionary  prac¬ 
tice — the  mission  station  approach 
— has  been  for  a  missionary  couple 
to  open  work  at  a  station.  They 
win  converts  one  by  one  and  the 
group  at  the  station  slowly  grows. 
Often  the  new  converts  live  with¬ 
in  the  station  or  work  for  the  mis¬ 
sion.  In  this  manner  they  become 
identified  with  the  station  but  are 
largely,  if  not  entirely,  separated 
from  their  own  people. 

“In  spite  of  thrilling  stories  of 
splendid  achievements,  the  Chris¬ 
tianization  of  peoples  is  not  pro¬ 
ceeding  rapidly  as  it  should.  How 
peoples  become  Christian  clearly 
demands  a  great  more  study.  Ra¬ 
pidity,  massiveness,  acceleration 
need  to  come  into  the  Christianizing 
process  or  we  are  lost.” 

Dr.  Quimby  pointed  out  that  the 
Christian  population  of  the  world 
has  become  more  evenly  distrib¬ 
uted  and  there  are  now  “Christian 
colonies”  in  almost  every  land. 

The  delegates  studied  the  two 
interdenominational  mission  ary 
themes  for  1956,  “Southeast  Asia” 
and  “Mission  Field:  U.S. A.,”  and 
related  subjects. 

The  sponsoring  National  Coun¬ 
cil  agencies  were  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missionary  Education, 
the  Divisions  of  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  and  the  General  Depart¬ 
ment  of  United  Church  Women. 


of  Churches,  and  was  president  of 
United  Church  Women  1950-55. 


When  Dr.  Marian  B.  Hall  returns 
later  this  year  with  her  doctor- 
husband,  Dr.  Sherwood  Hall,  to 
Madar  Tuberculosis  Sanitorium  in 
India  (after  furlough  in  the 
U.S.A-),  she  will  find  awaiting  her 
an  $8,000  custom-built  mobile  unit 
— a  maternity  health  clinic  on 
wheels.  For  this  she  has  been  wait¬ 
ing  many  years.  Equipped  with  a 
tent  for  examinations,  a  portable 
X-ray  unit  and  a  refrigerator,  the 
field  car  will  be  manned  by  Dr. 
Hall,  an  Indian  woman  doctor,  an 
Indian  nurse  and  a  driver.  “In  an 
overpopulated,  underdeveloped  land 
such  as  India,  which  is  making 
significant  strides  under  govern¬ 
ment  leadership  toward  social  and 
economic  uplift,”  says  Dr.  Hall,  “a 
key  factor  is  a  population  which 
can  be  supported  adequately  by 


available  resources.  Hence  the 
need  for  planned  parenthood,  to 
help  keep  population  size  in  accord 
with  the  ability  of  the  land  to 
support  it.” 


Miss  May  Bryant,  a  great-great- 
grandniece  of  the  New  York  editor 
poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant,  is  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Near  East  as  an  associate 
missionary,  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
s  i  o  n  s  (Congregational-Christian 
Churches)  announces.  A  graduate 
nurse  with  a  distinguished  record 
of  service  in  civilian  and  military 
hospitals,  Miss  Bryant  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  a  nurse  at  the  Azariah 
Smith  Memorial  Hospital  in  Gazi- 
antep,  Turkey.  Miss  Bryant  is  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Bryant 
of  Princeton,  Illinois.  She  served  in 
India  for  18  months  during  World 
War  II  as  a  surgical  and  orthopedic 
nurse  with  the  U.  S.  Army. 
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NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 
August  Great  Bible  Month 

The  month  of  'August  proved  to 
be  a  wonderful  Bible  month  for 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference.  Dr. 
John  H.  Hicks  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  held  Bible  schools  or 
conferences  in  the  following  centers 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference; 
Gardner  Memorial,  Jacksonville, 
Augusta,  Cotter,  Walnut  Ridge, 
Huntington  Avenue,  Monette,  First 
Church,  Blytheville,  Trumann. 

Dr.  Meredith  Eller  has  taught 
Bible  schools  in  the  following  cen¬ 
ters:  Calico  Rock,  Salem,  Central 
Avenue,  Batesville,  Hickory  Ridge, 
Hoxie,  Corning,  and  Rector. 

During  the  last  week  of  August 
three  Coaching  Conferences  were 
conducted  on  tne  course,  “Paul’s 
Letters  to  Local  Churches”,  with 
the  following  persons  attending:  H. 
O.  Eggensperger,  James  Fleming, 
Harold  Spence,  A.  C.  Brajmon,  Earl 
Carter,  E.  J.  Holifield,  Ben  F.  Jor¬ 
dan,  Ray  Burrow,  Lamar  Davis,  J. 
Albert  Gatlin,  Floyd  F.  Villines,  Jr., 
S.  B.  Wilford,  Clyde  Crozier,  H.  L. 
Robison,  Elmo  Thomason,  James 
Chandler,  Mrs.  Elmus  C.  Brown, 
Vernon  Paysinger,  Gaither  McKel- 
vey,  Joel  Cooper,  E.  B.  Williams, 
Mrs.  Nolan  Minton,  William  Con¬ 
nell,  Lee  Cate,  James  W.  Work¬ 
man,  Sr.,  Dewey  Dark,  William 
Hightower,  Mrs.  Walter  Jimerson, 
Pryor  R.  Cruce,  Charles  Casteel, 
Robert  W.  Howerton,  Gerald  Ham¬ 
mett,  «.  L.  Claud,  Ralph  Hillis, 
Charles  Lewis,  James  Meadows, 
James  R.  Chandler,  George  L.  Mc- 
Ghehey,  Fred  S.  Roebuck,  Earl 
Hughes,  George  Kleeb,  William 
Wilder,  Jesse  L.  Johnson,  Worth 
Gibson,  Raymond  A.  Dorman,  Al¬ 
fred  A.  Knox,  William  A.  Stewart, 
Jr.,  Joe  Taylor,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hender¬ 
son,  Paul  M.  Bumpers,  Charles  P. 
McDonald,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Hoggard,  Paul 
Lanier,  Robert  Paul  Sessions,  Tom 
Cowan,  and  Ira  A.  Brumley. 

We  had  the  good  fortune  of  hav¬ 
ing  Dr.  Eller  as  a  resource  leader 
in  each  of  these  Coaching  Con¬ 
ferences.  He  made  a  splendid  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  program. 

A  nuhiber  of  other  persons  are 
working  on  the  course  but  were 
unable  to  be  in  the  Coaching  Con¬ 
ferences:  David  P.  Conyers,  George 
W.  Martin,  Archie  N.  Boyd,  Mrs. 
Harold  Womack,  J.  H.  Holt,  George 
F.  Ivey,  Samuel  P.  Auslam,  Roy 

I.  Bagley,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright, 
John  S.  Workman,  B.  W.  Stallcup, 
John  Bayliss,  making  a  total  of 
sixty-eight  persons  working  on  this 
course.  Three  others  are  already 
certified,  which  makes  it  possible 
for  us  to  have  a  large  group  of 
certified  instructors  to  give  guid¬ 
ance  in  this  course  during  the  fall 
and  winter  months. 

Coaching  Conference  on  Literature 

The  course  on  “Lesson  Materials 
in  Christian  Education”  was  being 
offered  in  the  Pastors’  School  this 
year.  A  number  of  persons  from 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference  were 
invited  to  take  this  course  and 
work  toward  certification  on  the 
course.  The  following  persons  ac¬ 
cepted  this  invitation  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  program:  A.  C.  Bran- 


A  CO-OPERATIVE 
SCHOOL 

The  Mary  Winans  Wall  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  conjunction 
with  the  Presbyterian  and  Episco¬ 
pal  Churches  of  Clinton,  Louisiana, 
held  a  successful  Vacation  /School' 
August  6-10,  according  to  Mrs.  Joe 
Townsend.  Classes  were  held  for 
the  Kindergarten,  Primary  and 
Junior  Departments. 

The  school  was  attended  by  62 
persons,  16  members  of  the  Kin¬ 
dergarten  and  Primary  groups  and 
19  of  the  Junior  group  receiving 
certificates. 

Rev.  George  Harkins,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  was  the  di¬ 
rector  and  Mitchell  McConnell,  Jr., 
assisted  by  Ken  Norwood  was  the 
superintendent. 

Nelwyn  Hatcher  and  Judy  Jack- 
son  were  in  charge  of  the  Kinder¬ 
garten  group,  Mrs.  P.  Z.  Butler  and 
Mrs.  David  Saint,  the  Primary 
group  and  Mrs.  Joe  Townsend,  the 
Junior  group.  Mrs.  Townsend  was 
assisted  by  Julia  Richardson  and 
Lyn  Norwood. 

Mrs.  Mabel  McKowen  served  as 
general  adviser.  _ _____ 

non,  Earl  B.  Carter,  Charles  Casteel, 
I.-L.  Claud,  Clyde  E.  Crozier,  Pryor 
R.  Cruce,  Dewey  Dark,  Lamar 
Davis,  J.  Albert  Gatlin,  Worth  W. 
Gibson,  E.  J.  Holifield,  Robert  B. 
Howerton,  Earl  Hughes,  George  J. 
Kleeb,  Paul  Lanier,  Vernon  Pay- 
singer,  H.  M.  Sanford,  William  A. 
Stewart,  Jr.,  and  E.  B.  Williams. 

These  persons  are  preparing  them¬ 
selves  to  help  local  church  leaders 
better  understand  the  uses  of  our 
materials.  Most  of  the  church 
schools  of  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  use  Methodist  literature,  but 
many  of  our  workers  do  not  know 
how  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
literature.  . 

A  number  of  other  persons  from 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
and  several  from  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  were  in  the  course  on 
“Lesson  Materials  in  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation.”  Some  of  these  will  also  be 
working  toward  certification. 

Christian  Education  Institutes 

We  are  finding  much  interest  con¬ 
cerning  the  coming  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  Institutes  to  be  held  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Conway  First  Church,  September 
16,  2:00  P.  M. 

Fort  Smith  First  Church,  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  7:00  P.  M. 

Searcy  First  Church,  September 
18,  7:00  P.  M. 

Batesville  First  Church,  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  9:00  A.  M. 

Jonesboro  First  Church,  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  7:00  P.  M. 

Walnut  Ridge  First  Church,  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  7*:00  P.  M. 

Forrest  City  First  Church,  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  6:30  P.  M. 

The  Forrest  City  meeting  is  being 
held  at  6:30  in  order  to  make  it 
possible  for  some  members  of  the 
tegm  to  make  a  connection. 

We  are  to  have  Rev.  M.  Earl 
Cunningham  and  Miss  Mattie  Lula 
Cooper  of  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  staffs  as  resource  leaders  in 
each  of  these  institutes. 


CRUCIAL  IMPORTANCE  OF  WORK 
WITH  YOUNG  PEOPLE 


DR.  RIPPY  ON 
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Adults,  General  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  has  been  elected  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
Region  6  of  the  Adult  Education 
Association  of  the  U.S.A. 

The  Adult  Education  was  found¬ 
ed  in  1951  for  three  central  pur¬ 
poses: 

1.  To  bind  volunteer  and  pro¬ 
fessional  workers  into  a  fellowship 
dedicated  to  improving  their  com¬ 
petencies  as  adult  educators. 

2.  To  establish  lines  of  communi¬ 
cation  for  joint  planning  and  the 
sharing  of  experiences  between  in¬ 
dividuals  and  organizations  en¬ 
gaged  in  adult  education. 

3.  To  acquaint  the  general  pub¬ 
lic  with  the  needs  and  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  adult  education,  and  to 
stimulate  greater  support  for  it. 

The  Adult  Education  Association 
publishes  two  magazines  —  Adultf 
Leadership  and  Adult  Education. 

Dr.  Rippy  was  elected  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  for  a  three 
year  term. 


In  the  field  service  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Children  we  are  seeking  to 
give  special  attention  to  requests 
for  help  in  dealing  with  the  needs 
of  the  churches  in  ministering  to 
the  youhgest  children,  both  in  their 
homes  and  in  the  churches.  Limi¬ 
tation  of  staff  makes  it  impossible 
to  meet  all  the  requests  for  help 
that  are  coming.  We  are  seeking 
to  supplement  the  services  of  the 
staff  by  calling  in  -competent  per¬ 
sons  from  over  the  church  to  take 
the  leadership  in  some  of  these 
nursery  conferences  and  laboratory 
schools. 

We  are  aware  of  the  crucial  im¬ 
portance  of  this  work.  Many  of 
these  young  children  are  in  fami¬ 
lies  which  are  unrelated  to  the 
church,  either  through  the  indif¬ 
ference  of  the  parents  or  because 
they  have  moved  from  their  home 
communities  into  new  communi¬ 
ties  where  the  churches  are  not 
close  at  hand.  The  parents  them¬ 
selves  need  support  and  help.  The 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Children  works  closely  with  the 
Department  of  the  Christian  Fam¬ 
ily  in  seeking  to  minister  to  these 
families,  since  we  know  that  the 
greatest  asset  a  little  child  can 
have  is  a  Christian  home. — Dr. 
Mary  Alice  Jones,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Children,  General  Board  of  Ed- 
ucatipn. 


Vacation  School  At  Henderson  Church 


Henderson  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  held  a  successful  Va- 
cation  Church  School  from  July  30 
to  August  3,  according  to  report. 

Some  six  months  before  the 
starting  date  the  Commission  on 
Education  turned  its  attention  to 
this  project.  Mrs.  Doyle  E.  Wilson 
was  selected  as  superintendent. 
Forty-one  workers  agreed  to  as¬ 
sist  in  the  school.  By  way  of  prep¬ 
aration  these  workers  met  with 
the  superintendent  in  three  special 
sessions  to  plan  the  work. 

The  enrollment  increased  each 
day  and  on  the  last  day  a  total 
enrollment  of  216  was  noted.  This 
is  an  all-time  record  for  Hender¬ 
son  Church  and  leaders  believe  it 
is  close  to  the  top  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  enrollment  showed  Kinder- 


/ 


garten  *47;  Primaries  61;  Juniors 
48;  Intermediates  18,  and  workers 
42. 

Materials  used  were:  Kindergar¬ 
ten,  “My  Home  and  Family”;  Pri¬ 
maries,  “Love  One  Another”;  Jun¬ 
iors,  “Living  and  Working  aS 
Christians”;  Intermediates,  “Mak¬ 
ing  Our  Group  Christian.” 

Some  projects  completed  were 
as  follows:  The  Intermediates 

made  jelly  for  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home;  the  Juniors  and  Pri¬ 
maries  sent  cash  offerings  t° 
“Meal  For  Millions”,  Los  AngeleSi 
California.  The  Primaries  also  sent 
picture  cards  to  the  childrens 
ward  of  the  State  Hospital. 

The  school  closed  on  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  by  inviting  the  parents  to  3 
program  in  the  sanctuary  and  3 
display  of  the  work  in  the  diff eren 
departments. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD!^ 
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Says  Church  People  Must 
Stem  War  Tendencies 


Gettysburg,  Pa.  (RNS) — Val  Pe¬ 
tersen,  Federal  Civil  Defense  ad¬ 
ministrator,  said  here  it  is  impera¬ 
tive  that  church’ people  stem  tend¬ 
encies  towards  war. 

“In  the  next  war  there  will  be'  no 
winners,”  he  told  the  20th  annual 
Ashram  of  the  Lutheran  Student 
Association  of  America.  “All  of  us 
will  be  losers  in  some  degree.” 

Pointing  up  the  horror  of  nuclear 
warfare  he  said  that  one  bomb  a- 
lone  could  wipe  out  New  York  City. 

“Only  a  250-foot  crater  would  re¬ 
main  where  the  downtown  area 


Conference  Honors 
Three  For  Human 
Equality  Efforts 

New  York  (RNS) — A  rabbi  and 
two  laymen  received  citations  here 
from  the  Conference  on  Science, 
Philosophy  and  Religion  for  preem¬ 
inence  in  applying  “through  their 
own  lives  ami  institutions  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  human  equality.” 

They  are  Dr.  Mordecai  M.  Kaplan 
of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary 
of  America,  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller 
and  Roy  Wilkins,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People. 

The  citations  were  presented  at 
the  15th  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
conference  which  has  only  once  be¬ 
fore  made  such  awards — in  1949. 
Theme  of  the  meeting  was  “Aspects 
of  Human  Equality.” 

Rabbi  Kaplan  was  honored  for 
striving  for  “unity  in  diversity”.  Mr. 
Rockefeller  was  cited  for  “unceas¬ 
ing”  personal  service  and  dedication 
to  the  proposition  that  the  duty  of 
the  “more  fortunate”  to  help  their 
brethren  everywhere  is  “binding  on 
Americans”  as  members  of  a  nation 
“especially  blessed”  throughout  its 
history.  ^ 

The  conference  honored  Mr.  Wil¬ 
kins  for  his  work  to  improve  race 
relations  through  “peaceful  means 
and  education”  and  his  courage  in 
attacking  problems  “previously 
thought  impossible  of  solution.” 

Dr.  Kaplan’s  citation  read: 

“He  has  impressed  generations  of 
American  rabbis  and  their  congre¬ 
gations  and  also  generations  of  other 
thoughtful  Americans  with  the  need 
for  science  to  seek  principles  that 
nature  may  yield  to  understanding 
and  control,  for  philosophy  to  ‘see 
fife  steadily  and  to  see  it  whole’ 
and  for  religion  to  find,  among  other 
values,  integration  of  life  in  trying 
to  come  to  terms  with  the  spiritual 
universe.” 


had  been,  and  for  four  or  five  miles 
around  there  would  be  various  de¬ 
grees  of  destruction,”  he  said. 

“You  can  see  why  President  Eis¬ 
enhower  is  so  lenient  and  so  patient 
with  some  of  these  warlike  powers.” 

Mr.  Petersen,  a  Lutheran,  said 
the  biggest  problem  facing  church 
people  today  is:  “How  are  we  going 
to  find  a  way  to  live  together  in 
peace?  How  can  Christians  help 
others  curb  their  warlike  nature 
and  help  others  use  the  riches  of  all 
of  us  for  something  other  than  self- 
destruction?” 

He  said  church  members  and  con¬ 
gregations  must  band  together  and 
stand  up  as  forces  for  decency  and 
justice  in  their  communities. 

“Why  did  Phenix  City,  Alabama, 
get  cleaned  up  of  all  its  vice?”  he 
asked.  “To  a  large  extent  because 
a  group  of  ministers  decided  that 
it  had  to  stop.” 

Mr.  Petersen  said  church  people 
could  make  their  influence  felt  most 
by  participating  actively  in  politics. 


Government  Expects  Record 
Private  School  Enrollment 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Private 
and  parochial  schools  of  the  nation 
will  enroll  a  record  4,855,500  stu¬ 
dents  this  fall,  Dr.  Samuel  M. 

Brownell,  Commissioner  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  U.  S.  Department  of  Health, 

Education  and  Welfare,  predicted 
here. 

He  said  the  figure  represents  an 
increase  of  264,500  over  last  year’s 
enrollment  of  4,591,000. 

Schools  from  kindergarten 
through  grade  8  are  expected  to  high  schools.  The  1955-56  enroll- 
enroll  3,985,500  students  in  1956-57  ment  was  823,200. 


Editor  JHails  Growing 
Cooperation  Between 
Public,  Private  Schools 

Boston  (RNS)  —  Closer  coopera¬ 
tion  between  private  and  public 
schools  within  the  next  decade  will 
resolve  mutual  problems,  Dr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Fine,  education  editor  of 
The  New  York  Times,  declared 
here.  He  said  the  “day  of  conflict” 
between  them  '  has  passed. 

Dr.  Fine  spoke  at  the  first  gen¬ 
eral  session  of  the  47  th  annual 
Teachers  Institute  of  the  Boston 
Roman  Catholic  archdiocese.  Some 
4,000  private  and  public  school  edu¬ 
cators  attended  the  four-day  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  New  York  editor  said  the  na¬ 
tion  faces  serious  educational  prob-' 
lems  which  “cut  across  both  the 
parochial  and  public  schools”  and 
must  be  resolved  to  maintain  a 
sound  system. 

But,  he  asserted,  “a  partnership 
now  exists  between  both  systems 
that  augurs  well  for  the  future- edu¬ 
cational  advancement  of  American 
youth.” 

The  “bickering  and  ill-will”  that 
existed  in  the  past  have  gradually 
disappeared,  Dr.  Fine  said,  “cooper¬ 
ation  has  replaced  dissension,”  and 
“Catholic  education  has  come  of 
age.” 

“American  education  will  be 
strengthened  as  we  improve  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  public,  private 
and  parochial  schools,”  he  added. 


compared  to  3';768,000  during  1955- 
56. 

An  enrollment  of  870,0'00  is  an¬ 
ticipated  in  private  and  parochial 


Warns  Theology  Must  Again  Become 
"Mother  of  Science" 


Montreat,  N.  C.  (RNS  —  Theolo¬ 
gy  must  again  become  the  “Mother 
of  the  Sciences”  if  modem  thought 
and  life  are  not  to  be  completely 
secularized,  a  leading  B  ri  t  i  s  h 
churchman  said  here. 

Dr.  Eric  Baker,  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Conference  of  Great 
Britain,  addressed  the  third  South¬ 
eastern  States  Faculty  Conference. 
The  meeting,  attended  by  250  teach¬ 
ers  from  more  than  100  southern 
colleges  and  universities,  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  boards  of  education 
of  The  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
(Southern.) 

Dr.  Baker  said  the  Christian 


Says  Nehru  Friendly  To  Missionaries 


Barrington,  R.  I.  (RNS)  —  The 
West  too  often  assumes  that  Prime 
Minister  Nehru  is  leaning  toward 
Communism,  Canon  Samuel  Bur- 
Eoyne  of  Allahabad  Cathedral  told 
the  triennial  international  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  World  Evangelical  Fel¬ 
lowship  here. 

The  Anglican  clergyman  said  Mr. 
Nehru  leans  heavily  toward  neither 
the  West  nor  the  Reds  and  under 
his  continued  prime  ministry  Chris¬ 
tian  missionary  work  in  India  will 
So  forward. 

Mi’.  Nehru,  he  said,  “has  frequent¬ 
ly  taken  our  side”  in  India’s  internal 
dispute  over  the  activities  of  foreign 
missionaries. 

Dr.  Clyde  W.  Taylor,  chairman  of 


the  commission  on  missions  and  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Evangelical  Foreign 
Mission  Association,  said  the  WEF 
has  not  done  all  it  can  to  preserve 
religious  freedom  in  non-Protestant 
countries. 

All  pagan  governments,  he  said 
without  mentioning  any  by  name, 
“get  stirred  up  by  proselytizing.” 

Suggesting  that  the  WEF  can  en¬ 
courage  mission  boards  to  restudy 
their  methods,  he  cited  a  lack  of 
Evangelical  teachers  in  the  mission 
field.  Pagan  governments  “will 
leave  Bible  teachers  working  with 
Christians  alone,”  he  said. 

The  Communist  threat  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  was  one  of  several  problems 
considered  during  a  panel  discussion 


teacher  must  “stand  forth  in  the 
freedom  that  boldly  exposes  the 
limitations  of  natural  science  to 
save  men  from  despair  and  destruc¬ 
tion.” 

He  said  the  “remarkable  interest” 
shown  by  British  students  and 
teachers  in  Christianity  in  recent 
years  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  reali¬ 
zation  that  “scientific  answers  are 
not  enough.”  But  he  added  that 
this  interest  ha^  not  yet  made  its 
influence  felt  among  the  British 
masses. 

The  Methodist  leader  said  profes¬ 
sors  and  students  also  are  realizing 
that  “the  politicians  of  none  of  the 
political  parties  have  the  answer.” 

He  called  upon  the  educators  to 
make  clear  “the  Christian  doctrine 
of  man”  in  the  modern  college  and 
university. 

“Man  is  not  just  instinct  plus  in¬ 
telligence,”  he  said.  “Man  is  able 
to  maintain  and  pursue  ideals.  Jesus 
Christ  has  revealed  the  fundamental 
truth  about  man,  his  nature  and 
destiny. 

“But  while  Jesus  Christ  revealed 
the  truth  that  makes  men  free,  the 
modern  world  has  sought  to  ignore 
the  foundation  of  all  truth  and  is 
trying  to  live  upon  the  superstruc¬ 
ture.” 


on  how  the  WEF  can  aid  its  auto¬ 
nomous  members  in  various  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  task  of  world  evangel¬ 
ism. 
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President  Proclaims 
Sept.  12  Day  of  Prayer 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
President  Eisenhower  proclaimed 
Wednesday,  Sept.  12,  as  a  Na¬ 
tional  Day  of  Prayer  on  which 
“all  of  us  .  .  .  may  beseech  God 
to  watch  over  us  in  our  daily 
lives  and  in  the  conduct  of  our 
national  affairs.” 

The  proclamation  called  on  the 
people  to  pray  “in  our  places  of 
business,  in  our  places  of  wor¬ 
ship,  in  our  homes,  and  in  our 
hearts.” 

“Let  us  also  render  thanks  to 
Him  for  the  manifold  bounties 
vouchsafed  us  throughout  our 
history,”  it  added. 

A  joint  resolution  approved  by 
Congress  in  1952  provided  that 
the  President  should  set  aside 
and  proclaim  a  suitable  day  each 
year,  not  a  Sunday,  as  a  Nation¬ 
al  Day  of  Prayer  on  which 
Americans  might  turn  to  God 
in  prayer  and  meditation. 


Airlines  To  Plan 
Reduced  Clergy  Fares 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Joint  action  by  commercial  air¬ 
lines  to  grant  reduced  fares  to 
clergymen  is  expected  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  here  Nov.  7  of  the  Air  Trans¬ 
port  Association’s  traffic  and 
sales  division. 

Willis  Player,  the  association’s 
vice-president  for  public  rela¬ 
tions,  said  that  although  some 
airlines  are  ready  to  offer  re¬ 
duced  fares,  none  has  yet  pro¬ 
posed  a  definite  working  plan 
to  the  clergy. 

President  Eisenhower  recently 
signed  legislation  authorizing 
airlines  to  grant  special  clergy 
rates  on  a  space -available  basis. 

Although  aiiTines  are  not  re¬ 
quired  to  lower  plane  fares,  most 
domestic  carriers  have  indicated 
they  will. 

University  Has  Course 
For  S.  School  Teaching 

Miami,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  A  course 
especially  designed  for  Sunday 
school  officers  and  teachers  will 
be  offered  for  the  first  time  this 
fall  at  the  University  of  Miami. 

CaHed  “Orientation  in  Re¬ 
ligious  Education,”  it  will  deal 
with  the  basic  problems  of  re¬ 
ligious  education  in  a  non-sec¬ 
tarian  way. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  course, 
students  must  be  doing  actual 
work  in  their  churches.  The  sub¬ 
ject  will  be  related  to  problems 
they  face  in  their  church  work  as 
they  arise. 


Youth  Meeting  Studies 
Religion  and  the  Arts 

“Williams  Bay,  Wis.  (RNS) — Re¬ 
ligion  and  the  arts  was  discussed 
by  speakers  and  delegates  at  a 
meeting  here  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement. 

Some  160  delegates  studied  the 
relationship  between  worship,  Bible 
study  and  the  arts. 

Dr.  Harold  A.  Ehrensperger  of 
Boston  University’s  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  spoke  on  “Religion,  Art  and 
Man.”  He  has  taught  courses  on 
religion  and  the  arts  for  the  past 
several  years. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 
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With  The  Sub-Districts 


MYF  GIVES  MEMORIAL  CROSS 


Mary  Sterling  Rolfe  and  Kay 
Conger  examine  the  cross  that  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  gave 
to  the  Oak  Ridge  (La.)  Methodist 
Church  in  memory  of  Charles  Hen¬ 
ry  Nolan.  The  cross  has  been  placed 
upon  the  wall  in  the  front  of  the 


sanctuary  as  a  symbol  for  all  who 
worship. 

Charles,  who  died  suddenly  this 
year,  was  the  vice  president  of  the 
MYF.  Kay  was  the  past  president 
and  Mary  Sterling  was  the  past 
secretary  of  the  MYF. 


Youth  Activities 
Week 

First  Church,  Baiesville 

“CHOOSING  THE  RIGHT”  was 
the  theme  of  Youth  Activities  Week 
held  at  First  Church,  Batesville, 
August  27-31.  Fifty  youth  and  adults 
participated  including  guests  from 
Asbury,  Central  Avenue,  Salado, 
Moorefield  and  Bethesda  Methodist 
Churches. 

Inspirational  addresses  were 
brought  by  Rev.  Mark  Wimmer, 
pastor  of  the  Bethesda  Church,  in 
a  series  of  topics  concerning  the 
right  choices:  “Choosing  the  Right 
Vocation,  Marriage  Partner,  Atti¬ 
tudes,  Personal  and  Social  Relation¬ 
ships,  and  the  Right  Religion.” 

Discussion  leaders  were  sought 
from  local  churches  and  adult  lead¬ 
ers  included:  Mrs.  R.  E.  Connell, 
Mrs.  McKinley  Huddleston,  Coach 
Henry  Lee  Stewart,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Mc- 
Nealy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  Davis, 
Miss  Thelma  Pickens,  Mrs.  Kath¬ 
leen  Barnes,  Mrs.  I.  N.  Barnett  and 
W.  A.  Sensabaugh. 

Recreation  leaders  were  selected 
from  the  College  Class  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church:  Misses  Kay  Mc- 
Spadden,  Marjorie  Stuart  and  Jack¬ 
ie  Wright.  Other  adult  help  included 
the  mothers  who  were  responsible 
for  the  evening  fellowship  suppers. 

The  evening’s  activities  were  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  closing  communion 
service  led  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Lloyd 
Conyers. 

First  Church,  Blytheville 

The  Senior  Department  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Blytheville,  in¬ 
vited  the  young  people  from  Lake 
Street,  Yarbro,  Wesley  Parish, 
Promised  Land  and  Dell  Methodist 
Churches  to  attend  their  Youth  Ac¬ 
tivities  Week,  August  19-24th.  On 
the  Sunday  night  the  Rev.  Leonard 
Tudor,  a  guest  English  minister,  an¬ 
swered  questions  about  life  in  Eng¬ 
land  that  the  young  people  asked. 

A  course  on  “Toward  Under¬ 
standing  the  Bible”  was  taught  by 
Rev.  Harold  Eggensperger  during 
the  Discussion  Hour  on  Monday, 
Wednesday,  Friday  nights. 

The  Rev.  Mitchell  Sanford,  Lake 


Street  Methodist  Church,  was  the 
inspirational  speaker  each  night  in 
the  worship  service.  The  special 
numbers  for  these  worship  services 
were  provided  by  the  different 
churches. 

The  special  project  of  the  week 
was  an  ice  cream  supper  on  Tues¬ 
day  night.  The  following  young  peo¬ 
ple  served  on  the  following  com¬ 
mittees:  General  Chairmen,  Glenn 
Ladd,  Jr.;  Publicity,  Rose  Childress, 
Rae  Scott,  Mary  Tarver  Stevenson; 
Worship,  Toby  Ann  Long;  Registra¬ 
tion,  Roger  Sudbury;  Recreation, 
Margaret  Whistle  and  Gail  Craw¬ 
ford;  Discussion  Group,  Beth  John¬ 
son;  Covered  Dish  Supper,  Brenda 
Holland;  Ice  Cream  Supper,  Kay 
Henderson,  Bobby  Jayroe,  Linda 
Bean. 

Bethel 

Youth  Activities  Week  was  held 
at  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church, 
ending  on  Thursday  evening,  Aug¬ 
ust  30.  There  was  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  50  each  night. 

The  theme  of  *  the  week  was 
“Youth  Witness  for  Christ.”  The 
classes  and  worship  periods  were 
built  around  this  theme.  Rev.  Tom 
English,  Rev.  James  Clemons  and 
Rev.  Lee  Cates  of  Jacksonville  were 
the  speakers  for  the  week. 

Rev.  Harold  Wilson  led  in  a  com¬ 
munion  service  on  Thursday  night 
and  brought  the  message.  It  was 
also  a  night  of  sharing  and  review¬ 
ing  the  activities  of  the  week. 

The  week  ended  with  a  commit¬ 
ment  and  re-dedication  and  candle¬ 
lighting  service. 

Teachers  and  helpers  were  Paul 
Lamberth,  Jonesboro;  Rev.  Tom 
English,  Vilonia;  Mary  Pauline 
Jones,  McCrory;  Mary  Mathis,  North 
Little  Rock;  Olen  Morden  of  Bethel 
and  Rev.  Harold  Wells,  pastor. 


STUNT  NIGHT  AT 
FISHER  MYF 

The  Fisher  (La.)  MYF  presented 
“Stunt  Night”  at  the  church  Thurs¬ 
day,  August  30,  and  all  those  at¬ 
tending  had  an  hour  of  real  fun, 
leaders  report. 

MYF  friends  served  refreshments 
on  the  church  lawn  at  the  conclu- 


Polk  County  Sub -District  Picnic 


DISTRICT  RALLY 
AT  DAVIDSON 
CAMPGROUND 

The  Arkadelphia  District  Metho¬ 
dist  Youth  Fellowship  held  a  dis¬ 
trict  rally  on  August  29th  at  David¬ 
son  Campground. 

The  general  assembly  at  10  a.m. 
was  opened  with  a  hymn  and  a 
prayer  by  Rey  Mack  Daniel. 

Officer  training  groups  were 
formed  with  each  district  officer 
leading  in  discussions  for  his  or 
her  particular  office.  Emogene  Dun¬ 
lap,  from  Malvern  First  Methodist 
Church,  led  in  the  adult  discussion 
group. 

In  the  business  session  the  district 
voted  by  each  Sub-District  having 
one  vote,  to  pay  for  a  field  organ 
to  be  placed  in  the  new  chapel  at 
Camp  Tanako. 

Barbara  Eskew,  St.  Louis  Confer¬ 
ence  Director  of  Youth  Work,  spoke 
on  the  Spiritual  Qualities  of  a 
Methodist  Youth,  and  later  Polly 
Lasiter,  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Arkadelphia,  gave  information  con¬ 
cerning  resources  and  materials  for 
MYF’ers  to  use  in  planning  activities 
and  programs  for  the  coming  year. 

At  3:45  p.m.  there  was  free  time 
for  softball  and  folk  games. 

Supper  was  prepared  and  served 
by  WSCS  members  from  Gurdon, 
Malvern,  Arkadelphia,  and  the 
Clark  County  Sub-district. 

A  drama  concerning  Christian 
youth  and  alcohol,  “Afterwards”, 
was  presented  by  Ethel  Lu  Teague, 
Arkadelphia,  and  David  McCray, 
Malvern. 

The  day’s  activities  were  closed 
by  worship  at  7:30  p.m.  conducted 
by  Rev.  Howard  Cox,  from  the 
Shorewood  Hills  Methodist  Church. 
—  Katherine  Hays,  Chairman  of 
Publicity. 


COLLEGE  STUDENTS 
HONORED 

The  students  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Franklin,  La.,  who  will 
soon  be  going  away  to  various  col¬ 
leges  were  honored  on  Thursday, 
with  a  swimming  party  at  the  S.  G. 
Todd  pool.  Foliowing  the  swim, 
supper  was  served  buffet  style  at 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church.  Members  of  the 
young  adult  fellowship  were  also 
guests. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Norris  Jr.,  Secretary  of 
Student  Work  in  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service,  was  in 
charge  of  entertainment.  —  Mrs. 
Merlin  Keenze 


sion  of  the  program. 

All  proceeds  ($38.00)  will  go  to¬ 
ward  the  purchase  of  carpets  for 
the  church  aisles. 


Polk  County 

The  Polk  County  Sub-District 
held  its  annual  picnic  in  Mena  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fay  Bar¬ 
ber  on  Monday,  August  6. 

A  baseball  game,  songs,  a  nicnic 
supper  and  a  program  were  enjoyed 
by  the  group. 

Nellie  Dyer 

The  Nellie  Dyer  Sub-District  held 
its  monthly  meeting  f>n  Monday 
August  27,  at  Garner.  One  hundred 
ten  people  attended. 

The  larg£  attendance  can  probably  ■ 
be  due  to  the  new  challenge  pro¬ 
gram  which  the  Sub-District  has 
employed.  One  church  challenges 
another  to  see  which  can  have  the 
largest  number  present.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  one  church  had  only  ten 
members  in  its  MYF  and  all  ten 
members  were  present  whereas  an¬ 
other  church  had  30  members  and 
only  20  present,  the  first  church  I 
would  win. 

Recreation  was  led  by  Teeter ' 
Stanley.  The  group  then  went  into 
the  church  for  the  program  and  the 
business  meeting  which  was  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  the  president,  Bar¬ 
bara  Bostain. 

The  theme  for  the  month  was 
Camp  Night.  Talks ,  were  given  on 
the  Intermediate  Camp  at  Alders- 
gate,  and  the  Senior  MYF  camp 
at  Petit  Jean.  The  president  told 
of  her  trip  to  Mount  Sequoyah. 

Refreshments  were  served.  — 
Bobby  Murphy. 

Rice  Bell  Intermediates 

The  Intermediate  MYF  of  the 
Rice  Belt  Sub-District  met  at  the 
city  park  at  Stuttgart  on  August  27 
for  its  monthly  meeting  at  which 
Grand  Avenue  was  host. 

The  young  people  went  in  swim¬ 
ming  and  later  ate  supper  which  was 
brought  by  each  one  in  the  form 
of  a  sack  lunch.  Refreshments  were 
also  served  by  Grand  Avenue. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
the  fourth  Monday  of  September 
at  Gillett.  —  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Bor- 
mann. 


Church  Furniture  •  Stoles 
Embroideries  •  Vestments 
Hangings  •  Communion 
Sets  .  Altar  Brass  Goods  Ij  j 


•Pulpit  and  Choir • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 
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MEMORIALS 

IN  HONOR  OF: 

V.  J.  Trotter  Sr.,  Monticello,  Ark.,  on  his 
100th  birthday  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Garland, 
Emmet,  Ark. 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Clifford  Daniel,  Searcy,  by  Mr.  Roger  W. 
“Boots”  Lynch 

J.  E.  Raborn  by  Tom  and  Juanita  Cashion 

Robert  J.  Bowen,  Sr.,  by  The  Donnell  Co., 
Altheimer,  Ark. 

Robert  J.  Bowen,  Sr.,  by  Jimmie,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Ann  Hall 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Cannon  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Sparks 
and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Sparks 

Rev.  J.  R.  Diffee  by  Magnet  Cove  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

Mrs.  Davis  F.  Scott  by  Pearle  McCain 

Earl  E.  Rogers  by  Hazen  Methodist  Ch. 

Mrs.  Sally  Scott  by  Dr.  Arthur  Terry 

A.  C.  Birch  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Birch  and  chil¬ 
dren 

Mrs.  Sara  Frances  Stover  by  Mr.  Claude 
B.  Stover 

Dr.  E.  H.  McCray  by  Frances  and  Donald 
Sheldon 

Herbert  Fincher  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Warnock 

Miss  Rebecca  Anthony  by  Miss  Carole 
Coop 

Fred  Vining,  Sr.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Walker  / 

Fred  Vining  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Tuber- 
ville 

Lewis  E.  Stewart  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
J.  Oates 


Mrs.  Lydia  Ray  Vick  by  Mrs.  Chas.  W. 
McDougall 

J.  P.  Kelley  by  Bauxite  Meth.  Church 
W.S.GLS. 

Denver  N.  Misenhimer  by  The  Matrons 
Class  of  Fayetteville  Central  Methodist 
Church 

J.  L.  Burbridge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell 
A.  Jones  and  son 

Mrs.  Ida  Yarnell  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  Hughey 

Mrs.  Ida  Yarnell  by  Mrs.  Allie  Fitzhugh 
and  Mrs.  Sadie  Bedford 

Mrs.  John  Yarnell  by  Miss  Lyde  and  Olive 
Chandler  and  Mr.  Joel  Chandler  and 
family 

Melinda  Garrison  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  T. 
Woodfin 

Dr.  F.  L.  Proctor  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  T. 
Woodfin 

Mrs.  W.  E.  (Etta)  Had  by  Mrs.  O.  -C. 
Birdwed 

A.  W.  Moody  by  Mrs.  George  S.  Word 

Wm.  Marion  Murphy  the  John  Wesley 

Class  of  Siloam  Springs  Methodist  Church 

Charles  H.  Short  by  the  Gentry  Methodist 
Church 

Warren  Teague  by  Hody  Grove  Methodist 
Church 

R.  C.  McNed  by  Mrs.  Oscie  Walker 

H.  T.  Wilkinson  tjy  Mrs.  Blanche  Wilkin¬ 
son  McClelland 

W.  A.  Teague  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
S.  Shivley 

W.  A.  Teague  by  Forrest  City  Kiwanis 
Club 

CONNOR  MOREHEAD, 
Superintendent 


New  Books 

The  International 
Lesson  Annual 

Edited  by  Charles  M.  Laymon 
Abingion  Press,  448  Pages,  $2.95 

Published  September  10,  1956, 

THE  INTERNATIONAL --LESSON 
ANNUAL — 1957,  edited  by  Charles 
M.  Laymon,  is  the  second  in  a  series 
of  annual  lesson  helps.  The  work 
of  fourteen  eminent  Bible  scholars 
and  preachers,  this  comprehensive 
commentary  on  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons  provides  the 
best  in  scholarship  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  to  help  the  teacher  of  adults 
present  an  informed,  inspiring  les¬ 
son. 

This  new  volume  contains  the 
same  useful  features  for  each  lesson 
which  brought  high  praise  to  the 
1956  Annual  from  the  leaders  of 
many  Protestant  denominations. 

1.  The  complete  text  of  the  lesson 
is  given  in  both  the  King  James 
and  the  Revised  Standard  ver¬ 
sions,  printed  in  parallel  col¬ 
umns  for  easy  comparison. 

2.  An  explanation  by  a  distin¬ 
guished  scholar  gives  the  back¬ 
ground  for  the  Bible  passages 
(the  writer  and  his  life,  the 
place,  time,  and  historical  con¬ 
text,  ancient  customs,  cross 
references),  and  brings  out  spe¬ 
cial  meanings  which  might 
otherwise  be  overlooked. 

3.  A  penetrating,  highly  readable 
analysis,  by  Roy  L.  Smith,  tells 
what  the  Bible  text  means  in 
terms  of  life  today. 

4.  Teaching  suggestions  by  out¬ 
standing  preachers  show  step- 
by-step  how  to  make  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  lesson  clear  to  the 
class.  This  section  is  unique 
in  that  it  tells  how  to  deal 
with  attitudes  of  persons  in 
the  class,  whereas  other  an¬ 
nuals  deal  only  with  ideas. 

Special  features  of  the  Annual  in¬ 
clude: 

Unit  organization  of  lessons,  giv¬ 
ing  them  broader  meaning 


Maps  and  line  drawings 
Lists  of  suggested  audio-visuals 
Articles  on  special  days  such  as 
Christmas  and  Easter 
Brief  interpretations  of  daily  Bi¬ 
ble  readings 

THE  CONTRIBUTORS:  Charles  M. 
Laymon,  Roy  L.  Smith,  Roland  H. 
Bainton,  Walter  Russell  Bowie, 
Daisy  L.  Dozier,  Rhoda  Edmeston, 
Nels  F.  S.  Ferre,  Floyd  V.  Filson, 
Harland  E.  Hogue,  E.  Stanley  Jones, 
Francis  E.  Kearns,  Dwight  E.  Stev¬ 
enson,  Howard  E.  Tower,  Kyle  M. 
Yates. 


IF  YOJUR  CLUB, 
CLASS  or  MISSION 
NEEDS  MONEY? 

Obtain  A  Franchise 
Now  For  The  Sale 
in  Your  City  of 

BENSON'S  SLICED 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

A  Planned 
Community  Service 

NEARLY  1000  CLUBS  And  | 
INSTITUTIONS  Now  Par¬ 
ticipating.  Many  For  The 
Fourth  Year. 

Your  Club  can  enjoy  the 
praise  of  your  community 
and  raise  needed  funds  easy 
by  selling  the  VERY  BEST 
Sliced  Fruit  Cake  you  ever 
tasted.  Make  a  $1  on  each 
cake  and  SAVE  your  cus¬ 
tomer  a  $1.  , 

Phone#  Wire  or  Write  Today  | 

BENSON'S 

Box  71,  Athens,  Ga. 


OBITUARY 

SIMMS  —  Mrs.  Roxie  Simms  was 
born  on  June  24,  1882,  and  passed 
away  at  her  home  on  August  6, 
after  a  short  illness.  She  had  spent 
her  entire  life  in  the  community  of 
Epps,  Louisiana,  and  united  with 
the  Midway  Methodist  Church  in 
her  early  childhood.  In  later  years 
she  moved  her  membership  to  the 
Epps  Methodist  Church.  She  was 
very  active  in  church  work. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
Tuesday,  August  7,  in  the  Epps 
Methodist  Church  by  the  writer,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Rev.  Basil  Helbert,  pastor 
of  the  Epps  Baptist  Church. 


Mrs.  Simms  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Tony 
Tamburo  of  Sterlington,  four  sons, 
B.  F.,  Purvis,  Leroy  and  John  Ellis 
all  of  Epps;  17  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild  and  a  brother, 
Monroe  LaFevre  of  Epps. — J.  B.  Mc¬ 
Cann 


5,000  S  WANTED 

to  Bell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  tor  free  catalog,  and  price-list. 

G«org*  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago.  S,  til. 


Electric  Companies  to 


double  supply  of  electricity 


by  1965 


When  you  buy  another  appliance,  or  your  family  increases, 
you  need  more  electricity.  And  it’s  always  ready  and  wait¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  the  wire. 

That’s  because  America’s  more  than  400  independent 
electric  light  and  power  companies  can  plan  and  build 
ahe&d  for  your  future  needs.  They  don’t  have  to  wait 
for  an  act  of  Congress  or  for  tax  money  from  the  Treasury. 

Right  now,  these  companies  are  building  dams  and 
power  plants  and  such  at  the  rate  of  more  than  $2  billion 
a  year  with  money  from  millions  of  investors.  This  is  one 
of  the  important  reasons  why  you  get  the  best  and  the 
most  electric  service  from  independent  companies  like 
this  one. 


TOW lit  &  LIGHT 

Minn*  Itm»  At  K AN t At 


SEPTEMBER  13,  1956 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  tor  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  23,  1956 

A  VISION  OF  THE  CHURCH  VICTORIOUS 

READ  7 TH  CHAPTER  OF  REVELATION. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  kingdom  of  this  world 
has  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ,  and 
he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  (Revelation  11:15) 


This  is  the  second  of  a  series  of 
three  lessons  /in  Unit  VIII.  This 
Unit  gives  emphasis  to  the  fact 
that  faith  is  to  have  its  reward  for 
those  who  are  faithful  to  the  cause 
of  Christ.  The  subject  for  today’s 
lesson  is  “A  Vision  of  the  Church 
Victorious.” 


Amid  the  trying  times  that  were 
;esting  men’s  souls,  some  of  them 
;o  the  breaking  point,  it  would  be 
lard  to  imagine  a  message  from 
;he  Christ  they  served  that  would 
'nspire  and  invigorate  the  perse¬ 
cuted  Christian’s  of  the  day  more 
;han  this  vision  John  had  of  the 
church  victorious.  Accepting  Reve- 
ation  as  a  message  from  the  risen 
-hrist,  it  is  little  wonder  that 
Members  of  the  early  church  were 
billing  to  endure  anything  the 
world  might  or  could  do  to  them, 
dftce  the  worst  it  could  do  would 
Dut  hasten  them  on  their  _  journey 
to  join  this  church  victorious. 


Various  Interpretations  of 
Revelation 


The  writer  certainly  would  not 
undertake  a  detailed  exposition  of 
excerpts  from  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tion.  He  is  not  qualified  for  .such 
an  exposition  as  a  result  of  any  ex¬ 
tended,  personal  study  of  this 
man  y-sided  apocalyptic  vision. 
Furthermore,  in  studying  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  scholars,  who  have  made 
such  a  study,  we  discover  they 
differ  so  widely  in  their  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  book  that  such  a 
study  is  about  as  confusing  as  it  is 
helpful. 

With  various  variations,  the  ex¬ 
positions  of  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tion  fall  into  four  general  patterns. 

(1)  There  are  those  who  say  we 
can  understand  Revelation  only  as 
we  understand  the  political,  social 
and  religious  situation  of  the  day 
in  which  it  was  written.  These 
writers  say  that  Revelation  was 
written  only  for  the  first  century 
Christians  and  is  of  value,  only  in¬ 
directly,  to  Christian  people  of  a 
later  date. 

(2)  Some  students  of  Revelation 
say  that  it  is  largely  a  prophecy  of 
things  to  come  to  pass  at  the  end 
of  time,  and  gives  a  picture  of  the 
final  triumph  of  the  church. 

(3)  There  are  those  who  say  that 
the  several  visions  found  in  Reve¬ 
lation  are  a  calendar  of  historical 
events  beginning  with  the  first 
century  and  continuing  through  to 
the  end  of  time. 

(4)  Still  others  tell  us  that  the 
Book  of  Revelation  has  no  historical 
significance  but  holds  many  lessons 
for  Christian  living. 

About  the  only  good  thing  that 
can  be  said  for  so  many  different 
interpretations  of  this  book  of 
visions  is  that  they  give  us  a  variety 


to  select  from  since  one  group  is 
about  as  positive  about  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  its  interpretation  as  another. 
When  scholars,  who  have  made  a 
special  study  of  Revelation  differ 
so  widely  in  their  interpretations  of 
the  book,  the  average  Bible  student 
should  not  be  too  disturbed  over 
the  fact  that  he  cannot  be  quite 
sure  about  the  meaning  of  it  all. 

Revelation  Written  For  A 
Struggling  Church 

As  was  true  of  all  the  books  of 
the  New  Testament,  the  Book  of 
Revelation  was  written  while  the 
church  was  in  the  midst  of  a  life 
and  death  struggle.  Whether  it 
was  written  primarily  for  the  Chris¬ 
tians  of  that  day  or  for  the  Chris¬ 
tians  of  every  day,  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  picture  it  gives  of  the 
triumph  over  its  enemies  of  the 
church  led  by  the  resurrected 
Christ,  brought  new  courage  and 
faith  to  those  early  heroes  of  the 
cross. 

(1)  The  early  church  was  moving 
with  a  sense  of  mission  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  Great  Commission.  From 
Jerusalem  the  message  of  the  gos¬ 
pel’s  good  news  was  being  carried 
throughout  the  Roman  Empire. 

(2)  The  Christian  church  of  John’s 
day  was  the  only  organization  with 
a  spirit  and  program  of  evangelism. 
It  was  the  only  organization  of  the 
day  that  was  trying  to  save  the 
world  from  sinful  living  to  right¬ 
eousness. 

This  may  be  said,  also,  of  the 
church  of  qur  day.  The  Christian 
church,  with  its  affiliated  organi¬ 
zations,  is  the  only  organization 
today  that  is  trying  to  make  good 
men  out  of  bad  men.  It  is  the  only 
organization  that  solicits  members 
all  the  way  from  the  worst  of  men 
to  those  of  the  highest  moral  char¬ 
acter.  There  are  many  fraterpal, 
social,  and  benevolent  organizations 
ready  to  make  better  men  of  good 
men.  However,  the  prospective 
member  for  these  organizations 
must  already  be  of  good  character 
or  he  risks  being  “blackballed.”  The 
Christian  church  makes  its  appeal  to 
all  men  literate  or  illiterate,  rich 
or  poor,  civilized  or  heathen.  The 
invitation  of  the  Christian  church 
to  membership  comes  from  the  lips 
of  the  Master  as  He  said,  “Whoso¬ 
ever  will  let  him  come.” 

(3)  The  Christian  Church  of  that 
day  was  the  only  organization  that 
held  out  a  clear,  definite  hope  for 
a  life  worthwhile  after  this  world. 
The  same  may  be  said  for  the 
church  today;  it  is  the  only  organi¬ 
zation  of  earth  that  proposes  to 
speak  authoritatively  about  life  in 
the  next  world.  Without  its  mes¬ 
sage,  we  would  know  as  little  about 
the  possibilities  of  life  after  death 
now  as  did  primitive  man. 

Only  The  Church  Is  Eternal 
The  opening  clause  of  our  ritual 


for  receiving  members  into'  our 
church  begins  with  the  statement, 
“Dearly  beloved,  the  Church  is  of 
God,  and  will  be  preserved.”  This 
is  something  of  the  message  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation.  John’s  vision 
of  the  “Church  Victorious”  was  a 
vision  of  the  Christian  church  of 
earth  projected  into  the  eternal 
world  as  the  church  triumphant. 
The  church  John  saw  was  but  a  con¬ 
tinuation  into  the  next  world  of  the 
'struggling  church  of  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  whom  he  was  writing  were 
members.  They  remembered  the 
words  of  Jesus  when  he  said,  “On 
this  rock  I  will  build  my  church 
and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  pre¬ 
vail  against  it.”  They  remembered 
the  words  of  the  angel,  who  reveal¬ 
ed  to  Mary  that  she  was  to  become 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  when  he  said 
of  Jesus,  “And  of  his  kingdom  there 
shall  be  no  end.”  They  were  heart¬ 
ened  by  the  words  of  John,  as 
found  in  our  Memory  Selection. 
“And  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever.” 

The  church  is  the  only  organiza¬ 
tion  of  earth  that  is  eternal.  Hence 
it  is  that  the  church  is  the  only  or¬ 
ganization  of  earth  that  offers  us 
opportunity  for  the  investment  of 
our  lives  where  that  investment  will 
have  eternal  values  and  will  pay 
dividends  “for  ever  and  ever.”  No 
other  organization  of  earth  can  of¬ 
fer  us  values  of  any  character  that 
will  continue  to  be  valuable  after 
life’s  day  is  done. 

Only  The  Church  Has  Divine 
Promise  of  Viciory 

Revelation  brought  to  the  early 
church  a  new  consciousness  of  the 
fact  that  the  power  of  the  eternal 
God  was  behind  the  promise  of 
victory  for  the  church. 

Rome  placed  its  trust  for  survival 
in  its  legions  of  soldiers.  The  em¬ 
pire  of  Rome  was  built  by  force  and 
was  held  together  by  force.  Revela¬ 
tion  taught  that  ultimate  victory  of 
the  Christian  church  did  not  de¬ 
pend  on  numbers  or  physical  force. 
The  church  became  conscious  that, 
while  the  world  counts  heads,  God 
counts  hearts.  While  the  world 
was  saying,  “How  many  men?”  they 
became  aware  that  God  was  saying, 
“What  kind  of  me^?” 

God’s  promise  oft|vthe  ultimate 
triumph  of  the,  chur«k  is  as  vital 
and  valuable  today,  amid  the  organi¬ 
zed  powers  of  evil  all  about  us,  as 
in  any  day.  We,  too,  may  find 
courage  and  new  faith  in  the  fact 
that  the  church  is  as  eternal  as  God 
is  eternal.  God  has  not  always 
dealt  the  same  way  with  people  of 
succeeding  generations.  Occasional¬ 
ly  His  plans  change.  Nevertheless, 
of  this  we  may  be  sure,  God’s  ulti¬ 
mate  purpose  has  never  and  will 
never  change. 

A  Multitude  No  Man  Can  Number 

The  church  was  a  very  small  or¬ 
ganization  through  the  first  cen¬ 
tury,  possibly  numbering  no  more 
than  a  half  million  at  the  close  of 
the  century.  This  was  a  pitiably 
small  number  compared  to  the  total 
population  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
which  was  trying  to  destroy  it. 

The  situation  has  radically  chang¬ 
ed  with  the  passing  years.  Today 
The  Methodist  Church  alone,  in 
America,  has  more  than  nine  mil¬ 
lion  members,  not  counting  the 
thirty -nine  other  branches  of 
Methodism  in  this  and  sixty-nine 
other  countries  of  the  world.  The 
total  of  church  members  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  world  constitute 


quite  a  segment  of  the  world’s  pop¬ 
ulation. 

There  were  divisions  and  some 
confusions  in  the  early  church. 
Divisions  have  grown  until  now  in 
America  alone  there  are  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  different  de¬ 
nominations.  Sometimes  man  sees 
the  church  only  as  a  badly  divided 
organization,  handicapped  and  hurt 
by  its  divisions  and  the  unfaithful¬ 
ness  of  some  of  its  members.  The 
vision  John  had  of  “The  Church 
Victorious”  was  of  “a  great  multi¬ 
tude  which  no  man  could  number.” 
They  were  dressed  in  white  robes, 
emblematic  of  purity  and  were 
carrying  palms  in  their  hands  which 
signified  victory. 

That  vision  of  the  “Church  Vic¬ 
torious,”  we  feel,  is  very  significant 
and  must  picture,  in  some  sense,  the 
situation  when  the  “great  multi¬ 
tude”  of  faithful  Chrjstians  of  all 
generations  come  together  in  that 
eternal  kingdom. 

We  should  keep  in  mind,  also, 
that  this  great  multitude  is  made 
up  “of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and 
people  and  tongues.”  No  nation,  race 
or  language  has  a  corner  on  the 
blessings  God  promises.  Some  of  us 
have  a  little  trouble  in  determining 
just  what  should  be  our  relation 
to  other  races.  If  there  was  any 
trouble  along  this  line  among  the 
people  who  made  up  this  “great 
multitude”  of  the  church  victori¬ 
ous,  John  failed  to  mention  it.  He 
only  tells  us  how  they  shouted  in 
unison,  “Salvation  to  OUR  God 
which  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and 
unto  the  Lamb.” 

Out  Of  Great  Tribulation 

An  elder,  in  John’s  vision,  asked 
and  answered  the  question  about 
the  great  multitude,  “Whence  came 
they?”  His  answer  was,  “These  are 
they  who  have  come  out  of  the 
great  tribulation.”  The  people  for 
whom  John  wrote  readily  under¬ 
stood  what  the  elder  meant  by  the 
great  tribulation.  They  were  ex¬ 
periencing  the  fact  that  “the  way  of 
the  cross  leads  home.” 

There  is  a  matter  that  has  troub¬ 
led  the  writer  more  than  once  as 
he  has  read  the  Record  of  the  lives 
of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  and 
the  history  of  the  courage,  suffer¬ 
ing,  sacrifices  and  faithfulness  of 
the  early  Christians.  It  is  the  cons¬ 
ciousness  that  all  of  us  must  stand 
in  line  before  God  with  these  saints 
of  the  ages.  What  will  be  our  feel¬ 
ing,  in  the  presence  of  God  and 
in  company  with  this  battle-scarred 
band  of  saints,  unless  we  too  have 
at  least  tried  to  measure  up  to  the 
high  privileges  and  opportunities  for 
service  that  have  come  to  us  as  a 
result  of  the  lives  lived  by  these 
great  servants  of  God? 

God  Will  Wipe  Away  Every  Tear 

The  closing  verses  of  our  lesson 
text,  16-17,  record  some  promises 
that  were  quite  meaningful  for 
Christians  of  the  early  church.  They 
learned  that  faithfulness  in  the  test¬ 
ing  times  they  were  experiencing 
would  make  them  heirs  of  a  new 
world  where  God  would  dwell 
among  them.”  There  would  be  no 
more  hunger,  thirst,  heat  or  tears. 
Such  a  world  would  be  indeed  a 
paradise  for  those  who  lived  the 
Christian  life  amidst  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  that  day.  For  them  the 
words  of  our  Memory  Selection 
would  make  the  beautiful  picture 
complete  since  it  says,  “The  king¬ 
dom  of  this  world  has  become  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ, 
and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever.” 
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World  Conference 
Discussions 
Summarized 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. — (M.I.) — 
.Delegates  and  official  visitors  to 
future  world  Methodist  assemblies 
vant  more  time  for  discussion  of 
current  problems,  social  issues,  mis¬ 
sionary  strategy,  and  theological 
trends, — and  fewer  addresses.  More 
[than  sixty  learned  lectures,  sermons, 
and  dissertations  have  been  deliver¬ 
ed  here  in  the  past  twelve  days. 

This  desire  for  opportunities  to 
[talk  things  over  was  expressed  by 
Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Corson  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  chairman  of  the  twelve 
discussion  groups,  in  his  report  of 
[findings  to  the  final  plenary  session 
Jif  the  Ninth  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  which  ended  its  1956  session 
here  September  12. 

Eight  primary  areas  of  discussion 
vere  summarized  by  Bishop  Corson, 
they  included  such  subjects  as  race 
Relations,  church  and  state,  science 
ad  religion,  and  church  unity.  Cen- 
ral  ideas  contained  in  the  ten-page 
Report  follow: 

BASIS  OF  CHRISTIAN  AUTHORITY 
Is  it  in  a  person,  an  institution,  an  ex- 
|erience,  or  a  book?  All  contribute,  but 
Methodists  have  given  special  significance 
D  the  authority  of  the  Bible,  particularly 
[then  what  it  says  is  applied  to  everyday 
living. 

ADEQUACY  OF  THE  GOSPEL  / 

I  The  answer  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the 
pspel  as  a  cure  for  man’s  multiple  ills 
bust  be  found  in  an  examination  of  the 
•suits  in  our  own  lives. 

CHURCH  AND  STATE 
From  all  parts  of  the  world  comes  the 
Nstion,  "Shall  we  obey  man  rather  than 
lod?”  There  is  no  easy  solution  in  many 
lltuations.  Actions  of  Christians  living 
Imid  difficult  conditions  must  be  Judged 
»'th  Christian  understanding  and  sym¬ 
pathy.  However,  it  is  necessary  to  find 
"ays  of  bearing  Christian  witness  in  an 
Then  or  hostile  atmosphere.  Freedom  must 
be  allowed  to  lose  its  true  meaning, 
*ven  when  it  is  denied.  Man’s  first  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  God  remains.  The  state 
gprves  man  best  as  his  tool  and  not  as  his 
Snaster. 

I..  RACE  RELATIONS 

iaiKCS.ihe  Chr'stian  faith  claims  univer- 
com»  the  re!ationsh'P  of  the  races  be- 
a  religious  as  well  as  a  social  and 
jL  ,  ,  concern.  Consideration  of  this  im- 
alkm  qu?stion  was  lifted  above  section. 

™  anc*  in  humility  it  was  admitted  that 
hav  e9ard  to  Christian  brotherhood  "we 

itkamr,i  sirmed  arid  come  short  of  the 
•sample  of  Christ.” 

*tfirmprfPles  of  human  brotherhood  were 
Brai-ii...  and  their  present  imperfect 
#ret  CrS  ackn°wledged  with  sincere  re- 
BPnfpro  r°®ress  was  recognized,  and  this 
ftferrpH C.e’  held  'n  North  Carolina,  was 
il.‘‘Whii«t?i_as  a  symbol  of  progress. 

■•law’  ?♦  the  state  has  made  us  ‘brothers- 
of  aii  *  remains  for  the  church  to  make 
B  races  true  ‘brothers-in-Christ’..” 

p  it  w,-plrACE  0F  evangelism 
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Officers  Named  For  World  Methodist  Council  At  Conference 


inoWala0r.eed  that  a  static  church  Is  a 
make  „vh,Urch’.  Ways  must  be  found  to 
fte  dau/n9.elisrn  as  effective  as  it  was  in 
Forms  yo«0f  ear|y  Methodist  enthusiasm, 
and  the  evanflelism  were  re-examined 
ffoaches  was  urged  to  find  new  ap- 

*o  brinn’  Th*  !or  the  sake  of  novelty,  but 
nts.  u  aDout  conversions  and  commit- 


,<'uatino  9oS„^,ere.S0unded  of  the  danger  of 
•f  churrb  van9el|sm  with  the  recruitment 
^alienee  .membership  without  the  prior 
i«sus  Chrie*  a,  ful1  surrender  of  life  to 
t  n3er  is  11  was  indicated  that  this 
H  the  United ^tat1"  concern  to  Methodism 

hr?n0kaLER„YAT|ON  OF  MEMBERS 
®sed  wi?u  ?f  membership  rolls  was  dis- 
Tture  mi,.*  u  copclusion  that  “Christian 
P'ng  conul  •  0lven  more  attention  fol- 
9-"  e°nversion  than  it  is  now  receiv- 


The  disci,...  M|NISTRY 
*  ministry  aYrf**  llfted  up  the  nature  of 
frvLf*-  1,8  Preparation  for  service 

l  Continued  on  page  9) 


Fifteen  honorary  degrees  were  conferred  by  Methodist  colleges  at  closing  services 
of  the  World  Methodist  Conference  last  week  at  Lake  Junaluska.  Among  these  degrees 
were  two  awarded  by  Centenary  College  and  were  conferred  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
representing  the  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees.  Recipient  of  these  Doctor  of  Laws  de¬ 
grees  were  Rev.  Ernest  Benson  Perkins,  M.  A.  Birmingham,  England,  secretary  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and  Doctor  Arthur  Robert  Hill,  Suffolk,  England,  Member 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Licentiate  Royal  College  Physicians,  Fellow  Royal  College 
Surgeons,  a  senior  surgeon  consultant,  and  a  well  known  British  Methodist  layman. 

Monroe  District  Announces  Layman's  Retreat 

~  '  . .  .  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis,  president  of 

Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  will  be  the  principal  speaker 
at  the  First  Monroe  Distiict  Lay¬ 
man’s  Retreat  which  will  be  held 
at  Camp  Chemin-A-Haut,  Bastrop, 
September  29-30,  according  to  Rev. 
James  T.  Harris,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent.  “Dr.  Ellis  is  an 
outstanding  layman,  having  served 
as  Lay^leader  for  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  and  on  a  number 
of  boards  of  the  Conference  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  several  times,”  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Harris  continued. 

Kenneth  Adams  will  have  charge 
of  the  song  service  on  Saturday 
afternoon  at  4:50.  William  Baker, 
layman,  will  lead  the  devotional 
service  at  5:00  p.m.  and  Norman 
W.  Rushing,  West  Monroe  lay  lead¬ 
er,  will  give  the  Plans  and  Pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Meeting.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Harris,  will  speak  at  5:15.  Dinner 
will  be  served  at  6:00. 

At  the  evening  session  at  7:40 
Robert  P.  Lay,  conference  lay  lead¬ 
er,  will  speak  on  the  Quadrennial 
Program/  At  8:15,  Dr.  Ellis  will 
speak. 

On  Sunday  morning  at  7:00  o’clock 
Judge  V.  M.  Mouser,  Columbia  lay¬ 
man,  will  have  charge  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  watch.  Charles  P.  Chisholm, 
director  of  the  1000  Club  of  the 
district,  will  discuss  the  club.  At 
9:45  a.m.  Mike  John,  Jr.,  Monroe, 
teacher  of  one  of  the  largest  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes  in  the  district 
and  author  of  the  book,  Think 
Spiritually ,  will  teach  the  Sunday 


Every  Family 
To  Receive 
Together 

The  Official  Board  of  the  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  voted  at  its  September 
meeting  to  send  the  new  family 
magazine,  “TOGETHER”,  t  o 
every  family  in  the  church. 

It  was  also  decided  to  order 
ten  additional  copies  each  month 
to  be  distributed  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Membership  and 
Evangelism.  These  will  be  sent 
to  those  people  visiting  the 
church  who  are  placed  on  the 
prospective  member  list. 


Town  And  Country 
Conference 
f  Announced 

The  Third  Annual  Louisiana 
Town  and  Country  Conference  at 
Camp  Brewer,  near  Alexandria, 
October  1-3,  will  feature  such  out¬ 
standing  leaders  of  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odism  as  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District;  Dr.  Karl  B.  Tooke,  Con¬ 
ference  Directpr  of  Stewardship; 
Miss  Shielia  Nuttall,  Rural  Deaco¬ 
ness;  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  Conference 
Drector  of  Children’s  Work;  and 
Miss  Louise  Sharp,  Conference 
Youth  Director*  according  to  Rev. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (M.- 
I.) — The  Rev.  Dr.  Harold  ^Roberts 
of  England  was  elected  president 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  at 
the  closing  session  of  the  body’s  in¬ 
ternational  conference  here  Sept¬ 
ember  12. 

He  succeeds  Bishop  Ivan  Lee 
Holt,  St.  Louis,  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  Roberts,  president-designate 
of  the  British  Methodist  Church, 
is  principal  of  Richmond  College 
and  dean  of  the  faculty  of  theology 
at  the  University  of  London.  He 
has  been  vice  president  of  the  300- 
member  council,  which  links  some 
40  Methodist  communions  in  70 
countries  with  an  aggregate  of  ap¬ 
proximately  18,000,000  members. 

Bishop  Martin  Heads 

American  Section 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  76-member  sectiop  of  the 
council  comprising  representatives 
of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States.  Bishop  Fred  P.  Cor¬ 
son  and  Dr.  Oscar  T.  Olson  are 
vice  chairmen. 

Four  persons  from  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  are  among  those 
elected  to  the  76-member  section 
of  the  Council  from  The  Methodist 
Church.  They  include  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tin,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden, 
Fayetteville,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New 
Orleans,  and  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Wal¬ 
ton,  Little  Rock. 

In  a  new  departure,  the  council 
named  nine  vice  presidents  in  or¬ 
der  to  provide  denominational  and 
geographical  spokesmen  in  various 
sections  of  the  world. 

American  vice  presidents  are  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Oscar  T.  Olson,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio;  Bishop  Fred  P.  Corson, 
Philadelphia,  and  Charles  C.  Par- 
lin,  New  York  City,  all  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  and  Bishop 
Sherman  L.  Green,  Atlanta,  of  The 
African  Methodist  Church. 

The  council  re-elected  its  secre¬ 
taries,  Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark  of  Lake 
Junaluska,  and  Dr.  E.  Benson  Per¬ 
kins  of  Birmingham,  England,  and 
treasurers  —  Edwin  L.  Jones  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C.,  and  L.  A.  Ellwood 
of  London. 

Conference  delegates  elected  300 
members  to  the  council,  represent¬ 
ing  25  denominational  and  geo¬ 
graphical  sections,  and,  in  turn,  the 
council  named  a  25-member  exe¬ 
cutive  committee  and  numerous 
sub-committees. 


School  lesson. 

Dr.  Ellis  will  speak  again  at 
10:50. 

Advance  registrations  should  be 
sent  to  Norman  Rushing,  2403  N. 
9th  St.,  West  Monroe,  La. 


* 

Methodist  Promotional  Journal 
Editor  Named  , 


CHICAGO,  ILL.  (MI)— Election 
of  Edward  H.  Maynard  of  Wheaton, 
Ill.,  as  edtor  of  The  Methodist 
Church’s  new  monthly  program- 
promotional  journal  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  denominational  offi¬ 
cials. 

The  new  program  journal  was 
authorized  by  the  1956  General 
Conference  to  replace  five  other 
publications  of  the  church.  It  will 
be  called  The  Methodist  Story. 

Announcement  of  Mr.  Maynard’s  ■ 
appointment  by  the  Commission  on 
Promotion  and  Cultivation  was 
made  Sept.  4  at  a  meeting  at  Lake 
JunaluSka,  N.  C.,  by  the  president, 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  Dallas, 
Tex.,  and  the  general  secretary, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Harold  Mohn,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

In  their  joint  announcement, 
Bishop  Martin  and  Dr.  Mohn  said: 
“We  have  chosen  Mr.  Maynard  for 
this  top  editorial  position  because 
of  his  long  experience  in  religious 
journalism  and  his  familiarity  with 
the  total  program  of  our  church. 
He  is  a  thoroughly  dedicated  voung 
layman  with  both  a  ‘grass  roots’  ex¬ 
perience  as  an  active  official  ir  his 
local  church  and  a  wide  acquain¬ 
tance  with  our  general  boards  and 
their  benevolence  programs.” 

Mr.  Maynard  will  begin  his  new 
duties  on  Oct.15.  First  issue  of  the 
new  magazine  is  scheduled  for 
February,  1957.  Intial  circulation 
will  be  nearly  300,000,  including  all 
pastors  and  key  lay  officials. 

Mr.  Maynard  has  been  on  the 
staff  of  Christian  Advocate,  weekly 
Methodist  news  journal  published 
in  Chicago,  for  10  years  and  has 
been  its  news  editor  since  1951.  He 
had  been  slated  for  a  similar  post 
with  the  Advocate’s  two  successor 
publications — The  New  Christian 
Advocate,  monthly  professional 
magazine  journal  for  pastors,  to 
come  out  Oct.  1,  and  Together,  mid¬ 
month  family  magazine,  which  will 
apear  Oct.  15. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Maynard’s 
successor  '  on  the  staff  of  the  new 
publications  was  announced  by  Le- 
land  D.  Case,  editor  of  Together  and 
editorial  director  of  The  New 
Christian  Advocate.  Taking  Mr. 
Maynard’s  former  assignment  with 
these  publications  will  be  Bruce 
Williams  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  re¬ 
porter  for  the  past  five  years  on  the 
Nashville  Banner.  He  assumes  his 
new  duties  in  Chicago  the  last  of 
September. 

Mr.  Williams,  28,  is  a  graduate 
of  Vanderbilt  University,  Nash¬ 
ville.  He  also  studied  at  Hobart  Col¬ 
lege,  Geneva,  N.  Y.  Before  coming 
to  Nashville,  he  was  a  reporter  on 
New  York  state  dailies  and  an  in¬ 
formation  specialist  in  the  Army.* 
He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harry 
L.  Williams,  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Evangelism,  and  Mrs. 
Williams.  He  is  married  and  has 
two  children. 

The  new  program  journal,  The 
Methodist  Story,  will  replace  the 
following  publications:  The  Story, 
published  as  a  quarterly  by  the 
Commission  on  Promotion  and 
Cultivation;  Church  and  Campus, 
published  by  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  Nashvlle;  The  Voice  of  the 
Board  of  Temperance,  Washington, 

D.  C.;  Shepherds  of  the  Board  of 
Evangelism,  Nashville;  and  The 
Pastor’s  Journal,  published  by  the 
Board  of  Missions,  New  York. 
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Aid  Rushed  To 
Pakistan  Victims 

Both  flood-stricken  West  Pakistan 
and  drought-suffering  East  Pakistan 
are  being  aided  by  Church  World 
Service  on  an  emergency  basis. 

The  multi-denominational  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  arranged  last  week  to  rush 
major  food  shipments  to  the  thou¬ 
sands  made  homeless  by  the  rush¬ 
ing  waters  in  the  Sind  district  of 
West  Pakistan.  It  also  sent  an  em¬ 
ergency  cash  grant  of  $5,000  to  en¬ 
able  relief  workers  to  provide  on- 
the-spot  help  to  the  flood  suffers. 

The  Rev.  R.  Norris  Wilson,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Church  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  who  announced  the  shipments, 
reported  that  in  answer  to  cabled 
requests  CWS  is  shipping  eight  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  of  U.  S.  surplus  wheat 
to  the  stricken  area.  This  will  sup¬ 
plement  supplies  already  on  hand 
for  the  emergency,  while  the  cash 
grant  will  provide  clothing  and 
housing.  Last  year  West  Pakistan 
suffered  the  most  disastrous  floods 
in  history,  and  CWS  officials  fear 
this  year’s  may  be  equally  serious. 

As  for  East  Pakistan,  Mr.  Wilson 
declared  that  it,  too,  faces  a  danger¬ 
ous  situation,  in  that  famine  has 
developed  due  to  the  drought.  To 
meet  famine  conditions,  CWS  is 
shipping  two  million  pounds  of  rice. 
The  agency  has  shipped  in  the  past 
four  months  more  than  $2,000,000 
worth  of  food,  clothing  and  vita¬ 
mins  for  emergency  help  to  famine 
victims. 


Bible  Society  Leader 
Takes  Pastorate 

A  Methodist  minister  who  has  di¬ 
rected  millions  of  people  annually 
in  a  World-Wide  Bible  reading  em¬ 
phasis  is  returning  to  preach  the 
gospel  from  the  pulpit  of  a  local 
church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  James  V.  Claypool 
of  Chicago,  the  American  Bible 
Society’s  secretary  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Bible  use,  has  resigned  after 
10  years  service  with  that  interde¬ 
nominational  organization  to  accept 
appointment  as  minister  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Chjarch,  New  Bradford, 
Mass. 

His  appointment,  effective  Oct.  1, 
has  been  announced  by  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Lord  of  the  church’s  Boston 
Area. 


S.M.U.  And  Emory 
Correspondence 
Schools 

Remain  Active 

Atlanta,  Ga.  —  Theology  corre¬ 
spondence  schools  will  continue  op¬ 
eration  at  Emory  University  and 
Southern  Methodist  University  un¬ 
less  a  change  is  made  early  in  1957. 

This  was  announced  by  Dr.  Arva 
»C.  Floyd,  director  of  the  Emory 
correspondence  school,  following  a 
recent  meeting  of  Methodist  semi¬ 
nary  administrators  with  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  general  education 
board.  • 

Dr.  Floyd  feels  that  confusion  may 
have  grown  out  of  action  taken  at 
the  session  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  relative  to  work  done  in  the 
Conference  Course  of  Study  of  cor¬ 
respondence.  He  emphasizes  that 
papers  are  to  be  sent  in  as  previous¬ 
ly,  and  they  will  be  graded  and 
reported  as  usual. 

Emory  and  S.M.U.  have  operated 
the  correspondence  schools  for  over 
40  years.  Emory  now  has  3,000  en¬ 
rolled  from  all  over  the  United 
'States  for  theology  courses  by  cor¬ 
respondence,  and  a  smaller  number 
are  signed  up  with  S.M.U. 


Discusses  Preachers 
And  Politics 

New  York  (NC)  —  Should  clergy¬ 
men  take  sides  in  politics?  Is  it 
right  for  a  preacher  to  use  his  pul¬ 
pit  for  partisan  purposes? 

Long  a  controversial  issue  in  the 
nation’s  religious  life,  the  role  the 
pastor  plays  in  politics  has  come 
up  for  discussion  in  an  election-year 
symposium  conducted  by  Informa¬ 
tion  Service,  weekly  bulletin  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  bu¬ 
reau  of  research  and  survey. 

Ten  representative  church  leaders 
belonging  to  eight  different  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations  took  part  in 
the  symposium.  All  agreed  in  gen¬ 
eral  that 

1.  Ministers  have  a  duty  to  think 

through  the  issues  and  take  sides 
in  politics.  ,  / 

2.  They  should  not  use|  their  pul¬ 
pits  for  partisan  purposes. 

3.  How  and  where  they  express 
their  views,  away  from  the  pulpit, 
is  up  to  the  good  sense  and  clear 
judgment  of  the  pastor  himself. 

Agreeing  broadly  on  these  points, 
the  group  went  on  to  differ  on  the 


42  Join  Methodist 
Tours  To  India 

Three  From  Area  In  Groups 

Forty-two  Methodist  minister^ 
laymen  and  church  executives  % 
leave  the  United  States  this  fall  ori 
three  around-the-world  tours,  tu 
high  point  of  which  will  be  the’celel 
bration  of  the  Indian  Methodist  CerJ 
tennial  in  Lucknow  October  3;  J 
November  3. 

The  first  group,  numbering  jd 
persons,  will  leave  New  York  b] 
airplane  September  29,  the  second 
numbering  16  will  leave  Septembe, 
30  and  the  third,  numbering  in 
leaves  San  Francisco  October  20 

The  first  two  tours  will  be  61 
days  each  and,  in  addition  to  timj 
spent  in  India,  will  include  stop! 
in  Rome,  Jerusalem,  Cairo,  Rangoon 
Bangkok,  Singapore,  Hong  Konj 
Tokyo  and  Honolulu.  The  group 
will  be  in  India  from  October  13 ' 
November  11,  visiting  Delhi,  Bon 
bajt,  Hyderabad  and  Calcutta  in  ad 
dition  to  the  observance  in  Luck 
now. 

The  third  tour,  34  days  in  lengtlj 
will  include  stops  at  Manila,  Singa 
pore,  Calcutta,  Delhi,  Bombay,  Jeru 
salem  and  Rome.  It  will  be  in  Indil 
from  October  28  to  November  14.7 

The  tours  were  initiated  by  th 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Method!^ 
Church  to  enable  interested  person 
to  visit  India  in  this  one-hundredtl 
year  of  Methodist  work  there, 
tourists  will  participate  in  the  cenj 
tennial  activities,  worship  service 
speeches  and  song  festivals,  in  Luck 
now  and  will  visit  Methodist  churcn 
es,  schools  and  hospitals  in  othej 
cities. 

Members  of  the  three  tours  an 
their  home  towns  include: 

First  tour,  Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shan 
blin,  Little  Rock;  second  tour, 
Roy  I.  Bayley,  Fayetteville;  thii 
tour,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleani 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Wardeif 
North  Little  Rock,  and  Mrs.  Roy  i 
Bagley  are  accompanying  Dr.  Bad 
ley  on  a  trip  through  England,  coq 
tinental  Europe,  and  the  Holy  Lan 
after  which  they  will  return  to  thj 
states  and  Dr.  Bagley  will  join  tn 
Indian  tour. 


nature,  extent  and  vigor  of  a  mil 
ister’s  political  action.  While  son 
said  the  minister  should  try  to 
vorce  his  political  life  from 
spiritual  role,  others  said  this 
clearly  impossible. 


Youth  Organizations  Propose 
Visit  Exchange  With  U.S.S.R. 

Williams  Bay,  Wis.  (NC)  —  Representatives  of  the  nation’s  Protesta 
youth  organizations,  meeting  in  annual  assembly  here,  have  proposed 
exchange  of  visits  with  Russian  church  youth,  have  made  some  recon 
mendations  about  juvenile  delinquency  and,  have  taken  action  on  a  wi<j 
range  of  American  church  activities  and  interests.  f 

Nearly  200  youth  delegates  from  24  Protestant  denominations  and 
state  Christian  youth  councils  attended  the  meeting  of  the  General  Cou 
cil  of  the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement  and  the  National  Train 
Conference  held  at  Conference  Point  Camp,  Aug.  26 — Sept.  2.  „ 

“We  would  seek  to  learn  what  Christian  youth  and  students  in  1 
U.S.S.R.  are  doing  to  manifest  their  witness  to  Christ,”  a  UCYM  resolu 
declared.  “In  a  world  so  decisively  divided  by  conflicting  ideolog1  j 
economic,  and  political  barriers,  we  believe  that.it  is  imperative  for  C  J 
tians  to  bear  witness  to  the  reconciliation  which  lies  in  Christ.  It  is  ° 
here  that  man’s  deepest  conflicts  are  resolved.  The  exchange  of  lea 
begun  .  .  .  should  be  extended  to  all  levels  of  the  church’s  life.” 

The  General  Council  proposed  a  delegation  of  representatives  of  u 
and  the  United  Student  Christian  Council,  both  of  which  are  units  o  j 
National  Council  of  Churches,  thus  including  both  high  school  and  co  I 
students.  Charles  Boyles,  Jackson,  Miss.,  national  chairman  of  u  .J 
stated,  “We  are  concerned  now  to  establish  such  relations  as  are  P°  J 
with  Christian  youth  and  students  in  the  U.S.S.R.  in  order  that  an  ®  1 
tial  unity  in  Christ,  which  we  believe  transcends  the  barriers  that  (  j 
us,  may  be  made  manifest  to  the  world  that  the  world  may  believ 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODI 


Page  Two 


I 


Church  Membership  Exceeds  100  Million 

For  First  Time 


New  York  (RNS) — Church  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  States  reached 
a  record  100,162,529  in  1955,  a  gain 
of  2,679,913  over  the  previous  year. 

This  marks  the  first  time  in  the 
nation’s  history  that  church  mem¬ 
bers  number  more  than  100,000,000. 

A  total  of  60.9  per  cent  of  Amer¬ 
icans  now  belong  to  religious  bodies. 
By  comparison  it  was  36  per  cent 
in  1900,  49  per  cent  in  1940  and  57 
per  cent  in  1950. 

Of  the  grand  total  with  religious 
affiliation,  58,448,567  are  Protes¬ 
tants;  33,396,647,  Roman  Catholics; 
5,500,000,  Jewish;  2,386,945,  Eastern 
Orthodox;  367,370,  Old  Catholics  and 
Polish  National  Catholics;  and  63,- 
000,  Buddhist. 

Continuing  an  upsurge  that  goes 
back  to  World  War  II,  church  mem¬ 
bership  gains  in  1955  again  out¬ 
stripped  population  growth.  Per¬ 
centage-wise,  the  increase  was  2.8 
over  1954  as  compared  with  a  U.S. 
population  gain  of  1.8  per  cent  in 
the  same  period. 

The  statistics  are  from  the  Year¬ 
book  of  American  Churches  for 
1957,  scheduled  for  publication  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
on  Sept.  15.  They  are  based  on  of¬ 
ficial  reports  furnished  by  258  re¬ 
ligious  bodies  of  the  268  listed  in  the 
yearbook. 

The  compilation  shows  that  more 
than  98  per  cent  of  all  members  are 
concentrated<  in  82  religious  bodies. 

Dr.  Benson  Y.  Landis,  Yearbook 
editor,  said  the  figures  show  fresh 
statistical  evidence  of  increased  in¬ 
terest  in  religion  in  America. 

“But  figures  alone  cannot  tell  how 
deep  this  interest  goes  or  whether 
the  nation  is  actually  undergoing  a 
spiritual  re-awakening,”  he  said. 
“More  members,  new  churches, 
gains  in  contributions — these  are  all 
good  signs.  But  they  are  not  con¬ 
clusive.” 

According  to  the  yearbook,  the 


Clergy  Shortage 
Threatens  Canadian 
Church 

Whitby,  Ont.  (RNS) — A  warning 
that  “the  alarming  shortage  of  min¬ 
isters”  may  soon  cost  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  its  place  among 
the  leaders  of  religious  groups  in 
this  country  was  voiced  here  by 
Rev.  Homer  R.  Lane,  assistant  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  denomination’s  board 
of  evangelism  and  social  service. 

More  than  240  delegates  to  the 
Church’s  ninth  annual  conference 
on  evangelism  heard  Dr.  Lane  say 
there  was  much  “uneasiness”  over 
the  decrease  in  recent  years  of  men 
answering  the  call  to  the  ministry. 

“If  we  cannot  provide  strong 
leadership,”  he  said,  “then  it  will 
be  no  time  until  Jehovah’s  Witnesses 
and  sects  of  this  kind  will  have 
moved  in  and  taken  over.” 

To  avert  this  the  Church  should 
throw  all  its  resources  into  a  long- 
range  recruiting  scheme,  Mr.  Lane 
said. 

“We  can  find  prospects  for  the 
ministry  within  our  own  Church 
membership,”  he  said,  “and  we  can 
confront  them  with  the  need  and 
get  the  missionary  motive  working 
again.” 

Dr.  Lane  told  the  delegates  that 
a  test  of  their  labors  for  the  next 
12  months  might  well  be  not  how 
many  converts  they  could  bring  to 
the  Church  but  how  many  men  they 
could  produce  for  the  ministry. 


relative  strength  of  Protestant  and 
Catholic  groups  remained  virtually 
the  same  last  year  as  it  has  over 
past  generations. 

In  1950,  Protestants  made  up  33.8 
per  cent  of  the  population  and  Cath¬ 
olics  18.9  per  cent.  Last  year,  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  had  35.5  of  the 
population  and  Catholic  churches 
20.3. 

More  than  85  per  cent  of  Protes¬ 
tants  in  the  nation  are  included 
within  nine  general  denominational 
families.  Baptists,  divided  in  27 
church  bodies,  number  18,793,097. 
Methodists,  in  22  denominations,  are 
second  with  11,784,060.  Then  follow 
the  Lutherans,  with  7,059,593  in  19 
bodies. 

Largest  single  Protestant  body  is 
The  Methodist  Church  with  9,292,- 
046  members.  Second  is  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  with  8,467,- 
439;  and  third,  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  U.S.A.,  with  4,557,416. 

The  yearbook  shows  that  a  major¬ 
ity  of  American  Protestants  belong 
to  Church  bodies  that  are  constitu¬ 
ent  members  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

A  total  of  38,921,033  enrolled  in 
Sunday  or  Sabbath  schools,  a  gain 
of  3.4  per  cent  over  1954.  Of  this 
number,  slightly  more  than  3,000,000 
are  church  school  teachers  and  of¬ 
ficers.  The  number  of  Sunday 
schools  was  given  as  264,726 — about 
2,000  more  than  the  year  before. 

An  increase  of  5,393  places  of 
worship — bringing  the  1955  figure  to 
305,449. 

At  least  222,018  clergymen  in 
charge  of  local  churches  —  an  in¬ 
crease  of  8,051.  There  are  353,695 
ordained  clergymen,  including  those 
retired  and  those  engaged  in  non¬ 
pastoral  work. 

An  average  per  capita  contribu¬ 
tion  of  $48.81  in  Protestant  and 
Eastern  Orthodox  churches — a  gain 
of  seven  per  cent  over  the  previous 
year.  Forty-nine  Protestant  bodies — 
the  only  denominations  that  make 
such  figures  available  —  reported 
contributions  for  1955  totaling  $1,- 
687,921,729,  up  9.3'per  cent  from  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  of  church  giving  was 
estimated  at  more  than  $2,000,000,- 
000  last  year,  but  figures  were  not 
available  for  Catholic  churches  and 
certain  other  bodies. 


American  archaeologists  headed  by 
a  divinity  school  professor,  found 
the  site  of  the  Old  Testament  city 
of  Gibeon  this  summer  and  exca¬ 
vated  its  water  system  and  parts 
of  its  fortifications. 

The  discovery  was  announced 
here  by  the  Museum  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  which  spon¬ 
sored  a  12- week  expedition  with 
the  Church  Divinity  School  of  the 
Pacific  (Episcopal),  Berkeley, 
Calif.  Dr.  James  B.  Pritchard  of 
the  school  faculty  led  the  expedi¬ 
tion. 

The  “royal  city”  was  uncovered 
at  el-Jib,  ^n  Arab  village  of  about 
900  inhabitants  eight  miles  north 
of  Jerusalem.  University  officials 
said  identification  was  made  posi¬ 
tive  by  inscriptions  found  on  three 
storage-jar  handles. 

“This  is  the  first  time  in  the  66 
years  of  Palestinian  archaeology 
that  this  kind  of  definite  identifi- 


Report  Open-Door 
Church  Practice 
Growing 

Gloucester,  Mass.  (RNS)  —  The 
Open-Church  Association  has  reg¬ 
istered  11,221  churches  that  keep 
their  doors  open  on  week-days  for 
meditation,  it  was  reported  to  the 
group’s  annual  meeting  here. 

Roy  E.  Coombs,  executive  vice- 
president,  said  the  need  for  the 
open-door  practice  is  growing  be¬ 
cause  more  and  more  individuals 
want  to  visit  houses  of  worship  dur¬ 
ing  the  week. 

He  said  the  trend  also  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  a  new  church  architec¬ 
tural  emphasis  on  “the  divided 
chancel  with  the  cross,  the  com¬ 
munion  table”  and  lighted  candles. 

Mr.  Coombs  said  the  association 
had  distributed  924,520  pieces  of  lit¬ 
erature,  such  as  folders  and  book¬ 
marks,  last  year  to  persons  visiting 
churches  for  meditation  as  against 
547,686  the  year  before. 

Paul  C.  Wolfer,  Wellesley,  Mass., 
president  of  the  association,  said 
that  during  the  year  emphasis  was 
given  to  meeting  with  senior  stu¬ 
dents  in  theological  schools  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  with  opportunities  in 
Open-Church  work. 

Sunday  Becomes 
Workday  In  Egypt 

Cairo  (RNS)  —  Sunday  has  be¬ 
come  a  workday  for  many  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Egypt. 

In  July,  the  government  issued 
an  edict  ordering  the  National  Bank 
of  Egypt  to  close  on  Friday,  the 
Moslem  Sabbath,  and  remain  open 
Sunday.  Since  then,  foreign  banks, 
oil  companies,  industrial  and  busi¬ 
ness  concerns  and  some  other  in¬ 
stitutions  have  been  closed  Friday 
and  open  Sunday. 

The  general  Friday  closing  move¬ 
ment  appears  to  have  resulted  from 
a  bill  that  came  before  the  Council 
of  Ministers. 

It  fixed  Friday  as  the  weekly 
day  of  rest  for  all  inhabitants  of 
Egypt  and  imposed  fines  on  any  who 
failed  to  follow  “the  customs  and 
traditions  of  the  country.”  President 
Nasser  did  not  sign  the  measure. 
But  a  general  movement  toward 
Friday  closings  and  Sunday  open¬ 
ings  began  soon  afterwards. 

Christians  employed  on  Sunday 
are  given  three  hours  off  to  attend 
church  services. 


cation  has  appeared,”  the  univer¬ 
sity  declared. 

Gibeon  is  mentioned  43  times  in 
the  Bible.  The  Book  of  Joshua, 
Chapter  9,  tells  how  its  men  came 
to  Joshua  encamped  at  Gilgal  and 
arranged  an  alliance  with  Israel. 
They  represented  themselves  as  in¬ 
habitants  of  a  distant  country. 
When  the  deception  was  discovered, 
the  Hebrew  leader  condemned 
them  to  be  “hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water  to  all  the  congre¬ 
gation.” 

The  city  also  was  the  scene  of 
a  battle  between  Joshua’s  Israelites, 
who  aided  it,  and  the  forces  of  five 
Amorite  kings  who  besieged  it.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bible  narrative,  it 
was  during  this  battle  that  the  sun 
stood  still  for  a  day  and  stones 
rained  from  the  sky  on  the  retreat¬ 
ing  Amorites. 

The  most  spectacular  find  made 
by  the  archaeologists,  the  university 
said,  was  a  circular  pool  measuring 


Set  Worldwide  Bible 
Reading  Observance 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Theme 
for  the  1956  Worldwide  Bible 
Reading  observance  to  be  held 
from  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas 
will  be  “The  Bible  Speaks  To¬ 
day.” 

This  was  announced  here  by 
the  American  Bible  Society, 
sponsor  of  the  observance,  now 
in  its  13th  year. 

During  the  designated  period, 
people  all  over  the  world  read  a 
pre-selected  Scriptural  passage 
on  the  same  day.  Last  year  per¬ 
sons  in  more  than  40  countries 
participated. 

Climax  of  the  observance  is 
Universal  Bible  Sunday,  a  trad¬ 
ition  in  this  country  since  1904, 
which  falls  on  Dec.  9. 

More  than  15,000,000  book¬ 
marks  listing  the  suggested  day- 
to-day  Bible  readings  are  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  society.  For  the 
fifth  year,  it  will  make  the  list 
available  in  Braille. 

The  society  also  will  distri¬ 
bute  promotional  posters  design¬ 
ed  by  Warner  Sallman,  artist  of 
the  famous  “Head  of  Christ,” 
and  other  religious  paintings. 

President  Eisenhower  is  hon¬ 
orary  chairman  of  the  National 
Sponsoring  Committee  for  the 
observance. 


36  feet  in  diameter  and  deep 
enough  “to  contain  a  three-story 
house.” 

“The  pool  was  cut  from  the  solid 
rock,”  the  announcement  said.  “It 
is  believed  this  is  the  pool  mention¬ 
ed  in  Chapter  2  of  the  Second  Book 
of  Samuel  as  the  scene  of  the  fam¬ 
ous  match  between  the  men  of  Ab¬ 
ner,  Saul’s  captain,  and  Joab,  the 
captain  of  David’s  forces.” 

Dr.  Pritchard  said  the  pool  was 
probably  constructed  prior  to  1200 
B.C.  and  used  until  about  600  B.C., 
when  it  was  filled  in. 

He  reported  that  the  archaeolo¬ 
gists  dug  for  seven  weeks  without 
reaching  the  botton  of  the  gigantic 
reservoir.  When  the  expedition 
ended,  they  had  followed  a  stone- 
cut  circular  stairway  down  35  feet. 
At  that  point  they  uncovered  42 
steps  that  followed  the  circular 
edge  of  the  round  pool.  Intended  to 
rtfhke  water  easy  of  access  during 
the  dry  season,  when  the  level  fell, 
the  steps  had  a  guard  rail,  also  cut 
from  rock. 

In  addition  to  the  pool  the  ex¬ 
cavators  found  a  170-foot-long  tun¬ 
nel  cut  in  the  rock  and  leading  to 
the  largest  spring  in  the  area.  Oil 
lamps  found  in  niches  cut  into  the 
walls  indicated  that  it  was  well 
lighted  when  in  use. 


COMMUNISTS  PRIME 
TEACHERS  AGAINST 
RELIGION 

London  (RNS) — Opening  of  the 
new  school  year  in  Russia  and  the 
satellite  countries  was  marked  by 
a  series  of  conferences  for  teachers 
at  which  government  spokesmen 
called  upon  them  to  imbue  students 
with  marxist  principles  and  rid 
their  minds  of  “religious  supersti¬ 
tions.” 

In  the  Soviet  Union  the  Komso¬ 
mol,  official  Communist  youth  or¬ 
ganization,  was  given  the  special 
task  this  year  of  helping  teachers 
eradicate  religious  tendencies  among 
school  children. 


Archaeologists  Excavate  Biblical 
City  Of  Gibeon 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)— Seven 
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Editorials; 

£Area  (Contributes  Leadership 
c&o  "World  (Council 

METHODISTS  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  are  honored  that 
four  of  iheir  number  have  been  selected  by  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  to  serve  on  the  World  Methodist 
Council  for  the  next  five  years.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  one  of  the 
four,  also  has  been  elected  as  the  head  of  the  76  member  American 
section  of  the  World  Council.  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Bearden,  Fayetteville, 
Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  and  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Little 
Rock,  were  named  with  Bishop  Martin  to  the  Council  posts. 

We  suggest  that  the  membership  of  these  four  persons  on  the 
Council  should  increase  local  interest  in  ecumenical  Methodism. 
This  interest  should  be  further  augmented  by  the  fact  that  more 
than  50  persons  from  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  were  in  attendance 
at  Lake  Junaluska  during  the  Conference.  You  can  be  sure  that 
the  interest  of  this  large  number  was  genuine  for  practically  with¬ 
out  exception  they  bore  their  own  expenses. 

State  (Council  Now  cZA  tyact 

ARKANSAS  now  has  a  State  Council  of  Churches.  This  sig¬ 
nificant  step  was  taken  among  Arkansas  religious  forces  on 
Thursday  of  last  week  when  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  the  Council  was  held  in  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock. 
Leaders  of  eight  religious  bodies  formally  accepted  a  Council 
Constitution,  fixed  their  signatures  to  it,  elected  officers,  and 
made  plans  that  eventually  will  result  in  a  helpful  and  creative- 
program. 

The  basic  premise  for  such  an  organization  is  that  there  are 
some  things  which  a  group  of  churches  of  several  denominations 
can  do  together  better  than  they  can  do  separately.  This  coupled 
together  with  the  need  for  a  united  Christian  witness  among 
Christian  denominations  is  ample  justification  for  the  expenditure 
of  time,  money,  and  talent  to  promote  such  an  organization.  Chris¬ 
tian  forces  in  Arkansas  are  already  stronger  for  having  come  this 
far  in  the  program. 

Council  member  denominations  are  indebted  to  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin  and  Dr.  John  Edward  Lantz,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  southern 
representative  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America  for  their  leadership  in  helping  Arkansas  leaders  organize 
the  Council. 


thinking  nd  Tlanning  <2ig 

AS  the  perspective  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference  begins 
to  come  into  focus  two  weeks  after  its  adjournment  an 
imperative  conviction  that  thinking  and  planning  big  on 
the  local  level  is  a  desperate  need  of  today  is  growing  in  this 
writer’s  mind.  There  were  many  inspirational  highlights  shared 
by  more  than  2,000  delegates  and  visitors  attending  the  12  day 
meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  but  to  this  writer  the  simple  fact  that 
leaders  of  many  races  and  from  44  countries  could  meet  on  com¬ 
mon  ground  and  share  spiritual  bread  bore  witness  to<he  adequacy 
of  the  Christian  gospel  to  meet  any  individual  or  social  need  of 

ma  We  have  come  away  believing  that  Christians  need  the  long 
view  seeing  their  local  situation  not  only  in  its  provincial  setting 
but  more  important  linke^  together  with  the  worldwide  Methodist 
movement.  This  was  perfectly  expressed  by  the  quotation  which 
hung  over  Stuart  Auditorium  platform  at  the  Conference,  The 
Methodists  Are  One  People  In  All  The  World.”  In  particular, 
Methodists  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  need«a  greater  awareness 
that  they  are  active  participants  in  a  universal  powerful  move¬ 
ment  based  on  a  faith  adequate  to  solve  any  individual  or  social 
problem  anywhere.  Local  planning  should  take  into  account  this 
ecumenical  fellowship. 

This  does  not  mean  any  lessening  of  appreciation  or  under¬ 
standing  of  conditions  which  may  prevail  in  any  one  community. 
We  believe  that  it  does  mean  that  any  single  problem  or  local 
situation  cannot  be  fully  understood  unless  it  is  seen  in  the  world¬ 
wide  setting.  When  one’s  spiritual  vision  is  lengthened  his  under¬ 
standing  of  matters  far  and  near  is  increased. 


We  need  to  remember  that  there  are  Methodists  in  England, 
Latvia,  Africa,  and  India  who  too  are  tackling  local-  church  prob¬ 
lems,  striving  for  personal  perfection,  and  sacrificing  for  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Kingdom.  With  them  we  need  to  think  and  plan 
big,  for  in  so  doing  the  realities  of  Christ’s  Kingdom  become  more 
real. 

And  everything  that  is  here  said  about  Methodists  can  be 
extended  to  include  Christians  of  many  other  communions  who 
work,  pray,  and  give  of  themselves  for  greater  Christian  unity 
that  the  world  may  know  through  all  of  us  the  power  of  the 
Christian  gospel  to  redeem  life. 

‘Where  Our  eZKCost  ^Difficult 
Racial  <rPrublems  Lie 

OF  all  the  troublesome,  unsolved  problems  of  today,  none  is 
more  fundamental  than  that.,of  the  proper  relation  between 
the  world’s  races.  Many  lesser  problems  must  await  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  this  basic  problem. 

The  permanent  solution  of  this  problem  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  promotion  of  the  doctrine  of  the  superiority  of  any  particular 
racial  group.  Much  of  our  trouble  of  today  and  yesterday  has 
resulted  from  such  a  viewpoint;  Hitler’s  “super-race”  theory  is 
a  case  in  point.  The  pathway  of  brotherhood  lies  before  us.  We  may 
be  having  our  last  opportunity  to  choose  that  pathway  before  the 
“super-race”  theory  brings  on  another  world  disaster. 

The  greatest  problems  of  race  usually  lie  within  the  race  itself. 
The  white  race  does  not  so  much  have  a  “Negro”  problem  as  it 
does  a  white  problem.  The  Negroes  do  not  so  much  have  a  “white” 
problem  as  they  do  a  Negro  problem.  When  the  races  of  earth  heal 
the  hurts  of  their  own  racial  attitudes,  the  world  will  have  taken 
a  long  step  toward  world  brotherhood  and  world  peace. 

In  Suez  Crisis  Somebody  ‘Will  23e  ^ZKurt 

THE  average  individual  is  not  in  a  position  to  really  evaluate 
the  seriousness  of  an  international  crisis,  since  usually  he 
does  not  have  the  inside  facts  on  which  to  base  his  decision. 
Sometimes  even  governments  do  not  have  all  the  facts  behind  a 
developing  crisis. 

About  all  John  Doe  knows  about  the  Suez  crisis  is  “what  he 
reads  in  the  papers.”  However,  unless  press  reports  are  very  mis¬ 
leading,  the  crisis  has  developed  to  such  a  point  that  it  is  now 
evident  that  somebody  will  be  hurt  before  the  crisis  passes.  By 
this,  we  do  not  mean  that  there  will  necessarily  be  a  shooting  war. 
The’  worst  that  could  happen  would  be  for  this  difficult  situation 
to  develop  into  a  war.  Nevertheless,  it  is  quite  possible  for  some¬ 
body  to  be  hurt  without  ever  getting  to  the  shooting  stage. 

The  United  States  has  taken  the  position  that  we  will  not  shoot 
our  way  through  the  Suez  Canal.  England  and  France  are  rapidly 
coming  around- to  that  viewpoint.  That,  of  course  does  not  mean 
that  tJtie  crisis  is  past.  It  simply  means  that  the  nations  opposed 
to  President  Nasser's  plan  are  planning  another  way  to  meet  the 
crisis.  It  is  'now  said  frequently  that  Nasser  may  find  himself  in 
possession  of  the  Suez  Canal  without  enough  customers  to  even 
pay  maintenance  cost,  to  say  nothing  of  profits. 

In  the  meeting  this  week  of  the  major  users  of  the  canal,  the 
plan  of  by-passing  Suez  will  be  discussed.  This,  of  course,  can  be 
done  by  taking  the  longer  route  around  the  southern  tip  of  Africa. 
While  that  course  might  avoid  the  dangers  of  a  shooting  war,  no 
one  would  think  of  it  as  a  solution  of  the  basic  problem.  Such  a 
course,  followed  for  long,  would  be  very  hurtful  to  all  parties 
’concerned.  It  would  be  tremendously  expensive  for  users  of  the 
Canal  to  send  their  ships  by  the  southern  route.  This  additional 
cost  to  shippers  would  finally  be  borne  by  the  users  of  the  pro¬ 
ducts  shipped.  Hence,  millions  of  people  would  suffer  an  increased 
cost  of  living.  Ultimately  -  it  would  likely  mean  the  bankruptcy  of 
Egypt,  if  that  nation  were  under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  such 
a  costly  passageway  as  the  Suez  Canal  without  customers. 

In  our  caption  we  say,  “In  Suez  Crisis  Somebody  Will  Be 
Hurt.”  It  would  be  more  nearly  correct  if  we  were  to  say  that 
everybody  concerned,  in  this  crisis,  will  be  hurt.  There  should  be 
enough  statemanship  among  world  leaders  to  solve  this  problem. 


Office  of  Publication,  1136-1137  Donaghey  Buildina 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS _ 


An  Official  Publication  of 

The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Epiacopal  Area 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 

EWING  T.  WAYLAND 
ANNIE  WINBURNE 


Editors  and  Business  Mgrs. 

Assistant  to  Editors 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  THURSDAY 
Except  the  Weeks  of  July  4  and  December  28 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  $2.00  ANNUM 

Retired  Ministers  and  Wives  of  Deceased  Minister#  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Complimentary. 


CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS:  Mrs.  Ewing  T.  Wayland. 

OWNED,  MANAGED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCHES  OF 
ARKANSAS  AND  LOUISIANA 
Commissioners: 

Little  Rock  Conference— O.  C.  Landers,  E.  Vernon  Mark, 
ham,  Charles  W.  Richards,  C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  Arthur 
Terry,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Burney  Wilson. 


Page  Four 


Louisiana  Conference  —  R.  R.  Branton,  J.  N.  Fomby, 
Leonard  Cooke,  George  W.  Pomeroy,  Virgil  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  Charles  W.  Price,  Harry  Squires. 

North  Arkansas  Conference — Joel  Cooper,  W.  Henry  Good- 
loe,  Goider  Lawrence,  William  Hightower,  J.  G. 
Moore,  Joe  S,  Pierce,  R.  J.  Rice. _ _ 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1879.  Formerly  published  and  mailed  at  Benton,  La. 

When  asking  for  change  of  address,  please  ( iclude 
charge  key  number,  former  address,  new  address  and 
name  of  pastor.  _ _ . 

Articles  other  than  editorials  do  not  necessarily  re¬ 
flect  the  opinions  of  the  editors  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


METHODIST  WORLD  CONFERENCE 
SENDS  MESSAGE  TO  METHODISTS 

Staff  Article 

At  the  final  business  session  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference, 
September  12,  at  Lake  Junaluska,  delegates  adopted  its  message  to  the 
Methodists  of  the  World.  The  conference  had  been  in  session  since  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  with  more  than  2,500  delegates,  official  visitors  and  other  visitors 
from  44  countries  in  attendance.  Forty-four  Methodist  denominations 
were  represented  in  the  conference. 

The  Conference  message  contained  a  word  of  greeting  from  the 
gathering,  an  explanation  of  the  Conference  theme,  ,rMethodism  in  the 
Contemporary  World”  with  its  theological  basis,  a  call  to  righteousness, 
dealt  with  such  social  questions  as  race  relations  and  war  and  peace, 
called  upon  Methodists  to  make 
greater,  use  of  knowledge  about  the 
world  and  its  arts  to  increase  the 


Platform  of  Stuart  Auditorium,  Lake  Junaluska,  where 
Conference  Sessions  were  held.  (Staff  Photo) 


Christian  witness,  reaffirmed  the 
place  of  evangelism  and  Christian 
education  in  the  work  of  the  church, 
called  for  greater  expressions  of 
unity  among  the  member  groups, 
and  urged  a  deeper  note  of  dedica¬ 
tion  tb  the  pursuit  of  holiness 
among  Methodists. 

A  delegation  of  more  than  50 
attended  the  Conference  from  Ark¬ 
ansas  and  Louisiana. 

The  complete  text  of  the  message 
follows: 

“1.  The  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence,  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina,  U.S.A.,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1956,  sends  greetings  to  Meth¬ 
odists  everywhere  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  their  Lord  and  ours. 
The  Conference  represents  a  world 
membership  of  more  than  18,000,000 
people  and  a  Christian  community 
several  times  that  figure.  Forty-four 
nations,  from  all  five  continents, 
have  been  represented  at  its  meet¬ 
ings,  and  without  discrimination  or 
hindrance,  have  shared  fully  that 
fellowship  in  Christ  which  is  the 
cherished  privilege  of  His  disciples. 
The  Conference  believes  that  the 
increasing  interest  in  World  Meth¬ 
odism  amongst  our  people  and  the 
strengthening  of  the  links  between 
its  many  members,  are  an  .enrich¬ 
ment  of  the  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole,  and  will  be  a  means  of  en¬ 
abling  it,  as  a  branch  of  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church,  to  bring  to  the 
work  of  Christian  reunion  its  most 
valuable  contribution.  Yet  that 
contribution  will  not  be  fully  effec¬ 
tive  until  Methodist  theologians  and 
preachers  study  and  set  forth  those 
aspects  of  Christian  theology  on 
which  Methodism  has  an  especial 
duty  to  speak,  including  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of 
perfect  love.  We  should  clarify  our 
own  teaching  in  respect  of  the 
Christian  ministry  and  the  doctrine 
of  creation  (particularly  in  relation 
to  science  and  the  arts). 

“2.  The  theme  of  the  Conference 
was,  “Methodism  in  the  Contempo¬ 
rary  World.”  Our  concern  for  the 
urgent  problems  of  our  time  springs 
directly  from  our  knowledge  of 
God’s  redemptive  purpose  for  man¬ 
kind,  now  in  so  many  ways  hin¬ 
dered  by  the  rebellion  of  sinful  men, 
by  their  devotion  to  the  gods  of 
secularism,  extreme  nationalism,  op¬ 
pressive  imperialism  or  totalitarian¬ 
ism,  and  by  a  wide-spread  disinte¬ 
gration  of  personal  moral  standards. 
But  we  believe  this  divine  purpose 
stands  sure.  It  was  declared  ip  the 
incarnation,  life,  death,  and  resur¬ 
rection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It 
has  been  manifested  through  the 
ages -.in  the  continual  activity  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  life  and  work  of 
the  Church.  It  is  evident  today  in 
the  virility  and  the  courageous  wit¬ 
ness  of  countless  Christians,  not 
least  in  the  churches  of  more  recent 
origin. 

“3.  The  Church  is  called  to  a 
righteousness  rooted  in  the  Gospel 


of  redeeming  love.  That  Gospel  is 
not  be  identified  with  specific 
social  or  political  programs;  benevo¬ 
lence  must  not  be  made  a  substitute 
for  faith,  or  social  zeal  an  escape 
frorp  the  searching  personal  de¬ 
mands  of  our  Lord.  The  Christian 
must  so  live  within  the  present  situ¬ 
ation  in  personal  and  family  con¬ 
duct!  in  business,  social,  and  politi¬ 
cal  action,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
work  through  him  for  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  God’s  design  for  man. 

“4.  The  Conference,  composed  of 
representatives  from  many  nations 
and  ethnic  groups  united  in  fellow¬ 
ship  in  Christ,  deplores  the  embit¬ 
tered  strife  which  bedevils  human 
relations.  The  Conference  is  entirely 
convinced  that  the  Church  is  com¬ 
mitted  by  its  very  nature  to  the 
establishment  of  a  human  society  in 
which  discrimination  or  segregate  i 
based  on  race  or  color  will  no  longer 
exist.  The  Conference  expresses  its 
active  concern  for  those  of  any  color 
or  race  who  are  suffering  from  poli¬ 
tical,  economic,  educational,  social, 
or  religious  discrimination,  and  the 
earnest  desire  that  Methodists  them¬ 
selves  will  initiate,  contend  for  and 
foster,  within  their  own  Societies,  a 
genuine  and  all-inclusive  fellow¬ 
ship. 

“5.  The  first  duty  of  the  Christian 
in  relation  to  peace  and  war  is  to 
understand  and  help  to  remote  the 
underlying  causes  of  war.  While 
peoples  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  are  forced  to  endure  a  lower 
standard  of  life  than  those  of  more 
advanced  countries,  the  danger  of 
war  is  always  present.  It  is  in¬ 
creased  in  our  time  by  the  growing 
threat  to  human  liberty  in  many 
places,  and  by  the  wide-spread 
denial  of  human  rights  and  of  the 
value  of  human  personality.  When 
men  and  nations  are  actuated  by 
greed  and  the  love  of  power  they 
are  scarcely  prevented  from  taking 
advantage  of  the  situation,  even  by 
the  fear  of  nuclear  weapons.  The 
Conference  urges  Methodists  every¬ 
where  to  work  for  the  improvement 
of  inadequate  living  conditions,  to 
uphold  the  cause  of  truth,  liberty 
and  justice  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  to  care  for  refugees  and 
displaced  persons  and  all  who  are 
oppressed,  and  to  foster  all  that 
leads  to  reconciliation  and  trust  be¬ 
tween  nations.  It  also  calls  on  them 
to  support  every  attempt  to  secure 
a  reduction  of  the  crippling  burden 
of  armaments,  and  in  particular  the 
cessation  of  the  development  of  nu¬ 
clear  power  for  purposes  of  war. 

“6.  The  Conference  affirms  the 
leadership  of  Christ  over  every  as¬ 
pect  of  huriian  life  and  thought.  In 
that  spirit  it  welcomes  wholeheart¬ 
edly  the  increase  of  men’s  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  universe,  and  also  new 
expressions  of  the  faith  in  terms 
of  poetry,  drama  and  the  arts.  For 
our  growing  scientific  knowledge 
not  only  displays  with  increasing 
fullness  the  splendour  of  God’s 
creative  energy,  but  lays  upon  us 


a  solemn  obligation  to  see  that  it 
is  used,  on  the  widest  scale  possible, 
to  build  a  satisfying  and  abundant 
life  for  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth. 
There  are  given  to  our  generation 
new  possibilities  of  this  kind  un¬ 
dreamt  of  by  previous  generations. 
And  the  work  of  Christian  poets 
and  dramatists  is  both  a  witness  to 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  a 
powerful  reminder  -to  those  inside 
and  outside  the  Church,  that  Christ 
is  Lord  of  the  mind.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  need  for  us  to  seek  a  more 
complete  understanding  of  our  be¬ 
lief  that  ‘the  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and 
the  fulness  thereof. 

“7.  There  is  a  true  sense  in  which 
every  one  of  the  many  topics  with 
which  the  Conference  has  dealt  can 
be  brought  under  the  general  head¬ 
ing  of  evangelism.  The  whole  rea¬ 
son  for  the  Church’s  existence  is 
that  it  may  proclaim  the  gospel  and 
by  the  grace  of  God  bring  men  and 
women  into  the  Kingdom  of  God 
through  obedience  and  discipleship 
to  Christ.  All  its  agencies  and  ener¬ 
gies  have  this  end  in  view.  But 
within  them  are  those  which  are 
specifically  directed  to  reaching  the 
unsaved  who  form  so  large  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  community.  The  reluc¬ 
tance  of  men  and  women  to  expose 
themselves  to  the  Gospel  by  at¬ 
tendance  at  church  makes  this  a 
difficult  question;  not,  in  spite  of 
some  encouragement,  is  there  yet 
convincing  evidence  of  a  widespread 
revival  of  religion.  There  is,  also, 
a  recrudescence  of  some  of  the  an¬ 
cient  faiths,  often  associated-  with 
nationalistic  fervour,  and  threaten¬ 
ing  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  church’s  work.  New  methods 
and  adventures  in  evangelism  have 
not  been  wanting,  and  the  church 
must  be  on  the  alert  to  bring  the 
Gospel  home  to  the  people.  But  the 
Conference  is  sure  that  the  finest, 
best  tempered  and  most  certain  in¬ 
strument  of  evangelism  is  the  whole 
company  of  the  worshipping  church; 
men  and  women  all  truly  commit¬ 
ted  to  Christ,  and  by  their  work  and 
witness,  their  walk,  character  and 
conversation,  commending  Him  to 
all  with  whom  they  come  into  con¬ 
tact.  Moreover,  the  impulse  of 
evangelism  is  not  limited  to  the 
Church’s  immediate  surroundings. 
It  reaches  out  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  It  was  one  of  the  glories  of 
early  Methodism  that  it  believed  in 
a  universal  Gospel,  and  sent  out  men 
and  women  as  Christ’s  messengers. 
That  world-wide  evangelism  is  as 
yet  by  far  from  completion,  and  the 
rise  of  new  nations  and  new  philos¬ 
ophies  creates  a  problem  more  diffi¬ 


cult  and  complicated  than  the 
Church  has  previously  faced,  and 
with  it  an  opportunity  equally  un¬ 
paralleled.  There  is  the  greatest 
need  for  the  rethinking  of  mission¬ 
ary  strategy,  and  for  devising  new 
methods  of  cooperation.  Most  ot  all, 
there  is  a  new  call  to  dedication  to 
Christ  and  His  service  for  the  bring¬ 
ing  to  God  of  all  His  lost  children. 

“8.  The  complement  to  evangelism 
is  Christian  education,  whether  car¬ 
ried  on  at  home,  school,  college,  in 
Sunday  Schools  and  Youth  Organ¬ 
izations  or  elsewhere.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  reminds  the  Methodist  people 
that  the  millions  of  children  and 
young  people  meeting  regularly  in 
our  Sunday  Schools  and  Youth  Or¬ 
ganizations  every  week  present  our 
churches  in  many  lands  with  a  tre¬ 
mendous  opportunity  both  for  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  evangelism.  The 
Conference  urges  the  Methodist 
Churches  of  every  land  to  study  how 
best  children  and  young  people  may 
be  nurtured  in  the  faith  of  the  Bible, 
expressed  in  worship,  thought  and 
practice. 

“Nor  is  there  any  point  in  life  at 
which  Christian  education  comes  to 
an  end.  It  is  one  of  the  urgent  tasks 
of  the  Church  to  train  its  adult 
members,  often  largely  uninstructed, 
into  a  fully  Christian  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  world  in  which  they  live, 
and  the  place  of  man  in  it. 

“9.  The  Conference  affirms  its 
conviction  that  the  God-given  unity 
of  the  Church  is  demanding  in  this 
time  a  fuller  and  fuller  expression 
in  such  closer  association  as  may  be 
revealed  to  Christians  of  every  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  differing  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  lands  in  which  they 
live.  It  has  heard  with  keen  in¬ 
terest  and  deep  gratitude  to  God  of 
continued  progress  in  the  Church  of 
South  India,  and  of  the  plans  for 
church  union  in  several  other  parts 
of  the  world,  and  it  prays  that  God 
will  give  success  to  every  enter¬ 
prise  of  unity  attempted  in  His 
name. 

“10.  The  Conference  recalls  to  the 
churches  everywhere  that  note  of 
dedication  to  the  pursuit  of  holiness 
which  was  the  distinctive  mark  of 
the  early  Methodists.  If  in  those 
days,  still  more  today  is  the  demand 
laid  upon  Christians,  not  only  to 
think  and  work  in  their  service  of 
the  present  age,  but  most  of  all  to 
be  constant  in  prayer.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  therefore  invites  the  people 
called  Methodists  to  claim  by  faith 
and  prayer  that  transformation  of 
personal  and  social  life  which  is 
offered  bv  the  full  Gospel  of  Christ, 
our  Lord.” 
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A  Life  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  RAMPARTS  WE  WATCH 

Without  doubt  there  are  more  watchers  on  the  ramparts  of  the  world 
than  ever  before  in  human  history.  Nations  are  scanning  the  skies  for 
enemies  in  the  air.  Governments  are  spreading  their  secret  service  through¬ 
out  the  world-. 

One  reason  for  this  increase  of  watchmen  is  the 
uncertainty  of  the  near  future.  Joseph  Wood  Krutch, 
long-time  Columbia  Univ.  professor,  asserts  that  the 
present  generation  is  less  sure  of  what  is  ahead  of  it 
than  any  previous  generation.  Why?  Because  for  the 
first  time  in  history  man  now  has  the  power  through 
nuclear  weapons  and  also  the  proximity  to  his  neigh¬ 
bors  by  means  of  the  jet  plane  to  commit  race  suicide. 
It  is  little  wonder  that  nations  want  watchers  to  peer 
ahead. 

Then  too,  another  reason  for  the  multiplication  of 
watchmen  is  that  events  move  so  fast  in  these  days, 
'me  rosier  we  travel,  the  farther  ahead  we  have  to  look.  We  think  we 
cannot  make  our  plans  on  the  basis  of  what  happened  yesterday;  we  want 
to  know  what  is  going  to  happen  tomorrow.  Hence  the  vpgue  of  popular 
polls  which  predict  tomorrow’s  elections,  tomorrow’s  trends,  and  the  de¬ 
sire  for  interpreters  who  can  forecast  news. 

We  are  like  motorists  traveling  at  high  speed  through  a  blackout.  And 
so,  on  every  side  goes  up  the  cry,  as  in  the  days  of  Isaiah,  “Watchman, 
what  of  the  night?” 

Our  safety  and  peace  of  mind  depend  on  watchmen.  While  we  sleep 
at  night,  our  Armed  Forces  guard  our  coasts;  uniformed  officers  patrol 
the  streets  and  highways  around  our  homes  to  keep  dangers  from  break¬ 
ing  in  upon  us.  When  we  travel  the  high  seas,  we  trustfully  close  our  eyes 
in  the  darkness  because  we  know  that  faithful  watch  is  kept  on  the 
bridge. 

Having  crossed  the  Atlantic  last  summer  on  the  Andrea  Dona,  I  have 


vividly  imagined  the  feelings  of  those  aboard  when,  in  the  dense  fog, 
danger  eluded  the  watchers  and  sent  that  luxurious  ship  to  a  watery  grave. 

When  sickness  overtakes  us  and  we  toss  restlessly  in  those  fitful 
snatches  of  slumber  between  the  periods  of  fretful  wakefulness,  what  a 
difference  it  makes  whether  we  open  our  eyes  to  the  empty,  unfeeling 
darkness  or  to  the  sympathetic  gaze  of  a  relative  or  nurse  who  is  keeping 
the  silent  watches  of  the  night.  When  we  are  in  deep  trouble  and  enter 
those  valleys  of  decision  where  each  must  walk  alone  with  his  God,  it  is 
good  to  know  that  some  friend  or  loved  one  has  come  as  far  as  another 
human  being  can  come  and  is  prayerfully  watching  wijth  us,  at  the  gate 
of  our  Gethsemane. 

But  it  is  not  enough  merely  to  have  watchmen;  much  depends  on 
the  character  of  those  who  watch.  Irresponsible  watchmen  are  worse  than 
none,  for  they  deceive  us  with  a  false  security.  Emotional  watchmen  are 
a  menace,  for  they  excite  us  without  cause.  Prejudiced  watchmen  are  a 
peril,  for  they  distort  dangers  and  arouse  us  in  the  wrong  directions.  And 
so  it  behooves  us  to  look  to  the^.  character  of  our  watchmen.  We  can  thank 
God  that  in  our  land,  regardless  of  party  labels,  we  have  patriotic  watch¬ 
men. 

There  is  another  set  of  watchmen  of  vital  importance.  These  are  the 
spiritual  leaders  who  keep  lookout.  During  recent  decades  we  have  seen 
what  happened  when  the  Lord’s  watchers  left  the  walls. 

In  Russia  the  Church  of  the  Czars  failed  in  its  function  as  guardian 
of  the  people’s  good  and  paid  for  its  failure  by  the  forfeiture  of  its  priv¬ 
ileges.  In  Germany  the  Church  concerned  itself  with  ecclesiastical  and 
theological  matters  to  the  neglect  of  vital  social  issues  until  a  rising  tide 
of  Nazism  submerged  it  into  servility.  Thus  the  Lord’s  watchmen  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  walls  of  two  great  nations — and  we  know  the  disastrous 
results.  When  I  think  of  those  lands,  I  feel  the  force  of  the  Psalmist’s  words: 
“Except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain.” 

I  want  to  pay  tribute  to  the  churches,  big  and  little,  which  stand  guard 
over  our  communities,  detecting  the  symptoms  of  moral  disease  and 
striving  for  their  cure.  ,  x 

At  this  time  when  our  churches  are  opening  their  fall  and  winter 
season,  let  us  give  them  a  hand,  not  only  in  applause  but  in  service. 
Without  these  watchers  on  the  ramparts,  the  world  wakes  in  vain. 
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SOMETHING  NEW  HAS  BEEN  ADDED 

At  the  General  Conference  in  Minneapolis 
it  was  voted  that  the  emphasis  for  this  quad- 
rennium  in  Methodism  would  be  on  the  local 
church.  JVhatever  steps  should  be  taken  to 
make  each  church  stronger  than  it  was,  that 
will  be  the  objective  in  every  congregation.  It 
may  be  different  things  to  different  churches, 
since  every  church  has  its  strong  points  as  well 
as  weak  ones.  But  the  Council  of  Bishops  rec¬ 
ognized  that  there  should  be  some  guides  to 
go  by,  so  they  requested  that  certain  agencies 
of  the  Church  prepare  booklets  which  would 
be  especially  helpful  to  the  various  commissions 
of  the  local  church. 


The  result  of  this  request  is  a  group  of 
five  “Local  Church  Emphasis  Booklets”.  Book¬ 
let  Number  One  is  for  the  Commission  on 
Evangelism,  and  is  full  of  sound  suggestions 
for  the  commission  to  use  to  make  itself  more 
fruitful  in- the  church.  Booklet  Number  Two  is 
beaihed  toward  the  Commission  on  Education 
Since  it  is  prepared  by  the  General  Board  of 
Education,  it  has  a  fine  approach  for  work  in 
this  field  in  the  local  church.  Booklet  Number 
Three  is  specifically  for  the  Commission  on 
Missions.  It  is  an  excellent  guidebook  for  you 
who  are  on  this  commission,  and  you  will  ima 
it  verv  helpful.  Booklet  Number  Four  is  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  General  Board  of  Lay  Activities, 
and  is  for  the  use  of  the  Commission  on  Stew¬ 
ardship  and  Finance.  It  will  be  weU  worth  . 
time  it  takes  to  read  the  booklet.  A  fifth  boox- 
let  is  included  for  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 
It  also  includes  suggestions  on  World  Peace, 
Social  and  Economic  Relations,  and  on  Health 
and  Welfare. 


The  General  Board  of  Lay  Activities  com¬ 
mends  all  five  of  these  booklets  to  our  lay  peo¬ 
ple  Every  one  of  them  will  answer  the  ever¬ 
present  question,  “Well,  what  is  our  commission 
supposed  to  do?”  The  Official  Board  should 
have  this  complete  set  to  distribute  to  the 


The  psychologists  are  busy  studying  the 
causes  of  what  we  refer  to  as  “juvenile  de¬ 
linquency” — and  in  trying  to  qutline  remedies. 
And  it  would  sometimes  look  as  if  there  may 
be  as  many  causes  as  there  are  psychiatrists 
surveying  and  recommending.  Perhaps  the  only 
main  conclusion  thus  far  is  that  there  is  no  one 
cause  and  no  one  remedy.  A  secondard  conclu¬ 
sion — or  perhaps  it  is  a  coi’ollary  to  the  first — 
is  that  (despite  the  police  and  the  judges)  neither 
reform  school  nor  jail  will  correct  the  situation; 
the  “extra  police”  and  “flying  squads”  and 
special  courts  may,  in  many  cases,  only  aggra¬ 
vate  the  situation. 

One  psychologist  tells  us  that  one  of  the 
strongest  desires  of  the  human  animal  is  “to 
get  attention.”  It  seems  either  born  in  the  baby 
or  acquired  in  mother’s  milk:  that  is  why  he 
cries  until  someone  pays  attention  to  him  — 
sings  to  him,  rocks  him,  feeds  him,  cuddles  him. 
The  juvenile,  the  psychologist  says,  also  craves- 
attention  and  the  feeling  of  self-importance;  he 
(like  most  of  us)  wants  to  be  noticed.  If  exper¬ 
ience  or  observation  tells  him  that  by  “travelling 
with  the  gang,”  being  more  daring  than  his 
fellows,  risking  with  them  or  beyond  them,  he 
can  secure  the  excitement  of  attention  —  of 
being  “looked  up  to”  —  he  will  seek  that  way 
of  life.  The  “emphasis”  on  juvenile  delinquency 
in  our  country  and  in  our  day  —  the  attention 
and  glaring  headlines  given  it  in  newspapers 
and  magazines,  in  motion  picture  billboards,  in 


chairmen  of  the  Commissions  and  the  Committee 
on  Temperance.  They  sell  for  15c  per  booklet 
in  single  copies,  but  by  buying  a  quantity  of 
them,  it  is  possible  for  me  to  offer  all  five  of 
them  for  50c.  Therefore,  if  you  will  send  50c 
in  coin  (stick  two  quarters  to  a  piece  of  card¬ 
board  with  scotch  tape)  to  me  at  Jonesboro, 
Arkansas,  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  you  the  set. 
Be  sure  to  give  me  your  mail  address.  The 
booklets  will  be  delivered  promptly,  and  you 
will  be  doing  your  commissions  a  great  service. 


PTA  and  other  lectures,  in  books,  and  on  TV 
and  radio  circuits  —  this  emphasis  is  more  apt 
to  make  “heroes”  (to  themselves  and  their  fel¬ 
lows)  of  teen  delinquents  than  it  is  to  deter 
them. 

Another  psychologist  traces  the  emotional 
instability  that  in  some  cases  leads  to  delin¬ 
quency  to  the  domination  of  women  in  the  home 
and  in  school;  especially  in  suburbia  where 
fathers  are  only  “night-time  residents  and  week¬ 
end  guests.”  But  he  does  not  explain  thus  the 
prevalence  of  delinquency  in  the  heart  of  cities 
where  men  usually  work  shorter  days  and  fewer 
days  than  they  did^a  generation  ago.  It  would 
seem  that  many  men  now  have  more  opportunity 
for  pal-ship  with  boys  than  heretofore. 

Still  another  psychologist,  after  a  rather 
wide  survey  among  high  school  students,  has 
come  up  with  the  proposition  that  the  chief 
desire  of  most  young  people  is  to  please  their 
parents.  Where  conflicts  arise,  he  contends,  is 
when  the  parents  demand  too  much  and  demand 
what  is  unreasonable.  This,  in  one  way,  fits 
into  the  finding  of  another  authority  that  each 
one  of  us  tends  to  grow  into  the  picture  that 
other  people  have  of  us,  even  demand  of  us. 
If  people  expect  us  to  be  “gentlemen,”  we  will 
be  gentlemen;  if  they  picture  us  and  ours  as 
rowdies  or  hoodlums,  we  will  tend  to  become 
rowdies  or  hoodlums.  In  this  sense,  says  the 
authority,  othej-  people,  in  what  they  expect 
of  us,  make  us  what  we  become:  we  are  the 
products  of  society  rather  than  —self-made  men.” 

There  is  enough  of  truth  here  to  cause  us 
to  pause  and  ponder.  We  know  that  a  general, 
believing  in  his  men,  can  make  yesterday’s 
cowards  become  today’s  heroes.  Perhaps  if  we 
have  belief  in  our  teenagers,  and  picture  the 
heights  they  can  achieve,  they  will  rise  above 
delinquency  —  delinquency  often  indicating 
only  their  inmaturity.  And,  if  we  are  going  to 
thus  arouse  and  lead  -  them,  we  will  need  to 
picture  and  talk  less  of  what  youth  does  that  is 
wrong,  and  more  of  the  good  that  comes  from 
his  heart  and  mind.  We  need  a  new  story  in 
the  newspapers,  in  the  movies,  on  TV-radio. 

By  the  w^y,  two  things  have  helped  restore 
my  balance  as  I  look  at  today’s  teenagers.  One 
is  a  realization  that  (while  crime  is,  high)  95% 
of  our  youth  never  run  afoul  of  the  law.  The 
other  is  a  recent  reading  of  the  story  of  the 
police  department  in  New  York  City  and  its 
bouts  with  youthful  mobsters  and  gangsters  from 
the  days  of  the  Draft  Riots  of  1861  well  into 
the  1890’s.  No,  these  Victorian-influenced  teen¬ 
agers  weren’t  all  Sunday  school  angels  back  in 
grandpa’s  day  I 
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Rev,  Winfred  L.  Diggs 


By  G.  A. 


REV.  WINFRED  LEE  DIGGS  was  bom  on 
a  farm  at  Woods  Chapel  near  Paragould, 
Arkansas,  September  19,  1917.  His  father, 
Adrian  Diggs,  died  young,  leaving  a  large 
family  to  make  its  way  in  the  world.  He  grew 
up  in  the  great  open  spaces  of  the  countryside. 

An  act  of  his  father  did  much  to  shape  his 
early  life  in  Christ-like  forgiveness.  The  cows 
got  out  and  a  neighbor  put  them  up.  The  Diggs 
boys  went  after  them,  but  the  man  would  not 
let  the  cows  go  until  a  sum  of  money  had  been 
paid.  Months  later  the  same  neighbor’s  cows  got 
in  the  Diggs  cornfield.  The  boys  drove  them  up 
in  holy  glee.  They  fastened  them  in  the  lot 
eagerly  waiting  the  neighbor  to  call  for  them. 
He  did,  asking  Mr.  Diggs  how  much  he  owed. 
Eagerly  the  boys  listened.  This  was  their  big 
moment!  But  very  quietly  Mr.  Diggs  stated  that 
the  neighbor  did  not  owe  anything!  Brother 
Diggs  never  forgot  that  lesson,  neither  did  he 
ever  get  away  from  it.  This  act  of  Christian 
love  and  forgiveness  lived  through  his  life  and 
ministry.  He  was  a  better  man  because  of  it. 

During  the  depression  years  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  worked  in  the  factories.  During  this 
time  he  married  Jennell  Sisk  of  Harrisburg, 
Arkansas.  Their  first  child,  Ronny,  was  born. 
During  one  Christmas  Brother  Diggs  was  pass¬ 
ing  a  church.  It  was  cold  and  snowing.  He  was 
hurrying  along  with  coat  collar  turned  up  and 
with  his  hand  in  his  pockets.  An  old  man  stand¬ 
ing  in  front'  of  the  church  handed  him  a  pam¬ 
phlet.  He  looked  hastily  at  it  reading  a  few 
words  and  thrust  it  deep  into  his  overcoat  pocket. 
He  would  not  read  it;  neither  dared  he  to  throw 
it  way!  He  carried  it  until  it  was  completely 
worn  out.  He  never  got  away  from  that  pam¬ 
phlet. 

One  night  little  Ronny  became  desperately 
H-  The  doctors  said,  “Operate  quickly.”  Enter- 
fig  the  hospital  he  sent  an  urgent  telegram  to 
Hs  mother  saying,  “Pray,  Mom,  pray!”  While 
mding  the  elevator  up  to  the  operating  room  he 
hioked  across  at  his  lovely  wife  and  said,  “When 
Ronny  gets  well  you  are  going  to  have  a  preach- 
er  husband.”  She  did. 

In  early  1943  he  came  back  to  Arkansas  and 
j^as  licensed  to  preach  at  Woods  Chapel  by  Rev. 
”■  Hynn  Wade.  He  was  assigned  his  first  charge 
under  Rev.  J.  Albert  Gatlin  that  same  year.  In 
i1®  fall  Brother  Diggs  entered  Arkansas  State 
°Hege  at  Jonesboro.  Four  years  later  he  stood 
hh  the  graduating  class  of  ,46./ 

.  In  September  of  1947  the  Diggs  family,  now 
leased  to  four  by  the  birth  of  a  second  son, 
ark,  moved  to  Maud,  Texas.  He  enrolled  in 
eikms  School  of  Theology  at  Southern  Meth- 
julst  University  at  Dallas,  160  miles  away.  In 
cl ,ne  of  1951  he  stood  with  another  graduating 
ss-  This  time  it  was  theological  students. 

..  .  first  pastorate  after  school  was  that  of 
Vt pit,3??  *°  Ur.  Albea  Godbold  at  Saint  John’s 
ie  c  °^st  Church  in  St.  Louis.  One  year  later 
ed  Ctarne  Hack  to  his  home  state  and  was  appoint- 
$erv  °,  Cotter.  During  his  pastorate  there,  he 
ces.f  .  as  a  leader  in  conducting  the  most  suc- 
campaign  in  the  history  of  the  town  to 
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take  legalized  liquor  out  of  Cotter  and  Baxter 
Co,unty. 

His  last  pastorate  was  at  Luxora.  Here  he 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  of  service  that  would,  be 
a  credit  to  any  man’s  ministry!  Problem  after 
problem  of  tremendous  magnitude  assailed  him. 
But  somehow,  by  the  grace  and  help  of  God,  he 
managed  to  find  a  way  to  solve  most  of  them. 

Then  came  the  night  of  December  30,  1955. 
Brother  Diggs  had  been  doing  a  bit  of  hunting 
that  day.  His  elder  son  Ronny  had  gone  to  a 
party  at  Osceola.  About  9  p.m.  he  left  his  wife 
and  his  8-year-old  son,  Mark,  at  the  door  as  he 
said,  “I’ll  see  you  in  a  few  minutes.”  Halfway 
between  Luxora  and  Osceola  he  met  the  train 
head-on!  A  large  sign  had  blocked  his  line  of 
vision.  He  died  an  hour  later  in  the  Osceola 
Hospital. 

One  of  his  last  acts  in  the  church  was  to 
place  in  the  basement  of  the  Luxora  Church  a 
large  painting  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  done  on 
beautiful  tapestry.  He  wanted  the  basement, 
otherwise  drab,  to  look  like  a  church  and  to 
speak  for  God. 

His  funeral  was  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Paragould.  A  great  crowd  was  there. 
Among  other  things  said,  the  following  tribute 
was  paid  to  “Wink”  by  his  bosom  friend,  the 
writer. 

“It  came  to  p/ss  when  he  had  made  an  end 
of  speaking  unto  Saul  that  the  soul  of  Jonathan 
was  knit  with  the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan 
loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  And  Saul  took  him 
that  day  and  would  let  him  go  no  more  home  to 
his  father’s  house.  Then  Jonathan  and  David 
made  a  covenant  because  he  loved  him  as  his 
own  soul.”  I  Sam.  18:1-3. 

Wink  and  I  never  had  a  covenant.  Such  did 
not  seem  necessary.  But  I  loved  him  as  my  own 
soul. 

I  like  the  words  “Knit  together”  used  by 
the  Scripture  writer.  Somehow  they  denote  the 
rough,  uneven,  jagged  edges  of  fabric  pulled  to¬ 
gether  and  woven  into  one  solid  pattern  by  a 
skilled  weaver.  Something  very  much  like  that 
is  what  happened  in  our  lives.  The  rough,  un¬ 
even  pattern  was  woven  right  from  the  rise  and 
fall,  give  and  take,  daily  issues  that  go  to  make 
up  life,  with  all  its  problems,  trials  and  tempta—^ 
tions,  joys  and  victories.  Of  the  very  warf  and 
woof  of  life  itself  has  been  the  texture  out  of 
which  the  Master  Weaver  formed  the  pattern 
into  a  beautiful,  meaningful  and  very  valuable 
friendship.  Our  lives  were  knit  together  and  I 
loved  him  as  my  own  soul. 

Our  paths  first  crossed  when  Wink  entered 
the  ministry  and  took  his  first  charge  at  Brook- 
land,  Arkansas,  in  1943.  We  were  together  con¬ 
stantly  for  four  years  in  college  and  three  years 
at  S.  M.  U.  Later  our  pastorates  were  closeiy 
connected.  We  often  helped  each  other  in  re¬ 
vivals  and  in  sharing  tough  and  knotty  problems. 
Many  times  we  sat  together  at  the  midnight  hour 
while  one  or  the  other  unburdened  his  soul¬ 
shaking  problem. 
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Wink  was  a  man  of  unusual  ability  in  many 
respects.  I  have  never  known  a  man  his  equal 
in  creative  ability.  He  could  think  of  more 
unique,  practical  and  new  ways  of  doing  the 
same  things  than  any  man  I  ever  met.  I  drew 
heavily  from  his  ministry.  Even  more  than  I 
realized.  The  loss  of  his  physical  presence  over¬ 
whelms  me.  I  shall  miss  him  terribly! 

His  first  love  in  the  ministry,  aside  from 
preaching,  was  singing.  He  loved  to  sing  for 
the  sheer  joy  of  singing!  Of  times,  I  had  to  hold 
check  rein  on  him  during  revivals.  He  would 
put  everything  he  had  into  great  congregational 
singing,  then  after  service,  go  to  the  home  of 
some  church  family;  gather  them  around  a  piano 
and  sing  until  I  called  a  halt.  He  did  not  have  a 
great  voice,  but  his  singing  and  friendly, 
effervescent  spirit  were  contagious.  Very  few 
people,  regardless  of  age  or  station,  could  resist 
joining  in.  They  loved  it  and  would  come  back 
night  after  night  and  sing  like  the  Methodists 
must  have  sung  in  John  and  Charles  Wesley’s 
day! 

Wink  went  to  heaven  at  Christmas.  No  doubt 
he’s  already  found  his  earthly  friends,  W.  O. 
Troutt  and  Brother  Powell  and  his  heavenly 
friends,  Paul  and  Silas,  James  and  John  and  the 
blessed  Master  Himself! 

Wink  was  a  joyful  person.  His  personality 
over-flowed  to  the  lives  of  those  about  him.  He 
never  knew  a  stranger  and  made  acquaintances 
quickly  and  easily. 

On  December  30  he  entered  the  Spirit  world 
and  vacated  his  ministry  here.  Yet  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  he  preached  his  greatest  master¬ 
piece.  In  pulpit  after  pulpit,  among  his  bosom 
friends  in  the  ministry,  Wink  preached!  His  life 
and  love  spoke  out  to  those  in  the  pew  and  gave 
verdant  witness  of 'the  spirit  of  God  and  the 
compassion  of  Christ  to  hungry  congregations 
among  his  friends  across  the  conference. 

His  funeral  service  depicted  his  faith  and 
the  Christian’s  victory  when  a  great  choir  from 
the  churches  of  Paragould  arose  and  sang  the 
Hallelujah  Chorus.  His  brothers  in  the  ministry 
and  a  multitude  of  friends  followed  his  body 
to  the  cemetery  and  tenderly  buried  it.  His 
singing  friend,  Rev.  Gene  Hall,  prayed  the  bene¬ 
dictory  prayer.  Then  in  keeping  with  our  faith 
we  sang  “Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow”  and  walked  away  in  silent  requiem. 

Wink  has  left  us.  His  physical  absence 
leaves  an  empty  space.  Yet  his  Christian  spirit 
tells  us  that  he  would  have  us  make  even  this 
our  finest  hour  and  not  our  darkest  hour!  Amen. 
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Holmes  and  kathryn  mouser,  oak- 

dale,  are  the  parents  of  a  girl,  born  August 
28.  Mrs.  Mouser  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Sidney  A.  Seegers  of  Gueydan. 

MRS.  DAVID  MAXFIELD  is  the  new  Director 
of  Music  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder.  She  will  serve  as  organist  and  will 
direct  the  senior,  youth,  and  children’s  choirs. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  BOB  HEARNE  anci^he  young 
people  of  the  Wilhite  Methodist  Church  of 
Downsville  were  hosts  to  the  members  of  the 
church  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  September  7, 
in  an  observance  of  “Family  Night”. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER,  pastor  of  the  St 
Maurice  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery, 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  which  planned 
the  annual  homecoming  observance  held  at  the 
church,  Sunday,  September  9. 

REV.  EDWARD  W.  HARRIS,  Superintendent 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  was  guest 
preacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  for  the  morning  service,  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  Carl 
F.  Lueg. 

REV.  LEA  JOYNER,  pastor  of  Southside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  will  be  guest  preacher 
in  revival  services  to  be  held  at  the  Olla  Meth¬ 
odist  Schurch,  September  23-30,  where  Rev.  J.  A. 
Jones  is  pastor.  Services  will  be  held  each  morn¬ 
ing  at  10  and  each  evening  at  7:30. 

REV.  GEORGE  HARBUCK,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
taught  the  YMCA  Bible  Luncheon  Club  at  noon, 
Friday,  September  7.  Paul  Gunn,  president  of 
the  Bible  Club  presided.  The  lesson  was  from 
the  International  Uniform  Sunday  School  series. 

REV.  ROY  MOUSER,  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  ^uest 
preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the  New 
Iberia  Methodist  Church,  September  9-16.  C.  G. 
Fuller  will  be  in  charge  of  music.  Rev.  W.  R. 
Wendt  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  DAN  R.  ROBINSON  enter¬ 
tained  the  members  of  the  official  board  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Minden  at  a  sup¬ 
per  given  at  the  Caney  Lake  Methodist  Camp, 
Tuesday,  September  11.  The  regular  monthly 
meeting  of  the  board  was  held  after  the  supper. 

THE  MARY  McLAUGHLIN  Bible  class,  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  was  en¬ 
tertained  with  a  lawn  party  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Richard  Hadley,  Friday  evening,  Sep¬ 
tember  7.  Rev.  J.  C.  Whitaker  is  pastor  at  De¬ 
Ridder. 

MISS  ADDIE  CLAIR  ENSMINGER  represent¬ 
ed  the  Shreveport  District  in  the  Youth  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Jurisdictional  School  of  Missions,  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  August  21-25.  A  member  of  Wynn 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Miss 
Ensminger  is  preparing  for  full-time  missionary 
service. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  elected  Dean 
of  next  year’s  Pastor’s  School  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  at  the  recent  Pastor’s  School.  His 
duties  will  include  planning  the  program,  secur¬ 
ing  speakers  and  leaders,  and  presiding  at  the 
various  meetings. 

REV.  LOTH  AN  KLEINHANS,  pastor  of  St. 

Paul’s  Lutheran  Church  in  Shreveport,  will 
teach  German  this  year  as  a  part-time  member 
of  the  Centenary  College  faculty.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Kleinhans  is  a  graduate  of  Concordia  College, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  Concordia  Seminary,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  also  did  work  at  Centenary. 

A  CHURCH-WIDE  MEETING  was  held  in  the 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  September  10.  Rev.  E.  V.  Appling  lectured 
and  showed  pictures  he  made  while  in  the 
Orient.  The  lecture  was  followed  by  a  fellowship 
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period  which  included  orieptal  music,  a  forum, 
a  surprise  and  refreshments.  Rev.  Jack  H.  Mid- 
yett  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  ANNUAL  summer  camp  of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  was  concluded  last  weekend 
at  Camp  Beeneaire  on  Lake  Bistineau.  Director 
A.  C.  Voran  annually  conducts  the  ten-day  sum¬ 
mer  training  program  to  integrate  the  young 
singers,  both  psychologically  and  musically,  into 
a  closely  welded  singing  troupe. 

SUMNER  RIDDLE  of  Cotton  Valley,  a  1956 
graduate  of  Centenary  College,  has  been 
awarded  a  full-tuition  fellowship  to  Texas  Chris¬ 
tian  University,  Ft.  Worth,  where  he  will  work 
toward  his  master’s  degree.  He  majored  in  busi¬ 
ness  administration  at  Centenary  and  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Riddle. 

THE  MONROE  DISTRICT  BOARD  of  Lay 
Activities  will  sponsor  an  annual  Laymen’s 
Retreat  at  Camp  Chemin-a-Haut,  Bastrop,  Sep¬ 
tember  29-30.  Cost  of  the  Retreat  is  $6.00  per 
person.  Registrations  should  be  sent  to  Norman 
Rushing,  2403  N.  9th  Street,  West  Monroe.  Dr. 
Matt  L.  Ellis,  presid^t  of  Hendrix  College,  Con¬ 
way,  Arkansas,  will  Be  the'  principal  speaker.. 

REV.  WALTER  WILLIS,  superintendent  of  the 
El  Paso  District,  El  Paso,  Texas,  was  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Bossier 
City  First  Methodist  Church,  September  16-21. 
9:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  services  were  held  daily, 
with  a  breakfast  for  the  men  of  the  church  held 
on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  6:30  a.m. 
Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  was  guest  speaker  Thursday  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Longview,  Texas, 
where  Rev.  Stanley  Carter  is  pastor.  Dr.  Mickle 
delivered  the  keynote  address  launching  the 
“Every  Member  Canvass”  effort  to  secure 
pledges  totaling  $118,000  for  the  church’s  general 
budget. 

DR.  LEROY  VOGEL,  dean  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  guest  speaker  Friday  at  the  noon 
luncheon  meeting  of  the  Shreveport  Rotary  Club, 
v  He  spoke  on  the  topic,  “Footnotes  to  the  Pres¬ 
idential  Campaign”  and  explained  developments 
to  be  watched  as  the  campaign  progresses.  Dr. 
John  H.  Rasmussen,  pastor  of  Noel  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  served  as  program  chairman. 

A  GLASS  and  birch  display  case  has  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Centenary  College  library  in 
memory  of  Miss  Mary  Frances  Smith,  librarian 
from  1941  until  her  death  last  February  5.  Mrs. 
E.  R.  Smith  of  Shreveport,  mother  of  the  late 
librarian,  and  friends  of  Miss  Smith  contributed 
the  $400  to  purchase  the  case,  which  will  be  used 
for  the  display  of  rare  books  and  exhibits  in  the 
library. 

JOE  PARKER,  a  ^enior  student  at  Louisiana 
State  University,  has  assumed  tho*duties  of 
Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Activities  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Mr. 
Parker  is  active  in  church  work,  presently  serv¬ 
ing  as  state  president  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement  and  a  past-president  of  thq^  Wesley 
Foundation  at  L.S.U.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

ALLY  DAY  FOR  OLDER  ADULTS  of  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  held 
at  Camp  Alabama  September  26.  Plans  for  this 
meeting  were  made  during  the  Older  Adult 
Camp  held  in  May.  This  will  be  a  one  day  meet¬ 
ing,  including  a  covered  dish  dinner,  preaching, 
fellowship  and  talking  about  how  the  work  of 
the  Older  Adults  can  be  improved  in  the  church¬ 
es. 

LADIES  NIGHT  was  observed  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  Southside 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Thursday,  September 
6.  Mayor  Jack  Howard  was  guest  speaker  for  the 
occasion.  Harold  Cornett  is  president  of  the  club. 
A  church  library  is  being  set  up  at  the  church 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Irma  Lea  Bible 
Class.  Over  200  books  have  been  given;  many  in 


memory  and  in  honor  of  friends  and  loved  ones 
All  books  given  are  acknowledged  by  Mrs.  Mae 
Goode.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor  of  the  church 

REV.  OSCAR  E.  CLOYD,  pastor  of  the  Little 
Creek-Union  Charge,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  a  three  day  camp  held  for  choir  members  and 
their  families  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
Monroe,  at  Caney  Lake  in  Minden,  September  iJ 
3.  The  c^mp  was  organized  on  the  order  of  a 
workshop.  In  addition  to  fun  and  swimming,  they 
spent  several  hours  a  day  working  on  anthems 
to  be  used  during  the  year  and  also  their  Christ, 
mas  music.  While  the  choir  was  rehearsing  Mrs 
Mae  Sharp  supervised  activities  for  the  children 
The  choir  is  under  the  direction  of  E.  M.  Wooten 
and  Irvie  Lee  Temple.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  js 
pastor  of  the  church. 

SAMUEL  L.  GAMADIA,  lay  leader  of  the  Tanch 
Mahaod  District  of  the  Gujarat  Annual  Con. 
ference,  Bombay,  India,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
following  churches:  Strange,  Tuesday,  Septem¬ 
ber  4;  Castor,  Wednesday,  September  5;  Bien¬ 
ville,  Thursday,  September  6;  and  Mill  Creek, 
Friday,  September  7.  During  this  time  he  was 
a  guest  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  K.  K.  Carithers.  Mr. 
Gamadia  has  been  granted  a  scholarship  at 
Union  College,  Barbourville,  Kentucky,  where 
he  is  now  attending  School.  He  was  one  of  the 
students  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Pledger,  who  is  now  an 
instructor  in  Centenary  College,  while  Dr. 
Pledger  was*  in  India  as  a  missionary. 

DR.  FREDERICK  BROWN  HARRIS,  chaplain 
of  the  United  States  Senate  and  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Foundry  Methodist  Church,  Washing- 
tor^  D.  .C.,  and  Mrs.  Harris  received  honorary 
degrees  August  31  from  two  of  Korea’s  leading 
universities.  Dr.  Harris,  who  is  in  Korea  on  a 
mission  sponsored  by  the  American  armed  forces, 
was  awarded  a  doctor  of  laws  degree  by  Seoul 
National  University,  a  government  school.  Mrs. 
Harris  received  a  doctor  of  humanity  degree 
from  Ewha  Woman’s  University  in  Seoul,  a 
school  supported  by  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  -Service,  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  Harrises  were  guests  of 
President  Syngman  Rhee  during  part  of  their 
Korean  tour.  Dr.  Harris  was  Senate  chaplain 
from  1942  to  1946  and  has  been  president  of  the 
Washington  Federation  of  Churches. 

REV.  CLEMENT  E.  HUBBARD,  a  Methodist 
missionary  from  Rockmart,  Georgia,  is  the 
first  Protestant  ever  to  be,  named  an  “Honorary 
Citizen”  of  the  city  of  Lins  in  interior  Brazil. 
Like  the  rest  of  the  country,  Lins  is  predomi¬ 
nantly  Roman  Catholic.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard, 
the  founder  in  1928  and  principal  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Institute  of  Lins,  received  the  honor  at  a 
public  ceremony  last  August.  He  first  went 
to  Brazil  in  1921  as  a  pastor  and  was  assigned  to 
Lins,  which  is  in  the  south  central  part  of  the 
country.  In  1928  he  opened  a  school,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Institute,  whose  enrollment  has  grown  from 
a  handful  of  students  to  more  than  2,000.  The 
Institute  carries  on  an  evangelistic  and  educa¬ 
tional  program  both  for  townspeople  and  for 
rural  villagers,  and  operates  three  demonstration 
farms  which  serve  hundreds  of  farmers  in  the 
area.  1 


JOINT  RADIO  COMMISSION 
ANNOUNCES  METHODIST  SERIES 

Dr.  Walter  K.  Kerr,  Marvin  Methodist 
Church,  Tyler,  Texas,  is  the  featured  speaker  on 
the  eleventh  annual  Methodist  Series — The  Prof' 
estant  Hour,  a  public  service  religious  radio  net¬ 
work  program  now  being  heard  on  approximate¬ 
ly  300  radio  stations  and  the  Armed  Forces  Badio 
Network.  ■ 

Music  for  this  Sunday  morning  worship 
service  is  being  provided  by  the  Protestant  Hou 
Choir  under  the  direction  of  Hubert  Vance  Tay* 
lor  with  Raymond  Martin  at  the  organ.  Thes 
programs  are  produced  in  the  beautiful  ne 
$600,000  studios  of  the  Protestant  Radio  an 
Television  Center  is  Atlanta. 

The  Protestant  Hour  may  be  heard  on  radio 
stations  WJBO  Baton  Rouge;  WARB  Covin^oJ 
KJEF  Jennings;  KLPC  Lake  Charles;  KVJJJ 
New  Iberia;  WDSU  New  Orleans; 
Shreveport. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD#* 
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HILLY-SALEM  PROVIDES  RECREATION 


First  Row;  left  to  right,  Bobby  Jefcoat,  Mike  Colvin,  Micky  McCullin, 
Don  Upchurch,  Tommy  Stewart,  and  Bobby  McCullin. 

Second  Row;  left  to  right,  Rev.  Byrd  Terry,  Jimmy  Nobles,  Pete 
Larance,  Bruce  Smale,  and  Simmie  Nobles. 

Not  pictured:  James  G.  McCullin,  Joel  Larance,  Miles  McKee,  and 
Jerry  Singleon. 


Centenary  Awards 
Contract  For  New 
Dormitory 

A  Shreveport  contracting  firm 
has  been  awarded  the  contract  for 
construction  of  a  new  68-bed  dor¬ 
mitory  for  women  at  Centenary 
College. 

Southern  Builders,  Inc.,  submit¬ 
ted  the  low  bid  of  $376,040  for  the 
work,  Dr.  Jog  J.  Mickle,  president 
of  Centenary,  announced  last  week 
bids  from  e^ht  contractors  ranged 
to  a  high  of  $399,300. 

Initial  announcement  of  plans 
for  the  new  dormitory  was  made 
last  May  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Centenary  College  board  of 
trustees,  headed  by  Paul  M.  Brown 
of/ Shreveport.  At  that  time,  Brown 
announced  that  the  board  had  con¬ 
sidered  the  need  for  additional 
dormitory  space  for  women  and 
had  approved  application  to  the 
Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agen¬ 
cy  for  a  loan  to  finance  the  con¬ 
struction. 

L.  T.  Ramsdell,  field  engineer 
for  the  agency,  was  among  those 
present  for  the  opening  of  bids, 
along  with  Brown  and  Dr.  Mickle. 
Howard  Crumley,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees’  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  presided  at  the  meeting  at 
which  the  contract  was  awarded. 

Construction  will  begin  immed¬ 
iately,  Dr.  Mickle  said,  and  the 
building  xis  slated  for  completion  by 
Sept.  1,  1957.  The  dormitory  will 
be  located  just  west  of  the  T.  L. 
James  Memorial  Dormitory  and 
will  have  an  identical  floor  plan  of 
suites,  each  having  a  private  bath 
and  each  containing  beds '  for  four 
coeds.  A  guest  room,  infirmary  and 
apartment  for  the  dormitory  host¬ 
ess  also  will  be  included. 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
CONFERENCE  ANNOUNCED 

(Continued  from  page  1 ) 
r  \ 

Minns  S.  Robertson,  Marksville. 

Special  emphasis  will  be  given 
to  the  new  quadrennial  goals  and 
emphases  in  the  Methodist  Church. 


A  revival  has  just  closed  at  the 
Lee’s  Landing  Church  on  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel  Charge  with  nine  new 
members  added  to  the  church,  four 
on  profession  of  faith,  and  five  by 
transfer,  according  to  report. 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
has  been  re-organized  and  is  doing 
good  work  under  the  sponsorship  of 
Mrs.  Etta  Raiford  and  Mrs.  E.  B. 

SEPTEMBER  20,  1956 


Homecoming 
Services  At 
Log  an  sport 

Home-coming  services  and  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  fellowship  hall  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Alva  E.  Carroll, 
memorial  to  the  late  Alva  E.  Car- 
roll,  were  held  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  Logans  ■>  art  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  September  2,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  B. 
Grambling.  In  the  evening,  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Paxton  of  Lake’  Charles  g  a  v  e 
the  first  of  a  series  of  inspirational 
messages. 

The  pastor  welcomed  the  visitors 
to  the  home-coming  which  was  the 
second  one  and  which  will  be  an 
annual  affair. 

Following  a  dinner,  served  in  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall,  King  Vidler,  age  12, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Vidler,  un¬ 
veiled  a  plaque  on  the  wall  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Alva  E.  Carroll,  his  grand¬ 
father.  Mr.  Carroll,  who  passed  a- 
way  this  sumther,  was  a^nember  of 
the  church  and  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Stewards  for  31  years.  The 
room  will  be  knovm  as  the  Carroll 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  Hall  is  part 
of  the  new  church  educational 
building  which  was  completed  re¬ 
cently.  A  prayer  chapel,  classrooms, 
kitchen  and  other  meeting  space  is 
provided. 

Formal  dedication  of  the  new 
building  will  be  on  Sunday,  October 
28,  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  ac¬ 
cording  to  announcement. 


A  special  feature  on  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  churches  is  also  being  ar¬ 
ranged.  The  completed  program 
will  be  announced  later,  according 
to  Rev.  John  Sewell,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Town  and  Country 
Work. 

Pastors  and  lay  workers  of  Town 
and  Country  churches  are  urged 
to  register  early  by  send:ng  in  the 
$1.00  registration  fee  to  Pev.  John 
Sewell,  Franklinton,  La.  Room  and 
Board  for  the  three  day  camp  will 
cost  $6.00.  Registration,  is  limited 
to  100. 

Those  planning  to  attend  will 
need  to  bring  linens,  towels,  and 
blankets  as  well  as  personal  items. 


Lavigne.  Miss  Sophia  Neel  Lavigne 
is  the  leader  in  the  group  and  Don 
Guarglardo  is  the  president. 

Pictured  above  is  the  Youth  Choir 
of  the  church. 

Thfe  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  A. 
E.  Wingfield,  reports:  “The  interest 
among  our  group  is  about  the  best 
I  have  ever  seen.” 


As  a  means  of  recreation  and  fel¬ 
lowship  the  boys  of  the  Hilly  and 
Salem  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
Ruston  District  have  been  playing 
baseball  during  the  summer. 

The  boys  played  their  last  ball 
game  the  first  of  September.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Rev.  Byrd  Terry, 
pastor  of  the  churches,  the  boys 
have  played  each  Saturday 
morning  at  the  California  plant 


WORLD  CONFERENCE 
DISCUSSIONS  SUMMARIZED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

in  the  contemporary  world.  Better  theol-. 
oqical  education,  both  in  content  and  in 
extent,  was  held  to  be  essential  and  church 
bodies  were  challenged'  to  make  provision 
for  it. 

There  was  concern  for  ministerial^  re¬ 
cruitment:  all  bodies  reported  shortages. 
At  present  they  are  not  securing  sufficient 
numbers  of  candidates  to  fill  vacancies, 
not  to  mention  the  number  of  ministers 
needed  to  open  new  work. 

Warning:  “We  must  not  substitute  ‘pro¬ 
fessional  aptitudes’  for  the  ‘spiritual  call' 
in  securing  life  commitments  for  full¬ 
time  Christian  service.” 

SCIENCE  AND  RELIGION 
Old  supposed  conflicts  require  little  at¬ 
tention,  s:nce  a  full  understanding  of  the 
nature  and  function  of  each  makes  them 
complimentary  to  the  full  life.  The  so- 
called  "conflict  of  religion  and  science”  is 
a  "straw  man”  in  any  current  intelligent 
discussion  of  the  relations  of  the  two. 
Moral  control  of  science  appeared  to  be 
the  most  urgent  need. 

"We  are  of  one  mind  that  nuclear  power 
should  be  removed  as  an  instrument  for 
waging  war.” 

“Science  rn  and  by  itself  is  not  a  suf¬ 
ficient  gospel  for  this  age.  If  self  destruc¬ 
tion  is  to  be  avoided  we  must  “learn  more 
about  God  as  we  learn  more  about  chem¬ 
istry.” 

CHURCH  UNITY 

A  strategy  for  a  simultaneous  Christian 
advance  on  all  fronts  toward  a  common 
objective  by  means  of  unified  action  was 
held  to  be  a  prime  necessity  for  the  full 
impowerment  of  Protestant  churchman- 
ship. 

Groups  were  of  one  mind  in  stating  that 
organic  union  and  uniformity  could  not  be 
said  to  represent  the  position  of  Meth¬ 
odism  at  present.  They  also  agreed  that 
many  of  our  denominational  differences 
were  non-theological  in  nature. 

There  were  many  reminders  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion,  however,  that  the  f  pressing  con¬ 
temporary  problems  resulting  from  our 
divisions  should  not  dim  our  perspective 
in  sensing  our  distinctive  denomination  and 
Protestant  contributions  and  in  safe-guard¬ 
ing  their  perpetuation  in  any  plan  for 
church  union. 

“Methodism  has  much  to  gain  in  healthy 
church  union  and  it  also  has  much  to 
contribute.” 

EDUCATION 

The  need  for  a  restatement  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  view  of  a  philosophy  of  Christian 
education  in  terms  which  the  rank  and 
file  can  understand  received  unanimous  en¬ 
dorsement. 

“Religious  illiteracy  is  proving  to  be  one 
of  Protestantism's  most  serious  handicaps. 
Concern  is  real  that  our  churches,  grow¬ 
ing  in  numbers  and  in  material  strength, 
do  not  become  churches  of  “the  half-edu- 


field.  After  their  game  they  had  a 
devotional  service  and  refreshments 
were  served. 

Playing  were:  Bobby  Jafcoat, 
Mike  Colvin,  Micky  McCullin,  Don 
Upchurch,  Tommy  Stewart,  Bobby 
McCullin,  J imra^  Nobles,  Pete  Lar¬ 
ance,  Bruce  Smale,  Simmie  Nobles, 
James  G.  McCullin,  Joel  Larance, 
Mike  McKee,  and  Jerry  Singleton. 


cated  and  the  half-redeemed.” 

GENERAL  COMMENT 
Exact  agreement  was  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule  in  the  conclusions 
reached  by  the  twelve  discussion  groups. 
In  two  respects  we  have,  however,  Joined 
in  a  common  experience.  As  we  conversed 
in  Christian  fellowship,  like  Wesley,  our 
hearts  have  been  strangely  warmed  and  as 
we  separate,  we  carry  in  our  hearts  a 
common  dedication  “to  live  to  God  and 
to  help  others  to  live  to  God.” 


CENTENARY 
COLLEGE  NEWS 

Melvin  Simmons  of  Shreveport,  a 
tenor,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Centenary  College  Choir  for 
1956-57.  Other  new  officers  are  the 
following:  vice  president,  Dan 

Morse,  Tallulah;  coed  vice  president, 
Mary  Alice  Chatham,  Shreveport; 
secretary;  Warene  Boyd,  Bogalusa; 
treasurer,  Billy  Joe  Bryant,  Shreve¬ 
port;  directors,  soprano  section, 
James  Thompson,  Winnfield;  alto, 
Iris  Reaves,  Shreveport;  tenor, 
Charles  Wilder,  West  Monroe,  and 
bass  section,  Robert  Brooks,  Gilmer, 
Tex. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hughes,  instructor 
in  education,  has  been  elected  to 
succeed  F.  H.  Delaney,  director  of 
athletics,  as  president  of  the  Cente¬ 
nary  College  Faculty  Club.  Dr.  John 
B.  Entrikin,  head  of  the  chemistry 
department,  is  the  new  vice  pres¬ 
ident,  and  Mrs.  Fariebee  Self,  assist¬ 
ant  professor  of  mathematics,  was 
re-elected  secretary. 


Grady  WcWhiney  of  Shreveport,  a 
1950  graduate  of  Centenary  College, 
has  been  engaged  as  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  history  at  Millsaps  Col¬ 
lege,  Jackson,  Miss.  He  earned  his 
master’s  degree  at  Louisiana  State 
University  and  during  the  past  year 
has  been  working  on  his  doctorate 
at  Columbia  University,  New  York, 
on  an  $1,800  fellowship.  He  plans 
to  return  to  Columbia  in  November 
to  take  his  oral  examinations  for  his 
doctorate. 


✓ 


Page  Nine 


stPc^-po*  7At  CHILDREN 

ANNIE  WINBURNE.  EDITOR 


THE  SIGN  ON  THE  DOOR 

# 

By  Edna  and  Richard  Crest 


YIPPIE,”  Jackie  shouted,  “I’m 
a  rap-snortin’  cowboy  from 
the  Lazy  Bar  Ranch.”  As  he 
raced  across  the  lawn,  his 
little  dog  bounced  toward  him. 

Jackie  whirled  a  make-believe 
lasso  around  his  head.  “Out  o’  my 
way,  Pepper,”  he  warned,  “  or  I’ll 
hog-tie  you,  sure  enough.”  Pep¬ 
per  licked  his  hand,  then  followed 
him  into  the  house. 

Jackie’s  mother  greeted  him  with 
a  smile.  “Hello,  son.  How  was 
school?” 

Jackie  frowned.  “We  had  a  silly 
old  reading  lesson.’ 

“Don’t  you  like  reading?”  Mother 
asked. 

“No,”  Jackie  declared.  “When  I 
grow  up,  I’m  going  to  be  a  cowboy 
— and  cowboys  don’t  have  to  read. 
They  just  ride  horses  and  rope 
steers  and  stuff.” 

“We’ll  talk  more  about  that  la¬ 
ter,”  Mother  told  him.  “But  now 
I’d  Ike  you  to  jump  on  your  saddle 
and  get  me  some  salt  from  Prin¬ 
gle’s  grocery.” 

“Okay,  pardner.”  Jackie  swag¬ 
gered  out;  then — with  Pepper  at  his 
heels — he  galloped  down  to  the 
grocery.  On  the  door,  he  noticed 
a  sign  that  hadn’t  been  there  be¬ 
fore.  For  a  moment,  he  wondered 
what  it  said — then  he  remembered 
he  didn’t  care  about  reading,  and 
he  went  into  the  store  with  Pepper 
to  buy  the  salt. 

“Hello,  Mr.  Pringle,”  he  said  to 
the  grocer.  “I  came  to  buy  a  .  .  .” 

Jackie  didn’t  finish,  for  Pepper 
had  suddenly  seen  a  big  gray  cat 
sitting  on  a  crate.  In  a  flash  he  was 
after  it,  yipping  as  loudly  as  he 
could. 

“Yip!  Yip!”  barked  Pepper  hap¬ 
pily  as  he  chased  the  cat  through 
the  piles  of  squashy  tomatoes, 
grapes  and  plums — then  through  a 
stack  of  soap-powder  boxes — then 
along  a  counter.  Cans  of  beans, 
bottle  of  olives  and  a  two-pound 
bag  of  all-purpose  flour  came 
tumbling  down. 

Jackie  went  after  his  dog.  “Pep-, 
per,”  he  called,  “you  leave  that  cat 
alone.” 

Round  and  round  the  store  they 
all  ran,  until,  at  last,  the  cat  leaped 
high  onto  a  stalk  of  banaiias. 

“You  bad  dog,”  scolded  Jackie  as 
he  got  hold  of  Pepper’s  collar. 

“Arf.”  said  Pepper,  eyeing  the 
cat.  Mr.  Pringle  looked  at  his 
squashed  fruit  and  the  jumble  of 
vegetables,  boxes,  cans  and  bottles 
scattered  all  over  the  floor.  He 
looked  at  the  place  where  a  broken 
bag  of  flour  had  turned  everything 
white.  Then  he  looked  at  Jackie. 
“Didn’t  you  see  the  sign  on  the 
door?”  he  asked. 

“Oh,  yes,”  replied  Jackie.  “I  saw 
it.  It  had  two  short  words  and  two 
long  words. 

“Do  you  mean,”  said  Mr.  Pringle, 
surprised,  “that  you  couldn’t  read 
it?” 

*  “I  don’t  have  to  read,”  Jackie 
said.  “I’m  going  to  be  a  cowboy.” 


“Hram,”  said  the  grocer,  “sup¬ 
pose,  when  you’re  a  cowboy, 
you’re  camped  ’way  out  on  the 
range.  Suppose  a  messenger — who 
can’t  read,  either — comes  riding  up 
with  an  important  letter  from  the 
boss.  Suppose  the  letter  tells  you  to 
head  off  a  bunch  of  rustlers  coming 
down  Snake  Canyon.  But  because 
you  can’t  read  the  message,  the 
rustlers  will  steal  six  thousand 
head  of  cattle.  How  will  that  be?” 

“Gee,”  said  Jackie.  “Maybe  read¬ 
ing’s  all  right.  Maybe — ” 

Jackie  and  Pepper  followed  the 
grocer  out.  Mr.  Pringle  pointed  to 
the  first  word  on  the  sign  tacked 
to  the  door.  He  spelled  it:  “N-O.  Do 
you  know  what  that  word  it?” 

“No,”  said  Jackie. 

“That’s  right.” 

“What?”  Jackie  didn’t  under¬ 
stand. 

“N-O  spells  no,”  Mr.  Pringle 
explained.  “The  next  word  is 
D-O-G-S,  dogs.  The  next  word  is 
allowed,  and  the  last  one,  inside.” 

“Oh,”  said  Jackie,  “no  dogs  al¬ 
lowed  inside.  I’m  sorry,  Mr.  Prin¬ 
gle.” 

The  grocer  smiled.  “I  just  got  a 
new  cat  to  keep  mice  away,  so  I 
had  to  put  up  that  sign.  Now,  what 
did  you  come  to  buy?” 

“A  box  of  salt,”  Jackie  said. 
“And — and  I’ll  fix  up  the  store  for 
you.  'And  to  pay  for  the  things  that 
are  spoiled,  I’ll  deliver  some  gro- 


V 

A  BUNCH  OF  KEYS 

Mother  had  •  lost  the  key  of  her 
trunk  and  was  trying  to  find  a  new 
one  to  fit  the  lock.  Theodore  stood 
by  watching  her,  as  she  tried  dif¬ 
ferent  keys  in  turn,  until  finally 
one  was  found  that  opened  it  like 
magic. 

Soon  after,  Theodore  was  trying 
to  button  his  coat  in  a  great  hurry 
to  go  out  to  play.  But  the  top  but¬ 
ton  seemed  hard  to  fasten,  and, 
though  he  tugged,  fretted,  and 
pulled,  he  could  not  manage  it. 

“You  haven’t  tried  the  right  key 
Theodore,”  said  Mother. 

“Why,  what  key  would  work 
this?”  exclaimed  the  little  fellow, 
stopping  in  surprise. 

“Suppose  you  try  how  the  ‘pa¬ 
tience’  key  would  work  there,” 
suggested  Mother.  And,  sure 
enough,  with  just  a  little  quiet  pa¬ 
tience  the  button  was  fastened. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  Theodore 
came  running  in  again,  looking 
quite  vexed.  He  hardly  liked  to  tell 
his  mother  the  trouble,  but  at  last 
it  came  out  that  he  and  some  other 


eery  orders.” 

“It  happens,”  Mr.  Pringle  said, 
“that  I  do  have  one  order  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  Mrs.  Johnson.”  He  paused, 
and  gave  Jackie  a  wink.  “I’ll  write 
down  the  address  for  you.” 

Jackie  laughed.  “All  right,  Mr. 
Pringle — if  you’ll  show  me  how  to 
read  it.” — Presbyterian  Life. 


boys  had  disagreed  over  what  they 
should  play. 

Mother  was  quiet  for  a  little 
while,  then  she  said,  thoughtfully: 
“I  wonder  how  the  key  of  ‘unsel¬ 
fishness’  would  work  there.” 

Theodore  was  puzzled  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  then  a  bright  look  of 
understanding  came  into  his  face, 
and  with  a  smile  he  went  out  to 
play  again.  He  was  beginning  to 
understand  about  these  wonderful 
keys  with  which  God  provides  us. 

Before  bedtime  Theodore  found 
another  chance  to  try  the  powers  of 
one  of  Mother’s  useful  keys.  It  was 
just  about  his  little  brother  Ted’s 
sleepy  time,  and  the  wee  boy  was 
inclined  to  be  rather  cross  and  un¬ 
reasonable.  But  Theodore  remem¬ 
bered  what  a  small  boy  Ted  was, 
and  didn’t  answer  him  back.  So,  as 
it  always  “takes  two  to  make  a 
quarrel,”  of  course  there  could  not 
be  one  that  time. 

When  nurse  came  to  carry  Ted  off 
to  bed,  Mother  said  softly  to  Theo¬ 
dore:  “The  key  of  ‘silence’  was  use- 
full  that  time,  wasn’t  it,  dear?  You 
will  soon  have  quite  a  bunch  of 
keys  to  carry  with  you,  and  you 
will  often  fin’d  them  useful.” 

We  may  all  have  a  bunch,  if  we 
will  ask  for  them  in  prayer.  They 
will  open  many  a  difficult  door  for 
us,  until  at  length  we  enter  in  at 
that  heavenly  door.— Herald  of 
Mercy,  London. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 

—t - - - > — 

He  loved  fishing  so  much  that  he 
thought  everyone  else  had  to  love 
it.  In  his  zeal  he  took  a  novice  with 
him  on  a  fishing  trip,  furnishing 
all  the  tackle.  The  expert  settled 
the  novice  in  a  likely  spot  and  then 
began  fishing  not  far  away.  In  a 
little  while  the  novice  called,  “How 
much  do  these  red  and  green 
things  cost?” 

“You  mean  the  float?”  the  ex¬ 
pert  replied.  “Oh,  about  a  dime,  I 
guess.” 

“Well,”  said  the  novice,  “I  owe 
you  a  dime;  mine  has  sunk.” — 
Journeyman  Barber. 

*  *  • 

Two  members  of  a  north  country 
church  were  talking  about  their 
minister’s  singing  voice. 

One  said:  “They  say  his  singing 
over  the  radio  helped  sell  thousands 
of  radio  sets.’ 

“I  can  quite  believe  that,”  said 
the  other.  “After  hearing  him,  I 
sold  mine.” — Tit-Bits,  London. 

•  *  * 

Bootblack.  “Shine  your  shoes, 

mister?” 

Busniessman:  “No.” 

Bootblack:  “Shine  ’em  so  you 

can  see  your  face?’ 

Businessman.  “No.” 

Bootblack:  “Don’t  blame  you.” 

•  •  • 

Mother:  John,  you’ve  been  fight¬ 
ing  again!  You’ve  lost  two  of  your 
front  teeth! 

John:  Oh,  no,  Mother,  I  haven’t. 

I  have  them  in  my  pocket. 


A  KNIFE,  PLEASE 


When  Mother  fixes  up  my  lunch 
For  school  she  always  tries 
To  put  in  just  the  things  she  should 
For  boys  about  my  size.  * 

Today  I  found  an  apple  there, 

A  sandwich  and  such  things 
As  help  to  make  me  grow  each  day, 
s  She  says  they’re  fit  for  kings. 
And  Betty  who  ate  next  to  me 
As  the  apple  came  in  view, 

Said  as  she  opened  wide  her  mouth, 

“ I’d  give  a  bite  to  you.” 

I  really  like  to  share  my  things 
But  this  I  know  is  right, 

That  when  I  share  such  things  as  food 
1  should  cut  off  the  bite. — A.E.W. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  * 

ARKANSAS  -  LOUISIANA  AREA 


WORLD  FEDERATION  OF  METHODIST 
WOMEN  ELECTS  OFFICERS 


Left  to  right:  Miss  Muriel  Sinnett,  London,  Secretary;  Mrs.  Paul  Ar¬ 
rington,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Ernest  Scholz,  Berlin, 
President;  and  Miss  Henrietta  Gibon,  New  York,  Treasurer. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C., 
(MI)— The  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women,  whose  member¬ 
ship  of  4,500,000  in  35  countries  is 
said  to  comprise  the  largest  body 
of  Protestant  Women,  affiliated 
with  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  during  the  12-day  international 
conference. 

The  conference  is  sponsored 
every  five  years  by  the  council,  an 
executive  body  linking  40  Metho¬ 
dist  communions  in  more  than  70 
countries.  Some  2,500  delegates  and 
accredited  visitors  attended  the 
sessions. 

Meeting  preliminary  to  the  con¬ 
ference,  the  women’s  federation 
elected  Mrs.  Ernst  Scholz  of  Ber¬ 
lin,  Germany,  president  to  succeed 
Mrs.  Ottilia  de  Chaves  of  Brazil. 

Other  new  officers  are  Mrs.  Paul 
Arrington,  Jackson,  Miss.,  vice 
president;  Miss  Muriel  Stinnett  of 
London,  England,  secretary;  and 
Miss  Henrietta  Gibson  of  New  York 
City,  treasurer. 

Elected  to  eight  newly-created 
Posts  of  regional  vice-president 
were  Mrs.  T.  Otto  Nall,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  for  North  America,  and  the 
following: 

East  Africa,  Miss  Susan  Berry; 
South  Africa,  Mrs.  Herbert  Baley; 
Asia,  Mrs.  Jose  Valencia;  Austra¬ 
lasia,  Mrs.  Ravmond  J.  Latham; 
Europe,  Mrs.  Signe  Nyquist;  Cen¬ 
tal  and  South  America,  Mrs.  Anita 
Araya;  Great  Britain,  Dr.  Dorothy 
Earrar. 

“Christian  women  have  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role  in  saving  this  world  from 
destruction,”  the  700  women  lead- 
ers  in  attendance  were  told  by 
1  h  e  i  r  outgoing  president,  Mrs. 
Chaves. 

Challenging  the  group  to  “pro- 
m°te  peace  which  gun-powder  and 
treaties  signed  by  men  have  not 
“een  able  to  accomplish,”  Mrs. 


said  “it  is  our  task  to  help  awaken 
the  women  of  every  country,  of 
every  race  and  creed,  to  their  res¬ 
ponsibility  as  builders  of  world 
peace.” 

Another  speaker,  Mrs.  Grace 
Holmes  Barbrey  of  the  United 
Nations  secretariat,  asked  the  fed¬ 
eration  to  continue  and  expand  its 
projects  in  the  interest  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Children’s  Fund. 

“All  the  900,000,000  children  of 
the  world  are  mot  in  dire  want,” 
she  said,  “but  millions  are  in  real 
need.” 

Speeches,  workshops,  and  discus¬ 
sion  groups  centered  on  three  em¬ 
phases:  evangelism,  citizenship  and 
the  devotional  life. 

Eight  new  national  units  were 
aded  to  the  federation,  making  42 
in  all. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

“Christmas  Around  The  World” 
was  the  title  of  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  held  recently  at  Vantrease 
Methodist  Church  by  members  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  Chester  Davidson,  Secretary 
of  Supply  work,  was  responsible 
for  the  program  arrangements, 
welcomed  the  group  and  stated 
the  needs  of  the  Hiroshima  Girls 
School  in  Hiroshima,  Japan,  where 
the  second  quarter’s  supply  ask¬ 
ing  are  directed.  The  purpose  of 
the  “Christmas  in  August”  pro¬ 
gram  was  explained  as  cultivation 
of  a  second -mile  giving  to  this  in¬ 
stitution. 

Mrs.  M.  E  .Scott  read  the  scrip¬ 
ture. 

The  worship  setting  consisted  of 
a  miniature  lighted  church  and  a 
world  globe  under  an  arch  inscrib¬ 
ed,  “Christ,  Peace,  The  Way”  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  small  school,  hospi¬ 


tal,  store,  postoffice,  and  a  creche 
with  a  candle  for  each.  Mrs.  Perry 
Bolding,  the  reader,  explained  how 
the  church  reaches  the  world 
through  labor,  love,  and  sharing. 
Christmas  carols  were  sung  to  pia¬ 
no  accompaniment  by  Mrs.  Estes 
Reese.  The  candles  were  lighted  by 
the  following  members  represent¬ 
ing  each  of  the  eight  circles  and 
the  Guild:  Mrs.  F.  S.  Waller,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Cameron,  Mrs.  Reese,  Mrs. 
Hop  Ward,  Mrs.  John  Rickey,  Mrs. 
W.  M.  Meeks,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Rankin 
McCarty,  Mrs.  James  Strother  and 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Sissons.  The  love  offer¬ 
ing  received  by  candlelight  was 
placed  under  a  brightly  lighted 
Christmas  tree. 

A  social  hour,  hekL  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall,  followed  the  program. 
Mrs.  Joe  Sanders  of  Destrahan,  La., 
a  former  member  of  the  society 
presided  at  the  refreshment  table. 
Used  in  the  decorations  was  a  fan 
arrangements  of  yellow  asters.  Jap¬ 
anese  lanterns  covered  the  lights. 
— Reporter. 


A  most  informative  meeting  was 
that  on  Tuesday  morning,  Septem¬ 
ber  11th,  with  ladies  of  the  Many 
Methodist  Woman’s  Society  hostess 
to  members  from  Zwolle,  Noble,  and 
Prospect  for  Officers-Training  and 
“Quadrennial  Goals — 1956-1960”.  A 
beautiful  worship  was  arranged  by 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Tannerhill  and  Mrs.  John 


Miss  Edith  Martin  and  Mrs.  El¬ 
mer  Hook  used  some  of  the  time 
at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  at  Lake  Ju- 
naluska  to  discuss  devotional  liter¬ 
ature  and  look  at  the  exhibit  of 
THE  UPPER  ROOlft. 

Miss  Martin,  whose  home  is  in 
Harrison,  Arkansas,  is  a  missionary 
in  the  Belgian  Congo,  with  special 
responsibility  of  writing  and  edit¬ 
ing  literature  for  the  people  there. 
For  the  past  three  years  she  has 
been  active  in  correlating  the  work 
of  the  day  school  and  the  Sunday 
school  under  inter-denominational 


Godfrey,  using  the  Quadrennial  goal 
poster  with  a  background  of  lovely 
Bronze  mums  placed  beneath  the 
lighted  cross.  Mrs.  S.  F.  Fraser  reg¬ 
istered  the  group  and  invited  them 
to  a  short  coffee  period  with  Mrs. 
O.  E.  Williams,  Mrs.  Eula  Whitting¬ 
ton,  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hancock  presid¬ 
ing  over  the  coffee-serve,  and 
served  delicious  cookies. 

The  meeting  came  to  worship  by 
singing  “Jesus  Calls  Us”  followed 
by  prayer  with  Mrs.  Salter  of  Zwolle 
W.S.C.S.  leading.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Patter¬ 
son,  Jr.,  of  Shreveport,  District 
President  of  Shreveport  District, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  McDonald  of  Rodessa, 
La.,  District  Promotion  Secretary, 
Mrs.  John  T.  Dunn,  Greenwood,  La., 
District  Christian  Social  Relations 
Secretary,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Day  of 
Shreveport,  Status  of  Women  Sec¬ 
retary,  presented  the  Goals,  giving 
instructions  for  each  Officer  and  ex¬ 
plaining  the  system  of  reporting. 

Closing  meditation  was  in  charge 
of  Many  with  Mrs.  John  Koelmayer 
singing  the  solo  part  as  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Tannerhill  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hancock 
gave  the  Scripture  interpretation. 

A  “Dutch-Treat  Lunch”  was  en¬ 
joyed  at  L&L>Cafe,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Mof¬ 
fett,  Spiritual  Life  Secretary  of 
Many  W.S.C.S.,  saying  the  “Grace 
for  the  Meal”.  The  program  closed 
by  the  entire  group  singing  “Bless 
Be  The  Tie”.  Thirty-seven  attended 
the  day’s  session. 


auspices,  and  she  is  planning  tp 
continue  this  work  after  her  fur¬ 
lough. 

Until  January  Miss  Martin  will 
be  in  Nashville,  studying  in  Scar- 
ritt,  Peabody  and  Vanderbilt,  with 
special  attention  given  to  Christian 
Education  and  Christian  Literature 
of  all  denominations. 

Mrs.  Hook,  of  Mt.  Sequoyah,  is 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Projects  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference, 
and  is  looking  forward  to  Miss  Mar¬ 
tin’s  being  in  Arkansas  in  January, 
February,  March  and  April. 


Mrs.  Elmer  H.  Hook,  left,  Mt.  Sequoyah  and  Miss  Edith  Martin,  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo. 


Visitors  At  World  Methodist 
Conference 
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Christian  Education 


HOW  TO  ATTRACT  AND  DEVELOP  NEW 
ADULT  LEADERS 

By  Col.  Claude  E.  Haswell 
Director  of  Adult  Work ,  Camden  District 


NEWS 


PROMOTION 


cultivation 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 

\ 


ONE  of  the  most  vital  and  in¬ 
teresting  subjects  discussed 
at  the  recent  Adult  Leader¬ 
ship  Workshop  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  was  the  matter  of  attract¬ 
ing  and  developing  new  leadership 
in  adult  work  in  the  local  church. 
Pastors  and  lay  workers  from  the 
eight  states  included  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  contributed 
many  valuable  ideas  during  the 
discussions  pertaining  to  this  sub¬ 
ject. 

Apparently  most  of  our  church 
schools  face  the  common  problem 
of  attrition  and  advancing  age  of 
some  of  their  most  effective  Adult 
Division  leaders.  In  too  many  cases 
there  has  been  no  planned  program 
for  enlisting  and  training  leaders  to 
replace  those  being  lost  through 
various  causes.  The  human  material 
is  available  in  most  of  our  churches 
but  pastors  and  lay  leaders  find  it 
difficult  to  enlist  their  most  promis¬ 
ing  and  capable  members  for  leader¬ 
ship  service.  In  some  cases  where 
enlistment  efforts  have  been  suc¬ 
cessful,  no  effective  plan  has  been 
developed  for  the  training  of  these 
new  workers.  As  a  result,  many  of 
them  become  discouraged  as  they 
view  the  apparent  ineffectiveness  of 
their  efforts. 

This,  then,  is  the  problem  which 
faces  so  many  of  our  pastors  and 
church  school  officers.  What  meas¬ 
ures  are  likely  to  prove  effective  in 
solving  this  problem?  It  must  be 
realized  that  there  is  no  rigid  and 
specific  plan  which  will  apply  to 
all  situations.  However,  there  are 
certain  principles  which  may  be 
used  in  the  development  of  a  plan 
for  any  particular  local  church. 

In  looking  around  for  potential 
leadership  material  it  may  be  well 
to  look  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
active  church  membership  and  con¬ 
sider  the  entire  community  as  a 
field  for  the  enlistment  of  workers. 
Perhaps  there  are  some  men  and 
women  who  have  drifted  away  from 
church  activity  or  affiliations;  yet 
some  of  these  possess  educational 
background  or  specific  abilities 
which  would  prove  valuable  in  the 
leadership  program  of  the  church 
school.  Some  of  these  may  have  lost 
interest  in  the  church  because  they 
have  never  been  asked  to  perform 
any  specific  duties.  If  approached  in 
the  proper  manner  by  someone  who 
knows  and  understands  them,  they 
may  be  quite  willing  to  enroll  in  an 
adult  leadership  class. 

Much  of  the  talent  of  regular 
church  school  attendants  remains 
“hidden  under  a  bushel”  in  situa- 
l  tions  where  they  are  never  encour- 
-  aged  to  express  their  ideas  or  opin¬ 
ions.  This  is  especially  true  in  clas¬ 
ses  where  the  only  function  of  the 
members  is  that  of  passive  listeners 
to  lecture-type  lessons.  Much  valu-* 
able  talent  remains  undiscovered  in 
large  classes  where  the  teacher  does 
all  the  talking.  Many  class  members 
will  display  unsuspected  knowledge 
and  abilities  in  small  classes  where 
they  are  encouraged  to  participate 
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in  discussions  and  panel  sessions. 
Such  persons  should  be  encouraged 
to  do  outside  reading  and  to  enroll 
in  leadership  classes.* 

Many  local  churches  follow  the 
practice  of  having  interest  indicators 
filled  out  by  all  adult  members  at 
frequent  intervals.  Most  members 
are  interested  in  some  phase  of 
church  and  church  school  activity. 
They  may  not  indicate  this  interest 
in  conversation  but  they  are  usually 
willing  to  indicate  their  activity 
preference  on  an  interest  indicator 
form.  Most  people  are  willing  to- 
begin  work  in  areas  with  which 
they  already  have  some  familiarity. 

Every  church  school  should  con¬ 
duct  a  training  class  for  teachers 
once  a  year,  if  not  more  often.  Many 
fine  teacher  prospects  are  unwilling 
to  assume  teaching  responsibility 
until  they  have  had  some  specific 
training  for  the  job.  Some  of  the 
older  teachers  may  have  “gotten  in¬ 
to  a  rut”  and  will  need  instruction 
in  more  modern  teaching  methods. 
Those  pastors  and  church  school  of¬ 
ficers  who  are  interested  in  or¬ 
ganizing  a  teacher  training  class 
should  secure  and  study  Educational 
Service  Booklet  No.  700-B:  “Manual 
for  Christian  Workers’  Schools.” 
This  booklet  will  answer  questions 
regarding  length  and  content  of 
courses,  resource  materials,  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  certification  of  instruc¬ 
tor  and  other  related  matters. 

Many  church  school  leaders  face 
the  problem  of  declining  interest 
in  classes  where  the  teacher  is  dull, 
ineffective  and  uninspiring,  yet  is 
unwilling  to  resign  in  favor  of  some 
more  effective  worker.  Some  church 
schools  have  solved  this  problem  by 
creating  a  pool  of  teachers  from 
which  instructors  are  assigned  to 
classes  to  conduct  particular  units 
of  study.  While  this  method  may  not 
work  in  Young  Adult  classes  where 
interest  and  loyalty  have  been  built 
around  a  particular  teacher,  it  us¬ 
ually  proves  effective  in  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  older  adult  classes. 

The  fact  that  church  school  work¬ 
ers  now  display  increasing  interest 
in  learning  how  to  perform  their 
duties  properly  points  to  an  era  of 
increasing  effectiveness  of  our  Meth¬ 
odist  church  schools.  The  combined 
effort  of  these  workers  is  certain  to 
bear  fruit  in  developing  a  larger 
group  of  church  members  who  are 
“doers  of  the  word  and  not  hearers 
only.” 


Certification  Of 
Ministers  Of'Music 

Information  concerning  the  certi¬ 
fication  of  ministers  of  music  in 
Methodist  churches  is  now  available. 

The  information,  along  with  ap¬ 
plication  blanks  for  certification,  is 
contained  in  a  leaflet,  8371-B,  issued 
by  the  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education. 

In  compliance  with  a  directive  of 
the  1952  General  Conference,  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church  has 
developed  standards  governing  the 


FELLOWSHIP  OF  ADULT  WORKERS 
WITH  YOUTH 


TRAINING  SCHOOL 
AT  MENA 

A  Leadership  Training  School 
is  being  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Mena,  September  17,  18 
and  19.  Classes  began  each  evening 
at  7  p.m.  and  close  at  9  p.m.  This 
school  is  for  the  purpose  of  training 
workers  in  the  Church  School. 

There  are  courses  for  all  age 
workers.  A  course  on  “Adult  Work 
in  the  Church  School”  is  being 
taught  by  the  Reverend  Howard 
L.  Williams,  pastor  of  the  College 
Hill  Methodist  Chufch  in  Texar¬ 
kana.  A  course  for  the  young  peo¬ 
ple,  “Youth  and  Christian  Fellow¬ 
ship”,  is  being  taught  by  Rev.  John 
Hassler,  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
Director  of  Youth  Work,  from  Little 
Rock.  The  course  for  the  workers 
with  youth,  “Teaching  Youth”,  is 
taught  by  the  Reverend  Harold 
Davis,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Malvern.  The  course 
for  workers  with  children,  “Plan¬ 
ning  for  Children  in  the  Church”, 
is  taught  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates 
of  Little  Rock.  Conference  Director 
of  Children’s  Work. 

The  First  Methodist  Church,  Me¬ 
na,  is  the  host  church,  and  other 
churches  in  this  area  were  in¬ 
vited  to  attend.  The  enrollment  is 
expected  to  include  Cherry  Hill, 
Cove,  Old  Cove.  Hatfield,  Wickes, 
Vandervoort,  Gillham,  Shady 
Grove,  and  Mountain  View.  The 
assembly  periods  conducted  each 
evening  at  7:50  were  conducted 
by  the  pastors  of  the  surrounding 
charges,  the  Reverends  Hollis 
Simpson,  Weldon  Rye,  and  W.  R. 
Johnson.  The  Rev.  Warren  D.  Gold¬ 
en  is  the  Dean  of  the  School. 


work  of  the  minister  of  music  in 
the  local  church,  and  the  General 
Conference  enacted  legislation  in 
harmony  with  the  directive.  The 
standards  are  contained  in  the  leaf¬ 
let  mentioned  above.  They  can  serve 
the  following  purposes: 

1.  To  guide  local  churches  in  eval¬ 
uating  persons  being  considered  for 
music  leadership. 

2.  To  guide  educational  institu¬ 
tions  in  preparing  students  for  the 
position  of  minister  of  music. 

3.  To  guide  individuals  as  they 
prepare  to  become  ministers  of 
music. 

4.  To  provide  a  basis  by  which 
the  church  can  certify  the  compe¬ 
tency  of  music  leaders. 

The  standards  and  procedures  for 
certification  of  ministers  of  music 
have  been  established  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  but  the 
certifying  agency  is  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  board  of  education,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Walter  Towner,  of 
the  Local  Church  Division  staff.  He 
pointed  out  that  it  is  traditional  in 
Methodism  for  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  administer  provisions  devel¬ 
oped  through  General  Conference 
action. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  the  executive 


The  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  is 
stressing  the  need  for  fellowships 
of  adult  workers  with  youth  on 
local  church,  subdistrict  and  district 
levels. 

“It  has  been  our  experience  that 
adult  workers  with  youth  need  to 
get  together  for  training,  for  shar¬ 
ing  problems  and  successes,  and  for 
fellowship  and  inspiration,”  said  the 
Rev.  Lewis  E.  Durham  of  the  Youth 
Department  staff. 

To  promote  the  fellowship,  the 
staff  has  prepared  a  leaflet,  A  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Adult  Workers  With 
Youth,  the  general  purpose  of  which 
is  “to  stimulate  these  fellowships 
among  adult  workers  with  youth  in 
the  local  church.”  The  leaflet  con¬ 
tains  a  statement  as  to  how  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  adult  workers  may  meet 
the  challenge  of  youth  in  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  a  calendar  of  topic 
suggestions  for  meetings,  and  a  list 
of  useful  resources. 

Also,  a  continuing  source  of  help 
will  be  a  new  page,  “Shop  Talk,” 
to  be  run  in  the  magazine,  Workers 
With  Youth.  This  page  will  con¬ 
tain  monthly  program  suggestions 
for  local  church  groups  of  youth 
workers. 

Another  innovation  will  be  a  sup¬ 
plement  to  Kit,  the  bulletin  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Youth  Department  for 
conference,  district  and  subdistrict 
leaders  of  youth.  The  supplement 
will  be  called  “Adult  Special”.  Pub¬ 
lished  quarterly,  it  will  contain  sug¬ 
gestions  for  conference  and  district 
directors  of  youth  work  in  subdis¬ 
trict  or  district  meetings  of  adult 
workers. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  Youth  De¬ 
partment  staff  that  every  local 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  should 
b«k  as  nearly  as  possible  a  “re¬ 
demptive  fellowship,”  that  each  lo¬ 
cal  MYF  should  be  led  into  such  an 
experience.  The  adult  worker,  how¬ 
ever,  cannot  provide  this  leadership 
unless  he  himself  has  experienced  a 
redemptive  fellowship,  it.  was  said. 

Pastors,  persons  contemplating 
certification  as  ministers  of  music, 
and  others  interested  in  this  phase 
of  Christian  education  will  find  the 
information  contained  in  8371-B  of 
great  value.  Order  free  from  the 
Service  Department,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

A  Fellowship  of  Adult  Workers 
With  Youth  (2456-B)  is  free  from 
the  Service  Department,  General 
Board  of  Education,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville  2,  Tenn.  The  magazine, 
Workers  With  Youth,  is  available 
from  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  that  serves  you,  price  45  cents 
a  quarter. 

secretaries  of  conference  boards  of 
education,  Mr.  Towner  said: 

“Conference  boards  now  have  op¬ 
portunity  to  assist  in  improving 
music  in  the  church.  It  is  now  pos¬ 
sible  to  perfect  a  working  relation¬ 
ship  between  music  and  Christian 
education  to  the  benefit  of  both. 
Experience  will  acquaint  us  with 
further  opportunities.  A  very  sig¬ 
nificant  thing  has  happened  which 
has  great  potentiality!” 
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Turn  Your  Dreams 
Into  Altars 

'  By  WILLIAM  P.  FRASER 


Editor’s  Note:  This  is  an  address  which  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fraser  delivered  to  the  student  body  at  Centenary  shortly 
tefore  the  end  of  the  semester.  Mr.  Fraser  was  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Religion  at  Centenary  for  several  years  before 
accepting  the  pastorate  of  the  Plaquemine  Church. 


ONE  of  the  greatest  aids  to  successful  living 
is  the  study  of  the  lives  of  men  and 
women  who  themselves  have  lived  suc¬ 
cessfully.  One  such  man  was  Jacob,  who 
was  human  enough  and  weak  enough  to  have 
been  our  contemporary.  Though  he  lived  long 
ago,  I  have  often  wondered  how  Jacob,  who  de¬ 
ceived  his  father,  tricked  his  brother,  and  out¬ 
witted  the  uncle  who  befriended  him,  could  have 
overcome  his  own  weaknesses  to  live  successful¬ 
ly— for  he  did  just  that.  , 

Then  one  day  when  perusing  this  ancient 
record,  I  found  the  secret  of  Jacob’s  life.  It  was 
very  simple:  He  knew  how  to  turn  his  dreams 
into  altars.  We  can  picture  Jacob  lying  down  on 
the  plain  at  night  choosing  a  stone  over  which  he 
probably  placed  his  folded  cloak,  looking  up  at 
the  stars  and  allowing  his  thoughts  to  dwell  up¬ 
on  the  home  that  he  had  left  and  the  wrong 
that  he  had  done. 

Emmanuel  Kant,  the  German  philosopher, 
once  wrote:  “Two  things  fill  me  with  awe,  the 
starry  heavens  above  and  the  moral  sense  with¬ 
in.” 

This  was  an  awed  Jacob,  who,  that  night, 
dreamed  a  dream  and  the  diext  morning  arose 
to  make  an  altar  of  the  stone  on  which  he  laid 
his  head  saying,  “Surely  God  was  in  this  place.” 
The  moment  Jacob  learned  to  consecrate  his 
dreams  his  life  was  different. 

I  do  not  know  what  your  dreams  are.  I 
know  what  mine  were  when  I  was  your  age, 
though  as  a  whole  I  think  yours  would  be  more 
realistic,  more  practical,  and  more  mature  than 
those  of  my  college  generation.  But  we  all  have 
dreams  and  aspirations. 

Shakespeare’s  character,  Prospero,  in  the 
“Tempest”  is  made  to  say,  “We  are  such  stuff  as 
dreams  are  made  on.”  Although  dreams  may  not 
^  the  stuff  out  of  which  our  lives  are  made, 
they  at  least  make  up  a  large  part  of  our  living. 

Time  Magazine  in  the\ear  that  you  who  are 
seniors  were  freshmen  conducted  a  nation-wide 
survey  on  the  subject  of  the  Nation’s  youth  and 
then  wrote  a  feature  article  on  what  they  found. 
That  article  begins  like  this: 

“What  of  today’s  youth?  Some  are  smoking 
rnarijuana;  some  are  dying  in  Korea;  some  are 
going  to  college  with  their  wives;  some  are  mak- 
lng  $400  a  week  in  television;  some  are  sure  they 
will  be  blown  to  bits  by  the  atom  bomb;  some 
Pray;  some  are  raising  the  highest  towers  and 
running  the  fastest  machines  in  the  world.  Some 
JVear  blue  jeans;  some  Dior  gowns.  Some  want 
o  vote  the  Republican  ticket.  Some  want  to 
y  to  the  moon.” 


Thus  Time  enumerates  some  of  the  hopes 
th  ^mer^can  youth,  but  I  am  thinking  now  of 
e  dreams  \ye  all  more  or  less  share  in  common, 
reams  that  may  include  the  girl  or  the  boy 
^eside  you,  or  the  girl  or  wife  at  home,  or  the 
aby  in  the  crib.  Dreams  of  being  admitted  to 
edical  school,  or  law,  or  seminary,  or  a  job  as 
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a  geologist  or  teacher  or  nurse — or  making  the 
varsity  basketball  team  or  the  honor  roll  or  a 
student  body  office. 

Or  a  dream  that  may  be  no  more  far-reach¬ 
ing  than  a  date  with  a  certain  person  on  Satur¬ 
day  night,  although  such  things  themselves  can 
be  far-reaching. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  secret  of  successful 
living  is  to  find  like  Jacob  ways  of  building 
altars  upon  which  to  consecrate  these  dreams. 
This  is  not  easy  to  do  in  America  today  in  the 
business  world,  in  the  social  world,  or  on  a 
college  campus. 

An  Englishman  visiting  America  was  asked 
to  give  his  impressions  of  our  way  of  life.  He 
replied  with  three  words — Power,  Wealth,  Ac¬ 
celeration.  All  of  these  have  to  do  with  material 
values  and  thus  tend  to  squeeze  out  what  Pro¬ 
fessor  Otto  saw  as  the  basic  element  of  human 
existence  and  which  he  called  “The  Idea  of  the 
Holy”. 

But  it  is  the  latter  of  these — speed,  the  ac¬ 
celerated  tempo  of  modern  existence,  which  is 
the  most  devastating  to  the  spiritual  values.  Our 
grandfathers  thought  nothing  of  waiting  a  week 
for  a  stage  coach  to  take  them  overland,  whereas 
we  grow  annoyed  if  we  miss  one  section  of  a 
revolving  door. 

Some  one  recently  informed  me  that  the 
average  college  student  spent  17  minutes  eating 
a  meal  in  the  college  cafeteria — a  vital  bit  of 
information  for  anyone  planning  a  student  activ¬ 
ity. 

We  spend  our  days  as  if  we  were  at  a 
perpetual  carnival  hastening  from  one  thrill  to 
the  next.  Thus  each  new  experience  acts  as  a 
booster  shot  to  keep  us  under  the  influence  of 
a  sort  of  madness.  And  we  become  slaves  to 
the  watch,  the  calendar,  and  the  telephone. 

Someone  likened  our  civilization  to  a  col¬ 


lective  change  of  posture  to  escape  pain. 

Amy  Lowell  tells  of  a  dream  she  had  as  she 
was  reading  from  the  pages  of  the  classical 
writers  when  the  noise  of  the  city  and  a  circus 
tent  kept  intruding  into  her  window.  She  wrote 
her  drama  in  these  words: 


“So  it  went  all  day, 

And  the  poets  withdrew,  baffled, 

And  the  circus  tent  swelled  to  a  prodigious 
size 

And  hung  before  me  as  all  America. 

And  the  sorrow  of  jungle  animals  wasting 
themselves  upon  sawdust  entered  my 
heart 

And  the  glory  and  grief  of  the  trapeze  artists 

And  their  useless  perfection 

Rasped  my  nerves  with  the  prick  of  hail. 

So  it  was  all  day. 

And  all  day  I  watched  and  saw  my  country 
Swallowed  up  by  the  huge  tent, 

Far  from  trees,  sweltering  in  a  hot  dust, 
Crying  its  delight  cheaply  and  violently 
Through  the  voices  of  peanut  men  and 
clowns.” 


The  tragedy  of  our  lives  is  that  we  are  busy 
about  many  things  without  knowing  why.  We 
engage  in  activities  without  evaluating  them. 
We  pursue  temporary  objectives  without  organ¬ 
izing  them  around  a  central  purpose.  In  short 
we  have  our  dreams  but  we  oftentimes  allow 
them  to  fade  into  the  background  and  vanish 
without  finding  or .  making  some  altar  upon 
which  to  consecrate  them.  ' 

The  great  scientist,  Darwin,  gives  this  con¬ 
fession  and  testimonial.  “Up  to  the  age  of  30  or 
beyond  it,  poetry  of  many  kinds,  such  as  the 
words  of  Milton,  Gray,  Byron,  Wordsworth, 
Coleridge,  and  Shelley,  gave  me  great  pleasure, 
and  even  as  a  school  boy,  I  took  intense  delight 
in  Shakespeare,  especially  in  historical  plays. 
Pictures  gave  me  considerable,  and  music  very 
great  delight.  But  now  for  many  years  I  cannot 
endure  to  read  a  line  of  poetry.  I  have  also  al¬ 
most  lost  my  taste  for  pictures  or  music. 

I  retain  some  taste  for  fine  scenery,  but  it 
does  not  cause  me  the  exquisite  delight  which 
it  formerly  did. 

My  mind  seems  to  have  become  a  kind  of 
machine  for  grinding  general  laws  out  of  large 
collections  of  facts.  .  .  If  I  had  to  live  my  life 
again,  I  would  have  made  a  rule  to  read  some 
poetry  and  listen  to  some  music  at  least  once 
every  week  for  perhaps  the  parts  of  my  brain 
now  atrophied  would  thus  have  kept  active 
through  use.  The  loss  of  these  tastes  is  the  loss 
of  happiness  and  may  possibly  be  injurious  to 
the  intellect  and  more  probably  to  the  moral 
character  by  infeebling  the  emotional  part  of 
our  nature.” 

■  - 

We  are  all  dreamers.  When  our  dreams  re¬ 
main  selfish  and  secular,  untouched  by  the  hand 
of  GOD,  they  become  either  fantasies  that  fade 
away  and  leave  disillusionment  and  despair  or 
else  they  become  fiendish  nightmares  which  de¬ 
stroy  us — but  on  the  other  hand,  if  our  lives  and 
dreams  and  hopes  are  committed  and  conse¬ 
crated,  then  our  romances  eventuate  into  homes, 
our  job  preparations  into  vocations,  our  hobbies 
into  avocations,  and  our  lives  become  filled  with 
meaning  and  purpose.  Let  us  learn  early  the 
secret  of  the  abundant  and  successful  life — turn 
your  pillows  into  altars  and  lay  your  dreams 
upon  them. 

“Wherever  souls  of  men  have  worshipped,  there 
Is  God:  where  old  cathedrals  climb  the  sky. 

Or  shining  hillsides  lift  their  heads  on  high, 

Or  silent  woodland  spaces  challenge  prayer, 

Or  inner  chambers  shut  the  heart  from  care; 
Where  broken  temples  of  old  faiths  now  lie,’ 
Forgotten  in  the  sun,  or  swallows  cry 
At  dusk  about  some  crossroads  chapel,  bare 
Alike  of  bells  and  beauty;  where  saints  walked 
Of  old  with  speaking  presences  unseen, 

Or  dreaming  boys  with  quiet  voices  talked 
In  pairs  last  night  on  some  still  college  green jw> 
Where  (Jacob’s  Bethel  stood),  or  Jesus  trod 
The  upward  way  apart:  there,  here  is  God!” 

— Herbert  D.  Gallaudet 
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MALVERN  MYF  MAKES  ANNUAL 
STUDY  TOUR 


By  Emogene  Dunlap 


The  group  just  before  leaving  for  New  Orleans. 


SPEAKER  REPORTS 
ON  WORK  IN 
NEW  YORK  PROJECT 

Miss  Ann  Carlisle  of  Pioneer,  La., 
was  the  speaker  at  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  meeting  of  the 
Floyd  Methodist  Church  on  Friday 
night,  September  7.  She  talked  on 
the  Henry  Street  Settlement  House 
and  Play  School  of  lower  east  side, 
New  York  City,  where  she  worked 
during  the  past  summer  with  34 
other  young  people.  This  was  a  pro¬ 
ject  sponsored  by  the  National 
Y.W.C.A. 

Miss  Carlisle  said  the  work  was  a 
wonderful  experience  and  she  ad¬ 
vised  other  young  people  to  never 
miss  an  opportunity  to  take  part  in 
such  projects,  according  to  report. 

Miss  Carlisle  is  a  senior  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University  at  Baton  Rouge 
and  is  president  of  the  college 
Y.W.C.A. 

Following  the  meeting,  volley 
ball,  badminton  and  other  games 
were  played.  Refreshments  were 
served  by  members  of  the  Floyd 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Arkansas^  alley 

The  Arkansas  Valley  Sub-District 
met  on  Monday,  September  10,  at 
Hartman  with  90  present.  The  pro¬ 
gram  opened  with  a  worship  service 
followed  by  the  showing  of  a  film 
entitled,  “For  the  Children.”  The 
film  showed  the  work  of  UNICEF 
and  how  our  money  can  help.  After 
the  film  ways  were  discussed  on 
how  to  raise  money,  one  being  Trick 
or  Treat  for  UNICEF  on  Halloween. 

The  business  meeting  was  held 
after  which  the  group  was  served 
refreshments. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Clarksville  on  October  8. — Mary 
Ann  Krohn. 

Grace  Curtiss 

The  Grace  Curtiss  Sub-District 
met  on  Monday,  September  10,  at 
Wright’s  Chapel. 

The  program  was  based  on  the 
importance  of  an  active  council.  A 
“bad”  council  meeting  was  portray¬ 
ed  first,  after  which  ways  were  giv¬ 
en  to  improve  the  meeting.  The 
Sub-District  then  held  a  “good” 
meeting,  using  the  suggestions  giv¬ 
en  by  the  group. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  the 
MYF  benediction. — Reporter. 


Methodists  To  Consider  Joining 
Merger  of  Student  Groups 

Brevard,  N.  C.  (RNS)— The  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Movement  may  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  proposed  union  of  de¬ 
nominational  student  groups  to  form 
a  United  Campus  Christian  Fellow¬ 
ship. 

The  National  Methodist  Student 
Commission,  administrative  body  of 
the  movement,  voted  here  to  con¬ 
sider  the  merger. 

Presently  involved  in  the  union 
negotiations  are  the  Westminster 
Student  Fellowship  (Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  USA),  the  United 
/tjStudent  Fellowship  (Congregational 
Christian  Churches  and  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church),  and  the 
Disciples  Student  Fellowship  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ). 


The  Methodist  Youth  Fund  office 
reports  receipts  totaling  $629,680 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  May  31, 
according  to  the  Fund’s  summer 
Bulletin. 

This  brings  to  over  $5,000,000  the 
amount  contributed  by  Methodist 
youth  during  the  fifteen  years  the 
fund  has  been  in  existence  and  rep¬ 
resents  a  gain  of  $23,186  over  the 
contribution  for  last  year. 

The  conferences  making  the  five 
largest  contributions  are  Ohio,  $30,- 
886;  Virginia,  $20,163;  Florida  (SEJ), 
$19,856;  Iowa-Des  Moines,  $19,085; 
Holston,  $18,007. 

The  Bulletin  contains  also  a  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fund  pledge  service 
prepared  by  Miss  Rowena  Ferguson 
of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Board 
of  Education. 

Said  the  Rev.  Harold  W.  Ewing, 
director  of  the  Youth  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education: 

“The  Methodist  Youth  Fund  is  a 
unified  fund  through  which  youth 
are  able  to  give  to  many  important 
projects  around  the  world,  making 
possible  a  valuable,  co-operative 
relationship  between  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service,  the 
Division  of  World  Missions,  and  the 
Youth  Department.  Continuing  pro¬ 
motion  from  an  educational  stand¬ 
point  has  resulted  not  only  in  cash 
received  for  important  work  around 
the  world,  but  also  in  growing  at¬ 
titudes  of  understanding  and  inter¬ 
est  in  the  work  of  the  church  here 
and  abroad.” 


Methodist  Youth 
"Invade"  Patagonia 

By  Mrs.  F.  Roderick  Dail 

At  the  height  of  the  summer  va¬ 
cation  season  in  Argentina,  twenty 
young  Methodists,  accompanied  by 
their  leaders,  went  south  to  the  val¬ 
ley  of  Chubut,  Patagonia,  to  share 
in  the  life  and  work  of  the  rural 
churches  of  that  region. 

Chubut  was  settled  by  Welsh  pio¬ 
neers  ninety  years  ago.  By  their 
persistent  efforts  to  tame  the  wil¬ 
derness,  they  drained  the  region, 
built  roads,  school  houses,  and 
chapels  and  made  a  modest  living 
for  themselves.  Recently  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Argentina  began  to 
carry  on  evangelistic  services  in 
these  communities. 

The  youth  caravan  visited  fifteen 
of  the  Welsh  chapels  and  held  four¬ 
teen  vacation  church  schools.  Four¬ 
teen  of  the  local  young  people  co¬ 
operated  in  this  work.  There  were 
also  ten  youth  meetings  and  a  day 
of  camping  on  Rawson  beach  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  In  fifty  cottage 
meetings  there  were  Welsh  hymn 
sings,  with  a  worship  service  fol¬ 
lowing. 

Bibles  were  sold  and  tracts  and 
pamphlets  distributed.  The  grand 
finale  was  a  hymn  festival  in  the 
town  of  Gaiman.  The  choirs  of  the 
various  churches  of  the  valley  took 
part,  also  the  youthful  caravaners 
who  had  within  their  group  some 
very  good  voices. 

The  visit  of  the  caravan  injected 
new  enthusiasm  into  the  congrega¬ 
tions  of  the  Chubut  valley.  And  the 
young  people  were  greatly  benefited 
by  the  tasks  shared  and  by  the 
Christian  fellowship  ejfperienced  in 
those  Welsh  communities. 


Traveling  by  special  chartered 
bus,  thirty-seven  youth  members 
and  two  adult  counselors  of  the 
senior  high  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Malvern,  Arkansas,  left  on 
Saturday  morning,  August  4  for 
their  annual  study  tour  which  this 
year  took  them  to  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  and  other  points  of  in¬ 
terest  in  that  general  area. 

The  trip  down  included  stops  at 
Vicksburg,  Jackson  and  Biloxi, 
Mississippi.  On  Sunday  morning  the 
group  attended  Church  School  and 
the  Morning  Worship  Services  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Bi¬ 
loxi  and  then  that  afternoon  went 
on  to  New  Orleans.  They  attended 
MYF  and  the  evening  worship  serv¬ 
ices  at  the  Carrollton  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  first 
stop  was  at  the  St.  Mark’s  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  at  the  edge  of  the 
French  Quarters.  Here  they  enjoyed, 
a  guided  tour  and  a  discussion  period 
about  the  general  work  of  the  Cen¬ 
ter.  From  here  the  group  went  on  to 
the  People’s  Methodist  Community 
Center  in  the  Negro  slum  area  of 
New  Orleans.  Both  of  these  projects 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Division  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  General  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

That  afternoon  was  spent  in  a 
guided  tour  of  the  city  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  after  which  the  group  went 
for  dinner  to  Antoine’s  Restaurant 
and  visited  other  places  of  interest 
in  the  French  Quarters. 


Tuesday  morning,  the  group  went 
to  the  Dulac  Indian  Mission  at  Du- 
lac,  Louisiana  where  they  saw  this 
phase  of  our  church’s  home  mission 
program.  From  Dulac,  the  group 
went  back  to  Houma,  Louisiana  and 
visited  the  MacDonell  Community 
Center  which  is  also  supported  by 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service.  At  one  time  this  was  a 
school,  but  now  it  serves  as  a  wel¬ 
fare  center  for  that  section  of  the 
country. 

When  the  group  returned  to  New 
Orleans,  they  went  to  the  beach  at 
Lake  Pontchatrain  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  the  afternoon  and  eve¬ 
ning  there.  At  eleven  o’clock  they 
boarded  the  bus  to  return  to  Malvern 
and  arrived  at  home  shortly  before 
noon  Wednesday  morning. 

Those  making  the  trip  were:  Lor¬ 
etta  Brooks,  Carolyn  Lawrence, 
Jerrie  Beth  Percival,  Charlotte 
Clark,  Janet  Sherwood,  Carolyn 
Cuffman,  Iligene  Miller,  Sandra 
Stallman,  Becky  Teeter,  Dianne 
Brooks,  Dianna  Gray,  Ethel  Lue 
Luter,  She  Maroney,  Linda  Vaug¬ 
han,  Bitsy  Mason,  Judy  Blanken¬ 
ship,  Barbara  Clem,  Jackie  Eight, 
Suzanne  Orme,  Max  Chamberlain, 
Robert  Wiseman,  Frank  Polomsky, 
Jr.,  David  Halbert,  Jack  McCoy, 
Bill  McCoy,  Richard  Riley,  Bill 
Fincher,  Douglas  Roland,  ,/Larry 
Clem,  Ray  Clem,  John  Regan,  Jim¬ 
my  DeJarnatt,  Billy  Bankston,  C. 
E.  Guin,  Don  Sheldon,  Johnny 
Ramsay,  David  McCray,  Mrs.  Har¬ 
old  Clem  and  Miss  Emogene  Dun¬ 
lap. 


NEW 


How  did  Christ  really 
look?  Read  in  the  Oc¬ 
tober  charter  issue  of 
TOGETHER  how  men 
“see”  Christ  in  many  ways. 
Enjoy  this  8  page  color- 
feature  section  by  some  of 
the  greatest  artists  of  all  time 
— plus  many  other  articles  and 
features  that  will  inform,  en¬ 
tertain,  and  inspire. 

ACT  NOW.  You  can  still  become 
a  charter  subscriber.  Give  order  to 
your  pastor  today  or  send  only  $3.00 
with  name  and  address  for  a  one 
year  subscription. 

logether 

740  RUSH  STREET,  CHICAGO  1 1,  ILLINOIS 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODISE 


We  want  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  groups  and  partici¬ 
pants  listed  below  who  have  render¬ 
ed  a  service  or  presented  gifts  to 
the  Home  during  the  month  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1956. 

Harold  C.  Duebner,  Manitowoc  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  Wisconsin — clothing 
Mrs.  Guy  Cannon,  Little  Rock— clothing, 
toys  and  canned  goods 
Mrs.  Bob  Wickard,  Pulaski  Heights  Meth¬ 
odist  Church — clothing 
Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administration 
Hospital,  N.  L.  R. — candy 
Mrs.  Robert  LaGrone,  Hope — clothing 
First  Methodist  Church,  Clarksville  — 
peaches 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Banks,  Clarksdale, 
Marion  Charge — peaches 
Oak  Forest  Methodist  Church  W.S.C.S.— 
punch 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Powledge— Rattan 
honey,  15  gallons 

Mrs.  Ed  McKinley,  Little  Rock — a  wonder¬ 
ful  supply  of  meats  and  clothing 
From  Camp  Tanako  —  candy  bars  and 
snacks 

John  Gorman,  Little  Rock— bicycle 
Henderson  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock, 
Intermediate  Department  of  Vacation 
Bible  School — jellies  and  glasses 

MONETARY  GIFTS 

North  Arkansas  Conference  . $112.76 

First  Methodist  Church 

Junior  High  Department  . 20.00 

Men’s  Bible  Class, 

Nashville  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Rose  Couples  Class, 

Camden  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Hanks  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

Helena  First  Church  .  10.00 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Lexa-Telfore  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

First  Church,  Texarkana  .  5.00 

Frost  Bible  Class,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Texarkana  .  10.00 

Little  Rock  Conference  .  £74.99 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers, 

First  Church,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

James  and  Dan.  Reynolds, 

Camden  First  Church  .  30.00 

A  Friend,  El  Dorado  .  50.00 

Fourche  River  Land  Co. 

(H.  F.  Buhler)  .  2.00 

Jett  B.  Graves,  Hope 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W. 

Collins,  Jr.,  Garland,  Ark .  24  00 

First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado— 


(five  classes  by  Rev.  Virgil  C. 

Bell) 

Couples  Class  .  25.00 

Francis  Asbury  Class  .  25.00 

Open  Door  Class  .  25.00 

.  Progressive  Class  .  25.00 

Service  Class  .  25.00 

($125.00) 

Miss  Lenna  Webb. 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark .  15.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Open  Door  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

The  Builders  Class,  Little 

Rock  First  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class,  Vantrease 

Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado  .  5.00 

Chas.  A.  Beasley,  Ft.  Smith  . 5.00 

Mrs.  Lennie  Cavener,  Little  Rock  ....  30.00 

Almyra  W.S.C.S .  10.00 

Fellowship  Class,  Henderson 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

W.  H.  Sturgis,  Texarkana,  Ark .  50.00 

Harmony  Class,  First  Methodist 

Church,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

Service  Class,  First  Methodist 

Church,  El  Dorado  .  10.00 

H.  F.  Buhler,  First  Methodist 

Church,  Little  Rock  .  100.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Honry  Banks, 

Marion  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Willing  Workers  Class,  Rogers 

Central  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

The  Esthers  Class,  Siloam 

Springs  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Irene  Hunt  Class,  St.  Paul's 

Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith  .  10.00 

Anonymous  .  10.00 

Lodges  Corner  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

B.  Doyle  Colvert,  Little  Rock  .  25.00 

Wesley  Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Methodist  Ch .  8.00 

Young  Adult  S.  S.  Class, 

Rector  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Wm.  E.  Silliman,  Camden 

First  Methodist  Church  .  50.00 

Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

First  Church,  El  Dorado  .  10.00 

Lodges  Corner  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Gleaners  S.  S.  Class,  First 

Church,  El  Dorado  .  20  00 

The  Yancey  S.  S.  Class, 

Marianna  Meth.  Church  .  10.00 

Cabot  W.S.C.S .  10.00 

Mary  Martha  Bible  Class, 

Smackover  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

M.  E.  Peace  Memorial  Trust 

Fund,  Magnolia  First  Church  .  500.00 

Walter  Keith-Stephens 

Methodist  Church  .  25.00 

Miscellaneous  Collections  .  710.61 

Memorial  Collections  .  181  ]50 


Total  Collections  .  $2,673.86 


CONNOR  MOREHEAD 
Superintendent 


New  Books 

Jesus7  Belief  In  Man 

By  Edwin  McNeill  Poieai 
Abingdon  Press,  160  Pages,  $2.50 

When  much  of  the  current  theolo¬ 
gy  and  religious  thought  reflects 
pessimism  and  disparagement  of 


North  Carolina,  from  1948  until  his 
death  in  December,  1955. 

Dr.  Poteat  was  outstanding  in 
many  roles.  He  served  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  jto  China  for  ten  years,  and 
for  three  years  taught  philosophy 
and  ethics  at  the  University  of 
Shanghai. 


A  TRIBUTE  TO 
WILLIAM  A.  LOCKE 

I  have  known  William  A.  Locke 
who  died  on  May  19  at  Wabbaseka 
intimately  since  the  opening  of  my 
school  in  the  fall  of  1900  at  Ash¬ 
down,  Arkansas.  This  school  he  at¬ 
tended.  His  father  died  early  in  life; 
but  no  boy  ever  had  a  greater  coun¬ 
selor  than  he  had  in  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Mildred  E.  Locke,  youth  and 
ripened  age.  He  lived  almost  all 
his  life  with  his  mother  and  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  B.  L.  Willey  and  Mrs. 
Hazel  Locke  Green  of  Wabbaseka, 
both  of  whom  have  been  teachers 
of  long  and  recognized  ability.  The 
family  lived  at  Lockesburg,  Ash¬ 
down,  Conway  and  Arkadelphia 
where  William  and  his  two  sisters 
got  their  education  at  Lockesburg 
public  school,  Ashdown  High  School, 
in  Hendrix  Academy,  and  Hender¬ 
son  Brown  College.  Their  mother 
never  knew  what  it  was  to  rest  till 
a  few  years  ago  when  she  was  called 
to  her  last  sleep  at  Lockesburg 
cemetery. 

Mr.  Locke  was  born  July  17,  1886 
at  Lockesburg.  He  died  at  his  home 
and  the  body  was  brought  to  Lockes¬ 
burg  for  burial.  Owing  to  the  un¬ 
favorable  weather  and  poor  trans¬ 
portation  connection,  funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  at  9:30  Saturday 
morning  in  the  Funeral  Home  at 
Pine  Bluff;  a  second  service  was 
held  at  Lockesburg  Methodist 
Church  at  2:30  p.m.  These  services 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Harold 
Scott,  Wabbaseka,  assisted  by  Rev. 
R.  H.  Cannon,  Lakeside  Methodist 
Church,  Pine  Bluff  and  led  by  Rev. 


5,008  =  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


J.  R.  Callicot  at  Lockesburg  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  at  3:30  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Funeral  services  were  largely 
attended  at  Wabbaseka  by  many 
friends  and  relatives  and  Lockes¬ 
burg  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Willey 
and  Mrs.  Green  were  also  present. 

Mr.  Locke,  after  attending  Hen¬ 
derson  Brown  College,  began  work 
at  the  American  Express  Company 
and  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad. 
After  retiring  from  the  railroad 
service,  he  entered  the  hay,  grain, 
and  feed  business  at  Parkin.  Here 
he  worked  several  years  at  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  and  retired  because 
of  ill  health.  He  lived  at  Wabbaseka 
the  balance  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Locke  was  a  lifelong  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  lived 
a  clean  life,  was  kind  to  all  people, 
and  was  a  useful  citizen. — Seth  C. 
Reynolds 


windows 


Custom  \f\ 
designs  for 
current  or 
'proposed  buildings\ 
Repairs  of 
damaged  windows 


For  full  information  write 


BlNSWANGER  S  CO- 

.655  Union  Ave.  .*  Memphis,  Tenn. 


GOWN  S 


a  •  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Church  Furniture  •  Stoles 
Embroideries  •  Vestments 
Hangings  •  Communion 
Sets  •  Altar  Brass  Goods  I  I  < 


For  Church  Financial  Assistance  To 
Build  Or  Remodel 

CONTACT 

CHURCH  LOANS 

Incorporated 

CLINTON,  MISS. 

The  Bond  Plan  that  helps  you  help  the  Church 
Payments  made  through  your  local  Bank. 

An  Advisory  Board  composed  c.  leading  Ministers 

A  DEDICATED  SERVICE  TO  ALL  CHURCHES 


man,  Edwin  McNeill  Poteat  in 
Jesus'  Belief  in  Man,  published 
September  10,  calls  for  a  careful 
examination  of  Jesus’  understand¬ 
ing  of  man’s  nature. 

Dr.  Poteat  believes  that  the  Gos¬ 
pels  present  Jesus  as  holding  a  real¬ 
istic  view  of  man,  yet  refusing  to 
accept  him  solely  for  what  he  is 
because  of  the  possibilities  of  what 
he  may,  with  God’s  grace,  become. 
Dr.  Poteat  contends  that  Jesus  had 
an  optimistic  view  of  the  nature  of 
man,  that  he  believed  man  was 
uniquely  endowed  with  the  power 
that  is  the  essence  of  Godlikeness, 
and  that  man  was  therefore  essen¬ 
tially  good. 

Written  in  .a  style  which  is  strik¬ 
ing  and  unconventional,  Jesus'  Be¬ 
lief  in  Man  presents  the  view  that 
the  true  human  problem  is  one  of 
releasing  and  directing  the  power 
with  which  man  is  richly  gifted. 

The  author:  Edwin  McNeill  Po¬ 
teat  was  pastor  of  the  Pullen  Me¬ 
morial  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh, 


Little  Rock  *s  ONL  Y  Combined 
Department  Store  and  Variety  Store 

//,  You’ll  LIKE 

^  Sterling’s  Goods 

and  Service! 


p"-""  Department  Store  O 

#  CAOiTCU  AVfNUt  AT  CCNTC A  a 
LITTLE  BOCK,  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  30,  1956 
THE  GREAT  INVITATION 
READ  CHAPTERS  21  AND  22  OF  REVELATION. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  The  Spirit  and  the  bride  say 
"come”.  And  let  him  who  hears  say  “come.”  And  let  him 
who  is  thirsty  come,  let  him  who  desires  take  the  icater  of 
life  without  price.  (Revelation  22:17) 


This  is  the  last  of  the  three-les¬ 
son  series  in  Unit  VIII:  “Obtaining 
the  Rewards  of  Faith.”  This  closing 
lesson  of  the  series  has  as  its  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Great  Invitation.”  Since 
chapter  22,  from  which  our  lesson 
is  taken,  is  but  a  continuation  of 
the  picture  of  the  “New  Heaven 
and  New  Earth,”  which  John  be¬ 
gan  to  describe  in  chapter  21,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  read  chapter 
21  in  order  to  know  what  John  is 
writing  about  in  our  lesson  text. 
Practically  the  whole  of  these  two 
chapters  is  given  to  an  effort  to 
describe  the  “New  Heaven  and  New 
Earth”  which  John  saw  in  this  last 
great  vision  of  Revelation. 

The  Book  of  Revelation  carries 
much  of  the  imagery,  and  even 
some  of  the  subject  matter*  of  some 
of  the  apocalyptic  writings  of  the 
Old  Testament.  We  would  have  a 
better  appreciation  of  Revelation 
if  We  would  read  again  the  Books  of 
Daniel,  Ezekiel  and  Zachariah.  In 
the  twenty-two  chapters  of  Revela¬ 
tion  there  are  125  marginal  refer¬ 
ences..  to  quotations  or  similar  pas¬ 
sages  in  these  three  books.  There 
are  also  more  than  90  references 
to  the  Book  of  Isaiah.  Hence  we  see 
that  Revelation  is  steeped  in  the 
imagery  and  symbolism  of  prophe¬ 
tic  and  apocalyptic  writings  of  the 
Old  Testament 

There  is  a  basic  difference  in 
prophecy  and  apocalyptic  writings. 
(1)  The  prophets  believed  that  this 
is  God’s  world,  despite  the  wrongs 
that  existed,  and  they  believed  that 
God’s  truth  and  righteousness 
would  ultimately  prevail  in  this 
world.  (2)  The  apocalyptic  writer 
seemed  to  despair  of  this  present 
world.  His*  interest  was  in  a  future 
world  where  the  righteous  would 
triumph  over  their  enemies,  through 
divine  intervention,  and  where  they 
would  live  in  unhindered,  perpe¬ 
tual  bliss. 

The  New  Heaven  and  New  Earth 

This  vision  of  a  New/  Heaven  and 
New  Earth  begins  with  the  open¬ 
ing  verses  of  chapter  21.  John  des¬ 
cribes  this  New  Jerusalem  in  terms 
both  positive  ancl  negative. 

(1)  In  positive  terms,  John  des¬ 
cribes  a  city  as  beautiful  as  the 
imagination  of  man  could  conceive 
and  in  terms  as  glowing  as  human 
language  would  express.  Paul  indi¬ 
cates  that  both  human  imagination 
and  human  language  break  down 
when  attempting  to  describe  what 
he  saw  when  caught  up  into  the 
“third  heaven.” 

The  city  John  saw  was  surround¬ 
ed  by  a  great  wall  with  twelve 
foundations  \hat  were  garnished 
with  precious  stones.  In  the  walls 
were  twelve  great  gates  made  of 
pearl.  A  pure  river  of  living  water 
flowed  through  the  city.  On  its 
banks  was  the  Tree  of  Life  bearing 
twelve  kinds  of  fruit  every  month. 


The  city  itself  and  its  streets  were  of 
pure  gold,  “like  transparent  glass.” 

(2)  The  negative  description  of 
the  city  makes  perfect  the  picture 
by  telling  of  the  things  that  would 
not  be  found  in  the  city. 

In  that  city  there  were  no  tears, 
no  pain,  no  sorrow,  no  hunger  or 
thirst,  no  curse,  no  death.  There 
was  no  candle  or  moon  or  sun, 
since  God  was  the  light.  There  was 
no  night,  only  one  eternal  day. 
There  was  nothing  that  would  de¬ 
file  or  make  a  lie. 

John  tells  us  that  there  was  no 
temple  in  the  city.  We  think  it 
shocking  if  a  large  population  cen¬ 
ter  has  no  church.  However  here  in 
a  city  containing  “a  multitude 
which  no  man  can  number”  there 
is  no  temple  or  church.  This  would 
be  true  because,  in  such  a  city,  there 
would  be  no  need  for  a  special  place 
to  worship.  The  whole  of  heaven  is 
holy  ground  and  furthermore  there 
is  no  need  for  a  center  for  a  great 
evangelistic  program  since  all  who 
are  there  are  saved  with  an  ever¬ 
lasting  salvation. 

Even  after  John  has  finished 
with  this  astounding  description  of 
the  New  Jerusalem,  we  are  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  feeling  that  he  is 
conscious  that  he  has  been  able  to 
describe,  only  very  poorly,  the 
place  which  God  has  prepared  for 
the  faithful. 

Why  John's  Emphasis  On  Heaven? 

Today,  when  people  talk  very 
much  about  heaven’s  rewards  for 
the  faithful,  there  are  those  who 
say  “emotionalism,”  “Pie  in  the 
sky,  by  and  by.”  “Why  not  make 
religion  practical?”  This  reaction  to 
talk  about  a  better  world  is  not 
necessarily  born  of  irreligion.  More 
likely  it  is  the  result  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live;  an  age  in  which 
people  are  highly  pleased  with  this 
world  and  have  become  very  much 
attached  to  it. 

Older  people  will  remember  that 
many  of  the  songs  of  our  fathers 
and  grandfathers  were  songs  about 
heaven  and  the  better  world.  This 
was  true  because  life,  for  them, 
was  so  terribly  hard.  It  was  quite 
natural  in  their  world  for  them  to 
sing  sincerely: 

"Oh  land  of  rest,  for  thee  f  sigh. 
When  will  the  moment  come 
When  I  can  lay  my  armor  by 
And  dwell  in  peace  at  home?” 

“No  tranquil  joys  on  earth  I  know. 
No  peaceful  sheltering  done; 

This  world’s  a  WILDERNESS  OF 

WOE, 

This  world  is  not  my  home.” 

The  songs  of  an  age  or  people  re¬ 
veal  right  well  the  living  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  people.  The  Negro 
spirituals,  with  their  plaintive, 
pathetic  longing  for  a  better  day, 
were  born  amid  hardships  and 
heart-breaks  and  longings  for  re¬ 


lief  and  release. 

We  do  not  seem  to  be  much  con¬ 
cerned  today  about  talking,  study¬ 
ing,  singing  or  preaching  about 
heaven.  We  are  finding  this  a  right 
comfortable  world  in  which  to  live. 
As  a  result,  our  modern  songs  are 
service  songs.  We  are  concerned 
about  prolonging  life  in  this  world 
and  makipg  it  a  better  place  in 
which  to  live.  That  is  the  normal 
and  proper  reaction  to  the  kind  of 
a  world  in  which  we  live  where 
there  are  so  many  things  to  make 
life  easy  and  pleasant.  However, 
we  should  never  forget  that,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  attractiveness  of 
tlii:;  world  and  the  lengthening  of 
our  life  span,  we  all  must  leave  it 
comparatively  soon  for  another 
world  somewhere. 

In  studying  Revelation,  we  should 
always  keep  in  mind  that  John  was 
writing  for  people  who  were  living 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  dangerous 
desperate  period  the  Christian 
church  has  known.  Consequently, 
their  hearts  must  have  been  thrilled 
by  the  message  of  hope  and 
promised  victory  which  they  found 
in  this  vision  of  John. 

Worshiping  Something  Less  Than 
God 

So  overpowering  and  impressive 
were  the  things  John  heard  and 
saw  that  he  fell  at  the  feet  of  the 
angel  messenger  to  worship  him. 
It  has  not  been  so  unusual  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  so  impressed  with  the 
work  of  representatives  of*  Christ 
that  they  were  ready  to  worship 
tho  person. 

(1)  There  is  a  record  in  the  10th 
chapter  of  Acts  of  how  the  Spirit 
led  Peter  to  the  house  of  Cornelius 
the  Centurian  to  instruct  him  in 
the  Christian  way.  When  Peter 
came  into  the  nouse  Cornelius  fell 
down  to  worship  him.  This,  of 
course,  Peter  would  not  allow. 

(2)  In  Acts  14th  chapter,  is  a 
record  of  the  healing  of  a  lame  man 
by  Paul.  As  a  result  of  the  miracle, 
the  people  prepared  to  offer  a  sac¬ 
rifice  to  Paul  and  Barnabas  in  wor¬ 
ship.  This  attempt  to  worship  them 
as  God,  Paul  would  not  permit. 

Hence  we  find  that  it  was  not 
unusual  for  people  to  become  so  im¬ 
pressed  by  a  messenger  that  they 
were  ready  to  worship  the  mes¬ 
senger  without  looking  beyond  him 
to  the  Power  working  through  him. 
So,  in  our  lesson  text,  we  find  John 
bowing  down  before  an  angel  to 
worship. 

We  should  not  be  too  surprised 
at  the  readiness  of  people  of  that 
early  day  to  worship  a  messenger 
while,  in  some  cases,,  not  being  too 
much  impressed  by  his  mission  and 
message.  We  should  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  because  such  incidents  are 
quite  common  today.  How  many 
times  in  The  Methodist  Church  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  have  peo¬ 
ple  quit  the  church  because  the 
preacher  was  moved?  For  them 
the  preacher  seemed  to  be  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  kingdom  of  God. 
With  him  gone  they  feel  that  there 
is  not  enough  left  to  worry  about, 
hence  they  drop  out.  How  many 
times  in  our  Episcopal  Area  have 
crowds  flocked  to  some  particular 
chui’ch  because  of  the  popularity  or 
unusual  ability  of  the  pastor  and 
then  go  elsewhere  when  he  leaves? 
In  these  instances  some  people  seem 
to  be  worshipin  ga  preacher  with¬ 
out  allowing  his  message  or  his 
Master  to  affect  the  character  of 
their  lives. 

A  tragic,  and  rather  alarming 
thing  about  the  willingness  of 
some  people  to  worship  the  mes¬ 


senger  instead  of  looking  beyond 
him  to  the  One  who  sends  the  mes¬ 
sage  is  the  fact  that  sometimes 
there  are  messengers  who  seem  to 
be  willing  to  accept  this  reverence 
and  semi-worship.  They  seem  to 
forget  the  universal  precedent  laid 
down  by  Biblical  characters  of  for¬ 
bidding  such  worship.  When  that 
is  true,  both  the  messenger  and  his 
worshipers  have  missed  the  mark. 
Let  all  of  us  remember  the  words 
of  Jesus,  “Thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God  and  him  only  shalt 
thou  serve.” 

No  More  Curse 

The  last  words  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  are  found  in  a  clause  warn¬ 
ing  of  a  possible  curse  for  disobed¬ 
ience.  The  last  word  of  the  Old 
Testament  is  “curse.”  In  our  lesson 
text  from  the  last  chapter  of  the 
New  Testament,  there  is  the  pro¬ 
mise  that  in  the  world  John  saw  in 
his  vision  there  will  be  no  curse. 
The  Old  Testament  holds  a  pro¬ 
mise  of  a  Saviour  but  it  closes 
without  a  Saviour.  The  New  Testa¬ 
ment  carries  the  declaration  of  the 
fact  that  a  Saviour  has  come  and 
it  closes  with  an  invitation  for  all 
to  follow  him. 

Any  one  of  us  in  this  world  may 
come  under  the  blighting  curse  of 
sin.  Everywhere  about  us  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  hurt  sin  has  done  hu¬ 
man  life.  We  should  understand 
that  this  hurt  comes  as  a  kind  of 
self-inflicted  punishment  for  the 
character  of  life  we  live.  These 
hurts  come,  not  so  much  as  a  pun¬ 
ishment  from  God;  they  are  the 
natural,  normal  results  of  going 
contrary  to  the  laws  set  up  to  guide 
our  lives  by  the  God  who  made  us. 

In  the  world  John  was  privileged 
to  see  in  his  vision  the  blighting 
curse  of  sin  would  be  no  more.  “The 
former  things  will  have  passed 
away”  because  in  that  world  life  is 
lived  in  harmony  with  #God’s  will 
and  laws.  The  absence  of*the  hurt  of 
sin  would  follow,  not  merelv  as  a 
reward,  but  also  as  a  result  of 
bringing  our  lives  into  harmony 
with  God’s  plan  for  life. 

The  Universal  Invitation 

The  New  Testament  is  filled-with 
promises  and  invitations  for  the 
people  of  earth.  As  if  fearful  that 
these  might  be  overlooked,  in  the 
closing  chapter  and  four  verses 
from  the  end  of  the  Book  is  found 
qne  of  the  most  sweeping,  univer¬ 
sal,  urgent  calls  to  discipleship  to 
be  found  in  the  Record.  All  of  the 
narrowness  and  exclusiveness  of 
Jewish  thought  is  gone.  All  men  of 
all  classes  and  climes  stand  on  a 
common  level  with  equal  privileges 
and  opportunities  before  God.  This 
is  the  end  of  Judaism  in  Christian 
thinking. 

In  this  invitatiofi  the  Spirit — 
God’s  Spirit — says  “Come.”  The 
Bride — the  church  of  GocM-says 
“Come.”  Those  who  hear  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  church  are  exhorted 
to  say  “Come.”  All  people  through¬ 
out  t4»«»  world,  in  need  of  the  help 
God  can  give  are  invited  to  come. 

This  is  a  salvation  which  is  with¬ 
out  “price.”  That  is  to  say  it  cannot 
be  bought  with  any  amount  of 
money.  The  expression  “without 
price”  may  indicate  also  that  no 
price  can  be  set  on  it  since  it  is  of 
priceless  value.  To  reject  such  an 
invitation  is  to  willfully,  deliber¬ 
ately,  reject  God’s  plan  for  life  and 
also  God’s  rewards  for  Christian 
living.  To  sincerely  accept  this  in¬ 
vitation  brings  everything  that  an 
infinite  God  can  do  for  the  people 
he  created  and  longs  to  save  with 
an  everlasting  salvation. 
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Town  And  Coum.y 
Conference  Set 


Plans  for  the  third  Annual  Town 
and  Country  Conference  at  Camp 
Brewer  near  Alexandria  are  now 
complete  according  to  Rev.  John 
Sewell,  pastor  of  the  Centenary 
Methodist  Church,  Franklinton  and 
Secretary  of  Town  and  Country 
work  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con- 


Conference  Advances  Quadrennial  Program 
At  Alexandria  Meeting 


ference. 

Registration  begins  at  11:00  A.  M. 
October  1,  but  all  those  expecting 
to  attend  are  expected  to  send  a 
pre-registration  fee  of  $1.00  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Sewell  at  Franklinton  as  the 
Conference  *  will  be  limited  to  100 
ministers  and  lay  members  from 
town  and  country  churches.  Room 
and  board  for  the  three  day  camp 
is  $6.00. 

The  program  ,is  planned  to  give 
special  emphasis  to  the  four  year 
program  of  The  Methodist  Church 
on  the  local  church.  Rev.  Sam 
Nader,  Superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  will  present  the 
quadrennial  program.  Rev.  Karl  B. 
Tooke,  Conference  director  of  Stew¬ 
ardship,  will  present  the  steward¬ 
ship  emphasis. 

Especially  featured  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  Dr.  H.  C.  Sandifer, 
Director  of  the  Agricultural  Exten¬ 
sion  Division,"  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  Rev.  Ruel  Allen,  pastor  of 
the  Plain  Dealing  Methodist  Church, 
will  be  the  inspirational  speaker. 

A  special  section  on  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  church  is  being  arranged. 
Mr.  Adras  Laborde  of  the  Daily 
Town  Talk,  Alexandria,  has  agreed 
to  furnish  a  leader  on  the  subject 
of  the  church  and  news.  Other  items 
■n  church  public  relations  will  also 
be  considered. 

Others  on  the  program  will  be 


Officers  named  to  head  Higher  Education  emphasis  in  conference  dur¬ 
ing  1956-60  quadrennium:  front  row,  I  to  r,  Dr.  C.  P.  Lipscomb,  Ponchatoula, 
secretary,  J.  C.  Love,  Ruston,  chairman,  and  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  Monroe, 
vice  chairman;  back  row,  I  to  r,  Rev.  Robert  Carter,  Covington,  Dr.  W.  E. 
Trice,  Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  Natchitoches,  C.  O.  Holland, 
Minden,  and  Bob  Crosby,  DeRidder,  all  members  of  the  executive  committee. 


Miss  Ruby  Cochran,  Miss  Louise 
Sharp,  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  Miss  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Thompson,  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie. 

Robert  P.  Lay,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  Gilliam,  will  be  featured  on 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

Also  scheduled  to  participate  in 
the  Conference  are  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Conference1  Board  of  Education  and 
Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  Pastor  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Woman’s  Societies  and  official 
(Continued  on  page  9). 


Opelousas  Holds 
Sesquicentennial 
Celebration 


A  week  of  special  services  in  ob¬ 
servance  of  150  years  of  Methodism 
in  Louisiana  and  Opelousas  was 
climaxed  with  special  services  on 
last  Sunday  when  Bishop  Paul  E.' 
Martin  delivered  the  Sesquicenten¬ 
nial  sermon  and  led  in  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  educational  building  of 
the  Louisiana  Memorial  Methodist 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


University  Church 9  Lake  Charles ,  In  Building  Program 


Work  is  progressing  at  a  rapid 
rate  on  the  construction  of  a  new 
sanctuary  at  the  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  where 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich  is  pastor. 
At  the  left  is  the  architect’s  draw¬ 
ing  of  the  completed  structure 
which  will  adjoin  the  present  edu¬ 
cational  building  and  sanctuary  on 
the  west  side. 

Of  contemporary  architecture,  the 
new  brick  structure  will  seat  500 
worshippers  on  the  main  floor  and 
150  in  a  balcony.  Ground  was  brok¬ 
en  for  the  new  building  on  May  6 
and  construction  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  Easter,  1957.  The 
structure  will  also  house,  on  the 
second  and  third  floors,  the  youth 


division  of  the  church  school.  The 


church  offices,  church  parlors,  and 
rest  rooms  will  be  on  the  main  floor. 
The  program  also  calls  for  the  re¬ 
adaptation  of  the  present  building 
to  meet  present  needs. 

Estimated  cost  of  the  program 
runs  in  excess  of  $220,000. 


Emphasis  On  Local  Church  and 
Higher  Education — 1956-60 

(Staff  Article) 


One  hundred  fifty  leaders  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  met  in  Alex¬ 
andria  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week  to  map 
plans  for  the  two-fold  emphasis  for 
the  1956-60  quadrennium.  Morning 
and  afternoon  sessions  were  held  at 
the  one-day  meeting  which  was 
concerned  with  the  emphasis  on  the 
local  church  and  higher  education 
as  outlined  by  the  1956  General 
Conference. 


The  morning  session,  under  the 
general  direction  of  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin,  was  attended  by  the  eight 
district  superintendents,  'the  con¬ 
ference  lay  leader,  president  of  the 
Conference  Woman’s  Society,  the 
chairman  and  secretary  of  the  con¬ 
ference  Boards  of  Education,  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Missions,  and  (Commission) 
World  Service,  the  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Boards  of  Hospital  and 
Homes,  Temperance,  World  Peace, 
Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
(Commission)  Town  and  Country, 
the  executive  secretaries  of  Board  of 
Education  and  Town  and  Country 
Commission  and  certain  other  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  eight  districts 
chosen  by  the  district  superintend¬ 
ents."  * 

Presented  during  the  period  of 
emphasis  on  the  local  church  were 
the  General  Conference  legislation 
setting  forth  the  quadrennial  pro¬ 
gram,  plans  developed  to  date  by 
a.  General  Conference  committee  on 
the  program,  and  a  general  adapta¬ 
tion  of  the  program  as  it  related  to 
local  churches  in  Louisiana.  The 
emphasis,  according  to  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tin,  will  be  carried  out  on  a  local 
level  throygh  the  four  local  church 
commissions,  Membership  and 
Evangelism,  Missions,  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation,  and  Finance. 

Rev.  Jack  Midyett,  Haynesville, 
served  as  the  secretary  for  the 
morning  session. 


District  Meetings  To  Be  Held 

Plans  for  implemenating  the  state 
meeting  call  for  the  holding  of  a 
series  of  district  meetings  in  the 
eight  districts  of  the  state  at  which 
time  leaders  of  local  churches  will 
be  invited. 

Generally  speaking,  the  program 
calls  for  a  period  of  self-evaluation 
by  local  churches  with  a  view  to 
determining  local  efficiency  and  the 
setting  up  of  a  series  of  goals  by 
local  churches  which  they  will  strive 
to  accomplish  during  the  1956-60 
period. 


Higher  Education  Emphasis 

The  afternoon  period  was  devoted 
to  a  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  the  Em¬ 
phasis  on  Higher  Education  which 
was  named  at  the  June  sessions  of 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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World-Wide  Communion  Sunday, 
October  7,  Makes  Possible 


Moral  Insurance  For 
Methodist  Service  Men 


Chaplain  George  H.  Birney 


Your  Methodist  chaplains  with  the  armed  forces  are  the  best  insurance 
you  can  have  that  the  youth  of  your  church  will  return  from  military 
service  unaffected  by  the  moral  hazards  which  threaten  all  ipen  and  women 
in  uniform. 

Take  the  case  of  Johnny  as  an  example.  Johnny  was  a  Methodist  lad 
from  a  middle  western  parish  v/ho  came  to  the  overseas  station  in  Japan 
where  I  was  a  chaplain.  His  three  months  .in  the  army  so  far  had  been 
spent  in  basic  training,  a  short  leave  home,  and  the  travel  which  brough 
him  to  us.  Until  now  he  hadn’t  hpd  time  to  get  into  trouble.  However, 
within  24  hours  after  he  joined  us  he’d  already  fallen  in  with  a  group 
of  soldiers  who  were  determined  to  introduce  him  to  all  the  varieties  of 
entertainment  available  in  the  nearby  vice-laden  Japanese  town. 

Johnny,  who’d  never  taken  a  drink  in  his  iife,  got  drunk  the  first 
night  he  was  there.  Ironically,  it  was  this  fact  that  kept  him  from  far 
graver  sins  his  first  night  on  the  town.  As  he  put  it,  “The  others  wanted 
to  pick  up  some  Japanese  girls  in  a  bar  and  I  guess  I’d  have  gone  right 
along  with  them  if  I  hadn’t  been  so  §ick  I  had  to  excuse  myself  and  go 
back  to  the  barracks.” 

That  happened  on  a  Saturday  night.  The  next  morning  a  very  wretched 
Johnny  dragged  himself  to  my  chapel  service.  “I  felt  so  miserable,  he 
explained  later,  “I  thought  maybe  going  to  church  might  help. 

It  was  Communion  Sunday  and  I  used  the  little  printed  Communion 
Service  folders  which  are  made  available  to  all  Methodist  chaplains  by 
the  Commission  on  Chaplains.  As  the  service  progressed  Johnny  began 
to  feel  right  at  home.  From  the  opening  hymn,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  to 
the  “Gloria  in  Excelsis,”  it  was  just  like  the  Communion  service  in  his 

home  church. 

When  we  came  to  the  Prayer  of  General  Confession,  he  told  me 
afterward,  he  poured  out  his  heart  to  God.  “I  never  knew  how  much 
that  one  prayer  could  mean,”  he  said. 

After  church  he  asked  to  see  me  for  a  few  minutes  and  I  took  him 
into  my  study.  We  talked  for  nearly  an  hour.  We  planned  a  course^  of 
action  for  him  which  entailed  his  breaking  with  the  friends  who  had 
tried  to  lead  him  into  sin.  He  promised  to  become  active  in  the  chapel 
program  where  I  assured  him  he  would  find  better  companions  Johnny 
was  faithful  to  his  promise  and  before  long  he  was  the  leader  of  a  lit  le 
Bible  study  group  that  met  every  Sunday  evening. 

Adjusting  To  Different  Environment 

When  oui^  young  men  leave  home  to  become  members  of  the  army’ 
air  force  or  navy,  they  enter  a  strange  new  world.  It  is  a  masculine  world 
in  which  many  of  the  restraints  of  morality  and  religion  are  missing.  Such 
is  always  the  case  in  a  male  society,  whether  it  be  a  lumber  camp  or  a 
military  post.  However,  the  military  recognizes  the  moral  pitfalls  which 
await  “single  men  in  barracks,”  and  has  made  it  possible  for  you  to  send 
ministers  of  your  church  along  with  your  sons  wherever  they  may  go, 

in  the  world.  ,  , 

There  is  only  one  reason  for  military  chaplains.  They  are  m  be 
pastors  full  time,  to  their  service  congregations.  By  military  law  they 
may  not  be  given  any  extra-curricular  duty  which  is  not  directly  con¬ 
nected  with  their  religious  ministries.  Their  only  justification  for  being 
in  the  service  is  to  bring  God  to  men  and  men  to  God. 

Evangelism  Extended 

,  t 

Where  Methodist  chaplains  are  concerned,  this  is  m£reT^ 

less  than  an  extension  of  the  evangelistic  program  of  the  church.  The 
chaplain  does  what  your  own  pastor  obviously  cannot  do.  He  carrie 
thePphurch  and  all  its  ministries  right  along  with  your  young  people 
wherever  they  may  go  in  the  service. 

A  chaplain’s  ministry,  therefore,  is  much  like  that  of  any  pastor. 
There  are  the  regular  services,  choir  rehearsals,  youth  fellowships,  m 
week  services  and,  where  the^e  are  military  dependents  with  children,- 
Sunday  schools  and  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools.  Counseling 
a  great  deal  of  a  chaplain’s  time,  as  do  hospital  visits  and  trips  to  the 
stockade  to  minister  to  men  who  are  in  confinement. 

Chaplain's  Opportunities  Unlimited 

The  other  Sunday  morning,  just  as  I  was  getting  ready  to  assist 
another  Methodist  chaplain  in  a  Communion  Service,  I  had  a  call  from 
the  post  hospital  telling  me  that  a  young  sergeant  and  his  wife  had  just 
lost  their  little  five  day  old  prematurely  born  baby  girl.  Leavifig  ray 
chaplain  friend  to  get  along  the  best  he  could,  I  went  at  once  to  do  wha 


Chaplain  (Major)  Russell  H.  Bohner,  Group  Chaplain  of  the  2349th  PERPGRU, 
counseling  airman.  Chaplain  Bohner  is  a  member  of  the  North-East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference.  (Official  USAF  photograph) 


I  could  to  minister  to  a  grief-stricken  young  Methodist  couple.  I  returned 
only  in  time  to  conduct  my  own  regular  morning  service  an  hour  later. 

Later  that  same  day  I  had  a  call  from  a  young  wife  who  said  she  had 
quarreled  with  her  husband  while  he  was  home  for  the  weekend.  He’d 
packed  his  things  and  gone  back  to  camp.  She’d  tried  to  phone  jhim  but 
he  would  not  talk  to  her.  Would  I  find  him,  tell  him  she  was  sojry  and 
wanted  him  back?  I  promised  to  do  what  I  could  and  we  are  now  coun¬ 
seling  with  this  couple,  trying  to  heal  the  breach  in  their  marriage. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  I  was  asked  to  interview  a  young  soldier  who  had 
been  absent  without  leave.  His  officers  could  not  get  him  to  say  why  he 
had  gone.  He  told  me  about  a  family  problem,  something  he  would  dis¬ 
cuss  only  with  a  pastor.  With  this  information  I  was  able,  without  re¬ 
vealing  what  he  had  told  me  in' confidence,  to  persuade  his  commander 
that  there  had  been  mitigating  circumstances. 

And  so  it  goes — as  the  chaplain  tries  in  every  way  to  do  those  things 
for  your  sons  that  your  own  minister  would  do  if  he  were  there. 

Commission  On  Chaplains  Serves 

The  lifeline  which  binds  your  Methodist  chaplain  to  you  and  your 
church  is  the  Methodist  Commission  on  Chaplains  which  you  support  with 
your  Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Service  offering  on  World-wide  Com-  j 
munion  Sunday.  The  commission  screens  all  applicants  for  the  chaplaincy  j 
and  certifies  to  the  military  that  they  are  qualified  to  represent  you. 

Each  chaplain  makes  a  regular  report  of  his  activities  to  the  com- j 
mission  which,  in  turn,  keeps  in  touch  with  him  through  monthly  news¬ 
letters,  correspondence,  and  at  least  one  annual  visit  by  some  member  j 
of  the  staff.  They  see  to  it  that  his  current  address  is  on  all  the  mailing  j 
lists  of  church  agencies  in  order  that  he  may  receive  all  the  denomina- j 
tional  material  that  comes  to  the  desk  of  other  ministers.  When  pro¬ 
fessional  equipment  such  as  portable  Communion  sets,  for  example,  is 
not  available  through  military  channels,  the  commission  supplies  them. 

Without  your  Commission  on  Chaplains,  your  Methodist  preachers  m 
uniform  would  not  be  able  to  perform  nearly  as  effectively  as  they  do.  j 
With  the  Commission  behind  them,  they  are  making  a  record  of  which  | 
you,  as  Methodists,  can  be  proud. 


Left  to  right,  Mrs.  John  R.  Felver  looks  on  as  CWO  John  R.  Felver,  Assistan 
Battalion  S-4,  18th  AAA  BN.,  holds  his  infant  son,  Michael  Felver,  who  is  being 
baptised  by  Captain  Herbert  E.  Saxman,  Chaplain,  18th  AAA  Bn.,  . 

chapel  dedication  ceremony.  Chaplain  Saxman  is  a  member  of  the  U  1 
Conference.  (U.S.  Army  photo) 
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Second  Natl 
Men's  Meet 
Set 

The  General  Board  of  Lay  Activ¬ 
ities  of  The  Methodist  Church  has 
issued  a  call  to  the  second  National 
Conference  of  Methodist  Men,  to  be 
held  at  Purdue  University,  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  July  19-21,  1957. 
Five  thousand  men  are  expected  to 
attend. 

Full  text  of  the  call  follows: 

The  General  Board  of  Lay  Ac¬ 
tivities  calls  upon  every  confer¬ 
ence,  district,  associate-district, 
and  church  lay  leader,  arid  every 
Methodist  Men  president,  to  make 
certain  that  every  area  of  The 
Methodist  Church  shall  have  rep¬ 
resentation  among  the  5,000  men 
of  Methodism  who  are  expected 
to  attend  the  second  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Men;  to  be 
held  at  Purdue  University,  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  July  19-21,  1957. 

This  national  conference  is 
planned  to  help  the  men  of  Meth¬ 
odism  through  faith,  vision,  and 
action,  to  grow  into  better  in¬ 
formed,  more  effective,  and  whol¬ 
ly  dedicated  Christian  stewards. 

In  1954  the  first  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Methodist  Men  was 
held  at  Purdue.  Twenty-two  hun¬ 
dred  men  left  that  conference 
armed  with  new  information; 
warmed  with  a  sense  of  Christian 
fellowship  growing  out  of  three 
days  spent  with  laymen  across  the 
land;  and  resolved  to  go  back  to 
local  churches  with  an  awakened 
conscience  as  a  result  of  the  in¬ 
spiration  gained  in  high  experi¬ 
ences  of  worship.  They  were  en¬ 
thusiastic  in  supporting  another 
conference.  The  General  Board 
of  Lay  Activities  is  planning  the 
second  National  Conference  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  that  enthusiasm.  A  pro¬ 
gram  is  being  developed  to  as¬ 
sure  that  5,000  men  will  gain  a 
warm  sense  of  WORKING  TO¬ 
GETHER  WITH  GOD. 

At  the  same  time,  Robert  G^  May- 
field  of  Chicago,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activities,  an¬ 
nounced  the  committee  on  general 
arrangements  and  over-all  planning. 
J.  P.  Stafford,  Cary,  Miss.,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Harold  E.  Burns,  New  Wilm¬ 
ington,  Pa.;  and  Dr.  Lloyd  H.  Bert- 
holf,  Stockton,  Calif.  Ray  H.  Nich¬ 
ols,  Vernon,  Texas,  board  president, 
heads  the  program  committee;  El¬ 
mer  Ormiston,  Benton  Hajbor, 
Mich.,  is  chairman  of  the  promotion 
committee;  and  Harold  Phend, 
Monticello,  Ind.,  is  in  charge  of  the 
entertainment  committee. 


CHOOSES  THIS  AS 
NEW  LAND 

Danilo  Bjordjevic,  a  49-year-old 
former  major  in  the  Royal  Yugoslav 
Air  Force  who  preferred  being  a 
refugee  in  Austria  to  pursuing  a 
military  career  in  a  Communist 
country,  is  carving  out  a  new  life 
for  himself  in  South  Euclid,  Ohio. 

Thanks  to  the  help  of  Church 
World  Service,  in  obtaining  assur- 
ances  of  employment  and  housing 
111  fhis  country,  Bjordjevic  came  in 
°rr  the  special  visa  offered  under 
me  Refugee  Relief  Act.  He  arrived 
hy  air  recently  along  with  some  69 
other  European  passengers  admit- 
,ed  under  the  act.  He  is  now  work- 
jfig  as  an  automobile  mechanic  for 
his  American  sponsor. 

fn  1941  the  Yugoslavian  air  offi- 
Cer  was  captured  by  German  troops. 
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A  Tribute  To  James  M.  Hughes 


Rev.  J.  M.  Hughes,  superannuate 
Methodist  minister,  passed  away  at 
his  home  in  Newark  on  Aug.  1,  1956. 
He  was  born  Nov.  17,  1878,  at 

Rienze,  Miss.,  and  was  the  son  of 
Sam'muel  and  Dora  Muller  Hughes. 
Brother  Hughes  began  his  ministry 
in  the  Memphis  Conference,  having 
been  admitted  in  1908.  His  first  pas¬ 
toral  charge  was  Holliday  circuit  in 
Tennessee. 

In  1902  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lula  Frances  Wilkens,  at  Beach 
Bluff,  Tenn.  To  them  were  bom  five 
children,  three  daughters  and  two 
sons.  They  are  Mrs.  Neta  Bennett, 
McRae,  Mrs.  Inez  Lacefield,  Grand 
Prairie,  Tex.,  J.  H.  Hughes,  Jr., 
Hermitage,  Miss  Leola  and  Milton 
U.  Hughes,  Newark.  They  were  all 
at  the  funeral  to  share  their  mother’s 
grief. 

Brother  Hughes  came  to  Arkan¬ 
sas  in  1910  and  joined  the  White 
River  Conference,  and  was  ordained 
elder  iri  the  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  in  1916.  He  superannuated 


in  1948,  having  served  38  years  as 
an  itinerate  preacher.  He  had  served 
charges  at  McRae,  Beebe,  Bald 
Knob,  Clinton,  Swifton,  Newark, 
Sulphur  Rock,  and  Umstead  Memo¬ 
rial,  Newport.  He  was  appointed  to 
Clinton  at  two  different  times,  and 
three  times  to  McRae,  where  he 
served  a  total  of  thirteen  years. 
He  served  as  supply  pastor  after 
his  retirement,  and  was  pastor  at 
Sulphur  Rock  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  all,  he  had  given  45  years 
of  his  life  to  the  ministry. 

Brother  Hughes  was  one  of  our 
best  loved  preachers.  Thousands 
have  been  converted  and  have  join¬ 
ed  the  church  under  his  ministry. 
He  had  conducted  over  a  thousand 
funerals  and  had  officiated  at  at 
least  1500  weddings. 

Funeral  services  were  jield  in  the 
Hazel  Edwards  Memorial  Church, 
where  he  had  formerly  served  eight 
years  as  pastor.  Rev.  Gerald  D. 
Hammett,  the  pastor  was  in  charge 
of  the  services,  assisted  by  Dr.  Har- 


For  Methodists  During  1956-60 

World  Doors  Open  to  the  Evangelists 

W.  W.  REID,  Board  of  Missions 


Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  fact 
on  the  Methodist  horizon  in  these 
post-war  years  is  that  the  church  is 
again  on  the  .march  in  almost  all 
areas  overseas  served  by  her  mis¬ 
sionaries.  The  world  is  in  turmoil 
and  revolution — and  headed  some¬ 
where.  Men  are  looking  for  a  steady 
foundation,  an  assurance  and  secur¬ 
ity  for  tomorrow,  a  goal  for  life  be¬ 
yond  mere  existence:  and,  at  this 
juncture  in  history,  neyr  millions  in 
lands  where  the  gospel  has  been 
proclaimed  are  looking  toward 
Christianity  as  the  answer  to  their 
need. 

Except  for  China — closed  by  com¬ 
munists — men  are  being  baptized 
and  received  into  the  Methodist 
Church  in  greater  numbers  than 
ever  before  in  a  century  of  mis¬ 
sionary  history.  “Methodism  in  our 
mission  areas  today  is  on  the 
march.”  notes  Secretary  Eugene  L. 
Smith.  Men  are  seeking  to  follow 
Christ,  and  the  home  Church  has 
responded  by  increasing  its  mission¬ 
ary  force  during  the  past  decade. 

As  Methodism  enters  a  new  quad- 
rennium  (1956-1960),  the  Board  of 
Missions — sustained  by  World  Serv¬ 
ice  giving  and  by  the  new  Advance 
for  Christ  program— is  endeavoring 
to  keep  pace  with  the  upswing  of 
seeking  and  of  membership  every¬ 
where.  It  is  aiming  to  augment  pre¬ 
sent  missionary  forces  (asking  for 
1200  new  missionaries)  and  to  in¬ 
tensify  evangelistic  efforts. 

In  addition,  the  Board  is  stressing 
unusual  opportunities  for  Christian 
service  in  four  widely-separated 
area6  of  the  world — areas  especially 
open  to  the  gospel  now:  in  Sarawak, 
Borneo,  among  the  Ibans  (Dyaks); 
in  Korea;  in  the  Belgian  Congo;  in 
Bolivia. 


For  four  years  he  was  interned  in 
a  POW  camp  in  Germany  and  later 
sent  to  Austria.  There  he  refused 
repatriation  to  Yugoslavia,  declar¬ 
ing  that  his  greatest  desire  was  to 
find  a  decent  job  and  live  in  free¬ 
dom,  away  from  Communist  threats. 
Without  the  aid  of  the  relief  or¬ 
ganization,  his  hopes  would  have 
been  dim,  for  he  had  no  relatives 
in  America. 


Sarawak,  Borneo 

The  Methodist  Church  has  been 
ministefing  in  Sarawak  (Borneo) 
principality,  for  half  a  century.  But 
the  ministry  has  been  chiefly  to  the 
Chinese  immigrants.  Only  slight 
contact  has  been  made  with  the 
Ibans,  known  also  as  Dyaks,  a  color¬ 
ful  aboriginal  people  from  whose 
earlier  headhunting  proclivities 
grew  many  tales  of  “the  wild  men 
of  Borneo.”  They  are  emerging  in¬ 
to  the  modem  world,  sparked  large¬ 
ly  from  what  they  have  learned 
from  the  Chinese  Christians.  Mos¬ 
lems  are  seeking  them  also;  but,  to 
date,  they  have  shown  willingness 
and  readiness  to  align  themselves 
with  Methodism  in  large  numbers. 
Here  are  a  people  “ripe  for  the 
harvest" — after  instruction. 

Korea 

Korea,  before  Japan’s  forty-year 
dominance,  was  “the  most  Christian 
nation  in  Asia.”  Certainly  the  Chris¬ 
tian  gospel  wa3  making  great  head¬ 
way  in  the  lives  of  millions  of  her 
people.  Churches  and  schools  were 
flourishing.  During  the  years  of  oc¬ 
cupancy,  Korea’s  Christianity  was  a 
solace  and  strength  to  her  people, 
though  conditions  halted  any  steady 
growth  in  converts.  The  “twice-over 
battles”  of  World  War  II  left  thou¬ 
sands  of  her  churches  in  ruins,  mil¬ 
lions  of  her  people  (including  Chris¬ 
tians)  scattered,  destitute,  or  dead. 
Yet  people  are  eager  for  the  gospel. 
“One  has  only  to  put  up  a  banner 
with  a  cross  and  start  to  preach — 
the  crowds  will  come  reverently,” 
says  a  missionary.  “The  Bishops’ 
Appeal”  in  Methodism  rebuilt  many 
churches,  rehabilitated  many  men, 
women  and  children. 

Now  the  people  of  Korea  are  ready 
for  a  great  evangelistic  appeal- 
ready  to  enroll  as  Christians  and 
Methodists.  Says  Missionary  Secre¬ 
tary  Brumbaugh:  “With  all  of  the 
human  life  and  wealth  we  have  in¬ 
vested  in  Korea  for  the  sake  of 
winning  the  ideological  struggle  for 
men’s  loyalties  in  Asia,  we  should 
and  must  be  prepared  to  invest 
more  largely  of  our  life  blood  and 


REV.  J.  M.  HUGHES 


ry  King,  and  the  writer.  Burial  was 
at  Beebe,  the  center  of  a  large  circle 
of  his  friends. — J.  B.  Stewart 


our  possessions  here  in  Christian 
evangelism.” 

The  Belgian  Congo 

A  few  decades  ago,  we  were  say¬ 
ing  that  the  Moslem  trader  from 
the  Mediterranean  area  and  the 
Christian  missionary  from  Europe 
and  America  were  “bidding  for  the 
soul  of  the  African”  in  that  conti¬ 
nent’s  central  belt.  Today  they  are 
still  contending,  but  the  communist 
is  also  making  a  strong  bid.  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  outside  world  is  defi¬ 
nitely  reaching  the  African  and  is 
wooing  him  away  from  old  tribal 
superstittions,  customs,  mores  and 
traditions.  It  is  anybody’s  guess  as 
to  where  he  may  land  in  ten  or 
twenty  years. 

But  this  very  uncertainty  and 
restlessness  is  the  Christian  mission¬ 
ary’s  opportunity.  The  African  has 
learned  much  and  has  been  helped 
much  by  the  missionary — and  the 
African  remembers.  The  Christian 
church  has  today  a  great  opportun¬ 
ity  to  win  Africa:  if  it  fails  it  can 
be  tremendously  serious  to  men 
everywhere. 

The  Board  of  Missions  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  have  its  evangelistic  stress  for 
Africa  center  in  the  Belgian  Congo. 
There  the  government  has  shown 
increasing  cooperation  with  Protes¬ 
tant  missions,  and  the  people  are 
ready  to  receive  instruction  in  large 
numbers.  Scores  of  new  missionaries 
are  needed  to  preach  in  city  and 
rural  areas,  to '  carry  on  schools,  to 
aid  the  farmer,  to  man  hospitals  and 
clinics.  Africa  can  be  won  for  Christ, 
beginning  at  the  “grass  roots.” 

Bolivia 

Until  quite  recently,  the  South 
American  Republic  of  Bolivia — with 
its  almost  2,000,00tT  Indian  popula¬ 
tion,  and  another  million  of  mixed 
races  has  been  considered  one  of 
the  continent’s  most  backward  na¬ 
tions.  But  now  there  is  a  definite 
effort  to  lower  the  rate  of  illiteracy; 
to  extend  the  schools,  medical  serv¬ 
ice,  and  good  government  to  the 
Indians;  and  to  bring  the  state  into 
the  sphere  of  modern  progress. 
There  has  been  a  wave  of  immigra¬ 
tion  not  only  from  Europe  but  from 
Asia. 

Coupled  with  this  stirring  among 
the  people  is  a  new  interest  in  the 
evangelical  witness  to  the  Christian 
faith.  Church  congregations  are 
growing,  Sunday  schools  are  over¬ 
flowing,  and  there  is  demand  every- 
( Continued  on  page  14) 
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Editorials: 


f Political  ‘ffligh.  Roads  c5W  Low  Roads 

WE  are  now  well  into  the  national  campaign  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  and  Republican  parties  to  elect  a  President  of  the 
United  States  for  the  next  four  years. 

Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  quite  a  bit  of  talk  by 
leaders  in  both  parties  about  “High  Roads”  and  “Low  Roads”  in 
campaign  strategy.  To  date  each  party  claims  for  itself  that  it 
has  chosen  the  high  road  and  intimates  or  accuses  the  other  party 
of  having  chosen  the  low  road.  Hence  it  is  that,  up  to  the  present 
time,  the  “road”  argument  seems  to  have  about  reached  a  stale¬ 
mate,  which  is  a  very  good  place  to  bring  an  end  to  this  part  of 
the  campaign  and  turn  to  something  more  in  keeping  with  the 
importance  of  the  campaign  and  more  in  line  with  the  dignity  of 
the  office  involved. 

There  is  not  too  much  differerice  in  the  total  membership  of 
the  two  major  parties  of  the  nation.  Consequently  the  candidates 
for  President  and  Vice-President  in  each  pfirty  are  the  choice  of 
a  party  of  multiplied  millions  of  voters.  Each  party  has  practically 
half  of  the  population  of  the  nation  from  which  to  select  its  can¬ 
didates.  When  either  party,  out  of  its  membership  of  multiplied 
millions  of  people,  selects  the  men  in  the  party  it  thinks  «re  best 
fitted  for  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice-President,  that  selec¬ 
tion,  in  itself,  should  settle  some  questions.  It  should  settle  the 
question  of  good  character,  good  motives,  qualifications  and  native 
ability.  These -questions  should  not  be  up  for  argument  in  the  cam¬ 
paign.  They  should  be  readily  conceded  by  candidates  of 'both 
parties. 

_  \  J  S. 

There  are  differences  in  these  candidates  and  they  are  differ¬ 
ences  in  which  the  citizenship  of  America  is  interested.  The  differ¬ 
ences  lie  in  the  governmental  policies  and  plans  advocated  by 
each  party  and  its  candidates.  Each  party  has  its  distinct  theories 
of  government  and  plans  and  policies  by  which  these  theories 
would  be  implemented.  These  differences  of  approach  to  good 
government,  national  development  and  international  policies  are 
the  matters  of  concern  to  American  voters.  These  are  the  matters 
our  candidates  should  discuss. 

Cheap  politics  and  political  trickery  discredit  a  presidential 
candidate  and  add  nothing  of  dignity  to  the  office  of  President. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  loss  of  prestige  and  respect 
abroad  if  our  presidential  campaign  should  abandon  the  high  road 
for  the  low  road.  Our  candidates  should  discuss  policies  not  per¬ 
sonalities. 


tractors  <£knd  Qermany 

A  recent  press  release  from  World  Around  Press,  an  interna¬ 
tional  news,  gathering  agency,  reports  that  “Every  third 
German  farmer  in  the  Federal  Republic  now  owns  a  tractor, 
according  to  recent  statistics  covering  all  but  the  smallest  agri¬ 
cultural  holdings.  The  number  of  tractors  used  for  farming  pur¬ 
poses  in  West  Germany  totals  approximately  456, #00  .  .  .  and 
represents  one  tractor  for  every  55  acres  under  cultivation.  Great 
Britain  leads  the  world  with  one  tractor  for  every  45  acres;  the 
Federal  Republic  is  second;  while  the  U.S.A.  ranks  third  with 
one  tractor  for  every  110  cultivated  acres.” 

This  report  does  not  give  any  indication  of  what  the  tractor 
situation  may  be  behind  the  iron  curtain  in  East  Germany,  but 
is  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  economic  recovery  that  aid  from 
other  countries  and  the  industry  of  German  people  have  made 
possible  in  th£  11  years  since  the  war.  BuLof  even  more  importance 
is  what  has  happened  because  people  live  in  an  area  where  free¬ 
dom  is  the  rule.  This  indicates  what  responsible  people  will  do 
when  they  are  free  to  choose  and  assistance  is  given  in  a  time 
of  need.  '  i 


Christian  Education  ‘Week  < 

THROUGHOUT  American  Methodism  the  wbek  September  30 
to  October  7  is  Christian  Education  Week.  During  this  period 
special  emphasis  will  be  given  to  a  very  vital  part  of  our 
church  program — Christian  Education. 

In  the  three  Annual  Conferences  of  our  Episcopal  Area,  Sun¬ 
day,  September  30  has  been  designated  as  Church*  School  Rally 
Day.  The  vacation  period  is  over,  public  schools  are  again  in  ses¬ 
sion.  It  is  quite  important  that  our  Church  Schools  have  a  Rally 
Day  in  fact  as  well*  as  in  name  and  begin  our  new  Church  School 
year  with  all  forces  on  the  job. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  remarkable  progress  made  in  the 
program  of  Christian  Education  in  our  area  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  our  three  conferences  have  three  of  the  best  trained,  most 
capable  Executive  Secretaries  of  our  Boards  of  Educatio*n  to  be 
found  in  American  Methodism.  Each  of  these  has  selected  a  staff 
of  conference  and  district  helpers  .that  enables  him  to  channel 
through  to  the  local  church  the  local  church  aids  that  are  of  such 
Inestimable  value. 

Let  us  remember  that  the  Church  School  Rally  Day  offering 
is  vital  in  making  possible  the  work  of  these  Executive  Secretaries 
and  the  members  of  their  staffs  in  conferences  and  districts. 


Quadrennial  Program  ‘Presented  * 

TWO  meetings  held  op,  succeeding  days  last  week  in  this 
Episcopal  Area  marked  the  beginning  of  a  two-fold  emphasis 
about  which  we  will  be  hearing  a  great-  deal  during  the 
quadrennium  1956-60.  At  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 
many  of  the  leaders  of  Arkansas  Methodism  met  in  Little  Rock 
on  "Tuesday,  September  18  and  Louisiana  Methodist  leaders  met 
in  Alexandria  on  Wednesday  to  consider  the  local  church  and 
higher  education  emphasis  which  the  1956  General  Conference 
planned  for  the  churcffi 

Methodism  carries  out  its  church-wide  programs  on  four  year 
plans  with  several  of  these  great  programs  being  successfully 
carried  out  during  the  past  two  decades.  For  the  most  part  these 
programs  have  emphasized  interests  out  beyond  the  local  church. 
This  has  been  a  healthy  expression  of  the  church’s  concern  for 
needs  of  others  as  it  has  provided  large  sums  for  relief  work,  re¬ 
building  churches  in  war-torn  areas,  and  strengthening  the  general 
missionary  program.  Methodists  have  responded  in  a  magnificent 
way  as  these  pressing  needs  have  been  presented  by  church  leaders 
to  them.  Working  hand  ip  hand  with  these -church- wide  emphases 
on  church  and  world-wide  needs  have  been  those  emphases  which 
were  intended  to  strengthen  local  fellowships.  During  this  quad¬ 
rennium,  the  church  will  turn  its  attention  more  directly  to  these 
local  needs — in  local  churches  and  the  schools  of  higher  learning. 

One  cannot  question  the  wisdom  of  this  move.  Methodism’s 
response  to  the  needs  of  the  world  is  dependent  on  strong  local 
churches.  A  period  of  emphasis  when  the  home  base  will  get 
some  attention  will  undoubtedly  result  in  the  church  being  in  a 
better  position  to  render  its  service  to  the  world  at-large.  Hand  in 
hand  with  the  local  church  emphasis  is  that  of  giving  attention 
to  the  needs  of  Methodism’s  colleges.  In  this  area  that  means 
Hendrix  College  at  Conway,  and  Centenary  College  at  Shreve¬ 
port.  Our  people  need  to  know  more  about  our  schools,  what  they 
are  endeavoring  to  accomplish,  what  their  needs  are,  and  what 
are  the  resources  available  to  meet  those  needs.  Leadership  for 
local  churches  is  tied  in  with  the  success  or  failure  of  Methodist 
colleges. 

Local  church  leaders  will  soon  be  hearing  more  about'  these 
two  emphases.  District  meetings  will  acquaint  some  local  church 
leaders.  More  information  will  come  through  these  leaders  to 
other  local  church  leaders.  This  can  be  the  most  fruitful  period 
for  local  churches  of  any  four  year  period.  / 
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An  Interesting  Account  of 

Four  Surprises  Of  - 

The  Holy  Land 

BENTLEY  SLOAN  E,  Shreveport 

\  <, 


REGARDLESS  of  how  much  one  prepares 
for  a  visit  to^the  Hol^  Land  he  can  never 
fully  anticipate  what  sort  of  impact  it 
will  make  *  upon  him.  Palestine  means 
so  much  to  the  Christian  that  he  is  likely  to 
envision  it  in  some  unearthly  manner,  like  the 
Book  oif  Daniel  or  the  Holy  City  of  Revelation. 
But  when  he  goes  he  must  see  it  as  it  is  today, 
however,  he  is  stirred  by  holy  memories  and 
lifted  by  mystical  experiences  as  he  treads  the 
sacred  soil.  , 

I  am  suggesting  my  impressions  in  the 
form  of  four  surprises  of  the  Holy  Land. 

The  Land  Itself 

First,  the  land  itself.  In  our  Sunday  School 
classes  we  have  seen  the  map  of  Palestine  so 
many  times  that  it  seems  like  a  large  and  im¬ 
portant  county.  Dean  R.  E.  Smith  of  Centenary 
College  used  to  open  all  his  Bible  classes  by 
hastily  sketching  a  map  of  Palestine  on  the 
blackboard.  This  'was  the  impression  of  a  large 
country.  But  we  find  it  to  be  a  small,  narrow 
strip  of  land  bordering  the  Mediterranean  hardly 
fifty  miles  across.  The  journeys  of  Jesus  recorded 
in  the  gospels  were  of  short  distance.  At  no 
time  was  Jesus  ever  more  than  100  miles  from 
his  boyhood  hom&  As  we  stood  in  the  Garden 
tomb  in  Old  Jerusalem  Gordon’s  Calvary  was 
only  a  few  hundred  feet  away  and  across  a 
small  valley  within  a  stone’s  throw  was  the 
ancient  city  wall.  The  mount  of  olives  is  a  small 
area  and  Bethany  is  a  suburb  of  Jerusalem. 
Bethlehem  is  hardly  six  miles  south. 

One  is  certainly  surprised  at  the  barren, 
rugged  nature  of  the  land.  Hills  and  mountains 
are  continuous  except  for  a  few  fertile  valleys 
and  the  narrow  strip  bordering  the'  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  Rocks  are  everywhere  and  vegetation 
is  sparse.  In  the  days  of  Jesus  many  sections  of 
the  land  may  have  been  covered  with  forests, 
but  recurring  wars  have  denuded  the  hills.  No 
rain  falls  upon  the  desolate  land  from  April  to 
November.  History  has  been  written  around  the 
water  wells.  Only  in  the  Israel  strip  is  there 
any  extensive  reforestration  and  irrigation  pro¬ 
jects  to  bring  fertility  to  the  soil.  I  saw  prac¬ 
tically  no  song  birds  in  all  the  land.  I  had 
always  presumed  the  sea  of  Galilee  surrounded 
by  gently  rolling  hills,  but  I  was  surprised  to 
see  on  three  sides  precipitous  red  mountains 
barren  of  vegetation  marching  right  down  to 
the  water.  When  the  Gospel  writer  suggested 
that  the  Gadarene  swine  plunged  headlong  into 
the  sea  it  was  a  literal  description.  Even  the 
beautiful  Galilee,  as  well  as  the  Dead  Sea,  is 
below  sea  level.  The  hottest  night  of  our  journey 
was  spent  in  Tiberius. 

But  there  is  a  wild  rugged  beauty  in  the 
land,  and  even  the  “wilderness  of  Judea”  pro¬ 
vides  a  breath-taking  picture  as  the  modern 
Pilgrim  flies  over  it  before  landing  in  Jeru¬ 
salem.  None  of  us  will  ever  forget  the  full  moon 
over  Jerusalem  from  the  Garden,  of  Gethsemane 
softening  its  harsh  lines  and  blending  the  sounds 
°f  animals,  peoples  and  machines.  Those  same 
stars  presided  over  the  divine  drama  unfolded 
before  the  world  2000  years  ago.  Jesus  must 
have  loved  his  native  Nazareth  hills  and  the 
Ue  waters  of  Galilee.  Even  the  Dgad  Sea  has 
a  surprising  beauty  of  its  own.  The  water  is 
£  ear  and  shimmering  colors  play  upon  the  sur- 
*?ce-  At  twilight  as  we  drove  back  from  the 
ead  Sea  we  saw  a  cluster  of  black  Bedouin 
ents  high  on  the  hillside  and  the  twinkling 
Jght  of  their  camp  fires — a  lone  camel  grazing 
f  I 
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on  the  ridge  was  silhouetted  against  the  fading 
sky.  All  of  this  is  the  surprising  beauty  of  the 
land  where  Jesus  lived. 

The  People 

The  second  surprise  the  Holy  Land  gives  to 
the  visitor  is  its  people.  These  Jews  and  Arabs, 
Samaritans  and  Christians  are  all  children  of 
Abraham,  b^t  are  unworthy  heirs  of  the  unfold¬ 
ing  Biblical  drama.  This  is  where  the  great 
David  resided,  Amos  and  Isaiah  preached  and 
Jesus  grew  up  as  a  boy.  We  should  expect  to 
find  a  people  lifted  up  in  spiritual  graces,  clean, 
noble  and  progressive;  but  instead  we  find  pov¬ 
erty,  disease  and  spiritual  apathy  on  every  hand. 
We  would  not  discount  the  strong  centers  of 
progress  like  the  colony  of  Christians  in  both 
Jerusalem  and  the  rpiracle  city  of  Tel- Aviv,  but 
by  every  standard  the  present  day  people  of 
the  Holy  Land  are  disappointing  to  the  western 
Christian.  In  the  town  of  Nazareth  where  so 
many  noble  thoughts'  would  crowd  the  mind,  one 
is  overcome  by  the  poverty  and  filth  of  the 
market  place  and  the  apparent  unconcern  for 
the  hordes  of  ragged  children  running  through 
the  streets  begging  for  “bakshish”.  I  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  a  brighteyed  boy  of  nine  in  Beth¬ 
lehem  and  brought  his  picture  back  to  remind 
me  that  the  only  hope  for  the  future  is  what 
might  be  done  with  the  children.  One  must 
forever  ask  himself  if  God  has  forsaken  this 
land  and  people  because  they  refused  to  accept 
the  gift  of  His  Son  sent  first  to  them.  Can  it  be 
that  Jesus’  parable  of  the  wicked  keepers  of 
the  vineyard  is  here  acted  out  before  us  and 
the  kingdom  has  been  taken  away  and  given 
to  others? 

Political  Conditions 

The  third  surprise  is  the  political  condition 
of  the  Holy  Land.  We  in  America  have  been 
conditioned  in  the  belief  that  God  gave  Pales¬ 
tine  to  the  Jews  and  that  the  Zionist  movement 


back  to  that  country  is  but  a  fulfillment  of  pro¬ 
phecy.  But  in  1947  when  the  United  Nations 
carved  out  the  new  Jewish  state  of  Israel  a  long 
and  bitter  conflict  was  precipitated  between  the 
Jews  and  Arabs.  Israel  is  a  narrow  strip  bor¬ 
dering  the  Mediterranean  with  Arab  Jordan 
lying  just  to  the  East.  The  Sea  of  Galilee,  a 
few  miles  of  the  Jordan  river  and  half  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  is  in  Israel.  The  barbed  wire  border  pa¬ 
trolled  by  armed  soldiers  cuts  right  through 
Jerusalem  and  there  is  no  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  two  states.  To  create  Israel  almost 
a  million  Arabs  were  made  homeless  and  in 
the  Gaza  strip  25  miles  long  and  5  miles  wide 
were  herded  208,000  of  these  refugees. 

To  see  all  of  the  Holy  Land  one  must  cross 
from  one  state  to  another  and  endure  the  ten¬ 
sion,  strife  and  bitterness  between  the  two  peo¬ 
ples  who  claim  Abraham  for  their  common 
father.  At  the  moment  with  world  attention 
upon  the  Suez  Canal  the  whole  Arab  world  is 
enflamed  against  the  West.  In  the  land  where 
'  the  an^gel  chorus  sang  of  peace  and  goodwill  at 
the  birth  of  the  Savior  men  are  ready  to  plunge 
the  world  into  the  chaos  of  war. 

Christianity  in  Palestine  Today 

The  most  tragic  of  the  surprises  which  Pales¬ 
tine  presents  is  the  state  of  Christianity  in  the 
land  of  its  birth.  We  need  not  point  out  the 
current  conditions  of  Mohammedanism  in  Egvpt 
and  the  Holy  Land.  Its  doctrine  of  fatalism  easily 
explains  the  spiritual  and  moral  apathy  of  its 
people.  But  the  Christian  is  shocked  to  find 
the  Christian  church  without  influence  and  with 
little  respect  among  the  people.  Churches  and 
monasteries,  shrines  and  cathedrals  give  one  the 
sense  of  dead  forms  from  which  life  long  ago 
has  departed.  Americans  who  are  accustomed 
to  think  of  a  church  as  a  vital  fellowship  with 
a  program  of  outreach  for  lost  men  and  a  dis¬ 
turbing  conscience  for  society  are  indeed  sur¬ 
prised  to  s°e  these  magnificent  structures  as 
places  chiefly  for  curious  tourists  and  keDt  up 
as  cold  shrines  over  the  holy  places.  Human 
society  with  its  disease,  poverty,  illiteracy,  and 
apathy  flows  bn  and  around  the  churches  mu¬ 
tually  unmindful  of  each  other.  Of  course  there 
are  exceptions,  such  as  the  girls’  home  we  saw, 
a  few  church  schools  and  the  magnificent  work 
of  the  Y.M.C.A.  This  last  institution  in  both 
sections  of  Jerusalem  is  indeed  a  Christian  oasis 
with  a  program  for  youth  and  adults.  It  has 
gathered  up  the  boys  from  the  streets  of  the 
city  and  built  a  recreational  came  for  them  in 
Jericho.  It  has  built  a  nulhber  of  hostels  where 
the  traveller  feels  the  fresh,  clean  spirit  of  Christ 
Our  party  was  the  guest  of  this  noble  institution 
in  the  two  Jerusalems  and  saw  for  ourselves  its 
program  and  influence  not  only  among  the  mas¬ 
ses  of  underprivileged  but  also  among  the  city 
'  officials.  If  this  is  an  example  of  what  Protes¬ 
tantism  can  do  in  Palestine,  then  may  God  hasten 
the  day  when  it  shall  come  in  great  strength. 

If  we  were  surprised  to  find  most  of  the 
churches  merely  shrines  for  holy  places  instead 
of  centers  of  influence,  we  were  in  turn  greatly 
impressed  with  the  magnitude  and  beauty  of 
many  of  them.  As  I  entered  the  temple  area  in 
Jerusalem  and  saw  the  mosque  of  the  Dome 
of  the  Rock  I  stood  awestruck.  Built  at  great 
cost  and  effort  of  the  finest  material  from  all 
over  the  world,  these  noble  structures  excite 
the  soul  and  give  one  a  sense  of  permanence  in 
the  rubble  around  them. 

With  its  classic  beauty  set  in  arches,  mosaics 
and  stained  glass  the  Crusaders  Church  of  St. 
Ann  near  the  spot  where  Mary  was  bom  is  a 
building  of  rare  beauty  with  Gothic  columns  and 
arches.  In  Bethlehem  the  Church  of  the  Nativity 
«  is  a  noble  monument  forever  commemorating  the 
first  Christmas.  In  the  floor  fittingly  in  the  center 
of  the  great  church  is  the  star  of  fourteen  points. 
On  Mt.  Tabor  our  party  had  dinner  in  a  Catholic 
monastery  and  entered  the  lovely  church  of 
Gothic  design  built  with  much  labor  over  a 
period  of  years.  From  a  distance  this  church 
gleams  like  a  rare  stone  set  on  the  top  of  Tabor. 
From  the  air  all  of  these  beautiful-  churches 
create  an  unforgettable  pattern  in  the  midst  of 
sordid  markets  &nd  rocky  hills. 

And  so  the  four  surprises  of  the  Holy  Land 
remain  with  us,  the  land,  the  people,  the  politi¬ 
cal  situation  and  the  religion.  There  is  only  one 
reason  why  this  surprising  land  is  forever  in 
the  mind  and  heart  of  the  Christian.  It  is  the 
land  where  Jesus  lived.' 
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A  Lift  For  Living 
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By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


THE  COMPANY  WE  KEEP 

Each  of  us  keeps  company  with  different  groups  according  to  our 
interests  and  tastes.  There  are  those  who  enjoy  the  same  physical  pleasures 
that  we  do.  They  like  the  same  kinds  of  recreation.  We  join  .with  them 
in  golf  clubs  and  in  fishing  clubs. 

There  are  others  who  have  intellectual  tastes  similar 
to  ours.  They  are  the  ones  with  whom  we  like  to 
discuss  new  books,  '  new  plays,  current  events.  We 
find  fellowship  with  them  in  literary  and  professional 
circles,  in  chambers  of  commerce,  in  medical  societies 
and  bar  associations. 

Then  there  are  those  with  whom  we  find  a  spiri¬ 
tual  fellowship.  They  are  the  ones  with  whom  we  like 
to  sit  and  be  silent.  They  are  the  ones  who  under¬ 
stand  us  when  we  have  experiences  too  deep  for  words. 
They  are  the  persons  to  whom  we  go  when  sorrow 
—  stuns  the  reason  and  numbs  the  body. 

When  disaster  overwhelms,  men  do  not  always  fln^  their  best  con¬ 
solation  among  their  clubmates.  The  men  with  whom  we  like  to  be  in 
lighter  vein  do  not  always  have  what  one  desires  when  “deep  calleth 
unto  deep.”  ' 

When  a  heart  is  breaking  in  his  own  home,  a  doctor  may  not  care 
to  go  for  counsel  to  the  fellow  physicians  with  whom  he  likes  no  discuss 
his  professional  cases.  Rather,  he  may  look  up  some  old  boyhood  friend 
or  family  employee  who  can  sit  down  with  him  and  understand  his  sorrow. 

Fiction  and  real  life  are  full  of  situations  in  which  a  wayward  hus¬ 
band  who  thinks  he  has  found  a  new  affinity  outside  his  home  discovers,- 
in  the  hour  of  shattering  disaster,  that  the  one  whose  spirit  can  best 
answer  his  spirit  is  the  faithful  wife  who  has  suffered  with  him  through 

the  years.  „  .  ,  .  .  . 

This  fellowship  of  kindred  spirits  which  we  crave  in  our  moments  of 

deepest  need  must  be  cultivated  if  it  is  to  be  preserved.  We  need  friends  of 
the  spirit  and  we  must  show  ourselves  friends  of  the  spirit  to  others  who 


need. 

In  a  chapter  of  an  arresting  little  book  entitled  “What  on  Earth  Are 
You  Doing?”,  a  Kansas  banker,  Charles  J.  Chandler,  tells  of  a  little  group 
of  Wichita  business  and  professional  men  who  meet  at  7:30  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  day  in  each  month  for  half  an  hour. 

These  six  or  eight  men  who  are  looking  for  companionship  on  the 
spiritual  level  come  together  for  ten  minutes  of  silence,  then  ten  minutes 
pf  devotional  reading  by  some  member  of  the  group.  At  times  one  or 
another  of  the  group  may  then  express  a  thought  that  moves  him.  More 
often  they  close  with  ten  minutes  of  silence.  And  the  banker  adds: 
“Throughout  the  days  that  follow,  one  finds  himself  silently  carrying 
in  his  heart  his  companions  of  those  minutes  of  spiritual  fellowship.” 

If  such  little  groups  of  friends  of  the  spirit  were  multiplied  through¬ 
out  the  land,  only  God  could  measure  their  influence.  If  godless  commu¬ 
nism  can  spread  its  influence  through  countries  by  its  cells  of  subversive 
individuals,  why  cannot  godliness  be  spread  by  cells  of  Christian  com¬ 
radeship? 

It  can,  and  it  must,  if  those  whom  Christ  called  the  salt  of  the  earth 
are  not  to  lose  their  savor  and  be  trodden  underfoot.  With  all  our  Social 
and  professional  and  political  groups,  let  us  remember  what  George  Fox, 
the  founder  of  the  Quakers,  urged:  Men  should  “know  one  another  in 
that  which  is  eternal.” 

It  is  heartening  to  note  the  increasing  practice  of  conducting  ^.re¬ 
treats,  in  which  men  go  away  from  the  busy  rush  of  secular  living  to  be 
in  fellowship  with  God  and  a  few  friends  of  the  spirit. 

My  friend,  J.  C.  Penney,  in  one  of  his  many  interesting  writings,  tells 
of  a  man  who  was  packing  his  bag  to  spend  a  few  days  at  one  of  these 
spiritual  retreats.  His  young  son  heard  him  say  That  he  was  “making  a 
retreat”  that  week  end.  Knowing  best  the  language  of  the  war,  the  lad 
remarked,  “Retreat,  Dad!  Who  is  after  you?”  As  Mr.  Penney  added,  it  is 
not  so  much  who  but  what  is  after  modern  man.  We  know  “the  world 
is  too  much  with  us  .  .  .  Getting  and  spending,  we  lay  waste  our  powers.” 

In  our  search  for  subversives  since  the  war,  we  have  heard  much 
about  “guilt  by  association.”  Let  us  remember  that  there  is  also  “goodness 
by  association.”  We  judge  men  by  the  company  they  keep.  We  also  lift 
men  by  the  company  they  keep. 
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Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 

THAT  MAN? 

Jesus  wasn’t  any  too  popular  in  Capernaum 
anyway.  He  had  not  joined  the  Gennesaret 
Country  Club.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  could- 
n’t  use  Him  because  his  queer  ideas  of  doing 

Cus  “ess  were  too  "radical"  for  most  »I  the 

local  businessmen.  The  members  of  the  First 
Synagogue  weren’t  much  interested  m  asking 
Hta  to  “in  their  church  because  He  was  al¬ 
ways  running  around  with  a  lot  of  dirty,  sick 
r>oor  weople  who  wouldn’t  be  worth  much  t 
any  church.  They  certainly  didn’t  pay  enough 
taxes  to  make  them  very  valuable  citizens.  But 
2m  Jesus  was  a  nice  sort  of  a  carpenter  who 
woild  take  a  job  of  woodwork  any  time  you 
gave  it  to  Him,  except  on  the  Sabbath.  His 
hands  were  hard  and  sometimes  stained  with 
Jhe  dyeTthat  He  used  to  finish  the  woodwork 
that  He  made.  There  was  one  thing  nice  abou 
Him  though.  Any  little  girl  could  come  crying 
S  Him  whh  her  broken  doll,  and  He  would 
Stop  the  profitable  jobs  and  fix  her  doll.  Boys 
found  a  real  friend  in  Him  when  they  needed 
His  deft  hands  to  repair  their  small  carts  tha 
carried  their  simple  toys.  Yes,  you  had  to  call 
Him  a  friendly  fellow  even  though  He  was  a 
bit  unusual. 

The  citizens  of  Capernaum  could  have  put 
up  with  all  His  little  quirks  if  He  would  stay 
away  from  the  loafers  at  the  seashore.  Why  you 
could  hear  it  said  in  any  barber  shop  on  Mai 
Street,  or  any  bridge  club  in  Galilee  Hills  SUb 
division  that  Jestis  spent  more  time  with  the 
fishermen  than  with  anybody  else.  Can  you 
imagine  it?  He  even  chose  Simon,  son  of  Jonan 
o  Some  a  follower,  THAT  MAN?  Why  he 
smelled  so  strongly  of  fish  that  you  wouldn  t 
want  him  on  the  same  pew  in  church.  He  could 
outcurse  a  Galilean  sailor.  Everybody  knew 
that  Simon  was  a  nobody.  His  old  father  never 
had  amounted  to  anything.  You  mean  Jesus 
picked  THAT  MAN? 

Yes,  Jesus  picked  that  man.  He  picked  a  lot 
of  other  simple,  poor  folk.  He  also  picked  a  lot 
of  sinners,  including  me.  He  looked  on  a  per¬ 
son’s  heart  and  saw  a  little  of  good  in  him  or 
her.  Then  He  chose  that  person  to  follow  Him 
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|  On  A  Wide 
Circuit 

|  W.  W.  Reid 

CHRISTIAN  CONCERN  IN  THE  ATOMIC 
AGE 

Has  the  Christian  any  religious  responsi¬ 
bility  to  God  and  to  mankind— anything  to  say 
to  science,  and  to  government,  and  to  the  human 
race— in  this  “Atomic  Age”  into  which  the 
world  is  just  entering? 

The  affirmative  answer  made  to  this  ques¬ 
tion  by  a  brilliant  young  Oxford  mathematician- 
physicist  (who  also  occupies  a  pulpit  each  Sun¬ 
day  as  a  lay  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  England)  was  to  many  the  “high  point”  of 
the  World  Methodist  Conference  recently  held 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  Professor  Charles  A. 
Coulson,  Ph.D.,  D.Sc.,  F.R.S.,  regarded  in  both 
America  and  Europe  as  one  of  the  world’s 
leading  nuclear  physicists,  deeply  moved  his 
audience  by  his  plea — buttressed  by  scientific 
considerations— that  Christians  work  at  all  levels 
of  life  to  halt  the  use  of  atomic  (nuclear)  dis¬ 
coveries  for  their  possible  "destructive  power 
vastly  exceeding  anything  previously  known,” 
and  to  work  for  their  use  “to  open  for  us  the 
gates  of  new  life.” 

“The  Christian  abdicates  his  position,”  he 
said,  “if  he  refuses  to  face  the  implications  of 
this"  strange  and  powerful  influence  (atomic 
energy),  and  leaves  to  others  the  answering  of 
those  fundamental  questions  which  accompany 
it.”  He  pointed  out  that  both  the  U.S.A.  and 
Russia  are  believed  to  have  “a  stockpile  of  nu- 


and  to  witness  for  Him.  That’s  why  so  many 
humble  folk  are  so  glad  to  testify  for  Him.  Is 
is  also  the  reason  why  so  many  comfortable 
people  Think  that  Jesus  hasn’t  anything  that 
they  need?  God  needs  all  sorts  of  people  .  .  • 
the  rich,  the  poor,  the  clean,  the  unclean,-  the 
saints,  the  sinners.  Somewhere  in  that  list  is 
a  place  for  you  and  me.  Let’s  not  worry  about 
what  the  other  fellow  is  or  isn’t.  Let’s  just  be 
joyful  that  Jesus  has  a  place  for  us  in  His 
great  program.  Let  us  express  our -thanks  to 
Him  by  joyfully  accepting  our  share  of  Chris¬ 
tian  responsibility  wherever  we  find  it. 


clear  weapons  adequate  to  destroy  practically 
all  large  communities  everywhere  in  the  world, 
and  such  that  the  poisonous  remains  from  their 
explosion  would  kill  almost  all  life  of  every 
kind  which  managed  to  escape  direct  death.”  He 
spoke  of  the  manner  in  which  radio-strontium 
can  accumulate  in  bones  and  destroy  through 
creating  anaemia;  how  it  can  be  absorbed  by 
the  soil  and  transferred  to  man  through  plants. 
“The  human  race  has  now  got  to  learn  to  live 
in  the  shadow  of  a  mushroom  cloud,”  he  as¬ 
serted. 

On  the  other  hand,  Professor  Coulson  pointed 
to  some  of  the  possible  values  of  nuclear  power 
to  the  whole  human  race — in  industry  and 
transportation,  in  power  to  irrigate  and  develop 
the  world’s  arid  areas,  in  the  sphere  of  biology, 
in  the  field  of  medicine,  in  the  speedy  blossom¬ 
ing  of  the  world’s  underdeveloped  areas.  Such 
uses  will  be  more  and  more  vital^  as  world 
population  '  increases,  he  pointed  out,*  especially 
with  the  lessening  of  coal  and  oil  supplies. 

“Here  surely  the  Christian  has  something  to 
say,  some  responsibility  to  discharge  to  his 
fellows,  Christian  and  non-Christian  alike,” 
said  Professor  Coulson.  “For  we  know  that  this 
close  companionship  of  wretchedness  and 
greatness,  fear  and  love,  pity  and  hate,  Heaven 
and  Hell,  is  the  very  essence  of  God’s  creative 
purpose.  For  the  possibility  of  nuclear  knowledge 
is  a  sign  of  God’s  providence,  and  our  winning 
of  this  knowledge  is  a  gift  of  God,  as  though 
he  would  treat  us  no  longer  as  spiritual  babes 
but  as  full-grown  men  and  women.  Here  in 
this  very  crisis  is  the  material  of  victory — God/s 
victory  in  us.”  x 

In  the  pre-scientific  ages  (as  in  biblical 
times),  Professor  Coulson  pointed  out,  the 
Judaeo-Christian  emphasis  was  on  the  worth  of 
the  individual.  In  the  scientific  age  just  ending, 
the  individual  has  been  generally  lost  in  con¬ 
cern  for  the  mass.  But  in  the  Atomic  Age,  he 
said,  religion  must  again  secure  a  concern  for 
the  individual.  “We  must  see  man  as  a  child 
of  God,”  and  deal  with  moral  and  ethical  prob¬ 
lems  raised  by  science  in  the  light  of  that  reve¬ 
lation.  We  must  also,  he  said,  extend  our  con¬ 
cept  of  stewardship  to  realize  that  uranium  is 
not  ours,  but  God’s— and  for  his  purposes. 

“I  believe  that  the  Christian  church  should 
publicly  condemn  all  use  of  large-scale  bomb 
explosions,”  he  concluded,  “because  it  is  an  of¬ 
fense  against'  the  children  of  God  to  use  a  wea¬ 
pon  of  this  type.”  He  proposed  a  wider  sharing 
of  all  nuclear  knowledge  among  all  nations, 
and  the  beginning  of  one  or  more  vast  enter¬ 
prises  of  human  welfare  (such  as  the  irrigation 
of  a  desert  area)  through  the  use  of  atomic 
power. 
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Links  Suez  Situation  To  Islam 


Expansion 

London  (RNS)  —  A  Church  of 
England  official  said  here  President 
Gamal  Abdel  Nasser  of  Egypt  was 
acting  as  “the  paladin  of  Islam”  in 
the  “Suez  Canal  episode.” 

Canon  Max  Alexander  Cunning¬ 
ham  Warren,  general  secretary  of 
the  Church  Missionary  Society, 
wrote  in  its  newsletter: 

“Behind  Colonel  Nasser’s  protes¬ 
tation  of  independence  lies  all  the 
emotional  drive  of  the  Arab  renais¬ 
sance  of  the  last  thirty  years.  And 
with  this  must  be  seen  a  widespread  ~ 
effort  to  promote  a  revival  of  Islam 
as  a  religious  force  which  can  unite 
the  Muslim  peoples  of  the  world  in 
a  political  bloc  able  to  negotiate 
from  strength. 

“Islam  is  most  certainly  on  the 
march.” 

Canon  Warren  said,  .“We  must  ask 
what  this  increase  of  tension  in  the 
heart  of  the  Muslim  world  means 
for  the  continuing  mission  of  the 
Christian  Church.” 

He  said  Egypt  was  trying  to  take 
the  leadership  in  the  Islamic  re¬ 
vival  movement. 

“There  is  some  evidence  for  the 
fact  that  there  is  considerable  Egyp¬ 
tian  influence  in  the  Muslim  emi¬ 
rates  of  Northern  Nigeria,”  Canon 
Warren  stated.  “An  independent 
Northern  Nigeria  might  well  find 
its  natural  affiliation  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  Meanwhile  the  Egyptian  broad¬ 
casts  are  heard  all  over  East  Afri¬ 
ca.” 

The  missionary  leader  warned 
that  the  Suez  Canal  situation  may 


Movement 
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result  in  underdeveloped  countries, 
newly-independent  ones  or  those  on 
the  brink  of  independence  being 
starved  of  capital  investment  from 
the  West. 


Communist  Paper 
Switch  Stand  On  Church 
Membership 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  East  Germany’s 
official  Communist  organ  told  read¬ 
ers  that  a  church  member  could 
join  the  party. 

Neues  Deutschland  also  said,  in 
another  deviation  from  Communist 
policy,  that  Christian  workers  were 
welcome  in  the  party. 

The  paper  added  that  the  “Soc¬ 
ialist  workers’  movement”  and  “up¬ 
right  Christendom”  have  quite  a 
few  social,  ethical  and  moral  points 
of  contact. 

However,  it  stressed  that  “Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism,  based  on  dialectical 
and  historical  materialism  is  the 
proper  ideology  for  all  progressive 
people.”  The  party,  it  said,  will 
“patiently  and  insistently  convince 
all  workers  of  the  correctness  of 
this  ideology. 

A  few  weeks  ago  Neues  Deutsch¬ 
land  called  upon  all  party  members 
to  be  “unremitting  in  their  fight 
against  religion.”  Party  members 
were  warned  against  taking  a  “neu¬ 
tral”  attitude  towards  religion  and 
regarding  it  as  an  “abstract  issue 
outside  of  the  class  struggle.” 


Want  Rural  Problems  On  Agenda  Of 
Next  World  Council  Assembly 


Genevh  (RNS) — Sixty-five  rural 
experts  from  15  countries  have  ask¬ 
ed  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
to  include  problems  of  rural  life  on 
the  agenda  of  its  next  Assembly, 
expected  to  be  held  in  Asia  in  1960. 

The  request  was  made  by  a  week- 
long  Conference  on  the  Church  and 
Rural  Life  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  World  Council’s  Ecumenical 
Institute  at  near-by  Bossey. 

The  delegates  also  voted  to  ask 
the  World  Council  for  another  in- 


CHARGE  COMMUNIST 
READY  FOR  ANTI¬ 
RELIGIONS  DRIVE 

Vatican  City  (RNS)  —  Charges 
that  a  new  anti-religious  drive  is 
being  planned  in  Soviet-occupied 
Lithuania  were  made  by  the  Vatican 
Radio  in  a  series  of  foreign-language 
broadcasts. 

It  said  the  atheistic  press  has  in¬ 
creased  the  volume  of  its  attacks 
on  religion  and  the  “people’s  educa¬ 
tors”  continue  disseminating  their 
Pseudo-scientific  teachings,  “seizing 
®very  opportunity  to  make  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Church  appear  crim¬ 
inal.” 

The  Catholic  clergy  is  being  pen- 
®.llzed  and  abused  “just  as  in  Stalin’s 
the  station  said, 

Nevertheless,  it  added,  “Catholic 
Rhuanians  reject  Communism,  and 
^'ery  oppressive  act  committed  by 
e  regime  only  tends  to  increase 
resistance  of  the  people.  The 
ew  remaining  churches  are  enjoy- 
g  increasing  attendances.” 
aft  6  ^ticnn'  station  recalled  that 
er  the  Soviet  occupation  the  Com- 
nnists  launched  simultaneous  cam- 
0]jlgns  against  every  phase  of  Cath- 
c  hfe  in  Lithuania.  It  said  the 
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ternational  rural  life  conference  in 
1958  or  1959. 

-They  urged  that  the  next  confer¬ 
ence  include  adequate  representa¬ 
tion  from  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America,  more  lay  participants  “So 
that  the  voice  of  the  farmer  himself 
can  be  heard  more,”  and  greater  em¬ 
phasis  on  educational  problems  in 
relation  to  rural  life. 

In  addition,  they  suggested  that 
a  group  of  theological  consultants 
be  invited  in  order  to  provide  coun¬ 
sel  on  theological  aspects  of  rural  i* 
life  problems. 

Major  topics  discussed  at  the  con¬ 
ference  included  the  rural  exodus, 
new  methods  of  evangelizing  rural 
areas  and  problems  involved  in  two 
generations  living  on  the  same  farm. 

The  group  considering  “flight 
from  the  land”  opposed  attempts  to 
“revive  the  old  rural  culture.”  Its 
members  reported  that  mechaniza¬ 
tion  in  the  West  was  inevitable  and 
welcome. 

“A  new  culture  must  begin  to 
flower  in  a  mechanized  age,”  the 
group  agreed.  “The  rural  community 
can  only  find  itself  in  the  broader 
context  of  the  whole  community  and 
the  world,  and  the  city  must  help 
the  rural  community  to  find  itself.” 


concordat  with  the  Vatican  was 
cancelled,  the  Papal  Nuncio  ordered 
out  of  the  country,  Catholic  organi¬ 
zations  dissolved,  Catholic  schools 
closed,  the  Catholic  preSs  banned, 
and  priests  arrested  and  deported. 

“This  campaign  was  so  success¬ 
ful,”  the  broadcast  said,  “that  by  the 
end  of  1955,  there  remained  only 
one  higher-ranking  priest  in  the 
whole  country.” 


Bishop  Moore  To  Make 
68th  Overseas  Mission 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  Methodist 
Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  Atlanta 
will  leave  Sept.  26  on  the  first  lap 
of  a  missionary  journey  that  will 
take  him  around  the  world.  It  will 
be  his  68th  mission  overseas. 

As  an  official  representative  of 
thp  denomination’s  Council  of  Bi¬ 
shops  and  Board  of  Missions,  he  will 
go  to  Lucknow,  India,  to  attend  the 
Centennial  Celebration  Oct.  31-Nov. 
3  marking  the  founding  of  Metho¬ 
dism  in  that  country.  He  also  will 
assist  in  the  consecration  of  three 
new  bishops  at  the  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Southern  Asia,  Nov.  4-12. 

Accompanying  him  will  be  the 
Rev.  Rembert  Sisson,  pastor  of 
Druid  Hills  Methodist  church,  At¬ 
lanta;  the  Rev.  Bevel  Jones  of  Aud¬ 
ubon  Forest  church,  Atlanta;  and 
the  Rev.  Frank  Moorhead  of  First 
church,  LaGrange,  Ga. 

The  four  also  will  visit  England, 
France,  Italy,  Lebanon,  Syria,  Jor¬ 
dan  and  Pakistan.  They  will  return 
home  in  mid-December  by  way  of 
Hong  Kong,  Japan,  Formosa,  Korea 
and  Hawaii. 


Speaker  Rayburn 
Joins  Primitive  Baptist 
Church 

Denison,  Tex.  (RNS) — Speaker 
of  the  House  Sam  Rayburn,  who 
had  never  been  affiliated  with 
any  congregation,  was  received 
into  the  Primitive  Baptist  church 
at  Tioga,  Grayson  County,  on 
Sept.  2,  its  pastor  declared  here. 

Elder  H.  G.  Ball,  the  pastor, 
said  Mr.  Rayburn  “explained  that 
he  selected  this  church  because 
his-  father  was  a  member  and  it 
coincided  with  his  religious  be¬ 
liefs.” 

Mr.  Ball  said  only  a  few  close 
friends  of  the  Speaker  were  pres¬ 
ent  when  he  was  baptized  in  the 
church. 

The  pastor  has  been  a  friend  of 
Mr.  Rayburn  for  many  years. 

The  regular  baptismal  service 
was  conducted  for  Mr.  Rayburn, 
the  only  difference  being  that  it 
was  held  in  the  presence  of  a 
small  group  of  friends  rather 
than  before  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion. 


World  Appeal  Issued  For  Better 
Human  Relations 


Nijmegen,  the  Netherlands  (RNS) 
— An  appeal  to  men  and  women 
throughout  the  world  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  improve  human  re¬ 
lations  in  every  field  of  life  through 
cooperation,  study  and  concerted 
action  was  issued  by  the  first  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  on  Human  Re¬ 
lations. 

The  conference,  held  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  the  Catholic  University  of 
Nijmegen,  was  sponsored  by  the 
World  Brotherhood  organization. 

It  was  attended  by  more  than  250 
churchmen,  educators,  social  scien¬ 
tist,  business  men  and  labor  leaders 
from  36  countries.  Among  the  par¬ 
ticipants,  in  addition  To  many  Chris¬ 
tians,  were  a  number  of  Jews,  Mos¬ 
lems,  Hindus  and  Buddhists. 


In  issuing  the  appeal,  the  partici¬ 
pants  expressed  hope  that  the  work 
of  the  conference  might  “provide 
some  guidance  in  steering  a  de¬ 
termined  course  towards  integration 
of  all  the  people  of  the  world.” 

“It  is  our  conviction  that  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  human  relations  might 
have  an  irrevocable  influence  on  the 
future  of  mankind  which,  today,  is 
at  a  critical  stage  of  development,” 
they  said. 

“Human  relations  between  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  in  all  fields  of 
human  life  have  been  and  remain 
subject  to  rapid  and  fundamental 
changes.  Many  old  ways  of  human 
approach  and  behavior  are  no  long¬ 
er  appropriate  nor  even  tolerable. 
New  ways  of  human  interaction  and 
new  attitudes  are  imperative.” 


family  to  experience  the  true  Christmas  with  its  deep  meaning  and 
•its  fullest  joys.  But  it  won’t  just  happen  that  way,  you  will  have  to 
prepare  for  it. 

Prepare  for  Christmas  with  daily  devotions,  as  a  family  group  or 
individually.  The  November-December  issue  of  The  Upper  Room  is 
especially  planned  and  written  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  holy  season. 
Millions  of  families  and  individuals  around  the  world  will  use  its 
daily  readings  and  prayers  to  make  the  Christmas  season  more  mean¬ 
ingful.  Join  them!  Get  a  copy  at  your  church. 


Individual  subscriptions,  by  mail,  $1.00  per  year*  three 
years,  $2.00.  Ten  or  more  copies  of  one  issue  to  one 
address,  7  cents  per  copy.  AIR  MAIL  edition  for 
service  men  a.nd  youth  —  same  prices. 


*  *r*% 


‘  The  world  s  most  undely  used  devotional  guide.  '•  ■  ■■■* 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


REV.  W.  H.  GILES,  pastor  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Boga- 
lusa,  has  been  elected  presiednt  of  the  Ministerial 
Alliance  of  that  city  for  the  I$56-57  term. 

MISS  LOUISE  SHARP,  Youth  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  evening  service  of  the  Nolley  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  of  Jena,  Sunday,  September 
9.  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  O.  LYNCH,  pastor  of  the  Nolley 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Jena,  writes 
that  progress  is  being  made  toward  the  erection 
of  additional  Sunday  School  rooms.  Ten  rooms 
are  to  be  erected  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000. 

MEMBERS  and  friends  of  the  Epps  Methodist 
Church  recently  enjoyed  a  meeting  of  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  and  a  covered  dish  supper,  which 
was  followed  by  the  Sunday  night  worship  serv¬ 
ice.  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

STAFF  SERGEANT,  A.  L.  Bumgarner,  who  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  a  year  of  service  in 
Korea,  presented  a  program  of  Korean  films  to 
an  interested  group  at  the  Epps  Methodist 
Church,  Wednesday  night,  September  12.  Rev. 
J.  B.  McCann  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

A  COURSE  in  human  geography,  required  for 
teacher  certification,  has  been  resumed  in 
Centenary  College’s  evening  -division  after  a 
lapse  of  several  years.  A.  C.  Doyle,  principal  of 
-Hamilton  Terrace  School  in  Shreveport,  is  teach¬ 
ing  the  three-hour  credit  course. 

REV.  JOHN  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the  Pine- 
ville  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker 
at  a  joint  meeting  of  all  Methodist  Mens  Clu i  s 
of  Monroe  and  West  Monroe,  Wednesday  night, 
September  19.  The  meeting  was  held  at  Bern¬ 
stein  Parle  and  was  a  supper  meeting.  x 

DR.  JOHN  R.  WILLINGHAM,  professor  of  Eng¬ 
lish  at  Centenary  College,  is  the  author  of 
a  book  review  published  in  the  current  issue  of 
“The  Nation”  magazine.  Dr.  Willingham  review¬ 
ed  the  book,  “Noblesse  Oblige”  by  the  British 
author,  Nancy  Mitford.  His  work  has  appeared 
previously  in  the  magazine. 

ON  BROWN,  head  of  the  art  department  at 
J  Centenary  College,  has  launched  a  ten-week 
*ries  of  television  programs  attempting  to  show 
iat  art  can  be  taught  by  this  medium.  Station 
1SLA-TV  in  Shreveport  and  Centenary  are  co¬ 
perating  in  this  experimental  program  with  the 
istructions  being  presented  at  12:30  p.  m.  each 
unday. 

EV.  E.  W.  CORLEY,  retired  member  of  the 
l  Louisiana  Conference,  now  living  in  West 
Monroe,  preached  at  the  morning  service  of  the 
Sterlington  Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  Septem¬ 
ber  16  Dr.  Ben  R.  Oliphint,  pastor  of  St  Paul  s 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  preached  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  service.  Rev,  W.  M.  Allen,  pastor  of  the 
Sterlington  Church  was  ill  at  the  time. 

SOME  95  laymen  attended  the  retreat  fo?  the 
Shreveport  and  Ruston  Districts  at  Caney 
Lake  recently,  according  to  Robert  P.  Lay,  Gil¬ 
liam,  Conference  Lay  Leader  in  Louisiana.  Dr. 
Wayne  North,  of  the  General  Board  of  Evangel¬ 
ism,  delivered  two  messages.  Mr.  Lay  said  $98 
was  given  for  the  Alaskan  College  at  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

REV.  WILSON  WATSON,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ponchatoula,  was  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Days 
Methodist  Church,"  Greensburg,  September  17- 
23.  The  morning  Service  on  September  23  was 
followed  by  a  dinner  on  the  grounds.  Rev.  J.  R. 
Woodward  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  JOE  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  guest  speaker  Tuesday  at  the  noon 
luncheon  meeting  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Rotary 
Club,  which  meets  at  the  Cedar  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  discussed  the  topic,  ‘The  Far 

Page  Eight 


East”  and  related  some  of  the  experiences  en¬ 
countered  when  he  accompanied  the  Centenary 
College  choir  on  its  Far  Eastern  tour  during  the 
summer. 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  preached  in  revival 
services  at  the  Gibsland  Methodist  Church,  Sep¬ 
tember  16-23.  Except  for  Sundays,  services  were 
held  daily  at  7:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  Congrega¬ 
tional  singing  was  led  by  Mrs.  H.  E.  Morrow, 
with  Mrs.  Myrtle  Terry  at  the  organ.  Rev.  Joe  H. 
Robinson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER,  pastor  of  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  Methodist  Church,  will  preach  in 
revival  services  in  the  church  the  week  of 
October  8-14.  Official  Board  night,  and  Youth 
night  will  be  observed  as  special  nights  during 
the  week.  On  Sunday,  October  14  there  will  be 
a  dinner  on  the  grounds  observance,  followed  by 
open  house  at  the  parsonage  and  the  church, 
for  members  and  friends  to  see  the  recent  addi¬ 
tions  to  both. 

JACK  TEAGARDEN,  Instructor  in  English  at 
Centenary  College,  will  teach  a  workshop- 
type  course  in  creative  writing  in  the  college’s 
evening  division  this  year.  Emphasis  will  be  on 
mood  setting  characterization,  point  of  view,  plot 
and  dialogue  writing.  Enrollment  will  be  limited 
to  15  students  with  a  genuine  interest  in  learning 
to  recognize  the  craftmanship  involved  in  cre¬ 
ative  writing.  The  course  is  different  from  any¬ 
thing  ever  offered  in  the  evening  school. 
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|RS.  DAVID  MAXFIELD  is  now  serving  as 
Director  of  Music  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
DeRidder.  She  will  serve  as  organist,  as  well  as 
director  of  the  senior,  youth,  and  children’s 
choirs.  Mrs.  Maxfield  is  a  graduate  of  American 
University,  Washington,  D.  C.,  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  in  music  education  and  organ.  She 
served  as  choir  director  and  organist  for  the  past 
eighteen  months  at  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church, 
Falls  Church,  Virginia.  Rev.  James  C.  Whitaker 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

J.  C.  LOVE,  Ruston  Methodist  layman,  was 
named  on  September  18,  as  a  member  of 
'the  executive  committee  of  the  Methodist  Tele¬ 
vision,  Radio  and  Film  Commission,  at  an  organ¬ 
izational  meeting  of  the  Commission  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  Mr.  Love  was  named  a  member  of 
the  Commission  at  the  recent  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  in  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Love  was  also 
named  vice-chairman  of  the  Jurisdictional  Com- 
-mission  at  its  organizational  meeting  at  Dallas 
on  September  20. 

ANEW  CLASS  has  been  organized  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  for  ex¬ 
ceptional  children.  Mrs.  H.  R.  Conley  will  be 
the  teacher.  The  <;lass  was  begun  through  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  P.  L.  Roberts,  Mrs.  Frank  Stroud 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Rogers,  and  the  Commission  of 
Education,  who  felt  the  need  for  such  a  class. 
Materials  selected  for  use  will  be  those  approved 
by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education,  and  the 
class  will  be  held  during  the  eleven  o’clock  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Rev.  F^ed  S.  Flurry  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  CARROLLTON  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  has  announced  the  opening  of  a 
Day  Nursery  on  September  10.  The  ages  are 
three  and  four  year  olds;  hours  are  9:00  a.m. 
to  12:00  noon,  Mondays  through  Fridays.  Tuition 
is  $15.00  per  month  per  child.  Activities  will  be 
stories,  games,  handcraft  and  music,  with  special 
emphasis  on  music  for  children,  Mrs.  Elfreds 
Davis,  instructor  having  had  special  training  in 
this  kind  of  work.  This  nursery  is  sponsored  by 
the  church,  but  will  be  operated  on  a  non-de- 
nominational  basis.  Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas  is 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Cahal  is 
director  of  the  nursery. 

PLANS  for  the  organization  of  five  new  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Calcasieu  parish,  west  of 
the  Calcasieu  river  have  been  announced  by 
Rev.  Sam  Nader,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  The  plans  were  outlined  in  a 
meeting  of  the  West  Calcasieu  Methodist  Lay¬ 


men’s  association,  which  will  sponsor  member- 
ship  surveys  in  the  affected  communities,  with 
the  first  survey  in  the  Moss  Bluff  area.  President 
Earl  Schexnailder  outlined  planned  activities  of 
the  association  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The 
October  meeting  will  be  held  at  West  Lake 
October  11.  Sheriff  Henry  Reid  will  b&  the  guest 
speaker. 

ZACHARY  Methodists  are  planning  a  “Brush 
Arbor  Day”,  Sunday,  September  30.  On  that 
day  they  hope  to  have  collected  in  full  $20,000 
which  will  enable  thern  to  start  construction  of 
a  new  educational  building.  Rev.  James  W.  Ailor 
pastor,  said  that  Brush  Arbor  Day  will  also  be 
Church  School  Rally  Day.  An  attendance  goal  of 
200  has  been  set  by  W.  S.  Smith,  superintendent 
of  the  Church  School.  The  program  for  the  day 
also  includes  a  homecoming,  basket  dinner 
preaching  in  the  morning,  singing  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  a  time  for  remembering  the  days  of 
the  beginning  of  this  congregation  in  an  arbor  in 
1890. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  A.  M.  SEREX  will  fly  to  Gen¬ 
eva,  Switzerland,  and  visit  in  Montreaux 
with  relatives  and  friends  during  their  vacation. 
In  Montreaux  they  will  be  joined  by  Rev.  George 
W.  Pool,  former  associate  pastor  of  the  Rayne 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  which 
Dr.  Serex  is  now  serving.  On  their  return  they 
will  stop  over  in  Belgium  and  London  where 
Dr.  Serex  has  preaching  engagements.  During 
his  absence  the  pulpit  will  be  filled  by  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris,  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  on  September  23  and  October  14;  Dr. 
George  H.  Wilson,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
oi>  September  30,  and  the  Rev.  A.  O.  Jernigan, 
minister  of  Education  of  the  church  on  October 
7  and  21. 
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ROY  O.  MARTIN,  JR.,  is  general  chairman  of 
the  $300,000  Building  Fund  Drive  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria.  A  “loyalty  din¬ 
ner”  was  held  at  the  church,  Thursday,  Septem¬ 
ber.  20,  in  the  Fellowship  Hall,  "to  which  every 
family  of  the  "church  was  invited.  Mr.  Martin 
says  the  building  fund  phase  of  the  every  mem¬ 
ber  canvass  planned  wcfuld  provide  for  (1)  con¬ 
struction  of  a  modern  two-story  educational 
building  on  the  two  lots  recently  purchased  be¬ 
hind  the  church  property,  (2)  air-conditioning 
the  present  church  school  buildihg,  (3)  improv¬ 
ing  our  church  offices  for  greater  staff  efficiency, 
(4)  purchase  of  a  parsonage  for  the  associate 
pastor  plus' (5)  improvements  later  to  the  sanctu¬ 
ary.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

MISS  MARGARET  PHELPS,  daughter  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  William  B.  Phelps  of  Shreveport, 
has  been  awarded  the  first  of  the  $350  William 
G.  Phelps  Scholarship  at  Centenary  College. 
This  us  an  annual  scholarship  established  recently 
by  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  of  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport.  Miss  Phelps  is 
the  granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  G. 
Phelps,  and  will  make  her  home  with  her  grand¬ 
parents  on  the  edge  of  the  Centenary  campus, 
during  her  years  at  the  college.  She  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  St.  Vincent’s  High  School,  and  was  editor 
of  both  the  yearbook  and  the  student  newspaper 
and  was  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society 
and  Quill  and  Scroll.  She  was  chosen  to  receive 
the  scholarship  on  the  basis  of  high  moral  char¬ 
acter  and  outstanding  scholastic  records. 


NEW  TEMPERANCE  MATERIAL 
AVAILABLE 

New  Methodist  legislation  concerning  alco¬ 
hol  problems  has  been  incorporated  in  a  revised 
edition  of  the  booklet  BLUEPRINT  FOR  TEM¬ 
PERANCE  ACTION,  just  off  the  press. 

Published  by  the  Methodist  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance,  BLUEPRINT  is  a  .local  church  guide  fof 
temperance  education  and  action.  Branch  stores 
of  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  will  carry  the 
book  and  it  is  available  direct  from  TEM  Press, 
100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.  E.,  Washington  2,  D.  D- 
Price  is  75c  per  copy.  > 

BLUEPRINT  contains  messages  from  Bishop 
G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Brooks,  Dr. 
Caradine  R.  Hooton  and  other-Methodist  leaders. 

A  revised  resource  list  of  temperance  mate* 
rials  is  a  part  of  the  book.  More  than  100  separate 
audio-visual  and  printed  items  are  listed. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^ 
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Ground-Breaking 

Ceremonies  For 
^  St.  Luke's  Church 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for 
the  new  sanctuary  of  the  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
were  held  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
September  23. 

Immediately  after  the  ground¬ 
breaking,  a  reception  was  held  in 
the  present  educational  building  for 
members  who  have  joined  the. 
church  during  the  past  year.  The 
cost  of  the  sanctuary,  according  to 
announcement,  will  be  approximate¬ 
ly  $135,000  with  an  additional  outlay 
of  $15, p00  for  furnishings.  The  sanc¬ 
tuary  ^ill  seat  more  than  300,  will 
be  modified  modern  in  design  and 
will  be  completely  air-conditioned. 
It  will  adjoin  the  educational  build¬ 
ing  which  has  served  as  a  temporary 
sanctuary  since  the  church  was  or¬ 
ganized  eight  years  ago. 

'Rev.  W.  Spencer  Wren  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


CONFERENCE  ADVANCES 
QUADRENNIAL  PROGRAM 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  annual  conference.  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tin  led  in  the  presentation  of  the 
General  Conference  legislation  re¬ 
lating  to  this  emphasis.  It  was  point¬ 
ed  out  that  the  main  objectives 
sought  are  a  deeper  understanding 
by  Methodists  of  the  work  being 
undertaken  by  Methodist  colleges 
and  a  program  of  evaluation  by  col¬ 
leges  to  determine  their  place  and 
contribution  to  the  total  life  of  the 
church. 

Officers  Named 

Officers  elected  during  the  after¬ 
noon  session  to  head  this  emphasis 
for  the  quadrennium  include  J.  C. 
Love,  Ruston,  chairman,  Rev.  James 
T.  Harris,  Monroe,  vice-president. 
Dr.  C.  P.  Lipscomb,  Ponchatoula, 
secretary;  members  of  the  executive 
committee  with  the  officers,  Sam 
Jones,  Lake  Charles,  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice, 
Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  Robert  Carter, 
Covingtdn,  C.  O.  Holland,  Minden, 
Leslie  McKinsey,  Baton  Rouge,  Bob 


OPELOUSAS  HOLD 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Church  at  Opelousas. 

Special  services  each  night  during 
the  preceding  week,  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  direction  of  the  Opelousas  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton,  included 
sermons  by  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  La¬ 
fayette  District  Superintendent,  Rev. 
Sam  Nader,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harp¬ 
er,  Ruston,  and  ■£>r.  R.  H.  Harper, 
Golden  Meadow.  Rev.  Clyde  Shaw, 
Alexandria,  presented  a  worship 
service  of  special  music  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  on  Wednesday  evening 
a  three  act  pageant  portraying  the 
history  of  the  Opelousas  church  and 
beginning  of  Louisiana  Methodism 
was  presented.  This  pageant  was' 
written  and  directed  by  Mrs.  John 
Holbrook,  Opelousas. 

The  educational  building,  erected 
during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Harper, 
has  been  in  use  several  years.  M.  H. 
McLeod  served  as  chairman  of  the 
buildipg  committee  for  the  educa¬ 
tional  building  and  as  co-chairman 
with  B.  A.  Rose  of  the  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Sanctuary.  Jack 
Sharp  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Sanctuary  Plans  Committee. 

Clayton  J.  D’Avy,  Jr.,  was  the 
architect,  and  Horace  Rickey  the 
General  Contractor. 


SCHOLARSHIP  ESTABLISHED  IN 
HONOR  OF  FORMER  TEACHER 


Presenting  the  check  marking  establishment  of  the  William  G.  Phelps 
Scholarship  at  Centenary  College  is  a  delegation  from  the  Men’s  Bible 
Class  of  the  Broadmoor  Ftethodist  Church.  The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
Centenary  vice-president  and  former  pastor  of  the  church,  is  seated,  hold¬ 
ing  the  check.  From  left  to  right,  standing,  are  Raymond  B.  Oliver,  pres¬ 
ident;  G.  M.  Anderson,  vice  president;  H.  C.  Miller,  secretary,  and  Jim  G. 
Wimberly,  treasurer. 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
CONFERENCE  SET 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
boards  of  local  churches  have  been 
urged  to  send  their  pastors  and  se¬ 
cure  attendance  of  lay  members. 

Those  attending  need  to  bring 
their  own  linens,  towels,  blankets, 
and  personal  effects. 

The  high  point  of  the  Conference 
is  expected  to  be  a  forum  on  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Town  and  Country  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  District  Superintend¬ 
ents. 


Crosby,  Jr.,  DeRidder,  and  Rev. 
George  Pearce,  Jr.,  Natchitoches. 


William  G.  Phelps,  professor  emer¬ 
itus  of  Centenary  College  and 
“grand  old  man  of  education”,  has 
been  honored  by  members  of  the 
Broadmoor  Methodist  Men’s  Bible 
Class  of  Shreveport  which  he  taught 
■for  many  years. 

The  class  has  established  a  $350 
annual  scholarship  at  Centenary  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Phelps,  and  the  award 
will  be  known  as  the  “William  G. 
Phelps  Scholarship”. 

Raymond  B.  Oliver,  president  of 
the  class,  said  the  scholarship  will' 
be  given  each  year  to  a  student 
recommended  by  the  college  schol¬ 
arship  committee  on  the  basis  of 
scholastic  achievement,  high  moral 
character  and  financial  need. 

Although  such  scholarships  nor¬ 
mally  are  established  as  memorials 
after  death,  Mr.  Oliver  said  mem- 


Centenary  Installs  Memorial  Organ 


A  new  pipe  organ,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones  of  New 
Orleans,  now  is  being  installed, in  the  spired  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College,  Shreveport. 

The  $27,500  organ  has  been  more  than  two  years  in  the 
making  and  was  ordered  before  the  chapel  was  completed 
in  May,  1954.  Mrs.  Jones,  a  member  of  the  Centenary  College 
Board  of  Trustees,  is  president  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  a  fre¬ 
quent  visitor  on  the  campus. 

The  organ,  containing  more  than  1,300  pipes,  was  manu¬ 
factured  by  the  Boston-Aeolian-Skinner  Organ  Company.  It 
has  27  ranks  of  pipes,  three  manuals  and  pedal  and  will  be 
divided  into  two  tonal  chambers,  one  on  either  side  of  the 
chapel  chancel. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Williams  of  New  Orleans  are  in¬ 
stalling  the  instrument  and  expect  to  complete  the  work  in 
about  two  months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  also  supervised 
installation  of  the  organs  at  the  First  Methodist,  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  Holy  Cross  Episcopal  Churches  in  Shreveport. 

William  C.  Teague,  organist  and  assistant  professor  of 
music  at  Centenary,  said  the  organ  will  replace  a  Bald\yin 
electronic  organ  given  the  college  by  Mrs.  A.  J.  Peavy  of 
Shreveport,  also  a  member  of  the  college  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  electronic  organ,  which  is  portable,  will  be  used  as  a 
practice  instrument  for  organ  students  in  the  school  of  music 
and  will  be  kept  available  on  the  campus  for  special  events. 

Mr.  Teague  said  the  new  organ  will  be  used  for  all 
functions  in  the  chapel  and  also  to  assist  in  training  religion 
students  who  plan  to  become  church  organists  upon  the 
completion  of  their  educations. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  installation,  dedication  cere¬ 
monies  will  be  held  on  the  campus.  Mr.  Teague  said  a  series 
of  organ  recitals  by  himself,  student  organists  and  guest 
artists  are  in  the  planning  stage.  He  hopes  eventually  to 
bring  guest  artists  of  international  reputation  to  the  local 
chapel. 


Installing  an  organ  containing  some  1,300  pipes  is  a 
complicated  business,  as  evidenced  by  the  extreme  con¬ 
centration  with  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Williams,  New 
Orleans  experts,  work  as  they  install  the  new  pipe  organ 
in  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  in  Shreveport. 


bers  of  the  class  wished  to  honor 
Mi*.  Phelps  during  his  lifetime  in 
recognition  of  his  outstanding  work 
as  a  Methodist  lay  leader  and  edu¬ 
cator  and  for  his  exemplification  of 
the 'best  qualities  of  a  true  Christian 
gentleman. 

The  class,  composed  of  some  125 
Shreveport  business  and  professional 
men,  now  is  taught  by  another  Cen¬ 
tenary  professor,  Dr.  W.  W.  Pate, 
head  of  the  college  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Economics.  A  former 
pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church,  the  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
is  vice  president  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  chairman  of  the  scholar¬ 
ship  committee  which  will  recom¬ 
mend  the  recipient.  He  said  he  will 
meet  with  the  scholarship  committee 
within  the  next  week  or  two  to  se¬ 
lect  the  initial  recipient  of  the  schol¬ 
arship. 

Others  who  assisted  in  handling 
arrangements  and  raising  funds  for 
the  scholarship  are  the  following:  H. 
C.  Miller,  class  secretary;  G.  M.  An¬ 
derson,  vice  president,  and  Jim  G. 
Wimberly,  treasurer. 

Mr.  Phelps  resides  at  137  East 
Washington  St.,  just  at  the  edge  of 
the  campus  of  the  college  he  served 
for  26  years.  He  was  professor  of 
classical  languages,  literature  and 
G,erman  from  1923  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1949  and  for  15  years  pre¬ 
viously  was  a  teacher  of  Greek,  La¬ 
tin,  German  and  history  at  the  Ter¬ 
rill  School  for  Boys  in  Dallas,  Tex. 

A  native  of  Nova,  Ohio,  he  was 
graduated  from  Oberlin  College  with 
the  AB  degree  in  1897  and  earned 
his  AM  degree  at  Princeton  Univers¬ 
ity.  He  did  advanced  study  at"Cor- 
nell  University,  the  University  of 
Michigan,  the  American  Academy  in 
Rome,  Italy,  and  Chicago  University. 

He  has  held  membership  in  the 
Classical  Association  of  >he  Middle 
West  and  South,  the  Eugene  Field 
Society,  the  Mark  Twain  Society 
and  many  other  professional  organ¬ 
izations.  He  is  the  author  of  “The 
Glory  that  Was  Greece”,  “Two  Ro¬ 
man  Papers”,  “Lessing,  Champion  of 
Universal  Brotherhood”  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  booidets. 
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THE  SIX  RED  PLUMS 


IT  was  a  beautiful  day  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  Aunt  Mary  had  ar¬ 
rived  for  a  visit.  How  glad  the 
little  girls  were! 

Soon  Aunt  Mary  called,  “Anna 
come  here!”  Anna,  who  was  a  little 
girl  only  five  years  old,  heard  her 
aunt’s  voice  from  the  kitchen,  and 
ran  as  fast  as  her  little  feet  could 
carry  her. 

When  she  came  into  the  kitchen, 
she  saw  some  large,  ripe,  red  plums 
in  a  dish  on  the  table.  There  were 
six  of  them. 

“What  do  you  think  I  called  you 
for?”  asked  Aunt  Mary.  Anna 
locked  at  the  red  plums  with 
longing  eyes. 

“You  and  Ella  may  have  a  little 
feast  upstairs  with  your  dolls  this 
afternoon,  as  it  is  too  wet  for  you 
to  go  out.  There,  divide  those  be¬ 
tween  you  —  three  for  you  and 
three  for  Ella.  Hold  your  apron.” 
And  her  aunt  poured  the  six  plums 
out  'of  the  dish  into  Anna’s  apron. 

“O  Auntie,”  cried  Anna,  “all 
these  for  -  us!  Thank  you  very 
much!”  And  she  turned  to  carry 
the  plums  up  to  Ella. 

When  Anna  reached  the  top  of 
the  first  set  of  stairs,  she  thought 
she  would  just  like  to  rest  herself 
and  look  at  the  red  plums;  so  she 
sat  down  on  a  stair  and  opened  her 
apron.  The  plums  were  all  safe, 
six  of  them,  and  they  did  look 
good! 

“Three  for  me  and  three  for 
Ella,”  thought  Anna.  “Three  are 
mine,  my  own.  I  shall  eat  one 
now.”  And  Anna  ate  one  of  her 
plums.  It  was  very  sweet  and  juicy. 

“I  think  I  like  plums  better  than 
anything,”  said  Anna  to  herself,  as 
she  began  to  mount  the  stairs  to 
the  next  landing.  There  she  sat 
down,  and  opened  her  apron  once 
more  to  look  at  the  plums.  ‘  Three 
are  for  me,”  she  said,  half  aloud; 
“I  shall  eat  one  now.  They  are 
mine  so  I  can  eat  them  when  I 
like.” 

She  ate  another,  and  liked  it 
better  than  the  first.  Then  she 
went  up  the  last  stairs  to  the  nurs¬ 
ery.  She  opened  the  door.  “Ella!” 
she  cried. 

Ella  sat  by  the  window  holding 
her  doll.  “What?”  she  answered. 
“What  have  you1,1  in  your  apron?” 

“Plums,”  said  Anna,  “and  Auntie 
says  we  are  to  divide  them.” 

“Oh,  how  good!”  ,  criad  Ella. 
“How  many?” 

“Let  me  see,”  said  Anna,  and 
she  turned  rather  red  in  the  face. 
“One,  two,  three,  four.”  She  put 
them  on  the  table  as  she  spoke. 

“Two  for  you  and  two  for  me,” 
said  Ella.  “How  nice!  Ofle  for  me, 
and  one  for  my  doll;  and  one  for 
you.  and  one  for  your  doll.  How 
kind  of  Auntie!  Let  us  get  our  plates 
and  put  them  on.” 

She  ran  to  the  nursery  cupboard 
and  took  out  of  it  two  little  plates 
— one  white  with  a  pink  rim,  and 
one  white  with  a  blue  rim.  The 
pink  plate  was  hers,  and  the  blue 


Anna’s.  Two  plums  were  put  on 
each  by  Ella. 

Then  they  placed  their  chairs  at 
the  table,  brought  their  dolls,  and 
had  what  every  little  girl  knows 
is  really  a  feast  for  the  dolls’ 
mammas. 

Ella  ate  and  enjoyed  her  two  red 
plums,  and  Anna  ate — I  can’t  say 
that  she  enjoyed — the  other  two. 
I  think  she  must  have  felt  rather 
uncomfortable;  for  she  knew  she 
was  doing  a  selfish  thing,  and  that 
she  had  done  very  wrong.  She  did 
not  play  at  all  happily  afterward. 
She  spoke  crossly  to  Ella. 

After  a  little  while  Aunt  Mary 
came  in  to  see  how  they  were  get¬ 
ting  along.  Seeing  the  stones  on 
the  two  little  plates,  she  asked 
“Well,  did  you  enjoy  the  plums? 
But  how  is  this?  I  see  only  four 
stones  here!” 

Anna’s  face  flushed. 

“What  did  you  do  with  the  other 
two  plums,  Anna?  Did  you  eat 
them  on  the  stairs?” 

“And  gave  Ella  two  when  you 
came  up,  and  yourself  two?” 

“Yes,”  answered  Anna. 

“That  was  very  selfish,  Anna;  I 
am  shocked,”  said  Aunt  Mary.  And 
then,  without  saying  any  more,  she 
went  away. 

Anna  stood  for  a  minute,  red 
from  shame,  and  then  went  and  hid 
her  face  on  the  bed  and  sobbed. 


She  felt  that  she  had  been  a 
naughty  girl. 

Ella  put  her  arms  around  Anna’s 
neck,  and  tried  to  comfort  her  by 
saying  that  she  did  not  want  the 
other  plum,  nor  did  her  doll — but 
all  in  vain.  Anna  would  not  be 
consoled. 

By  and  by  the  nurse  came, 
dressed  the  two  little  girls,  and 
combed  their  hair.  Then  they  sat 
down  on  two  chairs,  each  with  her 
doll,  waiting  for  the  maid  to  come 
and  take  them  down  to  supper. 

When  Alice,  the  maid,  opened 
the  door,  they  jumped  off  their 
seats  and  ran  to  her.  She  had  in 
her  hand  a  tray,  on  which  were  a 
bowl  of  milk  and  some  bread. 

The  maid  said,  “Only  Ella  is  to 
go  down.  Anna’s  supper  is  on  the 
tray.” 

Anna  knew  well  enough  why 
she  was  to  stay  upstairs,  and  she 
cried  as  if  her  heart  would  break. 

When  Aunt  Mary  came  in  that 
night  to  kiss  the  children  as  she 
always  did,  after  they  were  in 
bed,  she  bent  over  Anna,  and  said, 
“Did  Anna  know  why  she  did  not 
come  downstairs  tonight?” 

“Yes,  yes,  Auntie-  I  am  sorry 
now.  I  won’t  aver  do  so  again,”  she 
said,  “never,  never.” — Second  Read¬ 
er. 


THE  FALLING  LEAVES 

By  Annabel  Wolfe 

O,  see  the  leaves  all  red  and  gold 
Just  falling  from  the  tree, 

They  flit  and  roll  and  whirl  about, 
They  want  to  play  with  me. 

I  wish  that  I  could  be  a  leaf, 

I’d  be  so  gay  and  free 
And  then  I’d  fly  and  whirl  and 
dance 

From  my  home  in  a  tree. 

I  wonder  that  they  don’t  get  lost 
A-racing  with  the  breeze, 

The  miles  and  miles  they  travel  fast 
And  perhaps  reach  the  seas. 


THE  BAIRNS 

That  little  friend  of  mine  who 
thinks  out  ways  of  proving  to  me 
that  I  am  slow  of  wit,  and  then 
waits  until  I  am  busy  in  my  little 
garden  to  score  over  me,  came  along 
last  Tuesday  evening.  “Mr.  Ezra,” 
he  said,  “you  see  that  man  going 
along  the  avenue?  He’s  Mr.  White, 
and  do  you  know,  he  can’t  hear  it 
thunder?”  “Then  he  must  be  very 
deaf,”  I  commented.  “No,”  he  re¬ 
plied,  “it  isn’t  that.  It’s  just  that  it 
isn’t  thundering!” 

After  that  he  chattered  about 
cabbages  and  kings  until  he  thought 
it  time  for  another  adventure  of  the 
kind  he  loves,  “Mr.  Ezra,”  he  said, 
“have  you  got  a  sister?”  “I’m  sorry 
to  say  I  haven’t,”  I  replied.  “Well,” 
he  said,  “if  you  did  have  one,  and 
was  walking  with  her  on  the  pier 
somewhere,  and  she  fell  in  the 
water,  why  wouldn’t  you  be  able 
to  rescue  her?”  “Because  I  can’t 
swim,”  I  opined.  “No,  he  said,  “that’s 
not  the  reason.  It’s  because  you 
couldn’t  be  her  brother  and  assist 
her  too!” 

Then,  having  no  more  to  say  that 
evening,  he  grinned,  and,  ‘like  the 
famous  Arabs,  silently  stole  away. 
— Ezra,  in  the  “Methodist  Recorder.” 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


The  battered  motorist  slowly  came 
to.  “Where  am  I?”  he  asked. 

“Take  it  easy,  sir,”  said  the  nurse. 
“You’re  in  114.” 

Still  doubtful,  the  motorist  asked, 
“Room  or  cell?” — Louisville  Courier- 

Journal  Magazine. 

*  ♦  * 

A  small  girl  went  to  church  with 
her  grandmother.  When  the  collect¬ 
ion  plate  was  passed,  the  youngster 
gazed  at  the  assortment  of  bills  and 
change  and  then  quietly  deposited 
her  dime. 

When  they  arrived  home  she  re¬ 
marked  in  bewilderment,  “I  don’t 
know  why  some  people  had  to  pay 
a  dollar  in  church.  I  got  a  good  seat 

for  only  a  dime.” — Capper’s  Weekly. 

*  *  * 

“I  believe  my  husband  is  the 
most  generous  man  on  earth.” 

“How’s  that?” 

“Well,  I  gave  him  a  dozen  of  the 
loveliest,  ties  for  Christmas  and  he 
took  them  right  down  and  gave 
them  to  the  Salvation  Army.” 


MY  GRANDMOTHER 


I  love  my  Grandma  just  a  lot, 

I  measure  it  like  this, 

And  then  she  shows  how  she  loves  me 
By  giving  me  a  kiss. 

Sometimes  we  sing  a  merry  song 
And  then  I  run  to  play, 

But  I  like  to  be  with  Grandma 
And  I  wish  she’d  come  to  stay. 

,  — A.E.W. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS. LOUISIANA  AREA 


FALL  SEMINARS  BEING  HELD 


New  Orleans 

The  twelfth  annual  Educational 
Seminar  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  wil^  be  held  Thursday,  Sep¬ 
tember  27th,  at  the  Gretna  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Gretna,  Louisiana. 

Registration  is  set  for  9:30  a.  m. 
A  devotional,  led  by  Mrs.  Allen 
Jernigan,  will  begin  the  schedule 
at  10:00  a.  m.  Mrs.  Jernigan  will 
use  the  theme  “The  Spirit  of  Christ 
For  All  of  Life”. 

From  10:45  a.  m.  until  12:15  noon, 
two  classes  will  be  in  session: 
“Youth  in  A  Responsible  Society — • 
A  Christian’s  Concern”,  Mrs.  Max 
L.  Clayton,  instructor,  and  “Paul’s 
Letters  to  Local  Churches”,  Mrs.  W. 

D.  Davis,  instructor. 

The  afternoon  schedule  will  be 
highlighted  by  a  workshop  for  circle 
and  program  leaders.  Those  con¬ 
ducting  the  workshop  include  Mrs. 

E.  J.  Barksdale,  Mrs.  Max  L.  Clay¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  C,  J.  Tackaberry,  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Cayard,  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Pirsig. 

District  Educational  Seminars  are 
the  links  between  the  conference 
Schools  of  Missions  and  the  local 
Societies.  The  program  is  planned 
each  year  to  present  the  Approved 
Studies  of  the  Woman’s  Division  for 
the  current  year,  the  Church-wide 
Study,  and  the  programs  from  the 
current  Program  Book.  Mrs.  Louis 
Zeller,  manager  of  the  book  store, 
will  have  all  adult  texts,  guides  and 
supplementary  books  available  for 
sale. 

Miss  Eula  Cato  is  president  of 
the  host  Society.  Mrs.  G.  F.  Pirsig, 
district  secretary  of  Missionary  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  Service  is  director  of 
the  Seminar. 


Searcy 

The  Seminar  for  the  Searcy  Dis¬ 
trict  was  held  in  two  sections  of 
the  long  district,  one  at  Jacksonville 
and  the  other  at  Leslie.  Mrs.  Walter 
Jimerson,  Sr.,  district  president  and 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Reaves,  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education,  presided  over  the 
sessions.  Twenty-six  societies  were 
represented  with  160  women  attend¬ 
ing. 

The  devotional  was  given  by  the 
local  pastors,  Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate  and 
Rev.  J.  W.  Moore. 


The  study  on  “Southeast  Asia” 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Jimerson; 
“Missions  U.S.A.”  by  Mrs.  Vance 
Thompson  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Johnston; 
“Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches’* 
by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Sturdivant  and  Mrs. 

B.  Watkins  and  “Youth  in  a  Re¬ 
sponsible  Society”  by  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Fulbright  and  JVIrs.  W.  R.  Griffin, 
assisted  by  a  group  presenting  a 
Playlet. 


The  program  booklets  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Olmstead  and 
Mrs.  John  Moose. 

A  report  on  a  recent  Mission  Tour 
Nashville  was  given  by  Carmaleta 
Wooley  and  Miss  Joe  Ellen  Baugh, 
two  of  the  girls  from  Jacksonville 
^ho  made  the  tour  and  by  Mrs. 
funerson,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Watkins  and 
Mrs.  Vance  Thompson,  women  who 
accompanied  the  young  people. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Griffin  of  Heber 
Springs  was  introduced  as  the  new 
district  secretary  of  Supply  Work 


and  Mrs.  Roy  Lonsinger,  Beebe,  as 
secretary  of  Spiritual  Life. 

Both  meetings  proved  helpful,  in¬ 
spirational,  and  interesting.  —  Mrs. 
E.  G.  Kaetzell,  Recording  Sec’y 


Camden 

The  Camden  District  Seminar  was 
held  at  Jackson  Street  Church,  Mag¬ 
nolia,  Tuesday,  September  11,  with 
172  present.  The  meeting  was  open¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  Walter  Birch,  District 
President,  who  introduced  Mrs. 
Claud  Clark,  District  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service. 
Mrs.  Clark  was  in  charge  of  the 
program. 

“Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches” 
was  presented  by  Rev.  John  Lind¬ 
say,  pastor  of  the  host  church,  who 
read  Romans  12  and  led  in  prayer; 
Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Spiritual  Life,  and  Mrs. 
Glenn  Martel,  who  gave  the  skit, 
“Interview  With  Paul”;  and  Mrs. 
Irene  G.  Williams,  who  presented 
materials  for  this  study. 

The  churchwide  study,  “High 
Hour  of  Methodism”,  was  reviewed 
by  Rev.  John  Lindsay. 

Mrs.  Howard  Elder,  District  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Christian  Social  Relations, 
led  in  presenting  “Youth  in  a  Re¬ 
sponsible  Society”.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott, 
Mrs.  Charles  Primm,  Mrs.  Glenn 
Martel,  and  Mrs.  Murphy  assisted 
her. 

Program  and  worship  material  for 
the  year  was  held  up  by  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Hale,  District  Vice-President,  and 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Stratton,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Rus¬ 
sell,  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Seaton,  local 
vice-presidents.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Curtis, 
District  Secretary  of  Literature  and 
Publication,  called  attention  to  the 
new  literature,  which  was  on  sale 
during  the  noon  hour.  Mrs.  Glenn 
Martel,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service, 
spoke  briefly. 

After  lunch,  Mrs.  John  Rickey, 
District  Secretary  of  Youth  Work, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  R.  H.  Shaddock, 
Mrs.  Mack  Burdine,  and  Mrs.  L.  E.# 
Swinn,  gave  some  highlights  on 
“Mission  Field,  TJ.S.A.” 

A  group  of  women  in  costumes 
representing  the  Southeast  Asian 
countries  led  by  Mrs.  H.  S.  Hardee 
reviewed  briefly  the  status  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  each  of  these  places  as 
an  introduction  to  the  study,  “South¬ 
east  Asia”. 

The  goals  for  the  new  quadrenni- 
um  were  given  in  an  candlelighting 
service.  Mrs.  J.  F.  McKinnon,  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary  of  Promotion,  Mrs. 
C.  Z.  Couch,  District  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Wilmer  Lewis,  District  Secretary  of 
Student  Work,  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Fincher,  District  Secretary  of  Status 
of  Women,  took  part  in  this  cere¬ 
mony. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Mrs.  J.  F.  McKinnon. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF  , 

“The  Spirit  of  Christ  for  All  of 
Life”  was  the  topic  of  the  devo¬ 
tional  given  by  Mrs.  Jesse  Johnson 
at  the  September  meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Van  Buren  First  Church 
when  they  met  September1 4  at  the 
church.  « 

Circle  One  was  hostess  for  the 


WOMAN'S  DIVISION  ELECTS 
OFFICERS  , 


Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman,  of  Lewis- 
burg,  Tenn.,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  succeeding  Mrs.  Frank 
G.  Brooks,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa, 
who  had  served  the  previous  eight 
years. 

The  Woman’s  Division  elected  six 
major  officers,  only  one  of  whom 
held  over  from  the  1952-56  quad- 


MRS.  JUANITA  SHAW 
CHOOSES  KOREA 

Almost  six  years  ago,  Naval  Lieut. 
William  Hamilton  Shaw  lost  his  life 
in  a  bombed-out  village  five  miles 
from  Seoul,  Korea.  He  and  another 
member  of  his  patrol,  just  four  days 
ashore  from  the  Inchon  landing  with 
Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur,  were 
killed  by  communist  gunfire. 

To  go  to  Korea  as  a  naval  officer, 
Lieut.  Shaw  had  given  up  studies 
at  Harvard  University  that  would 
have  prepared  him  to  follow  in  the 
pathway  of  his  father,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  E.  Shaw,  lifetime  Metho¬ 
dist  missionary  (p  Korea.  He  had 
also  given  up,  for  the  second  time, 
his  family — his  wife,  Mrs.  Juanita  R. 
Shaw  and  two  sons. 

After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs. 
Shaw,  an  attractive  daughter  of  an 
Ohio  Methodist  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  Rev.  William  B.  Robinson, 
returned  to  her  home  state,  Ohio, 
and  established  a  home  in  Kent.  She 
went  back  to  college  and  got  a 
degree  in  education.  For  a  while 
she  taught  school  and  then  became 
a  social  caseworker. 

This  spring  the  Board  of  Missions 
got  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Shaw,  saying 
she  wanted  to  go  to  Korea  as  a 
Methodist  missionary.  “I  feel  my 
place  is  in  Korea,”  she  wrote. 

And  so,  on  June  21,  along  with  11 
other  young  persons  who  will  be 
leaving  soon  to  serve  the  Methodist 
Church  in  its  overseas  mission  fields, 
Mrs.  Shaw  was  commissioned  a  mis¬ 
sionary  by  Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines 
in  the  Gobin  Memorial  Methodist 
Church  at  Greencastle,  Ind.  The 
commissioning  service  was  part  of 
an  annual  conference  of  new  and 
furloughed  Methodist  missionaries 
on  the  campus  of  DePauw  Univers¬ 
ity. 

Then  later  this  summer,  Mrs. 
Shaw  with  her  sons,  William,  12, 
and  Stephen,  6,  will  leave  for  Seoul,* 
where  she  will  become  a  teacher  at 
the  Seoul  Foreign  School,  a  school 
for  missionary  and  other  American 
children. 

When  Mrs.  Shaw  arrives  in  Korea 
to  join  her  husband’s  parents,  an¬ 
other  chapter  will  have  been  added 
to  what  might  well  be  considered 
a  modern  epic  of  Methodist  missions 
in  Korea— the  story  of  the  Shaw 
fatpilj/ 

Since  the  war,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw 
have  continued  to  serve  the  land 
that  they  have  made  their  adopted 
home. 


covered  dish  luncheon,  followed  by 
the  business  meeting  with  Mrs.  R. 
S.  Wilson,  president,  presiding. 


rennium.  She  is  Mrs.  J.  Ernest  Wil¬ 
kins,  Washington,  D.  C.,  wife  of  an 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  in 
President  Eisenhower’s  Cabinet.  She 
was  re-elected  recording  secretary. 
The  other  new  officers  are  four 
vice-presidents,  three  of  whom  also 
are  chairmen  of  the  three  major 
program  departments  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion.  They  are: 

Mrs.  T.  Otto  Nall,  Evanston,  Ill., 
wife  of  the  editor  of  Methodism’s 
national  magazine,  the  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  general  vice-president;  Mrs. 
John  M.  Pearson,  Hancock,  N.  Y., 
vice-president  and  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Work  in  Foreign 
Fields;  Mrs.  Cecil  P.  Hardin,  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  vice-president  and 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Work  in  Home  Fields,  and  Mrs. 

A.  R.  Henry,  Menomonie,  Wis.,  vice- 
president  and  chairman  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions. 

Mrs.  Harold  M.  Baker,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  was  named  chairman  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Other 
major  cQmmittee  chairmen:  Mrs.  H. 

F.  Brandt,  Aurora,  Ohio,  the  Sec¬ 
tion  of  Education  and  Cultivation; 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Mead,  finance  and 
estimates;  Mrs.  E.  U.  Robinson,  Gal¬ 
latin,  Tenn.,  spiritual  life;  Mrs.  J. 
Russell  Henderson,*  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  status  of  women;  Mrs.  James 
P.  Howell,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  lit¬ 
erature  and  publications. 

The  Woman’s  Division  also  elected 
(for  one  year)  the  following  staff: 

Department  of  Work  in  Foreign 
Fields:  Executive  secretaries,  Miss¬ 
es  Ruth  Lawrence,  Clara  M.  Franch, 
Lucile  Colony,  Margaret  Billingsley, 
Marian  Derby;  associate  secretary, 
Mrs.  F.  Roderick  Dail. 

Department  of  Work  in  Home 
Fields:  Executive  secretaries,  Miss¬ 
es  Mary  Lou  Barnwell,  Muriel 
Day,  Emma  Burris  and  L.  Cornelia 
Russell,  Mrs.  Mabel  Garrett  Wag¬ 
ner;  assistant  secretary,  Miss  Ruth 
Pope. 

Department  of  Christian  Social 
Relations:  Executive  secretary.  Miss 
Thelma  Stevens;  associate  secre¬ 
taries,  Mrs.  Clifford  A.  Bender,  Miss 
'Ethel  Watkins. 

Financial  staff:  Treasurer,  Miss 
Marguerite  Harris;  assistant  treas¬ 
urer,  Miss  Marguerite  Hawkins,  Miss 
Hazel  M.  Best;  disbursing  officer, 
Mrs.  Alice  C.  Williams. 

Editorial  staff:  Editors:  Miss  Jua¬ 
nita  Brown,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Meeker, 
Miss  Dorothy  McConnell;  associate 
editors.  Miss  Frances  Eshelman, 
Miss  Alyce  L’Heritier;  publication 
and  business  manager,  Mrs.  E.  Le- 
Roy  Stiffler;  circulation  manager 
and  secretary  of  literature,  Mrs.  C. 
C.  Long 

In  the  Woman’s  Section,  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation,  the  following 
were  elected  secretaries:  Misses 
Elizabeth  Stinson,  Dorothy  McCon¬ 
nell,  Lillian  A.  Johnson;  the  follow¬ 
ing  associate  secretaries:  Misses 
Harriet  Seibert,  Dorothy  Nyland, 
Helen  L.  Johnson,  Ruby  Van  Hoos- 
er,  B.  Elizabeth  Marchant;  assist¬ 
ants,  Mrs.  Maude  W.  Hardie  and 
Mrs.  Chester  B.  Knapp;  field  work¬ 
ers,  Miss  Theressa  Hoover,  Mrs.  W. 

B.  Landrum,  Miss  E.  Louise  Nichols. 
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Christian  Education 


PROMOTION 


CULTIVATION 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


QUADRENNIAL  EMPHASIS  ON'  THE 
LOCAL  CHURCH 


Christian 
Education  Week 
Sept.  30— Oct.  7 

Sept  30-Oct.  7,  will  be  observed 
as  Christian  Education  Week  in  the 
Methodist  Churches  in  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana,  according  to  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin. 

The»week  is  set  aside  by  several 
Protestant  denominations  annually 
for  the  special  nation-wide  observ¬ 
ance  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Many  local  churches  will  begin 
the  week  with  “Rally  Day”,  Sept. 
30,  when  church  school  programs 
will  be  presented  to  the  congrega¬ 
tions.  During  the  following  week, 
drives  will  be  made  for  increased 
church  school  enrollments  for  the 
new  church  school  year  which  be¬ 
gins  in  October.  Some  churches 
schedule  September  as  Christian 
Education  Month  and  climax  organ¬ 
ized  programs  during  the  week  set 
aside  for  the  observance.  Rally  Day 
offerings  received  in  many  local 
churches  are  used’  by  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Boards  of  Education  to 
strengthen  their  programs. 

With  “The  Christian  Leader  and 
His  Spiritual  Enrichment”  as  the 
1956  theme,  this  year’s  observance 
will  focus  attention  on  the  teacher. 
Current  statistics  show  slightly 
more  than  thre'e  million  volunteer 
teachers  and  officers  are  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  Sunday  School  and  Church 
School  work  in  various  denomina¬ 
tions  throughout  the  nation. 

Dr.  Gerald  E.  Knoff,  New  York, 
head  of  the  Christian  Education  De¬ 
partment  of  the  National  Council, 
said,  “aside  from  the  Holy  Bible  .  .  . 
the  most  important  part  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  is  the  teacher  who 
gives  voice  and  life  to  the  Word  of 
God.” 

Executive  Secretaries  of  the  three 
Conference  Boards  of  Education  in 
the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  in¬ 
clude,  Little  Rock  Conference,  Dr. 
Roy  E.  Fawcett,  Little  Rock;  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference,  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane, 
Shreveport;  and  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley, 
Conway. 


CO-OPERATION  WITH 
TELEVISION,  RADIO 
AND  FILM  COMMISSION 

The  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education,  works 
closely  with  the  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Commission  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  audio-visual  resources  for 
leaders  in  local  church  schools. 

Co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
two  organizations  in  serving  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches  will 
now  be  facilitated  by  action  of  the 
1956  General  Conference  that  made 
mandatory  the  appointment  of  a 
Television,  Radio,  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission  in  every  annual  Conference. 

Films  and  filmstrips  on  the  work 
of  the  division  now  in  production 
include;  Documentary  motion  pic¬ 
ture  on  the  work  of  the  division; 
motion  picture  on  pre-service  and 
in-service  education  of  Christian 
education  workers;  a  sound  film¬ 
strip,  Our  Commission  on  Education; 
and  Adult  Worker  with  MYF  (in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Editorial  Divi- 


Graphic  Arts 
Contest  Announced 

A  graphic  arts  contest  for  college 
students,  faculty  members,  and  pro¬ 
fessional  artists,  with  awards  total¬ 
ing  $1,000,  is  being  announced  in 
the  October  issue  of  Motive,  na¬ 
tional  campus  magazine  of  Christian 
thought  and  expression. 

Students  will  compete  in  one 
classification,  and  professors  and 
professional  artists  will  compete  in 
,  another  classification.  Awards  in 
each  class  will  be  $250  for  first 
place,  $150  for  second  place,  and 
two  third-place  prizes  of  $50.  Win¬ 
ning  pieces  will  appear  in  future 
issues  of  Motive.  __ 

Illustrations  kge  to  be  chosen  from 
four  texts:  The  'Gospel  of  St.  John, 
T.  S.  Eliot’s  Four  Quartettes,  John 
Bunyan’s  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  and 
Thomas  Kelly’s  A  Testament  of  De¬ 
votion.  More  than  one  text  may  be 
illustrated,  or  more  than  one  il¬ 
lustration  may  be  entered  for  any 
given  text. 

Artists  may  use  any  graphic  arts 
medium,  lithograph,  silk  screen, 
linoleum  block  print,  etching,  aqua¬ 
tint,  dry  point,  serigraph,  wood  cut. 
No  more  than  two  colors  can  be 
employed. 

Deadline  for  return  of  entry 
blanks  is  December  1,  with  all  art¬ 
work  due  in  the  Motive  offices  by 
February  1.  Selection  of  winning 
pieces  will  be  made  by  a  jury  of 
qualified  artists  and  critics.  Awards 
will  constitute  purchase  of  artwork 
and  copyright  by  Motive. 

Entry  blanks  and  complete  con¬ 
test  details  should  be  secured  from 
Motive,  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
_ 

WEEKDAY  NURSERY 
SCHOOLS 

“The  activities  of  a  weekday 
nursery  school  db  kindergarten  cov¬ 
er  certain  definite  areas  which  en¬ 
able  the  children,  collectively  and 
individually,  to  progress  mentally, 
physically,  socially,  and  spiritually 
at  their  age  level.  In  the  pre-school 
years,  as  at  no  other  time,  each  age 
group  roughly  represents  a  level  of 
physical  and  mental  achievement 
which  must  be  considered  in  each 
activity  if  we  are  to  help  the  child 
to  develop  and  progress.  Music,  art, 
science,  books,  dramatic  play,  play 
on  big  equipment  and  with  toys  are 
all  areas  of  experience  which  con- 


sion  of  the  Board). 

During  the  past  fqur  years  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church  has 
produced  or  collaborated  with  other 
agencies  in  producing  four  motion 
pictures,  26  film-strips,  a  live  pro¬ 
gram  and  five  film  clips  for  tele¬ 
vision  programs,  according  to  the 
report  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Jackson  of  the 
divisiorf  staff,  to  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  meeting  last  January.  Among 
these  was  The  Tell  Tale  Arm,  a  film 
giving  special  emphasis  to  some  of 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  This  film  is  being  used 
by  leaders  of  youth,  by  parents,  and 
by  the  young  people  themselves. 

The  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  is  one  of  the  World 
Service  agencies. 


County-w^de 
Training  Opportunity 

At  a  meeting  of  pastors  and  lay¬ 
men  of  the  Methodist  Churches  of 
Saline  County,  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Benton  on 
September  16,  it  was  decided  to 
conduct  a  Training  Opportunity  for 
all  of  the  Methodist  Churches  in 
the  county.  The  Salind  County 
Methodist  Training  Opportunity  is 
to  be  held  at  First  Church,  Benton, 
November  4-6. 

In  a  meeting  presided  over  by  Dr. 
Arthur  Terry,  Little  Rock  District 
Superintendent,  Rev.  J.  Ralph  Clay¬ 
ton  was  elected  chairman  of  a  Board 
of  Managers  composed  of  the  pastors 
and  a  layman  from  each  church. 
Rev.  jQe  R.  Phillips,  Jr.,  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Roy  Fawcett,  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Education,  outlined 
optional'  plans  for  the  training  pro¬ 
gram.  Dr.  Arthur  Terry  presented 
recommendations  which  were  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  group. 

Churches  co-operating  in  the 
Training  Opportunity  are:  Benton, 
First  Church;  Benton,  Park  View; 
Benton,  New  Hope;  Salem;  Congo- 
Mt.  Carmel;  Bauxite;  Bryant;  Trask- 
wood-Ebenezer,  and  Sardis. 

The  curriculum  and  instructors 
will  be  announced  after  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  be  held 
in  Benton,  September  30. 


tribute  to  the  child’s  learning  and 
development. 

“Christian  nurture  cannot  be  iso¬ 
lated  from  other  areas  of  experi¬ 
ence.  Christian  ideas  and  attitudes 
develop  where  there  is  equipment 
that  will  help  the  child  learn  ways 
of  living  and  working  with  his 
world  of  people,  with  God,  and  in  an 
environment  where  the  Christian 
faith  of  adults  is  felt.  Both  incident¬ 
al  and  planned  experiences  with 
biblical  material  and  with  wonder¬ 
ful  things  in  God’s  plan  will  guide 
the  child  into  meaningful  responses 
to  Him. 

“In  the  church  nursery  school  and 
kindergarten  all  events  will  be  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  church  in  the 
child’s  mind.  Creative  and  happy 
experiences  will  help  to  build  a 
good  attitude  and  love  toward  the 
church.  Therefore,  most  important 
of  all  is  the  personality  of  the  staff, 
the  interrelationships  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  purpose  of  its  members.  As  the 
child  learns  love  within  and  outside 
the  home,  sharing,  group  play,  and 
peer  relationships,  he  is  learning  to 
respond  to  Christian  ideals.  In  the 
church-related  school  the  preschool 
child  is  therefore  taught  religion 
through  every  activity  of  the  day.” 
— From  Through-the-W eek  Church- 
Sponsored  Nursery  Schools  and 
Kindergartens,  a  manual  recently 
issued  by  the  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  General  Board'  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  The  Mgthodist  Church.  Order 
from  the*  Methodist  Publishing 
House  serving  ycAi.  Price,  25  cents. 


In  implementing  the  1950-60  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  local  church,  church 
school  superintendents  mv^II  be  con¬ 
cerned  chiefly  about  what  is  to  be 
done  in  the  church  school  through 
the  Commission  on  Education,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  October  Newsletter 
for  church  school  ^superintendents 
published  by  the  Department  ot 
General  Church  School  Work,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education. 

“There  are  two  things  which  you 
as  church  school  superintendents 
can  do  immediately,”  says  the  News¬ 
letter. 

“1.  Go  right  on  with  your  regular 
program.  Keep  on  with  your  regular 
work.  Don’t  let  anything  in  your 
Commission  on  Education  or  in  your 
church  school  slow  down  while  you 
are  waiting  for  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent  to  come  to  your  church  to 
guide  in  the  seH-study.  It  may  take 
some  time  for  him  to  make  his 
rounds. 

2.  Prepare  to  help  in  the  Em¬ 
phasis.  Don’t  try  to  play  your  Em¬ 
phasis  program  ahead  of  the  pastor 
and  the  rest  of  your  church  leaders. 
But  likewise,  don’t  wait  until  the 
district  superintendent  comes  to 
make  preparations  for  intelligent 
co-operation.  When  your  church  be¬ 
gins  its  sel^-study,  using  the  Self- 
Study  Guide  which  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  will  bring,  you  ought 
to  be  ready  with  many  facts  and 
figures.  You  ought  to  know  in  ad¬ 
vance  where  the  weak  spots  are  in 
your  church  school,  what  advances 
you  ought  to  make  and  what  needs 
to  be  done  to  make  your  church 
school  more  effective.  You  will  then 
be  in  position  to  enter  into  the  dis¬ 
cussion  at  quarterly  conference  with 
suggestions  on  advance  study.”  . 


STARTING  NEW 
CHURCHES 

In  many  suburban  communities 
young  adults  are  assisting  in  start¬ 
ing  new  churches.  This  calls  for  co¬ 
operation  with  your  district  director 
of  adult  work.  Confer  with  your 
district  superintendent  when  you 
want  to  start  this  project. 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  young , 
adults  may  do: 

*  take  a  community  census  to  find 
the  Methodists  and  interested 
Protestants 

*  prepare  for  leadership  and  as¬ 
sist  in  classes  for  children 

*  visit  in  the  homes  and  invite 
persons  to  the  new  church 

*  open  their  homes  for  committee 
'  meetings,  planning,  and  recrea¬ 
tion 

*  raise  funds  to  help  start  the  new 
church. 

There  are  many  opportunities  for 
starting  new  churches  in  the  sub¬ 
urbs.  These  may  begin  with  Sunday 
schools.  The  young  adults  can  gath¬ 
er  persons  for  classes,  leading  these 
groups  and  sharing  their  Christian 
experience  with  others.  —  From 
Guide  for  the  Subdistrict  Young 
Adult  Fellowship  by  Robert  S. 
Clemmons. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Provocative  Discussion  of  An  Age-Old  Question 


To  Drink  Or 


Not  To  Drink 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Charles  Baughman  and  Ed  Dunlap,  newly  elected  Chairman  and 
Secretary  for  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Board  of  Temperance,  attended  the  Adult 
School  of  Alcohol  Studies  held  in  Dallas,  July  18-25.  This  article,  prepared  by  Mr.  Baugh¬ 
man,  presents  some  of  the  information  they  received.  It  is  particularly  based  on  a 
lecture  by  Dr.  Haskell  Miller,  a  Sociologist. 


TO  drink  or  not  to  drink  is  the  question  that  faces  every  person  in  our 
generation  and  society.  The  question  has  been  brought  to  the  fore 
and  has  been  aggravated  by  many  considerations.  One  has  been  the 
steady  increase  of  those  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease  of 
alcoholism.  There  are  over  four  million  alcoholics  in  America  today.  An¬ 
other  three  million  are  classified  as  problem  drinkers,  i.  e.  they  have  lost 
control  of  the  drinking  situation. 

A  second  factor  which  has  caused  concern  is  the  part  alcohol  has 
played  in  the  terrible  rise  of  highway  accidents.  The  National  Safety 
Council  has  stated  that  about  one-fourth  of  all  fatal  traffic  crashes  are 
the  result  of  drinking  and ,  driving.  Over  the  1955  Christmas  week-end 
there  were  609  “immediate  motor  vehicle  deaths.”  “Drinking  drivers  were 
involved  in  nearly  55  i^r  cent  of  the  fatal  accidents  .  .  .”  according  to  the 
National  Safety  Council.  The  tragedy  of  these  figures  becomes  more  ap- 
paling  when  we  consider  that  everyone  in  our  land  knows  the  effect  of 
drinking  on  one’s  driving  efficiency  and  yet  from  1935  to  1954  arrests  for 
driving  while  intoxicated  increased  129  percent. 

Other  considerations  which  have  brought  the  problem  of  alcohol  to 
the  fore  concern  the  discovery  of  its  sociological  implications.  Studies  have 
revealed  that  drinking  has  a  direct  effect  in  many  instances  of  broken 
homes.  Varying  estimates  have  charged  its  effect  upon  the  increase  in 
crime.  In  this  connection  the  FBI  has  reported  that  over  60  per  cent  of 
all  arrests  made  in  1954  were  for  liquor  offences,  drunkenness  and  dis¬ 
orderly  conduct,  driving  while  intoxicated,  and  violation  of  liquor  laws. 
There  was  no  way  of  knowing  what  influence  alcohol  may  have  had  in 
other  arrests  such  as  for  vagrancy,  rape,  offences  against  family  and  chil¬ 
dren,  sex  offences,  etc.  _ 

Anotner  factor  which  has  aggravated  the  alcohol  problem  in  our 
society  has  been  its  effect  on  our  economy  and  industry.  Many  millions  of 
dollars  are  lost  each  year  to  industry  and  individual  -workers  because  of 
absenteeism,  work-stopages,  and  accidents  credited  to  alcohol. 

Sthe  face  of  these  distressing  conditions  people  who  have  always 
ed  the  practice  of  drinking  as  a  matter  of  course  are  making  a  re- 
evaluation  and  are  seriously  considering  the  question  of  to  drink  or  not 
to  drink.  However,  from  a  sociological  point  of  view  the  problem  cannot 
be  solved  simply  by  the  decision  of  single  individuals.  We  dare  not  dis¬ 
count  the  tremendous  influence  of  cultural  and  social  experience  on  the 
conscience  and  behavior  of  every  individual.  We  cannot  consider  indivi¬ 
duals  alone,  we  must  look  at  the  social  climate  as  well.  And  our  social 
climate  today  furnishes  sociological  motivations  for  the  drinker  and  the 
abstainer. 

Here  are  some  of  the  sociological  motivations  for  drinking  presented 
by  Dr.  Haskell  Miller.  1.  Much  pressure  is  being  exerted  today  to  bring 
about  conformation  to  the  custom  of  drinking  alcoholic  beverages.  In 
many  instances  the  pressure  is  supported  by  folk-ways  and  by  status 
and  value  appeals.  There  are  certain  groups  among  whom  drinking  plays 
a  part  in  their  religious  ritual  and  has  become  an  inherent  part  of  their 
family  group  life.  Again,  there  is  a  lot  of  clever  propaganda  presented 
through  the  mediums  of  stage,  screen,  radio,  T.V.,  and  newspaper  and 
magazine  advertisements  which  seek  to  further  certain  stereotypes:  “the 
man  of  distinction,”  “beer  belongs,”  “drinking  is  a  part  of  gracious  living,” 
etc. 

These  appeals  did  not  have  as  much  power  in  former  days  when  con¬ 
formity  was  in  terms  of  smaller  and  primary  groups,  but  today,  with 
mass  communication  and  a  more  mobile  population,  people  have  been 
led  to  distrust  local  conditions  and  customs  and  are  seeking  to  conform 
to  the  broader  social  group. 

2.  A  second  sociological  motivation  for  drinking  is  the  desire  ‘to 
escape  or  to  compensate  for  feelings  of  inferiority.  This  is  not  just  an 
individual  experience,  in  our  day  it  has  become  a  social  phenomenon. 
Our  competitive  society  with  its  many  conflicts,  pressures,  and  tensions 
has  created  a  great  need  for  some  kind  of  escape. 

3.  Then  there  is  the  conflict  or  clash  between  our  culture  and  our 
biological  natures.  For  example  consider  this  great  competitiveness  and 
the  frustration  it  brings  because  of  a  natural  tendency  in  us  toward  fel¬ 
lowship.  Or  consider  the  many  tendencies  toward  increased  sexual  stim¬ 
ulation  in  today’s  culture  accompanied  by  the  necessity  for  delay  of 
marriage  which  the  demand  for  increased  education  has  caused.  Again, 
there  is  the  inherent  conflict  between  over-stimulation  and  over-activity 
and  our  more  sedentary  desires.  Unrealistic  cultural  goals  have  often 
caused  frustration  and  despair.  Our  great  mobility  has  turned  us  into 
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a  secondary  society  with  few  primary  groups  so  that  many  have  been 
robbed  of  the  possibility  of  adequacy  in  meeting  the  demands  of  our  cul¬ 
ture  and  society. 

4.  Finally,  there  are  the  contradictions  present  in  our  social  structure. 
With  our  transition  from  a  rural  to  an  urban  society  there  is  often  an 
absence  of  value  orientation.  We  are  changing  from  symbolic  and  spir¬ 
itual  values  to  secular  values.  So  that,  as  Menninger  has  said,  “Most  Am- 
eracans  exist  withoeft  purpose  and  without  significance.  They  are  without 
a  frame  of  reference.”  It  is  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  that  people  be¬ 
come  more  subject  to  temptations  to  succumb  to  appeals  to  the  senses. 
But  when  they  do  the  conflicts  within  them  are  increased  because  man 
is  a  “value-structured”  being.  He  must  have  spiritual  values  to  exist,  to 
live.  He  can’t  escape  this  need.  Alcohol  makes  its  appeal  to  man  on  an 
appetitive  and  narcotic  (escape)  level.  People  drink  because  alcohol,  in 
a  sense,  makes  them  less  civilized.  It  becomes  a  revolt  against  their  hu¬ 
manity.  For  many  it  may  be  the  shortest  way  out  of  New  York,  or  the 
quickest  escape  from  their  problems  and  anxieties.  But  for  many  it  has 
proven  itself  to  be  a  greased  slide  to  skid  row. 

So  the  increased  drinking  in  our  day  is  the  result,  in  a  very  large 
measure,  of  the  sociological  conditions  which  exert  pressure  and  cause 
men  and  women  to  feel  inadequate,  frustrated,  and  drive  them  to  despair. 
We  cannot  get  very  far  in  halting  the  advance  of  the  problem  of  alcohol 
until  we  begin  to  change  some  of  these  patterns  and  conditions  which 
cause  drinking. 

*  However,  there  are  many  today  who  find  motivations  for  abstinence 
in  our  society.  1.  Some  see  abstinence  as  a  pattern  of  normal  conformity 
to  systems  of  value  and  behavior.  2.  There  are  contradictory  views  con¬ 
cerning  drinking  and  non-drinking  and  a  person  may  make  a  deliberate 
choice  to  abstain.  3.  Some  choose  what  they  consider  are  the  spiritual  and 
symbolic  values  rather  than  those  values  which  make  their  appeal  mainly 
to  the  senses  and  appetites.  4.  Some  find  satisfaction  in  our  culture.  They 
find  it  good  and  feel  no  need  to  escape.  They  reject  all  methods  of  escape 
as  handicaps  to  attaining  cultural  and  spiritual  satisfaction. 

Again,  (5.)  there  are  those  who  desire  to  help  contribute  to  the  value 
definitions  of  our  generation.  They  recognize  that  our  values,  cultural 
goals,  etc.  are  in  transition  and  they  desire  to  help  stabilize  these.  6.  There 
are  those  whose  convictions  are  rooted  in  the  best  scientific  knowledge 
of  our  culture  who  have  decided  that  it  is  “smarter  not  to  drink.”  7. 
Abstinence  can  be  an  expression  of  individual  resistance  to  the  stero- 
typed  propaganda  which  seeks  to  pressure  people  into  drinking.  Such 
iconoclasm  has  often  formed  the  growing  edge  of  culture;  consider  for 
example  the  Hebrew  prophets  or  a  man  like  Luther.  8.  Some  abstain 
because  they  do  not  wish  to  support  the  liquor  industry. 

So  it  is  evident  that  the  sociological  motivations  for  drinking  and 
abstinence  are  many  and  complex.  The  question  which  faces  each  indi¬ 
vidual  American  is  simply  this;  “Do  the  values  which  I  might  find  in 
drinking  outweigh  the.  disvalues,  and  dangers  which  it  involves  for  me 
and  my  fellows?”  For  our  society  the  question  is  two-fold:  1.  “Does  al¬ 
cohol  decrease,  increase,  or  have  no  effect  on  the  problems  which  face  our 
society?”  The  judgment  of  scientists,  sociologists,  and  psychologists  is  that 
alcohol  aggravates  almost  any  problem  for  the  individual  or  society. 
Therefore,  2.  “What  can  we  do  to  remove  the  pressures,  conflicts,  contra¬ 
dictions,  frustrations  and  problems  which  have  contributed  to  the  increased 
drinking  and  accompanying  problems  in  our  nation?”  The  task  of  bring¬ 
ing  us  safely  through  this  period  of  transition  will  not  be  easy,  but  the 
goal  of  stabilizing  our  culture  and  society  is  eminently  worthwhile.  Every 
church  member  and  the  Church  as  a  whole  must  play  a  vital  role  ii* 
this  effort. 
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EXPANDED  ACTIVITIES  FOR  MYF 
AT  AMITE 


AN  MYF  RETREAT 
IN  MALAYA 

By  Carolee  Little 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Miss  Little,  a  three- 
year  missionary  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions,  writes  of  her  experience  at  a 
youth  retreat  in  Malaya  and  of  its  results. 
Her  home  .jn  America  is  Farmer  City,  III. 

For  a  two-week  period,  I  accom¬ 
panied  45  young  Christians  of  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  on  a 
retreat  up  Penang  hill,  Malaya.  We 
called  this  outing  a  Bible  camp  and 
had  study  periods  each  day  under 
very  dedicated  Asian  leadership. 
The  breath-taking,  majestic  feeling 
of  that  setting  3,000  feet  above  the 
port  city  of  Georgetown  permeated 
the  camp. 

A  high  type  of  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  existed,  as  we  did  all  of  our 
own  cooking,  slept  on  the  floor  and 
planned  our  worship.  There  was 
the  usual  amount  of  practical  jok¬ 
ing  and  fun,  but  many  things  are 
happening  in  Penang  today  because 
our  MYF  found  time  to  retreat  for 
serious  study  and  prayer. 

For  one  thing,  our  young  people 
feel  that  they  must  witness.  Con¬ 
sequently,  during  the  week  follow¬ 
ing  the  retreat,  we  met  early  each 
morning  before  breakfast  in  the 
church  for  prayer.  We  talked  at 
that  time  of  our  responsibility  to  the 
people  in  Penang. 

We  had  previously  organized  the 
group  for  visitation  evangelism. 
These  groups  of  twos  and  threes 
called  each  day  on  many  prospective 
young  Christians  or  drifting  and 
dormant  Christians.  It  was  truly- 
an  inspiration  to  work  with  young 
people  who  take  their  faith  serious¬ 
ly- 

Although  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Malaya  is  relatively  young,  its 
outreach  has  already  begun.  Two 
lovely  young  Chinese  nurses  hope 
to  sail  soon  from  Penang  to  join 
two  other  young  Malayan  mission- 
'  aries  in  Sarawak,  Borneo.  Many 
young  people  from  our  MYF,  as 
from  other  organizations,  are  cur¬ 
rently  volunteering  for  full-time 
service  in  the  church. 

But  even  though  many  are  still 
in  school,  they  are  actively  sharing 
what  they  have.  At  the  present  time, 
the  Penang  MYF  has  in  hand,  ready 
to  turn  over  to  the  Home  Missions 
Board,  the  salary  for  one  of  the 
new  missionaries  to  Borneo. 

World  doors  open 

TO  THE  EVANGELISTS 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
where  for  more  churches  and  more 
workers.  “New  doors”  are  opening, 
figuratively  and  literally,  in  both 
old  and  new  communities.  .  .  Here 
is  a  challenge  and  an  opportunity 
for  evangelism:  Methodism  wants  to 
greatly  multiply  its  service  here, 
both  with  missionaries  and  with 
churches. 

The  doors  for  evangelism  seem 
opening  everywhere.  In  these  four 
areas,  especially,  the  Methodist 
Church  plans  to  make  its  greatest 
effort  in  days  just  ahead.  This  is 
your  work,  through  the  World  Serv- 
ifce  and  the  Advance  Specials  pro¬ 
grams  of  your  Church. 


An  expanded  program  of  activ¬ 
ities  for  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Amite  were  begun  on 
Sunday,  September  16,  at  5:30  p.  m. 
In  preparation  for  several  weeks, 
the  evening  programs  include  a 
variety  of  activities.  The  schedule 
is  as  follows: 

Youth  Choir  rehearsal,  5:30;  snack 
supper,  6:15;  fellowship  groups,  6:30; 
evening  worship,  7:30,  and  recre¬ 
ation,  8:30. 

Mrs.  Dwight  Morgan  is  directing 
the  Youth  Choir,  which  is  composed 
of  Intermediates  and  Senior  youth. 
This  choir  will  sing  on  alternate 
Sundays  at  the  evening  worship. 

The  snack  suppers  are  provided 
for  the  young  people  by  the  church, 
and  are  prepared  and  served  by  the 
circles  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  Methodist 
Men. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eldon  Watson  are 
the  MYF  counselors  and  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Watson  is  directing  the  after-church 
recreation  period.  The  program 
counselor  for  the  groups  is  Mrs. 
Lawton  Verger,  Youth  Division  su¬ 
perintendent. 

Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Ruston-East 

An  installation  of  officers  was 
held  at  the  September  meeting  of 
the  Ruston-East  Sub-District  held 
at  the  Jonesboro  (La.)  Methodist 
Church  on  September  10.  The  .pres¬ 
ident,  Danny  Steere,  presided  over 
the  meeting.  Chatham  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  won  the  attend¬ 
ance  banner.  The  Jonesboro  MYF 
volunteered  to  take  charge  of  the 
Sub-District  newspaper  for  the  next 
year. 

A  retreat  to  plan  work  for  the 
coming  year  was  announced  .to  be 
held  in  Bernice  on  September  15. 

A  program  was  presented  by  the 
Jonesboro  MYF,  followed  by  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  officers  in  charge  of 
Rev.  H.  C.  Blount. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Grace  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston. 
— Betty  Wilder.  ReDorter 


Columbia  County 

The  Columbia  County  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  met  for  an  all-day  planning 
retreat  on  September  15  at  10:00  a. 
m.  at  Camp  Logoly. 

The  purpose  of  this  retreat  was 
to  plan  the  programs  for  the  com-' 
ing  year.  Rev.  Charles  Ashcraft,  EL 
Dorado,  Camden  District  Director 
of  Youth  Work,  was  there  to  assist 
the  group. 

Officers  for  the  Sub-District  are: 
President,  Joan  Wilson;  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  Jerry  Nipper;  secretary,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Crumpler;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Verna  Clark;  publicity  chairman, 
Louie  Shiver;  Christian  Faith  chair¬ 
man,  Sally  Jo  Rogers;  Christian  Out¬ 
reach  chairman,  Ann  Shellberg; 
Christian  Witness  chairman,  Mary 
Frances  Thompkins;  Christian  Fel¬ 
lowship  chairman,  Markay  Houston, 
and  Christian  Citizenship  chairman, 
Judy  Fincher. 


Seven  Percent  Of 
Churches  In 
Refugee  Resettlement 

Less  than  seven  per  cent  of  the 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United 
States  are  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  refugee  resettlement  program, 
according  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Lee, 
secretary  of  promotion  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  under  the  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  for  Overseas  Relief. 

Of  the  39,854  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  country,  only  ap¬ 
proximately  2,500  have  given  as¬ 
surances  for  the  resettlement  of 
refugees  under  the  provision  of  the 
Refugee  Relief  Act.  MCOR,  acting 
as  agent  for  the  church,  will  be 
allowed  to  bring  5000  refugees  into 
the  U.  S.,  provided  assurances  are 
processed  before  December  13,  1956. 

'  “It  is  discouraging  that  more 
churches  have  not  taken  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  for  service,  but 
there  is  still  time  if  they  act  fast,” 


Miss  Lee  said.  She  explained  that 
refugees  are  applying  in  greater 
numbers  than  ever  before  and  said 
that  MCOR  would  have  at  least  500 
refugee  applications  for  sponsors 
within  the  next  two  months. 

“MCOR  is  signing  temporary  as¬ 
surances  for  all  applicants,  which 
will  allow  processing  to  be  com- 
( continued  on  page  15) 
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CHURCH. GOODS 
-SUPPIY  COMPANY 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  ouV  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


METHODIST  COMMITTEE  FOR  OVERSEAS  RELIEF,  COMMISSION  ON  CAMP  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMISSION  ON  CHAPLAINS 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  RESOLUTION 


OBITUARY 


jt  is  rare  that  even  a  strong  and 
winsome  personality  can  increase  or 
even  maintain  his  influence  in  an 
institution  for  a  period  of  many 
years,  as  institutions  are  subject  to 
the  changes  that  must  be  made  as 
man  progresses.  Occasionally  there 
emerges  a  powerful  character  who 
can  influence  more  than  one  gener¬ 
ation,  and  one  whose  position  of 
leadership  is  enhanced  with  the 
passage  of  the  years.  Our  late  Broth¬ 
er  W.  P.  Jones  was  such  a  man. 

We  will  not  list  the  many  tasks 
that  he  joyfully  performed  in  over 
a  half  century  for  his  church.  In 
each  instance  he  was  able  to  give  a 
new  and  deeper  meaning  to  church 
loyalty.  The  church  came  first  with 
this  man  of  God  and  the  many  com¬ 
peting  interests  of  man’s  interest  in 
the  busy  life  of  this  day  never  could 
swerve  Bro.  Jones  from  his  primary 
devotion  to  his  church. 

First,  he  was  loyal  in  attendance. 
Church  attendance  was  not  for  him 
a  once  ,a  week  obligation.  He  de¬ 
lighted  in  being  present  at  all  of 
the  services  and  his  steadfast  faith 
was  manifested  in  the  prayers  that 
he  would  express  in  the  mid-week 
services. 

Next,  he  was  loyal  in  his  full 
support  of  the  program  of  his 
church.  He  was  willing  to  embark 
at  all  times  on  new  spiritual  ven¬ 
tures  that  required  faith  and  vision. 
Although  conservative  in  belief  in 
many  areas  of  life,  he  accepted  the 
changes  that  time  always  brings  in 
the  method  of  presenting  the  truth, 
but  never  wavered  in  his  funda¬ 
mental  concepts  of  the  duties  and 
obligations  of  a  Christian. 

In  this  age  it  may  seem  for  the 
time  being  that  it  is  expedient  and 
safe  to  be  neutral  when  issues  arise 
that  are  controversial  in  character. 
Bro.  Jones  believed  that  a  Chris¬ 
tian’s  position  on  matters  of  public 
interest  should  be  known  and  should 
be  known  in  such  a  definite  and 
clear  way  that  it  would  not  be  mis- 
understood!  He  influenced  not  only 
his  church  but  the  entire  community 
by  his  strong  support  of  all  causes 
which  promoted  the  social  progress 
of  the  community.  His  position  was 
clear;  his  arguments  were  per¬ 
suasive;  and  a  temporary  defeat 
would  only  strengthen  his  desire 
and  efforts  for  the  forces  of  right¬ 
eousness  to  prevail. 

When  the  history  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Batesville,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  is  written,  it  is  certain  that 
the  influence  of  W.  P.  Jones  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  for  over  50 
years  will  be  considered  as  a  factor 
that  made  both  for  spiritual  stabil¬ 
ity  and  spiritual  progress.  A  man  of 
such  stature  seldom  passes  our  way, 
and  we  thank  God  and  utter  a  loud 
amen  that  it  was  our  good  fortune 
to  have  known  him  and  to  be  bless¬ 
ed  by  his  words  and  works. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  hereof  be 
spread  at  length  upon  the  records 
of  minutes  of  this  meeting  of  the 
Official  Board  of  the  church  where¬ 
by  same  may  become  a  lasting  testi¬ 
monial  to  Bro.  Jones;  that  a  copy 
hereof  be  furnished  by  our  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and 
to  both  his  surviving  wife  and 
daughter. 

Dated  this  10th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1956. 

W.  D.  Murphy,  Jr. 

Dean  R.  Lindsey 

Guy  Mosley 
Committee 


GRAYSON  —  Mrs.  Mary  Roach 
Grayson  of  Fort  Necessity,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  passed  away  on  August  20.  She, 
with  her  husband,  was  a  pioneer  in 
the  growth  and  development  of 
Franklin  Parish.  They  took  the  land, 
added  toil  and  high  courage  and 
built  a  home  into  a  plantation  that 
,is  still  a  landmark  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Friends  found  welcome, 
calls  of  the  sick  and  needy  were 
always  answered. 

Mrs.  Grayson  was  born  on  March 
10,  1869.  She  was  married  to  Wiley 
B.  Grayson  on  May  1,  1889.  She  was 
a  long-time  member  of  the  Beouf 
Prairie  Methodist  Church  and  was 
active  in  all  phases  of  religious  and 
civic  affairs  as  long  as  her  health 
permitted.  She  was  a  gentle  but 
dynamic  woman,  a  kindly  and  con¬ 
cerned  neighbor,  and  an  adored 
mother. 

She  is  survived  by  four  daughters, 
Mrs.  Leon  Brooks  of  Urania,  Mrs. 
Richard  Fraser  of  Kilgore,  Texas, 
Mrs.  Henry  Thibodaux  of  Houma 
and  Mrs.  Ernest  Foster  of  Fort 
Necessity  and  a  son,  Charlie  Gray¬ 
son  of  Fort  Necessity. 


SEVEN  PERCENT  OF 
CHURCHES  IN  REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT 

(continued  from  page  14) 
pleted  before  the  expiration  of  the 
Act,”  Miss  Lee  announced.  She  add¬ 
ed,  however,  that  MCOR  would  de¬ 
pend  on  individual  churches  to  pro¬ 
vide  work  and  housing  for  the 
refugees  when  they  actually  arrive. 

Churches  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  should  contact  Miss  Elizabeth 
M.  Lee,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
11,  New  York. 


5,000  B  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  goad  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  (or  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Ce. 
Dept.  D,  Pontiac  Bldg..  Chicago,  5.  III. 


IF  YOUR  CLUB, 
CLASS  or  MISSION 
NEEDS  MONEY? 

Obtain  A  Franchise 
Now  For  The  Sale 
in  Your  City  of 

BENSON'S  SLICED 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

A  Planned 
Community  Service 

NEARLY  1000  CLUBS  And! 
INSTITUTIONS  Now  Par¬ 
ticipating.  Many  For  The  I 
Fourth  Year. 

Your  Club  can  enjoy  the 
praise  of  your  community 
and  raise  needed  funds  easy  I 
by  selling  the  VERY  BEST 
Sliced  Fruit  Cake  you  ever 
tasted.  Make  a  $1  on  each  | 
cake  and  SAVE  your  cus- 
|  tomer  a  $1. 

Phone.  Wire  or  Write  Today  | 

BENSON'S 

Box  71,  Athens,  Ga. 


For  Church  Financial  Assistance  To 
Build  Or  Remodel 

CONTACT 

CHURCH  LOANS 

Incorporated 
CLINTON.  MISS. 

The  Bond  Plan  that  helps  you  help  the  Church 
Payments  made  through  your  local  Bank. 

An  Advisory  Board  composed  oi  leading  Ministers 

A  DEDICATED  SERVICE  TO  ALL  CHURCHES 


For  a  penny... 
electricity  bakes 
■  6  waffles 


There  are  dozens  of  other  chores  electricity 
can  tackle  for  pennies,  too:  dishwashing, 
cleaning,  cooling,  entertaining. 

Keeping  your  electricity  60  low  in  price  it 
can  do  all  the  jobs  around  your  home  is  the 
constant  aim  of  the  men  and  women  of  your 
electric  company. 


power  & 

^ . . 


LIGHT 


SEPTEMBER  27,  1956 


Page  Fifteen 


\ 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 
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LESSON  FOR  OCTOBER  7,  1956 
IN  THE  BEGINNING  GOD 

READ  1ST  CHAPTER  OF  GENESIS. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  And  God  saw  everything 
that  he  had  made,  and  behold,  it  was  very  good. 

(Genesis  1:31) 


This  week  we  begin  a  series  of 
thirteen  lessons  that  will  carry  us 
through  the  remainder  of  this  cal¬ 
endar  year.  This  is  Unit  IX  for  the 
year.  The  general  subject  for  the 
thirteen  lessons  is  “Great  Passages 
Of  The  Bible.”  Our  subject  for  the 
first  lesson  of  the  series  is:  “In  The 
Beginning  God.” 

Our  last  lesson  was  taken  from 
the  last  chapter  of  the  last  book  of 
the  New  Testament.  Our  lesson  this 
week  is  taken  from  the  first  chapter 
of  the  first  book  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  * 

It  is  quite  fitting  that  the  first 
lesson  of  the  series  on  “Great  Pas¬ 
sages  of  The  Bible”  be  taken  from 
the  1st  chapter  of  Genesisr^This  is 
truly  one  of  the  great  chapters  of 
the  Bible  since  it  is  the  introduction 
to  the  whole  Bible.  It  is  perfectly 
natural  and  normal  also  for  the 
Bible  to  begin  with  a  recognition  of 
the  fact ,  of  C?Od  and  the  creation 
story.  How  else  could  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  revelation  from  God  concern¬ 
ing  himself,  his  purposes  and  plans, 
and  the  origin  of  the  material  uni¬ 
verse  begin?  It  is  quite  proper  that 
this  opening  chapter  of  the  Bible 
reveal  not  only  the  fact  of  God, 
but  the  origin  of  man,  his  fall  and 
the  promise  of  his  eventual  re¬ 
demption. 

In  The  Beginning  God 

The  Bible  does  not  argue  the 
existence  of  God;  it  simply  assumes, 
reveals  and  announces  it.  There  is 
so  much  evidence  of  the  fact  of 
God  that  there  is  no  need  for  am¬ 
plification  or  argument.  Chapter  I 
reveals  God  as  the  central,  creative 
Force  in  everything.  In  this  one 
chapter,  the  word  “God”  appears' 
thirty-two  times.  There  are  the 
declarations  that  God  created,  God 
said,  God  saw,  God  made,  God 
called,  God  blessed,  God  divided, 
God  set  and  God  moved.  In  26  of 
the  31  verses  of  the  chapter  the 
name  of  God  appears. 

Man’s  very  nature  has  caused 
him  to  want  to  get  back  to  the 
beginning,  the  origin,  the  cause  of 
things.  That  is  the  impulse  which 
leads  the  child  to  tear  up  its  new 
Christmas  watch;  its  desire  to  know 
what  makes  it  “tick”  is  greater 
than  its  desire  to  have  a  watch. 
When  we  attempt  to  find  our  way 
back  to  the  origin,  the  cause  back 
of  practically  every  activity  of  man, 
the  pathway  leads  us  to  the  first 
Cause — God. 

Most  of^  man’s  works  are  but 
miniature  models  of  the  handiwork 
of  God.  We  water  our  flowers  and 
irrigate  our  fields  but,  back  of  the 
idea  is  found  the  rains  and  the 
rivers  God  has  produced.  Back  of 
our  beautiful*  cascading  waterfalls 
are  the  Niagaras  of  earth  that  God 
made.  The  brightest  of  man-made 
lights,  which  light  up  a  limited 
area  of  night,  are  but  the  faintest 
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sparks,  as  compared  to  the  sun  God 
put  in  the  heavens. 

We  honor  the  astronomer  who 
studies  the  manifold  creations  of 
God  in  the  vast  universe  about  us 
and  the  laws  which  govern  their 
movements.  Man  studies  what  he 
finds  there.  We  should  remember 
that  God  created  what  man  finds 
there.  Man  studies  the  laws  which 
govern  the/  orderly,  well-timed 
movements  of  the^e  heavenly  bod¬ 
ies;  God  made  the  laws  they  study 
which  govern  these  movements! 

Sculptors  have  become  immortal 
so  far  as  earth  is  concerned  because 
of  their  skill  in  carving,  from  mar¬ 
ble,  images  of  men.  It  was  God  who 
created  man,  the  model  for  these 
ilhages  of  stone.  Painters  have  im¬ 
mortalized  themselves  by  painting, 
realistically,  pictures  of  mountain, 
landscapes  and  sunsets.  God  created 
the  mountains,  the  landscapes  and 
daily  paints  on  a  canvass,  which 
reaches  from  horizon  to  horizon, 
sunrises  and  sunsets  of  indescrib¬ 
able  beauty. 

And  so  we  might  continue  inde¬ 
finitely,  giving  examples  of  man’s 
activities  which  are  miniature  mod¬ 
els  of  the  activities  and  creations 
of  God.  Whether  it  be  patience,  jus¬ 
tice,  truth,  mercy,  forgiveness  or 
love  we  find  in  the  revelation  of 
Go  eh  a  perfect  example  of  virtues 
we  so  poorly  imitate.  “In  the  be¬ 
ginning  God.” 

God  Created 

There  are  only  two  answers  to  the 
riddle  of  the  universe.  ' 

(1)  Some  say  it  is  the  result  of  a 
blind,  impersonal,  unintelligible 
force  working  across  an  immeasur¬ 
able  past.  Some  hold  this  theory  in 
the  face  Of  the  fact  that  man  can¬ 
not  point  to  one  example  in  the 
world’s  life  where  intelligent  re¬ 
sults  have  come,  consistently,  as  a 
result  of  the  working  of  blind,  un¬ 
intelligent  force. 

(2)  The  religious-minded  man  says 
our  universe  is  the  result  of  the 
creative  power  of  a  divine  intehi- 
gence,  who,  in  His  own  way,  brought 
it  into  being. 

The  scientist  talks  about  a  first 
cause  and  declares  that  every  ef¬ 
fect  must  have  a  cause,  and  a  suffi¬ 
cient  cause.  It  may  appear  to  be 
an  extreme  simplification  of  a 
problem  for  which  we  have  no  oth¬ 
er  satisfactory  answer,  but  those 
who  accept  the  Bible  as  a  revelation 
from  God  like  to  say  with  the  Bible, 
“In  the  beginning  God  created.”  The 
scientist  talks  about  evolution,  a 
theory  about  existing  life  th&t  is 
crowded  with  mysteries  and  unan¬ 
swered  questions  for  which  they 
have  no  adequate  explanation. 
Where  scientists  talk  about  evolu-  - 
tion,  the  Bible  talks  about  creation. 

It  is  significant,  we  think,  that 
the  creative  process,  as  outlined  in 


Genesis  is  in  the  same  order  as  the 
scientist  outlines  in  his  learned 
discussions  of  the  origin  of  life.  The 
order  of  the  origin  of  life  on  earth 
in  each  instance  is  the  same:  vege¬ 
table,  animal,  human.  It  would  be 
safe  to  say  the  author  of  Genesis 
did  not  get  his  idea  of  this  order 
of  creation  from  the  scientist. 

Perhaps  it  should  be  said,  also, 
after  all  of  these  centuries  of  study 
and  research,  that,  aside  from  the 
Bible,  we  actually  know  no  more 
about  the  origin  of  life  today  than 
did  the  cave  man  centuries  ago.  With 
all  the  powers  at  our  command,  in¬ 
cluding  bombs  that  can  destroy  the 
world,  it  still  remains  that  the  com¬ 
bined  knowledge  of  all  the  scien¬ 
tists,  past  and  present,  cannot  pro¬ 
duce  one  tiny  blade  of  grass  that 
will  grow. 

Until  we  have  more  light  on  the 
subject,  w&  believe  that  the  most 
satisfactory,  as  well  as  the  most 
satisfying  explanation  of  it  all  is 
found  in  the  opening  verse  of  our 
lesson,  “In  the  beginning  God  cre¬ 
ated.” 

Six  Days  of  Creation 

There  has  been  quite  a  -bit  of  dis¬ 
cussion  about  the  length  of  time  in¬ 
volved  in  the  “day”  .which  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  creative  processes.  It 
is  quite  difficult  to  make  out  a  case 
for  the  fact  that  the  six  days  men¬ 
tioned  in  our  lesson  text  are  periods 
of  24  hours  each.  The  word  “day”  as 
used  in  Genesis,  and  many  other 
places,  does  not  always  refer  to  the 
day  of  24  hours  as  we  know  it.  In 
Genesis  2:4  we  read,  “In  the  DAY 
that  the  Lord  God  made  the  earth 
and  the  heavens.”  Here,  of  course, 
the  word  “day”  refers  to  the  whole 
of  the  six  periods  of  time  of  the 
creation  process,  not  to  a  24  hour 
day. 

Let  us  keep  in  mind,  alsrOffiat 
three  “days”  of  the  creation  periods 
had  already  passed  before  pod  cre¬ 
ated  the  sun,  moon  and  stafs.  There 
were,  of  course,  no  24-houf  cycles  of 
sunlight  and  darkness,  byj  which  to 
measure  the  day)  since'  there  was  no 
sun.  1  , 

It  is  not  at  all  clear  /as  to  how 
long  a  period  of  time  is  meant  by 
the  word  “day”  as  used  in  our  les¬ 
son  text,  whether  it  marked  a  period 
of  time  of  24  hours  !or  24  billion 
years.  While  it  might,  be  interesting 
to  know,  fortunately  we  may  be 
thankful  ythat  it  is  not  of  vital  irn- 
portaqpe  to  our  religious  lives  just 
how  long  the  creation  “days”  lasted. 
We  may  speculate  about  it  but  it 
would  be  little,  if  any,  practical 
value,  in  the  development  of  Chris¬ 
tian  character  if  we  had  the  answer 
in  full. 

Each  After  its  Own  Kind 

In  Galatians  6:7  we  have  the  fa¬ 
miliar  words,  “Be  not  deceived,  God 
is  not  mocked,  for  whatsoever  a  man 
soweth  that  shall  he  also  reap.”  This 
scripture  verse,  quite  commonly  has 
been  used  in  preaching  to  unsaved 
people.  It  is  frequently  interpreted 
as  a  threat  from  the  Almighty  that 
we  must  pay  the  price  of  our  sins. 

"While  that  may  be  one  side  of 
the  truth  it  carries,  taken  as  a  whole 
it  is  one  of  the  priceless  promises 
God  has  made  to  the  sons  of  men 
guaranteeing  an  orderly,  dependable 
world.  It  is  an  echo  of/the  repeated 
statements  in  the  /Creation  story, 
“Each  after  its  kin  cl” 

This  great  truth,  whether  found 
in  Galations  o^Genesis,  holds  God’s 
promise  tha y  this  is  a  stable,  reli¬ 
able,  trustworthy  world  in  which 
like  beasts  like.  Because  of  this  law, 


we  know  what  the  harvest  is  to  be 
when  we  have  selected  the  seed  for 
planting. 

What  kind  of  a  -vtarld  would  we 
have  if  like  did  not  produce  like? 
Suppose  we  were  forced  to  sow 
without  any  assurance  of  what 
would  be  the  result  from  our  plant¬ 
ing.  Suppose  beans  planted  produce 
bitter  weeds.  Suppose  we  plant  po¬ 
tatoes  and  find  that  they  produce 
rattlesnakes.  What  kind  of  a  world 
would  we  have?  We  would,  of 
course,  be  in  a  world  so  uncertain 
and  chaotic  as  to  make  life  one  con¬ 
tinuous  nightmare. 

The  words,  “Each  after  its  kind,” 
may  not  impress  us  so  much  as  we 
read  them.  If  we  stop  to  consider 
them,  however,  we  recognize  that 
they  are  saying,  simply,  that  God  is 
writing  into  the  warp  and  woof  of 
creation  a  law  absolutely  essential  to 
a  satisfactory  life,  in  the  world  He 
was  creating. 

Created  in  The  Image  of  God 

Man  is  the  crowning  creation  of 
God.  He  is  made  in  the  image  of 
God,  hence  eternal  and  hence  of  in¬ 
finite,  incomprehensible  value.  Be¬ 
cause  he  is  immortal  'and  will  be 
living  when  all  things  material  will 
have  served  their  purpose  and  be 
gone,  he  is  of  more  value  than  every¬ 
thing  material  about  him.  If  there 
would  ever  come  a  time  when  man 
would  cease  to  be,  then  there  would 
be  something  with  which  to  com¬ 
pare  him  in  value.  However,  if  we 
crown  man,  made  in  the  image  of 
God,  with  the  crown  of  immortality, 
then  there  is  nothing  material  with 
which  he  can  be  compared  in  value. 

There  is  such  a  wide  gap  between 
the  highest  form  of  animal  life  and 
th£  human  as  to  indicate  that  man 
lives  in  a  different  realm  altogether 
than  does  the  beast.  Man  can  think, 
reason,  desire  to  worship  and  man 
also  has  inherent  in  life  a  sense  of 
l  oughtness  which  seems  to  indicate 
a  relationship  with  a  higher  realm 
of  life  than  we  find  here. 

Everything  Was  Very  Good 

The  last  verse  of  the  chapter  from 
which  today’s  lesson  text  is 'taken 
reads:  “God  saw  everything  that  he 
had  made  and,  behold  it  was  very 
good.”  It  did  not  remain  “very  good” 
very  long. 

Some  time  ago  the  writer  visited 
an  aged  saint  in  her  country  home. 
Her  body  had  grown  weak  with  the 
weight  of  years  but  her  mind  was 
unusually  alert  and  full  of  questions. 
She  asked  if  we  did  not  think  plan¬ 
ets  about  us  are  inhabited  with 
people  like  the  earth.  She  thought 
so.  She  asked  if  we  did  not  think 
the  angels  of  hea^gn  once  were  in¬ 
habitants  of  a  planet  like  our  earth. 
She  thought  so.  She  then  asked 
another  question  which  came  to  our 
mind  as  we  were  studying  this  les¬ 
son.  Her  question  was:  “Do  you  not 
think  that  this  is  the  only  world  of 
the  many  God  created  into  which 
sin  has  come  to  mar  it?”  She  thought 
it  was. 

Perhaps  we  should  ask  ourselves 
the  question,  “Is  man  the  only 
creature  God  has  created  in  this 
world,  or  any  world,  that  has  delib¬ 
erately  gone  contrary  to  the  revealed 
will  and  laws  of  God?  The  animal 
and  vegetable  world  about  us  seems 
to  follow,  without  deviation,  the 
laws  God  ordained  for  them.  Appar¬ 
ently  man,  of  all  God’s  creations, 
has  deliberately  broken  God’s  laws 
and  in  so  doing  has  also  broken  the 
heart  of  God,  making  it  necessary 
almost  in  the  very  morning  of  crea¬ 
tion  for  God  to  begin  plans  to  re¬ 
deem  the  man  He  made  in  His  own 
image. 
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Bishop  Oxnam 
Heads  Council 
On  World  Service 

Bishop  Martin 
Is  New  Vice 
President 

Chicago  —  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Ox- 
>am  of  Washington,  D.  C.  was 
ilected  president  of  the  Council  on 
orld  Service  and  Finance  of  The 
ethodist  Church  at  its  organizing 
eeting  here  September  21.  He  suc- 
,eds  Bishop  t  Clare  Purcell  of 
irmingham,  .Ala.,  who  retired  in 
uly. 

The  new  vice  president  is  Bishop 
'aul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
ippointed  to  the  Commission  by 
;he  1956  Genera^  Conference.  The 
ither  two  officers  were,  re-elected: 
eorge  McKibbin  of  Chicago,  re- 
OTding  secretary  and  Dr.  Thomas 
Lugg,  general  secretary  and 
easurer. 

The  33-member  commission  which 
last  year  was  responsible  for  the 
;ustody  and  distribution  of  funds 
italing  $19  million,  is  composed  of 
bishops;  two  ministers  and  two 
ly  persons  from  each  Jurisdiction; 
d  seven  members-at-large. 

Figures  presented  by  Dr.  Lugg  to 
Council  showed  total  World 
ervice  receipts  for  the  year  ended 
ay  31,  1956  ($9,972,622)  to  have 
een  $569,269  more  than  for  the 
st  year  of  the  quadrennium.  It 
as  reported  that  last  year  General 
dvance  Specials  ($5,099,325)  pro¬ 
ved  nearly  half  of  the  work  of 
/orld  missions.  More  than  20,000  of 
he  denomination’s  39,854  churches 
ave  accepted  “plus  giving”  pro¬ 
mts,  Dr.  Harold  Mohn,  general 
iecretary  of  the  Central  Promotion- 
1  office  told  the  Council. 

£>r.  Lugg’s  top  staff  colleagues 
ere  re-elected:  Dr.  J.  Homer 
agee,  associate  secretary;  Jason  E. 
obinson,  associate  treasurer;  James 
Hoge,  director  of  the  Office  of 
ransportation  and  Special  Services; 
1e  Rev.  Albert  C.  Hoover,  director 
Statistics  and  Surveys;  Jesse 
‘bson,  director  of  the  Service  De- 
artment.  The  total  staff  numbers 
forty. 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Formal  Opening  Of 
Wesley  Foundation 
Building 

formal^  opening  of  the  new 
inf+u  Foundation  Building  at 
theaslfern  Louisiana  College  at 
5  n\mond,  La.,  will  be  held  next 
ay>  October  7,  at  3:00  p.m. 
jr  H.  D.  Bollenger,  Seceretary  of 
bo^ist  Student  Work,  of  the 
®oard  of  Education  at 
ial  Vl^e>  Tenn.,  will  be  the  princi- 
rictSPcaker’.  Rev-  E-  w-  Harris,  Dis- 
^ou  SuP.er*ntendent  of  the  Baton 
>Petfe  will  preside  at  the 

ttav  *n-g  ceremonies.  Miss  Lillian 
p0u  ,ls  •  tke  Director  of  Wesley 
o'0n  at  Southeastern  Louis- 
08  College. 


Next  Sunday,  October  9 
World-Wide 
Communion  Sunday 

Local  Methodist  churches  through¬ 
out  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  will 
participate  in  World-wide  Commun¬ 
ion,  Sunday,  October  7,  according 
to  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little 
Rock. 

The  observance  is  sponsored  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA,  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  and  other  Protestant 
denominations.  It  is  designated  as 
the  Sunday  to  be  observed  through¬ 
out  the  world  when  Christians  join 
conscious  fellowship  of  being  one 
in  Christ,  Bishop  Martin  said. 

“It  is  a  tim%  when  through  sim- 


DR.  WALTON  ELECTED  CHAIRMAN  OF 
JURISDICTIONAL  COUNCIL 


ultaneous  observance  of  the  Holy 
Communion,  Christians  everywhere 
give  evidence  of  genuine  goodwill 
and  provide  encouragement  to  all 
the  forces  that  make  for  peace,”  the 
Bishop  continued. 

A  special  offering  for  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Suffering  and  Service 
will  be  taken  in  Methodist  churches, 
and  half  of  the  offering  will  go  to 
the  Methodist  Committee  for  Over¬ 
seas  Relief.  Twenty-five  percent 
will  be  given  the  Commission  on 
Chaplains,  and  25  percent  to  the 
Commission  on  Camp  Activities. 

World-wide  Communion  has  been 
an  annual  observance  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  since  1940. 


Three  Children's  Home  Buildings 
To  Be  Dedicated 


Tuesday,  November  6,  has  been 
set  for  the  dedication  of  three  new 
buildings  on  the  campus  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston, 
according  to  Dr.  C.  B.  White,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  institution,  in  an 
announcement  this  week.  Two  of 
the  buildings  are  of  the  cottage  type 
and  will  accommodate  smaller 
groups  of  children  while  the  third 
building  replaces  the  old  Main 
Building  which  has  long  been 
center  of  activity  at  the  Children’s 
Home. 

In  making  the  announcement 
about  the  dedication  exercises,  Dr. 
White  is  extending  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Ruston 
institution  a  general  invitation  for 
all  friends  of  the  institution  to  be 
present  for  the  occasion.  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin  will  deliver  the 
dedicatory  address  in  the  dedication 
services  which  begin  at  11:00  a.m. 
The  noon  meal  will  be  served  at 
the  Home  for  all  those  attending 
the  service. 

Floyd  B.  James,  Ruston  business¬ 
man,  and  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Home,  will  preside 
at  a  meeting  of  the  board  scheduled 


for  9:00  a.m. 

Dr.  White  pointed  out  that  Webb 
Hall,  the  largest  of  the  three  new 
buildings,  was  made  possible 
through  the  late  Dr.  R.  D.  Webb, 
who  for  many  years  was  a  member 
of  the  Home’s  Board.  He  left  the 
Home  one  hSftf  of  his  property  and 
money  and  it  was  from* this  source 
that  the  institution  received  the 
money  to  build  this  building. 

Shelley  Cottage  was  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  the  late  R.  D.  Shelley,  Nat¬ 
chez,  Mississippi,  who  left  part  of 
his  estate  to  the  Home.  The  cottage 
houses  baby  girls. 

The  Sullivan  Cottage  will  be 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Mrs. 
Ellen  McGill  Sullivan,  mother  of 
W.  A.  Sullivan,  New  Orleans,  who 
has  given  this  building. 

Sunday,  October  8,  is  scheduled 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  Calen^ 
dar  as  Harvest  Day,  Dr.  White  also 
pointed  out.  On  this  Sunday  and  on 
Easter  Sunday  Methodists  of  Louis¬ 
iana  make  offerings  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Home.  The  entire  source 
of  funds  for  the  operation  of  the 
institution  is  the  offerings  received 
on  these  two  Sundays. 


WEBB  HALL  AT  CHILDREN’S  HOME 


DR.  AUBREY  G.  WALTON 

Dr.  Aubrey  G..Waltonr  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  whs  elected  chairman  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Coun¬ 
cil  at  its  organizational  meeting  at 
Highland  Park  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  on  Friday,  September 
28.  Dr.  Walton  succeeds  Dr.  Mar¬ 
shall  Steel,  pastor  of  Highland  Park 
Church,  Dallas,  who  was  chairman 
for  the  past  quadrennium. 

Other  officers  are  Dr.  Wesley  E. 
Perry,  pastor  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Omaha,  Neb.,  vice- 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  William  E.  Hor¬ 
ton,  president  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  Houston, 
Texas,  secretary.  Dr.  Cecil  R.  Cul¬ 
ver,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  El  Dorado,  is  chairman  of 
the  Jurisdictional  Board  of  Evange¬ 
lism  and  Dr.  E.  C.  Rule,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Pine  Bluff 
District,  is  chairman  of  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes.  ** 

Robert  P.  Lay,  of  Gilliam,  Louis¬ 
iana,  is  the  other  representative  on 
the  Council  besides  Dr.  Walton.  Mr. 
Lay  is  the  lay  representative  and 
Dr.  Walton  is  the  clerical  represen¬ 
tative  for  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area. 

The  Council  is  the  Jurisdictional 
body  in  operation  between  sessions 
of  the  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

Routine  business  was  carried  out 
at  the  Council  meetings  and  plans 
made  for  the  Quadrennium. 

Dr.  Paul  D.  Womeldorf  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Oklahoma,  is  executive 
secretary  of  the  Jurisdiction.  Dr.  E. 
L.  Jorns  cf  Oklahoma  City,  Okla¬ 
homa,  is  secretary  of  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  and  Dr.  T. 
Russell  Reitz  of  Manhattan,  Kansas, 
is  treasurer. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  “special  days”  offerings  for  the  fellowship  of  Suffering  and 
Service  on  World-wide  Communion  Sunday  and  at  other  communion  services  throughout 
the  year  make  possible  important  services  through  channels  established  by  General  Con- 
fere  nee  the  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief,  the  Commission  on  Camp  Activ¬ 
ities,  and  the  Commission  on  Chaplains.  An  MCOR  staff  member  reports  on  the  worK 
being  done  through  that  organization.  October  is  World-wide  Communion  -Sunday. 


Emergency  Relief  Is 
MCQR ’s  First 
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Concern 


By  DORIS  DARNELL 


There  are  at  least  four  young  Koreans  who  never  heard  of  World¬ 
wide  Communion  Sunday.  If  they  were  asked,  they  could  not  define 
Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Service  or  the  Methodist  Committee  for  Over¬ 
seas  Relief.  Yet  these  four  youngsters  are  directly  dependent  on  all  three 
for  their  very  existence. 

The  food  they  eat,  the  clothes  they  wear,  the  love  they  know  are 
products  of  the  compassion  of  American  Methodists,  expressed  through 
voluntary  giving  to  the  Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Service  on  World- wide 
Communion  Sunday. 

They  are  four  of  the  4,000  Korean  orphans  supported  by  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief  with  a  monthly  allocation  of  $2,000,  at 
least  part  of  which  is  made  possible  by  the  undesignated  gifts  which  it 
receives  from  the  Fellowship. 

Shares  in  World-Wide  Communion  Sunday  Contributions 

MCOR,  the  overseas  relief  agency  created  by  vote  of  the  General 
Conference  m  1940,  gets  50  per  cent  of  the  World-wide  Communion  Sunday 
contributions.  (The  remaining  50  per  cent  is  divided  equally  between  the 
Commission  on  Camp  Activities  and  the  Commission  on  Chaplains.)  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  quadrennium,  the  Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Service  ac¬ 
counted  for  more  than  one-fourth  of  MCOR’s  approximately  $4,000,000 
income. 

Orphan  aid  is  only  one  phase  of  MCOR’s  work  in  Korea,  one  of  the 
major  areas  of  relief  du£ing  the  past  four  years.  Other  emphases  are 
the  Korean  amputee  program,  an  interdenominational  project  through 
which  churches  seek  to  rehabilitate  some  of  the  20,000"  civilian  amputees; 
widows’  work,  whereby  widows — many  of  whom  have  children — are  taught 
to  support  themselves  in  the  Methodist- sponsored  sewing  centers;  tuber¬ 
culosis  prevention  and  treatment;  and  aid  to  Korean  Methodist  workers 
and  their  families. 

India  is  another  important  center  for  MCOR  relief,  with  th'e  principal 
item  in  an  approximately  $27,000  quarterly  budget  being  aid  in  the  fight 
against  tuberculosis.  Upwards  of  1,000,000  people  die  in  India  each  year 
from  TB. 

MCOR  also  sends  aid  through  Methodist  chaimels  to  seven  other  Asi¬ 
atic  countries  including  Malaya,  Burma,  Sarawak,  Sumatra,  Hong  Kong, 
Pakistan,  and  Japan.  In  addition,  it  works  through  Methodist  agencies 
in  five  European  countries.  North  Africa,  Okinawa,  and  the  Philippines. 
Slightly  more  than  orie-half  of  the  total  relief  administered  by  MCOR 
goes  through  Methodist  channels. 

Also  Works  Inierdenominalionally 

The  Methodist  relief  agency,  with  its  policy  of  giving  aid  without 
concern  for  race,  creed,  or  social  status,  spends  approximately  $96,000 
quarterly  on  interdenominational  relief  projects.  Such  agencies  as  Church 
World  Service,  the 'World  Council  of  Churches,  and  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation  receive  appropriations  from  MCOR. 

Refugee  Program 

Aid  to  refugees  assumed  a  place  of  growing  importance  in  the 
MCOR  program  with  the  approval  of  the  Refugee  Relief  Act,  which  gave 
MCOR  the  right  to  find  sponsors  for  5,000  refugees  who  wished  to  im- 
migrate  to  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  resettlement  of  refugees 
in  the  U.S.,  the  Committee  seeks  to  help  those  who  cannot  gain  admission 
under  the  law.  In  co-operation  with  British  and  Canadian  Methodists, 
MCOR  has  sponsored  a  refugee  housing  project  in  Hong  Kong,  an  80-unit 
development  called  Wesley  Village.  Arab  refugees  also  are  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  attention.  Though  little  can  be  done  in  way  of  resettlement  for 
these  victims  of  partition,  MCOR  does  help  with  food  and  clothing  for 
them.  •  i.  .a  i  - 

Emergency  Relief  Primary  Task 

But  despite  the  prominence  of  several  long-range  projects  like  refugee 
relief  and  tuberculosis  prevention  and  treatment,  the  primary  emphasis 
of  MCOR  is  on  emergency  relief.  The  organization  always  tries  to  be 
ready  with  food,  clothing,  temporary  shelter  and  cash  donations  when 
disaster  strikes.  Whether  it  be  floods  in  India,  earthquakes  in  North 
Africa,  typhoons  in  Japan  or  fires  in  Hong  Kong  which  cause  the  havoc, 
MCOR  strives  to  interpret  the  concern  of  American  Methodists  for  the 
hungry  and  homeless  the  world  over.  ^  - 
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Methodist  Medical  Team  To  Borneo 


These  three'  Methodist  doctors 
will  form  the  nucleus  of  an  inter¬ 
national  medical  team  that  will 
carry  healing  and  health  know¬ 
ledge  to  thousands  of  -tribal  Ibans, 
ex-headhunters,  in  tropical  Sara¬ 
wak  (north  Borneo).  The  trio,  Dr. 
Harold  No  Brewster  (left),  Dr. 
(Mrs.)  Lillian  Ding  and  Dr.  Lik 
Kiu  Ding,  look  over  blueprints  for 
a  proposed  30-bed  hospital  to  be 
the  center  of  the  new  medical 
work,  the  first  to  be  undertaken 
among  the  Idans.  From  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  motor  launches  will  carry 
teams  of  doctors,  nurses,  teachers 
and  evangelists  up  the  tributaries 
of  the  Rajang  Rivet  to  Iban  long- 
house  communities.  Sarawak  is  one 
of  four  “Lands  of  Decision”  select¬ 
ed  by  the  Methodist  Church  for 
special  evangelistic  emphasis  in  the 


next  four  years.  Dr.  Brewster,  ° 
Montclair,  N.  J.,  is  taking  a  leave 
of  absence  as  medical  secretary  0 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Mission 
New  York,  to  help  open  the  new 
work.  The  Dings  will  be  the  fay 
doctors  to  be|^p  sent  by  the  Metho* 
dist  Church  in  South  east  Asia, 
which  includes  Burma,  Malay. 
Sumatra  and  the  Philippines.  Me 
odists  in  those  lands  have  unde  ^ 
taken  cooperatively  to  send 
sionaries  to  Sarawak  as  part  of 
international,  interracial  missi° 
ary  force.  Already  Chinese,  lad 
nesian  and  American  missionary 
are  working  there  together. 
Dings  have  been  trained  in  Arnery 
ca 


Dr.  L.  K.  Ding,  a  native 
Sarawak,  came  here  in  1946  as  0 
of  the  first  Crusade  scholars. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD#* 


Dublin  Library  Houses  Precious 
Biblical  Manuscripts 


Dublin  (RNS)  —  Some  of  the 
oldest  and  most  precious  Biblical 
manuscripts  in  the  world  are  hous¬ 
ed  in  a  library  established  here  by 
Sir  Alfred  Chester  Beatty,  New 
York-born  British  mining  magnate 
-who  now  has  his  home  in  Dublin. 

Most  widely  known  of  the  lib¬ 
rary’s  contents  is  a  series  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  papyri  which  are  of  the  high¬ 
est  importance  for  Biblical  studies. 

These,  including  the  oldest  man¬ 
uscripts  of  the  New  Testament 
dated  between  200  and  250  A.  D., 
and  the  Septuagint  version  of  the 
Old  Testament,  form  the  larger 
portion  of  a  “find”  of  which  part 
belongs  to  Princeton  University 
and  the  University  of  Michigan  in 
the  United  States. 

Sir  Alfred  also  has  acquired  a 
large  share  of  a  unique  “find”  of 
Manichean  papyri  containing  the 
text  of  the  lost  books  of  the  Ma¬ 
nichean  faith,  written,  in  Coptic. 
Some  of  these  have  been  publish¬ 
ed  but  others  are  still  being  sepa¬ 
rated  and  mounted.  , 

The  library  contains  papyri  in 
Egyptian  of  great  interest.  Among 
other  Coptic  texts  is  the  version 
of  the  Acts  and  the  Pauline  Epistle, 
probably  of  the  sixth  century. 

Western  manuscripts  in  the  lib¬ 
rary  range  in  date  from  the  eighth 
to  tbe  16th  century.  They  include 
a  wide  field  of  Bibles,  Psalters, 
Gospels,  commentaries  on  the 
Scriptures,  and  liturgical  and  de¬ 
votional,  works.  The  manuscripts 
are  mostly  in  Latin  but  some  are 
in  Greek  and  one  is  in  Hebrew. 
Many  contain  miniatures  and  rich¬ 
ly  historiated  initials. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
MEETING  OF  LAYMEN 

Cleveland,  O.  —Thirty-three  hun¬ 
dred  men  from  33  states  met  here 
recently  in  the  nation’s  first  inter- 
denominational  gathering  of 
Christian  laymen. 

They  listened  to  talks  and  ad¬ 
dresses  by  13  speakers  who  includ¬ 
ed  two  evangelists,  a  congressman 
and  a  mayor  —  and  they  returned 
to  their  home  and  business  with 
the  conviction  that  the  experiment 
was  a  significant  success. 

The  first  National  Convention  of 
Christian  Men  (Sept.  14-16)  was 
conceived,  organized  and  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  United  Church  Men,  men’s 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  with  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  the  faith  of  men  and 
havihg  them  experience  unity 
across  denominational,  lines. 

This,  most  delegates  agreed,  the 
convention  accomplished.  In  an  in¬ 
formal  poll  taken  at  the  closing 
session,  most  said  they  wanted 
more  national  meetings  as  evidence 
that  “laymen  are  on  the  march.” 
There  was  every  likelihood  they 
will  have  their  way,  UCM  leaders 
said,  though  a  final  decision  rests 
with  the  department’s  Board  of 
Managers,  which  will  take  up  the 
matter  at  its  next  scheduled  meet¬ 
ing  in  November. 

The  convention  program  includ¬ 
ed  no  business  actions.  There  were 
no  resolutions,  no  elections  of  of¬ 
ficers,  both  matters  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  meeting.  However,  as¬ 
sembling  In  seven  sessions,  dele¬ 
gates  heard  froip  a  group  of  notable 
speakers  and  listened  to  what  most 
felt  must  have  been  one  of  -the 
year’s  finest  programs  of  sacred 
music. 


One  of  the  earliest  Western  Bib¬ 
lical  manuscripts  is  the  volume  of 
Gospels  from  Stavelot  Abbey,  exe¬ 
cuted  in  Flanders  around  1,000 
A.  D.  But  Bede’s  Commentary  on 
the  Epistles  and  the  Apocalypse, 
written  probably  in  Nonantola 
(Italy),  is  dated  about  200  years 
earlier. 


METHODISTS  PLAN 
LABOR  MANAGEMENT 
CONFERENCE 

Chicago  (RNS)  —  Plans  for  con¬ 
vening  a  national  conference  on 
labor  and  management  in  late  1958 
or  early  1959  were  approved  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations  at  a  meeting 
here. 

The  46-member  body  is  The 
Methodist  Church’s  official  agency 
for  implementing  actions  of  its 
General  Conference  and  of  the 
Methodist  Social  Creed.  It  was 
formed  by  action  of  the  1952  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference. 

Other  activities  approved  by  the 
meeting  were  the  organization  of 
a  study  of  Christianity  and  Com¬ 
munism  and  continuance  and  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  series  of  interracial 
study  conferences  the  agency  has 
sponsored  in  recent  months  at  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  and  this  city.  Others 
will  be  held  shortly  at  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.;  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and 
Detriot,  Mich. 

The  Christianity  and  Commun¬ 
ism  research  projefet  will  be  initi¬ 
ated  and  developed  by  the  faculty 
of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas,  Tex.  It  was  made  possible 
by  a  recent  grant  from  the  Fund 
for  the  Republic. 

The  board  also  directed  that  the 
possibility  of  a  Methodist  confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Christian  and  his  daily 
work  be  explored  and  invited  Prof. 
Elizabeth  E.  Hoyt  of  Iowa  State 
College,  Ames,  la.,  to  lead  a  study 
of  “The  Ethical  Implications  of 
Security  in  Modem  Life.” 


Weimar,  Germany  (RNS)  — 
Otto  Nuschke,  chairman  of  the 
Christian  Democratic  Union  in  East 
Germany,  told  the  party’s  annual 
congress  here  that  “Christianity 
and  Marxism  are  two  different 
idealogies  between  which  there  is 
no  synthesis  or  any  compromise.” 

But  he  added  that  in  practical, 
life  there  were  a  number  of  points 
of  contact.  ' 

Dr.  Nuschke,  who  also  is  Deputy 
Premier  of  the  Soviet  Zone  Com¬ 
munist  government  and  head  of  its 
Church  Affairs  Office,  said  he  was 
in  full  agreement  with  a  recent  de¬ 
claration  made  by  Pope  Piux  VII 
on  co-existence  between  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  and  the  Com¬ 
munist  system. 

The  Pope,  in  a  radio  address  to 
the  77th  German  Catholic  Day 
Congress,  said  that  one  indispens¬ 
able  cofidition  must  be  met  before 
any  “honest  co-existence”  between 
the  Catholic  Faith  and  the  Com¬ 
munist  system  could  be  discussed. 
This  was,  he  said,  that  the  Church 
enjoy  the  freedom  to  live  within 
the  State  “in  conformity  with  her 
constitution  and  laws,  caring  for 
her  faithful  and  freely  preaching 


Americans  Must 
Accept  World 
Responsibility 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  —  The  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  has  called 
upon  'Americans  to  accept  the 
world  responsibility  thrust  upon 
them  and  “serve  the  common  in¬ 
terest  through  realistic  programs 
of  mutuality  and  cooperation.” 

In  a  statement  to  be  read  from 
thousands  of  pulpits  across  the 
country  on  World  Order  Sunday, 
October  21,  the  nation’s  largest  re¬ 
ligious  organization  declares  that 
while  maintenance  of  military 
strength  may  protect  against  arm¬ 
ed  attack,  “only  faith  and  work  can 
creatively  extend  freedom  and 
community.” 

Americans  cannot  escape  their 
responsibilities  and  the  need  for 
sacrifice  through  “self  righteous¬ 
ness  or  retreat  from  international 
realities,”  it  cautions. 

“Vast  multitudes  throughout  the 
world  seek  quick  release  from  the 
ancient  bondage  of  hunger,  pover¬ 
ty,  disease,  ignorance  and  exploita¬ 
tion.  As  we  welcome  their  aspira¬ 
tions  giving  to  them  the  same  prio¬ 
rity  we  give  our  own,  we  exercise 
that  moral  influence  which  we  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  our  heritage  in  charac¬ 
ter  and  tradition.” 

But  the  nation  can  fill  its  world 
responsibilities  as  an  instrument 
for  peace  and  justice,  it  adds,  only 
as  these  goals  are  “realized  with 
all  reasonable  speed  for  all  in  our 
land  regardless  of  race  or  back¬ 
ground.  “We  must  earn  the  respect 
of  man-kind  by  deeds  as  well  as 
words,”  it  declares. 

“In  this  revolutionary  world, 
time  will  not  wait  for  Christian 
citizens  to  accept  at  slow  and  com¬ 
fortable  pace  the  fuller  implica¬ 
tions  of  Christianity  and  democra¬ 
cy.” 

The  statement  gives  unqualified 
support  to  the  United  Nations  as 
“the  world’s  best  political  hope” 
for  achieving  the  goals  of  human 
rights  and  the  dignity  of  the  in¬ 
dividual.” 


the  message  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

In  an  allusion  to  relations  be¬ 
tween  Church  and  State  in  the 
Soviet  Zone,  Dr.  Nuschke  stated 
that  “if  any  diversionist  activities 
are  carried  out  against  the  State 
under  the  guise  of  religion,  the 
State  acts  in  justified  self-defense 
when  it  stamps  out  such  attempts.” 

He  demanded  that  leaders  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  in 
the  Soviet  Zone  pledge  loyalty  to 
the  Communist  government. 

Such  a  pledge,  he  added,  would 
settle  quickly,  and  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  both  sides,  all  out¬ 
standing  problems  of  Church- 
State  relations. 

The  CDU  congress  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  East  German  President  Wil¬ 
helm  Pieck  expressing  “unshak¬ 
able  confidence”  in  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  East  German  CDU,  original¬ 
ly  a  branch  of  the  West  German 
party  of  the  same  name  headed 
by  Chancellor  Konrad  Adenauer, 
is  primarily  an  organization  which 
attempts  to  rally  Soviet  Zone 
Christians  behind  the  Communist 
program. 


Dr.  Stoody  Heads 
Methodist  Secretaries 

Chicago  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Ralph 
Stoody  of  New  York  was  elect¬ 
ed  president  of  the  Council  of 
Secretaries  of  The  Methodist 
Church  at  its  annual  meeting 
here.  He  is  general  secretary 
and  director  of  the  Commission 
on  Public  Relations  and  Metho¬ 
dist  Information. 

Dr.  Stoody  succeeds  Dr.  John 
O.  Gross  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
general  secretary  of  the  Division 
of  Educational  Institutions  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

The  council  comprises  top- 
level  executives  of  the  Church’s 
general  boards  and  agencies. 


Army  Seeks  Reserve 
Chaplaincy 

Fort  Jackson,  S.  C.  (RNS)  — 
A  constant  effort  to  interest 
Southeastern  clergymen  in  tak¬ 
ing  reserve  commissions  in  the 
Army  Chaplaincy  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  throughout  the  Third 
Army  area. 

Lt.  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Hickey, 
Third  Army  Commander,  said 
that  “a  large  number”  of  vacan¬ 
cies  exist. 

“The  spiritual  and  moral  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  Third  Army  Reser- 
visits  is  one  of  prime  interest  to 
this  headquarters,”  Gen.  Hickey 
said,  “and  we  are  most  anxious 
to  fill  all  our  vacancies.” 


Charge  Government 
Quits  Publishing 
Liquor  Statistics 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  The  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union 
charged  here  that  the  government 
has  quit  publishing  statistics  on  the 
sale  and  consumption  of  alcoholic 
beverages  for  fear  of  public  reac¬ 
tion. 

Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Hays  of  Evanston, 
Ill.,  told  the  union’s  executive 
committee  that  alcholism  and  the 
amount  of  money  spent  for  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  have  reached  an 
all-time  high  under  federal  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  traffic  and  drink 
promotion  on  radio  and  television. 

She  said  the  Office  of  Business 
Economics,  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce,  -  “admits,  but  only  if  asked 
for  the  information,”  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  spent  $10,090,000,000  for  drink 
last  year,  the  highest  amount  in 
history. 

“Similarly  ‘buried’  statistics  of 
the  same  agency,”  Mrs.  Hays  add¬ 
ed,  “show  alcoholic  beverage  con¬ 
sumption  last  year  to  have  totaled 
200  million  gallons  of  hard  liquor, 
144  million  gallons  of  wine  and 
85  million  barrels  of  beer.” 

“This  is  more  hard  liquor  than 
for  any  year  except  1946  since  re¬ 
peal,  more  wine  than  for  any  pre- 
,  vious  year,  and  more  beer  than  for 
any  year  except  1952,”  she  said. 

“The  4,500,000  alcoholics  cur¬ 
rently  reported  in  the  United 
States,”  she  said,  “are  a  30  per  cent 
increase  in  number  in  the  last  eight 
years,  a  tragic  price  to  pay  for  a 
challengeable  personal  liberty.” 


East  German  Official  See$  No  Compromise 
With  Christianity 
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Editorials: 


eUTYCethodists  Should  SKave  <S\  Qhurch  c\Kome 

NO  Methodist  should  be  narrow  in  his  views  or  in  his  rela¬ 
tionships  with  other  churches,  Methodist  or  otherwise.  How¬ 
ever,  about  the  only  way  the  average  layman  can  render 
his  largest  service  to  the  kingdom  is  to  have  his  membership  in 
some  particular  church  and  love  that  church  above  any  other  and 
be  loyal  to  that  church  above  all  others. 

When  we  move  from  one  town  to  another,  too  much  “shopping 
around  ’  for  a  church  home  frequently  dissipates  our  interest  in 
a  one-church  relationship.  We  are  so  constituted  that  we  cannot 
love  in  the  abstract  or  practice  loyalty  in  the  abstract.  Real  love 
and  real  loyalty  require  some  definite  object  to  which  that  love 
and  loyalty  can  be  given.  We  must  first  love  some  church  in  par¬ 
ticular  before  we  can  love  very  much  the  church  general.  We  are 
not  likely  to  be  loyal  to  the  church  general,  in  a  very  helpful 
waY>  unless  we  have  some  particular  church  to  which  our  first 
loyalty  is  given. 

Usually  real  religious  growth  must  await  the  time  when  we 
are  a  vital  part  of  some  particular  church  through  which  we  re¬ 
ceive  religious  strength  and  to  which  we  give  our  religious 
strength. 


rfoJorld~rWide  (Communion  Sunday,  1956 

MOST  appropriately,  following  the  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference,  is  the  observance,  next  Sunday,  of  World-Wide 
Communion  Sunday,  when  Methodists  join  with  several 
other  denominations  throughout  the  world  in  a  world-wide  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  “The  Methodists 
In  All  The  World  Are  One  People”  was  the  theme  of  the  recent 
World  Conference.  World-Wide  Communion  Sunday  is  here  and 
now  is  an  opportunity  to  give  expression  to  the  oneness  of  Metho¬ 
dists  in  local  churches. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  thrilling  expression  of  the 
oneness  of  Christians  in  the  faith  than  that  of  the  followers 
of  Christ  everywhere  in  the  world,  on  the  same  day,  observing 
Holy  Communion  and  making  their  confessions  and  recommitting 
their  lives  to  Him.  From  the  beginning  of  the  day  in  the  mid- 
Pacific  and  moving  westward  around  the  world,  hour  after  hour, 
many  groups  of  Christians  will  take  up  the  observance  until  the 
world  has  been  circled,  Christians  everywhere  remembering  that 
Christ  died  for  them,  evidence  of  God’s  redeeming  love  for  all 
men  everywhere. 

We  observed  this  day  last  year  in  a  church  of  a  sister  de¬ 
nomination  that  was  sharing  the  observance,  and  knelt  beside 
an  Oriental  to  receive  Communion.  There  is  something  rewarding 
in  such  an  experience,  remembering  that  the  same  Lord  who 
shares  His  grace  and  love  with  us  is  doing  the  same  for  others 
throughout  that  day  in  all  the  world. 

This  is  the  sixteenth  year  that  Methodists  have  known  this 
fellowship  at  the  Lord’s  Table.  For  almost  this  length  of  time, 
Methodists  have  been  placing  upon  the  altar  large  sums  of  money 
for  use  in  three  distinctive  types  of  ministry.  Known  as  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Suffering  and  Service,  World-Wide  Communion  Sunday 
offerings  support  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Commission  for  Over¬ 
seas  Relief,  the  Methodist  Commission  on  Chaplains,  and  the 
Methodist  Committee  on  Camp  Activities.  Work  of  these  groups 
has  been  explained  in  recent  weeks  in  this  publication.  Your 
offerings  on  Sunday,  October  7  will  help  to  continue  these  splendid 
ministries  in  three  specialized  areas-  of  work. 


<S o  c&est  Or  Not  ^o  ^ est 

RADIOACTIVITY  has  become  a  major  political  issue  in  West 
Germany  and  it  could  very  well  become  such  an  issue  in 
many  other  countries  before  too  long  unless  proper  pre¬ 
caution  is  taken  to  protect  all  concerned.  Indeed,  radioactivity 


could  become  a  major  threat  to  life  itself,  an  insiduous  weapon 
that  could  spell  doom  'for  untold  millions  of  people. 

It  seems,  according  to  a  World  Around  Press  report  from  Mun¬ 
ich,  West  Germany,  that  nuclear  weapons  tests,  evidently  being 
conducted  in  West  Germany,  have  released  radioactive  particles 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  government  of  West  Germany  is  getting 
set  to  put  into  operation  in  Munich  thte  first  of  ten  projected 
radioactivity  warning  stations.  These  stations,  linked  to  each  other, 
will  monitor  radioactivity  in  the  atmosphere  and  in  rainfall. 

It  is  startling  to  contemplate  the  implications  of  this  matter 
when  international  relations  are  involved.  Think,  for  example,  of 
an  enemy  carrying  out  a  planned  program  of  sending  radioactive 
particles  in  such  a  way  that  another  country  would  be  subjected 
to  a  slow,  almost  unknown  treatment  that  would  result  finally  in 
the  contamination  of  most  food  and  water. 

This  is,  of  course,  part  of  what  goes  to  make  up  the  world 
in  which  we  live.  Let  it  be  hoped  that  this  type  of  experimenta¬ 
tion  with  nuclear  weapons  will  not  get  so  out  of  hand  that  the 
testing  of  weapons  for  use  against  others  will  become  the  very 
means  of  destroying  those  who  test. 


Revivals  In  Religion  <£And  Qrime 

A  strange  combination  of  circumstances  seem  to  indicate  that, 
in  America,  we  are  having,  simultaneously,  a  revival  of 
religion  and  a  revival  of  crime. 

Reports  from  e^ery  side,  as  well  as  official  statistics,  indicate 
an  unparallelled  interest  in  the  church  and  religion  in  America. 
Recently  published  statistics  show  that,  for  thd  first  time,  there 
are  more  than  100,000,000  members  of  the  church  in  our  nation. 
This  not  only  means  an  all-time  high  'in  the  number  of  church 
members,  it  means  also  an  all-time  high  in  the  percentage  of  our 
population  who  are  members  of  the  church.  This  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  America  is  more  religious  today  than  at  any  time 
in  its  history. 

However,  almost  before  we  quit  patting  ourselves  on  the  back 
for  this  remarkable  growth  of  the  church,  we  have  a  report  from 
Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation, 
stating  that  in  the  first  half  of  1956,  we  have  had  a  14.4  percent 
increase  in  crime  in  the  United  States,  the  sharpest  increase  in 
crime  since  the  close  of  World  War  II.  This  increase  brought*  the 
crime  rate  also  to  an  all-time  high  in  America. 

Thus  we  have  it  that,  in  the  midst  of  a  national  revival  of 
religion  and  church  membership,  we  are  having,  also,  a  national 
revival  of  crime.  It  would  appear  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  good 
are  getting  better  and  the  bad  are  getting  worse. 

We  have  heard  no  explanation  of  this  paradoxical  situation 
and  we  have  no  explanation  to  offer  that  would  have  any  stronger 
authority  behind  it  than  our  personal  opinion.  Regardless  of  the 
cause  behind  this  strange  situation,  we  believe  it  reflects  on  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  church  in  our  American  life.  "Today 
the  American  church  is  the  best  organized,  the  best  supported 
financially,  the  best  housed  and  has  the  best  trained  leadership 
and  the  largest  membership  numerically  and  percentage-wise  in 
its  history.  Under  such  circumstances,  America  should  not  be  de¬ 
teriorating  morally  and  spiritually  either  inside  the  church  or 
outside. 

v 

A  rather  surprising  thing  in  Mr.  Hoover’s  report  is  the  fact 
that  the  crime  rate  in  Southern  states  is  higher  than  in  the  North. 
Furthermore  the  report  states  that  of  such  serious  offenses  as 
murder,  manslaughter  and  rape,  the  rate  is  three  times  higher 
in  the  Southern  states  than  elsewhere. 

This  may  hurt  our  pride  in  the  “Bible  Belt”  but  it  should 
also  arouse  us  to  make  our  religion  more  effective  in  influence  in 
the  life  of  our  day.  As  the  church  grows,  morality  and  righteous¬ 
ness  should  also  grow.  If  it  does  not,  we  should  take  a  “new  look” 
at  our  own  lives  and  the  life  of  the  church. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Group  From  Your  Church  May  Be 
Interested  In  Making  An 


Oklahoma  Indian 


Mission  Trip 


By  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Jackson 


EDITORS'  NOTE:  This  following  is  an  account  of  a  trip  made  to  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Mission  Conference  by  the  World  Friendship  Group 
sponsored  by  the  Woman's  Society  of  the  Maplewood  Methodist  Church. 
This  presentation  is  made  here  to  enlist  the  interest  of  other  groups  in  such 
trips,  and  the  organization  of  other  World  Friendship  Groups  of  this 
Conference.  / 

l 


THE  World  Friendship  Group  of  Girls  of  the  Methodist  Church 
returned  a  few  weeks  ago  from  a  trip  to  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Mission  Conference,  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma.  Interest  in  making  such 
a  trip  first  occured  last  fall  when  Dr.  D.  D.  Etchieson,  General 
Superintendent  and  the  only  white  member  of  the  Conference,  and  Dr. 
H.  W.  Anderson,  Eastern  District  Superintendent,  visited  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  When  they  spoke  in  the  Maplewood  Church,  Rev.  Loyd 
E.  Williams  told  them  about  the  group  of  girls  and  their  practice  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  missionary  tour  each  summer.  Dr.  Anderson  extended  an  invitation 
to  {he  group  to  attend  their  Annual  Conference  for  our  tour  this  year. 

i 

Getting  Ready  ~ 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  invitation,  the  girls  set  out  to  raise 
the  needed  funds  for  the  trip.  First,  they  sponsored  a  spaghetti  supper 
which  netted  the  group  over  one-half  the  money  needed.  Then  a  rummage 
sale  was  held  to  raise  the  balance.  Once  the  money  was  in  the  bank,  the 
excitement  and  anticipation  of  the  girls,  as  well  as  the  six  adults  ’who 
accompanied  them,  grew  stronger.  The  four  days  between  the  rummage 
sale  and  the  actual  departure  of  the  group  seemed  like  an  eternity!  At 
last  our  patience  was  rewarded!  We  anxiously  scrambled  into  three  cars 
at  4:00  a.m.  on  Thursday,  May  31,  and  left  for  Oklahoma.  Our  only  voiced 
regret  was  that  our  minister,  Rev.  Loyd  Williams,  was  unable  to  ac¬ 
company  us. 

On  The  Way 

Just  as  we  reached  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  we  encountered  storm  and- 
tornado  warnings  so  we  were  delayed  for  three  and  one-half  hours.  How¬ 
ever,  our  counsellor’s  mother,  Mrs.  Garrett,  had  a  nice  lunch  awaiting 
us  so  we  made  good  use  of  our  time.  Once  the  sky  began  to  lighten  a 
little  we  again  started  towards  Okmulgee,  arriving  at  the  Belmont  Hotel 
around  10:00  p.m.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  took  very  little  persuasion 
to  get  us  to  go  to  bed  that  night!  » 

Arrival 

The  next  morning  we  awoke  early  and  after  a  hearty  breakfast,  headed 
for  the  Newtown  Methodist  Church  and  Camp  Grounds  northwest  of 
Okmulgee  where  the  Conference  was  being  held.  Dr.  Anderson  was  anx¬ 
iously  awaiting  our  arrival  and  greeted  us  as  we  reached  the  taber¬ 
nacle.  He  seated  us  right  in  the  center  of  the  tabernacle  and  when  in¬ 
troducing  the  group,  made  one  of  the  warmest  introductions  we  had  ever 
heard.  We  were  told  that  we  were  to  feel  at  home  and  go  anywhere  we 
wanted  whenever  we  wanted.  Dr.  Etchieson  and  Bishop  Smith  also  ex¬ 
tended  their  greetings  to  us  and  invited  us  to  eat  all  meals  there  at  the 
Mission.  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith,  the  Conference  bishop  for  the  past 
13  years,  presided  over  all  meetings. 

Familiar  Hymns 

As  we  arrived  several  of  the  officers  and  delegates  were  making 
their  reports.  Just  before  the  morning  worship  service,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Heswood  from  Tulsa  led  us  in  singing  some  favorite  hymns.  He  did  the 
singing  while  all  1500  people  attending  hummed  in  the  background.  This 
one  incident  alone  was  evidence  of  what  Christianity  has  done  for  the 
Indian  people.  Christian  members  of  sixteen  different  tribes,  who  were 
once  savage,  and  white  man  sitting  together  under  the  tabernacle  singing 
at  the  top  of  their  voices  such  songs  as  “What  a  Friend  We  Have  In  Jesus” 
and  “Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer”  was  indeed  a  sight  to  behold!  At  times  you 
could  hear  a  faint  echo  from  the  nearby  hills — especially  when  we  closed 
with  “Amazing  Grace”,  each  person  singing  in  his  own  tongue. 

The  speaker  for  the  Friday  morning  worship  service  was  Dr.  Vernon 
Middleton,  Executive  Secretary  to  the  Methodist  General  Board  of  Mis- 
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sions.  He  delivered  a  very  timely  and  unusual  message  on  the  topic  “I 
am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life”.  After  the  benediction  we  adjourned 
to  the  adjoining  camps  for  lunch. 

Mealtime 

The  meals  were  all  cooked  out-of-doors  by  the  Indians  and  served 
family  style.  Approximately  25  people  were  seated  at  one  time  at  each 
camp.  Each  table  had  a  person  return  thanks  and  then  as  soon  as  you 
had  finished  eating  you  left  and  someone  else  came  in  and  took  your 
place.  It  was  a  privilege  indeed  to  have  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Smith  seated 
at  our  table  for  this  first  meal  at  the  Indian  Mission.  Being  able  to  visit 
along  with  them  so  early  in  the  meeting  enabled  us  to  get  a  lot  of  the 
background  and  customs  of  the  people  and  the  Mission.  After  the  meal 
we  were  told  that  there  were  three  conferences  going  on  at  once — the 
Church,  the  W.S.C.S.,  and  M.Y.F.  Friday  afternoon  some  of  the  group 
visited  the  W.S.C.S.  meeting,  which  was  their  memorial  service  and 
dedication.  This  was  a  very  inspirational  service  to  all  who  attended. 
Friday  night  the  young  people  had  a  recreation  period  of  singing  and 
games  preceding  the  night  worship  service. 

The  Youth  Department  also  had  charge  of  the  first  part  of  the  evening 
worship.  They  presented  “A  Voice  Said  Go!” — a  drama  with  choral 
speaking.  Following  this  portion  of  the  service  the  W.S.C.S.  had  their 
candlelight  pledge  service  which  was  followed  by  our  speaker  of  the 
evening,  Mrs.  Dora  Wagner,  who  is  now  retired  from  the.  mission  field 
after  40  years  in  Japan. 

Next  Day 

Saturday  morning  the  young  people  all  visited  in  the  Indian  Mission 
M.Y.F.  Workshops  while  the  adults  attended  the  Conference.  At  the 
morning  worship  service  our  speaker  was  Dr.  E.  Harold  Mohn,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Methodist  Advance.  Dr.  Mohn  gave  a  very  inspiring  talk 
on  Romans  1:16 — "For  I  Am  Not  Ashamed”.  On  Saturday  afternoon  the 
youth  attended  a  picnic  and  vesper  service  at  Okmulgee  Lake.  Their 
speaker  for  the  evening  was  Rev.  Benson  Wallace.  Back  at  the  Newtown 
Church  the  counsellors  were  attending  the  W.S.C.S.  final  session  and 
communion  service  which  .was  one  of  the  many  highlights  of  the  entire 
Conference. 

For  the  evening  worship  service  Saturday  some  slides  were  shown 
of  churches  in  different  sections  of  the  Conference  and  the  work  that 
was  being  done  there.  This  was  very  educational  and  laid  a  perfect 
foundation  for  the  program  which  followed.  The  young  people  then  gave 
a  Tableau  presentation  “This  Is  Our  Church”.  The  scenes  depicted  the 
life  and  gfowth  of  the  Indian  Mission  from  the  “TRAIL  OF  TEARS”  and 
early  missionary  work  to  the  present  day.  It  was  very  inspiring  to  see 
how  far  the  Indians  had  progressed  in  Christianity — even  through  their 
many  hardships — and  how  sincerely  grateful  they  were  for  God’s  many 
blessings. 

^  Sunday  At  The  Mission 

The  Sunday  services  were  a  perfect  and  challenging  climax  to  the 
entire  Conference.  We  all  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  half-hour  of  singing 
hymns  before  Sunday  School  and  then  going  to  our  own  classes  for  the 
lesson.  There  were  21  Sunday  School  Classes  that  morning;  this  was  due 
to  many  of  the  classes  being  conducted  within  tribes  and  being  taught 
in  the  native  language. 

For  the  morning  worship  service  the  Conference  Choir  led  the  sing¬ 
ing  and  their  wonderful  music  was  a  thrill  and  inspiration  to  all.  By 
lie  time  the  Sunday  worship  service  began,  more  than  2,000  people  had 
arrived  at  the  Conference.  Many  heard  the  services  from  their  camps 
over  public  address  speakers  as  there  was  not  enough  room  in  the  taber¬ 
nacle  and  due  to  the  rain  they  were  unable  to  sit  under  the  thatched 
arbor  ^surrounding  the  tabernacle  itself  or  under  the  trees.  However,  as 
the  rain  began  to  stop  and  Bishop  Smith  began  to  deliver  the  message, 
the  crowds  under  the  trees  began  to  grow  steadily.  Bishop  Smith  de¬ 
livered  a  most  challenging  message  on  “Open  Doors  of  Opportunity”.  At 
the  close  of  the  service  the  appointments  were  read  and  after  singing 
the  bishop’s  favorite  Choctaw  hymn  we  heard  the  prayer  and  benediction. 
Following  the  benediction  we  all  very  reverently  sang  “God  Be  With 
You  ’Till  We  Meet  Again”. 

Heading  Home 

After  lunch  and  bidding  our  many  friends  “so-long”,  we  again  loaded 
into  our  cars — rather  reluctantly  this  time — and  headed  for  home.  Each 
of  us  upon  leaving,  if  not  before,  came  to  the  full  realization  of  what 
a  wonderful  blessing  it  was  to  have  been  able  to  visit  the  Indian  Mission 
Conference.  It  was  a  most  challenging  experience  for  us  all  and  as  we 
drove  away  from  the  Newtown  Camp  Grounds  we  could  not  help  but 
recall  some  of  the  things  Bishop  Smith  had  said  earlier  that  morning — 
“There  are  doors  of  opportunity  for  everyone  but  everyone  who  sees 
the  open  door  will  not  enter  into  it.  It  takes  a  person  walking  close  to 
God  to  see  the  Open  Door  and  then  be  willing  to  enter  it”.  The  Indian 
people  are  very  concerned  about  their  people  who  are  not  Christian 
and  being  so  sincere  in  their  concern,  are  doing  something  about  it.  The 
ministers,  the  W.S.C.S.,  the  Youth,  and  the  lay-leaders  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission  Conference  are  doing  what  Dr.  Mohn  so  forcefully  put 
over  in  his  message  when  he  said,  quote:  “Christians  should  be  more 
willing  to  associate  with  their  people  who  are  not  Christians  so  that 
their  influence  may  help  them.  Don’t  tiptoe  in  Christianity!  Plant  your 
foot  and  make  a  deep  footprint  in  the  sands  of  time  for  God’s  work, 
always  remembering  that  God  and  one  man  make  a  majority”.  The 
Indian  Mission  Conference  is  indeed  making  a  deep  footprint  in  the 
sands  of  time  for  God’s  work  and  our  hope  and  prayer  is  that  most 
people — both  adults  and  youth — may  sometime  visit  the  Conference  and 
come  to  fully  realize  the  wonderful  work  the  men,  women,  and  young 
people  are  doing.  We  thank  God  for  people  such  as  these  Indians  of 
Oklahoma  who  have  the  courage  and  the  faith  in  God  to  keep  going 
even  in  the  face  of  difficulty  to  see  their  goal  attained. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


"GIVE  US  THIS  DAY  .. 

Buried  at  the  heart  of  our  Lord’s  Prayer  is  this  petition:  “Give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread.”  Of  what  do  we  think  when  we  say  these  words? 
Perhaps  if  we  were  absolutely  honest,  many  of  us  would  have  to  admit  we 
often  do  not  think  very  much  at  all  about  the  words  when  we  say  them, 
for  so  frequently  the  Lord’s  Prayer  is  repeated  without 
being  prayed. 

But  to  the  persons  who  first  heard  Our  Lord  say 
them,  those  were  not  idle  words.  The  people  of  Palestine 
in  general  lived  a  hand-to-mouth  existence.  They 
fluctuated  between  feast  and  famine.  The  matter  of 
daily  bread  was  an  almost  immediate  concern  to  most 
of  them. 

Some  years  ago  Sholom  Asch  wrote  a  book  en¬ 
titled  “Three  Cities,”  in  which  he  pictured  a  wealthy 
young  Russian  going  to  Warsaw  to  share  the  lot  of  the 
poor  Jews  in  the  ghetto.  He  cut  himself  off  from  his 
family  circle.  He  refused  to  draw  the  full  allowance  available  for  him. 
He  tried  to  live  as  the  poverty-stricken  Jews  around  him.  But  there  was  a 
barrier  which  he  could  not  hurdle.  The  people  held  back  from  him.  Finally 
one  shouted  to  him,  “Have  you  ever  been  hungry?”  In  his  own  heart  he 
thought  he  had  been.  But  when  some  time  later  he  was  actually  without 
food,  he  knew  the  difference.  He  discovered  then  it  is  one  thing  to  see  how 
little  a  person  can  live  on;  it  is  another  thing  not  to  be  able  to  see  even 
that  little. 

When  a  man  knows  what  it  is  to  wake  up  to  an  empty  cupboard,  when 
he  sees  his  children  go  hungry  and  crying-  to  bed— then,  and  only  then,  I 
suppose,  can  he  appreciate  the  full  force  of  the  petition,  “Give  us  this  day 
our  daily  bread.”  For  it  surely  means  at  least,  “Give  us  enough  to  live  on 
physically.” 

Yet  while  Jesus  had  compassion  for  the  hungry  folk  whom  He  saw, 
and  while  He  fed  the  five  thousand,  and  while  He  would  certainly  have  his 
followers  feed  the  poor,  He  was  ever  trying  to  lift  men’s  thoughts  from 
physical  hunger  to  the  higher  hungers. 

A  man  may  have  enough  to  eat  and  yet  not  have  enough  to  live  on, 


in  the  sense  Christ  considered  living.  An  empty  heart  is  more  painful  than 
an  empty  stomach. 

Some  time  ago  I  spent  many  hours  with  a  great  industrialist  who  had 
lost  his  wife.  For  50  years  they\had  lived  loyally\pnd  lovingly  together. 
They  had  no  children  and  her  death  lgft  an  unspeakably  aching  Void  in  his 
heart.  His  millions  were  no  comfort  to  him  in  his  moment  of  sorrow.  He 
kept  saying,  “I  have  nothing  to  live  for.”  ^ 

But  groping  Godward  in  his  grief,  he  day  by  day  began  to  find  faith  to 
feed  his  soul.  The  hope  he  would  someday  see  her  again,  the  sympathetic 
love  of  his  friends  and  his  stern  sense  of  duty  toward  his  large  responsibil¬ 
ities  combined  to  make  him  feel  he  still  had  something  to  live  for.  Thus 
God  gave  him  his  daily  bread. 

It  often  takes  a  personal  crisis  to  reveal  to  us  our  real  hungers  and  the 
true  “daily  bread.”  * 

Suppose  each  of  us  were  to  make  out  a  list  of  his  heart’s  desires.  Would 
we  be  justified  in  holding  our  list  of  desires  up  to  God  and  saying,  “Here, 
O  God,  is  what  I  need  to  live  on.  This  is  the  bread  I  need.  Give  it  to  me 
this  day.”  Well,  we  cannot  honestly  say  all  the  desires  of  our  hearts  are 
essential  for  us  to  live  on.  Some  of  our  desires  are  really  not  desirable. 
We  hold  our  desires  up  to  God  in  order  to  sift  our  real  needs  from  our 
passing  wishes. 

Hunger  is  not  in  itself  a  safe  guide  to  eating.  Sometimes  we  hunger  for 
food  we  should  not  have.  Sometimes  we  need  food  we  do  not  want.  Left  to 
itself,  my  own  appetite  would  turn  from  spinach  to  candy  any  time,  but  now 
the  struggle  is  over,  I  am  grateful  for  those  parental  hands  which  forced  me 
to  eat  my  spinach.  (I’m  still  a  bit  doubtful  about  the  spinach.)  Similarly, 
our  hearts’  desires  are  not  always  our  hearts’  needs. 

I  think  now  of  a  fellow  who  is  always  going  around  anxious  about  what 
is  good  for  his  health.  He  watches  what  he  eats,  what  he  does,  ever  mindful 
of  his  pulse,  his  blood  pressure,  his  digestion.  While  he  seems  by  this  time 
to  know  pretty  well  what  is  good  for  him  he  never  seems  to  have  discovered 
what  he  is  good  for. 

We  do  not  really  have  enough  to  live  on  until  we  have  enough  to  live 
for.  We  need  to  know  not  only  what  things  should  be  put  into  us,  but  also 
what  things  we  are  to  put  ourselves  into. 

“Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,”  therefore,  means  asking  for  enough 
to  live  on,  enough  to  live  for  and  enough  to  live  with. 

And  'remember,  daily  bread  is  to  be  asked  for  daily.  The  Scriptural 
promise  is,  “As  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength  be.”  „ 
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Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 

SUNRISE  ON  LAKE  NORFORK 

Lake  Norfork  is  one  of  .  a  number  of  man¬ 
made  lakes  in  the  Ozark  hills  of  Arkansas  that 
have  been  created  for  flood  control  and  for  the 
manufacture  of  electrical  power.  It  lies  close  to 
’  the  Missouri  line  in  north  central  Arkansas,  and 
is  a  great,  sprawling  body  of  water  marked  with 
dozens  of  bays  and  coves  which  take  the  place  of 
the  former  hills  and  valleys  in  this  section  of  the 
Ozarks.  Since  the  lake  has  been  filled  for  a 
dozen  or  more  years,  there  have  sprung  up  all 
around  the  long  shore  line  many  resorts  where 
the  vacationer  may  take  his  rest  in  whatever 
style  of  living  that  he  may  choose. 

But  this  is  not  just  a  “plug”  for  the  recre¬ 
ational  facilities  of  my  beloved  state.  It  is  writ¬ 
ten  to  tell  of  the  experiences  that  my  son-in-law, 
David  Nelsen,  and  I  had  on  Labor  Day  as  we 
spent  the  early  morning  hours  on  the  lake  at  our 
favorite  sport  of  fishing.  We  were  on  the  water 
as  the  light  of  day  began  to  struggle  with  the 
shades  of  night  in  the  eastern  sky.  The  hills  be¬ 
gan  to  take  shape,  then  the  details  of  the  trees; 
and  as  the  mists  rose  slowly  from  the  water, 
daylight  began  to  spread  across  the  lake.  We 
were  fishing  with  our  backs  to  the  east  and 
without  knowing  the  time,  we  forgot  that  the  sun 
was  climbing  up  the  hills  behind  us.  Suddenly 
I  looked  around  and  behold  the  breath-taking 
spectacle  of  a  mountain  literally  on  fire  with  the 
golden  glow  of  the  sun  just  behind  it.  Across  the 
lake  the  highlights  were  painted  on  countless 
trees  that  line  the  shore  and  cover  the  hills. 
Green  leaves  were  touched  with  the  golden  fire 
of  dawn.  Mists  were  dissolving  into  soft  clouds 
that  tried  to  hide  in  the  valleys  to  miss  the  heat 
of  the  sun.  _  . 

A  few  minutes  later  the  sun  climbed  above 
the  hill  that  was  trying  to  hide  him,  and  the 
whole  lake  was  bathed  in  early  morning  gold 
with  shimmering  tips  resting  on  the  ripples  that 
rode  oft  the  quiet  surface.  The  highlights  now 
were  gone  and  the  green  vegetation  was  glowing 
with  the  brightness  of  the  morning  sun.  A  mile 
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THE  BRITISH  LOCAL  PREACHER 

One  of  the  sharpened  realizations  that  came 
to  many  of  us  at  the  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  was  of  the  place 
and  importance  of  the  local  preacher  in  British 
Methodism.  Sixty  per  cent  of  Methodist  services 
on  any  Sunday  in  England  are  conducted  by 
volunteer  lay  preachers.  Indeed,  as  one  hears  the 
story  of  the  service  of  the  local  preacher,  one 
wonders  if  there  would  be~  any  dynamic  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  British  Isles  without  him. 
And  an  American  wonders  if  a  major  task  of  the 
“lay  movement”  within  the  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 
ought  not  to  be  to  commission,  and  train,  and 
send  out  into  the  struggling  churches  of  the  land 
lay  witnesses  to  the  powpr  of  the  gospel. 

There  were  present  at  the  Conference  a  re¬ 
markable  array  of  leaders  of  British  thought  and 
life,  all  of  whom  are  active  local  preachers  who 
stand  in  Methodist  pulpits  at  least  seven  or  eight 
times  each  three  months.  They  preach  volun¬ 
tarily  in  churches  that  would  be  closed  without 
their  ministry.  The  British  local  preachers  at 
Lake  Junaluska  included  a  college  president,  a 
professor  of  agriculture,  Oxford’s  leading  math- 


below  us  the  man-made  dam  stood  as  a  sentinel 
to  hold  the  vast  reservoir  of  water  that  not  only 
affords  recreations  to  thousands,  but  holds  flood 
waters  and  harnesses  them  for  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind,  to  say  nothing  of  offering  each  day  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  wondrous  proof  of  God’s  ability, to  use 
barren  hills  and  clear  water  to  create  a  scene 
for  His  children  to  enjoy.  Certainly  here  is  proof 
that  when  man  puts  his  hand  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  God’s  resources,  we  can  all  see  the 
wonderful  results. 

To  the  fishermen  who  read  ihis,  I  also  caught 
a  3%  -pound  bass  that  early  morning. 


ematician  and  psychicist,  Hull’s  professor  of 
.  philosophy,  a  member  of  Parliament,  a  woman 
college  principal,  a  retired  government  official, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  several  lawyers,  -a 
lecturer  at  Manchester,  a  teacher  of  social 
.  sciences.  Here  are  some  of  Britain’s  busiest  pro¬ 
fessional  people — each  an  active  voluntary  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  Christian  faith. 

As  we  look  at  Methodism  in  Great  Britain, 
we  see  the  whole  country  (except  in  larger  urban 
centers)  divided  into  “circuits.”  The  head  of  a 
circuit  is  the  superintendent-minister  (an  or¬ 
dained  man),  and  there  may  be  from  six  to 
twenty  or  more  churches  in  the  circuit.  The 
superintendent  may  have  several  ordained  min¬ 
isters  and  a  much  larger  number  of  lay  preach¬ 
ers  assisting  him.  All  the  ministers  preach  on 
Sunday;  the  ordained  men  only  carry  on  the 
“parish  work”  during  the  week.  A  schedule  of 
preaching  assignments  is  worked  out  so  that  all 
men  on  the  circuit  itinerate  among  all  the 
churches — the  lay  preachers  preaching  about 
every  other  Sunday,  dependent  upon  the  num¬ 
bers  and  need  of  the  circuit  or  even  of  adjoining 
circuits.  There  are  preaching  services  in  practi¬ 
cally  every  church  on  every  Sunday — thanks  to 
the  lay  preachers. 

And  the  layman  is  well  trained  for  his  vol¬ 
untary  service.  He  is  chosen  by  vote  of  the  cir¬ 
cuit  quarterly  conference.  He  is  assigned  to  an 
experienced  lay  preacher  on  his  .circuit,  the  while 
he  takes  a  correspondence  course  for  two  years 
in  general  theological  and  biblical  subjects.  At 
the  end  of  the  period,  if  he  passes  both  written 
and  oral  examinations,  he  is  placed  on  trial  for 
a  year  before  being  commissioned  and  licensed. 
And  always  he  is  under  the  direction  of  the  cir¬ 
cuit  superintendent. 

Now  I  am  not  unaware  that  many  able  men 
in  America  (even  some  college  professors  I 
know)  give  themselves  as  voluntary  preachers 
and  pastors;  even  some  few  districts  are  organ¬ 
ized  with  itinerating  local  preachers,  and  there 
are  some  outstanding  “larger  parishes.”  But  the 
growing  number  of  vacant  pulpits  and  the  oc¬ 
casionally-served  churches  across  the  land  lead 
me  to  wonder  if  thg  British  circuit  system  ought 
not  to  be  given  trial  in  many  areas  of  America. 

Cannot  some  hundreds  of  Methodist  laymen, 
seeking  fields  for  expression  of  their  faith,  be 
trained  and  commissioned  and  sent  forth  to  serve 
the  silent  pulpits  of  our  church  and  nation?  May 
not  this  be  a  service  challenge  to  the  Boards  of 
Lay  Activities? 
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NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

One  Thousand  Attend  Institutes 

*  .  .  /  V  . 

The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
completed  a  series  of  Christian 
Education  Institutes  last  week,  Sep¬ 
tember  16-21,  having  had  in  each 
district  of  the  conference  a  district¬ 
wide  institute  on  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion.  The  Fayetteville  District  In¬ 
stitute  was  held  earlier  in  the  sum¬ 
mer.  A  total  attendance  of  more 
than  1000  persons  was  recorded  for 
these  institutes.  The  late  summer 
series  of  institutes  has  become  a^ 
regular  program  of  the  North  Ark¬ 
ansas  Conference. 

The  General  Board  of-  Education 
provided  two  of  our  resource  lead¬ 
ers,  rIv.  M.  Earl  Cunningham  and 
Miss  Mattie  Lula  Cooper.  Both  of 
these  persons  rendered  us  excellent 
service. 

The  other  resource  leaders  were 
our  own  conference  workers  with 
additional  leadership  from  nearby 
conferences.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates,  Mrs. 

J.  H.  Monday,  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Tom¬ 
linson  assisted  in  the  Children’s 
Division  groups.  The  District  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  age  groups  in  the 
various  districts  together  with  other 
leaders  from  the  various  districts 
gave  splendid  leadership. 

We  have  been  able  through  the 
years  to  build  up  a  staff  of  workers 
with  children,  youth,  and  adults  so 
that  excellent  leadership  can  be 
I  provided  for  much  of  the  program 
of  work  in  such  institutes. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  District 
Superintendents,  District  Staff 
members,  pastors,  and  other  age 
groujy  workers  who  gave  leadership, 
and  our  church  school  ^superintend¬ 
ents  who  assisted  in  securing  ex¬ 
cellent  attendance. 

I  The  reports  indicate  that  our  con- 
jference  will  be  in  excellent  condi- 
Ition  for  the  beginning  of  a  new 
I  church  school  year. 

I  One  hundred  sixty  charges,  and 
[many  more  churches,  were  reached 
[by  this  series  of  institutes. 

I  The  plan  is  to  conduct  small  in- 
Istitutes  in  an  effort  to  reach  the 
I  charges  not  reached  by  these  in- 
[stitutes. 

I  An  effort  is  being  made  this  year 
Ithfough  formal  and  informal  train- 
ling  programs  to  provide  some  train- 
ling  for  workers  of  every  charge  of 
I  the  conference. 

New  Certifications 

I  Each  week  cards  indicating  new 
I  certifications  are  coming  to  our  of¬ 
fice.  The  following  new  certifica¬ 
tions  have  recently  been  received: 

I  Rev.  Ben  F.  Jordan  of  Jonesboro 

■  has  been  certified  for  “The  Meaning 
|°f  Methodism”;  “Life  of  Jesus”,  first 

■  and  second  series. 

j  Rev.  Arvill  C.  Brannon  of  Tru- 
Iniann  has  been  certified  for  “How 
l^he  Bible  Came  to  Be”  and  “Paul’s 

■  Letters  to  Local  Churches”. 

I  Rev.  Pryor  R.  Cruce  of  Newport 

■  has  been  certified  for  “Lesson  Ma- 
i  ^rials  in  Christian  Education”  and 
I  rress°n  Materials  for  the  Small 

■  Uiurch”. 

Rev.  Worth  W.  Gibson  of  Gentry 
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has  beeh  certified  for  “Lesson  Ma¬ 
terials  in  Christian  Education”  and 
“Lesson  Materials  for  the  Small 
Church”. 

Rev.  Mitchell  Sanford  of  Blythe- 
ville  has  been  certified  for  “Lesson 
Materials  in  Christian  Education” 
and  “Lesson  Materials  for  the  Small 
Church”.  1 

The  following  have  been  certified 
for  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Church¬ 
es”:  Rev.  Ralph  Ruhlen,  Dr.  R.  E. 

L.  Bearden,  Dr.  James  W.  Work¬ 
man,  Sr.,  Rev.  Charles  W.  Lewis,  Dr. 
Paul  M.  Bumpers,  Rev.  Worth  W. 
Gibson,  and  Ira  A.  Brumley. 

Mr.  Leslie  Harrison  of  H  e  b  e  r 
Springs  hdte  been  certified  for  the 
first  and  second  series  of  courses 
on  “The  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship”.  / 

Many  other  certifications  oh  “Les¬ 
son  Materials”  and  on  “Life  and 
Letters  of  Paul”  will  be  clearing  at 
an  early  date. 

Plan  School  Now 

The  fall  months  for  many  church¬ 
es  provide  this  year  an  excellent 
time  for  training  schools  since  some 
of  the  districts  will  not  be  having 
a  large  amount  of  program  during 
October  and  November.  There  are 
certain  sections  of  our  conference 
where  it  is  unwise  to  attempt  your 
training  program  in  the  fall  months, 
but  such  churches  can  use  the  win¬ 
ter  months. 

Pastors  in  many  of  our  churches 
are  certified  to  teach  much  needed 
training  courses  in  their  own  local 
churches.  We  hope  that  such  local 
leadership  will  be  used  to  the  larg¬ 
est  possible  extent.  Other  churches 
are  near  capable  certified  instruct¬ 
ors. 

It  is  always  wise  for  the  local 
church  to  make  plans  through  the 
conference  office  as  that  will  pre-. 
vent  conflicts  and  secure  as  good  or 
better  leadership. 

Jonesboro  District  Plans  Schools 

The  Jonesboro  District  had  five 
set-up  meetings  this  past  week  to 
arrange  for  area  training  schools. 
The  following  schools  have  been 
scheduled: 

Wilson  School  for  south  Missis¬ 
sippi  County  to  be  held  as  a  First 
Series  School  with  three  courses 
being  offered,  January  7-9. 

Manila  School  for  Buffalo  Island 
area  of  Jonesboro  District  to  be 
held  as  a  First  Series  School  with 
four  courses  being  of^red,  January 
7-9. 

Blvtheville  School  for  north  Mis¬ 
sissippi  County  to  be  held  as  a 
Second  Series  School  with  four 
courses  to  be  offered,  January  20- 
24. 

Marked  Tree  School  for  Poinsett 
County  to  be  held  as  a  First  Series 
School  with  four  courses  to  be  of¬ 
fered,  February  11-13. 

Jonesboro  School  for  the  Jones¬ 
boro  Area  to  be  held  as  a  Second 
Series  School  with  five  courses  to 
be  offered,  March  17-21. 

There  have  already  been  a  num¬ 
ber  of  one  unit  schools  held  and 
others  being  planned  for  the  Jones¬ 
boro  District. 

The  schools  now  planned  will 
make  it  possible  for  each  church 
in  the  district  to  have  its  workers 
in  a  training  school. 


DR.  WEST  TO  TEACH  COURSE  IN 
NEW  ORLEANS  SCHOOL 


"The  Church 
Out-Of-Doors" 

The  Committee  on  Camping  of 
the  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
General  Board  of  Education,  is  co¬ 
operating  with  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  promoting 
a  special  issue  of  the  International 
Journal  of  Religious  Education. 

The  special  issue  is  entitled  “The 
Church  Out-of-Doors”  and  will  be 
dated  November  1956.  Its  purpose 
is  to  share  the  best  experience  of 
persons  who  have  made  a  special 
study  of  the  use  of  out-of-door  ac¬ 
tivities;  to  help  churches  make  the 
out-of-door  activities  an  integral 
part  of  the  church  program;  to  make 
clear  what  equipment  and  leader¬ 
ship  are  needed  to  insure  best  re¬ 
sults;  and  to  encourage  experimen¬ 
tation  in  this  field. 

Members  of  the  Local  Church 
Division  Camping  Committee  that 
have  contributed  to  “The  Church 
Out-of-Doors”  are:  Miss  Elizabeth 
Brown  (“So  You’re  Looking  for  a 
Camp”);  Miss  LaDonna  Bogardus 
(“Day  Camping”);  and  Rene  F.  Pino, 
who  has  prepared  the  bibliography 
for  the  special  edition. 

Among  other  articles  in  the  mag¬ 
azine  are:  “Trail  Camping,”  by  Ed 
Grill,  Church  of  the  Brethren;  “Trip 
Camping,”  by  Maurice  D.  Bone, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.;  “Fam¬ 
ily  Camping”  by  Ed  L.  Schlingman, 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church; 
and  a  devotional  article  by  Dr.  Low¬ 
ell  B.  Hazzard  of  the  faculty  of 
Westminster  Theological  Seminary. 

Rev.  Robert  S.  Clemmons,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Local  Church  Division 
Committee  on  Camping,  stated  that 
materials  of  this  high  degree  of  ex¬ 
cellence  on  out-of-door  projects  for 
local  churches,  are  not  available 
anywhere  else. 

Local  church  school  leaders  are 
urged  to  order  “The  Church  Out-of- 
Doors”  at  once  so  that  they  may 
make  the  best  plans  possible  for 
the  summer  of  1957.  Quantity  prices 
are:  20c  each  (for  100  or  more);  25c 
(20  to  99  copies);  30c  (6  to  19  copies); 
40c  (1  to  5  copies).  Order  from  In¬ 
ternational  Journal  of  Religious  Ed¬ 
ucation,  257  Fourth  Avenue,  New 
York  10,  New  York. 


BIBLES  FOR 
TWA  PLANES 

Bibles  are  now  being  placed  on 
all  of  the  new  Super-G  Constella¬ 
tion  airplanes  of  Trans-World  Air¬ 
lines.  Captain  G.  C.  Duvall,  a  pilot 
for  TWA  on  the  Chicago-Los  An¬ 
geles  run,  recently  was  presented 
with  a  BiRle  to  place  on  the  Super- 
G  plane  he  would  be  flying.  It  was 
Captain  Duvall  who  suggested  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  that  in  addition  to  a 
full  supply  of  current  magazines  on 
each  plane  there  should  be  a  Bible. 
Since  then  TWA  has  carried  Bibles 


REV.  ARTHUR  WEST 


Dr.  Arthur  West,  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  Methodist  Information  in 
charge  of  the  Chicago  office,  will 
teach  a  class  in  Church  Public  Re¬ 
lations  in  the  New  Orleans  city- 
wide  Annual  Training  School  to  be 
held  October  8-12,  according  to 
Mrs.  Arlene  Hawkins,  director  of 
Public  Relations  of  the  New  Orleans 
District.  The  school  will  be  held 
at  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church. 

An  invitation  is  being  extended 
to  churches  in  nearby  communities 
to  visit  the  class  to  increase  interest 
in  the  Public  Relations  program  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR  ALCOHOL 
EDUCATION 

“The  support  of  the  alcohol  in¬ 
dustry,  as  a  customer  or  in  any 
other  fashion,  violates  some  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  two  seem  to  be  at 
least  irreconcilable.  Even  if  I  could 
drink  with  perfect  control  and  with¬ 
out  harm  to  myself,  I  would  still 
be  guilty  of  contributing  to  the  de¬ 
gradation  of  human  personality,  the 
breakdown  of  family  life,  crime, 
and  delinquency.  I  would  be  guilty 
of  supporting  those  influences  which 
Jesus  condemned. 

“America’s  only  hope  for  the 
whole  truth  about  drinking  and  the 
liquor  traffic  lies  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  today — its  teachers  and 
preachers,  its  classrooms  and  pul¬ 
pits,  and  those  who  occupy  its  pews. 
Nobody  will  tell  them  if  we  don’t.” 
— From  “Somebody  Must  Tell  Them 
the  Whole  Truth,”  by  Robert  E. 
Goodrich,  Jr.,  in  the  October  1956 
Church  School. 


furnished  by  the  American  Bible 
Society,  on  all  TWA  flights  in  the 
United  States.  Captain  Duvall  dis¬ 
cussed  his  plan  with  the  late  Ralph 
S.  Damon,  president  of  TWA,  who 
thought  the  idea  was  a  good  one. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


REV.  G^tADY  GATLIN,  retired  Navy  Chaplain, 
was  guest  preacher  at  the  Lake  Arthur 
Methodist  Church,  Sunday  evening,  September 
23,  where  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is  pastor. 

EV.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  L.  STOVALL,  Baton 
Rouge,  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  James 
Lamar  II,  September  14.  Rev.  Mr.  Stovall  is  the 
pastor  of  the  North  Baton  Rouge  Methodist 
Church. 

REV.  IRA  W.  FLOWERS,  pastor  of  the  Mangum 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
will  give  the  morning  devotional  over  KSLA 
Channel  12  each  morning  at  6:45,  beginning  Mon¬ 
day,  October  1  and  closing  Friday,  October  5. 

DEV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  guest  speaker  at 
the  Workers’  Conference  supper  meeting  at  the 
Tullalah  Methodist  Church,  October  8.  Rev. 
William  F.  Mayo  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  E.  V.  APPLING  was  guest  speaker  and 
showed  pictures  on  Japan  made  on  his  recent 
tour,  at  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Haynes- 
ville  Methodist  Church,  September  27,  where 
Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett  is  pastor. 


in  revival  services  held  at  the  Longstreet  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  September  2-9.  T:'  N.  McKenzie, 
of  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church  was  song- 
leader.  Prayer  services  were  held  daily  at  7:30 
p.m.  and  the  regular  revival  services  began  at 
8:00  p.m.  Rev.  Harold  McClung.  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

TWO  MINISTERS  are  being  ^dded  to  the  staff 
as  secretaries  in  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  of  The  Methodist  Church,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  Charles  L.  Calkins,,  general  sec¬ 
retary.  The  Rev.  Edge  W.  Gamble  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  and  Rev.  Ernest  F.  Tripp  of  Glovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  will  begin  their  new  duties  in  the 
board’s  national  office  at  740  Rush  Street, 
Chicago,  November  1. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Franklin,  initiated  its  fall 
program  with  a  supper  meeting  at  the  chiirch, 
Wednesday,  September  26.  Featured  speakers 
on  the  program  were  Mike  Simmons,  coach  of 
the  Franklin  High  School  football  team,  and 
Jack  Baker,  assistant  coach.  Paul  Thurston  is 
president  of  the  Club  and  Rev.  Albert  S.  Hurley 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 


ligious  Education,  and  plans  to  receive  the  M  R  w 
degree,  which  requires  two  years.  ,K' 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  was  at  First  Meth. 

odist  Church,  Minden,  Saturday  night,  Sen' 
tember  29,  for  the  dedication  of  a  new  parson 
age.  He  dedicated  the  new  Tech  Student  Cente' 
at  Ruston,  Sunday  morning,  September  30,  and 
held  a  dedicatory  service  at  the  educational 
building  at  Jonesboro  Methodist  Church  Sundav 
afternoon.  He  will  be  the  platform  speaker  at 
the  Florida  Pastor’s  School  to  be  held  at  the 
Methodist  Camp  at  Leesburg,  Florida,  October 
8-12,  and  will  also  be  the  principal  speaker  and 
will  deliver  the  opening  address  at  the  Annual 
Methodist^  Laymen’s  meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
camp  at  Leesburg,  October  12-14. 

AN  EDUCATOR’S  appraisal  of  present-day 
Korea  and  Japan  was  given  by  Dr.  Joe  j 
Mickle,  president  of  Centenary  College,  Shreve¬ 
port,  at  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
which  met  at  the'  church  for  a  dinner  meeting' 
September  24.  Dr.  Mickle  spent  twenty  years  as 
an  educator  in  Japan  before  World  War  II.  His 
most  recent  view  of  the  Far  East  was  a  46-day 
air  tour  of  military  installations  in  Korea  and 
Japan,  which  he  made  with  the  Centenary  Col- 
v  lege  Choir,  during  the  past  summer.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Foreign  Policy  Association  and 
has  spoken  on  Far  Eastern  matters  before  many 
educational  and  civic  organizations. 


REV.  PAUL  DURBIN,  pastor  of  the  Brownville 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  will  con¬ 
duct  a  series  of  revival  services  October  7-14  at 
the  Southside  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  where 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor.  Services  will  be  held 
at  9:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  daily. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Florida  Conference  Youth 
Assembly  in  Leesburg,  Florida*,  recently.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  McGuire  and  their  daughters  returned 
home  via  Key  West,  Miami,  and  the  west  coast 
of  Florida. 

REV.  ROY  GRANT,  pastor  of  the  Ringgold 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in 
revival  services  held  at  the  Glenmora  Methodist 
Church,  September  24-30.  Rev.  Raymond  Cro- 
foot,  pastor  of  the  Kinder  Methodist  Church, 
was  the  song  leader.  Rev.  D.  R.  Deen  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

DR.  CARL  STEWART,  missionary  to  Cuba,  will 
address  the  adult  classes  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  in  a  general  assem¬ 
bly  during  the  church  school  hour,  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  October  21.  He  will  speak  to  the  Youth 
Division  of  the  Church  at  the  fellowship  hour. 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

FAMILY  NIGHT  was  observed  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Wednesday 
evening,  September  12.  The  program  was  plan¬ 
ned  and  led  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton.  The  de¬ 
votional  was  given  by  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District.  Dr.  Carl 
F.  Lueg  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SAMUEL  L.  GAMADIA,  lay  leader  of  the  Tanch 
Mahaod  District  of  the  Gujarat  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  Bombay,  India,  was  guest  speaker  at  a 
monthly  meeting  of  the  young  people  of  the 
Arcadia  Methodist  Church,  Monday  night,  Sep¬ 
tember  17.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  K.  K.  Carithers  of 
Bienville  were  in  charge  of  the  recreational  pro¬ 
gram.  Rev.  R.  L.  Peyton  is  pastor  at  Arcadia. 

REV.  WALTER  WILLIS,  superintendent  of  the 
El  Paso,  Texas  District,  was  guest .  preacher 
in  revival  services  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier  City,  September  16-21.  Fel¬ 
lowship  time,  men’s  breakfasts,  and  ^  cottage 
prayer  meetings  were  held  in  connection  with 
the  revival.  Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown  is  pastor  of 
the  church.  y 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Sunday,  September  23.  Rev. 
Clarence  Snelling,  director  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  Tulane  University,  was  speaker  at  the 
evening  service.  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

REV.  ROBERT  DEBUSK,  pastor  of  the  Oil 
City  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher 


DR.  ALTON  OCHSNER  was  the  speaker  for  the 
September  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans.  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are:  Pres¬ 
ident,  Robert  E.  Wall;  Vice-president,  Walter  W. 
May;  Secretary,  George  E.  Armstrong;  Treasurer, 
Sidney  O.  Grubbs.  A.  C.  Webb,  Jr.,  is  the  re¬ 
tiring  president.  Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church, 
r 

AT  THE  University  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles  on  Monday,  September  3,  at  six 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  Miss  Elsa  Ann  Emmerich 
became  the  bride  of  Lawrence  Albert  Jamison. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earl 
Burton  Emmerich  of  Lake  Charles,  and  he  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Lee  Jamison  of 
Shreveport.  The  bride’s  father  officiated  with 
Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  of  New  Orleans. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  preached  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder, 
Sunday,  September  23.  He  gave  an  account  of 
his  recent  trip  to  Palestine.  The  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Rev.  James  Whitaker,  preached  at  the 
morning  service  Of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
DeRidder,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Alvin  P.  Smith,  now  on  a  tour  to  South  Amer¬ 
ica. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  H.  CARL  BRUNSON,  Mission 
Workers  of  The  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  were  guests  in  the  home  of  Rev. 
Rex  Squyres,  pastor  of  the  West  Lake  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  the  week-end  of  September  23. 
They  were  in  charge  of  the  evening  service  of 
the  West  Lake  Methodist  "Iphurch,  Lake  Charles, 
Sunday,  September  23.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunson 
have  been  assigned  to  the  Dulac  Indian  Mission 
in  Dulac.. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  teachers  who  are  members 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  Amite,  ^ere  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  congregation  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service,  September  9,  in  a  special  service 
recognizing  the  vital  contribution  which  they 
make  to  the  children  and  youth  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  official  board  of  the  church  has 
recently  voted  to  place  the  new  Methodist  mag¬ 
azine  “Together”  in  the  homes  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  the  pastor. 

MISS  PAT  RICKEY;  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Henry  A.  Rickey,  of  Conway,  has  been 
awarded  a  Field  Work  Scholarship,  in  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University,  Dallas.  She  was  assigned  to  the 
staff  of  Highland  Park  Church,  on  the  S.M.U. 
campus  of  which  Dr.  Marshall  Steel  is  pastor. 
Pat  spent  two  years  in  Centenary  College,  a 
summer  in  the  University  of  Colorado,  and  the 
remainder  of  her  college  work  was  done  at 
Hendrix  College,  Conway,  where  she  received 
an  A.B.  degree  in  August.  She  is  studying  Re- 


REV.  GEORGE  W.  ROSS,  pastor  of  the  Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  con¬ 
ducted  the  weekly  noonday  meditation  services 
in  the  Beck  Building  Memorial  Chapel,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  September  11-12.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Ross  is  one  of  a  group  of  ministers  of  represent¬ 
ative  religious  groups  who  are  leading  these 
services  which  are  open  to  worshippers  of  all 
faiths.  Beginning  at  12:05  p.m.  and  lasting  until 
12:35  p.m.,  the  services  are  provided  for  people 
who  are  working  or  shopping  in  the  downtown 
area.  The  Memorial  Chapel  is  located  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  Beck  Building  in  Shreveport, 
and  is  open  from  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  daily  for 
meditation  and  prayer. 

ISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  preached  at  the 
morning  worship  hour  of  the  Louisiana 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  to  con¬ 
clude  a  week-long  observance  of  the  150th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  founding  of  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Opelousas.  During  the  week  tribute 
was  paid  to  those  men  who  have  served  as  super¬ 
intendents  of  the  districts  of  which  the  Opelousas 
Church  has  been  a  part.  Tribute  was  also  paid 
to  past  pastors.  Those  participating  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  were:  Rev.  S.  L.  Riggs,  Shreveport;  Dr.  R. 
H.  Harper,  Lafayette;  Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie,  New 
’  Orleans;  Rev.  Dan  Anders,  West  Monroe;  and 
Rev.  A.  A.  Collins,  Baton  Rouge.  A  reception 
honoring  these  former  pastors  and  their  wives 
followed  the  Friday  night  service.  Rev.  R.  E. 
Walton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  ANNUAL  INSTITUTE  on  Adult  Work 
for  Methodist  Churches  was  held  at  the  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  September  10-11 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Claude  Cochran, 
director  for  the  Shreveport  District.  The  entire 
phase  of  Christian  education  for  adults,  includ¬ 
ing  Bible  Study,  Family  Life,  the  Prayer  Life 
Movement,  World  Service,  Social  Action,,  Mem¬ 
bership  Cultivation  and  recreation  was  included 
in  the  study.  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  headed  the  program  and  Dr.  John  J 
Rasmussen,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
gave  the  opening  address.  Rev.  Beverly  Bond, 
pastor  of  North  Highlands  Methodist  Church,  led 
the  study  of  ways  of  teaching  for  all  teachers  in 
the  Adult  Division  of  the  church,  and  other  re¬ 
source  leaders  were  Mrs.  A.  J.  Fowler,  Mrs. 
Frances  Lunsford,  Mrs.  Dortha  Carter,  Miss  Ten- 
nie  V.  Severtson,  Miss  Vivian  Singleton  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Thompson. 


WANTED:  BACK  ISSl/ES  OF 
LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  JOURNALS 

Drew  University  Library  has  requested  back 
issues  of  the  Louisiana  Journal,  as  follows:  M.  E. 
Church  South:  1847-1900,  02,  04,  05,  08-12,  H 
16-20,  24;  M.  P.  Church:  all  the  back  issues  ex¬ 
cept  for  1938-39.  Please  send  any  of  these  to— 
Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  Conference  Secretary,  P- 
O.  Box  505,  Haynesville,  Louisiana. 
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METHODIST  HEADQUARTERS  BUILDING 
COMPLETED  AND  OCCUPIED 


Program  Of 
Christian  Studies 
For  Adults 

A  special  program  of  Christian 
studies  for  adults  will  be  held  dur¬ 
ing  October  at  the  North  High¬ 
lands  Methodist  Church^  Shreve¬ 
port.  Two  study  groups  beginning 
October  7th  and  continuing  con¬ 
currently  through  the  month  are  to 
meet  each  Sunday  at  9:30  a.m. 

Professor  Bryant  Davidson  of 
Centenary  College  will  lead  one 
class  in  a  discussion  of  “Moral  Liv¬ 
ing  In  Today’s  World.”  A  series  of 
speakers  will  lead  the  second  group 
on  the  subject,  “What  Can  Be  Done 
In  Our  Homes  to  Combat  Juvenile 
Delinquency.”  Dr.  Worth  S.  Wilk¬ 
inson,  local  psychiatrist,  will  begin 
this  series  and  will  be'  followed  by 
staff  members  David  Kruger  and 
Dorothy  Dixon  of  Cdddo  Parish 
Juvenile  Court.  Mrs.  Claude 
Cochrane,  family  and  prayer  life 
leader  from  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  will  close  the  series  on 
October  28. 

Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  is  the  past¬ 
or  of  the  North  Highlands  Church. 


DEACONESS  COMMISSION 
REORGANIZES,  SETS 
POLICIES 

The  Methodist  Commission  on 
Deaconess  Work  elected  new  offi¬ 
cers  and  set  up  a  program  of  in¬ 
ternational -.exchange  of  deaconesses 
at  its  reorganization  meeting  for  the 
1956-60  quadrennium  September  11 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. 

Bishop  H.  Clifford  Northcott, 
Madison,  Wis.,  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  33-member  Commission,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Bishop  Glen  R.  Phillips, 
Denver,  Colo.  Mrs.  E.  U.  Robinson, 
Gallatin,  Tenn.,  was  re-elected  vice- 
chairman  and  Miss  Neva  McNabb, 
Hollywood,  Cal.,  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary.  All  officers  will  serve  four 
years. 

For  the  first  time,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  authorized  an  official  exchange 
of  deaconesses  between  the  United 
States  and  countries  overseas.  Un¬ 
der  the  plan,  a  deaconess  from  this 
country  will  go  to  a  country  over¬ 
seas  for  one  year,  nine  months  will 
be  spent  in  working  and  three 
months  in  travel  and  study.  A  dea¬ 
coness  from  that  country  will  come 
to  the  United  States  for  the  same 
length  of  time. 

Miss  Mary  Lou  Barnwell,  New 
York,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Commission,  said  the  first  exchange 
probably  would  begin  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1957,  and  would  probably  be 
with  a  European  country. 

The  Commission  incr'eased  the 
minimum  salary  for  deaconesses 
from  $100  a  month  plus  maintenance 
(room,  board,  laundry  and  utilities) 
to  $125  plus  maintenance.  In  so  do¬ 
ing,  it  pointed  out  that  while  $125 
was  a  minimum,  all  agencies  em¬ 
ploying  deaconesses  are  encouraged 
to  give  pay  commensurate  with  that 
received  by  persons  doing  similar 
work  for  other  employers. 

The  Commission,  though  organ¬ 
ized  under  the  general  supervision 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  -Service  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  has  representatives  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  various  jur¬ 
isdictional  deaconesses’  associations 
and  several  general  boards  of  the 
church. 


Bishop  Holt 
Receives  Upper 
Room  Award 

The  annual  citation  for  outstand¬ 
ing  leadership  in  the  field  of  world 
Christian  fellowship  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  at 
a  banquet  in  his  honor  in  Cleveland 
on  Friday,  October  5.  Presentation 
of  the  citation  will  be  made  by  Dr. 
J.  Manning  Potts,  editor  of  THE 
UPPER  ROOM,  daily  devotional 
guide,  which  annually  makes  the 
award. 

Bishop  Holt,  who  retired  recently 
as  president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  has  served  in  the  forefront 
of  movements  that  seek  to  bring 
churches  and  church  groups  to  a 
closer  understanding  of  each  other. 
As  a  pastor,  a  university  teacher, 
and  as  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist 
church,  he  has  worked  to  further 
the  ideal  of  World  Christian  Fel¬ 
lowship.  He  served  as  president  of 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  as 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  as  a  trustee 
^'of  the  World  Peace  Union,  and  as 
a  member  of  numerous  other  ecum¬ 
enical  bodies  and  committees. 

Previous  winners  of  the  award  in¬ 
clude:  John  R.  Mott,  Frank  C.  Lau- 
bach,  Ralph  S.  Cushman,  Jesse  M. 
Bader,  John  A.  Mackay,  and  Marga¬ 
ret  Applegarth. 

Presiding  at  the  presentation  ban¬ 
quet  will  be  Dr.  Jesse  Bader,  who 
is  generally  called  the  father  and 
chief  proponent  of  World-wide  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday.  He  is  chairman  of 
the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil  as  well  as  president  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  of  the  Alliance  of  Re¬ 
formed  Churches. 

Dr.  Oscar  T.  Olson,  long  time 
friend  and  co-worker  of  Bishop  Holt 
and  pastor  of  the  Epworth-Euclid 
Methodist  Church,  Cleveland,  is 
chairman  of  the  arrangements  com¬ 
mittee. 

In  presenting  the  award  for  THE 
UPPER  ROOM  which  is  an  inter¬ 
denominational  and  international 
daily  devotional  guide  with  editions 


The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Denham  Springs  broke  ground  for 
the  new  educational  building  on 
Sunday  morning,  September  20,  as 
a  part  of  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  The  congregation  went  to  the 
building  site  where  a  ritual  service 
was  led  by  Rev.  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann,  pastor  of  the  church.  Tak¬ 
ing  part  in  turning  spades  of  dirt 
were  representatives  leaders  of  the 
church  school. 

This  marked  the  culmination  of 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  church 
reaching  'back  for  several  months. 
A  preliminary  committee  of  the 
Commission  on  Education  began  a 
study  of  needs  early  in  1955.  A 
Planning  Committee  continued  the 
study.  This  in  turn  gave  way  to  a 
Building  and  Finance  Committee 
which  was  charged  with  leading 
the  congregation  in  direction  of 
building.  During  the  time  several 
congregational  meetings  were  held 
and  unanimous  action  taken  for 
construction. 

Early  in  April,  a  Building  Fund 
solicitation  campaign  was  under¬ 
taken,  and  the  congregation  pledg¬ 
ed  $60,000  to  be  paid  over  a  period 
of  three  years.  Since  the  first  of 
May,  the  Building  Fund  has  in¬ 
creased  to  $5,826.91,  according  to 
report,  and  contributions  are  be- 


in  28  languages  around  the  world, 
Dr.  Potts  will  cite  Bishop  Holt  as 
“Dedicated  servant  to  the  principles 
of  world  Christian  brotherhood  and 
fellowship — a  devoted  follower  of 
Christ — preacher,  theologian,  histor¬ 
ian,  world  church  leader — a  world 
figure  who  has  given  a  life  time 
of  service  to  the  ecumenical,  world 
brotherhood  and  peace  movements.” 


LITERATURE  COMMISSION 
FACES  COURT  TEST 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  The  Geor¬ 
gia  Literature  Commission,  con¬ 
troversial  censorship  body  headed 
by  a  leading  Baptist  minister,  may 
face  a  court  test  of  its  powers  as 
the  result  of  a  new  ruling  by  Geor¬ 
gia  Atty.  Gen.  Eugene  Cook. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  an  official  opinion, 
said  the  commission  can  find  only 
a  specific  issue  of  a  publication  to 
be  obscene. 

The  attorney  general  said  “this 
prohibition  could  not  apply  to  any 
future  issue  of  the  magazine  for 
the  reason  that  there  would  be  no 
basis  for  determining  the  possible 
content  of  any  such  future  issue.” 

He  also  said  that  statute  creat¬ 
ing  the  Literature  Commission  does 
not  provide  that  a  distributor  re¬ 
move  from  the  stands  within  30 
days  literature  which  has  been 
found  obscene. 

“On  the  contrary,”  he  said,  “the 
statute  requires  the  commission  to 
recommend  prosecution  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  30-day  period,  if  the 
commission  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  literature  is  obscene.” 

The  opinion  jarred  commission 
members  who  have  frequently  cit¬ 
ed  publications  as  obscene  without 
recommending  the  prosecution  of 
offending  dealers.  Commissioner 
Hubert  Dyap  of  Royston  also  said 
the  commission  previously  had  as¬ 
sumed  that  after  one  issue  of  a 
publication  had  been  banned  all 
subsequent  issues  were  considered 
forbidden. 


ing  received  regularly  each  Sun¬ 
day. 

The  new  building  will  be  located 
on  /the  lot  across  the  back  of  the 
location  of  the  present  sanctuary. 
It  will  be  constructed  of  brick, 
block  and  steel,  tying  into  the  pre¬ 
sent  building.  It  will  be  of  story 
and  a  half  construction  with  the 
half  story  to  be  added  in  the  rear 
of  the  new  building.  Floor  space 
.will  be  approximately  10,000 
square  feet,  sufficient  to  care  for 
an  attendance  of  350  in  church 
school.  The  building  has  been  plan¬ 
ned  to  accommodate  departments 
on  the  closely  graded'  basis. 
Twenty-one  classrooms  have  been 
planned,  ranging  from  Nursery  age 
to  adult  classes  on  a  limited  basis. 
In  addition,  there  will  be  adquate 
rest  room  facilities,  kitchen,  utility 
fellowship  hall,  and  space  for  a 
pastor’s  study. 

Members  of  the  Building  and 
Finance  Committee  include:  V.  L. 
Holland,  chairman;  Robin  Hood, 
vice-chairman;  Miss  Mildred  Left- 
wich,  treasurer;  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann,  secretary;  Billy  Barnett,  J. 
O.  Burnette,  L.  N.  Benton,  Jr.,  Wat¬ 
son  Bankston,  E.  S.  Easterly,  Sr., 
Daniel  Cameron,  W.  A.  Hall,  Ogden 
Odom  Hall,  Joe  S.  Jackson,  H.  Paul 
Odom,  Dr.  T.  Waldo  Morgan,  Leon- 


The  $100,000.00  building  program 
of  the  Little  Hock  Conference  and 
the  Arkansas  Methodist,  an  office 
building  for  Little  Rock  Conference 
Agencies,  the  Arkansas  Methodist, 
The  Louisiana  Methodist  and 
Methodist  Information,  was  com¬ 
pleted  last  week,  and  most  of  the 
groups  to  occupy  the  building  have 
now  moved  in,  according  to  H.  F. 
Buhler,  chairman  of  the  Methodist 
Headquarters  Corporation  which 
has  the  responsibility  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  operating  the  building. 
The  date  for  the  formal  opening 
of  the  building  will  be  made  soon. 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  formal¬ 
ly  open  the  building  for  use. 

Located  at  the  corner  of  18th, 
and  Broadway,  Little  Rock,  the  one 
story  44x100  foot  brick,  masonary 
and  steel  building  has  been  erected 
on  a  plot  of  ground  140  feet  on 
Broadway  and  150  feet  Broadway, 
with  the  building  facing  Broadway. 
Ample  off  street  parking  facilities 
for  visitors  and  those  working  in 
the  building  have  been  provided. 

Bruce  Anderson,  Little  Rock,  has 
been  the  architect  for  the  program 
and  the  construction  was  by  the 
Kendrick  Construction  Company 
of  North  Little  Rock. 

Offices  now  in  the  building  in¬ 
clude  the  Little  Rock  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent,  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 
Board  of  Education,  the  executive 
secretary  of  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  Town  and  Country  Com¬ 
mission,  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
and  The  Louisiana  Methodist,  and 
Methodist  Information.  The  Little 
Rock  Treasurer’s  office  will  be 
moved  from  Texarkana  to  Little 
Rock  and  centered  in  the  building 
on  November  1. 

In  addition  to  regular  office 
space  the  building  has  a  Records 
Room  where  matters  of  historial 
interest  will  be  stored,  a  Confer¬ 
ence  Room  where  small  groups  up 
to  25  persons  in  number  can  have 
meetings,  and  a  service  and  snack 
room  with  kitchen  facilities.  The 
building  is  completely  air-condi¬ 
tioned  for  summer  and  winter. 

Other  members  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  than  Mr.  Buhler  include  Dr. 
Roy  E.  Fawcett,  Little  Rock,  John 
Bale,  Little  Rock,  Judge  J.  G. 
Moore,  Morrilton,  Rev.  J.  Williams 
Watson,  Jonesboro,  and  Burney 
Wilson,  El  Dorado,  Rev.  Ewing  T. 
Wanland  is  the  Corporation’s  Re¬ 
sident  Agent.  The  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  owns  two-thirds  of  the 
Corporations,  and  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  Corporation  one-third^ 

BISHOP  OXNAM  HEADS 
COUNCIL  ON  WORLD 
SERVICE 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Appropriate  committees  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  plan  and  supervise  these 
several  services  of  the  Council. 

Dr.  Lugg  made  assignments  to 
each  Council  member  for  official 
visitation  of  one  or  another  of  the 
boards  and  commissions  at  the  time 
of  their  annual  meetings. 


ard  Thomas,  and  Dr.  O.  P.  Wald- 
rep.  The  committee  advertised  for 
bids  and  accepted  the  low  bid  of 
John  M.  Coxe,  general  contractor, 
in  the  amount  of  $69,750.00 
It  is  expected  that  work  will 
begin  within  14  to  21  days,  follow¬ 
ing  the  ground-breaking. 


Denham  Springs  Holds  Ground-Breaking 
Ceremonies 


OCTOBER  4,  1956 


Page  Nine 


* 7-fe  CHILDREN 

ANNIE  WINBURNE.  Editor 


THE  EIGHTH  COMMANDMENT 


THERE’S  A  RULE 


By  Ida  Larson 


RONALD  sat  under  the  oak 
tree  behind  the  garage,  just 
thinking.  How  wonderful  it 
must  feel  to  be  grown  up, 
like  Ted!  Then  you  could  have  a 
jackknife  of  your  very  own.  And 
perhaps  you  could  carve  things  and 
make  whistles.  Ted  could. 

“You’re  too  little  to  have  a  knife, 
Ronnie,”  Mother  had  told  him. 
“Knives  are  dangerous,  you  know.” 

And  as  for  Ted — “I  want  you  to 
stay  away  from  him,  son,”  said 
mother. 

“Why?” 

“Because  he  never  stays  at  home. 
He  is  always  roaming  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  quarreling  with  the  boys.  And 
he  does  not  go  to  Sunday  school,  as 
all  good  boys  should.  Besides,  Ron¬ 
nie,  Ted  is  several  years  older  than 
you.  Play  with  boys  your  own  age.” 

You  see,  Ronnie  had  plenty  to 
think  about  as  he  sat  under  the  tree. 

“I  do  think  it’s  silly  that  I  can’t 
have  a  knife,”  he  told  Blackey. 

“You  know  how  I  feel,  don’t  you, 
Blackey?  There  comes  Ted  now. 
Maybe  he’ll  play  with  us  a  while.” 

Ted  cut  across  the  back  lawn  and 
dropped  down  on  the  grass  beside 
Ronnie. 

“What’s  on  for  today?"  he  asked. 
“We  might  walk  up  town  and  see 
what’s  going  on,”  suggested  Ronnie, 
trying  to(  sound  as  grown  up  as  he 
could. 

“Good!” 

It  was  fun  to  look  at  all  the  won¬ 
derful  things  in  the  store  windows. 
There  were  bicycles,  toy  automo¬ 
biles,  boats,  airplanes,  games. 

At  last  they  went  into  one  of  the 
Stores  and  looked  around.  Among 
a  pile  of  jackknives  Ronnie  spied 
one  with  a  shiny  red  handle. 

“I’d  like  to  have  that  one,”  he 
whispered.  “But  I  haven’t  any 
money.” 

“You  don’t  need  any,”  replied 
Ted.  “Just  take  it  when  no  one  is 
looking.  That’s  how  I  got  mine.” 

“Oh,  1  couldn’t  do  that,  Ted.  In 
Sunday  school  I  learned  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  one  of  them  is 
‘Thou  shalt  not  steal.  Mother  would 
feel  very  sorry  if  I  took  something 
that  didn’t  belong  to  me.” 

“Forged  what  you  learned  in  Sun¬ 
day  school.  And  ,your  mother  will 
never  know  anything  about  it.” 

“Wel-1,  all  right,”  said  Ronnie 
slowly,  looking  all  around  him. 
Then  he  slipped  the  knife  into  his 
pocket. 

The  boys  strolled  out  of  the  store, 
then  Ronnie  hurried  home  with  a 
terribly  guilty  feeling.  He  did  not 
even  say  good-by  as  Ted  left  him 
at  the  back  gate. 

A  day  or  two  later  Ronnie  sat 
under  the  oak  tree  again.  This  time 
he  was  trying  to  make  a  whistle 
with  the  new  jackknife.  Suddenly 
the  knife  slipped,  and  blood  poured 
out  of  a  deep  gash  in  his  thumb. 

“Oo-ooh!”  screamed  Ronnie,  run¬ 
ning  to  his  mother. 

“Why,  how  did  this  happen,  son?”  ■ 


Then,  amid  many  sobs,  the  whole 
story  came  out. 

“I’m  s-s-sorry,  Mother.  It’s  the 
f-first  time  I  ever  stole  anything. 
Truly,  it  is.  And  I’ll  never  do  it 
again!” 

Mother  said  very  little.  Very  gen¬ 
tly  she  took  care  of  the  injured 
thumb.  Then  she  put  the  knife 
away. 

That  very  afternoon  mother  took 
Ronnie  to  town.  And  they  went 
straight  to  the  store  where  the  jack¬ 
knife  belonged. 

Mother  took  the  knife  out  of  her 
purse  and  handed  it  to  Ronnie. 

(“HI  call  the  manager,”  she  said. 
“Give  it  to  him  and  tell  him  how 
sorry  you  are  that  you  took  it.” 

It  was  the  hardest  thing  Ronnie 
ever  had  done.  But  as  soon  as  he 
began,  “I  stole  this  from  the  counter 
— ”  the  heavy  feeling  inside  of  him 
melted  away.  Indeed,  his  heart  felt 
as  light  as  a  feather. 

“I’m  glad  you’ve  told  me  about  it, 
son,”  said  the  manager  kindly,  pat¬ 
ting  Ronnie’s  head.  “If  I’m  not  mis¬ 
taken,  it  will  help  you  to  grow  up 
to  be  a  good  man.” 

Mother  did  not  talk  about  it  any 
more  at  all.  Neither  did  Ronnie. 
But  for  quite  a  while  a  very  sore 
thumb  kept  him  from  forgetting. 

Even  after  the  thumb  was  well, 
he  remembered  the  hard  lesson  he 
had  learned.  Indeed,  he  remembers 
it  to  this  day. — North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate. 


By  Elizabeth  B.  Jones 

“I  think,”  said  Betty,  “that  I  shall 
give  an  invitation  to  everyone  in  my 
room  except  Jeanette.” 

“Oh,”  said  mother,  “I  wouldn’t 
leqve  Jeanette  out— that  would  be 
unkind.” 

“But,  Mother,”  said  Betty,  “Jean¬ 
ette  is  so  awful!  No  one  likes  her, 
and  no  one  wants  her  at  a  party.” 

“Poor  child,”  Mother  said  sadly. 

“But,  Mother,”  said  Betty  again, 
“it  is  her  own  fault.  Why  do  you 
feel  sorry  for  her?” 

“I  was  thinking,”  said  Mother, 
“that  it  is  too  bad  that  Jeanette  h^ 
not  learned  to  make  friends.” 

“She  is  so  selfish  and  unkind," 
said  Betty,  “that  no  one  wants  to 
play  with  her.” 

“Just  the  same,”  said  Mother,  “I 
want  you  to  invite  her.  How  would 
you  like  to  be  .left  out?  Perhaps 
you  can  help  her.  You  know,  you 
have  learned  in  Sunday  school  that 
we  have  a  rule  to  follow  if  we  want 
to  be  happy,  and  to  make  others 
happy.  It  is  the  Golden  Rule.” 

“Oh,  yes,”  said  Betty,  “I  know 
the  Golden  Rule,  but  I  didn’t  know 
that  it  meant  anyone — like  her. 

“it  meant  everyone,”  said  Mother, 
“especially  people  like  Jeanette.  It 
is  easy  to  be  kind  to  those  we  like, 
but  to  be  really  kind  is  to  be  kind 
to  those  we  do  not  like.  Wouldn’t 
you  like  to  help  Jeanette  be  a  more 
lovable  girl?” 

“Oh,  yes!”  said  Betty,  very  gladly. 
“I  never  thought  of  it  that  way.” 

“Well,  then,”  said  Mother,  “invite 
Jeanette  and  be  kind  to  her.” 

“Oh,  I  will!”  exclaimed  Betty;  “I 
couldn’t  be  happy  now  if  I  didn’t 
invite  Jeanette.” — Exchange. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Bewildered:  “I  don’t  know  what 
to  do.  I  love  a  very  beautiful  girl, 
but  she  doesn’t  love  me  and  a  very 
homely  girl  loves  me,  but  I  don’t 
love  her.  I  wsint  to  get  married, 
but  can’t  forget  the  beautiful  girl. 
What  Would  you  do  if  you  were  in 
my  shoes?” 

Solomon:  “I'd  get  ’em  shined.” 

*  *  * 

A  man  asked  for  a  seat  on  the 
next  flight  to  the  moon.  “Sorry, 
sir,”  the  courteous  attendant  said, 
“but  all  passenger  flights  have  been 
canceled  for  the  next  few  days.” 

“Oh,”  said  the  man.  “How  come?” 

“Well,”  answerecj.  the  attendant, 
“the  moon  is  full  right  now!” 

*  *  * 

A  very  boastful  explore?” was  bor¬ 
ing  his  dinner  guests  with  accounts 
of  a  South  American  trip  he  had 
made.  “And  just  as  I  looked  inside 
my  tent  when  I  returned,”  he 
boomed,  “I  saw  a  ferocious  ape. 
What  do  you  suppose  I  did?” 

A  weary  voice  replied:  “Took  the 
mirror  down?” — American  Mercury. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  the  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men’s  Church  Society  in  one  Wis¬ 
consin  town  some  years  ago  were 
disturbed  because  a  widowed  church 
member  and  her  three  small  daugh¬ 
ters  were  staying  away  from  serv¬ 
ices.  Finding  the  reason  to  be  a 
lack  of  suitable  clothes,  the  ladies’ 
group  corrected  the  situation  in  a 
generous  manner.  When  the  little 
girls  still  failed  to  appear  at  Sunday 
School,  some  of  the  ladies  called  to 
inquire  about  their  absence.  The 
mother  thanked  them  sweetly  for 
the  clothing  and  explained:  “The 
girls  looked  so  nice,  I  sent  them  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church!” — White- 
water  (Wis.)  Register. 

*  *  * 

“How  do  you  like  my  hat?”  asked 
the  wife  innocently,  as  she  preened 
herself  before  the  mirror. 

“It  looks  silly,”  said  her  tactless 
husband.  “Why  don’.t  you  take  it 
back?” 

“Oh,  I  can’t  take  it  back,”  said 
the  wife.  “You  see,  it’s  my  old  one. 
But  I  can  go  buy  another.” — Wall 
Street  Journal. 

•  *  * 

A  tourist  filling  up  his  tank  at  a 
Canadian  service  station  noticed  a 
puzzling  smirk  on  the  face  of  the 
attendant  and  asked  him  what  the 
big  joke  was. 

“You’re  the  last  person  to  be 
served  with  gas  at  the  old  price,” 
was  the  reply. 

The  motorist  glowed  with  that  old 
bargain-basement  feeling  until  the 
attendant  added,  “From  now  on,  it 
will  go  down  5  cents  a  gallon.” 


STORY-BOOK  FRIENDS 

Here  comes  a  parade  from  Story-book  land, 
A  lovable,  happy  and  carefree  band. 

They  are  friends  of  every  girl  and  boy, 

And  help  to  fill  their  lives  with  joy. 

You  will  find  these  friends  if  you  only  look 
Through  the  pages  of  your  favorite  book. 

— A.E.W. 


s 
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SEMINARS  REPORTED 
Monroe 

The  Educational  Seminar  of  tl>e 
Inman's  Society  of  Christian  Ser- 
|vjce,  Monroe  District,  was  held  on 
Thursday  September  20,  1956,  un¬ 
iter  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Aimee 
Cook,  District  Secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  and  Service. 

Theme  being  “O  Come  Let  Us 
\dore  Him” 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
rs.  James  T.  Harris  in  the  .  ab¬ 
sence  of  Mrs.  E.  N.  Jackson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  meeting  was  a  very  success¬ 
ful  one  with  -219  registered  and  41 
[societies  out  of  54  being  represent¬ 
ed. 

The  studies  for  the  year  1956- 
I57  were  presented  in  special  and 
group  classes,  those  were; 

1- The  Church  in  Southeast 

4sia. 

2 - Youth  in  a  Responsible  Socie- 

3  -  Paul’s  Letters  to  the  Local 
Churches. 

4  -  Mission  Fields  U.  S.  A. 


Mrs.  J.  F.  Tillman  Heads  Methodist  Women 


Fayetteville 

The  Fayetteville  District  held  two 
[similar  Seminars  in  September.  One 
in  September  5  at  Green  Forest, 
he  other  on  September  12  at  Wig- 
Ins  Memorial  at  Fayetteville.  The 
Judies  for  the  year  were  well  pre- 
:ented  at  each  meeting. 

Roll  Call  showed  there  were  52 
resent  at  Green  Forest  and  71  at 
ayetteville,  making  a  total  of  123. 
At  Green.  Forest  Mrs.  Johnson, 
ocal  president,  opened  the  meeting 
nd  welcomed  the  guests.  Mrs.  Pat 
.enry  of  Springdalp  played  the 
lano. 

At  Wiggins  Memorial,  Mrs.  Hook- 
:r,  local  president,  opened  the  meet- 
g  with  Mrs.  Ralph  Dowell  the 

irganist. 

Mrs.  Harold  Womack,  District 
iecretary  of  Missionary  Education 
resided  at  both  meetings,  telling 
f  the  study  materials  for  this  year, 
rs.  Anne  Meisenheimer  ga,ve  devo- 
ionals. 

The  study  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Lo- 
al  Churches”  was  given  in  a  play- 
et  “The  Greatest  of  These”  by  Mrs. 
risenheimer,  Mrs.  Pat  Henry  and 
rs.  O.  M  Kimbrough.  After  the 
'lay  was  presented  Mrs.  Womack 
ead  a  letter  that  the  women  at  the 
onference  School  of  Missions  had 
itten,  entitled,  “Paul  to  Churches 
956.” 

Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain  gave  the 
arpose  of  the  study  “Youth  in  a 
esponsible  Society — A  Christian’s 
esponsibility.”  A  skit  was  given 
V  Mrs.  Fountain,  Mrs.  Chambliss, 
rs.  Brown,  Mrs.  George  Trey,  Mrs. 
Mon  McCamey  and  Mrs.  Robert 
bore. 

.Mrs.  Fountain  followed  the  skit 
Mth  showing  of  posters  of  a  large 
"ee>  illustrating  recruiting  of  youth 
0  Christ. 

^s.  Jeff  Brown  gave  the  study 
in  “Mission  Field — USA”,  begin- 
llng  with  group  singing  of  “Amer- 
ca  the  Beautiful,”  followed  by  a 
,  ylet  “America — God  Mend  Thy 
,Very  Flaw.”  Mrs.  George  Ivey 
ortrayed  America  with  other  local 
embers  taking  part.  Mrs.  Brown 
ead  the  poem  “America”,  \yritten 
y  Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap. 

After  lunch  was  served  by  the 


Front  row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  T.  Otto  Nall ,  vice  president;  Mrs.  J. 
Fount  Tillman,  president;  Mrs.  J.  Ernest  Wilkins,  recording  secretary. 

Back' row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Cecil  P.  Hardin,  Department  of  Work 
in  Home  Fields;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Henry,  Department  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  John  M.  Pearson,  Department  of  work  in  Foreign  Fields. 


Mrs.  J.  Fount  Tillman  (Sadie 
Wilson  Tillman),  the  newly-elect¬ 
ed  president  of  the  Woman’s  Div¬ 
ision  of  Christian  Service — one  of 
the  largest  bodies  of  church  women 
in  the  world — owns  and  operates 
the  noted  Palmetto  Farm  in  Lewis- 
burg,  Tenn. 

A  graduate  of  Harris  Teachers 
College,  Nashville,  and  of  New 
York  University  (B.  S.,  M.  A.), 
Mrs.  Tillman  has  been  a  public 
school  teacher  and  was  for  three 
years  a  missionary  teacher  of  the 
former  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  China.  For  seven 
years,  she  was  associate  secretary 
of  missionary  education  for  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  of 
tljat  church.  In  1934  she  married 
Mr.  Tillman,,  a  farm  operator,  who 
died  in  1946. 

Mrs.  Tillman  is  a  member  of  the 
Department  of  Town  and  Country 
Work  of  the  Southern  Regional 
Council,  the  American  Associate  of 
University  Women  and  the  Ten¬ 


nessee  Farm  Bureau.  She  formerly 
was  president  of  The  Tennessee 
branch  of  the  National  League  of 
American  Pen  Women  and  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Tennessee  Hotel  Association. 

In  the  quadrennium  1952-1956, 
Mrs.  Tillman  was  not  only  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  and  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service,  but 
was  a  vice-president  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  and  chairman  of  its  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  Social  Relations. 
She  was  a  delegate  to  the  1952 
General  Conference  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  an  alternate  to  the 
1956  Conference. 

In  interdenominational  activiti¬ 
es,  Mfs.  Tillman  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  United 
Church  Women  and  a  member  of 
the  Division  of  Christian  Life  and 
work  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  She  is  a  trustee  of  Scar- 
ritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
Martin  Junior  College,  Pulaski, 
Tenn. 


hostess  societies,  the  afternoon  ses¬ 
sions  were  opened  by  a  hymn  and 
prayers.  Mrs.  Lea  Schneider  pre¬ 
sented  the  program  material  for  the 
year  with  beautiful  posters  and 
worship  centers  for  each  month’s 
program. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Holt  presented  the 
study  “Southeast  Asia”  with  Mrs. 
R.  K.  Bent  acting  as  Moderator, 
with  Mrs.  Fountain,  Mrs.  Holt,  Mrs. 
Ault  and  Mrs.  Jones  acting  as  stu¬ 
dents  coming  to  America  to  study. 

Mrs.  Womack  dismissed  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  reading  of  “The  Last 
Will  and  Testament  of  Jesus.” — Mrs. 
Arch  Thompson. 


Forrest  City 

The  Annual  Educational  Seminar, ; 
Forrest  City  District,  was  held  in 
the  Cotton  Plant  Church,  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1956. 

“O  Come  Let  Us  Adore  Him” 
was  the  theme  chosen  for  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Mrs.  John  Sikes,  president, 


METHODIST  MISSIONARY 
DIES  IN  COLLISION 

Miss  Jimmie  Claire  Shackleford, 
25,  a  Methodist  missionary  to 
Cuba,  was  one  of  five  persons  kill¬ 
ed  in  an  automobile-truck  collision 
August  23  near  Marshall,  N.  C. 

Miss  Shackleford,  her  father,  the 
Rev.  T.  H.  Shackleford,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Tucker, 
Ga.,  her  mother,  and  7-year-old 
Catherine  Fulp,  Greensboro,  N.  C., 
all  occupants  of  the  car,  died  in¬ 
stantly.  The  driver  of  the  asphalt 
-laden  truck,  Robert  Ramsey, 
Marshall,  also  was  killed. 

Another  occupant  of  the  car,  the 
Rev.  R.  N.  Barefoot,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Marshall,  died 
shortly  after  the  crash  from  in¬ 
juries  and  his  wife  was  injured 
critically.  Catherine  Fulp  was  a 
nieqe  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barefoot.  The 
Shacklefords  had  been  visiting 

with  Barefoots. 

'  ^ 

Miss  Shackleford,  who  went  to 
Cuba  in  1954,  had  returned  home 
for  a  month’s  summer  vacation. 
For  the  last  two  years,  she  had 
been  teaching  at  the  Irene  Toland 
School  at  Matanzas  in  western 
Cuba,  but  was  to  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Preston  in  eastern  Cuba 
on  her  return. 

A  native  of  Georgia,  Miss 
Shackleford  was  a  graduate  of  As- 
bury  College,  Wilmore,  Ky.,  and 
had  done  graduate  study  at  Pea¬ 
body  Teachers  College  and  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  Before 
becoming  a  missionary,  she  had 
taught  two  years  at  Lydia  Patter¬ 
son  Institute,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  a 
Methodist  mission  school  serving 
Spanish  speaking  persons.  She  was 
commissioned  a  missionary  at  a 
nation-wide  assembly  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Societies  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wise.,  at  the  Tucker 
Methodist  Church  August  25. 

Miss  Shackleford  and  her  pa¬ 
rents  are  survived  by  a  son  and 
brother,  Thomas,  of  Tucker. 


presided.  One  hundred  fourteen 
ladies  representing  22  societies  at¬ 
tended. 

Mrs.  Sidney  Banks  played  the 
prelude,  and  Mrs.  •  Sikes  gave  the 
Call  to  Order.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Arthurs 
welcomed  the  guests  and  Mrs.  Oscie 
Walker  gave  the  opening  worship. 
Mrs.  Rod  Bryan  gave  the  preview 
of  the  studies. 

Studies  were  given  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Elmus  Brown,  “Southeast 
Asia”;  Mrs.  David  Block,  Jr.,  “Youth 
in  a  Responsible  Society”;  Mrs. 
Hubert  Pearce,  “Mission  Field, 
USA”;  Mrs.  Arthur  Weedin,  “Paul’s 
Letters  to  Local  Churches.” 

Mrs.  G.  A.  McKelvey  presented 
the  program  booklet,  and  special 
music  was  given  by  a  Girls’  Chorus. 
A  love  offering  was  made  for  Miss 
Helen  Hubert. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Weedin  gave  the 
closing  devotion. 


°cT0ber  4,  1956 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Winthrop  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  heard  Mrs.  Andrew 
Lambert  review  the  book  “In  My 
Father’s  House”  by  Grace  Fletcher 
at  the  church  on  September  19  in 
the  afternoon. 

Mrs.  Lambert  gave  an  inspira¬ 
tional  discussion  of  this  book  and 
was  well  received  by  her  audience. 
Some  of  the  most  meaningful  quo¬ 
tations  from  this  book  were  given 
special  emphasis  by  the  reviewer. 

Mrs.  Walter  Winters  led  the  devo¬ 
tional  at  the  beginning  of  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  ladies  of  the  other  four 
churches  of  the  town  were  special 
guests.  * 

The  program  closed  with  a  unison 
prayer. 

The  social  committee  served  re¬ 
freshments. 
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SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  14,  IS 

HARVEST  DAY 


for  the 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 

% 

Ruston,  Louisiana 

Offerings  Received  On  Harvest  Day  And  Easter  Sunday  Are  Sole  Means 
Of  Making  Possible  This  Great  Ministry  Of  Methodism  To 
Those  Who  Need  God's  Love  -  Homeless  Children 

GIVE  GENEROUSLY 


The  Harvest  Season  is  an  appropriate  time  to 
bring  before  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana  the 
cause  of  our  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  I  am 
confident  the  response  to  this  sacred  appeal  will 
be  generous. 


Our  leaders  are  seeking  to  keep  the  Home  up  to  the  stand' 
ards  recognized  as  essential  for  child-care  institutions  today. 
Our  gifts  in  this  season  of  ingathering  will  make  possible  the 
continuation  of  the  Christ-like  service  rendered  ""by  our  Church 
through  this  institution. 


Paul  E.  Martin,  Bishop 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


I 


Harvest  Day 

A  great  many  years  ago  the  second  Sunday  in  October  was 
set  aside  by  our  Louisiana  Conference  as  “Harvest  Day.”  This 
has  remained  a  part  of  our  annual  program  all  these  years. 
It  has  become  quite  a  traditional  day  of  remembering  those 
who  have  been  left  homeless  and  in  our  care.  This  year  it 
falls  on  Sunday  the  14th  of  October. 

We  tfust  and  pray  that  our  response  this  Harvest  Day  will 
be  the  best  we  have  ever  made.  The  cost  of  living  continues 
high,  in  fact,  higher  now  than  at  any  time.  Our  pro grain  has 
been  greatly  enlarged,  our  facilities  and  buildings  increased, 
and  the  number  of  helpers  has  been  increased  considerably. 
All  this  adds  up  to  an  increased  budget  in  every  department. 
May  we  all  do  our  best  for  this  great  cause.  God  has  blessed 
the  Home  in  a  wonderful  way  and  His  blessings  will  continue 
to  come  our  way  if  we  will  only  prayerfully  let  Him  use  us 
in  carrying  on  the  cause  of  His  kingdom  through  our  blessings. 

C.  B.  White,  Superintendent, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 

i  * 


Shelley  Collage 


'' 


. 


Ellen  McGill  Sullivan  Collage 


A  Home  For  Homeless  Children  -  In  A  Christian  Environment 

— ——Willi  MB  I  il  I ■■■  H  . . . . . . .  - 
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Saw 


Concrete 

mj 

Mixer  Rev.  R.  a.  Teeter 


curing  his  mixture  of  cement,  sand, 
Lavel  and  water  into  a  fixed  mold. 
Soon  it  would  harden  into  that 
form,  never  to  take  any  other  shape 
or  be  useful  for  anything  else.  It 
conformed  completely  to  his  will 
and  purpose  and  permanently  so. 

In  the  early  Christian  days  the 
Homans  had  access  to  a  very  fine 
quality  of  cement.  They  built  roads, 
aqueducts  and  houses  with  it  and 
some  of  them  remain  in  good  con¬ 
dition  to  this  day.  Probably  St.  Paul 
saw  the  Roman  workmen  pouring 
this  cement  on  more  than  one  oc¬ 
casion  and  saw  it  take  the  shape 
of  the  mold  they  had  prepared  for 
it.  And  of  course  he  knew,  as  we 
all  know,  that  it  could  never  be 
reclaimed  and  made  into  another 
form  and  turned  to  other  uses. 

Naturally  he  used  this  common 
light  as  a  figure  of  speech  in  his 
letter  to  the  Romans.  He  saw  the 
common  life  of  the '  day  doing  as 
the  concrete  did,  taking  the  form 
and  purpose  of  “this  present  state 
of  things”,  and  hardening  into  that. 
This  is  not  the  thing  for  us  who 
are  Christians  to  do,  he  says.  “Be 
ye  not  conformed”  and  hardened. 
We  are  not  material  to  be  poured 
into  the  mold  of  this  present  state 
of  things,  hardened  into  that  form 
and  never  be  useful  for  anything 
else.  So  he  says:  “Be  ye  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  renewing  of  your 
minds”.  Life  isn’t  concrete,  but  it 
does  have  a  tendency  to  harden  in¬ 
to  a  convenient  mold.  Paul  had 
some  personal  experience  with  that. 
He  was  well  qualified  to  warn 
against  it. 

The  New  Testament  is  super¬ 
charged  with  the  idea  of  something 
new.  The  words  new,  newness  and 
renewal  are  used  many  times.  The 
thought  is  often  present  when  the 
word  itself  ig  not.  Jesus  did  not' 
wish  to  *pour  life  into  a  fixed  mold, 
but  he  did  want  to  give  it  renewal 
Powers.  Harnack  says  of  that  day: 
"The  world  was  old  and  not  even 
Caesar  could  make  it  new  again”. 
But  Jesus  could.  He  gives  us  a 
thrust  forward  and  upward  away 
from  the  mold  of  “this  present 
state  of  things”. 


|  METHODIST  MEN’S 
CLUB  OF  CLARENDON 

Rev.  John  L.  Tucker,  pastor  of 
ue  Almyra  Methodist  Church,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Clarendon  on 
■Thursday  evening,  September  20, 
"’hen  a  barbecued  chicken  dinner 
Was,  served  in  Wesleyan  Hall.  Thir- 
y-three  charter  members  and  three 
Quests,  Rev.  W.  T.  Bone,  pastor  of 
the  Roe  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  J.  P. 
n>Pes,  retired  Presbyterian  minis- 
er  of  Clarendon,  and  Merle  Dick¬ 
er1  of  Clarendon,  were  present. 
The  subject  of  the  speaker’s  ad- 
U5ess  was  The  Privilege  of  Being  a 
^hristian  and  a  Part  of  God’s 
hurch.  He  pointed  out  the  oppor- 
nJty  that  laymen  have  in  being  a 
®rt  of  the  church  and  serving  the 
eeds  of  the  world.  He  also  recalled 
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HENDRIX  COLLEGE 
NEWS 

H-Day  Celebration 

Hendrix  will  hold  an  H-Day 
Celebration  on  October  13.  Many 
alumni  are  expected  for  the  day¬ 
long  activities,  according  to  James 
Clemons,  field  respresentative. 

General  sponsor  for  the  day  willt 
be  the  Hendrix  Booster  Club,  of 
which  Mansel  Baker  of  El  Dorado 
is  president.  The  Band,  Student 
Senate,  and  other  campus  organi¬ 
zations  will  sponsor  other  events. 

Members  of  the  H  Club,  compos¬ 
ed  of  Hendrix  letter  men,  have 
elected  Martha  Choate  of  Little 
Rock  as  H-Day  Queen.  She  will 
be  crowned  at  a  Pow-Wow  in  the 
morning  and  will  be  formally  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  H-Day  gathering 
that  night  with  her  court. 

Members  of  the  H-Day  Court 
are:  Maid  of'Honor,  Beverly  Whit¬ 
taker  of  Harrisburg;  Senior  Maid, 
Mary  Dean  Rankin  of  Morrilton; 
Junior  Maid,  Gloria  Mason  of 
North  Little  Rock;  Sophomore 
Maid,  Margaret  Parker  of  Harris¬ 
burg;  and  Frehman  Maid,  Lindley 
Williams  of  Newport. 

Fall  Enrollment  Increases 

Enrollment  at  Hendrix  had 
reached  440  on  September  24,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Victor  Hill,  registrar. 
This  represents  an  increase  of 
about,  eight  per  cent  over  last  fall, 
when  417  were  enrolled.  Part  of 
the  increase  (is  due  to  an  increase 
in  freshmen,  but  a  larger  part  to 
the  return  of  a  higher  percentage 
of  the  students  enrolled  last  year, 
Mr.  Hill  said. 

College  Receives  Bequest 

Hendrix  expects  to  receive  pro¬ 
perty  wortlf  from  $12,000  to  $15,- 
000  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Miss 
Ethel  Rose  of  Hope,  President  Matt 
L.  Ellis  has  announced. 

Miss  Rose,  who  died  earlier  this 
month,  left  to  Hendrix  all  her' pro¬ 
perty  after  payment  of  debts  and 
administrative  and  funeral  expen¬ 
ses,  according  to  word  received 
from  her  attorney  O.  A.  Graves. 

Workman  Memorial  Fund 
Established 

Establishing  pf  a  James  Mims 
Workman  and  Elizabeth  Thorn¬ 
burgh  Workman  memorial  fund  at 
Hendrix  has  been  announced  by 
President  Matt  L.  Ellis. 

A  gift  of  $500  was  sent  to  the 
college  by  the  family  of  the  late 
Harvey  C.  Couch  shortly  after  the 
recent  death  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Work¬ 
man.  The  Couch  family  hopes  that 
others  may  wish  tp  add  to  the  fund. 
The  fund  will  be  an  endowment, 
returns  from  which  will  be  used 
in  the  program  of  the  Department 
of  Religion. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Workman  were 
long  prominent  in  Methodist 
Church  and  educational  circles.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  president 
of  Henderson-Brown  College, 
Methodist  institution  formerly 
located  at  Arkadelphia  and  now 
merged  with  Hendrix. 

Noted  British  Speaker  To  Appear 

Dr.  S.  E.  Gerard  Priestley,  noted 


some  of  his  early  experiences 
around  Clarendon  during  his  min¬ 
istry  at  Roe  and  referred  to  1927 
flood  experiences. 

The  club  meets  the  third  Thurs¬ 
day  of  each  month.  Members  of  the 
local  club  will  go  to  Wynne  on 
October  18  to  a  district  meeting  of 
Methodist  Men. 


A  NEW  IDEA  IN  BULLETIN  BOARDS 


Pictured  at  right  is  a 
Visual  Bulletin  Board 
which  has  been  designed 
and  perfected  by  Rev.  O. 

R.  Findley,  pastor  of  the 
Jones  Memorial  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Hartford. 

The  board  which  was 
on  display  at  the  North 
Arkansas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  at  Conway  is 
sturdy  and  made  for 
many  years  of  service,^ 
according  to  the  Rev. 

Mr.  Findley.  A  projector 
is  used  which  is  made 
by  Picture  Recording 
Co.,  makers  of  automatic 
slide  projectors  for  com¬ 
mercial  advertising.  It 
has  a  750-watt  lamp  and 
the  projector  is  housed 
in  a  television  type  steel 
all  weather  cabinet  and 
is  turned  on  and  off  with 
a  time  switch  which 
needs  no  attention  for 
several  weeks  at  a  time 
for  changing  slides. 

The  board  has  a  trans¬ 
lucent  screen  in  the  top 
part.  The  picture  is  pro¬ 
jected  from  the  rear  and  seen  from 
the  front,  makes  a  brilliant  picture. 
It  uses  ordinary  2”  x  2”  slides.  The 
board  may  have  a  church  sign  or 
it  may  have  a  regular  church  yard 
bulletin  board  with  interchangeable 
letters  under  glass. 

It  is  planned  to  have  the  boards 
built  in  Hartford  and  they  will  be 
demonstrated  to  all  churches  of  all 
denominations.  According  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Findley  only  one  will  be 
sold  in  the  smaller  towns  in  one 
year  so  that  the  first  church  pur- 


Methodist  Children's 
Home  Receives  Gifts 

Never  a  day  passes  but  some 
friend  or  friends  throughout  the 
state  remember  the  Children’s 
Home.  A  cash  contribution  to  the 
operating  budget,  a  memorial  gift 
honoring  some  deceased  loved  one, 
clothing,  a  used  bicycle,  canned 
goods,  fruits,  frozen  meat  or  vege¬ 
tables,  candy,  et  cetera.  A  Veteran 
in  one  of  our  Hospitals  brings  or 
sends  a  ten  cent  bag  of  candy  every 
month  for  each  child  in  the  Home. 
His  devotion  is  inspiring.  A  friend 
recently  sent  a  good  used  bicycle. 
This  prompted  us  to  repair  a  num¬ 
ber  of  used  bicycles  so  that  now 
there  are  eighteen  bicycles  on  the 
campus  about  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  Cottages.  It  warms  one’s 
heart  to  see  the  children  having 
such  a  good  time  on  the  campus 
after  school  hours. 

We  are  operating  at  capacity  en¬ 
rollment.  Six  fine  boys  and  girls 


British  historian,  world  traveler  and 
specialist  in  international  affairs, 
will  appear  at  the  Hendrix  chapel 
hour  the  morning  of  Oct.  9.  His 
speech  on  the  topic  “Hard  Facts  for 
Americans”  will  draw  on  his  ex¬ 
periences  on  a  recently  completed 
40,000  mile,  six-month  trip  around 
the  world.  Dr.  Priestley  has  lectur¬ 
ed  at  some  400  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  and  has  written  several 
volumes  on  economic  and  historial 
matters. — Jane  Miller 


chasing  it  may  have  it  while  it  is 
new.  He  says:  “The  projector  which 
I  used  at  conference  had  a  short 
focal  length  lens  for  short  throw. 
The  long  focal  length  is  usually 
best  as  it  gets  the  projector  away 
from  the  board  and  is  unnoticed.  In 
such  case  the  cabinet  is  not  neces¬ 
sary.  The  projector  may  be  used  in 
church  or  anywhere  a  slide  pro¬ 
jector  is  needed.  The  screen  may 
be  taken  out  of  board  and  used  in 
church  or  downtown  or  any  place 
desired.” 


have  been  received  during  the  last 
thirty  days:  one  from  Fayetteville, 
two  from  Pine  Bluff,  one  from  El 
Dorado  and  two  from  Forrest.  City. 
Right  now,  two  little  girls,  six  and 
eight,  are  awaiting  admission  just 
as  soon  as  arrangements  can  be 
completed. 

Last  fall,  our  pastors  and 
churches  remembered  the  Home  in 
a  most  unusual  way  with  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  canned  foods,  fruits  and 
vegetables.  The  Merciful  Provi¬ 
dence  had  given  us  an  abundant 
harvest.  It  seemed  that  nearly 
every  one  kept  the  Home  and  its 
needs  in  their  minds  and  hearts. 

That  season  is  rapidly  approach¬ 
ing  again.  We  depend  upon  our 
pastors  to  lead  their  people  in  pro¬ 
jects  of  this  sort.  Our  people  re¬ 
spond  joyfully. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Stewart  of  Newark, 
a  friend  of^  the  Home  throughout 
the  years,  writes  that  his  little 
church  at  Oak  Grove  has  already 
collected  78  jars  of  fruits  and  vege¬ 
tables  for  the  Home.  The  church  at 
Newark  is  joining  in  this  project 
and  old  friends  at  Sulphur  Rock, 
tried  and  true,  have  written  direct 
that  they  are  collecting  an  assort¬ 
ment,  including  a  bushel  of  sweet 
potatoes,  to  come  along  with 
Brother  Stewart’s  other  churches. 

You  have  no  idea  how  much  all 
this  helps  ybur  Children’s  Home.  It 
warms  our  hearts  and  makes  us 
want  to  carry  on  in  the  same  finte 
.tradition  that  has  marked  the  work 
of  the  Children’s  Home  over  more 
than  half  a  century. 

What  Brother  J.  B.  Stewart  has 
done  can  be  easily  done  by  any 
pastor  who  will  just  mention  the 
needs  of  your  Children’s  Home  to 
our  people  who  are  always  most 
generous.— Connor  Morehead,  Supt. 
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METHODIST  YOUTH 


THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  WAS 
HER  MOTHER 


Intermediate 
Pilot  Camp 

Rene  F.  Pino,  who  is  responsible 
for  intermediate  work  in  the  Youth 
Department  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education,  brought  back  from 
an  intermediate  pilot  camp  he  di¬ 
rected  this  summer  some  interest¬ 
ing  statements  written  by  the  in¬ 
termediates  themselves  .  and  the 
camp  counselors. 

Attending  the  camp  were  sixteen 
boys,  nine  girls  and  nine  staff  mem¬ 
bers.  The  camp  situation  was  a 
very  rustic  one.  The  group  slept 
under  canvas  and  cooked  most  of 
its  meals  out. 

The  personnel  was  divided  into 
four  “family”  groups,  each  group 
having  two  counselors. 

“This  intermediate  camp  gave  us 
a  real  opportunity  to  put  into  prac¬ 
tice  the  philosophy  of  camping  that 
the  Youth  department  advocates, 
Mr.  Pino  said. 

The  results  of  the  practice  of  this 
philosophy,  as  stated  by  the  inter¬ 
mediates  themselves,  were  most  in¬ 
teresting.  Some  of  these  statements 

follow:  ,  , 

Wrote  one  boy,  “I  have  learned 
many  personal  things  about  God 
that  will  help  me  in  later  life.” 

A  girl,  evidently  an  extrovert, 
said:  “I  love  the  working  together 
....  I  like  this  camp  because  we 
planned  our  own  days  and  things 
to  do.” 

Another  boy’s  verdict  was:  1 
have  learned  very  much  from  the 
counselors  about  God  and  about 
camping  and  getting  along  with 
other  people.” 

Nearly  all  the  intermediates  stat¬ 
ed  that  they  had  “learned  to  live 
in  harmony  with  other  people,”  as 
one  of  them  put  it. 

The  reactions  of  the  counselors 
were  equally  interesting.  Said  one: 
“In  the  experience  of  living  closely 
together  24  hours  a  day  for  eight 
days  —  sharing  the  responsibilities 
for  each  other’s  comfort,  taking 
pride  in  each  other’s  efforts  to  make 
a  home  in  God’s  out-of-doors,  of 
which  we  could  be  proud  and  in 
which  we  could  be  comfortable,  and 
learning  to  give  and  take  in  tastes 
for  food  as  well  as  recreation  all 
pretense  and  sham  was  cut  away, 
and  we  truly  experienced  a  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  which  deepened 
our  faith  and  respect  for  each 
other,  and  for  God’s  world.” 

Another  reported:  “Without  ex¬ 
ception,  the  parents  of  the  young 
people  who  attended  from  our 
church  have  been  most  surprised  at 
the  reaction  of  their  children.  The 
youth  are  greatly  enthusiastic  about 
the  entire  program,  express  satis¬ 
faction  in  having  attended,  and'- 
volunteer  information  about  the 
activities,  the  program,  the  people, 
the  grounds,  and  anything  else  that 
comes  to  their  minds;  youth  who 
have  never  been  verbose  about 
camp  are  surprising  their  parents 
by  their  comments;  one  mother  was 
so  impressed  by  the  change  in  her 
son  that  she  wants  to  talk  with  me 
about  it,  personally.” 

After  having  directed  this  camp, 
Mr.  Pino  says  that  he  is  more  than 
ever  convinced  that  hard  work. 


MISS  WINNIE  JAI  SINGH 


A  1956  Crusade  Scholar  of  the  . 
Methodist  Church,  Miss  Winnie  Jai 
Singh,  daughter  of  an  Indian 
Methodist  minister,  lost  both  her 
parents  when  she  was  only  five 
years  old.  She  grew  up  in  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  schools,  in  Bareilly, 
Meerut  and  Lucknow.  After  com¬ 
pleting  high  school,  she  attended 
St.  John’s  College,  a  teacher  train¬ 
ing  institution  in  Agra. 

“This  was  a  co-educational  insti¬ 
tution,”  Miss  Singh  comments, 
“and  was  my  first  chance  to"  study 
with  boys.  It  was  a  new  experience 
for  me.  It  broadened  my  outlook 
on  life  and  changed  many  of  my 

ideas.” 

✓ 

After  completing  her  college 
studies,  Miss  Singh  taught  in  one 
of  the  schools  which  she  had  at¬ 
tended.  While  there,  she  served  in 
the  church,  S'unday  school  and 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 

“I  was  still  interested  in  educa¬ 
tion  and  wanted  to  get  my  B.  A. 
but  I  was  trying  to  pay  back  loans 
for  my  previous  studies,”  she  says. 
“I  trusted  God  that  he  would 
surely  provide  money  for  me  to  go 
to  college.  One  day  a  missionary 
called  and  said  that  a  friend  of  hers 
had  sent  money  from  the  United 
States  for  an  Indian  girl  to  go  to 
college  £nd  that  she  wanted  me 
to  go.  I  was  delighted  to  hear  this 
and  thanked  God  for  his  blessings 
upon  me.” 

So  she  went  to  Isabella  Thoburn 
College  and  was  graduated  with 
the  B.  A.  degree.  Since  that  time 
she  has  been  head  of  the  Teacher 
Training  Department  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Girl’s  School  in  Mathura. 

When  her  application  for  a  Cru¬ 
sade  Scholarship  was  accepted,  she 
came  from  Mathura  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  where  she  is  studying  at 
Scarritt  and  Peabody  Colleges. 

“When  I  go  back  to  my  country,” 
says  Miss  Singh,  “I  think  that  I 
will  be  able  to  serve  better  than  I 
am  doing  at  present.  On  my  return 
I  hope  to  work  in  a  Christian  insti¬ 
tution  and  will  try  my  best  to  win 
more  people  for  Christ.” 


simple  living  and  a  relaxed  and 
flexible  schedule  is  the  best  tonic 
for  growing  boys  and  girls  in  this 
modern  age.” 
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The  Youthful  Accent 

By /Hoover  Rupert 

USEFUL  AND  YOUTHFUL 
LIVING 

One  of  my  favorite  sports  char¬ 
acters  is  still  playing  the  game  of 
baseball.  He  plays  now  for  Miami 
in  the  International  League.  If  I 
said  his  name  is  Leroy  Paige,  you 
might  not  recognize  it.  But  if  I  tell 
you  his  nickname,  there  is  hardly 
anyone  who  has  even  the  most  re¬ 
mote  relationship  to  the  sport  pages 
but  will  have  heard  it.  His  name  is 
“Satchel  Paige”.  Rated  by  many  au-  / 
thorities  as  one  of  the  great  base¬ 
ball  pitchers  of  all  time,  he  unfor¬ 
tunately  did  not  reach  the  major 
leagues  in  his  prime,  simply  be¬ 
cause  he  happened  to  be  born  with 
a  dark  skin.  But,  there  is  hardly  an 
active  player  today  who  has  left 
his  mark  so  indelibly  on  the  fav¬ 
orite  outdoor  sport  of  Americans  as 
this  colorful  character.  His  age  is 
a  national  enigma  but  he  is  well 
along  in  years,  and  certainly  far 
beyond  the  usual  active  age  for 
baseball  players. 

His  humorous  comments  on  life 
and  living  are  summed,  up  in  these 
six  bits  of  advice  which  he  once 
gave  as  the  basis  for  youth  and 
useful  living.  I  pass  them  along  in 
the  actual  words  of  the  inimitable 
Satch  Paige: 

1.  “Avoid  fried  meats  which  an¬ 
gry  up  the  blood.” 

2.  “If  your  stomach  disputes  you, 
lie  down  and  pacify  it  with  cool 
thoughts.” 

3.  “Keep  the  juice  flowing  by 
jangling  around  gently  as  you 
move.” 

4.  “Go  very  light  on  the  vices, 
such  as  carrying  on  in  society.  The 
social  ramble  ain’t  restful.” 

5.  “Avoid  running  at'  all  times.” 

6.  “Don’t  look  back.  Something 
might  be  gaining  on  you.” 

You  will  readily  recognize  that 
Satchel  Paige  has  never  been  noted 
for  his  hard  work.  He  is  one  indi¬ 
vidual  who  refuses  to  let  a  hurly- 
burly  world  rush  him  into  any¬ 
thing.  He  pitches  free  and  easy  and 
with  apparently  very  little  effort. 
He  takes  the  advice  he  gives  in 
these  six  rules.  He  lives  easy-like. 
He  “jangles.”  He  never  runs  when 
he  can  walk.  In  fact,  the  report  is 
that  the  fastest  he  has  run  could 
hardly  be  classified  as  more  than 
an  “easy  lope”. 

Granted  that  our  industrial  com¬ 
munity  would  falter  in  its  tempo 
and  slip  in  its  productivity  if  we 
were  all  “Satchel  Paiges”  and  fol¬ 
lowed  literally  his  rules  for  keep¬ 
ing  young.  Granted  that  there  are 
many  other  rules  needed  to  aug¬ 
ment  these  suggestions  for  relax¬ 
ing,  if  we  are  to  attain  the  full  life. 
But,  don’t  you  agree  that  all  of  us 
would  be  better  off  in  our  rush 
and  hurry  if  we  took  time  out  to 
take  time  for  the  kind  of  “jangling 
restfulness”  of  which  old  Satch  is 
the  personfication?  I.  have  never 
heard  of  his  kind  getting  ulcers,  or 
an  early  coronary,  or  colitis,  or  skin 


‘THE  MESSIAH’  TO  BE 
PRESENTED  IN  70  AREAS 

Los  Angeles  (RNS)  —  The  10th 
annual  simultaneous  presentation 
of  Handel’s  oratorio,  “The  Mes¬ 
siah,”  will  be  given  in  a  record  70 
areas  on  Dec.  2,  according  to  Dr. 
Gordon  Bachlund,  director  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Church  Federation’s 
Music  Commission. 

The  unique  series,  only  one  of  its 
kind  in  the  country,  was  begun 
after  the  last  war  and  has  grown 
steadily  since. 


trouble,  or  jangled  nerves,  or  emQ. 
tional  tantrums.  And  he  seems  to 
be  keeping  active  in  a  game  that 
only  the  most  rugged  can  stand  be- 
yond  the  age  of  35-37.  He  is  reputed 
by  some  to  be  pushing  60  in  age. 
Go  back  and  read  his  rules  again 
and  then  in  these  summer  days,  re¬ 
solve  to  slow  down  just  a  little 
and  give  yourself  time  to  “reallv 
live”!  y 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEv 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  in  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

PR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO„  INC, 


NOW!  Save  Up  lo  50% 
on  Nationally  Advertised  Gilts 

Uoa»  this  big,  new  FREE  CATA¬ 
LOG  to  buy  till  kinds  bf  girts 
and  merchandise  for  yourself, 
family,  friends,  neighbors.  Ter. 
rifle  saving  on  big«name  item#. 
Also,  make  money  spare  time 
taking  orders  from  otherat 

EVERGREEN  STUDIOS 
B,pt.  92  Box  846  CHICAGO  41.  lit. 


Custom 
designs  for 
current  or 
'proposed  bulldings\' 
Repairs  of 
damaged  window]  ' 
For  full  information  write 


stained 
glass 
windows 


GOWNS 

•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


MONEY 

for 

tonewciFsiomers  I  CHURCH  or  CHARITY 


GOTTSCHALK’S 


I  Those  famous  household  aids  sell 
on  sight  for  benefit  of  your  organ¬ 
ization.  Gottschatk's  Sponges  are 
preferred  for  tough  cleaning  and 
scouring  jobs,  coast  to  coast.  They 
save  time,  are  harmless  to  hands, 
won't  scratch  polished  surfaces. 
Special  bronze  and  stainless  steel 
types.  Send  for  free  sample  and 
details  of  liberal  cooperative  plan,  j 


People  60  to  80: 
Tear  Out  TKis  Ad 

.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  t0 
find  out  how  you  can  still  apply 
for  a  $1,000  life  insurance  policy 
to  help  take  care  of  final  expen¬ 
ses  without  burdening  your  fam¬ 
ily. 

You  handle  the  entire  trans¬ 
action  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  ob¬ 
ligation.  No  one  will  call  on  y°ul 

Write  today,  simply  gi yin? 
your  name,  address  and  age.  Mai 
to  Old  American  Ins.  Co.,  1  Wes 
9th,  Dept.  L1007C,  Kansas  City. 

Mo. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODISE 


OBITUARIES 

COWGER — Mrs.  Ruth  Lewis  Cow- 
ger  passed  away  at  Danville  on  Sep¬ 
tember  18.  She  was  a  native  of  Yell 
County  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Danville  Methodist  Church.  In  1955 
she  was  named  Methodist  Woman  of 
the  Year  from  Danville. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Four  Commissions  of 
the  church  Mrs.  Cowger,  until  her 
illness,  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Membership  and 
Evangelism.  She  was  also  a  teach¬ 
er  in  the  Children’s  Division.  i 

Though  her  life  was  relatively 
short  in  years,  it  was  long  in  serv¬ 
ice.  She  knew  and  loved  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  served  her  com¬ 
munity  well. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  a 
son,  Lamar,  and  a  daughter,  Mary 
Deane. — Paul  Lanier,  Pastor 


STODGHILL— Jesse  E.  Stodghill, 
age  64,  died  at  the  St.  Francis  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Monroe  on  Friday  of  last 
week.  He  was  an  outstanding  busi¬ 
nessman,  and  member  of  a  promi¬ 
nent  local  family. 

Born  in  Earlington,  Ky.,  on  No¬ 
vember  13,  1891,  he  located  in  Ray- 
ville  early  in  life,  when  his  father 
and  mother  moved  there  in  1907.  He 
and  his  father  were  co-founders  of 
the  People’s  Lumber  and  Supply 
Company  in  Rayville.  He  was  al¬ 
ways  a  leader  in  matters  of  local 
business  interest.  A  dedicated  and 
active  Christian,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Rayville  Methodist  Church, 
which  he  served  contiguously  for  35 
years  in  official  capacity  as  member 
of  the  Board  of  Stewards,  and  later 
as  a  member  of  the  Official  Board. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee  for  the  recently 
erected  Rayville  Methodist  Church. 
His  record  of  official  service  was 
longer  than  that  of  any  other  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rayville  Methodist 
Church.  For  his  devoted  work  he 
was  signally  honored  after  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  Official  Board  on 
June  1  of  this  year.  At  that  time 
he  was  presented  a  handsome  plaque 
commemorating  his  "years  of  service 
to  his  church. 

Mr.  Stodghill  was  married  to  the 
former  Miss  Willie  Lee  Cook,  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  pioneering  family  in  this 
section  and  five  children  were  born 
to  the  union.  One  son,  William  E. 
Stodghill,  made  the  supreme  sacri¬ 
fice  for  his  country  when  serving  in 
the  Air  Corps  in  World  War  II. 

Mr.  Stodghill  came  from  a  family 
with  a  remarkable  record  of  service 
to  the  Methodist  Church.  E.  E. 
Stodghill,  his  father,  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Stewards  for  32 


years  and  of  these  years  he  served 
^s  chairman  for  20  years.  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Stodghill,  who  passed  away  in  Jan¬ 
uary  of  this  year,  was  Communion 
Steward  of  the  church  for  almost 
50  years.  She  was  succeeded  by  her 
son,  M.  D.  Stodghill,  who  is  carrying 
on  her  duties. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon  by  Rev.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Kil¬ 
patrick  and  Rev.  Jack  Midyett. 

Survivors  include  his  wife;  a  son, 
J.  E.  Stodghill,  Jr.,  of  Rayville;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Truman  J.  Green, 
of  Delhi,  Mrs.  Lula  Elizabeth  Mc¬ 
Mahon,  of  Rayville,  and  Mrs.  Phillip 
Cenac,  of  Houma;  two  brothers, 
Hugh  J.  Stodghill  and  ^larvin  D. 
Stodghill,  both  ef  Rayville;  a  sister, 
!Mrs.  Eloi  Girard,  of  Lafayette,  and 
11  grandchildren. — A  Friend 


HOLIFIELD — Mrs.  Nellie  Manning 
Holifield,  widow  of  a  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  and  later  widow  of  a  prominent 
Methodist  layman  passed  away  near 
Rector  on  September  2.  She  had 
been  active  in  the  Methodist  Church 
for  many  years.  She  was  born 
Nellie  Manning,  daughter  of  Vincent 
B.  and  Lettie  J.  Manning  in  Indiana, 
near  Vincennes  on  July  12,  1881.  At 
a  very  early  age  she  was  converted 
and  united  with  a  Methodist  Church 
in  Indiana.  In  1912,  the  family  hav¬ 
ing  moved  to  Arkansas,  she  trans¬ 
ferred  her  membership  to  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Hill  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  near  Rector. 

In  November  of  1924  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Rev.  Dan  W. 
McGinnis.  For  ten  and  a  half  years 
she  was  active  as  a  minister’s  wife 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
Brother  McGinnis  departed  this  life 
on  April  1,  1935. 

On  January  5,  1941,  she  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  James  R.  Holifield  of  Piggott 
and  the  couple  resided  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Hill  Community  until  Mr.  Holi- 
field’s  passing  on  April  10,  1946.  She 
continued  to  live  at  her  home  with 
her  brother,  Albert  Manning.  She 
was  always  active  in  the  Liberty 
Hill  Methodist  Church,  and  her  first 
concern  was  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ.  She  was  a  thoughtful  sister, 
a  devoted  wife,  and  an  exceptional 
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stepmother.  After  several  years  of 
failing  health,  she  passed  away  on 
September  2  at  the  age  of  75. 

Survivors  include  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Charlie  Redfern  of  Dexter,  Mo.,  and 
Mrs.  Omer  Shannon  of  Rector;  sev¬ 
en  brothers,  Elmer,  Everette,  Albert 
and  Jervis  of  Rector,  Dan  of  St. 
Louis,  Frank  of  Terre  Haute,  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  Edgar  of  Jonesboro.  She 
is  also  survived  by  six  stepchildren, 
Homer  McGinnis  of  St.  Louis,  Mrs. 
A.  F.  Grider  of  Detroit,  Mrs.  Stam- 
atis  Kratsas  of  Willow  Run,  Michi¬ 
gan,  William  Holifield  of  Piggott, 
Mrs.  Charles  Reed  of  Beech  Grove, 
and  Rev.  Pharis  Holifield  of  Mo- 


nette. 

Funeral  services  were  held  orl 
Tuesday,  September  4,  at  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Hill  Methodist  Church  by  Rev. 
Gus  Evans,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  W. 
Simmons  and  Rev.  Leon  Gilliam. 
Burial  was  in  the  Liberty  Hill  ceme¬ 
tery.— A  Friend 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

#  E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  '‘International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  thr  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S-A. 
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LESSON  FOE  OCTOBER  14,  1956 
TEN  LAWS  OF  LIFE 

READ  EXODUS  20:  1-20  and  Matthew  22:  35-40. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  You  shall  have  no  other 
gods  before  me.  —  (Exodus  20:3.) 


Under  the  subject,  “Ten  Laws  Of 
Life”  we  have  our  second  lesson 
of  the  thirteen-lesson  series  of  Unit 
IX,  “Great  Passages  of  The  Bilbe.” 
Any  listing  of  great  Bible  pass¬ 
ages  should  include  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments,  since  these  command¬ 
ments  are  vital,  basic  laws  in  hu¬ 
man  life. 

The  Ten  Commandments,  as  de¬ 
livered  by  Moses  to  the  children  of 
Israel  were  not,  of  course,  a  newly 
organized  ,  system  of  laws;  they 
were  simply  statements,  in  clear 
concise,  understandable  form,  of 
existing  laws.  The  discovery  and 
scientific  statement  of  ^he  law  of 
gravitation  was  not  the  origin  of 
the  law;  it  simply  expressed  in 
human  language  facts  about  the 
law  of  gravitation  that  had  existed 
from  the  beginning. 

Why  The  Ten  Commandments? 

Having  created  man  after  the 
fashion  God  had  ordained,  with 
certain  weaknesses,  desires  and  in¬ 
clinations,  the  Creator  knew  that 
certain  courses  of  action  would  be 
essential  to  his  well-being,  physi¬ 
cally,  intellectually  and  spiritually. 
Knowing,  therefore,  the  pathway 
down  which  it  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  walk  in  order  to  pro¬ 
perly  develop  and  ultimately  reabh 
his  goal,  God  set  before  him  cer¬ 
tain  basic  rules,  or  commandments 
for  life  which,  if  observed,  would, 
open  th<*  way  to  the  larger  possibi¬ 
lities  of  life.  These  laws  of  life  not 
only  have  behind  them  the  author¬ 
ity  of  a  divine  creator,  they  also 
embody  the  wisdom  of  God  as  He 
reveals  a  course  of  conduct  which 
is  best  for  man  as  He  created  him. 

When  God,  through  Moses,  gave 
to  man  the  Ten  Commandments,  he 
recognized  a  basic  difference  be¬ 
tween  man  and  the  beast,  which 
He  also  created.  Apparently  the 
only  law  God  planted  in  the  nature 
of  the  beast  is  what  we  commonly 
call  “The  Law  of  The  Jungle,” 
which  simply  means  survival  by 
brute  force.  The  beast  knows  no¬ 
thing  of  moral  law.  It  instinctive¬ 
ly  follows  any  course  that  gives  the 
largest  promise  of  survival.  Be¬ 
cause  man  is  made  in  the  image 
of  God  and  is  a  moral  being  with 
the  possibilities,  by  choice,  of 
reaching  the  highest  heights  or 
lowest  depths,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  God  spells  out  for  him  rules 
for  life  which,  if  followed,  will 
bring  him  to  his  highest  possibili¬ 
ties  and  which,  if  disregarded,  will 
cause  him  to  stumble  into  a  blind 
alley  on  Dead  End  street. 

"God  Spoke  All  These  Words" 

The  Ten  Commandments,  which 
have  such  wide  acceptance  as  basic 
laws  throughout  the  world,  are  au¬ 
thoritative.  They  are  laws  which 
God  established  for  man’s  good, 
when  He  created  man,  and  they 
have  behind  them  the  authority  of 
the  Creator  of  the  universe.  With 


the  multiplicity  of  conflicting  ideas 
about  right  and  wrong,  which  have 
developed  in  the  world,  man  needs 
an  authoritative  law  somewhere  as 
a  fixed  standard  of  measurement. 

We  were  visiting  one  day  in  the 
Rice  Belt  in  the  home  of  friends. 
Duck  season  had  passed  but  we 
saw  a  large  flock  of  ducks  lighting 
in  a  pond  in  their  field  nearby.  A 
member  of  the  family  grabbed  a 
gun  and  started  for  the  pond.  The 
question  was  raised  about  killing 
ducks  out  of  season.  The  ready 
answer  was  that  laws  which  fixed 
a  season  for  killing  ducks  were 
man-made  laws,  and  the  family 
differed  with  many  about  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  such  laws.  It  is  not  un¬ 
common  for  men  to  differ  about 
the  advisability  of  some  “man¬ 
made”  laws  as  we  frequently  dis¬ 
cover. 

The  fact  that  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  are  not  “man-made”  but  au¬ 
thoritative  laws  of  God,  which  are 
reasonable  and  always  conducive 
to  human  welfare,  has  been  one  of 
the  great  stablizing  influences  in 
the  civilized  world.  While  the  Ten 
Commandments  are  authoritative, 
they  are  not  arbitrary.  As  a 
loving  parents  marks  out  rules,  ex¬ 
pressed  or  unexpressed,  to  .  guide 
the  life  of  his  child,  so  God,  our 
Father,  in  love,  gives  us  rules ,  for 
life  that,  if  followed,  will  be  help¬ 
ful  every  step  we  take. 

The  Difference  Between  Moral  And 
Ceremonial  Laws 

There  is  a  very  distinct  differ¬ 
ence  between  ceremonial  laws  and 
moral  laws.  Ceremonial  laws  and 
customs,  such  as  made  up  much  of 
Jewish  worship,  quite  often  change 
with  the  passing  years.  Moral  laws 
and  moral  principles  never  change. 
Just  as  stealing,  lying,  cursing, 
adultery  and  killing  were  wrong 
when  Moses  wrote,  just  so  they 
were  wrong  before  he  wrote  and 
just  so  they  have  been  wrong  every 
since  and  will  be  to  the  end  of 
time. 

Sometimes  we  become  confused 
by  failing  to  distinguish  between 
moral  and  ceremonial  laws.  Many 
things  have  been  said  and  written 
about  the  possibility  of  a  Christian 
being  lost  because  he  has  again 
turned  to  sin.  We  quote  a  verse  of 
Scripture  from  Ezekial  18:24, 
which  states  the  question  about  as 
clearly  as  human  language  can 
give  it.  “When  the  righteous 
turneth  away  from  his  righteous^ 
ness  and  committeth  iniquity  and 
doeth  according  to  all  the  obomi- 
nations  that  the  wicked  man  doeth, 
shall  he  live?  All  his  righteousness 
that  he  hath  done  shall  not  be 
mentioned;  in  his  tresspass  that  he 
hath  tresspassed  and  in  his  sin  that 
he  hath  sinned  in  them  shall  he 
die.”  We  ordinarily  think  we  have 
a  right  good  idea  of  what  happens 
to  a  man  who  dies  “in  his  sin.” 


Those  who  would  like  a  more  com¬ 
plete  statement  of  the  moral  prin¬ 
ciple  embodied  in  this  verse  quot-# 
ed  should  read  Ezekiel  18:20-28. 

Those  who  teach  the  impossibi¬ 
lity  of  apostasy  reject  this  plain 
statement  bearing  on  the  question 
because  it  is  found  in  the  Old 
Testament.  They  indicate  that  it 
does  not  apply  to  life  in  the  Chris- 
tion  dispensation.  They  discard  it 
along  with  many  ceremonial  laws 
of  the  Jews  which  did  become  non¬ 
operative  with  the  coming  of 
Christ.  The  fact  is  that  this  state¬ 
ment  from  Ezekiel  is  in  no  sense 
a  ceremonial  law  and  is  in  no  sense 
restricted  „,to  Old  Testament  times; 
it  is  the  statement  of  a  moral  prin¬ 
ciple,  a,  moral  law  which  is  as  time¬ 
less  as  the  Ten  Commandments. 

His  Commandments  Are  Not 
Grievous 

In  I  John  5:3  we  have  these 
words:  “For  this  is  the  love  of  God 
that  we  keep  his  commandments; 
AND  HIS  COMMANDMENTS 
ARE  NOT  GRIEVOUS,”  or  as 
Goodspeed  translates  it,  “Not  bur¬ 
densome.”  The  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  are  not  hindrances  to  life 
but  guideposts  to  help  keep  us  on 
life’s  high  road. 

Let  us  take  a  brief  look  at  these 
commandments: 

(1)  Man  must  worship  only  God. 

In  civilized  nations  we  do  not  have 
much  idol  worship  but  many  peo¬ 
ple  do  put  other  things  before  God. 
In  fact,  idols  may  have  some  re¬ 
ligious  significance  to  some  people, 
while  many  about  us  today,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  worship  matters  which,  in 
themselves,  have  no  religious  sig¬ 
nificance  whatsoever.  To  do  so 
breaks  the  first  commandment  as 
really  as  to  worship  an  idol. 

(2)  Man  must  not  make  and  wor¬ 
ship  images.  It  seems  a  little  strange 
that  man  could  get  consent  of  his 
mind  to  worship  something  he, 
himself,  has  made.  Man  is  greater 
than  anything  he  can  make,  hence 
he  degrades  self  by  worshiping  a 
product  of  his  own  hands. 

(3)  Man  must  not  use  the  name 
of  God  in  vain.  Most  sins  we  com¬ 
mit  seem  to  bring  some  temporary 
benefit,  except  cursing.  On  being 
reproved  rather  sternly  for  telling 
a  lie,  the  little  girl  said,  “It  may  be 
that  lying  IS  an  abomination  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  but  it  is  a  very 
present  help  in  time  of  trouble.” 
Cursing  is  an  abomination  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  and  it  is  no  help 
in  trouble  or  out  of  trouble.  About 
all  it  really  does  is  to  reveal  the 
poverty  of  the  vocabulary  of  the 
curser  who  seems  to  have  run  out 
of  words  to  express  his  feeling  and 
throws  in  a  few  meaningless  curse 
words  to  fill  up  the  blank. 

(4)  Man  must  have  a  day  for  rest 
and  worship.  Jesus  said  “The  Sab¬ 
bath  was  made  for  man  and  not  man 
for  the  Sabbath.”  Experience  has 
proved  that  man  needs  one  day  in 
seven  for  rest  and  worship.  It  is 
a  physical,  psycological  and  spiri¬ 
tual  necessity,  i^  man  is  to  live  at 
his  best.  One  of  the  most  alarming 
things  about  modern  life  is  the  ten¬ 
dency,  by  so  many  people,  to  dis¬ 
card  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  re¬ 
laxation  and  worship  and  to  use 
it  for  commercialized  entertain¬ 
ment  or  plain  business  purposes. 

C5)  Honor  parenthood.  This  com¬ 
mandment  is  just  as  vitally  im¬ 
portant  now  as  in  any  age.  In  the 
early  life  of  the  child  the  parent 
is  more  responsible  than  the  child 
for  developing  an  attitude  which 
leads  it  to  honor  and  respect  its 
parents.  This,  of  course,  is  not  done 
by  arbitrary'-'-bossism  but  by  love, 


consideration,  understanding-  and 
gentle  firmness.  .Not  many  children 
will  honor  their  parents  simply 
because  of  the  5th  commandment. 
Parents,  to  be  honbred  by  their 
children,  must  deserve  to  be 
honored.  There  is  not  much  future 
for  a  child  who  does  not  honor  and 
respect  deserving  parent. 

(6)  Thou  shall  not  kill.  It  is  not 

easy  to  determine  just  the  inter¬ 
pretation  Israel  put  on  this  com¬ 
mandment.  It  did  carry  a  severe 
.  penalty  if  a  Jew  killed  a  Jew. 
However,  in  wars  and  tribal  con¬ 
flicts  the  law  did  not  seem  to  be 
quite  so  operative.  David  became 
a  national  hero  because,  in  person¬ 
al  combat,  he  killed  Goliath.  Ap¬ 
parently  enemies  of  Israel  were 
slaughtered  unhesitatingly.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  we  moderns,  even  after 
Jesus  gave  us  the  Law  of  Love, 
still  seem  to  feel  that  it  is  quite 
proper  to  kill  enemies,  if  problems 
cannot  be  settled  peacefully. 

(7)  Thou  shall  nof  commit  adul¬ 
tery.  True  happiness  is  possible  on¬ 
ly  when  human  personality  is  held 
sacred  and  when  marriage  vows 
are  held  inviolate. 

(8)  Thou  shalt  not  steal.  There 
can  be  no  sense  of  security  or 
peaceful  relations  between  man 

■  and  man  unless  personal  property 
as  well  as  personality  is  properly 
respected.  To  rob,  steal  or  cheat 
makes'  proper  human  relationship 
impossible. 

(9)  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  wit¬ 
ness.  To  bear  false  witness  hurts  the 
one  who  lies  as  much  or  more  than 
it  does  the  one  against  whom  false 
witness  is  borne.  A  liar  is  one  of 
the  most  dangerous,  despicable 
characters  about.  He  is  without 
honor  and  soon  without  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  man. 

(10)  Thou  shalt  not  covet.  To  covet 
what  belongs  to  another,  if  the  de¬ 
sire  is  strong  enough,  could  lead  to 
the  breaking  of  either  or  all  of  the 
previous  four  commandments.  Co¬ 
vetousness,  even  if  it  does  not  lead 
to  violence,  can  cause  much  unhap¬ 
piness  for  those  who  covet. 

The  Ten  Commandments  were 
the  minimum  requirements  for 
pebple  back  in  the  day  of  Moses 
and  before.  It  developed,  as  with 
the  rich  young  ruler,  that  these 
commandments  could  be  scrupu¬ 
lously  kept  without  bringing  peace 
of  heart.  An  awakened  conscience 
could  not  but  feel  that  there  is 
more  to  vital  religion  than  is  im¬ 
plied  in  the  Ten  Commandments. 

Hence  it  was  that  Jesus  gave  us 
the  Law  of  Love.  He  said  that  on 
this  law,  loving  God  supremely 
and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves, 
“hang  all  the  law  and  the  pro¬ 
phets.”  All  problems  of  relation¬ 
ships  with  God  and  man  are  solved 
in  proportion  as  we  approach  the 
ideal  set  up  in  the  Law  of  Love. 
If  we  love  God  supremely,  we  will 
not  do  anything  which  we  know 
to  be  contrary  to  His  will,  and  we 
x  will  also  want  to  do  those  things 
which  we  believe  will  please  Him. 

If  we  love  our  neighbor  as  our¬ 
selves — and  this  includes  our 
neighbor  across  the  world  as  truly 
as  it  does  our  neighbor  across  the 
street — and  are  as  kind  and  con¬ 
siderate  of  our  neighbors  as  we  are 
of  ourselves,  all  chances  for  hard 
fellings  would  just  about  be  elimi¬ 
nated  since  we  seldom  really  have 
any  hard  feelings  for  ourselves. 

The  Ten  Laws  of  Life  in  today’s 
lesson  and  all  spiritual  laws  of  life 
are  embodied  in  the  Law  of  Love. 
In  following  this,  the  greatest  law, 
we  are  motivated  from  within 
rather  than  from  without 
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Meeting  Held  At 
Camp  Brewer 


At  left,  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Wilkes  and  Endman  Guitreau,  a  layman,  both  of  Gonzales, 
took  over  a  publication  in  the  book  room  set  up  at  the  Town  and  Country  Conference. 
At  far  right,  the  Rev.  Robert  Carter,  Covington,  chairman  of  the  town  and  country 
commission,  talks  with  Mrs.  E.  L.  McKay,  conference  director  of  children’s  work,  about 
another  book.  Mrs.  McKay,  of  Effie,  who  supervised  the  book  room  at  the  meeting,  said 
more  than  250  books  and  pieces  of  literature  were  displayed,  some  for  sale  and  others 
free. 


Fifth  Annual 
Ministers7  Retreat 
Held  At  Caney  Lake 

The  Fifth  Annual  Ministers’  Re¬ 
treat  of  the  Shreveport  District  was 
held  at  Caney  Lake,  September  24- 
25,  with  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  presiding  and  directing  the 
program.  The  theme  of  the  meeting 
was  Four  Years  of  Methodism. 

Four  areas  of  study  was  the  basis 
of  discussion:  Membership  and 
Evangelism;  Education;  Missions 
and  Finance. 

The  program  and  those  partici¬ 
pating  follows: 

Membership  and  Evangelism: 
Winning  Men  to  Christ  in  Our  Day 
Through  Gospel  Preaching,  Rev. 
Merlin  Merrill,  First  Church,  Mans¬ 
field;  Through  the  Christian  Wit¬ 
ness,  Rev.  George  Ross,  Caddo 
Heights,  Shreveport;  Through  Vis¬ 
itation,  Rev.  George  Harbuck, 
Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport. 

Education:  Educating  the  People 
for  Christian  Living  Through  What 
We  Read,  Rev.  Rupert  Coles,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Mooringsport; 
Through  Personal  Instruction,  Rev. 
Alfred  Brown,  First  Church,  Bossier 
City;  Through  the  Christian  Family, 
Rev.  Reuel  Allen,  First  Methodic 
Church,  Plain  Dealing;  Through 
Recreation,  Rev.  Jim  McLean,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College. 

Missions:  Extending  the  Kingdom 
in  the  Decade  Ahead,  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  executive  secretary,  Board 
of  Education,  Louisiana  Conference; 
The  Rising  God  of  Nationalism,  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes,  First  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port;  The  New  Strategy,  Rev.  Doug¬ 
las  McGuire,  Park  Avenue,  Shreve¬ 
port. 

Finance:  Personal  and  Kingdom 
Financing,  Tithing  as  a  Christian 
Principle,  Rev.  Beverly  Bond,  North 
Highlands,  Shreveport;  Living  With¬ 
in  Your  Income,  Rev.  A.  T.  Law, 
Greenwood;  The  Sacredness  of  a 
Pledge,  Rev.  L.  A.  Carrington,  First 
Church,  Benton;  The  Joint  Bank  Ac¬ 
count,  Rev.  Glen  Rorie,  Wynn  Me¬ 
morial  Church,  Shreveport;  Should 
Ministers  Expect  Reduction?,  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakeley,  Morningside 
Church,  Shreveport;  The  Romance 
°f  Selling  the  Laymen,  Rev.  Karl 
Tooke, 1  Director  of  Stewardship, 
Shreveport. 


Laymen's  Day  Set 
For  Oct.  21 

♦ 

Keeping  step  with  laymen  of  oth¬ 
er  major  Protestant  bodies,  Metho¬ 
dist  laymen  will  share  in  a  nation¬ 
wide  observance  of  Laymen’s  Day 
0n  Sunday,  Oct.  21. 

Theme  for  the  day,  selected  by 
the  Department  of  United  Church 
"fen  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  “The  Truth  Shall 
Make  You  Free.” 

A  Vernon,  Tex.,  newspaper  edi- 
“>r-  Ray  H.  Nichols,  has  prepared 
program  material  which  will  be 


Ground  Broken  For 
New  Church  At 
Plain  Dealing 

Ground-breaking  services  for  the 
new  Plain  Dealing  Methodist  Church 
were  held  recently  with  around  100 
members  present. 

Features  of  the  service  included  a 
reading  of  a  short  history  of  the 
church  by  Leon  Sanders,  Jr.,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Church  School.  The 
church  was  organized  in  1888  with 
fourteen  charter  members.  Of  this 
group,  only  Mrs.  Janie  Sanders 
Keith  of  Hosston,  La.,  survives. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Reuel  H.  Allen, 
recognized  the  two  members  holding 
the  longest  active  memberships  in 
the  church:  Mrs.  Roy  Bolinger, 


used7  in  Methodist  churches  across 
the  country.  Mr.  Nichols  has  been 
president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  for  the  past  12  years. 

In  urging  Methodist  men  every¬ 
where  to  share  fully  in  the  observy 
ance,  Robert  G.  Mayfield  of  Chica¬ 
go,  general  secretary  of  the  board, 
said: 

“The  General  Conference  recog¬ 
nizes  Laymen’s  Day  as  one  of  the 
most  significant  days  of  the  church 
.calendar  and  has  lifted  it  up  as 
one  of  the  special  days  to  be  ob¬ 
served  in  all  churches  across  the 
country.” 

Mr.  Mayfield  said  that  purposes 
of  Laymen’s  Day  include  the  enlist¬ 
ment  of  some  100,000  laymen 
throughout  Methodism  for  training 
and  inspiration  and  discovering 
within  the  lay  movement  thbse  men 
who  have  special  gifts  for  public 
speech  on  religious  subjects. 


whose  membership  dates  back  to 
1899,  and  Mrs.  Myrtice  Turnley,  who 
first  placed  her  membership  in  the 
church  in  1900. 

The  first  spades  of  dirt  were 
turned  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Adger,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service;  Clyde  Allums, 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  Clarke  Strayhan,  chairman 
of  the  Official  Board. 

Clyde  Lusk  is  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee.  Mrs.  Alton 
Keoun  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  planned  the  ground¬ 
breaking  service.  Other  members 
were  Mrs.  Alton  Keoun,  Mrs.  Arthur 
B.  Turnley,  Mrs.  Clyde  Allums  and 
Mrs.  Carter  McKinney. 

Work  is  now  progressing  on  the 
foundation  of  the  building.  When 
completed,  it  will  represent  an  in¬ 
vestment  of  approximately  $60,- 
000.00,  exclusive  of  furnishings.  It 
will  contain  four  Church  School 
rooms,  a  choir  room  and  a  pastor’s 
study,  with  space  provided  for  air- 
conditioning  equipment.  The  new 
building  will  seat  approximately  200 
people. 

Twelve  Methodist 
Missioners  Go  To 
Brazil 

Rev.  S.  B.  Wilford,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Paragould, 
and  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Williams,  pastor 
of  the  Gardner  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  North  Little  Rock,  are 
among  the  twelve  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  from  throughout  the  United 
States  who  will  leave  Miami,  Fla., 
October  18  for  a  month-long  evange¬ 
listic  mission  to  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Brazil  and  a  tour  of 


By  Georgia  McDonald 

Discussion  of  the  quadrennial  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church,  inspirational 
sermons,  and  informative  messages 
highlighted  the  second  annual  town 
and  country  meeting  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  at  Camp  Brewer, 
Oct.  1-3. 

Some  45  ministers  and  25  laymen 
and  laywomen  from  town  and  coun¬ 
try  churches  throughout  Louisiana 
Methodism  attended  the  three-day 
conference,  according  to  the  Rev. 
John  Sewell,  Franklinton,  secretary 
of  town  and  country  work  in  the 
conference.  The  Rev.  Robert  Carter, 
Covington,  chairman  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Commission,  termed 
the  session  as  very  successful.  “We 
were  particularly  happy  to  have  the 
laymen  present  for  this  year’s  meet¬ 
ing,”  he  said. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Sanders;  Baton  Rouge, 
director  of  the  Agricultural  Exten¬ 
sion  Division,  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  delivered  the  initial  address 
Monday  afternoon  on  the  “Value  of 
the  Individual.”  He  urged  Meth¬ 
odists  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  a  human  being  as  they 
deal  with  groups  and  work  with 
highly  organized  programs.  “Never 
forget  what  the  power  of  God  can 
do  with  one  human  life,”  Dr. 
Sanders  said. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Lake  Charles 
district  superintendent,  led  the  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  local  church  emphasis 
for  the  1956-60  quadrennium;  and 
Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Education,  spoke  on  the  emphasis 
on  higher  education.  Mrs.  Sue  Boyd- 
ston,  Centenary  College  represent¬ 
ative,  spoke  briefly  on  Centenary, 
an  institution  of  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odism. 

A  conference-wide  stewardship 
program  now  in  the  planning  stages 
was  outlined  by  the  Rev.  Karl 
Tooke,  Shreveport,  conference  di¬ 
rector  of  stewardship,  Monday  night, 
following  a  report  on  the  recent 
World  Methodist  Conference  hy  the 
Rev.  James  Harris,  Monroe  district 
superintendent. 

Tuesday  morning’s  worship  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Reuel 
Allen,  Plain  Dealing,  who  spoke  on 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Methodist  missions  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica. 

The  mission,  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  Methodist  Boards  of  Missions 
(New  York)  and  Evangelism  (Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.),  will  include  three 
weeks  of  evangelistic  teamwork 
with  Brazilian  ministers  and  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  to  Brazil.  The  vis¬ 
itors  will  preach  in  Brazilian 
churches  and  meet  with  laymen, 
ministers  and  missionaries  to  discuss 
evangelistic  techniques,  including 
(Continued  oh  page  9) 


American  Bible  Society  Publishes 
Bible  Translated  By  Methodist  Missionaries 


Methodist  Seminarians  are  .shown  the  recently  revised  Tshwa  Bible 
at  the  American  Bible  Society.  This  translation  was  largely  the  work  of 
Methodist  missionary,  Rev.  J.  A.  Persson.  The  Bible  will  be  used  in  South 
African  Methodist  missions. 

The  American  Bible  Society  contributed  $33,400  toward  this  transla¬ 
tion.  This  covered  the  cost  of  preparing  the  text  and  the  manufacture  of 
the  printing  plates. 


United  Church  Women 
Meet  In  New  York 

New  York  —  •  To  plan  the  far- 
•  flung  activities  for  civic,  national 
and  international  betterment  in 
which  some  10  million  church 
women  throughout  the  nation  are 
engaged,  400  state  chairmen  and 
other  leaders  of  United  Church 
Women  committees  frqm  48  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  con¬ 
vened  Monday,  October  1,  for  4- 
day  workshops  at  the  Hotel  New 
Yorker. 

Sessions  concluded  at  noon 
Thursday,  October  4. 

Once  every  three  years  state 
chairmen  with  other  state  officials 
of  UCW  join  with  UCW  national 
leaders  and  consultants  represent¬ 
ing  various  denominations,  inter¬ 
denominational  groups,  industry 
and  mass  communications  to  chart 
emphases  for  the  next  triennium. 

Seven  important  national  areas 
of  work  are  covered  by  the  chair¬ 
men  of  the  following  committees — 
Christian  Social  Relations,  Chris¬ 
tian  World  Relations,  Christian 
World  Mission,  Leadership  Educa¬ 
tion,  Finance,  Public  Relations  and 
The  Church  Woman  (official  organ 
of  United  Church  Women). 

The  groups  also  framed  impor¬ 
tant  recommendations  to  lay  before 
the  UCW  Executive  Committee  for 
action  when  it  convened  at  the 
close  of  the  committee  sessions  on 
Thursday  afternoon. 

United  Church  Women  is  a  gener¬ 
al  department  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Delegates  to  the  triennial  meet¬ 
ings  heard  denominational  and 
interdenominational  authorities  in 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Dr.  Sockman  Re-elected 
President  Board  Of 
World  Peace 

New  York  — ^  A  quidk  refresher 
course  in  international  affairs  was 
provided  for  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  World  Peace  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  quadrennial  reor¬ 
ganization  meeting  of  this  Meth¬ 
odist  agency  held  here  September 
24-25. 

Between  the  business  of  re¬ 
electing  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ralph  W. 
Sockman  of  New  York  as  the  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  board  and  arranging 
for  a  new  division  of  administra¬ 
tion  responsibility  for  the  execu¬ 
tives,  the  twenty-two  board  mem¬ 
bers  listened  to  four  world-known 
peace  leaders  and  lunched  at  the 
United  Nations.  \ 

All  speakers  paid  high  tribute  to 
the  contribution  made  to  interna- 
t  i  o  n  a  1  understanding  by  Dr. 
Charles  F.  Boss,  Jr.,  during  his 
twenty  years  as  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  Methodism’s1  peace  agency. 

Reference  was  made  to  his  status 
as“*^n  advisor  in  S'an  Francisco  at 
the  organization  of  the  U.  N.  and 
to  his  more  recent  establishment  of 
a  branch  office  of  the  Board  of 
World  Peace  in  the  shadow  of  the 
U.  N.  secretariat. 

Dr.  Clark  M.  Eichelberger,  exe¬ 
cutive  director  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  United  Nations, 
praised  the  church  for  its  consis¬ 
tent  'record  of  undergjrding  the 
U.  N. 

The  assistant  director  to  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United 
Nations,  Dr.  Andrew  W.  Cordier, 
touched  on  such  current  hot  spots 
as  the  Suez  and  the  Middle  East. 

Thee  underlying  functions  of  the 
Churches’  Commission  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  were  reviewed  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde,  its 
executive  director.  Cooperative  re¬ 


lationship  between  the  Board  and 
the  Department  of  State  were  re¬ 
ported  with  appreciation  in  a  mes¬ 
sage  from  Dr.  Harry  W.  Seamans 
of  Washington,  D..  C.,  Public  Liai¬ 
son  officer. 

Bishop  F.  Gerald  Epley  of  Des 
Moines  was  elected  vice  president 
of  the  Board;  the  Rev.  Lloyd  A. 
Gustafson,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cording  secretary;  and  the  Rev. 
Irvin  S.  Mortz,  a  staff  member  of 
the  Board  of  Pensions,  treasurer. 

Staff  associates,  Herman  Will, 
Jr.,  administrative  secretary,  and 
the  Rev.  Carl  D.  Soule,  field  secre¬ 
tary,  were  re-elected; 

A  new  administrative  plan  was 
adopted  designed  to  enable  Dr. 
Boss  to  give  full  time  to  represent¬ 
ing  The  Methodist  Church  in  its 
relations  with  the  American  As¬ 


sociation  for  the  United  Nations, 
the  Departments  of  International 
Affairs  of  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches,  and  in  other 
Washington  and  world-wide  con¬ 
nections.  His  new  title  will  be 
General  Secretary  for  Internation¬ 
al  Affairs.  Dr.  Boss  will  continue 
to  administer  the  total  program 
until  his  colleague  has  been  select¬ 
ed  and  announced.  Later  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  he  will  work  largely 
from  New  York. 

The  Board  is  seeking  a  co-exe¬ 
cutive  who  will  be  named  General1 
Secretary  for  Administration,  and 
Promotion.  He  will  be  in  charge  of  I 
the  headquarters  in  Chicago  and  j 
direct  the  program  of  peace  educa-  ' 
tion  within  the  denomination’s  or-  • 
ganizations  and  in  its  outreach  to 
local  churches. 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  REPORT  ON  CHURCH  SURVEY 


Washington,  D.C.  —  Initial  find¬ 
ings  of  the  First  nation-wide  sur¬ 
vey  since  1936  of  the  churches  and 
church  membership  of  all  faiths  by 
regional,  state  and  county  divisions 
were  announced  today  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

The  study  showed  that  four 
states  —  Rhode  Island,  Louisiana, 
South  Carolina  and  Mississippi  — 
lead  all  others  in  the  percentage 
of  people  with  church  affiliation. 
The  District  of  Columbia  ranked 
with  them. 

Four  other  states  trail  the  list. 
Nevada,  Oregon,  Washington,  and 
West  Virginio  apparently  have  the 
lowest  proportion  of  church  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  leaders  recorded  over  75  per 
cent  of  the  1950  white  population 
as  church-related  —  the  lowest 
states  less  than  45  per  cent.  The 
state  ranking  is  based  on  an  ad¬ 
justment  of  Protestant  figures  to 
compensate  for  the  fact  that  some 
denominations  do  not  count  chil¬ 
dren  as  members  by  contrast  with 
other  Protestant  groups,  Roman 
Catholics  and  Jews.  Negro  popula¬ 
tion  was  subtracted  because  most 
large  Negro  church  groups  were 
not  reported. 

Topmost  among  the  leaders  were 
Louisiana,  South  Carolina  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  have  a 
ratio  of  church  members  over  80 
per  cent. 

Oregon  ranked  lowest  of  all,  with 
only  32.2  per  cent  of  its  white  re¬ 
sidents  calculated  as  church  af¬ 


filiated. 

The  findings  were  laid  before  the 
250-member  policy-making  Gene¬ 
ral  Board  sof  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  on  the  opening  day  of 
its  two-day  quarterly  business 
-meeting  at  the  Willard  Hotel  here. 

The  report  released  today  covers 
the  first  portion  of  a  detailed  study 
that  eventually  will  produce  de- 
nominational  information  t  on 
church  affiliation  by  counties 
throughout  the  nation  and  relate  it 
to  socio-economic  factors,  said  Dr. 
Lauris  B.  Whitman,  New  York, 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Council’s  Bureau  of '  Research  and 
Survey. 

“The  nation  has  had  nothing  like 
it  since  the  year  1936,”  he  said, 
“when  the  census  of  religious 
bodies  was  taken  by  the  U.S.  Bu¬ 
reau  of  the  Census.  No  similar 
comprehensive  study  has  been 
made  in  the  20  year  interim.” 

The  findings  were  presented 
jointly  to  the  General  Board  by  Dr. 
Whitman  and  Dr.  Glen  W.  Trimble, 
New  York,  field  research  director 
of  the  council  bureau. 

The  church  distribution  study,  as 
it  is  known,  reveals  that  36  states 
are  predominantly  Protestant,  while 
in  12  states  the  majority  of  church 
members  reported  are  affiliated 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
The  most  heavily  Protestant  area 
is  in  the  South  —  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  —  and  in  Utah, 
home  base  of  the  Church  of  Latter 
Day  Saints  (Mormons).  , 


Roman  Catholic  majorities 
among  the  religious  bodies  report¬ 
ing  are  found  in  the  North  East, 
South  West,  and  Louisiana 

In  ten  of  the  $6  states  which  are 
predominantly  protectant,  mem¬ 
bers  of  these  groups  account  for 
more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  In  the  12  states  showing  a 
Roman  Catholic  majority,  the  total 
number  of  Catholics  is  less  than 
50  per  cent  of  the  population,  with 
the  exception  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
this  state  60  per  cent  of  the  1950 
population  was  reported'to  be  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

The  findings  reported  today  are 
continued  in  the  first  four  of  80 
bulletins  that  will  comprise  the  en¬ 
tire  survey.  The  remaining  76  will 
be  released  over  the  next  few 
months. 

For  the  entire  nation  the  division 
of  church  members  among  major 
faith  groups,  as  distinct  from  their 
relation  to  population,  shows  Pro¬ 
testants  reported  as  53  per  cent  of 
the  total,  Roman  Catholics  as  40 
per  cent,  Jewish  constituents  as  six 
per  cent. 

The  Roman  Catholic  average 
membership  per  church  -was  also 
found  to  be  much  larger  than  for 
Protestant  churches. 

“In  computing  average  member¬ 
ship,”  the  report  said,  “there  is  a 
sharp  contrast  between  the  Cath¬ 
olic  national  average  of  1,884  mem¬ 
bers  per  church,  and  the  Protestant 
average  of  240.  This  would  be 


slightly  modified  by  the  fact  that 
many  Protestant  groups  count  as 
members  only  those  confirmed  at 
14  years  or  older,  while  Roman 
Catholics  baptized  infants.” 

The  adjusted  ranking  shows  that 
in  27  states  more  than  60  per  cent  of 
the  population  is  affiliated  with 
churches.  By  areas,  the  Middle 
Atlantic,  Southern  and  West  North 
Central  states  generally  show  high 
church  membership  in  proportion 
to  population. 

“Mobility  and  sparse  population, 
together  or  separately,  probably 
affect  the  situation  on  the  Pacific, 
in  the  mountain  states  (except 
Utah),  and  in  northern  New  Eng-  | 
land  and  Florida,”  the  report  stat¬ 
ed.  “Explanation  for  the  situation  : 
in  Michigan,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  in 
Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  is  : 
more  obscure.  State  average  tend  , 
to  obscure  county  differences  and  I 
these  will  be  analyzed  in  later 
state-by-county  bulletins,”  the  re¬ 
port  said.  These  areas  reported  a 
relatively  low  church  membership 
of  between  45  and  60  jier  cent. 

The  year  1952  provided  the  sur¬ 
vey  1  figures,  since  statistics  f°r 
that  year  were  the  latest  available 
at  the  beginning  of  the  study,  Dr. 
Whitman  said.  The  study  did  not 
purport  to  be  a  census,  he  em- 
hasized,  or  a  door-to-door  and 
head  count.  Rather  it  was  a  compi" 

1  a  t  i  o  n  and  analysis  based  on 
figures  provided  by  114  religi°uS 
bodies. 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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A  Kindergarten 


By  EMIL. PAUL  JOHN 
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Linz,  Austria 


Children  at  play  in  the  new  kindergarten,  Linz,  Austria. 


HE  unusual  ways  of  Ernst  Nausner  have 
produced  another  Methodist  marvel  in  Up¬ 
per  Austria. 

The  54-year-old  pastor  of  the  Caravan 
Methodist  Church  in  Linz  has  taken  an  old 
refugee  barracks  and  a  sick  city  dump  and 
worked  them  into  the  first  school  and  play¬ 
ground  ever  owned  and  run  by  The  Methodist 
Church  in  this  area.  He  dedicated  the  school  in 
September,  1956. 

The  school  isn’t  big;  just  a  kindergarten, 
capable  of  caring  for  30  children  from  three  to 
six  years  old.  But  the  story  of  its  growth  re¬ 
minds  one  of  Jesus’  parable  about  the  mustard  . 
seed  .  .  .  from  this  little  seed  grows  a  kinder¬ 
garten  where  children  build  their  block-houses. 

Nausner’s  seed  was  the  barracks  and  the 
dump.  He  had  nothing  else  except  his  unusual 
ways,  which  critics  have  been  attacking  for  many 
years.  They  called  him  a  “lucky  fool”  when  his 
gamble  on  a  pile  of  rubble  led  to  a  $40,000  church 
and  parsonage.  And  they  washed  their  hands  of 
any  responsibility  for  the  kindergarten,  which 
the  practical  knew  could  never  exist  on  a  sound 
basis. 

But  Nausner  seems  to  run  best  on  a  track 
muddy  with  fear  and  doubt.  While  others  chewed 
fingernails,  he  hurled  his  heart  into  action  that 
caused  the  following  to  take  place  in  the  years 
1954-56: 

1.  When  the,  Danube  River  overflows,  leav¬ 
ing  thousands  homeless,  Nausner  asks  govern¬ 
ment  for  rent  of  city  dump  where  he  can  erect 
a  wooden  barracks  as  shelter  for  flood  victims. 
Government  agrees.  World  Council  of  Churches 
gives  $1,009  to  erect  and  repair  barracks. 

2.  Rapid  settlement  growth  in  neighborhood 
and  necessity  for  both  parents  to  work  leaves 
many  children  wandering  unguided  around 
streets  and  fields.  So  Nausner  asks  government 
to  sell  city  dump  to  church  for  use  as  playground 
and  kindergarten  for  such  children.  Government 
agrees  and  offers  dump  at  one-fourth  normal 
price  ($2,000). 

3.  No  money  available  to  buy  city  dump. 
Nausner  asks  help  from  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief.  MCOR  agrees. 

4.  500  truckloads  of  earth  needed  to  fill  20- 
foot  deep  cavity  of  city  dump.  Task  accomplish¬ 
ed  in  two  years  at  cost  of  $60 — which  represents 
tips  to  truck  drivers  who  unloaded  there  instead^ 
of  in  river. 

5.  195$  Methodist  Caravan  from  North 
Carolina  Conference  levels  foundation  for  out- 
dopr  basketball  court  and  builds  fence  around 
playground. 

6.  Flood  victims,  now  more  than  year  in 
barracks,  refuse  to  move  out.  Nausner,  as  re¬ 
spectable  pastor,  cannot  throw  them  out,  so  asks 
government,  to  find  them  new  homes.  Govern¬ 
ment  agrees  and  transfers  victims  to  new  settle¬ 
ment. 

7.  January,  1956:  No  more  funds.  Nausner 
convinces  firms  to  advance  necessary  construc¬ 
tion  materials  on  credit.  All  work  to  be'  done  by 
volunteers  from  congregation  and  neighborhood. 

8.  Two  men  from  congregation  tear  out 


walls  and  convert  small  rooms  of  barracks  into 
two  large  rooms  (for  play  and  dinner),  kitchen, 
dressing  room,  washroom  and  office.  Armenian 
refugee,  unable  to  find  employment  because  he 
has  tuberculosis,  helps  lay  new  floors.  Tvj§o  boys 
from  MYF  install  plastic  floor  covering  for  play¬ 
room  and  kitchen. 

9.  Refugees  in  Austrian  trade  school  run  by 
World  Council  of  Churches  make  furniture  and 
present  it  to  kindergarten. 

10.  Accidental  trip  to  Vienna  leads  to  half- 
hour  chat  in  airport  terminal  with  Bishop  A. 
Raymond  Grant  of  Portland  (Oregon)  Area. 
Bishop  hears  of  plans  for  playground  and  kinder¬ 
garten.  Two  months  later  $500  arrives  from 
Portland  Area  for  building  outdoor  basketball 
court. 

11.  Firm  lays  asphalt  for  court,  but  money 
not  enough  to  buy  iron  construction  for  baskets 
and  backboards  (cost:  $200  retail).  Neighborhood 
Austrian  boy,  a  metal-Worker,  makes  iron  con¬ 
struction  at  cost  of  $16. 

12.  Work  group  of  37  American  Methodists, 
sent  out  by  General  Board  of  Missions'  student 
department,  takes  over  with  Austrian  MYF  for 
three  weeks  in  July,  1956.  They  level  rest  of 
playground,  complete  fence,  paint  wall  pictures 
in  playroom  and  dining  room,  finish  basketball 
court  and  lawn  in  front  of  kindergarten. 

13.  1956  Methodist  Caravan  from  North 
Carolina  Conference  plants  grass  for  playground 
and  completes  gravel  walks  and  interior  paint¬ 
ing. 

14.  One  week  before  dedication  neighbor¬ 
hood  boys,  once  wandering  delinquents  and  now 
corraled  on  the  basketball  court,  help  build  and 
paint  gates  for  playground  fence.  Work  com¬ 
pleted  Saturday  morning,  four  hours  before 
dedication. 

That’s  how  the  kindergarten  and  playground 
came  to  life.  Nausner  knew  he  had  no  promise 
of  receiving  funds  for  the  work;  but  he  knew, 
too,  that  if  his  own  people  labored  freely  and 
happily  on  the  project,  help  would  come  at  the 
right  time. 

Help  did  come: 

From  summer  Junior  church  camps  ($94)  in 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  where  an  Aus¬ 
trian  girl  studying  in  the  United  States  talked 
about  the  kindergarten. 

From  the  North  Carolina  caravaners  ($100) 
and  from  85  Vacation"  Church  Schools  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  whose  1956  summer 
offerings  netted  $790  for  the  kindergarten. 

From  the  girls  of  Wesleyan  College,  Macon, 
Georgia,  (472)  who  heard  the  story  from  Miss 
Mary  Bethea,  co-counselor  of  the  1955  Caravan. 

And  from  the  Seaford  Methodist  Church  of 
Long  Island  ($280),  through  Rev.  Garfield  H. 
Thompson. 

City  and  school  officials  in  Linz  who  in¬ 
spected  the  kindergarten  and  addressed  the  dedi¬ 
cation  audience  estimated  that  the' job  of  build¬ 
ing  the  playground  and  converting  the  barracks 
into  the  seven-room  kindergarten  had  cost  $12,- 
000.  Nausner  reported  that  through  the  volun¬ 
tary  labor  of  his  congregation  and  visiting  Amer¬ 


ican  work  groups,  the  cost  was  only  $3,000. 

Some  people  still  shake  their  heads  at  Naus¬ 
ner’s  unusual  ways.  They  worry  about  how  the 
salaries  of  the  two  Methodist  young  women  who 
teach  at  the  kindergarten  will  be  paid  for  .  .  . 
the  food  and  Coal  bill  .  .  .  the  outdoor  playground 
equipment.  And  they  count  to  ten  when  Nausner 
tells  them  of  next  year’s  plan  to  build  a  wading 
pool  on  the  playground. 

But  those  w-ho  know  Nausner  best  learn  two 
things:  first,  that  they  should  call  him  “Papa”; 
seccnd,  that  his  “unusual  ways”  are  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  the  faith  which  Jesus  urged  his 
disciples  to  possess. 

That's  how  the  city  dump  got  a  face  lifting. 


Basketball  Star  To  Go  As 
Missionary 

Robert  A.  Clayton,  a  former  All-Indiana  high 
school  basketball  star  and  three  years  a  basket¬ 
ball  letterman  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Tex.,  is  one  of  38  young  men  and  women 
who  will  leave  this  country*soon  to  begin  three 
years  as  missionaries  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bovard 
Clayton,  1100  Douglas,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  will 
go  to  Hawaii  to  work  with  Methodist  youth. 
Since  June  26  he  and  others  in  the  group  have 
been  taking  an  orientation  course  in  missions  and 
x  missionary  work  at  the  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers,  Nashville,  Tenn.  The*  course 
will  end  August  5. 

Most  of  the  group  are  1956  college  graduates 
and/ will  serve  in  Japan,  Korea,  Hawaii,  South¬ 
east  Asia  and  Latin  America.  In  Hawaii  Mr.  Clay¬ 
ton  will  serve  under  the  Division  of  National 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

Throughout  his  high  school  career  at  New 
Albany,  Ind.,  a  suburb  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  Mr. 
Clayton  was  a  star  basketball  player  and  was 
named  to  the  All-Indiana  high  school  squad  in 
his  senior  year. 

After  a  quarter  at  Northwestern  University, 
Mr.  Clayton  transferred  to  S.  M.  U.  and  lettered 
for  three  years  on  the  Mustang  basketball  team. 
He  alternated  at  center  and  forward.  -In  his 
third  season,  1954-55,  the  S.  M.  U.  quintet  won 
the  Southwest  Conference  championship  and  had 
a  composite  record  of  15  wins  and  8  losses. 

Though  he  vfc'ent  to  high  school  in  Indiana, 
Mr.  Clayton  was  born  at  Eldorado,  Ill.,  and  lived 
most  of  his  early  life  near  there.  He  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  S.  M.  U.  last  spring  with  a  bachelor 
of  science  degree  in  education.  College  activ¬ 
ities,  in  addition  to  basketball,  included  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  and  youth  work  at 
a  chapel  in  west  Dallas.  For  one  summer  he 
worked  at  a  Methodist  children’s  home  in  Waco, 
Tex.  He  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Albany. 
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Editorials: 


WHICH  ANCHORS  VOUR  SOUL  ? 


'Veterans'  Qroups  £xtend~f{ands 
Of  friendship  ! 

AT  this  season  of  the  year  when  our  thoughts  are  being  directed 
beyond  the  borders  of  our  own  nation  and  we  are  asked 
to  think  about  World  Community  Day,  World  Methodism, 
and  the  United  Nations,  we  would  like  to  pass  along  a-  story  as 
reported  by  World  Around  Press,  that  points  out  the  sense  of 
world  citizenship  that  is  developing  in  the  experiences  of  many 
individuals  and  groups. 

The  release  relates  that  “At  the  assembly  of  the  World  Vet¬ 
erans  Federation  held  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  this  summer,  when 
applications  for  membership  were  proposed,  an  American  delegate 
Was  the  first  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  Japanese  Disabled  Veterans 
Association  “Not  long  ago,”  he  said,  “the  United  States  was  at 
war  with  Japan.  We  now  welcome  unreservedly  our  enemies  of 
yesterday.  An  Australian  seconded  the  nomination,  saying:  “De¬ 
spite  past  hostility  and  bitterness,  my  delegation  will  welcome  the 
Japanese  veterans  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  international  under¬ 
standing.” 

application  of  the  Japanese  Association  was  ratified  un¬ 
animously  after  delegates  from  the  Phillippipes  and  Mexico  ex¬ 
pressed  the  same  point  of  view.  The  French  delegation  was  the 
first  to  declare  itself  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  veterans  from  the 
South  Vietnam,  and  the  Indonesians  expressed  approval  of  the 
admission  of  former  non-commissioned  officers  who  had  served 
in  the  Dutch  Indies,  and  had  been  engaged  in  furious  battles  against 
the  Indonesians  in  the  war  of  liberation.” 

Veterans  organizations,  as  a  group,  are  not  generally  known 
as  ardent  internationalists,  but  tend  toward  a  nationalistic  point 
of  view  supported  largely  by  an  expanded  military  program.  Here 
is  splendid  evidence  of  grounds  for  hope  that  a  new  day  is  grad¬ 
ually  dawning  in  international  relations.  If  men  who  have  per¬ 
sonally  known  the  experience  of  combat  can  be  big  enough  to 
join  hands  with  those  against  whom  they  have  engaged  in  com¬ 
bat,  surely  those  who  shared,  in  other  ways,  in  the  same  war 
efforts  can  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  and  understanding  in 
a  like  manner. 


c? Wore  c&hdn  Just  cZAnother  Organization 

THE  Church  is  more  than  just  another  organization,  a  fact 
that  church  members  too  often  forget.  The  Church’s  future, 
present  opportunities,  available  resources,  possible  leadership, 
and  program  itself  are  very  often  considered  in  something  of  the 
same  objective  view  that  would  be  taken  when  viewing  these  same 
matters  in  any  organization.  The  net  result  is  something  lacking 
which  is  the  margin  that  differentiates  the  church  from  other 
organizations — its  divine  element. 

Without  the  thread  of  the  divine  in  the  pattern  of  the  Church’s 
history,  the  Church  would,  of  course,  be  just  another  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  doubtless  long  ago  would  have  suffered  the  same  fate 
that  inevitably  comes  to  human  organizations,  even  empires  and 
kingdoms.  But  because  of  this  peculiar  uniqueness  of  the  Church, 
as  a  visible  expression  of  God’s  concern  for  needy  mankind,  the 
Church  continues  as  infinitely  more  than  just  another  institution. 
Indeed,  it  claims  unqualified  devotion  of  all  men.  No  other  organi¬ 
zation  has  the  right  to  claim  a  person’s  total  allegiance,  and  no 
other  institution  can  give  so  much  in  return  for  such  allegiance. 

<t Activity  In  ^he  “T>ear  ‘Ten” 

DURING  the  World  Series,  just  closed,  we  frequently  heard 
the  comment  by  the  announcers  covering  the  series,  for 
television  and  radio,  “There  is  activity  in  the  ‘Bull  Pen’.” 
This  ejffression  means,  as  baseball  fans  readily  recognize,  that 
some  unusual,  generally  troublesome  situation  has  arisen  on  the 
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playing  field  that  makes  a  change  of  pitchers  probable  and  some¬ 
times  advisable.  Hence  a  relief  pitcher  is  “warming  up”  in  the 
“Bull  Pen.” 

Reports  out  of  Yugoslavia  and  Russia,  for  the  past  few  days, 
indicate  that  there  is  “activity  in  the  Russian  ‘Bear  Pen’.”  First 
we  have  Khrushchev  visiting  Tito  in  Belgrade.  It  was  first  re¬ 
ported  that  he  was  simply  on  a  “vacation.”  After  a  few  days -in 
conference  at  Brioni,  Tito’s  island  retreat  in  the  Adriatic,  both 
Khrushchev  and  Tito  flew  to  a  Russian  resort  on  the  Black  Sea. 
This  also,  at  first,  was  labeled  as  a  “vacation”  trip  for  both  Khrush¬ 
chev  and  Tito.  When  other  Russian  leaders  began  to  move  in  on 
the  Black  Sea  neighborhood  for  conferences,  it  was  plainly  evident 
that  the  “activities  in  the  Bear  Pen”  were  anything  but  a  vaca¬ 
tion. 

/ 

Out  of  Belgrade  came  thei  announcement  which  indicates  that 
the  meeting  of  minds  of  Russian  and  Yugoslavian  leaders  on  the 
Black  Sea  is  the  result  of  a  difference  in  minds  in  Russia.  Khrush¬ 
chev  seems  to  be  in  trodble  at  two  points.  (1)  There  seems  to  be 
a  faction  of  important  leaders  in  Russia  that  looks  with  disfavor 
on  Khrushchev’s  down-grading  of  Stalin.  That  could  mean  serious 
trouble  for  somebody.  (2)  There  are  those  in  Russia,  also,  who 
disapprove  of  the  new  freedom  being  exercised  by  some  of  the 
bordering  satellites,  as  a  result  of  the  slackening  of  the  lines  of 
discipline  by  Khrushchev  and  others. 

Without  question,  both  of  these  situations  pose  a  threat  to 
Russian  unity  and  power.  The  down-grading,  de-masking  of  Stalin, 
for  what  he  was,  by  Russian  leaders,  has  had  a  demoralizing  effect 
on  Communism  throughout  the  world.  To  follow  the  new  line 
required  an  “about  face’^  for  Russian  propaganda,  not  only  in 
Russia,  but  around  the  world.  Many  communist  leaders  have  been 
unwilling  or  unable  to  make  such  a  radical  change.  This  seems 
to  be  one  cause  for  the  present  trouble. 

The  new  breath  of  freedom  which  some  of  the  satellites  have 
had  as  a  result  of  a  more  lenient  attitude  by  Moscow  is  even  more 
dangerous.  The  riots  in  Puznan,  Poland  are  an  example  of  the 
danger  Russia  faces.  Stronger  discipline  now  could  mean  greater 
revolutions  and  greater  freedom  could  bring  a  break-up  in  the 
Soviet  block. 
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Training  School 
At  Lake  Vista 
Church 

Church  school  workers  from  29 
Methodist  churches  in  the  greater 
New  Orleans  area  are  attending 
the  annual  City-wide  Training 
School  for  Church  Workers,  Oct.  8 
through  12,  at  the  Lake  Vista 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 

Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  the  church,  is  serving  as  dean 
for  the  school.  The  Lake  Vista 
Church  is  acting  as  host  to  the  an¬ 
nual  training  school  for  the  first 
time  in  its 'history,  leaders  report. 

Instructors  for  the  training 
school,  which  opens  at  7:00  each 
evening,  include  Dr.  Arthur  West, 
Chicago,  Ill.;  Dr.  James  Upton, 
Conway,  Ark.;  Rev.  E.  B.  Emme¬ 
rich  and  Mrs.  Emmerich,  Lake 
Charles,  La.,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bates, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  and  Mrs.  John 
Carter,  Ocean  Springs,  Miss. 

Dr.  West  is  associate  director  of 
the  Commission  on  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Methodist  Information. 

A  veteran  journalist  and  an  or¬ 
dained  minister,  he  is  directing  the 
course  in  “Public  Relations  in  the 
Local  Church.” 

Dr.  James  Upton,  professor  of 
Bible  at  Hendrix  College  in  Con¬ 
way,  Ark.;  will  .direct  the  sessions 
on  “Teaching  Youth.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Emmerich,  now 
pastor  of  the  University  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  is 
a  former  pastor  of  Parker  Memori¬ 
al  Methodist  in  New  Orleans  and 
served  for  five  years  as  an  agri¬ 
cultural  missionary  in  Korea.  At 
the  training  school,  he  is  serving 
as  instructor  for  the  course,  “Help¬ 
ing  Adults  Learn.”  His  wife,  a 
graduate  of  Centenary  and  pre¬ 
sently  educational  assistant  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Emmerich,  is  teaching  the 
sessions  on  “Plan  of  the  Church  for 
Primary  Children.” 

Mrs.  Bates,  director  of  Children’s 
Work  for  the  Little  Conference 
Board  of  Education,  is  instructing 
in  “Plans  of  the  Church  for  Kin¬ 
dergarten  Children.”  Mrs.  Carter  is 
teaching  the  course  on  “Plans  of 
the  Church  for  Junior  Children.” 

A  study  hall  for  school  children 
is  provided  at  the  church  during 
the  sessions,  and  a  nursery  is  being 
provided  for  small  children. 

Dr.  Virgil  Morris,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  Methodist  Church,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  managers  for 
the  school,  and  Edgar  Cayard  is 
treasurer. 

The  school  is  held  under  the 
direction  of  the  department  of 
leadership  education  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  also  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Education,  of  which  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane  is  executive  secretary. 


A  $500,000  “Grand  Auditorium,” 
said  to  be  the  largest  in  South  Ko¬ 
rea,  has  been  dedicated  on  the 
campus  of  Ewha  Woman’s  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Seoul  in  honor  of  two 
Methodist  bishops,  one  Korean  and 
one  American.  Dedicated  as  a  part 
of  the  seventieth  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  at  the  Methodist-sponsored 
university,  the  auditorium  will  seat 
3,500  of  Ewha’s  4,800  students.  The 
bishops  in  whose  names  the  build¬ 
ing  was  dedicated  are  Bishop 
Herbert  Welch  of  New  York,  at  93 
the  senior  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Bishop  J.  S.  Ryahg, 
first  bishop  of  the  Korean  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 


CONVERT  FROM  BUDDHISM  ENROLLS  AT  CENTENARY 


MARGARET  McDONALD 


A  Japanese  student  converted 
to  Christianity  against  the 
wishes  of  her  Buddhist  par¬ 
ents  is  among  the  coeds  at 
Centenary  College  this  year. 

She  is  Miss  Mimori  Urakami,  23, 
who  was  a  student  of  Miss  Gret- 
chen  Elston,  Centenary  graduate 
of  1948  and  former  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Japan,  at  the  Kwassui 
Women’s  College  in  bomb-torn 
Nagasaki. 

Miss  Elston  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Elston  of  32  Wall  St.,  Shreve¬ 
port,  are  acting  as  sponsors  for 
the  dark-eyed  Japanese  coed  and 
financed  her  trip  to  the  United 
States.  Miss  Urakami  is  making  her 
home  with  them  during  her  years 
at  Centenary. 

Miss  Elston,  who  went  on  from 
Centenary  to  earn  her  master’s  de¬ 
gree  at  Tulane  University,  New 
Orleans,  taught  at  Kwassui  Wom¬ 
en’s  College  from  1951  to  1955.  She 
plans  to  remain  in  Shreveport  only 
until  Miss  Urakami  is  comfortably 
settled  and  acquainted  with  «the 
city.  Then  she  will  complete  ad¬ 
vanced  studies  in  theology,  Japa¬ 
nese  literature  and  history,  English 
and  religion  at  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity  in  New  York  preparatory  to 
returning  to  her  post  in  Japan. 

Meanwhile,  Miss  Urakami,  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  junior  student  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  is  studying  religion,  history 
and  English  in  anticipation  of  the 
day  when  she  can  return  to  her 
native  land  as  a  teacher.  Actually, 
she  already  has  had  teaching  ex¬ 
perience  at  a  junior  high  school 
in  Kumanmoto  Prefecture  on  the 
island  of  Amakusa,  but  she  dis¬ 
counts  this  with  a  shrug  of  her 
petite  shoulders: 

“In  Japan,  anyone  who  can 
speak  a  little  English  is  considered 
qualified  to  teach  it,”  she  laughs. 
“I  know  that  I  need  to  learn  more 
before  I  can  be  a  good  teacher. 
That  is  why  I  am  here.” 

Miss  Urakami  plans  to  become  a 
member  of  Noel  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport  and 
says  she  is  looking  forward  to  the 
fellowship  of  other  Christians 
there. 

“I  was  the  only  Protestant 
Christian  among  the  6,000,  people 
in  my  native  village  on  Amakusa 
Island,”  she  explains.  “Each  Sun¬ 
day  I  had  to  worship  alone.  Some¬ 
times  friends  of  mine  who  had  ex¬ 
pressed  an  interest  in  Christianity 
would  come  to  sing  hymns  with 
me,  but  there  was  no  church  in 
which  to  worship  and  no  congrega¬ 
tion  with  whom  to  share  and  dis¬ 
cuss  my  new  beliefs.” 

The  Japanese  girl  says  her  father 
is  a  lumberman  and  shipbuilder  in 
Japan,  while  her  mother  inherited 
a  beautiful  hotel,  which  the  family 
operates.  However,  both  had  been 
raised  in  the  Buddhist  faith  and 
regarded  Christianity  as  “a  foreign 
religion”.  Only  from  her  brother, 
Hiroshi,  did  Miss  Urakami  receive 
sympathetic  understanding  when 
she  embraced  Christianity! 

“He  felt  I  should  be  allowed  to 
worship  as  I  pleased,”  she  recalls. 
“My  parents,  who  are  conserva¬ 
tive  like  most  people  in  my  village, 
were  afraid  of  what  their  friends 
would  say.  They  were  suspicious 
of  Christianity  because  they  did 
not  understand  it.  They  no  longer 
oppose  me  in  the  practice  of  my 
faith,  but  do  not  approve.”' 

Miss  Urakami’s  religious  beliefs 
were  crystalized  at  Kwassui,  a 


(Photo  by  Edward  Deese) 


Christian  convert  from,  the  Buddhist  faith  of  her  parents  is  Miss  Mimori 
Urakami,  right,  shown  conferring  with  C.  A.  Hickcox,  dean  of  students  at 
Centenary  College,  where  she  now  is  enrolled  as  a  junior  student.  Miss 
Gretchen  Elston  of  Shreveport,  left,  former  missionary  to  Japan  and  one¬ 
time  teacher  of  Miss  Urakami  at  Kwassui  Women’s  College  in  Nagasaki, 
looks  on  as  Dean  Hickcox  outlines  a  course  of  study  for  Miss  Urakami. 


HOLDS  CHINESE  CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS  NAIVE  ON 
COMMUNISTS 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —Some 
Christian  leaders  in  Communist 
China  are  taking  a  naive  vie''1  of 
that  government’s  treatment  of  re¬ 
ligion,  a  high-ranking  American 
Protestant  church  official  said  here. 

Dr.  Roy  G.  Ross,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  cited  “rather  astonishing 
interpretations  of  the  church  situa¬ 
tion”  in  China  made  by  Anglican 
Bishop  K.  H.  Ting  of  Chekiang. 

He  said  the  Chinese  bishop  told 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Central  Committee  in  August  that 
there  had  not  been  any  “suppression 
of  free  expression  of  religious  con¬ 
viction”  in  China  since  1952  and 
that  churches  there  “are  free '  to 
form  their  proper  function.” 

“These  statements  overlook  facts 
from  persons,  in  whom  we  have 
confidence,  which  directly  contra¬ 
dict  much  of  what  Bishop  Ting 
says,”  Dr.  Ross  said. 

He  addressed  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil’s  General  Board  at  its  quarterly 
meeting. 

Church  leaders  in  China  are  in 
their  present  position,  he  said,  be¬ 
cause  they  have  “developed  con¬ 
cepts  of  religion  and  the  Church 
which  place  a  gulf  between  religion 
and  life  or  under  which  they  con¬ 
ceive  of  Marxism  as  the  judgment 
of  God  on  the  Christian  movement 
and  His  way  of  bringing  ‘the  good 
life.’  ” 

Christian  college  supported  by  the 
church.  When  she  completed  her 
education  there,  she  determined 
that  her  advanced  studies  should 
be  taken  at  a  Christian  institution, 
too. 

“I  am  grateful  to  Miss  Elston  for 
telling  me  of  Centenary  College 
and  for  bringing  me  here,”  she 
says  shyly.  “Centenary  has  given 
me  a  scholarship,  a  chance  to  prac¬ 
tice  my  Christianity  with  other 
Christians  and  an  opportunity  to 
learn  things  that  will  help  my  peo- 
-ple  later.”  v 


PARSONETTES  OF 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
MEET 

The  Parsonettes  of  the  Monroe 
District  met  on  September  27  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Del¬ 
hi.  The  president,  Marcella  Tatum, 
presided  over  the  meeting. 
Twenty-seven  members  answered 
roll  calL 

Yearbooks  were  distributed  and - 
a  word  of  appreciation  was  given 
to  the  president  for  her  drawings 
furnished  for  the  yeabook’s  cover. 
The  secretary  was  asked  to  write 
a  letter  of  appreciation  to  Rev. 
Lael  Jones  for  the  printing  of  the 
yearbooks. 

The  year’s  program  on  the  theme 
Take  a  Look  at  the  Parsonage” 
was  presented.  It  was  agreed  that 
a  nursery  would  be  provided  for 
the  months  of  December  and 
March,  these  months  being  a  joint 
meeting  with  the  ministers. 

Following  adjournment  a  cover¬ 
ed  dish  luncheon  was  served. 

Mrs.  James  Harris  led  in  a  period 
of  group  singing,  A  quartet,  com¬ 
posed  of  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Janelle 
McCammon,  Rev.  L.  S.  Jones  and 
Lillie  Mae  Pomeroy,  accompanied 
by  Margaret  Boddie,  sang  “The 
Ninety  and  Nine.”  Another  quartet, 
composed  of  Rev.  James  Harris, 
Cora  Harris,  Rev.  Ralph  Cain  and 
Margaret  Boddie,  accompanied  by 
Janelle  McCammon,  sang  “Spirit  of 
God,  Descend  Upon  My  Heart.” 
Rev.  I.  A.  Patton,  Sr.,  and  Rev.  E. 
M.  Mouser  spoke  briefly. 

Hostesses  were  MAy  Wineinger, 
Kitty  Wallace,  Mary  Dampier,  and 
Priscilla  McCann. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Rayville  parsonage  on  Octo¬ 
ber  1  with  Mamie  Milton  leading 
the  program  on  “Look  at  the  Par- 
sonette  as  a  Home-Maker.”— Polly 
Jones,  Reporter. 
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A  MEMORIAL  TO  DR.  S.  D.  MOREHEAD 


A  beautiful  concourse  will  be  con¬ 
structed  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  in  memory  of  the  late  Dr. 
S.  D.  Morehead,  who  devoted  vir¬ 
tually  all  of  his  adult  life  to  the 
institution. 

Campus  beautification  was  one  of 
the  principal  interests  of  Dr.  More¬ 
head,  who  served  as  administrative 
assistant  and  director  of  alumni  re¬ 
lations  for  Centenary  at  the  time  of 
his  death  two  years  ago. 

The  Centenary  Alumni  Associ¬ 
ation,  headed  by  Burl  Sullivan  of 
Shreveport,  is  sponsoring  the  proj¬ 
ect.  Plans  have  been  drawn  by 
Leonard  Riggs,  landscape  architect 
from  Longview,  Tex.,  and  son  of  the 
Rev.  Sam  Riggs,  retired  Methodist 
minister,  who  once  rang  the  Cente¬ 
nary  bell  daily  when  the  college 
was  located  in  Jackson  during  its 
early  years. 

Plans  are  to  be  submitted  for  bids 
within  the  next  week  or  two,  and 
.  the  foundation  work  will  be  started 
as  soon  as  the  contract  has  been 
awarded.  Friends  of  Dr.  Morehead 
already  have  raised  $1,800  to'  fi¬ 
nance  the  project,  which  will  cost 
an  estimated  $5,000.  Meanwhile,  let¬ 
ters  explaining  the  concourse  and 
its  purpose  are  being  sent  to  all 
alumni  of  the  college  under  Sulli¬ 
van’s  signature. 

The  concourse  will  be  located  in 
the  geographical  center  of  the 
campus  and  will  cover  an  area  ap¬ 
proximately  50  by  70  feet.  Concrete 
flooring  will  be  used,  and  stone 
benches  and  retaining  walls  of  Col¬ 
onial  red  brick  are  planned.  The 
focal  point  will  be  a  circular  planter, 
where  a  suitable  inscription  will  be 
mounted  on  a  plaque.  Two  existing 
sets  of  stone  stairways  and  a  high 
retaining  wall  in  the  valley  area  of 
the  campus  will  form  the  back¬ 
ground,  and  walkways  will  lead  to 
the  Student  Union  Building,  James 
Dormitory  and  cafeteria. 

A.  C.  Voran,  now  director  of  alum¬ 
ni  relations  at  Centenary,  said  the 
grading  qnd  pouring  of  the  concrete 
flooring  will  be  undertaken  first. 
The  remainder  of  the  project  will 
be  completed  as  funds  become  avail¬ 
able.  Plans  call  for  completion  of 
the  entire  project  within  the  cur¬ 
rent  semester. 

Dr.  Morehead  was  the  son  of  Mrs. 

R.  C.  Morehead  of  Conway  and  the 
late  Rev.  R.  C.  ^forehead,  longtime 
member  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference.  He  was  a  brother  of 
Dr.  Connor  Morehead,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  at  Little  Rock. 


New  Methodist 
Churches  In 
Cuba 

By  Rev.  Carl  D.  Stewart 
Marianao,  Cuba 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Dr.  Stewart,  Sylvania, 
Ga.,  has  been  a  Methodist  missionary  to 
Cuba  since  1931.  He  has  been  district 
superintendent,  seminary  professor  and 
treasurer  of  the  church  there. 

On  the  night  of  June  19,  Havana, 
Cuba,  experienced  a  religious  sen¬ 
sation.  The  occasion  was  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  new  Bishop  Costen  J. 
Harrell,  Methodist  Church.  Meth¬ 
odism’s  largest  in  the  Republic  of 
Cuba. 

Located  in  the  residential  sub¬ 
urban  area  of  Marianao,  its  lighted 
cross  high  above  other  church 
crosses  of  the  city  and  a  wine-col¬ 
ored  cross  in  its  central  window, 
the  church  impresses  thousands  who 
pass  by  each  day.  The  multitudes 
who  enter  the  sanctuary  are  equally 
impressed  by  the  mahogany  pews, 
altars,  pulpits  and  communion  altar, 
all  in  light  natural  color.  The  floor 
is  terrazzo  or  pearl  grey,  with  a 
wine-colored  center  aisle. 

The  church  has  a  history.  It  was 
founded  44  years  ago  by  Dr.'H.  B. 
Bardwell,  who  was  present  and  of¬ 
fered  the  opening  prayer  at  the  in¬ 
augural  service.  Formerly  the  con¬ 
gregation  met  in  the  Leland  Memo¬ 
rial  Chapel,  which  will  continue  to 
be  used  for  school  purposes.  Dr. 
Bardwell  was  the  pastor  for  the 
longest  period  of  time,  26  years. 

The  church  has  during  this  year 
acquired  an  educational  building,  a 
two-story  edifice  set  in  flowers  and 
trees,  and  entirely  adequate  for  the 
religious  educational  program  of  the 
church.  The  congregation  has  named 
it  the  James  E.  Ellis  Educational 
Building.  Dr.  Ellis  is  the  secretary 
of  the  Division  of  World  Missions 
for  Latin  America. 

The  new  church  is  named  for 
Bishop  Harrell,  of  the  Charlotte, 
N.  C.,  episcopal  area  who  .  retired 
this  year  and  who  was  bishop  of 
Cuba  from  194 4  to  1948.  Under. 
Bishop  Harrell’s  leadership,  the 
Charlotte  area  gave  a  substantial 
sum  of  the  money  • for  the  new 
church. 

The  local  congregation  contributed 
generously  for  18  years  to  make  the 
new  church  a  reality.  The  local  con¬ 
tributions  totaled  approximately 
$50,000,  quite  an  achievement  for  a 
mission  church. 

Many  congregations  in  the  United 
States,  also  have  given.  Some  large 
contributions  came  from  strong 


My  Neighbor  Builds  Churches 


By  Ruby  Galloway  Farish 


Mr.  Keiser  is  shown  with  his  little  white  church 
and  " The  Church  in  the  Wildwood " . 


AL  T  H  O  U  G  H  Nthe 
thermometer  reg¬ 
istered  102  de¬ 
grees  the  day  I 
first  saw  it,  the  little 
white  church  in  all  its 
simple  elegance  and 
splendor  pointed  its 
-  steeple  to  the  heavens  as 
the  chimes  rang  out  “Si¬ 
lent  Night,  Holy  Night”. 

To  me,  this  paradox  of 
the  miniature  church  and 
its  Christmas  carol  in  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  'blistering 
heat  of  an  August  day, 
was  similar  to  the  life  of 
the  man  who  had  spent 
hours  of  tedious,  exact¬ 
ing  labor  in  building\it. 

For  the  builder  Qf  this 
temple  had  passed  his 
years  of  physical  vigor 
and  now/  despite  present 
discomforts,  was  using 
his  hands  and  mind  to 
produce  beauty. 

Sdme  communities 
have  special  clubs  and 
recreational  group's  for 
their#  “Golden  Agers”. 

Imboden  does  not  have 
one  yet,,  but  our  Mr. 

Louis  H.  Kaiser  has  not 
needed  one  to  give  him 
imptetus  for  using  his 
time  in  a  worthwhile 
way.  Since'  his-  retirement  from  the 
business  world,  hg  has  developed  a 
talent  he  did  not  even  know  he  had. 
In  his  home  are  all  sorts  of  samples 
of  his  artistry  in  wood,  a  coffee 
table,  desk,  cactus  wood  picture 
frames,  and  a  corner  what-not  shelf. 
Each  ofN  these  reflects  a  beauty 
unique  With  objects  made  by  one 
who  loves  his  work,  who  relishes 
the  fragrant  odor  of  fresh  wood 
shavings,  the. buzz  of  the  saw,  the 
pound  of  the  hammer,  the  feel  of 
smooth  grain,  and  the'  satisfaction 
of  creation. 

Although  Mr.  Kaiser  enjoys  mak¬ 
ing  all  types  of  woodcraft,  his  great¬ 
est  pride  is  in  his  churches.  These 
lovely  miniatures  are  copies  of 
actual  churches  in  existence.  He  fol¬ 
lows  a  book  that  contains  pictures 
and  information  about  each  of  them. 

As  hd  was  carefully  shaping  the 
frame  of  the  “Church  in  the  Wild¬ 
wood”,  for  which  the  hymn  was 
written,  he  liked  to  think  of  the 
story  behind  it.  He  tells  of  the ^itrugr 
gles  of  a  little  country  .church  until 


the  well-known  hymn  was  written 
about  it.  Now  it  is  a  famous  at¬ 
traction,  particularly  for  weddings. 
Mr.  Kaiser’s  replica  of  this  “Little 
Brown  Church  in  the  Vale”,  seems 
to  almost  chant  “O  Come,  Come, 
Come”  .  .  . 

The  most  complicated  and  fas¬ 
cinating  church  he  has  built  is  the 
one  my  two-year-old  son  calls  the 
“Chismus  Church”.  It’s  the  snowy 
white  one  with  the  real  clock  in 
the  belfry.  The  inside  lights  actual¬ 
ly  turn  on,  casting  a  lovely  “Chis¬ 
mus”  glow  as  the  music  box  chimes 
play  “Silent  Night,  Holy  Night’'. 
This  thrills  and  delights  jchildren 
and  adults  alike. 

As  I  watch  Mr.  Kaiser  at  work 
in  his  carpenter  shop,  I  forget  'the 
cane  he  uses,  the  frailness  of  his 
body,  and  his  advancing  age.  I  see 
hands  that  are  useful,  eyes  that  are 
happy,  and  a  spirit  that  Is  uncon¬ 
querable.  Then  to  my  mind  come 
these  words  written  by  John  Mil- 
ton,  “Who  best  bears  his  mild  yoke, 
they  serve  Him  best”. 


churches;  many  smaller  contribu¬ 
tions  came  from  other  churches.  For 
them  all  the  congregation  is  grate¬ 
ful  and  without  them  the,  church 
could  not  have  been  built.  The  con¬ 
gregation  still  must  find  the  means 
of  finishing  the  basement  and  build¬ 
ing  the  parsonage. 

The  new  church  has  an  almost 
unparalleled  opportunity  to  serve  its 
area.  It  is  in  a  fine  residential  sec¬ 
tion,  adjoining  the  campqs  of  the 
Candler  and  Buena-vista  Methodist 
■  schools,  where  1600  students  are  in' 
school. 

On  July  31  a  leading  Havana  tele¬ 
vision  station,  CMQ,  had  a  special 
showing  of  the  .new  church.  The 
first  pastor,  Dr.  Bardwell,  will  be 
shown  with  various  scenes  from  his 
home  and  with  Mrs.  Bardwell.  The 
predecessor  church,  Leland  Memori¬ 
al  Chapel  was  shown,  and  the  new 
church  with  the  pastor,  Dr.  Carl.D. 
Stewart,  -  was  presented  in  various 
scenes. 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL 
REPORT  ON  CHURCH 
,v  SURVEY 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

The  114  that  participated  re¬ 
ported  182,856  local  churches  and 
74,125,462  members  in  the  contin¬ 
ental  United  States.  The  report 
emphasized  that  this  does  not  re¬ 
present  all  the' churches  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  in  this  country. 

Negro  churches,  Eastern  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  some  “loosely  organized’* 
churches  are  not  among  those 
participating,  largely  because  of 
their  inability  to  provide  statistics. 

“The  absence  of  the  very  large 
block  of  Negro  members  in  the 
present  study,”  the  report  com¬ 
mented,  “is  ijs  greatest  single 
weakness.  There  are,  of  course,  a 
considerable  number  of  Negro 
churches  and  of  Negro  members  in 
non-segregated  churches  reported 
by  the  114  participating  religious 
bodies.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Lift  For  Living  ^  ®7  Ralph  W.  Sockmaa 

SPENDING  TIME 

One  thing  we  all  have  to  spend  is  time.  But  no  one  knows  how  much 
jjg  has.  Some  2,500  years  ago  the  Psalmist  sought  to  arouse  his  people  to 
tjj6  need  of  rationing  time.  He  saw  how  men  were  wasting  their  time  as 

. -  inexhaustible.  And  he  wrote  the  noblest  passage  in  all 

literature  on  the  brevity  of  life.  It  is  the  Ninetieth 
Psalm.  In  it  he  said,  “So  teach  us  to  number  our  days, 
that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.” 

We  are  familiar  with  this  passage  because  it  is 
frequently  read  at  funeral  services.  But  I  do  not  wish 
these  words  to  be  somber  and  funereal.  I  wish  them 
to  suggest  the  possibilities  of  life  rather  than  the 
proximity  of  death.  The  late  President  Faunce  of 
Brown  University  once  gave  a  chapel  talk  to  his  stu¬ 
dents  on  the  interesting  subject  “The  Pleasure  of 
Economy.”  He  pointed  out  that  in  all  games  and 
sports  the  pleasure  is  found  in  the  rigid  limitations 
in  demonstrating  what  can  be  done  within  the  limita¬ 
tions.  In  baseball,  for  instance,  the  player  is  allowed  three  strikes  and 
only  three.  If  we  allowed  the  batter  all  he  waqted  or  even  a  dozen,  the 
game  would  be  too  dull  for  the  players'  or  the  spectators.  In  golf  a  man 
is  allowed  one  little  ball.  If  he  were  permitted  to  play  a  half-dozen  balls, 
he  would  become  bored  and  disgusted.  Some  of  us  become  so  even  with 
just  one.  It  is  the  limitations  and  the  hazards  which  keep  the  players 
tense  and  eager.  The  zest  of  life  consists  in  making  the  most  of  small 
means. 

Hence  when  we  hear  the  Psalmist  pray,  “So  teach  us  to  number  our 
days,  that  we-rrray  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom,”  let  us  be  concerned 
not  with  the  doleful  thought  of  life’s  shortness  but  rather  with  life’s  possi¬ 
bilities.  Let  us  study  our  points  of  time  with  an  eye  to  increasing  their 
buying  power. 


It  would  seem  unnecessary  to  warn  folks  they  must  consider  the 
value  of  time.  We  are  certainly  a  time-conscious  people.  We  are  always 
trying  to  save  time.  We  chafe  at  delays.  If  our  train  is  late  or  our  ap¬ 
pointment  held  up,  we  pace  the  floor  like  prisoners.  Whatever  our  right 
hand  findeth  to  do,  our  left  hand  usually  carries  a  wrist  watch  to  show 
how  long  we  are  in  doing  it.  We  consult  the  calendar  with  feverish  anxiety. 

Yet  with  all  our  efforts  to  save  time,  what  do  we  do  with  the  time 
we  save?  How  often  we  just  kill  it.  This  past  summer  I  saw  many  per¬ 
sons  who  'were  restlessly  trying  to  kill  time.  Some  of  us  waste  too  much 
time  in  sleep  because  we  are  not  interested  enough  to  keep  awake.  We 
are  all  discussing  how  automation  is  lessening  the  need  of  man  power. 
The  question  is  now,  have  we  enough  mind  power  to  use  the  time  our 
machines  are  saving? 

Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  master  of  the  art  of  spending  time.  He  never 
let  time  master  Him.  He  did  not  give  the  impression  of  dashing  about 
Palestine  trying  no  save  time  and  keep  to  a  schedule.  He  knew  that  His 
earthly  working  days  were  short.  He  said  so.  There  was  an  air  of  urgency 
about  Him,  but  there  was  no  feverish  hurrying.  He  had  time  to  sit  and 
talk  with  individuals  along  the  way.  He  paused  to  play  with  little  chil¬ 
dren,  He  took  time  off  to  spend  whole  hours  in  prayer.  But  was  it  taking 
off?  Off  from  what? 

Here  is  the  point  to  watch.  What  is  our  main  business  from  which 
we  “take  time  off?”  Is  it  to  fill  our  pockets  with  money?  Or  to  fill  our 
bodies  with  thrills?  Or  to  feed  our  pride  with  worldly  honors?  If  so,  then 
we  live  by  the  law  of  subtraction,  for  these  lessen  with  the  years. 

But  if  we  live,  as  Jesus  taught,  not  to  fill  our  lives  with  earthly 
things  but  to  fulfill  our  lives  by  growing  ever  more  into  the  things  that 
last — things  like  love  and  understanding  and  helpfulness  and  self-forget¬ 
fulness — then  we  escape  the  clutches  of  the  calendar  and  the  dread  of 
leaving  this  world. 

Lord  Byron,  who  ran  the  gamut  of  all  worldly  pleasures,  wrote  in 
his  thirties  that  his  “years  were  in  the  yellow  leaf,  the  flowers  and 
fruits  of  love  were  gone.”  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  dying  at  33,  said  to  his 
friends,  “Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world.”  Two  different 
ways  of  spending  time. 
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Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 

Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 
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A  VERY  PERSONAL  STATEMENT 


I  have  an  unusual  feeling  as  I  write  these 
lines,  since  they  tell  of  an  entirely  new  exper¬ 
ience  which  my  wife  Helen  and  I  are  about  to 
have.  And,  presuming  that  readers  of  this  col¬ 
umn  might  be  interested  to  hear  about  it,  let 
me  tell  of  a  decision  that  we  have  made  a  few 
weeks  ago  relative  to  our  future. 

For  several  years  I  have  been  moving  slow¬ 
ly  in  my  mind  toward  a  realization  that  I  should 
give  more  time  to  the  service  of  the  Lord.  The 
opportunities  have  continued  to  open  in  front 
of  me,  and  the  past  three  years  have  been  so 
filled  with  them.  I  have  traveled  nearly’*,50,000' 
miles  in  the  Lord’s  work,  and  have  spoken  for 
His  cause  over  350  times.  Anyone  can  see  that 
a  person  cannot  operate  a  business  and  do  this 
at  the  same  time,  and  it  has  bfecome  more  and 
more  apparent  to  me  that  I  would  have  to  make 
a  decision  soon. 

There  has  not  been  a  feeling  in  my  heart, 
however,  that  I  should  enter  the  ministry.  As 
greatly  as  I  respect  the  calling,  and  those  who 
have  entered  it,  I  still  feel'  as  I  always  have 
^lt,  that  my  position  in  the  Lord’s  work  is 
that  of  a  layman.  My  greatest  joy  has  come 
from  serving  in  this  manner,  and  for  several 
years  I  have  felt  an  increasing  pull  toward  some 
sort  of  full-time  work  in  the  service  of  God, 
and  with  the  Methodist  Church.  It  had  been  my 
intention  to  step  out  of  my  present  (building 
material)  business  at  age  65  and  do  something 
this  sort.  But  after  reflection,  it  seemed  hard¬ 
ly  fair  to  give  God  the  “tag  ends”  of  my  life, 
so  with  what  experience  and  energy  a  56  old 
has  to  offer  the  Lord,  I  have  chosen  to  sell  out 
my  interest  in  my  company  and  work  full-time 
for  my  church  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  My  plans 
are  not  completed  at  this  writing,  but  by  Jan- 
Uary  1st,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  begin  some  active 
^ork-  I  shall  continue  as  Conference  Lay  Leader 
f°r  the  rest  of  this  year.  Please  call  on  me  when 
you  need  me 

I  take  this  step  with  much  prayer  behind 
^e-  and  great  expectations  in  front  of  me.  The 
.  a  of  turning  over  what  ability  and  exper- 
mnce  I  have  to  God’s  work  is  a  thrill  I  have 
01  known  before.  Helen  stands  loyally  by 'my 
[de  in  this  decision,  so  you  will  be  seeing  more 
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LET’S  KNOW  AND  JOIN  THE 
UNIVERSE! 

During  recent  months  there  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  quite  a  number  of  articles  and  tracts — 
and  even  some  books — around  such  themes  as, 
“Let’s  join  the  universe,”  “Let’s  join  the  human 
race,”  “Let’s  join  the  real  church.” 

I  suppose  the  thought  behind  these  exhor¬ 
tations  is  the  same:  our  vision,  our  knowledge, 
our  range  of  interests  are  far  too  limited;  there 
are  broader  areas  of  life  than  we  enter;  we  put 
“curtains”  up  and  shut  our  lives  in  from  any¬ 
thing  and  anyone  “different”  from  ourselves. 
And  so  we  see  'ourselves  and  our  immediate 
“world”  out  of  proportion  to  reality.  It  is  this 
drawing  of  cultural  and  national  and  intellec¬ 
tual  “curtains”  about  ourselves  that  is  a  prin¬ 
cipal  factor  in  the  tensions,  misunderstandings, 
and  hates  in  the  world  today. 

In  that  colorful  current  motion  picture  “The 
King  and  I,”  this  almost  universal  parochialism 
is  dramatically  portrayed  in  the  insistence  of 
the  youthful  Crown  Prince  that  Siam  is  the 
largest  country  in  the  world,  all  evidence  to 
the  contrary  being  the  work  of  enemies;  in  the 
English  teacher’s  early  fear  of  everything 
Siamese  and  “different”;  in  the  diplomat’s 
threat  to  take  over  Siam  because  its  ruler  was 
considered  “barbaric”;' and  in  the  final  resolving 
of  all  these  tensions  when  the  people  involved 
became  really  acquainted  one  with  the  other. 
Most  of  the  misunderstandings  and  tensions  of 
the  world  grow  from  the  parochial  mind,  from 
failure  to  look  at  and  join  the  “universe,”  the 
wider  range  of  knowledge  and  truth. 

Perhaps  this  slowness  or  failure  of  men  to 
“join  the  universe”  is  most  apparent  Vi  inter¬ 
national  relationships.  At  least  that  is  where 
the  tensions  are  gathering  into  “storm  areas.” 
The  epidemic  spread  of  “nationalism”  every¬ 
where  (including  America)  in  recent  decades — 
and  with  it  the  shouldering  of  the  big  stick — 
is  the  failure  of  men  to  try  to  understand  neigh¬ 
bors.  It  is  the  self-imposed  isolation  of  a  family 
from  the  community. 

Nationalism  says  that  all  people  but  ours 


of  us  in  this  new  relationship. 
Beloved,  pray  for  us. 


are  barbaric.  It  does  not  want  to  know  other 
people,  their  culture,  their  ideals,  their  hopes 
and  fears.  It  sees  its  group  “the  center  of  the 
uniyerse”;  it  dwells  not  upon  the  things  na¬ 
tions  have  in  common,  but  emphasizes  (even 
laughs  at  and  teaches  its  children)  the  often 
immaterial  “differences”:  thus  are  bred  mis¬ 
understanding,  suspicion,  and  hate. 

Some  years  ago  a  Methodist  bishop  pro¬ 
posed  that  all  Americans  should  learn  to  speak 
Spanish  as  well  as  English,  for  there  are  mil¬ 
lions  of  Spanish-speaking  Americans  in  the 
southwest  and  we  are  attempting  to  foster  good¬ 
will  with  South  America.  But  there  arose  quite 
a  cry  among  100%  patriots  that  this  sugges¬ 
tion  was  un-American:  “we  don’t  want  any 
foreign  tongues  here.” 

We  will  have  to  look  for  the  things  we 
have  in  common  with  other  nations,  before  we 
can  ever  live  peaceably  with  them.  We  wall 
have  to  sing  with  the  poet — and  live  the  song — 
“My  .country  is  the  world.”  We  will  have  to 
draw  that  “larger  circle”  so  well  portrayed  by 
Edwin  Markham.  This  becomes  the  highest 
patriotism,  truest  Americanism,  and  only  real¬ 
istic  nationalism. 

An  Indian  educator  recently  urged  teachers 
not  to  be  content  to  study  and  proclaim  the 
“isms”  of  their  own  groups,  but  to  be  “truth- 
seekers  who  join  truth  to  truth,  regardless  of 
where  these  truths  were  first  propounded,  re¬ 
gardless  of  name  or  label.  .  .It  is  the  task  of 
free  minds  to  step  out  of  a  school  of  thought,  a 
creed,  into  the  universe.”  When  men  with  the 
universal  concept  examine  truth  as  truth,  theory 
as  theory— knowing  men  only  -for  what  they 
have  in  common — “the  terms  Eastern  and  West¬ 
ern  become  irrelevant,”  he  said. 

And  in  the  realm  of  the  church?  It  is  be¬ 
coming  more  evident  every  day  that  divisive¬ 
ness  of  religious  faith,  either  in  any  local  com¬ 
munity  or  out  across  the  world,  is  a  major  ob¬ 
stacle  to  human  brotherhood — and  is  basically 
because  people  adhere  to  the  minor  tenets  of 
a  sect  rather  than  to  the  great  and  common 
truths  and  objectives  of  a  faith.  Certainly  if 
church  union  within  Protestantism  (which  is 
only  part  of  the  problem)  is  to  be  achieved, 
emphasis  must  be  placed  upon  what  we  have 
in  common  and  not  upon  relatively  unimportant 
differences. 

Yes,  let’s  join  the  universe:  let’s  see  our 
nation,  our  knowledge,  our  faith  in  relation  to 
universal  truth  and  universal  duty.  Such  un¬ 
derstandings  will  break  the  barriers  that  now 
divide  man  from  man.  •  * 
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A  NURSERY  is  now  open  at  the  Mangham 
Methodist  Church  during  the  church  hour. 
Sunday,  September  23,  was  the  opening  date  for 
this  service  to  parents  of  small  children.  Rev. 
C,  Ed  Henkle  is  pastor. 

REV.  GEORGE  YORK,  pastor  of  the  Lakeview 
Methodist  Church,  Minden,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  Workers’  Conference  meeting  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  Thursday, 
October  4,  where  Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

IN  RECOGNITION  of  the  Barksdale  Methodist 
Church  School  promotion  day,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Education,  of  the  church,  sponsored  a 
picnic  at  the  Methodist  camp  on  Caney  Lake, 
September  9.  Rev.  Fred  Shirley  is  pastor  of  the 
Barksdale  church. 

REV.  LEA  JOYNER,  pastor  of  the  Southside 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe,  was  guest 
speaker  in  revival  services  held  at  the  First 
Methodsit  Church  of  Olla,  September  23-30. 
Services  were  held  twice  daily.  Rev.  J.  A.  Jones 
is  pastor  of  the  Olla  Church. 

REV.  GEORGE  H.  WILSON,  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches,  was  guest  speaker  in  the  morning 
service  of  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Sunday,  September  30,  where  Dr. 

A.  M.  Serex  is  pastor. 

ROBERT  WALL  of  New  Orleans  was  elected 
president  of  the  Carrollton  Methodist  Church 
Men’s  Club.  Other  officers  elected  were:  Walter 
W.  May,  vice-president;  Sidney  Grubbs,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  G.  E.  Armstrong,  secretary.  Rev.  Lu- 
man  E.  Douglas  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  D.  BODDIE,  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Worker’s  Conference  meeting  of  the  Tallulah 
Methodist  Church,  October  8.  A  pot-luck  supper 
was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church 
in  connection  with  the  meeting.  Rev.  William 
F.  Mayo  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ALL  officers  and  chairmen  of  commissions  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City 
spent  Sunday  afternoon,  September  30,  at  Caney 
Lake  in  an  annual  planning  retreat,  for  the 
purpose  of  formulating  the  church’s  plans  for 
evangelism  expansion  and  other  work  for  the 
year.  Rev.  Alfred  Brown  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ROY  GRANT,  pastor  of  the  Ringgold 
■'Methodist  Church,  is  preaching  in  revival 
services  at  the  Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  now  in  session.  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond, 
pastor  of  the  North  Highland  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  is  the  song  leader.  Services  began 
October  8  and  will  continue  through  October  14. 
Rev.  Douglas  L.  McGuire  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

EV.  W.  D.  MILTON,  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  was  elected  president 
of  the  newly  organized  Ministerial  Association, 
September  19.  Other  officers  are:  Rev.  Hugh 
Bradford,  pastor  of  the  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church,  vice-president,  and  Rev.  O.  P.  Bazer, 
pastor  of  the  Edgewood  Baptist  Church,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer. 

R.  J.  HENRY  BOWDON,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  reports  that 
splendid  progress  is  being  made  in  the  canvass 
for  funds  for  the  new  church  building.  In  a  re¬ 
port  meeting  September  27  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars  had  been  subscribed,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  goal  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  be  reached.  The  Wells  Or¬ 
ganization  is  directing  the  canvass. 

RS.  RUBY  C.  COCHRAN  of  Shreveport  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  annual  dinner  meeting 
of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  and  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  held  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden, 
September  24.  Mrs.  Cochran  is  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Family  Life  Commission, 
and  Director  of  Adult  Work  in  the  Shreveport 
District.  Her  subject  was  on  a  phase  of  the 
mission  work  in  the  Methodist  Church. 


J.  CLINTON  HAWKINS  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
president  of  the  United  Church  Men  of 
America,  and  chairman  of  the  State  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  the  featured  speak¬ 
er  at  the  First  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  Shreveport, 
September  27.  The  dinner  meeting,  first  in  the 
fall  series,  was  held  in  the  Sam  K.  Baird  Hall 
at  the  church,  where  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is 
pastor. 

A  YOUNG  ADULT  class  was  organized  at  the 
Epps  Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  September 
23.  Mrs.  Charles  Hawkins  is  teacher.  The  Epps 
and  Floyd  Methodist  Churches  were  two  of  the 
eleven  churches  receiving  honorable  mention 
and  certificates  from  the  Rural  Life  Conference 
for  their  outstanding  work  and  growth.  Rev.  J. 

B.  McCann,  pastor  of  the  churches,  attended  the 
annual  Town  and  Country  Conference  at  Camp 
Brewer,  near  Alexandria,  October  1-3. 

GRACE  METHODIST  Church,  Ruston,  is  con¬ 
ducting^  a  church-wide  school  of  missions 
each  Sunday  ^evening  at  6  o’clock  during  the 
month  of  October.  Thor  schedule  calls  for  family 
type  programs  with  classes  for  each  age.  Subject 
for  the  series  of  studies  is  ‘‘Missions — U.S.A.” 
embracing  a  study  of  missions  in  this  country. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  has  urged  all 
members  of  the  church  to  take  part  in  this 
program. 

THOMAS  a.  PITTS  was  guest  speaker  at 
Memorial  Metjiodist  Church,  Bastrop,  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  September  23.  Be  is  a  member  of 
the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  and  is 
associate  lay  leader  for  the  Monroe  District.  E. 
O.  Hinton  was  the  lay  speaker  at  the  evening 
service  of  the  church.  He  is  a  member  of  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  and  is  a 
teacher  in  the  church  school  and  also  serves  as 
a  counselor  for  the  MYF  in  his  church.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  Brady  Forman,,  is  on  vacation. 

FORMAL  opening  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Southeastern  Louisiana  College,  Ham¬ 
mond,  was  held  at  3  p.m.  Sunday,  October  7. 
Open  house  was  held  from  4-6  p.m.  Dr.  H.  D. 
Bollinger,  Secretary  of  Methodist  Student  Work, 
of  the  General  Board  of  Education  at  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  was  the  principal  speaker.  Rev.  E. 
W.  Garris,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  presided  at  the  opening  cere¬ 
monies.  Miss  Lillian  Hay  is  Director  of  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  College. 

REV.  JAMES  C.  SKINNER  preached  in  revival 
services  held  at  the  Montgomery  Methodist 
Church,  where  he  is  pastor,  September  30 
through  October  7.  Monday  night  was  desig¬ 
nated  as  St.  Maurice  Night  in  honor  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  St.  Maurice  Church,  which  is  on  the 
circuit  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner  serves.  Friday  night 
was  “Big  Youth  Night"’  with  special  emphasis 
on  youth,  and  the  program  included  special 
music  and  singing.  On  Sunday,  October  7,  the 
final  day  of  the  revival  the  new  Sunday  School 
building  was  opened,  and  a  dinner-on-the- 
ground  celebration  was  held  at  the  church. 

OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS  for  the  Palmetto 
Methodist  Church  School  were  installed  in 
the  regular  morning  worship  service,  Sunday, 
September  30.  They  are:  Superintendent,  Mrs. 
Roy  Baker;  Asst.  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Earl 
Beard;  Supt.  Children’s  Division,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Mc¬ 
Daniel;  Secretary,  Wayne  Taylor;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  B.  C.  Taylor;  Beginners  Class,  Mrs.  Jeff 
Benhard/ Primary  Class,  Mrs.  VJ.  C.  Wyble  and 
Joy  Lee  Kidder;  Junior  Class,  Earl  Taylor;  In¬ 
termediate  Class,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Pickett;  Adult  Class, 

C.  E.  Pickett  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Neal.  Rev.  O.  L. 
Golson,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church.  \ 

REV.  JAMES  C.  WHITAKER,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  Lee 
Youngblood,  chairman  of  the  official  board  and 
G.  K.  Bienvenu,  chairman  of  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  church  were  guests  at  the  Loyalty 
supper  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  September  27.  The  meeting  was  part 
of  the  financial  campaign  being  conducted  in  the 


Alexandria  church.  On  September  26  Rev 
Whitaker  and  Robert  H.  Crosby  attended  a  meetr" 
ing  in  Alexandria:  Mr.  Crosby  has  been  an 
pointed  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  as  a  metnbp 
of  a  committee  assigned  the  task  of  emphasize/ 
Christian  education  in  local  churches.  g 

A  SECOND  Sunday  morning  worship  service 
has  been  initiated  October  7  at  8:45  am 
at  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church  in  Rew 
Orleans  the  pastor,  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  jr 
announced.  The  new  service,  followed  by  churcu 
school  at  9:45  a.m.,  and  a  worship  service  at 
11  a.m.,  was  made  necessary  by  the  growing 
membership,  which  increased  from  93  in  Apnf 
1952,  when  the  present  sanctuary  was  built,  to  » 
total  of  385  at  the  present  time.  The  youth  choir 
composed  of  children  12  to  18  years  of  age,  sang 
during  the  service,  under  tlie  direction  0f 
Beatrice  Baldinger.  Young  people  of  the  church 
will  serve  as  ushers  for  the  service. 

REV.  LOYD  E.  WILLIAMS,  pastor  of  the 
Maplewood  Methodist  Church,  was  re-elect- 
ed  president  of  the  Ward  Four  Ministerial  Alii- 
ance  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Hennig  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur,  September  25 
Others  elected  to  serve  with  him  include:  Rev 
C.  C.  Williams,  Sulphur  Faith  Tabernacle,  vice- 
president;  Rev.  S.  A.  Crouch,  Sulphur  First 
Christian  Church,  secretary-treasurer;  Rev  H  H 
O’Bier,  First  Baptist  Church  of  Sulphur,  program 
chairman;  Rev.  W.  A.  Mundell,  Sulphur  First 
Church  of  the  Nazarene,  reporter;  Rev.  William 
Miller,  Vincent  Settlement  Baptist  and  Rev. 
Charles  Holt,  Sulphur  Tabernacle,  membership 
co-chairmen. 

BETHEL  CHURCH  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District, 
moved  the  old  church  building  on  Septem¬ 
ber  26  to  make  room  for  the  new  church  and 
church  school  building.  The  fund  raising  cam¬ 
paign  will  be  officially  started  with  a  family 
night  kick-off  dinner  at  the  Istrouma  Scout 
Camp  on  October/ll  at  7:30  p.m.  The  goal  is  to 
raise  $30,000  over  a  period  of  156  weeks.  There 
is  a  balance  of  approximately  $16,000  in  the 
building  fund  at  present.  The  total  cost  of  the 
building  and  equipment  is  estimated  at  $60,000 
according  to  report.  The  building  fund  cam¬ 
paign  is  being  directed  by  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Stewardship.  Rev.  Ted  Smith 
is  the  pastor. 

REV.  RAIJI  M.  TATHOD,  of  Baroda,  India, 
visited  Wynn  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  preaching  for  the  evening  service 
and  speaking  to  both  morning  and  evening  youth 
groups  Sunday,  September  16.  Rev.  Mr.  Rathod, 
a  member  of  the  Gujarat  Annual  Conference  in 
India,  has  served  for  the  past  three  years  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Boys  Hostel  in 
Baroda.  He  has  come  to  the  United  States  to 
attend  Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  and  is  be¬ 
ing  assisted  by, Wynn  Memorial  Church.  This 
mission  project  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  study 
of  India  made  last  year  in  the  local  Church 
School  of  Missions.  During  his  visit  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  he  was  presented  with  a  portable  type¬ 
writer  and  a  love  offering  of  $100.  Rev.  K.  G. 
Rorie  'is  pastor  of  the  church. 

OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS  for  the  Melville 
Methodist  Church  were  installed  at  a  recog¬ 
nition  and  installation  service  at  the  morning 
worship  service  Sunday,  September  30.  They  are: 
Superintendent,  Mrs.  Ethel  Wyble;  Adult  Div. 
Supt.,  Mrs.  Florence  Bailey;  Youth  Div.  Supt., 
Mrs.'  Ruth  Herbert;  Children’s  Div.  Supt.,  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Geeary;  Cradle  Roll,  Mrs.  Ruby  Satter- 
ly;  Beginner  Class,  Mrs.  Evie  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Ethel  White;  Primary  ClaSs,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Geeary 
and  Peggy  Thomasson;  Junior  Class,  Mrs.  B.  C. 
Teer  and  Mrs.  Lucille  Demann;  Intermediate 
Class,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Warden  and  Mrs.  Neva  Pullen; 
Senior  Class,  Mrs.  Ruth  Herbert,  and  Mrs. 
Bobbye  Golson;  Adult  Class,  Mrs.  Florence 
Bailey  and  Mrs.  C.  P.  Overton;  Adult  Home  De¬ 
partment,  Mrs.  Ethel  Wyble. 


RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR 
WANTED 

Director  of  Christian  Education  or  Educa¬ 
tional  Assistant  wanted  for  Church  of’ 1800  mem¬ 
bers.  Write  First  Methodist  Church,  Post  Office 
Box  175,  Alexandria,  Louisiana.  '  v 
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CENTENARY 
COLLEGE  NEWS 

Members  of  Kappa  Chi,  minis¬ 
terial  club,  and  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  honored  their  faculty  advisers, 
Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  and '  Mrs. 
Pomeroy  and  the  Rev.  Jim  McLean 
and  Mrs.  McLean,  at  an  open  house 
in  Rotary  Hall,  men’s  dormitory. 
Emily  Learner  of  Baton  Rouge  is 
president  of  MSM,  and  Charles 
Wilder  of  Eros  is  the  president  of 
Kappa  Chi.  Mrs.  Fannie  Lee  Nich¬ 
ols,  hostess  at  Rotary,  assisted  with 
the  courtesies. 


John  Copeland,  senior  baritone- 
player,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Centenary  College  band  for 
1956-57.  Jack^  Webb  of  Vidor,  Tex., 
is  the  new  vice  president,  and  David 
Swanzey  of  Center,  Tex.,  was  chos¬ 
en  secretary-treasurer.  B.  P.  Causey 
is  director  of  the  band. 


The  travelling  watercolor  exhibit 
of  the  Brooklyn  Society  of  Artists 
now  is  on  display  in  the  Centenary 
College  library,  where  it  will  re¬ 
main  through  Oct.  19.  On  that  date, 
it  will  be  moved  to  the  Woman’s 
Department  Club  of  Shreveport, 
which  cooperated  with  Centenary 
in  bringing  the  display  here.  Miss 
Betty  Friedenberg,  instructor  in 
art  at  Centenary  and  art  chairman 
of  the  Woman’s  Department  Club, 
was  in  charge  of  arrangements  for 
the  show. 


Every  Home  To  Receive 
"Together"  Magazine 

The  Belcher  and  Gilliam  Metho¬ 
dist  Churches  have  responded  to  the 
TOGETHER  subscription  campaign 
in  a  fine  way,  according  to  the 
pastor,  Rev.  James  L.  Beasley.  The 
Official  Boards  have  voted  to  have 
the  paper  sent  into  every  home  in 
the  churches.  The  total  member¬ 
ship  of  the  churches  is  177,  and 
there  will  be  69  homes  receiving  the 
paper. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Beasley  writes:  “The 
work  of  the  church  is  moving  along 
in  a  fine  way  again  this  year.  We 
are  now  serving  in  our  fifth  year 
here.  We  have  two  new  churches 
with  people  working  together  with 
God  for  the  advancement  of  his 
kingdom’s  work  in  these  small  com¬ 
munities.  We  are  deeply  grateful  for 
the  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  that 
we  have  received  ever  since  coming 
here.” 

- ^ - 

TWELVE  METHODIST 
MISSIONERS  GO  TO 
BRAZIL 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
personal  and  visitation  evangelism. 

The  group  will  assemble  in  Miami 
October  16  for  a  two-day  briefihg 
session  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  E. 
Ellis,  executive  secretary  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  for  Latin  America,  and 
the  Rev.  George  H.  Jones,  editor 
of  evangelistic  literature  for  the 
evangelism  board.  Mr.  Jones  will 
accompany  the  group. 


Minden,  First  Church's  New  Parsonage 

Dedicated 


Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  dedicated 
the  new  parsonage  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden  on 
Saturday,  September  29,  at  5:00  p.m. 

The  mortgage-burning  ritual  was 
led  by  C.  O.  Holland  and  the  build¬ 
ing  was  presented  for  dedication  by 
Cecil  Lowe,  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  Also  taking  part 
in  the  services  of  dedication  were 
Dr.  George  W.  Pomeroy,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Mon¬ 
roe,  Winfred  S.  Hicks,  Rev.  Ira  W. 
Flowers,  pastor  of  the  Mangum  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Guy 
M.  Hicks,  Ruston  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  N.  E.  Joyner,  pastor 
emeritus  of  the  church,  and  Mrs. 
Eugene  Frazier,  who  sang  “Bless 
This  House.” 

The  new  parsonage  is  located  at 
1105  Madison  Avenue  and  is  built- 
on  a  lot  in  the  Glendale  Sub-division 
which  was  presented  to  the  church 
by  the  co-owners  and  developers  of 
the  sub-division,  H.  O.  Wes}  and  R. 
D.  Hinton.  Work  began  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1954  and  the  completed  project 
was  presented  to  the  Official  Board 
in  December  1954.  The  final  pay¬ 
ment  on  the  building  loan  was  made 


September  7,  1956. 

The  building  is  of  brick  construc¬ 
tion  with  round  white  columns 
stretching  up  to  support  a  gabled 
roof.  It  has  a  large  living-dining 
room,  a  den,  a  large  kitchen  with 
all  conveniences,  a  utility  room,  just 
off  the  kitchen,  a  hallway,  four  bed¬ 
rooms  and  three  baths.  The  build¬ 
ing  has  a  central  heating  and  cooling 
system,  with  a  large  attic  fan  for 
use  when  air-conditioning  is  not 
needed  or  desired.  Pictures,  paint¬ 
ings,  a  new  piano  and  new  furni¬ 
ture  in  the  living-dining  room  and 
bedrooms  have  also  been  provided 
by  special  gifts  from  members.  A 
double  carport  and  a  modern  TV 
antennae  and  Ten-a-Roter  have  been 
provided. 

Guests,  in  addition  to  those  par¬ 
ticipating  on  the  program,  were: 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  B.  Harper  of 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston;  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Blount  of  Grace  Church, 
Ruston;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Ri- 
singer  of  Homer;  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Midyett  of  Haynesville,  and 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pyles  of  Sibley. 

Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


TOP:  Shown  left  to  right  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Town  and  Country  Conference 
are:  The  Rev.  Reuel  Allen,  Plain  Dealing,  inspirational  speaker;  Miss  Elizabeth  Thomp¬ 
son,  Shreveport,  conference  rural  worker;  and  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Shreveport,  executive 
secretary  of  the  conference  board  of  education  who  also  spoke  at  the  session. 

BOTTOM:  At  left,  the  Rev.  Minns  Robertson,  Marksville,  registers  for  the  Town  and 
Country  Conference.  The  Rev.  John  Kellogg  (center),  Elizabeth,  helps  with  registration 
while  the  Rev.  John  Sewell,  Franklinton,  right,  studies  another  matter.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Sewell  is  conference  secretary  of  Town  and  Country  Work. 


Dean  Vanderbilt 
University  School 
Of  Religion  Dies 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  A  leading  re¬ 
ligious  educator  and  Methodist 
clergyman,  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Keith 
Benton,  60,  dean  of  the  Vanderbilt 
University  School  of  Religion,  died 
here  August  21  of  cancer. 

Death  came  to  Dean  Benton  just 
as  the  seminary  he  had  headed  since 
1939  was  preparing  to  expand  its 
facilities  through  a  multi-million- 
dollar  grant  he  had  helped  obtain. 

Vanderbilt  was  once  a  Methodist 
school,  and  the  seminary  has  re¬ 
tained  a  great  many  Methodist 
characteristics.  More  than  half  the 
divinity  students  are  Methodists. 

A  native  of  Banks,  Ala.,  Dean 
Benton  was  a  graduate  of  State 
Teachers  College  at  Troy,  Ala.,  Bir¬ 
mingham  -  Southern  College,  Yale 
Ub’versitv,  and  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  Ph.D.  in  1934. 

He  served  pastorates  in  Alabama, 
and  was  a  pilot  in  World  War  I. 
Entering  the  education  field,  he  was 
a  teacher  and  professor  at  Florida 
Southern  College,  Drew  University, 
and  Duke  University  before  going 
to  Vanderbilt. 

An  active  Methodist,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Tennessee  Annual 
Conference,  served  on  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education,  committees  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
and  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Tennessee  Council  of  Churches.  He 
was  cited  by  the  National  Council 
for  “distinguished  service”  in  1951. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  the 
former  Lois  Cooper  of  Lubbock, 
Tex.,  and  a  brother,  B.  G.  Benton, 
of  Rome,  Ga. 


SECOND  ANNUAL 
TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
CONFERENCE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
“Light  Your  Candle”. 

Also  on  the  morning  program  was 
a  workshop  on  recreation  and  equip¬ 
ment  for  small  churches  conducted 
by  Miss  Louise  Sharp,  Shreveport, 
conference  director  of  youth  work. 

Reports  on  the  importance  and 
needs  for  world  service  highlighted 
Tuesday  afternoon’s  session.  Speak¬ 
ers  were  Mrs:  Ruby  Cochran, 
Shreveport,  head  of  the  conference 
family  life  committee;  and  Dr.  W.  E. 
Trice,  Baton  Rouge,  chairman  of  the 
conference  commission  on  world 
service  and  finance. 

The  Rev.  Minns  Robertson,  Marks¬ 
ville,  led  a  discussion  on  public  re¬ 
lations.  Mrs.  Sue  Aekin,  church  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Alexandria  Town  Talk; 
and  David  Chapman,  Marksville, 
who  is  with  Radio  Station  KAPV, 
were  speakers. 

Miss  Shiela  Nuttall,  rural  worker 
at  Lacombe,  and  Miss  Sharp  di¬ 
rected  a  skit  Tuesday  night  dealing 
with  jthe  youth  fall  action  program, 
Christian  witness  missions,  and 
Christian  social  relations. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Shreve¬ 
port,  conference  rural  worker,  spoke 
on  “Methodism’s  High  Hours”, 
which  is  the  topic  of  a  mission  study 
this  year  on  town  and  country 
churches.  She  also  announced  that 
the  area-wide  adult  convocation  will 
be  held  in  Little  Rock  in  January. 
1957. 

A  general  discussion  with  a  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  period  directed  by 
the  district  superintendents  con¬ 
cluded  the  conference  Wednesday  at 
noon. 


OCTOBER  11,  1956 
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CHI  LDKE1N 

ANNIE  WINBURNE.  EDITOR 


THE  LITTLE  VOICE 


KATHY  liked  to  sew — to  sit  in 
her  little  red  rocking  chair 
and  work  on  tiny  garments, 
for  her  doll,  Betsy.  But  most 
of  all,  she  liked  colored  embroidery 
thread.  How  she  wished  she  had  a 
sewing  basket  like  Grandma  Mat¬ 
tingly’s,  all  filled  with  many  colors 
of  -embroidery  thread!  Just  a  few 
skeins  would  do — and  there  must  be 
a  red  one! 

Kathy  lived  on  a  hill,  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  was  the  big  white 
house  of  Mrs.  Mattingly.  Now  Mrs. 
Mattingly  was  getting  old,  and  spent 
many  years  on  her  back  porch  with 
her  sewing  basket  on  her  lap.  And 
she  would  rock  back  and  forth  in 
her  squeaky  rocking  chair. 

Kathy  skipped  down  the  hill  and 
opened  the  white  gate  into  Mrs. 
Mattingly’s  yard.  She  could  see  the 
chair  on  the  porch  and  the  sewing 
basket  beside  it  on  the  floor,  but 
nowhere  could  she  see  the  old  lady. 

Kathy  called.  There  was  no  an¬ 
swer,  so  she  sat  on  the  doorstep  to, 
wait.  From  where  she  sat  she  could 
see  all  the  bright  thread  in  Mrs. 
Mattingly’s  basket.  And — yes,  by 
reaching  very  far  she  could  pull 
the  basket  a  little  closer. 

There!  Now  she  could  pick  the 
bright  skeins  up  in  hqr  hands  and 
look  at  them  more  closely.  “They 
are  pretty,”  she  said  to  herself,  “and 
Mrs.  Mattingly  has  so  many  of 
them!  Do  you  suppose  she  would 
miss  just  one — a  red  one?” 

Quickly  Kathy  picked  up  a  bright 
red  one,  and  just  as  quickly  tucked 
it  into  the  pocket  of  her  gingham 
dress.  Surely  Mrs.  Mattingly  would 
not  care  if  she  took  just  one.  She 
had  plenty  left,  didn’t  she? 

Kathy  peeped  into  her  pocket  at 
the  bright  red  thread  and  felt  very 
happy. 

“Why,  hello  there,  my  dear  child,” 
called  Mrs.  Mattingly,  as  she  crossed 
the  yard  with  her  apron  full  of 
brown  eggs  from  the  hen  house. 

“Hello,  '  Mrs.  Mattingly,”  said 
Kathy  brightly.  “You  surely  have 
a  lot  of  pretty  embroidery  thread 
in  your  basket.” 

“Yes,  child,  I  guess  I  do,”  the  old 
woman  answered.  “I’m  trying  -'to 
finish  this  tablecloth  for  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Alice,  so  she  can  get  it  in  time 
for  her  birthday.  She’s  the  only  girl 
I  have,  you  know,” 

“Yes,  I  know,”  replied  Kathy. 
“Guess  I’ll  be  going  now.  Goodby.” 

“Don’t  hurry  off  so,”  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
tingly  said,  as  she  began  to  put  the 
eggs  in  the  box  on  the  porch.  t 
But  Kathy  was  out  through  the 
gate  in  a  moment.  She  fairly  flew 
up  the  hill  to  her  house.  She  could 
hardly  wait  to  try  the  red  threads 
on. her  doll’s  new  cjress.  It  would  be 
the  prettiest  dress  Betsy  had  ever 
had,  she  was  sure. 

“There  you  are,  my  dear,”  her 
mother  greeted  her  a  little  while 
later.  “Will  you  run  down  to  Mrs. 
Mattingly’s  house  and  get  this  little 
cup  full  of  salt?  I’ve  just  finished 
the  churning  and  have  the  butter 
pats  all  ready  to  mold  and  now  I 
find  I  have  no  salt.  Now  hurry, 
dear.” 


So  away  Kathy  ran,  down  the  hill 
once  more  toward  Mrs.  Mattingly’s 
house.  But  just  as  she  was  nearing 
the  old  apple  tree  with  the  hole  in 
it,  she  saw  two  bluebirds  chirping 
near  their  nest  in  the  hole. 

Suddenly  Kathy  stopped.  What 
were  they  saying  anyway?  Their 
little  throats  were  moving  in  and 
out  as  they  chirped,  “Kathy’s  a 
thief,  Kathy’s  a  thief!”  , 

Kathy  ran  as  fast  as  she  could 
until  she  came  to  the  big  white 
gate  to  Mrs.  Mattingly’s  yard.  She 
lifted  the  latch  and  the  gate  swung 
back  on  its  hinges  with  a  loud 
creak. 

“What?  What  was  that?”  thought 
Kathy.  “Why,  the  big  gate  said  it 
too.” 

Poor  Kathy  was  beginning  to 
wonder  if  anything  else  knew  that 
she  had  taken  the  red  thread.  Oh, 
of  course  they  didn’t.  She  just 
thought  they  did.  Why — a  gate 
couldn’t  talk,  neither  could  blue¬ 
birds 

“Cock-a-doodle-doo!”  Kathy  was 
so  startled  she  almost  dropped  the 
cup  as  the  big  red  rooster  flapped 
his  wings  and  crowed  “cock-a-doo- 
dle-doo,”  again.  Now  Kathy  was 
almost  ready  to  cry,  for  the  rooster 
knew,  too.  He  had  said  as  plainly 
as  could  be,  “Kathy’s  a  thief! 
Kathy’s  a  thief!” 

She  ran  across  the  yard  and  up 
on  the  steps  of  the  porch.  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
tingly  was  busy  sewing.  As  she 
sewed,  she  rocked  to  and  fro  and 
the  old  chair  went  creak,  creak, 
creak. 

“No!  No!”  thought  Kathy.  “No! 
Surely  the  rocking  chair  doesn’t 
know.  But  listen!  There  it  is  again. 
‘Kathy’s  a  thief!’  ” 


Suddenly  she  could  bear  it  no 
more.  She  reached  in  her  pocket 
and  felt  the  thread,  as  she  spoke 
to  Grandma  Mattingly. 

“Don’t  you  know,  too?” 

“Know  what,-  my  dear  child?” 
asked  the  old  womah. 

“Know — know — ’’faltered  Kathy. 
“The  bluebirds  and  the  white  gate 
and  the  red  rooster  and  the  old 
rocking  chair  all  know,”  she  ended 
breathlessly. 

“I’m  afraid  I  don’t  know.  Please 
do  tell  me,”  answered  Mrs.  Matting¬ 
ly. 

“O  Mrs.  Mattingly!”  sobbed 
Kathy,  “I’m  a  thief,  I  am.  But  I’ll 
never,  never  be  a  thief  again  if  you 
will  forgive  me.” 

She  held  out  the  skein  of  red 
embroidery  t  h  r  e  a  d — it  was  a 
crumpled  little  ball  now.  “I  took  it 
from  your  sewing  basket,  and  I’m 
so  ashamed.  But  how  did  the  blue¬ 
birds  and  all  know?  How  did.  they 
ever  find  out?” 

“My  dear  Tittle  girl,”  the  old  wo¬ 
man  said,  “Jesus  sent  the  strange 
little  voice  to  help  you  see  that  you 
had  done  something  wrong.  We  call 
this  little  voice  our  conscience.” 

She  took  the  thread  and  placed 
it  back  in  the  basket  as  she  con¬ 
tinued:  “My  child,  Jesus  loves 
every  one  of  us,  even  if  we  do  that 
which  is  wrong.  We  can  be  so  glad 
He  is  willing  and  anxious  to  forgive 
us  our  sins.  Now,  dry  your  tears, 
dear,  and  let’s  get  the  salt  for  your 
mother.  She  must  be  y/aiting  for  it” 

As  Mrs.  Mattingly  came  from  the 
kitchen  with  the  cup  of  salt,  she 
handed  a  little  box  with  pictures  of 
roses  on  it  to  Kathy.  “This  is  for 
you,”  she  said,  “and  may  you  al¬ 
ways  remember  the  red  embroidery 
thread!” 

Kathy  walked  slowly  back  up  the 


Beautiful  flower,  in  white,  red  or  gold, 

Saying  Autumn  has  come  as  your  petals  unfold. 

You  speak  of  our  Father,  His  love  every  day } 
You  bring  joy  and  beauty  so  we  all  may  say: 

“Thank  you,  dear  Father,  for  thy  loving  care 
For  all  of  thy  children,  here,  everywhere.” 

— A.E.W. 
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hill.  She  was  almost  afraid  to  open 
the  pretty  little  box;  but  just  as 
she  passed  the  old  apple  tree,  she 
set  the  cup  of  salt  down  on  the 
grass  and  opened  the  box. 

“Oh!  oh!”  she  could  hardly  be¬ 
lieve  it.  There  in  the  box  were  a 
number  of  skeins  of  embroidery 
thread — yellow,  blue,  pink,  green, 
and  yes^-red! — Burning  Bush. 


BIRDS  AND 
BUTTERFLIES 

Many  of  us  know  that  as  soon 
as  autumn  arrives  our  song  birds 
begin  to  disappear.  Somehow  they 
know  cold  days  lie  ahead  and,  with 
snow-covered  and  frozen  ground, 
food  would  be  most  difficult  to 
find,  so  off  they  fly  to  warmer 
lands  where  flies,  bugs  and  worms 
can  be  found  all  winter  long. 

Although  we  know  birds  return 
to  us  in  the  spring,  many  of  us  do 
not  know  that  butterflies  also  come 
to  us  from  warmer  climates  each 
spring. 

England  has  kept  a  record  of  all 
their  migrant  butterflies,  and  just 
as  sure  as  May  and  June  come 
around,  butterflies  begin  flying 
across  the  channel  from  Europe. 
Some  of  these  butterflies  were  born 
in  North  Africa.  Flying  across  the 
great  Mediterranean  Sea,  they  start 
working  their  way  all  across  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  then  in  June  they  cross 
the  English  Channel  and  settle  in 
southern  England.  But  before  the 
summer  is  over  they  will  be  all 
over  the  British  Isles.  Just  think — 
they  have  travelled  about  2,000 
miles. 

Some  butterflies,  the  ones  we  call 
the  Milkweed  or  Monarch  butter¬ 
flies,  cannot  live  in  England  be¬ 
cause  they  do  not  have  the  wild 
milkweed  plants,  but  our  butterflies 
will  cross  the  broad  Atlantic  Ocean 
to  spend  their  summer  in  England. 
They  have  been  seen  flying  400 
miles  out  at  sea. 

They  have  such  thin,  flimsy,  del¬ 
icate  wings!  We  dare  not  touch 
them  for  fear  we  might  hurt  them, 
yet  they  fly  acros's  the  Atlantic, 
over  Europe,  battling  strong  winds, 
but  pushing  on  toward  their  new 
summer  home. — The  United  Church 
Observer. 


JUST  FOR  FUN 


Teacher:  “Give  me  a  sentence 
containing  a  direct  object.” 

Junior:  “Teacher,  you’re  beauti¬ 
ful.”  % 

Teacher:  “What’s  the  object?” 

Junior:  “A  good  report  card.” 

*  *  * 

A  noted  minister  preaching  one 
Sabbath  was  asked  by  the  soprano 
soloist  for  his  subject  so  that  she 
might  select  an  appropriate  solo  to 
follow  the  sermon.  When  he  hesi¬ 
tated,  she  said,  “Never  mind.  I’ll 
listen  carefully  and  before  you  are 
through)  I’ll  have  something  appro¬ 
priate  ready.” 

The*  sermon  ended.  Then  came 
the  selection  entitled,  “Sometime, 
Somewhere,  We’ll  Understand.” 
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WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  •  WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  X^EA 


MEETING  OF 
executive  COMMITTEE, 
NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
aorth  Arkansas  Conference  Wo- 
nan’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
ill  hold  its  fall  meeting  in  the 
rirst  Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith, 
November  8-9. 

The  meeting  will  open  with  a  6:00 
,’clock  dinner,  precede^  by  meet- 
ngs  of  the  Finance,  Summer  School 
nd  Program  Gommiteee.  Dr.  Fred 
j  Roebuck,  host  pastor,  will  lead 
he  opening  devotion. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
lervice  of  ,  the  First  Methodist 
Ihurch,  Van  Buren,  was  host  to  the 
hurches  of  the  Ft.  Smith  District 
the  Annual  Fall  Seminar  on  Fri- 
ay,  September  21. 

Lunch  was  served  at  noon  in  the 
ining  hall  by  women  of  the  church. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson,  president  of 
ie  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
arvice  of  First  Church,  Van  Buren, 
id  district  secretary  of  Missionary 
iucation,  was  in  charge  of  the  pro- 
am  throughout  the  day. 

The  seminar  of  the  district  Wes- 
yan  Service  Guild  was  held  in  the 
ening.  Supper  was  served  in  the 
ning  hall. 


The  women  of  the  Woman’s  So- 
ety  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
afayette  District  met  in  the  Abbe- 
lle  Methodist  Church  in  a  semi- 
ir  on  September  20.  Mrs.  Kenneth 
'umps  of  Crowley,  district  secre- 
ry  of  Missionary  Education,  acted 
chairman. 

Mrs.  Norman  Adams  was  in 
arge  of  the  opening  worship. 

The  four  approved  studies  were 
esented  as  follows:  Southeast 
la,  Mrs.  George  Thomas;  Youth 
a  Responsible  Society,  Mrs.  Bel¬ 
li  Fox;  Paul’s  Letters  to  Local 
lurches,  Mrs.  M.  S.  White  and 
s.  J.  D.  Morris,  Jr.;  Mission 
:lds,  JQ.S.A.,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Lambert; 
e  Program  and  Worship  Booklet 
Ihe  Islands  Await  His  Word,  Mrs. 
Hard  Barnhill. 

brief  review  of  standards  set 
classes  was  given  by  Mrs. 
imps  who  was  also  in  charge  of 
closing  worship. 

fas.  Lambert  introduced  new  of- 

-rs  of  the  District. 

here  were  119  present.  Women 

the  host  church  served  lunch. — 

3-  M.  A.  Reber,  Recording  Sec- 

iry. 


e  Pearl  River  Woman’s  So.cie- 
°f  Christian  Service  met  on 
tember  20  with  Mrs.  G.  L.  Hutto 
ding  the  worship  service.  Mrs. 
n  Lankford  presented  the  quad- 
nial  goals  with  the  assistance  of 
s-  Mildred  Hudson,  Mrs.  Edwin 
yfield,  Mrs.  Rudolph  Penton,  Mrs. 
fra  Stone,  Mrs.  Marie  Hodges, 
s-  Fannie  Johnson,  Miss  Myrtle 
e«.  Mrs.  Zereda  Todd  and  Mrs. 
°verstreet. 

'Shteen  of  the  women  were  in 
’  i  r^,eeting  including  Miss  Ger- 
„  Svendson,  Mrs.  Justine  Stoltz, 
'  •  w.  Williams,  Mrs.  O.  Richards, 
•  L.  Marshall,  Mrs.  D.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Carol  Hancock. 


WOMEN  IN  THE 
CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

“Christian  literature  is  making  an 
impact  on  India,”  says  Miss  Eunice 
Sluyter,  of  the  Literature  Director¬ 
ate  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
India.  “The  Gujarati  Book  Room  has 
sold  far  more  pictures  and  literature 
than  it  had  anticipated,  a  hospital,  is 
appointing  a  full-time  librarian,  the 
Church  Reading  Room  in  Calcutta  is 
flourishing,  the  new  bookshop  in 
Jabalpur  is  adding  a  reading  room 
and  the  publishing  program  in  Poo¬ 
na  is  increasing  yearly.  Daily  papers 
in  India  record  the  government’s 
encouragement  of  libraries,  book¬ 
shops  are  selling  -  more  books  and 
lectures,  and  sermons  point  up  the 
value  of  reading^ 


THEY  GO  TO  SERVE 


By  Barbara  Anne  Smith 


The  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan  recently  sent  a  representative, 
Mrs.  Kiyoko  Cho,  to  China.  Mrs. 
Cho  is  an  associate  professor  at  In¬ 
ternational'  Christian  University  in 
Tokyo.  Mrs.  Cho  visited  Shanghai, 
Canton,  Nanking,  Hanchow  and 
Peking.  She  reported:  “I  made  an 
effort  to  see  both  the  good  and  the 
bad  features  of  Red  China  .  .  .  Many 
people  thought  that  •  Christianity 
would  perish  in  China  because  of 
the  revolution,  but  church  repre¬ 
sentatives  met  Mao  Tse  Tung  and 
secured  from  him  a  promise  not  to 
suppress  the  Sanjiai  (self-govern¬ 
ment,  self-support  and  self-propaga¬ 
tion)  Movement.  As  a  result  Chris¬ 
tians  renewed  their  faith  so  that 
now  there  are  3,000,000  Catholic 
Christians  and  700,000  Protestants. 
Religious  faith  is  not  suppressed  as 
long  as  it  is  not  against  the  present 
regime.  There  is  no  religious  educa¬ 
tion  in  schools  but  the  study  of 
communism  is  required.” 


Booklets  and  leaflets  distributed 
by  the  Department  of  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Relations  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service,  Methodist 
Church  (Miss  Thelma  Stevens,  sec¬ 
retary,)  are  urging  church  women  of 
all  faiths  to  register  and  to  vote 
this  year  as  a  necessary  indication 
of  good  citizenship.  The  department 
suggests  that  church  women  hold 
“citizenship  brunches”  at  which  the 
issues  before  the  electorate  are  dis¬ 
cussed;  that  they  ask  the  candidates 
how  they  stand  on  such  questions 
as  the  McCarrin-Walter  Act,  on  im¬ 
migration  procedures;  that  they  at¬ 
tend  rallies  and  hear  the  various 
candidates  and  issues;  and  that  they 
write  candidates  and  ask  them  ques¬ 
tions  and  tell  their  owp  beliefs  on 
public  questions.  “If  you  study  and 
know  what  the  election  is  about, 
then  your  vote  will  count,”  says  the 
women. 


Twenty-three  young  women  and 
three  young  men  have  completed 
training  at  National  College  for 
Christian  Workers,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  for  service  as  mission  workers 
in  institutions  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service,  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  in  the  United 
States  and  its  territories.  All  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group  are  college  grad¬ 
uates,  most  of  them  having  gradu- 


Sibu,  Tokyo,  Porto  Alegre,  Seoul, 
and  a  number  of  other  faraway 
cities  have  recently  greeted  this 
year’s  short-term  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  the  “3’s”  who  completed 
in  August  their  summer  training  at 
Scarritt  College  in  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

The  members  of  the  1956  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Christian  Service  have  been 
assigned  by  the  Bpard  of  Missions 
to  work  in  Japan,  Korea,  South¬ 
east  Asia  and  Latin  Americh. 
Twenty-two/  young  men  will  be 
serving  under  the  Division  of 
World  Missions  and  seventeen 
young  women  under  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service. 

The  3’s  are  young  college  gradu¬ 
ates  between  21  and  28  who  volun¬ 
teer  for  a  three-year  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  in  overseas  mission  fields. 
They  serve  as  lay  missionaries. 
These  young  folk  have  proved 
particularly  valuable  in  reaching 
other  young  people  with,  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  gospel. 

The  majority  of  the  3’s  will  teach 
English  in  Methodist  schools,  but 
there  are  exceptions.  Because  of 
special  qualifications,  one  man  will 
go  as  a  pharmacist  to  a  new  hex- 
^.pital  in  Borneo.  Another  v.  L  a 
background  is  in  accounting,  will, 
work  as  assistant  to  the  "t.  a  r 
of  the  Division  of  World  Ml  ; 
in  Korea.  An  agricut  erg  nr;.: or 
will  work  at  an  e::pe.  .  m  . 

and  agriculture  school  in  Brazil  and 
a  home  economics  major  will  do  ■ 
rural  1  work  with  the  people  of 
Cuba. 

Twin  brothers,  the  first  twins  ever 
to  go  out  as  Methodist  ml  : emer¬ 
ies,  gave  up  jobs  in  industrial  engi¬ 
neering  to  be  teachers  in  Southeast 
Asia.  A  former  Wesley  Foundation 
director  will  do  youth  work  in  Ko¬ 
rea.  Spme  of  the  girls  come  to  the 
program  with  teaching  experience 
in  elementary  grades,  in  music  and 
in  foreign  language. 

The  ninth  annual  group  of  3’s 
from  21  different  states,  mat  at 
Scarritt  College  June  26  to  begin 
an  intensive  6-week  training  d.o- 
gram.  After  a  4-day-retreat  at  Camp  , 
Dogwood  near  Nashville  to  get  ac-  X 
quainted  with  each  other,  with  the 
leaders  of  the  summer  prog*  n  r  id 
with  Board  of  Missions  secret;  Aes, 
the  missionaries-to-be  settled  down 


Five  3-year  missionaries  from  the 
United  Church  of  Canada  also 
trained  with  the  Methodist  group  at 
Scarritt. 

Courses  in  Old  and  New-  Testa¬ 


ment 
four  1 
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were  tauight  during  the  first 
veeks  by  Dr.  Ernest  Saunders 
:rett  Biblical  Institute.  Various 
tt  professors  co-operatfed  in 
lg  short  courses  in  theology, 
’Us  education,  intereultural  re¬ 
lations,  anthropology  and  handi¬ 
crafts,  all  slated  to  meet  the  special 
needs  of  the  mission  field. 

Dr.  Earl  W.  Stevick  of  Scarritt 
directed  the  program  of  language 
studies.  In  addition  to  general  work 
in  linguistics  and  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing  English  as  a  foreign  language, 

1  imoitmants  were  brought  in  to  give 
instruction  in  the  languages  needed 
on  the  field. 

An  important  part  of  the  busy 
schedule  of  study  was  a  series  of 
lectures  on  the  missionary  heritage 
by  the'  Rev.  Tracey  Jones,  South¬ 
east.  Asia  secretary  for  the  Division 
of  World  Missions.  Other  Board 
executives,  missionaries,  and  na¬ 
tionals  assisted  in  orienting  the  new 
missionaries  to  the  challenge  of  mis¬ 
sion  field  as  a  whole  and  to  the 
culture  and  work  in  specific  areas. 

rLe  Rev.  Robert  Lundy,  mission¬ 
ary  on  furlough  from  Malaya,  served 
-as  dean  of  the  summer  program  and 
Miss  Mildred  Hudgens  was  coun- 
selor  for  the  women  and  treasurer. 

.  s^x  weeks  a"  sense 

of  Christian  fellowship  was  de¬ 
veloped  through  worship  together 
Spiritual  autobiographies  gave 
members  of  the  group  a  chance  to 
share-  their  religious  experiences 
and  thoughts  with  each  other  and 
program  of  visitation  evangelism 
cooperation  with  Nashville 


to 


to  a  full  schedule  of  w; 
study  on  the  Scarritt  campus. 


and 


m 

churches  gave  them  a  chance 
share  their  faith  with  others. 

,  °n  Sundays,  August  6,  after  a 
final  fellowship  breakfast,  the  3’s 
gatheied  in  the  Upper  Room 
Chapel  for  the  dedication  service 
Bishop  Roy  Short,  of  Nashville, 
spoke. 

As  this  year’s  three’s  scatter 
throughout  the  world,  the  Office 
of  Missionary  Personnel  (150 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  New 
York)  begins  th'e  search  for  an¬ 
other  group  of  young  people  —  at 
least  sixty  are  needed  — •  who  will 
join  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Service  for  1957. 


ated  this  year.  They  constitute  the 
sixth  such  group  to  serve  as  special 
term  (two  year)  missionaries  in  the 
home  field.  This  limited  service  pro¬ 
gram  was  started  in  1951  and  is 
similar  to  a  foreign  service  program 
which  sends  young  lay  mission^ 
workers  abroad  for  a  three  year 
term.  The  three  young  men  are 
among  the  first  to  train  for  service 
in  the  missionary  institutions 
(schools  and  homes)  of  the  Woman’s 
Division. 

When,  on  “Hospital  Day”  in  India, 
His  Highness  Maharaja  Sri  Jaya 
Chamaraja  Wadiyar  Bahadur,  Raj- 
pramukh,  of  Mysore,  turned  the 
switch  on  the  new  deep  X-ray  ther- 
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apy  unit,  and  laid  £he  cornerstone 
of  the  cancer  ward.  Missionary  Dr. 
Ida  B.  Scudder,  head  of  the  radi¬ 
ology  department,  declared,  “We 
look  to  the  future  with  great  antic¬ 
ipation  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
treat  and  cure  early  eases  of  cancer. 
We  shall  give  the  best  services  pos¬ 
sible  within  our  facilities  of  equip¬ 
ment,  staff,  and  finances.  Three 
means  are  at  our  disposal:  public 
education  concerning  cancer;  keener 
appreciation  by  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  of  this  problem  and  more  care- 
.  ful  examination;  and  a  special  can¬ 
cer  prevention  clinic  to  be  started 
here  at  the  earliest  possible  mo¬ 
ment.” 
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Church  School  Workers" 
Conference  At  New  Iberia 


BACK  ROW,  left  to  right,  James  Hester,  General  Superintendent  of  the 
Church  School  of  New  Iberia;  E.  W.  Brown,  District  Director  of  Adult  Work 
in  the  Lafayette  District;  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  pastor,  Asbury  Church, 
Lafayette,  and  District  Director  of  Youth  Work;  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  pastor, 
First  Church,  New  Iberia. 

FRONT  ROW,  left  to  right,  Jerry  Fuller,  Director  of  Education  and 
Music,  First  Church,  New  Iberia;  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Lafayette  District,  and  Mrs.  Branton. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

Church  School  Rally  Day 
Offerings 

The  church  schools  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  have  made  a 
good  beginning  on  sending  in 
Church  School  Rally  Day  offerings. 
A  number  of  church  schools  that 
did  not  send  in  offerings  last  year 
have  already  reported  offerings  this 
year.  Also,  some  church  schools  are 
showing  increases  in  their  Rally  Day 
Offerings. 

The  reports  to  date  are  as  follows: 
Turrell,  $5.00;  Batesville,  First 
Church,  $100.00;  Mt.  Zion,  Hartman 
charge,  $3.00;  Hickory  Ridge,  $10.00; 
Huntington  Ave.,  Jonesboro,  $50.00; 
Pocahontas,  $40.00;  Shady  Grove, 
Bono  Circuit,  $5.00;  Earle,  $30.00; 
Mt.  View,  $10.00;  Spadra,  Hartman 
charge,  $5.00;  Rosewood,  West  Mem¬ 
phis,  $16.85;  West  Helena,  $25.00; 
Vann  dale,  $10.00;  Jacksonville, 
$30.00;  Mammoth  Spring,  $6.00;  Tru- 
mann,  $30.00;  Quitman,  $10.00;  Gra- 
vette,  $10.00;  St.  Paul,  Ft.  Smith, 
$50.00;  Yellville,  $15.00;  Promised 
Land,  $3.00;  Widener,  $10.40;  Gard¬ 
ner  Memorial,  N.  L.  R.,  $150.00; 
Jonesboro,  First  Church,  $250.00; 
Scotland,  $4.00;  Danville,  $14.01; 
Beacon,  $10.43;  Round  Pond,  $9.83; 
Wesley  Memorial,  Blytheville,  $2.00; 
Alpena,  $5.00;  Marion,  $50.00;  Union 
Grove,  $31.00. 


Benionville  Area  Training  School 

A  training  school  for  the  Benton- 
ville-Rogers  area  was  held  at  Ben- 
tonville,  October  1-3,  with  three 
courses  being  offered,  as  follows. 

Work  of  the  Local  Church,  Edwin 
Dodson 

Youth  and  Christian  Citizenship, 
Alfred  A.  Knox  < 

Improving  the  Church  School,  Ira 
A.  Brumley 

The  following  churches  were 
represented  in  the  school:  Benton- 
ville,  Centerton,  Rogers,  Bentonville 
Circuit,  and  Pea  Ridge. 

A  total  of  68  people  participated 
in  the  school  and  forty  course  cards 
were  issued. 


New  Certifications 

The  following  persons  have  re¬ 
cently  been  certified  for  the  course 
on  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Church¬ 
es”:  Rev.  George  J.  Kleeb,  Hackett, 
Ark.;  Rev.  E.  B.  Williams,  North 
Little  Rock;  Rev.  Charles  Casteel, 
Calico  Rock;  Mrs.  Harold  D.  Wom¬ 
ack,  Rogers;  Rev.  I.  L.  Claud,  Mar¬ 
ion. 

This  makes  a  total  of  thirteen 
persons  already  certified  this  year 
for  this  course.  Many  other  certifi¬ 
cations  will  be  clearing  at  an  early 
date. 

Miss  Anna  Rose  Miller  has  re¬ 
cently  been  certified  for  the  second 
series  course  on  “Guiding  Kinder¬ 
garten  Children  in  Christian 
Growth”  and  for  laboratory  school 
work  in  this  same  course. 

Mrs.  Frances  Winter  has  recently 
been  certified  for  the  second  series 
course  on  “Guiding  Nursery  Chil¬ 
dren  in  Christian  Growth”  and  for 


Instructors  In  The 
Little  Rock 
T raining  School 


DR.  WESLEY  C.  DAVIS 
Dr.  Wesley  C.  Davis,  Professor  of 
New  Testament  in  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  will  be  one  of 
the  instructors  in  the  Annual  Train¬ 
ing  School  for  Christian  Workers  at 
First  Church,  Eighth  and  Center, 
October  14-18.  The  school  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Churches  of 
Little  Rock  and  neighboring  com¬ 
munities.  Dr.  Davis  will  offer  the 
course  on  “Paul,  the  Man  and  His 
Wo-v  ” 


MRS.  W.  NEILL  HART 
Dr.  Boyd  Devore  will  be  the  in' 


laboratory  school  work  in  this  same 
course. 


Fort  Smiih  Area  Training  School 

Plans  have  been  completed  for  a 
six-unit  training  school  to  be  held 
at  Fort  Smith,  Goddard  Memorial 
Methodist  Chdrch,  Nov.  4-8.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  courses  are  to  be  offered. 

Understanding  Younger  Children, 
Miss  Evelyn  Briant 

Understanding  Older  Children, 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Tomlinson 

Intermediate  Leaders’  Workshop, 
William  Wilder 

The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
Miss  Regenia  Watson 

Christian  Education  in  the  Local 
Church,  Paul  O.  Cardwell 

Paul’s  Letters  to  Local  Churches, 
Miss  Mildred  Osment 


structor  for  the  course  on  “Helping 
Adults  to  Learn.”  Dr.  Devore  is 
Superintendent  of  the  Sulphur 
Springs  District  of  the  North  Texas 
Conference,  and  is  one  of  the  recog¬ 
nized  leaders  of  his  Conference. 

Other  courses  and  instructors  are: 

Teaching  Children  —  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Thompson 

Understanding  Children  —  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Beal 

Missionary  Education  of  Children 
— Mrs.  W.  Neill  Hart 

The  Children’s  Division  of  the 

Church— Mrs.  Roy  Scales 

Preparing  for  Marriage — Dr.  W. 
Neill  Hart 

Guiding  Intermediates — Mrs.  Bob 
Clark 

The  Meaning  of  Methodism— Dr. 
Henry  Goodloe 

Personal  Christian  Living  —  Dr. 
Robert  E.  L.  Bearden 


OAK  GROVE  ELECTS 
CHURCH  SCHOOL 
TEACHERS 

The  Commission  on  Education  of 
the  Oak  Grove  (La.)  Methodist 
Church  has  elected  the  following 
teachers  for  the  year: 

Adult  Class,  Cloyce  McNeal,  Jr.; 
Young  Peoples  Class,  Mrs.  Bertha 
McNeal;  Senior  Class,  Arnold  Mc¬ 
Neal;  Intermediate  Class,  Mrs.  Jerry 
Deloach;  Junior,  Mrs.  Hazel  Fuqua; 
Primary,  Mrs.  Thelma  Aymond; 
Kindergarten,  Mrs.  John  Sayes; 
Nursery,  Mrs.  Joline  McArthur.  Of¬ 
ficers  elected  are:  Secretary  to 
Adult  Class,  Mrs.  Ovie  McNeal; 
superintendent,  James  Moss;  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent,  E.  V.  McCann; 
secretary-treasurer,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Clark. 

Plans  were  made  for  the  observ¬ 
ance  of  Rally  Day  and  Promotion 
Day  on  October  7  with  a  Church 


The  First  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Iberia  held  a  Workers’  Con¬ 
ference  on  Tuesday  evening,  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  with  an  emphasis  on 
Fellowship,  Planning  and  Worship. 

Members  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  prepared  the 
dinner  which  was  served  to  the  51 
workers  who  attended  the  meeting. 

James  Hester,  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Church  School,  pre¬ 
sided  and  introduced  Rev.  W.  R. 
Wendt,  pastor  of  First  Church,  New 
Iberia,  who  in  turn  introduced  the 
four  leaders  for  the  Planning  Ses¬ 
sions  and  Worship  Service.  They 
were:  E.  W.  Brown,  District  Director 
of  Adult  Work,  charge  lay  leader 
of  First  Church,  Lafayette,  and 
principal  of  the  Myrtle  Place  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  in  Lafayette;  Rev. 
Byrl  -Moreland,  pastor  of  Asbury 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  and 
District  Director  of  Youth  Work; 
Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lafayette  District, 
and  Mrs.  Branton,  authority  on 
Children’s  Work  and  leader  to 
Church  School  work. 

The  different  divisions  went  into 
a  Planning  Session  under  the  fol* 
lowing  leaders:  The  Adult  Division 
under  E.  W.  Brown;  the  Youth 
Division  under  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland, 
and  the  Children’s  Division  under 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton.  Plans  were 
made  and  suggestions  offered  as  to 
how  to  have  a  more  effective 
Church  School. 

After  the  Planning  Session  the 
group  went  into  the  sanctuary  ^ 
a  period  of  worship  led  by  Rev. 

R.  Branton,  who  spoke  on  “Conse¬ 
cration.” 


School  program. 

Members  and  friends  of 
church  had  a  covered  dish  supP® 
and  fellowship  period  on  SeptenP 
27. 

Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor  of tD 
church. 
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Priest  Tells  of  New  Explorations 


Among 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  An 
intrepid  70-year-old  priest-explorer 
has  brought  back  news  to  the  world 
0f  a  tribe  of  pygmies  in  the  remote 
valleys  of  New  Guinea  who  may  be 
the  remnants  of  the  world’s  oldest 
culture.  The  pygmies  keep  them- 
selves  in  a  permanent  state  of  hap¬ 
piness  and  good  humor  by  consum¬ 
ing  large  quantities  of  Vitamin  T. 

The  Rev.  Martin  Gusinde,  S.V.D., 
professor  of  anthropology  at  Cath¬ 
olic  University  of  America,  returned 
from  a  trip  into  the  valleys  of  the 
Schrader  Mountains  in  central  New 
Guinea  with  surprising  information 
about  the  small  four-foot  race  of 
pygmies  who  live  in  that  almost 
inaccessible  corner  of  the  world. 

Father  Gusinde,  who  has  spent 
40  years  studying  pygmy  peoples  in 
South  America,  Africa  and  Asia,  is 
the  first  white  man  ever  to  visit 
these  New  Guinea  tribes  and  live 
among  them.  He  spent  about  six 
weeks  with  them. 

The  priest  said  that  his  anthropo- 
ogical  discoveries  concerning  these 
people  tend  to  support  the  theory 
that  modern  mankind  grew  up  from 
pygmy-sized  ancestors,  rather  than 
from  a  branch  of  man-sized  apes. 

“The  theory  that  man  is  descended 
from  the  higher  apes  must  be  com¬ 
pletely  abandoned,”  Father  Gusinde 
declared. 

Another  discovery  growing  out  of 
his  trip  this  summer  which  may 
be  equally  important  to  the  world 
of  science  is  that  the  pygmies  lead 
a  very  happy  existence,  despite  the 
hardships  of  their  environment,  due 
to  the  tranquillizing  effect  of  Vita¬ 
min  T.  They  get  the  vitamin  from 


FRANCE  EXPERIENCING 
ERA  OF  CHURCH  BUILDING 

Paris  (RNS)  —  Reconstruction 
of  war-damaged  or  demolished 
churches  has  made  this  one  of  the 
greatest  eras  of  church  building  in 
the  history  of  France. 

Since  1949  the  National  Union 
for  the  reconstruction  of  war-dam¬ 
aged  churches  has  restored  or  re¬ 
built  3,000  houses  of  worship.  Scale 
yodels,  photographs  and  plans  of 
'0  of  them  are  being  exhibited  in 
me  sixth  showing  af  sacred  art  at 
the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  here. 

Stark,  and  virtually  unorna- 
fjented,  the  models  indicate  an  ar¬ 
chitects’  revolt  against  the  clutter¬ 
ed  neo-Gothic  of  a  past  century, 
onie  are  adopted  from  modern  in¬ 
dustrial  designs. 

One  of  these  is  Notre  Dame 
ehurch  in  Royan,=-a  seaside  resort 
the  southwest  coast.  Architect 
illsey  who  designed  the  restora- 
i°n  of  the  building  almost  razed 
0  the  ground  when  German  troops 
e  ~  out  there  in  1945  said  he  was 
, : 5P'red  by  railroad  locomotive 
eds  built  by  the  engineer,  Bernard 
sa^  that  Roman  and 
hue  cathedrals  often  emerged 
^  building  ( methods  commonly 
Ployed  for  secular  architecture. 
I  mnned  to  dominate  the  low- 
i  I*1. 2  countryside  in  the  best 
dn  u  tradition,  the  walls  of  the 
Icre^  WR1  be  lofty  V-shaped 
in  en-iS.  rbinforcpd  concrete  on 
iCr  eIlipti?al  ground  plan.  The 
’la*ens  wil1  be  linked  by  large 
’ ass  panels. 
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Pygmies 

eating  large  ‘grubs  and  beetles.  They 
roast  the  beetles  in  earth  ovens  and 
find  them  quite  palatable,  he  re¬ 
ported. 

The  pygmies  never  quarrel  with 
one  another  and  sing  and  dance  al¬ 
most  every  night  for  sheer  joy,  the 
priest  said.  He  added  that  modern 
science  will  want  to  explore  further 
the  virtues  of  Vitamin  T  as  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  human  diets. 

Another  startling  fact  to  science 
which  Father  Gusinde  discovered  is 
that  among  these  pygmies  male 
births  outnumber  female  two  to 
one.  The  average  ratio  for  humanity 
as  a  whole  is  21  male  births  to  20 
female,  he  said.  A  similar  heavy 
disproportion  of  male  births  was 
noted  in  neighboring  New  Guinea 
tribes. 

“This  is  certainly  hereditary,”  he 
declared.  “Women  and  girls  are 
highly  prized  among  them  and  are 
in  very  short  supply,  leading  to  fre¬ 
quent  wife-stealing  raids.” 


New  Foundation  Plans 

Boston  (RNS)  —  Plans  for  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  $20,000,000  “Christialand” 
in  the  southwest  that  would  in¬ 
clude  reproducations  of  Nazareth, 
Jerusalem,  Gethsemane  and  other 
Biblical  sites  were  announced  here. 

Officials  of  the  American  Found¬ 
ation  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
Christian  Heritage,  the  sponsoring 
organization,  said  the  project  has 
the  approval  of  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  leaders  over  the 
country. 

Herbert  A.  Philbrick,  New  York 
Herald  Tribune  staff  writer  and 
fomer  FBI  undercover  agent,  is 
executive  secretary  of  the  founda¬ 
tion.  Esta  Barr,  retired  school 
teacher  and  former  public  relations 
counsel,  is  chairman  of  its  board  of 
trustees. 

Listed  as  other  trustees  are  Dr. 
Robert  H.  Pfeiffer  of  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity;  Dr.  Robert  Wood  Coe,  head 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bible  Society; 
and  Richard  S.  Blaisdell,  president 
of  the  Bryant-Stratton  (private) 
School  here. 

Dr.  Pfeiffer  said  Christialand 
will  be  “strictly  non-commercial 
with  no  concessions  of  any  kind” 
and  that  he  hoped  it  would  “give 
renewed  inspiration  and  faith  to 
more  than  5,000,000  visitors  a 
year.” 

Mr.  Philbrick  said  the  foundation 
is  chartered  under  Masschusetts 
law  as  a  non-profit  corporation.  He 
said  it  will  seek  to  finance  the  pro¬ 
posed  project  through  membership 
dues  and  gifts  and  endowments 
from  the  general  public,  business 


ADVISES  AMBITIOUS 
YOUNG  MEN  TO  EMBRACE 
RELIGION 

Atlanta,  Ga.  (RNS)  —  Advice  to 
the  young  man  who  wants  to  be 
president  of  his  company  one  day: 

“Adopt  and  hold  to  a  set  of  sound 
moral  and  spiritual  values.” 

That  comes  from  38-year-old  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Coleman,  president  of  Cole- 
man-Petterson  Corp.,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  also  is  president  of  the 
Young  Presidents  Organization  com¬ 
prising  1,100  top  youthful  business 
leaders  like  himself. 

Addressing  the  Atlantic  Kiwanis 
Club  Mr.  Coleman  said  that  an  am¬ 
bitious  young  man  is  courting  fail¬ 
ure  unless  he  has  something  more 


Methodists  Set  Up 
Deaconess  Exchange 
Program 

Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Setting  up  of  an  international  dea¬ 
coness  exchange  program  was  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Deaconess  Work  at  its  quad¬ 
rennial  meeting  here. 

Mary  Lou  Barnwell  of  New  York, 
executive  secretary,  said  the  first 
exchange,  probably  with  a  European 
country,  would  begin  next  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  term  of  each  deaconess 
exchange  will  be  for  a  year,  with 
nftie  months  spent  in  work  and 
three  in  travel  and  study. 

Bishop  H.  Clifford  Northcott  of 
Madison,  Wis.,  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission.  Mrs.  E.  U. 
Robinson  of  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  was 
re-elected  vice-chairman,  and  Neva 
McNabb  of  Hollywood,  Calif.,  was 
chosen  secretary. 

The  commission  approved  raising 
the  monthly  minimum  salaries  for 
deaconesses  from  $100  plus  main¬ 
tenance  to  $125  and  maintenance. 


"Christialand"  Project 

firms  and  other  foundations. 

Membership  in  the  foundation 
will  be  opened  to  the  public  at  a 
luncheon  here  Oct.  11,  Mr.  Phil¬ 
brick  said. 

A  2,000-acre  tract  in  Riverside 
Country,  California,  heads  a  list  of 
six  possible  sites  for  the  project, 
he  said,  with  four  others  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  one  in  Nevada. 

He  said  the  Riverside  site  was 
preferred  because  of  the  “extra¬ 
ordinary  similarity”  of  its  weather, 
soil  composition  and  general  ap¬ 
pearance  to  that  of  the  Holy  Land. 


Religion  Here  To  Stay, 
Communists  Told 

Hong  Kong  (RNS)  —  A  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Chinese  Communist 
Party  congress  in  Peiping  con¬ 
ceded  that  religion  “will  exist 
for  a  long  time  to  come.” 

For  that  reason,  Li  Wei  told 
the  congress,  “the  people  have 
the  freedom  to  follow  or  not  to 
follow  any  religion.” 

He  was  one  of  a  number  of 
delegates  who  spoke  at  the  con¬ 
gress  on  the  subject  of  religion 
in  China.  Most  of  them  stressed 
the  party  line  that  the  Commu¬ 
nist  government’s  policy  is  to 
“ensure  freedom  of  religious  be¬ 
lief.”  Several  said  that  religion 
is  still  a  strong  factor  in  China. 

Methodist  World 
Service  Contributions 
Rise 

Chicago  (RNS)  — Contributions 
to  Methodist  World  Service  in 
the  year  ended  last  May  31  to¬ 
taled  $9,972,622,  an  increase  of 
$569,269  over  the  previous  year, 
it  was  reported  here  by  Dr. 
Thomas  B.  Lugg,  general  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer. 

He  made  the  report  at  the 
quadrennial  meeting  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Council  on  World’ 
Service  and  Finance. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  was  elected 
council  president  to  succeed 
Bishop  Clare  Purcell,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  Alar,  who  l-etired  in  July. 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  was  chosen  vice- 
president. 


Methodists  To  Hold  Workshop  On 
Mass  Communication  Media 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  Plans 
for  increased  use  of  radio  and  TV 
by  the  Methodist  Church  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  develop  from  a  workshop 
to  be  .held  heye  Oct.  9-11  for  chair¬ 
men  of  the  television-radio-film 
commissions  of  the  various  Meth¬ 
odist  Conferences  over  the  country. 

Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer,  general 
secetary  of  the  Methodist  Televi¬ 
sion,  Radio  said  that  “the  rapid 
strides  being  taken”  by  the  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  use  of  mass  com¬ 
munications  had  created  an  urgent 
need  for  such  a  consultation. 

S'ig  Mickelson  of  New  York, 
vice-president  of  the  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System  in  charge  of 
news  and  public  affairs,  will  be  a 
featured  speaker  at  the  workship. 
He  will  discuss  ways  in  which  the 
radio-TV  industry  can  cooperate  in 
religious  programming. 

Other  speakers  will  be  Dr.  S. 
Franklin  Mack  of  New  York,  exe¬ 
cutive  director  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission;  Bishop 
Donald  H.  Tippett  of  San  Francis¬ 
co,  president  of  both  the  Methodist 
and  National  Council  commissions; 


to  offer  than  energy  and  know-how. 

“I  am  convinced  that  workers 
have  a  fine  sensitivity  to  spiritual 
qualities  and  want  to  work  for  a 
boss  who  believes  in  something  and 
in  whom,  they  can  believe,”  he 
said. 

“Religion  is  an  important  part  of 
any  well-rounded  executive’s  life.” 


Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  vice-president  of 
the  Methodist  commission,  and  Dr. 
E.  Harold  Mohn  of  Chicago,  exe¬ 
cutive  director  of  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Promotion  and 
Cultivation. 

Workshop  sessions  on  various 
phases  of  state  and  community 
work  in  mass  communications 
media  have  been  scheduled  for  the 
conference,  Dr.  Spencer  said. 


URGES  ALL  CHRISTIANS 
HELP  OVERCOME  CHURCH 
DIVISIONS 

Auburn,  Mass.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Samuel  McCrea  Cavert  of  New 
York,  American  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  called 
here .  upon  all  Christians  to  help 
overcome  “the  barriers  which 
separate  the  churches.” 

He  spoke  at  a  conference  on 
“The  Nature  of  the  Unity  We  Seek” 
sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts 
Council  of  Churches. 

“There  is  an  increasing  recogni¬ 
tion,”  he  said,  “that  the  whole  pro¬ 
blem  of  unity  has  been  left  too 
much  to  professional  theologians 
and  ecumenical  specialists.” 

Representatives  of  11  denomina¬ 
tions  affiliated  with  the  council  at¬ 
tended  the  gathering  which  was 
presided  over  by  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Bishop  Norman  B.  Nash  of 
Massachusetts. 
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NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 
ESSAY  CONTEST  ANNOUNCED 


Pictured  above  is  Bill  Byers,  winner  of  last  year’s  Temperance  Essay, 
receiving  the  $ 50.00  Savings  Bond,  first  place  award  from  Rev.  W.  Leonard 
Byers,  vice-president  of  the  - Conference  Board  of  Temperance. 


The  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Essay  Contest  for  young  people, 

SnrSCthe0fsSccC“orhe  essay 
for  this  year,  “Alcohol,  Society  and 
Mp  ’’according  to  Rev.  Raymond  A. 
Dolman  of  Fayetteville,  chatrman 
of  the  Board. 

Dates  for  the  contests  are:  Loca 

^DiS  Director  of  Temperance 
by  March  1,  1957.  Conference-The 
District  Directors  must  have  the 
District  winning  essay  in 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Temperance  by  April  15, 
1957. 

The  basis  of  awards  is  on  re 
search  illustration  and  originality, 
3  the  length  of  the  essay  should, 
not  be  less  than  1000  words  or  moref 

^Any^oung  person  is 
is  less  than  23  years  of  age*nd .has 
not  completed  more  than  one  yeai 
of  college  by  February  1,  1957,  who 
is  a  member  of  a  Methodist  Sun 
day  School  Class  or  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  within  the  bounds 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference, 
and  who  has  not  attended  a  Juris¬ 
dictional  or  National  School  of  Al¬ 
cohol  Studies.  .  , 

The  awards  are  provided  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Temperance 
and  consist  of  District,  first  place, 
$15.00,  second  place,  $10.00,.  and 
third  place,  $5.00.  Conference,  first 
place,  $50.00  U.  S.  Savings  Bond, 
second  place,  $25.00  Savings  Bond, 
and  third  place,  $10.00. 

The  Board  of  Temperance  will 
pay  up  to  $75.00  on  registration, 
travel,  meals  and  expenses  to  the 
National  Youth  Alcohol  studies  for 
the  Conference  first  place  winner, 
provided  he  or  she  wishes  to  at¬ 
tend.  If  the  first  place  winner  does 
not  wish  to  attendr  the  second  and 
third  place  winnerTTn  turn  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  go. 

The  essay  must  be  written  by  the 
contestant  without  help  except  lit¬ 
erary  suggestions  made  by  school 
instructors,  parents,  or  pastors.  The 
subject  matter  must  come  as  a  re¬ 


sult  of  study  and  must  be  original 
in  its  presentation. 

Materials  for  research  can  be  se¬ 
cured  from  Temperance  Press,  100 
Maryland  Avenue,  N.  E.  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  The  following  books  are 
available:  “Some  Notes  on  the  Al¬ 
cohol  Problem,”  t»y  Deets  Pickett, 
price  25c;  “Basic  Information  on 
Alcohol,”  by  Albinon  R.  King,  $1.50. 
Other  books  on  the  subject  may  be 
secured  from  pastors,  private  and 
public  libraries.  Booklets  and 
Pamphlets  which  may  be  secured 
are:  “Doing  Something  About  Al¬ 
cohol,”  by  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  25c; 
“Alcohol:  An  Inside  Story,”  by  W. 
S.  Evans,  10c,  copies  of  “Clipsheet” 
which  may  be  secured  from  all  pas¬ 
tors. 

Bill  Byers  was  winner  of  last 
year’s  temperance  essay  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  $50.00  bond,  first  place 
award.  Others  receiving  conference 
awards  were  Hoyt  S.  Purvis,  Jones¬ 
boro  District,  $25.00  for  second  place 
and  Sandra  Sanders,  Batesville  Dis¬ 
trict,' $10.00  for  third  place. 


YOUTH  MEETINGS 
AT  HACKETT 

A  series  of  youth  meetings  at  the 
Hackett  Methodist  Church  was  in¬ 
terrupted  by  a  storm  that  came  to 
the  area  on  August  31.  This  was  to 
have  been  the  final  meeting  in  the 
series  but  had  to  be  postponed  on 
account  of  the  storm. 

Leaders  report  that  the  two  pre¬ 
vious  meetings  were  well  attended 
and  added  much  to  the  spiritual 
life  of  those  who  attended.  The  first 
meeting  was  led  by  John  Tolleson, 
assisted  by  H.  Hile,  both  of  Green¬ 
wood,  the  second  by  H.  B.  Stewart, 
also  of  Greenwood.  Special  musical 
numbers  were  given  by  Martha 
Dempsey  and  Nancy  Brooks  of 
Barling. 

Visitors  were  present  from  other 
churches  in  the  area. 

Mrs.  Lois  Thayer  is  the  Counselor 
of  the  Hackett  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  and  James  Porter  is  the 
president. 

Rev.  O.  R.  Findley,  pastor  of  the 
Hartford  Methodist  Church,  will 
give  a  chalk  talk  on  the  theme  of 


Page  Fourteen 


Large  Attendance 
From  Louisiana  At 
Workshop 

The  group  from  Louisiana  which 
attended  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  Workshop  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
August  9-16,  was  the  second  largest 
group  attending  the  Workshop,  ac¬ 
cording  to  report.  They  were:  Car¬ 
olyn  Woodfin,  Baton  Rouge;  Mary 
Nan  Stanley,  Oakdale;  Fred  Kel¬ 
logg,  Elizabeth;  Norma  Lee  Love, 
Lafayette;  Kenneth  Ellzey,  Shreve¬ 
port;  Barbara  LWtrell,  DeRidder; 
Billie  Sue  Swanson,  Monroe;  Jay 
Koonce,  Sulphur;  Caroline  Cole, 
Mansfield;  Llewellyn  Spillman,  Jr., 
Spillman;  Gene  Wagner,  Greenwell 
Springs;  Raymond  H.  .Shokes,  Jr., 
Baton  Rouge;  Barbara  Hall,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  and  Spiller  Milton,  West  Mon¬ 
roe. 

Jay  Koonce,  Conference  vice- 
president,  was  on  the  Jurisdictional 
Council  and  helped  to  plan  the 
Youth  Workshop  for  this  year.  The 
other  young  people  were  conference 
officers  or  leaders  within  their  dis¬ 
trict. 

Adults  who  attended:  Rev.  L.  J. 
Futch,  Doyline;  Mrs.  F.  M.  Terrall, 
Lake  Providence,  Rev.  Don  Barnes, 
Baton  Rouge,  and  Miss  Louise 
Sharp,  Shreveport.  The  adults  were: 
District  Director  of  Youth  Work, 
Counselor,  Director  of  Christian  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  Conference  Director  of 
Youth  Work  . 

The  group  played  a  vital  part, 
reports  indicate,  in  the  plans  that 
were  made  later  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  Council  as  they  planned 
the  year’s  work. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Howard  Brown 

A  meeting  of  the  Howard  Brown 
Sub-District  was  held  in  Tallulah, 
La.,  at  the  Methodist  Church  on 
August  2. 

Betty  Wall,  president,  presided 
over  the  meeting  and  Mary  Jo  El¬ 
lington,  Joye  Gallman  and  Mrs. 
Alvin  McCarty  of  the  Rayville 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  in¬ 
stalled  the  new  officers  -for  the 
year.  They  are:  President,  Lonnie 
Carlyle;  vice-president,  Myrna 
Mosely;  secretary-treasurer,  Janice 
Johnson;  Power  and  Concern  repre¬ 
sentative,  Ellen  Carlthorpe;  public¬ 
ity  chairman,  Charlotte  Stodghill, 
and  counselor,  Rev.  Cecil  Mims. 

After  the  installation  service,  a 
recreation  period  was.  held  and  re¬ 
freshments  were  served. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
November  11. — Charlotte  Stodghill. 


the  meetings,  “Christ  Above  All,” 
at  the  postponed  meeting,  the  date 
of  which  will  be  set  in  the  near 
future. 


Capital 

The  Capital  Sub-District  meeting 
for  September  was  held  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Methodist  Churchy  Baton 
Rouge,  on  Tuesday,  September  25 
with  President  Ray  Shokes  presid¬ 
ing. 

“Far  From  Alone,”  a  film  con¬ 
cerning  alcohol,  was  shown  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Fall  Action  Project 
of  the  Methodist  Gfiurch  which  is 
on  the  subject,  “Drinking  and  Chris- 
tian  Living.”  This  inspiring  film  put 
drinking  and  one  youth’s  stand 
against  it  on  a  simple,  everyday 
level.  The  149  young  people  present 
went  away  much  more  informed  on 
“Drinking  and  Christian  Living.” 

During  the  business  meeting,  a 
report'  was  given  by  Marjorie  Rey¬ 
nard  of  the  University  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Fellowship  Teams. 
These  teams  consisted  of  young 
people  who  went  out  on  request  to 
the  rural  church  to  help  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  groups.  It 
was  also  announced  that  the  work¬ 
shop  for  the  Sub-District  officers 
will  be  held  at  the  Istrouma  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  on  October  20  from 
10:00  a.m.  until  2:30  p.m. 

The  purpose  of  the  Sub-District 
is  to  help  keep  the  churches  of  the 
area  informed  on  happenings  in  the 
Methodist  Church  and  to  give  aid, 
when  asked  for,  to  the  churches  in 
their  area. — Reporter 
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How  to  Keep  Others  From 
Thinking  You  Are  Deaf.  * . 


No  bulky  bows,  thick 
frames  or  danglink 
cords  to  advertise  your 
hearing  loss.  Ideal  for 
conductive  typ?  deaf¬ 
ness.  Be  smart.  Wear 
slenderized  Maico 
Hearing  Glasses.  Get 
booklet  Freel 
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For  Church  Financial  Assistance  To 
Build  Or  Remodel 

CONTACT 

CHURCH  LOANS 

Incorporated 

CLINTON,  JdlSS. 

The  Bond  Plan  that  helps  you  help  the  Church 
Payments  made  through  your  local  Bank. 

An  Advisory  Board  composed  of  leading  Ministers 

A  DEDICATED  SERVICE  TO  ALL  CHURCHES 
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MEMORIALS 
IN  MEMORY  OF : 

J-,rE'  Se"5intaffar  by  The  Fidelity  class— 
Hazen  Methodist  Church 
George  Jensen  by  The  Fidelity  Class,  Haz¬ 
en  Methodist  Church 
Clarence  Isch  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Lineker 
W.  A  McKenzie  by  Mrs.  Lois  Dickinson 
Mrs.  I.  B.  Nicholson  by  The  Adult  S  S 
Class.  DeVaUs  Bluff  Methodist  Church 
W.  W.  Haley  by  Mrs.  Noel  Martin 
George  Jensen  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaylon  L 
Miller 

Rev.  Roy  Davis  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Blankenship 

W.  W  Haley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Blank- 
ensnjp 

Clarence  Isch  by  Mary  G.  Thach 
Fred  Vining  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Swan  B 
Moss 

darence  Isch  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Swan  B 
Moss 

A.  C.  Isch  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Tuber- 
ville 

Dr  James  Workman  by  Mr.  Alton  B 
Kaney 

RMorehPeadman  by  Dr'  and  Mrs'  Connor 
RTownsendrett  ^  Mr'  and  Mrs'  W-  H- 

DChamb«iinW°rkman  by  Mrs'  Roy  R 

t'J'  cest,ar'  hZ  Mrs-  c-  w-  Kinslow,  Jr. 
Mr?.-  v-  M-  Cordell  by  Mrs.  C.  W 

Kinslow,  Jr.  ’ 

D't?'  by  Mrs-  Norman  W.  Peacock, 

Jr.,  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Price 
George  Jensen  by  Hazen  Methodist  Ch 
C1®rence  Isch  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C  B 
Walker 

^Church°rter’  Jr'’  by  Lakeside  Methodist 

^Reaves  T'  Franks  by  Miss  Josephine 

Joe  Alien  Jones  by  Willing  Workers  Class 
Primrose  Methodist  Church 
Jof';Ph..E-  McGarry  by  Mayme  W.  Currie 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neill  M.  Sloan 
Mrs.  Avan  Goodrum  and  Mr.  Claiborne 
Goodrum  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bransford, 

A.  C.  Isch  by  Mary  A.  Lawrence 
M?ssP°rter  by  °r'  and  Mrs-  Svvan  B- 

mbs;  Moss^3  °xner  by  Dr- and  Mrs- Swan 

J°aSnShc?'  ^cGarry  by  Mr-  and  Mrs.  Leroy 
and  Stanley  Turner 


Mrs.  Edd  Allison  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  L. 
Cochran 

A  N.  Lyons  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Brans¬ 
ford 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Rogers  by  Miss  Polly  May- 
hew  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Gray 
D.  -O.  Porter  by  the  Jack  Frank  Family 
George  Jensen  and  Maxie  Westerfield  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Woods 
Wiley  T.  Jones  by  T.  J.  Raney  and  Sons 
Algie  Lyons  by  Mrs.  O.  L  Shull 
Algie  Lyons  by  Paifl  Brown’s  Bible  Class. 

Lonoke  Methodist  Church 
Clarence  A.  Isch  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
S.  Cherry,  Jr. 

R.  D.  Garrett  by  Lydia  Athleen  Whitten 
Mrs.  Maud  McCormish  by  Mrs.  Jennings 
Mize 

/  Justice  R.  Tucker  by  Mrs.  Mary  McG 
Nobles 

Justin  R.  Tucker  by  Edna  Raines  Class, 
Star  City  Methodist  Church 
Algie  Lyons  by  Mr.  James  B.  Abraham 
Oscar  David  Porter  by  Mr.  and  Mrs  L  L 
Lipe 

V.  J.  Trotter  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W 
Phillips 

Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Lewis  by  Strdng  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

R.  D.  Garrett  by  Mr.  and  Mrs  G  T 
Harris 

L.  D.  Sawyer  by  Harold  Fincher 
L.  D.  Sawyer  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Clark 
D  O.  Porter  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W 
Collins 

Mrs.  Donald  Barger  by  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Robert  M.  Scarlett 

Mrs.  Floyd  Roberts  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R 
J  ohnson 

Ed  Heustess  by  The  Couples  Class  of  the 
Forrest  City  Methodist  Sunday  School 
Ed  Heustess  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  Van¬ 
diver 

Ed  Heustess  by  Miss  Margaret  Baker 
c -  , r,A •  Marshall  by  Mrs.  Margaret  A. 
Whalen  and  Family 

Mae  and  Frances  Hollabaugh  by  Mrs.  Dora 
Hollabaugh 

w-  A-  Teague  by  The  Round  Pond  Sun- 
day  School  and  Church 
w-  A-  Teague  by  Small,  Katherine  and 
Elizabeth  Morgan 

S'  Teague  by  Marion  Methodist/Ch. 

W.  A.  Teague  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sikes 
Baniel  M.  Proctor  by  Mr  and  Mrs 
O.  O.  Chappelle 

MrS'-  .L®na  ,  Dancer  by  Springfield  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  School 

CONNOR  MOREHEAD 
Superintendent 


New  Books 

Think  About  These 
Things 

Jane  Merchant,  Author 

Abingdon  Press:  96  pages — $1.50 
Publication  Date,  Sept.  10 

These  86  meditations,  which  re¬ 
flect  a  wide  range  of  interests 'and 
insights,  are  based  on  the  theme  of 
Philippians  4:8  (R.S.V.):  “Whatever 
is  true,  whatever  is  honorable,  what¬ 
ever  is  just,  whatever  is  pure,  what¬ 
ever  is  lovely,  whatever  is  gracious, 
if  there  is  any  excellence,  if  there 
>s  anything  worthy  of  praise,  think 
about  these  things.” 

A  worthy  companion  volume  to 
the  author’s  prize-winning  THE 
GREATEST  OF  THESE,  this  book 
follows  the  same  plan:  each  devo¬ 
tion  opens  with  a  scripture  quota- 
ton,  is  centered  around'  an  original 
Poem,  and  closes  with  a  brief  pray- 

Miss  Merchant’s  poems  reveal  the 
eep  significance  of  simple,  every- 
ay  happenings  and  convey  sincere 
^motion  with  a  refreshing  lack  of 
entimentality.  Her  work  has  drawn 
Praise  from  such  well-known  writ¬ 
es  as  Carl  Sandburg  and  Jesse 

“tharJ:^Mr'  Stuart  has  called  her 
jn  ,foe*  religious  poetry 


IF  YOUR  CLUB, 
CLASS  or  MISSION 
NEEDS  MONEY? 

Obtain  A  Franchise 
Now  For  The  Sale 
in  Your  City  of 

BENSON'S  SLICED 
OLD  HOME 
FRUIT  CAKE 

A  Planned 
Community  Service 

NEARLY  1000  CLUBS  And 
INSTITUTIONS  Now  Par¬ 
ticipating.  Many  For  The 
Fourth  Year. 

|  Your  Club  can  enjoy  the 
praise  _  of  your  community 
and  raise  needed  funds  easy 
by  selling  the  VERY  BEST 
Sliced  Fruit  Cake  you  ever 
tasted.  Make  a  $1  on  each 
cake  and  SAVE  your  cus¬ 
tomer  a  $1. 

Phone.  Wire  or  Write  Today 

BENSON'S 

Box  71,  Athens,  Ga. 


October  n,  1956 


UNITED  CHURCH  WOMEN 
MEET  IN  NEW  YORK 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
the  Various  fields,  and  took  part 
in  extensive  discussions.  Miss  Lisa 
Sergio,  writer,  lecturer,  editor  of 
Worldover  Press  .and  former  well 
known  radio  newscaster,  presented 
the  results  of  a  survey  on  the  use 
by  UCW  of  the  press,  radio,  tele¬ 
vision  and  films  to  tell  its  story. 
A  tour  of  the  New  York  Times 
was  made,  a  film  luncheon  was 
held,  and  a  reception  for  conferees 
was  given  by  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company. 


M  A  J  Oft  FHED  KELLEV 

INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Giant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  fosses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

F  R  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


CHRISflM  IfJ&MTfrn 

workers  WArJifcU 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Gocd  commission. 
Bend  for  f=-ee  catalog  and  prlce  -llsL 

George  W.  Ndble,  Tha  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D.  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago.  5,  HI. 
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Ever  count  the  number  of  jobs  electricity  does  for 
you?  It  preserves  and  prepares  food  .  .  .  cleans  and 
washes  .  . .  cools  or  warms  .  .  .  provides  light  and  en¬ 
tertainment  . . .  saves  you  work,  time  or  money  in 
every  room  in  your  house. 

What’s  more,  electricity  is  every  bit  the  bargain 
it  used  to  be— even  if  your  electric  bills  are  higher. 
They  re  higher  because  you’re  using  so  many  more 
electric  servants.  Actually,  the  average  American 
family  is  getting  about  twice  as  much  electricity  for 
each  dollar  today  as  it  received  a  generation  ago ! 

Bet  you  can  t  say  that  about  any  other  item  in 
your  family’s  budget! 

POWER  &  USUI 

HELPING  BUILD  ARKANSAS 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  (hr  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S  A. 


lllBIlii 


LESSON  FOR  OCTOBER  21,  1956 

/ 

“GOD’S  COMMAND  TO  TEACH’* 

READ  6th  CHAPTER  OF  DEUTERONOMY. 
MEMORY  SELECTION:  And  these  words  which  I 

command  you  this  day  shall  be  upon  your  heart;  and  you 
shall  teach  them  diligently  to  your  children.  (Deut.  6:6-7) 


We  study  today  the  3rd  lesson  of 
Unit  IX,  “Great  Passages  of  the 
Bible.”  The  subject  for  this  lesson 
is  “God’s  Command  To  Teach.” 

In  Deuteronomy  Moses,  now 
grown  old,  is  giving  his  last  charge 
to  the  Israelites  whom  he  loved  so 
much  and  for  -.whom  he  had  done 
so  much.  In  the  5th  chapter  of  Deu¬ 
teronomy,  just  preceding  t  h  e 
chaptei*  from  which  our  lesson  is 
taken,  Nfoses  repeats  for  the  Israel¬ 
ites  the  Ten  Commandments  much 
as  they  were  delivered  to  them  by 
the  Lord  from  Mt.  Sinai  soon  after 
they  came  out  of  Egypt,  almost 
forty  years  before. 

After  reciting  these  command¬ 
ments,  Moses  says,  in  the  opening 
verse  of  our  lesson  text,  Now 
these  are  "'the  commandments,  the 
statutes  and  the  judgments,  which 
the  Lord  your  God  commanded  to 
teach  you,  that  ye  might  do  them 
in  the  land  whither  ye  go  to  pos¬ 
sess  it”  In  these  words  Moses  ex¬ 
presses  his  deep  concern  that  the 
children  of  Israel  continue  to  keep 
in  mind  these  great  principles  for 
living  and  teach  their  children  to 
obey  them,  when  they  were  settled 
in  the  Promised  Land. 

Last  week  we  studied  the  len 
Commandments  as  they  are  re¬ 
corded  in  Exodus  20:  1-21,  This 
week  we  are  concerned  with  the 
spirit  and  the  consistency  with 
which  these  laws  are  observed  by 
ourselves  and  our  children  We 
should  ever  remember  that  Gods 
“Laws  for  Life”  do  not  prevent 
personal  freedom;  they  Pr+eserv^^ 
Anyone,  in  freedom  of  action,  may 
decide  to  make  Gods  laws  [Jj 
pattern  for  life  and  in  so  doing 
find  that  he  lives  life  at  lts  beat> 
without  fear  of  a  hurtful  back¬ 
wash  in  later  life  as  a  result  of  the 
form  of  life  lived.  If,  m  freedom  of 
action,  he  decides  to  disregard 
God’s  laws  he  may,  for  the  while, 
seem  to  live  life  unhampered  by 
discipline.  Nevertheless,  m  break¬ 
ing  God’s  laws,  he  faces  the  mevit- 
able  back-wash  of  such  living  and 
eventually  suffers  the  hurt  of  try¬ 
ing  to  live  in  spiritual  lawlessness 
in  a  world  in  which  spiritual  laws 
stand  as  firm  and  eternal  as  the 
God  who  established  them. 


God's  Command  To  Teach 

In  this  last  charge  of  Moses  to 
Israel,  he  is  concerned  about  two 
matters  which  he  feels  are  of  vita 
importance  to  Israel  in  its  future 
development.  First,  he  knew  that 
the  generation  of  people  to  whom 
he  was  talking  would  survive,  as  a 
as  a  chosen  people,  only  as  they 
remembered  and  obeyed  God  s 
laws.  Second,  he  knew  that  future 
generations  of  Israel  could  hope 
for  survival  only  as  they,  too,  knew 
and  obeyed  these  great  laws. 

Moses,  in  accord  with  God’s 
Command,  was  repeating  these 
laws  to  the  Israelites  about  him, 


as  he  probably  often  had  done  be¬ 
fore.  He  charges  them,  not  only  to 
remember  and  obey  the  command¬ 
ments  delivered  them  from  the 
Lord,  but  he  declares  that  they 
must  teach  them  to  their  sons  and 
teach  them  in  such  a  way  that  their 
sons  will  realize  that  it  is  impera¬ 
tive  to  pass  the  message  on  to  suc¬ 
ceeding  generations  “that  thy  days 
may  be  prolonged.”  Moses  is  in¬ 
directly  saying  that  their  survival 
would  depend  on  their  faithfulness 
and  the  faithfulness  of  future  gen¬ 
erations  to  God’s  laws. 

In  this  final  exhortation  by  Moses, 
he  places  the  primary  responsibili¬ 
ty  for  the  religious  instruction  of 
childen  where  that  responsibility 
rightly  belongs  —  on  parents.  It 
was  a  long  time  ago  when  Moses 
wrote.  Nevertheless,"  despite  the 
centuries  that  have  passed,  the  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  for  the  reli¬ 
gious  instruction  of  children  still 
rests  on  the  home.  It  is  possible  for 
parents  to  neglect  this  responsibili¬ 
ty  but  they  cannot  escape  it,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  other  agencies  out¬ 
side  the  home  that  may  supplement 
the  home  training. 

Parents  Should  Teach  and  Train 
Little  Children 

We  hear  much  today  about  “self 
expression”  in  the  development  of 
child  life.  Without  question,  care¬ 
ful  thought  should  be  given  to  the 
development  of  initiative  and  posi¬ 
tive  actidn  in  child  life.  However, 
we  do  not  believe  that  children 
should  be  left  to  go  it  alone  in  the 
selection  of  a  course  of  action  for 
their  lives.  This  can  seldom  be 
done  in  the  educational  processes 
since  few  children  would,  on  their 
own  initiative,  give  the  time  to 
school  work  necessary  to  proper 
development.  It  cannot  often  be 
done  in  training  for  proper  human 
relationships.  “Self  preservation  is 
the  first  law  of  nature”  we  are  told. 
This  is  only  a  veiled  way  of  say¬ 
ing  that,  normally,  we  think  of  self 
first. 

The  fact  is  that,  sooner  or  later, 
we  generally  find  it  necessary,  in 
practically  every  activity  of  child 
life  to  substitute  parental  direction 
and  guidance  for  “self  expression,” 
if  the  child  is  to  be  properly  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  world  about  it.  This  is 
true  because,  having  gone  the  way 
before  them,  experience  enables  us 
to  make  some  helpful  suggestion. 

The  reason  this  generation  is  so 
far  advanced  in  civilization,  as 
compared  to  primitive  life  is  the 
fact  that  we  have  the  advantage  of 
the  accumulated  experiences  and 
the  research  of  the  generations 
gone  before.  Any  generation  that 
would  start  out  to  learn  everything 
for  itself  by  personal  experience, 
without  taking  advantage  of  -the 
accumulated  knowledge  of  the 
centuries  past,  would  soon  find  it¬ 


self  in  a  rather  primitive  kind  of 
life.  It  is  our  feeling  that  any 
parent  does  his  child  an  injustice 
when  he  fails  to  give  it,  in  love  and 
kindness,  the  advantage  of  his 
years  of  experience  in  life. 

This  is  true,  yve  believe,  because 
life  is  too  short  for  any  of  us  to 
learn  very  much  by  unguided  per¬ 
sonal  experience  without  trying 
something  that  might  easily  wreck 
life.  We  would  not  dare  let  our 
child  learn  which  food  is  whole¬ 
some  by  tasting  everything,  that 
came  to  hand.  Germs  and  poisons 
would  take  a  terrible  toll  in  such 
an  experiment.  If  each  individual 
had  to  learn  by  experience  the 
laws  of  health  and  their  remedies, 
we  would  be  little  ahead  of  the 
witch  doctors.  As  it  is,  each  genera¬ 
tion  stands  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
generations  of  the  past  and  starts 
there  its  continue^  development. 

This  same  thing  should  be  true 
spiritually.  The  children  of  this  gen¬ 
eration  should,  through  the  jteach- 
.  ings  of  their  parents,  have  the  im¬ 
measurable  advantage  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  experiences  of  the  gener¬ 
ations  past.  Standing  on  the  shoul¬ 
ders  of  the  religious  giants  of  the 
past  and  good  people  of  the  present, 
they  should  go  from  there  to  reach 
even  higher  goals.  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  in  the  home  and  in  the 
church  is  a  “must”  if  we  are  to  bring 
in  the  kingdom. 

The  Lord  Is  One  God 

With  verse  four  of  the  lesson  text 
begins  the  “Shema”  passage  which 
has  been  so  vital  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Jewish  religion.  The 
word  “Shema”  comes  from  the  first 
word  of  the  passage,  “Hear.”  The 
“confession  of  faith”  for  the  Jews 
across  the  centuries  is  found  in  the 
verses  4-5,  “Hear,  O  Israel:  The 
Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord:  and  thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thine  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  might”  These 
words  were  often  worn  on  ^  their 
forearms  or  foreheads  and  written 
on  their  doorposts  and  recited  twice 
daily  to  keep  ever  before  them  this 
basic  truth  that  there  is  but  one 
God  and  that  He  should  be  loved 
with  every  power  of,  life.  While 
Christians  talk  of  the  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Spirit,  we  also  say  that 
They  are  Three  in  One.  We,  too, 
believe  that  there  is  but  one  God. 
Also,  we  have  from  Jesus  the  farfct 
that  the  most  important  thing  in  our 
religious  life  is  to  love  God  su¬ 
premely  and  our  neighbors  as  our¬ 
selves.  Moses  warned  against  for¬ 
getting  God.  Our  generation  needs 
to  hear  that  warning  in  thunder 
tones.  The  leaders  of  the  world 
should  learn,  after  these  centuries, 
the  futility  of  trying  to  work  out  an 
international  peace  plan  without  in¬ 
cluding  God  in  the  plan.  God  is  the 
principal  factor  in  our  world’s  life. 
It  is  folly  to  try  to  solve  the  world’s 
problems  while  leaving  this  most 
important  factor  out  of  the  equasion. 

Lest  We  Forget 

Our  lesson  text  for  today  is  taken 
from  the  6th  chapter  of  Deuteron¬ 
omy.  The  first  selection  of  the  les¬ 
son  begins  with  the  1st  verse  and 
ends  with  the  9  th.  The  next  selec¬ 
tion  includes  verse/  20-25.  In  this 
chapter,  between  the  9th  and  20th 
verses  is  found  a  warning  to  Israel 
against  forgetting  God  when  its 
people  are  settled  in  the  Promised 
Land  where  they  would  inherit 
houses  and  orchards  and  wells  for 
which  they  had  not  labored. 

This  fear,  lest  Israel  later  forget 
God,  seemed  to  hang  over  the  head 
of  Moses  like  a  dark  shadow.  Pos- 
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sibly  it  was  because  he  remembered 
the  time  when  he  was  separated 
from  Israel  for  forty  days,  as  he  was 
in  the  mountain  with  God,  and,  on 
his  return  found  that,  in  thkt  short 
time,  they  had  their  gold  moulded 
into  the  form  of  a  calf  and  were 
worshipping  it  as  a  god. 

Life’s  real  testing  time  comes 
when  we  have  attained  our  heart’s 
desire.  Having  achieved  something 
for  which  one  labors,  having  reach¬ 
ed  a  goal  long  sought,  too  often  we 
feel  that  it  is  the  result  of  our  own 
brilliancy  and  powers.  Having  done 
so  well  for  ourselves  we  develop  a 
sense  of  self-sufficiency  and  forget 
or  willfully  neglect  God.  Israel 
needed  to  learn,  as  we  so  badly  need 
to  learn,  that  we  never  outgrow  our 
need  of  divine  help. 

When  Your  Son  Asks 

One  of  the  severe  testing  times  of 
parental  life  is  the  time  when  the 
son,  or  daughter  begins  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions.  Parents  can  make  themselves 
or  break  themselves  in  the  confi¬ 
dence,  respect  and  loyalty  of  their 
children  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  answer  questions  that  are  ask¬ 
ed  by  a  child  whose  mind  is  just 
beginning  to  be  inquisitive.  Children 
are  satisfied,  or  appear  to  be,  with 
almost  any  answer  a  parents  gives 
to  questions  they  ask  in  their  early 
life.  However,  unless  we  are  honest, 
sincere  and  truthful  in  the  answers 
we  give,  we  are  laying  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  trouble  in  the  days  ahead. 
The  answer  may  appear  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  satisfactory  for  the  time.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  there  will  come  a  time  in 
later  life  when  the  child,  grown 
older,  will  know  whether  we  have 
dealt  honestly  with  it.  Many  parents 
are  puzzled  about  the  fact  that  their 
teen-age  children  distrust  them. 
Often  this  distrust  is  born  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  answered 
their  questions  when  they  first  be¬ 
gan  to  be  really  inquisitive. 

Brought  Out  To  Be  Brought  In 

Moses  tells  the  children  of  Israel 
that,  in  their  instruction  to  inquir¬ 
ing  children,  they  must  give  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  fact  that  God  had 
brought  them  out  of  the  land  of 
"bondage  that  He  might  bring  them 
into  a  Promised  Land. 

God  did  not  save  Israel  from 
Egyptian  bondage  simply  for  their 
own  sakes.  He  brought  them  out  of 
Egypt  that  he  might  bring  them  into 
the  land  of  promise  where  through 
them  He  could  continue  to  build  His 
kingdom  among  the  sons  of  men. 

Let  us  be  sure  that  God  does  not 
save  us  from  our  sins  simply  for 
what  it  may  mean  to  us.  “Saved  to 
serve”  is  a  time-worn  expression 
but  it  is  just  as  true  now  as  wjjen  it 
was  first  spoken.  We  are  too;  selfish 
to  be  really  Christian  if  we  are  so 
self-opinionated  as  to  believe  our 
personal  salvation  is  an  end  in  it¬ 
self.  We  too  are'  brought  out  of  the 
old  life  that  God  may  bring  us  into 
the  new  life  with  all  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  joyful,  helpful  service 
which  comes  to  a  child  of  God. 

For  Our  Good  Always 

“And  we  know  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  ttem  that 
love  God.”  So  wrote  Paul  in  Homans 
8:28.  Paul  was  but  saying,  in  a  little  ; 
different  way,  what  Moses  was  say¬ 
ing  to  the  Israelites  more  than  four¬ 
teen  hundred  years  before  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Christ.  Every  commandment  ; 
God  has  given  us,  every  form  of 
discipline  with  which  He  has  vis¬ 
ited  us,  every  rule  of  life  and  every 
truth  with  which  he  has  surround-  i 
ed  us  is  “for  our  good,  ALWAYS.” 

No  greater  blessing  can  come  to  us  ! 
than  to  live  life  in  that  faith.  j 
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Special  Annual 
Conference 
Session  Set 

A  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  has  been  set  for 
Thursday,  November  29,  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin.  To  be  called 
a  “Convocation  on  Citizenship”,  the 
one-day  session  will  consider  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  conference  business,  the 
social  concerns  of  the  church.  Sem¬ 


OPEN  HOUSE  FOR 
BISHOP  AND  MRS.  MARTIN 

The  Louisiana  Conference  will 
honor  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
Martin  with  an  Open  House  at 
the  Alexandria  District  Parson¬ 
age  on  Wednesday  evening,  No¬ 
vember  28,  formally  welcoming 
them  back  to  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  for  the  quadren- 
nium  1956-60.  Everyone  is  in¬ 
vited  to  attend.  The  Alexandria 
District  Parsonage  address  is  1818 
Texas  Avenue,  Alexandria. 


inars  during  the  day  will  deal  with 
the  Christian  responsibility  in  social 
and  economic  relations,  temperance 
and  world  peace. 

The  conference  convocation  is 
sponsored  by  thes  conference  Boards 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations^ 
Dr.  Ben  Oliphant,  Monroe,  chair¬ 
man,  Temperance,  Rev.  Beverley 
Bond,  Shreveport,  chairman,  and 
Peace,  Rev.  Ted  T.  Howes,  New 
Orleans,  chairman,  in  cooperation 
with  Bishop  Martin  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendents. 

Nationally  known  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  who  will  participate  in  the  con¬ 
vocation  include  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Goodrich,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas; 
Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  Chicago,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
Roger  Burgess,  Washington,  D.  C., 
associate  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Temperance  and  editor  of  the 
Board’s  publications,  and  Dr.  Carl 

D.  Soule,  associate  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  World  Peace. 

The  Conference  session  is  expect- 
ed  to  open  at  9:30  a.m.  and  to  ad- 
lourn  by  3:30  p.m.  In  making  the 
announcement  about  the  special 
conference  session  Bishop  Martin 
Pointed  out  that  members  of  the 
special  sessions  include  all  mih- 
'sterial  members  of  the  conference 
and  the  lay  members  of  the  last 
Preceding  regular  session  of  the  an¬ 
nual  conference. 

Every  Member  Canvas  Seminar 


Before  Special  Session 

The  special  conference  session  will 
®  Preceded  on  Wednesday  at  Alex- 
dria  by  a  one-day  conference- 
rue  seminar  on  the  Every-Member 
anvass  which  will  be  conducted 
near  the  end  of  the  1956-57  Confer- 
ce  year,  according  to  Rev.  Karl 


Methodist  Student  Center  At  Hammond  Formally  Opened 


Checking  the  program  for  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  Wesley  Foundation  Building 
at  Southeastern  Louisiana  College,  Hammond,  are:  left  to  right,  the  Rev.  Edward  W 
Harris,  Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent;  Miss  Lillian  Hay,  Wesley  Foundation 
Director;  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Hammond  Methodist  Church;  and 
E.  A.  Courtney,  chairman  of  the  building  committee. 

-  - - - - _____ 


JENNINGS  OBSERVES  FOUNDERS'  DAY 


Sixty-three  members  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings  with 
memberships  of  25  years  or  more 
were  honored  at  a  Founders’  Day 
program  at  the  church  on  October 
7.  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  former  pastor  of  the  Jen¬ 
nings  Church,  brought  the  message. 

Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  present 
pastor  of  the  church,  presented  the 
honored  guests  who  were:  Mrs. 
Millie  Hall,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Barnett, 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Sargent,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Rob¬ 
inson,  Miss  Ola  Randolph,  Willis 
Robinson,  Lester  Prentice,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Nelson,  Miss  Edith  Mc- 
Court,  Alton  McCourt,  Walton  Mc- 
Court,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Mon- 
tagne,  Delbert  Marshall,  Mrs. 
Laura  Moore,  Russell  Iglehart,  Phil 
Hoag,  Mfekt  A.  S.  Johnson,  Mrs.  O. 

E.  Himle^^liss  Fern  Himler. 

Mrs.  Fl(SB::e  Hynes,  Mrs.  Mild¬ 
red  MacDor^C,  Mrs.  Overton  Gau¬ 
thier,  Mrs.  H.  K.  Faulk,  Miss  Edna 
Eicherlberger,  William  Eichelberg- 
er,  Mrs.  Eula  Delhomme,  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Crabtree,  Miss  Blanche  Coffin, 
Harry  Shultz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 


Tooke,  Shreveport,  conference  di¬ 
rector  of  Stewardship.  Represent¬ 
atives  from  each  district  and  the 
district  superintendents  will  meet 
for  the  seminar  for  training  in  the 
every-member  canvass  and  this 
group  will  serve  as  a  training  corps 
for  district  seminars  to  be  held  at 
a  later  date  in  each  of  the  districts, 
according  to  Rev.  Mr.  Tooke. 


Brower,  C.  P.  Crochet,  Mrs.  Fred 
Dornmert,  Robert  Dennis,  Lee 
Franklin.  Overton  Gauthier,  Jr., 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Garrett. 

Ms.  J .  A.  Hine,  Miss  Audrey 
Hine,  Mrs.  David  Morgan,  Mrs.  Ed 
Andrus,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell 
Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Nor¬ 
ton,  Charles  Nelson,  Miss  Clara 
Neal,  Jeff  Neal,  Leroy  Pharr,  Mrs 

F.  C.  Precht,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Self,  Mrs. 
Jules  Retud,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W  B 
Williams,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Blessington 
Carl  Barnett,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Campbell, 
Miss  Eula  Shove  and  S.  W.  Mack. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  following  the  service.  ' 

TV  Program  Based 
On  Pastor's  Book 
Scheduled 

A  television  program  based  on  a 
book  by  the  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Williams, 
Methodist  pastor  at  Maplewood,  La., 
will  be  released  by  ABC  Television 
in  New  York,  Oct.  26. 

The  television  program,  Cross¬ 
roads,  will  feature  the  story  entitled 
‘‘The  Pure  White  Orchid”,  based  on 
facts  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  William’s 
book,  Queen  Without  A  Crown. 

A  picture  of  the  Maplewood  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  of  the  author  and 
his  wife  will  be  shown  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  which  is  on  film.  Some  stations 
will  carry  the  program  on  the  re¬ 
lease  date,  while  others  will  sched¬ 
ule  it  for  future  showings. 

Queen  Without  A  Crown  was 
published  by  the  Maylor  Company, 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  in  1952;  and  is 
on  sale  in  most  book  stores. 


Open  House  Held 
October  7 

By  Methodist  Information 
Georgia  N.  McDonald 

More  than  300  persons  attended  a 
worship  service,  the  presentation  of 
memorials,  and  open  house  at  the 
new  Methodist  Student  Center  at 
Hammond,  Sunday  atternoon,  Oct. 
7. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Bollinger,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Col¬ 
lege  and  University  Religious  Life 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  delivered  the  principal  address 
of  the  afternoqn,  ana  tne  Rev.  Ed- 
wara  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  presiaea  at  the 
special  service. 

Dr.  M.  C.  Wiginton,  chairman  of 
the  Wesley  Founaation  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  at  Hammond  and  vice  chair¬ 
man  of  the  builaing  committee,  gave 
the  history  of  the  ivietnodist  Student 
organization  at  Southeastern  Louisi¬ 
ana  College;  and  Miss  Lillian  Hay, 
Wesley  foundation  Director,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  gifts  which  have 
made  the  new  $60,z39  building  pos¬ 
sible. 

Carl  Wennerlund,  student  at 
Soutneastern  and  Wesley  founda¬ 
tion  president,  expressed  appreci¬ 
ation  of  the  new  center  lor  the 
students;  and  the  Rev.  Edward  R. 
Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Hammond 
Methodist  Church,  also  participated 
in  the  worship  service,  kdwm  A. 
Courteney,  Hammond,  chairman  of 
the  building  committee,  presented 
the  gilts  anu  memorials.  The  Wesley 
Quartet,  composed  of  Misses  Johan¬ 
na  Mizel,  Bogalusa;  Margie  May- 
field,  Slidell;  Martha  Bird,  La- 
Combe;  and  Eloise  Mosher,  Lo- 
i  anger,  furnished  special  music  for 
the  program;  and  Miss  Mary  Lou 
Wrignt  was  pianist. 

f  ollowing  the  service,  the  open 
house  was  held  at  the  recently  com¬ 
pleted  foundation  building. 

The  brick,  colonial  style  structure 
sets  on  a  100  x  150  foot  lot  at  Mag¬ 
nolia  and  Dakota  Streets,  just  across 
the  street  from  the  campus  of  South¬ 
eastern.  The  corner  lot  was  given 
by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wiginton  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  their  daughter  who  died 
when  a  freshman  at  the  college. 

The  building,  air-conditioned 
throughout,  has  6,800  feet  of  floor 
space.  It  includes  a  chapel  which 
seats  132,  a  completely  modernized 
furnished  kitchen,  a  library,  living 
room,  ample  closet  and  storage 
space,  a  student  office,  the  director’s 
office,  a  private  counseling  room, 
rest  rooms,  and  a  combination  recre¬ 
ation-drama-dining  room  area  which 
is  33  x  45  feet  and  has  a  14  x  33 
stage.  The  floors  throughout  the 
building  are  various  patterns  of 
vinyl  plastic  with  the  exception  of 
the  library  floor  which  is  made  of 
sound  absorbant  cork. 

The  chapel  has  impressive  lam¬ 
inated  beam  arches  of  Douglas  fir. 
The  altar  and  pews  are  made  of 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Newest  Wesley  Foundation  Build¬ 
ing  in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
is  the  beautiful  new  center  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  activities  in  Ham¬ 
mond,  Louisiana,  location  of  South¬ 
eastern  Louisiana  College.  This 
building,  formally  opened  for  use 
on  Sunday,  October  7,  is  pictured 
at  right. 


— Meth.  Information  Photo 


An  Open  Letter  To  All  Parents  Whose  Sons  and  Daughters 
Have  Gone  Away  To  College  This  Fall 


So  He’s  heft  - 
For  College 


By  Frank  Jones 


Methodist  Minister  to  Students,  University  of  Arkansas 


So  he’s  left  for  college.  (Maybe  in  your  family  it  was  a  daughter, 
but  let’s  say  it  was  a  son:  two  out  of  three  freshmen  now  are  men.) 
Naturally  you  feel  a  bit  anxious  about  him.  In  college  there  will  be  new 
experiences,  new  companions,  new  ideas,  new  temptations,  and  you  just 
can’t  help  wondering  how  he  will  face  them.  You  think  you  know  your 
boy  pretty  well,  and  you  feel  fairly  certain  that  in  this  new  situation  he 
will  prove  himself  a  man.  But  it’s  the  first  time  he  has  ever  really  been 
on  his  own,  and  you’re  just  not  sure  how  he  will  get  along. 

You’ve  heard  stories  about  what  a  “den  of  iniquity’’  our  modern 
American  college  is — a  big  soulless  campus  that  cares  nothing  for  the 
individual,  a  professor  who  puts  strange  ideas  in  the  heads  of  students, 
a  roommate  who  initiates  the  newcomer  into  the  evil  ways  of  college  life. 
All  these  wild  tales  you’ve  heard  naturally  make  you  uneasy  about  what 
will  happen  ,,to  your  “pride  and  joy”  without  the  restraints  and  solaces  of 
home. 

So  it’s  natural  that  you  didn’t  want  to  see  your  son  leave  home,  and 
you  can’t  help  being  concerned  about  him.  But  it  had  to  happen  some¬ 
time.  Those  apron  strings  have  to  break  eventually,  and  an  important 
part  of  your  boy’s  growing-up  process  is  the  big  step  of  going  away  to 
college. 

And  you  can  be  assured  that  the  college  to  which  he  has  gone  is  not 
the  unwholesome  place  you  have  sometimes  imagined.  It  is  our  whole 
world  in  miniature — with  its  good  and  its  bad,  its  inspirations  and  its 
temptations,  its  opportunities  for  right  choices  and  for  wrong  decisions — 
and  it  can  be  the  place  where  your  son  completes  this  important  business 
of  growing  up. 

The  Church  Is  There 

You  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  your  son’s  college  or  university  has  a 
very  great  ally  in  guiding  his  development  during  these  next  four  years. 
That  ally  is  the  church.  Like  many  other  denominations,  the  Methodist 
Church  is  awake  to  the  needs  of  its  students  and  has  planned  a  program 
especially  for  them.  No  matter  where  your  boy  has  gone  to  college,  some¬ 
where  near  the  campus  there  is  a  Methodist  Church  which  feels  that  a 
special  part  of  its  responsibility  is  to  minister  to  the  students  nearby.  And 
probably  on  the  campus  there  is  a  group  known  as  Methodist  Student 
Movement  or  Wesley  Foundation  and  calling  itself  the  students’  “church 
home  away  from  home.” 

So  whether  you  realize  it  or  not,  the  Methodist  Church  and  its  student 
fellowship  were  at  the  campus  waiting  for  your  son  when  he  arrived  at 
his  college.  Probably  on  the  first  Sunday  morning  he  went  to  church,  and 
maybe  to  the  college  class  during  the  church  school  hour.  There  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  warm  welcome  from  his  new  college  friends,  from  the  church 
members,  and  from  their  minister.  Possibly  his  church  maintains  a  Meth¬ 


odist  student  center  near  the  campus  where  week-day  religious  activities 
are  held,  and  maybe  it  supports  a  minister  to  students  or  director  of 
student  activities  who  is  there  to  serve  him.  In  these  and  other,v  ways  the 
Methodist  Church  is  on  the  campus  ready  to  help  your  son  make  the 
transition  to  college  life  and  to  guide  him  through  these  important  years 
ahead. 

For  these  next  four  years  are  very  important  years  in  your  son’s  life. 
He  will  grow  from  boyhood  to  maturity  as  he  discovers  what  it  is  to  be 
on  his  own  and  to  make  his  own  choices  and  be  responsible  for  them.  He 
will  form  habits  and  establish  patterns  that  he  will  follow  for  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  will  develop  close  friendships  that  he  will  treasure  for 
years  to  come.  He  will  do  some  serious  thinking  and  work  out  his  own 
philosophy  of  life.  Yes,  these  next  four  years  will  be  a  mighty  important 
time  for  your  son,  and  the  things  he  does  at  college  will  have  a  lot  to  do 
with  the  course  his  whole  life  is  going  to  take. 

So  it  should  be  a  great  comfort  to  you  to  realize  that  he  will  not  be 
alone  as  he  faces  these  important  years.  His  church  has  foreseen  all  this 
and  is  at  the  college  or  university  waiting  for  him.  The  presence  of  a 
Methodist  student  group  right  there  on  the  campus,  is  symbolic  of  the 
fact  that  his  Christian  faith  is  not  just  something  extra  that  is  unrelated 
to  his  college  experience. 

So  in  addition  to  lab  experiments  and  football  games  and  term  papers 
and  spring  formals,  your  son’s  college  experience  will  include  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  a  group  of  persons  who  are  attempting  to  understand  their  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  to  relate  that  faith  intelligently  to  their  life  as  students. 

Let’s  look  at  some  of  the  problems  your  son  will  face  during  these 
next  four  years-^-problems  which  have  given  you  much  concern  as  you 
have  thought  about  them  lately — and  let’s  think  of  the  ways  in  which 
his  church  and  a  Methodist  student  group  will  help  him  face  these  problems 
and  grow  up  by  facing  them. 

The  Right  Kind  of  Friends 

One  of  the  first  problems  your  son  will  face  is  that  of  finding  a 
group  of  persons  with  whom  he  can  fit  in.  His  old  iriends  have  been  left 
behind;  the  security  of  the  family  circle  has  been  lost;  and  now  he  is 
looking  for  a  new  gang  in  which  he  can  really  feel  that  he  “belongs.” 
This  is  one  of  the  things  that  has  worried  you,  isn’t  it?  You  are  naturally 
afraid  that  your  boy  will  fall  in  with  the  wrong  crowd  and  that  they  will 
lead  him  into  a  way  of  living  that  isn’t  good  for"  him.  They  will  laugh  at 
his  prudish  ways  and  threaten  him  with  the  idea  that  he  won’t  be  popular 
unless  he  follows  the  crowd  and  does  what  everybody  else  is  doing. 

Right  here,  is  one  of  the  first  problems  that  will  face  your  son  at 
college,  the  church  is  ready  to  help  him.  In  his  Methodist  student  group 
he  will  meet  good  Christian  young  people — the  kind  you  would  be  glad 
for  him  to  associate  with.  They  do  all  sorts  of  things  together — work, 
play,  study,  worship — and  they  enjoy  them  because  they  are  done  in  a 
good  spirit  of  Christian  devotion  and  fellowship. 

Gradually  he  will  begin  to  feel  that  he  is  very  much  at  home  with 
these  people.  Soon  he  will  quit  talking  about  “their”  group  and  will  he 
writing  to  tell  you  about  “our”  Methodist  student  group.  Some  of  the 
closest  friendships  he’ll  jjdKe  at  college  will  be  with  other  students  he 
has  met  at  church.  Pej^Bns  here  he  will  meet  the  girl  he  is  to  marry. 
And  by  the  time  his  fcMfyears  are  up  he  wouldn’t  take  anything  for  his 
memories  of  the  rich  jpAowship  he  found  with  other  like-minded  Chris¬ 
tian  young  people  in  his  Methodist  student  organization. 

He  will  find  too  that  the  group  strengthens  him  in  the  face  of  tempta¬ 
tions.  For  college  life  is  filled  with  temptations,  and  he  will  face  many 
enticing  opportunities  to  do  things  he  knows  he  shouldn’t  do.  Sometimes 
it’s  hard  for  students  to  resist  the  social  pressure  that  other  students 
put  on  them,  and  often  they  give  in  and  do  things  even  though  they  do 
not  especially  want  to. 

But  in  his  Methodist  student  fellowship  your  son  will  meet  people 
who  have  refused  to  compromise  and  have  been  true  to  their  standards. 
They  are  not  a  bunch  of  “old  squares”;  they  are  friendly  students  with 
attractive  personalties,  many  of  them  popular  leaders  on  the  campus.  Soon 
he  will  come  to  know  these  people  and  to  respect  them.  Their  example 
and  their  friendly /acceptance  of  him  will  challenge  him  to  stand  against 
the  pressure  of  the  crowd  and  to  do  what  he  knows  is  right. 
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Questions,  Questions,  Questions 

Then  another  big  problem  your  son  will  face  dur¬ 
ing  his  college  years  grows  out  of  the  questions  he 
will  be  asking.  And  if  college  does  nothing  else  for 
him  it  will  have  been  worthwhile  if^t  makes  him  be¬ 
gin  to  ask  questions.  Things  he  hears  the  professor 
say,  things'  he  reads  in  a  book,  things  he  sees  in  his 
test  tube — these  will  lead  him  to  re-examine  his  tra¬ 
ditional  conceptions  and  to  relate  his .  newly-gained 
knowledge  to  older  accepted  truths. 

So  he  will  be  asking  all  kinds  of  questions  during 
these  next  four  years — questions  he  never  thought 
about  asking  before.  What  can  rid  man  of  his  feelings 
of  guilt  and  anxiety?  Does  business  competition  have 
to  be  so  vicious?  Is  there  a  purpose  to  life?  Why  can’t 
nations  get  along  with  each  other?  What  kind  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  do  we  have  in  a  needy  world?  What  is 
the  meaning  of  happiness?  What  is  the  best  kind  of 
government?  What  about  the  “conflict”  between 
science  and  religion?  Can  we  build  a  better  world?  Is 
there  an  ultimate  standard  of  right  and  wrong?  Is 
there  such  a  thing  as  historical  progress? 

Your  son’s  college  jmars  will  be  years  of  asking 
all  sorts  of  questions  and  seeking  for  new  answers — 
of  trying  one  answer  and  then  rejecting  it  and  try¬ 
ing  another  until  finally  he  finds  something  he  can  believe  in.  They  will 
be  years  of  searching  and  struggling  and  agonizing  for  some  personally- 
satisfying  solution  to  all  the  mysteries  of  life. 

Now  you  may  not  have  recognized  it;  but  these  questions  your  son 
will  be  asking  in  college  are  religious  questions.  They  are  not  phrased 
in  “religious”  language,  of  course,  but  they  are  the  basic  questions  of 
life  and  man  has  been  asking  them  for  thousands  of  years.  We  Christians 
believe  that  they  find  their  ultimate  answer  in  the  God  who  is  the 
source  of  all  truth,  the  ground  of  all  reality,  the  meaning  of  all  life.  In 
his  revelation  of  himself  to  us  we  find  the  answer  to  all  our  ultimate 
questions  about  the  meaning  of  existence. 

So  it  is  important  that  a  part  of  your  son’s  college  experience  will 
be  a  chance  to  learn  more  about  this  God  and  the  meaning  which  he 
gives  to  life.  This  is  what  his  church  and  his  Methodist  student  fellow¬ 
ship  will  offer  him.  They  will  provide  him  with  all  sorts  of  opportunities 
to  learn  more  about  his  Christian  heritage — sermons  at  church,  bull  ses¬ 
sions  with  other  students,  religious  sttfcdy  groups,  conversations  with  the 
student  minister,  talks  by  visiting  speakers.  So  the  deepening  of  his 
knowledge  will  be  matched  by  a  deepening  of  his  faith,  and  the  questions 
which  his  learning  raises  will  be  matched  by  the  answers  which  his 
Christian  beliefs  offer. 

You  may  not  believe  this  until  it  happens,  but  the  questions  and 
doubts  which  come  to  your  son  because  of  what  he  learns  in  class  may 
possibly  drive  him  to  a  more  intensive  study  of  Christianity  than  he’s 
ever  done  before.  They  may  make  him  ask  whether  the  traditional  re¬ 
ligion  he  was  taught  as  a  child  has  any  important  bearing  on  the  really 
basic  questions  of  life.  As  he  searches  for  an  answer,  together  with  other 
Christian  students  of  similar  concern,  he  will  come  to  a  new  understand¬ 
ing  of  his  Christian  beliefs  and  of  their  implications  for  his  life. 

It  well  may  be  that  his  college  years, will  be  years  of  gr'owing  toward 
spiritual  maturity  and  that  he  will  find  there  a  more  meaningful  religious 
experience  than  he  has  ever  known  before.  If  your  son  is  one  of  those 
to  whom  this  happens,  it  will  be  because  his  church  was  there  ready  to 
speak  God’s  word  just  when  his  college  learning  had  prepared  his  heart 
so  that  he  was  ready  to  hear  it. 

Decisions  to  Make 

Then  there  will  be  other  problems  for  your  son  to  face  during  these 
next  four  years.  There  will  be  decisions  to  make,  for  instance.  Some  of 
the  most  crucial  choices  of  his  life  will  be  made  while  he  is  in  college, 
and  they  are  not  easy  choices  to  face. 

What  shall  he  major  in?  Does  he  really  want  to  follow  in  his  father’s 
profession,  or  is  there  sofne  other  work  in  which  he  would  be  happier? 
Shall  he  take  time  for  a  lot  of  parties  and  activities,  or  do  they  interfere 
too  much  with  class  work?  Where  should  he  draw  the  line?  Should  he 
join  the  service  now  or  wait  till  after  he  graduates?  Shall  he  let  his 
parents  know  the  kind  of  life  he’s  living,  or  is  it  better  to  -keep  on  fooling 
them?  Would  he  be  happier  if  he  changed  to  some  church  far  different 
from  his  own?jDoes  he  love  this  girl  enough  to  marry  her?  Should  he 
change  majors,  or  would  he  only  be  running  away  from  his  real  problem? 
Or  would  he  fit  in  better  if  he  went  to  another  school?  * 

Your  son  would  be  a  strange  student  indeed  if  he  went  through  col¬ 
lege  without  having  to  face  some  of  thebe  decisions.  And  they  are  bigger 
questions  than  they  seem  to  be.  For  each  one  of  them  will  lead  him  into 
an  examination  of  his  real  self  and  his  inner  motives — what  he’s  looking 
for  in  life,  why  he  came  to  college,  what  kind  of  person  he  wants  to  be. 
And  such  a  self-examination  as  this  may  possibly  lead  him  into  an  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  true  meaning  of  Christianity — as  he  discovers  what  it 
means  to  accept  God’s  forgiveness,  as  he  searches  for  the  will  of  God 
for  his  life,  as  he  finds  a  new  self-confidence  in  the  faith  that  he  is 
God’s  son. 

So  it  may  be  that  the  decisions  your  son  faces  during  these  college 
years  will  be  the  means  through  which  he  is  brought  to  a  true  religious 
experience.  This  could  easily  happen,  because  he  won’t  be  making  these 
decisions  by  himself.  There  will  be  Christian  friends  to  help  him.  His 
Methodist  student  group  will  have  provided  speakers  and  discussions  to 
help  him  face  these  problems  before  they  arise.  The  example  of  other 
Christian  students  will  be  a  help  to  him  in  deciding  what  he  should  do. 
When  he  needs  someone  to  talk  to,  his  minister  or  Methodist  student 
worker  will*  always  be  ready  to  counsel  with  him. 

So  as  your  son  faces  decisions  during  his  college  years,  you  can  be 
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sure  the  church  is  right  there  on  the  campus  to  help 
him  face  them  and  to  make  of  them  a  real  opportunity 
for  Christian  discovery  and  growth. 

A  Place  in  the  Church 

Then  another  thing  can  happen  to  your  boy  at 
college.  He  may  gain  a  new  appreciation  of  the  church 
and  of  his  place  in  it.  For  there  will  be  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  serve  the  church  while  he  is  in  college,  and 
each  opportunity  will  give  him  new  understanding 
of  the  church’s  purpose  and  new  experience  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  its  work. 

His  Methodist  student  fellowship  will  need  his 
services  in  many  different  ways.  He  may  be  on  a  work 
committee;  he  may  help  plan  a  program;  he  may  lead 
a  worship  service.  Soon  he  will  be  doing  things  he 
had  never  suspected  he  was  able  to  do.  Then  his 
service  to  the  church  will  begin  to  reach  outside  his 
own  stqdent  group.  He  may  be  an  usher  or  teach,  a 
class  or  sing  in  the  choir;  he  may  go  to  a  neighboring 
church  to  help  organize  a  youth  group;  he  may  lead 
in  raising  money  for  student-supported  overseas  mis¬ 
sion  work. 

All  these  opportunities  will  help  prepare  him  for 
real  church  responsibility  in  his  own  community  after 
he  graduates.  In  future  years  he  will  be  an  active 
member  of  his  church  and  a  valuable  leader  in  its  program  because  of  the 
training  and  experience  he  received  through  his  work  in  a  Methodist 
student  group  during  college  days. 

The  Other  Side  of  the  Story 

Of  course  it  doesn’t  always  happen  this  way.  This  is  only  the  ide¬ 
alistic  side  of  the  story.  It  could  be  that  your  son  will  be  one  of  that  large 
number  of  students  who  never  seem  to  be  reached  by  the  church.  On 
most  campuses  the  Methodist  student  groups  ’have  found  .that  they  have 
a  vital  effect  on  the  lives  of  only  about  ten  percent  of  the  Methodists  en¬ 
rolled  in  the' .school;  they  have  a  casual  effect  on  most  of  the  others,  and 
there  are  some  whom  they  never  reach  at  all.  Why  does  this  happen? 
What  if  your  son  should  be  one  of  those  the  church  does  not  reach  at 
college? 

There  are  several  reasons  why  this  sort  of.  thing  happens.  In  the 
first  place,  all  too  often  it  is  directly  the  fault  of  the  student  group  itself. 
Like  any  other  part  of  Christ’s  church,  a  Methodist  student  fellowship 
can  become  centered  on  itself  and  lose  sight  of  its  mission  to  reach  others 
on  the  campus.  Its  members  don’t  mean  anything  j wrong  by  it;  but  their 
feeling  of  closeness  to  each  other  is  so  strong  that  sometimes  they  turn 
their  attention  in  on  their  own  group  and  forget  the  other  Methodist 
students  that  ought  to  be  a  part  of  their  fellowship. 

When  your  son  visits  their  group  he  may  go  away  saying,  “They  all 
seemed  to  know  each  other  very  well,  but  they  didn’t  care  to  know  me. 
They  did  the  things  they  enjoy  doing,  but  not  the  things  I  had  hoped  to 
find  in  a  student  religious  group.”  If  this  happens,  then  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  students  themselves  that  their  shortness  of  vision  and  their  tendency 
to  self-centeredness  kept  them  from  reaching  out  and  making  your  son  a 
part  of  their  fellowship. 

A  second  reason  why  your  sonjnay  not  be  active  in  the  church  during 
his  college  days  is  that  now  for  the  first  time  he  is  free  to  do  what  he 
wants  to  do.  Many  times  a  boy  who  was  the  most  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  back  home  goes  away  to  college,  and  he 
never  darts  in  the  church  doors  more  than  half  a  dozen  times  'during  his 
whole  four  years  there.  This  comes  as  a  great  surprise  to  his  parents  and 
friends,  but  perhaps  it  shouldn’t. 

Perhaps  back  home  his  motives  for  being  so  active  in  the  church  were 
different  from  what  people  (and  even  he  himself)  had  supposed.  He  just 
went  because  there  wasn’t  anything  else  to  do,  or  because  all  the  other 
young  people  were  going,  or  because  his  parents  expected  him  to  go, 
or  because  it  gave  him  something  interesting  to  do  and  offered  an  outlet 
for  his  creative  energies.  Even  though  he  seemed  to  be  the  most  devoted 
member  of  the  youth  group,  perhaps  his  motives  were  not  those  of  a 
deep  commitment  to  the  purpose  of  the  church. 

So  now  for  the  first  time  he  is  free  of  those  pressures  that  made  him 
go,  and  he  finds  in  campus  life  other  interests  in  which  he  can  become 
absoibed.  So  if  his  former  church  activity  was  based  on  no  deeper  motives 
than  these,  then  his  parents  shouldn’t  be  too  surprised  if  now  he  chooses 
to  give  it  up.  They  should  accept  it  merely  as  a  reflection  upon  the  shallow 
faith  with  which  they  and  his  church  provided  him,  and  upon  our  whole 
“religious”  culture  which  encourages  people  to  church  activity  based  some¬ 
times  on  un-religious  motives. 

If  this  happens  to  your  son,  simply  recognize  that,  despite  appearances 
of  church  loyalty  in  high-school  days,,  it  wasn’t  really  there  in  the  first 
place,  and  now  for  the  first  time  he’s  free  to  do  what  he  wants  to  do. 

Then  a  third  reason  why  the  church  may  seem  to  fail  your  son  during 
college  days  has  to  do  with  the  well-known  “declaration  of  independence” 
by  college  students.  College  is  a  time  for  challenging  old  beliefs  and  re¬ 
straints,  and  it  naturally  leads  students  at  times  to  “go  off  the  deep  end” 
and  do  strange  things. 

Your  son  may  suddenly  announce  that  he’s  an  agnostic,  or  that  he 
doesn’t  believe  in  democracy,  or  that  scientific  progress  has  done  more 
harm  than  good:  This  doesn’t  mean  that  college  has  caused  him  to  go 
to  the  devil;  it  simply  means  that  he’s  experiencing  some  of  the  “growing 
pains  of  education.  He  has  to  question  generally-accepted  facts  he  has 
to  rebel  against  old  restrictions,  he  has  to  doubt  traditional  beliefs— he 
has  to  do  all  these  before  those  things  can  really  mean  anything  to  him. 

So  if  your  son  writes  home  and  says  he  has  decided  the  Bible  is 
nonsense  and  religion  is  superstition,  don’t  be  too  alarmed.  This  is  just  one 
of  the  stages  he  has  to  go  through  before  he  can  truly  appreciate  what 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Editorials: 


Substituting  ‘Words  tyor  Wars 

WORLD  leaders  are  still  pa’Thfully  aware  that  the  crisis,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  unilateral  seizure  of  the  Suez  Canal  by 
President  Nasser,  still  exists.  So  far  as  definite  agree¬ 
ments  are  concerned,  we  do  not  seem  to  be  much  nearer  a  solution 
of  the  problem  now  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  trouble. 

After  some  delay,  and  with  tempers  cooled  somewhat,  the 
problem  was  finally  brought  to  the  United  Nations.  There,  after 
days  of  discussion,  a  proposal  submitted  by  Britian  and  France, 
looking  to  international  control  of  the  Canal  was  defeated  by  a 
veto  by  Russia.  In  this  veto  Russia  ran  true  to  form  in  opposing 
anything  that  holds  promise  of  lessening  tension  in  the  world. 
Russia  has  followed  this  course  consistently,  since  tension,  dis¬ 
agreement,  discontent  and  divisions  among  nations  make  the  at¬ 
mosphere  in  which  communism  thrives.  Nine  members  of  the 
United  Nations  Security  Council  voted  for^the  plan.  Two  mem¬ 
bers,  Russia  and  Yugoslavia,  voted  against  it  This  is  Russia’s  78th 

veto  in  the  Security  Council. 

\_  .  ' 

Following  the  defeat  of  the  plan  submitted  by  England  and 
France,  the  Security  Council  accepted,  unanimously,  six  principles 
on  which  negotiations  on  the  Suez  crisis  could  be  continued.  Thus 
it  is  that,  through  United  Nations  facilities,  we  continue  to  sub¬ 
stitute  words  for  wars. 

It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  a  situation  so  bad  that  it  would 
be  better  to  reverse  the  present  situation  and  substitute  wats  for 
words.  We  are,  apparently,  far  from  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
Canal  problem.  However,  judging  from  past  experiences,  it  is 
not  likely  that  there  will  be  general  shooting  so  long  as  leaders 
continue  to  talk  to  each  other  in  conferences. 

Hence  it  is  that,  in  this  world  crisis,  the  United  Nations  again 
proves  its  worth  by  furnishing  a  platform  from  which  world  prob¬ 
lems  can  be  freely  discussed  with  all  the  world  listening  in.  Our 
experience  in  two  World  Wars  has  taught  us,  and  we  believe  most 
of  the  world,  that  all-out  war  is  the  worst  calamity  that  can  befall 
mankind.  When  men  at  the  top  cannot  agree,  it  is  the  boys  at  the 
bottom  who  begin  to  be  blown  to  bits  by  bombs.  Negotiations  with 
insincere  men  require  patience  of  a  high  order.  However,  patience 
and  understanding  is  a  small  price  to  pay  to  avoid  the  horrors  of 
-a  war,  either  large  or  small. 

c&hree  New  o^flethodist 
c. Publications  (doming  Up 

THE  Methodist  Church  is  now  in  the  process  of  overhauling 
its  publications  on  a  general  church-wide  level.  This  action 
is  being  takerf  after  a  period  of  eight  years  of  study  and 
objective  analysis  of  the  effectiveness  and  possible  duplication 
of  effort  by  a  number  of  publications  of  church-wide  circulation. 
The  last  General  Conference,  which  met  in  April  and  May  of  this 
year,  ordered  the  discontinuance  of  several  of  these  publications 
with  three  new  publications  to  take  their  place,  publications  which 
will  be  specifically  concerned  with  certain  areas  of  interest. 

We  have  just  finished  reading  Vol.  1,  No.  1  of  the  first  of  the 
new  publication,  The  New  Christian  Advocate.  To  quote  the 
editor  of  this  new  publication,  it  “is  addressed  directly  to  the  24,000 
pastors*of  the  charges  of  Methodism,  the  2,000  ministers  who  are 
under  special  appointment,  the  retired  ministers,  the  approved 
supply  pastors  and  the  families  of  this  great  company  who  join 
them  in  the  fellowship  of  service.”  y 

We  believe  The  New  Christian  Advocate  will  immediately 
meet  a  need  among  Methodist  ministers.  Dealing  with  such  general 
matters  as  preaching,  pastoral  care,  the  World  Parish,  church  ad¬ 
ministration,  etc.,  ministers  will  find  each  month  much  profitable 
reading.  While  a  professional  journal  for  ministers,  there  will  also 
be  much  in  it  that  will  interest  lay  leaders  of  local  churches,  and 
Official  Boards  will  do  well  to  see  that  top  local  church  leaders 
see  a  copy  of  it  each  month. 

Due  to  make  its  appearance  in  mid-October  is  the  first  issue 


of  the  family  magazine,  <,  Together,  another  monthly  publication. 
These  columns  have  called  this  new  publication  to  our  readers’ 
attention  before,  and  we  all  await  with  interest  its  first  issue. 
Several  churches  in  this  area  have  already  made  arrangements 
with  Together’s  publishers  to  send  this  journal  to  all  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 

The  third  new  publication,  The  Methodist  Story,  a  program 
promotion  magazine,  is  due  to  make  its  first  appearance  after  the 
first  of  the  year.  Its  sole  concern  will  be  Methodist  program.  Its 
.mailing  will  be  free  to  all  ministers  and  certain  local  lay  persons. 

These  publications  taken  together  with  such  Are^  and  Con¬ 
ference  publications  as  the  Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  will  serve  to  round  out  Methodism’s  publishing  efforts, 
except  for  publications  which  are  intended  for  consumption  by  a 
segment  of  the  church’s  membership  or  deal  with  only  one  aspect 
of  the  church’s  life. 

This  is  a  new  day  for  publications  in  Methodism.  This  fresh 
start,  different  approaches  to  the  same  great  tasks,  and  new  for¬ 
mats,  all  add  up  to  something  which  we  predict  will  be  far  more 
than  just  interesting. 

Spiritual  Indigestion 

CHRISTIANS  of  the  early  church,  because  of  their  religion, 
were  called  upon  to  fight  with  wild  beasts  and  trained 
gladiators  to  amuse  the  populace.  They  faced  imprison¬ 
ment  in  dungeons  and  death  by  being  stoned  or  burned  at 
stakes.  Their  dangers  were  largely  physical.  They  met  these  at- 
tacts  by  enemies  with  an  unshaken,  and  apparently  an  unshakable 
faith  in  Christ  and  His  message.  These  dangers  seemed  to  drive 
them  closer  to  God. 

Christian  people  today  face  a  threat  to  their  Christian  lives 
from  an  entirely  different  angle,  but  a  threat  more  dangerous  to 
consecrated  Christian  living  than  early  Christians  met.  Our  world 
offers  such  a  wide  variety  of  interests  for  life  that,  unless/ we 
are  careful  in  the  choices  we  make,  we  may  develop  a  kind  of 
spiritual  indigestion  that  could  prove  spiritually  fatal.  Radio, 
television,  books,  literature,  movies,  commercial  sports  and  other 
commercial  amusements  as  well  as  the  many  dangers  of  modern 
social  life  offer  a  “menu”  that  could  upset  any  orderly  spiritual 
life  unless  we  are  very  selective  in  what  we  choose  for  daily 
living.  The  Christian  life  has  never  been  easy  but  it  is  possible 
that  real  Christian  living  requires  more  concentrated  consecration 
now  than  in  any  period  of  the  Christian  era. 

(Laymen’ s  ‘Day  ~ 1956 

PULPITS  throughout  Methodism  will  be  filled  next  Sunday 
by  laymen  as  the  annual  observance  of  Laymen’s  Day  is 
held.  We  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  extent  to  which  this 
is  a  meaningful  day  is  an  indication  of  just  how  successful  the 
church  has  been  in  fulfilling  its  mission. 

Consecrated  lay  people  are  the  fruit  of  the  church  at  work 
in  the  world.  They  are  the  evidence  of  what  the  church  has  and 
can  continue  to  accomplish  as  it  operates  throughout  the  world. 
The  church’s  justification  for  continued  claim  to  the  following  of 
its  members  is  what  it  can  do  for  lay  people. 

Methodism  can  take  pride  in  its  lay  leaders.  We  are  living 
in  a  day  when  there  is  widespread,  increasing  interest  by  lay  peo¬ 
ple  in  church  work,  and  we  are  all  grateful  that  this  interest  is 
among  Methodists. 

Methodists  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  are  fortunate  in 
the  large  number  of  laymen  and  lay  women  who  are  committed 
to  their  churches  and  their  church’s  programs.  One  of  the  recent 
manifestations  of  this  lay, interest  was  the  large  number  of  lay 
people  in  attendance  at  the  two  state  meetings  held  in  connection 
with  the  launching  of  the  quadrennial  program. 

We  shall  hear  the  laymen  next  Sunday  and  know  that  through¬ 
out  Methodism  a  great  army  of  Methodist  laymen  are  declaring 
their  faith  to  others  as  God  speaks  through  them  to  us.  But  most 
important  we  shall  remember  that  the  church’s  task  will  never  be 
completed  until  all  uncommitted  people  have  found  the  same  faith 
as  tnose  who  speak  to  us  next  Sunday. 
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CENTENARY  OBSERVES  RELIGIOUS  LIFE  WEEK 


Rodessa  Methodists 
In  Revival 

The  Rodessa  Methodist  Church 
has  recently  completed  a  week’s 
revival  services. 

Beginning  on  Sunday  afternoon 
.with  a  covered-dish  6:00  o’clock 
church-wide  supper  was  arranged 
by  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  in  the  social  hall  of  the 
educational  building  with  almost 
all  the  families  in  attendance. 

The  Prayer  Group  Spiritual  Life 
leaders  arranged  for  and  carried 
forward  periods  of  meditation  and 
prayers  each  evening  preceding  the 
service.  The  children  and  youth 
participated  with  the  ministers 
guiding  them.  The  mid-week  and 
third  Thursday  morning  prayer 
groups  had  been  praying  for  many 
days  for  the  revival. 

Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor  of 
the  Mansfield  Methodist  Church, 
was  guest  minister  preaching  twice 
daily  Sunday  through  Friday. 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Sexton,  pianist, 
and  the  choir  furnished  music  and 
the  pastor  led  in  congregational 
singing. 

Rev.  Jack  Shaw  and  the  Cotton 
Valley  Methodist  Church  choir, 
where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill  former¬ 
ly  served,  were  guests  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evenings,  bringing  special- 
musical  numbers.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  accompanied  the  group. 

Ministers  and  members  from 
other  churches  in  the  community 
participarted  in  the  revival. 

Rev.  E.  A.  Keasler  from  the  Ida 
Methodist  Church  with  his  family 
came  to  many  of  he  services. 
There  were  also  visitors  from  Vi¬ 
vian,  Shreveport,  and  Queen  City, 
Texas. 


Crowley  Planning 

Building  Program 

Dr.  H.  M.  King,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
architect  for  the  Division  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Missions  was  a 
recent  visitor  in  Crowley  where  he 
conferred  with  leaders  of  Crowley 
First  Church  concerning  their  re¬ 
commendations  and  discussions  of 
a  new  educational  building.  Dr. 
King  had  submitted  suggestions 
for  the  contemplated  Crowley 
building  program. 

Church  leaders  also  met  later 
with  Clayton  D’Avy,  Opelousas 
architect,  for  conference  on  the 
building  program.  Sketches  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Mr.  D'Avy  are  now  be¬ 
ing  studied  and  an  announcement 
will  be  made  in  the  ijear  future 
concerning  the  building  program. 

Rev.  Louis  Hoffpauir  is  the 
Crowley  pastor. 

Two  New 

Congregations  In  N.O. 
Organized 

Charter  Day  services  were  held 
on  Sunday,  September  30,  for  two 
new  Methodist  churches  in  New 
Orleans,  Castle  Manor  and  S't. 
Claude  Heights.  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel 
and  Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant,  respec¬ 
tively,  are  the  pastors.  Dr.  Virgil 
D.  Morris,  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent,  officiated  at  both 
services. 

The  first  service  was  conducted 
'at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  Castle  Manor 
church,  temporaril/  located  in  the 
East  Gentilly  Civic  Building,  501 
Laine  Avenue,  while  ceremonies  at 
the  St.  Claude  Heights  church, 
temporaily  located  in  the  St. 


By  Centenary  News  Bureau 

The  annual  observance  of  Reli¬ 
gious  Life  Week  has  just  been  con¬ 
cluded  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  under  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Jim  McLean,  director  of  religious 
activities. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Iveson  B. ^Noland, 
suffragan  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
diocese  of  Louisiana,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  week.  He  spoke  on 
the  general  theme  of  “Man’s  Need” 


Claude  Heights  school  cafeteria 
were  held  at  11:00  a.m. 

Charter  members  were  received 
during  both  services,  35  at  Castle 
Mano  and  31  at  St.  Claude  Heights, 
the  churches  were  formally  organi¬ 
zed  and  church  officers  elected. 

A  permanent  site  will  be  acquir¬ 
ed  by  the  Castle  Manor  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Castle  Manor  subdivi¬ 
sion  on  Gawain  St.  at  an  early  date. 
A  site  for  the  St.  Claude  Heights 
church  is  now  being  negotiated  for. 

First  services  for  the  Castle 
Manor  church  were  conducted  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  July  and  the 
sevices  have  been  held  for  the  St. 
Claude  Heights  congregation  since 
the  last  Sunday  in  July. 

Woman’s  Societies  are  being  or¬ 
ganized  for  both  churches  this 
month,  at  Castle  Manor  on  October 
16,  and  for  St.  Claude  Heights 
October  21. 

Both  pastors  also  hold  other 
pastorates  in  New  Orleans,  Rev. 
Mr.  Emanual  being  -  the  pastor  of 
the  Felicity  Methodist  Church  and 
Rev.  Mr.  St.  Amant  of  the  Second 
Methodist  Church. 


— God’s  Action”,  and  developed  the 
topic  with  a  series  of  three  morn¬ 
ing  chapel  addresses  on  the  sub¬ 
jests:  “Man’s  Need  for  Love”, 
“Man’s  Need  for  Forgiveness”  and 
“Man’s  Need  for  Discipline”. 

Morning  devotions,  under  stu¬ 
dent  charge,  were  held  each  day  at 
6:45  a.m.,  and  from  2  to  4  p.m.  each 
day,  Bishop  Noland  met  with  stu¬ 
dents  for  personal  conferences.  He 
also  acted  as  discussion  leader  at 
meetings  in  the  dormitories  each 
evening  during  his  stay. 

ISpecial  music  for  the  chapel  pro¬ 
grams  were  provided  by  A.  C. 
Voran  and  members  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Choir.  Solists  in¬ 
cluded  Mary  Alice  Chatham  of 
Shreveport  and  Mona  Holloway  of 
Crowley.  William  C.  Teague  pro¬ 
vided  the  organ  music. 


Special  Services  Held 
At  Bunkie 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  was  the  guest 
minister  in  a  series  of  revival  ser¬ 
vices  at  the  David  Haas  Memorial 
Church  in  Bunkie  the  first  week 
of  October.  Rev.  Raymond  K.  De- 
Hainaut  was  the  song  leader. 

Special  music  was  furnished  each 
night  by  the  different  choirs  of  the 
church  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Warren  L.  Constant.  Mrs.  Constant 
was  also  the  oganist  and  Mrs.  W. 
D.  Haas,  Jr.  was  the  pianist  for  the 
services. 

The  congregation  received  a 
spiritual  blessing  from  the  services 
each  morning  and  evening.  Six  new 
members  were  received  into  the 
church  during  the  week.  Rev.  J.  J. 
Carraway  is  the  Bunkie  pastor. 


Work  Begins  On  Denham  Springs  Educational  Building 


Pictured  below  the  architect’s  drawing  of  the  new  educational 
plant  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Denham  Springs,  Joining 
the  rear  of  the  present  church  sanctuary. 


Work  was  begun  last  Week  on 
the  new  educational  building  for 
the  Denham  Springs  Methodist 
Church  last  week  and  according  to 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Fred  Schwendi- 
mann,  the  estimated  time  for  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  building  is  250  days  or 
less. 

Ground-breaking  services  were 
held  on  Sunday  morning,  Septem¬ 
ber  20, _  as  a  part  of  the  worship 
service.  The  pastor  spoke  on 
“Building  For  Time  and  Eternity” 
and  paid  tribute  to  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  past,  to  the  present  corps 
of  Church  School  workers,  and  to 
the  congregation  of  the  present  and 
future  who  would  build  and  pay 
for  the  building.  The  congregation 
adjourned  to  the  building  site 
where  a  ritual  service  was  followed 
and  during  which  fourteen  friends 
joined  in  the  actual  turning  of  the 

earth. 

.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Scivicque,  oldest 
living  member  from  point  of  ser- 
vice,  turned  the  first  dirt  and  re- 
Presented  the  women  of  the 
church;  Mrs.  Rosa  Exner,  the  only 
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remaining  charter  member  of  the 
church,  represented  the  membership 
of  the  past;  C.  H.  Snelling,  long 
interested  in  the  educational  plant, 
broke  ground  for  the  past  super¬ 
intendents;  Daniel  Cameron,  sup¬ 
erintendent,  represented  the 
Church  School;  Robin  Hood,  vice- 


chairman  of  the  Building  and  Fin¬ 
ance  Committee,  represented  the 
committee;  Jack  Odom  represented 
the  Official  Board;  Sunday  School 
officers  and  teachers  broke  ground 
for  their  respective  groups;  Mrs. 
Jim  Shifflett  for  the  Nursery  and 
Kindergarten;  Mrs.  Clay  Linder  for 
the  Primary  Depatment;  Mrs.  Eve¬ 
lyn  Traylor  for  the  Junior  Depart¬ 
ment;  Mrs.  Bobby  Hill  for  the 
Youth;  R.  B.  Benton  for  the  young 
adults;  Mrs.  Clemin  Milling  for  the 
Ladies  Class;  Guy  Corley  for  the 
Men’s  Class.  Sharing  also  in  the 
service  was  John  M.  Coxes,  general 
contractor,  whose  low  bid  of  $69,- 


750.00  was  accepted  by  the  Build¬ 
ing  and  Finance  Committee  of  the 
church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Schwendimann 
says:  “The  Building  and  Finance 
Committee  has  provided  excellent 
service  in  leading  the  congregation 
in  this  building  program,  and  or¬ 
ganized  and  promoted  a  solicitation 
campaign  in  March  and  April  for 
gifts  and  pledges  to  the  Building 
Fund.  The  church  membership 
pledged  $60,775.40  for  a  period  of 
three  years  and  since  May  1  pay¬ 
ments  have  been  made.  Through  the 
previous  Sunday  $7,489.38  had  been 
received  into  the  Building  Fund, 
with  many  friends  planning  to  give 
(without  pledge)  cash  and  material 
at  the  beginning  of  work  by  the 
contractor. 


F;rCth0MT*h^,0lV  rl?  Participants  in  the  ground  breaking  service  of  Denham  Springs’ 
First  Methodist  Church  Educational  Building.  Reading  from  left  to 
Cameron,  John  M.  Coxe,  Guy  Corley,  Jack  Odom,  Robin  Hood, 

Clemmon  Milling,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Traylor,  Mrs  “ . 


right:  Daniel 

R.  B.  Benton,  Mrs. 

Clav  Linrfpr  r  u  '  „„  Bobby  Hill,  Mrs.  Jim  Shifflett,  Mrs. 

pita  'j0-  H‘  SnelJln9>  Mrs-  Gertrude  Scivicque,  Mrs.  Rosa  Exner,  and  Rev 


Fred  Schyvendimann,  pastor. 
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By  Ralph  W.  Sodqnan 


A  Lift  For  Living 


SPENDING  MONEY 

We  are  ever  discussing  the  high  cost  of  living.  But  what  about  the  high 
values  of  living?  The  values  received  are  more  important  than  the  amounts 
we  spend  because  our  money  will  all  be  gone  anyway  at  the  grave. 

The  Bible  bids  us  measure  carefully  the  value  of 
the  money  which  we  have  to  spend.  The  prophet  Isaiah 
asks,  “Wherefore  do  ye  spend  money  for  that  which  is 
not  bread?”  And  Jesus  repeatedly  raises  the  question 
of  man’s  use  of  money.  Read  the  Gospels  and  see  how 
often  Jesus  makes  mention  of  money. 

He  went  into  the  markets  and  among  the  money¬ 
changers  and  observed  how  men  made  money.  He  sat 
over  against  the  treasury  and  watched  how  rich  men 
and  poor  widows  gave  money.  He  used  the  parable  of 
the  unjust  steward  with  his  shrewd  manipulation  of 
his  employers’s  debts  to  illustrate  the  need  of  foresight 
and  intelligence  in  the  handling  of  resources. 

Jesus  would  never  have  merited  the  title  of  “The  Master  of  Life”  if 
He  had  avoided  the  subject  of  money,  for  money  has  become  so  enmeshed 
in  our  system  of  values  that,  as  the  Bible  says,  the  love  of  money  seems 
truly  to  be  the  root  of  all  evil.  The  late  Tom  Masson,  a  genial  editor, 
declared  that  there  are  three  kinds  of  trouble  in  the  world — money,  others 
and  yourself. 

As  I  understand  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  Our  Lord  would  have  us 
measure  the  value  of  our  money  by  the  same  principle  that  He  would  have 
us  use  in  measuring  our  time,  namely,  does  it  contribute  to  the  growth  and 
continuity  of  life?  Recall  His  story  of  the  rich  farmer  whose  fields  brought 
forth  so  bountifully  that  he  said  he  would  pull  down  his  barns  and  build 
greater.  Then  in  the  midst  of  planning  for  the  preservation  of  his  gains,  he 
was  stricken  in  death.  And  the  parable  closes  with  the  question,  “Whose 
then  shall  these  things  be?”  “What  will  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his 


soul?  Yes,  money  is  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  with  the  wealth  and 
growth  of  the  soul. 

Do  we  desire  money  for  power  and  prestige  and  self- gratification 
which  tend  to  stunt  and  shrivel  the  soul?  Or  do  we  desire  money  for  use 
and  service,  which  expand  life?  The  follower  of  the  Master  must  search 
his  heart  for  the  answer  to  that  question.  And  then  he  must  search  with 
his  mind  to  find  the  highest  and  most  essential  uses  to  which  his  money 
can  be  put,  lest  he  spend  his  money  for  “that  which  is  not  bread.” 

More  than  a  generation  ago'  Prof.  Stephen  Babcock  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  made  the  discovery  that  cattle  might  be  eating  prodigious 
amounts  of  food  but  at  the  same  time  be  starving.  Extended  investigation 
revealed  the  fact  that  life-giving  food  contains  a  strange  element  called 
vitamins”,  which  furnish  the  vitality  necessary  for  maintaining  life.  Now 
food  values  are  measured  by  their  vitamin  content. 

Can  we  apply  this  vitamin  principle  to  all  life?  That  is  what  Jesus 
would  have  us  do.  He  bids  us  study  the/ time  and  money  which  we  have  to 
spend  with  an  eye  to  their  life-building  content. 

In  seeking  to  catch  Christ’s  scale  of  values,  we  must  beware  of  being 
shortsighted.  Jesus  measured  things  in  terms  of  future  fertility  rather 
than  of  immediate  utility.  On  the  basis  of  quick  returns,  Jesus’  life  looks 
like  a  series  of  bad  bargains.  He  gave  up  His  secure  job  as  a  carpenter  to 
take  up  the  precarious  work  of  a  traveling  teacher.  What  a  waste  of  money* 1 
He  left  Galilee  where  He  was  popular  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  where  He  was 
persecuted.  What  a  waste  of  time!  He  could  have  saved  His  life  but  He 
clung  to  Hig  course  until  it  led  to  the  cross.  What  a  waste  of  life!  But  what 
seemed  a  waste  at  the  time  was  Our  Lord’s  way  of  fertilizing  the  soil  of  the 
race  so  that  it  might  bring  forth  the  life  that  is  life  indeed. 

I  have  a  friend  who  will  be  100  years  old  on  Dec.  3rd  next.  He  is  still 
vigorous  in  mind  and  vital  in  body.  When  asked  the  secret  of  his  amazing 
-vitality,  he  answers  smilingly,  “I  was  born  before  germs  were  discovered.” 
That  is  his  whimsical  and  modest  way  of  sayirtg  that  he  has  not  spent  his 
life  worrying  about  himself.  He  has  expended  his  energy  with  self-forget¬ 
fulness,  in  useful  service.  If  at  his  death  someone  asks,  “What  was  he 
worth?”  the  answer  will  not  be  in  the  money  he  leaves  behind  him  but  in 
the  values  he  created— and  takes  with  him. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference 

YOUR  CHRISTIAN  RESPONSIBILITY 

The  Arkansas  ballot  in  November  will  have 
a  lot  of  amendments  and  acts  on  it.  Many  voters 
are  going  to  be  badly  confused,  and  may  end  up 
voting  for  something  bad  and  voting  against 
something  good.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  this 
column  to  pass  judgment  on  all  the  bills  coming 
up  before  us.  It  is  hard,  also,  to- choose  the  most 
important  one  on  the  ballot.  Therefore,  this 
column  will  deal  only  -&ith  the  two  amendments 
that  have  to  do  with  gambling  on  horse  or  dog 
racing. 

Now  there  is  no  proof  in  the  Bible  that  a 
person  who  bets  on  anything  will  be  in  danger 
of  hell  fire.  I  can’t  find  any  passage  in  the  Book 
that  deals  with  this  subject  directly.  Therefore 
we  can  pass  it  as  agreed  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  call  up  direct  biblical  authority  in  proof 
of  our  stand  against  betting  on  races.  As  far  as 
the  racing  is  concerned,  anyone  who  loves  horses 
would  like  to  see  them  strain  with  their  last  drop 
of  blood  to  race  down  the  track  ahead  of  the 
field.  In  fact,  if  it  could  be  stopped  there,  we 
could  define  horse  races  (and  for  that  matter, 
dog  faces  too)  as  an  exhibition  of  high  sports¬ 
manship  which  many  could  and  do  enjoy. 

The  trouble  is,  though,  that  it  does  not  end 
there.  Horse  or  dog  racing  is  not  very  interesting 
to  many  people  without  some  bets  on  the  side. 
The  size  of  the  bet  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merit  or  demerit  of  it.  Gambling  for  nickels  is 
the  same  as  gambling  for  thousands  of  dollars.  If 
one  is  wrong,  certainly  the  other  is.  Besides  this, 
the  gambling  business  sooner  or  later  is  in¬ 
variably  taken  over  by  professionals  who  are  so 
closely  associated  with  those  we  call  gangsters 
and  hoodlums  that  they  cannot  be  separated. 
Therefore,  betting  on  horse  and  dog  races  is  the 
sure  way  for  us  to  bring  in  and  ^courage  the 
very  elements  of  society  that  w*  brag  about 
keeping  out  of  our  towns.  Whenever  the  stakes 
are  high  enough,  gambling  moves  side  by  side 
with  her  sisters,  liquor  and  prostitution.  A  small 
bet  on  a  horse  race  may  seem  ever  so  innocent. 
There  is  little  wrong  in  the  act  itself.  But  whose 
side  are  you  helping  when  you  patronize  the 
gambling  windows:  the  Lord’s  side  or  the  devil’s? 
It’s  that  sharp  a  difference,  friends,  and  all  the 
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THE  SUPREME  QUEST  OF  OUR  AGE 

General  David  Sarnoff,  pioneer  developer  of 
the  Radio  Corporation  of  America  and  “elder 
statesman”  among  “practical”  promoters  of  ap¬ 
plied  sciences,  made  some  predictions  the  other 
day.  Among  other  developments  “in  the  next 
twenty  years”  he  foresaw: 

“Nuclear  energy  will  be  brought  to  a  practi¬ 
cal  state  of  peacetime  usefulness,  not  only  for 
industry,  but  for  planes,  ships,  trains,  and  auto- 
mobilies.  Direct  conversion  of  atomic  energy  in¬ 
to  electricity  will  be  a  fact.  .  .  The  close  ties  pow 
developing  between  biology,  chemistry  and 
physics — applying  the  new  tools  of  electronics 
and  atomics — will  bring  an  avalanche  of  im¬ 
provements  in  preventive  medicine,  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  human  ills.  Biochemistry  will 
furnish  disease-controlling  and  health-sustaining 
drugs  at  an  accelerated  rate,  especially  in  meet¬ 
ing  the  physical  problems  of 'old  age.  Man’s  life 
span  will  be  further  extended.  .  .  The  waters  of 
wretchedness  now  covering  so  much  of  the  world 
will  recede,  and  levels  of  well-being  without 
past  parallel  will  be  attained  all  over  the  world.” 

But  to  realize  these  expectations,  Gen.  Sar¬ 
noff  noted,  “to  a  large  extent  this  will  depend  on 
the  courage,  character  and  competence  of  our 


“business”  that  such  an  institution  may  bring 
into  a  community  is  built  on  the  sand  of  civic 
immorality,  which  will  some  time  drag  any 
town  or  city  into  the  slough  of  crime  and  vio¬ 
lence.  Therefore,  if  we  really  mean  business 
ai>d  want  to  have  a  better  state  and  stronger 
churches,  now  is  the  time  to  vote  gambling  out 
all  over  Arkansas.  And  here  is  how  to  do  it: 

Vote  FOR  amendment  49. 

Vote  AGAINST  amendment  50. 

Remember  to  vote  this  way  on  these  two 
amendments.  Tear  this  out  and  take  it  to  the 
polls.  LET’S  VOTE  GAMBLING  OUT  OF  ARK¬ 
ANSAS! 


leadership  .  .  .  there  are  many  imponderables — 
especially  with  regard  to  the  social  and  political 
prospects — that  may  retard  some  of  my  expecta¬ 
tions.”  Later  he  added:  “Technological  develop¬ 
ment1  in  weapons  of  mass  destruction  will  leave 
no  doubt  that  the  alternative  is  between  survival 
or  annihilation.  All  nations  will  find  it  im¬ 
perative  to  develop  and  adopt  practical  means 
for  disarmament  based  on  effective  inspection, 
control  and  enforcement.” 

Emphasis  that  man  has  seen  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  this  “science-made  paradise”  or  a 
“science-made  hell”  more  terrible  than  Milton 
oy  Dante  ever  dreamed  of,  comes  in  the  news 
that  a  recent  atomic  explosion  in  the  Pacific  was 
“the  equivalent  of  15,000,000  tons  of  TNT— one 
bomb  that  fcould  destroy  everything  and  every¬ 
one  in  any  city  of  100  square  miles  and  of  10,000,- 
000  people.  Or  the  announcement  that  there  are 
in  manufacture  at  least  three  types  of  guided 
missiles,  any  one  of  which  has  inter- continental 
range.  One  madman  is  all  that  is  needed  to  set 
the  world  ablaze. 

Dean  Duncan  E.  Macdonald  (Graduate 
School,  Boston  University)  recently  told  a  Senate 
Committee  that  if  the  present  atomic-arms  race 
continues  for  ten  more  years,  it  may  be  im¬ 
possible  to  develop  an  effective  inspection  pro¬ 
gram. 

Said  he:  “As  weapons  systems  continue  to 
grow  in  area  effectiveness  and  the  time  between 
continents  continues  to  shrink,  we  move  towards 
an  era  where  the  alternative  facing  civilization 
is  simply  co-exis^ence  or  non-existence.  Few 
more  important  questions  have  ever  faced  man¬ 
kind.  .  .  I  would  hope  that  some  of  the  great  in¬ 
stitutions  of  our  life,  including  education  and  re¬ 
ligion,  might  soon  take  a  more  aggressive  leader¬ 
ship  in  assuming  major  roles  in  this  problem. 
Time  is  running  out — and  the  passive  indiffer¬ 
ence  of  individuals  must  give  way  to  an  aggres¬ 
sive  searching  for  peace.” 

I  have  recently  noted — with  something  of 
dismay — that  when  a  scientist,  a  churchman,  or 
even  a  government  leader  comes  forth  with  sug¬ 
gestions  of  ending  or  lessening  atomic  weapon 
experiments  and  developments,  and  proposing 
controls*  there  rise  cries  of  “Impractical!”  and 
“Dreamer!”  and  “Ignorant!”  from  the  politicians 
and  the  military.  It  is  as  if  the  seeker  after  peace 
were  a  traitor  to  his  country.  Yet  this  is  the 
greatest  religious  and  patriotic  quest  of  our  day: 
“to  find  the  way  by  which  the  miraculous  in¬ 
ventiveness  of  man”  (and  this  new  revelation  of 
God)  “shall  not  be  dedicated  to  man’s  death,  but 
consecrated  to  his  life.” 

.  ;  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Festivities  To  Mark  India  Centenary 

Three  Arkansas-Loujsiana  Leaders  Attending 

New  York — (BM) — Festivities  marking  the  one-hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia,  (India  and  Pakistan),  including 
pageants,  exhibits,  hymn  sings  and  addresses  by  bishops  and  other  churches, 
will  begin  October  31  at  the  Lucknow  Christian  College,  Lucknow,  India. 

The  four-day  observance,  climaxing  a  year  of  centennial  activities  in 
India  and  the  United  States,  will  coincide  closely  with  the  time  of  year 
that  William  Butler,  the  first  Methodist  missionary,  opened  his  work  in  the 
fall  of  1856.  The  centenary  celebration  will  be  followed  by  the  quadrennial 
session  of  the  Southern  Asia  Central  Conference,  during  which  three  bishops 
will  be  elected. 

Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley,  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  and  Dr. 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Little  Rock,  are  among  the  forty-two  Methodists 
from  the  United  States,  on  three  tours  sponsored  by  the  Boards  of  Missions, 
who  will  be  at  the  centenary  in  unofficial  capacity  to  observe  and  to  meet 
the  Methodist  people  of  India. 


Newsletter  For 
Methodists 
Begun 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  “The 
Methodist  Reporter,”  an  unofficial, 
independent  weekly  newsletter, 
was  begun  here  October  9  by 
Source  Publishers,  local  religious 
book  publishing  company. 

Purpose  of  the  publication  is  to 
provide  news  of  interest  particular¬ 
ly  to  Methodist  ministers  and  oth¬ 
ers  professionally  employed  by  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Heading  the  editorial  staff  is  the 
Rev.  Robert  Cannon,  Nashville,  a 
Methodist  minister  who  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  denomination’s  Califor- 
nia-Arizona  Conference.  General 
Manager  is  Roy  Manning,  Metho¬ 
dist  layman  of  Nashville. 

“  ‘The  Methodist  Reporter’  will 
be  the  only  Methodist  weekly  paper 
of  national  circulation,”  said  Mr. 
Cannon,  “and  we  feel  that  we  can 
be  of  help  to  professional  leaders 
of  the  church  by  providing  them 
each  week  the  latest  information 
relating  to  their  work.” 

The  publication’s  news  coverage, 
according  to  Mr.  Cannon,  will  in¬ 
clude  brief  reports  of  national 
Methodist  meetings,  financial  and 
membership  statistics,  what  Metho¬ 
dism  is  doing  in  areas  of  social 
concern,  such  as  race  relations, ,  and 
trends  in  Methodist  influence  in 
America  today. 


Two  Added  To 
Methodist  Information 
Commission 

Washington — (MI) — Two  promin¬ 
ent  laymen — Charles  C.  Parlin  of 
Englewood,  N.  J.,  and  Burton  W. 
Marvin  of  the  University  of  Kansas 
—were  elected  to  membership  on 
the  Commission  on  Public  Relations 
and  Methodist  Information  of  The 
Methodist  Church  at  the  agency’s 
annual  meeting  here  Oct.  5. 

They  succeed  the  late  Grove  Pat¬ 
terson,  editor  of  the  Toledo  Blade, 
and  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Walter  W. 
Van  Kirk,  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  International  Affairs  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Raines,  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  Ind.,  commission  chairman, 
presided  at  the  annual  meeting,  held 
here  in  connection  with  the  opening 
of  Methodist  Information’s  new 
Washington  office.  This  is  the  com¬ 
mission’s  fourth  general  office  and 
news  bureau,  others  being  in  New 
York,  Chicago  and  Nashville. 

In  addition,  23  of  The  Methodist 
Church’s  37  episcopal  areas  in  this 
country  have  some  form  of  public 
relations  program  in  operation,  it 
was  reported  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ralph 
Stoody  of  New  York,  general  sec¬ 
retary  and  director  of  the  commis¬ 
sion. 


ANNOUNCES  CATTLE 
GIFT  TO 
RUSSIA 

Heifer  Project,  interfaith  relief 
organization,  announced  recently 
it  will  send  a  herd  of  cattle  to  the 
Soviet  Union  as  the  gift  of  Amer¬ 
ican  farmers. 

Agency  officials  said  the  ship¬ 
ment  will  be  the  first  ever  made 
where  “the  basic  purpose  is  to  show 
that  basic  good  will  exists  through¬ 
out  the  world.”  The  organization 
has  been  sending  contributed  live¬ 
stock  and  poultry  to  war  battered 
or  agriculturally  underdeveloped 
countries  since  1944. 

Heifer  Project  policy  has  been  to 
place  livestock  with  families  on  the 
basis  of  need,  ability  to  give  ade¬ 
quate  care  and  the  willingness  to 
pass  on  the  first  born  off-spring  to 
someone  else. 

The  system  of  property  owner¬ 
ship  in  Russia  made  it  evident  that 
the  usual  ideas  for  distribution 
could  not  be  followed,  they  said, 
but  the  shipment  was  approved  on 
the  basis  that  “this  was  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  an,  investment  in 
peace  and  good  will.”  They  noted 
that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  buy 
the  cattle  in  Northern  Europe  .  .  . 
“if  cattle  wtere  the  only  considera¬ 
tion.” 

The  project  is  a  mutual  endeavor. 
The  Soviet  Union  is^roviding  all 
transportation  charges  and  will  pay 
return  passage  for  three  volunteers 
accompanying  the  shipment.  In 
Russia  the  cattle  will  be  kept  on 
a  government  farm.  Milk  will  be 
distributed  on  a  priority  basis  to 
hospitals,  schools  and  then  to  regu¬ 
lar  customers. 

vThe  cows  were  donated  by 
groups  and  individuals  ,  in  eight 
states.  One  farmer  wrote  in  saying, 
“We  spoke  to  the  Holstein  heifer 
about  sending  her  to  Russia  and 
she  did  not  resist  in  the  least.  It  is 
OK  with  us  to  send  her  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain  —  ‘In  the  name  of 
Christ.’  ” 


Methodist  Commission 
On  Worship 
Revising  Ritual 

The  Commission  on  Worship  of 
The  Methodist  Church  met  in  Chi- 
_cago  September  25-26  to  continue 
work  on  the  revision  of  the  official 
liturgy  of  the  denomination. 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Bishop 
Edwin  E.  Voigt  of  Aberdeen,  S.  Dak., 
the  commission  spent  the  two  days 
studying  proposed  changes  in  the 
Book  of  Worship  and  hearing  re¬ 
ports  on  the  Manual  of  Methodist 
Worship,  which  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion  for  publication.  The  latter  will 
give  practical  helps  for  pastors  in 
conducting  all  phases  of  church 
worship.  The  former  will  be  a  book 
containing  the  actual  materials  used 
in  worship  services,  with  complete 
ritual  of  the  church. 

Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  St.  Louis, 


Bishop  Oxnam 
Speaks  At 
Gandhi  Observance 

WASHINGTON  (M.I.)  —  The 

life  and  teachings  of  Mahatma 
Gandhi,  a  non-Christian,  still  pose 
for  the  Christian  world  one  of  “the 
baffling  questions  of  our  'day,”  said 
Methodist  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Ox¬ 
nam  at  the  eighty-seventh  birthday 
observance  of  the  Indian  leader  on 
October  2.  Gandhi  was  assassinated 
in  1948. 

The  question  for  Christians  to 
consider,  Bishop  Oxnam  said,  is 
“Has  Gandhi  taken  the  Christ  of 
the  West  and  demonstrated  to  the 
people  of  the  East  that  the  stone 
that  the  "frest  rejected  is  to  be  the 
chief  of  the  corner?” 

Bishop  Oxnam  was  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  anniversary  obser¬ 
vance,  held  •  at  the  residence  of 
Ambassador  G.  L.  Mehta. 

Declaring  that  Gandhi  “moved 
the  masses  with  his  ideas  because 
he  himself  incarnated  them,”  Bish¬ 
op  Oxnam  asked:  “Who  dares  say 
that  this  man,  ridiculed  by  mil¬ 
lions,  who  faced  the  power  of  a 
great  Empire,  almost  alone,  and 
who  with  sheer  power  of  love  dedi¬ 
cated  to  truth  trained  millions  in 
the  way  of  non-violence  and  won 
freedom,  could  not  face  other  pow¬ 
er  with  similar  success?  But  what  if 
the  evil  power  destroys  the  saint? 
Is  the  gospel  that  is  to  be  preached 
to  the  nations  incapable  of  rearing 
such  men  in  sufficient  number  to 
/guarantee  such  reform  by  such  a 
method?” 


A  campaign  to  make  prohibition 
“a  red-hot  issue”  in  the  November 
elections  was  launched  in  Miami, 
Fla.,  by  the  Greater  Miami  Minis¬ 
terial  Alliance,  the  Full  Gospel 
Ministerial  Association,  and  the 
Miami  Baptist  Pastors  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Luther  A.  Key,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Baptist  group,  said 
thousands  of  leaflets  announcing 
the  campaign  had  been  mailed  to 
people  all  over  the  United  States. 


former  chairman  of  the  commission, 
now  retired,  was  also  present. 


The  Methodist  Church  in  America, 
the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
various  Methodist  agencies  have 
designated  official  representatives  to 
the  centenary  celebration.  All  either 
have  arrived  in  India  or  are  on  the 
way  there  and  all  will  speak  or 
bring  greetings  from  the  groups 
they  represent. 

The  official  representatives  are: 

Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  of  the 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  episcopal  area,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Rev.  Charles  F.  Golden,  St. 
Albans,  Queens,  N.  Y.,  an  associate 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  National 
Missions  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
representing  the  Board’s  Division  of 
World  Missions. 

Mrs.  John  M.  Pearson,  Hancock, 
N.  Y.,  chairman  of  the  Department 
of  Work  in  Foreign  Fields  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Board,  representing  the 
entire  Woman’s  Division. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Karl  K.  Quimby, 
Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  director  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  education  of  the  Board,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

In  professional  capacity  will  be 
the  two  Board  secretaries  for  India 
and  Pakistan,  Miss  Lucile  Colony, 
New  York,  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  K.  Mathews, 
Maplewood,  N.  J.,  of  the  Division 
of  World  Missions. 

Other  distinguished  visitors  will 
include  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  past  president  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council;  Bishop 
Raymond  L.  Archer,  who  retired 
this  year  as  bishop  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Southeast  Asia;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  L.  E.  Holmgren,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
the  Rev.  Gideon  Henrickson  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Sweden,  and 
representatives  of  other  Protestant 
churches  in  India  and  various  inter¬ 
denominational  groups. 

The  centenary  program  will  open 
at  6  o’clock  the  morning  of  October 
31  with  a  prayer  service,  which  will 
be  the  beginning  of  a  continuous 
chain  of,  prayers  to  be  offered 
throughout  the  four  days  of  the 
celebration. 
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THE  MEMBERS  of  Nolley  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Jena,  voted  Sunday  morning,  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  to  subscribe  to  TOGETHER  by  the 
family  plan.  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

LEESVILLE  Methodist  Church  is  now  broad¬ 
casting  the  11:00  o’clock  service  over  radio 
station  KLLA,  a  new  station  in  Leesville.  Pledges 
are  on  hand  to  insure  the  broadcast  for  a  year, 
according  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Oakley  Lee. 

SIDNEY  A.  SEEGERS,  connected  with  the  Mon¬ 
roe  City  School  system,  will  be  the  Lay 
Speaker  at  the  morning  worship  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Gueydan,  Sunday,  October  21, 
where  Rev.  Sidney  A.  Seegers  is  pastor. 

Rev.  merlin  w.  Merrill,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Mansfield,  was  the 
guest  preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the 
Rodessa  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Marvin  H. 
Hockenhull,  host  pastor,  served  as  song  leader 
for  the  services. 

HE  CHILDREN’S  CHOIR  of  the  Farmerville 
Methodist  Church  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Sirman  presented  a  program  on 
Promotion  Day,  September  30.  Twentv-seven 
children  were  promoted.  Rev.  William  V.  Sirman 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

NERAL  SERVICES  for  Arch  D.  Staples  were 
held  at  the  Castor  Methodist  Church,  Oc¬ 
tober  7.  bv  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers.  pastor  of  the 
Bienville  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Staples  was  the 
father  of  Rev.  Robert  H.  Staples,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop. 

REV.  JAMES  B.  GRAMBLING,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Logansport,  was  the 
guest  speaker  in  a  series  of  special  services  in 
the  GrancL  Chenier  Church,  September  17-21. 
Rev.  VirgiF  Culpepper  is  the  pastor  of  the  Cam¬ 
eron-Grand  Chenier  Charge. 

REV.  ED  HAUG,  pastor  of  the  Sulphur  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  Family 
nieht  services  held  recentlv  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Leesville.  He  spoke  on  the  church 
missionary  work  in  Cuba.  Rev.  Oakley  Lee  is 
pastor  of  the  church.  y 

DR.  CARL  LUEG  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Jennings  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  October  9.  He  spoke  on  his  recent 
trip  to  Palestine.  Representatives  from  Lake 
Arthur  and  Elton  were  present  at  the  meeting. 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  and  Mrs.  Maxine 
Watkins,  Director  of  Christian  Education  of  the 
same  church  were  instructors  in  a  Christian 
Workers  School  held  at  the  Farmerville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  October  8-10.  The  pastor,  Rev. 
William  V.  Sirman,  served  as  dean  of  the  school. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  weekly  assembly  in  the 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel  at  Centenary  College 
September  26.  He  was  introduced  by  Rev.  Jim 
McLean,  director  of  religious  activities  at  Cen¬ 
tenary. 

UDGE  M.  D.  MILLER,  JR.,  will  be  the  Lay¬ 
men’s  Day  speaker,  October  21,  at  the  Jen¬ 
nings  Methodist  Church.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Crichlow,  will  present  the  study,  “Paul’s  Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Local  Churches”,  at  the  four  Sunday 
evening  worship  services  beginning  October  14 
at  the  church. 

REV.  BRADY  COOK,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Greenwood,  Arkansas,  will  be 
guest  preacher  in  revival  services  to  be  held  at 
the  Nolley  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Jena, 
October  21-28.  Miss  Irene  Cook  will  lead  the 
singing.  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

\ 

DR.  W.  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  University  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  to  be  held  at  the 


First  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  November 
4-9.  Cottage  prayer  meetings  and  visitations  will 
begin  two  weeks  t  prior  to  the  revival.  Rev. 
George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

RAY  STEWART,  a  lawyer  from  Picayune, 
Mississippi,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  month¬ 
ly  meeting,  September  25,  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  the  Pearl  River  Methodist 1  Church.  He 
used  as  his  subject  “Fear”.  Members  of  the 
W.S.C.S.  served  the  evening  meal  for  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Rev.'  Frank  O.  Lankford  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie, 
pastor  of  the  Rayville  Methodist  Church,  were 
guest  preachers  for  the  revival  held  in  the 
Fairbanks  Methodist  Church,  October  10-14.  Rev. 
Mr.  Corley  brought  the  message  at  the  morning 
service  and  Rev.  Mr.  Boddie  at  the  evening  hour. 
Rev.  David  Corley  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ROBERT  L.  PEYTON,  pastor  of  the  Ar¬ 
cadia  Methodist  Church  was  guest  preacher 
in  fevival  services  at  the  Grace  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  which  began  October  7.  A.  E. 
Tellinghiusen,  choir  director  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ruston,  was  in  charge  of  the  musical 
program  for  the  revival.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  MEN  of  the  Talisheek  Methodist  Church 
organized  a  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  Septem¬ 
ber  26.  Finley  Embree  and  Francis  Madison  of 
the  Slidell  Methodist  Church  were  present  to 
help  organize  the  club.  The  following/  officers 
were  elected:  Henry  Sharpe,  president;*  Billy 
Weaver,  vice-president;  Dudley  Pitts,  secretary- 
treasurer;  J.  T.  Wood,  reporter.  Rev.  Frank  O. 
Lankford  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

FAMILY  NIGHT  was  observed  at  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  October  3.  In 
connection  with  Religious  Education  week,  a 
play  was  presented  entitled,  “Aunt  Tillie  Learns 
to  Tithe”,  featuring  Mrs.  Ad  Thompson,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Carl  Williams,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Huey  Williamson  and 
Mrs.  R.  V.  D.  Rabb.  Marshall  Bretz  was  in 
charge  of  the  music  program. 

REV.  RAYMOND  CROFOOT,  pastor  of  the 
Kinder  Methodist  Church,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Glenmora  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  to  be  held  at  the  church  Thurs¬ 
day,  October  18.  Newly  elected  officers  of  the 
club  are:  president,  James  Morrison;  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  Nat  Carruth;  secretary-treasurer,  A.  D. 
Hulett,  Jr.  Rev.  D.  R.  Deen  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  NED  STOUT,  pastor  of  the  Eunice  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  spoke  at  the  Workers’  Confer¬ 
ence  of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Jennings  in¬ 
augurating  plans  for  the  new  church  school  year. 
Divisional  discussions  were  led  following  his 
'address  by  the  division  superintendents:  Mr., 
and,  Mrs.  Eugene  Tuthill,  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Mit¬ 
chell.  David  Mdrgan,  Church  School  Superin¬ 
tendent  presided  at  the  meeting.  Rev.  Robert 
Crichlow  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  TRACY  ARNOLD,  pastor,  preached  in 
revival  services  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  September  30-October  7. 
Rev.  George  Ross,  pastor  of  the  Caddo  Heights 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  led  the  singing. 
At  the  First  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Trinity 
Church,  September  26,  a  motion  was  passed  in¬ 
structing  the  Building  Committee  to  submit  plans 
for  the  immediate  erection  of  a  sanctuary  on  the 
site  where  the  phurch  is  now  located. 

REV.  MINNS  S.  ROBERTSON,  pastor  of  the 
Marksville  and  Simmesport  Methodist 
Churches  and  author  of  the  historical  novel  of 
Bible  times,  TO  GOD  ALONE,  addressed  the 
second  AvoyeRgs  Parish  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
in  a  supper  meeting  at  the  Marksville  Methodist 
Church,  September  27.  He  used  as  his  subject, 
“The  Jews  Expected  Messiah”,  which  represents 
the  background  for  his  novel.  Gen.  W.  Dave 
Haas,  Jr.,  Bunkie,  president  of  the  club  presided 


over;  the  meeting.  The  club  is  composed  of  Meth¬ 
odist  men  .from  the  Bunkie,  Effie,  Marksville 
and  Simmesport  Methodist 'churches.  ’ 

MRS.  D.  STEWART  PATTERSON,  59,  wife  of 
the  general  secretary  of  The  Methodist 
Church’s  Commission  on  Camp  Activities,  died 
October  3  at  her  home  after  a  year’s  illness 
Mrs.  Patterson,  the  former  Bertha  Williams  of 
Inez,  Ky.,  had  lived  in  Washington  since  1918 
and  was  active  in  numerous  phases  of  church 
work,  including  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  at  the  Chevy  Chase  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Patterson,  a  widely-known  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  and  church  executive  headed  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Commission  on  Chaplains 
until  his  appointment  this  year  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Camp  Activities. 

DR.  FRED  DENTON  STONE,  81,  a  retired  pub¬ 
lishing  agent  of  The  Methodist  Church,  died 
Thursday  morning,  October  4,  in  a  Chicago  hos¬ 
pital  following  a  long  illness.  F.uneral  services 
were  held  Saturday,  October  6,  in  Evanston, 
Illinois,  and  burial  was  in  Skokie.  Dr.  Stone  was 
elected  publishing  agent  in  1936  and  held  that 
post  until  1948.  Prior  to  that  he  served  churches 
in  Dixon,  Elgin  and  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  was 
superintendent  of  the  Chicago  Western  District 
from  1918  to  1924.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
1924,  1928,  1932  and  1936  General  Conferences 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  the  1939 
f  Uniting  Conference,  and  of  the  1940  and  1944 
*  General  Conferences  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  addressed  the  Sojourners,  a  Masonic 
organization  for  servicemen,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Officers  Club  of  the  Barksdale  Air  Force  Base, 
October  10.  He  discussed  his  experiences  while 
traveling  in  the*Far  East  with  the  Centenary 
College  choir  during  the  past  summer.  A  full 
program  of  colored  slides  taken  during  his  trip 
was  presented  at  the  auditorium  of  the  Science 
Building  of  Centenary  College  the  night  of  Oc¬ 
tober  9.  It  was  arranged  in  answer  to  requests 
from  many  Shreveport  residents  who  expressed 
a  desire  to  see  the  slides.  Dr.  Mickle  gave  a 
running  commentary  during  the  showing  and 
discussed  the  experiences  of  the  group  while  on 
the  tour. 

FORMAL  OPENING  of  the  first  unit  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  was 
held  Sunday,  October  7.  The  building  will  serve 
at  present  as  an  all  purpose  building.  It  is  the 
first  of  five  proposed  units.  In  the  overall  plan 
it  will  be  the  fellowship  hall,  with  separate  units 
serving  as  sanctuary  and  educational  buildings. 
The  church  began  in  June,  1955,  with  the  first 
service  being  held  in  a  tent  erected  on  the  site 
of  the  proposed  church,  June  19,  1955.  This  serv¬ 
ice  began  a  week  of  Evangelistic  messages  cul- 
-minating  on  June  26  with  the  formal  organizing 
of  the  church  with  54  members.  When  the  charter 
membership  list  was  closed  on  July  31,  128  mem¬ 
bers  had  been  received  into  the  church.  Present 
membership  is  251.  Ground  was  broken  for  the 
first  unit  of  the  church  buildings  on  January  29, 
1956.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  laid  the  cornerstone 
May  12.  The  Sunday  evening  service,  October  7, 
was  the  beginning  of  a  week  of  revival  services 
in  the  church.  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  pastor 
of  the  Hammond  Methodist  Church,  preached 
Monday  and  Tuesday  nights,  Rev.  Allen  O.  Hern- 
igan,  associate  pastor  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  preached  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday  nights,  and  Dr.  William  E. 
Ti'ice,  pastor  of  University  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  preached  Friday  night.  Song  lead¬ 
er  for  the  services  was  Galen  F.  Meyers,  with 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Ralston  in  charge  of  special  music. 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


WORLD  SERVICE  RECEIPTS  UP 

Contributions  to  the  World  Service  fund  of 
The  Methodist  Church  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  1956-57  fiscal  year  showed  an  in¬ 
crease  of  2.67  per  cent  ovdr  the  same  period  a 
year  ago,  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg  of  Chicago,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Council  on 
World  Service  and  Finance  reported. 

At  the  end  of  four  months  $2,055,887.21  had 
been  received  as  compared  with  $2, 002, '329.96  for 
the  June  through  September  period  last  year. 
Apportionment  for  the  year  which  will  end  May 
31,  1957,  is  $12,200,000  as 'Compared  with  $9,660,- 
000  a  year  ago. 
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METHODIST  STUDENT 
CENTER  AT  HAMMOND 
FORMALLY  OPENED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
walnut;  and  am-eight  foot  cross,  con¬ 
structed  of  white  oak,  hangs  behind 
the  pulpit  on  a  red  velvet  dorsal 
cloth.  The  altar  ware  is  brass,  and 
four  stained  glass  windows  in  the 
chapel’s  outside  wall  add  to  the 
beauty  and  worship  spirit  of  the 
interior.  > 

The  recreation  room  and  library 
are  paneled  with  Louisiana  cypress, 
a  material  which  comes  from  trees 
2,000  years  old  and  which  is  rapidly 
being  depleted  in  the  state. 

Miss  Hay  estimates.the  cost  of  the 
furnishings  in  the  new  center  at 
about  $14,000.  There  are  two  pianos 
in  addition  to  numerous  chairs, 
couches,  tables,  and  other  essentials. 
Draw  draperies  are  used  through¬ 
out  the  building.  There  will  be  a 
juke  box  installed  in  the  recreation 
room  which  also  has  a  pool  table, 
ping  pong  table  and  several  other 
games. 

Ground  breaking  for  the  building 
was  March  28.  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin,  head  of  the  Arkansas-Louisian^ 
Area,  conducted  the  cornerstone 
service  May  12,  and  construction 
was  far  enough  along  to  allow  the 
Wesley  Foundatipn  program  for  the 
1956  fall  term^to  get  underway  in 
the  new  building.  However,  Miss 
Hay  explained,  just  recently  was 
the  center  ready  for  the  formal 
opening. 

Finances  for  the  structure  came 
from  members  of  the  Hammond 
Methodist  Church,  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  in  which  Hammond  is  lo¬ 
cated,  other  districts  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  and  friends  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Wesley  Foundation  pro- 
gran)  of  the  ^lethodist  Church.  The 
campaign  for  funds  was  launched  in 
1950,  the  year  Miss  Hay  came  to 
Hammond.  The  initial  pledge  of  $1,- 
000  came  from  former  Wesley 
Foundation  members  who  attended 
Southeastern.  The  building  is  now 
more  than  half  paid  for. 

Members  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee  in  addition  to  chairman 
Courtney  and  vice  chairman  Dir. 
Wiginton  are:  Van  Miller,  Hafn- 
mond,  treasurer;  Miss  Hay,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Poole,  Bogalusa; 
Merle  Welsh,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  T. 


Monroe  District 
Teachers' 
Meeting 

The  Local  Church  Emphasis  for 
the  1956-1960  quadrennium  was 
the  theme  of  the  Monroe  District 
preachers’  meeting  in  the  Delhi 
Church  on  September  27.  Rev. 
James  T.  Harris,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  related  the  purposes  and 
procedure  of  the  emphasis  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  “Self-Study  Guide  To¬ 
ward  a  More  Effective  Church.” 
Dr.  George  W.  f’omeroy,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  presented' the  five  study  guides 
and  indicated  how  they  may  be 
most  effectively  used. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  who  is  con¬ 
ference  vice-chairman  of  the  Coin¬ 
mission  on  Higher  Education,  de¬ 
scribed  briefly,  according  to  report, 
this  second  emphasis  of  the  quad¬ 
rennium,  explaining  that  further 
details  of  this  phase  of  the  program 
would  be  dealt  with  in  greater  de¬ 
tail  at  a  later  date. 

Meeting  at  tne  same  hour  were 
the  Parsonettes  under  the  guidance 
of  their  president,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Ta¬ 
tum.  The  preachers  of  the  District 
joined  the  Parsonettes  for  the  cov¬ 
ered-dish  luncheon  which  was 
served  in  fellowship  hall  of  the 
Delhi  Church  of  which  Rev.  Don 
Wineinger  is  pastor. 

Following  the  meal  Mrs.  Harris 
led  the  group  in  singing  familiar 
hymns. 


W.  Morgan,  Denham  Springs;  Dr. 
C.  P.  Lipscomb,  Ponchatoula;  O.  P. 
Waldrep,  Hammond;  W.  J.  Wylie, 
Hammond;  Steve  Ladew,  Hammond; 
Elmer  Sanders,  Kentwood;  Ronny 
Simmons,  Franklinton;  A.  E.  Hood, 
Sr.,  Amite;  the  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Harris,  Baton  Rouge;  and  the  Rev. 
Edward  R.  Thomas,  Hammond. 

Bob  Coleman,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
architect;  and  Ragusa  Brothers, 
Hammond,  builders. 

Miss  Hay  said  the  program  at 
Hammond’s  Wesley  Foundation 
'reaches  about  160,  or  10  per  cent 
of  the  enrollment  at  Southeastern, 
who  are  Methodist  or  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  a  preference  for  Methodism 
as  their  religion. 


Combined  Membership  Totals 
1,077  Years 


During  the  recent 
Sesqui-centennial  o  b- 
servance  of  Methodism 
in  Louisiana  and  Ope¬ 
lousas  Church,  tribute 
was  paid  to  persons 
who  had  been  members 
of  the  Opelousas 
Chyrch  for  50  years  or 
more. 

The  picture  at  right 
features  Mrs.  P.  G. 

Walker  who  had  been 
a  member  of  the  church 
for  75  years. 

Those  who  have  been 
members  for  50  years 
or  more  are:  Mrs.  Susie 
Stokes,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Law¬ 
ler,  70  years;  W.  W. 

Daniel,  Mrs.  N*.  M. 

Childs,  66  years;  Mrs. 

B  e  1 1  i  e  Sanders,  65 
years;  N.  M.  Childs,  J. 

G.  Lawler,  Miss  Neita  Burr,  63 
years;  Miss  Irene  Shute,  Mfs.  E.  H. 
Dillon,  57  years;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Daniel, 
56  years;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Whipp,  Eugene 
Chachere,  £3  years;  Mrs.  Hamilton 
Burleigh,  Mrs.  Effie  Richard,  Miss 


Katie  Carson,  George  King,  50 
years.  The  membership  of  these  18 
persons  totals  1,077  years. 

Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 


ANNUAL  CONCERT  BY  CENTENARY  CHOIR 


— Photo  by  Langston  McEachern 

Holding  symbolic  notes  indicative  of  the  music  they  will  produce  at 
the  annual  “Rhapsody  in  View”  concert  Oct.  29  and  30  are  officers  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  of  Shreveport.  The  concert  traditionally  launches 
the  choir’s  home  concert  season.  From  left  to  right  are  Warene  Boyd, 
Bogalusa,  secretary  of  the  choir;  Melvin  Simmons,  Shreveport,  president; 
Mary  Blankenbaker,  accompanist;  Bob  Brooks,  Gilmer,  Tex.,  board  member; 
Jane  Thompson,  Winnfield,  board  member;  Bill  Bryant,  Shreveport,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  Mary  Jane  Carter,  Shreveport,  accompanist. 


By  Margaret  McDonald 

The  Centenary  College  Choir, 
fresh  from  a  highly  successful  tour 
of  the  Far  East,  now  is  preparing 
to  present  its  annual  “Rhapsody  in 
View”  concert  which  traditionally 
launches  the  fall  concert  season. 

The  Shreveport  Lions  Club, 
which  has  sponsored  the  initial 
home  concert  for  many  years, 
again  is  promoting  the  program. 
For  the  first  time  this  year,  the 
concert  will  be  presented  on  two 
consecutive  nights,  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  Oct.  29  and  30,  in  the  au¬ 
ditorium  of  Byrd  High  School  in 
Shreveport.  In  the  past  the  concert 
has  been  a  one-night  event  given 
in  the  Municipal  Auditorium. 

Director  A.  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran 
says  proceeds  from  the  concert 
will  be  in  used  to  finance  the  Lions 
Club  sight  conservation  work  in 
Shreveport  and  to  help  purchase 
needed  equipment  for  the  choir. 

The  concert,  which  annually  at¬ 
tracts  persons  from  throughout  the 
Ark-La-Tex,  will  be  marked  by  a 
number  of  innovations  this  year. 
The  choir  now  boasts  its  own  set, 
constructed  and  designed  by  James 
Hull  Miller,  technical  director  of 
the  Centenary  Playhouse.  The  set 
consists  of  a  series  of  elevations  ar¬ 
ranged  in  rhythmic  curves  fashion¬ 
ed  to  enhance  the  music  and  to  give 
the  illusion  of  graceful  movement 
on  the  part  of  the  49  young  singers. 
A  plywood  background  is  designed 
with  a  series  of  panels  and  open 
spaces  through  which  the  Centen¬ 
ary  songsters  can  enter  and  exist. 

Women  members  of  the  choir 
will  appear'  for  the  first  time  in 
their  new  costumes,  purchased  to 
replace  the  red  crepe  dinner  dress¬ 
es  ruined  by  the  rains  and  mud  of 
Japan  and  Korea  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  tour  of  the  Far  East.  The 
new  gowns  are  made  of  nylon  chif¬ 
fon  in  a  pale  cerise  shade  and  are 
designed  along  Grecian  lines. 

For  one  section  of  the  concert, 
tl)e  women  members  of  Voran’s 
singing  troupe  will  appear  in  the 
simple  black  faille  gowns  which 
previously  have  been  worn  only 
for  concerts  presented  in  the  many 
Methodist  churches  of  Louisiana. 
With  these  gowns,  the  coeds  will 


wear  elbow-length  white  gloves 
and  glittering  belts  for  an  effect  of 
unpretentious  dignity. 

The  Centenary  College  Choir  has 
gained  recognition  from  critics 
across  the  country  for  the  fact  that 
its  director  stresses  visual  appeal  as 
well  as  musical  excellence.  Voran 
believes  that  a  choir  must  present 
a  pretty  picture  to  the  audience  as 
well  as  performing  with  skill  and 
sincerity.  The  choir’s  $10,000  ward¬ 
robe  has  brought  favorable  com¬ 
ment  at  virtually  all  its  appear¬ 
ances. 

Those  who  have  heard  the  con¬ 
certs  presented  by  the  choir  in 
their  home  communities  and  who 
wish  to  attend  the  “Rhapsody  in 
View”  concert  may  obtain  tickets 
by  writing  to  A.  C.  Voran,  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  Shreveport,  La. 


AUTOGRAPH 
PARTIES  FOR  PASTOR’S 
BOOK 

Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson  of 
Marksville,  reports  two  successful 
autograph  parties  in  which  he  au¬ 
tographed  copies  of  his  novel  of 
Bible  times,  TO  GOD  ALONE. 

The  East  Highlands  Methodist 
Church,  Columbus,  Ga.,  was  the 
scene  of  the  first  party,  where  sales 
■were  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  on 
September  25. 

Another  autograph  party  was 
sponsored  by  the  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Melville 
Methodist  Church,  Melville,  La.,  on 

October  4. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson  reports 
fine  interest  in  his  novel  with  sales 
exceeding  expectations.  He  says  be 
confidently  expects  that  the  first 
edition  will  be  exhausted  before 
Christmas. 

He  adds  that  he  is  in  a  position 
to  make  arrangements  for  interest¬ 
ed  groups  to  promote  sales  of  TO 
GOD  ALONE,  which  is  published 
by  the  College  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  Dayton  Beach,  Florida,  for 
the  benefit  of  their  funds. 
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THE  RESCUE 

By  Dorothy  Ballard 


Where  the  trail  left  the 
meadow  and  entered  the 
woods,  Bill  and  Sue  Ann 
lagged  behind  until  the 
other  hikers  were  out  of  sight.  Bill 
glanced  nervously  at  Sue  Ann. 

“The  Junior  Camp  rules  say  we 
musn’t  go  off  the  trail  without  tell¬ 
ing  the  leader.” 

“That’s  a  silly  rule,”  Sue  Ann 
said  smugly.  “I  spent  a  month  here 
in  Bear  Valley  last  summer,  and  I 
know  my  way  around  better  than 
Les  Gleason  or  any  of  the  new 
counselors.  Come  on.” 

She  dived  through  the  screen  of 
thimbleberry  leaves,  and  Bill  -  fol¬ 
lowed.  While  Sue  Ann  scraped 
lichen  from  a  rock  for  her  plant 
collection,  Bill  clambered  along  a 
fallen  tree  to  gather  moss. 

“Hey!”  he  called  in  a  hoarse 
whisper.  “There’s  a  baby  deer  lying 
in  the  bushes.” 

Sue  Ann  crossed  over  the  log 
and  pulled  back  the  branches  of 
the  alder  bush.  There  1  ay  the 
fawn,  perfectly  still,  its  eyes  wide 
open  with  fright. 

“Poor  little  baby,  we  won’t  hurt 
you,”  Sue  Ann  said  softly.  “Your 
mother  has  gone  away  and  left 
you,  but  we’ll  carry  you  back  to 
camp  and  feed  you.”  She  turned  to 
Bill.  “Isn’t  this  exciting?  I  always 
wanted  a  fawn  to  take  care  of!” 
She  reached  out  her  arms  toward 
the  fawn. 

“Wait.”  Bill  jumped  down  beside 
her.  “There’s  a  state  law  against 
moving  baby  deer  away  from 
where  you  find  them.  You  could 
get  six  months  in  jail.” 

“Another  rule  that  doesn’t  make 
sense.”  Sue  Ann’s  blue  eyes  dark¬ 
ened  angrily.  “This  fawn  will 
starve  if  we  don’t  take  it  to  camp. 
Are  you  going  to  help  me?” 

Bill  shook  his  head  stubbornly. 
“It’s  against  the  law.” 

Sue  Ann  hesitated.  “Well,  we’d 
better  catch  up  with  Les  and  see 
what  he  thinks,  and  the  sooner 
the  better.  I  know  a  shortcut  to 
Lookout  Ledge.” 

The  shortcut  began  as  a  faint 
track  that  grew  even  fainter  as  it 
angled  up  through  the  trees.  Sue 
Ann  hurried  ahead,  and  Bill  pant¬ 
ed  along  behind  her  through  a  con¬ 
fusion  of  gullies  and  ridges.  Then, 
without  warning,  the  track  vanish¬ 
ed.  They  tried  going  to  the  left  then 
to  the  right.  Each  time  they  came 
back  to  a  different  place. 

Bill  sat  down  on  a  rock.  “Let’s 
face  it:  We’re  lost.  Remember  what 
the  camp  director  said?  Sit  down 
right  where  you  are  the  moment 
you  realize  you’re  lost  and  wait  for 
someone  to  find  you.  Otherwise 
you  will  probably  wander  farther 
and  farther  away.” 

“Oh,  you  and  your  rules!”  fretted 
Sue  Ann.  But,  wiping  her  hot  face 
on  the  tail  of  her  pldid  shirt,  she 
sat  down  beside  him.  The  silence  of 
the  forest  settled  steathily  around 
the  two  campers  as  they  stared 
glumly  at  each  other. 

After  a  while,  Sue  Ann  put  her 
head  down  on  her  knees.  “What 


a  dope  I  turned  out  to  be.  If  we 
had  stayed  with  the  gang  or  told 
Les  where  we  were  going,  we 
wouldn’t  bex  in  this  pickle.  Before 
we  can  rescue  the  fawn,  somebody 
has  to  recue  us.”  i 

Still  figuring  to  get  hold  of  that 
baby  deer,  Bill  thought  disgustedly. 
Not  that  he  wasn’t  worried  about 
it,  too.  What  if  a  cougar  attack  it? 

Cougar?  Bill  stiffened  as  he 
heard  a  weird  scream  high  up  the 
hill.  Grinning,  Sue  Ann  jumped  to 
her  feet.  “That’s  Les  hollering  for 
us.  We’re  found.” 

They  were  back  on  the  trail  in 
five  minutes.  As  they  joined  the 
other  hikers  on  Lookout  Ledge, 
Bill  and  Sue  Ann  tumbled  out  their 
story. 

“I  learned  the  reasons  back  of 
some  of  our  camp  rules  today.”  Sue 
Ann  concluded  soberly,  “but  tell 
me  the  sense  of  a  law  against 
rescuing  fawns.” 

Les  Gleason,  the  lanky  counselor, 
answered  her.  “There’s  a  good  rea¬ 
son  for  that,  too.  A  baby  deer’s  legs 
are  so  weak  at  first  that  it  can’t  run 
away  from  danger.  The  mother  has 
to  hide  it  while  she  hunts  for  food. 
She  knows  where  she  has  left  the 
fawn,  and  she  always  comes  back,” 
Les  glanced  casually  over  the 
ledge.  “If  you  doubt  me,  look  be¬ 
low  there,  where  you  found  your 
baby.” 


A  Yellow  Cat  Tells  His 
Story 

By  Mrs.  R.  S.  Blankenship 

I  am  just  a  little  yellow  cat  with 
big,  yellow  eyes  and  a  bushy  tail. 
Little  Master  has  named  me  Baby 
Wolf. 

I  have  not  always  lived  at  this 
comfortable  place  (comfortable 
when  Little  Master  is  not  wooling 
me  about.) 

When  I  first  came  here  they  call¬ 
ed  me  a  stray  and  said  they  would 
not  be  bothered  with  me.  They 
would  carry  me  off.  I  was  put 
down  in  a  dark  place  and  then 
some  one  got  in  the  buggy  (I  after¬ 
ward  found  it  was)  and  said  “Come 
up,  Bob,”  and  we  began  to  move. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  we  traveled 
for  fniles.  I  was  so  miserable  for 
I  didn’t  know  where  we  were  go¬ 
ing  or  at  what  kind  of  place  I 
would  have  to  stay.  Just  when  I 
was  worrying  the  most  I  heard 
someone  in  the  buggy  talking.  JThey 
were  talking  about  me.  I  didn’t 
hear  all  they  said,  but  it  was  some- 


the  others  to  stare  down  at  the  pale 
patch  of  meadow.  Slipping  along 
against  the  dark  border  of  trees 
were  two  brown  shapes,  a  doe  and 
a  wobbly  fawn.  Sue  Ann  watched 
for  a  moment.  “Mama  to  the  resuce, 
and  I’m  glad.  It’s  much  better  that 
way,  isn’t  it?” 

Bill  nodded.  For  once  this  morn¬ 
ing  Sue  Ann  was  right. — Presby¬ 
terian  Life. 


<  rj 

TRICK  OR  TREAT 
FOR  UNICEF 

UNICEF  is  the  United  Nations 
Children’s  Fund,  the  world’s  larg¬ 
est  international  effort  to  improve 
the  health  and  welfare  of  children 
\  and  mothers.  Did  you  know  that  a 
UNICEF  penny  is  bigger  than  an 
ordinary  penny?  That  is  because 
UNICEF  buys_yery  wisely.  There 
are.  so  many  children— altogether 
600  millions — in  faraway  land  that 
are  hungry  and  sick  and  UNICEF 
wants  to  help  as  many  as  they  pos¬ 
sibly  can!  With  UNICEF  pennies 
what  you,- spend  for  a  comic  book 
will  give  a  child  56  glasses  of  milk 
in  Korea,  for  an  ice  cream  cone, 
will  protect  ten  boys  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  Chile,  for  a  candy  bar, 
will  cure  a  girl  of  yaws  in  Africa, 
for  a  Coke,  will  provide  a  boy  with 
ten  bowls  of  rice  in  India.  That  is 
why  we  want  to  help  UNICEF  so 
it  can  go  helping  “All  the  World’s 
Children.” 

Children  can  help  at  Halloween 
time  by  taking  part  in  Trick  or 
Treat”  for  UNICEF.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  write  United  States  Committee 
for  UNICEF,  United  Nations,  N.  Y. 


thing  about  giving  me  a  trial  and 
seeing  if  I  would  catch  any  mice. 
.They  seemed  then  to  turn  around, 
but  the  road  didn’t  seem  nearly  so 
long  coming  back.  We  then  stopped 
and  I  heard  them  say  “Whoa,  Bob,” 
and  I  was  taken  from  the  sack  and 
dropped  on  the  ground.  When  the 
dog  made  chase  for  me  he  was 
made  to  go  and  lie  down. 

There  is  only  one  thing  keeps 
me  from  being  happy.  That  is  a 
gray  and  white  tabby  cat  who  came 
here  sometime  after  I  did,  but 
thinks  herself  mistress.  When  our 
dinner  is  put  down  to  us  she  will 
march  up  and  lap  up  all  the  milk 
and  eat  everything  in  sight  and 
growl  and  spit  at  me  if  I  only  take 
one  little  bite.  She  is  a  greedy  pig. 
Sometimes  I  get  so  'disgusted  that 
I  don’t  even  come  for  my  meals, 
but  sometimes  when  I  do  come  and 
try  to  eat  and  *she  begins  to  growl 
at  me  I  crouch  down  and  look  so 
pitiful  that  Little  Master  comes  and 
takes  her  away  after  she  has  had 
her  share  and  then  I  can  eat. 

I  heard  them  talking  about  tak¬ 
ing  her  off.  I  am  trying  to  be  very 
good  and  catch  all  the  mice  I  can. 

I  am  afraid  they  might  take  me  off 
and  it  gives  me  the  creeps  to  think 
of  it. 

Little  Master  worries  me  dread¬ 
fully  sometimes  and  nearly  hugs 
the  breath  out  of  me,  but  I  know  he 
loves  me  and  as  I  said  before  I 
have  a  good  home  and  am  well 
cared  for,  so  I  believe  I’ll  curl  and 
take  a  nap. 

(This  little  story  was  written  for  Harley 
Blankenship  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  Blankenship,  who  lives  on 
Rt.  1,  Monette,  Arkansas.  He  gave  his 
life  in  France  on  June  19,  1943.  The  story 
was  sent  for  publicatioivas  a  memorial  to 
him.) 


Bill  and  Sue  Ann  crowded  with 


LONELY 

I  am  feeling  oh,  so  lonely 
And  I’m  almost  tearful,  too, 
And  if  you  were  in  my  place 
You’d  feel  the  way  I  do. 

I  know  I  should  be  happy 
In  these  days  so  nice  and  cool, 
But  you  see  my  sister  Betty, 

Has  started  in  to  school. 

—A.  E.  W. 
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WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


FORREST  CITY  GUILD 
SPONSORS  STUDY 

Early  and  carefully  planning  by 
the  Forrest  City  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  paid  rich  dividends  as  the 
first  study  course,  “The  Church  in 
Southeast  Asia,”  was  conducted  the 
last  week  of  September  and  the 
first  week  of  October. 

Securing  Mrs.  Elmus  Brown  of 
Hughes,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Service, 
to  teach  the  class,  dates  were  set 
and  publicity  given,  issuing  an 
open  invitation  to  nearby  Guilds 
and  church  groups.  There  was  good 
response  with  members  of  the 
Marianna  Guild,  of  the  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Council  of  Church  Women,  and 
the  Forrest  City  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  joining  in  the 
course,  and  resulting  in  an  un¬ 
usually  interesting  and  profitable 
study  for  the  combined  groups 
with  /.  approximately  55  earned 
credits. 

The  opening  devotional,  includ¬ 
ing  litany  and  prayer,  with  appro¬ 
priate  maps  and  worship  center,  set 
a  rich  spiritual  tone  in  the  assem¬ 
bly  room  each  evening  for  the 
meetings,  and  a  refreshment 
“break”  dividing  .the  hour-and-a 
half  sessions  provided  fine  fellow¬ 
ship  for  the  group. 

Members  of  the  various  organi¬ 
zations  served  as  pianists  and  song 
leaders,  hostesses  for  the  fellow¬ 
ship  intermission,  and  actively 
participated  in  the  entire  program, 
including  presentation  of  the  de¬ 
votional  and  special  class  assign¬ 
ments. 

In  charge  of  arrangements  for 
the  study  were  Mrs.  Ray  Kerr,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Missionary  Education  and 
Service,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Hinson,  Vice 
President  and  Program  Chairman, 
and  Mrs.  Dwain  Claxton,  Publicity 
Chairman  of  the  Forrest  City 
Guild. 


CEDAR  GROVE  SOCIETY 
HAS  GUEST  PROGRAM 

Cedar  Grove  Methodist  Church1 
in  Shreveport  welcomed  visitors 
from  Kiethville,  Broadmoor,  Morn- 
ingside,  and  also  Highland  Baptist 
churches  of  Shreveport  at  the  pro¬ 
gram  meeting  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  on  Monday  October  1st  at 
10  A.  M. 

Featured  on  the  program  design¬ 
ed  to  awaken  interest  in  the  new 
Quadrennium  theme  was  Mrs.  Paul 
Hildreth,  who  frequently  brings 
her  challenging  philosophies  before 
groups  in  the  Shreveport-Minden 
area.  Mrs.  Hildreth  was  presented 
by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Baldridge  and  took 
as  a  basis  for  her  talk  the  book 
“High  Hopes  for  Low  Spirits”  by 
David  Seaburry.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Mc¬ 
Cormick,  Jr.  presided  at  the  pro¬ 
gam  which  included  special  music 
by  Mrs.  Hoy  Mouser.  Refreshments 
were  served  by  the  Aldergate  Cir¬ 
cle. 


Memphis,  Tennessee,  school  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  general  public  ob¬ 
served  Good  Conduct  Week  in 
response  to  a  plea  from  the  local 
Salvation  Army  branch  for  a  “closer 
inventory  of  man’s  duty  to  man  and 
to  God.” 


ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  ARKA 


Week  of  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
October  25-31,  1956 


DISTRICT  SEMINARS 


Conway 

The  Conway  District  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  held 
its  Annual  Mission  Seminar  at 
Plummerville,  September  5  with  19 
societies  represented  by  97  mem¬ 
bers.  Ten  Districts  and  One  Con¬ 
ference  Officer  were  present. 

Mrs.  Ray  Wood,  district  secretary 
of  Missionary  Education,  presented 
Mrs.  Wilson,  who  gave  the  opening 
and  closing  devotionals. 

The  Studies  were  given  by  Mrs. 
Earl  Horton,  Russellville;  Mrs. 
James  Upton,  Conway;  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Florence,  Conway,  and  Mrs.  M.  H. 
White,  Russellville. 

Mrs.  George  F.  Metzler,  Little 
Rock,  presented  program  and  wor¬ 
ship  material,  with  help  from 
North  Little  Rock  women. 

Camden  District 

The  Camden  District  Missionary 
Institute  for  children  and  youth 
workers  was  held  at  Fairview 
Methodist  Church,  Camden,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  October  2nd  with  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-eight  present. 

Dr.  Hart  held  pastors  meeting  in 
connection  with  the  meeting.' 

Rev!  M.  W.  Miller  was'  host  min¬ 
ister,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Shaddock,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  W.  S.  C.  S.  of  host 
church.  Lunch  was  served  by  the 
ladies  of  the  church.  Fellowship 
hall  was  decorated  to  represent  on 
board  ship  and  the  tables  repre¬ 


sented  islands  in  the  south  east 
Asia  where  the  ship  stopped  during 
the  voyage  to  learn  something  of 
culture,  products  and  ^needs  of 
each,  Burma,  Indo-China,  Thai¬ 
land-,  Malaya;  Philippines,  were  the 
islands  visited.  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart 
was  presented  a  Birthday  Cake  and 
Happy  Birthday  was  sung  to  him 
by  all  on  board  ship.  Miss  Polly 
Lassiter  directed  the  singing  and 
games  played.. 

Mrs.  Walter  Birch,  District  Pre¬ 
sident  gave  the  call  to  order.  Dr.  W 
Neill  Hart,  District  Supt.  gave  the 
devotional  message.  The  children 
workers  were,  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Fohrell;  District 
Director,  Mrs.  S.  M.  McLeon;  Dist. 
Secetary,  Mrs.  Laura  T.  Fook;  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Cherry,  Mrs.  John  Hefley, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Knight,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Ashcraft,  the  youth  work¬ 
ers  were,  Conference  Secretary, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Teague,  District  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  John  G.  Rickey,  District 
Director,  Rev.  Charles  Ashcraft, 
Miss  Anne  Geddie,  Director  of 
Christian  Education  of  1st  Church, 
Camden.  The  Mission  studies  for 
the  year  on  Southeast  Asia  and 
Mission  Field  U.  S.  A.  for  both 
groups  were  given. 

Miss  Polly  Lassiter  gave  the 
closing  worship.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Curtis 
was  in  charge  of  literature  sales. 

Mrs.  John  G.  Rickey,  Reporter 


LITTLE  ROCK 
CONFERENCE  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE  TO  MEET 

Members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference! 

The  Mid-Year  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  of  our  Conference 
Society  wiH  be  held  Oct.  25-26  at 
Oak  Forest  Methodist  Church,  2423 
Fair  Park  Blvd.,  Little  Rock,  be¬ 
ginning  at  2:00  p.m.  Thursday.  The 
meeting  wiH  be  adjourned  at  1:30 
p.m.  Friday. 

The  Summer  School,  Finance, 
Annual  Meeting  Program  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  ,  Personnel  Committee  will 
meet  on  either  Wednesday  Evening 
or  Thursday  Morning.  You  will  re¬ 
ceive  notice  as  to  the  time  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committees. 

The  District  Vice-Presidents  are 
being  invited  to  attend  this  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee  meeting. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Terry, 
Recording  Secretary 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Mrs.  Louis  W.  Zeller,  secretary 
of  literature  and  publication  for 
the  New  Orleans  district,  Methodist 
Church,  is  conducting  a  four-ses¬ 
sion  missionary  study  on  Southeast 
Asia  for  the  Lake  Vista  Methodist 
Women’s  Society  for  Christian 
Service  beginning  Monday,  Oct.  8. 

The  sessions  are  being  held  from 
10  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  in  the  church 
education  building.  Subsequent 
sessions  are  scehduled  for  Oct.  15, 
22  and  29. 


South  East  Asia  was  the  topic 
of  the  devotional  led  by  Mrs.  Bob 
Vandergriff  at  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Van  Buren 
October  2  at  the  church. 

Mrs.  Pauline  Faber  gave  an  in¬ 
teresting  lesson  on  the  Islands  of 
South  East  Asia.  Circle  2  was  host¬ 
ess  to  a  covered  dish  luncheon, 
followed  by  the  business  meeting 
with  Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson,  president, 
presiding. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  Melville,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Church  sponsored  a  Silver  Tea 
and  Book  Review  on  October  4. 

Rev.  M.  S.  Ro’bertson,  presented 
his  new  book,  “To  God  Alone”  a 
dramatic  novel  of  Zionism  to  an 
Eternal  God.  Rev.  Robertson  is 
pastor  of  the  Marksville  Church 
Rev.  Olfie  L.  Golson,  Jr.  was  host 
p&stor. 


Miss  Midori  Sasaki,  a  graduate  of 
Hiroshima  Jo  Gakuin,  Methodist 
college  in  Japan,  is  now  in  the 
United  States  to  begin  her  studies 
as  winner  of  the  William  Faulkner 
study  grant  for  one  year  of  graduate 
study  abroad.  Hiroshima  Jo  Gakuin 
is  a  college  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Miss  Sasaki,  who  won 
also  a  Fulbright  travel  grant,  is  at¬ 
tending  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.  An 
extension  of  the  grant  is  possible, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  Miss  Sasaki  will 
be  able  to  study  two  or  three  years 
in  North  Carolina. 


OCTOBER  18,  1956 
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Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Monroe  First  'Church 
Honors  Leader 

Sunday,  September  30,  marked 
the  completion  of  another  year  in 
the  program  of  the  church  school  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  and  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year.  A  goal  of  500  in  attendance  at 
the  Sunday  School  was  exceeded 
when  635  pupils  were  recorded  as 
being  present,  and  Walter  Rhodes, 
secretary  of  the  church  school  for 
the  past  20  years,  was  presented 
with  a  gold  watch  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  morning  worship  service 
which  had  been  devoted  to  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  church  school  workers 
and  a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  Dr. 
George  W.  Pomeroy,  on  “Go  Teach”. 

G.  E.  Boggs  is  the  general  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Monroe  First 
Church  Christian  education  pro¬ 
gram,  and  George  Riser  is  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission  on  educa¬ 
tion. 

The  observance  had  been  termed 
“Walter  Rhodes  Day”  honoring  Mr. 
Rhodes  for  his  long  service  to  the 
church  school  program  and  the  gold 
watch  presented  him  was  the  gift 
from  many  of  his  friends. 


Greater  Little  Rock 
School 
This  Week 

Twelve  courses  are  being  offered 
this  week  in  the  Annual  Greater 
Little  Rock  Leadership  Training 
School  being  conducted  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock. 
Dr.  Arthur  Terry,  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  is  the  Dean  of 
the  school,  Dr.  Fred  Harrison,  Win¬ 
field  pastor,  is  chairman  of  the 
school’s  board  of  managers,  Rev.  E. 
B.  Williams,  Gardner  Memorial, 
North  Little  Rock,  vice-president, 
'Mrs.  V.  B.  Story,  Pulaski  Heights 
Christian  Education  Director,  sec¬ 
retary,  and  James  H.  Johnson,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  treasurer. 

Opening  session  of  the  school 
was  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  eve¬ 
ning  sessions  are  being  held 
through  Thursday  evening  of  this 
week. 

Courses  being  offered  and  in¬ 
structors  include  Teaching  Chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Thompson,  Little 
Rock;  Understanding  Children, 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Beal,  Tyler,  Texas;  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  of  Children,  Mrs. 
W.  Neill  Hart,  Camden;  Children’s 
Division  of  the  Church,  Mrs.  Roy 
Scales,  Dallas,  Texas;  Preparing  for 
Marriage,  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart,  Cam¬ 
den;  Guiding  Intermediates,  Mrs. 
Bob  O.  Clark,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Re¬ 
creational  Leadership,  Larry  Eisen- 
berg,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Helping 
Adults  Learn,  Dr.  Boyd  DeVore, 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas;  Personal 
Christian  Living,  Dr.  Robert  E.  L. 
Bearden,  Fayetteville;  Paul,  The 
Man  and  His  Work,  Dr.  W.  C.  Dav¬ 
is,  Dallas,  T^xas;  Church  School 
Administration,  Dr.  O.  W.  Moerner, 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  Meaning  • 
of  Methodism,  Rev.  Mouzon  Mann, 
McGehee. 

More  than  500  persons  are  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  courses. 


Camden  District 
In  Seminar 
For  Workers 

A  one  day  seminar  for  children 
and  youth  workers  of  the  Camden 
District  was  conducted  on  Tuesday, 
October  2,  at  the  Fairview  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Camden,  with  a  large 
group  of  children  and  youth  work¬ 
ers  present  for  the  program.  The 
program  was  under  the  general  di¬ 
rection  of  Dr.  W.  Neill  Hart,  Cam¬ 
den  District  Superintendent,  Mrs. 
Walter  Birch,  District  president  of 
the  Camden  District  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  which  cooperated  in  the  sem¬ 
inar,  Rev.  Charles  G.  Ashcraft, 
Camden  District  director  of  youth 
work,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Teague,  Confer¬ 
ence  Woman’s  Society  secretary  of 
youth  work,  Mrs.  Laura  T.  Fooks, 
District  secretary  of  children’s  work, 
Mrs.  John  G.  Rickey,  district  secre¬ 
tary  of  youth  work,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Mc- 
Leon,  'district  director  of  children’s 
work,  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Fohrell,  con¬ 
ference  secretary  of  children’s  work. 
Rev.  Marion  W.  Miller  was  the  host 
pastor.  . 

The  program  consisted  of  wor¬ 
ship  services,  addresses  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  workers,  and  group 
meetings  for  the  various  age  group 
workers.  Dr.  Hart  conducted  the 
opening  worship  sei*vice  and  Miss 
Polly  Lassiter,  director  of  Christian 
education,  First  Church,  Arkadel- 
phia,  had  charge  of  J;he  closing  wor¬ 
ship  period. 

Lafayette  Holds 
City-Wide 
School 

Three  Lafayette  Methodist 
Churches,  First  Church,  Asbury,  and 
Davidson,  cooperated  in  the  holding 
of  a  six-day  annual  Leadership 
Training  School,  September  23-28. 
Sessions  were  held  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church. 

Courses  offered  included  a  gener¬ 
al  course  on  the  principles  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  by  Rev.  Don  Barnes, 
director  of  Christian  Education, 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  following  depart¬ 
mental  courses,  “Planning  for  Nur¬ 
sery  Children,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton, 
Lafayette,  “Planning  for  Children 
of  the  Church”,  Mrs.  Ed  Haug,  Sul¬ 
phur,  “Teaching  Youth,  Miss  Louise 
Sharp,  Shreveport,  Conference 
Youth  Worker,  and  a  laboratory 
school  for  Junior  boys  and  girls  for 
observation  taught'  by  Mrs.  E.  L. 
McKay,  Pollock,  Conference  chil¬ 
dren’s  worker. 

Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  -\fras  the  host 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  Asbury  while  Rev. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn  is  the  Davidson 
Memorial  pastor. 


BAR  GIDEON  BIBLE 
DISTRIBUTION  IN  PENNA. 

SCHOOLS 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  (RNS) — Distribu¬ 
tion  of  Gideon  Bibles  in  public 
schools  is  illegal  under  both  the 
state  and  federal  constitutions, 
Deputy  Attorney  General  Elmer  T. 
Bolla  ruled  in  an  informal  opinion 
here.  f- 

The  Department  of  Public  In- 


CONSULTATION  ON  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
BUILDING  AND  EQUIPMENT 


New  Leadership 
Education  Text 

A  Short  History  of  Methodism , 
by  William  Warren  Sweet  and 
Umphrey  Lee  is  the  textbook  for 
the  new  Second  Series  course,  “His¬ 
tory  of  Methodism”,  for  use  in 
Christian  workers’  schools,  it  has 
been  announced  by  the  Rev.  M.  Earl 
Cunningham,  director  of  the  De- 
,  partment  of  Leadership  Education, 
General  Board  of  Education. 

The  authors  are  two  of  the  ablest 
church  historians  in  this  country. 
Dr.  Sweet  is  well  known  for  his 
exhaustive  Methodism  in  America , 
and  Dr.  Lee,  a  former  chancellor  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  is 
widely  known  as  a  scholar  of  emin¬ 
ent  ability.  They  were  requested  to 
write  the  text  by  the'  Curriculum 
Committee  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
Mr*  Cunningham  said. 

Though  the  book  is  designed 
primarily  as  a  training  text,  it  will 
be  of  interest  to  all  Methodists. 
“Every  Methodist  can  read  it  with 
profit  and  delight,”  says  the  Rev. 
Allan  G.  Gray,  who  reviewed  it  in 
the  Michigan  Christian  Advocate. 

Order  A  Short  History  of  Meth¬ 
odism,  Lee  and  Sweet,  from  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House  that 
serves  you.  Published  by  Abingdon 
Press.  Price,  $2.00. 

An  Unusual  Study 
Course  For  Adults 

Where  have  you  seen  a  lesson  in 
a  church-school  periodical  on  the 
subject  of  spiritualism  or  Christian 
Science  or  Baha’i?  An  unusual 
study  course  for  adults  is  published 
in  the  Adult  Student  for  October- 
November  under  the  general  title 
“Some  Emerging  Religious  Groups.” 
The  writer  is  Marcus  Bach,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  faculty  of  the  School  of 
Religion  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa. 

The  eight  groups  discussed  in 
this  series  of  lessons  are  the  Pen- 
tecostals,  the  Mormons,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Scientists,  the  Baha’i  faith. 
Unity,  the  Hutterites,  Spiritualism, 
and  Jehovah’s  Witnesses. 


struction  had  asked  for  a,ruling  on 
whether  the  Gideon  Society  could 
distribute  Bibles  ta  public  school 
children  in  Haverford  Township, 
Delaware  County' 

Mr.  Bolla  advised  the  department 
that  the  distribution  of  Gideon 
Bibles  in  the!  public  schools  would 
violate: 

“1.  The  14th  Amendment  to  the 
U.S.  Constitution  prohibiting  the 
making  of  any  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion; 

“2.  The  Pennsylvania  Constitu¬ 
tion  that  (says)  no  preference  shall 
ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  religi¬ 
ous  establishment  or  mode  of  wor¬ 
ship. 

“3.  The  Public  School  Code  of 
1949  which  does  not  provide  for  the 
distribution  of  this  Bible  on  public 
school  property." 


One  of  the  important  services 
rendered  by  the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church,  General  Board  of 
Education,  is  that  of  consultation 
on  church  school  building  and 
equipment. 

“It  is  estimated  that  we  touched 
nearly  a  thousand  church  school 
projects  last  year  (1955)  with  serv¬ 
ice,”  says  the  report  of  the  Board’s 
Department  of  General  Church 
School  Work,  which  is  the  respon¬ 
sible  agency.  > 

The  service  is  given  in  four  ways: 

1.  The  pastor  or  the  building 
committee  may  go  to  Nashville  for 
consultation  regarding  church 
school  building  and  equipment. 

2.  The  persons  responsible  for 
building  or  remodeling  for  Chris¬ 
tian  education  purposes,  may  se¬ 
cure  help  by  corresponding  with 
the  Department  of  General  Church 
School  Work. 

3.  The  local  church  may  call  upon 
the  General  Board  of  Education  to 
send  a  staff  member  to  counsel 
with  the  church’s  planning  com¬ 
mittee. 

4:  Helpful  literature  is  available 
from  the  Department  of  General 
Church  School  Work. 

Write  to  the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Goth- 
ard,  who  is  chairman  of  the  consul¬ 
tation  committee,  regarding  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

Principles  in  planning  for 
church  school  buildings  or 
classrooms 

’  Equipment  and  arrangement 
for  the  church  school 
\  Review  of  preliminary  draw¬ 
ings  of  educational  buildings 
Remodeling  of  church  school 
space 

Mr.  Gothard’s  address  is  Depart¬ 
ment  of  General  Church  School 
Work,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee. 

Other  members  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  Committee  are  representatives 
of  the  •  Division’s  three  age-group 
departments— Children,  Youth,  and 
Adult. 

A  new  free  leaflet,.  Consultation 
Service  on  Church  School  Buildings 
and  Equipment  (8284-B-Rev.)  is 
available  from  the  Service  Depart¬ 
ment,  General  Board  of  Education, 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennes¬ 
see. 


SEPTEMBER  CHURCH 
CONSTRUCTIONS  SETS 
RECORD 

Church  construction  in  September 
set  a  new  record  for  a  single  month, 
the  Departments  of  Commerce  and 
Labor  reported  here.  The  total  of 
$72,000,000  was  $2,000,000  more  than 
the  previous  monthly  high  estab¬ 
lished  in  August. 

In  September,  1955,  cfiNyrch  con¬ 
struction  amounted  to  $69,000,000. 

Church  building  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year  totalled  $545,- 
000,000,  an  increase  of  $7,000,000 
over  the  same  period  of  1955.  This 
indicates  that  a  new  record  may  be 
established  this  year. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year,  church  construction  lagged  a 
little  behind  1955  levels. 
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Williams  College  Commemorates 
Haystack  Prayer  Meeting 


Williamstown,  Mass.  —  (RNS)  — 
Honorary  degrees  were  conferred 
by  Williams  College  upon  Secretary 
of  State  John  Foster  Dulles  and  two 
clergymen  in  a  special  convocation 
commemorating  the  sesquicenten- 
nial  of  the  historic  Haystack  Prayer 
Meeting  on  the  campus. 

Honored  in  addition  to  Mr.  (Dulles 
were  the  Rev.  Alford  Carleton  of 
Boston,  executive  vice-president  of 
the  American  Board  of  Confmission- 
ers  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  the 
Rev.  Luther  R.  Fowle,  Williams  ’08, 
who  served  as  a  missionary  under 
three  different  regimes  in  Turkey. 

President  James  P.  Baxter  III  of 
Williams  also  awarded  certificates 
of  commendation  to  each  of  142 
alumni  of  the  college  who,  as  a 
minister  or  missionary,  “is  seeking 
in  a  new  generation  the  goals  of  the 
inspired  group  of  1806.” 

In  1806,  five  Williams  students, 
taking  refuge  under  a  haystack  from 
a  sudden  thunderstorm,  dedicated 
themselves  to  spreading  the  gospel 
to  foreign  lands. 

That  meeting  led  a  few  years  later 
to  the  formation  of  the  American 
Board — the  first  U.  S.  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  agency.  The  Haystack  Prayer 
Meeting  is  commemorated  by  a  12- 
foot  monument  on  the  college 
campus. 

Congratulatory  messages  on  the 
convocation  were  received  by  the 
college  from  President  Eisenhower 
and  UNESCO  general  director  Luth¬ 
er  Evans. 

“This  inspiring  event,”  the  Pres¬ 
ident  said,  “brings  us  to  appreciate 
more  fully  what  these  dedicated 
pioneers  of  world  service  con¬ 


tributed  to  international  under¬ 
standing  and  to  the  betterment  of 
mankind.” 

Mr.  Evans  said  it  was  “undoubt¬ 
edly  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
groups  of  devoted  men  and  women 
during  the  last  150  years  have  ven¬ 
tured  into  all  corners  and  continents 
of  the  earth  that  the  people  who  in 
1806  were  called  ‘foreign’  can  today 
make  an  effort  at  being  ‘united  na¬ 
tions’.” 

Baptist  Hospital  Opens 
Psychiatric  Unit 

Little  Rock,  Ark — (RNS) — Arkan¬ 
sas  Baptist  Hospital  here  has  open¬ 
ed  a  20-bed  psychiatric  unit,  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  a  private  general 
hospital  in  this  state. 

The  unit  was  installed  in  remodel¬ 
ed  quarters  at  a  cost  of  $15. 000.  It 
will  have  facilities  for  shock  and 
other  therapy  used  in  psycniatnc 
medicine.  Patient^’  rooms  have  pull 
drapes,  piped-in  music  and  are 
painted  in  color  schemes  valuable 
in  treating  psychiatric  cases. 

Also  included  is  a  room  in  which 
patients  can  meet  visitors.  A  day 
room  for  a  television  set,  games  and 
occupational  therapy  materials  is 
still  under  construction. 

J.  A.  Gilbreath,  hospital  admin¬ 
istrator,  said  the  unit  would  be 
opened  to  acute  psychiatric  patients 
at  the  request  of  their  physicians. 

Psychiatrists  now  on  the  hospital 
staff  will  practice  in  the  unit  on  a 
visiting  staff  basis  just  as  surgeons 
and  other  physicians  practice  in  the 
hospital.  A  professional  registered 
nurse  will  be  on  duty  at  all  times. 


Editor  Finds  Religious  News  Gaining, 
Police  Beat  Declining 


Lexington,  Ky.  —  (RNS)  —  The 
emergence  of  religious  news  as  an 
important  phase  of  daily  newspaper 
reporting  and  the  decline  of  police 
reporting  as  the  major  source  of 
printed  news  were  noted  here  dur¬ 
ing  the  Southern  regional  meeting 
of  the  Catholic  Press  Association. 

At  a  panel  discussion  on  “The 
Church  and  the  Daily  Press,”  Nor¬ 
man  Isaacs,  managing  editor  of  the 
Louisville  Times,  said  that  during 
his  early  days  with  the  paper  the 
police  beat  was  the  No.  1  ^ource  of 
news  and  religious  news  was  of  lit¬ 
tle-recognized  importance. 

He  said  that  religious  news  today 
is  considered  a  secondary  beat,  “un¬ 
fortunately,”  and  the  police  beat  no 
longer  is  the  principal  source  of 
news. 

Russell  Rice,  religious  news  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Lexington  Leader,  noted 
that  religious  news  during  the  past 
few  years  has  risen  from  a  “fifth- 
place  beat”  to  a  secondary  one.  He 
said  more  editors  daily  are  recog- 
nizing  the  importance  of  religious 
news. 

The  secular  press  representatives 
complained  that  the  Catholic  press 
has  a  tendency  to  “regard  itself  as 
proprietary  owner  of  news  having  to 
with  Church  activities.” 

They  told  the  Catholic  prtfss  dele¬ 
gates  that  daily  newspapers  and 
Newspaper  services  should  be  given 
Pews  on  an  “equal  release”  basis 
^Pd  not  have  to  “play  second  fiddle” 
to  religious  publications. 


“The  daily  press  serves  the  total 
community,”  Mr.  Isaacs  said.  “If  the 
Church  is  interested  in  letting  the 
total  community  know  of  its  actions, 
the  general  press  would  seem  to  be 
an  important  arm  of  the  Church.” 
_ \ 

DEPLORES  SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST  ‘INVASION’  OF 
MINNESOTA 

Minneapolis,  Minn. — (RNS)  —  A 
projected  Southern  Baptist  “invas¬ 
ion”  of  Minnesota  was  termed  “un¬ 
fortunate”  by  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Minnesota  Convention  of 
American  (formerly  Northern)  Bap¬ 
tist  Churches. 

In  a  report  to  the  Convention’s  an¬ 
nual  session  here,  Dr.  Joseph  I. 
Chapman  said  he  had  been  asked 
how  Minnesota  American  Baptists 
should  view  the  recent  organization 
of  a  Southern  Baptist  congregation 
in  Minneapolis  and  announced  plans 
to  start  othfers  in  the  state. 

“My  own  feeling  is  that  it  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  Baptists  in  fellow¬ 
ship  together  in  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  should  be  in  the  position  of 
“competitor’  in  local  areas,”  he  said. 

“There  is  much  for  them  to  do  in 
their  own  territory,  and  for  us  in 
ours,  so  that  it  would  seem  better 
for  them  to  usqjjieir  funds  to  estab¬ 
lish  work  in  areas  not  now  reached 
for  Christ  and  our  Baptist  witness. 

“However,  out  basic  attitude 
should  be  toward  them  as  toward 
other  Baptist  groups — may  the  Lord 
bless  them  in  the  work.  We  will 
keep  on  doing  the  Lord’s  work  as 
best  we  can,  and  we  do  not  have 
time  for  the  development  of  a  spirit 
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Set  $1,500,000  Goal  In 
Share-Our-Surplus 
Program 

New  York — (RNS) — Church  World 
Service,  international  relief  agency 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
announced  a  goal  of  $1,150,000  for 
its  1957  Share-Our-Surplus  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  Rev.  R.  Norris  Wilson,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  said  this  amount 
would  enable  the  agency  to  provide 
hungry  people  overseas  next  year 
with  more  than  300,000,000  pounds 
of  U.  S.  surplus  foods  valued  at  some 
$35,000,000. 

Ah  appeal  for  the  funds  will  be 
launched  this  fall,  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  during  the  Thanksgiving  sea¬ 
son.  At  that  time  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  churchgoers  over  the 
country  will  be  asked  to  contribute 
through  their  churches  and  church- 
affiliated  groups. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  that  through  the 
Share-Our-Surplus  program  every 
contributed  dollar  makes  possible 
the  distribution  of  more  than  100 
pounds  of  food  to  needy  people. 

He  said  there  is  no  cost  for  the 
surplus  foods  and  ocean  freight  to 
most  areas  served  is  covered  either 
by  our  government  or  that  of  the 
recipient  people.  The  funds  collect¬ 
ed  through  the -S-O-S  appeal  are 
used  to  cover  distribution,  adminis¬ 
tration  and  some  transportation 
costs  not  otherwise  provided. 

“Given  in  the  name  of  Christ — 
always  the  better  way — and  without 
question  of  race,  color  or  creed,” 
Mr.  Wilson  said. 


Bishop  Asks  Halt  To 
Contacts  With 
Russian  Churches 

Copenhagen — (RNS) — Dr.  Eiv- 
ind  Berggrav,  retired  Bishop  of 
Oslo  and  former  Primate  of  the 
State  -Lutheran  Church  of  Nor¬ 
way,  has  called  for  a  halt  to  the 
growing  contacts  between  west¬ 
ern  churches  and  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church. 

In  an  interview  published  in 
the  Kristeligt  Dagblad  (Chris¬ 
tian  Daily)  here,  Bishop  Berg¬ 
grav  charged  that  the  Russian 
Church  “subordinates  itself  to  a 
godless  State.”  He  contended  that 
western  churchmen  who  partici¬ 
pate  in  official  visits  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Chruch  and  join  in  its  wor¬ 
ship  services  “place  themselves 
on  the  verge  of  treachery  to 
Christian  justice  and  faith.” 

Dr.  Bergrav  expressed  his  views 
after  the  bishops  of  the  State 
Lutheran  Church  of  Denmark  in¬ 
vited  the  Russian  Church  to  send 
an  official  delegation  to  Den¬ 
mark.  Last  winter  an  official 
Danish  Church  delegation  visited 
the  Soviet  Union. 

He  said  the  holding  of  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  in  Communist  Hungary  last 
August  would  have  been  an  act 
of  “treachery”  had  it  not  “led  to 
the  rehabilitation  of  Bishop  Lajos 
Ordass.”  Bishop  Berggrav  is  a 
former  president  of  the  World 
Council. 


Editors  Named  To  Index  Red 
Sea  Scrolls 


New  York — (RNS) — An  American 
Protestant  Biblical  scholar  and  an 
Italian  Jesuit  priest  have  been 
named  joint  editors  of  a  project  to 
index  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  with  the 


REPORT  CARDINAL 
WYSZYNSKI  BARS  # 
NEGOTIATIONS  WITH 
GOVERNMENT 

London — (RNS) — Stefan  Cardinal 
Wyszynski,  Primate  of  Poland,  has 
refused  to  negotiate  with  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  Communist  regime 
over  his  release  from  confinement 
because  of  suggestions  that  he  would 
not  be  allowed  to  resume  his  eccles¬ 
iastical  duties,  reports  from  War¬ 
saw  said. 

Earlier  reports  received  here  from 
Roman  Catholic  circles  in  Warsaw 
late  in  September  stated  that  nego¬ 
tiations  between  “progressive”  Cath¬ 
olic  groups  in  Poland  and  govern¬ 
ment  representatives  for  the  cardi¬ 
nal’s  release  had  taken  a  “favorable 
turn”. 

The  September  reports  said  that 
a  special  delegation  of  Catholics  had 
gone  from  Warsaw  to  visit  the  card¬ 
inal  at  his  place  of  detention  to 
“discuss  arrangements”  with  him. 

Cardinal  Wyszynski  was  arrested 
and  banished  from  his  See  of  Gniez- 
no  and  Warsaw  by  the  Communist 
government  in  September,  1953.  He 
has  been  confined  to  a  monastery  in 
a  remote  part  of  the  country. 

The  cardinal  is  known  to  have 
stated  on  several  previous  occasions 
that  he  prefers  to  remain  a  prisoner 
until  he  is  freed  without  any  re¬ 
strictions  on  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  primate. 


aid  of  International  Business  Ma¬ 
chines’  “705,”  a  giant  electronic 
computer. 

They  are  Dr.  Millar  Burrows,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Biblical  theology  at  Yale 
University,  and  the  Rev.  Pietro  Boc¬ 
caccio,  S.J.,  of  the  Pontificial  Bibli¬ 
cal  Institute  in  Rome.  Both  are 
recognized  experts  in  ancient  He¬ 
brew  philology  and  Biblical  studies. 
Dr.  Burrows  is  the  author  of  a  re¬ 
cently-published  book  analyzing  and 
interpreting  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 

Their  appointment  was  announced 
here  by  the  Rev.  Roberto  Busa,  S.J., 
pn  behalf  of  the  Index  Thomisticus 
Committee  for  Mechanized  Lingu¬ 
istic  Analysis,  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

Prof.  Aldo  Ferrabino  heads  the 
committee  of  Italian  clerics  and  lay¬ 
men.  He  is  president  of  the  Italian 
Society  for  Academies  and  Libraries 
and  of  the  Italian  Institute  of  His¬ 
torical  Studies. 

Other  committee  members  are  the 
Rev.  Anselmo  Albarada,  Prefect  of 
the  Vatican  Library,  the  Rev.  Au- 
gustino  Gemelli,  rector  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  University  of  Milan  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Papal  Academy  of 
Sciences;  Prof.  Marcello  Boldrini, 
professor  of  statistics  at  Rome  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Prof.  Francesco  Severi, 
Italy’s  outstanding  mathematician. 

Father  Busa  is  a  member  of  the 
philosophy  faculty  of  Aloisianum 
College,  Gallarate,  Italy,  near  Milan, 
where  preliminary  work  on  the  in¬ 
dexing  will  be  done  by  Jesuits  using 
IBM  data  processing  machines. 

The  work  was  initiated  with  a 
grant  from  IBM  World  Trade  Cor¬ 
poration,  a  subsidiary  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Business  Machines,  which  do¬ 
nated  technicians  and  machinery. 
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FALL  ACTION  PROJECT  GETS 
SUPPORT 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Harvey  Spillman 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Har- 
vey  Spillman  Sub-District  was 
held  on  Monday  night,  August  24 
at  the  Jackson  (La.)  Methodist 
Church.  A  devotional  message  on 
faith  was  presented  with  three 
speakers,  each  speaker  telling  how 
his  or  her  faith  had  been  deepened. 
A  business  meeting  followed. 

Rodney  Hendricks,  president, 
presided  over  the  \  meeting.  There 
were  110  persons  present. 

Refreshments  wer&  served  after 
the  business  meeting. 

The  next  Sub-District  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Slaughter  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  October  22. — Dale 
Jones. 

Batesville 

“Youth  Faces  Alcohol  Problem” 
was  the  theme  of  the  program  of 
the  Batesville  Sub-District  Bethes- 
da  Methodist  Church  on  Monday 
evening,  October  8. 

One  hundred  twelve  youth,,  adult 
counselors  and  ministers  were  in 
attendance  for  this  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  youth  fellowships  with¬ 
in  the  Batesville  area.  Churches  re¬ 
presented  were:  Asbury,  Bethesda, 
Cave  City,  Central  Avenue,  Cush¬ 
man,  Desha,  First  Church,  Grange, 
Newark,  Saldo,  Oil  Trough  and 
Sulphur  Rock. 

Following  the  evening  program, 
Christian  Fellowship  leader  of  the 
Sub-District,  Susan  Lytle,  directed 
activity  and  games  for  the  young 
people. 

Conway 

A  Sub-District  meeting  was  held 
at  Plumerville  pn  October  1  at  7:30 
p.nq.  with  around  50  young  people 
attending.  Churches  represented 
were  Oppelo,  Perry  and  Perryville, 
Overcup,  Solgohachia  and  Plumer¬ 
ville. 

The  host  church  gave  a  program 
on  Missions. 

Kay  Pettingill,  president  of  Plum¬ 
erville  MYF,  welcomed  the  young 
people  and  led  in  prayer.  Larry 
Stobaugh  and  Mike  Willbanks  took 
the  offering.  Representatives  from 
different  jnission  stations  gave  a 
talk  on  topics  as  follows:  Mexico, 
Sandra  Bowling;  Philippines,  Suz¬ 
anne  Willbanks;  Borneo,  Kay  Duff- 
Okinawa,  Louella  Pettingill,  and 
Africa,  Arnett  Thomas. 

To  conclude  ,the  program  effec¬ 
tively  lights  were  turned  off  and 
two  young  people,  Sandra  Thomas 
and  Luida  Haynie,  came  down  and 
knelt  at  the  white  cross  while  “The 
Old  Rugged  Cross”  was  sung  by 
Glenn  Weston. 

After  a  business  session  a  recrea¬ 
tion  period  was  held  and  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served. 

n®xt  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Momlton  on  November  5  with 
Oppelo  as  host. — Reporter. 


The  Youth  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  re¬ 
ports  that  fine  work  is  being  done 
by  conference  and  district  directors 
°t  Youth  Work  in  encouraging 
participation  in  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  Fall  Action  Pro¬ 
ject. 

.rr?^  .  ^eme  of  the  project  is 
Drinking  and  Christian  Living.” 
Its  purpose  is  to  help  seniors  and 
older  youth  abstain  from  the  use 
of  beverage  alcohol. 

Here  are  some  suggestions  in  the 
way  of  preparation  for  the  Fall 
Action  Project,  that  will  be  found 

w!!ri5Ul  by  v  l0cal  church  school 
workers,  who  have  not  already 
made  use  of  them.  y 

Make  a  first-hand  study  of  the 
problem  in  your  own  commu- 
nity  This  will  create  interest 
on  the  part  of  those  who  parti¬ 
cipate  m  the  study. 

*  Have  the  group  make  fact 

church.  ^  diSPlay  in  the 

*  Invite  a  community  official 
s  such  as  a  state  police  officer, 

local  law  enforcement  \  officer 
judge,  doctor,  or  social  worker 
to  discuss  the  problem  before 
your  group. 

*  the  fieneral  plan  of  the 
■t  all  Action  Project  to  your  of¬ 
ficial  board. 

Make  a  panel  of  advertisements 
(alcohol)  and  display  it  in 
your  classroom  and  in  a  place 
where  all  the  members  of  your 
church  may  see  it. 

*  Plan  carefully  with  your  coun¬ 
selors  for  the  study  on  “Deci¬ 
sion:  (Alcohol),”  evening  ses¬ 
sions  for  seniors  and  older 
youth  in  October  Roundtable. 
Make  a  list  for  display  of  com¬ 
munity  agencies  available  to 
help  the  problem  drinker,  the 
alcoholic,  and  the  family  of  the 

*  alcoholic. 


.  What  Can  Youth 
Do  To  Insure  Good 
Government? 

1.  Educate  the  voters  in  a  com¬ 
munity.  Distribute  leaflets  or  go 
around  the  community,  equipped 
with  public  address  systems,  in¬ 
forming  the  people  about  the  issues 
at  stake.  Explain  proper  voting 
methods. 

2.  Get  the  people  to  the  polls  on 
election  day.  Drive  cars  to  pick  up 
voters  or  serve  as  a  baby  sitter. 

3.  Attend  meetings  of  your  local 
political  party  and  get  acquainted 
with  your  political  leaders. 

4.  Insist  that  your  party  nomi¬ 
nate  men  for  public  office  who'  are 
competent  and  honest. 

5.  Attend  some  of  the  meetings 
of  the  city  council  and  county 
commissioners. 

6.  Ask  your  local  newspaper  to 
devote  more  space  to  a  discussion 
of  local  problems. 

7.  Try  to  persuade  candidates  to 
discuss  with  the  people  problems 
facing  your  community. 

8.  Go  to  college.  Concentrate  on 
political  science.  Become  a  Chris¬ 
tian  politican. — From  “Well,  What 
About  It?”  by  H.  Donald  Winkler, 
in  Roundtable,  October  1956. 


METHODIST  STUDENT 
MOVEMENT  RETREAT 

The  annual  retreat  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Student,  Movement  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  was  held  at  the 
Methodist  Camp  at  Caney  Lake  on 
Friday  through  Sunday,  September 
28-30. 

Rev.  Hugh  Baker,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  was  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  for  the  three-day  event.  He  dis¬ 
cussed  the  general  topic,  “Do  You 
Believe  in  Words?”  in  a  series  of 
addresses  on  each  of  the  three  days. 

The  program  included  lectures, 
worship  periods  and  a  communion 
service  conducted  on  Sunday 
morning  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baker. 

The  Centenary  group  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Rev.  Jim  McLean, 
director  of  religious  life  on  the 
campus. 


The  Yojjthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

PERSONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 

If  you  can  imagine  what  might 
have  happened  in  our  nation  if 
Adolph  Hitler  and  his  forces  had 
been  victorious,  then  you  can  have 
some  idea  of  what  happened  a  long 
time  ago  in  Israel’s  northern  king¬ 
dom  when  Ahab  came  to  the  throne 
and  broughj;  with  him  as  queen,  his 
wife,  Jezebel.  For  she  brought  with 
her  the  pagan  worship  of  Baal  and 
imported  idols  and  priests  by  the 
hundred  from  her  native  city  of 
Tyre.  Ahab  let  her  go  ahead  be¬ 
cause  he  could  see  no  particular 
importance  to  matters  religious.  He 
was  occupied  with  political  matters 
of  state  and  military  defense.  So 
Baal  worship  spread  throughout 
the  nation  of  Jehovah  in  the  ninth 
century  B.  C.  And  out  of  this  crisis 
came  a  prophetic,  voice  which  be¬ 
longed  to  Elijah.  He  called  his  peo¬ 
ple  back  to  Jehd'vah,  but  many  of 
them  didn’t  want  to  come.  Jezebel 
swore  vengance  on  him  for  his  vic¬ 
tory  over  her  Baal  priests  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  rigged  up  contest  on  Mount 
Carmel.  So,  Elijah,  the  one  voice 
for  Jehovah  left  in  the  land  headed 
for  the  hills  and  parked  himself  in 
a  dark  corner  of  an  inaccessible 
cave  and  brooded  on  how  rough 
life  had  become.  i 

It  was  out  here  that  God  spoke 
to  Elijah  and  used  words  that 
every  youth  may  well  hear  even  in 
the  20th  century  A.  D.  “What  are 
you  doing  here,  Elijah?”.  God 
might  have  gone  on  to  remind  him 
of  his  responsibility  for  being  back 
on  the  firing  line  of  prophecy  there 
in  Samaria.  He  might  have  pointed 
out  that  Elijah  had  run  away  from 
his  responsibility  when  the  going 
got  rough.  But  he  just  put  it  all  up 
to  the  holed-up  cave-man  in  that 
one  sentence.  And  that’s  all  it  took 
to  do  the  trick! 

That  voice  of  God  did  riot  cease 
issuing  its-  summons  unto  men 
thirty  centuries  ago.  Of  course 
there  don’t  seem  to  be  quite  so 
many  caves  aropnd  today  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  people.  But  how  easy  it 
is  for  us  to  find  ways  of  seeking 
escape  from  God’s  call  to  our  own 
personal  responsbility  as  Christian 
youth!  We  can  get  real,  busy  with 
football.  Takes  a  lot  of  time  in 
scrimmage  and  skull  practice  and 
post-mortems  after  the  game.  '  So  . 
we  really  haven’t  time  to  listen  in 
on  the  Lord.  Beware  of  that  kind 
of  a  cave.  It  could  be  merely  an  ef- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 


Suggestions  For 
Promoting  Overseas 
Relief 

The  North  Carolina  Conference 
Methodist  Youth'  Fellowship  has 
resolved  to  have  a  greater  share  in 
helping  to  build  a  Christian  world. 

One  of  the  directions  this  resolve 
is  taking  is  through  promotion  of 
projects  sponsored  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  for  Overseas  Re¬ 
lief  and  Church  "World  Service. 

They  offer  six  suggestions  for 
*  this  promotion. 

1.  Publicize  the  purpose  and 
needs  of  the  two  organizations. 

2.  Have  a  “scavenger  hunt” — to 
collect  clothes  and  other  needed 
articles  for  overseas  relief. 

3.  Have  a  “packing  party”  —  to 

pack  boxes  of  materials  for  over¬ 
seas. 

4.  Set  up  in  the  church,  or  other 
convenient  center  a  booth  to  which 
people  may  bring .  articles. 

'  5.  Have  a  program  or  fellowship 
hour  when  an  article  of  clothing 
may  be  used  as  “admission.” 

6.  Sponsor  a  “sacrificial  meal” 
at  which  only  rice  and  water  are 
served,  but  for  which  is  paid  the 
price  of  a  full  meal.  The  whole 
church  could  be  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  project.  v 

The  following  forms  of  publicity 
could  be  used  effectively: 

Send  to  newspapers  and  church 
bulletins  clippings  from  Overseas 
Relief  materials.  ■/ 

Distribute  (in  schools,  in  stores, 
in  automobiles)  leaflets  and  flyers 
that  will  inform  the  public  of  What 
MCOR  and  CWS  are  and  what  they 
do. 

Sponsor  a  radio  program. 

The  address  of  the  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief  is 
150  Fifth  Avenue, .  New  York  11, 
New  York.  This  is  the  agency  used 
to  channel  financial  gifts  to  people 
overseas,  who  are  in  need.  The  ad¬ 
dress  of  Church  World  Service  is 
New  Windsor,  Maryland.  Church 
World  Service  is  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  agency  that  collects,  proces¬ 
ses  and  ships  materials  of  all  kinds 
to  areas  of  need  throughout  the 
world. 

MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Glint 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


■pQigHna  If  you  a  ns  th,  talented  author 
8*  Wi  Ig. ft*  I  of  an  unpublished  manuscript, 
let  us  help  gain  the  recognition 
Inside  Storv  ,<n  <*•**'*••  We  will  publish 
your  BOOK— we  will  edit,  design. 
On  print,  promote,  advertise  and 

Publishing  "H  Ml  ®ood  '®y°i'|e»- 

Your  Book  white  wee  copy  or 
how  to  publish  r out  book 

COMET  MESS  BOOKS,  Ospl.JRlO,  >00  Vorlck  St.,  II.  t.  14 


Excellent  Money  Reisers 
New  Crop  PECANS 
Peeee  halves  in  I  U>- 
cellopftano  hags,  $1.40  io 
quantities  of  2t  or  mere. 

S  Ike.  unshelled  Pecans 
In  colorful  Mexhtatt  basket 
$6  *pd.  Seed  gift  list— 
we’ll  do  the  rest.  Write 
for  folder  end  prlees. 
DEEP  SOUTH  PECAN  CO. 
Dept  R9.  Biloxi,  Miss. 


NOW'Sme  Uplo50% 

on  Nationally  Advertised  Gifts 

Use  this  big.  new  FREE  CATA¬ 
LOG  to  buy  all  kinds  bf  gift* 
and  merchandise  for  your*elf> 
family,  friends,  neighbors.  Ter¬ 
rific  saving  on  blg-name  items. 
Also,  make  money  spare  tiro® 
taking  orders  from  others! 

EVERGREEN  STUDIOS 

Dept.  92  BOX  846  CHICAGO  41,  Hi- 
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We  want  to  express  our  sincere  thanks 
to  the  groups  and  participants  listed  be¬ 
low  who  have  rendered  a  service  or  pre¬ 
sented  gifts  to  the  Home  during  the  month 
of  September,  1956. 

Vacation  Church  School,  Central  Methodist 
Church,  Fayetteville — Kaleidoscopes 
Rev.  M.  C.  PearCe,  Huttig,  Ark. — marbles 
sent  by  Mrs.  Jack  Evans — El  Dorado 
Winfield  Methodist  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
— glasses 

Fields  Florist — flowers 
Mrs.  Mark  Townsend,  Stuttgart — clothing 
I.  N.  Parrish,  Winslow — cards 
Friendly  S.  S.  Class,  Winfield  Methodist 
Church — birthday  gifts  for  September 
Mrs.  Henry  Anthony,  Alice  Sidney  Farms, 
Lake  Village— clothing 
Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administration 
Bldg.,  N.  Little  Rock — candy 
Pulaski  Heights  Methodist  Church,  Circle 
No.  4  (Mildred  Wright  Circle) — clothing 
and  glasses 

Gibson  Bible  Class,  Russellville  Methodist 
Church — clothing 

Mrs.  Roy  Prather,  First  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock— clothing 

CASH  GIFTS 

North  Arkansas  Conference  . $  67.76 

Asbury  Methodist  Church  .  200.00 

Marion  Methodist  Church  .  12.90 

The  Lexa  Tolefree  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Camden  .  10.00 

Friendship  Class,  Mena  First 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Men’s  Bible  Class,  Nashville 

Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

The  Ladies  Bible  Class, 

Siloam  Springs  Methodist  Church  5.00 
Torch  Bearers  Class, 

Dardanelle  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Jett  G.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Frost  Bible  Class,  Texarkana 

First  Methodist  Church  . .  10.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Service  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Cabot  Methqdist  Church  W.S.C.S .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Meth'odist  Church  5.00 

George  M.  Reynolds,  Morrilton  .  150.00 

Jane  B.  Bartlett  .  20.00 

Open  Door  Class,  El  Dorado 
First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 


Hknks  Wesley  Bible  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  .... 
Irene  Hunt  Class,  St.  Paul 

Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith  . 

The  Esthers  Class,  Siloam  Springs 

Methodist  Church  . 

The  Rebecca  S.  S.  Class,  Vantrease 
Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado  .... 

Anonymous  . 

Young  Adult  Class,, Rector 

First  Methodist  Church  . 

Willing  Workers  Class,  Central 

Methodist  Church,  Rogers  . 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Wood,  Jasper,  Texas  .... 

Little  Rock  Conference  . 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  . 

Fellowship  Class,  Henderson 

Methodist  Church  . 

Young  Adult  Class,  Washington 
Ave.  Meth.  Ch.,  North  Little  Rock 
Second  Mile  Class,  Jonesboro 

First  Methodist  Church  . 

Couples  Class,  First 

Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado  . 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Prairie  Grove  Methodist  Church  .... 
Builders  Class,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock  . 

Harmony  Class,  Little  Rock 

First  -Methodist  Church  . 

Almyra  Methodist  Church 
W  S  C  S 

The  Forum  Class,  Little  Rock 

First  Methodist  Church  . 

Men’s  Bible  Class, 

Dumas  Methodist  Church  . 

Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  Methodist/  Church  . 

Marion  Men’s  Class, 

Marion  Methodist  Church  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Rogers,  Little 

Rock  First  Methodist  Church  . 

Mrs.  Esther  Crain,  Springfield,  Ark. 
Wesley  Berean  S.  S.,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  . 

Rose  Couples  Class, 

Camden  First  Methodist  Church  .... 
Gleaners  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  Methodist  Church  . 

Wesley  Berean  S.  S.  Class,  / 

El  Dorado  Methodist  Church  . 

Truth  Seekers  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  .... 
Miss  Lennie  Webb,  Prairie  Grove  .... 
Miscellaneous  collections 
Memorials  for  September  . 


10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

25.00 

246.28 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

30.00 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

45.00 

30.00 

10.00 

50.00 

10.00 

4.00 

8.00 

20.00 

10.00 

20.00 

30.00 

15.00 

569.41 

359.00 


Total 


. $2,222.35 

— Connor  Morehead, 
Superintendent 


SO  HE’S  LEFT 
FOR  COLLEGE 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

his  Christian  faith  means  to  his 
own  life.  If  he  goes  through  a 
period  when  he  doesn’t  attend 
church  at  all,  maybe  it’s  d  healthy 
sign;  it  might  even  lead  him  to  a 
deeper  realization  of  his  need  for 
the  church  and  a  deeper  under- 
standing  of  what  Christianity 
means  to  him.  ( 

So  the  important  thing  for  you 
to  do  is  not  to  lose  faith  in-  your 
son  or  in  the  power  of  God  which 
is  constantly  at  work  in  him  even 
in  his  rebellion  against  God.  Have 
Patience  with  your  boy  during  his 
college  days.  Don’t  expect  things  to 
be  as  calm  and  untroubled  for  him 
as  they  were  for  .  you.  Let  him  fight 
°ut  his  battles  in  his  own  way. 
And  above  all,  let  him  know  that, 
oven  if  you  don’t  understand  him 
0r  approve  his  actions,  you  con¬ 
tinue  to  love  him  and  to  believe  in 
bim.  This  will  mean  more  to  him 
than  anything  else  as  he  makes 
his  way  through  the  doubts  and 
beliefs  of  college  days. 

.  And  never  forget  that  the  church 
is  there  at  college  to  help  your  boy 
!n  these  turbulent  years.  Sometimes 
it  is  able  to  do  a  great  deal  with 
him,  and  sometimes  it  can  do  very 
httle.  But  it’s  there,  and  when  he 
needs  it  he  can  turn  to  it  and  find 
a  reminder  that  God  is  with  him 
guiding  him  through  all  the  exper- 
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iences  of  growing  up  that  come 
with  college  life. 


5,000  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

-  George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept  0,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago.  5,  til. 


Baptist  Leader 
Warns  Of  Threats 
To  Christianity 

Miami,  Fla. — (RNS)  —  Dr.  Theo¬ 
dore  F.  Adams  of  Richmond,  Va., 
president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alli¬ 
ance,  warned  here  that  Christianity 
faces  an  increasing  threat  from 
Buddhism  and  Mohammedanism  as 
well  as  from  “Creeping,  insidious 
materialism”. 

He  addressed  nearly  2,000  persons 
attending  the  fourth  annual  Festival 
of  Faith,  sponsored  by  the  Greater 
Miami  Council  of  Churches. 

“If  we  win  in  the  war  of  ideas,  it 

THE  YOUTHFUL  ACCENT 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
fort  to  escape  what  you  know  you 
should  be  doing  for  the  Lord!  Or 
we  can  throw  ourselyes  into  our 
book-work  with  abandon.  Home 
work  gets  pretty  heavy.  But  is  it 
ever  heavier  than  it  is  on  Sunday 
night  along  about  time  for  MYF? 
Where  were  we  the  rest  of  the 
week-end?  No  homework  ever 
takes  all  the  waking  hours  of  a 
week-end,  does  it? 

Now  homework  and  football  are 
important.  But  I  am  suggesting 
that  they  may  be  used  as  a  means  of 
trying  to  get  away  from  personal 
responsibility  in  the  church.  There 
are  many  other  worthy  items  in  the 
budget  of  the  teen-ager,  but  if  they 
are  lifted  up  to  a  higher  level  than 
they  deserve,  they  can  become  bar¬ 
riers  to  our  spiritual  growth. 

The  Church  is  up  against  some 
pretty  rough  opposition  in  the 
modern  world.  It  will  take  all  the 
God-empowered  available  to  get 
the  job  done.  There’s  a  task  for 
you.  Get  out  of  your  cave,  get  out 
arid  see  the  task,  look  up  and  find 
God  nearby,  and  link  up  your  life 
and  strength  with  Him. 


will  be  by  love,  sacrifice  and  de¬ 
votion  to  Christian  principles,”  Dr. 
Adams  said. 

The  Baptist  leader  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  world  tour.  He  said 
he  saw  setbacks  to  Christianity  and 
religious  freedom  during  his  trip. 

Dr.  Adams  pointed  out  there  is  a 
difference  between  freedom  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  freedom  for  worship.  In 
Russia,  the  public  can  worship  in  a 
limited  number  of  churches  but  has 
no  freedom  of  religion,  he'  said. 

Not  only  are  Communists  mission¬ 
aries,  he  said,  but  Mohammedanism 
is  aroused  and  “an  awakened  Bud¬ 
dhism  is  trying  to  win  converts  even 
among  Christians.” 

“We  live  in  a  mixed-up  world, 
but  Christ  is  the  answer  to  all  prob¬ 
lems,”  Dr.  Adams  said.  “The  Cross 
can  bring  freedom’s  holy  light  to  all 
mankind.” 
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LESSON  FOR  OCTOBER  28,  1956 

THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 

READ  THE  23RD  PSALM. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd 
I  shall  not  want.  (Psalms  23:1) 


Our  lesson  this  week  has  the 
opening  clause  of  the  lesson  text 
as  its  subject:  “The  Lord  is  My 
Shepherd.”  All  Bible  students 
would  feel  that  it  is  altogether 
proper  to  include  the  23rd  psalm 
among  the  “Great  Passages  of  the 
Bible,”  the  general  subject  for  Unit 
IX,  which  includes  the  last  thirteen 
lessons  for  this  calendar  year. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that 
more  people  can  recite  the  23rd 
psalm  from-memory  than  any  other 
passage  of  Scripture  of  equal 
length.  The  rhythm,  the  imagery 
and  its  words  of  inspiration  make 
it  easy  to  memorize  and,  because  it 
fits  so  helpfully  into  so  many  of 
the  experiences  of  life  one  seldom 
ever  forgets  it,  once  he  has  com¬ 
mitted  it  to  memory.  It  is  common¬ 
ly  believed  that  David,  who  in  ear¬ 
ly  lif«  was  a  shepherd,  was  the 
writer  of  this  psalm. 

Other  passages  of  Scripture  like 
John  3:16  and  the  opening  verses 
of  the  14th  chapter  of  the  Gospel 
of  John  are  loved  throughout 
Christendom.  Nevertheless,  psalm 
23  has  likely  brought  comfort  and 
strength,  in  trying  times  of  life,  to 
more  people  under  more,  different 
circumstances  than  any  other  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  Bible.  Like  all  of  the 
most  loved  passages  of  the  Bible, 
the  23rd  psalm  is  written  in  a  di¬ 
rect,  clear,  plain  language  which 
is  so  simple  that  a  child  can  under¬ 
stand  its  message.  This  is  evident 
in  the  very  character  of  words  of 
this  gem  of  Psalms.  In  the  23rd 
psalm  there  are  118  words.  Ninty- 
three  of  these  words,  or  almost 
80%,  are  words  of  one  syllable. 

The  Lord  as  a  Shepherd 

In  the  Bible  there  are  numerous 
references  to  the  Lord  as  a  Shep¬ 
herd.  In  Isaiah  40:11  the  writer 
says,  “He  shall  feed  his  flock  like 
a  shepherd.”  Jeremiah,  in  31:10 
says,  “He  that  scattered  Israel  will 
gather  him  and  keep  him  as  a 
shepherd  doth  his  flock.”  In  Ezekiel 
we  have  the  following  words,  “As 
a  shepherd  seeketh  after  his  flock 
...  so  will  I  seek  after  my  sheep.” 
We  are  all  quite  familiar  with  the 
words  in  John  10:11  where  Jesus 
says,  “I  am  the  good  shepherd.” 
Thinking  of  God  as  a  shepherd  was 
very  meaningful  to  the  Israelites 
since  they  knew  so  well  the  rela¬ 
tionship  which  existed  between  the 
shepherd  and  his  flock. 

The  Nature  of  Sheep 

If  God  is  like  a  shepherd,  we  will 
know  better  something  of  the  good¬ 
ness,  mercy,  patience  and  love  of 
God  if  we  think,  for  a  monjent,  of 
the  nature  of  a  sheep.  There  are 
those  who  call  this  psalm  a  great 
confession,  meaning  that  the  psalm¬ 
ist,  who  knew  so  well  the  nature 
of  a  sheep  was  “confessing”  the 
weakness  of  humanity  when  he 
likened  man  to  a  sheep  with  the 
Lord  as  his  shepherd.  Mbst  of  us 
do  not  know  much  about  sheep. 


When  the  word  sheep  is  spoken, 
for  many  of  us  there  comes  to 
mind  beautiful  pictures  of  lambs  at 
play.  We  think  of  the  sheep  we  see 
at  the  stock  show  so  well  fed'  and 
well  groomed,  whose  fleece  has 
been  repeatedly  washed  and  looks 
so  soft  and  white. 

The  writer  of  this  psalm  knew 
quite  well  that  sheep,  in  their  natu¬ 
ral  habitat,  are  not  like  prize-win¬ 
ning  sheep  at  a  stock  show.  Just 
plain  sheep  have  characteristics 
that  are  not  so  attractive.  The  sheep 
does  not  seem  to  have  much  initia¬ 
tive  of  its  own.  It  follows  a  leader 
without  much  question  of  the  des¬ 
tination.  The  time  worn  custom  of 
“counting  sheep  jumping  a  fence,” 
in  an  effort  to  go  to  sleep,  is  based 
on  the  fact  that,  if  one  sheep  jumps 
a  fence,  all  will  jump  it  unless 
something  prevents  them. 

A  sheep  in  its  natural  surround¬ 
ings  is  not  clean  and  attractive,  as 
^  the  story  book  pictures  it,  and  it 
has  no  way  to  make  itself  clean. 
Only  a  sheep  that  has  had  the  care 
of  a  good  shepherd  as  it  goes  too 
and  from  ,the  pasture  has  clean 
wool  or  one  that  has  been  washed 
by  its  shepherd. 

A  sheep  left  alone  is  helpless  in 
the  face  of  an  attact  by  its  enemy. 
It  does  not  fight  back  and  has  little 
in  its  nature  that  would  cause  it 
to  fight  back  even  if  it  had  natural 
weapons  with  which  to  defend  it¬ 
self.  As  it  is,  dogs,  wolves  almost 
ariy  enemy  of  a  sheep  can  destroy 
it. 

If  man  is  like  a  sheep,  in  that  he 
can  be  easily  misled,  if  he  has  in 
him  the  “prone  to  wander,  Lord 
I  feel  it”  which  causes  life  to  be 
marred  and  scarred  by  the  dirt  of 
sin,  if,  without  divine  aid,  he  is 
helpless  in  his  moral  struggle  with 
sin,  we  see  how  much  he  needs  a 
divine  Shepherd  to  protect,  lead 
and  save  him.  Life  in  David’s  day 
was  comparatively  simple.  If  he 
needed  the  Lord  as  a  Shepherd, 
how  much  more  do  we  need  Him 
in  the  compile  confusion  of  „  today. 

The  Nature  of  the  Shepherd 

In  Palestine  a  true  shepherd  was 
one  whose  primary  interest  was  the 
welfare  of  his  sheep.  He  led  them 
where  they  might  find  food,  water 
and  rest,  and  defended  them 
against  their  enemies  with  his  life, 
if  necessary.  He  stood  between 
them  and  any  threatened  danger. 

As  man  is  more  valuable  than  a 
sheep,  even  so  our  Lord,  as  Shep¬ 
herd,  trahscends  by  infinity  the 
finest  qualities  that  could  be  as¬ 
cribed  to  a  shepherd  of  sheep.  In 
the  face  of  our  tendency  to  stray 
away  like  sheep,  we  are  told  that 
“His  mercy  endureth  forever.”  In 
the  face  of  our  tendency  to  sin,  our 
Shepherd  ever  has  a  forgiving 
spirit  like  that  which  prompted 
Christ,  amid  the  agonies  of  the 
cross,  to  pray  for  his  enemies.  This 
Spirit  also  prompted  the  inspired 


writer  to  write,  “If  we  confess  our 
sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  for¬ 
give  us  our  sins  and  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness.”  In  spite 
of  our  unlovableness  we  are  told 
that  His  “love  passeth  knowledge.” 
His  love  is  beyond  the  power  of 
man  to  comprehend.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  our  Shepherd.  Such  is 
the  nature  of  the  Shepherd  the 
psalmist  had  in  mind  when  he 
wrote  this  beautiful,  Jewish  poem. 

Green  Pastures  Not  Necessarily 
Pleasant  Places 

When  we  read  of  the  “still  wa¬ 
ters  and  “green  pastures”  to  which 
the  shepherd  leads  his  sheep,  we 
should  not  be  misled  into  thinking 
that  this  is  the  whole  picture  of 
Christian  living.  While  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  does  hold  for  the  sincere 
Christian  the  largest  possible  life 
this  side  of  the  gates  of  gold,  it 
often,  as  in  this  psalm,  means  deep 
shadows  and  dark  valleys  and  dan¬ 
gerous  enemies, 

Nowhere,  either  in  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  or  the  New  Testament  does 
the  Christian  have  assurance  that 
he  is  to  “be  carried  vto  the  skies  on 
flowery  beds  of  ease.”  Rather  he 
sings,  “Sure  I  must  fight,  if  I  would 
win,  increase  my  courage  Lord.” 
It  may  develop  that  the  white 
linens  of  a  hospital  bed  are, 
after  all,  “green  pastures”  so  far 
as  a  closer  relationship  with 
God  is  concerned.  For  many  the 
weight  of-  sorrow,  the  sadness  and 
loneliness  of  separation,  or  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  some  great  personal 
trial  have  awakened  a  sense  of  the 
need  for  the  great  Shepherd  after 
other  more  pleasant  experiences 
have  failed.  It  was  after  the  tower¬ 
ing  temptations  on  the  mount  that 
angels  came  to  minister  to  Christ. 
After  all,  any  experience  of  life 
that  brings  us  closer  to  God  and 
more  in  accord  with  God’s  will  is 
a  journey  through  “green  pas¬ 
tures.”  'Is- 

The  Shepherd  Becomes  A  Divine 
Host 

Beginning  with  verse  five  of  our 
lesson  text  the  figure  of  speech 
changes.  The  Shepherd  became  a 
divine  Host.  Nevertheless,  wheth¬ 
er  as  a  Shepherd  or  a  divine 
Host,  the  writer  pictures  fhe  Lord 
as  having  the  same  tender,  loving 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  man. 

In  this  picture  the  psalmist  is 
hard-pressed  by  his  enemies  and 
defenseless,  so  far  as  the  record 
goes.  Here  the  divine  Host,  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  psalmist’s  enemies 
and  with  apparent  contempt  for 
their  powers,  spreads  a  banquet 
table  and  invites  David  to  eat 
leisurely  on  the  feast  spread  before 
him.  As  often  happened  in  oriental 
homes,  the  divine  Host  anoints  the 
guests  head  with  oil  in  the  presence 
of  his  enemies  as  an  indication  to 
his  enemies  that  the  guest  was 
under  the  protecting  ^are  of  the 
Host.  Furthermore  the  feast  was 
evidence  of  the  generosity  of  the 
Host.  The  guest’s  cup  is  filled  to 
overflowing  as  evidence  that  he  is 
a  welcome  guest  and  also  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  generosity  of  the  Host. 
We  Need  a  Shepherd  and  Guide 

Anyone  who  Las  lived  very  long, 
or  tried  very  hard  to  live  life  at  its 
best,  knows  that  we  need  a  guide 
and  something  of  the  tender, 
watchful  care  of  a  divine  Shepherd 
which  a  true  shepherd  of  sheep 
gives  to  his  flock.  Such  a  shepherd 
does  not  drive  his  sheep.  The  fact 
is,  because  of  their  readiness  to  go 
off  into  almost  any  direction,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  drive  sheep. 
They  readily  follow  a  leader.  Man, 
made  in  the  image  of  God,  is  more 
difficult  to  drive  than  sheep.  God, 


knowing  the  nature  of  man,  be¬ 
cause  He  created  him,  does  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  drive  or  force  man  into 
a  given  course  of  conduct.  Jesus 
said  “follow  me  and  I  will  make 
you  to  become.”  So  God’s  revela¬ 
tion  of  divine  truth  has  ever  stood 
like  a  beckoning  light  before  us 
inviting  us  on.  God  does  not  com¬ 
pel  us,  but,  as  Paul  declares,  “The 
love  of  Christ  constrains  us.” 

We  need  a  protector  in  the  midst 
of  the  spiritual  conflicts  of  life. 
David  tells  us  that,  as  a  shepherd 
lad,  he  killed  both  a  bear  and  a 
lion  in  the  defense  of  his  flock.  We 
need  some  power  to  stand  between 
us  and  the  spiritual  dangers  that 
threaten  us  every  day.  No  man  is 
self-sufficient;  no  man  has  suffici¬ 
ent  wisdom  to  enable  him  to  al¬ 
ways  choose  the  proper  course  or 
even  to  follow  such  a  course  when 
choserv 

Rewards,  Here  and  Hereafter 

In  the  last  verse  of  the  lesson 
text  the  relation  of  the  psalmist 
and  his  Host  seems  to  change 
again.  (1)  In  the  opening  of  the 
lesson  God  is  a  Shepherd  and  the 
psalmist  is  one  of  His  sheep.  (2) 
Next  God  is  a  divine  Host  and  the 
psalmist  is  His  guest.  (3)  Ndxt  the 
divine  Host  adopts  the  guest  as  a 
permanent  member  of  his  house¬ 
hold  and  he  is  made  to  feel  that 
he  will  be  surrounded  by  “good¬ 
ness  and  mercy”  all  the  days  of 
his  life  here  and  that  he  will  be 
permitted  to  dwell  “in  the  house 
of  the  Lord  forever.” 

Let  us  ever  remember  that  being 
surrounded  by  “goodness  and 
mercy”  is  no  guarantee  that  we 
are  to  be  shielded  from  many  of 
the  hurts,  disappointments  and 
trials  of  life.  It  does  mean,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  Christian  may  al¬ 
ways  be  blessed,  if  he  will  have 
it,  with  the  consciousness  that  God 
is  good  and  merciful  and  that  “His 
grace  is  sufficient”  in  all  experi¬ 
ences  of  life. 

A  Psalm  for  Everyday  Life 

This  psalm  is  widely  known  and 
universally  loves  because  it  seems 
to  have  the  answer  to  so  many 
problems  and  situations  of  every¬ 
day  life.  This  short  psalm  tells  us 
so  many  ways  in  which  God  min¬ 
isters  to  his  children:  (1)  He  makes, 
(2/  He  leads,  (3)  He  restores,  (4) 
He  guides,  (5)  He  is  our  companion, 
(6)  He  is  our  comforter,  (7)  He  sat¬ 
isfies  our  hunger,  (8)  He  anoints 
our  head  with  oil.  (9)  He  assures  us 
of  an  etefnal  abiding  place. 

SO  many  of  life’s  contrasting  ex¬ 
periences  are  pictured  in  the  few 
verses  of  this  brief  psalm.  Here 
man  finds  himself  in  the  compan¬ 
ionship  of  the  Lord,  walking  in 
the  quiet  of  open  fields  and  also 
in  the  pressure  of  a  banquet  hall. 
One  moment  he  rests  beside  “still 
waters”  and  then  he  finds  himself 
on  the  fields  of  conflict  with  ene¬ 
mies  pressing  in  upon  him.  Here 
man  lives  in  the  calm  serenity  of 
a  healthful  existence  and  then  finds 
himpelf  walking  “through  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  shadow  of  death.”  Side 
by  side  is  pictured  the  peace  faith 
brings,  together  with  the  insecur¬ 
ity  born  of  danger  and  shadows  of 
death.  There  are  blessings  abun¬ 
dant  now  and  the  promise  that 
they  are  to  continue  forever. 

Every  member  of  a  Sunday 
School  class,  old  enough  to  memo¬ 
rize,  should  memorize  the  23rd 
psalm.  It  has  a  message  for  all  age 
groups;  it  has  a  message  for  prac¬ 
tically  every  situation  of  life.  It 
holds  a  message  that  will  never 
grow  old.  It  tells  in  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  form  ever  written  the  story 
of  God’s  love  and  providential  care 
which  is  about  all  of  His  children. 
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AREA  REPRESENTED  AT  NAT  L  RADIO-TV  WORKSHOP 


By  Methodist  Information 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport,  Rev. 
William  O.  Bryd,  Pine  Bluff,  and 
Rev.  William  P.  Connell,  Clinton, 
(Ark.)  were  among  the  118  Meth¬ 
odist  regional  representatives  who 
met  October  9-11  at  the  Sheraton 
Gibson  Hotel,  Cincinnati,  to  find 
ansv/ers  to  the  question,  “How  can 
The  Methodist  Church  make  re¬ 
ligious  television  and  radio  more 
effective?  It  was  the  first  national 
workshop-consultation  meeting  for 
the  chairmen  of  annual  conference 
television,  radio  and  film  commis¬ 
sions.  Dr.  Taylor,  Rev.  Mr.  Byrd  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Connell  are  chairmen,  re¬ 
spectively,  of  the  Louisiana,  Little 
Rock,  and  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  Radio  and  Film  Commissions. 

Three  of  the  principal  speakers 
offered  answers  to  the  question. 

Dr.  S.  Franklin  Mack,  New  York 
City,  suggested  that  “retail  outlets” 
would  help.  He  is  executive  director 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Broadcasting  and  Film  Commission. 

Bishop  Donald:  Harvey  Tippett, 
San  Francisco,  said  the  church  must 
learn  to  speak  to  people  in  language 
they  can  understand.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  both  the  Methodist  Tele¬ 
vision,  Radio  and  Film  Commission 
and  the  Broadcasting  and  Film 
Commission  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin,  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  suggested  that  religious 
television  and  radio  could  be  made 
more  effective  if  in  each  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  approximately  40,000  local 
churches  there  were  a  television, 
radio  and  film  commission.  Such 
commissions  would  be  concerned 
with  both  education  and  promotion. 
Bishop  Franklin  is  vice  president 
of  TRAFCO  (the  abbreviated  name 
of  the  Methodist  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Commission). 

TRAFCO  sponsored  the  workshop- 
consultation  meeting.  In  addition  to 
the  conference  chairmen,  it  was  at¬ 
tended  by  area  and  conference 
public  relations  directors. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer, 
Nashville,  listed  several  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  meeting.  He  is  general 
secretary jof  TRAFCO. 

Among  the  accomplishments  listed 
were: 

1.  Regional  leaders  who  had  had 
no  previous  contact  with  the 
church’s  work  in  the  field  gained 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  it. 

1.  Step-by-step  procedures  for 
implementing  the  church’s  radio  and 
television  work  were  outlined. 

3.  The  national  commission  staff 
received  from  the  “grass  roots.” 

4.  It  was  determined  in  a  general 
way  what  the  relationship  of  the 
new  conference  commissions  should 
be  to  other  conference  agencies. 

5.  Those  attending,  most  of  them 
ministers,  received  actual  training 
in  radio,  television,  and  audio-visual 
work. 


Laymen  In 
Retreat 


Bossier  City  First  Church/  Formally  Opens  Children's  Building 


Seventy-six  laymen  of  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District  attended  the  first  an¬ 
nual  layman’s  retreat  for  Methodist 
Men  at  Camp  Chemin-A-Haut,  near 
Bastrop,  on  the  week-end  of  Sep¬ 
tember  29  and  30.  The  program  was 
promoted  by  the  Monroe  District 
Board  of  Lay  Activities,  led  by  the 
District  Layleader,  Norman  Rush¬ 
ing. 

The  program  began  on  Saturday 
evening  with  a  song  service  directed 
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Open  House  was  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  October 
7,  from  3:00  to  5:30  p.m.  for  the  new  $126,000  Children’s 
Building  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City, 
Rev.  Alfred  M.  Brown,  Pastor. 

. This  building  represents  the  second  step  of  a  four 

point  expansion  program  planned  for  a  period  of  12 
years.  The  new  two-story  masonry,  brick  veneered, 
building  contains  11,000  sq.  ft.  and  houses  at  the  present 
the  Youth  Division  of  the  church.  It  eventually  will  be 


used  for  the  Children’s  Division  and  will  accommodate 
300  children.  The  building  has  20  classrooms,  two  church 
nursery  rooms,  a  parlor,  and  kitchenette.  The  parlor 
was  furnished  by  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  as  a  memorial 
to  a  former  teacher,  Ted  O.  Rusheon,  and  is  for  the  use 
of  any  organization  in  the  church. 

W.  T.  Waller  served  as  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee;  Randel  Kirkland  is  the  church  school  super¬ 
intendent  and  Whit  T.  White  is  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education. 


by  Kenneth  Adams  of  the  First 
Church,  West  Monroe.  A  devotional 
was  then  held  by  William  Baker, 
Winnsboro  businessman.  The  Mon¬ 
roe  District  Lay  Leader,  Norman 
Rushing,  announced  the  plans  and 
purposes  of  the  meeting,  pointing 
out  some  of  the  things  laymen  could 
do  to  help  their  church:  making 
Methodist  Men’s  Clubs  more  active; 
filling  pulpits  at  various  churches, 
especially  on  Laymen’s  Day;  help¬ 
ing  to  get  inactive  church  members 
back  into  action;  helping  new 
church  members  with  their  prob¬ 
lems;  attending  all  church  dtneet- 
ings;  and,  above  all,  being  £  daily 
personal  witness  for  Christ. 

Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  District 


Left  to  right:  Rev.  William  Byrd,  chairman  of  Little  Rock  Conference  Television, 
Radio  and  Film  Commission;  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
commission;  and  Rev.  William  P.  Connell,  chairman  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Commission.  Dr.  Taylor  presided  at  the  Thursday  morning  General  Session  of  the  recent 
National  Meeting  of  Radio  and  Television  Leaders  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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Superintendent  for  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  gave  a  report  on  the  9th  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  held  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina,  in  early  September 
and  attended  by  2500  persons  from 
46  nations. 

The  main  speaker  for  the  retreat 
was  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis,  president  of 


Hendrix  College,  Arkansas,  Dr.  Ellis 
spoke  at  Saturday  night’s  service 
and  for  the  Sunday  morning  service, 
delivering  two  inspirational  talks 
to  the  laymen. 

Robert  P.  Lay,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader,  spoke  Saturday 
night  on  the  quadrennial  program 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


UCW  SEEK 
AID  FOR 
REFUGEES 

New  York,  (N:C.)  —  U.S.  church 
women  have  been  urged  to  take  all 
possible  action  in  arranging  for 
homes  and  jobs  required  to  allow 
upwards  of  1,000  refugees  to  enter 
the  U.S.  before  the  expiration  next 
Dec.  31  of  the  Refugee  Relief  Act. 

In  a  unanimous  action  the  execu¬ 
tive  board  of  United  Church  Wo¬ 
men  meeting  recently  in  New  York, 
called  upon  its  state  and  local  coun¬ 
cils  to  provide  immediate  assist¬ 
ance,  for  the  group,  all  of  whom 
have  all  other  clearances  required 
and  need  only  guarantees  of  hous¬ 
ing  and  economic  security  before 
entry  is  permitted. 

A  representative  of  Church  World 
Service,  cooperative  church  refugee 
aid  agency,  said  the  aid  required 
is  in  addition  to  that  already 
pledged  by  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions.  The  agency  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  bringing  to  this  country 
a  total  of  14,009  refugees  since  en¬ 
actment  of  the  Law  in  1953. 

In  another  action  the  50-member 
policy-making  group  voted  to  set 
up  a  special  committee  to  study 
the  problem  of  “the  increasing 
number”  of  liquor  advertisements 
on  radio  and  TV  shows  during 
times  when  children  are  the  pri¬ 
mary  audience. 


•i  ■  .  .  \ 

Spiritual,  Human,  Completely  Committed 

James  Mims 


D 


R.  James  Mims  Work¬ 
man  is  the  embodi¬ 
ment  of  the  meaning 
of  the  Scripture,  “Let 
your  light  so  shine,  before 
men  that  they  may.  see  your 
good  works  and  glorify 
your  Father,  which 


is  m 


James  Mims  Workman 

Heaven.”  (Matt.  5:16) 

He  personifies  the  meaning  of  the  Scriptural  in¬ 
junction  of  the  true  “Laying  up  of  treasure.”  His  in¬ 
vestment  is  in  his  family,  his  friends  and  especially 
in  the  youth  of  his  generation.  No  family  is  more 
richly  endowed  with  a  lineage  of  ministry,  missionary, 
deaconness  and  Christian  workers  than  his.  He  pos¬ 
sessed  a  pastor’s  heart.  With  him  it  was  My  Christ,  My 
Church,  My  People. 

Dr.  Wbrkman’s  life  touched  mine  when  I  was  a 
boy  of  17,  at  a  service  in  which  I  had  declared  a  call 
to  the  Christian  ministry.  God  must  have  put  him 
there,  for  he  arose  and  said  “I  want  to  see  the  young 
man.  If  God  has  called  him  to  preach,  I’ll  help  see 
that  he  gets  an  education.”  I  entered  Henderson-Brown 
College  one  month  following. 

In  my  thinking,  I  never  am  able  to  separate  Dr. 
James  Mims  and  Elizabeth  Thornburgh  Workman. 
Theirs  is  a  ministry  to  Arkansas  and  Arkansas  Meth¬ 
odism  that  is  un^ualed  by  any  persons  of  any  genera¬ 
tion  since  the  beginning  of  Methodism  in  Arkansas. 
Moreover,  their  ministry  is  not  confined  to  this  state 
alone.  Capital  investments,  scientific  inventions  nor 
mining  discoveries  have  equaled  theirs.  They  invested 
in  the  men  and  women  of  tomorrow.  They  invented 
new  faith  in  people  and  discovered  power  in  men 
that  these  men  did  not  know  they  had.  When  I  came 
to  Henderson  College,  it  was  called  a  “College  with 
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a  heart  in  it.”  I  found  that  it  was  the  spirit  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Workman  that  #inspired  this  slogan,  because 
they  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Methodism  in  Arkansas  to 
me.  When  Methodism  voted  to  unite  the  Methodist 
colleges  in  Arkansas,  this  heart  came  to  Hendrix.  Our 
Methodist  heritage  in  Arkansas  is  rich  indeed  because 
of  these  two  grand  people  of  God. 

He  had  the  “human  touch.”  He  could  find  put 
where  you  were  living  and  get  next  to  you.  You  were 
quite  willing  to  tell  him  all  about  yourself,  knowing 
that  you  would  not  receive  a  reprimand,  but  gain  a 
friend  in  working  out  your  problem.  He  pointed  out 
one’s ,  error  all  right,  and  charged  one  to  “Sin  no 
more,  but  it  was  done  in  the  spirit  of  one  who  seemed 
to  be  saying:  “I  believe  in  you.” 

He  had  a  “homespun  philosophy:”  In  conference 
with  me  one  day,  he  gave  this  advice  about  sermon¬ 
making:  “Otto,  you  recall  that  old  black  washpot  in 
your  mother’s  back  yard?  It  has  three  legs  and 
wherever  you  $et  it  up,  on  level  or  unlevel  ground, 
it  will  stand  firm?  Yes!  Well,  now  a  sermon  is  like 
that.  Three  points  stand  ;up  better  every  time  under 
all  circumstances,  whereas  four  points — they  will  tilt 
a  little.” 

He  was  spiritual.  His  was  the  Gospel  of  “Good 
cheer.”  Though  I  know  he  had  his  cloudy  days,  the 
sun  would  always  shine  through.  His  was  a  hearty 
greeting,  with  a  quality  of  genuine  pleasure  in  seeing 
you.  It  cheered  one’s  heart. 

He  never  talked  to  the  Lord  as  though  He  were 
“afar  off,”  but  as  he  would  talk  to  ^ou  or  me.  There 
was  no  necessity  of  getting  in  the  attitude  or  mood, 
for  with  him,  the  Lord  was  as  “close  as  hands  and 
feet;  as  near  as  breathing.” 

One  of  God’s  great  noblemen  has  walked  among 
us. 

Otto  W.  Teague 


New  Publications  In  Initial  Issues 


Leland  Case,  editor  of  Methodism’s  new  family  magazine  TOGETHER  and  Dr.  T. 
Otto  Nall,  editdr  of  THE  NEW  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE,  for  the  ministry  and  church 
leaders,  review  first  issue  copies  of  the  magazines.  TOGETHER  came  off  the  press 
October  15,  for  a  700,000  distribution.  THE  NEW  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  was  published 
October  1  for  an  initial  distribution  of  50,000. 


By  Methodist  Information 

Chicago,  Ill.  —  First  issues  of 
The  Methodist  Church’s  two  new 
church  papers,  Together  and  The 
New  Christian  Advocate,  are  off 
the  press:  The  New  Christian  Ad- 
ocate  on  Oct.  1,  Together  on  Oct. 
15.  Initial  distribution  of  the  two 
papers  will  total  approximately 
750,000  copies,  almost  three  times 
the  cirulation  of  the  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  and  The  Pastor,  which  have 
now  ceased  publication. 

The  two  new  magazines  carry  on 
jointly  the  tradition  of  the  130- 
year-old  Christian  Advocate.  To¬ 
gether,  an  88-page  monthly  publi¬ 
cation  incorporating  extensive  use 
of  color  and  photographic  illustra¬ 
tion,  is  designed  for  the  Methodist 
family  and  will  carry  human  in¬ 
terest  features  as  well  as  general 
news  coverage  of  the  Methodist 
scene.  The  New  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  a  130-page  digest  size  maga¬ 
zines,  will  also  be  published 
monthly  with  appeal  to  the  minis¬ 
try  and  lay  leadership  of  the 
church.  Departmentalizing  the 
treatment  of  minister’s  interests 
and  local  church  affairs,  it  contin¬ 
ues  the  service  of  the  19-year-old 
publcation,  The  Pastor. 

The  editor  of  Together  is  Leland 
D.  Case.  He  is  the  son  of  a  Metho¬ 
dist  minister  and  for  20  years  was 
editor  of  The  Rotarian.  Dr.  T.  Otto 
Nall,  former  editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate,  is  editor  of  The  New 
Christian  Advocate.  Managing  edi¬ 
tor  of  Together  is  Charles  W.  Key- 
sor,  who  for  several  years  was 
managing  editor  of  The  Kiwanis 
Magazine.  Newman  S.  Cryer,  form¬ 
erly  editor  of  The  Pastor,  is  man¬ 
aging  editor  of  The  New  Christian 
Advocate. 


Together  and  The  New  Christian 
Advocate  were  approved  by  the 
General  Conference  of  1956.  They 
are  the  publishing  responsibility  of 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  are  published  in  Chicago. 

Approximately  700,000  copies  of 
Together  will  be  circulated.  The 
goal  for  the  first  year  of  publication 
is  a  million  subsribers.  Fifty  thou¬ 
sand  copies  of  The  New  Christian 
Adocate  will  be  circulated  in  its  is¬ 
sue. 

The  new  magazines  have  been 
hailed  by  church  leaders  as  the 


answers  to  the  church’s  need  for 
a  vital  publishing  program  to  take 
religion  into  the  home,  as  well  as 
to  carry  on  the  responsibilities  of 
serving  the  ministry  and  the  lay 
leadership  with  thought-  provok¬ 
ing  articles  for  the  program  of  the 
local  church. 

Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy,  one 
spokesman  for  the  new  magazines, 
has  said:  “We  believe  that  Together 
will  go  into  the  Methodist  homes  of 
this  nation  and  recapture  dreams 
which  may  have  been  lost,  bring 
( Continued  on  page  3 ) 


Search  On  For 
Miss  Methodist 
Nurse 

Chicago,  (M.I.)  —  A  contest  to 
choose,t  “Miss  Methodist  Student 
Nurse’^ljhas  been  announced  by  the 
National  Association  of  Methodist 
Hospitals  and  Homes  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes. 
Deadline  for  entries  is  Jan.  15,  1957. 
'  The  purpose  of  the  contest  is  to 
select  a  student  in  a  Methodist  hos¬ 
pital  school  of  nursing  who  will  be 
representative  of  the  caliber  of 
young  person  who  follows  a  Chris¬ 
tian  vocation  in  a  church-related 
institution. 

In  addition  to  being  attractive 
and  having  a  pleasing  personality, 
the  person  chosen  to  enter  the  con¬ 
test  must  be  a  senior,  in  the  upper 
third  of  her  class  scholastically,  of 
high  moral  character,  and  must  dis¬ 
play  a  professional  interest  in  nurs¬ 
ing. 

The  contestant  will  submit  a 
description  of  herself  in  100  words 
or  less,  a  statement  on  “Why  I 
Chose  the  Nursing  Profession”  in 
200  words  or  less,  and  four  pictures: 
full  length  in  a  favorite  dress,  full 
length  in  nurse’s  uniform,  a  por¬ 
trait,  and  an  informal  snapshot. 

The  winner  will  be  the  guest  of 
the  convention  of  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Methodist  Hospitals 
and  Homes  in  Chicago  Feb.  26-28, 
1957.  All  expenses  will  be  paid,  she 
will  stay  at  the  Palmer  House. 

It  is  suggested  that  each  school 
of  nursing  choose  one  girl  to  repre¬ 
sent  it.  The  selection  may  be  made 
by  the  hospital  administrator  work¬ 
ing  in  cooperation  with  several  or 
all  of  the  following  persons:  the 
director  of  the  school  of  nursing, 
the  hospital  chaplain,  the  president 
of  the  auxiliary,  the  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees  (or  directors). 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


LOUISIANA  PASTOR’S  STORY  ON 
“CROSSROADS”  TV  FRIDAY  NIGHT 


Says  Chaplain 
“Forgotten  Man ” 
of  Ministry 

Washington,  D.  C.  (M.  I.)  —  The 
work  of  chaplains  in  the  armed 
services  “constitutes  a  mission  to 
America  second  to  none,  but  which 
the  Church  at  large  does  not  seem 
m  understand,”  the  Methodist 
Commission  on  Chaplains  was  told 
here  October  12. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  R.  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  new  general  secretary  of  the 
commission,  added  in  his  report 
that  the  more  than  600  Methodist 
chaplains  minister  to  about  600,000 
persons  of  all  faiths,  comparable 
to  12  average  districts  of  the 

church. 

“This  is  a  big  undertaking,”  he 
said,  “and  too  many  Methodists  are 
failing  to  catch  the  significane  of 
the  ministry  which  our  chaplains 
alone  can  furnish  to  our  young 
people  today.” 

Dr.  McLaughlin  stressed  the  need 
for  local  churches  to  sponsor  “an 
effective  process  of  pre-induction 
training”  for  young  people  so  that 
they  “will  be  led  to  seek  out  the 
ministry  of  the  chaplain  when  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  military.” 

Noting  that  the  chaplain  is  too 
often  the  “forgotten  man”  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Many  Churches 
To  Observe 
Harvest  Festivals 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  (N.  C.)  —  To 
celebrated  the  season  when  the 
rich  bounty  of  the  earth  is  gather¬ 
ed,  special  Harvest  Festivals  will 
be  held  this  month  and  through 
November  by  Protestant  churches 
throughout  the  land. 

Under  the  aegis  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Department 
of  the  Town  and  Country  Church, 
an  order  of  service  for  the  1956 
Harvest  Festival  has  been  prepared 
and  widely  distributed.  The  service 
was  written  by  the  Rev.  Deane  Ed¬ 
wards  of  New  York,  minister  of  the 
Reformed  Church  and  director  of 
the  Hymn  Society  of  America. 

Churches  are  decorated  with 
flowers,  fruits  and  vegetables  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  season.  These  are  later 
given  to  homes,  hospitals  and  other 
charitable  institutions  or  distribut¬ 
ed  among  the  sick  and  needy  in 
the  community.  Offerings  for  mis¬ 
sionary  and  benevolent  purposes 
are  given  at  this  time,  too. 

The  15th  annual  service  of  wor¬ 
ship  made  available  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  alerts 
all  communions,  rural  and  urban 
alike,  to  the  opportunities  in  this 
season  for  religious  experience. 


Richard  Denning  stars  as  a 
young  Methodist  minister  who 
brings  unity  and  understanding  to 
a  sorely  divided  small-town  parish 
and  wins  the  respect  of  all,  in  “The 
Pure  White  Orchid,”  on  “Cross¬ 
roads,”  Friday,  October  26  (ABC- 
TV,  8:30-9  P.M.,  EDT). 

The  drama  is  based  on  the  true- 
life  experiences  of  The  Rev.  Loyd 
E.  Williams,  Maplewood,  Louisiana, 
as  a  young  pastor  getting  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  his  first  congregation 
“from  both  sides  of  the  tracks”  in 
a  small  southwest  Texas  town.  In 
doing  so,  he  has  to  act  as  a  judge  of 
a  church  flower  show.  Circum¬ 
stances  cause  him  to  accuse  indi¬ 
rectly  the  town’s  “first  lady”  of 
falsely  entering  as  her  own  a  rare 
orchid  grown  by  an  old  florist. 

The  flower  incident,  however, 
brings  out  latent  neighborliness 
and  a  sharing, of  rightful  recogni¬ 
tion.  It  also  helps  the  minister  to 
win  a  bride  as  well  as  an  increase 
in  salary  at  the  urging  of  the  lady 
once  suspected  of  false  entry. 

The  cast  includes  Ann  Kimbell 
as  Eva  Jo  Denson,  the  pastor’s 
bride;  Doris  Packer  as  the  “first 
lady”;  Walter  Baldwin  as  the  flo¬ 


rist;  Lumsden  Hare  as  an  older, 
retiring  minister;  Pierre  Watkin 
as  the  “first  lady’s”  husband,  and 
Fred  Sherman  as  a  tavern-keeper 


Rev.  Loyd  M.  Williams  wrote 
“Crossroads”  Production 


“from  the  wrong  side  of  the 
tracks.” 

The  Script  is  by  George  Bruce. 
Ralph  Murphy  is  director  of  the 
Bernard  L.  Schubert  presentation. 

Loyd  Williams  today  is  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Maplewood,  La.  He  was  born  in 
Tennessee  Colony,  Anderson  Coun¬ 
ty,  Texas.  His  wife  is  the  former 
Eva  Jo  Denson  of  Montalba,  Tex. 

Mr.  Williams  was  ordained  as  an 
elder  in  Texas  in  1939  and  was 
transferred  to  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  in  1953.  The  Williams  have 
four  children:  Glenda  Nell,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Baker  of  Middle- 
town,  Pa.;  Laveda,  freshman  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
La.;  Jimmy,  high  school  student  in 
Sulphur,  La.,  and  Cynthia  Ann,  in 
the  third  grade  at  Maplewood. 

Denning,  a  native  of  Poughkeep¬ 
sie,  N.  Y.,  has  appeared  in  many 
adventure  films  and  outstanding 
television  dramas. 

“Crossroads”  each  Friday  pre¬ 
sents  a  true  drama  drawn  from  the 
experiences  of  a  Protestant,  Cath¬ 
olic  or  Jewish  clergyman. 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS 
IN  INITIAL  ISSUES 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

mothers  and  fathers  together,  and 
children  close  together  in  the  fami¬ 
ly  circle;  that  people  may  remem¬ 
ber  again  what  a  Christian  family 
is.  We  believe  that  The  New  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  will  go  out  to  the 
preachers  of  our  church  and  bring 
back  to  men  who  have  been  beaten 
down  by  routine,  the  memory  of 
their  ordination  and  the  sense  of 
dignity  of  their  high  calling  to 
preach  the  riches  of  Christ.” 

Subscriptions  to  Together  are 
being  primarily  received  on  the  all 
family  plan  from  local  churches. 
Under  this  arrangement  the  sub¬ 
scription  price  is  $2,  the  same  price 
as  was  charged  for  the  initial  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  Advocate  in 
1826.  Subscription  rate  for  The 
New  Christian  Advocate  is  $3  per 
year. 


Current  Opinion  On  America’s  Religious  Boom 


New  York  (NC)  —  A  group  of  top  religious  and 
civic  leaders,  including  President  Eisenhower  and  Ad- 
lai  E.  Stevenson,  agreed  today  that  America’s  current 
“boom”  in  religion  is  a  cause  for  national  rejoicing. 

But,  in  a  National  Council  of  Churches  survey, 
most  warned  against  too  much  optimism. 

Virtually  all  agreed  that  spectacular  increases  in 
U.S.  church  membership  that  are  outstripping  popu¬ 
lation  growth,  record-breaking  Sunday  and  Sabbath 
School  enrollments,  contributions  and  new  church 
building  point  to  a  widespread  spiritual  hunger.  And 
people’s  search  for  deeper  meanings  and  a  firm  faith 
is  all  to  the  good,  they  said. 

But  whether  the  religious  “revival”  is  having  any 
profound  effect  on  individuals  or  improving  the  moral 
tone  of  the  nation  or  changing  America’s  influence 
around  the  world  —  these  questions  met  with  answers 
ranging  from  Yes  to  No,  with  shadings  of  both  in 
between. 

Thirty-five  leaders  in  government,  religion,  labor, 
industry,  education  and  the  arts  responded  to  queries 
on  the  meaning  of  the  surge  of  religious  interest  evi¬ 
dent  since  World  War  II.  Their  detailed  comments  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  copyrighted  article  in  the  November  issue 
of  the  National  Council  Outlook,  organ  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Laymen  were  generally  more  hopeful  about  the 
meaning  of  the  revival  than  were  leading  clergymen. 

Said  President  Eisenhower:  “A  growing  concern  for 
religion  gives  hope  that  our  concern  for  the  welfare, 
the  freedom  and  the  dignity  of  our  fellowmen  in 
America  and  around  the  world  is  also  growing.” 

Presented  with  new  national  church  statistics  along 
with  the  questionnaire,  the  President  said  further:  “It 
is  heartening  to  see  so  many  Americans  supporting 
the  faith  which  lies  at  the  bedrock  of  our  society.” 

Mr.  Stevenson  saw  rising  U.S.  church  member¬ 
ships  as  being  proof  that  “amid  the  tragic  world  events 
°f  recent  history,  anti-religious  philosophies  have  lost 
ttmch  of  their  appeal.” 

“This  interest  in  religion  provides  ...  a  great 
opportunity  for  this  to  become  an  age  of  faith,”  Mr. 
Stevenson  said.  “But,”  he  cautioned,  “the  test  of  a 
religious  revival  lies  in  what  it  produces  in  upright- 
ness  of  personal  life  and  justice  in  society.  The  struggle 
t°  make  the  religion  of  our  lips  into  the  religion  of 
°Ur  heart  is  never-ending,  and  we  must  continue  that 
struggle  in  the  midst  of  this  great  and  encouraging 
outpouring  of  religious  interest  in  America  today.” 

Other  laymen  responding  with  opinions  included 
Vice-President  Richard  Nixon,  Senator  Estes  Kefauver, 
miner  President  Harry  Truman,  Hollywood  producer 
ooil  B.  DeMille,  ‘Look’  publisher  Gardner  Cowles, 
abor  leader  George  Meany,  Senator  Herbert  Lehman, 
eanor  Roosevelt,  Governor  Averell  Harriman  of  New 
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York,  Governor  Arthur  B.  Langlie  of  Washington, 
Presidential  assistants  Sherman  Adams  and  Harold  E. 
Stassen,  President  Nathan  M.  Pusey  of  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  President  Grayson  L.  Kirk  of  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas  of  Illinois  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  Goodwin  Knight  of  California. 

Among  leading  clergymen  in  the  symposium  were 
Dr.  Billy  Graham,  famed  evangelist;  Dr.  Norman  Vin¬ 
cent  Peale,  author  of  “The  Power  of  Positive  Think¬ 
ing;”  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  Knox 
Sherrill,  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church;  Methodist  Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  former 
National  Council  President;  Dr.  J.  W.  Behnken,  presi¬ 
dent,  Lutheran  Church  Missouri  Synod;  Dr.  Liston 
Pope,  dean  of  Yale  Divinity  School;  Methodist  Bishop 
G.  Bromley  Oxnam;  and  Dr.  Earle  B.  Pleasant,  na¬ 
tional  director,  Religion  in  American  Life. 

The  survey,  in  effect  a  symposium  by  mail,  listed 
outstanding  statistical  gains  as  reported  by  the  Year¬ 
book  of  American  Churches,  annual  compilation  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  Typical 
gains  since  World  War  II  were  those  reported  for  the 
past  year:  a  new  record  total  of  100,162,529  church 
members,  up  2.8  per  cent;  new  high  Sunday  School 
enrollments  of  nearly  39,000,000,  up  3.4;'  high  gains  in 
church  construction,  and  total  pastors  with  charges; 
per  capita  contributions  of  $48.81  annually,  up  seven 
per  cent. 

Among  the  questions  were:  Is  the  resurgence  of 
religious  interest  a  real  spiritual  awakening?  What  is 
its  cause?  Is  it  leading  to  the  betterment  of  individual 
lives?  What  effect  is  it  having  on  the  nation’s  life,  on 
America’s  influence  abroad? 

Twenty  laymen  and  15  clergymen  replied.  Accept¬ 
ing  the  resurgence  of  religious  interest  as  a  fact,  vir¬ 
tually  all  warned  against  complacency.  Most  believed 
tljat  the  current  “boom”  is  no  real  spiritual  revival  in 
the  old-fashioned  sense — at  least  not  yet.  Some  were 
skeptical  that  it  would  develop  this  way. 

As  to  the  cause  of  the  resurgence  of  religious  in¬ 
terest,  opinions  varied.  Among  those  given  were  “the 
inner  loneliness  of  modern  man;”  fear  of  the  H-bomb; 
fear  of  the  rise  of  Soviet  Russian  power;  disgust  and 
disillusion  with  materialism  and  “gadget  worship;”  the 
effect  of  two  World  Wars;  discussion  of  life  on  other 
planets;  hunger  for  absolute  meanings  in  life;  the 
search  for  personal  peace  of  mind  and  peace  with 
justice  in  the  world. 

As  to  where  it’s  going,  many  felt  it  is  squarely 
up  to  the  churches  and  synagogues  to  take  the  lead. 
Given  this  lead,  the  majority  believed,  a  true  spiritual 
reawakening  may  be  in  the  offing  that  would  bring 
about  higher  social  morality  and  even  reform  of  social 
evils.  If  strong  enough  the  movement  might,  some  felt, 
lead  the  world  into  ways  of  peace  with  justice. 
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Editorials. 


International  (Cooperation  ‘With  °3£eart 


^0U  ^ave  a  Part  in  a  community  project 

which  would  have  universal  significance?  Would  this 
opportunity  appeal  even  more  to  you  if  the  small  part 
you  played  would  serve  to  benefit  in  a  substantial  way  children 
who  are  in  need?  The  chances  are  that  you  will  have  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  on  Halloween  evening,  October  31,  when  children  of  your 
community  will  ring  your  doorbell  and  ask  for  a  contribution  to 
the  Children’s  Fund  of  the  United  Nations. 

/T  The  United  Nations  International  Children’s  Emergency  Fund 
(UNICEF)  is  an  integral  part  of  the  United  Nations  organization, 
set  up  in  1946  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  UN..  Its  program 
is  financed  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions,  mostly  by  govern- 
ments  and  individuals.  The  amounts  contributed  go  directly  to 
providing  child  health  and  welfare  projects  for  the  children  of 
the  world  who  are  in  need. 


More  than  $6,800.00  was  contributed  by-  the  communities  of 
Arkansas  alone  on  Halloween  evening  last  year.  Some  communi¬ 
ties  have  taken  this  program  with  a  degree  of  seriousness  that 
is  commendable.  For  example,  Magnolia  (Ark.)  was  one  of  the 
top  12  cities  in  the  nation  in  its  population  class  in  the  amount 
given  to  the  UN  Children’s  Fund.  Last  year  6,000  communities  in 
all  48  states  contributed  more  than  $520,000  to  this  fund. 

Trick  or  Treat  for  all  the  World’s  Children  is  a  community 
project  with  universal  significance,  and  we  commend  it  unre¬ 
servedly  to  Methodists  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana. 

Community  leaders  can  order  materials  for  use  in  this  com¬ 
munity  program  by  writing  U.  S.  Committee  for  UNICEF,  United 
Nations,  New  York. 


<LA  King  ^ Becomes  c 54  driest 
tyor  dA  fortnight 

ACCORDING  to  a  Reuters  (British)  press  report  in  the  New 
York  Times,  October  18,  King  Phumiphon  Aduldet,  king 
of  Thailand,  was  scheduled  to  enter  on  Monday  of  this 
week,  the  Buddhist  priesthood  for  a  period  of  15  days.  Head  shaven, 
and  wearing  the  saffron  robe  of  a  Buddhist  priest,  he  will  walk 
through  the  streets  of  Bangkok  to  the  temple  for  his  “spiritual 
pilgrimage.’’  Altars  have  been  set  up  to  enable  local  people  to 
present  to  the  priest-king  flowers,  candles  and  joss  sticks;  this 
is  in  keeping  with  a  religious  custom  of  giving  these  articles,  alms 
and  food  (rice)  to  Buddhist  priests  at  dawn  each  day.  ' 

Just  what  the  Thailand  king  hopes  to  accomplish  by  this  lim¬ 
ited  priesthood  is  not  indicated.  However,  one  cannot  help  but 
compare  this  act  to  one  of  infinitely  more  meaning  in  the  Christian 
faith,  that  of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  the  Heavenly  King,  whose  days 
as  an  earthly  minister,  though  limited,  were  over  a  span  of  three 
years,  who  gave  His  life  as  the  price  of  His  complete  devotion 
to  His  calling,  whose  hands  were  outstretched  in  ministry  to  others, 
and  whose  Spirit  is  still  at  work  in  the  lives  of  multiplied  millions 
today,  20  centuries  after  his  brief  ministry  among  men. 


Russia  having  trouble 
c With  Its  “homework” 


IT  is  quite  possible  that  Russia  may  not  be  so  troublesome  in 
world  affairs  for  a  while  since  it  now  has  more  “homework”, 
especially  in  Poland,  than  it  is  likely  to  get  done  soon.  Russia 
has  been  in  trouble  every  since  Khrushchev  made  his  speech  down¬ 
grading  Stalin  and  indicating  that  present  rulers  would  be  more 
lenient  with  their  subjects. 

Back  in  July  of  this  year,  in  the  issue  of  July  19,  we  ran  an 
editorial  under  the  caption,  “Dictators  Cannot  Be  Soft,”  in  which 
we  discussed  the  possibility  of  rebellion  among  Russian  satellites 
as  a  result  of  this  change  in  attitude.  We  quote  the  first  and  last 
paragraphs  of  that  editorial: 

“From  general  press  reports,  it  appears  that  the  present  rulers 
of  Russia,  in  an  effort  to  be  easier  and  more ‘lenient  with  Russian 


subjects  and  satellite  nations,  have  opened  a  Pandora  Box  and 
loosed  on  themselves  a  combination  of  ills  that  may  ultimately  Ka 
their  undoing.  1X06 

“No  dictatorship  has  ever  succeeded  in  holding  its  place  of 
power  while  becoming  soft  toward  its  subjects.  To  set  sail  on 
such  ^  a  course  usually  means  that  the  ship  of  state  soon  reaches 
the  point  of  no  return”  in  the  policy  of  softness.  A  ‘get  tough1 
policy  now  may  open  the  door  to  a  concerted  rebellion  and  revo¬ 
lution  J**13*  Present  leaders  of  Russia  can  hardly  cope  with 
They  have  reached  a  point  where  they  can  neither  be  softer  or 
tougher  without  inviting  rebellion.” 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  present  trouble  in  Poland  mav 
be  the  most  significant  thing  that  has  happened  since  the  beginning 
of  the  “cold  war”  years  ago.  6 

New-  family  (Magazine 
tyor  (Methodists  ^Begins 

TOGETHER,  Methodism’s  new  family  mid-monthly  magazine, 
made  its  initial  appearance  last  week.  Calculated  to  bolster 
the  church’s  publication  approach  to  its  membership  and 
leaders,  strengthen  the  church  connectional  wise,  and  render  a 
needed  service  to  Methodist  families,  Together  is  one  of  three 
new  publications  replacing  more  than  twice  that  number  being 
discontinued. 

Together,  84  pages  of  feature  stories  and  articles  sans  strictly 
a  Methodist  bias,  will  go  a  long  way  in  accomplishing  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  it  was  begun,  the  production  of  a  beautiful,  eye¬ 
catching,  interesting,  readable,  magazine  for  family  consumption. 
As  was  intended,  it  will  compare  more  than  favorably  in  appear¬ 
ance  and  content  with  other  monthly  and  semi-monthly  family 
type  magazines.  If  this  is  what  Methodism  needs,  Together  is  the 
answer.  The  same  quality  should  be  maintained  in  succeeding 
issues,  and  we  are  confident  such  will  be  the  case. 

As  we  have  suggested  in  these  columns  heretofore,  a  good  cir¬ 
culation  for  Together  will  help  to  insure  its  future  usefulness  to 
the  church  and  its  membership.  Several  churches  in  this  Area 
have  already  sent  in  every  family  lists.  Others  will  soon  be  doing 
so.  The  publication  deserves  a  good  healthy  opportunity  to  prove 
itself  in  every  congregation. 

Liquor  Stores  Outnumber  Qhurches  oday 

rHE  1957  Yearbook  of  American  Churches,  published  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  United  States 
puts  the  number  of  churches,  synagogues  and  temples  at 
305,449.  The  Alcohol  and  Tobacco  Tax  Division  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Revenue  Service  reports,  as  of  June  30,  1956,  that  there 
are  247,877  retail  dealers  in  liquor  and  168,180  retail  dealers  in 
beer  in  the  United  States  making  a  total  of  443,057  retail  outlets 
for  alcoholic  beverages  as  compared  to  305,449  churches  of  all 
faiths  in  America. 

While  the  church  is  boasting  its  ever-increasing  membership 
to  record-breaking  numbers  and  to  record-breaking  percentages, 
the  liquor  outlets  and  liquor  sales  are  also  reaching  staggering 
totals.  Practically  every  year,  in ’recent  years,  America  has  spent 
unprecedented  sums  in  building  new  churches  and  expanding  old 
church  facilities.  It  is  a  paradoxical  situation  that  is  hard  to  ex¬ 
plain,  to  find  in  the  midst  of  a  revival  of  church  building  and  in 
the  midst  or  an  unmistakable  increase  of  interest  in  the  church, 
that  the  liquor  business,  possibly  the  worst  enemy  the  church 
has,  is  also  making  gains  in  business. 

Some  of  the  responsibility  for  any  growth  m  the  liquor  bus¬ 
iness  must  rest  upon  some  members  of  the  church.  The  1957  Year¬ 
book  of  American  Churches,  mentioned  above,  also  states  that 
60.9  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  nation  now  belong  to  the 
church.  Consequently,  by  vote,  the  liquor  business  could  be  stopped 
in  its  tracks  if  this  60.9  per  cent  of  the  citizenship  of  America,  whQ 
are  also  members  of  churches,  were  to  vote  as  they  should.  If 
liquor  outlets  outnumber  churches  in  America,  it  is  because  the 
church  is  not  delivering  its  strength  in  the  fight  against  strong 
drink.  In  fact,  if  liquor  even  exists  in  America,  legally,  it  is  be¬ 
cause  the  church  is  not  using  the  powers  it  has  at  its  command 
to  destroy  it. 
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JONESBORO  CHURCH  DEDICATED  BY  BISHOP  MARTIN 


Persons  in  the  picture  of  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  for  new  Edu¬ 
cational  Building  at  Jonesboro,  from  left  to  right  are:  W.  W.  McDonald, 
Jr.;  Rev.  George  W.  Dameron,  Pastor;  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin;  Dr.  Guy  Hicks; 
and  Harper  Cox."  Mr.  McDonald  and  Mr.  Cox  represent  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee: 


CENTENARY 
COLLEGE  NEWS 

Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speak- 
er  Wednesday  at  a  luncheon  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Shreveport  Lions  Club. 
He  spoke  on  experiences  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  in  the  Far 
East  last  summer.  Dr.  Mickle  ac¬ 
companied  the  choir  on  its  45-day 
Far  Eastern  tour. 


Delton  Pickering  of  Houston,  Tex., 
a  pre-ministerial  student  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  has  been  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  hon¬ 
orary  leadership  fraternity,  on  the 
campus.  Robert  Price  of  Shreveport 
is  the  vice  president,  and  Lee  Pope- 
joy,  also  of  Shreveport,  was  chosen 
treasurer.  Dean  of  Students  C.  A. 
Hickcox,  who  serves  as  faculty  ad¬ 
viser,  automatically  assumes  the 
duties  of  secretary  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 


The  Centenary  College  Band,  di¬ 
rected  by  B.  P.  Causey,  presented 
its  first  concert  of  the  current  school 
year  this  morning  in  the  Haynes 
Memorial  Gymnasium  on  the  local 
campus.  David  Swanzey  of  Center, 
Tex.,  a  junior  band  member,  was 
featured  as  trumpet  soloist. 


The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  vice 
president  of  Centenary  College,  was 
guest  speaker  Sunday  at  the  11  a.m. 
services  of  the  Wesley  Methodist 
Church  of  DeRidder  and  at  the  7:30 
p.m.  services,  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  DeRidder.  Pastor  of  the 
Wesley  church  is  the  Rev.  A.  P. 
Smith,  while  the  Rev.  James  C. 
Whittaker  holds  the  pastorate  at  the 
First  church. 


The  Church  Building  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Jonesboro,  was 
dedicated  in  services  held  recently 
at  which  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  de¬ 
livered  the  dedicatory  sermon. 

In  the  dedication  service  Bishop 
Martin  was  assisted  by  Dr„  Guy 
Hicks,  Ruston,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  A.  A.  McKnight,  DeQuincy, 
pastor  at  the  time  the  church  was 
built,  Rev.  G.  A.  Morgan,  pastor  at 
Hodge,  and  Rev.  George  W.  Dam¬ 
eron,  present  pastor  of  the  Jones¬ 
boro  Church.  Members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  who  were  present  pre¬ 
sented  the  church  to  Bishop  Martin 
for  dedication.  These  included 
Harper  Cox,  W.  W.  McDonald,  Jr., 
E.  L.  Meredith,  Sr.,  George  R.  Phil¬ 
lips,  W.  C.  Rundell,  J.  Finley  Sneed, 
W.  C.  Tyler,  and  Dr.  A.  A.  Meredith. 

Other  special  guest  at  the  dedi¬ 
catory  service  were  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
Martin,  Mrs.  Alton  A.  McKnight, 
and  Floyd  B.  James,  our  friends 
from  neighboring  churches. 

As  the  congregation  finished  one 
successful  endeavor  it  voted  to  begin 
a  Forward  Look  Program  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  following  phases  at  the 
present  time:  (1)  Building  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  present  Educational 
Building  (2)  Refurnishing  the  pres¬ 
ent  Educational  Building  with  at¬ 
tractive  and  comfortable  equipment 
(3)  Air  conditioning  all  space  used 
by  the  Church  School  (The  Sanctu¬ 
ary  is  already  air  conditioned)  (4) 
The  construction  of  an  all  weather 


passage  from  the  Educational  Build¬ 
ing  to  the  Sanctuary.  (5)  The  paint¬ 
ing  and  general  improvement  of 
Educational  and  Sanctuary  Build¬ 
ings. 

To  this  end  a  Ground  Breaking 


Ceremony  was  conducted  by  Bishop 
Martin  marking  the  progress  being 
made  in  the  Forward  Look  Program 
and  especially  the  building  of  the 
addition  to  the  present  Educational 
Building. 


OUR 

GOAL- 
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Every 

Local  Church 


Pictured  above  in  center  is  first  Re¬ 
tired  Minsters’  Home,  built  earlier 
this  year  at  Ruston. 


At  left  are  Rev.  B.  D.  Wasson  and 
Rev.  James  R.  Strozier,  who  with 
their  wives  reside  in  the  duplex 
home  built  this  year  at  Ruston  for 
retired  ministers. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Soekman 

UNITY 

Canada  and  the  United  States  have  such  kinship  in  ideals  and  prin¬ 
ciples  that  I  am  sure  my  Canadian  friends  will  understand  if  I  address 
myself  to  my  fellow  Americans  as  we  approach  the  close  of  a  national 

Feelings  are  tense.  The  air  has  been  full  of  voices. 
Our  minds  are  full  of  issues.  And  now  before  we  go 
to  the  polls  to  settle  these  public  questions,  let  us  sit 
down  privately  with  ourselves  in  a  spirit  of  prayer. 

One  thing  which  must  be  preserved  in  this  land 
of  ours  is  the  spirit  of  unity.  The  strength  of  our  na¬ 
tion  has  been  that  after  the  conflicts  of  political  cam¬ 
paigns  has  come  the  cooperation  of  united  effort.  It 
must  be  so  again. 

Therefore,  in  preparation  for  the  national  election 
and  the  unity  which  must  follow,  may  we  join  in  the 
prayer  of  the  Psalmist:  “Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy 

Queen  Victoria  is  said  to  have  complained  that  Gladstone,  her  prime 
minister,  always  addressed  her  as  if  she  were  a  public  meeting. 

In  a  sense,  each  individual  is  a  sort  of  public  meeting.  In  each  of  us 
there  are  as  many  different  aspects  of  self  as  there  are  social  groups  to 
which  we  adjust  ourselves.  A  man  is  not  quite  the  same  person  in  his 
office  as  in  his  family,  in  his  club  as  in  his  factory.  His  personality  is 
pulled  in  different  directions  and  he  shows  different  sides  of  himself. 

Within  our  breasts  are  many  voices,  many  discordant  elements,  and 
the  first  task  of  each  citizen  is  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos  in  his  personal 
life.  The  strength  of  a  nation  rests  on  the  sanity  and  stability  of  its  in¬ 
dividual  citizens.  The  unity  of  a  nation  is  secured  by  those  who  keep  the 
peace  within  their  own  natures.  Hence  we  need  to  pray  with  the  Psalmist, 
“Unite  my.  heart.” 

When  we  translate  the  Psalmist’s  poetry  into  modem  prose,  it  means, 


for  one  thing,  “Unite  my  heart  by  re-collecting  my  scattered  self.”  Th 
speed  and  whirl  of  events  tend  to  scatter  my  thoughts  and  interests.  Thing! 
are  happening  with  <such  exciting  frequency  and  such  explosive  force,  in 
this  day  of  hurried  schedules,  high-powered  transportation,  far-ranging 
radios,  ceaselessly-running  “movies”  and  overworked  printing  presses,  vZ 
are  doing  a  vastly  increased  amount  of  moving  and  "hearing  and  talking 
and  seeing,  but  how  about  our  hard  meditative  thinking? 

We  are  too  restlessly  busy  to  be  still  and  think.  And  certainly  most 
of  us  are  too  noisily  occupied  to  hear  the  voice  which  says:  “Be  still  anrl 
know  that  I  am  God.” 

It  has  been  said  that  more,  and  more  varied,  impressions  come  to  a 
modern  man  in  a  single  day  than  came  to  his  grandfather  in  a  month 
but  as  George  Tyrrell,  the  mystic,  reminds  us,  “Our  experience  is  given 
to  us  to  be  the  food  of  our  character  and  spiritual  life;  but  in  point  of 
fact,  we  spend  our  whole  life  in  storing  up  food,  and  never  have  leisure 
to  lie  down  quietly  with  the  cows  in  the  field,  and  ruminate  bit  by  bit 
what  we  have  swallowed  so  hastily.” 

Yes,  in  our  eagerness  to  hear  the  latest  thing  and  catch  the  newest 
thrill,  we  modern  men  go  on  greedily  devouring  new  sensations  but 
neglecting  the  Divine  Shepherd,  who  “maketh  us  to  lie  down  in  green 
pastures,”  and  the  rumination  of  what  we  have  seen  and-  heard. 

And  we  have  a  special  need  for  God  to  give  us  this  inner  unity  at 
election  time.  Why?  In  order  that  each  of  us  may  bring  his  whole  self 
into  the  voting  booth.  We  need  God  to  help  us  vote  for  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  country  rather  than  for  our  own  business  interests,  to  help  us  vote 
our  reasoned  convictions  rather  than  our  emotional  prejudices,  to  help 
us  vote  as  members  of  God’s  whole  family  and  not  as  members  of  one 
class  or  section. 

The  Soviet  Union  has  been  invited  to  send  representatives  to  visit 
America  during  the  last  weeks  before  election.  It  would  be  good  to  have 
the  Russians  see  a  free  election  where  each  citizen  goes  into  a  voting 
booth  alone  and  casts  a  secret  ballot.  But  let  us  show  the  Russians  that 
in  Christian  lands  like  America  and  Canada  God  goes  into  the  booth  with 
each  voter. 

Before  you  vote,  “pull  your  self  together”  in  the  unity  which  God 
gives.  And  after  we  vote,  let’s  all  pull  together  as  a  united  nation. 
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THOUGHTS  FOR  REFORMATION 
DAY 

Next  Wednesday,  October  31st,  is  Reforma¬ 
tion  Day,  the  time  when  we  recognize  our  ob¬ 
ligation  to  those  hardy  souls  who  sought  to 
“re-form”  the  Christian  Church  during  the 
sixteenth  century.  We  think  first  of  Martin 
Luther,  the  Roman  Catholic  priest,  who  desired 
to  debate  some  questions  of  church  doctrine; 
but  who  ended  up  setting  a  spiritual  match  to 
the  powder  keg  of  religious  revolt  against  cer¬ 
tain  unchristian  practices  of  the  Church. 

Reformation,  however,  neither  started  nor 
ended  with  Luther.  True,  he  saw  the  breaking 
forth  of  the  so-called  “Protestant”  movement. 
But  the  groundswell  of  objection  had  been 
taking  shape  for  centuries.  St.  Bernard  of  Clair- 
vaux,  400  years  before,  had  called  upon  those 
in  high  places  in  the  Church  to  turn  back  to 
Christ  in  their  daily  living,  as  well  as  in  the 
conduct  of  their  church  offices.  And  looking 
forward  from  the  sixteenth  century,  we  can 
hardly  find  a  time  when  there  has  ceased  to 
be  a  need  of  spiritual  “reforming”  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  movement.  As  long  as  human  beings  make 
up  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  there  will  be 
actions  which  will  fall  far  short  of  Jesus’  hopes 
and  ideals  for  His  Church  on  earth.  Yes,  there 
have  always  been  hypocrites  in  the  church,  and 
they  will  continue  to  plague  the  patience  of 
God  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Our  task,  then,  is  not  to  condemn  and  for¬ 
sake  the  Church  simply  because  members  in  it 
are  not  true  to  the  highest  ideals  of  Christian¬ 
ity.  The  task  for  everyone  who  professes  loyalty 
and  love  for  the  Christian  Church,  is  to  warm 
the  hearts  of  those  who  are  careless  and  indif¬ 
ferent  toward  God’s  call.  Certainly  we  have  no 
cause  to  sit  down  today  and  fold  our  hands  and 
call  the  job  done  just  because  someone  named 
Martin  Luther  changed  the  course  of  Christian¬ 
ity  hundreds  of  years  ago.  The  word,  “Protes¬ 
tant”  comes  from  two  Latin  words  that  mean, 
“To  testify  for”.  There  is  not  a  trace  of  nega¬ 
tive  meaning  in  the  original  words.  People  who 


|  On  A  Wide  | 
Circuit 

W.  W.  Reid  | 
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“UNTIL  SOMEBODY  SELLS 
SOMEBODY  SOMETHING” 

I  listened  the  other  day  to  a  highly  successful 
advertising  and  sales  promoter  telling  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  churchmen  how  to  “sell”  the  church  to 
the  people  of  the  local  community  and  the  na¬ 
tion.  And  I  fear  that  for  me  the  principal  re¬ 
sult  of  his  talk  was  a  deepening  of  my  long- 
ago-arrived-at  conviction  that  the  go-getter 
salesman,  no  matter  how  highly  placed  olr  paid, 
has  not  much  to  offer  the  church  by  way  of  help 
toward  reaching  the  chujch’s  real  objectives. 

He  can  show  churchmen,  perhaps,  how  to 
raise  money — and  possibly  leave  a  trail  of  doubt 
or  even  ill-will  the  community;  how  to  draw  in 
members — if  large  numbers  not  too-well  di¬ 
rected  into  the  Christian  path  are  an  objective. 
But  the  salesman  has  little  to  offer  the  church 
in  how  to  wean  men  and  women  away  from  the 
flesh-pots  of  the  secular  world  and  mold  them 
into  sons  and  daughters  of  a  God  of  peace  and 
mercy. 

For  one  thing,  the  motivation  upon  which  the 
salesman-advertiser  builds  his  methods  and  ap¬ 
proach  is  the  very  antithesis  of  many  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Christian  faith,  certainly  the  anti¬ 
thesis,  of  many  principles  of  the  Sermon  on  the 


call  themselves  Protestants  have  no  cause  to 
feel  that  they  are  good  Christians  just  because 
they  are  opposed  to  certain  practices  of  any 
other  Christian  group.  The  big  job  of  Protest¬ 
ants  is  a  gloriously  positive  one. 

The  best  manner,  then,  of  observing  Refor¬ 
mation  Day  is  to  make  a  new  resolve  and  a 
new  promise  to  God  that  we  will  be  more 
willing  to  “testify  for”  God  ...  to  say  a  good 
word  for  God  wherever  we  go  .  .  to  witness 

by  our  everyday  deeds  that  we  love  Him  .  .  . 
to  take  a  stand  on  His  side,  regardless  of  the 
seeming  importance  or  unimportance  of  the 
matter  involved  ...  to  take  every  opportunity 
to  tell  the  world  about  God  and  His  son,  Jesus 
Christ. 


Mount.  Our  friend  the  other  day  stressed  pride  as 
the  chief  motivation  upon  which  sales  are  made: 
pride  in  one’s  home,  in  one’s  new  car,  in  one’s 
clothes,  in  one’s  community-and,  therefore,  “the 
church  must  be  so  built,  and  equipped,  and 
have  such  a  preacher  that  the  members  will 
take  pride  in  it,  and  people  will  be  proud  to 
join  it.”  I  am  sure  I  need  not  labor  the  point 
here  that  pride  in  the  preacher,  and  pride  in  the 
church  building,  and  pride  in  the  social  or  ec¬ 
onomic  “class”  with  which  church  membership 
associates  me,  do  not  constitute  a  motivation 
that  will  go  far  toward  building  the  Kingdom  of 
God  in  the  community  or  across  the  earth. 
(There  have  been  ages  when  humility  and 
meekness  were  esteemed  Christian  virtues.) 
And  yet  'pride  is  perhaps  less  dangerous  and 
anti-Christian  than  some  of  the  other  motives 
that  underlie  much  advertising  and  selling. 
Read  or  listen  to  the  advertisements:  how  often 
the  appeal  is  made  to  envy,  to  greed,  to  jealousy, 
and  even  to  lust  and  uncontrolled  appetite.  How 
seldom  the  advertiser  makes  his  appeal  upon 
our  higher  virtues! 

But  our  friend  fnade  one  point  which  I  would 
like  to  translate  with  approval  into  language  a 
bit  more  suited  to  religious  application.  In  his 
direct  Anglo-Saxon  lingo  he  noted:  “Nothing 
happens  until  somebody  sells  somebody  some¬ 
thing.”  And,  he  added,  we  are  “selling”  some¬ 
thing — perhaps  ourselves — in  every  contact  of 
person  to  person.  The  “best”  sales  talk,  the 
“best”  advertisement  is  a  failure,  a  waste  of 
time  and  money,  if  the  person  addressed  does 
not  sign  on  the  dotted  line  and  buy. 

Now  I  don’t  like  the  word  sell  used  in  relation 
to  church  or  religion.  So  I  may  be  permitted  to 
translate  the  idea  of  the  quotation  thus:  “No¬ 
thing  happens — in  church,  or  from  a  sermon,  or 
in  a  man’s  life — until  somebody  does  something 
in  response  to  what  is  being  said  or  taught.”  No 
matter  how  excellent  the  sermon,  or  beautiful 
the  music,  or  costly  the  edifice,  or  erudite  the 
lesson,  or  efficient  the  trustees,  the  service  (or 
the  church)  fails  miserably  of  its  purpose  unless 
men  and  women  are  moved  to  change  their 
lives,  in  some  degree  to  conform  more  nearly 
with  the  mind  of  Christ  and  the  purpose  of  God • 
Individuals  may  approach  this  goal  by  different 
paths,  but  all  the  paths  of  the  church — all  its 
activities  and  services — should  lead  to  this  cen¬ 
tral  objective.  This  is  the  only  measure  of  the 
minister’s  and  the  church’s  worth — their  “sales¬ 
manship,”  if  you  will,  t 
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The  Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith,  will  be  relocated  in  the  near 
future.  Now  situated  in  downtown  Fort  Smith,  the  congregation  has  bought  property  on 
Kelley  Highway,  near  Albert  Pike  Street  in  the  Spradling  section  of  the  city,  an  area  not 
now  being  served  by  a  Methodist  Church.  The  congregation  hopes  to  build  on  the  three 
sere  site  after  the  downtown  site  has  been  sold.  This  article,  we  believe,  will  be  of 
much  interest  to  many  of  our  readers  because  of  the  historical  incidents  herewith 
interestingly  told  by  the  daughter  of  the  present  Grand  Avenue  pastor,  Rev.  Charles 
Wyatt.  Charlene  Wyatt  is  the  writer.  Miss  Wyatt  was  married  on  September  19  to 
Julius  Henningsen,  U.  S.  Army. 


History  of 

Qrand  Avenue, 
Fort  Smith 


By  Charlene  Wyatt 


SINCE  Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church  is  about  ready  to  make  another 
^change,  it  seems  fitting  to  review  its  history.  It  has  had  a  long  and 
turbulent  life.  Unlike  the  other  Methodist  Churches  in  Ft.  Smith,  it 
was,  until  unification  of  the  major  branches  of  Methodism,  a  Methodist 
Episcopal,  or  Northern,  Church.  The  Northern  Methodists  were  rather 
scarce  in  the  South  before  the  Civil  War.  In  Ft.  Smith  we  know  there  were 
a  few,  because  the  church  had  a  pastor  in  1858,  when  Arkansas  Methodists 
of  the  Northern  branch  were  a  part  of  the  Texas  Conference.  About  fifty 
Southern  sympathizers  went  to  Texas  to  protest  a  meeting  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  They  were  afraid  this  church  group  was  a  front  for  abolitionists  who 
were  down  South  just  to  stir  up  trouble.  The  next  year,  in  1859,  this  same 
conference  met  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Franklin  County,  Arkansas.  During  the 
Civil  War  no  conferences  were  held,  but  were  reorganized  in  1865  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Blackburn  as  presiding  elder  of  the  Arkansas  District.  W.  H.  Gilliam 
was  stationed  in  Ft.  Smith.  R.  W.  Hammett,  a  former  Southern  Methodist 
preacher,  became  an  M.  E.  preacher  and  located  here  the  same  year.  In 
1873,  Bishop  Thomas  Bowman  organized  an  Arkansas  Conference  at  Little 
Rock  with  thirty-three  preachers.  The  fifth  Arkansas  Conference  was  held 
in  Ft.  Smith  in  February,  1877,  with  Bishop  Miley  presiding.  At  that  time 
N.  B.  Breashere  became  pastor  of  Ebenezer  Church  and  R.  C.  Motor  became 
pastor  of  Trinity,  both  of  Ft.  Smith.  Trinity  was  the  first  name  given  to  the 
church  whose  history  we  are  following.1 

Some  present-day  members  of  Grand  Avenue  believe  the  old  Trinity 
Church  was  at  108  North  Fifth  Street.  However,  Mrs.  Taylor,  who  lives 
across  the  street  from  a  house  made  from  the  old  church  after  the  building 
was  condemned  and  torn  down,  says  that  this  was  a  South  Methodist 
Church.2  James  Bourland,3  who  owns  the  property,  has  an  abstract  calling 
it  Southern  Methodist  property,  but  he  thinks  both  groups  took  turns  own¬ 
ing  the  property.  At  any  rate,  Trinity,  located  near  the  river,  burned,  and 
the  congregation  used  other  buildings  for  a  time.  Pastors  were  mainly  from 
the  North,  and  did  not  remain  long. 

On  April  11,  1891,  ^he  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Trinity  M.  E.  Church 
was  organized  with  Thomas  H.  Barnes,  president,  and  J.  H.  Clendening, 
secretary.  A  motion  was  made  and  carried  asking  for  a  loan  from  the 
Church  Extension  Board  and  for  a  gift  of  like  amount:  $2,000  4  In  June  of 
the  same  year  the  Trustees  accepted  plans  and  specifications  of  the  architect, 
Mr.  Green,  on  condition  that  the  building  be  properly  located  upon  the 
church  lot,  and  built  and  furnished  for  $10,000.  The  building  committee  was 
directed  to  procure  bids  for  the  foundation,  the  cut  stone,  and  the  main 
superstructure,  separately.  Rev.  W.  H.  Williams  was  requested  to  secure 
proposals  for  the  pulpit,  pulpit  furniture,  altar,  choir,  and  seating.3  On  the 
first  day  of  July,  1891,  the  trustees  agreed  that  all  bids  be  deceived  sealed, 
that  twenty  days  be  allowed  to  bidders,  provided  the  same  be  closed  by 
July  20,  that  building  be  completed  December  1,  and  that  successful  bidders 
be  required  to  furnish  bond  equal  to  half  the  amount  of  the  accepted  bid.3 

The  day  for  receiving  bids  For  excavation  and  foundation:  Sam  Berry — 
$848.00,  accepted;  Cut  Stones:  Jacob  Lethold — $875.00,  accepted;  Main 
Superstructure:  E.  G.  Stevens — $6,890.00,  accepted.7  In  September  of  this 
same  year  the  claim  of  J.  P.  Green,  architect,  for  $135  was  rejected.  The 
president  was  authorized  to  close  the  debt,  if  it  could  be  done,  for  $50.00.8 
On  March  29,  1892,  the  secretary  presented  a  letter  and  papers  from  Rev. 
A.  J.  Ryneth  regarding  proposed  donation  of  $1,500  from  Mrs.  Brownscombe, 
as  a  memorial  in  the  name  of  her  husband.  The  name  Trinity  M.  E.  Church 
was  changed  to  Brownscombe  Memorial  M.  E.  Church.8  On  January  11, 
1898,  a  cyclone  of  local  origin  hit  Ft.  Smith.  The  Central  Methodist  and 
Baptist  Churches  are  as  complete  wrecks  as  was  possible  to  make  them,  and 
Brownscombe  Methodist  badly  damaged.10  A  committee  was  selected  to 
get  the  church  repaired  from  the  results  of  the  cyclone.  On  July  20,  1898, 
Fred  Schlenter,  was  employed  to  repair  the  damage  from  the  cyclone  for 
$987.50.11  During  these  years  the  church  was  called,  First  M.  E.,  in  addition 
to  the  names  Trinity,  Brownscombe  Memorial,  and  later  Grand  Avenue.12 

Probably  many  repairs  were  made  on  the  building,  but  in  January,. 
1926,  a  garage  was  built,  the  parsonage  reroofed,  and  the  church  improved 
with  paint,  new  gutters,  glass  and  shelves  “for  women’s  work”  (probably 
a  kitchen).13  Much  later,  in  1948,  the  church  was  completely  refinished 
inside,  with  new  pews  and  organ.  Rev.  Brady  Cook  was  pastor. 

Apparently  the  church  has  considered  new  buildings  for  a  long  time, 
because  in  May,  1926,  a  committee  was  appointed  “to  investigate  the  advisi- 
bility  of  securing  more  room  for  the  Sunday  School.”14  A  building  program 
was  discussed  at  a  board  meeting  in  April,  1927.13  On  October  4,  1927,'  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  advisability  of  securing  a  new  par- 


FOR  SALE — Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church  building  of  Fort  Smith. 
When  sold  the  Grand  Avenue  congregation  will  rebuild  on  real  estate 
already  purchased  in  one  of  city’s  new  developments. 

sonage  and  using  the  present  one  for  Sunday  School  work.10  On  October 
18,  1927,  the  committee  made  plans  for  a  new  Sunday  School  Building  and 
a  community  hall  20’  x  40’.17 

On  October  25,  the  new  building  was  planned  to  cost  about  $1,000.18 
Nothing  was  actually  built,  however,  until  1952,  when  a  red  brick  educa¬ 
tional  building  was  constructed,  mostly  by  donated  labor,  behind  the  church. 
Then  in  1955  the  pastor,  Rev.  Charles  B.  Wyatt,  and  family,  moved  to  their 
own  home,  and  left  the  parsonage  to  be  used  as  Sunday  School  rooms. 

The  church  is  in  the  business  district  of  Ft.  Smith  and  is  unable  to  grow 
at  its  present  location.  Its  property  at  11th  and  Grand  is  up  for  sale,  and 
adjoining  lots  on  Kelly  Highway  and  on  Albert  Pike  for  a  future  building 
have  been  purchased. 

The  organization  of  this  church  has  followed  those  of  most  Methodist 
Churches.  An  official  board,  including  stewards  and  trustees,  leads  the  local 
church.  Usually  it  has  its  own  chairman,  but  in  1928,  the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  M. 
Kelly,  is  mentioned  as  presiding  at  all  board  meetings.  The  official  board 
was  well  organized  and  met  weekly  for  many  years.  In  February,  1928, 
meetings  of  the  board  became  monthly  instead  of  weekly.18  The  Music 
Committee  of  the  official  board  was  very  active.  They  were  often  seeking 
a  pianist.  Miss  Mary  Louise  Stough  and  others  were  asked,  but  declined 
to  serve.  In  1927,  Miss  Butterfield  was  pianist.  Miss  Alice  Louise  Davies 
was  employed  later.  The  pay  was  usually  $5.00  per  week.20  The  board 
discussed  many  things:  a  donation  by  a  member  of  a  stove  for  the  Junior 
Department,  a  motion  to  remove  a  picture  of  Christ  from  the  wall  in  the 
choir  loft,  and  a  plan  to  “arrange  something  special  for  each  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning”.  In  April,  1927,  a  suit  of  the  church  was  against  a  Mrs.  Sawyer  for 
$250.  In  1928,  the  judgment  gave  the  church  $277.45,  and  one  of  her  lots 
was  held.21  ’  / 

In  the  early  days  there  were  many  couples  on  the  board.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid,  an  established  organization  in  March,  1927,  borrowed  $150  for  the 
budget  and  paid  on  building  notes.22  The  janitor  was  paid,  but  often 
changed,  but  in  December,  1928,  he  was  dismissed  for  financial  reasons, 
and  the  Ladies’  Aid  was  asked  to  take  his  place.  This  organization  was 
called:  Ladies  Aid,  then  Home  And  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Woman’s 
Missionary  Society,  and  now  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  with 
the  same  organization  for  women  who  work  in  the  day  time  called  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Before  1939,  the  young  people’s  meetings  were 
called  Epworth  League,  but  after  1939  they  were  and  still  are  known  as 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  In  1951  a  Men’s  Club  was  organized.  There  have 
been  Sunday  Schools  since  the  early  days  of  the  church.  There  are  a  few 
detailed  records  of  attendance  and  finances  left  for  some  periods  of  time. 
Now  the  Sunday  School  is  smaller  than  in  the  days  as  a  North  Methodist 
Church,  because  it  was  then  the  only  church  of  its  denomination  in  the 
city.  After  unification  it  was  no  longer  a  unique  church. 

Financially,  the  church  has  never  seemed  to  have  had  a  boom  period. 
Mrs.  Whybark  says  the  church  had  a  mission  appropriation  of  $400  per 
year  in  the  early  days.23  There  was  never  a  large  membership,  but  at  times 
there  were  prominent  and  wealthy  people.  There  were  many  financial 
problems:  they  were  overdrawn  at  the  bank,  many  salaries  were  past-due, 
and  bills  were  held  over,  even  from  year  to  year.  In  October,  1926,  as  at 
other  times,  cards  were  printed  and  sen^out  for  subscriptions.24  In  March 
of  1927,  G.  S.  Whybark,  treasurer,  reported  there  were  no  funds  and 
asked  to  be  relieved  as  treasurer  unless  he  could  get  help .25  Such  items  as 
taxes  were  paid  on  the  Van  Buren  bridge  and  on  the  water  system.26  in 
June  of  1927,  the  pastor  was  granted  a  thirty  day  vacation  without  pay”  on 
account  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  church.”  July  10  of  that  same  year 
was  set  aside  as  “cash”  day.  Letters  were  sent  out  to  all  members  27  The 
budget  for  1927-28  totalled  $6,000,  including  $1,900  for  old  debt,  $2,000  for 
pastor’s  salary,  and  many  smaller  items.  Moving  expenses  for  the  pastor 
were  paid — $75.00.  Also  church  ads  were  put  in  the  local  paper  at  $1.00 
per  week.28  A  great  effort  was  made  in  September,  1928,  to  get  finances 
paid  before  Annual  Conference,  which  was  then  in  the  fall .29 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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DR.  E.  K.  MEANS  Monroe,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
of  the  Sterlington  Methodist  Church,  Monday, 
October  15,  where  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  P.  McKEITHEN,  pastor  of  the  Ferriday- 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Rotary  Club  in  Waterproof  on  Wednesday,  Oc¬ 
tober  10. 

DR.  GUY  M.  HICKS,  Superintendent  of  the 
Ruston  District,  preached  in  revival  services 
held  in  the  Marion  Methodist  Church  in  Farmer- 
ville,  October  8  through  Sunday,  October  14, 
where  Rev.  F.  C.  Collins  is  pastor. 

REV.  WILLIAM  P.  FRASER,  pastor  of  the 
Plaquemine-Grand  River  Charge,  was.  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Clear 
Creek  Church,  on  the  Clinton  Charge,  recently. 
Rev.  George  Harkins  is  pastor. 


Rouge.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Harris  extend 
to  all  an  invitation  to  attend. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  Sun¬ 
day,  October ,  14,  at  the  morning  service  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Cameron,  and  at  the 
evening  service  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Iowa.  Rev.  Virgil  Culpepper  is  pastor  of  the 
Cameron  church,  and  Rev.  E.  W.  Day  is  pastor 
at  Iowa. 

DR.  CARL  D.  STEWART,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Oriente  District  in  Cuba,  was 
guest  speaker  at  both  worship  services  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Sunday, 
October  14.  He  spoke  to  the  adult  classes  in  a 
joint  session  held  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church 
at  the  Church  School  hour.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


TOMMY  PITTS,  a  member  of  the  St.  Paul’s 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Sterlington  Methodist  Church  for 
the  Laymen’s  Day  Service.  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  GEORGE  HARKINS,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Clinton,  will  be  guest  preacher 
in  revival  services  at  the  Tickfaw  Methodist 
Church,  October  28-November  2,  where  Rev. 
Paul  Carrol  is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  w.  MATTHEWS,  pastor  of  the  Algiers 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  was  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  at  the  St.  James 
Methodist  Church  of  Marrero,  the  week  of  Oc¬ 
tober  14.  Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby  is  pastor. 

DR.  DANA  DAWSON,  JR.,  will  give  an  il¬ 
luminated  lecture  on  his  recent  trip  to  Pales¬ 
tine,  showing  color  slides  of  pictures  he  made  in 
order  to  share  the  trip  with  members  of  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  where  he  is 
pastor,  Sunday  night,  October  28. 

PAUL  TAYLOR  was  guest  speaker  in  Laymen’s 
Day  Services  at  the  Pineville  Methodist 
Church,  Sunday,  October  21.  The  program  was 
under  the  direction  of  M.  M.  Butler,  who  was 
the  speaker  for  the  evening  service.  Rev.  John 
F.  Kilpatrick  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  ROBERT  PEYTON,  pastor  of  the  Arcadia 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in  re¬ 
vival  services  held  at  Grace  Methodist  Chuich, 
Ruston,  October  15-19.  A.  E.  Tellinghuisen  led 
the  singing.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


REV.  JACK  MIDYETT,  pastor  of  the  Haynes- 
ville  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  first  fall  supper  meeting  of  the  Methodise 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  Wednesday,  October  17.  Rev.  Jolly  B. 
Harper  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Sunday 
morning  services,  October  14,  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Logansport,  the  Rev  J.  B. 
Grambling  pastor.  Dr.  Mickle  spoke  on  the  topic, 
“The  World  Outlook  of  the  Christian  College  . 


JS.  DAVIS,  principal  of  the  Swartz  Grammar 
School  of  Monroe,  was  the.  speaker  for  the 
Laymen’s  Day  Service  in  First  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  Sunday,  October  21.  Mr.  Davis  is  a 
member  of  the  church  and  is  also  substitute 
teacher  for  the  Anna  Gray  Noe  Class.  Dr.  G.  W. 
Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


J.  T.  CAMPBELL  was  speaker  at  the  Laymen’s 
Day  Service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  Sunday,  October  21.  Eugene  Frazier  was 
in  charge  of  the  service.  Hugh  Greer  led  the 
responsive  reading,  and  Nick  Love  read  the 
scripture  lesson.  Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

OPEN  HOUSE  will  be  held  at  the  new  Baton 
Rouge  District  Parsonage  from  3:00  to  9:00 
p  m  Thursday,  November  1.  The  parsonage  is 
located  at  4044  South  Ramsey  Drive  in  Baton 


REV.  CLYDE  T.  SHAW,  pastor  of  Wesley 
Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria,  was  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  co-sponsored  by  the 
Belah  and  Eden  Methodist  Churches,  and  held 
at  the  Eden  church,  October  1-8.  Prayer  groups 
for  different  ages  were  held  each  night  prior  to 
the  evening  worship  service.  Rev.  Champ  Breed¬ 
en,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Belah-Eden  Charge. 

MRS.  ROUNTREE,  Parker  Turner,  Charles 
Harris  and  Paul  Hammonds  will  be  delegates 
from  the  Gilbert  Methodist  Church  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  in  Monroe,  November  26.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  Gilbert  Church  will 
meet  with  the  Beouf  Prairie  W.S.C.S.  for  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  “Quiet  Day”  during  the  Week  of 
Prayer  and  Self  Denial,  October  25-31.  Rev.  J.  W. 
Boyd,  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Gilbert  Church. 

REV.  DONALD  M.  RISINGER,  pastor  of  the 
Homer  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Minden,  Oc¬ 
tober  15.  He  spoke  on  the  aims  and  purposes 
of  Methodist  men.  Special  guest  at  the  meeting 
was  Dr.  Carl  Stewart,  missionary  to  Cuba,  who 
spoke  briefly.  Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

A.  C.  VORAN,  director  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Choir;  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
Stadium  Shows  subcommittee  of  the  1956  United 
Fund  Campaign  of  Caddo  and  Bossier  Parish. 
Solicitation  is  now  under  way  toward  reaching 
this  year’s  goal  of  $817,511  for  the  operation  of 
31  agencies  which  comprise  the  United  Fund. 
The  current  drive  rolls  31  fund-raising  cam¬ 
paigns  into  one  big  drive. 

THE  INDEBTEDNESS  on  the  brick  parsonage 
at  Ferriday  has  been  reduced  to  $3,600.  This 
’  responsibility  is  being  met  with  regular  monthly 
payments.  Plans  are  now  being  made  for  air- 
conditioning  the  parsonage  by  next  summer. 
Both  the  Ferriday  and  Clayton  Churches  have, 
subscribed  to  the  new  Methodist  magazine  TO¬ 
GETHER  under  the  all-family  plan,  making  a 
total  of  152  subscriptions,  according  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen. 

REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY,  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  who  resides  in  West 
Monroe,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Bastrop,  Sunday  morning, 
September  30.  Charles  Strong,  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe  and  a 
licensed  preacher,  brought  the  evening  message. 
He  is  a  senior  at  West  Monroe  High  School. 
Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman,  pastor  of  the  church, 
was  on  vacation. 

REV.  ROY  GRANT,  pastor  of  the  Ringgold 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in  re¬ 
vival  services  held  in  the  Park  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  October  7-14.  Congrega¬ 
tional  singing  was  led  by  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond,  pastor 
of  the  North  Highlands  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  accompanied  by  Miss  Hazel  Daniels 
at  the  organ.  Special  music  each  night  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bond,  the  Park  Avenue  choir, 


the  youth  choir,  duets  and  quartets.  Rev.  Doug¬ 
las  L.  McGuire  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  CARL  D.  STEWART,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Oriente  District  in  Cuba,  was 
guest  preacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  Sunday,  October  14.  Dr.  Stewart  is  also 
Treasurer  and  Legal  Representative  of  the  Cuba 
Mission,  and  pastor  of  the  Holguin  Church,  and 
has  served  our  church  in  Cuba  since  1931.  First 
Church  in  Minden,  where  Rev.  Dan  R.  Robinson 
is  pastor,  helps  to  pay  the  salary  of  Dr.  Stewart, 
through  the  missionary  Advance  Special  program 
of  the  church. 

DR.  E.  K.  MEANS,  retired  member  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference,  who  resides  in  Mon¬ 
roe,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  Oak  Ridge  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  September  30,  for  both 
services.  Brass  altar  vases  and  candle  holders 
were  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Mary  Elizabeth 
Barham  at  the  morning  service.  Miss  Barham 
was  a  college  student  at  the  time  of  her  death 
several  years  ago.  Dr.  Means  was  her  pastor  at 
that  time.  Mary  Elizabeth  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Barham  of  Oak  Ridge.  Rev. 
James  M.  Poole  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

A  FUND  RAISING  campaign  for  a  new  church 
building  was  initiated  by  the  Indian  Mound 
Bethel  Methodist  Church,  at  a  banquet  at  Camp 
Istrouma,  Thursday,  October  11.  Rev.  Karl 
Tooke,  Director  of  Stewardship  Promotion,  is  in 
charge  of  the  campaign  plans  which  included  a 
homecoming  day  at  the  church,  Sunday,  October 
14.  Leroy  Shaffett  is  general  chairman  of  the 
program  and  presided  at  the  opening  banquet. 
The  building  program  was  first  begun  by  the 
late  Rev.  Van  Carter,  known  to  many  in  Louis¬ 
iana  as  “Uncle  Van”.  The  present  pastor,  Rev. 
T.  J.  Smith,  along  with,  the  Bethel  congregation, 
is  continuing  the  campaign. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  began  a  series  of  Sun¬ 
day  evening  services  at  the  North  Highlands 
Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  October  7.  He  spoke 
on  his  recent  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  and  the 
Middle  East.  During  the  month  of  October, 
other  speakers  will  lead  the  special  services. 
Miss  Iris  Reaves  will  lead  a  group  of  Centenary 
College  Choir  members  reporting  on  their  tour  of 
Japan  and  Korea  this  summer.  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  executive  secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Education,  will  present 
slides  taken  during  a  recent  Holy  Land  tour. 
Closing  the  series,  October  28,  Mrs.  Claude 
Cochrane  of  Shreveport* will  tell  of  her  world 
tour  completed  this  year.  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

MRS.  ADA  PARKER  BROWN  passed  away 
October  13,  1955,  at  the  home  of  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Aleck  Spiess,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  She 
attended  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
and  was  sent  by  the  Methodist  Mission  Board  to 
Brazil  where  she  and  Ada  May  Stewart  oper¬ 
ated  a  Boarding  School  for  girls  at  Perropolis. 
She  taught  there  for  five  years  and  came  back 
to  the  United  States  because  of  the  ill  health  of 
her  mother  and  father.  She  married  William 
Marvin  Brown,  and  after  his  death  about  three 
years  ago,  made  her  home  with  her  daughter. 
She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Aleck 
Spiess,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada;  one  son,  Henry  New¬ 
ton  Brown,  Monahans,  Texas;  three  brothers, 
Rev.  George  D.  Parker,  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
Joseph  A.  Parker  of  Butte,  Montana,  and  Charles 
S.  Parker  of  Aberdeen,  Washington. 

THE  ERECTION  of  a  new  parsonage,  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  present  education  building,  and 
a  new  or  remodeled  sanctuary  are  included  in  a 
proposed  $250,000  building  program  of  the  De- 
Ridder  Methodist  Church.  The  parsonage  will  be 
built  in  the  Twin  Lakes  section  of  the  city  and 
will  cost  $25,000.  The  lot  for  this  building  was 
donated  to  the  church  by  J.  H.  Cain  and  L.  C. 
Lee.  The  proposed  wing  for  the  educational 
building  will  cost  $50,000  and  $175,000  is  allotted 
for  the  sanctuary.  The  plan  calls  for  the  erection 
and  complete  payment  of  all  the  buildings  within 
six  years.  A  Vote  by  members  of  the  church  was 
taken  on  the  construction  program,  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  14.  Rev.  James  W.  Whitaker,  pastor, 
preached  at  the  morning  service,  and  Rev. 
Leonard  Cooke,  vice-president  of  Centenary 
College,  preached  at  the  evening  service. 
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Homer  Now  In  New  Educational  Building 


Pictured  above  is  the  new  $250,000  Educational  Building  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Homer.  The  building  was  opened  with  special  services 
on  Sunday  morning,  August  5,  at  which  time  Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas,  New 
Orleans,  former  Homer  pastor,  delivered  the  sermon.  The  building  includes 
the  church  office,  pastor’  study,  chapel,  church  parlor,  and  class  and 
assembly  rooms  for  children  and  youth,  through  age  24. 

Open  house  was  held  for  the  building  on  Sunday  afternoon  from  3:00  to 
6:00  p.m.  at  which  time  many  members  and  friends  visited  the  building. 
Rev.  Donald  M.  Risinger  is  the  Homer  pastor.  (Additional  story  on  Homer 
on  page  12) 


MONROE  DISTRICT 
LAYMEN’!*!  RETREAT 

(Continued  jrom  page  1) 

emphasizing  the  following  points: 
1.  Organize  prayer  cells  in  which 
four  men  pray  each  day  for  each 
other;  2.  Pray  for  the  pastor  every¬ 
day;  3.  Use  influence  to  get  people 
to  attend  church;  4.  Read  the  Bible 
every  day. 

On  Sunday  Judge  V.  M.  Mouser, 
Columbia,  gave  the  morning  watch. 
After  breakfast  C.  P.  Chisholm,  of 
the  First  Church,  West  Monroe,  held 
a  discussion  on  the  1000  Club  and 
its  potential  greatness.  Mr.  Chis¬ 
holm  stated  he  is  making  an  effort 
to  tell  the  1000  Club  story  to  every 
charge  in  the  Monroe  District  and 
it  is  gaining  new  membership 
every  week;  however,  response  to 
join  has  not  been  near  as  good  as 
it  should  be. 

For  the  Sunday  morning  Sunday 
school  lesson  Mike  John,  First 
Church,  Monroe,  was  the  teacher. 

The  retreat  was  declared  to  be  a 
great  success  by  all  and  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  make  it  an  annual  affair. 


Evangelistic  Services 
At  Palmetto 

The  Palmetto  Methodist  Church 
conducted  a  week  of  evangelistic 
services  which  began  on  Sunday 
night,  October  14.  Rev.  Dan  Toh- 
line,  pastor  of  the  Church  Poiht 
Methodist  Church,  delivered  the 
first  message  on  Sunday  night  and 
was  the  song  leader  for  the  rest  of 
the  services. 

Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  pastor  of  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church,  LaFay- 
ette,  was  the  evangelist  for  the  rest 
of  the  services  delivering  messages 
each  evening  through  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  21. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Walton,  Opelousas,  and 
Mrs.  Florence  Bailey,  Melville, 
served  as  pianists  for  the  services. 
Rev.  Ollie  L.  Golson,  Jr.,  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Palmetto  Methodist 
Church. 


BOULDER  BLOCKS 
HYKSOS  TOMB  DOOR 

Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  Hebrew  Uni¬ 
versity  archaeologists  working  to 
uncover  what  they  believe  will  be 


Pictured  above  are  persons  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  first  annual  Methodist's 
Mens  Retreat  of  the  Monroe  District,  held  at  Camp  Cheniin-A-Haut  on  September  29th 
and  30th.  They  are  left  to  right,  standing:  Jack  Warren,  Bastrop;  W.  B.  Glover,  Asso¬ 
ciate  District  Lay  Leader,  Winnsboro;  Onar  Perry,  Associate  District  Lay  Leader, 
Bastrop;  Robert  Lay,  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader;  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  District 
Superintendent,  Monroe  District;  Thomas  A.  Pitt,  Associate  District  Lay  Leader,  Monroe; 
^ated:  Norman  Rushing,  District  Lay  Leader,  West  Monroe;  Mike  John,  Monroe; 
Kenneth  Adams,  song  leader,  West  Monroe;  Charlie  Chisholm,  district  director  of  1000 
Club;  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis,  President  of  Hendrix  College;  and  Judge  V.  M.  Mouser,  Columbia. 


OCTOBER  25,  1956 


Two  Gueydan  Members  Enter  Full-Time  Service 


Bethel  Church  In 
Financial  Drive  For 
Building 

The  Bethel  Methodist  Church 
fund-raising  campaign  was  officially 
started  with  a  family  night  kick-off 
banquet  at  the  Istrouma  Scout  Camp 
on  Thursday  night,  October  11.  The 
goal  for  this  campaign  is  to  raise 
$30,000  over  a  period  of  156  weeks. 
Approximately  90  persons  attended 
the  banquet  and  raised  over  $10,000 
in  cash  and  pledges.  The  Bethel 
congregation  has  in  hand  approx¬ 
imately  $17,000  in  cash  and  when 
it  reaches  $35,000  cash  construction 
can  begin.  Total  cost  of  the  building 
and  equipment  is  estimated  at  $60,- 
000. 

Guest  speaker  at  the  banquet  was 
the  Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor,  Pastor  of 
Blackwater  Methodist  Church. 

This  campaign  was  outlined  by 
the  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  head  of  Stew¬ 
ardship  and  Evangelism  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Leroy  Shaf- 
fett  is  general  chairman  and  Jimmy 
Kelley  is  chairman  of  the  solicita¬ 
tion  committee.  " 

Homecoming  services  were  held 
at  Bethel,  Sunday,  October  14,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ted 
Smith.  Following  the  morning  serv¬ 
ices,  a  basket  lunch  was  spread  for 
members  and  friends  of  the  church. 


the  first  unopened  royal  tomb  of 
the  Hyksos  period  ever  discovered 
reported  they  have  been  temporar¬ 
ily  balked  by  a  huge  limestone 
boulder  blocking  the  tomb  door 
about  19  feet  below  ground. 

The  site  is  in  the  area  of  the 
Biblical  town  of  Tel  Hazor  in 
northern  Galilee. 

Workmen  are  now  chipping  the 
boulder  to  bits  since  dynamiting 
has  been  ruled  out  because  of  the 
possible  damage  to  relics  and  rec¬ 
ords  which  may  be  found  in  the 
tomb. 

Efforts  to  reach  the  tomb’s  in¬ 
nermost  chamber  through  a  newly- 
found  narrow  ventilation  chamber 
proved  fruitless,  the  archoeologists 


Two  members  of  the 
First  Methodist 
Church,  Gueydan, 
have  entered  full  time 
Christian  service.  Miss 
Velma  Lea  Hair,  who 
is  employed  by  the 
Woman’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of 
Missions,  has  been  assigned  recently 
to  the  Jesse  Lee  Home  in  Seward, 
Alaska,  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
The  other  member  is  Charles  Rich¬ 
ard  Hoffpauir,  who  was  recently 
licensed  (to  preach,  and  is  now  en¬ 
rolled  in  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  S.M.U.,  Dallas,  Texas. 

According  to  the  pastor  of  these 
two  young  people,  Rev.  Sidney 
Seegers,  Miss  Hair  has  been  very 
active  in  church  and  community 
work.  She  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Gueydan  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  and  served  as  its  first 
president.  She  was  chosen  twice  as 
the  Woman  of  the 
Year  in  Gueydan.  She 
is  a  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Louisi¬ 
ana  College,  and  re¬ 
ceived  her  MA  degree 
in  history  from  LSU. 
She  left  recently  by 
plane  for  Seattle  and 
will  go  from  there  to 
Seward  by  bus. 

Mr.  Hoffpauir  has  also  been  very 
active  in  church  work,  according  to 
his  pastor.  He  has  participated  in 
the  youth  program  of  the  church 
and  last  summer  served  as  director 
of  the  Gueydan  Youth  Activity 
Week  program.  A  graduate  of  LSU 
he  was  a  member  of  several  honor¬ 
ary  fraternities  and  student  organ¬ 
izations.  He  has  preached  several 
times  in  his  home  church.  He  was 
recently  assigned  to  work  with  the 
Richardson  Methodist  Church,  Dal¬ 
las,  as  a  student  Pastor. 

“This  church  is  proud  of  these  two 
members  of  the  church  family,”  Rev. 
Mr.  Seegers  concluded. 

said. 

They  said  that  diggers  found  evi¬ 
dences  of  an  extensive  canal  system 
around  the  tomb,  lending  additional 
support  to  their  belief  that  it  is  a 
royal  burial  place. 


Colfax  Youth  Receiving  God  And  Country  Award 


Gordon  Randolph,  Jr., 

Life  Scout  of  Troop  168, 

Colfax,  recently  received 
the  God  and  Country  A- 
ward  at  one  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  services  of  the  Colfax 
Methodist  Church,  which 
sponsors  the  troop.  Rev. 

Clark  W.  Bell,  pastor  of 
the  Colfax  Methodist 
Church,  made  the  pres¬ 
entation. 

According  to  Rev.  Mr. 

Bell,  Gordon,  who  has 
been  a  member  of  the 
troop  for  three  years, 
spent  over  a  year  work¬ 
ing  on  the  award.  The 
award  is  given  to  Boy 
Scouts  who  cooperate 
with  their  pastors  in 
passing  certain  require¬ 
ments  in  church  work 
such  as  giving  evidence 
of  Christian  faith,  Chris¬ 
tian  Witness,  Christian 
World  Outreach,  and 
C  h  r  i  s  t  ian  Citizenship. 

Special  service  projects  are  re-  preparing  worship  centers,  and  car- 
quired:  distributing  bulletins,  and 
literature,  doing  errands  for  the 


rying  out  other  assignments  in  a 


church,  repairing  church  equipment,  church  program. 
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NLR  FIRST  CHURCH 
IN  FALL  RETREAT 


The  Youth  Fellowship  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  North  Little 
Rock,  held  its  annual  fall  retreat 
called  “The  Fall  Round-Up”,  at 
Aldersgate. 

Eighty  MYF’ers  left  the  church  at 
2:30  p.m.  Saturday,  October  13,  for 
a  day  and  night  of  spiritual  enrich¬ 
ment,  Christian  fellowship  and  fun, 
and  returned  after  lunch  Sunday. 
The  purpose  of  the  retreat  was  to 
plan  the  MYF  programs  for  the 
next  six  months. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  retreat  was 
Bill  Roseberry,  a  member  of  the-' 
church. — Pat  Duncan,  reporter 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Grace  Curtiss 

The  Grace  Curtiss  Sub-District 
met  Monday  evening,  October  8,  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Para- 
gould.  Group  singing,  a  buzz  ses¬ 
sion  and  refreshments  of  milk  and 
dough-nuts'  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  evening  program  was  based 
on  a  pledge  service,  with  each 
church  making  a  pledge  to  the  MY 
Fund.  A  total  of  $417  was  pledged. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  November 
12  at  Marmaduke. — Reporter 


W.  F.  Cooley 

The  W.  F.  Cooley  Sub-District  met 
Monday  night,  October  1,  at  Potts- 
ville.  Miss  Carol  Cooley  and  Miss 
Twyla  were  in  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  on  “Alcoholism”. 

Relay  games  and  refreshments, 
directed  and  furnished  by  the  Potts- 
ville  MYF,  were  enjoyed  by  every¬ 
one  present. — Glenna  Jo  Elliott,  re¬ 
porter 


Ruston-East 

The  Ruston-East  Sub-District  met 
Monday  evening,  October  15,  at  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston, 
with  approximately  90  young  people 
in  attendance.  Danny  Steere,  pres¬ 
ident,  presided  at  the  meeting. 

Chatham  ^von  the  attendance  a- 
ward  for  the  third  consecutive  time, 
it  was  announced  by  Lillian  Blondia, 
secretary. 

Among  items  of  business  discussed 
were  proposals  for  a  new  project  for 
the  year. 

After  the  program  presentation 
by  the  Trinity  Church  MYF,  re¬ 
freshments  were  served  and  the 
sub-district  newspaper  was  distri¬ 
buted. — Betty  Wilder,  Reporter 


University  Christian 
Mission 
Announced 

New  York,  N.  Y.  (N.C.) — A  pro¬ 
gram  which  will  send  out  an  aver¬ 
age  of  12  to  *15  teams  of  top  Prot¬ 
estant  clergy  and  laymen  to  conduct 
evangelical  campaigns  on  some  300 
college  campuses  each  academic 
year,  called  the  University  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission,  has  been  announced 
by  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es.  Rev.  L.  Paul  Jaquith,  Madison, 
Wis.,  was  named  last  week  as  di¬ 
rector  of  the  program.  Dr.  Jaquith 
is  the  director  of  Wesley  Foundation 
of  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin. 

A  native  of  Oregon,  Dr.  Jaquith 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

Water 

We  who  live  in  the  land  of  lakes 
may  find  it  difficult  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  water  in  an  arrid  land 
like  the  lands  of  the  Bible.  We 
wander  across  the  kitchen  to  the 
sink,  turn  the  faucet,  and  take  for 
granted  the  water  will  sally  forth  in 
any  quantity  we  desire.  We  don’t 
have  to  go  very  far  to  find  a  body 
of  water  large  enough  for  swimming 
and  fishing  because  a  thoughtful 
providence  has  “built  the  shore  so 
near  the  ocean.”  Water,  water, 
everywhere,  most  of  the  time  and 
we  take  it  for  granted. 

Not  so  the  fellows  of  ancient  time 
as  reported  in  the  Old  Testament. 
Tgke  the  experience  of  Isaac,  for 
instance,  as  reported  in  Genesis  26. 
He  was  a  herdsman  and  farmer  who 
lived  more  than  fifteen  centuries  be¬ 
fore  Christ.  Water  was  just  about 
the  most  important  factor  in  de¬ 
termining  success  and  failure,  life 
and  death,  for  him  and  his  people, 
not  to  mention  their  livestock.  It 
was  so  important  that  water  or  its 
absence  determined  the  location  of 
settlements,  and  a  good  oasis  in  the 
desert  land  often  became  the  cause 
for-  conflict  and  fighting  among 
tribes. 

So  most  of  the  brethren  belonged 
to  the  fellowship  of  well- diggers.  In 
fact  they  had  to  find  or  to  dig  wells 
in  order  to  keep  alive.  This  man 
Isaac  seemed  to  spend  a  good  bit  of 
his  time  locating  or  digging  wells 
so  his  people  and  his  flocks  could 
live.  He  got  into  conflicts  here  and 
there  with  some  folks  called  Phil¬ 
istines.  That  was  not  new.  His 
father,  Abraham,  had  had  some  sim¬ 
ilar  trouble.  In  fact  these  yokels 
had  stopped  up  some  perfectly  good 
wells  which  Abraham  had  dug.  And 
Isaac  remembered  this  when  he  got 
into  a  hassle  with  the  Philistines 
over  water-rights.  So  he  trotted 
down  to  Gerar  (near  the  present 
Gaza  strip)  and  there  he  dug  again 
the  wells  which  his  enemies.,  had 
filled  up  years  before.  Since  his 
father  had  dug  them  originally,  none 
could  challenge  the  right  of  Isaac 
to  use  any  water  he  could  get  from 
them.  — • 

Now,  why  bring  this  up?  Mainly 
because  I  think  it’s  pretty  important 
for  today’s  youth  to  see  its  link  with 
the  past,  and  Isaac  offers  a  good  case 
in  point.  When  he  faced  the  real 
need  of  providing  for  the  present 
generation,  he  turned  back  to  proven 
source.  He  honored  the  past  by  using 
its  resources.  He  acknowledged  the 
importance  of  tradition  by  seeing 
that  progress  includes  restoration. 

To  a  generation  that  thinks  only 
the  latest  model  is  modern,  only  the 
newest  is  worthy  of  attention,  this 
action  of  Isaac  is  like  the  cool  re¬ 
freshing  drink  of  water  which  he 
was  seeking  in  his  father’s  well. 
Sometimes  today  our  best  progress 
comes  as  we  restore  old  losses  or 


has  been  in  Wesley  Foundation 
work  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
since  1951,  and  was  formerly  in  the 
pastorate  of  The  Methodist  Church 
in  Washington  state  and  Oregon.  He 
was  formerly  president  of  both  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and  the 
Methodist  Student  Movement  in 
Oregon. 


LR  Conference  Schedules  Youth  Rally 
At  Arkadelphia 


The  Rev.  Neyland  Hester,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Lan¬ 
caster,  Tex.,  will  be  the  platform 
speaker  at  the  Youth  Rally. 


1,200  Expected 
To  Meet  Nov.  1 

By  Methodist  Information 

An  attendance  goal  of  1,200  has 
been  set  for  the  youth  rally  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  which  will  be  held  at 
Henderson  State  Teachers  College, 
Arkadelphia,  Nov.  1. 

Theme  for  the  one-day  session  is 
“The  Methodist  Youth  Fund,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  John  Hassler, 
Little  Rock,  Conference  Youth  Di¬ 
rector. 

Principal  speaker  for  the  rally 
will  be  the  Rev.  Neyland  Hester, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Lancaster,  Tex.,  who  has 
served  as  president  on  every  level 
of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship, 
from  the  local  church  to  the  national 
organization.  He  served  as  youth 


recover  old  gains.  But  we  face  a 
two-fold  form. of  duty:  to  re-win 
the  old  gains  which  may  have  been 
lost,  and  also  to  win  new  gains  that 
were  not  possible  in  previous  gen¬ 
erations. 

Youth  need  to  sense  our  gener¬ 
ations  rootage  in  the  past  and  ac¬ 
cept  the  rich  contribution  which 
tradition  arid  heritage  have  to  offer 
for  vital  living  in  the  present. 


We  are  beginning  to  accept  the 
rumors  of  war  as  a  part  of  our 
daily  chore,  much  as  the  frontiers- 
main  who  tilled  his  cornfield  and 
potato  patch  with  a  gum  nearby; 
even  with  the  growing  nonchalance 
or  fatalism  of  the  farmer  who  cul¬ 
tivates  the  lava  dust  on  the  edge 
of  Mt.  Vesuvius. — A.  M.  Sullivan, 
“Eight  Signposts — One  Destina¬ 
tion,”  Dun’s  Review,  5-’53. 


editor  of  the  “Christian  Advocate”, 
and  was  at  one  time,  managing  edi¬ 
tor  of  “Power”  and  “Concern”, 
Methodist  youth  magazines.  He-  will 
speak  at  both  the  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  sessions. 

The  Wesley  Players  of  Henderson 
State  will  present  a  program  follow¬ 
ing  workshops  which  will  be  held 
during  the  afternoon  for  MYF  pres¬ 
idents,  Christian  outreach  chairmen, 
treasurers,  and  adult  workers.  Ses¬ 
sions  are  also  scheduled  on  church 
related  vocations,  and  variety  pro¬ 
grams. 

Those  who  will  conduct  the  work¬ 
shops  in  addition  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hassler  are:  J.  Russell  Henderson, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Thompson,  Dr.  Fred  R. 
Harrison,  the  Rev.  James  Major,  and 
Mrs.  V.  B.  Story,  all  of  Little  Rock; 
and  Mrs.  Milton  Teague  and  Miss 
Polly  Lassiter,  Arkadelphia. 

Registration  will  begin  at  10  a.m., 
and  the  rally  will  end  at  8  p.m. 


Officers  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  MYF  are  pictured,  left  to  right, 
front  row:  Joe  White,  Little  Rock,  president;  Dixie  Hillman,  Stuttgart, 
chairman  of  fellowship  committee;  Mary  Ruth  Price,  Dumas,  secretary;  and 
Darrall  Smith,  Hot  Springs,  chairman  of  Christian  witness  committee.  Bach 
row,  left  to  right:  John  Walker,  Fordyce,  vice  president;  Warren  Taylor, 
El  Dorado,  chairman  of  the  citizenship  committee;  Irene  Thornton,  Hope, 
chairman  of  the  Christian  outreach  committee;  and  the  Rev.  John  Hassler, 
Little  Rock,  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Work. 

Officers  not  pictured  include:  Sharron  Laessig,  Little  Rock,  publicit y; 
Jim  Robnolt,  Carlisle,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  faith;  and  Mrs.  Dewey 
Derrick,  Little  Rock,  treasurer. 
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DISTRICT  SEMINARS 
New  Orleans  District 

The  12th  annual  educational  sem¬ 
inar  of  the  New  Orleans  District 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  was  held  October  11  at  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church. 

Miss  Eulah  L.  Cato,  president  of 
the  hostess  society,  announces  that 
13  churches  were  represented  by 
the  several  hundred  people  present. 
Mrs.  Edith  Gelbke  was  in  charge 
of  registration. 

Mrs.  Olga  Hurst  was  chairman  of 
the  luncheon.  The  afternoon  pro¬ 
gram  included  a  workshop  for  cir¬ 
cle  and  program  leaders. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Pirsig,  district  secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Education  and 
Service,  was  the  seminar  director. 

Miss  Winnie  Tillotson,  secretary 
of  the  Gretna  Church  Activities 
was  chairman  of  arrangements. 


Fort  Smith  District 

The  Annual  Educational  Seminar 
for  the  Fort  Smith  District  was  held 
September  21  at  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Van  Buren,  with  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Wilson,  district  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education,  presiding  ov¬ 
er  the  sessions. 

The  theme,  “O  Come,  Let  Us 
Adore  Him”  was  beautifully  illu¬ 
strated  in  the  worship  center  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Mrs.  Charles  White. 
Guest  registration  was  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  O.  W.  Bohannon;  Mrs.  J. 
Y.  Dollar  and  Mrs.  Joe  Jerys  served 
as  ushers. 

The  opening  worship  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Jesse  Johnson,  district  sec¬ 
retary  of  Spiritual  Life,  who  later 
presented  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local 
Churches.”  The  dramatic  playlet, 4 
“The  Greatest  of  These,”  by  Mary 
C.  Tipps  featured  Mrs.  Phil  Holder, 
Mrs.  Harry  Freeman  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Hardcastle. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Hoggard,  district  sec¬ 
retary  of  Literature  and  Publica¬ 
tions  gave  an  interesting  introduc¬ 
tion  to  Literature  for  1956-57,  and 
during  the  lunch  hour  was  in 
charge  of  sale  of  literature. 

Mrs.  Robert  Gregg,  promotion 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  Sam  Roberts, 
district  president,  presented  the 
study  “Southeast  Asia,”  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  skit  by  Mrs.  Roberts,  Mrs. 
Gregg,  Mrs.  Edgar  Bethell,  Mrs. 
Bob  Sessions  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Cor¬ 
nelius. 

The  study  of  “Youth  in  a  Respon¬ 
sible — A  Christian’s  Concern”  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  K.  W.  Keltner 
who  concluded  her  talk  by  intro¬ 
ducing  a  panel  discussion  on 
“Teaching  Our  Children  About 
God,”  led  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  McKennon, 
Sr. 

Mrs.  Gene  Davidson,  district  vice- 
president,  introduced  the  program 
and  worship  booklets,  “The  Islands 
Await  His  Word.”  Mrs.  James  El¬ 
more,  district  secretary  of  Student 
work,  presented  the  study,  “Mission 
Field  U.S.A.”  and  included  a  panel 
discussion  led  by  Mrs.  William  Pen¬ 
dleton. 

The  same  officers  presented  the 
Program  in  the  evening  for  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Mrs. 
Galen  Gossett  presided  at  this  pro¬ 
gram  which  included  a  short  offi¬ 
cers  training  session. — Mrs.  R.  S. 
Wilson. 


ARKANSAS -LOUISIANA  AREA 


World  Community  Day 
Friday,  November  2,  1956 


When  10,000,000  American  Prot¬ 
estant  church  women  observe 
“World  Community  Day”  on  Fri¬ 
day,  November  2,  the  subject  of 
their  discussion  will  be  on  the  UN 
Declaration  on  Human  Rights,  and 
its  pronouncement  to  the  world 
that  “All  human  beings  are  born 
free  and  equal  in  dignity  and 
rights.”  The  Day  is  to  be  observed 
under  plans  made  by  the  United 
Church  Women,  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  organization  of  Protestant 
women  of  the  larger  churches  of 
the  nation,  and  affiliated  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Mrs. 
J.  Birdsall  Calkings,  of  Alexandria, 
Va.,  is  chairman  of  the  observance 
for  the  year  1956.  Implementing  the 


Declaration  paragraph  that  “All 
human  beings  .  .  .  should  act  to¬ 
ward  one  another  in  the  spirit  of 
brotherhood,”  the  women  will 
make  practical  offerings  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  suffering  peoples  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Among  other  things, 
the  World  Community  Day  offer¬ 
ings  will  provide:  seeds  and  plows 
for  Greek  and  Austrian  refugees; 
clinics  and  midwife  classes  for  Pal¬ 
estinian  refugees;  anti-tuberculosis 
drugs  to  battle  this  disease  in  In¬ 
dia,  Pakistan,  and  Korea;  a  million 
vitamin  tablets  for  Kikuyu  children 
in  Kenya,  Africa — orphaned  by  the 
Mau  Mau  terrorists;  clothing,  drugs 
and  blankets  to  flood  sufferers  in 
Asia  and  in  America. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

During  October  there  is  being 
celebrated  the  70th  anniversary  of 
an  educational  institution  whose 
history  is  a  record  of  triumph  over 
incredible  tragedy.  Hiroshima 
Girls’  School,  Hiroshima,  Japan,  an 
institution  of  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Missions,  was  opened 
in  the  autumn  of  1886  in  rented 
rooms,  grew  in  work  and  influence 
through  the  years,  was  destroyed  in 
1945,  and  todfiy — rebuilt  and  still 
growing — continues  its  work.  It 
was  the  first  atom  bomb  which  de¬ 
stroyed  the  school,  on  August  6, 
1945.  By  that  time  Hiroshima  Girls’ 
School  had  developed  into  an  in¬ 
stitution  with  two  departments — 
high  school  and  college — and  an 
enrollment  of  over  900  girls.  When 
the  bomb  fell  on  that  summer 
morning  it  killed  350  students  and 
totally  demolished  the  buildings. 
Three  months  after  the  bomb  fell 
the  school  had  rented  four  class¬ 
rooms  of  a  partly-destroyed  gram¬ 
mar  school  and  started  all  over 
again,  with  less  than  100  students. 
One  year  to  the  day  after  the  bomb 


fell,  the  school  dedicated  new,  tem¬ 
porary  buildings  on  the  site  of  the 
ones  destroyed.  Two  ■  years  to  the 
day  after  the  bomb  fell,  the  school 
dedicated  new  senior  high  school 
buildings.  Today  Hiroshima  Girls’ 
School  has  an  enrollment  of  1,000 
in  its  high  school  and  350  in  its  col¬ 
lege  department’s  new  buildings. 


OAK  FOREST  TO 
ENTERTAIN  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

The  midyear  executive  commit¬ 
tee  meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Socie¬ 
ty  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Xhurch  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  25,  26, 
at  the  Oak  Forest  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  according  to 
Mrs.  J.  Russell  Henderson,  presi¬ 
dent.  Rev.  George  Meyer  is  the  host 
pastor. 

Mrs.  Henderson,  Little  Rock,  said 
committees  on  summer  school,  fi¬ 
nance,  the  annual  conference  pro¬ 
gram,  and  missionary  personnel 
will  meet  prior  to  the  session  of  the 
executive  committee. 

Reports  on  the  various  phases  of 
Woman’s  Society  work  will  be  giv¬ 
en;  and  plans  will  be  made  for  the 
remainder  of  the  conference  year 


WEEK  OF  PRAYER 
WIDELY  OBSERVED 

Members  of  local  Woman’s  Soci¬ 
eties  of  Christian  Service  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guilds  will  partici¬ 
pate  during  the  last  week  of  Octo¬ 
ber  in  the  Week  of  Prayer  and 
Self-Denial  for  mission  projects  of 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions. 

This  week  has  been  an  annual 
observance  since  the  organization 
of  the  Woman’s  Division  and  the 
offerings  during  these  years  total 
over  four  million  dollars. 

Home  and  foreign  mission  pro¬ 
jects  chosen  as  recipients  of  the 
1956  offering  are  Holding  Institute, 
Laredo,  Texas,  and  the  training  of 
Christian  leaders  in  Burma,  the 
Philippines,  Sarawak  (British 
north  Bornea)  and  Sumatra  (Indo¬ 
nesia). 

Holding  Institute,  founded  in 
1883,  suffered  from  the  1954  flood 
of  the  Rio  Grande  River,  nine 
buildings  being  destroyed  and 
three  other  damaged.  Through  the 
years,  about  half  its  student  body 
has  come  from  Mexico  and  in 
some  years  as  many  as  sixteen  na¬ 
tionalities  have  been  represented 
by  its  students  from  Texas  towns 
and  cities. 

In  the  four  areas  of  Southeast 
Asia  additional  funds  are  needed 
to  conduct  training  programs  for 
pastors,  women’s  groups  and  youth. 

Recipients  of  the  1955  offering, 
which  totaled  $515,582.83,  were 
Bethlehem  Centers  in  Charlotte 
and  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.;  the 
School  of  Nursing  at  Vellore  Hos¬ 
pital,  Vellore,  India;  the  girls’  hos¬ 
tel  in  Monroia,  Liberia;  chapels  in 
Brazil  and  Korea;  and  a  social  and 
medical  center  in  Rangoon,  Burma. 


at  the  two-day  meeting. 

Conference  officers  who  will  re¬ 
port,  in  addition  to  Mrs.  Henderson, 
are:  vice  president,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Scott,  El  Dorado;  recording  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Arthur  Terry,  Little 
Rock;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Ver- 
hoeff,  Little  Rock;  and  secretaries 
of  the  following  lines  of  work:  pro¬ 
motion,  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie,  Pine 
Bluff;  missionary  education  and 
service,  Mrs.-  Glenn  Martel,  Mag¬ 
nolia;  Christian  social  relations, 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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CULTIVATION 


•  •  PROMOTION 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 


Plan  Now  For 
Area-Wide  Adult 
Convocation 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

It  is  not  too.  early  for  local 
churches  to  begin  making  their 
plans  to  have  a  good  representation 
of  adult  leaders  in  the  Area  Adult 
Convocation,  Little  Rock,  January 
4-6.  1957. 

One  local  church  carried  in  its 
bulletin  recently  a  suggestion  that 
church  school  classes  provide  the 
expenses  of  adult  workers  to  the 
convocation  as  a  Christmas  gift. 
Many  church  school  classes  will  be 
wanting  to  show  their  appreciation 
of  their  church  school  teacher  at 
Christimas  time.  We  think  this  a 
good  suggestion  for  adult  classes  to 
follow.  This  convocation  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  real  opportunity  for  enrich¬ 
ment  for  adult  teachers  and  other 
adult  workers. 

The  program  has  been  worked 
out  on  the  basis  of  providing  inspi¬ 
rational  messages,  discussion 
groups,  worship  services,  and  good 
periods  for  Christian  fellowship. 

We  hope  to  have  off  the  press 
soon  a  folder  giving  details  con¬ 
cerning  the  convocation  and  pro¬ 
viding  an  enrollment  form  for  reg¬ 
istering  for  the  convocation. 

This  folder  will  carry  a  list  of 
hotels  and  motels.  Each  person  is 
to  make  arrangements  for  a  place 
to  stay.  We  will  have  availble  at 
the  convocation  a  listing  of  eating 
places. 

There  will  be  a  registeration  fee 
of  $3.00  to  cover  the  expense  of  the 
convocation. 

Plan  now  to  have  the  adult 
group  of  your  local  church  well 
represented  in  the  Adult  Convoca¬ 
tion. 

NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 
New  Certifications 

The  following  additional  persons 
have  been  certified  for  the  course 
on  “Paul’s  Letters  to  Local 
Churches”:  Tom  Cowan  of  Heber 
Springs;  Mrs.  James  W.  Henderson 
of  Dardanelle;  J.  H.  Hoggard  of 
Fort  Smith; 

The  following  additional  persons 
have  been  certified  for  “Lesson 
Materials  in  Christian  Education  . 
Charles  Casteel,  Calico  Rock, 
George  Kleeb,  Hackett;  I.  L.  Claud, 
Marion;  E.  B.  Williams,  North 
Little  Rock. 

Church  School  Rally  Day 
Offerings 

We  continue  to  receive  splendid 
reports  on  Church  School  Rally 
Day.  The  following  offerings  have 
been  sent  in  since  our  last  report. 
Kensett,  $12.45;  Bono,  $2.50;  Hardy, 
$15.50;  Decatur,  $5.00;  Conway 
(First  Church),  $200.00;  Marvell, 
$10.00;  Gar  Greek,  $4.00;  Mel¬ 
bourne,  $10.00;  Branch,  $4.00; 
Pottsville,  $13.00;  Centerton,  $15. 
00;  Warren’s  Chapel,  $4.00;  Pruett’s 
Chapel,  $10.00;  Wilson,  $15.00; 
Huntsville,  $10.00;  Moorefield,  $20. 
00;  Piggott,  $35.00;  Rose  City,  $19. 
88'  Springdale  (Wesley),  $20.00; 
Cherry  Valley,  $10-00;  Central 
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OLDER  ADULTS  OF  TWO  LA.  DISTRICTS  HOLD  RALLY 


One  hundred  and  two  older  adults  of  the  Monroe 
and  Ruston  Districts  of  the  Louisiana  Conferense  at¬ 
tended  an  Older  Adult  Rally  on  September  26  at  Camp 
Alabama. 

The  activity  was  scheduled  from  10:00  a.m.  through 
2:30  p.m.,  and  featured  an  old  fashioned  dinner-on-the- 
ground.  The  r^lly  was  planned  by  the  older  adults  at 
the  Older  Camp  in  May  as  a  follow-up  mid-year  meet¬ 
ing.  Leaders  pronounced  it  a  great  success. 

Leaders  included  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  Ruston,  and 


Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Monroe,  directors,  Rev.  James  T.  Har¬ 
ris,  Monroe  District  Superintendent  who  delivered  the 
morning  sermon,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson, 
Shreveport,  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Details  of  the 
rally  including  promotion  and  food  supervision  were 
handled  by  the  Older  Adult  Group  of  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston. 

A  series  of  three  smaller  rallies  in  both  the  Monroe 
and  Ruston  Districts  were  planned  by  the  group,  and 
dates  for  next  year’s  older  adult  camp  set. 


AREA  CHURCH  SCHOOL  NEWS 


Church,  Fayetteville,  $200.00;  Mor¬ 
row,  $5.00;  Hartman,  $8.00;  St. 
John’s  (Van  Buren),  $25.00;  Plum- 
merville,  $15.00;  Greenbrier,  $15. 
00;  Scatter  Creek,  $2.50;  Waldron, 
$10.00;  Black  Fish  Lake,  $5.33; 
Salem  (Conway),  $7.00;  Mellwood, 
$7.05;  Beech  Grove,  $6.00;  Asbury 
(Batesville),  $9.75;  Van  Buren 
First  Church,  $50.00;  Huntington, 
$12.00;  Levy  (N.L.R.),  $35.00;  Five 
Oaks,  $3.00;  Oxford,  $5.50;  Newark, 
$5.00;  Oil  Trough,  $10.00;  Green 
Forest,  $15.00;  Biggers,  $5.00;  Yar- 
bro,  $22.76;  Aubrey,  $8.29;  City 
Heights  (Van  Buren),  $5.00;  Sul¬ 
phur  Storings,  $10.00. 

Baiesville  Area  Training  School 

A  four-unit  second-series  train¬ 
ing  school  is  being  planned  for  the 
churches  of  the  Batesville  area, 
November  11—15,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  courses  to  be  offered: 

“Finding  Your  Job”,  Rev.  James 
Clemons,  Conway. 

“Worker  of  the  Local  Church”, 
Dr.  Bond  Fleming,  Jackson,  Miss. 

“The  Acts  of  the  Apostles”,  Prof. 
Walter  A.  Hearn,  Columbia,  Mo. 

“Personal  Christian  Living”,  Ira 
A.  Brumley,  Conway. 

Training  School  For 
Bentonville-Rogers  Area 

Methodist  of  the'  Bentonville- 
Rogers  area  held  their  annual 
training  school  October  1-3  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Benton- 
ville,  with  three  courses  offered  for 
church  school  workers. 

A  course  “Youth  and  Responsi¬ 
bility”  was  taught  by  Rev.  Alfred 
A.  Knox,  Fort  Smith,  “Improving 
the  Church  School”  by  Dr.  Ira  A. 
Brumley,  Conway,  and  “The  Work 
of  the  Local  Church”  was  offered 
by  Rev.  Edwin  Dodson,  Siloam 
Springs.  Churches  in  Rogers,  Ben- 
tonville  and  the  Bentonville  cir¬ 
cuit,  Centerton,  Oakley  Chapel,  Mt. 
Hebron  and  Council  Grove  cooper¬ 
ated. 


Homer  Has 
Special  Rally  Day 
Service 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Dr.  Guy 
M.  Hicks,  and  many  other  visitors 
were  among  the  more  than  400  pre¬ 
sent  on  Sunday,  September  30,  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Homer, 
for  Rally  Day  services.  The  day 
featured  the  new  Educational 
Building,  recently  completed  and 
occupied  on  August  5,  which  cost 
$140,000.00  including  furnishings. 

Bishop  Martin  delivered  the  ser¬ 
mon  at  the  morning  congregational 
worship  service.  Rev.  Donald  M.  Ri- 
singer  is  the  pastor.  Lawson  Guice, 
Jr.,  is  the  Church  School  superin¬ 
tendent,  E.  W.  Gill,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  James  Kelly, 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board,  and 
H.  C.  McCalman,  Jr.,  chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee  for  the 
new  Educational  Building. 

Church  School 
Officers  Named  For 
Opelousas 

Mrs.  Hazel  Golson  was  installed 
as  superintendent  of  the  church 
school  of  the  Louisiana  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  on 
Sunday  morning,  September  ,30,  at 
Rally  and  Promotion  Day  services. 

Other  officers  include  Ira  Bur- 
1  e  i  g  h,  assistant  superintendent, 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Moise  secretary,  H.  C. 
Stubblefield,  superintendent  o  f 
adult  division,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Stubble¬ 
field,  superintendent  of  youth  divi¬ 
sion,  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Walton,  super¬ 
intendent  of  children’s  division. 

First  Church  Minden 
Selects  1956-57 
Church  School  Officers 

Marcus  D.  Wren,  Jr.,  has  been 


named  church  school  superintendent 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  for  the  church  school  year 
1956-57.  Mrs.  E.  L.  McDonals  has 
been  elected  to  serve  as  the  secre¬ 
tary. 

Other  officers  include,  Mrs.  C.  B. 
McDonald,  Home  department,  O.  O. 
Hammons,  membership  cultivation, 
Mrs.  P.  L.  Watson,  superintendent 
of  children’s  division,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Searles,  superintendent  of  the  youth 
division,  and  E.  J.  Blanchard  as  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  adult  division. 


Rally  And 
Promotion  Day  At 
Effie 

Rally  Day  and  Promotion  Day 
were  observed  October  7  at  the  Oak 
Grove  Methodist  Church,  Effie.  A 
program  on  the  theme  “To  Light  *My 
Path”  was  presented  by  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  division  of  the  church  school. 

Eighteen  certificates  of  promotion 
were  issued  to  children  in  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  division. 

Officers  and  teachers  for  the  new 
church  school  year  were  installed 
on  Sunday  morning,  October  14,  at 
a  service  lead  by  the  pastor  who 
spoke  on  the  theme  of  Christian 
stewardship.  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  the 
pastor. 


CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 
SCHOOLS 

From  Maine  to  California,  from 
Florida  to  the  State  of  Washington, 
Christian  Workers  Schools  are  held 
throughout  the  year  to  train  leaders 
for  service  in  Christian  education 
in  the  local  church.  With  the  com¬ 
ing  of  autumn,  however,  their  num¬ 
ber  increases,  as  is  evident  from  re¬ 
ports  received  in  the  office  of  the 
Leadership  Education  Department. 
General  Board  of  Education. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Reports  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  Amend  Nebuchadnezzar  Story 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Re¬ 
interpretation  of  the  story  of  King 
Nebuchadnezzar  in  the  Book  of 
Daniel  will  be  required  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  new  translation  of  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  a 
Roman  Catholic  scholar  declared 
here. 

Msgr.  Patrick  W.  Skehan,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Semitic  languages  at  the 
Catholic  University  of  America 
here,  said  that  the  translation,  just 
published  in  France,  shows  that 
King  Nabonidus  of  Babylon  and 
Assyria  underwent  the  punishment 
ascribed  to  King  Nebuchadnezzar 
in  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  Book 
of  Daniel  and  repented  in  the  wil¬ 
derness  as  King  Nebuchadnezzar 
was  said  to  have  done. 

The  translation  was  made  by  a 
Polish-born  Roman  Catholic  scho¬ 
lar,  the  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Milik,  who 
has  been  studying  the  scrolls  ever 
since  they  became  available  and  is 
now  in  Jerusalem  continuing  the 
work.  It  is  published  in  the  Revue 
Biblique  of  Paris. 

According  to  Babylonian  cunei¬ 
form  records,  Msgr.  Skehan  said, 
King  Nabonidus  was  a  grandson  of 
King  Nebuchadnezzar  and  reigned 
from  555  to  538  B.C.  The  Biblical 
king’s  reign  extended  from  605  to 
562  B.C. 

Scholars  now  believe,  Msgr.  Ske¬ 
han  said,  that  BalshezZ&r,  whose 
vision  of  the  fateful  handwriting  on 
the  wall  is  described  in  the  Bible, 
was  Nabonidus’  son  and  successor. 

The  Douay-Rheims  version  of  the 
Bible,  standard  for  Catholics,  tells 
in  the  fourth  chapter  of  Daniel 
how  Nebuchadnezzar  was  “sen¬ 
tenced  by  the  Most  High,”  for  his 
pride  and  iniquities,  to  be  driven 
into  the  wilderness  where  he  “ate 
grass  like  an  ox.”  After  seven  years 
he  repented,  praised  God  in  a  clas¬ 
sic  prayer  and  was  restored  to  his 
kingdom. 

The  priest  added  that  while  Bib¬ 
lical  scholars  “will  be  somewhat 
exercised”  by  the  translation  he 
saw  no  reason  for  revising  the  Book 
of  Daniel,  which,  he  said,  gave  a 
faithful  account  of  the  incident  ac¬ 
cording  to  Jewish  tradition. 

The  Catholic  scholar  stated  cate¬ 
gorically  that  nothing  found  in  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  to  date  “will  bring 
about  any  doctrinal  changes  for  any 
Christians.” 


Washington  School  To  Be  Named 
Wesley  Seminary 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — West¬ 
minster  (Md.)  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  will  be  known  as  Wesley  The¬ 
ological  Seminary  after  it  moves  to 
the  campus  of  American  University 
here  in  the  fall  of  1958,  Methodist 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  of 
Washington  announced. 

The  university  is  a  Methodist  in¬ 
stitution. 

Bishop  Oxnam  told  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Commission  on  Pub¬ 
lic  Relations  and  Methodist  Infor¬ 
mation  that  the  new  name  would 
be  “much  more  appropriate  to  our 
denomination”  and  eliminate  exist- 


Supreme  Court  Gets 
Sunday  Closing  Case 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
grocer  in  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  has  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court  against  a  decision  by 
the  Arkansas  Supreme  Court  up¬ 
holding  his  conviction  for  keeping 
his  store  open  on  Sunday. 

Berlon  S.  Taylor  said  he  appealed 
on  the  grounds  that  other  retail 
businesses  were  permitted  to  re¬ 
main  open  by  Pine  Bluff  police 
despite  an  80-year-old  state  law  de¬ 
claring  all  Sunday  “retail  trade” 
illegal. 

The  grocer  contends  that  such 
selective  enforcement  of  the  statute 
deprives  him  of  his  constitutional 
guarantee  of  “equal  protection  of 
the  laws.” 

Last  April  the  Arkansas  Supreme 
Court  upheld  a  fine  of  $50  levied 
on  Mr.  Taylor  by  a  lower  court. 

Later  he  was  fined  another  $100 
by  the  Jefferson  County  Circuit 
Court,  the  same  court  which  had 
convicted  him  on  the  first  count. 
Mr.  Taylor  also  appealed  this  deci¬ 
sion  to  the  state  supreme  court, 
which  consolidated  the  two  cases 
and  upheld  the  circuit  court  on 
both  counts. 

Mr.  Taylor  contends  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  public  good  that  gro¬ 
cery  stores  remain  open  on  Sun¬ 
day.  This,  he  claims,  places  gro¬ 
ceries  under  the  “charity  or  neces- 


ing  confusion  with  Westminster 
Seminary  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  a 
Presbyterian  institution.  / 

Construction  of  the  $2,000,000 
seminary  center  here  is  well  under 
way,  he  said.  The  bishop  also  re¬ 
ported  that  ground  will  be  broken 
at  American  University  early  next 
year  for  its  new  School  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Relations  and  Foreign  Serv¬ 
ice. 

Charles  C.  Parlin  of  New  York, 
an  attorney  and  member  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Central 
Committee,  and  Dr.  Burton  W. 
Marvin  of  Lawrence,  Kan.,  dean  of 
the  University  of  Kansas’  William 
Allen  White  School  of  Journalism, 
were  elected  to  the  public  relations 
commission. 

They  will  fill  vacancies  created 
by  the  recent  deaths  of  Grove  Pat¬ 
terson,  editor  of  the  Toledo  (O.) 
Blade,  and  Dr.  Walter  W.  Van  Kirk 
of  New  York,  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  depart¬ 
ment  of  international  affairs. 


Average  Salary 
Presbyterian  Pastors 
Now  $5,405 

Philadelphia  (RNS)  —  Pastors 
of  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.  congregations  now  receive 
an  average  salary  of  $5,405  a 
year,  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Pensions  announced  here. 

The  board’s  figure  is  based  on 
cash  salary  plus  15  per  cent 
manse  allowance.  The  average 
cash  salary  is  $4,700  per  year. 

The  current  average  salary  is 
49  per  cent  above  the  1948  aver¬ 
age,  the  board  said. 

Ministers  serving  as  chaplains, 
foreign  missionaries,  administra¬ 
tive  and  staff  officers  of  the 
Church’s  boards  and  agencies  are 
not  included  in  the  tabulation. 

There  are  5,782  ministers  serv¬ 
ing  as  pastors  of  churches,  about 
70  per  cent  of  the  denomination’s 
active  clergymen. 

Synods  paying  largest  salaries 
are  Michigan  $6,352,  Baltimore 
$5,870,  Illinois  $5,734,  Missouri 
$5,718,  and  Ohio  $5,675. 


Shipload  .Of  Methodists  To  Tour 
Pacific  Missions 


Melbourne  (RNS)  —  A  shipload 
of  Australian  Methodists  —  360  of 
them  —  will  leave  Sydney  next 
June  on  an  inspection  tour  of  the 
Church’s  missions  in  the  Pacific. 

The  trip  will  last  24  days  during 
which  the  ship,  the  10,514-ton  Dun- 
troon,  will  visit  mission  stations  in 
Fiji,  Somoa  and  Tonga.  The  tour 
will  cover  1735  miles  through  the 
tropical  and  sub-tropical  Pacific. 

Similar  trips  were  organized  by 


sity”  provision  of  the  “blue  law” 
which  exempts  them  from  the 
measure. 

In  its  decision,  the  state  supreme 
court  said:  “We  find  no  evidence  in 
the  record  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  appellant  to  keep  his  store 
open  on  Sunday  or  any  evidence 
of  arbitrary  discrimination  against 
him.” 


Hollander  Gives  Rare  Bible  To  U.  S. 


ARCHAEOLOGISTS  REPORT 
DISCOVERY  OF  HYKSOS 
ROYAL  TOMB  IN  GALILEE 


the  Australian  Methodist  Church 
before  the  Second  World  War,  and 
were  highly  popular.  This  will  be 
the  first  tour  since  fighting  ended 
in  the  Pacific  more  than  11  years 
ago. 

All  passages  were  taken  three 
weeks  after  booking  opened,  and 
there  is  now  a  substantial  waiting 
list.  Total  cost  ranges  from  L-140 
to  L-225  ($315  to  $504)  according 
to  the  type  of  accommodation.  • 

Primary  purpose  of  the  trip  is 
to  increase  the  interest  of  Metho¬ 
dists  in  the  foreign  mission  work 
of  their  Church  and  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  first-hand  study  of  the 
problems  involved  and  the  success 
achieved. 

The  Methodist  Church  has  been 
working  in  the  three  areas  for  more 
than  100  years.  They  once  included 
some  of  the  wildest  spots  in  the 
Pacific  where  the  first  missionaries 
ran  the  risk  of  ending  in  the  chief’s 
cooking  pot. 


CHUitCH  HAS  SEATS  IN 
STAGGERED  SIZES 


New  York  (RNS)  —  A  rare  Bible 
printed  in  1661  was  flown  here 
fron>  the  Netherlands  to  be  dis¬ 
played  in  a  Fifth  Avenue  show 
window  during  the  16th  annual 
National  Bible  Week  (Oct.  15-21) 
sponsored  by  the  Laymen’s  Nation¬ 
al  Committee  Inc. 

It  is  a  gift  to  the  people  and 
government  of  the  United  States 
from  80-year-old  Nicholas  van  de 
Meij  of  Katwijk,  the  Netherlands, 
in  appreciation  for  the  pension  he 
has  received  since  1949  from  the  U. 
S.  government  as  a  veteran  of  the 
Spanish-American  War. 

Mr.  van  de  Meij  served  nine 
months  in  that  conflict  as  an  en¬ 
listed  member  of  the  Second  Ark¬ 
ansas  Regiment.  Some  time  after 
being  mustered  out  with  $69.33  pay 
at  the  regiment’s  disbandment  on 
Feb.  25,  1899,  he  returned  to  his 
homeland  and  did  not  learn  until 


50  years  later  that  he  was  entitled 
to  a  pension. 

He  said  he  “thought  it  would  be 
a  nice  idea”  to  6ffer  the  historic 
Bible — one  of  the  first  to  be  trans¬ 
lated  and  printed  in  the  Dutch 
language — to  a  museum  in  “the  city 
that  once  was  Nieuw  Amsterdam.” 

Mr.  van  de  Meij  bought  the  Bible 
from  a  family  in  Leijden,  the  Neth¬ 
erlands,  about  five  years  ago,  in 
response  to  a  newspaper  ad,  be¬ 
cause  he  had  been  “looking  for 
something  to  do  for  America.” 

Following  its  display  in  the  Fifth 
Avenue  window  of  KLM-Royal 
Dutch  Airlines,  which  flew  it  to 
this  country,  the  Bible  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mayor  Robert  F.  Wagner 
who  will  turn  it  over  to  an  appro¬ 
priate  museum  here. 

The  750-page  volume  is  printed 
on  vellum  and  bound  in  calfskin, 
reinforced  with  brass  that  has  been 
polished  to  a  high  gloss  by  Mr.  van 
de  Meij’s  wife,  Trintje,  76.  Its  cover 
measures  1814  by  1114  inches. 


Jerusalem  (RNS)  —  Hebrew  Uni¬ 
versity  archaeologists  working  in 
the  area  of  the  Biblical  town  of 
Tel  Hazor  in  northern  Galilee  re¬ 
ported  the  discovery  of  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  first  unopened  royal 
tomb  of  the  Kyksos  period  ever  un¬ 
earthed. 

The  Hyksos  or  “shepherd  kings” 
were  the  earliest  invaders  of  Egypt, 
conquering  it  “without  a  blow” 
about  1685  B.C.,  according  to  Jose¬ 
phus  (Manetho  Book  II)  who  also 
identified  them  as  Israelites. 

Hyksos  and  their  people  held 
sway  over  Egypt  throughout  the 
15th-17th  dynasties,  or  approxi¬ 
mately  511  years,  until  driven  out 
by  a  rebellion.  Some  240,000  of 
these  desert  people  then  migrated 
back  to  Judea  where  they  built 
Jerusalem.  Actual  historical  records 
of  the  Hyksos  period  are  rare  and 
few  archaeological  traces  of  it  have 
ever  been  found. 

The  archaeologists,  Gen.  Yigal 
Yadin,  former  chief  of  staff  of  the 
Israeli  Army,  and  Prof.  Jean  Per- 
rot,  discovered  a  circular  staircase 


Los  Angeles  (RNS  —  Something 
new  in  church  seating  has  been 
incorporated  in  the  mammoth 
$860,000  White  Memorial  Seventh- 
day  Adventist  church  here. 

It  has  seats  arranged  in  staggered 
sizes.  If  you  don’t  fit,  just  move 
over  until  you  do.  Seats  are  built 
to  accommodate  worshipers  of  any 
dimension. 

The  church,  third  largest  ever 
built  by  Adventists  and  the  biggest- 
in  this  area,  will  serve  as  an  evan¬ 
gelism  center  for  the  Southwest. 


leading  into  a  rock  tunnel  fronted 
by  a  monumental  arch  such  as  is 
known  only  in  royal  tombs. 

The  tunnel  is  still  blocked  by 
tons  of  debris  apparently  tumbled 
in  by  an  ancient  earthquake,  the 
archaeologist  said.  They  said  that 
groups  of  diggers  have  been  put  to 
work  carefully  removing  this  de¬ 
bris  so  as  to  preserve  any  artifacts 
it  may  contain.  The  actual  tomb 
chamber  is  expected  to  be  reached 
in  a  few  days. 
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An  Inside  Authoritative  View  of 


What’s  Going  On  Inside  China 


A  major  report,  representing 
what  amounts  to  the  first  authori¬ 
tative  insight  into  the  views  of 
Christian  leaders  in  Communist 
China,  has  been  issued  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

In  the  form  of  a  verbatim  ac¬ 
count,  it  records  conversations  of 
Western  church  leaders  with  Angli¬ 
can  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  president 
of  the  Nanking  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  held  last  July  and  August 
coincidental  to  the  meeting  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee,  in  Hungary. 

Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith,  NCC  vice- 
president,  author  of  the  report  in 
supplementary  commentary,  notes 
he  himself  was  unprepared  for  the 
“breadth  and  depth  of  the  gulf  that 
separates  us  from  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tians  on  political  matters.”  He  said 
he  was  equally  surprised  at  “the 
eagerness  of  their  desire  spiritually 
to  build  bridges  of  fellowship  link¬ 
ing  us  together.” 

Chinese  Christians  under  Com¬ 
munism  recognize  that  religious- 
differences  prevail  with  the  Com¬ 
munists,  he  reports  Bishop  Ting  as 
saying,  but  they  refuse  to  be  blind¬ 
ed  “to  the  good  deeds  of  the  Com¬ 
munists.”  The  Chinese  revolution 
was  “overdue,”  according  to  the 
Chinese  prelate  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  People’s  Republic  is 
today  considered  “more  an  act  of 
God  than  a  judgment  of  God,”  and 
is  viewed  by  the  Chinese  people  as 
a  demonstration  that  “God  does 
love  China.” 

Bishop  Ting  admitted  that  put¬ 
ting  loyalty  to  the  state  first  is  a 
special  danger  in  China  “because 
of  the  impressiveness  of  the  Marx¬ 
ist  achievements.”  But,  he  added, 
“that  danger  is  less  in  China  than 
in  the  West,  because  the  People’s 
Government  is  avowedly  Marxist, 
and  the  open  atheism  of  the  Com¬ 
munists  makes  the  issue  so  much 
easier.” 

“The  fact  that  the  Communists 
are  openly  atheists  means  their  re¬ 
lationship  to  the  Church  is  n9t  one 
of  utilizing  the  Church  for  their 
purposes.”  In  other  words  the  lines 
are  clearly  drawn,  he  indicated, 
leaving  it  possible  for  Christians  to 
“support  the  government  in  ac¬ 
tion”  while  recognizing  “the  con¬ 
flict  in  belief.  If  this  was  naive  of 
Chinese  Christians,”  he  added, 
“naivete  was  better  than  cynicism.” 

He  told  Dr.  Smith  that  the  Church 
in  China  has  “freedom  to  worship, 
to  witness,  to  evangelize,  to  pub¬ 
lish  Christian  literature  without 
censorship  and  to  conduct  Christian 
work  among  university  students.” 

The  Bishop  also  said  that  the 
former  “colonial  situation”  in  Chi¬ 
na  made  Christian  theology  as 
taught  by  missionaries  from  the 
West  a  failure.  He  added  in  effect 
that  Chinese  Christians  today  wel¬ 
come  the  severance  of  close  rela¬ 
tionships  between  the  Chinese 
churches  and  western  mission 
boards  because  “the  divorce  that 
previously  existed  between  Chris¬ 
tian  theology  and  the  life  of  the 
Chinese  is  now  gone.” 

Dr.  Smith,  relaying  the  Bishop’s 
views,  said  it  is  clear  that  Chris¬ 
tians  in  mainland  China  now  pro¬ 
ceed  on  the  basis  of  “two  very  clear 
assumptions,  (1)  the  establishment 
of  the  Communist  regime  in  China 
was  inevitable,  is  creative  and  must 
be  accepted  with  joy  by  all  patri- 
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otic  Chinese,  and  (2)  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  have  found  them¬ 
selves  under  God  alone  through 
their  detachment  from  any  depend¬ 
ence  on  missionary  funds  or  per¬ 
sonnel.” 

In  summary  comment  Dr.  Smith 
warned  that  western  Christians 
“must  avoid  doing  on  our  side  what 
Bishop  Ting  seemed  so  much  to  do 


from  the  Chinese  side,  namely  to 
interpret  what  we  do  in  the  best 
possible  light  and  what  others  do 
in  the  poorest  possible  light.”  West¬ 
ern  Christians  must  always  be 
ready,  he  added,  to  take  advantage 
of  “the  creative  possibilities”  offer¬ 
ed  in  the  Chinese  Christian’s  desire 
for  fellowship. 


Boy  Scout s  to  Visit  35  Million  Homes 


Just  before  Election  Day,  November  6,  the  nation’s  4,175,134  Cub  Scouts, 
Boy  Scouts,  Explorers,  and  their  leaders  will  place  on  the  doorknobs  of 
35  000  000  homes  Liberty  Bell  hangers,  shown  above,  urging  every  citizen 
to’ vote  The  Scouts’  “Get-Out-the-Vote”  campaign  is  being  conducted  in 
cooperation  with  Freedoms  Foundation  of  Valley  Forge.  It  is  entirely  non¬ 
partisan,  without  reference  to  any  candidate  or  party. _ _ _ 


OAK  FOREST  TO 
ENTERTAIN  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

Mrs.  George  Meyer,  Little  Rock; 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Mrs.  Hazel 
Dabney,  Pine  Bluff;  student  work, 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Tooley,  Hope;  youth 
work,  Mrs.  Milton  Teague,  Arka- 
delphia;  children’s  work,  Mrs.  Eu¬ 
gene  Fohrell,  Sparkman;  spiritual 
life,  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft,  El  Do¬ 
rado;  literature  and  publications, 
Mrs.  Murray  B.  McLeod,  Little 


WORKERS  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

'  Georgs  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept.  D.  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


Contributions  Asked 
For  Immigration 
Museum 

On  the  Statue  of  Liberty’s  seven¬ 
tieth  birthday  (October  28),  the  na¬ 
tional  appeal  for  all  Americans’ 
support  of  The  American  Museum 
of  Immigration  begins.  Contribu¬ 
tions  will  be  asked  as  birthday 
gifts  to  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  The 
Museum  made  possible  by  these 
contributions  will  be  a  shrine  of 
American  ancestry  at  the  foot  of 
the  Statue  and  will  complete  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  National  Monu¬ 
ment. 

The  campaign  for  five  million 
dollars — known  as  Operation  Uni¬ 
ty — will  continue  until  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Day  and  will  be  the  only  pub¬ 
lic  appeal  made  on  behalf  of  The 
Museum.  Pierre  S.  du  Pont,  3rd, 
secretary  of  E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Ne¬ 
mours  &  Co.,  and  David  J.  Mc¬ 
Donald,  president  of  the  United 
Steelworkers  of  America,  AFL-CIO, 
are  co-chairmen  of  the  drive. 

Speaking  of  the  unity  of  the  Am¬ 
erican  people  and  praising  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  The  American  Mu¬ 
seum  .  of  Immigration,  President 
Eisenhower  said,  “There  is  no  story 
like  it  in  history,  and  the  idea  of 
telling  it  at  the  foot  of  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  is  a  splendid  one.  I  know 
that  millions  of  Americans  will 
join  with  me  in  commending  the 
establishment  of  this  great  national 
shrine.” 


MAJOR  FRED  KELLEY 
INSURES 

Homes,  Autos  and  Furniture  In  Qiant 
OLD  LINE  COMPANIES 
that  are  able  to  pay  losses  cheerfuly 
and  fairly. 

FR  2-1848 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 


Rock;  supply  work,  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Johnson,  Little  Rock;  status  of  wo¬ 
men,  Mrs.  Victor  Huselton,  Pine 
Bluff;  missionary  personnel,  Mrs. 
Charles  Primm,  Smackover;  histor¬ 
ian,  Mrs.  Fred  R.  Harrison,  Little 
Rock;  and  chairman  of  research 
committee,  Mrs.  Henry  Stevenson, 
No.  Little  Rock. 


Newest  colorfest  fabrics 
available.  Write  for 
Catalog  A86. 


E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 


By  LUCY  GRAY  KENDALL 
Illustrated  by  Sam  Leach 
Poet  and  artist  have  united  the.r  talents  to 
create  a  beautiful  little  bok  of  prayer  and 
praise,  overflowing  with  the  joy  and  wonder 
of  Goa’s  world.  Ideal  for  Christmas.  50$  per 
copy,  $5.00  per  dozen.  Order  from 


Ocean  Springs, 
Mississippi 


The  world's  most  widely  ueed  devotional  guide 

1908  Grand  Avenue  Nashville,  Tenn. 


GOWNS 

Wr*M  *  Pulpit  o  id  Lh  ir  • 
Headquarter  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 

410  MAIN  STRUT 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

We  Specialize  In 

Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 

From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 


Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

"In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


WORLD  COMMUNITY  DAY  OBSERVANCE 
SET  FOR  NOVEMBER  2 

„  \ 

By  Geraldine  Sartain 


New  York,  N.  Y.,  (N.  C.)  —  For 
a  helpless  old  man  in  Hashiarpur, 
Indian,  who  wrote  to  Ameria  for 
“two  pounds  of  dry  milk  powder, 
two  pounds  of  butter  and  a  great 
coat,”  the  celebration  of  World 
Community  Day  in  America  ^fas 
reality. 

From  this  annual  observance  so 
ijaany  thousands  of  miles  across  the 
seas  came  the  answer  to  his  need. 

That  celebration  on  Friday,  Nov¬ 
ember  2,  by  ten  million  American 
church  women  also  has  meaning  for 
Hans  Breckerman,  formerly  of  East 
Germany.  Han’s  passion  for  free¬ 
dom  sent  him  headlong  through 
great  dangers  to  liberty.  Liberty 
'meant  hunting  an  unaccustomed 
job  in  a  strange  land.  There  Hans 
found  friendship,  clothes  and  help 
in  landing  that  job  through  the  of¬ 
ferings  on  World  Community  Day. 

This  year  the  emphasis  of  World 
ICommunity  Day  United  Church , 
Women,  a  general  department  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
will  be  on  the  UN  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights.  This  is  the  declara¬ 
tion  which  holds  up  before  the 
Iworld  the  _  immortal  pronounce¬ 
ment,  “All  human  beings  are  born 
tree  and  equal'’  in  dignity  and 
rights.” 

To  the  oppressed  there  is  a  vision 
[of  happiness  even  for  them.  To  the 
more  fortunate  peoples,  responsi¬ 
bility  to  turn  words  into  action. 

In  every'  city  and  town  from 
coast  to  coast  church  women  will 
study  this  newest  document  in  the 
historic  development  of  the  rights 
of  man.  Linked  with  it  is  the  theme 
they  have  chosen  for  the  day — the 
passage  from  Romans  9:3,  “For  the 
[sake  of  my  brethren,  my  kinsrtien.” 

Because  these  women  believe 
[that  there  are  resources,  power, 
knowledge  and  human  kindness 
enough  for  all,  they  will  seek  to 
bulwark  human  rights  in  their 
home  communities  and  around  the 
vorld  and  they  will  share  their 
pwn  material  blessings  in  the  form 
pf  clothing,  medical  aid  and  food. 


SAYS  CHAPLAIN 
“FORGOTTEN  MAN” 

OF  MINISTRY 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
Methodist  ministry,  the  commission 
pdopted  several  recommendations 
Resigned  to  strengthen  the  rela- 
fionship  of  chaplains  to  tha  church. 
These  include: 

b  That  every  Methodist  chaplain 
|n  the  United  States  be  more  close¬ 
ly  identified  with  a  local  church. 
1  2.  That  the  bishops  be  advised  of 
fhe  assignment  of  chaplains  in  their 
PPiscopal  areas  and  that,  in  turn, 
|he  bishops  be  requested  to  include 
chaplains  in  conference  and 
fctivities  of  mutual  interest. 

2-  Hiat  the  bishops  be  requested 
0  visit  Methodist  chaplains  and 
pei  vicemen  on  their  bases  as  often 
fs  P°ssible,  particularly  when  over- 
|els  on  church  business. 

ae  Council  of  Bishops  also  will 
Ih  afkec*  to  authorize  a  ritual  for 
I  e  t°rmal  commissioning  of  min- 
c  eis  entering  the  chaplaincy,  the 
tish!T0ny  performed  by  a 

Receipts  from  local  church  offer- 
SUff  through  the  Fellowship 
Itiis  eri1^  and  Service,  the  com- 
L.  ai0?’s  °nly  means  of  support 

Cal  $166,966  during  the  last  fis- 

®-al  year. 


of 
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HISTORY  OF 

GRAND  AVENUE  CHURCH 


(Continued  from  page  7) 

During  the  past  year  the  church 
has  adopted  a  more  sound  financial 
policy.  R.  O.  Stough,  a  member  since 
1904,  said  that  it  was  now  having 
its  best  period,  financially.  However, 
it  is  impossible  to  maintain  a  com¬ 
pletely  organized  and  equipped 
church  at  this  location  under  pres¬ 
ent  conditions. 

Besides  Itoard  meetings,  worship 
services,  and  other  regular  services, 
many  extra  meetings  were  held.  A 
communication  from  Springdale 
Church  suggesting  an  unofficial  or¬ 
ganization  of  neighboring  churches 
was  made  at  one  time.  A  cordial  re¬ 
sponse  was  given.so  in  December  of 
1928,  a  vote  was  made  to  join  in  a 
big  Gypsy  Smith  revival  the  follow¬ 
ing  fall.si  There  was  no  record  of 
this  meeting  in  later  minutes.  The 
question  of  indoor  baseball  and 
smoking  inside  the  building  was 
brought  up.  The  general  rule  of  no 
smoking  in  the  building  was  to  be 
observed.  There  is  no  mention  of 
what  should  be  done  about  the 
games.32  In  1930,  there  were  joint 
July  services  with  the  Presbyteri¬ 
ans.33  Services  were  conducted  at 
the  High  School  on  January  14, 
1931.34  Many  special  dinners  were 
held  such  as:  (1)  in  honor  of  pre¬ 
siding  elder,  who  came  a  long  dis¬ 
tance;  (2)  health  banquets  (by  Pack¬ 
ard  family,  who  are  still  interested 
in  health  foods);  (3)  Lincoln  Day 
dinners  (North  Methodist  Church); 
and  (4)  Homecoming  Dinners. 

Among  the  members  there  have 
always  been  unpaid  officials  of  the 
church.  At  one  time  the  Commercial 
College  suggested  that  the  church 
hire  a  commercial  student  as  a  part- 
time  secretary,  with  $10.00  to  be 
paid  by  the  church  and  $10.00  to  be 


CLASS  or  MISSION 
NEEDS  MONEY? 

Obtain  A  Franchise 
Now  For  The  Sale 
in  Your  City  of 

BENSON'S  SLICED 


FRUIT  CAKE 


A  Planned 
Community  Service 

NEARLY  1000  CLUBS  And 
INSTITUTIONS  Now  Par¬ 
ticipating.  Many  For  The 
Fourth  Year. 

Your  Club  can  enjo3'  the 
praise  of  your  community 
and  raise  needed  funds  easy 
by  selling  the  VERY  BEST 
Sliced  Fruit  Cake  you  ever 
tasted.  Make  a  $1  on  each 
cake  and  SAVE  your  cus¬ 
tomer  a  $1. 

Phone,  Wire  or  Write  Today 

BENSON'S 

Box  71,  Athens,  Ga. 


paid  by  the  college,  monthly.35  The 
pianist  or  organist  ahd  the  pastor 
are  paid  workers. 

While  many  of  the  members,  espe¬ 
cially  the  older  ones,  are  emotional¬ 
ly  attached  to  the  present  building, 
most  of  them  realize  the  necessity 
of  relocating.  At  least  a  large  part 
of  this  congregation  is  going  into  a 
fast-growing  community  that  has  no 
Methodist  Church.  Even  the  Fort 
Smith  Mission  Board  has  designated 
this  as  a  section  that  needs  churches. 
The  lots  are  near  the  intersection  of 
two  main  streets  and  are  favorable 
for  building. 
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Strange  request?  Not  so  strange  as  it  sounds.  Almost  t 
avery  day  you  actually  do  pay  taxes  for  other  people. 
Whenever  you  pay  your  income  tax,  or  buy  anything 
that  is  federally  taxed,  you’re  paying  taxes  for  cus¬ 
tomers  of  federal  government  electric  systems. 

Your  taxes  go  to  build  the  federal  plants  that 
serve  these  people.  Then,  because  customers  of  fed¬ 
eral  power  systems  don’t  pay  their  share  of  taxes  in 
their  electric  bills,  you  have  to  be  taxed  more  to  make 
up  the  difference. 

This  kind  of  tax  inequality  isn’t  fair  to  you  or  any 
other  taxpayer— and  it  isn’t  necessary.  America’s 
more  than  400  independent  electric  light  and  power 
companies  are  ready  and  willing  to  provide  the  addi¬ 
tional  electricity  the  nation  needs  without  depending 
on  tax  money  to  build  new  power  plants. 

POWER  &  LIGHT  ^omfiany 
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LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  4,  1956 

WOUNDED  FOR  OUR  TRANSGRESSIONS 

READ  ISAIAH  52:13  THROUGH  ISAIAH  53:21  AND 
ACTS  8:26-35. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  He  was  wounded  for  our 
transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities:  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him;  and  by  his 
stripes  are  we  healed.  (Isaiah  53:5) 


We  come  to  lesson  five  in  our 
study  of  “Great  Passages  Of  The 
Bible.”  We  are  studying,  today,  the 
Suffering  Servant  passage  as  it  is 
found  in  the  last  three  verses  of 
chapter  52  and  the  first  thirteen 
verses  of  chapter  53  of  Isaiah.  Our 
lesson  subject,  “Wounded  For  Our 
Transgressions,”  sums  up  right  well 
the  truth  we  should  learn  from  the 

lesson  this  week. 

Let  us  remember  that  Isaiah,  like 
all  other  books  of  the  Bible,  was 
not  divided  into  chapters  and 
verses,  as  we  now  have  it,  when  it 
was  written  hence  it  often  happens, 
in  the  division  by  chapters,  that  a 
consecutive  line  of  thought  is  brok¬ 
en  and  part  of  the  thought  is  found 
in  the  closing  of  one  chapter  and 
continued  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next.  That  happened  very  noticably 
in  the  division  of  chapters  52  and 
53  of  Isaiah.  The  writer  of  Isaiah 
began  in  chapter  52:13-15  his  de¬ 
scription  of  the  Suffering  Servant 
'After  writing  the  materials  found 
in  these  three  verses,  he  seems  to 
be  so  overwhelmed  with  the  vision 
which  had  come  to  him  that  be 
breaks  off  his  description  to  raise 
the  question  found  in  the  first 
verse  of  chapter  53  in  our  lesson 
text  as  to  whether  people  will  be¬ 
lieve  our  report”  or  as  the  Revis¬ 
ed  Standard  Version  translates  it, 
“believe  what  we  have  heard. 
Following  this  question,  he  again 
takes  up  his  description  of  the  buf¬ 
fering  Servant. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  people  would  be¬ 
lieve  the  writer  seemed  to  press 
in  upon  him  since  this  graphic  de¬ 
scription  of  the  Suffering  Servan  l 
one  of  the  most  striking  passages  of 
Scripture  to  be  found  in  the  Old 
Testament.  It  can  be  one  of  the 
most  difficult  passages  in  the  Old 
Testament  to  understand  or  is  can 
be  one  of  the  easiest  according  to 
the  way  in  which  we  approach  it. 

(1)  If  we  assume  that  this  Suf¬ 
fering  Servant  passage  does  not  re¬ 
fer  to  Christ  the  coming  Messiah, 
then  its  real  meaning  is  lost  to  the 
world.  There  is  no  satisfactory,  in*- 
telligent  explanation  of  its  mean¬ 
ing  apart  from  Christ.  rHiere  has 
been  no  other  character  in  history 
that  fits  the  description  of  the 
character  outlined  here,  except  the 
Messiah.  Hence  we  say  that  there 
is  no  satifactory  explanation  of 
of  this  dramatic  portrayal  of  the 
Suffering  Servant  unless  it  is  a 
prophecy  concerning  Christ’s  com- 
ing. 

(2)  If  we  assume  that  the  Suf¬ 
fering  Servant  does  refer  to  Christ 
then,  in  the  light  of  the  life  of 
Christ  as  recorded  in  the  New 
Testament,  this  great  passage  of 
scripture  takes  on  a  clarity  and 
meaning  that  is  plain  to  any  Bible 


Of  Whom  Speaketh  The  Prophet 
This? 

In  the  introduction  to  this  les¬ 
son,  we  suggested  that  Acts  8:26-35 
be  read.  We  recommended  this  be¬ 
cause  this  passage  seems  to  have  a 
direct  relation  to  the  chapter  in 
Isaiah  from  which  our  lesson  text 
is  taken.  In  this  passage  in  Acts  we 
are  told  that,  when  Philip  came  to 
the  chariot  in  which  the  eunuch  , 
was  riding,  he  found  the  eunuch 
reading  from  Isaiah.  The  32nd 
verse  in  this  passage  referred  to  in 
Acts  gives  part  of  a  quotation  from 
the  passage  in  Isaiah  the  Eunuch 
was  reading.  This  verse  32  is  large¬ 
ly  a  quotation  from  Isaiah  53:7  in 
our  lesson  text.  In  answer  to  the 
eunuch’s  question.  ‘Of  whom 
speaketh  the  prophet  this?”  the  Re¬ 
cord  says  that  “Philip  opened  his 
mouth  and  began  at  the  same 
scripture  and  preached  unto  him 
Jesus.”  This  would  indicate  that 
there  was  no  doubt  at  least  in  the 
mind  of  Philip  that  the  Suffering 
Servant  passage  referred  to  Christ. 

After  His  resurrection  when  Je¬ 
sus  walked  with  two  of  the  disci¬ 
ples  on  the  road  to  Emmaus,  after 
they  had  told  Him  of  the  crucifixion 
and  seemed  so  bewildered  over  the 
death  of  Christ,  St.  Luke  says  that 
Christ,  “Beginning  at  Moses  and  all 
the  prophets,  he  expounded  unto 
them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the 
things  concerning  himself.”  He 
chided  them  for  the  slowness  with 
which  they  had  understood  these 
prophecies.  Nowhere  in  the  old 
Testament  or  in  Isaiah  were  pro¬ 
phesies  concerning  Christ  more  di- 
dect  or  plainer  than  in  the  lesson 
text  of  today.  Hence  it  is  quite  like¬ 
ly  that  Jesus  referred  to  this  pro¬ 
phecy  in  discussing  the  matter  with 
two  disciples  on  the, Emmaus  road. 
Conflicting  Pictures  of  The  Coming 
Christ 

When  we  remember  the  conflict¬ 
ing  pictures  given  us  in  the  Old 
Testament  of  the  Messiah  which 
was  to  redeem  Israel,  we  should 
not  be  too  surprised  that  it  was 
hard  for  the  Jews  to  recognize 
Jesus  when  he  came.  The  prophets 
had  told  of  a  coming  King  under 
whose  leadership  Israel  was  to  be 
restored  to  power.  The  coming 
Messiah  was  to  be  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah.  The  coming  Christ 
was  to  save  and  redeem  His  people. 
Along  with  this  picture  of  kingli¬ 
ness,  might,  power  and  majesty 
there  was  the  picture  also  of  One 
who  was  a  man  of  sorrows  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  grief.  This  promised 
Saviour  was  to  be  beaten  with 
stripes;  He  was  to  be  led  to  His 
death  like  a  lamb  led  to  slaughter, 
and  that  without  a  protest,  by  so 
much  as  a  word,  from  Himself. 

It  was  a  mixed,  conflicting  pic¬ 
ture  which  the  prophets,  gave  Is¬ 
rael  of  their  promised  King.  Israel 
chose  out  of  the  picture  those  qua¬ 


lities  which  they  preferred  to  find 
in  their  Saviour  and  passed  the 
rest  by. 

How  Christ  Fulfilled  Picture  of 
Suffering  Servant 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
King  James  Version  of  the  Bible 
will  remember  that  the  by-lines  at 
the  head  of  the  pages  and  the  by¬ 
lines  at  the  heads  of  the  chapters 
of  chapters  51,  52  and  53  of  Isaiah, 
all  repeatedly  carry  the  name  of 
Christ  and  without  question  as¬ 
sume  that  these  chapters  all  are  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  Christ  who  was  to 
come.  That,  for  some,  is  final,  suf¬ 
ficient  reason  for  accepting  without 
question  that  these  prophecies  re¬ 
ferred  to  Christ. 

Let  us  remember  however, as  said 
previously,  that  the  original  book 
of  Isaiah  was  not  divided  into 
chapters  or  verses  and  *  it  carried 
none  of  the  explanatory  words 
found- at  the  top  of  the  pages  in  our 
present  Bible  and,  since  there  were 
no  chapters,  there  were  no  ex¬ 
planatory  notes  at  the  heads  of 
chapters  as  at  present.  All  of  these 
explanatory  notes  have  been  added 
by  men  while  the  Bible  was  being 
copied  or  later  printed.  They  are 
merely  the  opinions  of  interpreters. 

Nevertheless,  we  think  it  should 
be  said  that,  if  this  picture  of  the 
Suffering  Servant  of  today’s  lesson 
is  not  a  picture  or  prophecy  of  the 
Christ  of  the  New  Testament,  it  is 
without  doubt. the  most  remarkable 
coincidence  in  the  history  of  the 
human  race.  We  have  here  in  Isai¬ 
ah  52:13  through  Isaiah  53:21  a 
picture  of  the  Suffering  Servant 
which  so  perfectly  coincides  with 
so  much  of  the  New  Testament  re¬ 
cord  of  the  life  of  Jesus  that  it  is 
much  easier  to  believe  that  it  does 
refer  to  Christ  than  it  is  to  doubt 
it,  even  though  it  was  written  al¬ 
most  800  years  before  Christ  was 
born.  Adam  Smith,  a  great  Bible 
scholar  said,  “The  53rd  of  Isaiah 
was  fulfilled  in  one  Person,  Jesus 
of  Nazereth  and  achieved  in  all  de¬ 
tail  by  Him  alone.”  Delitzsch,  an¬ 
other  Bible  scholar,  says,  of  this 
Suffering  Servant  passage,  “The 
whole  passage  looks  as  if  it  might 
have  been  written  beneath  the 
cross  of  Golgotha.” 

Let  us  see  some  of  .the  points  at 
which  our  lesson  text  does  seem  to 
coincide  with  the  record  of  the  life 
of  Jesus.  The  Christ  of  Nazareth 
did  seem  to  “grow  up  as  a  root  in 
a  dry  ground.”  He  was  born  in  an 
outlying  province  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  His  home  was  in  Nazareth 
of  which  a  question  was  common¬ 
ly  asked,  “Can  there  any  good 
\hing  come  out  of  Nazareth?” 

Jesus  was  despised  and  rejected 
by  His  enemies  and  his  friends  did 
hide  their  face  from  Him.  Of  His 
own  group  of  disciples,  one  denied 
Him,  one  betrayed  Him  and  all  for¬ 
sook  Him  in  the  Gethsemane 
crisis.  In  Pilate’s  court  Jesus  was 
whipped  with  throngs,  He  was 
wounded  and  bruised  for  our  sins. 
Jesus  bore  the  worst  His  enemies 
could  do  to  Him  without  complaint. 
“As  a  sheep  before  her  shearers  is 
dumb,  so  he  opened  not  his 
mouth.” 

By  crucifixion,  Jesus  was  “cut 
off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living,” 
suffering  in  our  stead  on  the  cross. 
Jesus  was  “numbered  with  the 
transgressors,”  being  crucified  be¬ 
tween  two  thieves.  Jesus  did  make 
intercession  for  His  executioners 
and  now  makes  intercessions  for  us 
at  the  right  hand  of  God.  He  did 
make  His  “grave  with  the  rich  in 
His  death”  since  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thaea,  a  rich  man,  begged  His  body 


and  buried  Him  in  his  own  tomb. 
W.e  cannot  believe  that  it  was  eith¬ 
er  an  accident  or  a  coincidence  that 
Isaiah  described  so  well  the  Christ 
of  the  New  Testament. 

Vicarious  Suffering 
If  we  consult  Websterys  Diction¬ 
ary  we  get  a  rather  concise  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  meaning'  of  the  word 
“vicarious.”  Most  of  us  know  the 
meaning  of  the  word  suffering 
without  consulting  either  books  or 
people.  When  we  join  the  two 
worcR,  “vicarious  suffering”,  We 
still  have  a  right  good  idea  of  the 
meaning  of  the  words  if  applied  to 
human  relationships.  Such  suffer¬ 
ing  Webster  tells  us  is  “Acting  on 
behalf  of,  or  representing  another.” 
“Performed  or  suffered  by  one  per¬ 
son  with  results  accuring  to  the 
benefit  or  advantage  of  another.” 
This  happens  constantly  in  the 
world  about  us. 

Apparently  however,  is  not  so 
easy  'when  we  attempt  to  under¬ 
stand  just  what  it  meant  for  the 
“Suffering  Servant”  or  for  Christ 
to  suffer  vicariously  for  others.  The 
whole  trend  of  thought  in  our  les¬ 
son  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Suffer¬ 
ing  Servant  was  himself  innocent 
of  any  wrong  but  was  suffering  be¬ 
cause  of  his  love  for  others;  act¬ 
ing  rather  as  a  substitute  for  those 
who  must  suffer  personally  if  some 
one  did  not  suffer  for  them.  That 
in  general  is  the  theory,  regarding 
Christ’s  death  on  the  cross.  He  suf¬ 
fered  death  on  the  cross,  not  be¬ 
cause  of  wrong  in  His  life  but  in 
order  that  those  who  have  sinned 
might  find  the  way  of  pardon, 
peace  and  for  themselves  a  way  of 
sacrificial  service. 

The  theories  regarding  the  a- 
tonement  are  so  numerous  and  at 
times  so  complex  that  it  would 
likely  be  more  confusing  than 
helpful  to  enumerate  them.  We 
cannot  altogether  understand  why 
it  wa^  necessary  for  the  Suffering 
Servant  of  Isaiah  or  the  Christ  of 
Galilee  to  suffer  for  others  except 
as  an  expression  of  deathless  love. 

Since  sincere  Bible  students  dif¬ 
fer  so  widely  in  their  theories  as 
to  why  Christ  died  on  the  cross, 
we  may  be  sure  that  the  answer  is 
not  simple.  Neither  is  it  easy  to 
understand  the  love,  the  mercy,  the 
forgiving  spirit  or  the  promise  by 
the  Lord  of  divine  companionship 
along  life’s  journey.  Nevertheless, 
multiplied  millions  testify  to  the 
reality  of  a  personal  experience  of 
God’s  mercy,  love,  forgiveness  and 
companionship. 

Whether  we  are  able  to  fully 
understand  it  or  not,  this  we  do 
know  that,  because  Christ  died  on 
the  cross  for  His  Jove  of  others,  we 
may,  Ipy  faith  in  Him,  approach 
God  and  enjoy  all  of  the  benefits 
and  blessings  Christianity  offers  to 
a-  lost  world.  It  is  no  more  neces¬ 
sary  to  understand  fully  the  atone¬ 
ment,  to.  enjoy  its  benefits,  than  i 
is  necessary  to  understand  all  o 
the  digestive  processes  before  w 
benefit  from  the  food  we  eat. 

Victory  Through  Suffering 

It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  life  tha 
real  victories  come  through  suffer- 
ing  of  some  character.  We  must  pai 
a  price  to  achieve  any  of  J 
worthwhile  goals  of  life.  The  Su 
fering  Servant  of  our  lesson  wou» 
“see  the  travail  of  his  soul  .  •  a 
be  satisfied.”  So  the  heart  of  Chris 
must  have  rejoiced  across  the  ce 
turies  because  of  the  multiP 
millions  who  have  walked  in 
pathway  of  righteousness  and  s 
vice  because  He,  by  His  life  1  ^ 
death,  made  it  possible  for  J 
to  have  such,  a  glorious  hig 
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N*.  ^  Church 

Acq^  Church 
Site 

The  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  has  recently  acquired  title 
to  property  at  the  corner  of  Canal 
Street  and  North  Jefferson  Davis 
Blvd.,  where  it  expects  to  build 
a  complete  church  plant  in  the  near 
future.' 

The  property  consists  of  221  feet 
frontage  on  Canal  Street  and  153 
feet  on  North  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd., 
the  entire  area  consisting  of  32,000 
square  feet. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Canal  Street  Methodist  Church 
were  consolidated  several  months 
ago,  a  move  taken  largely  because 
of  First  Church’s  forced  relocation. 
First  Church’s  building,  which  had 
been  in  use  at  a  St.  Charles  Street 
location  for  more  than  50  years, 
will  soon  be  demolished  to  make 
way  for  approaches  of  an  express¬ 
way  to  the  new  Mississippi  River 
bridge.  The  pastor,  Dr.  N.  H.  Mel- 
bert,  indicated  that  the  real  estate 
and  contemplated  building  costs 
will  exceed  $1,000,000.00. 

The  combined  congregations,  now 
known  as  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  are  now  worshipping  in 
the  Canal  Street  property  in  the 
4000  block  on  Canal  Street. 


Dallas  Pasfor 
Keynote  Speaker 
At  Conference 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.  will 
be  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  “Convocation 
°n  Citizenship”  on  Thursday,  Nov¬ 
ember  29.  The  special  call  session 
be  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria.  Dr.  Goodrich, 
pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  and  nationally  known  TV 
minister,  will  deliver  two  addresses 


ROBERT  E.  GOODRICH 


Resolution  On  Proposed  Constitutional 
Convention 


Passed  by 

The  Board  of  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches 

October  17,  1956 

WHEREAS  on  November  6,  1956,  the  citizens  of  Louisiana  are 
called  upon  to  vote  on  several  constitutional  amendments 

WHEREAS  one  of  the  amendments  provides  for  a  Constitutional 
Convention  to  be  held  in  accordance  with  Act.  No.  166  of  1956 

WHEREAS  while  we  are  willing  to  grant  that  there  might  be 
some  need  for  a  rewriting  of  our  Constitution  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  amended  331  times;  yet  we  feel* that  the  need  is 
not  one  of  such  immediate  urgency  that  it  should  lead  us  to  ignore 
the  danger  of  losing  any  of  the  hard-won  constitutional  safeguards 
now  existing 

WHEREAS  such  danger  is  far  more  real  than  imaginary  when 
one  considers  the  present  political  climate  in  Louisiana  where  politi¬ 
cal  factions  eye  each  other  with  suspicion  and  mistrust  and  there¬ 
fore  provide  a  fertile  ground  for  all  kinds  of  undesirable  compromises 

WHEREAS  we  believe  that  it  is  wiser  to  wait  for  a  time  when 
there  shall  be  a  calmer,  more  harmonious  and  less  acrimonious,  more 
judicial  and  less  partisan  political  atmosphere  in  Louisiana  before 
we  call  for  a  Constitutional  Convention, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED:  that  The  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  expresses  its  disapproval  of  the  amendment  in  question 
and  that  our  churches  be  informed  of  our  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Department  of  Civic  Affairs 
O.  S.  Chiocchio,  Chairman 

Adopted  unanimously,  Wednesday  noon,  October  17,  1956. 


ference.  Sponsored  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Boards  of  Social-Economic  Re¬ 
lations,  Temperance,  and  World 
Peace  the  Convocation  will  con¬ 
sider  Christian  opportunities  in 
these  concerns. 


Grant  Larger 
Parish  Studies 
Church  Emphasis 

The  quadrennial  emphasis  on  the 
local  church  was  studied  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Grant  Larger  Par¬ 
ish,  held  October  9,  in  the  parson¬ 
age  in  Colfax.  The  following 
churches  — re  represented  in  the 
Larger  Parish:  Colfax  and  Liberty 
Chapel;  Pollock  and  Selma;  Ball 
and  Bentley;  Cle|£ ,  Creek  and 
Pleasant  Grove;  HgLjI.'  Chapel  and 
Dry  Prong. 

The  ministers,  Clark  W.  Bell,  E. 
L.  McKay,  Odell  Simmons,  and  Ed 
Pickens  made  plan^Ao  organize  the 
four  commissions  in  every  church 
ml  work  through  them  in  pro¬ 
moting  missions,  evangelism,  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  and  stewardship. 
The  pastors  reported  progress  in 
every  phase  of  the  church  life. 

A  Training"  School  will  be  held 
in  February  with  three  areas  of 
the  Church  School  considered. 


DERIDDER  ADOPTS 
LONG  RANGE 
PROGRAM 

DeRidder  Methodists  approved 
on  Sunday  morning,  October  21,  a 
resolution  which  called  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  parsonage  in  the 
Cain-Lee  section  of  DeRidder.  The 
real  estate  on  which  the  parsonage 
is  to  be  erected  was  donated  to 
the  church  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H 
Cain  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Lee. 

The  lesolution  had  been  ap¬ 
proved  at  a  Quarterly  Conference 
held  at  an  earlier  date.  It  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Quarterly  Conference 
by  the  Long  Range  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Commission  on  Fi¬ 
nance,  jointly. 

In  the  over-all  program,  the  pre¬ 
sent  parsonage,  located  adjacent  to 
the  church,  will  be  used  for  addi¬ 
tional  educational  space.  Plans  call 
for  the  parsonage  to  be  built  and 
furnished  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
$25,000.00.  - 

Long  range  plans  call  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  wing  to  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  on  the  present 
site  of  the  old  parsonage,  at  a  cost 
not  to  exceed  $50,000.00.  Future 
plans  also  call  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  sanctuary  or  the  remodeling 
of  the  present  sanctuary  at  a  cost 


To  Dedicate 
Three  Children’s 
Home  Buildings 

Retired  Ministers* 

Home  Duplex 
Also  Scheduled 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  lead 
in  special  services  of  dedication  on 
Tuesday,  November  6,  at  11:00  a.m. 
of  three  new  buildings  on  the 
campus  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  Ruston,  according  to  Dr.  C. 
B.  White,  home  superintendent. 

The  first  duplex  to  be  erected  in 
the  Retired  Ministers’  Home  pro¬ 
gram,  erected  in  Ruston  earlier  this 
year,  will  also  be  dedicated  by 
Bishop  Martin. 

Olin  E.  Oeschger,  Chicago,  exe¬ 
cutive  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  will 
also  be  present  for  the  dedication 
exercises.  Dr.  White,  Floyd  B. 
James,  Ruston,  chairman  of  the 
children's  home  Board  of  Directors, 
and  Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling,  Logans- 
port,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  retired  ministers’ 
home,  extends  an  invitation  to  all 
Methodists  and  friends  of  these  two 
institutions  to  attend  the  dedica¬ 
tion  services. 

The  three  children’s  home  build¬ 
ings  include  Webb  Hall,  Shelley 
Cottage,  and  the  Ellen  McGill  Sulli¬ 
van  Memorial  Cottage,  all  memor¬ 
ial  buildings.  The  retired  ministers’ 
home  duplex  was  built  from  funds 
contributed  by  Methodist  Churches 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 

The  service  will  be  held  in  the 
Chapel  on  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  campus. 


not  to  exceed  $175,000.00. 

The  parsonage  construction  will 
begin  immediately.  Construction  of 
the  new  educational  wing  will  be¬ 
gin,  after  liquidation  of  the  parson¬ 
age  debt  and  half  of  the  cost  of 
the  educational  building  has  been 
raised.  Construction  of  the  new 
sanctuary  is  scheduled  to  be  under¬ 
taken  after  the  cost  of  the  educa¬ 
tional  wing  has  been  paid  and  half 
of  the  sanctuary  cost  has  been  col¬ 
lected. 

Members  of  the  Long  Range 
Planning  Committee  are:  Lee 
Youngblood,  Chairman,  R.  H.  Cros¬ 
by,  Jr.,  Brent  Seale,  Mrs.  John 
Lewis,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Frusha,  James  C. 
Whitaker.  Members  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Finance  are:  G.  K.  Bien- 
venu,  Chairman,  W.  E.  Hall,  Jr.,  W. 
N.  Riddick,  Glen  Olds,  Harry  Mc¬ 
Laughlin,  B.  K.  Roberts,  C.  C. 
Hayes,  and  Travis  Phillips.  The 
Rev.  James  C.  Whitaker  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


Scandinavian  Methodism  Shows  Growth 

.  Board  of  Missions  Release 

Representatives  of  Scandinavia’s  27,500  Methodists,  meeting  at  Arhus, 
Denmark,  for  the  quadrennial  session  of  the  Northern  Europe  Central  Con¬ 
ference,  pledged  their  members  to  an  enlarged  missionary  program,  con¬ 
demned  the  growing  alcohol  traffic,  and  expressed  a  desire  for  closer  fel¬ 
lowship  with  other  European  Methodists. 

The  conference  brought  together  delegates  from  Norway,.,  Sweden, 
Denmark  and  Finland  for  a  four-day  meeting,  September  26  to  30.  Bishop 
Odd  Hagen,  whose  episcopal  area  comprises  all  four  countries,  presided  at 
the  conference  sessions.  ✓ 

Two  American  visitors  were  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  of  the  Boston, 
Mass.,  episcopal  area,  the  official  representative  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
and  Miss  Lucille  Colony,  executive  secretary  for  India  and  Pakistan  of  the 


Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions.  Bishop  Lord  conducted  a 
communion  service,  and  Miss  Colo¬ 
ny,  en  route  to  India  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  centenary  there,  brought 
greetings  from  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  and  the  Board. 

Other  visiting  Methodists  in¬ 
cluded  Bishop  Theodor  Arvidson, 
retired  bishop  of  Scandinavia,  and 
Bishop  Ferdinand  Sigg  of  the 
Geneva  episcopal  area.  Bishop  Skat 
Hoffmeyer  represented  the  Danish 
Lutheran  Church,  the  state  church. 

The  conference  expressed  a  wil¬ 
lingness  to  increase  Scandinavian 
participation  in  the  world  Metho¬ 
dist  missionary  program  and  to 
seek  to  double  the  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  its  countries  in  the 
next  four  years.  It  was  reported 
six  candidates  are  currently  pre¬ 
paring  for  missionary  service. 

In  a  quadrennial  report  on  Scan¬ 
dinavian  Methodism,  Bishop  Hagen 
said  that  the  area  had  given  $40,000 
to  overseas  missions  in  the  last  few 
years.  “Though  the  economy  an 
Scandinavia  is  not  so  good  and  we 
are  grateful  to  American  Metho¬ 
dism  for  the  great  help  it  renders,” 
Bishop  Hagen  said,  “we  in  Scan¬ 
dinavia  must  not  always  be  on  the 
receiving  end.  We  must  also  be 
good  givers  to  world-wide  Metho¬ 
dism  and  I  am  happy  for  the  fine 
support  people  in  our  own  area 
have  given  to  the  missionary  pro¬ 
gram.” 

It  was  announced  that  Bishops 
Sigg  and  Hagen  expect  to  visit 
Methodist  missions  in  Algeria  and 
Tunisia  in  November  and  that  a 
300-page  book  is  being  printed  tell¬ 
ing  of  the  work  being  done  by 
Scandinavian  missionaries. 

Another  action  of  the  conference 
was  the  condemnation  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  liquor  traffic.  “A  resolution 
was  passed  denouncing  in  the 
strongest  terms  alcoholic  beverages 
and  the  damage  they  are  doing  in 
Scandinavia,  especially  Sweden,” 
reports  the  Rev.  Henning  Hall,  of 
Randers,  Denmark,  conference  cor¬ 
respondent.  “Problems  resulting 
from  excessive  drinking,  such  as 
drunken  driving,  are  becoming  al¬ 
most  catastrophic  in  some  places." 

The  conference  expressed  a  de¬ 
sire  for  closer  cooperation  with 
Methodists  elsewhere  in  Europe 
and  approved  the  all-Europe  Meth¬ 
odist  conference  to  be  held  in 
Stockholm,  Sweden,  in  July,  1957. 
They  commended  the  Methodist 
bishops  of  Europe  for  “the  good 
teamwork  that  exists  among  them.” 

The  conference  also  called  for 
more  energetic  work  on  the  part  of 
the  church  in  educating  children 
and  youth  to  a  “wider  Christian 
outlook.” 

In  his  report,  Bishop  Hagen  told 
of  the  expansion  of  Methodism  in 
Scandinavia,  particularly  in  the 
area  of  building.  New  churches 
have  been  built  in  Oslo  and  Moi 
Rina,  Norway,  in  Ylistara,  Finland, 
and  a  temple  in  Stockholm.  Hospi¬ 
tals  are  being  expanded  and  mod- 
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TO  PLAN 
ALASKA  COLLEGE 
CURRICULUM 

A  curriculum  for  the  proposed 
Alaska  Methodist  College  to  be 
established  at  Anchorage  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  given  initial  consideration 
at  a  meeting  of  the  National  Alaska 
Methodist  College  Committee  Nov¬ 
ember  9  at  the  University  of  Den¬ 
ver,  Denver,  Colo. 

The  committee,  which  is  an  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  Division  of  National  Home 
Missions,  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  will  meet  to  reorganize 
for  the  next  four  years,  to  hear  the 
curriculum  report  and  to  hear  other 
reports  relating  to  the  college  pro¬ 
gram.  The  proposed  college  is  to 
be  a  four-year  liberal  arts  school 
to  serve  all  Alaska  and  is  a  pro¬ 
ject  of  the  National  Division. 

The  curriculum  report  will  be 
presented  by  Dr.  Chester  Alter, 
chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Denver,  and  a  member  of  a  six- 
member  Academic  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  is  planning  the-  academic 
program  of  the  college. 

A  report  on  plans  for  a  charter 
will  be  given  by  H.  Conwell  Snoke, 
Philadelphia,  treasurer  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  and  coordinator  of 
the  college  development  program. 
A  report  of  a  campaign  to  raise 
about  five  million  dollars  for  the 
college  among  Methodist  churches 
in  the  states  will  be  given  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  Philadelphia, 
director  of  stateside  promotion. 
How  college  plans  are  progressing 
in  Alaska  will  be  reported  by  Ar¬ 
thur  Waldron,  chairman  of  the  An¬ 
chorage  college  committee. 

A  new  Alaska  college  committee 
was  appointed  by  the  National 
Division  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C., 
in  September,  when  the  Division 
reorganized  for  the  next  four  years. 
Bishop  Raymond  Grant,  Portland, 
Ore.,  chairman  of  the  committee 
from  1952  to  1956,  was  renamed  to 
the  committee  for  the  next  quad- 
rennium. 


ernized  in  Oslo  and  Bergen  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Methodist  centen¬ 
nial  in  Norway,  he  added,  and  new 
children’s  homes  have  been  erected 
in  Norway  and  Denmark. 

In  a  reference  to  the  Methodists 
of  the  Baltic  states,  Estonia,  Latvia 
and  Lithuania,  who  are  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain,  Bishop  Hagen  said  he 
had  received  a  telegram  recently 
from  Methodists  in  Estonia,  send¬ 
ing  their  greetings.  Bishop  Sigg 
said  he  also  had  been  in  contact 
with  Methodists  in  the  communist 
area  of  Europe,  particularly  in 
Hungary  which  he  visited  last 
August. 

In  summarizing  the  conference, 
Mr.  Hall  said,  “The  Central  Con¬ 
ference  became  for  all  concerned 
an  inspiring  practical  and  spiritual 
uplift  for  our  Scandinavian 
church.” 


WHICH  WAY,  LORD? 

Two  groups  of  men  prepare  today 

To  take  a  journey  down  Life’s  way. 

And,  as  I  stand  Life’s  road  beside 
The  two  groups  offer  me  a  ride. 

Above  both  groups  big  banners  fly, 

In  letters  huge,  that  catch  the  eye; 

The  spectacle  ’most  takes  my  breath, 

For,  my  choice  may  mean  life  or  death. 

“ VIEW  WITH  ALARM!”  one  banner  reads. 
Those  men  are  crooks,  suspect  their  deeds! 
They’ll  steal  you  blind!  Refuse  to  like 
Each  one,  yes,  all  who’ll  vote  for  Ike. 

"WE  POINT  WITH  PRIDE!”  the  others  chant, 
Fall  in  behind  the  Elephant! 

Enjoy  the  good  things  that  we’ll  give; 

Fear  not,  trust  us,  vote  "Ike”  and  live! 

Which  shall  I  choose?  I’m  at  a  loss 
Until  my  eye  rests  on  the  Cross 
That  daily  points  men  to  the  sky; 

And  mutely  asks,  "Why  will  ye  die?” 

All  truth  lies  not  with  either  side! 

Real  truth  lies  with  the  Crucified; 

And  from  within  I  hear  Him  say, 

" I  am  the  Truth,  the  Life,  the  Way!” 

Dan  R.  Robinson,  Minden 


The  Churchman 
Sermon  Contest 
Winners  Announced 

New  York  —  Twenty-seven  cler¬ 
gymen  representing  twelve  Pro¬ 
testant  denominations  won  honors 
in  the  1956  Freedom-of-Conscience 
Sermon  contest  sponsored  by  THE 
CHURCHMAN,  independent  journ¬ 
al  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  it  was  announced  today. 
The  winning  sermon  was  preached^ 
on  Palm  Sunday  by  the  Rev. 
George  R.  Edwards,  pastor  of  the 
Blacknall  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church,  Durham,  N.  C.,  on  the 
topic,  “Triumphal  (?)  Entry.” 

The  winning  minister  preaching 
on  this  basic  Protestant  concept, 
draws  a  parallel  between  modern 
man’s  Christian  beliefs  and  un- 
Christian  behavior.  He  asserts  there 
is  “the  need  in  our  day  for  a  free 
conscience  before  the  riotous 
clamor  of  the  crowd.”  The  sermon, 
published  in  the  November  1  is¬ 
sue  of  THE  CHURCHMAN,  cites 
several  threats  arrayed  against 
conscience  and  liberty  in  our  time 
and  protests  against  the  militariza¬ 
tion  of  men’s  minds. 

The  second  award  went  to  the 
Rev.  John  M.  Morris  of  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  Church,  Quincy,  Ill.,  whose 
sermon  protests  the  unconstitution¬ 
ality  of  the  California  loyalty  oaths 
for  churches.  The  real  issue,  he 
makes  clear,  is  the  right  of  citizens 
to  freedom  of  moral  judgement. 

The  third  award  went  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Harry  W.  Campbell,  minister 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
McAllen,  Texas,  whose  topic,  “Un¬ 
easy  Freedom,”  attacks  the  pres¬ 
sures  put  upon  Americans  to  con¬ 
form  with  ideas  arbitrarily  dubbed 
socially,  patriotically  or  politically 
“correct.” 


Named  Conference 
Preacher  For 
Central  Conference,  SA 

Amarillo  —  Dr.  Eugene  Slater, 
pastor  of  Polk  Street  Methodist 
church  here,  has  been  selected  by  | 
Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Barbieri  of 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  as  the 
devotional  speaker  for  the  Central 
Conference,  The  Methodist  Church, 
to  be  held  in  Cochabama,  Bolivia, 


in  November. 

Dr.  Slater,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Slater,  is  scheduled  to  leave  here 
Wednesday,  Oct.  31,  and  to  return 
in  early  December.  He  has  been 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  by  the 
Polk  Street  Church.  Friends  have 
made  the  trip  possible. 

First  stop  on  the  Slater’s  sche¬ 
dule  is  Lima,  Peru,  where  Vi- 
Slater  will  preach  at  Union  Church 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  4,  and  will  be 
speaking  on  two  other  occasions 
during  a  six  day  stay.  All  along 
the  route,  the  Slaters  expect  to 
be  visiting  missionaries,  viewing 
the  work  on  the  mission  fields  an 
doing  some  general  sight-seeing. 


Honorable  Mention  awards  wer 
presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bela  Va 
sady,  Professor  at  the  Evangel^ 
and  Reformed  Lutheran  Theolog 
cal  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa-, 
his  entry,  “You  Were  Called  £ 
Freedom,”  discussing  various  mea  j 

ings  of  Freedom-of-Conscience;  a 

to  the .  Rev.  Thomas  Paul  Slave  > 
Pasto  the  First  Christy 

Church^lBux  Falls,  S.  D->  » 

entry  ,>•  “Don’t  Be  a  Mama  Be  ’ 
an  original  format  depicting 
Three  Bears”  as  respectively 
thinkers  the  learners  and  the  s 


aneers. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD^1 


Methodists  Elect  New  African  Bishop 


Elisabethville,  Belgian  Congo  (RN 
S) — Dr.  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  49,  of 
Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  was  elected  bish¬ 
op  of  The  Methodist  Church  for 
Central  and  Southern  Africa. 

He  is  the  first  bishop  tp  be  elect¬ 
ed  by  the  African  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  which  comprises  Southern 
Rhodesia,  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  Angola  (Portuguese  West 
Africa),  and  Mozambique  (Portu¬ 
guese  East  Africa). 

Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth  of  Elis¬ 
abethville,  with  whom  Dr.  Dodge 
will  share  administrative  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  area,  was  elected  for 


Social  Concern  To 
Dominate  Rural 
Church  Movement 

-St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  A  social 
point  of  view  has  replaced  the  old 
individualism  in  rural  church  life, 
a  Missouri  theologian  said  here. 

Dr.  Mark  Rich,  professor  of  rural 
church  at  the  Bible  College  of 
Missouri,  addressed  the  National 
Convocation  on  the  Church  in 
Town  and  Country.  He  traced  the 
rural  church  movement  from  its 
beginnings  75  years  ago. 

The  convocation^  attended  by 
more  than  1,000  delegates  from 
over  20  Protestant  denominations, 
was  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’ ^  Department 
of  Town  and  Country  Church. 

Dr.  Rich  said  that  in  the  early 
years  “the  accent  in-  the  rural 
church  was  on  personal  evangel¬ 
ism;  today  social  responsibilities 
are  emphasized.” 

“The  old  individualism,”  he  said, 
“had  no  solution  for  the  declining, 
dying  church.  More  personal  piety, 
more  prayer,  more  sacrifice,  more 
faithful  church  attendance  —  these 
were  not  enough  to  stand  against 
the  decline  in  the  number  of  rural 
people  shifts  in  type  of  population, 
an  ascending  scale  of  costs,  a  lack 
of  leadership,  and  choking  compe¬ 
tition.” 

In  its  place,  he  said,  has  come  a 
social  concern  as  a  result  of  which 
churches  work  together  to  make 
their  rural  ministry  more  effective, 
and  each  church  tends  to  be  “a 
guiding  light  for  all  community 
agencies.” 

Thanks  to  the  new  look  in  the 
rural  church  movement,  Dr.Rich 
told  the  delegates,  the  churches 
now  find  themselves  aligned  or  in 
partnership  with  rural  agricultural 
groups  such  as  4-H  Clubs,  Exten¬ 
sion  Service  breeding  clubs,  co¬ 
operatives  and  others. 

“The  social  view  is  the  charac¬ 
teristic  which  gives  the  rural 
church  movement  its  new  distinc¬ 
tion,”  he  said.  “And  it  is  through 
this  Gospel  that  rural  America  is 
to  be  saved.” 


Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS')  —  Two 
flew  international  postcards  to  be 
issued  by  the  Post  Office  Depart¬ 
ment  will  feature  the  national 
motto  “In  God  We  Trust,”  Post¬ 
master  General  Arthur  E.  Sum- 
merfield  announced  here. 

One  is  a  four-cent  card  that  will 
carry  a  message  to  any  part  of  the 
w°rld  and  receive  the  same  han¬ 
dling  as  first-class  letter  mail.  The 


African  service  by  the  Methodist 
Northeastern  Jurisriction  (in  the 
U.  S.)  in  1944. 

The  bishop-elect,  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions’  secretary  for 
Africa  an£  Europe  since  1950,  was 
to  be  consecrated  at  a  service  here 
by  Bishop  Booth  and  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  J.  Moore  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on 
Oct.  21. 

Dr.  Dodge  was  a  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Angola  from  1936  to 
1946,  during  which  time  he  also 
was  the  Board  of  Mission’s  legal 
representative  and  twice  acted  as 
interim  secretary  for  the  Angola 
Alliance  of  Protestant  Missions. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Africa,  he 
served  pastorates  at  Malden,  Mass., 
and  Mohall  N.  D.,  and  from  1946  to 
1949  was  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  East  Long  Maeadow, 
Mass. 

In  recent  years  he  also  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Africa  committee 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es’  Division  of  Foreign  Missions 
and  an  executive  board  member  of 
Church  World  Service  and  of  the 
Committee  on  World  Literacy  and 
Christian  Literature. 


Survey  Shows  Majority 
Rural  People  Do  Not 
Go  To  Church 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  A  great 
majority  of  the  people  in  rural 
areas  of  Missouri  don’t  go  to 
church,  according  to  a  report  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  National  Convocation 
on  the  Church  in  Town  and  Coun-^ 
try  here. 

It  was  based  on  a  study  conduct¬ 
ed  over  the  past  four,  years  by  the 
University  of  Missouri’s  depart¬ 
ment  of  rural  sociology. 

The  report  showed  that; 

Less  than  a  fourth  of  rural  Mis¬ 
sourians  attended  Sunday  services 
on  an  average  Sunday. 

Country  churches  often  are 
located  badly,  miles  from  their 
potential  parishioners. 

Country  clergymen  earn  incomes 
far  below  national  averages^  and 
ministers  of  the  small  “sect” 
churches  live  on  a  virtual  poverty 
level. 

A  full-time  country  pastor  aver¬ 
ages  a  work  week  of  46.3  hours. 

Findings  of  the  survey  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  more  than  1.000  Protest¬ 
ant  rural  life  leaders  attending  the 
convocation  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Hep- 
pie,  rural  sociologist  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Missouri.  The  study  was 
carried  out  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  Bible  College  of  Missouri,  Co¬ 
lumbia,  and  the  Rockefeller  Foun¬ 
dation.  It  covered  505  rural  church¬ 
es  and  345  clergymen  in  six  sample 
areas. 


other  is  an  eight-cent  international 
postage-paid  reply  card  which 
U.  S.  citizens  can  send  correspon¬ 
dents  aboard.  It  can  be  returned 
postage  free  anywhere  in  the 
world. 

The  design  for  the  cards  will  be 
similar  to  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
emblem  that  now  appears  on  three 
and  eight-cent  postage  stamps  but 
the  motto  will  stand  out  more 


Communists  Seek 
World  Atheistic 
Cooperation 

London  (RNS)  —  Russia’s  top 
organization  for  atheistic  propa¬ 
ganda  has  announced  a  campaign 
for  cooperation  with  similar  groups 
in  other  countries,  the  Moscow 
Radio  reported. 

The  group  is  the  All-Union  S’o-  ' 
ciety  for  the  Dissemination  of 
Scientific  and  Political  Knowledge, 
which  claims  a  membership  of 
340,000. 

According  to  the  Soviet  station, 
the  new  campaign  was  announced 
simultaneously  with  the  election  of 
M.  B.  Mitkin,  a  member  of  the 
"Soviet  Academy  of  Sciences,  to 
succeed  A.  I.  Oparin,  another  aca¬ 
demician  as  chairman  of  the  so¬ 
ciety.  The  station  said  the  latter 
resigned  because  of  ill-health. 

The  society  is  the  successor  to 
the  League  of  Militant  Atheists 
which  was  formed  in  1925  to  fight 
i  religious  “superstitions.”  It  ceased 
to  function  in  1941.  This  was  after 
the  Moscow  government  decided  to 
soften  its  former  uncompromising 
opposition  to  religion  in  order  to 
increase  support  for  the  war  effort 
among  religious  believers. 


Burbank,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  New 
Methodist  congregations  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  financial  start  through  a 
Bishop’s  Prospector’s  fund  of  more 
than  $500,000. 

Completion  of  a  three-year  drive 
found  the  goal  over-subscribed  by 
$11,000,  Bishop  Gerald  H.  Kennedy 
of  Los  Angeles  announced  as  he 
wound  up  his  third  annual  whirl¬ 
wind  campaign  plugging  the  cause. 

The  idea,  which  originated  with 
George  Steed,  Alhambra,  Calif.  _ 


CHINESE  NAMED  PASTOR 
OF  METHODIST 
CONGREGATIONS 

Morristown,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  The 
Rev.  I.  Hsin  Liu,  a  native  of  Shan¬ 
tung,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1947  to  study  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California,  has  been 
named  full-time  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  churches  here  and  in 
nearby  Elysian,  Minn. 

He  is  the  first  Chinese  to  serve 
as  pastor  of  a  Methodist  church  in 
this  state  and  one  of  the  few  ever 
to  be  in  charge  of  a  cnurch  of  the 
denomination  anywhere  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  Liu,  59,  had  served  a  27-year 
Methodist  pastorate  in  China  be¬ 
fore  coming  to  the  U.  S.  .He  also 
was  supervisor  of  mission  elemen¬ 
tary  for  the  Methodist  North  China 
area. 

His  wife  and  two  daugthers  stay¬ 
ed  in  Peiping  when  he  came  to  this 
country  and  he  has  not  been  able 
to  establish  contact  with  them 
since  1951. 


clearly  than  on  the  stamps. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  United 
States  has  issued  such  international 
postcards.  They  will  be  placed  on 
sale  Nov.  16  in  New  York  City. 


Over  60  Per  Cent  Of 
Arrests  Related  To 
Liquor 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
More  than  60  per  cent  of  all  ar¬ 
rests  made  by  police  in  the  first 
six  months  of  1956  were  due  to 
crimes  directly  related  to  alco¬ 
holic  beverages,  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Temperance  said  here. 

The  board  said  an  analysis  of 
the  latest  FBI  Uniform  Crime 
Report  shows  that  out  of  2,945,- 
216  arrests  for  all  offenses  made 
by  police  in  1.771  reporting  citi¬ 
es.  some  60.68-Der  cent  were  re¬ 
lated  to  alcohol. 

These  arrests  included  1  273,- 
919  for  drunkenness,  325,935 
for  disorderly  conduct,  137,098 
for  driving  while  intoxicated 
and  50.195  for  violations  of  state 
and  federal  liquor  laws. 

The  total  of  1,786,547  liquor- 
related  arrests  amounted  to  al¬ 
most  10  000  a  day,  the  board 
oointed  out.  It  noted  the  figures 
did  not  include  a  number  of 
other  crimes,  such  as  rape,  man¬ 
slaughter  and  homicide,  in 
which  liquor  may  have  played  a 
oart. 


contractor,  is  believed  to  be  unique 
in  the  country. 

The  Bishop’s  Prosnector’s  Fund 
will  be  a  revolving  fund,  operated 
by  laymen. 

They  will  survey  areas  into 
which  California’s  and  Arizona’s 
booming  population  is  apt  to  ex¬ 
pand.  Then  they  will  use  money 
from  the  fund  to  purchase  sites  for 
future  Methodist  churches  in  areas 
where  housing  developments  are 
lik°Iv  to  snring  up. 

This  will  be  done  before  land 
values  rise,  if  possible. 

Once  organized,  a  new  congrega¬ 
tion  will  begin  returning  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  of  its  property  to  the 
fund,  so  that  it  may  be  used  else 
where. 

So  far  the  fund  has  twice  invest¬ 
ed  the  same  $200.000_  and  other  in¬ 
vestments  are  under  consideration. 
Twenty-two  sites  have  been  pur¬ 
chased,  11  churches  organized, 
seven  more  are  in  process  of  or¬ 
ganization  or  are  planned  and  ad¬ 
ditional  sites  have  been  studied. 

Many  of  the  new  churches  have 
been  remarkably  successful. 


DENIES  GOVERNMENT 
SUPPRESSING  LIQUOR 
STATISTICS 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Department  of  Commerce  denied 
here  it  is  suppressing  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  statistics  on  the  sale  and 
consumpton  of  alcoholic  beverages. 

Replying  to  recent  charges  by 
Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Hays  of  Evanston, 
Ill.,  president  of  the  National 
W  o  m  a  n’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  a  department  spokesman 
said  it  published  an  official  esti¬ 
mate  of  American  consumers’  ex¬ 
penditure  on  liquor  in  the  July, 
1956  issue  of  its  monthly  “Survey 
of  Current  Business.” 

The  estimate  for  1955  was  $9,- 
050  000,000,  an  increase  of  about 
$1,000,000,000  over  1954. 


International  Postcards  To  Feature 
"In  God  We  Trust" 


Bishop's  Prospector's  Fund  To  Aid 
New  Methodist  Congregations 
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Editorials: 

t&wo  Reasons  tyor  breaching 

WE  saw  a  statement  sometime  ago  which  gave  two  reasons 
for  preaching.  The  statement  said,  in  substance,  “Some 
preachers  preach  because  they  have  to  say  something, 
others  preach  because  they  have  something  to  say.” 

It  is  a  rather  meaningless  performance  for  the  minister,  and 
for  his  people  as  well,  if  he  makes  his  preparation  for  the  coming 
Sunday  services  because,  come  eleven  o’clock  or  seven-thirty,  “he 
has  to  say  something.”  It  is  a  thrilling  experience  for  a  minister  to 
make  his  preparation  for  the  services  for  the  Sunday  ahead  when 
“he  has  something  to  say.” 

Few  preachers,  if  any,  always  preach  with  the  same  intensity 
of  conviction  and  earnestness.  Nevertheless,  there  should  be  a  sense 
of  mission  in  the  heart  of  every  preacher  every  time  he  enters  the 
pulpit.  He  should  feel  that  “he  has  something  to  say”  that  should 
be  said  and  that  his  people  should  hear.  Only  so  will  he  have  the 
joy  of  preaching  that  should  come  to  every  minister  of  God. 

c 54  (Choice-  -  *But  Qh oose  v 

NEXT  week  is  polling  time  for  Americans,  and  they  will  flock 
to  the  voting  places  by  the  millions  to  register  their  choice 
of  candidates  and  issues  which  their  votes  will  decide.  The 
important  aspect  of  this  matter  for  Americans  is  that  “votes”  will 
be  the  deciding  factor.  No  one  person,  no  one  group  of  persons,  no 
threat  will  coerce  the  American  vote.  Neither  is  the  voting  a  farce, 
the  outcome  of  which  is  predetermined.  In  America,  the  people 
have  a  choice,  but  they  must  choose. 

After  the  votes  have  been  counted,  and  candidates  and  issues 
have  been  decided,  there  will  be  many  who  will  add  up  the  total 
number  of  votes  cast  and  make  the  discovery  that  while  millions 
have  voted,  there  have  been  other  millions  who  didn’t  vote,  and  in 
many  instances  it  is  the  millions  who  choose  not  to  vote  that  decide 
elections. 

There  are  constitutional  amendments  on  the  ballot,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  in  Arkansas,  which  will  be  decided  by  the  stay  at  home 
vote,  which  if  it  had  been  an  active  participant  in  the  November 
choice  it  would  be  decided  differently.  This  same  can  be  said  for 
issues  which  confront  the  voters  in  Louisiana  next  week. 

Freedom  to  vote  also  means  freedom  not  to  vote  just  as  any 
freedom  implies  the  absence  of  coercion  to  follow  a  certain  course. 
Voting,  however,  is  like  many  of  the  special  privileges  which  are 
a  part  of  a  free  world;  it  sometimes  is  not  appreciated  until  it  is 
taken  away  from  one  and  it  very  often  is  taken  away  simply 
through  disuse.  Responsible  citizenship  implies  the  exercise  of  the 
duties  of  citizenship,  one  of  which  is  voting. 

Voting  is  also  the  great  leveler  of  humanity.  The  great  and  the 
humble  each  have  one  vote  and  they  each  count  the  same.  This  is 
good  and  practically  all  agree  as  it  should  be.  But  the  system  still 
has  one  difficulty:  everyone  doesn’t  vote.  Some  have  simply  chosen 
not  to  choose. 

Unaided  Revolutions  <£\re  'Very  Uncertain 

THE  free  world  has  been  deeply  moved  by  the  .Hungarian  revo¬ 
lution  which  has  been  in  progress  now  for  several  days,  in 
which  thousands  of  Hungarians  have  died.  As  we  write,  there 
are  conflicting  reports  about  the  progress  it  is  making.  One  report 
indicates  that  Russians  have  agreed  to  remove  Russian  troops 
from  Hungary.  Another  report  has  it  that  additional  troops  and 
armaments  are  being  moved  into  Hungary  from  Rumania. 

Revolution  against  an  established  government  today  is  very 
uncertain  indeed,  unless  the  revolutionists  are  joined  by  the  army. 
Since  Hungary  has  no  army  of  its  own,  of  size,  revolution  against 
Russian  domination  is  all  but  hopeless,  if  the  Russians  really  want 
to  crush  the  revolt  by  force.  The  only  thing  that  will  prevent  their 
doing  so  are  world  opinion  and  the  terrible  double-cross  they  would 
give  to  all  of  their  peace  propaganda  if,  by  force,  they  prevent  a 
nation,  theoretically  free  and  independent,  from  setting  up  a  gov¬ 
ernment  after  its  own  choosing. 

Revolutions  are  difficult  and  dangerous  today  since  all  arma¬ 
ments  of  strength  are  in  the  hands  of  the  established  government. 


*  THE  FLOWER  THEREOF  FALLEtH  AWAY* 


There  was  a  time  when  a  revolutionary  force  could  arm  itself, 
in  a  short  time,  about  as  well  as  the  regular  forces  of  the  nation. 
In  that  day,  about  the  only  arms  needed  by  the  revolutionists  were 
bows  and  arrows,  spears,  swords  or  a  well-balanced  club.  With 
these  implements  of  warfare,  one  man  was  about  as  dangerous 
as  another. 

That  has  all  changed  now.  Today  it  requires  months,  even 
years,  millions  of  workers,  factories  without  number  and  billions 
of  dollars  to  prepare  for  war.  The  instruments  of  destruction  in 
the  hands  of  government  are  overpowering.  We  recall,  in  the  revo¬ 
lution  in  East  Germany  some  time  ago,  German  patriots  were  re¬ 
ported  as  fighting  tanks  with  rocks.  What  chance  would  American 
revolutionists  have  had  against  an  England  armed  with  tanks, 
bombs,  guided  missiles  and  bombing  planes.  As  it  was,  the  guns 
of  England  were  hardly  as  deadly  as  a  squirrel  rifle  in  the  hands 
of  an  American  patriot. 

Because  revolution  against  an  established  government,  willing 
to  use  its  powers  to  suppress  revolution,  is  practically  hopeless,  it 
■would  be  an  unthinkable,  indescribable  calamity  for  a  nation  like 
Russia  to  over-run  the  world.  Having  destroyed  the  power  of 
other  nations  to  make  war,  with  present  implements  of  destruc¬ 
tion,  present  means  of  transportation  and  communication,  such 
a  nation  would  be  in  position  to  rule  the  world  for  centuries  on 
end. 

c&otal  Qiving  Still  Q limbing 

ENCOURAGING  reports  continue  to  be  given  about  the  finan¬ 
cial  contributions  of  church  people  to  their  churches.  A  report 
just  released  by  the  National  Council  indicates  that  during 
1955  a  total  of  more  than  $1.8  billion  was  contributed  for  all  pur¬ 
poses  to  churches,  an  increase  of  11  per  cent  over  the  1954  figure. 
Another  encouraging  factor  is  the  eight  per  cent  increase  in  per 
capita  giving,  from  $49.96  in  1954  to  a  new  all-time  high  of  $53.94. 

Highest  per  member  giving  for  all  purposes  was  recorded  by 
Methodists,  but  not  our  own  Methodist  group.  The  Free  Methodist 
Church  contributed  an  average  of  $193.45.  Evidently,  that  word 
“free”  in  the  denomination’s  name  holds  another  meaning  than 
that  commonly  associated  with  “free.” 

We  believe  that  what  it  all  adds  up  to  in  our  own  church  is 
that  a  larger  per  centage  of  our  people,  year  after  year,  are  con¬ 
tributing  financially  to  our  churches.  If  there  was  a  way  to  actually 
determine  what  is  being  given  by  those  Methodists  who  support 
the  church  with  their  money,  the  average  would  compare  favorably 
with  many  other  groups.  One  of  Methodism’s  greatest  opportuni¬ 
ties  today  is  within  its  own  membership,  those  groups  found  in  al¬ 
most  every  church  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are  not  active 
and  who  do  not  support  their  church,  either  by  their  presence, 
effort,  or  means. 
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Revival  At 
First  Church 
Natchitoches 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  of  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  the 
visiting  evangelist  for  revival  serv¬ 
ices  to  be  conducted  November  4 
through  9,  7:00  to  7:30  a.m.  and 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches.  The  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Choir,  the  Youth  Choir,  and 
the  Chancel  Choir  will  provide 
special  music  and  lead  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  singing  on  successive 
nights.  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is 
the  pastor. 


CENTENARY  NEWS 

Dr.  Leroy  Vogel,  dean  of  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  spoke  on  the  topic, 
“Footnotes  to  the  Presidential  Elec¬ 
tion”  last  Tuesday  at  the  annual 
Ladies’  Night  program  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  Jonesboro  Methodist 
Church.  Dean  Vogel  has  been  called 
upon  frequently  in  recent  months 
to  discuss  the  political  situation  be¬ 
fore  civic,  church  and  fraternal  or¬ 
ganizations.  Rev.  George  W.  Dam- 
eron  is  pastor  of  the  Jonesboro 
church. 


Delton  Pickering  of  Houston, 
Tex.,  ministerial  student  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College  and  active  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Movement,  has  been 
elected  president  of  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa,  honorary  leadership  fra¬ 
ternity.  Robert  Price  and  Lee  Pope- 
joy,  both  of  Shreveport,  are  the 
new  vice  president  and  treasurer, 
respectively.  C.  A.  Hickcox,  dean 
of  students  and  faculty  adviser  to 
ODK,  traditionally  serves  as  secre¬ 
tary. 


Arkansas  CROP  Week 
Proclaimed 

Governor  Orval  E.  Faubus,  ap¬ 
pearing  on  KATV  in  Little  Rock 
Friday  with  the  Rev.  John  Kincaid, 
Mid-South  CROP  Director,  Mem¬ 
phis,  proclaimed  the  week  of  Oc¬ 
tober  28  as  CROP  Week  in  Arkan¬ 
sas. 

The  Christian  Rural  Overseas 
Program — CROP  for  short — is  the 
way  farmers  and  other  church  peo¬ 
ple  have  of  sharing  their  rice,  cot¬ 
ton,  soybeans  and  cash  with  those 


unfortunates  living  within  the 
shadow  of  the  Bamboo  and  Iron 
Curtain. 

“A  goal  of  $50,000  in  cash  and 
commodities  has  been  set  by  the 
people  of  the  15  Arkansas  counties 
with  organized  CROP  Boards,”  the 
Governor  stated. 

The  U.  S.  Government  gives  sur¬ 
plus  commodities  to  CROP  and  ships 
them  overseas  without  cost.  This 
makes  it  possible  for  CROP  to  dis¬ 
tribute  more  than  100  lbs.  of  surplus 
food  for  each  dollar  donated. 

“Food  and  cotton  are  distributed 


in  the  name  of  Christ  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  church  agencies  who 
serve  in  the  areas  of  greatest  need. 
Every  shipment  is  clearly  labeled  as 
a  Voluntary  Gift  From  the  Amer¬ 
ican  People,”  the  Rev.  Kincaid 
pointed  out. 

In  closing,  the  Governor  congrat¬ 
ulated  the  church  leaders,  Agricul¬ 
tural  Extension  Service,  Farm  Bu¬ 
reau  and  the  many  civic  and  service 
organizations  which  have  provided 
leadership  for  the  CROP  program 
in  Arkansas. 


Alexandria  First  Church  Choir  In  Program  At  DeQuincy 


The  choir  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  presented  an  “Evening  of  Music”  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  De  Quincy,  on  Sunday  evening, 
October  14.  Included  in  the  choir  was  Miss  Shirley 


McKmght,  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  McKnight. 
Rev.  Mr.  McKnight  is  the  De  Quincy  pastor,  and  Paul 
D.  White  is  the  choir  director. 


November  In  The  Louisiana  Conference  Is 

RETIRED  MINISTERS'  HOMES  MONTH 


Pictured  above  in  center  is  first  Re¬ 
tired  Minsters’  Home,  built  earlier 
this  year  at  Ruston. 


At  left  are  Rev.  B.  D.  Watson  and 
Rev.  James  R.  Strozier,  who  with 
their  wives  reside  in  the  duplex 
home  built  this  year  at  Ruston  for 
retired  ministers. 


Send  All  Contributions  Direct  To 

Retired  Ministers'  Homes  Board,  Box  175,  Logansport 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


Bt  Ralph  W.  Bockmaa 


POWER  OF  IMAGINATION 

We  sometimes  pooh-pooh  an  idea  by  saying  of  it,  “Oh,  that  exists  only 
in  his  imagination.”  Well,  that  is  just  about  the  most  powerful  position 
for  an  idea  to  hold,  for  when  it  gets  into  the  imagination  and  stays  there, 
it  is  mettv  sure  to  produce  results.  In  fact,  so  powerful  is  it  that  psycholo¬ 
gists  recognize  a  Law  of  Reversed  Effort  which  reads 
like  this:  “When  the  imagination  and  the  will  are  in 
conflict  the  imagination  always  wins.” 

We  may  not  believe  that  at  first,  but  experience 
bears  it  out.  Keep  thinking  about  something,  and  even 
though  you  set  your  will  against  it,  it  is  amazing  how 
the  image  feeds  the  desire  until  finally  you  do  it. 

Realizing  this  power  of  imagination,'  Job  said,  “I 
have  made  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes.”  Job  knew  that 
he  must  control  his  gaze  if  he  was  to  control  his  con¬ 
duct.  Jesus  stressed  this  same  truth  in  His  warning 
against  the  lustful  look.  Our  Lord  knew  that  the 
imagination  which  protests  the  eye-gate  and  the  ear-gate  is  character’s 
first  line  of  defense.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  the  imagination 
is  a  person’s  first  line  of  defense  in  protecting  his  virtue  and  integrity. 
Yes,  and  I  will  add  that  the  imagination  of  a  people  is  a  nation’s  first 
line  of  defense. 

Even  if  we  do  not  yield  to  the  temptations  conjured  up  by-  the  imagi¬ 
nation,  the  very  consideration  of  them  consumes  our  time  and  divides 
our  energy.  Harold  Begbie  once  drew  a  very  interesting  contrast  between 
the  wives  of  two  former  foreign  premiers.  Both  had  characters  above 
suspicion,  but  while  one  of  them  lived  on  such  a  high  plane  that  un¬ 
worthy  suggestions  never  entered  her  mind,  the  other  would  flirt  with 
temptation  by  inviting  the  questionable  proposition  into  the  vestibule 
of  her  thought. 

A  temptation,  you  know,  is  like  one  of  those  slick  house-to-house 
salesmen  who,  if  he  gets  one  foot  inside  the  door,  can  spoil  your  morning. 
To  have  such  control  of  our  mind’s  doors  that  we  do  not  give  even  a 


foothold  to  an  evil  suggestion,  to  preserve  our  imagination  undefiled  by 
degrading  images,  to  keep  our  tastes  so  that  they  gravitate  toward  the 
things  that  are  true  and  honorable  and  lovely  and  pure  and  of  good  re¬ 
port — that  is  a  part  of  wjiat  Christ  had  in  mind  when  He  bade  His  fol¬ 
lowers  possess  their  souls. 

And  such  possession  of  the  pure  imagination  requires  patience  and 
discipline  to  achieve.  Our  wills  may  be  converted  to  Christ  while  our 
imaginations  remain  in  bondage  to  deviltry.  We  have  to  school  our 
thoughts,  cultivate  the  company  of  the  best  characters,  live  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  things  Christ  liked  until  we  learn  to  like  them  too. 

How  do  you  interpret  our  Lord’s  Prayer:  “Lead  us  not  into  tempta¬ 
tion”?  Does  it  not  mean  asking  God’s  help  to  guard  our  imaginations,  to 
lead  our  thoughts  away  from  those  areas  which  arouse  evil  suggestions? 
Yes,  if  we  are  to  possess  our  souls,  we  must  look  to  the  first  line  of  de¬ 
fense  and  possess  our  imaginations  as  well  as  our  wills  and  our  presence 
of  mind. 

But  the  imagination  is  not  only  our  first  line  of  defense.  It  is  also 
our  power  for  advance.  It  is  the  men  of  imagination  who  see  ahead  of 
the  crowd  and  become  our  pioneers  and  prophets,  our  poets  and  inventors. 

What  schoolboy  has  not  thrilled  to  the  adventure  of  “Treasure  Is¬ 
land”?  Where  was  the  island  of  daring  exploits  and  hidden  wealth?  Last 
summer  I  discovered  it.  During  our  visit  to  Edinburgh  our  guide  took  us 
to  the  house  where  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  lived  as  a  boy.  Across  from 
that  house  was  a  small  park.  In  the  rainy  season  a  little  lake  of  water 
formed  there,  and  in  the  center  of  it  was  a  tiny  island.  Out  toward  that 
island  the  disease-stricken  youth,  Robert  Stevenson,  looked  from  his  sick¬ 
room  day  after  day.  According  to  the  guide,  the  lad  in  his  vivid  imagina¬ 
tion  peopled  that  island  with  exciting  personages,  and  this  experience 
inspired  Stevenson  later  to  write  “Treasure  Island.” 

The  gay,  indomitable  Stevenson  sent  his  imagination  out  on  voyages 
of  discovery  while  his  body  was  confined  to  bed.  John  Bunyan  glimpsed 
in  his  mind  the  Heavenly  City  and  wrote  “Pilgrim’s  Progress”  from  a 
cell  in  Bedford  Prison.  “Stone  walls  do  not  a  prison  make  nor  iron  bars 
a  cage”  to  the  imagination  which  seeks  higher  things. 

What  pictures  are  we  hanging  in  our  imagination?  On  their  quality 
hangs  our  future. 
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A  NEW  LAW  FOR  THE  “LAWYER” 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  Jewish  boy 
who  decided  that  he  wanted  to  be  well  versed 
in  the  law.  He  heard  his  father  read  the  Books 
of  the  Law  in  his  home.  Then  he  heard  the 
priest  read  them  in  the  synagogue.  He  also 
heard  the  priest  read  a  lot  of  laws  that  had 
been  written  by  other  priests  who  had  been 
more  interested  in  promoting  their  own  inter¬ 
ests  than  the  spiritual  interest  of  the  people. 
Since  the  priests  were  able  to  say  long  passages 
of  laws  from  memory  and  then  boast  that  they 
had  not  broken  a  one  of  them,  the  young  boy 
began  also  to  learn  the  many  laws  so  that  he 
too  could  say  them.  There  were  laws  about 
‘what  to  do  on  the  sabbath;  how  far  to  walk  on 
a  single  day  and  still  not  break  the  law,  what 
to  do  about  returning  violence  to  the  person 
who  had  done  him  wrong;  these  and  hundreds 
of  others  that  had  little  to  do  with  spiritual 
growth,  but  which  helped  a  fellow  to  feel 
mighty  righteous  if  he  could  boast  that  he 
obeyed  them  all. 

This  young  boy  grew  to  manhood  with  the 
idea  that  Jews  were  better  than  others  not  just 
because  they  were  God’s  chosen  people,  but 
because  they  were  good  keepers  of  the  laws 
that  they  had  made.  He  was  so  legal-minded 
that  many  called  him  a  lawyer.  He  did  not 
mind  challenging  anyone  who  stood  up  to  ex¬ 
pound  the  law.  After  all,  he  had  known  Jewish 
law  all  his  life.  Therefore  when  he  heard  of 
the  wandering  carpenter  who  was  constantly 
telling  people  how  to  act,  no  one  was  surprised 
that  the  “lawyer”  found  a  way  of  meeting  Him. 
Jesus  certainly  was  not  going  to  fool  him.  He 
would  show  the  carpenter  that  as  long  as  the 
laws  were  obeyed,  it  did  not  matter  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  those  who  did  not  know  or  obey  them. 

He  got  his  chance  soon  enough.  After  meet¬ 
ing  Jesus,  he  tossed  a  question  at  Him  about 
the  most  irpportant  deed  one  could  do.  A  part 
of  the  Master’s  answer  dealt  with  one’s  neigh¬ 
bor.  This  was  the  legalist’s  chance.  Drawing 
himself  up  to  his  full  height,  he  asked  disdain¬ 
fully,  “And  just  who  is  my  neighbor?” 

We  know  the  rest  of  the  story.  It  is  known 
as  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  Jesus 
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WE  ARE  TRUSTEES 

We  note  that  the  words  steward  and  stew¬ 
ards  appear  14  times  in  the  Bible — 6  times  in 
the  O.T.  and  8  times  in  the  N.T.;  while  steward¬ 
ship  is  used  four  times,  all  in  the  N.T.  This  is 
in  the  King  James  Version  and  in  its  revisions. 

It  should  be  noted,  too,  that  steward  and 
stewardship  were  agricultural  words  quite 
common  in  the  thought  and  speech  of  the  rural 
England  of  King  James;  and  they  even  have 
certain  humble  rural-centered  connotations  in 
England  today.  But  they-  are  today  not  much 
used  in  the  common  language  of  “the  man  on 
the  street”  (or  even  on  the  rural  road)  of  Am¬ 
erica  today.  I  fear  they  are  too  often  confined 
to  the  more  literary  language  of  the  church 
and  the  pulpit. 

The  latest  ghost  writer  for  Noah  Webster’s 
ghost  says  that  (figuratively)  a  steward  is  “one 
who  acts  as  a  custodian,  administrator,  or  super¬ 
visor”;  and  that  a  trustee  was  (originally)  “a 
person  regarded  with  trust,  or  to  whom  some¬ 
thing  is  entrusted;  now,  one  trusted  to  keep  or 
administer  something.”  The  words  are,  there¬ 
fore,  interchangeable  today  in  the  sense  in 
which  they  are  used  in  Scripture.  And  I  like 
the  thought  of  one  American  translator  that 
most  of  us  would  understand  the  executive 
who  said,-  “Give  an  account  of  your  trustee¬ 
ship;  for  you  may  no  longer  be  a  trustee.”  (Dr. 
Moffatt  uses  the  word  factor  for  steward,  but 
this  is  little  used  in  our  common  speech.  The 
Basic  English  N.T.  calls  the  man  the  manager 
of  property,  and  his  responsibility  his  position.) 


in  this  story  told  the  young  man  that  his  neigh¬ 
bor  wasn’t  just  the  fellow  who  lived  across 
the  street,  or  the  family  who  sat  in  the  same 
pew  at  church,  or  the  friend  he  met  every 
morning  on  the  way  to  work.  Jesus  said  in  so 
many  words  that  a  neighbor  is  one  who  meets 
human  need  wherever  it  is,  whether  on  our 
street  or  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  Meth¬ 
odists  can  be  proud  that  John  Wesley  said 
sincerely,  “I  regard  the  world  as  my  parish”. 
Our  heritage  is  to  love  all  peoples  and  try'  to 
minister  to  them  in  whatever  may  be  their 
need. 


This  trusteeship,  as  taught  by  Jesus,  as 
lived  by  Jesus,  and  as  understood  by  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  is  a  way  of  living,  a  philosophy  of  life, 
an  attitude  of  mind  and  spirit  (and  a  doing 
because  of  the  attitude)  toward  God,  toward 
God’s  total  creation,  and  especially  toward  the 
gifts  and  the  blessings  that  come  to  our  hands 
from  God’s  love  and  bounty.  The  basic  prin¬ 
ciple  of  this  trusteeship  has  thus  been  stated: 
“God,  through  eternal  ages,  owns  and  controls 
the  earth  and  all  things  upon  and  within  it. 
Within  God’s  eternity,  any  given  man  moves 
upon  the  earthly  scene  and  takes  into  his  hand 
for  only  a  brief  time  a  very  small  amount  of 
what  God  owns,  has  owned,  and  will  continue 
to  own.  Man  ‘possesses’  it  only  as  a  temporary 
caretaker  and  as  an  associate  with  God:  it  is 
a  ‘loan,’  a  ‘trust’  from  God  to  be  carefully  used 
and  administered;  to  be  returned  intact,  and, 
if  possible,  augmented,  to  the  Owner.” 

One  need  but  turn  to  any  page  of  history, 
ancient  or  modern,  to  find  occasion  to  ponder: 
“If  this  man  (or  this  nation)  had  been  conscious 
of  his  (or  its)  trusteeship  from  God  and  trustee¬ 
ship  for  God,  how  different  might  have  been 
the  story  of  human  life  upon  earth;  how  hap¬ 
pier,  how  saner,  how  more  just  and  equitable 
would  men  be  in  their  relationships  to  brother 
men — and  to  God  and  his  whole  creation.”  And 
in  the  long  analysis,  nothing  short  of  this  total 
trusteeship  understanding  and  acceptation  can 
make  war  a  thing  of  the  past;  nothing  less  can 
eliminate  the  greeds,  the  strivings,  the  aggres- 
sionp,  and  the  economic  aggrandizements  that 
always  result  in  war. 

When  one  understands  this  principle  of 
trusteeship  —  which  was  the  basic  principle 
taught  by  Jesus  in  many  of  his  stories  and  com¬ 
mands  —  he  begins  to  look  anew  at  everything 
within  the  range  of  his  hand,  his  heart,  his 
mind.  Nothing  is  ever  again  the  same;  but  all 
life  falls  into  an  understandable  pattern. 

Understanding  trusteeship  gives  new  mean¬ 
ing  to  money  and  to  all  other  material  “pos¬ 
sessions.”  The  trustee  sees  them  as  a  temporary 
gift  from  God,  to  be  used  for  the  good  of  all 
God’s  children,  to  be  shared  “as  he  may  pros¬ 
per”  with  those  in  need,  to  be  accounted  for 
to  God,  and  (as  with  land)  to  be  returned  to 
him  without  diminution,  to  pass  on  to  future 
generations.  The  trustee  sees  all  earth’s  natural 
resources  as  belonging  to  God,  given  for  the 
use  of  all  God’s  children,  to  be  used  but  not 
to  be  wasted  or  destroyed.  The  trustee  sees 
himself  as  the  trustee  of  the  “good  news  and 
the  grace”  of  God,  to  be  proclaimed  and  told 
to  the  “uttermost  parts,”  to  be  proclaimed  so 
that  all  men  may  come  to  know  God  and  to 
follow  in  his  path:  thus  helping  bring  in  the 
reign  of  righteousness. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Tlnd  He  did  not  many  mighty  works  there  because  of  their  unbelief.1 

Matthew  13:58 


The  Stifling  Power 


Of  Unbelief 


By  Joe  R.  Phillips,  Jr. 
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THE  supreme  incarnation  of  faith,  belief, 
and  trust  in  God  was  found  in  Jesus  Christ. 
In  Him  the  power  of  God  was  fully  evi¬ 
dent,  and  the  source  of  this  power  Jesus 
himself  attributed  to  belief—  .  .  if  only  you 
will  believe  be  it  unto  thee  ac¬ 

cording  to  thy  faith  ...” 

The  New  Testament  is  a  continuous  witness 
to  the  power  of  faith  and  belief  in  the  life  of  in¬ 
dividuals  and  in  community  life.  Over  and  oyer 
again  we  are  permitted  to  behold  the  saving 
power  of  God  which  has  stemmed  from  a  lively 
and  vibrant  faith  and  trust  in  Him.  In  the  joyous 
prayerfulness  of  the  early  church  we  see  active 
belief  giving  meaning  and  significance  to  human 
existence  under  the  hand  of  God. 

Belief  Brings  Power  Today 

Nor  has  the  power  of  God  flooding  from 
faith  and  belief  been  limited  to  some  by-gone 
day  in  the  life  of  the  Church.  In  our  own  time 
we  have  seen  belief  in  action  as  it  has  brought 
health  and  new  vitality  into  the  lives  of  men. 
We  have  had  the  experience  of  a  new  signifi¬ 
cance  to  our  own  existence  as  we  have  believed 
in  God  and  our  fellow  man.  Life  changing  power 
has  been  at  work  in  the  Church ,  as  the  com¬ 
munity  of  “believers”  have  expressed  their  be¬ 
lief  in  one-  another — and  in  all  mankind. 

Despair  has  flown  from  our  lives  simply  be¬ 
cause  we  have  believed  in  God  and  in  the  ulti¬ 
mate  triumph  of  his  purposes.  As  the  Spirit  of 
God  has  witnessed  with  our  spirits  that  the  good 
that  God  wills  is  a  good  that  can  be  actual,  the 
Church  has  been  enabled  to  face  even  the  most 
difficult  trails  with  courage  and  confidence, 
knowing  that  God,  too,  is  at  work,  and  that  His 
will  cannot  be  finally  defeated. 

Belief  And  Unbelief  And  Jesus 

In  the  life  of  Jesus  we  have  seen  miracle, 
healing  and  the  restoration  of  life  result  from 
the  power  of  His  perfect  belief  and  trust,  and 
from  the  belief  and  trust  of  those  folk  around 
Him.  All  through  his  life  and  ministry  the  power 
of  belief  and  trust  was  made  fully  evident.  This 
was  a  power  so  great  and  so  evident  that  it  could 
not  be  denied. 

Yet,  even  the  perfect  belief  and  trust  of 
Jesus  was  stifled  and  smothered  in  the  presence 
of  active  unbelief.  Even  the  magnificent,  re¬ 
demptive  faith  of  Jesus  met  its  hour  of  nullifica¬ 
tion  as  he  stood,  in  the  midst  of  the  unbelief  at 
Nazareth.  “And  he  did  not  many  mighty  works 
there  because  of  their  unbelief.” 

In  a  day  of  great  crisis  in  our  nation  one  of 
our  fellow  countrymen  said,  “The  only  thing 
that  we  have  to  fear  is  fear  itself.”  In  these  days 
of  great  challenge  before  our  Church  the  only 
thing  that  we  need  fear  is  fear— that  fear  which 
is  the  fruit  of  unbelief;  unbelief  in  the  future 
and  the  God  of  the  future. 

Unbelief  Affects  All  of  Life 

The  stifling  power  of  unbelief  is  damaging 
and  smothering  the  totality  of  human  life.  No 
area  of  our  experience  is  safe  from  the  blight  of 
unbelief.  There  is  not  a  phase  of  our  relationship 
to  God  and  to  our  fellowman  that  is  not  in  some 
way  warped  by  our  active  unbelief. 

A  little  personal  and  private  research  in  our 
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own  lives  will  give  full  demonstration  of  the 
blighting  effect  that  unbelief  in  ourselves  has  in 
our  own  lives.  All  too  often  our  doubt  in  our 
own  capacities  has  turned  us  back  from  attempt¬ 
ing  that  which  was  truly,  good,  right,  and  even 
great.  We  have  failed  to  live  at  that  high  level 
reflective  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  primarily  be¬ 
cause  we  doubted  our  own  capacity  to  so  live. 
We  have  failed  to  render  full  service  in  the 
Church  because  we  did  not  believe  in  ourselves 
enough  to  attempt  truly  great  service  of  God. 

Or  perhaps  more  to  the  point  is  the  stifling 
effect  that  our  unbelief  in  other  folk  has  in  the 
lives  that  we  must  live  together.  It  is  an  odd 
fact  of  life  that  most  people  tend  to  meet  the 
measure  of  expectation  that  others  have  of  them. 
The  man  from  whom  we  ordinarily  expect  great 
accomplishment,  great  accomplishment  comes. 
The  man  who  is  cursed  and  weighed  down  by  the 
unbelief  and  lack  of  confidence  of  his  fellows, 
usually  stays  well  within  the  limits  of  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  others. 

Here,  perhaps,  is  a  worthy  moral  for  the 
people  called  Methodists.  If  you  desire  for  your 
church  a  vital,  effective,  and  creative  ministry, 
set  your  expectations  and  faith  high.  The  pastor 
appointed  by  the  Bishop  will  come  very  nearly 
being  what  you  believe  him  to  be.  Strong  preach¬ 
ers  do  not  build  great  congregations.  Great  con¬ 
gregations,  filled  with  faith  and  expressed  belief, 
make  strong  preachers.  YOUR  CONGREGA¬ 
TION  can  have  the  kind  of  preacher  that  it  truly 
wants. 

Unbelief,  Ideals,  And  Social  Concerns 

Another  stifling  effect  of  unbelief  is  found  in 
the  realm  of  high  ideals.  Regardless  of  our  pro- 
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fession  of  high  ideals,  the  fact  remains  that,  for 
the  most  part,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  rests 
very .  lightly  upon  our  minds  and  spirits.  We 
freely  admit  the  nobility  of  this  body  of  teach¬ 
ing,  but  actually  set  it  aside  as  “impractical”  in 
the  real  business  of  living. 

One  of  the  most  discouraging  experiences  of 
present  day  Methodism  lies  in  the  field  of  Tem¬ 
perance.  The  fibre  of  resistance  to  this  evil 
traffic  becomes  increasingly  weak  because  of  our 
unbelief  in  the  power  of  good  to  defeat  the  es¬ 
sential  sinfulness  of  the  drinking  of  beverage 
alcohol.  This  evil  can  be  eliminated  from  Amer¬ 
ican  life  just  as  soon  as  unbelief  is  transformed 
into  a  radiant  and  confident  trust  that  the  good 
can  overcome  the  evil.  .  , 

The  ideal  of  brotherhood  and  love  as  the 
law  of  the  Christian  is  effectively  smothered  by 
our  unbelief  in  the  possibility  of  achieving  these 
ideals.  The  note  of  genuine  sorrow  in  these  situ¬ 
ations  is  not  that  the  ideal  of  love  and  brother¬ 
hood  has  failed  after  trial;  the  real  sorrow  and 
tragedy  is  that  we  have  yet  to  believe  strongly 
enough  to  appropriate  these  ideals  in  human 
life. 

The  death  blow  to  the  spiritual  life  of  a 
people  comes  when  they  no  longer  believe  in 
the  capacity  of  God.  Our  usual  approach  to  any 
challenge  confronting  the  Church  is  in  the  spirit 
of  how  might  we  resolve  the  problem.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  approach  to  genuine  challenge  is  to  dedicate 
oneself  to  the  will  of  God  asking  only  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  how  might  God  use  us  as  HE  empowers 
the  Church  to  meet  its  day  of  trial. 

Unbelief  And  Methodism's  Opportunity 

Within  the  next  four  years  The  Methodist 
Church  will  be  attempting  some  of  the  most 
noble  accomplishments  in  its  history.  It  will 
need  the  active  support  and  trust  of  every  mem¬ 
ber.  Unbelief  can  smother  this  high  calling. 
Belief  and  trust  in  the  capacity  of  God  to  lead 
His  people  will  make  the  challenge  accomplished 
fact. 

No  burden  weighs  more  heavily  on  the  soul 
of  Little  Rock  Conference  Methodism  than  does 
evangelism — the  burning,  pressing  desire  to 
claim  all  men  for  Christ.  Every  resource  of  our 
Annual  Conference  is  being  marshalled  toward 
that  end.  The  first  victory  will  come  when  Meth¬ 
odist  folk  come  to  the  hour  of  great  belief  and 
confident  trusj,  that  under  God,  the  harvest  pre¬ 
pared  CAN  BE  GATHERED,  for  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  upbuilding  of  His  Church. 

Belief  And  Methodism 

I  believe  in  The  Methodist  Church.  I  believe 
in  her  leadership  —  our  Bishops  and  Superin¬ 
tendents — I  believe  them  to  be  consecrated  to 
the  will  of  God,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  led  of 
God. 

I  believe  that  The  Methodist  Church  is  the 
most  noble  expression  of  the  will  of  God  that  I 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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REV.  S.  P.  EMANUEL,  pastor  of  Castle  Manor 
and  Felicity  Churches,  New  Orleans,  reports 
that  both  churches  have  subscribed  to  TOGETH¬ 
ER  by  the  all  family  plan. 

THE  DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  Church  of 
Bunkie  now  has  15  members  •  of  the  1000 
Club.  This  was  the  number  given  the  church  as 
a  goal  to  reach  during  this  quadrenhium,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Jimmie  J.  Caraway. 

REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  October  25th  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church, 
where  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett  is  pastor. 

JOE  S.  DAVIS,  Monroe,  was  guest  speaker  in 
the  Laymen’s  Day  Service  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Monroe,  Sunday  morning.  October 
21.  Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  church.  Dr. 
G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor. 

DR.  COLLINS  LIPSCOMB,  of  Ponchatoula, 
was  guest  speaker  at  the  Tangipahoa  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Sunday  evening,  October  21,  in 
observance  of  Lavmen’s  Day.  His  subject  was, 
“The  Effects  of  Alcohol”.  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  J.  H.  BOWDON,  SR.,  pastor  of  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Alexandria,  was  guest  preach¬ 
er  at  the  Live  Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson, 
Sundav  morning,  October  21,  where  his  son.  Rev. 
J.  H.  Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  pastor.  During  the  service 
he  baptized  his  grandson,  Kenneth  Steven. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES.  JR.,  pastor  of  Fi*§t  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  to  be  held  at  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  beginning 
November  4,  where  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is 
pastor. 

REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenarv  College,  was  guest  speaker  at 
Wesley  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  Sunday 
morning,  and  at  First  Methodist  Church,  De¬ 
Ridder,  Sunday  evening,  October  21.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Whitaker  is  pastor  at  Wesley,  and  Rev.  Alvin  P. 
Smith  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 

REV.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Cameron  Wakefield  Memorial  Church.  Cameron, 
Sundav,  October  14.  This  service  was  in  keening 
with  the  church-wide  emphasis  on  higher  edu¬ 
cation.  Rev.  Virgil  Culpepper  is  pastor  of  the 
church.  x 

J.  B.  TUBB,  chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of 
the  Ravne  Methodist  Church,  and  an  associ¬ 
ate  Lafayette  District  Lav  Leader,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  Laymen’s  Day  Service  of  the. 
First  Methodist  Church.  Iberia.  Sundav  morn¬ 
ing,  October  21.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  pastor  of 
the  church.  v 

PAUL  BARNETT  was  speaker  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Bastrop,  at  the  Lavmen’s 
Day  Service,  Sundav  morning,  October  21.  Mr. 
Barnett  and  his  familv  recently  moved  to  Bastrop 
from  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  and  are  now  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Bastrop  church,  where  Rev.  R.  H. 
Staples  is  pastor. 

B.  A.  ROSE,  Opelousas,  was  the  guest  speaker 
in  the  Laymen’s  Day  Service  at  both  the 
Ravne  and  Branch  Methodist  Churches,  Sunday, 
October  21.  Both  services  were  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Harry  Lee  Stagg,  the  charge  lay  leader. 
Mr.  Rose  is  one  of  the  associate  lay  leaders  of 
the  Lafavette  District.  Rev.  D.  T.  Williams  is 
pastor  of  the  Rayne-Branch  Charge. 

TO  GOD  ALONE,  the  historical  novel  of  Bible 
times  bv  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson,  pastor  of 
the  Marksville  Methodist  Church,  is  to  be  re¬ 
viewed  bv  THE  BOOK  EXCHANGE,  outstanding 
English  Book  Review  magazine,  London.  Eng¬ 
land.  according  to  information  from  The  College 
Publishing  Company,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida, 
publishers  of  To  God  Alone. 


THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Oak 
Grove  Methodist  Church,  Effie,  are  planning 
a  hot  dog  and  hamburger  sale  at  the  church  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  make  repairs  in 
the  kitchen  at  the  church.  Cloyce  McNeal,  Jr., 
is  president  of  the  club.  Other  officers  are:  Arl 
Hayes,  vice-president  and  Ira  Fugua,  treasurer. 
Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

R.  WAYNE  CUSIS,  president  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion,  was  guest  speaker  in  Laymen’s  Day 
Services  of  the  University  Methodiist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  Sunday  morning,  October  21,  at 
8:30  a.m.  Dr.  Robert  James,  Professor  of  Govern¬ 
ment  at  McNeese  State  College  was  speaker  at 
the  11:00  a.m.  service.  The  services  were  in 
charge  of  the  church  lay  leader,  Paul  Verduzco. 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  RODNEY  CLINE,  of  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  guest  speaker  at  both  the  morn¬ 
ing  services  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  Sunday,  October  21.  A1  Hartiens  spoke 
at  the  evening  service.  Laymen  in  charge  of  the 
services  were:  Merritt  Beadle  a4  the  8:30  a.m.; 
Raymond  Price  at  the  11:00  a.m.  and  Ben  Stoke- 
ly  at  the  7:00  p.m.  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

H.  J.  SCHMIDT  is  the  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  Lake 
Vista  Church,  New  Orleans.  Other  officers  in¬ 
clude  Kermit  Frymire,  vice  president;  and  Dr. 
Ben  Legett,  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  reorgan¬ 
izing  for  the  fall  season,  the  club  announced  that 
meetings  will  be  held  on  the  fourth  Friday  of 
each  month  at  7  p.m.  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

SERVICES  of  thanksgiving  in  the  Catholic  and 
Protestant  churches  of  Crowlev  opened  the 
two-day  International  Rice  Festival  on  October 
17.  according  to  Ralph  Cowen,  festival  president. 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  A.  L.  Soulier  conducted  High 
Mass  in  the  St.  Michael  Catholic  church  while 
Protestant  services  were  held  in  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  church  and  were  conducted  by  members  of 
the  Acadia  Parish  Ministerial  Alliance. 

I">EV.  JOHN  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the  First 
X.  Methodist  Church,  Pineville,  was  guest 
preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church  which  began 
October  14.  Music  for  the  services  was  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  C.  R.  Frenaux.- church  choir 
director  and  Rev.  Ray  DeHainaut.  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  on  the  University  campus. 
Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

R.  AND  MRS.  WALTER  CHRISTENSEN,  JR., 
are  the  newly  elected  chairmen  of  the 
Mariners  Club,  monthly  supper  activity,  of  the' 
Lake  Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  The 
club  offices  are  held  by  couples  in  the  group.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edgar  C.  Jones  will  fill  the  vice-pres¬ 
idential  duties;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  E.  Cole 
were  chosen  as  secretaries  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
P.  Besse,  treasurers.  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  church,  is  chaplain  to  the  club. 

MISS  ADDIE  CLAIR  ENSMINGER,  member  of 
Wynn  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  accepted  the  position  of  Director  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Education  in  Tenniscn  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Texas,  effective  Oc¬ 
tober  15.  Miss  Ensminger,  a  1956  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  graduate,  is  the  first  of  four  full-time  Chris¬ 
tian  service  candidates  from  Wynn  Memorial 
Church  to  enter  service,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  pastor,  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie. 

REV.  STEPHEN  WENDT,  pastor  of  the  Ebe- 
nezer  Methodist  Charge,  was  the  speaker  at 
the  October  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men  of 
Ravne  and  Branch  churches.  This  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Ravne  Hut,  Thursday,  October  18, 
and  a  supper  of  barbecued  chicken  was  served. 
The  November  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
school  cafeteria  in  Branch  on  Thursday,  Noveln- 
ber  29.  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams  is  pastor  of 
the  charge. 

DR.  CARL  STEWART,  Missionary  to  Cuba,  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Oriente  District  in 


Cuba,  was  guest  preacher  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Charles,  Sunday  morning,  Oc¬ 
tober  21.  Dr.  Stewart  was  formerly  Professor  at 
the  Methodist  ^Seminary  of  Havana.  He  showed 
slides  at  the  MYF  evening  fellowship  hour.  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  October  28,  the  pastor,  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg,  showed  color  slides  made  on  his  recent 
tour  of  the  Holy  Land. 

DOUGLAS  BICKLEY,  Bastrop,  was  guest 
speaker  for  Layrrten’s  Day  Services  at  the 
Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church,  Sunday  morning 
October  21.  Mr.  Bickley  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop.  Jack  War¬ 
ren,  Lay  Leader  for  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Bastrop,  was  speaker  at  the  evening -'service'. 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  pastor  of  the  church,  was  con¬ 
ducting  revival  services  in  the  Jonesville  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

DAVID  CHAPMAN,  manager  of  Radio  Station 
KAPB,  Marksville,  was  Laymen’s  Day 
speaker  at  the  Marksville  Methodist  Church, 
Sunday,  October  21,  using  the  theme,  “The  Truth 
Shall  Make  You  Free.”  He  was  also  the  Laymen’s 
Day  speaker  at  the  Simmesport  Methodist 
Church  on  the  same  day.  Mr.  Chapman  is  a 
member  of  the  Marksville  Church,  and  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  church. 
Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson  is  pastor  of  both 
churches. 

HARLES  FLURRY,  Director  of  Youth  Edu¬ 
cation  for  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  was  guest  speaker  at  a  special  youth 
program  held  at  the  Live  Oak  Methodist  Church, 
Watson,  Sunday  evening,  October  21.  Mr.  Flurry 
has  gained  state-wide  recognition  for  the  work 
he  has  done  in  the  high  schools  in  the  state.  The 
special  program  launched  the  M.Y.F.  Fall  Action 
Project  for  the  year.  The  theme  of  the  project  is 
“Drinking  and  Christian  Living”.  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Welsh 
inaugurated  the  recommended  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  local  church  with  a  series  of  three 
meetings  held  October  15-17.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bow¬ 
don,  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  spoke  to  the  Official  Board  and  other 
officers  on  the  organization  and  commissions  of 
the  church.  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pastor  of  the 
Lake  Arthur  Methodist  Church,  conducted  the 
sessions  for  the  young  people  which  included  in¬ 
struction  and  recreation.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  CHARLES  M.  MORRIS  DIES 

Funeral  services  for  Rev.  Charles  M.  Morris 
of  Ville  Platte,  75,  retired  Methodist  minister, 
were  held  Wednesday,  October  17,  in  Rose-Neath 
Chapel,  Shreveport,  with  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  officiating,  assisted 
by  Rev.  S.  L.  Riggs,  retired  Methodist  minister, 
of  Shreveport.  Burial  was  at  the  Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

Rev.  Mr.  Morris  suffered  a  heart  attack  and 
died  moments  before  he  was  scheduled  to  sing 
a  solo  at  the  Clinton  Methodist  Church.  He  was 
in  Clinton  visiting  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Mitchell  Mc¬ 
Connell. 

He  had  held  pastorates  in  North  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Louisiana.  A  total  of  39 
years  of  service  to  the  Methodist  Church.  A 
native  of  Monroe,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morris  retired  in 
1949. 

Survivors  include  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Ed¬ 
wards  of  Shreveport;  two  sons,  Charles  Hilton 
Morris  of  Albermarle,  N.  C.,  and  William  B. 
Morris,  Kingsville,  Texas;  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Mitchell  McConnell,  Mrs.  Bennett  Moe,  Arling¬ 
ton,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Basil  Cude,  Houston,  Texas; 
three  brothers,  Rev.  David  A.  Morris,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  W.  L.  Morris,  Monroe,  and  Harry  N.  Morris, 
Shreveport;  and  seven  grandchildren. 

Pallbearers  were  ministerial  students  at 
Centenary  College. 


LOST:  TEMPERANCE  CHART 

The  temperance  turn-over  chart  belonging 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance  has  been  loaned  to  some  church  or  pastor 
and  the  Conference  Board  has  no  record  of  its 
whereabouts.  Anyone  with  any  information  re¬ 
garding  this  chart,  please  contact  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  Box  46-A,  Watson,  Louisiana. 


Page  Eight 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


29  States  Represented  At  Centenary 
,  College  This  Year 

Centenary  College  students  represent  29  states  and  seven  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  this  year. 

The  geographical  distribution  roll  compiled  annually  by  Mrs.  Nelle  W. 
Brown,  registrar,  shows  a  total  of  1,616  students,  including  855  special 
students,  or  students  taking  less  than  12  hours  of  academic  credit.  The  855 
special  students  include  587  men  and  268  women.  The  remaining  761  stu¬ 
dents,  including  488  men  and  273  women,  are  full-time  students. 

Numerically  speaking,  Shreveport  students  outrank  all  others.  There 
are  1,109  students  from  the  city  of  Shreveport  in  addition  to  105  from  out¬ 
lying  Bossier  City  and  53  stationed  at  nearby  Barksdale  Air  Force  Base. 

The  total  number  of  Louisiana  students  living  outside  Shreveport, 
Bossier  City  and  Barksdale,  is  204  with  the  largest  delegation,  12  students, 

..  from  Minden.  Haughton,  New  Or- 


CLASS  OFFICERS 
NAMED  AT 
CENTENARY 

Class  officers  were  elected  last 
week  at  Centenary  College  under 
supervision  of  the  Student  Senate. 

Senior  class  officers  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  president,  Jack  Webb,  Vi¬ 
dor,  Tex.;  vice  president,  Marjorie 
Bengtons,  Winnsboro;  secretary, 
Marcia  Eubank,  Shreveport,  and 
treasurer,  Dean  Busboom,  St. 
Joseph,  Ill. 

The  juniors  elected  Ted  Hughes 
of  Benton  as  president,  Mary  Joe 
Robinson  of  Shreveport  as  vice 
president,  Ney  Ann  Bailey  of 
Shreveport  as  secretary  and  (Charles 
Wilder  of  Eros  as  treasurer. 

Sophomore  class  officers  are  the 
following:  president,  Larry  Mc- 
kinstry,  Bastrop;  vice  president, 
Martha  Tuner,  Shreveport;  secre¬ 
tary,  Cecile  Plummer,  Shreveport, 
and  treasurer,  Francis  Kelker, 
Shreveport. 

L.  W.  Fletcher  of  DeRidder  is 
president  of  the  freshman  class 
with  Margaret  Ann  Cowen  of  Mid¬ 
land  as  vice  president  and  Lynn 
Wilcox  of  Shreveport  as  secretary. 
David  Forte  of  Shreveport  and 
Fred  Willis  of  Coushatta  will  face 
a  run-off  election  before  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  freshman  class  treasurer  is 
decided. 


leans  and  Plain  Dealing  have  nine 
students  each,  while  there  are  eight 
students  each  from  Baton  Rouge 
and  Many.  There  are  seven  stu¬ 
dents  from  Mansfield,  six  from 
Vivian  and  five  each  from  Rodessa, 
Homer  and  Leesville. 

The  largest  state  group,  exclusive 
of  that  from  Louisiana,  is  the  Texas 
aggregation,  which  numbers  73,  in¬ 
cluding  four  from  Atlanta,  20  from 
Marshall,  five  from  Waskom  and 
four  from  Dallas.  The  total  of  20 
Arkansas  students  includes  seven 
from  El  Dorado,  five  from  Little 
Rock  and  three  from  Magnolia. 

Other  states  represented  are  as 
follows:  Alabama,  three;  Arizona, 
one;  California,  three;  Colorado, 
two;  Florida,  one;  Illinois,  ten;  Iowa, 
two;  Kansas,  one;  Kentucky,  one; 
Maryland,  one,  and  Massachusetts, 
one.  - 

Also,  Mississippi,  three;  Missouri, 
three;  Montana,  two;  Nebraska,  one; 
New  Hampshire,  one;  New  Jersey, 
two;  New  Mexico,  one;  New  York, 
four;  North  Carolina,  two;  Ohio, 
one;  Oklahoma,  two;  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  one;  Tennessee,  one,  Virginia, 
one,  and  Wisconsin,  two. 

The  foreign  students  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Niels  Ebbe  Hansen,  Den¬ 
mark;  Alberto  Castro,  San  Salvador; 
Nourollah  Ghahreman,  Iran;  Mim- 
ori  Urakami,  Japan;  Atiyeh  Saleem 
Assaf,  Lebanon;  Alvard  Pio  Hernan- 
dex,  Columbia,  and  Maria  Antoin¬ 
ette  Richards,  Venezuela. 


EVANGELISTIC 
SERVICES  AT 
TRINITY 


Building  Nearing 
Completion  At 
Simpson 9  L.  C. 

Construction  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion  on  an  educational  facility 
which  will  house  all  the  children’s 
activities  in  the  Simpson  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles. 

Of  brick  and  redwood  construc¬ 
tion,  the  $50,000.00  building  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  ready  for  occupancy 
about  the  middle  of  November,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Rev.  Cleburne  W. 
Quaid,  pastor.  Contractor  for  the 
building  program  is  the  Earl  Mill¬ 
er  Construction  Company.  The  ar¬ 
chitect  is  Dunn  and  Quinn. 

Due  to  the  increasing  member¬ 
ship  of  the  church,  a  second  Sun¬ 
day  morning  service  has  been  add¬ 
ed,  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  The 
Simpson  Church  is  Tocat^d  on  State 
Highway  14  in  the  Eastern  section 
of  Lake  Charles. 


NEW  PARSONAGE 
FOR  VIVIAN 

The  Official  Board  of  the  Vivian 
Methodist  Church  took  action  Tues¬ 
day  night,  October  9,  looking  toward 
the  building  of  a  new  Methodist 
Parsonage  at  Vivian. 

The  pastor’s  new  home  will  be 
located  in  the  Speer  Addition  and 
is  expected  to  cost  approximately 
$23,500.00.  The  present  parsonage, 
located  adjacent  to  the  church  plant, 
will  be  remodeled  and  used  for 
classroom  work. 

Present  plans  call  for  a  three-bed¬ 
room  home,  brick  veneered,  with 
den,  kitchen,  living  and  dining 
rooms,  with  two  baths  and  double 
carport. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  building  will 
be  completed  and  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy  by  early  spring. 

REVIVAL  SCHEDULED 
FOR  DEQUINCY 

Rev.  Luman  Douglas,  pastor  of  the 
Carrollton  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  was  the  preacher  for  a 
series  of  services  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeQuincy,  October  14- 
21. 

Rev.  James  Skinner,  pastor  at 
Montgomery,  directed  the  music  for 
the  services.  Rev.  A.  A.  McKnight  is 
the  DeQqincy  pastor.  - 


West  Monroe 
Leader  Speaker 
s  At  Ferriday 

Charles  Chisholm,  lay  leader  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  was  the  Layman’s  Day 
speaker  at  the  Sevier  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Ferriday,  Sun¬ 
day  morning, ^October  21. 

Mr.  Chisholm  spoke  on  thtf'Louis- 
iana  Conference  Church  Extension 
program,  “The  1000  Club”. 

*  A.  B.  Hagle,  layman  of  the  Ferri¬ 
day  Church  presided  over  the  serv¬ 
ice.  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen  is  the 
pastor  at  Sevier  Memorial  Church. 

Plans  Purchase  Braile 
Bible  Records 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  will  hold  their  next 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov¬ 
ember  6.  At  this  time  the  members 
will  make  donations  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  set  of  braile  records  of 
the  Bible  for  a  member  of  the 
church  who  is  blind.  A  covered 
dish  supper  will  be  served  at  the 
meeting.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  McGuire 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Zachary  Methodist 
Reach  Building  Goal 

A  goal  of  $20,000  cash  has  been 
reached  by  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Zachary,  in  its  building 
fund  drive,  it  was  recently  an¬ 
nounced  by  J.  I.  Daniel,  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Zachary  church’s  of¬ 
ficial  board. 

The  congregation  expects  to  be¬ 
gin  construction  in  the  very  near 
future  on  an  educational  building. 
James  Ailor  is  pastor  of  the  Zachary 
church. 

Grace  Church,  Ruston, 
Holds  Revival 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  pastor  of 
the  Arcadia  Methodist  Church,  was 
the  evangelist  for  a  series  of  serv¬ 
ices  at  the  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  Sunday,  October  14-Friday, 
October  19. 

Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  pastor  of 
Grace  Methodist,  was  in  general 
charge  of  the  services. 


Fellowship  Groups 
Organized  At 
Natchitoches 

Each  Sunday  evening  an  hour 
previous  to  Church  Service  over 
one  hundred  children,  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  adults  gather  for  Fellow¬ 
ship  Groups  at  First  Church  Nat¬ 
chitoches. 

These  groups  and  counselors  for 
these  groups  are:  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Nesom; 
Junior  Department,  Mrs.  Sam 
Shelton  and  Mrs.  Wallace  Van 
Sickle;  Intermediate  Department, 
Mrs.  Marshall  Carver,  Mrs.  Lamar 
Bates,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Watkins,  and 
Mrs.  Cullen  Glass;  Senior  Depart¬ 
ment,  Norman  Fletcher;  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Louis  Helms;  Secretary, 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Holly;  Recreational 
leaders,  Mrs.  Lillie  Lantrip  and 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Brown. 

Each  Fellowship  Group  reports 
to  the  7:00  Church  Service  their 
attendance  and  their  activity. 

Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor, 


Rev.  C.  T.  Howell,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Aberdeen, 
Mississippi,  will  be  evangelist  at  a 
series  of  services  at  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Triumph,  where 
Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  is  pastor.  The 
services  will  begin  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  and  continue  through  Fri¬ 
day,  November  16,  and  will  be  held 
each  evening  at  7:30.  Rev.  Mr. 
Pinkard  extends  an  invitation  to  all 
to  attend. 

Before  Rev.  Mr.  Howell’s  present 
pastorate,  he  was  editor  for  several 
years  of  the  Mississippi  Methodist 
Advocate. 


WILHITE  METHODIST, 
DOWNSVILLE, 

HOLDS  FAMILY  NIGHT 
ACTIVITY 

Downsville  Methodists  met  on 
Friday  evening,  October  12  for  their 
monthly  family  night  program  with 
more  than  70  people  in  attendance. 

Visitors  included  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Connerly,  Calhoun,  former 
pastor,  and  other  visitors  from  West 
Monroe,  Farmerville,  and  Beulah. 

Rev.  Bob  Hearne,  pastor,  directed 
the  evening’s  activities. 


Monroe  District  Parsonettes  In  Monthly  Meeting 

By  Polly  Jones 

When  Christ  sent  out  the  twelve  disciples  “as  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wolves,”  He  gave  them  this  word  of  instruction,  “be  ye  therefore  wise  as 
serpents  and  harmless  as  doves.” 

There  is  hardly  an  expression  more  characteristic  of  the  minister’s 
wife  than  this;  at  least  that’s  what  the  Parsonettes  of  the  Monroe  District 
think.  For  at  their  regular  luncheon  meeting,  October  18,  1956,  at  the  Ray- 
ville  Methodist  parsonage,  Mamie  Milton,  program  leader,  asked  that  we 
“Take  a  Look  at  the  Parsonette  as  a  Home-Maker”.  Mrs.  Milton  described 
the  role  of  the  minister’s  wife  as  both  harassing  and  enlightening.  During 
the  group  discussion  which  followed,  the  nineteen  members  present  were 
cautioned  not  to  be  remembered  in  their  role  of  a  minister’s  wife  “for 
cleanliness  alone”;  for  although  this  is  a  very  necessary  factor  as  a  home¬ 
maker,  she  should  be  remembered  for  her  Christian  home  with  its  far- 
reaching  influence,  her  rendered  service  to  the  community,  and  her  helping 
hand  to  her  mate.  However,  she  would  always  be  able  to  maintain  a  sense 
of  balance  if  she  would  ever  remember  that  “A  minister’s  wife  is  no  angel”. 
»  During  the  business  session,  a  scrap  book  was  discussed  and  Polly  Jones 
was  appointed  to  begin  and  maintain  such  a  book.  The  president  then  wel¬ 
comed  our  new  member  into  our  Parsonettes,  Mrs.  Paula  Bengtson. 

The  home  of  Margaret  Boddie  was  decorated  throughout  with  bouquets 
of  chrysanthemums  and  dried  arrangements. 

The  hostesses— Margaret  Boddie,  Marcella  Tatume,  Janelle  McCam- 
mon,  and  Polly  Jones — served  coffee  to  each  lady  upon  her  arrival. 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  November  8,  1956,  at  the  home  of 
Nancy  Oliphint,  1626  Milton,  Monroe.  Lillie  Mae  Pomeroy,  leader,  will 
present  “Look  at  the  Parsonette  in  the  Community”.  Hostesses  for  this 
meeting  will  be  Nancy  Oliphint,  Edna  Earl  Boyd,  Ida  Love,  and  Marie 
Barham. 


November  i,  1956 


Page  Nine 


METHODIST  YOUTH 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


Munholland  Youth 
Hold  Fall 
Retreat 

The  Senior  MYF  of  Munholland 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  held  its  Fall  Planning  Re¬ 
treat  on  October  19-21  at  Camp 
Bena  Lea,  near  Covington.  The 
theme  for  the  Retreat  was  “In  His 
Steps:  Following  the  Way  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Discipleship.”  Special  guests  of 
the  Munhollanad  group  were 
twelve  members  of  the  Jefferson 
Methodist  MYF.  A  total  of  forty- 
six  attended  the  Retreat. 

The  group  divided  into  program 
areas,  and  planned  Sunday  night 
programs  and  special  activities  for 
the  next  six  months.  Leading  the 
program  area  groups  were:  Dr.  A. 
J.  Wyly,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Wyly,  Mrs.  W. 
N.  Crawford,  Mrs.  Ann  Wygle,  and 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Steens.  Other  counsel¬ 
ors  attending  the  Retreat  were  Mr, 
W.  N.  Crawford,  and  R.  E.  Par¬ 
rott. 

Special  features  of  the  Retreat 
were  a  recreation  and  talent  night 
on  Friday,  organized  by  Linda  Van 
Zandt  and  Susan  Ilrey;  a  spiritual 
life  emphasis  on  Saturday  night, 
with  a  Vesper  Service  around  the 
Beoa  Lea  pool  and  a  service  of 
communion  in  the  Tabernacle;  and 
Church  School  taught  by  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Wyly.  . 

A  total  of  $15.00  was  raised  by 
the  Seniors  for  Meals  jor  Millions, 
a  non-profit,  multi-purpose  food 
organization,  during  a  business 
meeting  on  Sunday. 

In  -charge  of  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  Retreat  were  James 
Martin,  Carol  Ann  Morrisette, 
Larry  Haag,  Beth  Moss,  and  Pat 

Holloway. 

' _ u - — - 

Buena  Vista  MYF 
Reorganizes 

The  MYF  of  Buena  Methodist 
Church  reorganized  on  Sunday, 
September  30,  1956.  The  sponsors 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Tutt  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Shirey. 

The  members  chose  officers  and 
they  are  as  follows:  President, 
Sally  Sue  Shirey;  Vice  President, 
Jennie  Sue  Landers;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Louise  Henson;  Report¬ 
er,  Patsy  Landers  and  Sergeant  at 
Arms,  Don  Harrison.  Sally  Shirey 
and  Jennie  Landers  were  chosen 
team  captains  for  an  attendance 
contest. 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  with 
a  prayer  by  Carolyn  Slaton. 

RAIN  FALLS  IN  OKLAHOMA 
AFTER  PRAYERS 

Oklahoma  City,  (RNS)  —  A 
soaking  rain  —  the  first  general 
downpour  in  this  state  since  June 
28  —  fell  throughout  Oklahoma  a 
few  hours  after  prayers  for  relief 
from  the  drought  had  been  offered 
in  churches. 

Gov.  Raymond  Gary  had  called 
upon  Oklahoma  to  join  in  prayers 
for  rain.  The  governor  said  he 
Would  not  “presume  to  label  the 
downpour  a  direct  answer”  to  the 
prayers  but  pointed  out  that  the 
pleas  had  been  offered  bv  “a  Chris¬ 
tian  state  whose  people  believe 
strongly  in  God.” 

“I  know  the  people  of  the  state 


Atkinson-Saelling 
Sub  District 

The  Atkinson-Saelling  M.Y.F. 
Sub-district  met  October  15,  at 
Simmesport.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  an  inspiring  worship 
service  by  the  Marksville  M.Y.F. 
Following  that,  Frank  Fitzgerald, 
president,  presided  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  meeting.  A  panel  discussion 
was  conducted  by  Rev.  Mins 
Robertson  consisting  of  questions 
about  the  Bible.  The  film,  “How  to 
Say  No”,  was  shown.  The  meeting 
ended  with  the  M.Y.F.  benediction. 
Refreshments  were  then  served. 

Harvey  Spillman 
Sub  District 

The  Harvey  Spillman  Sub-dis¬ 
trict,  Baton  Rouge  District,  met 
Sunday  evening,  October  7  at  the 
Jackson  Methodist  Church  with  110 
youth  and  adult  leaders  attending. 

The  devotional  service  consisted 
of  three  meditations  by  young  peo¬ 
ple  who  related  how  their  faith  had 
been  deepened.  Rodney  Hendricks 
president  of  the  sub-district  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  business  session. 

The  next  sub-district  meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Slaughter  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


University  Methodists 
MYF  Holding 
Breakfast  Series 

The  MYF  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  is  holding 
a  series  of  breakfast  devotional 
meeting  October  28-November  2  at 
the  University  Church,  preparatory 
to  revival  services  scheduled  at  the 
Church  November  4-11. 

The  following  speakers  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  breakfast  series: 
Aaron  Bertram,  Lake  Charles,  Rev. 
Loyd  Williams,  Maplewood  Rev. 
Sam  Nader,  and  Rev.  Cleburne 
Quaid,  Lake  Charles. 

The  program  consists  of  a  short 
devotional  conducted  by  the  young 
people  and  the  guest  speakers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Nader,  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent,  will  be  the 
evangelist  for  the  special  services 
next  week. 


OVERSEAS  RELIEF  PACKET 

Methodist  youth  share  in  reliev¬ 
ing  the  world’s  suffering  by  giving 
through  the  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief.  These  gifts  are 
made  through  sacrifical  offerings 
taken  on  special  occasions. 

One  of  these  occasions  is  the  sac¬ 
rificial  meal,  consisting  of  a  bowl 
of  rice  and  a  glass  of  water,  or  a 
bowl  of  soup  and  a  piece  of  bread. 
The  meal  is  paid  for  at  the  price 
of  a  meal  eaten  in  a  restaurant. 

The  procedure  for  a  sacrifical 
meal  is  contained  in  an  Overseas 
Relief  packet  distributed  by  the 


are  very  grateful,”  he  said.  “I  am 
very  thankful  and  I  am  confident 
we  will  receive  more  rain.” 

The  governor,  a  prominent 
Southern  Baptist  layman,  offered 
his  personal  prayer  for  rain  at  the 
morning  service  in  Kelham  Avenue 
Baptist  church  here. 


U.  Of  Arkansas  Visitors  Invited 
To  Visit  Methodist  Center 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Rupert  Hoover 

BUILDERS  OF  LIFE 

In  his  Parable  of  the  Builders, 
Edwin  Markham  tells  the  story  of 
a  certain  rich  man  who,  had  it  in 
his  heart  to  do  good.  One  day,  as 
he  was  walking  out  over  his  broad 
estate,  he  came  to  a  little  house 
down  in  a  hollow  where  lived  a 
carpenter  with  a  very  large  family. 
The  rich  man  sent  for  the  carpenter 
and  put  before  him  the  plans  of  a 
beautiful  house  and  said,  “I  want 
you  to  build  a  house  just  like  this 
over  on  that  sunny  hill.  I  want  you 
to  build  it  good  and  strong.  Em¬ 
ploy  the  best  workmen,  and  use 
only  the  best  materials,  for  I  want 
it  to  be  a  good  house.”  Then  he 
went  away  on  a  long  journey  and 
left  it  all  to  the  builder.  And  after 
the  rich  man  had  gone,  the  car¬ 
penter  said  to  himself  “This~is  my 
chance.”  So  he  used  poor  materials 
and  ga.ve  poor  workmanship  that 
he  might  make  more  money  for 
himself.  At  length,  the  rich  man 
returned,  and  the  carpenter 
brought  him  the  keys,  and  said, 
“This  is  a  fine  house  I  built  for 
you  over  on  the  sunny  hill.” 
“Good,”  said  the  rich  man,  “I  am 
glad  it  is  a  good  house.  I  have  in¬ 
tended  all  along  to  give  it  to  you 
when  it  was  finished.  The  house  is 
yours.”  The  builder  was  heartbrok¬ 
en.  In  commenting  on  this,  Dr. 
Ralph  Sockman  calls  attention  to 
how  industriously  the  carpenter 
had  been  cheating  himself.  He  took 
the  keys  and  walked  away,  and 
muttered  to  himself,  “Oh,  if  only  I 
had- known  that  I  was  building  the 
house  for.  myself.” 

Hardly  a  minister  but  can  report 
hearing  a  similar  word  from  some 
young  person  (or  adult)  who  has 
used  faulty  materials  and  poor 
workmanship  in  building  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  his  life.  It  becomes  the 
tragic  echo  of  famous  last  words 
such  as  “It’s  my  life,  I’ll  live  it 
the  way  I  want  to.”,  or  “Nobody 
can  tell  me  what  to  do,  this  is  a 
free  land,  and  I’ll  do  the  way  I 
want  to!”,  or  “Don’t  keep  telling 
me  that  you  adults  know  more  a- 
bout  this  than  we  kids1”,  or,  — 
well,  you  fill  in  a  couple! 

How  do  we  “industriously  cheat 
ourselves?”  For  one  things  to  carry 
prejudice  from  youth  into  adult¬ 
hood,  is  to  weaken  the  structure  of  , 
life.  Clear  thinking  will  go  by  the 
board.  We  will  think  with  our  emo¬ 
tions  and  not  our  minds  in  evaluat¬ 
ing  ideas  and  judging  persons.  The 
closed  mind  and  the  prejudiced 
heart  can  produce  little  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Christian  stewardship. 

Mixing  alcohol  with  our  blood 
doesn’t  make  for  strength  of  struc¬ 
ture  or  depth  of  moral  character. 
There  are  those  who  think  it  makes 


Youth  Department. 

The  packet  also  contains  re¬ 
source  material  on  the  work  of 
MCOR,  a  suggested  service  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  a  statement  of  the  policy 
of  MCOR  in  relation  to  personaliz¬ 
ed  relief  (e.g.,  “adopting”  a  child 
or  family). 

The  free  packet  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  Youth  Department, 
General  Board  of  Education,  P.  O. 
Box  871  Nashville  2,  Tennessee, 


If  you  will  be  in  Fayetteville  for 
the  Homecoming  activities  on  Nov¬ 
ember  9-11,  you  are  invited  by  Jim 
Toler,  president  of  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  to  visit  the  Methodist  Student 
Center  and  give  the  students  an 
opportunity  to  show  you  their 
building  and  explain  their  program 
to  you. 

The  Center,  which  is  located  at 
730"  West  Maple  just  across  the 
street  from  the  campus,  provides 
facilities  for  week-day  religious 
activities  among  the  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  university.  It  is  always 
open,  and  during  the  Homecoming 
week  end  there  will  be  students  on 
hand  at  all  times  to  welcome  you. 

If  you  need  a  place  to  relax  01- 
visit  with  your  friends,  come  on 
over  to  the  Methodist  students’ 
church  home  away  from  home” 
and  make  yourself  at  home  with 
them.  They’ll  be  glad  to  have  you 
and  will  want  to  tell  you  something 
about  of  the  work  of  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation.  You  are  especially  urged  to 
come  on  Saturday  between  11:00 
and  1:30  or  between  4:00  and  6:00 
whep  refreshments  will  be  served. 
All  former  members  of  Wesley 
Foundation  are  especially  invited 
to  meet  their  old  friends  here. 


Two  Projects  By 
Sylvan  Hills 
Youth 

Mrs.  Odolph  Andrews,  Chairman 
of  the  Comission  on  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Relations  of  the  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild  of  the  Sylvan  Hills 
Methdist  Church,  announces  that 
plans  for  two  projects  have  been 
carried  out. 

First,  the  Junior  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  sponsored  by 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  plant¬ 
ed  a  tree,  Sunday,  October  28,  at 
6:00  P.M.  on  the  parsonage  grounds 
in  honor  of  the  eleventh  birthday 
of  the  United  Nations.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Scott  were  in  charge  of  the 
program  which  was  as  :follows 
Welcome  Douglas  Scott;  Call  to 
Worship,  Kathie  Lewis;  United  Na¬ 
tions  Flag  Bearer,  Karen  Salley; 
Closing  Prayer,  Allidel  Steels; 
Benediction,  Richard  Kline. 

Second,  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
rest  of  the  chureh  aid  the  children 
of  the  church  in  collecting  money 
from  the  residents  of  Sylvan  Hills 
for  UNICEP  at  Halloween.  This 
money  goes  to  the  aid  of  European 
children.  A  party  at  the  church  was 
held  for  the  children  after  the  col¬ 
lection. 


a  good  ingredient  in  building  life — 
livens  the  party,  makes  one  more 
convivial,  they  say.  But  drinkers 
can  well  head  for'' the  disillusioning 
experience  of  walking  away  from 
God  with  the  keys  of  life  in  our 
hands  muttering,  “I  didn’t  know  I 
was  building  it  for  myself!” 

There  are  other  ways  we  can 
cheat  ourselves.  But  I  have  just 
tried  to  get  a  line  of  thought  going 
in  your  mind.  You  figure  the  rest 
of  them.  But  don’t  neglect  to  apply 
them  to  your  own  job  of  building— 
your  life.  The  structure  you  build 
now  for  your  character  must  last 
a  lifetime  for  your  occupancy.  Mat¬ 
erials  and  workmanship  are  up  t0 
you. 
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WITH  THE  DISTRICTS 
Fayetteville 

The  Coaching  Conference  for  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Fayetteville  District  of 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  was 
held  in  Rogers,  Arkansas,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  7,  1956,  at  Central  Methodist. 

The  meeting  opened  with  the  De¬ 
votional  led  by  Mrs.  Jack  Keck. 

After  instructions  from  Laura 
Etta  Robertson,  the  District  Secre¬ 
tary,  the  local  officers  met  in  groups 
with  their  respective  District  Of¬ 
ficer.  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  officers  present  who  led  the 
groups  were:  President,  Mrs.  R.  K. 
Bent;  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Leo 
Schneider;  Recording  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Arch  Thompson;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Russell  Broyles,  Secretary  of 
Promotion,  Mrs.  Lillian  Fountain; 
Secretary  of  Missionary  Education, 
Mrs.  Harold  Womack;  Secretary  of 
Supply  work,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Austin; 
Status  of  Women,  Mrs.  Lillian  Holt. 

After  the  group  meetings,  a  song 
fest  was  held  and  refreshments  were 
served  by  the  Rogers  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.— Mrs.  Hoytte  Brown 


Monticello 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Mont¬ 
icello  District  Woman’s  Society  met 
Oct.  4th,  in  Fordyce  with  sixteen 
members  and  one  visitor,  Mrs.  Sam 
Bowman,  present.  Mrs.  R.  A.  Ad¬ 
cock,  district  president,  presided. 
Two  new  officers,  Mrs.  Joe  Carmical 
and  Mrs.  James  Hutchinson  were 
welcomed.  The  meeting,  held  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Horace  Everett,  was 
opened  with  a  prayer,  after  which 
each  officer  gave  a  report  on  her 
work.  Mrs.  Hefley  reported  that 
the  Fall  Educational  Seminar  for 
Children’s  Workers  was  held  in 
September  and  that  half  of  the  fund 
for  meal  tickets  sold  for  the  MYF 
Rally  in  Arkadelphia  in  November 
would  go  to  the  Woman’s  Society. 

Mrs.  Thomasson  and  Mrs.  Bickham 
gave  Sub-District  reports. 

Mrs.  Prewitt  informed  the  group 
that  six  young  people  from  the 
Monticello  district  had  been  chosen 
to  go  on  the  U.  N.  Tour. 

Mrs.  Valentine  reported  thirty  un¬ 
organized  Churches  in  the  district 
and  asked  that  bach  district  officer 
would  undertake  the  responsibility 
of  organizing  new  societies  rather 
than  having  the  regular  visitation 
of  organized  societies.  The  group 
agreed  to  support  this  endeavor. 

The  group  then  went  to  the  home 
of  Mrs.  John  Valentine  where  the 
Fordyce  hostesses  together  with  Mrs. 
Jack  Thomasson  and  Mrs.  Searcy 
Harrell  of  Hampton  served  a  lovely 
meal. 

Mrs.  Spore  adjourned  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  prayer  after  a  rising  vote 
°f  thanks  by  the  group  to  our  host- 
asses  for  a  most  pleasant  day. — Mrs. 
Mouzon  Mann,  Secretary 


FORT  SMITH  GUILD 

The  Fort  Smith  District  Guild 
Meeting  was  held  at  Goddard  Me¬ 
morial  Church  October  30,  1956,  be¬ 
ginning  with  a  dinner  at  6:45  p.m. 
Guest  speakers  for  the  evening  were 
Mrs.  Alfred  E.  Knox  (pastor’s  wife) 
and  Mrs.  Ethan  W.  Dodgen  (District 
superintendent’s  wife).  Their  sub¬ 
let  was  “The  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference”  which  was  held  at  Lake 


NEW  SOCIETIES  IN 
NEW  ORLEANS 
DISTRICT 

Castle  Manor  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  organized  a  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  on  Tuesday 
night,  October  16,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  district  officers,  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Tackaberry,  president;  Mrs.  Carl 
Gallaher,  promotion;  and  Mrs. 
Julius  Corkern,  supply  work. 

The  society  will,  be  open  for  ad¬ 
ditional  charter  members  for  an  in¬ 
definite  time.  Officers  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  at  a  regular  church  service 
at  a  later  date. 


A  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  was  recently  organized  at 
Asbury  Methodist  Church  at  Venice, 
Louisiana.  District  officers  from 
New  Orleans  were  present  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  organization. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  President,  Mrs.  Roy  Hinton; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Lamar  Calcote; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Bob  Pierce. 

Asbury  Church  has  been  officially 
organized  as  a  congregation  since 
July.  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  is  the 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is 
the  district  superintendent. 


KINDERGARTEN 
TRAINING  SCHOOL  RISES 
IN  KOREA 

One  of  the  newest  schools  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  is  an  institution  established 
not  only  to  fill  a  particular  need  in 
a  particular  country  but  also  as  the 
embodiment  of  a  “long-cherished 
dream”  of  a  missionary  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division. 

The  Kindergarten  Training  School 
on  a  hillside  near  Taejon,- Korea, 
designed  especially  for  the  training 
of  kindergarten  workers  for  Korea’s 
small  towns  and  rural  areas,  is  the 
fulfillment  of  the  dream  of  Miss 
Clara  Howard,  veteran  missionary 
and  kindergarten  teacher.  Miss 
Howard  has  felt  for  many  years  that 
more  young  Korean  women  are 
needed  to  teach  in  the  rural  areas 
of  their  country  and  that  they 
should  be  trained  in  a  rural  at¬ 
mosphere. 

The  realization  of  this  objective 
began  in  June,  1954,  when  a  plan¬ 
ning  conference  was  held  in  Korea. 
At  this  conference  were  secretaries 
from  the  Board  of  Missions’  New 
York  headquarters,  representatives 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  .and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  group  in  Korea. 
The  conference  did  its  work  in 
seven  commissions,  and  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Education’s  recommen¬ 
dation  to  establish  the  training 
school  met  with  unanimous  ap¬ 
proval. 

By  June  1,  1955,  building  plans 
had  been  approved  and,  says  Miss 
Howard,  “the  countryside  was  fas¬ 
cinated  as  bulldozers  prepared  sites 
for  four  buildings — a  classroom-ad¬ 
ministration  building,  a  kindergar¬ 
ten  building  for  practice  teaching 


Junaluska,  N.  C.,  Sept.  1-15.  Mrs. 
Knox  and  Mrs.  Dodgen  discussed  the 
highlights  of  this  conference  and 
showed  slides. 


Fort  Smith  To  Entertain  Conference 
Executive  Committee 


First  Church,  Fort  Smith,  will  en¬ 
tertain  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  November  8  and  9.  Mrs.  Jessie 
Gilstrap,  Bentonville,  President,  will 
preside  at  the  annual  fall  meeting, 
and  urges  all  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  attend  so  that  evaluation 
of  what  has  been  accomplished  and 
prayerful  planning  for  the  months 
ahead  may  be  had  at  this  time  to¬ 
gether. 

The  meeting  will  open  with  a  six 
o’clock  dinner,  preceded  by  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Finance,  Summer  School 
and  Program  committees. 

Conference  officers  other  than 
Mrs.  Gilstrap  are:  Vice-president, 
Miss  Mildred  Osment,  Jonesboro; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Andrew,  Bentonville;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
William  Hall,  Widener;  promotion, 
Mrs.  James  Upton,  Conway;  mis¬ 
sionary  education  and  service,  Mrs. 
Elmus  Brown,  Hughes;  Christian 
social  relations,  Mrs.  Jess  Brown, 
Springdale;  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Vogel,  West  Memphis; 
missionary  projects,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Hook,  Fayetteville;  spiritual  life 
cultivation,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulb right, 
Searcy;  literature  and  publication, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford,  Paragould;  chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kay  lor;  youth,  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Mitchell;  student,  Mrs.  Olin 
Shockley,  Tyronza;  supply,  Mrs.  Don 
Richardson,  Piggott;  missionary  per¬ 
sonnel,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Blakely,  Fort 
Smith;  status  of  women,  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Fraser,  Fort  Smith. 


MRS.  JESSIE  GILSTRAP 


District  presidents  are  members 
of  the  executive  committee,  and  are: 
Mrs.  Louis  Zarub,  Bull  Shoals;  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Hughes,  Russellville;  Mrs.  R. 
K.  Bent,  Fayetteville;  Mrs.  John 
Sikes,  Forrest  City;  Mrs.  Sam  Rob¬ 
erts,  Booneville;  Mrs.  James  Blank¬ 
enship,  Monette;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Nickles, 
Walnut  Ridge;  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Jimerson,  Augusta. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley,  Russellville, 
is  jurisdiction  secretary  of  liter¬ 
ature  and  publications,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  conference  executive 
committee. 


and  observation,  a  dormitory,  and 
a  keeper’s  house. 

“Work  progressed  rapidly,”  Miss 
Howard  continues,  “and  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  the  main  building  was  laid 
July  7,  1955,  at  a  service  in  the  late 
afternoon.  The  architect  said  that  he 
knew  God  was  working  in  the  proj¬ 
ect  because  he  had  never  seen  things 
go  so  well.  This  was  in  line  with 
the  inscription  on  the  cornerstone 
which  is,  ‘Except  the  Lord  build 
the  house  they  labor  in  vain  that 
build  it’.” 

The  school,  which  had  been  oper¬ 
ating  in  temporary  quarters  in  Tae¬ 
jon  since  April,  1955,  moved  out  to 
its  ne\v  plant  in  December.  The  first 
class  from  the  school  will  be  grad¬ 
uated  in  March,  1957. 

Miss  Howard,  a  native  of  Georgia, 
has  been  a  missionary  to  Korea  since 
1923.  Last  August  19  of  her  Korean 
friends  gave  her  a  memorable  six¬ 
tieth  birthday  party,  because,  she 
says,  "according  to  Korean  thought, 
I  have  reached  a  very  special  mile¬ 
stone  along  life’s  way.” 


U.  N.  MEDITATION  ROOM 
BEING  RENOVATED 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  medita¬ 
tion  and  prayer  room  at  United  Na¬ 
tions  headquarters  here  is  being 
enlarged  and  beautified,  it  was  re¬ 
ported  by  Wallace  C.  Speers,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Laymen’s  Movement  for 
a  Christian  World. 

The  organization  took  the  lead  in 
getting  such  a  room  set  up,  first 
at  the  original  U.N,  center  at  Lake 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
the  Sylvan  Hills  Methodist  Church 
observed  the  World-Wide  Week  of 
Prayer  and  Self-Denial  Tuesday, 
October  30,  7:30  p.m.  at  the  church. 
Mrs.  Frank  Thacker,  Jr.  was  in 
charge  of  the  program. 


Members  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  Monroe  District  held  a 
Retreat  at  Camp  Chemin-a-Haut 
near  Bastrop  October  13  and  14  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Thompson,  Jr.,  of  Rayville.  The  pro¬ 
gram  provided  a  “time  apart”  of 
worship  and  meditation.  Mrs.  Ruth 
Guthrie  of  Bastrop  is  district  secre¬ 
tary. 


St.  Luke’s,  El  Dorado,  Society  held 
a  four  session  study  of  “The  Church 
and  Southeast  Asia”  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  Mrs.  H.  S.  Hardie.  Although 
this  is  a  small  society,  12  members 
enrolled  in  the  course  with  an  aver¬ 
age  attendance  of  83%%. 


Success,  later  at  Flushing  Meadow, 
and  finally  at  the  site  on  the  East 
River  in  midtown  New  York. 

Mr.  Speers  said  the  renovation 
project  made  it  necessary  to  post¬ 
pone  the  annual  prayer  vigil  dur¬ 
ing  U.N.  Week  (Oct.  21-28)  which 
has  been  a  yearly  feature  of  the 
Laymen’s  Movement  program. 

The  vigil  will  be  conducted  after 
the  opening  of  the  11th  U.N.  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  which  is  scheduled 
for  Nov.  12,  he  said. 
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A rkansas-Louhiana  Area 


Building  Consultant  Visits  ISA  Conference 


By  Ira  A.  Brumtey 

Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard,  building 
consultant  of  the  Local  Church 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Education,  spent  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  October  22,  23,  in  the 

North  Arkansas  Conference  giving 
help  with  reference  to  educational 
building  programs.  He  visited 
Helena  and  First  Church,  North 
Little  Rock,  where  he  met  with 
groups  to  discuss  proposed  educa¬ 
tion  building.  He  also  held  a  con¬ 
ference  with  Rev.  Vernon  Paysing- 
er  concerning  the  proposed  educa¬ 
tional  plan  for  a  new  church  in 
West  Memphis. 

He  hopes  to  return  to  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference  for  addition¬ 
al  meetings  with  groups  now  mak¬ 
ing  plans  for  educational  programs. 

Churches  that  are  planning  for 
new  educational  buildings  should 
write  the  Conference  Board  office 
at  an  early  date  if  they  would  like 
to  have  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard 
study  their  plans  when  he  returns 
to  North  Little  Rock. 

Persons  who  desires  may  submit 
their  plan  to  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Got¬ 
hard,  P.  O.  Box  71/  Nashville  2, 
Tennessee,  by  writing  him  and 
sending  a  sketch  of  proposed  plans. 

Since  teaching  plans,  especially 
in  the  children’s  division,  have 
changed  so  radically  in  recent 
years,  no  church  building  for  edu¬ 
cational  purposes  should  be  under¬ 
taken  until  the  plans  have  been 
carefully  reviewed  by  someone 
who  understands  present  day 
trends  in  Christian  Education. 
Buildings  now  being  constructed 
will  need  to  be  used  for  many 
years.  Let  us  build  now  so  that  we 
will  not  regret  tomorrow. 


J- 

Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  Convocation 
One  Of  Four 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI)  —  Four 
area  convocations  for  Methodist 
leaders  of  adult  classes  and  fellow¬ 
ship  groups  will  be  held  in  the  near 
future,  it  was  announced  here  by 
the  Rfev.  Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  director, 
Methodist  Department  of  Christian 
Education  for  Adults. 

The  first  adult  convocation  for  the 
Nebraska  Episcopal  Area  will  be 
held  Nevember  7-9  at  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Grand  Island, 
Nebraska. 

An  Illinois  Area  convocation  is 
scheduled  for  November  9-11  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Spring- 
field,  Ill.  The  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
Area  will  have  one  November  29  to 
December  2  at  First  Methodist 
Church  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  at  First  Methodist, 
Little  Rock,  January  4-6  1957. 

Purpose  of  the  convocations  is  to 
help  adult  leaders  in  local  churches 
get  a  new  and  enlarged  vision  of 
the  possibilities  of  adult  work  in 
the  church  school,  and  acquire  new 
skills  and  information  which  will 
enable  them  to  do  better  work. 

Group  discussions  on  a  wide 
variety  of  subjects  are  scheduled. 
A  few  of  the  subjects  are  worship, 
recreation,  creative  arts,  social  ac- 
P'm,  evangelism  and  audio-visu¬ 
als.  I  i';  ElTIIHt 


The  following  have  been  certifi¬ 
ed  for  “Lessons  Materials  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education”:  Elmer  J.  Holifield, 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

Institutes  in  Batesville  District 


A  series  of  seven  church  school 
institutes  was  held  in  the  Batesville 
District,  October  16-19.  A  total  of 
fifteen  churches  were  represented 
in  these  seven  institutes:  Pleasant 
Plains,  Melbourne,  Oxford,  Moun¬ 
tain  Home,  Arkana,  Viola,  Corinth_ 
Salem,  Evening  Shade,  Bear  Creek, 
Ash  Flat.  Liberty  Hill,  Powell’s 
Chapel,  Cave  City,  and  Grange. 

The  purpose  of  those  meetings 
was  to  interpret  the  various  cur- 
riculm  materials  and  promotion 
materials  for  developing  better 
church  schools;  and  to  help  the 
local  church  workers  to  better  un¬ 
derstand  the  plans  and  program  of 
Christian  Education  in  the  local 
church. 


New  Certifications 


The  following  additional  persons 
have  been  certified  for  “Paul’s 
Letters  to  Local  Churches”:  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Fulbright  Searcy;  Mrs.  Walt¬ 
er  Jimerson,  Augusta;  Elmo  Thom¬ 
ason,  Walnut  Ridge;  Earl  B.  Carter, 
Nettleton. 

This  makes  a  total  of  twenty  per¬ 
sons  certified  this  conference  year 
for  the  course  on  “Paul’s  Letters 
to  Local  Churches”. 


Jonesboro;  Earl  B.  Carter,  Nettle- 
to’"'  ■  and  Clyde  Crozier,  Para- 
gould.  ■  ! 

Ten  persons  have  become  certi¬ 
fied  on  “Lesson  Materials  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education”  since  the  Arkansas 
Pastors’  School  was  held  in  Sept¬ 
ember. 

Church  School  Rally  Day 
Offerings 

The  following  Church  School 
Rally  Day  offerings  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  since  the  last  report:  Pleas¬ 
ant  Grove,  $2.00;  Maynard,  $5.00; 
Stanford,  $6.00;  Corinth,  $2.15;  Mo- 
nette,  $40.00;  New  Blaine,  $2.00; 
Rector,  Fourth  Street  $10.00;  Curp- 
min’s  Chapel,  $5.00;  Mars  Field, 
$5.00;  Clarendon,  $25.00;  Farming- 
ton,  $5.00;  Lamar,  $10.00;  Qsceola, 
$75.00;  Fisher  Street,  Jonesboro, 
$10.00;  Helena,  $100.00;  Corning, 
$40.00;  Grace  Church,  Searcy,  $5.00; 
Bethel,  $10.50;  Gainsville,  $3.84. 

Brinkley  Area  School  Planned 

Leaders  from  the  churches  of  the 
Brinkley  area  met  on  Wednesday 
night,  October  24,  and  planned  for 
a  three  unit,  first  series  training 
school  to  be  held  at  Brinkley,  Feb¬ 
ruary  11-13,  with  the  following 
courses  to  be  offered: 

Helping  Adults  Learn 

Interpreting  the  Bible  to  Youth 

Children  and  the  Bible 


WITH  CENTENARY  AND  HENDRIX 
COLLEGES 


Centenary  Holds 
Mock  Election 

Centenary  College  students  left 
little  doubt  of  the  fact  that  they 
would  like  to  see  Dwight  D.  Eisen¬ 
hower  returned  to  the  Presidency 
in  the  forthcoming  elections. 

Results  of  a  mock  election  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  campus  last  week 
showed  120  students  votes  cast  for 
Eisenhower  to  37  for  T.  Coleman 
Andrews,  States’  Rights  candidate, 
and  only  27  for  Adlai  Steveson,  the 
Democratic  candidate. 

In  the  contest  for  the  vice  presi¬ 
dency,  students  gave  110  votes  to 
Richard  M.  Nixon,  Republic  in¬ 
cumbent.  Estes  Kefauver,  Demo¬ 
cratic  standard-bearer  was  ac¬ 
corded  a  total  vote  of  37  and  36 
votes,  just  one  less,  were  given 
Thomas  Werdel,  the  States’  Rights 
candidate. 

Congressman  Overton  Brooks  of 
Shreveport,  long-time  member  of 
the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives, 
was  accorded  118  votes  to  swamp 
the  Republican  aspirant,  Calhoun 
Allen  of  Shreveport,  who  garner¬ 
ed  35  votes. 

The  Conglomerate,  student 
newspaper_  sponsored  the  election 


AREA  CHURCH 

Saline  County 
Training  School 
Next  Week 

✓ 

More  than  300  church  leaders  of 
Methodist  Churches  in  Saline 
County,  Little  Rock  District,  are 
expected  to  attend  the  Saline 
County  Methodist  Training  Op¬ 
portunity  next  week,  November 
4-6,  according  to  Dr.  Arthur  Terry, 
Little  (  Rock  District  Superinten¬ 
dent.  236  persons  had  pre-enrolled 
for  the  five  courses  which  will  be 
offered  during  the  school.  Sessions 
will  be  held  in  Benton  First 
Church. 

Nine  charges,  including  12 
churches,  will  have  leaders  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  school.  Rev.  J.  Ralph 
Clayton,  pastor  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Benton,  will  serve  as 
chairman  and  dean  of  the  school’s 
Board  of  Managers,  and  Rev.  Joe 
R.  Phillips,  Jr.,  Parkview,  Benton, 
is  the  Board’s  secretary  and  trea¬ 
surer. 

The  opening  session  of  the  school 
will  be  at  2  o’clock  Sunday  after¬ 
noon.  Sessions  will  be  held  also  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings. 

LR  School  Has 
Large  Enrollment 

Four  hundred  and  nine  credits 
were  issued  at  the  Annual  Greater 
Little  Rock  Training  School,  Octo¬ 
ber  21-25  according  to  Dr.  Arthur 
Terry,  Little  Rock,  District  Super- 


Hendrix  Students 
Named  To  "Who's 
Who" 

Ten  Hendrix  seniors  have  been 
named  to  Whp’s  Who  among  Stu¬ 
dents  in  American  Colleges  and 
Universities  for  the  1956-57  year 
They  were  selected  by  members  of 
the  faculty  according  to  their  schol- 
lastic  and  leadership  abilities. 

Those  selected  were  Cecil  Alex¬ 
ander  of  Heber  Springs,  Jim  Arm¬ 
strong  of  Little  Rock,  Mansel  Bak¬ 
er  of  El  Dorado,  Harold  Campbell 
of  Camden,  Martha  Choate  of  Little 
Rock,  Bill  Gentry  of  Hope,  Hornor 
Lyford  of  Ccnway,  Sara  Shanaks  of 
Conway,  Beverly  Whitaker  of  Har¬ 
risburg,  and  Doyne  Williams  of  El 
Dorado. 


but  took  no  official  stand  on  the 
election.  Letters  in  support  of  both 
Democratic  and  Republican  candi¬ 
dates  appeared  under  student  sig¬ 
natures  in  the  last  issue,  and  vig¬ 
orous  campaigns  were  waged  by 
the  students  during  the  past  week 
in  support  of  their  favorites. 


SCHOOL  NEWS 

Iberia  Methodists 
Observe  Christian 
Education  Week 

Christian  Education  Week  was 
observed  by  the  First  Metehodist 
Church,  New  Iberia,  October  7-14. 

The  theme  “God  in  the  Home” 
was  selected,  and  every  family  of 
the  Church  was  urged  to  join  to¬ 
gether  in  prayer  life,  bible  study, 
devotions,  and  recreation,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  God  into  the 
hearts  and  homes  of  the  Church 
families. 

On  Thursday  evening  a  family 
night  covered  dish  supper  was 
served.  F.  F.  Wimberly,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Iberia  Parish 
schools,  spoke  to  the  group.  Rev. 
W.  R.  Wendet  is  the  New  Iberia 
pastor. 


intendent,  who  served  as  dean  for 
the  school.  2,0  Little  Rock  District 
Churches  and  four  North  Little 
Rock  churches  had  a  total  of  645 
church  school  leaders  enrolled  i° 
the  school. 

12  courses  were  offered  during 
the  school. 

Dr.  Fred  Harrison,  Winfield  Pas' 
tor,  was  chairman  of  the  school  s 
board  of  managers,  Rev.  E.  B.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Gardner  Memorial,  North 
Little  Rock,  vice-president,  Mrs.  V- 
B.  Story,  Pulaski  Heights  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Director,  secretary, 
and  James  H.  Johnson,  treasurer. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Page  Twelve 


j! fa  Pleasant  Church ,  Near  Monticello,  Has  Annual  Home  Coming 


Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist,  Oldest  Arkansas  Church  South  oj  Little  Rock 


Church  Has  Long 
Interesting  History 

Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Church, 
known  to  many  as  Camp  Ground, 
located  seven  miles  north  of  Monti- 
cello,  one  mile  off  Highway  81,  had 
its  annual  Home  Coming  Sunday, 
AugUst  26.  Rev.  W.  W.  Barron,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church,  brought  an  in¬ 
spiring  and  appropriate  message  to 
a  large  and  appreciative  congrega¬ 
tion  at  11:00  a.m.  At  noon  a  bounte¬ 
ous  meal  was  spread  on  the  long 
tables  under  the  large  trees  on  the 
yard.  The  afternoon  was  spent  with 
old  friends  and  relatives  visiting — 
probably  some  of  whom  hadn’t  seen 
each  other  since  last  Home  Coming. 
There  was  also  a  program  of  hymn 
singing  in  the  afternoon. 

Mt.  Pleasant  has  a  beautiful  set¬ 
ting  of  enormous  oak  and  pine  trees 
and  the  tranquility  of  it  all  seems 
to  set  it  apart  all  in  a  world  of  its 
own. 

The  attendance  is  not  as  large  as 
it  was  in  the  days  of  the  “camp  « 
meetings”,  for  many  have  moved  a- 
way.  Even  though  some  have  moved 
to  distant  localities,  there  is  still  a 
measure  of  reverence  in  the  hearts 
of  many  for  the  Camp  Ground.  They 
come  back  on  Home  Coming  Day,  to 
meet  with  old  friends  and  relatives 
and  to  worship  in  the  church  where 
successive  generations  have  wor¬ 
shipped. 

History  of  Church 

Mt.  Pleasant  was  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  established  south  of 
Little  Rock.  Perhaps  the  main  factor 
in  determining  the  location  was  that 
this  vicinity  was  the  educational 
center  of  the  county  at  that  time. 
There  was  a  log  school  house  on 
the  campus  of  the  church’s  present 
location  before  Monticello  was  es¬ 
tablished.  The  school  was  taught  by 
an  Englishman,  Prof.  John  E. 
Brandon,  who  renounced  his  allegi¬ 
ance  to  Queen  Victoria  in  1849  and 
became  an  American  citizen.  Private 
historians  tell  us  that  the  school  had 
over  one  hundred  pupils;  many  of 
them  boarding  with  families  in  the 
neighborhood. 

The  Rev.  Milton  Carr  and  family 
moved  to  this  locality  from  Tennes¬ 
see  in  1843  and  felt  the  need  of  a 
religious  organization.  Many  of  his 
neighbors  were  of  the  same  opinion 
so  they  organized  first  a  Sunday 
School  which  met  in  the  home  of 
Mr.  Edward  Van  Landingham,  about 
two  miles  west  of  where  the  church 
now  stands.  Religious  services  were 
conducted  in  this  home  each  Sunday 
for  two  years.  Then  they  decided  to 
organize  a  church  and  erected  a 
building  of  hand  hewn  timbers,  as 
were  most  of  the  structures  in  the 
days  of  the  pioneers.  People  of  both 
the  Methodist  and  the  Baptist  faith 
in  the  community  joined  in  the  work 
of  building  a  house  for  worship. 

This  log  church  was  heated  by  a 
large  fire  place.  Lights  for  the  night 
services  were  furnished  by  pine 
knot  fires  made  on  scaffolds,  four 
feet  high  built  £t  a  safe  distance 
from  each  of  the  four  corners  of 
the  church  and  covered  with  dirt. 

Among  the  charter  members  were 
Rev.  Milton  Carr,  his  wife  and  two 
s°ns,  John  and  Alfred,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

|  Edward  Van  Landingham,  Mrs. 
Mary  Bodman  Hall,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Riount  Hale  and  Mrs.  Hays.  The 
first  ministers  who  served  this 
ehurch  had  from  twenty-two  to 
fwenty-six  appointments  and 
Preached  every  day  in  the  week  ex- 
CePt  Monday.  x 
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After  a  few  years  the  log  church 
was  destroyed  by  fire  and  a  neat 
little  frame  building  replaced  it,  as 
by  this  time  saw  mills  had  followed 
the  westward  tide  of  immigration. 

In  1852  Andrew  Cavaness*  of  Ala¬ 
bama  bought  the  land  belonging  to 
Isaac  Price  and  deeded  twenty  acres 
to  the  church. 

During  the  War  Between  the 
States  a  convalescent  Camp  was 
maintained  there  where  many  of  the 
Confederate  soldiers,  living  in  tents 
erected  around  the  campus,  were 
nursed  back  to  health. 

A  parsonage  was  built  a  mile 
from  the  church  and  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Clower  was  the  first  minister  to 
occupy  it.  Later  the  parsonage  was 
moved  to  Monticello  but  at  present 
is  located  at  Wilmar,  as  these  two 
churches  are  now  on  the  same 
charge. 

Soon  after  the  War  Between  the 
States,  the  small  church  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  larger  one,  using  all  the 
available  material  from  the  old  one. 
This  one  room  structure  had  two 
doors  on  the  front  as  did  most  of  the 
one  room  churches  in  that  day.  A 
huge  cast  iron  stove  which  stood  in 
the  center  and  fired  with  wood  cut 
near  by  furnished  adequate  heat  for 
the  entire  building  on  the  coldest 
day.  Coal  oil  lamps  had  already  re¬ 
placed  the  glaring  pine  knot  fires. 

During  the  church’s  long  history 
the  building  has  been  remodeled  and 
improved  from  time  to  time,  but 
many  of  the  original  timbers  are  in 
the  edifice  today.  In  1936  the  entire 
building  was  razed  and  a  smaller 
one  built.  As  usual,  the  people  of 
the  community  and  the  pastor, 
Claude  R.  Roy,  did  the  work,  using 
the  old  material.  It  was  at  this  re- 


The  Committee  on  World  Peace 
is  venturing  out  on  a  new  experi¬ 
ment  in  the  way  of  Peace  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Peace  Cultivation.  Recent¬ 
ly  the  executive  committee  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Com¬ 
mittee  on  World  Peace  appropriat¬ 
ed  $25.00  to  each  of  the  Wesley 
Foundations  connected  with  the 
state  institutions  in  the.  conference 
territory.  Twenty-five  dollars  was 
given  to  Hendrix  College  plus  $25. 
00  given  by  a  friend  of  Hendrix 
thus  making  the  total  of  $50.00  for 
peace  cultivation  at  Hendrix. 

The  Peace  Committee  is  greatly 
encouraged  by  the  fine  response  at 


construction  when  one  of  the  doors 
was  left  out,  leaving  only  one  en¬ 
trance  at  the  front. 

In  1947  another  remodeling  with 
a  greater  improvement  was  accom¬ 
plished.  The  interior  was  redecor¬ 
ated  throughout,  and  four  Sunday 
School  rooms  were  added.  The  old 
crude  hand  made  pews  that  had 
been  in  use  for  more  than  a  half 
century  were  replaced  with  new  and 
more  comfortable,  although  hand 
made,  ones.  A  new  and  larger  pulpit 
with  new  furniture  was  added.  The 
larger  center  pulpit  chair  was  a  gift 
from  Miss  Virgil  Cavaness,  as  a 
memorial  to  her  grandfather,  Mr. 
Cavaness,  who  donated  the  land  to 
the  church.  The  chancel  rail,  beau¬ 
tiful  in  design  and  worhanship,  en¬ 
hanced  the  appearance  of  the  sanct¬ 
uary.  Electric  lights  and  a  butane 
gas  system  were  installed.  An  attic 
fan  was  also  added.  In  May,  1956, 
the  pastor,  W.  W.  Barron,  made  and 
placed  the  new  church  sign  above 
the  door. 

Several  itinerant  Methodist 
preachers  preached  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
before  1850. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  appointment  of 
ministers,  beginning  in  1850  to  the  present: 
J.  S.  McCarver,  M.  C.  Manley,  L.  S.  Mar¬ 
shall,  R.  F.  Withers,  J.  H.  Blakeley,  John 
Pryor,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  Samuel  Morris,  W. 
R.  Davis,  J.  Y.  Brice,  E.  L.  Gaddie,  John 
F.  Carr,  J.  A.  Clower,  W.  S.  Burnett,  W.  S. 
Scott,  J.  H.  Riggin,  D.  H.  Lineboregs,  J.  P. 
Holmes,  J.  H.  Gold,  J.  M.  D.  Sturgis,  J.  A. 
Sage,  W.  C.  Crowsen,  J.  C.  Rhodes,  R.  F. 
Raiford,  C.  W.  Drake,  T.  O.  Rorie,  J.  O. 
Walsh,  F.  C.  Cannon,  A.  M.  Robertson, 
F.  F.  Howell,  R.  R.  Moore,  J.  D.  Dunn, 
J.  M.  Cannon,  S.  C.  Dean,  H.  E.  Van 
Camp,  Frank  Hopkins,  A.  C.  Rogers,-  J.  E. 
Waddell,  R.  H.  Bamburg,  W.  T.  Hopkins, 

L.  J.  Riddling,  J.  D.  Fomby,  E.  D.  Hanna, 

M.  K.  Rogers,  J.  C.  Williams,  H.  A.  F. 
Ault,  C.  R.  Roy,  J.  R.  Sewell,  S.  C. 
Duggar,  C.  V.  Mashburn,  Roy  Bevin,  O. 
W.  Hoover,  Harold  Scott,  J.  C.  Van  Horn, 
L.  C.  Gatlin,  James  Constable,  J.  F. 
Walker,  and  W.  W.  Barron. 


Hendrix  and  the  State  College 
Connected  Foundations.  We  feel 
that  our  College  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dents  should  have  a  vital  part  in 
the  Conference  Peace  Program. 
They  are  going  to  live  in  this 
world  for  many  years  to  come  and 
should  be  given  an  opporunity  to 
help  make  it.  It  is  their  world  as 
well  as  that  of  the  adults  and  of 
course  they  too  want  a  peaceful 
World  Order  and  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  world  affairs.  The 
members  of  the  Conference  com¬ 
mittee  have  a  .deep  interest  in  this 
new  experiment  and  they  feel  sure 
that  much  will  be  accomplished  for 


Church  Support 
Increases 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  NC)  —  Ameri¬ 
cans  gave  more  to  their  churches 
last  year  than  ever  before  in 
history. 

Constributions  totaling  $1,842,- 
592,260  —  an  overall  increase  of  11 
per  cent  above  the  previous  year 
—  have  been  reported  for  1955  by 
48  Protestant  and  2  Eastern  Ortho¬ 
dox  church  bodies. 

The  1955  figure,  representing  the 
giving  of  more  than  48,800,000 
church  members,  is  a  per  capita  in¬ 
crease  of  eight  per  cent  —  from 
$49.96  in  1954  to  a  new  all-time 
high  of  $53.94. 

The  new  figures  were  announc¬ 
ed  today  by  the  Rev.  T.  K.  Thomp¬ 
son,  executive  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Stewardship  and 
Benevolence  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  The  survey  was 
compiled  by  the  Department  in 
cooperation  with  the  Council’s 
Bureau  of  Research  and  Survey. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  they  repre¬ 
sent  significant  gains  in  giving  in 
all  major  areas  of  church  life. 

A  breakdown  in  the  figures 
shows  Americans  last  year  gave  a 
total  of  $1,484,490,642  for  congre¬ 
gational  expenses  —  an  increase  of 
11.8  per  cent.  These  funds  went  to 
pay  minister’s  salaries,  church 
building  maintance  and  repairs, 
fuel,  lighting  and  similar  expenses. 
Per  capita  contributions  for  con¬ 
gregational  expenses  was  $43.46. 

Benevolences,  including  contri¬ 
butions  to  both  home  and  foreign 
missions  also  hit  a  new  high  —  up 
7.9  per  cent  for  a  total  of  $358,101,- 
618  —  or  a  per  capita  rate  of  $10.51. 

Twenty-one  of  the  church  bod¬ 
ies  recorded  33.4  per  cent  of  their 
congregational  expenses,  went  into 
new  building  programs,  for  a  total 
of  $281,385,636.  A  year  earlier  18 
bodies  reported  expenditiures  for 
new  buildings  at  $213,547,055  —  or 
31.4  per  cent  of  total  congregation¬ 
al  expenses. 

Highest  per  member  giving  for 
all  purposes  was  recorded  by  the 
Free  Methodist  Church  with  $193. 
45. 


World  Peace  in  our  Conference 
even  though  the  appropriations  this 
year  are  small. 

We  hope  some  time  in  the  future 
they  will  be  larger.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  Conference  year  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  hopes  to 
write  an  article  for  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  and  perhaps  for  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Gazette  givin  a  summary  of 
the  work  done  in  the  way  of  Peace 
cultivation  and  Peace  Education. 

The  Committee  is  also  grateful  to 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas.  Pastors’  School  for  their 
decision  to  secure  an  outstanding 
speaker  next  year  who  will  speak 
to  all  the  Pastors  on  World  Issues 
and  their  implications  for  World 
Peace. 

During  the  past  four  years  under 
the  splendid  leadership  of  Dr. 
Golder  Lawrence  the  interest  in 
World  Peace  has  steadily  grown  in 
our  conference.  We  are  also  grate¬ 
ful  to  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and 
to  the  District  Sperintendents.  for 
their  fine  response  and  leadership. 
Gratitude  is  also  expressed  to  the 
pastors  of  the  Conference  for  their 
interest  and  help.  —  Henry  W. 
Jinske,  Chairman  Committee  on 
World  Peace,  North  Arkansas 
Conference. 
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Arkansan  Views  Europe’s  Rural  Vitality 


Rev.  Glenn  F.  Sanford 
Attends  Rural  Life 
Conference  In 
Switzerland 

New  York,  (BD)  —  Rev.  Glenn 
F.  Sanford,  superintendent  of  town 
and  country  work  for  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Missions,  was  one  of 
a  group  of  U.  S.  laymen,  professors 
and  church  executives  on  a  recent 
study  tour  of  rural  life  and  church 
work  in  several  European  coun¬ 
tries  arranged  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The  group 
also  attended  the  second  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  on  the  Church 
and  Rural  Life,  sponsored  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  at  the 
Ecumenical  Institute,  B  o  s  s  e  y, 
Switzerland. 

During  his  stay  in  Europe,  Mr. 
Sanford  visited  England,  Scotland, 
the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Ger¬ 
many  and  France.  He  expressed 
himself  as  being  impressed  partic¬ 
ularly  by  the  folk  schools  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  Denmark^  the  rural  co¬ 
operatives  in  Denmark  and  the 
vitality  of  the  laymen’s  movement 
in  the  church  life  of  Germany. 

The  folk  schools,  according  to 
Mr.  Sanford,  constitute  a  major 
educational  system  in  the  two 
countries  where  he  visited  them. 
“In  most  cases,”  he  said,  “they  give 
vocational  training  to  both  boys 
and  girls.  The  girls  attend  for  five 
and  a  half  months,  studying  home 
economics,  and  the  boys  for  a  like 
time,  receiving  training  in  farming 
methods,  agricultural  machinery 
and  animal  husbandry.” 

The  farm  cooperatives  in  Den¬ 
mark  are  largely  responsible,  Mr. 
Sanford  believes,  for  what  he  con¬ 
siders  that  country’s  “exceptionally 
stable  agricultural  economy.  The 
cooperative  plan  covers  every 
phase  of  agricultural  and  related 

interests.”  -  . 

During  their  stay  in  Germany, 
the  visitors  were  at  Frankfurt-am- 
Main  for  the  Kirchentag,  the  great 
church  rally,  attended  not  only  by 
European  clergymen  and  lay  mem¬ 
bers  but  also  by  visitors  from  all 
over  the  world.  The  Kirchentag 
was  impressive  to  Mr.  Sanford 
both  because  of  its  size  and  work 
and  because  he  found  it  a  tremend¬ 
ous  expression  of  the  creative  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  laymen  within  the  Ger¬ 
man  church.  He  believes  that  “the 
creativity  of  the  German  people, 
turned  toward  religion,  can  pro¬ 
duce  one  of  the  greatest  religious 
advances  the  world  has  ever 
known.” 

Mr.  Sanford’s  observation  is  that 
German  laymen  and  women  are 
coming  into  a  broad  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  the  steward¬ 
ship  of  time  and  possessions  and  he 
attributes  much  of  this  under¬ 
standing  to  the  work  of  the  Rev. 
Carl  M.  Mau,  an  American  Luther¬ 
an  minister  sent  to  Germany  by 
the  Luthern  World  Federation  to 
work  through  CRALOG  (Commit¬ 
tee  of  Relief  Agencies  Licensed  to 
Operate  in  Germany).  According 
to  Mr.  Sanford,  Mr.  Mau^  who  is 
stationed  in  Hanover,  is  much  ad¬ 
mired  and  trusted  by  German 
churchmen,  who  are  responding 
wholeheartedly  to  his  leadership. 

At  the  Bossey  conference,  parti¬ 
cipated  in  by  representatives  of 
seventeen  nations,  the  group  at¬ 
tended  workshops  and  lectures  on 
the  church  and  rural  life  through¬ 
out  the  world. 


REV.  GLENN  SANFORD 


Other  Methodists  making  the  trip 
with  Dr.  Sanford  were  Dr.  Marvin 
T.  Judy,  of  Perkins  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas^  Texas;  Miss  Margaret 
Brughler,  representing  the  Ohio 
Council  of  Churches;  Dr.  Raymond 
Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C.;  the 
Rev.  H:  E.  Plyler,  former  co-ordin¬ 
ator  of  rural  work  in  Puerto  Rico 
for  the  National  Counci  1  of 
Churches;  Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Robinson, 
from  the  Division  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches;  Dr.  Rockwell  C.  Smith, 
of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute, 
Evanston^  Ill.;  the  Rev.  Donald 
Koontz,  professor  at  Simpson  Col¬ 
lege,  Indianola,  Iowa. 


FILMS  ON  INDIA 

Many  churches  have  planned 
this  year  to  commemorate  one 
hundred  years  of  Methodist  mission 
work  in  India.  The  India  Centenary 
offers  splendid  opportunity  for  a 
missions  program,  and  two  motion 
pictures  are  especially  recommend¬ 
ed. 

Village  of  the  Poor  is  the  story 
of  how  a  Christian  village  in  India 
witnesses  to  a  new  way  of  faith  and 
life.  Each  of  the  three  episodes 
deals  with  one  phase  of  mission 
work.  As  Christianity  comes  to  a 
Hindu  temple  dancer,  a  discourag¬ 
ed  farmer  and  an  outcast  boy,  we 
see  the  Christian  church  at  work 
in  evangelism,  rural  and  orphan 
work.  In  color,  this  30-minute  film 
rents  for  $12. 

India,  Crucible  of  Freedom  has 
been  produced  for  special  use  with 
the  India  Centennial  Anniversary 
in  1956-57.  It  reports  in  vivid  color 
jon  the  missionary  program  in  India 
after  a  hundred  years  of  service. 
Thirty  minutes  in  length,  with 
script  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson, 
India,  Crucible  of  Freedom  rents 
for  $8. 

Both  Village  of  the  Poor  and 
India,  Crucible  of  Freedom  may  be 
obtained  from  your  nearest  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House. 
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A  Letter  From  Sunnie  Kim,  Korea 

English  Department 
Ewha  Woman’s  University 
Seoul,  Korea 
October  11,  1956 

My  dear  friends  in  Arkansas, 

At  last  I  am  back  among  my  people  in  my  country.  I  cannot  ex¬ 
press  to  you  at  this  moment  all  the  uneven  currents  of  my  excitement 
and  emotion  which  I  have  been  undergoing  ever  since  our  boat 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Inchon,  Korea,  on  last  Sept.  25.  Things 
are  quite  different  here  in  the  present  days  from  what  they  were 
seven  years  ago  when  I  left  for  the  States.  Somehow  or  other,  I  am 
acting  the  role  of  Washington  Irving’s  Rip  Van  Winkle  who  slept  for 
twenty  years  and  saw  a  new  world  when  he  woke  up.  But  it  won’t 
take  me  long  to  get  adjusted  to  my  changed  environment. 

We  had  a  very  pleasant  and  smooth  voyage  on  our  way  to  Korea 
and  I  did  not  suffer  seasickness  except  for  a  few  days.  Mrs.  Appen- 
zeller,  Miss  Brooke,  Dr.  Paik,  Mr.  Whang,  and  I  were  all  the 
passengers  on  the  Fair  Port,  the  freighter  which  bore  us.  Both  Mrs. 
Appenzeller  and  Miss  Brooke  were  coming  to  Korea  as  missionaries 
and  the  rest  of  us  three  were  Koreans  who  have  studied  in  U.S.A. 
and  were  returning  to  our  homeland.  Everyone  on  the  boat  was  very 
kind  and  good  to  me  throughout  our  journey  and  I  am  now  missing 
them  all  whenever  I  recall  my  last  long  trip. 

The  next  day  after  I  arrived  I  presented  myself  at  Ewha.  I  am 
already  in  classes  giving  lectures  qn  “English  Poetry”  for  school  had 
begun  before  I  could  get  here.  I  was  assigned  to  4each  this  year 
Nineteenth  Century  English  Poetry  to  sophomores  and  Modern  Eng¬ 
lish  Poetry  to  seniors.  Usually  the  classes  are  so  large  that  I  have  to 
practically  shout  at  them  in  order  to  make  the  entire  class  hear  me 
clearly.  Even  now  I  can’t  get  completely  over  being  scared  to  face 
the  students  in  class,  especially  when  I  notice  them  taking  notes.  I  am 
anxious  about  what  they  have  written  down  in  spite  of  my  trying  to 
maintain  myself  apparently  calm  and  careless  of  it. 

My  urgent  problem  is  to  find  me  a  place  to  live  in  and  get  settled. 
I  am,  for  the  present,  staying  in  the  guest  room  in  the  English  House 
which  belongs  to  the  senior  classes  in  the  English  Department  of 
Ewha  University.  My  luggage  is  in  the  school  garage  and  I  am  living 
out  of  my  suitcases  which  I  carried  along  with  me  for  the  trip.  The 
weather  here  is  already  cold.  It  will  be  sometime  yet  before  we  can 
feel  heat  in  our  rooms. 

The  surviving  members  of  my  family  are  in  fairly  good  health  for 
which  I  am  most  thankful  to  God.  According  to  dependable  informa¬ 
tion  our  father  has  gene  to  the  other  world  and  there  is  no  way  yet 
to  find  out  about  our  mother. 

Words  will  never  be  able  to  express  my  gratitude  for  your  en¬ 
during  kindness  and  love  which  enabled  me  to  receive  many  wonder¬ 
ful  opportunities  to  study  in  the  States  and  which  brought  me  back  to 
my  native  land  safely.  I  shall  remember  you  and  all  that  you  have 
done  for  me  as  long  as  I  live.  .Please  remember  that  whatever  small 
service  I  can  do  for  God  and  for  the  people  from  now  on  is  the  very 
fruit  of  your  effort  and  love  which  you  have  so  unselfishly  lavished 
upon  me.  I  may  not  be  able  to  write  to  you  all  individually,  but  you 
know,  of  course,  that  the  names  of  my  Christian  friends  in  Arkansas 
are  always  with  me  in  my  thoughts  and  prayers  wherever  I  may  be 
and  whatever  I  may_do. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Sunnie  Kim 

(Letter  Translated  And  Forwarded  By  Miss  Nellie  Dyer,  North  Little  Rock) 
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TO  GOD  ALONE,  a  historical  novel  of  Bible  times  by  Rev.  Minns 
S.  Robertson,  one  of  our  Area  pastors,  who  has  written  an  outstand¬ 
ing  story,  portraying  vividly  the  background  in  which  Jesus  grew 
up,  a  fanatical  devotion  “To  God  Alone.” 

They  say: 

“A  new  dimension  to  our  mind  picture  of  the  pre-Christian  era — Many 
powerful  scenes — A  book  you’ll  want  to  own — will  be  happy  for  your  teen¬ 
agers  to  read.”  —  Mrs.  Weldon  Lynch,  Reviewer,  Oakdale,  La. 

“Truly  a  wonderful  book,”  Rev.  Charles  Barbat,  Baptist  Minister, 
Bunkie,  Louisiana 

"The  reader  takes  up  the  cry,  ‘To  God  alone’,”  Henry  Oden,  Reviewer, 

The  TOWN  TALK,  Alexandria,  La. 

"I  shall  recommend  it  to  all  my  friends,”  Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  Housewife, 
Farmerville,  La, 

TO  GOD  ALONE  is  available  at  $3.00  through  your  local 
bookstore  or  through  the  publisher,  College  Publishing  Co., 
Box  1012,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida.  Order  autographed  copies 
from  the  author,  Minns  S.  Robertson  at  Marksville,  Louisiana. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Resolution 

Whereas,  the  death  of  Ernest  C. 
Mitchell,  of  Bayou  Chicot,  Louis¬ 
iana  on  September  12,  1956,  has 
caused  a  great  loss  to  the  Bayou 
Chicot  Methodist  Church  and  to 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  and 
much  sorrow  not  only  to  his  im¬ 
mediate  family  and  this  Club  but 
to  the  community  and  his  many 
friends; 

Whereas,  Brother  Mitchell  has 
devoted  a  large  part  of  his  life  to 
the  Christian  duty,  and  particularly 
to  the  Bayou  Chicot  Methodist 
Church,  having  been  a  faithful 
member  for  many  years  and  he  has 
been  a  member  since  its  beginning 
of  The  Methodist  Men,  and 

Whereas,  he  not  only  gave  the 
Church  the  benefit  of  his  time  and 
talents  but  found  time  to  be  a  good 
neighbor  and  a  good  father  and 
husband,  always  greeting  those  he 
came  in  contact  with  a  smile,  and 
observing  his  passing,  we  wish  to 
pay  tribute  to  his  memory  and  to 
his  accomplishments,  and  extend 
deepest  sympathy  to  his  family  and 
his  friends;  therefore: 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  this 
memorial  be  spread  upon  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  this  Club  and  Brother 
Mitchell’s  family  be  advised  of  this. 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  Bayou 
Chicot  Methodist  Church,  Bayou 
Chicot,  Louisiana. 

Approved:  September  21,  1956 
'  By  Kent  Thompson 
M.  McGhee 
J.  E.  Compton 
J.  B.  Randall 
Committee  on  Resolution 


OBITUARIES 

ODEN — The  Louisiana  Conference 
lost  one  of  the  most  faithful  men 
in  the  passing  of  Homer  Oden  at 
West  Monroe  on  Wednesday,  June 
12. 

Mr.  Oden  was  born  56  years  ago 
at  Gilmer,  Texas,  but  for  many 
years  he  was  a  resident  of  West 
Monroe.  He  was  married  about 
seven  years  ago  to  Miss  Doris  Ed- 
miston.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  West 
Monroe  for  many  years  but  about 
a  year  ago  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oden 
brought  th6ir  letters  to  the  Brown- 
ville  Methodist  Church,  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  and  became  loyal  members  of 
that  church. 

Mr.  Oden  had  a  certain  spark 
that  lighted  every  life  with  which 
he  came  in  contact.  He  supported 
the  church  with  his  time,  his  talent 
and  his  means  and  in  every  way 
he  met  his  home,  his  community 
and  church  obligations  faithfully. 
Daily  he  lived  what  he  tried  to 
teach  and  those  around  him  were 
inspired  to  do  likewise.  The  writer, 
who  was  his  pastor  and  very  close 
friend,  realized  that  every  day  his 
name  was  brought  to  the  throne 
of  grace  by  Mr.  Oden. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  W. 
D.  Milton  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  West  Monroe,  and  Rev. 
R.  H.  Staples  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Bastrop. 

“To  live  in  the  hearts  we  leave 
behind  is  not  to  die.” — Paul  Dur¬ 
bin,  pastor,  Brownville  Methodist 
Church. 


PARHAM— Richard  Hunter  Par¬ 
ham,  resident  of  the  Temperance 
Hill  community  in  Dallas  County, 
passed  away  in  a  hospital  in  Cam¬ 
den  on  September  5.  He  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Temperance  Hill 
cemetery  adjacent  to  the  church  he 
loved. 

Brother  Parham  was  born  on 
March  18,  1884,  at  Princeton,  Ark¬ 


ansas,  to  Richard  Hunter  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Harley  Parham.  On  June  12, 
1904,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Stell  and  they  celebrated  their 
Golden  Wedding  anniversary  in 
June,  1954.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  six  sons  and  four  daughters, 
Reece,  present  sheriff  of  Dallas 
County,  Ray  and  Gerald  of  Cam¬ 
den,  Lee  of  Pine  Bluff,  Graydon  of 
Fordyce  and  Emmett  of  Benton; 
Mrs.  Knox  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Calvin 
Hammonds*  of  Temperance  Hill, 
Mrs.  Woodrow  Jones  of  Benton  and 
Mrs.  Ned  Chadwick,  La  Marque, 
Texas,  and  25  grandchildren. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Par¬ 
ham  united  with  the  -  Temperance 
Hill  Methodist  Church  and  served 
as  steward  and  trustee  for  more 
than  50  years.  He  was  known 
throughout  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference  for  his  leadership  in  the 
church  and  for  the  Christian  in¬ 
fluence  he  contributed  to  it.  He  was 
truly  a  friend  to  the  ministers.  His 
home  was  always  open  to  them  and 
his  kind  Christian  way  of  life  was 
a  benediction  to  all  who  came  his 
way. 

I  first  became  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Parham  when  I  came  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Thornton  Circuit 
in  1953.  This  being  my  first  assign¬ 
ment  to  a  charge,  it  was  natural 
for  me  to  seek  advice  and  guidance 
from  those  whose  lives  were  deeply 
r.ooted  in  the  Christian  faith.  I 
found  that  in  Mr.  Parham.  Not  only 
was  he  an  influential  man  irv4he 
church,  but  in  the  civic  affairs  of 
his  community,  county  and  state. 
His  life  will  live  through  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  civic  influence  through  his 
Christian  children  and  others  with 
whom  he  has  associated.  Truly,  he 
was  a  man  who  walked  with  God. 
— Winston  H.  Hudnall. 


STAPLES — Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Castor,  Louisiana,  on  October  7 
for  Arch  Dealy  Staples,  a  charter 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Castor.  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers, 
pastor  of  the  church,  conducted 
the  service,  assisted  by  Rev.  George 
W.  Ross,  pastor  of  the  .Caddo 
Heights  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  Rev.  Roy  Grant,  pastor 
of  the  Ringgold  Methodist  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kircus,  pastor  of 
the  Castor  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Staples  was  born  on  Febru¬ 
ary  11,  1868,  in  Union  Parish  near 
Downville,  Louisiana.  He  passed 
away  on  October  5  at  the  age  of 
88  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fletcher  Staples.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Emma 
Williams  Mclnnis.  To  this  union 
five  children  were  born,  four  of 
whom  survive  him,  Rev.  Howard 
Staples,  pastor  of  the  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Bastrop,  Archie 
Staples  of  Castor,  Mrs.  Allen  Hall 
of  Alexandria  and  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Hamm  of  Shreveport.  Also  sharing 
the  home  of  Mr.  Staples  was  a  step¬ 
son,  Judge  J.  F.  Mclnnis  of  Minden. 

As  a  boy,  Mr.  Staples  united  with 
the  Symrna  Methodist  Church  near 
Downsville,  Louisiana.  ,  After  a 
short  sojourn  in  Arkansas  in  his 
early  teens,  he  came  to  the  Castor 
area  before  there  was  a  town  of 
Castor.  When  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Castor  was  organized,  he  be¬ 
came  a  charter  member.  He  served 
on  the  Official  Board  and  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Church  School. 

Mr.  Staples  was  a  familiar  man 
on  the  streets  of  Castor,  both  in 
his  active  life  and  in  his  retire¬ 
ment.  Being  a  pioneer  resident,  he 
literally  grew  up  with  Castor.  He 
spent  more  than  70  years  in  the 
community  and  will  be  missed  by 


New  Director  And  Address  For  Advance 
Department 


New  York,  (BD)  —  The  Advance 
(special  gifts)  department  of  the 
Division  of  National  Missions,  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  has 
both  a  new  director  and  a  new  ad¬ 
dress. 

The  new  director  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  Parkin,  who  has  been  an 
associate  secretary  of  the  Division 
since  1953.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  F.  Allgood_  who  has  been 
named  an  associate  secretary  of 
the  Division’s  Section  of  Chdrch 
Extension. 

The  new  address  is  1701  Arch 
Street,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa.,  and  all 
correspondence  relative  to  Nation¬ 
al  M-i  s  s  i  o  n  s  Advance  Specials 
should  be  sent  there.  This  address 


is  the  Philadelphia  office  of  the 
Division. 

Another  new  member  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  department  staff  is  Miss  Isa¬ 
bel  Kennedy,  new  assistant  direc¬ 
tor.  She  formerly  was  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  Division. 

In  announcing  plans  for  the  de¬ 
partment,  Dr.  Parkin  said  new  em¬ 
phasis  will  be  placed  on  develop¬ 
ing  a  personal  relationship  between 
a  church  which  accepts  an  Advance 
Special  and  the  recipient.  This 
would  be  especially  true,  he  add¬ 
ed,  in  the  case  of  a  church  which 
accepts  the  support  of  a  home  mis¬ 
sionary  or  mission  worker  and  the 
recipient  and  his  church  or  other 
institution. 


all  who  knew  him. — K.  K.  Cari¬ 
thers. 

STEWART— Mrs.  Maud  Griffin 
Stewart,  wife  of  The  Reverend  J. 
B.  Stewart,  passed  away  at  her 
home  in  Newark  October  4.  She 
was  77  years  old.  Mrs.  Stewart*  was 
born  September  1,  1879,  while  her 
father,  Rev.  Z.  T.  Griffin*  was  pas¬ 
tor  at  Viola. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stewart  were 
married  September  15,  1908.  Mrs. 
Stewart  taught  school  from  the 
time  she  was  sixteen  years  old  un¬ 
til  her  husband  retired  from  the 
teaching  profession  and  went  into 
the  ministry. 

Mrs.  Stewart  had  one  brother 
who  was  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Long  Beach,  Califor¬ 
nia,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
who  is  pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Church  near  Magness, 
and  a  brother,  Clyde  Griffin,  who 
lives  near  Newark. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
Friday,  October  5,  at  the  Hazel  Ed¬ 
wards  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Newark,  by  Rev.  Gerald  Hammett. 
Burial  was  at  Macedonia  Cemetery. 
— Gerald  D.  Hammett. 


THE  STIFLING  POWER 
OF  UNBELIEF 

(Continued  from,  page  7) 
have  confronted.  I  believe  that 
within  her  borders  men  and  women 
can  come  into  a  saving  experience 
of  God  in  Christ.  I  believe  that  lives 
can  be  changed — that  they  will  be 
changed. 

I  believe  that  Methodisms  great¬ 
est  hour  is  at  hand. 

I  believe  that  it  will  never  be 
said  of  The  Methodist  Church  “.  .  . 
he  did  not  many  mighty  works 
there  because  of  their  unbelief.” 


NOW!  Save  Up  to  50% 

oa  Nationally  Advertised  Citts 

Use  this  big,  new  FREE  CATA¬ 
LOG  to  buy  all  kinds  bf  gift! 
and  merchandise  for  yourself, 
family,  friends,  neighbors.  Ter¬ 
rific  saving  on  big-name  Items. 
Also,  make  money  spare  time 
taking  orders  from  othersl 

EVERGREEN  STUDIOS 

92  Box  846  Chicago  4a,  m. 


Church  Furniture  -  Stoles 
Embroideries  •  Vestments 
Hangings  •  Communion 
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•  Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
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People  60  to  80: 
Tear  Out  This  Ad 

.  .  .  and  mail  it  today  to 
find  out  how  you  can  still  apply 
for  a  $1,000  life  insurance  policy 
to  help  take  care  of  final  expen¬ 
ses  without  burdening  your  fam¬ 
ily. 

You  handle  the  entire  trans¬ 
action  by  mail  with  OLD  AMERI¬ 
CAN  of  KANSAS  CITY.  No  ob¬ 
ligation.  No  one  will  call  on  you! 

Write  today,  simply  giving 
your  name,  address  and  age.  Mail 
to  Old  American  Ins.  Co.,  1  West 
9th,  Dept.  L1107C,  Kansas  City, 

Mo. 


HOW  TO  CHOOSE  AND 
USE  A  HEARING  AID 


Confused  by  all  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  hearing  aid  claims? 
Wondering  why  there  is  a 
difference  in  performance, 
size  and  price?  Would  you 
like  to  know  what  to  expect 
in  amplification,  power, 
wearing  convenience ...  20 
important  factors  to  look 
for  in  a  hearing  aid  ?  Mr.  L. 


1.  A.  WATSON 


A.  Watson,  author  of  inter¬ 
nationally  known  600  page 
text  “Hearing  Tests  and 
Hearing  Instruments”,  has 
just  completed  a  valuable 
booklet  that  is  filled  with 
information  on  how  to  select 
an  aid.  We  will  send  it  to 
you  free  in  a  plain  envelope. 
Write  for  your  copy  now! 


•  L.  A.  WATSON,  Room  83F 
I  21  North  3rd  Stroet,  Minneapolis  Minn. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,’’  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

. . — 


LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  11,  1956 
WHAT  DOES  THE  LORD  REQUIRE? 

READ  CHAPTERS  4  and  6  of  Micah. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  He  hath  showed  thee  O  man , 
what  is  good  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to 
do  justly,  and  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  thy  God? 

Micah  6:8 


We  are  continuing  the  study  of 
“Great  Passages  of  The  Bible.” 
'This  week  we  study  the  6th  lesson 
in  this  series  of  16  lessons  under 
this  general  subject.  The  subject  of 
this  week’s  lesson,  “What  Does  The 
Lord  Require?”  should  awaken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  hearts  of  teach¬ 
ers  and  pupils  alike.  It  is  the  most 
important  question  facing  the  life 
of  any  one  of  us. 

Micah  and  Isaiah  were  contempo¬ 
rary  prophets.  There  was,  however, 
a  wide  difference  in  their  back¬ 
ground.  Isaiah  was  a  “city  preach¬ 
er,”  a  consultant  and  advisor  of 
kings,  with  a  cultural  and  intel¬ 
lectual  background.  Micah  was  a 
country  preacher  and  prophet.  His 
home  was  in  a  little  J udean  town 
near  Philistia.  According  to  the 
opening  verse  of  the  Book  of  Micah, 
he  prophesied  during  the  reign  of 
three  kings,  Jotham,  Ahaz  and 
Hezekiah. 

The  first  three  of  the  six  chap¬ 
ters  of  Micah  carry  a  prophecy  of 
an  impending  judgment  because  of 
sin,  which  would  result  in  the  de¬ 
struction  of  both  Samaria  and  Jeru¬ 
salem.  The  last  verse  of  chapter 
three  is  the  climax  of  that  proph¬ 
ecy.  It  reads:  “Therefore  shall  Zion 
for  your  sake  be  plowed  as  a  field 
and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps 
and  the  mountain  of  the  house  as 
the  high  places  of  the  forest.”  While 
Micah,  in  the  opening  chapters  of 
his  writings,  prophesies  such  a  de¬ 
struction  of  Jerusalem  as  that  the 
site  would  be  plowed  like  a  field, 
he  did  not  stop  there.  As  indicated 
in  a  former  lesson,  one  big  differ¬ 
ence  in  apocalyptic  writers  and 
prophets  was  the  fact  that  the  apoc¬ 
alyptic  writer  had  little  hope  for 
a  better  world  here  and  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  the  next  world  for  the 
righting  of  present  wrongs.  Micah 
as  a  prophet,  with  a  prophet’s  out¬ 
look,  believed  in  the  triumph  of 
righteousness  here  as  well  as  here¬ 
after. 

And  People  Shall  Flow  Unto  It 

It  is  not  uncommon  today  for 
people,  who  are  discussing  condi¬ 
tions  as  they  are  to  exist  “in  the 
last  days,”  to  picture  conditions  as 
growing  worse,  progressively,  un¬ 
til  '  there  seems  to  be  no  hope  for 
the  church  apart  from  a  cataclysmic 
intervention  of  divine  power.  Mi- 
cah’s  vision  of  “the  last  days”  is 
quite  different  from  that.  For  him 
as  pictured  in  the  opening  verse  of 
today’s  lesson  text,  “In  the  last 
days  .  .  .  the  house  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  established  on  the  top  of 
the  mountains,  and  it  shall  be 
exalted  above  the  hills;  and  people 
shall  flow  unto  it.”  He  had  a  vision 
of  “many  nations”  of  the  world 
coming  to  a  highly  exalted  church 
“in  the  last  days”  to  be  taught  the 
ways  of  God.  It  may  be  possible 
that  the  seemingly,  contradictory 
differences  between  the  visions  of 
the  apocalyptic  writer  and  the 


prophet  is  simply  a  difference  of 
viewpoint.'  It  is  not  uncommon  in 
everyday  life  for  two  people  to 
look  at  the  same  situation  and 
make  an  entirely  different  report 
about  it  since  one  vieiys  it  and  re¬ 
ports  it  as  an  optiihist  and  the 
other  sees  it  and  reports  it  as  a 
pessimist.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
“the  last  days”,  whatever  the  ex¬ 
pression  really  means,  will  find  the 
good  and  the  bad  existing  and 
working  side  by  side  as  they  have 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

The  Church  in  Today's  World 

Through  just  how  many  aeons 
the  world  has  existed  in  the  past 
and  just  how  long  it  will  continue 
to  exist  in  the  future  is  of  little 
practical  concern  to  those  of  us 
now  living,  whose  life’s  span  is  no 
longer  than  one  tick  of  time’s  end¬ 
less  clock.  The  thing  we  should  be 
deeply  concerned  about  is  the  de¬ 
gree  to  which  we  aid  the  church 
during  our  short  life  to  bring  in  the 
kingdom. 

Micah  talks,  in  verse  two  of  the 
lesson  text,  of  a  day  “many  nations 
shall  come  and  say,  Come  and  let 
us  go  to  the  .  .  .  house  of  the  God 
of  Jacob;  and  he  will  teach  us  of 
his  ways  and  we  will  walk  in  his 
paths.”  Whether  our  day  is  the  day 
of  which  Micah  was  writing  we  do 
not  know.  Nevertheless,  this  is  a 
day  when  the  church  does  -have  an 
exalted  position  in  the  world’s  life 
without  a  parallel  in  the  past. 
World  leaders  inside  the  church 
and  outside  the  church  are  declar¬ 
ing  that  the  church,  with  its  mes¬ 
sage  of  world  brotherhood  and  love 
is  the  one  hope  for  our  troubled 
world’s  future. 

The  voice  of  the  church  should 
be  heard  around  the  world  today 
saying  over  and  over,  in  unmistak¬ 
able  earnestness,  that  the  only  sat¬ 
isfactory  solution  of  the  world’s 
problems  is  found  in  the  Christian 
way  of  life. 

When  God  Becomes  Judge 

Verse  three  of  our  lesson  text 
tells  of  a  time  when  “He  (God) 
shall  judge  among  many  people  and 
rebuke  strong  nations.”  We  are  told 
that  the  word  “rebuke”  might  as 
correctly  be  translated  arbitrate  or 
render  decisions. 

This  statement  seems  to  refer  to 
a  time  in  the  world’s  life  when 
the  truth  of  God  shall  be  the  basis 
for  decisions  between  nations.  That 
will  be  a  day  when  justice  and 
righteousness  between  man  and  man 
will  be  the  determining  factor  in 
agreements. 

We  believe  that  we  are  moving 
toward  that  day.  While  the  idea, 
which  gave  birth  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  may  have  been  inspired  of 
God,  no  one  would  say  that  the 
United  Nations,  in  its  entirety,  is 
an  agency  through  which  God  can 
move  unhindered.  However,  if  Mi- 
cah’s*  vision  ever  becomes  a  reality 
in  this  world,  we  will  have  a  world 


agency,  similar  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  except  Christian  in  thought, 
motives  and  decisions,  which  will 
act  as  judge  and  arbitrator  of  in¬ 
ternational  differences.  In  that  day, 
as  the  prophet  indicates,  “reduction 
of  armamants”,  as  argued  today, 
will  be  no  problem. 

World  Peace  An  Ideal  and  A 
Possibility 

Today’s  lesson,  in  which  we  have 
the  ideal  of  world  peace  pictured 
in  the  most  beautiful  language  to 
be  found  in  all  literature,  comes  on 
November  11th,  formerly  Armistice 
Day,  now  Veteran’s  Day.  No  day 
is  more  appropriate  for  the  study 
of  the  ideal  of  a  warless  world. 

While  we  may  be  talking  about 
world  peace  more  today  than  in 
former  generations,  the  ideal  is  in 
no  sense  new.  Furthermore,  it  may 
be  that  the  extensive  discussion  of 
world  peace  in  our  day  is  prompted 
more  by  fear  of  atomic  and  hydro¬ 
gen  bombs  than  by  an  unselfish 
desire  for  world  brotherhood.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  the  ideal  of  world  peace 
is  of  long  standing.  In  Isaiah  2:2-4 
there  is  a  passage  of  scripture  that 
is  identical  with  the  first  three 
verses  of  our  lesson  text  for  today. 
Since  Micahs  and  Isaiah  were  con¬ 
temporary  prophets,  we  do  not 
know  which  one  copied  the  passage 
from  the  other  or  whether  they 
both  got  it  from  a  common  source, 
which  has  been  lost  to  the  world. 
However,  they  both  gave  expres¬ 
sion  to  this  ideal  of  world  peace  in 
which  arms  of  offense  and  defense 
both  will  be  discarded.  We  will  re¬ 
member,  also,  that  the  theme  of 
the  song  of  the  angelic  choir  on 
the  night  Jesus  was  born  was  “On 
earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.” 

Just  looking  at  it  from  a  practi¬ 
cal  standpoint,  it  would  appear  that 
the  ideal  of  world  peace,  as  en¬ 
visioned  by  Micah  and  Isaiah, 
would  have  been  so  attractive  and 
desirable  that  it  would  have  be¬ 
come  a  reality  long  years  ago.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  one  of  the  disappointing 
things  about  human  progress  is  the 
time  it  takes  our  practices  in  life 
to  catch  up  with  our  ideals. 

Human  nature  seems  to  be  such 
in  the  world’s  life  that  we  must 
almost  be  driven  to  accept  ways 
of  living  that  we  have  long  known 
to  be  for  our  best  interests.  That 
situation  seems  to  have  developed 
in  regards  to  war.  In  the  early 
stages  of  human  development,  war 
appeared  often  to  have  been  the  re¬ 
sult  of  struggle  for  existence.  Tribes 
and  races  fought  wars  in  which  the 
utter  destruction  of  the  enemy  was 
a  goal.  Later,  war  became  national 
business.  One  nation  would  make 
war  on  another  for  the  profit  in 
land  and  goods  and  slave  labor  in¬ 
volved.  Gradually  war  became  so 
destructive  to  victor  and  vanquish¬ 
ed  alike  that  it  was  no  longer 
profitable.  Now  we  face,  in  any 
prospective  war,  not  only  the  lack 
of  plunder  and  indemnity,  but  the 
possibility  of  the  utter  destruction 
of  civilization  as  we  now  know  it. 

Hence  it  is  that  today  the  world 
talks  more  seriously  and  thinks 
more  seriously  about  plans  for 
world  peace  than  at  any  time  in  the 
world’s  history.  Unfortunately,  this 
great  desire  for  world  peace  seems 
to  be  based  on  fear  rather  than  a 
desire  for  world  brotherhood.  So 
long  as  that  condition  prevails, 
peace  is  little  more  than  an  armed 
truce,  with  an  ominous  foreboding 
of  impending  disaster  covering  the 
world  like  a  blanket.  Under  pre¬ 
sent  conditions,  there  is  always  the 
possibility  that  some  mad-man, 
with  utter  disregard  for  his  own 
life  or  the  lives  of  others  may 


plunge  the  world  into  a  war  more 
terrible  than  earth  has  known  or 
can  imagine.  Consequently  we  fev¬ 
erishly  seek  a  formula  for  peace 
that  will  eliminate  this  danger. 
Nevertheless,  while  we  search  for 
such  a  formula,  we  are  aware  that 
a  peace  based  on  national  expedi¬ 
ency  and  a  horrifying  fear  rests  on 
a  foundation  of  sand.  When  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world  “beat  their 
swords  into  plowshares  and  their 
spears  into  pruning  hooks,”  it  will 
not  \  be  because  of  some  cleverly 
devised  formula  that  seems,  for  the 
time,  to  satisfy  ambitious  world 
powers.  When  that  day  comes  it 
will  be  because  plans  for  world 
conquest  and  national  defense  are 
no  longer  needed  and  world  broth¬ 
erhood  and  “good  will  toward  men” 
have  taken  their  rightful  place  in 
the  world’s  life. 

What  Doth  The  Lord  Require 

The  question  of  what  God  wants 
man  to  do  is  a  question  asked  over 
and  over  down  through  the  cen¬ 
turies.  Moses,  Isaiah,  Paul,  the  Rich 
Young  Ruler  each  asked  and  an¬ 
swered  this  question  in  their  own 
lives.  Micah  hears  the  people  of 
his  day  asking,  “With  what  shall  I 
come  before  the  Lord?”  They  were 
suggesting  their  willingness  to 
bring  the  choicest  of  their  calves, 
thousands  of  rams,  ten  thousand 
rivers  of  oil  or  even  their  first  born 
child  as  sacrifices  to  God,  if  these 
gifts  of  their  “firstborn  for  trans¬ 
gressions”  or  the  “fruits  of  their 
bodies  for  the  sins  of  their  souls” 
would  be  acceptable  to  God.  Mi- 
cah’s  answer  to  this  question 
pushed  aside  these  artificial  sub¬ 
stitutes  for  self-consecration  and 
declared  that  personal  righteous¬ 
ness  rather  than  elaborate  ritual 
was  what  God  desired — justice, 
mercy  and  humility' before  God. 

It  is  true  today,  as  it  has  always 
been,  that  God  cannot  be  bribed 
or  bought  by  the  gift  of  things,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  size  or  amount  of 
the  gift.  Good  character,  a  right  re¬ 
lationship  with  God  and  man  is  the 
one  basic  requirement  of  the  Lord. 
There  are  many  aids  to  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  this  goal  but  they  are  only 
aids  and  of  secondary  importance 
as  compared  to  the  main  objective. 

Emphasizing  Secondary  Matters 

When  we  seriously  face  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  what  God  wants  man  to  do 
and  be,  we  are  conscious  that  one 
of  the  really  big  handicaps  that  has 
faced  the  church  down  through  the 
centuries  has  been  the  fact  that  the 
church  too  frequently  has  empha¬ 
sized  secondary  matters  as  of  prime 
importance  and  sometimes  as  es¬ 
sential  to  the  salvation  of  a  soul. 
The  tragedy  of  it  is  that,  after 
twenty  centuries  of  Christian  in¬ 
fluence  and  enlightenment,  there 
are  churches  yet  that  give  a  lop¬ 
sided  emphasis  to  secondary  mat¬ 
ters  as  though  they  were  of  first 
importance. 

The  man  6$  the  street,  without 
religious  background  or  cultivated 
religious  prejudice  and  bias,  hears 
the  church  emphasize  some  things 
as  uf  great  importance,  which  he 
knows  have  little  bearing  on  char¬ 
acter  and  it  leaves  him  confused 
and  cold  in  his  viewpoint  of  the 
church.  Like  Micah  the  church 
needs  to  emphasize  basic  righteous¬ 
ness. 

It  would  be  a  wonderful  achieve¬ 
ment,  religiously,  if  the  Christian 
church  in  this  20th  century  could 
catch  up  with  Micah,  who  wrote 
800  B.C.,  in  its  discrimination  be¬ 
tween  what  is  basic  religiously  and 
those  secondary  matters  that  have 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  char¬ 
acter  or  the  salvation  of  a  soul. 
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M  iiodist  Church 
Seeks  602 
Missionaries 

New  York,  (BM)  —  The  Board 
of  Missions  of  ’  the  Methodist 
Church  has  announced  openings 
for  602  career  missionaries  for  its 
home  and  overseas  fields  during 
1957. 

In  announcing  its  needs  for  the 
coming  year,  the  Board,  through  its 
Office  of  Missionary  Personnel,  150 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  New 
York,  said  that  a  step-up  in  the 
number  of  personnel  needed  for 
lifetime  service  has  been  brought 
about  largely  because  of  the  evan¬ 
gelistic  emphasis  planned  in  the 
next  four  years.  The  emphasis, 
termed  “  A  Call  to  Witness  and  De¬ 
cision,”  aims  at  increased  evangel¬ 
ism  in  all  overseas  fields  and  con¬ 
centrated  efforts  in  four  selected 
countries  —  the  Belgian  Congo, 
Korea,  Sarawak  (North  Borneo) 
and  Bolivia. 

As  is  its  custom,  the  Board  has 
broken  down  its  needs  by  admini¬ 
strative  divisions  and  by  vocation¬ 
al  classifications. 

The  Division  of  World  Missions 
has  openings  for  252  single  men  or 
couples  and  has  set  as  a  minimum 
goal  for  the  year  136  persons  (68 
couples).  That  is  an  increase  of 
about  50  per  cent  over  the  mini¬ 
mum  goal  of  90  persons  sought  an¬ 
nually  in  the  last  few  years.  Of 
the  minimum,  34  are  being  sought 
for  the  four  “lands  of  decision.” 

The  Woman’s  Division  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  is' seeking  250  sihgle 
women  for  service  in  its  overseas 
fields  and  100  men  and  women  for 
service  in  home  fields.  The  women 
in  home  fields  are  deaconesses  and 
the  men  are  home  missionaries. 

Many  Vocational  Openings 

The  breakdown  of  overseas  needs 
by  vocation  shows  that  the  largest 
numbers  of  persons  are  needed  in 
educational  work,  church  and  social 
work  and  medical  work.  Smaller 
numbers  are  needed  in  the  fields 
of  agriculture,  building,  engineer¬ 
ing,  business,  commerce,  secretari¬ 
al  work  and  accounting.  The 
breakdown  in  detail: 

Educational — 175,  including  29  for 
administrative  work,  10  for  theolog-  . 
ical  teaching,  31  for  college  teach¬ 
ing,  nine  for  teacher  training 
schools,  73  for  secondary  teaching 
and  23  elementary  teaching. 

Church  and  social  work — 120. 

Medical  work — 79,  including  15 
doctors,  34  nurses,  one  dentist,  and 
20  medical  technologists,  hospital 
administrators  and  other  types  of 
Workers. 

Business,  secretarial  work  and 
^counting — 7. 

Agriculture — 5. 

Building  and  engineering — 4. 

Home  Opportunities  Listed 

The  precise  number  of  persons 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


OFFICIAL  NOTICE  OF  THE 

SPECIAL  SESSION 

OF  THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

In  accordance  with  the.  resolution  adopted  at  the  1956  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  calling  for  a  special  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference  to  be  held  Thursday,  November  29,  1956,  in  the 
First  Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria,  and  designated  as  a  Convoca¬ 
tion  on  Citizenship  (see  pagesQO  of  the  1956  Journal  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference) ,  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Paragraph  62 7  of  the 
1952  Discipline  of  The  Methodist  Church  states  the  “special  session 
shall  be  composed  of  the  ministerial  members  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  of  the  lay  members  elected  for  the  previous  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference.” 

The  session  will  be  convened  at  9:30  a.m. 

Paul  E.  Martin 
President  Bishop 


Louisiana  District  Conference  Schedule 
Announced 


The  1956  District  Conference 
schedule  for  the  eight  (8)  District 
Conferences  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  announced  by  the 
district  superintendents  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  schedule,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  together  with  host 
church  and  pastor  is  as  follows: 

Tuesday,  November  13,  Lake 
Charles  District,  Rev.  Sam  Nader, 
district  superintendent,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Jennings,  Rev.  Robert 


Temperance  Board 
Leader  At 

Citizenship  Conference 

The  scheduled  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  special  session,  Tuesday,  No¬ 
vember  29,  will  have  as  one  of  the 
Seminar  leaders  a  staff  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Temperance, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Roger  Burgess  is 
the  Associate  Secretary  and  editor 
of  publication  of  the  Temperance 
Board. 

Mr.  Burgess  will  lead  the  Seminar 
on  Temperance  at  the  “Convocation 
on  Stewardship”  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria. 


ROGER  BURGESS 


B.  Crichlow,  pastor. 

Wednesday,  November  14,  Lafay¬ 
ette  District,  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton, 
district  superintendent,  Louisiana 
Memorial  Church,  Opelousas,  Rev. 
R.  E.  Walton,  pastorr- 

Thursday,  November  15,  Alexan¬ 
dria  District,  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsen, 
Jr.,  district  superintendent,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  Dr. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  pastor. 

Friday,  November  16.  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  district 
superintendent,  Memorial  Methodist, 
'Monroe,  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Monday,  November  19,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District,  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris, 
district  superintendent,  Parker  Me- 
njorial,  New  Orleans,  Rev.  E.  J. 
Barksdale,  pastor. 

Tuesday,  November  20,  Baton 
Rouge  District,  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Harris,  district  superintendent,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  pastor. 

Monday,  November  26,  Ruston 
pistrict,  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  district 
superintendent,  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harp¬ 
er,  pastor. 

Tuesday,  November  27,  Shreve¬ 
port  District,  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Logansport,  Rev.  James  B. 
Grambling,  pastor. 


Logansport  Educational 
Building  Dedicated 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  delivered 
the  dedicatory  sermon  and  led  the 
service  of  dedication  of  the  new 
educational  building  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Logansport,  Sun¬ 
day,  October  28. 

Bishop  Martin  was  assisted  in  the 
service  by  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreve¬ 
port,  district  superintendent  and 
Rev.  James  B.  Grambling,  Logans¬ 
port  pastor. 

Following  the  service  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Martin,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Grambling  were 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Children’s  And 
Retired  Ministers’ 
Home  Buildings 
Dedicated 

Dedication  services  were  held  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  in  the  Chapel 
of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Ruston,  for  three  (3)  new  buildings 
on  the  children’s  home  campus  as 
well  as  the  first  duplex  of  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers’  Home  Program. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  led  in  the 
deaication'service  and  delivered  the 
dedicatory  message  as  a  part  of  the 
dedication  seivice.  \ 

Floyd  B.  James,  Ruston,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  present¬ 
ed  Webb  Hall,  Shelley  Cottage,  El¬ 
len  McGill  Sullivan  Cottage  to 
Bishop  Martin  for  dedication. 

The  Retired  Ministers’  Home,  a 
duplex  built  on  property  of  the 
Children’s  Home,  provided  by  that 
institution  for  this  purpose  was  pre¬ 
sented  for  dedication  by  Rev,  James 
B.  Grambling  Logansport,  chairman 
of  the  Retired  Ministers’  Home 
Board. 

Dr.  C.  B.  White,  children’s  home 
superintendent,  Dr.  R.  W.  Vaughan, 
-superintendent  emeritus,  and  Dr. 
Guy  M.  Hicks,  Ruston  district  super¬ 
intendent,  participated  in  the  service 
of  dedication  with  Bishop  Martin. 

Olin  E.  Oeschger,' Chicago,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Hospital  and  Homes 
was  present  for  the  service  and 
brought  greetings  from  the  general 
board  to  the  institutions. 

Special  music  for  the  service  was 
provided  by  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  Choir. 

Webb  Hall  was  dedicated  to  the 
memory  to  the  late  Dr.  R.  D.  Webb, 
Minden,  a  member  of  the  Children’s 
Home  Board  for  many  years.  This 
building  houses  the  intermediate 
girls  as  well  as  providing  quarters 
and  office  space  on  the  main  floor 
for  several  members  of  the  home 
,  staff.  Miss  Ann  Fox,  formerly  edu¬ 
cational  director  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  was  added 
to  the  children’s  home  staff  Novem¬ 
ber  1  as  a  full  time  case  worker. 
Miss  Fox’s  office  is  in  Webb  Hall. 

The  Shelley  Cottage  was  made 
possible  by  the  late  R.  D.  Shelley. 
Natchez,  Mississippi.  This  cottage 
houses  the  baby  girls  at  the  home. 

The  Ellen  McGill  Sullivan  Cottage 
was  made  possible  by  W.  A.  Sulli¬ 
van,  New  Orleans,  as  a  memoiial  to 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Ellen  McGill  Sulli¬ 
van.  This  cottage  is  for  junior  girls. 

The  Retired  Methodist  Home  du¬ 
plex  was  made  possible  through  the 
gifts  of  Methodists  and  Methodist 
churches  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  is  the  first  such  home  to 
be  built  in  a  program  which  en¬ 
visions  several  such  duplexes  for 
retiied  ministers  in  all  sections  of 
the  state. 


V 


Integration 


Support  Growing  Throughout  Church  For  Alaska  College 


These  five  Alaskans  look  at  a  report  sheet  which  shows  that  cash  paid  on  pledges 
by  Anchorage  residents  for  the  Alaska  Methodist  College  has  topped  $200,000.  A  payment 
of  $25  by  W.  A.  Besser  (right)  October  10  put  payments  beyond  the  $200,000  mark. 
Anchorage  residents  pledged  $715,000  for  the  college  in  March,  1955,  and  have  been 
paying  on  pledges  since  that  time.  With  Mr.  Besser  are  his  daughter  Roxie,  7,  who 
says  she  would  like  to  attend  the  Alaska  College  some  day,  and  (left  to  right)  Ross 
Kinnamon,  treasurer  of  the  Anchorage  committee  of  the  college;  Victor  Fischer,  chair, 
man  of  the  construction  and  development  committee,  and  Russ  Lamoreaux,  chairman 
of  the  finance  committee.  (Ward  W.  Wells  Photo) 


Holds  Younger  Churches  Strongest  In  Liquor  Stand 


Problems  Studied  At 
Kansas  City  Meet 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (MI) — More  than 
200  Methodists  grappled  with  some 
of  the  knotty  problems  of  integra¬ 
tion  at  an  interracial  conference 
here  in  Grand  Avenue  Church  Oct. 
23-24.  '  N 

One  of  a  series  of  such  meetings 
sponsored  by  the  church’s  general 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations  in  cooperation  with  the  bish¬ 
ops  of  a  given  region,  the  Kansas 
City  conference  brought  together,  in 
nearly  equal  numbers,  Negro  and 
white  leaders  from  Missouri,  Kan¬ 
sas  and  Nebraska. 

Beyond  the  obvious  fellowship 
value  in  such  a  conference,  dele¬ 
gates  explored  specific  problems  in 
race  relations  and  integration.  They 
concentrated  on  near-at-hand  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  principles  they  dis¬ 
cussed.  The  seven  workshop  groups 
held  their  discussions  in  the  nearby 
Methodist  Publishing  House  build¬ 
ing. 

Among  the  problems  faced  m 
these  workshops  were:  next  steps 
in  integration  of  Central  West  Con¬ 
ference  (Negro)  and  other  annual 
conferences;  Methodist  strategy  in 
the  city;  problems  of  housing,  edu¬ 
cation  and  employment;  and  how  to 
prepare  people  for  change. 

The  workshops  came  up  with  no 
quick-and-easy  solutions,  but  did 
outline  some  positive  suggestions  for 
furthering  interracial  understanding 
in  the  region  being  studied.  Typical 
of  many  practical  recommendations 
were  these: 

_ That  in  communities  of  changing 

racial  constituency,  the  pastor 
should  hold  before  his  church  and 
community  the  Christian  values 
that  are  to  guide  any  action  which 
the  church  should  take. 

_ The  church  should  minister  to  the 

neighborhood  rather  than  a  par¬ 
ticular  group. 

_ All  Methodist  churches  should 

have  an  “open  door”  policy  and 
carry  forward  a  positive  program 
of  evangelism,  witnessing  to  the 


inclusive  nature  of  the  gospel  di¬ 
rected  to  all  men. 

— During  the  year  other  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  interracial  fellowship 
should  be  provided  for  both  pas¬ 
tors  and  laymen  to  discuss  mutual 
problems. 

— A  regional  inter-board  council  of 
social  and  economic  relations 
should  be  set  up  by  the  bishops 
to  implement  actions  of  this  con¬ 
ference. 

— Scholarship  requirements  in  col¬ 
leges  should  be  examined  with  a 
view  to  making  scholarships  a- 
vailable  to  qualified  Indian  or 
Mexican,  as  well  as  Negro  and 
white,  students. 

To  insure  against  talking  in  gen¬ 
eralities,  sponsors  of  the  conference 
had  engaged  Dr.  E.  Jackson  Bauer, 
assistant  professor  of  sociology  at 


Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (MI)— The 
relatively  young  Protestant  denom¬ 
inations  are  the  leaders  among 
Christian  groups  in  the  fight  against 
alcoholic  beverages,  a  Methodist  of¬ 
ficial  said  here  Tuesday  night,  Oc¬ 
tober  30. 

“One  cannot  escape  the  fact  that 
denominations  whose  philosophies 
have  been  formulated  within  the 
last  three  or  four  hundred  years 
are  unanimously  of  the  conviction 
that  total  abstinence  is  the  wiser  and 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


the  Univeristy  of  Kansas,  to  make 
studies-  of  population  movements  in 
the  region,  locations  of  Methodist 
churches  serving  the  respective 
races,  and  matters  of  housing,  social 
welfare,  recreation,  etc.  Upon  these 
factual  studies  and  research,  the 
workshops  built  their  discussions. 


More  than  700  Korean  women  were  baptized  at  the 
close  of  a  recent  evangelistic  meeting  conducted  by  Dr. 
Harry  Denman,  general  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Evangelism,  Nashville.  He  is  shown  with  D'h  Jjele" 
Kim,  who  interpreted  for  him.  She  is  president  of  Ewha 
University  in  Seoul. 


Evangelism  Board  Leader  Holds  Korean 

Revival 

Word  has  been  received  that  more  than  700  women  were 
baptized  on  the  closing  day  of  a  recent  evangelistic  meeting 
conducted  in  Korea  by  Dr.  Harry  Denman,  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism,  Nashville. 

The  evangelistic  mission  was  at  Ewha  University  in  Seoul 
October  10-20.  Largest  women’s  university  in  the  Far  East,  it 
is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Methodist  Womans  Division  of 
Christian  Service.  The  student  body  numbers  about  4,000,  and 
that  number  attended  the  services  each  morning. 

The  university  president,  Dr.  Helen  Kim,  interpreted"  as  Dr. 
Denman  delivered  the  evangelistic  messages.  However,  more 
than  half  the  students  understand  English,  and  Dr.  Denman  had 
interviews  with  many  of  them.  The  approximately  200  faculty 
members  also  interviewed  students  in  connection  with  the  evan¬ 
gelistic  mission. 

Before  returning  to  this  country  on  November  25,  Dr.  Den¬ 
man  will  tour  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  then  is  scheduled 
to  spend  ten  days  in  Russia.  He  is  being  accompanied  on  the 
tour  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  Nashville,  editor-  of  The 
Upper  Room,  international  devotional  guide  published  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism. 

A  great  believer  in  personal  evangelism,  Dr.  Denman,  in  his 
travels,  talks  about,  Christ  to  bell-boys,  porters,  waitresses,  cab 
drivers  and  others  in  various  walks  of  life.  If  he  has  an  hour 
or  more  between  trains  or  planes,  he  often  selects  a  street  at 
random  and  makes  a  door-to-door  canvass  in  the  interest  of 
the  Christian  cause. 

Dr.  Denman  is  said  to  have  spoken  in  more  churches  across 
the  country  than  any  other  Methodist  official.  A  layman  and  a 
bachelor,  he  is  a  native  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 


Page  Two 


~  First  Report  On 
5  Year  Campaign 
Encouraging 

New  York  (BM)  —  Widespread 
support  of  the  Alaska  College  — 
verbal,  moral  and  monetary  —  ap¬ 
pears  evident  from  a  nation-wide 
survey  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
August  and  September  by  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  National  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

The  results  of  the  survey,  added 
to  the  most  recent  over-all  financial 
reports,  add  up  to  an  optimistic  pic¬ 
ture  for  the  proposed  liberal  arts 
school  to  be  established  in  Anchor¬ 
age,  in  the  opinion  of  the  two  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  men  most  closely  related 
to  it,  the  Rev.  Drs.  P.  G0rdon  Gould 
and  H.  L.  Johns,  both  of  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Dr.  Johns,  director  of  financial 
promotion,  said  that  as  of  August 
31,  a  total  o’f  6,022  Methodist  church¬ 
es  across  the  United  States  had  re¬ 
sponded  financially  to  the  college 
appeal.  That  is  an  increase  of  more 
than  2,500  above  the  number  that 
had  responded  by  last  March.  Of  the 
total,  2,857  churches  have  accepted 
definite  financial  commitments  (Ad¬ 
vance  Specials)  and  3,165  other 
churches  have  sent  at  least  one  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Division’s  offices  in 
Philadelphia. 

The  actual  cash  on  hand  for  the 
college  is  approaching  the  one-mil- 
lion-dollar  mark,  Dr.  Johns  said.  As 
of  August  31,  he  added,  $702,000  was 
on  deposit. 

“When  one  thinks  that  the  original 
goal  of  the  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions  for  the  college  was  two  million 
dollars,”  Dr.  Johns  said,  “the  $700,- 
000  begins  to  take  on  real  signifi¬ 
cance.  It  amounts  to  almost  one-half 
the  goal  that  was  set  before  work 
could  be  started  on  the  college. 

“When  you  add  to  the  actual  cash 
two  other  amounts,  about  one  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  in  unpaid  pledges  in 
Alaska  and  the  States  and  almost 
one  and  one-half  million  dollars  in 
goals  accepted  by  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  you  reach  the  figure  of  more 
than  three  million  dollars.  That 
total  certainly  is  approaching  the 
five  and  one-half  million  estimated 
to  be  needed  to  build  a  first-rate 
college  to  serve  Alaska.” 

In  the  Stateside  survey,  the  Divi¬ 
sion,  contacted  bishops,  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  ministers,  laymen, 
church  boards,  annual  conferences 
and  missionary  agencies.  In  most 
cases,  they  were  persons  or  groups 
who  had  made  a  contribution  to  the 
college  or  had  indicated  an  active 
interest  in  the  college. 

Giving  by  Districts 

One  hundred  seventy-nine  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  Methodist  Church  have 
pledged  or  given  $1,000  or  more  to 
the  Alaska  Methodist  College  to  be 
established  in  Anchorage,  according 
-  to  a  survey  completed  August  31 
by  the  Division  of  National  Missions. 
Of  that  number,  two  have  pledged 
$20,000  or  more,  11  have  pledged 
from  $10,000  to  $20,000  and  24  from 
$5,000  to  $10,000. 

Arkansas-Louisiana  Districts  giv¬ 
ing  or  pledging  $5,000  0£  more  in¬ 
clude:  Shreveport,  La.,  $19,165; 
Alexandria,  La.,  $15,625;  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  $13,580;  New  Orleans, 
La.,  $12,625;  Lake  Charles,  La.,  $1°-' 
100;  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  $9,587;  La¬ 
fayette,  La.,  $7,045;  Little  Roc  > 
Ark.,  $6,625;  Monroe,  La.,  $5, loo 
Paragould,  Ark.,  $5,000. 
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Reports  Methodists  Need  Missionary 

Recruits 

Cincinnati,  O.  (RNS)— The  Methodist  Church  is  not  getting  enough 
•  ionary  recruits,  the  denomination’s  Interboard  Committee  on  Mission- 
'^Education  was  told  at  its  annual  meeting  here. 

ry  Ruth  Lawrence,  New  York,  executive  secretary  for  Europe  and  Africa 
the  Methodist  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Service,  said  this  is  “our 
1  st  critical  problem  in  missions.” 

°  The  committee  elected  Bishop  Bachman  G.  Hodge  of  Birmingham,  Ala., 

„  chairman.  _  _ 

Two  projected  tours  for  Metho-  -  ~ 

jst  young  adults  were  announced 
1958.  One  will  be  to  Puerto  Rico 


the  early  summer  and  the  other 
0  Japan  by  way  of  Alaska  and 
lawaii,  in  August.  Purpose  of  the 
ours  is  to  help  young  adults  gain 
irst-hand  knowledge  of  the 
hurch’s  life  and  work  abroad. 
Mission-study  units  were  planned 
or  the  1958-60  period.  Among  the 
;tudy  areas  will  be  Mexico,  Africa, 
Jaska  and  the  Near  East.  Japan 
"nd  “Christian  Race  Relations”  are 
ieing  studied  during  1957-58. 

The  interboard  committee  is 
■barged  with  developing  a  unified 
irogram  of  missionary  education 
'or  the  denomination. 


CHURCH  PRESS  , 
GROWS  IN'  WEST 
GERMANY 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  There  are  492 
church  publications  with  a  total 
Circulation  of  16,906,402  in  West 
Germany,  according  to  the  latest 
bress  directory  published  here.  Re¬ 
ligious  periodicals  constitute  the 
Second  largest  group  of  publications 
West  Germany.  They  are  sur¬ 
passed  in  number  only  by  indus- 
rial  and  trade  papers. 

The  church  press  includes  254 
Roman  Catholic  papers  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  10,454,599  and  310  Prot¬ 
estant  publications  with  a  circula¬ 
tion  of  4,700,530. 

Since  1953  the  total  circulation 
[if  Catholic  papers  rose  28  per  cent, 
nd  Protestant  publications  in- 
leased  17.9  per  cent. 

Highest  circulation  total  register- 
fed  by  religious  publications  in  all 
ft  pre-Nazi  Germany  was  10,300,000 
1929. 


PRESBYTERIANS  NEED 
45  PER  CENT  MORE 
1INISTERIAL  CANDIDATES 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Robert  Worth  Frank,  president  of 
VcCormick  Theological  Seminary, 
Phicago,  said  here  there  was  a 
peed  for  45  per  cent  more  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry 
the  next  decade.  He  also  called 
f0r  a  600  per  cent  increase  in  the 
feumber  of  Presbyterian  Christian 
fducation  directors. 

Dr.  Frank  addressed  the  134th 
iwiual  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian 
Pynod  of  New  Jersey.  He  said  that 
Forts  should  be  directed  at  get- 
rnS  “top  level  men  from  our  col¬ 
leges.” 

The  greatest  number  of  semina¬ 
rs  today,  he  said,  are  drawn 
R°m  the  “middle  and  lower  aca- 
femie  gracje  brackets.” 

Hr.  Frank  also  stressed  the  need 
for  a  “fundamental  rethinking  of 
“e  curriculum  of  theological  edu- 
hon.”  At  present,  he  said,  it  was 
Bering  from  a  “patching  togeth- 
I.  of  theological  subjects  and  prac- 
ones.  Among  the  latter  he 
pted  speech,  broadcasting,  coun¬ 
ts  and  field  work. 
xhe  seminary  president’s  report 
s  based  on  a  survey  made  by  the 


Court  Declines  C.O. 
Appeal  Against 
'Supreme  Being'  Clause 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
United  States  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
clined  to  consider  an  appeal  chal¬ 
lenging  the  right  of  Congress  to  re¬ 
quire  specific  religious  belief  in  a 
Supreme  Being  as  a  condition  for 
classification  as  a  conscientious  ob¬ 
jector. 

Arthur  P.  Clark,  a  member  of 
First  Unitarian  Church  of  Los  An¬ 
geles,  sought  a  review  of  the  four- 
year  prison  sentence  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  Dec.  14,  1954,  for  refusing 
to  report  for  induction  into  the 
Armed  Forces. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  opposed  parti¬ 
cipation  in  war  by  virtue  of  his 
religious  training  and  belief  but 
denied  this  implied  belief  in  a  Su¬ 
preme  Being  as  set  forth  in  the 
Selective  Service  Act. 

He  contended  that  by  thus'  nar¬ 
rowly  defining  the  qualifications  of 
an  objector  the  §ct  discriminates 
against  other  religious  beliefs  in  a 
manner  that  contravenes  the  con¬ 
stitution. 

Selective  Service  refused  to  pro¬ 
cess  his  application  for  conscienti¬ 
ous  objector  status  or  to  permit  him 
any  of  the  appeal  procedures  pro¬ 
vided  for  religious  objectors.  It 
maintained  he  was  not  entitled  to 
be  considered  a  C.O.  Mr.  Clark 
challenged  this  administrative  ac¬ 
tion  as  arbitrary  but  his  contention 
was  rejected  by  both  the  circuit 
and  federal  courts  of  appeal. 

This  is  the  third  time  during  the 
past  year  that  the  Supreme  Court 
has  upheld  the  draft  law  require¬ 
ment  that  a  religious  objector  must 
believe  in  a  Supreme  Being. 


Parking  Problems 
Stressed  At  Church 
Building  Conference 

Chicago  (RNS)  — “Churches  must 
catch  up  with  the  idea  that  this  is 
the  Automobile  Age,”  an  expert  on 
religious  architecture  said  here. 

“The  ground  under  cars  today  is 
as  important  as  the  ground  under 
the  church,”  said  Dr.  C.  Harry  At¬ 
kinson  of  New  York. 

He  addressed  200  persons  at  the 
first  conference  on  church  building 
co-sponsored  here  by  the  Church 
Federation  of  Greater  Chicago  and 
the  National  Council  of  churches. 

Dr.  Atkinson  resigned  recently  as 
executive  director  of  the  NCC’s  bu¬ 
reau  of  church  building  to  become 
editor  of  the  quarterly  magazine, 
Protestant  Church  Administration 
and  Equipment. 

Medium-sized  churches  should 
have  a  site  of  at  least  five  to  seven 
acres  to  provide  adequate  off-street 
parking  space,  he  urged. 

A  good  formula  to  use  is  one 
parking  space  for  every  four  per¬ 
sons  seated  in  the  chinch’s  nave, 
Dr.  Atkinson  recommended. 

“Churches  simply  cannot  expect 
young  couples  with  three  or  four 
children — as  most  of  them  seem  to 
have  today — to  park  four  blocks 
away  in  inclement  weather,”  he 
said. 


Moscow  Complains 
Youth  Turning  To 
Church 

London  (RNS)  —  A  Moscow 
Radio  broadcast  complained  that 
a  lack  of  cultural  opportunities 
throughout  the  Soviet  Union  is 
causing  young  people  to  “turn  to 
the  Church  for  consolation.” 

It  said  that  those  who  are  not 
turning  to  religion  are  being 
lured  to  drink  or  crime. 

The  broadcast  quoted  an  arti¬ 
cle  in  Pravda,  official  Commu¬ 
nist  Party  newspaper  published 
in  Moscow,  which  blamed  Kom¬ 
somol,  the  Communist  youth  or¬ 
ganization,  and  other  groups  for 
the  situation. 

These  organizations,  the  paper 
declared,  have  neglected  cultur¬ 
al  work  among  Soviet  youth  and 
as  a  result  large  numbers  are 
turning  to  religion  or  vodka. 

Others,  it  added,  are  being 
lured  to  “hooliganism  and 
crime.” 

The  Moscow  Radio  said  Prav¬ 
da  cited  as  an  example  condi¬ 
tions  in  Kirov,  a  trade  and  man¬ 
ufacturing  center  in  the  Ural  re¬ 
gion,  where  “the  influence  of 
local  churchmen  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  strong”  because  of 
the  failure  to  provide  young  peo¬ 
ple  with  cultural  outlets. 


Budapest  Catholics  Make  Demand 
For  Religious  Freedom 


Vienna  (RNS)  —  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  participants  in  the  anti-Russian 
rioting  in  Budapest  made  a  dramat¬ 
ic  demand  for  the  restoration  of 
religious  freedom  in  Hungary  by 
tearing  down  a  massive  statue  of 
Stalin  erected  in  the  Hungarian 
capital  five  years  ago. 

The  statue  had  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  small  church  of  Mary,  Queen 
of  Heaven,  which  Communist  au¬ 
thorities  razed  to  make  room  for 
the  monument  to  the  Soviet  dicta¬ 
tor. 

As  Soviet  forces  equipped  with 
tanks  and  jet  planes  were  busy 
quelling  riots  in  Budapest  and 
other  centers,  the  Catholic  insurg¬ 
ents  burned  through  the  base  of 


Urge  Methodists  Have  Own  Convention  Center 


Cincinnati,  O.  (RNS) — The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  urged  here  to 
study  the  advisability  of  having  its 
own  “convention  center”  for  religi¬ 
ous  meetings. 

The  denomination’s  Interboard 
Committee  on  Christian  Vocations 
voted  at  its  annual  meeting  to  re¬ 
quest  the  Church’s  Council  of  Sec¬ 
retaries  and  Council  of  Bishops  to 
explore  the  possibility  of  securing 
such  a  center. 

The  motion  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Harold  W.  Ewing  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  "national  director  of  youth 
work  for  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Education. 

“What  we  need  is  a  suburban- 
type  hotel  in  a  campus  atmos¬ 
phere,”  Mr.  Ewing  said.  “The  center 
should  have  an  auditorium  large 
enough  to  accommodate  our  big- 


Presbyterian  Council  on  Theologi¬ 
cal  Education  which  met  at  Buck 
Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  concurrently  with 
the  New  Jersey  Synod  sessions. 


gest  meetings,  including  the  Gen- 
ex-al  Conference.” 

A  similar  motion  for  a  “conven¬ 
tion  center”  was  made  and  then 
tabled  at  the  annual  meeting  here 
of  the  Methodist  Interboard  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Missionary  Education. 


the  statue  with  blow  torches  and 
sent  it  toppling  to  the  ground. 

Raising  shouts  of  joy,  the  demon¬ 
strators  immediately  proceeded  to 
demolish  the  statue  with  axes, 
hacksaws  and  knives,  each  one 
pocketing  a  piece  of  it  as  a  souve¬ 
nir.  The  process  occupied  over 
three  hours. 

Meanwhile  the  Catholics  kept 
chanting:  “We  want  back  our 
church.” 

The  church  in  question  was  one 
of  several  buildings,  including  an¬ 
other  small  church,  which  had  been 
demolished  to  make  room  for  the 
Stalin  statue  and  provide  a  suit¬ 
able  background  for  it.  Many  wor¬ 
shippers  were  arrested  when  they 
refused  to  leave  the  churches  after 
the  last  Masses  had  been  said  there 
prior  to  their  destruction. 

It  was  reported  that  an  earlier 
unsuccessful  attempt  had*  been 
made  to  demolish  the  statue  with 
the  aid  of  winches  and  chains. 


FIRST  WOMAN 
PRESBYTERIAN  MINISTER 
ORDAINED 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  (RNS)  —  Miss 
Margaret  E.  Towner,  31,  of  Allen¬ 
town,  Pa.,  was  ordained  as  the  first 
woman  minister  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  in  the  USA  at  a  histor¬ 
ic  ceremony  here. 

She  accepted  her  ordination  vows 
from  the  Rev.  Richard  W.  Firth, 
vice-moderator  of  the  Cayuga-Sy- 
racuse  Presbytery.  The  call  to 
worship  and  invocation  were  given 
by  Dr.  William  H.  McConaghy,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
where  the  ceremony  took  place. 

As  her  first  official  act,  Miss 
Towner  delivered  the  Benediction 
concluding  the  rite. 


SAYS  SCROLLS  PROVE 
AUTHENTICITY  OF 
GOSPELS 

Newark,  N.  J.  (RNS)  —  The  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls  prove  in  a  “striking 
way”  the  authenticity  of  the  Gos¬ 
pels,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Oesterreich- 
er  said  here.  He  is  director  of  Seton 
Hall  University’s  Institute  of  Judeo 
Christian  Studies  and  editor  of  its 
year  book,  The  Bridge. 

Addressing  the  annual  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  institute  he  said  the 
Qumran  scrolls  offer  historical  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  intimate  tie  between 
ancient  Israel  and  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

Father  Oesterreicher  formally 
presented  to  Archbishop  Thomas  A. 
Boland  of  Newark  the  second  vol¬ 
ume  of  The  Bridge,  dedicated  to 
promoting  mutual  understanding 
between  Christians  and  Jews. 
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Editorials: 


Retired  eWCinisters’  ^Worries  <£h donth 

VISITORS  from  over  Louisiana  at  the  dedication  services  of 
the  three  Children’s  Home  new  buildings  and  the  first  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers’  Home  duplex  had  the  opportunity,  which 
others  of  us  have  had  previously,  to  see  what  gifts  to  institutions 
can  make  possible.  Methodism  can  point  with  pride  to  each  of 
these  four  buildings  and  be  grateful  that  there  have  been  people 
and  churches  with  vision  and  gifts  that  have  made  the  buildings 
and,  consequently,  increased  services  possible. 

Of  especial  interest  this  month  is  the  retired  ministers’  home 
duplex  which  has  been  erected  on  a  plot  of  ground  made  available 
for  this  program  by  the  Children’s  Home  directors.  Completed  late 
last  spring  the  duplex  has  since  become  “home”  for  two  retired 
Methodist  ministers  and  wives,  and  their  testimonies  give  every 
evidence  of  the  worthwhileness  of  the  program. 

Retired  Ministers’  Homes  program  leaders  envision  a  number 
of  these  homes  throughout  the  state;  the  conference  has  made  this 
project  a  part  of  its  conference  program,  asking  e,ach  church  to 
make  a  contribution  during  the  month  of  November  to  help  erect 
these  duplexes.  The  next  building  is  scheduled  for  late  spring  and 
will  be  erected  in  Shreveport  when  funds  become  available.  Local 
church  members  should  be  given  the  opportunity  to  contribute 
to  this  project. 

tyor  Such  Cfo ime  <SAs  ^ his 

THE  United  Nations  organization  isv  unquestionably  facing  its 
greatest  opportunity  during  the  present  international  crisis, 
and  doing  so  in  a  splendid  way.  Indeed,  the  current  series 
of  crises  should  convince  even  the  most  skeptical  of  the  need  for 
such  a  world  organization  to  deal  with  matters  of  such  magnitude. 

There  is  a  constructive  and  creative  side  to  the  UN  program 
that  seeks  to  make  available  to  the  world’s  undeveloped  areas 
needed  technical  and  economic  aid.  This  aspect  of  the  UN  program 
also  renders  humanitarian  services  which  have  brought  needed 
relief  in  needy  areas.  It  is,  however,  the  other  side  of  the  UN  pro¬ 
gram  where  attention  is  now  being  focused,  that  part  which  is 
concerned  with  immediate  difficulties  that  threaten  the  peace  of 
the  world. 

One  might  wonder,  for  example,  what  the  present  state  of 
affairs  would  be  if  the  Suez  matter  had  been  brought  to  the  UN  Se¬ 
curity  Council  and/or  the  General  Assembly  when  Egypt?s  Nasser 
first  seized  the  canal.  As  it  happened  the  matter  never  got  the  full 
attention  of  UN  facilities,  and  interested  parties  tried  to  settle  the 
problem  outside  the  framework  of  the  UN,  and  with  disasterious 
results. 

Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of  the  Hungarian  situation, 
Russia  got  itself  on  record  in  the  UN  as  intending  to  withdraw  its 
military  forces  from  Hungary,  and  if  it  fails  to  do  so,  it  has  con¬ 
demned  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  The  UN  continues  to  serve 
as  a  world  court  of  public  opinion  where  points  of  view  of  any 
nation  can  be  gotten  before  the  world  for  whatever  they  may  be 
worth. 

Because  France  and  Great  Britain  chose  not  to  heed  the  UN’s 
plea  does  not  necessarily  weaken  the  UN.  Time  and  history  will 
judge  finally  the  right  or  wrong  of  the  use  of  force  by  these  two 
counties  in  Egypt.  The  fact  that  people  from  all  over  the  world 
continue  to  look  to  the  UN  for  a  solution  and  UN  delegates  con¬ 
tinue  to  debate  the  matter  in  a  world  forum  is  ample  justification 
for  the  UN. 

One  can  only  speculate  what  would  be  the  status  of  interna¬ 
tional  matters  now  and  how  much  hope  would  there  be  for  solving 
the  present  crisis  if  there  were  no  UN. 

Sweden  Lifts  Liquor  Qurbs 

THE  people  of  Sweden  were  told,  just  as  Americans  were  told 
in  the  propaganda  for  the  repeal  of  the  18th  Amendment, 
that  curbs  on  the  sale  of  liquor  caused  people  to  drink 
simply  in  protest.  Sweden  was  told  that  the  way  to  reduce  the 
consumption  of  liquor  was  to  remove  the  ration  book  system  for 
the  sale  of  liquor  which  had  been  in  effect  for  forty  years. 


Deceived  by  this  kind  of  propaganda,  Sweden  removed  the 
ration  book  restrictions.  Official  figures  from  Sweden  reveal  that 
drunkenness,  nationwide,  increased  125%  within  a  year.  In  the 
larger  cities  the  increase  was  more  than  200%.  Reported  cases 
of  delirium  tremens  increased  1,000%  over  the  last  year  of  rationed  I 
liquor.  u 

Our  experience  in  America  is  of  the  same  nature  except  at  an  I 
increased  tempo.  The  first  year  after  the  repeal  of  the  18th  Amend, 
ment,  1934,  America  spent  $2,080,000,000  for  alcoholic  beverages' 
In  1954  we  spent  $9,830,000,000  for  alcoholic  drinks.  In  those  twenty 
years  the  population  of  the  United  States  increased  about  33% 
The  expenditures  for  liquor  during  that  period  increased  approx¬ 
imately  250%.  It  is  either  naive  foolishness,  or  wilful  deceit  to 
argue  that  we  decrease  the  use  of  liquor  by  increasing  the  oppor- 
tunities  to  buy  it. 

Yohe  ‘World  Situation  Worsens 

AS  we  write,  the  international  situation  appears  to  be  in  the 
■most  critical  condition  we  have  known  since  World  War  II. 
Russia,  while  publicly  announcing  the  withdrawal  of 
troops  from  Hungary  and  expressing  a  willingness  to  negotiate  for 
the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  other  satellite  nations  of  Eastern 
Europe,  has  instead  invaded  Hungary  in  strength  and  is  sup- 
pressing  the  revolution  there  with  an  overwhelming  force.  This 
Russia  is  able  to  do  with  her  vast  resources  of  men  and  armaments, 
especially  so  since  Hungary  has  been  desperately  weakened  by 
years  of  Russian  occupation. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  hypocrisy  of  their  “peace”  propaganda 
stands  naked  before  the  wotld  and  also  the  nature  of  the  new 
Russian  leaders  is  revealed  be  as  treacherous,  as  heartless,  and 
murderous  as  the  Stalin  they  so  piously  debunked.  This  rape  of 
Hungary  will  be  little  more  than  a  slow-down  of  the  break-up  of 
the  communist  block  and,  incidentally,  it  will  dig  a  little  deeper 
the  grave  in  which  communist  leaders  o'f  Russia  will  eventually 
be  buried. 

It  stultifies  all  powers  of  reason  and  contradicts  all  exper¬ 
iences  of  human  history  to  believe  that  the  small  clique  of  tyrants 
who  rule  Russia  can,  indefinitely,  keep  .in  subjection  the  multi¬ 
plied  millions  of  Russia  and  the  millions  in  the  captive  nations 
they  have  exploited  through  their  puppet  governments.  The  policy 
of  Russian  dictatorship  carries  in  its  own  system  the  seeds  of  its 
own  destruction  and  this  bloody  suppression  of  Hungary’s  desire 
for  freedom  only  fertilizes  the  soil  in  which  those  seeds  are  germi¬ 
nating. 

Israel’s  decision  to  invade  Egypt,  alarming  as  it  was,  is  almost 
of  minor  importance  as  compared  to  the  staggering  blow  to  in¬ 
ternational-  relations  which  has  resulted  from  the  decision  of 
Britain  and  France  to  invade  Egypt,  and  occupy  the  Suez  Canal. 
This  action  has  caused  an  uncomfortable  rift  in  the  good  relations 
that  has  existed  so  long  between  these  nations  and  the  United 
States.  Britain  and  France  must  have  differed  widely  from  the 
American  policy  on,  the  Suez  problem  or  they  would  never  have 
taken  this  action  over  the  protest  of  the  United  States.  Because  of 
this  action  our  close  relations  with  England  and  France  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  severe  shock. 

Events  are  now  moving  so  rapidly  that  each  new  day  seems 
to  present  a  new  set  of  factors  and  problems.  It  is  a  time  for  pa¬ 
tience,  balanced  judgment  and  sincere  prayers. 


Legion  Plans  Billboards  lo  Promote  Religion 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  The  Tennessee  American  Legion 
will  post  150  to  200  billboards  throughout  the  state  with  messages 
emphasizing  the  value  of  religion  in  life,  the  state  executive  com¬ 
mittee  announced. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Moss,  pastor  of  Woodbine  Methodist 
Church  here  and  a  World  War  II  army  chaplain,  was  named  chair¬ 
man  of  the  project. 

W.  A.  Todd  of  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  state  Legion  commander,  said 
the  Outdoor  Advertising  Association  has  agreed  to  furnish  the  bill¬ 
boards  if  the  Legion  supplies  the  signs. 

“We  jumped  at  the  chance,”  he  said,  “because  the  Legion  is 
dedicated  to  God  and  country.  We  don’t  know  yet  just  what  the; 
signs  will  look  like  or  say.  That’s  a  matter,  however,  we’ll  decide 
easily  and  soon.” 
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Folder  On  Adult  Convocation 
Soon  Available 

By  Ira  A.  Brumley 

The  folder  on  the  Adult  Convocation  to  be  held  for  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area,  First  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  January  4-6,  1957,  is 
being  printed  this  week  and  will  be  available  from  the  office  of  the  three 
Boards  of  Education:  Little  Rock  Conference,  1723  Broadway,  Little  Rock; 
Louisiana  Conference,  P.  O.  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  La.;  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  Hendrix  Station,  Conway,  Ark.  Write  your  Conference  Board 
of  Education  for  a  copy  of  the  folder  which  gives  information  about  the 
convocation  and  contains  a  copy  of  the  registration  form. 


It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  mak¬ 
ing  reservations  for  your  hotel  or 
motel.  A  listing  of  the  hotels  and 
motels  will  be  found  in  the  folder. 

It  is  only  about  two  months  until 
time  for  the  convocation.  This  is 
the  greatest  opportunity  that  has 
been  offered  the  adults  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  Many  of  our  adults  cannot  go 
away  for  a  leadership  school  for 
one  or  two  weeks  but  could  take 
advantage  of  this  weekend  for  such 
an  opportunity  of  training. 

The  convocation  will  open  on 
Friday  afternoon  and  close  by  noon 
on  Sunday. 

Coming  as  it  does  early  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  many  of  our  people  will  not 
be  under  pressure  of  work  as  they 
are  most  of  the  year. 

Each  church  should  begin  to 
make  plans  to  have  at  least  one, 
if  not  many,  adults  in  this  convoca¬ 
tion.  Provide  the  expense  of  your 
adult  class  teacher  to  the  convoca¬ 
tion  and  help' your  class  as 'well  as 
help  the  teacher. 


NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

Batesville  Area  Training  School 

The  Batesville  Area  second  series 
training  school  is  to  be  held  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Batesville, 
November  11-15,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  courses  offered:  The  Work  of 
the  Local  Church,  Dr.  Bond  Flem¬ 
ing.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Rev. 
Walter  A.  Hearn,  Finding  Your  Job 
(fer  youth  only),  Rev.  James  Cle¬ 
mons.  Personal  Christian  Living, 
Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley. 

The  school  will  begin  at  2:30 
P-M.,  November  11. 

New  Certifications 

James  M.  Meadows,  Jr.  of  Wid- 
ener  and  E.  J.  Holifield  of  Jonesbo¬ 
ro  have  been  certified  for  “Paul’s- 
Letters  to  Local  Churches”,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  twenty-four  persons 
oerlified  for  this  course. 

Since  our  last  report  in  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Methodist,  Robert  B.  How¬ 
erton  and  A.  C.  Brannon  have  been 
certified  for  the  courses  on  “Lesson 
Materials  in  Christian  Education” 
and  “Lesson  Materials  for  the 
Small  Church”  making  a  total  of 
twelve  persons  certified  for  these 
courses  since  the  Arkansas  Pastors’ 
School. 

James  T.  Clemons  has  been  cer¬ 
tified  for  the  course  on  “Finding 
Mour  Life’s  Work”.  Ira  A.  Brumley 
has  been  certified  for  “Personal 
Religious  Living”. 

Rally  Day  Offerings 

The  following  Church  School 
Lally  Day  offerings  have  been  re¬ 
ported  to  our  office  since  our  last 
reuort  to  the  Arkansas  Methodist: 
n„Waltreak,  $1.00;  Turner,  $5.00;  Gentry, 
»‘U.OO;  Mansfield,  $0.00;  Clarksville, 
UUu.CO;  Eooneville,  $50.00;  Farm  Hill, 


Area  Pastors’* 
School  Deans 
Attend  Meet 

Approximately  10,000  Methodist 
ministers  attended  pastors’  schools 
during  the  last  .year,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Richard 
Spann,  Nashville  director  of  in- 
service  training  for  the  Methodist 
Department  of  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion. 

Forty-six  of  the  “refresher 
schools”  are  held  annually '  in  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  episcopal 
areas  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
Mcst  of  them  have  eight  class  ses¬ 
sions  and  cover  three  or  more  sub¬ 
jects. 

How  to  make  the  pastors’  schools 
mors  effective  was  discussed  by  43v 
deans  of  the  schools  at  a  national 
work-hop  October  23-24  at  White 
Bluff.  Tsnn.  Among  those  attend¬ 
ing  was  Dr.  Roy  E.  Fawcett,  dean 
of  The  Arkansas  Pastors’  School, 
and  Rev.  Jolly  Harper,  Ruston, 
dean  rf  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Pastors’  School. 


METHODIST  CHURCH 
SEEKS  602 
MISSIONARIES 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 
needed  for  various  occupational  list¬ 
ings  in  home  fields  cannot  be  given, 
but  openings  include  teachers  for 
mission  schools,  case  and  group  so¬ 
cial  workers  for  community  centers, 
children’s  homes  and  homes  for  the 
youth  and  the  aged,  evangelistic- 
educational  workers  for  town  and 
country  churches,  nurses,  technolo¬ 
gists,  dietitians  and  other  medical 
workers,  housemothers  and  house- 
parents  for  youth  and  children’s 
homes  and  administrators,  superin¬ 
tendents,  secretaries  and  account¬ 
ants  for  homes,  hospitals,  schools 
and  other  institutions. 

Fields,  Terms,  Remuneration 
The  first  term  of  overseas  mis- 


$2.00;  Rogers,  $50.00;  Delfore,  $5.00;  Grif- 
fithville,  $5.00;  Dogwood,  $5.00;  Lake  City, 
$15.00;  Lake  View,  $15.00;  Denning,  $8.00; 
Sylvian  Hills,  $9.73;  Whitehall,  $5.00;  Mc- 
Crory,  $25.00. 

The  Reports  continue  to  show 
good  gains  over  last  year. 

Wynne  Area  Training  School 

A  four  unit  area  training  school 
has  been  planned  for  Wynne  and 
the  churches  of  that  section,  to  be 
held  November  18-29.  The  follow¬ 
ing  courses  are  to  be  offered:  The 
Work  of  the  Local  Church,  Finding 
Your  Life  Work,  Teaching  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  The  New  Testament  in 
the  Life  of  Today. 


Arkadelphia  Has 
Leadership  Training 
School 

The  First  Methcdist  Church  and 
the  St.  Andrews  Church,  Arkadel¬ 
phia,  cooperated  in  a  Leadership 
Training  School,  October  22-24. 
The  school  was  under  the  general 
sponsorship  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  Board  of  Education. 

Four  (4)  courses  were  offered 
during  the  school.  Sixtv-one  (61) 
leaders  from  the  two  (2)  churches 
were  enrolled,  including  thirty-one 
(31)  leaders  who  enrolled  in  a 
non-credit  course.  Seventeen  (17) 
credits  were  issued.  Courses  and 
instructors  included;  the  Adult 
Work  of  the  Church,  Rev.  J.  C. 
English,  Little  Rock;  Children 
Work,  Mrs.  John  Hefley,  Crossett 
(non-credit);  Teaching  Youth,  Miss 
Imogene  Dunlap,  Malvern;  and  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  Miss 
Polly  Lassiter,  Ai'kadelphia. 

Melville  Installs 
Church  School  Leaders 

Officers  and  teachers  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church, ,  Melville,  were 
installed  at  the  morning  worship 
service  Sunday,  October  7,  by  Rev. 
O.  L.  Golson,  Melville  pastor. 

Officers  for  the  1956-1957  year 
include  Mrs.  Ethel  Wyble,  church 
school  superintendent,  Mrs.  Flor¬ 
ence  Bailey,  adult  division  super¬ 
intendent,  Mrs.  Ruth  Hebert,  youth 
division  superintendent,  and  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Geeary,  children’s  division 
superintendent.  Mrs.  Wyble  will 
a’so  serve  as  director  of  the  adult 
home  department. 


sionary  service  is  four  or  five  years, 
depending  on  the  country,  and  suc¬ 
ceeding  terms  are  for  from  five  to 
seven  yeai's.  A  year’s  furlough  is 
provided  at  the  end  of  each  over¬ 
seas  term. 

For  both  home  and  overseas 
workers,  the  Board  provides  salary, 
housing,  medical  care,  pension  and, 
in  the  case  of  those  overseas,  travel 
to  and  from  the  field. 

Qualifications 

The  qualifications  for  both  home 
and  overseas  services  are  basically 
the  same  and  include: 

Age — 23  to  35  years  (except  in 
special  cases). 

Education — A  college  degree  with 
specialized  training  required  for 
such  fields  as  medicine,  college 
teaching  and  the  evangelistic  min¬ 
istry. 

Experience — At  least  one  year  of 
successful  experience  in  work  simi¬ 
lar  to  that  to  which  the  person  will 
be  assigned. 

Health — There  are  thorough  phy¬ 
sical  and  psychological  examina¬ 
tions. 

Religious  experience — The  Board 
says  “the  basic  essential  is  a  first 
hand  experience  in  what  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  and  does,  a  confidence  in 
the  importance  of  Christ  to  all  men 
and  a  desire  to  share  one’s  Christian 
faith  and  experience  in  all  phases 
of  living.” 

For  accepted  missionary  candi¬ 
dates,  the  Board  provides  a  period 


La.  Conference 
To  Have  DCE 
Seminar 

There  will  be  a  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Director’s  of  Christian 
Education  Seminar  on  Staff  Rela¬ 
tionships,  February  21-22,  1957,  at 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana.  The  Seminar 
leader  will  be  Dr.  Leon  Adkins, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Division 
of  Local  Church,  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education. 

This  seminar  is  for  all  Directors 
of  Christian  Education,  Educational 
Assistants,  Pastors  of  churches  em¬ 
ploying  directors,  Pastors  of 
churches  looking  for  Directors,  and 
any  other  staff  members  in  the 
local  church  (Associate  Pastors, 
Ministers  of  Music,  etc.) 

Persons  interested  in  this  semi¬ 
nar  may  contact  Don  Barnes, 
chairman  of  the  group,  at  the  first 
Methodist  Church.  P.  O.  Box  1349, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana, 
y 

Centenary  College 
Choir  Wins  Praise 

Shreveport  critics  were  high  in 
their  praise  of  the  annual  “Rhap¬ 
sody  in  View”  concert  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Choir,  presented  on 
two  successive  evenings  last  week 
at  Byrd  High  School  auditorium. 

Director  A.  C.  Voran  and  his  49 
young  singers  added  considerably 
to  the  laurels  already  garnered 
from  icact  performances  and  from 
the  summer  tour  of  the  Far  East. 

The  Shreveport  Lions  Club  again 
sponsored  the  concert,  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  will  be  used  to  finance  the 
Lions  sight  conservation  program 
a”d  to  purchase  needed  equipment 
for  the  choir. 

“With  knowing  showmanship 
and  staging  of  uncommonly  high 
order.”  wrote  Pericles  Alexander, 
critic,  for  THE  SHREVEPORT 
TIMES,  “plus  cne  of  the  college’s 
best  balanced  singing  ensembles  of 
recent  years,  the  Centenary  Choir 
lifted  its  traditional  ‘Rhapsody  in 
View’  concert  out  of  the  recital 
category  and  into  the  realm  of 
valid  show  business.” 

•  Larry  Ronson,  critic  for  THE 
SHREVEPORT  JOURNAL,  termed 
the  concert  “a  rhatuodic  offering” 
and  added  that  “each  yeaf  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  Chofr  seems  to  depart  fur¬ 
ther  from  the  rigidness  of  static 
choirs  and  tend  more  to  a  produc¬ 
tion  grorm  that  augments  the  vocal 
internretations  with  suitable  ac¬ 
tion.” 

“The  Centenary  College  Choir 
offers  more  than  just  good  choral 
music,”  Ronson  wrote.  “It  offers 
musical  entertainment  as  well, 
done  with  choral  proficiency  and  in 
excellent  taste.”  » 


of  specialized  study  in  missions  and 
related  subjects. 

Persons  interested  in  either  home 
or  foreign  missionary  service  may 
write  to  the  Office  of  the  Missionary 
Personnel,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  N.  Y.  The  office  has  de¬ 
tailed  breakdowns  of  all  types  of 
needs. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Bockmam 


WINNERS 

On  Tuesday  citizens  of  our  nation  again  exercised  the  right  of  choos¬ 
ing  their  chief  executive.  There  is  something  inspiring  in  the  sight  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  going  to  the  polls  in  orderly,  sober  fashion  to  cast  their 
votes.  How  different  from  ours  were  the  dictated  elections  in  Nazi  Germany 
when  the  opposition  press  was  silenced  and  minorities 
were  muzzled.  And  how  different  from  Stalinist  Rus¬ 
sia  where  there  was  only  one  party  to  vote  and  critics 
within  its  ranks  were  purged  with  blood. 

In  our  political  campaigns  some  things  are  done 
and  said  unworthy  of  a  great  republic.  But  in  a  few 
weeks  the  bitterness  will  have  passed  away,  men  will 
go  about  their  business  and  the  country  will  carry  on. 
Whatever  our  party  preferences,  we  ought  to  thank 
God  for  the  privilege  of  living  in  a  land  which  still 
believes  in  settling  its  political  issues  by  ballots  rather 
than  by  bullets. 

What  the  result  of  this  election  will  be,  we  do  not  presume  to  predict. 
But  looking  further  ahead,  we  make  bold  to  place  our  bets  on  certain 
winners.  In  doing  so,  we  are  guided  not  by  the  straw  votes  of  any  current 
polls,  but  by  the  wisdom  of  One  who  knew  life  more  realistically  than  any 
other  person  before  or  since  His  day.  That  Galilean  figure,  looking  into 
the  hearts  of  men  and  also  at  the  horizons  of  history,  made  this  predic¬ 
tion:  “Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.” 

Such  an  assertion  would  make  the  election  betters  of  our  day  smile 
in  derision.  To  say  that  the  meek  will  be  the  ultimate  rulers  of  America 
and  of  the  earth  seems  about  the  most  impractical  and  preposterous  state¬ 
ment  which  could  be  made.  So  absurd  appears  the  idea  of  meekness  as 
the  road  to  victory  that  a  magazine  some  years  ago,  in  a  spirit  of  irony, 
offered  a  framed  copy  of  this  third  Beatitude  to  any  meek  man  who  made 
good.  Yet  despite  all  the  betting  odds  against  the  meek,  the  Master  de¬ 
clared  that  they  would  be  the  world’s  ultimate  rulers. 


In  considering  this  claim,  let  us  try  to  be  clear  as  to  what  the  Master 
meant  by  the  word  “meek.”  So  many  misconceptions  cluster  about  the 
term.  To  some  people,  the  word  suggests  a  servile  manner,  the  outward 
manifestation  of  an  inferiority  complex. 

But  such  a  concept  does  not  fit  the  only  two  persons  mentioned  in 
the  Bible  as  being  meek.  One  of  these  was  Moses,  the  mighty  leader  who 
delivered  his  people  from  Egyptian  bondage.  Moses  was  a  man  of  strong 
passions,  but  he  took  himself  in  hand  by  putting  himself  in  God’s  hands. 

The  other  person  to  whom  the  Bible  applies  the  word  “meek”  was 
Jesus  himself.  And  no  other  character  has  ever  appeared  on  earth  with 
force  comparable  to  His. 

The  Hebrew  origin  of  the  word  “meek”  suggests,  “being  molded.”  The 
meek  are  the  God-molded,  the  divinely  tempered  persons.  Meekness  is 
not  lack  of  spirit,  or  weakness,  or  timidity.  It  is  power  under  such  con¬ 
trol  that  it  becomes  gentle. 

The  bull  in  the  china  shop  smashing  the  beautiful  objects  of  art  has 
strength— the  strength  of  a  bull.  The  bully  in  the  crowd  elbowing  his 
way  to  the  front  and  bowling  over  his  weaker  brethren  has  strength— the 
strength  of  a  bully.  But  the  God-molded  man  who  holds  his  strength  in 
restraint  and  his  temper  under  control — he  has  the  strength  of  true  meek¬ 
ness. 

And  strength  thus  controlled  is  the  kind  that  conquers.  Where  now 
are  the  blustering  bullies  like  Mussolini  and  Hitler  and  Stalin?  But  men 
like  Washington,  whose  hot  temper  was  brought  under  godly  control,  still 
live,  beloved  of  the  people. 

Secohd  thoughts  should  remind  us  that  it  takes  strength  in  order 
to  be  gentle.  In  Walter  Scott’s  “Ivanhoe,”  the  dwarf  who  attended  the 
Knight  at  the  tournament  tried  to  lift  the  bleeding  sufferer.  The  dwarf’s 
weakness  made  him  stumble  and  caused  the  Knight  intense  pain.  But 
when  the  giant  of  the  strong  arm  came,  he  lifted  the  wounded  Knight 
and  without  a  jar  bore  him  away  to  a  place  of  healing  and  recovery. 

The  world’s  condition  calls  for  the  greatest  strength  of  our  leaders 
and  our  nation.  But  let  us  remember  there  is  gentleness  in  gianthood, 
The  meek  have  it,  and  that  is  why  “they  shall  inherit  the  earth.” 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


“WHERE  IS  YOUR  FAITH” 


The  Galileans  were  a  hardy  lot.  Many  were 
fishermen,  well  acquainted  with  the  changing 
moods  of  the  little  sea  that  they  loved  so  well. 
There  were  times  when  the  winds  swept  down 
from  the  surrounding  mountains  and  whipped 
up  fierce  little  storms.  Small  boats,  carrying 
one  or  two  men,  were  in  trouble  when  this  hap¬ 
pened;  but  the  larger  boats  rode  out  the  squalls 
without  much  difficulty.  Thus  the  Sea  of  Gal¬ 
ilee  with  all  its  moods  was  a  part  of  the  life  of 
most  Galileans,  and  had  even  influenced  then- 
personalities  with  its  quick  changes  from  calm 
to  storm  and  back  to  calm. 


The  incident  we  read  about  in  Luke  8:22-25 
was  certainly  nothing  unusual  as  far  as  the  sea 
itself  was  concerned.  A  small  group  of  fisher- 
men  had  decided  to  cross  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  only  a  few  miles  away.  A  storm  blew 
up  suddenly  and  the  boat  was  whipped  by  the 
waves.  These  men  had  seen  this  happen  many 
times.  They  had  ridden  out  high  waves  more 
times  than  they  could  count.  They  were  sea¬ 
soned  boatmen  and  knew  the  way  to  reef  their 
sails,  lash  down  the  loose  “gear”,  and  take  turns 
at  the  rudder  until  the  storm  abated.  Every¬ 
thing  should  have  gone  well  with  no  mishap 
worse  than  a  few  skinned  shins  and  bruised 

shoulders.  ,  ,  ,  , 

But  this  time  the  men  seemed  to  have  lost 

their  nerve.  Jesus  was  asleep  in  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  because  of  his  very  great  fatigue.  Instead 
of  drawing  on  the  confidence  and  faith  that 
the  years  had  taught  them,  the  fishermen  ran 
crying  like  a  crowd  of  third-grade  schoolboys 
to  the  Master.  His  rest  did  not  mean  as  much 
to  them  as  their  hides.  They  cried  in  terror, 
“Master,  we’re  all  going  to  die.”  The  Master 
arose  and  quieted  the  storm.  The  sea  soon  be¬ 
came  calm  again.  But  Jesus  was  disappointed. 
“Where  is  your  faith?”  he  asked.  If  these  men 
were  no  more  able  to  meet  the  storms  of  the 
little  sea,  how  would  they  learn  to  bear  perse¬ 


cutions  and  tortures? 

Jesus  has  always  had  to  depend  on  human 
hands  to  carry  His  water  of  life  to  the  needy 
people  of  the  world.  But  unless  the  owners,  of 
the  hands  have  faith,  the  water  cannot  be  car- 
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DELINQUENCY  IN  JAPAN  .  .  .  AND 
AMERICA 

In  Japan,  where  traditionally  children  have 
been  for  centuries  obedient — if  not  subservient 
— to  their  parents  and  elders,  and  “rebellion” 
has  been  almost  unknown — there  is  a  mounting 
juvenile  delinquency  that  has  the  whole  nation 
gravely  disturbed.  And  a  look  at  the  “causes” 
of  a  situation  that  has  come  suddenly  in  Japan 
may  point  to  “causes”  (if  not  to  remedies)  of 
the  same  problem  in  America  .  .  . 

Those  who  keep  delinquency  and  crime 
statistics  in  Japan  report  that  crime  in  1956  is 
about  50%  greater  than  in  1955;  while  the  1955 
record'-was  the  highest  in  the  nation’s  history. 
They  add  that  almost  90%  of  reported  crimes 
were  committed  by  youth  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  20  years — a  few  years  younger  than 
offenders  in  America;  and  that  many  of  the 
“young  criminals”'  are  girls  and  women  in  their 
teens  and  early  twenties.  From  the  standpoint 
of  the  West,  there  has  also  been  notable  in¬ 
crease  in  immorality  even  where  no  “crime” 
has  been  tabulated. 

Japanese  sociologists — and  the  police  as 
well — point  out  that  this  whole  juvenile  prob¬ 
lem  began  and  multiplied  since  their  nation’s 
defeat  in  World  War  II.  Part  of  it,  they  say, 
especially  the  moral  situation  among  the  young 
women,  was  abetted  by  the  armies  of  occupa¬ 
tion — often  because  of  the  desperate  poverty 
of  the  girls  themselves  (and  their  families)  and 
the  comparative  “wealt h”  of  the  occupying 
troops. 

But  there  were  and  are  other  factors  as 
well.  The  very  swiftness  ^of  the  turning  of  an 


ried.  God  expects  us  to  have  faith  enough  to 
come  at  the  job  of  meeting  the  storms  as  they 
beat  upon  us.  Of  course  He  is  always  with  us, 
but  He  will  expect  us  to  do  some  of  the  storm- 
quieting  ourselves  instead  of  us  expecting  Him 
to  quiet  every  strong  wind  while  we  look  on  in 
lazy  wonder.  Serving  God  and  having  faith  in 
Him  will  always  be  a  two-way  street,  with 
God  and  us  both  doing  some  of  the  work. 


empire  into  a  democracy — or,  more  accurately, 
the  too-rapid  granting  of  “freedoms”  without 
accompanying  knowledge  of  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  freedom  and  license — led  many  to  throw 
off  all  those  “social  restraints”  which  keep  all 
societies  in  balance  and  check.  “Democracy 
came  too  fast,”  some  say.  Then  the  simultan¬ 
eous  confession  of  the  Emperor,  ancient  symbol 
of  religion  and  morality,  that  he  was  not  god 
but  mere  man,  cut  the  vefy  foundation  from 
under  all  Japanese  life;  or,  to  change  the  figure, 
it  removed  the  rudder  and  anchor  and  set  the 
ship  adrift.  They  became  a  people  without  a 
religious  faith,  without  a  point  of  moral  refer¬ 
ence.  __ 


With  the  new  “freedom,”  with  the  uproot¬ 
ing  of  all  religious  faith,  there  came  not  only 
frustration  to  a  defeated  people  but  the  disin 
tegration  of  ancient  social  institutions.  If  the 
Emperor  had  little  authority,  the  parent’s  au¬ 
thority  was  questioned  in  the  home.  Partly  be¬ 
cause  of  the  example  of  the  occupying  military, 
there  came  a  new  “freedom”  of  relations  be¬ 
tween  boys  and  girls.  Coeducation  came  into 
the  schools.  Women  had  a  new  “freedom”  in 
the  home  and  in  the  community:  many  girls 
had  left  the  home  for  wartime  industries.  There 
came  the  inevitable  conflict  then  of  “emanci 
pated  youth”  and  the  adult  generation  that 
had  known  “better  days  and  ways.”  And  deep 
in  all  this  conflict  was  youth’s  desire  to  live 
and  act  like  the  conquerors — and  that  meant 
the  acquisition  of  money  and  things.  How  to 
become  “western”?  That  was  to  be  gained  from 
the  sensational  movies,  the  sensational  and  even 
filthy  books — first  American,  and  then  the  even 


worse  Japanese  imitations  .  .  . 


Three  things  generally,  then,  have  contrib¬ 
uted  to  juvenile  delinquency  in  Japan:  the  j 
breakdown  of  any  religious  authority;  the  con¬ 
flict  of  ideals  and  the  lessening  authority  of 
home  and  parents;  the  money-producing,  sex- 
centered  books  and  films  that  excite  passion, 
teach  youth  wrong  ideas  and  ideals,  and  sen 
them  forth  to  imitate  “heroic”  criminals  ana 
gangsters. 

If  one  could  stand  to  one  side  and  look  a 
America,  would  he  not  see  that  (over  a  lon»e 
period  of  years  perhaps)  these  same  “contribu¬ 
tors  to  delinquency”  have  been  at  work  111 
America?  Before  we  can  cope  with  juvenile 
delinquency  in  America,  our  youth  must  be 
given  a  religious  foundation  for  living;  tbe 
home  must  become  the  family’s  satisfying  base 
of  operation  and  education;  and  “literature, 
comic  thrillers,  and  films  must  become  agents 
of  moral  teaching  and  not  of  filth  and  licentious¬ 


ness. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODlSt 


McGehee  Methodist  Men  Find 

Spiritual  Enrichment 


At  Weekly  Breakfast 


The  cooks  eat  first!  Here  the  kitchen  crew  for  October  18  enjoys  breakfast 
before  they  serve  the  other  laymen  at  the  early  morning  meeting. 


IF  a  stranger  in  McGehee,  Ark.,  happened  to 
pass  the  First  Methodist  Church  some 
Thursday  morning,  he  might  well  wonder 
at  the  sight  of  some  50  men  hurrying 
through  the  doors  of  the  educational  building. 

If  he  stopped  to  go  in,  he  would  receive 
a  warm  welcome  and  a  hearty  breakfast  from 
the  laymen  who  attend  the  early  morning  meet¬ 
ing  each  week  to  enjoy  fellowship,  inspiration 
and  a  meal  they  prepare  themselves  in  the 
church  kitchen. 

In  the  group  of  laymen  from  First  Metho¬ 
dist  and  nearby  churches,  the  stranger  would 
find  farmers,  railroad  men,  lawyers,  mechanics, 
merchants,  bankers,  and  representatives  from 
many  other  professions  attending  the  pre-dawn 
meeting  before  they  begin  their  day’s  work. 
Each  comes  to  the  breakfast  in  regular  work 
clothes  so  he  can  go  directly  from  the  session 
to  his  office  or  job. 

Idea  Outgrowth  of  Revival 

The  idea  of  an  early  morning  meeting  came 
following  a  revival  this  spring  when  breakfasts 
were  a  part  of  the  revival’s  planned  program. 

“We  found  the  men  enjoyed  getting  up 
early,  and  they  could  all  meet  before  work  and 
there  were  no  conflicts  with  other  meetings  or 
family  plans,”  Dave  Hogue,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Club,  explained. 

The  group  thought  about  the  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  about  20  at  the  evenings  meetings 
of  the  Men’s  Club.  Attendance  captains  were 
named;  phones  began  to  ring;  and  the  morning 
sessions  were  underway.  Now  50  or  60  attend 
regularly,  and  as  many  as  75  have  been  at  the 
breakfast,  always  scheduled  for  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing. 

“The  wives  encourage  it,  too,”  one  layman 
said,  “because  it’s  one  morning  a  week  they 
get  to  sleep  a  little  later  than  usual.” 

The  Cooks  and  Their  Menu 

N 

Tom  Johnson  is  chief  cook.  He,  Earl  Rhine, 
J.  T.  Henley,  Bill  Cantrell,  and  Ben  Cartwright 
form  the  regular  kitchen  crew.  The  other  men 
take  turns  and  each  cooks,  or  helps,  about  once 
every  two  months. 

On  Thursday,  October  18,  when  this  re¬ 
porter  attended  (the  first  woman  ever  to  gain 
admittance  to  the  breakfast  session  and  then 
only  a  press  camera  and  a  plea  for  a  story 
opened  the  door)  others  found  on  the  list  of 
cooks  were  Fred  Camp,  Lester  Banfield,  Hol¬ 
land  Ault,  and  Virgil  Biggs. 

The  menu  included  fruit  juice,  eggs,  bacon, 
grits,  buttered  rolls  and  toast,  jelly,  and  lots 
of  coffee.  When  asked  if  the  same  foods,  were 
served  weekly,  the  men  said  no,  but  this  list 
had  proved  the  most  successful  of  all  tried. 
The  men  pay  for  the  food  with  a  collection 
taken  at  the  breakfast,  so  that  the  only  portion 


of  the  whole  morning  taken  care  of  by  others 
is  the  dish  washing  which  is  left  for  the  church 
janitor. 

Usually  Handle  Own  Program 

Occasionally  a  minister  is  asked  to  speak 
at  the  meeting,  but  usually  the  laymen  deliver 
the  inspirational  message  themselves.  And  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Munzon  Mann,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church,  at  least  60  percent  of 
the  75  members  of  the  Men’s  Club  are  able 
lay  speakers. 

The  typical  October  18  meeting  scheduled  T. 
G.  Poss,  local  restaurant  owner,  as  speaker  on 
the  subject  “What  Prayer  Means  to  Me.” 

Expanded  Into  Lay  Preaching  Program 

The  flame  of  interest  of  these  men,  fanned 
consistently  by  the  early  morning  meetings, 
can  be  seen  throughout  the  whole  church,  the 
minister  said. 

A  list  of  lay  speakers  has  grown  to  include: 
Bill  Stovaugh,  Judge  Jim  Merritt,  J.  O.  Clark, 
Taylor  Prewitt,  Dr.  Warner  Cruse,  Jr.,  Frank 
Ross,  Vernon  Mosley,  J.  B.  Selman,  J.  T.  Hen¬ 
ley,  T.  G.  Poss,  and  Raymond  Vining. 

Some  of  these  speakers  carried  on  the  re¬ 
vival  which  began  Wesley  Church,  McGehee’s 
second  Methodist  congregation.  Also,  they  hold 
services  in  12  churches  near  McGehee  which 
would  not  otherwise  have  services  every  Sun¬ 
day  because  they  are  on  a  circuit  and  must 
share  a  minister. 


Other  Results 

Another  result  of  the  active  church  shows 
that  three  men  from  the  First  Methodist  Church 
are  now  holding  pastoral  appointments  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference.  They  are  the  Revs. 
Richard  Poss,  Drew  Circuit;  Sammy  Farrell, 
Wesley  Church  at  McGehee;  and  Joe  Stroud, 
Traskwood  Circuit. 

And  even  though  the  railroad  shops  at  Mc¬ 
Gehee  closed  recently  and  the  city  lost  some 
population,  and  even  though  another  Metho¬ 
dist  church  was  founded,  First  Methodist  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  and  now  has  a  membership  of 
789. 

A  $125,000  expansion  program  has  been 
completed  and  only  $21,000  of  this  amount  is 
unpaid.  A  plan  is  now  underway  to  purchase 
a  building  near  the  church  school  plant  for 
additional  space  badly  needed  for  a  growing 
enrollment. 

Spiritual  Enrichment 

But  the  most  valuable  result,  and  one  which 
can  not  be  measured,  is  the  spiritual  enrichment 
the  men  get  from  this  active  program.  Many 
men  come  to  the  breakfast  who  do  not  yet 
attend  church,  Mr.  Hogue  explained,  and  many 
now  active  church  members  were  interested 
first  in  the  early  "morning  meeting. 

“We  can  come  and  enjoy  ourselves,  and 
yet  get  a  spiritual  lift  that  helps  us  through  the 
day  and  on  through  the  week,”  one  layman 
said.  “God  is  here  with  us  in  these  meetings, 
and  we  continue  to  feel  His  presence,”  he  ex¬ 
plained,  “as  we  go  about  our  work  in  the 
church  and  in  our  community.” 


Pictured  below,  left,  is  the  First  Methodist  Church,  McGehee.  The  educational  building  was  constructed  first  and 
then  the  sanctuary  (foreground  with  cross  on  top)  completed.  The  Rev.  D.  Mouzon  Mann  is  pastor. 


Below,  right,  Dave  Hogue,  president  of  the  Methodist  Men's  Club  at  McGehee;  and  Dale  Loyd,  chairman  of  the 
official  board,  discuss  plans  at  the  weekly  breakfast  meeting. 
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Twenty  years  ago  the  North  Arkansas 
Annual  Conference  on  recommendation  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Education  began 
a  training  program  for  ministerial  students 
of  the  Conference.  This  program  proved  so 
successful  that  it  later  was  expanded  into 
the  February  Special  and  has  now  become 
the  November  Special. 

A  large  number  of  ministers  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  have  received 
training  through  this  program  during  the 
past  twenty  y^ars.  Many  charges  of  the 
conference  have  had  far  superior  leader¬ 
ship  because  they  were  able  to  secure  min¬ 
isterial  students  as  pastors. 

After  the  program  had  been  going  for 
some  time  it  was  realized  that  Hendrix 
College  was  carrying  a  large  share  of  this 
program  of  ministerial  training  without  be¬ 
ing  provided  corresponding  financial  aid. 
Thus,  the  program  was  changed  to  become 
a  ministerial  and  Hendrix  College  special. 

While  many  of  our  ministers  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  trained  in  schools  other  than 
Hendrix  College,  a  large  body  of  our  fu¬ 
ture  ministry  must  be  trained  in  our  church 
school.  The  future  of  syay  denomination  de¬ 
pends  upon  a  great  denominational  school 
for  the  training  of  a  large  per  cent  of  its 
ministerial  leadership.  Thus,  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
has  a  responsibility  to  maintain  Hendrix 
College  in  order  to  provide  for  the  churches 
of  the  conference  a  church  trained  leader¬ 
ship  which  will  assure  us  of  the  kind  of 
leadership  necessary  to  make  Methodism 
great  in  North  Arkansas. 


If  an  institution  is  but  the  lengthened 
shadow  of  those  who  have  given  their  lives 
to  it,  the  statement  is  doubly  trhe  of  Hen¬ 
drix  College.  Any  record  of  the  early  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  College  must  include  the 
names  of  Millar,  Burr,  Reynolds,  Wilson, 
Simmons,  and  Greene,  and  in  later  and 
more  recent  years,  Staples,  McHenry, 
Charles,  and  Hulen,  who  likewise  served 
so  faithfully  in  this  worthy  line  of  succes¬ 
sion.  At  a  mel-e  pittance  of  salary,  they 
labored  with  a  sense  of  mission  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  College,  without  which  it  would 
not  have  been  known  outside  the  area 
which  it  serves. 

Fortunately  for  the  College,  there  are 
still  those  on  its  staff  of  the  same  spirit, 
and  moved  by  a  like  high  call  to  service. 
They,  too,  are  remaining  at  financial  sacri¬ 
fices,  even  professors  and  heads  of  depart¬ 
ments  receive  less  than  many  skilled  trades¬ 
men  who  have  not  been  required  to  spend 
years  and  thousands  of  dollars  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  their  work. 

From  the  foregoing,  we  are  led  to  make 
the  following  two-fold  observations:  First, 
it  is  not  morally  right  for  Arkansas  Meth¬ 
odism  to  permit  the  College  Staff  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  serve  at  this  financial  sacrifice. 
Secondly,  even  if  it  were  right,  lh  this  day 
of  high  living  costs  we  cannot  expect  the 
next  generation  of  staff'  members  *to  be 
moved  by  a  like  devotion.  As  important  as 
are  buildings  and  equipment,  the  best  in¬ 
vestment  any  cause  can  make  is  in  its  lead¬ 
ership.  For  Hendrix  College  such  an  invest¬ 
ment  has  become  a  "musi"  if  it  is  to  retain 
its  enviable  position  among  the  colleges  of 
the  nation. 


CHAPEL  WINDOWS  RICH  IN  SYMBOLISM 

Pictured  .<  the  right  ure  .h.  tw.rty  'ShKidT "ctuLh"*??! 

The’east  windows,  shown  ,n  th®.  t0P  1 £  svmbol  of  the  Nativity:  2,  the  Chalice  and  the 

Cup ^°3?  thus  *Crownt'of H Thorn's 4,  BthiT  L^tTn  rCf,'oss^;m5°  the  t^ursting  Pomegranate,  symbol  of^ 
resurrection  and  eternal  life.  rril<.,r)prt<.  Hat  of  St  John;  2,  the  Inverted  Cross  and  Keys  of 
Sl.  SSgftfSi  Trlfoil  Cross  of  St.  Philip,  the  World 

and  Shepherd’s  Crook.  portray  stories  in  the  Bible.  Pictured  in  the 

thircTrow^are  r^r^bSio*  -  iS? c™  Ark;  3,  the  Burning  Bush;  4,  the  Ten 

CCTna?hem?anst;row^  I^HarV *Sf  cWmusic  and  art;  2,  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant;  3,  the 
Trinity;  4?  Agnus  Dei,’  Lamb  of  God;  5,  the  Nails  of  the  Crucifixion.  _ 
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And  Hendrix  Colie 
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mental  change j 
of  human  persoi 
to  produce  o  hi 
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HENDRIX  PRODUCING 
LEADERS 

By  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley 
Executive  Secretary 
North  Arkansas  Board  of  Education 


LABORER  WORTHY  OF 
HIS  HIRE 

By  Dr.  Roy  E.  Fawcett 
Executive  Secretary 

Little  Rock  Conference  Board  of  Education 
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r  Ministerial  Training 
ovember  -  -  11 - 


To  Arkansas  Methodists 

,  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 

L„  f/ie  Methodists  of  Arkansas  give  consideration 
[he  November  Special,  we  should  givejhought  to  its 
^  |j  mere/y  another  educational  institution  to  which 
and  courses  in  Bible  and  religion,  its  cost  can 

|o  deep  commitment  to  bring  to- its  students  a  funda- 
]o/  God,  of  the  universe  and  of  the  majesty  and  value 
l/ie/d  by  the  secular  world,  and  if  it  constantly  seeks 
If  conduct  and  character,  a  genuine  respect  for  in- 
Id  a  sense  of  fellowship  and  kinship  with  all  mankind, 
Ir  people. . 

lix  College  not  only  accepts  the  responsibility  for 
me  standards  but  in  addition  has  a  similar  concern 
|sib/7/f/es  of  its  students. 

\s  to  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  an  opportunity  to 
L  We  must  give  to  Hendrix  that  financial  support 
Kfe  salaries  for  its  excellent  faculty,  the  equipment 
\nd  resources  for  other  phases  of  its  operation. 

Ir  own  Church  College  we  will  make  a  definite  con- 
a  creaiive  leadership  equal  to  the  challenge  of 


A  GROWING  INTEREST 
IN  HENDRIX 

By  Dr.  Matt  L.  Ellis 
President  of  Hendrix  Colleae 


Methodists  in  Arkansas  have  an  awak¬ 
ened  interest  in  their  college;  in  recent 
years  they  have  done  great  things  for  Hen¬ 
drix.  ,  „ 

In  1946-48  the  Million  Dollar  Campaign 
resulted  in  total  collections  of  $1,008,000.  In 
1952-54  another  cooperative  undertaking 
was  a  great  success  with  total  collections 
of  $626,000.  Of  these  amounts,  the  General 
Education  Board  of  New  York  gave  $500,- 
000,  loyal  Hendrix  friends  gave  the  balance. 

In  the  last  ten  years  general  endow¬ 
ment  has  been  more  than  tripled  and  plant 
assets  have  been  more  than  doubled,  and 
during  this  period  church-college  relations 
and  college-church  relations  have  mani¬ 
fested  the  finest  cooperation  and  mutual 
understanding.  . 

Now  our  attention  must  turn  to  college 
budget  needs.  How  much,  should  the  annual 
Hendrix  budget  receive  from  the  Church? 
General  .  Conferences  in  1948  and  1952 
agreed  that  50  cents  per  member  should 
be  the  minimum.  The  1956  General  Con¬ 
ference  increased  the  figure  to  $1  per  mem¬ 
ber,  and  also  adopted  as  a  major  quadren¬ 
nial  emphasis  the  interpretation  of'  the 
Church’s  institutions  to  the  Church  and  the 
enlisting  of  greater  support  for  the  colleges 
from  the  Church. 

Arkansas  Methodists  during  the  past 
year  materially  increased  their  budget  sup¬ 
port  of  Hendrix.  The  November  Special,  we 
believe,  can  be  further  developed  to  meet 
the  challenged  presented  by  the  General 
Conference  action.  Here  is  an  established 
program  of  our  church  which  provides  a 
convenient  method  of  enriching  the  Hen¬ 
drix  budget.  We  hope  and  believe  that  the 
churches  will  do  their  best  for  us. 


NOVEMBER  SPECIAL 
INVALUABLE 

By  Dr.  J.  5.  Upton 
Hendrix  Professor  of  Religion 


Almost  two  decades  have  passed  since 
the  late  Dr.  J.  M.  Williams  suggested  to  the 
annual  conferences  of  Arkansas  that  a  day 
and  a  finance  campaign  should  be  con¬ 
ducted  each  year  in  every  Methodist  Church 
in  Arkansas  to  provide  scholarship  aid  for 
worthy  lay  students  at  Hendrix.  Out  of  this 
suggestion  and  the  expressions  of  support 
from  many  Conference  leaders  has  come  the 
November  Special  Offering  for  Hendrix 
College  and  Ministerial  Training. 

Through  the  effort  for  scholarship  aid 
for  lay  students  is  still  needed,  I  am  sure 
that  the  creators  of  this  special  day  in  our 
churches  are  pleased  at  the  splendid  support 
that  now  comes  to  Hendrix  to  help  lay 
students  generally  and  to  the  ministerial 
funds  to  help  young  ministers. 

In  14  years  of  counseling  hundreds  of 
ministerial  students  at  Hendrix,  because  of 
the  November  Special  not  a  single  minis-' 
terial  student  has  had  to  leave  the  college 
for  financial  reasons.  Our  Boards  of  Minis¬ 
terial  Training  have  been  excellent  stew¬ 
ards  of  these  funds. 

In  addition  to  the  hundreds  helped  at 
Hendrix,  help  is  given  to  young  ministers 
in  state,  independent  and  church-supported 
colleges  anywhere  in  Arkansas.  The  Boards 
of  Ministerial  Training  do  as  much  for  a 
young'  minister  at  the  University  of  Ark¬ 
ansas  or  Southern  State  or  Arkansas  Col¬ 
lege. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Arkansas 
needs  consecrated,  trained,.  Christian  min¬ 
isters.  The  November  Special  helps  meet 
this  great  need. 


USE  OF  NOVEMBER  SPECIAL  FUNDS 

In  each  Conference,  receipts  up  to  $10,000  will  be  divided  equally  be¬ 
tween  The  BoarcT  of  Ministerial  Training  and  Hendrix  College.  Sums 
beyond  $10,000  will  go  to  Hendrix  College. 

NOVEMBER  SPECIAL  TREASURERS 

Treasurer  for  the  November  Special  in  The  Little  Rock  Conference  is 
Mr.  Fred  Gantt,  916  Hickory,  Texarkana.  Treasurer  in  the  North  Arkansas' 
Conference  is' Mr.  E.  W.  Martin,  Hendrix  Station,  Conway.  All  receipts 
should  be  sent  promptly  to  them. _ 
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MEMORIAL 
CHAPEL  OPENED 
AT  GREENWOOD 

Open  House  was  held  Monday 
evening,  October  8,  at  the  Rita  Far- 
rante  Memorial  Chapel  at  the 
Greenwood,  Arkansas,  Methodist 
Church  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 

Organ  music  was  played  through¬ 
out  the  evening  by  Mary  Sondra 
Lewis,  Sydney  McConnell  and  Ja- 
nelle  Adams,  members  nf  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship. 

The  Open  House  was  held  on  the 
twenty-first  birthday  of  Miss  Rita 
Farrante,  a  member  of  the  Youth 
Fellowship  who  died  last  October. 
Miss  Farrante  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tony  Farrante. 

The  chapel  was  completed  last 
February  to  be  used  as  a  place  of 
prayer  and  worship  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth.  It  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  about  sixty. 

Many  people  called  during  the 
evening.  Ladies  of  the  church  served 
refreshments  in  the  church  dining 
room. 

The  chapel  was  built  under  the 
supervision  of  Carroll  Cesar,  a  local 
carpenter  and  member  of  the 
church,  and  much  time  and  money 
was  donated  for  the  construction  by 
other  members  and  friends  of  the 
congregation. 

The  chapel  organ,  pews,  floor  and 
ceiling  are  finished  in  antique  white 
with  walls  and  carpets  of  blue.  A 
communion  table,  also  finished  in 
antique  white  is  a  gift  of  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Foundation  of  Conway,  Ark¬ 
ansas,  of  which  Miss  Farrante  was 
a  member  while  attending  State 
Teachers  College  there.  A  chancel 
rail  finished  in  matching  color  and 
design  was  contributed  by  John 
Tolleson. 


New  Iberia  MYF 
Announces  Fall 
Action  Project 

The  M.Y.F.  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Iberia,  is  now  engaged 
in  its  Fall  Action  Project.  The 
period  for  the  project  began  Sun¬ 
day,  October  28,  and  will  continue 
through  Sunday,  December  9,  ac¬ 
cording  to  C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  director 
of  Christian  education  at  First 
Church,  New  Iberia. 

The  theme  for  the  project  “Drink¬ 
ing  and  Christian  Living”  will  be 
carried  out  in  a  Series  of  seven  (7) 
programs  on  Sunday  afternoons  at 
the  M.Y.F.  meetings. 

Among  special  speakers  for  the 
programs  are  George  Crowson,  Jr., 
Coach,  New  Iberia  high  school, 
Judge  Ward  Tilley,  New  Iberia  City 
Judge  and  Rev.  Charles  Flurry, 
Baton  Rouge,  LMCF  youth  director. 
Two  (2)  films,  “Far  From  Alone” 
and  “It’s  the  Brain  that  Counts”  will 
also  be  presented. 

The  period  of  the  project  will  be 
concluded  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
December  7  and  8,  at  the  District 
Retreat  at  Evangeline  State  Park, 
St.  Martinville.  Five  (5)  churches 
are  participating  in  the  retreat. 
These  include  New  Iberia,  Davidson 
Memorial,  Lafayette;  First  Church, 
Lafayette;  Asbury,  Lafayette;  and 
First  Church,  Abbeville. 

In  addition  to  these  meetings  and 
programs  additional  discussions  and 
planning  meetings  will  be  conducted 
during  the  project. 


Little  Rock  Conference  Youth  Rally  Draws  Large  Number 


At  left,  Millie  Johnson,  Crossett,  watches  as  Barbara  Pulley,  Hot  Springs,  (right), 
pens  a  name  tag  on  George  Jernigan  of  Little  Rock.  These  were  among  the  900  young 
people  from  throughout  the  Little  Rock  Conference  who  attended  the  youth  rally  at 
Arkadelphia,  Nov.  1. 


WITH  THE  SUB-  The  Youthful 

DISTRICTS 


Accent 


White  River 

The  White  River  Sub-District  met 
in  the  Yellville  Methodist  Church  on 
Monday  evening,  October  25,  with 
the  Yellville  M.Y.F.  as  hosts.  Sixty 
(60)  youth  were  in  attendance. 

Churches  represented  included 
Salem,  Calico  Rock,  Fairville,  Cot¬ 
ter,  Mountain  Home  and  Yellville. 

A  business  session  was  held  fol¬ 
lowing  the  program  on  Prayer  and 
Citizenship. 


Atkinson-Snelling 

The  Atkinson-Snelling  M.Y.F. 
Sub-District  met  on  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  October  25,  at  Simmesport. 
The  Marksville  M.Y.F.  presented  the 
worship  service  for  the  meeting 
after  which  Frank  Fitzgerald  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  business  session. 

A  feature  of  the  program  was  a 
panel  discussion  conducted  by  Rev. 
Minns  Robertson,  Marksville.  The 
film,  “Now  to  Say  No”,  was  also 
shown. 


Galloway-Tolieson 

The  Galloway-Tolieson  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  M.Y.F.  met  October  8, 
at  Brinkley.  To  carry  out  the  theme 
of  the  program,  “Round  Up”,  the 
youth  came  dressed  as  cowboys  and 
girls. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  president,  Dabbs  Woodfin, 

Brinkley;  vice  president,  Claude 
Oldham,  Clarendon;  secretary,  Sue 
Calloway,  Holly  Grove;  treasurer, 
Carolyn  Joe  Walton,  Clarendon;  re¬ 
porter,  Sara  McGregor,  Cotton 
Plant;  and  counselors.  Miss  Carvell, 
Clarendon;  and  Bill  Prosser,  Brink- 
ley. 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  for  the 
evening,  hot  dogs  and  cokes  were 
served  by  the  Brinkley  M.Y.F. 


Franklin  MYF 
Reorganizes 

The  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Franklin,  La., 
has  reorganized  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Lilly  as  Counsellors.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected  for  this 
year:  president,  Luther  Youngblood; 
vice-president,  Bobby  Herring;  sec- 


By  Hoover  Rupert 

CAN  YOU  STAND  JESUS? 

Walter  Russell  Bowie  tells  about 
a  certain  small  boy  who  dropped  out 
of  Sunday  School.  His  teacher,  in 
checking  up  on  her  absentees,  drop¬ 
ped  in  at  his  home  to  learn  the 
cause  of  his  absence.  His  sister  met 
her  at  the  door.  The  teacher  asked 
what  had  become  of  the  youngster 
and  the  sister’s  startling  answer  was 
this,  “Well,  to  tell  you  the  trutlj,  he 
just  can’t  stand  Jesus.”  If  you  re¬ 
coil  from  that  idea,  realize  it  came 
out  of  a  small  boy’s  ignorance  and 
twisted  misunderstanding.  Some¬ 
where  he  had  apparently  got  the 
impression  that  the  Sunday  School 
pictures  of  Jesus  which  were  done 
in  heliotrope  and  pink  and  baby 
blue,  were  the  accurate  picture  of  a 
“gentle  Jesus  meek  and  mild.”  The 
boy  thought  Jesus  to  be  feeble  and 
of  no  consequence.  That  kind  of 
Jesus  didn’t  seem  important  enough 
to  keep  him  from  being  bored. 

There  are  lots  of  folks,  young  and 
old  alike,  who  can’t  stand  Jesus. 
But  theirs  is  not  from  boyish  ignor¬ 
ance  ,  of  the  true  nature  of  Jesus, 
but  rather  from  knowledge  of  what 
Jesus  really  is  and  doe's.  In  his  day 
there  were  plenty  of  respectable 
people  who  wanted  to  do  away  with 
Jesus  because  he  seemed  to  have  a 
power  that  they  couldn’t  cope  with. 
His  purity  seemed  to  show  up  their 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


retary^ Betty  Carr;  treasurer,  Wil¬ 
liam  James;  publicity  chairman, 
Mary  Kirk  Kelly. 

Those  serving  in  the  citizenship 
and  outreach  area  are  Janice  Ayres, 
chairman,  Gene  Longman,  Brenda 
James,  Carol  Ann  Cusimano,  Bever¬ 
ly  Henning  and  Adriene  Tibbs.  The 
faith  and  witness  area  has  Keith 
Irwin  as  chairman;  William  James, 
Laura  Beth  Shipp,  Charles  Bell, 
Sara  Todd,  Charlotte  Tibbs,  and 
Jane  Markerson  on  the  committee. 

The  fellowship  area  has  Lorrie 
Henslee  as  chairman,  with  Josie 
Hanagriff,  Sidney  Longman,  Wayne 
Morris,  Hoyt  Ayres,  John  Moore, 
and  James  Peterson  as  committee 
members. — Mrs.  M.  Keenze,  reporter 


By  Methodist  Information 

The  Methodist  Church  is  facing 
an  urgent  need  for  young  people  to 
enter  Christian  vocations,  the  Rev. 
Neyland  Hester,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Lancaster,  Tex., 
told  900  Methodist  youth  at  Arka¬ 
delphia,  Nov.  1. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hester}  platform 
speaker  at  the  fall  youth  rally  0f 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  held  at 
Henderson  State  Teachers  College, 
said  58,000  girls  must  enroll  in 
nurse’s  training  this  year  if  the 
church  is  to  keep  its  present  pace 
in  the  nursing  field.  He  said  during 
the  quadrennium,  1956-60,  some  10,- 
000  youth  are  needed  to  enter  min¬ 
isterial  training;  and  1,000  are  need¬ 
ed  to  fill  missionary  posts. 

“You  can  recognize  your  call  to 
Christian  service,”  he  told  the  young 
people,  “if  you  recognize  a  need, 
know  your  talents  or  potential  abil¬ 
ities,  and  see  that  your  abilities  can 
help  meet  the  need.” 

He  told  the  youth  and  adult  work¬ 
ers  with  youth  who  attended  the 
rally  that  jt  is  harder  to  follow 
Jesus  Christ  than  any  crowd.  And 
in  order  to  follow  Him,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hester  said,  one  must  have 
courage,  honesty,  and  dedication. 

The  Texas  minister  also  spoke  at 
the  morning  platform  hour  of  the 
rally  on  the  Methodist  Youth  Fund, 
which  was  the  theme  for  the  all-day 
meeting. 

Workshops  were  held  during  the 
afternoon  on  Church  Related  Voca¬ 
tions,  by  Dr.  Fred  R.  Harrison  and 
the  Rev.  James  Major,  both  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  on  Adult  Workers  with 
Youth,  by  Mrs.  V.  B.  Story,  Little 
Rock;  and  a  workshop  for  outreach 
chairmen,  MYF  Fund  treasurers, 
and  W.S.C.S.  secretaries  of  youth 
work,  by  Miss  Polly  Lassiter  and 
Mrs.  Milton  Teague,  both  of  Arka¬ 
delphia. 

A  panel  composed  of  Bob  Axtell, 
Loyette  Cook,  John  Ross,  Carl  Set¬ 
tle,  and  Kathryn  Sue  Shephard,  all 
of  Little  Rock  and  all  district  or  sub¬ 
district  officers  in  the  MYF,  con¬ 
ducted  the  workshop  for  MYF  pres- 
idents.t  The  Rev.  John  Hassler,  con¬ 
ference  director  of  youth  work,  pre¬ 
sided  at  a  variety  program  for  those 
who  did  not  attend  a  workshop  ses¬ 
sion. 

A  drama,  “Which  Voice”,  directed 
by  Mrs.  Edward  McLean,  Malvern, 
was  presented  by  young  people  from 
the  First  Methodist  Churches  of 
Malvern  and  Arkadelphia. 

Joe  White,  Little  Rock,  conference 
president  of  the  MYF,  presided  at 
the  rally. 


New  Munholland 
Officers  Installed 

Newly-elected  officers  of  the  In¬ 
termediate  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  at  Munholland  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  were  in¬ 
stalled  during  the  evening  service 
on  October  14.  Jerry  DeBlois,  out¬ 
going  president,  presided  at  the 
service  of  installation.  The  new  of¬ 
ficers  are:  president,  Jo  Ann  Garina; 
vice-president,  Robert  DeVinney; 
secretary,  Carol  Ann  Gibson;  treas¬ 
urer,  Jo  Ann  Bolster;  MYFund 
treasurer,  Nancy  Towsley;  program 
chairman,  Kay  Holloway. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  L.  Frampton 
are  counsellors  for  the  Intermediate 
MYF. 
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Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott  New  Little  Rock 
Conference  President 


Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  new  president  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  shows  a  tree  symbolizing  the  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women  to  Mrs.  J.  R.  Henderson,  retiring  president.  Dr.  Arthur 
Terry,  left,  and  Rev.  James  Major,  right,  were  guest  speakers  at  the  dinner 
meeting. 


WEEK  OF  PRAYER 
OBSERVANCES  REPORTED 

Floyd,  La. 

The  Floyd,  La.  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  held  a  Quiet 
Time  at  the  church  Friday  night, 
October  26  with  Mrs.  Douglas 
Wilson,  secretary  of  Spiritual  Life, 
in  charge  of  the  program,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  R.  E.  Fuller,  Mrs.  Walter 
Myers,  Jr.,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Holley,  Jr.,  Mrs  L.  C.  Wilson, 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Brown  and  Mrs.  J.  S. 
White.  A  special  song  was  sung  by 
Mrs.  John  Tom  Fuller  and  a  poem 
read  by  Mrs.  Albert  Fuller. 

The  program  meeting  was  held 
at  the  church  Saturday  afternoon, 
October  27,  with  Mrs.  Wilson^  in 
charge.  ■7'.--  Sl.vJIffl 

Curtis  Park,  La. 

Quiet  Day  was  observed  by  the 
women  of  Curtis  Park,  October  26 
with  a  very  effective  program  for 
the  day.  A  luncheon  was  held  at  the 
noon  hour  with  special  services 
both  morning  and  afternoon.  Mrs. 
F.  L.  Hearne  was  the  leader. 


WOMEN  IN  THE 
CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 

At  Bethlehem  Community  Cent¬ 
er,  Atlanta,  Georgia  a  project  of 
the  Woman’s  Division  of  Christian 
Service  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions,  there  was  dedicated  re¬ 
cently  a  new  building  to  house  the 
center’s  activities.  Part  of  the  funds 
used  in  construction  of  the  building 
came  from  the  Methodist  Church’s 
Crusade  for  Christ.  The  service  of 
dedication  was  conducted  by  Bish¬ 
op  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  bishop  of  the 
Altanta  Coast  Area  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  Organized  in  1944,  the 
Bethlehem  Center  in  Altanta  is 
one  of  the  more  than  100  urban 
centers  sponsored  by  the  Woman’s 
Division.  The  Atlanta  center  serves 
an  area  located  near  two  large 
housing  projects,  a  public  elemen¬ 
tary  school,  and  the  Carver  Voca¬ 
tional  School. 

During  the  coming  months  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  Women  will  sponsor 
across  the  nation  a  series  of  some 
thirty  two-day  workshops  on  hu¬ 
man  relations.  The  workshops  are 
possible  through  a  grant  of  $10,- 
000,  made  to  United  Church  Wom¬ 
en  by  the  Fund  for  the  Republic 
for  “educational  work  in  race  re¬ 
lations.”  The  first  workshops  were 
held  in  New  York  with  the  cooper¬ 
ation  of  the  Manhattan  Council  of 
Church  Women  on  October  24-25. 
To  be  held  in  key  communities,  the 
workshops  will  aim  to  increase 
church  women’s  knowledge  in  the 
area  of  civil  rights  and  civil  liber¬ 
ties;  to  unite  the  strength  of 
church  women  as  they  seek  to  se¬ 
cure  justice  for  all  people;  to  help 
make  the  total  community  aware 
of  the  implications  and  dangers  in 
the  denial  of  rights  to  any  person; 
to  provide  methods  and  practices 
for  use  in  working  with  others  in 
situations  pf  tension;  to  help  church 
women  to  learn  how  to  deal  with 
controversy,  how  to  work  with 
persons  who  hold  a  different  view¬ 
point  without  alienating  them;  how 
to  create  fellowship  and  under- 


At  the  close  of  the  fall  meet¬ 
ing  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Scott,  El  Dorado,  was  elected 
President.  She  succeeds  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Henderson  who  resigned  because 
of  her  recent  election  to  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  of  Christian  Service 
of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Mrs. 
Henderson  has  served  two  and  a 
half  years  as  president. 

Mrs.  Scott  has  been  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  secretary  of  Missionary 
Education  of  the  Conference,  and 
missionary  education  and  recording 
secretary  of  the  Camden  District. 
She  is  the  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
Vantrease  Methodist  Church,  El- 
Dorado,  and  the  mother  of  five 
children. 

Oak  Forest  Church  was  hostess 
to  the  meeting,  which  opened  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  October  25, 
with  Mrs.  Henderson  giving  the 
devotional.  Mrs.  Charles  Ashcraft, 
new  secretary  of  Spiritual  Life, 
gave  the  devotional  Monday  morn¬ 
ing. 

Reports  given  by  the  officers  in¬ 
dicated  continued  interest;  Mrs. 
Ross  Helvie,  promotion,  said  two 
new  societies  two  new  district 
members  and  466  new  members 
have  been  added  since  June  1.  Ark- 


standing  among  those  who  hold  op¬ 
posite  views. 

Miss  Dorothy  Zia,  of  Hong  Kong, 
who  was  “named  after  Dorothy 
Galbraith,  a  most  exemplary 
Christian  doctor,”  is  a  Methodist 
Crusade  Scholar  studying  at  South¬ 
western  University,  Georgetown, 
Texas.  For  twenty-eight  years  her 
father,  the  Rev.  Z.  K.  Zia,  a  third- 
generation  minister,  was  editor  of 
the  Christian  Literature  Society  in 
Shanghai,  resigning  that  post  when 
“the  press  was  no  longer  free.” 
Miss  Zia  was  born  in  Shanghai 
and  entered  school  there  during  the 
Japanese  occupation. 


adelphia,  Camden  and  Little  Rock 
Districts  are  100%  organized.  The 
treasurer,  Mrs.  James  Verhoeff,  re¬ 
ported  an  increase  in  giving,  and  it 
was  announced  that  the  Wesleyan 
Sevice  Guild  is  taking  the  support 
of  Miss  Norene  Robken,  Texarkana 
missionary  to  the  Belgian  Congo,  as 
a  special  project. 

Mrs.  Henry  Stevenson,  Research 
Chairman,  asked  that  names  be 
sent  to  her  committee  to  fill  the 
following  offices  at  the  annual 
meeting:  Vice-president;  Treasurer; 
Missionary-  Education;  Student, 
Children  Supply,  Status  of  Women, 
and  Missionary  Personnel. 

Mrs.  Glenn  Martel,  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education,  announced 
that  712  had  attended  the  district 
seminars  this  fall. 

Plans  were  made  for  the  itener- 
ation  of  Miss  Louise  Nichols,  Field 
Workeer  for  the  Woman’s  Division, 
in  the  conference  November  28- 
December  6. 

Mrs.  Charles  Primm  reported 
for  the  Missionary  Personnel  Com¬ 
mittee  that  38  young  people  will 
participate  in  the  Tour  to  the 
United  Nations  November  21. 

The  Thursday  dinner  meeting 
featured  the  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott 
represented  the  conference  at  this 
meeting  at  Junaluska  in  August. 
Table  decorations  were  flags  of  the 
countries  who  are  a- part  of  this 
group,  and  trees  which  represented 
the  organization.  Mrs.  Scott  gave  a 
splendid  report  of  the  meeting  with 
the  challenge  which  she  received 
from  attending. 

Rev.  James  Major,  Executive  se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Conference  Town 
and  Country  Commission,  told  of 
his  work  and  how  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  could 
help.  Dr.  Arthur  Terry,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  gave  the  Local  Church  Em¬ 
phasis  for  the  Quadrennium  and 
the  importance  women  play  in  this. 

A  Citizenship  Lunch  was  held  on 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Wesley  Service  Guild  of  the 
Lonoke  Church  of  which  Mrs.  L. 
E.  Rice  is  president,  has  completed 
its  first  study  of  the  year,  “The 
Church  In  Southeast  Asia.”  There 
were  12  members  enrolled  in  the 
class  with  an  average  attendance  of 
91%%. 

Mrs.  James  L.  High  was  leader 
and  all  members  took  part. — Mrs. 
James  W.  Rea 


Algiers  Woman’s  Society  has 
completed  its  study  on  “Mission 
Field  USA”  with  four  sessions  be¬ 
ing  held.  Mrs.  R.  J.  Stenhouse  gave 
a  book  review  at  the  third  session, 
October  29. 


CHURCH-COMMUNITY 
“STOCK  TAKING” 
URGED 

Looking  toward  the  eighth  an¬ 
niversary  of  Human  Rights  Day 
(Dec.  10,  1956),  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Methodist  Church  is  asking  its  al¬ 
most  2,000,000  members  throughout 
the  United  States  to  “take  stock” 
of  the  progress  made  in  local 
churches  and  communities  “in  the 
basic  rights  which  ought  to  be  com¬ 
paratively  easy  to  apply”  locally. 
Through  the  Division’s  Department 
of  Christian  Social  Relations  (Miss 
Thelma  Stevens,  executive  secre¬ 
tary),  some  29  questions  are  being 
asked  in  local  churches  and  com¬ 
munities  as  the  basis  of  “taking 
stock.” 

Some  of  the  questions  are:  How 
good  is  the  “climate  of  brother¬ 
hood”  in  your  community?  How 
welcome  do  individuals  of  minority 
groups  whether  racial  or  economic, 
feel  as  they  attend  churches,  meet¬ 
ings,  etc?  Have  there  been  groups 
or  speakers  in  the  community  that 
attempted  to  incite  discrimination? 
Is  residence  denied  to  anyone  for 
arbitrary  reasons?  Can  teachers, 
ministers,  and  others  in  the  com¬ 
munity  feel  secure  in  their  right 
to  hold  and  express  opinions  with¬ 
out  danger  to  their  jobs  or  without 
risking  serious  social  consequenc¬ 
es?  Are  there  indications  that  in¬ 
dividuals  are  sometimes  pressured 
or  intimidated  into  joining  organi¬ 
zations?  Are  there  groups  in  your 
community  such  as  sharecroppers, 
migrants,  who  find  it  hard  to  have 
the  same  degree  of  social  security 
enjoyable  by  the  rest  of  us?  Is  ele¬ 
mentary  and  high  school  education 
available  to  all,  regardless  of  race? 
Is  your  state  maintaining  its  posi¬ 
tion  that  public  schools  must  be 
kept  public  and  free?  Are  members 
of  minority  groups  affected  by  col¬ 
lege  and  professional  school  “quota 
systems?” 


Friday  under  the  guidance  of  Mrs. 
George  Meyer,  secretary  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations.  Information 
was  given  on  the  coming  election 
with  its  proposed  amendments,  and 
available  literature  for  information 
concerning  the  state  laws  was  pre¬ 
sented. 

District  vice-presidents  were 
special  guests  of  the  executive 
committee  for  the  meeting;  37  peo¬ 
ple  were  present  for  the  two-day 
session. 
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1  NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AnTToLKS 


REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  Superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District  was  preacher  in  revival 
services  held  at  the  Vidalia  Methodist  Church, 
October  15-21,  where  Rev.  Harold  Hine  is  pastor. 

REV.  3.  J.  BARKSDALE,  pastor  of  the  Parker 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  guest  preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  the 
Pearl  River  Methodist  Church,  October  8-14, 
where  Rev.  Frank  Lankford  is  paster. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice-president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Cameron  Wakefield  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Sunday,  October  14.  He  emphasized  the  Church’s 
program  of  Christian  Education.  Rev.  Virgil 
Culpepper  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

HAROLD  J.  DeBRAY  was  the  principal  speak¬ 
er  at  the  morning  service  of  the  Fairbanks 
Methodist  Church,  at  the  Laymen’s  Day  Service, 
Sunday,  October  21.  He  was  assisted  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  by  Charles  Batten  and  Ray  Booth.  Rev.  David 
Corley  is  paster  of  the  church. 

U.  E.  HACKETT,  superintendent  of  Cameron 
Parish  Schools,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Cameron  Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  October  21, 
as  a  part  of  the  Laymen’s  Day  observance.  He 
spoke  on  “Philosophies  of  Life”.  Rev.  Virgil 
Culpepper  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ARTHUR  GREEN  is  the  newly  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop.  Other  officers 
are:  vice-president,  Phillip  Pfost;  secretary7 
treasurer,  Douglas  Bickley;  program  chairman, 
Onar  Perry.  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  is  pastor  of  the 
church.  , 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Gilliam,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader,  was  guest  speaker  in  Lay¬ 
men’s  Day  services  conducted  at  the  Haynesville 
Methodist  Churchr  Sunday,  October  28.  Preston 
Smith,  church  lay  leader,  was  in  charge  of  the 
service,  assisted  by  Shirly  Bond  and  Ralph  Lowe. 
Rev.  Jack  Midyett  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

KENNETH  D.  MARTIN,  Charge  Lay  Leader  of 
the  West  Lake  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  was  in  charge  of  the  Laymen’s  Day 
Service  held  at  the  church  Sunday,  October  21. 
Four  members  of  the  church  spoke  on  various 
aspects  of  the  topic,  “The  Truth  Shall  Make  You 
Free”.  Rev.  Rex  Squyres  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

IN  THE  ABSENCE  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C. 

Rousseaux,  wrho  was  vacationing  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Kleinschmidt,  of  New 
Orleans,  retired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  was  guest  preacher  at  the  John  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  23,  for  the  morning  and  evening  services. 

DR.  DANA  DAWSON,  JR.,  pastor  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  second  annual  Inter-Church 
Men’s  dinner  at  the  Amite  High'Schooi  cafeteria, 
October  25.  The  dinner  was  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club,  the  Presbyterian 
Men  of  the  Church  and  the  Baptist  Men’s  Broth¬ 
erhood. 

THE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
the  Gibsland  Church  conducted  the  evening 
worship  service  Sunday,  October  14.  Those  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  service  were:  Message  by  Dyann 
Sutton;  Prayer  by  Frances  Rogers;  Scripture  by 
Gloria  Smith;  Poem  by  James  Robinson,  and 
announcements  by  Betty  Johnson.  Rev.  Joe  H. 
Robinson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

FIFTY  SINGERS  from  First  Methodist  Church, 
Amite,  and  the  surrounding  area  participated 
in  a  choir  clinic  at  the  Amite  Church,  October 
22-24,  under  the  direction  of  Marvin  C.  Genuchi, 
minister  of  music  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  James  Christie,  pastor,  re¬ 
ports  that  another  choir  clinic  is  planned  for 
late  January. 

CARLOS  SPAHT,  a  Presbyterian  layman  from 
Baton  Rouge,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
morning  service  when  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Amite,  observed  Reformation  Sunday, 


October  28.  The  film  “Martin  Luther”  was 
shown  at  the  evening  service.  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

EV.  JAMES  R.  WOODWARD,  pastor  of  the 
Greensburg  Methodist  Church,  was  guest 
preacher  in  the  morning  service,  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  28,  of  a  church  near  Atlanta,  Texas,  where 
he  and  Mrs.  Woodward  were  married.  That  night 
he  was  guest  in  the  dedication  service  of  the 
Hosston  Methodist  Church  where  he  was  serving 
as  pastor  during  the  time  of  the  construction. 

REV.  W.  M.  ALLEN,  pastor  of  the  Sterlington 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
meeting  of  the  W.S.C.S.  of  the  Fairbanks  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monday  evening,  October  22.  He 
spoke  on  pastoral  counselling  in  connection  with 
the  current  mission  study,  “Missions:  U.S.A.” 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Hohenschutz  was  in  charge  of  the 
study.  Rev.  David  Corley  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

OUTH  EMPHASIS  NIGHT  was  observed  at 
the  evening  service  of  the  Live  Oak  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Watson,  Sunday,  October  28,  with 
the  young  people  of  the  church  in  charge  of  the 
program.  New  MYF  officers  were  installed,  and 
membership  cards  were  given  each  member  of 
the  MYF.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the 
church,  directed  his  message  especially  to  the 
young  people. 

R.  AND  MRS.  FRANK  SCHNEIDER,  of  the 
music  department  of  the  DeRidder  schools, 
presented  a  group  of  high  school  students  in  a 
music  program  at  the  monthly  suppei’  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Wednesday  night,  October  24. 
Sheldon  Stewart,  president,  presided  at  the 
meeting.-  Rev.  J.  C.  Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  presented  “The  Song  of  Meth¬ 
odism”,  Sunday  evening,  October  28.  The  ar¬ 
rangement  was  prepared  by  Dr.  James  R'.  Hough¬ 
ton,  chairman  of  the  department  of  church 
music  at  Boston  University,  and  has" been  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  last  two  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  James 
Wilkerson  is  pastor  of  the  Wesley  church. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Alexandria,  was  in  charge  of  the  evening 
service  Sunday,  October  28,  and  at  that  time  pre¬ 
sented  an  hour’s  service  in  Song'.  Paul  White  is 
director  of  the  group  composed  of  70  members. 
Mrs.  Nellie  Hysell  is  accompanist  for  the  group, 
assisted  by  Miss  Roberta  Bromley.  KALB  broad¬ 
casted  thirty  minutes  of  the  Choir’s  concert, 
which  was  the  same  as  presented  at  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DpQuincy,  on  October  14. 

EV.  JOHN  KILPATRICK,  pastor'of  the  Pine- 
ville  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher 
in  revival  services  at  the  North  Baton  Rouge 
Methodist  Church,  which  were  concluded  Sun¬ 
day,  October  21.  Rev.  Ray  Dellainaut,  Director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  L.S.U., .and  Mrs. 
C.  R.  Freneaux,  choir  director  of  the  church, 
were  in  charge  of  the  music.  Twenty  persons 
were  reported  received  into  the  membership  of 
the  church,  making  a  total  of  5^>  persons  received 
during  this  conference  year. 

MISS  BETTY  KIMBALL  and  Jimmy  Ray 
Johnson  were  married  in  the  Gibsland  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  October  21  at  6:00  p.m., 
with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson,  reading 
the  Double-Ring  Marriage  Service.  While  the 
couple  were  kneeling  at  the  altar  the  Church 
Choir  sang  “The  Lord’s  Prayer”.  Betty  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and 
Jimmy  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Stewards  of 
the  church.  Both  are  members  of  the  church 
choir. 

ISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  conducted  dedi¬ 
catory  services  at  the  Hosston  Methodist 
Church,  Sunday  evening,  October  28.  He  was 
assisted  by  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District.  According  to  Rev.  E.  A. 
Keasler,  pastor,  the  church  was  completed  in 
November  of  1954.  A  fellowship  hour  was  held 


following  the  dedicatory  service.  Rev.  Reuel  H. 
Allen,  pastor  of  Plain  Dealing  Methodist  Church,' 
was  the  guest  preacher  in  revival  services  at  the 
Hosston  church,  October  29-November  4. 

REV.  JAMES  E.  WILKERSON,  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  preached  at 
the  first  service  of  a  series  6f  revival  services  at 
the  church,  Sunday,  November  4-November  11. 
Singing  and  special  music  will  be  directed  by 
W.  C.  Cudd,  with  Mrs.  L.  M.  Robins  serving  as 
pianist.  Guest  ministers  who  will  speak  during 
the  services  are:  Rev.  Eldred  Blakely,  Monday, 
Nov.  5;  Rev.  George  Harbuck,  Tuesday,  Novem¬ 
ber  6;  Rev.  John  A.  Wilkerson,  November  7; 
Rev.  George  Ross,  November  8;  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
November  9;  and:  Rev.  J.  M.  Alford,  November 
10.  The  church  will  celebrate  its  fifth  anniver¬ 
sary  November  11.  The  speaker  at  this  time, 
Rev.  Alford,  organized  the  church  in  1951. 

FIVE  METHODISTS  were  honored  by  the 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  at  a  dinner 
meeting  at  the  Centenary  Methodist  Church  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  October  17.  The  five  men, 
each  of  whom  was  awarded  an  honorary  life 
membership  in  the  MRF,  are  Dr.  Ralph  A.  Felton, 
Dr.  A.  H.  Rapking,  Dr.  Charles  M.  (Pat)  McCon¬ 
nell,  Dr.  Mark  A.  Dawber,  and  State  Senator 
Dutton  S.  Peterson,  of  Odessa,  N.  Y.,  who  is  also 
an  ordained  Methodist  minister.  Presentation  of 
the  awards  was  made  during  the  meeting  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  and 
participated  in  by  Methodists  attending  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convocation  on  the  Church  in  Town  and 
Country,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  ' 

MRS.  MARGARET  McDONALD,  director  of 
the  News  Bureau  at  Centenary  College,  is 
the  author  of  an  article  entitled,  “Because  a 
Father  Cared”,  appearing  in  the  current  issue 
of  The  Rotarian,  official  publication  of  Rotary 
International.  The  article  deals  with  the  work 
of  Morley  Hudson  of  Shreveport,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Caddo-Bossier  Assn.,  for  Mental¬ 
ly  Retarded  Children,  and  recounts  the  assistance 
given  by  members  of  the  Shreveport  Rotary  Club 
in  the  movement  on  behalf  of  retarded  young¬ 
sters.  A  picture  and  brief  biographical  sketch 
of  Mrs.  McDonald  also  appear  in  the  magazine. 
The  Shreveport  Rotary  Club  had  Mrs.  McDonald 
as  their  guest  at  the  Friday  noon  luncheon  in 
the  Washington-Youree  Hotel  last  week. 

WILLIAM  J.  MICHON  was  re-elected  president 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  at  their  monthly 
supper  meeting  October  19.  Other  officers  elect¬ 
ed  were:  A1  F.  Hanson,  first  vice-president; 
Harry  F.  Miller,  second  vice-president;  Chester 
C.  Coulter,  recording  secretary;  E.  B.  Saunders, 
financial  secretary;  and  Jas.  M.  Hafbison,  treas¬ 
urer.  Committee  chairmen  appointed  were  P.  D. 
Hodge  and  H.  F.  Miller  Membership  and  Reser¬ 
vation;  Tim  D.  Vain  and  R.  F.  Shaw,  Attendance; 
Fritz  Selby  and  Harry  F.  Miller,  Publicity;  A1  F. 
Hanson  and  Fred  Wagner,  Program;  Walter 
Vampline  and  C.  J^  Clements,  Projects;  Jack 
Bohannon,  Lester  Ferguson  and  W.  W.  Shaw, 
Devotion;  Robert  E.  McCreary,  Steward  Chair¬ 
man;  Rev.  N.  H.  Melbert  and  Rev.  D.  C.  Boddie, 
Chaplains.  The  officers  were  installed  at  the 
church  service,  Sunday,  October  21. 

DR.  HAROLD  ROBERTS  of  Surrey,  England, 
will  be  the  guest  preacher  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  on  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System’s 
radio  program,  “Church  of  the  Air.”  The  30 
minute  network  program  will  originate  in  the 
studios  of  Station  WCBS,  New  York  City,  at 
9:30  a.m.  Eastern  Standard  Time.  The  morning 
program  will  be  carried  by  approximately  100 
CBS  stations  across  the  country,  but  some  will 
record  the  service  for  broadcast  at  a  different 
hour.  “Lead  Us  Not  Into  Temptation”  will  be  the 
subject  of  Dr.  Roberts’  sermon.  Special  music 
will  be  provided  by  the  choir  of  Lovely  Lane 
Methodist  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  directed  by 
Dr.  James  Allan  Dash.  Dr.  Roberts,  president- 
designate  of  the  British  Methodist  Church,  was 
recently  elected  president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  He  is  principal  of  Richmond  College  in 
Surrey,  and  dean  of  the  faculty  of  theology  at 
the  University  of  London. 
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FIRST  CHURCH 
LAFAYETTE  IN 
FUND  DRIVE 

Methodist  of  First  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  are  currently  engaged  in  a 
financial  drive,  the  purpose  of 
which  is  to,  raise  $200,000  to  'erect 
a  new  educational  building  and 
renovate  the  present  educational 
building. 

Sunday,  October  14  was  desig¬ 
nated  as  Loyalty  Sunday  at  which 
time  solicitation  of  pledges  over  a 
150  week  period  were  secured  in 
visits  to  homes  of  the  membership. 

Prior  to  the  solicitation  period, 
100  women  of  the  church’s  women’s 
information  team  called  on  church 
families  and  distributed  brochures 
which  contained  much  information 
about  the  needed  expansion  pro¬ 
gram.  Teams  of  men  in  the  church 
are  .doing  the  soliciation  work. 

James  W.  Bean  is  chairman  of 
the  building  committee,  with  F.  M. 
Carson  and  W.  K.  Rainbolt  serving 
as  vice  chaimen.  Mrs.  George 
Thomas  is  secretary  and  Ray  Miles, 
treasurer.  Rev.  F.  S.  Flurry  is  the 
First  Church,  Lafayette,  pastor. 

Church  leaders  hope  that  con¬ 
struction  can  begin,  shortly  after 
the  first  of  the  year.  Accdrding  to 
the  building  committee,  this  is  the 
largest  financial  undertaking  by 
Lafayette  Methodist  since  the 
building  of  the  present  church  in 
1925.  Present  membership  of  the 
church  is  approximately  1600  and 
church  school  -enrollment  exceeds 
1000.  Present  educational  facilities 
were  originally  designed  to  accom¬ 
modate  Va  of  the  present  enroll¬ 
ment. 


Kenner  Methodists' 
Begin  Building 
Construction 

Ground  was  broken  Sunday, 
October  21  formerly  beginning 
construction  of  the  $70,000  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  educational  building  of. the 
Kenner  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

The  new  building  to  be  located 
at  1001  Moisant  Drive,  Kenner,  will 
have  a  sanctuary  seating  300,  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  study,  choir  room,  church  of¬ 
fice  and  educational  facilities. 

James  Taylor  is  chairman  of  the 
building  committee,  and  J.  E.  Mc¬ 
Coy  and  Merlin  C.  Keese,  Sr.,  are 
co-chairman,  of  the  building  fund 
drive  to  finance  the  building  pro¬ 
gram.  The  project  is  being  financ¬ 
ed  by  the  church  under  the  Broad¬ 
way  Plan,  which  consists  of  interest 
paying  bonds  bought  by  interested 
parties.  It  is  expected  that  actual 
construction  will  be  underway  by 
mid-month. 


LOGANSPORT 
EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING 
DEDICATED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
guests  together  with  members  of 
the  Logansport  official  board  at  a 
dinner  served  in  the  new  education¬ 
al'  building  by  official  board  mem¬ 
bers  wives. 

The  one  story,  $60,000  brick  ve¬ 
neer  structure  ' houses  most  of  the 
church  school  program  and  is  con¬ 
nected  to  the  main  church  building, 
extending  in  a  L  shape  arrange¬ 
ment  at  the  church  location.  There 
is  also  a  covered  walk  way  between 
another  section  of  the  main  building 
to  the  new  educational  building. 

Logansport  Methodist  will  enter- 


EVANGELISM 

November  Is 

Membership  Conservation  Month 

Let’s  make  resident  members  of  those  non-resident  church  mem¬ 
bers  by  helping  and  encouraging  them  to  become  members  where 
they  live.  November  is  MEMBERSHIP  CONSERVATION  MONTH 
as  per  action  of  our  last  Annual  Conference  in  adopting  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Each  pastor  and  Commission  on  Membership  and  Evangelism  is 
asked  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  encourage  non-resident  mem¬ 
bers  to  transfer  their  memberships  to  Methodist  Churches  where 
they  now  live. 

Use  of  the  “Letters  of  Notification”  form  as  described  on  page 
78  of  the  1956-57  Church  and  Church  School  Supplies  Catalog  of  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  is  recommended. 

Personal  letters  from  the  pastor  and  the  Commission  will  also  be 
helpful. 

Let’s  keep  our  moving  Methodists  in  The  Methodist  Church. 

W.  D.  Boddie, 

Louisiana  Conference  Sec’y  of  Evangelism 


La.  Tech  Fellowship  Teams  On 
Bienville-Castor  Charge 

On  Sunday,  October  28,  two  Fellowship  teams  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  on  the  campus  of  Louisiana  Tech  at  Ruston,  Louisiana,  served  on 
the  Bienville-Castor  charge  where  Revs.  Kenneth  and  Rose  Caritbers  are 
co-pastors. 

One  team  held  the  morning  services  at  Mill  Creek  at  9  A.M.  and  at 
Castor  at  11  A.M.  In  both  services  Rev.  John  Barham  wassin-  charge  and 
led  the  singing,  with  Martha  Gillen  as  accompanist.  Rev.  James  Jones 
preached  at  Mill  Creek  and  Rev.  Brent- Doan  preached  at  Castor.  Claude 
Ruple  of  the  Grace  Methodist  Church  at  Ruston  provided  the  transportation. 
After  the  service  members  of  the  team  except  for  Martha  Gillen  had  dinner 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  T.  Nal  and  family. 
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Marion  Holds 
Revival 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  district  super¬ 
intendent.  of  the  Ruston  District 
djd  the  preaching  in  a  revival 
meeting  at  Marion  October  8  to  14, 
with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Frank  C.  Col¬ 
lins,  leading  the  singing. 

The  meeting  was  preceded  by  a 
24  hour  Prayer  Vigil  by  the  mem¬ 
bers.  Group  prayer  meetings  were 
also  held  preceding  each  night  ser¬ 
vice.  According  to  the  pastor,  “We 
had  unusually  good  attendance 
morning  and  night  because  of  the 
very  inspiring  and  heart-warming 
sermons  brought  us  by  Dr.  Hicks. 
Those  attending  were  greatly 
blessed  and  the  church  was  re¬ 
vived.” 


centenarT  college 
NEWS 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  acting  head 
of  the  Bible  department  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  has  just  concluded  a 
week-long  revival  at  the  Blanchard 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  James  Jones 
is  pastor  of  the  church.  Dr.  Pome¬ 
roy,'  associate  professor  of  Bible  at 
Centenary,  preached  at  7  p.m.  daily 
throughout  the  program. 


Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  gave  a  second 
showing  of  his  colored  slides  of  the 
college  choir’s  summer  Far  Eastern 
tour  Friday  evening  in  the  Science 
Building  on  the  local  campus.  The 
program,  open  to  the  public,  attract¬ 
ed  many,  students,  faculty  members, 
parents  of  choir  members  and  local 
residents.  The  showing  was  held  in 
response  to  requests  from  many  who 


tain  the  Shreveport  District  Con¬ 
ference  November  27. 


The  other  team  conducted  the 
morning  worship  services  „ '  at 
Strange  at  8:30  A.M.  and  at  Bien¬ 
ville  at  11  A.M.  Rev.  W.  L.  Strong 
was  in  charge  and  preached  at  both 
services.  Jean  Frye  led  the  singing 
with  Gail  Waugh  as  accompanist. 
Other  members  of  the  team  were 
Peggy  Roberts  and  Joan  Blondin. 
After  the  morning  service  Martha 
Gillen  joined  the  members  of  the 
team  for  dinner  at  the  parsonage. 

Sunday  evening  the  charge-wide 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  met 
at  the  Mill  Creek  Church  at  6  P.M. 
There  was  one  and  a  half  hour  of 
recreation  followed  by  an  inspiring 
worship  service.  Peggy  Roberts  was 
in  charge  of  the  games,  Jean  Frye 
led  in  recreational  and  inspiria- 
tional  singing  Vnth  Gail  Waugh  at 
the  piano.  Joan  Blondin  led  the 
worship  centered  around  Christian 
witnessing.  All  the  members  of  the 
team  gave  their  Christian  testi¬ 
mony.  Other  members  of  the  team 
who  made  contributions  to  both 
the  recreation  and  worship  service 
were  W.  L.  Strong  and  Martha  Gil¬ 
len.  Refreshments  were  served  by 
Burnell  and  Elaime  Dison  of  the 
Mill  Creek  Church.  Fifty  youth  and 
sponsors  from  every  church  on  the 
change  were  present. 


were  unable  to  attend  the  first  pro¬ 
gram  several  weeks  ago. 


Virgil  D.  Morris,  son  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  district  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  district,  Rev.  V.  D. 
Morris,  Sr.,  is  among  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  Sigma  Tau  Dfelta,  honorary 
fraternity  for  English  students  at 
Centenary  College.  Young  Morris 
also  is  editor  of  the  student  news¬ 
paper,  The  Conglomerate.  Other 
new  members  are  Bob  Durand, 
Hugh  Brown  and  Mary  Ann  Wil- 
helmi,  all  of  Shreveport.  Dr.  E.  M. 
Clark,  head  of  the  English  depart¬ 
ment,  is  faculty  adviser. 


Louisiana  Observes 
Laymen's-  Day 
Widely 

According  to  reports  reaching 
the  office  of  The  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist,  there  was  a  widespread  ob¬ 
servance  cf  Laymen’s  Day,  Sunday, 
October  21,  throughout  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  Promoted  through¬ 
out  the  church  on  this  Sunday  each 
year,  the  observance  is  taking  on 
greater  significance  each  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Robert  P.  Lay,  Gilliam, 
Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Lead¬ 
er. 

A  partial  list  of  the  churches  and 
lay  speakers  for  the  observance  in 
Louisiana  is  listed  below.  These  re¬ 
present  only  those  churches  which 
have  sent  reports  to  date. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Carrollton,  Dr.  Robert  W.  French 
Napoleon  Ave.,  Charles  Hunter 
Algiers,  D.  H.  Grubb 
Lake  Vista,  W.  G,  Crouch 
Second,  Harold  Dieck 
Jefferson,  M.  J.  T.  Adams 
St.  Mark’s,  Robert  Taylor 
Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Luke  Cutrera 
Trinity,  Buras,  W.  J.  Edgecombe 
Lacombe,  Fram  Coppel 
Metairie,  D.  D.  Lyman,  Jr.  (Oct.  23) 
Jonesville  Methodist  Church,  Hiram  Wright 

Alexandria 

First  Methodist,  J.  N.  Fomby 
Trinity,  C.  P.  Dervoloy 
Horseshoe  Methodist,  Berlin  A.  Riser  (serv¬ 
ices  held  at  Masonic  Home  for  Children) 
Denham  Springs  First  Methodist,  Harry  E. 
Jackson.  C.  H.  Snelling,  L.  N.  Benton, 
Jr.,  Guy  Corley!  and  W.  A.  Hall  (all  in 
service) 

Benton  Methodist  Church,  T.  L.  Rodes  and 
J.  A.  Dunnam.  Jr. 

Ruston 

Grace  Methodist,  Paul  Pennington 
Trinity  (Oct.  28),  Mayor  James  C.  Gard¬ 
ner  of  Shreveport 

New  Iberia  First  Methodist,  at  8:30  a.m.. 
Dr.  Vernon  L.  Wharton  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  Institute,  Lafayette;  and  at  11 
a.m.,  John  B.  Tubb,  Rayne 

Shreveport 

Trinity,  Jack  Timmons  of  Shreveport  and 
layman  at  North  Highlands  Methodist. 
Church 

First  .Methodist,  R.  Zehnler  Biedenharn 
of  Shreveport 

Caddo  Heights,  Loyce  Hurley  of  Shreve¬ 
port 

North  Highlands,  Judge  Cris  Barnette, 
Caddo  Juvenile  Court  Judge 
Cameron  Methodist  Church,  V.  E.  Camer¬ 
on,  Cameron 

Fairbanks  Methodist  Church,  Harold  J.  De- 
Bray 

Lake  Charles,  West  Lake  Methodist 
Church,  Kenneth  D.  Martin,  Lake  Charles 
Haynesville  Methodist  Church,  Robert  P. 
Lay,  Gilliam 

Floyd  Methodist  Church,  Fred  Huenefeld, 
Monroe. 


Hebert  Methodists 
Have  Homecoming 

Rev.  Sam  Halladay,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  Oakdale,  and 
former  pastor  at  the  Hebert  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  the  featured 
guest  speaker  at  the  second  annual 
homecoming  of  the  Hebert  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  October  28. 

A  large  crowd  enjoyed  a  basket 
lunch  on  the  church  lawn.  Former 
members  from  over  the  state,  also 
Texas  and  Arkansas  enjoyed  this 
happy  occasion. 

Rev.  Carl  Barham  is  pastor  of  the 
Hebert  and  Columbia  Methodist 
churches.  In  Rev.  Barham’s  absence 
at  the  Columbia  church  Rev.  J.  E. 
Hearn,  Sr.  Conference  Treasurer 
was  guest  speaker.  He  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  his  son  Dr.  J.  E.  Heany 
Jr. 

Improvements  noted  at  the  He¬ 
bert  and  Columbia  churches  were, 
chain  link  fence  and  beautiful  new 
floors  at  the  Hebert  Church.  The 
Columbia  group  is  enjoying  an 
air  conditioner,  heating  system  and 
new  floors  and  carpets. 
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Concerning  The  Chief  Function  Of  Every 
Minister,  Church,  Church  Member 

First  Quarter’s  Report 

On  Membership  Analyized 

By  Winslow  Brown 

District  Director  of  Evangelism,  Pine  Bluff  District 


Our  chief  business  is  to  win 
men  to  Christ.  In  his  new 
book,  “Evangelism  through 
the  Local  Church”  Bishop 
Roy  H.  Short  says  that  which  all 
of  us  knew  already,  but  neverthe¬ 
less  that  which  we  need  to  be  re¬ 
minded  of  from  time  to  time,  “.  .  . 
every  Christian  Church  has  one 
primary  function  and  one  only,  and 
that  is  to  accomplish  the  salvation 
of  men  and  bring  them  to  know 
him  whom  to  know  aright  is  life 
eternal.”  (P.  17)  That  is  simply 
Bishop  Short’s  way  of  echoing 
Christ’s  commission  to  “Go  .  .  . 
baptize,  teach.”  This  is  the  function 
of  every  Church,  every  minister, 
every  Christian  church  member. 

A  study  of  the  statistics  publish¬ 
ed  in  October  4th  and  October  11th 
issues  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
are  quite  revealing  concerning  this 
basic  task  of  the  local  church  — 
Evangelism.  Two  rather  broad  gen¬ 
eralizations  may  be  made  to  begin 
with  concerning  the  work  as  re¬ 
ported  for  the  first  three-month 
period  of  this  conference  year. 

FIRST:  The  bulk  of  those  being 
won  on  first  committments,  during 
the  period  reported  (either  on  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  or  from  other  de¬ 
nominations)  are  coming  through 
the  smaller  churches  and  circuits. 
This  is  partly  because  there  are 
so  many  more  of  them,  of  course, 
but  it  cannot  be  explained  away 
that  easily.  SECOND:  The  bulk  of 
those  coming  by  transfer  from 
other  Methodist  Churches  are  in 
churches  in  population  centers. 
Concerning  those  won  on  first 
committment,  outstanding  churches 
and  circuits  for  the  first  quarter 
were:  in  the  Arkadelphia  District; 
Bismarck  Circuit,  Dalark  Circuit, 
Morning  Star,  and  St.  Paul’s  (Mal- 
ern).  In  the  Camden  District;  Tim- 
othy-Westside,  Parker’s  Chapel- 
Pleasant  Grove,  and  Emerson  Cir¬ 
cuit.  In  the  Hope  District;  Mace¬ 
donia  on  the  Blevins  Circuit  and 
Pleasant  Hill.  In  the  Little  Rock 
District;  Austin  Circuit,  Bethlehem, 
Carlisle  Circuit,  and  Hickory 
Plains  Circuit.  In  the  Monticello 
District;  Crossett  Circuit,  and  Wat- 
son-Kelso.  In  the  Pine  Bluff  Dis¬ 
trict,  St.  Lukes-Center  Grove, 
Wesley-Sulphur  Springs,  and  the 
Rowell  Circuit.  These  churches 
named  represent  the  leaders  in 
“new  Methodists”  in  each  district 
with  two  exceptions  in  the  Camden 
District,  (1st  Church  Camden  and 
1st  Church  El  Dorado)  one  in  the 
Hope  District  (DeQueen)  and  one 
in  the  Little  Rock  District  (Pula¬ 
ski  Heights).  In  no  instance  did  the 
exception  noted  lead  the  district, 
but  tied  with  one  of  the  leading 
smaller  churches  or  circuits. 

Of  those  coming  in  as  “new 
Methodists”  the  four  charges  noted 
in  the  Arkadelphia  District  ac¬ 
counted  for  approximatelv  50%  of 
the  entire  district’s  additions  in 
that  category.  In  the  Camden  Dis¬ 


trict  the  three  charges  named  ac¬ 
counted  for  %  to  %  of  the  district’s 
additions  by  vows  (depending  up¬ 
on  whether  you  use  the  total  given 
or  the  individual  charge  figures,  as 
they  do  not  agree.)  In  the  Hope 
District  two  churches,  Macedonia 
and  Pleasant  Hill,  account  for 
nearly  50%  of  the  entire  district 
in  that  category.  In  the  Little  Rock 
District  we  find  that  the  four 
charges  named  account  for  close  to 
40%  of  the  district’s  total  by  vows. 
In  the  Monticello  Districts  two 
charges  account  for  %  of  the  total. 
In  the  Pine  Bluff  District,  three 
charges  account  for  50%  of  the 
total  by  vows.  I  realize  that  in 
making  this  analysis  that  some  of 
the  charges  did  not  report  and  that 
would  probably  change  the  pic¬ 
ture  somewhat.  However,  on  a  con¬ 
ference-wide  basis  it  looks  strong¬ 
ly  as  if  about  10%  of  the  pastoral 
charges  won  about  40%  of  the  ad¬ 
ditions  by  vows  during  the  period 
reported.  It  will  be  said,  no  doubt 
that  in  many  charges  the  major 
evangelistic  effort  for  the  year  has 
not  yet  come  about.  That  may  be 
true,  yet  evangelism  ought  never 
be  a  seasonal  business. 

SECOND:  Concerning  the  second 
generalization  noted  above,  .  we 
can  see  that  this  seems  to  indicate 
that  our  city  churches  are  doing 
at  least  a  fair  job  of  locating  our 
newcomers  in  the  cities  and  secur¬ 
ing  the  transfer  of  their  member¬ 
ship  in  order  to  keep  them  active. 
This  is  vital  to  the  life  of  the 
church.  We  do  not  accomplish  too 
much  if  one  member  slips  out.  the 
inactive  door  when  we  bring  in  a 
new  member  by  vows.  It  is  just  as 
important  to  keep  'em  as  it  is  to  get 
'em.  By  keeping  them,  I  don’t  mean 
trying  to  hang  on  to  them  after 
they  leave  your  community,  but 
quite  the  opposite.  By  keeping 
them  I  mean  to  encourage  them  to 
move  their  membership  when  they 
move  into  a  new  community.  Liv¬ 
ing  in  one  community  and  keeping 
one’s  membership  in  another  is 
simply  a  very  convenient  way  of 
escaping  responsibility  to  either 
church  and  trying  to  find  a  re¬ 
spectable”  way  to  become  a  religi¬ 
ous  free-loader  or  hitch-hiker  on 
the  highway  to  Heaven.  It  is  a 
judgment  on  our  own  ministry 
when  we  have  members  move 
away  who  fail  to  move  their  mem¬ 
bership  with  them.  We  have  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  see  that  they  move 
their  membership  from  our  church, 
just  as  surely  as  we  had  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  locate  them  and  get  them 
to  move  their  %nembership  into  our 
church  when  they  first  come  into 
our  community. 

There  is  no  work  which  we  do 
which  is  any  more  important  or 
any  more  basic  than  is  evangelism. 
Without  evangelism  there  is  little 
need  for  anything  else.  Unless  we 
win  them  first  we  have  none  with 
which  to  be  concerned  in  the  other 


areas  of  work  such  as  finance,  edu¬ 
cation,  missions,  and  social  action. 
Not  only  must  they  be  won  as 
church  members,  but  they  must  be 
won  as  Christians.  If  they  are  not 
converted  heart  and  soul  to  a  new 
way  of  life  then  even  though  we 
may  have  a  church  full  of  people 
and  all  wheels  turning  smoothly 
on  well-greased  bearings  it  may  all 
be  “full  of  sound  and  fury  signify¬ 
ing  nothing.” 

Even  a  superficial  view  of  the 
“Self-Study  Guide  Toward  A  More 
Effective  Church”  will  reveal  the 
significance  which  the  church  feels 
evangelism  should  have  in.  the  life 
of  our  Church.  Note  these  questions 
found  therein:  “Is  your  Church 
growing?  —  in  attitudes?  —  in 
power  in  prayer?  —  in  witness  and 
Christlike  service?  Is  your  Church 
reaching  people?  What  about  at¬ 
tendance?  Helping  members  to  be 
active?  What  about  reaching  the 
unreached?  What  about  shifting 
population?  Is  your  church  teach¬ 
ing  from  the  pulpit?  Is  your  church 
transforming?”  Unless  it  is  we  are 
not  fulfilling  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion,  for  Christ  said  not  only,  “Go 
.  ..  .”  but  He  said,  “.  .  .  make  dis¬ 
ciples  .  .  .”  That  means  transforma¬ 
tion.  That  means  evangelism!  In 
fact  the  work  of  the  Commissions 
of  Education,  Finance,  and  Missions 
at  its  best  is  really  evangelism! 

Therefore  evangelism  cannot  be 
measured  just  in  terms  of  numbers 
of  new  members  added  to  our  rolls. 
We  admit  it.  We  must  preach  it. 
We  must  remember  it.  BUT,  the 
members  added  to  our  rolls  are  our 
first  concern  as  evangelists.  Unless 
new  life  comes  in,  the  old  passeth 
away.  It  is  deplorable  when  any 
church  goes  for  any  considerable 
period  of  time  without  additions. 

Let  me  say  just"~a  word  about 
new  churches.  New  churches  are 
the  growing  edge  of  Methodism. 
Perhaps  my  view  might  be  a  little 
prejudiced  as  a  pastor  of  a  new 
church,  nevertheless,  hear  me  out. 
A  look  at  the  records  made  by  the 
new  churches  built  in  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  during  the  past 
five  years  or  so  is  enough  to  warm 
the  heart  and  soul  of  any  Christian! 
To  actually  go  on  the  grounds  and 
talk  with  the  people  and  to  see 
what  has  been  done  in  both  a  mat¬ 
erial  and  spiritual  way  is  to  feed 
your  soul  on  manna  from  Heaven. 
Not  only  have  many  Methodists 
been  gathered  up  by  these  Church¬ 
es  who  formerly  had  been  within 
the  fold  but  had  become  lost,  stray¬ 
ed  (and  in  a  few  cases  stolen!)  but 
there  have  been  new  commitments 
to  Christ  by  the  dozens!  Also  there 
is  this  very  significant  factor.  In 
any  church  of  considerable  size, 
say  500  members  plus,  there  are 


some  people  who  consist  of  “buried 
talent”.  There  are  persons  who 
mistakenly  feel  that  they  aren’t 
needed  in  the  large  church.  They 
don’t  offer  their  services.  The  pas¬ 
tor  doesn’t  know  about  their  hid¬ 
den  talent,  for  he  is  no  mind-read¬ 
er,  so  they  may  attehd  or  not  at¬ 
tend  as  the  notion  suits.  They  do  not 
really  feel  a  part  of  their  church, 
for  they  need  to  feel  needed  to  feel 
a  part  of  it.  Let  such  a  person  find 
his/her  way  into  a  new  church  situ¬ 
ation,  and  many  times  it  is  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  that  person.  They  can  see 
things  that  need  doing.  They  give 
themselves,  sometimes  with  even 
wreckless  abandon,  and  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives  find  joy  in  serv¬ 
ing.  True,  they  could  have  been  used 
in  the  large  church.  But  they 
wouldn’t.  In  a  smaller,  new  situation 
where  the  need  is  such  that  they  can 
“see”  it,  they  will. 

Therefore,  it  is  my  contention  in 
any  town  where  there  is  a  situation 
where  membership  of  existing 
Methodist  Churches  exceeds  500/ 
800  per  church,  it  is  high  time  to 
begin  thinking  and  planning,  and 
acting  toward  starting  a  new  con¬ 
gregation.  When  we  do,  let  us  in¬ 
clude  in  or  plans  for  the  new 
Church,  the  responsibility  of  the 
pastor  of  the  “old”  Church  to  see 
to  it  that  some  of  his  BEST  leader¬ 
ship  is  encouraged  to  go  and  be¬ 
come  a  vital  core  and  foundation 
for  that  new  enterprise.  It  is  a 
shame  that  this  has  not  always 
been  done.  Too  often  when  worthy 
leadership  in  the  “old”  Church 
caught  the  vision  of  a  new  enter¬ 
prise  and  gave  themselves  to  it 
they  did  so  without  the  blessing  of 
the  “mother  church.”  May  God 
forgive  us  all! 

Our  chief  business  is  to  win  men 
to  Christ!  May  we  learn  to  be  “all 
things  to  all  men  that  (we)  might 
by  all  means  save  some!” 


Excellent  Money  Raisers 
New  Crop  PECANS 
Pecan  halves  in  I  lb. 
cellophane  bags.  $1.40  In 
quantities  of  25  or  more. 

5  lbs.  unshelled  Pecans 
In  colorful  Mexican  basket. 
$6  ppd.  Send  gift  list— 
we’ll  do  the  rest.  Wrltn 
for  folder  and  prices. 
DEEP  SOUTH  PECAN  CO. 
Dept  R9.  Biloxi.  Mist. 
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SEARCHING  FOR  THE  IDEAL  GIFTS 
GIVE 

TO  GOD  ALONE,  a  historical  novel  of  Bible  times  by  Rev.  Minns 
S.  Robertson,  one  of  our  Ai’ea  pastors,  who  has  written  an  outstand¬ 
ing  story,  portraying  vividly  the  background  in  which  Jesus  grew 
up,  a  fanatical  devotion  “To  God  Alone.” 

They  say: 

"A  new  dimension  to  our  mind  picture  of  the  pre-Christian  era— Many 
powerful  scenes — A  book  you’ll  want  to  own — will  be  happy  for  your  teen¬ 
agers  to  read.”  —  Mrs.  Weldon  Lynch,  Reviewer,  Oakdale,  La. 

“Truly  a  wonderful  book,”  Rev.  Charles  Barbat,  Baptist  Minister, 
Bunkie,  Louisiana 

"The  reader  takes  up  the  cry,  ‘To  God  alone’,”  Henry  Oden,  Reviewer. 

The  TOWN  TALK,  Alexandria,  La. 

"I  shall  recommend  it  to  all  my  friends,”  Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  Housewife, 
Farmerviile,  La. 

TO  GOD  ALONE  is  available  at  $3.00  through  your  local 
bookstore  or  through  the  publisher,  College  Publishing  Co., 
Box  1012,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida.  Order  autographed  copies 
from  the  author,  Minns  S.  Robertson  at  Marksville,  Louisiana. 
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YOUTH  PAGE  CONTINUED 

CAN  YOU  STAND 
JESUS? 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
secret  lust  for  all  to  see.  His  moral 
demands  ferreted  out  the  dark  cor- 
ners  of  compromise  in  their  lives 
and  his  rebuke  made  them  angry 
and  embarrassed.  He  came  to  min¬ 
ister  to  sinners  and  the  pious  Phar¬ 
isaical  souls  couldn’t  reconcile  that 
with  their  idea  of  a  Davidic  messiah. 
His  fairness  and  compassion  for  all 
human  souls  seemed  to  single  out 
their  prejudices  and  lift  them  up 
for  all  to  see  and  condemn.  When  he 
spoke  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
called  men  to  its  citizenship,  they 
found  it  interferred  with  their  prof¬ 
itable  involvement  with  the  material 
kingdom  of  this  world.  He  made 
them  so  uncomfortable,  they  had  to 
do  something  about  it.  They  couldn’t 
get  rid  of  him  in  any  other  way. 
They  reached  the  point  where  they 
were  ready  to  have  him  crucified. 

Jesus  still  makes  people  uncom¬ 
fortable.  He  looks  at  your  youth 
group  and  he  sees  a  clique  trying 
to  run  everything  and  drawing  a 
|  circle  that  shuts  out  the  youth  who 
are  not  a  part  of  the'  clique.  But 
1  he  confounds  you  by  drawing  a 
!  circle  that  includes  all  of  you!  He 
!  silently  stands  by,  but  his  presence 
constitutes  a  moral  challenge  to  us 
in  these  days  when  some  "are  un- 
|  willing  to  extend  freedom  and  first- 
|  class  citizenship  to  others  because 
they  don’t  happen  to  have  a  white 
skin.  And  flying  out  defensively 
against  his  condemnation,  we  fabri¬ 
cate  all  kinds  of  excuses  and  ex¬ 
planations  that  rationalize  our  fail¬ 
ure  to  be  Christian! 

The  only  way  a  young  person  will 
be  able  to  stand  Jesus  is  to  accept 
Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  Then  life 
is  transformed  in  motive  and  deed. 
Then  one  honestly  seeks  to  do  the 
will  of  God  as  Jesus  reveals  it.  Then 
one  accepts  the  condemnation  of 
Jesus  for  our  sins,  knowing  that 
with  judgment  comes  mercy  and 
forgiveness.  In  such  a  situation,  the 
youth  can  hear  the  call  and  heed  it 
to  “stand  up  for  Jesus.” 


HOPE  DISTRICT  PLANS 
INSTITUTE 

Hope  District  M.Y.F.  met  at  the 
Methodist  Church,  Lockesburg, 
Sunday  afternoon,  October  21,  at 
which  time  plans  were  made  for 
the  annual  Mid- Winter  Institute. 

The  meeting  was  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  direction  of  Jackie  Bennett,  dis¬ 
trict  president,  and  Rev.  v  W.  D. 
Golden,  Hope  district  youth  director. 

The  Institute  is  scheduled  for  De¬ 
cember  27-28  at  First  Church,  Tex¬ 


arkana,  with  registration  on  Thurs¬ 
day  morning  at  10:00  a.m.  Tentative 
plans  call  for  adjournment  with  the 
noon  meal  on  Friday. 

Rev.  John  Hassler,  Little  Rock, 
conference  director  of  youth,  will 
be  the  featured  Institute  speaker. 
Plans  also  call  for  discussion  groups 
lead  by  Hope  district  youth  work¬ 
ers. 

Other  items  of  business  discussed 
at  the  business  session  included 
M.Y.  Fund  and  the  conference  youthc 
rally. 


NAMED  BEARDEN 
REPRESENTATIVE  ON 
U.N.  TOUR 

Miss  Freda  Sue  Dial,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Dial,  Bearden, 
has  been  selected  to  represent  the 
Bearden  Methodist  Church  in  the 
, . . . rv..T  Little  Rock  conference 

■  tour  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  New  York,  and 
the  United  Nations, 
November  22-Decem- 
ber  3.  The  Women’s 
Society  of  the  Bearden 
Methodist  Church  is 
sponsoring  Miss  Dial’s 
Freda  Sue  Dial  trip. 

Others  from  Ouach¬ 
ita  county  scheduled  to  make  the 
tour  include  Garrie  Burnham,  Cam¬ 
den,  and  John  White  of  Timothy. 


PRESIDENT 

STRESSES  UNITY  ROLE 
OF  LAYMEN 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  told  laymen  of 
Washington’s  Protestant  churches 
that  through  unity  “in  common 
faith  and  brotherhood”  they  can 
gain  inspiration  for  many  “good 
works.” 

The  President’s  message  was  read 
at  the  second  annual  inter-denomi¬ 
national  dinner  sponsored  by  the 
Washington  Federation  of  Churches 
and  attended  by  more  than  650  lay¬ 
men  from  100  churches  of  20  de¬ 
nominations.  Federal  Judge  Luther 
W.  Youngdahl,  chairman  of  the 
dinner,  said  it  will  become  an  an¬ 
nual  event  in  the  nation’s  capital. 


HOLDS  YOUNGER 
CHURCHES  STRONGEST  IN 
LIQUOR  STAND 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
more  nearly  Christian  way  for  mod¬ 
erns;”  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caradine 
R.  Hooton  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dr.  Hooton,  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance, 
addressed  the  opening  session  of  a 
four-day  School  of  Alcohol  Studies 
for  Methodist  leaders  of  12  north¬ 
eastern  states. 


Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  ex¬ 
cellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices. 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

615  MAIN  STREET 
Little  Rock.  Arkansas 


“Only  those  denominations  whose 
theological  interpretations  and  eth¬ 
ical  principles  were  established  in 
the  first  three  or  four  centuries  still 
hold  to  the  idea  of  moderation  as  a 
solution  to  the  problems  of  drink¬ 
ing,”  Dr.  Hooton  said. 

He  added  that  “it  is  of  great  sig¬ 
nificance”  that  even  within  these 
older  churches  there  are  definite 
movements  for  total  abstinence. 

“That  which  in  days  of  polluted 
water  might  have  been  considered 
a  part  of  the  diet  has,  in  our  times 
of  better  and  cheaper  non-alcoholic 
beverages,  become  no  less  than 
needless  indulgence,”  Dr.  Hooton 
said. 


Newest  colorfast  fabrics 
available.  Wrile  for 
Catalog  A66. 


E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 


Ocean  Springs, 
Mississippi 


5,000  S”  WANTED 

to  sell  Bibles,  Testaments,  good  books, 
handsome  Scripture  mottoes.  Scripture  cal¬ 
endars,  greeting  cards.  Good  commission. 
Send  for  free  catalog  and  price-list. 

'  George  W.  Ndble,  The  Christian  Co. 
Dept  D,  Pontiac  Bldg.,  Chicago,  5,  III. 


“Hell  pay  the  tax 
on  my  ticket” 


If  the  stranger  in  front  of  you  at  the  theater  ticket 
window  told  the  cashier  you’d  pay  his  tax,  you’d 
think  he  was  crazy. 

[Yet  that’s  exactly  what  you’re  doing  every  time 
you  pay  your  income  tax  or  buy  anything  that’s 
federally  taxed-you’re  paying  part  of  other 
people’s  taxes.  These  people  are  the  customers  of 
federal  government  power  plants. 

[Your  taxes  helped  build  the  plants  that  serve  these 
people.  Then  because  customers  of  government 
power  plants  don’t  pay  a  full  share  of  taxes  in  their 
electric  bills,  your  taxes  have  to  be  higher  to  make 
up  the  difference. 


[We  don’t  think  that’s  fair  to  you  cr 
us  or  any  other  taxpayer.  That’s 
why  we  bring  you  this  message. 


/ 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

R?hffni  based  ?n  ‘‘International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
c?wS  f<F  Cnr,‘stl.an  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  18,  1956 
QUALITIES  OF  A  CHRISTIAN 

READ  MATTHEW  5:1-12  and  Luke  6:17-26. 


MEMORY  SELECTION :  Blessed  are  they  whtxhunger 
and  thirst  after  righteousness;  for  they  shall  he  filled. 

— Matthew  5:6 


In  this  the  seventh  of  the  series 
of  thirteen’  lessons  discussing 
“Great  Passages  of  The  Bible,”  we 
are  to  study  “Qualities  Of  A  Chris¬ 
tian”  as  these  qualities  are  found 
in  the  Beatitudes  of  Matthew. 

There  is  found  in  Luke’s  Gospel 
6:17-49  a  passage  of  scripture  which 
contains  many  of  the  truths  Jesus 
taught  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
The  passage  in  Luke,  as  does  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  begins  with 
Beatitudes  and  closes  with  the  par¬ 
able  of  the  houses  built  on  the  rock 
and  sand.  Some  of  the  Beatitudes 
in  Matthew  are  missing  in  Luke. 
The  wording  of  some  of  the  truths 
is  different  and  much  of  the  mater¬ 
ial  in  Matthew’s  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  is  omitted  in  Luke.  There 
is  another  difference  also  in  these 
two  records.  Matthew  says  Jesus 
“Went  up  into  a  mountain”  for  the 
sermon.  Luke  says  He  “stood  in  the 
plain.”  These  may  have  been  re¬ 
ports  of  the  same  sermon  by  differ¬ 
ent  writers  or  they  may  be  reports 
of  two  sermons  with  similar  ma¬ 
terial,  delivered  at  different  times. 

As  is  common  in  the  Bible,  a 
line  of  thought  is  broken  in  the 
division  of  Matthew  into  chapters. 
The  closing  verse  of  the  4th  chap¬ 
ter  of  Matthew  tells  of  a  great  mul¬ 
titude  of  people  from  Galilee,  De- 
capolis,  Jerusalem,  Judea  and  be¬ 
yond  Jordan  who  were  ''following 
Jesus.  This  same  thought  contin¬ 
ues  in  the  1st  two  verses  of  the 
5th  chapter  of  Matthew.  These  two 
verses  read:  “And  seeing  the  mul¬ 
titudes,  he  went  up  into  a  moun¬ 
tain:  and  when  he  was  set,  his  dis¬ 
ciples  came  unto  him:  and  he  open¬ 
ed  his  mouth  and  taught  them,  say¬ 
ing.”  Then  followed  the  Beatitudes. 

Jesus  Begins  His  Public  Ministry 

There  are  those  who  think  that 
this  was  the  first  great  public  ut¬ 
terance  of  Jesus  at  the  beginning 
of  His  ministry.  If  it  was  not  His 
first  sermon,  it  was  near  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  His  public  ministry. 

The  people  of  this  great ,  multi¬ 
tude  were  accustomed  to  reading 
the  scathing  pronouncements  of 
the  prophets.  Many  of  them  likely 
had  heard  John  the  Baptist,  who 
declared  himself  to  be  the  fore-run¬ 
ner  of  the  Messiah,  as  he  cried  in 
the  wilderness,  “O  generation  of 
vipers,  who  hath  warned  you  to 
flee  from  the  wrath  to  come?  Bring 
forth  therefore  fruits  meet  for  re¬ 
pentance  .  .  .  And  now  also  the  axe 
is  laid  unto  the  root  of  the  trees: 
Therefore  every  tree  which  bring- 
eth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn 
down,  and  cast  into  the  fire.” 

As  this  group  of  people  gathered 
about  Jesus  they  must  have  had 
some  misgivings  as  to  what  this 
first  message  of  the  promised  Mes¬ 
siah  would  be  like.  What  must  have 
been  their  feeling  when  this  great¬ 
est  of  teachers  began  His  sermon 
with  repeated  pronouncements  of 


blessings.  It  was  a  very  significant 
thing  for  the  people  of  that  day; 
it  has  been  a  significant  matter  for 
all  succeeding  generations  of  earth 
to  know  that  Jesus  began  His 
earthly  ministry  with  such  an  un¬ 
derstanding  consideration  of  the 
needs,  the  frailties  and  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  human  life. 

The  word  “blessed”,  with  which 
each  Beatitude  begins  is  translat¬ 
ed  “happy”  by  some  of  the  modern 
translators.  The  word  seems  to 
have  a  much  deeper  meaning  than 
happiness  as  we  commonly  think  of 
happiness  today.  Blessed  expresses 
a  state  of  mind  that  exceeds  happi¬ 
ness.  Happiness  usually  depends  on 
immediate,  more  superficial  sur¬ 
roundings.  Blessedness  is  an  inner 
joy,  an  inner  sense  of  well-being 
that  may  exist  in  spite  of  even,  ad¬ 
verse  environments. 

The  Beatitudes,  at  least  some  of 
them,  are  almost  paradoxical  in 
form.  They  constitute  a  revised 
evaluation  of  a  commonly  accepted 
thought  regarding  the  matters  they 
discuss.  They  are  somewhat  akin 
to  other  teachings  of  Jesus  later  in 
this  same  sermon  which  He  pre¬ 
faced  with  the  words,  “It  hath  been 
said  .  .  .  but  I  say  unto  you.” 

The  Beatitudes  of  Matfhew 

Blessed  Are  The  Poor  In  Spirit. 

We  sometimes  become  confused  in 
reading  this  first  of  the  Eeatitudes. 
Jesus  is  not  talking  about  a  poor- 
spirited  man,  a  craven-hearted  per¬ 
son  who  hardly  dares  call  his  soul 
his  own.  The  poor  in  spirit  is  not 
one  who  acts  as  a  kind  of  door 
mat  for  those  with  bolder  tread. 
He  is  no  milk-and-toast  kind  of  a 
character. 

One  poor  in  spirit  does  not  have 
the  pride  of  self-sufficiency.  He 
knows  that  he  needs  help  from  a 
power  outside  himself  and  above 
himself.  He  is  conscious  of  the  need 
for  enriching  his  poor  spirit,  for 
enlarging  his  spiritual  powers. 

In  Luke’s  Gospel  this  Beatitude 
reads,  “Blessed  be  ye  poor,  for 
yours  is  the  kingdom  of  God.”  It 
would  not  be  in  keeping  with  other 
teachings  of  Jesus  to  interpret  this 
statement  as  meaning  that  there  is 
virtue  in  simply  being  poor.  Pov¬ 
erty  often  does  have  a  tendency  to 
keep  us  humble  and  dependent.  It 
is  true  also  that  poverty  often  leads 
to  crime,  bitterness,  rebellion.  The 
secret  to  the  understanding  of  this 
Beatitude  are  the  words  Matthew 
adds  when  he  says  “poor  IN  SPIR¬ 
IT.”  Such  an  individual  may  have 
the  inner  joy  of  knowing  that  he 
is  to  be  a  joint  heir  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God;  rich  in  faith  though 
poor  in  spirit. 

Blessed  Are  They  Thai  Mourn. 

It  is  a  rather  strange,  paradoxical 
statement  to  speak  of  happy  mourn¬ 
ers.  There  should  be  a  deep  sense 


of  joy,  blessedness  in  the  heart  of 
one  who  mourns  or  is  sincerely  sor¬ 
ry  that  he  has  sinned  against  God. 
God’s  promise  is  that  he  shall  be 
comforted.  The  writer  has  seen 
many  people  whose  faces  were  wet 
with  tears  as  they  vicariously  suf¬ 
fered  or  mourned  because  of  the 
sins  of  a  friend  or  loved  one.  There 
is  an  inner  sense  of  blessedness 
in  the  heart  of  anyone  who  can 
sincerely  weep  because  of  his  in¬ 
terest  in  and  love  for  one  who  is 
in  need  of  the  saving  grace  of 
Christ. 

There  are  those  who  follow  the 
exhortation  of  the  apostle  Paul-  and 
“weep  with  them  that  weep.”  There 
is  an  indescribable  sense  of  blessed¬ 
ness  and  peace  that  settles  over  a 
.  life  that  has  been  able  to  share 
the  sorrows  and  misfortune  of  an¬ 
other  and  has  gone  with  them 
through  deep  shadows  and  helped 
them  to  sense  the  reality  of  God’s 
love  in  the  face  of  the  testing  times 
of  life. 

Mourning  brought  on  by  self- 
pity  or  frustrations  born  of  selfish- 
mess  have  no  virtue.  Nevertheless 
the  power  to  feel  a  godly  sorrow 
for  our  own  sins  and  the  power  to 
share  the  sorrow,  the  needs  and  the 
disappointments  of  others  can  bring 
one  of  the  most  blessed,  satisfying 
experiences  of  life. 

Blessed  Are  The  Meek.  In  our 

day,  when  the  world  puts  so  much 
dependence  on  “bigger  and  better” 
guns,  planes,  bombs  and  armies,  it 
is  a  real  test  of  faith  to  talk  of 
the  “meek-  inheriting  the  earth.” 
This  is  true  because  we  commonly 
connect  meekness  with  a  harmless 
weakness.  Webster  gives  a  slightly 
different  definition  of  meekness. 
He  says  to  be  meek  is  to  be  “Mild 
of  temper,  patient  under  injuries, 
longsuffering.” 

We  hardly  think  this  definition 
of  meekness  given  by  Webster  cov¬ 
ers  in  full  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“meek”  as  used  in  the  Bible.  In 
Numbers  12:3  we  are  told  that  “The 
man  Moses  was  very  meek,  above 
all  the  men  which  were  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.”  We  know,  of 
course,  that  there  was  much  in  the 
life  of  Moses  which  we  do  not  now 
commonly  associate  with  the  word 
meek.  There  was  nothing  meek  in 
the  decision  of  Moses  to  turn  his 
back  on  the  riches  and  power  of 
Egypt,  where  he  might  have  been 
an  Egyptian  king,  and  accept  the 
leadership  of  a  band  of  slaves  with 
all  the  hardships,  privations  and 
dangers  involved.  The  word  meek, 
as  we  commonly  use  it,  does  not 
seem  to  fit  Moses  as  he  stands  be¬ 
fore  the  king  of  Egypt  and  de¬ 
mands  freedom  for  the  bondser¬ 
vants  and  slaves  of  the  king.  Moses 
returned  from  the  mountain  with 
the  Ten  Commandments  written  on 
tablets  of  stone.  He  found  the  Is¬ 
raelites  in  gross  idolatry.  The  ac¬ 
tion  of  Moses  on  that  occasion  does 
not  fit  in  with  our  idea  of  meek¬ 
ness.  Moses  was  “Mild  ki  temper, 
patient  under  injuries,  longsuffer¬ 
ing”  but  he  was  more  than  that; 
he  was  a  man  of  positive,  aggres¬ 
sive  action  when  the  occasion  re¬ 
quired  it. 

Jesus  was  the  supreme  example 
of  meekness,  as  He  was  of  all  other 
virtues  of  life.  Nevertheless,  when 
we  view  the  life  of  Jesus  as  a 
whole,  we  recognize  a  towering 
strength  of  life  and  character  com¬ 
pared  with  which  Roman  legions 
were  weak- and  impotent.  It  is  com¬ 
monly  considered  that  Moses,  the 
man  of  meekness,  influenced  the 
world’s  life  more  than  any  other 
man  who  lived  before  the  days  of 


Jesus.  The  Christ,  the  perfect  ex¬ 
ample  of  meeknesst  has  across 
twenty  centuries  been  the  most  in¬ 
fluential,  the  most  powerful  char¬ 
acter  in  world  history.  Moses,  Je¬ 
sus,  Paul  each  has  inherited  the 
earth  as  no  king,  emperor,  poten¬ 
tate  or  Czar  has  ever  done.  Jesus, 
Himself,  is  the  best  proof  of  the 
truthfulness  of  this  Beatitude. 

Blessed  Are  They  Which  Do 
Hunger  And  Thirst  After  Right¬ 
eousness.  There  is  a  deep  sense  of 
satisfaction  in  any  life  that  is  con¬ 
scious  of  a  sincere  desire  for  per¬ 
sonal  righteousness.  It  is  significant 
that  Jesus  does  not  make  Christian 
perfection  a  condition  for  this  ex¬ 
perience  of  blessedness.  Jesus  de¬ 
clares  that  even  a  sincere  hunger 
and  thirst  for  righteousness  brings 
a  state  of  blessedness.  He  gives  ad¬ 
ditional  reason  for  the  inner  joy 
that  comes  from  a  search  for  God 
by  the  promise  that  such  a  search 
will  be  rewarded  by  finding  and 
receiving  the  thing  for  which  we 
search. 

Elessed  Are  The  Merciful.  This 
statement  is  not  so  surprising  as 
some  of  the  Beatitudes.  It  seems 
to  follow  more  closely  what  _  we 
might  expect  from  a  given  attitude. 

was  Shakespeare  who  said  of  a 
deed  of  mercy,  “It  js  twice  blest;  it 
blesses  him  who  gives  and  him  who 
takes.” 

What  do  we  mean  by  being  mer¬ 
ciful?  It  is  not  pity  or  sympathy.  It 
is  a  willingness  to  Kelp  those  who 
need  our  help  even  though  we 
know  they  do  not  really  deserve 
help.  Mercy,  we  say,  is  the  “un¬ 
merited  favor  of  God.”  So  we  show 
mercy  where  a  Christian  attitude 
calls  for  mercy.  We  may  be  merci- 
ful_in  the  words  we  speak  concern¬ 
ing  others;  we  may  be  merciful  in 
what  we  do  in  relation  to  others. 
We  may  be  ifiorciful  even  in  our 
attitudes  toward  others.  An  exer¬ 
cise  of  mercy  leads  us  to  go  beyond 
what  is  normally  expected  of  us  in 
relation  to  those  who  may  be  unde¬ 
serving. 

Blessed  Are  The  Pure  In  Heart. 

We  are  pure  in  heart  when  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  prompt  our  actions  and 
the  desires  of.  our  lives  are  in  ac¬ 
cord  with  God’s  will.  Purity  of 
h^art  does  not  necessarily  mean 
perfection  of  life.  When  motives, 
desires,  purposes  are  pure  God  can 
reveal  Himself  to  us  in  a  way  that 
is  impossible  under  other  circum¬ 
stances. 

Blessed  Are  The  Peacemakers.  A 

man  may  be  happy — blessed  because 
he  has  made  peace  between  him¬ 
self  and  Gcd.  He  may  be  happy  if 
he  has  made  peace  between  himself 
'  and  another  with  whom  he  has  had 
differences.  There  is,  a  deep  sense 
of  satisfaction  which  comes  to  one 
who  has  been  able  to  make  peace 
between  other  parties  who  have 
had  difficulties.  One  who  is  a 
peacemaker  jn  community  life  is  a 
highly  desirable  citizen.  Peace  bet¬ 
ween  people,  communities  or  na¬ 
tions  does  not  just  happen.  It  re¬ 
quires  a  peace  MAKER  to  really 
preserve  peace-  in.  any  situation  of 
life.  The  world  honors  its  warriors; 
God  honors  the  peacemakers. 

Blessed  Are  They  Which  Are 
Persecuted.  Before  we  presume  to 
claim  the  blessings  promised  in  this 
Beatitude,  let  us  be  sure  that  the 
difficulties  we  encounter  are  for 
righteousness’  sake  instead  of  a 
stubborn  will,  a  misguided  zeal  or 
a  spirit  of  intollerance. 
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CENTENARY 

COLLEGE 

ENROLLMENT 

INCREASING 

Both  total  enrollment  and  aver¬ 
age  academic  hours  per  student  are 
on  the  increase  in  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege’s  evening  division. 

Figures  just  released  by  Edgar 
Burks,  director  of  the  evening  divi¬ 
sion,  show  that  there  are  1,034  stu¬ 
dents  enrolled  in  the'  night  school 
this  semester.  This  total  includes 
763  who  are  taking  only  night  school 
courses  and  275  who  are  taking 
courses  in  both  the  day  and  evening 
divisions. 

Mr.  Burks  said  those  students  en¬ 
rolled  in  both  the  day  and  evening 
division  are  taking  an  average  of 
3.70  academic  hours  in  the  evening 
division.  Those  enrolled  only  in  the 
night  school  are  averaging  4.40  ac¬ 
ademic  hours  each,  or  approximate¬ 
ly  one  and  one-half  three-hour 
courses  per  person. 

The  night  school  director  observed 
that  there  were  678  evening  school 
students  last  fall  from  Shreveport 
and  surrounding  communities.  This 
year  there  are  725  from  that  area. 
The  remainder  of  the  night  school 
population  is  made  up  of  military 
personnel  from  Barksdale  Air  Force 
Base  near  Shreveport.  However, 
Burks  said,  the  Barksdale  popula¬ 
tion  at  Centenary  fluctuates  from 
30  to  225  per  semester,  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  total  is  about  40. 

The  total  class  card  population, 
as  indicated  by  the  number  of  seats 
occupied  each  week  in  the  evening 
school,  is  1,500.  This  bears  out  the 
fact  that  many  students  are  enrolled 
for  more  than  one  course. 

The  department  having  the  largest 
night  school  enrollment  is  the  com¬ 
merce  department,  headed  by  Dr. 
W.  W.  Pate.  Students  enrolled  in 
this  department  are  taking  such 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


BISHOP  AND  MRS.  MARTIN 
WILL  BE  HONORED 

A  reception  honoring  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  and 
given  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  welcoming  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Martin  back  io  the 
Area  for  the  1956-60  quadren- 
nium,  will  be  held  at  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District  Parsonage,  1818 
Texas  Avenue,  in  Alexandria, 
November  28,  7:00-9:30  p.m. 
i  All  Louisiana  Methodists  and 
their  friends  are  invited. 


General  Board  Leader 
At  Special  Session 

Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  Chicago  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  of  the  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations  will  be  one  of  the 
speakers  and  resource  leaders  a l  the 
special  session  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  scheduled  for  Thursday,  No¬ 


/i.  uuul,£jX  ward 


Munholland ,  New  Orleans  Sponsors 
Resettlement  of  Dutch  Refugee 


HENDRIK  SIMON  VAN  VELZEN 


vember  29,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria. 

The  special  session  authorized  by 
the  last  regular  session  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Boards  of  Temperance, 
World  Peace,  and  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Relations,  and  is  being  called 
the  “Conference  on  Citizenship”. 

All  ministers  as  well  as  lay  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  last  regular  annual  ses¬ 
sion  are  expected  to  attend. 

In  his  announcement  last  week  of 
the  Conference,  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Paragraph  627  of  the  1952  Discipline 
of  The  Methodist  Church  states  the 
“special  session  shall  be  composed 
of  the  ministerial  members  of  the 
Annual  Conference  and  of  the  lay 
members  elected  for  the  previous 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference.” 


Hosston  Church 
Dedicated 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  assisted  by 
Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport  district 
superintendent,  and  Rev.  E.  A. 
Keasler,  Hosston,  conducted  serv¬ 
ices  of  dedication  for  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Hosston,  Sunday  evening, 
October  28. 

The  building  was  presented  for 
dedication  by  H.  C.  McKinney,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Hosston  Church'  Board 
of  Trustees. 

Several  gifts  to  the  Church  were 
presented  for  dedication  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Hosston  M.Y.F.  John 
Dominick  and  Sally  McFarland  pre¬ 
sented  a  Bible,  altar  cross,  and 
candle  sticks,  and  a  pair  of  brass 
urns.  The  Bible  was  a  gift  of  Rev. 
James  R.  Woodward,  the  cross  and 
candle  sticks  of  M.Y.F.  members  and 
urns  of  Wallace  Jolley  in  memory  of 
his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Jolley,  Grandparents  of  Sally  Mc- 


Hendrik  Simon  van  Velzen,  for¬ 
merly  of  Deventer,  Holland,  is  now 
enjoying  his  first  experience  in  the 
United  States  as  an  employee  of 
Ben  Moreland  on  the  Moreland 
dairy  farm  at  Powhatan,  Louisiana. 
This  is  his  story. 

Born  in  Tegal,  Indonesia,  the  son 
of  Dutch  Protestant  parents,  “Hen¬ 
ry”  van  Velzen  grew  up  on  a  sugar 
plantation,  where  his  father  was  a 
chemical  enginner.  His  education  at 
the  Primary  School  in  Slawi,  Indo¬ 
nesia,  was  interrupted  in  1942  when 
the  Japanese  captured  his  country. 
He  and  his  family  lived  the  war 
years  in  several  Japanese  camps, 
and  in  one  of  these  his  father  died. 

When  Indonesia  was  repatriated 
in  1946,  Henry  and  his  family  moved 
to  the  Dutch  homeland,  where  he 
continued  his  secondary  education, 
and  attended  the  Tropical  Agricul¬ 
tural  College  in  Deventer,  studying 
several  branches  of  tropical  agri¬ 
culture. 

Because  of  employment  problems 
in  Holland  and  his  interest  in  Amer¬ 
ican  agriculture,  he  applied  to  the 
Immigration  Division  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  Through  this 
organization,  he  contacted  the  Mun¬ 
holland  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  whose  Commission 
on  Missions  was  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  an  immigrant  to  the  United 
States.  Through  the  help  of  Rev. 
D.  W.  Poole,  pastor  of  the  church! 
and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Holloway,  chairman 
of  the  Commission  on  Missions,  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made  for  Henry’s 
arrival  and  employment. 

He  arrived  in  New  Orleans  on  Oc¬ 
tober  3  and  began  to  work  on  Oc¬ 
tober  9.  At  present  he  works  on 
the  dairy  farm  at  Powhatan,  and 
lives  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  More¬ 
land  and  their  family.  The  More¬ 
lands,  members  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Natchitoches,  once 
belonged  to  the  Munholland  Church. 

The  Munholland  Church  assumes 
responsibility  for  Henry’s  welfare 
and  employment  opportunities  for 
two  years,  and  also  takes  the  lead¬ 
ership  in  his  spiritual  development. 
Such  a  project  gives  Henry  new  and 
widening  advantages  not  possible  in 
his  native  country,  and  provides  for 
the  Munholland  church  community 
new  areas  of  service. 


Farland. 

Special  music  at  the  service  in¬ 
cluded  a  violin  solo  by  James  R. 
Lee. 

Rev.  James  R.  Woodward,  Greens- 
burg,  pastor  of  the  Hosston  Church 
during  its  construction,  was  present 
for  the  service  and  delivered  the 
benediction. 

The  Hosston  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1912,  with  Rev.  F.  J.  McCoy, 
a  student  of  Centenary  College,  as 
first  pastor.  The  first  church  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  in  1916.  The  new 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Wesley  Foundation 
Association 
Organizes 

Louisiana  Leader 
Named  Treasurer  Of 
Foundation  Workers 

The  Methodist  Church  has  a  new 
organization  —  the  Association  of 
Wesley  Foundations  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Also,  another  Methodist  organiza¬ 
tion  has  a  new  name.  The  Methodist 
Student  Workers’  Association  has 
changed  its  name  to  the  Association 
of  College  and  University  Ministers 
of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Both  actions  were  taken  at  the 
fifth  biennial  Methodist  Student 
Workers’  Seminar,  October  25-29, 
in  Nashville. 

New  officers  for  the  Association 
of  College  and  University  Ministers 
are  president,  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Sanks,  Iowa  City,  la.;  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Hopkinson,  Jr.,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  secretary,  Miss  Lillian  K. 
Hay,  Hammond,  La.;  and  treasurer, 
the  Rev.  James  S.  Leslie,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Two  purposes  of  the  Association 
of  Wesley  Foundations  are: 

1.  To  determine,  clarify,  develop 
and  promote  the  distinctive  institu¬ 
tional  interests  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dations. 

2.  To  provide  channels  within 
which  common  concerns  may  be  dis¬ 
cussed  and  expressed  to  the  whole 
church. 

A  Wesley  Foundation  is  The 
Methodist  Church  at  work  at  a  state 
or  independent  college  or  univer¬ 
sity. 

The  name,  Association  of  College 
and  University  Ministers  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  was  chosen  by 
the  Methodist  Student  Workers’  As¬ 
sociation  because  it  was  thought  to 
be  more  descriptive  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  responsibilities  of  the 
members. 


Urge  "Revitalized" 
Rural  Churches 

Strong  pleas  that  U.  S.  rural 
churches  be  “revitalized”  instead  of 
closed  down  because  of  population 
shifts  were  sounded  recently  before 
sessions  of  the  National  Convocation 
of  the  Church  in  Town  and  Country, 
held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  under  the 


Temperance  Board 
Begins  Information 
Service 

Washington,  D.  C.  (MI) — A  new 
biweekly  information  service,  called 
Contact,  is  announced  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Temperance. 

Designed  especially  for  Methodist 
annual  conference  chairmen  and 
district  secretaries  of  temperance^ 
as  well  as  general  church  officials, 
the  first  issue  is  dated  November  5. 

Contact  is  not  a  publication,  but 
a  concise,  four-section  document  in¬ 
tended  to  fit  a  looseleaf  binder  for 
permanent  filing. 

The  four  regular  sections  will  in¬ 
clude: 

— A  report  on  legislative  action, 
and  national  and  regional  trends 
relative  to  beverage  alcohol  prob¬ 
lems. 

— Program  ideas  for  churches  and 
temperance  leaders. 

— Resource  information,  including 
reviews  of  books,  pamphlets  and 
audio-visuals  in  the  temperance 
field. 

— Questions  and  answers. 

“Our  aim  is  to  provide  a  ready 
filing  system  of  factual  information 
and  suggestions  for  temperance 
workers,”  said  Dr.  Caradine  R. 
Hooton,  general  secretary  of  the 
board. 

He  said  the  service,  including  a 
binder,  is  being  sent  free  to  district 
directors  and  conference  chairmen 
of  temperance  boards  and,  upon  re¬ 
quest,  to  bishops  and  district  super¬ 
intendents. 

Contact  also  will  be  available  by 


overdue  re-churching”  in  these 
aegis  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  O.  Comfort, 
executive  director  of  the  NCC  Town 
and  Country  Church  Department, 
called  for  a -halt  to  the  closing  of 
rural  churches. 

“The  time  has  come  for  us  to  re¬ 
assess  and  critically  evaluate  the 
process  we  have  been  using  in  clos¬ 
ing  churches,”  he  declared.  “Too 
often  people  are  left  without  re¬ 
ligious  leadership  when  it  is  closed'” 
He  said  that  country  churches  have 
been  shutting  down  at  the  rate  of 
about  100  a  year  for  the  past  several 
years. 

Dr.  Mark  Dawber,  Long  Beach, 
N.Y.,  veteran  rural  church  move¬ 
ment  leader,  called  for  the  “long 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


subscription. 


SMU  TRUSTEES  NAME  OFFICERS 

Dallas,  (MI)  —  Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith  of  Houston,  was  re-elected  for 
four  years  as  chairman  of  Southern  Methodist  University  s  Board  of 
Trustees  at  the  board’s  regular  fall  session  held  here  Thursday,  Nov.  1. 

More  than  50  trustees  and  members  of  the  boards  executive  com- 
mittee  from  eight  states  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  The  Methodist 
Church,  which  owns  and  operates  the  university,  ^nded  fm£ n  g 
long  session  on  the  campus.  Trustees  elected  Layton  W.  Bailey  of  Dallas, 
as  secretary,  and  Eugene  McElvaney  of  Dallas,  as  vice  chairman  of  the 
board  and  chairman  of  its  executive  committee.  Bailey  is  also  busmess 

manager  of  the  university.  ,  .  u. 

Bishop  Smith  was  honored  at  a  coffee  marking  his  67th  birthday.  He 
was  born  in  Elgin,  Texas.  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  of  Dallas,  praised 
Bishop  Smith  for  his  work  in  behalf  of  the  school  and  the  church.  Bish  p 
Smith  presides  over  the  Houston-San  Antonio  Area,  The  Methodist  Church, 
and  Bishop  Martin  over  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area.  o 

SMU  President  Willis  M.  Tate  in  a  report  to  the  board  told  of  the  new 
$100,000  swimming  pool  to  be  built  in  Perkins  Gymnasium  on  the  campus. 
This  pool  will  be  completed  probably  by  February,  he  said. 

Board  members  unanimously  elected  51  members  to  the  school  s  board 
of  development  for  three  year  terms.  Also  elected  were  the  executive 
committee’s  18  members,  including  B.  T.  Fooks,  Camden,  Ark.,  and  Floyd 

James  of  Ruston,  La.  . 

Mann  was  elected  chairman  of  the  23-member  committee  on  finance 
and  development.  Other  members  include  Floyd  James  of  Ruston,  La., 
and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Named  to  Head  Higher  Education 

Emphasis 


DR.  JOHN  O.  GROSS 


Scarritt  Installs 
New  President 

Dr.  Foye  G.  Gibson  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  fourth  president  of  Scarritt 
College  for  Christian  Workers, 
Nashville,  October  30. 

Dr.  Gibson  had  been  serving  as 
president  since  July  1,  when  he  suc¬ 
ceeded^  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hugh  C.  Stuntz, 
who  reached  the  retirement  age. 

More  than  130  institutions  and 
agencies  NDf  The  Methodist  Church 
were  represented  at  the  inaugura¬ 
tion.  Dr.  A.  Hollis  Edens,  president 
of  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.  C., 
gave  the  inaugural  address. 

Dr.  Gibson  was  president  of  Em¬ 
ory  and  Henry  College,  Emory,  Va., 
from  1941  until  being  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  Scarritt.  A  native  of  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  he  is  a  ministerial  member 
of  the  Holston  Conference  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  He  has  served 
churches  in  that  conference  and  in 
Poland. 

Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers  is  the  only  school  owned  by 
the  General  Conference  of  The 
Methodist  Church  specializing  in  the 
advanced  preparation  of  young  men 
and  women  for  full-time  service  in 
the  unordained  ministry  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  Since  1940,  Scar¬ 
ritt  has  had  a  part  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  more  than  40  per  cent  of 
all  personnel  commissioned  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

Boaz  Hall 
Dedicated 

Dallas— More  than  400  Southern 
Methodist  University  trustees,  fac¬ 
ulty  members,  officials  and  their 
wives  joined  Thursday,  Nov.  1,  to 
honor  retired  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Hiram  Abiff  Boaz  with  a  luncheon 
and  ceremonies  dedicating  Boaz 
hall,  the  new  nearly  $1,000,000  men’s 
dormitory. 

One  highlight  occurred  when  Dr. 
Willis  M.  Tate,  SMU  president,  pre¬ 
sented  Mrs.  Boaz  a  bronze  plaque 
duplicating  the  stone  dedication 
plaque  on  the  dormitory.  It  read: 

“Boaz  Hall  named  in  honor  of 
Hiram  Abiff  Boaz,  A.  M.,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,  Bishop  of  the  Methodist 
church,  president  of  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University,  1920-1922,  its  bene¬ 
factor,  untiring  friend  and  counselor 
and  Caroline  Browne  Boaz,  his  de¬ 
voted  and  beloved  wife,  whose  lives 
endure  as  an  example  and  inspira- 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — The  Rev. 
Dr.  John  O.  Gross,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
has  been  elected  director  of  The 
Methodist  Church’s  Commission  on 
Christian  Higher  Education. 

The  commission  will  direct  a  four- 
year,  church-wide  ‘effort  to  expand 
and  strengthen  the  denomination’s 
program  of  Christian  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  It  will  have  national  head¬ 
quarters  in  Nashville. 

The  effort  in  behalf  of  Christian 
higher  education  is  one  of  two  main 
emphases  of  The  Methodist  Church 
for  the  1956-60  quadrennium.  The 
other  is  an  endeavor  to  strengthen 
the  programs  of  the  denomination’s 
approximately  40,000  local  churches. 
The  two  efforts  make  up  the 
church’s  “Quadrennial  Emphasis,” 
voted  by  the  1956  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  supreme  legislative  body  of 
the  church. 

Dr.  Gross  has  been  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Methodist  Division  of 
Educational  Institutions  since  1948 
and  will  continue  in  that  capacity. 

The  new  director  was  elected  Oc¬ 
tober  .31  in  Cincinnati  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  church-wide, 
137-member  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Higher  Education. 

Three  associates  to  the  director 
will  be  named  later,  Dr.  Gross  said. 

A  total  of  117  colleges,  universi¬ 
ties,  seminaries,  and  other  schools 
are  related  to  the  Methodist  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Educational  Institutions. 

The  church-wide  commission  will 
work  with  commissions  on  Christian 
higher  education  of  the  various 
Methodist  annual  conferences  in  the 
effort  to  strengthen  Methodist  edu¬ 
cational  institutions.  The  desired  re¬ 
sult  for  the  institutions  is  high  aca¬ 
demic  standards,  efficiency,  perma¬ 
nence,  and  support  of  Christian 
ideals. 

No  nation-wide  campaign  for 
funds  is  contemplated.  The  annual 
conferences  are  expected  to  estab¬ 
lish  procedures  whereby  Methodists 
will  give  annually  at  least  one  dollar 
each  for  support  of  the  church’s  col¬ 
leges  and  30  cents  for  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dations,  which  serve  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  on  non-Methodist  campuses. 


Call  To 
Prayer  Issued 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (MI) — In  view  of 
the  present  critical  world  situation, 
a  call  to  prayer  has  been  issued 
through  the  channels  of,the  World- 
Wide  Prayer  Life  Movement  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Prayer  leaders  are  being  contact¬ 
ed  in  many  countries,  including 
Egypt,  England,  Jordan,  Japan,  Can¬ 
ada,  Formosa,  and  Australia. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Garruth,  Nash¬ 
ville,  fields  secretary  of  the  prayer 
movement,  which  is  a  project  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  here. 

“The  time  has  come,”  said  Mr. 
Carruth,  “for  every  praying  person 
in  the  world  to  exercise  his  faith  and 
thus  give  God  the  opportunity  to 
bring  peace  in  our  world.” 

“I  suggest  that  we  pray  and  write 
letters  Ho  the  key  men  in  world 
situations,”  Mr.  Carruth  said.  “Let 
us  tell  them  we  are  praying  that 
they  may  receive  God’s  wisdom  be- 
cause  their  decisions  are  so  vital 
for  world  peace.” 


tion  to  the  young  men  and  women 
of  this  university.” 
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Mission  Churches  More  Active  Than 
American  Congregations 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS) — Church¬ 
es  in  the  mission  field  are  way 
ahead  of  American  congregations 
in  attendance  at  services,  steward¬ 
ship  and  race  relations,  Dr.  Eugene 
L.  Smith  of  New  York  said  here. 

Dr.  Smith,  a  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  de¬ 
livered  the  Fondern  lectures  at 
Scarritt  College. 

“Some  observers,  talk  pessimisti¬ 
cally  about  great  difficulties  facing 
missions,”  he  said.  “But  those  diffi¬ 
culties  are  signs  that  the  Church  is 


Says  Alcoholics  Come 
From  Disturbed  Homes 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— An 
estimated  60  per  cent  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  four  million  alcoholics  come 
from  disturbed  or  insecure  homes, 
some  100  Methodist  temp^t-ance 
leaders  were  told  here. 

Dr.  George  T.  Harding,  president 
of  the  Harding  Sanitarium  in 
Worthington,  O.,  gave  the  figure  at 
a  four-day  School  of  Alcohol  Stud¬ 
ies. 

Male  alcoholics  outnumber  wom¬ 
en  six-to-one,  he  informed  lay  and 
ministerial  representatives  from  a 
12-state  area. 

Citing  a  recent  survey,  Dr.  Hard¬ 
ing  also  reported  that  56  per  cent 
of  the, teenagers  of  90  communities 
said  tfoey  got  their  first  drink  in 
their  own  homes. 

“Preventive  education  among 
young  people  should  be  our  major 
concern,”  he  said.  “The  only  cure 
for  alcoholism  is  not  to  drink.” 

Dr.  Harding  said  the  five  million 
arrests  for  drunkenness  last  year 
"shows  that  a  man  addicted  to  alco¬ 
hol  cannot  be  temperate.” 

William  H.  Veale,  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  president  of  the  National 
Foundation  for  Highway  Safety,  said 
that  70  per  cent  of  all  highway  ac¬ 
cidents  are  “liquor  related”. 

He  said  a  majority  of  the  drivers 
involved  were  “drinking  rather  than 
drunken.” 

Another  speaker,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
J.  Shipp  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  declared 
that  too  many  churches  look  upon 
alcoholics  as  “untouchables”. 

“The  church  is  a  place  of  refuge 
and  its  job  is  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  alcoholics  and  work  patiently  at 
the  long  task  of  rehabilitating 
them,”  he  said. 

“You  don’t  help  an  alcoholic  by 
preaching,  scolding  or  by  scaring 
him — and  certainly  not  by  ignoring 
him.  You  must  first  try  to  under¬ 
stand  him,  convince  him  you  are  a 
friend,  and  then  be  ready  to  step 
in  when  he  reaches  a  point  where 
he  wants  to  be  helped.” 


Judge  Bars  Testimony 
From  Sect  Member 

Montreal  (RNS)  —  A  Superior 
Court  judge  ruled  here  that  testi¬ 
mony  may  not  be  accepted  from 
®  witness  who  does  not  believe  in 
heaven  and  hell. 

Justice  Claude  Prevost  dismissed 
®  damage  action  brought  by  Mrs. 
Noella  Lauzon  against  Lucien  Le- 
maire.  The  judge  declared  he  could 
n°t  permit  Mrs.  Lauzon  to  give 
evidence  under  oath  because  she 
belongs  to  a  religious  sect,  La 
Mission  de  L’Espirit  Saint  (The 
Mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost),  which 
hoes  not  accept  the  belief  of  re¬ 
ward  or  punishment  after  death. 

Mrs.  Lauzon  had  petitioned  for 
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progressing,  because  a  vital  Church 
draws  out  demonic,  evil  opposition. 

“We  are  on  the  threshold  of  a 
new  era  in  which  the  Church  truly 
will  become  a  world  Church,  and 
not  merely  a  Church  strong  only 
in  North  Europe  and  North  Am¬ 
erica.” 

He  said  the  Church  in  Africa, 
Asia,  Latin  America  and  island 
areas  is  “becoming  stronger  and 
will  cut  across  barriers  and  cul¬ 
tures  and  join  all  people  of  Christ 
in  a  cooperative  move  for  Him.” 

Dr.  Smith  said  a  “significant  mis¬ 
sions  idea”  has  spread  over  the 
past  five  years  that  congregations 
on  the  mission  field  should  send 
missionaries  to  other  countries. 

“So  the  Philippines  receive  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  United  States 
and  send  missionaries  to  Okinawa; 
Malaya  sends  missionaries  to  Bor¬ 
neo  and  India  sends  them  to  Afri¬ 
ca,”  he  explained. 

There  are  some  static,  stagnant 
churches  in  the  mission  field,  the 
Methodist  official  said,  but  the 
proportion  of  attendance  among 
members  generally  is  higher  there 
than  in  the  United  States. 


Geneva  (RNS) — Dr.  Leslie  Cooke, 
director  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Interchurch 
Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees,  said 
here  the  agency  had  assured  the 
Austrian  government  that  it  was 
ready  to  transport  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing  to  victims  of  the  revolt  in 
Hungary  who  had  escaped  across 
the  border. 

He  also  disclosed  that  the  agency 
was  seeking  ways  to  get  relief  to 
the  churches  and  people  within 
Hungary  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
said  that  no  direct  word  had  been 
received  from  World  Council  con¬ 
tacts  in  Hungary. 

Arthur  Foster,  a  senior  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  division,  said  in  a 
telephone  call  from  Vienna  that  he 
was  working  closely  with  Hilfs- 
werk,  relief  agency  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Church  #  in  Germany,  whose 
agents  are  stationed  at  the  border. 
Hilfswerk  has  already  sent  a  ship¬ 
ment  of  medical  supplies  to  Austria 
to  aid  the  Hungarian  refugees  and 
is  cooperating  with  the  Austrian 
Red  Cross. 

Austrian  Protestants,  Mr.  Foster 
said,  held  special  prayer  services 
for  the  refugees  at  which  requests 


$1,753  in  damage  against  Mr.  Le- 
maire,  charging  that  she  suffered  a 
broken  ankle  April  28,  1952,  as  a 
result  of  the  defendant’s  alleged 
negligence  in  not  repairing  a  step 
at  his  house,  where  she  was  a  ten¬ 
ant. 

Under  questioning  from  Justice 
Prevost,  Mrs.  Lauzon  said  she  “be¬ 
lieved  in  telling  the  truth  under 
oath,”  but  that  her  religion,  while 
accepting  the  existence  of  a  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  did  not  hold  with  the 
conception  of  heaven  and  hell. 

The  judge  said  the  appellant 
could  not  give  testimony  because 
she  could  not  be  sworn;  and  she 
could  not  be  sworn  because  “to  be 
sworn,  one  must  affirm  not  only  a 
belief  in  God,  but  also  in  reward 
and  punishment  after  death.” 


Sees  Young  Protestant 
Churches  Leading 
Anti-Liquor  Fight 

Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS)— Some 
100  Methodist  leaders  from  a  12- 
state  area  were  told  here  that  the 
“relatively  young”  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  are  leading  the  fight 
against  alcoholic  beverages. 

Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance, 
made  the  statement  at  the  opening 
session  of  a  four-day  School  of  Al¬ 
coholic  Studies. 

“One  cannot  escape  the  fact  that 
denominations  whose  philosophies 
have  been  formulated  within  the 
last  300  or  400  years  are  unanimous¬ 
ly  of  the  conviction  that  total  ab¬ 
stinence  is  the  wiser  and  more  near¬ 
ly  Christian  way  for  moderns,”  Dr. 
Hooton  said. 

“Only  those  denominations  whose 
theological  interpretations  and  eth¬ 
ical  principles  were  established  in 
the  first  three  or  four  centuries  still 
hold  to  the  idea  of  moderation  as  a 
solution  to  the  problems  of  drink¬ 
ing.” 

Dr.  Hooton  said  “it  is  of  great  sig¬ 
nificance”  that  even  within  these 
older  churches  there  are  definite 
movements  for  total  abstinence. 


were  made  for  gifts  in  cash  and 
relief  goods  for  the  victims. 

It  was  also  disclosed  here  that 
Lutheran  World  Federation  had  of¬ 
fered  its  assistance  to  the  victims, 
that  Church  World  Service,  relief 
agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  had  sent  an  initial  gift 
of  $5,000  for  this  purpose,  and  that 
the  British  Council  of  Churches’ 
Interchurch  Aid  and  Refugee  Serv¬ 
ice  Department  had  offered  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  World  Council  in 
its  relief  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
refugees. 

Three  top  leaders  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  in  a  joint 
statement,  called  on  the  agency’s 
member  Churches  to  pray  for  di¬ 
vine  guidance  to  achieve  justice 
and  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  statement  was  signed  by 
Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry  of  New 
York,  president  of  the  United  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  in  America,  and  Dr. 
Ernest  A.  Payne  of  London,  general 
secretary  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
England  and  Ireland,  chairman  and 
vice-chairman  respectively  of  the 
council’s  Central  Committee,  and 
Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  ’t  Hooft,  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  general  secretary. 


intendent  of  Dade  County  public 
schools  said  in  an  interview  he  will 
ask  the  county  school  board  to  take 
action  demonstrating  that  it  recog¬ 
nizes  the  importance  of  religious 
training. 

The  statement  by  Supt.  W.  R. 
Thomas  was  not  connected  with  a 
guidebook  on  the  teaching  of  spir¬ 
itual  and  moral  principles  in 
schools  released  by  the  State  Edu¬ 
cation  Dept. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  didn’t  think 
public  schools  should  offer  religion 
or  Bible  courses  because  they  could 
not  be  free  of  some  sectarianism. 

But,  he  urged,  “the  school  system 
could  encourage  young  people  to 


Theology  Growing 
Among  Laymen 

Dickson,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  Con¬ 
tinued  intense  interest  in  the 
Bible  and  increased  interest  in 
theology  on  the  part  of  laymen 
are  among  the  major  religious 
trends  of  the  past  ten  years,  Dr. 
Harold  DeWolf  of  the  Boston 
University  school  of  theology 
said  here. 

He  spoke  to  deans  of  Metho-' 
dist  pastors’  schools  meeting  at 
Montgomery  Bell  State  Park. 

Dr.  DeWolf  also  noted  that 
“extreme  controversy”  among 
theologians  has  given  way  to  “a 
mood  of  mediation  and  commu¬ 
nications  and  conciliation.” 

“It  was  only  a  few  years  ago 
that  theologians  couldn’t  under¬ 
stand  each  other  and  didn’t  want 
to,”  he  said. 

The  new  interest  of  theologians 
in  missions  and  evangelism,  Dr. 
DeWolf  said,  has  taught  them 
“they  must  talk  in  terms  their 
listeners  will  understand  when 
they  go  into  non-theological  cir¬ 
cles.” 

He  said  the  Bible  occupies  a 
place  of  greatly  enhanced  es¬ 
teem  and  influence,  even  over 
that  of  previous  years. 

“In  colleges  elective  courses  in 
Bible  are  gaining,  particularly 
those  courses  having  to  do  with 
the  Bible’s  message,”  the  theo¬ 
logian  said.  “There’s  a  new  and 
increasing  hunger  for  real  Bibli¬ 
cal  learning.” 


Attacks  Sullivan  For 
Presley  Appearances 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.  (RNS) — A  Roman 
Catholic  official  here  charged  that 
the  $50,000  paid  Elvis  Presley  for 
appearing  on  the  Ed  Sullivan  TV 
show  was  “the  highest  fee  ever  ex¬ 
pended  for  the  outright  seduction 
of  youth.”  * 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Shannon, 
Syracuse  diocesan  director  of  music, 
radio  and  TV,  said  the  “Presley  in¬ 
fluence”  was  a  “plague,  a  threat  to 
tomorrow’s  youth.” 

In  a  front-page  editorial  in  The 
Catholic  Sun,  Father  Shannon  ex¬ 
pressed  regret  that  Mr.  Sullivan 
had  strayed  from  a  “program  of 
wholesome  family  entertainment.” 

“We  do  not  wonder  that  he  chose 
not  to  answer  our  letter  after  Pres¬ 
ley’s  first  appearance,”  he  said. 
“Ours  would  undoubtedly  be  the 
faintest  protest  in  a  deluge  of  com¬ 
plimentary  fan-mail.  .  .” 


take  such  courses  in  their  own 
churches  or  synagogues.  I  think  the 
schools  could  give  the  young  people 
factual  examinations  —  not  sectar¬ 
ian  ones  —  and  then  grant  school 
credit  for  the  courses.” 

He  said  his  plan  was  a  way  of 
showing  young  people  that  schools 
respect  religion. 

While  the  teaching  of  religion  is 
the  job  of  the  home  and  church, 
the  function  of  the  schools  is  to 
support  the  home  and  church,  Mr. 
Thomas  said. 

“I  believe  we  can  teach  recogni¬ 
tion  and  respect  for  the  right  of 
each  individual  child  to  have  religi¬ 
ous  training,”  he  said.  “If  the 
country  ever  runs  aground  it  will 
be  because  of  lack  of  character.” 
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World  Council  Offers  Aid  To  Revolt  Victims 


School  Superintendent  Asks  Recognition 

Of  Reli  gion 

Miami,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  The  super- 


yitortdii: 

c54  thankful  l Attitude  Reward.  Life ' 

THANKFULNESS  is  an  attitude  toward  life.  It  finds  its  out¬ 
ward  expression  in  a  multitude  of  ways,  a  spoken  word  a 
written  acknowledgment,  a  sense  of  indebtedness,  a  devotion 
in  service,  but  always  traceable  to  an  inner  attitude  toward  God 
or  the  universe,  or  man,  or  all  three.  ’ 

One  of  the  great  dangers  of  living  in  our  times  is  what  can 
happen  to  us,  we  who  live  in  a  land  of  plenty.  We  can  not  only 
become  insensitive  to  what  has  made  this  abundance  possible: 
what  is  worse  we  are  liable  to  grow  to  expect  a  continuation  of 
abundance  without  much  thought  as  to  what  made  it  possible  'or 
even  what  went  into  the  making  of  that  abundance. 

We  have  all  seen  his  happen  again  and  again  with  individuals. 
j  u  nty  m  children  has  been  prolonged  into  youth  and  also 
adulthood  by  overly  benevolent  .parents.  They  throw  protection 
and  security  around  their  children  in  such  proportions  that  chil¬ 
dren  eventually  cease  to  be  grateful  and  grow  to  expect  not  only 
a  continuation  of  that  benevolence  from  parents  but  also  from  the 
world  in  general. 

We  are  suggesting  that  something  of  the  same  experience  can 
be  possible  on  a  much  broader  scale,  one  that  includes  vast  num¬ 
bers  of  our  citizens.  There  is  danger  that  this  attitude  of  ex- 
pectancy  could  develop  toward  government,  the  state,  and  even 
toward  the  church.  This  attitude  of  expectancy  could  develop 
among  certain  groups  of  people  who  having  already  received  much 
from  government  or  church  conclude  that  such  benevolence  should 
continue. 

We  believe  that  where  individuals  have  a  thankful  attitude 
toward  life,  a  real  sense  ofTndebtedness  to  others  and  God,  they 
do  not  erroneously  conclude  that  anyone  and  everyone  "owes” 
them  the  blessings  of  life  that  they  expect  to  continue  to  receive. 

Thanksgiving  should  mean  more  than  simply  a  time  when  we 
offer  to  God  and  others  our  thanksgiving.  At  its  best  this  attitude 
of  thanksgiving  is  deepened  to  such  a  degree  that  during  the  days 
and  months  that  follow  there  is  an  increasing  awareness  of  what 
God  and  others  have  done  to  enrich  our  lives. 

"Tost  Election  Reflection 

ANOTHER  season  of  politics  and  elections  in  city,  state  and 
national  government  is  behind,  the  votes  have  been  cast, 
ballots  counted,  and  elections  and  issues  decided,  at  least 
for  the  time  being.  Now  that  the  excitement  is  about  over  for 
the  present  we  would  like  to  make  a  couple  of  observations  that 
may  be  well  worth  noting.  i  .  I 

First,  with  all  tne  emphasis  that  was  exercised  by  many  civic 
groups  to  get  out  the  vote,  there  was  still  about  one-third  of  the 
eligible  voters  that  didn’t  make  the  effort  to  share  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber  decisions.  Whether  this  number  would  have  made  a  difference 
in  voting  results  will  never  be  known.  Chances  are  that  their 
votes  would  have  been  split  on  the  whole  about  like  those  who 
voted.  The  important  point  is  not  how  they  would  have  voted 
but  the  fact  that  they  didn’t  vote. 

Second,  and  of  more  practical  consequence  is  the  apathy  of 
voters  after  election.  If  the  usual  pattern  prevails,  a  great  deal 
of  the  interest  which  an  election  stimulates  is  dissipated  through 
disinterest  after  election.  If  Mr.  Average  Citizen  were  as  half  con¬ 
cerned  about  elected  officials,  civic  interest  and  moral  issues 
after  elections  as  he  is  inspired  to  be  before  balloting,  it  is  quite 
likely  that  the  general  tone  of  the  political  and  moral  life  of  com¬ 
munities,  states,  and  the  nation  would  be  substantially  lifted. 

U  i aided  Revolutions  Practically  Impossible 

WE  wrote  an  editorial  urfder  the  above  caption  for  the  issue  of 
November  1.  In  that  editorial  we  were  saying  that,  under 
present  conditions,  it  is  practically  impossible  for  a  group 
to  have  a  successful  revolution  against  an  established  government 
of  size  without  outside  aid  or  unless  the  group  has  the  sympathetic 
support  of  the  armed  forces  of  government.  * 

We  were  writing  in  the  earlier  day  of  the  revolution  in  Hun- J 


"VERILY, VERILY,  I  5AY  UNTC 
YOU,  IF  A  MAN  KEEP  MY 
WORD,  HE  SHALL  NEVER 
SEE  DEATH/—  CHH/ST 
'  /  JOHN  6- St 


; •  v / -V •  ■  _  * 


gary  when  it  was  expected  daily  that  the  revolution  would  be 
crushed.  The  article  was  finished  and  ready  to  be  turned  to  the 
printer  on  Monday  morning,  ordinarily  our  deadline  for  editorials. 

When  we  read  the  paper  Monday  morning,  October  29,  we 
were  amazed  to  find  that  the  situation  in  Hungary  had  changed 
so  radically  that  it  appeared  the  revolution  was  succeeding,  con¬ 
trary  to  expectations,  and  that  Russian  soldiers  were  leaving 
Hungary  and  Russia  professed  to  be  ready  to  negotiate  peace  with 
the  newly  formed  government.  In  the  face  of  b  situation,  which 
so  completely  crossed  the  idea  of  the  “practically  impossible” 
which  we  had  written  into  our  editorial,  we  scrapped  the  article 
and  wrote  another  under  the  caption,  “Unaided  Revolutions  Are 
Very  Uncertain.”  That  article  was  published  in  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  but  Avas  replaced  in  the  Arkansas  Methodist  by  an  ed¬ 
itorial  on  local  state  matters. 


The  theory  we  were  advancing  in  the  original  article,  which 
appeared  to  have  broken  down,  was  the  idea  that  governments  of 
tociay  have  in  hand  such  implements  of  destruction  that  they  can 
put  down  revolution  by  citizens,  who  are  practically  unarmed, 
or  if  armed,  no  match  for  the  guns,  tanks  and  bombs  in  the  hands 
of  government. 

The  massacre  of  Hungarian  revolutionistsr  in  recent  days,  by 
Russia  is  still  evidence  that  “Unaided  Revolution  Is  Practically 
Impossible”  where  the  established  government  is  willing  to  use 
the  powers  in  its  hands  in  the  suppression  of  a  revolution.  The 
fighting  still  goes  on  in  Hungary.  However,  unless  there  is 
some  turn  of  events  not  now  in  sight,  the  heroic  Hungarians  will 
evidently  be  forced  to  surrender  or  be  killed.  Rocks,  rifles  and 
unquestionable  courage  are  not  enough  in  the  face  of  the  powers 
in  the  hands  of  a  government  like  Russia  with  the  willingness  to 
turn  those  powers  against  unarmed  men,  women  and  children. 


T District  (Conferences  Pegin  ^ his  Pi a  h 

THERE  are  twenty-two  districts  in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area,  hence,  annually,  there  are  held  twenty-two  District 
Conferences.  Four  of  these  conferences  are  being  held  in 
Louisiana  this  week,  beginning  last  Tuesday,  Nov.  13.  The  last  of 
the  twhnty-two  conferences  will  be  held  at  Paragould,  Arkansas, 
December  13.  •  / 

In  our  Episcopal  Area,  and  in  vother  Areas  of  the  South,  we 
hardly  see  how  we  could  carry  out  successfully  the  full  program 
of  the  church  without  the  help  these  District  Conferences  give 
directly  and  indirectly.  They  are  usually  held  about  mid-way 
of  the  conference  year  and  offer  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  re¬ 
viewing  the  progress  made  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  also 
give  opportunity  to  make  additional  plans  for  completing  the  an¬ 
nual  program  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Our  District  Superintendents,  in  addition  to  the  regular  work 
of  the  District  Conference,  usually  make  a  place  on  the  program 
for  the  presentation  of  the  conference-wide  program  and  connec- 
tional  interests.  By  this  means,  more  of  our  people  have  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  total  church  program  than  would  be  possible  by 
'any  other  means  offered.  Our  part  of  the  church  feels  that  the 
^District  Conference  is  very  much  worthwhile. 
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J.  Daniel  Barron 


“I  judge  people  by  my  liver,” 
said  Hannen  Swaffer,  London  jour¬ 
nalist  with  an  acid  pen  that  caused 
thousands  to  wish  him  dead. 

Across  the  Channel  in  Paris  lived 
Swaffer’s  distinguished  contempor¬ 
ary,  Raoul  Dufy,  one  of  the  grand 
old  men  of  modern  school-of-Paris 
art,  who  was  partially  crippled 
with  arthritis  during  the  last  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  his  life. 

“Dufy  never  let  pain  or  gloom 
color  his  work,”  said  another  jour¬ 
nalist  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
great  man’s  death. 

“I  judge  people  by  my  liver.” 

“Dufy  never  let  pain  or  gloom 
color  his  work.” 

All  of  us  live  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  Swaffer  and  Dufy — between 
these  poles  apart  ways  of  respond¬ 
ing  to  life’s  stimuli. 

The  old  truism  still  stands— we 
never  see  people  or  things  as  they 
are  but  as  we  are. 

That’s  one  reason  So  many  ser¬ 
mons  we  hear  are  dull. 

That’s  one  reason  we  do  not  like 
the  pastor.  We  do  not  see  him  as 
he  is  but  as  we  are — prideful,  jeal¬ 
ous,  resentful,  self-centered,  all 
mixed  up. 

Jesus,  you  remember,  was  un¬ 
popular  with  many.  He  was  in¬ 
tensely  disliked  by  some.  It  was 
not  the  lack  of  genuine  greatness 
within  him  that  made  this  so.  It 
was  the  lack  of  any  greatness  in 
the  people  who  were  against  him. 

I  »vividly  recall  preaching  in  ex¬ 
halation  upon  the  fact  we  have 
the  high  privilege  of  becoming  sons 
of  God.  In  the  congregation  was  a 
man  whose  face  revealed  a  bitter 
emotion  moving  him.  At  the  close 
of  the  service,  in  a  one-man  storm, 
he  resigned  an  office  in  his  church. 

That  angry  man  is  a  symbol  that 
all  my  sermons  do  not  fail  because 
of  who  I  am  and  what  I  do  or  fail 
to  do.  The  guy  out  front  has  more 
,to  do  with  the  success  or  failure  of 
my  sermon  than  I  do.  Not  one  lay¬ 
man  in  a  million  believes  that! 

Just  think!  When  a  preacher 
stands  in  the  pulpit,  there  are  not 
so  many  Christian  minds  before 
him.  There  are  so  many  non-Chris- 


When  Communist  Russia  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  taking  mver  five  free 
countries  of  Eastern  Europe  -  Po- 
land,,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary; 
Romania,  Bulgaria  -  the  denial  of/ 
religious  freedom  became  a  corner¬ 
stone  of  policy  for  all  the  puDnet 
regimes.  This  presented  some  diffi¬ 
culty  since  about  90%  of  the  70 
million  people  in  these  countries 
are  Catholic.  It  was  easiest  to  begin 
the  new  indoctrination  with  the 
new  generation,  the  youth.  The  re¬ 
gime  demanded  the  rewriting  of 
textbooks,  the  instructing  of  teach¬ 
ers  and  debunking  of  religious  par¬ 
ents. 

A  kindergarten  child  in  Bulgaria 
suddenly  found  this  in  her  primer: 

“Uncle  Stalin  is  our  Daddy 

From  Him  come  all  good  things; 

He  it  is  who  cares  for  all  the 
children, 

He  is  our  Heavenly  Father.” 

In  Romania  this  new  greeting 
was  introduced  into  the  classrooms: 

Children:  “There  is  no  God.” 

Teacher:  “And  there  never  has 
been  one.” 

There  was  a  new  prayer  titled: 
Morning  Prayer  to  the  Genial 
Father  Stalin.  While  he  seems  to 
have  lost  his  prestige  in  recent 
weeks,  it  does  not  seem  too  pre¬ 
sumptive  that  the  essence  of  this 
eulogy  will  be  the  same: 

“Oh  dear  Master  and  beloved 
Father! 

Divine  songs  we  sing  to  You, 

You  who  have  given  peace  and 
liberty, 

We  will  fight  today  to  defend  it.” 

In  Hungary,  instead  of  any  kind 
of  morning  prayer,  children  were 
taught  to  recite  poems  about  Stalin 
and  Lenin,  now  they  have  substi¬ 
tuted  Bulganin  and  '  Khrushchev. 
They  were  taught  that  “it  is  hap¬ 
piness  for  a  child  to  utter  the 
names  of  Stalin  and  Lenin;  it  is  an 
honor  if  Stalin  shakes  hands  with 
a  child.” 

The  Teacher’s  Manual  for  Cze^h 
school  children  published  in  1954 
contains  the  following  information: 
“Do  not  teach  any  of  the  Christian 
virtues  such  as  kindness,  forgive¬ 
ness  and  love.  These  qualities  make 


tian  livers  by  which  he  will  be 
judged.  O  Christians,  beware  of 
your  livers! 


As  Reported  By  " Crusade  For  Freedom' 

‘sheep-minded’  people.  We  want 
strong  men  ...”  • 

In  1955  Pravda  wrote:  “Our 
morality,  the  morality  of  progres- 
/  sive,  conscientious,  cultured  people, 
devoted  and  convinced  to  protago¬ 
nists  of  progress  -  demands  reso¬ 
lute  and  irreconcilable  struggle 
against  all  kinds  of  religious  sur¬ 
vivals  and  superstitions,  which 
.  spiritually  cripple  and  abase  man¬ 
kind.”  And  the  same  idea  is  continu¬ 
ed  in  about  the  same  vein  in  a  Po¬ 
lish  teacher’s  manual  for  children 
in  the  fourth  grade:  “The  most  im¬ 
portant  task  of  education  is  to  im¬ 
plant  in  children  from  the  earliest 
years  a  correct,  materialistic  un¬ 
derstanding  of  all  surrounding 
phenomena  in  nature  and  society, 
and  to  those  of  older  age  to  de¬ 
monstrate  the  real  nature  and 
harm  of  religious.”  And  again: 
“Belief  in  God  hinders  a  child  or 
adolescent  from  correctly  under¬ 
standing  the  surrounding  world, 
from  behaving  correctly,  and  hamp¬ 
ers  him  in  mastering  profoundly, 
fully  and  consciously  the  know¬ 
ledge  imparted  in  school.” 

On  December  24  ir.  1952  Radio 
Prague  broadcast  a  Christmas  story 
-  Communist  style.  Antonin  Zapo- 
tocky,  the  commentator,  began: 
“Today  I  would  like  to  talk  to  those 
children  who  on  Christmas  Eve 
gathered  around  Christmas  trees. 
You’ve  been  growing  up  so  you 
have  noticed  how  many  things 
have  changed  here  lately.  .  .” 
Changed,  indeed.  Mr.  Zapotocky 
continued  by  briefly  relating  the 
story  of  Christ’s  birth  in  a  stable 
manager:  “to  remind  the  forking 
people.  .  .  that  the  poor  belong  in 
the  stable.  If  little  Jesus  could  be 
born  and  live  in  a  stable,  why 
couldn’t  you  live  there?”  Zapoto- 
cky  went  on  to  explain  how  times 
had  changed,  revolutions  had  taken 
place  and  now  Christ  was  grown 
un.  “Fp  does  net  walk  around  nak¬ 
ed  and  in  torn  clothes  any  more,  he 
has  grown  a  beard  and  become 
Grandpa  Frost,  the  narrator  con¬ 
tinues;  “comes  to  us  from  the  East, 
and  stars,  too,  shine  above  him,  not 
only  the  one  from  Bethlehem.  A 
whole  row  of  red  stars  shine  over 
our  mines,  foundries,  factories  and 
building  constuctions.  These  red 
stars  proclaim  with  joy  that  your 
papas  and  mamas  in  their  places  of 


Awards  To  Be  Given  For  Backing  Brotherhood  Week 


The  fourth  annual  Brotherhood  media  awards  will 
be  presented  by  The  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews  during  Brotherhood  Week  February  17-24, 
1957,  it  was  announced  by  Louis  B.  Seltzer,  editor  of 
the  Cleveland  Press  and  Brotherhood  Week  general 
chairman. 

“Our  vast  media  of  communications  are  doing  a 
magnificent  job  in  fighting  religious  and  racial  bigotry,” 
Mr.  Seltzer  said.  “The  press,  motion  pictures',  radio  and 
television  are  promoting  understanding  among  all 
Americans  to  offset  hate  and  prejudice.  J  The  purpose 
of  the  Brotherhood  awards  is  to  give  proper  public 
recognition  to  this  great  and  sincere  public  service.” 

Award  nominations  must  be  submitted  by  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1956.  Forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  43  West  57th  St., 
New  York  19,  N.  Y.  The  Awards  Committee  is  headed 
by  Taylor  Mills  of  the  Motion  Picture  Association  of 
America  who  points  out  that  anyone  can  make  nomina¬ 
tions. 

Awards  will  be  conferred  in  these  categories: 

1.  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGNS— awards  to  na¬ 
tional  and  local  advertising  campaigns.  Tear 
sheets  must  be  submitted. 

2.  CARTOONS— must  be  published.  Submit  tear 


sheets  or  original  art. 

3.  EDITORIALS — tear  sheets  must  be  submitted. 

4.  ARTICLES  —  MAGAZINES  and  NEWSPAPERS 
tear  sheets  must  be  submitted.  \ 

5.  FICTION— MAGAZINES  and  NEWSPAPERS— 
tear  sheets  must  be  submitted. 

6.  MOTION  PICTURES— 16mm,  NON-THEATRI¬ 
CAL  FILMS.  Prints  must  be  submitted. 

7.  MOTION  PICTURES  35mm,  THEATRICAL 
FILMS.  Feature  films  and  short  subjects  eligible. 
Prints  must  be  submitted. 

8.  PHOTOGRAPHS  WITH  CAPTIONS— tear  sheets 
must  be  submitted. 

9.  BOOKS — FICTION — copies  must  be  submitted. 

10.  BOOKS — NON-FICTION — copies  must  be  sub¬ 
mitted. 

11.  RADIO  PROGRAMS — scripts,  tapes  or  record¬ 
ings  must  be  submitted.  Program  series  or  single 
broadcasts  eligible. 

12.  TELEVISION  PROGRAMS — scrips  or  kinescopes 
must  be  submitted.  Program  series  or  single 
broadcasts  eligible. 

Nomination  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  43  West  57th 
Street,  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


work  have  fulfilled  the  tasks  of 
Gottwld’s  Five  Year  Plan.” 

Here  is  a  quotation  from  a  July 
1955  issue  of  a  periodical  "“Geo¬ 
graphy  in  School”  which  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  Soviet  author  V.  I.  Ko- 
telnikov  and  translated  for  teach¬ 
ers  in  Czechoslovak  schools:  “Re¬ 
ligion  in  a  class  society  has  always 
served  the  exploiting  classes;  it  is 
a  weapon  designed  to  weaken  the 
will  cf  the  working  people  in  their 
fight  for  a  better  life;  it  is  a  means 
of  educating  the  exploited  masses 
in  the  spirit  of  humility  and  recon¬ 
ciliation.  .  .”  As  an  instruction  to 
teachers:  “The  outlines  for  geo¬ 
graphy  in  secondary  schools  com¬ 
prises  material  for  atheistic  educa¬ 
tion  which  can  become  a  basis  for 
the  materialistic  outlook  for  youth, 
an  outlook  without  God  and  with¬ 
out  susperstitions.” 

Presumably  after  the  first  few 
years  of  the  communist  takeover 
the  State  felt  that  it  had  sufficient¬ 
ly  indoctrinated  its  youngsters 
against  religion  to  get  away  with 
this  little  poem  for  a  third  grader 
titled:  “Comrade  Stalin.” 

“In  Moscow,  under  the  red  flag, 
lives  Stalin 

“And  from  there  he  hears  all,  and 
sees  all,  and  knows  all: 

“How  the  workers  strike  in  Amer¬ 
ica, 

“How  the  people  fight  in  China 

“He  is  the  sun  to  light  the  entire 
land, 

“He  is  our  teacher,  the  first  teach¬ 
er.  .  .” 

New  grammar  school  textbooks 
omit  the  terms,  B.C.  and  A.D.  In¬ 
stead  the  terms  before  the  historical 
calendar  and  after  the  historical 
calendar  are  introduced.  Christian¬ 
ity  is  commented  on  as  a  basically 
reactionary  movement  “always  sid¬ 
ing  with  the  oppressors.” 

Communism  can  lose  its  battle  to 
sujugate  the  captive  people  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe  if  it  cannot  gain  their 
denial  of  religion.  Christianity 
teaches  that  each  individual  is  cre¬ 
ated  by  God  with  a  body  of  his  own 
and  an  immortal  soul.  How  can  the 
State  set  itself  up  as  the  Savior  of 
the  people  if  they  already  have  one 
in  God?  Only  by  educating  the  new 
generation  to  a  new  allegiance.  If 
Communism  can  do  this  in  the  deep¬ 
ly  religious  countries  of  Eastern 
Europe,  the  chances  of  atheism 
spreading  throughout  the  world 
would  appear  good.  The  threat  may 
seem  remote  to  us  here  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  but  it  was  remote  to  a 
Pole,  a  C^ech,  a  Hungarian,  a  Ro¬ 
manian  or  a  Bulgarian  less  than  a 
decade  ago. 

The  Crusade  for  Freedom  is  an 
organization  set  up  in  1949  by 
Americans  —  like  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  and  General  Clay — who  rec¬ 
ognized  the  evil  threat  of  Soviet 
tyranny.  It  is  now  supported  by 
millions  of  American's  because,  with 
their  dimes  and  dollars,  they  are 
bringing  a  free  radio,  Radio  Free 
Europe,  and  a  free  press,  Free  Eu¬ 
rope  Press,  to  the  satellite  coun¬ 
tries.  Over  the  airways  and  carried 
by  ballon  words  of  faith,  courage 
and  hope  are  brought  to  the  captive 
people.  These  words  carry  a  mes¬ 
sage  for  all  the  world.  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson  put  it  this  way:  “We  have 
on  the  altar  of  God  sworn  eternal 
hostility  to  any  form  of  tyranny 
over  the  mind  of  man.” 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Bocfcmaa 

HOW  TO  BE  GOOD  IN  BAD  PLACES 

“I  want  to  do  right,  but  how  can  1  keep  my  ideals  in  the  place  where 
I  have  to  work?  How  can  I  follow  my  conscience  when  my  competitors 
are  crooked  and  my  community  is  so  worldly?”  How  often  we  hear  or 
tv';v'1"  enf'h  rmpstions. 

May  I  suggest  that  the  first  thing  it  takes  to  be 
a  good  person  in  a  bad  place  is  conviction.  During  the 
Senate  Crime  Commission’s  investigation  several  years 
ago,  Senator  Fulbright  said  one  trouble  of  our  time  is 
that  so  many  people  have  no  strong  convictions  about 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong.  They  never  take  a 
firm  stand.  They  slip  and  slide.  We  never  know  where 
and  when  we  can  count  on  them. 

But  a  good  person’s  convictions  must  be  clear  as 
well  as  strong.  Here  is  the  difference,  as  I  see  it, 
between  stubbornness  and  steadfastness.  A  stubborn 
person  has  strong  convictions,  but  they  may  not  be 
clear  or  reasoned.  A  mule  may  take  a  stand  and  hold  it.  But  when  I 
looked  into  the  eyes  of  a  balky  mule,  I  never  seemed  to  see  much  -  light 
of  intelligence.  Of  course,  I  have  never  had  much  personal  association 
with  mules,  but  I  have  known  many  of  their  relatives. 

Steadfastness,  however,  is  different  from  stubbornness.  A  steadfast 
person  has  a  reason  for  his  convictions.  His  mind  is  not  closed  by  pre¬ 
judice  or  bigotry.  It  is  open  to  reason  yet  firm  in  purpose. 

The  soldiers  of  King  Charles  I  said  of  George  Fox,  the  founder  of 
the  Quakers,  that  he  was  “stiff  as  a  tree  and  pure  as  a  bell.”  What  a 
tribute  from  a  man’s  enemies.  Fox  was  stiff.  He  could  not  be  bent.  In 
prison  after  prison  he  was  beaten  and  bruised,  but  he  held  to  his  con¬ 
victions,  illumined  by  an  inner  light  which  so  shone  before  men  that 


many  came  “to  see  his  good  works  and  to  glorify  his  Father  in  heaven.” 

Contrast  the  character  of  George  Fox  with  that  of  Pontius  Pilate. 
Pilate  was  not  held  by  firm  convictions.  It  is  pretty  clear  that  at  the  trial 
of  Jesus  Pilate  thought  He  was  not  deserving  of  death.  He  tried  to  release 
Jesus.  But  Pilate  was  confused.  He  had  compromised  in  some  previous 
actions.  The  people  had  some  things  on  him.  He  was  afraid  to  take  a 
strong  stand.  And  he  let  Jesus  be  crucified. 

But  how  do  we  keep  our  convictions  clear  and  strong?  Amid  the 
complex  and  baffling  problems  of  the  current  day,  we  tend  to  become 
confused.  That  is  why  we  need  to  close  our  ears  again  and  again  to  the 
confusion  of  tongues  around  us  and  listen  to  the  still  small  voice  within 
us.  We  need  to  lift  our  eyes  daily  to  the  figure  of  the  Qhrist,  who  is  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.  Christ  was  not  an  economics  expert. 
He  was  not  a  political  analyst.  But  the  clarity  of  His  mind  and  the  purity 
of  His  heart  serve  to  clear  and  strengthen  our  convictions.  He  restores 
our  sense  of  direction.  He  renews  a  right  spirit  within  us. 

I  meet  many  young  people  who  come  to  the  time  of  their  graduation 
from  school  without  knowing  just  what  line  of  work  they  wish  to  follow. 
I  have  the  greatest  sympathy  for  such,  because  I  came  to  my  college 
commencement  undecided  as  to  my  profession.  But  certainly  no  young 
person  should  reach  the  age  of  21  or  even  16  without  deciding  what  kind 
of  person  he  wants  to  be.  Therefore,  however  confusing  or  corrupt  our 
situation,  we  can  and  should  always  keep  clearly  before  us  our  ideals  of 
character. 

Also  we  can  heed  what  C.  S.  Lewis  of  Oxford  said  in  his  “Screwtape 
Letters.”  He  declared  that  the  devil  despairs  of  men  who  think  about 
what  they  are  doing  but  “his  delight  is  in  men  who  think  only  about 
what  is  going  to  happen  to  them.”  Too  many  of  us  think  more  about 
saving  ourselves  from  the  evils  around  us  than  from  the  sins  within  us. 

Furthermore,  we  might  remember  what  Rev.  Charles  Parkhurst  said 
when  he  was  trying  to  clean  up  New  York  City’s  vice  and  crime  50  years 
ago.  He  cried,  “The  trouble  is  that  good  people  get  tired  of  being  good 
before  the  bad  people  get  tired  of  being  bad.” 


The 

n's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


A  THANKSGIVING  MEDITATION, 

To  me  one  of  the  most  appealing  holidays 
of  the  year  is  Thanksgiving.  Since  eating  y  a 
favorite  diversion  of  mine  either  indoors  or  out¬ 
doors,  the  ve4-y  thought  of  turkey  and  cranberry 
sauce,  lots  of  “trimmins”,  and  topped  off  with  a 
man’s-sized  slice  of  “punkin”  pie  ...  it  all  makes 
me  count  the  days  as  we  approach  it.  It  doesn’t 
take  much  imagination  to  picture  our  pilgrim 
ancestors  celebrating  the  first  Thanksgiving  Day 
first  by  giving  thanks  to  God,  and  then  with  a 
bounteous  meal  made  up  of  wild  game,  filling 
vegetables,  and  (let  us  hope)  plenty  of  dressing 
and  gravy. 

Thanksgiving  today  has  none  of  the  over¬ 
tones  of  tragedy  that  affected  those  sturdy  fore¬ 
fathers  of  our  over  300  years  ago.  They  had  no 
real  houses,  yet  they  thanked  God  for  protection 
from  the  coming  winter,  knowing  that  caves  and 
rude  mud  huts  were  about  all  they  had.  Such 
things  as  running  water,  electric  lights,  butane 
heating  and  cooking,  were  wonders  of  an  age  far 
removed  from  them.  In  spite  of  all  that,  how¬ 
ever,  they  met  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for 
His  divine  guidance  up  to  that  day. 

Why  not  try  a  new  angle  this  Thanksgiving 
Day?  Take  a  pencil  and  paper  and  write  down  a 
list  of  some  of  the  modern  conveniences  that 
the  toil  of  man  coupled  with  the  wonders  of  God 
have  developed  for  our  convenience  and  pleas¬ 
ure.  Some  of  them  are,  washing  and  drying 
machines;  automatic  stoves;  thermostat-con¬ 
trolled  heat  in  our  homes;  even  automatic  coffee 
makers;  good  cars  and  powerful  gasoline  for 
them;  long,  smooth  highways;  and  certainly  we 
should  recognize  our  wondrous  economic  system 
that  furnishes  so  many  of  the  physically  com¬ 
fortable  things  of  life.  Even  if  we  went  no  farther 
than  this  short  list,  we  could  see  God’s  hand  in 
everv  gadget  and  machine.  Why  not  thank  Him 
this  time  for  these  countless  conveniences  that 
He  has  helped  man  to  discover  and  develop.  Why 
not  show  thankfulness  by  acknowledging  Him 
as  the  giver  of  all  these  good  gifts,  and  by  thank¬ 
ing  Him  for  them  all,  both  small  and  large. 

.  t  *  *  * 

Please  excuse  this  very  personal  word.  I 
have  thanked  God  a  number  of  times  for  the 
many  letters  that  I  have  received  recently  from 
readers.  God  bless  every  one  of  you,  and  thanks 


Layma 
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MAYBE  WE  HAVE  ONLY 
GROWING-PAINS 

Our  country  is  “growing  rapidly”  and  some 
of  its  problems  may  be  attributed  to  what  we 
used  to  call  “growing-pains”.  No  other  major 
country  in  the  world  has  increased  its  popula¬ 
tion  seven-fold  in  100  years. 

It  is  estimated  that  U.S.A.  population  is  to¬ 
day-  in  excess  of  165,000,000  people— an  increase 
of  14,000,000  in  the  past  five  years.  And  the  com¬ 
position  of  that  population  is  new  in  history: 
46,800,000  are  under  15  years  of  age  and  almost 
60%  of  these  live  in  cities;  13,800,000  are  more 
than  65  years  of  age;  while  21,000,000  are  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  15  and  25  years,  the  so-called 
“juvenile”  and  “adolescent”  years.  Add  to  this 
the  fact  that  some  4,000,000  babies  are  being  born 
into  the  nation’s  homes  each  year,  and  it  is  easy 
to  understand  why  educators,  social  workers, 
sociologists,  legislators,  clergymen,  and  even 
police  find  themselves  “breaking  new  paths”. 

But  there  are  other  facets  to  the  picture  of 
the  new  America. 

There  is  more  education  (or  schooling)  going 
on  in  the  U.S.A.  today  than  ever  before.  The 
“children  under  15”  make  hundreds  of  new 
schools,  thousands  of  new  teachers  necessary. 
Some  2,500,000  young  people  are  enrolled  in  col¬ 
leges  and  universities.  “Americans  put  great 
faith  in  education,”  say  our  European  critics. 

There  are  more  people  enrolled  as  members 
of  churches  and  synagogues  than  ever  before  in 
America.  Statisticians  report  total  memberships 
of  100,162,529  (which  still  leaves  almost  65,000,- 
000  people  “outside  the  church”);  and  39,000,000 
(mostly  youth)  enrolled  in  Sunday  schools — 
though  at  least  15,000,000  youth  receive  no  re¬ 
ligious  training  whatsoever.  Some  call  these 
figures  a  sign  of  a  revival  of  religion;  some  see 
only  an  unsatisfied  spiritual  quest. 

There  are  more  houses  than  ever  before  in 


to  you  all  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart!  You  have 
made  my  recent  decision  infinitely  more  joyful 
by  your  kind  words  and  your  expressions  of 
confidence.  This  will  be  a  memorable  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day  with  me  because  of  you  all. 


American  history;  and  these  houses  are  furnished 
with  more  conveniences,  labor-saving  machines, 
and  gadgets  than  ever  troubled  the  dreams  of 
our  grandparents.  Notable  efforts  have  been 
made  at  slum  clearance  in  many  cities — while 
new  slums  rise  in  some  suburbs  and  industrial- 
rural  areas.  One  may  often  raise  questions  as  to 
whether  or  not  new  houses  are  better  homes 
than  heretofore;  or  if  there  is  better  and  more 
living  because  of  conveniences  and  gadgets. 
Everywhere  there  are  shorter  hours  of  labor, 
and  longer  hours  for  leisure:  but  have  we  learned 
to  use  leisure  for  our  well-being? 

There  is  more  “care”  taken  of  the  American 
people  by  “the  government”  (society’s  agent)  to¬ 
day  than  ever  before.  Crowding  populations,  the 
shift  of  population  balance  from  rural  to  urban, 
and  complex  social-economic  problems  seem  to 
necessitate  more  “supervision”.  We  have  more 
public  servants,  more  legislators,  more  police, 
more  welfare  workers  than  ever  before.  Theoret¬ 
ically,  they  should  serve  to  assure  greater  "“life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness”  to  our 
people. 

But  one  other  facet  of  America  must  be 
noted:  there  is  more  crime  and  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency,  in  ratio  to  population,  and  in  land 
today  than  ever  heretofore  recorded.  The  FBI 
reports  major  crimes  (auto  theft  to  murder)  be¬ 
ing  committed  at  the  rate  of  about  2,500,000  per 
year;  while  1,300,000  youth  are  in  difficulty  year¬ 
ly  as  “delinquents”.  This  is  the  great  home¬ 
grown  blight  across  our  land. 

No  two  people — certainly  no  two  sociologists 
— will  draw  the  same  conclusions  from  this  med¬ 
ley  of  statistics.  But  some  questions  can  be  asked 
that  call  for  self-scrutiny  of  institutions.  .  .  Are 
we  putting  too  great  faith  in  secular  education? 
Is  our  education  geared  toward  making  better 
men,  in  a  better  environment,  living  useful,  hap¬ 
py  lives?  Or  is  it  job-geared?  Are  church  and 
church  school,  adding  to  the  total  of  human  well¬ 
being,  furnishing  the  needs  of  soul  and  spirit? 
Or  afe  the  new  church  enrollees  being  geared 
into  a  formality  and  ritualism  far  short  of  human 
need  in  this  age?  Are  things  crowding  living 
and  the  joys  of  family  life  out  of  the  home?  Are 
schools,  or  churches,  or  anyone  teaching  us  how 
to  use  leisure — or  would  we  be  better  off  with 
the  old  60-hour  work-week?  Do  crime  and  de¬ 
linquency  flower  only  in  peculiar  economic  at¬ 
mospheres;  or  do  they  rise  and  fall  with  the 
spiritual  atmosphere?  Can  school,  church,  home, 
and  government  be  made  to  serve  together  to 
dispel  the  blight  of  crime  and  delinquency?  .  .  • 
Our  very  existence  as  a  free  people  may  depend 
upon  such  cooperation! 
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By  Mrs.  Homer  Heath* 


A  family  bowed  their  heads  at  the  evening  meal  to  give  thanks.  The 
parents,  teaching  their  children  to  thank  God  for  His  blessings, 
each  child  took  turns  at  expressing  thanks.  This  time,  a  little  three 
year  old  boy  was  thanking  Him  for  the  food,  for  loved  ones,  for 
Mommie  and  for  Daddy.  The  moment  he  thought  of  his  Daddy,  he  clapped 
his  little  hands  joyously  and  said:  “Oh!  "goody,  goody,  Daddy  will  be 
home  tomorrow.  Amen”.  Daddy  was  away  in  a  revival  meeting.  Yes,  it 
is  never  too  early  to  begin  saying  “thank  you.” 

As  we  approach  the  Thanksgiving  season,  our  hearts  are  warm,  glow¬ 
ing,  truly  thankful  for  all  God’s  blessings — though  they  be  as  innumerable 
as  the  sands  of  the  sea. 

Value  of  Books 

We  center  our  thoughts  around  the  theme  “Thanksgiving”.  And  in 
very  brief  glimpses,  let  us  look  into  some  pages  of  a  few  books.  Let  us 
see  how  we  read.  People  read  us!  What  do  we  read?  He  who  gives  a 
friend  a  book  gives  him  a  master  key  to  some  secret  cham¬ 
ber,  a  staff  upon  which  to  lean  until  he  is  able  to  stand. 
Books  have  become  lighthouses  along  unknown  shores  to 
guide  those  who  sail  the  seas,  outposts  on  frontiers  to  re¬ 
fresh  weary  travelers,  silent  sentinels  guiding  the  mariner, 
aids  to  the  scientist  as  he  toils  in  his  labatory,  unfold  be¬ 
fore  us  street  scenes  and  cities  which  we  can  never  visit, 
the  Book  of  Books  points  us  to  the  Way  of  Life  Eternal.  Yes, 
through  the  library,  the  whole  world  has  been  brought  to 
our  feet.  God  be  thanked  for  books.  They  are  the  voices 
of  the  distant  and  the  dead,  and' make  us  heirs  of  the 
spiritual  life  of  past  ages.  Books  are  true  levelers.  To  all 
who  faithfully  use  them,  they  give  the  society  and  the  spiritual  presence 
of  the  best  and  greatest  of  all  time. 

From  the  cradle  to  life’s  sunset,  we  are  learning.  But  what  are  we 
learning?  Is  it  just  that  we  read  a  book  for  reading’s  sake?  Or,  do  we 
read  a  book  for  learning?  For  to  read  well  in  a  true  spirit  is  a  noble 
exercise.  Reading  is  to  the  mind  what  exercise  is  to  the  body.  As  by  one, 
health  is  preserved,  strengthened  and  invigorated,  by  the  other  Virtue  is 
kept  alive,  cherished  and  confirmed. 

Significance  of  Church  Library 

What  an  impact  a  church  library  can  make  on  character,  the  develop¬ 
ing  of  Christian  life.  We  are  yet  early  in  our  library  ministry  and  too 
long  has  the  church  overlooked  this  field  of  service  but  each  year  sees 
the  work  of  librarians  expanding,  growing  and  interest  increasing.  We 
are  so  thankful  for  the  coming  of  the  church  library.  Let  us  be  on  the 
march,  alert  to  the  needs,  abounding  always  in  the  work  of  good  books 
which  help  us  to  live  maximum  Christian  lives. 

There  are  books  for  all  ages.  Let  us  look  at  this  little  book  for  the 
wee  ones  “Thank  You”.  Here  is  an  actual  story  of  a  visit.  A  church  li¬ 
brarian  took  this  very  little  book  and  went  to  visit  in  the  home  of  new 
parents.  No,  they  were  not  Christians!  No,  they  didn’t  go  to  any  church, 
but  the  visitor  could  leave  the  little  book  and  enroll  the  baby  in  the 
cradle  roll  of  her  church,  if  she  wanted  to  do  so.  As  time  went  by,  they 
read  and  re-read  the  book  to  the  baby.  One  day,  however,  the  baby  fell 
ill  and  shortly,  God  sent  an  angel  to  take  the  little  one  back  to  heaven 
unto  Himself.  The  parents  were  heartbroken  knowing  not  what  to  do. 
They  had  no  pastor,  no  church  and  very  few  friends,  having  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  but  a  short  while.  So,  what  did  the  little  mother  do?  Yes, 
you ,  surely  know  that  she  called  the  church  librarian.  Naturally,  the 
church  ministered  beautifully.  Would  it  be  any  wonder  that  soon  the 
couple  came  to  Jesus  became  a  part  of  the  family  of  God,  serving  Him. 
All  bepause  of  a  church  librarian’s  love  of  God  and  lost  souls. 

For  Children 

We  have  a  new  book  “I  Know  Why  We  Give  Thanks”.  Mary  Sue 
White  gives  us  this  lovely  little  book.  There  is  a  reason  for  Thanksgiving 
expressed  so  sweetly  within  the  pages  of  this  little  book.  Do  you  give 
Thanks  ?  ?  Why  ?  ? 

For  an  older  child,  although  he  cannot  understand  the  greatness  of 
God,  he  can  understand  the  love  of  God  when  we  give  him  a  desire  to 
talk  to  Him.  “Thank  you,  God”  does  just  that.  Hear  the  prayer  thoughts: 
“For  each  morning,  for  our  food,  for  days  of  joy,  for  school  and  church, 
for  work  and  play,  for  our  friends,  for  beautiful  things,  for  loving  us] 
for  family,  for  rest  and  sleep  and  for  our  homes.” 

Juniors  and  Thanksgiving 

We  cannot  think  of  Thanksgiving  without  recalling  the  way  God  led 
People  to  America  and  the  real  meaning  of  Thanksgiving.  Oh,  America, 

"county' 6atl1’  Rock>  *8  *  member  of  the  Council  of  Church  Librarians  For  Pulaski 
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"We  thank  thee.  Lord,  tor  all  things  Kind  and  Good" 


This  prayer  was  spoken  by  a  rural  father  as  he  looked  down  the  table 
at  three  generations  gathered  at  his  home:  “Our  Father,  we  would  remind 
ourselves  that  what  one  member  of  a  family  does  that  is  honorable  and 
upright  brings  honor  to  the  family  name,  and  what  one  member  does  that 
brings  disgrace  or  is  less  worthy  of  his  best,  hurts  the  entire  family;  and 
what  one  member,  does  that  is  trustworthy  and  honorable,  lifts  the  whole 
family,  unit.” 


tnmK  back  on  it,  turn  back  to  the  real  significance,  of  it.  Yes,  we  love  our 
football,  our.  bands,  our  feasting,  but  where  is  God  who  gave  us  this 
freedom  in  our  Thanksgiving?  Do  we  have  giants  jof  strength  to  stand  up 
for  the  right,  dare  to  live  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  fearless  to  step  out  from 
everything  dear,  life  endangered  to  chart  a  course  for  freedom  with  thank¬ 
fulness  to  God?  In  the  book  written  for  Juniors,  we  do  well  to  pause  to 
pray  for  such  strong  determination  in  our  youth  today.  Not  necessarily 
to  go  to  far  off  shore,  if  need  be,  yes,  but  wherever  they  go.  “The  Landing 
of  the  Pilgrims”  is  a  story  of  William  Bradford  of  Scrooby  Road  near 
London,  England  in  the  16th  Century.  Having  been  given  a  Bible,  he  read 
and  loved  it  so  much  he  decided  to  break  with  the  Church  of  England 
and  come  Jo  America.  Breaking  with  his  folks  who  thought  him  mad,  hear 
him  say:  “To  keep  a  good  conscience  and  walk  in  such  ways  as  God  has 
prescribed  in  His  word  is  a  thing  I  prefer  above  you  all  and  above  life 
itselL  wherefore’  since  it  is  for  a  good  Cause  that  I  am  likely  to  suffer 
the  disasters  which  you  lay  before  me,  you  have  no  cause  to  be  angry 
with  me  or  sorry  for  me.  Yea,  I  am  thankful  that  God  hath  given  me  a 
heart  to  do  so  and  will  accept  me  so  to  suffer  fcor  Him.”  On  the  Mayflower 
came  William  Bradford  to  America  that  November  1620.  Along  with  this' 

-fead»  T/3!386  t0  America”  a  story  of  immigration  and 
The  Great  Heritage  —Katherine  Shippen  books.  Let  me  just  mention  one 
chapter  in  the  latter:  Seed  time  and  Harvest”  in  which  she  tells  of  the 
Pilgnms  pianting  the  seed  they  had  brought  with  them  and  the  great 

1fr0m+?°d  t0  bl6SS  them  for  their  toil  of  bearing  the  new  lands, 
especiaHy  with  the  meager  tools.  Compare  today  a  well-to-do  farm  with 

ai!  ,modern  “riplements.  What  does  that  say  to  you?  There  are  seeds 
righteousness  to  sow,  harvest  of  souls  to  gather  in.  Think  of  all  our 
Bibles,  volumes  of  wonderful  books  to  be  used  and  all  the  facilities  to 
send  out  the  gospel  to  every  soul  in  America  and  around  the  world.  Truly 
the  fields  are  white  unto  harvest.  Mary  Antim  has  penned  these  beautiful 

tnnmpf°A™S'  •  14  -S  H0t  th3t  1  belong  t0  the  Past  but  the  past  that  belongs 
to  me.  America  is  the  youngest  of  the  nations  and  inherits  all  that  went 

future!”16  m  hlSt°ry’  Mlne  1S  the  whole  maJestic  past,  Mine  is  the  shining 

The  First  Thanksgiving 

•  Le*  usTlook  back  for  a  fleeting  moment  now  at  “The  First  Thanks¬ 
giving  as  Lena  Barksdale  vividly  describes  it.  Everybody  didn’t  celebrate 
but  Grandma  and  Grandpa  did.  It  meant  a  lot  to  them  because  they 
were  at  the  First  Thanksgiving  feast  long  ago  at  PlymouS  when  the 
Indians  made  merry  with  their  new  white  neighbors.  The/  wanted  all 
5b-  „cbi;?en’  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren  and  folks  down 
through  the  years  always  to  remember  the  First  Thanksgiving  Every 
yo™g  raader  will  thrill  at  the  account  of  the  Indians,  the  homespun 
clothes,  the  wild  berries,  feasting  and  kneeling  in  prayer  giving  thanks 
to  Almighty  God  for  their  new  found  home  and  freedom. 

Some  of  History 

T  +7ears  pass  and  w.e  see  the  organization  of  our  National  Government 
s  here  any  greater  m  the  world?  A  thousand  times  “no”.  We  have  se- 

°n»  °f  the  £lany  historical  bo°ks  of  “The  Childhood  of  Famous 
American  series.  This  one  of  the  boy  who  could  not  tell  a  lie  Yes 
the  one  who  became  the  first  Father  of  our  country  “George  Washington”’ 
His  life  was  quite  different  from  the  lives  of  our  children  ^ 

Heavenly  Father  is  the  same  Father  of  us'all  w£  guides  us  oS  counSv 
reveres  the  name  of  George  Washington.  Do  you  believe  our  vnutVi  sVirmin 
be  taught  as  the  word  terms  it,  politics?  Oh!  yes,  they  will  be  oufmert 
and  women  of  tomorrow.  Has  everythin^  wn  e  our  men 

can  be  done?  What  about  our poSS^ur Go^^CoS’d'S’d 
some  dedicated  Christians  in  “places  ol  authority”?  Under  God,  our  country 

(Continued  on  page  13)  * 
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REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  preached  at  the  morning 
service  of  the  Eunice  Methodist  Church,  Sunday, 
November  4,  where  Rev.  Ned  L.  Stout  is  pastor. 

REV.  W.  S.  KLEINSCHMII^T,  retired  minister 
of  the  New  Orleans  District,  was  guest  min¬ 
ister  at  John  Wesley  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  Sunday,  October  28.  Rev.  J.  C.  Rous- 
seaux,  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


THE  GRAND  CANE  Sunday  School  is  publish¬ 
ing  their  own  weekly  Sunday  bulletin  in  the 
form  of  a  news  letter.  It  covers  church,  high 
school  and  local  social  affairs,  according  to  the 
pastor,  Rev.  T.  O.  Rorie. 

DR.  D.  L.  DYKES,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  guest  preacher  in 
revival  services  held  at  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  November  4-9.  Two  services 
were  held  daily  at  10:00  a.m.  and  7.00  p.m.  Rev. 
Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


C.  O.  HOLLAND  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  recently  spoke  to  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  Wynne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  the  subject,  “How  are 
you  Spending  Your  Life?”  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  JR.,  Superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  conducted  revival 
services  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  at  Kinder, 
October  28-November  4.  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend  held 
both  morning  and  evening  worship  services  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  The  song  service  for  the  revival 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  M.  Crofoot. 


JOHN  H.  WILSON,  Dean  of  Arts  and 
Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston,  was 
Day  Speaker  at  the  First  Methodist 
Columbia,  Sunday,  October  21.  Dean 
a  church  school  teacher  at  the  Trinitv 
Church  of  Ruston  where  Rev.  Jolly  B. 
pastor. 


Science  of 
Laymen’s 
Church  in 
Wilson  is 
Methodist 
Harper  is 


DR.  J.  G.  SNELLING  has  been  honored  by  the 
Official  Board  of  the  David  Haas  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie  with  the  title  of 
Honorary  Associate  Pastor.  Dr.  Snelling,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
resides  in  Bunkie  which  was  his  home  before 
entering  the  ministry. 


THE  FOLLOWING  laymen  participated  m  the 
Lavmen’s,  Day  Service  of  the  Metairie  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  October  28. 

D.  D.  Lyman,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Russell,  Charles  Riser, 
Elroy  Roemerhauser  and  Jim  Kellis.  A  fellow¬ 
ship  Supper  was  held  at  the  church  Friday,  No¬ 
vember  2,  at  7  p.m.  Rev.  John  Winn  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 


REV.  CLYDE  T.  SHAW,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  the  speaker  in  the 
Union  Thanksgiving  services  in  Alexandria  to 
be  held  at  the  Jewish  Temple  Thursday,  Novem¬ 
ber  22  at  10:00  a.m.  Music  will  be  furnished  by 
the  choir  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  and 
ministers  of  all  participating  churches  will,  as¬ 
sist.  . 

CHESTER  J.  GILLESPIE,  formerly  of  Robeline, 
and  a  member  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Methodist 
Church,  Bridge  City,  Texas,  was  granted  a  Local 
Preachers  License  at  the  JTirst  Methodist  Church, 
Beaumont,  Texas,  last  month.  Mr.  Gillespie  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Bridge  City  Chuich 
and  is  employed  as  an  engineer  for  KFDM-TV 
in  Bridge  City. 

SEVERAL  WEEKS  AGO  the  Tallulah  Minis¬ 
terial  Association  began  the  sponsorship  of 
a  morning  devotional  over  Radio  Station  KTLD 
at  8:15  to  8:30  a.m.  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday  mornings.  The  devotionals  will  be  led  by 
one  of  the  Tallulah  ministers'  each  week.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  program  may  be  of  some  help 
and  inspiration  to  many  of  the  people  of  the 
Tallulah  area. 


REV.  JIM  McLEAN,  director  of  religious  life 
and  of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement  at 


Centenary  College,  was  speaker  Thursday,  No¬ 
vember  8,  at  the  weekly  assembly  in  the  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel  on  the  campus.  In  his  address, 
entitled,  “Christianity,  Fake  or  Fact?”,  Rev.  Mr. 
McLean  urged  Christians  to  “practice  what  they 
preach”.  He  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Webb  D. 
Pomeroy,  acting  head  of  the  Bible  department. 

THE  CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR,  directed 
by  A.  C.  Voran,  presented  a  concert  at  7:30 
p.m.  Wednesday,  November  14,  before  the  So¬ 
journers,  Masonic  organization  for  servicemen, 
at  Barksdale  Mr  Force  Base.  On  Sunday,  they 
are  slated  to  sing  before  military  personnel  at 
Bossier  Base  on  the  Barksdale  reservation,  just 
outside  Shreveport.  Both  sacred  and  secular 
music  were  included  on  both  programs. 

CHARLES  FLURRY,  Youth  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  was 
guest  speaker 'Sunday  night,  November  4,  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  Mr.  Flurry  has 
just  returned  from  a  tour  of  twelve  countries 
of  Europe  and  the  Middle  East  and  has  finished 
a  six  weeks’  course  in  Germany  studying  the 
alcohol  problem  with  people  from  all  over  the 
-  world.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


THE  PREACHING  appointments  of  the  Ville 
Platte  Charge,  left  vacant  by  the  recent 
death  of  Rev.  H.  D.  Fisher,  were  filled  Sunday, 
November  4,  by  ministers  and  laymen  from  the 
David  Haas  Memorial  Methodist  Church  of 
Bunkie.  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  preached  at  the 
9:00  a.m.  service  at  Pine  Prairie,  C.  M.  Elliott 
spoke  at  Ville  Platte  at  11:00  a.m.  and  Dr.  J.  G. 
Snelling  preached  at  White’s  Chapel  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  service. 


FRED  HUENEFELD  of  Monroe,  was  Layman’s 
Day  speaker  at  Floyd  Methodist  Church.  He 
was  introduced  by  Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley,  President 
of  the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 
Miss  Reba  Coody  was  song  leader  with  Miss 
Joy  Holley  at  the  piano  and  a  solo  entitled 
“When  I  Kneel  To  Pray”  was  sung  by  Miss 
Mary  Lou  Holley.  Mrs.  Douglas  Wilson  led  the 
Responsive  Reading  and  Travis  Talley  acted  as 
usher.  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann  is  pastor  of  Floyd 
Church  and  was  on  vacation  at  this  time. 

MISS  LILLIAN  HAY,  Louisiana  Conference 
Director  of  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment  and  director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Southeastern  Louisiana  State-College,  Hammond, 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  Association  of' Col¬ 
lege  and  University  Ministers;  at  a  meeting  in 
Nashville,  October  25-29.  The  group,  formerly 
known  as  the  Methodist  Student  Workers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  changed  its  name  because  it  is  thought 
the  new  title  is  more  descriptive  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  members. 
The  officers  were  elected  for  two-year  terms. 

UNIVERSITY  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Lake 
Charles,  has  concluded  a  series  of  devotional 
breakfasts  for  youth  of  the  church  in  preparation 
for  the  church’s  special  week  of  services  which 
began  Sunday,  November  4.  Speakers  for  the 
breakfasts  were:  Aaron  Berterand  of  McNeese 
State  college  faculty;  Rev.  Sam  Nader,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District;  Chaplain 
Jared  Walker  of  the  Lake  Charles  Air  Fcjrce 
Base;  Rev.  Loyd  Williams,  pastor  of  Maplewood 
Methodist  Church;  and  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid, 
pastor  of  the  Simpson  Methodist  Church.  Rev. 

E.  B.  Emmerich  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  was  guest  speaker  on  Friday,  No¬ 
vember  2,  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ruston, 
when  the  United  Church  Women  of  Ruston  join¬ 
ed  millions  of  other  women  in  observing  World 
Community  Day.  Dr.  fickle  made  a  trip  to 
Japan  where  he  formerly  resided  and  to  Okinawa 
and  other  nearby  countries  last  summer  when 
he  accompanied  the  Centenary  College  Choir  on 
a  concert  tour.  Special  music  for  the  occasion 
was  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  W.  Y.  Thompson, 
director  of  music  for  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Fox  served  as  general  chairman,  and 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Townsend,  program  chairman  for  the 


observance. 


T>EV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice  president  of 
l\  Centenary  College,  is  representing  the  col¬ 
lege  at  various  district  conferences  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  Methodist  Church,  on  Tuesday, 
November  13,  he  attended  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Jennings,  Wednesday,  November  14,  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Lafayette  District  Conference  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas.  Thursday, 
November  14,  he  attended  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  at  the  First  Methodist  Churfch 
in  Alexandria.  Friday,  November  15,  he  will 
participate  in  the  Monroe  District  Conference  at 
the  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Shreveport,  spoke  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  Sunday  evening,  October 
28,  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
Thursday  evening,  November  8,  and  the  Park 
Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Tuesday 
evening,  November  6,  delivering  an  address  con¬ 
cerning  his  recent  trip  to  the  middle  east  and 
his  tour  of  the  Holy  Land.  The  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  presentation  was  a  part  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  Sunday  evening  service.  The  Rayne  Memorial 
presentation  was  to  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
of  several  of  the  New  Orleans  churches.  At  the 
Park  Avenue  Church,  Shreveport,  Dr.  Sloane 
was  speaking  to  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of 
that  church.  In  each  instance  a  group  of  colored 
slides,  which  Dr.  Sloane  made  on  his  recent  trip, 
was  shown. 


WHITE’S  CHAPEL  PASTOR  SUCCUMBS 

Rev.  H.  D.  Fisher,  pastor  of  the  White’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  District, 
died  Wednesday  afternoon,  October  31,  at  the 
Baptist  Hospital  in  Alexandria.  Brother  Fisher 
was  serving  his  third  year  as  pastor  of  White’s 
Chapel. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  November  2,  at  White’s  Chapel,  Eola,  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Alex¬ 
andria  District  Superintendent. 

Brother  Fisher  served  as  an  Approved  Sup¬ 
ply  Pastor  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


W.  C.  MARTIN  TO  VISIT  PHILIPPINES 

Dallas  (MI) — Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  pre¬ 
siding  officer  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area,  The 
Methodist  Church,  which  includes  the  North 
Texas,  Northwest  Texas  and  Central  Texas  Con¬ 
ferences,  is  scheduled  to  leave  here  Monday, 
November  5,  to  represent  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
The  Methodist  Church,  at  the  Central  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  Philippines.  He 
was  named  for  the  trip  at  the  December,  1955, 
meeting  of  the  council.  Three  annual  conferences 
and  one  provisional  conference  will  be  represent¬ 
ed.  According  to  latest  reports  there  are  368 
organized  Methodist  churches  with  84,041  names 
on  the  roll. 


DR.  H.  C.  TUCKER  PASSES  AT  99 

Dr.  Hugh  Clarence  Tucker,,  a  pioneer  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil,  and  for  half  a  century  the  Brazil 
agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  died  in  a 
nursing  home  in  Swarthmore,  Penna.,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  November  4,  in  the  100th  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  until  recently  been  living  with  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Lewis  A.  Estes  in  Media,  Penna. 

Dr.  Tucker,  who  was  native  of  rural  Wil¬ 
liamson  County,  Tenn.,  first  went  to  Brazil  in 
1886  as  a  missionary  of  the  former  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  following  year  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety  and  headed  their  Bible  publication  and  dis¬ 
tribution  in  Brazil  for  48  years.  Meanwhile  he 
was  active  in  religious,  educational,  and  social 
welfare  projects  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  was  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  “first  citizen”  and  the  “grand  old 
man”  of  the  evangelical  movement  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  In  1943  the  Brazilian  government  decorated 
Dr.  Tucker  with  the  “Order  of  the  Southern 
Cross”  in  recognition  of  his  services.  Readers 
Digest  related  his  career  under  the  title  “Gods 
Good  Neighbor”,  and  a  former  U.  S.  ambassador 
named  him  “America’s  best  goodwill  agent  in 
Brazil.”  * 
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New  Bastrop  Church 
In  Building  Fund 
Drive 


Rev.  James  Strozier,  Ruston,  and 
Rev.  C.  K.  Brooks,  pastor  of  the 
Concord-Mt.  Pleasant  charge  are 
the  preachers  in  a  revival  meeting 
this  week  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
church,  Ruston  district. 

Church  leaders  are  extending  a 
cordial  invitation  to  residents  of 
nearby  communities  to  attend. 

Services  begin  on  Monday  and 
will  continue  through  next  Sunday 
November  18. 

Zwolle-Bernice  Planning 
Educational  Buildings 

i  » 

Leaders  of  the  Zwolle  and  Bern¬ 
ice  Churches  held  meetings  recent¬ 
ly,  with  a  view  to  expand  their 
educational  facilities,  according  to 
Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  executive  se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Louisiana  Conferen¬ 
ce  Board  of  Education. 

Dr.  Sloane  had  been  invited  by 
these  church  leaders  to  consult 
about  their  plans.  The  Zwolle 
meeting  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening  October  18  and  the  Bern¬ 
ice  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  October  30. 

Rev.  James  Lawton  is  pastor  of 
the  Zwolle  congregation  and  Rev. 
W.  H.  Carroll  is  the  Bernice  pastor. 

HOSSTON  CHURCH 
DEDICATED 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
structure  which  was  dedicated,  was 
erected  in  1954  and  the  debt  was 
liquidated  this  year.  Following  the 
dedication  services  a  reception  was 
held  in  Fellowship  Hall. 

Former  pastors  and  their  wives 
attending  the  dedication  services 
were  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Woodward, 
Greensburg,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W. 
O.  Tisdale,  Springhill. 

H.  B.  McKinney  is  chairman  of 
the  official  board,  Paul  Hudson  is 
the  church  school  superintendent 
and  Mrs.  Irene  McKinney  is  the 
president  of  the  Hosston  Woman’s 
Society. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
ENROLLMENT  INCREASING 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
courses  as  personnel  management, 
income  tax  procedure,  shorthand 
and  accounting.  The  total  enroll¬ 
ment  is  about  550,  an  increase  of 
about  15  per  cent  over  that  of  the 
fall  semester  last  year. 

Burks  noted  that  (bourses  in  fine 
arts  and  applied  sciences  also  are 
attracting  increasing  numbers  of 
students.  A  total  enrollment  of  55 
is  listed  for  applied  science  courses, 
including  engineering  drawing,  map 
drafting,  descriptive  geometry  and 
blueprint  reading.  More  than  ■'  100 
students  are  taking  basic  English 
courses,  and  increased  enrollments 
also  are  recorded  for  such  courses 
as  interior  decorating  and  drawing 
and  composition. 

The  largest  individual  classes  are 
those  in  oil  and  gas  law,  Louisiana 
law  and  geology,  where  enrollments 
per  class  range  from  50  to  60  stu¬ 
dents. 

Mr.  Burks  said  increasing  interest 
in  adult  education  courses  is  “a 
healthy  sign”  and  indicates  that  stu¬ 
dents  whose  college  courses  leaned 
heavily  toward  professional  train¬ 
ing  now,  having  established  them¬ 
selves  in  their  careers,  are  return¬ 
ing  to  make  up  for  the  liberal  arts 
courses  they  lacked  time  to  take 
during  their  undergraduate  days. 


Revival  Scheduled  For 
Mt.  Pleasant 


Arkansan  Greeted  By  Indio's  President 


Members  of  the  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Bastrop,  launched  a 
building  fund  drive  on  .Sunday 
morning  October  28.  Following  the 
morning  service  a  meal  was  held 
at  the  church  to  which  all  Meth- 
dists  of  Bastrop  were  invited.  At 
this  time  a  cash  drive  was  begun 
to  help  finance  the  first  unit  of  the 
building  program  for  the  new 
church. 

Speakers  for  the  morning  serv¬ 
ice  included:  Norman  Rushings, 
Monroe,  Thomas  Knight,  Omar 
Perrv  and  Arthur  McMeans,  Jr.,  all 
of  Bastrcp.  Flint  Robertson,  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  member,  had 
charge  of  the  morning  service. 

The  Memorial  Me+hodist  congre¬ 
gation  is  now  holding  services  in 
the  American  Legion  Hall  until 
completion  of  the  first  unit  of  the 
building  program  is  completed. 

Members  were  asked  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  regular  church  budget 
at  the  same  time  the  building  fund 
drive  was  made. 


Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  pastor  of  the  Pulaski  Heights  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  at  far  right,  is  greeted  by  the  President  of  India, 
Dr.  Rajenda  Prasar,  as  three  unidentified  women  look  on. 

Dr.  Shamblin  is  now  enroute  home  after  completing  a  tour  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Missions  which  took  him  to  the  Middle  East,  the  Holy 
Land,  and  to  the  Centenary  Session  of  the  India  Conference  at  Lucknow. 
The  above  picture.was  made  when  Dr.  Shamblin,  one  of  a  group  of  four, 
was  received  by  the  President  of  India  at  a  government  reception  room 
in  Delhi. 


Hosston  Methodists 
Have  Revival 

Rev.  Reuel  H.  Allen,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Plain 
Dealing,  was  the  evangelist  for  a 
series  of  services  in  the  Hosston 
Methodist  Church  October  29-Nov- 

ember  4.  . 

Rev.  Mr.  Allen  is  a  native  of 
Hosston  and  the  Hosston  Methodist 
Church  was  his  home  church. 

Rev.  E.  A.  Keasler  is  the  pastor 
of  Hosston  Methodist  Church. 

Wesley  Methodists, 
Shreveport,  Have 
Special  Services 

Rev.  James  E.  Wilkerson,  pastor 
of  the  "Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  delivered  the  first  ser¬ 
mons  for  a  week  of  evangelistic 
services  at  Wesley  Church  Novem¬ 
ber  4-11. 

Other  ministers  assisted  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilkerson  as  follows:  Rev.  Eldred 
Blakely,  pastor  of  the  Morning  Side 
Church,  Shreveport,  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  November  5;  Rev.  George  Har- 
buck,  Broadmoor  pastor,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Tuesday  evening,  November  6; 
Rev.  John  A.  Wilkerson,  Shreveport, 
Wednesday  evening,  November  7; 
Rev.  George  Ross,  Caddo  Heights 
pastor,  Shreveport,  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning,  November  8;  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
Cedar  Grove  pastor,  Shreveport, 
Friday  evening,  November  9,  and 
Rev.  J.  M.  Alford,  Shreveport,  Sat¬ 
urday  evening,  November  10. 

Rev.  Mr.  Alford,  retired  member 
cjf'the  Louisiana  Conference,  was 
the  preacher  Sunday,  November  11, 
at  which  time  the  church  observed 
their  fifth  anniversary. 

Rev.  Mr.  Alford  was  instrumental 
in  the  organization  of  the  Wesley 
congregation. 


Bossier  City  Has  Rally- 
Installation  Services 

First  Church,  Bossier  City,  ob¬ 
served  Sunday,  October  28,  as  Rally 
Day  in  the  church  school  program. 
During  the  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  church  school  workers 
for  the  new  year  were  installed 
and  the  pastor,  Rev.  Alfred  M. 
Brown,  gave  recognition  to  the 
public  school  teachers  who  are 
members  of  First  Church  and  to 
Sunday  school  teachers  who  have 
had  five  years  experience. 


Urania  And  Tullos 
In  Joint  Revival 

Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  Alex- 
a  n  d  e  r,i  a  district  superintendent 
was  the  evangelist  in  revival  ser¬ 
vices  held  October  21-28  by  the 
Urania  and  Tullos  churches.  The 
services  were  held  in  the  Urania 
church. 

Special  music  for  the  services 
was  provided  by  choirs  of  the  Tul¬ 
los  Baptist  Church,  the  Urania 
Baptist  Church,  the  Urania  Pente¬ 
costal  Church,  and  New  Union 
Baptist  Church. 

According  to  the  Rev.  W  .T.  Hall, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Urania-Tullos 
charge  “These  services  did  much  to 
strengthen  the  spiritual  life  of  our 
charge  and  also  to  promote  a  new 
spirit  of  brotherhood  among  the 
denominations  represented  in  and 
around  the  community. 

Following  the  Friday  evening 
service  Rev.  Mr.  Townsend  was 
honored  with  a  surprise  birthday 
party,  which  was  held  in  the  edu¬ 
cational  building  and  attended  by  a 
large  group. 


Religious  Census  Conducted  In  St.  Charles  Parish 


A  religious  census  was  recently  completed  in  the  St.  Charles  parish,  New  Orleans 
district,  by  two  members  of  the  70E  evangelistic  team,  a  program  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  the  evangelism,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  team  included 
Gene  Rushing,  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  and  Bill  Elling  on,  Tacoma,  Washington.  They  are 
shown  in  the  above  picture  with  Rev.  Clayton  W.  Bennett,  pastor  of  the  St.  Johns  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans  district. 

The  team  also  conducted  a  census  for  the  Luling  Church,  located  near  the  Lion 
Oil  Industry. 
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WITH  THE  SUB- 
DISTRICTS 
Mansfield 

The  Mansfield  Sub-District  held 
its  monthly  meeting  October  8,  at 
the  Logansport  Methodist  Church 
■with  one  hundred  twenty-three 
youngs  people  and  adult  members 
present.  Vice-president  Donnie 
Webb  presided  over  the  business 
section. 

Plans  were  made  at  the  October 
meeting  for  the  adoption  of  a  sub- 
district  constitution.  Plans  for  the 
presentation  of  the  proposed  consti¬ 
tution  at  an  early  meeting  are  be¬ 
ing  worked  out.  In  other  action  the 
sub-district  council  will  meet  for 
its  monthly  meeting  on  the  Sunday 
following  sub-district  meetings.  In 
a  discussion  concerning  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  M.Y.  Fund,  Rev.  H.  M. 
Law,  Pelican  Methodist  Church  pas¬ 
tor,  told  of  personal  experiences  of 
the  Navajo  Indians  who  benefit  from 
the  fund. 

The  Logansport  M.Y.F.,  as  a  part 
of  the  program,  presented  a  two  act 
play,  “Columbus  Discovered  Amer¬ 
ica”. 

The  November  meeting  which  will 
be  held  at  Mansfield  will  feature  a 
Folk  Festival. — Virginia  Bobbitt,  re¬ 
porter 


Conway-Perry  County 

The  Conway-Perry  County  M.Y.F. 
sub-district  met  Monday  night,  No¬ 
vember  5th,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Morrilton,  with  eighty 
youth  and  adult  leaders  present. 

The  Oppelo  M.Y.F.  presented  the 
Thanksgiving  program.  The  sub¬ 
district  president  presided  at  the 
business  meeting. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Rickey,  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  led  the  group  in  folk 
games  after  which  refreshments 
were  then  served. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Morril¬ 
ton,  December  3,  at  7:00  P.M.,  with 
the  Morrilton  M.Y.F.  as  hosts.  — 
Claudette  Ruff,  reporter 

Trick  Or  Treat  For 
UNICEF  At 
Greenwell  Springs 

Halloween  with  the  traditional 
spooks,  apple  bobbing,  and  collect¬ 
ing  of  treats  was  observed  October 
30,  by  the  M.Y.F.  of  the  Magnolia 
Methodist  Church,  Greenwell 
Springs,  Louisiana.  Members  at¬ 
tended  a.  movie  “Trick  or  Treat”  for 
UNICEF  after  which  they  divided 
into  groups,  took  UNICEF  contain¬ 
ers  and  went  out  to  various  homes 
for  donations. 

The  young  people  returned  to  the 
church  for  recreation  and  refresh¬ 
ments  after  collecting  thirty-two 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents.  * 

According  to  Greenwell  Springs 
church  leaders,  everyone  participat¬ 
ing  found  this  method  of  celebrating 
Halloween  to  be  a  rewarding  ex¬ 
perience. 

Trick  Or  Treat 
At.  St.  James 

The  M.Y.F.  of  the  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Morrero,  Louisiana, 
report  a  collection  of  $37.00  for 
UNICEF  on  Halloween  night.  A 
weiner  roast  was  enjoyed  by  the/ 
group  after  the  collection.  This 
M.Y.F.  is  only  a  month  old  and 
this  was  their  first  project.  This 
organization  has  only  eight  mem¬ 
bers. 


Urges  Young  People  to  Serve  Korea 

Miss  Peggy  Billings,  of  McComb,  Mississippi,  a  missionary  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist-Board  of  Missions 
has  a  great  admiration — developed  from  personal  observation — for  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Korea  and  its  postwar  vitality. 

Commissioned  in  1952,  Miss  Billings,  who  is  in  the  United  States  on 
furlough,  has  been  in  Korea  for  all  her  missionary  service,  save  for  four 
months  in  Hiroshima,  Japan,  awaiting  military  permit  to  go  to  Korea. 


NA  Youth 
Leader  Attends 
Nat'l  Meeting 

Nashville,  Tennessee  (BE) — Rev. 
Pryor  Cruce,  conference  director  of 
youth  work  for  the  North  Arkansas 
conference,  is  one  of  forty-nine  ^ 
Methodist  youth  leaders  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  national  conference 
meeting  here.  Sessions  began  on  Oc¬ 
tober  29,  and  continued  through  No¬ 
vember  5. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Potter,  secretary 
of  the  youth  department  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  was  the 
chief  speaker.  A  native  of  Dominica, 
British  West  Indies,  Mr.  Potter  was 
for  two  years  in  charge  of  overseas 
work  by  the  British  Student  Chris¬ 
tian  Movement. 

“Youth  of  Asia  and  Africa  seem 
to  be  developing  a  profound  distrust 
of  communist  politics,”  he  told 
American  youth  leaders.  “At  the 
moment,  I  sense  a  kind  of  poise. 
The  vast  majority  are  not  committed 
—they  are  waiting.  Developments  in 
U.  S.  religious  influence  may  pro¬ 
foundly  affect  the  future  of  our 
generation  and  of  the  world.” 

The  Rev.  A.  Argyle  Knight,  staff 
member  of  the  Methodist  board  of 
education,  was  leader  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  which  is  the  third  of  its  type 
to  be  held  since  1950. 


Ferriday  Youth  Work 
For  UNICEF 

“Trick  or  Treat”  took  on  a  serious 
note  Halloween  night  when  the  Fer¬ 
riday  MYF  sponsored  a  fund-raising 
drive  for  the  nationwide  United  Na¬ 
tions  Children’s  Fund. 

The  MYF  sponsors,  Mrs.  E.  K. 
Townsend  and  Miss  Lynn  Welch, 
helped  the  youth  celebrate  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  party  after  the  drive. 

Buckner  Intermediates 
Raise  UNICEF 
Funds 

The  Intermediate  MYF  of  Buck¬ 
ner  Methodist  Church  participated 
in  the  UNICEF  Program,  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  Oct.  31st.  Eleven  chil¬ 
dren  took  part  and  $12.75  was  col¬ 
lected.  A  party,  given  by  the  WSCS, 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Joe  E.  Arnold 
is  the  Buckner  pastor. 

Amite  MYF 
Elects  Officers 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the 
Amite  MYF  include:  Chairman,  Pat 
Carpenter;  vice-chairman,  Martha 
Gene  McMichael;  secretary-treas¬ 
urer,  Jeanie  Dieterich;  November 
program  committee,  Neville  Kemp, 
Rene  Vessier,  Preston  Hood,  Martha 
Luther  and  Eugene  Watson. 


Bradley  MYF  And 
UNICEF 

The  Bradley  MYF,  of  Bradley, 
Arkansas,  observed  Halloween  night 
by  knocking  at  the  door  of  the 
homes  in  the  town  and  community 
for  contributions  for  UNICEF  in¬ 
stead  of  the  oldtime  “Trick  or 
Tredt”.  The  amount  collected  was 
$55.00.  Then  the  young  people  re¬ 
turned  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  P.  L. 
Hammond  where  a  Halloween  party, 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  was  -  en¬ 
joyed. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Rupert  Hoover 

GLORIFYING  THE 
COMMONPLACE 

Somewhere  I  ran  across  the  story 
of  a  great  French  artist,  Meissonier. 
He  once  had  a  pet  dog  which  suf¬ 
fered  a  broken  leg.  He  loved  the 
dog  like  a  child,  and  in  his  excite¬ 
ment  and  solicitude,  the  artist  wired 
a  famous  Paris  surgeon  to  come  im¬ 
mediately.  Thinking  that  some 
member  of  Meissonier’s  family  was 
in  serious  need  of  his  medical  skill, 
the  surgeon  rushed  to  the  artist’s 
home.  It  was  quite  a  shock  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  he  was  wanted  in  order 
to  care  for  an  injured  dog.  But  with 
unusual  control  he  held  his  temper 
and  pride  in  check,  and  applied  his 
genius  and  skill  to  ministering  to 
the  suffering  animal. 

The  artist  was  pleased  with  the 
promptness  and  the  skill  of  the 
surgeon  and  he  asked  for  the  bill 
that  he  might  pay  him  immediately. 
The  surgeon  agked  him  to  come  to 
his  office  the  next  time  he  happened 
to  be  in  Parish.  When  he  did  so,  the 
surgeon  met  him  and  inquired  in  a 
matter-of-fact  manner,  “You  are  a 
painter,  I  believe?”  “Yes,”  Meisson¬ 
ier  replied,  “I  paint  pictures.” 
Pointing  to  a  very  plain  wooden 
cabinet  in  his  office,  the  doctor  said, 
“Get  a  can  of  plain  grey  paint  and 
a  wide  brush  and  paint  that  cabinet, 
and  we  will  call  the  bill  settled.” 
The  doctor  then  left  the  room. 

The  artist  was  as  shocked  as  the 
surgeon  had  been  a  few  days  previ¬ 
ously.  He  realized  the  intent  of  the 
surgeon.  “Painter — house  painter — 
cabinet  painter,”  he  thought  as  he 
faced  the  task  before  him.  Then  he 
had  an  inspiration.  “I  will  paint  the 
cabinet,  but  in  my  own  way.”  He 
painted  the  cabinet,  but  not  in  an 
ordinary  f oat-brush  job  of  the  cabi¬ 
net  painter.  He  painted  it  as  an 
artist  challenged  to  give  his  best, 
and  he  responded  as  an  artist.  On 
the  two  panels  of  the  cabinet  ap¬ 
peared  two  of  the  finest  of  Meisson¬ 
ier’s  creations! 

It  is  genius  that  can  transform  the 
commonplace  into  the  extraordi¬ 
nary.  When  one  realizes  what  has 
happened  in  the  world  because  of 
the  touch  of  the  Artist  of  Life,  he 
sees  that  when  life  is  transformed 
by  the  friendship  of  Jesus,  it  in  turn 
lifts  the  commonplace  of  the  level 
of  true  greatness. 

Out  at  Simpson  College  in  Iowa 
recently  they  dedicated  a  new 
science  hall.  It  is  named  for  a 
graduate  of  that  school,  George 
Washington  Carver.  Students  who 
work  in  the  laboratories  of  Carver 
Science  Hall  will  be  following  the 
footsteps  of  a  man  who  more  than 
any  other  single  person  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  glorifying  the  commonplace 
in  our  time.  This  great  scientist  and 
humanitarian  who  called  his  Tus- 
kegee  laboratory,  “God’s  little  work¬ 
shop”  found  dyes  in  common  clay, 
medicine  in  peanuts,  and  perfume 
in  sweet  potatoes,  and  gave  us  a 
host  of  other  items  we  use  every 
day  which  he  found  in  the  comraon- 


The  Korean  Church  is  using  its 
funds  wisely,”  Miss  Billings  said, 
“by  making  loans  to  farmers  and 
small  businessmen,  who  are  good  a- 
bout  repaying.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
church  that  all  local  churches  be 
self-supporting  in  three  years.  The 
church  has  said  also,  ‘We  will  build’, 
thereby  encouraging  other  Koreans! 
even  non-Christians,  who  have  been 
hesitant  to  rebuild  following  the 
war.” 

Miss  Billings  describes  the  Ko¬ 
reans  as  “very  outgoing,”  saying  that 
in  their  national  characteristics  they 
might  be  called  “the  Americans  of 
the  Orient.” 

Ever  since  Miss  Billings  began  to 
consider  missionary  service  it  has 
been  her  desire  to  go  to  the  Orient, 
and  after  hearing  Miss  Margaret 
Billingsley,  executive  secretary  of 
Woman’s  Division  work  in  Japan 
and  Korea,  speak  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege,  Miss  Billings  applied  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  Korea,  a  decision  she  has  not 
regretted. 

During  her  four  months’  wait  in 
Hiroshima,  she  worked  with  a  small 
Korean  church  in  that  city.  From 
Hiroshima  she  went  to  Pusan,  Ko¬ 
rea,  for  twenty  months,  working 
there  in  a  community  center  which 
was  “brand  new”,  as  the  Woman’s 
Division  had  no  work  in  Pusan  prior 
to  the  war. 

This  center,  which  was  started  by 
Miss  Mollie  Townsend,  another 
Woman’s  Division  missionary,  works 
mainly  with  children.  In  addition 
to  her  work  at  the  center,  Miss  Bill¬ 
ings  taught  for  one  semester  a 
course  in  group  work  at  “Ewha-in- 
exile”,  the  university  which  “refu- 
geed”  from  Seoul  to  Korea  during 
the  war. 

Pusan  was  very  crowded  during 
those  months,  Miss  Billings  said,  as 
it  is  the  most  southern  point  in 
Korea  and  “everybody  wanted  to 
get  as  far  south  as  possible.” 

From  Pusan  she  went  to  Seoul,  to 
her  present  post,  the  Tai  Whai 
Christian  Center.  The  center,  which 
had  been  in  operation  before  the 
war,  was  not  destroyed,  probably, 
says  Miss  Billings,  “because  it  is 
right  in  the  center  of  the  city  and 
both  Chinese  communists  and  U.  S. 
Army  forces  used  it  as  an  intelli¬ 
gence  center.” 

The  Tai  Whai  center  has  a  wide 
range  of  service  to  all  age  groups, 
from  babies  to  elderly  adults.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Miss  Billings  its  postwar 
program  is  being  built  slowly  and 
soundly,  as  needs  develop. 

Asked  if  she  had  a  “message”  for 
the  church  at  home,  Miss  Billings 
replied,  “That’s  a  pretty  big  order, 
but  I  would  like  to  say  that  there 
is  at  present  a  religious  vacuum  in 
Korea,  especially  among  young 
people,  which  affords  a  tremendous 
opportunity  for  Christianity. 

“Consequently,  I  hope  that  more 
and  more  young  people  will  come 
out  to  Korea  to  help  us  in  mission¬ 
ary  service.” 


place  products  of  the  earth. 

His  mooto  is  worth  remembering 
by  all  youth.  “Dip  down  your 
bucket  where  you  are.”  The  Bible 
puts  it  this  way,  “The  place  where 
you  stand  is  holy  ground.” 
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Haynesville  Holds 
Unusual  Study 

A  most  unusual  and  unique  me¬ 
thod  was  used  in  presenting  the 
study  on  Southeast  Asoa,  which 
was  given  on  Oct.  8,  at  9:30  a.m.  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  Haynes¬ 
ville  Methodist  Church. 

A  tiny  airplane,  bearing  the  flags 
of  the  United  States,  Burma,  Thai¬ 
land,  Indo  China  Malaya,  Indones¬ 
ia,  Sarawak.  Philippines,  Hong 
Kong,  and  Taiwan,  was  used  as  a 
part  of  the  worshio  center,  and 
symbolized  the  purpose  and  plans 
of  the  study. 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Pritchett,  acting  as 
conductor,  directed  the  forty  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  class  as  they  entered 
the  imaginary  airplane,  “Better 
Understanding,”  bound  for  a  visit 
to  the  islands  and  countries  that 
comprise  Southeast  Asia.  The  plane 
flew  east  ove£  the  United  States, 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Africa,  the 
Suez  Canal,  South  Asia,  and  made 
its  first  lengthy  stop  at  Rangoon, 
Burma.  Here  a  tour  of  the  city  was 
made  before  flying  to  all  the  capi¬ 
tals  and  large  cities  of  different  is¬ 
lands  and  countries.  The  travelers 
listed  the  most  interesting  facts 
that  they  found  at  each  stop,  and 
reported  them  to  the  group  as  they 
re-assembled  on  the  plane.  Of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  were  the  views  as  seen 
from  the  plane:  Fields  of  cotton, 
corn,  rice,  sugar  cane,  sweet  pota¬ 
toes,  peanuts,  soy  beans,  tobacco; 
plantations  of  rubber,  tea,  pine¬ 
apples,  bananas,  cocoanuts;  herds 
of  buffaloes,  oxen,  pigs,  goats, 
sheep  and  horses — all  made  a  kale¬ 
idoscopic  picture  that  is  beyond  de- 
sciption. 

Passengers  were  seen  reading 
pamphlets,  The  World  Outlook, 
The  Methodist  Woman,  the  text, 
“Southeast  Asia,”  seeking  for  facts 
concerning  the  schools,  clinics, 
hospitals  and  churches  that  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  sponsors. 

A  long  stop  was  made  at  Man¬ 
ila,  the  capital  of  the  Philippines, 
where  a  visit  was  made  to  the  old 
part  of  the  city,  with  its  walls  and 
moat.  From  here,  also,  the  group 
made  a  side  trip  to  visit  the  farm 
project  which  are  operated  under 
the  supervision  of  President  Ma?- 
saysay.  Mrs.  J.  L.  Reeves,  a  member 
of  the  party,  who  has  made  a  spe¬ 
cial  study  of  this  project,  explained 
the  purpose  and  the  results  of  the 
undertaking. 

Enroute  from  the  Philippines  to 
the  United  States,  Mrs.  Charles 
Brand,  another  member  of  the 
party,  told  a  beautiful  Oriental 
love  story,  which  revealed  the 
home  life,  marriage  customs,  religi¬ 
ous  rites  of  the  churches  of  the 
Orient,  and  the  influence  that  the 
Mission  Schools,  and  churches  had 
upon  the  groom,  and  finally  upon 
the  young  bride  and  her  familv. 
The  story  was  thoroughly  enjoyed 
by  the  entire  group  of  travelers, 
and  proved  to  be  a  grand  finale  to 
the  “Around  the  World”  trio  that 
the  class  had  experienced.  During 
the  trio  the  airnlane  hostess  serv¬ 
ed  iced  fruit  juices  and  corn  and 
Peanut  candies,  products  of  the 
visited  islands,'  to  the  members  of 
the  party. 


ARKANSAS  •  LOUISIANA  ARKA 


A  TRIP  TO  ALDERSGATE 


Jonesboro  And 
Paragould  Guilds  Hold 
Joint  Session 

Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  of  the 
Jonesboro  and  Paragould  Districts 
met  in  all  day  session  at  Wayland 
Spring  Camp  on  Sunday,  October 
14,  1£56,  for  their  annual  Coaching 
Conference  and  Educational  Semi¬ 
nar.  Approximately  70  Guilders 
were  present. 

Coaching  in  the  various  lines  of 
work  was  done  during  the  morning 
session  by  Mrs.  Perry  Biggs,  Para¬ 
gould  District  Secretary,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Audrey  Adams,  Jonesboro 
District  Secretary;  Mrs.  Ben  De- 
Voll  of  Paragould  and  Miss  Vir¬ 
ginia  Lowrie  and  Mrs.  Allan 
Mount  of  Jonesboro. 

At  11:30  a  worship  service  was 
held  in  the  chapel,  with  a  sermon 
by  the  Reverend  J.  Albert  Gatlin, 
Paragould  District  Superintendent. 
A  special  offering  was  taken  for 
Emma  Nell  Wayland  who  works  in 
Korea. 

Pot  luck  luncheon  was  served  at 
noon. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  four  ap¬ 
proved  studies  for  1956-57  were 
ably  presented  as  follows: 

Mission  U.  S.  A.  —  Mrs.  Audrey 
Adams,  Jonesboro. 

Paul’s  Letters  to  the  Local 
Churches  —  Rev.  J.  A’bert  Gatlin. 

Youth  in  a  Responsible  Society 
—  A  Christian’s  Concern  —  Mrs.  C. 
W.  Nickles,  Walnut  Ridge. 

Southeast  Asia  —  Mrs.  Mabel 
Pone,  Piggott. 

The  meeting  closed  at  3:00  after 
a  brief  meditation,  1  ed  by  Mrs. 
Maude  Melton  of  Jonesboro. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Week  of  Prayer  and  Self 
Denial  program  ended  with  a  pro¬ 
gram  “O  Tedch  Me,  Lord,  that  I 
May  Teach”  which  was  presented 
at  the  Methodist,  Church.  Columbia, 
La.  The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
was  in  charge.  Owen  Brown  of 
Alexandria  sang. 


The  Wakefield  Church,  Center 
Point  Circuit,  which  is  located  5 
miles  Southwest  of  Nashville,  ob¬ 
served  the  Week  of  Prayer  October 
31,  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Coleman, 
leader.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
program  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  C.  Lewis.  There 
are  twelve  active  members  of  the 
society,  and  meetings  are  held  each 
week.  Members  are  making  the 
church  the  center  of  all  activities 
in  the  community. 


The  Barksdale  W’oman’s  Society 
sponsored  a  bazzar  and  spaghetti 
supper  November  2  with  Mrs. 
Kesse  Mens  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hays 
co-chairmen. 


Week  of  Prayer  and  Self  Denial 
was  observed  by  the  Oak  Grove 
Woman’s  Society  on  October  28 
with  Mrs.  J.  V.  Sims  and  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Tatum  in  charge  of  the  program. 


Mrs.  E.  W.  Harris.  Baton  Rouge, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Vida- 
lia  observance  of  the  Week  of 


How  can  one  put  into  words  the 
wonderful  experience  of  a  trip  to 
Aldersgate?  I  am  tempted  to  say 
“go  and  see  for  yourself”.  I  say 
this  for  two  reasons:  first,  words 
are  inadequate  to  describe  the  na¬ 
tural  beauty.  the  spacious  build¬ 
ings,  and  the  cordial  hospitality  ex¬ 
tended  our  group;  and  secondly, 
Methodism  should  “go  and  spe”  this 
beautiful  camp  site  owned  by  The 
Woman’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  maintained  by  them  for  the 
training  of  Christian  leaders  of  all 
races. 

Saturdav  noon,  October  27th, 
ninety  women  representing  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  of  the 
Monroe  District,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  boarded  a  large  chartered 
Continental  Trailways  Bus  at  Mon¬ 
roe  for  a  triD  to  Aldersgate,  just 
west  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
After  taking  on  part  of  the  crowd 
at  Bastrop,  the  travelers  reached 
Aldersgate  just  in  time  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  very  cordially  bv  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mike  Willis,  directors  of  the 
Camo  and  several  Guilders  from 
the  Little  Rock  District,  before  the 
evening  meal. 

After  a  d°lightful  dinner  we 
gathered  before  the  roaring  fire 
in  the  huge  fireplace  at  one  end 
of  the  dining  hall  and,  as  the  great 
logs  burned,  we  entered  into  an 
evening  program  of  mediation. 
Then  Mr.  Willis  informed  the 
groun  on  the  purpose  and  growth 
of  Aldersgate.  Then  to  the  cabins 
for  a  good  night’s  sleep.  Sunday 
morning  began  with  early  coffee. 
The  morning  devotional  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Bea  Thomas  of 
Little  Rock.  The  Louisiana  delega¬ 
tion  was  delighted  to  have  these 
Little  Rock  Gui’ders  add  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  weekend.  After 


Batesville  Churches 
Meet  Together 

An  interesting  meeting  of  wom¬ 
en’s  group*  of  three  white  and  two 
negro.  Methodist  Churches  in 
B^tesviRe.  was  held  Nov.  6th  at 
First  Church.  Participating  socie¬ 
ties  were  those  of  Central  Avenue, 
Asbury,  First  Church,  Lafferty 


Prayer  and  Self  Denial  on  Octo¬ 
ber  26. 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  of  the  Louisiana 
Memorial  Methodist  Church.  Ope- 
loucas,  held  a  sacrificial  meal  in 
observance  of  the  Week  of  Praver 
October  29  at  p.m.  Miss  Claire  Mc¬ 
Kinnon  led  the  program. 


Trurunnn  Woman’s  Society  had 
Mr.  Sidi  Mohammed  Sjaff,  a  Ma¬ 
laysian  native  from  the  island  of 
Jmm.  as  a  social  *neakDr.  Mr. 

.  Sjaff  was  one  of  six  Indonesian  edi¬ 
tors  visiting  in  Arknsas  in  October. 
He  is  a  participant  in  the  foreign 
student  and  leader  exchange  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  International  Educa¬ 
tion  Exchange  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  State. 


breakfast  the  Guilders  hiked  over 
the  camp  site  with  the  director 
and  learned  how  the  hills,  the  lake, 
the  winding  paths,  the  birds  and 
trees  the  nin°  saplings,  the  sub¬ 
stantially  built  cabins,  the  day- 
camp  recreation  center,  and  greater 
plans  for  future  development  all 
contribute  to  make  the  incompar¬ 
able  camp  called  Aldersgate. 

The  rest  of  the  morning  was 
spent  in  a  round-table  discussion 
of  the  56-57  courses  of  study  for 
our  Guilds,  directed  by  Mrs.  Ruby 
Phillips,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Missionary  Education  and  Mrs. 
Agnes  Miller.  Monroe  District  Se¬ 
cretary  of  Missionarv  Education. 
A_fter  a  delicious  chicken  dinner 
we  boarded  our  Bus  for  the  return 
trio.  The  changing  profusion  of 
colors  in  the  autumn  leaves  en- 
hansed  the  beauty  of  the  wooded 
areas  along  the  highway.  Those 
who  benefited  bv  this  unusual  ex¬ 
perience  were:  Monroe  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  —  Mrs.  Ola  Caldwell, 
Mrs.  Cora  Harris  (wife  of  District 
Superintendent  James  T.  Harris) 
Miss  D.  L.  O.  Puckett,  Mi*s  Mary 
Alma  Tompkins,  Miss  .Tenibe  West¬ 
brook,  Mrs.  Annie  Seidensninner, 
Mrs.  Agnes  MiUer,  Mrs.  Claudia 
Miller,  Miss  Frances  Langford, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Langford:  West 
Monroe  First  Church  —  Mrs.  Har¬ 
riet  Russell,  Mrs.  Louise  Bvrd; 
Bactop  First  Church.  Mrs  .Minza 
Rabun  (Conference  W.  S.  G.  Se¬ 
cretary!,  Mr.  Monie  Dalton:  Bon 
Idee:  Mrs.  R.  T.  McGowan  (W.  S. 
C.  S’.),  Mer  Rouge;  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Moss.  Misp  Betty  Miles;  and  Plain 
Dealing.  Shreveport  District  —  Mrs. 
Ruby  Phillip  (Cehference  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Missionary  Education),  and 
Mrs.  Rachel  Rogers. 


Memorial,  and  Bethel,  A.  M.  E. 

The  program  was  planned  by  a 
committee  composed  of  members  of 
both  races  participating  in  this 
project  for  better  understanding 
between  races  and  nations.  The 
theme  chosen  from  materials  in 
program  building  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  S°rvice,  was 
“Strangers  in  the  Midst”,  and  the 
information  was  presented  as  a 
panel  discussion,  —  the  panel  be¬ 
ing  made  up  of  members  of  both 
races. 

A  period  of  fellowship  in  singing, 
contributing  to  the  feeling  of  unity, 
as  appropriate  hvmns  of  the  church 
were  sung.  A  choir  from  the  two 
societies  of  negro  women,  sang  spe¬ 
cial  sel^c+ions  which  were  heard 
with  pleasure  and  appreciation. 

The  worship  program  consisting 
of  responsive  readings,  meditation, 
pr^-ws  and  hymns,  were  carefully 
selected  and  copies  put  in  the 
hands  of  each  person. 

The  meeting,  which  was  well  at¬ 
tended,  accomplished  some  desired 
outcomes,  (1)  better  understanding 
among  the  individuals  of  the 
groups,  who  have  common  pro¬ 
blems  and  privileges;  (2)  a  satisfy¬ 
ing  experience  in  social  and  spiri¬ 
tual  fellowship.. — Mrs.  R.  E.  Con¬ 
nell 


Elizabeth  Langford,  Reporter 
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Little  Rock  Conference 
Member  Dies 

Rev.  Jesse  Lee  Leonard,  retired 
member  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  in  a  Little  Rock  hospital 
November  6,  1956.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Highland  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  by  Dr.  Arthur  Terry, 
Little  Rock  district  superintendent 
and  Rev.  H.  O.  Bolin,  pastor  of 
the  Highland  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  where  Brother  Leonard 
worshipped. 

Brother  Leonard  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1876  near  Sparkman,  Dallas 
County,  Arkansas,  the  son  of  the 
late  Solomon  and  Minerva  Goza 
Leonard. 

Jesse  Lee  Leonard  graduated 
from  the  old  Arkadelphia  Metho¬ 
dist  College  now  Henderson  State 
College.  He  did  graduate  work  at 
Hendrix  College  and  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

He  married  Miss  Ella  Ison  of 
Center  Point,  Howard  County,  who 
preceded  him  in  death.  There  were 
three  children  in  the  family,  Dod¬ 
son  I.  Leonard,  Little  Rock,  John 
Lee  Leonard,  Texas  City,  Texas 
and  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Johnny  M. 
Burnett,  Little  Rock. 

Rev.  Mr.  Leonard  was  ordained 
and  licensed  as  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  1902.  After  a  short  period 
at  Pueblo  in  the  Colorado  Confer¬ 
ence,  he  served  the  following  Ark¬ 
ansas  churches:  Fulton,  Pulman 
Heights  in  Hot  Springs,  Amity,  Des 
Arc,  Highland  in  Little  Rock,  Leola, 
Horatio,  Thornton,  Dierks,  Fore¬ 
man,  Junction  City,  Tillar,  Wash¬ 


ington,  Waldo,  Star  City,  Sheridan 
and  Keo. 

He  had  a  total  of  35  years  in  the 
active  ministry. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Russell 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  490  at  Spark¬ 
man  and  was  for  50  years  a  Mason. 
He  was  for  several  years  a  Master 
Mason. 

Besides  the  children  he  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  brothers  and  two 
sisters.  Dr.  J.  D.  Leonard  of  Bronte, 
Texas;  John  Leonard  of  Sparkman; 
Mrs.  Imola  Horton  and  Mrs.  Etta 
Smith  of  Pine  Bluff.  Six  grand¬ 
children  and  four  great  grandchil¬ 
dren. 


THANKSGIVING 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
was  formed.  Unto  God,  our  early 
leaders  looked  as  they  fell  on  their 
knees  in  prayer  for  guidance.  Read 
of  their  lives  in  “Famous  Signers 
of  the  Declaration”.  Our  country 
has  fought,  bled  and  died  to  give 
us  the  right  of  choice  to  worship, 
to  vote,  to  live  free  indeed. 

Our  wonderful  beloved  land  of 
the  free  hoists  the  red,  white  and 
blue  flag  o’er  land  and  sea.  Do 
you  remember  where  our  nation’s 
flag  came  from?  Did  you  know 
George  Washington  went  to  a 
house  in  Philadelphia  to  ask  a  fine, 
young  seamstress,  Betsy  Ross,  to 
make  it?  What  a  thrill  to  see  Old 
Glory  unfurl  in  the  breeze  and, hear 
the  band  strike  up  “Stars  and 
Stripes  Forever”.  Americans,  live 
up  to  what  she  stands  for. 

Take  a  look  at  “A  History  of  the 
United  States”  and  “Our  Country 
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MEMORIALS 

IN  HONOR  of  Mrs.  P.  C.  Mayo  by  Holly 
Grove  Methodist  Church 
IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Mrs.  Lucy  White  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Bransford 

Mr.  V.  J.  Trotter  by  T.  J.  Raney  and  Sons 
Mrs.  E.  L.  White  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Bransford,  Sr. 

Grannie  Lewis  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Carr 
Burgess  and  family 

Mr.  Fred  G.  Walker  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Con¬ 
nor  Morehead 

Mr.  R.  Minor  Craig  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Con¬ 
nor  Morehead 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Goodgame  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  and  Laney 

Mr  D.  O.  Porter,  Jr.,  by  Mrs.  Ray  Meador 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  D.  Bowles 
Donald  McLe=n  pv,~,.nnake  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Shewmake 
Mr.  M.  T.  Burge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
Warrick,  Jr. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Woods  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Coleman 

Mr.  R.  Minor  Craig  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
Burney  Wilson 

Mrs.  E.  L.  White,  Sr.,  by  Lonoke  Methodist 
Church 

Mrs.  I.  B.  Nicholson  by  Board  of  Stewards, 
DeValls  Bluff  Methodist  Church 
Mrs.  Anna  Kathryn  Hull  by  Salem  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

Mr.  William  Kreigbaum  by  Salem  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

Mr.  M.  T.  Burge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H. 

Fish,  Jr.  ,  „ 

Mr.  Ivory  Ernest  Butler  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  W.  Stone 

Judge  Elza  Housley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Benton  Newcome  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Dean  Pugh  and  Miss  Mar¬ 
tha  Pugh 

Mr.  Martin  Burge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Benton  Newcome,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Dean  Pugh  and  Miss  Martha  Pugh 
Mr.  M.  T.  Burge  by  Mrs.  R.  N.  Henry  and 
Clara  Henry 

Mr.  M.  T.  Burge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Banks  „ 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Rogers  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
^Slctnks 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Rogers  by  Howard  S.  Hopkins 
Mr.  W.  E.  Leek,  Sr„  by  Mrs.  F.  O.  Hop¬ 
kins  and  children 

Mr  Elza  T.  Housley  by  The  Clifton  Fam¬ 
ily” 


Mrs.  Mary  Chapman  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Birch 
Mrs.  Claudia  Smith  by  Mrs.  O.  G.  Burn¬ 
ham 

•*Mr.  Rufus  Cox  by  Bessie  Duncan 
Mr.  Theo  McCauley  by  Marshall  and 
Gladys  Black  and  M.  J.,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Pearl  Taliaferro  by  Mrs.  Mary  McG. 
Nobles 

Mr.  V.  J.  Trotter,  Sr.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  A.  Rose 

Mr.  M.  T.  Burge  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
A  Rose 

Mr.  R.  D.  McClain  by  Friendship  Class, 
Winfield  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock 
Mr.  Tom  Hundley  by  Mrs.  Mary  McG. 

Nobles  ..  „ 

Mrs.  Jesseie  Woolery  by  DeValls  Bluff 
Methodist  Church 
Aubrey  Davis  by  Jewell  Bond 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hundley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I.  A.  Chambers 

Mr.  W.  J.  Pullen  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Davis 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wilson  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
Crumpler  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Tram¬ 
mell  „  „„  _ 

Mr.  Fred  M.  Causey  by  Mrs.  Mary  McG. 

Nobles  , 

Mr.  W.  J.  Pullen  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer 
L.  Davis  , 

Mr.  David  Hamm  by  George  and  Ida 
Jones  and  Julia  and  Don  Scott 
Mr.  W.  J.  Pullen  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ervin 
Tipton 

Mrs.  Vesta  E.  King  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 

Lumpkin  , 

Mrs.  Nova  L.  Hinton  by  Circle  No.  3, 
W  S.C.S.  of  Wynne  Methodist  Church 
Mr.  Sam  Miller  by  Mrs.  Louise  Thomas 
Mr.  Sam  Miller  by  Ruth  and  Jim  Dearing 
Mr.  Elza  T.  Housley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Wilkin 

Mr  Sam  Miller  by  Mrs.  John  S.  Calloway 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Casey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Curtis 

Miss  Fannie  King  by  Mrs.  Everett  Tucker 
Mrs.  Miranda  B.  Casey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Smith 

Mrs.  Bertha  Allen  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Smith 

Mr.  Roy  O;  Baker  by  Men’s  Bible  Class, 
Marion  Methodist  Church 
Mr.  J.  E.  Clarke  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Carter 

Connor  Morehead, 
Superintendent 


New  Book  Editor  Named  By  Publication  Board 

At  Annual  Meet 

Record  Year  of  Service  Reported 


Nashville,  (MI)  —  Two  top  edi¬ 
torial  posts  were  filled,  the  “big¬ 
gest  year  of  service”  was  reported, 
and  the  corporate  structure  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  was 
reorganized  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Publica¬ 
tion  October  31  in  Cincinnati. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Emory  S.  Bucke, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  elected  Book 
Editor  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  L.  Scott  Allen,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  was  elected  editor  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Christian  Advocate,  official  or¬ 
gan  of  the  Central  (Negro)  Juris¬ 
diction  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Bucke  succeed?  the  Rev.  Dr.. 
Nolan  B.  Harmon,  book  editor  for 
16  years  before  being  elected  bi¬ 
shop  in  July.  The  45-year-old 
Methodist  minister  has  been,  for 
the  last  two  years,  manager  of  the 
College  Text  Book  Department  of 
Abingdon  Press,  book  publishing 
business  of  the  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House.  A  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  New  England  Conference,  he 
has  served  churches  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  For  nine  years,  he  was  edi¬ 
tor-manager  of  Zion’  Herald,  inde¬ 
pendent  Methodist  publication. 

Among  Dr.  Bucke’s  responsibili¬ 
ties  will  be  selecting  and  editing 
manuscripts  for  publication.  He 
will  have  offices  in  Nashville  and 
New  York. 

Mr.  Allen,  new  editor  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Christian  Advocate,  was  pastor 
of  Central  Methodist  Church,  At¬ 
lanta.  He  will  move  to  New  Or¬ 
leans.  where  editorial  offices  of  the 
publication  are  located. 


America”  and  see  our  progress 
since  the  birth  of  our  nation. 

The  Spiritual  Basis 

Lastly,  as  we  look  close  at  our 
America,  realizing  we  are  tottering 
on  the  brink  of  destruction  possi¬ 
bly,  we  would  seek  afresh  “Ameri¬ 
ca’s  Spiritual  Recovery.”  We  are  re¬ 
discovering  that  our  origin,  our  in¬ 
struments  of  government  and  our 
institutions  are  dependent  upon  the 
faith  of  our  Fathers  who  gave  their 
lives  that  we  might  worship  God 
in  deed  and  in  truth.  This  faith  is 
indispensable,  America  has  a  sum¬ 
mons.  Drink  in  the  wells  of  spiri¬ 
tual  life  in  the  sanctuaries  of  God 
to  strengthen  us  with  God’s  Word 
and  His  Living  Truth  and  to  sus¬ 
tain  us  in  the  life  of  America  to¬ 
day.  Hear  this  summons  in  the 
Book  of  Chronicles:  “If  my  people 
which  are  called  by  my  name  shall 
humble  themselves  and  pray,  and 
seek  my  face  and  turn  from  their 
wicked  ways,  then  will  I  hear  from 
Heaven  and  forgive  their  sin  and 
heal  their  land?” 

From  a  “Cyclopedia  of  Sermons” 
let  us  close  with  David’s  Thanks¬ 
giving  proclamation  from  God’s 
Word  in  Psalms:  “O  Give  Thanks 
unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good:  For 
His  mercy  endureth  forever.  Enter 
thou  into  His  gates  with  Thanks¬ 
giving  and  unto  His  courts  with 
praise.  Be  thankful  unto  Him  and 
Bless  His  Holy  name.  Praise  the 
Lord,  O  Jerusalem,  praise  thy  God, 
O  Zion  for  He  hath  strengthened 
the  bars  of  thy  gates,  He  hath 
blessed  they  children  within  thee; 
He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders;  He 
filleth  thee  with  the  finest  of  what. 
Let  all  the  people  praise  thee,  O 
Lord;  Let  all  the  people  praise  thee. 
Amen.” 


Dr.  Bucke  1  Mr.  Pierce 


Mr.  Allen  has  served  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  churches  in  Georgia  and 
has  written  for  the  Central  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  and  other  publica¬ 
tions.  A  natitve  of  Mississippi,  he 
is  38  years  old.  He  succeeds  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Prince  Albert  Taylor,  Jr., 
who  was  editor  of  the  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  magazine  eiaht  years  be¬ 
fore  being  elected  bishop  in  June. 

“The  biggest,  year  of  service  to 
the  church  and  individuals”  was 
reported  by  the  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 

For  the  fourteenth  consecutive 
fiscal  year,  an  increase  in  net  sales 
was  announced.  The  total  sales  fig¬ 
ure  was  not  announced  for  publica¬ 
tion,  but  an  increase  of  6.91  per  cent 
was  reported.  Dollars-and-cents 
totals  are  reported  quadrennially 
to  the  church. 

Circulation  of  church  school  lit¬ 
erature  reached  6,813.956.  This  top¬ 
ped  all  previous  records  and  was 
an  increase  of  about  three  per  cent 
over  last  year.  Nearly  4,500.000 
copies  of  books  were  produced 
during  the  year,  and  the  number  of 
Weekly  church  bulletins  produced 
increased  to  73,185,800. 

Net  income  from  the  mail  order 
houses  and  Coksebury  Book  Stores 
was  19.85  per  cent  more  than  last 
year.  Over-the-counter  sales  in  the 
15  stores  across  the  country  increa- 
ed  8.81  per  cent. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year, 
the  board  appropriated  $600,000  for 
conference  claimants  (retired 
Methodist  ministers  or  their  wi¬ 
dows  and  dependent  children). 
This  brought  to  $16,068,198  the  to¬ 
tal  amount  appropriated  for  the 
cause  by  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  cor¬ 
porate  structure  of  the  publishing 
interests,  Lovick  Pierce,  Nashville, 
was  elected  president  and  publish¬ 
er.  For  ten  years,  he  has  been  one 
of  two  publishing  agents  of  the 
church. 

The  reogranization  was  the  re¬ 
sult  of  action  taken  this  year  by  the 
Methodist  General  Conference.  Un¬ 
der  the  new  setup,  the  entire  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  will  be  under  one  president 
and  publisher. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Edgar  Washa- 
baugh,  New  York  City,  who  retired 
as  one  of  the  publishing  agents, 
was  elected  associate  publisher. 

Ocher  publishing  house  officers 
under  the  new  organization:  exe¬ 
cutive  vice  president,  Pat  Beaird; 
treasurer,  J.  R.  Smith;  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  vice  presidents,  Cecil  D- 
Jones,  in  charge  of  publishing  and 
manager  of  Abingdon  Press;  John 
H.  Laird,  accounting;  Walter  U 
Seaman,  sales;  R.  G.  Graham,  man¬ 
ufacturing;  and  the  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Britton,  Jr.,  personnel  and  public 
relations.  All  are  from  Nashville 
where  the  publishing  house^has  its 
national  headquarters. 
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NORTH  ARKANSAS 
CONFERENCE  NOTES 

Ira  A.  Brumley 

Receriificaiion 

We  have  just  received  in  our  of¬ 
fice  the  list  of  persons  who  have 
been  recertified  for  training  courses 
for  the  period  of  1956  to  1960.  The 
Training  Department  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Education,  Local 
Church  Division,  has  sent  new 
cards  of  certification  to  the  persons 
whose  certification  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  through  the  next  four  years. 

Those  receiving  cards  will  note 
that  certain  courses  have  a  changed 
name.  Where  persons  have  been 
certified  under  the  former  title, 
they  are  now  being  certified  under 
the  new  title  of  the  course. 

All  certifications  for  courses  that 
are  annual  mission  courses  have 
been  dropped  from  the  list  except 
for  1956-57  courses.  Persons  fail¬ 
ing  to  find  such  mission  courses  on 
their  list  should  understand  that 
these  annual  missionary  courses 
are  for  the  year  only.  Should  any¬ 
one  wish  to  offer  one  of  these 
courses  in  the  future,  please  write 
our  office  and  we  will  be  glad  to 
check  to  see  if  the  course  can  be 
continued.  We  are  thinking  es¬ 
pecially  of  such  a  course  as  “The 
Christian  Mission  in  a  Revolution¬ 
ary  World.” 

All  certifications  which  have 
cleared  since  June  1,  1966,  are  not 
listed  on  the  cards  now  being  re¬ 
ceived,  as  such  instructors  have  re¬ 
ceived  certification  cards  that  are 
dated  December  31,  1960. 

We  now  have  153  persons  in  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  who  are 
certified  on  from  one  to  thirty-five 
courses  per  person. 

Every  week  we  are  receiving 
new  certification  cards,  which  in¬ 
dicates  an  increasing  number  of 
certifications. 

The  following  new  certificates 
have  been  received  during  the  past 
week: 

Certifications  on  “Paul’s  Letters 
to  Local  Churches”:  H.  L.  Robison, 
Hoxie;  Joseph  E.  Taylor,  Atkins; 
Robert  B.  Howerton,  Cotter;  Paul 
Lanier,  Danville;  and  William  C. 
Hightower,  Searcy. 

Robert  B.  Howerton  has  been 
certified  for  the  first  and  second 
series  courses  on  “Life  of  Jesus.” 

Church  School  Rally  Day 

Each  day  we  have  received  addi¬ 
tional  Church  School  Rally  Day  of¬ 
ferings.  The  following  offerings 
have  reached  our  office  since  the 
last  report: 

Imboden,  $22.69;  Cabot,  $20.00;  Newport, 
Umsted  Memorial,  $17.00;  Weldon,  $12.00; 
Tupelo,  $12.00;  Perry ville,  $5.00;  Russell¬ 
ville,  Wesley,  $3.00;  Bay  Village,  $1.00; 
Central  (Lavaca  Charge),  $5.00:  Ola,  $6.48; 
Evening  Shade,  $3.75;  Clover  Bend,  $5.00; 
Hoxie,  $10.00;  Midland  Heights,  Fort  Smith, 
$30.00;  Macedonia,  $10.00;  Simmon’s  Chap¬ 
el,  $3.00;  Massard,  $10.00;  Lepanto,  $25.00. 

Siloam  Area  Training  School^ 

A  four-unit,  first  series  training 
school  has  been  planned  for  Siloam 
Springs  to  be  held  November  26- 
28,  with  the  following  courses  to  be 
offered: 

“Teaching  Kindergarten  Chil¬ 
dren,”  Mrs.  William  A.  Stewart,  Jr., 
Dardanelle. 

“Teaching  Junior  Children,”  Wil¬ 


Five  children  of  the  Vantrease  Memorial  Church  received  their 
second  year  pin  for  perfect  attendance  for  two  years  at  promotion  exercises 
tne  first  Sunday  in  October.  They  were  among  the  twenty  children  who 
were  promoted  from  the  Beginners  Department  to  the  Primary  Depart 
ment  in  the  church  school.  They  are  Elizabeth  Armstrong,  Tim  Ingram, 
Robert  Dale  Booth,  Jane  Neil  and  Bonnie  Sue  Cameron. 


liam  A.  Stewart,  Jr.,  'Dardanelle. 

“The  Life  of  Jesus,”  Worth  W. 
Gibson,  Gentry. 

“How  to  Improve  the  Church 
School,”  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Conway. 

This  school  is  for  all  the  churches 
'within  reach  of  Siloam  Springs. 

The  school  will  begin  at  7:00  p. 
m.  on  Monday  evening,  November 
26  and  close  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning. 

Hoxie  Church  Training  Program 

The  Hoxie  Methodist  Church  has 
planned  an  extensive  local  church 
training  program  this  conference 
year. 

They  began  with  a  three-day 
training  program  on  Bible,  “Paul’s 
Letters  to  Local  Churches,”  during 
the  summer  under  Dr.  Meredith  F. 


Eller.  Fifty-seven  people  were  en¬ 
rolled  with  thirty-one  completing 
their  work  and  being  issued  course 
cards. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  H.  L.  Robison, 
offered  the  course  on  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission  in  a  Revolutionary 
World”  during  the  summer  months. 

The  pastor  has  led  his  church 
this  fall  in  a  course  on  “The  Mean¬ 
ing  of  Methodism,”  this  school  be¬ 
ing  completed  at  an  early  date. 

Plans  have  been  made  to  begin  at 
an  early  date  the  course  on  “The 
Work  of  the  Local  Church.” 

This  plan  of  carrying  on  training 
work  on  a  local  church  basis  is  the 
best  way  for  much  of  the  training 
work  to  be  carried  out  in  the  local 
church. 


A  parishwide  Teacher  Training 
school  will  be  held  in  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Building  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Slidell,  La.  on  Dec¬ 
ember  3,  4,  and  5.  These  classes  be¬ 
ing  off  red  by  the  St.  Tammany 
Group  Ministry  are  available  to  all 
teachers  and  workers  in  the 
Church  School,  Officers  and  mem- 
b  >rs  of  all  classes  in  the  Depart- 
m  '^'div'atinu.  members  cf  the 

Official  Board  of  the  Church,  all 
Parents,  and  any  other  interested 
person,  according"  to  F.  Embree, 
Chairman  of  the  Group  Ministry. 

Dr.  Bently  Sloane,  executive  se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Education  will  teach  the  course 
“The  work  of  the  Local  Church”. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Confer¬ 
ence  Director  of  Adult  Work,  will 
teach  the  Course  on  “Adult  work  in 
the  Church  School”.  Miss  Louise 
Sharp,  Conference  Director  of 

outh  work,  will  teach  the  Course 
entitled  “Teaching  Youth”  and  Mrs. 
Pearl  McKay,  Conference  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Children’s  work,  will  teach 
the  course  on  “Teaching  Children.” 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Strain  is  in  charge  of 
the  Registration. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Group 
Ministry  Executive  committee  in 
Lacombe  on  Sunday,  the  following 
committees  were  elected  to  serve. 

Dean,  Rev.  R.  C.  Carter,  Coving¬ 
ton;  Board  of  Managers,  Miss  Shie- 
la  Nuttall,  Lacombe;  Mrs.  Willard 
Pearce,  Slidell;  Mrs.  Olivia  Robert¬ 
son,  Sun;  Mr.  Elwood  Barker,  Fitz¬ 
gerald;  Mr.  Talmadge  Wood,  Tali- 
sheek;  Publicity,  Mrs.  James  Levy, 
Sr.,  Slidell;  Arrangements,  Mrs. 
Sam  Green  and  Mr.  Howad  Levy, 
Slidell;  Regristration,  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Strain,  Slidell. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers  is  called  for  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  25  2:30  P.M.  in  Lacombe. 
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PERFECT  ATTENDANCE  FOR  TWO  YEARS 


St.  Tammany  Parish 
In  Training  School 


Teacher  For  30  Years 
Honored 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Lanier  who  has  taught 
a  class  at  ‘the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  for  more  than 
thirty  (30)  years  was  recently  pre¬ 
sented  a  piano  by  the  Francis  Lanier 
Class. 

The  presentation  was  made  to 
Mrs.  Lanier  at  an  Appreciation 
Banquet  held  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing.  October  24  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  Alexandria’s  First  Church. 

Mrs.  Zack  Hale  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Henderson,  charter  members  of  the 
Francis  Lanier  class,  made  the  pre¬ 
sentation. 

Mrs.  Lanier  was  asked  in  1926  to 
teach  a  class  of  fourteen  (14)  Inter¬ 
mediate  young  girls.  She  has 
taught  this  same  group  since  1926, 
a  group  that  refused  to  be  promot¬ 
ed  and  leave  its  teacher. 

The  program  at  the  Appreciation 
Banquet  consisted  largely  of  “This 
is  Your  Life”  narration,  a  story  of 
Mrs.  Lanier’s  years  of  service. 


Mrs.  A.  F.  Lanier,  seated,  who  has  taught  a  cla^s  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  for  30  years,  is  presented  a  piano  from  the  class  by  Mrs. 
Zack  Hale  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Henderson,  charter  members,  standing  from  left. 


November  is,  1956 
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•Pulpit  and  Choir • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


“Circuit  Rider  V”  On  United  States  Tour 


“Circuit  Rider  V”  will  visit  many 
U.S.  Methodist  churches  between 
now  and  April,  1957.  With  this 
twentieth-century  “circuit  rider” 
will  be  its  pilot,  Missionary  Curran 
L.  Spottswood,  of  Florida,  U.  S.  A. 
and  of  Mindanao,  one  of  the  islands 
of  the  Philippines. 

“Circuit  Rider  V”  is  a  four-place 
Piper  Tri-Racer  airplane,  and  is 
the  fifth  plane  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spotts¬ 
wood  has  owned  in  his  ten  years 
in  the  Philippines.  He  is  on  fur¬ 
lough,  and  will  be  traveling  to 
speaking  engagements  in  this 
country  before  his  return  in  April 
to  the  Philippines. 

“I’m  not  a  good  pilot,”  Mr. 
Spottswood  told  James  M.  Callo¬ 
way,  church  news  editor  of  the 
Jacksonville  (Fla.)  Times-Union, 
“and  I  want  to  get  the  feel  of  the 
ship  while  I  have  the  advantage  of 
good  landing  fields.”  This  advan¬ 
tage  he  won’t  have  in  Mindanao, 
where  roads  and  open  fields  are 
used  for  landings. 

The  “flying  parson  of  the  Philip¬ 
pines”  has  landed  in  many  such 
places  during  his  missionary  ser¬ 
vice.  Though  he  has  been  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  Philippines  since  1946, 
Mr.  Spottswood  has  spent  only  the 
last  three  years  on  Mindanao.  He 
was  the  first  Methodist  missionary 
to  go  into  that  island,  and  he  led 
in  the  develonment  of  a  Christian 
rural  center  which  sponsors  medical, 
dental,  agricultural,  educational 
and  evangelistic  work  there. 

About  one  thousand  hours  of  his 
missionary  business  has  been  spent 
in  the  air.  and  these  flying  hours 
have  saved  time  and  lives.  Mr. 
Calloway  reports  one  of  these 
modern  missionary  journeys  as 
follows: 

“The  minister  told  of  one  in¬ 
stance  in  which  he  received  a  radio 
message  from  one  of  the  island’s 
several  typhoon  warning  stations, 
asking  him  to  the  aid  of  a  ‘desper¬ 
ately  ill’  woman  in  a  wild  and  re¬ 
mote  section. 

“He  flew  in,  across  the  jungle, 
and  landed  on  a  patch  of  ground 
made  soggy  and  dangerous  by  the 
rains  of  the  season,  to  get  the  pa¬ 
tient.  He  found  she  was  really  ill. 

“About  a  month  before,  a  neigh¬ 
bor  of  the  village  had  relieved  her 
of  a  throbbing,  abscessed  tooth  by 
pulling  it  with  a  wire  and  a  pair 
of  pliers.  Infection  set  in  and 
spread  to  the  cheek,  which  swell-- 
ed  enormously. 

“He  loaded  her  on  the  plane,  flew 
her  to  civilization,  and  ten  days 
later  flew  her  home  again,  after 
a  life-saving  operation. 

“An  experienced  guide  or  bush- 
man  could  have  make  the  hike  on 
foot  in  five  days  each  way.  A  less 
experienced  hiker  would  need 
seven  days  each  way. 

“The  round  trip  by  plane  took 
about  ten  hours.” 

Mr.  Spottswood’s  present  fur¬ 
lough  headquarters  are  at  the 
home  of  his  wife’s  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chester  Harrold,  in  Gaines¬ 
ville,  Florida. 
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The  Rev.  Curran  L.  Spottswood 
(pointing),  shows  off  “ Circuit  Rid¬ 
er  W’  tricycle  landing  gear  which 
will  prove  so  valuable  in  landing 
on  roads  and  fields.  Left  to  right: 
Dr.  Clare  Cotton,  Jacksonville 
(Florida)  district  superintendent; 
the  Rev.  Monroe  C.  Hatch .  district 
mission  sercretary;  Mr.  Spottswood, 
and  Bishop  John  W.  Branscomb  of 


•  Methodists  Uninjured 
In  Hong  Kong 

Riots  between  Nationalist  and 
Communist  Chinese  groups  in 
Hong  Kcng  October  10-11,  in  which 
about  50  persons  were  killed,  left 
Methodist  property  undamaged 
and  Methodist  personnel  uninjur¬ 
ed.  That  information  came  to  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  by 
cable  from  Bishop  Ralp  A.  Ward. 

Bishop  Ward’s  cable  October  18, 
seven  'days  after  fighting  ended, 
said:  “Hong  Kong  conditions  quiet. 
Our  people  continously  safe  and 
working  normally.” 

The  clashes  broke  out  on  Kow¬ 
loon,  the  mainland  part  of  the 
British  Crown  Colony,  October  10, 
the  forty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Chinese  Republic 
by  Sun  Yat-Sen.  Rioting  was  most 
prevalent  among  the  thousands  of 
refugees  from  Communist  China. 

It  spread  to  the  island  of  Hong 
Kcng  October  11  and  at  the  height 
authorities  estimated  as  many  as 
20,000  persons  were  involved. 
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the  Jacksonville  Area  (Florida  and 
Cuba  Conferences). 

(Photo  courtesy  Jacksonville  (Fla.) 

Times-Union) 


FOR 

THANKSGIVING 

BUY 

BENSON'S 
Old  Home  Sliced 
FRUIT  CAKE 
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IT'S  OVER  70%  FINEST 
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If  not  available,  mail  your 
check  or  money  order  to  us 
for 


$3. 


1.50 

For  Three  Pounds 
Packed  in  a  beautiful  box. 
We  mail  them  postpaid 
anywhere.  If  ordering  to  be 
mailed  to  friends,  enclose 
your  gift  card. 

BENSON'S 

Box  71,  Athens,  Georgia. 
If  your  Mission  or  Club 
needs  money,  franchises 
are  open  in  many  com¬ 
munities. 


SEARCHING  FOR  THE  lf)EAL  GIFTS 
GIVE 

TO  GOD  ALONE,  a  historical  novel  of  Bible  times  by  Rev.  Minns 
S.  Robertson,  one  of  our  Area  pastors,  who  has  written  an  outstand¬ 
ing  story,  portraying  vividly  the  background  in  which  Jesus  grew 
up,  a  fanatical  devotion  “To  God  Alone.” 

They  say: 

“A  new  dimension  to  our  mind  picture  of  the  pre-Christian  era— Many 
powerful  scenes— A  book  you'll  want  to  own— will  be  happy  for  your  teen- 
a®el]™to  read-”  ~  Mrs.  Weldon  Lynch,  Reviewer,  Oakdale.  La 
Bunki>rULoufsiananderfUl  b00k•”  Rev'  charles  Barbat.  Baptist  Minister, 

Th,  'SwF-fEk "tK„dr%?T.:T°  CM  H*”1' 

Farmervi he  rLC°mmend  U  to  aU  my  fiends.”  Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  Housewife, 

TO  GOD  ALONE  is  available  at  $3.00  through  your  local 
bookstore  or  through  the  publisher,  College  Publishing  Co., 
Box  ipi2,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida.  Order  autographed  copies 
from  the  author,  Minns  S.  Robertson  at  Marksville,  Louisiana. 
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Koinonia  Farms,  Americus,  Geor¬ 
gia. 

For  Methodists,  the  denomina¬ 
tional  meeting  was.  a  dinner,  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship  and  presided  over  by 
Dr.  Elliott  L.  Fisher,  president  of 
the  fellowship  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

Five  Methodists  were  honored  at 
this  dinner  for  outstanding  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  rural  field:  Dr.  Daw- 
ber,  Dr.  Charles  M.  (Pat)  McCon¬ 
nell,  Dr.  Ralph  A.  Felton,  Dr. 
Aaron  Rapking  and  N.  Y.  State 
Senator  and  Methodist  minister, 
Dutton  S.  Peterson. 


METHODISTS  LEAD  TOWN-COUNTRY 
CONVOCATION 

Methodist  registration  was  the  largest  of  any  denomination  at  the 
National  Convocation  of  the  Church  in  Town  and  Country,  held  October 
16-18  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Methodists 
were  present  at  the  meeting,  which  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Town  and  Country  Church  of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es.  Among  those  attending  were  Rev.  A.  N.  Storey,  Conway,  and  Rev. 
James  Major,  Little  Rock,  Executive  Secretaries  of  the  North  Arkansas 
and  Little  Rock  Conferences’  Town  and  Country  Commissions,  respectively. 

Leaders  in  Methodism’s  rural  work,  along  with  those  from  other 
denominations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  spent  the  three  days^ 
of  the  convocation  listening  to  addresses  and  other  presentations  on 
the  town  and  country  church,  participating  in  discussion  groups,  and  at¬ 
tending  a  denominational  meeting.  _ _ 

Methodists  among  the  platform 
speakers  were  Dr.  Mark  A.  Daw- 
ber,  former  executive  secretary  of 
the  Home  Missions  Council  of 
North  America;  Dr.  David  Lindst- 
rom,  professor  at  the  University  of 
Illinois;  Dr.  Lawrence  M.  Hepple, 
professor  at  the  University  of  Mis¬ 
souri;  Dr.  Clyde  N.  Rogers,  an  exe¬ 
cutive  of  the  Ohio  Council  of 
Churches;  and  the  Rev.  Russell 
Hoy,  pastor  of  the  Canal  Lewis¬ 
ville  church,  Mansfield  District, 

Ohio. 

Dr.  Rockwell  Smith,  professor  at 
Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Illinois,  presided  at  one  of  the 
general  sessions,  and  Miss  Corne¬ 
lia  Russell,  executive  secretary  of 
Town  and  Country  Work  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice,  was  leader  of  one  of  the  dis¬ 
cussion  groups. 

Dr.  Dawber  urged  that  further 
progress  be  made  in  the  re-church- 
ing  of  town  and  county  areas.  “We 
must  use  every  possible  effort  of 
cooperation  to  make  possible  a 
stronger  Church  to  meet  the  urgent 
needs  of  the  rapidly  changing  town 
and  country  communities,”  he  de¬ 
clared. 

Dr.  Lindstrom,  recently  returned 
from  three  years’  service  in  East 
Asia  as  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
International  Christian  University, 

Tokyo,  plead  for  more  agricultural 
missionaries  to  that  area  of  the 
world. 

“We  must  recognize  that  East 
Asia  is  predominantly  rural  and 
train  our  missionaries  accordingly,” 
he  stated.  “If  the  rpissionary  be¬ 
gins  by  establishing  himself  as  one 
with  the  ‘know-how’  in  farm  prac¬ 
tice.  .  .  .he  will  soon  have  standing 
with  the  people  that  will  enable 
him  to  do  an  effective  Christian 
evangelism.” 

A  report  on  the  implications  of 
the  recent  Missouri  Rural  Church 
Study,  conducted  by  the  University 
of  Missouri,  was  given  by  Dr. 

Hepple.  Dr.  Hoy  and  Dr.  Rogers 
appeared  on  a  panel  presentation 
of  the  town  and  country  church 
utilizing  the  resources  of  commun¬ 
ity  organizations. 

Other  speakers  during  the  three- 
day  sessions  were  Dr.  Mark  Rich, 

Member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Bible 
College  of  Missouri;  Howard  Cow- 
dan,  president  of  the  Consumers 
Cooperative  Association;  Dr.  Sam¬ 
uel  W.  Blizzard,  Pennsylvania 
State  University  faculty  member; 
the  Rev.  Jeanie  K.  Sherman,  Bap¬ 
tist  minister  at  Timber  Lake,  South 
Dakota;  Dr.  Russell  Carter,  mem- 
ber  of  the  staff  of  the  National 
Council’s  Division  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions;  Dr.  Clifford  L.  Samuelson, 

■tWn  and  Country  Church  direc- 
tor  of  the  Protestant  Enisccpal 


IN  MEMORIAM 
At  The  First 
Anniversary 

November  17,  1955,  Mrs.  Mary 
Gray  Spann  of  Osceola,  Arkansas, 
entered  her  eternal  Home,  in  the 
Great  Beyond,  after  an  illness  of 
several  years. 

She  was  born  September  21st. 
1882,  was  married  to  Walter  Spann 
in  1907.  He  preceded  her  in  death 
in  1911. 

Hers  was  a  full  and  inspiring 
life.  She  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  early  in  life,  and  through¬ 
out  the  years  was  active  in  the 
Church  and  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service.  She  was  a  great 
spiritual  leader  and  served  faith¬ 
fully  in  all  of  her  duties. 

She  left  a  wonderful  heritage,  in 
memories — memories  of  her  sweet, 
quiet,  unassuming  manner,  her 
faith  and  her  Christian  attitude. 
These  noble  traits  are  stanmed  in¬ 
delibly  in  the  minds  of  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  her,  which 
proved  her  life  to  be  a  reflection  of 
her  mind  and  spirit. 

When  stricken  and  confined  to 
her  bed  most  of  the  time,  she  dis¬ 
played  the  same  courage,  faith,  and 
gentleness  that  had  always  been 
characteristic  of  her. 

Yes,  the  church,  relatives,  friends 
and  neighbors  lost  a  true,  Christian 
friend  when  she  passed  on — but  we 
shall  always  keep  fresh  in  mem¬ 
ory,  the  faith  she  inspired  and  the 
example  she  set. 

We  know  that  she  is  now  happy 
and  at  peace  Up  There,  where  she 
is  reunited  with  loved  ones  that 
hav°  gone  on  before, 

“ Whatever  vales  we  may  wander, 

What  sorrows  come,  what  tem¬ 
pests  bfow, 

We  have  a  loved  one,  far  up 
yonder 

To  greet  us,  when  we  have  to 
go-  - 

Up  Yonder — some  one  that  we 
know.” 

— Mrs.  Bessie  T.  Balloue 


Church;  Dr.  Richard  O.  Comfort, 
executive  director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Town  and  Country  Church, 
National  Council  of  Churches. 
Daily  worship  services  were  led 
Clarence  Jordan,  owner  of  the 
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URGE  “REVITALIZED” 
RURAL  CHURCHES 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

areas. 

He  cited  shifts  of  urban  popula¬ 
tions  to  outer  suburban  belts  and 


the  migration  of  rural  people  to 
cities  as  a  major  problem  confront¬ 
ing  rural  churches  today.  Rural 
areas,  themselves,  he  added,  have 
undergone  such  great  changes  from 
the  old-time  farming  communities 
that  they  are  “no  longer  recogniz¬ 
able.” 

Dr.  Comfort  said  that  too  many 
rural  churches  are  “starving  to 
death.  The  day  when  the  church 
could  subsist  on  a  diet  of  preaching 
only  has  long  past,”  he  declared. 
“Pastoral  work,  Christian  education, 
discussion  programs  for  all  age 
groups  and  other  activities — these 
are  all  necessary  for-  a  well-rounded 
country  church  program  in  our 
time.” 

He  acknowledged  that  the  closing 
of  country  churches  was  justified  in 
some  cases,  but  other  closings,  he 
said,  could  have  been  avoided  if 
there  had  not  been  “a  lack  of  long- 
range  planning,  inadequate  pro¬ 
gramming,  indifference,  neglect  and 
lack  of  Christian  statesmanship  on 
the  part  of  church  leaders.” 


NOW!  Save  Up  to  50% 
ob  Nationally  Adwtisoi  Gilts 

Um  this  blr.  row  FREE  CATA¬ 
LOG  to  buy  all  kind*  t>f  fftfta 
and  mere'nandtM  for  youraotf. 
family,  frlondi,  neighbor*.  Tor* 
rifle  aaving  on  bl? -name  Item*. 
Also,  make  money  epare  time 
Uklnr  order*  from  others? 

EVERGREEN  STUDIOS 

Box  848  CHICAGO  43,  III. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
_  Phone  FR  5-8500 


Presenting  the  ALL  New  Fabulous 
Portable  Electrically  Operated 

REED 
ORGAN 

Complete 
Price 

$74.50 

In  H.  Y.  C.  add 
3%  sales  tax  In- 
clud i n  o  free 
Matching  bench 
and  Self-teaching 
instructional 
guide 

Ideal  for  Every  American  home.  Churches, 
Chapels,  reception  halls,  funeral  parlors, 
camps,  clubrooms,  hotels,  resorts,  music  schools, 
caterers,  singers,  entertainers,  and  all  stu¬ 
dents  of  music. 

Description— 110  volts  AC  only,  has  full  three 
octave  range.  Comes  in  Spectolite  Gray,  Ivory 
or  Mahogany  finish.  Wood  cabinet  33"  high, 
12"  deep,  23"  long.  Shipping  weight  45  iBs. 
Shipping  charges  collect. 

'  Save  space  and  money,  buy  direct. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 
No  Salesmen.  See  it  now.  Send  check  or 
money  order  to: 

Consolidated  Products  of  America 
509  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  MU  7-0890 
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METHODIST 
ROAD  MARKER 

Acts  as  a  beacon 
for  your  Church! 

★  New  Design  .  .  .  Striking  letter¬ 
ing,  church  background,  directions 
A  New  Colors  .  .  .  Colonial  cream 
and  maroon  give  added  eye-appeal 

This  new  marker  is  heavy  rust-proof  steel,  finished  in  baked  enamel. 
Eye-catching  size:  24x30  inches.  Available  with  lower  panel  lettered 
or  plain  (may  be  lettered  locally).  Lettered  markers  may  have  two  lines 
of  directions;  limit  the  wording  to  30  letters  when  ordering.  Prices 
listed  below.  Transportation  extra  from  Nashville,  Tenn.  MR-2-PM. 

.  .  .  and  for  the  first  time,  it’s  available  in  Scotch-Lite! 

The  same  marker  as  above,  finished  in  Scotch-lite  Reflective  sheet¬ 
ing— appears  in  full  color  by  night  as  by  day.  Transportation  extra  from 
Nashville,  Tenn.  MR-2-SL 

PLAIN  MARKERS.  Lower  panel  left  blank.  May  be  lettered  locally 

Quantity  Shpg.Wt.  Baked  Enamel  Scotch-Lite 

1  Plain  Marker  9  lbs.,  4  ozs . each,  $3.92.  .  .  each,  $23  40 


2  Plain  Markers . 16  lbs.,  4  ozs., 

3  Plain  Markers . 23  lbs.,  4  ozs.. 

4  Plain  Markers . 30  lbs.,  4  ozs.. 

5  Plain  Markers . 37  lbs.,  4  ozs. 

6  Plain  Markers . 44  lbs.,  4  ozs. 

LETTERED  MARKERS.  Prices  given 


Quantity 

1  Lettered  Marker 

2  Identical  Markers 

3  Identical  Markers 

4  Identical  Markers 

5  Identical  Markers 

6  Identical  Markers 


Shpg.Wt. 

9  lbs.,  4  ozs. 
16  lbs.,  4  ozs. 
23  lbs.,  4  ozs. 
30  lbs.,  4  ozs. 
37  lbs.,  4  ozs. 
44  lbs.,  4  ozs. 


each,  $3.10 
.  each,  $2.76 
each,  $2.59 
each,  $2.45 
.  each,  $2.33 


for  signs  with  identical  lettering. 
Baked  Enamel  Scotch-Lite 

each,  $6.30 _ each,  $26.33 

.  each,  $4.65.  .  .  each,  $25.23 

.  each,  $4.07 _ each,  $24.90 

- each,  $3.84 _ each,  $24.83 

.  .  each,  $3.55 

.  .  each,  $3.33 


Left  or  right-hand  arrow 

Add  state  sales  tax  if  necessary — none  on  interstate  orders 


30<  extra 


Write  for  a  FREE  copy  of  the  new  1956-57  SUPPLY  CATALOG.... 
This  is  the  catalog  that  furnishes  a  complete  listing  of  practical, 
useful  church  and  church  school  supplies  you  can  order  by  mail.  Order 
yours  today  from  the  House  serving  you. 

O He  jMctfiodift  Pufftsfiinj  J-fnmp  j 

Please  order  from  House  serving  you 
Baltimore  3  •  Chicago  11  •  Cincinnati  2  •  Dallas  1 

1  u  m  Kansas  City  6  •  Nashville  2  •  New  York  11 

Pittsburgh  30  »  ^  Portland  5  •  Richmond  16  •  San  Francisco  2 
Shop  at  our  COKESBURY  BOOK  STORES  in  these  cities: 

Atlanta,  72  Broad  St.,  N.  W.  •  Boston,  577  Boylston  St. 

Los  Angeles,  5244  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons:  the  Internatioifel 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  lof 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  25,  1956 
THE  FORGIVING  FATHER 

READ  CHAPTER  15,  LUKE’S  GOSPEL. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  He  does  not  deal  with  us 
according  to  our  sins  nor  requite  us  according  to  our 
iniquities.  For  as  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  earth, 
so  great  is  his  steadfast  love  toward  us. 

(RSV)— Psalms  103:10-11 


Our  lesson  today  is  the  eighth  in 
our  study  of  “Great  Passages  Of 
The  Bible.”  This  parable  of  the 
Prodigal  Son  and  The  Forgiving 
Father  is  truly  one  of  the  great 
passages  of  the  Holy  Book.  This  is 
quite  commonly  called  “The  Pearl 
Of  Parables.” 

For  the  years  past,  the  common 
use  of  this  parable  has  been  as  a 
basis  for  appeals  to  the  unchurch¬ 
ed,  the  unsaved  people,  assuring 
sinners,  far  from  God,  that  our 
Lord  stands  as  a  loving  forgiving 
Father  anxious  for  them  to  turn 
from  the  “far  country”  to  the 
Christian  way  of  life.  The  founda¬ 
tion  for  such  an  app'eal  is  plainly 
in  evidence  in  this  great  parable. 

Nevertheless,  we  fall  short,  of  a 
proper  understanding  and  inter¬ 
pretation  of  this  beautiful  parable 
if  we  stop  there.  The  fact  of  the 
business  is  that  Christ  spoke  this 
parable  for  the  special  benefit  of 
the  Pharisees  and  scribes,  suppos¬ 
edly  top-level  members  of  the 
Jewish  Church.  This  is  plainly  evi¬ 
dent,  if  we  read  the  first  two 
verses  of  the  15th  chapter  of  Luke 
from  which  our  lesson  text  is  tak¬ 
en  These  verses  read:  “There  drew 
near  unto  him  all  the  publicans 
and  sinners  for  to  hear  him.  And 
the  Pharisees  and  scribes  murmer- 
ed,  saying.  This  man  receiveth  sin¬ 
ners  and  eateth  with  them.”  It  was 
in  answer  to  the  protest  by  tne 
Pharisees  and  scribes  that  He  was 
associating  with  publicans  and  sin¬ 
ners  and  even  eating  with  them 
that  Jesus  spoke  three  of  His  most 
impressive  parables  teaching  God  s 
love  and  concern  for  the  lost.  They 
are  the  parables  commonly  called 
•  “The  Lost  Sheep,”  “The  Lost  Coin 
and  “The  Prodigal  Son,”  which  is 
our  lesson  text  for  today.  These 
publicans  and  sinners,  who  gather¬ 
ed  about  Jesus,  were  Jews  and 
members  of  the  Jewish  Church  but 
were,  as  Jesus  called  them,  “Lost 
sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.” 

In  this  parable,  of  course,  Gcd  is 
the  Father,  the  publicans  and  sin¬ 
ners  were  the  prodigals  who  had 
left  the  Father’s  house  and  the  eld¬ 
er  brother  of  the  parable,  selfish, 
self-righteous  and  unbrotherly  re¬ 
presented  the  Pharisees  and  scribes 
to  whom  Jesus  was  talking.  Our 
lesson  text  including  verses  11 
through  24  of  this  chapter  tell  the 
story  of  the  prodigal  son  and  how 
he  was  welcomed  home  by  the 
Father.  The  remainder  of  the  para¬ 
ble,  verses  25-2,  which  for  some 
strange  reason  are  omitted  from 
the  lesson  text,  tell  of  the  attitude 
of  the  elder  brother  on  the  prodi¬ 
gal’s  return.  If  we  omit  that  part 
of  the  parable  from  our  lesson  we 
may  learn  something  of  the  “The 
Forgiving  Father”  but  we  miss  the 
basic  reason  Jesus  had  for  speaking 
the  parable  which  was  to  rebuke 
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the  Pharisees  and  scribes  because 
of  their  attitude  toward  the  publi¬ 
cans  and  sinners  who  needed  so 
much  the  help  Christ  was  giving 
them  and  needed  also  the  help 
which  the  Pharisees  and  scribes 
should  have  been  trying  to  render. 
However,  since  that  part  of  the 
parable  is  omitted  from  the  lesson 
text,  we  'ball  confine  our  study  to 
the  prodigal  son  and  “The  Forgiv¬ 
ing  Father.” 

"Give  Me" 

While  Jesus  was  sympathetic 
with  the  publicans  and  sinners  who 
crowded  about  Him,  He  in  no  'ense 
condoned  the  character  of  life  they 
were  living.  He  pictured  them  as 
thp  prodigal  son  who,  with  his 
“Give  Me”  attitude  gave  evidence 
of  a  self-centered  selfish,  irrespon¬ 
sible  type  of  life  that  could  lead 
only  to  frustration  and  failure. 

Most  of  us  have  known  people 
whose  philosophy  of  life  is  pattern¬ 
ed  after  the  life  plan  of  the  prodi¬ 
gal.  They  are  not  all  young  people 
in  the  home.  Some  of  them  have 
carried  the  “Give  Me”  attitude 
with  them  into  homes  of  their  own 
and  live  and  act  as  if  they  expect 
their  interests  to  always  have  first 
consideration.  Unfortunately  there 
are  many  people  of  this  character 
who  never  “come  to  themselves.” 
There  are  also  young  people  in  the 
home  who  have  an  attitude  toward 
the  home  and  oarmts  so  much  like 
the  prodigal  that  the  lessons  of  this 
impressive  parable  are  as  up-to- 
date  as  the  morning  newspaper. 
Unfortunately,  in  each  succeeding 
generation,  there  are  many  who 
must  learn,  through  disillusion¬ 
ment  and  personal  failures,  of  the 
pitfalls,  hog  pens '  and  famines  of 
the  “Far  Country.” 

"A  Far  Country" 

The  “far  country”  which  Jesus 
was  talking  about  in  the  parable  is 
not  necessarily  a  geographical  loc¬ 
ation.  Distances  from  “home”  here 
may  be  measured^  not  merely  by 
miles,  but  by  the  distance  which 
one  has  traveled,  spiritually,  from 
the  way  of  life  Christ  wants  us  to 
follow. 

We  mav  reach  the  far  country  of 
which  Jesus  speaks  without 
changing  towns,  without  leaving 
home  or  even  without  leaving  the 
home  church.  There  are  many 
young  people,  who  are  still  eating 
at  their  parents  table,  who  live  in 
that  far  country. 

It  is  not  so  “far”  to  that  “Far 
Country.”  We  cross  the  border  line 
into  that  country  anytime  we  de¬ 
liberately  put  ourselves  first  in  our 
thinking  and  turn  from  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  unselfish  service  to  selfish 
indulgence.  ^Fhe  further  we  go  in 
that  direction  the  deeper  we  get 
into  the  “Far  Country”  and  the 
further  we  are  from  the  Christian 


Way  of  life  and  our  Father's  house. 

The  Waste  of  Our  Resources 

According  to  the  words  of  Jesus, 
the  prodigal  wasted  his  “sub¬ 
stance”,  his  inheritance  in  riotous 
living.  As  we  read  this  parable,  we 
realize  that  the  prodigal  lost  much 
more  in  the  “Far  Country”  than 
the  material  substance  he  inherited 
from  his  father.  The  fact  is  that  the 
material  possessions  which  he  lost 
in  his  riotous  living  were  of  com¬ 
paratively  little  value  when  com¬ 
pared  to  some  other  priceless  pos¬ 
sessions  he  lost  on  this  disillusion¬ 
ing  journey. 

(1)  He  lost  his  rightful  place  in 
his  father’s  house  when  he  called 
for  a  division  of  property,  and 
struck  out  in  the  world  for  him¬ 
self.  He  lost  the  helpful  surround¬ 
ings  of  those  who  loved  him  and 
were  interested  in  him  for  his  own 
sake  and  chose  companions  who 
were  interested  in  him  for  his  own 
sake  and  chose  companions  who 
were  interested  in  him  only  for 
what  they  could  get, out  of  him. 

(2)  He  lost  his  self-respect 
when,  instead  of  being  an  honored 
son  in  his  father’s  house  he  was  a 
hired  servant  in  a  hog  pen  without 
enough  to  eat. 

(3)  He  lost  the  respect  of  his 
newly-found  associates  else  they 
would  never  have  assigned  him,  a 
Jew,  to  such  a  lowly  task  as  feed¬ 
ing  swine. 

(4)  He  not  only  gave  up  his 
friends  at  home,  he  lost  his  fair- 
weather  friends  in  the  “Far  Coun¬ 
try”  as  soon  as  his  money  was  gone. 
The  “famine”  he  encountered  in  that 
country  was  not  merely  a  lack  of 
food,  it  was  a  lack  of  friendship  and 
future  hope  in  that  country. 

The  Great  Awakening 

The  lesson  text  says  of  the  prodi¬ 
gal  that  “He  came  to  himself.”  That 
is  only  a  different  way  of  saying 
that  he  “stopped  to  think.”  One 
characteristic  of  “flaming  youth,” 
as  they  take  their  plunge  into  the 
“Far  Country,”  is  that  the  flames 
seem  to  have  consumed  their  pow¬ 
er  to  think  or  their  willingness  to 
think.  They  follow  courses  which 
their  better,  saner  judgement  tells 
them  are  not  only  wrong  but  self¬ 
destructive.  The  tragedy  of  such  a 
course  is  that  there  is  not  any¬ 
thing  that  their  loved  ones  or  best 
friends  can  do  about  it  until  they 
“come  to  themselves.”  It  may  be  as 
clear  to  friends  and  loved  one  as  an 
open  book  just  what  the  end  of  the 
course  will  be  which  the  prodigal 
has  chosen.  They  may  try  to  shield 
him  and  protect  him  from  the  hurts 
his  course  inevitably  brings  but 
their  efforts  alone  will  never 
change  th£  trend  of  the  prodigal’s 
life.  That  change  comes  only  when, 
through  their  efforts,  or  other  cir¬ 
cumstances,  the  prodigal  himself 
wakes  up,  comes  to  himself,  stops 
to  think  or  whatever  term  one  cares 
-  to  use  to  describe  the  fact  that 
♦something  inside  the  prodigal  has 
happened  to  enable  him  to  see  the 
folly,  the  dangers  and  the  hopeless¬ 
ness  of  the  course  he  is  following. 

We  all  know,  of  course,  that  all 
prodigals  are  not  young  men  or 
women,  filled  with  the  enthusiasm 
and  buoyancy  of  youth.  There  are 
many  middle  aged  and  beyond  who 
have  lived  long  in  the  low-lands, 
•morally  and  spiritually.  There  are 
times  when  the  most  sacred  ties  of 
home-life  fail  to  awaken  them  or 
cause  them  even  to  desire  to  reach 
higher  ground  in  life. 

The  Great  Decision 

The  prodigal  son  not  only  “came 


to  himself”  but  he  had  the  will 
power  and  strength  of  character 
to  do  something  about  it.  There  are 
those  about  us  so  enslaved  by  the 
habits  of  sin  that  they  do  not  seem 
to  be  able  to  turn  from  them,  even 
when  they  see  themselves  being 
destroyed  by  them.  There  are  those 
whose  lives  have  become  so  en¬ 
tangled,  so  enmeshed  in  evil  in  the 
character  of  life  they  have  lived 
that  there  hardly  seems  to  be  a  way 
to  disentangle  themselves  and  be 
free  to  follow  the  new  way  of  life  * 
they  finally  see  is  best. 

Fortunately,  for  the  lad  of  the 
parable,  it  seems  that  he  was  in 
a  position  to  break  loose  from  his 
way  of .  life.  Apparently  he  had 
harmed  himself  more  than  anyone 
else.  Hence,  when  he  waked  up, 
there  was  enough  real  manhood 
left  to  enable  him  to  make  a  de¬ 
cision  that  affected  his  life  at  every 
point.  There  was  sincere  repent¬ 
ance;  there  was  unashamed  con¬ 
fession  of  his  sins;  there  was  such 
a  faith  in  his  father  as  to  form  a 
solid  foundation  on  which  he  could 
make  the  definite  decision  to  “arise 
and  go.” 

In  America,  we  are  proud  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  past  we  have  seen 
an  American  boy  go  from  a  log 
cabin,  in  youth,  to  the  White  House 
in  later  years.  We  are  happy  that 
it  is  still  possible  for  one  to  rise 
from  the  most  humble  surroundings 
to  positions  of  highest  prominence 
if  he  has  the  will  and  ability  to 
“arise.”  That  is  something  to  say 
for  a  free-born  American  citizen. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  of  small  import¬ 
ance  when  compared  to  the  possi¬ 
bilities  open  to  one  spiritually.  Here 
the  lowliest  sinner  who  has  wan¬ 
dered  fartherest  from  God,  if  he 
has  the  will  and  faith  may  “arise” 
to  a  life  of  richest  service  and  high¬ 
est  usefulness  here  and  ultimately 
be  a  part  of  God’s  eternal  kingdom 
in  the  world  to  come. 

"Make  Me" 

In  the  prodigal’s  earlier  days,  his 
philosophy  of  life  was  summed  up 
in  the  words  “Give  Me.”  With  his 
time,  talents  and  means  he  sought 
from  the  world  all  it  could  give  for 
his  own  selfish  enjoyment.  His 
course  of  conduct  led  him  to  dismal 
failure  and  to  the  brink  of  utter  de¬ 
spair.  Only  then  did  he  “come  to 
himself”  and  return  to  his  father’s 
house 

This  time  his  requeest  was  en¬ 
tirely  different,  as  was  his  attitude 
of  soul.  No  longer  does  he  say 
“Give  me;”  now  his  plea  and  pray¬ 
er  is  “Make  me.”  So  it  is  with 
every  sinner  of  today  who  in  self¬ 
ishness  has  turned  away  from  God; 
if  he  but  “comes  to  himself”  and 
returns  to  the  Father’s  house,  he 
has  undergirding  .  him  the  same 
proniise  Jesus  made  to  some  Gali¬ 
lean  fishermen,  “Follow  me  and  I 
will  make  you  to  becoine.”  These 
fishermen  left  their  nets  and  be¬ 
came  immortal  as  apostles  of  the 
Christ  of  God.  The  God  who  made 
us  physically,  and  sustains  our  lives 
daily,  can  also  “Make  us”  spirit¬ 
ually  and  sustain  us  eternally. 

The  Forgiving,  Rejoicing  Father 

The  prodigal’s  faith  in  his  fath¬ 
er’s  love  was  more  than  justified. 
He  was  sure  that  his  father  would 
receive  him  in  his  dire  distress 
and  minister  to  his  needs.  It  was 
the  Apostle  Paul,  in  Ephesians 
3:0  who,  speaking  of  our  Lord,  said 
of  Him  that  He  “Is  able  to  do  e  x- 
ceeding,  abundantly  above  all  that 
we  ask  or  think.”  So  it  was  with 
the  prodigal.  His  welcome  exceed¬ 
ed  anything  he  had  expected  or 
deserved. 
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Two  Conference  Meetings,  Alexandria,  Next  Week,  Nov.  27-29 


Stewardship 
Workshop  Set  For 
Tuesday 

A  Stewardship  Workshop  for 
Louisiana  Methodists  will  be  held 
Nov.  27,  28,  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Shreveport, 
Conference  director  of  stewardship 
and  promotion. 

Robert  G.  Mayfield,  Chicago,  Ill., 
general  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Lay  Activities,  will  direct 
the  two-day  program^  Robert  C. 
Williams,  also  of  Chicago,  and  also 
a  staff  member  of  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities,  will  be  a  resource  per¬ 
son. 

The  workshop  will  consist  of  three 
sessions:  Tuesday  afternoon  and 
evening,  and  Wednesday  morning. 
Those  attending,  The  Rav.  Mr.  Tooke 
s<nd,  include  the  following  officers 
or  each  of  the  eight  Methodist  Dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  Louisiana  Conference: 
the  district .  superintendent,  district 
lay  leaders,  district  directors  of 
stewardship  and  district  directors 
and  associate  directors  of  the  every 
member  canvas.  In  addition,  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents,  conference  lay 
leaders,  and  associate  lay  leaders 
together  with  district  lay  leaders  of 
the  Little  Rock  and  North  Arkansas 
Conferences  have  been  invited  to  at¬ 
tend 

Discussion  will  center  around  such 
items  asMhe  benefits  of  an  every 
member  canvas  in  the  local  church, 
stewardship  education  through  vis¬ 
itation,  and  promotional  methods 
for  fund  raising  projects. 

Plans  now  underway  for  a  simul¬ 
taneous  canvas  in  the  eight  districts 
of  the  state  will  be  discussed. 


MCOR  Offers  Help 
To  Hungarian 
Refugees 

The  Methodist  Committee  for 
Overseas  Relief  has  offered  to  pro¬ 
vide  resettlement  assurances  for 
250  Hungarian  refugees  if  they  are 
deeded  to  help  bring  escapees  from 
Hungary  to  the  United  States. 
These  assurances  would  be  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  those  already  promised  by 
MCOR  in  the  general  refugee  re¬ 
settlement  program. 

Although  President  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  has  approved  the  re¬ 
ception  of  5000  Hungarian  refugees 
hi  this  country  under  the  Refugee 
Relief  Act,  procedure  for  the  ac¬ 
tual  immigration  has  not  yet  been 
established.  Two  possible  plans  are 
being  considered  by  the  U.  S.  Gov¬ 
ernment,  according  to  Roland  El- 
.  °tt,  Director  of  Immigration  Serv-, 
jees  for  Church  World  Service,  in¬ 
terdenominational  relief  agency 
“rough  which  MCOR  assurances 
processed. 


N.O.  District  In  $300,000  Extension  Drive 


L  to  R,  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans,  Dr.  R.  W.  French,  New  Orleans,  Rev. 
Karl  Tooke,  Shreveport,  and  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Little  Rock. 


A  $300,000  campaign  to  buy  church 
building  sites  in  advance  of  the 
rapid  forward  march  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  suburbs  was  announced  last 
week  by  the  district  board  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  church  extension  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict: 

The  site-purchase  campaign, 
thought  to  be  unique  in  the  nation, 
will  seek  to  secure  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  16  plots,  anticipating 
new  church  needs  for  the  next 
decade. 

A  four-week  preparatory  period 
for  the  training  of  campaign  solici¬ 
tors  and  other  workers  began  Sun¬ 
day,  Nov.  11.  A  kick-off  dinner  on 
Dec.  4  will  launch  solicitation,  and 
reports  will  be  returned  on  Dec.  17. 

Dr.  R.  W.  French,  director  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans,  is  general 
chairman  of  the  drive.  Dr.  Karl 
Tooke,  Shreveport,  director  of  stew¬ 
ardship  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  assisting  with  the  planning. 

Selection  of  the  sixteen  sites  will 
be  based  on  projections  of  the  city’s 
suburban  growth,  made  by  the  City 
Planning  Commission  and  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  on  con¬ 
versations  with  leaders  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  business  and  industry. 

In  opening  the  drive’s  preparation 
period,  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  told 
campaign  leaders,  “There  is  no  proj¬ 
ect  like  this  on  such  a  scale  in  the 
nation.  It  may  inspire  similar  cam¬ 
paigns  in  other  great  cities,  for 
Methodism  must  keep  up  with  the 
cities,  or  our  church  will  suffer,  Jn 
a  city  growing  as  New  Orleans  is, 
a  building  site  now  may  cost  more 
than  a  church  did,  10  or  15  years 
ago.” 


The  Bishop  said  further,  “This 
program  is  truly  eternal  in  value. 
My  interest  and  my  prayers  are 
with  you.” 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  district,  explained  that 
the  project  is  a  move  to  acquire 
sites  in  potentially  populous  areas, 
making  purchases  before  land  costs 
have  risen  and  holding  the  sites  un¬ 
til  population  growth  justifies  the 
building  of  the  churches. 

“Our  district  board  realizes  that 
we  face  a  very  critical  situation  with 
rapid  population  growth  and  in¬ 
creased  property  values,”  Dr.  Morris 
said. 

“We  must  move  forward  or  our 
future  development  will  be  serious¬ 
ly  limited.  It  is^essential  that  we 
secure  at  least  sixteen  sites  for  new 
churches  in  the  growing  areas 
throughout  the  district  or  have  them 
forever  lost  to  us  or  put  beyond  our 
reach  financially.” 

Theme  of  the  drive  is  “In  His 
Name”,  and  during  the  first  prep¬ 
aration  week,  the  drive  will  survey 
work  of  the  past  decade,  with  in¬ 
formation  and  training  talks  focused 
on  “Building  In  His  Name”. 

This  look  into  the  immediate  past 
will  show  that  the  district  has  gain¬ 
ed  14  new  church  buildings  with  a 
current  value  of  $957,000;  12  new 
parsonages,  valued  at  $71,750;  three 
new  building  sites,  valued  5t  $30,- 
000;  and  the  Tulane-Newcomb  Stu¬ 
dent  Center  and  improvements,  $35  - 
000.  ’ 

Commenting  on  this  10-year  rec¬ 
ord,  Dr.  Morris  said,  “In  view  of 
the  continued  mushroom  growth  of 
the  city  of  New  Orleans— which  is 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Convocation  On 
Citizenship 
Thursday 

A  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
entitled  a  “Convocation  on  Citizen¬ 
ship”,  will  be  held  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  Nov.  29, 
according  to  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
head  of  the  denomination  in  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area. 


BISHOP  AND  MRS.  MARTIN 
WILL  BE  HONORED 

A  reception  honoring  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  and 
given  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  welcoming  Bishop 
and  Mrs,  Martin  back  to  the 
Area  for  the  1956-60  quadren- 
nium,  will  be  held  at  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District  Parsonage.  1818 
Texas  Avenue,  in  Alexandria, 
November  28,  7:00-9:30  p.m. 

All  Louisiana  Methodists  and 
their  friends  are  invited. 


The  convocation  is  sponsored  by 
the  Conference  Board  of  Social  and 
Economic  Relations,  the  Rev.  Ben 
Oliphint,  Monroe,  chairman;  the 
Board  of  Temperance,  the  Rev. 
Beverly  E.  Bond,  Shreveport,  chair¬ 
man;  and.4tae  Board  of  World  Peace, 
the  Rev.  Ted  T.  Howes,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  chairman;  in  co-operation 
with  Bishop  Martin  and  the  district 
superintendents. 

Bishop  Martin,  who  will  preside 
at  the  one-day  session,  will  deliver 
the  opening  devotional  at  9:30  a.m. 
and  a  business  session  will  follow. 
The  keynote  address  will  be  made 
by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Tex.,  and  seminars  will  com¬ 
plete  the  morning  session. 

A  business  session  at  1:15  p.m., 
will  be  followed  by  another  group 
of  hour-long  seminars;  and  Dr. 
Goodrich  will  deliver  the  closing 
address  at  3  p.m. 

The  seminars  and  their  leaders 
include:  “Social  Economic  Rela¬ 
tions”  by  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re¬ 
lations  of  the  Methodist  Church; 
“Temperance”,  by  Roger  Burgess! 
associate  secretary  and  editor  of 
publications  of  the  General  Board 
of  Temperance;  and  “World  Peace” 
by  Dr.  Carl  D.  Soule,  associate  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  World  Peace. 

Methodist  ministers  throughout 
the  state  are  members  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  and  are  entitled  to 
vote  at  conference  sessions.  Each 
year,  lay  delegates,  who  are  also 
entitled  to  vote,  are  elected  by  the 
local  churches  befojf.  the  annual 
conference  usually  held  in  early 
June.  Lay  delegates  elected  for  the 
June,  1956,  Annual  Conference  will 
also  be  voting  delegates  at  the  spe¬ 
cial  session. 


METHODISM'S 
EVANGELISM 
LEADERS  TO  MEET 


Research  Next  Step 
For  International 
Service  School 


Nashville,  Term.  (MI)  —  What 
should  be  The  Methodist  Church’s 
evangelistic*  strategy  for  the  next 
20  years? 

That  question  will  be  discussed 
by  about  400  Methodist  leaders  in 
a  national  meeting  November  29  to 
December  5,  at  Lafayette,  Ind.  They 
will  try  to  develop  a  long-range 
plan  for  Methodism  to  follow  in 
seeking  new  persons  “for  Christ 
and  the  Church.”  ; 

The  conference,  at  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  be  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  new¬ 
ly  organized  Council  of  Evangelism. 

In  addition  to  evangelistic  stra¬ 
tegy,  the  leaders  will  discuss  re¬ 
lated  subjects  and  will  hear  sever¬ 
al  speakers,  including  six  Metho¬ 
dist  bishops  —  W.  Angie  Smith, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  president  of 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism;  W.  Earl  Ledden,  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  president  of  the 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops;  Rich¬ 
ard  C.  Raines,  Indianapolis;  Roy 
H.  Short,  Nashville;  Hazen  G. 
Werner,  Columbus,  O.;  and  Paul  N. 
Garber,  Richmond,  Va. 

Other  principal  speakers  will  be 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Maldwyn  L.  Edwards, 
Birmingham,  England;  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Alan  Walker,  Melbourne,  Austra¬ 
lia;  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  A.  Fallon, 
Lakewood,  O.,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Evangelism;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Harry  V.  Richardson,  president 
of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  Thomas  W.  Spradling, 
St.  Louis  business  man,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  S.  Dickerson,  Atlanta;  and 
Dr.  Harry  Denman,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  Nashville. 

The  meeting  will  be  attended  by 
ministers,  laymen,  and  youth.  In¬ 
cluded  will  be  members  of  thf 
Council  of  Evangelism,  chairmen 
and  secretaries  of  boards  of  evan¬ 
gelism  for  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  district  secretaries  of 
evangelism,  and  others. 

Primary  purposes  of  the  Council 
of  Evangelism  are  to  enlist  the  in¬ 
terest  and  support  of  laymen  in 
evangelism  and  to  supplement,  es¬ 
pecial  by  at  the  “grass  roots,”  or 
local  church,  level  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism.  It  was  organized  last  year 
at  Stillwater,  Okla. 

Membership  in  the  council  is 
open  to  persons  from  every  sphere 


Washington,  D.  C.  (MI)  —  A 
two-year  program  of  research  is  the 
next  step  in  the  establishment  of 
a  million-dollar  School  of  Inter¬ 
national  Service  at  American  Uni¬ 
versity  as  a  Protestant  training 
center  for  government  career 
workers. 

The  school  is  scheduled  to  open 
in  the  fall  of  1958. 

Heading  the  research  project  will 
be  Dr.  Pitman  B.  Potter  of  the 
university  faculty,  it  was  announc¬ 
ed  by  President  R.  Anderson. 

Dr.  Potter,  professor  of  interna¬ 
tional  law  and  chairman  of  the 
university’s  Department  of  Inter¬ 
national  Relations  and  Organiza¬ 
tion  since  1944,  has  been  released 
from  his  academic  duties  to  direct 
the  research  program.  Dr.  Potter, 
64,  is  widely-known  in  educational, 
government  and  legal  circles. 

Assisting  Dr.  Potter  will  be 
Lloyd  S.  Millegan,  38,  a  former 
government  worker  and  now  a 
graduate  student  at  American  Uni¬ 
versity. 

A  Methodist  institution,  Ameri¬ 
can  University  has  a  record  enroll¬ 
ment  of  5,853  students,  a  37  per 
cent  increase  over  last  year. 

Methodist  churches  throughout 
the  country  are  helping  finance  the 
new  School  of  International  Serv¬ 
ice.  Earlier  this  year  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Conference,  top 
policy-making  body,  authorized 
$1,000,000  to  establish  the  school  as 
a  part  of  the  church’s  four-year 
emphasis  on  Christian  higher  edu¬ 
cation. 

The  General  Conference  stipulat¬ 
ed  that  the  school  “shall  be  re¬ 
garded  as  an  institution  of  the  en¬ 
tire  Church,  established  by  the 
Church  as  a  basic  contribution  to 
religious  liberty  and  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Protestant  tradition 
of  freedom  throughout  the  world.” 


of  the  church’s  life. 

The  meeting  will  be  at  the  Pur¬ 
due  Memorial  Union.  It  will  begin 
at  6  p.m.  Thursday,  November  29, 
and  end  at  noon  Wednesday,  Dec¬ 
ember  5. 


Suggests  Preventive  Education  For  Alcohol 

Problem  ,  • 

Washington  (MI) — The  church  and  the  home  need  to  unify  their 
efforts  through  “preventive  education”  if  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic 

hpvpraces  are  to  be  effectively  curtailed.  ( 

This  is  one  of  the  conclusions  reached  by  some  100  Methodist  temper¬ 
ance  leaders  of  12  northeastern  states  who  attended  a  School  of  Alcohol 
Studies”  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  Oct.  30-Nov.  2. 

An  estimated  60  per  cent  of  the  nation’s  four  million  a^ohol’xs  come 
from  disturbed  or  insecure  homes,  the  group  was  told  by  Dr.  George  T. 
Harding,  president  of  the  Harding  Sanitarium,  Worthington,  O.,  and  a 
faculty  member  of  Ohio  State  University’s  medical  school. 

He  cited  a  recent  survey  which  reported  that  56  per  cent  of  the  tee 
agers  polled  in  90  communities  said  they  got  their  first  drink  m  their  own 

^““Preventive  education  among  young  people  should  be  our  major  con¬ 
cern  ”  Dr.  Harding  said.  “The  only  cure  for  alcoholism  is  not  to  drink. 

Concern  for  the  influence  of  drinking  on  American  family  life  also  was 
expressed  by  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  of  Boston,  Mass.,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance. 

He  said  beverage  alcohol  is  increasingly  responsible  for  the  disintegra¬ 
tion  of  American  homes  according  to  the  records  of  divorce  courts  and  social 

service  agencies.” 


Thanksgiving  to  Christmas  Bible 
Reading  Texts  Announced 


This  is  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
Worldwide  Bible  Reading  program, 
when  people  around  the  world  join 
in  the  daily  reading  of  a  similar 
passage  of  Scriptures  that  is  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety  in  its  annual  observance  of 
this  program.  The  reading  lists,  of 
which  more  than  15,000,000  were 
distributed  by  the  Bible  Society 
last  year,  are  conveniently  print¬ 
ed  in  the  form  of  a  bookmark.  They 
are  without  note  or  comment  which 
means  that  a  person  of  any  faith 
may  follow  them.  This  year,  for 
the  fifth  time,  the  Bible  Society 
will  produce  the  daily  reading  list 
in  Braille  for  sightless  people. 

The  program  has  been  endorsed 
by  President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhow¬ 
er,  who,  as  Honorary  Chairman  of 
the  National  Sponsoring  Commit¬ 
tee,  has  said:. 

“The  Bible  is  endorsed  by  the 
ages.  Our  civilization  is  built  up¬ 
on  its  words. 

In  no  other  book  is  there  such 
a  collection  of  inspired  wisdom, 
reality  and  hope.  It  describes  the 
condition  of  man  and  the  promise 
of  man  with  such  power  that, 
through  many  eras  and  genera¬ 
tions,  it  has  made  the  mighty 
humble  and  has  strengthened  the 
weak. 

We  are  grateful  to  your  great 
voluntary  society  for  distributing 
the  Bible  over  the  past  one  hun¬ 
dred  forty  years,  without  com¬ 
ment  or  interpretation,  through¬ 
out  the  breadth  of  our  land  and 
across  the  seven  seas.  You  have 
written  The  Word  upon  the 
doorposts  of  the  world. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  again  your 
list  of  suggested  passages  to  read 
from  my  Bible  from  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  to  Christmas.” 

The  theme  for  the  program  is  an¬ 
nually  selected  by  respresentatives 
of  over  50  denominations  and  a 
poster  is  designed  to  illustrate  it. 
The  artist  of  the  famous  “Head  of 
Christ”  and  other  religious  paint¬ 
ings,  Warner  Sallman,  has  produc¬ 
ed  the  poster  for  this  year’s  theme, 
“The  Bible  Speaks  Today”.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  copies  of  the  poster  will 
be  produced  in  foreign  languages. 

The  program  includes  Universal 
Bible  Sunday,  always  the  second 
Sunday  in  December,  which  this 
year  falls  on  December  9th.  Dr. 
Eugene  A.  Nida,  secretary  for 
Translations  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  is  author  of  the  brochure 
that  is  mailed,  with  other  appropri¬ 
ate  materials,  to  Protestant  pastors 
throughout  the  country.  These 
packets  will  be  mailed  to  more 
than  183,000  pastors,  more  than  12,- 
000  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 


West  German 
Theologians  To  Lecture 
In  Russia 

Muehlheim,  Germany  (RNS) —  A 
team  of  West  German  Protestant 
theology  professors  will  visit  the 
Soviet  Union  next  spring  to  lecture 
in  Moscow  and  Leningrad,  Dr.  Hein¬ 
rich  Held,  president  of  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Church  of  the  Rhineland,  an¬ 
nounced  here. 

He  said  their  visit  would  recipro¬ 
cate  one  by  a  group  of  Russian 
Orthodox  theologians  who  lectured 
at  various  West  German  centers  last 
year  at  the  invitation  of  the  Rhine¬ 
land  Church. 

Dr.  Held  said  similar  exchange 


The  Bible  Speaks  Today 

NOVEMBER— 

22  Thanksgiving  . 

Deuteronomy  6:1-21 

23  . 

24  . 

25  Sunday  . 

. Psalms  46:1-11 

26  . 

. Psalms  103:1-22 

27  . 

. Psalms  121:1-8 

130:1-8 

28  . 

. Psalms  145:1-21 

29  . 

. Proverbs  3:1-20 

30  . 

..Isaiah  40:1-11,  28-31 

DECEMBER— 

1  . 

. Luke  6-20-49 

3  . 

. John  1 :1-28 

4  . 

. John  1:29-51 

5  . 

. John  3:1-36 

6  . 

. John  4:1-38 

7  . 

. John  15:1-27 

8  . 

. John  17:1-26 

9  Universal  Bible 

Sunday..  Luke  8:1-21 

10  . 

. Acts  17:16-34 

11  . 

. Romans  8:1-39 

12  . 

. Romans  12:1-21 

13  . 

1  Corinthians  13:1-13 

14  . 

. Philippians  4:1-23 

15  . 

. Hebrews  11:1-40 

16  Sunday  . 

. Luke  10:23-42 

17  . 

. Luke  11:1-17 

18  . 

. Luke  12:22-34 

19  . 

. Luke  15:1-10 

20  . 

. Luke  15:11-32 

21  . 

. Luke  1:1-23 

22  . 

. Luke  1:24-38 

23  Sunday  . 

. Luke  1:39-56 

24  . 

25  Christmas  . 

. Luke  2:1-20 

For  those  who  want  to  continue  read- 

ing  the  Bible  the 

last  six  days  of  the 

year,  these  passages  are  recommended: 

26  ‘ . 

. Luke  2:21-40 

27  . 

. Luke  2:41-52 

28  . 

. Luke  3:1-23 

29  . 

. Luke  4:1-15 

30  Sunday  . 

. Luke  4:16-44 

31  . 

Will  you  make  ^ible  reading  a  daily 

practice?  Ask  your  minister  for  lists, 

write  your  church 

headquarters  or  re- 

quest  our  “Daily 

Bible  Readings  — 

1957“  (U-139  from  the  AMERICAN 

BIBLE  SOCIETY) 

Borneo  Motion 
Picture  Available 

The  first  in  a  series  of  motion 
pictures  on  the  “Four  Lands  of  De¬ 
cision”  (the  quadrennial  emphasis 
of  Methodist  overseas)  has  just 
been  completed  in  Hollywood  for 
the  Methodistt  Board  of  Missions. 
Produced  by  Missions  Visualized 
Inc.,  Upriver  In  Sarawak  is  a 
t  h  i  r  t  y-minute  color  film  docu¬ 
menting  the  challenge  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  the  Christian  church  faces  in 
Borneo  during  the  next  decade. 

“The  Ibans  may  be  reached  in 
the  next  few  years  by  Islam  .  .  . 
They  may  be  reached  by  Marxism, 
for  communism  is  on  the  march 
and  capturing  the  imaginations  of 
the  people.  If  the  Ibans  are  to  be 
reached  by  Protestant  Christianity, 
the  Methodist  Church  will  have  to 
recognize  and  accept  the  chal¬ 
lenge.”  The  film  deals  with  this 
theme,  showing  how  missionaries 
are  moving  up  the  river,  which 
feeds  the  country,  touching  more  of 
the  population  each  year.  It  shows 
remote  Iban  villages,  harbor  towns 
inhabited  by  Chinese  immigrants 
ancient  rituals,  and  Christian  min¬ 
istry  through  evangelism,  medical 
care  and  education. 

Upriver  In  Sarawak  is  directly 
related  to  the  Southeast  Asia  study 
theme  of  all  Protestant  churches 
for  1956-57.  It  is  being  released  a- 
head  of  schedule  so  many  churches 
may  view  it  this  year.  Available 
after  November  1st  from  the  near¬ 
est  Methodist  Publishing  House; 


rental  $10. 


visits  are  being  planned  between 
the  Rhineland  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  Churches  in  Poland  and 


Czechoslovakia. 
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NAT'L  COUNCIL 
ISSUES  RELIEF 
APPEAL- 

New  York  (RNS)  —  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  issued  a  na¬ 
tion-wide  appeal  here  for  emergen¬ 
cy  contributions  of  used  clothing, 
food  and  funds  for  the  relief  of 
Hungarian  and  Middle  East  refu¬ 
gees. 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Council,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  appeal  to  all  members 
of  the  35  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  communions  associated 
with  Church  World  Service,  the 
council’s  international  relief  agency. 

“Hungarian  refugees  in  Austria 
and  Arab  victims  of  the  upheaval 
in  the  Middle  East  urgently  need 
more  than  a  million  pounds  of  such 
clothing,”  he  said. 

It  was  announced  that  Church 
World  Service  had  already  rushed 
to  the  trouble  centers  foodstuffs 
valued  at  $100,000,  a  billion  multi- 
ple-p  u  r  p  o  s  e  vitamins,  antibiotic 
capsules,  and  surgical  sutures  for 
Hungarian  revolt  victims  now  in 
Austria.  The  agency  earlier  trans¬ 
mitted  $10,000  for  emergency  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance. 

Meanwhile,  another  call  went  out 
to  th^  nation’s  church  youth  to  join 
in  prayer  and  action  on  behalf  of 
the  people  of  Hungary.  It  was  is¬ 
sued  by  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement,  a  related  organization 
of  the  National  Council. 


Monument  Honoring 
Bible  At  Denver 

Denver  (RNS) — The  Civic  Center 
here  has  been  selected  as  the  site 
for  what  city  officials  say  will  be 
America’s  only  monument  in  honor 
of  the  Bible. 

The  project  is  to  be  financed  by 
public  subscription  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  Denver’s  “Honor  the 
Bible  Assn.” 

David  Abbott,  manager  of  parks, 
said  architects  will  begin  designing 
the  monument.  The  Civic  Center  is 
surrounded  by  the  State  Capitol, 
the  Public  Library,  the  downtown 
campus  of  Denver  University  and 
the  City  Hall.  It  contains  a  Greek 
theater,  statuary,  and  seven  square 
blocks  of  grassy  park. 

A  tentative  drawing  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  monument  calls  for  a  tall 
granite  shaft  bearing  both  the 
Christian  cross  and  the  Jewish  star. 
Nearby,  on  a  marble  bench,  would 
be  a  bronze  replica  of  an  open 
Bible. 

Estimated  cost  of  the  project  is 
$75,000.  f 


President  Asks 
Thanksgiving  Day 
Prayers 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
President  Eisenhower  called  up¬ 
on  Americans  to  mingle  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day  prayers  of  gratitude 
with  supplications  for  “God’s 
guidance- that  we  may  follow  the 
course  of  righteousness.” 

In  his  Thanksgiving  Day  proc¬ 
lamation,  he  also  asked  the  na¬ 
tion  to  share  its  abundance  by 
sending  aid  through  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  and  other  channels 
“to  the  ill,  the  destitute  and  the 
oppressed  in  foreign  lands.” 

The  President  further  urged 
members  of  all  creeds  to  observe 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Nov.  22,  with 
“prayerful  contemplation  of  the 
eternal  truths  of  Holy  Scripture” 
which,  he  said,  “have  inspired 
such  measure  of  true  greatness 
as  this  nation  has  achieved.” 


METHODISTS  TO  ISSUE 
TALKING  BOOK  EDITION 
OF  DEVOTIONAL  GUIDE 

Nashville,  Term.  (RNS)  — A  Talk¬ 
ing  Book  edition  of  The  Upper 
Room,  Methodist  bi-monthly  guide 
to  daily  devotions,  will  be  available 
starting  with  the  January  issue, 
Harold  L.  Hermann,  the  publica¬ 
tion’s  director  of  public  relations, 
announced  here. 


Says  World  Afraid  of  Violence 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  (RNS) — Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller,  president  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  of  Hesse-Nassau  in  Germany,  told  9,000  persons  at  a 
Reformation  rally  in  Kiel  Auditorium  here  that  the  world  is  afraid  of  its 
own  powers  of  violence  “and  can  only  be  saved  by  suffering  and  forgiving 
love.” 

In  a  reference  tp  the  H-bomb,  the  German  churchman  said  that  ‘like 
Peter  and  John,  we  are  tempted  to  bring  down  the  fire  of  heaven  upon 
■  the  evildoers.”  He  warned  that  “the 


Sees  U.S.  Spiritual 
Strength  Weak 

Green  Lake,  Wis.  —  America’s 
spiritual  strength  is  weakest  at  the 
very  moment  its  churches  have 
more  members  than  ever  before,  a 
Baptist  evangelism  leader  said 
here. 

Water  ed-down  evangelism  that 
asks  only  “superficial”  rather  than 
“revolutionary”  repentance  may  be 
the  reason,  said  Dr.  Jitsua  Morik- 
^wa.  , 

,  The  Nisei  clergyman,  44,  pastor 
for  12  years  of  Chicago’s  interracial 
First  Baptist  church,  recently  was 
named  evangelism  secretary  of  the 
American  Baptist  Convention. 

He  cautioned  American  Baptists 
not  to  “prostitute  their  divine  man¬ 
date”  by  being  swept  into  “the  rip¬ 
tides  of  an  industrial  expansion.” 

The  result,  he  warned,  would  be 
a  church  that  is  a  “huge  colossus 
without  a  living  bone.” 


October  Church 
Construction  Sets 
Record 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  set  a  monthly 
record  of  76,000,000  in  October,  De¬ 
partments  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
reported  here. 

Construction  experts  said  thfr 
high  figure  was  surprising  in  view 
of  the  general  decline  in  building 
activity  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Ordinarily,  construction  activity 
reaches  its  peak  in  August,  levels 
off  in  September  and  begins  to  drop 
in  October.  As  the  cold  weather  sets 
jn  building  comes  to  a  virtual 
standstill  in  the  northern  states. 

The  October  figure  was  $2,000,000 
higher  than  September  and  $5,000,- 
000  more  than  August.  It  was 
$8,000,000  above  the  October,  1955 
level. 

The  fall  boom  has  put  church 
building  well  ahead  of  the  1955  rec¬ 
ord  and  assures  a  new  high  mark 
for  1956.  Earlier  this  year  church 
construction  was  lagging  a  little  be¬ 
hind  the  1955  level,  according  to 
government  estimates. 


World  Council  Leader 
Says  No  Justification 
For  War 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  There 
is  no  moral  justification  for  war 
under  any  circumstances  in  today’s 
civilization,  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  official  told  some  7,000 
persons  at  a  Reformation  rally 
here. 

Dr.  Elfan  Rees,  adviser  on  refu¬ 
gee  affairs  to  the  council,  said  that 
wars  are  sometimes  considered  the 
lesser  of  two  evils,  or  the  means  to 
an  end.  But  “in  this  atomic  age,” 
he  stressed,  “there  is  no  lesser  evil 
and  there  is  no  moral  justification 
of  war  to  meet  any  end.” 

He  added  that  “if  ever  there  was 
a  time  a  Christian  witness  was 
needed  in  international  affairs  it  is 
this  very  moment.” 


Methodist  Bishop  Chides  “Passionate  Prohibitionists” 


Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  (RNS) — A  Methodist  bishop 
charged  “passionate  prohibitionists”  with  “a  monstrous 
hypocrisy”  if  they  preach  against  alcoholism  and  re¬ 
main  unconcerned  about  the  social  evils  which  foster 
it. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  of  Boston,  leveled  the 
indictment  at  the  final  session  of  a  four-day  School  of 
Alcohol  Studies  attended  by  100  Methodist  temperance 
leaders  from  a  12-state  area.  He  is  president  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance. 

“Alcohol  is  not  one  problem  but  a  whole  series  of 
problems,”  he  said.  “Tied  with  it  are  poor  housing, 
economic  exploitation,  corrupt  politics,  false  advertis¬ 
ing,  divorce  and  broken  homes,  sexual  immorality,  spir¬ 
itual  defilement — all  part  of  one  running  sore.” 

The  bishop  said  any  approach  that  oversimplifies 
the  problem  will  not  be  accepted  by  sincere  and 
thoughtful  people.  He  called  upon  Methodist  leaders 
to  “test  our  preaching  and  teaching”  about  alcoholic 
beverages  “to  make  sure  that  they  are  persistent  edu¬ 
cationally,  sound  scientifically  and  religiously  relevant.” 

Bishop  Lord  said  drinking  is  increasingly  respon¬ 


sible  for  the  disintegration  of  the  American  home.  This 
is  substantiated  by  the  records  of  social  service  agencies 
and  divorce  courts,  he  said. 

Furthermore,  he  added,  “the  alcoholic  beverage  in¬ 
dustry  is  actually  a  vampire  on  the  body  of  the  state, 
since  it  costs  more  than  the  revenue  it  claims  to  yield.” 

To  support  this  claim,  Bishop  Lord  quoted  FBI 
statistics  as  showing  that  23  per  cent  of  the  country’s 
$15-billion  annual  crime  bill  is  due  to  drink. 

The  Methodist  leader  urged  the  group  to  work  with 
other  agencies  to  win  support  for  these  “action  proj¬ 
ects”: 

1.  The  use  of  all  taxes  and  revenue  from  the  liquor 
traffic  for  the  rehabilitation  of  inebriates,  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  alcoholism,  and  to  aid  the  suffering  families  of 
victims. 

3.  Prevention  of  the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  to 
minors. 

4.  Abolition  of  alcoholic  beverage  advertising,  ex¬ 
cept  in  trade  journals  of  the  industry.  .  - 

5.  Use  of  local  option  where  public  opinion  war¬ 
rants  it. 


danger  is  that  we  shall  love  our 
own  truth  and  our  own  way  and 
not  put  our  trust  in  God.” 

“We  must  not  give  ourselves  to 
our  own  ideas  and  our  own  beliefs, 
for  both  are  dangerous,”  he  saidj 
“but  we  must  remember  that  God’s 
promise  to  His  children  stands. 
Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life  for  a  world  in  which  men 
are  caught  in  the  nets  of  pride  and 
despair.” 

Dr.  Niemoeller  came  to  America 
for  a  five-week  lecture  tour  of  the 
U.S  and  Canada  under  the  auspices 
of  the  U.S.  Conference  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  He  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  speak  at  churches,  colleges 
and  seminaries  in  both  countries 
and  to  address  mass-meetings  spon¬ 
sored  by  local  councils  of  churches. 

Hungarian  Program 
Shuns  Religious 
Freedom 

Vienna  (RNS)  —  No  mention  of 
religious  freedom  appeared  in  the 
program  announced  by  the  new 
Communist  dictatorship  installed  in 
Hungary  under  the  protection  of 
the  Soviet  military  forces. 

The  15-point  program  was  out¬ 
lined  by  the  Budapest  Radio  after 
the  station  had  re-passed  into  Red 
hands. 

It  promised,  among  other  things, 
improved  living  standards  and  bet¬ 
ter  housing  for  the  workers  but 
made  no  reference  to  demands  for 
religious  freedom  made  by  the  in¬ 
surgent  groups. 

On  the  contrary,  the  station  said 
cill  decrees  issued  by  the  over* 
thrown  Nagy  government  would  be 
annulled.  These  granted  various 
concessions  to  religious  organiza¬ 
tions  which  had  been  suppressed 
by  the  Communists.  * 


TEN  COMMANDMENTS 
MONUMENT  DEDICATED 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  experience  of  a  St. 
Cloud,  Minn.,  judge,  a  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  monolith  monument 
was  dedicated  at  Sunset  Memorial 
Park  here. 

The  monument  is  a  project  of 
the  youth  guidance  commission  of 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

District  Judge  E.  J.  Ruegemer, 
St.  Cloud,  national  chairman  of  the 
commission,  conceived  the  idea  for 
the  project  some  10  years  ago. 

In  dealing  with  a  16-year-old 
youth  guilty  of  serious  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency  he  was  appalled  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  boy  had  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  moral  concepts  and  had 
never  heard  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments. 

He  set  out  to  interest  the  Eagles 
in  sponsoring  a  program  that  would 
make  God’s  law  more  widely 
known.  As  a  result  the  Eagles  have 
presented  granite  monoliths  with 
reproductions  of  the  Command¬ 
ments  to  several  cities.  The  order 
also  is  distributing  smaller  framed 
copies  of  the  Commandments  to 
schools  and  churches. 

Judge  Ruegemer  participated  in 
the  dedication  here  along  with 
clergymen,  mayors  of  Minneapolis 
and  St.  Paul,  and  representatives  of 
the  Eagles. 
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Editorials: 


Read  <54  ^Passage  Every  ‘Day 

FROM  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas  each  year  the  American  Bible 
Society  promotes  a  worldwide  emphasis  on  Bible  reading, 
with  a  suggested  list  of  daily  texts  for  use  by  those  who 
participate  in  the  program.  This  observance  is  perhaps  shared  by 
more  Christians  than  any  other  interdenominational  program. 
American  Bible  Society  leaders  report  that  more  than  15  million 
Bible  bookmarks  are  being  distributed  this  year;  these  bookmarks 
have  the  list  of  suggested  readings  printed  on  them. 

When  one  thinks  about  it,  one  is  not  too  surprised  that  such 
wholesale  interest  should  be  expressed  among  so  many  Christians 
in  a  program  that  is  centered  around  the  Bible.  Protestantism 
sprang  from  an  insistence  on  the  open  Bible  and  the  right  of  every 
believer  to  read,  interpret,  and  apply  its  teachings  to  human  con¬ 
duct.  The  American  Bible  Society  is  concerned  that  Christians 
appreciate  their  Bible.  It  espouses  no  particular  interpretation.  The 
Society  is  primarily  encouraging  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  In 
this  we  can  all  agree. 

(gratitude  Not  Enough 

THIS  is  the  season  of  Thanksgiving,  a  traditional  observance 
that  points  up  one  of  the  great  unselfish  experiences  of  life, 
the  expression  of  awareness  of  one’s  obligations  to  God  and 
others  for  blessings  that  have  enriched  life.  The  older  one  grows, 
the  more  one  appreciates  the  truth  that  Tennyson  expressed  in  his 
writing  “Ulysses”,  “I  am  a  part  of  all  that  I  have  met.”  Others 
have  said  that  no  man  lives  ynto  himself,  but  in  a  multitude  of 
ways  a  man’s  life  inevitably  crosses  innumerable  times  the  paths 
of  others.  The  good  that  we  know  is  traceable  to  others  and  to 
God.  * 

Being  grateful  is  not  necessarily  a  Christian  virtue.  Grateful¬ 
ness  is  a  social  grace,  a  mark  of  refinement  and  culture  that  is 
known  to  many  who  are  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  Christ  and 
Christian  righteousness.  One  can  well  imagine  that  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  who  always  did  the  correct  ,thing  always  remembered 
to  be  grateful  for  every  courtesy  extended  them,  yet  of  these  Jesus 
was  most  critical.  Being  grateful,  in  itself,  is  not  enough.  The  Phar¬ 
isee  publicly  expressed  his  thankfulness  in  prayer  while  the  Publi¬ 
can’s  prayer  expressed  no  note  of  thanksgiving;  yet  the  Publican 
was  justified  rather  than  the  Pharisee. 

For  the  Christian,  thanksgiving  that  does  not  result  in  a 
greater  commitment  to  God  and  the  welfare  of  others  is  superficial. 
Thanksgiving  for  the  Christian  carries  with  it  greater  obligations 
than  for  the  non-Christian.  If  our  Pilgrim  fathers  had  not  followed 
through  their  first  Thanksgiving  with  greater  living,  sacrifice,  and 
courage  for  righteousness,  it  is  doubtful  whether  we  would  look 
back  to  them  as  the  founders  of  our  national  holiday,  Thanksgiving. 

We  shall  forever  be  indebted  to  the  Publican  although  his 
prayer  as  a  sinner  had  no  note  of  thanksgiving.  He  taught  us  the 
prayer  of  a  penitent  sinner.  We  are  likewise  indebted  to  our  Pilgrim 
fathers  for  their  indomitable  courage.  The  best  way  in  which  we 
can  express  our  thankfulness  is  to  so  live  that  others  and  God  will 
be  grateful  that  we  have  lived.  Indeed,  we  must  be  thankful,  but 
so  thankful  that  our  every  thought,  act  and  relationship  clearly 
demonstrates  our  sincerity. 

12,000  friendly  ‘People,  ^wo 
Or  c&hree  Qrouches 

AS  we  were  driving  through  Louisiana  some  days  ago  we  saw 
this  sign,  in  big  letters,  advertising  the  little  city  just  ahead: 
“12,000  FRIENDLY  PEOPLE,  TWO  OR  THREE  GROUCH¬ 
ES.” 

The  fact  that  this  honest,  progressive  city  advertised  some  of 
its  draw-backs  as  well  as  its  advantages,  does  not  mean  that  it  is 
alone  in  having  such  handicaps.  The  fact  of  the  business  is  that  in 
practically  every  situation  about  us  is  found  something  of  the  same 
situation  indicated  by  our  road  sign.  Whether  it  be  a  church,  or 
even  a  church  group,  a  school  faculty,  a  social  group,  an  industrial 
group  or  a  cosmopolitan  city  advertised  by  our  road  sign  there 
are  usually  some  who  let  their  feet  drag.  Tliey  are  the  deterrent, 


SOME  THINGS  CAN’T  BE  BOUGHT 


the  “kill  joy”  ,the  “kill  progress”  of  the  group  to  which  they  belong. 

We  should  examine  ourselves  to  see  if  we  are  one  of  the  12,000 
friendly  people  or  one  of  the  two  or  three  grouches  that  throw  on 
the  brakes  at  every  opportunity. 

Stalinisrri  Still  Lives 

rHE  speech  delivered  by  Khruschev  some  months  ago,  in  which 
he  denounced  Stalin  as  the  treacherous  murderer  which  the 
free  world  had  long  known  him  to  be,  inspired  hope  in  the 
hearts  of  many  that  the  Russian  leaders  had  experienced  a  change 
of  heart.  Russian  leaders  tried  to  enlarge  that  impression  by  their 
attitudes  while  visiting  in  other  countries  and  as  they  smiled  their 
way  through  important  conferences. 

The  idea  that  Stalinism  was  being  repudiated  was  further 
advanced  by  some  relaxing  of  controls  in  satelite  nations.  Some  of 
the  captive  countries,  which  had  long  chafed  under  the  Moscow- 
imposed  restrictions,  responded  quickly  to  the  slightest  lifting  of 
restrictions.  Having  had  again  a  breath  of  freedom,  some  of  these 
countries  decided  that  they  should  be  altogether  free  from  Russia 
controls. 

The  most  vigorous  and  glorious  example  of  this  desire  to  be 
free  was  found  in  Hungary,  which  tried  desperately  to  regain  its 
freedom.  Sensing  the  danger  to  communist  control  in  other  satelite 
countries,  if  revolution  in  Hungary  succeeded,  the  Russian  leaders, 
while  professing  to  negotiate  with  Hungarian  envoys  for  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  Russian  troops,  made  the  envoys  prisoners  and  loosed 
on  Hungary  the  savage  might  of  Russian  militarism. 

It  should  be  said  that  nothing  Stalin  evfer  did  was  more  treach¬ 
erous,  more  inhuman,  more  shockingly  barbarous  than  the  thing 
present-day  rulers  of  Russia  have  done  to  patriots  of  Hungary 
whose  greatest  crime  was  a  desire  for  national  freedom. 

Present  Russian  rulers  were  the  cohorts  and  flatterers  of  Stalin 
while  he  was  committing  the  nafarious  crimes  which  Khruschev 
and  others  so  bitterly  condemned.  It  now  develops  that  these  lead¬ 
ers  were  not  only  co-laborers  with  Stalin,  they  were  his  pupils 
who  learned  so  well  his  savage,  dictatorial  methods  that  they  are 
now  able  to  out-Stalin  himself. 

The  characterless  perfidy  of  such  conduct  is  exemplified  in 
the  action  of  Russian  leaders  in  condemning  England,  France  and 
Israel  for  their  invasion  of  Egypt  while  defending  the  indescribable 
horrors  they  have  perpetrated  in  Hungary.  Our  national  leaders 
feel  that  the  action  of  England,  France  and  Israel  in  Egypt  was  a 
serious  error.  Nevertheless  common  decency,  common  honesty 
and  even  a  slight  sense  of  propriety  should  have  kept  Russian 
leaders  from  speaking  on  the  question  while  the  world  is  still 
sickened  by  the  stench  of  their  actions  in  Hungary. 
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New  Educational  Building 
Planned  For  Mt*  Sequoyah 


Reports  Number 
Missionaries 
Increasing 

New  York,  (NC)  —  America  is 
sending  25  per  cent  more  Protest¬ 
ant  missionaries  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  than  four  years  ago. 

A  new  survey  of  the  entire  Pro¬ 
testant  foreign  missionary  enter¬ 
prise  shows  an  all-time  high  total 
of  23,432  overseas  missionaries  from 
the  United  States  and  Canada  — 
22,680  from  the  United  States  alone. 
The  figure  four  years  ago  was  18,- 
576. 

The  new  count  is  more  than 
twice  that  of  20  years  ago,  when 
there  were  11,289. 

The  figures  were  released  last 
week  by  the  Missionary  Research 
Library,  maintained  jointly  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Foreign  Missions  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary.  They  cover¬ 
ed  21  agencies  or  95  per  cent  of  all 
known  groups. 

The  survey  showed  that  Protes¬ 
tant  missionaries  are  serving  in  100 
foreign  countries,  with  5  per  cent 
in  East,  Southeast  and  Southern 
Asia;  29  per  cent  in  Africa  south 
of  the  Sahara  Desert;  and  26.5  per 
cent  in  Latin  America. 

Despite  some  semi-official  at¬ 
tempts  to  discourage  entry  of  new 
missionaries  into  India,  that  coun¬ 
try  leads  all  others  in  the  number 
represented,  with  2,127  as  reported 
by  82  per  cent  of  the  agencies  cov¬ 
ered. 

Next  is  Japan,  with  1,562,  and  the 
Belgian  Congo  with  1,195.  China, 
once  host  to  4,492  American  Pro¬ 
testant  missionaries,  now  has  one, 
held  in  prison.  (He  is  the  Rev.  Paul 
Mackensen,  United  Lutheran,  held 
by  the  Communists  in  Shanghai.) 

Six  out  of  every  ten  missionar¬ 
ies  are  women.  However,  the  study 
showed  that  fewer  single  women 
are  serving  in  foreign  missions  than 
formerly.  About  28  per  cent  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  ordained,  against  34 
per  cent  four  years  ago  when  the 
last  previous  study  was  made.  Mis¬ 
sionary  families  average  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

In  addition  to  ordained  mission¬ 
aries,  whose  chief  duties  are  evan¬ 
gelistic  or  in  ministerial  training, 
more  than  2,000,  roughly  11  per 
cent,  are  medical  doctors  and  nurs- 


$1 10,000  Structure  To  Be  Named  For 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin 

Staff  Article 


Bids  are  expected  to  be  opened 
in  early  December  for  the  erection 
of  an  Educational  Building  at  the 
Western  Methodist  Assembly  on 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  according  to  Rev.  Elmer  H. 
Hook,  superintendent  of  the  as¬ 
sembly. 

The  building,  expected  to  cost 
$110,000  will  be  named  the  Paul 
E.  and  M’ldred  Martin  Education 
Building.  Bishop  Martin  has  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  for  the  assembly  since  1944 
and  was  recently,  re-elected  to  an¬ 
other  four  vear  term. 

The  Western  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly  is  the  Leadership  Training  Cen¬ 
ter  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  which 
includes  the  states  of  Kansas,  Ne¬ 
braska,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Louisiana,  Texas  and  New 
Mexico.  The  jurisdiction  owns  and 
operates  the  Assembly. 

The  Building  Committee  -for  the 
construction  program  includes:  Dr. 
Roy  I.  Bagley,  Fayetteville,  Chair¬ 
man;  J.  M.  Willson,  Sr.,  Floydada, 
Texas;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Horton,  Houston, 
Texas;  B.  T.  Fooks,  Camden;  Rev. 
E.  T.  Summers,  Houston,  Texas; 
and  Dr.  H.  U.  Campbell,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Missouri. 

It  is  expected  that  the  building 
will  be  completed  in  time  for  use 
during  the  1957  Assembly  season. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  for  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  are:  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
Little  Rock;  Clifton  Wade,  Fayette¬ 
ville:  Dr.  Roy  Fawcett,  Little  Rock; 
Dr.  Bagley,  Fayetteville;  Nels  Bar¬ 
nett,  Batesville;  Dr.  John  Rassmus- 
sen,  Shreveport;  and  B.  T.  Fooks, 
Camden. 

Authorization  to  raise  the  neces¬ 
sary  funds  for  the  new"  building 


es.  Non-ordained  missionaries  also 
include  farm  technicians,  school 
teachers,  literacy  experts,  radio 
broadcasters,  film  makers^  constuc- 
tion  engineers,  architects,  air  pilots 
and  ground  crews.  For  study  pur¬ 
poses  foreign  ipissionaries  were  de¬ 
fined  as  North  Americans  who  are 
employed  in  •  full-time  overseas 
service  by  Protestant  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  boards  and  agencies. 


was  given  at  the  June  session  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Confer¬ 
ence  in  New  Orleans.  The  educa¬ 
tional  building  will  be  the  first 
major  building  to  be  constructed  on 
Mt.  Sequoyah  since  the  Clapp  Au¬ 
ditorium  was  erected  in  the  early ' 
1940’s. 

Architectural  plans  call  for  a  one 
story  Y  shape  building  providing 
space  for  a  Chapel,  nine  class 
rooms  and  a  larger  room  to  be  used 
for  visual  aid  purposes.  In  addi¬ 
tion  there  will  be  rest  rooms,  stor¬ 
age  area,  as  well  as  space  for  ad- 
ministive  purposes  by  various 
groups  using  the  Assembly  facili¬ 
ties  from  time  to  time.  Plans  also 
call  for  a  covered  passage  way  run¬ 
ning  the  full  front  length  of  the 
building.  Construction  will  be  of 
brick,  masonry,  and  haydite  block. 
The  architect,  Paul  Young;-  Jr., 
Fayetteville,  has  used  a  western- 
Spanish  style  of  architecture  with 
the  focal  point  of  the  architectural 
lines  being  the  cross  atop  the 
chapel  which  will  be  centrally  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  building.  All  class 
rooms  in  the  building  are  entered 
from  the  outside  covered  passage 
way.  V 

Plans  call  for  a  total  of  13,666 
square  feet  of  class,  chapel,  and 
covered  passage  way  space. 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  according 
to  Rev.  Mr.  Hook,  has  long  realiz- . 
ed  the  need  for  a  building  of  this 
nature.  Rev.  Mr.  Hook  pointed  out 
that  the  new  structure  will  replace 
the  old  Green  Auditorium  which 
had  been  in  use  for  many  years, 
serving  at  one  time  as  the  assem¬ 
bly’s  only  auditorium  and  more 
recently  being  used  as  class  room 
space. 

The  building  will  be  dismantled 
before  the  next  assembly  season 
according  to  the  superintendent. 

One  of  the  initial  gifts  to  the 
Paul  E.  an  d4,  Mildred  Martin  Edu¬ 
cational  Building  was  a  gift  of  $25,- 
000  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  J.  Perk¬ 
ins,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  This 
gift  will  be  used  to  provide  the 
chaDel  and  it  will  be  called  the  J.  J. 
Perkins  Chapel.  This  unit  will 
seat  one  hundred  twenty  (120) 
persons  for  worship  and  class  in¬ 
struction  purposes.  It  will  be  air 
conditioned. 


Several  other  gifts  are  expected 
to#be  announced  at  an  early  date. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hook  pointed  out  that 
there  are  nine  (9)  class  units,  the 
estimated  cost  of  which  will  be  $8,- 
000  each. 

Each  unit  can  be  paid  for  by  an 
individual  or  a  group  as  a  memorial 
or  to  honor  a  living  person.  Each 
class  room  except  the  visual  aid 
class  room  is  estimated  at  $8,000. 
The  visual  aid  room  is  estimated 
to  cost  $15,000. 

The  class  rooms  will  have  plenty 
of^  storage  space  to  accommodate 
the  furnishings  for  the  rooms.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Annual  Leadership  Train¬ 
ing  Schools  these  rooms  would  be 
used  as  laboratory  and  demonstra¬ 
tion  centers  for  nursery,  kinder¬ 
garten,  primary,  junior,  intermedi¬ 
ate  and  senior  age  groups. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hook  also  pointed  out 
that  a  Bronze  Plaque  will  be  plac¬ 
ed  in  a  conspicuous  place  near  the 
entrance  which  will  bear  names  of 
persons  or  groups  who  have  contri¬ 
buted  $1,000  or  more  toward  the 
building  cost.  In  addition  a  Book 
of  Rememberance”  will  be  placed 
in  the  chapel  which  will  have 
names  of  all  those  persons  or 
groups  who  have  contributed  up  to 
$1,000  toward  the  building  cost. 


TAUGHT  IN  SCHOOL: 
SURVEY  FINDS 


Miami,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  Two  thirds 
of  the  area’s  parents  feel  strongly 
that  religion  should  be  taught  in 
the  public  schools  here,  according 
to  a  limited  survey  conducted  at 
the  University  of  Miami. 

The  results  came  as  a  surprise 
to  county  and  state  education  offi¬ 
cials  who  for  years  have  been  con¬ 
sidering  various  proposals  for  re¬ 
ligious  training  in  the  schools.  Each 
eventually  was  dropped  for  fear  of 
public  reaction. 

The  survey  was  the  first  effort 
ever  made  to  ask  parents  how  they 
feel  on  the  subject. 

Another  surprise  was  the  fact 
that  the  responding  parents  said 
they  do  not  want  just  morals  and 
ethics  taught  in  the  schools  but  in¬ 
formation  about  the  various  reli¬ 
gions.  / 

The  survey  also  disclosed  that 
parents  do  not  want  religious 
courses  taught  "By  ministers,  priests 
or  rabbis  but  by  “a  public  school 
teacher  of  any  denomination  qual¬ 
ified  to  teach  in  that  field.” 
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A  Lift  For  Living  By  Ralph  W.  Sock  man 

THE  TIME  OF  HARVEST 

As  we  approach  our  national  season  of  Thanksgiving,  our  minds  go 
on  a  pilgrimage.  We  turn  from  the  noisy  surroundings  of  the  present  to 
the  rustic  scenes  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  Our  spirits  are  inclined  to  leave 
the  Daved  streets  for  the  quiet  countryside.  Our  thoughts  go  back  from  the 
things  man  has  made  to  the  things  God  has  made.  Our 
human  natures  hear  the  call  of  nature  and  our  voices 
raise  the  song  of  “harvest  home.”. 

Living  in  a  great  city,  amid  towering  structures,  I 
would  join  you  in  a  journey  back  to  the  basic  simplici¬ 
ties  of  life,  back  to  faithful  old  Mother  Earth  that  feeds 
her  children  with  the  fruits  of  her  soil.  I  would  look 
with  you  at  the  fertile  fields  stretching  from  the  hills 
of  Vermont  to  the  plains  of  Texas,  at  the  animals 
nourishing  their  young,  at  homes  echoing  with  chil¬ 
dren,  and  barns  filled  with  food,  at  birds  which  sow 
not,  nor  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns  and  yet.  somehow 
Heavenly  Father.  These  are  the  roads  our  minds  travel 
toward  Thanksgiving  Day.  ,\ 

Nevertheless,  we  must  be  realistic.  When  we  try  to  get  back  to  the 
simplicities  of  the  soil,  so  many  factors  intervene.  In  our  modern  machine 
age,  we  do  not  seem  to  deal  so  directly  with  the  God  of  the  harvests  as 
did’ the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  Living  close  to  the  soil,  they  were  conscious  of 
the  divine  partnership.  They  reaped  what  they  sowed  and  they  ate  what 
they  raised.  When  God’s  providence  was  bountiful,  they  were  prosperous. 

But  with  us,  it  is  not  so  simple.  So  many  human  elements  come  be¬ 
tween  us  and  the  fruits  of  our  labors.  We  raise  our  crops,  but  their  value 
depends  on  distant  markets  and  trade  agreements  between  nations.  Our 
fathers  in  a  simpler  day  lived  by  the  labor  of  their  hands  and  the  sweat 
of  their  brows,  but  our  living  *is  determined  by  the  labor  of  hands  in 
far-off  factories,  and  by  the  sweat  of  brows  we  have  not  seen.  Our  agri¬ 
cultural  ancestors  worked  with  nature;  we  work  more  and  more  with 


human  nature.  And  in  these  human  factors  there  is  so  much  uncertainty 
that  many  question  whether  it  is  still' true  that  “whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap.” 

Our  situation  calls  to  mind  a  puzzling  passage  of  Scripture,  which 
almost  all  of  us  can  quote,  but  which  most  of  us  do  not  seem  to  believe. 
It  is  this:  “Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt  find  it  after 
many  days.” 

Think  of  what  probably  lay  behind  that  old  saying  of  Ecclesiastes. 
Picture  the  Nile  River  at  flood,  inundating  the  fields  of  an  Egyptian  farmer. 
It  is  time  to  sow  his  seed,  but  over  his  land  lie  the  muddy  waters  of  the 
swollen  stream.  Shall  he  wait  until  the  waters  recede?.  If  so,  he  may 
delay  till  the  time  of  sowing  be  passed.  Finally,  rather  than  wait  too  long, 
he  rows  out  in  his  flat-bottomed  boat  and  casts  the  seed  upon  the  waters. 
Some  of  it  is  carried'  away  by  the  swirling  currents,  but  some  is  deposited 
by  the  falling  waters  in  the  fertile  silt  left  by  the  flood.  Despite  some 
loss,  th£  ancient  farmer  thus  found  that  it  paid  to  cast  his  bread  upon 
the  waters.  , 

When  we  talk  about  sowing  and  reaping,  we  need  to  remember  that 
we  are  dealing  with  a  society  that  is  fluid,  and  often  even  in  flood.  In 
working  'with  human  nature  we  must  be  even  more  patient  than  in 
handling  nature,  though  I  confess  my  admiration  for  the  fortitude  of  the 
farmers  in  drought-stricken  and  flood-ravaged  regions.  But  in  sowing 
seeds  in  human  nature  we  may  have  to  wait  more  than  seven  years  for 
a  good  crop. 

I  think  of  a  mother  who  raised  a  crop  of  three  boys.  When  I  first 
met  her,  she  was  worried  about  those  lads.  They  did  not  seem  to  be  show¬ 
ing  any  results  of  her  £ood  teaching.  She  thought  her  work  had  been  in 
vain.  That  mother  has  passed  -away.  But  I  wish  she  could  see  her  sons 
now.  (Perhaps  she  does.)  They  are  showing  the  harvest  of  her  sowing. 

Recently  the  university  students  of  Hungary  have  staged  a  revolt 
against  the  Soviet  troops  stationed  in  their  country.  Competent  observers 
explain  this  uprising  as  the  outcropping  of  family  teaching,  which  the 
Russians  never  succeeded  in  uprooting. 

Parents,  take  heart.  “Cast  your  bread  upon  the  waters  and  you  will 
find  it  after  mahy  days.”  / 
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“LET  YOUR  FACE  SO  SHINE  .  . 


The  Master  did  not  really  say  that.  He  said, 
“Let  your  light  so  shine  .  .  But  the  light  in 
our  lives  is  so  truly  reflected  in  our  faces  that 
I  think  sometimes  He  might  have  been  thinking 
of  people’s  faces  when  He  spoke  of  light.  In 
the  little  town  where  I  live,  there  are  the 
customary  kinds  of  faces.  There  s  the  fellow 
who  nearly  always  wears  a  scowl.  Oh  yes,  he 
brightens  up  when  a  friend  speaks  to  him;  but 
the  brightness  immediately  flits  away  as  he  re¬ 
sumes  his  look  of  dislike  for  something  or  some-  • 
body.  There’s  the  woman  who  scarcely  speaks 
to  anyone.  Her  face  bears  hard  lines  of  determi¬ 
nation  which  betray  the  fact  that  she  intends  to 
get  all  out  of  the  world  that  she  can,  and  give 
back  as  little  as  she  must. 

There  are  other  and  pleasanter  faces  to 
meet  and  greet.  There’s  the  young  pastor  who 
has  recently  moved  to  town,  and  in  the  thrill 
of  serving  a  good  and  growing  church,  his  joy 
of  living  is  constantly  reflected  in  the  lines  of 
his  countenance.  There’s  the  retired  pastor  who 
shows  his  deep  faith,  and  the  assurance  that  he 
lives  by,  whether  he  speaks  a  word  to  you  or 
not.  There’s  the  humble  servant  woman,  now 
gone  to  her  eternal  reward,  who  looked  at 
everyone  with  a  smile  that  was  a  benediction. 

Judge  Camille  Kelley  “wrapped  up”  this  idea 
once  in  a  lecture  that  I  heard.  Many  remember 
her  as  the  Juvenile  Court  judge  of  Memphis, 
who  rendered  such  wonderful  service  to  so 
many  young  people  in  trouble.  She  said  this. 

“Girls,  if  you’re  not  pretty  at  seventeen 
you  can’t  help  it,  but  if  you  are  not  beauti- 
V  ful  at  sixty,  it’s  your  own  fault.” 

You  can’t  'just  wake  up  some  morning  a 
starry-eyed  saint  with  a  look  of  radiant  joy  on 
your  face.  But  if  you  will  talk  with  God  a 
number  of  times  every  day,  asking  His  blessings 
on  persons  whom  you  meet;  if  you  try  to  help 
others  without  trying  to  let  the  world  know 
anything  about  it;  and  if  you  try  to  love  all 
the  people,  you  know  who  may  not  be  very 
lovable,  then  you  will  begin  to  learn  the  great 
joy  of  Christian  living.  Besides  that,  your  face 
will  shine  with  the  kind  of  radiance  that  people 
will  notice  and  wish  for  themselves. 


QiuuiiuiiiiutiiiiiiiianiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiniHinniiiivniiiiiiiiiiiimiiniiiiiiiiQ 


On  A  Wide 
Circuit 


w.  w.  R*ld  | 
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A  HYMN  OF  THANKSGIVING 

I  thank  thee,  Lord,  for  golden  grain  in  store, 
For  food  and  shelter  ’gainst  the  winter’s  roar: 
But  let  me  never  mark  my  thanks  complete. 
While  any  man  in  hunger  walks  my  street. 

I  thank  thee,  Lord,  for  chapel,  school,  and  home, 
Those  sacred  ties  from  which  at  pain  we  roam: 
But  may  I  never  rest  content  while  child 
Of  thine  is  wandering,  lonely,  down  the  wild. 

I  thank  thee,  Lord,  for  generous  love  and  care, 
For  beauty,  hope,  and  knowledge  thou  dost  share: 
O  let  my  thanks  in  double  portion  rise 
And  lift  my  brother’s  vision  to  the  skies. 

I  thank  thee,  Lord,  that  peace  enfolds  the  land, 
Our  youth  not  sacrificed  to  war’s  demand: 

But  let  there  be  no  quitting  rest  for  me 
While  yet  one  brother  struggles  to  be  free. 

I  thank  thee,  Lord,  that  Christ  has  shown  thy 
way, 

That  he  has  given  hope  for  better  day: 

O  may  my  gratitude,  in  deeds  expressed, 

Be  writ  in  neighbor  lives  to  thee  confessed. 


A  PRAYER  OF  THANKSGIVING 

Dear  God  and  Father,  thou  whose  bounty 
provides  in  overflowing  measure  the  needs  of 
every  creature  thou  hast  created:  we  give  thee 
thanks  and  praise  for  all  the  blessings  thou 
hast  showered  upon  us  at  this  season  and  at 
every  season  of  our  lives.  We  thank  thee  for 
the  breath  of  life  with  which  thou  didst  quicken 
the  clod;  for  the  grain  and  the  leaf  and  the 
root  with  which  thou  dost  nourish  our  bodies; 
for  the  song  and  the  goal  and  the  faith  with 
which  thou  dost  strengthen  our  souls  and  spir¬ 
its;  for  the  sunshine  after  darkness,  the  rain¬ 
bow  through  the  rain,  the  eternal  hope  in 
death  with  which  thou  hast  endowed  us— thy 
creation  “only  a  little  lower  than  the  angels.” 

We  are  overwhelmed,  dear  God  and  Father, 
as  we  consider  the  depth  and  height  and 
breadth  of  thy  love  for  us  as  expressed  in  these 
thy  gifts  and  blessings.  We  are  shamed  by  our 
unworthiness  to  accept  even  a  tithe  of  thy  bene¬ 
fits  poured  upon  us.  And  we  ask  ourselves, 


“Why  has  our  God  dealt  so  graciously  with  us?” 
Help  us  to  comprehend,  Our '  Father,  that  thou 
hast  never  given  up  hope  for  thy  still  wayward 
children,  but  thou  art  ever  waiting  to  accom¬ 
plish  thy  purposes  in  the  world  through  our 
frail  hands,  and  hearts,  and  wills. 

Give  us  strength  and  mind  to  “let  thy  light 
shine  through  us,”  to  declare  thy  goodness 
“where’er  the  sun  does  his  successive  journeys 
run,”  to  be  thy  instruments  in  the  teaching, 
healing,  and  preaching  ministries.  Grant  that 
the  gold  and  the  gadgets — with  which  we  are 
surrounded  and  which  also  come  from  thy 
bounty — may  not  be  garnered  as  ends  in  them¬ 
selves,  but  as  channels  for  spreading  thy  bless¬ 
ings  and  for  reaching  thy  goals  for  thy  children 
everywhere. 

Teach  us,  dear  God  and  Father,  to  share 
and  not  to  hoard  or  bury  thy  gifts,  to  be  trustees 
and  not  destroyers  of  Earth’s  wealths,  to  spread 
the  blessings  of  plenty,  and  peace,  and  love, 
and  goodwill,  and  brotherhood  (blessings  meant 
for  both  the  just  and  the  unjust;  upon  all  men 
“even  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.” 

Thus  may  we  thy  children  evef  live  and 
work  and  serve  in  true  thankfulness  for  thy 
bounty.  Thus  may  we  follow  and  thank  Him 
who  gave  his  very  life  as  a  gift  for  men — even 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Savior.  Amen. 


REPORTS  SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS 
ESTABLISHING  COLLEGES  IN 
LARGE  CITIES 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  (RNS)  —  A  trend  toward 
establishing  Southern  Baptist  colleges  in  large 
cities  will  result  in  the  opening  of  perhaps  a 
dozen  new  schools  in  the  next  15  years,  it  was 
predicted  herq. 

R.  Orin  Cornett,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Education  Commission,  *  said 
some  of  the  schools  will  be  junior  colleges  and 
universities. 

Dallas,  Texas,  Baptists  recently  voted  for  a 
junior  college,  he  said,  and  Louisville,  Ky., 
Baptists  have  petitioned  the  state  Baptist  asso¬ 
ciation  for  a  branch  of  Georgetown  College,  a 
senior  Baptist  college. 

He  also  reported  that  Atlanta  Baptists  are 
seeking  a  school.  The  Mobile,  Ala.,  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation  is  the  latest  to  join  the  group,  with 
plans  for  a  four-year  college. 

Mr.  Cornett  said.it  costs  only  about  half  as 
much  per  student  to  operate  a  college  in  a  city 
of  over  50,000  population  as  in  a  smaller  com¬ 
munity. 
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Meditation 


The  Well  and  The  Water 


By  Theodore  P.  Ferris 


A  man  by  the  name  of  Rowland  Howard  once  put  one  of  the  simple 
yet  profound  facts  of  life  into  words  that  have  become  almost 
proverbial;  you  never  miss  the  water  until  the  well  runs  dry. 
What  those  words  mean  is  as  plain  as  the  nose  on  your  face.  They 
mean  that  we  never  realize  how  much  we  depend  on  water  as  long  as  we 
have  all  we  want.  As  long  as  we  can  turn  on  the  faucet  and  the  pure, 
clean,  fresh  water  flows  without  the  slightest  sign  of  stopping,  we  do 
not  think  much  about  it.  We  take  it  as  a  matter  of  course.  We  are  even 
so  bold  as  to  waste  it,  and  to  let  it  run  long  after  we  have  what  we  need. 
Not  until  there  comes  a  dry  summer  and  we  are  in  the  country  depending 
on  a  dug  well,  not  until  we  turn  the  faucet  and  hear  the  empty  rush  of 
air,  do  we  begin  to  realize  how  much  we  depend  on  water,  to  bathe  our 
bodies,  to  water  our  gardens,  to  wash  our  clothes  and,  above  all,  to  quench 
our  thirst. 


Need  Results  in  Appreciation 

\ . 

The  same  thing  is  true  of  all  the  things  in  life  that  really  matter.  We 
never  really  appreciate  food  until  we  have  been  good  and  hungry.  As 
long  as  we  have  all  the  money  we  want,  money  does  not  mean  much  to 
us,  and  we  spend  it  like  water.  We  never  realize  how  much  we  count  on 
the  church  until  we  find  ourselves  in  a  place  where  there  is  no  church; 
then  we  begin  to  see  just  how  much  we  depend  upon  it  to  feed  our 
spirits.  Even  the  people  we  love  most  we  are  likely  to  take  for  granted, 
not  fully  realizing  how  much  they  mean  to  us,  until  we  are  in  danger 
of  losing  them.  Then  we  begin,  rather  late  in  the  day,  to  count  them 
among  our  treasures.  God  Himself  we  often  take  as  a  matter  of  course, 
not  realizing  how  utterly  we  are  dependent  on  Him  until  we  go  through 
one  of  those  terrible  periods  that  the  mystics  call  “the  dark  night  of  the 
soul”. 

To  say  this  about  human  beings  is  not  to  judge  them  harshly,  nor  to 
blame  them  for  their  nature.  It  is  simply  to  record  a  fact  about  them,  the 
fact  that  in  most  cases  they  never  miss' the  water  until  the  well  runs  dry. 

This  is  why  the  most  thankful  people  are  those  who  have  been 
through  the  darkest  hours  and  have  seen  the  grimmest  days.  The  Pilgrims 
in  1621  were  so  genuinely  thankful  because  they  had  been  so  desperately 
hungry.  They  had  been  through  one,  long,  devastating  winter  that  mowed 
them  down  like  grass  and,  now  when  the  harvest  assured  them  of  more 
than  enough  food  for  the  next  winter,  their  gratitude  was  unbounded. 

Experience  and  Thanksgiving 

One  of  the  most  thankful  persons  I  know  is  a  woman  who  has  been 
in  pain  for  the  past  two  years.  For  the  past  six  months  it  has  become 
steadily  more  constant  and  more  severe.  About  four  weeks  ago  she  was 
given  one  of  the  new  drugs,  and  the  pain  has  stopped.  Never  before  has 
she  been  so  thankful  because  never  before  had  she  known  what  constant 
pain  could  be  like.  The  people  who  are  really  thankful  for  peace  are  the 
people  who  have  been  through  the  ravages  of  war,  who  have  gone  to 
bed  night  after  night  not  knowing  whether  they  would  live  to  see  another 
day.  One  of  the  most  thankful  persons  I  have  ever  met  was  a  young  man 
who  was  shot  down  in  the  Pacific.  Through  the  long  hot  days  and  the 
freezing  nights  he  waited  there  on  a  raft  for  fifty-six  hours.  When  he 
was  picked  up,  he  knew  what  it  meant  to  thank  God  for  life.  In  fact, 
you  might  almost  say  that  the  most  thankful  people  are  the  people  who 
have  had  the  most  trouble. 

Trouble  In  A  New  Light 

This  puts  trouble  in  a  new  light.  Nobody  likes  trouble;  do  not  let 
anyone  piously  or  otherwise  fool  you  about  that.  Everybody  shrinks  from 
trouble  and  does  everything  he  can  to  guard  against  it.  But  we  Americans 
despise  trouble.  To  us  it  is  a  mark  of  weakness.  We  expect  a  man  to  make 
good,  to  support  his  family  and  to  leave  them  something  when  he  dies. 
We  expect  him  to  keep  well.  If  he  mkkes  mistakes,  if  he  gets  himself  into 
bad  scrapes,  if  he  fails  and  goes  down,  even  temporarily,  we  are  inclined 
to  think  him  weak,  if  not  yellow.  Our  whole  economy  is  planned  to  pro- 

EDITORIAL  NOTE — The  author,  Dr.  Theodore  P.  Ferris  Is  Rector  of  Trinity  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  Boston,  Mass.'  He  began  his  ministry  there  in  1942  and  thus  occupies 
the  pulpit  made  famous  by  the  22-year  ministry  of  the  great  Phillips  Brooks  who  was 
Rector  from  1869  to  1891.— ED. 


tect  us  from  trouble,  and  to  keep  us  comfortable  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave.  „ 

But  trouble  comes,  just  the  same.  Sooner  or  later  the  well  runs  dry. 
And  when  trouble  comes,  we  become  more  aware,  first  of  the  water 
itself.  We  become  conscious,  almost  for  the  first  time,  of  the  mysterious, 
indeed  miraculous  qualities  of  water.  And  we  become  aware  of  our  de¬ 
pendence  upon  it  We  know  that  we  cannot  get  along  without  it.  We 
knew  it  all  along,  intellectually,  but  we  never  took  time  to  take  it  in. 

Wells  Run  Dry  and  Fill  Again 

So,  one  well  after  another  runs  dry.  The  body  gives  out;  we  run 
through  the  money;  the  person  we  love  is  taken  away;  the  lights  bum 
out.  When  this  happens,  some  people  go  to  pieces  but  not  most.  Most 
people  begin  to  grow,  grow  more  conscious  of  life  outside  and  beyond 
themselves.  The  range  of  their  sympathy  increases  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
and  their  imagination  gets  more  lively  every  day,  so  that  they  begin  to 
see  how  other  people  have  to  live,  and  through  what  dark  and  deep 
valleys  they  have  had  to  travel. 

When  the  well  begins  to  fill  once  again,  then  their  hearts  sing  for 
joy  and  they  enter  the  ranks  of  those  who  praise  God  from  whom  all 
blessings  flow.  Of  course,  sometimes  the  well  does  not  fill  up.  Sometimes 
it  remains  dry  as  a  bone.  Sometimes  the  body  does  not  recover;  the  person 
you  love  does  not  get  well,  the  tide  does  not  turn,  the  food  does  not  arrive, 
and  the  harvest  fails.  What  then?  When  that  happens  a  man  digs  a  deeper 
well,  strikes  a  deeper  vein.  That  is  what  a  man  in  the  country  does,  and 
that  is  what  a  man  in  trouble  does.  If  his  physical  capacities  fail,  he  reaches 
down  to  deeper  wells  and  draws  on  spiritual  reserve  hitherto  untapped. 
If  the  person  he  loves  dies,  he  digs  deeper  until  he  strikes  the  vein  of 
the  unseen  world,  and  in  this  new  world  his  life  expands  and  assumes  a 
dimension  it  never  had  before. 

When  you  stop  to  think  of  it,  who  are  the  great  people  you  have 
known?  Not  great  in  the  sense  that  their  names  appear  in  some  Who’s 
Who,  but  great  in  the  sense  that  they  were  transmitters  of  life  to  every- 
body  around  them.  Are  they  the  people  whose  wells  never  went  dry’  I 
hardly  think  so.  Are  they  not  in  almost  every  case  the  people  who,  when 
their  well  went  dry,  either  waited  patiently  for  the  rains  to  fill  it  again, 
or  dug  a  deeper  well  nearby?  And  which  are  the  great  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  at  what  hour  were  they  at  their  greatest?  When  the  well  was 
lull,  or  dry?  I  leave  you  to  give  the  answer. 


ranger  in  Prosperity,  Not  Poverty 

So  I  move  quickly  on  to  think  of  our  own  nation  in  the  light  of  these 
things  we  have  been  thinking  and  saying. 

We  might  as  well  come  directly  to  the  point.  In  this  country  our 
danger  is  not  poverty,  but  prosperity.  We  have  not  too  little;  we  have 
too  much  for  our  own  good.  Our  well  is  overflowing,  at  least  at  the 
moment,  and  the  oil  wells  in  Texas  are  a  symbol  of  the  extravagant 
wealth  of  this  country.  It  would  be  silly  to  say  that  there  is  anything  in¬ 
trinsically  evil  about  it  because  there  isn’t.  But,  it  is  only  common  sense 
to  say  that  in  the  light  of  history,  no  nation  ever  thrives  for  long  on 
prosperity  Soon  it  begins  to  take  for  granted  the  water  and  the  oil  the 
coal  and  the  soil  the  waterways  and  the  harbors,  all  the,  things  that  have 
been  given  to  it;  it  wastes  them  instead  of  thanking  God  for  them.  Its 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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DR.  GUY  HICKS,  Superintendent  of  the  Ruston 
District,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Ruston 
Presbyterian  Church  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  11. 

REV.  SAM  NADER,  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  11 
o’clock  worship  service  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Eunice,  Sunday,  Nov.  4,  where  Rev.  Ned 
L.  Stout  is  pastor. 


REV.  AUSTIN  WATSON  of  Columbia,  Miss., 
was  guest  preacher  in  revival  services  at 
the  Stone  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
October  29-November  4,  where  Rev.  I.  L.  Yeager 
is  pastor. 

PRESTON  V.  KORS,  vice  president  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  National  Bank,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church  supper  meeting  Oct.  29. 
Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  MERLIN  MERRILL,  pastor  of  the  Mans¬ 
field  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher 
in  revival  services  held  at  the  Morningside  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  Nov.  11-18,  where  Rev. 
Eldred  Blakely  is  pastor. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  E.  W.  SANDEL  of  Pineville 
announce  the  birth  of  their  third  child,  and 
first  daughter,  Cynthia  Eleanor,  on  October  23, 
in  Alexandria.  Rev.  Mr.  Sandel  is  pastor  of  the 
Palestine  Charge. 


REV.  CHARLES  FLURRY,  Baton  Rouge,  asso¬ 
ciate  director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Rodessa  Methodist  Church  Sunday  morning, 
Nov.  11,  where  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull  is 

pastor. 


DR.  WILLIAM  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  University 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  conducted 
a  week  of  revival  services  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches,  Nov.  4-9.  Services  were 
held  at  7  a.m.,  and  7:30  p.m.,  daily.  Rev.  George 
F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


rHE  THIRD  ANNUAL  cooperative  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Service  of  Kentwood  was  held  this  year 
t  the  Church  of  God.  The  service  was  held  on 
Wednesday  night,  November  21,  with  Rev.  Land- 
urn  Sally,  pastor  of  the  Kentwood  Baptist 
:hurch  as  speaker. 


THE  NEW  MEMBERS  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  were  honored  at  a 
“This  Is  Your  Life”  party  at  the  church,  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  Nov.  14.  The  party  was  sponsored 
by  the  Commission  on  Membership  and  Evange  - 
ism.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

EV.  DAN  ROBINSON,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Minden,  is  the  preacher 
Union  Thanksgiving  services  being  held  to- 
ly  in  the  Minden  Presbyterian  Church.  Plans 
,r  this  service  were  made  by  members  of  the 
dnden  Ministerial  Association  of  which  Dr.  Tru- 
an  Aldredge  is  president.- 


FD  FUTTRELL  is  president  of  the  Palestine 
'  Methodist  Men’s  Club.  The  organization  has 
purchased  and  paid  for  a  new  grand  piano  for 
the  church  sanctuary.  Other  projects  for  the 
year  include  the  building  of  tables  for  the  Men  s 
Club  suppers,  and  painting  of  the  parsonage. 
Rev.  E.  W.  Sandel  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DEAN  J.  B.  WILSON  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Science  at  Louisiana  Tech  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Columbia  Methodist  church  Sun¬ 
day,  October  28.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Church  School  at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston.  Rev.  W.  C.  Barham  is  pastor  of  the 
Columbia  church. 

MIKE  JOHN  JR.,  author  of  the  book,  “Think 
Spiritually”,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Thareson  Bible  class  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  of  Baton  Rouge,  Sunday,  Oct.  21.  Mr. 
John  is  owner  and  operator  of  a  men  and  boys 
clothing  firm  in  Monroe,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  there. 


MISS  JOAN  LAY,  Gilliam,  was  guest  speaker 
recently  at  the  Rodessa  Methodist  Church, 
telling  of  her  migrant  ministry  and, showing 
colored  slides  to  depict  the  work.  Miss  Lay  is 
the  daughter  of  Robert  P.  Lay,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leader.  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  CLIFFORD  HARRIS,  former  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China,  was  the  guest  speaker  for 
the  September  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Palestine  Methodist  Church.  Ladies  night  was 
observed  and  a  barbecue  chicken  supper  served 
to  the  60  persons  present.  Rev.  E.  W.  Sandel  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


REV.  A.  A.  McKNIGHT,  pastor  of  the  DeQuincy 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  in  re¬ 
vival  services  at  the  Broadlands  community 
church  in  DeRidder,  Nov.  11-17.  The  youth  choir 
directed  by  Mrs.  Emil  Buhrman,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Loomis  and  Mrs.  Jack  Robinson  provided  spe¬ 
cial  music  for  the  services.  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith 
is  pastor  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church  in  De¬ 
Ridder. 


REV.  B.  A.  GALLOWAY,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Houma,  was  guest  preach¬ 
er  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  November  4-11. 
Jerry  Fuller,  choir  director  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Iberia,  was  in  charge  of  the 
music.  Services  were  held  twice  daily.  Rev.  R. 
E.  Walton  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

AN  ILLUSTRATED  lecture  on  the  Holy  Land 
was  presented  at  the  evening  service  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Sunday, 
Oct.  28  by  the  pastor,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr. 
“Portraits  of  Palestine”  was  the  subject 'of  the 
lecture,  and  Dr.  Dawson  supplemented  his  re¬ 
marks  with  color  slides  of  Palestine  views  he 
made  on  a  trip  there  last  summer. 

FED  McCLANAHAN,  was  guest  speaker  in 
the  Laymen’s  Day  Service  at  the  Broadmoor 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Sunday  morning, 
Oct.  28.  Mr.  McClanahan  is  a  teacher  of  the 
Young  Adult  Class  in  the  church  and  was  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  service  by  Cecil  E.  Ramey,  Jr., 
charge  lay  leader.  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


THE  WILHITE  CHURCH,  Downsville,  will  hold 
its  annual  homecoming  celebration,  Sunday, 
November  25,  beginning  at  11  a.m.  when  the  Rev. 
Kutly  Feasel  will  deliver  the  morning  sermon. 
An  old  fashioned  basket  lunch  will  be  served  at 
noon  and  fellowship  with  friends  and  relatives 
will  be  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  day,  followed 
by  singing  in  the  afternoon. 

LAYMEN’S  DAY  SERVICES  at  Hodge  were 
conducted  by  local  laymen,  using  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Truth  Shall  Make  You  Free”.  W.  H. 
Buford,  lay  leader,  who  presided,  and  B.  E.  Hath- 
way,  Church  School  Superintendent,  were  the 
speakers.  W.  C.  ,Rasbury  ied  in  prayer.  The 
chancel  choir  and  the  youth  ghoir  rendered  spe¬ 
cial  anthems.  Rev.  G.  A.  Morgan  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


DR.  RODNEY  CLINE,  Professor  at  L.S.U.,  was 
guest  speaker  in  Laymen’s  Day  Services  held 
at  the  Kentavood  Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  15.  He  was  assisted  in  the  service  by 
laymen  of  the  church.  Dr.  Cline  is  a  member 
of  First  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  is 
an  outstanding  Methodist  layman,  an  author  and 
a  college  administrator.  Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean, 
Jr.,  is  pastor  at  Kentwood. 

CONCLUDING  a  series  of  special  studies  for 
adults,  Professor  Bryant  Davidson  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  and  David  Kruger  of  Caddo 
Parish  Juvenile  Court  addressed  the  members  of 
the  North  Highlands  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  28.  At  the  evening 
service  Mrs.  Isobelle  Mynor,  treasurer  of  the 
Shreveport  Mission  Board,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Rev.  B.  E.  Bond  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


A  FISHERMEN’S  CLUB  is  being  organized  in 
the  First  Methodist  Church  at  Lake  Charles. 
It  will  be  comprised  of  men,  and  sponsored  by 
the  Commission  on  Membership  and  Evangelism. 
Its  purpose  will  be  to  visit  prospective  new  mem¬ 
bers  for  Christ  and  His  Church.  The  group  will 
meet  monthly  at  the  church  for  supper.  FqIIow- 
ing  a  brief  period  of  instruction  by  the  minister, 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  the  members  will  make  their 
calls. 

JUDGE  VINSON  M.  MOUSER,  from  Columbia, 
was -the  guest  speaker  in  the  Laymen’s  Day 
Service  of  the  Tallulah  Methodist  Church,  Sun¬ 
day,  November  15.  He  was  assisted  in  the  service 
by  the  laymen  of  the  church.  Judge  Mouser  is 
an  activ«*member  in  his  church,  a  leader  in  the 
district  work  with  laymen,  and  has  served  on 
many  annual  conference  committees  and  com¬ 
missions.  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo  is  pastor  of  the 
church- 

AT  A  QUARTERLY  Conference  held  in  the 
Live  Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson,  Sun¬ 
day,  November  4,  authority  was  given  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee  to  advertise  for  bids  and  let  the 
contract  for  construction  on  the  addition  to  the 
Education  Building.  The  resolution  calls  for  the 
completion  of  the  entire  project  which  will  in¬ 
clude  eight  new  class  rooms,  a  large  fellowship 
hall,  a  kitchen,  all  of  which  will  have  central 
heating  and  air  conditioning.  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bow- 
don,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  DOUGLAS  L.  McGUIRE,  pastor  of  the 
Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  guest  speaker  in  a  series  of  revival 
services  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Many, 
Nov.  11-18.  Rev.  Mr.  McGuire  is  active  in  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference  work  having  completed  his 
fifth  year  as  Conference  Missionary  Secretary. 
He  was  one  of  some  fifty  men  selected  in  the 
United  States  to  serve  in  an  evangelistic  mission 
to  Alaska  in  February,  1954.  Rev.  John  B.  Koele- 
may  is  pastor  of  the  church  in  Many. 

TWO  LAYMEN  of  the  Winnfield  Methodist 
Church  gave  talks  on  the  subject  “The  Truth 
Shall  Make  You  Free”  at  the  Laymen’s  Day 
Service  of  the  church,  Sunday,  Oct.  21.  Edwin 
Bird  spoke  on  the  negative  aspects  of  freedom, 
discussing  man’s  constant  struggle  to  free  him¬ 
self  from  political  tyranny,  from  economic  ty¬ 
ranny,  from  religious  tyranny,  and  from  social 
tyranny.  Dr.  Bert  Glass,  speaking  on  the  positive 
Side  of  the  same  topic  stressed  man’s  freedom 
“to”  rather  than  his  freedom  “from”.  Rev.  Luther 
Booth  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

GROUND  BREAKING  ceremonies  for  a  new 
Christian  Education  Building  at  the  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church  were  held  Sun¬ 
day,  Nov.  11  between  the  regular  Sunday  School 
hour  and  the  11  a.m.  worship  service.  The  cere¬ 
monies  marked  the  beginning  of  several  new 
buildings  at  the  present  location  of  the  church. 
Special  music  with  the  Youth  and  Adult  choirs 
opened  the  ceremonies.  Talks  were  given  by 
Vernon  Cagle,  chairman  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee;  O.  W.  Marrs,  chairman  of  the  Official 
Board;  Mervin  Loudon,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Sam  Goode,  superintendent  of 
the  Church  School.  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  B.  A.  GALLOWAY,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Houma,  has  announced 
“A  most  successful  Preaching  Spiritual  Life  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Layman  Visitation  and  Evangelism  pro¬ 
gram  held  at  the  church  October  28-November 
4,  drew  to  a  conclusion  a  well-attended  six  weeks 
Church  Loyalty  Crusade.  The  highlights  of  the 
program  were  emphasis  on  church  attendance, 
Sunday  School  attendance,  the  World  Wide  Com¬ 
munion  Service,  the  Layman’s  Day  program, 
Protestant  Sunday  Services,  and  Visitation  and 
Evangelism.  The  response  on  the  part  of  the 
church  was  most  gratifying  and  attendance  in 
the  Spiritual  Life  Preaching  Mission  was  ex¬ 
cellent  as  a  result  of  a  ‘fill  the  pew  plan’  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  C.  R.  Patterson  Memorial  Class, 
the  Wesley  Friendship  Class,  the  young  Adult 
Class  and  the  Youth  Department  of  the  church. 
The  spiritual  life  of  the  church  was  greatly  lift¬ 
ed  by  these  services  and  a  total  of  fourteen 
persons  were  brought  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
church  through  the  Visitation  Evangelism  Pro¬ 
gram.” 
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Hebert  Methodist 
Has  Homecoming 
Service 

The  second  annual  homecoming 
for  the  Hebert  Methodist  Church 
was  held  Sunday,  Oct.  28. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Holladay,  pastor 
at  Oakdale  Methodist  Church  and 
formerly  pastor  at  Hebert,  was 
guest  speaker.  Others  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  were  Dr.  E.  L.  Carroll,  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Shelton,  Mrs.  Palmer  Howard, 
Richard  Dyer,  and  A.  B.  Griggs,  Sr. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Carl  Barham, 
was  master  of  ceremonies. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Hearn,  Sr., 
Ruston,  Louisiana 
treasurer,  conducted  the  Sunday 
services  at  Columbia  Methodist 
Church  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barham 
who  serves  both  the  Hebert  and 
Columbia  Methodist  churches.  Dr. 
John  E.  Hearn,  Jr.,  of  Columbia,  in¬ 
troduced  his  father  as  the  guest 
speaker. 


Bishop  Dedicates 
Grace  Church 
Parsonage 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  conducted 
dedication  services  at  the  new  par¬ 
sonage  of  Grace  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  Nov.  5.  Those  assisting 
Bishop  Martin  in  the  service  in¬ 
cluded  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Ruston  District;  the 
Rev.  Douglas  McGuire,  pastor  of 
Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport;  and  the  Rev.  Henry  C. 
Blount,  pastor  of  Grace  Church. 

T.  E.  Raley  made  the  presentation 
to  Bishop  Martin  and  a  reception 
followed  the  dedication  service. 


Ruston  District  Plans  Quadrennial 

Program 


Nine  ministers?  of  the  Ruston  District  met  Friday,  October  26,  in  Ruston 
to  study  the  Methodist  program  for  the  next  four  years  and  to  make  plans 
for  the  carrying  out  of  that  program  in  the  Ruston  District.  These  men 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks,  Ruston  District  Superintendent, 
and  Rev.  Robert  Peyton,  Arcadia  Assistant  Director,  will  give  guidance  to 
the  other  pastors  and  lay  leaders  throughout  the  district  during  November 
and  December. 

The  nine  ministers  included:  Rev.  Dan  Robinson,  Minden;  Rev.  Terrel 
Lowe,  Hico;  Rev.  Don  Risenger,  Homer;  Rev.  Jack  Shaw,  Cotton  Valley; 
Rev.  Frank  Tucker,  Springhill;  Rev.  .Jolly  Harper,  Ruston;  Rev.  Robert 
Peyton,  Arcadia;  Rev.  Roland  Friedrich,  Lisbon;  and  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount, 
Ruston. 

At  a  regular  meeting  on  Monday,  October  29,  of  the  pastors  and  their 
'  wives  of  the  district,  Dr.  Hicks  again  presented  the  program  emphasis  to 
the  ministers  with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Mr.  Peyton,  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson, 
Rev/Mr.  Risenger,  and  Rev  Mr.  Harper. 


Pictured  above  are  those  who  participated  in  a  dedication  service  of 
three  new  cottages  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  and  the  first  duplex 
for  the  Retired  Ministers’  Home  at  Ruston,  Nov.  6. 

Front  Row,  left  to  right,  are:  Dr.  R.  W.  Vaughan,  superintendent 
emeritus  of  the  Children’s  Home;  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin;  and  Dr.  C.  B. 
White,  superintendent  of  the  Children’s  Home.  Back  row,  left  to  right,  are: 
Olin  E.  Oeschger,  general  secretary  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Hospitals  and  Homes,  Chicago;  the  Rev.  James  B.  Grambling,  Logansport, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Retired  Ministers’  Home;  and  Floyd  B.  James, 
Ruston,  president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Children’s  Home. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Grambling  and  Mr.  James  presented  the  buildings  to 
Bishop  Martin,  head  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana.  Area  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 


Participants  In  Dedication  Services 


Lafayette  DS 
Is  Revival 
Speaker 

The  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lafayette  District, 
was  speaker  at  a  revival  held  by 
Istrouma  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Nov.  5-11. 

In  addition  to  the  evening  serv¬ 
ices,  morning  services,  followed  by 
a  coffee  hour,  were  conducted 
Tuesday  through  Friday. 

The  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain  is  pastor 
at  Istrouma. 


No.  Baton  Rouge 
Church  Signs 
Contract 

A  contract  was  signed  Nov.  1,  for 
the  first  phase  of  construction  of 
the  proposed  North  Baton  Rouge 
Methodist  Church  to  be  located  at 
4S60  Evangeline  Street. 

The  education  building  will  be 
the  first  part  of  the  plant  con¬ 
structed  and  the  Walker  Construc¬ 
tion  was  awarded  the  work  on  their 
bid  of  $67,932.  Two  other  units,  the 
auditorium  and  fellowship  hall  will 
be  erected  later. 

Vernon  Cagle  is  chairman  of  the 
building  committee  and  Mervin 
Loudon  and  Collins  Tillery  are 
chairman  and  yice  chairman,  re¬ 
spectively,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  pastor  is  the  Rev.  James  L. 
Stovall. 


New  Church, 
Alexandria, 

In  Building  Drive 

The  Horseshoe  Drive  Methodist 
Church  at  Cherokee  Village  in 
Alexandria,  is  now  in  a  building 
fund  drive  to  raise  some  $40,000 
for  the  first  unit  of  a  church  plant. 

The  campaign  kickoff  ’Sinner  was 
held  Nov.  5,  at  the  Cherokee  School 
auditorium,  according  to  William 
Clint  Porter,  campaign  chairman. 
Guest  speaker  was  the  Rev.  John 
Kilpatrick,  pastor  of  the  Pineville 
Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Karl 
Tooke,  Shreveport,  conference  di¬ 
rector  of  stewardship  who  is  advis¬ 
or  for  the  Horseshoe  church  project, 
also  attended  the  initial  campaign 
meeting. 

Mrs.  B.  J.  Odum  and  Mrs.  John 
Swanson  were  in  charge  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  program  and  Mrs.  Tom  Paul 
Southerland  was  in  charge  of  din¬ 
ner  arrangements.  The  WSCS,  with 
Mrs.  George  Pitts  as  president, 
sponsored  the  dinner. 

The  new  church  was  organized  in 
June  and  hopes  to  be  charted  with 
100  members  by  January.  The 
group  will  build  Sunday  school 
classrooms  and  a  temporary  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  a  two-acre  site  on  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive,  adjacent  to  Bayou 
Robert.  Filling  and  grading  work 
on  the  lot  is  already  completed. 

At  present  the  Rev.  Otis  Spinks, 
pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  is  acting  as  temporary 
pastor.  Worship  services  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  are  conducted  each  Sun¬ 
day  at  the  Masonic  Home. 

Assisting  Mr.  Porter  as  chairman 
of  the  building  fund  committees  are: 
George  White,  co-chairman;  Law¬ 
rence  Beck,  steering  committee 
chairman;  J.  L.  Finley,  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  mechanics;  Mrs. 
Southerland,  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  women’s  work;  Ned  Ber¬ 
lin,  education  chairman;  and 
George  Pitts,  chairman  of  the  so¬ 
licitations  committee. 


Lake  Charles  Pastor 
Returns  From 
Tour 

The  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith,  pastor 
of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  has  returned  from  a 
voyage  to  South  America  which  he 
made  as  guest  chaplain  on  the  S.  S. 
Argentina. 

The  five-week  trip  took  him  to 
Trinidad,  Barbados,  Brazil,  Uru¬ 
guay,  and  Argentina. 

On  Sunday,  Nov.  4,  he  spoke  on 
his  experiences  and  observations  on 
the  trip.  The  title  of  his  morning 
sermon  was  “Missions”,  and  his 
topic  Sunday  evening  was  “Christ 
South  of  the  Equator”.  He  also 
spoke  at  the  Broadlands  Commun¬ 
ity  Church,  Sunday  morning  at 
9:15. 


N.O.  DISTRICT  IN  $300,000 
EXPANSION  DRIVE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
literally  ‘exploding”  into  new  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  communities  —  our 
building  program  is  just  really  get¬ 
ting  started.  There  should  eventual¬ 
ly  be  60  Methodist  churches.”  There 
are  now  42  Methodist  churches  in 
the  New  Orleans  District. 
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Arkansas  MSM  to  Hold  Annual  Conference  In  Arkadelphia 


Arkansas  MSM  officers  who  have  served  during  1956  and  who  will  continue  in  office 
through  the  annual  meeting  are:  seated,  left  to  right,  Miss  Sue  Hudson,  president;  and 
Miss  Pat  Allen,  secretary.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are:  Miss  Carol  Kay  Williams, 
treasurer;  Miss  June  Green,  publicity  director;  Joe  White,  director  of  the  Methodist 
Student  Fund;  and  Tommy  Meyer,  vice  president. 


EGYPT  MYF 
REORGANIZES; 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  Egypt  Methodist  Youth  met 
with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  John 
Richardson,  Sunday  evening,  Nov. 
4,  and  reorganized  the  MYF. 

Officers  elected  are:  adult  coun¬ 
selor,  IVfrs.  Ruth  Vaughn;  president, 
Sam  Poe;  vice  president,  Sam  Spur¬ 
lock;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Beu¬ 
lah  Mae  Crowell;  publicity  chair¬ 
man,  Carlton  Vaughn;  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chairmen  of  commissions: 
worship  and  evangelism,  Gregg 
Williams;  missions  and  world 
friendship,  Bonnie  Spurlock;  com¬ 
munity  service,  Nina  Escue;  and 
recreation,  L.  E.  Vaughn. 

“We  are  going  to  strive  in  every 
way  to  get  more  young  people  in 
our  MYF  and  to  show  others  we 
are  young  people  working  for 
Christ,”  Mrs.  Ruth  Vaughn,  report¬ 
er,  said. 


David  Haas  Memorial 
MYF  Helps  UNICEF 

The  Chancel  and  Cherub  Choirs 
of  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bunkie  collected 
$77.37  for  UNICEF  on  Halloween. 
The  children  made  a  canvas  of  many 
homes  of  Bunkie  with  the  idea  that 
the  treats  of  pennies  would  help  the 
children  of  the  world  through  UNI¬ 
CEF. 

Following  the  community  canvas, 
the  Chancel  Choir  met  on  the  church 
grounds  for  a  weiner  roast  and 
treats  for  the  local  children.  The 
Cherub  Choir  met  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Tebow  for  a 
similar  outing.  Mrs.  Warren  L. 
Constant,  director  of  the  choirs, 
planned  the  activities  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  and  was  assisted  by  Mesdames 
J.  W.  Roberts,  H.  W.  Pierce,  E.  P. 
Griffin,  E.  Aymond,  J.  B.  Cochran, 
J.  D.  Goodell,  R.  L.  McIntyre,  E.  D. 
Sarver,  T.  E.  Cranford,  and  C.  W. 
Tebow.  —  By  Jimmie  J.  Caraway, 
pastor 

New  Iberia 
Senior  Department 
Sponsors  Supper 

Members  of  the  Senior  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Sunday  school  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  and 
their  families  attended  a  parent- 
youth  covered  dish  supper  Sunday 
evening,  Nov.  4. 

George  Key,  a  member  of  the 
church;  and  Stanley  Pearson,  a 
member  of  Abbeville  Methodist 
Church,  were  speakers.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  in  connection  with  the 
Fall  Action  Project,  “Drinking  and 
Christian  Living.” 

The  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  pastor 
at  the  New  Iberia  church. 


NOBLE,  LA.,  ORGANIZES 
SOCIETY 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
Church  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  McDonald, 
Rodessa,  district  secretary  of  pro¬ 
motion.  Rev.  James  Lawton,  pas¬ 
tor,  was  present. 

Officers  elected  are:  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Julian,  president;  Mrs.  Hoyt  Cas¬ 
sell,  vice-president;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Mul- 
loy,  secretary-treasurer. 

Meetings  will  be  held  on  the 
second  Monday  night  of  each 
month. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 
Conway-Perry  County 

The  Conway-Perry  County 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  sub¬ 
district  meeting  was  held  Monday 
night  November  5,  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  "Morrilton 
with  the  Oppelo  MYF-  as-  hosts. 

A  Thanksgiving  program  was 
presented  by  the  Oppelo  group 
with  Bobby  Yarbrough  as  leader. 
Those  assisting  him  in  presenting 
the  program  were  Joyce  Brandon, 
Linda  Jones,  Julia  Yarbrough  and 
Gloria  Thompson. 

William  Moose  of  Morrilton,  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  sub-district,  presided 
during  the  business  meeting.  The 
Morritlon  MYF  invited  the  group 
to  meet  with  them  for  the  Christ¬ 
mas  meeting.  V 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Conway  dis¬ 
trict,  and  Mrs.  Rickey  of  Conway 
had  charge  of  the  recreation. 

Refreshments  were  served  by 
the  Oppelo  MYF. 


Poinsett 

The  Poinsett  sub-district  MYF 
met  in  Marked  Tree  on  Nov.  6. 

A  council  meeting  preceded  'the 
regular  meeting,  and  Wade  Whar¬ 
ton,  vice-president,  presided.  Bar¬ 
bara  Goad  was  elected  secretary  to 
succeed  Sandra  Prince  who  resign¬ 
ed. 

Some  99  persons  attended  the 
business  meeting  of  the  entire 
group,  and  voted  to  have  the  next 
meeting  at  Lepanto. 

Following  a  period  of  recreation 
and  refreshments,  the  group  at¬ 
tended  a  worship  service  in  the 
sanctuary.  Mrs.  Howard  Stuck 
gave  a  very  impressive  talk  and 
Philip  Burns  sang  “Bless  This 
House.” 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  with 


the  MYF  Benediction.  Ann  Row¬ 
lett,  reporter. 


Arkansas  Valley 

The  Arkansas  Valley  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  met  at  Mulberry,  Monday,  Nov¬ 
ember  12,  with  55  present.  The 
meeting  opened  with  a  devotional, 
followed  by  a  talk  on  Japan  by 
Kayo  Okada,  a  Japanese  student  at 
the  University  of  Arkansas. 

Kayo  told  us  about  customs,  con¬ 
ditions,  etc.  in  Japan.  He  wore  a 
Japanese  costume  and  showed  us 
several  things  from  Japan.  He  also 
wrote  several  things  on  the  board 
in  Japanese  characters.  Kayo  said 
that  anyone  wishing  information 
on  Japan  could  write  him  and  he 
would  be  glad  to  answer  any  ques¬ 
tions.  His  address  is;  Kayo  Ok^da, 
Box  1024.  University  of  Arkansas, 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

The  business  meeting  was  held 
next  and  closed  with  the  MYF 
benediction.  The  group  was  served 
cocoa,  cookies  and  sandwiches. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at 
Lamar,  December  10.  The  program 
will  be  a  Christmas  pageant.  All 
members  are  urged  to  attend. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

DATING 

Purposely  this  column  has  not 
sought  to  be#  a  “lovelorn”  refuge, 
although  it  often  deals  with  ques¬ 
tions  which  might  stamp  it  as  such. 
Yet,  this  time  we  take  our  cue  from 
dvquestion  that  came  from  a  young 
man  (identity  unknown)  in  a  recent 
series  of  “Problem  Clinics”  conduct¬ 
ed  by  yours  truly  for  one  of  our 
church’s  MYF  groups.  Here  was  his 
question:  “I  am  very  much  attract¬ 
ed  to  a  girl  who  is  quite  a  bit  young¬ 
er  than  I — her  parents  refuse  to  let 
her  stay  out  late  with  me,  and  as 
a  result,  all  my  friends  tell  me  I  am 
very  foolish  to  keep  going  with  her, 
as  I  have  to  take  her  home  just 


By  Methodist  Information 

The  annual  state-wide  conference 
of  the  Methodist  Student  Movement 
will  be  in  session  at  Hendersbn  State 
Teachers  College  and  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Arkadelphia, 
Nov.  30-Dec.  2. 

“Through  Days  of  Preparation”  is 
the  theme  for  the  1956  meeting;  and 
the  Rev.  Jameson  Jones,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  representative  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  College  and  University  Re¬ 
ligious  Life  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education,  is  keynote  speaker.  He 
is  a  former  editor  of  “Power”  and 
“Concern”,  Methodist  magazines  for 
youth,  and  past  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Methodist 
Youth. 

Some  200  students  from  Wesley 
Foundations,  which  are  organized 
Methodist  student  groups  on  college 
and  university  campuses,  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  conference. 
They  will  represent  some  12  Ar¬ 
kansas  colleges. 

In  addition  to  addresses  by  the 
keynote  speaker,  a  business  session 
will  be  held  Saturday  morning  when 
officers  for  1957  will  be  elected. 
There  will  be  discussion  groups  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon;  and  a  banquet  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday  evening.  The 
conference  will  adjourn  following 
worship  services  at  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Sunday. 

Officers  of  the  MSM  whose  terms 
will  continue  through  the  three-day 
conference  session  include:  presi¬ 
dent,  Miss  Sue  Hudson,  Magnolia, 
student  at  the  University  of  Arkan¬ 
sas;  vice  president,  Tommy  Meyer, 
Altus,  College  of  the  Ozarks;  sec¬ 
retary,  Miss  Pat  Allen,  El  Dorado, 
University  of  Arkansas;  treasurer, 
Miss  Carol  Kay  Williams,  Marked 
Tree,  Arkansas  State  College;  pub¬ 
licity  director,  Miss  June  Green, 
Springfield,  Mo.,  Philander  Smith; 
and  director  of  the  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Fund,  Joe  White,  Little  Rock, 
Little  Rock  Junior  College. 

The  Rev.  John  Hassler,  Little 
Rock,  director  of  youth  work  in  the 
Little  Rock  Conference,  is  dean;  and 
the  Rev.  Frank  Jones,  Fayetteville, 
minister  to  students  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Arkansas,  is  state  MSM  di¬ 
rector. 


when  the  fun  is  starting.  Of  course 
I  could  go  with  some  girls  my  age, 
but  I  like  the  girl  I’m  going  with 
because  of  her  lack  of  sophistication. 
She  isn’t  loud  and  bawdy.  She  is 
refined — too  many  of  the  girls  in 
my  grade  are  just  too  aggressive. 
If  they  could  just  hear  themselves 
and  see  themselves  perhaps  they’d 
realize  why  they  are  not  so  popular. 

This  does  not  apply  to  all  —  of 
course,  but  we  do  have  plenty  like 
this.  My  problem — is  it  all  right  for 
a  boy  to  go  out  with  a  girl  three 
years  younger?” 

It  depends  to  some  extent  on  how 
old  they  both  are!  If  the  boy  is  13 
and  the  girl  10,  that  is  one  thing. 
If  he  is  18  and  she  15,  it  may  be 
another.  And  so  on.  Actually  one 
cannot  give  a  categorical  answer 
and  say  yes  or  no  without  further 
facts.  But  what  youth  can  do  in 
facing  such  problems  is  to  get  the 
perspective  of  how  Christian  youth 
determines  the  basis  of  dating.  Let 
me  suggest  a  few  factors. 

Dating  is  based  on  attractiveness. 
One  does  not  have  to  be  Mr.  Uni¬ 
verse  or  Miss  America  to  be  an 
attractive  companion  on  a  date.  Out¬ 
side  of  blind  dates,  which  should  be 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Louisiana  Executive 
Committee 
Meets 


The  Woman’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Houma,  were  recently  the 
hosts  for  the  mid-year  meeting  of 
the  Conference  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Woman  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service. 

A  total  of  38  conference  and  dis¬ 
trict  officers,  led  by  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones,  Conference  president,  were 
entertained  for  the  two  day  meet¬ 
ing.  A  prayer  retreat  was  held  at 
the  beginning  of  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening,  conducted  by 
Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway,  host  pastor. 

A  coffee  was  held  on  Thursday 
morning,  at  ten  at  which  time  the 
ladies  of  the  local  society  were 
given  the  opportunity  to  meet  the 
officers. 


Week,  of  Prayer 
Observed 

Delhi 

The  Quiet  Day  Service  was  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Delhi  Woman’s  So- 
siety  of  Christian  Service  Novem- 
>er  6  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
b  L.  Jenkins,  spiritual  life  secre- 
ary.  Mrs.  James  Ware  was  organist 
ind  the  program  was  given  by 
Irs.  T.  J.  Wren,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Cook- 
ey,  Mrs.  Don  Wineinger,  Mrs.  M. 

Gay,  Mrs.  Neal  Gilly  and  Mrs. 
leese  Halley. 

During  the  noon  hour  Mrs.  J.  L. 
[night  was  in  charge  of  the  sacri- 
icial  luncheon.  The  purposes  of 
he  offering  were  explained  by 
Irs.  Elizabeth  Patterson,  Mrs. 
larry.  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Jamie 
ivent. 


led  in 
lissioir' 


Ringgold 

A  large  group  of  women  of  the 
hnggold  Methodist  Church  met  at 
jthe  home  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Roy 
Trant  and  Mrs.  Grant  on  October 
f*0  to  participate  in  the  week  of 
prayer  and  self  denial  for  the  mis¬ 
sion  projects  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
fothodist  Board  6f  Missions. 

Mrs.  C.  I.  Frye,  president  of  the 
local  society,  made  a  brief  talk  at 
beginning  of  the  meeting.  Mrs. 
R.  Weaver,  vice-president  of 
|he  local  society,  conducted  the 
meeting.  Mrs.  F.  B.  Gillon  led 
prayer. 

The  home  and  foreign  missior 
Projects  which  had  been  chosen  as 
[ecipients  of  the  1956  offering  were 
/folding  Institute  at  Laredo,  Texas 
Pnd  the  training  of  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  in  Burma,  the  Phillipines,  Sara- 
;ak  (British  North  Borneo)  and 
fomatra  (Indonesia).  The  ladies 
pfoo  presented  these  projects  were: 
|Mrs.  Floyd  Radzikowski,  Mrs.  E. 
t  Woodard,  Mrs.  Lockerman,  and 
rs-  G.  R.  Weayer.  The  pastor  l£d 
: e  group  in  an  impressive  medita- 
J°n  service,  being,  “The  Eternal 
questions  of  Christ”. 

The  program  closed  with  a  sub- 
[  antial  offering  and  prayer  of  de- 
pahon  by  Rev.  Grant. 

ollowing  the  program  the  group 
ln  Joyed  a  fellowship  luncheon, 


NOVEMBER  22,  1956 


MARY  MCSWAIN 
RETURNS  TO  BRAZIL 

Miss  Mary  McSwain  writes  that 
on  November  23  she  will  sail  from 
New  York  on  the  S.  S.  Brazil.  Re¬ 
appointment  to  the  People’s  Cen¬ 
tral  Institute  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
where  she  has  worked  many  years, 
makes  her  especially  happy. 


each  guest  having  brought  a  “cov¬ 
ered  dish”  for  the  occasion. 

A  special*:  guest  was  Mrs.  F.  A. 
McCarty  of  Coushatta. 


Wynne 

The  Wynne  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  on  November  5, 
reported  an  offering  of  more  than 
$200.00  given  during  the  Week  of 
Prayer  and  Self-Denial.  Programs 
observing  the  Week  were  given  at 
the  Sunday  evening  church  service 
hour  with  the  use  of  mediations  on 
the  theme,  The  Eternal  Questions 
of  Christ.  The  four  Circles  met  in 
homes  on  Monday,  October  29,  and 
the  two  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
units  met  for  evening  programs 
when  the  projects  for  the  Week  of 
Prayer  and  Self  Denial  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  Mrs.  Arthur  Weeden  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  two 
Guild  presidents  are:  Miss  Cora 
Catlett  and  Mrs.  Dewey  Williams. 

The  Guild  units  are  having  joint 
meetings  in  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber  for  the  Southeast  Asia  study 
with  more  than  sixty  members  in 
attendance.  Mrs.  Griffin  English,  a 
former  teacher  at  the  Navajo 
School  at  Farmington,  New  Mexico, 
directing  the  study;  and  Mrs. 
Weeden  has  had  charge  of  the 
study  for  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  Nov.  5,  with  an  attendance 
of  more  than  thirty  members. 

A.  feature  of  the  October  business 
meeting  was  the  presentation  of  an 
Adult  Life  membership  to  Mrs.  H. 
K.  Barwick,  Jr.  who  had  been  a 
member  for  more  than  forty  years. 
— Reporter 


Bald  Knob  Conducts 
Study  Class 

The  first  study  course  of  the  new 
year  in  the  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  “The  Church  In 
Southeast  Asia”,  proved  most  inter¬ 
esting  and  informative. 

The  leader,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hunnicutt, 
local  secretary  of  Promotion  and 
District  Secretary  of  Student  Work, 
with  the  aid  of  maps,  charts,  posters, 
and  supplementary  materials,  gave 
an  overall  picture  of  the  countries, 
following  the  litany  and  prayers, 
which  were  used  at  each  class  ses¬ 
sion. 

In  the  second  session,  Mrs.  Dewey 
Dark,  Mrs.  Doyle  Cothern  and  Mrs. 
Ed  Williams,  in  colorful  costumes, 
represented  Indonesia,  Thailand  an£ 
Burma  respectively,  and  brought  us 
the  story  of  their  home  land.  They 
told  of  the  location,  the  climate,  and 
the  educational,  social,  political,  and 
religious  background  of  their  people. 


Miss  E.  Louise  Nichols  To  Itinerate 
Little  Rock  Conference 

Miss  E.  Louise  Nichols,  Field 
Worker  for  the  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service,  will  be  Gene¬ 
rating  in  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence  from  November  26  to  Decem¬ 
ber  2.  Miss  Nichols  has  special  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  Wesleyan  Serv¬ 
ice  Guild;  and  is  a  deaconess  of  The 
Methodist  Church. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  National 
College  for  Christian  Workers, 
Kansas  City,  and  of  Wynters 
School  of  Dramatic  Art.  She  has 
held  a  number  of  responsible  posi¬ 
tions  having  done  group  work  at 
the  Philadelphia  Home  and  Settle¬ 
ment  and  at  Ethel  Harpst  Home  in 
Cedartown,  Georgia.  She  has  also 
served  as  church  secretary  at  North 
Broadway  Methodist  Church,  Col¬ 
umbus,  Ohio,  and  for  ten  years  as 
secretary  to  the  bishop  in  the  Ohio 
Area  office. 

In  the  summer  of  1955  she  at¬ 
tended  the  Ecumenical  Institute  in 
Bossey,  Switzerland,  and  while  in 
Europe  she  visited  Methodist  Centers  in  fourteen  countries.  She  taught 
the  course  Mission  Fields:  U.  S.  A.  at  the  North  Arkansas  School  of  Missions 
in  July,  1956. 

The  following  schedule  has  been  planned  by  Mrs.  Ross  Helvie,  Pine 
Bluff,  secretary  of  promotion: 

Monday,  November  26,  1:30  —  Emmet;  ^Sub-district  and  members; 

7:00  p.m.  —  Prescott;  Hope  District  Officers,  W.  S.  C.  S.,  W.  S.  G. 
Tuesday,  November  27,  7:30  p.m  —  Arkadelphia;  Arkadelphia  District 
Guilds  and  W.  S.  C.  S.  officers. 

Wednesday,  November  28,  7:00  p.m.  —  Hot  Springs,  First  Church;  Guilds 
W.  S.  C.  S.  officers 

Thursday,  November  29,  7:30  p.m.  —  Hot  Springs,  Haven  Church  (South¬ 
west  Conference) 

Friday,  November  30,  7:30  p.m.  —  Pine  Bluff,  Carr  Memorial;  Pine  Bluff 
District  Guilds  and  W.  S„  C.  S.  Executive  Committee 
Saturday,  December  1,  10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  —  Standing  Guild  Com¬ 
mittee  Workshop  Hotel  Camden,  Camden 
Sunday,  December  2,  2:00  p.m.  —  Stamps;  Camden  District  Guild 
Monday,  December  3,  7:30  p.m.  —  El  Dorado,  First  Church;  El  Dorado, 
Junction  City,  and  Smackover  Guilds  and  W.  S.  C.  S.  Officers 
Wednesday,  December  5,  6:30  p.m.  —  Warren;  Guilds  from  Warren,  Star 
City,  Fordyce,  Monticello  and  W.  S.  C.  S.  officers 
Thursday,  December  6,  7:30  p.m.  —  Lake  Village;  Guilds  from  Lake 
Village,  Eudora,  Dermott,  and  McGehee  and  W.  S.  C.  S.  officers 
Friday,  December  7,  7:30  p.m.  —  Little  Rock  First  Church;  Little  Rock 
District  and  Southwest  Conference  officers 


MISS  E.  LOUISE  NICHOLS 


In  spite  of  many  obstacles,  they  all 
expressed  the  belief  that  the  effect 
of  Christian  missions  could  be  seen 
in  the  growing  fellowship  among 
Christians  of  all  denominations. 

Mrs.  Winfred  Richards,  Mrs.  Doyle 
Ward,  ,  and  Mrs.  Bob  Wunnenberg, 
delegates  from  Taiwan,  Malaya,  and 
the  Philippines^  presented  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  'third  session.  They 
returned  from  their  visit  to  the 
countries  and  islands  of  Southeast 
Asia  with  a  deeper  understanding 
of  the  task  ahead,  if  these  people 
are  to  be  prepared  to  take  their 
place  among  the  people  of  the  world. 
The  delegates  brought  encouraging 
reports  of  the  interdenominational 
agencies  that  are  active  in  the  places 
they  visited. 

The  highlight  of  the  fourth  ses-i 
sion,  which  opened  with  a  covered 
dish  luncheon,  was  the  talk  given 
by  Mrs.  Norman  Ladd  of  Little 
Rock,  who  was  born  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  lived  there  until  she  was 
sixteen  years  of  age.  She  brought 
us  first  hand  information  of  life  in 
her  island  home.  She  sang  one  of 
her  favorite  songs  in  Tagalog  and 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

“The  UN  -  A  Good  Trustee”  was 
the  topic  of  the  devotion  given  by 
Mrs.  Eugene  McBride  at  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
the  Van  Buren  First  Methodist 
Church  November  6.  The  noon 
luncheon  was  served  by  Circle  3. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Wilson,  president,  presid¬ 
ed  at  the  business  meeting  when 
plans  were  made  for  a  week  of 
prayer  meetings  to  be  held  in  the 
homes  preceding  in  the  revival 
November  18  -  November  25. 


modeled  some  lovely  costumes. 

Following  Mrs.  Ladd’s  talk,  the 
leader  concluded  the  study  with  a 
brief  summary  and  a  plea  for  pray¬ 
erful  concern  for  the  “Unfinished 
Task”  in  Southeast  Asia. 

Noble,  La.,  Organizes 
Society 

On  October  21  at  ( the  home  of 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Julian,  Noble,  a  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  was 
organized  for  the  Noble  Methodist 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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What  One  Arkansas  City  Did  About 
Juvenile  Delinquency 

From  a  column  in  the  Siloam  Springs  Herald  and  Democrat 
"Chat  About"  written  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Elrod 

A  recent  request  from  an  out-of-town  paper  for  information  on 
Juvenile  Delinquency  in  Siloam  Springs,  has  brought  out  some  interesting 
information  from  research  on  the  subject. 

It  is  with  humility  and  considerable  pride  that  we  pass  it  on,  giving 
credit  to  all  agencies  responsible  for  the  fine  record.  In  the  first  place  we 
were  asked  how  much  property  damage  had  been  done  because  of  de¬ 
linquent  youth,  in  this  area.  When  we  asked  the  city  marshal,  Jim  Davis, 
he  said  he  thought  $200  would  cover  the  total  damage  done  and  most  of 


that  was  at  the  Dixie  Dairy.  The 
only  damage  at  the  school  was 
breaking  of  locks  and  the  things 
missing  were  trifles  found  in  the 
desks.  Other  acts  were  negligible  in 
an  age  of  vandalism  and  disregard 
for  authority. 

Now,  why  is  it  so  in  Siloam 
Springs.  To  be'gin  with,  the  present 
City  Council  has  done  more  for  the 
youth  than  any  organization  before 
or  since  delinquency.  They  ren¬ 
ovated  the  ball  grounds,  over  $1500, 
furnished  lights,  (about  $15  a  night) 
for  a  summer  program  of  junior 
baseball  and  paid  $100.00  on  the 
financial  program.  They  gave  $200 
to  the  teen-agers  for  their  rental  of 
the  Community  Building.  They  built 
a  beautiful  new  swimming  pool  and 
saw  that  about  35  children  not  able 
to  pay,  got  season  swimming  tickets. 
Lake  Frances,  the  largest  project, 
furnishes  recreation  for  all. 

Other  groups  are  cooperating  in 
building  additional  equipment  for 
recreation  at  the  swimming  pool 
center. 

The  teachers  and  ministers  and 
others  interested  formed  a  group  to 
worlri-toward  a  better  parent-child 
relationship.  Several  delinquents 
were  paroled  to  leaders  and  much 
time  in  guidance,  kindness  and  un¬ 
derstanding  was  given  in  this  cause. 

4fhe  Junior  Police  organization 
was  formed  to  help  the  attitude  of 
boys  at  an  age  when  they  are  easily 
influenced. 

Church  groups  are  working  hard¬ 
er  to  give  adequate  fun  nights  to 
youngsters  hunting  diversions  and 
entertainment. 

One  church  has  an  outstanding 
record  in  this  field.  The  Methodist 
church  bought  a  large  home  and 
turned  it  into  a  Youth  Center.  The 
young  people  have  had  fun  helping 
to  get  the  place  ready  for  the  job 
it  is  expected  to  do.  The  center, 
now  well  equipped,  is  thrown  open 
to  the  youth  of  the  city,  regardless 
of  church,  creed,  or  social  standing. 

The  sponsors  and  their  helpers  are 
merely  guides  to  the  young  people, 
who  are  making  a  success  of  this 
adventure  in  character  building. 
Tuesday  night  they  took  a  group  to 
the  political  meeting  at  the  Com¬ 
munity  Building.  After  the  meeting, 
they  returned  to  the  Center  and  dis¬ 
cussed  the  talks  made  by  candidates 
and  then  balloted.  This  is  demo¬ 
cracy  at  work  in  the  most  whole¬ 
some  way.  The  youngsters  know 
they  are  not  old  enough  to  vote 
but  find  fun  in  learning  how  it  is 
done. 

The  center  keeps  open  house  after 
high  school  games,  football  or  bas¬ 
ketball,  and  if  there  is  no  home 
game,  open  house  is  on  Saturday 
night.  Last  Friday  night  there  were 
about  100  present.  Refreshments  are 
served  by  various  committees  of 
the  youth  themselves. 

The  Jamisons  have  a  committee 
of  helpers  who  plan  activities  and 
report  seeing  results  of  their  efforts. 

Many  people  over  the  city  have 
contributed  their  money  to  help  in 
these  various  causes  and  to  all  who 
had  any  part,  congratulations'  for 


a  job  well  done.  Yes,  we  still  have 
delinquents,  but  the  good  influence 
seems  to  be  prevailing  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  a  grateful  thanks  should 
go  up  from  every  citizen. 

Every  group  in  the  line  of  scout 
work,  boys  and  girls,  is  slowly  but 
surely  building  its  foundation. 

THE  WELL  AND  THE 
WATER 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
imagination  shrinks  and,  instead  of 
becoming  more  and  more  aware  of 
the  life  of  the  world  aroun<jl  it,  it 
becomes  more  and  more  conscious 
of  its  own  life  and  its  own  needs. 

There  are  some  nations  in  the 
world  today  that  may  perish  or  be 
destroyed  because  they  have  too 
little.  Ours  is  a  different  danger. 
We  may  go  down  because  we  have 
so  much  that  we  will  become  too 
small. 

Always  and  Never 

You  never  miss  the  water  until 
the  well  runs  dry.  So  runs  the 
proverbial  wisdom.  But  there  are 
two  words  in  our  vocabulary  that 
a  wise  man  uses  only  with  the 
greatest  care,  “always”  and  “nev¬ 
er”.  There  are  very  few  things  that 
are  always  true,  and  there  are  still 
fewer  things  that  never  can  be 
true.  It  is  not  strictly  true  tq  say 
that  we  never  miss  the  water  un¬ 
til  the  well  runs  dry,  because 
sometimes  we  do.  Some  people  do 
appreciate  the  water  before  the 
well  runs  dry.  Some  people  are 
aware  and  sensitive  in  the  midst 
of  plenty.  Some  people  are  thank¬ 
ful  in  the  midst  of  prosperity,  -and 
some  people  do  appreciate  their 
families  and  their  friends  while 
they  are  still  in  their  immediate 
company. 

Thanksgiving  For  All  of  Life 

They  are  the  people  who  have 
made  it  almost  a  habit  to  give 
thanks;  to  think  of  the  water  when 
they  turn  it  on  and  silently  thank 
God  for  it;  to  think  of  the  food 
when  it  comes  on  the  table  and 
secretly  acknowledge  their  de¬ 
pendence  upon  it  and  their  good 
fortune  in  having  it.  Their  imagi¬ 
nations  begin  to  stretch  so  that 
while  they  are  enjoying  a  huge 
Thanksgiving  Day/dinner,  they  can 
think  of  the  people  in  other  lands 
who  seldom  get  a  square  meal,  and 
they  can  imagine  what  it  might  be 
like  to  be  hungry.  They  are  the 
people  who  go  to  church  on 
Thanksgiving  Day.  They  appreci¬ 
ate  the  fact  that  the  spirit  of  man 
must  be  trained,  just  as  his  body 
and,  that  if  they  do  not  set  specific 
times  to  stop  and  think  about  the 
serious  things  in  life,  these  things 
little  by  little  slip  away  and  are 
forgotten.  Their  families  may  grow 
up  in  prosperity,  with  more  than 
enough  food  with  two  or  three 
automobiles,  with  good  schools, 
and  with  every  fair  opportunity  to 
succeed.  But  the  cupboard  inside 
is  bare.  The  awareness,  the  sensi¬ 
tiveness,  the  imagination,  which 
are  the  qualities  of  greatness  in 


Christian  Education 

Special  Days 
In  The 

Church  School 

Dp  you  know  what  special  days 
aHd  occasions  should  be  observed 
in  your  church  school? 

They  are  listed  in  the  booklet, 
Methodist  Church  School  Superin¬ 
tendents,  and  are  as  follows: 

World  Service  Sunday  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  with 
an  offering  for  World  Service  and 
conference  benevolences  which  is  to 
be  sent  to  the  annual  conference 
treasurer. 

Church  School  Rally  Day  annual¬ 
ly  at  a  time  which  your  annual  con¬ 
ference  will  announce  with  an  of¬ 
fering  for  the  program  of  your  con¬ 
ference  board  of  education,  to  be 
sent  as  your  conference  will  direct. 
A  special  program  is  available  each 
year. 

National  Family  Week  annually 
from  the  first  to  second  Sunday  in 
May.  No  offering  is  expected.  Spe¬ 
cial  program  materials  are  available 
each  year. 

Children’s  Day  annually  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  National  Family 
Week  unless  otherwise  designated. 
No  church-wide  offering  is  required. 
Program  is  available  each  year  from 
Division  of  the  Local  Church. 

Christian  Education  Week  annual¬ 
ly  from  last  Sunday  in  September 
to  first  Sunday  in  October  without 
offering.  Program  is  available  each 
year  from  Division  of  the  Local 
Church. 

Promotion  Day  is  observed  an¬ 
nually  the  last  Sunday  in  the  church 
school  year. 

Information  concerning  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  special  days  and  occa¬ 
sions  may  be  had  from  Mrs.  Lilia 
Mills  Cunningham,  Department  of 
General  Church  School  Work,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


NORTH  VIETNAM 
COMMUNISTS  ORDER  FULL 
RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM 

Hong  Kong  (RNS)  —  The  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Ministers  in  Communist 
North  Vietnam  has  published  a  de¬ 
cree  ordering  full  freedom  of  re¬ 
ligion  throughout  the  country,  the 
Hanoi  Radio  reported.  It  said  the 
/  order  was  intended  to  correct  “a 
mistaken  policy  of  the  government 
in  the  past.” 

North  Vietnam  is  the  first  Asian 
Communist  nation  publicly  to  pro¬ 
claim  deviation  from  the  Moscow 
line.  It  also  is  the  first  to  admit 
the  existence  of  anti-religious  per¬ 
secution  within  its  boundaries. 

"  From  time  to  time,  the  Hanoi 
Radio  has  broadcast  statements 
claiming  that  all  religious  groups 
in  the  country  enjoyed  full  liberty, 
despite  reports  to  the  contrary. 
Most  of  the  North  Vietnamese  are 
Buddhists.  The  Christian  minority 
is  predominantly  Roman  Catholic. 
There  were  1,200,000  Catholics  in 
1953,  but  over  700,000  fled  to  the 
South  after  the  partitioning  of  the 
country. 

“Freedom  of  religion  must  be 
strictly  respected,”  v  the  new  order 


a  man,  have  been  left  to  lie  idle, 
until  they  are  limp  and  powerless. 
As  long  as  the  well  is  full,  they 
never  miss  the  water,  let  alone 
thank  God  for  it,  but  when  the 
well  runs  dry,  the  dryness  of  the 
well  is  exceeded  only  by  the  dry¬ 
ness  of  their  own  spirit. 


Saline  County 
Holds  Training 
School 


More  than  220  Methodist  leaders 
in  nine  Methodist  churches  in  Saline 
County  were  enrolled  in  the  Saline 
County  leadership  school -November 
4-6,  according  to  Dr.  Arthur  Terry 
Little  Rock  district  superintendent. 

The  following  churches  receive 
121  credits  as  a  result  of  the  school 
Benton  First  Church;  Park  View 
Benton;  New  Hope;  Congo;  jj) 
Carmel;  Saline;  Sardis;  Traskwood 
Ebenezer;  Bauxite  and  Bryant 

Five  courses  were  offered  durim 
the  school  and  sessions  were  heli 
at  the  Benton  First  Church. 

Rev.  J.  Ralph  Clayton,  pastor  o 
First  Church,  Benton,  was  the  schoo 
dean,  and  Rev.  Joe  R.  Phillips,  jr 
Park  View,  Benton,  served  as  sec. 
retary  and  treasurer. 


Christmas  Worship 
In  The  Home 

The  Christmas  worship  service  fo 
use  in  the  home  has  been  prepare! 
this  year  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hoove 
Rupert,  it  has  been  announced  bj 
Dr.  Edward  D.  Staples,  director  o 
the  Department  of  the  Christiai 
Family,  General  Board  of  Education 

Dr.  Rupert  is  pastor  of  First  Meth 
odist  Church,  Jackson,  Michigan.  H 
was  for  five  years  director  of  th 
Youth  Department  of  the  Genera 
Board. 

The  service  is  simple  and  ef 
fective.  It  opens  with  “Lighting  th 
Candle”  while  a  member  of  the  fam 
ily  reads: 


“We  light  this  candle  'because  i 
reminds  us  as  we  worship  thi 
Christmas  Day  that  the  birth  of  th 
Christ-Child  brought  the  light  o 
God  into  our  world,  and  it  calls  u 
to  help  in'  sharing  the  light  of  ou 
Christian  faith  in  our  part  of  God 
world.” 

In  “A  Message  to  Parents”  tha 
appears  on  the  back  cover  of  th 
folder,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rupert  write 

“Since  Christmas  is  a  family  da 
with  members  returning  home,  i 
becomes  a  unique  time  for  th 
Christian  family  to  emphasize  th 
religious  practice  of  worship  in  th 
home.  They  suggested  order  of  wot 
ship  can  be  followed  or  used  as 
basis  for  preparing  your  own  in 
dividual  worship  sequence.  If  the! 
are  children  in  the  home  each  on 
should  have  a  part  in  the  activ 
leadership  of  the  service,  by  light® 
the  candle,  reading  the  Scripts 
;  or  singing  the  carols.” 
f  On  the  front  cover  of  the  leaft 
is  a  four-color  reproduction  of  th 
Nativity  scene  by  Leslie  Benson. 

Order  Christmas  Worship  >n  ^ 
Home  from  the  Service  Departmcn 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tengj 
see.  Price,  30  cents  a  dozen,  $2 
a  hundred,  cash  with  order. 


declared.  It  specifically  direc 
that  the  “unjustified”  house  dej 
tion  or  “unlawful”  arrest  of  rels 
ous  personnel  be  abolished. 

According  to  the  "Hanoi  Rad 
property  confiscated  during 
land  reform  movement  “will  be 
stored  to  their  owners.”  Ho^ 
it  did  not  say  whether  this  me3 
applied  to  church-owned  Pr°P 
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formal  Opening  Held  For 

Baton  Rouge  District  Parsonage 


n  Open  House  was  held  at 

A  the  new  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsonage,  4044  South 
Ramsey  Drive,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  on  Thursday,  November 
j  Some  three  hundred  guests  call- 
I  j  during  the  hours  from  three  to 
nine  o’clock. 

A  Thanksgiving  Harvest  theme 
„as  chosen  for  the  occasion.  Ar¬ 
rangements  of  pink  and  lavender- 
ipjnk  chrysanthemums,  some  in¬ 
cluding  clusters  of  grapes,  were 
lused  through  the  entrance  hall,  liv- 
Jing  and  dining  rooms.  In  the  fami¬ 
ly  room  where  yellow  and  bronze 
I  chrysanthemums  predominat- 
|ed,  there  was>  a  worship  center  fea- 
Ituring  a  print  of  the  famous  paint¬ 
ing  “The  Angelus”,  a  cornucopia 
■filled  with  fruits  of  the  harvest, 
land  an  open  Bible. 

A  special  feature  of  the  gathering 
|was  the  surprise  recognition  paid 
|to  Mrs.  Sydney  J.  Fairchild,  the 
|representative  of  the  District  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  on 
Jthe  Parsonage  Committee,  who  has 
[been  responsible  for  the  furnish¬ 
ings  of  the  new  parsonage.  Mrs. 
| Glenn  R.  Nordyke,  President  of  the 
[Baton  Rouge  District  Woman’s  So- 
|ciety  of  Christian  Service,  made 
| the  presentation  from  the  District 
■Woman’s  Society  of  a  beautiful 
[brass  fireplace  set,  and  irons  and 
|screen,  for  the  new  parsongae  in 


honor  of  Mrs.  Fairchild  and  her 
many  years  of  service  to  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  and  its  District  Par¬ 
sonage.  Rev.  Edward  W.  Harris, 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  in  receiving  the 
gift  for  the  parsonage,  spoke  in  ap¬ 
preciation  of  Mrs.  Fairchild’s  uniques 
ministry  to  District  Parsonage! 
families  through  the  years.  Mrs. 
Fairchild  has  served  in  this  capa¬ 
city  on  the  District  Parsonage 
Committee  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  she  serv¬ 
ed  ten  years  as  District  Secretary 
of  the  Women’s  missionary  work 
for  the  district.  Following  her  serv¬ 
ice  as  District  Secretary,  she  be¬ 
came  Vice-President  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Woman’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  serving  eight 
years.  Mrs.  Fairchild,  a  member  of 
1st  Methodist  Church,  B.  R.,  has 
the  distinction  of  having  served 
twice  as  President  of  her  local 
woman’s  group,  once  as  President 
of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Socie¬ 
ty,  and  later  as  the  first  President 
of  the  newly  organized  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  ^Service  in 
1940.  She  has  served  continuously 
in  various  other  offices  of  the 
Woman’s  Society,  and  was  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  District  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  on  the  Building  Com- 


New"  McGehee  Church  Dedicated 


By  Methodist  Information 


Dedication  services  for  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Wesley  Methodist  Church, 
[MsGehee,  were  conducted  Nov.  18, 
[by  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Spore,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Monticello  District. 

Wesley  Church,  the  second 
|Methodist  congrgation  in  McGehee, 
[is  located  in  the  south  suburban 
[section  of  the  town,  and  has  pro¬ 
perty  now  valued  at  about  $6,000, 
[according  the  Rev.  Sammy  Farreji, 
|  pastor. . 

The  histpry  of  the  church  dates 


Rev.  Sammy  Farrell,  left,  and  T.  G.  Poss,  right,  stop 
[at  the  door  of  Wesley  Church  to  talk.  Rev.  Mr.  Farrell 
I  has  been  pastor  since  June,  and  Mr.  Poss  is  an  active 
Layman  at  McGehee’s  First  Church  who  has  helped  the 
|new  church  get  started. 


back  to  April  15,  when  first  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  in  the  Armory,  near 
the  present  church  plant.  In  July 
the  new  building,  a  20x40  white 
shingled  structure,  was  contructed. 
The  Little  Rock  Conference  Board 
of  Missions  paid  $1,000  on  the 
building  project,  and  the  church 
members  paid  the  rest  and  donated 
most  of  the  labor. 

The  sanctuary  was  erected  on 
property  given  by  Mrs.  Wylie  Mc¬ 
Gehee  and  Wylie  McGehee,  Jr.,  who 
live  in  the  Wesley 
Church  area. 

In  September,  a  re¬ 
vival  was  conducted  by 
Raymond  Vining,  Ver¬ 
non  Mosley,  J.  B.  Sel- 
man,  J.  T.  Henley,  and 
T.  G.  Poss,  all  lay 
speakers  from  McGe¬ 
hee’s  First  Methodist 
Church.  As  a  result, 
Wesley  now  has  29 
members  and  eight  or 
10  prospects,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Farrell  said.  He  said 
the  membership  includ¬ 
es  seven  by  profession 
of  faith,  one  from  an¬ 
other  denomination,  two 
transfers  from  another 
state,  and  19  from  the 
First  Methodist  Church. 

The  congregation  has 
moved  a  building  to  the 
church  site,  and  it  will 
be  remodeled  in  the 
near  future  and  connect¬ 
ed  to  the  sanctuary  to 
be  used  as  Sunday 
school  space. 

The  Rev.  M f.  Farrell, 
who  has  been  serving 
as  approved  supply  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wesley  since 
June,  is  a  successful 


From  left  to  right:  Miss  Stella  Murphey,  District  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Sydney  J.  Fair- 
child,  representative  of  Parsonage  Com.;  Mrs.  Glenn  R.  Nordyke,  President  of  District 
W.S.C.S. 


mittee  for  the  new  District  Par¬ 
sonage. 

Miss  Stella  Murphey,  who  has 
served  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
since  1932  as  Treasurer  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
greeted  guests  at  the  door  through¬ 
out  the  afternoon  along  with  Mr. 
E.  Frank  Fleming,  Jr.,  long-time 
trustee,  and  Mr.  Naman  Wood¬ 
land,  District  Lay  Leader. 

Music  was  played  throughout  the 
afternoon  and  evening  by  Miss  Bea 
Paine,  Miss  Barbara  Hiroms,  Miss 
Kay  and  Jan  Bethea,  and  Miss 
Eleanor  Fleming.  A  special  solo  of 
“Bless  This  House”  was  sung  by 
Mr.  Earl  Redding,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Redding.  The  party  closed 
with  a  prayer  fellowship  circle  a- 
round  the  new  hearth  and  fire¬ 
place. 

The  House"  Party  for  the  Open 
House  was  made  up  of  the  District 
Officials,  Trustees,  Parsonage  Com¬ 
mittee  members,  District  and  Con¬ 
ference  Officers  of  the  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  and 
the  Parsonettes  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District.  The  Planning  Committee 
in  charge  of  the  entertainment  in¬ 
cluded 'Mrs.  Sydney  J.  Fairchild, 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Glenn  R.  Nordyke, 
Mrs.  Fred  Schwendimann,  Mrs.  W. 
E.  Trice,  and  Mrs.  Edward  F. 
Harris. 


farmer  of  the  Chickasaw  Commu¬ 
nity,  three  miles  east  of  McGehee. 
He  serves  the  church  without  pay, 
and  continues  to  run  his  450  acre 
farm. 

At  the  time  of  his  appointment 
by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  at  the 
Little  Rock  Annual  Conference,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Farrell  was  already  wide¬ 
ly  known  in  and  around  McGehee 
for  his  lay  speaking.  For  the  past 
three  years  he  had  conducted  serv¬ 
ices  in  dozens  of  churches  when 
they  either  had  no  minister  or 
were  sharing  a  pastor  on  a  circuit. 
He  has  also  delivered  many  devo¬ 
tional  sermons  on  McGehee’s  radio 
station,  KVSA. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Farrell,  full  of  en- 
thusiam  and  plans  for  the  new 
church,  says  after  working  at  Wes¬ 
ley,  he  realizes  how  important  new 
churches  are  and  how  much  we 
need  more  smaller  churches  in  all 
denominations. 


PROTESTANTS  TO 
COORDINATE  HUNGARIAN 
RELIEF  EFFORTS 

Geneva  (RNS)  —  Coordination  of 
all  Protestant  relief  efforts  for  Hun¬ 
garian  refugees  was  decided  upon 
at  a  meeting  here  of  the  head¬ 
quarters  staffs  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  Lutheran  World 
Federation. 

Plans  were  mapped  for  a  three- 
way  relief  effort:  offering  immed¬ 
iate  aid  in  reception  centers,  find¬ 
ing  better  temporary  housing  for 
the  refugees  in  Austrian  hostels 
and  homes,  and  long-range  pro¬ 
gramming  for  their  welfare  and  re¬ 
settlement. 

World  Council  relief  workers  re¬ 
ported  that  James  Read,  United  Na¬ 
tions  Deputy  High  Commissioner, 
was  in  Vienna  conferring  with  vol¬ 
untary  relief  agencies  with  a  view 
to  coordinating  their  refugee  work 
with  that  being  done  by  the  Aus¬ 
trian  government.  The  latter  was 
praised  for  its  rapid  processing  of 
refugees  in  spite  of  “appalling  dif¬ 
ficulties.” 

The  World  Council  workers  add¬ 
ed  that  a  representative  of  the  In¬ 
ter-governmental  Committee  for 
European  Migration  also  had  offer¬ 
ed,  if  necessary,  to  provide  a  large 
staff  for  transporting  refugees  and 
resettling  them  in  cooperation  with 
European  governments. 

A  report  from  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Austrian  staff  told  of  much 
confusion  among  the  refugees, 
many  of  whom  were  still  waiting 
for  other  family  members  to  cross 
the  border.  Others,  the  report  said, 
were  still  hoping  to  return  to  their 
own  homes  in  Hungary. 


SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS 
LAUNCH  NEW  CHURCH 
FINANCING  PLAN 

Jackson,  Miss.  (RNS)  —  A  pilot 
project  in  church  financing  con¬ 
ducted  in  nine  Southern  Baptist 
congregations  here  resulted  in  a 
total  1957  budget  increase  of 
$368,712  among  the  participating 
churches. 

Officials  said  this  was  a  41  per 
cent  increase  over  the  churches’ 
1956  budgets. 

The  program,  completed  by 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  earlier 
this  year,  was  described  as  some¬ 
thing  new  in  the  financial  life  of 
the  denomination. 
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Protestants  Urged  to  Pray  For  Peace 


Protestants  across  the  nation  joined  Sunday  in  special  prayers  for 
“peace  with  justice  and  freedom”  in  face  of  the  mounting  international 
crisis  in  the  Middle  East  and  Eastern  Europe. 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  issued  the  call  for  special  intercession  to  the  ministers  and 
people  of  the  144,000  Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches  of  the  organization’s 
30  constituent  members. 

Simultaneously  it  was  announced  by  Church  World  Service,  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  international  refugee  relief  agency,  that  it  has  made  available  $10,000 


for  food,  medicine  and  other  relief 
supplies  to  Hungarian  crisis  victims 
for  distribution  by  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  the  International 
Red  Cross.  The  latter  agency  is  the 
only  one  able  to  operate  at  present 
within  the  Hungarian  borders. 

It  said  similar  ways  to  provide 
aid  to  the  war-stricken  peoples  of 
Israel  and  Egypt  are  also  being  ex¬ 
plored.  Church  World  Service  had 
announced  earlier  that  all  its  execu¬ 
tives  in  the  Middle  East  will  remain 
at  their  posts  as  long  as  possible. 

Additional  supplies  for  Hungarian 
refugees  were  rushed  by  air  from 
New  York;  they  include  a  special 
shipment  of  1,000,000  vitamin  pills, 
10,000  penicillin  capsules,  and  crates 
of  surgical  sutures.  A  heavy  ship¬ 
ment  of  clothing  is  also  en  route  by 
sea. 

Meanwhile  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  announced  it  is  working 
closely  with  Hilfswerk,  the  Hun¬ 
garian  Protestant  inter-church  aid 
agency,  to  provide  aid  to  victims  of 
the  Hungarian  revolt  who  have  es¬ 
caped  across  the  border  into  Austria. 
Reports  received  at  World  Council 
Headquarters  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  said  Hilfswerk  officials  have 
been  stationed  at  the  Austrian- 
Hungarian  border  since  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  revolution  to  provide 
food,  clothing  and  medical  aid  to 
refugees. 

Dr.  Blake,  in  his  call  to  prayer, 
urged  U.  S.  Christians  to  “humbly 
recognize  that  each  of  us  and  our 
government  must  share  a  sense  of 
responsibility  in  and  for  the  crisis 
in  the  world  of  nations.  Let  us  con¬ 
fess  honestly  our  sins  of  omission 
and  commission,”  he  said.  “Let  us 
ask  in  penitence  for  the  forgiveness 
of  God  that  His  saving  health  may 
be  upon  us  and  all  nations.” 

Calls  For 
Reaffirmation 
Freedom  Declaration 


Methodists  Join 
In  Emergency 
Relief  For  Hungary 

Emergency  relief  in  the  amount 
of  $2,000  for  victims  of  the  purge 
in  Hungary  is  being  made  available 
by  the  Methodist  Committee  for 
Overseas  Relief,  according  to  Miss 
Lena  Knapp,  treasurer. 

Half  of  the  money  will  be  sent 
through  Methodist  channels,  with 
$1000  going  for  interdenominational 
relief  efforts.  Bishop  Ferdinand 
Sigg,  Geneva  area,  will  administer 
the  aid  for  Methodists.  The  inter¬ 
denominational  funds  are  part  of  a 
$5000  sum  being  distributed  by 
Church  World  Service. 

Miss  Knapp  said  that  Bishop  Sigg 
was  trying  to  find  a  way  to  get 
help  across  the  Hungarian  border. 
In  the  meantime,  thousands  of 
refugees  in  desperate  circumstances 
are  escaping  into  Austria.  They  need 
food,  clothing,  and  shelter,  as  well 
as  medical  aid  in  some  cases. 

Methodists  who  wish  to  contribute 
to  the  fund  for  Hungarian  relief  may 
send  money  directly  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  for  Overseas  Re¬ 
lief,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
11,  New  York. 


cern  that  the  Hungarian  people  be 
given  freedom  to  determine  their 
own  destiny  as  a  nation,”  he  said. 
“We  further  ask  that  you  join  in 
our  prayers  that  the  world  will  find 
sure  ways  to  a  just  settlement  in 
the  Middle  East,  without  further 
violence  and  bloodshed.” 

The  message  from  Dr.  Blake  was 
addressed  to  His  Eminence  Metro¬ 
politan  Nicolai,  who  serves  as  sec¬ 
retary  for  foreign  affairs  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  in  the 
U.S.S.R. 


New  York,  Nov.  7 — The  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
who  headed  a  deputation  of  Amer¬ 
ican  churchmen  to  Moscow  last 
spring,  today  urged  the  churches  in 
the  Soviet  Union  “to  join  us  in  re¬ 
affirming  by  word  and  deed  our 
common  declaration  that  faith,  free¬ 
dom  and  justice  are  the  most  es¬ 
sential  prerequisites  for  durable 
peace.” 

“We  are  seeking  through  our 
prayers  and  material  aid  to  help  our 
friends  caught  in  conflict  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  the  Middle  East  and  other 
areas  of  the  present  disorder,”  de¬ 
clared  the  Council  president,  Dr. 
Eugene  Carson  Blake,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  a  cable  to  Moscow. 

“We  urge  you  to  join  us  in  sup¬ 
plication  to  Almighty  God  for  all 
who  suffer  and  hope  that  you  will 
join  us  in  sending  material  aid  to 
the  several  victims  of  the  present 
conflicts,”  said  Dr.  Blake’s  message. 

“We  hope  your  churches,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  your  expressed  de¬ 
votion  to  peace  and  justice,  will 
work  for  the  avoidance  of  further 
bloodshed  and  oppression  and  that 
you  can  represent  to  the  authorities 
of  your  nation  your  Christian  con- 


Dr.  Blake  headed  a  nine-member 
deputation  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  that  visited  the  Soviet 
Union  last  March  for  formal  conver¬ 
sations  with  Christian  leaders.  The 
Council  subsequently  played  host 
to  an  eight-member  deputation  of 
Russian  Christian  leaders,  headed 
by  Metropolitan  Nicolai,  who  visited 
this  country  last  June.  At  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  two-way  visit  the 
Russians  agreed  to  a  communique 
summarizing  the  conversations  and 
subscribing  to  peace  with  justice  in 
the  world. 


GOWNS 

• Pulpit  and  Choir  • 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


REPORT  FOR  OCTOBER,  1956 


We  want  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  groups  and  partici¬ 
pants  listed  below  who  have  render¬ 
ed  a  service  or  presented  gifts  to  the 
Home  during  the  month  Of  October, 
1956. 

Janet  Boyd,  Paragould — clothing 
Beech  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Rev. 
Charles  P.  Reed,  pastor — food  and  cloth¬ 
ing 

Mr.  W.  J.  Smith — tickets  for  “Stars  of  the 
Louisiana  Hayride" 

The  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Co..  North  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock — tickets  for  “Stars  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Hayride”  « 

Mr.  J.  Vance  Clayton,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  “The  Stars  of  the  Louisiana  Hayride” 
Mrs.  Mark  Townsend,  Stuttgart — clothing 
Mrs.  Henry  Anthony,  Alice-Sidney  Farms, 
Lake  Village — clothing 
Dr.  David  B.  Cheairs,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  “The  Stars  of  the  Louisiana  Hayride” 
Cordell’s  Exclusive  Fine  Foods— cookies 
and  tickets  for  “Ozark  Jubilee” 

Mr.  Bruce  R.  Anderson,  Little  Rock,  tick¬ 
ets  for  the  "Ozark  Jubilee” 

Drs.  Alstadt,  Casey  &  Golden,  Little  Rock 


— tickets  for  “The  Ozark  Jubilee” 

Big  Rock  Stone  and  Material  Co.,  Little 
Rock-tickets  for  “The  Ozark  Jubilee1’ 
Oak  Grove  and  Sulphur  Rock  Churches, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Stewart,  pastor — canned  goods 
and  produce 

Republican  Headquarters — cakes 
Mr.  Chas.  R.  Baber,  Veterans  Administa- 
tion  Hospital,  North  Little  Rock— candy 
Borden  Company — tickets  for  “The  Ozark 
Jubilee” 

Daniel  Variety  Store,  Little  Rock — tickets 
for  “The  Ozark  Jubilee”  and  “Stars  of 
the  Louisiana  Hayride” 

Sears,  Roebuck  and  Co.,  Little  Rock — shoes 
Mrs.  Robert  LaGrone,  Hope — clothing 
Taylor  Sales  Co.,  Little  Rock — tickets  for 
"The  Ozark  Jubilee” 

Dr.  Thermon  B.  Smith,  1122  W.  Capitol— 
tickets  for  the  Shrine  Circus 
St.  Luke’s  Church,  El  Dorado  —  canned 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 
Hawkins  Machinery  Company 
1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Phone  FR  5-8500 _ 


SEARCHING  FOR  THE  IDEAL  GIFTS 
GIVE 

TO  GOD  ALONE,  a  historical  novel  of  Bible  times  by  Rev.  Minns 
S.  Robertson,  one  of  our  Area  pastors,  who  has  written  an  outstand¬ 
ing  story,  portraying  vividly  the  background  in  which  Jesus  grew 
up,  a  fanatical  devotion  ‘To  God  Alone.” 

They  say:  . 

“A  new  dimension  to  our  mmd  picture  of  the  pre-Christian  era — Many 
powerful  scenes — A  book  you’ll  want  to  own — will  be  happy  for  your  teen¬ 
agers  to  read.”  —  Mrs.  Weldon  Lynch,  Reviewer,  Oakdale,  La. 

“Truly  a  wonderful  book,”  Rev.  Charles  Barbat,  Baptist  Minister, 
Bunkie,  Louisiana 

“The  reader  takes  up  the  cry,  ‘To  God  alone’,”  Henry  Oden,  Reviewer, 

The  TOWN  TALK,  Alexandria,  La. 

“I  shall  recommend  it  to  all  my  friends,”  Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  Housewife, 
Farmerville,  La. 

TO  GOD  ALONE  is  available  at  $3.00  through  your  local 
bookstore  or  through  the  publisher,  College  Publishing  Co., 
Box  1012,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida.  Order  autographed  copies 
from  the  author,  Minns  S.  Robertson  at  Marksville,  Louisiana. 


Instead  of 

FREEDOM 

Ballots 

FOR  HUNGARY 

There  Were 

Bullets  .  .  . 

Many  in  Hungary  have  died  in 
freedom's  fight . . ,  those  who  still 
live  with  the  ideal  need  help . 

America's  hands  may  be  tied  politically,  but  as  Christians  we  must 
aid  those  who  "in  the  struggle  for  freedom  suffer  pain  and  trial." 
Methodists  may  send  Help-for-Hungary  Dollars  through 


The  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief 
150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
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METHODIST  CHILDREN’S 
HOME  REPORT 

(Continued  from  page  14) 

goods 

Beech  Grove  M.  Y.  F.— clothing 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Blucker,  Little  Rock — sweaters 
Mrs.  Shy  Anderson,  Eudora— clothing 
Schmand  Candy  Co.,  Little  Rock — candy 
Louis  Schneider’s  Candies,  Little  Rock — 
candy 

MONETARY  GIFTS 


Yancey  S.  S.  Class, 

Marianna  Methodist  Church  . $  10.00 

North  Arkansas  Conference  .  287.46 

Marion  Methodist  Church  .  15.65 

Friendship  Class,  Mena  Meth.  Ch .  10.00 

Men’s  Bible  Class, 

Nashville  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

The  Dorcas  S.  S.  Class, 

Gurdon  Methodist  Church  .  60.00 

Lexa  Telfree  Bible  Class, 

Fordyce  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

The  Young  Adult  Class, 

Rector  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 

The  Harmony  Class, 

Little  Rock  First  Methodist  Ch .  10.00 

Mrs.  Esther  Crain,  Springfield  .  10.00 

Jett  B.  Graves  S.  S.  Class, 

Hope  First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Junior  High  Department  of  First 

Methodist  Church,  Hope  .  20.00 

Miss  Rema  Hutchinson, 

Camden  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Alvarez, 

Greenwood  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Perryville  Methodist  Church  .  20.00 

Cabot  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S .  10.00 

Miss  Lenna  Webb, 

Independence,  Kansas  .  15.00 

Rebecca  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  Vantrease  Meth.  Ch .  5.00 

Dr.  Joe  W.  Ledbetter,  Jonesboro  ....  100.00 
Almyra  Methodist  W.  S.  C.  S .  10.00 


Mrs.  Lennie  A.  Cavener,  Little  Rock  15.00 
Frost  Bible  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Methodist  Church  10. Ob,, 
Fellowship  Class, 


Henderson  Methodist  Ch.,  L.  R .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Beasley, 

Fort  Smith  .  5.00 

Open  Door  Class,  El  Dorado 

First  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Anonymous  , .  10.00 

Susannah  Wesley  Class, 

Texarkana  First  Methodist  Ch .  5.00 

Hanks-Wesley  S.  S.  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Service  Class,  El  Dorado 

First— Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Builders  Class,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock  .  10.00 

Little  Rock  Conference  .  336.70 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Prairie  Grove  Methodist  Church  ...  10.00 
The  Esthers  Class,  Siloam 

Springs  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Class  of  the  Open  Door, 

Sheridan  Methodist  Church  .  5.00 

Progressive  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Meth.  Church  ....  10.00 
Harmony  Methodist  Church, 

Rondo  Ct.,  Hope  District  .  6.04 

Willing  Workers  Class, 

Central  Methodist  Church,  Rogers  10.00 
Mr.  W.  H.  Sturgis,  Texarkana 

First  Methodist  Church  .  50.00 

Mr.  L.  E.  Salisbury,  Blevins  .  5.00 

Gillett  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Young  Adult  Class,  N.  Little  Rock 
Washington  Ave.  Meth.  Church  ....  5.00 

Irene  Hunt  S.  S.  Class,  St.  Paul 

Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Smith  .  10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Trice, 

Brinkley  Methodist  Church  .  30.00 

Mrs.  Esther  Crain,  Springfield  .  5.00 

Truth  Seekers  Class, 

Helena  First  Methodist  Church  ....  10.00 
Rose  Couples  Class, 

Camden  First  Methodist  Church  ...  20.00 
Wesley-Berean  S.  S.  Class, 

El  Dorado  First  Meth.  Church  8.00 
Central  Arkansas  Rainbow 

DeMolay,  Little  Rock  .  50.00 

Builders  Class,  First 

Methodist  Church,  Brinkley  .  30.00 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Perryville  Methodist  Church  .  10.00 

Miscellaneous  collections  .  772.70 

Memorials  for  October  .  272.50 


CONNOR  MOREHEAd! 
Superintendent 


THE  YOUTHFUL  ACCENT 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
avoided  as  a  rule,  one  is  hardly 
likely  to  date  someone  whom  he 
thinks  not  attractive.  If  others  think 
her  attractive,  that  helps.  But  it 
isn’t  necessary. 

Mutual  interests  is  an  important 
factor  in  dating  that  produces  divi¬ 
dends  of  enjoyment.  If  you  date 
someone  who  lives  in  another  world 
of  interests  than  yours,  you  soon 
will  have  exhausted  all  possibilities 
of  conversation  and  both  will  likely 
be  bored.  If  one  is  an  Elvis  Pressley 
fan  and  the  other  finds  him  impos¬ 
sible  then  you  have  the  makings  for 
a  dull  date.  So,  common  school  ex¬ 
periences,  nearness  in  age  range, 
common  church  affiliations,  living 
in  the  same  or  nearby  towns,  all 
are  important.  And  as  my  question¬ 
er  indicated,  a  common  degree  of 
sophistication — much  or  little — is 
helpful. 

Enjoyment  of  each  other’s  com¬ 
pany  is  important  for  happy  and 
successful  dating.  If  you  do  not  feel 
at  ease  in  the  company  of  your  date 
the  evening  or  afternoon  will  hard¬ 
ly  be  of  much  enjoyment  for  you  or 
your  date.  If  he  is  either  too  young 
or  too  old,  you  may  find  it  difficult 
to  feel  anything  but  the  tension  of 
fearing  you  may  say  or  do  the  wrong 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
TEACHERS! 

Here  is  the  annual  Sunday 
School  lesson  commentary  you 
have  wanted. 

ROZELL  AND  COMPANY 

\ 

1957  (Tenth  annual  volume) 

A  wonderful  time-saver  for  the 
busy  teacher — a  complete  lesson 
for  the  inexperienced  teacher. 
Lessons  written  out  word  for 
word  within  the  framework  of 
a  careful  outline,  with  full  di¬ 
rections  for  teaching  methods 
and  procedure.  Gripping  intro¬ 
ductions,  memorable  conclusions, 
grand  illustrations,  practical  ap¬ 
plications,  splendid  carryover 
activities. 

Your  money  cheerfully  refunded 
if  not  satisfied. 

Not  Offered  Through  Book 
Stores 

Order  Direct  From 

ROZELL’S 

COMPLETE  LESSONS 
Box  112,  Owensboro,  Kentucky 
$2.75  per  copy,  postpaid 


•  organ,  piano,  other 

equipment  or  cash? 


PI-  I.  the  easiest, 

for  your  church.  *°  earn  *“«*«»  equipmS,, 

£•».  P«no,  o7i,y  2Tr  « »  Condor! 

,*  *  Pl»a  for  you.  You’lTC  '**urch  equipment— C-E-Z 
fo°8s  through  the  sale  h.ow  e*«y  you  can 

It’s  easy  because  ewJY0  UOO<“<7  n«wC-S-Z 
—Easy  because  C-E-Z  will  hlh?^0™*  n*e‘l*  bulbj 

publicize  the  progtaa0**  *****  p,*»  — 

OPOt  FULL  OR  PART 
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thing  and  thus  alienate  him  further. 

Good  terminal  facilities  are  im¬ 
portant.  That  means  getting  home 
at  a  reasonable  hour.  Wise  parents 
insist  on  youth  getting  in  early 
enough  to  get  sufficient  sleep  for 
the  tasks  of  the  next  day.  Wise 
youth  realize  that  parents  are  not 
old  fogeys  because  they  too  have 
some  suggested  standards  for  dating. 


TELEPHONE  SPIRITUAL 
COUNSEL  AIDS  THE 
DESPAIRING’ 

Berlin  (RNS)  —  Clergymen  and 
physicians  have  joined  here  to  aid 
the  “despairing”  by  offering  spiri¬ 
tual  counsel  and  comfort  over  the 
telephone. 


The  service  is  sponsored  by  the 
Order  of  St.  Luke,  an  international 
Protestant  Episcopal  group  which 
promotes  cooperation  among  pas¬ 
tors,  doctors  and  psychiatrists  in 
aiding  the  sick. 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke,  founded 
in  England  in  1947,  has  1,400  mem¬ 
bers  in  more  than  50  countries,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  States.  It  pub¬ 
lishes  a  monthly,  “Sharing.” 


New erf  eolorfast 
available.  Write 
Catalog  A66. 


.  R.  MOO 

Ocean  Springs, 
Mississippi 


For  a  penny... electricity 
lights  a  night  lamp 

for  a  week 


There’s  power  in  pennies  on  other  jobs  elec¬ 
tricity  can  do,  too — like  washing,  cooking, 
cleaning,  shaving. 

Yon  can’t  find  a  bigger  bargain  than  elec¬ 
tricity.  And  keeping  it  a  bargain  is  the  con¬ 
stant  aim  of  the  men  and  women  of  your 
electric  company. 


POWER 


LIGHT 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Bib?e0nLebstont  fo"r  1?.und‘!y  8cho0'  Lesson*;  the  International 

5?/.°  •  ssons  *or  Christian  Teaching, M  copyrighted  1951  bv  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education*  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  2,  1956 

LET  NOT  YOUR  HEART  BE  TROUBLED 

READ  13th  AND  14th  CHAPTERS  OF  JOHN. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled;  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  Me. 

— John  14:1 


One  of  the  best  loved  passages 
in  the  Bible  and  one  which  has 
brought  comfort  and  courage  to 
numberless  people,  across  the  cen¬ 
turies  of  the  Christian  era,  is  our 
lesson  text  for  today.  This  is  our 
9th  lesson  on  “Great  Passages  Of 
The  Bible.”  Our  lesson  today  con¬ 
tains  the  opening  verses  of  a  great 
discourse  Jesus  delivered  to  His 
disciples  just  after  instituting  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
this  last  night  before  his  crucifix¬ 
ion.  It  was  followed  by  two  other 
discourses  the  same  night  which 
are  found  in  chapters  15  and  lffc. 
The  17th  chapter  contains  the  great 
prayer  Jesus  prayed  for  His  dis¬ 
ciples,  who  were  about  Him,  and 
for  future  followers  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  After  the  prayer  Jesus, 
with  His  disciples,  started  for  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane. 

The  words  of  Jesus  m  today’s 
lesson  were  spoken  to  the  apostles 
at  Ihe  time  He  was  observing  the 
Feast  of  the  Passover  with  them. 
It  was  at  this  time  also  that  Jesus 
instituted  the  Sacrament  of  the 
'  Lord’s  Supoer.  It  all  happened  .the 
evening  before  He  was  to  be  cruci¬ 
fied  the  next  day. 

Jesus  had  a  special  reason  for 
speaking  the  words  of  our  lesson 
text  to  the  apostles  at  this  time.  It 
is  true  that  practically  all  of  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  seemed  to  be 
prompted  by  some  particular  situa¬ 
tion  He  faced.  While  the  words  of 
Jesus  were  always  timely,  they 
were  also  timeless.  The  beautiful 
words  Jesus  spoke  to  the  apostles, 
in  our  lesson  text,  were  timely  since 
they  were  intended  to  help  them 
meet  one  of  the  greatest  testing 
times  of  their  lives.  These  words 
were  also  timeless  and  have  bless¬ 
ed  the  lives  of  God’s  children  across 
the  centuries  and  will  continue  to 
bring  blessings  to  Christian  people 
to  the  end  of  time. 

Our  Lord  knew  that  He  was  go¬ 
ing  away  and  He  knew  that,  in  His 
absence,  the  apostles  would  be 
lonely.  He  knew  also  that,  in  the 
character  of  lives  they  were  to  live 
as  His  disciples,  they  were  largely 
to  be  homeless. 

Why  The  Disciples  Were  Troubled 

Jesus  Knew  how  deeply  troubled 
the  hearts  of  His  disciples  were  on 
this  fateful  night.  Hence  the  words, 
“Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled.” 
There  were  numerous  reasons  for 
the  disturbed  feelings  in  the  hearts 
of  the  apostles  that  night. 

(1)  They  knew  that,  in  coming 
to  Jerusalem  at  this  time,  Jesus  had 
walked  into  the  very  center  of  the 
gathering  storm  of  hatred,  jealousy, 
envy  and  'fmirder  which,  like  a  con¬ 
suming  fire,  raged  in  the  hearts 
of  Hi>  enemies  there.  They  sensed 
the  tension  in  the  situation  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  must  have  felt  that  the 
storm  would  soon  break  in  all  its 


fury. 

(2)  They  must  have  been  troubl¬ 
ed  in  heart  when  Jesus  seemed  to 
be  Sitting  aside,  for  all  time,  the 
traditional  Feast  of  the  Passover 
and  was  setting  up  in  its  place  a 
new  sacrament  commemorating  His 
death. 

(3)  They  were  deeply  troubled 
because  Jesus  was  saying  to  them 
that  He  was  soon  to  die.  Such  a 
statement  was  an  unexpected  sur- 

/  prise. 

(4)  They  were  troubled  because 
m  His  death  they  were  not  only  to 
lose  a  dear  friend  and  leader,  they 
thought  they  were  also  losing  the 
Messiah,  the  One  who  was  to  re¬ 
store  the  kingdom  of  David. 

(5)  They  were  troubled  because 
Jesus  had«  said  to  them  that  one 
of  them  wls  to  betray  Him  into  the 
hands  of  His  enemies.  Jesus  had 
also  told  Peter  that  he  was  to  deny 
Him  three  times  before  daybreak. 
He  indicated  also,  a  little  later,  that 
all  of  them  were  to  forsake  Him 
at  the  testing  time. 

(6)  They  were  troubled  because 
there  was  being  revealed  to  them 
that  evening  something  of  their 
moral  weakness.  They  thought  also 
that  they  saw,  in  the  words  of 
Jesus  about  His  death,  a  confession 
of  defeat  for  Himself  and  His  plans. 

hey  had  left  all  to  follow  Him, 
believing  Him  to  be  the  Messiah. 
Now  they  all,  Jesus  included, 
seemed  to  have  run  into  a  dead  end 
of  all  their  hopes  and  plans. 

I,t  is  little  wonder  thsrt,  in  such 
a  dark  hour,  Jesus  spoke  words  to 
the  disciples  so  full  of  meaning 
that  they  have  stirred  the  hearts 
of  the  people  of  the  earth  across 
twenty  centuries  as  He  said:  “Let 
not  your  herats  be  troubled.” 

Questions  Asked  and  Answered 

In  the  closing  verses  of  the  13th 
chapter  of  John,  just  preceding  our 
lesson  text  in  chapter  14,  Jesus 
*  was  talking  to  His  disciples  about 
His  going  away  where  they  could 
not  follow  Him  now.  In  view  of 
these  words  of  Jesus,  Peter  said 
to  Him,  “Lord,  whither  goest  thou?” 
In  connection  with  this  question 
Peter  made  his  declaration  of  will¬ 
ingness  to  follow  Jesus  anywhere, 
even  to  death.  It  was  here  that 
Jesus  told  Peter  that  he  was  to 
deny  Him.  Nevertheless,  Jesus  did 
not  stop  there.  He  answered  Peter’s 
question  in  the  second  verse  of  our 
lesson  text,  when  He  said,  “In  my 
Father’s  house  are  many  mansions 
. .  .1  GO  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you.” 

As  Jesus  continued  to  talk  of  His 
going  away,  He  said  in  our  lesson 
text,  verse  4,  “Whither  I  go  ye 
know,  and  the  way  ye  know.”  It 
was  then  that  Thomas,  another  of 
the  apostles  said,  “We  know  not 
whither  thou  roe^t.”  He  then  asked 
Jesus  a  very  definite  question,  “How 


can  we  know  the  way?*’  Jesus  im¬ 
mediately  answered  his  question  by 
saying,  “I  am  the  way.”  “No  man 
cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me.” 
We  feel  that  it  is  very  significant 
that  Jesus  also  said,  on  another  oc¬ 
casion,  John  6:44,  “No  man  can 
come  to  me,  except  the  Father 
which  hath  sent  me  draw  him.” 
These  two ’^Statements,  taken  to¬ 
gether,  seem  to  say  that  only  the 
Father  can  draw  us  to  Christ  and 
only  Christ  can  lead  us  to  the 
Father.” 

It  was  Philip,  in  today’s  lesson, 
who  asked  Jesus  to  show  to  them 
the  Father.  The  answer  of  Jesus 
was,  “He  that  hath  seen  me  hath 
seen  the  Father.”  He  chided  Philip 
and  the  rest  for  having  been  with 
Him  so  long  without  discovering  His 
true  relationship  with  God.  It  is 
possible  now,  as  then,  to  have  com¬ 
panionship  without  fellowship.  We 
may  see  without  comprehending. 

Jesus  Reassures  The  Apostles 

Troubled  as  the  apostles  were  in 
this  crisis  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  they 
must  have  felt  a  sense  of  reas¬ 
surance  and  even  a  sense  of  securi¬ 
ty  at  some  of  the  great  pronounce¬ 
ments  Jesus  made  in  today’s  les¬ 
son.  Jesus  was  not  content  to  simp- 
*  ly  say  to  the  apostles,  do  not  be 
troubled,  stop  worrying.  He  gave 
them  very  definite  reasons  why 
they,  and  we,  should  not  be  too 
much  disturbed  by  life’s  problems. 

Jesus  reminds  the  disciples  that 
they  believe  in  God  —  Jehovah,  as 
had  their  fathers  for  the  centuries 
past.  He  now  asked  them  to  believe 
also  in  Him,  Jesus  declares  that 
the  Father  has  many  abiding  places 
for  His  children  in  the  next  world. 
Jesus  assures  the  disciples  that  He 
is  going  to  prepare  a  place  for  them. 
He  promises  them  also  that  He  will 
“come  again”  and  receive  them  unto 
Himself.  If  that  promise  was  ful¬ 
filled  for  those  to  whom  Jesus  was 
talking,  it  must  have  come  when 
they  passed  from  this  life  into  the 
great  beyond.  If  the  apostles  really 
believed  what  Jesus  was  saying  to 
them,  it  was  a  justifiable  reason  for 
them  to  quit  worrying  about  the 
future.  If  we  believe  these  words 
of  the  Master,  we  too  should  feel  a 
sense  of  security  the  earth  cannot 
give  or  destroy. 

What  Do  We  mean  By  Security? 

We  sometimes  get  a  mistaken  no¬ 
tion  about  what  security  means  in 
our  relation  to  God.  There  are 
those  who  seem  to  think  that  per¬ 
sonal  security,  as  a  Christian,  means 
that  God  stands  close  to  us  as  a 
kind  of  divine  bodyguard  to  ward 
off  and  protect  us  from  all  of  the 
ills  of  life,  as  experiences  in  sick¬ 
ness,  suffering,  poverty,  persecu¬ 
tion,  etc.  Such  a  viewpoint  of  re¬ 
ligious  security  has  left  many  bad¬ 
ly  confused  in  their  Christian  lives. 

(1)  Moses  had  fled  from  Egypt 
in  fear  of  his  life.  It  certainly 
brought  no  sense  of  physical  securi¬ 
ty  to  him  when  God  commanded 
him  to  go  back  to  Egypt  and  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  king  with  a  demand 
for  the  liberation  of  the  children 
of  Israel.  The  sense  of  security  he 
did  feel,  however,  on  this  mission 
was  in  the  fact  that  he  moved  in 
response  to  the  will  of  God  and 
carried  in  his  heart  the  promise  of. 
God,  “Certainly  I  will  go  with'* 
thee.” 

(2)  The  life  of  Jesus  was  not 
secure,  as  we  think  of  security, 
during  passion  week  as  He  faced 
His  enemies  in  Jeryselam  and  mov¬ 
ed  steadily  on  toward  Calvary.  His 
real  security  also  was  in  the  sense 


that  He  was  doing  the  Father’s  will 
and  the  fact  that  legions  of  angels 
were  at  His  command,  as  protect¬ 
ors,  if  He  cared  to  call  them.  This 
sense  of  security,  however,  did  not 
prevent  Calvary  and  the  cross. 

(3)  Paul’s  sense  of  security  in  a 
Rorfian  prison  house,  as  he  await¬ 
ed  execution,  was  in  the  consci¬ 
ousness  of  a  life  well  lived  and 
faith  that  his  reward  was  sure  and 
secure.  Security  for  Paul,  however, 
did  not  mean  either  release  from 
prison  or  escape  from  the  execu¬ 
tioner’s  block. 

(4)  Martin  Luther  was  living 
anything  but  a  sheltered  life,  as  he 
stood  on  trial  before  his  enemies 
at  Worms.  His  sense  of  security  was 
in  the  fact  that  he  believed  he  was 
fulfilling  a  mission  in  life  which  he 
valued  more  than  he  valued  his 
life. 

To  look  on  religion  as  a  “cure 
all”  for  all  of  the  ills  of  life  is  to 
forget  the  lesson  of  the  cross  and  to 
overlook  the  price  every  great  soul 
has  paid  who  has  rendered  a 
worthwhile  service  to  humanity 
and  the  life  of  the  world. 

Three  Reasons  For  Believing  Christ 
Divine 

In  verses  10-11  Jesus  gives  the 
disciples  three  reasons  for  believing 
in  Him  as  God’s  Son,  the  Messiah. 
(1)  Jesus  says  the  very  manner  of 
His  life  should  convince  them  that 
He  is  in  the  Father  and  the  Father 
in  Him.  (2)  He  declared  that  the 
words  He  spoke  should  have  con¬ 
vinced  them  that  He  was  the  Mes¬ 
siah  giving  a  divine  revelation  from 
heaven.  (3)  Jesus  then  thfew  out 
another  challenge.  He  said,  “Believe 
me  for  the  very  works  sake.”  Our 
Lord  felt  that,  if  they  had  not  rec¬ 
ognized  Him  by  Hi^  life  or  by  the 
truths  He  had  delivered,  they 
should  be  forced  to  believe  Him  to 
be  divine  by  the  works  He  had 
done;  by  the  miracles  He  per¬ 
formed.  These  same  facts  are  a 
challenge  to  our  faith  in  Him  as 
the  Messiah,  plus  the  fact  of  His 
resurrection  from  the  dead. 

Greater  Works  Than  These  Shall 
Ye  Do 

Marvelous  as  were  the  works  of 
Jesus  in  the  three  short  years  of 
His  ministry,  He  here  assures  the 
disciples  about  Him  and  the  unborn 
generations  of  followers  yet  to 
come,  that  through  faith  in  Him, 
they  would  beNable  to  do  greater 
things  in  God’s  service  than  He  had 
accomplished  because  through  Him 
their  lives  were  to  be  linked  to  a 
supreme  Power  that  would  make 
possible  these  greater  works. 

The  present  program  of  the 
church  in  caring  for  orphaned  chil¬ 
dren  and  dependent  old  people,  its 
program  of  Christian  education,  its 
hopitals,  its  program  of  world  evan¬ 
gelism  and  missions,  its  program  of 
Lay  Activities,  Temperance  and 
World  Peace,  all  furnish  avenues 
through  which  the  followers  of 
Christ  are  doing  greater  things  than 
it  was  possible  for  Christ  to  do 
without  the  numbers,  the  financial 
backing,  the  trained  leaders  and  the 
world-wide  organization  which  now 
undergird  the  Christian  church. 

Whatsoever  Ye  Ask 
We  should  not  close  this  lesson 
without  thinking  about  this  wonder¬ 
ful  promise  of  Jesus  to  those  who 
pray.  When  we  remember  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  Jesus  made 
this  promise  we  may  be  store  that 
it  was  not  meant  to  cover  trivial 
matters  of  life.  Jesus  is  talking  about 
things  we  ask  for  “that  the  Father 
may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.”  Jesus 
is  saying  that  prayers  for  “anything” 
of  that  character  will  be  answered. 
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New  Ruston  Parsonage  Dedicated 


Highlighting  the  sixth  birthday  of  Grace  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston, 
Louisiana,  was  the  Dedication  of  its  parsonage  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  on 
the  afternoon  of  November  5,  1956,  at  five  o’clock. 


Dr.  Guy  Hicks,  Ruston  District  Superintendent;  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Mc¬ 
Guire,  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport;  and  Rev. 
Heenry  C.  Blount,  pastor  at  Grace,  participated  in  the  service.  Laymen  of 
Grace  Church  who  also  took  part  were  Robert  S.  Wynn,  chairman  of  the 
Official  Board;  and  T.  E.  Raley,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  parsonage  was  built  in  1951  when  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire  was  pas¬ 
tor.  It  has  three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  living  room,  dining  room,  kitchen, 
and  garage.  The  parsonage  is  located  at  1200  Dubach  Avenue  in  Ruston. 


Seven  Louisiana 
Pastors  To 
National  Meeting 

^fLtnrs  of  seven  Methodist 
churches  in  Louisiana  will  be  among 
the  400  Methodist  leaders  who  will 
attend  a  national  evangelism  meet¬ 
ing  November  29-December  5,  at 
Lafayette,  Ind. 

These  ministers  who  serve  as  dis¬ 
trict  directors  of  evangelism  in  their 
respective  districts  include:  John 
Kilpatrick,  Pineville;  James  L. 
Stovall,  No.  Baton  Rouge;  Raymond 
E.  Pierson,  Crowley;  Loyd  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Maplewood;  W.  D.  Milton, 
West  Monroe;  Don  W.  Alverson, 
New  Orleans  and  Harvey  G.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Coushatta. 

The  meeting,  known  as  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Evangelism,  will  include  chair¬ 
men  and  secretaries  of  boards  of 
evangelism  of  annual  conferences, 
district  secretaries  of  evangelism 
and  certain  other  lay  and  youth 
representatives. 

The  conference  which  will  be  held 
at  Purdue  University  will  be  the 
first  annual  meeting  of  the  church’s 
Council  of  Evangelism.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  will  be  to  develop  a 
long  range  plan  for  Methodism  to 
follow  in  seeking  new  persons  “for 
Christ  and  the  Church.”  The  Coun¬ 
cil  will  endeavor  to  enlist  the  in¬ 
terest  and  support  of  laymen  in  their 
work  and  to  supplement,  especially 
on  the  local  church  level,  the  work 


of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

Six  Methodist  bishops  are  includ¬ 
ed  among  those  addressing  the  con¬ 
ference,  including  Bishop  W.  Angie 
Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  president  of 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 


Winnsboro  Opens 
Educational 
Building 

Methodist's  of  Winnsboro  held 
open  house  Sunday  afternoon,  No¬ 
vember  11,  for  their  new  educa¬ 
tional  building  which  has  just  been 
completed.  Members  of  the  church 
and  friends  visited  the  new  build¬ 
ing  betweeq  the  hours  of  2-4  p.m. 

The  new  addition  adds  4800  sq.  ft. 
of  educational  space  to  the  church 
plant.  The  two  story  structure  was 
designed  by  John  W.  Bakers,  associ¬ 
ates,  Winnsboro,  and  the  contractors 
were  N.  W.  Meriwether,  Sr.,  and 
N.  W.  Meriwether,  Jr. 

A  nursery,  the  kindergarten  de¬ 
partment,  library,  equipment  room, 
a  small  prayer  chapel  and  rest  room 
facilities  for  children  and  adults  are 
on  the  first  floor.  The  second  floor 
has  space  for  the  pastor’s  office,  the 
church  school  superintendent’s  of¬ 
fice,  choir  room,  and  the  primary 
and  junior  departments.  New  furni-. 
ture  has  been  placed  throughout  the 
new  building. 

Older  youth  classes  and  adult 
classes  will  be  held  in  the  main 
building  where  other  improvements 
include  a  completely  remodeled 
kitchen  and  new  organ  equipment. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Bengston  is  the  Winns¬ 
boro  pastor  and  W.  B.  Scriber  is  the 
church  school  superintendent. 

During  the  openhouse  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  by  the  Woman’s 
Society. 


Report  Record 
Number  of 
Missionaries 

New  York  (RNS) — A  record  total 
of  23,432  Protestant  missionaries  are 
serving  abroad  for  213  agencies  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  survey  made  by  the 
Missionary  Research  Library.  The 
figure  four  years  ago  was  18,576. 

Some  280  boards  and  agencies,  in¬ 
cluding  over  60  that  do  not  send 
personnel,  received  $130,000,000  to 
finance  the  missionary  enterprise  in 
1955,  the  survey  showed.  About 
$100,000,000  of  this  amount  was 
spent  overseas,  the  remainder  being 
used  for  administration,  furloughs, 
equipment  and  other  expenses  at 
home. 

The  research  agency  is  operated 
jointly  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary.  It  said  the  new  count  is  more 
than  twice  that  of  20  years  ago  when 
there  were  11,289  missionaries  serv¬ 
ing  abroad. 

The  survey  showed  that  Prot¬ 
estant  missionaries  are  serving  in 
100  foreign  countries,  with  35  per 
cent  in  East,  Southeast  and  Southern 
Asia;  29  per  cent  in  Africa,  south 
of  the  Sahara  Desert;  and  26.5  per 
cent  in  Latin  America. 

Despite  some  semi-official  at¬ 
tempts  to  discourage  the  entry  of 
new  missionaries  into  India,  the 
agency  reported,  that  country  leads 
all  others  in  the  number  represent¬ 
ed,  with  2,127  missionaries  there  as 
reported  by  82  per  cent  of  the 
agencies  covered. 

Next  are  Japan,  with  1,562;  and 
the  Belgian  Congo  with  1,195.  China, 
once  host  to  4,492  American  Prot¬ 
estant  missionaries,  now  has  one, 
held  in  prison.  (He  is  the  Rev.  Paul 
Mackensen  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  held  by  the 
Communists  in  Shanghai.) 

The  survey  also  disclosed  that  six 
out  of  every  ten  missionaries  are 
women.  However,  it  showed  that 
fewer  single  women  are  serving  in 
foreign  missions  than  formerly.  A- 
bout  28  per  cent  of  the  missionaries 
are  ordained,  as  against  34  per  cent 
four  years  ago. 

In  addition  to  ordained  mission¬ 
aries,  more  than  2,000,  roughly  11 
per  cent,  are  physicians  and  nurses. 
Non-ordained  foreign  missionaries 
also  include  farm  technicians,  .school 
teachers,  literacy  experts,  radio 
broadcasters,  film  makers,  construc¬ 
tion  engineers,  architects,  air  pilots 
and  ground  crews. 

The  Methodists  send  the  most  mis¬ 
sionaries  overseas,  accounting  for 
1,513.  The  Seventh-day  Adventists 
are  next  with  1,272.  Then  follow  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 
with  1,072;  and  the  Sudan  Interior 
Mission  (interdenominational)  with 
1,024. 


New  Board  Members  Added 


Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Ruston,  and  Dr.  Keith  Mason,  Shreveport,  are 
new  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 
Dr. .  Green  and  Dr.  Mason-  were  named  to  the  board  at  the  1956  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and  attended  their  first  board  meet¬ 
ing  Tuesday,  November  6.  Both  have  terms  as  board  members  which  ex¬ 
pire  in  1959. 


Division  of  Foreign  Missions 
Opens  Annual  Assembly 

(NY)  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.,  Nov.  23 — Planning  of  American  mis¬ 
sionary  endeavors  for  the  next  three  to  five  years  is  highlighting  the  five- 
day  annual  assembly  here  of  the  Division  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  which  began  Monday. 

Three  hundred  leaders  of  79  boards  and  agencies  of  some  45  Protestant 
denominations,  who  direct  a  $100,000,000  evangelism  and  welfare  program 
in  a  hundred  countries,  are  studying  the  implications  of  present  develop¬ 
ments  in  20th  Century  overseas  church  work. 


Taking  as  the  general  theme, 
‘The  World-Wide  Mission  of  the 
World-Wide  Church,”  delegates  are 
meeting  in  ten  plenary  sessions  plus 
a  number  of  smaller  groups.  Chair¬ 
man  is  the  Rev,  Dr.  Eugene  L. 

■45mith,  New  York,  Division  chair¬ 
man  and  a  vice-president  of  the 
National  Council.  Discussing  the 
theme  Dr.  Smith  said  that  Christians 
face  the  necessity  of  rethinking  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  the  Christian 
mission  in  light  of  the  revolutionary 
changes  and  tensions  in  today’s 
world. 

With  two-thirds  of  the  world’s 
missionaries  now  coming  from  the 
U.S.,  compared  with  one-third  less 
than  a  half-century  ago,  as  disclosed 
yesterday  in  a  survey  released  by 
the  division’s  Missionary  Research 
Library,  the  delegates  will  seek 
answers  as  to  how  mission  groups 
can: 

1.  Equip  U.  S.  missionaries  to  deal 
with  current  situations. 

2.  Develop  methods  of  working  in 
partnership  with  the  “younger 
churches.” 

3.  Encourage  the  expansion  and 
strengthening  of  the  “younger 
churches,”  particularly  through 
interchange  of  personnel. 

4.  Interpret  for  American  church¬ 
es  the  changes  necessary  in 
traditional  missionary  pro¬ 
grams. 

India  Conference  Elects 
Bishops 

The  Rev.  Mangal  Singh,  pastor  of 
Christ  Methodist  Church  in  Delhi, 
India,  and  the  Rev.  Gabriel  Sunda- 
ram,  of  Hyderabad  City,  Deccan, 
India,  secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Southern  Asia,  have 
been  elected  bishops  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  according  to  a  cable¬ 
gram  received  Monday  (Nov.  12)  by 
the  Board  of  Missions,  Methodist 
Church,  in  New  York.  The  election 
of  both  clergymen  was  on  the  twen¬ 
ty-second  ballot  taken  by  the  session 
of  the  Central  Conference  of  South¬ 
ern  Asia  now  in  session  in  Lucknow. 

The  new  bishops  succeed  Bishop 
J.  Waskom  Pickett  and  Bishop 
Clement  D.  Rockey,  both  of  whom 
went  from  the  United  States  to 
India  as  missionaries  and  were  later 
elected  to  the  episcopacy.  The  elec¬ 
tion  of  two  Indians  as  their  suc¬ 
cessors  means  that  all  four  bishops 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  India 
are  now  Indians. 

Both  bishops-elect  were  in  the 
United  States  earlier  this  year  as 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn. 

Bishop-elect  Singh  has  been  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  largest  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Delhi  Annual  Conference  for 
'several  years,  and  has  led  his  people 
in  the  erection  of  its  new  educational 
center. 

Bishop  Singh  was  headmaster  of 
Methodist  missions  schools  in  Pi- 
thoragarh  and  Shahjahanpur  and 
pastor  of  churches  in  north  India. 
He  later  was  superintendent  of  the 
Bareilly  district  and  promotional 


New  World  Service 
Leaflets  Released 

World  peace,  ministerial  training, 
and  the  mission  field  in  the  “new” 
Bolivia  are  featured  in  three  new 
World  Service  leaflets  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  during  December,  January 
and  February. 

World  Service  leaflets  are  folders 
passed  out  every  fourth  Sunday  in 
many  churches  not  only  to  encour¬ 
age  giving  to  World  Service  benev¬ 
olences,  but  also  to  keep  Methodists 
informed  of  progress  and  problems 
in  various  areas  of  the  Church’s 
concern.  The  leaflets  are  produced 
by  the  Commission  on  Promotion 
and  Cultivation  in  co-operation 
with  World  Service  agencies. 

“Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest 
and  on  Earth  Peace"  and  a  modern¬ 
line  drawing  of  the  Nativity  char¬ 
acterize  the  December  leaflet, 
which  deals  with  work  of  the  Board 
of  World  Peace  and  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society. 

Bolivia  is  one  of  the  most  rapid¬ 
ly  changing  countries  in  the  world. 
Like  people  in  the  Middle  and  Far 
East,  her  citizens  are  making  a 
complete  shift  in  their  socio-econo¬ 
mic  relations.  The  January.  World 
Service  leaflet,  entitled  “Bolvia,” 
relates  how  the  Methodist  Church 
is  training  Bolivians  to  fit  into  this 
new  world.  The  emerald  green  leaf¬ 
let  features  a  cover  montage  of 
photographs  of  Bolivian  people. 
Material  for  the  leaflet  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Board  of  Missions. 

“To  Serve  the  Present  Age”  takes 
a  brief  look  at  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies  and  tomorrow’s  ministers.  This 
leaflet,  for  distribution  in  February, 
also  examines  the  in-service  supply 
pastor  program,  which  provides 
non-seminary  trained  ministers  for 
one-third  of  all  Methodist  churches. 
This  leaflet  is  sponsored  by  the 
Division  of  Educational  Institutions, 
Board  of  Education. 

Copies  of  the  three  new  World 
Service  leaflets  may  be  obtained 
from  The  Commission  on  Promo¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation,  740  Rush 
Street,  Chicago  11,  Illinois. 

Christmas  Stamp  Now 
Available 

The  1956  Christman  For  Christ 
stamp  is  now  available. 

Part  of  an  interdenominational  at¬ 
tempt  to  keep  Christmas  from  be¬ 
coming  over-commercialized,  the 
stamp  calls  attention  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  a  Christ-like  Christmas 
observance. 

Says  TEM  Press,  “Christmas  For 
Christ  stamps  have  just  one  pur¬ 
pose — to  emphasize  that  Christmas 
is  the  holy  birthday  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  and  not  a  day  of  secular 
celebration.” 

The  1956  stamp  contrasts  an  eve- 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


secretary  for  a  Methodist  financial 
campaign  in  India,  “the  Advance  for 
Christ.” 


Church  Aid  Asked 
For  Hungary 

As  Russian  troops  marched  back 
into  Hungary  to  quell  the  revolt 
against  Soviet  domination,  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  Carson  Blake,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
called  upon  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  “to  represent  to  the  author¬ 
ities  of  your  nation  your  Christian 
concern  that  the  Hungarian  people 
be  given  freedom  to  determine 
their  own  destiny  as  a  nation.” 

Dr.  Blake  led  a  nine-member 
deputation  of  the  National  Council 
to  Moscow  last  spring  and  received 
an  eight-member  Russian  deputa¬ 
tion  on  a  return  visit  three  months 
later. 

In  a  cabled  plea  to  Metropolitan 
Nicolai,  secretary  of  the  Russian 
church’s  office  for  foreign  affairs, 
Dr.  Blake  also  urged  the  Russian 
churches  to  join  in  prayers  with 
Americans  “that  the  world  will 
find  sure  ways  to  a  just  settlement 
in  the  Middle  East  without  further 
violence  and  bloodshed.”  He  asked 
that  Russia,  through  prayers  and 
material  aid,  “help  those  who  have 
suffered  from  conflict  in  Hungary, 
the  Middle  East  and  other  areas  of 
the  present  disorder.” 

“We  invite  you,”  Dr.  Blake  said, 
“to  join  us  in  reaffirming  by  word 
and  deed  our  common  declaration 
that  faith,  freedom  and  justice  are 
the  most  essential  prerequisites 
for  durable  peace.” 

The  invitation  for  reaffirmation 
referred  to  a  statement  on  peace 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  two 
deputations  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Russian  visit  last  June. 

Consultation  Held  On 
Pastoral  Care 

The  first  consultation  on  pastoral 
care  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  De¬ 
partment  of  Ministerial  Education 
for  professors  of  counseling  and  pas¬ 
toral  care  of  Methodist  theological 
schools  was  held  November  6-8  in 
Nashville. 

The  professors  discussed  such  sub¬ 
jects  as  the  psychological  and  theol¬ 
ogical  content  of  their  teaching,  the 
personality  of  the  pastor,  and  the 
work  of  the  pastor. 

Though  they  reached  no  pat  de¬ 
cisions,  those  attending  agreed  that 
the.  discussion  was  highly  profitable 
and  requested  that  such  a  meeting 
be  held  again  next  year. 

“In  view  of  the  apparent  success 
of  this  consultation,”  said  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Gerald  O.  McCulloh,  Nashville, 
“we  hope  to  have  others,  not  only 
for  these  men,  but  for  our  seminary 
professors  who  teach  in  different 
fields.”  He  is  director  of  theological 
education  in  the  department  of  min¬ 
isterial  education. 


Appeal  Made  For 
Emergency  Help 

In  the  face  of  the  world  crisis 
which  has  already  made  thousands 
of  people  in  Europe  and  the  Middle 
East  homeless  and  hungry,  a  na¬ 
tion-wide  appeal  for  emergency 
contributions  of  money,  food  and 
used  clothing  was  issued  by  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  Carson  Blake,  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

More  than  a  million  pounds  of 
clothing  is  urgently  needed  for 
Hungarian  refugees  now  in  Austria 
and  for  Middle  East  upheaval  vic¬ 
tims,  Dr.  Blake  declared.  All  types 
of  clothing,  including  both  light  and 
heavy  garments,  can  be  used.  The 
present  need  in  the  Austrian  recep¬ 
tion  centers  is  for  men’s  clothing, 
women’s  underwear  and  paper 
diapers,  according  to  cabled  in¬ 
formation  from  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

Quick  cash  remittances  are  most 
useful  however,  World  Council  of¬ 
ficials  note,  since  needs  vary  daily. 
Money  not  actually  used  now  for 
emergency  relief  will  be  available 
for  long  range  rehabilitation  work 
among  the  dispossessed  populations. 

Conditions  are  tragic  in  the  re¬ 
ception  centers,  despite  the  fact  that 
emergency  supplies  have  been  rush¬ 
ed  by  the  World  Council  of  Church¬ 
es,  Lutheran  World  Relief,  Church 
World  Service  and  other  groups 
working  together  on  a  coordinated 
Protestant  relief  plan.  Refugees  are 
bedded  down  on  straw,  sanitary 
facilities  are  inadequate,  and  there 
is  no  running  water.  Blankets  need¬ 
ed  against  the  winter  cold  have  been 
flown  in  from  Norway  and  other 
countries.  Food  stocks  rushed  in  by 
church  groups  included  dried  milk, 
cheese,  butter,  oil  and  rice. 

Already  Church  World  Service 
has  sent  to  Austria  foodstuffs  val¬ 
ued  at  $100,000,  a  million  multi¬ 
purpose  vitamins,  antibiotic  capsules 
and  surgical  sutures.  That  agency 
earlier  transmitted  $10,000  for  emer¬ 
gency  financial  assistance.  In  the 
Middle  East,  it  also  cabled  emer¬ 
gency  funds  for  aid  to  refugees  in 
the  war-torn  Gaza  strip.  The  United 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Publishing  House 
Announces  Promotions 

Nashville,  Tenn.  —  Three  promo¬ 
tions  have  been  announced  by  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  here. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  M.  Pettit  has 
been  named  editor  of  religious 
books;  Pierce  S.  Ellis,  editor  of  col¬ 
lege  texts;  and  Aubrey  Lee  Trox- 
ler,  chief  accountant. 

As  editor  of  religious  books,  Dr. 
Pettit  takes  a  newly  created  posi¬ 
tion.  As  editor  of  college  texts,  Mr. 
Ellis  succeeds  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emory 

S.  Bucke,  recently  elected  book  ed¬ 
itor  of  The  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Troxler  succeeds  John  H.  Laird,  re¬ 
cently  named  vice-president  in 
charge  of  accounting. 

Dr.  Pettit  has  been  employed  by 
the  publishing  house  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Ellis  has  been  with  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house  since  1952.  He  is  a 
native  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  a 
former  faculty  member  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Troxler,  a  certified  public 
accountant,  has  been  employed  by 
the  publishing  house  since  1951. 

Dr.  Pettit  and  Mr.  Ellis  will  serve 
on  the  staffs  of  both  Dr.  Bucke, 
book  editor,  and  Cecil  D.  Jones, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  publish¬ 
ing. 
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National  Council  Backs  Presidents 
Policy  In  Crisis 


New  York  (RNS)— The  National 
Council  of  Churches  assured  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  of  strong  support 
for  his  policy  of  acting  through'  the 
United  Nations  in  the  “crisis  in  the 
Middle  East  and  in  Hungary.” 

It  urged  “concerted  efforts”  by  the 
United  States  and  other  countries 
working  through  the  United  Nations 
to  establish  “just  and  durable  polit¬ 
ical  settlements”  in  the  troubled 
areas. 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  council  president,  signed 
the  message  to  the  President. 

“We  welcome  the  United  Nations 
action  condemning  the  use  of  Soviet 
military  force  to  suppress  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Hungarian  people  to  re¬ 
assert  their  rights,”  he  said.  “The 
moral  force  of  world  opinion  should 
be  heeded  in  every  responsible  ac¬ 
tion  which  may  help  to  make  for 
more  justice,  freedom  and  peace  in 
Hungary  and  oppressed  areas.” 

Dr.  Blake  told  the  President  that 


Episcopalians  Get 
Million  Dollar  Gift 

Pocono  Manor,  Pa.  (RNS) — The 
Episcopal  Church  Foundation  has 
received  a  gift  of  $1,000,000  from  an 
anonymous  donor  for  church  con¬ 
struction  in  areas  where  popula¬ 
tion  growth  has  caused  a  shortage 
of  facilities. 

Announcement  of  the  gift  was 
made  here  to  the  Church’s  House  of 
Bishops  by  Presiding  Bishop  Henry 
Knox  Sherrill  and  William  B.  Given, 
Jr.,  president  of  the  foundation. 

The  donor  has  stipulated  that  the 
entire  amount  be  placed  in  the 
foundation’s  revolving  loan  fund 
and  be  used  to  assist  in  church 
building  over  the  country. 

New  residential  communities  and 
areas  bordering  military  installa¬ 
tions  and  industrial  developments 
are  expected  to  be  the  chief  bene¬ 
ficiaries. 

Only  applicants  demonstrating  a 
need  for  specific  projects  and  show¬ 
ing  a  “vitality”  to  provide  a  share 
of  the  building  costs  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  eligible  for  loans  from  the 
fund. 

The  announcement  said  that  no 
interest  charges  will  be  made  but 
all  loans  are  to  be  repaid  at  the 
rate  of  one-tenth  per  year  over  a 
ten-year  period.  Repayments  will 
be  used  for  new  loans  “to  maintain 
the  program  at  the  highest  possible 
leveb  of  productivity.” 


his  agency  was  working  through 
Church  World  Service  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  to  aid  in 
the  resettlement  of  Hungarian  refu¬ 
gees.  He  also  said  the  churches  are 
acting  to  bring  food,  clothing,  medi¬ 
cine  and  spiritual  help  “to  meet 
human  suffering.” 

“We  call  for  prayers  to  Almighty 
God  for  you  and  all  in  positions  of 
authority  in  our  own  and  other 
lands  and  in  the  United  Nations,” 
he  said,  “that  the  peoples  of  the 
world  may  be  led  toward  those 
things  which  make  for  peace  with 
justice  and  freedom.” 


Disciples  Scholars  To 
Re-Examine  Their 
Doctrine 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  Ap¬ 
pointment  of  a, panel  of  14  scholars 
to  re-examine  Disciples  of  Christ 
thought  and  doctrine  was  announced 
at  the  denomination’s  headquarters 
here. 

Dr.  Howard  E.  Short,  professor  of 
church  history,  The  College  of  the 
Bible,  Lexington,  Ky.,  will  be  chair¬ 
man  of  the  study  group  which  com¬ 
prises  theologians  from  seven  Dis¬ 
ciples  seminaries  and  one  state  uni¬ 
versity,  and  two  ministers  of 
churches. 

The  -panel  was  created  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  United  Christian  Mis¬ 
sionary.  Society  and  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  in  conjunction  with  a 
representative  group  of  Disciples 
leaders.  The  two  agencies  are  under¬ 
writing  the  cost  of  the  project, 
which  will  last  three  years,  btit  the 
panel  will  be  a  body  of  free  in¬ 
quiry. 

Dr.  A.  Dale  Fiers,  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  spon¬ 
soring  group,  said:  “The  convic¬ 
tions  held  by  our  fathers  in  the 
faith  need  to  be  restudied  and  val¬ 
idated  or  modified  in  the  light  of 
modern  scholarship.” 

The  sponsors  said  that  in  recent 
years  the  Disciples  of  Christ  have 
not  been  too  greatly  concerned  with 
theology,  with  interest  running  more 
in  the  direction  of  practical  church- 
manship  and  the  application  of 
Christian  truth  to  every-day  living. 

“The  Disciples  of  Christ  do  not 
currently  have  among  us  a  scholar 
who  is  broadly  recognized  in  Prot¬ 
estantism  in  the  field  of  theology 
and  very  few  thoughtful  works  in 
this  area  are  being  brought  forth 
by  Disciple  authors,”  they  said. 


Launch  'In  God  We  Trust'  Postal  Cards 


New  York  (RNS) — International 
U.S.  postal  cards  featuring  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  and  the  national 
motto  “In  God  We  Trust”  were 
launched  at  a  ceremony  here  by 
Acting  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
and  Controller  Lindsley  H.  Noble. 

He  stressed  the  value  of  stamps 
as  international  “ambassadors  of 
good  will”  and  “interpreters  of  the 
history,  customs  and  basic  beliefs 
of  the  issuing  country.” 

Mr.  Noble  spoke  at  the  national 
postage  stamp  show  of  the  American 
Stamp  Dealer’s  Association.  The  oc¬ 
casion  was  the  first  day  of  sale  of 
the  new  cards. 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  New  York,  was  among  the 
distinguished  stamp  collectors  to 
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whom  Mr.  Noble  presented  souvenir 
albums  containing  the  cards. 

The  cards  will  carry  a  message  to 
any  part  of  the  world  with  first- 
class  handling.  One  is  a  four-cent 
single  card,  the  other  an  eight-cent 
postage-paid  reply  card  which  can 
be  returned  without  additional 
postage  from  any  country  to  which 
it  is  sent. 

The  Post  Office  official  said  the 
cards  provide  incentive  for  exchange 
of  ideas  and  information  between 
Americans  and  peoples  of  other 
lands. 

“They  will  serve  to  increase  and 
stimulate  a  flow  of  international  in¬ 
formation,”  he  said.  “From  this  in¬ 
formation  is  bound  to  come  under¬ 
standing  and  appreciation  of  mutual 
problems.” 


Says  Moscow  Will 
Permit  American 
Missionaries 

Nashville,  Tennessee  (RNS)  —  A 
Church  of  Christ  missionary  who 
recently  visited  Russia  said  here 
that  the  Soviet  Union’s  minister  of 
cults  had  told  him  that  American 
missionaries  could  be  sent  there. 

Evangelist  Otis  Gatewood  was  in 
Nashville  to  talk  with  local  Church 
of  Christ  leaders  about  sending 
evangelists  to  Russia. 

‘The  minister  of  cults  in  the 
Soviet  Union  recently  told  me  that 
our  American  missionaries  could  be 
sent  there,”  Mr.  Gatewood  said. 
‘They  probably  would  be  the  first 
of  any  American  religious  group  to 
go  there  in  several  decades.” 

Mr.  Gatewood  said  he  went  to 
Russia  on  Aug.  29,  and  stayed  12 
days,  visiting  Moscow,  Stalingrad, 
Rostov  and  Kiev,  and  preaching  in 
churches. 

“We  need  American  missionaries 
to  witness  for  Christianity  in  the 
Soviet  Union,”  he  said.  “Moscow,  a 
city  of  8,000,000  people,  has  only 
eight  congregations  of  all  faiths — 
Protestant,  Catholic,  Jewish,  Bud¬ 
dhist  and  Baha’i. 


Urges  U.S.  Offer 
Asylum  To 
Mindszenty 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — Rep. 
Daniel  J.  Flood  (D.-Pa.)  urged 
the  United  States  to  offer  polit¬ 
ical  asylum  to  Josef  Cardinal 
Mindszenty,  Primate  of  Hungary, 
who  is  now  taking  refuge  in  the 
American  Legation  in  Budapest. 

He  made  the  appeal  in  a  mes¬ 
sage  sent  to  Secretary  of  State 
John  Foster  Dulles. 

The  Pennsylvania  legislator 
asked  that  the  U.S.  Diplomatic 
Mission  in  Budapest  be  instructed 
to  make  a  formal  offer  of  asylum 
to  the  cardinal. 

He  also  called  upon  the  United 
States  to  “demand  of  Soviet  Rus¬ 
sia  that  safe  conduct  out  of  Hun¬ 
gary  be  assured  Cardinal  Minds- 
zenty  if  he  wishes  to  accept  asy¬ 
lum  in  this  country.”^ 

The  Congressman  urged  thai 
the  United  States  withdraw  dip¬ 
lomatic  recognition  from  the 
present  Hungarian  regime  on  th 
grounds  that  it  is  merely  a  “mili¬ 
tary  occupation  government.” 


Methodists  Hold  First  Interracial  Leadership 
Conference  In  South 


Louisville,  Ky.  (RNS) — Negro  and 
white  Methodists  sat  down  together 
here  for  two  days  and  faced  with 
unusual  candor  some  of  the  things 
which  divide  them.  They  were  at¬ 
tending — some  200  of  them —  an  In- 
terracial  Leadership  Conference 
called  by  bishops  of  the  white  and 
Negro  divisions  of  the  denomination 
in  Kentucky. 

It  was  the  fourth  such  interracial 
meeting  to  be  held  by  Methodists  in 
the  United  States  and  the  first  in 
the  South. 

At  one  session,  Bishop  J.  W.  E. 
Bowen  of  Atlanta  told  the  group 
they,  should  expect  no  great  rush  of 
Negroes  to  join  white  churches  when 
the  Central  (Negro)  Jurisdiction  is 
integrated  into  the  white  jurisdic¬ 
tions. 


MINISTER  FORMS 
ABSTAINERS  INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

Oklahoma  City  (RNS)  —  A  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  minister  has  formed 
a  corporation  here  to  insure  non¬ 
drinking  automobile  drives. 

He  is  the  Rev.  Sam  Morris, 
preacher,  teacher,  radio  speaker  and 
temperance  leader.  The  new  firm 
will  be  called  “Abstainers  National 
Insurance  Co.”  It  will  have  a  capital 
of  $100,000  and  operate  on  a  nation¬ 
wide  basis,  with  home  offices  here. 

The  incorporation  articles  provide 
that  all  shareholders,  bond  holders, 
directors,  officers,  agents,  employees 
and  policy-holders  shall  be  total 
abstainers  from  the  use  of  alco¬ 
holic  beverages.  They  also  specify 
that  the  corporation  may  repurchase 
shares  of  stock  “belonging  to  any 
one  who  shall  be  proved  not  to  be 
a  total  abstainer.” 


N.Z.  METHODISTS  APPOINT 
FIRST  WOMAN 
PROBATIONARY  MINISTER 

Auckland,  N.  Z.  (R*NS)— The  New 
Zealand  Methodist  Conference, 
meeting  in  annual  session  here,  ap¬ 
pointed  a  woman  as  a  probationary 
minister  for  the  first  time  in  its 
history. 

She  is  the  Rev.  Phyllis  M.  Guth- 


The  bishop,  head  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  Atlanta  Area,  said 
Negro  Methodists  simply  want  the 
freedom  to  unite  with  the  white 
churches  if  they  care  to. 

Most  Negroes  will  prefer  their 
own  Negro  preachers,  he  said. 

“Now,  there’s  a  prominent  white 
brother  who  keeps  wanting  to 
preach  in  one  of  my  churches,”  he 
said.  ‘“It  isn’t  that  I  don’t  want 
him  to  preach  there  because  he  is 
white.  It  is  just  that  my  people  don’t 
want  to  hear  him.” 

Bishop  Bowen  urged  the  white 
and  Negro  Methodists  to  get  togeth¬ 
er  often,  not  to  preach  to  each  other 
or  tell  each  other  what  ought  to  be 
done,  but  simply  to  learn  something 
of  each  other  by  the  association. 

“I  i  hear  people  in  the  South  boast 
that  they  understand  the  Negro,”  he 
said.  “But  let  me  tell  you,  friends, 
they  don’t.  The  very  Negro  you 
think  you  understand  is  making 
sure  you  don’t.” 

He  said  relations  have  been  such 
between  the  races  in  the  South  that 
both  have  put  up  a  false  front.  “But 
underneath,  if  we  look  closely 
enough,  we  will  find  that  we  are  all 
just  plain  human  beings,  each  afraid 
to  let  the  other  know  us,”  the  bishop 
added. 


PHILIPPINES  METHODIST 

BISHOP  RE-ELECTED  TO 
THIRD  TERM 

Manila  (RNS) — Bishop  Jose  L. 
Valencia  was  elected  to  a  third  four- 
year  term  as  head  of  The  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Philippines  at  the 
quadrennial  meeting  of  its  Central 
Conference  here. 

His  jurisdiction  comprises  the 
islands’  four  Annual  Conferences  of 
the  Philippines,  Northern  Philip¬ 
pines,  Northwest  Philippines  and 
Mindanao. 

Bishop  William  C.  Martin  of  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex.,  presided  over  the  election. 


ardt  of  Nelson  who  has  completed 
three  years  of  theological  training 
and  will  spend  another  three  years 
on  probation  before  she  is  ordained. 
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Editorials: 

Preparing  tyor  ‘Dfis  Qifc  ‘Uo  Us 

SUNDAY  begins  the  season  of  Advent,  the  period  of  four  weeks 
before  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Nativity  of 
Jesus.  This  is  a  season  which  is  receiving  more  and  more 
attention  from  church  leaders  and  with,  we  believe,  ample  justifi¬ 
cation.  The  word  “Advent”  is  here  taken  from  the  Latin  word 
“Adventus”  which  means  “coming,”  and  of  course  signifies  that 
period  before  the  coming  of  the  Christchild. 

This  should  be  a  period  of  time  when  individual  Christians 
and  each  church  fellowship  prepares  for  the  observance  of  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  need  for  such  a  period  of  preparation  is  accentuated 
because  of  the  high  degree  of  commercialization  which  all  but 
crowds  out  the  original  event  without  which  there  would  be  no 
Christmas. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  times,  but  there  is  altogether 
-too  little  about  us  that  encourages  a  proper  perspective  about 
Christmas.  With  all  due  respect  to  our  friends  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  businesses,  an  air  of  materialism  has  been  developed 
about  this  season  which  has  practically  obscured  the  season’s  real 
meaning.  We  have  it  on  good  authority  that  many  retail  businesses 
do  more  than  25%  of  their  year’s  business  during  this  four  or  five 
week  period.  / 

Of  equal  consequence  is  the  emphasis  on  “so-called”  entertain¬ 
ment  that  many  people  place  at  this  particular  season.  Much  of 
this  is  so  out  of  keeping  with  the  original  purpose  of  the  celebration 
of  Christmas  as  to  be  blasphemous. 

Living  in  times  when  the  atmosphere  is  charged  with  such 
materialism  and  hedonism,  Christians  need  to  take  seriously  this 
four  week  period  of  preparation  for  a  proper  observance  of  Christ¬ 
mas.  It  is  entirely  proper,  for  example,  for  Christians  to  cultivate 
during  this  period  a  spiritual  interpretation  of  Christmas,  seeking 
as  never  before  to  understand  the  real  meaning  of  the  observance. 
Every  act  and  relationship  should  be  such  as  would  reflect  Chris¬ 
tian  love  and  charity.  Opportunities  for  worship  should  be  wel¬ 
comed  and  sincerely  experienced,  that  God  may  help  us  to  ap¬ 
preciate  more  fully  what  the  gift  of  His  Son  really  meant  for  all 
His  children,  everywhere. 

The  period  of  preparation,  Advent,  must  not  be  squandered, 
regardless  of  how  benevolent  may  be  our  intentions.  Its  proper 
use  will  determine  how  real  God’s  Gift  to  us  at  Christmas  will  be. 

Church  <ZAnd  State  Independent 

THERE  has  been  much  discussion  in  recent  years  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state.  Most  Americans 
do  not  want  any  official  connection  between  church  and 
state,  1  \ 

Nevertheless,  while  the  church  and  state  are  and  should  be 
absolutely  independent  of  each  other  in  organization,  the  fact  re¬ 
mains  that,  in  America,  the  church  and  state  are  in  many  ways 
dependent  on  each  other.  We  would  consider  it  a  poor  government 
indeed  that  did  not  protect  the  legal  rights  of  the  church.  It  would 
also  be  a  poor  church  indeed  that  did  not  support  good  government 
and  give  emphasis,  in  its  work,  for  the  need  for  good  government. 

Fortunately,  in  America,  there  is  no  official  relationship  be¬ 
tween  church  and  state.  However,  that  fact  does  not  prevent  a 
proper  recognition  of  each  other;  neither  does  it  prevent  each  from 
giving  its  moral  support  to  the  other.  Protestantism  in  our  nation 
does  not  want  financial  support  of  any  kind  from  the  government. 
It  gives  its  moral  support  to  good  government  and,  we  believe, 
deserves  the  moral  support  of  government  in  the  program  it  pro¬ 
motes. 


t&he  Love  Of  freedom  Is  Not  'Dead 

THE  Russian  satelite  nations  of  the  Balkans  had  accepted  Rus¬ 
sian  subjugation  and  domination  so  long  that  there  began 
to  be  a  question  as  to  whether  the  people  of  these  former, 
freedom-loving  nations  had  lost  their  love  for  freedom  and  their 
willingness  to  fight  for  it. 

That  question  has  Leen  settled  by  the  Hungarian  revolution 
and  by  the  unsettled  conditions  existing  in  other  Balkan  nations 
and  even  in  Russia  itself.  No  revolution  of  history,  the  American 
Revolution  included,  has  found  patriots  willing  to  fight  to  the 
death  against  such  overwhelming  odds  as  have  the  freedom  loving 
people  of  Hungary. 

The  Communist  party  of  Russia  has  in  its  membership  only  a 
very  small  percent  of  the  Russian  people.  It  has  been  one  of  the 
modern  mysteries  of  government  as  to  how  such  a  small  group 
of  people  has  been  able  to  hold  captive  the  great  body  of  Russian 
people  and  also  hold  in  subjection  so  many  small  nations  border¬ 
ing  on  Russia. 

We  apparently  have  had  the  answer  to  this  question  also  in 
Hungary.  Russian  leaders  have  control  of  the  army  and  secret 
police  force  of  Russia.  With  this  force  at  their  command,  by  im¬ 
prisoning,  enslaving  and  murdering  those  who  oppose  them  they 
have  created  such  a  reign  of  terror  in  subjugated  nations  and  in 
Russia  itself  that  it  is  an  act  of  utter  desperation  when  any  group 
dares  oppose  them.  By  a  rigid,  iron  rule  of  force  they  remain  in 
control. 

There  have  been  years  of  intense  propaganda  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain  during  which  little  news  of  the  outside  world  has  pene¬ 
trated  to  the  masses  under  Communist  control.  Despite  this  delib¬ 
erate,  determined  effort  to  subjugate  and  enslave  the  minds  of 
people,  the  memory  of  other  days  of  freedom  and  self-government 
has  lived.  We  believe  now  that  it  will  continue  to  live  and  will 
be  the  weight  about  the  neck  of  these  self-appointed  masters  that 
will  ultimately  pull  them  down  and  destroy  these  power-mad 
tyrants  who  have  done  so  much  evil  in  the  world’s  life. 

The  struggle  of  the  masses  for  political  and  religious  free¬ 
dom  has  been  a  wearysome,  long-drawn-out  battle.  We  just  do 
not  believe  that  any  small  group  of  self-willed  men  can  turn  the 
clock  back,  at  this  late  day,  and  permanently  enslave  multiplied 
millions  of  freedom-loving  people  just  to  satisfy  their  selfish 
ambitions  for  worm  power. 

Contribute  ^ o  ^he  New  Assembly  building 

THE  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  last  July  au¬ 
thorized  the  raising  of  necessary  funds  to  finance  construc¬ 
tion  of  an  educational  building  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  at  the 
Western  Methodist  Assembly,  Fayetteville.  Plans  have  since  been 
developed  and  a  campaign  for  the  needed  money  is  underway. 

This  institution  of  Methodism  is  located  within  the  bounds  of 
one  of  the  conferences  of  this  Episcopal  Area  and  this  in  itself 
places  a  responsibility  of  participation  on  the  three  conferences 
of  this  Area  that  cannot  and  should  not  be  overlooked.  Indeed, 
many  individuals,  groups,  and  local  churches  have  already  re¬ 
sponded,  enough  to  make  possible  the  completion  of  the  building’s 
plans  and  specifications  which  are  now  in  hands  of  contractors 
who  are  preparing  bids. 

Fittingly  enough,  the  new  structure  will  be  named  the  Paul  E. 
and  Mildred  Martin  Educational  Building.  Bishop  Martin  has  given 
distinctive  leadership  to  the  Assembly’s  program  for  12  years  and 
has  been  reelected  to  head  the  institution’s  board  for  another  four 
years.  Two  substantial  gifts,  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  J.  Perkins, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  and  the  T.  L.  James  Estate,  Ruston,  have 
helped  considerably  to  get  the  campaign  for  funds  off  to  a  good 
start. 

As  Methodists  in  this  Area  have  opportunity  to  have  a  part 
in  this  needed  addition  to  the  Assembly  facilities,  we  are  confident 
they  will  respond  in  a  manner  that  will  be  a  credit  to  this  Area. 
Although  the  program  embraces  the  eight  states  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  will  want  to  lead  in 
this  project  which  will  result  in  better  trained  leadership  for 
every  one  of  our  churches. 


An  Official  Publication  of 
The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Epiacopal  Area 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  THURSDAY 
Except  the  Weeks  of  July  4  and  December  25 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  |2.00  PER  ANNUM 
Retired  Ministers  and  Wives  of  Deceased  Ministers  Of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Complimentary. 


Office  of  Publication,  Broadway  at  Eighteenth 
Mailing  Address,  P.O.  Box  1066 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS  • 


E.  T.  WAYLAND 

EWING  T.  WAYLAND 

Editors  and  Business  Mgrs. 

CONTRIBUTING  EDITORS: 

Mrs.  Ewing  T.  Wayland. 

OWNED,  MANAGED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCHES  OF 
ARKANSAS  AND  LOUISIANA 
Commissioners! 

Little  Rock  Conference — O.  C.  Landers,  E.  Vernon  Mark* 
ham,  Charles  W.  Richards,  C.  Ray  Hozendorf,  Arthur 
Terry,  Aubrey  Q.  Walton,  Burney  Wilson. 


Louisiana  Conference  —  R.  R.  Branton,  J.  N.  Fomby, 
Leonard  Cooke,  George  W.  Pomeroy,  Virgil  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  Charles  W.  Price,  Harry  Squires. 

North  Arkansas  Conference — Joel  Cooper,  W.  Henry  Good- 
loe,  Golder  Lawrence,  William  Hightower,  J.  Q. 
Moore,  Joe  S.  Pierce,  R.  J,  Rice. 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1879.  Formerly  published  and  mailed  at  Benton,  La. 

When  asking  for  change  of  address,  pleass  Include 
charge  key  number,  former  address,  new  address  and 
name  of  pastor. _ 

Articles  other  than  editorials  do  not  necessarily  re¬ 

fleet  the  opinions  of  the  editors  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist. 


Page  Four 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  Commitment  Day  Sermon 


East  of  Suez 

by  the  Rev.  Sidney  Beasley 
Pastor  of  Rockport  Methodist  Church,  Malvern 


TEXT:  The  Ten  Commandments  and  Exodus  20:1-17. 


We  sing  songs  secular  or  sacred  without  thinking,  just  as  we  sing 
rock  and  roll  or  singing  convention  songs.  A  popular  production  of  another 
generation  was  Rudyard  Kipling’s  musical  “On  The  Road  to  Mandalay.” 
The  Sail  of  Fortune  was  want  to  sing, 

“Ship  me  somewhere  East  of  Suez, 

Where  the  best  is  like  the  worst, 

Where  there  ain’t  no  Ten  Commandments, 

And  a  man  can  raise  a  thirst — ”. 

The  tragedy  of  the  popularity  of  such  sentiments  is  that  it  strikes  a 
chord  in  the  heart  of  all  too  many  who  sigh,  “Come  well  or  woe,  my 
status  is  quo.”  The  desire  of  release  from  restraint  and  to  escape  respon¬ 
sibility  by  fleeing  to  far  away  places  either  West  of  the  Divide  or  East  of 
Suez  where  there  ain’t  no  Ten  Commandments,  is  why  sailors  ply  the 
seven  seas  and  girls  leave  home.  The  empty  pew  testifies  of  the  dream  of 
escape.  Many  absent  themselves  from  church  because  they  do  not  want 
to  face  the  music.  Reciting  the  Apostle’s  Creed,  praying  the  Disciple’s 
prayer,  reading  the  Holy  Scripture  and  singing  of  “A  Charge  to  Keep  I 
Have”  reveals  religious  realities  and  life  responsibilities. 

Is  The  Universe  Friendly? 

In  the  days  of  the  Prophets  the  cry  was  heard  throughout  all  the 
land,  "Prophecy  unto  us  smoothe  things.”  The  popular  preacher  of  this 
present  evil  age  is  the  entertainer  who  never  offends  the  sensitive  ears 
of  the  congregation  heeding  their  demands,  preach  the  ‘simple  Gospel’ 
and  let  us  alone.  The  disturbing  message  has  ever  been,  “Let  justice  well 
up  like  waters  and  righteousness  flow  as  an  everlasting  stream”.  Right¬ 
eousness  is  written  into  the  constitution  of  this  moral  universe.  In  answer 
to  any  student  of  philosophy  who  asks,  “Is  the  universe  friendly”?  The 
positive  answer  of  assurance  is,  a  universe  that  is  moral  and  righteous, 
orderly  and  dependable  is  friendly.  A  life  lived  contrary  to  the  moral  laws 
of  the  universe  is  off  the  beam.  Any  civilization  that  gets  off  the  beam 
will  crack  up  and  go  the  way  of  nations  that  have  forgotten  God.  If  we 
could  find  a  social  order  where  there  ain’t  no  Ten  Commandments,  at  its 
best,  it  would  be  a  barbarian  state  in  a  pagan  civilization  of  a  friendless 
universe. 

The  Sophisticated  Age 

We  have  come  a  long  way  since  Kipling’s  day,  yet  in  this  sophisticated 
age  not  a  few  pray  the  prayer  of  the  sailor  of  fortune.  A  nation  of  Sabbath 
breakers,  gamblers  and  drinkers  seek  to  excuse  the  low  morals  by  claim¬ 
ing  the  Commandments  have  served  their  day  for  they  were  guides  for  a 
primitive  people  before  man  became  enlightened.  People  who  believe  the 
best  are  like  the  worst,  call  good  evil  and  evil  good  and  with  glee  they 
agree,  there  is  so  much  good  in  the  worst  of  us  and  so  much  bad  in  the 
best  of  us  it  behooves  any  of  us  to  find  fault  with  the  rest  of  us.  A  mark 
of  refinement  is  to  renounce  responsibility.  The  person  who  is  not  re¬ 
sponsible  is  not  dependable.  Such  are  the  citizens  who  clutter  the  high¬ 
ways  with  discarded  empty  beer  cans.  Living  East  of  Suez,  the  person 
afflicted  with  social  disease  or  an  alcoholic,  is  the  man  of  distinction! 

God's  Commandments  Stand 

This  responsibility  denying  attitude  does  not  have  sanction  of  the 
Scriptures.  In  our  most  sober  moments  we  know  there  is  a  Commander 
beyond  the  Commandments.  For  a  man  to  think  he  can  survive  without 
regard  to  the  Commandments  is  to  pit  his  will  against  the  Will  of  God. 
Obedience  to  the  Will  of  God  is  a  major  theme  of  the  Word  of  God.  The 
Bible  teaches,  obedience  to  God  is  life  and  disobedience  is  death.  Man  of 
earth  has  ever  sought  to  break  the  Commandments  only  to  be  broken  up¬ 
on  them.  God’s  Commandments  stand  today  and  forever  unbroken.  Every 
dictator  has  sought  to  destroy  the  Commandments  of  God  only  to  be 
destroyed  by  the  God  of  the  Commandments.  The  Carpenter  of  Nazareth 
has  built  their  coffins  and  the  Preacher  of  Galilee  has  preached  their 
funerals.  He  has  done  it  before  and  He  will  do  it  again.  So  be  it  with 
tyrants.  The  lesson  of  history  is,  we  do  not  learn  the  lesson  of  history. 

Idolatry,  The  Sin  of  Ihe  Twentieth  Century 

Which  of  the  Ten  Commandments  is  our  age  prone  to  violate?  The 
Sabbath  Day  has  become  the  forgotten  day  for  we  have  made  it  a  holiday. 


Is  murder  the  besetting  sin  of  America?  In  this,  the  bloodest  century  of 
history  because  of  the  ravages  of  two  global  wars  and  more  fatalities  on 
the  nation’s  highways  than  on  the  fields  of  battle,  human  life  is  cheap. 
Is  stealing,  the  sin  of  a  day,  a  crime?  Is  adultery  the  evil  of  an  adulterious 
generation  when  the  divorce  rate  attained  its  apex  in  the  records  of  the 
courts?  The  social  problem  is,  all  too  many  who  seek  divorce  do  so  not 
that  they  may  be  single,  but  that  they  might  get  married.  The  Command¬ 
ment  we  suspect  less,  we  violate  most  for  idolatry  is  the  sin  of  the  20th 
Century.  We  are  not  tempted  to  erect  a  golden  calf  or  bow  before  house¬ 
hold  idols  made  by  the  hands  of  man.  But  an  idol  is  that  to  which  we 
give  our  allegiance.  In  an  age  when  men  are  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than 
lovers  of  God,  the  graven  image  that  results  in  the  violation  of  the  2nd 
Commandment,  is  the  toleration  of  a  way  of  life  contrary  to  the  Lord’s 
way  of  life.  We  are  subtle  idolators  who  have  sold  our  birthright  for 
comfort  and  pleasure,  prosperity  and  security.  Our  idols  are  destroying 
us  even  as  the  idols  of  Jezebel  destroyed  her  and  wrecked  a  kingdom. 
Our  danger  of  destruction  is  not  by  revolution  but  by  delution.  Evil  things 
presist  because  sinful  men  are  not  willing  that  they  should  be  destroyed 
or  because  good  men  lack  intestinal  fortitude.  Intollerance  is  a  Christian 
virtue  for  there  are  sOme  things  no  saintly  soul  can  tolerate,  such  as  pro- 
faining  the- name  of  the  Lord.  The  Church  must  be  given  more  to  praise 
than  the  world  is  given  to  profanity.  There  come  times  when  we  must 
be  intollerant  even  to  surive.  The  challenge  of  the  Motor  Age,  ‘If  you 
drive  don’t  drink  and  if  you  drink  don’t  drive’,  is  far  more  than  a  safety 
slogan.  It  is  an  absolute,  for  the  drinking  driver  is  an  unguided  missel. 
Toleration  is  not  the  mark  of  maturity. 

Toleration  Becomes  Acceptance 

We  can  not  tolerate  some  things  because  we  are  prone  to  accept  the 
thing  we  tolerate.  A  wife  deceived,  tolerates  a  debased  husband  to  save  the 
good  name  of  the  family  and  he  is  accepted  as  a  part  of  the  household. 
Something  like  that  happened  with  the  liquor  traffic.  Almost  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  women’s  organizations  lifted  their  voice  in  protest  to 
an  utterance  from  the  first  lady  of  the  Land,  to  the  effect  that  the 
American  girl  must  learn  how  to  hold  her  liquor.  And  now  two  decades 
later,  there  are  more  bar  maids  than  coeds.  The  two  major  political 
parties  met  in  national  conventions  this  election  year.  Neither  party- 
wrote  into  the  platform  a  plank  declaring  their  position  on  the  liquor 
problem.  It  is  not  so  much  that  they  feared  loss  of  votes,  but  rather  the 
matter  is  not  considered  to  be  an  issue  since  the  thing  we  tolerated  has 
been  accepted  as  a  part  of  the  Amrican  way  of  life,  for  there  are  more 
liquor  out-lets  than  churches. 

The  Law  of  the  Harvest 

The  Law  of  the  Harvest  has  never  been  repealed.  “Do  not  be  deceived; 
God  is  not  mocked  for  whatever  a  man  sows,  that  will  he  also  reap”’. 
Galations  6:7.  The  effects  of  alochol  have  been  repealed.  Jesus  calls  us 
to  a  life  of  sobriety.  So,  “Rise  Up  O  Men  Of  God”  and  declare  liquor  ‘Out 
of  Bounds’  once  and  for  all. 

“Temperance  puts  wood  on  the  fire,  meal  in  the  barrel,  flour  in  the 
bin,  cash  in  the  purse,  credit  in  the  country,  contentment  in  the  home, 
clothes  on  the  back  and  vigor  in  the  body.”  Benjamin  Franklin  said. 

Intolerance  is  Christian  Virtue 

Intolerance  is  a  Christian  virtue  for  “Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord 
thy  God  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  serve.”  Exodus  20:2.  By  intolerant 
obedience  to  an  instrument  that  knows  no  tolerance,  the  compass  is 
the  sailor’s  sure  guide,  for  no  sailor  can  sail  under  two  stars.  No  soldier 
can  fight  under  two  flags  and  no  servant  can  serve  two  masters  “No 
one  can  serve  two  masters;  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the 
other,  or  he  will  be  devoted  to  the  one  and  despise  the  other  You  can  not 
serve  God  and  mammon”.  Matt.  6:  24. 

The  Sailor  of  Fortune  may  yearn  to  be  shipped  somewhere  East 
of  Suez;  but  the  Soldier  of  the  Cross  prays  to  serve  in  God’s  Country 
somewhere  west  of  the  place  called  Calvary  where  “the  Law  of  the 
Lord  is  perfect,  reviving  the  soul,  and  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  is 
sure,  making  wise  the  simple.” 


NOVEMBER  29,  1956 


Page  Five 


A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


SELF-ASSURANCE 

When  we  say  of  a  person,  “He  is  very  sure  of  himself,”  are  we  paying 
a  compliment  or  making  a  criticism?  I  have  asked  this  questiton  of  several 
friends,  and  the  answer  almost  invariably  is,  “That  depends.” 

depend  on  the  degree  and  quality  of  the  self-assurance, 
t  may  make  us  think  of  what  John  Galsworthy  called  a 
‘cockeyed  cocksureness”  which  distorts  the  vision  and 
weakens  the  judgment.  Or  we  think  of  those  bumptious 
self-assured  persons  who  break  into  a  company  or  con¬ 
versation  and  forfeit  the  respect  of  the  more  reserved 
and  thoughtful.* 

When  I  think  of  self-assurance  somehow  there  comes 
to  mind  the  colorful  figure  of  Benvenuto  Cellini,  the 
most  eminent  goldsmith  of  the  Italian  Renaissance  and 
one  of  the  most  important  sculptors.  He  was  ready  in 
action  and  resolute  in  will.  He  made  his  own  tools,  he 
designed  his  own  works  and  executed  them  with  his  own 
hanus,  hammering  and  carving,  modeling  and  casting.  Yet  with  all  his 
brilliant  versatility,  Cellini  pushed  his  self-reliance  to  such  self-conceit 
that  his  character  was  condemned  by  those  who  admired  his  works. 

Too  much  self-assurance  takes  away  the  attractiveness  of  recognized 
talent.  It  hinders  progress  from  good  to  better.  And  it  may  also  keep 
men  from  God’s  help.  In  the  treatment  of  bad  habits  like  that  of  drunk¬ 
enness,  the  victim  must  often  be  brought  to  the  point  where  he  no  longer 
thinks  he  can  manage  himself  and  therefore  puts  his  trust  in  a  Higher 
Power. 

Yet  on  the  other  hand  self-confidence  and  self-reliance  are  regarded 
as  virtues.  Emerson  wrote  that  “self-trust  is  the  first  secret  of  success.” 
How  far  then  is  self-assurance  a  virtue  to  be  encouraged?  Where  does 
its  danger  start? 

Let  us  turn  for  light  to  the  advice  given  by  one  whose  wisdom  has 
helped  to  shape  our  Christian  culture  more  than  any  save  that  of  Our 


Lord  Himself.  In  his  letter  to  the  Romans,  chapter  12  verse  3,  the  Apostle 
Paul  writes:  “By  the  grace  given  to  me  I  bid  everyone  among  you  not  to 
think  of  himself  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think,  byit  to  think  with 
sober  judgment  each  according  to  the  measure  of  faith  which  God  has 
assigned  him.” 

Paul  was  painfully  aware  of  his  own  limitations.  At  one  time  he 
confessed,  “I  do  not  do  the  good  I  want,  but  the  evil  that  I  do  not  want 
is  what  I  do.”  But  he  so  surrendered  his  will  to  Christ  and  comrpitted 
himself  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  that  he  felt  a  surge  of  new  power.  Then 
he  cried,  “I  can  do  all  things  in  him  who  strengthens  me.” 

Or  recall  the  case  of  David  when  he  came  to  the  town  of  Ziklag  and 
found  it  had  been,  devastated  by  his  enemies.  His  troops  were  so  dis¬ 
heartened  they  talked  of  stoning  David.  Then  the  record  is,  “But  David 
encouraged  himself  in  the  Lord.”  What  does  that  mean?  It  must  mean 
David  became  so  aware  of  God’s  presence  that  he  felt  if  God  be  for  him 
it  did  not  matter  who  was  against  him. 

David  drew  from  God  an  assurance  akin  to  that  which  Lincoln  re¬ 
ceived  when  he  was  so  bitterly  attacked  by  critics  in  the  North  as  well  as 
in  the  South.  Lincoln’s  favorite  Scripture  was  the  Thirty-seventh  Psalm. 
Can  we  not  almost  see  the  anxious  lines  of  his  face  change  to  a  calm  firm¬ 
ness  as  he  read;  “Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evildoers,  neither  be  thou 
envious  against  the  workers  of  iniquity  .  .  .  Commit  thy  way  unto  the 
Lord;  trust  also  in  him;  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass.” 

Are  any  of  us  so  self-reliant  we  are  not  affected  by  what  others  think 
of  us?  Most  of  us  tend  to  lose  our  self-assurance  when  we  are  ridiculed 
or  rejected.  Suppose  you  are  a  member  of  Congress.  You  cast  your  vote 
on  an  issue.  Then  telegrams  begin  to  pour  in  attacking  you  for  the  stand 
you  took.  Will  those  attacks  undermine  your  self-confidence?  They  most 
certainly  will  if  your  self  assurance  is  fed  - by  what  people  think.  Self- 
reliance  is  not  self-sustaining. 

How  would  we  like  to  live  in  a  land  like  the  Soviet  Union  where 
the  rulers  look  up  to  no  Divine  Power?  We  saw  how  power  poisoned  the 
mind  of  the  godless  dictator  Stalin.  Does  it  not  give  us  a  sense  of  as¬ 
surance  to  have  leaders,  as  we  have  in  both  of  America’s  political  parties, 
who  acknowledge  a  Higher  Power  as  the  source  of  their  strength? 
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CHURCHES  AND  AUTOMATS 


If  you  were  never  in  New  York  or  Chicago, 
you  may  never  have  seen  an  Automat.  It's  a 
sort  of  “do-it-yourself’  restaurant,  where  you 
walk  down  a  long  line  of  little  glass  doors,  be¬ 
hind  which  are  all  sorts  of  food.  The  cashier 
at  the  front  door  has  changed  your  money  into 
nickels,  and  you  use  them  to  buy  whatever  you 
want.  An  order  of  roast  beef  costs  so  many 
nickels.  You  deposit  that  many  coins,  and  the 
door  then  opens  so  that  you  can  reach  in  and 
get  what  you  paid  for.  Even  coffee  is  delivered 
the  same  way.  Only,  be  sure  to  put  the  cup  and 
saucer  on  the  shelf  before  you  deposit  the 
nickels,  otherwise  you  will  stand  helplessly 
and  watch  your  coffee  go  down  the  drain!  I 
learned  that  the  hard  way. 

Many  of  us  have  become  so  accustomed  to 
putting  money  into  a  slot  and  receiving  what 
we  want,  that  we  often  think  of  the  Church 
as  a  sort  of  divine  slot  machine.  We  send  our 
children,  to  Sunday  School  and  expect  the 
teachers  to  return  them  to  us  as  good  Bible 
scholars,  even  good  Christians,  provided,  of 
course,  that  it  is  the  kind  of  Christianity  that 
fits  us  most  comfortably.  We  pay  our  church 
dues,  and  having  done  that,  we  feel  that  we 
have  a  vested  interest  in  how  the  preacher 
shall  preach  or  act.  We  have  spent  our  good 
money  building  educational  buildings,  and  hav¬ 
ing  completed  the  job,  we  don’t  want  a  lot  of 
riff-raff  attending  the  classes  with  our  own 
children,  so  we  proceed  to  “screen”  our  pros¬ 
pects  for  membership  in  our  Church  schools. 

Christianity,  however,  simply  doesn’t  work 
that  way.  Jesus  didn’t  call  us  saying,  “Come 
unto  me  all  ye  whose  fathers  helped  build  the 
new  church  plant.”  He  said,  “Come  unto  me  all 
ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden.”  He  didn’t 
say,  “I  came  in  order  to  give  the  church  lead¬ 
ers  more  cause  to  boast”.  But  He  did  say  this 
about  His  ministry,  “The  blind  see,  the  dead 
are  raised,  the  lame  walk,  and  the  poor  have 
the  gospel  preached  to  them”. 

Money  never  could  buy  the  love  and  for¬ 
giveness  of  Christ.  Loving  service;  concern  for 
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“WHITTLING  AWAY  AT  THE 
LETHARGY” 

“It  is  important  to  remember  that  indiffer¬ 
ence  or  actual  resistance  to  a  product  does  not 
arise  overnight,”  Paul  de  Guzman,  a  well-known 
specialist  in  advertising,  said  recently  to  others 
in  his  profession.  “There  is  little  reason,  there¬ 
fore,  to  believe  that  this  can  be  broken  down 
in  a  short  time.  ‘Ad’  strategy  must  take  the 
form  of  whittling  away  at  the  lethargy  over  an 
indeterminable  period  of  time  to  transform 
habits  of  non-use  into  habits  of  use.” 

Reading  this  paragraph  made  me  ask  my¬ 
self,  “Is  not  this  the  task  of  the  minister  as  he 
— day  after  day,  week  after  week — confronts 
people  with  the  demands  of  the  Christian  faith 
and  the  purposes  of  the  Christian  church:  ‘whit¬ 
tling  away  at  the  lethargy  over  an  indetermin¬ 
able  period  of  time  to  transform  habits  of  non¬ 
use  (of  Christian  principles  in  every  area  of 
life)  into  habits  of  use.’  ” 

Mr.  de  Guzman  was  one  of  a  group  em¬ 
phasizing  the  value  of  “continuity”  in  the  realm 
of  opinion-forming  and  in  breaking  down  leth¬ 
argy  to  secure  sales  of  t  specific  product.  Such 
persistent  “continuity” — and  the  conclusion  that 
it  attains  its  objective — should  give  courage  to 
the  pastor,  the  counsellor,  the  teacher  of  reli¬ 
gion  who  may  often  be  tempted  to  conclude 
with  the  ancient  harassed  preacher,  “All  is 
vanity!” 

“Basic  continuity,”  says  a  Printer’s  Ink  re¬ 
port,  “consists  of  an  advertising  message  in 
every  issue  of  a  monthly  and  at  least  every 
fourth  issue  of  a  weekly  business  publication.” 
Continuity  of  advertising  gets  readership — and 
readership  gets  sales,  they  concluded.  So  the 
preacher  who  “whittles  away”  Sunday  after 
Sunday  at  the  lethargy  in  the  pew  may  hope 
by  the  “continuity”  of  his  preaching  of  essen¬ 
tials  to  secure  a  “listenership”  that  must  pre- 


our  fellow  men;  humility  before  Him;  this  is 
the  coin  of  Heaven.  This  is  the  currency  of 
God’s  blessing. 


cede  the  transformation  of  habits,  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  Christian  precepts,  and,  finally,  the  ac¬ 
tion  and  living  that  is  Christian. 

I  suppose  this  securing  of  listenership  and 
the  hoped-for  transformation  of  habits  boils 
down  again  to  “communication”  between  pul¬ 
pit  and  pew.  And  there  are  really  only  two 
main  channels  of  such  communication  reaching 
the  brain  and  the  actions  of  the  individual — in 
this  case  the  man  in  the  pew  or  the  man  who 
should  be  in  the  pew.  One  channel  has  been 
called  “the  wagging  tongue  sending  sound 
waves  to  the  receiving  ear”;  the  other  “the 
printed  page  (or  the  writing  hand,  or  the  pic¬ 
ture,  still  or  motion)  sending  light  waves  to 
the  receiving  eye.”  (Yes,  we  learn  some  things 
through  touch,  taste,  and  smell:  but  not  much 
in  comparison  to  eye  and  ear.) 

Sometimes  I  wonder  if,  in  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  and  especially  for  adults,  we  haven’t  been 
depending  too  much  upon  the  ear-channel  (as 
by  preaching)  and  neglecting  the  eye-channel 
(as  by  Bible  reading).  Of  course,  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  “religion”  in  newspapers  and 
magazines  these  recent  years,  ana  some  prog¬ 
ress  has  been  made  via  TV  and  motion  pictures. 
But  we  haven’t  made  too  much  progress  in  the 
“standard  11  a.m.  service,”  have  we?  When  I 
was  a  child,  we  used  to  follow  the  minister’s 
reading  of  scripture  in  our  own  Bibles.  But  how 
many  churches  now  have  Bibles  in  the  pews, 
much  less  use  them  each  week.  Here  might  be 
a  simple  place  to  start  whittling  away  at  leth¬ 
argy  and  start  the  habit  of  Bible  reading  as 
another  means  toward  the  sermon  and  service 
objective. 

I  noted  the  other  day  that  a  study  document 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  suggested 
that  the  Christian  church  needs  the  arts  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  faith:  “religion  is  expressed  most 
profoundly  through  the  forms  which  constitute 
the  proper  concerns  of  art.”  The  “arts”  had  in 
many  cases  and  places  become  so  low  a  few 
centuries  ago  that  the  Protestant  Reformation 
broke  from  them — and  that  breach  needs  heal¬ 
ing  today.  It  staggers  one  to  think  of  what  the 
Christian  church  is  losing — in  attention,  in  com¬ 
munication,  in  interpretation,  in  opinion-form¬ 
ing,  in  habit  transformation — by  failure  to  use 
the  dance,  the  stage,  painting,  sculpture,  litera¬ 
ture  (especially  poetry)  on  a  level  with  sermon¬ 
izing,  hymn-singing,  and  anthem-listening  in 
its  worship  and  education.  ' 
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ARKANSAS  CITY  PROVES 


Pictured  above  is  the  Arkansas  City  Methodist  Church  with  the  recently 
remodeled  Sunday  school  building  on  the  right. 


Novel  Written  By  Louisiana  Minister 

Is  Reviewed 


The  following  is  a  review  of  the  book  "To  God  Alone”,  a  novel  written 
by  the  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson,  pastor  of  the  Marksville,  La.,  Methodist 
Church.  The  review  was  written  for  this  publication  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Scott,  pastor  of  the  Primrose  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


his  mysterious  way  with  all  those 
who  are  faithful  to  him.  Not  to  dis¬ 
appoint  the  reader,  the  severest  test 
of  Yudah  comes  when  he  beholds 
Agatha,  “whose  gauze-like  garment 
gave  her  the  appearance  of  being 
naked”.  The  way  in  which  he  faces 
this  test  and  its  result  gives  an¬ 
other  example  of  the  power  of  faith 
and  a  man’s  true  love.  To  one  who 
has  the  will  to  say,  “To  God  Alone,” 
there  is  always  a  way! 

Author  Weaves  Facts 

Robertson  is  at  his  best  when  he 
weaves  the  threads  of  historical, 
cultural,  >■  and  geographical  facts 
into  a  pattern  which  is  provoca¬ 
tive  and  revealing.  He  moves  eas¬ 
ily  among  the  customs  of  the  time 
and  yet  translates  it  ably  into  pre¬ 
sent  understanding.  The  reader 
feels  that  the  ‘Bible  Lands’  come 
alive  and  are  like  his  own  home 
and  road  to  town.  The  news,  too, 
is  like  the  reading  of  the  morning 
paper:  the  ‘rebels’  making  heroic 
and  yet  hopeless  stands  against 
overwhelming  odds;  the  deporta¬ 
tion  of  slaves;  the  crucifixion  of 
2000  men  at  Sepphoris,  the  tragic 
struggle  for  freedom  continues. 

The  hopelessness  of  the  struggle 
and  its  heroism  is  perhaps  shown 
best  by  the  lepers  and  blind  beg- 
gers.  These  add  their  pitiful  yet  ef¬ 
ficient  bit  to  the  revolt  in  a  most 
exciting  way  and  mingle  their  crys 
of  ‘Unclean!  Unclean!’  with  the 
shout  ‘To  God  Alone!’  These  are 
the  very  ones,  however,  that  Yudah 
is  unable  to  help.  He  cannot  say  to 
them,  ‘Be  clean’  .  .  .  ‘Receive  your 
sight’,  Yudah  knows  he  is  not  the 
Messiah,  although  he  never  indi- 


“To  God  Alone”  is  the  transla¬ 
tion  in  novel  form  of  an  ancient 
battle  cry  and  the  passionate  ex¬ 
pression  of  a  noble  Faith. 

Yudah  of  Gamala,  “a  young  man 
clutching  his  long  Arabian  knife 
.  .  .  taller  than  most  of  the  Jewish 
Pilgrims  .  .  is  filled  with  the 
burning  desire  to  be  loyal  to  the 
God  of  his  fathers  and  to  serve 
faithfully  his  nation.  Yudah  is  not 
conscious  of  any  division  between 
‘God  and  Country’  and  to  serve  the 
one  is  to  serve  the  other.  The  faith 
of  Yudah  is  constantly  challenged 
by  the  ever  present  Roman  eagle 
and  the  ruthless  legionnaires.  The 
occupation  and  rule  by  pagan  Rome 
is  an  insult  to  the  ‘Chosen  People’ 
and  a  sacrilege  before  the  One 
True  God.  The  Romans  understand 
only  one  language,  that  of  the 
swinging  sword.  Against  hopeless 
odds,  Yudah,  sometimes  shouting 
and  sometimes  whispering,  raises 
the  battle  cry,  “To  God  Alone”, 
courageously  accepting  the  chal¬ 
lenge  and  meeting  sword  with 
sword. 

Meriam  is  Faithful 

Meriam,  with  soft,  sweet-smel¬ 
ling  hands,  smooths  the  fever  from 
Yudah’s  whip-striped  back  and  not 
only  brings  healing  but  wins  his 
love.  Yudah  loves  Meriam  dearly 
and  completely  and  it  is  fortunate 
that  she  is  in  sympathy  with  his 
passion  ‘To  God  Alone’.  She  is  ever 
faithful  and  gives  him  the  human 
support  which  every  man  needs  . . . 
and  Yudah  needed  it!  He  is  whip¬ 
ped,  wounded,  kicked,  and  left  for 
dead  .  .  .  surprisingly  always  to 
his  advantage!  Thus  God  works 


Small  Community  Can 
Have  Qrowing  Church 

y  ■ 

By  Methodist  Information 


A  Methodist  Church  is  growing  today  in  a  town  where  it  was  said 
“there  are  just  no  people.” 

The  church  which  now  has  68  members  is  in  Arkansas  City,  once  a 
thriving  community  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  southeast 
part  of  the  state. 

It  was  in  1927  when  a  flood  struck  a  damaging  blow  at  Arkansas 
City,  a  'town  mostly  dependent  on  agriculture.  The  depression  years 
followed;  the  town  suffered  a  severe  loss  of  population;  and  of  .  course, 
the  church  suffered  too.  There  were  almost  too  few  church  members  to 
carry  on  an  active  program. 

Yet  about  two  and  one-half  years  ago,  Mrs.  Carl  Shirron,  an  Arkansas 
City  resident,  believing  strongly  that  “wherever  people  are,  no  matter 
_ _ _ _ _  how  few,  there  is  an  opportunity 


cates  that  he  understands  that  the 
Messiah  will  come  as  a  man  of 
peace,  not  with  a  sword.  Like  the 
Zealots  of  old,  the  Zionists  of  to¬ 
day,  still  shouting  “The  Lord  Our 
God  Is  One  God”,  do  not  realize 
that  salvation  comes  not  by  men 
who  make  crosses  for  one  another 
but  by  One  who  died  upon  The 
Cross  as  a  ransom  for  many. 

Writer  Shows  Wise  Restraint 

Robertson  shows  wise  restraint  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  brings 
Yudah  into  fleeting  and  yet  potent 
contacts  with  Yosef  the  carpenter 
and  his  son.  Like  the  story  of  J@sus 
in  the  Temnle  it  makes  us  stretch 
our  fingers  for  every  bit  that  would 
tell  us  ‘more,  more  about  Jesus’. 
This  drawing  so  near  and  yet  not 
touching  is  most  exciting  to  the 
careful  reader.  He  wants  to  say  of 
Yudah,  “Were  you  there  when  they 
crucified  our  Lord?” 

The  greatest  value  of  Robertson’s 
novel  is  that  some  readers  will  once 
again  ask  seriously  the  question, 
“What  is  the  difference  between 
the  2000  crucifixions  at  Sepphoris 
and  the  Crucifixion  at  Golgotha?” 
Is  it  not,  that  the  cross  on  Golgotha 
lifted  up  the  only  ‘son  of  man’  who 
truly  lived  “To  God  Alone”?  Too 
many  still  follow  Yudah  of  Gamala; 
too  few  follow  Christ  of  Galilee! 


for  a  church”  began  working  to¬ 
ward  an  active  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation. 

Sanctuary  Built  in  1889 

There  were  27  members  when 
the  group  re-organized  and  began 
meeting  in  the  sanctuary  which 
was  constructed  in  1889  and  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  one  of  the  oldest 
church  buildings  still  in  use.  The 
group  got  busy  with  paint  and 
tools,  and  the  sanctuary  was  re¬ 
modeled.  A  Sunday  school  build¬ 
ing  was  added  which  has  kitchen 
facilities.  A  new  roof  was  put  on 
the  parsonage,  and  it  was  rented. 

The  Rev.  Miizon  Mann,  pastor  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Mc- 
Gehee,  travels  the  12  miles  to  Ar¬ 
kansas  City  each  Sunday  morning 
where  he  conducts  a  worship  serv¬ 
ice  at  8:45. 

Average  Attendance  is  50 

There  is  an  average  attendance 
at  the  service  of  about  50;  and 
some  31  children  and  young  people 
attend  the  Sunday  school  session 
which  follows.  Almost  all  of  the 
additional  41  members  gained  since 
the  church  was  re-organized  have 
come  by  profession  of  faith. 

W.  W.  Wren  is  chairman  of  the 
official  board,  and  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  meets  once  each  month  at 
a  fellowship  dinner  to  take  care  of 
church  business. 

A  new  $700  piano  furnishes  music 
for  all  the  worship  services  and 
church  meetings;  and  giving  has  in¬ 
creased  from  between  three  and 
four  hundred  dollars  annually  to 
some  $5,000. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Sponenbarger  heads 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  which  has  a  membership 
of  16.  The  Society  is  now  repairing 
the  windows  in  the  sanctuary,  and 
also  provides  a  nursery  each  Sun¬ 
day  during  the  worship  service. 

Plans  For  Future 

The  Arkansas  City  church  has 
plans  for  the  near  future  for  land¬ 
scaping  and  more  building  im¬ 
provements.  They  have  proved,  and 
will  continue  to  prove,  that  wher¬ 
ever  there  are  aroused  laymen  to 
support  a  church  it  can  be  a  suc¬ 
cess  even  if  it  is  a  community 
tagged  with  the  words  “there  just 
are  no  people.” 


NOVEMBER  29,  1956 


Page  Seven 


NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 

i|||||||l!llllllllllllllllinillll!ll!lllllllll!!!lllll!llllllllllll!lllllllllllllll!lllllll!lll!IIM 


BILL  TRACY  and  Henry  Snyder,  of  DeRidder, 
were  licensed  as  local  preachers  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Conference  held  at  Jennings 
Tuesday,  November  13. 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  Superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  preached  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Sunday  morning, 
Nov.  18,  where  Dr.  George  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor. 

REV.  RALPH  CAIN,  pastor  of  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist’  Church,  Monroe,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Ster- 
lington  Methodist  Church,  Monday,  Nov.  19, 
where  Rev.  W.  M.  Allen  is  pastor. 

BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN  announces  that 
Rev.  Troy  Garrett  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Quitman-Center  Point  Charge  in  the  Ruston 
District.  Also,  Rev.  Byron  Crosby  has  been 
transferred  from  Taylor,  Arkansas  to  Dubach. 

REV.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE,  vice  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  guest  preacher 
Sunday,  Nov.  18,  at  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Amite,  where  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is 
pastor. 

REV.  R.  M.  CROFOOT,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Kinder  was  guest  preacher  in  re¬ 
vival  services  held  at  the  Epps  Methodist  Church, 
Nov.  18-24,  where  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann  is  pastor  of 
the  Epps-Floyd  Charge. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Epps  Methodist 
Church  invited  their  families  and  friends  to 
a  covered  dish  supper,  Thursday  night,  Nov.  14 
at  the  church.  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann  is  pastor  of^, 
the  church. 

THE  OFFICIAL  BOARD  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Slidell  has  announced  that 
the  church  is  sending  the  magazine  Together  to 
all  the  families  of  the  church.  Rev.  John  T.  Red- 
mon  is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  w:  MATTHEWS,  JR.,  preached  in  the 
Union  Thanksgiving  Service  held  in  the 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Algiers,  Thursday,  Nov 
22  at  10  a.m.  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews  is  pastor  ot 
the  Algiers  Methodist  Church. 

REV.  CLARENCE  SNELLING,  Director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Tulane-Newcomb, 
New  Orleans,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday, 
Nov.  25  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Clyde 
C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

A  HARVEST  FESTIVAL  was  held  at  the  Gret-  — 
na  Methodist  Church  Sunday  evening,  Nov. 
18,  in  honor  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh, 
and  his  family.  The  evening  opened  with  a 
“pot  luck”  supper  and  closed  with  a  skit  and  a 
song  session. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN  of  the  Haynesville 
Methodist  Church  are  planning  a  “Ladies 
Night”  meeting  for  their  next  supper  meeting 
December  6.  Mrs.  Ruby  Cochran,  Shreveport, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Rev.  Jack  Midyett  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  W.  D.  MILTON,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  West  Monroe,  was  preacher  at 
the  Union  Thanksgiving  Service  held  at  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  West  Monroe,  Thursday,  Nov. 
22,  at  9:30  a.m.  The  service  was  sponsored  by  the. 
West  Monroe  Ministerial  Association. 

BILL  HOLLAND,  layman  in  the  Greensburg 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  in 
Laymen’s  Day  Services  held  at  the  Pine  Ridge 
Methodist  Church  Sunday,  Nov.  18.  He  is  at 
present  serving  as  Church  School  superintend¬ 
ent.  Pine  Ridge  is  a  church  on  the  Tangipahoa 
charge  where  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth  is  pastor. 

THE  MYF  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Slidell,  observed  Halloween  by  making  per¬ 
sonal  visits  to  the  homes  of  church  members  for 
UNICEF,  and  a  total  of  $105  was  collected.  A 
party  was  held  at  the  church  following  the  vis¬ 
itation.  Rev.  John  T.  Redmon  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


DR.  CARL  F.  LUEG,  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  guest 
preacher  for  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Service, 
Thursday,  Nov.  22,  held  at  the  Trinity  Baptist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles.  George  M.  Kreamer, 
minister  of  music  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
was  in  charge  of  music  for  the  service. 

NION  THANKSGIVING  SERVICES  were 
held  at  the  Haynesville  Methodist  Church, 
Thursday,  Nov.  22  at  9  a.m.  Rev.  Jack  H.  Mid¬ 
yett,  pastor  of  the '  church,  preached,  using  as 
his  subject,  “Living  on  Thanksgiving  Street”. 
Methodist  and  Baptist  choirs  furnished  the 
music  for  the  service. 

AMITE’S  COMMUNITY  Thanksgiving  service 
was  held  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  at 
10  a.m.,  Nov.  22,  according  to  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie.  Speaker  for  the  ob¬ 
servance  was  the  Rev.  Roy  Stockstill,  pastor  of 
the  Amite  First  Baptist  Church.  Dr.  Walter 
Swetman,  pastor  of  the  Amite  and  Areola  Pres¬ 
byterian  Churches,  read  the  scripture  and  offer¬ 
ed  the  prayer.  The  choir  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  furnished  the  music. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  their 
monthly  meeting  at  the  church  Friday,  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  and  served  a  fish  supper,  which  in¬ 
cluded  “hush  puppies”  prepared  by  one  of  the 
ladies  serving  the  meal.  Some  80%  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  were  in  attendance.  President,  Wm.  J. 
Michon,  entertained,  discussion  and  plans  for  the 
December  meeting  were  made.  Dr.  Nathan  H. 
Melbert  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  ANNUAL  Thanksgiving  Service  of  the 
protestant  churches  of  Welsh  was  held  at 
the  First  Methodist  Church,  Thursday,  Nov.  22 
at  9  a.m.  Rev.  Ray  Wallace,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  church  delivered  the  sermon  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  the  Church  of  Christ  participated  in  the 
service.  The  musical  portion  of  the  program 
was  given  by  the  Methodist  Youth  choir  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor,  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  with  Henry  Gillett  at 
the  organ. 

DR.  W.  E.  TRICE,  pastor  of  the  University 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the 
evangelist  in  a  series  of  services  at  the  First 
Methodist,  Church,  Natchitoches,  November  4-9. 
According  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr., 
11  new  members  were  received  during  the  visita¬ 
tion  and  revival  period,  bringing  the  total  for  this 
conference  year  to  68.  The  children,  youth,  and 
chancel  choirs  furnished  the  music  for  the  serv¬ 
ices.  Of  unusual  interest  was  the  150  person 
average  attendance  at  the  five  morning  services 
held  at  7:00  a.m. 

UNION  THANKSGIVING  SERVICES  were 
held  Thursday  morning,  Nov.  22,  at  10  a.m. 
at  the  First  Christian  Church  in  Leesville.  Dr. 
R.  S.  Crawford,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  delivered  the  sermon.  He  was  assisted 
in  the  service  by  Rev.  Oakley  Lee  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  and  Rev.  Aubrey  Boswell  of 
the  East  Leesville  Baptist  Church.  The  choir  of 
the  First  Christian  church  under  direction  of 
Louis  Patrick  was  in  charge  of  music  for  the 
service.  Miss  Janelle  Miller  at  the  organ  and 
Miss  Linda  Kile  at  the  piano  were  accompanists. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  J.  H.  CAIN  of  DeRidder,  were 
guest  speakers  for  the  Methodist  Men’s  ob¬ 
servance  of  “Ladies  Night”  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches,  Nov.  15.  Mrs.  Cain  pre¬ 
sented  scenes  from  the  Holy  Land  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  references  from  the  Bible.  President 
Herman  Taylor,  presided  at  the  meeting  with 
Hugh  Bernard  presenting  the  guests.  Newly 
elected  officers  are:  President,  Carey  Johnson, 
Jr.;  vice-president,  W.  J.  Broach;  secretary,  Pres¬ 
ton  Rushton;  and  treasurer,  N.  B.  Morrison.  Rev. 
George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  WEBB  POMEROY,  associate  professor  and 
acting  head  of  the  Bible  department  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  was  the  speaker 


at  a  joint  meeting  of  three  Masonic  groups  in 
Shreveport,  Tuesday,  Nov.  20.  He  spoke  on  the 
annual  observance  of  Public  School  Week  before 
members  of  the  three  lodges  who  met  at  the 
Masonic  Lodge.  All  Master  Masons,  their  wives 
and  families  of  the  city,  were  invited  guests  for 
the  occasion.  Dr.  Pomeroy  is  a  former  director 
of  youth  work  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Deerford  Methodist  Church  from  1950-52. 

AT  THE  NOVEMBER  4  session  of  the  Quarter¬ 
ly  Conference  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Minden„  Edward  Kennon,  member  of 
the  church,  was  unanimously  recommended  for 
a  license  to  preach.  This  was  a  high  moment  in 
The  life  of  the  church  as  he  was  the  first  appli¬ 
cant,  from  the  church,  for  license  to  preach  in 
20  years.  Rev.  Jack  Cooke  was  licensed  in  1936 
and  Rev.  Leonard  Cooke  in  1930.  Mr.  Kennon 
will  stand  his  first  examination  for  his  license 
at  the  Ruston  District  Conference  Nov.  26,  at 
Trinity  Church  in  Ruston.  He  is  now  attending 
Centenary  College.  Rev.  Dan  Robinson  is  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Minden. 

THE  FIRST  METHODIST  Church  building, 
New  Orleans,  is  being  razed  to  make  way 
for  the  new  Mississippi  river  bridge.  The  church 
has  recently  acquired  Jitle  to  property  at  the 
corner  of  Canal  Street  and  North  Jefferson  Davis 
Blvd.,  where  it  expects  to  build  a  complete 
church  plant  in  the  near  future.  The  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  the  Canal  Street  Methodist 
Church  were  consolidated  several  months  ago,  a 
move  taken  largely  because  of  First  Church’s 
forced  relocation.  The  combined  congregations, 
now  known  as  the  First  Methodist  Church,  are 
now  worshipping  in  the  Canal  Street  property. 
Dr.  N.  H.  Melbert  is  serving  as  pastor. 

A  RECENT  addition  to  the  facilities  of  the 
First  Metohdist  Church  of  Houma,  known 
throughout  the  Conference  as  the  “Cathedral  on 
the  Bayou”,  is  the  installation  of  a  carpet  in  the 
sanctuary  and  chancel  of  the  church.  This  in¬ 
stallation  was  made  possible,  according  to  Houma 
leaders,  through  the  generous  gifts  of  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones  of  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Patterson  of  the  Houma 
v  Church,  and  the  Wesley  Friendship  Class  of  the 
church.  The  pastor,  Rev.  B.  A.  Galloway  writes: 
“This  lovely  carpet  adds'  to  the  dignity  and 
beauty  of  a  most  worshipful  sanctuary.  This 
public  expression  of  appreciation  is  made  to 
these  generous  donors.” 


A  COMMUNITY  THANKSGIVING  service  for 
the  West  Calcasieu  area  was  held  at  the 
Henning  Memorial  Methodist  church  at  8  a.m. 
Thursday,  Nov.  22.  Rev.  Loyd  Williams,  pastor 
of  the  Maplewood  Methodist  church,  delivered 
the  message.  The  scripture  was  read  by  Rev. 
H.  H.  O’Bier,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church 
of  Sulphur.  Invocation  was  given  by  Rev.  S.  C. 
Crouch,  pastor  of  the  First  Christian  church  of 
Sulphur,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Rev.  W.  A.  Mundell,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  of  Sulphur.  Special 
musig  was  provided  by  Miss  Lynnette  Haug,  or¬ 
ganist  and  A1  K.  Reynolds,  vocalist.  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  service  were  directed  by  the  Ward 
4  Ministerial  Alliance. 


SEVEN  CHANGES  in  appointments  were  an¬ 
nounced  last  week  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Mar¬ 
tin  in  pastorates  in  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 
The  changes  were  made  necessary  by  the  recent 
election  and  appointment  of  Rev.  Louis  W. 
Averitt  as  treasurer  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence.  Rev.  A.  J.  Christie,  who  had  been  pastor 
of  the  Grand  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  Hot 
Springs,  was  named  to  succeed  Rev.  Mr.  Averitt 
at  Fordyce.  Rev.  Alfred  I.  Doss,  pastor  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  DeQueen,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  as  the  new  Grand  Avenue,  Hot  Springs, 
pastor.  Rev.  Fred  L.  Arnold,  pastor  at  Hunter 
Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  is  being  assign¬ 
ed  to  the  DeQueen  Church,  and  Rev.  Everett 
Vinson,  serving  as  pastor  at  Lake  Village,  will 
succeed  Rev.  Mr.  Arnold  at  Hunter,  Little  Rock. 
Rev.  Charles  Ashcraft  who  was  serving  the 
Parker’s  Chapel-Pleasant  Grove  Charge  will  be¬ 
come  the  new  Lake  Village  pastor,  and  Rev.  W. 
H.  Sanders,  pastor  at  Douglasville  will  succeed 
Rev.  Mr.  Ashcraft.  Rev.  John  B.  Hays,  associate 
pastor  at  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Hot 
Spring,  was  appointed  the  new  pastor  at  Doug¬ 
lasville.  All  appointments  will  be  effective  De¬ 
cember  1,  according  to  Bishop  Martin. 
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Methodists  Told  N. 

New  Church  Sites 
For  Greater  N.O. 

,  Named 

New  Orleans  will  spill  out  across 
her  new  bridges  and  highways  in  a 
great  rush  to  the  suburbs  in  the 
next  ten  years,  according  to  a  sur¬ 
vey  announced  Friday  by  district 
Methodists. 

Sixteen  widely  scattered  sites  in 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  area  were 
announced  as  the  goals  in  the  $300,- 
000  church  site  purchase  campaign, 
sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Church 
district  board  of  missions. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  French,  general 
chairman  for  the  campaign,  said  the 
sixteen  sites  were  chosen  after  an 
extended  study  as  to  where  tomor¬ 
row’s  church  needs  in  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  district  will  be  centered.  He 
pointed  to  the  importance  of  the 
oil  and  sulphur  resources,  new  in¬ 
dustrial  plants,  and  new  or  project¬ 
ed  bridges,  highways  and  express¬ 
ways  as  factors  in  New  Orleans' 
“future  look”. 

The  sites,  chosen  after  an  extend¬ 
ed  survey,  are  Belle  Chasse,  des 
Allemands,  Westwego-Bridge  City, 
Port  Sulphur  area,  Venice,  Orleans 
Parish  lakefront,  Sherwood  Forest, 
Castle  Manor,  St.  Claude  Heights, 
Jefferson  lakefront,  Jefferson  West 
End,  Jefferson  Hickory  street,  Jef¬ 
ferson  Airline  Park-Green  Acres- 
Bridgedale,  Aurora  Gardens,  Man- 
deville  to  Madisonville,  and  Folsom 
Area,  St.  Tammany. 

The  church  extension  campaign, 
now  in  the  third  week  of  its  pre¬ 
paratory  phase,  will  seek  to  acquire 
building  sites  while  costs  are  com¬ 
paratively  low,  rather  than  waiting 
until  potentially  populous  areas 
have  been  settled  and  land  costs 
have  risen,  Dr.  French  explained. 

The  plan  to  purchase  the  sixteen 
sites  for  future  churches  in  a  single 
district-wide  campaign  was  called 
“unique  in  the  nation”  by  Bishop 
Paul  E.  Martin,  bishop  of  the  Ark- 
ansas-Louisiana  conference. 

Theme  of  the  campaign  is  “In  His 
Name”,  and  in  the  four-week  pre¬ 
paratory  phase,  laymen  are  appear¬ 
ing  each  Sunday  in  the  pulpits  of 
the  42  churches  of  the  district  to 
explain  the  program. 

Selection  of  the  desired  sites  was 
based  on  conferences  with  such 
agencies  as  the  City  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  and  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  others  interested  in  pro¬ 
jections  of  the  city’s  growth.  Yearly 
increase  in  New  Orleans’  population 
was  placed  at  48,000,  and  it  was 
estimated  that  more  than  half  of  the 
new  residents  are  Protestants. 

In  selecting  the  sites,  the  board 
of  missions  planned  for  each  church 
to  have  a  minimum  radius  of  one 
mile  from  which  to  draw  members, 
with  no  church  closer  than  two 
miles  to  another  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  said  the  board  of  mis¬ 
sions  anticipates  wide  community 
use  of  the  projected  suburban 
churches,  both  for  worship  services 
and  for  worthwhile  civic  activities. 
He  said  the  board  foresaw  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  the  churches  to  serve  a 
variety  of  community  needs  as  the 
young  suburbs  grow. 

Members  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  board  of  missions  in¬ 
clude:  Taylor  Caffery,  A.  F.  Han¬ 
son,  Edgar  E.  Cayard,  Dr.  N.  H.  Mel- 
bert,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  Henry  Wal- 
ther,  Jr.,  Dan  J.  Egan,  C.  B.  Pres¬ 
cott,  George  Williams,  S.  S.  Stan¬ 
field,  Walter  P.  Harris,  Howard 
Daughenbaugh. 


.  Will  Expand  Much  In  Next  10  Years 


L  to  R-  Seated,  Dr.  Virgil  Morris,  New  Orleans  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  Bishop  Martin,  Dr.  Robert  W.  French,  general  chairman  of  campaign; 
standing,  Walter  P.  Harris,  J.  B.  Kelley,  and  A.  F.  Hanson,  members  of  the 
campaign’s  steering  committee. 


Noel  Memorial  Names 
Business  Manager 

Harold  J.  Bryant  has  been  named 
business  manager  of  the  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  according  to  a  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  by  J.  Luther  Jordan, 
Jr.,  chairman  of  the  official  board 
of  Noel  Memorial,  and  Dr.  John  J. 
Rasmussen,  Noel  pastor. 

Mr.  Bryant  will  continue  in  his 
present  relationship  as  chairman  of 
the  Shreveport  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  until  January  1,  at  which 
time  he  will  assume  full  responsi¬ 
bility  in  handling  the  business  af¬ 
fairs  at  Noel. 

Mr.  Bryant  has  been  associated 
with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for 
25  years  and  has  concluded  a  12- 
year  period  as  manager  of  the 
Shreveport  office. 

Mr.  Bryant  has  been  a  member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  the  Shreveport  Lions 
Club  and  has  been  active  in  other 
civic  affairs. 

The  Noel  Church  has  grown  from 
1800  to  2900  in  active  membership 
during  the  past  10  years  and  its  an¬ 
nual  budget  exceeds  $100,000. 


Leprosy  Expert  In  N.O. 
This  Week 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Cochrane  of  Lon¬ 
don,  world-renowned  leprosy  ex¬ 
pert,  will  be  in  New  Orleans  for  the 
observance  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of 
American  Leprosy  Missions,  Inc., 
Thursday  and  Friday,  November  29 
and  30,  it  has  been  announced  by 
Dr.  Everett  F.  Hallock,  Southwest 
Area  Representative. 

Technical-medical  adviser  for 
American  Leprosy  Missions,  Dr. 
Cochrane  will  have  dinner  on 
Thursday  evening  with  a  group  of 
local  dermatologists  called  together 
by  Dr.  Lee  D.  McLean,  who  is  to  be 
the  chairman  of  the  New  Orleans 
Chapter  of  American  Leprosy  Mis¬ 
sions. 

On  Friday,  at  noon,  at  the  Medical 
School  of  Tulane  University,  Dr. 
Cochrane  will  give  the  Delta  Omega 
Lecture  during  the  Dean’s  Hour. 

At  8  p.m.  on  Friday,  in  Dixon  Hall 
of  Tulane  University,  Dr.  Cochrane 
will  address  a  public  meeting  to  be 
sponsored  by  the  American  Leprosy 
Missions.  The  public  is  cordially  in- 


Board  Executive 
Speaks  On 
Hold  Land  Tour 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  who  recently 
visited  the  Middle  East  and  the  Holy 
Land,  spoke  and  showed  colored 
slides  at  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church  last  Sunday  night,  Novem¬ 
ber  25.  His  address  was  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  “News  and  Views  of  the  Holy 
Land.” 

Dr.  Sloane,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Education, 
with  offices  at  Centenary  College, 
was  a  member  of  the  Bishop  Dawson 
tour  of  the  Holy  Land  last  summer. 
The  party  included  eighteen  min¬ 
isters  and  two  laymen. 

Ten  countries  were  visited  by  Dr. 
Sloane  and  the  other  members  of 
the  group.  His  lecture  Sunday  night 
concerned  Athens,  Egypt,  and  Pal¬ 
estine,  and  the  pictures  illustrated 
the  land  and  the  people  of  modern 
Palestine  and  Biblicgl  events  of  both 
the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments.  In 
his  lecture,  he  also  discussed  the 
present  Arab-Jewish  conflict  as 
centered  in  the  1947  partition  of 
Palestine  by  the  United  Nations. 


Ringgold  Church  In 
Successful  Revival 

Rev.  Roy  Grant,  pastor  of  the 
Ringgold  Methodist  Church  was  the 
preacher  in  a  series  of  evangelistic 
services  at  the  Ringgold  Church  Oc¬ 
tober  21-28.  Rev.  Roy  Cassells, 
Shonagaloo,  assisted  in  the  services 
and  had  direction  of  the  music. 

As  a  result  of  the  services  and 
other  work  over  a  period  of  several 
weeks,  18  members  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  church,  11  by  vows, 
two  from  other  denominations  and 


vited. 

Following  his  speaking  engage¬ 
ments  in  the  city,  Dr.  Cochrane  will 
spend  time  at  the  U.S.  Public  Health 
Service  Hospital  at  Carville. 

First  leprologists  to  use  D.  D.  S. 
(Diamino-diphenyl-sulfone),  now 
termed  the  drug  of  choice  in  leprosy 
treatment  by  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization,  Dr.  Cochrane  has  just 
returned  from  three  months  on  loan 
from  American  Leprosy  Missions  to 
the  Indian  Government  as  a  con¬ 
sultant  on  national  leprosy  prob¬ 
lems. 


Rodessa  Methodists 
Report  Progress 

The  Rodessa  Methodist  Church, 
Rev.  Marvin  H.  Hockenhull,  pastor, 
has  a  busy  fall  schedule  carrying  on 
the  full  program  of  work  with  92 
members. 

World  wide  Communion  Day  was 
a  time  of  communion,  worship  and 
dedication  with  an  offering.  The 
Wesleyan  Woman’s  Class  shipped  a 
fall  wardrobe  to  their  little  daugh¬ 
ter  at  the  Children’s  Home  in  Rus- 
ton,  the  church  giving  liberally  in 
the  Harvest  Day  offering.  This  class 
has  recently  adopted  an  orphan  boy 
in  Korea  as  a  missionary  project. 
A  regular  monthly  activity,  also,  is 
regular  visitation  and  ministry  to 
“Golden  Agers”,  nine  in  number. 

The  men’s  class  took  a  share  in 
Retired  Minister’s  Homes  as  their 
fall  project.  Two  laymen  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  “1000  Club.”  One  attend¬ 
ed  the  Laymen’s  Retreat  at  Caney 
Lake. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  and  Self- 
Denial  was  a  time  of  prayer,  denial 
and  dedication  closing  with  a  “Quiet 
Day”  on  October  29.  A  substantial 
offering  was  made  for  the  projects. 

UNICEF  on  Halloween  evening 
was  a  time  of  “Trick  or  Treat”  th'e 
children  and  youth  collecting  a  nice 
sum  for  children  in  need,  observing 
a  period  of  fun  and  fellowship,  with 
a  film  strip  shown,  adults  transport¬ 
ing,  leading  and  serving  refresh¬ 
ments. 

The  study,  “Southeast  Asia”,  is  in 
progress  in  the  WSCS  and  the  Junior 
MYF  is  using  the  materials  for  their 
Sunday  afternoon  meetings. 

A  new,  monthly,  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing  Prayer  Group  meets  at  9  to 
9:30  a.m.  in  homes.  The  mid-week 
services  continue  in  the  sanctuary. 

U.  N.  Day  brought  a  message  on 
“Guns  or  Goodwill”  from  the  pastor. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  conducted  (semi-)  quarter¬ 
ly  conference  on  the  past  Thursday 
evening.  Reports  showed  the  work 
in  fine  shape,  and  plans  for  the 
future  being  carried  out. 

Nine  members  of  the  WSCS  at¬ 
tended  the  zone  meeting  in  Belcher, 
the  president  participating  in  the 
program. 

The  minister  attended  the  fall  re¬ 
treat  for  ministers  at  Caney  Lake 
and  is  leading  the  congregation  in  a 
fine  spiritual  manner  in  visitation, 
preaching  and  ministry. 

The  annual  Thanksgiving  service 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
November  21,  in  the  sanctuary. 


five  by  transfer. 

According  to  church  leaders  the 
church  school  is  enjoying  the  high¬ 
est  attendance  in  its  history.  The 
Women’s  Society  has  a  very  active 
program  and  attendance  at  worship 
services  is  the  largest  of  the  history 
of  the  church.  Attendance  at  night 
services  has  tripled  in  the  past 
three  months.  The  Ringgold  church 
has  a  very  active  MYF. 

The  indebtedness  on  the  parson¬ 
age  was  recently  liquidated  and  it 
is  hoped  that  it  may  be  dedicated 
by  Bishop  Martin  in  the  near  future. 
Additional  property  adjacent  to  the 
church  plant  has  been  secured  and 
plans  are  underway  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  for  a  new  church  plant. 

The  official  board  in  its  recent 
meeting  adopted  a  new  budget  for 
the  church  which  added  three  new 
conference  askings  and  increased 
the  World  Service  giving  of  the 
church  more  than  twice  what  it  had 
been, 
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Tenth  Annual 
Commitment  Day 
Features  Youth 

Thousands  of  Methodist  young 
people  will  have  a  special  interest 
in  this  year’s  observance  of  Com¬ 
mittment  Day,  Dec.  2nd. 

The  1956  event  climaxes  an  in¬ 
tensive  Methodist  Youth  fellow¬ 
ship  study  of  alcohol  problems  in 
modern  society  and  is  part  of  the 
youth  Fa’l  Action  Project  “Drink¬ 
ing  and  Christian  Living.” 

This  will  also  be  the  10th  an¬ 
niversary  of  Commitment  Day, 
sponsored  since  1947  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance. 

The  observance  has  grown  stead¬ 
ily  during  the  decade.  In  1955,  Dr. 
Caradine  R.  Hootcn,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  temperance  board,  an¬ 
nounced  that  nearly  75  per  cent 
of  all  Methodist  churches  had  ob¬ 
served  Commitment  Day  “in  some 
wav.”  The  1956  General  Conference 
established  the  event  as  one  of  the 
days  “to  be  observed  on  a  church¬ 
wide  basis.” 

Youth  of  the  church  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  this  year  in  a  unique  service 
of  worship  which  includes  the  en¬ 
tire  church  family.  A  major  part 
of  the  1956  MYF  Fall  Action  Pro¬ 
ject  is  “the  big  idea”  of  encourag¬ 
ing  thousands  of  youth  to  commit 
their  lives  to  abstinence  as  “a  part 
of  Life’s  Stewardship.”  Commit¬ 
ment  Day  materials  suggest  that 
Christians  must  consider  drinking 
in  light  of  their  stewardship  of 
body,  time  and  money. 

Franklin  MYF 
Names  Area  Leaders 

The  Franklin  MYF  has  recently 
named  area  leaders  for  various 
phases  of  the  group’s  work. 

They  include:  citizenship  and 
outreach,  Janice  Ayers,  chairman; 
Gene  Longman,  Brenda  James, 
Carol  Ahn  Cusimano,  Beverly  Hen¬ 
ning,  and  Adriene  Tibbs;  faith  and 
witness:  Keith  Erwin,  chairman, 
William  James,  Laura  Beth  Shipp, 
Charles  Bell,  Sara  Todd,  Charlotte 
Tibbs,  and  Jane  Markerson. 

Fellowship  area:  Lorrie  Henslee, 
chairman;  Josie  Hanagriff,  Sidney 
Longman,  Wayne  Morris,  Hoyt 
Ayres,  John  Moore,  and  James 
Peterson. 

Officers  for  the  year  are:  presi¬ 
dent,  Luther  Youngblood;  vice  pre¬ 
sident,  Bobby  Herring;  secretary, 
Betty  Carr;  treasurer,  William 
James;  and  publicity  chairman, 
Mary  Kirk  Kelly. 

The  group  had  a  hayride  and 
weiner  roast  Oct.  20,  at  Cabot, 
Park. 

LAFAYETTE  GROUP 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 

The  Intermediate  MYF  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette, 
have  recently  elected  officers. 

They  are:  Conner  Ammerman, 
president;  Sally  McBride,  vice  pre¬ 
sident;  Melissa  Titsworth,  secre¬ 
tary;  Benjie  Rougeau,  treasurer; 
Enette  Scott,  ninth  grade  repre¬ 
sentative;  Tony  Smith,  eigth  grade 
representative;  Jane  Wiley,  seventh 
grade  representative;  and  Carolyn 
Bean,  reporter. 

The  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry  is  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  Methodist;  and  the  Rev. 
Ira  Robinson  is  associate  pastor. 


WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 

Grace  Curtiss 

The  Grace  Curtiss  Sub-district 
MYF  met  Monday  night,  Nov.  12, 
at  Marmaduke;  and  voted,  as  a 
Christmas  project,  to  buy  gradua¬ 
tion  rings  for  the  three  seniors 
who  live  at  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home. 

A  deadline  for  the  essays  on 
“Alcohol,  Society,  and  Me”  was  set 
for  Feb.  11,  with  the  first,  second 
and  third  prizes  ,to  be  $10,  $7.50, 
and  $5,  respectively. 

The  evening  program  was  based 
on  a  discussion  of  “Alcohol  and  the 
Church’s  Stand  Against  It.”  The 
group  was  divided  into  smaller 
groups  for  20  minute  sessions,  and 
then  the  whole  group  met  again 
in  the  auditorium  to  discuss  the 
questions  brought  up  by  the  sub¬ 
groups.  Refreshments  of  cookies 
and  sodas  were  enjoyed  by  all 
those  present.  By  Lou  Ann  Gibson, 
Reporter. 

Ruston-East 

The  Ruston-East  MYF  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  meeting  was  held  at  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Nov.  12. 

Danny  Steere,  president,  presid¬ 
ed,  and  the  secretary  read  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  last  meeting,  and  called 
the  roll.  Chatham  MYF  won  the 
attendance  banner  for  the  fourth 
straight  time. 

The  group  voted  to  have  the 
Blackfoot  Indians  as  its  project  for 
the  cbming  year,  and  the  program 
for  the  meeting  included  planned 
recreation. 

The  next  meeting,  according  to 
the  group’s  reporter,  Betty  Wilder, 
will  be  Dec.  10,  at  Chatham. 

Galloway-Tollison 

The  regular  meeting  of  the 
Galloway-Tollison  sub-district  of 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
was  held  Monday,  Nov.  12,  at  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Clarendon. 

The  sanctuary,  lighted  and  de¬ 
corated  with  candles  and  flowers, 
served  as  the  setting  for  a  program 
of  inspirational  music  presented  by 
the  Clarendon  Youth  Choir  and  or¬ 
ganist.  Following  this,  a  group  of 
young  people  presented  a  panel 
discussion,  “Alcohol  Talks  to 
Youth.” 

E.  Clay  Bumpers 

The  E.  Clay  Bumpers  Sub-dis¬ 
trict  met  in  Helena,  Nov.  12,  where 
a  group  of  North  Arkansas  Con¬ 
ference  officers  conducted  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Officers  participating  included: 
Logan  Cothran,  president;  Harold 
Wells,  vice  president;  and  David 
Teague,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  faith.  All  are  students  at  Hend¬ 
rix  College,  Conway,  and  were 
presenting  a  youth  program,  as  a 
group,  for  the  first  time.  By  Janet 
Hixon,  secretary. 

Hardy  Youth 
Sponsor  Program 

The  Hardy  MYF  sponsored  a 
special  service  including  the  show¬ 
ing  of  colored  films  at  the  Hardy 
Happy  Hour,  Sunday  night,  Oct.  21. 

Mrs.  Kathleen  Barns.  Batesville, 
showed  pictures  she  took  on  a  re¬ 
cent  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  A  large 
group  attended  the  service.  The 


Bishop  Dedicates  Gilliam’s 
New  Youth  Building 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  28,  at  5:30  p.m.,  the  new  Gilliam  Youth  Building  was 
formally  dedicated  and  presented  to  the  Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  accepted  the  gift  and  delivered  the  dedication 
message. 

The  chapel,  located  directly  across  the  street  from  the  new  Methodist 
Church  and  constructed  of  matching  brick,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Reuben 
Tom  Douglas,  a  well  known  Caddo  parish  planter  and  long-time  member 
of  the  Gilliam  church,  in  memory  of  his  late  wife,  Lucy  Parsons  Douglas,  a 


lifelong  worker  in  the  interests  of  the 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

WHICH  WAY? 

Advice  to  the  younger  generation 
has  always  been  in  order  in  every 
age.  In  fact  one  can  find  in  vari¬ 
ous  forms  of  religion  imperatives 
which  point  youth  to  the  way  to 
life. 

“Be  moderate,  know  thyself 
said  the  religion  of  the  Greeks. 
Self-knowledge  is  of  very  great 
importance  in  the  modern  world. 
Most  of  the  emotional  problems 
which  we  face  are  the  result  of  our 
failure  in  this  area.  We  don’t  know 
who  we  are,  and  we  are  sure  why 
we  act  the  way  we  do.  But  is  self- 
knowledge  enough? 

“Be  strong,  order  thyself,”  said 
the  religion  of  Rome.  The  disci¬ 
pline  of  Roman  legion  in  conquer¬ 
ing  the  world  is  well-known  to  all 
Latin  students  and  a  few  others  as 
well.  Rome  ruled  the  world  be¬ 
cause  it  emphasized  strength  and 
discipline  in  the  area  of  armed 
might.  It  was  defeated  because  it 
had  no  moral  discipline  that  gave 
spiritual  strength  without  which 
any  nation  or  any  individual  will 
fail  and  fall. 

“Be  superior,  correct  thyself,” 
said  Confucius,  among  other  things 
he  said.  This  is  good  advice  to  one 
who  seeks  to  slough  along  through 
life  in  a  sloppy  fashion.  One  is  call¬ 
ed  to  seek  perfection  even  though 
none  may  attain  it.  This  is  good 
advice,  but  how  can  you  lift  your¬ 
self  by  your  own  shoestrings? 

“Be  disillusioned,  annihilate  thy¬ 
self,”  suggests  Buddhism.  Is  there 
anyone  who  hasn’t  desired  to  ac¬ 
cept  that  suggestion  at  times?  But 
one  cannot  hope  to  live  if  he  ap¬ 
proaches  life  with  the  hope  to  es¬ 
cape  its  dullness  and  its  human¬ 
ness. 

“Be  submissive,  bend  thyself,” 
is  Mohammedianism’s  suggestion. 
The  disciplines  which  are  imposed 
by  members  of  this  religious  faith 
are,  many  of  them,  very  wholesome 
and  worthy  of  our  acceptance.  For 
instance,  their  disciplines  call  for 
total  abstinence  from  alcoholic 
beverages.  Certain  phases  of  life 
call  for  submission,  but  life  needs 
also  to  be  aggressive  in  certain 
moral  areas  of  social  action  where 
Mohammedianism  is  quiet. 

“Be  holy,  conform  thyself,”  says 
Judaism.  Here  in  the  faith  out  of 
which  Christianity  came  one  can 
find  the  strength  that  comes  from 
adherence  to  the  laws  of  God.  As 
one  sees  the  growth  in  the  Hebrew 
concept  of  God  down  through  the 
Old  Testament  he  is  aware  of  the 
importance  of  this  characteristic  of 
holiness  before  God.  One  must  be¬ 
ware  that  he  does  not  bog  down  in 
a  legalism  which  strains  at  the  let¬ 
ter  of  the  law  and  misses  the  spirit 


Rev.  Lee  Anderson  is  pastor  at 
Hardy;  and  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Lee  And¬ 
erson  is  associate  pastor  . 


youth  of  Gilliam  and  its  vincinity. 

Miss  Helen  Burr,  of  Gilliam,  who 
reported  the  event,  said  the  altar 
of  the  church  was  strikingly  beau¬ 
tiful  with  its  snowwhite  cover  of 
slinoer  satin.  “Centering  the  altar 
table  was  a  picture  of  Mrs.  Doug¬ 
las,”  she  said;  and  “flanking  it  on 
one  side  was  a  large  white  iron¬ 
stone  container,  holding  an  ar¬ 
rangement  of  specimen  orchid  Doty 
chrysanthemums,  interpersed  with 
purple  pompoms  and  leatherleaf 
fern.  Trailing  the  table  were  other 
miniature  chrysanthemums  of  or¬ 
chid  hue  to  where  an  open  Bible 
before  a  small  cross  was  placed.” 

Prior  to  the  dedication  service 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Lynn  of  Gilliam  render¬ 
ed  a  prelude  number  on  the  chapel 
piano,  also  a  gift  from  Mr.  Doug¬ 
las.  The  call  to  worship  was  made 
by  the  Rev.  James  Beasley,  offici¬ 
ating  minister  of  the  Gilliam  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  with  the  congregation 
reading  responsively.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Beasley  also  delivered  the  invoca¬ 
tion.  The  scripture  lesson  was  read 
by  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Shreveport 
district  superintendent,  after  which 
Bishop  Martin  brought  the  dedica¬ 
tion  message. 

Using  as  his  theme,  Henry  Van 
Dvk°’s  famous  quotation:  “Four 
Things  Which  a  Man  Must  Do,” 
Bishop  Martin  praised  the  work  of 
such  men  as  Mr.  Douglas,  who,  like 
Van  Dyke’s  hero,  “Love  God  and 
their  fellow  men  sincerely.” 

Following  the  dedication  message, 
Mr.  Douglas  officially  presented  the 
chapel,  together  with  a  deed  to  the 
building  and  its  three  surrounding 
lots,  offering  them  as  a  gift  from 
(Continued  on  page  15) 

COACH  SPEAKS  TO  MYF 

The  senior  department  of  the 
MYF  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  New  Iberia,  had  Coach 
George  Crowson,  head  track  coach 
and  assistant  football  coach  at  the 
New  Iberia  High  School,  as  guest 
speaker,  Sunday,  Nov.  11,  at  the 
group’s  evening  meeting. 

The  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  the 
First  Methodist  pastor. 


which  gives  life  to  the  legal  de¬ 
mands  of  God’s  way. 

“Be  Christ-like,  give  thyself,” 
says  Christianity.  While  there  is 
something  of  good  for  youth  in 
most  of  the  above  statements,  they 
really  get  their  meaning  from  this 
word  of  the  Christian  faith.  If  one 
is  Christ-like  and  is  willing  in  His 
spirit  to  give  of  himself  in  faith 
and  service,  then  he  will  have  self- 
knowledge  that  comes  from  Jesus’ 
revelation  of  God.  He  will  have 
strength  that  comes  from  the  spiri¬ 
tual  dynamic  of  the  Christian  faith. 
He  will  seek  to  correct  himself 
according  to  the  standards  of  Jesus. 
He  will  impose  the  disciplines  of 
discipleship  and  find  holiness  in 
conformity  to  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
Christ  furnishes  the  true  answer. 
His  way  can  be  youth’s  way  to  life 
that  is  joyous  and  effective .  in 
Christian  living. 
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Little  Rock  Conference  Elects  Two  Officers 


Mrs.  M.  E.  S’cott,  president  of  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  an¬ 
nounces  that  the  research  commit¬ 
tee  submitted  the  names  of  two 
women  to  the  executive  committee 
of  the  conference  for  election  to  fill 
vacancies  on  the  board  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hend¬ 
erson  as  president  and  the  election 
of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scott,  former  vice- 
president,  to  succeed  her. 

Those  elected  are:  Mrs.  George 


season. 

Organ  music,  special  solos,  hymns, 
tions  were  given  by  local  members 
also. 

Guest  speakers  were:  Rev.  D.  L. 
McGuire,  conference  secretary  of 
Missionary  Education,  pastor  of 
Park  Avenue  church;  Rev.  George 
Harbuck,  pastor  Broadmoor 
Church,  who  each  spoke  of  the 
theme  in  keeping  with  the  total 
program  of  our  work  in  the  society 
and  the  local  church  challenging 
us  in  the  steward'dim  of  our  lives 
in  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Local  pastors  and  the  district 
superintendent  gave  invocations, 
benedictions  and  words  of  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  work. 

A  large  group  of  district  officers, 
headed  by  the  president  and  vice 
president,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Patterson  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Loombs,  were  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  all  of  the  meetings.  The 
Crusade  for  Membership  for  1956- 
57  was  given  at  each  meeting.  Of¬ 
ferings  were  very  liberal. 

The  attendance  was  over  200 
from  a  majority  of  the  47  societies 
with  several  district  members  pre¬ 
sent. 

Two  new  societies  have  been  or¬ 
ganized  this  period,  Noble  and 
Blanchard.  The  Blanchard  Society 
attended  and  was  presented.  Pre¬ 
sidents  are:  Mrs.  A.  J.  Julian,  No¬ 
ble;  Mrs.  Wilbarks,  Blanchard; 
Pastors  are:  Rev.  J.  W.  Lawton  and 
Rev.  James  Jones  who  invited  dis¬ 
trict  officers  and  personally  assist¬ 
ed  in  organizations. 

The  meetings  were  planned  in 
cooperation  with  the  district  pro¬ 
gram  committee,  by  the  zone  lead¬ 
ers:  Mrs.  Rupert  Coles,  Zone  1.; 
Mrs  B  W.  Goss.  Zone  2  ;  Mr?.  C.  E. 
McGowan,  Zone  3.  These  leaders 
presided  and  conducted  their  meet¬ 
ings  in  a  very  fine  manner,  show¬ 
ing  spiritual  advance  preparation 
and  thorough  cultivation  in  their 
zones.  Places  of  meetings  were: 
Belcher.  Logansport,  and  Ellerbe 
Road.  Each  of  the  societies  with 
their  local  women,  presidents,  and 
vice  presidents,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Wal¬ 
dron.  Mrs.  B.  E.  Stephens.  Mrs.  J. 
L.  Pittman,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Ray  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Day  had  prepared 


Meyer,  Little  Rock  as  vice-presi- 
den  and  Mrs.  Howard  Elder,  El 
Dorado,  to  succeed  Mrs.  Meyer  as 
secretary  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions. 

Mrs.  Meyer  has  served  the  con¬ 
ference  as  secretary  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  and  Supply  work, 
and  the  Hope  District  as  secretary 
of  Youth  Work.  Mrs.  Elder,  has 
been  Camden  district  secretary  of 
Christian  Social  Relations. 


scripture  readings,  opening  medita- 


everything  for  the  meetings  with 
coffee,  and  dainty  cookies  preced¬ 
ing  each  meeting,  and  two  closed 
with  delicious  lunches. 

The  beautiful  sanctuaries,  social 
ha1  Is  and  prayer  rooms  were  lovely 
settings  for  such  gatherings  of 
Methodist  women. 

The  minister’s  wives  were  evi¬ 
dent  in  their  attendance  and  pro¬ 
gram  participation.  One  minister 
transported  the  women  from  his 
two  churches  to  the  meeting.  (Rev. 
T.  O.  Rorie,  Jr.,  Grand  Cave-Sone- 
wall) 

The  cooperation  of  our  district 
superintendent  and  all  members 
keeps  our  district  100%  organized 
and  furthers  the  progress  of  the 
work  in  an  effective  manner. 

Resident  conference  officers  are 
very  helpful  with  their  advice, 
participation  and  work. 

Reports  of  the  Observance  of  the 
Week  of  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  is 
gratifying.  North  Highland,  First, 
Bo-sier  City  and  Mansfield  extend¬ 
ing  invitations  for  future  meetings. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

By  Mary  Fowler 
Mile.  Madeleine  Barot,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Department  of  Co¬ 
operation  of  Men  and  Women  in 
Church  and  Society,  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  told  a  conference 
of  relief  workers  in  Switzerland 
recently  that  two  aspects  of  inter¬ 
church  aid  which  had  created  “for 
us  in  France  great  difficulties  and 
also  controversies”  at  the  same 
time  it  brought  great  spiritual  re¬ 
wards.  These  are,  she  said,  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  fraternal  workers  from 
other  countries  and  the  surplus 
commodities  program  of  Church 
World  Service,  USA.  The  presence 
in  France  of  workers  from  aboard 
and  the  change  in  attitude  towards 
them  on  the  part  of  French  Pro¬ 
testants  is  “not  just  an  attraction 
of  picturesque  and  colorful  ecu¬ 
menism  nor  the  need  for  persons,” 
Mile.  Barot  declared.  “Although 
not  often  expressed  in  theological 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

At  the  Family  Night  at  Farmer- 
ville  Methodist  Church  held  on 
October  24  which  was  the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  Week  of  Prayer  actually 
began  a  family  devotional  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Downs,  Robert,  Hollis, 
and  Jane.  Announcement  was 
made  by  Mrs.  James  Tinsley  that 
the  Week  of  Prayer  would  begin 
the  next  day  and  mimeographed 


terms  it  is  the  recognition  that  the 
Church  is  not  bound  by  political 
or  national  boundaries,  that  the 
Church  is  a  reality  which  trans¬ 
cends  culture  and  traditions,  and 
that  there  is  a  need  to  see  this  and 
show  this  clearly  to  everybody,  also 
in  the  local  congregations.  It  is  the 
acceptance  of  the  fact  that  home 
missions  everywhere  are  a  common 
responsibility  of  the  Christians  all 
over  the  world.”  Mile  Barot  re¬ 
minded  the  group  that  France  is  a 
country  where  the  Protestant 
churches  are  numerically  small 
and  suffer  from  “a  minority  com¬ 
plex”  which  has  held  them  back 
from  political  and  social  responsi¬ 
bilities  for  such  a  long  time.  This 
complex,  she  said,  is  minbled  with 
“a  sense  of  isolation  and  loneliness, 
a  longing  for  Christian  fellowship.” 


Methodist  women  of  nine  south¬ 
eastern  states  and  Cuba  have 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


Balance  brought  forward  . $  9,522.95 

RECEIPTS 


Pledge: 

W.S.C.S . 

...$11,155.18 

W.S.G . 

.  3,578.08 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S . 

350.00 

W.S.G . 

125.00 

Result  study: 

151.10 

W.S.C.S . 

W.S.G . 

24.00 

In  Remembrance: 

W.S.C.S . 

67.50 

W.S.G . 

10.00 

Supply— Home : 

W.S.C.S . 

956.36 

W.S.G . 

161.70 

Supply— Foreign : 

W.S.C.S . 

941.60 

W.S.G . 

130.90 

Week  Prayer: 

W.S.C.S . 

.  3,251.01 

W.S.G.  . 

791.00 

Narcotic  Education: 

W.S.C.S . 

812.15 

W.S.G . 

113.05 

Supplementary,  W.S.C.S.  25.00 

Miscellaneous: 

W.S.C.S . 

5.00 

W.S.G . 

3.75 

Total— W.S.C.S . 

. $17,714.09 

Total— W.S.G . 

4,937.48 

Total  from  District  Treasurers  $22,652.38 

OTHER  RECEIPTS 

Membership  &  Pin  . 

. $  26.50 

M.Y.F . 

318.99 

Children  . 

13.60 

Sale  Car  . 

375.00 

Total  other  receipts  ... 

$  734.09 

.  734.09 

Total  to  be  accounted 

for  . $32,909.42 

DISBURSEMENTS 

TO  DIVISION 

Pledge : 

W.S.C.S . 

. $10,012.83 

W.S.G . 

.  3,602.08 

Memberships : 

W.S.C.S . 

350.00 

W.S.G . 

. 125.00 

Remembrance  Gifts: 

W.S.C.S . 

67.50 

W.S.G . 

10.00 

M.Y.F.— W.S.C.S . 

318.99 

Children— W.S.C.S . 

.  13.60 

Total— W.S.C.S . 

. $10,762.92 

Total— W.S.G . 

. $  3,737.08 

Total  on  Appropriations  . $14,500.00 

Week  Prayer: 

W.S.C.S . 

. $  3,251.01 

W.S.G . 

sheets  of  prayers  for  each  day  giv¬ 
ing  the  mission  post  for  each  day 
were  given  to  each  family. 

The  Woman’s  Society  and  GUILD 
of  the  Farmerville  Church  held 
their  Week  of  Prayer  observance 
jointly  on  Tuesday  evening  Octo¬ 
ber  30.  A  good  representation  of 
both  groups  heard  women  of  both 
the  Woman’s  Society  and  GUILD 
presented  challenging  talks  regard¬ 
ing  the  missions  specified  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  offering  this  year.  Mrs. 
W.  V.  Sirman,  pianist,  and  Mrs. 
Joe  Rogers,  soloist,  added  the 
beauty  of  music  to  the  inspiring 
program.  Mrs.  James  Tinsley  was 
the  capable  leader.  An  appropriate 
worship  center  prepared  by  Mrs. 
Caldwell  Harris  featured  a  cross 
with  the  names  WSCS  and  GUILD 
inscribed  on  it.  From  this  cross 
were  streamers  pointing  out  the 
five  mission  posts  which  were  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  large  world  globe. 

Following  the  worship  program 
the  Wesleyan  Guild  was  the  host 
to  a  fellowship  hour  honoring 
members  of  the  WSCS.  The  Guild 
colors  were  carried  out  in  the  yel¬ 
low  floral  centerpice  and  blue  nap¬ 
kins,  and  petit  fours  which  were 
decorated  in  both  colors.  Mrs. 
Chester  Reid,  Guild  president, 
poured  fruit  punch  from  a  crystal 
bowl.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting  Mrs.  Gordon  Weaver, 
WSCS  president,  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  of  her  group  to  the 
Guild  for  the  delighted  fellowship 
hour  enjoyed  by  all. 


Supply— Home  : 

W.S.C.S . . .  956.36 

W.S.G .  161.70 

Suoply— Foreign : 

W.S.C.S .  941.60 

W.S.G.  .  130.90 

Supplementary,  W.S.C.S.  25.00 

Pins— W.S.C.S .  4.50 

Division  Cultivation: 

W.S.C.S .  37.35 

Total— W.S.C.S . $  5,215.82 

Total— W.S.G . $  1,083.60 

6  299.42 

Total  to  Division  . . $20,799.42 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS 
COOPERATIVE— 

Car  Expense  . $  376.86 

Booneville  Project  .  99.99 

Sunshine  Fund  .  25.00 

Narcotic  Education  .  250.00 

ADMINISTRATIVE— 

District  Cultivation  . $  883.92 

Conference  Cultivation  ....  484.69 

Jurisdiction  Cultivation  ...  448.23 

Ex.  Committee  Meals .  50.00 

Miscellaneous  .  53.01 


$  2,671.70 

Total  other  disbursements  . $2,671.70 

Total  disbursements  .  23,471.12 

Balance  in  bank  .  9,438.30 

Total  amt.  accounted  for  $32,909.42 

— Mrs.  William  Hall,  Treasurer 
SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS 
BATE S  VILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult :  Mrs. 
Helen  McCormack,  Calico  Rock.  Baby: 
Angelee  DuPree,  Weldon. 

CONWAY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  Lee 
Cheek.  Atkins,  Elizabeth  Poole,  Conway 
W.S.G.  Youth:  David  Newell  Cooley,  Rus¬ 
sellville. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  —  Adult: 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Burns,  Siloam  Springs:  Mrs. 
Lois  Jean  Good,  Lincoln  W.S.G.  Baby: 
Jessica  Lynn  Starkey,  Siloam  Springs 
W.S.G.;  Donna  Carol  Kooker,  Rogers  W.S. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT:  Adult:  Mrs. 
H.  K.  Barwick,  Jr.,  Wynne. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT— Adult :  Mrs.  F. 
H.  Stephens,  Mrs.  Joe  Taylor,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Gregg,  Fort  Smith  First  Church;  Bonnie 
Dickerson.  Fort  Smith  First  W.S.G.  Baby: 
Cindy  Swisher,  Fort  Smith  First  Church. 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT  —  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Davis,  Truman;  Mrs.  Dsssa  Norton,  Hick¬ 
ory  Ridge;  Mrs.  Ruth  Durham,  Mrs.  Allie 
Griffith,  Manila.  Youth:  Mary  Jane  Melton, 
Jonesboro  First  Church. 

SEARCY  DISTRICT— Adult:  Mrs.  Minta 
Harville,  Mrs.  Louella  Stanley,  Augusta: 
Miss  lone  Akers,  Harrison  W.S.G. 


Zone  Meetings  In  Shreveport  District 

The  fall  zone  meetings  of  Shreveport  District  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  were  held  recently  in  all  Zones  with  well  planned 
programs  centered  around  the  Quadrennial  goals  .using  the  theme,  The 
Spirit  of  Christ  for  all  of  life,”  emphasizing  the  local  church  Quadren¬ 
nial  emphasis. 

The  goals  were  lifted  up  by  members  of  local  societies  m  pre¬ 
sentation  by  personal  testimony,  talks  and  meditations  using  a  flip 
chart  and  posters  for  visual  aid. 

Worship  settings,  made  by  local  members  depicted  the  theme  m 
a  wonderful  manner.  Floral  arrangements  were  in  keeping  with  the 
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Urges  More  Churches  Have  Part 
In  Resettlement  Program 

Less  than  seven  per  cent  of  the  Methodist  churches  in  the  United  States 
'are  taking  an  active  part  in  the  refugee  resettlement  program,  according 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Lee,  secretary  of  promotion  of  the  program  under 
the  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief. 

Of  the  39,854  Methodist  congregations  across  the  country,  only  approxi¬ 
mately  2,500  have  given  assurance  for  the  resettlement  of  refugees  under 
the  provision  of  the  Refugee  Relief  Act.  MCOR,  acting  as  agent  for  the 
church,  will  be  allowed  to  bring  5000  refugees  into  the  U.S.,  provided 

assurances  are  processed  before  De-  _ _ _ 

cember  31,  1956. 


“It  is  discouraging  that  more 
churches  have  not  taken  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  for  service,  but 
there  is  still  time  if  they  act  fast,” 
Miss  Lee  said.  She  explained  that 
refugees  are  applying  in  greater 
numbers  than  ever  before  and  said 
that  MCOR  would  have  at  least  500 
refugee  applications  for  sponsors 
within  the  next  two  months. 

“MCOR  is  signing  temporary  as¬ 
surances  for  all  applicants,  which 
will  allow  processing  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  before  the  expiration  of  the 
Act,”  Miss  Lee  announced.  She  add¬ 
ed,  however,  that  MCOR  would  de¬ 
pend  on  individual  churches  to  pro¬ 
vide  work  and  housing  for  the 
refugees  when  they  actually  arrive. 

Churches  interested  in  the  pro¬ 


gram  should  contact  Miss  Elizabeth 
M.  Lee,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
11,  New  York. 

Bible  Reader's 
Service  Available 

Reader’s  Guides  for  the  Bible 
Readers’  Service  sponsored  by  the 
Department  of  Christian  Education 
of  Adults,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  are  now  available  on  nine 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Cox, 
who  has  responsibility  for  this  phase 
of  the  department’s  work. 

The  guides,  in  order  of  their  pro¬ 
duction,  are  on  Mark,  Matthew, 
John,  Luke,  Acts,  First  and  Second 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


Christian  Education 

Attention:  Church 
School  Superintendents 

A  revision  of  Methodist  Church 
School  Superintendents  (8281-BC) 
is  just  off  the  press. 

This  booklet  has  been  revised  to 
conform  to  legislation  enacted  by 
the  1956  General  Conference.  It 
contains  a  discussion  of  the  duties 
and  relationships  of  the  church 
school  superintendent,  the  member¬ 
ship  cultivation  superintendent,  and 
the  superintendents  of  the  three 
age-group  divisions. 

Perpared  by  the  Division  of  the 
Local  Church,  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation,  the  booklet  is  a  must  for 
Methodist  church  school  superin¬ 
tendents.  It  is  available  from  all 
branch  houses  of  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House.  The  price  is  15  cents. 

Discourages 
Decision  Day 

Nashville,  Tenn. — “We  believe  it 
is  more  consistent  with  dynamic 
Christian  education  to  recognize  de¬ 
cision  as  an  essential  active  element 
of  the  process  of -Christian  nurture 
and  the  growth  of  Christian  person¬ 
ality  than  to  limit  it  to  a  ‘Decision 
Day’.” 

On  the  basis  of  that  judgment, 
staffs  of  the  Local  Church  and  Edi¬ 
torial  divisions  of  the  General  Board 
of  Education  voted  in  a  joint  meet¬ 
ing  here,  October  17,  to  approve  a 
statement  to  the-  effect  that  “De¬ 
cision  Day”  be  discontinued  in  cur¬ 
riculum  magazine  articles  and  man¬ 
uals  of  the  Board. 

The  formal  statement,  prepared 
by  the  administrative  staff  of  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church,  read 
in  part: 

“We  recommend  that  in  our  liter¬ 
ature,  leadership  education  enter¬ 
prises,  and  field  service  we  encour¬ 
age  workers  in  church  schools  to 
appreciate  and  use  all  opportunities 
for  every  person  to  make  a  clear 
initial  ‘decision  for  Christ’  and  to 
make  additional  specific  decisions 
for  growth  in  Christian  disciple- 
ship. 

“The  evangelistic  emphasis  is 
particularly  appropriate  during 
Lent.  Great  seasons  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  year  such  as  Christmas,  Easter, 
Pentecost,  and  Thanksgiving  provide 
celebrative  opportunities  for  the 
challenge  to  decision. 

“The  spiritual  climate  rather  than 
the  calendar,  however,  is  the  de¬ 
terminative  factor  in  winning  per¬ 
sons  to  Christ  and  in  making  mean¬ 
ingful  decision  to  respond  to  His 
invitation,  “follow  me’.” 


1  1  Philander  Smith 
Students  In 
Who's  Who 

Eleven  Philander  Smith  College 
students  will  have  listings  in  the 
1956-57  edition  of  WHO’S  WHO  A- 
MONG  STUDENTS  IN  AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITIES  AND  COLLEGES. 

June  L.  Green,  senior,  Springfield, 
Ohio;  Lou  Ethel  McGowan,  senior, 
Arkadelphia,  Arkansas;  Viola  Wat¬ 
son,  senior,  Manning,  Arkansas;  and 
Doris  Wilson,  senior,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas  were  honored  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  consecutive  year. 

Others  who  will  be  included  in 
the  current  edition  are:  Cecil  Cone, 
senior,  Bearden,  Arkansas;  Samuel 
Hamilton,  junior,  Hope,  Arkansas; 
Ewing  McKissic,  Jr.,  senior,  Ard- 


In  Louisiana 

Many  Leadership 
Classes  Scheduled  For 
Sunday  Morning  v 

Leadership  training  classes  are 
being  scheduled  at  many  of  our 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  at  the  regular  Church  School 
hour,  9:30  on  Sunday  mornings. 

Latest  additions  to  this  growing 
list  are  Noel  Memorial,  Shreveport; 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles;  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  First  Church, 
Shreveport;  M  a  n  g  u  m  Memorial, 
Shreveport. 

In  the  Local  Church  Emphasis,  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane,  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary,  is  urging  all  churches  to  enlist 
and  train  an  adequate  staff  of  lead¬ 
ers,  and  the  Sunday  morning  class 
is  one  way  to  do  this. 

The  New  Iberia  church,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  R.  Wendt,  has  developed  a  group 
of  certified  instructors  in  its  own 
membership  and  has  its  own  first 
series  leadership  school  each  year. 

Other  churches  are  inviting  certi¬ 
fied  instructors  from  neighboring 
towns  to  drive  over  for  three  or  five 
nights  during  the  week  for  a  leader¬ 
ship  class.  Most  recently,  the  Vinton 
church  has  secured  the  services  of 
the  Rev.  Earl  B.  Emmerich  of  Lake 
Charles,  for  such  a  school. 

Churches  are  urged  to  write  the 
Board  of  Education  Office,  P.  O.  Box 
4156,  Shreveport,  for  lists  of  certi¬ 
fied  instructors  in  the  district  and 
secure  helps  in  setting  up  a  class 
or  a  full  leadership  education  pro¬ 
gram. 


New  District  Director 
Named 

William  Kuhnell,  4670  Painters 
Street,  New  Orleans,  has  been 
named  District  Director  of  General 
Church  School  Work  for  the  New 
Orleans  District,  and  becomes  a 
member  of  the  district  staff. 

Mr.  Kuhnell  will  act  as  chairman 
of  the  church  school  superintend¬ 
ents’  group  of  the  district  and  will 
promote  a  training  program  for 
them.  He  is  church  school  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Louisiana  Avenue 
Methodist  Church,  of  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  District 
Superintendent,  announced  this  new 
officer  at  a  recent  district  staff 
meeting,  presided  over  by  Dr.  Bent¬ 
ley  Sloane,  Executive  Secretary, 
Methodist  Board  of  Education. 


Conference  Recreation 
Workshop  Set 

The  Louisiana  Conference  recre¬ 
ation  workshop  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Brewer,  near  Alexandria,  May  9-11, 
according  to  Rev.  Don  Barnes,  min¬ 
ister  of  Christian  education,  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

According  to  conference  leaders, 
this  workshop  is  for  youth  and  adult 
leaders  who  are  working  with  local 
church  recreational  programs  and 
for  other  persons  who  are  interested 
in  the  field  of  recreation. 

More  details  about  the  program 
will  be  announced  at  a  later  date. 


more,  Oklahoma;  Worthie  Springer, 
Jr.,  senior,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas; 
Geraldine  Taylor,  senior,  Pilot 
Mountain,  North  Carolina;  Emery 
Washington,  senior,  Forrest  City, 
Arkansas;  and  Lillie  Blanche  Wil¬ 
liams,  senior,  Tillar,  Arkansas. 


Page  Twelve 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


/ 


Jfames  Estates  Gives  Visual  Aid  Room  For  Sequoyah  Building 


The  T.  L.  James  Estate  of  Ruston,  Louisiana,  has 
contributed  $15,000  to  the  $110,000  campaign  to  finance 
construction  of  the  Paul  E.  and  Mildred  Martin  Edu¬ 
cational  Building  on  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Rev.  E.  H.  Hook,  Fayetteville,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Western  Methodist  Assembly  on  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah. 

The  gift  will  be  used  primarily  for  the  visual  aid 
room  which  will  be  located  in  the  extreme  east  wing 
of  the  building. 

The  late  T.  L.  James  was  a  long  time  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Western  Methodist 
Assembly  and  his  leadership  was  particularly  dis¬ 
tinctive  during  the  early  30’s  when  the  Assembly 
program  had  encountered  financial  difficulties.  The 


visual  aid  room  will  be  named  The  T.  L.  James  Room, 
according  to  the  superintendent.  The  James  gift  is 
the  second  largest  gift  to  be  announced  in  the  Juris¬ 
diction  wide  campaign  for  $110,000.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
J.  Perkins,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  contributed  $25,000, 
which  will  be  used  to  erect  the  chapel  portion  of  the 
building. 

The  above  architectural  drawing  of  the  floor  plan 
of  the  building  outlines  the  educational  building’s  ar¬ 
rangement.  Wings  extend  east  and  west  from  the 
chapel,  which  will  be  centered  in  the  building,  with 
a  covered  passageway  extending  from  one  side  to  the 
other  of  the  “Y”  shape  plan. 

Bids  are  expected  to  be  opened  early  next  month, 
and  construction  of  the  building  is  expected  to  be 
completed  in  time  for  the  Assembly’s  1957  program. 


JESSE  LEE 
1876- 

REV.  Jesse  Lee  Leonard  was 
born  August  23,  1876  in  Dal¬ 
las  County,  Arkansas,  near 
the  town  of  Sparkman.  His 
home  community  was  known  as 
Pin‘e  Grove.  He  was  a  member  of 
a  large  family — three  sisters  and 
four  brothers.  He  continued,  to  live 
with  his  family  in  this  community 
until  he  went  away  to  school. 

Brother  Leonard  was  always 
studious.  He  had  a  hungry  mind.  He 
was  ambitious  to  secure  for  himself 
the  best  education  possible.  The 
memory  of  his  school  days  went 
back  to  an  old  one-room  log  school 
building  in  his  home  community. 
He,  along  with  the  other  pupils,  sat 
on  benches  hewn  from  logs. 

After  getting  all  the  training  the 
school  in  Pine  Grove  had  to  offer, 
he  continued  his  studies  at  Spark¬ 
man.  As  time  went  on  he  finished 
the  school  there. 

Pretty  early  in  life  Brother  Leo¬ 
nard  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry. 
This  made  him  more  anxious  than 
ever  to  continue  his  education.  At 
that  time  the  Methodist  Church 
had  a  school  at  Arkadelphia  known 
as  “Methodist  College,”  which  later 
was  named  “Henderson  Brown  Col¬ 
lege,”  and  now  “Henderson  State 
Teachers’  College.”  Brother  Leo¬ 
nard  graduated  from  this  college. 
He  later  attended  Pastors’  Schools 
both  at  Hendrix  and  Southern 
Methodist  University.  While  in  col¬ 
lege  at  Arkadelphia  he  belonged  to 
the  Gamma  Sigma  Literary  Society. 

In  1901,  Brother  Leonard  became 
a  member  of  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference.  The  session  that  year  was 
field  at  Hope,  Arkansas,  and  the 
Presiding  Bishop  was  J.  S.  Key. 
Thus,  this  good  man  of  God  began 
an  active  ministry  that  carried  him 
over  36  years  of  consecrated  serv¬ 
ice.  All  of  these  years  were  spent 


LEONARD 

1956 

in  the  Little  Rock  Conference  ex¬ 
cept  one  during  which  he  served  a 
charge  in  the  Denver  Conference  in 
Colorado. 

Brother  Leonard  served  the  fol¬ 
lowing  charges  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference:  Fulton;  Pullman 
Heights,  Hot  Springs;  Amity;  Wal¬ 
do;  Des  Arc;  Highland  Church,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock;  Walco  Church,  Malvern; 
Leola;  Horatio;  Thornton;  Dierks; 
Foreman;  Junction  City;  Tillar; 
Washington;  Star  City;  Sheridan 
and  Keo. 

While  serving  his  first  charge 
Brother  Leonard  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ella  Ison,  on  October 
7,  1962.  To  this  union  three  children 
were  born — two  sons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 


Brother  Leonard  was  very  hum¬ 
ble  and  unselfish.  He  never  tried 
to  push  himself.  He  was  always 


JESSE  LEE  LEONARD 


willing  to  take  the  charges  assigned 
to  him.  For  the  most  part  these 
were  circuits  and  unable  to  pay 
big  salaries.  The  wonder  is  that  he 
and  his  wife  would  have  been  able 
to  do  so  much  on  so  little;  they 
gave  all  of  their  children  college 
educations. 

Some  of  Brother  Leonard’s  best 
work  was  done  with  young  people. 
He  pushed  their  organization  with¬ 
in  the  churches  he  served,  and  was 
always  deeply  interested  in  scout¬ 
ing.  He  organized  scout  troops  in 
nearly  every  charge  he  served. 

In  1920  Brother  Leonard  joined 
the  George  Washington  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Thornton,  Arkansas.  He 
later  moved  his  membership  to 
Russell  Masonic  Lodge  No.  490  at 
Sparkman. 

Brother  Leonard  was  forced  to 
retire  in  1937  on  account  of  the  ill¬ 
ness  of  his  wife.  He  and  his  wife 
then  moved  to  Little  Rock  and 
made  their  home  with  their  son, 
Dodson,  2123  South  Valmar  Street. 
After  retirement  Brother  Leonard 
remained  as  active  as  possible, 
serving  vacancies  on  the  Roland 
and  Ola  circuits. 

When  the  Leonards  moved  back 
to  Little  Rock,  Mrs.  Leonard  placed 
her  membership  in  the  Highland 
Methodist  Church  and  she  and  her 
husband  were  very  faithful  to  this 
church.  As  long  as  his  health  per¬ 
mitted  he  would  occasionally  teach 
the  men’s  Sunday  school  class. 

Highland  always  had  a  warm 
spot  in  Brother  Leonard’s  heart.  He 
was  the  second  pastor  of  this 
church,  serving  it  during  the  years 
1911,  12,  13.  It  was  during  his 
pastorate  that  the  money  was  raised 
and  the  foundation  laid  for  the  old 
sanctuary  which  faces  West  12th 
Street  and  is  now  used  as  a  church 
school  building. 

Brother  Leonard  was  very  civic 
minded.  He  had  the  honor  of  serv¬ 
ing  as  chaplain  of  the  Arkansas 
Senate  under  the  administrations 


PREDICTS  GREAT 
FUTURE  FOR  AU 

Washington,  D.  C.,  (MI)  —  A  pre¬ 
diction  that  American  University — 
a  Methodist  school — will  soon  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  country’s  leading 
Protestant  centers  was  voiced  re¬ 
cently  by  Methodist  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam  of  Washington. 

“This  great  center  is  developing 
before  our  eyes,”  he  told  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  4,000  attending  a  Thanks¬ 
giving  Festival  in  Constitution  Hall. 

The  festival  and  hymn  sing  was 
sponsored  by  some  200  Methodist 
churches  of  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  and  suburban  Virginia  and 
Maryland. 

Speaking  on  “The  Wesleyan 
Dream  for  Washington,”  Bishop 
Oxnam  stressed  three  current  proj¬ 
ects  of  American  University’s  ex¬ 
pansion  program: 

1.  Establishment  of  a  $1,000,000 
School  of  International  Service  for 
training  government  career  work¬ 
ers. 

2.  Removal  of  the  Westminster, 
Md.,  Theological  Seminary  to  the 
campus,  entailing  $3,500,000  in  new 
buildings. 

3.  An  $8,407,000  medical  center, 
.including  the  relocation  of  Sibley 
Memorial  Hospital. 

The  School  of  International  Serv¬ 
ice  is  due  to  open  in  the  fall  of  1958 
and  have  a  capacity  of  300  to  500 
students.  The  Methodist  Church 
has  earmarked  $1,000,000  for  the 
school  as  a  feature  of  a  four-year 
fund  campaign  in  behalf  of  116 
Methodist-related  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities. 

BIBLE  READER’S 
SERVICE  AVAILABLE 

(Continued  from  page  12) 
Thessalonians,  and  First  and  Second 
Corinthians.  An  additional  guide  is 
being  produced  each  month. 

Each  minister  or  church  will  de¬ 
velop  the  use  of  the  guides  in  the 
way  that  will  be  most  helpful  to  the 
persons  in  that  church. 

Further  information  may  be  had 
by  writing  to  the  Rev.  Robert  M. 
Cox,  Department  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Adults,  General  Board  of 
Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
2,  Tennessee. 

The  guides  are  available  in  quan¬ 
tities  only.  Prices  are  $2.50  for  100; 
$1.50  for  50;  $1.00  for  25;  50  cents 
for  10.  Order  from  the  Service  De¬ 
partment,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  at  the  above  address.  Cash 
must  accompany  order. 


of  Ben  Laney  and  Sid  McMath. 

He  passed  away  at  a  Little  Rock 
hospital  on  November  6,  1956,  after 
a  long  illness.  He  is  survived  by 
two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Dodson 
I.  Leonard  of  Little  Rock;  John  Lee 
Leonard  of  Texas  City,  Texas;  and 
Mrs.  Johnnie  M.  Burnett  of  Little 
Rock.  Two  brothers:  Dr.  James  D. 
Leonard  of  Bronte,  Texas  and  John 
P.  Leonard  of  Sparkman,  Arkansas. 
Two  sisters:  Mrs.  Etta  Smith  of 
Pine  Bluff  and  Mrs.  Imola  Horton 
of  Camden;  six  grandchildren  and 
four  great  grandchildren. 

During  his  long  active  life  of 
Christian  service  he  radiated  in¬ 
fluences  that  will  continue  to  live 
in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  people 
who  came  in  close  contact  with 
him. 

The  funeral  service  was  held  at 
the  Highland  Methodist  Church  by 
Dr.  Arthur  Terry,  Little  Rock  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  and  Rev.  H. 
O.  Bolin,  pastor  of  the  church.  In¬ 
terment  was  in  Roselawn  Memorial 
Park,  Little  Rock. 


November  29, 1956 
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In  Discussing  Stewardship,  A  Leader  In  This  Field  Lists 


Ten  Reasons 

For  Qiving 

By  T.  K.  Thompson* 


Readers  of  this  publication  are  al¬ 
most  invariably  leaders  in  their  re¬ 
spective  local  churches.  A  part  of 
this  leadership  in  the  local  church 
is  directly  or  indirectly  related  to 
Christian  stewardship.  Adequate  fi¬ 
nancial  resources  must  be  available 
for  almost  any  program  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  parish  or  in  the  world  outreach 
of  the  church. 

It  is  useful  for  Christian  leaders 
to  study  motives  for  Christian  giv¬ 
ing  because,  psychologically  and 
theologically,  the  “why”  of  Chris¬ 
tian  giving  is  more  important  than 
the  “how  much.” 

Reinhold  Niebuhr  has  taught  a 
generation  of  theological  students 
that  man’s  motives  are  always 
mixed.  There  is  an  element  of  pride 
as  well  as  an  element  of  faith  in 
every  decision.  For  the  purposes 
of  this  article,  let  us  list  a  number 
of  possible  motives,  moving  grad¬ 
ually  from  the  lower  motives  for 
giving  to  the  higher,  more  nearly 
Christian  motives. 

1.  To  support  an  institution. 
Many  people  say  they  would  not 
live  in  a  community  that  did  not 
have  a  church  and,  as  long  as  a 
church  is  necessary,  they  are  glad 
to  support  it.  We  are  living  in  an 
era  of  tremendous  respectability 
and  social  prestige  for  the  church. 
It  is  proper  for  politicians,  corpo¬ 
ration  executives,  school  teachers, 
and  all  leaders  in  public  life  to 
have  an  active  church  membership. 
Attendance  and  financial  contribu¬ 
tions  are  usually  considered  ade¬ 
quate  symbols  of  the  social  proprie¬ 
ty  of  belonging  to  a  church.  A  great 
many  people  support  the  church  as 
they  would  a  country  club.  As  long 
as  they  are  members  they  have  a 
financial  obligation  and  they  will 
fulfill  it  in  much  the  same  way  as 
they  would  pay  any  other  bill. 

2.  To  help  the  community  and 
nation.  Most  people  feel  that  the 
church  is  an  asset  to  a  local  com¬ 
munity  and  that  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  is  an  asset  to  the  nation.  Us¬ 
ually  they  are  not  very  articulate 
in  the  reasons  why  they  feel  this 
is  the  case  and  yet,  since  the  church 
is  good  for  the  community  and  na¬ 
tion,  they  will  support  it. 

3.  To  strengthen  morality.  Juve¬ 
nile  delinquency  is  considered  by 
many  to  be  a  major  problem  in  the 
social  life  of  this  country  today. 
People  like  J.  Edgar  Hoover  and 
others  have  said  that  a  vital  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  the  answer  to  this 
problem.  Likewise  for  adults,  most 
people  feel  that  the  sanctions  of 
religion  are  powerful  in  keeping 
the  disorderly  passions  of  a  person 
in  line. 

4.  To  promote  family  life.  We  are 
now  moving  rapidly  from  the  lower 
motives  for  giving  to  the  higher, 
more  distinctly  Christian  motives. 


*  T.  K.  Thompson  is  the  Joint  Department 
of  Stewardship  and  Benevolence  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 


Most  Christian  people  feel  that 
their  families  are  a  gift  from  God, 
an  entrustment,  a  stewardship. 
They  believe  that  God  has  given 
them  their  husbands  or  wives  and 
their  children  to  join  with  Him  in 
a  holy  partnership.  They  know  that 
they  will  have  their  children  for  a 
few  brief  years  of  training  before 
the  children  go  out -to  make  homes 
of  their  own.  The  church  is  the 
greatest  help  in  the  building  of  a 
Christian  home. 

5.  To  relieve  suffering.  One  of  the 

mysteries  of  life  is  that  some  na¬ 
tions  are  highly  endowed,  some 
people  are  highly  gifted,  and  some 
people  are  greatly  exploited.  The 
Christian  shares  his  time  and 
money  generously  and  joyously  in 
order  to  help  those  less  fortunate. 
Another  of  these  mysteries  is  that 
some  people  are  gifted  with  abun¬ 
dant  health  and  others  are  afflicted 
with  unexplained  illness  and  weak¬ 
ness.  For  reasons  known  only  to 
God,  many  children  are  left  with¬ 
out  parents  and  many  older  folks 
are  left  almost  without  support. 
The  Christian  is  glad  to  give  to 
relieve  all  forms  of  human  suffer¬ 
ing,  acting  under  the  inspiration 
of  Jesus’  teaching.  “Inasmuch  as  ye 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  children,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me.” 

6.  To  obey  Christ.  Jesus  taught 
his  disciples,  “Go  .  .  .  make  disci¬ 
ples  of  all  nations.”  The  Christian  is 
moved  with  a  sense  of  divine  im¬ 
perative  to  do  as  his  Master  has 
commanded  and  this  obedience 
takes  many  forms,  one  of  the  most 
significant  of  which  is  the  giving 
of  money.  A  part  of  this  obedience 
is  to  share  the  good  news  that  God 
was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himself.  The  Christian  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  Creator  God  being  also 
the  Redeemer  God  is  a  blessed  ex¬ 
perience  which  the  convert  must 
share.  Indeed,  the  Gospel  is  best 
known  when  it  is  most  fully  shared. 

7.  To  find  salvation.  Men  of  the 
twentieth  century  have  rediscover¬ 
ed  the  meaning  and  relevance  of 
sin.  Man’s  problem  is  not  his  ignor¬ 
ance,  nor  his  finiteness,  nor  his  lack 
of  scientific  advance.  Basically, 
man’s  biggest  problem  is  self-wor¬ 
ship,  the  misuse  of  God’s  blessings 
to  fulfill  his  own  selfish  desires.  In 
Jesus  Christ  men  find  power  to 
overcome  this  all-pervading  selfish¬ 
ness  and  the  power  to  become  sons 
of  God.  Christians  give  because  “He 
first  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for 
us.” 

8.  To  worship  God.  Worship  is 
“worth-ship.”  Whatever  is  of  great¬ 
est  value,  that  is,  by  that  very 
token,  what  we  worship.  The 
Psalmist  asked  “What  shall  I  ren¬ 
der  unto  the  Lord  for  all  His  bene¬ 
fits  to  me?”  Man  must  worship  and 
the  Christian  has  discovered  a  God 
who  is  worshiped,  not  with  “rivers 
of  oil”  or  thousands  of  animal  sac¬ 
rifices,  but  with  a  broken  and  con¬ 
trite  heart.  A  part  of  this  broken 
ego  is  a  giving  of  one’s  resources 


to  carry  out  the  will  of  God. 

9.  To  do  God's  work.  God  in  His 
mysterious  providence  has  so  made 
man  that  men  have  limited  but 
real  dominion  over  part  of  God’s 
creation.  God  gives  men  freedom  to 
creatively  use  this  handling  of  His 
material  resources  in  order  to  ful¬ 
fill  His  gracious  purposes  for  man¬ 
kind.  Men  may  be  channels  of  God’s 
love,  flowing  downward  and  out¬ 
ward.  “We  are  workers  together 
with  God.” 

10.  To  express  gratitude.  Every 


Christian  stands  at  the  foot  of  the 
Cro^s  and,  as  he  looks  into  the  face 
of  Jesus  Christ,  he  cannot  but  say: 
“Why  did  He  have  to  die?  It  was 
not  for  His  sins,  but  for  the  sins 
of  those  around  him  and  for  my 
sins.”  Then,  having  first  confessed 
our  sins  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross 
in  sorrow,  our  hearts  overflow  in 
gratitude  that  God  “spared  not  His 
own  Son  but  delivered  Him  up  for 
us  all.”  Then  the  Christian  can  sing: 
“Love  so  amazing,  so  divine,  de¬ 
mands  my  life,  my  soul,  my  all.” 


A  TITHE  OF  A  TITHE 


A  friend  of  mine  cut  an  article 
out  of  the  newspaper  recently  and 
gave  it  to  me  to  read.  If  it  hadn’t 
been  the  truth,  I  think  the  implied 
criticism  of  the  church  would  have 
made  me  mad.  Since  it  is  the  truth, 
it  makes  me  ashamed.  The  opening 
sentence  reads,  “If  this  country  is 
expecting  a  religious  revival,  it  ap¬ 
parently  hasn’t  reached  the  pocket- 
book  level.” 

The  article  goes  on  to  prove  that 
last  year  we  in  America  gave  for 
all  religious  purposes  not  a  tithe 
but  a  tithe  of  a  tithe.  Actually,  the 
total  amount  given  for  all  religious 
purposes  figures  1.11  per  cent  of  the 
total  national  income  after  taxes. 
And  furthermore,  the  article  says, 
church  giving  has  hovered  around 
this  figure  of  one  per  cent  of  in¬ 
come  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

I  felt  as  I  read  the  article  that 
surely  Methodist  giving  would  be 
a  great  deal  higher  so  I  began  to 
figure.  Frankly,  after  a  couple  of 
hours  of  research  and  figuring,  the 
results  I  obtained  were  so  little 
better  than  those  I  had  read,  I 
wondered  if  it  had  been  worth  the 
effort  to  find  out  how  little  we 
Methodists  do. 

In  1955,  the  average  per  capita 
income  in  the  United  States  was 
slightly  over  $1,800.  Certainly 
Methodists  are  not  below  the  na¬ 


tional  average  in  the  matter  of  in¬ 
come.  If  the  9,313,278  members  of 
our  great  church  had  an  average 
income  of  $1,800,  we  would  have 
received  in  1955  a  total  of  $16,763,- 
900,400. 

According  to  the  most  accurate 
estimates  I  have  been  able  to  un¬ 
cover,  the  total  giving  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  all  purposes  in 
1955  came  to  about  $350,000,000. 
This  is  at  the  rate  of  $37.45  per 
member.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
understand  how  much  $350,000,000 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Walter  S.  Singleton 

be  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  Official 
Board  of  the  Carrollton  Avenue 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  in  regular  session  con¬ 
vened  on  this  10th  day  of  October, 
1956,  that: 

WHEREAS,  Walter  S.  Singleton 
has  recently  departed  this  life; 

WHEREAS,  Walter  S.  Singleton 
had  long  been  a  member  of  this 
Church,  the  church  that  he  had 
loved  dearly  and  for  whom  he  had 
served  so  faithfully  and  well  not 
only  as  a  loyal  member  but  also  in 
the  capacity  as  Secretary  of  the  Of¬ 
ficial  Board  and  in  many  other  of¬ 
fices  of  the  church; 

WHEREAS,  the  entire-  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Official  Board  together 
with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Luman  Doug¬ 
las,  had  the  utmost  respect,  admira¬ 
tion  and  love  for  Walter  S.  Single- 
ton  -and  his  family;  now  therefore 

BE  IT  KNOWN  that  the  Official 
Board  of  the  Carrollton  Avenue 
Methodist  Church  does  hereby  go  on 
record  in  an  expression  of  appre¬ 
ciation  of  Walter  S.  Singleton,  and 
that  our  hearts  go  out  to  his  widow 
and  two  sons  in  their  great  loss,  and 
that  his  inspiration  shown  by  serv¬ 
ice  and  love  for  his  church  will  al¬ 
ways  be  a  guide  for  all  of  us  who 
are  serving,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED 
that  the  Chairman  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  mail  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  to  Mrs.  Singleton,  and  a 
copy  to  The  Louisiana  Methodist, 
and  that  a  copy  of  same  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  official  rec¬ 
ords  of  this  Church. 

Motion  for  adoption  of  this  resolu¬ 
tion  was  made  by  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas,  duly  seconded  and  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Official  Board  at  this 
meeting. 

S.  O.  Grubbs,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Charles  E.  McHale,  Jr.,  Secretary 


Rev.  H.  D.  Fisher 

WHEREAS,  the  death  of  Rev.  H. 
D.  Fisher,  of  White  Chapel  Charge, 
Alexandria  District  of  Louisiana 
Conference,  on  October  31,  1956,  has 
caused  a  great  loss  and  sorrow  to 
the  churches  of  this  Charge  and  to 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Bayou  Chicot  Methodist  Church  and 
much  sorrow  not  only  to  his  im¬ 
mediate  family  and  this  Club  but 
to  the  community  and  his  many 
friends;  and 

WHEREAS,  Brother  Fisher  has 
devoted  his  life  to  the  Methodist 
Church,  having  served  the  church 
in  many  capacities  and  he  was  a 
Charter  Member  of  The  Methodist 
Men  since  its  beginning,  and 

WHEREAS,  he  not  only  gave  the 
Church  the  benefit  of  his  time  and 
talents  as  a  preacher  but  he  found 
time  to  be  a  Good  Shepherd  to  his 
flock,  and  was  always  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  any  move  for  co-operation 
among  his  churches.  He  was  espe¬ 
cially  gifted  in  getting  things  done, 
and  always  met  his  pepole  with  a 
hearty  hand  shake  and  a  warm 
smile,  and  observing  his  passing, 
we  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  his  mem¬ 
ory  and  his  many  accomplishments, 
and  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  his  family  and  to  his  many 
friends;  therefore 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  this 
memorial  be  spread  upon  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  this  Club  and  that  Brother 


Fisher’s  family  be  advised  of  this. 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  The 
Bayou  Chicot  Methodist  Church  in 
Bayou  Chicot,  Louisiana. 

Approved:  Nov.  15,  1956. 


Mrs.  Julia  Farr 

So  the  dear  little  saint  has  been 
translated  to  the  “home  in  the 
skies”,  and  though  her  sweet  per¬ 
sonality  lingers  with  us,  we  know 
even  it  will  be  magnified  in  that 
home  of  the  soul  and  will  be  put 
to  use  in  larger  service  than  was 
possible  here  where  frailty  of  body 
caged  the  soul  from  full  expression 
in  service.  No  bne  doubted  her 
Christian  religion  and  her  faith  in 
God  which  she  exhibited  throughout 
the  years  of  her  confinement  in  the 
home,  and  no  doubt  many  will  rise 
to  call  her  blessed. 

Throughout  the  many  years  of  my 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Farr  she 
was  always  an  inspiration  to  me 
and  gave  assurance  of  her  pureness 
of  soul  that  gave  her  a  lighted  face 
against  all  odds  in  the  journey  of 
life. 

Let  us  not  forget  the  faithful  de¬ 
votion  of  her  son  Roy,  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference, 
whose  tender  care  no  doubt  kept 
her  here  many  years.  God  buries 
His  workmen  but  His  work  goes  on 
and  we  are  fortunate  to  be  co-labor- 
ers  with  Him. — Mrs.  F.  M.  Williams 


OBITUARY 

BOURLAND  —  Mary  Jane  Bour- 
land,  born  November  13,  1869,  at 
Sparta,  La.,  passed  away  Sunday 
night,  Oct.  28,  1956,  in  St.  Michael’s 
Hospital,  Texarkana,  Ark. 

On  November  21,  1888,  she  was 
married  to  J.  D.  Bourland,  and 
moved  to  Buckner  in  the  following 
year  of  1889.  She  lived  in  the  same 
house  all  the  years  of  her  residence 
here,  and  she  was  a  Charter  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buckner  Methodist 
Church. 

Aunt  Mollie,  as  most  everyone 
knew  her,  is  survived  by  three  sons: 
Bert,  of  Texarkana,  Arkansas,  Al¬ 
bert,  of  Haynesville,  Louisiana, 
Tommie,  of  Buckner;  one  grandson, 
and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Aunt  Mollie’s  health  wasn’t  at  its 
best  in  her  later  years,  but  her  faith 
and  cheerfulness  were  an  inspiration 
to  everyone,  and  her  presence  will 
indeed  be  sorely  missed  by  those 
who  had  come  to  know  her,  and  by 
all  who  had  come  to  love  her. 

Joe  E.  Arnold,  Pastor,  conducted 
the  funeral  service. 
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ning  church  scene  with  the  liquor 
bottles  so  often  present  in  current 
Christmastimes.  In  years  past 
stamps  have  been  used  as  a  part  of 
the  drive  to  encourage  business 
firms  and  government  offices  to 
hold  “spiritsless”  Christmas  parties. 

A  free  brochure  describes  the 
stamp  and  suggests  ways  it  can  be 
used.  Four  sheets  of  50  stamps  each 
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Quantity  orders  provide  discounts 
so  that  organizations  may  resell  the 
stamps  as  a  Christmas  fund  raising 
project.  Order  from  TEM  Press,  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  N.  E.,  Washington 
2,  D.  C. 


A  TITHE  OF  A  TITHE 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
is,  but  when  that  amount  is  trans¬ 
lated  to  say  that  it  is  the  equivalent 
of  only  2.08  per  cent  of  the  total 
income  of  the  Methodist  member¬ 
ship,  one  begins  to  realize  that 
what  the  newspaper  writer  said  is 
true. — J.  Wesley  Hole,  treasurer  of 
the  Coordinating  Council  of  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Con¬ 
ference,  in  News  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area. 


BISHOP  DEDICATES 
GILLIAM’S  NEW 
YOUTH  CENTER 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
him  and  his  children  to  further  the 
cause  of  Christian  education  among 
the  young  people  of  the  Gilliam 
community. 

The  impressive  act  of  dedication, 
led  by  Bishop  Martin  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  by  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion,  consecrated  the  new  building 
to  the  ongoing  of  Christian  citizen¬ 
ship  and  Christian^f  e  1 1  o  ws  h  i  p. 
After  the  prayer  of  dedication,  Dr. 
Taylor  pronounced  the  benediction. 

A  large  congregation  attended 
the  dedication  service.  Many  young 
people  from  Gilliam,  Belcher  and 
Dixie  were  present. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
pledged  a  record  $1,828,350  for  mis¬ 
sionary  work  at  home  and  overseas 
during  the  next  year.  The  sum  is 
an  increase  of  $136,395  over  last 
year,  it  was  announced  by  Mrs. 
B.  R.  Stout,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Methodist  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  in  the 
denomination’s  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction. 


A  Granddaughter  of  the  famed 
explorer  and  missionary  David 
Livingstone,  has  given  10,000 
pounds  ($28,000)  to  finance  the 
construction  of  a  church  for  native 
Christians  in  Rhodesia.  Miss  D. 
Livingstone-Bruce  is  making  pos¬ 
sible  a  structure  that  will  accom¬ 
modate  1,000  persons  inside,  but 


will  be  expandable  enough  to  allow 
2,000  others  to  listen  from  the  out¬ 
side. 


The  Government  of  India  has 
given  a  grant  of  $45,500  to  Vellore 
Christian  Medical  College  for  the 
development  of  the  radiology  de¬ 
partment  for  the  treatment  of  can¬ 
cer.  This  is  expected  to  aid  in 
building  a  radium  ward  with 
twenty  women’s  and  eight  men’s 
beds,  a  radium  theater  and  three 
private  rooms. 


APPEAL  MADE  FOR 
EMERGENCY  HELP 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
Church  of  Canada  sent  $5,000  for 
relief  work  in  Hungary. 

Dr.  Blake’s  emergency  appeal  was 
addressed  to  all  members  of  the  35 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
communions  participating  in  Church 
World  Service,  which  is  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  international 
relief  agency. 

Clothing  contributed  in  response 
would  be  shipped  to  one  of  the 
Church  World  Service  depots  in 
New  Windsor,  Md.;  Nappanee,  Ind.; 
New  York  City  (110  E.  29th  St.); 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  (4165  Duncan  Ave.) 
or  Modesto,  Cal. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Phone  FR  5-8500 


CHURCH  GOODS  ^ 
SUPPLY  COMPANY 


Church  Furniture  «  Steles 
Embroideries  •  Vestments 
Hangings  •  Communion 
Sets  •  Altar  Brass  Goods  |  j  j 

frnrmmw77rwJT7ir^dft 


GOWNS 

-frx  .  -  V  -  ■ 

•Pulpit  and  Choir • 

’-S  1 

Headquarters  for  . 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


Ohe  Upper  Room  is  a  Christmas  gift  that  will  say,  every  day  through¬ 
out  the  year,  “I  am  thinking  of  you.”  For  gift  subscriptions,  mail  us 
your  list  of  names  and  addresses  with  $2.00  for  each  3  subscriptions, 
and  we  will  send  each  a  gift  card  in  your  name  followed  by  six  bi¬ 
monthly  issues  of  The  Upper  Room. 


The  Upper  Room  used  as  a  greeting  card  carries  the  Christmas  mes¬ 
sage  far  better  than  an  ordinary  card.  20  copies  with  20  Christmas 
envelopes,  $1.60;  50  copies  with  50  envelopes,  $4.00. 

Include  witn  your  other  gifts  a  copy  of  The  Upper  Room  for  January- 
February. ,  10  or  more  copies  to  one  address,  7$  each. 

Order  NOW  from 


The  world ’ s  most  widely  used  devotional  guide 
34  Editions— 28  Languages 
1908  GRAND  AVENUE  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


NOVEMBER  29,  1956 


Page  Fifteen 


Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  9,  1956 
MORE  THAN  CONQUERORS 

READ  CHAPTER  8  OF  ROMANS. 

MEMORY  SELECTION :  In  all  these  things  we  are 
more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved,  us. 


We  are  studying  today  lesson  ten 
in  the  series  of  thirteen  lessons  on 
“Great  Passages  Of  The  Bible.” 
The  heart  of  the  truth  we  ourselves 
should  learn  from  this  lesson,  and 
the  truth  we  should  emphasize  in 
teaching  the  lesson  to  others  •  is 
summed  up  in  our  Memory  Selec¬ 
tion  which  contains  the  words  x>f 
our  lesson  subject,  “More  Than 
Conquerors.” 

The  Book  of  Romans,  written  by 
the  Apostle  Paul  to  the  Christian 
church  in  Rome,  is  the  longest  let¬ 
ter  Paul  wrote  that  has  been  pre¬ 
served  and  most  Bible  scholars  feel 
it  is  the  most  important  letter  he 
wrote.  It  has  been  called  “The  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Romans  gives  more  clearly  and 
more  completely  than  any  other  ot 
Paul’s  writings  a  systematic  state¬ 
ment  concerning  the  gospel  he 
preached.  Some  say  it  is  the  most 
important  theological  book  ever 
written. 

The  8th  and  12th  chapters  of  Ro¬ 
mans  are  akin  to  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount  in  the  direct,  detailed 
instructions  they  give  for  everyday 
Christian  living.  In  the  first  part 
of  the  8th  chapter,  from  which 
chapter  our  lesson  text  is  taken,  we 
find  some  truths  which  have  been 
very  meaningful  to  the  Christian 
church.  The  chapter  opens  with  the 
statement,  “There  is  now  no  con¬ 
demnation  to  them  which  are  m 
Christ  Jesus;  who  walk  not  after 
the  flesh  but  after  the  Spirit.”  The 
14th  verse  reads,  “For  as  many  as 
are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they 
are  the  sons  of  God.”  The  loth 
verse  contains  the  words  that  were 
the  basis  of  one  of  the  principle 
doctrines  emphasized  in  the  found¬ 
ing  and  development  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  “The  Spirit  itself 
beareth  witness  with  our  spirit 
that  we  are  the  children  of  God.” 

Paul’s  call  to  Christian  living  was 
not  simply  an  exhortation  to  “be 
good.”  For  Paul  the  Christian  Way 
of  Life  was  an  undergirding  power 
which  so  transforms  our  lives  as 
to  enable  us  to  follow  our  better 
impulses  in  worship  and  enables  us 
to  be  “More  Than  Conquerors”  over 
sinful  influences  that  would  destroy 
us  and  also  gives  inspiration  for 
consecrated  service  to  God  and 
man. 

Aids  For  Prayer 

We  are  told  in  the  opening  verse 
of  our  lesson  text  that  for  sincere 
Christians  the  Spirit  of  God  helps 
us  to  pray  as  we  should.  Many  of 
our  prayers  are  not  meaningful  or 
effective  because  our  hearts  are  not 
open  to  the  leadership  of  the  Spirit 
and,  left  to  ourselves,  we  “know 
not  what  we  should  pray  for  as 
we  ought.”  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances  our  prayers  are  usually 
selfish  and  short-sighted.  Prayers, 
to  be  effective,  must  be  made  in 
accord  with  God’s  will.  If  we  are 
in  earnest  about  our  praying  and 


— Romans  8:37 

our  hearts  are  open  toward  God, 
it  is  the  Spirit  of  God  which  helps 
us  to  truly  pray  in  keeping  with 
the  will  of  God. 

We  need  no  priest  or  other  hu¬ 
man  mediators  in  our  approach  to 
God,  We  do  not  need  Christ  and 
His  Spirit  to  make  intercession  for 
us.  It  is  true  also,  in  some  of  the 
most  satisfactory  periods  of  prayer 
we  have  known,  that  we  were  un¬ 
able  to  express  in  words  the  deeper 
longings  of  our  hearts  yet,  when 
the  prayer  period  had  ended,  we 
felt,  in  a  very  real  sense,  that  we 
had  been  in  touch  with  God  and 
that  He  had  heard  and  understood 
our  prayer.  Such  experiences  in 
prayer  are  likely  what  Paul  was 
talking  about  here  where  “the  Spin 
it  itself  maketh  intercession  fbr  us. 

"And  We  Know" 

For  the  Apostle  Paul,  more  than 
once,  the  thing  we  call  faith  seems 
to  have  passed  over  into  the  realm 
of  knowledge.  We  talk  about  be¬ 
lieving  in  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  and  for  some  that  belief  is  not 
so  easy.  Nevertheless,  when  Paul 
is  talking  on  the  subject,  we  hear 
him  saying,  in  II  Cor.  5:1,  “For  we 
KNOW  that  if  this  earthly  house 
of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved, 
we  have  a  building  of  God,  a  house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.”  Paul  seemed  to  feel 
that  he  was  as  certain  of  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  human  personality  after 
death  as  he  was  of  any  other  of 
the  facts  of  life.  > 

We  say,  in  our  Apostle’s  Creed, 
“I  believe  in  God.”  In  II  Timothy 
1:12,  Paul  says,  “For  I  KNOW 
whom  I  have  believed.”  Paul  not 
only  believed  in  God,  he  felt  that 
he  knew  God.  It  is  often  very  diffi¬ 
cult  for  people  to  even  believe  that 
“All  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God.”  In  our  les¬ 
son  text  Paul  goes  beyond  the  word 
believe  and  says,  “We  KNOW  that 
all  things  work  together  for  good 
for  them  that  love  God.”  Paul  not 
only  believes  this  to  be  true,  he 
thinks  he  knows  it  is  true. 

Providence  Works  With  Us  And 
For  Us 

(1)  Some  things  work  together 
for  good  for  all.  The  sun  shines,  the 
rains  fall  on  the  “just  and  the  un¬ 
just”  alike.  Physical  laws  of  health 
work  for  the  good  of  all  who  obey 
these  laws.  The  law  of  the  seasons, 
the  laws  of  growth,  the  law  of  grav¬ 
itation  and  other  natural  laws  work 
for  all  alike. 

(2)  "All  things  work  together  for 
good" — those  who  love  God.  This  is 
true  because  of  the  spirit,  the  at¬ 
titude  within  the  heart  of  a  child 
of  God  rather  than  because  of  some 
over-ruling  Providence  without.  In 
the  large,  our  attitude  toward  our 
experiences  determines  whether 
those  experiences  will  help  us  or 
hurt  us. 


Only  today  we  had  an  experience 
which  right  well  illustrates  th& 
thing  we  are  saying.  We  were 
working  on  our  lawn  when  a  dog 
ran  up_on  the  yard.  Strange  dogs 
are  not  always  so  welcome  where 
you  are  trying  to  grow  shrubbery. 
Hence  we  picked  up  a  hickory  nut 
and  threw  it  towards  the  dog  to 
scare  it  away.  Instead  of  being 
frightened,  the  dog  took  it  as  a 
friendly  gesture  and  romped  after 
the  nut.  He  picked  it  up  and  was 
ready  to  bring  it  back  and  play 
games.  The  result  of  this  unexpect¬ 
ed  attitude  of  the  dog  to  what  we 
had  done  not  only  changed  our  de¬ 
sire  to  run  it  away  but  almost 
caused  us  to  stop  our  work  to  play 
games  with  the  dog.  In  other  words 
the  thing  which  many  dogs  would 
have  thought  was  an  “unfriendly 
act”  this  dog  used  as  an  opportun¬ 
ity  to  make  friends  which  made 
him  a  welcome  visitor. 

It  often  happens  that  a  parent 
can  do  more  for  one  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  than  another  because  of  the 
attitude  of  the  child.  God  can  do 
more  for  some  of  His  children  than 
He  can  for  others  for  the  same 
reason.  Some  are  ready  to  receive 
and  be  helped  by  what  the  Lord 
offers;  others  are  indifferent  to  or 
even  spurn  what  God  would  do  for 
them.  Israel  and  Pharaoh,  with  his 
armies,  walked  along  the  same  road 
to  the  Red  Sea.  Israel  was  following 
.  God’s  plan;  Pharaoh  was  opposing 
X  Him. 

(3)  There  are  also  times  when  an 
inexplainable  providence  seems  to 
overshadow  God's  children.  We 

have  all  had  experiences  in  life, 
which  have  had  much  to  do  with 
shaping  major  decisions  and  activ¬ 
ities  of  our  lives,  for  which  we  per¬ 
sonally  seemed  to  be  in  no  direct 
way  responsible.  It  was  as  if  some 
Power  outside  our  lives  and  above 
our  lives  took  over  and  directed  us 
into  pathways  which  were  best  for 
us,  yet  pathways  which  we,  left  to 
ourselves,  would  not  have  chosen. 
It  would  be  difficult,  even  now,  for 
the  writer  to  give  a  reason  for 
some  decisions,  of  other  years, 
which  brought  to  him  some  of 
life’s  largest  privileges  and  oppor¬ 
tunities.  It  was  Shakespeare  who 
said,  “There’s  a  divinity  that  shapes 
our  ends,  Rough-hew  them  how  we 
will.” 

When  God  Is  For  Us 

Paul  asks  the  question,  “If  God 
be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?” 
That  of  course  does  not  mean  that 
if  God  is  for  us  nobody  can  be 
against  us.  It  simply  means,  in  our 
judgment,  that  if  God  is  for  us  it 
makes  no  real  difference  if  there 
are  those  who  are  against  us. 

God  is  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  universe.  His 
decision,  His  approval  is  final  and 
over-rules  the  opinions,  the  preju¬ 
dices,  the  evil  purposes  of  all  who 
would  do  us  permanent  harm. 
When  we  are  on  the  Lord’s  side 
doing  God’s  will  there  is  no  power 
on  earth  or  beneath  the  earth  that 
can  really  harm  us.  Any  hurt  the 
world  can  do  a  Christian  is  tempo¬ 
rary.  It  may  strip  him  as  complete¬ 
ly  as  the  devil  stripped  Job  of  loved 
ones,  material  wealth  and  personal 
health  in  his  time  of  testing.  Such 
adversities,  however,  are  temporary 
and  ultimate  triumph  is  certain. 

A  Gift  That  Includes  All  Gifts 

In  verse  thirty-two  of  our  lesson 
Paul  asks  a  question  that  can  have 
but  one  answer.  His  question  is, 
“He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son, 
but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all, 
how  shall  he  not  with  him  also 
freely  give  us  all  things?” 

Paul,  in  effect,  is  saying  here 


that,  if  God  would  give  up  His  Son 
for  us,  we  should  know  that  with 
that  supreme  gift  He  would  give 
us  anything  else  that  is  for  our 
good  and  His  glory.  Paul  is  saying, 
if  God  would  do  that  for  us  He 
would  do  anything  for  us. 

When  “God  so'  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
son”  that  act  was  an  expression  of 
such  immeasurable  love  that  any¬ 
thing  else  God  might  do  for  us  is 
a  small  thing  as  compared  to  such 
a  gift.  During  the  late  war  America 
was  called  upon  to  accept  restric¬ 
tions  and  personal  sacrifices  of 
many  kinds.  Gas  rationing,  meat¬ 
less  days,  heatless  days,  and  many 
other  inconveniences  were  accept¬ 
ed  without  a  murmer.  Why  was 
that  true?  ,  Simply  because  before 
that  we  had  given  to  the  service 
our  fathers,  husbands,  brothers, 
'sons.  They  were  stationed  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Having  made 
that  gift  everything  else  was  of 
secondary  importance  and  we  made 
the  other  gifts  willingly  if  by  those 
gifts  we  could  make  it  easier  for 
our  loved  ones  at  the  front  and  in¬ 
crease  the  possibility  of  their  safe 
return  to  us. 

There  is  another  gift  that  in¬ 
cludes  all  gifts;  it  is  the  gift  of  our¬ 
selves  in  God’s  service.  If  we  really 
give  ourselves  to  God,  anything 
else  we  possess  goes  with  the  gift, 
whether  it  be  time,  talent,  posses¬ 
sions  or  what  not.  We  would  not 
throw  our  lives  in  the  balance  for 
the  church  and  Christ  and  then 
withhold  some  minor  power  we 
possess  that  would  help  tip  the 
scales  in  favor  of  a  cause  to  which 
we  had  already  given  so  much. 
Paul  explained  the  marvelous  sac¬ 
rificial  service  the  Macedonians 
were  rendering  in  God’s  service  by 
saying  that  they  “First  gave  their 
own  selves  to  the  Lord.”  That  was 
a  gift  that  included  any  other  gift 
they  possessed. 

More  Than  Conquerors 

Paul  speaks,  in  our  lesson,  of  be¬ 
ing  “More  than  conquerors.”  We 
usually  think  it  is  enough  to  be 
victorious  in  a  struggle.  Paul  talks 
of  doing  something  more  in  the 
Christian  warfare  than  to  conquer 
a  foe.  It  is  not  difficult  to  see  why, 
in  the  Christian  life,  that  it  is  not 
enough  simply  to  be  victorious  in 
a  religious  struggle.  If  that  were 
the  extent  of  our  accomplishments 
we  would  barely  be  “holding  our 
own.” 

Paul  is  indicating  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  not  only  conquer 
our  adversaries  but  to  convert  these 
battles  into  blessings  and  grow 
stronger  as  a  result  of  our  various 
religious  problems.  Everything  ad¬ 
versaries  did  to  the  Apostle  Paul 
seemed  but  to  give  him  added 
strength,  purpose  and  determina¬ 
tion  to  continue  his  mission  of  pro¬ 
claiming  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Inseparably  Linked  To  God 

The  Apostle  goes  to  extreme 
lengths,  by  adding  words  on  top 
of  words,  to  assure  us  that  there 
is  no  poiyer  of  earth  or  beneath  the 
earth  or  experience  of  life  that  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God. 
We  believe  that  is  true.  There  is 
no  power  outside  ourselves  that  can 
separate  us  from  God. 

We  believe  it  is  rather  signifi¬ 
cant,  with  all  the  words  Paul  used 
here,  that  he  never  said  anything 
about  our  own  power  to  separate 
ourselves  from  God.  We  are  free 
moral  agents  and  thereby  can  defy 
any  power  that  would  separate  us 
from  God.  We  are  also  free  moral 
agents  in  deciding  whether  or  not 
we  are  to  remain  in  fellowship  with 
God.  y 
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Louisiana  Conference  Holds  Special  Session  At  Alexandria 

600  Attend  Convocation 
On  Citizenship 


Workshop  Plans 
Every  Member 
Canvass  For  Area 


Some  600  ministers  and  laymen 
attended  the  special  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  at  Alex¬ 
andria’s  First  Methodist  Church, 
Nov.  29. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  presented 
the  opening  devotional  and  presided 
at  the  “Convocation  on  Citizenship,” 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Boards 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
World  Peace,  and  Temperance,  and 
which  also  included  two  brief  busi¬ 
ness  sessions. 

The  conference  unanimously  a- 
dopted.  a  resolution  presented  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  Bowden,  Jr.,  Watson, 
secretary  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Temperance,  which  asked  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  Governor  Earl  K.  Long  to  in¬ 
clude  in  the  next'  session  of  the 
State  Legislature  the  matter  of  de¬ 
fining  beer. 

Temperance  Resolution 

“Whether  it  is  a  special  or  a  reg¬ 
ular  session,”  the  resolution,  asked 
the  Governor  to  include  “the  matter 
of  appropriate  action  defining  beer 
containing  more  than  }k  of  1%  of 
alcohol  by  weight  as  an  intoxicating 
alcoholic  beverage,  and  placing  beer 
under  the  same  regulations  and  con¬ 
trol  as  to  hours  of  sale,  sale  to 
minors,  sale  on  Sundays,  holidays 
and  election,  days  as  pertain  to  bev¬ 
erages  of  higher  alcohol  content.” 

The  resolution  was  passed  due  to 
the  state’s  recent  Supreme  Court 
decision  defining  beer  as  a  malt 
beverage,  and  thus  making  it  avail¬ 
able  for  sale  on  Sunday,  etc. 
Simultaneous  Every  Member 
Canvass 

The  conference  also  voted  to  join 
the  simultaneous  every  member 
canvas  now  being  planned  for  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  The  pres¬ 
entation  was  made  by  Robert  G. 
Mayfield,  Chicago,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Lay 
Activities;  and  the  Rev.  Karl  Tooke, 
Shreveport,  conference  director  of 
stewardship.  Action  to  accept  the 
plan  followed  a  resolution  from  the 
Cabinet  presented  by  the  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  District  Meet¬ 
ings  are  now  being  planned  for  Jan¬ 
uary,  and  the  canvass  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  so  as  to  conclude  on  Loyalty 
Sunday,  in  May,  with  Victory  Sun¬ 
day  scheduled  for  the  following 
week. 

New  Centenary  Building 

Although  no  conference  action 
was  necessary,  plans  were  present- 
to  the  group  concerning  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  Religious  Center 
Building  on  the  Centenary  College 
Campus,  Shreveport.  (For  details 
see  story  on  Pages  2  and  3.) 

Plans 'for  the  structure  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  J.  C.  L  o  v  e,  Ruston, 
chairman  of  the  study  commission 
°u  higher  education;  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  executive  secretary  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Education;  and 


At  left,  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  host  district  superintendent  for  the  special 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  looks  on  as  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  center,  who 
presided,  discusses  the  program  with  keynote  speaker,  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas. 


Church  Site-Purchase  Campaign  For 
$300,000  Opens  In  N.  O.  District 


The  $300,000  church  site-purchase 
campaign  of  New  Orleans  district 
Methodist  opened  officially  with  a 
“kick-off”  dinner  Tuesday  night, 
Dec.  4,  at  7:30  o’clock  in  the  Tulane 
room,  Jung  hotel,  with  five  hundred 
Methodist  laymen  attending. 

Speakers  were  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin  of  the  A”rkansas-Louisiana 
Area,  and  the  Rev.  Olin  Hunt,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  Pa.,  of  the  department  of 
field  service  and  finance  of  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  French,  director 
of  the  port  of  New  Orleans  and  gen¬ 
eral  chairman  of  the  fund  campaign, 
presided  at  the  dinner,  which  mark¬ 
ed  the  beginning  of  solicitation  for 
the  fund  drive. 

Final  report  meeting  for  the  drive 
is  scheduled  for  Sunday,  Dec.  16. 

Actual  solicitation  follows  a  four- 
week  period  of  preparation  and  edu¬ 
cation.  Laymen  spoke  Sunday,  Dec. 
2,  in  all  42  churches  of  the  New 
Orleans  district,  in  the  last  of  a 
series  of  four  Sunday  talks,  in 
which  church  members  have  heard 
the  purposes  of  the  drive  explained. 

On  Dec.  2,  the  lay  talks  em¬ 
phasized  the  role  of  the  “1000  Club” 
in  the  achievement  of  the  $300,000 
goal  for  the  purchase  of  16  suburban 
church  sites. 

The  “1000  Club”  is  an  organization 
of  lay  givers  who  pledge  on  a  quad- 


Dr.  J.  J.  Mickle,  Centenary  presi¬ 
dent.  The  group  cast  a  vote  of  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  work  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  group. 

Commission  Members  Named 
The  conference  elected  the  fol- 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


rennial  basis  toward  the  building 
of  new  churches.  Dr.  French  said  it 
is  hoped  that  1000  members  will  be 
enrolled  in  the  New  Orleans  dis¬ 
trict.  It  is  expected  that  about  $100,- 
000  of  the  $300,000  campaign  goal 
will  be  pledged  by  members  of  the 
district  “1000  Club.” 

J.E.B.  Ransone  was  chairman  of 
the  program  committee  for  the 
kickoff  dinner. 


A  workshop  on  stewardship  was 
conducted  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  Nov.  27  and  28. 

The  two-day  session  was  under- 
the  direction  of  the  General  Board 
of  Lay  Activities  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference;  and  leaders  included 
Robert  G.  Mayfield,  Chicago,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities;  Robert  C.  Williams,  also 
of  Chicago,  assistant  to  the  executive 
secretary?  and  the  Rev.  Karl  Tooke, 
Shreveport,  conference  director  of 
stewardship. 

A  group  of  some  50  ministers  and 
laymen  from  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  and  Texas,  heard  an 
outline  of  a  plan  for  a  simultaneous, 
area-wide,  every  member  canvass 
which  will  be  held  in  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  in  the  spring  of  1957,  and 
which  is  already  scheduled  for  14 
other  areas  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  who  at¬ 
tended  the  session,  told  the  group 
that  the  canvass  is  a  part  of  the 
local  church  emphasis  of  the  quad¬ 
rennial  program;  and  while  it  is  a 
program  of  stewardship,  it  is  being 
planned  as  a  program  of  spiritual 
strengthening  also. 

Through  the  plan,  members  of  the 
local  churches  will  be  visited  in 
their  homes,  and  will  have  an  out¬ 
line  of  their  church  program 
brought  to  them.  Then  they  will 
be  asked  for  a  pledge  to  the  church 
budget.  And,  although  the  special 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
voted  to  join  in  the  area-wide  pro¬ 
gram,  each  church  will  have  the 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


i  R>?b»®r**C'  Williams,  assistant  to  the  executive  secretary  of  the  General  Board  i 
Lay  Activities,  Chicago,  at  left,  checks  notes  with  the  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Shreveport,  ; 
the  stewardship  workshop  held  in  Alexandria.  Both  led  discussions  at  the  two-da 
session,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tooke  is  director  of  stewardship  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 


DEAN  R.  E.  SMITH  TO  BE  HONORED  BY 

Religious  Center  Building  At  Centenary 


La.  Conference  Votes  Its  Approval 
At  November  29 


Structure  Will  Also 
House  Louisiana 
Conference  Officers 

Provision  of  a  building  where  future  gen¬ 
erations  can  be  trained  to  discover  the  spiritual 
resources  making  for  maximum  usefulness  to 
society  is,  perhaps,  the  finest  tribute  which  can 
be  paid  to  a  man  who  has  devoted  virtually  his 
entire  adult  life  to  Christian  education. 

Centenary  College,  the  Four  Square  Bible 
Class  of  Shreveport  and  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education  are  combining  their  funds  and 
energies  to  make  possible  a  $225,000  Religious 
Center  Building  in  honor  of  Dean  R.  E.  Smith. 
The  structure  will  bear  Dean  Smith’s  narhe  and 
will  assure  the  continuance  of  his  work  on  the 
Centenary  campus. 

Conference  Approval 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  session  last  week  in  Alex- 


Called  Session 


andria,  gave  approval  to  initial  plans  for  the 
building  and  its  financing.  Dr.  Joe  J.  Mickle, 
president  of  Centenary,  and  the  Rev.  R.  Leonard 
Cooke,  vice  president,  represented  the  college  at 
the  Conference  meeting. 

While  the  basic  truths  and  principles  of 
Christianity  remain  unchanging,  the  structures 
in  which  they  are  taught  do  deteriorate  and 
eventually  demand  replacement.  The  present 
white  frame  Religious  Center  Building  on  the 
Centenary  College  campus  has  outlived  its  use¬ 
fulness  and  presents  a  shabby  appearance  in 
the  very  shadow  of  the  steeple  of  the  beautiful 
new  Brown  Memorial  Chapel.  Its  facilities  are 
inadequate  for  serving  the  needs  of  a  college 
where  training  for  Christian  character  is  placed 
on  a  parity  with  training  for  business  and  pro¬ 
fessional  careers. 

Idea  Not  New 

Both  Centenary  College  ahd  the  Four 
Square  Bible  Class  long  have  entertained  the 
idea  of  honoring  Dean  Smith,  who  served  both 
for  many  years,  in  a  tangible  way  during  his 


lifetime.  Dean  Smith,  who  retired  in  1949,  was 
for  29  years  professor  and  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Biblical  literature  at  Centenary,  where 
he  also  acted  as  president  for  a  time  and  served 
as  dean. 

For  approximately  30  years,  he  has  served 
as  teacher  of  the  Four  Square  Bible  Class. 
Under  his  tutelage,  the  class  has  become  known 
throughout  the  South  as  a  great  inter-denomi¬ 
national  group,  whose  membership  boasts  per¬ 
sons  in  all  walks  of  life. 

The  Methodist  Board  of  Education,  which 
also  has  benefited  from  Dean  Smith’s  counsel 
and  assistance,  joined  in  the  movement  to  honor 
the  man  whose  work  has  had  such  a  profound 
influence  on  the  lives  of  the  many  students  he 
instructed  and  whose  leadership  has  made  it¬ 
self  felt  throughout  the  community. 

To  Be  Located  Near  Chapel 

The  three  groups,  with  the  go-ahead  from 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  plan  to  erect 
the  new  Religious  Center  Building  just  south 
of  the  chapel  on  the  Centenary  campus  as  a 
tribute  to  Dean  Smith.  A  two-story  structure 
of  brick  and  steel  construction,  to  face  on  Wood- 
lawn  Ave.,  is  proposed.  Plans  already  have 
been  prepared  by  J.  Cheshire  Peyton  and  Asso- 
_  ciates,  Shreveport  architects.  The  building  will 
have  10,000  square  feet  of  space  and  will  meas¬ 
ure  128  by  60  feet  at  its  widest  point. 

To  Have  Adequate  Facilities 

Initial  plans  call  for  a  38  by  58-foot  as¬ 
sembly  room,  containing  a  stage  for  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  religious  dramas,  on  the  ground 
floor.  A  kitchenette  will  adjoin  the  assembly 
room  and  will  serve  the  needs  of  the  Methodist 
students  who  will  hold  their  meetings  there.  An 
office  for  the  director  of  religious  activities,  a 
workroom  equipped  for  the  making  of  posters 
and  preparation  of  publications,  rest  rooms,  a 
receptionist’s  office  and  three  meeting  rooms  for 
students  of  other  religious  denominations  also 
are  planned  tentatively  for  the  first  floor  of  the 
projected  building.  A  second  kitchen  will  serve 
the  needs  of  the  various  student  groups. 

Louisiana  Conference  Headquarters 

The  second  floor  will  contain  offices  for 
representatives  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  Methodist  Board  of  Education  workers, 
the  district  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
district,  the  Conference  director  of  stewardship 
and  the  executive  secretary  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Education.  A  large  central  office  will 
be  provided  for  the  secretaries  of  the  various 


DR.  WEBB  D.  POMEROY 
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Below  is  pictured  the  R.  E.  Smith  Religious  Center  Building  which  will  be  constructed  on 
the  Centenary  College  Campus,  Shreveport,  honoring  Dean  Smith  for  his  many  years  of  service 
to  the  Centenary  College  and  Methodism.  Expected  to  cost  $225,000,  Methodists  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  have  a  part  in  financing  the  construction  of  this  building. 
The  Louisiana  Conference  voted  its  approval  of  this  project  last  week  in  Alexandria. 
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Building  Will  Have  Facilities  For 

•  Large  assembly  room,  with  stage  for  religious  drama  pres¬ 
entations. 

•  Office  for  the  director  of  religious  activities  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

•  Work  room  and  rooms  for  various  religious  activity  meet¬ 
ings. 

•  Office  for  the  district  superintendent,  Shreveport  district. 

•  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Education  offices. 

•  Louisiana  Conference  Director  of  Stewardship  office. 


personnel,  and  work  and  storage  rooms  will 
make  for  maximum  efficiency. 

Another  feature  of  the  second  floor  will  be 
a  guest  room  and  connecting  bath  for  the  use 
of  Religious  Emphasis  Week  speakers,  guest 
lecturers  and  others  who  visit  the  campus  to 
assist  in  the  religious  program  of  the  college. 

Everyone  Can  Help 

Although  no  campaign  has  been  launched 
to  date  to  raise  funds  for  the  projected  building, 
members  of  the  Four  Square  Bible  Class  have 
made  tentative  plans  to  embark  on  a  fund¬ 
raising  drive.  Centenary  College,  which  annual¬ 
ly  receives  $1  per  year  from  each  member  of 
the  Methodist  churches  in  the1  Conferences,  pro¬ 
poses  to  contribute  .all  sums  over  $50,000  per 
year  for  the  next  three  years  to  the  building 
fund. 

Methodists  across  the  state  also  will  be 
asked  to  assist  in  making  the  dream  a  reality 
by  lending  financial  support.  Many  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  who  are  expected  to  spearhead 
the  effort  received  their  early  religious  training 
under  Dean  Smith  and  already  have  expressed 
a  willingness  to  help. 

Need  Is  Obvious 

The  need  for  the  proposed  new  Religious 
Center  Building  has  been  obvious  for  some  time. 
Of  the  total,  student  population  at  Centenary 
College,  336  are  Methodists  and  all  attend  at 
least  some  of  the  functions  of  the  Methodist 
Student  Movement  during  the  year.  At  least 
ICO  of  these  Methodist  students  are  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  MSM  and  participate  in  virtually  all 
of  its  activities.  None  of  the  rooms  in  the  present 
structure  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  the 
entire  MSM  membership  at  a  given  time. 

Kappa  Chi,  the  ministerial  club  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  has  a  membership  of  approxi¬ 
mately  50  students,  and  even  the  activities  of 
this  smaller  group  are  seriously  curtailed  by 
inadequate  facilities.  Kappa  Chi  sponsors 
“quest,”  an  evening  worship  service,  daily  for 
students  of  all  denominations,  and  attendance 
is  limited  by  the  small  rooms  of  the  Religious 
Center. 

Will  Make  Possible  Expanded  Program 

The  proposed  new  building  also  would  meet 
the  need  for  workrooms,  rooms  in  which  voca¬ 
tional  seminars  can  be  held,  quiet  spots  in  which 
students  can  engage  in  inspirational  reading 
and  discussion  and  other  activities.  The  Rev. 
Jim  McLean,  an  ordained  Methodist  minister 
and  director  of  religious  life  at  Centenary,  says 
the  entire  religious  program  of  the  college  can 
be  expanded  greatly  when  a  new  and  modern 
building  is  available. 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  acting  head  of  the 
Bible  department,  concurs  in  this  view.  He  says 
the  committee  on  chapel  and  religious  life,  a 
joint  faculty-student  group  which  plans  fo<r 
the  total  religious  program  for  the  college, 
currently  must  take  into  consideration  the  over¬ 
crowded  facilities  before  scheduling  any  event 
on  the  campus. 

Another  problem  which  must  be  faced 
shortly  is  the  need  for  office  space  currently  al¬ 
lotted  to  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education  in 

REV.  JAMES  McLEAN 
Director  of  Religious  Life,  Centenary 


the  Science  Building  on  the  campus.  Since  these 
rooms  are  needed  for  classroom  and  laboratory 
work,  the  Board  will  have  to  seek  other  space 
as  enrollment  increases  at  the  college.  By  pro¬ 
viding  for  offices  for  this  group  in  the  proposed 
new  building,  the  personnel  will  be  able  to 
work  in  close  cooperation  with  other  religious 
workers  under  the  same  roof,  facilitating  the 
programs  of  all. 

Church  College  Should  Have  Adequate 
Religious  Facilities 

Since  Centenary  is  a  church-sponsored  col¬ 
lege,  its  facilities  for  religious  training  should 
be  among  the  finest.  During  the  current  se¬ 
mester,  55  of  Centenary’s  students  are  studying 
for  future  full-time  religious  work  as  ministers, 
directors  of  religious  education,  church  youth 
workers  and  workers  in  the  home  mission  field. 

As  its  religious  education  program  ex¬ 
panded  and  progressed,  Centenary  College 
outgrew  its  present  Religious  Center  Building. 


The  structure,  originally  built  in  1926  as  a  class¬ 
room  building,  was,  at  best,  merely  a  temporary 
facility.  It  has  been  used  variously  as  a  faculty 
apartment  house,  office  building  and  classroom 
building  and  never  has  had  a  complete  renova¬ 
tion.  Although  members  of  the  various  denomi¬ 
national  student  groups  have  voluntarily  re¬ 
decorated  meeting  rooms  assigned  to  them,  the 
building  is  ill-equipped  to  serve  as  the  hub  of 
campus  religious  life. 

New  Center  Will  Meet  Need 

The  proposed  new  Religious  Center,  to  be 
known  as  the  R.  E.  Smith  Religious  Center,  has 
been  designed  to  meet  specific  needs  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  the  Methodist  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  the  Four  Square  Bible  Class,  which 
never  has  boasted  a  meeting  place  -of  its  own. 
Further,  it  will  serve  to  honor  Dean  Smith, 
who  already  has  left  a  living  monument  in  the 
hearts  of  thousands  of  persons  whose  lives  his 
words  and  works  have  enriched. 


Below  is  pictured  the  Brown  Memorial  Chapel  which  erected  almost  two  years  ago  on  the 
Centenary  College  Campus  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Marvin  Brown,  and 
Ellis  Horn  Brown.  This  building  houses  at  the  p  esent  time  some  of  the  religious  activities  on 
the  Centenary  Campus.  It  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  total  needs  of  a  full  religious  activities 
program. 
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Editorials:  *  '  /■ 

'Wjunded  c ^Animals  <£Are  ‘Ddngt  rous 

IT  frequently  happens  that  dangerous  animals  become  doubly 
dangerous  when  wounded.  In  that  fact  lies  one  of  the  very 
dangerous  elements  of  the  present  world  situation. 

This  characteristic  of  wounded  animals  is  one  thing  that  is 
disturbing  the  leaders  of  the  free  world  at  this  time.  Without 
question,  the  revolution  in  Hungary,  the  near  revolt  in  Poland, 
and  the  unsettled  condition  in  all  of  Russia’s  satelite  nations  as 
well  as  in  Russia  itself  have  hurt  present  Russian  leaders,  making 
wounds  from  which  they  may  not  be  able  to  recover.  Russian 
communism  feels  less  secure  today  than  for  years  past. 

Only  a  desperate  mad-man  would  loose  on  the  world  of  today 
an  all-out  war.  However,  since  dangerous  animals  are  doubly 
dangerous  when  wounded,  the  world  cannot  but  have  a  sense  of 
uneasiness  while  the  wounded  leaders  of  the  Kremlin  lick  their 
wounds.  The  fact  is  that  the  world  can  never  feel  secure  while 
men  like  the  present  rulers  of  Russia  have  at  their  command  in¬ 
conceivable  powers  of  destruction.  Let  us  hope  and  pray  that 
they  retain  some  semblance  of  sanity. 


PRAYER  STARTS  WHEELS  TO  MOVING 


c&here  Is  <fA  ^Difference 


IT  was  a  matter  of  surprise  and  keen  disappointment  to  the 
American  government  and  to  the  American  people  when  Eng¬ 
land  and  France  landed  troops  in  Egypt  along  the  Suez  Canal. 
In  America  it  was  commonly  felt  that  this  move  was  a  big  mistake. 

There  were  plenty  of  provocations  and  interests,  which  Eng¬ 
land  and  France  considered  vital,  involved.  Perhaps  if  we 
knew  the  whole  story,  as  England  and  France  know  it,  we  would 
be  less  harsh  in  our  criticism.  However,  to  date,  nothing  has  come 
to  light  that  would  seem  to  justify  this  wide  departure  from  the 
course  allied  nations  have  commonly  followed.  - 

One  of  the  very  hurtful  things  about  this  Egyptian  invasion 
is  the  question  many  are  asking.  That  question,  in  various  forms  is, 
“What  is  the  difference  in  this  action  on  the  part  of  England  and 
France  and  the  invasion  of  Hungary  by  Soviet  forces?”  While 
America  makes  no  effort  to  justify  either  of  these  invasions,  the 
fact  remains  that  there  is  a  real  difference  and  that  difference  is 
rapidly  coming  to  light. 

One  real  difference  is  in  the  fact  that  England  and  France 
did  not  invade  Egypt  to  subjugate  and  enslave  its  people.  Russian 
soldiers  did  invade  Hungary  to  subdue  and  subjugate  the  Hungar¬ 
ian  people.  With  a  merciless  strength  Russian  soldiers  killed 
thousands  of  Hungarians  simply  because  they  were  struggling 
to  be  free.  In  addition  to  those  killed,  Russia  deports  thousands 
of  Hungarians  to  a  life  worse  than  death. 

Another  difference  comes  to  light  when  the  United  Nations 
decides  to  intervene.  England  and  France  readily  agrees  for  a 
United  Nations  force  to  enter  the  situation  and  asks  that  it  take 
over  the  task  of  policing  the  canal  and  allows  it  to  separate  the 
fighting  forces.  Russia  declares  that  what  is  happening  in  Hungary 
is  no  concern  of  the  United  Nations  or  anybody  else  outside  of 
Hungary.  Through  its  puppet  government  there,  it  has  repeatedly 
refused  to  admit  representatives  of  the  United  Nations  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  situation. 

There  is  also  a  difference  in  that  England  and  France  are  with¬ 
drawing  their  forces  from  Egypt  and  have  set  an  approximate  date 
when  all  of  their  troops  will  be  withdrawn.  On  the  contrary 
Russian  troops  still  occupy  Hungary  in  force.  There  is  no  present 
plan  for  their  withdrawal  and  no  one  excepts  them  to  voluntarily 
withdraw.  There  is  a  vital  difference  in  these  two  invasions. 

Annual  ^Pilgrim  ige  Bethlehem 

A  recent  Religious  News  Service  press  release  reports  that 
the  annual  pilgrimage  of  a  group  of  Jerusalem  religious 
leaders  and  diplomats  to  Bethlehem  during  the  Christmas 
season  has  been  canceled  this  year  because  of  Israel-Jordan  diffi¬ 
culties.  It  seems  that  a  French  consul  had  customarily  led  the 
pilgrimage,  and  Jordan  officials  were  not  in  the  mood  to  grant  any 
special  favors  to  the  French.  Whatever  may  be  behind  all  this,  of 
course,  we  do  not  pretend  to  know,  but  it  occurs  to  us  that  in  a 


real  sense  each  one  of  us  has  the  opportunity  each  year  to  make 
his  own  spiritual  pilgrimage  to  Bethlehem  and  whether  or  not 
it  is  made  is  determined  by  our  own  selves.  If  the  coming  birthday 
of  the  Christ  means  what  it  really  ought  to  mean,  it  will  because 
we  have,  each  in  his  or  her  own  way,  fully  prepared  ourselves 
and  sought  out  Christ  anew  during  this  blessed  season. 

What  if  there  had  been  no  Wise  Men  at  the  first  Christmas, 
these  men,  guided  by  a  divine  light,  who  traveled  many  miles  to 
humble  themselves  before  a  newborn  babe  cradled  in  a  stable 
manger?  Their ’s  was  the  first  pilgrimage  to  Bethlehem,  and  who 
is  there  to  say  that  the  experience  was  not  a  fully  satisfying  one 
for  them  when  at  the  journey’s  end  each  laid  his  own  precious 
gift  before  the  Christ  child?  Across  these  many  centuries  Chris¬ 
tians,  guided  by  a  divine  light,  in  their  own  hearts  have  also  made 
this  pilgrimage,  and  in  presenting  themselves  found  anew  the 
experience  of  Christ  in  their  lives. 

That  light  shines  above  each  one  of  us  today,  beckoning  us 
to  make  our  spiritual  pilgrimage  to  the  Saviour’s  cradle.  Many 
of  us.  will  follow  that  light  and  again  hear  the  angels  sing  “Peace 
On  Earth,  Good  Will  Among  Men.”  Others  of  us  will  be  indifferent, 
obstinate,  or  even  disdainful,  going  our  own  ways  during  this 
period,  reading  into  the  season  every  conceivable  .meaning  not  in 
keeping  with  its  original  meaning. 

Others  may  have  decided  the  pilgrimage  for  today’s  Jerusalem 
leaders.  We  will  decide  each  for  himself  whether  or  not  we  join 
the  Wise  Men. 

<L Americans  Read  effluch 

|  F  you  have  any  misgivings  about  the  power  of  the  printed  word 
j  in  this  day  when  so  many  other  media  are  bidding  for  people’s 

time,  consider  the  reported  fact  that  during  the  past  12  months 
Americans  read  approximately  I8V2  billion  newspapers,  4^  billion 
magazines  and  450  million  books.  This  figures,  the  result  of  a 
recent  survey,  indicate  that  Americans  haven’t  lost  very  much  in 
the  way  of  interest  in  printed  matter. 

The  place  of  the  printed  word  is  of  even  more  importance 
for  Christians  and  especially  Methodists.  This  is  the  one  immedi¬ 
ately  open  medium  through  which  news,  points  of  view,  ideas, 
church  program,  helpful  devotional  materials  can  be  channelled 
regularly  to  the  church’s  membership. 

We  are  suggesting  that  local  church  leaders  begin  to  give 
some  thought  and  preparation  to  the  annual  Area-Wide  Circulation 
Campaign  for  this  publication  to  insure  that  this  channel  is  kept 
open.  With  such  a  vast  amount  of  reading  material  going  into  our 
homes  from  secular  presses,  it  is  all  the  more  important  that  the 
church  publications  be  kept  strong  circulation-wise. 
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Batesville  District 


Building  Improvements 


DURING  the  past  several  years  there  has  been  a  considerable  amount 
of  construction  underway  in  the  several  charges  of  the  Batesville 
District.  These  improvements  have  been  made  to  existing  church 
and  educational  buildings,  new  church  and  educational  buildings 
have  been  erected,  and  homes  for  pastors  have  been  constructed. 

A  brief  summary  of  these  improvements  together  with  some  pictures 
of  the  buildings  are  here  presented.  * 

District  Parsonage 

Now  being  completed  is  a  new  district  parsonage  of  red  brick  veneer 
with  three  bedrooms,  2Yz  baths,  living  and  dining  room,  kitchen  and 
storage  facilities  and  a  district  superintendents  office.  The  cost  of  the 
building  is  approximately  $19,000  with  the  real  estate  cost  of  $2,500  in 
addition.  W.  D.  Murphy,  Jr.,  is  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  with 
other  members  including,  Nels  Barnett,  Fax  Roberson,  Rev.  Lloyd  Conyers, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett,  and  Rev.  Richard  E.  Connell,  district  superintendent. 
Assisting  in  the  selection  of  the  interior  colors  were:  Mrs.  Carl  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Charles  Cole,  Mrs.  Frank  White  and  Mrs.  Joe  Houston. 

Yellville  Parsonage 

Pictured  below  the  district  parsonage  and  at  left  is  the  Yellville  par¬ 
sonage.  The  new  pastors  home  has  been  completed  since  the  June  con¬ 
ference  session  and  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $8,500.  Of  stone  veneer 
construction  the  home  has  three  bedrooms,  living  room,  dining  room, 
kitchen,  utility  space,  pastor’s  study,  bath  and  garage.  Russell  Evans  and 
Milton  Summerour  served  as  co-chairmen  of  the  building  committee. 
Rev.  M.  L.  Kaylor  is  the  Yellville  pastor. 

Oak  Ridge  Church 

Pictured  below  the  district  parsonage  and  at  right  is  the  new  Oak 
Ridge  Church,  built  several  months  ago  at  a  cost  of  approx^matelv  $5,000 
and  was  dedicated  in  March  by  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin.  The  constriction 
program  was  led  by  Rev.  T.  O.  Love.  The  structure  is  of  gray  stone  veneer, 
has  a  beautiful  sanctuary  with  two  classrooms. 

Asbury  Parsonage 

Pictured  below  the  Yellville  parsonage  is  the  new  parsonage  at  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church  in  Batesville.  Of  gray  stone  and  frame  con¬ 
struction,  the  new  home,  valued  at  approximately  $10,000  has  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  with  ample  living  and  dining  room  space,  kitchen,  and  utility 
rooms.  Rev.  Cyril  Wilson,  pastor,  led  the  Asbury  congregation  in  the 
erection  of  the  addition.  The  building  committee  was  composed  of  Bryan 
House,  chairman,  Roy  Brown,  Herbert  Reynolds,  Cecil  Patterson,  and  the 
pastor  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson.  The  pastor  and  his  family  moved  in  less  than 
two  months  ago. 

Desha  Educational  Building 

Pictured  below  the  Oak  Ridge  Church  is  the  new  Desha  Educational 
Building.  Of  stone  veneer  construction  it  was  built  to  harmonize  with  the 
sanctuary.  The  new  building  has  a  fellowship  hall,  four  classrooms,  large 
equipped  kitchen  and  rest  rooms.  Built  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $6,000 
the  building  is  28  x  60  and  was  completed  in  early  spring  of  this  year. 

Oil  Trough  Educational  Building 

The  Oil  Trough  Educational  Building  was  built  a  few  months  ago  at 
a  cost  of  $8,000.  It  has  a  dining  hall,  kitchen,  and  space  for  the  intermediate 
and  young  people  departments.  Vernie  Tarpley  was  chairman  of  the 
building  committee  and  Buch  Barnes  is  the  official  board  chairman.  Rev. 
Gerald  Hammett  is  the  pastor. 

Cave  City  Parsonage 

Pictured  below  the  Desha  Educational  Building  is  the  Cave  City 
Parsonage.  Completed  several  months  ago  this  new  parsonage  is  a  three 
bedroom  home,  of  gray  stone  veneer.  The  Womens  Society,  according  to 
district  leaders,  did  an  exceptionally  fine  job  in  beautifully  furnishing  this 
home.  Rev.  Ray  Moncrief  is  the  pastor.  James  Street  served  as  building 
committee  chairman  and  Berl  Ball  is  the  official  board  chairman.  The 
parsonage  is  valued  at  approximately  $8,000. 

Corinth  Church 

Pictured  below  the  Oil  Trough  Educational  Building  is  the  new  church 
building  at  Corinth— a  church  on  the  Evening  Shade  charge.  The  building 
replaces  an  older  building  which  had  been  in  bad  repair.  Though  the 
membership  of  the  Corinth  Church  is  small,  the  new  structure  was  erected 
and  paid  for  with  only  a  small  donation  contributed  from  outside  sources. 
Much  of  the  labor  was  donated.  The  dedication  service  will  be  held  in 
the  future.  The  building  committee  includes  Wilford  Oyler,  chairman, 


Alfred  Rogers,  R.  I.  Brown,  Luther  Oyler,  Calving  Whited,  Mrs.  Glenda 
Rogers  and  Mrs.  Vila  Oyler. 

Newport  Parsonage 

Pictured  below  the  Cave  City  parsonage  is  the  new  parsonage  at 
Newport.  This  $20,000  structure,  of  red  brick  veneer  construction,  has 
been  built  in  a  new  location  in  one  of  the  fine  sections  of  Newport.  The 
home  includes  three  bedrooms,  living  room,  dining  area,  kitchen,  break¬ 
fast  nook  and  two  baths.  The  Womens  Society  and  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  were  responsible  for  furnishing  the  parsonage.  The  building  com¬ 
mittee  chairman  was  Mrs.  Clyde  McDonald.  Judge  Andrew  Ponder  is 
chairman  of  the  official  board.  Rev.  John  Bayliss  was  assigned  the  new 
Newport  pastor  in  June. 

Sharp  Church 

V 

Not  pictured  is  the  new  stone  veneer  church  built  recently  for  the 
Sharp  Methodist  Congregation  and  dedicated  by  Bishop  Martin  on  Sunday 
March  18.  This  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $4,500  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  T.  O.  Love,  and  is  now  being  served  by  Rev.  Cyril  Wilson, 
Asbury  pastor,  Batesville. 

Concord  Church 

-  Built  at  a  dost  of  approximately  $6,000  this  new  church  plant  is  for 
a  congregation  scarcely  three  years  old.  The  building  has  a  sanctuary, 
two  classrooms,  and  a  basement.  The  building  committee  included  C.  C. 
Pasley,  Claron  .Martin,  Clee  Martin,  Guy  Spinks  and  B^  A.  Ward.  Con¬ 
struction  was  began  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Vernon  Anderson  and 
was  completed  by  Rev.  Mark  Winmer,  and  the  congregation  is  now  being 
served  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Ford. 

Cedar  Grove  Church 

This  building  program  included  the  remodeling  of  the  church  plant 
and  adding  an  Educational  Building.  Floyd  Burleson  served  as  chairman 
of  the  building  committee,  and  Rev.  M.  L.  Kalyer,  Yellville  pastor  is 
serving  the  Cedar  Grove  Congregation.  The  cost  of  this  building  was 
approximately  $4,500. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


PEOPLE  WHO  COUNT 

Longfellow  may  be  a  bit  out-of-date  as  a  poet  but  the  appeal  still 
lingers  from  those  lines  learned  in  our  school  textbooks: 

“Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 

We  can  make  our  lives  sublime, 

And  departing,  leave  behind  us, 

Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time.” 

In  fact,  we  desire  to  leave  footprints  in  something  more  permanent 
than  the  sand  which  the  next  wave  of  the  future  may  erase.  We  should 
~  hke  to  feel  our  footprints  serve  to  make  better  paths 

for  those  who  come  after  us.  We  want  to  do  something 
worthwhile  in  the  world. 

We  also  crave  the  feeling  we  count  among  our  fel¬ 
low  men  while  we  live.  To  maintain  our  morale''  we 
must  be  made  to  feel  we  matter  to  somebody.  That 
p  ?WBL  *s  one  thing  which  a  homo  does  for  a  person.  At  the 

r  office  of  old  Scrooge  in  Dickens’  “Christmas  Carol,” 

Bob  Cratchit,  the  underpaid  clerk,  is  dwarfed  by  a 
feeling  of  insignificance.  But  when  he  goes  home,  he 
finds  himself  a  hero  to  his  son  Tiny  Tim:  in  the  warmth 
of  his  home  circle  Bob  Cratchit  regains  his  self-respect 
and  sense  of  worth. 

Jesus  recognized  man’s  desire  for  distinction.  He  said  to  His  followers: 
“Ye  aie  the  light  of  the  world.”  Those  words  must  have  run  through 
the  minds  of  His  listeners  as  the  light  flashes  into  a  darkened  room  when 
the  electric  switch  is  turned  on.  There  they  were,  lowly  folk,  unknown 
fishermen,  humble  residents  in  an  oppressed  province.  To  be  told  they 
were  the  light  of  the  world  seemed  unbelievable;  yet  the  One  who  said 
it  spoke  as  one  having  authority.  He  had  a  way  of  making  people  believe 
Him.  Hence  their  eyes  must  have  lighted  up.  They  must  have  lifted  their 
shoulders  and  regained  their  self-respect.  The  Roman  legions  who  policed 
Palestine  might  treat  them  like  cattle,  as  the  Russians  have  been  treating 
the  Hungarians,  but  in  the  eyes  of  God  they  were  human  beings.  They 
were  immortal  souls  put  into  the  world  for  a  purpose.  ' 


When  Jesus  said  to  them,  “Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.”  He  made 
those  listeners  feel  they  counted.  That  is  a  service  which  becomes  more 
and  more  imperative  as  men  come  to  live  more  and  more  in  crowds.  When 
we  live  in  large  cities,  and  work  in  large  factories,  and  serve  in  large 
armies,  we  tend  to  be  dwarfed  by  the  pressure  of  numbers.  The  individual 
loses  his  sense  of  significance  when  he  is  swallowed  up  in  a  large  group. 

As  one  who  was  brought  up  in  the  country  and  now  lives  in  a  great 
city,  I  know  how  much  harder  it  is  to  feel  that  an  individual  counts  in 
a  city  of  eight  million  than  in  a  town  of  eight  hundred.  A  lawyer,  promoted 
from  a  rather  small  town  to  the  main  offices  of  a  great  railroad,  announced 
one  day  that  after  the  first  of  the  year  he  would  be  found  back  in  the 
little  place  of  his  earlier  practice,  where,  he  said,  even  the  boys  on  the 
street  called  him  by  name  when  he  walked  to  work.  He  could  not  stand 
bejng  nameless  and  unrecognized  in  a  great  metropolis. 

And  a  well-known  social  worker  some  years  ago,  after  spending  some 
time  in  the  ranks  of  factory  workers  where  men  are  known  by  number 
rather  than  by  name,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  organized  society 
the  wheels  of  each  of  us  are  turned  for  better  of  for  worse  by  our  main¬ 
spring  desire  to  enjoy  the  feeling  of  our  worth  as  a  person  among  other 
persons.  Yes,  each  of  us  wants  to  feel  he  is  somebody,  that  he  counts  for 
something. 

But  how  far  is  this  feeling  mere  egoism?  Two  great  British  men  of 
science,  Herbert  Spencer  and  Thomas  Huxley,  were  once  walking  together. 
Spencer  said,  “I  suppose  all  one  can  do  with  one’s  life  is  to  make  one’s 
mark  and  die.”  Huxley  replied,  “It  is  not  necessary  to  make  one’s  mark; 
all  one  need  do  is  to  give  a  push.”  Huxley  there  struck  the  higher  ethical 
note.  Our  main  interest  should  be  in  the  work  we  are  advancing  rather 
than  in  the  mark  we  are  making. 

The  lasting  satisfactions  of  life  come  from  serving  some  need.  Healthy 
boys  do  not  like  to  be  praised  and  petted,  but  they  do  like  to  feel  they 
count  in  the  family’s  work.  I  remember  how  good  I  felt  when  I  earned 
my  first  dollar  from  my  father. 

A  few  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  woman  who  was  pining  away 
in  the  hospital.  There  was  nothing  organically  wrong  with  her.  But  her 
invalid  husband,  whom  she  had  been  nursing,  had  died  some  months 
before.  She  had  no  one  who  needed  her. 

Yes,  we  want  to  count — but  for  something  more  than  ourselves. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

By 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


WHO  ARE  PEOPLE? 

What  a  queer  question!  People  are  people, 
that’s  what.  Men,  women,  boys,  girls,  babes  in 
arms:  human  beings,  all  of  them.  Some  earn 
the  living,  some  make  the  homes,  some  help 
out  with  the  housework.  Some  are  badly  pam¬ 
pered  by  doting  parents  who  are  too  short¬ 
sighted  to  see  the  trouble  they  are  stacking  up 
for  their  children  whom  they  think  they  love. 
Some  are  “living  it  up”  and  paying  no  attention 
to  the  danger  signals  that  constantly  are  waved 
before  them.  But  why  go  on?  We  see  people 
every  day.  Some  of  us  see  a  lot  more  than 
others.  Why  do  I  ask  such  a  meaningless  ques¬ 
tion? 

Yes,  people  are  all  this  and  a  lot  more.  Once 
there  were  several  thousand  very  ordinary  peo¬ 
ple  following  Jesus  to  hear  what  He  said  and 
see  what  He  did.  Some  of  His  followers  felt 
that  these  people  were  not  worth  worrying 
about.  They  told  the  Master,  “Send  the  crowd 
away.  We  don’t  know  half  of  them.  Besides, 
who  has  the  cash  to  spare  to  buy  bread  for 
them.  Send  the  crowd  away,  Lord.”  But  Jesus 
said  to  His  disciples,  “Give  them  something  to 
eat.”  ...  A  poor  woman  came  and  fell  at  Jesus’ 
feet,  begging  that  He  heal  her  daughter.  The 
disciples  said,  “Send  her  away,  she’s  worrying 
us.”  But  Jesus  healed  the  daughter.  The  sick 
multitudes  in  every  city  of  that  day  were  a 
pestilence  on  any  self-respecting  citizen.  Yet 
Jesus  looked  on  them  with  compassionate  love 
and  felt  that  they  were  as  sheep  without  a 
shepherd. 

A  score  of  years  ago  in  Germany  a  little 
paper  hanger  with  a  small  mustache  had  visions 
of  personal  grandeur.  He  conceived  the  conquest 
of  the  world  by  the  creation  of  an  idea  that 
the  Germans  were  the  superior  race  in  the 
world.  Adolph  Hitler  could  not  succeed,  though, 
because,  as  Simon  Peter  once  said,  “God  plays 
no  favorites.  “With  God  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  superior  race  or  nation.  There  is  no  such 
thing  with  God  as  any  group  or  nation  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  an  inside  track  on  His  blessings. 
Our  own  people  in  this  country  often  become 
blinded  in  a  race  to  acquire  a  lot  of  wealth  or 
prominence.  But  invariably  when  we  become 
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“HOLMES  AND  BRANDEIS 
DISSENTING” 

I  suppose  everyone  who  espouses  a  “cause” 
— be  it  social,  religious,  or  political — feels  at 
times  discouraged  and  frustrated.  “Is  it  worth 
the  time,  the  effort,  the  misunderstanding  and 
mis-interpretation  even  of  friends?”  The  sensi¬ 
tive — and  often  lonely — Christian  preacher  must 
occasionally  ask  himself,  “Is  the  world  getting 
any  better  because  of  my  preaching? — because 
of  all  the  sermons  and  services  of  the  weeks 
and  years?”  The  well-intentioned  but  usually 
astigmatic-memoried  elder  friend  who  joys  in 
recalling  “the  good  old  days” — of  this  church, 
or  of  this  town — does  not  contribute  to  one’s 
feeling  of  growth  and  advancement. 

Perhaps  the  extreme  statement  of  this  sense 
of  futility  are  the  lines  (taken  almost  always  out 
of  the  context  of  Lowell’s  genuine  long-range 
optimism),  “Right  forever  on  the  scaffold, ' 
Wrong  forever  on  the  throne.” 

The  New  York  Times,  the  other  day,  called 
attention  to  the  famed  legal  battles  of  the  early 
part  of  this  century — with  many  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decisions  ending  with  what  became  a 
byword  of  liberalism,  “Holmes  and  Brandeis 
dissenting.”  These  “dissents”  of  the  minority 
of  the  Court  were  mostly  in  the  areas  of  free¬ 
dom  of  speech,  freedom  of  press,  trade  unionism, 
states  rights,  questions  of  corporation  rights, 
powers  of  Congress,  etc.  Yet  these  minority 


involved  in  such  a  race  we  forget  that  all  peo¬ 
ple  are  precious  in  God’s  sight.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  superior  race  on  this  earth,  un¬ 
less  we  do  it  according  to  Jesus’  formula.  Hear 
Him  as  He  gives  the  requirements,  “Whoever 
humbles  himself  and  becomes  like  this  little 
child  will  be  the  greatest  in  heaven.”  We  can’t 
“live  it  up”  and  meet  the  requirements,  be¬ 
cause  we  would  become  too  much  interested 
in  our  own  worth.  We  can’t  continue  the  mad 
search  for  things  of  this  world  and  still  serve 
God’s  people  as  we  should.  Who  are  the  people? 
They  are  God’s  challenge  to  every  one  of  us 
to  serve  Him  by  helping  them,  even  the  poorest, 
most  sinful,  or  the  lowliest,  because,  “God 
plays  no  favorites.” 


opinions,  the  Times  notes,  were  studied  more 
eagerly  and  earnestly  than  the  conservative 
majority  votes;  and  these  minority  dissents 
showed  the  path  that  future  legislation  was  to 
take  in  this  country.  Yesterday’s  minority  dis¬ 
sent  became,  with  the  years,  the  enactments  of 
Congress,  the  opinions  of  the  majority:  Holmes 
and  Brandeis  were  merely  ahead  of  their  fel¬ 
lows,  but  pioneering  the  road.  The  Times  speaks 
of  this  as  “the  immortality  of  the  idea.” 

I  have  heard  Norman  Thomas  say — and  I 
have  read  the  same  from  Eugene  V.  Debs — that 
much  of  the  social  legislation  first  suggested 
early  in  this  century  by  the  minority  party  they 
represented  has  now  been  enacted  into  law  by 
the  majority  parties — Republicans  and  Demo¬ 
crats  often  vying  with  each  other  as  to  which 
will  “advocate  and  adopt”  a  measure  first.  If 
one  will  look  at  party  platforms,  say  from  1910 
to  1925,  he  will  find  that  the  “liberal  legisla¬ 
tion”  which  we  now  accept  in  public  housing, 
hours  of  labor,  social  security,  care  of  women 
and  children,  health  care,  free  higher  education? 
race  equality,  minimum  salaries,  unemployment 
insurance,  right  to  work,  and  many  other  mea¬ 
sures  of  social  advancement,  were  first  proposed 
by  minority  parties  or  groups,  later  accepted 
by  the  majorities. 

Even  our  Master  himself  appears  some¬ 
times  to  have  felt  discouraged  that  after  three 
years  (long  to  him  then;  brief  in  Christian 
history)  the  disciples  had  questions  of  doubt, 
the  masses  were  easily  weaned  away.  “How  long 
have  I  been  with  you?  i-.  .”  And  the  long  line 
of  saints,  the  martyrs,  and  pioneers — from  the 
eleven  men  huddled  in  a  room  in  Jerusalem 
to  the  churchmen  behind  curtains  in  Europe  and 
Asia  this  day — have  all  been  “in  the  minority,” 
“in  dissent,”  alone  and  often  forsaken  and 
frustrated.  But,  through  it  all,  “the  idea”  that 
was  born  into  the  world  with  Jesus  is,  like  him, 
immortal.  It  is  still  a  “minority  report”  in  our 
world  (too  many  millions  who  give  it  lip-service 
actually  .“voting  with  the  opposition”),  but  any 
idea  that  has  been  kept  alive  for  twenty  cen¬ 
turies  even  by  a  small  minority  has  in  it  the 
touch  of  immortality  and  it  will  triumph. 

No  minister  or  layman  holding  to  “thq 
idea”  and  the  ideal,  minority  among  men  though 
he  may  be.  need  ever  feel  he  is  “alone,”  he  is 
“getting  nowhere,”  he  is  not  helping  build  a 
better  world.  Today’s  minority,  plus  God,  be¬ 
comes  tomorrow’s  majority.  Today’s  “dissent” 
from  the  majority  opinion,  becomes  tomorrow’s 
accepted  belief  and  rule.  Holmes  and  Brandeis, 
the  lone  preacher  and  the  handful  with  ‘  the 
idea,”  dissenting,  point  the  road  for  the  slower 
majority. 
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C.W.S.  Plans  Appeal 
For  Hungarian 
Refugees 

New  York  (RNS) — Church  World 
Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  will  sponsor  a 
$325,000  emergency  fund  appeal  for 
Hungarian  refugees. 

The  appeal,  which  is  tentatively 
planned  to  continue  until  Christ¬ 
mas,  was  announced  at  a  new  con¬ 
ference  here  by  Dr.  R.  Norris  Wil¬ 
son,  executive  director,  immediately 
after  his  return  from  a  five-day  sur¬ 
vey  of  refugee  conditions  at  the 
Austro-Hungarian  border. 

He  said  the  money  would  be  used 
for  direct  relief  and  to  pay  the  sal¬ 
aries  of  an  emergency  Church  World 
Service  staff  to  aid  the  refugees. 
Sixty  are  employed  in  Austria  at 
present,  Dr.  Wilson  said,  with  many 
more  needed.  He  added  that  it  was 
planned  to  send  a  team  from  the 
United  States. 

The  relief  director  also  appealed 
for  donations  of  blankets  and  warm 
clothing  and  for  offers  of  housing 
and  jobs  for  Hungarians  coming 
here. 


Sees  Protestant 
Freedom  In 
Hungary  Short-Lived 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Protestant 
churches  in  Hungary  are  free  at  the 
moment,  but  “it  is  not  likely”  that 
this  freedom  will  continue,  a  World 
Council  of  Churches’  leader  told  the 
83th  annual  meeting  here  of  the 
American  Bible  Society’s  Advisory 
Council. 

Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry,  president 
of  the  United  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  and  chairman  of  the  World 
Council’s  Central  Committee,  said 
the  Communists  “have  their  hands 
too  full  of  other  troubles  to  hamper 
the  churches”  now.  But  once  “they 
will  have  reasserted  themselves  ful¬ 
ly,”  he  added,  “the  churches  will 
undoubtedly  again  become  victims 
of  the  regime.” 

Dr.  Fry  said  that  church  attend¬ 
ance  in  Hungary  had  risen  to  28  per 
cent  of  the  total  population  com¬ 
pared  with  two  to  three  per  cent 
in  other  parts  of  Europe.  He  also 
reported  a  great  demand  for  Scrip¬ 
tures. 

He  said  leaders  of  the  first  church- 
sponsored  relief  convoys  who  reach¬ 
ed  Budapest  during  the  anti-Soviet 


WHITE  HOUSE  PAGEANT 
TO  STRESS  PEACE 
THEME 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) — This 
year’s  Christmas  Pageant  on  the 
White  House  grounds  will  em¬ 
phasize  the  theme  “Peace  on 
Earth  to  Men  of  Good  Will”  be¬ 
cause  of  present  world  conditions, 
a  sponsoring  committee  of  busi¬ 
ness  leaders  announced  here. 

Called  the  Christmas  Pageant 
of  Peace  the  observance,  to  last 
from  Dec.  20  to  Jan.  1,  will  in¬ 
clude  participation  by  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  groups. 

It  will  be  centered  around  the 
“National  Community  Christmas 
Tree”,  a  huge  towering  spruce. 
The  tree  will  come  to  the  White 
House  from  the  Sacramento 
Mountain  National  Forest  near 
Alamogordo,  N.  M. 

The  tree  lighting,  at  which 
President  Eisenhower  will  deliv¬ 
er  a  peace  message  to  the  world 
on  Dec.  20,  will  mark  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Pageant. 


Church  Council  Hits 
Christmas  Parades 
On  Thanksgiving 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (RNS) — The  board 
of  directors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area 
Council  of  Churches  adopted  a 
resolution  opposing  the  holding  of 
Christmas  parades  on  Thanksgiving. 

It  deplored  the  Christmas  parade 
staged  by  local  merchants  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  as  “a  commercial 
encroachment”  upon  the  “one  re¬ 
ligious  holiday  which  belongs  to  all 
faiths.” 

The  board  also  voted  to  “en¬ 
courage  in  every  way  possible  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  large  and  small,  at 
the  Christmas  season  to  make  a 
definite  place  in  as  dignified  a  man¬ 
ner  as  possible  for  the  symbols  and 
references  to  the  One  whose  birth¬ 
day  is  to  be  celebrated.” 

Pittsburgh  merchants  contended 
the  Thanksgiving  Day  parade  start¬ 
ed  at  noon  after  virtually  all  re¬ 
ligious  services  had  been  completed. 
Heretofore,  Christmas  parades  were 
held  after  Thanksgiving. 


rebellion  were  asked  by  Hungarians 
who  suffered  great  physical  priva¬ 
tion  why  they-  had  not  brought 
Bibles,  Testaments  and  Scripture 
portions. 


Church  Construction  Expected  to 
Reach  New  High  Next  Year 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Church  construction  should  set  a  new  record 
oL$875,000,000  next  year,  government  experts  predicted  here. 

The  Departments  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  forecasting  the  outlook  for 
the  construction  industry  in  1957,  said  the  figure  would  be  $100,000,000  more 
than  this  year’s  total,  which  is  expected  to  reach  $775,000,000. 

The  13  per  cent  increase  is  anticipated  despite  a  probable  reduction  in 
construction  work  in  many  fields,  including  new  homes,  during  the  coming 
year,  the  government  report  said. 

Church  building  will  account  for  about  two  per  cent  of  all  construction 
activity  next  year,  the  largest  share  in  American  history. 

'  Total  construction  by  private  citi- 


A.F.  Chapel  Attendance 
Tops  10  Million 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)— Chapel 
attendance  by  members  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Air  Force  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  topped  the  ten  million  mark 
for  the  third  consecutive  year  dur¬ 
ing  the  1956  fiscal  period. 

Chaplain  (Maj.  Gen.)  Charles  I. 
Carpenter,  Chief  of  Air  Force  Chap¬ 
lains,  said  the  year’s  attendance 
figures  included  10,616,000  at  serv¬ 
ices  conducted  by  chaplains  and  1,- 
547,000  at  services  held  in  Air  Force 
chapels  by  civilian  clergymen,  serv¬ 
ing  as  auxiliary  chaplains. 

The  previous  high  in  chapel  at¬ 
tendance  was  set  in  the  1955  fiscal 
year  when  nearly  10,487,000  was  re¬ 
corded  for  chaplain  conducted  serv¬ 
ices. 

Chaplain  Carpenter  also  reported 
that  attendance  at  Sunday  services 
and  religious  education  classes  at 
air  base  chapels  was  3,363,000,  com¬ 
pared  to  -2,800,000  the  previous  year. 

Air  Force  chaplains  officiated  at 
7,034  marriages,  16,104  baptisms, 
and  2,191  funerals  during  the  year, 
he  added. 

The  statistics,  he  noted,  do  not 
include  the  thousands  who  attended 
services  at  churches  in  nearby  cities 
and  towns,  or  at  special  preaching 
missions  and  retreats  conducted  at 
Air  Force  bases  by  civilian  clergy¬ 
men. 


Stress  Spiritual 
Aim  Of 

College  Education 

Columbia,  Mo.  (RNS) — Dr.  Liston 
Pope,  dean  of  Yale  University  Di¬ 
vinity  School,  believes  that  “in  our 
generation  we  need  again  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  most  important  re¬ 
sult  of  a  college  education  is  that  of 
finding-  direction  for  life  and  de¬ 
veloping  positive  intellectual  and 
spiritual  leadership  for  the  world.” 


zens  and  government  agencies  will 
amount  to  $46.4  billion  in  1957,  an 
increase  of  five  per  cent  over  this 
year.  Private  building  will  total 
$31.4  billion.  Thus,  about  one  dollar 
out  of  every  35  expended  for  private 
building  next  year  will  be  spent  on 
new  church  edifices. 

Construction  activity  by  non-pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  colleges,  most  of 
which  are  church-related,  also  is 
expected  to  continue  at  a  high  level 
in  1957,  the  government  forecast 
said.  A  level  of  $550,000,000  is  an¬ 
ticipated  which  would  be  $15,000,000 
above  the  mark  of  $535,000,000  in 
sight  for  this  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  public  school 
and  college  construction  will  total 
$2,850,000,000  next  year.  This  means 
that  about  one  dollar  out  of  every 
six  spent  for  school  construction  in 
1957  will  go  for  a  privately-support¬ 
ed  school  or  college. 

Building  by  private  hospitals,  or¬ 
phanages,  home  for  the  aged,  and 
other  institutions  will  increase  in 
1957,  government  economists  be¬ 
lieve.  They  forecast  $400,000,000 
worth  of  construction  by  private  in¬ 
stitutions,  compared  with  $325,000,- 
000  this  year. 

Private  institutional  building  is 
expected  to  exceed  that  of  public 
institutions  by  almost  ten  per  cent 
next  year. 

Privately-financed  social  and  rec¬ 
reation  construction,  including  sum¬ 
mer  camps,  social  halls,  YMCA 
buildings  and  similar  projects,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  set  a  new  record  in  1957. 
The  predicted  figure  is  $300,000,000, 
as  against  $275,000,000  this  year. 


The  theologian  stated  his  view  in 
an  address  to  an  audience  of  2,000 
at  the  dedication  of  a  new  $450,000 
chapel  on  the  Stephens  College 
campus  here. 

“Intellectual  development,”  he 
added,  “is  rudderless  at  best  and 
dangerous  at  worst  when  isolated 
from  moral  convictions  and  personal 
commitments  that  are  religious  in 
character.” 


Ties  Parochial  School  Growth  To  School  Ban  On  Religion 


Toledo,  O.  (RNS)— The  current  rapid  growth  of 
parochial  schools  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  ban  on 
religion  in  public  schools,  the  Rev.  John  A.  Root,  pastor 
of  Holy  Trinity  Lutheran  church,  said  here. 

He  was  one  of  four  panelists  who  discussed  “Re¬ 
ligion  and  the  School”  at  a  Fulton  School  Parent- 
Teacher  Association  meeting.  Other  panel  members 
were  Howard  Cook,  attorney;  Edward  J.  Moe,  Jones 
School  teacher;  and  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Kilpatrick,  Toledo 
Council  of  PTA. 

“It’s  not  a  question  of  teaching  religious  doctrine,” 
Mr.  Root  said,  “but  rather  a  question  of  whether  or  not 
the  public  school  teacher  has  a  right  to  mention  religion 
at  all.”  ... 

The  pastor  said  he  was  certain  it  is  “possible  to 
teach  Christianity,  or  any  other  religion,  without  trying 
to  bring  about  conversions.” 

Separation  of  religion  and  the  school  is  wrong,  he 
said,  since  religion  “concerns  the  whole  being — body, 
mind  and  soul — and  it  is  not  right  to  confine  it  to  one 
or  two  hours  a  week.” 

But  Mr.  Cook,  citing  the  United  States  and  Ohio 


constitutions,  declared  that  teaching  religion  in  the 
public  school  might  involve  grave  legal  problems. 

He  said  the  released-time  program  providing  one 
hour  a  week  for  religious  education  in  Toledo  has 
worked  well — “so  well,  in  fact,  that  it  has  led  to  better 
understanding  between  those  of  different  religious  be¬ 
liefs.” 

“But  we  can’t  overlook  the  constitutional  question,” 
Mr.  Cook  said.  “It  is  a  problem  of  the  freedom  of  Wor¬ 
ship  and  the  freedom  of  choice.” 

Mrs.  Kilpatrick  took  the  position  that  “religion  is 
something  that  should  be  taught,  lived  and  breathed 
in  the  home.” 

“One  hour  a  week  (in  school)  is  certainly  not 
enough,  and  I’m  sure  some  children  go  to  the  religious 
classes  only  to  get  out  of  school  work,”  she  said. 

Mr.  Moe  said  it  is  ridiculous  to  expect  a  teacher  to 
teach  history  without  discussing  the  subject  of  religion. 

“There  are  millions  of  youngsters  who  have  no  con¬ 
nection  with  any  religion  whatsoever  and  there  is  a 
greater  need  for  religion  at  the  present  time  than  ever 
before,”  he  said.  "I’m  in  favor  of  their  getting  it 
through  the  public  schools.” 


REPORTS  ON  BIBLE 
DISTRIBUTION  BY  BRITISH 
SOCIETY 

Kitchener,  Ont.  (RNS) — The  Brit¬ 
ish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has 
distributed  more  than  624,000,000 
Bibles,  Testaments  and  Scripture 
portions  in  836  languages  since  its 
formation  in  1804. 

The  report  was  made  to  the  11th 
conference  of  the  Canadian  Council, 
of  Churches  here  by  the  Rev.  A.  H. 
O’Neill,  retiring  general  secretary  of 
the  society’s  Canadian  division.  He 
was  recently  elected  Anglican 
Bishop  of  Fredericton,  N.B. 

He  told  the  delegates  that  more 
than  20,000,000  volumes  in  111 
languages  had  been  circulated  in 
Canada. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


FIRST  METHODIST  CHPRC 


DR.  M.  LEO  RIPPY 
Director,  Adult  Dept.  Gen’l  Board 
Resource  Leader 


PURPOSE  OF  THE  CONVOCATION 


To  bring  together  under  competent  leadership,  the 
workers  with  adults  in  the  local  churches  of  the 
Arkansas-Louisiana  Area. 

To  strengthen  the  program  of  Christian  education 
for  adults  in  these  churches. 

• 

To  help  leaders  of  adults  catch  a  new  vision  of  their 
work. 

To  acquire  new  skills  in  working  with  adults. 

To  enable  leaders  of  adults  to  guide  their  groups  into 
more  responsible  Christian  living  in  all  areas  of  life. 

To  start  a  fellowship  among  leaders  of  adults  that 
will  continue  in  local  churches,  sub-districts,  and 
districts  throughout  the  years  to  come. 


rrmay,  January  4 

10:00  A.M.-2:00  P.M.  Registration,  First 
'  odist  Church 

2:00  P.M.  Opening  Worship,  Dr.  Roy  E 
cett,  Little  Rock. 

Welcome,  Dr.  Aubrey  Walton, 
tor  of  First  Methodist  C 
Little  Rock. 

Statement  about  Plans  of  Con 
tion. 

Address:  “The  Call  to  Chr 
Discipleship”,  Bishop  Marti 
3:30-5:00  P.M.  Responsibility  Groups 
7:30  P.M.  Address:  “What  Is  Involved 
ing  a  Christian”,  Dr.  J.  Me] 
Stowe,  Oklahoma  City,  Ok 

Saturday,  January  5 

8:30  A.M.  Worship,  Dr.  Bentley 
Shreveport,  La. 


RESPONSIBILITY  AND  SKILL  GROUPS 


There  are  to  be  responsibility  groups  on  Friday  afternoon  and  Satu 
morning;  and  skill  groups  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Each  person  is  to  reg 
for  one  responsibility  group  and  for  one  skill  group,  as  indicated  on 
registration  form. 


RESPONSIBILITY  GROUPS 

Conference  and  District  Directors,  District  Superintendents,  Pastors. 

General  Church  School  Superintendents,  Adult  Division  Superintendents,  Local  a 
Directors  of  Christian  Education. 

Teachers  of  Adult  Classes. 

Presidents  and  other  officers  of  Adult  Classes. 

Presidents  and  other  officers  of  Young  Adult  Groups. 

Directors  of  work  with  Home  Members  and  Older  Adults. 


DR.  ROY  E.  FAWCETT 
L.  R.  Conference  Education 
Board  Secretary 
Director  of  Registration 


DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE 
La.  Conf.  Education  Board  Sec’y 
Director  of  Responsibility 
and  Skill  Groups 


REV.  EWING  T.  WAYLAND 
Editor,  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Methodist 

Director  of  Promotion 


REV.  GEORGE  MEYER 
Little  Rock  Pastor 
Director  of  Housing 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
Presiding  and  Opening  Address 


DR.  IRA  A.  BRUMLEY 
N.  A.  Conf.  Education  Board  Sec’y 
Convocation  General  Director 


SKILL  GROUPS 

% 

Demonstration^  Teaching :  Lecture-Discussion. 

Demonstration  Teaching:  Role  Playing  and  Panel  Discussion. 
Demonstration  Teaching:  Use  of  Audio-Visual  Aids. 

Demonstration  Teaching :  Buzz  Sessions  and  Group  Participation. 
Adult  Council. 

Family  Life  Program. 

Membership  and  Attendance. 

Missions. 

Recreation. 

Plannings  Year's  Program. 


Arkansas-Louisiana 


a  Adult  Convocation 


TLE  ROCK,  JANUARY  4-6 


M 


A.M.  Address:  “Trends  in  Adult  Work”, 
Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  Nashville,  Term. 
A.M.  Responsibility  Groups 
A.M.  Fellowship  Period 
A.M.  Address:  “We  Believe”,  Dr.  Stowe. 
4:00  P.M.  Skill  Groups 
P.M.  Address:  “Christians  in  Our  Socie¬ 
ty”,  Bishop  Charles  W.  Brashares, 
Bishop  of  Chicago  Area. 

P.M.  Conference  Group  Fellowship 

Sunday,  January  6 

A.M.  Adult  Observation  Teaching 
A.M.  Dedication  Service,  Dr.  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

A.M.  Message:  “Our  Church”,  Bishop 
Brashares. 


COSTS 


WHO  SHOULD  ATTEND  ?  ? 

•  Teachers  and  presidents  of  adult  and  young  adult 
classes. 

•  Members  of  adult  and  young  adult  classes. 

•  Conference  and  sub-district  young  adult  officers. 

•  Annual  conference  adult  staffs. 

•  Persons  working  with  older  adults. 

•  Superintendents  of  the  adult  division. 

•  General  Church  School  superintendents. 

•  Chairmen  of  the  Commission  on  Education. 

•  Directors  of  Christian  Education. 

•  Pastors. 

•  District  superintendents. 


BISHOP  CHARLES  WESLEY 
BRASHARES,  Chicago  Area 
Inspirational  Speaker 


legislation  Fee:  $3.00 

The  registration  fee  should  be  sent  in  advance  to  your  Conference 
Ixecutive  Secretary.  If  you  need  his  name  and  address  a5k  your  local 
lastor. 

loom  and  board:  Approximately  $20.00 

Everyone  is  requested  to  make  his  hotel  reservations  directly  with 
he  hotel  or  motel  of  his  choice.  This  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 


HOTELS  AND  MOTELS 

Albert  Pike  Hotel,  7th  &  Scott— $4.00  and  up  single;  $6.25  and  up 

ile. 

Grady  Manning  Hotel,  Markham  &  Main— $4.25  and  up  single;  $6.25 
up  double. 

Hotel  Sam  Peck,  Capitol  &  Gaines— $3.50  and  up  single;  $4.00  and  up 

>le. 

Hotel  LaFayette,  6th  &  Louisiana— $3.50  and  up  single;  $5.75  and  up 


DR.  J.  KENNETH  SHAMBLIN  * 
Little  Rock  Pastor 
Leader  of  Consecration  Service 


-  DR.  MAX  STOWE 
Oklahoma  City  Pastor 
Inspirational  Speaker 


ile 

Hotel  Marion,  Markham  and  Louisiana— $3.50  and  up  single;  $5.50  and 
ouble. 

Acme  Motel,  3301  Roosevelt  Road — $3.50  to  $8.00. 

Alamo  Plaza  Courts,  3200  Roosevelt  Road — $3.50  to  $12.00. 

Magnolia  Courts,  3601  Roosevelt  Road — $5.00  to  $21.00. 

Ritz  Motel,  5301  Asher  Avenue— $5.00  to  $12.00. 

Each  person  is  to  make  his  or  her  own  reservation  by  writing  directly 
hotel  or  motel. 


HOW  TO  REGISTER 

ill  out  each  item  on  registration  form  at  right. 

tail  registration  and  $3.00  to  your  Conference  Executive  Sec¬ 
tary. 

take  your  own  hotel  or  motel  reservation. 

rrive  at  First  Methodist  Church  before  2:00  p.m.,  January  4, 
157. 


REGISTRATION  CARD 

(Please  print) 

1.  Fill  out  each  item  on  registration  form  below. 

2.  Mail  registration  and  $3.00  to  your  Conference  Executive  Secretary. 

3.  Make  your  own  hotel  or  motel  reservation. 

4.  Arrive  at  First  Methodist  Church  before  2:00  p.  m.,  January  4,  1957. 
Name 


Last  name 

First  name  or  initials 

Address 

V. 

Conference 

District 

Local  Church 

Position  you  hold  in  local  church _ 

Date _ 


Indicate  discussion  group  preference- 
Indicate  skill  group  preference _ 


-Registration  fee  attached  $_ 


Send  $3.00  with  your  registration  to  your  Conference  Executive  Secretarv 
Their  names  and  addresses  are: 

Little  Rock:  Dr  Roy  E  Fawcett,  1723  Broadway,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
Louisiana:  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Box  4156,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

North  Arkansas:  Dr.  Ira  A.  Brumley,  Hendrix  Station,  Conway,  Arkansas. 
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WITH  THE  SUB¬ 
DISTRICTS 


The  Methodist  Youth  Fund— 
A  Bit  Of  History 


Polk  County 

The  Polk  County  s  u  b-d  i  s  t  r  i  c  t 
MYF  met  Monday  evening  Novem¬ 
ber  5  at  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Mena  with  71  youth  and  adult  lead¬ 
ers  present. 

Mena  young  people  presented  the 
program  after  which  the  sub-district 
business  session  was  held  with  Miss 
Maxine  Crane  sub-district  president 
presiding.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
sub-district  is  being  held  this  week 
at  Shady  Grove  Methodist  Church. 

Batesville 

Seven  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
Batesville  sub-district  MYF  met 
Monday  evening  November  19  at  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Bates¬ 
ville. 

Miss  Joan  Hall,  Asbury  Methodist 
Church,  led  the  sub-district  worship 
service  and  the  other  activities  of 
the  program  were  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  Paul  Reynolds,  adult 
counselor  at  Asbury,  and  the  Asbury 
pastor  Rev.  Cyril  Wilson.  Part  of  the 
program  was  the  showing  of  the  film 
“What  Price  Freedom.” 

The  December  meeting  is  schedul¬ 
ed  to  be  held  at  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Batesville. 

Iris  Bell 

Eleven  members  of  the  Irish  Bell 
Sub-district  MYF  were  in  Little 
Rock  recently  on  a  trip  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  where  they 
took  a  supply  of  food  stuffs.  The 
Children’s  Home  has  been  a  recent 
project  of  the  group.  While  in  Little 
Rock,  they  also  toured  the  new 
Methodist  Headquarter’s  Building. 

Lewisville 

The  MYF  of  the  Lewisville  sub¬ 
district  met  Monday  night,  Novem¬ 
ber  19,  at  First  Methodist  Church, 
Lewisville,  Ark.,  Recreation  directed 
by  Rev.  David  Hankins  was  enjoyed 
by  everyone  after  which  delicious 
refreshments  of  punch  and  cookies 
were  served  by  the  Lewisville  MYF. 

After  refreshments  a  short  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  was  conducted  and  the 
Bucker  MYF  gave  a  playlet  for  the 
program.  The  name  of  the  playlet 
was  “Can’t-itis.”  The  players  were 
Mrs.  Counselor,  Dr.  Faith  who  came 
to  a  MYF  camp  to  cure  four  very 
ill  patients  of  “Can’t-itis.”  The  four 
patients  did  become  well  and  decid¬ 
ed  to  organize  an  “I  can  Band”  for 
every  MYF  member  using  as  their 
motto  Philippians  4:13  and  their 
song  “Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord.” 
The  playlet  was  closed  by  the  whole 


Youth  Hear 
City  Judge 

Judge  Ward  Tilly,  city  judge  of 
New  Iberia,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  New  Iberia  Senior  MYF 
meeting  Sunday  November  1. 

Judge  Tilly’s  presentation  was 
part  of  the  regular  MYF  program 
and  followed  the  regular  Sunday 
evening  MYF  recreational  and 
worship  service. 


Hosston  Youth 
In  Fall  Festival 

The  Hosston  MYF,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Sally  McFarland 
and  Mrs.  Roma  Martin,  sponsored 
a  fall  festival  and  shrimp  gumbo 
supper  at  the  Hosston  Church  Nov¬ 
ember  15.  It  was  a  delightful  oc¬ 
casion,  well  attended  and  a  suc¬ 
cess  in  every  way.  The  proceeds 
will  be  used  for  MYF  recreational 
facilities  and  improvement  on  the 
parsonage. 


College  Students  In 
Conference  Series 
Christmas 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  (NC)  —  The 
responsibility  of  Christians  on  the 
U.  S',  college  campus  will  be  ex¬ 
amined  bj  some  3,000  students 
from  an  estimated  200  campuses  in 
a  series  of  conferences  scheduled 
this  Christmas. 

They  will  meet  in  seven  regional 
meetings  to  be  held  simultaneously 
Dec.  27-Jan  1.,  under  the  aegis  of 
the  United  Students  Christian 
Council,  related  student  movement 
of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es. 

Taking  as  their  theme,  “Our 
United  Witness  in  the  College  and 
the  University,”  the  students  re¬ 
presenting  various  Christian  tradi¬ 
tions  will  spend  five  days  in  con¬ 
centrated  study  of  the  theological 
bases  and  implications  for  coopera¬ 
tive  Christian  programs  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  college  scene. 

Among  the  conference  locations 
and  speakers  is  that  for  the  central 
southwest  states;  Oklahoma  A  &  M, 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma.  Speaker:  Dr. 
D.  Kelley  Darnett,  Episcopal  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  of  the  Southwest, 
Austin,  Texas. 


group  singing  the  song. 

The  December  sub-district  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  held  at  Buckner  with 
Bradley  in  charge  of  the  program. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

CURFEW  SHALL  NOT 
RING  TONIGHT 

They  tell  me  Oliver  Cromwell 
first  spoke  these  words  which  have 
become  quite  familiar  among  teen¬ 
agers  of  -our  day.  The  story  is  that 
a  young  girl’s  lover  was  condemn¬ 
ed  to  die  at  curfew  on  a  given 
night.  Cromwell  couldn’t  rescind 
the  order  for  capital  punishment, 
but  he  ordered  that  no  curfew 
should  be  sounded  that  night,  and 
therefore,  the  execution  order 
could  not  be  carried  out. 

Well,  the  latest  among  these 
teen-age  surveys  of  which  we  are 
having  such  a  rash  in  recent  weeks 
is  that  youths  oppose  curfew  laws. 
Now  that  is  not  news  to  anyone  who 
knows  teeners!  Doesn’t  take  a  sur¬ 
vey  to  get  that  info!  Nevertheless 
the  Gilbert  Youth  Research  Com¬ 
pany  has  come  up  with  a  figure  of 
79%  of  youth  as  being  opposed  to 
any  enforced  curfew  for  the  young¬ 
er  set.  This  overwhelming  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  younger  crowd  are  op¬ 
posed  to  any  laws  that  would  make 
them  be  at  home  at  a  certain  hour 
of  the  night.  Indeed,  they  apparent- 
"  ly  have  some  pretty  definite  ideas 
of  their  own,  according  to  the  sur¬ 
vey  which  was  made  in  90  cities 
and  towns  which  do  not  now  have 
a  curfew.  Teen-agers  replying  to 
the  questions  felt  that  on  weekends 
and  during  vacations,  14-15  year- 
old  should  be  home  by  11:30  P.M. 
from  ordinary  dates,  and  by  12:30 
A.M.  at  the  latest  special  occasions. 
For  16-17  year-old  they  figured  a 
1:30  homecoming  would  be  OK  for 
special  occasions.  And  not  surpris¬ 
ing  anyone,  most  young  people  18- 
21  thought  they  should  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  use  their  own  discretion 
about  returning  home. 

As  is  probably  known,  curfew 
laws,  common  in  colonial  America, 
have  been  revived  in  Chicago,  San 
Francisco,  Philadelphia,  and  Oma¬ 
ha  as  well  as  a  dozen  other  cities, 
in  an  attempt  to  break  up  youth 
gangs  and  curb  juvenile  delinquen¬ 
cy.  In  Chicago,  for  instance,  the 
curfew  requires  teen-agers  to  be 
off  the  streets  (unless  accompanied 
by  adults)  by  10:30  P.M.  except 
Friday  and  Saturday  when  it  is 
11:30.  Some  public  officials  credit 
such  curfews  with  reducing  juve¬ 
nile  crime  by  as  much  as  25%.  But 
the  idea  of  curfew  rings  no  bells 
with  more  than  three -fourths  of 
the  teen-agers  surveyed.  Only  16% 
favored  the  curfew  idea,  and  3% 
didn’t  know. 

But,  way  down  in  the  report  one 
finds  the  meat  of  the  question.  The 
opposition  is  to  “governmental  re¬ 
striction”  on  night  life.  On  the 
whole  the  youth  want  their  regula¬ 
tion  to  come  from  parents.  They 
are  willing,  the  report  says,  to 
have  their  dating  regulated  by  pa¬ 
rents.  One  complaint  heard  often 
was  that  parents  don’t  take  suffi¬ 
cient  interest  in  the  social  life  of 
their  off-spring.  Often  the  charge 
was  repeated  that  parents  'don’t 
seem  to  care  where  or  with  whom 
their  kids  are  spending  their  time. 

This  column  makes  no  effort  to 
set  a  curfew  time.  Nor  does  it  take 
sides  in  the  issue  on  anything  but 
one  point:  parents  and  youth 
should  be  sufficiently  interested  in 


The  negotiations  that  preceded 
the  formulation  of  the  plan  for  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fund  were  among 
the  most  difficult  and  rewarding 
that  were  carried  on  during  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  unification,  says  a  statement 
issued  in  1953  by  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  the.  Division  of  the  Local 
Church,  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

“At  the  time  of  unification  there 
were  several  separate  organizations 
of  young  people  in  the  local  church, 
each  one  with  its  own  financial 
plan  and  offering.  Youth  were, 
therefore,  organized  into  several 
different  groups  and  were  giving 
to  several  separate  offerings — World 
Service,  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Enterprise,  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Bearers,  the  Queen  Esthers, 
and  the  World  Comradeship  Fund. 
All  of  this  resulted  in  disunity,  not 
to  say  competition,  among  these 
different  organizations  in  the  local 
churches,  annual  conferences,  and 
the  church  at  large. 

“Through  the  unified  plan  for 
the  missionary  education  of  youth, 
including  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fund,  we  have  achieved '  the  great¬ 
est  degree  of  unity  in  the  youth 
work  of  the  church  in  the  history 
of  Protestant  churches.  The  Board 
of  Missions,  including  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service;  the 
Division  of  the  Local  Church  and 
the  Editorial  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Education;  and  the  National 
Conference  of  Methodist  Youth  all 
are  united  in  this  cooperative  plan 
for  Missionary  education.” 

Giving  to  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fund  has  increased  each  year  since 
its  beginning.  During  1955  contri¬ 
butions  totaled  $644,544. 

Methodist  Youth  Fund  material 
is  available  from  the  Fund’s  office, 
Post  Office  Box  871,  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


Protestant  Council  Seeks  $500,000 
For  Youth  Program 

New  York  (RNS) — A  campaign  to 
raise  $500,000  for  emergency  needs 
of  its  youth  work  program  was 
launched  here  by  the  Protestant 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
The  program  is  carried  on  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  New  York  City 
Youth  Board. 

The  council  said  the  funds  would 
be  used  to  establish  a  home  for  de¬ 
pendent  and  neglected  children, 
maintain  the  agency’s  existing  youth 
centers  and  create  new  centers. 

About  $400,000  will  be  set  aside 
for  the  proposed  home  which  the 
council  said  was  a  “major  emer¬ 
gency”. 

The  balance  of  $100,000  will  go 
for  youth  centers  housed  in  churches 
of  low  income  neighborhoods.  These 
churches,  the  council  said,  are  gen¬ 
erally  unable  to  meet  the  rising  costs 
of  keeping  their  buildings  open  dur¬ 
ing  weekdays  when  the  community 
program  is  carried  on. 

It  said  new  centers  are  urgently 
needed  in  areas  of  high  delinquency 
so  that  boys  an  dgirls  “will  have 
that  moral  and  spiritual  influence 
which  is  so  important  in  guiding 
into  positive  and  creative  activities. 


each  other’s  welfare  to  work  out 
curfew  differences  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  all  persons  concern¬ 
ed.  Famous  last  words. 


Lists  Standards  In  Recreation 

Here  are  ten  points  on  leadership  of  an  activity. 

1.  Know  the  activity  well;  practice  ahead  of  time;  have  no  books  or 
notes  in  hand. 

2.  Have  a  logical  order  and  sequence  in  the  progress  of  an  evening’s 
activities,  so  that  no  time  is  lost  in  grouping  and  regrouping. 

3.  Explain  clearly  and  briefly  the  activity. 

4.  Use  no  whistles,  no  stomping  or  shouting.  Stand  quietly  until  the 
group  is  ready  to  participate. 

5.  Demonstrate  the  activity  simply,  putting  it  together  part  by  part. 

•  6.  Overlook  blunders  as  much  as  possible,  realizing  that  you  are 

leading  people  into  fun  and  not  directing  a  drill! 

.7  Enjoy  it  as  a  leader,  for  a  spirit  of  fun  and  freedom  should  pre¬ 
vail. 

8.  Know  when  to  stop,  don’t  overwork  it.  Bring  the  activity  to  a  halt 
when  it  is  being  enjoyed  the  most. 

9.  Develop  a  sense  of  timing,  know  the  group,  and  know  the  material 
with  respect  to  the  group. 

10.  Know  people.  Develop  a  clear  purpose  for  each  fellowship  hour 
and  for  every  activity  in  it.  Be  a  person  of  sincerity,  motivated  by  a 
deep  desire  to  be  helpful  to  the  persons  involved. — From  “Standards  Re¬ 
creation,”  by  H.  Harold  Hipps,  in  Leisure  for  fall,  1956. 
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Rogers  Guild  Entertains 
Springdale 

The  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
Central  Methodist  Church,  Rogers, 
met  November  19  in  Fellowship  Hall 
for  its  regular  meeting  and  cooper¬ 
ative  dinner  with  Mary  and  Martha 
chapters  of  '  Springdale  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  as  guests.  Hostesses 
Were  Mrs.  R.  W.  Seeger  and  Miss 
Ardelle  Fraser.  A  total  of  50  were 
present,  which  included  27  Rogers 
Guild  members  and  18  Springdale 
Guild  members. 

Mrs:  Lurel  McClain,  president, 
conducted  the  business  session.  Me¬ 
morial  Plate  Committee  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Hoytte  Brown,  reported  that 
the  plates  had  been  shipped  Novem¬ 
ber  19.  Mrs.  Henry  Morgan,  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  and  Service 
Chairman,  reported  that  Rogers 
Guild  received  12  Jurisdictional 
credits  for  the  recent  Mission  Study 
on  “Paul’s  Letters  to  the  Local 
Churches”,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Har¬ 
old  Womack.  The  committee  in 
charge  of  the  recent  World  Week  of 
Prayer  observance  were  commend¬ 
ed  for  their  especially  beautiful 
service  held  on  Monday,  October 
22.  This  committee  included  Mrs. 
Hoytte  Brown,  Mrs.  Jack  Keck,  Miss 
Martha  Riehl,  Miss  Alyda  Greene, 
Mrs.  Elaine  Riggs  and  Mrs.  Frances 
Westphal. 

Contributions  were  received  for 
a  Thanksgiving  Basket  for  a  Rogers 
family  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Glen  Winkleman,  Chairman  of  Sup¬ 
ply  Work. 

Program  for  the  evening  included 
group  singing  of  the  hymn,  “All 
People  That  On  Earth  Do  Dwell”, 
led  by  Mrs.  Hoytte  Brown  with  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Pierce  at  the  piano;  Scripture 
lesson  and  prayer  given  by  Miss 
Velma  Wassman;  the  November 
study  entitled  “The  United  Nations 
—A  Good  Trustee”  presented  by 
Mrs.  Ruth  Mellor. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  Guild 
hymn  and  prayer. 


Batesville  Executive 
Board  Meets 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Bates¬ 
ville  District  Woman’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  of  the  Methodist 
Church  met  October  29  in  Yellville, 
with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kaylor  in 
the  beautiful  new  parsonage.  Pot 
luck  dinner  was  served  at  noon  to 
the  10  members  and  four  guests  who 
were  present. 

Mrs.  L.  T.  Zarub,  District  Pres¬ 
ident,  was  in  charge  of  the  meeting. 
Rev.  R.  E.  Connell,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Batesville  District, 
was  welcomed  and  led  the  group  in 
prayer.  After  a  short  message -by 
the  president,  Rev.  Connell  showed 
pictures  and  gave  an  interesting  de¬ 
scription  of  the  new  district  parson¬ 
age,  which  is  nearing  completion  at 
Batesville.  The  executive  board 
voted  to  accept  for  the  district  the 
responsibility  of  raising  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  furnishings.  A  letter 
will  be  sent  to  each  society  asking 
them  to  share  in  this  expense.  Par¬ 
ticipation  is  to  be  entirely  on  a  vol¬ 
untary  basis.  Plans  are  underway 
to  have  open  house  at  the  parson¬ 
age,  January  20,  with  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  as  guests. 

The  District  Officers  gave  reports 
on  their  work,  and  urged  officers  in 
the  local  societies  to  send  in  more 
reports — on  time — of  the  activities 
of  their  societies. 

The  executive  board  voted  to 
make  plans  for  using  the  District 
Cultivation  fund  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Youth  of  the  district. 

After  giving  the  Kaylors  a  rising 
vote  of  thanks  for  their  wonderful 
hospitality,  the  meeting  was  closed 
with  a  prayer. — Mrs.  W.  W.  Adams, 
Gassville,  District  Recording  Sec’y 


LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE  W.S.C.S.  FINANCIAL 
REPORT— 1956-57— SECOND  QUARTER 


RECEIPTS: 

Pledge  to  Missions: 
w  I  c  S  . $15,680.20 

wsG  . 3,104.43 

Special  Memberships  .  85'00.1...... 

Total  Credit  on  Pledge  . $18,869.00 

Children’s  Service  Funds  16.06 

Total  on  Appropriations  .  ls.aoo./i 

Cash  for  Supplies : 

WSCS  .  1,025.84 

wic  :... . „ . .  181.02 

Week  of  Prayer  and 
Self-denial: 

WS.C.S .  1-847.43 

WSG  .  295.18 

Alcohol  Education  Funds  148.23 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Funds  .  418.45 

Miscellaneous  .  9 

Total  W.S.C.S . 

Total  WSG  .  3,580.63 

Total  District  Remittance  . $22,810.86 

Ark.-Okla  Cooperative 

Rural  Work  .  508.54 

W.S.G.  Summer  Edu¬ 
cational  Seminar  .  23.38 

Gifts  to  Norene  Robken: 

From  Districts  .  279.76 

From  Exec.  Comm.  ...  26.00 

Sale  of  Conference  Car  1,000.00 

Payment  of  Loan  from 
Student  Loan  Funds  ....  1,000.00 

Refunds  .  23.61 

Miscellaneous  .  6  00,„,, 

Total  Receipts  .  $25,678.15 

balance  aug.  10.  1956  .  I5.i83.n 

total  TO  account  FOR  .  $40,861.32 

REPnRTED  USED  FOR 
LOCAL  CHURCH  NEEDS— $12,532.43 
DISBURSEMENTS:  '  — - 

Pledge  to  Missions: 

W.S.C.S.  . $16,144.51 

W.S.G .  3,104.43 

Special  Memberships  ....  85.00 

Total  Credit  on  Pledge  . $19,333-94 


Children’s  Service  Funds  16.06 

Total  on  Appropriations  .  $19,350.00 

Week  of  Prayer  and 

Self  Denial  Funds  .  2,142.61 

Cash  for  Supplies  .  1,206.86 

Total  to  Division  .  $22,699.47 

Jurisdiction  Cultivation 

Funds  .  387 .87 

Elizabeth  T.  Workman 

Funds  133.68 

Journal  Frinting  .  753.09 

Town  &  Country  Comm.  1,000.00 
On  Salary  of  Conference 

Youth  Director  .  500  00 

Alcohol  Education  .  148.23 

Ark.-Okla.  Cooperative 

Rural  Work  154.81 

Ark  .-Ok1  a.  Cooperative 
Rural  Work  Investment  1,517.78 

Norene  Robken  Gift  .  279.00 

Loaned  to  Student 

Loan  Fund  .  1,000.00 

Christian  Social 

Relations  .  *  23.90 

Adm-rrstrative  .  908  85 

Miscellaneous  .  39.58 

Total  Disbursements  .  $29,545.36 

BAT  ANCE  NOV.  15.  1956  11,315.96 

TOTAL  ACCOUNTED  FOR  $40,861.32 

Mrs.  J.  L.  V°rhoeff,  Treasurer 
Little  Rook  Conference 
SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS: 
CAMDEN  DISTRICT— Babv :  Lloyd  Al¬ 
len  B"?rd,  Kenneth  Ray  Harris,  Patricia 
Ann  Nelson,  Jackson  Street  Church,  Mag¬ 
nolia. 

HOPE  DISTRICT — Junior:  Susan  Hun- 
sakor.  Ei-st  Ch”rch.  Texarkana. 

LITTT  E  ROCK  DISTRICT — B^v :  John 
Edward  Perkins,  Thomas  R’cha-d  Perkins, 
Carlisle.  Adult:  Mrs  C.  E.  Nolting,  Twen¬ 
ty  E;"Mh  Street,  little  Rock. 

MONTTCELLO — Adult:  Mrs.  J.  W.  Rush¬ 
ing,  Watson. 

Mrs,  J.  L.  Verhoeff,  Treasurer 


DECEMBER  6,  1956 


Christmas  In  October  At  Yellville 


The  members  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Yellville,  Arkansas,  Methodist 
Church  went  all  out  this  year  in  a 
Christmas  party  for  the  Navajo 
Indian  Mission  at  Farmington,  New 
Mexico,  by  inviting  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  Church  to  join 
them. 

The  monthly  fellowship  supper  for 
October  was  turned  into  a  regular 
Christmas  dinner  with  chicken  and 
dressing,  cranberry  sauce  and  all 
the  trimmings.  The  Church  Annex 
was  beautifully  decorated  in  greeri- 
ery,  red  berries,  red  and  green 
candles  and  the  traditional  Christ¬ 


mas  tree  under  which  gifts  were 
placed  for  the  Indian  children. 
Christmas  music  was  played  softly 
during  the  meal  after  which  the 
choir  director,  Mrs.  Russell  Wight- 
man,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Smith  Stamp¬ 
er  at  the  piano,  led  the  group  in  the 
singing  of  Christmas  Carols. 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas  was  man¬ 
ifested  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
evening  and  in  the  giving  of  gifts  to 
the  Indian  children.  Three  large 
boxes  of  assorted  useful  items  were 
sent  to  Farmington,  New  Mexico  by 
Mrs.  Mae  Patterson,  Secretary  of 
Supply  Work  for  the  Society. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Weslevan  Service  Guild  of 
the  S'vlvan  Hills  Methodist  Church 
met  December  4,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Gragson,  with  Mrs.  Amma 
Bricker  as  co-hostess.  The  worship 
service  was  the  Christmas  Story 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Odolph 
Andrews.  The  program  was  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Chris  Holmes 
who  teaches  speech  and  geography 
at  the  Jefferson  Davis  Junior  Hieh 
School  in  North  Little  Rock.  He 
presented  a  recording  with  com¬ 
ments  of  “Amahl  and  the  Night  Vis¬ 
itors,”  which  is  a  one  act  con¬ 
temporary  opera  by  Menctti  about 
the  three  wisemen  before  they  meet 
the  Christ  Child.  The  opera  will  be 
produced  this  year  on  television  by 
the  NBC  Opera  Production.  The 
Guild  members  brought  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  food,  clothing  and  money  for 
Christmas  for  those  who  are  less 
fortunate  to  help  provide  a  Merry 
Christmas  for  children.  After  the 
meeting  there  was  a  social  with  an 
exchange  of  gifts. 


The  Methodist  Combnis-ion  on 
Deaconess  Work  has  authorized  an 
“official  exchange”  of  deaconess 
between  the  United  States  and 
several  countries  overseas.  Under 


JOHN  WESLEY 
SUB-DISTRICT  MEETS 

On  November  13  the  John  Wesley 
Sub-district  met  at  Manchester 
Church  on  the  Dalark  Charge,  Ark- 
adelphia  District. 

Mrs.  Clarence  Daniell  gave  the 
devotional  “My  Thanks  Come  Easily 
at  Times.”  Rev.  James  Major  ad¬ 
dressed  the  group  on  “High  Hours 
in  Methodism.”  Mrs.  Alvin  Stone, 
district  president,  made  the  an¬ 
nouncements. 

Miss  Polly  Lassiter  talked  on  the 
Lord’s  Acre  Plan. 

Lunch  was  served  in  the  educa¬ 
tional  building. 

In  the  afternoon,  Mrs.  Eugene  E. 
Fchrell,  Conference  Children’s  Sec¬ 
retary,  talked  of  the  children’s  work. 

The  group  accepted  the  invitation 
of  Sparkman  for  the  next  meeting. 

Mrs.  Matt  Wozencraft,  Camden, 
led  the  Benediction. — Reporter 


the  plan,  a  deaconess  from  this 
country  will  go  to  a  country  over¬ 
seas  for  one  year,  nine  months  of 
which  will  be  spent  in  working  and 
three  months  in  travel  and  study. 
A  deaconess  from  that  country  will 
come  to  the  United  States  for  the 
same  length  of  time. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


REV.  A.  W.  TOWNSEND,  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District,  preached  in  revival 
services  held  at  the  Bernice  Methodist  Church 
Nov.  18-25,  where  Rev.  W.  H.  Carroll  is  pastor. 

REV.  R.  M.  CROFOOT,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Kinder  was  guest  preacher 
in  revival  services  held  at  the  Epps  Methodist 
Church,  Nov.  18-24,  where  Rev.  J.  B.  McCann  is 
pastor. 

REV.  CLARENCE  SNELLING,  director  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  for  Tulane-Newcomb,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  Dec.  2,  where 
Rev.  Don  W.  Alverson  is  pastor. 

DR.  GEORGE  W.  POMEROY,  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  November  meeting  of  the  Mon¬ 
roe  Kiwanis  Club.  In  his  address  he  emphasized 
the  importance  of  prayer  in  a  world  of  turmoil. 

REV.  C.  R.  McCAMMON,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Providence,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  October  meeting  of  the 
Monticello  PTA.  His  subject  was  “Do  Not  Be 
Disturbed.” 

THE  ANNUAL  Kiwanis  Club  Pancake  Break¬ 
fast  was  held  Nov.  16,  at  the  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ruston.  A  goal  oi  $500  was  set 
with  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for  the  club’s 
underprivileged  children’s  work  in  the  area. 

REV.  HENRY  BOWDEN,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
Live  Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson,  was 
guest  preacher  in  revival  services  held  at  .the  - 
Ashdown  Methodist  Church  from  Dec.  2-7.  The 
Rev.  Harry  Weed  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

ARTHUR  GREEN  is  the  newly  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop.  He  presided  at 
the  meeting  held  at  the  church  Thursday,  Nov. 
29.  Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  CLARK  W.  BELL,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Colfax,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  Union  Thanksgiving  Service  held  at  the 
Baptist  Church.  Cooperating  churches  were: 
Methodist,  Baptist,  Nazarene,  and  Pentecostal. 

REV.  CLARENCE  SNELLING,  director  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  Tulane  Newcomb,  New 
Orleans,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Lake  Vista 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  Nov.  25,  where  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
is  pastor. 

VINSON  M.  MOUSER,  Columbia  attorney,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  annual  layman’s  day 
observance  at  the  Tallulah  Methodist  Church, 
Nov.  11.  Also  participating  in  the  service  were 
C.  W.  Kennedy,  W.  H.  Erickson,  and  Max  Mc¬ 
Donald. 

REV.  JAMES  T.  HARRIS,  Superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  preached  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  Dec.  2,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev. 
W.  D.  Milton,  who  was  attending  an  Evangelistic 
Convocation  at  Perdue  University. 

CHAPLAIN  AND  MRS.  READ  showed  slides  of 
pictures  taken  in  Okinawa  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  Wednesday  evening, 
Nov.  28.  Rev.  James  Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

REV.  J.  B.  McCANN,  pastor  ef  the  Epps  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  delivered  the  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  held  at  the  Epps  Baptist 
Church.  The  offering  was  divided  evenly  be¬ 
tween  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  Homes  for 
orphan  children  in  the  state. 

R.  D.  L.  DYKES,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  luncheon-meeting  of  the  United  Givers 
fund  of  Ouachita  parish,  when  it  met  Monday, 
Nov.  12.  The  United  Givers  fund  includes  the 
support  of  27  youth,  health,  and  welfare  organ¬ 
izations. 


WILLIAM  C.  TEAGUE,  organist  and  assistant 
professor  of  music  at  Centenary  College, 
presented  an  organ  recital  November  6,  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Episcopal  Church  in  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas, 
at  ceremonies  marking  the  dedication  of  the 
church’s  new  organ.  Members  of  the  Arkansas 
chapter,  American  Guild  of  Organists,  and  the 
church  vestry  were  special  guests. 

CHAPLAIN  HARRY  F.  CODER,  of  Fort  Polk, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  held  in  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  Thursday,  Nov.  22. 
Members  of  the  DeRidder  Ministerial  Alliance 
participated  in  the  service.  Rev.  James  C.  Whit¬ 
aker  is  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  De¬ 
Ridder. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  spoke  on  the  subject  “News  and  Views  of 
the  Holy  Land,”  at  the  Broadmoor  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  25. 
Dr.  Sloane  was  a  member  of  the  Bishop  Dawson 
tour  of  the  Holy  Land  this  summer.  The  party 
included  18  ministers  and  two  laymen. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  THOMPSON,  director  of' 
adult  work  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  attended  the  national 
meeting  on  adult  education  in  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Nov.  14-17.  The  conference  was  focused 
on  problems  and  opportunities  in  the  field  of 
adult  education.  Co-ordinator  of  the  conference 
was  Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  Nashville,  director  of  the 
adult  department  of  the  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Education. 

GEORGE  P.  DALY  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  joint  November  and  December  meeting 
of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Friday  evening,  Nov.  30.  Mr.  Daly 
is  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Mc- 
Cready,  of  Monroe,  and  has  just  returned  from 
several  years  in  South  America.  He  showed 
slides  that  he  made  in  the  different  countries 
that  he  lived  in  and  visited  during  his  stay  in 
that  country.  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

UNION  THANKSGIVING  services  were  held 
at  the  Louisiana  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Opelousas,  Thursday  morning,  Nov.  22.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton,  delivered  the  sermon, 
and  was  assisted  in  the  service  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
Reed,  Presbyterian  minister,  who  gave  the  invo¬ 
cation  and  benediction;  Dr.  Percy  Cockern,  Bap¬ 
tist  minister,  who  read  the  scripture;  and  Rev. 
J.  W.  Heyes,  Episcopal  rector,  who  offered  the 
Thanksgiving  prayer.  The  music  for  the  service 
was  in  charge  of  the  Methodist  choir. 

DR.  O.  E.  KRIEGE,  New  Orleans,  was  hotoored 
by  members  of  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  at  the  evening  serv¬ 
ice,  Sunday,  Nov.  25.  He  celebrated  his  91st 
birthday  on  November  20.  Dr.  Kiege  is  suffering 
from  arthritis  and  now  lives  at  the  Baptist  Hos¬ 
pital,  but  is  able  to  visit  the  sick  in  the  hospital 
and  assist  in  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
He  retired  from  active  ministry  several  years 
ago.  Rev.  Don  Alverson  is  pastor  of  the  Napoleon 
Avenue  Church. 

REV.  JAMES  L.  STOVALL,  pastor  of  the  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church,  served  this 
year  as  Chairman  of  the  Industrial  Division  of 
the  United  Givers  Campaign  Fund.  According 
to  Rev.  Mr.  Stovall,  his  division  contacted  18,000 
employees  in  the  Baton  Rouge  industries  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  total  of  $165,000.  The  total  amount  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  United  Givers  Fund  this  year  was 
$620,000.  The  United  Givers  Fund  includes  the 
support  of  27  youth,  health,  and  welfare  organ¬ 
izations. 

DR.  JOHN  J.  RASMUSSEN,  pastor  of  Noel 
Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  is 
serving  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Mt.  Sequo¬ 
yah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  where  a  $110,000 
educational  building  is  to  be  constructed  at  the 
Western  Methodist  Assembly.  The  assembly 


serves  as  the  training  center  for  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The 
jurisdiction  is  composed  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  Bids  will  be  received  for  the 
new  construction  in  December. 

G.  W.  FORD,  superintendent  of  Lake  Charles 
schools,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  fish  sup. 
per  at  the  Westlake  Methodist  Church,  Saturday 
evening,  Nov.  17.  The  supper  was  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service.  The 
fellowship  followed  a  workday  declared  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  church  for  the  purpose 
of  cleaning  the  church  grounds.  E.  E.  Grout 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  church’ 
■tfas  in  charge  of  arrangements. 


FUNERAL  SERVICES  HELD  FOR 
MRS.  J.  E.  TRICE 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Saturday, 
day,  November  30,  for  Mrs.  J.  E.  Trice,  82, 
Amarillo,  Texas,  mother  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  University  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Mrs.  Trice  succumbed  in  the  Northwest 
Texas  Hospital,  Amarillo,  on  Thursdav  afternoon 
after  an  illness  of  several  weeks  following  an 
injury  in  Ausust.  Mrs.  Trice  was  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Polk  Street  Methodist  Church 
in  Amarillo. 


DR.  A.  K.  JENSEN,  KOREAN  HERO, 
DIES  SUDDENLY 

Rev.  Anders  Kristian  Jensen,  D.D.,  veteran 
missionary  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Korea, 
and  intimate  friend  and  adviser  of  Korean 
President  Syngman  Rhee,  died  in  Seoul  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  20  from  a  heart  attack,  according 
to  word  received  by  the  Board  of  Missions, 
Methodist  Church,  in  New  York  City.  He  was 
59  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Jensen  was  captured  in  Songdo,  Korea, 
by  the  communists  when  they  invaded  from 
the  north  on  June  25,  1950,  and  was  held  a 
prisoner  for  three  years.  In  September  1954, 
although  not  wholly  recovered  from  his  gruel¬ 
ling  experiences  as  a  prisoner,  he  returned  to 
service  in  Korea,  together  with  his  wife  who 
survives  him. 

Dr.  Jensen  first  went  to  Korea  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  1929.  In 
the  years  since  he  had  travelled  widely  as  an 
observer  of  world  affairs  in  Japan,  North  and 
South  China,  Malaya,  Syria,  Palestine  and 
Europe.  He  was  associated  with  a  number  of 
Korean  district  superintendents  in  the  work 
carried  on  by  the  Methodist  Church  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Korean  Methodist  Church. 


DR.  BLAKE  TO  SPEND  CHRISTMAS 
WITH  ALASKAN  TROOPS 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  of  Philadelphia, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
will  leave  New  York,  Dec.  14,  to  spend  the 
Christmas  season  with  the  men  and  chaplains 
of  the  Alaskan  Command. 

He  is  making  the  journey  as  spiritual  am¬ 
bassador  of  the  National  Council’s  30  Protestant 
and  Eastern  Orthodox  communions  and  their 
144,000  local  churches. 

The  visit  will  make  the  third  successive 
year  that  Dr.  Blake  has  spent  the  Christmas 
holidays  with  the  men  in  the  Armed  Forces. 
Last  year  he  visited  Arctic  bases  in  the  North¬ 
east  Command  of  Newfoundland  and  Greenland. 
The  previous  year  he  flew  to  Japan  and  Korea. 

Dr.  Blake  was  invited  to  make  the  trip  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force.  His  itinerary 
was  arranged  by  Air  Force  Chaplain  (Col.) 
Martin  C.  Poch,  staff  chaplain  of  the  Alaskan 
Command,  with  the  assistance  of  senior  chap¬ 
lains  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

He  will  preach  at  services  in  Fairbanks, 
Anchorage,  Kodiak,  Whittier  and  several  other 
installations  in  the  area  where  servicemen  are 
on  duty,  and  also  visit  those  in  infirrparies  and 
hospitals.  Dr.  Blake  will  return  to^frew  York 
on  Dec.  28. 
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Conference  Reception  Honors  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin 


Left  to  right,  in  the  receiving  line  at  the  reception  for  B  shop  and  Mrs.  Martin,  are: 
the  Bishop  and  his  wife,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.  They  are  greeting 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Markham,  Natchitoches,  (left)  and  Mrs.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans. 


URANIA  CHURCHES 
JOIN' IN  SERVICE 
FOR  THANKSGIVING 

A  Union  Service  was  held  in 
Urania  for  Thanksgiving,  with  the 
Urania  Pentecostal  Church,  the  Ur¬ 
ania  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Uran¬ 
ia  Methodist  Church  participating. 

The  Service  was  held  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  Evening,  November  21st..  at 
the  Baptist  Church.  Rev.  O.  M.  Cor¬ 
ley  is  the  Pastor.  The  song  service 
was  directed  by  Rev.  David  Mayo, 
pastor  of  the  Pentecostal  Church. 
The  Thanksgiving  Message  was 
brought  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Hall,  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  A  solo 
was  rendered  by  Anise  Mayo, 
daughter  of  the  Pentecostal  Minis¬ 
ter. 

The  Service  included  a  number 
of  personal  testimonies  and  volun¬ 
teer  prayers  from  the  large  crowd 
of  people  who  attended. 

The  special  Thanksgiving  offer¬ 
ing  taken  will  be  sent  to  the  Polio 
Center  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana. — 
By  W.  T.  Hall,  Jr. 


WORKSHOP  PLANS 
EVERY  MEMBER 
CANVASS  FOR  AREA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
opportunity  to  decide  if  it  will  par¬ 
ticipate. 

Early  in  January,  district  meet¬ 
ings  will  be  scheduled;  and  those 
attending  will  return  to  their  local 
churches  to  lead  the  training  pro¬ 
gram  for  persons  who  will  conduct 
the  canvass.  After  preliminary 
training  sessions  and  planning,  the 
canvass  program  will  cover  a  period 
of  ten  weeks.  It  will  be  climaxed 
on  Loyalty  Sunday  in  May,  which 
will  be  followed  by  Victory  Sunday 
when  final  reports  will  be  made. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
HOLDS  SPECIAL  SESSION 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
lowing  to  membership  on  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  Commission: 
Lr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans; 
L>r.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  Monroe;  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Cooke,  Shreveport; 
the  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  Lafayette; 
J-  N.  Fomby,  Alexandria;  Weldon 
Rrumfield,  Baton  Rouge;  and  C.  O. 
Holland,  Minden. 

Workshop  Sessions  Held 
Workshop  sessions  were  held 
during  the  last  half  of  the  morning 
session  on  Social  Economic  Rela¬ 
tions,  World  Peace,  and  Temper¬ 


ance.  Leaders  of  the  groups  were 
Dr.  Dudley  Ward,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Social 
and  Economic  Relation,  Chicago; 
Dr.  Carl  D.  Soule,  associate  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  World  Peace, 
Chicago;  and  Roger  Burgess,  as¬ 
sociate  secretary  and  editor  of  pub¬ 
lications  for  the  Board  of  Temper¬ 
ance. 

The  sessions  were  repeated  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  so  each  person 
at  the  conference  could  attend  two 
of  the  ^seminars.  Attempts  were 
made  in  each  instance  to  give  ideas 
as  to  how  commissions  on  social 
concerns  can  be  set  up  and  used 
effectively  in  the  local  church. 
Much  time  during  the  hour-long 
workshops  was  devoted  to  open 
discussion,  questions,  and  answers. 

Chairmen  of  the  Conference 
Boards  sponsoring  the  Convocation 
are:  Social  and  Economic  Relations, 
the  Rev.  Ben  Oliphint,  Monroe; 
World  Peace,  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Howes, 
New  Orleans;  and  Temperance,  the 
Rev.  Beverly  Bond,  Shreveport. 

Dr.  Goodrich  Is  Keynote  Speaker 

Dr.  Robert  Goodrich,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Tex.,  keynote  speaker,  de¬ 
livered  two  sermons  at  the  session 
and  was,  introduced  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Oliphint. 

“I  don’t  want  to  be  well  adjust¬ 
ed,”  Dr.  Goodrich  said,  “if  it  means 
I  have  to  think  like  everybody  else 
and  lower  standards  to  meet  some 
levels.” 

He  said  in  his  initial  address  that 
we  must  adjust  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  not  just  to  some  out-dated  law. 
He  urged  Methodists  not  to  accept 
the  status  quo  in  every  instance,  to 
beware  of  hate  and  prejudices;  and 
not  to  allow  themselves  to  be 
squeezed  into  a  mold  by  the  world. 

In  his  closing  sermon,  he  spoke 


A  reception  honoring  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  was  held  at 
the  District  Parsonage  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Nov.  28,  with  the  Rev.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Jr.,  Alexandria  district 
superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Townsend, 
as  hosts. 

The  reception  was  given  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  honor  of 
the  return  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tin  to  this  area  for  their  fourth 
quadrennium.  Their  re-assignment 
was  made  at  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  in  New  Orleans  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

The  Martins  were  presented-  a 
picture  by  the  members  of  the  cab¬ 
inet,  and  delegates  to  the  1956  jur¬ 
isdictional  and  general  conferences. 
A  Baton  Rouge  artist  did  the  paint¬ 
ing  especially  for  the  Bishop  and 
his  wife,  and  it  features  magnolia 
blossoms,  a  flower  typical  of  Louis¬ 
iana. 

Receiving  with  the  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Martin  were  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Townsend;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Harris,  Baton  Rouge;  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton,  Lafay¬ 
ette;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Nader, 
Lake  Charles;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
James  T.  Harris,  Monroe;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  New  Orleans; 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Hicks,  Ruston; 
and  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr. 

Those  who  served  were  Mrs.  J. 
Henry  Bowden,  Sr.,  Alexandria, 
wife  of  the  host  pastor  for  the  con¬ 
ference  session  held  the  following 
day;  Mrs.  Bentley  Sloane,  Shreve¬ 
port,  wife  of  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Education;  and  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones, 
New  Orleans,  president  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  WSCS. 

Assisting  were  several  members 
of  the  Alexandria  District  Parson- 
ette  Club,  who  were,  in  addition  to 
Mrs.  Bowden:  Mesdames  O.  W. 
Spinks,  Alexandria;  Clark  Bell,  Col¬ 
fax;  J.  C.  Skinner,  Montgomery; 
Luther  Booth,  Winnfield;  George 
Pearce,  Natchitoches;  E.  L.  McKay, 
Pollock,  Clyde  Shaw,  Alexandria; 
Charles  Giessen,  Lecompte,  J.  J. 
Caraway,  Bunkie;  John  Kilpatrick, 
Pineville;  and  Robert  Potter,  Alex¬ 
andria. 

The  choir  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  under  the  direction  of  Paul 
White  and  with  Mrs.  Nellie  P. 
Hysell  as  accompanist,  entertained. 


on  what  the  church  is  not.  “It  is  not 
the  owner  of  the  power  of  God,”  he 
said,  “but  is  a  channel  for  it.” 

He  said  that  while  the  church 
serves  the  state,  it  is  not  a  servant 
of  the  state.  “Neither  is  it  a  society 
for  saints,”  Dr.  Goodrich  said,  “but 
is  a  fellowship  for  forgiven  sinners 
and  those  who  want  to  be  better.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr., 
was  host  pastor  for  the  special  ses¬ 
sion;  and  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send,  host  district  superintendent. 


Parsonettes  Meet 
Monroe  District 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy  presented 
the  “Parsonette  in  the  Community” 
at  the  Monroe  District  Parsonette 
meeting  in  November.^  Mrs.  B.  R. 
Oliphint  served  as  hostess  in  the 
parsonage  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

Mrs.  Pomeroy  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  keeping  a  proper  bal¬ 
ance  between  the  home,  church  and 
community  in  speaking  to  the  min¬ 
isters  wives.  She  said  that  we  must 
know  our  community,  its  agencies 
and  how  they  work.  Also  we  should 
use  them  to  the  best  advantage.  “As 
ministers  wives,”  continued  Mrs. 
Pomeroy,  “we  should  invest  in  peo¬ 
ple  and  a  good  way  to  do  this  is  by 
doing  at  least  one  thing  outside  the 
church.” 

However,  the  Parsonettes  were 
warned,  “we  cannot  do  everything 
we  are  asked  or  invited  to  do,  and 
we  must  learn  to  say  no,  pleasantly, 
tactfully, -"and  emphatically.” 

Following  the  talk,  a  lively  dis¬ 
cussion  about  the  topic  took  place 
among  the  Parsonettes.  Then  the 
hostesses  and  Mrs.  I.  A.  Love  serv¬ 
ed  a  lovely  turkey  dinner. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Par¬ 
sonettes  will  be  on  December  20  at 
the  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe. — By  Retta  S.  Poole 


Munholland  Begins 
New  Educational 
Building 

The  Munholland  Methodist 
Church,  Metairie,  held  ground¬ 
breaking  services  for  a  new  $225,000 
educational  building,  Nov.  25. 

Those  participating  in  the  special 
ceremony  were:  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  superintendent  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District;  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole, 
Munholland  pastor;  the  Rev.  R.  E. 
Parrott,  associate  pastor;  Mrs.  J.  W. 
McFarland,  who  represented  the 
original  group  of  33  members;  J.  S. 
Toler,  chairman  of  the  official 
board;  .and  various  representatives 
of  the  church  school. 

The  new  structure,  the  fourth 
major  building  project  of  Munhol¬ 
land  since  its  beginning  in  1936,  will 
have  space  and  facilities  for  750.  It 
will  include  a  community  hall  with 
a  stage,  kitchen,  nurseries,  rooms 
for  primary,  intermediate,  and  sen¬ 
ior  departments,  a  men’s  classroom, 
a  church  parlor,  patio,  educational 
offices,  and  storage  space. 

Special  speakers  for  Munholland’s 
three  regularly  scheduled  worship 
services  on  ground-breaking  Sun¬ 
day  were:  Dr.  Morris;  the  Rev.  Karl 
Tooke,  conference  director  of  stew¬ 
ardship;  and  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Tooke  and  Dr.  Dawson  are  former 
pastors  of  the  Munholland  Church. 

A  reception  sponsored  by  the 
WSCS  was  held  following  the 
ground-breaking  service. 


CENTENARY  NEWS 

The  Centenary  College  Choir,  di¬ 
rected  by  Alvin  C.  Voran,  presented 
a  concert  in  Plain  Dealing  Tuesday 
under  auspices  of  the  youth  groups 
of  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
churches  there.  The  choir  also  is 
slated  to  sing  at  8:30  p.m.  today  at 
the  annual  banquet  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Shreveport’s  Washington-Y  o  u  r  e  e 
Hotel. 


REQUEST  FROM  GOVERNOR 

Dear  Friends  of  our  State: 

I  am  pleased  to  urge  you  to  make  Sunday,  December  ninth,  a  Day  of  Prayer 
"’u'Y  th,ousands  our  cltlzens  who  are  in  our  state  institutions.  Perhaps, 
Churches. h6  P  °f  y°Ur  '  {rW  y0U  could  rnake  this  a  Day  of  Prayer  1"  your  own 

...  As  J y°“  know  also,  these  lonely  people  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you, 
either  by  letter  or  by  a  personal  visit.  Could  you  not  think  of  visitina  one  of  our 
state  institutions  on  “Institutions  Sunday,”  December  ninth?  0  f 

I  am  very  happy  over  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Institutional  Chaplains 
who  have  he  ped  me  to  sponsor  this  program  and  who  have  made  themselves 
res  pons  i  b .  e  to  further  and  intensify  religious  life  among  those  in  our  institutions. 

May  your  prayers  be  beneficial  to  these  unfortunate  people,  and  to  those  who 
are  responsible  for  their  care.  00  wno 

Earl  K.  Long 
Governor  of  Louisiana 


December  6, 1956 
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Evongelism  Leoders  Report 

PROGRESS  IN  WORLD-WIDE 
PRAYER  MOVEMENT 


Since  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  unanimously 
approved  a  World-Wide  Prayer 
Movement  for  .1957,  interest  has 
been  growing  in  this  most  import¬ 
ant  effort. 

Many  annual  conferences  have 
made  this  a  major  emphasis.  Pas¬ 
tors  and  laymen  are  inquiring  as  to 
how  they  can  participate. 

Leaders  and  churches  in  other 
denominations  are  also  interested 
in  having  a  vital  part  in  World 
prayer. 

From  the  Right  Rev.  James  S. 
Thomson,  Moderator  of  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  comes  these 
words,  “I  am  sure  this  movement 
must  have  much  appeal  in  your 
church  and  it  can  achieve  nothing 
but  good.” 

From  a  church  leader  in  Mexico 
comes  the  affirmation *  1  We  join 
your  Prayer  Movement  with  faith. 

A  nurse  in  the  Philippines,  a 
student  in  Cuba,  a  layman  in  South 
Africa,  a  pastor  in  New  York  State 
and  the  Rector  of  a  church  in  India 
are  all  eager  to  join  in  prayer  for 
world  peace. 

Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Barbien, 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  states 
that  practically  all  his  churches 
have  prayer  service  on  New  Year’s 
Eve. 

From  Bishop  H.  J.  Lew,  31  Namg 
Dong,  Seoul,  Korea,  says  that  every 
church  in  Korea,  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  have  prayer  service  on  New 
Year’s  Eve,  “We  will  join  you  peo¬ 
ple  in  spirit  to  make  this  a  great 
year  of  prayer.” 

Inspiring  news  comes  from  Bish¬ 
op  Odd  Hagen  in  Stockholm,  Swe¬ 
den.  He  says,  “I  wish  to  tell  you 
that  we  had  a  blessed  prayer  chain 
in  this  area  last  winter,  and  that 
we  are  going  to  have  a  similar  ar¬ 
rangement  now  coming  in  January 
and  February,  1957.” 

From  Prince  Edward  Island, 
Canada  comes  the  testimony  of 
Mrs.  Flora  Rogers,  saying,  “We 
have  started  a  new  prayer  group 
here.”  She  is  vitally  interested  in 
world  prayer.  Mrs.  Rogers  can  be 
reached  at  Charlottestown,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Canada. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Sangster  of  London  has 
given  assurance  of  his  prayers  and 
cooperation. 

Missionary,  J.  T.  Seamonds,  Bel- 
guam,  Bombay  State  India  says 
that  every  church  having  a  Prayer 
Vigil  this  year  wants  to  have  an¬ 
other  next  year,  and  that  they  are 
eager  to  be  a  part  of  the  World 
Prayer  Movement. 

From  Mr.  S.  T.  Woodard,  P.  O. 
Box  1505,  Teheran,  Iran,  comes  this 
testimony.  “We  pray  for  peace  re¬ 
gularly  as  we  know  others  do  a- 
round  the  world.” 

Madame  Chiang  Kai  Shek  has 
sent  a  cablegram  with  assurance  of 
prayers  for  peace  and  justice.” 

Dr.  Frank  Laubach,  world  liter¬ 
acy  leader,  believes  that  “prayer  is 
the  greatest  power  in  the  world, 
and  therefore,  prayer  is  our  great¬ 
est  resource.” 

Thousands  of  Metehodist  Church¬ 
es  in  America  and  India  are  having 
24-hour  Prayer  Vigils  covering 
every  day  and  hour  in  1957. 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Carruth,  Field 
Secretary  of  the  World  Wide  Prayer 
Movement  states,  “World  events, 


"Fishermen's  Church" 
Built  In  Arctic 

By  the  Rev.  Arne-Jacob  Kristoffersen 
Atorp,  Sweden 

The  Methodist  congregation  in 
Svlvaer,  Norway,  one  of  the  world’s 
biggest  ccdfishing  centers,  has  been 
in  need  of  a  church  building  for 
several  years. 

At  last  they  are  to  have  a  build¬ 
ing  that  will  not  only  serve  their 
spiritual  needs  but  will  perform  a 
social  ministry  for  the  codfisher- 
men  of  Svolvaer,  who  double  the 
town’s  population  in  fishing  season. 

Early  in  October  Bishop  Odd 
Hagen,  Methodist  bishop  of  Scandi¬ 
navia,  flew  north  of  the  Arctic 
circle  to  Svolvaer  to  lay  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  for  the  new  building.  Nor¬ 
wegian  and  American  Methodists 
have  contributed  funds  for  the 
church  and  it  is  expected  the  build¬ 
ing  will  be  completed  in  the  spring 
of  1957. 

The  church  will  have  ample 
space  for  meetings,  dinners  and 
other  public  events.  In  the  fishing 


world  leaders,  and  the  heart  cry  of 
humanity  have  laid  on  our  hearts 
the  burden  for  United  World  dPray- 
er.  I  believe  that  New  Year's'  Eve 
will  witness  the  largest  participa¬ 
tion  in  United  Prayer  that  we  have 
ever  known.” 

Through  private  prayer,  prayer 
groups,  prayer  vigils,  and  united 
prayer  effort,  God  will  bless  the 
world  in  the  decisive  year,  of  1957. 
I  believe  we  will  witness  a  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  world  tensions  and  a  for¬ 
ward  march  toward  world  peace. 

Mrs.  Grace  Noll  Crowell  has 
given  us  a  great  vision  of  com¬ 
passionate  prayer  in  her  poem: 

\ 

I  HEARD  THE  WORLD 
AT  PRAYER 

I  heard  the  world  at  prayer.  I 
heard  the  pleading 

Of  countless  souls  whose  voices 
do  not  cease.  .  . 

The  urgent  and  insistent  prayer 
of  nations 

Crying  out  for  Universal  Peace. 

I  heard  a  strong  man  praying  for 
forgiveness, 

I  heard  a  woman  weighted  down 
with  care 

Cry  out  to  God.  Oh,  I  have  heard 
earth’s  anguish 

Made  vocal  in  an  agony  of  pray¬ 
er. 

And  I  have' seen  their  gladness 
when  the  answer 

Has  come  with  mercy  from  the 
throne  of  God 

With  full  assurance  that  His 
peace  is  granted.  .  . 

That  men  may  walk  light-heart¬ 
ed  on  earth’s  sod. 

And  there  will  be  a  great  and 
sure  revival 

When  mankind  prays  together  in 
their  need. 

God!  God!  We  lift  a  hallelujah 
chorus  v 

For  answered  prayers.  We  praise 
Thee,  Lord,  indeed! 

For  details  ct  participation  and 
World  Wide- Prayer  literature, 
write  “World  Wide  Prayer  Life 
Movement,”  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Christmas  For  Christ  Stamp  Now  Available 


This  is  the  CHRISTMAS  FOR  CHRIST  stamp  available  from  TEM 
Press,  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.  E.,  Washington  2,  D.  C.  Part  of  an  inter¬ 
denominational  campaign  to  emphasize  Christmas  as  a  Christian  observance, 
the  stamps  are  available  in  sheets  of  50.  Four  sheets  are  $1.00,  12  sheets  cost 
$2.00. 


season  there  will  be  reading  and 
writing  rooms  for  seamen,  a  small 
cafe,  and  a  clinic.  The  church  will 
thus  render  spiritual,  medical  and 
social  service  to  the  fishermen. 

The  new  “fishermen’s  church”  is 
one  of  several  building  projects 
undertaken  by  Norwegian  Metho¬ 
dists  in  1956,  the  centennial  year  of 
their  church. 


Chamber  Distributes  Build-lt- 
Yourself  Nativity  Scene 

Davenport,  la.  (RNS) — A  build-it- 
yourself  Nativity  scene  is  being  dis¬ 
tributed  here  by  the  Christmas  Is 
Christ’s  Birthday  Committee  of  the 
Davenport  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Father  Edward  L.  Lew  of  St.  Am¬ 
brose  College  initiated  the  idea  and 
worked  for  a  year  with  the  artist 
who  designed  thq  scene  and  the  firm 
that  manufactured  the  finished 
product. 

Ready  to  be  glued  to  wallboard 
or  masonite  and  cut  out  with  a  jig 
saw  the  seven-piece  Nativity  is  in 
full  color.  All  the  figures  are  two- 
thirds  life  size. 


stained 
glass 
1  windows 


Custom 
designs  for 
current  or 
'proposed  buildings1 
Repairs  of 
damaged  windows 


For  full  information  write 


BlNSWANGER  S  C°. 

'  635  Union  Aye.  •  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Newest  eolorfast  fabrics 
available.  Write  for 
Catalog  A66. 


MOORE  CO. 

Ocean  Springs, 
Mississippi  


rospectus  upon  request  from  the 
„na!  distributor  and  investment  manager: 


DIVERSIFIED  SERVICES,  INC. 

Zone  Manager 

A.  V.  STRAPPS 


320  West  Capitol  Little  Rock, 
Phone  FR  4-6315  Arkansas 


•  _  .  s  r  -  -  ,  •  , 

Little  Rock’s  Favorite  Eating  Place 

“QUALITY  FOOD  AT  POPULAR  PRICES” 


Stop  in  and  enjoy  our  exc¬ 


ellent  variety  of  delicious 
foods — at  reasonable  prices 

LIDO 

CAFETERIA 

S15  MAIN  STREET 
LiStlm  Rock,  Arkansas 
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A  Layman  Views 

South  American  Missions 


By  Shelby  Southard 
Editor,  Board  of  Lay  Activities 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Many  laymen  have  visited  Methodist  and  other  Protestant  mission 
stations  abroad  in  recent  years  and  have  brought  home  varying  reports.  Few,  however, 
have  gone  with  the  preparation  for  keen  observation  and  talent  for  reporting  what  he 
saw  that  Shelby  Southard,  editor  of  “The  Methodist  Layman”,  took  with  him  to  South 
America  last  summer.  Here  Mr.  Southard  gives  a  first-hand  account  of  the  impressions 
made  upon  him  by  Methodist  missions  in  the  continent  to  the  south. 


Shelby 

Southard 


At  the  Board  of  Missions  meeting 
at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa.  early  in  1956 
I  listened  with  quickened  interest 
as  the  decision  was  made  that 
Bolivia  is  to  be  one  of  four  areas 
of  mission  work  which  is  coming 
in  for  concentrated  attention  from 
Method  ists  in  the  years  immediate¬ 
ly  ahead.  ■  i  I 

This  decision  made 
more  timely  and  gave 
new  point  to  my  in¬ 
tention  soon  thereaft¬ 
er  to  leave  for  South 
America  for  a  first¬ 
hand  look  at  condi¬ 
tions.  I  have  now  had 
j  that  look — my  second. 
The  other,  taken  hur¬ 
riedly  during  war¬ 
time,  was  sketchy  and 
— as  I  was  to  learn  this  year — had 
missed  some  of  the  most,  significant 
parts  of  an  awakening  continent. 
Although  I  could  not  separate  any 
other  activity  of  my  life  from  my 
work  as  a  church  editor,  and  in¬ 
deed  I  do  not  wish  to,  nevertheless 
it  was  primarily  as  a  layman  taking 
an  independent  fresh  look  at  an 
important  area  of  the  world  that 
I  went  on  the  trip.  My  role  of 
religious  journalism  influenced  the 
things  I  wanted  to  do,  the  people 
I  wanted  to  visit,  and  what  I  was 
to  see,  but  other  travel  has  taught 
me  that  to  center  one’s  time  on  a 
single  aspect  of  life  is  to  see  even 
that  aspect  poorly,  while  missing  all 
the  rest  which  so  largely  influence 
the  subject  of  first  concern. 

This  is  another  way  of  saying 
that  we  understand  the  religious 
situation  of  a  country  poorly  or 
not  at  all  if  we  try  to  examine  it 
apart  from  the  educational,  eco¬ 
nomic,  or  political  picture.  Nowhere 
is  this  more  surely  true  than  South 
America. 

Speaking  of  the  political  picture, 
this  was  a  pivotal  year  to  visit 
these  southern  neighbors.  Aside 
from  Argentina’s  continued  ferment, 
there  is  solid  evidence  that  new 
political  stability  is  on  the  way  for 
some  parts  of  South  America.  For 
example,  while  I  was  in  Peru,  Gen. 
Odria’s  military  junta  which  has 
ruled  for  several  years  accepted 
the  results  of  an  election  for  presi¬ 
dent  in  which  the  junta’s  own  can¬ 
didate  ran  third;  and  Manuel  Prado, 
an  old  rival  of  Gen.  Odria,  was  in¬ 
augurated — to  the  very  consider¬ 
able  surprise  of  old-line  politicos 
who  remember  when  they  didn’t 
do  things  that  way!  While  military 
dictatorships  continue  to  hold  Ar¬ 
gentina,  Colombia,  and  Venezuela 
under  their  sway,  constitutional 
forms  are  being  observed  generally 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
continent,  ranging  from  Uruguay’s 
splendid  political  and  social  matur¬ 
ity  to  the  uneasy  balance  in  pover¬ 
ty-stricken  inflation-ridden  Bolivia. 

Roman  Catholic  Hostility 

No  observer  of  Protestantism  in 
action  in  South  America,  coming 


from  the  States,  is  at  all  prepared 
for  the  situation  in  which  it  is 
necessary  for  Protestants  to  battle 
to  create  conditions  in  which  mean¬ 
ingful  work  can  be  carried  on.  This 
is  because  of  the  hostility  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  This  hos¬ 
tility  ranges  from  the  open  and  bit¬ 
terly  aggressive  leadership  in 
Colombia  to  the  more  tolerable  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  Argentina,  Chile,  and 
Brazil.  (I  was  shown  a  statement 
issued  last  spring  by  a  member  of 
the  Colombian  Catholic  hierarchy 
which  referred  to  Protestants  and 
Evangelicals  as  “dread  enemies  of 
public  peace”  and  “breeders  of 
communism.”  Naturally,  such  ab¬ 
surd  statements  by  the  leaders  of 
another  branch  of  Christianity  make 
the  work  of  Protestant  missionaries 
harder.)  Responsible  Protestantism 
answers  these  slanders  in  the  best 
possible  way:  with  quietly  effective 
hard  work  in  the  fields  of  spiritual 
nurture,  agriculture,  and  health. 

Brazil  is  a  country  even  larger 
than  our  own  and  with  vast  unex¬ 
ploited  resources  just  as  ours  were 
a  century  ago.  The  story  of  Meth¬ 
odist  work  in  that  country  is  par¬ 
ticularly  thrilling.  It  began  about 
1880  with  the  names  of  Bishop 
Granbery  and  Dr.  Hugh  C.  Tucker 
writ  large  in  its  opening  chapters. 
Dr.  Tucker,  a  very  young  minister 
from  the  Tennessee  conference, 
first  went  to  Brazil  as  a  colporteur 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and 
made  daring  trips  afoot,  on  horse¬ 
back,  and  by  boat  into  the  nearly 
unknown  interior.  Soon  he  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  full-time  service  of 
the  Methodist  church,  married 
Bishop  Granbery’s  daughter,  and 
identified  himself  whole-heartedly 
with  Brazil.  For  over  .65  years  Dr. 
Tucker  was  to  give  inspired  direc¬ 
tion  to  many  aspects  of  Brazilian 
Methodism,  wisely  developing  a 
local  leadership — an  emphasis  in 
which  he  was  so  successful  that  in 
exactly  50  years  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Brazil  “came  of  age”  in 
1930  and — like  a  child  who  leaves 
the  parental  roof — severed  its  ties 
with  U.S.  Methodism  and  has  been 
self-directing  ever  since.  At  98,  Dr. 
Tucker  still  lives  with  his  daughter 
in  Pennsylvania.  Suggestions  from 
them  of  whom  to  see  and  what  to 
do  helped  me  make  the  most  of 
my  time  in  the  country  where  he 
invested  his  life. 

Health,  Education,  and  Agriculture 

It  was  reassuring  to  note  that 
Methodist  work  in  South  America 
—in  Chile,  Brazil,  Argentina,  and 
Bolivia — makes  its  approach  to  the 
people  along  the  avenue  of  greatest 
need:  in  the  fields  of  health,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  agriculture.  By  attacking 
directly  in  these  areas,  our  Church, 
and  Protestantism  in  general,  has 
gained  a  quicker,  wider  hearing 
than  would  have  been  possible  any 
other  way.  South  American  govern¬ 
ments,  federal  or  local,  have  lacked 
the  financial  resources  and  the  will 


in  all  but  their  more  recent  history 
to  do  anything  substantial  in  these 
fields.  Indeed,  as  a  perceptive  Na¬ 
tional  Planning  Association  report 
recently  pointed  out,  Latin  culture 
has  never  stressed  health,  nutrition, 
or  education.  Our  church  and  oth¬ 
ers  have  moved  into  this  ne'ar- 
vacum  with  schools,  hospitals,  and 
agricultural  centers.  This  was  an 
area  which  the  Protestant  churches 
had  to  themselves  until  the  past 
few  years.  Now  working  in  the 
same  fields  are  the  people  sent 
down  by  the  various  U.S.  technical 
assistance  programs  such  as  Point 
Four,  but  except  in  financial  re¬ 
sources,  the  churches  still  dominate. 

Inlerehurch  Cooperation  Needed 

This  is  not  to  say  the  church- 
financed  programs  cannot  be  im¬ 
proved.  With  more  interdenomina¬ 
tional  cooperation,  opportunities 
exist  for  consolidation  of  work  in 
given  areas  which  would  make  the 
total  program  more  rewarding  and 
more  economical.  The  visitor  senses 
a  need  of  some  over-all  or  central 
direction  of  Protestant  effort  in 
South  America.  Our  own  Methodist 
workers,  one  realizes  after  talking 
with  many  of  them,  would  be 
among  the  first  to  hail  such  coordi¬ 
nation.  Not  only  could  the  churches 
blend  their  work  with  good  effect, 
but  through  such  an  agency  they 
could  work  more  closely  with,  and 
avail  themselves  of  help  from, 
agencies  of  the  U.N.  such  as  the 
World  Health  .  Organization  and 
UNESCO,  and  the  technical  as¬ 
sistance"  programs  of  our  own  gov¬ 
ernment  at  work  in  South  America. 

A  common  complaint  heard  from 
missionaries  with  professional  skills 
is  that  they  must  spend  precious 
hours  in  wdrk  which  must  be  done 
(because  there  was  no  one  else  to 
do  it)  at  a  time  when  they  could 
better  put  in  the  time  in  the  labora¬ 
tory,  hospital,  or  schoolroom.  To  il¬ 
lustrate,  an  American  doctor  al¬ 
ready  doing  the  work  of  three,  ob¬ 
served,  albeit  without  bitterness, 
that  he  was  forced  to  do  carpentry 
work,  too,  since  -  such  work  could 
not  be  recruited  locally  and  either 
he  did  it  or  it  didn’t  get  done. 

South  American  Immigration 

A  special  factor  in  the  South 
American  picture  which  it  takes  a 
trip  down  there  properly  to  appre¬ 
ciate  is  the  influx  of  immigrants 
from  Europe  and  Asia  which  has 
reached  high  tide  since  World  War 
II.  There  are  thousands  of  Japanese 
in  Brazil;  Poles,  Germans,  Ukrain¬ 
ians,  Czechs,  Italians,  and  others  in 
substantial  numbers,  especially  in 
the  more  southerly  countries  of 
Chile,  Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Bo¬ 
livia.  You  may  be  sure  the  arrival 


of  these  people  has  made  an  impact 
on  the  religious  situation.  Some  but 
by  no  means  all  are  Catholic.  Many 
from  Europe  are  Orthodox,  Luther¬ 
an,  or  from  some  other  non-Catholic 
background. 

'  My  inquiries  were  superficial  (but 
persistent),  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  I  am  wrong,  but  I  Was  not  sat¬ 
isfied  that  American  Protestant  mis¬ 
sion  workers  in  South  America  (in¬ 
cluding  our  own  Methodist  folk) 
are  as  cognizant  as  they  should  be 
of  the  implications  and  significance 
of  these  newcomers,  and  the  need  to 
develop  a  strategy  to  reach,  include, 
and  use  them  in  the  big  job  of  real¬ 
izing  our  Protestant  opportunity  in 
South  America. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery. 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Phone  FR  5-8500 _ 


Excellent  Menty  Ralurt 
New  C.cp  PECANS 
Pecan  halves  In  I  lb. 
cellophane  bags,  $1.40  la 
quantities  of  25  or  more. 

5  lbs.  unshellod  Pocaas 
la  colorful  Mexican  basket 
$6  ppd.  Scad  gift  list— 
we’ll  do  the  rest.  Write 
for  folder  and  prices. 
DEEP  SOUTH  PECAN  CO. 
Dept.  M.  Biloxi.  Miss. 


MEN  IN  FLYING  SAUCER3  IDENTIFIED  tells  who  the  little  men  are  In  fly- 
ln£  saucers,  where  they  are  from,  the  message  they  bring,  and  where  they 
are  going..  .50c 


A  MARK  IN  THE  FOREHEAD  shows  that  the  mark  has  come  to  many  people 
In  America.  It  gives  the  names  and  addresses  of  people  who  now  have  It. ..50c 


SLOW  DOWN  AND  LIVE . 50c 

THE  GREAT  DICTATOR . 50c 

ARE  YOU  SICK  &  TIRED? . 50c 

068  SHORT  SERMONS . 50c 

I  WILL  ARISE  A  GO . 50c 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIRIT. ..  .50c 


ONE  BILLION  CONFESS 

CHRIST  ONE  DAY . 50c 

LORD  TEACH  US  TO  PRAY . 50o 

FROM  PLOW  BOY  TO 

PREACHER  BOY  . 50c 

THE  PRESENCE  OF  GOD . 50c 


(all  12  books — sire  5%x8"  for  only  $5  .  .  .  Faith  Clinic  Box  35S,  Dallas.  Tex.) 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  "International  .Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Cnristian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  .Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  WAY  OF  LOVE 

LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  16,  1956 

READ  1  CORINTHIANS  12:27  THROUGH  CORINTH¬ 
IANS  13:1-13. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these 
three;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  love.  (1  Cor.  13:13) 


Our  study  of  “Great  Passages  of 
the  Bible”  has  \really  brought  us 
some  of  the  greatest  of  Bible  pas¬ 
sages.  Our  lesson  today  is  the 
eleventh  of  these  studies.  Our  les¬ 
son  text,  the  13th  chapter  of  I  Cor¬ 
inthians,  ranks  among  the  greatest 
passages  from  the  Holy  Book.  Our 
subject  for  today’s  lesson  is  “The 
Christian  Way  of  Love.” 

The  word  in  this  chapter  trans¬ 
lated  “charity”  in  the  King  James 
Version  of  the  Bible  is  translated 
“love”  by  practically  all  of  the 
modern  translations  of  the'  New 
Testament.  The  word  charity,  as 
we  commonly  use  the  word  today, 
is  confusing  as  we  read  this  beau¬ 
tiful  passage.  The  word  love  fits 
perfectly  at  all  points  in  the  chapt¬ 
er  and  is  the  translation  now  most 
commonly  used. 

We  will  better  appreciate  this 
“love  chapter,”  as  our  lesson  is 
often  called,,  if  we  keep  in  mind 
Paul’s  reason  for  writing  this  let¬ 
ter.  The  earlier  chapters  of  I  Cor¬ 
inthians  reveal  the  reason  for  the 
writing.  (1)  Some  heathen  converts 
had  turned  away  from  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Way  to  again  worship  their 
idols.  (2)  There  were  quarrels  be¬ 
tween  different  factions  of  the 
church  at  Corinth.  Some  claimed  to 
be  followers  of  Apollos,  others  fol¬ 
lowed  Cephas,  (Peter)  others  de¬ 
clared  themselves  followers  of  Paul 
and  some  claimed  to  be  followers 
of  Christ.  (3)  Some  members  of  the 
church  in  Corinth  were  suing  other 
members  in  the  courts  of  the  day 
instead  of  setting  their  differences 
through  the  church.  (4)  At  times 
in  their  love  feasts  there  was  dis¬ 
cord  and  evidences  of  selfishness. 
(5)  Their  worhip  services  also 
lacked  the  harmony  that  should 
have  characterized  Christian  wor¬ 
ship.  Some  boasted  gifts  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  superiority  over  others. 

Apparently,  with  all  of  these  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  differences  in  mind, 
Paul  writes  to  the  church  at  Cor¬ 
inth  to  tell  them,  and  us,  in  this 
lessen  text  that  love  is  the  one  im¬ 
portant  motivating  power  of  life 
and  that  it  is  absolutely  essential 
to  Christ-like  living.  He  is  saying 
that  no  power  or  activity  of  life 
matters,  so  far  as  moral  character 
is  concerned  unless  it  is  motivated 
by  love. 

While  this  emphasis  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  love  in  Christian  living 
may  appear  to  be  a  Pauline  doc¬ 
trine,  we  cannot  but  believe  that 
Paul’s  conception  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  love  had  its  origin  in  the 
teachings  of  Jesus. 

We  will  remember  on  the  day  of 
questioning,  during  Passion  Week, 
that  a  lawyer,  “tempting”  Jesus 
asked,  “Which  is  the  great  com¬ 
mandment?”  The  lawyer  was,  in 
effect,  asking  Jesus  to  name  the 


most  important  thing  of  all  religi¬ 
ously.  The  answer  of  Jesus  was  im¬ 
mediate  and  very  clear.  He  said 
“Thou  shalt  LOVE  the  Lord  thy 
God  and.  .  .  .thou  shalt  LOVE  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself.  Here  Jesus,  as 
Paul  did  later,  gave  love  the  place 
of  pre-eminence  in  human  life. 
Jesus  is  saying  that  the  most  im¬ 
portant  quality  of  life  anyone  may 
possess  is  the  power  to  love.  In  our 
lesson,  today,  Paul  is  saying  the 
same  thing  in  different  words. 

What  Is  Christian  Love? 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  here  that 
the  love,  of  which  Christ  and  Paul 
are  speaking,  is  not  the  affection 
experienced  by  people  of  the  op¬ 
posite  sex  for  each  other  or  the  af¬ 
fection  members  of  a  family  or 
kinsmen  feel  for  each  other.  The 
Greeks  had  different  words  for 
love.  The  word  Jesus  and  Paul  uses 
here  to  denote  love,  is  the  same 
word  Jesus  used  when  He  said 
“Love  your  enemies.”  The  feeling 
we  would  have  for  an  enemy,  in 
exercising  Christian,  love,  would 
hardly  be  the  same  as  the  feeling 
we  would'  have  for  a  mother  we 
love.  This  character  of  love  which 
the  Bible  teaches  us  we  should  cul¬ 
tivate  in  life  for  others  is  not  based 
on  mutual  affection  on  friendly  re¬ 
lationship.  It  is  a  benevolent  feel¬ 
ing  for  others  and  for  their  welfare 
which  Jesus  says  we  should  culti¬ 
vate  even  for  our  enemies. 

Some  stumble  over  the  command 
to  love  others  as  we  love  ourselves. 
They  ask,  “How  can  I  love  people 
generally  as  I  love  my  own  wife  or 
children?”  That  confusion  comes, 
of  course,  by  misreading  the  com¬ 
mandment.  It  does  not  tell  us  to 
love  other  people’s  wives  as  we 
love  our  own.  Some  have  tried  that 
and  gotten  into  trouble.  The  com¬ 
mandment  is  to  love  others  as  we 
love  OURSELVES.  That  is,  of 
course,  the  basis  for  the  “Golden 
Rule,”  in  which  we  are  told  to 
“Do  unto  others  as  we  would  have 
others  do  unto  us.”  That,  by  the 
grace  of  God  and  with  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  love  of  which  Jesus  and  Paul 
speaks,  we  can  do.  We  are  simply 
to  be  as  much  concerned  about  the 
welfare  of  others  as  we  are  about 
our  own  welfare.  Paul  is  telling  us 
that  anything  we  do  for  others, 
which  lacks  this  sincere  concern 
for  their  welfare,  is  worthless  to 
ourselves  so  far  as  our  personal 
character  is  concerned. 

No  Substitute  For  Love 

(1)  Words  are  not  enough.  Paul 
tells  us  that  eloquence  of  tongue  or 
profusion  of  professions  are  worth¬ 
less  unless  they  are  accompanied 
by  a  genuine  concern  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  others.  Our  colored  friends 
sing  a  beautiful  spiritual  which  ex¬ 


presses  quite  pointedly  the  truth 
found  in  the  first  verse  of  our  les¬ 
son  text.  They  sing,  “Ev’rybody 
talking  ‘bout  Heav’n  ain’t  goin’ 
there.” 

There  is  a  story  in  the  old  Mc- 
Guffey’s  reader  which  in  substance 
is  that  a  poor  man’s  horse  had  died. 
Neighbors  gathered  in  to  console 
him.  Sympathetic  words  were 
quite  pientiful.  Finally  one  neigh¬ 
bor  in  substance  said,  “I  am  sorry 
so  many  dollars  worth.  How  sorry 
are  you?”  That  kind  of  concern  soon 
replaced  the  horse.  That,  we  think, 
is  what  Paul  means.  Words  are  no 
substitute  where  people  need  our 
ministry  of  love.  Words  without 
deeds  leave  people  unmoved  and 
unconvinced.  Paul  explains  the 
power  of  his  ministry  when  he 
says,  “For  the  LOVE  of  Christ  con¬ 
strained  us.’V 

(2)  Special  gifts  no  substitute  for 
love.  To  have  ^  special  gifts  and 
talents,  which  seem  to  set  us  above 
and  apart  from  average  people,  are 
no  reason  for  pride  or  egotism.  If 
we  have  special  powers,  they  are 
gifts  from  God  rather  than  unusual 
virtue  in  ourselves.  These  unusual 
gifts,  powerful  as  they  may  be,  still 
leave  us  useless  in  God’s  hands  un¬ 
less  they  are  accompanied  by  a  love 
for,  a  sincere  concern  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  whom  we  work. 

There  seemed  to  be  those  in  the 
church  at  Corinth  who  felt  that  the 
only  contribution  it  was  necessary 
for  them  to  make  to  the  church 
*  general  was  through  the  exercise 
of  these  special  gifts.  The  gifts  of 
prophecy,  knowledge  and  faith  are 
“nothing,”  so  Pauls  says,  unless  the 
exercise  of  these  powers  are  moti¬ 
vated  by  a  sincere  concern  for  the 
people  to  whom  we  minister. 

(3)  Things  no  substitute  for  self. 

We  use  the  adjective  “almighty”  to 
modify  only  two  words;  we  say  al¬ 
mighty  God  and  almighty  dollar.  A 
neighbor  once  said  to  us,  “The  only 
sin  is  to  be  poor.”  In  other  words, 
our  friend  seemed  to  feel  that  an 
abundance  of  money  could  make 
anything  right.  That  is  not  an  un¬ 
common  mistake.  There  are  many 
people  who  seem  to  believe  that 
“things”  especially  money,  can  be 
properly  substituted  for  character, 
service,  love  or  any  other  of  the 
finer  qualities  of  Christian  living. 

Whatever  he  may  think  about  it, 
no  man  can  pay  the  debt  of  love  he 
owes  his  wife  and  children  with 
money.  He  may  furnish  them  a 
dream  house,  meet  every  need  for 
food,  clothing  and  educational  re¬ 
quirements,  but  he  has  left  his 
family  poor  indeed  if,  with  it  all, 
he  withholds  himself  *and  his  sin¬ 
cere  love.  Nothing  else  he  can  do 
will  atone  for  the  lack  of  love. 

So  it  is  in  our  relation  to  the 
church  and  to  God.  We  may  give  of 
our  means  without  reserve;  we 
may  give  unstintedly  of  a  perfunc¬ 
tory  service,  we  may  stand  at  the 
alter  of  the  church  and  solemnly 
assume  the  vows  of  church  mem¬ 
bership,  but  without  a  sincerity  of 
love  which  leads  us  to  an  uncondi¬ 
tional  gift  of  ourselves,  all  else  that 
we  do  is  meaningless  in  our  rela¬ 
tion  to  God  and  of  very  limited 
value  to  the  church  we  profess  to 
love. 

Many  people  have  made  great 
sacrifices  for  the  church  of  money 
and  time,  “To  be  seen  of  men.” 
Jesus  said  of  such,  “They  have 
their  reward.”  That  is  to  say,  they 
got  what  they  wanted.  They  were 
seen  of  men.  But  from  Jesus,  for 
such  service,  there  came  no  prom¬ 


ise  of  further  reward.  God’s  gifts 
and  graces  and  heavenly  rewards 
are  not  for  sale  at  any  price. 

The  Nature  Of  Love 

It  is  not  so  easy  for  us  to  say 
what  Christian  love  is;  it  is  not  dif¬ 
ficult,  however,  for  us  to  feel  that 
we  know  what  Christian  love  does. 
One  cannot  tell,  by  looking  at  a 
man  or  by  listening  to  a  man, 
whether  or  not  he  has  this  Chris¬ 
tian  love.  Nevertheless,  as  we 
watch  him  live  in  his  everyday  life, 
we  are  not  long  in  doubt. 

Christian  love  has  qualities  that 
are  consistently  and  persistently 
practiced  whg^A  it  really  abides  in 
human  life.  The  most  comprehen¬ 
sive,  expressive  definition  of  the 
nature  to  love,  to  be  found  in  all 
literature,  is  found  in  the  4th  to  7th 
verses  of  our  lesson  text,  as  trans¬ 
lated  in  the  Revised  Standard  ..Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  New  Testament. 

In  these  verses  Paul  t  Jls  us  that 
love  is  PATIENT,  KIND,  NOT 
JEALOUS  or  BOASTFUL,  NOT 
ARROGANT  "or  RUDE,  does  not 
insist  on  ITS  OWN  WAY,  is  NOT 
IRRITABLE  or  RESENTFUL,  does 
NOT  REJOICE  at  WRONG,  RE¬ 
JOICES  in  the  RIGHT,  BEARS 
ALL  THINGS,  BELIEVES  ALL 
THINGS,  HOPES  ALL  THINGS, 
ENDURES  ALL  THINGS. 

A  volumn  could  be  written  on 
each  of  these  qualities  of  Christian 
love  without  exhausting  the  sub¬ 
ject.  It  would  be  futile,  in  the  space 
we  have  for  this  discussison,  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  say  anything  meaningful 
about  these  qualities  of  Christian 
character. 

With  an  old  preacher  mend,  we 
were  guests  in  a  home  for  a  “fair- 
to-modera’te”  dinner.  Our  friend 
was  rather  profuse  in  his  compli¬ 
ments  of  the  meal.  We  finally  said 
to  him,  “You  are  doing  a  lot  of 
bragging  on  this  dinner.”  His  reply 
was,  “Yes,  I  am.  You  know  some 
dinners  speak  for  themselves.”  He 
seemed  to  feel  that  the  dinner  be¬ 
fore  us  needed  a  little,  vocal  “prop¬ 
ping  up.”  We  shall  leave  Paul’s  de¬ 
finition  of  the  nature  of  love  to 
“speak  for  itself,”  since  it  is  so 
plain,  so  concerte,  so  comphensive. 

"Love  Never  Ends" 

The  Revised  Standard  Version 
gives  us  the  translation,  “Love 
never  ends.”  There  are  many  quali¬ 
ties  of  life  that  serve  their  day  and 
pass  away.  Paul  tells  us  that  love  is 
eternal. 

Genuine  love  seems  to  be  the 
one  quality  of  human  life  that  does 
not  end.'  We  have  all  known  fathers 
and  mothers  who  with  a  deathless 
love,  have  followed  their  wayward 
children  to  the  brink  of  a  lost 
world.  Even  though  such  a  love 
could  not  save  their  child  from  the 
pit,  while  they  watched  it  sink  into 
the  darkness  their  love  did  not  end. 
Love  continued  to  cherish  even  the 
memory  of  the  child  who  had  brok¬ 
en  their  hearts.  “Love  never  ends.” 

We  are  taught,  also,  that  God’s 
love  never  ends.  John  tells  us  that 
“God  is  love.”  God  is  eternal.  Since 
God  is  love,  it  follows  that  love  is 
eternal.  This  wayward  world  of 
our  may  well  be  thankful  that 
God’s  love  is  eternal.  So  repeatedly 
have  we  rejected,  neglected  and  at 
times  even  despised  God’s  love, 
that  only  a  love  that  is  eternal 
would  have  kept  the  Lord  from 
blotting  out  human  life  here  and 
beginning  all  over  again.  “LOVE 
NEVER  ENDS.” 
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Area  Adult 
Convocation 
Program 
Announced 

The  program  for  the  First  Area 
Wide  Adult  Convocation  was  an¬ 
nounced  this  week  by  Bishop  Paul 
E.  Martin,  Little  Rock,  Dr.  Ira  A. 
Brumley,  Conway,  Dr.  Roy  Fawcett, 
Little  Rock,  and  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane, 


BISHOP  CHAS.  W.  BRASHARES 

Shreveport.  The  convocation  will  be 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  January  4-6. 

Bishop  Martin  will  preside  at  the 
three  day  session  and  will  deliver 
the  opening  address  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  January  4. 

Dr.  Brumley,  executive  secretary 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
f$oard  of  Education,  is  serving  as  the 
general  director  for  the  convocation. 
Dr.  Fawcett,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Little  Rock  conference  Board  of 
Education,  is  director  of  registration 
for  the  convocation,  and  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  will  serve  as  director  of  con¬ 
vocation  Responsibility  and  Skill 
Groups. 

Registration,  according  to  Dr. 
Fawcett,  will  be  from  10:00  A.M.  un¬ 
til  2:00  P.M-  on  Friday,  January  4. 
Dr.  Fawcett  also  has  announced  that 
those  planning  to  attend  should  send 
their  registration  to  their  conference 
executive  secretary  at  the  earliest 
possible  date.  Leaders  expect  1,000 
registrations  for  the  convocation. 

Bishop  Charles  Wesley  Brashares, 
Chicago  Area;  and  Dr.  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe,  Oklahoma  City  pastor,  will 
be  the  inspirational  speakers  for  the 
convocation.  Bishop  Brashares  will 
deliver  addresses  on  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  and  Sunday  morning.  Dr.  Stowe 
is  scheduled  for  addresses  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening  and  Saturday  morning. 
Dr.  M.  Leo  Rippy,  director  of  the 
Adult  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
will  serve  as  a  resource  leader  for 
the  convocation  and  will  address  the 


BISHOP  MARTIN 
TO  DELIVER 
SLOVER  LECTURES 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  will  de¬ 
liver  the  Slover  Christmas  Lec¬ 
ture  Series  at  Southwestern  Uni¬ 
versity,  Georgetown,  Tex.,  De¬ 
cember  18  and  19. 

The  lecture  series  is  an  annual 
event  at  the  university,  and 
Bishop  Martin  will  deliver  three 
addresses.. 

He  is  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  this 
week  for  a  meeting  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  Dec.  10-14.  Bishop 
Martin  serves  on  the  Council’s 
executive  committee. 


Methodist  1956  Statistics  Released 

Chicago  (MI) — Official  reports  show  that  membership  in  The  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  and  its  possessions  is  now  just  under  9% 

mlllThe  Rev.  Albert  C.  Hoover  of  Chicago,  director  of  the  Statistical  Office 
of  The  Methodist  Church,  reported  that  during  the  past  year  membership 
has  risen  from  9,313,278  to  9,444,820.  This  represents  a  net  gain  of  131,542, 
or  a  little  more  than  1.4  per  cent  he  said. 

Director  Hoover’s  report  is  “based  on  the  latest  1956  statistics  furnished 
him  by  the  102  annual  (regional)  conferences  in  this  country  and  its 
possessions 


Ruston  District 
Plans  New 
Parsonage 

Methodists  of  the  Ruston  District 
approved  plans  and  voted  to  build 
a  new  district  parsonage  in  their 
district  at  the  recent  session  of  the 
Ruston  District  Conference  held  at 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Rus¬ 
ton,-  Tuesday,  November  27. 

The  new  home,  expected  to  cost 
approximately  $37,500,  will  replace 
the  present  district  parsonage  at  609 
N.  Trentoh,  Ruston.  Construction  on 
the  new  home  is  expected  to  begin 
in  the  near  future. 

The  new  parsonage  for  the  Ruston 
District  will  be  the  fifth  new  dis¬ 
trict  parsonage  in  the  Louisiana  con¬ 
ference  during  the  past  few  years. 
New  parsonages  have  been  erected 
in  the  Alexandria,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
Lafayette  district,  while  Methodists 
of  the  Monroe  district  bought  a  new 
home  for  their  district  superintend¬ 
ent. in  1951.  Ruston  District  trustees 
include:  Glenn  Shadow,  B.  H.  Rain¬ 
water,  Sr.,  J.  V.  Hinton,  Lamar  Tay¬ 
lor,  Mrs.  Helen  Barksdale,  Fred 
Greer,  Floyd  B.  James,  Mrs.  T.  H. 
Arnold  and  Mrs.  George  Lindsey, 
Jr. 

Dr.  Guy  M.  Hicks  is  serving  his 
second  year  as  superintendent  of 
the  Ruston  District. 


convocation  on  Saturday  morning. 

Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Little 
Rock  minister,  will  lead  the  dedica¬ 
tion  service  on  Sunday  morning. 

Convocation  leaders  pointed  out 
that  among  those  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  are  teachers,  presidents,  and 
members  of  adult  cla'sses,  conference 
and  sub-district  adult  and  young 
adult  officers  and  staff  members, 
local  church  school  general  and 
adult  division  superintendents,  local 
commission  on  Education  chairmen, 
directors  of  Christian  Education, 
pastors,  district  superintendents,  and 
other  persons  working  with  adults. 

'One  of  the  features  of  the  convo¬ 
cation,  leaders  point  out,  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  skill  groups.  Those 
registering  for  the  convocation  are 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Relief  Aid  For 
Oppressed  Asked 
By  Bishops 

A  special  appeal  for  relief  funds 
for  Hungarian  and  other  victims  of 
oppression  will  be  made  in  all  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  from  Dec.  15-Jan.  6. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  voted 
unanimously  to  appeal  for  funds  at 
its  Pasadena,  Calif.,  meeting,  Dec. 
11.  Signing  the  appeal  letter  to 
Methodist  pastors  were  Bishops  W. 
Earl  Ledden,  president  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops;  G.  Bromley  Oxnam, 
president  of  the  Council  of  World 
Service  and  Finance^  and  Fredrick 
B.  Newell,  chairman  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief. 

MCOR  will  administer  the  funds 
which  are  desperately  needed  for 
food,  clothing,  and  other  items  in 
Hungary  itself,  and  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  share  in  responsibility  for  re¬ 
settling  refugees. 

More  than  119,000  refugees  have 
crossed  the  Hungarian  border  since 

the  revolt  began  in  October. 

\ 

Also  sharing  in  the  relief  funds 
will  be  the  Arabian  refugees  in 
Palestine,  the  Gaza  Strip,  the  Sinai 
Penninsula  and  Jordan,  and  large 
numbers  of  other  victims  of  the 
Egyptian  fighting. 

Aid  to  these  victims  of  oppression 
must  be  long-range  emergency  sup¬ 
plies  such  as  food,  clothing,  medi¬ 
cine  and  vitamins,  '  and  must  reach 
Austria  and  the  Middle  East  im¬ 
mediately;  but  the  problems  of  re¬ 
settlement  will  continue  long  after 
Budapest  and  Gaza  are  out  of  the 
newspaper  headlines. 

Extending  as  it  does  over  the 
Christmas  season,  the  Methodist  ap¬ 
peal  for  funds  will  coincide  with 
similar  drives  by  Church  World 
Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,and  to  those  of  other  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations.  Methodist 
funds  will  be  channeled  through  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  Church 
World  Service,  and  Methodist  chan¬ 
nels  in  the  hard  hit  areas,  and 
MCOR. 

An  offering  envelope  and  a  folder 
describing  the  need  for  relief  action 
are  being  supplied  by  the  World 
Service  Promotional  Office,  740 
Rush  St.,  Chicago  11,  Ill.  These 
materials  should  reach  the  pastors 


The  9,444,820  total  membership 
figure  includes  the  denomination’s 
26,909  ministers,  but  it  does  not  in¬ 
clude  preparatory  members  (bap¬ 
tized  children  and  others  under  in¬ 
struction  but  not  yet  received  into 
full  membership).  There  are  1,285,- 
116  preparatory  members. 

The  denomination’s  39,845  preach¬ 
ing  places  accounted  for  a  grand 
total  of  $413,893,955  contributed  to 
all  purposes — an  increase  of  29x/2 
million  dollars  over  a  year  ago. 

Total  receipts  for  benevolences 
were  $58,492,805 — a  gain  of  $1,718,- 
744  over  the  previous  year.  This  in¬ 
cluded  $18,537,163  paid  to  World 
Service  and  conference  benevo¬ 
lences — a  gain  of  $677,945  over  a 
year  ago. 

Church  school  membership  rose 
to  nearly,  seven  million  (6,956,576) 
over  last  year’s  6,811,498.  Average 
attendance  at  Sunday  Schools  was 
3,622,031  as  compared  to  last  year’s 
3,526,990  average. 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  reported  a  gain  of  134 'so¬ 
cieties  during  the  year,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  local  units  up  to 
31,061  with  a  total  membership  of 
1,790,441.  The  women  raised  $17,- 
225,263  for  work  in  their  local 
churches  and  paid  $10,142,613  for  the 
Society’s  far-flung  missions  program 
at  home  and  overseas.  This  repre¬ 
sents  an  increase  of  nearly  a  half 
million  dollars  over  their  giving  for 
the  previous  year. 

Director  Hoover’s  report  showed 
one  of  its  most  significant  gains  in  . 
the  column  for  Methodist  Men.  An 
increase  of  well  over  1,000  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  clubs  during  the  past  year 
brought  the  total  number  of  charter¬ 
ed  groups  up  to  9,420.  Membership 
in  the  clubs  increased  about  26,000 
and  now  stands  at  376,133. 

Methodist  churches  paid  $114,937,- 
476  for  buildings  and  improvements 
and  $34,491,545  on  debts — in  each 
case  an  increase  of  about  6V2  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  over  the  comparable 
figure  a  year  ago. 

Present  estimated  value  of  church 
buildings  is  $1,984,173,505  —  an  in¬ 
crease  of  about  158  million  dollars 
over  last  year’s  valuation. 


before  Christmas.  Extra  envelopes 
and  brochures  will  be  available 
through  the  district  superintendents’ 
offices. 


V 


Area  To  Have 
Representative  At 
Evangelism  Meet 

Nashville,  Term.,  (M.I.)  —  Min¬ 
isters  of  nine  types  of  Methodist 
churches  will  discuss  evangelism 
with  staff  members  of .  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
here  December  12-14.  Rev.  William 
A.  Stewart,  Dardanelle,  will  repre¬ 
sent  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
at  the  meeting. 

Purpose  of  the  consultative  con¬ 
ference  on  evangelism  is  to  help 
determine  what  The  Methodist 
Church  should  do  during'  the  next 
2,0  years  to  win  persons  “to  Christ 
and  the  church.” 

Long-range  evangelistic  strategy 
will  be  planned  by  400  Methodist 
leaders  in  a  national  meeting  No¬ 
vember  29  to  December  5  in  Lafa¬ 
yette,  Ind.  The  consultative  confer¬ 
ence  will  give  attention  to  the  find¬ 
ings  of  that  meeting  and  deal  with 
the  evangelistic  problems  of  vari¬ 
ous  types  of  churches  and  commu¬ 
nities. 

Each  of  The  Methodist  Church’s 
37  episcopal  areas  in  the  United 
States  will  have  a  representative 
at  the  consultative  conference.  The 
delegates  have  been  appointed  by 
the  37  bishops  who  serve  the  areas. 

The  ministers  will  tell  of  their 
current  evangelistic  programs,  pose 
problems,  and  consider  possible 
courses  of  action  for  the  future. 

Five  types  of  urban  churches  will 
be  represented.  They  are  “the  de¬ 
pressed  inner  city  church,”  small  Washington,  D.  C.  (M.I.)  —  Five 
church,  suburban,  .uptown,  and  Methodists  received  certificates  for 
downtown.  Four  rural  types  will  be  lengthy  service  to  the  National 

represented.  They  are  the  county  Temperance  League  at  the  organi- 

seat  church,  small  town,  circuit,  zation’s  biennial  meeting  here  No- 
and  larger  parish.  vember  26-30.  They  are: 

The  conference,  at  the  Board  of  The  Rev.  E.  C.  Prettyman  for  41 

Evangelism  building,  will  begin  at  years’  service.  Until  his  retirement 

10  a.m.  Wednesday,  December  12,  recently  he  was  head  -of  the  Midl¬ 
and  end  at  4  p.m.  Friday,  the  14th.  igan  Temperance  Foundation  with 
It  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  headquarters  in  Lansing. 

Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Nashville,  gen-  The  Rev.  Wayne  Wormer  of  Rich- 

eral  secretary  of  the  Board  of  mond,  Va.,''  for  25  years’  service. 

Evangelism.  Formerly  of  Connecticut,  he  is  now 


Director  Of  Financial  Promotion 
Named  For  Commission  On  Education 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (M.I.)  —  The  Rev.  D.  D.  Holt,  Greensboro,  N.  C., 
has  been  elected  director  of  financial  promotion  for  the  Commission  on 
Christian  Higher  Education  of  The  Methodist  Church,  it  was  announced 
here  today. 

Mr.  Holt  has  been  executive  director  of  the  Methodist  College  Founda¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina  for  the  last  four  years. 

The  announcement  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  O.  Gross,  Nash¬ 
ville,  director  of  the  Commission  on  Christian  Higher  Education.  He  said 
Mr.  Holt,  elected  by  the  commission,  would  begin  work  December 

1  at  the  commission’s  national 
headquarters  in  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  building  here. 

The  commission  will  direct  a 
four-year,  church-wide  effort  to  ex¬ 
pand  and  strengthen  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  program  of  Christian  higher 
education.  The  effort  is  one  of  two 
main  emphases  of  The  Methodist 
Church  during  the  1956-60  quad- 
rennium.  The  other  is  an  endeavor 
to  strengthen  the  programs  of  the 
denomination’s  approximately  40,000 
local  churches.  The  two  efforts 
make  up  the  church’s  “Quadrennial 
Emphasis,”  voted  by  the  1956  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  supreme  legisla¬ 
tive  body  of  the  church. 

The  Methodist  College  Founda¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina^  which  Mr. 
Holt  headed,  promotes  the  growth 
and  general  welfare  of  five  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  related  to 
The  Methodist  Church  in  North 
Carolina.  They  are  Duke,  High 
Point,  Brevard,  Louisburg,  and 
Greensboro. 


National  Council  Urges  Use  of  UN 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  has  affirmed  its  strong  support  of 
President  Eisenhower’s  announced  policy  of  acting  through  the  United 
Nations  in  the  current  world  crisis.  In  a  telegram  sent  to  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  late  last  week,  the  Council  urged  “vigorous  concerted  efforts  by  the 
United  States  along  with  other  countries  through  the  United  Nations” 
toward  just  and  durable  political  settlements,  constructive  working  ar¬ 
rangements  and  long-term  solutions  to  economic  and  social  problems. 

The  message,  signed  by  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  NCC  president, 

hailed  UN  action  taken  thus  far  to 
halt  Middle  East  fighting  and  UN 
demands  for  the  withdrawal  of 
Soviet  forces  from  beleagured 
Hungary. 

“We  welcome  the  prompt  action 
by  the  United  Nations  to  stop 
armed  conflict  in  the  Middle  East 
and  to  affect  withdrawal  of  hostile 
forces,  meanwhile  establishing  a 
United  Nations  peace  unit  in  the 
area,”  it  declared. 

“We  welcome  the  United  Nations 
action  condemning  the  use  of  Soviet 
military  forces  to  suppress  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Hungarian  people  to 
reassert  their  rights,  demanding  the 
withdrawal  of  Soviet  forces,  ar¬ 
ranging  for  relief  measures  for  the 
people  of  Hungary  and  for  refugees, 
and  requesting  the  admission  of 
United  Nations  observers.  The  mor¬ 
al  force  of  world  opinion  should 
be  heeded  in  every  responsible  ac¬ 
tion  which  may  help  make  for  more 
justice,  freedom  and  peace  in  Hun¬ 
gary  and  other  oppressed  areas,”  it 
stated. 

The  message  noted  that  U.S. 
churches  have  “steadfastly  sup¬ 
ported  and  sought  to  strengthen  the 
United  Nations  .  .  .  (and)  have  al¬ 
so  urged  our  government  to  make 
fuller  use  of  its  facilities  and  po¬ 
tentialities.” 

“We  rejoice  in  the  practical 
achievement  of  the  Uniting  for 
Peace  Resolution  being  applied 
against  great  powers  as  well  as 
small.  Out  of  the  present  time  of 
testing  we  hope  there  may  come 
further  development  of  the  poten¬ 
tialities  of  the  United  Nations  in 
such  ways  as  to  further  use  of 
peace  observation  teams,  the  possi¬ 
ble  establishment  of  a  permanent 
United  Nations  security  force  as 
provided  for  in  the  Charter,  and 
for  long  range  action'  for  collective 
security  and  peaceful  change.” 


Commission  Plans  For  1960  General  Conference 


New  York  (M.I.)  —  Plans  for  the  1960  General 
Conference  are  already  under  way.  The  Commission 
on  Entertainment  met  in  New  York  November  7,  ap¬ 
pointed  committees  and  set  up  some  guiding  princi¬ 
ples  to  aid  in  the  decision  for  a  meeting  place.  A 
dozen  invitations  from  widely  scattered  cities  have 
been  received.  • 

Shown  are  (clockwise  from  foreground):  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Holmes,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  district 
superintendent;  the  Rev.  Dr.  L.  Scott  Allen,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.,  editor,  Central  Christian  Advocate;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lugg,  Chicago,  general  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance; 


Thurman  L.  Dodson,  Washington,  D.  C.,  lawyer;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  William  H.  Alderson,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  pas¬ 
tor,  president  of  the  Commission  on  Entertainment; 
Dr.  J.  Wesley  Hole,  Los  Angeles,  conference  treasurer, 
secretary  of  the  Commission;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  V. 
Galloway,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  pastor,  vice  president  of  the 
Commission;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Norman  L.  Conard,  San 
Francisco,  district  superintendent;  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
Otis  Young,  Columbus,  Ohio,  adm.  asst,  to  Bishop;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Leon  T.  Moore,  Wayne,  Pa.,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  and  secretary  of  the  General  Conference; 
Frank  E.  Baker,  Pryn  Mawr,  Pa.,  broker;  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Lud  H.  Estes,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  secretary  emeritus 


Temperance  League 
Cites  Methodists 


executive  director  of  the  Virginia 
Church  Temperance  Council. 

Miss  Laura  Lindley,  Washington, 
for  50  years’  service  on  the  League 
staff,  the  last  15  as  research  sec¬ 
retary.  J 

The  Rev.  Frederick  W.  S  mith, 
Baltimore,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Maryland-Delaware  Temperance 
League,  for  31  years’  service. 

Edward  B.  Dunford  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  the  League’s  attorney,  for  31 
years’  service. 

At  business  sessions  the  League 
adopted  resolutions  asking  Con¬ 
gress  to  approve  these  measures: 

1.  A  bill  banning  the  sale  of  al- 
v  coholic  beverages  on  airlines  in  the 

United  States. 

2.  A  bill  requiring  applicants  for 
drivers’  licenses  here  to  agree,  to 
take  a  chemical  test  if  involved  in 
an  automobile  accident. 

3.  Bills  banning  liquor  and  beer 
advertising  to  interstate  commerce. 

Congress  also  was  urged  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages 
in  all  military  establishments. 

Dr.  Duke  K.  McCall,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  was  re-elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  League,  a  federation  of 
interdenominational  state  temper¬ 
ance  units. 


EVANGELIST  to  teach 
AT  BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 

Nashville,  Tenn.  — _The  Rev.  Dr. 
Alan  Walker,  Australian  evangelist 
who  has  been  leading  a  /year-long 
“Mission  to  America”  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Evangelism,  will  go 
to  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology  as  a  visiting  professor  in 
February,  1957. 

Dr.  Walker  will  be  at  Boston  one 
semester. 
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Plan  “Keep  Christ 
In  Christmas 
Awards 

Dayton,  O.  (RNS)  —  A  “Keep 
Christ  in  Christmas”  award  will  be 
presented  here  for  the  first  time 
this  month. 

Designed  by  the  community¬ 
wide  “Keep  Christ  in  Christmas” 
committee  the  award  will  go  to  all 
stores,  other  businesses  and  indus¬ 
trial  firms  that  present  a  Christmas 
display  with  a  religious  theme. 

The  committe  will  certify  all 
awards  recipients.  The  award  is  a 
certificate  with  a  picture  of  the  Na¬ 
tivity  scene. 

“The  award  is  designed  to  en¬ 
courage  merchants  and  others  to 
devote  at  least  part  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  rush  period  to  a  religious  rath¬ 
er  than  a  commericaL  theme,”  a 
committee  spokesman  said. 

If  it  proves  successful,  the  award 
may  be  presented  in  future  years 
to  families  that  feature  religious 
displays  in  their  home  decorations. 

The  “Keep  Christ  in  Christmas” 
committee  comprises  40  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Greelc  Orthodox 
churches,  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  business,  industry  and  other 
community  groups. 


Reports  Religious 
Giving  Exceeds 
Three  Billion 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Giving  for 
religious  purposes  in  the  United 
States  is  now  in  excess  of  $3,000,- 
000,000  annually,  the  Bulletin  of 
the  American  Association  of  Fund- 
Raising  Counsel  reported  here. 

It  said  estimates  for  1955,  recent¬ 
ly  available,  indicate  total  religi¬ 
ous  giving  in  that  year  reached 
$3,120,878,358,  approximately  ten 
per  cent  greater  than  the  previous 
year. 

Protestant  giving  in  1955,  as  re¬ 
ported  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  was  $1,842,592,260,  the 
Bulletin  said,  adding  that  all  other 
religious  giving  is  estimated  at  $1,- 
278,286,098. 

Assets  of  religious  organizations 
in  the  United  States  are  expected 
to  show  an  increase  of  more  than 
$600,000;000  in  1956,  the  Bulletin 
said. 

Close  to  one-fifth  of  all  religious 
giving  is  going  into  construction  or 
rehabilitation  of  church  buildings,' 
it  said. 


Hungarian  Regime 
Pledges  Religious 
Freedom 

London  (RNS)  —  The  Soviet-in¬ 
stalled  government  of  Premier 
Janos  Kadar  announced  through 
the  State  Office  for  Church .  Affairs 
that  it  “stands  for  the  free  prac¬ 
tice  of  religion  as  laid  down  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Hungarian  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Republic.” 

The  announcement  also  said  the 
church  affairs  office  “wishes  in  the 
future  to  resolve  questions  arising 
between  the  State  and  the  Church¬ 
es  through  negotiations  and  agree¬ 
ments.”  % 

The  statement,  broadcast  by  the 
Budapest  Radio,  was  the  first  re¬ 
ference  to  religious  policy  by  the 
Kadar  government  since  Soviet 
troops  crushed  the  Hungarian  re¬ 
volt. 


Reports  60 
Missionaries  Under 
Arrests  In  Egypt 

Buck  Hill  FaRs,  Pa.  (RNS)  — 
Some  60  British  missionaries  have 
been  placed  under  house  arrest  in 
Egypt  and  will  be  expelled  from 
the  country. 

This,  was  disclosed  by  missionary 
officials  at  a  news  conference  held 
in  connection  with  the  annual  as¬ 
sembly  here  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Division  of  Foreign 
Missions. 

French  missionaries  in  Egypt, 
who  are  few  and  mainly  Roman 
Catholic,  likewise  face  expulsion, 
they  said. 

The  officials  added  that  reports 
received  in  this  country  indicated 
two  major  British  .mission  stations 
have  been  closed.  These  stations, 
they  said,  represented  about  25  per 
cent  -of  the  total  Protestant  mis¬ 
sionary  activity  in  Egypt.  They 
were  operated  by  the  Church  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  Egyptian  General 
Mission,  an  interdenominational  en¬ 
terprise.  The  mission  leaders  agreed 
that  British  missionary  effort  in 
Egypt  is  “about  finished.” 

Activity  by  United  States  mis¬ 
sionaries  has  generally  not  been 
curtailed,  the  officials  said.  All  of 
the  estimated  300  American  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Egypt  are  staying  at 
their  jobs,  they  reported.  The  only 
members  of  American  missionary 
families  evacuated  have  been  moth¬ 
ers  with  young  children. 


Niemoeller  Sees  No  III  Effects 
On  Hungarian  Church  Life 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller,  German  pastor,  predicted 
here  that  the  return  of  a  Soviet-dominated  Communist  government  in 
Hungary  will  have  no  ill  effects  on  church  life  there. 

He  said  in  an  interview  that  as  soon  as  the  situation  there  calms  down 
Hungary  will  find  itself  in  the  same  situation  as  Poland. 

He  maintained  that  Russia  is  not  interested  in  a  return  to  Stalinism 
and  that  its  action  in  crushing  the  Hungarian  revolt  was  intended  “to  pre¬ 
vent  Hungary  from  becoming  a  member  of  the  Western  World,  as  the 

Soviet  Union  sees  it.”  ^ 

Dr.  Niemoeller,  who  wound  up  a  month’s  lecture  tour  of  the  United 
States,  said  he  expects  to  visit  Hungary  in  the  next  few  weeks.  Following 
his  return  to  Germany  he  will  visi|  Budapest  and  several  other  cities  in 
_ Hungary  on  his  way  to  Romania 


Set  Arkansas 
Capitol 

Christmas  Ceremony 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  (RNS)  —  The 
20th  annual  Christmas  lighting  cere¬ 
monies  will  be  held  on  the  steps 
of  the  Arkansas  Capitol  here  on 
Dec.  16,  Secretary  of  State  C.  G. 
Hall  announced.  \ 

The  Hot  Springs  School  Choir  of 
76  voices  will  sing.  Brief  Scripture 
readings  will  precede  four  of  the 
carols,  identifying  their  origin. 

In  traditional  fashion,  a  crippled 
child  will  pull  the  switch  turning 
on  the  thousands  of  colored  lights 
decorating  the  capitol  building  and 
the  Nativity  scene  on  the  front 
steps. 

Many  churches  in  the  Little  Rock 
area  will  have  ‘outdoor  portrayals 
of  the  Nativity  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  preceding  Christmas. 

Some  will  present  tableaux  with 
church  members  posing  as  Mar  y, 
Joseph  qnd  the  shepherds.  Others 
will  have  small  two-dimensional 
creches. 

The  outdoor  portrayals  sponsored 
by  the  Greater  Little  Rock  Relig¬ 
ious  Directors  Association  as  a  re¬ 
minder  that  “we  give  gifts  to  others 
at  Christmas  time  because  of  God’s 
gift  to  us — the  gift  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.” 

Bible  Society 
Plans  Expansion 
Program 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Plans  for 
extensive  expansion  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society’s  program  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  25  years  were  disclosed 
at  the  38th  annual  meeting  here  of 
its  Advisory  Council. 

Dr.  Eugene  A.  Nida,  associate  se¬ 
cretary  in  charge  of  translations, 
said  it  was  “likely”  that  within  the 
next  quarter  century  the  society 
would  accomplish  10  revisions  of 
whole  Bibles,  150  translations  of 


where  he  is  to  address  German¬ 
speaking  congregations. 

Dr.  Niemoeller  is  president  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  of  Hesse-Nas- 
sau  in  West  Germany.  His  state¬ 
ments  on  the  international  situa¬ 
tion  have  frequently  brought  him 
into  conflict  with  other  West  Ger¬ 
man  church  leaders. 

The  present  ambition  of  Soviet 
leaders,  he  said,  is  to  move  into 
Asia  and  the  rest  of  the  “Eastern 
World’  because  the  possibility  of 
their  making  major  advances  in 
Europe  is  “very  limited.” 

He  expressed  approval  of  the 
United  States  policy  of  “handing 
things  over  to  the  United  Nations 
which  have  done  a  good  deal  to 
prevent  something  worse.’ 

“The  real  issue  today  is  not  the 
struggle  between  East  and  West  as 
represented  by  the  so-called  free 
world  and  the  so-called  Communist 
world,”  Pastor  Niemoeller  said, 
“but  how  the  white  race,  as  re¬ 
presented  by  Europe  and  America, 
will  solve  its  relations  with  the 
Asians  and  Africans.” 

The  white  race  will  inevitably 
have  to  face  the  fact,  he  said,  that 
the  so-called  colored  races  are  out¬ 
growing  them  fast  and  the  only 
way  to  avert  a  catastrophe  is  to 
work  for  good  neighborly  relations. 


Old  Testaments,  200  translations  of 
New  Testaments  and  225  transla¬ 
tions  of  Gospels  into  new  languages. 

The  expansion  program  is  neces¬ 
sary,  he  said,  because  of  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  increase  in  world  literacy 
and  a  growing  nationalism  which 
makes  Bibles  in  so-called  “trade  or 
colonial”  languages  unacceptable. 

The  Rev.  Pahl  A.  Collyer,  an  as¬ 
sociate  secretary  in  charge  of  for¬ 
eign  distribution,  reported  that  dif¬ 
ficulties  created  by  this  growing 
spirit  of  nationalism  in  many  coun¬ 
tries,  “particularly  in  Asia  and 
Africa  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in 
Latin  America,”  make  it  necessary 
to  distribute  Scriptures  through 
member  groups  of  the  United 
Bible  Societies  and  on  the  basis  of 
international  cooperation. 


McCormick  Seminary  Buys  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  Fragments 


Chicago  (RNS)  —  McCormick  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  here  has  purchased  nine  Dead  Sea  Scroll  frag¬ 
ments  for  $6,000. 

The  funds  were  provided  by  C.  F.  Rehnborg,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Nutrilite  Foundation,  Buena  Park,  Calif., 
and  his  wife. 

Dr.  Floyd  V.  Filson,  the  seminary’s  acting  presi¬ 
dent,  said  the  purchase  was  made  from  Bedouins 
through  the  agency  of  the  Jordan  Government.  The 
manuscripts  were  found  by  tribesmen  in  Cave  IV, 
Qumran,  on  the  northwestern  edge  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

The  manuscripts  will  remain  in  the  Palestine 
Archeological  Museum  for  study  and  editing  and  be 
released  to  the  seminary  after  publication. 

Dr.  Frank  M.  Cross,  Jr.,  associate  professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  the  seminary,  is  a  member  of  the  in¬ 
ternational,  interdenominational  theological  staff  edit¬ 
ing  the  scrolls. 

Eight  of  the  manuscripts  are  written  on  leather. 


They  include  a  manuscript  of  Jeremiah,  dating  prob¬ 
ably  from  the  end  of  the  Second  Century,  B.C.,  the 
only  known  Hebrew  manuscript  representing  the 
shorter  text  used  by  the  translators  of  the  ancient 
Greek  version  of  Jeremiah. 

There  are  two  manuscripts  from  the  Book  of 
Daniel.  The  oldest,  extremely  fragmentary,  dates  from 
the  close  of  the  Second  Century,  B.C.,  and  probably 
was  written  not  much  more  than  50  years  after  the 
original  work. 

A  manuscript  of  Ecclesiastes  dates  from  around 
150  B.C. 

The  other  leather  documents  are  non-Biblical, 
sectarian  manuscripts  identified  by  Dr.  Cross  as  a 
paraphrase  of  Genesis,  an  Essene  liturgy,  a  hymnic 
work,  and  a  wisdom  writing. 

In  addition  to  the  leather  documents,  there  is  a 
papyrus  scroll  containing  part  of  a  previously  un¬ 
known  apocalyptic  work  resembling  the  Book  of  Daniel 
in  type. 


Industry  Gives 
To  Education 

The  College  of  West  Africa,  old¬ 
est  Methodist  overseas  mission  in¬ 
stitution,  formally  exhibited  and 
demonstrated  $7,500  worth  of  new 
science  equipment  at  a  dedication 
ceremony  in  Monrovia,  .  Liberia, 
early  in  July. 

A  $10,000  gift  from  Republic 
Steel  Corporation  made  possible 
the  modern  physics  and  chemistry 
equipment.  The  Liberian  Mining 
Company,  agent  for -Republic  Steel, 
authorized  Charles  E.  Dewey,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Liberian  com¬ 
pany,  to  present  the  cash  to  the 
school  during  a  session  of  the  Lib¬ 
erian  Methodist  Annual  Conference 
in  January,  1955. 

i 
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Editorials; 

e^flethodist  Wome  hospital  Sunday 

ONE  of  the  unique  ministries  of  Methodism  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  Owned  and 
operated  by  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi, 
this  institution  extends  the  ministry  of  Methodism  in  circum¬ 
stances  where  such  help  is  needed  and  appreciated.  Nowhere  else 
in  Methodism  is  there  such  an  institution  which  fulfills  a  three¬ 
fold  mission,  a  hospital  for  unwed  mothers,  a  child  caring  insti¬ 
tution,  and  a  child  placement  agency. 

It  is  peculiarily  fitting  that  the  church’s  financial  support  of  this 
ministry  should  be  presented  to  Methodists  in  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  at  Christmas  time.  The  experience  of  Christmas  is  not 
complete  for  any  one  of  us  unless  through  us  others  have  been 
helped  in  some  way  to  a  greater  experience  of  the  redeeming 
love  of  God.  Such  is  the  opportunity  which  Louisiana  Methodists 
have  next  Sunday  as  they  underwrite  the  operational  expense 
of  this  institution. 

The  needs  and  challenges  of  this  Christian  work  are  clearly 
presented  on  pages  eight  and  nine  of  this  issue.  We  are  confident 
that  the  Methodists  of  Arkansas  will  continue  to  support  financially 
this  program  which  is  a  channel  of  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
means  of  giving  little  children  the  same  opportunity  in  life  that 
we  want  for  our  own. 

Circulation  Campaign  efflaterials  Available 

PREPARATIONS  have  been  underway  for  several  weeks  in 
this  publication’s  office  for  the  annual  Area-Wide  Circula¬ 
tion  Campaign,  set  by  conference  action  for  January  13-20. 
These  preparations  include  the  developing  of  several  pieces  of 
material  intended  to  help  local  churches  in  conducting  a  campaign 
for  renewal  subscriptions  and  new  subscribers.  We  want  now  to 
advise  all  pastors  and  local  church  leaders  that  practically  all  of 
these  materials  are  available,  and  unless  requested  earlier  will  be 
mailed  to  pastors  shortly  after  Christmas.  Two-color  posters  for 
display  purposes  will  be  available  for  distribution  before  Christ¬ 
mas,  and  requests  for  campaign  envelopes  are  now  being  filled 
as  fast  as  requests  are  received. 

At  no  other  time  in  the  history  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
Methodism  has  it  been  as  necessary  for  local  churches  to  have 
full  subscription  lists  as  now.  Methodists  need  the  news,  program 
information,  inspirational  materials,  and  connectional  help  which 
a  weekly  church  publication  affords.  Begin  now  to  make  your 
initial  plans  for  a  successful  circulation  endeavor  January  13-20. 

No  Bethlehem  'Without  C°^vccry 

AS  the  Advent  season  advances  and  preparations  for  the 
celebration  of  our  Lord’s  birthday  are  being  made,  Chris¬ 
tians  must  remember  that  there  would  be  no  Christmas, 
and  Bethlehem  would  probably  have  little  historical  significance, 
if  there  had  been  no  Calvary.  Without  the  Cross  there  would  be 
no  Christ  or  Christmas.  Though  not  detected,  the  shadow  of  the 
Cross  was  very  much  a  part  of  the  Nativity  scene. 

James  Russell  Lowell  wrote  during  the  past  century,  “The 
gift  without  the  giver  is  bare.”  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  observed, 
“The  only  gift  is  a  portion  of  thyself,”  and  Kahlil  Gibran  pointed 
out,  “You  give  little  when  you  give  of  your  possessions.  It  is 
when  you  give  of  yourself  that  you  truly  give.” 

These  gifted  writers  were  commenting  on  a  principle  of  life 
most  completely  expressed  in  the  story  of  Bethlehem  and  Calvary, 
two  geographical  locations  neither  one  of  which  would  have  at¬ 
tained  stature  in  history  without  the  other.  God’s  gift  to  mankind 
at  Bethlehem  was  His  Son,  Jesus,  who  by  His  manner  of  living, 
devotion  to  others,  wisdom  in  teaching,  and  understanding  of  His 
fellowmen  revealed  the  love  and  power  of  God. 

God  could  and  did  give  Himself  to  man  at  Bethlehem,  but  how 
infinitely  more  that  Gift  and  His  love  are  expressed  at  Calvary 
where  the  depth  of  His  love  is  fully  revealed.  At  Calvary,  God 
indeed  gave  a  portion  of  Himself  with  the  life  of  His  Son,  Jesus. 
At  Calvary  the  Gift  and  the  Giver  are  forever  brought  together 


VISAGE  OF  TRUE  GOODNESS 


'  :  "THERE  BE  MANY  THAT  5AY,  WHO  WILL  -5HOW  U6  ANY  ^ 
GOOD?  LORD,  LIFT  THOU  UP  THE  LI64J-OF  THY 
_ COUNTENANCE  UPON  U5.  "  _ -PSALM  ^6 _ 


in  the  experience  of  man.  God  gave  of  His  own  possessions,  His 
Son,  at  Bethlehem,  but  He  truly  gave  of  Himself  at  Calvary.  As 
Bethlehem  cannot  be  understood  without  Calvary,  neither  can 
Calvary  be  understood  without  Bethlehem,  for  in  both  together 
is  the  story  of  God’s  redemptive  love  and  power. 

Let  each  one  in  his  own  way  experience  again  the  rebirth  of 
Christ  during  this  Christmas  season,  never  forgetting  that  with 
Jesus  there  was  Bethlehem  and  Calvary,  and  in  both  God  was 
triumphant. 

Completing  cSA  Cycle  In  ^Missions 

ONE  hundred  years  ago  The  Methodist  Church  began  its  mis¬ 
sionary  worx  in  India.  This  has,  in  no- sense,  been  an  easy 
mission  field.  The  caste  system,  the  intense  devotion  of  the 
natives  of  India  to  their  own  ideals  of  religion  and  the  apparent 
willingness  to  continue  the  age-old  pattern  for  life,  made  it  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  ideals  of  Christianity  to  penetrate  minds  that  were 
practically  closed  to  religious  suggestions  from  “outsiders.” 

Despite  the  difficulties,  one  of  the  very  successful  missionary 
enterprises  of  Methodism  has  been  carried  forward  in  India.  Con¬ 
fined  largely,  in  the  beginning,  to  work  with  the  low  caste  of  India, 
Christianity  finally  was  accepted  by  many  in  the  more  privileged 
classes  and  hence  it  became  possible  to  train  native  workers  for 
leadership  among  the  Indian  people  and  in  the  churches. 

We  seem  now,  after  a  century  of  missionary  endeavor,  to  have 
completed  a  cycle  in  our  mission  work  in  India.  The  Methodist 
Church  in  India  now  has  four  Bishops.  It  is'  a  matter  of  great 
satisfaction  that,  beginning  with  this  year,  all  four  of  these  Bishops 
are  natives  of  India.  This  means  now  that  The  Methodist  Church 
in  India  is  led,  from  top  to  bottom,  largely  by  nationals  who  are 
the  product  of  a  century  of  our  missionary  work  in  that  land 
of  mystics. 

The  basic  purpose  and  ultimate  objective  in  any  mission  field 
is  to  develop  a  church  that  is  self-directed,  self-perpetuated  and 
self-supported.  That  is  why,  in  some  advanced  mission  fields,  we 
have  set  up  autonomous  Methodist  Churches. 

We  have  finished  a  cycle  of  missions  in  India  but  we  have  not, 
by  much,  finished  our  work  in  India  or  met  our  financial  responsi¬ 
bility  there.  Methodism  in  India  still  needs  guidance  and  financial 
support  in  many  places  from  American  Methodism.  With  thankful 
hearts,  greater  courage  and  larger  faith  let  us  carry  forward  our 
work  in  India  so  well  begun. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

First  La.  Registrations 
For  Adult 

Convocation  Reported 

Six  workers  from  Noel  Methodist 
Church,  Sheveport,  have  registered 
for  the  Methodist  Area  Adult  Con¬ 
vocation  to  be  held  in  piffle  Rock, 
Arkansas,  January  4,  §;  'and  6,  1957. 

Dr.  Bentley  'Sloane,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Education,  announced  that  these 
are  the  first  to  register  from  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  in  Louisiana.  Three 
hundred  Adult  Class  Teachers, 
Presidents,  and  other  Officers  are 
expected  to  attend  from  Louisiana. 

All  registrations  should  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

Speakers  on  the  program  include 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  Bishop 
Charles  Wesley  Brashares,  Dr.  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe,  Dr.  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  and  Dr.  Leo  Rippy. 

The  six  local  workers  who  have 
registered  are:  Mrs.  C.  Linton 
Smith,  125  Leo  S'tregt,  Mrs.  O.  R. 
Cunningham,  3743  Madison  Park 
Boulevard,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Poindexter, 
4005  Richmond,  Mrs.  Chris  Bar¬ 
nette,  303  College,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Charlton,  820  Wilkinson,  and  Miss 
Miss  Tennie  V.  Severtson,  520 
Herdon. 


-  HENDRIX  STAFF 
MEMBERS 
HONORED 

Fourteen  staff  members  and  re¬ 
tired  staff  members  of  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege  are  among  the  several  dozen 
Arkansas  educators  who  were  hon¬ 
ored  recently  by  the  Department 
of  Higher  Education  of  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Education  Association.  Each  per¬ 
son  being  honored  has  devoted  25 
years  or  more  to  higher  education 
in  Arkansas. 

They  were  honored  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  luncheon  meeting  at  the  A.E.A. 
Building  in  Little  Rock,  and  each 
one  honored  was  presented  a  cer¬ 
tificate  from  the  Association. 

The  presentation  was  made  by 
Dr.  George  S.  Reuther,  Jr.,  Sec’y- 
Treas.  of  the  Department  of  Higher 
Education  of  A.E.A.  Hendrix  staff 
members  honored  include:  William 
Curt  Buthman,  Robert  L.  Campbell, 
Myrtle  E.  Charles,  Matt  L.  Ellis, 
Paul  Page  Farris,  Orville  T.  Gooden, 
Ivan  H.  Grove,  Henry  W.  Kamp, 
Martin  Josiah  McHenry,  Ethel  K. 
Millar,  Arlie  Salmons,  Guy  A.  Si¬ 
mons,  Earle  "  A.  Spessard,  and 
Thomas  S.  Staples. 


AREA  ADULT 
CONVOCATION  PROGRAM 
ANNOUNCED 

(Continued  jrom  page  1) 
asked  to  select  one  of  the  groups  in 
each  of  the  two  areas.  The  respon¬ 
sibility  groups  concern  areas  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  the  local  church  and 
conference  program.  The  skill 
groups  concern  areas  of  teaching  and 
local  church  promotion. 

Each  person  registering  for  the 
convocation  is  asked  to  make  his  or 
her  own  hotel  or  motel  reservations, 
according  to  Rev.  George  Meyer, 
Little  Rock,  convocation  director  of 
housing.  A  list  of  the  hotels  and 
motels  in  Little  Rock,  together  with 
prices  are  listed  on  page  nine  of 
this  issue. 
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North  Arkansas  Conference  Notes 


Assistance  Offered 
Adult  Leaders 

All  the  work  of  the  Department 
of  Christian  Education  of  ^Adults, 
General  Board  of  Education,  is  the 
result  of  ,need  expressed  by  work¬ 
ers  in  Ideal  churches,  subdistricts, 
districts,  and  annual  conferences. 

-The  staff  of  the  department  never 
arbitrarily  sets  up  a  meeting  of  any 
kind,  according  to  Dr.  M.  Leo 
Rippy,  director  of  the  department. 
All  subdistrict,  district,  and  confer¬ 
ence-wide  meetings  have  the  same 
purpose — to  help  adults  do  better 
work  in  local  churches. 

Dr.  Rippy  points  out  that  some 
of  the  needs  grow  out  of  Hte-Tol- 
lo wing  facts: 

1.  Comparatively  few  teachers  of 
adult  classes  (and  there  are  more 
than  100,000  of  them)  have  ever 
been  in  a  meeting  planned  to  help 
them  become  better  teachers. 

2.  Comparatively  few  superin¬ 
tendents  of  adult  divisions  of  local 
churches  have  ever  been  in  a  meet¬ 
ing  wliere  their  responsibilities 
were  discussed. 

3.  Both  the  leaders  and  members 
of  adult  classes  need  to  learn 
methods  and  procedures — the  lead¬ 
ers,  because  they  want  to  do  better 
work;  the  class  members,  because 
they  never  know  when  they  may 
be  called  upon  to  be  leaders. 

The  council  of  adult  workers  of 
the  conference  board  of  education 
evaluates  the  suggestions  that  a- 
rise  from  various  needs  and  de¬ 
cides  what  to  recommend  to  the 
several  districts.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent  ar/d  his  director  of  adult 
work  develop  and  carry  out  those 
suggestions  that  they  believe  would 
be  most  helpful  to  leaders  and 
members  and  adult  classes  in  the 
district. 

Dr.  Rippy  emphasized:  “It  is  not 
thought  that  all  the  meetings  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Department  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  of  Adults,  would  be 
carried  out  in  any  one  annual  con¬ 
ference  but  only  those  that  would 
meet  specific  needs  at  that  parti¬ 
cular  time.” 

Judging  from  reports  from  the 
field,  there  is  special  need  for  an¬ 
nual  district  meetings  of  adults. 
These  meetings  are  designed  to 
provide  inspiration  and  motivation 
that  will  send  adults  back  to  their 
lopal  churches  with  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  possibilities  in  adult 
work  and  as  to  how  they  may  en¬ 
rich  it. 

The  more  than  2,700,000  adults 
enrolled  in  adult  classes  that  meet 
on  Sunday  morning  and  the  sever¬ 
al  hundred  thousand  that  meet  in 
groups  during  the  week,  is  the 
largest  student  body  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  more  than  the  total  en¬ 
rollment  of  all  the  colleges  in  this 
country,  Dr.  Rippy  said. 

Free  guidance  materials  for  con¬ 
ducting  district  meetings  of  adults, 
and  for  conference  and  subdistrict 
meetings  as  well,  are  available 
from  Department  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Adults,  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  The  Methodist  Church,  P.  O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 

Philander  Smith 
Receives  New  Grant 

Philander  Smith  College  has  just 
received  a  grant  of  $12,013.26  from 
the  United  Negro  College  Fund,  it 
was  announced  recently  by  Presi¬ 
dent  M.  LaFayette  Harris. 

The  current  allocation  represents 


By  Ira  A. 

Register  for  Adult  Convocation 

The  Arkansas-Louisiana  Adult 
Convocation  will  be  history  in  less 
than  one  month.  Its  value  to  your 
church  will  depend  upon  the  parti¬ 
cipation  of  persons  from  your 
church  in  the  program.  We  believe 
we  have  an  excellent  program 
planned,  which  we  hope  may  have 
a  chance  be  of  value  to  your  local 
church. 

It.  is  important  that  persons  plan¬ 
ning  to  attend  make  their  reserva¬ 
tions  at  once  in  order  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  splendid  opportuni¬ 
ty. 

Reservations  are  to  be  made  by 
the  individuals  as  d.e  s  i  r  e  d  but 
must  be  made  directly  with  the 
hotel  or  motel. 

The  registration  form,  together 
with  $3.00  from  each  person  who 
will  attend  from  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference,  is  to  be  sent:  Ira  A. 
Brumley,  Hendrix  Station,  Conway, 
Ark.  Persons  in  each  of  the  other 
conferences  are  to  send  their  re¬ 
gistrations  to  the  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  respective  conference. 

We  have  been  delighted  with  the 
number  of  requests  being  made  for 
additional  copies  of  the  registration 
form.  One  church  has  asked  for  as 
many  as  two  dozen  copies. 

Persons  will  be  assigned  to  the 
repective  responsibility  groups  and 
skill  groups  as  their  applications 
are  received. 

New  Certifications 

The  following  new  certifications 
have  been  reported  to  our  office 
recently:  Vernon  Paysinger,  West 
Memphis,  has  been  certified  for 
“Lesson  Materials  in  Christian 
Education”  and  “Lesson  Materials 
in  the  Small  Church.” 

H.  Lynn  Robison  of  Hoxie  has 
been  certified  on  “The  Life  of 
Jesus,”  first  and  second  series. 

Mr.  Roy  I.  Bagley  of  Fayetteville  - 


Philander  Smith  College’s  share  in 
the  third  distribution  of  funds 
made  by  the  United  Negro  College 
Fund  to  its  31  participating  mem¬ 
bers  this  year.  This  brings  the  total 
amount  received  to  date  by  Phi- 
land  Smith  College  in  1956  to  $32,- 
766.85.  The  Fund  has  distributed  a 
total  of  $1,225,588.78  to  its  31  mem¬ 
ber  Colleges  in  1956. 

President  Harris  stated  the  grant 
has  been  designated  for  operating 
purposes  and  will  be  used  by  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith  College  to  supple¬ 
ment  its  current  budget  for  such 
annual  costs  as  faculty  salaries, 
student  scholarhip  aid,  teaching 
and  laboratory  equipment,  library 
books  and  student  health  programs. 
The  United  Negro  College  Fund  is 
currently  conducting  its  13th  an¬ 
nual  nation-wide  campaign  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  31  member  institutions. 

The  faculty,  staff  and  students  of 
Philander  Smith  College,  including 
the  Forrest  City  Center  of  the 
College,  have  given  a  total  of  $1,- 
902.73  to  the  Fund  in  1956. 

Lee  H.  Bristol,  president  of  Bris¬ 
tol-Myers  Company  is  national 
chairman  of  the  appeal.  Serving 
wtih  him  as  vice-chairmen  are 
William  T.  Gossett,  vice  president 
and  general  counsel  of  the  Ford 
Motor  Company;  and  Robert  L. 
Brokenburr,  prominent  Indianapolis 
legislator  and  attorney.  -  John  D. 
Rockefeller,  Jr.,  is  chairman  of  the 
Fund’s  national  council  and  John 
J.  McCloy,  chairman  of  the  Board 
Chase  Manhatten  Bank,  New  York, 
is  treasurer. 


Brumley 


More  Louisianans 
Register  For 
Adult  Convocation 

Six  members  of  Caddo  Heights 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
have  just  sent  in  registrations  for 
the  Adult  Convocation  to  be  held 
in  Little  Rock,  January  4,  5.  and  6. 
These  members  are  as  follows: 
R.  S.  Moncrief,  General  Church 
School  Sunerintendent;  Clayton 
Young,  Adidt  Division  Superinten¬ 
dent:  and  the  following  teachers  of 
Adults  Classes:  Mrs.  Clayton 
Younjr,  GlVder  Black,  Robert  Den¬ 
ton,  and  Loyce  Hurley. 


ha  been  certified  for  “Missionary 
Education  in  the  Local  Church.” 

Samuel  P.  Auslam  of  Springdale 
has  been  certified  for  the  first  and 
second  series  courses  on  “Young 
Adult  Work  in  the  Church.” 

Tom  Cowan  of  H^ber  Springs  has 
been  certified  for  “Ways  of  Teach¬ 
ing”  and  “How  to  Teach  in  the 
Church  School.” 

Rally  Day  Offerings 

The  following  Church  School 
Rally  Day  offerings  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  in  our  office  since  our  last 
report  in  the  Arkansas  Methodist: 
Havana,  $4.00:  Griffin  Memorial, 
Paragould,  $25.00;  Lavaca,  $5.00; 
Dyess,  $5.00;  Tilton,  $5.00;  Fort 
Smith  First  Church,  $300.00;  Searcy 
First  Church,  $100.00;  Calico  Rock, 
$5.00;  Washington  Ave.,  North 
Little  Rock,  $40.00;  Leslie,  $5  00; 
Pleasant  Grove,  $2.00;  Rosebud,  $5.- 
00;  Beebe,  $20.00;  Tuckerman,  $25.00; 
Judscnia,  $10  00:  BerryviHe,  $20  00; 
Bald  Knob.  $20.00;  Denning.  $4.25; 
Ozark,  $35.00;  Lynn,  $5.00;  Wesley 
Memorial.  Conway,  $10.00;  Cole’s 
Chapel,  $6.00;  Grand  Prairie,  $4  00; 
Salem  (Batesville  District),  $20.00; 
Cotton  Plant,  $25  00;  Greenwood, 
$25.00  Lincoln,  $20.00;  Paris,  $50.00; 
Holly  Grove.  $20.00;  Ravenden 
Springs,  $5.00;  Black  Rock,  $5.00; 
Fisher,  $7.00;  Prairie  Grove,  $35.00; 
Cecil,  $4.00;  Dyer,  $2  00;  Morning 
Star,  $5  00;  Alma,  $10.08;  Newport 
First  Church,  $75.00;  Marianna, 
$75.00;  Walnut  Ridge,  $50.00:  New 
Haven,  $2.00;  Damascus,  $5.00;  Vil- 
onia,  $10.00;  Mulberry,  $5.00;  Lux- 
ora,  $5.00;  Brightwater,  $5.00;  Mt. 
Carmel,  $5.00;  Wesley’s  Chapel, 
(Forrest  City  District).  $5.00; 
Marked  Tree,  $75.00;  Harrison, 
$75.00;  New  Hope,  (Fort  Smith  Dis¬ 
trict),  $7.50;  McRae,  $6.00:  Harris¬ 
burg,  $15.00;  Turrell,  $5.00;  Luns¬ 
ford,  $3.00;  Eureka  Springs,  $10.00; 
Rector  First  Church,  $35.00;  St. 
Paul’s  Jonesboro,  $5.00;  Charleston, 
$15.00;  New  Home,  $10.00;  Altus, 
$1.71;  Brookland,  $5.00;  Macey.  $10. 
00;  St.  John,  $5.00;  Jasper,  $5.00; 
Wynne,  $75.00:  Cash  Lake,  $2.50. 

Youth  Rally  Day  Change 

Due  to  a  conflict  which  could 
not  be  avoided,  it  has  become 
necessary  to  change  the  date  of  the 
conference-wide  Youth  Rally  from 
April  5  to  April  12,  1957.  This 
still  keeps  it  ahead  of  Holy  Week 
period,  as  Easter  Sunday  does  not 
come  until  April  21.  The  rally  is  to 
be  held  on  the  Hendrix  College 
campus,  and  Rev.  Harold  Ewing, 
Director  of  Youth  Work  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  secur¬ 
ed  as  the  inspirational  speaker.  The 
program  this  year  is  to  be  built  on 
the  basis  of  vocation.  This  program 
is  for  young  people,  ages  15-23,  and 
their  adult  workers. 


Page  Five 


A  Lift  For  Living 


B7  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

PROMISES  WE  LIVE  BY 

Long  centuries  ago  in  a  letter  written  to  some  Hebrew  Christians,  the 
writer  addressed  his  readers  as  ‘'heirs  of  promise.”  There  is  something 
haunting  about  the  expression  “heirs  of  promise.”  It  suggests  the  good 
things  of  life.  It  recalls  the  faces  of  those  we  have  “loved  long  since  and 
lost  awhile.”  It  awakens  hopes  of  the  more  yet  to  be. 

Let  us  approach  this  phrase  “heirs  of  promise”  by 
considering  how  much  of  our  daily  lif$  is  lived  on 
promises.  Our  family  relationships  are  fabrics  woven 
of  promises.  A  man  and  woman  stand  at  a  marriage 
altar  and  make  pledges  each  to  the  other.  Some  of 
these  are  broken  but  sufficient  remain  to  preserve  the 
family  pattern  through  the  generations.  The  little  child 
N  looks  up  into  the  mother’s  eyes  and  lisps  the  words  “I 
Promise”  and  the  mother  looks  down  at  her  child  with 
a  love  which  needs  no  words  to  express  its  pledge. 
Thus,  through  the  intimate  circle  of  the  home  we  are 
“heirs  of  promise.”  •  ' 

Likewise  our  friendships  are  linked  together  by  promises.  Friends 
draw  up  no  legal  contracts  setting  forth  the  give  and  take  of  comradeship. 
Yet  there  is  a  code  of  honor  among  friends  recognizecLJjy  every  gentleman, 
even  by  some  thieves.  We  are  constantly  extending  credit  to  our  comrades, 
not  necessarily  in  a  financial  way  but  in  a- mental  way:  that  is,  we  credit 
them  with  good  intentions  when  their  words  might  be  open  to  misunder¬ 
standing.  We  give  our  friends  the  benefit  of  doubt.  We  believe  the  best 
about  them  and  bank  on  the  best  in  them.  If  we  did  not  count  on  promises 
we  could  not  have  friends. 

And  in  business,  too,  one  of  the  most  impressive  features  to  me  is  the 


vast  volume  of  transactions  made  on  the  oral  promise  of  men.  To  be  sure, 
there  are  signed  contracts,  written  receipts,  surety  bonds  and  various  other 
legal  safeguards,  but  even  in  Wall  Street  innumerable  deals  are  held  in¬ 
violate  for  hours  and  days  on  the  mere  word  of  gentlemen. 

And  in  the  last  analysis,  the  legal  guarantees  of  business  rest  on  the 
good  faith  inherent  in  character.  If  the  promises  of  men  could  not  be 
trusted,  the  long-range  methods  of  modern  business  would  have  to. revert 
to  the  barter  method  of  primitive  men  who  brought  their  wares  and  carried 
home  in  their  own  hands  the  exchange.  But  because  we  have  learned  to 
give  men  credit,  we  can  now  wire  sales  to  invisible  purchasers  in  far 
reaches  of  the  world  and  buy  bonds  redeemable  in  the  year  A.D.  2000. 

And  now  behind  and  beneath  these  human  promises  we  live  by,  our 
Bible  tells  us  there  are  promises  of  God.  Who  started  the  chain  of  mother 
love  which  links  generation  to  generation?  Who  instilled  that  spirit  of 
service  which  has  created  the  institutions  of  government  and  society  which 
we  did  not  earn  but  found  here  for  our  enjoyment?  Leslie  Stephen,  who 
had  lost  his  faith  in  God,  once  wrote  a  letter  to  James  Russell  Lowell,  telling 
of  the  death  of  his  beloved  wife.  .  He  began  a  sentence  with  thesq  words, 
“I  thank,”  then  recollecting  he  had  no  God  to  whom  he  could  think  himself 

indebted  for  the  companion  of  his  heart  he  wrote,  “I  thank — something _ 

that  I  loved  her  as  heartily  as  I  know  how  to  love.” 

Yes,  even  those  who  have  lost  faith  in  God  feel  in  their  deepest  moods 
there  is  “something”  beyond  family  or  fatherland  to  which  they  are  in¬ 
debted.  Back  of  the  human  beings  on  whose  promises  and  goodness  we 
rely  must  be  a  Creator  who  planted  the  spirit  of  love  and  service  in  the 
hearts  of  His  creatures.  Neither  water  nor  love  can  rise  higher  than  its 
source. 

We  are,  therefore,  heirs  of  promise  both  human  and  divine.  And  it 
is  our  trust  in  God’s  promises  that  helps  to  keep  us  trustworthy  in  our 
promises  as  man  to  man. 

Truly,  without  trust  in  God  promises  cannot  be  trustworthy. 


The  " 

man's  Column 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  PEACE 

In  these  disturbed  days  we  keep  looking  for 
some  means  of  stopping  this  constant  threat  of 
war.  Some  of  us  wonder  why  the  God  who 
speaks  of  love  should  permit  so  much  hate  and 
prejudice.  Many  are  worried  about  the  ability 
of  God  to  lead  us  at  all.  For  an  answer,  let  us 
read  something  from  the  prophet  Micah.  The 
third  verse  of  the  fourth  chapter  has  been  quoted 
many,  many  times.  Listen  to  the  words  again: 

“He  shall  judge  between  many  peoples,  and 
He  shall  decide  for  strong  nations  far  off; 
and  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plow¬ 
shares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks;” 

These  are  heartening  words  to  us  all.  Maybe  in 
some  day,  even  while  we  are  living,  we  will  see 
swords  turned  into  plows,  spears  turned  into 
instruments  of  peace.  Oh,  Lord,  grant  it,  we  pray 
fervently.  May  it  come  even  sooner  than  we 
hope! 

But  we  have  overlooked  the  heart  of  the 
meaning.  God  did  not  predict  He  would  do  the 
work  of  peace.  It  was  the  nations  of  men.  Peace 
was  not  predicted  as  a  boon  dropped  from  the 
bounteous  lap  of  God  into  our  uplifted  and  idle 
hands.  It  was  promised  when  we  went  through 
the  hard  work  of  manufacturing  it.  The  children 
of  today  have  missed  a  lot  in  not  knowing  an 
old-fashioned  blacksmith.  Before  the  flaming 
forge,  and  on  the  great  anvil,  he  struck  blow 
after  blow  with  his  hammer  to  form  the  red-hot 
plow-share  into  shape  and  sharpness.  The  ham¬ 
mer  must  be  swung  powerfully.  The  heat  must 
be  enough  to  melt  the  steel  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  the  right  temperature. 

Peace  isn’t  putting  the  fleet  into  mothballs. 
It  isn’t  retiring  the  extra  generals  and  admirals. 
It  isn’t  setting  up  a  reserve  of  military  strength. 
It  is  a  quality  hammered  out  at  the  council  table, 
after  the  fires  of  prayer  have  put  men’s  minds 
into  the  proper  condition  for  their  shaping.  Peace 
is  the  experience  of  being  struck  hard  by  the 
hand  of  God  that  we  may  know  the  power  of 
His  might  as  well  as  the  wisdom  of  His  seeing 
eye.  No,  peace  is  certainly  no  easy,  passive  con¬ 
dition,  achieved  by  not  doing  something.  It  is  a 
quality  to  be  wrought  out.  Peace  must  be  waged 
even  as  anxiously  as  we  have  waged  war.  Peace, 
after  all,  is  a  creation  of  God,  but  we  must 
furnish  the  material  for  Him  to  form  and  shape 
to  His  will.  We  can  never  make  it  by  ourselves. 
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On  A  Wide 
Circuit 


W.  W.  Reid  | 
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BEAMING  STAR  AND  ANGEL  CHORUS 


Beaming  star  and  angel  chorus 
Circle  David’s  town  tonight, 

Hail  the  Child  laid  in  the  manger 
Prince  of  Peace  and  Lord  of  Light: 
May  I  always. 

Greet  his  advent,  tell  his  might. 

There’s  a  beauty,  there’s  a  glory, 
Heavenly  radiance  marks  his  bed; 
Never  palace  shone  more  splendid 
Than  this  borrowed  cattle-shed: 

I  would  praise  him, 

I  world,  worship  him,  star-led. 


Humble  shepherds,  learned  princes 
Know  tonight  not  rank  nor  pride 
As  through  lands  of  dusty  village 
Star  and  song  their  footsteps  guide: 
I  would  follow, 

I  would  worship  by  their  side. 


In  the  crowded  village  hostel 
Candles  cast  their  shadows  long, 
And  the  guests’  own  babel  voices 
Dull  their  souls  to  angel  song: 
May  I  never 

Be  among  the  heedless  throng. 

— Benj.  Caulfield 


THE  SHEPHERDS  HEARD 

The  Shepherds  heard 
The  glorious  word 
Proclaimed  that  holy  night: 
That  from  above  > 

The  God  of  Love 

Had  sent  the  Lord  of  Light. 

-  “In  Bethlehem,” 

’Twas  told  to  them,  ' 

“A  Savior  has  been  born 
To  bring  new  life, 

To  end  all  strife. 

To  comfort  those  who  mourn.” 

With  quickened  pace 
They  sought  the  place  ^ 

Of  which  the  angel  said, 

“You’ll  find  Him  there 
In  manger  bare, 

No  place  to  lay  His  head.” 


They  saw  with  joy 
The  wondrous  Boy; 

They  knelt  upon  the  ground; 
They  hastened  then 
To  tell  to  men, 

“The  Savior  has  been  found!” 

Let  joy  increase! 

The  Prince  of  Peace 
Comes  to  our  world  this  day. 
May  He  instill 
In  us  the  will 

To  follow  in  His  way.  Amen. 
— William  W.  Reid,  Jr. 


WHAT  WONDERS  HAVE  FOUND  US? 

(to  be  sung  antiphonally) 

What  wonders  have  found  us,  what  glories  sur¬ 
round  us, 

O  angels  that  hallow  our  night? 

Bright  cherub  choir  singing,  new  melody  wing¬ 
ing — 

What  meaneth  the  heavens’  delight? 

This  night  God  has  blest  you,  in  love  has  ad¬ 
dressed  you, 

His  Son  as  your  Savior  is  born; 

All  heaven’s  rejoicing;  O  man,  join  our  voicing 
Of  song  for  the  promise  of  morn! 

Why  journey  this  chill  night,  leave  lambs  while 
it’s  still  night?  / 

O  shepherds,  why  cross  ye  the  down? 

The  low  road  is  dreary,  the  mountain  path  weary: 
What  good  is  in  Bethlehem  town? 

God’s  angels  have  sped  us,  yon  bright  star  has 
led  us, 

We  seek  here  a  Babe  long  foretold; 
Withheld  through  the  ages  from  prophets  and 
sages. 

Our  King  and  Redeemer  behold! 

Why  come  to  our  village — for  barter  or  pillage? — 
O  strangers  from  far  alien  state? 

Your  camels  are  laden  with  riches  of  Aden: 
Why  seek  ye  to  enter  our  gate? 

Not  goods  do  we  measure,  but  spread  here  our 
treasure  . 

To  lay  round  the  stall  of  a  King; 

The  Babe  bom  so  lowly  is  Savior  most  holy: 

To  him  all  our  riches  we  bring. 

— W.  W.  R. 


“Beaming  star  and  angel  chorus”  may  be  sung 
to  the  tune,  “Cwm  Rhondda”;  “The  shepherds 
heard”  to  “St.  Peter.” 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


Following  Centenary  Celebration  At  Lucknow 


India  Methodism 

Set  For  2nd  Century 


All  India  Bishops  Are  Now  Indian 


mm  %' 
mmmbm 


By  Karl  K.  Quimby 


EDITOR'S  NOT^;  Dr.  Quirrby,  secretary  of  missionary  education  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  gives  this  first-hand  account  of  the  Indian  Meth¬ 
odist  Centenary,  written  from  Lucknow.  The  centenary  was  from  October  31 
to  November  3.  Dr.  Quimby  led  one  of  three  tours  to  India  for  the  centenary, 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Among  those  making  the  trip 
were  three  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area  Methodist  leaders,  Dr.  Roy  I.  Bagley, 
Fayetteville  District  Superintendent,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Conference  Woman’s  Society  president,  and  Dr.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Little 
Rock  pastor,  v 


The  over-all  impression  one  gets 
as  a  visitor  to  this  Centenary  Cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
India  is  that  the  Church  in  India  is 
pulsating  with  new  life  and  is  def¬ 
initely  on  the  march. 

Every  report  indicates  encourag¬ 
ing  progress.  The  Church  reports 
71,000  new  members  for  the  last 
four  years,  which  is  about  three 
times  the  number  of  members  gain¬ 
ed  in  any  previous  four-year  period. 
The  fact  that  271  new  churches  have 
been  established  in  the  1952-56 
quadrennium  is“  a  tribute  to  the 
evangelistic  character  of  this  young 
and  growing  church.  These  and 
similar  facts  provide  a  firm  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  beginning  of  a  new 
century  in  Indian  Methodism,  which 
promises  to  out-distance  anything 
hitherto  -  attained.  The  Church  in 
India,  while  conscious  of  its  prob¬ 
lems,  is  also  aware  of  its  power 
and  is  eager  to  go  forward. 

Now  for  the  Centenary  Celebra¬ 
tion  itself. 

There  is  a  delegation  of  Meth¬ 
odists  here  from  all  over  India  and 
Pakistan.  At  every  turn,  one  sees 
doctors,  nurses,  missionaries,  teach¬ 
ers  and  a  goodly  number  of  preach¬ 
ers.  There  are  also  some  200  or 
more  students  from  the  theological 
seminaries. 

At  the  opening-  meeting,  October 
31,  nearly  4,000  persons  crowded  in¬ 
to  the  huge  pandal  or  tent,  especially 
erected  for  the  Centenary  on  the 
campus  of  Lucknow  Christian  Col¬ 
lege. 

Bishop  Clement  D.  Rockey,  of 
Lucknow,  called  the  convention  to¬ 
gether  and  Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt, 
St.  Louis,"  Mo.,  past  president  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  gave  the 
opening  address.  Bishop  Arthur  J. 
Moore,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  brought  greet¬ 
ings  from  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
the  Board  of  Missions,  and  the  Af¬ 
rica  Central  Conference  which  he 
attended  just  prior  to  coming  here. 

Every  service,  morning,  afternoon 
-and  evening,  is  thronged  with  people 
and  the  programs  are  varied  and 
interesting.  An  exhibit  prepared  by 
Dr.  Donald  F.  Ebright,  organizing 
secretary  of  the  Centenary,  tells  in 
graphs,  pictures,  and  posters  the 
thrilling  story  of  a  century  of  prog¬ 
ress  for  Indian  Methodism. 

A  pageant  written  by  Mrs.  Rockey 


tells  in  dramatic  form  the  history 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  India, 
re-creating  the  most  important 
milestones  of  the  last  100  years. 
Since  Indians  love  music  and  de¬ 
light  in  singing  and  acting,  every 
session  is  enhanced  by  the  bhajans, 
the  Christian  hymns  of  India,  sung 
by  quartets  dr  choruses,  and  by 
pageants. 

There  are  official  representatives 
from  the  Methodists  of  the  United 
States,  Southeast  Asia  and  Sweden, 
and  44  American  Methodists  are 
here,  having  come  on  three  tours 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Missions. 
They  have  taken  part  in  many  of 
the  special  events,  seen  the  exhibits, 
and  met  many  of  their  fellow  Meth¬ 
odists  from  India. 

The  Centennial  Celebration  closed 
November  3  with  one  of  the  largest 
communion  services  held  in  India. 
More  than  2,000  persons  partici¬ 
pated.  The  elements  were  served 
by  50  ministers,  and  the  spirit  of 
dedication  which  pervaded  the  serv¬ 
ice  was  a  fitting  conclusion  to  four 
of  the  most  significant  days  in  the 
history  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


— Methodist  Print  by  ,Lacy 


Left  to  Right:  Bishops  John  A.  Subhan,  Gabriel  Sundarem,  Mongol 
Singh,  Shot  K.  Mondol. 

These  four  men,  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  India,  represent 
a  milestone  in  the  growth  of  Indian  Methodism.  They  signify  the  assumption 
of  all  administrative  leadership  in  the  Indian  church  by  Indians.  The 
episcopal  administration  became  entirely  Indian  at  the  Southern  Asia 
Central  Conference  in  November,  when  two  American  bishops  retired  and 
two  nationals  were  elected  to  succeed  them.  The  new  bishops  are  Gabriel 
Sundarem  of  Lucknow  and  Manga I  Singh  of  Bombay.  They  succeeded  re¬ 
spectively  Bishops  Clement  D.  Rockey  and  J.  Waskom  Pickett.  Of  the  two 
other  Indian  bishops,  John  A.  Subhan  of  Hyderabad  was  elected  in  1945  and 
Shot  K.  Mondol  of  Delhi  in  1941.  The  transfer  of  top  leadership  in  the 
Indian  church  from  foreign  to  national  hands  came  almost  exactly  100  years 
after  William  Butler  opened  Methodist  work  in  India.  The  Rev.  Dr.  James 
K.  Mathews,  executive  secretary  for  India  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  was  elected  a  bishop  of  the  Central  Conference  but  declined,  saying 
he  believed  the  episcopal  posts  should  go  to  Indians .. 


"Seals"  Aid  TB  Fight 
In  India 

For  the  past  sixteen  years,  the 
sale  of  Indian  “Christmas  Seals”  has 
helped  carry  on  the  anti-tuberculo¬ 
sis  campaign  carried  on  in  India  by 
Drs.  Sherwood  and  Marian  Hall, 
Methodist  medical  missionaries, 
from  the  Madar  Union  Sanitorium, 
in  the  ancient  city  of  Ajmer.  In  that 
city,  the  sanitorium,  the  first  such 
institution  in  all  India,  serves  not 
only  the  people  of  North  India  but 
additional  thousands  from  West 
Pakistan.  The  sanitorium '  and  its 
services  are  a  joint  enterprise  of  the 


Board’s  Division  of  World  Missions 
and  of  its  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service. 

A  quantity  of  the  1956-57  “Christ¬ 
mas  Seals” — bearing  a  five-colored 
art-panel  of  “The  Star  of  Hope” — 
have  been  received  in  New  York, 
and  may  be  had  by  interested  Meth¬ 
odists.  The  price  is  $1  per  sheet  of 
35  stamps,  and  all  the  proceeds  go 
to  the  work  of  tuberculosis.  In  or¬ 
dering  (while  they  last)  send  money 
to  Dr.  James  K.  Mathews,  150  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 


This  milling  crowd  is  typical  of  the  throngs  of  persons  from  throughout 
India  who  gathered  at  the  great  pendal  (tent),  the  meeting  place  of  the 
India  Methodist  Centenary  celebration.  About  4,000  persons  attended  the 
4-day  gathering  October  31  -November  3,  including  government  officials, 
church  leaders  from  India  and  abroad  and  laymen  and  lay  women. 


— India  Methodist  Centenary  Photo 


Religious  Emphasis 
Urged  For  Season 

The  movement  to  maintain  and 
increase  the  religious  significance 
of  Christmas  is  being  given  impetus 
by  the  Gibson  Art  Company  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati  through  an  advertisement 
that  the  greeting  card  manufacturer 
placed  this  month  in  McCall’s  Mag¬ 
azine. 

The  Christmas  ad  features  a  full- 
page  four-color  reproduction  of  an 
actual  stained  glass  window  which 
depicts  the  Nativity  scene.  The  ad 
is  simply  captioned  “Keep  Christ  In 
Your  Christmas.”  Next  to  the  Na¬ 
tivity  window  re-creation  is  a 
quarter-page  box  in  which  the  Gib¬ 
son  Company  asks  the  public  to 
actively  participate  in  the  move¬ 
ment  to  maintain  the  religious  sig¬ 
nificance  of  Christmas  by  display¬ 
ing  transparencies  of  the  Nativity 
scene  in  the  windows  of  their 
homes  as  a  Christmas  decoration. 

To  date,  thousands  of  readers 
have  written  for  the  transparency, 
which  is  available  for  twenty-five 
cents  from  the  Gibson  Art  Com¬ 
pany,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  transparency,  when  placed  in 
the  window,  permits  light  from  the 
room  to  shine  through. 
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This  hospital,  built  and  maintained  by  the  Methodists  of 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana  opens'  the  door  of  hope  to  distraught 
young  women  in  the  most  needy  moment  of  their  lives.  Jesus  set 
the  example  long,  long  ago  when  He  said  to  the  woman,  “Neither 
do  I  condemn  thee.  Go  and  sin  no  more.” 

The  Church  could  never  be  true 
to  her  own  mission  nor  to  her 
Lord  if  she  did  not  have  the  vision 
and  the  heart  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  unwed  mothers  when  al¬ 
most  every  other  door  is  closed 
against  them.  Surely  there  is  no 
more  compelling  appeal  to  the 
heart  than  the  pitiable  plight  of 
these  girls  overtaken  by  the  most 
grievous  experience  of  their  lives. 

During  this  Christmas  season,  I 
call  on  the  Methodists  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  open  their  hearts  with 
redemptive  love  to  these  girls  of 
ours,  and  then  open  their  purses 
generously  to  make  them  know 
that  somebody  cares  for  them.  Let 
this  Christmas  offering  be  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  our  Christian  concern 
and  our  basic  belief  that  one  who 
has  lost  the  way  can  find  the  path 
BISHOP  MARVIN  A.  of  redemption  again.  . 

FRANKLIN  Bishop  Marvin  A.  Franklin 


The  Christmas  season  is  an  appropriate 
time  to  present  to  our  Methodists  in  Louisiana 
the  cause  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans.  I  am  confident  the  response  to 
this  sacred  appeal  will  be  generous.  Our  lead¬ 
ers  are  seeking  to  keep  the  Home  Hospital  up 
to  the  standards  recognized  as  essential  for 
hospitals  today.  Our  gifts  in  this  season  of 
goodwill  to  and  among  men  will  make  possible 
the  continuation  of  the  “Good  Samaritan”  serv¬ 
ice  rendered  by  our  Church  through  this  in¬ 
stitution. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin 


The  institution  that  is  now  known  as  the 
came  a  Methodist  institution  nearly  50  years  ago. 
care  to  approximately  3500  girls. 

This  institution  is  a  maternity  home  for  unwl 
one  year,  and  a  child-placement  agency.  It  has  a  c 
tion  of  the  girl  and  complete  care  of  her  baby.  W 
tion. 

A  girl  comes  to  us  despondent,  doubting,  unce 
because  of  the  lack  of  understanding  of  the  people 
for  the  better.  She  responds  to  counsel  and  messaa 
Heavenly  Father’s  forgiveness.  All  bitterness  tow 
to  find  a  fine  Christian,  Protestant  home  for  its  fl 
leaves  the  baby  and  the  Home  Hospital  to  take  he 
another  evidence  of  the  power  of  God  to  redeem  lij 

We  praise  God  for  an  institution  that  makes  tfl 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


LOUISIANA  METHODI 
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From  Bishop  Marlin 


THE  BUILDING  FUND 

We  now  have  a  beautiful,  strong,  and  adequate  building  for  our  work.  It 
has  a  capacity  of  40  girls  and  30  babies.  This  building  has  been  completely 
air-conditioned  and  the  building  debt  paid  in  full.  In  order  to  accomplish 
this  the  Board  of  Directors  authorized  us  to  transfer  necessary  funds  from 
the  operating  fund  to  the  building  fund.  We  are  asking  that  every  church  that 
has  not  paid  its  building  fund  apportionment  in  full  will  do  so  that  we  may 
fully  repay  the  operating  fund.  We  have  confidence  that  we  can  count  on 
your  continued  loyalty  and  cooperation  in  this  matter. 


From  Bishop  Franklin 


GIVE 

THAT 

THEY 

MIGHT 

HAVE 

LIFE 


FROM  THE  CHAIRM / 
BOARD  OF  DIRK 

We  Methodists  can  well  be  proud  of  tha 
been  done  by  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
not  shouted  our  praises  from  the  house  tops; 
in  our  Master’s  Name,  we  have  'sought  to  b| 
the  storm-tossed  lives  of  those  who  have  sq 

Under  the  sympathetic  guidance  of  thos 
come  to  find  new  peace  and  a  fresh  purpos^ 
go  out  and  take  their  places  in  society. 

With  the  constant  bettering  of  our  el 
interest  shown  throughout  the  supporting 
great  joy  in  the  rehabilitation  processes  thatj 
-day  by  day,  at  815  Washington  Avenue. 

Too  much  cannot  be  savi  of  the  splenl 
by  Dr.  Haught'on  and  his  able  corps  of  assif 
proud  and  happy  to  be  a  part  of  this  wondej 


GIVE  GENEROUSLY  TO 


PLEASE  P°\ 
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SERVES  ITS  ANNUAL 


s 


OSPITAL  SUNDAY 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  23 


■H 


addition 

AE  HOSPITAL 

ispital  was  organized  in  1886,  70  years  ago.  It  be- 
that  during  its  long  history  it  has  given  shelter  and 

d  first  offense,  a  child-caring  agency  for  babies  up  to 
[girls  and  30  babies.  Its  purpose  is  the  total  rehabilita¬ 
te  fields  of  health,  evangelism,  education,  and  adop- 

laid.  Her  parents  share  her  feelings.  She  is  resentful 
In  a  few  days  her  spirit  experiences  a  notable  change 
She  kneels  at  our  beautiful  altar  and  knows  the 
3  gone.  Her  baby  arrives  and  she  gives  it  to  the  Church 
r.  After  a  month  she  is  completely  recovered  and 
in  the  church,  community,  family,  and  society,  as 

lethodist  people  can  support  it  with  confidence. 


From  The  Superintendent 

To  Our  Friends  at  Christmas  Time: 

Let  me  thank  you  for  your  contributions 
which  have  been  made  during  the  year  to 
maintenance  and  building  funds. 

The  time  before  Christmas  is  the  period 
when  our  friends  remember  us  in  a  special 
way.  The  appropriation  by  the  local  churches 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  is  an  amount  equal  to  4  per  cent  ot 
the  pastor’s  salary,  and  the  amount  appor¬ 
tioned  for  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  for 
building  fund  has  been  determined  by  each 
district.  The  Louisiana  Conference  has  set 
aside  Sunday,  December  23,  as  the  time  to 
receive  a  special  offering  for  the  Home  Hos¬ 
pital  maintenance  fund.  May  I  suggest  that 
you  begin  your  offering  on  December  16  and 
finish  it  December  23.  Many  of  your  people 
will  be  out  of  town  by  Christmas  Sunday. 

A  number  of  the  churches,  classes  and. 

Woman’s  Societies  are  planning  showers  in  , 

addition  to  the  special  offering.  If  you  are  planning  such  a  shower  the 
ing  articles  are  needed:  infant  baby  shirts  (without  strings) ,  diaper  shirt 
for  small  babies,  diapers,  maternity  clothes  (all  sizes).  - 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  their 
continued  courtesies  during  this  year.  I  appreciate  the  privilege  of  preachi  g 
in  many  of  your  fine  churches.  Please  continue  to  call  on  me. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  your  Home  Hospital  is  m  full,  successful  opera- 

All  who  see  the  building  and  meet  the  staff  are  delighted.  Come  to  see 

you  have  ever 


REV.  L.  D.  HAUGHTON 


us  soon. 

Best  wishes  to  you  and  yours  for  the  best  Christmas 
known. 


Sincerely, 

L.  D.  Haughton, 
Superintendent 


twork  that  has 
peans.  We  have 
,  unobtrusively, 
pd  comfort  into 
i  with  us. 

these  girls  have 
they  leave  and 

|d  the  splendid 
we  can  take 
[ting  themselves 

[being  rendered 
tally  I  am  very 
|tion. 

N.  H.  Melbert 


,  A 

TRULY 

GREAT 

MINISTRY 

OF 

THE 

CHURCH 


DR.  N.  H.  MELBERT 


THODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL 

Ialetin  board. 


The  Girl's  Rehabilitation  Fund 


Patients  who  are  leaving  our  Home  Hospital  are  given 
final  counselling  by  members  of  our  fine  staff.  Together  they 
make  plans  for  the  baby  and  for  the  immediate  future  of  the 
girl-.  In  these  talks  many  times  it  is  indicated  that  the  girl 
needs  a  few  dollars  at  least  until  she  gets  a  salary  check.  Up 
until  a  few  months  ago  there  was  no  provision  made  in  our 
budget  to  provide  such  funds.  Here  our  plan  broke  down.  To 
send  her  out  with  no  funds  might  subject  her  to  temptation 
again.  To  meet  this  need  our  Board  has  set  aside  a  fund  each 
year.  It  is  carefully  administered.  If  possible  we  ask  that  it 
be  a  loan.  It  is  proving  to  be  a  great  help  in  completing  our 
services  to  our  girls. 
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Methodist  Editor 
Reports  On  Tour 
Of  Russia 

Nashville,  T'enn.  (M.I.) — The  Rus¬ 
sian  Bear  has  a  two-sided  person¬ 
ality  and  we  should  be  glad! 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  Manning  Potts,  Nashville, 
who  visited  the  Soviet  Union  No¬ 
vember  8-18.  He  is  editor  of  the 
Upper  Room,  international  devo¬ 
tional  guide  published  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Dr.  Potts  realizes  that  Commu¬ 
nism  is  atheistic.  Yet,  he  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  are  two  Russias, 
the  atheistic  and  the  deeply  relig¬ 
ious. 

The  Methodist  leader  also  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  are  millions  in 
the  Soviet  Union  who  sincerely  de¬ 
sire  peace,  though  apparently  there 
are  those  who  do  not. 

In  addition  to  Russia,  Dr.  Potts 
and  Dr.  Harry  Denman,  Nashville, 
toured  Scandinavia  and  some  of 
the  Far  East  on  a  seven-week  trip, 
from  which  they  have  just  returned. 
Dr.  Denman  is  general  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Evangelism. 

“There  seemed  to  be  a  greater 
concern  about  peace  in  Russia  than 
in  any  of  the  other  countries  we 
visited,”  said  Dr.  Potts. 

“  ‘Work  for  peace!’  we  were  told 
time  after  time  in  Moscow,  Lenin¬ 
grad,  and  Kiev,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Potts  and  Dr.  Denman  went 
to  Russia  to  return  a  visit  of  five 
Russian  Baptist  church  leaders  who 
had  been  to  Nashville. 

The  two  were  in  several  Russian 
churches,  and  they  had  many  op¬ 
portunities  trf'  talk  with  persons 
who  were  not  church  members. 
Without  restraint,  they  walked  the 
city  streets  and  talked  to  the  man 
on  the  street.”  The  desire  for  peace 
seemed  equally  strong  in  these  ran¬ 
dom  conversations,  said  Dr.  Potts. 

The  editor  said  he  was  surprised 
to  learn  that  the  Upper  Room  is 
being  read  to  some  extent  inside 
Russia.  The  publication  has  a  Rus¬ 
sian  edition,  but  its  circulation  has 
been  chiefly  among  Russian  refu¬ 
gees  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

Dr.  Potts  said  that  he  expects  a 
Danish  edition  of  the  Upper  Room 
to  be  produced  in  the  near  future, 
as  a  result  of  plans  made  while  he 
was  in  Denmark.  This  will  bring 
the  number  of  languages  in  which 
the  Upper  Room  is  published  to 
30  and  the  number  of  editions  to 
35. 

Dr.  Potts  and  Dr.  Denman  con¬ 
ducted  evangelism  institutes  in 
Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  and 
Finland.  Dr.  Potts  visited  army  and 
air  force  centers  in  Korea  and  Ja¬ 
pan  and  met  with  persons  respon¬ 
sible  for  producing  the  Upper  Room 
in  several  countries.  Dr.  Denman 
conducted  an  evangelistic  meeting 
at  Ewha  College  in  Korea. 

Dr.  Potts  observed"  that  Metho¬ 
dism  is  healthy  and  growing  in 
those  countries  where  it  has  church¬ 
es.  There  are  no  Methodist  church¬ 
es  in  Russia,  and  Methodism  works 
as  a  part  of  a  united  church  in 
Japan. 


W.  F.  COOLEY 
SUB-DISTRICT  MEETS 

The  W.  F.  Cooley  Sub-District  met 
Monday  night,  December  3,  at  Pis- 
gah.  The  meeting  was  called  to 
order  at  7:30  P.M. 

The  program  was  Christmas  Mu¬ 
sic.  Pottsville  was  in  charge  of  the 
program.  Refreshments,  which  were 
enjoyed  by  all,  were  served  by  the 
Pisgah  MYF  group. 
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Youth  Practices 
What  He  Preaches 


Church  Youth  Called  to  Prayer , 
Action  For  People  of  Hungary 


A  high  school  student  at  Bien¬ 
ville,  La.,  who  was  speaker  at  the 
Nov.  18  meeting-of  the  Methodist 
youth  group  climaxed  the  evening 
service  by  joining  the  church. 

The  Rev.  K.  K.  Carithers,  pastor 
of  the  Bienville-Castor  Charge,  said 
the  youth  finished  his  message  on 
“The  Courage  To  Do  What  You 
Know  You  Ought  To  Do,”  and  then 
asked  the  minister  to  come  forward 
to  receive  him  into  the  church. 

The  boy,  who  comes  from  anoth¬ 
er  denominational  background,  took 
the  step  without  first  telling  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Carithers. 

“It  was  a  high  point  in  my  min¬ 
istry  when  I  extended  the  boy  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  and  took 
him  into  the  church,”  the  pastor 
said,  “and  it  had  a  tremendous  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  youth  group.” 

The  minister  explained  that  the 
four  churches  on  his  charge  bring 
the  youth  together  at  one  of  the 
churches  each  Sunday  night  at  6 
p.m.  for  an  hour  and  a  half  of 
games.  At  7:30  the  youth  have  a 
worship  service.  At  first  the  min¬ 
ister  taught  courses  on  the  subjects, 
The  Beginning  of  Religion,  The  De¬ 
velopment  of  the  Christian  Church, 
What  Christianity  Means,  How  Sal¬ 
vation  Is  Found,  and  the  Meaning 
and  Responsibility  of  Church  Mem¬ 
bership.  Mrs.  Carithers  would  then 
direct  the  recreation. 

“Now,  however,”  the  minister  ex¬ 
plained,  “the  young  people  have 
developed  in  Christian  growth  un¬ 
til  they  largely  take  care  of  their 
own  program,  including  directing 
the  recreation,  conducting  worship 
services,  and  leading  in  prayer.” 

The  Nov.  18  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Bienville  Methodist  Church. 


AUSTIN  SUB-DISTRICT 
MEETS  AT  CONCORD 

The  Austin  Sub-district  MYF 
met  at  Concord  Methodist  Church, 
Wednesday  night,  Nov.  21. 

The  subject  of  the  program  was 
“Thanksgiving.”  A  panel,  composed 
of  several  members,  discussed  “Why 
we  should  celebrate  Thanksgiving.” 

The  Austin  group  has  undertaken 
a  new  project  which  is  the  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  a  $75  scholarship  for  some 
student  in  Couchabamba,  Bolovia. 

After  the  program,  the  recrea¬ 
tion  leaders  lead  the  group  of  some 
75  MYF  members  in  games.  Sand¬ 
wiches  and  cakes  were  served  as 
refreshments. — Mary  Lou  Garnett, 
reporter. 


New  York  <NC) — Church  youth  across  the  land  are  being  called  to 
prayer  and  action  regarding  the  plight  of  the  people  of  Hungary,  it  was 
revealed  here  today  by  leaders  of  the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement, 
youth  organization  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

“The  events  of  the  past,  including  the  intervention  of  the  Russian  army, 
highlight  all  the  more  our  need  to  support  the  Hungarian  people  in  their 
tragic  hour  of  need  and  their  heroic  struggle  for  independence  from  foreign 
oppression,”  said  Charles  Boyles  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  chairman  of  the 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO 
FOR  YOUR  TOWN? 

Up  in  our  town  recently  there 
was  held  a  series  of  panel  discus¬ 
sions  by  youth  and  adults  on 
themes  of  general  interest  to  both, 
concerning  the  so-called  “Youth 
problem.”  One  that  came  to  grips 
with  important  matters  was  en¬ 
titled,  “What  Can  The  Teen-Ager 
Do  For  Jackson”  and  included  a 
half  dozen  guys  and  gals  from  the 
local  high  school.  They  said  they 
could  do  plenty  if  they  were  given 
the  chance.  “We  don’t  want  things 
handed  to  us  on  a  silver  platter. 
We  want  to  work  for  what  we  get,” 
the  youth  declared.  I  know  a  lot 
of  parents  who  would  like  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  and  see  it  begin  at  home! 
Before  you  penalize  me  for  a  low 
blow  and  take  the  round  away 
from  me,  stop  and  think  a  moment 
if  youth  in  their  homes  are  giving 
the  impression  they  want  nothing 
for  nothing,  or  do  they  want  some¬ 
thing  for  nothing?  There  are  plenty 
of  teen-aged  free-loaders  around, 
to  be  sure.  And  there  are  a  good 
many  adults  of  the  same  stripe.  But 
listen  to  these  youth  again. 

School  Pride 

They  said  they  take  great  pride 
in  their  school  mainly  because  they 
have  a  say  in  its  operation.  And 
they  do  through  their-  student  gov¬ 
ernment.  They  felt  that  they  would 
h#ve  a  similar  pride  in  civic  affairs 
if  they  were  given  an  opportunity 
to  work  with  city  officials  in  com¬ 
munity  plans  and  activities.  Parti¬ 
cularly  they  were  interested  in 
helping  get  under  way  a  youth 
center  and  a  juvenile  driving  jury. 
They  said  if  they  could  get  help 
from  the  city  in  obtaining  proper 
housing  for  the  center,  they  would 
then  do  their  own  work  in  setting 
up  facilities.  “We’re  not  afraid  of 
work,”  they  stated  emphatically  on 
repeated  occasions  in  the  discus¬ 
sion. 

A  Bit  Skeptical 


Movement  which  represents  some 
10  million  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
youth  people  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Boyles  said  that  in  keeping 
with  “Call  To  Prayer”  issued  by  Dr. 
Eugene  Carson  Blake,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
over  500  key  youth  leaders  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  were  contacted 
and  urged  to  arrange  for  prayer  for 
the  youth  of  Hungary '  and  other 
lands  in  turmoil.  They  were  also 
encouraged  to  assist  Church  relief 
agencies  in  collecting  emergency 
material  aid  for  the  victims  of  the 
fighting  in  both  Hungary  and  the 
Middle  East. 

Hungarian  Youth  Appeal  For 
Support 

“in  the  brief  hours  when  Hungary 
was  free,”  Mr.  Boyles  indicated,, 
“we  received  urgent  and  dramatic 
appeals  for  support  and  assistance- 
from  Christian  youth  leaders  there. 
This  came  in  the  form  of  an  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  organization  of 
the  “Christian  Youth  League  of 
Hungary”  and  an  appeal  for  “As¬ 
sistance  morally  and  materially”' 
over  the  Budapest  radio  and  by 
telephone  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  headquarters  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

The  World  Council  reported  that 
Reformed,  Lutheran,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic,  and  all  Christian  youth  move¬ 
ments  were  participating  in  the 
Christian  Youth  Federation  in  Hun¬ 
gary  and  were  appealing  to  “the 
Christians  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
United  States,  England,  and  France 
to  awaken  the  conscience  of  the 
public  and  .  of  the  governments”  to 
accept  the  neutrality  of  Hungary, 

World  Council  Message 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
sent  the  message  simultaneously  to 
the  Moscow  Patriarchate  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church,  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Council  of  Churches,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council^  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA,  and  the  French: 
Protestant  Federation.  “May  God,, 
our  Heavenly  Father  who  is  the 
God  of  history  bless  the  efforts  of 
our  nation  to  build  up  an  inde¬ 
pendent  free  and  neutral  Hungary,”’ 
the  message  said. 

■■ . . J= 


JAMES  CHAPEL  MYF 
HOSTS  COLLEGE  GROUP 

The  MYF  of  the  James  Chapel 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
District,  was  host  for  the  MYF  stu¬ 
dents  from  Southeastern  Louisiana 
College  and  the  Livingston  MYF 
group,  Wednesday  night,  Nov.  14, 
at  7  p.m. 

The  students  from  Southeastern 
presented  the  worship  service  for 
the  evening,  and  the  service  was 
attended  by  approximately  75 
youth  and  adults. 

Immediately  following  the  wor¬ 
ship  service,  refreshments  were 
served. 

The  Rev.  John  C.  Bonds  is  the 
pastor.  Sally  Hano,  reporter. 


Well,  I  wish  I  could  believe  that! 
As  one  who  has  been  an  instigator 
and  worker  in  getting  two  teen- 
towns  started  for  the  immediate 
|  previous  youth  generation,  I  am  a 
bit  skeptical  about  this  protested 
industry  of  youth  in  general.  Sure, 
there  are  those  few  who  will  pitch 
in  and  really  work.  But  we  found 
that  the  goose  that  wrote  the  fable 
about  Little  Red  Hen  wasn’t  far 
from  the  truth.  Few  are  arouhd  at 
planting,  cultivating,  and  harvest¬ 
ing  time.  But  all  are  present  and 
accounted  fdr  when  the  finished 
product  is  ready  to  eat — or  to  occu¬ 
py,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Faithful  MYF  Group 

Granted  that’s  a  previous  genera¬ 
tion  and  1000  miles  from  here.  But 
I  haven’t  seen  anything  around 


these  parts  that  would  get  me  to 
change  my  idea.  I  wish  I  could 
be  proved  wrong.  I  hope  in  your 
town  you  have  the  proof  that  would 
knock  my  skepticism  into  the  colo¬ 
nial  cocked  hat.  There  are  towns: 
that  do  have,  I  am  certain.  But  it 
hasn’t  happened  here  yet,  to  my 
knowledge.  We  have  a  faithful 
group  of  MYFers  in  our  congrega¬ 
tion  who  are  really  on  the  ball. 
But  they  have  to  carry  along  a  lot 
of  teen-agers  who  haven’t  learned 
pride  in  participation,  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  work,  and  a  mature  ap¬ 
proach  to  what  they  as  a  group 
can  do  for  the  town.  Too  many  of 
them  are  too  busy  griping  about 
what  the  town  isn’t  doing  for  them! 
Am  I  mistaken?  I  hope  so. 
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WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 


WOMAN'S  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  • 

ARKANSAS  -  LOUIIIAHA  ARKA 


Annual  Fall  Executive 
Committee  Meeting 
j  Ngrth  Arkansas 
I  Conference 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
forth  Arkansas  Conference  Wom- 
m’s  Society  of  Christian  .  Service 
net  November  8,  1956  in  the  First 
flethodist  Church  in  Fort  Smith  for 
he  Annual  Fall  meeting.  The  pro- 
rram  committee  for  the  Annual 
fleeting,  the  Summer  School  com- 
nittee  and  the  Finance  committee 
net  in  the  afternoon.  The  Executive 
neeting  opened  at  6  o’clock  with  a 
lountiful  and  delicious  dinner  serv- 
:d  by  the  ladies  of  the  church,  as- 
isted  by  a  group  of  men.  Dr.  Ethan 
)odgen,  superintendent  of  the  Fort 
Imith  Distict,  gave  the  invocation, 
flrs.  K.  W.  Keltner,  local  president, 
velcomed  the  guests  and  Mrs. 
essie  Gilstrap,  Conference  presi- 
lent,  responded. 

Following  the  dinner,  the  group 
noved  to  the  youth  lounge  for  the 
msiness  sessions.  Dr.  Fred  G.  Roe- 
iuck,  host  pastor,  led  the  opening 
evotions  using  “Discipleship”  as 
is  theme.  He  pointed  out  that  dis-  . 
iples  must  be  teachable  and  obedi- 
lent,  bear  fruit,  and  be  loving,  one 
oward  another. 

Mrs.  Gilstrap  presided  over  the 
neeting  and  introduced  the  follow- 
ng  new  members  of  the  Executive 
lommittee:  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright, 
ecretary  of  Spiritual  Life  Cultiva- 
ion;  Mrs.  J.  K.  Fraser,  secretary  of 
itatus  of  Women;  Mrs.  L.  W.  Blake- 
y,  secretary  of  Missionary  Person¬ 
al;  Mrs.  Louis  Zarub,  president  of 
iatesville  District;  Mi's.  C.  A. 
lughes,  president  of  Conway  Dis- 
rict;  Mrs.  Leo  Schneider,  vice  pre¬ 
sent,  of  Fayetteville  District;  and 
trs.  John  Sikes,  president  of  For¬ 
est  City  District.  Roll  call  found 
Irs.  J.  H.  Vogel,  secretary  df  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Mrs.  Don 
tichardson,  secretary  of  Supply 
fork,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Nickles,  president 
f  Paragould  District,  and  Miss 
lary  Chaffin,  deaconess,  absent, 
Iso  Mrs.  W.  F.  Cooley. 

Reports  of  committees  meeting  in 
ie  afternoon,  were  given  as  fol- 
>ws:  Program  for  Annual  Meeting, 
ead  by  the  secretary,  Mrs.  Bessie 
ndrew;  Finance  Committee  chair- 
'an,  Mrs.  William  Hall.  Mrs.  Elmus 
rown,  chairman  of  the  Summer 
chool  committee,  announced  ten- 
hive  dates,  for  the  school  as  July 
-12,  preceded  by  the  Guild  Week- 
tad  on  the  6  and  7.  Theme  and 
orkshops  will  be  released  by 
ie  Division.  Courses  offered  will  be, 
lr  Home  missions,  “Christ,  the 
taurch,  and  Race”;  Foreign  rr.is- 
ons,  “Japan”;  CSR,  “Seek  Togeth- 
r”;  and  Bible  study,  “Mark”. 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fulbright,  chairman 
f  the  By-Laws  committee,  distri- 
ated  copies  of  the  Standing  Rules, 
°inting  out  changes  and  additions. 
Officers  reporting  included  the 
Wording  secretary,  the  president, 
•cretaries  of  Missionary  Education, 
taristian  Social  Relations,  and  Pro¬ 
motion.  The  latter  announced  that 
bss  Edith  Martin  will  be  itinerat- 
^  in  January  among  the  smaller 
lurches  in  area  meetings,  and  the 
°Pe  that  Dr.  Pearle  McCain  will 
e  available  for  itineration  in  Dis- 


Fort  Smith  District 
Executive  Committee 

An  Executive  Meeting  of  Fort 
Smith  District  Officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Research  Committee, 
met  at  the  Ozark  Methodist  Church 
dining  room,  November  19,  at  12:30 
where  a  delicious  luncheon  was 
served  by  Mrs.  Duane  Brothers  of 
Ozark,  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Randolph,  of 
Altus. 

Mrs.  Ethan  Dodgen,  wife  of  the 
district  superintendent,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  McDonald,  wife  of  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  host  church,  were  guests. 

A  business  meeting  followed, 
presided  over  by  Mrs..  Sam  Roberts, 
President.  The  devotional  was  given 
by  Mrs.  M.  I.  Barger. 

Reports  from  various  officers 
given. 

Mrs.  Charles  Bryant  of  Clarks¬ 
ville,  invited  the  group  to  meet  in 
her  home  in  February  for  the  next 
meeting.  Date  is  to  be  announced 
later. 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  with 
prayer. — Mrs.  M.  I.  Barger,  Secre¬ 
tary 


trict  meetings  in  the  Spring.  She 
also  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Kay 
McSpadden  ^ho  is  using  the  Dora 
Hoover  Scholarship  this  year,  ex¬ 
pressing  her  appreciation  for  this 
privilege.  Other"  officers  reporting 
were  the  secretaries  of  Missionary 
Service,  Spiritual  Life  Cultivation, 
Literature  and  Publications,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work,  and  Youth  Work. 

The  session  closed  with  prayer 
by  the  president,  Mrs.  Gilstrap. 

The  Friday  morning  session  was 
called  to  order  by  the  president  at 
8:40.  Mrs.  Fulbright  led  the  devo¬ 
tions  comparing  the  various  avenu¬ 
es  of  life  to  the  rooms  of  an  old 
house,  and  the  changes  possible  in 
each. 

Officers’  reports-  were  continued 
by  the  secretaries  of  student  work, 
Missionary  Personnel,  Status  of 
Women,  and  the  following  Districts: 
Batesville,  Conway,  Fayetteville, 
Forrest  City,  Fort  Smith,  Jones¬ 
boro  and  Searcy.  Miss  Mary  Chaf¬ 
fin  was  reported  in  the  Methodist 
Hospital  at  Memphis  for  a  check¬ 
up  but  expected  to  return  to  her 
work  this  week-end.  Miss  Iris  Bell 
reported  that  she  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  deaconess  and  will  be 
commissioned  in  January.  Miss 
Mildred  Osment  gave  her  report  as 
vice  president. 

A  committee  to  study  the  Annual 
Reports  of  other  conferences  and 
make  recommendations  for  the  im- 
provemenUof  our  own  is  composed 
of  Conference  officers  from  Fayet¬ 
teville  and  Fort  Smith  Districts, 
apd  Mrs.  Upton.  Mrs.  Jeff  Brown 
told  of  attending  an  Alcohol  and 
Narcotic  Education  meeting  and 
United  Church  Women  of  Arkansas 
meeting  in  Little  Rock  at  the  same 
time. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Gilstrap, 
President 

Mrs.  Bessie  Andrew, 
Recording  Secretary  " 


New  Societies  Active  In  Louisiana 


Memorial,  Bastrop, 
Monroe  District 

The  organizational  meeting  of  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice  of  Memorial  Church,  Bastrop, 
was  held  Noember  10,  1956.  Mrs. 
James  T.  Harris,  wife  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Green  Zone,  Leader  and  President 
of  First  Church  Woman’s  Society, 
and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Harper,  District  se¬ 
cretary  of  promotion,  were  in 
charge  of  the  meeting. 

Mrs.  Harris  opened  the  meeting 
with  prayer,  and  Mrs.  Harper  gave 
the  qualifications  for  membership 
in  a  Woman’s  Society,  and  gave  the 
duties  of  the  officers. 

The  following  officers  were  elect¬ 
ed:  President,  Mrs.  Mable  Eppinette; 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  Dean  Hiatt; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  Houston; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Essie  Lovell;  Pro¬ 
motion,  Mrs.  Ella  Wales;  Missionary 
Education,  Mrs.  Carol  Forman; 
Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs.  Hel¬ 
en  Trimble;  Spiritual  Life;  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Berry;  Student  Work,  Mrs.  Dor¬ 
othy  Norman;  Youth,  Mrs.  Helen 
Naff;  Children’s  Work,  Mrs.  Virginia 
Ferguson;  Literature  and  Publica¬ 
tions,  Mrs.  Pat  Ramsauer;  Supplies, 
Mrs.  John  Eubanks;  and  Status  of 
Women,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Knight. 

The  society  will  meet  on  the  first 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Woman’s  Society  of  the  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Effie,  La.,  met  at 
the  church  on  Sunday  night,  Dec¬ 
ember  2,  for  a  business  meeting. 
Mrs.  Evie  Guillory,  president,  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  meeting  with  eight 
members  and  one  visitor  attending. 

Plans  were  made  to  observe  Stu¬ 
dent  Recognition  Day  with  a  Fel¬ 
lowship  Tea  December  20.  The  So¬ 
ciety  will  spread  some  Christmas 
Cheer  for  twenty  of  the  older  peo¬ 
ple  and  shut-ins  of  the  community, 
and  plan  to  give  a  velveteen  cover 
for  the  altar. 


The  United  Church  Women  of 
Wynne  observed  the  UNICEF  Trick 
or  Treat  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Murray,  Jr.,  with  $121. 
34  being  collected.  The  children  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Methodist  Church  for 
refreshments  and  games.  This  was 
the  first  year  for  this  method  of 
observing  Hallowe’en. 


The  West  Lake,  Lake  Charles 
District,  Society  observed  its  an¬ 
nual  Banquet  at  the  church  Dec¬ 
ember  5,  with  Mrs.  J.  W.  Guillory, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Adams  and  Mrs.  Robert 
M.  Blomquist  in  charge  of  the  ar¬ 
rangements.  Mrs.  John  A.  Carver 
is  president  of  the  society.  ' 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

U.  S.  church  women  are  urged 
to  take  all  possible  action  in  ar¬ 
ranging  for  homes  and  jobs  re¬ 
quired  to  allow  upwards  of  1,000 
refugees  to  enter  the  U.  S.  before 
the  expiration  next  Dec.  31,  of  the 
Refugee  Relief  Act.  United  Church 
Women  (an  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches)  has  called 
upon  its  state  and  local  councils 


Castle  Manor,  New 
Orleans  District 

The  newly  organized  Woman’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  of 
Christian  Manor  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District,  sponsored  a  success¬ 
ful  Bazaar  December  1,  and  report¬ 
ed  a  profit  of  $111.00  for  the  Build¬ 
ing  Fund. 

This  group  of  ladies  is  filled  with 
enthusiasm  and  is  off  to  a  good 
start  in  promoting  the  program  of 
the  church.  They  were  organized 
October  16,  1956. 

Mrs.  John  Hingie  reports  that  in 
addition  to  the  Bazaar  they  were 
hostess  to  a  large  crowd  for  a  Fel¬ 
lowship  supper.  Mrs.  Hingie  was 
assisted  by  the  following:  Mrs.  S.  P. 
Emanuel,  Mrs.  P.  B.  Boothby,  Mrs. 
Marion  Rakestraw,  Mrs.  L.  N. 
Huntsinger,  Mrs.  William  Pettit, 
Mrs.  Susan  Mitchell,  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Gene  James,  Mrs. 
Helen  Goodman,  Mrs.  Barbara 
Sohl,  Mrs.  Lucille  Sargent,  and 
Mrs.  Forrest  Minix. 


and  third  Monday  nights  of  each 
month.  There  were  eleven  women 
present  for  the  meeting,  which  was 
adjourned  with  prayer. 


to  provide  immediate  assistance  for 
the  group,  all  of  whom  have  all 
other  clearance  required  and  need 
only  guarantees  for  housing  and 
economic  security  before  entry  is 
permitted.  Church  World  Service, 
cooperative  church  refugee  aid 
agency,  says  aid  required  is  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  that  already  pledged  by 
Protestant  denominations. 


A  descendant  of  one  the  royal 
families  of  Samoa  has  completed 
study  as  a  Methodist  Crusade 
Scholar  and  is  continuing  study  on 
a  scholarship  from  the  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference.  Miss  Penelope  John  Alai- 
lima,  of  Salamumu,  western  Samoa, 
student  for  a  year  at  Ohio  Wesley¬ 
an  University,  ;s  now  at  MacMur- 
ray  College,  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
for  another  year  of  study  before 
returning  to  her  work  /of  teaching 
in  her  homeland. 


“LOOKING  FOR  A 
CHRISTMAS  GIFT 
SUGGESTION?” 

How  about  sending  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  THE  METHODIST 
WOMAN  and  WORLD  OUT¬ 
LOOK? 

For  only  $2.30  a  friendly  re¬ 
minder  will  go  into  her  home 
twelve  times  a  year. 

See  your  local  secretary  of 
Literature  and  Publications  or 
send  the  subscription  to  Litera¬ 
ture  Headquarters,  820  Reading 
Road,  Cincinnati  3,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilford,  North 
Arkansas  Conference  se¬ 
cretary  of  Literature  and 
Publications 
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mHE  JUNIOR  and  Intermediate  departments  of 
1  the  Henning  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Sulphur,  distributed  Thanksgiving  boxes  to 
families  in  ther  community.  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 

FAMILY  NIGHT  was  observed  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  Wednesday, 
Dec.  12,  with  the  Youth  Division  in  charge.  A 
special  Christmas  program  was  presented.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Whitaker  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  HENRY  BOWDON,  JR.,  pastor  of  the 
Live  Oak  Methodist  Church,  Watson,  was 
guest  preacher  in  revival  services,  held  at  the 
Ashdown  Methodist  Church,  from  Dec.  2  through 
Dec.  7.  Rev.  Harry  Weed  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  D.  ALLEN  BRABHAM,  associate  chaplain 
of  Southern  Baptist  hospital,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Dec.  3  meeting  of  the  New  Orleans 
Ministerial  Union  held  at  the  Rayne  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  wThere  Dr.  A.  M.  Serex  is 
pastor. 

THE  CHOIR  of  the  Jefferson  Methodist  Church, 
under  the  direction  of  Earl  Von  Hoven,  pre¬ 
sented  a  musicale  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  2,  at  the 
Gretna  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Yola  Palmisano 
was  publicity  chairman  for  the  choir.  Rev.  A.  B. 
Cavanaugh  is  pastor  of  the  Gretna  church. 

REV.  CARL  LIPE,  pastor  of  the  Evergreen 
Methodist  Church,  was  preacher  in  revival 
services  held  at  the  Simmesport  Methodist 
Church  Dec.  2-7.  Special  music  and  gospel  solos 
were  presented  at  each  service.  Rev.  Minns  S. 
Robertson  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB,  of  the  Ham¬ 
mond  Methodist  Church,  was  host  at  a 
family  night  supper  Wednesday,  Nov.  28,  in 
the  education  building  of  the  church.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  club  furnished  and  served  the  food. 
Following  the  supper  a  program  was  presented. 
Rev.  E.  R.  Thomas  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  Z.  T.  GALION,  chairman  of  the  official 
board  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette,  and  member  of  Southwestern  Louisi¬ 
ana  Institute  fheulty,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Rayne  Methodist  Church  Thursday,  Nov.  29.  Rev. 
Douglas  T.  Williams  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education,  preach¬ 
ed  at  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  Dec.  9.  Dr.  Sloane’s  subject  was 
“A  Man  Named  Jesus  Passes  This  Way.”  He 
discussed  his  experiences  in  the  Middle  East 
and  Palestine  while  on  tour  there  in  August 
and  September. 

REV.  LOYD  WILLIAMS,  pastor  of  the  Maple¬ 
wood  Methodist  Church,  was  preacher  in 
the  special  Thanksgiving  service  sponsored  by 
the  Ward  Four  Ministerial  Alliance  at  the  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  Methodist,  Sulphur,  Thursday 
morning,  Nov.  22.  A1  K.  Reynolds,  choir  leader 
of  the  host  church  was  in  charge  of  the  music. 
Rev.  E.  H.  Haug  is  pastor  of  the  Henning  Me¬ 
morial  Church. 

THE  CAMPTI  Methodist  Church,  Montgomery, 
observed  “Pew  Nite”  Sunday,  Dec.  2,  with 
different  members  of  the  church  in  charge  of 
various  pews  with  the  intention  of  all  to  fill 
their  pew  on  that  occasion.  Special  music  was 
prepared  for  the  service  and  many  guests  from 
other  churches  as  well  as  many  members  par¬ 
ticipated.  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

H.  C.  SANDERS,  active  lay  leader  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  LSU 
faculty  member,  was  chosen  to,  head  the  church’s 
“proportionate  giving”  campaign  for  1957,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pastor,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  The 
campaign  began  with  Sunday,  Dec.  2,  as  Dedica¬ 
tion  Day  when  each  member  of  the  church  was 
asked  to  come  to  the  altar  and  leave  his  pledge 
card. 

EV.  W.  R.  WENDT,  pastor  of  the  New  Iberia 
Methodist  Church,  was  guest  preacher  for 


the  revival  meeting  at  Ebenezer  Methodist 
Church  November  25  through  December  2.  He 
conducted  the  revival  on  the  condition  that  all 
money  raised  during  the  meeting  would  be  used 
on  improving  the  parsonage  there,  according  to 
the  pastor.  Rev.  Stephen  F.  Wendt. 

NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  are  as  follows:  President,  Cary 
Johnson,  Jr.;  vice-president,  Dr.  W.  J.  Broach; 
-  secretary,  Preston  Rushton;  treasurer,  N.  B.  Mor¬ 
rison.  Committee  chairmen  appointed  are:  At¬ 
tendance  and  membership,  T.  L.  Miller:  Pub¬ 
licity,.  Jack  Boydstun;  Projects,  Henry  Hyams. 
Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

THE  ANNUAL  FAMILY  Night  Supper  and 
Christmas  program  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  was  held  Wednesday  evening, 
December  12.  The  covered  dish  supper  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  service  in  the  sanctuary  planned  by 
the  Council  of  Children’s  Workers,  Mrs.  Hamp 
Hanks,  chairman.  Climaxing  the  service  was  the 
lighting  of  the  manger  scene  on  the  church  lawn. 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  the  Trinity  pastor. 

DR.  MALCOM  GAAR  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
November  meeting  of  the  University  Meth¬ 
odist  W.S.C.S.  Dr.  Gaar  spent  several  months 
in  Indo-China  as  agricultural  training  officer 
under  the  State  Department.  Following  his  talk, 
Dr.  Gaar  introduced  Chitto  Koko  of  Burma  and 
Mr.  Dnyaneeshwar  Mandake  of  India,  who  spoke 
on  their  respective  countries  and  demonstrated 
native  costumes.  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Trice  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

DR.  L.  KEITH  MASON  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  November  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  the  Wynn  Memorial  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport.  Dr.  Mason  is  Lay  Leader 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport, 
and  was  one  of  two  laymen  on  the  recent  tour 
of  the  Holy  Land  organized  by  Bishop  Dana 
Dawson.  Dr.  Mason  spoke  of  the  tour  and  illu¬ 
strated  it  with  color-slides.  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

IAYMEN’S  DAY  was  observed  recently  in  the 
1  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church,  Effie,  with 
Cloyce  McNeal,  Jr.,  a  member  of  the  church,  as 
the  speaker.  He  used  as  his  subject,  “The  Truth 
Shall  Make  You  Free.”  Mr.  McNeal  is  teacher 
of  the  adult  class  of  the  church,  and  chairman  of 
the  official  board.  His  son,  Lloyd  Byron  McNeal 
is  the  sixth  generation  that  has  worshipped  in 
the  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Church,  where  Rev. 
John  Sayes  is  pastor. 

YOUNG  DUTCH  COUPLE  who  will  make 
their  home  in  Baton  Rouge  was  welcomed 
by  members  of  the  University  Methodist  Church 
upon  their  arrival  Nov.  30.  The  couple,  Victor 
Plaas,  23,  and  his  wife,  were  sponsored  by  the 
church  in  their  efforts  to  gain  entry  to  the  United 
States.  Plaas  was  born  in  Indonesia  of  Dutch 
parents.  As  his  sponsor,  the  church  will  provide 
a  place  for  him  and  his  wife  to  live  and  will 
help  him  to  find  a  useful  occupation.  Dr.  Wm.  E. 
Trice  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

REV.  STERLING  F.  WHEELER,  vice  president 
of  Southern  Methodist  University,  was  the 
principal  speaker  at  the  annual  Appreciation 
pinner  of  the  Norwel§i  Boy  Scout  Council,  Dec. 
11  in  the  Washington- Youree  Hotel,  Shreveport. 
About  500  adult  Scouting  leaders  and  their  wives 
from  the  nine  parishes  making  up  the  Norwela 
Council  were  in  attendance.  The  dinner  is  held 
annually  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  the  fef- 
forts  of  the  volunteer  leaders.  Rev.  Mr.  Wheeler 
is  in  charge  of  public  relations  at  S.M.U. 

A  SUCCESSFUL  Christian  Worker’s  School  was 
conducted  in  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Iberia,  Nov.  12,  15  and  16.  Two  courses  in  a 
First  Series  school  were  offered:  The  Child’s 
Approach  to  Religion,  led  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Land; 
and  Interpreting  The  Bible  To  Youth,  led  by 
C.  G.  Fuller,  Jr.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  served  as 
Dean  of  the  school.  There  were  26  enrolled,  15 
of  which  received  course  cards.  This  is  the  third 


year  that  such  a  school  was  conducted  in  New 
Iberia  by  local  teachers  trained  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt. 

REV.  FRANK  W.  BEVAN  of  Bath,  Maine,  has 
been  elected  associate  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Commission  on  Chaplains.  He  succeeds 
Chaplain  Fred.  H.  Heath,  who  has  transferred  to 
Los  Angeles  as  associate  pastor  of  Wilshire  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Rev.  Mr.  Bevan’s  election  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  R.  McLaughlin, 
general  secretary.  With  headquarters  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  the  commission  supervises  the 
work  of  600  Methodist  clergymen  who  are  chap, 
lains  in  the  armed  forces,  the  Veterans  Admin¬ 
istration,  prisons,  hospitals  and  other  institu¬ 
tions. 

WIDESPREAD  SUPPORT  of  the  Alaska  Col- 
lege — verbal,  moral  and  monetary — appears 
evident  from  a  nation-wide  survey  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  August  and  September  by  the 
Division  of  National  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions.  The  results  of  the  survey, 
added  to  the  most  recent  over-all  financial  re¬ 
ports,  add  up  to  an  optimistic  picture  for  the 
proposed  liberal  arts  school  to  be  established  in 
Anchorage,  in  the  opinion  of  the  two  Division 
staff  men  most  closely  related  to  it,  the  Rev.  Drs. 
P.  Gordon  Gould  and  H.  L.  Johns,  both  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia. 

CHRISTMAS  AROUND  the  World,  is  a  special 
program  that  was  presented  Dec.  2  at  South- 
side  Methodist*Church,  Monrdb,  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  commission  on  missions,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  Gervacio  Castanet,  a  little  ten- 
year-old  boy  at  Herradura,  Cuba.  Church-wide 
interest  has  been  centered  on  Gervacio  since  his 
story  became  known  through  Rev.  J.  T.  Harris, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Monroe  district, 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  this  lad  and  to 
take  special  note  of  his  keen  desire  to  acquire  an 
education.  Southside  is  striving  to  aid  Gervacio 
in  his  efforts  and  the  offering  was  to  go  for  this 
cause.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor  at  Southside. 

VOYAGE  TO  ROME,  the  last  of  twelve  films 
depicting  the  life  of  St.  Paul,  was  shown 
Sunday  evening,  Nov.  25,  at  First  Methodist 
Church,  Amite.  Periodically,  since  January,  the 
series  of  films  produced  by  Cathedral  Films  on 
the  life  and  ministry  of  this  important  Christian 
figure  have  been  shown  at  the  evening  worship 
services  of  the  church.  In  commenting  on  the 
series,  the  pastor,  Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  said, 
“Those  who  have  seen  these  graphic  presenta¬ 
tions  of  the  life  of  Paul  have  gained  a  better  in¬ 
sight  into  a  large  portion  of  the  New  Testament. 
I  think  these  films  have  been  very  helpful  to  our 
people.” 

REV.  CARL  BARHAM,  pastor  of  the  Columbia 
Methodist  Church,  was  chairman  of  the 
program  committee  for  the  United  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Service  sponsored  by  the  Caldwell  Parish 
Ministerial  Association.  The  service  was  held 
Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  20  in  the  Columbia  High 
School  auditorium.  Rev.  Ivey  Miller  of  Winns- 
boro,  Texas,  was  the  principal  speaker.  Rev.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  former  missionary  to  Chile,  and 
was  engaged  at  the  time  in  revival  services  at 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Columbia.  A  com¬ 
bined  choir  with  singers  from  all  churches  of 
every  denomination,  under  the  direction  of 
Virgil  Chapman,  rendered  special  music  and 
led  in  the  congregational  singing.  Pianist  was 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Meredith. 

MINISTERS  from  Louisiana  who  attended  a 
national  conference  on  evangelism  at  Purdue 
University,  Lafayette,  Indiana,  are:  Rev.  Don  W. 
Alverson,  Napoleon  Avenue  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick,  First  Methodist 
Church,  Pinevilie;  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  North 
Baton  Rouge  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge; 
Rev.  Raymond  E.  Pierson,  Wesley  Methodist 
Church,  Crowley;  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton,  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  West  Monroe;  Rev.  Loyd  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Maplewood,  and  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Coushatta.  Purpose  of  the  conference 
was.  to  map  out  the  evangelistic  strategy  for  the 
Methodist  Church  for  the  next  20  years.  Prin¬ 
cipal  speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Bishop  W 
Angie  Smith,  Oklahoma  City,  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 
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Dedication  Service,  Reading  of  History  v 
Highlight  Program  At  Sweet  Lake 

Dedication  services  for  new  pews  and  other  additions  which  com¬ 
pleted  a  remodeling  program,  were  held  at  Sweet  Lake  Methodist  Church, 
Nov.  9,  where  the  Rev.  Hubert  Gibbs  is  pastor. 

The  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Martin  Hebert,  Lake  Charles, 
a  former  member  of  the  church  and  a  brother  of  its  first  pastor. 

Visitors  were  present  from  many  cities  and  included  Dozie  Broussard, 
DeRidder,  a  charter  member  of  the  church;  and  Miss  Iona  Douglas,  Hous¬ 
ton,  granddaughter  of  Eraste  Hebert,  Sr.,  also  a  charter  member. 


A  special  part  of  the  program  was 
the  reading  of  the  church’s  history 
by  Mrs.  Tom  Taylor,  who  did  much 
research  gathering  the  information. 

The  history,  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Hebert, 
first  pastor;  and  H.  G.  Chalkley, 
Sr.,  follows,  as  written  by  Mrs.  Tay¬ 
lor. 

Sweet  Lake's  History 

The  Sweet  Lake  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  in  the  year 
1908,  on  Dec.  20th,  with  Rev.  Willie 
Hebert  as  its  first  pastor.  He  was 
in  ill  health  most  of  his  life,  but 
like  St.  Paul,  he  was  faithful  unto 
the  end.  The  first  Sunday  school 
superintendent  was  '  Rev.  Dallas 
Hayes,  who  held  this  office  for 
about  nine  months,  at  which  time 
Dr.  Dolzie  Broussard  became  super¬ 
intendent,  and  also  teacher  of  the 
senior  class.  Mrs.  Eraste  Hebert,  Sr. 
was  teacher  of  the  intermediate 
class  and  Mrs.  Dolzie  Broussard, 
teacher  of  the  primary  class.  Mr. 
Willie  Hackett,  better  known  as 
Uncle  Billy,  was  organist;  and  in 
his  absence  Tom  Hebert'  was  sub¬ 
stitute  organist.  In  later  years,  Mrs. 
Eraste  Hebert,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  R.  O. 
Hackett  substituted. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Chalkey,  Sr.,  president 
of  The  Sweet  Lake  Land  &  Oil  Co., 
built  the  parsonage,  a  well  built 
six  room  house  which  stands  to 
this  day.  It  is  located  east  of  the 
Sweet  Lake  Community  Center. 
Worship  services  were  held  in  a 
one  room  school  house  which  was 
also  a  gift  from  Mr.  Chalkey,  who 
also  aided  the  pastor’s  income 
by  furnishing  the  pastor’s  family 
with  groceries  from  the  company 
commissary. 

Official  Board  Members  1908-29 

Rev.  Hebert  was  pastor  from  the 
year  1908  to  1929,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  short  period  of  about  one 
year,  when  District  Superintendent 
J.  A.  Carruth,  was  in  charge.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  (1908-1929),  the  of-, 
ficial  board  members  were:  Thomas 
Cox,  John  J.  Hayes,  R.  M.  Walker, 
Edward  Hoffpauir,  Ivy  Hoffpauir, 
David  Hoffpauir,  A.  L.  Hackett, 
Dallas  Hayes,  Sidney  Barker,  H.  H. 
Helms,  M.  D.  Hebert,  Eraste  Hebert, 
Sr.,  Dolzie  Broussard,  Elio  Theriot, 
Henry  Granger,  Willie  Hackett,  E. 
L.  Marquart,  John  W.  House,  L.  R. 
Crom,  Walter  Helms,  E.  O.  Dough- 
enbaugh,  Mrs.  Mae  Hackett,  Judson 
Cox,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Crom  and  Mrs.  C. 
J.  Crom. 

Pastors  Named 

The  Rev.  Luther  Lyons  was  pas¬ 
tor  from  Dec.  1929  until  Dec.  1934, 
at  which  time  Rev.  Edward  R.  Haug 
was  appointed  pastor.  But  due  to 
the  fact  that  he  was  still  in  semi¬ 
nary,  and  it  was  such  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  to  travel  back  and  forth,  Rev. 
H.  C.  Seidel  took  charge  until  June 
15,  1935,  when  Rev.  Haug  was  able 
to  assume  his  duties.  From  1935  to 
the  present  time  we’ve  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pastors:  Rev.  Carl  W.  Bar¬ 
ham,  whose  present  appointment  is 
In  Columbia;  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid, 
now  pastor  of  the  Simpson  Church 
In  Lake  Charles;  Rev.  C.  W.  Rodg- 
ers,  who  passed  away  last  May,  but 
now  lives  on  in  our  memory  as  a 
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great  man  of  God; -Rev.  C.  J.  Thibo¬ 
deaux,  whose  present  appointment 
is  in  Merry ville;  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady, 
who  is  now  in  Pleasant  Hill,  La.; 
Rev.  W.  R.  Corrigan,  who  is  pastor 
of  1st  Church  in  Decatur,  Texas; 
Rev.  W.  F.  Howell  now  serving  as 
pastor  in  Vinton  and  Hackberry; 
Rev.  E.  W.  Day,  pastor  of  the  Iowa, 
Beil  City  and  Hayes  churches;  and 
Rev.  Hubeert  Gibbs  our  present 
pastor. 

Local  Preacher  Comes  To  Town 

Prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
church  here,  an  event  of  paramount 
importance  occured.  In  1891,  a  local 
preacher,  known  as  Bro.  Joe  Ber¬ 
wick,  came  through  this  area 
preaching  the  Gospel.  His  preach¬ 
ing  proved  to  be  very  effective. 
Four  boys  in  this  area  were  con¬ 
verted  and  later  studied  to  be  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Gospel.  They  were: 
Rev.  Willie  Hebert,  our  first  pastor; 
his  brother,  Rev.  Martin  Hebert, 
who  has  given  sixty  years  of  his 
life  to  the  ministry  and  is  pastor 
of  the  Fairview  Methodist  Church; 
Rev.  Dallas  Hayes  who  is  still  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  ministry;  and  his  broth¬ 
er,  Rev.  Daniel  Hayes,  deceased. 
The  seed  of  Christianity  was  being 
planted  in  this  area  long  before 
the  church  was  organized. 

Hurricane  Hits 

The  hurricane  of  1918,  which  did 
so  much  damage  in  this  area,  de¬ 
molished  the  school  building  wherq 
worship  services  were  being  held. 
Not  discouraged’  the  congregation 
met  in  the  homes  for  prayer  meet¬ 
ings,  and  their  worship  services 
were  held  in  machine  sheds,  first 
in  Mr.  Chalkey’s,  then  Mr.  Helms’, 
until  arrangements  were  made  to 
have  services  in  the  present  build¬ 
ing,  which  was  at  that  time  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  building.  Mrs.  B.  C.  Cox 
who  was  the  teacher  then,  coop¬ 
erated  with  Mr.  Helms  and  per¬ 
mission  was  received  from  Mr. 
White,  who  was  school  superintend¬ 
ent  at  that  time. 

When  Sweet  Lake  school  was 
consolidated  with  Bell  City,  the 
building  was  transferred  to  the 
church.  It  was  in  1949  that  the 
building  was  remodeled;  and  for 
this  improvement,  much  of  Jhe 
credit  goes  to  Rev.  Thibodeaux  who 
was  our  pastor  at  that  time.  It  came 
about  as  a  result  of  his  personal 
direction  and  often  his  personal 
labor. 

Pillars  of  ihe  Church 

A  few  of  those  who  were  the 
pillars  of  the  church  are:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fielder  Helms,  whosfe  home 
was  headquarters  for  the  preachers; 
the  Cox  and  Hackett  families;  Mr. 
Tom  Cox  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Hackett, 
two  of  the  best  teachers  we’ve 
known;  the  Hebert  families,  the 
Broussards,  and  the  Wright  fami¬ 
lies  whose  homes  were  always  open 
to  the  ministers.  Also  noteworthy: 
among  those  who  are  the  pillars  of 
our  church  today,  are  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  those  who  were  the 
pillars  of  the  church  in  the  early 
days. 


Independence 
Gets  New  Church 

“For  the  Glory  of  God  and  Inde¬ 
pendence”  is  the  theme  of  the  new 
Methodist  Church  at  Independence, 
La.,  where  progress  is  being  made 
on  a  new  building.  Most  of  the 
work  is  being  done  by  the  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  little  church  was  organized 
on  faith  and  prayer  18  months  ago 
with  the  realization  that  Independ¬ 
ence  truly  is  a  mission  field.  The 
membership  has  grown  from  15 
charter  members  to  31  on  roll,  plus 
a  thriving  Church  School  and 
Women’s  Society. 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for 
the  church  were  held  in  Septem¬ 
ber  with  Pastor  Paul  Carrol  in 
charge,  assisted  by  Rev.  Ed  Thomas 
of  Hammond,  Rev.  James  Christie 
of  Amite,  and  Rev.  Albert  George 
of^Springfield.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sessions, 
eldest  charter  member,  turned  the 
-first  shovel  of  dirt. 

Worship  services  are  temporarily 
being  held  each  Sunday  morning 
at  8:30  in  the  Independence  City 
Hall.  With  the  prayer  “Lord,  make 
us  usable  and  use  us  in  Thy  service” 
the  little  group  goes  forward  with 
their  task.  Hopes  are  high  that  the 
church  building  will  be  completed 
in  time  for  Christmas  services. 


Church  Receives 
$5,000  From  Estate 

Mrs.  Anna  Gay  McClung,  who 
died  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  22, 
left  $9,500  to  three  institutions  in 
her  childhood  home  of  Plaquemine, 
La.,  and  included  was  the  Plaque- 
mine  Methodist  Church  which  re¬ 
ceived  $5,000. 

Some  $2,500  went  to  the  Plaque- 
mine  Protestant  cementary;  and 
$2,000  was  left  to  the  -Plaquemine 
Sanatorium.  Other  bequests  went 
to  friends  and  relatives. 

Mrs.  McClung  was  the  widow  of 
Charles  J.  Me  Clung,  president  of 
a  large  wholesale  concern  in  Knox¬ 
ville. 


Revival  Held 
At  Many 

The  First  Methodist  Church, 
Many,  was  filled  to  capacity  re¬ 
cently  for  its  first  revival  in  four 
years. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Park  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  revi¬ 
val  preacher;  and  the  Rev.  Jack 
Shaw,  Cotton  Valley,  was  song 
leader.  Special  music  was  furnish¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  L.  Koelemay,  Shreve¬ 
port,  mother  of  the  Many  Church 
pastor;  and  Emory  Williams,  re¬ 
gular  church1  organist. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw  organized 
junior  and  senior  choirs;  and  the 
choir  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  Hardee,  was  guest 
choir  for  one  service. 

The  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  Many 
pastor,  led  the  visiting  ministers  in 
a  consecrated  program  of  visita¬ 
tion  for  shut-ins  and  other  church 
members.  By  Mrs.  John  P.  God¬ 
frey,  chairman  of  the  commission 
on  membership  and  evangelism. 


District  Names 
Methodist  Man, 
Woman  of  Year 

Edgar  E.  Cayard  and  Mrs.  C.  I. 
Jones  were  named  the  “Methodist 
Man  and  V/oman  of  the  Year,”  by 
the  New  Orleans  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  a  banquet  held 
at  the  Jung  Hotel,  Dec.  4. 

The  banquet  launched  a  $300,000 
church  expansion  drive  now  under¬ 
way  in  the  District,  and  those  par¬ 
ticipating  on  the  program,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  Cayard  and  Mrs.  Jones,  were 
Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and  Robert 
W.  Frepch,  general  chairman  of  the 
drive.  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  is  the 
district  superintendent. 

Cayard,  who  has  served  as  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  district  board  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  church  extension  since  its 
organization  in  1936,  predicted  suc¬ 
cess  for  the  drive  which  he  termed 
“the  biggest  thing  we’ve  undertak¬ 
en.”  He  is  Sunday  school  superin¬ 
tendent  at  Algiers  Methodist  Church 
where  he  has  served  since  1917.  The 
56  year-old  layman  is  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  state  Epworth  League, 
a  youth  organization  of  Methodists, 
a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  district  board  of  mis¬ 
sions,  and  directs  the  New  Orleans 
district  training  school  for  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Jones,  also  optimistic  about 
the  present  campaign,  is  an  active 
member  of  Rayne  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  is  president  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  Louisiana  Conference.  She 
was  a  delegate  to  the  1956  General 
Conference  and  to  the  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Conference,  and  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  World  Coun¬ 
cil.  She  also  serves  as  a  trustee  of 
Centenary  College  and  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege,  both  Methodist  institutions. 

Zachary  Constructs 
Educational  Building 

Construction  of  a  new  education¬ 
al  building  at  the  Zachary  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  which  will  cost  some 
$36,800,  unfurnished,  is  now  under¬ 
way. 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies 
were  conducted  Nov.  25,  following 
the  morning  worship  service.  Those 
participating  were;  the  Rev.  Jim 
Ailor,  pastor;  J.  I.  Daniel,  Jr.,  re¬ 
presenting  the  building  committee; 
J.  H.  Rhodes,  board  of  trustees;  and 
G.  Morgan  Lipscomb,  chairman  of 
the  building  fund  drive. 

Others  on  the  program  included: 
Dr.  B.  B.  Lane,  Kirk  Baxter,  Mrs. 
B.  B.  Lane,  Robert  Preston  Ken¬ 
nedy,  W.  S.  Smith,  Carruth  Anni- 
sen,  C.  W.  Machost,  and  Harold 
and  Howard  Henderson. 

Mayor  S.  M.  Noble,  mayor  of 
Zachary,  attended;  and  R.  S.  Den¬ 
ham  represented  the  contractors. 

Construction  began  on  the  new 
structure,  Nov.  29. 


TWO  FROM  DeRIDDER 
LICENSED  TO  PREACH 

The  Revs.  Bill  Tracy  and  Henry 
Snyder,  both  of  DeRidder,  were 
licensed  as  local  preachers  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Conference 
held  at  Jennings,  Nov.  13. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow  is  the 
Jennings  pastor  and  served  as  host 
for  the  conference;  and  the  Rev. 
Sam  Nader  is  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent. 
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So  You  Want  To 

Adopt  A  Korean  Orphan! 

By  the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Sauer.  Seoul.  Korea 

On  Good  Friday,  1956,  I  left  Seoul  with  four  Korean  orphans  to  be 
delivered  to  new  homes  in  America.  But  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  such 
adoption. 

The  plight  of  Korea’s  fatherless  children  still  stirs  The  hearts  o%  the 
world.  But  as  a  Methodist  missionary  I  am  interested  in  the  older  children 
who  will  soon  be  leaders  in  Korea. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  just  what  the  younger  children  may  become. 
As  missionaries  we  are  interested 


American  citizens,  but  in  develop¬ 
ing  Korean  children  to  become 
Korean  citizens  of  ability  and  lead¬ 
ership. 

Korea  needs  leaders!  Many  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers,  teachers,  and  lead¬ 
ing  business  men  were  kidnapped 
by  the  communists.  The  fatherless 
children  of  these  homes  come  from 
families  of  education  and  learning. 
They  are  now  in  high  school  or  per¬ 
haps  in  college,  and  in  a  few  more 
years  will  begin  to  take  their  places 
in  life  of  Korea. 

One  may,  of  course,  help  a 
younger  child  in  an  orphanage. 
Many  if  not  most  of  these  in  or¬ 
phanages  will  have  little  opportun¬ 
ity  to  reach  high  school.  There  are 
not  enough  high  schools  in  Korea, 
so  that  perhaps  one  in  ten  ever 
gets  to  high  school. 

When  you  help  a  child  who  is 
now  in  high  school  or  college  you 
are  helping  a  child  whose  mental 
ability  is  already  proven.  He  has 
taken  examination  after  examina¬ 
tion  to  get  there  and  won  out  over 
many  others.  There  are  often  as 
many  as  six  or  more  applications 
for  every  seat  in  high  school. 

Helping  a  Methodist  boy  or  girl 
who  grew  up  in  a  Methodist  home, 
where  the  parents  were  educated 
(so  many  in  Korea  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  even  read  and  write), 
where  ideals  were  high,  where 
Sunday  school  and  church  were  a 
part  of  life,  —  to  help  such  young 
people  is  to  help  where  it  will 
count  for  most  in  the  life  of  the 
church  and  the  nation. 

JH’s  father  was  a  leader  in  our 
church  in  Taejon  until  a  careless 
American  soldier  shot  him.  John  is 
working  hard  to  get  an  education 
so  as  to  help  his  brothers  and  sisters 
and  his  widowed  mother — LL’s 
mother  is  a  Bible  woman,  and  Lil¬ 
lian  is  studying  in  Ewha  University 
to  be  a  teacher — Kathryan  K’s  fath¬ 
er  was  a  district  superintendent  who 
never  had  a  chance  to  get  away. 
Kathryn  also  wants  to  be  a  teacher, 
and  is  studying  at  Ewha.  There  are 


not  in  turning  Korean  children  into 


Methodists  To  / 
Tour  Caribbean 

Methodist  and  other  Protestant 
missionary  work  in  three  Carib¬ 
bean  lands  will  be  visited  by  about 
30  persons  on  a  home  missions  tour 
January  29  to  February  8,  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  two  divisions  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Missions.  • 

The  “Methodist  National  Mission 
Tour”  will  take  its  members  to 
Haiti,  the  Dominican  Republic  and 
Puerto  Rico,  This  is  the  fourth  year 
for  the  tour,  which  is  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Division  of  National 
Missions  and  the  Joint  Section  of 
Education  and  Cultivation.  The 
tour  will  be  by  air. 

The  group  will  assemble'  in 
Miami,  Fla.,  January  28  for  a  brief¬ 
ing  session  and  will  fly  January 
29  to  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti,  where 
they  will  spend  two  days.  They  will 
see  mission  work  of  the  British 
Methodist  Church. 

January  31  the  tour  will  move 
to  the  Dominican  Republic,  the 
other  country  on  the  island  of 
-  Santo  Domingo.  The  two  days  in 
the  Dominican  will  include  a  visit- 
to  a  mission  school  and  attendance 
at  a  mass  evangelistic  rally.  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists  share  other  Protest¬ 
ants  in  an  interdenominational  mis¬ 
sion  program  in  the  Dominican. 

The  last  week  of  the  tour  will  be 
spent  in  Puerto  Rico,  where  Meth- 


dozens  of  others.  Your  missionary 
will  know  them.  (Write  to  any  one 
of  the  Methodist  missionaries,  or 
to  Treasurer,  H.  Burnham  Kirk¬ 
land,  Board  of  Missions,  150  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.  Y.) 

The  Christian  who  wants  to  help 
Korea’s  fatherless  can  best  do  it  by 
assisting  those  who  came  from 
Chritian  homes,  who  are  now  in 
high  school  or  college,  and  who  are 
preparing  themselves  for  leader¬ 
ship. 


Christmas  For  Christ  Stamp  Now  Available 


This  is  the  CHRISTMAS  FOR  CHRIST  stamp  available  from  TEM 
Press,  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.  E.,  Washington  2,  D.  C.  Part  of  an  inter¬ 
denominational  campaign  to  emphasize  Christmas  as  a  Christian  observance, 
the  stamps  are  available  in  sheets  of  50.  Four  sheets  are  $1.00,  12  sheets  cost 
$2.00. 


Release  Of  War 
Prisoners  Asked 

A  Christmas  appeal  to  release  91 
Japanese  war  crimes  prisoners  held 
under  U.  S.  juridiction  has  been 
made  in  a  letter  to  President  Eisen¬ 
hower  signed  by  Dr.  Harry  Emer¬ 
son  Fosdick,  the  Rev.  Eugene  Car- 
son  Blake,  the  Right  Rev.  William 
Appleton  Lawrence,  Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin,  Bishop  G.  Brom- 


odist  work  is  under  the  Division  of 
National  Missions.  The  group  will 
visit  churches  in  the  capital  j)f  San 
Juan  and  will  go  to  several  village 
churches  and  schools  by  bus.  They 
will  attend  a  session  of  the  Puerto 
Rico  Annual  -Conference,  which 
will  be  in  session.  The  tour  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Miami  February  8. 

For  the  third  year,  the  tour  di¬ 
rector  will  be  the  Rev.  Walter  J. 
Leppert,  treasurer  of  the  Joint  Sec¬ 
tion  and  director  of  its  Department 
of  Field  Cultivation.  Inquiries 
about  the  tour  should  be  addressed 
to  him  at  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  11,  N.  Y. 


The  gift  that  grows  dearer 


with  the  years... 


Red-Letter  Christmas 
Gift  Bible . . .  only  $5 50 


What  could  be  a  more  appropriate  Christmas  gift  than  a  Bible?  It's  the 
one  gift  that  gives  hope  and  guidance  for  evei \  day  and  you  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  the  giver  of  this  cherished  gift. 

This  genuine  leather,  red-letter  Bible  (illustration  above)  has 
the  new  self-pronouncing  type  that’s  larger  and  legible.  It  con¬ 
tains  maps  and  new  full-color  illustrations.  Overlapping  covers 
with  rounded  corners  protect  the  open  edges  of  the  Bible  sheets. 
Front  cover  and  spine  are  gold-stamped;  pages  are  rounded  and 
the  edges  are  finished  in  gold-over-red.  It  has  a  Concordance,  a 
presentation  page  and  a  family  register.  Written  in  the  King 
James  Version  printed  on  Indo-text  paper.  Words  of  Christ  are 
printed  in  red,  contains  calendar  for  daily  reading  of  Scriptures. 
Silk  ribbon  place  marker.  Size  5%x7%  inches  .  .  .  %-inch  thick, 
1,152  pages.  Gift  boxed.  Compact,  attractive  and  serviceable.  For 
^minister,  teacher  or  anyone  .on  your  Christmas  list,  it’s  the  ideal 
gift  and  at  such  a  modest  cost.  WD-232C . postpaid,  $5.50 

Add  state  sales  tax  if  necessary— none  on  interstate  orders 


Ohe  'Methodifl:  Publishing  Mouses 

Please  order  from  House  serving  you 

Baltimore  3  •  Chicago  11  •  Cincinnati  2  •  Dallas  1 
Detroit  1  •  Kansas  City  6  •  Nashville  2  •  New  York  11 
Pittsburgh  30  •  Portland  5  •  Richmond  16  •  San  Francisco  2 

Shop  at  our  COKESBURY  BOOK  STORES  in  these  cities: 

Atlanta,  72  Broad  St.,  N.  W.  •  Boston,  577  Boylston  St. 

Los  Angeles,  5244  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 


ley  Oxnam,  Bishop  Gerald  H.  Ken. 
nedy,  Bishop  Glenn  Randall  Phil, 
•lips,  Prof.  Reinhold  Niebuhr,  Dr 
Frank  Laubach,  President  Harold 
Case,  President  John  A.  Mackay, 
President  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen 
Mrs.  Theodore  Wedel  and  19  other 
well  known  religious  leaders. 

The  letter  which  was  made  pub¬ 
lic  today  stated  that  “the  Unite; 
States  and  Australia  hold  the  un¬ 
enviable  distinction  of  being  coun¬ 
tries  demanding  further  punish¬ 
ment  of  men  already  imprisonec 
for  more  thap  eleven  years  because 
of  crimes  committed  in  the  hyster¬ 
ia  of  war  time.”  Great  Britain  holdu 
four  remaining  prisoners  but  they 
are  to  be  released  on  or  before 
January  1,  1957. 

The  signatories  “believe  that  an 
act  of  liberation  would  accord  with 
the  teachings  of  Christ.” 


Newesf  colorfast  fabrics 
available.  Write  for 
Catalog  A66. 

E.  R.  MOORE  CO. 

Ocean  Springs, 
Mississippi 
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MEMORIALS 
IN  MEMORY  OF: 

D.  C.  McDonald  by  Mrs.  Vjnnie  Holdridge 
Minor  R.  Craig  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  I. 

Russell  ^ 

Mrs.  Anna  Williams  Yarnell  by  Olive  and 
Lyda  Chandler 

Blaine  G.  Hays  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Oates 
M.  T.  Burge  by  Hospital  gtaff  of  Lake 
Village  Infirmary 

Mrs.  Chas.  T.  Pittman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
E.  Lindbled 

Fred  Childress  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Bryant 

The  twins  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Rich  by 
W.  W.  Rial 

T.  D.  Fooks  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Connor  More- 
head 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Lee  Leonard  by  Mrs. 
R.  F.  Stephens,  Mary  Louise  Ramoly, 
Zelma  Rucker,  Vera  Marshall,  DeLois 
Acord,  Margaret  Pace,  Jack  Overby, 
Dera  Hembree,  Guy  Curry,  Sam  Wilkes, 
Jack  Haynes,  Betty  Kelly,  Eiland  Hall, 
Joe  Kelone,  Lorine  Gibson,  Arline  Jones, 
Thelma  Finch,  Emma  Scott,  Vashti  Toll 
and  Anne  Isenman. 

Herschell  Smart  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Davies  Jr. 

L.  E.  Steward  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Terry 

Mrs.  Roy  Davis  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Terry 

Mitchell  S.  Fryar  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Terry  f 

V.  J.  Trotter  Sr.  y  Eudora  Dermott  Gro¬ 
cery  and  Commission  Co. 

Otho  Phillips  by  Norma  McManud 
Mrs.  Cora  May  Gray  by  St.  Luke  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

Mrs.  Mamie  Meadors  by  Mrs.  J.  O.  Bick- 
ham 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Medars  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ster¬ 
ling  Frank 

Walter  Coleman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace 
Illing 

Rev.  W.  P.  Whaley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jimmie  Neal 

Dr.  W.  P.  Whaley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A. 

Longley  and  Mrs.  George  Clark  t 

Walter  C.  Coleman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank¬ 
lin  E.  Loy 

Dr.  W.  P.  Whaley  by  Mr.  Virgil  J.  Trotter, 
Jr. 

A.  I.  Rosenblat  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin 
E.  Loy 

C.  W.  Jack  Bullard  by  Mr.  Franklin  E.  Loy 
Mrs.  A.  A.  -Hunter  by  Mrs.  Frances  Mc- 
Carroll 

Mrs.  Maud  Smith  by  Mrs.  Frances  Mc- 
Carroll 

Rev.  J.  W.  Thomas  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Norsworthy 

E.  Grant  Gibbons  by  Mrs.  Grace  Breen 
Mrs.  Clara  Esther  Powell  by  the  Will 

Hardke  Family  of  Hazen 
Rev.  B.  L.  Wilford  by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Reid  and 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Reid 

Mrs.  Coma  Phillips  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Mollie  C.  Verser  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
T.  Caplinger 

Annie  L.  Clement  by  Concord  Methodist 
Church 

Rufus  L.  Cherry  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Connor 
Morehead 

A.  S.  Alexander  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watt 
Childs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troy  Bledsoe  and* 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Bailey 
Mrs.  Good  Renfroe  by  Character  Builders 
Class,  First  Methodist  -Church,  Magnolia 
Walter  Coleman  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Carr 

Rev.  J.  W.  Thomas  by  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Moore,  Jr. 

Douglas  Bemis  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
V.  Hazelwood 

C.  W.  Bullard  by  Mrs.  Lloyd  Earl  Lump¬ 
kin 


Hershel  Smart  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker 
Lambert 

J.  Hershel  Smart,  Jr.,  by  Sonny  and  Gertie 
Gordon 

Mrs.  Nan  Hooper  by  Mrs.  R.  S.  Hughey 
James  Smart,  Jr.,  by  Tillie  and  Jay  Gallo¬ 
way 

John  Morri  Holland  by  The  Preachers  of 
Fort  Smith  District 

G.  F.  Erambert  by  Mr.  and'  Mrs.  John  F. 
Carpenter 

Rev.  B.  L.  Wilford  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  John 
L.  Bledsoe 

Ernest  Sulcer  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webb 
Sweet 

Mrs.  Emma  Taylor  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
V.  Armstrong 

E.  E.  Sulcer  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  V.  Arm¬ 
strong 

Mrs.  Richard  Havens  by  Mrs.  George  S. 
Word 

>  Connor  Morehead, 
Superintendent 


New  Books 

A  Lift  For  Living 

By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 
Abingdon  Press 

“Emerson  once  said,  ‘Every  man 
I  meet  is  my  superior  in  some  way. 
In  that,  I  learn  of  him.’  What  if  we 
caught  Emerson’s  insight  and  atti¬ 
tude,  and  instead  of  concerning  our¬ 
selves  with  our  own  traits,  we  were 
to  study  the  traits  of  others,  looking 
for  their  gifts  that  we  might  learn 
of  them  and  link  ourselves  with 
them?  Certainly  such  an  attitude 
would  enrich  our  inner  lives  and 
sweeten  our  relationship  with  our 
fellow  men.” 

This  is  only  one  paragraph  from 
Ralph  W.  Sockman’s  new  book,  A 
LIFT  FOR  LIVING,  to  be  published 
November  30,  1956.  A  collection  of 
fifty-two  brief  inspirational  read¬ 
ings,  this  book  is  designed  to  give 
the  reader  a  spiritual  lift  for  living, 
and  to  keep  him  “on  the  growing 
edge  of  life.” 

Dr.  Sockman  deals  with  familiar 


G  O  W  N  S 

•  Pulpit  and  Choir- 
Headquarters  for 
RELIGIOUS  SUPPLIES 


/ 


Church  Furniture  •  Stole* 
Embroideries  .  Vestments 
Hangings  •  Communion 
Sets  •  Altar  Brass  Goods  1  i  » 


From  Our  Own  Deep  Freeze 
Lockers 

Owned  and  Personally  Supervised  By 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  M.  Moore 

“In  the  heart  of  the  shopping  district” 


THE  MOORES'  CAFETERIA 


418  MAIN  STREET 


LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK 


We  Specialize  In 


Fresh  Frozen 
Vegetables  and  Fruits 


life  situations  and  problems.  Some 
of  the  themes  are: 

“Controlling  the  Backward  Look” 
“Being  Good  in  Bad  Places” 
“When  We  Are  Lost” 

“Clinching  Our  Convictions” 

“Free  for  What?” 

“Standing  in  Our  Own  Way” 

The  brief,  to-the-point  paragraphs 
and  fast-moving  development  of  the 
themes  will  invite  and  intrigue  the 
general  reader.  All  but  three  of  the 
readings  have  appeared  previously 
in  Dr.  Sockman’s  widely  popular 
syndicated  column  “A'^Lift  for  Liv¬ 
ing.”  Ministers  will  find  here  many 
ideas  and  illustrations  for  sermons. 
THE  AUTHOR:  Ralph  W.  Sock¬ 


man  is  a  well-known  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  speaker,  as  well  as  a  minister, 
professor,  author,  and  newspaper 
columnist.  He  is  currently  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  TV  “Man  to  Man”  pro¬ 
gram,  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  He  is  the 
speaker  for  the  National  Radio  Pul¬ 
pit  on  Sunday  mornings. 

Since  1917  Dr.  Sockman  has  been 
minister  of  Christ  Church  (Meth¬ 
odist)  in  New  York  City. 


New  and  used  wood-working  machinery 
What  do  you  need? 

Hawkins  Machinery  Company 

1018-20  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ark 
Phone  FR  5-8500 


How  much  does  this 
“tax  curtain”  cost  you  ? 


A  strange  kind  of  tax  favoritism  separates  a  few  mil¬ 
lion  families  and  businesses  from  most  Americans 
when  it  comes  to  paying  taxes  on  electricity. 

The  people  in  this  “privileged  class”  pay  little  or 
no  taxes  in  their  electric  bills,  while  everybody  else 
does  (about  23  cents  out  of  each  dollar  spent  for 
electricity).  Because  the  few  don’t  pay  their  fair 
share  of  taxes,  you  and  other  taxpayers  are  taxed 
millions  more  every  year  to  make  up  the  difference. 

There’s  ^othing  different  or  special  about  the  people 
behind'this  “tax  curtain.”  They  just  happen  to  get 
electricity  from  government  power  plants,  and  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  electric  business  pays  little  or  no  taxes. 

This  kind  of  tax  favoritism  is  unfair— and  unusual 
in  America.'  That’s  why  we  believe  it  should  be  made 
widely  known  and  given  critical  study. 
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The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching,"  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


THE  WORD  BECAME  FLESH 

^  LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  23,  1956 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  The  Word  became  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace  and  truth.  (John  1:14,  RSV) 

READ  JOHN  1:1-18. 


Our  Christmas  lesson  is  the 
twelfth  in  the  series  of  thirteen  les¬ 
sons  which  have  been  bringing  to 
us  “Great  Passages  Of  The  Bible.” 
The  opening  verses  of  the  first  chap¬ 
ter  of  John  properly  belong  in  any 
grouping  of  great  Bible  passages. 
The  subject  of  our  lesson  today, 
“The  Word  Became  Flesh,”  is  a 
quotation  from  our  lesson  text  and 
embodies  one  of  the  most  profound 
truths  the  human  mind  has  ever 
tried  to  comprehend. 

Most  Christmas  stories  begin  with 
the  birth  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem 
as  recorded  by  Matthew  and  Luke. 
In  our  Christmas  lesson  this  year, 
John  goes  back  for  the  beginning  of 
his  story  of  Christ  to  the  “begin¬ 
ning.”  He  goes  back  to,  and  even 
beyond  the  time  when  “In  the  be¬ 
ginning  God  created.”  Birth,  for 
man,  is  the  beginning  of  life.  For 
the  Christ,  birth  in  Bethlehem  was 
merely  the  beginning  of  His  exist¬ 
ence  in  human  form.  According  to 
John,  in  our  lesson  text,  He  had  al¬ 
ready  existed  from  the  “beginning” 
with  God  and  was  God. 

The  Fact  of  The  Incarnation 

The  Christmas  story  is  not  just  a 
beautiful,  fanciful,  imaginative 
story.  It  is  also  a  deathless  re¬ 
cital  of  a  timeless  fact  in  the  world’s 
history. 

Some  say  that  they  just  cannot 
understand  how  the  Christ  of  God 
could  be  present  in  the  world  in 
human  flesh  and  form.  They  might 
just  as  correctly  state  that  they  are 
unable  to  understand  how  we  hu¬ 
man  beings  can  be  present  in  the 
world  in  human  flesh  and  form.  One 
is  just  as  mysterious  as  the  other; 
one  is  just  as  easily  understood  as 
the  other.  If  we  think  we  under¬ 
stand  how  our  spirits  exist  in  bodies 
of  flesh,  it  is  only  because  it  is  such 
a  common  fact  that  we  fail  to  recog¬ 
nize  it  as  the  profound  mystery  it 
is,  and  fail  also  to  realize  just  how 
little  we  do  know  about  how  it  can 
be.  Fortunately,  it  is  not  necessary 
for  us  to  understand  either  in  order 
to  believe  both'. 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  Bible  at 
all,  we  must  accept  the  fact  that 
Christ  did  exist  on  earth  in  human 
form  and,  for  the  time,'  with  many 
of  our  human  limitations.  However, 
He  performed  such  miricles,  He  re¬ 
vealed  so  much  of,  divine  truth  and 
He  held  every  virtue  of  life  in  such 
perfect  balance  and  perfection  in 
His  life  that  we  are  forced  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  He  was  more  than  man. 
He  was,  “The  Word  made  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us  and  we  beheld  his 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  be- 
botten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth.” 

The  Nature  of  The  Christ  Child 

In  Matthew  and  Luke  we  find  a 
record  of  many  facts  about  the  birth 


of  Jesus  in  Bethlehem.  They  gave 
us  the  story  of  the  Wise  Men  and  the 
star;  the  shepherds  and  the  angelic 
choir,  the  Baby  wrapped  in  swad¬ 
dling  Cloths  and  the  manger  in 
which  He  lay. 

Perhaps  John  knew  that  these 
facts  were  a  matter  of  record.  He 
seemed,  in  the  beginning  of  his  Gos¬ 
pel,  to  be  concerned  that  the  world 
know  something  of  the  NATURE  of 
the  Christ  of  Bethlehem,  as  well  as 
the  incidents  connected  with  His 
birth.  It  is  quite  easy  to  grow  senti¬ 
mental  about  a  baby,  any  baby.  John 
would  have  us  realize  that  this  Baby 
cradled  in  a  manger  is  more  than 
just  an  attractive,  winsome  baby 
that,  for  the  time,  was  the  center  of 
so  much  activity.  In  what  way  was 
this  Baby  so  different  from  any  oth¬ 
er  baby  ever  born  on  earth? 

(1)  This  Baby  was,  in  a  very  real 
sense  the  Son  of  God.  While  John, 
in  his  Gospel,  gives  nothing  of  the 
details  of  the  birth  of  Jesus,  he  does 
repeatedly  refer  to  Him  as  the  “only 
begotten  Son”  of  God.  In  this  he 
recognized  that  the  birth  of  Jesus 
was  not  after  the  common,  normal 
human  birth. 

(2)  Furthermore,  this  Baby  exist¬ 
ed  “in  the  beginning.”  He  had  exist¬ 
ed  through  the  eternity  of  the  past 
and,  being  God,  would  exist  through 
the  eternity  of  the  future. 

(3)  This  Baby  was  a  distinct  per¬ 
sonality  in  itself,  but  it  was  also 
one  with  God  the  Father. 

(4)  This  Infant  in  Bethlehem, 
helpless  as  He  appeared  to  those 
who  saw  Him,  was  the  Creator  of 
all  things. 

(5)  The  Baby  at  Bethlehem  was 
to  be  the  light  and  life  of  the  world. 
He  was  bringing  a  light  into  the 
world  that  the  darkness  of  earth 
“could  not  overcome.” 

(6)  This  Child  had  within  Himself 
the  power  to  open  the  way  for  the 
multitudes  to  “become  children  of 
God.” 

The  Christ  of  Bethlehem,  who  is, 
or  should  be  in  the  center  of  our 
thoughts  at  this  Christmas  time,  was 
infinitely  more  than  a  baby.  He 
was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the 
Saviour  of  the  world. 

A  Man  Sent  From  God 

In  the  midst  of  his  discussion  of 
the  nature  of  Christ,  John  injects  a 
statement  about  John  the  Baptist, 
the  great  preacher  of  righteousness 
who  came  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  acceptance  of  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah. 

His  was  a  remarkable  ministry. 
He  preached  to  great  multitudes  of 
people  and  baptized  them.  When 
Jesus  presented  Himself  for  bap¬ 
tism,  John  recognized  Him  as  the 
Messiah  and  pointed  Him  out  as  the 
“Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world.” 

Not  only  was  John’s  ministry  re¬ 


markable  but  his  attitude  was  also 
remarkable.  John  did  what  few  are 
willing  to  do.  He  voluntarily  accept¬ 
ed  second  place  to  Jesus  when,  at 
least  for  a  time,  he  might  have  had 
first  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many 
followers. 

In  our  thinking,  one  of  the  most 
profound  mysteries  in  Christian  his¬ 
tory  is  the  fact  that  Jesus,  preaching 
in  Palestine  at  the  time  and  profit¬ 
ing  by  the  ministry  of  John  in  pre- 
paririg  the  way  for  Him,  allowed 
John  to  be  imprisoned  and  later  ex¬ 
ecuted  without  any  recorded  effort 
to  savehim.  When  we  feel  that  our 
way  is  hard  and  mysterious,  let  us 
remember  the  experiences  of  John 
the  Baptist. 

The  World  Knew  Him  Not 

When  Jesus  came,  fulfilling  the 
prophecy  of  the  Old  Testament  of  a 
promised  Messiah,  He  came  so  dif¬ 
ferently  and  worked  so  differently 
than  the  Jews  had  expected,  that  no 
one  accepted  Him  for  what  He  real¬ 
ly  was. 

While  the  Wise  Men  traveled  long 
distances  to  see  Christ,  they  were 
searching  for  one  who  was  born 
“King  of  the  Jews.”  They  brought 
with  them  material  gifts  such  as 
loyal  subjects  might  lay  at  the  feet 
of  any  earthly  new-born  Prince. 
There  is  little  to  indicate  that  they 
recognized  Him  as  anything  more 
than  the  promised  Messiah  who 
would  lead  the  Jews  in  regaining 
something  of  their  national  glory  as 
it  existed  in  the  Kingdorfi  of  David. 

The  shepherds  returned  to  their 
work,  after  seeing  the  Baby  in  the 
manger,  “glorifying  and  praising 
God  for  all  the  things  that  they  had 
heard  and  seen,”  but  no  one  would 
feel  that  the  shepherds  grasped  the 
full  import  of  the  meaning  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus. 

The  enemies  of  Jesus  “knew  Him 
not.”  Jesus,  in  praying  for  them, 
said,  “Father  forgive  them  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do:”  The  Jew¬ 
ish  Church  of  the  day  “knew  him 
not”  and  was  the  agency,  more  than 
any  other,  that  was  responsible  for 
His  crucifixion.  The  family  of  Jesus 
“knew  him  not”  and  at  one  time 
thought  He  had  lost  His  mind.  His 
closest  friends,  the  apostles,  did  not 
really  know  Him  while  He  was  with 
them.  They  too  felt  all  the  while 
that  He  was  to  set  up  an  earthly 
kingdom.  They  even  sought  places 
of  honor  in  such  a  kingdom.  Even 
after  His  resurrection  they  asked 
Him,  “Wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore 
again  the  kingdom  of  Israel?”  It 
was  only  after  His  ascension  that 
they  began  to  realize  something  of 
His  real  mission  in  the  world. 

Many  today,  even  among  His  pro¬ 
fessed  followers,  have  difficulty  in 
recognizing  Him  as  the  only  possible 
,  way  out  of  the  pit  of  darkness  into 
which  sin  has  plunged  the  world. 
Many  fail  to  recognize  Him  also  as 
the  only  hope  for  the  individual  who 
would  be  saved  here  and  hereafter. 

The  Power  To  Become 

The  Christ  Child  of  Bethlehem 
was  not  only  Himself  the  “only  be¬ 
gotten  Son”  of  God,  but  He  had  the 
wisdom  and  the  power  to  enable  “all 
who  received  him,  who  believed  in 
his  name  ...  to  become  children 
of  God.” 

A  glorious  thing  about  the  Christ 
of  Christmas  is  the  fact  that  He 
blessed  and  enriched  every  life  He 
touched,  if  that  life  had  faith  to  re¬ 
ceive  His  ministry.  He  made  the 
lame  to  walk,  the  blind' to  see,  the 
deaf  and  dumb  to  hear  and  speak. 


He  set  the  demon  possessed  free; 
He  even  made  the  dead  to  live  again. 

This  power  to  cause  men  to  be¬ 
come  revolutionized  obscure  tax- 
gatherers  and  unknown  fishermen 
and  caused  them  to  “become”  world 
leaders  who,  inspired  by  Christ, 
“turned  the  world  upside  down.” 
Saul,  one  of  the  countless  number 
of  Jews  who  tried  to  destroy  the 
Christian  faith,  touched  by  the  Spir¬ 
it  of  the  living  Christ,  received 
“power  to  become”  the  greatest 
force  for  good  in  the  world  since 
Jesus  ended  His  earthly  ministry  in 
Palestine. 

What  The  Birth  of  Jesus-Meant  To 
The  World 

At  this  Christmas  time  let  us  not 
be  so  enraptured  with  the  beautiful 
story  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem  that 
we  overlook  the  deeper  meaning  to 
the  world  of  Christ’s  coming. 

The  wonderful  event  in  Bethle¬ 
hem  was  not  simply  the  birthday 
of  the  Son  of  God  on  earth.  It  was 
the  birthday  also  of  the  world’s  con¬ 
ception  of  the  VALUE  OF  HUMAN 
PERSONALITY.  Life  was  cheap  in 
Christ’s  day.  It  was  so  cheap  that 
Jesus  kept  saying  to  people,  you  are 
of  more  value  than  sheep,  you  are 
more  valuable  than  oxen,  you  are 
more  valuable  than  birds  or  grass. 
In  these  strange  words,  Jesus  was 
talking  against  a  conviction  in  the 
hearts  of  people  that  the  masses 
were  of  little  worth. 

It  was  the  birthday  of  the  IDEAL 
OF  WORLD  BROTHERHOOD.  Until 
Jesus  came  and  taught  and  lived, 
the  ideal  that  we  are  all  sons  of  a 
common  Father,  hence  brothers,  had 
never  had  a  place  in  the  mind  of 
mankind. 

The  birthday  of  Jesus  was  also 
the  birthday  of  the  conception  of 
WORLD  PEACE.  True,  prophets 
had  talked  of  beating  swords  into 
plow  shares  and  spears  into  pruning 
hooks  but  their’s  was  an  idealistic 
dream,  a  hope  without  any  basic 
reason  for  its  realization.  When 
Jesus  convinced  the  world  of  the 
value  of  human  personality  and  the 
reality  of  the  brotherhood  of  man, 
He  gave  us  a  basic  reason  for  world 
peace. 

The  birthday  of  the  Christ  Child 
was  also  the  birthday  of  the  DIG¬ 
NITY  OF  HUMAN  LABOR.  Only 
slaves  and  the  very  poor  labored 
with  their  hands  in  the  days  of 
Jesus.  .  They  were  considered  little 
better  than  beasts  of  burden.  The 
enemies  of  Jesus  tried  to  destroy 
Him  by  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  ‘son  of  a  carpenter,” 
one  who  worked  with  his  hands. 
Since  His  day  the  honest  toiler  can 
look  the  world  in  the  face,  un¬ 
ashamed.  He  has  dignity,  honor  and 
position  in  the  world’s  life. 

With  the  birthday  of  Jesus  came 
the  birthday  of  the  ideal  of  POLIT¬ 
ICAL  FREEDOM.  In  that  day  rulers 
had  in  their  hands  the  unquestioned 
power  of  life  and  death  of  their 
subjects.  Herod  could  order  the  de¬ 
struction  of  every  male  baby  in  Pal¬ 
estine  under  two  years  old  simply 
to  protect  his  position.  So  far  as 
history  goes,  either  sacred  or  pro¬ 
fane,  there  was  not  even  a  protest 
of  the  dastardly  deed.  The  ideal  of 
political  freedom  and  personal  lib¬ 
erty  has  existed  from  that  day  until 
now. 
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New  Director  Named 
For  Area 
Methodist  Info. 

Miss  Jeanne  Mason,  Little  Rock, 
has  been  named  director  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Information  for  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Dr.  Aubrey  G. 
Walton,  Little  Rock,  chairman  of 
the  Commission  on  Methodist  In¬ 
formation  for  the  denomination  in 
the  two  states. 


Miss  Mason  assumed  her  new 


...  wst  \"+ 

MISS  JEANNE  MASON 


duties  of  area  director  of  the  of¬ 
ficial  news  agency  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Dec.  17,  according  to  the 
announcement  which  followed  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  Commission’s 
executive  committee. 

The  new  director  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ollie  Mason,  Car¬ 
lisle.  She  attended  Carlisle  Public 
Schools  and  Little  Rock  Junior 
College. 

At  Carlisle  High  School,  she  was 
editor  of  the  school  paper,  the  Bison 
Roundup;  and  served  on  the  staff 
of  the  school’s  yearbook.  She  was 
also  a  member  of  Quill  and  Scroll 
and  of  the  school  band.  At  Junior 
College  she  was  a  member  of  the 
A-Capella  Choir. 

Miss  Mason  resides  at  106  Deni¬ 
son,  is  a  member  of  Pulaski  Heights 
Methodist  Church,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Arkansas  Inspection 
and  Rating  Bureau  before  joining 
the  church  news  agency. 

She  succeeds  Mrs.  A.  E.  McDon¬ 
ald  who  has  been  director  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Information  for  the  area  since 
October  1954,  and  who  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Methodist,  Dec.  17. 


Song  Of  A  Modern  Madonna 

I  hold  my  son  ...  as  she  held  hers. 

My  son,  too,  is  a  miracle  of  God’s  creation, 

Making  my  mother’s  heart  sing  .  .  .  even  in  the  fear 
Of  uncertainty.  My  son,  too,  wears  borrowed  clothes; 

He  sits  in  the  dust  of  a  borrowed  land; 

He  feeds  from  a  borrowed  bowl,  filled  with  borrowed  milk. 
He  is  my  firstborn  .  .  .  and  I  hold  him  in  love, 

As  she  held  hers,  who  mothered  the  Son  of  the  One  God. 

By  Doris  Darnell,  M  C  0  R 


Convocation  Song  Leader  Named 


Fagan  Thompson,  North  Little 
Rock,  has  been  named  as  the  di¬ 
rector  of  music  for  the  area-wide 
Adult  Convocation  scheduled  for 
January  4-6,  according  to  Dr.  Ira  A. 
Brumley,  Conway,  General  Director 
of  the  Convocation. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  well  known  in 
the  south  as  a  song  leader  at  re¬ 
ligious  and  church  gatherings  and 
has  taught  training  courses  in 
church  music  in  this  Area. 

Mr.  Thompson  will  direct  convo¬ 
cation  singing  and  will  lead  one  of 
the  skill  groups  on  Saturday  after¬ 
noon. 

More  than  1000  adults  from  the 
three  conferences  of  the  area  are 
expected  to  be  in  attendance  at  the 
convocation,  according  to  Dr.  Roy 
E.  Fawcett,  Little  Rock,  convoca¬ 
tion  director  of  registration. 

Bishop  Charles  W.  Brashares, 
Chicago,  Dr.  J.  McFerrin  Stowe, 
Oklahoma  City,  and  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin,  Little  Rock,  will  be  inspira¬ 
tional  speakers  for  the  convocation. 


Other  leaders  include  Dr.  M.  Leo 
Rippy,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Dr.  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  Little  Rock. 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Shreveport, 
is  director  of  sixteen  different  Re¬ 
sponsibility  and  Skill  Groups  which 
are  scheduled  for  Saturday. 

It  is  expected  that  teachers,  class 
presidents,  workers  with  adults, 
pastors,  and  district  superintendents 
from  throughout  the  area  will  be  in 
attendance  at  the  convocation.  Rev. 
George  Meyer,  Little  Rock,  direc¬ 
tor  of  housing,  urges  that  those 
planning  to  attend  make  hotel  res¬ 
ervations  in  advance  to  insure  ac¬ 
commodations. 

Dr.  Brumley  also  points  out  that 
those  registering  for  the  convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  insured.  For  those  reg¬ 
istering  in  advance,  the  insurance 
coverage  will  include  transportation 
to  Little  Rock.  Leaders  urge  that 
registration,  including  $3.00,  be 
made  with  the  executive  secretary 
of  each  conference  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation. 


Raymond  Church 
Dedicates  New 
Pulpit,  Peivs 

The  Raymond  Methodist  Church 
dedicated  and  used  for  the  first 
time  a  set  of  pulpit,  chairs,'  and 
pews  in  an  impressive  service  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  December  2.  The  ded¬ 
ication  service  as  arranged  by  the 
minister, ->Rev.  C.  B.  Krumnow  read 
in  part: 

“In  1894  the  people  of  this  com¬ 
munity,  having  already  formed  a 
congregation  which  was  meeting  in 
homes  over  the  community,  felt  the 
need  of  a  church  building  in  which 
to  worship  God.  As  a  result  of  their 
prayers  and  efforts,  this  building 
was  erected.  The  lumber  was 
hauled  by  ox-cart  across  the  prair¬ 
ie.  The  people,  largely  with  their 
own  hands,  built  the  place  of  wor¬ 
ship. 

“Pews  and  furnishings  were 
needed,  of  course,  along  with  the 
building.  A  cabinet  saw  shop  was 
givep  the  order  for  the  first  set  of 
pews.  Brother  Earl  M.  Brown 
hauled  the  pews  also  by  oxen  team 
across  the  prairie  to  the  church. 
Here  for  sixty-two  years  the  old 
pews  have  invited  the  people  to 
‘come  and  rest  awhile  and  pray.’ 
We  know  the  lovely  new  pews  and 
pulpit  will  give  the  same  invita¬ 
tion,  and  that  our  people  will  heed 
their  call.” 

Mr.  Brown,  who  helped  organize 
the  congregation  in  1889  and  helped 
build  the  church  a  few  years  later, 
was  given  a  lovely  sovenir  ox-cart 
on  the  sixty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  congregation,  and  it  was  on  dis¬ 
play  at  the  Sunday  service. 
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Open  House  Held  For  New  Pineville  Parsonage 


Open  house  was  held  recently  at 
the  new  parsonage  of  the  Pineville 
First  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  John  F.  Kilpatrick,  the 
Pineville  pastor  and  his  wife,  greet¬ 
ed  the  guests  at  the  event. 

The  Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  Alex¬ 
andria  District  Superintendent,  con¬ 
ducted  the  opening  ceremony  which 
was  held  Nov.  18.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kil¬ 
patrick  and  his  family  moved  into 
the  new  parsonage  at  102  Burns 
Street,  Nov.  1. 

The  commercial  trend  in  Pine¬ 
ville  caused  the  church  to  see  fit 
to  sell  the  old  parsonage  and  pur¬ 
chase  a  new  one.  The  new  structure 
has  three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  and 
a  den,  in  addition  to  kitchen,  dining 
room,  living  room,  and  large  front 
and  back  screened  porches. 

The  house  contains  2000  square 
feet  of  floor  space  and  is  located 
on  a  lot  125  feet  deep  with  a  145 
foot  frontage. 
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A  Christmas  Meditation 


The  Festival  Of 
Power  and  Love 


By  F.  Townley  Lord 
London,  England 


WHATEVER  else  Christmas  may  have  done,  it  has  set  the  Church 
to  singing.  It  supplies  the  three  factors  which  Bernard  Manning 
found  in  the  great  hymns  of  Charles  Wesley:  “the  solid  structure 
of  historic  dogma,  the  passionate  thrill  of  present  experience,  the 
glory  of  a  mystic  sunlight  coming  directly  from  another  world.” 

I  doubt  if  there  is  any  Christmas  hymn  more  widely  known  than  that  of 
Nahum  Tate  and  Nicholas  Brady  “While  shepherds  watched  their  flocks 
by  night.”  It  has  been  described  as  a  word-picture  of  great  beauty.  Nahum 
Tate  was  once  a  poet-laureate;  he  died  in  a  debtors’  prison.  Nicholas  Brady 
was  once  a  royal  chaplain;  he  ended  his  days  in  poverty.  Yet  these  two, 
bequeathing  nothing  else,  left  us  a  legacy  which,  coming  into  royal  home 
and  humble  cottage,  has  spread  its  warm  glow  across  256  winters. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  glow.  Let  the  icy  blasts  do  what  they  will, 
yet  as  soon  as  the  Christmas  festival  comes  round  there  steals  across  the 
heart  a  gentle  breeze  as  of  summer.  Wrote  Sir  Walter  Scott: 

The  wind  is  chill 

But  let  it  whistle  as  it  will, 

We’ll  keep  our  Christmas  merry  still. 

Stony  hearts  are  softened.  The  selfish  people  of  this  world  warm  to 
unwonted  generosity.  We  feel,  as  at  no  other  season,  that  it  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive. 

Season  Of  Love  And  Power 

This  is  the  season  of  infectious  friendliness  that  gathers  air  mankind 
within  the  circle  of  brotherhood.  Listening  once  again  to  the  bells  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  we  feel  within  us  a  stirring  of  power  like  that  of  which  Sir  Winston 
Churchill  has  lately  written  in  his  eulogy  of  Alfred  the  Great:  “a  power 
to  rise  above  the  whole  force  of  circumstances,  to  remain  unbiased  by  the 
extremes  of  victory  or  defeat,  to  persevere  in  the  teeth  of  disaster,  to  greet 
returning  fortune  with  a  cool  eye,  to  have  faith  in  men  after  repeated 
betrayals.” 

This  is  the  yearly  miracle  repeated  amid  the  winter  snows.  We  may 
well  ask  why  the  Christmas  message  has  such  power.  Why,  asked  an  edi¬ 
torial  writer  in  The  London  Times,  does  Christmas  survive  the  shocks  of 
tiine  and  circumstances,  and  pass  unscathed  through  changes  that  uproot 
so  much  that  is  familiar  in  the  heritage  of  the  past?  Let  another  famous 
journal  supply  the  answer.  Commenting  on  the  words  from  Matthew, 
“Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  this  wise,”  the  late  H.  Wilson  Harris 
writing  editorially  in  The  Spectator  gave  his  view  that  the  essential  fact  is 
the  birth  of  Christ,  not  that  the  birth  of  Christ  was  on  this  wise  or  that  wise. 
We  may  marvel  at  the  angels’  song,  the  shepherds’  awe  and  wonder,  the 
incomparable  poetry  of  the  Magnificat,  the  tender  picture  of  Mary  of  whom 
Chesterton  wrote:  / 

The  Christ-Child  stood  on  Mary’s  knee, 

His  hair  was  like  a  crown. 

And  all  the  flowers  looked  up  at  Him 
And  all  the  stars  looked  down. 

But  deeper  than  the  romantic,  pictorial  setting  of  the  great  event  is 
the  fact  itself.  Once,  long  ago,  Jesus  was  born.  For  a  long  time  now  we 
have  nourished  our  strongest  hopes  on  that  fact.  „ 

Even  the  unorthodox  can  pay  tribute  to  this.  H.  G.  Wells  concluded  his 
Short  History  of  the  World  with  a  chronological  table.  He  gave  us  a  list  of 
dates,  beginning  with  far-famed  Egypt,  Rome,  Assyria,  Persia;  he  recalled 
the  stalwarts  of  the  ancient  days,  Cyrus,, Phliip  of  Macedon,  Pompey,  Caesar 
Augustus.  Then  came  another  date — “birth  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth:  Christian 
Era  begins.”  Wells  preferred,  as  he  said,  to  keep  history  and  theology  apart. 
But  you  cannot  keep  history  apart  from  anything — politics,  economics, 
culture,  literature,  religion.  How  impossible  it  is  to  keep  the  Christmas 
date  in  the  calendar  apart  from  theology!  The  inspired  author  of  the 
Fourth  Gospel  felt  this  so  strongly  that  he  chose  to  include  in  his  opening 
chapter  this  tremendous  assertion:  “And  the  Word  was  made  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us;  and  we  beheld  His  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only-begotten 
of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth.” 

Christmas  And  Incarnation 

Christmas  is  thus  inseparable  from  God.  Dwell,  if  you  like,  on  Mary,  as 
the  world’s  artists  have  done,  depicting  in  Italian,  Flemish,  German,  Span¬ 
ish  genius  the  mother  holding  her  child  before  the  world;  or  on  the  shep¬ 
herds  whom  Milton  described  as  “simply  chatting  in  a  rustic  row;”  or  on  the 
wise  men  bringing  their  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh,  their  bejeweled 
robes  in  colourful  contrast  to  the  dull  tones  of  the  manger.  Dwell  on  all 
these  ...  yet  your  attention  is  inevitably  drawn  to  the  central  figure;  in 
gratitude  you  learn  that  the  rude  manger  contains  God’s  greatest  gift  to 
the  world,  Himself. 

This  is  the  meaning  of  the  Incarnation.— An  empire  which  already  knew 


From  a  Nativity  painting  by  Ki-Chang  Kim,  a  Christian  artist  of  Korea,  who  has 
caught  the  still  hush  of  the  Bethlehem  manger,  even  in  a  land  that  has  known  violence 
and  terror.  His  Korean  Nativity  shows  the  wise  men  and  the  shepherds  as  Korean 
scholars  and  farmers,  kneeling  in  worship.  That  picture  could  come  only  out  of  great 
suffering  and  a  deep  Christian  faith  in  the  One  who  said,  “My  peace  I  give  unto  you.” 

a  Jupiter  sitting  high  on  Olympus  and  hurling  thunderbolts  now  comes  to 
know  a  Saviour  whose  only  gifts  are  grace,  forgiveness,  peace.  Men  are  to 
know  from  now  on  that  the  greatest  fact  about  our  world  is  that  God  is  in 
it:  God  with  His  offer  of  power  and  life. 

Christmas  And  The  Modern  World 

And  if  the  birth  of  Jesus  was  challenging  to  the  Empire  the  Romans  had 
built  up  with  such  skill,  it  is  even  more  challenging  to  our  modern  world. 
We  may  still  travel  the  roads  in  Europe  which  Roman  engineers  laid  down 
with  such  skill,  but  if  today  we  lift  up  our  eyes-  to  the  blue  skies  we  behold 
something  Roman  legionaries  never  dreamed  of  .  .  .  winged  messengers  of 
death.  Early  Christian  writers  often  contrasted  an  empire  based  on  military 
power  with  a  Kingdom  based  on  God’s  offer  of  grace,  mercy  and  peace. 
For  us  the  contrast  is  even  more  startling.  We  are  required  to  contrast  the 
blessed  reign  of  God  in  human  hearts  with  a  future  based  on  atomic  destruc¬ 
tion.  Is  it  surprising  that  some  hear  nothing  but  mockery  in  the  sound  of 
the  bells  of  Bethlehem?  Vain  sound,  they  think  remembering  how  the 
nations  now  experiment  with  devastating  bombs.  They  feel  like  Longfellow 
(and  with  greater  reason)  when  he  wrote: 

And  in  despair  I  bowed  my  head. 

“There  is  no  peace  on  earth,”  I  said: 

For  hate  is  strong 

And  Mocks  the  song 

Of  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men. 

Moods  like  this  are  bound  to  assail  us  as  we  reflect  on  the  sad  plight  of 
the  modern  world.  The  young  people  in  our  churches  have  never  known 
any  other  situation  than  world  tension.  All  they  know  is  that  hostility  and 
suspicion  prevail  across  the  continents.  A  considerable  part  of  their  incomes 
goes  to  the  construction  of  death-dealing  devices  which  are  so  frightening 
in  their  menace  to  human  happiness.  Can  it  be  wondered  at  that  a  note  of 
cynicism  creeps  into  their  outlook?  Where  can  they  turn?  Does  world 
statesmanship  offer  a  way  out?  Is  our  unexampled  advance  in  scientific 
power  ushering  in  a  brighter  day?  Have  our  economists  any  soothing  word 
to  offer? 

This  mood  is  understandable  enough;  but  it  is  a  mood  in  which  we  dare 
not  linger.  So  we  do  well  to  recall  that  Longfellow’s  sad  verse,  already 
quoted,  was  followed  by  another.  He  wrote: 

They  pealed  the  bells  more  loud  and  deep. 

“God  is  not  dead,  nor  doth  He  sleep! 

The  Wrong  shall  fail, 

The  Right  prevail, 

With  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men.” 

That,  if  you  like,  is  a  faith;  but  it  is  a  faith  by  which  men  can  live. 

(Continued  on  page  3) 
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THE  FESTIVAL  OF  POWER 
AND  LOVE 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

Life  And  Peace  And  Christmas 

In  a  classic  passage  in  his  epistle 
to  the  Romans,  Paul  brought  to¬ 
gether  two  ideas  which,  in  our  ex¬ 
perience,  are  rarely  found  together. 
“To  be  carnally  minded  is  death,” 
he  wrote;  “but  to  be  spiritually 
minded  is  life  and  peace.”  It  is  this 
last  conjunction  of  ideas  that  is  so 
challenging.  “Life  and  peace.”  These 
two  words  stand  for  realities  not 
often  found  in  partnership.  Unhap¬ 
pily  we  know  more  about  life  and 
struggle,  life  and  anxiety,  life  and 
frustration,  life  and  fear.  Were  the 
apostle  writing  in  the  twentieth  in¬ 
stead  of  in  the  first  century  he 
would  surely  find  additional  argu¬ 
ments  for  the  contrast  he  made  be¬ 
tween  the  carnal  and  the  spiritual 
mind.  Few  would  deny  that  our  age' 
is  materially  jninded,  economically 
minded,  mechahically  minded.  Some 
would  go  further  and  declare  with 
Paul  Tillich  that  for  multitudes 
death  has  obliterated  the  meaning 
and  power  of  life.  He  writes,  “Death 
has  become  powerful — that  is  to  say 
that  the  End,  the  finite,  and  the 
limitations  and  decay  of  our  being 
have  become  visible.” 

Into  these  gloomy  thoughts  steals 
again  the  music  from  Bethlehem,  to 
remind  us  that  God’s  will  is  life, 
His  own  life  entering  into  ours.  This 
is  the  greatest  gift  mankind  ever 
received,  so  great  indeed  that  Paul 
could  only  describe  it  as  “unspeak¬ 
able.”  These  are  the  thoughts  which 
flood  our  minds  with  light  and  hope 
as  we  bend  before  the  manger 
cradle;  that  God  has  come  into  a 
world  of  weariness  and  despair, 
bringing  life  and  immortality  to 
light,  opening  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  to  all  believers.  In  the  words 
of  an  old  Methodist  preacher  Jesus 
has  “spanned  Sinai  with  a  rain¬ 
bow,”  proclaiming  the  infinite  love 
of  God  to  a  world  of  sinners. 

Like  most  ministers  I  have  on  the 
shelves  of  my  library  an  array  of 
books  in  which  the  theologians  of 
the  centuries  have  tried  to  come  to 
terms  with  the  meaning  of  the  In¬ 
carnation.  The  latest  addition  to 
those  volumes  leads  us,  if  we  have 
patience,  into  involved  discussions  of 
what  Kierkegaard  called  the  “Divine 
Invader,”  and  the  mysteries  of 
Existentialism,  and  Bultmann’s  “de- 
mythologisation”  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  “Proclamation.”  We  may  not 
undervalue  the  work  of  these  mod¬ 
ern  writers,  but  Lfind  myself  re¬ 
flecting  that  the  shepherds  of  whom 
we  read  in  the  Gospels  would  have 
been  hopelessly  bewildered  by  such 
language.  Not  least  among  the  at¬ 
tractions  of  the  gospel  record  is  the 
simplicity  of  its  language.  The  pro- 
foundest  of  all  truths  was  declared 
in  the  simplest  of  settings  and  in 
terms  which  the  wayfaring  man  can 
understand.  The  Christmas  story 
bids  us  leave  behind  the  complex, 
the  elaborate,  and  dwell  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  with  a  mother  whose  heart 
leaps  with  joy  as  she  hears  a  baby 
cry;  and  with  shepherds  into  whose 
fear  and  awe  came  the  assuring 
word  “I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people.” 

There  can  be  nothing  better  for 
any  of  us — industrialists,  statesmen, 
economic  planners,  ordinary  folk  go¬ 
ing  about  our  undistinguished  tasks 
— than  to  say  to  one  another  what 
the  shepherds  said  long  ago:  “Let 
us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem, 
and  see  this  thing  which  is  come  to 
pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made 
known  unto  us.” 


A  Christmas  Story  For  The  Children 


One  Small  Angel 

By  Katherins  McCaskill 
Malvern,  Arkansas 


All  day  the  heavens  had  been 
astir.  The  older  angels  bustled  a- 
bout  in  a  flurry,  dusting  and  rear¬ 
ranging  the  fleecy  clouds,  polish¬ 
ing  .the  stars  until  the  luster  fairly 
blinded  one.  They  tuned  the  harps, 
lyres,  cymbals  —  all  the  heavenly 
musical  instruments  to  the  most 
musical  pitch. 

Never  before  had  the  heavens 
been  in  such  a  hub-bub! 

The  Small  Angel  knew  the  un- 
ususal  happenings  were  taking 
place.  S'he  wandered  about,  getting 
in  the  way,  peering  around  and 
under  the  clouds,  with  childish 
curiosity  -  asking  questions'"  which 
the  busy  angels  v/ere  to  pre-ocupi- 
ed  to  hear.  The  Small  Angel  tagged 
along  behind  Martha,  begging  Mar¬ 
tha  to  explain  the  cause  of  so  much 
activity  but  Martha’s  only  answer 
was,  “Run  along  child,  I’m  too  busy 
to  explain  now.” 

This  was  most  unusual  because 
of  all  the  angels,  Martha  was  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  stop  whatever  task 
she  had  in  hand  to  sing,  play,  or 
tell  stories  to  the  Small  Angel. 

After  awhile,  near  dusk  the 
SYnall  Angel,  tired  from  running 
about,  sat  down  behind  a  soft, 
white  cloud  and  fell  asleep.  She 
was '  dreaming  wistfully  that  she 
was  resting  in  Martha’s  kind  arms 
when  a  tender  lullaby  wakened 
her.  Lo!  there  on  the  same  little 
cloud,  where  she  lay  sat  Martha, 
holding  a  tiny  baby!  Such  a  lovely, 
lovely  baby!  Like  no  baby  angel 
the  Small  Angel  had  ever  seen  be¬ 
fore.  A  baby  with  a  smile  filled 
with  glory,  but  with  sad,  all  seeing 
eyes. 

“Martha!  Where  did  you  get 
him?  He’s  so  sweet  and  beautiful,” 
asked  the  Small  Angel,  in  breath¬ 
less  surprise.  She  was  now  fully 
awake. 

“Hush!  Hush!  Child-Wait-You 
will  soon  see  The  Most  Marvelous 
Thing  in  all  the  earth  —  something 
no  men  who  lives  below  will  ever 
forget  —  something  that  is  to  hap¬ 
pen  only  once  —  something  to 
mean  salvation  to  sinful  man  — 
something  so  filled  with  glory  that 
the  mere  telling  will  cause  men  to 
pause  in  reverance  and  awe  — 
something  that  will  bring  joy,  good 
will  and  peace  on  earth  to  all  men, 
everywhere  —  and  you  my  sweet, 
my  Small  Angel  —  will  have  a 
part  in  this  great  event,  but  no  one 
but  you  and  I  will  know.” 

“This  tiny  Infant  I  hold  is  being 
sent  to  earth  to  live  and  to  minister 


An  Unusual 
Madonna 


Millions  of  people  will  become 
familiar  with  an  unusual  and  beau¬ 
tiful  Madonna  this  Christmas  sea¬ 
son.  Actually  it  is  just  a  part  of  a 
large  painting,  Flight  Into  Egypt, 
by  Murillo,  a  17th  century  Spanish 
painter.  Tl'ie  full  picture  shows 
Joseph  walking  beside  a  donkey  on 
which  Mary  and  the  baby  Jesus  are 
riding.  The  picture  is  reproduced  in 
full  color  on  the  cover  of  the 
Christmas  issue  qf  The  Upper 
Room,  daily  devotional  guide. 

That  art  speaks  -a  language  all 
can  understand  is  clearly  demon¬ 
strated  by  this  picture.  Christians, 
and  many  non-Christians,  around 
the  world  can  interpret  it  for 
themselves.  On  the  covers  of  all  of 
the  thirty-four  editions  of  The  Up¬ 
per  Room  the  picture  will  tell  its 
own  story,  but  the  name  of  the 
publication  and  the  text  matter  of 
the  devotions  will  be  translated 
into  the  29  lanuages  in  which  this 
devotional  guide  circulates. 


unto  —  yes,  even  to  die  for  man! 
The  Babe  will  soon  be  in  His  moth¬ 
er’s  arms  and  it  is  your  task,  my 
dear  Small  Angel,  to  fly  swiftly  to 
the  earth  and  place  Him  in  His 
mother’s  arms.  His  first  home  will 
be  in  a  stable,  His  cradle  a  manager 
-Bethlehem.  There  hangs  over  the 
place  where  His  mother  rests  a 
star,  bright,  glowing  and  five 
pointed.  All  day  the  angels  have 
worked  to  make  it  the  brightest  in 
all  heaven.  Give  the  Babe  to  His 


mother,  then  return  to  us.” 

The  Small  Angel  was  so  over¬ 
whelmed  by  surprise  and  awe  she 
was  speechless  —  Thoughts  flew 
through  her  head  —  Could  she  fly 
to  earth  carrying  the  wonderful 
One?  Perhaps  she’d  hold  Him  too 
tight-then  he’d  cry  —  would  he  slip 
from  her  arms  —  what  a  horrible 
thought!  —  no  —  she  was  too  small 

she  who  had  never  once  held  a 
baby  in  her  arms  —  to  be  chosen 
for  this  task?  How  could  she? 

Martha  seemed  to  read  these 
doubtful  thoughts.  “No  need  to 
worry  my  Small  One.  You  are  but 
an  instrument  of  The  Plan.  All  will 
be  well.  Have  faith  and  it  will  be 
so.”  |  .{ 

Martha  pointed  to  the  star.  She 
placed  the  Child  in  the  Small 
Angel’s  trembling  arms  and  gave 
her  a  gentle  push.  Off  the  cloud 
the  Small  Angel  flew,  holding 
tightly  to  the  cooing  Babe.  Down- 
down  flew  the  Shtiall  Angel  fol- 
1  owing  the  guiding  star.  Sure 
enough  the  Star  led  her  to  a  stable 
and  in  the  stable  by  the  little  lambs 
was  a  manger  filled  with  sweet 
smelling  hay.  The  Small  Angel  laid 
Him  gently  down,  brushing  His 
shining  countenance  with  her  lips. 
With  one  last  backward  look  the 
Small  Angel  winged  her  way 
swiftly,  upward. 

As  she  flew,  all  Heaven  opened 
and  from  its  shining  depth  rang 
songs  of  praise  and  joy. 

Now  the  Small  Angel  knew  why 
everyone  had  worked  to  have  the 
best. 

“Fear  not;  for  behold  I  bring  you 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be 
unto  all  people,  for  unto  you  is 
born  this  day  in  the  City  of  David, 
a  Saviour  Which  is  Christ  the 
Lord.” 

Again  and  again  rang  the  Hos¬ 
annas  and  the  hymn  “Glory  to  God 
is  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace 
and  good"  will  toward  all  men.” 

As  the  Small  Angel  rose  to  join 
in  the  heavenly  host  she  added  the 
sweet  piping  tones  of  her  voice  to 
that  of  the  heavenly  hosts. 

The  Small  Angel  knew  she  would 
never  be  afraid  again.  The  world 
and  its  people  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Master  and  no  one  need  ever 
be  afraid  again. 

The  Small  Angel  reached  the 
heavens  in  a  glow  of  joy.  Her  task 
over,  she  again  found  the  fleecy 
cloud  and  drifted  away  to  sleep 
while  the  songs  of  the  angels 
blended  with  her  dreams  of  peace 
on  earth,  forevermore. 
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GEORGIA  N.  McDonald 


USSR  Cables  Church 
Reply 

The  first  indication  of  the  atti¬ 
tude  and  activity  of  Russian 
churches  in  the  current  internation¬ 
al  crisis  in  Hungary  and  the  Middle 
East  has  been  revealed  in  a  cable¬ 
gram  from  Metropolitan  Nicolai  of 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  to 
the  president  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

President  Eugene  Carson  Blake 
who  led  an  American  deputation  of 
churchmen  to  Moscow  last  March, 
cabled  the  Metropolitan  on  Nov.  8 
expressing  the  hope  that  Christians 
in  the  USSR  will  “join  us  in  suppli¬ 
cation  to  Almighty  God  for  all  who 
suffer  and  hope  that  you  will  join 
in  sending  material  aid  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  victims  of  the  present  con¬ 
flicts.” 

In  his  cabled  reply  made  public 
today  at  NCC  Headquarters  in  New 
York,  Metropolitan  Nicolai  said  the 
churches  in  the  Soviet  Union  stand 
solidly  together  in  calling  for  an 
end  to  aggression  in  the  Middle 
East.  He  did  not  disclose  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  churches  toward  the 
political  situation  in  Hungary,  but 
said  the  churches  were  participat¬ 
ing  in  “material  aid”  being  extend¬ 
ed  by  the  Soviet  Government  to 
“those  who  suffer  in  Hungary.” 

Both  Dr.  Blake  and  the  Metropol¬ 
itan  commented  on  the  significance 
of  the  current  exchange.  Dr.  Blake 
noted  it  was  the  first  between 
American  and  Russian  churches  in 
an  international  crisis  since  the 
Communists  came  to  power  40 
years  ago.  Metropolitan  Nicolai  said 
“I  rejoice  at  this  new  manifestation 
of  our  communion  in  Christ.” 

The  Metropolitan,  who  is  foreign 
affairs  secretary  of  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church,  declared,  “With  all 
our  hearts  we  join  our  prayers  to 
yours  that  the  world  may  find  a 


Mrs.  Georgia  N.  McDonald,  who 
has  directed  the  Methodist  In¬ 
formation  and  public  relations  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area  since  October,  1954,  assumed 
new  responsibilities  this  week  as 
editorial  assitant  on  the  staff  of  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  and  The  Louis¬ 
iana  Methodist. 

Mrs.  McDonald  succeeds  Miss 
Annie  Winburne  who  tendered  her 
resignation  in  mid -October. 

In  her  new  duties,  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Donald  will  assist  editors  E.  T.  and 
Ewing  T.  Wayland  in  general  edi¬ 
torial  work.  She  and  her  husband, 
A.  E.  McDonald,  reside  at  9  Janmar 
Drive,  Little  Rock. 

Other  members  of  the  publica¬ 
tions’  staff  include  Mrs.  Esca  Rig- 
.  gin,  editorial  and  business  secre¬ 
tary,  and  Mrs.  Jane  Lee  Raiford, 
Little  Rock,  circulation  secretary. 


Methodist  Commission 
Cites  Radio  Show 
For  Hymn  Singing 

The  first  award  for  the  promotion 
of  hymn  singing  on  radio  by  the 
Television,  Radio  and  Films  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Methodist  Church 
was  presented  to  Galen  Drake,  pop¬ 
ular  CBS  Radio  star,  on  his  weekly 
“Galen  Drake  Show”  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  15.  William  Meadows,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Radio  and  Television 
Service  for  the  Methodist  Church, 
made  the  presentation. 

The  “Galen  Drake  Show,”  which 
features  a  selection  of  popular 
tunes,  interviews  with  interesting 
guests  and  homespun  wit  by  Mr. 
Drake,  started  using  hymns  as  part 
of  its  program  shortly  after  the 
show  made  its  debut  in  January, 
1953.  Immediate  listener  response 
was  so  gratifying,  according  to  Mr. 
Drake,  that  this  became  a  regular 
feature  of  the  program. 

In  recognition  of  the  special  cita¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Drake  will  lead  his  family 
of  vocalists — Sandy  Stewart,  Stuart 
Foster  and  Three  Beaus  and  a  Peep 
— in  a  rendition  of  the  Methodist 
hymn,  “Oh  for  a  Thousand  Tongues 
to  Sing,”  an  the  Dec.  15  program. 

Lou  Melamed  produces  the  “Gal¬ 
en  Drake  Show.” 


just  solution  to  the  problems  in  the 
Middle  East  without  further  vio¬ 
lence  or  bloodshed.  We  fully  share 
your  faith  that  all  misunderstand¬ 
ings  and  disputes  among  the  na¬ 
tions  have  a  peaceful  outcome  and 
we  join  with  '■your  work  on  this 
(matter)  .  .  .  We  shall  devotedly 
and  unceasingly  labor  for  peace  as 
the  final  goal  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  on  earth.  We  are  still  living  in 
our  common  decision  (taken  with 
you)  to  achieve  peace  on  earth.  In 
this  may  the  Almighty  God  help 
you  and  us.” 


Statement  On  The  Current  International 
Situation  Issued  By  The  Council  Of 
Bishops  Of  The  Methodist  Church 

December  12,  1956 


Council  of  Bishops  of  The  Methodist  Church  in  session  at  Pasadena,  California, 
arl  hour  when  disaster  threatens  humanity.  We  summon  the  people  called 
Methodists  to  penitential  prayer  to  seek  God’s  forgiveness  for  any  word  or  act  of 
omission  or  commission  that  may  have  contributed  to  the  disunity  of  our  day. 


*iJhe  u^a9ic  events  ln  Hungary  have  brought  into  bold  relief  practices  that  are  inherent 
in  the  philosophy  upon  which  totalitarian  tyranny  is  based.  The  heroic  Hungarians,  who 
8  “own  hand  of  the  oppressor  for  a  brief  hour,  were  once  again  subjugated  by 

ruthless  and  overwhelming  force,  but  they  stand  in  their  suffering  as  symbols  of  the 
spirit  of  rebellion  that  lives  forever  in  the  hearts  of  men  created  to  breathe  free. 

There  can  be  no  freedom  for  any  man  until  all  men  are  free.  Freedom  cannot  be 
maintained  permanently  in  splendid  isolation,  not  in  “Fortress  America,”  nor  in 
isolated  pockets  anywhere.  It  must  be  universal. 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  should  offer  sympathy.  This  we  do  with  whole  heart.  The 
deportation  of  patriots  is  hypocr.sy  compounded,  matched  only  by  the  cynical  and  de¬ 
grading  duplicity  that  eventuates  in  the  shackling  of  the  mind.  Neither  sympathy  nor 
blazing  resentment  is  enough.  The  sinister,  sinful  situation  must  be  confronted  real¬ 
istically. 

Opening  the  doors  to  refugee  and  immigrant  is  necessary  but  insufficient.  Nor  is  the 
long  overdue  revision  of  the  ill-conceived  McCarran-Walter  Act  enough. 

Revolution  at  present  may  be  the  only  way  for  Hungarians  and  others  as  it  was  for 
the  United  States’  ear.y  history.  Reform  that  moves  toward  justice  may  be  possible 
where  freedom  lives.  But  revo.ution  and  reform  without  regeneration  will  not  do.  it  is 
a  new  spirit  that  must  infuse  mankind.  The  world  must  be  reborn. 

\  II 

The  American  people  must  rethink  their  world  responsibilities.  We  dare  not  buttress 
exploiting  and  feudalistic  regimes  in  areas  where  military  bases  are  needed,  and  thereby 
strengthen  the  exploiter  in  a  day  when  the  people  he  exp.o.ts  cry  for  political  freedom 
and  economic  justice.  Nor  dare  we  naively  shut  our  eyes  to  the  threat  to  liberty  that 
Soviet  power  and  practice  pose.  The  Soviet  structure  of  armed  power  rests  upon 
foundations  of  materialistic  atheism.  It  is  destitute  of  moral  scruple  and  devoid  of  moral 
principle.  We  ignore  at  our  peril  the  machinations  of  powerful  forces  determined  to 
master  mankind.  We  must  be  prepared  to  exercise  the  force  requisite  to  restrain  the 
aggressor.  But  how? 

Certainly  not  by  unilateral  action.  When  a  nation  acts  in  world  affairs  upon  its  own 
initiative,  it  becomes  Judge,  Jury,  and  executioner.  It  is  collective  peace  achieved  by 
collective  action  that  is  required.  This  involves  a  collective  agency,  which,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  exists:  the  United  Nations.  It  is  through  the  United  Nations  that 
force  under  Judicial  sanction  may  be  applied  when  aggression  occurs. 

We  rejoice  in  the  calm  wisdom  and  courage  of  President  Eisenhower’s  leadership 
in  this  crucial  hour.  He  has  insisted  that  force  in  support  of  law  shall  be  applied  by 
the  only  agency  legally  empowered  to  maintain  peaie,  the  United  Nations.  Nations 
pledged  to  the  Charter  must  not  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands.  To  do  so  is  to 
sanction  the  practice  of  the  totalitarian.  A  nation  that  acts  unilaterally  forfeits  the 
moral  position  that  nations  which  act  through  the  United  Nations  preserve. 

We  commend  the  Director  General  of  the  United  Nations  for  the  determination  and 
creativity  that  have  characterized  the  handling  of  the  Middle  East  crisis  and  the  policing 
of  a  war  area  in  the  name  of  world  law  and  order. 

Ill 

But  the  massing  of  force  even  by  the  United  Nations  is  not  enough.  The  minds  of 
men  must  be  reached  and  mastered  by  the  faith  that  undergirds  freedom,  that  proclaims 
the  dignity  of  the  individual,  that  enthrones  love  in  the  human  heart.  This  is  the  faith 
that  lies  in  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  Men  who  believe  in  God  the  Father 
Almighty,  who  hold  that  moral  law  is  written  into  the  nature  of  things,  and  who  believe 
that  man  is  under  the  Judgment  of  God,  must  close  ranks.  Let  them  stand  wherever 
they  are  for  the  proposition  that  we  are  endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  “inalien¬ 
able”  rights. 

The  state  does  not  confer  our  liberties;  it  merely  confirms  them.  They  belong  to  us 
because  we  are  the  sons  of  God.  We  are  endowed  with  them.  They  cannot  be  alienated. 
To  aidmit  that  the  state  confers  our  liberties  is  to  admit  that  the  state  can  take  them 
away. 

Let  us  teach,  with  increasing  fervor,  the  Christian  doctrine  that  man’s  relation  to 
God  is  personal,  direct,  immediate.  Nothing  can  separate  a  man  from  the  love  of  God. 
This  means  that  in  all  matters  affecting  our  eternal  welfare  we  are  beyond  the  reach 
of  any  human  dictator;  we  are  not  dependent  upon  any  human  institution.  We  can  face 
the  future  unafraid. 

'  IV 

Relief,  yes!  We  call  upon  our  people  to  give  generously  to  the  Methodist  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief. 

Res  stance,  yes  I  Tyranny  must  be  resisted;  first,  through  the  United  Nations,  the 
agency  of  world  law  and  order.  It  is  thus  that  the  forces  of  aggression  may  be  stopped. 
But  tyranny  must  be  resisted  in  the  realm  of  ideas.  This  cannot  be  done  by  ostracism 
and  boycott.  Does  this  mean  we  are  to  confer  with  unprincipled  plenipotentiaries?  It 
does,  even  though  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  signed  pledges  may  be  but  scraps  of 
paper.  Conference  may  do  its  transforming  work  and  effect  change  in  the  hardened 
heart  of  even  a  conspirator.  Negotiations  may  have  no  such  result,  but  the  conference 
table  does  become  a  sounding  board,  and  its  discussions  are  heard  even  behind  the 
iron  curtain.  The  story  of  world-wide  oppression  is  told,  the  suffering  of  the  subjugated 
in  satellite  states  is  made  known.  No  man,  not  even  a  dictator,  can  long  stand  against 
the  moral  condemnation  of  the  world. 

Resistance  involves  knowledge.  Our  people  must  become  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  work  of  our  leaders.  Let  us  support  where  in  conscience  we  can  and  criticize  where 
in  honesty  we  must.  But  let  us  be  informed.  We  must  know  the  United  Nations.  There 
are  forces  that  would  destroy  it.  Let  us  defend,  strengthen,  and  improve  it. 

We  must  restore  the  friendship  of  the  free  nations.  No  passing  crisis  must  be 
allowed  to  separate  those  whose  traditions  root  deep  in  a  common  faith  and  the  freedom 
that  emerges  from  it.  We  must  re-establish  the  unity  of  free  peoples. 

Regeneration,  yes!  Keep  the  evangelistic  and  educational  fires  burning.  We  must 
have  new  men  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  love  he  taught  and  revealed  is  the  only  unifying 
force  with  sufficient  cohesion  to  bind  men  in  fellowship.  The  crisis  calls  not  only  for  the 
mind  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus,  but  for  the  courage  and  urgency  manifest  by  our  Lord 
when  the  Temple  was  cleansed,  and  for  the  spirit  revealed  when  God’s  Son  carried  a 
Cross  to  Calvary. 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES  ABOUT  FACTS  AND  FOLKS 


NEW  TRUSTEES  of  the  New  Orleans  District 
elected  recently  are:  Henry  Walther,  Jr., 
Alfred  D.  Hanson,  and  Walter  Harris. 

ROBERT  P.  LAY,  Conference  Lay  Leader  was 
the  speaker  for  the  November  meeting  of 
the  East  Calcasieu  Methodist  Men’s  Club  at 
Henning  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Sulphur, 
where  Rev.  E.  R.  Haug  is  pastor. 

REV.  J.  H.  SEWELL,  pastor  of  the  Centenary 
Methodist  Church  of  Franklinton,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  monthly  business  session  of  the 
Official  Board  of  the  Varnado  Methodist  Church, 
where  Rev.  A.  N.  Baum  is  pastor. 

REV.  TROY  GARRETT,  pastor  of  the  Quitman 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  evangelist 
in  revival  service  held  at  the  Brownsville 
Methodist  Church,  Dec.  3-9,  where  Rev.  Paul 
Durbin  is  pastor. 

FAMILY  NIGHT  was  observed  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Wednes¬ 
day,  Dec.  12.  The  children  of  the  church  brought 
gifts  for  the  Navajo  Indian  children  in  New 
Mexico.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Paxton  was  in  charge  of 
arrangements.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

CHARLES  FLURRY  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
Youth  Fall  Action  Project  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  Sunday,  Dec. 
2.  He  centered  his  address  on  “The  Scientific 
Approach  to  the  Problem  of  Alcohol  and  Nar¬ 
cotics.”  Rev.  W.  R:  Wendt  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

JOHN  T.  CAMPBELL,  Minden,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  December  meeting  of  the 
Benton  Methodist  Men’s  Club.  Mr.  Campbell 
is  a  member  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden.  Roy  T.  Wesson 
is  president  of  the  Club.  Rev.  L.  A.  Carrington 
is  pastor  of  the  Benton  Church. 

DR.  JOE  J.  MICKLE,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado, 
Nov.  20.  A  brass  trio  from  the  El  Dorado  High 
School  band  supplied  the  musical  part  of  the 
program.  Dr.  Cecil  Culver  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

MEMBERS  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  are  gathering  Christmas  gifts  for 
patients  at  Central  Louisiana  Hospital  in  Pine- 
ville  for  the  third  successive  year.  The  patients 
service,  organization  seeks  to  give  each  of  the 
4,100  patients  in  the  hospital  a  gift  each  Christ¬ 
mas.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  ^  pastor  at  Trinity 
church. 

(’lECIL  RAMEY,  JR.,  Shreveport  attorney,  re- 
j  ceived  the  Shreveport  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce’s  annual  Outstanding  Young  Man  of 
the  Y?ar  award  Dec.  3.  Mr.  Ramey  is  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  and  lay  speaker  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church,  and  also  serves  on  the 
board  of  trustees.  He  is  married  and  has  three 
children. 

KENNETH  RIGSBY,  Shreveport  layman,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  worship 
service  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  Cou- 
shatta,  Sunday,  Dec.  2.  Rev.  Delton  Pickering, 
pastor  of  the  Crossroads  Methodist  Church,  was 
guest  preacher  for  the  evening  service.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  was  attend¬ 
ing  the  Council  of  Evangelism  meeting  at 
Purdue  University. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  IRA  M.  ROBINSON,  who 
were  married  in  Crowder,  Mississippi,  re¬ 
cently,  were  honored  at  a  reception  Friday, 
Nov.  30,  in  the  social  hall  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Lafayette,  where  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson 
is  associate  pastor.  Receiving  the  guests  with 
the  honored  couple  were  the  pastor,  Rev.  Fred 
S.  Flurry  and  Mrs.  Flurry  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Z.  T.  Gallion. 

REV.  ROY  GRANT,  pastor  of  the  Ringgold 
Methodist  Church,  has  appointed  the  fol¬ 


lowing  members  of  the  church  on  the  Finance 
and  Planning  Committee:  E.  B.  Gillion,  W.  A. 
Givans,  Arthur  Gray,  C.  H.  McDonald,  G.  O. 
Thomas,  S.  W.  Wilson,  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  McDon¬ 
ald.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Grant  reports  that  an  account 
has  been  opened  in  the  bank  under  the  name, 
“New  Building  Fund,”  Ringgold  Methodist 
Church,  with  $3,500.00  deposited  the  first  day. 

THE  MOTET  CHOIR  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  been  chosen  to 
broadcast  a  program  of  Christmas  music  over 
the  Mutual  Broadcasting  System.  The  program 
will  be  heard  on  Christmas  Day,  December  25, 
2:30-3:30  p.m.,  Central  Standard  Time.- The  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  carried  over  200  stations  and  will 
be  heard  in  Baton  Rouge  courtesy  Radio  Station 
WAFB.  The  choir  is  under  the  direction  of 
Marvin  Genuchi.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church. 

REV.  JOHN  KILPATRICK,  pastor  of  the  Pine- 
ville  Methodist  Church,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  November  meeting  of  the  recently  or¬ 
ganized  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Winnfield.  He  emphasized  four 
things  he  learned  while  visiting  England, 
France,  Switzerland  and  points  in  North  Africa, 
and  sang  a  number  of  songs,  accompanying 
himself  on  the  accordian.  Newly  elected  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Club  are:  Dr.  Ray  Jenkins,  president; 
Roland  Rogers,  vice-president;  Harry  "Disbrow, 
secretary;  and  George  H.  Larson,  reporter.  Rev. 
Luther  Booth  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

A  HARVEST  FESTIVAL  was  given  in  honor 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cavanaugh  and  fam¬ 
ily  at  the  recreation  hall  of  the  Gretna  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  recently.  The  fes¬ 
tival  was  in  the  form  of  a  pot  luck_  supper.  A 
skit  entitled  “This  Is  Your  Life”  was  presented. 
Special  guests  included  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole, 
pastor  of  the  Munholland  Methodist  church  of 
Metairie,  and  the  Paul  Houston  family  of  New 
Orleans,  who  were  former  members  at  a  Laf¬ 
ayette  church  where  Rev.  Mr.  Cavanaugh  served 
prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  Gretna  church. 
Miss  Eulah  Cato  was  narrator  for  the  skit. 

nnHE  MEMBERSHIP  of  First  Methodist 
"  Church,  Coushatta,  witnessed  the  unveiling 
of  a  new  Nativity  Scene  at  the  close  of  the 
Sunday  evening  service  of  worship,  Dec.  9.  The 
new  scene  has  been  erected  on  the  church  lawn, 
and  features  16  life  size  figures  centered 
aroun.  '  ':e  traditional  manger  scene.  Beautiful 
lights  br.r.s  out  the  many  different  colors  to 
the  background  of  Christmas  carols.  The  total 
investment  of  some  $1,500.00  was  made  possible 
through  the  gifts  of  different  members  of  the 
church,  where  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  is 
pastor. 

ON  SUNDAY,  Dec.  23  at  7:30  p.m.,  the  Lake 
Vista  Methodist  Church  will  hold  its  annual 
Christmas  vesper  service,  which  will  open  with 
the  singing  of  traditional  Christmas  carols  and 
the  reading  of  the  Christmas  scriptures.  The 
combined  youth  and  adult  choirs  of  the  church 
will  present  the  J.  S.  Bach  cantata,  “For  To 
Us  A  Child  Is  Born.”  The  choirs  will  be  directed 
by  Miss  Beatrice  Baldinger  and  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Guy  L.  Smith.  Soloists  will  be  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Allen,  William  Byron  Morgan  and  Wiliiam 
P.  Whitesides.  The  vesper  program  will  be  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  candle-lighting  service  conducted 
by  the  minister,  Rev.  Clyde  nC.  Frazier,  Jr. 

REV.  W.  H.  GILES,  pastor  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Church,  Bo- 
galusa,  was  guest  evangelist  for  the  revival 
services  of  the  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Dec.  2-8.  The  services  were  held  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  Hall,  the  temporary  quarters  of  the 
church,  and  are  the  culmination  of  a  special 
drive  in  the  church  for  a  new  building  which  is 
to  be  constructed  at  the  church  on  the  Mer 
Rouge  road.  During  the  two  weeks  prior  to  the 
revival,  $22,500  was  paid  or  pledged  to  the 
building  fund  toward  the  goal  of  $37,500.  Miss 
Edna  Blethen,  choir  director,  was  in  charge  of 
music  for  the  revival.  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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REV.  JOLLY  B.  HARPER,  pastor  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  was  the  guest 
evangelist  in  revival  services  held  at  the  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  Dec.  2-9.  In 
connection  with  the  revival  there  was  a  youth 
activities  program  for  the  youth  division  of  the 
church.  Each  weekday  evening  at  6  o’clock  the 
youth  gathered  for  a  fellowship  supper  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  address  on  the  subjects  of  faith, 
pleasure,  Christian  citizenship,  evangelism,  vo¬ 
cations,  and  missions.  The  speakers  were  Mrs. 
J.  T.  Harris,  and  the  Reverends  W.  D.  Boddie 
of  Rayville;  Jolly  B.  Harper;  Kirby  Vining,  and 
Ben  Oliphint,  of  Monroe,  and  W.  D.  Milton  of 
West  Monroe.  The  youth  of  the  church  were 
in  charge  of  all  music  and  ushering  for  the 
revival.  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


TV  TO  BROADCAST 
NATIONAL  CATHEDRAL  SERVICES 
AND  HUNGARIAN  REFUGEES’ 
OBSERVANCES  ON  CHRISTMAS  EVE 

CBS  Television  will  present  two  hours  of 
special  Christmas  Eve  programming  when 
broadcasts  originate  from  Washington’s  Na¬ 
tional  (Episcopal)  Cathedral  and  the  Hungarian 
refugees’  barracks  at  Camp  Kilmer  on  Monday, 
Dec.  24,  from  11:30  P.M.  to  12:30  A.M.  and  from 
12:30  to  1:30  A.M.,  EST,  respectively. 

.  The  11:30  P.M.-12:30  A.M.  broadcast  airs 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion  under  Rev. 
Francis  P.  Sayre,  Jr.,  Dean  of  the  Cathedral. 
Bishop  Angus  Dun  will  deliver  the  sermon, 
while  Paul  Callaway  conducts  the  National 
Cathedral  Choir  and  Organ. 

From  12:30  A.M.  to  1:30  A.M.,  the  cameras 
view  Christmas  Eve  observances  by  the  Hun¬ 
garians  who  found  refuge  in  the  United  States 
after  the  recent  rebellion.  On  the  program  with 
the  refugees  at  New  Jersey’s  Camp  Kilmer  will 
be  Monsignor  Bela  Varga,  formerly  a  cabinet 
minister  in  Hungary  and  currently  chairman 
of  the  National  Hungarian  Council;  and  Father 
Alpar  Forro,  who  was  appointed  chaplain  for 
the  refugees  by  the  Bishop  of  Trenton. 

The  special  program  will  be  produced  for 
CBS  Public  Affairs.  Executive  producer  is 
George  Crothers,  Director  of  Educational  and 
Religious  Broadcasts. 


IMPORTANT  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  new  mailing  address  for  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  is  Post  Office  Box  1066,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas.  The  old  address  was  1136  Donaghey 
Building. 

We  are  not  receiving  bulletins  from  some 
of  the  churches  because  of  the  wrong  address, 
and  we  would  appreciate  this  change  in  ad¬ 
dress  being  made  as  soon  as  possible. 


NO  PAPER  NEXT  WEEK 

According  to  custom,  there  will  be  no  issue 
of  the  paper  next  week.  So  that  our  readers 
will  not  miss  a  Sunday  School  lesson,  the  les¬ 
sons  for  December  30  and  January  6  are  being 
carried  in  this  issue. 
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A  Lift  For  Living 


By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 


IS  CHRIST  COMING  FOR  CHRISTMAS? 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  in  the  air.  The  shop  windows  are  putting  on 
festive  garb,  the  trees  are  going  up  on  city  streets,  the  eyes  of  little  children 
are  starting  to  sparkle  with  expectancy,  in  fact  all  normal  persons  are 
beginning  to  feel  a  quickening  of  the  pulse. 

And  the  darkness  of  our  day  should  make  us  ap¬ 
preciate  the  deeper  meaning  of  the  Advent  season.  We 
who  have  been  waiting  through  two  World  Wars  for 
a  peace  which  does  not  come  can  comprehend  the 
gladness  which  ran  through  Israel  when  Isaiah  shouted: 
“The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great 
light.”  We  whose  hearts  go  out  to  the  oppressed  suffer¬ 
ers  in  Hungary  can  understand  how  the  downtrodden 
Hebrews  welcomed  the  prophet’s  promise  that  the  ex¬ 
pected  Messiah  would  set  up  a  kingdom  and  “establish 
it  with  judgment  and  justice  from  henceforth  even 
forever.” 

Hut  what  happened  to  that  promise  of  deliverance?  The  One  whom 
Christians  call  the  Messiah  did  come  19  centuries  ago,  and  yet  here  we 
are  in  the  midst  of  dangers  and  evils  very  similar  to  those  which  beset 
the  ancient  Jews.  How  can  we  work  ourselves  up  to  any  high  expectancy 
about  Christ’s  coming  when  those  old  expectations  seem  to  have  been  ex¬ 
ploded  by  the  failures  of  history?  Hence  many  of  us  will  listen  again  to 
the  Christmas  story  somewhat  as  we  go  to  see  a  beautiful  pageant  pro¬ 
duced  year  after  year.  So  often  we  hear  people  say,  “It  takes  children  to 
make  a  real  Christmas.”  So  we  shall  try  to  recapture  the  spirit  of  child¬ 
hood  and  make  merry.  But  do  we  expect  Christ  to  come  in  any  real  and 
vital  way? 

Are  we  to  conclude  with  the  Jews  the  Messiah  has  not  yet  come? 
Or  are  we  to  believe  with  those  who  hold  Christ  did  not  come  in  Judea  19 


centuries  ago,  and  is  to  come  again  in  the  clouds  of  heaven?  Or  is  He  here 
and  we  do  not  realize  His  presence?  When  and  how  does  Christ  come? 

In  the  great  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  we  find  the  Jews  look¬ 
ing  for  a  Messiah  who  would  restore  the  throne  of  David  and  the  glories 
of  Solomon.  Their  country  had  been  invaded.  Their  capital  city  had  been 
sacked  and  their  leaders  carried  away  in  captivity.  But  their  dream  of 
deliverance  would  not  die.  Surely  their  God  who  had  led  them  through 
the  wilderness  under  Moses  would  send  a  leader  to  restore  Zion. 

This  popular  expectation  smoldered  so  strongly  any  significant  or 
spectacular  event  could  stir  it  into  a  flame.  The  Nativity  stories,  with 
which  the  New  Testament  opens,  poetically  reveal  how  the  birth  of  Jesus 
in  Bethlehem  aroused  this  smoldering  hope.  According  to  the  account, 
the  Wise  Men  came  asking,  “Where  is  he  that  is  born  king  of  the  Jews?” 
This  report  awakened  the  fear  of  Herod,  whose  throne  would  be  threaten¬ 
ed  by  an  uprising  of  Jewish  patriotism  around  a  prospective  leader. 

But  the  Babe  born  in  Bethlehem  did  not  set  Himself  up  as  King.  He 
refused  the  crown  offered  by  His  countrymen.  When  He  was  tried  before 
Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  Jesus  said,  “My  Kingship  is  not  of  this  world; 
if  my  Kingship  were  of  this  world,  my  servants  would  fight.” 

Christ  did  not  fight  Herod  or  Caesar  with  arms.  But  He  unloosed  in 
the  world  such  a  spiritual  force  that  the  Herods  and  the  Caesars  have 
increasingly  been  toppled  from  their  thrones. 

Would  we  see  where  Christ  has  been  coming?  Then  look  at  the  empty 
seats  where  once  sat  the  Napoleons  and  the  Hitlers,  the  Mussolinis  and 
the  Stalins.  And  we  can  see  Him  coming  this  Christmas  in  the  flames  of 
freedom  burning  in  Hungary  and  in  the  storms  now  brewing  among  the 
disillusioned  Communists.  — - 

Yet  there  is  another  way  to  watch  for  Christ’s  coming.  It  is  the  way 
of  the  Judean  shepherds.  The  Wise  Men  were  looking  for  a  Savior.  The 
Song  they  heard  was:  “Unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a 
Savior  who  is  Christ  the  Lord.” 

Christmas  is  no  mere  pageant  of  past  performances.  Christ  is  our 
Eternal  Contemporary.  He  is  here  and  yet  ever  coming.  Look  around  you 
at  the  lives  He  is  changing. 


The 

Layman's  Column 

by 

Charles  A.  Stuck 
Lay  Leader 

North  Arkansas  Conference 


“IF  I  HAD  ONLY  KNOWN” 


The  Bethlehem  innkeeper  must  have  felt 
terrible  when  he  heard  about  it.  If  he  had  only 
known  that  he  was  passing  up  the  opportunity 
of  furnishing  the  birthplace  for  the  Saviour 
Jesus,  he  might  have  given  a  different  answer 
that  busy  winter  afternoon.  He  kept  telling 
himself,  though,  that  he  was  not  in  business 
for  his  health.  Besides,  an  inn  was  a  poor  place 
for  a  woman  to  have  a  baby. 

People  were  coming  in  from  everywhere 
’  to  stay  a  few  days  while  the  registration  was 
taking  place.  There  would  be  a  number  of  noisy 
eating  and  drinking  parties.  The  servants  had 
no  extra  time  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  a 
tiny  baby  and  its  young  mother.  Besides,  the 
father  didn’t  look  like  the  tipping  type.  Drunk 
people  always  tipped  better  than  sober  people, 
he  told  himself. 

But  the  words  kept  returning  to  him.  He 
kept  saying  to  himself,  “If  I  had  only  known 
.  .  .  One  of  the  inn  guests  the  next  day  told  of 
a  fantastic  occurrence  the  night  before  on  the 
plains  lying  to  the  north,  toward  Jerusalem. 
Angels  were  supposed  to  have  appeared  to  some 
poor  shepherds  and  told  them  about  the  birth 
of  a  baby  in  Bethlehem.  The  prophets  had  pre¬ 
dicted  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  and  this 
story,  even  though  hardly  believable,  tallied 
disturbingly  with  the  words  of  the  prophets. 
Could  that  baby  really  be  the  promised  saviour, 
sent  from  God?  Oh,  of  course  not!  Whoever 
would  believe  that  a  Messiah  would  be  bom 
in  a  donkey  bam?  A  Messiah  would  surely 
come  with  chariots  and  horsemen,  runners,  and 
loud  trumpets.  If  he  would  have  earthly  parents 
at  all,  they  would  come  from  the  wealthy  or  at 
least  the  aristocratic  facilies.  The  Messiah  a 
son  of  a  second-rate  country  carpenter?  Don’t 
be  silly.  It  just  wouldn’t  happen  .  .  . 

“If  I  had  only  known.”  Years  later,  as  an 
old  man,  the  retired  innkeeper  felt  again  and 
again  the  bitter  pangs  of  conscience  as  he  re¬ 
called  that  famous  night,  and  the  vital  years 
that  followed  it.  The  baby  had  grown  to  boy¬ 
hood,  to  manhood,  had  preached  a  queer  but 
powerful  message,  had  given  his  life  as  a  ran¬ 
som  for  sins  of  everyone.  The  old  innkeeper 
had  read  letters,  stories,  books  on  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Jesus.  It  seemed  that  you  ran  across  a  story 
about  Him  everywhere  you  turned.  Men,  worn- 
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THE  GOOD  TIDINGS  ARE  IMMORTAL 

“I  bring  you  —  and  all  people  —  good  tid¬ 
ings  of  great  joy,”  said  the  Angel  of  the  Lord 
to  the  humble  shepherds,  the  fifst  to  be  ap¬ 
praised  of  the  earth-shaking  Event  of  that  night 
almost  2,000  years  ago. 

What  were  and  are  the  “good  tidings”? 
Through  the  days  and  years  it  is  told:  “Unto 
you  is  bom  a  Savior  .  .  .  Counsellor,  Redeemer, 
Teacher,  Prince  of  Peace  .  .  .  Peace  on  earth, 
goodwill  to  men  .  .  .  God  so  loved  the  world 
.  .  .  God  is  love  .  .  .  God  will  forgive  sin  .  .  . 
Blessed  are  the  poor,  the  humble,  the  peace¬ 
makers  .  . 

The  Gospel  of  John  gives  the  Event  an  even 
deeper  meaning.  Speaking  of  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
this  Gospel  says:  “The  Logos  existed  in  the 
fceginning,  the  Logos  was  with  God,  the  Logos 
was  divine”  (Moffatt).  Now  logos  is  the  Greek 
word  for  thought,  or  concept,  or  idea,  or  the 
controlling  principle  and  force  of  the  universe. 
We  have  confusedly  translated  it^by  the  multi¬ 
meaning  noun,  “word.”  In  this  instance,  may 
not  Logos,  be  best  expressed  by  the  Divine 
Creative  Force? 

Freely  translating  John  1:14,  we  then  have: 
“So  the  Divine  Creative  Force  (or  God)  became 
a  Babe  and  then  a  Man  and  dwelt  among  us.” 
The  Event  that  we  commemorate  on  Christmas 
day  is,  then,  the  intervention  of  the  Divine 
Creative  Force— of  God  himself — into  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  men.  The  writer  of  John’s  Gospel  joins 
with  other  Gospel  writers  in  proclaiming  the 
arrival  on  earth  of  God  with  a  Message  con¬ 
cerning  his  will  for  men. 

And  the  Message,  like  the  Messenger,  is 


en,  boys  and  girls  were  gladly  offering  their 
lives  for  Him  now.  The  name  “Christian”  was 
a  hated  name  to  many,  but  to  many  more  it 
was  a  thing  of  beauty.  But  the  innkeeper  settled 
back  into  his  chair  because  he  was  not  active 
any  more,  save  in  his  imagination  and  his  re¬ 
morse.  He  had  been  too  busy  to  take  care  of 
the  Christ  and  His  young  mother  at  a  time 
when  they  needed  him  more  than  they  would 
ever  need  him  .  .  .  Tears  of  regret  raced  down 
his  cheeks  as  they  had  done  a  thousand  times 
whenever  he  thought  of  the  incident  that  distant 
night  in  Bethlehem  ...  “If  I  had  only  known.” 


immortal  .  .  .  The  Messenger  has  returned  to 
his  Father:  yet  he  lives  and  moves  among  us 
in  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Message  is  still  with 
and  among  men  —  motivating  our  lives  and 
actions,  renewing  our  courage  and  hope,  teach¬ 
ing  and  healing  us  —  ever  marking  the  way 
along  which  we  slowly  strive  toward  the  goal 
which  God,  through  Christ,  has  set  before  us. 
Men  are  still  far  from  the  goal  of  their  human 
and  earthly  possibility,  but  year  after  year  we 
take  fresh  bearings  and  joyfully  take  to  the 
Path  anew.  That  is  the  immortal  meaning  of 
Christmas:  we  start  and  we  start  again  from 
the  Cradle  to  press  nearer  our  calling  as  the 
sons  of  God. 

There  is  much  to  discourage  us  as  we  look 
about  the  world  this  Christmas  —  or  any  Christ¬ 
mas.  Jesus  himself,  after  thirty-three  years  of 
living  and  serving,  hinted  his  own  discourage¬ 
ment  that  the  Message  concerned  so  few.  And 
living  in  the  Upper  Room  in  Jerusalem  must 
have  been  a  frustrating  experience  those  first 
few  days  after  the  .events  of  that  fateful  Friday. 
Both  Jesus  and  the  disciples  might  easily  con¬ 
clude:  The  Messenger  is  dead;  the  Message  is 
lost!  But  from  that  frustration  and  death,  the 
Message  and  Faith  have  arisen  immortal. 

From  our  human  point  of  view,  the  spread 
and  the  acceptance  of  the  Message  have  been 
slow  and  often  discouraging.  We  would  like  to 
hurry  ourselves  —  and  to  hurry  God’s  proces¬ 
ses,  hurry  the  Divine  Creative  Force.  But  there 
is  much  to  give  us  hope,  and  courage,  and  faith 
in  the  ultimate  acceptation  of  both  Messenger 
and  Message.  More  millions  of  people  than  ever 
before  in  human  history  are  searching  earth, 
and  heaven,  and  the  realm  of  the  spirit  for 
answers  to  the  questions:  What  power  sustains 
the  universe?  What  is  man’s  goal?  In  what  way 
should  man  live? 

These  questions  are  being  asked  by  people 
tired  of  the  centuries-old  round  of  hate,  conflict, 
and  war;  disillusioned  by  the  answers  of  man¬ 
made  philosophies,  schemes,  mnd  inventions; 
skeptical  of  lip-service  to  the  Divine  which 
careless  men  (in  the  church  and  outside  the 
church)  confuse  with  true  Christianity.  In  the 
simple  Message  —  the  good  tidings,  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Event  —  of  the  Gospels,  these  men  are 
even  now  finding  the  hope,  the  courage,  the 
goals  they  seek  and  need  for  the  making  of  a 
better  world,  the  Kingdom  of  God  upon  earth. 

To  what  message  other  than  that  of  Christ¬ 
mas  (when  freed  from  the  secular  garishness 
that  all  but  suffocates  it)  can  men  return  year 
after  year  and  receive  strength,  guidance,  and 
re-setting  of  feet  on  the  upward  Way?  The  Mes¬ 
sage  is  perennially  new  and  altogether  adequate 
for  human  need,  personal  and  universal. 
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World  Service 
Giving  Increases 

At  the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the 
fiscal  year,  receipts  for  Methodist 
World  Service  were  up  10  per  cent 
as  compared  with  the  same  period 
last  year,  according  to  a  report  is¬ 
sued  Dec.  6  by  the  Council  on 
World  Service  and  Finance  in  Chi¬ 
cago. 

November  receipts  for  World 
Service  were  $993,539.78.  This 
brought  the  total  giving  from  June 
through  November  up  to  $3,948,- 
375.45,  10  per  cent  over  the  $3,589,- 
336.52  raised  as  of  Nov.  30,  1955. 

“Although  a  substantial  increase 
is  reported  for  these  six  months,  it 
is  only  32.36  per  cent  of  the  $12,- 
200,000  which  has  been  apportioned 
for  this  year,”  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Lug g, 
general  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  council,  said.  He  went  on  to 
explain  that  at  the  1956  General 
Conference,  World  Service  appor¬ 
tionment  was  set  at  $12,200,000,  an 
increase  of  26.29  per  cent  over  the 
$9,660,000  amount  asked  annually 
last  quadrennium. 

Other  benevolence  fund  totals 
for  the  June-November  period  and 
the  comparisons  with  the  same  six 
months  a  year  ago  are  as  follows: 

World  Service  Specials,  $38,853.41 
— a  2.06  per  cent  loss. 

General  Advance  Specials,  $1,- 
987,526.93 — a  gain  of  18.21  per  cent. 

Week  of  Dedication,  $79,585.90— 
a  2.49  per  cent  increase. 

Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Serv¬ 
ice,  $349,883.35— a  loss  of  9.25  per 
cent. 

Methodist  TV  Ministry,  $50,903.74 
— a  22.46  per  cent  drop. 

Administrative  funds  for  the  "six- 
month  period  are  as  follows: 

Episcopal  Fund,  $551,202.72— an 
increase  of  10.25  per  cent. 

General  Administration,  $189,- 
806.88 — a  gain  of  34.31  per  cent. 

Interdenominational  Co-operation 
Fund,  $145,190.87— up  22.53  per 
cent. 


CHURCH  CONSTRUCTION 
SETS  RECORD  FOR  MONTH 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Church  construction  set  a  new  rec¬ 
ord  of  $75,000,000  for  the  month  of 
November,  the  Departments  of 
Commerce  and  Labor  reported  here. 

This  was  $9,000,000  more  than 
November,  1955,  and  only  $1,000,000 
below  October  of  this  year,  the 
biggest  church  building  month  in 
history. 

As  of  Dec.  1,  some  $700,000,000 
worth  of  new  church  edifices  had 
been  erected  this  year,  compared' 
with  $672,000,000  on  the  same  date 
a  year  ago. 

Construction  by  private,  non¬ 
public  schools  and  colleges  also  set 
a  new  November  record  of  $48,000,- 
000,  compared  with  $45,000,000  a 
year  ago.  The  totgl  was  $1,000,000 
less  than  the  October  level. 


BIBLE  READERS  SERVICE 


Seminary  Students 
To  Attend  Meetings 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  14  (N.C.)— • 
Three  thousand  young  seminary 
students  representing  upwards  of 
30  Protestant  denominations  will 
learn  about  the  world-wide  coop¬ 
erative  movement  of  the  churches 
in  a  series  of  regional  conferences 
scheduled  during  the  1956-57  aca¬ 
demic  year. 

Announcement  of  the  meetings, 
part  of  a  series  of  25  held  annually 
under  the  aegis  of  the  Intersemi¬ 
nary  Movement,  a  unit  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  was 
made  here  today  by  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Heaton,  executive  secretary. 

He  described  them  as  designed  to 
promote  support  of  the  ecumenical 
movement  by  seminarians  from  a 
wide  range  of  theological  back¬ 
grounds  through  study  and  wor¬ 
ship  across  denominational  lines. 

“In  order  to  reach  the  lay  consti¬ 
tuency  of  our  churches  with  an  un¬ 
derstanding  and  commitment  to  the 
cooperative  concept  of  church  work, 
we  must  first  have  an  informed 
and  committed  clergy,”  Mr.  Heaton 
said.  Students  from  some  95  differ¬ 
ent  seminaries  and  schools  of  re¬ 
ligion  are  expected  to  attend. 

The  Interseminary  Movement, 
begun  in  1898  is  an  organization  of 
faculty  and  students  at  130  semi¬ 
naries,  who  are  “dedicated  to  the 
ecumenical  reformation  .  .  .  which 
seeks  greater  unity  among  Chris¬ 
tians  and  churches  in  this  world 
mission.” 

Regional  meetings  and  leaders 
scheduled  this  winter  and  next 
spring  include  one  for  this  region, 
Feb.  27-March  1,  at  Austin  Presby¬ 
terian  Seminary,  Austin,  Texas,  on 
“Relationship  between  Baptism  and 
Eucharist.”  Dr.  Frank  Young,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Episcopal  Seminary  of  the 
Southwest,  Austin,  Texas;  and  Dr. 
James  I.  McCord,  dean  of  Austin 
Presbyterian  Seminary,  will  be 
speakers. 


Paper  Devotes 
Section  To  College 

Anchorage,  Alaska  (RNS)  —  The 
Daily  Times  here  published  a  spe¬ 
cial  eight-page  tabloid  section  de¬ 
voted  entirely  to  the  projected 
Alaska  Methodist  College. 

Thousands  of  copies  of  the  sup¬ 
plement  were  sent  to  the  United 
States  to  be  distributed  among  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  college. 

The  section  contained  special 
stories  and  pictures  on  various 
phases  of  the  current  drive  in  Alas¬ 
ka  and  the  States  to  build  the  new 
liberal  arts  college  in  Anchorage. 


thew,  John,  Luke,  Acts,  First  and 
Second  Thessalonians,  First  Corin¬ 
thians,  Second  Corinthians.  Order 
from  Service  Department,  General 
Board  of  Education,  P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville  2,  Tennessee.  Price,  $2  50 
for  100;  $1.50  for  50;  $1.00  for  25. 


Church  Groups  Ask  Prayers  For  UN 


New  York  (RNS)  —  Three  na¬ 
tional  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Jewish  organizations  urged 
their  constiuents  to  “offer  prayers 
for  Divine  Guidance  for  the  United 
Nations”  on  Sat.,  Dec.  12  and  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  16. 

The  call  was  issued  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Welfare  Conference, 
and  the  Synagogue  Council  of 
America.  It  was  made  in  a  response 
to  a  request  from  the  United  States 
Committee  for  the  United  Nations 
in  connection  with  the  UN’s  elev¬ 
enth  anniversary. 


In  connection  with  the  UN  ob¬ 
servance  the  committee  issued  a 
prayer  card  available  to  clergymen 
throughout  the  country  on  which 
was  printed  suggested  prayers  by 
leaders  of  the  three  faiths. 

The  prayers  were  composed  by 
Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches;  Archbishop 
Patrick  A.  O’Boyle  of  Washington, 
D.  C.;  and  Dr.  Abraham  J.  Feldman 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  president  of  the 
Synagogue  Council  of  America. 


. .  .  just  as  she  told  it:  “I  was 
sold  as  a  servant,  very  cheaply 
because  I  was  blind.  In  the 
darkness  I  tried  hard  to  earn- 
my  rice  for  the  man  who 
bought  me  but  he  was  cruel 
with  me.  I  could  not  see  to 
avoid  his  hand  raised  to  strike  me.  Sometimes  he  beat  me  un¬ 
til  I  fainted  and  then  kicked  me.  I  lived  in  pain  and  fear.  I 
wished  I  were  dead.  But  now  I  am  here  in  this  school.  I 
never  remember  before  being  glad  I  am  alive.” 


can 


The  story  of  Tin  Soat,  now  13,  is  no  more  pitiful  than  hundreds  of 
blind,  abused,  “cheap”  child  servants,  not  yet  rescued  by  CCF  or¬ 
phanage  workers  in  Formosa,.  Viet-Nam,  Korea  and  other  countries. 
To  be  a  little,  bought  and  paid  for  servant  or  a  homeless  child  with 
one’s  rags  and  hunger  is  cruel  enough.  But  to  be  blind,  too,  surely 
calls  for  a  tear  of  pity  and  someone’s  coin  as  well. 


CCF  assists  over  18,000  children  around  the  world.  Not  all  of 
them  are  blind  or  crippled,  but  many  of  them  were  unwanted,  abused 
and  shovel  around— the  discarded  chips  of  humanity,  condemned  to 
sorrow  and  pain.  The  world  passed  them  by  “on  the  other  side”  until 
America  came  to  their  aid  through  CCF.  Any  gift  will  help  such  chil¬ 
dren  or  they  can  be  “adopted”  and  placed  in  one  of  213  CCF  Homes. 
1  he  cost  in  all  countries  listed  below,  is  the  same— ten  dollars  a  month. 

e  name,  address,  story  and  picture  will  be  sent  and  correspondence 
With  the  child  is  invited. 

The  countries  are:  Austria,  Belgium,  Borneo,  Brazil,  Burma,  Fin¬ 
land,  France,  Free  China,  Greece,  Hong  Kong,  India,  Indo-China, 
Indonesia  Italy,  Jamaica,  Japan,  Jordan,  Korea,  Lapland,  Lebanon, 
Macao,  Malaya,  Mexico,  Okinawa,  Pakistan,  Philippines,  Puerto 
Pico,  oyrta ,  United  States,  Western  Germany,  or  wherever  the 
greatest  need. 


Incorporated  in  1938,  CCF  is  the  largest  Protestant  orphanage  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  world.  '  6 


wmc.  ljt.  j.  v^aivitt  Cdarke 

CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN’S  FUND,  INC. 

RICHMOND  4,  VIRGINIA 


Many  leaders  of  adults  have  in¬ 
dicated  interest  in  the  Bible  Read¬ 
ers’  Service  being  promoted  by  the 
Department  of  the  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Adults,  General  Board  of 
Education. 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Cox,  of  the 
department  staff,  one  of  whose  re¬ 
sponsibilities  is  the  Readers’  Serv¬ 
ice,  reports  that  Guides  9  and  10 
for  Galatians  ancT  Romans  respec¬ 
tively  are  now  available. 

The  release  of  Galatians  and 
Romans  brings  to  ten  the  number 
of  guides  available.  Previously  pub¬ 
lished  are  guides  on  Mark,  Mat- 

t>ECEMBER  20,  1958 


I  wish  to  “adopt”  a  boy. _ ...... 

. . . . girl  for  one  year  in 

(Name  Country) 

I  will  pay  $10  a  month  ($120  a 
year).  Enclosed  is  payment  for 

the  full  year  .  first  month 

. .  Please  send  me  the 

child  s  name,  story,  address  and 
picture.  I  understand  that  I  can 
correspond,  with  the  child.  Also, 
that  there  is  no  obligation  to  con¬ 
tinue.  the  adoption. 


—Please  send  me  further  information. 

NAME . . 

ADDRESS . . . . 


STATE - 

Gifts  of  any  amount  are  welcome. 
Gifts  are  deductible  from  income  tax. 


I  cannot  “adopt”  a  child  but 
want  to  help  by  giving  $ . . . 
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*  *  ARKAN  S  AS-LOUI 


SIMULTANEOU 


January  13th  Through  January  20th, 


NORTH  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE 


Subscription  Quota .  1003 


Richard  E. 
Connslt 


Roy  I.  Bagley 


Ethan  Dodgen 


J.  Albert 
Gatlin 


BATESVILLE  DISTRICT 

R.  E.  Connell  B.  W.  Stallcup 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Where  the  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  placed  in  the  homes  of  our  local  churches 
we  feel  assured  that  the  program  of  the  church  will  be  taken  care  of.  Our  people 
need  it  for  information  and  inspiration;  without  it  they  are  lacking  in  these  two 
phases  of  life. — R.  E.  Connell 

CONWAY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1456 

Henry  A.  Rickey  W.  Henry  Goodloe 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Our  Methodist  people  are  reading  a  great  deal,  these  days.  It  is  important  that  this 
reading  diet  be  well  balanced.  Very  few  of  our  homes  are  reading  enough  on  matters 
related  to  religion  and  the  Church.  The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  has  won  a  place 
for  itself,  by  its  sensible  approach  to  the  problems  of  life,  its  consistently  Christian 
position,  and  its  close  relation  to  the  program  of  the  Church.  I  would  like  to  see  the 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST  in  every  Methodist  home  in  my  district.— Henry  A.  Rickey 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1170 

Roy  Bagley  Edwin  B.  Dodson 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  a  must  for  the  promotion  of  and  inspiration  for  the 
program  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  It  is  a  weekly  visitor 
that  ought  to  be  welcomed  into  every  Methodist  home  in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana 
Area. — Roy  Bagley 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota . .  1142 

Otto  Teague  Irl  Bridenthal 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  a  good  Church  paper  and  needed  very  much  for 
the  promotion  of  the  interest  of  Methodism  in  Arkansas. — Otto  Teague 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1932 

Ethan  W.  Dodgen  G.  B.  Ames 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  serves  a  great  need  in  providing  information  and 
inspiration  for  Methodist  people  in  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area.  I  sincerely  hope 
it  will  have  larger  use  in  the  homes  of  our  people  during  the  coming  year  as  a 
result  of  the  circulation  campaign  in  January— Ethan  W.  Dodgen 

JONESBORO  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1432 

E.  J.  Holifield  W.  O.  Scroggins.  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  a  necessity  in  promoting  the  program  of  Christ  and 
His  Church.  We  could  not  do  without  it. — E.  J.  Holifield 

PARAGOULD  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1138 

J.  Albert  Gatlin  Elmo  Thomason 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

The  ARKANSAS  METHODIST  is  of  untold  value  to  the  Methodist  Church  in  Arkansas 
as  a  medium  of  information,  inspiration,  and  interpretation  of  the  work  of  the 
Church.  Its  place  must  be  kept  secure  in  the  life  of  Arkansas  Methodism. — J.  Albert 
Gatlin 

SEARCY  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota .  1123 

E.  G.  Kaetzell  O.  D.  Peters 

District  Superintendent  "  District  Director 

The  Methodists  of  the  Searcy  District  have  learned  the  true  value  of  Methodist 
information  in  their  homes  which  they  can  obtain  through  the  ARKANSAS  METH¬ 
ODIST,  We  pledge  our  cooperation  to  this  paper  in  meeting  our  quota  of  subscriptions. 

— E.  G.  Kaetzell 


Henry  A, 
Rickey 


Otto  W.  Teague 


E.  J.  Holifield 


E.  G.  Kaetzell 


Campaign  In  Local 
Church 


1.  Solicit  every  Methodist  Home  for  a  new 
subscription  or  renewal  for  your  church 
paper  during  the  week  of  Circulation 
Campaign. 


Make  a  report  on  Monday,  Jan.  21st,  to 
your  District  Superintendent  and  to  the 
office  of  publication  in  Little  Rock,  of  the 
results  of  the  Campaign. 

Any  necessary  follow-up  work  may  be  re¬ 
ported  as  soon  as  complete. 


Watch  Reports  Of 
Campaign 


Watch  your  issue  of  the  paper  of  January 
31st  for  a  full  report  by  Districts  and  by 
Charges  of  the  results  of  the  Circulation 
Campaign  as  received  the  week  of  January 
20th  through  January  26th. 


The  Methodists  in  Arkansas  an 


An  outsider  would  be  amazed  to  ki 
period  of  a  single  week  we  can 
subscriptions  for  the  ARKANSAS 
the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST, 
know  and  appreciate  these  great 
understand  why  it  is  possible, 


Eu 


c; 


We  feel  it  is  the  finest  journal 
published  today  and  that  no  Methi 
completely  informed  about  our  Chi 
the  METHODIST  come,  to  its  horn; 


I  am  confident  we  will  have  ano 
to  the  Annual  Campaign  for  si 
period  of  January  13-20.  ' 

Cor 


LITTLE 


ARKADELPHIA  DIS1 


T.  T.  McNeal 

District  Superini 


No  Methodist  home  should  be 
a  medium  for  local  church  ne\ 
Wide  activities. — T.  T.  McNea 


T.  T.  McNeal 


CAMDEN  DISTRICT 


W.  Neill  Hart 

District  Superint 


Hi 


Every  workman  must  have 
skilled,  could  repair  a  watch 
carpenter.  Likewise  a  carpen 
watch  repairer.  In  the  Met! 
officers,  parents,  members.  W 
people  to  Jesus  Christ  and  he 
in  and  through  the  Methodist  ( 
accomplishment  of  this  task  th 
be  a  “must"  for  every  persofl 


HOPE  DISTRICT 


R.  B.  Moore 

District  Superinii 


Christians  have  always  been 
concerning  the  Kingdom.  Tin 
need.  It  is  my  sincere  desire 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST  eacl 


R.  B.  Moore  LITTLE  ROCK  DISTH 


Arthur  Terry 

District  Superinii 


You  do  yourself  a  favor  when 
your  friends  a  favor  when  y# 
church  news  in  the  ARKANSa 


MONTICELLO  DISTB 


Kenneth  L.  Spore 
District  Superini 


Putting  on  the  ARKANSAS  M 
Arkansas  to  employ  an  associ 


PINE  BLUFF  DISTRI 


Kenneth  L. 
Spore 


E.  Clifton  Rule 

District  Superini 


The  growing  desire  of  our  pe® 
and  work  of  The  Church  ca® 
Church  as  it  is  at  work  no» 
knowledge  of  what  the  ChurcJ 
value  there  is  in  it  much  to 


THE  ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA  AREAGIVES  ONE  WEE 
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Page  Eight 
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Page  Nine 


.  .  .  .  With  Goal  Of  35,000  Subscribers! 


the 
s  of 
and 
who 
asily 

:h  is 
n  be 
ving 


>onse 
the 


BISHOP  PAUL  E.  MARTIN 


INFERENCE 


scription  Quota .  1076 

R.  A.  Teeter 

District  Director 

ANSAS  METHODIST.  Not  only  is  it 
>est  source  of  information  for  Church- 

scription  Quota . .  1910 

M.  W.  Miller 

District  Director 

to  do  his  work.  No  man,  however 
le  tools  of  the  auto  mechanic  or  the 
lpless  had  he  only  the  tools  of  the 
are  workmen:  ministers,  teachers, 
the  greatest  job  in  the  world;  winning 
1  of  life  Christlike.  We  are  working 
tool  is  being  provided  for  us  for  the 
S  METHODIST.  It  should,  therefore, 
o  is  called  Methodist. — W.  Neill  Hart 


scription  Quota .  1347 

W.  D.  Golden  x 

District  Director 

if  the  Church  and  any  helpful  word 
ETHODIST  is  designed  to  meet  this 
ly  in  the  Hope  District  will  read  the 
loore 

scription  Quota .  2525 

J.  Ralph  Clayton 
District  Director 

he  ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  You  do 
bscriptions.  You  find  more  pertinent 
han  anywhere  else: — Arthur  Terry 

•scription  Quota .  1031 

Osborne  White 

District  Director 

aign,  is  a  chance  for  every  pastor  In 
heth  L.  Spore 

•scription  Quota .  1376 

Kirvin  A.  Hale 

District  Director 

f’sfying  and  significant  part  in  the  life 
itly  met  unless  each  of  us  know  the 
>AS  METHODIST  is  essential  to  our 
ending  to  do.  Beyond  its  church  news 
hurchmanship  and  to  feed  our  souls. 

— E.  Clifton  Rule 
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W.  Neill  Hart 


Arthur  Terry 


E.  Clifton  Rule 


R.  R.  Branton 


James  T. 
Harris 


Guy  M.  Hicks 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1099 

A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.  J*  ,L5?aravj[aL 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

Methodists  from  Louisiana  and  Arkansas  are  a  part  of  one  great  family.  We  share 
common  interests  common  purposes,  a  common  program  of  work  through  the 
Church”  Getting  A  copy  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  like  getting  a  letter 
from  home  If  we  really  love  the  other  members  of  the  family,  we  want  to  to™ 
what  thev  are  doing.  Every  Methodist  family  in  the  area  should  subscribe.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Jr. 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Edward  W.  Harris 

District  Superintendent 


Subscription  Quota  2124 

Marvin  H.  Corley 
District  Director 


The  Local  Church  Emphasis  reminds  us  that  oniy  a'  strong  church  paper  like  ^THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  can  establish  contact  between  program  and  people.  Ed- 
ward  W.  Harris 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1060 

R.  R.  Branton  A.  W.  Coody 

District  Superintendent  District  Director  .  , 

In  the  1953  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  Campaign  the  Lafayette  District  exceeded  the 
quota  assigned.  That  record  will  be  repeated  m  the  1957  campaign.  Our  goal  is  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  in  every  Methodist  home. — R.  R.  Branton 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1207 

Sam  Nader  Jack  Cooke 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  "a  tie  that  binds”  all  Christian  hearts  in  Louisiana, 
Arkansas  and  other  kindred  places  in  continuing  fellowship,  acquired  and  inspired. 
Many  readers  will  tell  you  that  it  is  ”‘a  voice  in  the  wilderness,  at  this  time  when 
the  assertion,  “You  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free  is  bem0 
everywhere  challenged. — Sam  Nader 

MONROE  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1589 

James  T.  Harris  Lael  S.  Jones 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  continues  to  give  wonderful  service  to  the  whole 
program  of  the  church.  I  wish  it  came  to  every  family  in  the  Monroe  District. 
Our  district  will  give  a  good  account  of  itself  in  the  subscription  campaign  again 
this  year. — James  T.  Harris 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1513 

Virgil  D.  Morris  A.  B.  Cavanaugh 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  an  indispensable  ally  in  projecting  the  program  of 
Methodism.  Its  varied  features  cover  every  phase  of  the  church’s  work!  It  has 
earned  for  itself  an  enviable  place  in  the  lives  of  Louisiana  Methodists! — Virgil  D. 
Morris 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  1416 

Guy  M.  Hicks  Henry  Blount 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  rendering  a  needed  service  to  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  It  is  brilliantly  edited.  It  gives  information  and  inspiration  to  all  who 
read  it  It  keeps  ever  before  us  the  complete  program  of  the  Methodist  Church — 
and  Christianity  as  a  whole.  It  is  a  good  paper— good  in  itself  and  good  for  you! 
Support  it! — Guy  M.  Hicks 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  Subscription  Quota  2527 

B.  C.  Taylor  Ira  W.  Flowers 

District  Superintendent  District  Director 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  gives  impetus  to_all  our  work  in  the  area.  It’s  getting 
better  by  the  week. — B.  C.  Taylor 


The  subscription  price  remains  at  $2.00. 
However,  where  the  Official  Board  of  a 
church  enters  into  a  contract  with  the  Edi¬ 
tors  to  send,  as  a  minimum,  one  subscription 
for  every  3  members  reported  to  the  last 
Annual  Conference  session,  the  price  is  $1.50 
per  subscription. 

There  are  no  comparable  publications  in 
Methodism  which  sell  for  less  than  $2.00  and 
most  of  them  sell  for  more. 


The  Charge  or  District  has  reached  its 
authorized  QUOTA  when  in  the  Charge  or 
District,  new  subscribers,  plus  renewals,  plus 
subscriptions  not  due,  equal  one  subscription 
for  each  nine  active  members  in  the  Charge 
or  District. 

The  Subscription  Goal  is  35,000  sub¬ 
scribers.  Help  us  reach  the  goal. 


A.  W. 

Townsend,  Jr. 


Sam  Nader 


Virgil  D. 
Morris 


B.  C.  Taylor 


The  Subscription 
Price  $2.00 


Edward  W. 
Harris 


The  Quota  And 
The  Goal 
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Student  Center  Program  Stresses 
Worship ,  Fellowship  At  U.ofA. 


Pictured  above  during  a  typical  Bible  study,  a  part  of  the  student  center  and  Wesley 
Foundation  program  at  the  University  of  Arkansas,  are,  left  to  right:  Larry  Woodard, 
Osceola;  Betty  Jo  Elmer,  Springdale;  the  Rev.  Frank  Jones,  Fayetteville;  Diana  Loy, 


Student  Speaks  On 
Alaska  College 

Jim  Randle,  a  junior  at  Hendrix 
College,  Conway,  spoke  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  service,  Dec.  9,  at  the  Sylvan 
Hills  Methodist  Church,  North  Little 
Rock,  on  the  Alaska 
Methodist  College 
which  will  be  con¬ 
structed  in  the  near 
future. 

He  also  showed 
slides  of  the  proposed 
building  at  the  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the 

Jim  Randle  commission  on  mis¬ 
sions  at  the  church. 
The  senior  MYF  was  in  charge  of 
the  worship  service  which  was  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  Dudley  Harrell.  The 
Rev.  Norris  Steele  is  the  Sylvan 
Hills  pastor. 

Randle  has  lived  in  Luxora,  Clar¬ 
endon,  Batesville,  Rogers,  Marianna, 
and  Booneville.  He  is  the  son  of  a 
Methodist  minister,  the  late  Rev. 
J.  T.  Randle.  His  plans  are  to  earn 
a  B.A.  Degree  in  social  science  at 
Hendrix  and  then  to  attend  sem¬ 
inary. 


SUB-DISTRICT  MEETS 

Ninety  youth  of  the  Batesville 
Sub-District  were  present  for  the 
Christmas  program,  “Christmas  A- 
round  the  World,”  Monday  evening 
at  the  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Batesville. 

Representatives  from  the  various 
countries  where  Christ  is  known 
and  loved  related  the  various  ways 
of  celebrating  Christmas  in  their 
land.  Youth  who  represented  these 
countries  include:  Barbara  Rogers, 
Jimmy  Chalker,  Rita  Golden,  Mar¬ 
tha  Marshall,  Lynnie  Lanier,  Ka¬ 
thy  Harkey,  David  Johnson,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Thomasson  and  Joe  Huff. 
Other  participants  in  the  program 
included  Suzanne  Ragsdale,  Cherry 
Harkey,  Lex  Golden,  Annalee  Con¬ 
yers,  Carol  Millikin,  and  Frank 
Stuart. 

The  offering  taken  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  sent  to  MCOR. 

Recreation  included  folk  games 
from  other  lands  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Susan  Lytle  of  Salado,  Ar¬ 
kansas., 


MYF  READING  PROJECT 

Discipleship  as  a  full-time  voca¬ 
tion  for  all  Christians  is  the  theme 
-of  the  book  chosen  for  the  reading 
project  in  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  for  1957. 

The  book  is  I  Serve.  Its  author  is 
Dr.  Thomas  R.  Bennett,  an  eminent 
Methodist  layman  now  with  the  De¬ 
partment  of  The  Church  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Life,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  and  formerly  professor  of 
religion  at  Williamette  University, 
Salem,  Oregon. 

A  promotional  leaflet  (No.  2459- 
B)  is  now  available  free  from  the 
Service  Department,  General  Board 
of  Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville  2,  Tennessee. 

Order  1  Serve  after  January  1 
from  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  that  serves  you.  Prices  are: 
20  cents  each  in  quantities  of  10  or 
more  single  copies,  35  cents. 


CHILDREN’S  PARTY  HELD 

The  Negro  children  of  the  Ethel 
Miller  Elementary  School,  Bates¬ 
ville,  were  guests  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church-school  Children  for  a 
Christmas  Party,  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon,  December  12. 

One-hundred  and  fifty  children 
attended  the  party.  A  filmstrip, 


MYF  Watch  Night 
Service  Planned 

“It  is  our  purpose  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship: 

“To  live  clean  lives  following  the 
highest  that  we  know;  to  give  our 
loyalty  and  service  through  The 
Methodist  Church  of  which  we  are 
a  part,  working  with  others  that  it 
may  more  perfectly  follow  the  Mas¬ 
ter  and  more  worthily  bless  man¬ 
kind;  to  hold  the  ideals  of  unselfish 
service  ever  before  us,  striving  con¬ 
tinually  for  human  betterment,  plac¬ 
ing  the  welfare  of  others  above  our 
own;  and  in  simple  trust,  to  follow 
Jesus  as  our  Savior  and  Lord.” 

Could  you  identify  the  above 
quotation? 

It  is  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  Covenant  and  forms  the  end¬ 
ing  of  the  MYF  Watch  Night  wor¬ 
ship  service  for  this  year. 

The  service.  Walk  in  the  Light, 
has  been  prepared  by  Fred  Cloud 
and  Richard  Rice  of  the  Editorial 
Division  staff,  General  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation.  It  is  similar  to  the  service 
of  December  31,  1941,  at  which  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  as  an 
organization  was  installed  through¬ 
out  the  church. 

Designed  for  use  in  Methodist 
churches  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  this 
service  was  planned  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Youth  Department  and 
the  Department  of  Youth  Publica¬ 
tions.  It  appears  in  December 
Roundtable  and  November  23  Con¬ 
cern. 

Reprints  may  be  obtained  free 
from-  the  Service  Department,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville  2,  Tennessee. 


WITH  THE  MYF 

MYF  groups  from  several  church¬ 
es  in  and  around  Alexandria  attend¬ 
ed  a  Sub-district  meeting  at  Wesley 
Methodist  Church,  Dec.  3. 

Rhet  Ryland,  Yolanda  Young,  Di¬ 
anne  Halbert,  and*  Glyn  Penninger 
were  speakers.  A  special  film, 
“World  Christian  Citizenship,”  was 
shown. 

The  youth  represented  the  follow¬ 
ing  churches:  Glenmora,  Oakdale, 
Elizabeth,  Forest  Hill,  and  First, 
Trinity,  and  Wesley  of  Alexandria. 


Charles  Flurry,  noted  speaker  on 
alcohol  topics,  addressed  the  youth 
and  other  members  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  Dec. 
2,  at  special  services  in  connection 
with  the  Youth  Fall  Action  Project, 
“Drinking  and  Christian  Living.” 

He  spoke  at  the  5  p.m.  service 
on  “The  Scientific  Approach  toward 
the  Problem  of  Alcohol,”  and 
preached  at  the  regular  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  program. 

The  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt  is  the  New 
Iberia  pastor. 


Leah  Walthermire  was  in  charge 
of  a  program  on  ‘The  Advent,”  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Eunice  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship.  She  was 
assisted  by  George  Derbes,  Charlene 
McManus,  Clydell  Davenport,  and 
Carol  Dean. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the 
church  annex.  The  Rev.  Ned  L. 
Stout  is  the  Eunice  pastor. 


“When  the  Littlest  Camel  Knelt,” 
was  shown  and  carols  were  sung. 

Gifts  were  distributed  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.  Direction  for  the  afternoon’s 
activity  was  under  the  leadership 
of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Ball  and  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Workers  at  First  Church. 


Little  Rock;  and  Johnny  Wallworth,  Stuttgart. 


The  Youthful  Accent 

By  Hoover  Rupert 

WHERE  IS  GOD  FOUND? 

Awhile  back  there  was  a  headline 
in  a  metropolitan  newspaper,  “God 
Is  Found  Behind  Counter  in  Seed 
Store.”  I  haven’t  the  foggiest  notion 
what  the  article  was  about.  One  fel¬ 
low  who  saw  it  dropped  the  re¬ 
mark,  “I  knew  there  was  something 
familiar  about  that  clerk.”  But  the 
headline  has  intrigued  me  ever 
since.  Did  they  mean  to  imply  that 
God  has  been  hiding  recently  and 
some  branch  of  the  FBI  tracked  him 
down  hiding  behind  the  counter  of 
a  seed  store?  Or  perhaps  He  had 
been  missing  from  that  part  of  the 
world  (Ohio)  for  awhile  but  the 
ruthless  and  dogged  determination 
of  the  counterspy  intelligence  com¬ 
mand,  or  whatever  it  is  that  haunts 
the  TV  sets,  had  ferreted  out  his  dis¬ 
guise  in  the  person  of  a  humble 
clerk  who  peddled  seeds.  (Seems 
logical  that  the  God  of  nature  should 
be  found  in  a  seed  store,  doesn’t  it?) 
Or  did  it  mean  that  in  a  life-situ¬ 
ation  experience  in  a  simple  store, 
something  happened  to  symbolize 
the  presence  of  God  in  His  world? 
Your  guess  is  as  good  as  mine. 

Put  me  in  mind  of  that  lawyer’s 
story  of  the  woman  who  died  and 
left  her  sizeable  estate  simply  to 
God,  New  York  City.  Because  of 
legal  technicalities,  they  had  to  list 
God  as  a  missing  person  and  adver¬ 
tise  for  him  to  call  at  the  lawyer’s 
office  and  prove  his  identity  that 
He  might  qualify  for  the  inheritance. 
But  seems  he  didn’t  show  up.  The 
lawyers,  having  fulfilled  the  letter 
of  the  law  in  such  a  case,  came  into 
court  with  the  sworn  statement, 
“After  due  and  diligent  search  as 
directed  by  this  court,  we  beg  to 
report  that  God  is  nowhere  to  be 
found  in  New  York  City.”  Calling 
Drs.  Peale,  Sockman,  Bonnell,  and 
McCracken  and  their  colleagues. 
They  apparently  haven’t  heard  be¬ 
cause  I  know  that  each  of  them  has 
been  telling  people  that  God  could 
be  found — even  in  New  York  City! 

Where  do  you  find  God,  your 
friend?  Have  you  seen  Him  in  the 
man  behind  the  counter  in  the  store 
where  you  trade?  Have  you  seen 
Him  in  the  class  room  where  your 
teacher  teaches  religion  not  in  word 


There  are  two  main  types  of  pro¬ 
grams  held  at  the  Methodist  Student 
Center  at  the  University  of  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Fayetteville.  One  stresses  pray¬ 
er,  meditation,  and  Bible  study;  the 
other  stresses  fellowship. 

Morning  Watch  is  held  at  the  Cen¬ 
ter  six  days  a  week.  -These  pro¬ 
grams  are  at  8  o’clock  each  morning, 
with  the  emphasis  on  quietness  and 
prayer.  The  leader  usually  reads 
a  short  thought-provoking  poem  or 
tells  of  some  personal  experience. 
This  is  followed  by  a  quiet  time  for 
as  long  as  the  individual  desires. 

Vesper  programs  are  held  at  the 
Center  Monday  through  Thursday, 
at  5:00.  This  afternoon  program  con¬ 
sists  of  a  student  led  devotional  with 
songs  and  prayer. 

Each  Friday  afternoon  at  5:00  a 
bull  session  is  conducted,  alternately 
by  students  and  adults,  on  some 
pertinent  question. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Jones  is  minister 
to  students  at  the  University  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  and  directs  the  ac¬ 
tivities  at  the  student  center. 


or  textbook,  but  in  the  attitude  and 
spirit  of  his  personal  living?  Have 
you  seen  Him  in  your  home  where 
parents  have  spoken  to  Him  at 
meal-time  and  expressed  your  fam¬ 
ily’s  gratitude  for  His  blessings? 
Have  you  seen  him  in  the  sunset 
from  Vesper  Point  or  at  the  camp¬ 
fire  yonder  in  your  summer  MYF 
camp?  Have  you  seen  His  spirit  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  love  and  loyal  serv¬ 
ice  of  your  pastor  who  spends  his 
life  in  ministering  to  the  needs  of 
God’s  people?  Have  you  seen  Him 
when  your  faithful  Sunday  School 
teacher  has  brought  alive  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  God’s  revelation  in  Holy 
Scripture  and  has  applied  its  truth 
to  the  place  where  you  live?  Have 
you  come  into  fellowship  with  God 
in  these  moments  of  silent  medita¬ 
tion  in  your  MYF  worship  service 
on  Sunday  morning  or  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning? 

Whether  or  not  you  have — the  im¬ 
portant  thing  is  you  could  have,  and 
you  can  when  any  one  of  those  per¬ 
sons  or  experiences  come  your  way 
again — today,  tomorrow  or  next 
week.  Jesus  set  the  pattern  in  his 
search  for  an  understanding  of  God 
and  His  will.  Read  the  story  of  His 
life  prayerfully  and  sincerely,  and 
you  will  see  God! 
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Womans  Society  of 

Christian  Service 

Little  Rock  District 
Exec.  Committee 
Reports 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Little  Rock  District  Woman’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  met  at 
the  District  Parsonage  on  Nov.  29th 
with  Mrs.  Arthur  Terry  hostess  and 
Mrs.  Don  Cameron,  President,  pre¬ 
siding.  Mrs.  E.  T.  Davenport  led  a 
devotional  period. 

Each  officer  gave  a  brief  report. 
The  district  is  now  100%  organized 
with  39  socities,  19  district  mem¬ 
bers  and  25  Guilds.  Mrs.  Bob  Scott 
of  Primrose  was  elected  to  fill  the 
Secretary  of  Status  of  Women. 

The  goals  for  the  District  set  up 
with  suggestion  from  the  District 

1.  Secure  more  full  time  workers 
among  young  people 

2.  Set  up  a  goal  of  10%  increase 
in  membership 

3.  Personal  enrichment 

4.  Let  people  know  what  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  is  and  does 

5.  Increase  use  Of  magazines 

6.  Recognize  societies  that  have 
10%  increase  at  Annual'  meeting 

7.  Be  joyous  in  the  work. 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Gretna  Woman’s  Society  met 
at  the  church  November  26  with 
Miss  Eulah  L.  Cato  presiding.  The 
program  leaders  were  Mrs.  Lor¬ 
raine  Pitre  and  Mrs.  Barbara  Mur¬ 
phy,  and  were  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Blereau. 


On  November  13  the  Harris¬ 
burg  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  met 
in  Fellowship  Hall  for  its  monthly 
meeting  with  Mrs.  John  Fryer, 
Mrs.  George  McCleland  and  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Bradford  as  hostesses.  Mrs. 
Charles  Stinson  president,  opened 
the  meeting  and  presented  Rev. 
J.  T.  Byrd.  The  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Sitcler,  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Parker,  Miss  Lillian  Nelms. 
Mrs.  S.  M  Bearing,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Barnes,  Mrs*.  Bryon  Landers  and 
Mrs.  Earl  Whitaker. 


Christmas  and  Children  was  the 
theme  of  the  Lakeview,  Min  den, 
Woman’s  Society  at  its  meeting 
December  3,  with  the  Junior  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  presenting  the  program. 
Mrs.  Edmond  Davis  presented  the 
following  in  the  program:  Larry 
Davis,  Anne  Temple,  Enda  Dickin¬ 
son,  Buren  Phillips,  Gayle  York, 
Anne  Sanders,  Gary  Faircloth, 
Donna  Sue  Wallace,  Susan  McNeil, 
Jimmy  McNeil,  Sylvia  Holoman 
and  Pamela  McNeil.  Circle  3  was 
hostess  for  the  evening. 


WOMEN  IN  THE  CHURCH 

“As  a  nursery  of  human  nature, 
the  family  is  the  source  of  the  de¬ 
mocratic  way  of  life,  an  effective 
method  of  evangelism,  the  chief, 
laboratory  for  peace  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,”  says 
Mrs.  Jacob  S.  Quimbao,  Filipino 
Methodist  leader  in  the  Christian 
home  and  family  life  movement, 
and  a  student  at  the  Merrill  Palm¬ 
er  School,  Detroit,  Mich. 

The  babyfold  of  Union  Christian 
Center  in  Taejon,  Korea,  is  caring 
for  29  abandoned  babies  (mostly 
girls)  gathered  up  along  roadsides 
by  the  Social  Affairs  Department 
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Christmas  In  Brazil 

November  27,  1.956 

Dear  friends: 

“Christmas  knocks  again  at 
the  door.  And  it  will  come  in 
because  we  cannot  help  its 
coming.  And  that,  not  because 
of  its  place  in  the  calendar  of 
time,  but  because  it  has  an  in¬ 
eluctable  place  in  our  hearts.” 

Yes,  Christmas  knocks  at  the 
door,  and  the  door  opens  in  a 
special  way  for  each  of  us.  For  me, 
it  opens  with  renewed  health  as  I 
return  to  Brazil  for  further  service 
at  the  People’s  Central  Institute  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  It’s  a  joy  to  include 
such  news  in  my  Christmas  greet¬ 
ing  this  year. 

Christmas  knocks  at  the  door, 
and  finds  me  in  a  city  which  has 
proved  an  “open  door”  to  millions 
—New  York  City.  The  eve  of  em¬ 
barking  on  the  SS  Brazil  may  not 
seem  a  quiet  time  to  write  a  letter 
renewing  fellowship  with  friends 
around  the  world,  but  it  certainly 
is  the  time  I’m  thinking  of  you 
with  warm  gratitude.  Contacts  with 
many  friends  here,  at  the  Board  of 
Missions  and  elsewhere  have  been 
most  enriching  during  my  stay,  and 
have  Sped  me  on  my  way  with 
shared  Christian  concern  for  the 
peoples  of  the  world. 

Christmas  comes  —  here  and  a- 
round  the  world.  Its  coming  brings 
memories  of  other  Christmases  we 
have  known,  and  perhaps  in  a  way 
those  very  Christmas  memories  pull 
me  back  to  Brazil.  There’s  the 
memory  of  the  handful  of  children 
at  People’s  Central  Institute  work¬ 
ing  up  a  $5.00  fund  with  which  to 
get  Christmas  surprises  for  others — 
one  year,  it  was  for  the  Rural  In¬ 
stitute  at  Itapina,  and  the  next,  the 
suburban  church  at  Piabeta.  The 
glow  of  joy  on  their  faces  goes  into 
the  memory,  but  also  I  remember 
the  matchbox  furniture  which  Con¬ 
stantino  made  and  tucked  into  the 
box  for  the  Rural  Institute.  Word 
came  to  us  that  it  was  given  to  a 
little  girl  who  had  never  had  a 
present  before;  she  was  so  happy 
with  it  that  she  stopped  passersby 
along  the  road  to  see  her  furniture. 
Her  whole  family  asked  “What  is 
Christmas?” 

Christmas  comes  on  the  calendar 
of,  time,  but  only  as  it  takes  a 
larger  and  larger  place  in  our 
hearts  do  we  share  it  and  open 
doors  for  others  that  together  we 
may  know  its  fullest  meaning. 

Best  wishes  to  you  for  a  blessed 
Christmas  season,  and  a  New  Year 
which  will  open  doors  of  usefulness. 

Sincerely, 

Mary  McSwain 


of  the  provincial  government.  Many 
of  the  tiny  babies  have  grown  into 
healthy  toddlers.  When  they  are 
two  or  three  years  old,  Mrs.  Paul 
A.  Kingsbury  and  others  of  the 
babyfold  staff  will  try  to  have 
them  adopted  by  Korean  Christian 
families. 


According  to  Mrs.  Monica  Owen, 
a  national  director  of  the  “Migrant 
Ministry”  sponsored  by  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  “to  provide 
migrant  farm  laborers  (working  in 
seasonal  fruit  and  vegetable  har¬ 
vesting)  health  and  welfare  serv¬ 
ices  and  community  acceptance,” 
reports  that  Ministry  now  reaches 
some  2,000,000  workers  and  their 
families.  Most  of  them  do  not  speak 
English,  she  say,  and  the  church 
program*  feature  vocational  classes 
for  teenagers,  expansion  of  Sunday 
school  curriculum  related  to  the 


Christian  Education 


Plans  Announced  For  Class  Ports  At 
Camp  Tanako,  L.  R.  Conference 


Calling  all  youth  and  adults  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference! 

Need  a  project  to  work  on  as  a  District  Youth  Organization?  Why  not 
your  own  Conference  Camp?  CAMP  TANAKO!! 

During  the  six  or  seven  years  that  Camp  Tanako  has  been  in  use  by 
the  Youth  and  Adults  of  our  Conference,  progress  has  been  made  at  the 
camp  in  reference  to  the  buildings  and  equipment.  Countless  thousands 
have  enjoyed  the  season  of  summer  camp  life  and  eagerly  look  forward 

year  after  year  to  returning  to  Camp  Tanako. 

With  each  new  camp,  there  are 
constant  needs  to  be  met.  One  of 
these  needs  of  Tanako  is  pictured 
here.  As  you  know,  places  to  have 
discussion  groups  or  classes,  in¬ 
terest  group  or  craft  work  are  hard 
A  new  national  honor  organiza-  to  find.  At  the  present  time,  there 
tion  will  be  established  at  Hendrix  js  oniy  the  dining  hall,  the  dining 
College  when  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta,  hall  porch,  the  library  and  the 
the  national  premedical  honor  so-  chapel,  (and  a  few  shady  spots), 
ciety  installs  the  Arkansas  Beta  The  Class  Port  shown  here  can 
Chapter  here.  Mr.  Doyne  Williams,  be  constructed  for  only  $200  corn- 
president  of  the  premed  group,  an-  plete  with  the  concrete  slab,  ac- 
nounced  that  he  had  received  word  cording  to  Mr.  C.  L.  McNutt  of  the 

that  the  petition  for  a  charter  has  McNutt  Construction  Company  of 

been  favorably  received.  Stuttgart,  to  whom  we  are  indebted 

There  are  over  fifteen  thousand  for  the  plans  and  drawings.  As  you 
members  of  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta  see,  the  slab  is  10  by  20  feet  while 
at  sixty-seven  chapters  located  at  the  canopy  roof  is  12  by  22  feet, 
accredited  colleges  throughout  the  This  larger  roof  gives  more  protec- 
United  States.  The  national  society  tion  from  the  sun  and  rain  thereby 
is  an  affiliated  society  of  the  making  the  Class  Port  more  useful. 

American  Association  for  the  Ad-  For  a  good  district  porject  -  why 

vancement  of  Science  and  a  mem-  not  build  one  financially?  For  the 
ber  of  the  Association  of  College  date  of  the  project,  start  in  January 
Honor  Societies.  and  have  the  money  turned  in  to 

The  Premed  Society  att  Hendrix  the  Conference  Board  of  Education 
was  organized  last  year  by  Mr.  office  by  May  1st.  If  this  is  done, 
A.  M.  Raymond  who  serves  as  fac-  you  will  have  them  this  coming 
ulty  advisor.  Premed  students  with  summer  camping  season! 

three  semesters  of  college  work  - 

and  with  a  grade  point  of  1.8  or  r-x  on  C+. 

better  are  eligible  for  memberhip.  S 

-  Recognition  Day 

First  Church  Shreveport  Nashville,  Tenn.  (MX)  —  prayers 

for  persecuted  and  imprisoned  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  world  will  be  offered 
on  Student  Recognition  Day,  Sun¬ 
day,  December  30,  in  many  of  the 
At  the  November  28  meeting  of  40,000  Methodist  churches  in  the 
the  Commission  on  Education  of  United  States. 

the  First  Methodist  Church,  Shreve-  Students  attending  the  annual 
•port,  leaders  decided  to  charter  a  service  will  pray  “for  students  of 
bus  to  take  representatives  of  the  the  whole  world,  for  those  who  are 
church  to  attend  the  Arkansas-  persecuted  and  imprisoned  for  their 
Louisiana  Area  Adult  Convocation,  faith,  for  those  who  live  in  constant 
scheduled  to  be  held  in  Little  Rock,  fear,  for  those  who  are  suffering 
January  4-6.  hardship  in  consequence  of  war.” 

Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  First  Church  The  announcement  was  made  by 
associate  pastor,  reports  that  a  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Brown, 
large  group  of  the  First  Church  Nashville,  a  secretary  of  the  Meth- 
leaders  will  be  attending  the  con-  odist  Student  Movement, 
vocation.  Student  Recognition  Day  is  a 

- - - -  ■  --  —  ■  -  project  of  the  Methodist  Student 

Movement,  which  is  an  arm  of  the 
experiences  of  migrant  children,  Methodist  General  Board  of  Educa- 
and  on  adult  literacy  classes.  A-  tion.  Attended  by  both  youth  and 
nother  leader,  Mrs.  Theodore  O.  adults,  it  recognizes  the  importance 
Wedel,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  pre-  of  Christian  higher  education  in  the 
sident  of  the  United  Church  Worn-  church’s  life. 

en  reports  that  most  Christians  “do - '  '  = 

a  reasonably  good  job  of  loving  mental  about  them)  but  in  the 
those  near  us  or  like  us — or  people  migrant  program  we  find  a  real 
who  are  far  away  in  Africa  or  place  to  work  at  true  Christian 
Japan  because  we  can  be  senti-  love.” 
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To  Charter  Bus 
Convocation 


Hendrix  Premeds  To  Go 
National 


L.S.  U.  Professor  Writes  Book  On 
Early  Circuit  Rider 


Heading  the  best-selling  lists  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  for  the  past 
several  weeks  has  been  the  bio¬ 
graphical  book  “Asbury  Wilkinson, 
Pioneer  Preacher,”  written  by  Dr. 
Rodney  Cline,  well-known  layman 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  The  book  deals  with 
the  life  of  one  of  the  ancestors  of 
Dr.  Cline,  Asbury  Wilkinson,  a 
Hoosier  circuit-rider  who  went 
forth  to  “do  battle  for  the  Lord.” 

In  this  romantic,  yet  reverent  and 
actual  account,  the  story  begins 
with  the  young,  country  preacher 
riding  his  good  horse.  Captain, 
down  a  dirt  road  in  rural  Indiana 
and  singing  one  of  his  beloved 
hymns  at  full  voice,  as  he  heads 
for  his  first  circuit.  The  account 
follows  him  through  his  vigorous, 
inspiring  years  in  the  ministry,  his 
happy  family  life — he  was  a  fire¬ 
brand,  his  wife  equally  spirited,  and 
courageous — through  his  quiet,  re¬ 
warding  old  age  when  he  was  the 
beloved  “Father  Wilkinson”  of  all 
the  Methodists  in  the  area. 

Reviewers  have  -called  “Asbury 
Wilkinson,  Pioneer  Preacher”  a 
“.  .  .  significant  piece  of  Ameri¬ 
cana.  Through  the  presentation  of 


Wilkinson  as  he  rode  from  one 
rural  Indiana  community  to  anoth¬ 
er,  from  county  to  county,  through 
rain,  snow,  hail,  or  what  might 
come,  to  minister  to  those  hungry 
for  strengthened  faith,  we  see  what 
such  men  rfteant  to  the  growth  of 
the  young,  fast-developing  nation — 
men  who  were  close  to  the  things 
that  made  America  great.  This  Book 
is  a  welcome  addition  to  the  ever- 
inspiring  story  of  the  American 
frontier. 

About  the  author — Dr.  Rodney 
Cline — he  is  presently  Professor  of 
Education  at  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  Not  only  is  Dr.  Cline  an 
author,  but  he  is  also  a  published 
musician.  Several  of  his  composi¬ 
tions  have  been  presented  by  the 
choirs  of  First  Methodist,  Baton 
Rouge,  during  special  programs, 
and  the  author  serves  as  bass  solo¬ 
ist  in  the  adult  choir. 

Twelve  of  his  Gospel  hymns  have 
been  accepted  for  publication.  Ac¬ 
tive  in  educational  work  for  thirty- 
three  years,  Dr.  Cline  has  served 
as  administrative  head  of  three  col¬ 
leges. 

All  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in 
working  in  church,  school,  and  re¬ 
lated  activities.  A  native  of  Lake 


Dr.  Cline  is  also  a  musician  of  considerable  note. 


Charles,  Louisiana,  he  attended 
Louisiana  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Louisiana  State  University,  took  his 
doctorate  from  George  Peabody 
College  in  Nashville  and  did  post¬ 


doctoral  study  at  the  University  of 
California.  Dr.  Cline  teaches  the 
Tharseon  Class  (adult)  of  the 
Church  school  at  First  Methodist, 
Baton  Rouge. 


Report  Number  1,  Retired  Ministers'  Homes  Project 


JUNE  1  THROUGH  DECEMBER  9,  1956 


Church 


Last  This  Cash  to  Last  This  Cash  to 

Year  Year  Date  Church  Year  Year  Date  Church 


Last  This  Cash  to 

Year  Year  Date 


CO — Church  Offering 
IS — Individual  Shares 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Alexandria  1st  Ch.  ...  $  265.00  CO— $  150.00 

(3)  IS  —  65.00  $  215.00 

Bunkie  .  110.00  CO —  36.81 

(5)  IS  —  370.00  406.81 

Jena  .  104.50  (5)  IS  —  50.00  50.00 

Marksville  .  6.50  CO —  10.00  10.00 

Natchitoches  1st  Ch.  ..  0  CO —  28.05 

(1)  IS  —  10.00  38.05 

Pineville  First  Ch .  65.20  (1)  IS  —  15.06  15.06 

Trout  . 20.00  (1)  IS  -  10.00  10.00 

Winnfield  1st  Ch .  61.00  CO —  51.50  51.50 

Whites  Chapel  .  0  (1)  IS  —  10.00  10.00 


TOTAL  . $1,090.78  $  806.42 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


St.  Tammanys 

Preachers  Group  .... 

0 

$ 

Amite  . $ 

24.60  (1) 

IS  — 

Istroum, 

Baton  Rouge  . 

0  (1) 

IS  — 

Broadmoor, 

Baton  Rouge  . 

0 

CO— 

Blackwater  . 

33.40 

CO— 

Bethel  . 

45.00 

CO— 

Bogalusa  . 

10.00  (1) 

IS  — 

Ethel  (Jackson  Chg.).. 

3.75 

CO— 

Jackson  Church  . 

10.00 

CO— 

IS  — 

Mt.  Herman 

(Fisher  Ct.)  . 

0 

CO— 

(1) 

IS  — 

Killiam  Church 

(Pine  Grove  Ct.)  .... 

10.00 

CO— 

Montpelia  Ch. 

(Pine  Grove  Ct.)  .... 

10.00 

CO— 

Ponchatoula  . 

15.26 

CO— 

Slaughter* . 

0  (2) 

IS  — 

St.  Francesville  . 

0 

CO— 

Zachary  . 

20.86 

CO— 

12.50  $ 

12.50 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

70.00 

70.00 

33.00 

33.00 

10.00 

10.00 

6.50 

6.50 

10.00 

3.00 

13.00 

10.00 

10.00 

20.00 

5.00 

5.00 

2.50 

2.50 

53.00 

53.00 

20.00 

20.00 

4.00 

4.00 

49.50 

49.50 

TOTAL  . $  494.22  ' 


$  329.00 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


R.  R.  Branton  . $ 

Donaldsonville  Ch.  .. 

Ebenezer  . 

Franklin  . 

Grand  Isle  Ch. 

(Golden  Med)  . 

Krotz  Springs  . 

Waxie  Church 

(Krotz  Springs)  . 

Asbury  Church, 

Lafayette  . 

1st  Ch.,  Lafayette  . 

Pharr  Chapel, 

Morgan  City  . 

Port  Barre 

(Opelousas)  . 

Thibodaux  Church  . 


10.00  (1) 

IS—  ! 

5.91 

CO- 

8.00 

CO¬ 

38.00 

CO— 

0 

CO- 

0 

CO¬ 

0 

CO— 

0 

CO¬ 

130.24 

CO— 

(1) 

IS  — 

39.90 

CO— 

15.00  (1) 

IS  — 

50.00 

CO— 

10.00  $ 

10.00 

30.25 

30.25 

8.00 

8.00 

36.00 

36.00 

2.50 

2.50 

3.25 

3.25 

5.00 

5.00 

12.10 

60.00 

12.10 

10.00 

70.00 

74.90 

74.90 

10.00 

10.15 

10.00 

Vocherie  Church 

(1)  IS  — 

100.00 

110.15 

(Thibodaux)  . 

0  CO— 

10.00 

10.00 

TOTAL  . 

. $  542.53 

$  382.15 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


DeQuincey  Church  ....$ 

250.00 

CO— $ 

200.00 

$ 

200.00 

DeRidder  1st  Ch . 

42.00  (1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Jennings  . 

20.00  (1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Lake  Charles  1st  Ch... 

180.00 

CO— 

3.00 

(6)  IS  — 

122.00 

125.00 

Sweetlake  Church  . 

0 

CO— 

15.00 

15.00 

Vinton  . 

20.00 

CO— 

25.00 

25.00 

TOTAL  . $ 

748.95 

$ 

385.00 

MONROE  DISTRICT 


Bastrop  Church  .... 

...$ 

25.00 

t 

O 

u 

1.00 

(1) 

IS  — 

5.00 

$ 

6.00 

Bonita  . 

0 

CO— 

8.00 

8.00 

Boeuf  Prairie  Ch. 

(Gilbert  Ct.)  . 

0 

(1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Delhi  . 

31.95 

CO— 

29.29 

29.29 

Fairbanks  . 

20.00 

(1) 

IS  — 

5.00 

5.00 

Ferriday  . 

45.00 

CO— 

15.00 

(1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

25.00 

Memorial  Ch.,  Monroe 

25.00 

CO— 

15.00 

15.00 

Lake  Providence  ... 

20.00 

(1) 

IS  — 

30.00 

30.00 

Oak  Ridge  . 

10.00 

CO— 

1.00 

1.00 

Rayville  . 

25.00 

CO— 

32.25 

32.25 

Sicily  Island  . 

0 

CO— 

36.00 

36.00 

Southside,  Monroe  . 

23.00 

CO— 

12.50 

12.50 

Wisner  . 

13.55 

CO— 

13.90 

IS  — 

10.00 

23.90 

Winnsboro  . 

10.00  (1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

TOTAL  . 

....$ 

916.53 

? 

243.94 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


Algiers  Church 

. $  70.00 

CO— $ 

58.82 

(1) 

IS  — 

20.00 

$ 

78.82 

Carrollton  Ave. 

Ch .  0 

CO— 

79.89 

79.89 

Kenner  . 

.  0 

CO— 

10.00 

10.00 

First  Church, 

.. 

New  Orleans 

.  50.00 

Canal  Street, 

New  Orleans 

.  115.00  (1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

St.  Lukes  . 

.  32.25 

CO— 

23.17 

23.17 

Napoleon  Ave. 

.  30.00 

CO— 

40.00 

40.00 

Slidell  . 

.  550.00 

(1) 

IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

St.  Marks  . 

.  17.27 

CO— 

20.55 

20.55 

TOTAL  . 

. $1,396.95 

$ 

272.43 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Ansley  Church 

(Clay-Ansley) 

.  0 

CO— $ 

11.00 

$ 

10.00 

Clay  Church 

(Clay-Ansley) 

. $  32.00 

CO— 

20.00 

20.00 

Arcadia  Church 

.  14.00 

CO— 

25.00 

25.00 

Mt.  Mariah  (Arcadia)  10.00 

CO— 

10.00 

10.00 

Bernice  . 

10.00 

CO— 

15.00 

15.00 

Castor  . 

10.00 

(1)  IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Cotton  Valley  . 

33.00 

CO— 

10.00 

(4)  IS  — 

41.00 

51.00 

Farmerville  . 

CO— 

19.00 

19.00 

Haynesville  . 

85.65 

CO— 

47.50 

(1)  IS  — 

10.00 

57.50 

Jonesboro  . 

25.00 

(1)  IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Hodge  . 

0 

(1)  IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Marion  . 

10.00 

CO— 

10.00 

(2)  IS  — 

20.00 

30.00 

Minden  . 

....  125.00 

(2)  IS  — 

60.00 

60.00 

TOTAL  . 

...$  971.65 

$  327.50 

SHREVEPORT 

DISTRICT 

t)r.  B.  C.  Taylor  .... 

0 

(1)  $ 

10.00 

$  10.00 

Rev.  J.  M.  Alford  ... 

0 

(1) 

10.00 

10.00 

Belcher  Church  . 

0 

CO— 

20.00 

20.00 

Gilliam  Church  . 

20.00 

(1)  IS  — 

10.00 

10.00 

Bossier  City  1st  Ch. 

30.00 

CO— 

20.00 

(5)  IS  — 

70.00 

90.00 

Coushatta  . 

....  355.00 

CO— 

35.07 

(7)  IS  — 

70.00 

105.07 

Converse  . 

6.00 

CO— 

10.00 

10.00 

Hall  Summit  . 

0 

CO— 

5.00 

5.00 

Haughton  . 

0 

CO— 

17.41 

17.41 

Keatchie  . 

15.00 

CO— 

10.00 

10.00 

Logansport  . 

....  285.00 

CO— 

54.00 

(26)  IS  — 

245.00 

300.00 

Pleasant  Hill  . 

26.80 

CO— 

35.00 

35.00 

Mansfield  . 

45.00 

(3)  IS  — 

40.00 

40.00 

SHREVEPORT: 

Broadmoor  . 

...  183.33 

CO— 

137.75 

(2)  IS  - 

60.00 

197.75 

Cedar  Grove  . 

50.00 

CO— 

210.00 

210.00 

First  Church  . 

...  508.00 

CO— 

248.00 

(5)  IS  — 

70.00 

318.00 

Mangum  Memorial..  133.67 

(3)  IS  — 

40.00 

40.00 

Morningside  . 

20.00 

CO— 

25.00 

25.00 

Noel  Memorial  . 

...  270.00 

CO— 

220.00 

(3)  IS  — 

90.00 

290.00 

North  Highlands  . 

40.00 

CO— 

50.00  50.00 

Park  Ave . 

50.00 

CO— 

50.00 

50.00 

Wynne  Memorial  . 

22.00 

CO— 

22.44 

22.44 

Rodessa  Church 

15.00 

CO— 

2.50 

(1)  IS  — 

10.00 

12.50 

TOTAL  . 

$2,680.88 

$1,878.17 

TABULATION  OF  TOTALS 

Cash  from  The  Tupper- 

_ _ 

ware  Co . 

$1,132.29 

Paid  of  First  Bldg. 

772.57 

Cash  Forward 

$  359.72 

F.  A.  Grambling,  Mountain  Lakes,  N.  J. 

20.00 

Last 

This 

Church 

Year 

Year 

Alexandria  Dist . 

$1,090.78 

$ 

806.42 

Baton  Rouge  Dist.  .. 

494.22 

329.00 

Lafayette  Dist . 

54253 

382.15 

Lake  Charles  Dist.  .. 

748.95 

385.00 

Monroe  Dist . 

916.53 

243.94 

New  Orleans  Dist.  .. 

..  1,396.95 

272.43 

Ruston  Dist.  . 

971.65 

327.50 

Shreveport  Dist . 

..  2,680.88 

1,878.17 

$4,624.61 

$5,004.33 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


A  NEW  KIND  OF  CHRISTMAS  STORY 


Herods  And  Shepherds 

By  Roy  L.  Smith 

(Reprinted  from  the  December,  1956  Issue  of  TOGETHER) 


SOMEONE,  in  a  highly  fanciful 
mocd,  has  described  a  mass  meet¬ 
ing  in  heaven.  It  was  attended  by 
the  babies  destined  to  be  born  dur¬ 
ing  1957. 

It  sees  that  a  long  series  of  dis¬ 
quieting  rumors  had  got  about, 
concerning  the  world  into  which 
they  were  doomed  to  be  born. 

“They  tell  me,”  one  infant  orator 
shouted,  “that  four  out  of  five  of  us 
are  going  to  "begin  life  in  the  midst 
of  hunger,  disease,  and  ignorance. 

“I  have  have  heard  even  worse 
things,”  exclaimed  another.  “The 
word  has  come  back  to  me  of 
mothers  who  do  not  want  us;  of 
fathers  who  will  desert  us;  of  great 
governments  that  will  make  us  no 
better  than  cogs  in  a  machine.” 

“Everything  you  have  reported 
is  true,”  a  fourth  little  one  declar¬ 
ed,  very  solemnly.  “I  have  the 
word  on  the  very  best  of  autority. 
Evil  and  terrible  men  lie  in  wait 
for  us.  They  will  undertake  to  en¬ 
trap  us  with  all  manner  of  mental, 
bodily,  and  spiritual  poisons.” 

“It  must  be  a  terrible  world, 
they  all  chorused.  “What  can  we  do 
about  it?” 

“Let’s  refuse  to  be  born!”  some¬ 
one  shouted.  And  at  once  all  of 
heaven  was  filled  with  the  frantic 
cries  of  the  children. 

Then,  into  their  midst,  came  the 
Son  of  God  who  had,  himself,  been 
born  into  the  world  more  than 
nineteen  hundred  years  before. 
And  because  they  all  loved  him, 
they  quieted  and  listened  while  ne 
spoke. 

“Yes,  it  is  in  many  ways  a  ter¬ 
rible  world,”  the  Son  of  Man  said. 
“I  know.  When  I  was  born  of  Mary, 
of  Nazareth,  a  king  named  Herod 
was  waiting  for  me  with  a  sword. 
Only  because  I  was  spirited  away 
by  my  parents  was  I  saved  from 
his  butchery. 


CHRIST  IN  CHRISTMAS 

By  Myrtle  Beeler  Day 

Member,  First  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport 

Christmas  means  the  great  central  fact  of  History 
Love  became  incarnate  in  the  birth  of  Jesus, 

Two  thousand  years  ago, 

God  came  to  earth  in  the  form  of  His  Son, 

And  through  His  Humanity  linked  us  to  Divinity 
For  all  eternity. 

By  this  Act  of  God,  the  sending  of  His  Son 
Into  the  world,  that  whoever  believeth  on  Him 
Might  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  Life, 

Redemptive  Love  became  a  Way  of  Life 

Christmas  is  not  a  day,  nor  a  season,  nor  an  observance, 

Nor  even  “Keeping  Christ  in  Christmas,” 

Christ  is  in  Christmas  forever. 

We,  in  our  materialistic  age,  have  slipped  away 
From  the  true  Spirit  of  Christmas, 

Even  in  our  most  cherished  traditions  and  customs, 

We  miss  the  full  joy  by  our  excesses  and  feverih  pursuits. 

There  is  a  swing  back  to  eternal  values  throughout 
Our  land— an  effort  to  permeate  the  celebration 
Of  our  Lord’s  Birthday  with  His  Spirit  and  Teachings, 

To  project  Love  into  every  activity  of  our  Homes, 

The  simple  common  things:  reunions  of  Families  and  Friends, 
Choosing  gifts,  writing  cards  and  letters  to  our  loved  ones 
To  wish  them,  “The  very  Best  of  All  Good  Things,” 
Gathering  greens  and  berries,  winding  wrea.ths  of  holly, 
Getting  out  the  decorations,  worn  and  tcirnished, 

But  treasured  by  long  years  of  memories; 

To  show  forth  kindness,  courtesy  goodwill, 


“But  Herod  was  not  the  only  one 
who  awaited  me.  Out  on  the  fields 
of  Bethlehem  there  were  good 
shepherds  who  prayed  for  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  their  people.  _  They 
came  to  the  stable  to  pay  me  their 
humble  homage. 

“And  there  were  plain  people 
who  listened  to  me  with  the  great¬ 
est  of  respect — vast  multitudes  of 
them.  They  believed  in  me,  and 
loved  me.  They  did  not  do  it  per¬ 
fectly,  but  they  tried,  and  our 
Father  blessed  them. 

“As  I  look  down  on  the  world 
into  which  you  must  be  born,  I  can 
still  see  the  Herods.  But  the  reason 
I  have  never  given  the  world  up  is 
because  of  the  good  shepherds. 
They  are  the  meek  of  the  earth, 
and  little  by  little  they  are  taking 
it  over.  There’s  a  small  victory 
here,  and  a  still  smaller  one  yond¬ 
er.  But  in  time  all  the  victories 
added  together  will  make  a  great 
victory. 

“Something  happened  to  them 
that  night  when  they  stood  about 
my  manner — something  they  have 
never  forgotten.  They  took  hope, 
and  as  long  as  my  story  is  told 
their  hopes  will  never  die. 

“If  I  were  you,  I  would  consent  . 
to  be  born.  I  would  go  down  and 
hunt  up  the  shepherds,  and  join 
with  them.  It  will  be  a  difficult  life, 
and  you  will  suffer  many  defeats. 
But  because  the  Father  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  you,  you  will  sometime 
win  the  victory,  and  our  Kingdom 
will  be  set  up  among  them.” 

Then,  with  a  mighty  shout,  the 
little  ones  declared:  “We  will  be 
born!”  And  as  they  departed,  Jesus 
said,  “If  any  man  offend  one  of 
these  little  ones,  it  were  better  that 
a  millstone  were  hanged  about  his 
neck  and  he  were  drowned  in  the 
depths  of  the  sea.” 


Madonna  And  Child 


by  A  Chinese  Artist 


MARY’S  LULLABY 


Sweetest  Babe,  lay  here  thy  head, 
Pitying  cattle  give  thee  bed; 

The  doves,  the  swallows  circle  high 
And  join  the  heavenly  lullaby: 
Lullaby,  Lullaby,  Lullaby. 


Shepherds  harken,  angels  sing; 

Royal  homage  wisemen  bring: 

Thy  mother  wonders,  wonders  why — 
But  sings  again  love’s  lullaby: 

Lullaby,  Lullaby,  Lullaby. 


Rest  thee,  rest  thee  from  the  thong; 
Evening  starts  a  journey  long. 

What  means  this  fear  from  which  we  fly? 
This  pain  that  stills  our  lullaby? 

Lullaby,  Lullaby,  Lullaby. 


W .  W  .  Reid 


In  Business,  Industry  and  Trade; 

To  open  wide  our  hearts  in  sharing  with  the  needy, 

The  hungry,  cold,  displaced  across  the  town  and  world; 
To  speak  words  of  comfort,  cheer  to  the  lonely,  ill; 

To  stand  in  wrapt  adoration  as  our  Church  Choirs  sing 
The  Hallelujah  Chorus!  And  know  within  our  souls 
That  the  Kingdom  of  this  world  is  become 
The  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ.” 

If  Christmas  is  to  fufill  its  hope  and  promise. 

Its  warm  and  loving  heart  must  become  the  Life  practice 
Of  every  day.  The  Home,  the.  School,  the  Street,  the  Shop 
Must  be  invaded  by  the  ethical  Love  of  Jesus. 

Selflessness,  justice,  compassion,  tolerance,  and  humility 
Must  become  working  base. 

Then — 

The  Angel’s  song  of  “Peace  on  Earth,  Goodwill  to  Men” 
Would  be  transmuted  into  action,  strength  and  power 
For  all  Peoples  and  all  Nations, 

The  split  atom  would  no  longer  be  a  thing  of  fear, 

But  a  thing  of  mercy,  healing,  beneficence  and  progress, 
And  'Christmas  would  finally  come  into  the  fullness 
Of  its  true  meaning  and  redemptive  purpose. 
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Staff  Members 
Named  For 
New  Publication 

Appointment  of  two  new  staff 
members  of  The  Methodist  Story, 
monthly  program-p romotional 
journal  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
was  announced  Dec.  10  at  the  mag¬ 
azine’s  Chicago  office  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  E.  Harold  Mohn,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Commission  on  Promo- 
titon  and  Cultivation,  and  Edwin  H. 
Maynard,  editor. 

Darrel  R.  Shamblin  of  Mounds- 
ville,  West  Virginia,  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  as  public  relations 
director  for  the  Rock  River  Con¬ 
ference,  will  become  managing  edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Methodist  Story  some¬ 
time  in  January. 

James  L.  Riedy  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  former  managing  editor  of 
The  Gideon  magazine,  has  been 
named  production  manager.  He  has 
already  begun  his  duties  at  editori¬ 
al  offices  of  The  Methodist  Story, 
740  Rush  street,  Chicago. 

First  issue  of  the  new  program 
journal  will  appear  in  February.  It 
will  have  a  circulation  of  about 
300,000  including  Methodist  pastors 
and  key  lay  officials  of  churches  of 
throughout  the  denomination.  It 
replaces  several  promotional  pub¬ 
lications  which  the  1956  General 
Conference  voted  to  discontinue. 

'Inaugural'  Liquor 
<  Decanters  Protested 

Washington,  D.  C.  (RNS) --Re¬ 
ligious  and  temperance  groups  here 
asked  President  Eisenhower  and 
former  Presidents  Herbert  Hoover 
and  Harry  S.  Truman  to  forbid  the 
use  of  their  names  on  an  “inaugur¬ 
al”  liquor  decanter. 

A  large  East  Coast  distillery  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  is  bottling  whisky 
in  the  “inaugural  souvenir”  decant¬ 
er  for  nationwide  sale.  The  decant¬ 
er  will  list  the  names  of  all  Ameri¬ 
can  presidents,  their  home  states 
and  inaugural  dates,  along  with  a 
picture  and  brief  history  of  the 
Capitol. 

Dr.  Caradine  R.  Hooton,  general 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Temperance,  said  he  appealed  to 
President  Eisenhower  in  behalf  of 
“fellow  Christians  of  many  deno¬ 
minations.”  He  charged  the  distiller 
with  a  product  that  kills  more  citi¬ 
zens  than  war  itself.” 

Clayton  M.  Wallace,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Temper¬ 
ance  League,  sent  the  President  a 
similar  message.  He  also  asked 
Dwight  E.  Avis,  head  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department’s  alcohol  tax  divi¬ 
sion,  to  investigate  the  legality  of 
the  distiller’s  action  in  marketing 
the  bottles. 


PROTESTANTS  SEEK 
LOCAL  OPTION  ELECTION 

Nashville,  Tenn.  (RNS)— Protes¬ 
tant  clergymen  here  are  circulating 
petitions  requesting  election  com¬ 
missioners  of  Davidson  County  to 
hold  a  local  option  election  on  dis¬ 
continuing  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverages. 

The  Rev.  Harold  D.  Gregory, 
superintendent  of  missions  for  the 
Nashville  Baptist  Association,  said 
petitions  have  been  distributed  by 
about  200  ministers  in  the  county. 
They  have  been  sent  to  Baptist, 
Methodist,  Church  of  Christ,  Naza- 
rene  and  Church  of  God  clergymen, 
he  added. 

The  action  came  after  citizens  of 


Religious  Groups 
Help  Egypt 

New  York  (RNS)  —  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic  and  non-denomi- 
national  relief  agencies  contributed 
to .  the  first  air  shipment  of  medi¬ 
cines  for  victims  of  war  in  Egypt. 

The  shipment  was  sponsored  by 
an  emergency  committee  for  Egyp¬ 
tian  relief  set  up  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  American  Council  of 
Voluntary  Agencies  to  aid  an  esti¬ 
mated  60,000  evacuees  and  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  Suez  Canal  zone.  Russell 
Steveson  is  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Among  the  contributors  were 
Church  World  Service  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  and 
Catholic  Relief  S'ervices-National 
Catholic  Welfare  Conference. 

Catholic  Relief  Services  later 
sent  100,000  pounds  of  wearing  ap¬ 
parel  collected  in  the  Bishops’ 
Thanksgiving  Clothing  Collection, 
2,000  blankets  and  additional  drugs. 
The  material  was  shipped  on  the 
S.  S.  Cleopatra,  an  Egyptian  ship. 


BUFFALO  CHURCHES  JOIN 
IN  CHRISTMAS  APPEAL 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (RNS)— For  the 
seventh  consecutive  year  Protes¬ 
tants  and  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
Buffalo  area  are  uniting  in  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  “Keep  Christ  in  Christmas.” 

Sponsored  by  an  inter-creedal 
committee  of  clergymen  and  lay¬ 
men,  this  year’s  appeal  has  won  the 
best  support  of  any  year  since  the 
movement  was  inaugurated.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  stores  are  cooperating  by 
giving  prominence  to  Nativity  dis¬ 
plays  and  special  posters  in  show 
windows. 

The  posters  in  blue,  red  and 
white  are  adorned  with  a  picture 
of  the  Madonna  and  the  Child  and 


Hamilton  county  and  Chattanooga 
voted  to  make  the  question  of 
whether  and  when  the  liquor  deal¬ 
ers  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
open. 

Liquor  sales  are  allowed  in  only 
five  of  the  95  counties  in  Tennessee. 
They  are  Davidson,  Williamson, 
Shelby,  Dyer  and  Lake. 


stained 
glass 
windows 


Custom 
designs  for 
current  or 
’proposed  building! 

Repairs  of 
damaged  windows 


For  full  information  write 


rBlNSWANGER  S  QO- 
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WE  SHARE  A  FAITH 

Death  Is  Swallowed  Up  In  Victory 
E.  W.  Bloomt|uist 

A  lovely  booklet  v/ilh  which  to  express  your 
sympathy  for  those  who  stand  in  the  shadow 
of  loneliness  and  sorrow.  Containing  many 
quotations  from  contemporary  writers  and 
poets  as  well  as  from  the  Bible,  this  24-page 
booklet  is  more  expressive  and  costs  less  than 
many  “sympathy  cards." 


Matching  envelopes  with  booklets.  Sample 
copy  I  Si;  8  tor  $1.00. 


The  trorid's  most  tridely  used  devotional  guide 


1908  Grand  Avenue  Nashville,  Tenn. 


AUSTRIAN  PROTESTANTS  WANT  EQUALITY 


Vienna  (RNS)  —  A  Protestant 
rally  was  held  here  to  press  for  re¬ 
vision  of  two  old  laws  which  deny 
non-Catholics  in  this  country  cer¬ 
tain  rights. 

One  of  these  laws,  the  Edict  of 
Tol^j’ation,  was  passed  by  Emperor 
Joseph  II  some  175  years  ago.  The 
other  is  known  as  the  Protestant 


inscribed  with  the  theme,  “Christ¬ 
mas  Is  Christ’s  Birthday.”  More 
than  2,000  posters  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed. 


“patent”  of  1861. 

For  the  last  26  years,  Austrian 
Protestants  have  been  seeking  a 
new  laws  to  invalidate  these  sta¬ 
tutes  and  ensure  equal  rights  for 
Protestants  in  every -sphere  of  pub- 
blic  life. 

They  are  especially  anxious  that 
spiritual  care  be  given  to  Protes¬ 
tants  doing  military  service  and 
that  Protestnt  churches  be  put  on 
the  same  basis  as  welfare  organiza¬ 
tions  in  obtaining  taxation  conces¬ 
sions. 


1.  Washing  dinner  dishes  electrically  for  a  family  of  five 


2.  Cleaning  a  large  living-room  rug  with 
an  electric  vacuum  cleaner 


3.  Laundering  about  8  pounds  of  clothes 
in  an  automatic  electric  washer 


1 


Can  you  match  each  of 
these  jobs  with  the  price  of 
ELECTRICITY  to  do  them  ? 


Vi  Vi  A 

No  matter  how  you  figure  it,  the  cost  of  doing  jobs 
electrically  is  low— the  savings  in  time  and  work,  high. 
Keeping  electricity  the  biggest  bargain  in  your  family 
budget  is  our  constant  aim. 


Answer:  If  you  matched  the  dishwasher  with  l/2<f, 
the  vacuum  cleaner  with  1/6^  and  the  clothes  washer 
with  1/M— you  were  correct.  These  are  average 
prices  for  homes  served  by  this  company. 

UAaMab 

POWER  &  LIGHT 


^pcm/irnty 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


The  Sunday  School  Lesson 

E.  T.  WAYLAND 

Lesson  based  on  “International  Sunday  School  Lessons;  the  International 
Bible  Lessons  for  Christian  Teaching, ”  copyrighted  1951  by  the  Division  of 
Christian  Education,  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
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ALL  THINGS  MADE  NEW 

LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  30,  1956 

READ  21st  CHAPTER  OF  REVELATION. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  I  heard  a  great  voice  from 
the  throne  saying,  “Behold,  the  dwelling  of  God  is  with 
men.  He  will  dwell  with  them  and  they  shall  be  his  people, 
and  God  himself  will  be  with  them;  he  will  wipe  away 
every  tear  from  their  eyes,  and  death  shall  be  no  more.” 

— Revelation  21:3-4  (RSV) 


EDITOR'S  NOTE;  Our  aiieniion 
has  been  called  loji  typographi¬ 
cal  error  in  the  Sunday  School 
lesson  for  December  9th.  In  the 
second  paragraph  of  our  discus¬ 
sion  of  Aids  To  Prayer,  in  that 
lesson,  the  first  two  sentences 
read:  "We  need  no  priest  or 
other  human  mediators  in  our 
approach  to  God.  We  do  not  need 
Christ  and  His  Spirit  to  make 
intercession  for  us."  The  second 
of  these  sentences  should,  of 
course,  have  read  "We  DO  need 
Christ  and  His  Spirit  to  make 
intercession  for  us."  The  "Not" 
got  into  the  sentence  at  the 
printing  house  and  we  failed  to 
catch  it  in  proof  reading.  The 
"Not"  should  "Not"  have  been 
there.  If  this  error  has  been  con¬ 
fusing  to  any,  we  are  sorry. 


We  study  this  week  the  closing 
lessen  for  the  calendar  year  1956. 
We  come  also  to  the  last  of  the 
thirteen  lessons  on  “Great  Passages 
of  the  Bible.”  Those  familiar  with 
the  21st  chapter  of  Revelation 
would  expect  it  to  be  included  in 
such  a  series  of  lessons. 

As  we  come  to  this  the  last  les¬ 
son  of  1956  none  of  vus  expects  the 
end  of  the  year  to  be  the  end  of 
anything  that  is  vitally  worth 
while  to  us.  With  “New  Year’s  Re¬ 
solutions,”  with  new  consecration 
of  life,  with  new  determination  and 
with  high  hopes  and  faith,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  as  our  lesson  subject  states, 
that  we  are  to  have  “All  Things 
Made  New.”  We  shall  begin  the 
new  calendar  year  believing  that, 
in  this  new  year,  we  are  to  see  a 
new  spiritual  growth  in  our  own 
lives,  a  progressive  development  in 
our  own  church  home  and  such  an 
understanding  in  world  affairs  as 
will  _usher  in  a  new  relationship 
between  nations  __  that  will  bring 
world  peace. 

Why  John  Wrote  Revelation 

In  September  of  this  year  we 
studied  three  lessons  taken  from 
the  Book  of  Revelation.  At  that 
time,  we  studied  something  of  the 
reasons  John  had  for  writing  Re¬ 
velation.  As  a  background  for  the 
study  of  this  lesson,  it  may  be  well 
to  recall  some  of  those  reasons.  We 
will  not  be  able  to  understand  the 
dreadful  warnings,  the  glowing 
promises  and  the  highly  colored 
imagery  of  the  Book  of  Revelation 
unless  we  keep  in  mind  something 
of  the  historical  background  for  the 
Writing. 

The  Roman  Empire  throughout- 
its  vast  domain,  at  this  time,  was 
promoting  the  worship  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Emperor  as  a  god.  Christians, 
like  all  Roman  subjects,  were  re¬ 
quired  to  worship  Caesar  as  god. 
Refusing  to  do  so,  they  were  sub¬ 


jected  to  persecution  as  severe  as 
human  mind  of  the  day  could  im- 
a  g  i  n  e.  Countless  thousands  of 
Christians  were  put  to  death  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  join  in  such  worship.  So 
brutal  was  that  persecution  that 
the  Emperor,  who  instigated  the 
persecution,  was  commonly  called 
the  Beast  by  the  writer  of  Revela¬ 
tion. 

It  was  under  such  circumstances 
that  Book  of  Revelation  was  writ¬ 
ten.  The  Book  was  written  to  give 
new  faith  and  hope  to  persecuted 
Christians;  to  warn  them  of  the  fate 
of  the  unfaithful  and  to  picture 
for  them,  in  glowing  terms,  the  re¬ 
wards  awaiting  those  who  were 
“faithful  unto  death.” 

In  following  this  purpose,  the 
Book  of  Revelation  foretells  the 
ultimate  overthrow  of  the  Roman 
Empire  which  was  pictured  as  a 
harlot  dressed  in  scarlet.  Pictured 
also  is  the  destruction  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Emperor,  the  Beast,  and  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  the  faithful 
followers  of  Christ.  They  were  to 
be  at  home  in  the  New  Jerusalem, 
which  is  compared  to  a  “bride 
adorned  for  husband,”  in  contrast 
to  Rome  the  harlot.  There  none  of 
the  dangers  and  horrors  of  persecu¬ 
tion  could  touch  them  and  tempta¬ 
tion  to  sin,  which  came  from  evil 
companions,  could  never  threaten 
them  again.  The  New  Jerusalem, 
city  of  God,  paradise  for  the  saints, 
was  compared  to  Rome  where  sin 
of  all  kinds  ran  rampant  through 
life  on  all  levels. 

Such  a  Book  must  have  been  a 
tower  of  strength  to  the  early 
Christian  church  by  lifting  them 
above  the  hardships  of  the  day  and 
inspiring  them  with  new  courage, 
new  hope  and  a  promise  of  ulti¬ 
mate,  complete  deliverance. 

A  Description  of  Heaven 

In  the  Book  of  Revelation  there 
seems  to  be  an  incredible  effort  to 
give  a  detailed  description  of  heav¬ 
en.  In  that  effort  the  writer  was 
laboring  with  the  difficult,  if  not 
impossible  problem  of  describing  a 
spirit  world  with  a  vocabulary  of 
words  intended  for  use  only  in  a 
material  world. 

It  was  Edison,  the  great  inventor, 
who  tried,  we  are  told,  to  invent  a 
machine  so  sensitive,  so  delicate,  so 
responsive  to  the  slightest  stimuli 
that  it  would  enable  him  to  receive 
messages  from  the  spirit  world. 
Here,  again,  we  have  the  same  pro¬ 
blem.  Edison  would  invent  a  mat¬ 
erial  machine  for  use  in  communi¬ 
cating  with  the  spirit  world.  Just 
how  far  he  missed  it  only  our  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  spirit  world  itself 
will  reveal. 

Nevertheless,  the  writer  does  in 
Revelation  picture  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  situation  the  human  mind 
could  grasp,  even  aided  by  a  divine 
Spirit.  It  was  pictured  in  the  most 
beautiful  words  to  be  had  in  the 


human  language.  It  is  our  feeling, 
however,  that  it  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  invent  an  entirely  new  lan¬ 
guage,  containing  words  whose 
meaning  our  limited  human  intel¬ 
lect  could  not  grasp,  in  order  to 
begin  to  adequately  describe  the 
place  we  think  of  as  heaven.  As  it 
is,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  be 
content  with  the  meager  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Jerusalem  which 
comes  to  us  through  the  words  of 
our  earthy,  inadequate  language. 

The  New  Jerusalem 

John  calls  this  city  the  New  Jeru¬ 
salem,  since  it  is  almost  certain 
that  Revelation  was  written  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the 
Romans  in  70  A.  D.  If  there  was  to 
be  a  Jerusalem,  it  had  to  be  a  New 
Jerusalem. 

No  city,  even  a  heavenly  city, 
could  have  a  name  so  dear  to  a  Jew 
as  the  name  Jerusalem.  However, 
John  knew  that  even  the  most  ar¬ 
dent  Jew  would  feel  that  the  old 
Jeruselam  was  not  worthy  to  be 
the  center  of  the  Messianic  king¬ 
dom.  The  old  Jerusalem  was  guilty 
of  graft,  intolerance,  injustice  and 
idolatry.  It  was  in  Jeruselam,  and 
as  a  result  of  the  spirit  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  that  Christ  was  crucified. 

Hence  it  was  that,  in  this  Book, 
John  pictures  a  New  Jerusalem, 
purged  of  all  evil;  a  city  in  which 
God  was  to  be  present  with  his 
people.  John  says,  “Behold  "the 
dwelling  of  God  is  with  men.  He 
will  dwell  with  them,  and  they 
shall  be  his  people,  and  God  him¬ 
self  will  be  with  them.”  It  was  to 
such  a  city  these  persecuted  Chris- 
ians  were  going  and  for  such  a  city 
they  were  striving. 

We  are  told  that  a  General  stood 
on  a  mountain-side  with  his  army, 
as  they  looked  at  a  beautiful  city 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The 
General  said  to  his  soldiers,  “If  you 
will  not  fight  for  that  city,  I  do  not 
know  what  you  would  fight  for.” 

S’o  it  was  with  the  city  John  de¬ 
scribed  to  the  saints  of  the  early 
church.  It  was  something  they 
would  fight  for  if  they  would  fight 
for  anything.  The  same  might  be 
said  to  any  of  us  who  may  have 
hours  of  uncertainty,  religiously.  If 
we  will  not  stand  up  for  the  ideals, 
the  possibilities  for  service,  the 
program  of  world  evangelism,  the 
possibilities  of  the  ultimate,  glori¬ 
ous,  personal  victory  which  the 
Christian  church  offers,  one  could 
not  imagine  just  what  could  in¬ 
spire  us  to  a  life  worth  while. 

I  Am  Alpha  and  Omega 

If  the  human  language  does  not 
have  words  that  can  adequately 
describe  heaven  to  us,  we  should 
not  be  surprised  that  we  also  lack 
words  that  can  described  God  to 
us.  We  see  this  vividly  illustrated 
m  the  Old  Testament  when  God 
called  Moses  to  deliver  the  Israel¬ 
ites  from  Egyptian  bondage.  God 
promised  to  go  with  Moses  in  this 
super-human  undertaking.  In  Exo¬ 
dus  3:13-14  it  reads,  “And  Moses 
said  unto  God,  Behold,  when  I 
come  unto  the  children  of  Israel 
and  shall  say  unto  them,  The  God 
of  your  fathers  hath  sent  me  unto 
you;  and  they  shall  say  to  me, 
What  is  his  name?  what  shall  I 
say  to  them?  And  God  said  unto 
Moses,  I  AM  THAT  I  AM:  and  he 
said,  Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  the 
chlidren  of  Israel,  I  AM  hath  sent 
me  unto  you.”  When  God  would 
describe  Himself  to  Moses  and  the 
Children  of  Israel,  the  most  ex¬ 
pressive  words  our  language  had 
for  that  purpose  were  the  words, 
I  AM. 

Hence,  it  was,  when  God  would 


describe  Himself  to  John  in  Reve¬ 
lation  He  simply  said,  “I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
end.”  As  we  all  likely  know,  Alpha 
and  Omega  are  the  first  and  last 
letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet.  It  is 
simply  like  saying  “I  am  A.  and  Z, 
the  beginning  and  the  end.”  We 
know  something  of  the  nature  of 
God;  He  is  loving,  merciful,  for¬ 
giving  etc.  When  however,  an  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  to  picture  God  Him¬ 
self  with  words  we  find  words 
practically  useless  for  that  purpose. 
It  seems  that  the  nearest  we  can 
come  to  it  is  to  say  God  is  the  “I 
AM,”  “the  Alpha  and  Omega.” 

To  Him  Thai  Overcomeih 

Verse  7.  of  our  lesson  text  tells 
us  that  “He  that  overcometh  shall 
inherit  all  things.”  This  idea  of 
“overcoming”  is  quite  common  in 
the  Book  of  Revelation.  So  many 
of  the  promises  it  contains,  is  for 
them  that  “overcome.” 

In  addressing  letters  to  the  seven 
churches  of  Asia  there  are  such 
promises  in  the  2nd  chapter  of  Re¬ 
velation.  “To  him  that  overcometh 
will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life.” 
— Verse  7.  He  that  overcometh  shall 
not  be  hurt  of  the  second  death.” 
— Verse  11.  “To  him  that  over¬ 
cometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the 
hidden  manna  and  will  give  a 
white  stone  and. .  .a  new  name.” — 
Verse  17.  “He  that  overcometh  and 
keepeth  my  works  unto  the  end,  to 
him  will  I  give  power  over  the  na¬ 
tions.” — Verse  26. 

In  the  3rd  chapter  of  Revelation 
we  find  these  promises  for  the 
“overcomer.”  “He  that  overcometh, 
the  same  shall, be  clothed  in  white 
raiment  and  I  will  not  blot  his 
name  out  of  the  book  of  life.” — 
Verse  5.  “He  that  overcometh  will 
I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of 
my  God.”— Verse  12.  “To  him  that 
overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with 
me  in  my  throne.” — Verse  21.  All 
of  these  promises  were  made  to  the 
struggling  Christians  of  John’s  day 
on  the  condition  that  they  “over¬ 
come”  the  many  difficulties  that 
faced  them  on  every  side. 

Let  us  remember  in  our  day  of 
ease,  softness  and  half-heartedness 
that,  after  all,  the  real  .promises  for 
Christian  victory  today  are  still 
conditioned  on  our  power  and  abi¬ 
lity  to  overcome. 

The  Great  Separation 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  or 
whether  we  understand  it  or  not, 
the  Book  ci  uevelation  is  not  alone 
in  reminding  us  of  a  great  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  good  and  the  bad  in  the 
next  world.  Jesus  spoke  of  the  se¬ 
paration  in  the  next  world  of  the 
sheep  and  goats.  Jesus  also  spoke 
of  some  there  to  whom  the  Lord 
would  say  “Come  ye  blessed  of  my 
father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepar¬ 
ed  for  you.’  To  others  He  would 
say,  “Depart  from  me  ye  cursed 
into  everlasting  fire.”  In  keeping 
with  these  words  of  Jesus,  John,  in 
verse  8  of  our  lesson,  gives  us  some 
rather  awesome,  impressive  words 
in  describing  this  great  separation 
of  the  good  and  bad  in  the  world  to 
come.  We  do  not  know  what  this 
all  means  and  for  ourselves  and 
our  readers  we  hope  no  one  of  us 
will  find  out  what  it  means  the 
hard  way. 

The  Nature  of  The  New  Jerusalem 

The  21st  chapter  of  Revelation, 
from  which  our  lesson  text  is 
taken,  gives  us  something  of  the 
nature  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  (1) 
John  says  there  is  to  be  no  temple 
there.  There  will  be  no  need  for 
temples  in  that  world.  (2)  There  is 
no  sun  or  moon  since  there  is  no 

(Continued  from  page  15) 
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need  for  artifical  light.  God  is  the 
Light.  (3)  In  contrast  with  walled 
cities  of  earth,  the  gates  of  that  city 
will  never  be  closed.  (4)  There 
will  be  no  nigl^t  there  since  there 
is  no  need  for  the  relaxation  and 
rest  our  physical  bodies  require.  (5) 
Nothing  unclean  shall  enter  that 
city.  (6)  There  will  be  no  sorrow, 
tears,  pain  or  death  in  the  New 
Jerusalem.  (7)  Only  those  will  be 
there  whose  names  are  written  in 
the  Lamb’s  Book  of  Life. 

This  is  a  negative,  but  inviting 
description  of  the  New  Jerusalem. 
A  more  positive  description  is 
found  in  verses.  9  through  21  of  the 
same  chapter. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON 

For  January  6,  1957 

WISE  MEN  SEEK  JESUS 

Read  1st  and  2nd  chapters  of  Mat¬ 
thew. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  They  fell 
down  and  worshiped  him.  Then 
opening  their  treasures,  they  offered 
him  gifts,  gold,  and  frankincense  and 
myrrh.  — Matthew  2:11  (RST) 

With  today’s  lesson  we  begin  a 
study  of  our  Sunday  School  les¬ 
sons  for  a  new  calendar  year.  We 
also  begin  the  study  of  Unit  1,  in 
the  new  year,  which  consists  of  a 
series  of  four  lessons  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  subject,  “Meeting  The  Needs 
Of  Body  and  Soul.”  Our  lesson  to¬ 
day,  “Wise  Men  Seek  Jesus,”  gives 
Matthew’s  version  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus. 

Our  lessons,  for  the  next  three 
months,  will  be  a  study  of  some 
feature  in  the  life  of  Christ  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew. 
It  is  commonly  accepted  that  this 
Book  was  written  by  Matthew  the 
Publican,  sometimes  called  Levi,  al¬ 
though  the  book  itself  does  not  say 
he  wrote  it.  Matthew,  a  Jew,  was 
one  of  the  original  twelve  apostles. 
Although  Matthew  is  the  first  of 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
Bible  scholars  think  that  most  of 
the  other  Books  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  were  written  before  it.  One 
of  the  basic  purposes  Matthew  had 
in  writing  this  Book  was  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  fact  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  the  promised  Messiah  of  the 
Old  Testament.  Hence  it  is  that  we 
frequently  find  in  Matthew  the 
clause,  “That  it  might  fcre  fulfilled.” 

Beautiful  Stories  About  Jesus 

Only  two  of  the  Gospels,  Mat¬ 
thew  and  Luke,  give  us  any  of  the 
facts  about  the  birth  of  Jesus.  In 
our  lesson  text,  Matthew  gives  us 
the  oft-told  story  of  the  Wise  Men 
who  found  the  Christ  Child  by  fol¬ 
lowing  a  star. 

The  very  simplicity  of  the  stories 
in  Matthew  and  Luke,  concerning 
the  birth  of  Jesus,  give  added  proof 
of  their  truthfulness.  Both  of  these 
Gospels  were  written  many  years 
after  the  ascension  of  Jesus.  It 
would  have  been  quite  natural  and 
normal  for  the  human  mind,  un¬ 
aided  axd  unguided,  to  have  de¬ 
scribed  such  an  event  with  an  elab¬ 
orate  profusion  of  details.  Here, 
however,  the  story  is  told  in  such 
a  simple,  direct,  forthright  manner 
as  to  carry,  in  its  simplicity,  the 
weight  of  eternal  truth. 

It  was  not  the  unusual  manner 
of  Christ’s  birth  or  the  miracles 
connected  with  His  birth  that  made 
Christ  the  towering  force  in  the 
world  which  He  became.  It  is  quite 
probable,  in  the  thirty  years  inter¬ 
vening  between  the  birth  of  Jesus 


and  the  beginning  of  His  active 
ministry,  that  the  facts  and  inci¬ 
dents  related  to  His  birth  were 
treasured  in  the  hearts  of  only  a 
very  few  people. 

Rather  it  was  the  life  and  min¬ 
istry  of  Christ.  His  crucifixion  and 
resurrection,  that  revealed  the  sig¬ 
nificance  and  gave  immortality  to 
the  stories  of  His  early  life  and 
gave  to  those  stories  the  stamp  and 
divine  seal  of  truthfulness.  It  was 
only  when  the  world  came  to  know 
Jesus  for  what  He  really  was  that 
these  records  of  birth  and  the  early 
events  of  His  life  took  on  the  im¬ 
portance  which  they  so  much  de¬ 
served. 

We  often  see  examples  of  what 
we  are  saying,  in  a  much  smaller 
way,  in  human  life.  Many  people 
were  born  in  log  cabins  and  grew 
up  in  poverty,  with  very  limited 
advantages  in  early  life.  However, 
when  Lincoln  became  the  national 
figure  he  was,  then  the  facts  about 
his  early  life  took  on  great  signifi¬ 
cance  and  have  been  told  over  and 
over  again. 

Beautiful  and  unusual  as  are  the 
stories  of  the  birth  of  Jesus,  and 
separated  as  they  are  from  His  ac¬ 
tive  ministry  by  about  thirty  years, 
it  is  our  feeling  that,  if  we  really 
believe  in  the  life  and  ministry  of 
Jesus,  and  in  His  crucifixion  and 
resurrection,  we  should  have  no 
difficulty  believing  anything  the 
Bible  tells  us  about  the  birth  of 
Jesus. 

There  Came  Wise  Men 

Many  very  interesting  stories 
have  been  written  about  the  Wise 
Men.  Let  us  keep  in  mind,  however, 
that  the  only  thing  we  really  know 
about  them  is  found  in  the  rather 
brief  statement  in  Matthew  about 
their  search  for  the  Christ  Child. 

They  have  been  described  as 
three  Kings  of  the  orient,  astrolo¬ 
gers,  and  astronomers.  They  have 
even  been  given  names.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  all  we  read  about  the  Wise 
Men,  outside  of  the  facts  revealed 
by  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  is  based 
on  questionable  traditions,  conjec¬ 
tures,  suppositions,  deductions  or 
pure  imagination. 

What  We  Do  Not  Know  About 
The  Wise  Men.  (1)  We  do  not  know 
who  they  were  so  far  as  names  or 
nationality  is  concerned.  (2)  We  do 
not  know  where  they  came  from 
except  it  was  “from  the  east.”  (3) 
We  do  not  even  know  how  many 
there  were  in  the  group.  We  com¬ 
monly  speak  of  the  “three  Wise 
Men,”  but  Matthew  only  says  “Wise 
Men”  without  designating  the  num¬ 
ber.  Tradition  gives  the  number  as 
three  and  since  there  were  three 
kinds  of  gifts  presented  to  Jesus, 
we  have,  in  general,  accepted  the 
idea  that  the  number  was  three. 

(4)  We  do  not  know  the  nature 
of  the  star  they  followed.  There 
have  been  many  efforts  to  explain 
it  as  a  natural  phenomenon.  How¬ 
ever,  such  efforts  to  explain  the 
star  have  usually  raised  more  ques¬ 
tions  than  they  answered.  All  ef¬ 
forts  to  explain  the  star  have  been 
unsatisfactory.  Even  the  story  of 
the  star,  as  it  is  found  in  Matthew, 
leaves  questions  unanswered.  How 
could  such  a  star  have  led  “Wise 
Men”  from  a  distant  country  with¬ 
out  attracting  the  attention  of  mul¬ 
titudes  of  other  people?  Why  were 
the  Magi  alone  impressed  by  the 
star? 

(5)  We  do  not  know  just  how  old 
Jesus  was  when  the  Wise  Men  vis¬ 
ited  Him.  Matthew  says  He  was  a 
“young  child.”  Herod  questioned 
the  Wise  Men  as  to  when  the  star 
first  appeared.  On  the  basis  of  their 


answer,  when  he  wanted  to  be  sure 
that  he  would  destroy  Jesus  by 
killing  the  babies,  he  ordered  all 
babies  from  two  years  old  and 
younger  killed.  It  is  possible  that 
it  had  been  almost  two  years  since 
the'  Wise  Men  first  saw  the  star. 

Whai  We  Do  Know  About  The 
Wise  Men.  (1)  They  were  men  of 
such  superior  intelligence  as  to  be 
called  “Wise  Men.”  (2)  They  sought 
for  Christ  until  they  found  Him. 
(3)  They  were  humble.  (4)  They 
were  obedient,  since  they  obeyed 
the  warning  and  went  home  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way.  (5)  They  came  to  wor¬ 
ship  Jesus.  So  far  as  the  Record 
goes,  they  were  the  first  people  to 
worship  Christ.  Although  Mary,  the 
mother  of  Jesus,  was  present,  let  us 
remember  that  it  was  Jesus  they 
worshiped,  not  Mary.  (6)  They 
brought  gifts  to  the  Master,  as  well 
as  a  spirit  of  worship. 

Why  Were  They  Wise  Men? 

They  were  wise  in  that  they 
sought  Christ.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  some  to  think  it  is  folly,  instead 
of  wisdom,  to  seek  Christ  and  obey 
His  will.  Nevertheless,  the  pages  of 
history  and  the  experiences  of  our 
own  lives  are  filled  with  examples 
of  men  and  women  whose  lives 
have  demonstrated  the  high  wis¬ 
dom  of  seeking  Christ.  History  and 
our  own  memories  are  filled  with 
records  of  the  lives  of  those  who 
were  foolish  enough  to  think- they 
could  plan  their  own  lives  better 
than  the  God  who  created  their 
lives  could  plan  them. 

Every  characteristic  of  the  lives 
of  the  Wise  Men,  as  pictured  by 
Matthew,  their  power  of  vision 
which  enabled  them  to  see  the  star, 
their  readiness  to  worship  Christ, 
the  gifts  they  made,  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  follow  the  leadership  of 
God  as  they  turned  back  to  their 
homes  without  again  seeing  Herod, 
all  show  reason  for  calling  them 
“Wise  Men.” 

Herod  The  Monster 

A  short  glimpse  at  the  record  of 
the  life  of  Herod  the  Great  will  re¬ 
veal  just  why -he  attempted  to  pro¬ 
tect  his  throne  by  having  the  babies 
killed  after  the  visit  of  the  Wise 
Men. 

Murder  was  the  principle  weapon 
Herod  the  Great  used  to  protect  his 
position  as  king.  Hence,  when  he 
heard  of  one  born  King  of  the  Jews, 
his  first  thought  was  to  kill  him. 
He  had  killed  the  parents  of  one 
of  his  wives;  he  had  his  wife’s 
brother  drowned  in  a  bath  tub;  of 
the  ten  wives  he  had,  he  killed  the 
one  he  professed  to  love  the  most; 
he  killed  her  two  sons  and  had 
others  of  his  children  killed  that 
displeased  him  or  that  he  thought 
were  planning  to  supplant  him.  As 
a  result  of  his  murderous  spirit,  it 
is  said  that  Emperor  Augustus  of 
Rome  said  that  he  had  rather  be 
Herod’s  pig  than  his  son.  Such  a 
man  would  stop  at  nothing  to  pro¬ 
tect  his  throne.  \ 

Herod  himself  was  not  a  Jew.  He 
had  been  appointed  to  his  position 
by  Roman  authorities.  Hence  he 
was  fearful  when  he  heard  ol  one 
“Born”  King  of  the  Jews.  It  was  a 
strange  mixture  of  people  who 
gathered  with  Herod  that  day  as  he 
was  trying  to  find  out  where  Jesus 
could  be  found.  There  was  Herod, 
with  no  interest  in  Jesus  but  to 
destroy  Him.  There  were  the  chief 
priests  and  scribes  with  no  interest 
in  the  matter  except  to  parade  their 
knowledge  of  prophecy.  There  were 
the  Wise  Men  who  had  come  to 
“worship”  Jesus. 

The  Christ  of  Prophecy 

As  indicated  earlier,  one  of  the 


basic  reasons  Matthew  wrote  his 
Gospel  was  to  establish  the  fact,  in 
the  mind  of  the  Jews,  that  Christ 
was  indeed  the  promised  Messiah 
of  the  Old  Testament.  Over  and 
over  in  his  Gospel  Matthew  refers 
-to  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus  as  a 
fulfillment  of  Old  Testament  proph¬ 
ecy. 

When  Herod  called  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers  to  ask  where  Christ  was  to  be 
born,  they  immediately  told  him 
that  the  Messiah  was  to  be  born  in 
Bethlehem.  The  lesson  text  says  of 
Herod,  “he  was  troubled  and  all 
Jerusalem  with  him.”  It  is  probable 
that,  even  at  this  early  date,  Jewish 
leaders  began  to  be  troubled  over 
the  fact  that  one  born  in  the  lowly 
estate  of  a  Nazarene  peasant  might 
be  acclaimed  as  the  Messiah.  The 
Jewish  leaders  of  Jerusalem  knew 
by  heart  the  prophecy  of  Christ, 
but  they  never  in  their  heart  came 
to  know  the  Christ  of  Prophecy. 

Herod  Did  Not  Destroy  Christ 

Helpless,  physically,  as  thp  baby 
Jesus  seemed  to  be,  there  was  about 
Him  and  beneath  Him  a  Providence 
that  protected  Him  from  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  destroy  Him.  Herod’s  insane 
anger  and  fear  for  his  throne  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  death  of  many  inno¬ 
cent  children  but  Herod  did  not 
destroy  Jesus. 

There  have  been  many  Herods, 
-since-  this  day  in  Jerusalem,  who 
would  have  blotted  Christianity 
from  the  face  of  the  earth  if  they 
could,  but  while  they  died  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  lived  and  prospered. 

Nero  turned  the  powers  of  the 
Roman  Empire  against  the  weak 
Christian  church  but  the  worst  he 
could  do  seemed  only  to  strengthen 
the  church.  Voltaire,  the  French  in¬ 
fidel  said,  “Twelve  ignorant  men 
founded  Christianity,  I  will  show 
the  world  how  one  smart  man  can 
destroy  it.”  Voltaire  has  been  a 
long-time  dead  but  Christianity 
still  lives. 

Communism,  which  promotes  na¬ 
tional  atheism,  has  destroyed  much 
good  in  the  lives  of  many  people. 
Communism  has  not  and  will  not 
destroy  Christianity  even  in  the 
countries  it  rules.  It  is  our  feeling 
that  Christianity  will  continue  to 
grow,  even  after  Communism  is 
but  a  nightmarish  memory  in  the 
world’s  life.  “Of  the  increase  of  His 
kingdom  there  shall'sbe— no  end.” 
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EVANGELISM  THROUGH  THE 
LOCAL  CHURCH,  by  Roy  H.  Short, 
published  September  10,  1956,  has  a 
twofold  aim — to  provide  inspiration 
and  motivation  for  evangelism  in 
the  local  church  and  to  show  that 
every  church  has  tremendous  re¬ 
sources  right  in  its  own  fellowship. 

Although  nearly  every  chapter 
touches  on  some  historic  or  con¬ 
temporary  method  of  evangelism, 
the  book  is  primarily  concerned 
with  the  evangelistic  spirit  rather 
than  with  the  techniques  of  evange¬ 
lism.  It  is  a  clear  and  straightfor¬ 
ward  call  to  be  up  and  about  the 
main  business  of  the  church. 

Beginning  with  a  description  of 
'  the '  evangelistic  church,  its  pastor 
‘  and  his  preaching,  Bishop  Short 
then  discusses  evangelism  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  church  school,  the 
preaching  mission  or  revival, 
evangelism  to  youth,  and  family 
and  personal  evangelism. 
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